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Mo Pau

Apacr

Bon tré! Lic nao cting hét hai, lic nao ciing lo lang, Iic nay ciing doi dugc
tra 10i ngay. Chuing lam t6i mét I, cai bon tré phién nhiéu toi nghiép.

DPirng quay lai, t6i van bao ching thé. Pirng quay lai.

Tudi tré van & nguyén noi cac c6 cau chia tay no, day la cho thich hgp
danh cho no. Cai gi dang mang theo tréen duong doi thi co cau cling da mang
10i.

Hai muoi nam nay t6i da néi thé, ma nao ai c6 nghe? Nghe dwoc thi da
phic. Pay lai mot dira nita vira xuat hién. Thé hong héc mdéi 1én duwogc tGi
dinh vach da. Gan hét dau bam roi, cé vé. Ciing kha dién trai, trén nén troi
xanh. Trong dang dap nhw chinh khach. Ma t6i nghi vay that a? Cé 1é la ngoi
sao dién anh.

T6i khong nhé cé hoi xwa thdy mat cau ta. Tuy céi d6 cling chang noi 1én
gi. Hoi nay thdy mdt chinh minh trong guwong t6i con chang nhd. T6i thay cau
chang dang dwa mat lung suc khap xung quanh, dén nhan hinh anh t6i ngoi
trén gh€ dudi bong cdy 0 liu wa thich.

“C)ng la Arthur?” cau ta hoi dop. “Chinh thi.”

T6i sanh séi liéc cau ta mot vong. Xem ra la dang c6 tien. Ao phong c6 cd,
logo hang hiéu. Han khong ché vai ly Scotch dup.

“Chac cau muon udéng gi chi¥?” t6i than mat hoi. Tot nhat nén da cau
chuyén vé hwéng chai lo ngay tir sém.

“T6i khong muon uong gi hét,” cau ta ndi. “T6i mudn biét chuyén gi da
xay ra.”
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T6i khong nén noi ngap dai. Dé doan qua. Cau ta mudn biét chuyén gi da
xdy ra. Lai mot ga nha bang dau tw 1én con khiing hodng trung nién, 16n lai vé
khung canh hoa nién. Vé hién tredng pham t0i. Cit dé mac nhitng thit da qua,
toi chi muon dap thé. Vong lai di. Vong vé véi cdi cudc song ngudi 16n 1lam
van dé cua cdu di, vi cau chang tim thay dap an & day dau.

Nhung cau ta sé khong tin to6i. Chang ai tin ca.

“Cau bé o0i,” toi hién hoa dap. “Cau da 16n Ién. Chuyén da xdy ra la thé
day.”

“Khoéng,” cau ta néng ndy néi, lau céi tran muét mo hoi. “Ong khong hiéu.
Toi dén day la c6 1y do. Nghe t0i nay.” Cau ta tién lén vai buéc, cao ling
lttng vGi than hinh vam v& trong nang, khuén mat dién trai 16 16 quyét tam.
“T6i dén day la cé ly do,” cau ta nhac lai. “T6i von khong dinh can dv vao -
nhung t6i khong dirng dwgc. T6i phai lam viéc nay. T6i muon biét dich xac
chuyén gi da xdy ra...”
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Chuong 1

S otts

T6i dd mua nhan dinh hon cho anh. Thé c6 phai la sai lam khong?

Y t6i 13, ddy khong phai loai nhan danh cho phu nit dau. Nhan tron, chi c6
mot vién kim cwong ti xiu, cau ban hang thi néi dén kién trong 16 ciling phai
bo ra. Néu Richard khong thich mat da thi anh van c6 thé xoay vao trong ma.

Hodc c6 thé chang can deo. Cit cat trong ngan ban dau giwong hodc trong
hop gi day.

Hodc toi c6 thé dem trd va chang bao gio hé rang ké ra. Thyc tinh la c@
moi phut t6i lai thém nghi hodc vé vu nhan, nhung t6i dy ndy la anh sé chang
c6 qua gi. Pan 6ng di cau hon dung la thiét thoi ghé. Ho vira phai 1én ké
hoach, vira phai quy goi, vira phai hdi, ma van con phai mua nhan nita. Con
phu ni* ching ta thi sao? Chi can néi “vang”.

Hodc “khong”, di nhién.

Toi ty héi khong biét bao nhiéu phan tram cac anh cau hén dugc nghe
“vang” con bao nhiéu phai nghe “khong”? Miéng toi t dong ma& ra dinh
budn véi Richard - nhung r6i voi ngdm lai. Ngoc.

“Gi co?” Richard ngang 1én.

“Cé gi dau!” t6i cwoi duyén. “Chi la... thue don hap dan qua!”

Toi ty hdi khong biét anh da mua nhan chwa. Sao ciing dwgc, t6i khong lay
thé lam phién. Hodc la anh mua r6i, nhw thé thi 1ang man kinh khing. Hoac
chwa, di chon nhan cting nhau ciing lang man rung rdi luén.

Pang nao ciling tuyét.

T6i nhap mot ngum nuwdc va mim cwoi dé thwong véi Richard. Ching toi
ngoi bén mot cai ban goéc nhin ra song.
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Nha hang nay mdi mé trén pho Strand, chi cach khach san Savoy vai buéc
chan. Pa hoa cwong den trang, dén chum vintage, ghé dém lung dinh ctc
xam nhat. Rat thanh lich ma lai khong pho treong. Dia diém 1y twdng cho bita
trra cau hon. T6i mac so mi trang nhuan nhi, rat hgp lam ¢6 dau twong lai,
vay hoa, di tat dai c6 chun, phong truong hop sau dé ching toi sé an mung
quyét dinh dinh hén. Chwa bao gig toi di tat chun ca. Nhung cling chwa bao
gi® 6 ai cau hon toi.

O, ma biét dau day anh da dit phong & Savoy!

Khoéng. Richard khong thudc loai vung tay qua tran thé dau. Anh chang
bao gi®’ 1am ctt chi 16 bich thiva thdi cd. An trua hoa 18 thi c6, phong khéach
san gia cat c6 thi khong. Toi ton trong diéu do.

Anh c6 vé cang thang lam. Ci lién tuc van vé c6 tay o roi lai nhin dién
thoai va khudy coc cho nwéc sanh xung quanh. Thay t6i nhin, anh mim cuwdi
theo.

“Thé...”

“Thé...”

Ct nhu ching t6i dang néi chuyén bang mat ma ay, long vong mai khong
vao chu dé chinh. T6i nghich khan an réi xé dich ghé. Cho doi thé nay that
khong sao chiu noi. Sao anh khong lam quéch di cho xong?

Khoéng, tat nhién anh khong nén “lam quach di cho xong”. Tat nhién t6i
khong nghi thé. C6 phai 1a tiém vicxin dau. Chuyén ndy... Um, ma chuyén
nay la gi nhi? Khéi diém. Mot buéc mé dau. Ca hai chiing t6i sé cung budc
vao cudc phiéu Iwu chung vi dai. Vi ching t6i muon la mot doi khi d6i mat
v6i doi. Vi ching to6i khong mudn chia sé hanh trinh ay vai bat ¢t ai khac. Vi
toi yéu anh va anh ciling yéu toi.

To6i lai dang mo mang roi. Té thé day. T6i cit & trén may nhw thé suét may
ngay nay, ngay tr lic nhan ra anh dang am chi diéu gi.

Anh rat vung vé, Richard ay. Y t6i 1a theo mot cach dang yéu. Anh lic nao
cling di thang vao van dé, khong dua cgt trong chuyén tinh cdm. (On Chua).
Va anh ciling chang quen dat bich cd dong tht ngac nhién trwéc mat toi.
Trudc ngay sinh nhat vira réi cta toi tw 1au lac, anh &m chi rang sé tdng toi
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mot chuyén du lich bat ngo, nhw thé rat tuyét vi toi con biét dang lay cai tai
du lich xu6ng xép truwdc vai mon.

Mac du cudi cung anh van lam t6i bat ngd, vi khong phai di vao cudi tudn
nhu t6i doan. B4 la mot tdm vé tau di Stroud, anh da chuyén phat bang xe
dap dén co quan t6i ma khong hé bao tride, diing ngay sinh nhat toi vao gitra
tuan. Hoa ra anh da bi mat mac ca véi sép tdi cho téi nghi hai ngay, va dén
khi t6i t&i Stroud thi c6 ngay xe chd dén can nha xinh nhv mong trén khu doi
Cotswold, noi anh da cho san, d@ nhom Iira va da trai tdm da ctu trude 1o
swdi. (Um... Lam tinh bén d6ng lita bap bung chdy 1a diéu tuyét nhat tran doi.
Ngoai trir viéc co tia Itta ngu si ban ra bong ca dui t6i. Nhung khong sao.
Chuyén nho nhv con tho.)

Thé nén lan nay khi anh bat dau néi gan néi xa thi cling chang phai vat 6c
md&i doan duwgce. Chang khac gi da cam bén duwong nhitng bién bao dai twdng:
Anh sap cau hon em roi ddy. Pau tién anh hen an trwa, “mot bita tria rat dac
biét”. R6i anh nhac dén “mdt cau hoi 16n” can dat ra cho t6i va gan nhw con
nhdy mat (t6i gia vo khong nhan ra, tat nhién). R6i thi anh choc gheo t6i, hoi
t6i c6 thich ho cia anh, Finch, khong. (Ma thuyc t& 1a c6. Y toi 1a t6i cling sé
nh¢ tiéc lam co Lottie Graveney ddy, nhung t6i sé vui dién cuong dugce lam
ba Lottie Finch.)

To6i thodng nghi gia anh vong veéo hon chit nita thi cau chuyén han sé kich
tinh hon nhiéu. Nhwng, nho thé ma t6i cling biét dang di chuot lai mong tay.

“Thé, Lottie, em quyét dinh chwa?” Richard nguwéc 1én nhin t6i véi nu cuoi
am 4p quen thudc khién bung da t6i nhon nhao. Trong mot gidy toi da twdng
anh dang choi trdo ranh manh va chinh la 16i cau hon.

“Um...” T6i ctii xudng che gidu con ling ting.

Tat nhién toi sé noéi “vang” roéi. “Vang” that to, that mirng r& niva kia. That
khong tin noi chiung t6i di dugc tdi dich dy. H6n nhan. Nghi ma xem - hon
nhan! Ba nam Richard véi t6i bén nhau, t6i van co tinh lang tranh chuyén hén
nhan, cam két, cing moi chu dé lién quan (con cai, nha ctra, sofa, chau cay).
Chung t6i gan nhw da song chung & nha anh, nhwng t6i van gitt can ho riéng.
Chung t6i 1a mot doi, nhwng t6i Giang sinh thi ai vé nha ndy. Tinh hinh 1a thé
day.
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Puwoc khoang mot nam thi toi biét ching t6i rat hgp nhau. T6i biét minh
yéu anh. T6i da dugc thay anh nhitng khi anh dé thwong nhat (chuyén du lich
bat ng0, cung cai lan bi tdi vung vé can xe qua chan ma khong cau) cting nhw
lic dé ghét nhat (wong budng khong chiu héi dwong tv London vé tan
Norfolk, trong khi hé thong dinh vi trén xe bi hédng. Mat tiéu sau tiéng). Va
t6i van muon & bén anh. T6i hiéu anh. Richard khong phai loai ngudi khoe
khoang.

Anh chtrtng myc va tinh té. Cé nhitng lic c& twéng la anh khong lang nghe
co, nhung roi dot ngot anh birng tinh, va ban cé thé nhan ra rang anh van
cham chu nghe tir dau. Nhw mot con su ti* nam lim dim dwéi goc cdy, nhung
san sang chom tGi vo mo6i. Con t6i thi 1a con linh dwong t6i ngay nhdy nhot.
Chung t6i bé sung cho nhau. Nhw 1€ Ty nhién.

(Khong phai theo kiéu chu6i chitc an, tat nhién. Ma theo 16i néi an du.)
Vay la sau mot nam, t6i da biét anh ding la Ntra Kia ctia minh. Nhung toi
cling biét chuyén gi sé xay ra néu to6i bwdc nham chan.

Theo kinh nghiém cua t6i thi chi “hon nhan” ciing nhv mot chat xuc tac.
Théa vao mot mdi quan hé la sé gdy ra da loai phan tng héa hoc, ma pho bién
nhat la anh di dwong anh, t6i di dwong toi.

Ct thtr vi du Jamie, anh ban trai dai ky dau tién cta t6i ma xem. Chung t6i
yéu nhau tham thiét su6t bon nam, roi t6i chi 1& miéng bao bo me minh két
hon khi ding bang tudi ching to6i bay gio (hai sau véi hai ba). C6 mai thé.
Puiing mé6t cau. Bu khién anh ta phat hoang va bao ching t6i can “tam nghi”.
Nghi cai gi chi? Cho dén Iic d6 ching t6i hoan toan 6n ma. Ro rang diéu
khién anh ta can tam nghi la nguy co phdi nghe chir “h6n nhan” thém mot 1an
nita. R6 rang moi lo nay to dén noi anh ta khong dam nhin mat t6i, vi s¢
miéng t0i lai phat ra cai chit kia.

Ky “nghi” con chuwa qua thi anh ta da cdp ke v6i mot c6 nang toc do. Toi
cling chang can, vi lic ay t6i da quen Seamus. Seamus, vGi giong no6i du
dwong quyén rii dam chat Ireland. Ma anh nay t6i tham chi con chang biét 1a
bi lam sao. Ching t6i mé man nhau sudt ca nam trgi - dién cuéng véi viéc
lam-tinh-cad- dém-chang-can-biét-chuyén-gi-trén-doi - roi dung mot céi thay
vi lam tinh chiing t6i lai cdi nhau mo6i dém. Tt ho hdi xudng huc hic chi von
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ven trong hai muoi tw gio dong ho. Mot moi quan hé rat hai ndo. Qua nhiéu
hoi nghi thuwgng dinh véi dé tai “Chung ta dang di dén dau?” va “Chung ta
muon gi tr nhau?” lam ca hai kiét qué. Chuing t6i con ca nhac thém duwgc mot
nam nita, ma gio nhin lai, c6 vé nhw nam dé la vét den kho s@ nhat trong doi
tOi.

Ro6i thi dén Julian. Anh nay ciing hai nam, nhung chwa bao gid thanh ca.
Chi nhv ban nhap ctia m6t moi quan hé. T6i ngo rang do la vi ca hai ching
toi déu ngap lut trong cong viéc. Toi thi mdi chuyén sang Hang Duwgc pham
Blay va phai di cong tac khap noi. Anh ta thi dang c6 nhoi 1én lam déng chu
cong ty ké toan. T6i con chang nhd chuing t6i c6 chia tay dang hoang khong,
hay hinh nhu chi l1a cit thé dat ra xa nhau. Ching t6i van thinh thoang hen
gdp, nhu ban be, va ca hai déu giong nhau - déu chang hiéu o6 van dé nam &
dau. H6i nam ngoai c6 lan anh ta con mudn hen ho véi téi co nhung t6i phai
n6i minh da c6 ban trai r6i va dang rat hanh phac. Pay chinh la Richard.
Nguai toi yéu that long. Nguwdi dang ngoi triedc mat t6i véi mot chiéc nhan
trong tui (co 18 thé).

Richard chac chan la dep trai hon bat ky anh bo cii nao cua t6i. (Cling co
thé t6i thién vi, nhung t6i nghi anh dep nhuv thién than.) Anh la mo6t chuyén
gia phan tich truyén théng ban rén, nhung khong bi &m anh bdi cong viéc.
Khong giau dén nhw Julian, nhung ai can chi? Anh nang dong va hai huéc,
lai c6 diéu cuwoi ha ha da khién té6i phan chidn du dang trong tdm trang nao.
Anh goi t6i la “Hoa ctc” tir hoi ching t6i di picnic va toi tét cho anh vong
hoa ctic. Ciing c6 ltc anh néi cau véi nguwoi khac nhung khong sao. Co ai
hoan hdo dau nao. Nhin lai quang thdi gian & bén anh, t6i khong thiy vét den
nhw hoi Seamus, hay khoadng trong nhw véi Julian. T6i chi thdy mot video ca
nhac lang man. M6t chu6i hinh anh véi bau troi xanh va nhitng miéng cuai.
Hanh phtic. Gan giii. Cuwdi vang.

Va lic nay video dang lén tGi cao trao. Bén doan anh quy gobi, hit mot hoi
dai...

TGi cling thdy cang thang lay. T6i muon chuyén nay dién ra that hoan hdo.
T6i muodn dwge ké vGi cac con chiing toi sau nay rang t6i lai phai long bo
ching né nhw ngay dau, ngay anh cau hon toi.
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Con chung t6i. T6 am cda ching t6i. Cudc doi cua chung toi.

Trong ltic dé dau 6c médc sic tung hitng nhitng hinh anh hanh phic ay, t6i
thdy long minh nhe bang. T6i da san sang cho chuyén nay. T6i da ba muoi ba
tudi va toi da san sang. Tw thud trwdng thanh dén gio, t6i da luon vong tranh
chu dé cuéi xin.

Ban bé t6i ciling thé. Cit nhu day la khu vue bi phong téa trong vong bang
dinh vang khoanh viing hién tredng pham t6i: CAM PI VAO. LOI VAO.
Nguoi ta khong tho chan vao ddy, vi chi nhich qua vach la 16i nguyén sé
giang xudng, anh ban trai sé bo cta chay lay ngudi.

Nhung gid thi chang phéi sg bua bén gi nita. T6i tham chi con cam thay
tinh yéu dang chdy dao dat qua khap mat ban giita hai ching t6i. To6i chi
muon siét chat tay Richard. T6i mu6én 6m cham lay anh. Co ai tuyét voi dugc
bang anh khong? C6 ai may man bang t6i? Bon muwoi nam nita, khi ca hai déu
da gia lu khu, c6 1é chiing t6i sé nam tay nhau di doc ph6 Strand ma 6n lai ky
niém ngay hom nay va ta on trgi da cho chung t6i gap nhau. Nghi ma xem, c6
bao nhiéu phan tram co hoi gitra cai thé gidi day dac ké la nay ch? Tinh yéu
ding la ngau nhién. Ngau nhién qua mirc. N6 la phép mau, that thé...

Oi chao, mét t6i lai chdp roi...

“Lottie?” Richard da nhan ra d6i mat t6i hoen wét. “Nay Hoa cic cu. Em
c6 sao khong? Chuyén gi thé?”

Mac du da quen tho 16 v6i Richard nhiéu hon véi bat ky ga ban trai nao,
nhung c6 1é khong nén ké hét moi suy nghi trong dau cho anh nghe. Chi Fliss
van bdo t6i suy nghi theo kiéu phim nhira mau Hollywood va phéi c6 ma nh@
rang moi nguwoi xung quanh khong nghe thdy tiéng vi cam réo rat dau.

“Xin 16i,” t6i cham cham mat. “Khéng cé gi dau. Em chi wéc gi anh khong
phai di.”

T6i nay Richard sé bay di San Francisco cong tac. Ba thang thoi - khong
dén noi qua té - nhung t6i sé nhd anh khing khiép cho ma xem. Thuc té la
duy chi c6 y nghi vé dam cuwdi méi c6 thé lam t6i khuay khéa.

“Pirng khéc bé ngoan oi. Anh khong chiu noi dau.” Anh dwa tay ra nam
tay toi. “Chung minh sé goi Skype hang ngay ma.”
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“Em biét.” Toi cling siét tay anh. “Em sé chd anh.”

“Du vay c6 1é em cling nén nhé 1a néu anh & cong ty, ai cling c6 thé nghe
thdy em ndi day. K€ ca sép anh.”

Chi c6 anh lap lanh rat nhe trong mat mdi tiét 160 anh dang choc gheo t6i.
Lan vtra r6i anh di céng tac, trong lic néi chuyén qua Skype, t6i ndi hitng chi
bao cho anh cach déi phé véi 6ng sé€p ac méng ma quén mat anh lam viéc
trong mot van phong md& va con 4c mong ay c6 thé di ngang bat ¢ lic nao.
(Rat may la khong.)

“Cam on da nhac nhé.” T6i tinh bo nhin vai.

“Vdi lai, ho cling c6 thé nhin thdy em nita. Thé nén c6 1€ em khong nén
nuy hét.”

“Khong nuy hét,” t6i tan thanh. “Chi nén choi quan &o chip trong sudt
thoi.

Cho don gian.”

Richard cwoi toét va siét tay t6i chat hon nita. “Anh yéu em.” Giong anh
tram &m nhw muon tan chay. T6i sé chang-bao-gid chan nghe anh néi cau ay.
“Em ciling thé.”

“Thuyc tinh, Lottie nay...” Anh hang giong. “Anh mu6n héi em mot cau...”

Rudt gan t6i nhon nhao nhw muén no6 tung. Mat toi thi da nhéch ra cuwdi vi
héo hitc con céc y nghi thi quay cudng trong 6c tdi. Oi trdi oi... anh bit dau
roi... Pay la thoi khac thay doi ca cudoc doi minh... Tap trung vao, Lottie...
hay huwéng thu giay pht nay... khi qua! Chan minh bi lam sao thé?

T6i nhin xuéng kinh hoang.

Du la ké nao da lam ra thit “tat dinh” nay thi déu la do doi tra dang bi day
xuong dia nguc, vi mét bén da bi loi ra. N6 da tut xuéng quang dau goi toi va
mot dai bang “dinh” rat kinh gio l1ong thong quanh bap dui t6i. That gdm qua
di mat.

T6i khong thé nhan 10i cau hon trong tinh trang nay. Toi khong thé danh
cad doi dé nhd lai khodnh khac nay ma nghi, Thdt la mét khodnh khdc ldng
man tuyét voi, trir vu tdt.

“Xin 16i anh, Richard,” t6i ngat 16i. “Chd em mét giay...”
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To6i 1én It tho tay xudng kéo tat - nhwng thit vai éo udt kia vira dong dén
da rach toac trong tay t6i. Tuyét chwa. Gio chan t6i dugc td diém bang ca
bang dinh long thong lan chiéc tat nylon rach. That khong tin n6i budi cau
hén cua t6i lai bi pha hong bai mot doi tat chan. Bang ra toi phai di chan tran
mai dung.

“Moi chuyén 6n ca chit?” Richard ngan nguwdi khi thay toi tréi 1én tw dudi
gam ban.

“Em phai ghé nha vé sinh da,” t6i 1am bam. “Em xin 16i. Xin 16i. Chuing
minh c6 thé bam nit nging & day khong? Chi mot phan nghin gidy thoi?”
“Em c6 sao khong?”

“Em 6n ma.” Mat t6i do chin vi ngwong. “Em gap... gap ti truc trac ky
thuat.

Em khong muon anh thdy. Anh quay di dugc khong?”

Richard ngoan ngodn quay dau. To6i day lui ghé va voi va bang ngang
phong, mdc ké dam thyc khach nhom ngé. Cha cach gi giau dugc. Tét long
thong thi c ké no long thong.

To6i dam sam qua cita nha vé sinh nit, cdi phang giay va 16t doi tat ngu
ngoc ra roéi nhin minh tritng tri'ng trong guwong, tim dap thinh thich. That
khong tin noi t6i vira nhan niat nging cho 161 cau hon.

T6i cam thdy nhu thoi gian cling dang ngung lai. Nhw thé chiing t6i dang &
trong mot bo phim khoa hoc vién twdng, Richard thi dang dirng hinh con t6i
c6 thé dirtng suy nghi théa thich xem minh c6 mu6én 1ay anh khong.

Ma t6i dau can lam thé, vi cau tra 19i ro rang la: co.

Mot ¢ nang toc vang, tran deo bang két cwdm quay sang ngo t6i that ky,
théi son cam trong tay. T6i nghi chac minh trong cling hoi ky, ding nhw
phong tay cam giay tat.

“Pang kia c6 thung rac day.” C6 ta hat dau chi. “Co c6 sao khong?”

“Khong sao. Cam on.” Bong dung t6i thay khong thé khong chia sé giay
phtt trong dai nhw thé nay. “Ban trai to6i dang cau hon to6i dé chirng!” “That
ha?” Ca dam con géi ditng trudc guwong quay phat lai nhin toi.
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“Dé& chirng’ 1a thé nao?” mot co téc do c6 voc dang manh mai mac mau
héng hoi, cap 16ng may nhiu lai. “Anh ay bdo gi? ‘Em cé...”?”

“Anh dy dang dinh néi thi cai dé6i tat tham hoa nay...” T6i gio tha pham
1én chitng minh. “Nén bay gio anh ay dang dirng hinh.”

“Dirng hinh?” ai d6 héi vé rat khong tin.

“Néu la toi, t6i sé quay lai that nhanh,” c6 toc do noéi. “Dting cho anh ta
thoi gian doi y.”

“Thu vi qua!” co toc vang noi. “Chung toi xem dwgce khong? Toi ghi hinh
duwoc khong?”

“Chung ta c6 thé cho Ién YouTube!” ban c6 ta chém vao. “Anh dy c6 thué
nhdy flash mob hay gi khong?”

“Toi nghi la khong...”

“Cai nay hoat dong thé nao?” Mot ba gia téc xam nhw thép tho bao cat
ngang cau chuyén cta ching t6i. Ba ta dang huo tay day gian dit dudi voi
phun nudc ria tay t¢ dong. “Bay ra du thit may moc nay ma lam gi? Xa
phong banh chang t6t chan a?”

“Pay nay, thé nay nay bac Dee 0i,” co téc dé diu dang ndi. “Bac dé tay
cao qua.”

To6i cdi not chiéc giay tat bén chan kia ra, va vi dang nao ciling dang & day
1oi, toi vdi l1dy lo dau dudng tay boi day hai bén chan tran. Téi chang mudn
sau nay sé ngo6i nhd lai, That la mot khodnh khdc ldng man tuyét voi, trir vu
chdn nhw bi ghé. Roi t6i moc dién thoai. T6i phai nhan cho Fliss. Toi bam
that nhanh: Anh dy dang néi!!! Mot gidy sau tin nhan cta chi da hién trén
man hinh:

Ko phai la e nt cho c giita chitng cudc cau hon chi!!!

Trong wc. Hodn 1p.
Tuyét voi!l!l 2ng dep doi lam.
C gui toi anh chang mot cai hon xxx.

Chac chac roi! 8’ sau xxx.
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“Anh dy la anh nao?” co6 téc vang hoi khi toi cat dién thoai. “T6i phai
ngomot cai mabi dugc!” Co ta lao vot ra khoi nha vé sinh, roi thoat da trd lai.
“O toi thdy roi. Anh da ngdm ngdi trong goc ha? Pep trai day. Nay, co bi lem
mascara roi kia.” CO6 ta chia cho t6i but tdy trang. “Cé mudn sta chut
khong?”

“Cam on lam.” T6i nhoén cuwdi dong diéu roi bat dau tdy nhitng cham den
li ti dwdi mat. Mai téc xoan mau hat dé cta t6i dang béi cao, va bong dung
t0i nghi hay la tha t6c x0a vai dé don nhan sy kién trong dai nay.

Khong. Nhuw thé sén qua. Toi 16i vai lon ra xodan bong bénh quanh mat
trong lic lam cudc danh gia téng thé. Son: mau hong ca hoi rat xinh. Bong
mat: mau xam lung linh lam n6i bat d6i mat xanh. Phan ma: han la khong can
ddam thém, dang nao mat t6i ciing sé dé birng 1én vi phan khich.

“Udc gi ban trai toi cling cau hon,” mot co téc dai mac do den nhin toi ao
wdc. “Co6 c6 meo gi thé?”

“Khong hiéu nita,” t6i dap, wéc sao minh c6 thé cho co ta mot vai 1oi
khuyén. “T6i nghi chac la vi ching t6i quen nhau ciing lau, thdy hgp nhau,
thay yéu nhau...”

“Nhung toi vGi ban trai cling thé. Chung t6i song chung, trén giwvong cling
tot, cai gi cling tuyét...”.

“Pung gay suc ép,” co toc vang khon ngoan khuyén.

“T6i chi nhac dén, mot nam mot lan.” C6 toc dai lic nay trong that kho sé.
“Ma anh ay da nhang lén, thé la thoi luon. Toi phai lam gi day? Chuyén ra
ngoai a? Pa sau nam roi...”

“Sau nam?” Ba gia dang sdy tay ngoanh lén nhin. “C6 bi céi gi vay?”

Co toc dai dé mat. “Toi khong bi cai gi ca,” cod ta dap. “Toi dang noi
chuyén rieng.”

“Chuyén riéng cai khi moc.” Ba gia khoat tay chi quanh phong. “Ca thién
ha dang nghe day.”

“Bac Dee!” Co toc do bdi réi. “Thoi nao!”

“Pirng c6 ndi théi nao véi bac, Amy!” Ba ta chia vao c6 toc dai doi mat
nho sang l6a. “Pan 6ng ciing nhw hd bao trong ritng. Ci¢ thady con moi la xoi
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ludn réi ngua guc. Co da dang moi tan miéng cop chi gi?”

“Khong don gian thé,” c6 toéc dai ham hye dap.

“Thoi chiang t6i, dan 6ng lay vg vi can ngu véi gai. BDay méi la dong lwc!”
Ba gia cwdi nhat. “Con thé hé bon ¢0, nao la ngt chung, nao la séng chung,
réi sau c6 doi nhan dinh hon. Pung la dudi 16n 1én dau.” Ba ta xach tui 1én.
“Pi théi Amy! Chau dgi cai gi?”

Amy tuyét vong li€c mot vong xung quanh vé xin 16i, r6i bién mat cung ba
bac. Chung t6i nhuéng may nhin nhau. Bung la mu gia chap mach.

“Pirng lo,” t6i an i va siét chat canh tay co gai. “To6i tin 1 a sém muon
moi chuyén ciing tot dep véi co thoi.” Toi mudn chia sé niém vui. T6i mudn
ai cling dugc hwédng may man nhu t6i va Richard: gap dugc nguwdi phu hop,
va nhan ra diéu do.

“U.” Co dy c6 ging hét sitc dé binh tinh lai. “C hy vong thé. Um, tbi
chic hai nguwdi séng véi nhau hanh phtc tron doi.”

“Cam on!” Toi tra lai but tay trang cho c¢6 toc vang. “To6i di ra day. Chuc
toi may man di!”

To6i lach duwong ra khoi phong vé sinh, nhin mot vong quanh nha hang tap
nap ma cam thay nhw minh vira bam nit “chay”. Richard kia, van ngoi dung
vi tri nhw khi t6i ditng day. Anh con khong thém nghich dién thoai nita. Han
la anh cling nhu t6i, dang don hét tam tri vao gidy phiat nay. Gidy phut dac
biét nhat trong doi ca hai ching toi.

“Em xin 16i nhé.” To6i trwgt nguwdi vao ghé, trao cho anh nu cuwdi du yém dé
thuwong nhat ctia minh. “Chung ta tiép tuc ch nhi?”

Richard mim cwoi dap lai, nhung t6i thdy anh da bi hoi mat da. Cé 1€
ching t6i can ttr tir quay lai cau chuyén.

“Hom nay la mot ngay dac biét,” toi noéi day khich 1€. “Anh c6 cam thay
thé khong?”

“Hoan toan dong y.” Anh gat dau.

“Cho nay dang yéu ghé.” To6i chi xung quanh. “Mot noi rat thich hop dé...
dé noi chuyén nghiém tic.”
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Toi bo hai tay 1én ban vé nhu vo tinh, va ding nhu t6i dy doan, Richard
nam lay tay to6i. Anh hit mot hoi that sau réi cau may.

“Nhan chuyén do, Lottie a, c6 mot diéu anh muon hoi.”

Khi mat chiing t6i cham nhau, anh hoi nhiu khé. “Anh nghi day chang
phai chuyén gi bat ngo khung khiép lam...”

Chuta oi, Chua oi bat dau réi.

“Vang?” Giong toi the thé day cang thang. “Anh chi dung thém banh mi
chi?”

Richard giat ban minh, va dau t6i ngoanh phat 1én. Nguwdi boi ban di dén
lang 1& dén mic ca hai ching t6i déu khong nhan ra. T6i chwa kip phan ttng
thi Richard da buéng loi tay to6i va dang néi vé banh mi nau u bot. Téi chi
muon 14t tung ca gié banh vi gian di. Anh bo6i nay khéng c6 mat a? Nha hang
khong dao tao cho ho cach do dau hiéu cia mét cude cau hon u?

Co6 thé nhan thay ca Richard ciing chung hitng. Ga béi ban ngd ngan ngu
ngoc. Sao hdn ta ddm ca gan pha héng gidy pht trong dai cia ban trai t6i
chi? “Thé,” t6i lai khich 1€, ngay khi ga boi di khéi. “Anh dang dinh héi gi?”

“A. O.” Anh nhin t6i cham chi va hit mot hoi that sau - roi nét mat anh lai
thay d6i. T6i ngac nhién nhin quanh thi thay mot tén boéi ct chudi nita dang lu
lu di t6i. Hw, cong bang ma néi, trong nha hang thi tranh sao duwgc chuyén
nay.

Ca hai cting goi mon - tdi hau nhw chang biét minh dang goi mén gi nita -
va ga boi bién mat. Nhung sé lai c6 ga khac dén thoi, bat ky lic nao. T6i thay
thuwong Richard hon bao gio hét. Anh sé cau hon thé nao trong hoan canh nay
chit? Canh dan 6ng sé lam thé nao nhi?

T6i khéng ngan n6i minh cwdi tinh quai nhin anh. “Hém nay anh khong
gdp may roi.”

“Khong han thé.”

“B0i ruegu sé dén ngay bay gio day,” tdi nhan xét.

“O day chang khac gi bung binh Piccadilly.” Anh dao mét vé rau i, va toi
thdy long minh am ap vi dong cam. Chung t6i cung hdi cung thuyén. Ai can
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biét anh cau hén lic nao? Ai quan tam néu day khong phai la mot khoanh
khac sap dat hoan hdo chit? “Chiing minh goi sam banh nhé?” anh hoi.

T6i khong ngan noi nu cuwdi ra vé biét téng. “Nhuw thé c6 hoi... s6m qua
khong?”

“O con tlly.” Anh nhuéng may. “Em néi xem c6 s6m khong?”

Ham y da qua r0, toi khong biét nén cwoi pha hay 6m cham 1ay anh nita.

“A, néu vay...” Toi dirng mot hoi that 1au, kéo dai khoanh khic dic biét
nay cho ca hai. “Cé. Cau tra 10i cua em la c6.”

Cdp may anh dan ra, t6i c6 thé cam thay noi cang thang rat khoi anh. Anh
thue sy da nghi t6i c6 thé tiv chéi uw? Anh that khiém ton. That la mot nguoi
dé thwong qua ddi. Oi Chiia oi! Chiing tdi sdp 14y nhau!

“Vang, tir tan day long em, Richard a,” t6i nhan manh, giong bong dung
run run. “Anh phdi hiéu chuyén nay c6 y nghia v6i em thé nao. Rat la... Em
khong biét phdi noi gi nita.”

Nhitng ngén tay anh siét chat tay toi, c nhu thé chiing t6i cé thit mat ma
riéng. Toi gan nhu thay tdi nghiép cho cac cap tinh nhan khac, ho phai noi r6
moi thit ra mdi duwgc. Ho khong c6 moi giao cdm nhw ching t6i.

Trong mot phut ca hai chi im lang. T6i cdm thay nhw mot dam may hanh
phtic bong bénh dang 6m 14y ca hai ching t6i. T6i nhitng muén dam may ay
ct bong bénh ¢ mai do6. Lic nay day toi da c6 thé nhin thay twong lai cua
chuing t6i trai ra treéc mat, cung son nha, cung day xe noi, cung trang tri cay
thong Noel v6i mdy nhoéc ti lam cham... B6 me anh c6 thé sé muén dén tham
va nghi lai vao 1é Giang sinh, ma nhw thé cling tuyét, vi t6i yéu b6 me anh.
Thyc té, viéc dau tién sau khi tat cd chuyén nay dugc cong bo 1a toi sé tGi
tham me anh & Sussex. Bac dy sé rat mirng dugc gidp mot tay cho 1€ cudi, ma
toi thi khong c6 me dé lo may vu do.

Bao nhiéu la kha nang. Bao nhiéu la ké hoach. Bao nhiéu la nam thang
cuoc doi dep dé sé ¢ bén nhau.

“Thé,” rot cudc t6i cling noi, diu dang co vao cac ngoén tay anh. “Anh vui
chit? Hanh phuc chit?”

“Khong gi hanh phtic hon.” Anh ve vuot ban tay t6i.
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“Em da nghi vé chuyén nay ca thé ky nay 16i.” T6i thd mot hoi dai day
thoa man. “Nhung em chang bao gio nghi la... Chang ai biét dwgc, phai
khong? Kiéu nhuw la... né sé nhu thé nao? Cam giac sé thé nao?”

“Anh hiéu y em.” Anh gat dau.

“Em sé nh@ mai can phong nay. Em sé nhd mai hinh anh anh ngay Iuc nay
day.” T6i siét tay anh chat hon.

“Anh cling thé,” anh dap gon lon.

DPiéu t6i mé nhat & Richard la anh c6 thé truyén tai biét bao nhiéu chi
trong mot cai liéc mat hay cai gat dau. Anh chang can phai néi nhiéu, vi t6i
6 thé doan y anh dé dang biét may.

Toi c6 thé thdy co téc dai dang quan sat ching toi tir dau kia phong, va
khong ngan n6i minh mim cuwdi vdi c6 ta. (Khong phdi la mim cwoi dac
thang, nhuw thé thi rat vo duyén. Ma la cudi bén 1én va biét on.)

“Hai nguoi c6 dung rwou vang khong, thwa 6ng? Thwa c6?” Boi rwegu dén
hoi va tdi ngudc 1én tuai roi.

“T6i nghi chung t6i can chit sam banh.”

“R0.”Anh ta cuoi dap lai. “Sam banh cua nha hang chit? Hodc ching toi
con c6 chai Ruinart rat tuyét cho cac dip dac biét...”

“Cho t6i Ruinart di.” T6i khong ditng duwgc phai chia sé niém vui. “Hom
nay la mot ngay rat dac biét! Ching t6i vira dinh hon!”

“O thwra c6!” Khudn mat nguwoi boi rvgu dan ra thanh nu cuwdi. “Cung hi
cung hi! Thua ong! Xin chuc mung ong!” Toi va anh ta cung quay sang
Richard

- nhung that ngac nhién, anh lai khong chia sé khoanh khac ngot ngao nay
cung toi. Anh dang tr6 mat nhin t6i nhw nhin ma. Sao mat anh lai trang béch
ra thé kia? Co van dé gi sao?

“Em...” Giong anh nghen nghet. “Em noi cai gi vay?”

T6i bong nhién hiéu sao anh lai bye tire. Tt nhién roi. Lic nao t6i cling la
dita lam héng moi chuyén bang cach néi toet ra.

“Richard, em xin 16i. Anh mudn bio cho b6 me biét trede a?” Toi ndm
chat tay anh. “Em hiéu ma. Ching ta sé khong noéi vdi ai nita hét, em hita.”
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“N6i cai gi co?” D6i mat anh md tron nhin xody vao toi. “Lottie, ching
minh c6 dinh hon dau.”

“Nhung...” Toi hoang mang nhin anh. “Anh vira cau hon em ddy thoi. Va
em da bao vang.”

“Anh dau c6 y do6!” Anh giat tay ra khai tay toi.

Pugc roi, hodc la anh hodc la t6i dang héa dién. Nguwoi boi rwgu da té nhi
rat lui, t6i con thdy anh ta dang xua cad nguwoi cam gio banh lic nay dang dinh
tré lai.

“Lottie, anh rat xin 16i, nhwng anh khong hiéu em dang néi chuyén gi.”
Richard lua tay vao toc. “Anh chwa hé néi chuyén cuwéi héi hay dinh hén hay
bat ctt chuyén gi twong tu ca.”

“Nhung... nhung anh 6 ngu y thé ma! Khi anh goi sam banh, r6i anh bao,
‘Em néi xem c6 sém khong’, réi em bdo ‘Vang, tir tan day long em’. That
duyén dang! That dang yéu!”

T6i dang cham cham nhin anh, chd anh gat dau, chd anh cam thay giong
nhu toi. Nhung anh chi nghét ra, va long toi chgt nhoi 1én sg hai.

“Y anh... khong phai 1 thé a?” Hong t6i nghen lai dén néi gan nhu khong
thé néi thanh 16i. T6i khong tin noi chuyén nay lai cé thé xdy ra. “Khong phai
anh dinh cau hon em a?”

“Lottie, anh khong cau hon em!” anh gat 1én. “Cham hét!”

Anh c6 can hét to dén thé khong? Khap xung quanh nhiéu cai dau dang
ngang lén nghe ngoéng.

“Puwgc roi! Em hiéu r6i!” T6i lay khan an lau mii. “Anh khéng viéc gi
phai tuyén b6 cho ca nha hang nghe.”

Cam giac bé bang xam chiém lay t6i. T6i ngdy nguoi ra vi dau khd. Lam
sao ma toi lai sai lam dén thé dugc chit?

Ma néu anh khéng cau hon t6i, thi 1y do la gi?

“Anh khong hiéu n6i.” Richard 1am bam mdt minh. “Anh chua ting néi
gi, ma chung ta ciing chwa titng nhac téi chuyén do...”

“Anh néi bao nhiéu lan r6i!” Sy tén thwong va con phan no dang phun
khoi miéng t6i. “Anh bdo anh md&i em di an bira trira ‘rat dac biét’.”
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“Pac biét that ma!” anh c6 cai. “Ngay mai anh sé di San Francisco.” “Anh
con hoi em c6 thich ho cua anh khong! Ho cua anh, Richard a!”

“Vi cong ty anh choi bé phiéu dua!” Richard trong rat hoang mang. “Chi
la tan chuyén binh thvong thoi ma!”

“Va anh con n6i muon dat ra cho em ‘mot cau hoi 16n’.”

“Khong phai mot cau héi 16n.” Anh lac dau. “Chi la mot cau hoi théi.”
“Em nghe ro rang ‘mot cau hoi 16n’.”

Tiép d6é la mot khoang im lang khon khé gitta hai ching t6i. Bam may
hanh phtic da bay mat r6i. Phim nhia mau Hollywood va vi cam réo rat cling
hét r6i. Ngudi boi ruegu té nhi luon to thwe don regu vao goc ban roi rat voi.

“Vay la gi?” cudi cung t6i néi. “Cai cau-hoi-co-vira thwe sy quan trong
do?”

Richard tréng nhw bi mac bay. “Khong quan trong. Bo qua di.” “Nao, anh
noi di!”

“Thoéi dugc 16i,” cubi cung anh cling n6i. “Anh chi dinh héi em minh nén
dung dam thuwéng ctia anh dé lam gi. Anh da tinh chiing minh c6 thé bay di
choi dau do.”

“Dam thuwong a?” toi khong kim dwgc minh budt ra. “Anh dat mot ban an
ddc biét r6i goi sam banh dé ndi vé chuyén dam thuong?”

“Khong! Y anh 1a...” Richard nhin mit. “Lottie, anh rat tiéc chuyén lic
nay.

Anh hoan toan khong biét...”

“Nhung ching minh vira noéi da thi vé chuyén hita hon!” T6i cdm thay
nwdc mat minh dang dang trao. “Em vuot tay anh va néi em rat hanh phic va
rang em da nghi vé chuyén nay ca ti nam r6i. Va anh thi dong y! Thé anh
nghi em dang ndi chuyén gi?”

Mat Richard dang dao tia lia nhw tim 16i thoat. “Anh nghi la em dang... em
hiéu y anh mudn n6i gi ma. Néi nham nhw moi khi.”

“N6i nham nhw moi khi?” T6i tr6 mét nhin anh. “Y anh 1a sao, thé nao 1a

‘noi nham nhw moi khi’?”
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Richard trong tham chi con tuyét vong hon. “Thuc tinh, khong phai luc
nao anh ciing hiéu em dang huyén thuyén cai gi,” anh bat chgt thi nhan. “Thé
nén nhiéu khi anh chi... gat dau cho xong.”

Gat dau cho xong?

T6i choang vang givong mat nhin anh. T6i c¢ twdng hai ching t6i c6 moi
rang budc va giao cam dac biét khong can dung t6i 10i ndi. T6i c nghi chiing
t0i c6 mat ma riéng. Thé ma tir dau dén gio anh chi gat dau cho xong.

Hai anh boi dat dia sa lat xuong triréc mat chiing toi roi voi rut du nhuw thé
hiéu chiing t6i khong c6 long da nao ma n6i chuyén. Téi cam nia 1én r6i lai
bé xudng. Richard hinh nhw con khong nhin thdy céi dia tredc mdt minh.

“Em mua cho anh cai nhan dinh hon,” t6i n6i dé khoi phai im lang. “Chua
0i.” Anh vui dau vao tay.

“Khong sao. Em s€ mang tra.”

“Lottie...” Trong anh that kho sé. “Chiing minh cé can phai... Mai anh di
10i.

Ching minh khong thé chuyén sang chu dé khac dwgc a?”

“Thé, anh c6 bao gid muon lay vg khong?” Ngay khi héi cau ay, toi da
thay long da quadn that. M&i mot phut trwdc tdéi con nghi minh da dinh hon.
To6i da chay hét cudc marathon. T6i dang ao qua sgi day cang & vach dich, hai
canh tay vung lén phan khich. Con bay gid t6i da quay lai vach xuat phat,
budc day giay, tham chi con khéng biét cé cude chay nao hay khong.

“Anh... 6i troi, Lottie... anh khong biét.” Nghe nhuw anh dang bi don vao
duwong cling. “Y anh 1d 6, chic 1a c6.” Anh ddo mit, cang lic cang
luéngcudng. “Cé 1&. Em hiéu ma. Mot Iic nao d6.”

Cha. Ban sé khong thé doc dwoc tin hiéu nao ro rang hon thé. C6 thé anh
sé cam thay mudn 14y ai dé, vao ltic nao d6. Nhung ngwoi dé khong phai toi.

Va r6i con tuyét vong ra roi bong ap lén t6i. T6i da tin tir tan day long
rang day la Ntra Kia ctia minh. Lam sao t6i lai sai 1am dén nhv thé dugc co
cht? T6i cam thady minh khéng bao gid con co thé tin twdng vao ban than
nia.
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“Pugc r6i.” T6i nhin dam dam xubng dia xa lat mat mot lic, mat dém
ting 14 rau, tirng lat bo, ting hat lyu, 6 gang gan két mach suy nghi trong
dau. “Van dé la, Richard a, em muon cwéi. Em mudn lay chéng, cé con, xay
nha - tit ca nhitng thi &y. Va em muon cung anh xay dung t6 am. Nhung hon
nhan la y nguyén cta cd hai.” T6i dirng lai, hit that sdu dé cd gi binh tinh.
“Vay nén em nghi that may la em da sém biét sw that. Du sao ciing caAm on
anh.”

“Lottie!” Richard hot hoang néi. “Khoan da! Chuyén nay chang thay doéi
diéu gi hét...”

“No thay doi tat ca. Em khong con tré nita, khong thé ngoi phong chd mai
dwgc. Néu chuyén cta ching ta khong di dén dau thi tot hon la em biét tw gio
va budc tiép. Anh hiéu khéng?” T6i c6 mim cwoi, nhung cac co twoi budi da
xin nghi phép r6i. “Chuc anh di San Francisco that vui. Em nghi em nén vé
thoi.” Nwdc mat ta qua mi. Toi phai nhanh chéng roi khoi day. Toi sé quay
lai cong ty, xem lai bai thuyét trinh ngay mai. T6i da xin nghi chiéu nay,
nhung dé lam gi chié? Pang nao t6i cling chang can goi dién bdo tin vui cho
ban bé nita roi.

Trén duong di ra, toi cdm thdy c6 mdt ban tay chdp 1dy canh tay minh. Toi
giat minh quay lai thi thay c6 téc vang deo bang do6 két cwom dang nhin 1én.

“Thé nao?” 6 ta phan khich héi. “Anh ay c6 trao nhan khong?”

Cau hoi nhr mot 1wdi dao dam thang vao tim téi. Anh dy chang trao nhan
ma ciling chang con la ban trai cta t6i nita. Nhung t6i tha chét con hon thira
nhan diéu do.

“Thyc tinh 1a...” t6i vénh ngwgc cam lén. “Thyc tinh 1a anh dy cau hon,
nhung t6i tir cho6i.”

“0i.” C6 ta bum tay lén miéng.

“Pung thé day.” T6i bat gap anh mat co téc dai & ban bén dang cang tai
nghe lom. “T6i da bao khong.”

“Co bao khong a?” Co ta trong sitng s6t dén noi khién t6i phan nd.

“Pung!” T6i quac mat nhin co ta véi vé thach thirc. “Toi bado khong. Rot
cudc thi ching t6i khong hgp nhau, nén t6i da quyét dinh cat dit. Du anh ay
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rat muon lay t6i, sinh con, nudi cho, va du thi...”

Céam thay nhitng anh mat to mo dang x6i vao lwng minh, t6i lién quay
nguoi lai thi thay ca 16 ngwdi dang ha hoc miéng nghe. Chang 1€ ca cai nha
hang khon kiép nay dang cho vao vu nay sao?

“T6i bado ‘Khong’!” Giong toi cao vit bat binh. “T6i bao khong. Khéng!”
TG6i hét that to vé phia Richard, lic nay van dang ng6i & ban, trong cuc ky
ngo ngac. “Em xin 16i, Richard. Em biét anh yéu em va em biét ngay ldic nay
em dang lam tim anh tan nat. Nhwng cau tra 10i la khong!”

Thé ro6i, cam thdy nhe nhom hon mét chat, t6i sai buwéc ra khoi nha hang.

Toi quay lai cong ty, thay ban da dinh day nhitng to gidy nhd mdi. Dién
thoai chac da réo lién tuc trong khi t6i di. T6i ngoi phich xuéng ghé va thd
dai run ray. Roi toi nghe thdy tiéng ho. Kayla, c6 bé thuc tap, dang loanh
quanh gan ctta phong lam viéc ti xiu cda to6i. Kayla thap tho bén ctra phong
toi sudt ngay. Co bé chiu khé hon bat ky nhan vién thuc tap nao toi tirng gap.
Co bé viét kin hai mat thiép Giang sinh ca tung t6i la kiéu mau truyén cam
hitng, r6i ké minh sé chang doi nao di thuc tdp & Hang dwoc pham Blay néu
khong phai vi nghe t6i néi chuyén & Pai hoc Bristol. (Bai n6i chuyén rat
tuyét voi, toi phai cong nhan thé. So vdi cac bai tuyén dung cta cac hang
duwgc pham.)

“Bita trura thé nao?” Mat c6 bé sang long lanh.

Tim t6i roi cai thich. Tai sao t6i lai di ké vGi c6 bé vé chuyén Richard sé
cau hon toi lam quai gi co ch? T6i da qua ty tin. Thay c6 bé hao hitng ma t6i
dam ra phan khich. Co6 bé khién t6i cam thdy minh la ni* siéu nhan viéc gi
cling gioi.

“T6t thoi. Pugc. Nha hang dep.” T6i bat dau 1at 1at gidy to trén ban, nhw
thé dang tim mdt thong tin nao dé hét sirc cap thiét.

“Thé, chi da dinh hon réi chi?”

Loi co6 bé nhu xat mudi 1én da béng. Con bé nay khéng biét thé nao la té
nhi a? Chang ai lai di héi dop sép, “Chi da dinh hon roi chi?” ca. Nhat la néu
lic dy ba sép khong deo mot cai nhan mdi tinh to by, ma t6i thi ré ranh ranh
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la khong. Co 1€ t6i can nhé vu nay khi viét danh gia. Kayla khong gioi xac
dinh gidi han trong quan hé cong viéc.

“A.” T6i phui 40 khoac, ndn nd kéo dai thdi gian, nuét cuc nghen trong
hong xudng. “Thyc tinh la khéng. Thuc tinh la t6i da quyét dinh tr choi.”
“That u?” Co bé hoang mang.

“That.” T6i gat dau mdy lan lién. “Rat that. T6i da di dén két luan vdi
minh, & do tudi nay, & tam mitc cong viéc nay, thi di bwdc ay la khong khon
ngoan.”

Kayla trong nhuw vira tring don. “Nhwng ma... hai anh chi hgp nhau thé co
ma.”

“Cha, nhitng chuyén nhw thé nay dau c6 don gidn nhw vé bé ngoai, Kayla
0i.” Toi lat gidy td nhanh hon. “Chac 1a anh ay dau kho 1am.”

“Héan roi,” toi ngwng mot gidy roi dap. “Um. Kha tuyét vong. Thuc té ...
anh ay da khéc.”

T6i mudn noi gi cling dugce. Co bé sé chang bao gio gap Richard nita. Toi
han 1a ciing chang bao gi®o con gap anh nita. Va c nhv mdt don thui vao gitta
bung, sy that tan nhan lai gidng xudng t6i. Hét ro6i. Hét han roi. T6i sé khong
bao gid ngu véi anh nita. T6i sé khong bao gio thitc gidc bén anh nita. Toi sé
khong bao gid 6m anh nita. Khong hiéu sao chuyén do, chit khong phai moi
chuyén khac, 1am t6i muén rong twéng lén.

“Oi Lottie, chj ding 1a nguén cam hitng bat tan.” Mit Kayla sang ruc.
“Biét viéc gi c6 hai cho sy nghiép ctia minh, roi da diing khi bam try, r6i bao,
‘Khong! Toi sé khong lam nhu moi ngwoi trong dgi.””

“Chinh thé.” T6i gat dau tuyét vong. “T6i dang hanh dong vi phu ni¥ & moi

I »

nol
Quai ham t6i run lén. T6i phai chdm ditt cudc néi chuyén nay ngay lap
tirc, néu khong muon diéu toi té nhw “0a khoc tu tu treéc mat c6 bé thye tap”
xuat hién trong tiéu sit cia minh.
“Thé, c6 tin nhdn quan trong nao khong?” Toi Iwét qua chd gidy nhd ma
khong nhin.
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“MGt caa Steve vé budi n6i chuyén ngay mai, va mot anh Ben nao do6 goi
dién t6i.”

“Ben nao?”

“Ben thoi. Anh ta bao chi biét.”

Chang ai lai tv xung 1a “Ben th6i” ca. Han la tay sinh vién tdo ton nao dé
tirng gap t6i ¢ budi tuyén dung, gio dang c6 chen chan vao ctra. T6i thyc tinh
khong co6 hing luc nay.

“OK. Bugc r6i. Toi sé xem lai bai thuyét trinh bay gio. Thé nén...” T6i
bam bitra chudt cho dén Iic c6 bé di ra. Thd sau. Giit chat quai ham. Manh mé
lén. Manh mé€ 1én, manh mé 1én, manh mé lén.

Dién thoai reo, t6i bat may bang mot ci chi nhanh nhen day quyét doan.
“Charlotte Graveney xin nghe.”

“Lottie! Chi day!”

T6i phai ¢6 cuwdng lai ¥ mudn dip 6ng nghe ngay lap titc. “0, chio chi
Fliss.” T6i nuot nudc bot. “Chao.”

“Vay la... em thé nao?”

Toi nghe 10 giong diéu dua cot ctia chi va chiti mang minh khong tiéc 16i
trong bung. Lé ra t6i khong bao gid nén nhan cho chi lic & nha hang.

Khon kho than t6i. No6i thong kho khon cung. Viéc gi toi phai di ké 1€
chuyén yéu dwong vai ba chi gai chd? Viec quai gi toi phai n6i minh dang
hen ho v6i Richard ch&? Pa thé con di gidi thiéu ho v6i nhau. Da thé lai con
di khoe khoang vé chuyén cau hon.

Lan sau c6 gdp thang cha nao, t6i sé khong noi gi vdi ai hét. Khong mot
tr. Khong mot am tiét. Téi ching nao ching t6i da cwdi nhau, song hanh
phuc tron mot thap ky, dé ba ditra con va vwra 1ap lai 16i hon thé. Téi luc do, va
chi t6i ldc d6 thdi, tdi méi nhin tin cho Fliss ma bao: BIET TIN CHUA? EM
VUA GAP MOT NGUOI! ANH AY DE THUONG LAM!

“0, em khoe.” T6i c6 1dy giong nhe nhang, diém tinh. “Thé chi thé nao?”
“Pdng nay on ca. Vay la...?”

Chi bé ltrng cau hoi & d6. Toi biét rd y chi 1a gi. Y chi 13, Vdy Id, chdc em
dang x6 m¢t chiéc nhdan vdi vién kim cuong dai twéng va ndng ly Bollinger
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con Richard dang mut ngon chdn em trong phong khach san cuc ky nao chit
ha?

T6i cdm thay nhoi dau. T6i khong thé no6i vé chuyén nay. Téi khong thé
chiu dugc nhitng 10i chia buén 6n ao cta chi. Panh trong lang sang chuyén
khac nao. Gi cling dugc. Nghi di.

“Thé. O ma.” Tdi c6 ging lam ra vé twoi tinh. “O' ma. Um, thyc ra em
dang suy nghi. Thyc long ma ndi em nén ndop don vao cai khoa thac si ly
thuyét kinh doanh hdi gi di. Chi biét 1a em van c6 y dinh hoc ma. Y em 13, em
con dgi cai gi chit? Em c6 thé dang ky vao Birkbeck, di hoc trong thoi gian
ranh... Chi thiy sao?”
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Chuong 2
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Chua oi. Toi chi muén khéc vui. Hong bét roi. T6i khong biét vi sao nhung
moi chuyén hong hét roi.

C* mo6i mot moi quan hé phang teo, Lottie thé nao ciing lai néi chuyén
hoc thac si. Cit nhw phan xa cé diéu kién vay.

“Co6 khi em con hoc tiép 1én tién si dy chit, chi nhi?” né noéi ti€p vGi mot
thodng run rat khé trong giong néi. “Pi nwdc ngoai nghién citu ciing nén?”

Nguwdoi ngoai chac sé bi n6 qua mat cai ret - nhung t6i thi dirng hong. Toi
la chi n6. Va to6i biét n6 dang réi boi.

“0,” t6i néi. “Puogc. Ra nwdc ngoai hoc tién si. Hay day!”

C6 gang héi thém hay noi huych toet ra cling chang ich gi. Lottie c6 quy
trinh khac phuc 16i d6 v& quan hé mang thwong hiéu riéng. Bung bao gio hoi
thic con bé, va cam khoéng dwgc to ra thwong hai. Toi da duwgc bai hoc dat gia
vé chuyén do.

D6 la lan no chia tay véi Seamus. Con bé tGi tridc ctra nha téi véi hop
kem Phish Food va d6i mat dé van, con toi thi di hoi cau ngu ngoc nhat doi:
“Em sao thé?” Ci&¢ nhv cham ngoi, n6 bung né nhw na dan: “Chua o1, Fliss!
Em khéng c6 quyén dén nha chi, an kem cung chi ma khong phai nghe may
10i tham van chét tiét nay sao? Em chi mu6n danh thoi gian bén chi gai minh.
DPoi dau chi xoay quanh moi bon dan 6ng. Co thé chi la em muon... danh gia
lai doi minh. Di lam thac si gi do.”

ROi cai 1an Jamie da no, t6i lai ngé ngan thot 1én: “Oi Chda o1, toi nghiép

»

e Im.
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N6 quat cho t6i mét tran. “T6i nghiép em ha? Chi néi t6i nghiép em la thé
nao? Troi a, Fliss, chi thay t0i nghiép vi em khéng cé thang giai nao bén canh
chac? Thé ma em c twéng chi ung ho ni¥ quyén co day.” N6 trit ca coi long
tan nat vao mat tran tong si va t6i, chi thiéu diéu lam t6i phai di cay tai.

Vay nén luc nay t6i chi ngoi im nhw théc, nghe né huyén thuyén nao la
van c6 du dinh phat trién tinh yéu hoc thuat tiém tang trong né tir ca ti nam
nay roi, nao la chang mdy ai danh gia ding nang luc tri tué ctia né, nao la
thay gido hudng dan tirng dé cir n6 cho giai thwdng & trueong dai hoc, t6i biét
khong? (Thuc té la t6i biét: né da ké chuyén d6 ngay sau lan cat dit véi
Jamie.)

Cudi cung né im lang. T6i nin thd. Rat co6 thé ching t6i da tién sat dén van
de cot 10i.

“A, tién day bao véi chi 1a Richard v6i em hét 1a mot cip roi,” né noi, kiéu
0 ho nhw vt cho t6i mot thong tin tinh co nhé ra.

“O thé 4?” t6i hoi lai vdi cling sic giong. Nghe ci¥ nhw ching t6i dang ban
tan vé mot tinh tiét rat phu trong bd phim EastEnders. “U, bon em thdi nhau
16i.”

“Hiéu.” “Khong hop.”

“A. 0. bing 1a...” T6i tim mai khong ra chi ndo trung tinh chi c6 mdt am
tiét nita. “Chi dinh néi that 1a...”

“U. That 1a d6.” N6 nging 15i. “Vé mit nao do.”

“U. Thé cau ta...” T6i dang chon von quanh vo tritng. “Chi dinh noi 1,
khong phadi la em...”

Chuyén qudi gi da xdy ra trong khi m&i mot tiéng dong ho trudc hai nguoi

con dang CAU HON nhau? Téi dinh héi thé.

Khong phai Iic nao t6i cling tin 10i Lottie. Pau 6c né nhiéu khi trén cung
trang lam. Mat né chi thay cai gi n6 muon thady. Nhung thé c6 troi, toi cling
tin chang kém gi no la Richard dang chuan bi cau hon no.

Va bay gio, chang nhitng khong cé hén wdc ma ching n6é con bé nhau?
Toi khong thé khong bi soc nang. Toi cling biét kha rdo vé Richard, anh chang
thudc hang ti t€. T té nhat trong lich st hen ho ctia né, néu ban héi t6i. (Con
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bé da héi t6i, rat nhiéu lan, thuwong la vao nita dém trong lic say mém va
chura kip nghe t6i néi xong da ngat 10i tuyén bo rang n6 yéu cau ta du toi nghi
thé nao.) Cau ta la ngudi vitng vang, ti té, thanh cong. Khong cuc can, khong
day dua tinh cii. Pep trai nhung khong mo hao. Lai con yéu né. Bay méi la
diéu quan trong. Ping hon la diéu duy nhat c6 y nghia. Hai dita n6 hita hen
sé 1a mot cdp doi hanh phiic. Gitta ching c6 moi giao cam. Cach ca hai néi
chuyén véi nhau, tréu dua nhau, ng6i canh nhau, Itic nao cau ay ciling vong
tay diu dang om quanh vai con bé, dwa ngon tay nghich toc con bé. Cach ca
hai Iic nao ciling dang c6 chung mot du dinh - du 1a mua sushi vé an, hay di
nghi & Canada. O chiing toat ra cai vé thudc vé nhau. Nhin 1a thdy. It ra 1a t6i
thay theé.

Dinh chinh: t6i c6 thé thay vay. Thé thi sao ciu ta lai khong thé?

Thang ngoc, thang khon nan. Han ta mudn gi & ban gai minh co chit? Rot
cudc thi em géi tdi cé diém nao khong dugc? Hay han ta nghi né dang ngan
tré chuyén tinh boc Itra cia han v6i mot siéu mau cang dai nao day?

To6i xa con tirc bang cach gian dit quang t0 gidy vira vo tron trong tay vao
b6 gidy 1on. Ngay titc khac t6i nhan ra do la to gidy quan trong. R khi.

Pau day kia van im lang. T6i nhw cam thdy no6i kho s& cua Lottie dang
chay ran rat trén duong day. Troi oi, t6i khong chiu néi nita réi. To6i cdc quan
tam sé lam né nhot thé nao, téi phai dwgc biét thém. Than kinh qué di mat.
Méi phit tredc chiing n6 con sap 1ay nhau dén noi, phit sau da thanh Lottie
Chia Tay, Ban 1, khong qua 6 xuat phat.

“Chi twdng em bdo anh ay c6 ‘mot cau héi 16n’?” t6i hdi hét sirc té nhi.

“U. A. Anh 4y d6i bai,” né c6 ra vé hd hitng. “Anh ay bao khong phai
‘mot cau hoi 16n’. Chi la ‘mot cau hoi’ théi.”

T6i nhiu mat. Qua té. “Mat cau hoi 16n” khong cé cung tinh chat nhw “mot
cau hoi” thong thuong. Tham chi né con khong phai la mot tap con. “Vay cau
héi do la gi?”

“Héi vé dam thwdng, thé day,” n6 noi giong vo cam.

Dam thwéng? Ac. Toi hoan toan c6 thé hinh dung sau d6 ra sao. Ian
Aylward, t6i chgt nhan ra, dang ditng & ctra s6 phong lam viéc cta t6i. Anh ta
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dang huo tay mua chan tan loan. T6i biét anh ta dinh doi gi. D6 la bai phat
biéu cho lé trao giai t6i nay.

“Xong ro6i,” t6i map may moi, noi doi trang trgn va chi vao may tinh nhw
thé do 16i cong nghé ma n6 con ket trong may chwa chay dugc ra. “Dgi toi
gui email. Gui - E - Mail.”

Cudi cung anh ta cling di. T6i li€c nhin dong ho, tim dap don. Toi con
ding muoi phut dé vira lang nghe Lottie day thng cam, vira viét not bai ndi,
vira trang diém.

Khong, con chin phut rudi.

Bung t0i nhoi 1én cdm gidc cam ghét Richard. Néu bat budc phai bép nat
trai tim em gai toi thi sao han khéng chon 1ay ngay nao khac ngoai cai ngay
toi ban ron phat khung nhat nam ch? T6i v6i va m@ bai phat biéu ra va go
tiép.

Cubi cung, toi xin cdm on tdt cd moi nguoi dd cé mdt & day toi nay. Cd
nhitng nguoi doat gidi, va nhitng nguoi lic nay dang nghién rdng tic gidn.
Té6i nhin thdy cdc anh day! ( Ding lgi cho nghe cuoi.)

“Lottie, em biét ddy, t6i nay cho chi t6 chitc mot 1€ trao giai 16n,” t6i noi
vé toi 16i. “Chi con nam phut la phai di r6i. Néu ghé qua duwgc cho em, chi sé
qua ngay trong mot nhip tim, em biét day...”

Quéa muon. T6i nhan ra minh vira mac mot sai lam khing khiép. T6i vira
to ra thong cam. Pang nhw t6i nghi, n6 16ng 1én.

“Ghé qua?” no6 phi ra khinh bi. “Khong viéc gi phai ghé qua! Chi twong
em byc boi chuyén Richard dy a? Chi twéng cd doi em chi quay quanh mot
thang cha thoi a? Em con chang théem nghi dén anh ta nita ay chit. Em chi goi
dé ké chi nghe vé du dinh di hoc thac si cia em théi. Chi vi chuyén do thoi.”

“Chi biét r6i,” to6i dau diu. “T4at nhién roi.”

“Chac em sé xem c6 chuwong trinh trao doi nao & My khong. Cé thé la
Stanford...”

N6 ¢ noi, con toi ¢t dién cuéng go. Toi da ndi bai nay sau lan réi. Van
chi 1a 10i cfi, nam nao ciing thé, xao di xao lai.
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Nganh kinh doanh khach san khéng lic nao ngung sang tao va khoi goi
cdm hitng. T6i that khdm phuc nhitng thanh twu dot phd ma chung té6i da thdy
trong nganh nay.

Khong dugce. D& qua. Toi xo6a di roi bat dau go lai.

Toi thdt khdm phuc nhitng thanh twu va tién b6 ma chung t6i, nhom viét
ddnh gid, da duoc chitng kién trén khdp thé gidi.

Puoc. “Chitng kién” khién sy vu nay cé vé nang ky hon nhiéu. Nghe ci
nhw thé cd nam ching t6i da cung nhau ban thdo véi cac nha tién tri than
thanh chtt khéng phai v6i cdic my nhan PR ram nang di giay got tam, trinh
dién thanh tyu méi nhat trong ky nghé mac khan tam khoe dang bén hé boi.

Xin danh loi cdm on dén Bradley Rose, nhw moi lan...

Nén cam on Brad treéc? Hay Megan? Hay Michael?

Toi sé bo quén ai d6. Cam doan ddy. P6 la luat pho quat ctia bai cdm on.
Lan nao cting bé quén mot yéu nhan trong dai nao day, roi chop 1dy mic lan
nita ma the thé hét tén ho, nhung chang con ai lang nghe. Ro6i thi sé phai tim
dén tan noi ma cam on roi rit ca nra gio' dong ho khon kho, trong lic ca hai
déu cwoi twoi réi, nhung trong dau ho thi chi tau di tau lai: C6 da quén mat sv
ton tai cua toi.

Xin danh loi cam on dén tdt ca nhitng nguoi da gop phan lam nén Ié trao
gidi nay, tat ca nhitng nguoi khéng gop phan lam nén lé trao gidi nay, toan
boé nhan vién cua toi, toan bé nhan vién cua cac ban, toan bo gia dinh cua
chiing ta, toan bé bdy ti nguoi trén dia cau, Lay Chua/ Allah/ Thuong dé...

“... thue tinh em thdy day la m6t dong thai tich cwe. That day Fliss a. Day
la co hoi dé sap xép lai cudc doi em, chi hiéu khong? Em mu6n néi la em can
mot vu thé nay.”

Toi chud y tré lai vao 6ng nghe. Quyét tam khong chiu thira nhan c6 gi
khong 6n la mot trong nhitng dic tinh dang yéu nhat cta Lottie. Long can
dam dén mirc cing dau cling c6 cua nd khién tim téi dau t6i mic toi chi
muoén 6m cham lay né.

Nhung diéu do cling khién t6i muon vo dau bit tai. Lam t6i mudn hét am
1én, Hdy théi noi vé chuyén thac si thac sting nira di! Ci¥ thanh thdt vdi long
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minh la em rat buén di!

Vi t6i biét tinh thé roi sé ra sao. To6i da chitng kién nhiéu lan. Lan nao chia
tay cling y hét nhw nhau. Lic dau thi tich cwc va can dam. Khéng chiu thtra
nhan c6 gi khong 6n. Suét nhiéu ngay, c6 khi nhiéu tuan, n6 chang hé suy
sup, mat lic nao ciing twoi hon hén, va nhitng nguwdi khong biét rd sé bao,
«“0, Lottie trai qua chuyén chia tay rét ctr.”

Cho t6i lic phan tng dén cham ro6i ciing t6i. Va khong lan nao khong téi.
T&i trong mot hanh dong bdc dong, qua quat, r6 dai kinh khing khién né
phdén pho dwge nam phit. Moi 1an mot kiéu. Xam hinh trén mat ca chan; cat
toc gan troc; mua can ho dat cat c6 ¢ khu trung tam Borough dé r6i sau phai
ban di chiu 16. Pang ky gia nhap mot t6 chitc ta gido. Xé khuyén “ché mat”
dé dén noi nhiém trung. Vu do la khiép nhat.

Khong, toi rut lai, vu ta gido mdi la khiép nhat. N6 cting cho bon ho sau
tram bang, va dén gig van con ndéi chuyén “ngd dao”. Bon kén kén khon nan.
T6i doan chac bon ching phai Iwgn 10 khap London, hit ngi tim c6 nao vira
bi da.

Mai tdi sau giai doan phén pho choc 1at réi rot cudc Lottie suy sup dén thé
tham. Va roi sau dé6 méi dén man khoc 16c bo viéc va man lai nhai “Fliss, sao
chi khong ngan em lai?” Hoac “Fliss, em ghét cai hinh xam nay qua!” Hoac
“Fliss, lam sao ma em di bac si dugc bay gio? Em nguong qua! Em biét lam
gl dayyyyy?”

Toi bi mat goi cac vu phat r6 hau chia tay dé la nhitng Lia Chon Khong
May, mot cum tir me rat hay noi hoi con song. Cum tir nay c6 thé dung dé chi
bat ky cai gi, t* m6t d6i giay phan trac cua 6ng khach duv tiéc t6i dén quyét
dinh sau cung chay theo mot c6 hoa hau Nam Phi ctia b t6i. “M6t lwwa chon
khong may,” me lam bam, dnh mat lanh bang, con hai di¥a ching t6i thi run
ban 1én, tham cam on ngo6i sao chiéu ménh vi minh khong phai la ké thuc
hién Lya Chon Khong May do.

ft khi t6i nhé me. Nhung d6i lic t6i ciing wdc gid con sét lai mot thanh
vién nao khac trong gia dinh dé gitp t6i va viu lai cudc doi rach twép cua
Lottie. Cha t6i thi khong tinh. M6t 1a, 6ng dang song & Johannesburg. Va hai
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nita, néu khong noéi chuyén ngwa nghéo, hay khong phai goi tdi dé moi ong
mot ly vang, thi 6ng coc them dé tam.

Bay gio, khi nghe Lottie huyén thuyén vé cac chwong trinh dao tao, toi
thdy tim minh chung xudng. Lai thém mot Lya Chon Khong May nita dang
lu It xuat hién. N6 chac chan dang an nap dau dé. Toi cam thdy minh dang
sam soi duwong chan troi, tay che trén mat, ty héi & noi nao sé c6 con ca map
troi 1én ddp lay chan Lottie.

Toi wéc gi né chiti bgi, quat thao va dap pha do dac. Néu thé toi c6 thé thé
phao; con dién sé duwgc tong ra khéi né. Hoi bé Daniel, téi chiti tuc su6t hai
tuan. Nhw thé chang hay ho gi. Nhung it ra toi cling khong gia nhap ta gio.

“Lottie...” t6i day tran. “Em biét ngay mai chi sap di nghi phép hai tuan
chi?”

“A biét.”

“Vay em c6 6n khong?”

“Tat nhién em sé on.” Lai cai giong khinh thi ay. “T6i nay em sé goi pizza
va tu mot chai vang ngon. Thyc t& 1a em di muén lam thé ca ti ndm r6i.” “U,
thé cit ki€m mot chai ngon vao. Mién la dirng nhan chim noi dau.”

Pay lai la mot cau khac cia me. Mat t6i nhuw chgt nhin chdy me gay nhu
que trong bd vest trang va bong mat xanh 14 cay lap lanh. “Nhan chim noi
dau, cac con yéu.” Me ngo6i bén ti rwgu trong nha chiing t6i & Hong Kong,
hai tay 6m ly Martini trong khi Lottie va toi nhin me, xing xinh hai bo vay
héng giong nhau xach tay tit Anh vé.

Khi me ra ngoai roi, ching t6i hay ngam nga lai cau d6 cho nhau nghe nhu
mot thit ton gido. T6i c¥ dinh ninh day 1 a m6t cau chic rwgu, kiéu nhue “Can
chén”, dé r6i may nam sau do, tdi da gay soc ¢ nha mét co ban cung 16p trong
gi0 an trra vai ca gia dinh khi nang coc 1én ma bao, “Nao, mdi ca nha, nhan
chim con dau.”

Bay gid cau dé dugc ching toi dung dé am chi viéc “udng say bi ti va lam
tro hé dang xau ho”.

“Em sé khong nhan chim noi dau dau, cdAm on chi,” Lottie dop lai, nghe
rat gian dit. “Ma, du sao thi, cau dé nén danh cho chi, Fliss a.”
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T6i hinh nhw da cé 1an qua chén sau khi cat ditt véi Daniel, va hinh nhw da
lam mot bai dién van song dong trong mot quan ca ri déng kin thwe khach.
Noi vay cling dang.

“O phai.” Tbi thé dai. “Néi chuyén sau.”

T6i bo mdy, nham mat, danh ra mwoi gidy cho ndo khdi dong lai va tap
trung. Phai quén chuyén tinh &i cia Lottie di. Phai nghi vé 1é trao thuéng.
Phdi viét xong bai phat biéu. Ngay bay gio. Lam thoi.

T6i m& mat, thoan thoat go mot danh sach dai nhitng ngwdi can cam on.
ROt cudc dai dén hon muoi dong, nhung can tac vo dy ndy. Toi email cho Ian,
tiéu déBai phdt biéu! Khan! ro6i ding bat ddy khoi ban.

“Fliss!” T6i vira ra khoi phong, Celia da nhay bo dén t6i. Co ay la mot
trong nhitng cong tac vién c6 nhiéu bai viét nhat, v4i khdée mat chan chim la
ddu an nghé nghiép cia cac cay but viét bai vé spa chuyén nghiép. Ai ciling
twong di spa la sé xda sach dwgc tac hai cia nang, nhung téi thay thwong la
nguoc lai thi ding hon. Thé la nguwdi ta nén thoi mé thém spa & Thai Lan di.
Hay xay spa ¢ cac nudc phwong Bac lanh 180 chang c6 ti anh mat trdi nao la
tot nhat.

Hirm. Y hay?

T6i bam cai BlackBerry choanh choach: Spa kh6ng ndng? roi nhin lén.
“On ca cht?”

“Lao Trau Dién dang & day. Pang cau tiét.” C6 ta nudt nwdc miéng. “Co
khi t6i chuén théi.”

Trau Dién la biét danh ca gidi dat cho Gunter Bachmeier. Lao ta la chu
mot chudi mudi khach san hang sang, song & Thuy Si, vong eo ca tram phan.
To6i biét ldo dwgc moi, nhung chang tinh la 1o sé dén. Nhat la sau bai danh
gia cua chung toi vé khach san kiém spa ctia 1do & Dubai, Tinh Cau Bong Co.

“Khong sao dau. Khong phai lo.”

“Pirng mach la t6i nhé.” Giong Celia run ray.

“Celia.” T6i bop chat hai vai co6. “C6 bao vé y kién cia minh chi#?”

“Co.”
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“Vay la tot r6i.” T6i san sang truyén sitc manh cho c6, nhung trong co qua
khiép hai. That kinh ngac 1a mot nguwdi cé ngoi but sac nhon, tan bao, di dom
nhw vay ngoai doi lai diu dang va nhay cam dén thé khi gap.

Hirm. Y hay?

Toi bam: Gdp g& nguoi viét bai?? HO so cd nhdn ??

R6i x0a di. Chang doc gid nao mudn gap nguoi viét bai danh gia ca.
Chang ai mu6n biét “CBD” song & Hackney va ngoai ra con la mot nha tho
c6 tiéng. Ho chi mudn biét tép tién day cOp cua minh sé mua dugc tat ca
lvgng nang troi/tuyét trang, bai bién/nii non, ndi ¢6 don/du khach la luot,
bong Ai Cap/vong treo, am thwc hdo hang/sandwich & cau lac bo hang sang
twong xing véi chuyén nghi dudng nam sao cua ho.

“Khong ai biét ‘CBD’ la ai dau. C6 dugc an toan.” T6i vo vo lén canh tay
co. “T6i phdi chay day.” Toi tiép tuc sai budc trén hanh lang. Toi di dén hoi
treong trung tam va nhin quanh. Pay la mot gian sanh rong, thoang dang, cao
hai tang - khoang khong gian an twgng duy nhat & Pincher International - va
nam nao cac bién tap vién phu ngbi trong cac phong lam viéc chat citng cia
ching t6i cling ho la doi bién né thanh khu van phong. Nhung tGi 1€ trao
thwdng thi né thyc sy birng nd. T6i lwdt nhin khong gian xung quanh, diém
lai cac n6i dung trong dau. Banh kem khong 16 hinh bia tap chi sé chang c6 ai
dong nia bao gio: xong. Nguoi phuc vu dang bay ly: xong. Ban dat giai
thuvong: xong. lan, phong k¥ thuat dang rap minh bén buc, loay hoay véi cai
may doc.

“On ca ch?” t6i voi va lai do.

“Tuyét cu meo.” Anh ta ditng bat day. “T6i cai bai phat biéu vao roi.
Muo6n thtr tiéng khong?”

Toi budc 1én san khau, bat mic roi liéc vao may doc.

“Xin chao!” t6i cao giong. “T6i la Felicity Graveney, tong bién tap to
Pincher Travel Review, xin duwgc nhiét liét chao mirng quy vi t6i du 1€ trao
thudng thuwong nién nam th hai muoi ba. Mot nam dang noi.”

Nhin cai nhwéng may khinh thwong cda Ian, téi hiéu la can phai tang do
phan khich hon nita.
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“Im mom,” t0i ndi, va anh ta toét miéng cuwdi. “Toi phdi trao téi mudi tam
gidi day...”

Qua nhiéu. Nam nao chuing t6i ciing c6 mot man ban cdi chi t* xem loai
gidi nao di, va rét cudc cha giai nao bi loai ca.

“Thit may nghe r0 tra 10i... Pugc réi day.” T6i tat mic. “Hen chut nita.”

Trong Iic hoi ha quay lai hanh lang, t6i thdy chu bado Gavin & tit dau kia.
Ong dang gift cira thang mdy cho vong eo trdim phan khong 1an dau dwoc.
Pang lic toi nhin, 1do Trau DBién quay lai tang t6i mot nu cwoi ham doa. Lao
gio lén bon ngoén tay chudi man, dén tan lic cra déong van chwa chiu bo
xuong.

To6i hiéu thé nghia la sao, nhwng t6i quyét khong dé bi 1ao doa. Khach san
mdi cdia lao dugc ching toi chdm bon chit khong phai nam sao, thé thi sao
nao. L& ra ldo nén xay cho t té€ hon. Nén dau tw thém it cat dé 1én cai nén xi
mang cua “bai-bién-nhan-tao doat v6-s6-gidi-thwdng” va nén c6 tim nhitng
nhan vién b6t kénh kiéu hon chut xiu.

T6i chay vao nha vé sinh nit, sam soi nhin minh trong gwong réi nhan mat.
Doi khi t6i khong thé khong phat hodng trudc hinh minh trong guong. Chang
1é trong t0i v6i Angelina Jolie lai khac mot troi mot viee thé sao? May cai
quang den kia xuat hién dwéi mat toi tir bao gio vay? Trén nguwdi minh cai gi
cling den, dot nhién t6i nghi. Ca t6c lan 16ng may lan lan da biing beo. Minh
can di tay trang cai gi d6. Hoac la tir dau dén chan, lu6n mot lan. Han la phai
coO cai spa nao do c6 bé tam trang tat-ca-trong-mot chir. Nhing nhanh mot
cai; hdy m& miéng néu ban mudn tay ca rang.

Hirm. Y hay? Té6i danh chitTam trdng? vdo dién thoai, roi dua chéi co tén
cong tdt ca nhirng cho ndo co thé. Cudi cung téi thoa nhiét tinh Nars Thdn
Lan B6. Gi chit khodn t6 son la t6i hoi bi siéu. C6 thé ddy sé la cdu nguoi ta
viét trén mo téi. NOT DAY YEN NGHI FELICITY GRAVENEY. GI CHU TO
SON LA HOI BI SIEU.

To6i ra khéi nha vé sinh, liéc dong ho, roi vira di ti€p vira bAm phim tat goi
Daniel. Anh ta phai biét t6i sap goi bay gio, ching t6i da thong nhat gio roi,
anh ta sé nghe, anh ta phdi nghe... Nao Daniel, nghe di... Bi dau mat r6i?

Hop thu thoai.
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Thang khon.

Heé la Daniel thi t6i hoan toan c6 thé di tir binh tinh 1én bdc hoa trong vong
0

- 60 giay.

Nghe tiéng bip, t6i hit manh.

“Anh khong nghe mdy,” t6i c6 gii¥ binh tinh, vira néi vira di vé van phong.
“That 1a khong hay, vi t6i sap phai c6 mat tai lé trao giai roi, anh biét day, vi
chung ta da néi chuyén dé. Vai lan r6i.”

Giong toi dang run lén. T6i khong cho phép anh ta tac dong t&i minh.
Buong xa di, Fliss. Ly hon la mot qua trinh, day cting la mot qua trinh, con
ching ta ai cling nam trong Pao. Hodc la trong Thién. Gi ciling dugc. Céi gi
dé trong tat cd cac cuon sach téi dugc tdng, ngoai bia c6 chit “Ly hon” bén
trén mot vong tronhay mot cai cay.

“Du sao thi.” T6i hit that sau. “Anh c6 thé cho Noah nghe 16i nhan nay
dugc khong? Cam on anh.”

T6i nham mat m6t lic, ti nhac nhé minh rang minh khong con néi chuyén
v&i Daniel nita. T6i phai gat cai bo mat kinh tém cta anh ta ra khéi dau thaéi.
Toi dang néi chuyén vdi khuén mat xinh xan la diém sang cta cd cudc doi
t0i. Khuon mat khién thé gidi con cé nghia, bat chap mét ngan diéu vo nghia.
T6i hinh dung mai téc ctip xo xac, doi mat xdm mé 16n, doi tat dong phuc
treong kéo nhan quanh mat ca chan thang bé. Pang nam cudn tron trén sofa ¢
nha Daniel tay cam Em Khi trong tay.

“Cuc cung oi, me hy vong con dang choi ¢ nha bo that vui. Me sé quay lai
dén con sém nhé. Me sé thit goi lai sau, nhung néu khong goi duwgc thi chiic
con ngu ngon nhé, me yéu con.”

Toi di gan dén ctra van phong. Con may viéc nita phai lam. Nhung toi
khong dirng lai dugc chirng nao chira nghe thay tiéng bip bao t6i hay di ma
song cudc doi ctia minh di.

“Ngu ngon nhé cuc cung.” Toi ap dién thoai vao ma. “Mo that dep nhé.
Ngu ngon...”

“Ngu ngon,” giong riu ran than quen dap lai, khién t6i suyt vap trén doi
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Manolo du tiéc.

Chuyén gi thé nay? To6i dang mo chang? Hay thang bé da nhac hop thuw
thoai? T6i li€c lai man hinh cho chac, dap chat may vao long ban tay r6i lai
nghe thr.

“Hello?” toi than trong néi. “Hello! Hello - hello - hello...”

Oi Chua oi. Giong néi khdng vong lai tir dién thoai. Ma ti...

To6i voi vang di qua géc hanh lang vao phong lam viéc cia minh thi thay
thang bé. Nhoc con 1én bay cua t6i. Pang ngoi trén ghé banh van danh cho
khach.

“Me!” no6 khoai chi hét to.

“0.” To6i khong thot nén 10i. “Noah. Con & day a. O van phong me? That
dang la... Daniel?” Toi quay lai phia cyu lang quan cua toi, nguoi dang dirng
bén ctra s0, 14t gid to tap chi ct. “Cai gi thé nay? Toi c twdng gio nay Noah
dang uéng tra? O nha anh?” T6i nhan manh. “Nhu ching ta da théa thuan?”

“Nhung lai khong phai thé,” Noah hén hé chen vao.

“U! Me thdy roi, cung a! Thé 1a... Daniel?” Miéng t6i né toét. Nguyén tic
chung la: t6i cang cuwdi vGi Daniel, thi trong long cang cam thdy mudn giét
anh ta.

Khong dirng dugce, t6i dwa mat sam soi hinh thé anh ta, du gio thi anh ta
ching con lién quan gi dén toi nita. Anh ta dd 1én mot can. Ao so mi soc
manh mé6i. Khéng dung san pham cham séc toc. B6 1a mot sai lam: n6 lam
toc anh ta mém mai x0a xuong. Ciing c6 thé Trudy thich thé.

“Daniel?” toi thtr lai.

Daniel khong néi gi, chi than nhién nhun vai, c¢ nhe moi chuyén da qua
rd rang va co6 noi thi chi thém thtra. Cai nhin vai nay méi. Pay la cai nhun
vai hau thoi ky c6 t6i. Khi ching t6i con song vdi nhau, vai anh ta muon thud
so Ién. Gid thi anh ta nhin vai. Tay anh ta deo vong Kabbalah. Bop chat tang
tang nhw sing lién thanh. Tinh bdn cot da chuyén thanh tinh béc trec. Gid
anh ta khong no6i bdn nita: anh ta phat ngon.

Khoéng thé tin ndi ching t6i tirng nght vdi nhau. Khong thé tin ndi ching
toi da cung nhau sinh ra Noah. Cé thé t6i dang song trong phim Ma tran va
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roi sé tinh day trong mot thé gidi cd nghia hon nhiéu thé gigi nay, c¢ nhw tw
dau dén gio t6i van nam trong bén nwdc, nguwoi gan day dién cuc.

“Daniel?” Nu cuwoi cua toi xody vao anh ta.

“Chung ta da thoa thuan t6i nay Noah sé ¢ vGi c6.” Anh ta lai nhin vai.
“H&?” T6i tron mat nhin anh ta, khong sao hiéu n6i. “Lam gi c6 chuyén do.

Pém nay dén lwgt anh.”

“Toi phai di Frankfurt dém nay. T6i da bao c6 qua email r6i.” “Khéng heé.”

“Co.”

“Khong hé! Anh chang gtti t6i cai email nao hét.” “Chung ta da thoa thuan
toi sé tha Noah & day.”

Anh ta hoan toan binh than, ding kiéu Daniel. Ngwoc lai t6i thi sap phat
dién.

“Daniel.” Gigng t6i run lén vi n6 lyc ngan minh khong dap nat dau anh ta.
“V1 c6 gi toi lai dong y dé Noah & day dém nay trong khi t6i dang t6 chirc 1é
trao giai? Vi cd gi t6i lai lam thé?”

Daniel lai nhin vai. “T6i ra san bay bay gio day. N6 an roi. Day la tai
dung d6 qua dém.” Anh ta quang ba 16 ctia Noah xudng san. “Pugc khong
Noah? Dém nay me sé trong con day, swéng nhé.”

Khong con duong thoat nita.

“Tuyét!” Toi mim cuwoi voi Noah lic nay dang nhin hai chung toi voi vé
ban khoan. Long t6i quan dau khi thay noi lo lang trong d6i mat to tron cda
thang bé. Tré con tudi ndé khong dang phdi lo au vi bat citr chuyén gi. “Me
diang la gap may!”
mot lat...”

T6i vo dau no tran an. “Dgi chit, me phéi chay ra ngoai

Toi di theo hanh lang vao nha vé sinh. Khong c6 ai, may la thé, vi toi
khong nhin thém dugc nita.

“HAN TA LAM PECH GI GUI EMAIL NAO!” Giong t6i vang doi khap
cac ngan vé sinh. Toi thdy minh dang thd hon hén khi nhin vao guwong. Toi
cam thay kha hon dwgc mudi phan tram. Du dé 1€ 16t qua budi t6i nay. ao.
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To6i binh tinh bwdc trd lai van phong, thay Daniel dang rin ngwdi chui vao

“Him, thoi thi chic anh 1én duwdng may man.” Téi ngoi xudng, van nap
bt may viét chirChiic mirng! 1én tdm thiép sé gai vao bo hoa trao cho nguoi
thdng cudc tuyét doi ( khu spa- resort méi mé & Marrakesh). Gtti nhitng 10i
chtic tot lanh cua Felicity Graveney cting cd nhom.

Daniel van chwa bo di. T6i c6 thé cam thdy anh ta con dang nan na. Anh ta
con muodn noéi gi do.

“Anh chua di a?” T6i nhudng may.

“Thém mot viéc nita thoi.” Anh ta lai nhin t6i van véi cai vé cao ngao do.
“T6i c6 hai diém can néu thém veé diéu khoan théa thuan.”

Trong mot gidy, toi sitng ngwoi khong dap lai n6i. “Hw-t?” cudi cung toi
cling thot ra duoc.

Anh ta khong c6 quyén néu thém diém nao nita. Ching t6i da qua giai
doan néu thém diém roi. Ching toi dang di dén giai doan ky quyét dinh. Moi
chuyén xong r6i. Sau mot vu x& vGi hai vu khang cdo va ca nghin thw tit qua
lai gitta cac luat su. Moi chuyén da cham dit roi.

“T6i vira n6i chuyén véi Trudy.” Anh ta lai x0e tay. “Co dy néu ra vai diéu
kha thi vi.”

Khong thé nao. T6i chi mudn gia cho anh ta mét mé. Anh ta khong cé
quyén dem chuyén ly di cta chiing t6i ra ban véi Trudy. Pay la chuyén cua
chuing t6i. Néu Trudy thich choi tro ly di, c6 ta ¢t viéc di ma 14y anh ta trudc.
ROi xem thit xem hay hdm cho nao.

“Chi c6 hai diém th6i.” Anh ta dat mot tap gidy xuéng ban. “Ranh thi ng6

»

qua.
Radnh thi ngo qua. Ct nhw anh ta dang gidi thiéu mot cudn trinh tham vdy.
“ Daniel.” Toi cam thdy minh nhw m¢t Gm nuéc sdp séi trao. “ Tdi liic nay
anh khéng thé tdi gio nay dé lai an thém viéc cho toi duoc. Vu ly di dd xong
roi.
Ching ta da quan nat moi thit c6 thé r6i.” “Lam cho ding thi van hon
ch#?” Giong anh ta trach mdc, ct nhw to6i dang dé nghi ca hai tién hanh mot
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vu ly di quay qua gia d6i. Mot vu khong c6 sy cham chit thich dang. Mot vu
khong chiu khau tay ma dung keo dinh gan bira.

“T6i rat hai long véi thoa thuadn hién thoi,” toi néi qua ké rang, du kh6 ma
goi dugc day la “hai long”. “Hai long” phdi la dirtng c6 tim thdy ban nhap thuw
tinh anh ta viét cho & khac dwgc nhét bira trong cap tap khién cho ké nao luc
tim keo cao su cling ¢ co vé phai.” Thu tinh. Thu tinh co day! T6i van
khong tin noi anh ta viét thw tinh cho mét ngwdi khac trong khi chang bao gio
viét cho vg minh. T6i khong tin néi anh ta lam tho vé chuyén lam tinh trang
tron thé, lai con vé hinh minh hoa nita. Téi choang cad ngwdi. Néu anh ta tirng
viét nhitng bai tho nhw thé tang toi, cé thé sy tinh da khac han. Cé thé t6i da
nhan ra anh ta la mot ké di hgm ty kiéu dén mitc nao tr trede khi 1y anh ta.

“A.” Anh ta lai nhiin vai. “C6 18 t6i c6 géc nhin lau dai hon. C6 thé c6 &
qua gan nén khong thay duwgce.” Qua gan a? Sao toi 6 thé & qua gan vu ly di
cua chinh minh dwgc? Cai ga ngu don mdt day nhu bi lgn que cut cam xuc
nay la ai, lam thé quai nao anh ta lai chui dwgc vao doi t6i? T6i dang tha
héng hdc vi tic gian, to6i c6 cam giac néu ditng day khéi ban lic nay t6i cé
thé dudi ca Usain Bolt chay c6 co.

Ro6i chuyén do6 xdy ra. T6i khong han c6 y muon chuyén do6 xdy ra. Co tay
toi vung lén va thé la xong, sdu dom muyc nhé sap thanh hang in trén 4o somi
cta anh ta va cam giac thich thi phdp phong trong bung toi.

“Cai gi thé?” Daniel nhin xudng 4o r6i nguwéc lén, mat tai mét. “Muc a?
CoO vira méi vay but vao nguoi t6i a?”

Toi liéc sang Noah xem n6 c6 chitng kién canh me n6 ha minh di lam tro
con nit hay khong. Nhung khong, thang bé con dang dam chim trong thé gidi
tredng thanh hon nhiéu ctia Thuyén treédng Quan Lot.

“Toi tudt tay,” toi ngay tho dap.

“CoO tudt tay. Co6 la tré con lén nam day a?” Mat anh ta nhan lai, anh ta
phui phui 4o lam mot dom muc lem ra thém. “Toi c6 thé bao luat sw ca vu
nay nita.” “Anh cé thé ban thao ludn vé nghia vu véi con céi, dé tai yéu thich
cta anh.” “Vui nhi.” “Khong vui.” Bong nhién t6i trd nén nghiém tdc. Toi
chén choi an miéng tra miéng réi. “Khong vui ti nao.” Toi nhin sang cdu con
trai dang cuwdi gap ca bung vi cdi gi do trong sach. Quan sod6c ctia n6 quan tit
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1én, trén dau goi c6 hinh mat cwdi vé bang bt bi cing miii tén chi vao day, va
dong chit hoa nguéch ngoac TA LA SIEU NHAN. Lam sao Daniel rii né di
nhw thé dwgc? Anh ta khéng gdp con cd nita thang nay ro6i, cling chang bao
gio them goi dién noi chuyén vaGi con. Cit nhw Noah chi la mot thu choi ma
anh ta da mua da dung cu va da tap qua l6p can ban - nhung réi quyét dinh
ddy khong thuc su la sé thich ctia minh va cé 1€ di choi leo twong con thu
hon. “Khéng vui ti nao,” t6i nhac lai. “T6i nghi anh nén di.” T6i con khéng
thém nguwdc 1én khi anh ta rdi khoi. T6i 16i tap gidy ngu ngoc anh ta dé lai ra,
1at gié qua nhung titc dén noi khong doc dugc chir nao, réi mé van ban mai
trén may tinh ma nén vao ban phim: D dén van phong quang N lai cho t6i
khong bdo trudc, trai véi théa thuan. Thai do rat bat hgp tac. Muon néu thém
diém mdi vé thoa thuan ly hon. Khéng chiu ban bac cho ding quy cach. Toi
thao cai USB cai day chuyén van deo trén c6 roi lvu tap tin méi vao day.

USB la niém an ui cua t6i. Toan bo ho so déu nam trong do: tit cad nhitng
chuyén t6i té vé Daniel. T6i cai lai 1én c6, r6i bam phim tat goi Barnaby, luat
st cda minh. “Barnaby, cau khoéng tin n6i dau,” t6i n6i ngay khi nghe tiéng
hop thw thoai. “Daniel mudn xem lai thoa thuan lan nita. Goi lai cho t¢ nhé?”
Ro6i t0i lo lang nhin qua Noah xem né c6 nghe thdy khong. Nhung né con
dang cuwoi sang sac. Sé phai gui trg ly trong gitp thoi, ¢o dy da tirng gitp toi
vu trong tré dot xuat roi.

“DPi nao.” Toi roi ghé, vo dau né. “Me con minh di tim c6 Elise.”

Néu muon trdnh mat ngwoi khac khi dy tiéc, lam cha toa sé la wu thé
khong hé nho. Lic nao cling c6 cé roi khoi cudc tro chuyén ngay khi thay cai
4o so mi soc hong tram phan Iing litng lai gan. (That xin 16i qua di mat, t6i
khong thé khong ra chao 6ng giam doc quang cdo bén Mandarin Oriental, t6i
sé trg lai ngay...)

Bira tiéc da bat dau ntra tiéng r6i va toi da hoan toan tranh mat dugc lao
Trau Dién. Rat may la ngwoi 1ao thi do s con khan phong thi bé tin hin. Rat
tw nhién, c* moi lan lao dén gan chi con cach mot mét, t6i lai sai chan di vé
hwéng nguwoc lai, hodc dao thoat han khéi phong, hodc tuyét vong ric vao nha
vé sinh...
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Chét me. Vira 16 ra khéi nha vé sinh, t6i da thay lao cho san. Gunter
Bachmeier dang ditng an ng{t ngay trong hanh lang, tran ctta nha vé sinh ni.

“O kia, chdo dng, Gunter,” tdi néi tron tru. “Thdy 6ng & day that mimng
qua. T6i dang c6 y tim gap ong...” “Co vang dang tranh mat t6i,” 1do ta ndi,
giong 1o 16. “N6i gi vay! Ong thdy bita tiéc thé nao?” Toi ép minh phai dit
tay lén canh tay nung nuc cua ldo. “Co da vui rap khach sang mdi cua to6i.”
Ldo phat am chit “vui dap” v6i am rung rat rd. “Vui rrrrdp.” Toi rat an twong
vi lao biét chit d6. Han nhién t6i khong biét “vui dap” tiéng Pirc la gi. Von
tiéng Pirc chia toi chi nhon “Taxi, bitte?” “Gunter, 6ng dang xic dong qua
r6i.” T6i mim cwdi diu dang. “Diém bon sao khé cé thé goi la vui dap dugc.
Toi rat tiéc la nguwoi danh gia cta chiing t6i khong thé cho khach san cta 6ng
nam sao...” “Co khoong tw minh danh gia khach sang cua t6i.” Lao dang soi
sung suc vi tirc gian. “Co6 da ci* mooc dira mébi vao nghé. Co da cu xir vdi toi
réc béc nha!” “Khoong hé!” toi tra don trwde khi kip ngdn minh lai. “Y t6i 1a
khoong. Khong phdi.” Mt t6i dang do ran. “Khong hé.” T6i khong co tinh
lam thé, chi la do t6i cam tinh con vet. T6i nhai giong no6i va thé am nguoi
khac ma khéng suy nghi. Bay gid thi Gunter dang tri'ng mat nhin t6i dit ton.

“On ca chit Felicity?” Gavin, 6ng chti t& bdo, ron rd dén gan. T6i thay ong
dang dong tai canh gidc, va toi biét vi sao. Nam ngodi ldo Trau Dién da xi
tién mua hai mwoi tw trang dip. Chinh nho lao Trau Dién ma ching téi con
duy tri dugc to bao. Nhung t6i khong thé cham diém nam sao cho khach san
cta ldo chi vi lao da mua it dat quang cdo. Nam sao trong to Pincher Travel
Review khong phai chuyén dua. “Toi chi dang gidi thich véi Gunter la toi da
cr mot trong cac cong tac vién hang dau dén viét bai danh gia khach san ctia
ong dy,” toi noi. “Rat tiéc la 6ng ay khong hai long lam, nhung...”

“L€ rrrra cO phai tw ming di,” Gunter khinh khinh trong titng chiv. “Uy ting
cta co6 dé dau rrrroi, Felicity? Téng tudi c6 dau rrréi?” Khi lao 1 I bo di,
long to6i thoang thay run ray. T6i dwa mat nhin 1én Gavin, tim dap thinh thich.
“Thé day!” t6i co to ra vui vé. “Phan tng qua da.” “Sao c6 khong viét bai vé
Tinh Cau Béng Co?” Gavin cau may. “C6 viét bai vé nhitng 1é khai trirong
quan trong. Théa thuan trwdc gio la thé ma.” “Toéi quyét dinh cir Celia
Davidson,” t6i twoi tinh dap, 10 tit cau hoi. “Co ay viét rat ci.” “Sao c6 khong

https://thuviensach.vn



viét bai vé Tinh Cau Béng Co?” ong nhac lai, nhw khong nghe thay t6i. “T6i
vuéng chut viéc vi... vi...” T6i hang giong, khong muon noi tir do. “Chut viéc
ca nhan.” Toi quan sat vé vd 1é bung 1én trén mat Gavin. “Vu ly di cta co
ha?” T6i khong dua sttc dap lai. Toi chi xoay dong ho quanh c6 tay, nhw thé
bong dung quan tdm dén cau tao may moc cua no.

“Vu ly di hd?” Giong 6ng gay gat mot cach dang sg. “Lai nita ha?” Ma t6i
dé Itr 1én vi then. To6i biét vu ly di cia minh da phinh 1én thanh tam voc st thi
cd Chua té nhitng chiéc Nhan. T6i biét n6é da chiém mat nhiéu thoi gian lam
viéc hon la dang cho phép. T6i biét minh da hita di hiva lai v&i Gavin la moi
chuyén da xong hét roi. Nhuwng téi dau cé lwa chon nao. Ma ciing dau c6 gi la
Vui.

“T6i phai gap mot 6ng luat sw chuyén lo cac vu ly di & Edinburgh,” cudi
cung t6i cling thu nhan. “T6i phai bay t6i do, vi lich caa 6ng ay kin dac...”

“Felicity.” Gavin ngoac t6i ra mgt bén hanh lang. Nu cwdi mim moi cta
ong lam long da t6i that lai. DAy 1a nu cwdi moi lan cip lwong hay giam ngan
quy hodc thong bdo cho ngudi ta rang to tap chi cua ho da bi cho vé vuon,
moi quy vi don do khéi toa nha sém. “Felicity, chdng ai théng cdm vé&i canh
ngo cda co dwgc bang toi. Co biét ma.”

N6i déi khong biét nguwong. Ong ta thi biét gi vé ly di? Ong ta c6 mot ba
vQ va mot co bo, ma c6 vé chang phe nao mang t6i phe nao.

“Cam on ong, Gavin,” toi thdy minh budc phai néi cau do.

“Nhung c6 khong thé dé vu ly di anh huwéng dén cong viéc caa c6, hay uy
tin cua Pincher International dwgc,” 6ng tuén ndéi mot trang. “Ro chi?” Bong
nhién, lan dau tién, t6i thay hodng sg thuc sy. Kinh nghiém lam viéc cung
ong cho t6i biét Gavin chi nhac dén “uy tin ctia Pincher International” khi suy
tinh sa thai ai ddy. Pay la dau hiéu canh bao. Ciing theo kinh nghiém cua
minh, t6i biét cach duy nhat doi pho6 véi ong la khong thtra nhan bat ci¢ diéu
gi. “Gavin.” Toi reén ngudi cao hét cd va té ra kiéu hanh. “Dé t6i noi that 6
mot diéu nay véi ong.” T6i ngung mot phtt, c nhe thé minh dang la David
Cameron trong chwong trinh Dan hoi Tha twéng tra 16i. “That ro. Néu c6 diéu
gi t6i khong bao gid, khong bao gio dé xdy ra, thi ddy la dé doi song ca nhan
lam ton hai dén cong viéc ctia minh. Thyc té la...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pang!” Mot tiéng ré diéc tai cat 16i téi. “Chién binh laser!” Mau t6i dong
lai. Khong thé 1a... Oi khong. Tiéng tach tach tach quen thudc x6i vao tai toi.
Nhitng vién bi nhita mau da cam dang ban khap t& phia, dap vao mat ngudi
r6i roi vao ly sam banh. Noah dang chay trén hanh lang vé phia khan phong,
cwoi nhu dién va cam khau sting Nerf ty dong ban xung quanh. Chét me. Sao
toi khong soat ba 10 ctia né trwdc chiw? “Thoi ngay!” Toi chém téi vo 1ay
Noah, tim ¢6 4o va giat khau sting nhya khoi tay né. “Théi ngay! Gavin, toi
rat rat xin 16i,” t6i néi thém khong kip tha.

“Lé ra toi nay Daniel phai trong Noah, nhung anh ta bé bom t6i va... Khi
that! A!”

Trong ltc voi va t6i bAm nham nit nao do trén than sing, khién né phut
thém dan ra nhu canh trong phim Reservoir Dogs, trit thang vao ngywc Gavin.
Minh dang tan sdt 6ng sép bdng vii khi tw dong la y nght thodng vut qua dau
toi. Chuyén nay ma bi dua vao ban danh gia cong viéc thi khong hay ti nao.
Loat dan chéch lén mdt lam éng kéu thét kinh hodng.

“Xin 16i!” T6i tha roi khau sting xudng san. “T6i khong c6 y ban...” Toi
rung minh nhan thdy Gunter dang & cach minh chirng ba mét. C6 ba vién dan
Nerf mau cam dinh trong mai téc trang lo tho ctia 1do, mot vién trong ly rugu.
“Gavin.” T6i nudt nwdc bot. “Gavin. T6i khong biét phai néi gi...” “Day la 16i
cta toi,” Elise v0i va ngat 10i. “T6i dang trong Noah.” “Nhung 1€ ra né khong
nén ¢ van phong,” t6i nhan xét. “Vay nén day la 16i cia t6i.” Ching t6i quay
lai nhin Gavin nhv dang chd phan quyét cudi cung. Ong chi trgn mét nhin
canh d6 va lac dau. “Pdi song ca nhan. Cong viéc.” Ong ta dan hai ban tay
vao nhau. “Fliss, co phai liéu ma thu xép di.” Mat t6i chin dwr vi ho then trong
khi ap giai thang bé Noah dang quay dap vé van phong. “Nhung con dang
thang ma!” n6 luén miéng ki keo. “T6i xin 16i.” Elise 6m dau. “Thang bé bao
day la tro n6 thich nhat.” “Khong sao.” T6i mim cwdi nhanh vGi c6. “Noah,
khong dugc choi sing ¢ van phong me. Khong bao gio.”

“Dé toi di kiém cho no6 cai gi an,” Elise ndi. “Fliss, chi phai nhanh chéng
quay lai bita tiéc di. Di di. Di ngay di. Moi chuyén sé 6n thoi. Di nao, Noah.”
C0 day Noah ra khéi phong, con lai t6i mot minh, cdm thay nhuw tirng t€ bao
trén co thé dang sum xudng. Co ay néi dung. To6i phai quay lai ngay, ao vao

https://thuviensach.vn



do, nhdt hét may vién dan, xin 16i, thu hiit ddm doéng vé phia minh, va bién
bubi t6i nay trd lai thanh sy kién chuyén nghiép va tron tru nhw nhitng lan
tredc. Nhung t6i mét. Toi chi muodn di ngt ngay bay gio. Tam tham duwdi gam
ban lam viéc nhw quyén rii mgi goi toi nam cudn tron trong do.

To6i tha nguwdi vao ghé, ding lic dién thoai reo. T6i sé nghe diing cudc nay
thoi. Biét dau lai 1a tin vui.

Tbi nhac 6ng néi. “A 16?” “Felicity a? Barnaby day.” “Oi, Barnaby ddy a.”
T6i ng6i thang day, nhu dugc tiép thém sinh lyc. “Cam on cau da goi lai. Cau
khong tin noi Daniel vira lam gi dau. Han da dong y trong Noah dém nay, thé
roi lai bé bom t6. Con néi muén xem lai cac diéu kién! Rat c6 thé ching
minh lai phai ra toa lan nita!”

“Fliss, binh tinh nao. Thu gian di.” Cai giong Manchester thong tha cua
Barnaby déap lai. T6i van thwong wéc Barnaby néi nang nhanh nhau hon.
Nhat la vi cau ta tinh tién theo gio. “Chung ta sé thu xép duge. Cau ding lo.”
“Han that muon dién 1én dugc.”

“Té hiéu ma. Nhung dirng cang thang qua. Cé quén n6 di.” Cau ta dang
dua u? “Té da viét lai vu do6 roi. Co thé email cho cau.” T6i so vao cai USB
gan trén day chuyén. “Co6 nén gtri luén khong?” “Fliss, td noi roi, khong can
phai 1ap ho so titng cudc ddu khau mot.” “Nhung t& mudn thé! Y t6 13, cai
chuyén ‘hanh vi bat hgp 1y’ dy. Chi can ching ta dwa hét nhitng chuyén nay
ra, chi can quan toa biét han la thé loai nao...” “Quan toa biét anh ta la thé
loai nao.” “Nhung ma...” “Fliss, cau lai dang ém Gidc Mong Ly Hon,”
Barnaby thw tha néi. “Té da bao cau thé nao vé Giac Mong Ly Hon ha?”

Im lang. T6i ghét cai cach Barnaby luon doc thau t6i. Téi quen cu ta tw
héi dai hoc, va du cau ta tinh gia cat c6 ngay ca vdi ban be, t6i cling chang
bao gig dinh nho cho khac. Gio thi cau ta chg téi tra 16i, nhw gido vién cho
hoc sinh. “Gidc Mong Ly Hon sé chang bao gio c6 thye,” cudi cung toi cling
lam bam, nhin tritng tritng vao méng tay. “Giac Mong Ly Hon sé chang bao
gio co thwe,” cau ta nhan giong. “Quan toa sé chang bao gid doc ho so hai-
tram-trang ké t0i Daniel truwéc toa trong khi ddm dong cuwdi nhao 6ng chong
cii ctia cau. Ong ta s& ching bao gid bit dau tom tit vu viéc bing cau, ‘Ba
Graveney, ba ding la bac thanh vi da chiu dung tén ca chudi khon nan nay va
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toi quyét dinh ban cho ba tit ca nhitng gi ba muon.”” Du t6i khong mudn
nhwng mat van dé dir Ién. Cau ta mo ta kha chuan Giac Mong Ly Hon cua t6i.
Chi c6 diéu, trong phién ban ctia t6i, ddm dong con ném chai lo vao Daniel
nita. “Daniel sé chang bao gio nhan sai,” Barnaby van tiép tuc khong thwong
tiéc. “Anh ta sé chang bao gid ditng trudc toa khoc rong ma ndi, ‘Fliss, hdy
tha thit cho anh.” Bao chi sé chang bao gi¢ twong thuat vu ly hon cia cau
duwdi tieu dé: THANG THOI THU NHAN TAT CA SU THOI NAT CUA
HAN TRUGC TOA.” Té6i khong kim dwgc cudi muén sic. “Té biét ma.”
“Cau biét that khong, Fliss?” Barnaby c6 vé ngd vuc. “Cau c6 chac khong?
Hay cdu van mo mot ngay anh ta sé tinh gidc nhan ra minh da lam rat nhiéu
diéu sai trai? Vi ciu phai hiéu mot diéu, Daniel chdang bao gid nhan ra cai gi
dau. Anh ta sé chang bao gi¢ thira nhan minh da s6ng mot cach rat té mat. TG
c6 thé mat ca nghin gio vao vu nay ma chuyén dé van chang xay ra.” “Nhung
thé thi bat cong qua.” Toi cam thay that vong nang né. “Han ta da song mot
cach rat té mat.”

“T¢ biét r6i. Han ta la thang thoi. Thé nén ding cé tran trd mai vé han ta.
Giat nuwdc bon cau cho han ta tréi di. Cho khuat mat.” “Pau cé dé nhu thé,”
ngwng mot phut t6i 1am bam. “Han van la bo cua con t6.”

“T@ biét ma,” Barnaby néi nhe nhang hon. “T¢ c6 ndi la dé dau.” Lang
yén mat mét lic. Toi nhin tran tran vao cai dong ho trong van phong, xem cai
kim nhya ré tién chay vong quanh. Cudi cung nguwoi toi rii xudng, tran ti vao
khuyu tay.

“Oi troi, ly v6i chang di.” “Ly v&i ching di,” Barnaby huia theo. “Phét
minh 16n nhat cda loai nguwdi.” “Té chi wéc gia ma... t& khong biét nita.” T6i
thd dai nang né. “Gia ma vay diia than mot cai la c6 thé khién cudc hon nhan
nay chua bao gid c6 that. Trit Noah. Cho t¢ giit Noah, con phan con lai chi la
con ac mong.” “Cau muoén hay hon, thé day,” Barnaby vui vé dap.

“Huy hon 4?” t6i nghi ngd nhin cham cham vao dién thoai. “Co6 cai dé that
a?” “That day. Nghia la ban dang ky khong c6 hiéu lyc. Cudc hon nhan chwa
bao gid ton tai. Cau sé ngac nhién néu biét c6 bao nhiéu than chit muén yéu
cau huy hén.”

“T6 c6 yéu cau duge khong?”
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Y nghi 4y mé hodc t6i. C6 khi c6 mot 16i thoat dé dang va don gidn ma toi
chua biét. “Hay hon”. Khong cé hiéu lwc. Nghe ma thich. Sao Barnaby chwa
bao gio nhac dén vu nay?

“Khong dugc, tri khi Daniel c6 hai vg,” Barnaby noi. “Hodc cuéng ép cau
l1ay anh ta. Hodc hai bén chwa ngt v6i nhau. Hodc mot trong hai nguwdi Iic dé
khong tw chu vi ly do tam than.”

“Co t6!” t6i no6i ludon. “TE ding la dién thi mdi tinh dén chuyén lay han.”

“Ai cling n6i vay hét.” Cau ta cwoi pha 1én. “Nhung t6 e la khong an thua
dau.”

Tia hy vong mong manh trong t6i tat lim. Khi that. Téi wéc gi Daniel ding
da c6 hai vg. Udc gi mot ba vg cd doi mii vai Mormon ti dung nhdy x6 ra ma
gao ruToi dén trudc dé gidi phong tbi thodt khoi moi phién phirc.

“Vay chac 1a ching ta chi con nwéc ly di thoi,” cudi cung toi n6i. “Cam on
Barnaby. TG phai di thoi, trwdc khi cau na thém cai héa don ba nghin bang
chi vi cdu chao.” “Pung thé.” Barnaby chang bao gio td ra phat y du toi c6
huyén thuyén diéu gi. “Nhuwng trwdc day thi cau van dinh di Phap, phai
khong?” “U, mai di.” Noah va t6i s& t6i Cote d’Azur hai tuan. P6i v6ind 1a
ky nghi Phuc sinh. D6i véi t6i thi day la ba khach san, sdu nha hang va moc
cong vién gidi tri can viét. Dém nao t6i cling sé phdi cay laptop dén khuya
nhung cling chang than phién dugc.

“T¢ vira goi cho thang ban cli Nathan Forrester. Cai thang t& noi véi cau
ay. O Antibes dy. Hai cau c6 thé udng chit gi cing nhau khi cau t6i d6.” “O
thé a.” Toi thay minh twoi Ién. “OK. Nghe vui ddy.”

“DPé t¢ gui thong tin qua email. Thang d6 duwgc 1am. Choi poker hoi qua
da, nhung dirng danh gia han chuyén dé.”

Mot tay choi poker @ mién Nam nwdc Phap. Thu vi day. “Khong dau. Cam
on Barnaby.”

“Rat vui dugc gitp cau. Chao Fliss.”

Toi vira dap may thi chudng dién thoai lai reo. Chac Barnaby quén mat
diéu gi do.

“Barnaby ha?”
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Im lang, chi c6 tiéng thd nhanh va nang né. Hrm. Hay la Barnaby nhd tay
bam nut quay so6 lai trong Iic mai hén hit c6 thw ky? Nhung ngay ca khi nghi
thé t6i da biét ai goi dén. T6i nhan ra tiéng thd ay. Va con mo ho nghe thay
bai “I Try” ctia Macy Gray trong mdy: nhac nén chia tay truyén théng cta
Lottie.

“A 16?” t6i noi lai. “Lottie? Em ddy a?”

Tiéng thé thém ndng né. “Lottie? Lotts?”

“Qi chi Fliss 0i...” N6 khéc da nitc ng. “Em thyc tinh nghi 1a anh &y sip
cau honnnnnnnn...”

“Oi Chua oi. Oi, Lottie.” T6i 6m 14y cai dién thoai, wéc gi n6 1a em minh.
“Lottie, cung cua chi...”

“Em & v6i anh ay ba nam va em twéng anh ay yéu em va muén co
connnnnn... Nhung khong! Anh ay khong muon!” Gid thi né khoéc tu tu nhw
Noah moéi lan trady dau go6i. “Em biét lam gi day? Em da ba muwoi ba

“Ba muoi ba thi sao chi#,” t6i chan voi. “Chang sao hét! Ma em thi xinh
dep dé thwong...”

“Em con mua ca nhan cho anh ayyyyyy.”

N6 mua nhan cho cau ta? T6i tritng mat nhin dién thoai. C6 nghe nham
khong? N6 mua nhan cho cau ta?

“Nhan gi?” t6i khong kim dwgce. Toi hinh dung né chia cho Richard mét
vién sapphire 1dp lanh trong hop. Lam on ditng néi n6 da chia cho Richard
mot vién sapphire 1ap lanh trong hop.

“Nhan thoi, chi biét ma.” N6 khit miii vé dé phong. “Mot cai nhan. Mot
cai nhan dinh hon rat dan 6ng.” Mot cai nhan dinh hon rat dan 6ng? Khong.
Oi troi. Lam gi c6 th® doé. “Lotts,” tdi canh gidc mao dau. “Em c6 chic
Richard 1a kidu ngudi thich nhan dinh hon khéng? Y chi 1a c6 thé vu d6 khién
cau ta cut hirng?”

“Khong phai la vi cai nhan!” N6 lai khoc rong 1én. “Anh ay con chuwa thay
né! Em wéc gi minh chwa bao gio mua céi thit ngé ngan dy cd! Em da nghi
nhu thé la cong bang! Vi em nghi anh ay sé mua nhan cho emmmmmm!”
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“OK!” t6i v0i chen vao. “Xin 16i.”

“Khong sao.” N6 hoi diu xudng. “Em xin 16i. Em khong c6 y noi dién...”
“Pirng ngoc thé. Co chi dé lam gi chw?” That té khi thdy n6 kho s& nhuw thé.
T4t nhién ro6i. That té. Nhung trong long tdi khong thé khong thdy nhe nhom.
Mat na bén ngoai da v&. Thai do vo vinh cia né da nit ran. Nhw thé 1a tot. Co
tién bo.

“Du sao thi em da quyét dinh phai lam gi r6i, va em cam thay vui hon
nhiéu. T4t cd da dau vao day roi, Fliss a.” N6 hi miii am 1. “Em cam thay
minh da tim duwgc dich. Mot ké hoach. Mot muc tiéu.”

Tai toi giat giat. Oi troi. “Muc tiéu”. Day 1a mot trong nhitng tir khéa bao
dong hau chia tay cho t6i. Ngoai nhitng tir “dy an”, “chuyén huéng”, va “mot
nguoi ban madi cuc ky”.

“0,” toi than trong dap. “T6t! Thé... rm... muc tiéu dy la gi?”

DPau t6i da voi dao xdi cac kha nang. Lam on ditng di bam khuyén cho nao
nita. Hay lai mua nha dat & mot x6 dién r6 nao. Téi da thuyét phuc n6 dirng
bé viéc nhiéu lan lam r6i, khong thé la chuyén do nita, phai khong?

Lam on dirng chuyén dén Uc.

Lam on dirng “gidam nam ky”. Vi 1) n6 da gay tong gay teo roi, va 2) lan
an kiéng cudi cung no bat t6i lanh nhiém vu “giam sat vién” va yéu cau t6i ctt
ntta gio lai goi dién cho né mot lan quat, “Gitt ding ké hoach di, do lgn sé”,
roi phan nan vi toi tir choéi. “Thé, muc tiéu la gi?” t6i hoi thiic né nhe nhang
hét mitc, ca nguwoi xoan lén lai vi sg. “Em sé bay dén San Francisco ngay
chuyén dau tién cho Richard bat ngd va cau hon anh ay!”

“Ha?” Toi suyt danh roi dién thoai. “Pung! Khong hay ti nao dau!”

N6 dinh lam gi chit, xdng vao van phong cau ta a? Hay dgi ngoai ctra?
Quy xudng dang cho cau ta cai “nhan dinh hon rat dan 6ng”? Toi khong thé
dé chuyén nay xay ra. N6 sé cam thay nhuc nha, tan nat va tuyét vong con toi
sé la dwa phai rap lai tttng manh v@.

“Nhung ma em yéu anh dy!” Nghe nhuw n6 dang bi kich dong. “Em yéu
anh dy v0 cung! Va néu anh dy khong nhan ra la ching em can phéi ¢ bén
nhau, thi em phai chi ra cho anh ay! Chac chan em phai la ngudi di treée! Em
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dang vao website ctia hang Virgin Atlantic. Em c6 nén chon hang tiét kiém
linh hoat khong? Chi c6 kiém dwogc vé giam gia khong?” “Khong! Bung cé
dat vé dén San Francisco,” t6i néi véi giong citng co6i va quyén uy nhat cua
minh. “Tat may di. Rut day mang ra.” “Nhung...” “Lottie, chap nhan di,” t6i
chuyén giong diu dang hon. “Richard da dugc cho co hoi réi. Néu cau ta
muon két hon, thi Iic nay hai nguwdi da bat dau roi.” Toi biét diéu minh noi
nghe that khac nghiét. Nhung ding la thé. BDan 6ng muon két hon thi sé cau
hén. Ban khong can phai gidi ma tin hiéu. Ho cau hén va ddy chinh la tin
hiéu. “Nhuwng anh dy khong nhan ra la anh &y mudn két hon!” né hao hitng
noi. “Chi can thuyét phuc anh ay thoi. Néu em huych khé anh 4y...” Huych
khé? Thui ca khuyu tay vao mang swon thi chuan hon. Bong dung t6i muwong
twgng ra Lottie nam t6c Richard 16i xénh xéch dén truwdc ban the Chua, va
nhan may. T6i biét chac mot tram phan tram vu dé dan t6i dau. Dan dén van
phong Ludt s hon nhan va gia dinh Barnaby Rees, nam tram bang cho lan tw
van dau tién. “Lottie, nghe day,” t6i nghiém khac néi. “Nghe cho 0 vao.
Pirng bao gio bat dau cudc hon nhan ma khong chac chan hai tram phan tram
la sé thanh c6ng. Ma khong, phai la sau tram phan tram.” T6i u sau liéc lai
nhitng doi hoi ly di md&i nhat ctia Daniel. “Tin chi di. Khong dang dau. Chi da
qua cau do roi, chi biét... Chi biét, chuyén do rat khing khiép.” Bau day bén
kia im ldang. T6i biét rd Lottie ma. T6i gan nhw thdy bic tranh cau hon
Richard trén cau Cong Vang vién trai tim va hoa trong dau né dang v& vun.
“ft nhat thi ciing nghi k¥ di da,” toi néi. “Ding lao bira vao. Vai tuan khong
thay doi gi ca dau.” T6i nin thd cau nguyén trong dau.

“OK,” cubi cung Lottie ciing néi, giong thé tham. “Em sé& suy nghi k§.”
T6i chdp mat kinh ngac. Thanh cong ro6i. T6i da thanh c6ng réi! Lan dau tién
trong doi toi danh bai mot Lwa Chon Khong May cua Lottie trueée ca khi no
dién ra. T6i da rtra sach cho nhiém trung trirde khi né kip lan khap. C6 thé no
da ly tri hon khi dén tudi. “Chiing minh di an tra nhé,” t6i dé nghi dé lam n6
vui 1én. “Chi moi. Ngay khi nao chi di nghi vé.” “Vang, vay ciling hay,”
Lottie noi rat khé. “Cam on Fliss.” “Gii* gin nhé. N6i chuyén sau.” No tat
may va t6i rén lén mot tiéng buc boi - du cling khong hiéu minh byc bdi vGi
ai nhat. Richard? Daniel? Gavin? Gunter? T4t ca bon dan 6ng? Khong, khong
phai tat ca. Co 1é 1a tat ca bon dan 6ng chi trt* mot vai ngwoi ngoai 1€ dang
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kinh, vi du nhuw: Barnaby; cdu nhdc giao sita dé thwong Neville; ditc Pat Lai
Lat Ma, di nhién roi... Mat toi chgt dan vao béng minh trong man hinh may
tinh, va t6i cii nguoi vé trwedc trong noi kinh hoang. Téc t6i dinh mot vién
dan Nerf. Tuyeét.

Ca dem qua toi khong ngu.
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Chuong 3

S otts

Nguoi ta van thuong noéi thé, va khi n6i thé y ho la: toi tinh giac vai lan, udong
mot coc tra, roi trd lai givong. Nhung t6i khong ngt ca dém that day. Toi
dém tirng gio troi qua.

Pén mot gio sang, toi di dén két luan Fliss noi sai, vé cung sai. Dén mot
rwdi, toi da tim dwgce chuyén bay tdi San Francisco. Pén hai gio, t6i da thao
xong bai dién van hoan hdo, yéu thwong tham thiét, trich dan da tw
Shakespeare, Richard Curtis t6i Take That. Pén ba gio, t6i da tw ghi hinh
xong bai dién thuyét cia minh (mwoi mot dup tat ca). Pén bon gio, téi xem
lai bai dién thuyét ctia minh va nhan ra sy thyc kinh hoang: Fliss néi duing.
Richard sé khong bao gid gat dau. Anh sé chi phat hodng ma théi. Pac biét 1a
néu toéi néi bai do. Pén nam giov, t6i da an sach kem Pralines & Cream trong
nha. Pén sdu gio t6i da an hét ca Phish Food. Con lic nay thi toi ngbi sup
trong cai ghé nhya, thady buon non va héi tiéc kinh khting. M6t phan ti ti trong
t0i van con tu hoi c6 phai bo lai Richard trong nha hang la sai 1am 1én nhat
doi minh khong. Néu t6i & do, ngam miéng lai va khéng bao gid nhac dén
chi* hon nhan, liéu mo6i quan hé nay cudi cung c6 thanh céng? Nho phép mau
nao do?

Nhung phan con lai trong t6i 1y tri hon. Ngudi ta c bado dan ba nghe theo
tric gidc con dan 6ng nghe theo logic, nhwng day chi la may 10i rac ruwdi. Toi
da hoc logic & trwong dai hoc ddy, cAm on nhiéu. T6i biét logic 1a nhw thé
nao. A = B, B =C, suy ra A = C. Ma con gi logic hon la cai tam doan luan
khach quan va suc tich sau day?

Ménh dé 1: Richard hoan toan khong c6 y cau hon toi; cai d6 anh da néi
khong thé ro hon.
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Ménh dé 2: T6i muon hon nhan va gan bé lau dai, va hy vong mot ngay
nao doé sé co em bé.

Keét luan: Suy ra s6 phan t6i khong phai la & bén Richard. Suy ra t6i can &
bén nguoi khac.

Keét luan khac: Suy ra cat dit véi anh la quyét dinh rat chuan.

Két luan thém nita: Suy ra t6i can tim mot ngwdi dan 6ng khac, nhung
phai la ngudi dan 6ng muon xay dung cudc doi véi téi va khong nhin toi tran
troi véi doi mat mé 16n ngay khi vira nghe dén chit hon nhan nhw thé dé la
mot y twdng that khung khiép. Mot nguwdi hiéu rang néu cé ai dé6 ¢ bén minh
sudt ba nam troi, thi rat cé thé co dy sé nghi dén chuyén gan bé va con cai va
chd, va... va... cung nhau trang tri cay thong Noel... va y twéng do thi co6 gi la
xau? Vi sao chuyén dé lai nhat dinh phai bi dep ra khéi chwong trinh nghi sy
va khong thé nhac dén chit? Trong khi ai cling bao ching minh la mot cap doi
hanh phtic va chiing minh da vui vé biét bao khi & bén nhau, dén ngay ca me
anh cling bong gi6 bdo ching minh sé song gan ho co ma, Richard?

OK, thé nay chac khéng dwgc goi la stc tich réi. Ma ciling chang duwgc
xem la khach quan.

T6i nhap mot ngum ca phé, c¢6 xoa diu than kinh. Hay tam noéi rang toi
dang rat diém tinh va logic hét c@ c6 thé trong hoan canh nay, titc la cai hoan
canh t6i vira phai bat chuyén xe 7 gio 9 phit tdi Birmingham du chwa chgp
mat ti nao va tat ca xe dién ngam déu da chay hét. Va gio toi sap phai thuyét
trinh vé dé tai tuyén dung tredc mot tram sinh vién trong mot khan phong day
mui pho mat sup lo.

Toi dang ng6i vGi anh dong nghiép Steve, trong “hau treong” canh khan
phong, ngudi dang cui gap trén coc ca phé, dang vé cling nhap nhom chang
kém gi cdm giac trong long t6i. Hai chung t6i rat thwong trinh bay may bai
nay cung nhau, Steve va t0i, chung toi lam mot cap bai trung phai noi la an y.
Anh ta n6i may chuyén khoa hoc, t6i n6i may chuyén con lai. Phan cong la,
anh ta lam cho dam sinh vién phai lac mat véi bd phan nghién-citu-va-phat-
trién tan tién hang dau & cho ching t6i. Con t6i thi bao dam ching sé dugc
cham lo t* t€ va c6 mot cho lam hdp dan ma khong phai phan bdi ly twéng.
“Banh quy khong?” Steve chia cho t6i mot chiéc banh bourbon s6 co la.
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“Thoi khoi.” T6i nhin vai. T6i da nap qua nhiéu chat béo chuyén héa va phu
gia thic pham vao ngudi réi. Co 1€ toi nén ghi tén vao trai cai tao citng cwa
nao day. Ai cling bdo viéc chay bo thay déi cudc doi ho va dem lai cho ho cai
nhin mé&i vé cudc song. To6i nén kiém chon an dat nao do, noi nguoi ta ca
ngay chi chay bo va uéng nwéc bé sung khoang chat. Trong long nuai. Hay
trén sa mac. Noi nao dé that khé nhan va thach thitc vao. Hodc lam Nguoi
dan ba sat. Bugc. Toi tho tay vé 1y cai BlackBerry dinh Googledan ba sdt
trai chay b citng cva thi c6 phu trdch phong hudéng nghiép xudt hién bén
ctta. Truong nay ching téi chua dén bao gio, nén ddy la lan dau t6i gdp
Deborah. Néi thdt ra, c6 ta khd ky di. Toi chua gdp ai c6 vé cdng thdng thé
nay bao gio.

“On chra? Khoang mudi phiit nita 1a bat dau nhé. Theo t6i thi néi that
ngan thoi.” Co ta lo lang gat dau. “That ngan. Hay va ngan.”

“Chung t6i sé vui long ti€p chuyén cac sinh vién khi néi xong,” t6i dap va
16i ra mot tap td roi, “Vi sao ban nén lam ¢ Hang dwgc pham Blay?” ra khoi
tui vai.

“Vang.” Mt c6 ta dao khip noi. “O... nhw vita néi day, theo t6i thi hdy néi
that hay va ngan thoi.”

T6i nhitng muodn qudc lai ¢6 ta, Chiing téi da di ngdn dy chdng duong tir
tdn London vé ddy vi vu nay ma! Troi dat a. Phan 16n nhan vién huwdng
nghiép con mirng vi ching t6i chiu tra 16i cau héi nita kia. “Thé ct theo bai
chit?” toi hoi Steve. “T@, cau, bang maot, t@, cau, bang hai, cau hoi?” Anh ta
gat dau, t6i dwra dia DVD cho Deborah. “T6i sé nhac c6. Tin hiéu dé nhan ra
dy ma.” DVD tuyén dung la phan khé d& nhat trong bai n6i chuyén. Chang
khac gi mot cai MV dung tw thap ky 1980, anh sang nhoe nhoet, am nhac d&
t6, dam dién vién v4i md& toc cat hong lung ta ling ting gia vo ngdi hop vdi
nhau. Nhung dung cai DVD nay ton ca tram nghin bang, nén ching t6i budc
phai dung. Deborah bién mat di chuan bi dau dia con t6i ngd ngudi ra sau
ghé, c6 gang thu gian. Nhung hai tay tdi ct xoan vao nhau. T6i khong biét
minh bi lam sao nita. Cai gi cling nhu dién. Doi t6i dang di vé dau? T6i dang
di dén cho nao? T6i dang lam cai gi day?
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Chuyén nay khong lién quan dén Richard, t6i phai néi vay. Hoan toan
khong lién quan. Chi la doi toi thoi. T6i can... t6i khong biét nita. Phuong
hwéng mGi. Nguon nang lwgng mai.

C6 mot quyén sach virt trén ghé gan do, to6i vGi lay cam lén. Tén sach la
Nguyén ly ddo ngwgc: Ban sé khong bao gio dung tdi chién lugc kinh doanh
ctl nita, them dong Dd ban dugc 10 triéu ban!! dap ngang bia.

T6i chot cam thay phat byc véi minh. Sao t6i khong chiu doc thém sach
kinh doanh nhi? Ddi t6i di sai dwong la ¢ day. To6i van chwa da cha tam vao
si nghiép. Tai 14t sach, c6 hdp thu cang nhiéu thong tin cang t6t. Co vo khoi
sg do véi cac miii tén chay vé mot phia, roi 1at ngugce lai chay vé phia nguoc
lai. Thong diép da ro: hay dao chiéu miii tén. Cha, tdi hiéu dugc chi can hai
gidy. Chac toi c6 thién tw may vu nay.

Co6 1€ toi nén doc hét nhitng sach loai d6 dé thanh chuyén gia. Co 1€ t6i
nén di hoc & Trwong kinh té Harvard. Thinh linh t6i thdy minh trong thw vién,
nhoi day dau cac loai nguyén ly kinh doanh. R6i tré lai Anh nam mot cong ty
top 100 FTSE. Trong mot thé gidi tran day y twéng va chién luge. Tw duy
tam cao tri thitc. T6i virta dang Google sinh vién nuwéc ngoai Harvard thi
Deborah lai xudt hién.

“Vay, chac gio sinh vién da c6 mat day da roi,” co ta nac 1én, nghe nhw
tuyét vong.

“A vang.” Tdi chuyén sy chd y lai vao cd ta. Lay trdi, c6 chuyén gi véi cd
ta thé? Co thé c6 ta mdi nhan viéc. Cé thé day la lan dau tién co ta lo td6 chitc
hwéng nghiép va vi thé nén mdi bon chon nhu vay.

To6i to lai son bong, c6 tranh nhin d6i mat van mau ctia minh. Deborah,
trong nhw muodn ty ti, bién mat sau canh cra doéi dan 1én san khau. T6i nghe
giong cO ta cat cao nhung khong rd tiéng trén nén lao xao. Vai gidy sau mot
trang vo tay vong lai, va t6i huych Steve, lic nay vira can ngdp rang vao
miéng banh sttng bo. Pting thoi.

“Nao! bén luot roi!”

Khi sdi budc ra san khau nho nhin xudéng khan gia phia dwéi, t6i khong thé
khong dui mat nhin lai.
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Lam tuyén dung cho mdt cong ty khoa hoc, téi da quen nhin dam sinh vién
1é chan vao phong, t6c chwa goi, rdu chwa cao, mat tham quang thiéu ngu.
Nhung dam tré nay that choang 16n. C6 nguyén mot tép nit sinh chai chuot
ngo6i ngay hang dau, mai téc éng dai, mong tay tia tot, trang diém ngat troi.
Ngbi dang sau la mot 1ii nam sinh tréng nhw van dong vién, do thun cang
phong co bap. T6i kinh ngac khéng noi ndi nita. Tredng nay trang bi phong
thi nghiém kiéu gi vay? C6 ca may tap chay u?

“Tréng tuyét lam!” toi thi tham dong vién Deborah. “Piém tuyét doi cho
phan trinh dién.”

“A... ching t6i ciing c6 din cac em cd ging mot chit,” co ta dap, do dur
mat, roi hoi ha di mat. T6i li€c sang Steve, lic nay dang tré mat nhin dam ni
sinh xinh twoi nhw khéng tin néi van may cia minh.

“Xin chao tat ca cac em!” Toi tién 1én tredc san khau. “Cam on cac em da
dén diy hom nay. Tén t6i la Lottie Graveney, va toi c6 mat & day la dé néi
vdi cac em vé co hoi nghé nghiép ¢ Hang dugc pham Blay. Chac an twong rd
nhat cia cac em vé ching t6i la nhitng nhan hiéu noi tiéng toan cau c6 ban &
cac ctra hang dugc pham, tir thuoéc gidm dau Placidus cho t&i kem boi tré em
Sincero. Nhuwng sw nghiép cuia cac ban tai hang dwgc pham cda ching ti con
hon thé...”

“Pdy la mot cong viéc cuc ky phan khich.” Steve gan nhu x6 t6i sang bén.
“Phdi, cac em sé gap thach thitc, nhung ciling sé bi mé hodc. Chung t6i dang
ding & ngay tuyén dau nhitng nghién citu mang tinh tién phong, va ching t6i
muon cac em c6 mat trong ngay hdi khoa hoc tung birng cta ching t6i.”

T6i quac mat nhin anh ta. That ham. Thi¢ nhat 1a, bai néi dau c6 nhuw thé.
Th hai, cai giong Don Juan gia tao kia ¢ dau ra? Thit ba, ltic nay anh ta dang
xan tay ao 1én, c* nhw anh ta 1a m6t phién ban rau ria 16m chém boc mui
thudc cua Indiana Jones vay. Anh ta khong nén lam thé. Canh tay anh ta trang
béc noi day gan xanh.

“Néu cac em muodn séng cudc doi phiéu lrvu mao hiém...” Anh ta dirng lai
dé tao kich tinh r6i gan nhw ra 1én, “Thi day chinh la diém bat dau.”

Anh ta da cham mot c6 ngoi hang dau mac 4o so mi trang ma& khuy 16 ranh
nguc rat sdu va ram nang. C6 nang c6 mai toc dai vang éng véi doi mat xanh
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ma@ 16n va hinh nhw dang chép lai titng chit anh ta noi.

“Pén ldc bat DVD ro6i, Steve,” t6i hén hé ndi, 16i anh ta di trwdce khi anh ta
kip nhé dai day 1én ngudi ¢6 gai. Anh dén md t6i va chiéc DVD thi nhat bt
dau chay trén man hinh dang sau.

“Li nhoc théng minh lam,” Steve thi tham khi ngo6i xudng sau lung toi.
“An twong day.”

Cai gi an twgng? C& 4o nguc co ta a?

“Lam sao cau biét ching n6 c6 thong minh hay khong,” t6i nhan xét. “Ta
con chwa néi chuyén v6i ching co ma.”

“Nhin anh mat la du thdy,” Steve mo mang noéi. “T¢ da choi tro nay dua lau
dé nhan ra tai nang tiém an. Cai c6 téc sang ngoi hang dau trong rat hita hen.
Vo0 cung hita hen. Chiing ta nén dé xudt chwong trinh hoc bong véi o ta. B
tii c6 ta trwde khi cé cong ty duwgce nao khac kip chop mat.”

Lay chua t6i. Anh ta s€ mdi chao c6 nang hgp dong lwong céa tram nghin
bang cho ma xem.

“Chung ta sé n6i véi tat ca bon ho vé chwong trinh hoc bong,” t6i nghiém
khac noi. “Con cau thi c6 dirng ném moi nhan xét vao cap budi dé nita duoc
khong?”

Peén bt 1én va Steve sdi budc ra gitta san khau, xan tay 4o 1én cao hon
nita, c nhw sap chém d6 maot cay go roi ty minh dyng ca mot can nha.

“Cho phép t0i chia sé vdi cac em mot vai tién b mdéi nhat ching t6i vira
dat dwgc, va mot s6 ching téi hy vong sé dat dugc trong twong lai. Co thé la
vOi su gop sitc cua cac em.” Anh ta nhdy mat véi c6 téc vang, va c6 ta lé do
mim cuwoi dap lai.

Trén man hinh hién ra hinh dnh mot phan ti rat phirc tap.

“Chac cac em déu biét axit flohidric cao phan tit dang ion dwong...” Steve
dwa but lazer chi man hinh, r6i ngung lai. “Trwdc khi néi tiép, c6 1€ toi nén
héi cac em hoc chuyén nganh gi & day.” Anh ta nhin quanh. “Hién nhién thé
nao ciing c6 nguoi hoc chuyén nganh hoa sinh...”.

“Cac em ay hoc gi khong quan trong!” Deborah dot ng6t ngat 16i tredc khi
c6 ai kip trd 16i. Trwdc sy kinh ngac cua t6i, c6 ta da lao khdi ghé va dang di
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thang 1én san khau. “Cac em ay hoc gi khong quan trong, phai khong?”

Co ta cang nhu day dan. Co chuyén gi thé?

“Pay chi la mét chi dan c6 ich thoi,” Steve giai thich. “M0i cac em sinh
vién hoéa sinh gio tay 1én...” “Nhuwng cac anh nhan sinh vién thugc moi nganh
hoc.” C6 ta cat ngang. “Trong t0 gidi thiéu anh c6 néi vay. Thé thi co ma
nganh hoc gi cling dau quan trong, phai khong?”

Co0 ta hot hodng. T6i da biét la thé nao cling c6 chuyén ma. “Khong c6 ai
hoc héa sinh w?” Steve nhin xudng can phong lang phac, hoang mang. Thong
thuwong phdi it nhat nira s6 khan gia la dan héa sinh. Deborah mdt xdm ngoét.
“Chuang ta no6i rieng mot cau dwgc khong?” cudi cung co ta cling noéi, tuyét
vong ra hiéu cho ching t6i ra mép san khau. “Toi e la...” Giong c6 ta run run.
“Co6 chit nham lan ¢ day. T6i da gwi email nham danh sach sinh vién.”

Vay day. Co ta da chira lai 16p héa sinh. Ping la do ngoc. Nhung trong co
ta hoang hot qua, nén t6i quyét dinh tr té. “Cho chiing t6i mé 1am,” toi trdn
an cO ta. “Chung t6i khéng chi nham t6i nganh hoéa sinh. Ching t6i con nhan
cac sinh vién ly, sinh, kinh t€... Nhitng em nay chuyén nganh gi?” Im lang.
Deborah can mudn nat moi.

“Tham my,” cudi cung co ta li nhi. “Phan 16n dang hoc nghé trang diém.

Mot vai em la vii cong.”

Thg trang diém va vii cong?

T6i choang vang khong dap ndi. Hen nao trong ai cling long lanh dén vay.
T6i thoang nhin sang Steve - trong anh ta do dan dén mic t6i mudn cudi
khtic khich.

“That tiéc qua,” toi ngdy tho dap. “Steve nghi day la mdt top rat hiva hen.
Anh 4y muon trao hoc béng nghién citu khoa hoc cho tat cad. Phai khong,
Steve?”

Steve nhin nhv mudn giét t6i r6i b6 xudng Deborah. “Cai quai quy gi thé
nay? Tai sao chiung t6i lai phdi thuyét trinh vé sy nghiép trong nganh duoc
hoc vé&i mot phong toan thg trang diém véi vii cong?”

“T6i xin 16i!” Deborah nhin chi chuc 0a khoc. “Dén lic t6i nhan ra thi da
muon qua roi. Toi bi giao nhiém vu thu hat thém nhiéu céng ty tam cd quoc
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gia, ma cac anh thi sang qua, toi khong n& huy...”

“O day c6 bat ky ai muén lam viéc trong nganh nghién citu duoc hoc
khong?” Steve hoi ca phong.

Khong ai gio tay. Toi khong biét nén cudi hay khoc nita. Toi da day tr sau
gio dé dén day. Khong phai la téi bd ca ngt, nhung cling vay thoi.

“Thé cac cb cau dén day lam gi.” Steve nghe nhw sap no tung. “Chiing em
phai dy mudi budi toa dam hwéng nghiép méi da tin chi tim viéc lam,” mot
c6 bé toc dudi ngura tung tay ndi. “Chua oi.” Steve nhat do khoac trén ghé 1én.
“To6i khong r6i hoi lam tro nay.” Thay anh ta dung dung bo ra ngoai khan
phong, t6i cling mudn di theo. Ca doi t6i chwa gdp ai vo dung nhw Deborah.

Nhwng mat khac, van con mot phong day sinh vién dang nhin 1én toi.
Ching can cong viéc, du khong phai trong nganh duwgc hoc. Con toi thi da di
tir tan London vé day. Toi sé khong quay lung bd vé. “OK.” T6i cam cai diéu
khién trén tay Deborah, 1ay dia DVD, r6i buéc ra gitta san khau. “Coi nhu bat
dau lai. T6i khong lam trong nganh trang diém hay vii dao. Vay nén toi
khong gép y dugc gi cho cac em may vu d6. Nhung t6i c6 di tuyén dung. Vay
c6 1é t0i c6 thé cho cac em mot vai 10i khuyén? Cac em c6 cau héi nao
khong?”

Im ldng. R6i mot co gai mac 4o khoac da ngap ngirng gio tay. “Coé c6 thé
xem tht CV cho em dvgc khong?”

“Téat nhién. Tét lam. Co ai mudn téi xem cho nita khong?”

Mot rirng tay phong 1én. Chwa bao gio trong doi toi thdy mot t6 hop méng
tay tia tét dén thé.

“Pugc roi. Xép hang di. Ching ta sé lam thé vay.” Hai tiéng sau, toi da
xem qua CV cho khodng ba chuc sinh vién. (Néu Deborah la ngudi ¢6 van
cho ching, thi Deborah phdi bi dudi c6 titc khac. D6 la tat ca nhitng gi t6i
muon noi.) Toi da trd 10i vé Iwong hwu va hoan thué va luat kinh doanh ca
thé. Toi da ndi tat ca nhitng diéu minh nghi c6 thé giip dwgc dam tré nay. Va
doi lai t6i da hoc dwoc rat nhiéu thit vé nhitng Iinh virc minh chang biét mo té
gi, ti nhu: 1) Lam thé nao héa trang ai d6 trong nhw bi thwong trong phim; 2)
N minh tinh dang quay phim & London nao cé vé cuc ky dé thwong nhung
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lai cw x* nhw mot con c6c ghé véi thg trang diém; va 3) Lam sao dé thuc
hién mot ct bay xoac chan (vu nay t6i lam hong).

T&i gio nay t6i da mé ctra chap nhan moi cha dé, va mot co gai da trang
toc highlight hong dang néi chuyén gid cd nhya canh kién va chuyén ma@
salon riéng thi do 1oi 1ai thap sé kho khan thé nao. T6i van nghe va co gang
chém vai cau c6 ich, nhung khong sao ngan minh théi chu y téi mot co gai
khac dang ngoi hang thit hai. Mat c6 ta dé hoe, c6 ta khong no6i cau nao, chi
sO nan dién thoai va hi mdi r6i chdm khan gidy vao mat.

Gitra doan hdi dap c6 mot lic chinh toi cling mudn cé khan gidy. Toi dang
noéi vé ché do nghi phép, va bat giac noi dau lai do ap 1én dau. Chinh t6i cling
dang dé danh ngay phép. Ba tuan tat cd. Toi ¢t nghi sé danh dé di trang mat.
Tham chi t6i con kiém duge mot cho cuc ky ¢ dao St. Lucia...

Khong, Lottie. BPirng nghi dén chuyén d6. Cho qua di. Tiép tuc nao, tiép
tuc théi. Toi chép mat that manh réi quay lai vGi co téc hong. au.

“... cO c6 nghi em nén tap trung vao long may khong?” co ta hdi, trong lat
lo

Oi troi, toi dau c6 nghe. Tir ddu ma lai néi sang chuyén 16ng may? Tdi
dang dinh bao c6 ta nhac lai cac diém chinh cho ca phong cuing nghe (day lic
nao ciling la mot 16i thoat hitu hiéu) thi c6 gai & hang sau ndc lén nitc né. T6i
khong thé c 10 di dwgc nita. “Chao em,” t6i n6éi diu dang, vay vay tay vé
phia c0 ta. “Xin 16i. Em c6 sao khong?”

“Cindy vira chia tay nguoi yéu.” Co ban vong tay om lay c6 ta. “Co thé
xin phép vé khong a?”

“Tat nhién!” t6i néi. “Puwoc chi!”

“Nhung ban dy van dwgc tinh hom nay chi¥?” mot c6 ban khac hua vao lo
lang. “Vi ban ay da triegt mat mot mon réi.” “Pay la 16i cta thang do,” c6 ban
thit nhat rit 1én, va cé khoang mwoi c6 khac gat dau dong y, 1am ram nao la
“Chac chan dén thé,” vGi “Do6 bé di” véi “Han con chang biét t6 mat khoi.”
“Chung em yéu nhau hai nam.” Co6 gai da trang lai nac lén. “Hai nam troi.
Bai tdp ctia anh 4y em lam cho mot nita. Thé ma bay gid anh dy béao, ‘Anh
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can tdp trung vao suv nghiép.” Em c& twdng anh dy mudén & vdi
emmmmmm...” C0 ta tan ra thanh tirng chap nitc né va t6i tr6 mat nhin, nwdc
mat dang l1én. Toi hiéu noi dau cda c6 ta. Toi hiéu ma.

“Tat nhién em van dugc tinh diém ro6i,” toi triu mén noi. “Thuyc ra la toi sé
ghi khen thudong vi em da dén nghe trong lic tam ly con dang bat 6n.”

“That u?” Cindy trao t6i mot nu cwdi dam nuwdc mat. “Co sé lam thé that
a?” “Nhung em phai nghe t6i, duwgc khong? Em phdi nghe t6i.” T6i cam thay
noi hoi thic ngay mot 16n phai ndi ra ngoai cha dé cua budi néi chuyén. Phai
truyén dat cho c6 bé nay mét chan 1y pho quat, khong phéi vé lwong huu,
khong phai vé hoan thué ma la vé tinh yéu. Hodc vé tinh khong yéu. Hoac vé
bat ky cai noi nita voi nao ma ca hai ching t6i déu dang mac ket. T6i biét
viéc nay khong nam trong quyén han ctia minh, nhwng c6 gai nay can dugc
biét. Co6 ta can dwgc biét. Tim t6i dang dap thinh thich. T6i thdy minh cao
quy va hitng khéi, nhw Helen Mirren hay Michelle Obama. “T6i mudn noéi
v6i em mot diéu,” t6i m& dau. “Gitta phu nit vGi nhau. Gitta ngwoi di lam vGi
nhau. Gifta con ngwdi véi nhau.” Mat toi nhin xody vao co ta. “Dung dé mot
vu chia tay lam héng ca doi em.” T6i cam thay rirng ruc nhiét huyét. Toi tin
chac vao diéu minh néi. Toi dang chay véi thong diép ctia minh. “Em manh
meé.” Toi gap tirng ngon tay. “Em doc lap. Em c6 cudc doi cua em, va em
khong can anh ta. Hiéu khéng?” T6i dgi dén khi c6 ta thi tham, “Hiéu a.”

“Téat ca ching ta déu da tirng biét thé nao la chia tay.” Toi 16n giong cho ca
phong cung nghe. “Cau tra 16i khong phai la khéc 16c. Cau tra 1oi khong phai
la an s6 0 la hay toan tinh tra thu. Cac em can vugt qua. Moi lan t6i chia tay
véi ai do, cac em c6 biét toi lam gi khong? To6i xoay chuyén cudc doi minh
theo huéng méi. T6i tim ra cho minh mot dy an mdéi hap dan. T6i thay doi vé
bé ngoai. T6i chuyén nha. Vi t6i 1a ngwdi nam gitt cuéc doi minh, thé day.”
T6i ddm vao long ban tay. “Chi¢ khong phai mot thang cha thdm chi con
khong biét t6 mat khai.”

Vai c6 géi vo tay bom bop, c6 ban Cindy hu 1én tan thuwéng. “Em cling bao
thé ma! Thang ay la rac rwdi caa vii tru!”

“Khong khéc nita,” t6i nhan manh. “Khong khan gidy nita. Khong kiém
tra dién thoai xem han c6 goi khong nita. Khong nhét s6 c6 la ddy mom nita.
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Hay tién lén vdi doi. TGi v6i chan troi mgi. Néu téi lam duwgc, em cling lam
dwgc.”

Cindy dang ha hoc miéng nhin t6i nhu nhin ngudi biét doc y nghi.

“Nhung ¢6 manh mé,” cudi cung co ta cling thot 1én. “Co that diéu ky. Em
khong dwgc nhu c6. Em sé khong bao gio duwge nhw 6, ké cd dén lic em
bang tudi co.”

C0 gai dang nhin t6i nguong mo biét mdy, t6i khong thé khong thady cam
dong, du 18 ra c6 ta khong nén lam nhu tdi 1d mot con khiing long tién st. Y
toi 1a, t6i m&i ba muoi ba tudi, chit khong phai mot tram linh ba.

“Tat nhién em sé dwgc nhw t6i,” toi cam doan. “Em biét day, cé thoi toi
cling nhw em. T6i rat nhat nhat. T6i hoan toan khong biét minh sé lam gi
trong doi, hay kha nang cua minh la gi. Toi chi la mot dita nh6éc muoi tam
tudi, hoang mang tim dwong.” T6i cam thdy bai Dién van C6 Dong Moi Doi
Twong lai dang ao vé. Cé dua thoi gian khong? T6i li€c dong ho. Vira kip. Ban
rat gon. “Toi lac 16i. Ping y nhw em bay gid ddy. Nhung roi to6i budc vao
ndm dinh huéng.”[1]

Toi da ké chuyén nay rat nhiéu, rat nhiéu lan. O c4c sy kién vdi sinh vién,
& cac budi n6i chuyén xay dung tinh than dong doi, & cac budi hop chuan bi
cho nhitng ngwdi sap nghi phép nghién cttu. Chuyén nay to6i ké khong bao gio
chén, va lan nao cling thdy cam dong.

“T6i budc vao nam dinh hwéng,” téi nhac lai, “va ca cudc doi t6i thay doi.
Bén than con ngudi toi thay déi. Mot dém dinh ménh da bién doéi t6i hoan
toan.” T6i bwdc 1én vai budc, nhin thang vao Cindy. “Em c6 biét triét ly cudc
doi cha toi la gi khong? Moi chiing ta déu c6 nhitng thoi diém quyét dinh dwa
ching ta di vao con dwong cia minh. Toi da gap thoi diém quyét dinh quan
trong nhat trong nam dinh hwéng. Em chi can chd dén thoi diém quan trong
ctia em thoi. Va n6 chac chan sé dén.”

“Pdy la chuyén gi a?” Co ta da hoan toan bi théi mién, nhitng ngudi khac
trong phong cling thé. T6i con thdy mot nguwoi tat iPod.

“Toi tdi nghi & nha khach trén déao Tkonos,” t6i ké. “Day 1a mot hon dao &
Hy Lap. Bay nh6c ngudi tré trong nam dinh hwdng, t6i & day ca mua he. Bay
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la mot noi ky diéu.”

Moi lan ké chuyén nay, nhitng ky niém ci lai ua vé véi t6i. Tinh gidc moi
sang v6i anh mat troi Hy Lap chéi chang trén mi mat. Nwdc bién vuot ve lan
da chay nang. Nhitng manh 4o tam phoi trén ctta chép go dang bong troc. Cat
len 16i vao doi giay lwdi. C4 sardine twoi nwdng ngay trén bai bién. Nhac
nhéo va nhdy nhét hang dém.

“Thé roi. Mot dém, mot vu chdy xay ra.” T6i ép minh quay lai hién thuec.
“Rat kinh khing. Nha khach chat citng nguwoi. Y t6i 13, y nhw mot cai bay
chét choc. Tat ca ta ra ban cong tang trén, nhung khong ai xudng dwoc, ai
cling la thét, tham chi khong c6 ca binh citu hoa...”

Moi lan nhé lai cai dém do, quay vé trong t6i van la cai hinh anh ay:
khodnh khac mai nha sut xuéng. T6i cé thé nghe thdy tiéng ram ram khung
khiép va nhitng ti€éng thét xé tai. Toi c6 thé ngi thay mui khoi.

Phong lang phac cho t6i néi tiép.

“Luc do, téi dang & vi tri c6 cam quan sat tot. T6i da tréo 1én cai nha trén
cdy. Toi thdy rd moi ngwdi nén chay di dau. Chi can nhdy qua mép ban cong
la xudng néc chuong dé gan day, nhung khong ai nhan ra. Ai cling dang
hoang loan. Thé nén t6i lanh trach nhiém. T6i bat dau hwéng dan moi nguoi.
T6i phai hét to cho ngudi ta nghe thay, toi vay tay r6i rit, nhay 1én nhay
xuong nhw bi dién, nhwng cudi cung cling c6 nguwdi nhin thay toi, va roi tat ca
deu lang nghe. Ho lam theo cach t6i chi. Tat ca déu nhay qua ban cong xudng
chuong dé, tirng nguwdi mot, va tat ca déu an toan. Day la lan dau tién trong
doi t6i nhan ra minh c6 khiéu lanh dao. Minh cé thé lam nén sy khac biét.”

Ca phong ling nhu to. “Oi trdi a.” Cudi cung Cindy thd hit. “Bao nhiéu
nguoi?” “Muoi?” toi nhin vai. “Muoi hai gi d6?” “Co da citu mang muoi hai
ngudi?” Co gai néi véi sw ngudng mo sau sic. “A, ai ma bit dugc?” toi c6
pha tro cho khong khi b6t nghiém trong. “Khdng c6 t6i chac ho cling dugc
cttu théi. Quan trong 13, t6i da nhan ra diéu gi d6 vé ban than minh.” T6i chap
hai tay trudc ngue. “Twr khoanh khac do trd di, toi da tu tin theo dudi diéu gi
minh muén: T6i da thay doi phwong hwdng, thay doi moi y twong. Toi cé thé
thanh thwc noi rang tat ca bat dau tr ngay do. Pay la thoi diém quyét dinh
quan trong cua t6i. Pay la luc t6i trd thanh con ngudi toi bay gio. Va tat ca
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cac em ciing sé gap thoi diém quyét dinh ctia cudc doi minh. T6i chac chan
day.”

T6i ludn lam song lai khoanh khac ay va cam thay nghen ngao moi khi ké
chuyén nay. That kinh khiép. Pay la phan t6i khong bao gio ké: rang t6i da
thay s¢ hai va hodng loan nhu thé nao khi gao thét qua tiéng gio, tuyét vong
mong c6 nguoi nghe thay, biét rang tat ca dang phu thudc vao minh. T6i hi
mii va mim cuwoi voi nhitng khuon mat im lang xung quanh. T6i da lam nén
khac biét. Cau d6 da & lai vai toi nhw mot cau kinh su6t bao nam rong. Toi da
lam nén khéac biét. Du cho t6i c6 lam da thit ngu xuan dai dot, thi toi cling da
lam nén khac biét.

Ca phong im lang. Ro6i ¢ gai toc vang ngoi hang dau dirng day.

“Co la c6 van nghé nghiép tuyét nhat chiing em titng gap cho dén gio. Phai
khong?” Ngac nhién biét bao, tiéng vo tay xung quanh noi 1én ram ram. May
cd gai con hoan h6 am 1.

“Toi tin 1a khéng phai dau,” t6i voi dap.

“Phai ma,” c6 ta khang khang. “Co that qua dinh. Chiing em c6 thé cam
on c6 mot cach ti té€ duwge khong?” “Rat vui long.” Toi mim cwdi lich thiép.
“That tuyét voi dugc dén dady hom nay, va chiic cac em may man véi sy
nghiép cta minh...” “Y em khong phai vay.” Cb ta tién dén buc, vung vay
mot cay lwgce tron den dai twéng vé phia téi. “Em tén Jo. C6 c6 mudn trang
diém khong?”

“0.” T6i ngan ngl, nhin xuéng dong ho. “Khong dugc dau. A, y tdi 1a rat
cam on em da héi...” “Em khong cé y gi dau,” Jo an can noéi. “Nhung c6 can
trang diém mot chuit.

Mit c6 sung qua. Pém qua cd c6 ngt da gidc khong?” “O.” Tbi ciing
ngudi. “Cé. C6, da 1dm, cam on em. Ngt nhiéu 1dm. Sudt dém.” “A, néu thé
c6 can doi kem mat. Loai c6 dung chang c6 tac dung gi cd.” Gio thi co6 ta
dang ghé sat vao mat toi. “Miii co cling dé nita. C6... vira khoc day a?” “Khéc
u?” T6i c6 gang khong t6 ra qua chong ché. “Tat nhién la khong r6i!” Jo an
t0i ngbdi xuéng mot chiéc ghé va nhe nhang cham vung da quanh mat t6i. Co
ta hit manh, nhv mot thg xay dang ngam tadc pham voi vita ciu tha cta ké
khac.
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“Em xin 16i, nhwng tinh trang da co that sy la rat té.” Co ta vay mat hai c6
ban lai gan, ca hai déu lam vé mat hodng hét khi nhin vao mat t6i. “Oi, kinh
khiing qua.” “Mét cd dé hét 1én kia!” “O, t6i cling khong hiéu tai sao.” Téi
gang cuoi than nhién. “Khong hiéu. Cha hiéu sao nita.”

“Chéc cb bi di tng cai gi day.” Jo dot nhién nghi ra. “O.” T6i chop ldy y
kién d6. “Chac la thé. Di &tng.” “Cod dung my pham gi? Cho em xem dugc
khong?” T6i véi 1ay cai tii, kéo phéc mo tuya ra, nhung khoa bi ket.

“Pé em gitp,” Jo no6i va dua tay cam truede khi toi kip ngan lai. Chét tiét.
Toi khong khoai dé cho nguwoi khac thay thanh Galaxy dai twéng vira mua &
WBSmith sang nay da bi chén mat mot nita trong lic chd Steve (mot phut
yéu duoi).

“Ctr dé t6i,” t6i noi va chop lai céi tii. Nhung tay co ta da dang kéo khoa
khién cai vat toi nghiép bi giang co giita doi bén, va triwdc khi toi kip nhan ra
thi thanh Galaxy an dé& da bay veo khai tudi, cung mot chai rvgu trang mini da
gan nhu can sach (phut yéu duéi hon). Va nhitng manh vun ctia tdim anh
Richard bi xé nat (phut yéu dudi hon nita).

“Xin 16i!” Jo kinh hoang kéu lén, vun cac manh vun lai. “Em xin 16i! Céi
gi...” Co ta nhin k§ hon. “Anh &? N6 bj sao thé?”

“S0 c0 la cua cd nay,” mot co gai khac ndi, chia thanh Galaxy cho toi.

“Con cai nay em nghi la thiép Valentine cii?” c6 ban thi¢ ba n6i, than trong
cam mot mau thiép pha nhi bi &m den 1én. “Nhwng ma tréng nhuw né bi...
chay a?”

Pay la tdc pham cua t6i nhd mdt que diém va tach ca phé & Costa truéc
khi ngwoi ta bao t6i dirng lai. (Phit yéu dudi cyc diém.)

Con mat Richard dang chia vao t6i trén mot mau anh, va toi cam thay long
minh chung xu6ng vi noi buén dau ap téi bat ngd. T6i c6 thé cam nhan rod
nhitng cai nhin day y t¥ cia cac c6 gai tré, nhung chang con biét dap lai ra
sao. T6i khong tim dugc duwong nao cao quy va hitng khéi dé thoat khoi vu
nay. Jo quay lai sam soi d6i mat van mau cua to6i lan nita. R6i c6 ta hoat bat
trd lai va bat dau nhét moi thit ba ran vao tai toi.
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“Du sao thi,” c6 mau man ndi, “diéu quan trong nhat bay gio la lam cho co
that dep. Dé cho... ai d6 biét tay.” Co ta nhdy mat vdi toi. “Hodc cho cai gi
do6. Cé thé phai hoi lau day. Co san sang khong?”

Pay la cau tra 1oi. Toi khong biét cau hoi 1a gi, nhung day la cau tra 10i.
Toi dang ngoi trong ghé, mat nham lai, cAm thdy lang lang tot dinh trong lic
mat minh dang dugc quét phan va vé chi nho ban tay ctia Jo, 6 ban than méi
nhat, cung cac ban c6. Ho xit phadn nén 1én mat t6i, kep 16 1én téc t6i, va lién
tuc dwa ra cac y twéng xem nén vé mat cho t6i nhw thé nao, nhung t6i hau
nhu khong nghe thdy nita. T6i nhw dang trong con mé. Toi chang can biét
minh cé vé van phong muon khong. T6i da lo mo lam roi. C¢ choc choc t6i
lai thiép di roi lai hoi tinh va tdm tri thi xodan xuyt gitta nhitng mo mang,
nhitng sac mau va suy nghi.

Moi lan thdy minh dang nghi vé Richard, t6i lai ép y nghi ay but di. Bo
qua. Tién 1én nao, kiéu hanh 1én nao. T6i sé 6n thoi, moi chuyén roi sé tot dep
th6i. Chi can to6i lang nghe chinh minh. Kiém cho minh mdt muc tiéu mdi.
Mothuéng di mGi. Mot cai gi do dé tap trung vao.

Co6 thé t0i sé trang tri lai can ho. Hodc 1a di hoc vo. T6i c6 thé tham gia
mot 16p tap huan cdp toc nao day cho than thé san chac. Cao sach téc va moc
mdy cai bap chudt khung nhw Hilary Swank.

Hodc ban khuyén rén. Richard rat ghét khuyén ron. Bing la nén lam thé.
Hodc di du lich. Sao t6i khong di nhiéu hon nhi? Y nghi cua t6i c trd lai véi
Ikonos. D6 diing 1a mot mua he tuyét voi cho dén khi vu chay xay ra, canh sat
dén va tat ca tan ra trong hon loan. Hoi ay t6i tré trung biét may. T6i manh
mai biét may. T6i song v&i quan siéu ngan va ao day bikini. Toc t6i xé cwdm.
Va tat nhién con Ben nita, ban trai ding nghia dau tién cua t6i. M6i quan hé
dau tién cuaa toi. Mai toc sam mau, doi mat xanh ludn nheo tit, mui mo6 hoi lan
hwong mu6i bién cung nwdc hoa Aramis. Trdi oi, ching t6i ngt véi nhau bao
nhiéu lan r6i? Ba lan mot ngay, it nhat la thé. Con lic nao khong nga vdi
nhau thi ching t6i nghi dén chuyén ngu véi nhau. That dién khung. C& nhw
thudc phién. Anh la ngudi dau tién t6i mé mét dén mitc muon...

Khoan. Khoan da. Ben?

https://thuviensach.vn



Mat t6i m& choang va Jo kéu 1é 1én khiép hai. “Yén nao!” Khong thé nao.
Chac chan la thé. “Xin 16i.” T6i chép mat, c6 giit binh tinh. “Thyc tinh...
ching ta nghi mot lic dugc khong? Toi phai goi dien.” Toi ngoanh di, luc tim
dién thoai, bam phim tat goi Kayla, bao long ditng c6 ngu ngoc. Khong thé 1a
anh dy. Khong phai la anh ay. R6 rang khong phdi 1a anh dy. “Lottie, chao
chi,” giong Kayla vang lIén. “Chi 6n ca chi?”

Tai sao anh lai goi cho t0i sau tirng &y nam? Pa mwdi lam nam roi, Chua
0i. Chiing tdi chwa hé lién lac ké tir... O. K& tir dao &y.

“Hey, Kayla. Chi muon héi s6 ctia anh Ben gi do6 thoi.” Toi co gilt giong
than nhién. “Cai anh goi hom qua luc t6i ra ngoai, nhé khong?”

Sao toi lai siét chdt cac ngén tay thé nay?

“A nhé a. Boi em ti... Pay r6i.” C6 doc mot s dién thoai. “Anh nao thé
a?” “To6i... khong biét. C6 nhé chac chan la anh ta khong néi ho cha?”
“Vang, Ben thoi.”

To6i tat may roi nhin cham cham vao sé dién thoai. Ben théi. Ben thoi.

Mot tay sinh vién xin viéc xac lao, t6i nghiém khac tw nha. Mot tay nhan
vién hwdng nghiép tuwong ching toi du than dé xung tén. DAy la Ben Jones,
ong hang xém cua t6i, goi dén co quan vi c6 viéc gi do. Trén doi co bao
nhiéu nguwdi tén Ben? Phai dén nam ti ti. Chinh thé.

Ben thoi.

Nhung diém mau chot 1a ¢ d6. Pay la 1y do hoi thé to6i bong nhanh hon va
toi t dong ngoi thang day trong dang vé quyén ri hon. Ai ma ty xung nhuw
thé ngoai trir anh ban trai cii ctia t6i?

T6i nhan nat, nham mat that chat, roi doi. Tiéng chudng do6. Ho6i nita. Roi
héi nita.

“Benedict Parr xin nghe.” Ngwng mot ltc. “A 16? Toi la Benedict Parr day.

Co6 ai dang goi khong?”

T6i khong dap noi. Bung da t6i nhw dang nhdy mua. Chinh la anh.
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Chuong 4

S otts

biéu dau tién phai noi la trong to6i vO cung xinh dep. Diéu thi hai la, t6i
khong dinh ngu vGi anh dau. Khong. Khong doi naoooo. Bing c6 mo.

Mac du tir sdng gio t6i cha nghi gi may ngoai chuyén d6. Mac du méi nhé
lai t6i da thay nguwdi minh s6i 1én ram ran. Anh. Ho6i d6. Ching t6i. T6i thay
doi thi phi thue con dau thi hoi biéng biéng. Khong tin néi minh sap gap lai
anh. Sau titng &y nam. Ben. Nghi ma xem - Ben.

Nghe giong anh nhw mot 16i tin hiéu khéi dong chuyén du hanh nguoc
thoi gian. Ngay 1ap titc toi thdy minh ng6i tredc mat anh bén chiéc ban nho
lung lay tdi nao chiing t6i cling chiém. Xung quanh la cay 6 liu. T6i gac chan
tran 1én long anh. Lon Sprite wép lanh. T6i dd quén mat minh ti'ng nghién
Sprite cho dén gidy phit ay.

Twr lic dé6 tra di, nhitng ky tc va hinh anh ci¢ kéo nhau theo vé, doi khi 1o
mo doi khi lai that nhw bang xwong bang thit. Mat anh. Mui hwong ctia anh.
Anh lic nao ciling that dit doi. D6 la diéu t6i nhd nhat vé anh. Sy dir doi &
anh. Anh lam t6i cAm thay nhu chiing t6i dang déng trong bo phim cua riéng
minh, nhw thé trén doi chang c6 gi y nghia ngoai anh, t6i, va lic nay. Moi thit
thudc vé cam gidc. Cam giac vé anh. Vé nang va mo héi. Bién va cat. Da thit
hoa vao da thit. Cai gi cling néng béng va sac bén va... tuyét dinh.

Tat ca tirng dy chuyén, sau muoi lam nam, cam gidc that la... chac. Quai
dan. Toi li€c dong h6, cam thdy mot thoang run vi chd dgi. Giét thoi gian &
ctra cac shop nhw thé 1a dua r6i. Dén gid di thoi.

Chung toi hen nhau ¢ cai nha hang hai san md&i ma tai khu Clerkenwell
von dugc diém danh gia rat cao. C6 vé nhw Ben lam viéc gan day, viéc gi do -
toi khong hoi, nghi lai thay that ngoc, nén danh phéi v6i vang Google khi
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cubi cung ciing vé lai van phong. Toi khong kiém ra anh trén Facebook,
nhung tim dwgc mot website vé cong ty gidy gi do ma xem ra anh la giam
doc. Phai noi la ngac nhién - h6i quen nhau anh néi muoén lam dién vién,
nhung chac vu d6 khéng thanh. Hodc la anh d6i y. H6i do ching t6i cling
chang noi gi may vé viéc lam cac kiéu. Ma ndi chung ching t6i chi nghi dén
hai diéu: mot l1a sex, hai 1a minh sé thay doi thé gi¢i nhw thé nao.

Nhung t6i nhé nhitng lan tranh luan rat khuya vé Brecht, héi dy anh dang
doc, va Chekhov, hoi ay t6i dang doc. Va trai dat nong lén. Va twr thién. Va
chinh tri. Va cai chét nhan dao. Gi® nghi lai t6i thay nhitng tranh luan héi do
hoi giong kiéu tranh ludn trong treong trung hoc. C6 ti thanh khan. Nhung
phai noi, cling ding. Ching t6i cling chi vira t6t nghiép trung hoc. T6i di vé
phia nha hang, hoi chuénh choang trén d6i guoc cao goét mdi sam, cam thay
toc minh bong bénh quanh vai va tham tan thwéng bo méng tay mdi duoc tia
tot mot cach hoan hdo. Ngay khi Jo véi dam ban biét tin t6i sap hen ho vGi
chang ngudi yéu cti, ho quynh lén lang xang gdp muwoi. Ho stta mong cho t6i.
ROi nhudom 16ng may cho t6i. Tham chi con héi t6i c6 muodn tay long ving
bikini khong.

Tat nhién, cai do thi toi khong can. Toi da dén hiéu salon ca ba ngay truéc
16i, dé chuan bi cho mot dém an mirng dinh hén néng chay véi Richard, roi
moi chuyén thanh ra thé day. That phi tién.

T6i lai cAm thay noi dau va sy nhuc nha xam chiém 1lay minh. Cé 1é t6i
nén tong cai hoa don cho anh ta. Giti dén tan San Francisco, kém mot 1a thw
cao ngao chi viét thé nay, Richard thdn mén. Khi anh doc dugc thw nay...

Khong. Thoi ngay Lottie. Btrng nghi dén Richard nita. Btrng soan cd mot
bitc thw cao ngao nita. Bé qua di. Tién lén nao, kiéu hanh lén nao.

Toi siét chat cai vi cam tay, c6 1dy thém can dam. Tat ca la duyén tién
dinh. Moi thit déu dwgc sap dat ca roi. Mdéi phut trwedc téi con ¢ day vue thé
tham - phut sau Ben da goi cho t6i. Pay la kismet. La s6 ménh.

Du vay t6i khong dinh ngt véi anh dau. Khong. Bung c6 mo.

Pén ctra nha hang, t6i rut cai guwong trong tdi xach ra va ngam nghia lai
nhan sac lan chét. Chét tiét. T6i ¢ quén mat rang trong minh that xinh dep.
Da t6i sang birng 1én. GO ma méi Jo tao ra bang phép than ky nao dé vdi
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phan hong va phan highlight da ha guc bat ct chang nao. Moi t6i chin mong
nhin chi mu6n can. Ttm lai: T6i dep.

Puing la trai han véi cai kich ban kinh khing thwong thiy la dung phai ga
bo cii trong lic dang ban d6 ngt va con chwa tinh han sau dém say. Pay la
kich ban trong mo. Ca doi toi chua bao gio xinh dep hon Itic nay, va toi cling
tin chac rang minh khong bao gio c6 thé xinh dep hon nita, trtv phi di nho
muoi co tho trang diém. Pay dung la dinh cao ctia doi toi vé phuong dién sac
dep.

Cam giac ty tin bat chgt thoang ao dén, to6i day ctta nha hang, dén nhan
mui vi &m ap day moi moc cta téi va hdi san. T4t ca cadc ngan ban ghé déu
boc da, mot bo dén chum khong 16 gitta phong va tiéng x6n xao lam nén rat
dung diéu.

Khong mau me chuéng tai ma lich 1am va than thién. Mot chuyén gia pha
ché dang lac cocktail & quay bar va tirc thi, nhw mét phan xa cé diéu kién, t6i
bong thay théem mat ly mojito. T6i khong udng say dau, toi voi ha quyét tam.
Tbi s& khong ngti v6i anh va khong udng say dau. Ong boi trudng da tién lai.
Bat dau roi.

“T6i c6 hen véi... v6i mot nguwoi ban. Anh dy c6 dat ban. Benedict Parr?”
“Vang thwa c6.” Ong ta dan t6i di vong véo qua nha hang, qua khoang muoi
cai ban c6 nhitng anh chang rat-c6-thé-la-Ben dang ng6i, mat ngoanh di cho
khéc. Lan nao rudt t6i cting 16n nhao vi hoi hép. Co6 phai anh nay khong? Cé
phai anh nay khong? Lam on dung la anh do...

Troi oi! Suyt thi t6i ré 1én. Anh day roi, dang ditng day khéi ghé. Dirng
dung nao. Cwoi di. Chuyén nay that 1a phi thyc qua doi.

Mat t6i dang chay khap ngwdoi anh, thu nhan ting chi tiét nhanh hét cd, c&
nhv thé t6i dang tranh ctip thé gidi mén Cham Piém Ngudi Ciil. Ao so mi in
hoa hai la, thé 1a thé nao? Anh ay cao hon minh nh@. Gay hon. Mat chac chan
la gay hon, mai téc den don séng gio cat ngan. Nhin anh ay lic nay ban sé
khong thé biét ngay xwa anh dé téc bip trong nhw than Hy Lap. Tai van thay
16 noi ngay xwa xé khuyén. “Um... chdo anh,” t6i chao. T6i hai 1ong véi kiéu
néi dé dat cia minh. Nhat la khi cA mot chum bong béng phan khich dang n&
trong bung toi, sau khi toi da nhin anh that ky. Trong anh kia! Pep trai kinh
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khting! Trwdc nay van thé, nhung gio anh dep trai hon nhiéu. Pitng dan hon.
B6t 1ong ngéng hon. Anh ghé t&i hon t6i. Mot nu hén ditng dan, lich 1am 1én
hai ma. Ro6i anh lui lai quan sét t6i. “Lottie. Trong em that la... tuyét qua di
mat.” “Trong anh ciling banh ra tro.” “Em chang gia di ti nao!” “Anh ciling
thé!” Chung t6i dang tiu tit trong niém vui ngd ngang, c¥ nhw ngudi vira boc
tham tring gidi, c¥ dinh ninh sé nhan dwgc hop so6 c6 la ca chudi thi lai dwoc
trao mot nghin bang tién twoi. Ca hai déu khong tin néi van may cta minh.

Thi day, thit nghi ma xem, di qua tu6i hai muwoi ngwdi ta c6 biét bao nhiéu
la thay do6i. Ben hoan toan cé thé xudt hién trong bat ky dang vé nao. Cé thé
la héi dau. Cé thé la phé bung gu Iuwng. Co thé 1a mac tat co giat kho chiu nao
day.

Con anh thi han dang nhin t6i va nghi, On Chtla c6 dy khong di bom méi/
toc chua ngd xdm/ nguoi khéng béo phi. “ Nao?” Anh duyén ddng chi tay vé
phia ghé va t6i ngoi xuéng. “ Mudi ldm ndm réi em thé nao?”

“On ca, cam on anh.” T6i cudi. “Anh thé nao?”

“Khong c6 gi phdi ché.” Anh nhin mat t6i v4i anh cwdi ranh manh quen
thudc. “Roi, xong viéc hoi han. Em udng gi khong? Dung bdo anh bay gio
em da cai regu nhé.” “Anh dua day ha?” Téi mé& menu cocktail, thay hoi ron
1én vi hoi hop. T6i nay sé rat tuyét day. Ngay lic nay toi da biét vay roi.
“Xem ho c6 cai gi dang thtr nao.” Hai gio sau ca ngwoi toi da bung bung. Toi
dang phan khich. T6i thdy minh nhv mot van dong vién dang & phong do
dinh cao. Nhw mot tin d6 tan tong vira dwgc khai m@. Chinh la day. Chinh la
ddy. Ben va t6i hop nhau qud doi. OK, vdy la toi khéng giir dugc 10i hita
khong dung dén ruou. Nhung do la mét 1oi hira ngu si, ngé ngan, can nghi.
An t6i VGi tinh cii rdt dé mdc vao nhitng tinh huéng cdng thdng va réi rdm.
C6 thé con nguong ngdp. Trdi lai, chi cdn vai ly cocktail, t6i dd hudéng mot
buoi toi tuyét diéu nhdt tran doi.

Tuyét nhat 1a Ben véi t6i hop ca kinh 1én duwgce. Ct nhw chiing t6i vira bat
lay ding khoanh khac ching t6i bé lai, c@ nhw mot thap ky rudi vira qua
chang hé ton tai. Ching toi lai dang mwoi tam. Lai tré trung va say suwta. Trao
do6i nhitng y twédng quai di, nhitng cau chuyén ngé ngan va muén kham pha
moi thit trén thé gigi. Ben m& dau bang viéc ké cho t6i vé kich vira xem tuan

https://thuviensach.vn



tredc con toi thi ké vé budi trién 1am tranh & Paris (nhwng 16 tit phan Richard
dwa di, va tr ldc dé cau chuyén troi chay nhw gié. Co bao nhiéu chuyén can
néi. C6 bao nhiéu ky niém can 6n lai. Ching t6i khong hé dung dén cai bai
kho s& ai-lam-gi-bao gid. Chwa hé ké cho nhau céng viéc hién tai hay cac
moi quan hé da qua hay may chuyén ngap dai kiéu do. That 1a nhe ngudi
khong phai nghe mady cau “Thé dao nay lam gi?” hay “Can ho ctia em la xay
dé & hay chuyén doi muc dich?” hay la “Em c6 déng bido hiém xa hoi
khong?” Thé méi tw do chir. Toi biét anh hién khong c6 ai. Anh biét tdi hién
khong c6 ai. Tinh hinh hién tai cap nhat thé la da.

Ben udng nhiéu hon han t6i. Anh cling nhé nhiéu hon han t6i vé cai hoi &
Hy Lap. Anh khong nging khoi lai nhitng ky niém t6i da chon chat trong
long. T6i da quén vu thi dau loai poker. T6i da quén vu céi thuyén cau bi
chim nghim. Téi di quén cai dém choi béng ban véi hai cau ngudi Uc.
Nhung chi can Ben nhac téi, tat ca lai ta vé trong t6i, lung linh va song dong.
“Guy va...” T6i dang nhan miii c6 nhd. “Guy va... tén cdu ay la gi nhi... a w,
Bill!”

“Bill!” Ben cuwoi khiic khich, dap tay véi téi. “Tat nhién roi. Bill By.” Toi
khong tin n6i minh chang mdy may nhd téi Bill By 1dy mot lan su6t tir hoi
dé. Cau ta to nhv mot con gau. Cau ta c6 théi quen ngoéi goc hién, udng bia
swdi nang mot minh. Cau ta c6 so khuyén deo ky luc t6i tirng thay. Hinh nhw
cau ta con ty x6 16 14y, bang mot cay kim. Cau ta con c6é ¢6 ban géi hoi bi
oach tén Pinky, va cd dam chung t6i da cham chi xem va ho la c6 vii trong
ltic cau ta x4 16 ron cho 6 a.

“Muyc chién bo.” T6i nham hd mat. “Ca doi em khéng bao gio con dugc
an myc chién bo nhuv vay.” “Hoang hon nita,” Ben dé thém. “Nhé& hoang hon
khong?” “Lam sao ma quén dugc.” “Va Arthur nita.” Anh toét miéng cuoi
hoi twong. “Ngudi thé méi 1a ngwoi chir.” Arthur 1a cha nha khach. Ching toi
dita ndo ciing ton sting dng, va cham chim d6p 14y ting 101 cta dng. Ong Ia
nguoi thong tué nhat t6i tirng gap trén doi, quang nam chuc hodc c6 khi hon;
chang c6 viéc gi trén doi la ong chwa tirng lam, ti viéc hoc tai Harvard tGi
viéc thanh l1ap cong ty riéng va pha san réi dong thuyén buém vong quanh thé
gidi dén khi ket lai & ddo Ikonos, noi ong két hon véi mot co6 bé dan dao.
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Pém nao 6ng cling ngoi trong vuon 6 liu, da hoi phé va ké cho moi ngudi cai
lan &n trwa voi Bill Clinton roi tir chéi khi Clinton mdi vé lam viéc. Ong da
phiéu lvu khip noi. Ong that 1a thong thai. Tdi van con nhé mot tdi da uéng
say mém roi khéc rung rirc trén vai 6ng, con 6ng thi diu dang vuodt ve toi va
néi gi do thyc phi thwong. (Gio toi cling chang con nhé chinh xac 1a gi nita -
chi biét l1a rat phi thuong).

“Nhé cédi cau thang khong?” “Cai cau thang!” To6i rén 1én. “Sao hoi dé
ching ta di n6i nhi?” Nha khach & trén dinh mot vach da. Muon xudng bai
bién hodc di 1én thi phai leo tong cong 113 bac déo vao vach da. Moi ngay
chung t6i chay 1én chay xu6ng vai lan. Hén nao hoi do t6i gay thé.

“Nh¢ Sarah khong? Mdy chuyén vGi Sarah ay?” “Sarah? Trong co ay thé
nao nhi?”

“Mé hon. Than hinh dep. Da min nhu lya.” Anh nhw dang hit vao ky tc.
“Con gai Arthur dy. Em phdi nhé c6 ay ch.” “A w.” T6i khong hao hitng
nghe 10i mo ta vé lan da min nhw lua cia c6 gai nao khac. “Khong nhé lam.”

“Chac la c6 ay lén dwong di du lich treéc khi em dén.” Anh nhin vai,
chuyén sang chuyén khac. “Nhé 16 bang Dirk va Sally cli khong? Chiing ta
xem bao nhiéu lan tat ca dy nhi?”

“Dirk va Sally!” T6i kéu lén. “Trdi oi!”

“Sanh vai tredc ban thg, sanh vai trong canh phuc,” Ben bat dau tung, bat
chwéce cai giong thuyét minh éo ot.

“Sanh vai giap mat ti than!” T6i hua theo, gio tay chao kiéu Dirk va Sally.

Ben va t6i dda xem moi tap Dirk va Sally dé dén nam nghin lan, phan vi
ddy la bang phim bd duy nhat & nha khach, va cling phai bat cai gi do ngoai
ban tin tiéng Hy Lap trong lic an sang chit. Pay la m4t bé phim trinh tham
truyén hinh tr thap ky 1970 vé mot cap vo chéng quen nhau & hoc vién canh
sat, va quyét dinh git kin chuyén da lay nhau trong khi lam déng nghiép
chong t0i pham. Khong ai biét diéu do, ngoai trr mot tén giét nguwdi hang
loat, ké lién tuc doa sé phoi bay bi mat ay. Pung la tién tai.

T6i bat chot nhd lai Iic ng6i bén Ben trén mot chiéc sofa c6 trong phong
an, hai cdp chan ram nang quan vao nhau, ca hai cung di giay lwoi, an banh
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mi nwéng, xem Dirk va Sally trong khi tat cd moi ngudi dang & ngoai hién.
“Cai tap Sally bi ga hang x6m bat céc,” t6i n6i. “Tap day méi hay.”
“Khong, hay nhit 1a tap anh cta Dirk dén song chung nha, ma anh ta méi

lam dau bép cho tui Mafia, con Dirk thi lién tuc héi anh hoc nau an & dau, réi

thi ma tdy giau trong banh nwéng nhan dao...”

“Oi troi dat, w nhi!”

Ca hai ching t6i déu ngung mét khac, dam chim trong héi trc. “Chwa c6 ai
anh gap ting xem Dirk va Sally,” Ben n6i. “Tham chi la nghe néi dén né.”

“Em cling thé,” t6i dong tinh, du thyc long ma néi thi t6i da quén béng
mat Dirk va Sally cho dén khi anh nhac lai.

“Cai viing nhd.” Pau anh da kip mai miét nhdy sang chuyén khac.

“Cai viing nho. Oi tri 0i.” T6i bat gip anh maét anh va tat ca ao at trd lai.
T6i lai nhw chét diéng vi noi them khat néng ruc tudi day thi. Cai viing ti hon
bi mat la lan dau tién ching t6i v&i nhau. R6i lan nita. Ngay nao cling vay.
Pay 1a md6t dai bai bién nho xiu, kin ddo men theo vinh. Phéi di thuyén mdi
dén dugc, nén chang ai khac mat cong ra d6. Ben van lai thuyén buém dwa t6i
tdi d6 chang noi gi ma chi thinh thodng ném sang t6i mot cai nhin nhiéu an y.
Con t0i ngo6i yén, chan gac 1én man thuyén, thd gap vi hdo hitc. T6i nhin anh
& bén kia ban. Ben ciing dang nghi vé chuyén t6i dang nghi, t6i biét ma. Anh
dang trd lai noi ay. Trong anh cling chuénh choang nhw t6i dang cam thay lic
nay. “Cai hoi em cham séc anh khoi ciim,” anh cham rai néi. “Anh khong bao
gio quén lan dé.”

Tran cam u? Toi khong nhé chuyén tirtng cham soc anh khoi cam. Nhung
ma tri nhd cta t6i thi von té r6i. Néu anh da noi vay, thi chac la t6i c6 lam
vay. Ma t6i khong muon ngat 1oi hay phan doi anh, vi khong muon lam hong
bau khong khi. Nén t0i chi diu dang gat dau. “Em 6m lay dau anh. Em hat ru
anh ngu. Anh so6t mé man, nhung van nghe thay giong em, dwa anh qua dém
hém d6.” Anh lai u6ng mot ngum vang. “Em la thién than hd ménh cta anh,
Lottie a. C6 thé anh da trat duwong ray vi vang em trong doi.” Thién than ho
ménh cta anh. That lang man lam sao. T6i ciing kha t6 mo mu6n biét anh trat
duwong ray thé nao - nhung néu héi thé toi sé pha héng khoanh khac tuyét dep
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nay mat. Ma ai quan tam ch? Ai chang c6 hoi trat duong ray. Roi sau do ho
treo lai vé duwong ray. Khong can biét & quang gitta ra sao.

Gio thi anh dang nhin ban tay trai t6i. “Vay sao dén gig em van chwa vao
long ha?” “Khong gap dwgc ngwoi ly twdng,” toi than nhién ndi. “Long lay
nhw em? Cit twdng phai dudi di khong hét dy chi.”

“Chac la em c6 dudi di that.” T6i cudi 16n, nhung lan dau tién to6i hom ay
toi thay hoi mat thang bang. Va bat thinh linh khong dirng dugc - t6i vut nhé
lai 1an dau gap Richad. Pay la truéc nha hat opera, that ky qudi, vi binh
thwong t6i dau cé dén nha hat opera, va Richard ciling vay. Ca hai ching t6i
déu chi chiéu ban ma di. Hom &y dién Tosca dé quyén tir thién va anh mac
vest den, trong that cao rao va duong hoang, va ngay giay lat thay anh do tay
mot cO toc vang t6i da thiy ghen ti. T6i con chwa quen anh ma da nghi, ¢o a
may gém. Anh dang cwdi va chia ra ly sam banh, ro6i quay sang to6i n6i, “Xin
16i, chiing ta chwa dugce gidi thiéu véi nhau.” Toi da suyt chim nghim trong
doi mat den dep nhw mo cua anh.

Va chi cé thé. Ct nhv phép mau. Héa ra anh khéng di cung ¢6 t6c vang
kia, va sau gio nghi gidi lao anh chuyén qua ng6i canh t6i. H6i ky niém mot
nam chiing t6i cé quay lai nha hat, va téi da nghi chiing t6i sé lam thé cho dén
hét doi. Gio thi hét r6i. Chang bao gid t6i con ké lai dwgce cau chuyén do
trong tiéc cudi khién moi ngudi phai thét 1énO a nira...

“Qi troi.” Ben dang nhin xo4y vao toi. “Anh xin 16i. Anh vira néi gi khong
phai r6i. Chuyén gi thé?” “Khong c6 gi!” T6i vii cwoi va chép mat. “Chi la...
moi thi¢ théi. Anh biét day. Boi &y ma.”

“Pung thé. Dung thé.” Anh gat 14y gat dé ct nhu to6i vira gidi dugc cau do
héc bua nao d6 da hanh ha anh lau nay. “Lotts, em c6 cam giac bi doi bop
nghet giong nhu anh khéng?” “C6.” T6i néc mot ngum that to. “Cé chir. Rat
nhiéu ntta la khac.”

“Ho6i anh muwoi tam, hoi ching ta & do, anh biét du dinh cia minh.” Ben
dang au sau nhin lo dang. “Cai nhin cta anh rat rd rang. Nhung roi ta bat dau
cudc doi, va khéng hiéu sao moi thit déu bi... x6i mon di. Méo m6 di. Moi
tht nhw muén vay lay ta, em hiéu y anh khéng? Khong cé duwong thoat.
Khong cach nao bdo, ‘Dirng lai mot phit xem nao. D€ t6i nghi xem tdi mudn
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gi da.” “Chinh xac.” T6i gat lia lia. “H6i ay la dinh cao nhat cudc doi anh. Hy
Lap dy. Em nita. Tat tan tat.” Anh duong nhu da chim han vao ky t¢c. “Chi
hai ching ta, & bén nhau. Moi thi¢ that don gian. Khong cé gi khon kiép. Co
phéi em ciing thé khong? Pay 1a thoi ky dep nhat doi em?” Oc t6i mo ho tua
nhanh mwoi lam nam vira qua. Pugce r6i, ding la c6 vai diém sang day do,
nhung vé tong thé toi phdi dong y. Ching t6i mwdi tam tudi. Quyén ri. Co
thé noc regu cad dém khong sg nhitng con say. Con ltic nao doi dep nhu thé
nita? T6i cham rai gat dau. “Khoang thoi gian dep nhat trong doi.”

“Tai sao ching minh khéng tiép tuc vdi nhau, Lottie? Tai sao ching minh
khong gitt lién lac?” “Edinburgh-Bath.” Toi nhun vai. “Bath-Edinburgh.
Khodang cach xa x6i ngan tr@.” “Anh biét. Nhung ly do nhu thé thi khi qua.”
Anh no6i cau. “Chiung minh la hai dita ngéc.” Chuing t6i da néi chuyén “dia ly
khong cho phép” vo6 s6 lan hoi & dao roi. Anh sap vao Dai hoc Edinburgh.
Toi thi di Bath. Chang chéng thi chay cling ty két thiic. Khéng c6 gi phai kéo
dai qua mua he. Ma du sao nhitng ngay sau vu chay ciling khong con nhv cti.
Moi th bat dau tan ra. Chung t6i bi giti sang cac nha khach khac nhau quanh
ddo. Phu huynh am am lao dén. Mt s6 dén ngay chuyén tau sau, mang theo
tién nong do quan va ho chiéu lam lai. T6i con nhé nhin thay Pinky ngoi ngac
ngo trong quan an v4i mot cap bd me trong rat banh. Cam giac chung la bita
tiéc da tan. “Khong phai mot 1an ching minh c6 hen gap & London a?” T6i
vut nhé lai chuyén do6. “Nhung r6i anh phai di Normandy vdi ca nha.”

“Dung r6i.” Anh thd hat. “Lé ra anh phéi kiém cé rut. Anh phdi doi
chuyén t6i Bath hoc.” Mat anh bat chgt nhin cham chu vao t6i. “Anh chwa hé
gap ai giong nhu em, Lottie a. Thinh thodng anh ¢t nghi minh that ngu ngoc
khi dé em ra di. Mot tén ngoc tham hai.”

Ruot gan toi choi mot ci nhao 16n khién t6i suyt sdac vang. Tan dau do sau
bén trong, t6i da tham hy vong anh sé noi cau gi dai loai nhu thé. Nhung
khong phai nhanh thé nay. D6i mat den dang chia vao t6i chd dgi. “Em cling
vay,” cudi cung toi dap, va an mdt nia thon bon.

“Pirng c6 ké em titng c6 mo6i quan hé nao dep hon ching ta. Vi anh han
nhién khéng c6.” Ben nén nam ddm xuéng ban. “C6 thé hoi dé ching ta xép
nham th& ty hét roi. Lé ra chung ta phai bdo, Truong dai hoc cdi khi méc,
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chting ta sé & bén nhau. Ai biét roi ta sé khdc thé nao? Chting ta & bén nhau
rdt tuyét, Lottie a. Co thé chiing ta dd bé phi muoi I[dm ndm troi vi khéng &
bén nhau. Em cé bao gio nghi thé khong?” Anh dang tién t&i vdi tbc do lam
toi nghet thd. T6i khong ro can ddp lai ra sao, nén chi nhét thém cd vao mém.
“ CO6 thé gio chung ta da ldy nhau roi. Co thé chiing ta dd co6 con. Boi anh co
thé dd co y nghia.” Gio thi anh dang gan nhw néi chuyén mét minh, bting noé
VOi thtt cdm xuc kim nén nao ddy t6i khéng doc ra.

“Anh mu6n c6 con khong?” Toi khong kip ngan minh lai.

That khong tin noi t6i vira héi anh chuyén muén c6 con khong ngay trong
bu6i hen dau tién. Bang ra toi da bi gat di. Co diéu... day khong phdi budi hen
dau tién. Néu la hen thi day phai la bu6i thi nghin ti. Ma anh lai nhac dén
tredc. Ma, du sao thi, day cling khong phai 1a mdt cudc hen. Thé day.

“C6, anh muén c6 con.” Anh mit anh lai ddm dam nhin t6i. “Anh di san
sang cho mot gia dinh nhéd, day xe ndi, di cong vién, tat tan tat.”

“Em ciing thé.” T6i cam thady nwdc mat dang ta ra. “Em ciing san sang c6
gia dinh r6i.”

Oi troi oi. Richard lai nhay vao dau téi nita roi. Toi khong muén thé,
nhung anh ta van nhdy. T6i dang nhé lai gidc mo cung Richard lam mot ng6i
nha trén cay cho cap nhoc sinh doi Arthur va Edie. T6i gian di* mg tdi tim
khan an. Khéc khong nam trong ké hoach. Nhé vé Richard khong nam trong
ké hoach.

May thay, Ben hinh nhw khéng nhan ra. Anh rét vang day coc t6i, roi coc
anh. Chung t6i da uéng gan can chai r6i, t6i hoi giat minh nhan ra diéu do.
Lam thé nao day?

“Con nhg thoa thuan khong?” Gigng anh lam t6i giat minh. Khong thé
nao. Mau da don lén khap nguwdi toi. Phoi toi nhw mudn siét chat lai khién toi
khong thé tha. Toi khdng nghi anh con nhé thoa thuan doé. Toi dau co dinh 16i
né ra. Pay chi la mot 10i hita ngdy ngbé ngd ngan, mot 10i hita cho vui cta
chung t6i théi. Chi vay théi. That ky cuc.

“Chung ta c6 nén thyc hién khong?” Anh dang thang than nhin t6i. T6i
nghi c6 thé anh ciing dang gia vo nghiém tic. Hodc la nghiém tic that.
Khong. Khong thé nao anh lai nghiém tic duoc...
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“Hoi mudn roi,” cudi cung t6i cling bat ra dwgc, hong cirng lai. “Chung ta
da bao néu chwa 1ay ai lic ba muoi tudi. Em thi dd ba mwoi ba r6i.” “Mudn
con hon khong.” T6i lai giat ban. Chan anh da tim thdy chan t6i noi gam ban,
dang day tuot gidy t6i. “Can hd ctia anh cling gan thoi,” anh thi tham. Bay gio
thi tay anh da nam tay toi. Da thit t6i bat dau ram ran. C& nhu la tri nhé cia
co thé. Tri nhd cta xac thit. T6i biét chuyén nay dang dan dén dau.

Nhung... nhung... day c6 phai la cai dich t6i muén dén khong? Chuyén gi
dang xdy ra thé nay? Nghi di, Lottie.

“Ong ba c6 mudn goi trang miéng khong?” Giong nguwdi boi ban khién toi
choang tinh. Pau vut ngang 1én, va t6i tom lay co hoi nay dé rut tay khoi tay
Ben.

“0... cdm on anh.”

Toi liéc qua thyc don, mau don 1én md, dau ddo dién nghi ngoi. T6i nén
lam gi bay gio? Lam gi? Lam gi?

MGt tiéng no6i nho xiu bén trong bao t6i kim lai. T6i dang choi hong roi.
T6i dang pham sai lam. T6i c6 cam gidc ngo ngo toi té, rang moi chuyén lai
dang chay theo cung vét xe do.

Moi méi quan hé 1au dai cta t6i déu bat dau nhu thé nay. Nam tay nhau
trén ban an. Mach mau dap don khap co thé. D6 16t dep, cai gi can tay da tay,
va sex, nong bong, sang tao, tuyét diéu. (Hodc sex rd dd, lan véi thang cha
bac si. Qe. Cit nghi dan y khoa phdi ranh ré co thé ngudi hon chit. Va téi da
som da bay anh ta.)

Piém mau chot 1a: mé dau thi khéng bao gio cé van dé. Van dé la sau do.

T6i bong thay tin twdng ky la mot diéu toi chwa bao gio nghi ra. T6i can
thay doi moi thi toi dang lam. Thay d6i thoi quen. Nhwng lam thé nao? Thay
doi gi?

Ben da lai nam tay t6i va dang hon mat trong c6 tay to6i, nhung t6i 1o di.
T6i can tap trung suy nghi.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Anh nhin lén, miéng con ap trén da t6i. “Em cdng thang
qua. Lottie, dirng cwong lai. Biéu nay da dugc sap dat r6i. Em va anh. Em
biét ma.”
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Mat anh lai dang mang vé 16 do, quyén rii kiéu ngudi say téi nhé ro. Chua
chi t6i da thady ngwdi minh néng ran 1én. T6i c6 thé quy hang, hwdng mot dém
chay béng tuyét tran dé c6 vii tinh than. Suy cho cung t6i cling dang dugc
hwéng mot dém nhuw thé.

Nhung néu khéng phai chi 1a mot dém dang nhd thi sao? T6i nén léo lai
thé nao? To6i nén lam gi? Gia dau t6i khong quay mong mong thi d& biét may.
“Ben, anh phdi hiéu cho em.” T6i it tay ra. “Gio khong phai nhw khi ta muoi
tdm nita r6i, anh hiéu khong? Em khong can chi ngi mot dém. Em can...
nhitng tht khac. Em muén hén nhan. Em muén lau dai. Em mudn 1én ké
hoach ca mot doi bén nhau véi ai dé. Con cai va moi thit.”

“Anh cling thé!” anh néng ndy néi. “Em khong nghe a? Lé ra phdi la em
suot tir hoi dy dén gio.” Mat anh dang thiéu dot mat toi. “Lottie. Anh chwa
bao gid hét yéu em ca.” Oi trdi oi, anh yéu t6i. T6i lai thdy mé&t minh ang ang
nuwdc. Va toi nhin anh, nhan ra chinh minh cling chwa bao gio hét yéu anh. Cé
thé chi la t6i khong nhan ra, vi dé la thi tinh yéu bén bi, tham lang. Nhw
nhitng tiéng ri ram rat khé. Va bay gio né lai dang cao trong niém say mé
bung no6. “Em ciling vay,” t6i noéi, giong chgt run 1én vi mai tin twdng vira tim
dén. “Em yéu anh muoi ldm ndm nay r6i.”

“Muoi lam nam nay.” Anh dang bam chat tay toi. “Ching minh that dién
r6 mdi dé mat nhau.”

That 1ang man dén khoc vang 1én duge. Chuyén thé nay mdéi dang dem ké
¢ tiéc cwdi chi. Tha ho cho ngudi ta 6 a. D€ lac mat nhau mwdi lam nam,
cudi cung chung toi cling tim thdy nhau. “Chiing minh phai bu lai thoi gian
da mat.” Anh co co nhitng ngén tay t6i 1én moi anh. “Lottie yéu quy. Tinh
yéu cua anh.” LOi noi ctia anh nhv xoa diu, nhuw an ti. Mo6i anh trén da toi
ngot ngao dén dé mé. Trong mot khac mat t6i nham lai. Nhung, khéng dugc.
Chuong bao dong lai dang giéong. Toi khong thé dé chuyén nay lai hoa thanh
sai lJam nhw nhitng chuyén tinh kia.

“Durng lai di!” T6i giat tay ra. “Dirng! Ben, em biét chuyén nay roi sé dan
di dau, va em khong chiu n6i dau. Khong mot lan nao nita.” “Em dang noi gi
vay?” Anh trgn mat nhin t6i khong hiéu. “Anh mgi chi hén ngén tay em.”
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Giong anh da hoi lé nhé. Hon ngoén tay em. Nhung chac giong toi cling
thé.

To6i doi anh boi phai hét vun banh mi khoi ban, roi lai tiép tuc, giong ha
thap va run rdy. “Em da di qua hét r6i. Em biét tiép theo sé ra sao. Anh hon
ngon tay em. Em hon ngon tay anh. Ching ta ngu v&i nhau. Mot dém tuyeét
diéu. Chung ta ngu tiép vGi nhau. Ching ta mé man nhau. Ching ta lam mot
chuyén da ngoai nhé dén doi Cotswolds. C6 thé chiing ta sé mua chung ghé
sofa, hay ti sach IKEA. Va ro6i hai nam nhoang nhoang tr6i qua va 1é ra da
dén lac cwdi... nhung khong hiéu sao ta lai khong cuwgi. Ching ta da ngudi
lanh. Ching ta cdi nhau r6i ching ta chia tay. Va lic dé6 mdi that khung
khiép.” Co t6i mudn nghen lai vi thwong hai s6 phan bi dat dang cho doi
ching t6i. Khong thé tranh, va that dang buon.

Ben trong rat hoang mang tridc vién canh toi vira mo ta.

“OK,” cudi cung anh noi, va dé chirng nhin t6i. “Con... néu chung ta
khong ngudi lanh thi sao?” “Chiing ta sé ngudi lanh! Day da la cong thitc roi!
Lan nao ciling thé!”
v6i ca dong nguoi roi. Em biét ma.” “Ngay cd néu ching ta khong mua
chung tu sach IKEA?”

To6i biét anh dang c6 dua, nhung t6i dang nghiém tdac. T6i da danh muai
lam nam cudc doi dé hen ho, to6i chgt nhan ra. Hen ho khong phai gidi phap
cho bat ky cai gi. Hen ho chi mang lai cho t6i Richard. Hen ho chinh la van
de.

“Chuyén em ngudi lanh véi may thang cha dé ciing dé hiéu.” Ben thi¥ lai
lan nita. “Pay khong phéi nguwdi danh cho em. Con anh thi c6!”

T6i cham cham nhin anh, mat a 1é. “Em da ngudi lanh

“Lam sao anh biét anh la ngudi danh cho em?”

“Vi... vi... Chtia 0i! Can thé nao nita day?” Anh dwa tay vo toc, trong nhu
hét chiu n6i. “OK! Em thang. Ching ta sé lam theo kiéu c6 dién vay. Lottie,
em c6 dong y ldy anh khong?”

“Anh im di.” T6i gam gur. “Ping c6 choc qué em.” “Anh no6i that ddy. Em
c6 dong y l1dy anh khéng?” “Budn cuwdi nhi.” Téi ndc mot ngum. “Anh noi
that ddy. Em c6 dong y ldy anh khong?” “Théi di.” “Em cé dong y lay anh
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khong?” Gio thi anh 16n giong hon. Mot doi nam nit ng6i ban bén nhin qua
mim cwoi. “Suyt!” t6i cau kinh néi. “Chuyén nay khong buon cuwoi dau.”

Va trudce sy kinh ngac caa toi, anh day nguoi khoi ghé, quy xudng, chap
hai tay lai. T6i c6 thé thay cac thyc khach khac dang ngoénh lai nhin.

Tim t6i dang dap thinh thinh. Khong thé nao. Khéng thé nao. “ Charlotte
Graveney,” anh mao ddu, nguoi hoi ldc Iw. “ Anh dd danh muoi Idm ndm
theo dubi nhitng bdn sao nhot nhat ctia em, va bdy gio anh da tré lai ddy bén
ban chinh Ié ra khong bao gio duoc dé mat. Doi anh chi toan bong téi khi
khong c6 em, va gio anh muo6n bat dén cho sang. Em c¢6 ra long ma chiu lay
anh khong? Lam on?”

MGt cam giac ky quéi dang bo khap ngwoi t6i. Hinh nhw ca ngudi téi da
bién thanh len r6i. Anh dang cau hén t6i. Anh ding la dang cau hoén t6i.
Chuyén nay la thye. “Anh say r6i,” toi lang tranh.

“Khong say dén thé dau. Em c6 dong y ldy anh khéng?” anh lap lai.
“Nhung em chang biét gi vé anh nita ca!” t6i gan nhw bat cudi. “Em con
khong biét anh lam gi, khong biét anh séng & dau, khong biét anh muon gi
trong doi...” “Cung cap giay. Shoreditch. Puwgc hanh phic nhuw da tirng hanh
phiic ngay con bén em. Bugc sang sang danh thirc em bang cach thoc cho em
nod tung ca 6c. Pugc sinh ra nhitng em bé c6 cap mat ctia em. Lottie, anh biét
da rat nhiéu nam tr6i qua roi, nhuwng van la anh théi. Van la Ben.” Mat anh
nheo lai, van y nhu héi xwa. “Em c6 dong y lay anh khong?” T6i nhin anh
cham cham, thé khé nhoc, dau réo ong ong. Nhung t6i khong biét chac day la
tiéng chudng dn mirng hay tiéng coi bao dong. Y tbi 13, t6i c6 nghi dén kha
nang anh van con quan tam tdi t6i. Nhwng chuyén nay thi viegt xa moi tuwéng
twgng. Anh van con si mé t6i, sau chitng &y nam! Anh muén cuw6i! Anh mudn
c6 con! C6 tiéng gi d6 dang ngadn nga dau do trong dau t6i. T6i nghi cé thé la
tiéng vi cam. C6 1& day mdi 1a ngudi dan 6ng cta doi t6i. CO LE DAY MOI
LA NGUOI PAN ONG CUA POI TOI! Richard khong phai ngudi dan ong
danh cho t6i ma la Ben! T6i h6p mot ngum nuéc, cd phan tach nhitng y nghi
roi nhw canh he. Hay tinh tdo nao. Hay can nhac ky lwdng nao. Chiing t6i da
cdi nhau bao gid chwa? Chwa. O bén anh c6 vui khéng? Cé. Tdi c6 thich anh
khong? Qua di cht. Con gi can biét & mot nguwoi chong tiém nang nita
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khong? “Anh c6 x6 khuyén nim va khong day?” toi bat chgt hoéi day canh
giac.

Khuyén vu thyce tinh khong phai mén cta t6i. “Khong hé.” Anh giat tung
do so mi trong mdt dong tac rat kich, khién cic bay tir tung, va lam t6i khong
thé khong tr6 mat nhin. Cha cha. Nau ram. San chac. Van ngon lanh nhu tr
tredc dén gio. “Em chi can néi ding mot chir ‘cé’ thoi.” Ben dang rong hai
tay nhan manh kiéu ngudi say. “Em chi can néi ding mot chit ‘céd’ thoi,
Lottie. Chung minh da danh ca doi phtrc tap hoa moi chuyén chi vi nghi ngoi
qua nhiéu. Bing nghi qua nhiéu ma lam héng ca chuyén nay. Mdc xac, chiing
minh 18 mat qué 1au r6i. Chiing minh yéu nhau. Gat di th6i.” Anh néi dung.
Ching t6i yéu nhau. Va anh mu6n sinh ra nhitng em bé cé cap mat cua toi.
Chua ai titng n6i véi toi diéu gi dep dén thé. Ké ca Richard.

Pau téi quay nhu dién. Toi dang c6 nghi ly tri, nhung lai dang mat thang
bang dén noi r6i. Chuyén nay la that w? Hay chi la anh du t6i 1én givong?
Pay la giay phut lang man nhat doi toi, hay t6i 1a con ngéc? “Em... em ciing
nghi thé,” cudi cung t6i néi. “Em nghi thé?” “Nhung... chd em mot chut da.”
Toi chdp 1dy cdi tui r6i di vé phong vé sinh nit; téi phai suy nghi. Mot cach
ranh mach. Hodc it nhat la ranh mach hét mtc c6 thé, trong khi can phong
dang quay mong mong va mat t6i trong guwong thi cé téi ba con mat. Co thé
chuyén sé thanh. Téi tin chac chuyén c6 thé sé thanh. Nhung lam thé nao dé
toi khién né thanh? Lam sao dé toi tranh roi vao bai cli nhw cac moi quan hé
ngod cut tat ngém truedc kia? Trong lic chai téc, tdi bat dau diém mat tirng
bu6i hen dau véi titng chang bo cii. Nhitng mé dau cii. To6i da dieng trong bao
nhiéu phong vé sinh ni* qua bao nhiéu nam, t6 lai son m6i, dau tham nghiCé
phdi dé la Nira Kia cua minh khong? Lan nao téi ciing lac quan nhu nhau,
chao ddo nhv nhau. V@y sai lam & ché nao? Téi cé thé lam gi khdc? Téi co
thé dirng lam gi trong nhitng viéc t6i van lam?

Bong dung t6i nhd lai cudn sach minh da xem sang nay. Nguyén ly Dao
nguwgc. Lat ngwoc mii tén. Pdo chiéu. Nghe hay ddy. Phai. Nhung ddo chiéu
nhw thé nao? Va gid cau noi cta cai ba gia dién trong phong vé sinh nit hom
qua dang réo vang trong dau toi. Ba ta da néi gi nhi? Pan 6ng ciing nhu h6
bdo trong rirng. Ci¢ th@y con méi la xoi luén roi ngu guc. Ciing co thé ba ta
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khéng dién lam dau. Co thé ba ta cé y dung. Toi dirng phdt cay lugc. Cdm
hitng bat ngo tim dén mdch nuéc cho toéi. Cau tra loi day roi. Gidi phdp dot
pha. Toi, Lottie Graveney day, sé dao ngugc mo hinh. Toi sé lam ngugc lai
nhitng gi dd lam vdi nguoi cul.

T6i nhin mat minh trong gwong. Trong toi hoi khung, nhung vay thi c6 gi
la? Néu ldc ndy t6i da hén hé thi bay gio toi dang ¢ chin tang may. T6i cam
thdy nhw mot nha khoa hoc vira phat hién ra mot hat ha nguyén t sé thay doi
moi thi¢. T6i nghi ra r6i. To6i biét la t6i nghi ra roi. Toi nghi ra r6i!

Toi sai bwdc vao lai nha hang, hoi chuénh choang trén doi giay cao got,
trd lai ban. “Khong sex,” toi qua quyét néi. “Ha?” “Chirng nao ching ta chwa
lay nhau. Khong sex.” T6i ngoi xuéng. “Anh dong y, khong thi thoi.”

“Hu?” Ben trong nghét ra, nhung toi chi nd nu cuwdi an hoa. Toi thong
minh qua di mat. Néu dung la anh yéu t6i, anh sé dgi. Va sé khong c6 nguy
co bat ky phia nao ngudi lanh di. Khéng chit nao. Va tuyét nhat la, ching toi
sé c6 tuan trang mat cywc dinh nhé doi. Ching t6i sé dugc giao cam va hoa
nhap lam mot va thang thién vi sung swéng. Hét nhw nhitng cdp doi di hwong
tuan trang mat khac.

Ao anh van con phanh nguc. Téi twdng twong anh tran trudng, trén mot
chiéc givong khach san dep my man nao do, xung quanh rai day canh hong.
Chi nghi dén ma t6i da run 1én.

“Em dua ddy a.” Gid thi mat anh xi ra. “Tai sao chit?”

“Vi em mu6n lan nay phédi khiac. Em muén pha v& khuon khé. Em yéu
anh, phai khong? Anh yéu em? Ching minh muén séng ca doi v4i nhau?”

“Muoi [am nam troi anh da yéu em.” Anh lac dau. “Mudi lam nam ching
minh da vt di, Lottie...”

T6i thdy ngay anh lai sdp bat dau mat bai dién van khac cia mot ké dang
say sua.

“Thé.” T6i ngat 10i. “Chtiing minh dgi thém mot chit. R6i chiing minh sé
hwéng dém tan hon. Mot dém tan hon tuyét dinh. Nghi xem. T&i Iic d6 chac
cd hai dd mau dién 1én r6i. Mau dién 1én r6i.” Toi duva ban chan tran dudi
ban,cham cham di Ién mat trong bap chan anh. Mat anh da do ra. Ca nay
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khong bao gio trigt. Trong mot phut, ca hai déu khong noi gi. Hay tam goi la
ching t6i dang tro chuyén theo mot cach khac. “Thyc tinh thi...” cubi cung
anh ndi, giong khan dac, “thé cling vui.” “Vui kinh 1én dy chi¢.” Lam ra vé
tinh c@, t6i m@ thém hai ctc o va ghé lai gan, cho anh man nhan véi cai bra
nang ngyc. Chan kia da di chuyén 1én dén hang anh. Ben thi da cam khau.
“Nh¢ t6i sinh nhat anh khong?” t6i thi thao. “Trén bd bién? Chiing ta c6 thé
dién lai vu d6.”

Néu co dién lai vu do, t6i sé deo bang bao vé dau goi. Chan toi tray vay
mat cd tuan. Nhw doc duge y nghi cia t6i, Ben nham mat rén khé. “Em muon
giét anh a.”

“Sé tuyét 1am.” T6i bat gidc nhd lai hinh anh ching t6i, hai dita thi€u nién,
nam quan lay nhau trong phong t6i & nha khach, chi c6 anh chap chon caa
nhitng ngon nén thom t6i thap xung quanh.

“Em c6 biét em quyén rii dén thé nao khong? Em c6 biét anh théem dwoc
chui xu6ng gam ban ngay bay gio khong?” Anh chop ldy tay t6i r6i gam dau
ngon cai. Nhung lan nay t6i khong rit ra nita. Ca nguwdi toi hinh nhu da noi
vao cam gidc cua doi moi va rang anh trén da minh. T6i mudn cam thay n6
khap noi. Téi nhd cdm gidc nay. T6i nhd anh. Lam sao t6i c6 thé quén dugc?

“Dém tan hon, ha?” cudi cung anh ciing néi. May ngén chan t6i van dang
lam viéc cua minh, dé r6i cam thdy mot bang chitng kha chac chan rang anh
dang thich thu tan hwéng. Vay la moi thit van hoat dong tot.

“Pém tan hon.” Toi gat dau. “Em c6 hiéu la anh sé chét vi that vong trong
lic cho dgi khong?” “Em cling vay. Va roi em sé bung no.” Anh dwa ngon cai
t0i vao tan sau trong miéng, va am tham thé doc khi cam giac ay chay khap
co thé minh. Ching t6i phai sém roi khéi day thoéi khong thi nguwdi boi sé
du6i khéo hai ching to6i di vé phong riéng mat. Va ct dgi dén lic Richard
biét chuyén xem...

Khong. Ping nhac chuyén dé. Cai nay khong lién quan gi dén Richard
hét. Pay la dinh ménh. Pay la mot phan ctia biéc tranh 16n hon. Mot cau
chuyén lang man va@i vai chinh la Ben va t0i, con Richard chi 1a mot vai w6t
qua gitta duong.
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To6i biét minh say r6i. Toi biét thé nay voi va qua. Nhung cam gidc méi
tuyét lam sao. Va néu trong day tim t6i van con vét thirong bong rat thi day
giong nhr mot mon kem xoa diu than ky. Toi dwoc sap dat phai chia tay
Richard. T6i duwgc sap dat phai kho s&. Bén bu cho nhitng dau khé ctia t6i sé
la mot chi€c nhan cw6i va mot dém lam tinh néng béng nhé doi.

T6i cam thdy gidi thwdng minh béc tring khong phai mot nghin nita, ma la
mot triéu bang.

Mat Ben da mod di. To6i thi dang thd moi lic m6t 6n ao hon. To6i khong
chac minh con c6 thé chiu dugc nita hay khong. “Khi nao thi ching minh
cwdi nhau?” t6i thi tham. “Nhanh th6i.” Giong anh nhw da tuyét vong. “Rat
nhanh, rat nhanh thé6i.”
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Chuong 5
%

T6i mong Lottie van 6n, mong lam. T6i di vang hai tudn vé ma van tuyét
nhién khong thdy né néi 10i nao. N6 khong tréd 16i tin nhan than thién nao cta
t0i, con lan cudi chung to6i goi dién cho nhau thi da la Iic né dang tinh dén
chuyén bay t6i San Francisco dé lam Richard bat ngd. So v6i cac Lia Chon
Khong May thi d6 phai la loai siéu kho chiu. On troi toi da gat di dugc y
twong dy cda no.

Nhung tir d6 dén gio bat vé am tin. To6i hét goi hop thw thoai lai nhan tin,
nhung chang thay no dap. T6i c¢6 gang lam mdi gap duwgc co thuc tap sinh, c6
nho cam doan né van di lam hang ngay - tic 1a it nhat t6i cling biét né con
song va van khoe. Nhuwng cat lién lac von khong phai théi quen cua Lottie. Vi
thé t6i lo. Toi nay toi sé ghé qua tham no, dé biét chac chan rang con bé van
on.

To6i 1ay dién thoai, nhan thém mot tin nita: Chao, moi thit thé nao??? Roi
cdt dién thogi nhin quanh sdn truong. Trén sGn day nhéc nhitng phu huynh,
hoc sinh, vii em, ché va tré nhé di xe hdy. Hom nay la ngay khai gidng, vi thé
xung quanh la nhitng khuén mdt radm ndng, giay guéc sdng béng va téc maoi
stra. Ddy la mdi tinh riéng cdc me thoi.

“Fliss!” Mot tiéng chao cat l1én khi ching t6i ra khoi xe. La Anna, mot
trong s6 cac me. Chi ta dang mot tay cam hdp nhya dung do an tay kia dat
chd, dau soi day la con Labrador dang nai nguwdi muon chay. “Chi thé nao?
Chao Noah! Van dang tinh hen lai vu ca phé...”

“San sang thoi.” Toi gat dau.

Anna va t6i lan nao gap nhau ciing néi chuyén hen ca phé - tinh dén gio da
hai nam r6i - ma van chwva thyc hién dwge. Nhung chuyén dé néi chung
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khong quan trong. N6i chung do6 khong phai muc dich chinh.

“Cai bai tap vé du lich chét giam ay,” Anna dang ndi trong lic di bén t6i
vé phia cong trwong. “Toi qua toi thitc dén nam gid sang lam cho xong.
Nhung du lich thi chac chi thich!” Chi ta cat tiéng cuwdi vui vé.

“Bai tap du lich gi co?”

“Chi biét ma, bai tdp my thuat do6?” Chi ta chi xuéng cai hop nhua.
“Chung t6i da lam mot chiéc may bay. D& hoi kinh. Chung t6i 1ay gidy bac
déan kin 1én do choi cia thang bé. Tat nhién khong phai do tw lam, nhung to6i
bado Charlie, ‘Con yéu, ba Hocking sé cha biét bén trong la d6 choi dau.””
“Bai tap du lich gi co?” to6i hoi lai. “Chi biét ma. Lam mot phuwong tién du
lich nao day. Ho sé trung bay trong budi hop dau nam... Charlie, nhanh 1én!
Chuong reo r6i!”

Bai tap du lich quai quy gi chi?

Trong ldc lai gan ba Hocking, t6i thady m6t me khac, Jane Langridge, dang
ditng tredc mat ba gido, tay cam mo6 hinh du thuyén. Con tau lam bang go
balsa va gidy. N6 c6 ba 6ng khoi véi nhitng hang ctta man nhé cat vira khéo,
va nhitng hinh ngudi bé ti xiu nan bang dat sét nam trén, swdi nang quanh cai
h6 boi son mau xanh da trdi. Toi tron xoe mat nhin, hd hoc miéng vi kham
phuc.

“Mong ba dirng khat khe qua, ba Hocking,” Jane dang ndi. “Son van con
w6t may cho. Chang t6i cung lam vui ra tro, phai khong Joshua?”

“Chao chi Phipps,” ba Hocking vui vé goi 16n. “Nghi he vui chit?”

Chi Phipps. Nghe ghé ca rang moi lan t6i bi goi thé nay. T6i van chua
gianh duuc quyén dugce goi la “Chi Graveney” & chon treong 16p. Thuc té toi
khong biét phai lam gi. T6i khong muon lam Noah cadm thay bat 6n. Toi
khong muon lam quéa chuyén tiv chéi dung ho ctia anh ta. T6i ciling thich c6
chung ho vdi thang bé. Nghe gan giii va hgp 1y hon.

Lé ra toi nén chon mdt cai ho mdéi hoi sinh né. Riéng cho hai me con thoi.

Khoi sg ly di.

“Me 0i, me c6é mang khinh khi cau khong?” Noah dang lo lang nhin 1én
toi. “Minh cé mang khinh khi cau khong?”
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T6i ngo ngac nhin n6. Toéi khong hiéu né dang néi chuyén gi nita.

“Noah di noi sé 1am mot qua khinh khi cau. Y twéng tuyét voi.” Ba
Hocking ap dén bén bon t6i, cudi twoi réi. Ba da ngoai sau mwoi, va sudt doi
chi mdc quan 6ng con. Ba ldc nao cling diém tinh va thuw tha, khién t6i khong
thé khong cam thdy minh 1a mét dita than kinh lap bap khi ditng bén ba. Gio
thi mat ba dang nhin xudng déi tay trong tron cua toi. “Chi c6 mang di
khong?” Trong t6i c6 giong dang giat mot qua khinh khi cau trén nguoi hay
khong? “Khong mang theo ngudi,” t6i nghe thay minh dang néi. “Khéng han
la mang theo trén nguoi.”

“A.” Miéng ba thdi cudi. “Thé ndy, néu cé chit kha ning ndo chi mang
dugc dén cho ching t6i sang nay, chi Phipps a, thi ching t6i dang bay trién
lam cho cudc hop.”

“Tét nhién! Chac chan r6i!” T6i nd nu cwoi tv tin sang choéi. “Chi la toi
can - Mot chi tiét nho thoi - Toi noéi chuyén véi Noah mét chat.” Toi 16i thang
bé ra mot goc, roi cui xuong. “Khinh khi cau nao thé ha con?”

“Qua khinh khi cau cho bai tap vé du lich,” Noah n6i nhw mot diéu rat doi
hién nhién. “H6m nay bon con phai mang di.”

“U dung roi.” Toi chét mat vi ¢ phai twoi réi va hén hé. “Me khong biét
la c6 bai tap vé du lich day. Chang thay con nhac dén bao gia.”

“Con quén mat.” N6 gat dau. “Nhung me c6 nhé cai thu gwi dén khong?”
“Cai thw dau roi?”

“B6 dé & bat hoa qua.”

T6i cdm thdy mot ngon nui Itta dang phun trao trong ngudi. Toi biét ma.
Toi biét ma.

“A. Me hiéu roi.” T6i ndm chit ban tay, méng tay cdm sau vao long ban
tay. “Bo khong bao me la c6 bai tap day. Chan thé.”

“R0oi b6 véi con néi xem nén lam cai gi, bo bao, ‘Khinh khi cau thi sao?’”
Gio thi mat Noah bat dau long lanh. “B6 bao sé kiém mot qua béng bay dan
gidy boi 1én, lam cd gio dung nguwdi nita. Ca day nita. Roi son nita. Con nguoi
thi lam Ngudoi Doi.” B6i ma nhé cta thang bé hong trng 1én vi phan khich.
“Bo6 da lam chwa?” N6 nhin t6i chd doi. “Me c6 mang di khong?”
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“Dé me... xem da.” Nu cwoi trén mat toi nhw da dong cing lai. “Con ra
cho nha leo tréo choi ti di.” T6i buwdc di, bam phim tat goi Daniel. “Daniel
Phi...” “Fliss day.” T6i binh tinh ngat 16i. “Liéu c6 kha nang nao la anh dang
phi voi dén treong cam theo qua khinh khi cau dan gidy boi dung Nguwoi Doi
trong gio khong ha?” Im lang that lau.

“0,” cudi cung Daniel ciing néi: “Khi gié. Xin 15i.”

Giong anh ta khong c6 1dy mot chut hoi tiéc nao. T6i chi mudn giét anh ta.
“Khong! Pirng c6 ‘O. Khi gi6. Xin 16i’. Anh khong dwgc 1am thé, Daniel!

Nhuv thé khong cong bang vai t6i va...” “Fliss, binh tinh di. D6 chi la mot
bai tap v& van & treong thoi.” “N6 khong hé vé van! D6i véi Noah thi dé la
mot bai tdp quan trong! Cai d6... Anh...” T6i dit 101, théd gdp. Anh ta chang
doi nao hiéu duwgc. Chang viéc gi phai phi hoi ca. Toi chi con biét trong cay
vao chinh minh. “Pugc thoi, Daniel. Mac xac anh. D€ day t6i lo.”

T6i tat may trwdc khi anh ta kip trd 10i. Ca4 ngudi téi nong birng 1én vi
quyét tam. To6i sé khong dé Noah phai that vong. N6 sé c6 khinh khi cau. Toi
c6 thé lam dwoc cho n6. Co 1én. T6i bAm khéa mé xe, bat tung nap tdi. Toi c6
mot tii qua bang gidy bia hoi an trwa & cho sang trong nao doé. Cai do co thé
lam gio. Day giay tap gym cua t6i sé duwgc dung lam thirng. T6i chop lay giay
bit trong tdi xach va vay Noah lai gan.

“Me sé lam not cai khinh khi cau,” t6i hén hé noi. “Con vé Nguoi Doi dé
cho vao gié nhé.” Trong lic Noah vé, ti vao gh€ xe, t6i nhanh nhen thao day
giay ra. Day mau nau c6 dom. Lam thirng la chuan roi. T6i con c6 bang dinh
trong dé trong ngan do nho nita. Con cai béng bay thi...

Khi gi6. Dung cai gi bay gio? bau phai luc nao di dau toi cling nhét theo
may gobi bong bay dé phong ho triedng hop...

Mot y twong quai di khon ta chgt ap dén vai toi. Toi co thé... Khong.
Khong dugce. Khong thé...

Nam phtt sau, t6i quay lai chd ba Hocking, than nhién cam theo bai tap
ctia Noah. Cac ba me ditng quanh dé dan da im lang. Thyc t€ la ca san truong
dwong nhu lang phac.

“Pay la Nguoi Doi!” Noah kiéu hanh chi vao trong gio. “Chau vé day.”
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Tat ca tré con dang nhin vao Ngudi Doi. Tat ca cac ba me lai nhin vao qua
bong. PBdy la mot chiéc bao cao su Durex Fetherlite Ultra da thoi. Phai cong
nhan né thoi 1én dugc kich cd that dang né, con cai nim & dau thi dang nhay
nhot trong gié. T6i nghe tiéng khit mii tir phia Anna, nhung khi quac mat
nhin quanh, t6i chi thdy nhitng gwong mat ngdy tho vo toi.

“Qi troi, Noah,” ba Hocking yéu 6t néi. “Qua khinh khi cau thét... to qua!”

“G6Om qua,” Jane gat gong, om chat cai tau vao long nhu dé bao vé. “Day
1a trwong hoc, ¢6 dirng quén diéu dé. O day toan tré con.”

“Nhung doi véi tré con thi day la mot qua béng hoan toan v6 hai,” toi vac
lai. “Chong t6i chaoi x6 t6i.” T6i quay sang ba Hocking vdi vé hoi 16i. “Toi
khong con nhiéu thoi gian.”

“Y hay 14m, chi Phipps!” Ba Hocking c6 tran tinh. “Qua 1a cch lam rat
sang tao voi...”

“Nh& n6 no thi sao?” Jane cai.

“T6i van con may cai dy trir day,” t6i kiéu hanh phan phao, chia n6t bo
Durex trong tay, xoe ra nhu bo bai.

Mudn mat mét gidy, t6i chgt nhan ra canh nay trong tiv ngoai sé nhu thé
nao. Hai ma dé ruc, t6i 1én it diéu chinh lai tw thé tay dé che di chitCo6 gdn
thém phan thich thi. Lai con béi tron. Lai con kich thich. Mdy ngon tay toi
dang xoe nhv con sao bién, tim cdch kiém duyét mdy goi bao cao su.

“T6i nghi chac sé tim dugc qua béng khac cho Noah trong 16p hoc, chi
Phipps a,” cudi cung ba Hocking ciing néi. “To6i khuyén chi nén git lai may
cai d6 cho minh, dé...” Ba ngung lai, ro rang dang tim cach két thic cau.

“Tat nhién r6i.” T6i voi vang chan trede. “Pung day. Téi sé dung dé...
chinh thé. Lam cai viéc dé. A y t6i 1a khong.” T6i cudi ré 1én. “Thuc tinh
chac t6i sé khong dung cai nao dau. Hodc it nhat la... T6i c6 can than, tat
nhién roi...”

T6i ngap nging roi im han. To6i vira chia sé chi tiét vé phuwong cham s
dung bao cao su cua t6i v6i c6 gido cia con trai minh. Tai ai ma ra néng noi
dé chu.
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“Thé day!” Toi tuyét vong dé thém. “Pugc roi. Toi cat ching di bay gio
day.

D€ dung sau. Lam... cai viéc ma chdng n6 van lam.”

V0i va, toi nhét trda m& bao vao tui, danh roi mot vi Pleasuremax va hup
xuong nhat tredc khi bat ky mot con bé bdy tudi nao kip s& vao. Cac me xung
quanh dang tr6 mat nhin, miéng ha héc ci¢ nhw vira chitng kién mét vu dung
Xe.

“Hy vong budi hop su6n sé. Chiic con mot ngay that vui nhé, Noah.” T6i
trao cho n6 qud khinh khi cau va hon tam biét, r6i quay ngoat nguoi trén doi
giay cao got va sam sam bé di, miéng thd phi pho. Dgi dén lic di ra duong
r6i toi mdi goi Barnaby qua dién thoai gan trong xe.

“Barnaby.” T6i bung no. “Cau khong tin n6i Daniel vira lam gi dau. Noah
c6 bai tdp ¢ truong ma Daniel khong noi cau nao ve...”

“Fliss,” Barnaby nhan nai néi. “Binh tinh nao.”

“T6 phai 14y bao cao su thoi thanh qua béng to cho c6 gido ctia Noah!
Lam khinh khi cau!” O dau kia t6i nghe Barnaby bat cudi ha ha. “Khéng c6
gi dang cuwoi! Han ta thoi inh 1én dwgc! Han gid vo quan tam, nhwng han la ké
ich ky, han lam Noah that vong...” “Fliss.” Giong Barnaby chgt danh lai
khién t6i im bat. “Chuyén nay phai chdm da&t.” “Cai gi phai cham dit cg?”
T6i tron mat nhin vao cdi loa. “Vu gao thét hang ngay. Té sé noi vdi cau diéu
nay, nhan danh ban cii. Néu cdu ct¥ tiép tuc lai nhai mai thé nay, cau sé lam
moi nguwdi xung quanh phat dién, cad chinh cdu ciing thé. Ddi nhiéu chuyén
thoi lam, OK?” “Nhung ma...” “Lam chuyén thdi tha.” Cau ta dirng lai. “Va
khong viéc gi phai bai di bai lai. Cau can quén di. Hay séng doi minh di. i
hen ho va dirng ké 1€ vé quan 16t 6ng chong cii cta cau.”

“Cau noi gi t¢ khong hiéu.” To6i cd tranh né. “T6i noi 1a hen ho. Hen ho
di.” T6i nhw nghe thay noi that vong cia Barnaby tran dén tir dau day bén
kia. “Lé ra cau phdi tan tinh Nathan. Chit khong phai m& may tinh roi doc
sach sanh sanh bd ho so'ly di.”

“Té dau cé doc sach sanh sanh.” T6i man mé cai USB nhw dé chong do.
“Chi la dang da chuyén, t& nhac dén no, con anh ta c6 vé hitng thi...” “Khong
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phadi anh ta hitng thu! Anh ta chi lich sy thoi. Va hinh nhu cau con gao thét
nguyén nam phtt vé quan 16t ctia Daniel.”

“P4y hoan toan la chuyén thoi phong,” t6i nong mat cai lai. Nhung ma toi
doé chin. C6 thé ding 1a nam phait that. Pén Iic dé t6i da hoi nga nga réi. Ma
quan 16t ctia Daniel thi c6 lam chuyén dang néi lam, chi la cha chuyén nao
hay ca.

“Cau c6 nhd hom dau tién chung ta thao luan khong, Fliss?” Barnaby van
tan nhan noi tiép. “Cau da bao du lam gi, cau ciing sé khong chua chat.” T6i
thd doc khi nghe cau ta nhac dén chit cam ky do. “Té dau co6. T chi... buc
minh. Hoi tiéc.” T6i bdi tung dau tim kiém nhitng xtic cdm c6 thé chap nhan
duwgc. “U sau. Buo6n ba. Triét 1y.”

“Cht* Nathan dung la ‘chua chat’.”

“Té khong chua chat!” Téi gan nhw hét vao mat cau ta. “Chua chat hay
khong thi t& phai ty biét chid!”

Bén kia dau day im bat. To6i thd déc. Hai tay rin day mo hoi trén banh lai.
T6i dang vut nhd lai budi hen v6i Nathan. Toéi ¢ nghi minh dang ké vé
Daniel mot cach buon cwdi, thd 0, mai mia. Nathan chang n6i chit nao cho t6i
biét la anh ta khong thich thi bu6i hom do ca. Hay tat cd moi nguwdi déu dang
lam vay? Pé chiéu long t6i?

“OK,” cubi cung toi néi. “Gid thi td biét roi. CAm on da néi cho t6.”

“Ludn san long.” Cai giong vui vé ctia Barnaby vang khap xe. “Truwdc khi
cau kip noi thi, té van la ban ctia cau. Va téd yéu cau lam. Nhung d6 1a thi cau
can. Yéu cho roi cho vot, Fliss a. Gap cau sau nhé.”

Cau ta tat may, con tdi xi nhan sang trai, can moi dwdi va nheo mat nhin
dwong. Tat ca van on. Tat ca van on.

Khi dén cong ty, t6i thady hop thu da day, nhung toi chi ngo6i vao ban do
dan nhin may tinh. Nhitng 10i Barnaby no6i da cham dén t6i nhiéu hon diéu t6i
thtra nhan. T6i dang dan tréd thanh mot mu gia méo mo chua chat. Roi cubi
cung toi sé thanh mu phu thuy lwng cong mac do choang den cau c6 nhin thé
gidi va bam bo di trén pho, vung gay danh moi nguwdi va khong thém mim
cwoi voi bon tré trong khu phg, lam ching phat khi€p ma u té chay.
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DPay la kich ban té nhat.

Ngo6i mot ldc, toi nhac dién thoai goi so co quan Lottie. C6 1é ching t6i c6
thé co vii tinh than cho nhau.

Nguoi nghe mdy 1a Dolly, c6 trg 1y cta Lottie. “A, chao Dolly,” t6i néi.
“Lottie c6 d6 khong?” “Chi dy ra ngoai roi. Bi mua sam. Khong biét Itic nao
thi quay lai.”

Mua sam 4? T6i chép mat nhin dién thoai trong kinh ngac. T6i biét
thithodng Lottie cling chan viéc, nhwng ra ngoai mua sam va néi trang véi trg
ly thi hién nhién khong phai la y hay trong thoi budi kinh té thé nay.

“Co biét dai khai bao gio n6 vé khong?”

“Em chiu. Chi &y néi mua d6 dé chuan bi cho tuan trang mat.”

Toi citng nguoi. Toi c6 nghe ding khong vay? Trang mat? Nghia la...
trang mat dy ha? “Em néi la...” T6i nudt nwdc bot. “Dolly, tirc 1a Lottie sap
lay chong a?” “Chi khong biét a?” “Chi vira di nghi vé! Chuyén nay... Chi
that...” Tdi khong néi néi nita. “Oi troi oi! Nhd em nhén 1a chi goi va chuyén
10i chuc mung cho chi nhé!” Toi dap may, rang r& nhin quanh van phong
trong tron. Tam trang 0 ri da bién mat. T6i chi muon nhdy mua. Lottie dinh
hon roi! Thé mai biét, thé gidi van con diéu twoi dep lam.

Nhung lam thé nao?

Lam thé nao, thé nao, thé nao?

C6 chuyén gi vay? R6t cudc n6 da bay dén San Francisco that sao? Hay la
ga kia bay vé? Hay la hai dita goi cho nhau? Chuyén gi? T6i nhan tin:

To6i chuan bi tinh than sé nhan lai sy im lang vo tan, nhuwng mot gidy sau
n6 da nhan lai.

Uh!!!! bang théem duwgc ké cho chi nghe day! OMG! Chuyén gi thé????
Nhanh chéng mat. Gio van ko tin n6éi. Chang ttr trén trdi roi trd lai xuéng doi
e, cau hon trong nha hang, hoan toan khong biét chang sé lam thé, dién
cuc!tt

Toi phai néi chuyén vdi no théi. T6i goi s6 di dong, nhuwng may ban. Chét
tiét. T6i di uong ca phé cai da, roi sé goi lai. Trén dwong xudng quan Costa
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nam ngay trong toa nha, t6i khong ngan dugc mat minh c twoi hon hén 1én.
Thyc tinh 1a t6i vui dén phat khéc, nhung nha bao & Pincher International
khong ai khoc khi lam viéc, nén toi tam bang long chi 6m cham lay minh vay.

Richard thi nhat r6i. Cau chang cé moi thi toi titng mong cho Lottie.
Nghe c nhu t6i la me né vay - nhung diang la t6i van thdy minh nhw me cia
Lottie. Trieéc gio van vay. B6 me that thi da choi bo nhiém vu, con ban biu ly
di r6i regn cheé va dan diu véi nao doanh nhan giau su nao hoa hdu Nam Phi...
C néi thé nay: chung téi & vGi nhau la cha yéu. Lottie kém t6i nam tudi, va
tir 1au trwde khi me chét né da co thoi quen tim dén toi khi cé chuyén xay ra.

Va véi tr cach la dwong kim me kiém chi gai kiém phu dau chinh tiém
nang (?), t6i khong thdy gi dang hoan nghénh hon 1a Richard sap gia nhap
cum gia dinh ti hon quai g& ctia ching t6i. Thi¢ nhat 13, ciu ta dién trai nhung
khong dén nobi ai-cling-phai-xin-chét. Cai nay quan trong, t6i nghi. Ai cling
muoén em gai minh kiém duwgc vi than tinh yéu trong mat né, nhung dirng dé
chinh minh thém muén cau ta. Y t6i 1, t6i s& phai lam sao néu Lottie dt
Johnny Depp vé nha?

Toi c6 gang thanh that xem xét y nghi minh, trong chon riéng tw la cai dau
toi. Phdi, t0i chang lam chi gai vi tha dwgc dau. Chac han t6i sé tim cach
cuom chang di mat. T6i sé nghi moi tha doan déu c6 thé chap nhan.

Nhung Richard chang phéi 1a Johnny Depp. Cau ta banh trai day, ding
hiéu lam t6i, nhwng khéng banh trai dén miéc khén cudng. Ciling khong banh
trai kiéu bong, nhw cédi cdu Jamie kinh khing hoi nao, su6t ngay chi chai
chudt va dém s6 ca lo. Richard la dan 6ng. Dai véi toi, thi thodng trong cau ta
nhw phién ban tré ctia Pierce Brosnan, thi thodng lai giong phién ban tré ctia
Gordon Brown. (Mac du to6i nghi minh la nguwdi duy nhét nhin ra nét cta
Gordon Brown. T6i c¢6 nhac dén véi Lottie mot lan, va né da rat phan no.)

T6i biét 1a cau ta dugc danh gia cao trong cong viéc. (Tat nhién, hoi cau ta
md&i hen ho vGi Lottie, t6i da hoi khap nguwoi quen & London vé nhan than cau
ta.) TG6i cling biét doi khi cau ta cau ban va c6 lan da noi con véi ca doi, am 1
t@i mitc sau d6 phai dai tat ca mot chau dé xin 16i. Nhing ban tinh cu ta tot
bung. Lan dau to6i gap, cau ta dang bé cai ghé banh vi Lottie muén chuyén
sang cho khac. N6 di khap phong khach, miéng bao, “Cho nay... a khong, cho
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nay! O, hay chd nay c6 hon khong?” Con ciu ta thi ct kién nhin bé cai ghé
to nang trich, trong ltic né di lodng quang, va khi thay t6i dang nhin, cau ta
nhan rang cwdi thi téi biét: Pay mdi la ngwdi hop véi Lottie.

T6i muon nhdy cang 1én vi mirng rd. Sau vu ly di khon nan cua t6i, ching
t0i cling can gdp chuyén gi tot dep chi. Vay su tinh la thé nao? Cau ta n6i gi?
Toimuon biét tir dau dén cudi. Trong ldc quay tré lai ban, t6i lai s6t rudot bam
goi cho no lan nita - va lan nay né nhac may. “Fliss a?” “Lottie!” T6i mudn
no tung vi phan khich. “Chic mitng em! Mot tin dang kinh ngac! Chi khéng
thé tin n6i!” “Em biét! Em biét!” Giong n6 con lang 1ang hanh phtic hon t6i
twong nita. Richard han da lam né bat ngd. “Thé 1a... khi nao?” T6i ngbi vao
ban, nhdp mét ngum ca phé. “Hai tuan truedc. Em van chwa thé tin day lai la
sy thye!”

“Ké chi tiét cho chi di!” “O thi, anh dy cha nhan c6 gi tw dung goi dién
cho em.” Lottie bat cudi thich thi. “Em khéng tin ndi nita. Em ¢t nghi minh
sé chang bao gio gdp lai anh ay nita co. N6i gi dén chuyén nay!”

Néu cau ta cau hon hai tuan trudc, thi nghia la cau ta méi di dwgc nhiéu
nhat mot ngay. Chac cau ta ha canh xuéng San Francisco roi déi y luon. Gioéi
lam, Richard!

“Thé cdu ta néi gi? Co6 quy xudng khong?”

“Co! Anh dy bao anh 4y van luén yéu em va muén & vGi em, roi anh ay
héi em c6 dong y lay anh khéng ca dén chuc lan, va roi cudi cung... em bao
c6!” Noi hung phédn cua né lai trao 1én. “Chi c¢6 tin n6i khong?” T6i thd dai
vui swéng va lai nhap ca phé. Lang man qua. Mo mang qua. To6i dang ty héi
minh c6é thé chuon khoi cudc hop bao cua hang Hang khong Anh dé dwa
Lottie di an mung hay khong.

“Vay thi... con gi nita?” T6i muodn dugc nghe ké thém. “Em c6 trao nhan
cho cau ta khong?” “A khéng.” Lottie c6 vé chung hitng. “Tat nhién 1a
khong.” Cam on trgi. T6i chuwa bao gio thich cédi y twdng trao nhan ay ca.
“Vay la cu6i cung em quyét dinh théi a?” “Em con khong nghi dén chuyén
d6 nita kia!” Tdi ngac nhién thdy giong né chua x6t. “Y em 13, chiéc nhan dy
mua cho Richard co ma.” “Ttc 1a sao?” T6i chdp mat nhin dién thoai, khong
hiéu lam.
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“A, thi d6 1a nhdn em mua cho Richard.” N6 c6 vé chung hirng. “Vay ma
lai trao cho ngudi khac thi ky 1am. Chi khong thay vay a?”

T6i mudn dap lai, nhwng cac y nghi da mac ca vao nhau, ci¥ nhw ¢6 cai but
chi roi vao khe mdy dang ru ru chay déu. “Ngwoi khac” nay nghia la sao? Toi
md miéng dinh héi - r6i lai im. Hay la t6i nghe nham? Hay né dang dung
uyén ngir? “Thé la...” T6i than trong mé& 10i, cdAm thdy nhw minh dang néi
tiéng nwdc ngoai. “Em mua nhan cho Richard... nhwng lai khong dwa cho cau
ta?” T6i chi dang c6 hiéu y né théi. Toi khéng nghi nd lai 1at ban nhw thé t6i
da don thwvong doc ma pha nat niém vui cta né.

“Fliss, chi biét 1a khong ma! Troi dat oi, sao chi khéng y t¢ 1dy mot ti!”
Giong no rit Ién the thé. “Em dang c6 bat dau lai tir dau ma! Em dang c6 khéi
si cudc song mdi véi Ben! Viéc gi chi lai phai nhac dén Richard chit.” Ben?
To6i r6i tung 1én roi. T6i nghi minh dién ro6i. Ben la ai va c6 lién quan quai gi
dén vu nay? “Nao Lottie. Ptrtng bwc nhé, nhwng ding la chi khong hiéu...”
“Em vtra nhan tin cho chi xong! Chi khéng doc dwgc a?” “Em ndi la em dinh
hén!” Cam giac kinh khung choén 1dy t6i. Chang 1€ tit ca chuyén nay lai la
mot vu hiéu lam khing khiép nao d6? “Vay la em khong dinh hon a?” “Cé!
Tat nhién la cé r6i! VGi Ben!” “Ben la thang quai nao?” Toi hét 1én, giong
16n hon chu y. Elise to0 mo ngo vao ctra, va toi ai ngai mim cwoi dap, miéng
map may, “Khong sao dau.” Pau kia dién thoai im phac.

“0,” cudi cung Lottie cling néi. “Xin 16i. Em vira xem lai tin nhin. Em
twong da ké v6i chi r6i. Em khong lay Richard, ma lay Ben. NhG Ben
khong?” “Khong, chi khong nhé c6 Ben nao ca!” Toi noi, cang luc cang cam
thay ra roi. “A diing roi, chi chwa gip anh dy. O, ddy 1a anh ban trai em héi
em & Hy Lap, anh dy vira trd lai cudc doi em va ching em sap lay nhau.”

To6i cam thdy tran nha nhw sup xudng. N6 sap ldy Richard co ma. Moi
chuyén that hop ly. Vay ma gio né lai sap bién mat véi mot ga Ben nao dé.
T6i con khong biét phai bat dau tir dau.

“Lotts... Nhwng ma, Lotts, chi twéng... Lam sao ma em lai sap 1ay cau ta
dwgc?” Mot y nghi bat chgt ndy dén vai téi. “Cé phai la vi mudn cé visa
khong?” “Khong, vi visa la thé nao chit.” Nghe giong né day phan ng. “Vi
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tinh yéu!” “Em yéu cau Ben nay dén mirc muon 1y cau ta w?” To6i khong tin
minh lai dang héi cau nay. “U.”

“Cau ta tr@ lai trong doi em chinh xac la bao gio?” “Hai tuan trudc.” “Hai
tuan trwdc,” toi binh tinh nhac lai, du chi mudn pha Ién cuwdi sang sac. “Sau
bao lau?”

“Muoi lam nam.” Giong n6 day thach thitc. “Va néu chi mudn hai, thi roi,
em da nghi k¥ r6i.” “OK! Pugc roi, vay chic mirng. Chi tin la Ben phdi tuyét
lam.” “Anh 4y rdt tuyét. Chi sé thich anh &y cho xem. Anh dy dep trai, vui
tinh, va chiing em rat hgp nhau...”

“To6t! Nay, di an trwa nhé, OK? Ro6i ta c¢6 thé néi ti€p chuyén d6.” Minh
dang phéan ng thai qua roi, toi tw nhi. Minh can diéu chinh lai truéc tinh
hinh md&i. Cé thé anh chang Ben nay la Iwa chon hoan hdo véi Lottie va moi
chuyén sé thanh cong my man. Mién la hai bén dinh hon lau dai, nghiém tiic
va khong voi vang...

“Vay hen & Selfridges nhé?” Lottie néi. “Thuc té 1a em dang & day roi. Em
dang mua do 16t di hwéng tuan tring mat!” “U, chi c6 nghe néi. Thé, hai
nguoi tinh lam dam cudi lic nao?” “Ngay mai,” n6 hao hitng dap. “Ching
em muon lam cang sém cang tot. Chi xin nghi ngay mai dugc khong?”

Ngay mai? N6 dién r6i. “Lotts, & yén day.” To6i kho 1am méi bat dugc ra.
“Chi tdi gdp em bay gio day. Chi nghi chung ta nén noi chuyén.”

L€ ra toi khong dugc xa hoi. L€ ra toi khong dugc di nghi. Lé ra toi phai
nhan ra Lottie sé khdng ¢ yén chitng nao chwa tim dugc thi gi dé dé trit vao
tat ca nguoén nang lugng ton thwong bén trong. Va thi gi dé la day. Mot dam
CUoi.

Cho t6i Iuc t6i dén Selfridges thi tim t6i da dap thinh thich va dau t6i da
chita day cau hoi. Con Lottie thi c6 mot gié chita day do 16t. Ma nao phai do
16t - d6 khiéu dam thi ding hon. N6 dang ditng ngam nghia mét cai do 16t
chdm eo trong su6t thi t6i nhao téi suyt quét dé6 mot day gau bong Princess
Tam Tam. Khi thdy t6i, né gio cai 4o 1én. “Chi thdy sao?” Toi liéc m& do
trong gié hang. Thay ro la n6 vira qua khu gdm gia Ké Khiéu Khich. T6i thay
v0 s6 do ren den xuyén thau. Con kia la gi, bang bit mat a?
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“Chi thay sao?” né s6t rudt hdi, phay cai ao 16t tredc mat t6i. “Kha dat
day. Em c6 nén thttr khong?”

Khong phéi dang ra chung ta nén ban cau hoi quan trong hon sao? Toi
muon gao lén. Vi nhv la thdng cha Ben nay la ai va sao em lagi di ldy han?
Nhung néu toi cé biét gi vé Lottie, thi day la can tién t6i mot cach than trong.
Toi can thuyét phuc né nhe nhang.

“Thé day!” t6i c6 twoi tinh hét mitc c6 thé. “Em sap lay chong. Mot anh
chang chi con chwa hé gap.”

“Roi dén dam cudi chi sé gap thoi. Chi sé thich anh 4y cho ma xem, Fliss
a.” Bo6i mat n6 mé long lanh khi n6 ném cai do trong sudt vao gié cung mot
cai quan lot khe ti xiu. “Em khong tin n6i moi thi lai thanh ra hoan hao dén
thé. Em vui qua.” “U. Tuyét voi! Chi ciing vui!” Tai doi mdt gidy im ling roi
néi tiép, “Mac du - chi la suy nghi thoang qua théi - em c6 can phai cuéi
nhanh thé khong? Chang 1é khong thé dinh hon lau lau mdét chut roi 1én ké
hoach cho i té sao?” “Co gi ma ké hoach chi¢! Moi thit sé that don gian thoi.
Vian phong cong chitng Chelsea. An trva & mot quan an xinh x&n. Pon gian
va lang man. Chj sé lam phu dau cho em chit, em hy vong thé.” N6 bop tay
t0i, roi lai vGi 1y mot cai 4o 16t nita.

N6 c6 vé gi day dac biét di thwong. T6i quan sat no, co tim xem c6 diéu gi
la. N6 c6 cai kiéu dién dién hau chia tay quen thudc - nhwng con manh hon
moi khi nita. Mat n6 sang quac. N6 dang kich dong. Hay ga Ben nay c6 ma
tiy? N6 c6 dang phé cai gi khong? “Thé la cau Ben nay ci thé tw trén troi roi
xuong va goi cho em a?” “Anh 4y lién lac, ching em an t6i. Va ct nhu la
ching em chwa xa nhau bao gio ay. Ching em dong diéu v6i nhau.” N6 thd
dai hoan lac. “Anh 4y da yéu em su6t mudi lam nam nay. Mudi lam nam. Va
em cling yéu anh dy. Vi thé ma bon em mu6n 1dy nhau luén. Ching em da bo
phi quéa nhiéu thoi gian r6i, Fliss a.” Gigng n6 thon thic rat xi né, c nhu la
dang trong m6t bé phim truyén hinh thyc té vay. “Chiing em mudn bat dau
phan con lai ctia cudc doi.” Cai gi?

OK, thé nay thi qua nham nhi. Lottie khéng hé yéu ai d6 tén Ben sudt
muoi lam nam vira qua. T6i nghi néu no yéu thi it nhat t6i cling phai biét chit.
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“Em da yéu cau ta sudt mwoi lam nam troi a?” Toi khong thé khong bat lai.
“Buon cuoi la em lai chang nhac dén tén cau ta bao gio. Khong mot lan nao.”

“Em yéu anh 4y trong long.” N6 dé tay lén suwon. “O day. C6 thé 1a em
khong néi véi chi. Co thé khong phdi cai gi em cling néi vdi chi.” N6 ném
mot cai nit v@ vao gio vé thach thitc. “Em c6 anh khong?”

“O day thi khong. Nhung anh ay rat dep trai. A nhan thé em mudn chi 1én
phat biéu,” n6 v6 tw ndi thém. “Chi vira la phu dau chinh vira la nit chu toa.
Con phu ré cta Ben thi la anh ban Lorcan. Lé cudi chi c6 bon ngudi ching ta
th6i.”

T6i tron mat nhin n6 bat lyc. T6i muodn khéo 1éo tiép can tirng budc, that
nhe nhang, nhung thé nay thi chiu r6i. That dién r6 qua stc.

“Lottie.” T6i chdn tay 1én géi tat dai n6 dang dinh nhat 1én. “Dirng lai. Va
nghe chi no6i day. Chi biét em khéng muén nghe diéu nay, nhung em phai
nghe th6i.” T6i dgi cho téi khi né mién cwdng quay mat vé phia minh. “Em
vira cat dit v@i Richard dau nhw nam phit trede. Em da muon trao tron doi
minh cho cau ta. Em con mua nhan dinh hén cho cau ta. Em néi em yéu cau
ta. Vay ma gio em lai dang chay di v6i mot anh chang khac hau nhu chwa
quen? Nhu thé c6 phdi la y twdng hay khong?”

“Um, chia tay Richard 1a chuyén t6t day chi! Mot chuyén qué t6t!” Bong
nhién Lottie xu 16ng 1én nht m6t con meéo. “Em da nghi nhiéu lam roi, Fliss
a. Va em nhan ra Richard hoan toan khong hgp vdi em. Khong hop ti nao!
Em can ai d6 lang man co. Ai do6 biét rung dong co. Ai do sé thé 10 vi em, chi
hiéu khong? Richard la ngudi tir t€, em twédng minh yéu anh ay. Nhung gio thi
em nhan ra sy thue: anh dy qua han ché.” N6 phi ra chit “han ché” nhw mot
cau si va nang né nhat n6 cé thé nghi ra. “Em néi ‘han ché’ la sao?” Toi
khong thé khong thdy can phan khang nhan danh Richald.

“Anh ay hep hoi. Anh dy khéng c6 phong cach. Khéng bao gio 1am diéu gi
that 16n lao, liéu mang, tuyét voi nao. Khong bao gio dén tim mot ¢o gai sau
muoi lam nam va néi véi co dy rang doi anh chi toan bong t6i khi khong c6
em va bay gid anh muén bat dén cho sang.” Mo n6 dau ra thach thitc con t6i
thi tham nhan mat. Pay la cau tr miéng Ben uw? Han ta mu6n bat den cho
sang?
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Y toi 13, t6i hiéu dugc. Toi cling dd c6 vai cd tra thu kinh khing sau khi
Daniel va t6i ly than. Nhung t6i dau cé cuwdi ga nao trong sé do.

“Thé nay, Lottie.” T6i thit phwong an khac. “Chi hiéu ma. Chi biét cam
giac cia em ma. Em bj ton thwong. Em boi roi. Mot cu ban trai cii tir trén
troi roi xuéng - tat nhién la em sé lan vao giwong vdi cau ta roi. Chuyén cling
binh thwong thoi. Nhung viéc gi em phai 1dy anh ta?”

“Chi nham r6i,” n6 vac lai v6i vé dac thang. “Chi nham 16n, nham 16n roi
Fliss. Em khong hé lan vao giwong véi anh dy. Em sé khong 1am thé dau. Em
sé gitt minh cho t6i tuan trang mat.”

No6 sé... Ha? Trong bao nhiéu diéu t6i nghi sé dugc nghe khong cé diéu
nay. Toi tr6 mat nhin Lottie, khong nghi ra cach nao dap lai. Em gai t6i dau
roi, thang cha kia da lam gi né thé nay?

“Em sé gitt minh?” cudi cung to6i 1ap lai. “Nhung... tai sao? Han theo
Amish a?” Bong dung t6i sén gai 6c. “Han thudc dao gido nao a? Han c6 hira
sé khai sang cho em khong?”

Lam on ding n6i né da dwa hét tién cho han. Pung thém lan hai. “Téat
nhién la khong!” “Thé thi... vi sao?”

“Vi em sé c6 m6t dém trang mat nhé doi.” N6 chop 1ay goi tat. “Ching

em biét chiing em vdi nhau rat tuyét, thé thi sao khong gitt minh chd tdi Iic
ay? Day la dém tan hén co ma. Phai dac biét chiv. Bac biét hét mirc c6 thé.”
N6 chgt rung minh, ct nhu khong thé kiém ché duwgc. “Ma tin em di, dém do
sé rat dac biét. Troi, Fliss a, anh 4y néng béng kinh khing. Ching em gan
nhw khong thé roi tay khoi nhau. Ci¢ nhw 1a ching em quay lai tu6i muwoi tam
ay.”
T6i ngd ra nhin nd, nhitng manh ghép duwgc rap lai. Cap mat sang trung
kia da c6 10i giai. Gié do 16t da co 10i gidi. N6 dang ham muon. Vu dinh hon
nay chi la mot man vu6t ve dao dau kéo dai. Sao t6i khong nhan ra tir dau
nhi? Dung 1a n6 dang ham muén. Khong phdi ham muén don thuan ma la
ham muon tudi day thi. N6 c6 céi vé cia may dita nhéc say sira hon hit nhau
& bén xe, chang them biét thé gidi c6 ton tai. Trong maot phut t6i nhéi nguoi
vi ghen ti. T6i khong ché duwgc lan ngup trong con ham mudn & tudi day thi,
nai that ddy. Nhung lic nay t6i can phai ly tri. T6i can lam tiéng néi 1€ phai.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Lottie, nghe nay.” T6i c6 gang ndi cham va rd, hong xuyén thing con mé
ctia n6. “Em khong can thiét phai két hon. Em chi can dat phong khach san &
dau do la dugc.”

“Em muon két hon!” N6 vira tw néi v6i minh vira ném thém mot mén do
16t dat tién nita vao gid, con toi thi c6 nén long dé khoi thét 1én. Tat ca nghe
thi hay ho 1am. Nhung néu né chiu g& cap kinh nhuém mau ham muén xuéng
ma nhin doi mot khac thoi, cé thé né sé thay chuyén phiéu lwu nay réi c6 kha
nang sé phai trd gia nhitng gi. C4 mot nha d6 16t. Mot cudc hon nhan. Mot
chuyén trang mat. Mot vu ly di. Tat cd déi 1dy mot dém quan nhau hoanh
trang? Mot dém no6 c6 thé c6 ma chang mat gi? “Em biét chi dang nghi gi.”
N6 nhin t6i day phan nd. “Pang Ié ra chi nén mirng cho em.” “Chi dang co,
that sy dang cd day.” Toi bép dau. “Nhung chuyén nay that vo ly. Em lam
moi tht ngwgc cd roi.” “Em u?” N6 chuyén sang tan cong. “Ai bao thé?
Khong phdi day méi la cach truyén thong sao?” “Lottie, em dirng cé ngd
ngan.” Toi bat dau tirc gian. “Day khong phai cach bat dau hon nhan, em hiéu
chuwa? Hon nhan la chuyén nghiém tuc, chuyén phap ly...”

“Em biét!” N6 ngat ngang. “Va em muon thanh cong, va day mdi la cach
thwe hién. Em dau cé ngu, Fliss.” N6 khoanh tay. “Em da nghi k¥ roi, chi biét
ddy. Boi song tinh cdm cta em la tham hoa. Lap di lap lai mé6t bai cdi rich, hét
anh nay dén anh khac. Sex. Yéu duwong. Khéng hén nhan. Mot mé bong
bong. Htr, gid thi em c6 co hoi lam khac di r6i! Em ddo nguwoc chién lwgc!
Yéu duvong. Hon nhan. Sex!”

“Nhung ma khung!” Khong dirng duwogc, toi bung nd. “Chuyén nay that
dién ro! Em phai thay thé chi!”

“Em khong thay thé!” né hung ho cai. “Em chi thdy cau tra 10i sang suot
cho bi kich doi em thoi. Rat c6 dién! Pa tht va dd dugc cong nhan! Nir
hoang Victoria c6 ngu vdi Alben trudce khi cwdi khong? Cugc hon nhan do co
thanh cong ryc rd khéng? Co6 phai ba ay yéu ngai phat dién 1én va xay dai
twong niém to dung cho ngai & céng vién Hyde khéng? Chuyén la thé day.
Romeo va Juliet c6 ngu véi nhau treeée khi cuéi khong?”

“Nhung...”
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“Elizabeth Bennet va ong Darcy c6 ngu véi nhau trede khi cwdi khong?”
Mt n6 quic 1én nhin tdi cit nhw day 1a bing chitng t6i hau. Oi trdi. Néu né
dinh dung 6ng Darcy dé bao vé ly luan ctia minh thi t6i gio tay hang.

“Pugc roi,” cudi cling tdi néi. “Em thing roi ddy. Ong Darcy.” T6i can rtit
lui va tim hwéng tdn cong khac. “Thé con cau Lorcan nay la ai?” Mot y twdng
md&i ndy dén vai toi. “Phu ré ctia Ben em m@i nhac d6?”

Chac han ban than nhat cta Ben cling khong hao hitng gi hon t6i trudc
cudc hon nhan bat ngo tr trén troi roi xuéng nay. Cé thé ching toi sé phoi
hop dugc véi nhau.

“Ai biét.” N6 phay tay thg 0. “Mot anh ban 1du nam nao day. Lam cung
cong ty.” “Cong ty nao?” “Tén gi day nhw la... Decree.”

“Thé con Ben, chinh xac thi cau ta lam gi?”

“Ai biét.” N6 gio mot cap quan chip c6 méc dang lung. “Lam gi day.” Toi
co khong gao 1én, Em sdp ldy han ma con khéng biét han lam gi a? T6i 16i
cai BlackBerry ra bam vao Ben - Lorcan - Decree?

“Ho cua Ben la gi?”

“Parr. Em s€ thanh Lottie Parr. Nghe c6 dang yéu khong?” Ben Parr. Toi
bam dién thoai, liéc vao man hinh, va gia vo kéu 1én. “Oi troi oi. Quén béng
con c6 vu nay. Lottie nay, roét cudc thi c6 1€ chi khong kip an trra dau. Chi
phai di day. Mua sam vui nhé.” T6i 6m né. “Gap em sau. Va... chiic mirng!”

Nu cwdi twoi réi van dau trén mat téi suét doan dwong ra khoi khu do 16t.
Con chua kip vao thang may, t6i da m& Google tim Ben Parr. Ben Parr, cau
em ré twong lai cda t6i. Han la thang quai nao?

Cho téi khi vé dén van phong, t6i da luc tung Google 1én dé tim kiém Ben
Parr, nhung chang tim thdy cong ty nao la Decree cd, chi c6 mt mé két qua
vé mot ga Ben Parr dién hai & cau lac bg. Dién rat dg, theo danh gia chung.
Co phai cau ta khong?

Tuyét tran. Mot ga hé that bai. Thé mdi la em ré chi.

Cudi cung t6i cling tim ra két qua vé mot ga Ben Parr trong mau tin vé
mot cong ty gidy nao dé tén Dupree Sanders. Ga c6 chitc danh ty dat gi do
kiéu nhu Chuyén vién Giam sat Chién lwge. T6i go Ben Parr Dupree Sanders
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va mot triéu két qua mdi hién ra. Dupree Sanders r6 rang la cé ton tai. Rat to
nita la khac. Trang chua day r6i... va ding roi, mot trang mé ra c6 anh han va
may cau tiéu s, t6i doc nhanh. Tirng lam viéc vGi cha hoi con tré, Ben Parr
rat vui mirng duwgc gia nhap lai Dupree Sanders nam 2011, tai mot vi tri chién
lwgc... say mé cong viéc... Tt khi cha anh qua doi, anh cang thém tan tuy vi
twong lai ctia cong ty.

To6i cdi ngwoi xudng man hinh va cham chu nhin anh, c6 tim cach hiéu cai
ga dang lu It nhv mot con bao tién vé lam ho hang cia minh. Trong cling dep
trai, tdi phdi céng nhan thé. Cé vé thiéu nién. Manh dé. Than thién. Cai
miéng thi khong rd lam. Trong kha yéu dudi.

Mot lic sau, cac dom hinh bat dau nhdy nhot tredc mat, nén t6i ngoi lui lai
va bam tim Lorcan Dupree Sanders.

Mot gidy sau trang khac lai mé, anh m6t nguwoi trong khac han. Toc den
16m chém, 16ng may den, may cau. Mii nét nhuwng hoi khoam. Nhin cling
kha di* ton. Dw6i tdm anh viét, Lorcan Adamson. Mdy lé 310. Lorcan
Adamson hanh nghé ludt ¢ London trudc khi gia nhdp Dupree nam 2008... la
tdc gia cua nhiéu sdng kién... phdt trién thuong hiéu vdan phong pham hang
sang Papermaker... ph6i hop ctung Quy Bdo ton Quéc gia Anh md rong trung
tam don tiép... gan bo vdi nganh cong nghiép bén vitng va co trdch nhiém...

Luat sw. Hy vong anh nay thudc tip ly tri, biét diéu, chit khong phai tip
ngao man dang ghét. T6i quay soO, cung lic kiém tra email. “Lorcan
Adamson.” Giong dap lai tram va khan dén noi t6i danh roi ca chudt vi ngac
nhién. Han day khong phai giong that r6i. Nghe c nhw giong may. “A 16?”
anh ta lai néi, va t6i c6 khong cuwdi khic khich. Anh nay cé giong nhw nguoi
xuwong trailer phim. Pay la thi giong 6m 6m, sau tham kiéu loa bass ban van
nghe moi khi ng6i gam bap rang ba, cho phim chiéu.

Chiing ta tudng thé gidi dugc an toan. Chiing ta nghi vii tru thubc vé ta.
T6i khi CHUNG dén. « A 16?” Cdi giong khan lai cdt Ién.

Tuyét vong chay dua voi thoi gian, c6 gdi tré sé phdi giai md... “ Chao.
O... chao.” Téi c6 rdp lai cdc y nghi. “ Phdi Lorcan Adamson khéng a?” “ Toi
day.”

Cua dago dién tirng doat Oscar... Khéng. Thoi ngay, Fliss. Tdp trung vao.
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“Vang. Vang. Phai.” Tdi voi vang tran tinh. “A, tdi nghi ching ta can néi
chuyén. Teén toi la Felicity Graveney. Em gai toi la Lottie.”

“A.” Giong anh ta chot nhiét tinh hin 1én. “Cha, xin chi th& 16i vi giong
Phép cta t6i, nhung cai bé me gi sap dién ra vay? Ben vira goi t6i. C6 vé anh
ay va em gai chi sap lay nhau?”

C6 hai diéu t6i nhan ra titc khac. Mot la: giong anh ta hoi c6 am sac
Scotland. Hai la: anh ca cling khong hao hitng v6i chuyén cudi xin nay. On
troi. Thém mot tiéng ndi 16 phai.

“Pung thé!” téi noéi. “Con anh la phu ré? Toéi khéng hiéu lam sao ma
chuyén nay lai xdy ra, nhuwng toi nghi c6 1é chung ta nén gdp nhau va...”

“Va gi co? Lén ké hoach trang tri ban tiéc a?” Anh ta néi at 10i to6i “To6i
khong hiéu lam sao ma em gai chi lai du dugc Ben vao cai ké hoach ng@
ngan nay, nhung tiéc la téi sé phdi lam moi diéu trong sitc minh dé ngan né
lai, du chi v&i em gai chi co6 thich hay khong.”

To6i tran mat nhin dién thoai. Anh ta néi gi thé? “T6i lam viéc vGi Ben, va
day la thoi diém cot ti¥ v6i anh dy,” Lorcan van hang hai noéi. “Khéng thé dé
anh dy lang vao mot vu trang mat béc dong dién r6 dugc. Anh dy con co
trach nhiém. Anh 4y con c6 cam két. Gio thi, t6i khong biét dong co ctia em
chi la gi...” “H®?” T6i dién dén mic khong biét phai bat dau tr dau. “Xin
16i?” Anh ta c6 vé béi r6i khi bi toi ngét ngang. O, hda ra anh ta thudc tip doé.
“OK, thwa ngai.” Lap titc toi thdy minh ngu vi néi “thwa ngai”. Nhuwng mudn
roi. Ctt tién 1én vay. “Thi¢ nhat, em gai t6i khong du ai vao cai gi hét. To6i
nghi ngai sé dugc biét ban ngai da tit trén trdi roi xuéng va do né vao chuyén
cwdi xin nay. Va thi¢ hai, néu ngai nghi t6i goi cho ngai dé ‘l1én ké hoach
trang tri ban tiéc’ thi ngai lam 1én roi day. T6i cling c6 y dinh ngan can cudc
hén nhan nay. Du ngai c6 gitip hay khong.” “T6i hiéu r6i.” Giong anh ta day
ngo vuc. “Ben ndi la Lottie du anh ay lam thé a?” Toi truy héi. “Vi néu thé
thi anh ay noéi déi.”

“Khong han,” Lorcan ngung mot chut réi mdi dap. “Nhung Ben doi khi...
nén noi thé nao nhi? Dé xiéu long.”

“Dé xiéu long?” t6i tirc dién vac lai. “Néu c6 ké nao lam ngwoi khac xiéu
long thi chinh la anh ta. Em t6i dang & mot thoi diém rat toi t€, nd dang rat
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yéu dudi, va day khong phai Iic moi mét ké co hdi nao day nhay vao dau.”
T6i van con hoi nghi ngo tén Ben nay thudc gido phai than kinh hay la ban
hang da cap nao ddy. “Y tdi 13, anh ta 1am nghé gi? T6i ching biét gi vé anh
ta ca.”

“Chi khong biét thong tin vé anh ay?” Lan nita giong Lorcan rat ngd vuc.

Troi a tén nay lam toi phat dien.

“T6i chang biét gi hét ngoai trtr chuyén anh ta gdp em t6i vao nam dinh
hwéng, ca hai ma tiéc truy hoan va gio thi anh ta néi anh ta van yéu noé tir dé
dén gio va ngay mai ho dinh cwgi nhau va tiép tuc tiéc truy hoan. Va anh ta
lam & Dupree Sanders.”

“Anh ay lam cha Dupree Sanders,” Lorcan stra lai. “Gi cg?” t6i ngu ngoc
héi.

Toi con khong biét dich xac Dupree Sanders la cai gi. Toi da khong tra
the.

“Vao thoi diém cha anh ay qua doi nam ngodi, Ben la c6 dong chinh &
Dupree Sanders, mot cong ty sdn xuat gidy tri gia ba mwoi triéu bang Anh.
Va néu can noi thém, thi cudc séng ctia anh ay dao nay cling rat phic tap va
anh ay dang kha yéu du6i.”

Trong lic tiéu héa nhitng cau do, con gian soi suc bat dau trao dang trong
toi.

“Anh nghi em gdi t6i la quan dao mé a?” t6i n6i doéa. “Anh nghi nhu thé
that ha?” T6i chuwa bao gio bi si nhuc nhw thé trong doi. D6 kiéu cang... ngao
man... khon nan. T6i thé cang lic cang gap, chia d6i mat hinh vién dan vao
khu6én mat trén man hinh. “T6i khong néi thé,” anh ta diém tinh phéan bac.
“Nghe day nay, anh Adamson,” toi noi vdi giong bang gia. “Chung ta xem
xét sy viéc cai da, dugc khong? Anh ban quy héa cta anh da du c6 em gai
cta téi vao mot cudc hén nhan voi va ngd ngan. Chit khong phai nguoc lai.
Lam sao anh biét em géi t6i khong thira ké mot san nghiép con to hon thé?
Lam sao anh biét chiing t6i khong c6 ho vdi... véi nha Getty?”

“Chi néi phdi,” Lorcan dap, sau khi ngung mét Idc. “That thé a?”
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“Tat nhién 1a khong phai,” tdi néng ndy dap: “Van dé la, anh nhdy dén két
luan. That ngac nhién vi anh la luat s co ma.”

Lai im lang. T6i cam thdy minh da choc titc duwgc anh ta. Tot thoi.

“OK,” cudi cung anh ta n6i. “T6i xin 16i. T6i khong bong gi6 gi vé em chi
cd. Co thé co dy va Ben la doi troi dinh. Nhung cai d6 khong thay doi sy thuc
la cong ty ching toi co vai viéc rat quan trong. Ben can phéi & Anh vao lic
nay. Néu muon di trang mat, anh ay sé phai hoan lai sau.”

“Hodc khong bao gio,” toi chém vao.

“Hodc khong bao gio. That thé.” Lorcan cé vé thich tha. “Vay chi ciing
khong yéu quy gi Ben a?” “To6i tham chi con chwa gap anh ta. Nhung budi
néi chuyén nay cé ich day. T6i chi can biét thé théi. Cit yén tam vé phan t6i.
Toi sé xtt ly vu nay.”

“ T6i s& xt Iy viéc ndy,” anh ta cai chinh. “T6i sé néi chuyén vé6i Ben.” Oi
troi, tén nay dang lam toi titc dién 1én day. Ai can anh ta lam gi chit? “Toi sé
néi chuyén vagi Lottie,” td6i dap trd vénh vang. “T6i sé sap xép lai chuyén
nay.” “T6i nghi la khong can thiét dau.” Anh ta néi &t 10i t6i. “To6i sé noi
chuyén v&i Ben. Toan b cau chuyén nay sé vui vao quén lang.” “T6i sé noi
chuyén véi Lottie,” t6i nhac lai, mdc ké anh ta. “Va t6i sé cho anh biét khi
moi viéc da xong xudi.” Hai bén im lang. Khong bén nao dinh nhudong bén
nao, toi nhan ra. “Puwgc roi,” cudi cung Lorcan ndi. “0, chao chi.” “Chao.”
T6i dap may, roi chop lay di dong bam s6 cam tay cia Lottie. Khéng lam Ba
Chi Hién nita. T6i sé dirng vu cudi xin nay. Ngay bay gio, ngay 1ap tic.
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Chuong 6
%

Toi khong tin n6i n6 da 10 toi tron hai muoi tw tiéng dong hé. Cé gan gém.

DPa la chiéu hom sau, 1é cwdi chi con mot tiéng nita la sé dién ra, ma toi
van chwa néi chuyén dugce véi Lottie. N6 da 1ang tranh tirng cui dién thoai cta
t0i (cling phai dén mat tram cu). Nhing dong thai van tim cach guri dwgce ca
mot dong tin nhan cho t6i, théng bao nao la dia chi van phong cong chitng va
nha hang va hen gdp tredc dam cudi ¢ Bluebird. Vay phu dau xa tanh mau
man chin dugc gti dén van phong t6i vao gio an trwa, bang xe dap. Mot bai
tho dén qua email, kém thém yéu cau t6i doc trong hon 1é: Nhu thé ngay hém
nay sé dang nhd biét bao!

N6 lam sao ltra dugc t6i. Khong bat may khi toi goi 1a c6 cé ca: né cam
thdy can ti vé. Nghia la t6i van con co hoi. Toi biét t6i c6 thé thuyét phuc n6
tir bo quyét dinh dé hoi nay. Téi chi can tim xem dich xac diém yéu cta né &
dau, roi danh manh vao do.

Pén quan Bluebird, t6i thady n6 da ngo6i san bén qudy, mac vay ren ngan
mau kem c6 hoa, cai hoa hong trén téc va di doi giay vintage rat dé thuwong c6
quai dinh ctc. Trong né dep long lay, dén mic trong mot phut t6i da thay an
nan vi minh dén day dé can miii né.

Nhung ma khong. Phai c6 ké tinh tri ¢ day chit. N6 sé chang twoi tan dugc
nhu thé dau khi phai trd an phi tw trat ly di cua toa.

Noah khong di cung t6i. Toi nay thang bé sang ngti nha ban nd, Sebastian.
Toi néi doi vdi Lottie rang budi hen ay rat quan trong va thang bé sé “rat tiéc
vi khong dugce dy dam cuwdi cta c6”. Ly do thuyce thi la theo ké hoach cua t6i
sé khong c6 dam cu6i nao ca.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lottie nhin thay t6i, va vay tay dé t6i chu y. T6i vay lai, di dén cho con bé
vOi nu cuwoi vo toi. Toi dang di vao bai tap hgp ngwa véi vé on hoa, bo dai
crong gidu sau lwng. Toi la Thay Luyén C6 Dau. “Trong em dep qua!” Toi
o6m cham ldy Lottie khi dén cho con bé. “That tuyét lam sao! Mgt ngay hanh
phic!” Lottie li€c k§ mat t6i ma khéng néi gi, dieu do ching té td6i doan
ding: n6 dang & thé ty vé. Nhung t6i van mim cuwdi nhw khong hé nhan thay.

“Em c nghi chi khong hao hitng vu nay,” cudi cing n6 néi. “Gi ca?” Toi
gia bo kinh hoang. “Tat nhién chi c6 hao hitng chit! Chi chi bi ngac nhién qua
thoi. Nhung chi tin chac Ben la ngudi tuyét voi va hai nguwdi sé hanh phic
su6t nhiéu nhiéu nam.” T6i nin thd. N6 dang tha 16ng ngudi thiy ro. Bét canh
giac di roi. “Vang,” né néi. “Vang, tat nhién. O, chi ngbi di. Uéng sdm banh
nhé! Hoa ctia chi day.” N6 dua cho t6i mot b6 hong nhé. “O! Pep tuyét.”

NO rot reegu ra ly, va toi nang ly chic mirng. R6i t6i liéc dong ho. Con nam
muoi lam phit. T6i can bat tay vao chién dich can miii thoi.

“Vay ké hoach trang mat thé nao?” t6i binh than héi. “Chac em ciling chwa
kip dat cho & dau, gap thé co ma. Tiéc ghé. Trang mat la dip vo cung dac biét,
phai hoan hdo mdi dwgce. Gid ma em lui lai vai tuan nita thi chi da giip em
thu xép dwgc cho nao doé ly twong. Thye té la... hay ta lam thé di?” Toi dat
manh ly xuéng, nhu vira chot nghi ra mét y twong mé hon. “Lottie, chi em ta
hdy doi dam cuwdi lai mot ti teo théi va cung 1én ké hoach tuan trang mat hoan
hao cho em!”

“Khong phai lo dau,” Lottie hén hd dap. “Chiing em da thu xép xong tuan
trang mat hoan héo roi! T6i nay & khach san Savoy roi ngay mai di luén!”

“Thé ha?” T6i chuan bi san sang ché bai. “Thé cac em dinh di dau?”

“Bon em quay lai ddo Ikonos. Quay lai ché bon em gap nhau. Thé c6 tuyét
khong?”

“T6i nha nghi cho khach ba 16 nao day 4?” t6i trgn mat nhin n6. “Khong,
ding ngoc nghéch thé! T&i cai khach san hoanh trang ay! Amba 4ay. Cai
khach san bén thac nwdc dy. Khong phai chi tirng cé bai danh gia vé no roi
saon?”

Khi that. Amba thi con gi dé ché nita chit. N6 m&i mé ba nam ma ching
toi da viét bai nhan xét hai 1an roi - lan nao cling nam sao. P4y la noi dep
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nhat trong cd nhém ddo Cyclades va dugc bau chon la Dia Biém Trang Mat
Ly Twong hai nam lién tiép.

Méi d6 ma né da kip tré nén mau me r6i, phdi néi thyc nhw thé. Lic nao
1 Iwgt cac cdp sao kéo dén nghi véi tap chiHello! dén chup hinh, va né hoi
sa da vao thi truong “ trang mat” qud dang, theo y téi. Nhung du sao ddy van
la mét khach san tuyét voi & dang cdp thé gidi. Sé phai khé 1am méi thuyét
phuc dugc né doi y.

“Van dé duy nhat cia Amba la & ch6 em phai chon duwgc khu dep co.” T6i
au sau lac dau. “Dat voi nhu thé thi chac ho sé nhét em vao cai canh phu kinh
khting mét. O d6 khong c6 ndng, lai bc mui. Em sé thay kinh khiing 1dm.”
T6i bong twoi han 1én. “Chi nghi ra r6i! Cho vai tuan thoi, dé chi goi dién
nhg. Chi sé kiém dugc Phong Con Hau cho em, chac chan day. No6i that nhé,
Lottie, chi riéng cai giwong da da bo cong cho roi. Mot cai giwvong khong 16
vdéi vom thuy tinh bén trén nén em c6 thé nhin thay ca troi sao. Em phai &
ddy mdi duwgce.” Toi chia dién thoai ra. “Cé khi em nén goi Ben bdo muon
hoan lai, chi can vai tuan thoi...”

“Nhung ching em 1ay Phong Con Hau r6i!” Lottie twoi tinh ngat 10i toi.
“Pdt xong xubi ca r6i! Ching em 13y tron géi trang mat, c6 ca quan gia riéng
va moi ngay déu dugc dung spa, lai dwgc mot ngay di du thuyén nira!”

“H4&?” T6i tron mat nhin no, dién thoai buong thong trén tay. “Lam thé nao
vay?”

“Co nguoi huy cho!” N6 cudi twoi réi. “Ben stt dung dich vu khach hang
ddc biét nao day, nén ho dat cho. Thé c6 tuyét khong?”

“Qua tuyeét,” toi dap sau khi ngung mot chut. “Qua siéu.”

“Tkonos la chdén dac biét ctia bon em.” Gid thi n6 nd bitng nhw hoa. “Y em
la em biét n6 da bi pha hong hoan toan r6i. Hoi em & day, dén san bay con
chwa c6 nita kia, néi gi dén khach san 16n. Ching em phai di thuyén ra dé.
Nhung du sao thi cling nhv mot chuyén du hanh ngugce thdi gian dy. Em
mong ghe.”

Huéng nay khong di xa hon dwgc nita roi. Toi nhap sam banh, nghi that
ky. “Thé hém nay em c6 dat dugc Rolls-Royce kiéu c6 khong?” t6i chuyén
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bai khac. “Lic nao em ciing mudén duwgc ngbi trong mot chi€c Rolls-Royce
kiéu c6 vao ngay cudi cia minh ma.”

“Khong.” N6 nhun vai. “Bi bg cling dugc.”

“Thé thi té qua!” T6i lam vé mat hot hodng. “Gidc mo ctia em la dwgc di
Rolls-Royce. Chi can doi thém mot chit thoi la em kiém dwgc mot chiéc
ma.”

“Fliss.” Lottie mim cwdi diu dang vé trach moéc. “Chi khong thay la chi
hoi ndng can a? Quan trong la tinh yéu. La chon ngudi song chung sudt doi.
Ch khong phai la cai xe vé van nao day. Chi khong nghi thé a?”

“A tat nhién.” Téi khé khin cuoi dap. Thoi dugce, bé qua vu xe cd. Thi
cach khac nita vay. Vay u? Khong dugc. Chiéc vay né dang mac rat xinh.
Danh sach tang qua? Khong. N6 khong luy vat chat dén mic ay. “Thé thi...
dam cwédi c6 hat thanh ca khong?” cubi cung t6i héi. Im lang. Kha lau. Toi
nhin xody vao Lottie v&i tia hy vong chot dén. Mat n6 danh lai. “Khéng dwoc
phép,” cubi cung né dap, mat nhin xudng ly reegu. “Van phong cong ching ai
cho hat thanh ca.”

Puoc! Day r6i! “Khong cé thanh ca w?” Toi ap tay 1én miéng v6i vé kinh
hoang, ct nhu chwa hé biét diéu d6. “Nhung lam sao cwéi ma lai khong cé
thanh ca dwgc. Thé con “To6i thé véi nguwdi, to6 qudc 0i’? Lic nao em ciing
muon nghe bai hat ay trong dam cwdi ma.”

Lottie ¢ trong dan dong ca hoi ching t6i hoc ndi tri. N6 van thwong hat
don ca. Am nhac 1a mét phan quan trong trong doi né. L& ra toi nén danh nga
nay truéc.

“0. Cling khdng quan trong 1dm.” N6 thodng mim cudi - nhung vé mit da
thay d6i han. “Thé Ben nghi sao?” “Ben khong mdn ma lam vu thanh ca,” n6
dap sau mot chit im lang. Ben khong man ma lam vu thanh ca.

T6i mudn nhay cang lén. Day roi. Got chan Achilles cua né day roi. Toi da
tom dwge no trong tay. “Toi thé vdi nguwdi, td quoc oi,” toi bat dau khé hat.
“Moi diéu c6 trén mat dat.” “Thoi,” né noi, gan nhw gat. “Xin 16i.” Toi gio
tay té y hoi 16i. “Chi chi dang... nghi thanh tiéng théi. Theo chi thi trong dam
cwdi quan trong nhat 1a am nhac. Thit am nhac dep dé, tuyét voi.” Khong han
thé. Am nhac ching déng gid xu teng vé6i t6i, ma néu tinh y hon Lottie s&
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nhan ra ngay t6i dang tim cach kich dong né. Nhing né da nhin di cho khac,
dam chim trong suy twéng. C6 phai mat n6é dang mo di khong?

“Chi van thwong twdng twgng em quy triedc ban thd Chda, trong nha tho
xinh xan nao dé & vung nong thén, gitta tiéng duwong cam,” t6i lam t6i, té vé
suy tu. “Chi khong phdi & van phong cong chitng. Buon cwoi thé co chit.”

“U.” N6 con khong thém quay lai.

“Lalala-lala-lalala..” T6i van dang khé l1am nham giai diéu bai “T6i
thé vGi ngudi, td qudc di.” DI nhién t6i khong thudc 101, nhung biét giai diéu
la da r6i. Nhuw thé la da danh tring né.

Mat n6 dang mo di. OK, dén ltc ra don quyét dinh.

“Thoi khong sao!” To6i dit tiéng hat. “Quan trong la, day la ngay dac biét
cua em. Va ngay hom nay sé hoan hao thoi. Vui vé va nhanh gon. Khong phai
ngd ngan ma lam rum beng, nhac nhéo hay dan dong ca, hay chuéng giong
trén thap nha thd déng qué lam gi... Chi di vao roi di ra. Ky to gidy, ndi vai
cau, thé la xong. Suot doi,” toi thém. “Finito.”

T6i thay minh gan nhw tan nhan. M6i dwdi né dang run rat nhe.

“Em c6 nhd canh dam cuwéi trong The Sound of Music khong?” t6i n6i tiép
nhv tién miéng. “Khi Maria bwdc doc gido dudng trong tiéng hat ctia cac ni
tu va tdim mang 16n dai tung bay phia sau...”

bung qua da, Fliss.

To6i lang im nhdp sam banh, chd dgi. Mat Lottie dang chap chdi véi nhiéu
suy nghi. T6i nhw nhin thdy cudc dau tranh trong long né gitta lang man va
ham muoén. T6i nghi lang man dang dan chiém thé thwgng phong. Toi nghi
tiéng vi cam dang tau 16n hon tiéng trong rirng gia. Trong né c6 vé dang di
dén quyét dinh. Lam on di dang 16i, nao...

“Fliss...” NO nhin lén. “Fliss...”

T6i la Thay Luyén C6 Dau V6 Dich Thé Gidi. Khoi ban.

Khong cu cdi. Khong tranh luan. Lottie nghi viéc hodan dam cuwd6i la y dinh
ctia n6. Con tdi la nguwdi nang ndc, “Em cé chac khong, Lottie? Em c6 that tin
la minh mu6n hoan lai khéng? That ha?”
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To6i da lam no xiéu long trwdc birc tranh ddm cwdi & mién qué yén binh vai
am nhac, chuoéng khanh va dong ca. N6 da bat dau tra tén cha x1t & treong cii.
N6 da lo Ittng troi vao trong gidc mo mdi vdi xa tanh va hoa b6 va “Toi thé
v&i nguoi, to quoc oi”.

Nhu thé ciing tot. Pam cudi la mot s kién dé thwong. Hon nhan 1la mot sw
kién dé thuong. Cé thé Ben diing la hon phu trgi dinh cho né con t6i thi sé tw
véo minh khi né chao dén dita con tht muwdi ma ty héi, May cé vdn dé gi
vdy? Nhung it nhdt nhu thé nay né ciing cé khodng ngo'i nghi. It nhét né ciing
co thoi gian nhin Ben ma nght, Hirm. Sau muoi nam nita bén canh anh. Co
that la y hay khong? Lottie da di dén vdan phong cong chitng, bdo tin cho Ben.
Nhiém vu cta t6i dd xong. Cong viéc duy nhdt con lai la mua tap chi Cé6 ddu
cho né. Ngay mai chting tbi sé gdp nhau ca phé va ban tdn than tinh vé mang
che, va roi dén t6i, rét cudc toi sé dugc gdp Ben. Toi dang chd qua duong &
phé King, tham chiic mirng minh da xu& ly chuyén nay thdt thong minh, thi
chot bdat gdp mét khuén mdt quen quen. Cdi miii khodm. Téc den cdu thd.
Hoa hoéng cai khuyét do. Anh ta cao phdi dén ba mét va dang sdi budc trén
via hé bén kia duong, may cau lai dir ton nhu tdt cd nhitng nguoi cé ban than
la dai gia vira bi mdc bay mét mu dao mé quy quyét ma lai phdi di lam phu ré
cho chang ta. Giira lic di, béng hong trén do roi xuéng va anh ta phdi cui
xuong nhdt lén. Anh ta nhin né v&i dnh mat giét nguoi dén mitc tb6i muén phd
lén cuoi. Ha. Cit cho dén liic tbi ké véi anh ta xem. Tén anh ta la gi nhi? A
diing roi, Lorcan.

“Nay!” To6i vay tay roi rit khi anh ta di tiép. “Lorcan! Dgi da!” Anh ta di
nhanh qu4, t6i sé chang doi nao dudi kip. Anh ta dirng lai, quay minh vé nghi
ngo, va toi lai vay tay dé anh ta thay.

“Pang nay! To6i day! To6i can noéi chuyén véi anh!” T6i dgi anh ta sang
dwong, roi lai gan, vung vay bo hoa cam tay. “T6i la Fliss Graveney. Ching
ta vita n6i chuyén hom qua? Chi ctia Lottie ay?”

“A.” M3t anh ta hoi sang 1én, r6i trd lai vé nhan nho di dy dam cudi liuc
trwde. “T6i cho 1a chi dang di dén day ha?” Toi da quén cai giong trailer phim
ngd ngan ay roi. Du xem ra né cling d& ngé ngan hon khi khéng con la giong
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khong ngwdi vang dén tir bén kia dau day. Giong ay hgp véi khuon mat. Pen
va c6 phan dir doi.

“O), thye ra thi...” Téi khong tranh khéi ty man. “Téi khong di dén day, vi
dam cuwdi bi hiy r6i.” Anh ta trgn mét kinh ngac. “Y chi 1a sao?” “Huy roi.
Trwdc mat,” t6i ndi thém. “Lottie da dong y hoan dam cwdi.”

“Tai sao?” anh ta gang hoi. Trong anh ta day ngo vuc.

“Pé lo sao cho tai san ctia Ben dwoc dem dau tw cach nao d6 dé vo vét
hon,” t6i nhun vai. “R6 qua.”

Mat Lorcan thoang vé titc cuoi. “Dugc roi. Dang doi toi. Chuyén gi xdy ra
thé? Sao co6 ta lai hoan?” “T6i thuyét phuc né bé day,” t6i kiéu hanh dap.
“T6i hiéu em toi, va toi hiéu sttc manh ctia sy béng gié. Ching t6i tro chuyén
xong thi n6 déi y muodn t6 chivrcmot dam cwdi lang man trong nha thd da nho
¢ lang qué. Vi thé n6 muon hoan. Con ly do cta tdi la: néu lui lai, it nhat
chiing né ciing c6 thoi gian xem thir c6 hop nhau khong.” “A, ta on Chiia.”
Lorcan thd ra va dwa tay vo téc. Cudi cung anh ta cling b6t xu 16ng; cudi
cung may anh ta cling dan ra. “Tinh trang Ben bady gid khong thé cudi xin gi
dwgc. That la dién khung.”

“Nham nhi,” t6i dong y. “Pién.” “Y dinh ngu ngéc chua tirng c6. Khong,
toi doi y r6i.” To6i nhin xuéng ngwoi minh. Chui dau vao vay phu dau tia méi
la y dinh ngu ng6c nhat tran doi.” “Toi nghi trong chi kha dwgce.” Mat anh ta
lai phang phat nét hai hwdc. Anh ta li€c dong ho. “To6i nén lam gi bay gio?
Pang ra lic nay t6i phai gap Ben ¢ van phong cong chitng.” “T6i nghi ching
ta nén tranh xa ra.” “bong y.”

Ngung mot luc. That ky quai, dirng ¢ goc dwong an mdc diém dada ma lai
khong dinh di dén dam cwéi nao. Toi ling ting man mé bé hoa, tw hdi c6 nén
quang vao sot rac khong. N6 c6 vé khong hgp cho. “Chi mudn lam mét ly
khong?” Lorcan dot ngot no6i. “Toi thady mudn lam mét ly.” “Toi thdy mudn
lam sau ly,” t6i dap tra. “Phai n6i la hét hoi, cai viéc thuyét phuc ngwoi khac
boé dam cugi ay.” “OK. Ta di thoi.”

Mot ngudi quyét dinh mau man. T6i thich thé. Anh ta dwa t6i vao mot con
pho nho, vé phia quan rwgu c6 mai bat ké soc va ban ghé kiéu Phap.
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“Nay, thé em géi chi da hay that ro6i day ha?” Lorcan ditng sitng lai truwéc
ctra. “Chung ta sé khong phai nhan tin nhan cau kinh nao dai loai sao gio nay
con chua tGi day chit?” “Lottie khong nhan gi.” To6i xem dién thoai. “N6 kha
quyét tam huy. T6i tin 1a n6 noi r6i.” “Ben ciing khong thay.” Lorcan dang
nhinvao cai BlackBerry. “T6i nghi chiing ta duwgc gidi phong r6i.” Anh ta dan
toi ra ban goc phong r6i md thyc don do uong. “Chi muén udéng vang
khong?” “T6i mudn mot coc gin pha tonic that 16n.”

“Cling xing cong.” Anh ta lai cwdi cai nu cudoi thodng qua. “T6i sé udng
cung.” Anh ta goi do, tat dién thoai, nhét vao tii. Mot nguoi biét cat dién
thoai khi ra ngoai. Cai do toi cting thich.

“Vay thi vi sao Ben lai khong nén két hon vao thoi diém nay?” toi héi.
“Ma thue ra thi cau Ben nay la ai? Cho toi biét vdi.”

“Ben a.” Mat Lorcan nhan lai nhw khong biét bat dau tir dau. “Ben, Ben,
Ben.” Im lang héi lau. Anh ta da quén mat ban than cta minh la nguoi thé
nao u? “Anh ay rat... sang lang. Sang tao. Rat hita hen.”

Nghe giong anh ta cang thang va gia tao dén mic t6i khong thé khong trd
mat. “Anh c6 biét la nghe giong anh c* nhw dang néi, ‘Anh dy wa giét nguoi
bang riu’ khong.”

“Pau c6.” Lorcan c6 vé giat minh.

“Co day. T6i chwa bao gio thay ai trong u am hon thé trong lic dang nghi
cach quang cédo ban minh.” T6i chuyén qua giong dwa ma. ““Anh dy sang
lang. Anh dy rat sang tao. Anh ay giét nguwdi khi ho ngt. Bang nhitng cach rat
sang tao.’”

“Troi oi! Chang 1€ lic nao chi cling...” Lorcan dirng 16i va thé dai. “OK.
Toi nghi la t6i chi dang c6 bao vé anh ay. Ben dang & trong mot tinh thé kho
khan. Cha anh dy thi mat roi. Twong lai cta cong ty khong biét di vé dau, va
lic nay anh ay can ra quyét dinh cho titng duwong di nwdc budc. Vé ban chat
anh 4y la m6t nguwdi wa danh cudc nhuwng lai thiéu 6c suy xét. N6i chung la
kh6 cho anh ay. Anh dy dang roi vao mot vu khing hoadng trung nién dén
s6m, toi nghi vay.”

Khung hodng trung nién dén sém? Tuyét voi. Qua thich hgp cho Lottie.
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“Vay la khong phdi &ng ctr vién lam chong?” T6i noéi, va Lorcan khit mi.

“Co6 thé la sau nay. Khi nao anh &y tinh lai da. Thang trwdc anh ay vira
mua mot can nha go & Montana. Ro6i thi anh dy dinh mua thuyén buém dua.
ROi tredc do nita thi vung tién vao mod td6 c6. Tuan sau sé la mot vu dién
khung gi khac. T6i doan la anh ay chang duy tri h6n nhan n6i nam phut dau.
T6i chi so em chi sé la bén bi hai.”

Tim t6i chét lang. “Vay thi on Chua la da hoan roi.”

“Chi da lam dwoc viéc tot lam.” Anh ta gat dau. “Ma nhat la vi chiing t6i
con can Ben & day. Khong thé dé anh 4y mat tich lan nita dugc.”

T6i nheo tit mat 1ai. “Anh néi ‘mat tich lan nita’ la sao?”

Lorcan thé dai. “Anh ay ti'ng mat tich mot 1an réi. H6i cha anh ay om.
Bién mat muoi ngdy trdi. Am 1 kinh khing. Ching t6i goi canh sat, da thi
nita. R6i anh ay xuat hién. Khong xin 16i, chang giai thich. Dén hom nay t6i
cling khong hiéu anh 4y da di dau.”

Rugu dén, Lorcan nang coc. “Chic mirng dam cwéi bi hiy bo.”

“Dam cuwdi bi huy bé.” T6i cling nang coc, udng mot ngum gin va tonic
ngon tuyét tran, roi trd lai dé tai Ben. “Vay lam sao ma anh ta lai khung
hoang?”

Lorcan ngan ngtt, c nhw khong mudén phan lai ban minh. “Néi di,” toi
giuc. “Suy cho cung t6i gan nhw la ho hang cda anh ta con gi.” “Ciing dung.”
Anh ta nhin vai. “T6i quen Ben tir h6i muwdi ba tudi. Ching téi hoc cung
trrong. BO me t6i lam viéc & Singapore, t6i chang cé nguwdi than nao khac.
T6i dén ¢ cing Ben mat hai lan vao cac dip 1€, r6i trd thanh ban cta gia dinh.
Cha Ben v@i t0i c6 chung dam meé di bo duong dai.” Anh ta dung lai, hoi bop
nhe ngoén tay quanh miéng céc. “Ben thi khong bao gio di chung. Khong
quan tam. Va anh 4y ciling chang bao gio mudn biét gi vé cong ty cua gia
dinh. Anh ay chi thdy ddy la mot nguon ap luc khong 16. Ai cling nghi anh sé
vé lam cho cha khi t6t nghiép, nhung ddy 1a viéc anh ghét nhat.”

“Thé lam sao anh lai lam & day?”

“To6i mdi vao vai nam trede.” Lorcan hoi mim cuoi la la. “Toi dang gap
phai mdy van dé... cd nhan. T6i muén di khoi London, nén tGi ¢ cung cha
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Ben trén Staffordshire. Dau tién t6i chi dinh nghi vai ngay & day, ra ngoai di
bd, cho nhe dau. Nhung dan da t6i tham gia vao viéc cia cong ty. T do t6i
chwa hé nghi.”

“Staffordshire a?” t6i kinh ngac héi. “Thé khong phai anh séng & London
uw?”

“Chung t6i c6 van phong & London, tat nhién.” Anh ta nhin vai. “T6i di di
lai lai gitta hai bén, nhung & trén do6 thich hon. Phong canh rat dep. Cac nha
may gidy dat trong mot dién trang nong thon. Van phong & khu nha chinh,
khu nha ¢. Nha duwgc xép hang A béo ton day. Chi c6 xem bd Highton Hall
trén BBC khong?” anh ta thém. “Nha chung t6i ddy. Ho quay mat tdm tuan.
Ciing dem lai cho chiing toi it tién.”

“Highton Hall?” T6i tron mét nhin anh ta. “O. Chd d6 dep kinh khting. Va
rong kinh khung nita!”

Lorcan gat dau. “Rat nhiéu cong nhan séng & cac nha con trong dién trang.
Ching t6i c6 m@ tour tham quan nha chinh, cac nha mday, mién rirng xung
quanh, chay cac dy an bao ton trong vung... Kha dac biét.” Mat anh ta lap
lanh.

“Phéi.” T6i dang c6 tiéu hoa thong tin. “Vay la anh chuyén sang lam viéc
cho cong ty - nhung Ben thi khong thich?”

“Khong, cho dén khi cha anh &y 6m va anh ay phai doi mat véi thuc té, la
anh ay sé thira ké chén nay,” Lorcan néi thang. “Trudc do thi anh dy tim da
cach tron tranh. Anh dy di hoc lam dién vién, anh ay th® dién hai trwéc cong
ching...”

“Vay dung la anh ta!” T6i dat bop coc regu xudng. “Toi da tim anh ta trén
Google va chi thady nhan xét vé kha nang tdu hai. Nhan xét rat dd. Anh ta kém
dén thé a?”

Lorcan dung dwa coc, nhin cham cham may vién da con lai. “Anh c néi.”
T6i ha giong. “T6i khong bdo ai dau. Anh ta té hai lam ha?” Lorcan khong
dap. O, tat nhién r6i. Anh ta khong muén néi xau ban than ctia minh. T6i t6n
trong chuyén do.
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“Puogc roi,” toi n6i sau mot phut suy nghi. “Chi can trd 16i mot cau nay
thoi. Néu t6i gap anh ta, va anh ta ké chuyén cuoi, liéu téi cé phai gia vo thay
buén cwoi khong?” “Hay dé phong khi nao anh dy bat dau két t6i do bo.”
Cudi cung Lorcanciing ngang 1én, miéng giat giat. “Va nhé cuwoi. Néu khong
anh dy sé byc minh.”

“Po bo.” Toi lru y trong dau. “OK. Cam on da bao trwdc. Vay co cai gi
dang khen vé anh chang nay khong?”

“0.” Lorcan c6 vé giat minh. “C6 ch! Khi nao Ben dang phan chan thi,
tin to6i di, chang c6 ai lam bau ban vui hon anh ay dau. Anh ay rat dé thuong.
Anh ay rat hai huwéc. Toi c6 thé hiéu lam sao em chi lai mé anh ay. Khi nao
gdp anh 4y, chi cling sé hiéu.”

To6i lai uéng thém mot ngum. Toi cling bat dau dan ra. “Cha, cling c6 thé
anh ta sé thanh em ré t6i. Nhung it nhat thi chuyén ay cling khong xay ra hém
nay. Nhiém vu hoan thanh.”

“To6i sé noi chuyén vGi Ben sau.” Lorcan gat dau. “Pé tin chac anh ay
khong vieéng phai y twdng ngoc nghéch nao nita.”

Ngay lap titrc t6i thdy cdu kinh. T6i vira bdo “Nhiém vu hoan thanh”,
khong phai sao?

“Anh khong can néi chuyén véi Ben,” t6i 1é do dap. “To6i da xi 1y xong ca
r6i. Gio thi khéng c6 chuyén Lottie sé v0i vang cuwdi xin gi nita. T6i thi sé dé
ho yén.”

“Khong hai gi dau.” Trong anh ta khong c6 vé chun buéc. “Dé cling c6 lai
quyét dinh thoi.”

“Co hai cht!” T6i dap sam coc reegu xuong. “Pirng cing c6 cai gi hét! Toi
da mat ntra tiéng tim cach khién Lottie nghi lti ddm cwéi lai 1a y dinh cua né.
Toi rat tinh vi. T6i rat can than. T6i khong nhao vao dé... dé giang mo6t don
bua ta.”

Nét mat anh ta khong dong day mady may. Pay ro 1a mot ké cuéng kiém
soat. Nhung toi cling thé. Va day la em gai toi.

“Pirng noi chuyén vdi Ben,” t6i ra 1énh. “Dé dé di. Nhe nhang ti€p can at
sé thanh cong.”
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Ngung mot lic - r6i Lorcan nhtin vai va can coc, khong tra 10i. T6i doan la
anh ta biét t6i ndi ding, nhung khong muon thtra nhan. T6i cling udéng not
cdc gin pha tonic, r6i dgi mot khac, gan nhw nin thd. T6i dang hy vong anh ta
deé nghi uéng coc nita - t6i nhan ra vay. Cho doi t6i lic nay chi la mét can nha
trong. Khong c6 gi dé lam. Khong ké hoach. Ma thyc tinh 1a, t6i thich dugc
ngoi day, co cwa véi ga haoi hoi dit déi qua, hoi hoi xau tinh qua nay.

“Coc nita khong?” Anh ta nhin vao mat t6i, va td6i cam thay tinh thé doi
bén da thay doi chut it. Coc dau tién coi nhw dau cham cho toan bo vu viéc.
DPay la két luan. Pay la lich sy v6i nhau. Con day thi khéng chi 1a lich sy.

“Dong y.” “Van thé?”

T6i gat dau, nhin anh ta vay boi ban va goi. Tay dep. Quai ham khde.
Phong thai van tat khong voi vang. Anh ta dang gia hon nhiéu nhitng gi thé
hién trén website.

“Anh trén website ctia anh trong rat kinh khiing,” t6i dot ngdt néi, khi boi
ban da di. “D& té. Anh c6 biét khong?”

“0.” Lorcan nhwéng may, c6 vé bat ngd. “Chij thang thdn nhi. May toi
khong phdi nguoi ty cao.”

“Pay khong phai chuyén ty cao.” Toi lac dau. “Khong phai ngoai doi
trong anh kha hon. Chi 1a tinh cach cta anh kha hon. T6i nhin thdy & anh mot
nguoi biét danh thoi gian cho ké khac. Mot ngudi biét cat dién thoai khi ra
ngoai. Biét lang nghe. Anh ciing kha dé thwong. Theo kiéu cta anh.”

“Theo kiéu cua t6i.” Anh ta bat cwdi vé khong tin.

“Nhung dnh cta anh thi khong néi thé.” T6i 1o di. “Trong anh, anh nhan
nho6. Anh dang phat tin hiéu: May la dita quai nao? May nhin céi gi thé? Tao
khong co6 thoi gian ranh cho may.”

“Chi doc ra tirng ay thit tr mot cai anh trén website a?”

“Toi sé doan la anh chi danh chitng nam phut cho thg anh va cau nhau
suot nam phut ay va ng6 dién thoai gitta mo6i ci bam mdy. Khong hay.”
Lorcan c6 vé diéng nguoi, va toi nghi c6 phai minh da di qua xa réi khong.
ta.
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OK, tat nhién la toi vira di qua xa. T6i con chwa quen, ma da ché bai anh
anh

“Xin 10i,” t6i tim cach chita. “D6i khi t6i kha... s6.” “Thé co day.” “Anh
ct viéc so lai.” Toi khong nhin di. “T6i khong gian dau.”

“Puogc thoi,” Lorcan khong ngan ngtr mot gidy. “Chi mac do phu dau trong
rat xau.” Khong muén nhung toi cling thdy bi cham noc. T6i khong nghi 1a
no lai xau dén thé.

“Luc ndy anh vira n6i trong t6i cling dwgc ma,” toi trd don. “To6i no6i doi
ddy. Chi trong nhuw mot cai keo gom hoa qua.” T6i nghi chac minh da ty ruéc
vao minh.

“Htr. OK. C6 thé toi trong nhw cai keo gom hoa qua.” T6i khong kim noi
da xody them phat nita. “Nhuwng it ra toi cling khong trung cai anh minh trong
nhuv cai keo gom hoa qua lén trang chu.”

Nguoi boi dat xuong thém hai cdc gin pha tonic, téi cam phan minh 1én,
cam thay da hang mau sau man déi dap vira xong. Va t6i con nghi lam sao
ching t6i lai di xa dé dén thé. Co 1é nén quay lai v6i chu dé tredc mat. “Ma
anh da nghe vé chinh sach an kiéng trudc kéng ctia Lottie va Ben chwa?” t6i
héi. “Nghe c6 ngé ngan khong chi?” “Ben c6 nhac gi d6. T6i twdng anh ay
dua.” “Khong dua dau. Hai nguwdi d6 dang dgi dém tan hon.” Toi lac dau.
“Néu anh muodn biét quan diém cua t6i thi that vo trach nhiém mdéi di 1ay ai
dé trong khi chwa ngti v&i ho. Nhuw thé chi dé ruwdc va vao than!” “Y hay day
cht,” Lorcan nhtn vai. “Rat c6 dién.” Toi hdp mot ngum that to. Toi dang
can xa ra hét nhitng suy nghi cia minh vé y twéng ngd ngan dy, ma Noah thi
khong thé nao la doi twgng thich hgp. “Gia thiét cta t6i 1a,” toi cti ngudi tdi
tredc, “chuyén do da lam léch lac nhan thitc cta ca hai. Tat ca chuyén nay chi
la vi sex. Lottie lac 16i vi ham mu6n. N6 cang doi lau thi cang khé nghi cho
ra 18. Y t6i 13, to6i hiéu chuyén ndy. T6i tin 1 anh chang kia rat hap dan con né
thi mu6én nhdy b6 vao anh ta. Nhung né cé can phai ldy anh ta vi thé hay
khong?” “Hoi méo md.” Lorcan gat dau.

“Dé chinh 1a diéu t6i nghi! Ca hai chi can Ién giwong la xong. Nam i mét
tuan cting dugc. Mot thang néu muén! Huedng thu chan ché di. R6i hdy xem
c6 nén 1ay nhau khong.” Téi lai néc mot coc dai twéng. “Y tdi 13, anh khong
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can phai giao ndp ca doi anh chi vi muon sex...” To6i ngung lai vi m6t y nghi
chgt dén. “Anh c6 vg chuwa?”

“Pa ly hon.” “Toi cling vay. Pa ly hon. Thé day. Nén ta hiéu.” “Hiéu cai
gi?”

“Sex.” T6i nhan ra diéu do nghe khong on. “Hon nhan,” t6i chira lai.
Lorcan nghi mot phat, nhap rwgu. “T6i cang nghi lai vé may nam vira qua,”
anh ta cham rai n6i, “cang c6 cam giac minh khong hiéu gi vé hon nhan. Sex
thi lai khac, t6i hy vong minh da thanh chuyén gia.” Gin da boc 1én dau t6i.
Toi cdm thay né dang réo inh 6éi, ngi long lwdi t6i. “Toi tin 1a thé,” to6i nghe
thdy minh néi. Khong khi hinh nhw dac lai trong im lang. Mudn mang r6i, toi
nhan ra minh vira bAo mdt nguwdi hoan toan xa la rang minh tin la anh ta rat
gioi giwong chiéu. C6 can chira lai khong? Hay cai chinh bang cach nao
khac?

Khéng. Bo qua di. T6i ngd nghiéng tim dé tai nao an toan hon, nhung
Lorcan lai la nguwdi noi tiép.

“Vi ching ta dang n6i thang vGi nhau - chi nghi thé nao? Vu ly hon ay?
Hoan toan la mot con ac mong phai khong?”

Toi c6 nghi vu ly hon ctia minh 1a con ac mong khong v? Toi m& miéng,
hit vao mot hoi that sau, tay tw dong so 1én cai USB trén c6. Roi toi dirng lai.
Khong dugc chua chat, Fliss. Khong dugce chua chat. Phai ngot ngao. Phai
nghi vé keo bong, banh ngot, hoa, ctru non bong xu, Julie Andrews... “0, anh
biét day.” T6i nd mot nu cwoi dwong mat. “boi dy ma.” “Bao 1au r6i?”

“Van dang tiép dién.” Nu cwoi nd rong hon. “Sé xong sdm thoi.” “Ma chi
van cuoi duge a?” Anh ta c6 vé khong tin noi. “Toi thich nhin doi véi con
mat thién.” To6i gat dau vai cai. “Binh tinh, cho qua. Nhin vao khia canh twoi
sang. Pirng khw khy 6m 1dy né.” “O.” Mét Lorcan md to. “That an twong day.
T6i thi bon nam r6i. Van con ton thwong.” “That dang tiéc,” t6i co thot 1én.
“Toi nghiép anh.”

Nu cwoi gia tao sap lam t6i phat dién. T6i chi mudn hoéi anh ta vi sao anh
ta van con ton thwong va chuyén gi da xay ra va ching t6i c6 nén so sanh
xem nguoi cli cda ai khon nan hon hay khong? Toi them dén tuyét vong dwoc
tho 16 tirng chi tiét nhé va no6i khong ngirng vé chuyén do tdi khi dwgc nghe
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anh ta két ludn ciu t6i van théem nghe, rang t6i ding tuyét doi con Daniel sai
toét. Ma, tat nhién, day la ly do Barnaby mang mo t6i. Cau ta ldc nao cling
dung. Do déu.

“Thé. O. Tdi ra goi thém nhé?” Tdi cAm tdi va voi va 16i vi ra. A. Ding.
Cai vi doc ngugc khi bi rit ra va di theo né 1a bo swu tdp Durex du loai cta
toi. C6 gan thém phan thich thd roi ngay trén ban, mét vi Pleasuremax dap
tring coc cta Lorcan, lam rwgu ban 1én mat. Mot chiéc Fetherlite ha canh
trén bat hat dé gitta ban.

“Qi!” T6i voi vang thu nhit lai. “Ddy khong phai 1a... Bdy 1a cho bai tap &
treong cua con toi.”

“A.” Lorcan gat dau, lich sy nhit cai Pleasuremax khéi ly rwgu roi dua toi.
“Con cua chi bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“Bay.”

“Bay?” Trong mat anh ta choang vang.

“PAay la vi... Chuyén dai 1am.” T6i nhan mat khi anh ta dwa cho t6i cai bao
dinh day rwgu. “Dé t6i goi cho anh c6c khac. T6i xin 16i.” Tay toi da tw dong
lay gidy an tham kho cai Pleasuremax. “T6i thi sé vitt lu6n cai do6 di,” Lorcan
noi. “Trir khi chi can khan cdp lam.” T6i ngwdc voi 1én. Trong mat anh ta van
than nhién nhung sac giong anh ta c6 gi d6 khién t6i mudn pha lén cuoi.
“Khong sao,” t6i doi dap. “Khong nén lang phi.” T6i nhét lai vao tui.
“Motcoc nita nhé? Ma khong bo thém dung cu ngtra thai?”

“Dé toi goi.” Anh ta dua ra sau, nghiéng ghé vay boi ban, va toi thady minh
dang dwa mat chay doc co thé dai va déo dai cua anh ta. T6i khong hiéu la do
rwou, hay do con rung minh ti Itic bdo chac anh ta giéi giwong chiéu, hay do
toan bo tinh huéng dién r6 nay, nhung t6i dang hoi bi thoi mién. To6i dang do
minh trén ngwoi anh ta trong dau. Tirng chat mot. Ban tay kia dat trén da t6i
sé ra sao? Toc anh ta giita nhitng ngon tay t6i sé thé nao? Cam anh ta l6m
chém rau, rat tuyét. Toi thich co xat. Toi thich tée Itra. Chinh day la cai toi
dang cam thay giita hai ching t6i. Tée lra day hap dan.

T6i doan anh ta sé cham rai va quyét doan trén givong. Tap trung. Hanh
XU vdi sex cling nghiém tic nhw viéc sira chita doi song ai tinh ctia ban minh.
Toi vira n6i la doan a? T6i dang tw thuyét phuc minh céi gi vay? Trong lic
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day thang lai ghé, Lorcan nhin t6i va mi mat hoi rung. Anh ta cting dang nghi
chuyén gi d6. Mat anh ta liéc vé phia chan t6i va t6i tién thé doi tw thé ngoi
cho vay tut 1én cao hon. T6i c4 1a anh ta thich can. Khong hiéu tai sao. Chi la
ban nang mach béo théi. Toi khéng biét néi gi nita. Trong dau t6i khong con
nghi ra chuyén gi vui vé cd. Minh mu6n uéng thém hai coc nita, td6i quyét
dinh. Hai coc la da. Va r6i... “Thé.” Toi pha vo im lang. “Thé.” Lorcan gat
dau, roi tién miéng noi tiép, “Vay chi cé phai vé vdi con khong?” “H6m nay
thi khong. N6 ng & nha ban.” Va gid thi anh ta dang nhin thang vao t6i con
hong t6i bong nghen lai vi ham muén. Lau lam r6i. Lau qua r6i. Tat nhién
dirng hong toi thu nhan diéu dé véi anh ta. Néu anh ta héi, tdi sé than nhién
n6i, O, toi vira cat dit mot méi quan hé ching di dén dau. Dé dang. Binh
thuwong. Chit khong phai: T6i c6 don qud, cang thang qud, téi dang thém dién
1én dwgc, khong chi sex ma con cd cdm giac dung cham va gan giii, cdm giac
c6 mot nguwdi khac & bén minh, 6m 1ay minh, du chi mot dém hay nita dém
hay mot khoang dém thoi cling dugc.

Pay la diéu t6i khong dinh noi.

MGt c6 phuc vu xuat hién, mang theo hai ly regu mdéi. Co ta dat xudng roi
ngim nhin b6 hoa ctia t6i, va khuyét 4o cai hoa ctia Lorcan. “O! Anh chj sép
két hon day a?” Téi khong tranh duwgce lién cudi pha 1én. Cau héi khong ding
cho nhat quadat. “Khong. Khong. Khong hé.”

“Tuyét doi khong.” Lorcan khang dinh. “Chi l1a vi ching t6i dang cé
chwong trinh giam gia sdm banh dac biét cho tiéc cuwdi,” c6 ta van kién nhan.
“Chang t0i ti€p rat nhiéu khach dv tiéc cwédi, vi van phong cong chitng &
ngay gan day. Co dau chu ré cé sap t6i cung khong?” “Thurc té thi, ching t6i
theo cht nghia phan d6i hon nhéan,” t6i néi. “Khau hiéu ctia chiing t6i la: lam
tinh chtt khong lam t0i.”

“Nao an mtrng khau hiéu dé.” Lorcan nang coc, mat 1ap lanh. C6 phuc vu
nhin Lorcan roi nhin t6i, cudi khong hiéu r6i rit lui. Toi udng chirng nira coc.
Pau t6i dang vang vat chiéng biéng va con thém muén lai ap dén. T6i dang
hinh dung méi anh ta dit trén méi tdi, tay anh ta 16t vay téi... Oi troi oi. Tinh
lai di Fliss. Anh ta chdc han dang hinh dung chuyén xe vé nha. T6i nhin di
ch6é khac va khudy coc, kéo dai thoi gian. T6i khong bao gio chiu noi cai
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khodng bat dinh nay khi gap dan 6ng, khong biét dién bién tiép theo thé nao.
Buoi hen cuda ta dang nhic nhac bo 1én theo dwdong ray tau lwon siéu toc. Ta
biét ta da di xa dén dau, nhung khong biét ngwoi kia di xa dén dau, tham chi
c6 di cung minh khong. Cé thé trong dau anh ta da di vé huwdng khac. Toi
ngoi day, da hinh dung téi qua ntra tw thé s6 53 nhung rat c6 thé anh ta sap
néi 16i chao lich sy r6i ditng day ra vé nha. “Chi c6 mudn di dau khac
khong?” Lorcan bat chot ndi, va bung t6i chon ron vi hoi hop. Di dau khac w.
La di dau? “Thé ciling hay, dong y.” To6i budc minh té ra hd hitng va lanh
dam. “Di cho nao?” Anh ta cau may dir doi, cam que khudy tan cong may cuc
da, ct nhw khong ro phdi bat dau tr dau mdi gidi ma dwgc cau héi rat phitc
tap va sau sac nay. “Chuing ta c6 thé di an,” cudi cung anh ta n6i, khong may
hao hitng. “Sushi chang han. Hoac la...”

“Hodc la c6 thé khong an.” Anh ta nhin 1én, cudi cung ciing thoi dé phong,
va t0i thdy minh run 1én thich thi. Trong anh ta hét nhw hinh dnh phan chiéu
ctia tdi. Anh mét day vé déi khat. Ham muén dién cuéng. Anh ta dang muén
ngau nghién cai gi do, va téi khong nghi la sushi.

“Ciling dugc day,” anh ta n6i, mat lai danh xudng chan to6i. R6 rang la tip
dan 6ng mé cang chan roi. “Thé thi... anh séng & dau?” t6i bang quo hoi, ct
nhw dang hoi mot cau khong heé lién quan.

“Cling gan day thoi.”

Gio thi mat anh ta da dan vao t6i. OK, chuing t6i 1én t&i dinh roi. Cung véi
nhau. T6i da nhin thdy quang canh trdi rong phia trwdc. Toi khong kim noi
mot nu cwdi phan khich. Cho dgi ching t6i 1a mot dém tuyét voi.
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Chuvong 7
%

T6i da gan tinh hin. T6i nghi thé. Oi trdi oi. Pau dau kinh. Bao nhiéu suy
nghi trong dau. No6i gi trdc nhi? Ca déng cam giac dang chen chic trong dau
toi thanh mot vét loang loang. Va nhitng chdp sang bat chot: nhitng ky tc
manh liét, sitng s6t nhw nhitng cu vat chanh. Anh ta. T6i. Trén. DuGi. Dot
nhién t6i nhan ra minh dang tham 1dm nham lai cudn sach tranh cii ctia Noah,
Vui hoc vé sy trai ngwoc. Trong. Ngoai. Day. Dé.

Nhung gio thi cudc vui tan roi. Chac troi da sang, néu tin vao thit anh sang
dang chéi sau mi mat. Téi dang nam, mét chan gac ra ngoai chan, con chuwa
c6 can ddm m& mét. Anh ta. T6i. Liic do. Bay gio. Oi troi oi, bay gio.

Tai ti hi mdt bén mét, hitng ddy mot mau be ciia vé chin. A. Tdi nhé dém
qua c6 mot cai chan 16ng vit mau be. C6 vé ba vo cii da 1ay sach do bong Ai
Cap cta Coéng Ty Trang lam anh ta phdi chay qua hang Chan Ga Cho Ban
Ong B6 Vg & gan nhat. Dau t6i con ong ong, va sau mot thodng mau be bét
dau nhdp nhoadng trvdc mat. Nén t6i nham mat va lai lan ra nam ngtra. Lau
lam r6i t6i mai lai lam tinh. Lau lammmm r6i. T6i da quén hét tha tuc cda
cac cudc tinh mot dém. Hon nhau nguwong ngung a? Lay so dién thoai? Ca
phé?

Ca phé. Ca phé dugc day.

“Chao budi sang.” Giong noi rén vang ctia anh ta rot cudc ciing 16i toi vé
hién thyc. Anh ta & day. Trong can phong nay.

“0. 0.” T6i chong khuyu tay nhém 1én, tim cach tri hodn, voi vang dui
mat cho tinh. “Xin chao.”

Xin chao. Tam biét.
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Thu voi chan quanh ngudi, t6i ngdi day, c6 mim cwdi du mat citng do.
Lorcan da dong bo com lé ca vat day du, tay chia ca. T6i chép mat nhin anh
ta mot lac, ¢6 hinh dung anh chang sang nay vdi anh chang dém qua. Chang
18 mot phan trong nhitng chuyén nay la do t6i mo thay?

“Tra khong?” Cai ca vé soc trong that ré tién. Mua tir hang Chén Bat Cho
Pan Ong Bé Vg, chic vay. “Oi.” T6i nhian mat. “Xin 16i. Dirng pha tra. Nudc
loc 1a dugc r6i.”

“Ca phé?” “Co ca phé thi tuyét. Nha tam nita dwgc khéng?”

Quan 4o sach nita. M¢ tai liéu td6i dé quén ¢ nha va bd qua tang Molton
Brown cho sinh nhat Elise nita... Pau 6c toi bat dau canh cach chay tré lai.
Pay thuc sy khong phai la quyét dinh khon ngoan. T6i sé phéi chay vu vé
nha, hoan cudc phéng van qua dién thoai ltic chin gid sang... T6i ngé quanh
tim dién thoai. T6i phai goi t6i nha Sebastian dé chao Noah.

Anh mét t6i roi xuéng cai vdy phu dau mau tim. Thoi roi. “Phong tim
dang nay.” Lorcan chi ra ctra.

“Cam on anh.” T6i vo chan 1én tim cdch quan quanh minh sao cho that
thanh lich, nhw c6 dién vién déng canh giwong chiéu trén bo phim sitcom nao
ddy, nhung cai chan nang dén noi trong toi ¢t nhuw dang ¢ tim cach mac mot
con gau Bac cuc vao nguoi. Loay hoay mdt hoi t6i cling 16i duge né khoi
giwong, buwdc téi mot buwde va 1ap tirc nga oach, dam thang vao céi ban va dap
mot cu troi giang vao khuyu tay. “O4i!” “Ao choang ngt nhé?” Anh ta chiara
mot chiéc do choang dat tién c6 hoa tiét kiéu Ba Tw. Chéc ba vo khong cuém
dugc thi dé.

Tb6i ngan nglr mdt chéc. Y twdng mic 4o choang ngl cta anh ta ¢ vé hoi
sén. Nhu kiéu Gio thi em sé mdc cdi do so mi rong thung thinh ctia anh dé
hai cdnh tay do Gu yém cham vao nhitng ngoén tay. Nhung t6i khong c6 luya
chon nao khac.

“Cam on anh.” Anh ta lich st nhin di cho khac, nhw mé6t nha tri liéu mat
xa & spa - nghia la hoan toan khong can thiét, vi cé gi thi anh ta cling da thay
hét r6i - va tbi chui vao do. “T6i c6 cam twdng chi la nguwdi kén ca phé.” Anh
ta nhuéng may. “Phai khong?” Toi mé moém dinh cai, “Oi khong, tdi uéng gi
chang dwogc!” Ro6i dirng lai. Toi dung ngudi kén ca phé that. Chwa ké t6i con
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dang vang vat sau mét dém say. Ma, thu that 1a, t6i tha khong cé ca phé uong
con hon phdi uéng thit nwéc dang buon nao day.

“Dai loai thé. Nhung khong sao dau. Toi sé tam trong hai gidy ro6i chuon
ngay khoi day...”. “Dé to6i di mua.”

“Thoi!”

“Mat hai gidy thoi. Bang thoi gian chi tam.”

Anh ta bién mat, con t6i bat dau nhin quanh tim ti xach. Trong tdi c6 ban
chai t6c. V6i it kem boi tay, dung thay sita dwdng am ciing duwgc. Trong lic
danh mat quanh phong, t6i nhan ra minh dang ty hoi minh c6 thich anh ta
khong. C6 bao gio minh gap lai anh ta nita khong. C6 tir vu nay dan dén... cai
gi do6 hay khong?

Khong phai cai gi do ngiém tic dau. Toi con dang chwa ly di xong, co
khuing méi nhdy luon vao mét moi quan hé méi. Nhung dém qua rat tuyét.
K& cé néu t6i chi nhé lai duwgce chinh xac mot nita, thi nita dé cling da dé lam
lai 1an thi¢ hai. C6 1é ching t6i nén di dén mot théa thuan thwdng xuyén nao
do6, t6i nhan ra minh dang nghi vay. Moi thang mét 1an, nhw cau lac bo doc
sach.

Ti t6i dau r6i? Toi di thém may budc trong phong, thidy cai mdt na danh
kiém treo trén moc. C6 mot cay kiém, hay cai gi d6 ma ngwoi ta dat tén cho
né. Trude nay toi van thich tro dau kiém. Oi, t6i khong kim lai dwoc... Tai
nhe tay g& no6 khoi gia roi doi 1én dau. Co6 mot cai guwong treo trén twong, va
toi di thang dén do, vung vay thanh kiém.

“Pitng 1én, thwa ngai Khong biét tén gi,” to6i néi véi bong minh. “Haaa-
yah!” T6i tung mot ci kung fu vé phia cai béng, khién cai 4o choang ngu in
hoa tiét hoa bay dap don quanh c6 chan.

Gio thi toi dang cwoi khiic khich. Va bong nhién thdy muon ké giday phut
kycuc nay véi Lottie. Toi 1ay dién thoai, bAm phim tat goi no.

“Chao Fliss!” n6 tra loi 1ap tirc. “OK, em dang ma& website Co dau day. Co
mua mang che hay khong? Em nghi la c6. Pudi vay dai thi sao?”

T6i chép mat nhin dién thoai, suyt pha 1én cuwdi. N6 da bién thanh c6 dau
hoang twdng roi. Tat nhién. Diém tich cyc & Lottie 1a n6 khong han hoc hay
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han thu khi bi doi choi x6. N6 chi d6i hwdng roi lao ti€p, mat luon nhin vé
dwong chan troi.

“Mang che di.” “Gi co?”

“Mang che.” T6i nhan ra giong minh bi bit kin trong cai mat na nén day
né 1én dinh dau. “Mang che. Vay em hoan lai ddm cuéi r6i chit? Ben khong
bwe chit?”

“Em phai thuyét phuc anh 4y mai, nhung cu6i cung anh 4y cling t. Anh dy
bdo anh dy chi mu6n cai gi em muon.”

“Nhuwng ca hai van di nghi dém trang mat & Savoy chi?”

“Khong!” N6 c6 vé sitng s0. “Em da bao chi la bon em chd dén luc cwdi
ma!”

Chét tiét. N6 van bam vao cai ké hoach dé hoi dy. Hy vong rang cap kinh
ham muo6n kia d@ mo di mot chit. “Va Ben cling vui véi diéu do sao?” Gigng
toi khong tranh khéi nghi ngo. “Ben muon em duwgc vui.” Giong Lottie da
chay ra nhw moi khi. “Chi biét sao khong? Em rat mirng la chiing minh da noi
chuyén, Fliss a. Bam cwéi sé tuyét hon rat nhiéu. Ma con diéu nay nita chit:
chi va Ben s€ gap mat nhau truGc

“Qi troi oi, gi6i thiéu cau ta voi gia dinh trede khi hai nguoi dén ban tho
troi doi vao nhau vinh vién dy a? Em da nghi ky chwa day?”

",

T6i khong nghi né bat duge giong diéu téi. To6i nghi man swong ctia mot
dam cwdi hanh phic dang dong vai 16p khi quyén bao vé quanh né. Nhitng
maimia da chay rui trwdc khi kip bay dén tai no.

“Thuc ra toi qua chi da gap anh ban Lorcan cta cau ta,” t6i néi thém.
“Anh ta cling ké cho chi nghe mot chat r6i.”

“That thé a?” Giong né vang lén day phan khich. “Chi gap Lorcan r6i a?
O! Anh ta néi gi vé Ben?”

Anh ta néi gi vé Ben? Nao, nghi di. Liic ndy khong phdi la thoi diém dé
Ben lam ddm cudi... Anh dy dang roi vao mét cuéc khiung hodng trung nién
dén sém... To6i chi so em chj sé la bén bj hdi...

“Thong tin co ban thoi,” toi né tranh. “Du sao thi, chi rdt mong dwoc gap
Ben. Ta hen sém di. T6i nay nhé?”
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“Puogc! Tat ca ching ta sé di uong gi do. Fliss, chi sé thich anh dy cho ma
xem. Anh dy vui tinh 1am. Anh 4y titng dién hai day!”

“Dién hai co a.” Toi gia giong kinh ngac va thich tha. “O! That néng long
quda. Vay thi... 0... thé day. Poan xem chi dang & dau? Trong nha Lorcan.”

“Ha?”

“Bon chi, ... nga v&i nhau. Bon chi gap nhau gan van phong cong chitng
nén di lam vai ly va r6i chuyén nay dan t&i chuyén kia.”

Pang nao no ciling sé biét chuyén thoi, tha dé né nghe tir miéng t6i con
hon. “Khong tin néi!” Giong Lottie s6i ndi. “O thé thi tuyét qua! Ching ta c6
thé to chirc cwdi chung!”

bién hinh Lottie. Chi c6 né méi néi cau nay.

“Qua chuan!” t6i noéi. “Chi cling dang nghi thé. Ching ta c6 thé cung cudi
ngua dén trede ban thd Chua ludn.”

Lan nay thi giong diéu mia mai cling lot vao tai no.

“Pirng c6 thé chi?!” né trach moéc. “Lam sao chi biét dwgc. Nén md long.
Em dén gap Ben cho vui théi ma gio thi day! Pa thé nay r6i.”

Phai! Pa thé nay r6i. Mot c6 nang that tinh muon tra thu va mot anh chang
dang khting hodng trung nién, cting lao vé mot cudc hon nhan khong suy tinh.
Chac chan la c6 m6t bai hat Disney vé dé tai d6. Bat van “nu hon” véi “cudc
chién phap ly gay gat”.

“Chi la ngt v&i nhau thoi,” t6i kién nhan dap. “Chi thé thoi. Cham hét.”

“Co thé sé di xa hon,” Lottie dap trad. “Co thé héa ra day lai la ngudi tinh
tram nam cua chi. Hai nguoi co vui vé khong? Chi c6 thich anh ta khong?
Anh ta c6 hdp dan khong?” “Co, c6 va c6.”

“Thay chwa! DBung cé gat di voi. Nay, em dang xem trang dam cudi.
Chung minh c6 nén dat banh su kem khong? Hay la mot chéng banh cupcake
hinh kim ty thap?” T6i nham nghién mat. N6 c nhw cai xe lu san sang
nghién nat moi vat can trén duong.

“H6i dam cudi di Diana c6 cai day, nhé khong,” Lottie van chwa thoi. “N6
to c& nao nhi?” “Nho lam.” “Chi nghi thé a? Em nhd¢ 1a to lam ma.”

Ho6i d6 n6 1én nam. Tat nhién né nghi la to roi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“That day, nho ti a. Ca dém that 1a kho sé. Chi c phai gida vo vui ma tw
dau dén cubi...” T6i nhan tit mat kinh tdm. T6i van con nhd céi vay phu dau
qua chat bi bat mac. Lai con phdi nhdy v6i ddam ngudi 16n sac mui bia ban di
Diana. “That a?” N6 cé vé boi roi. “Nhwng phan 1é cling rat vui, phai
khong?” “Khéng. Kinh khing 1dm. Ma sau day ciing khéng kha hon.” “O
nay! Co ca banh su kem phu kem lap lanh.” N6 con khong thém nghe. “Em
gui link cho chi nhé?”

“Nghi dén chi da buén non roi,” t6i nghiém khac néi. “Ma thye té 1a chi c6
thé nén ddy. Ro6i thi Lorcan sé khong bao gid them yéu chi dau, va roi
chingminh sé khong bao gid t6 chitc cwdi chung cudi ngwa lun cung mau
duoc ca...”

Mot tiéng dong vang 1én khién toi quay lai. Mau boc thang Ién dau. RO
khi. R6 khi.

Anh ta ditng dé. Lorcan dang dimng do, ltrng litng noi ngudng ctra. Anh ta
ding do6 bao 1au r6i? Nghe thay t6i ndi gi roi?

“Phai di day, Lotts a.” T6i voi tat may. “T6i dang néi chuyén véi em gai,”
t0i noi thém, cd t6 ra than nhién hét sirc. “Chi... ndi dua théi. N6i may chuyén
dua dy ma. Nhw moi ngudi van dua théi.”

T6i chgt nhé ra minh dang d6i mat na danh kiém cda anh ta. Bung toi
quan lai vi béi réi. Thit nhin qua mat anh ta xem: to6i dang mac 4o choang ngu
ctia anh ta ding trong nha anh ta, deo mat na danh kiém cta anh ta, va noéi
chuyén vé dam cuwéi chung. T6i voi vang chop lay cai mat na va go ra khéi
dau.

“Cai nay... hay nhi,” t6i ng& ngan noi.

“T6i khong biét chi thich den hay nau,” anh ta néi sau phai dén ca thap ky
im ling. “A. Ca phé.” Con c6 1an can gi d6 nita. La gi? Giong néi cta chinh
toi vang l1én trong dau:

Chi c phdi gid vo dang vui... Anh ta khong nghe thdy cdu dé, phdi
khong? Anh ta khong tudng toi dang noi chuyén...

Thdt ddy, nhé ti a. Ca dém thdt la kho sé. Anh ta khong thé tuwéng toi noi
den...
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Bung t6i that lai kinh hoang va t6i ap tay 1én miéng, ngan mot trang cuoi
sttng sot. Khong. Khong.

Tbi c6 nén néi... Cé nén xin 16i... KHONG. Nhung it nhat ciing nén giai
thich...

T6i than trong dwa mat nhin anh ta. Mat anh ta v6 cam. C6 thé anh ta
khong nghe thay gi. Ma ciing c6 thé co.

Pon gian la khong c6 cach nao cham dén dé tai nay ma khong phai dem
dau chita chay va lam ca hai ching t6i mudn chét luén cho xong. Viéc toi can
lam bdy gid la bién ngay. Nhac chan 1én. Ngay lap tic. bi.

“Thé la... Cdm on vi ci... wm.” Toi treo lai mat na 1én moc. Ra, Fliss. Di
ngay.

Su6t ca sang toi chiu dung du chan cia vu ho then.

ft nhat tdi cling phi dwgc tir taxi vé cita nha ma khong bi hang x6m tréng
thay. T6i 16t bo cai vay tia, tam nhanh hon bat ky ai trén thé gidi nay, roi bat
loa dién thoai goi Noah trong lic co trang diém than téc. (Khong bao gio
duwgc phép voi va khi chu6t mascara. Toi biét rd diéu do. Vay thi vi c§ gi ma
t0i subt ngay roi vao cung cai bay ay dé roi phai lau titng dom lem nhem trén
ma, tran va guong?) Xem ra vu ngu nho cua Noah da thanh cong ruc rd. Gia
ma t6i cling n6i nhw vay duwgc vé vu cia minh.

T6i con chwa 1ay lai dugce tinh than dé goi lai cho Lottie, ma ciing khong
c6 thoi gian. T6i chi nhan tin cho n6, dé nghi hen di uéng lic bay gio toi.

Lic nay t6i da quay trd lai van phong, doc v6i bai nhan xét vé mot nha
nghi san su tir hang sang & Kenya m&i gtti vé, qua quy dinh chirng hai nghin
chit. RO rang tay nha bao nay twéng minh dang viét cuén Out of Africa thi
hai. Anh ta chang nhac dén ho boi hay chat lwgng dich vu phong hay spa, chi
thdy anh mat troi thap thoang nhudom khap dong cd, dang diéu quy phai cua
bay ngwa van cdi minh uéng nwdc lac binh minh, va nhitng déng c6 lung linh
nang vang trong nhitng cau chuyén c6 con doén theo nhip trong ngan xwa cua
nguoi Masai.

Toi nguéch ngoac voi may chitChat Iwong phuc vu??? bén lé va ghi chu
email lai cho anh ta. R6i t6i nhin dién thogi. Thdt ngac nhién vi Lottie chua

https://thuviensach.vn



nhdn lai. T6i ci nghi né phdi them dén phdt cuéng dugc ké cho t6i nghe xem
hém nay dd nuét chirng bao nhiéu cuén tap chi ddm cu'6i roi dy chir.

T6i liéc dong ho. Van con chit thoi gian. Pa dé goi mot ci néi chuyén chi
em gai. T6i ngd ngwoi ra sau ghé, bam phim tat goi nd, lam dong tac yéu cau
“Ca phé?” vai Elise qua ctra s6 van phong. Elise va toi da thiét 1ap dwgc mot
hé thong ngdn nglt c chi kha hiéu qua. Toi c6 tin hiéu “Ca phé?” “Bao
ching né t6i ra ngoai ré6i!!” va “Vé di, mudn réi!” Co co, “Ca phé?” “Toi
nghi cdi nay quan trong day,” va “T6i ra ngoai mua sandwich.” “Fliss?”
“Chao Lottie.” T6 bé giay, tgp mdt ngum nuwdc déng chai Evian. “Thé t6i nay
c6 di uéng mot chat gi dé khong? Chi c6 duge gap Ben khong?”

Bén kia dau day im ldang. Sao lai im lang chit? Lottie dau phdi nguoi thich
gitt im lang. “Lottie? Em con ddy khong?” “Chi biét gi khong!” Giong né
phap phong vé hé trong. “Chi biét gi khong!”

Giong né tr@ nén tw man qua doi, toi biét né da lam chuyén gi d6 dac biét
roi. “Em sé cuwédi trong nha nguyén & treong va dan dong ca sé hat “Toi thé
v6i nguoi, t6 quoc oi’ trong khi chuéng vang lanh lanh khap nwéc Anh?”
“Khong!” N6 bat cudi. “Em da tim dwgc cai banh cwdi c6 ca su kem lan banh
tron pha day kem 14ap lanh?” “Khéng, dirng ngd ngan thé. Em cwdi r6i!”
“Gi?” To6i ngo ngan nhin dién thoai.

“Phai! Xong cé roi! Ben va em da cuwéi nhau! Vira day thoi! Phong cong
chitng Chelsea!” T6i bop chat cai chai Evian khién mot dong nwdc phut 1én
troi va roi xudng tung tée khap ban. “Khong phdi 1a chi nén néi ‘chic ming’
a?” no6 gian doi. T6i khong bao ‘chic mirng’” dugce vi t6i khong néi dugce gi
hét. Miéng tdi do ra. Toi dang néng ryc ngwoi. Khong phai, toi dang lanh toat
nguoi. Toi dang hoang sg. Lam sao chuyén nay lai xdy ra?

“0,” cubi cung toi cling n6i duwge, cd té ra binh tinh. “That la... Nhung tai
sao? Em dinh hoan lai ma. Chi ct* nghi em dinh hodn. Ching minh da thoa
thuan thé ma. La em sé hoan lai ay.”

Dang 1& em phai HOAN.,

Khi mang ca phé vao cho t6i, Elise nhin t6i vé hoang hoét va lam dau “Moi
thi van 6n ch? Nhung t6i khong c6 dau nao néi “Em géi t6i lai di pha tan
hoang doi né r6i”, nén chi gat dau, mim cwdi méo mo6 va nhan coc ca phé.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chung em khong doi dugc,” Lottie hon hé néi. “Ben khong doi dugc.”
“Nhung chi twéng em thuyét phuc duwgc cau ta ré6i co ma?” Toéi nham mat,
bop tran, c6 tim cach hiéu vu nay. “Thé con tap chi Co dau? Thé nha thd nhé
0 nong thon thi sao?”

Co0 dau dién di dau mat ro6i? T6i muon rén lén khe khé, Trd t6i c6 ddu dién
day.

“Ben hoan toan tan thanh nha tho va moi thit,” Lottie néi. “Thuc ra bén
trong anh ay ciling c6 nét dé thuong, truyén thong...”

“Thé thi c6 chuyén gi? t6i c6 ghim noi sot rudt. “Sao cau ta lai doi y?”
“Pay la vi Lorcan.”

“Gi1?” Mat t6i m& birng. “Em néi thé 1a sao, vi Lorcan?”

“M6i sang sém hom nay Lorcan da dén tim Ben. Anh ta bdo Ben khong
dugc ldy em vi day la sai lam khing khi€ép. Thé la Ben ndi dién! Anh dy sung
suc dén cong ty em roi n6i mudn 1dy em ngay bay gio va mac me so con lai,
cd Lorcan ciling thé.” Lottie thd dai man nguyén. “That la lang man khong
chiu néi. Ca phong ai cling nhin. Va r6i anh ay bé bong em 1én va mang em
di, hét nhw trong phimLa si quan va nha quy téc, va moi nguai vo tay am am.
Tuyét lam, Fliss a.”

T6i thd manh, c6 kiém ché. Thang ngoc d6. Thang ngdc cao ngao dé hoi,
ngu si do. Toi da gidi quyét xong van dé. Tat ca da dwgc xi ly. Toi da choi
bai ngoai giao dén mitc hoan hdo. Con Lorcan thi da lam gi? X6 vao pha
héng. Khudy dong ga Ben nay lam tro 16 lang qua mitc. Thado nao Lottie
chang mé.

“May la ¢ van phong lai c6 ngudi hiiy nén c6 cho ghép bon em vao. Va
sau nay bon em van cé thé dén nha thg xin ban phwéc nita,” né dang vui
suéng noéi. “Thé la em dugc ca hai!”

T6i chi muén quang coc ca phé vao twong. Hay la c6 1€ muon doé 1én dau
minh. Bung t6i chung xuéng khé chiu. Pay ciling la 16i cua t6i. T6i c6 thé
chan lai vu nay. Gia ma t6i cho n6 biét hét nhitng gi Lorcan néi.

Anh 4y dang roi vao mot vu khing hodng trung nién dén sém... T6i chi s¢
em chi sé la bén bi hai... “Em dang ¢ dau?”
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“Pang déng do! Ching em sap di Ikonos day! Hao hitc qua.” “Chac la thé
roi,” t6i yéu &t dap. Toi biét lam gi? Chang con lam gi dugc nita. Ching n6
lay nhau r6i. Xong r6i. “Co6 thé ching em sé lam mot em bé trang mat ludn,”
né bén 1én thém. “Chi thich lam bac ch&?” “Gi?” t6i ngb6i dung ca day.
“Lottie...” “Fliss, em phdi di ddy, taxi dén roi, yéu chi nhiéu...” N6 tat may.
V0i va, toi nhan s6 né lan nita, nhwng chi nghe hdp thw thoai. Em bé? Em bé?
T6i chi mudn khoc nac 1én. N6 c6 dién khong? Co biét mot em bé sé gay
thém lam cang thang thé nao cho doi bén khong?

DPoi séng tinh ai cua t6i da la mot m& hod 16n roéi. Toi khong chiu noi néu
Lottie cling vay. T6i mudn né chién thang vi t6i khong lam dwgc. T6i mudn
giac mo hanh phtic cia né thanh sy thyc. Hanh phiic mai mai. Ttap léu tranh
trai tim vang. Hanh phtic dai 1au va bén bi. Ch¢ khong phai 6m em bé trang
mat véi ga dong bong nao ddy dang trong thoi ky cuong ldy vg trudce khi
nhdy sang choi mo6 t6. Khong phai ngbi trong van phong Barnaby Rees, mat
dé hoe va téc chwa goi véi mot dita bé chap chitng dang tim cach gam hét
dong sach luat ¢ Barnaby.

Ngau hitng, t6i google tim khach san Amba. Lap titc mot chuoi hinh anh
nghi dudng my 1€ dap vao mat t6i. Troi xanh, hoang hon. Cai ho boi trong
dong noi tiéng, chuoi thac d6 cao muwoi mét. Nhitng cdp trai thanh gai lich
lwgn 16 trén bo bién. Ting cai giwong dai twdng rai day canh hoa hong. Thuyc
té di, ching sé lam xong em bé trang mat ti tredc khi dém tan hén kip qua.
Hai buong tritng cua Lottie sé chay hét cong sudt va né sé noén ge suot duong
vé nha.

Va r6i sau d6 néu cau ta ding mot thang dong béng... néu ding la cau ta
bo roi no... To6i nham mat, vui mat vao tay. Toi khong chiu dugce. Téi can néi
chuyén v6i Lottie. Mat ap mat. N6i dang hoang. Lic bd nao né dang cé madt,
chit khdng phéi dang rong choi trong mién twéng tugng. it nhat cling dé biét
no da nghi ky moi hau qua viéc n6 dang lam.

Toi dang ngobi lang phac, dau 6c vot tGi vot lui nhw con chudt trong mé
cung. Toi dang co tim gidi phap, toi dang c6 tim dwong ra, t6i ¢t dam phai
ngo cut...
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Té&i khi thinh linh t6i ngang dau, hit that sdu. T6i quyét dinh roi. Quyét
dinh ndng triu va cuc doan, nhwng khong con cach nao khac. Toi sé dén pha
dam chuyén trang mat cia no.

T6i khong can biét ddy c6 phdi 1a mot viéc lam khiang khiép hay khong.
To6i khong can biét n6 sé khong bao gio tha thit cho t6i: toi sé khéng bao gid
tha thit cho minh néu t6i khong lam thé. Bam cuwdi la mét chuyén. Sex khong
bién phap bdo vé la chuyén khéac. Toi can tdi dé. Toi can citu em toi khoi
chinh no.

To6i giat phat ong no6i, bam sobi lai.

“Chao,” toi noéi khi Clarissa, nhan vién phu trach dat vé, nhac may. “Hoi
gap mot chat, Clarissa a. Toi can dén Ikonos cang sém cang tot. Pao ¢ Hy
Lap ay. Lay chuyén bay dau tién con trong. Va tdi can ¢ khach san Amba. Ho
biét t6i.”

“Vang.” To6i nghe tiéng go may tinh. “Moi ngay chi c6 mot chuyén bay
thang dén Ikonos thoi, chi biét ddy. Néu khong thi phai ndi chuyén ¢ Athens,
lic dé thi cho ca doi.” “T6i biét. Ci¢ 1ay chuyén true tiép sém nhat tim dugc.
Cam on Clarissa.” “Khong phai chi vira viét bai vé Amba xong a?” Giong c6
ta rat ngac nhién.

“M6i vai thang ma?” “T6i dang viét bai cap nhat,” t6i n6i doi tron nhw
cudi. “Quyét dinh bat ngd. Tap chi c6 y twdng muc mdi,” téi néi thém cho
dang tin. “Kiém tra dot xuat cac khach san.” Lam bién tap c6 céi lgi nhw thé.
Chang ai héi nhiéu. Ma nita: y twédng hay day chi¢. Téi mé& BlackBerry bam
vao: Kiém tra dot xudt?? “ OK! Roi, t6i sé bdo chj sau. Hy vong ldy dugc cho
chi chuyén ngay mai.”“Cam on c6.” T6i dap mdy, gé ngon tay, van con cang
thang. S6m nhat thi cling con hai muoi tw tiéng nita méi tdi do dugce. Lottie
thi da 1én duong dén san bay roi. N6 sé bay chuyén chiéu nay. N6 sé dén
khach san vao buoi t6i. Phong Con Hau da nam do6 cho dgi, véi givong super-
king, bon tam suc trén san va sam banh.

Bao nhiéu ngudi dinh bau ngay dém tdn hon? Thong tin nay cé trén
Google khong? Toi go c6 bau dém tan hon, roi voi vang xoa di. Van dé
khong phai la Google. Van dé la Lottie. Gid ma ngan dugc bon ho. Gia ma t6i
t6i dugc trude khi chung no kip... Tu gi nhi? Bong phong.
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“Dong phong”. Chit nay ggi ra mot ky trc 10 md. La gi nhi? To6i chép mat,
tim cach nhé lai. A diing roi, Barnaby khi ké vé6i téi vé chuyén hay hén. Toi
van con nghe thdy giong cau ta: Nghia la ban ddng ky khéng cé hiéu luc.
Cudc hon nhan chua bao gio co.

Cuoc hon nhan chwa bao gio cd!

DPay ro6i. Dy la cau tra 1i. Huy hén! Twr dé thwong nhat trong toan cudn tir
dién! Giai phap cho tat cd moi van dé. Khéi can ly di. Khoi can kéo co phéap
ly. Chi can chép mat va thé la xong. Chwa bao gi¢ ton tai. Thé thoi.

Toi can lam thé vi Lottie. T6i can kiém cho né mot 16i thoat. Nhung lam
thé quai nao bay gio? Toi lam gi... T6i lam dugc gi... Nguwdi ta lam thé nao...

Va r6i mot y nghi méi 16e sang trong dau t6i. T6i gan nhw nghet thd khi
nghi t&i chuyén dé. To6i con khong tin ndéi minh dang nghi chuyén d6. N6
tham chi con den t6i va cuc doan hon ca dén pha dam tuan trang mat, nhung
nhw thé sé gidi quyét tat ca. Khong. Khong dwgc. That day, khong dwgc. Du
thé nao cling khong dwgc. Biéu dé la khéng thé. Lai sai trai nita. Phai la con
qudi vat mai co thé di lam viéc d6 vdi chinh em gai minh. OK. T6i la quai vat
ddy thi sao.

M4y ngon tay run ray khi tdi nhac dién thoai. T6i khong 1o la vi run sg
hay quyét tdm nita. “Khach san Amba, dich vu VIP xin nghe, quy khéach can
gi a?” “Xin chao,” t6i noi, giong thoang hoi hop. “Xin phép cho tdi gap Nico
Demetriou dugce khong? Néi véi 6ng ay la Fliss Graveney & Pincher Travel
Review goi dén. No6i vdi ong 4ay... la chuyén quan trong.” Trong luc giit may
chg, t6i hinh dung Nico, minh vang mét sau, bo vest cang hét sitc ¢6 phu kin
cai bung. T6i quen Nico héi nghi tai Mandarin Oriental & Athens, va trudc
nita 1a Sandals & Barbados. Ong di song & khach san ca doi, kién nhan 1én
dan ttr boi ctra tré di, va gio thi la concierge quan ly khach hang VIP & Amba.
T6i nhu thdy 6ng dang hoi ha di ngang san da hoa tién sanh trong doi giay da
son, cap mat sac dao toanh toach.

Chuyén mon cta 6ng la “Trai nghiém khach hang”. Can cocktail pha ché
kiéu riéng hay thué truc thang di choi, can boi cung ca heo hay thué doi vii
nit mua bung tan phong, 6ng déu lam dwoc. Néu t6i can mot tay dong 16a nao
trong vu nay, day chi c6 thé la Nico. “Fliss!” Giong 6ng hén hé ro khap
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duong day. “Toi vira nghe noi co dinh ghé tham chung t6i ha?” “Vang. Toi sé
t6i dem mai, hy vong vay.”

“That quy hoa dugce gap lai co s6m nhw thé! Toi cé thé gitp cb viéc gi cu
thé khong? Hay day la chuyén di ngoai cong viéc?”

Toi nghe thidy cau hoi trong giong 6ng. Mot thoang ngd vuc. Tai sao toi
quay lai? C6 am muu gi day?

“Viéc hoi ca nhan mot chiut.” T6i dirng, sap hang tiv ngit. “Nico, toi can
khan cau 6ng mot viéc thé nay. Em gai to6i hom nay sé dén Amba. N6 vira két
hon. N6 di nghi trang mat.”

“Tuyét!” Giong 6ng suyt théi bay to6i. “Em gai c6 sé c6 mot ky nghi nhg
doi. Toi sé ¢ quan gia lanh nghé nhat ctia khach san dén cho c6 ay. Ching
t0i sé don tan cira, va sé moi sam banh trong Iic 1én ké hoach chwong trinh
nghi ca nhan. C6 thé sé cho c6 dy nang hang, hodc mot bita t6i ddc biét...”

“Nico, khong phai. Ong hiéu nham r6i. Y tdi 13, nhitng diéu ong ké nghe
tuyét lam. Nhung t6i can khan cau viéc khac co.” T6i van nhitng ngoén tay
vao nhau. “Mot viéc hoi... bat thwong.”

“Toi da lam viéc nay nhiéu nam ro6i,” Nico hién tir dap. “Véi t6i thi khong
c6 gi bat thwong ca. C6 mudn lam c6 dy ngac nhién ha? C6 mudn dat san qua
trong phong? Hay muon tdi thiét ké bu6i mat xa doi trén bai bién & mot nha
1éu riéng tu?”

“Khong han.”

Oi troi oi. Phai néi thé nao bay gio? Nao, Fliss. Noi toet ra di. “Toi muén
ong ngan khong cho ho ngu véi nhau,” t6i néi ao ao. Bén kia dau day im bat.
T6i da lam ca Nico ciing phai tat dién. “Fliss, nhac lai cho t6i yéu cau ctua
c0,” cudi cung 6ng cling noi. “T6i e 1a t6i chwa hiéu ding.”

Toi e 1a 6ng hiéu ding r6i ddy. “T6i muon 6ng ngan khéng cho ho ngua véi
nhau,” t6i nhac lai, phat am r6 rang hét cd. “Khong ngt véi nhau. Khéng c6
dém tan hon. ft nhat thi cho t&i khi t6i dén noi. Ong lam thé nao ciing duoc.
Phan cho ho & phong riéng. Banh lac hwdéng. Bat c6c mot trong hai. Bat ky
cach nao.” “Nhung ho dang di trang mat.” Giong 6ng roi tri. “Toi biét. Day
chinh la ly do.” “Co dang tim cach pha hoai dém tan hon cua chinh em gai
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minh?” Giong 6ng vot 1én kinh hodng. “C6 muon tim cach chia ré mot d6i vo
chong méi cwéi? ba dugc tac thanh véi nhau trude Chia?”

L& ra phai gidi thich k§ hon. “Nico, né bi day voi vao vu cuéi xin nay.
Khong tac thanh trudc Chaa! Chi la mot sai 1am 16n ngu ngoc théi. Toi can
néi chuyén véi nd. Toéi dang c6 bay qua dé cang sém cang t6t day, nhung
trong Itic dé néu co thé tach ho ra...”

“Co ay khong thich nguoi kia a?”

“N6 thich lam.” T6i nhan mat. “Thuyc té 1a né gan nhw muon dién l1én dugc
nhay vao giwong véi anh ta. Vi thé ngan ho lai sé kho khan day.”

Lai mot khodng im lang nira. T6i hoan toan c6 thé hinh dung dugc vé mat
boi roi cia Nico.

“Fliss, t6i e la toi khong nhan 10i yéu cau ky la nay dwgc dau,” rét cude
ong néi. “Tuy nhién t6i c6 thé moi em c6 bita t6i mién phi ¢ ban thugng hang
tai nha hang hai san nam sao...”

“Nico, lam on. Lam on nghe t6i nay,” t6i tuyét vong ngat 16i. “Day la em
gai nho cuda t6i, ong hiéu khong? N6 vira bi nguwdi yéu bo va roi ndé nhay vao
cudc hon nhan nay nhw mot cach tra thu. N6 hau nhw khong quen biét ngudi
nay. Vay ma gio no 1ai nhai vé chuyén mang bau. T6i con chwa dugc gap anh
ta, nhung nghe néi cau ta 1a mot ga dong bong. Ong twdng twong con géi 6ng
dang pha héng doi né bing cach trao minh cho mot gi khong ra gi xem. Ong
sé lam moi thit dé ngan chan chuyén dé, phai chit?”

Toi da gap Maya, con gai Nico. Mot c6 bé 1én mudi rat xinh xéo, tét no
trén téc. Han nhu thé phai cham dén long ong chit?

“Néu ho chwa ngu vdi nhau, thi con cé thé huy hén.” Téi néi toac ra. “Vi
theo luat phap ho chwa dong phong. Nhung néu ho da...”

“Néu ho da thi day la viéc cta ho!” Nico vé nhw da hét chiu noi. “Day la
khach san chit khong phai nha tu, Fliss a! Toi khong thé kiém soat ke ké viéc
di lai cua khach! Téi khong thé quan 1y cac hoat dong cua ho.”

“Ong n6i véi t6i 1a 6ng khong thé lam dugc sao?” THi quing cau thach
thitc. “Ong khéng 1am dugce céi viéc chin ho véi nhau trong vong hai muoi tw
gio thoi a?”
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DPac tinh cta Nico 13, 6ng tv hao minh cé thé gidi quyét bat ky van dé nao.

Bat ky. Toi ca la 6ng da bat dau twéng twgng ra cac huéng giai quyét.

“Néu 6ng giup dugc tdi viéc nay, téi sé biét on ong sudt doi.” To6i ha
giong. “Va tat nhién sé bay té long biét on bang cach viét nhan xét vé khach
san lan nita. Nam sao. Bam béo day.”

“Chung t6i da cé han hanh duwgc nhan xét nam sao trén tap chi cia co roi,”
ong chong tra.

“Vay thi sau sao di,” t6i choi ngau hitng. “T6i sé lam ra ca mét cap mai
riéng cho cac 6ng. ‘Khach san siéu sang dang cdp thé gigi mdi’. Va toi sé néu
tén khach san ong trén bia mdt. Ong c6 biét nhw thé gia tri bao nhiéu khong?
Ong c6 biét cac sép cta 6ng sé& hai 1ong c& nao khong?”

“Fliss, toi hiéu khé khan ctia ¢6,” Nico cy lai. “Nhung cd cling phai hiéu
rang toi khong c6 quyeén can thiép vao doi song riéng tw cta khach, nhat la
khi ho lai dén day nghi trang mat!” Nghe giong ong kha cwong quyét. To6i
danh phai chia bai chu ra thoi.

“OK!” T6i ha giong thap hon nita. “Nghe nay. Néu 6ng gitip dwoc chuyén
nay, toi sé dang tiéu sit ca nhan ong trén tap chi. Chinh 6ng, Nico Demetriou.
Toi sé goi ong la... bi quyét lam nén thanh cong cia Amba. Tai san gia tri
nhat ctia khach san. Ngwoi quan ly VIP thugng thang. Tat cd moi ngudi trong
nganh sé doc thdy. Tat cad.” T6i khong phdi n6i nét phan cudi. Tap chi nay
phan phoi ¢ sdu muoi lam quoc gia. CEO ctia moi khach san trén doi it nhat
cling tirng ngd qua né. Dang tiéu st nhw vay sé la tdim vé di dén bat ky cong
viéc nao & bat ky dau. “T6i biét 6ng van mo dén Four Seasons & New York
ma,” toi thi tham thém. Tim t6i dap ron. Ca doi toi chwa lam quyén bao gio,
va lan nay ngwoi t6i néng birng birng. Nita phan t6t, nita phan xau. Tham
nhiing bat dau tir nhitng chuyén thé nay day, t6i nghi. Sap t&i t6i sé doi nhan
xét 14y nhitng va li tién va tén lira tau ngam Trident.

Chi duy nhat 1an nay thoi, t6i nghiém khac tw nhi. Duy nhat mét lan c6
tinh tiét gidam nhe nay thoi.

Nico lang yén. T6i cam thay ro lwong tam va tham vong nghé nghiép dang
huych nhau trong 6ng, va thay hoi t6i 16i da day 6ng vao tinh thé nay. Nhung
t6i dau phai nguoi khéi xwéng vu nay, phai khong? “Ong 1a bac thay, Nico
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a,” toi boi thém ninh not. “Ong 1a thién tai khi c6 viéc can thyc hién. Néu trén
doi c6 ai 1am n6i viéc nay thi chinh 13 6ng.” Ong c6 xiéu long khong? T6i c6
dién roi khong? Cé phdi ngay lic nay 6ng dang giti email cho Gavin? Tdi sap
bd cudc thi giong dng chot vong tdi rat nhé tir bén kia: “Fliss, toi khong hiva
duoc gi dau.”

Bong dung hy vong lai nhu 1én trong long t6i. “T6i hiéu ma,” t6i dap lai
cling bang giong do. “Nhung... ong sé c6 nhé?” “T6i sé c6. Chi hai muoi tw
gio thoi day. Tén cua em 0 la gi?” Tuyét! “Charlotte Graveney.” T6i lap bap
vi mung rd. “Nhung chac n6 sé dang ky tén ba Parr. Chong n6 la Ben Parr.
Chung dat Phong Con Hau. Va t6i khong can biét chung lam gi, mién khong
ngu. VGi nhau,” toi noi nhw vira nghi thém.

Im lang héi lau, roi Nico chi néi: “Sé la mdt tuan trang mat rat bat thuwong
day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 8

S otts

T6i c6 chong réi! Miéng t6i dong cirng thanh mét nu cwdi han hoan vinh cttu.
T6i dang & trén may, chi muon tr6i bong bénh mai mai. Cho dén gid nay thi
hém nay qua la ngay tuyét voi nhat, ky diéu nhat, phi thuwong nhat, cai gi
cling nhat trong ca doi toi. Toi cé chéng ro6i!! Téi cé chong roéi!!!!

T6i van khong ngét tua lai cai gidy phiat ngoi bén ban nhin 1én thdy Ben
sam sam tién vao van phong, cam maot bo hong that to. Quai ham anh danh lai
con mat thi 16e 1én, ai nhin ciing thdy ngay la anh da quyét thi hanh. Ngay ca
ong sép Martin ciling chay ra ng6. Tat cd lang phac khi Ben ditng ngay
nguong cira phong t6i tuyén bo, “Anh sé 14y em, Lottie Graveney a, anh cudi
em ngay ngay hom nay.”

R6i anh bé bong t6i 1én - bé bong 1én - va xung quanh tan thwéng ram ro,
Kayla xach tii va cam dién thoai chay du6i theo t6i r6i Ben trao cho t6i bo
hoa va thé la xong. T6i da thanh c6 dau.

T6i hau nhw chang con nhé nghi thitc cwdi. T6i van dang s6c. Ben gan
nhu nhdy x6 vao moi cau tra 10i; cai dé thi t6i nhé. Anh chang chan chir chat
nao - thye té la con gan nhw hung hang quat 1én “T6i dong y”. Anh cé mang
theo mot it hoa gidy than thién véi moi treong, ching toi rac 1én nguwdi nhau,
r6i anh mé& sam banh va da dén lic xép do di thang ra san bay. Toi con chang
kip thay do6 nita, van mac nguyén do cong sd. Toi két hon trong trang phuc
cong s& va toi cling chang quan tam!

Toi thoang thdy bong minh trong guwong trén quay ruwgu, suyt bat cudi
khtic khich. Bé ngoai trong to6i dé trng va chon ron nhw bén trong. Ching toi
dang & phong nghi hang thwong gia ¢ san bay Heathrow, chd chuyén bay di
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Ikonos. T sau bita sang t6i chwa an gi, nhwng cling khong thay doi. Chi thay
tang dong. Tay t6i khong ngtrng run ban 1én.

T6i cam may miéng hoa qua va mot lat pho mat Emmental chi dé cho c6
viéc, roi nhdy dung khi cdAm thay mot ban tay dat trén dui minh.

“Nap nang lugng ddy a?” giong Ben roi vao tai t6i, lam t6i run 1én thich
thd. To6i quay lai nhin anh, anh dui m6i vao c6 toi, ban tay kin dao lan lén
duwdi vay tdi. Tuyét qua. Oi tuyét qua. “Anh khong thé chd dgi thém nita,”
anh thi tham vao tai toi.

“Em cling thé,” toi thi tham dap lai. “Em that quyén rii.” Hoi thé anh 4m
ap noi co toi. “Anh quyén ri hon.”

Va r6i t6i lai tinh thtt xem chiing t6i con phai doi bao 1au nita. Bay dén
Ikonos mat ba tiéng rwdi. Han khong thé qua hai tiéng lam thu tuc hai quan
r6i dén khach san chit. Mudi phut cho ho 16i hanh ly 1én... nam phit giGi
thiéu cach bat tat den... ba mwoi gidy treo bién Pirng Lam Phién...

Gan sau tiéng. Toi khong biét c6 chd noi sau tiéng troi khong. Ben co vé
cling vay. Anh da thd phi pho roi. Ca hai tay anh dang sO soang gitta hai dui
toi. Toi khong tap trung néi vao miéng mit va nita.

“Xin 16i.” M0t 6ng gia xong vao ré doi chung t6i dé gap pho mat 1én dia
minh. Ong ta dwa mit g&m ghét nhin ca hai. “Nhu nguoi ta van néi,” ong ta
cao ngao néi, “c6 cau nén di vé buong riéng.”

T6i dé birng mat. Chiing t6i dau c6 16 liu dén thé. “Chung t6i dang di
trang mat,” toi chong tra. “Chic mirng.” Trong ong ta van khong mui long.
“T6i hy vong cau bo cua c6 sé rira tay trede khi dung tGi thire an.”

D6 pha dam.

To6i liéc Ben va ca hai roi khéi do, sang bo ghé nhung 1ong. Mach dang
dap don khap nguwoi toi. Téi mudn tay anh trd lai vi tri cii, lam ti€p viéc dang
lam.

“Thé. O. Pho mat khong?” Tdi chia dia cho Ben. “Khong cdm on.” Anh
cau may rau ri.

Pung la tra tdn. T6i nhin dong hé. Pa hai phut réi. Ching téi phai tim
cach giét thoi gian théi. Néi chuyén. Bung 1a can phai thé. Noi chuyén.
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“Em thich Emmental 1am,” t6i goi y. “Anh thich khong?” “Ghét cwe.”

“That a?” T6i ghi nhan thdng tin m&i nay vé anh. “O. Em khong hé biét
anh ghét Emmental ddy.” “Anh khong hé dung dén n6 trong sudt cai nam
song & Praha.”

“Anh titng séng & Praha 4?” t6i héi day quan tdm. T6i to mo cuc do. T6i
chwa hé biét Ben titng song & nuwdc ngoai. Hay la ghét Emmental. DAy la lgi
thé 16n néu lay mot nguwdi ma chwa hé song hang nam troi véi ho. Van con
nhiéu thit tha h6 tim hiéu. Ching t6i dang 1én dwong kham pha ctung nhau.
Chung t6i sé danh ca doi hoc hoi vé nhau. Lan m@& nhitng bi mat ctia nhau.
Ching t6i sé khong bao gio tré thanh d6i vg chong ng6i im nhw phong vi cai
gi cling biét va cdi gi cling n6i ca roi, chi con chd héa don.

“Thé la... Praha day! Vi sao?”

“Anh cling khong nhd nita.” Ben nhiin vai. “Pay la nam anh di hoc nghé
xi€c.” Nghé xiéc? Cai nay thi thwc sy bat ngo. Toi dinh héi anh con lam
nhitng gi khac nita, thi c6 tiéng tit tin nhan va anh 16i dién thoai khéi tui.
Cang doc tin, tran anh cang nhan lai t&c gian va t6i lo ngai nhin anh.

“Moi thit OK chit?” “Lorcan &y ma. Mac me anh ta.”

Lai Lorcan. T6i dang théem dién 1én dwgc gap ga Lorcan nay. Ma thuc té
toi dang hoi bi biét on anh ta la khac. Néu khong phéi nhd anh ta néi diéu gi
dé vdi Ben, thi chang doi nao Ben chay u dén van phong t6i lam t6i dwoc
hwéng gio phut 1an man nhat doi. T6i thong cdm xoa xoa tay Ben. “Anh ta
khong phai 13, ¢, ban 1au nam nhat cta anh a? Hai anh cé 1€ nén lam lanh?”
“Co thé ngay xua thi ding.” Ben chau may. T6i liéc qua vai anh nhin man
hinh, bat dwgc mdt mau tin: Anh khong duwgc chay trén quyét dinh, Ben a.
Anh biét moi ngudi da vat va thé nao, va mat tich ding lic nay thi that la...

Ben dwa dién thoai ra xa, ma toi thi khong mu6én hoi liéu t6i c6 thé doc not
tin nhan khong. “Quyét dinh gi thé?” t6i liéu hoi. “Ba cai chuyén lang nhang
chén ngat &y ma.” Ben trt'ng mat nhin dién thoai. “Ma anh khong chay tron.
Troi a. Céi tay Lorcan nay, anh ta muon anh lam moi thi¢ theo cach cta anh
ta. Anh ta d@ quen nam quyén lyc hoi lam vGi cha anh r6i. Hw, gio khong
phai nhu ngay xwa.”
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Anh nhan lai rat ngan, ngoén cai nhw xia vao dién thoai. Gan nhu 1ap tirc c6
tin dap, va anh chwi tham qua ké rang. “Uu tién. Anh ta lai doi day doi ve
chuyén wu tién. Anh dang song. Anh dang lam nhitng viéc 1€ ra da phai lam
muoi ldm nam trwde. LE ra anh phai 1dy em ti hoi dy. Gio ching ta da co
muoi dea con.”

Toi lai dang trao tinh yéu v&i anh. Anh thich nudi mot gia dinh 16n! Ching
toi chwa hé dé cap chuyén nay, nhung thyc sy toi dang rat mong anh cling
thich sinh nhiéu con. C6 khi bon dita. Hoac sau ciing dugc!

“Bay gio thi ching ta c6 co hoi bu lai r6i.” T6i ghé lai gan, co ma vao co
anh. Pugc vai gidy, Ben dé roi dién thoai xuong ghé.

“Em biét sao khong?” anh néi. “Chang c6 gi quan trong ca ngoai ching
ta.” “Chinh thé,” t6i thi thao. “Anh van nhé gig phut anh phai long em. Day
la hom em 10n vong trén bg bién. Em ngoi tam nang trén hon da & gitra bién.
Em nhdy xuéng lan sau roi boi vao bo va r6i, thay vi di bo, em lai 16n ca
quang duwong vé. Anh nghi em khong biét cé ai dang nhin minh.” Téi cling
nhé. T6i nhd cdm giac khi bai cat phang an vao long ban tay. Téc t6i bay
tung. T6i déo dai va wa van dong. Co bap ran nhu phién da.

Va tat nhién t6i c6 biét anh dang nhin minh. “Em lam anh phat dién, Lottie
a.” Ban tay anh lai dang dich Ién dwdi vay tdi. “Lic nao cling thé.” “Ben,
khong dwogc.” Toi li€c sang ong gia kia, bat gdp mat 6ng ta nhin minh phia
trén to béo. “O day khong dugce.” “Anh khong chd néi nita.” “Em ciing thé.”
Khép nguwoi t6i lai dap don. “Nhung phai cho théi.” T6i lai nhin dong ho.
Méi muoi phit. Lam sao ching t6i chiu n6i bay gio? “Nay.” Ben nhin t6i, ha
thap giong. “Em da thdy nha vé sinh ¢ day chwa? To lam.” Anh ngung mot
chut. “Lai chung ca nam nit.” T6i c6 nén cuwoi. “Chang 1€ anh...”

“Tai sao khong?” Mat anh 16e 1én. “Em chiu chit?” “Bay gio a?”

“Tai sao khong? Van con hai mwoi phit mdéi 1én may bay.”

“Em... em khong biét nita.” T6i lwdng lw, thay nhu xé lam doi. Pay khong
han la cach t6i hinh dung dém trang mat cia minh - mot ci tau nhanh trong
nha vé sinh & Heathrow. Mat khac t6i cling khong nghi minh sé cuong nhw
thé nay. “Thé con dém tan hon thi sao?” t6i van c6 bam viu lay ké hoach.
“Phai cho n6 that dac biét va lang man co ma?”
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“Van dac biét 1ang man chit.” May ngoén tay anh dang dua nhe trén dai tai
toi, lam tirng con sén gai 6¢ chay xudng c6. “Day khong phai su kién chinh.
Pay méi la ban nhap thdi.” Ngon tay da lan tdi quai 4o con réi. “Ma thu thuye,
néu khong lam sém di thi anh n6é tung mat.”

“Em cling n6 tung mat.” T6i c6 kim cu thd gap. “OK, anh di truwdc di.
Kiém cho nao d6.”

“Anh sé nhan.”

Anh diéng day, nhanh chan rao buéc vé phia phong vé sinh chung. T6i dya
vao ghé, c6 nén cuwoi. Cho nay lang 1€ va bitrc boi qua, t6i khong hiéu lam thé
nao ma chung toi lai hanh sy dugc.

T6i 1dy dién thoai chd tin nhan cia anh, va ngau hitng bam s6 Fliss. Chi
v6i toi van sut ngay diia cot vé cau lac bd Mile-Highl2!. Tai khéng cuéng
dwgc muodn budn véi chi. Toi nhan thé nay thaéi:

C c6 bao gio twdng twgng lam chuyén do trong nvs phong cho san bay thi
tnao ko? Pgi em bao cao nhé.

Thyce tinh t6i khong nghi chi sé dap. Chi nhan dua ngd ngan théi ay ma.
Thé nén t6i nghét ca mat khi mot gidy sau da thady chuong tin nhan:

dap: Khong phadi lo, bon em két hon réi. Toi hdp mot ngum nwdc, roi lai nghe
chudng. Lan nay la cta Ben: Ngan t3 tir trai sang. GO 2 lan nhé. T6i rung
minh sung swéng tra 10i:

Pbén day.

Trong ltic nhat tudi, to6i nhan ra Fliss vira nhan lai:

Bat dau bwc minh r6i day. Toi nhan chi cho vui thoi, chit dau cé dinh xin
mot bai hoc ngu ngoc. Chi lo céi gi, lo chiing t6i bi bat r6i ngwoi ta sé lam
cach nao dé lién hé tGi chi va bi boi to tap chi quy hoa cta chi ha? Téi dap lai
cau ban: Ko phadi viéc cua chi.

Trong lic di ngang phong chd dén khu vé sinh, nguwdi t6i run 1én vi hoi
hop. T6i go hai lan vao ctta ngan thi¢ ba, va khi Ben 16i ao t6i vao anh da &
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tran mot nita.

“Oi troi oi. Oi troi oi...”

Miéng anh lap tic gan 1én miéng tdi, tay anh 16ng trong téc toi, gid thi anh
dang m& do con con to6i dang uon éo chui ra khoi quan 16t. T6i chwa hanh
dong nhanh nhw thé bao gio. Toi chwa bao gid muén nhanh nhw thé bao gio.
To6i chrra bao gio théem nhu thé sudt ca doi toi.

“Suyt!” ching toi ct khong ngdt suyt nhau khi va phai twong ngan veé
sinh. On troi 1a twong rat chac. Ching t6i xoay x@ vao tw thé nhanh hét cd,
Ben tira ngwoi vao twong, ca hai déu thd phi pho nhw dau may xe lira, t6i dam
bdo chang mat dén mudi gidy... “Dung bao khong?” t6i thi tham. “Khong.”
Anh nhin mat t6i. “Phai khéng?”

“Phai.” Toi lai cAm thdy mot luong phan khich méi. Chuing t6i c6 thé co
con! “Nay.” Anh chgt dirng lai. “Em cé hoc duwgc tro du dén gi ti hoi ching
ta gap lan choét khong day? Co diéu gi anh can biét khong?” “Co ti chut,” toi
néi hut hoi, xan vay cho cao hon nita. “N6i sau. Nao.” “OK! Dgi anh chut...”
Coc coc coc coc!

Tiéng go ctra ngan vé sinh lam toi suyt té xiu, dau géi giang vao két nuwéc.
Cai gi day? Cai gi day?

“Xin 16i?” bén kia ctta m6t giong nit cat Ién. “To6i la quan ly phong cho.
Trong do c6 ai khong?”

Su b6 n6 chit. Téi khong néi dwoce. Toi khong nhic nhich dwgce. Ben va t6i
kinh hoang nhin nhau. “Quy khach lam on m@ ctra ra dwgc khong?”

Mot chan t6i van con vong quanh luvng Ben. Chan kia gac trén bé ngoi. b6
16t thi khong biét & dau. Té nhat la ca ngwoi téi van con phap phong thém
muén. Khong biét c6 mic ké mu quan 1y ndy duge khong? Cit tiép tuc? Y toi
la ho lam gi duwoc chit?

“Tiép duwgc khong?” t6i map may moi v6i Ben. “That khé?” To6i ra dau
cho r6 y, lam bé ngoi kéu lach cach. Khon nan.

“Néu quy khach khong ra, ching t6i rat tiéc sé phai st dung chia khda van
nang dé vao,” giong kia van dang noi.

Ho c6 chia khoéa van nang dé vao nha vé sinh? Day la nwdc phat xit chac?
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T6i van dang thd hong hoc nhw lic ndy. Nhwng ldc nay thi la vi that vong
cay dang. T6i chiu théi. T6i khong thé dong phong trong khi mot ba quan ly
phong chd dang ap tai nghe cach chi muwdi lam phéan, dang sau canh cita, tay
lam lam chia khoa.

Tiéng go ctra don dap hon. Pung ra la da thanh dap cira.

“Quy khach c6 nghe thay khong?” ba kia dang quat to. “Cé ai trong day
nghe thay t6i n6i khong?”

T6i rau 11 dwa mat nhin Ben. Chuing t6i phai 1én tiéng thoi, tredc khi ba ta
dan ca doi dac nhiém pha ctra vao.

“0, xin chao!” t6i dap 16n, voi vang xoc lai 4o con. “Xin 16i! To6i chi
dang... stra lai cdi... dau t6i.”

Cai dau t6i? Nghi kiéu gi ra vay?

“Chong t6i dang gitip t6i,” t6i néi thém, lan quanh tim quan 16t. Ben dang
kéo quan dai. Thé 1a hét.

Chét tiét. T6i khong tim ra quan 16t. Phai bé lai théi. T6i nhanh chong chai
lai toc, liéc nhin Ben, nhat tti xach r6i mé khdéa mim cwoi véi mot ba toéc bac
ding ngoai ctra, kem mot c6 & phu ta toc nau.

“Xin 16i nhé,” t6i tron tru ndi. “Toi c6 van dé vé sitc khoe. Chong t6i phai
giup t6i tiém huyét thanh. Chiing t6i muon lam & cho riéng tw.”

Mat ba kia ngo vyc nhin khap ngwoi t6i. “Quy khach c6 can goi bac si
khong?” “Khéng, cdAm on ba. To6i khoe roi. Cam on anh yéu,” t6i néi thém
vdi Ben cho thuyét phuc.

Mat ba ta da ha xudng san. “Co phai la ctia quy khach khong?” T6i nhin
theo va raa tham trong bung. Quan 16t ctia t6i. Té ra n6 & day.

“Téat nhién la khong phdi cta t6i,” t6i néi lanh bang, kiéu ngao.

“T6i hiéu.” Ba ta quay sang phu ta. “Lesley, di goi lao cong dén lam sach
lai ngan nay.”

Oi troi 0i. Quan 16t Aubade day. Gia dén 40 bang. Va lai cung bd vdi cai
ao con t6i dang mac nita chit. Khong thé cam long nhin n6é mat tich vao thung
rac duoc.
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“Thuc ra thi...” To6i nhin x6i vao cai quan nhw chot nhan ra thit gi la.
“Nghi lai thi... c6 thé dung la cua t6i day.” T6i nhat 1én tho o hét c& réi nhin
k§ hinh mot nu héng. “A ding thé.” Téi nhét vao tii, tranh cai nhin nwéc da
cta ba quan ly. “Cam on rat nhiéu da gitp d&. T6i rat hoan nghénh cong viéc
caa quy vi. Phong cho dé thwong lam.”

“Cho phép toi noéi 10i tan thwong bita buffet,” Ben noi them. Anh chia mot
tay do toi budc ra tredce khi tdi bung nd. Khong biét nén cwdi hay nén hét 1én
nita. Lam sao lai c6 chuyén d6? Lam thé quai nao ho biét?

“Ching minh lam khé 1am ma,” t6i thi tham v&i Ben khi di. “Ching minh
hoan toan khéng gay tiéng ma.”

“Anh ca la thang gia kia,” anh thi tham tra 10i. “Han la 1do t6 minh. Lao
doan ra minh dinh lam gi.”

“Khoén nan.”

T6i dim ngwdi vao mot cai ghé dém nhung 16ng va tuyét vong nhin quanh.
Ma tai sao ho khéng danh phong cho nhu cau sex chit? Tai sao chi toan phuc
vu lén mang véi an nho?

“Udng chut sam banh nhé,” Ben ndi, bép chat vai to6i. “Bo qua di. Dém
nay sé biét tay.”

“Dém nay sé biét tay,” toi gat lay gat dé. T6i lai nhin dong ho. Nam tiéng
ba muoi phtit nita chiing t6i md&i c6 thé treo cai bién Pirng Quay Ray lén. Toi
sé dém tirng phan triéu gidy mot. Trong lic Ben di ra quay, t6i 1ay dién thoai
nhan Fliss. Bi phat hién roi. C6 dita xi déu. Khon nan. Phai dgi mot héi 1au -
r6i chi cling trd 10i: Toi nghiép em! Bay an toan nhé. Xxx
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Chuong 9
%

Hoc tap. Bay la mot chuyén tham quan hoc tap. Phdai. Toi khong hé lam don
xin. Ciling chang hé thong bdo. Khong hé ngoi trong van phong ba hiéu
tredng nghe mang mo. Yéu toé bat ngo 1a cot ti trong viéc nay.

“Chi Phipps?” Ba Hocking 16 dau qua ctra phong hoc. “Chi can gap t6i?”

“A, chao ba.” T6i mim cwdi ty tin hét sitc c6 thé. “Vang. Mot viéc nhé
th6i. T6i sap cho Noah nghi hoc may ngay tdi. Pua chau di choi dao & Hy
Lap. Day la mot chuyén tham quan hoc tap rat hitu ich.”

“A.” Ba ta nhian may mot cach rat ddng ngai. “Tdi e 1a chi s& phai xin phép
ba hiéu trwong...”

“T6i biét.” T6i gat dau. “Nhuwng tiéc la toi khong kip xin phép nita, vi theo
toi hiéu thi hom nay ba khong & truong.”

“Thé a? Chi bao gio di?” “Ngay mai.” “Ngay mai?” Ba Hocking trong rat
chung hitng. “Nhung hoc ky vira m@i bat dau hai ngay théi ma!”

“A tr nhi.” T6i t6 vé ngac nhién, ctt nhw chwa hé nhan ra chuyén nay. “O,
nhung t6i e day la viéc khan.” “Viéc thé nao ma khan?”

Viéc lién quan dén trdng mdt, dén sex dy ma. Ba biét day.

“Viéc dot xudt cta gia dinh,” toi bia btra. “Nhung ddy sé la mot chuyén
tham quan hoc tap rat hitu ich, nhw t6i n6i ddy. Hitu ich kinh khtng.” Toi
dang rong hai tay, nht mudn cho thay n6 sé hitu ich dén c& nao. “Hitu ich vo
vO vO cung.”

“Hum.” Ba Hocking rd rang chwva muon nhwgng bo. “Coé phdi 1a 1an thi tw
Noah dwgc cho nghi nam nay réi khong?” “Thé a?” T6i lam bé ngd ngan.
“To6i khong r5.”
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“T6i biét l1a moi chuyén dao nay...” ba hang giong “... rat khé khan cho
chi. Cong viéc va... va moi thit khac.” “Vang.”

Ca hai ching t6i déu ng6 1én tran nha, nhi mudn tiéu trir ky fc vé cai lan
Daniel vira huy dong thém mot bay luat s cdo gia mdi lam t6i khoc vang 1én
khi dén gio don con va gan nhu ip mat vao vai ba ma nitc ng.

“Oi.” Ba thé dai. “Duwoc roi. T6i sé bao véi hiéu trudng vay.” “Cam on
ba,” t6i nhiin nhadn néi. “Gid nay Noah dang & 16p hoc phu dao, nhung néu
chi vao day toi sé 1ay tdi ctia chau cho chi.”

Toi theo ba di vao 16p hoc trong khong, c6 mui go va son va sap nan Play-
Doh. C6 ph6 chu nhiém tén Ellen dang don dep vong tinh nhya, ngang lén
nhin t6i twoi réi. Ellen c6 chong lam nha bang thu nhap rat cao va ton sung
cac khach san nam sao. Thang nao c6 ta ciing doc tap chi cta toi, sudt ngay
héi t6i vé nhitng dich vu spa méi nhat, va Dubai cé that 1a hét mét r6i khong.

“Chi Phipps sap dwa Noah di tham quan hoc tdp & dao Hy Lap,” ba
Hocking néi bang giong lanh bang, v6i cai y hién nhién la, Cdi bdc phu vo
trdch nhiém nay dang chuon di dn choi nhdy mua vdi ddm nghién ngdp va 16i
thdng nho t¢i nghiép theo lam ban ldc, nhung t6i biét lam sao?

“Tuyét voi!” Ellen noi. “Nhung con em cin mdi thi sao?” “Em gi co?” Toi
ngo ngac nhin c6 ta. “Noah vira ké chuyén nha c6 em ctin méi. Giong Cocker
spaniel ay?” “Cocker spaniel a?” Toi cwdi pha l1én. “T6i khong biét n6 nghi gi
ma noi thé. Nha t6i khong nudi ch6, ma cling khong cé y dinh nudi...” T6i
nging 10i. Ba Hocking va Ellen dang liéc nhin nhau. “Cai gi thé?” Im lang
mot hoi - roi ba Hocking thd dai. “Chung t6i cling da doan ma. Chi cho hai,
c6 phdi 6ng cia Noah vira qua doi gan day khong?” “Khong.” Toi trogn mat
nhin. “Va khéng phdi cau bé vira mé tay trong ky nghi he chit?” Ellen dé
thém. “O phé Great Ormond?” “Khong hé!” Téi nhin tir ngudi nay qua ngudi
kia. “N6 noi vay a?”

“Chi dirng lo,” ba Hocking v0i va thém. “Ky trudc ching t6i da nhan thay
la Noah... tm, co6 tri twéng twong kha phong phi. Cdu bé da ké da thw
chuyén, ma vai chuyén thi ro rang la khong phai.”

T6i nhin ba lo lang. “Con chuyén gi nita?”
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“Tré con tudi nay séng trong cdi tweng twong la chuyén tuyét doi binh
thwong.” Ba dang danh trong lang. “Va tit nhién la ¢ nha chau cling gap
nhiéu cang thang. L.én 1én mot chiit sé hét thoi, t6i cam doan.”

“Con chuyén gi nita?” to6i nang nac.

“A.” Ba Hocking lai liéc nhin Ellen. “Chau néi minh da mé ghép tim. Tat
nhién chiing t6i biét ngay la khong phai thé. Chau con nhac dén mot em gai
so sinh dé thué, ca chuyén day ching t6i nghi chac 1a kho c6 thé...”

Mo ghép tim? Em gai so sinh dé thué? Va tir dau ma Noah biét cé ton tai
nhitng th nhw thé?

“T6i hidu,” cudi cling t6i néi. “Um, ti sé phai néi chuyén véi chau.”

“Ctt nhe nhang th6i.” Ba Hocking mim cuwoi. “Nhu téi vira néi day, day la
thoi ky bé nao cling trdi qua. C6 thé chdu dang muon thu hit chd y, cling c6
thé chau khong y thitc dwgc minh dang lam gi. Du la thé nao thi t6i tin chac
16n 1én mot chat cting hét thoi.”

“Chau con bdo c6 lan chi ném hét quan 4o cia chong ra duong va bao
hang x6m c dén ma chon!” Ellen cwdi lanh lanh. “Chéau né twéng twgng hay
that!”

Mat toi do ruc 1én. Chét tiét. Toi ct twdng lic dy né dang ngu.

“Twéng twong thé co chit!” Toi co gang 1y giong tw nhién. “Ai ma c6 thé
lam chuyén nhv vay duoc?”

Mat t6i van con néng khi dén phong phu dao cho tré theo cham. Noah moi
tht Tw lai phai & lai hoc thém, vi chi¥ viét ctia n6 trong rat kinh. (Ly do chinh
thitc trong gidy to' c6 noi gi d6 dén “cam nhan khong gian”, moi budi di dit
sau chuc bang.)

Ngoai ctta la khu vire chd cta phu huynh, t6i ngo6i xuong chiéc sofa mini.
Doi dién la ké chat day nhitng bt chi ché tao dic biét cho dé cam, kéo hinh
thu ky di va thd bong nhéi hat x6p. Con mot gia sach c6 nhitng quyén tiéu dé
kiéu, H6m nay bé thdy thé nao? Trén twong, ti vi dang ru ri mét chuong trinh
thiéu nhi ddc biét nao day.

C6 mot khu thé nay & van phong ciing la y hay, t6i nhan ra minh dang
nghi. T6i khong phan d6i dwgc moi tuan nita gid tron vao choi véi do choi
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hat x0p hodc chon ra tdim thé ghi Hom nay t6i thdy buén vi ldo sép qua ct
chudi.

“... chdu mo6 & pho Great Ormond.” Giong ndi phat ra tir ti vi lam t6i cha
y. “Sau day tay chau rat dau, chau khong viét dwgce.” T6i nhin 1én, thdy mot
cd bé con trong c6 vé chau A dang néi vao mdy quay. “Nhung bac Maria
giip chau hoc viét lai.” C6é tiéng nhac, man hinh chuyén sang cinh c6 bé
dang loay hoay cam buit chi, bén canh mot ngudi dan ba dang chi dan. Canh
cudi cung la c6 bé rang r& ty hao gio 1én birc tranh vira vé xong. Hinh md
dan, t6i chdp mat nhin lai céi ti vi ma long day ban khoan.

Pho Great Ormond. Cé phai la tinh ¢ khong?

“Me chau sap don mot em bé dé thué.” Khi nhac doi, dén lwgt mot cau bé
mat tan nhang xudt hién trén man hinh. “Pau tién chau chay minh bi bo roi.
Nhung bay gio chau thay rat phan khich.” Ha? T6i chop 14y diéu khién van to
tiéeng nghe Charlie gi6i thiéu co6 em gai so sinh dé thué. Két thic la canh ca
nha ngoi trong viedn véi nhau. Tiép nita la Romy, vira cay 6c tai nhan tao, roi
Sara, c6 me di lam phau thudt thdm my nén bay gio trong khac lam (nhwng
cling khéng sao), va r6i David véi qua tim mdi.

DVD dé khong nham ké chuyén gi cd, t6i nhanh chéng nhan ra. Pay chi la
DVD phat khong dé quang cdo cho cac DVD khac. Va ctt dé day chay vong
tron lién tuc. Mot chuoi nhitng cau chuyén song dep cam dong rung tim. Toi
hau nhw phai chép mat dé ngan minh khéi khoc khi nghe méi c6 cau nhoc ké
cau chuyén mui long ctia minh. Nhung t6i cling mudén so6i suc vi tic gian.
Khong ai nghi dén chuyén xem cai DVD nay u? Va khong ai lién hé dugc
chuyén Noah ké vdi nhitng gi né vira xem a? “Bay gio thi chdu c6 thé chay
choi dwgc roi,” David dang hén hé néi v6i may quay. “Chéau c6 thé choi véi
Lucy, em ctin méi & nha chau.” Lucy thudc giéng Cocker spaniel. Tat nhién.
Ctra thinh linh mé ra, va Noah xuat hién cung c6 gido & 16p phu dao, co
Gregory. “A, chao chi Phipps,” c0 ta néi nhu moi tuan. “Noah dang tién bd
rat nhanh.”

“To6t qua.” T6i mim cwoi dé chiu. “Noah, mac do khoac vao di con yéu.”
Trong luc no di ra gia moc ao, toi quay sang co Gregory ha giong noi. “Co
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Gregory, t0i vira xem cai DVD rat thu vi ngoai kia. Noah c6 tri twdng
twong kha phong phd, va toi nghi cé 1é chadu dang bat chuwéc theo cac bé trong
phim hoi qua mitc. Co c6 thé lam on tat di khi chau ng6i & day khong?”

“Bat chuéc a? Co ta trong rat boi réi. “Nhu thé nao co?”

“N6 bdo vadi ba Hocking 1a minh m6 ghép tim,” t6i n6i toet. “Lai con mo
tay & pho Great Ormond nita. Tat ca la tir cai dia kia.” T6i chi vé phia ti vi.
“A.” Mit ¢6 ta xubi xi. “Oi troi i.”

“Cling khong hai gi, nhung c6 c6 thé bat sang dia khac dugc khéng? Hoac
la tat di th6i?” T6i mim cuwdi ngot x6t. “Cam on c6 nhiéu lam.”

C6 nhiéu da tré nghi minh la Harry Potter. Con con t6i, hién nhién, chon
ngay lam nhan vat chinh trong DVD c6 dong. Khi di cing Noah ra xe, t6i siét
chdt tay no.

“Con yéu a, me vira xem dia phim cua co giao con. Xem nhitng chuyén
nhv thé rat vui, phédi khong nhi? Chuyén vé nhitng ngudoi khac dy,” to6i nhan
manh thém.

Noah tram ngam suy nghi mét hoi lau.

“Néu me cta con lam phau thuat thim my,” cudi cung né néi, “thi cling
khong sao. Du me trong c6 khac ngay xwa ciing vay. Vi chac la bay gio me
hanh phuc hon.”

Nu cwoi do lai trén miéng t6i. Lam on dirng noi 1a né da ké vdi c6 gido
rang t6i di lam phau thuat tham my va bay gi¢ hanh phtc hon.

“Pung thé.” To6i cd gang noi giong than nhién. “Ma Noah nay. Con biét la
me khong hé lam phau thuat thim my, ding khong?” Noah tranh khong nhin
t6i. Oi troi oi. N6 da néi gi vay? Tdi dinh nhan manh lai v6i né tinh trang
hoan toan phi phau thuat cia minh (mot lan di tiém Botox khong tinh) thi
dién thoai kéu. Lottie nhan tin. Oi trdi. Lam on ditng bao chiing né da thanh
cong chi. Lén may bay day. Thtt gia nhap clb Mile-High cling hay nhi? Co
thé dat tén bé la Miles hay la Miley xxx T6i 1ap titc nhan lai: GGm qua! Bay
vui nhé xxx

To6i tritng mat nhin dién thoai mat may gidy sau khi bam gtri. Chiing né6 sé
khong tim cach lam trén mdy bay chit. Chac chan la khéng. Ma du sao thi
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nhan vién san bay ciing da bi mat goi cho b6 phan tiép vién, canh cdo vé mot
cap hanh khach ritng m&. Ho sé quan tam chu déo; t6i c6 thé binh tinh roi.

Nhuwng tim t6i van dap thinh thich. T6i liéc dong ho, lan nita lai buc dién
1én vi tinh hinh di lai qua bat tién. M6i ngay chi mot chuyén bay thang dén
Ikonos? That dién ro. Toi can c6 mat & day ngay bay gio.

Nhung vi dang nao ciing khong dugc, t6i danh di nghién cttu mot chuit
vay. T6i tim thdy n6 & ding noi t6i dodn: trong hop dudi gam giwong, xép
cung toan bo s6 con lai. Lottie bat dau ghi nhat ky tir hoi mudi 1am tudi, coi
chuyén dé hét sitc quan trong. N6 van thwong doc titng doan cho t6i va con
mo mong néi vé chuyén sé dem xudt ban mot ngay nao dé. NoO hay trinh
trong bao, “Nhu em vira viét trong nhat ky ngay hom qua...” nhu la viéc do6
khong hiéu sao da lam cho nhitng gi né nghi tré nén quan trong hon han
nhitng gi t6i nghi (khong duwgc ghi chép lai, da bién mat trong man swong mu
thoi gian. Lich st sé dau 1ong vi thé, han r6i.) T6i chwa hé doc nhat ky cia n6
bao gi®. Toi la ngwoi song cé nguyén tac ma. Hon nita: t6i chang bu6n ban
tam. Nhung toi can biét chit gi day vé cai cau Ben nay, ma day la nguon duy
nhat t6i nghi ra duwgc. Sé chang ai biét toi da lam gi dau. Noah thi da an toan
¢ trong bép xem Ben 10. T6i ngbi xuéng giwvong nd, mui Lottie phang phat di
1én tr vo chan: mui hoa 14, ngot ngao va sach sé. H6i mudi tdm tudi né dung
Eternity, va t6i cling ngwi thdy ca mui do tir cac trang nhat ky.

Puwoc roi. Nhay vao thoi, va nhanh 1én. Toi c6 cdm giac rat cang thang va
t0i 101 khi ng6i day, du da dwgc giao trong trach gitt chia khéa cho Lottie va
c6 toan quyén & trong can hd ctia nd, con né thi dang trén may bay cach day
nhiéu dam, ma néu c6 ai di vao that thi toi sé nhét ngay cudn s6 xudng dwdi
g0i ma bdo, Sang kiém tra tinh hinh théi. T6i mé& btra mét trang. Fliss diing la
toi tw dong dap tra.

'”

mot mu dién. Ha? “ Em dién thi co
OK, lam thé rat khong can thiét va rat tré con. Khong nén nhay dén két
luan. Phai c6 1y do gi day cht. T6i doc k¥ hon ngay hom dé. Co6 vé nhu t6i da
khong chiu cho né mugn cai ao khoac bo mac di choi vao nam dinh huwéng.
Htw, thé co ha? T6i la mot mu dién chi vi khong ngoan ngodn dang ngay
cho no céi 4o caa t6i, do t6i tw bd tién ra mua? Toi dién dén noi chi mudn
nhac dién thoai goi ngay n6 néi cho ra 1&. Ma chwa ké, n6é c6 bao gid viét vé
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chuyén toi da dwa cho n6é dén ntra ta dép di trong nha ma chwa bao gio thay
no tra lai, lai con cdp kinh ram Channel sau khi n6 lién tuc nan ni?

T6i nhin tritng tritng cuén nhat ky, con gian am i trong long, roéi budc
minh m@ thém vai trang nita. Khong thé chim dam trong tran cai co mudi lam
namtriede dwge. Toi phai tua tGi thoi. Phai dén cho Ben. Trong lic gid titng
trang, doc 1wt ndi dung, téi gan nhw c6 cam gidc minh dang lam ban déng
hanh trong su6t nam dinh huéng vGi n6: dau tién téi Paris, roi t¢i mién Nam
nuwdc Phép, r6i Y, mdi noi mdt mau nhé ngin ngén. Poc ciing kha mé.

. €0 khi Ién lén chuyén tdi Paris song... dn qud nhiéu bdnh virng, ak,
Chua oi, minh thdt xdu va béo nhu quy... mét anh tén Ted la sinh vién dai hoc
va SIEU CHAT... anh dy mé chii nghia hién sinh... minh nén tim hiéu cdi dé,
anh dy noi tinh minh qud hop...

... mdt troi Igin BPEP KHONG CHIU PUQC... uéng qud nhiéu Coca pha
rum... chdy nang DEN THUI roi... ngu v&i mét tén Pete, rdt khéng nén... Iap
ké hoach chuyén t&i mién Nam nuwéc Phdp khi cad lii da ngodi ba muoi tudi...

... UOC GI minh giéi tiéng Y hon. Pdy diing ld noi minh mudn séng, dén
hét doi. CUC KY luén... dn qud nhiéu gelatin, ak, dui minh xdu nhu quy...
mai di Hy Lap...

... mot noi PEP KHONG TIN NOL... khong khi tiéc cuc ky lubn, tdt ca
HIEU nhau khting khiép... minh c6 thé dn feta CA POL... Idn xuéng mdy cdi
hang duéi ddy nudc... mot anh tén Ben... ngu véi Ben... TUYET DIEU... ©
Lottie?” Giong dan 6ng cdt lén cdat dit mach tdp trung, khién toi gidt bdn
minh t&i mirc lam cuén s6 bay veéo lén troi. Theo bdn ndng toi chop ldy no,
roi nhdn ra ddy la bdang chitng pham téi, lién gidt tay lai khién né roi xuéng
ddt, roi dd no ra xa va cudi cung cting ngang lén.

“Richard?”

Cau ta dang ding trén nguong clta, mac ao mua, toc tai bo pho, tay xach
va li. Nét mat cau ta kha kich dong, va trong tuyét doi giong Gordon Brown
phién ban tré hon ca Pierce Brosnan phién ban tré. “Lottie dau?” cau ta gang
hoéi. “T6i sang kiém tra tinh hinh,” t6i v6i va lam bam, mat néng ruwc vi xau
hé va mat danh voi sang cudén nhat ky. “Kiém tra tinh hinh.”
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Richard nhin t6i nhw khong hiéu t6i dang néi gi. Thanh thyc ma noi, t6i
noéi cling chang hiéu. “Lottie dau?” cau ta gang hoi, 1an nay cao giong hon.
“Co chuyén gi thé? T6i dén cho lam, khong ai chiu néi c6 ay dang & dau. To6i
dén day, thay chi ngoi trén giwong co dy. Noi di.” Cau ta budng roi va li. “Co
dy 6m a?”

“Om a?” T6i mudn cudi pha lén nhvw dién. “Khong, khong 6m ti nao.
Richard, cdu dén day lam gi?”

Va li ciu ta c6 deo thé may bay. Chac han ciu ta da lao thang tir san bay vé
day mot cach rat lang man. T6i thady hoi buon la Lottie lai khong c6 mat ma
chitng kién. “T6i da pham sai lam. Sai lam 16n.” Cau ta buwéc dén ctra s6 ngo
ra ngoai mot choc, roi liéc sang tbi. “Toi cling khong biét co dy ké vdi chi dén
dau.”

“Ciing kha kha,” toi n6i giong xa giao.

T6i khong nghi cdu ta sé vui swéng néu biét n6 da ké vai toi tat tan tat, ké
ca thoéi quen thich bit mat cta cau ta va thich dung do choi cta né, va phat
khiép khi hinh dung nguwdi don nha sé tim thdy. “A, ching tdi di chia tay,”
cdu ta nang né noi. “Vai tuan trudc.” Thé co day. “Cé, t6i cé nghe ké.” Toi
gat dau. “No6 rat buén.”

“Toi cting thé.” Cau ta quay phat lai, thé kho nhoc. “Pung la tir dudi dat
moc lén! T6i c nghi chiing t6i song v4i nhau rat hanh phic. T6i c nghi c6
ay hanh phic.” “N6 hanh phiic that! Nhwng né khong thay chuyén dé dan dén
dau ca.” “Y chi 1a...” Cau ta dung ding mot hdi 1au. “Hoén nhan.” Toi thay co
phan buc minh. Ban than t6i cling khong ham ho chuyén cuéi xin gi cho cam,
nhung cau ta cling dau can phai buon chan ra mat thé chit. “Pay ciing khong
phai y twdng tan ky gi lam,” t6i nhan xét. “Pay la viéc moi nguwdi déu lam khi
ngudi ta yéu nhau.” “U, tbi biét, nhung...” Cau ta nhin mit, c nhu dé tai
dang néi dén la cai thu choi quéi dan nao d6 ctia nhitng ngwdi tham gia mot
show thyc té quai dan. Gio thi toi sap dién 1én r6i day. Néu cau ta diing cam
1én ma cau hon ngay tir dau di thi lam gi dan dén nhitng chuyén nay.

“Thé cau mudn gi ha Richard?” t6i hoi dop.

“T6i muodn gdp Lottie. T6i mudn no6i chuyén véi co ay. T6i mudn moi thi
tr& vé nhu trede kia. Co dy khong chiu tra 101 dién thoai cling nhw email. Vay
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nén toi néi v4i sép maéi rang minh phai quay vé Anh.” Giong ciu ta thoang vé
tw* hao. Hién nhién cdu ta coi la minh da lam mot diéu cao ca. “Thé cau muodn
noi gi vdéi n6?”

“Néi la ching t6i thudc vé nhau,” cau ta binh tinh dap. “La toi yéu co ay.
La ching t6i c6 thé gidi quyét dugc viéc nay. La hon nhan cling la mot
phwong an cé thé xay ra, vé sau.”

Hoén nhén ciing la mét phuong dn cé thé xdy ra vé sau. Cha. An néi thé thi
cd nao cha mé tit. “A, t6i e 12 cau dén mudn mat roi.” Toi cam thdy khodi chi
mot cach tan bao khi néi cau do. “No 1ay chong roi.”

“Hi?” Richard cau may khong hiéu, ro 1a khong tiép thu dwoc 10i téi. “N6
lay chong r6i.” “Chi noi thé la sao, c6 ay lay chong r6i?” Trong cdu ta van
ngo ngac. Lay Troi dat, thé cau ta nghi t6i néi thé 1a sao? “N6é ldy chong roi!
N6 thudc vé ngudi khac roi! Thue té 1a n6 vira méi 1én may bay di trang mat
¢ Ikonos.” T6i nhin déng ho. “N6 dang bay trén troi ngay lic nay day.”

“Gi c0.” Mot ranh nhan dién cuoéng han sau trén tran cau ta. Chac chan la
Gordon. Mdt phut nita cau ta sé quang laptop vao mat toi cho ma xem. “Lam
sao ma co ay da lay chong dugc? Chi dang noi cai khi gi thé?”

“N6 chia tay vdi cau, gan nhw 1én con suy sup than kinh, gap lai tinh cd,
anh kia cau hon ngay tai cho, r6i né gat phat vi né con dang séc va dang kho
s dén tuyét vong va mé anh kia phat dién. T6i dang n6i nhw thé day.” Toi
trirng mat nhin cau ta.

“Hiéu chwa?” “Nhung... anh ta la ai?”

“Ban trai nam dinh hwéng ctia n6. N6 chwa gap anh ta muoi lam nam nay.
Mai tinh dau céc kiéu.”

Cau ta nhin t6i nghi ngo. T6i nhin thady dugc nhitng banh xe dang quay
trong dau cau ta, su tinh ngd dan dan 16 ra: day khong phai la choc titc. T6i
dang noi s thye. N6 1ay chong roi.

“Céai me cha... t6 kiép.” Cau ta dap ca hai nim dam lén tran. “U. T6i ciing
cam thay dung thé day.”

Im lang kho ndo hoi lau. Mot dgt mwa nhe dap lach tach vao cira so, toi
vong tay 6m quanh ngwoi minh. No6i khoai chi dugc tritng phat Richard da
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ngudi di roi, toi chi con thdy dau nhitc va kho s@. bang la chuyén r6. “Thé
ddy.” Cau ta thd ra. “Vay toi cho thé l1a hét.” “To6i nghi vay.” To6i nhin vai.
Pirng hong t6i tiét 16 ké hoach véi cau ta. Toi khong thé liéu dé cau ta can
thiép vao, hay lai ggi y nhitng thit ngu xuan. Uu tién s6 mdt la go Lottie thoat
khoi Ben da, vi chinh ban than né. Néu sau d6 Richard muon tan cong trd lai
thi day la viéc ctia cau ta. “Thé thi... chi biét gi vé tay nay khong?” Richard
thinh linh choang tinh khéi con mé. “Tén han la gi?” “Ben.” “Ben.” Cau ta
nghi hodc nhac lai. “Chwa bao gio c6 ay ké chuyén tay nao tén Ben.”

“0.” T6i lai nhiin vai. “Y t5i 1a t6i biét hét ban trai cii ciia cd ay. Jamie.
Seamus. Va tén gi ay nhi. Ké toan ay.” “Julian,” t6i khong kim duwgc bo sung.

“Pung thé. Nhung c6 dy con khong bao gid nhac dén tén Ben.” Mat
Richard suc quanh phong, ctt nhw di tim manh moéi, réi dau lai ngay trén cuon
nhat ky dang nam hé trén san. Cau ta quay nhin sang to6i, ngd ngang. “Chi doc
nhat ky ctia co6 ay a?”

Chét tiét. T6i phai biét Richard sé dé y dén cai dé chi. Luc nao cdu ta
cling nhan ra nhiéu thit hon ngudi ta twdng. Lottie van hay noéi cau ta giong
con su t¥ ngu gat dudi goc cay, nhung tdi nghi cdu ta giéng con bo mong thi
ding hon: m6t phut tredc con hién lanh gam cé, mot phat sau da chia sing
xong lén. “Khong han la t6i dang doc.” To6i c6 gang binh tinh. “Chang la toi
dang diéu tra ti chat vé tay Ben nay théi.”

Mat Richard sang quac nhin t6i. “Vay chi tim ra cai gi?”

“Chua c6 gi may. Téi mdGi dén phan ho vira gap nhau & Ikonos...” Cau ta
thinh linh vo 1ay cu6n nhat ky. Nhanh nhw chép, téi cling chdp 1ay n6 va tim
dwgc mot goc. Ca hai déu dang tim chat, c6 gang giat ra khéi tay ngudi kia.
Cau ta khoe hon t6i nhiéu, nhung t6i khong dé cho cau ta lay nhat ky ctia n6
dau. Phai c6 gidi han chu.

“T6i khong tin noi chi lai muon doc nhat ky cia em gai minh,” Richard
noi, tim cach van cho tudt khai tay toi.

“T6i khong tin noi cau lai muén doc nhat ky cia ban gai minh,” t6i hut hoi
dop lai. “Buong ra. Budng ra.”

Cudi cung toi cling rit duge khéi tay cau ta, vong ca hai canh tay om lay
bdo vé no.
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“T6i c6 quyeén biét.” Richard dang sirng s 1én vdi toi. “Néu Lottie thay vi
toi, t0i c6 quyén dugc biét han ta la ai.”

“OK,” t6i vac lai. “T6i sé doc cho cau nghe mét chit. Kién nhan.”

Tai lai 14t cac trang, tua qua Phap va Y t6i Ikonos. DAy roi. Hét trang nay
dén trang khac toan “Ben” v6i “Ben”. Ben thé nay, Ben thé khac. Ben. Ben.
Ben.

“N6 gdp anh ta @ mot nha khach rat nhiéu nguwdi dén nghi.”

“Nha khach & Ikonos a?” Madt Richard giat giat khi nhan ra cai tén nay.
“Nhung c6 ay ké vdi toi vé chd dé hang triéu lan ma. Nha khach cé cau thang
dai. Noi phat chay va c6 dy citu mang tit cA moi nguoi? Y t6i 1a noi d6 da
thay déi cudc doi co6 dy. Co ay lic nao cling bao ddy la noi co6 dy tré thanh
con nguwoi nhw hién gid. Co6 dy con treo anh n6 ¢ dau day...” Cau ta nhin
quanh phong r6i xia ngon tay. “Day nay.”

Ca hai ching t6i déu ngam nghia birc dnh dong khung chup Lottie ngo6i
xich du, mdc 4o tam va vay trang vién ren ngan clin cdn, tai cai bong hoa.
Trong né gay va tré mang, va rang ngoi. “Co ay chang bao gio néi gi vé
nguoi ndo tén Ben,” Richard cham rdi néi. “Khdng lan nao.” “A.” Tbi cin
méi. “Um, c6 thé né Iya chon chuyén nao nén ké lai.” “T6i hiéu.” Cau ta ngbi
sup vao ghé lam viéc, mat may u rii.

“Vay doc tiép di.” T6i lai liéc nhanh qua chi¥ Lottie. “Vé co ban la cé hai
tia thady nhau trén baibién... roi thi c6 tiéc va ca hai bat vao nhau...” “Poc di,
cau ta ngat 10i. “Pirng c6 tom tat.”

“Cau c6 chac khong?” t6i nhwéng may nhin Richard. “Cau c6 chac cau
muon nghe khong?” “Poc di.” “OK. Nghe day.” T6i hit mot hoi r6i chon bira
mot trang.

Ngdm Ben trugt nuéc sdng nay. Oi troi, chdt oi la ngdu. Anh dy choi
harmonica, ngudi anh radm nang. Ca chiéu phang nhau trén thuyén, khong s¢
cho den cho trdang, haha. Mua thém nén thom va dau mdt xa cho toi nay.
Minh chi muén mét diéu la & v&i Ben va ngu voi Ben mdi mdi. Minh sé khéng
bao gio yéu ai nhu’ thé. KHONG BAO GIO.
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T6i im lang, cdm thay khé xtt. “NO6 sé giét tdi néu biét toi doc cho cau
nghe cai nay.”

Richard khong dap. Cau ta nhw da chét sitng.

“Pdy la mwoi lam nam treede r6i,” téi vung vé ndi. “N6 mGi muoi tdm. Hoi
md&i muoi tdm ai cling viét nhat ky nhu thé.”

“Theo chi thi...” Cau ta dirng lai. “Theo chi thi c6 ay c6 bao gio viét nhu
vay veé t6i khong?”

Coi bao dong bit dau réo trong dau tdi. Oi trdi. Khong doi ndo. Khong c6
chuyeén do dau.

“Toi chiu!” T6i gdp quyén s6 danh chét. “Hai cai khac nhau. Moi thit déu
khac khi nguwai ta 16n 1én. Sex kiéu khac, yéu kiéu khac, tu m& dwéi da ciing
kiéu rat khac.” To6i dang c6 pha tro, nhung Richard hinh nhw con khéng nghe
thay toi ndi gi. Cau ta dang dam dam nhin anh Lottie, 16ng may triu xuéng
dén noi t6i doan chac né sap rung. Chubng cira thinh linh reo khién ca hai
giat ban, va khi dwa mat nhin nhau t6i biét cd hai cung c6 y nghi dién ro:
Lottie?

Richard sai budc ra sanh hep, t6i di theo, tim dap thinh thinh. Cau ta m&
toang ctra, t6i trd mat that vong nhin mot 6ng gia gay go hién ra.

“A chdo anh Finch,” dng ta n6i giong phan nan. “Charlotte c6 nha khong?
Vi c6 ay hita rat nhiéu lan ma van chwa stta veon mai nha. Lon xon kinh
khting.”

Vuon mai nha. Dén ca toi con biét vé cai vieon mai nha. Lottie da goi dién
ké v6i t6i la minh dang cuwc ky mé lam vweon va da dat mua céa 16 do dac xinh
x€0, quyét tam thiét ké€ mot viron rau.

“Toi cling la nguoi biét diéu,” ong gia kia van dang ndi, “nhung hita thi
phai lam, ma ching t6i ai cling da gop tién vao quy mua cay, va toi thye tinh
cam thdy nhu thé thi...”

“Ro6i ¢6 ay sé lam, OK?” Richard san t6i, giong vang am nhu sdm khién
hinh nhu cd dén dém xung quanh ciing run Ién. “Cé ay dang vach ra mot ké
hoach rat 16n. Co ay c6 6c sang tao. May viéc nay rat mat thoi gian. Thé nén
ong veé di!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Ong gia kia rim ngudi sg hai, con t6i nhuwéng may nhin Richard. Trdi. Toi
cling khong phién néu thinh thodng duwgc ai chién dau bao vé minh nhw thé
dau.

Hon nita: t6i doan dung. Cau ta chac chan la b6 mong chit khong phai suw
ter. Néu la su t, thi gio nay cau ta da lén lat va kién nhan di rinh Ben trong
bui ram. Nhung Richard rat thang than nén sé khong lam thé. Ma cau ta sé
hting ho lao vé phia muc tiéu gan nhat, du c6 vi thé ma quét vd mot ngan tach
tra trong luc lao di. Tam noi vay. Cira dong lai, ca hai ban khodn nhin nhau,
ct nhw vu ngat 10i vira r6i da thay doi tinh thé. “T6i phdi di thoi,” Richard dot
ngot noi, gai khuy ao mua.

“Cau quay lai San Francisco a?” t6i hoang mang héi. “Ci thé thoi a?” “Tat
nhién.” “Nhung con Lottie thi sao?” “Thi sao? C6 ay da ldy chong, t6i mong
cd ay dugce hanh phic.” “Richard...” Toi chdp mat, khong biét néi sao.

“Ho la m6t cap thanh mai tric ma va bay gio ho tim thay nhau r6i. Hoan
toan hop ly. Chic ho may man théi.”

Cau ta dang buon buc, t6i nhan ra. Buén byc kinh khing. Quai ham cau ta
danh lai, mét nhin xa xam. Oi trdi oi, gio thi t6i thdy an han 1im roi. L& ra toi
khong nén doc nhat ky ctia né 1én. T6i chi muon lac cho cau ta tinh, b6t binh
chan nhu vai thoi.

“Thanh mai tric ma gi chung no,”
Richard, néu cau con quan tam, thi ca hai dita déu dang gitta con loan 6c toan
tap. Lottie da khong tinh tdo tir h6i bé cdu, con cai anh Ben kia thi hinh nhw
cling dang khung hoang trung nién gi do... Richard, nghe nay. Xin cau.” Toi
dat tay 1én canh tay cau ta dén khi cau ta chiu dé y. “Cudc hon nhan nay
khong dugce 1au dau. Toi tin chac ma.” “Lam sao ma chi lai tin chac duwgc?”

toi nghiém giong noéi. “Thé nay,

Cau ta cau may, c nhu riéng viéc dam lam cau ta thém hy vong da da khién
toi dang ghét.

“Cam giac thoi,” toi néi vé bi an. “Ct goi la tryc gidc lam chi di.”

“Goi la gi cling dugc.” Cau ta nhin vai. “Nhu thé cling can khoi thoi
gian.” Cau ta quay tré@ vao phong ngu, xach va li. “Khong, khong c6 dau!”
Toi voi va dudi theo, ndm 14y vai bat cau ta dirng lai. “Y t6i 1a... c6 thé 1a sém
hon cau twéng day. SGm hon nhiéu. Van deé 1a, néu t6i 1a cau, t6i khéng bo
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cudc dau. Toi sé nan lai chd xem.” Richard im lang mot hoi, ré rang dang
khang cy lai hy vong trong long minh. “Thé chinh xac la ho lay nhau lic
nao?” cau ta dot ngot hoi. “Sang nay.” T6i nhan mat tham khi nhén ra cau ta
chon gid gidc qua stec vung. Gia ma cau ta dén s6m mot ngay thoi...

“Vay tbi nay la...” Cau ta bo lttng nhw khong thot ndi chiv d6. “Dém tan
hon cua ho. Phai. Phai, t6i nghi la thé.” T6i ngirng 161, sam soi mong tay, mat
c6 khong biéu cam, thai d6 hoan toan vo tw. “A. Ai ma biét rdi sé ra sa0?”
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Chuong 10

S otts

Toi khong chiu dwge. Toi khong chiu duge nita. Toi sé 1a nguwdi dau tién trén
doi chét vi doi sex. Toi con nhé nhitng ky cho dgi dai khéng chiu noi hoi con
bé. Dgi phat tién tiéu vat. Dgi dén sinh nhat. Bgi dén Giang sinh. Nhung
chwa c6 bao gio chd dgi bién thanh 4&c mong nhu thé nay. Bung la tra tan.
Con nam tiéng, r6i bon tiéng, réi ba tiéng nita... Sudt trong thoi gian bay va di
Xe tir san bay vé, t6i van tung tham trong bung, Sap roi... sap roi... sap roi...
Chi con moi cach ay dé tranh khong phat dién. Ben thi cit vu6t ve chan toi.
Anh dang nhin thang phia truwéc, thd déu. Toi thay rd anh ciling dang nghen @
1én nhv t6i. Va bay gio thi chi con tinh bang phut thoi. Khach san chi con
cach ntra cdy s0. Béc tai dang ré khoi duwong chinh réi. Ching téi cang gan
dén noi, t6i cang khong chiu ndi. Nhitng gidy tri hodn cudi cung lam t6i tac
thd mat. Téi chi mudn cé Ben. Tdi dang nhin quanh gid v& ng6é nghiéng
khung canh, nhung chi thdy toan dwong sa va doi pha cay bui ltip xip cung
nhitng bang quang cdo vé d6 uong Hy Lap mang nhitng cai tén la hoac. San
bay & dau bén kia ddo so véi noi cé nha khach chiing t6i ¢ hoi tirng dy nam
trwdc. Han 1a t6i con chwa bao gid dat chan dén day. Vi thé t6i khong bi danh
thitrc ky niém, cling chang nhan ra cai gi ca. T6i chi thay tuyét vong.

Sap r6i... sap roi... sap roi... Chung t6i sé nga nguwdi trén cai givong phong
suite trang mat khong 10, quan 4o sé viit tung trén san, con ching toi sé doi
mat nhau, da ap vao da, chang c6 gi ngan can, va cudi cung, cudi cung thi...
“Khach san Amba,” bac tai tv hao tuyén bo, nhdy v0i ra ngoai m& ctta cho
ching t6i. Vira chui ra, t6i da thay lan khi Hy Lap dm ap gioi 1én d6i vai. Toi
nhin quanh, thu vao tam mat cai cong vao khong 16 c6 hang cot trang, bon
con su tir d4, mot dai phun nwéc cé ca day voi phun dé ao ao. Tng réem hoa
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gidy hong ruc ria xudng trén cac ban coéng trai phai. Nén nhdy nhét trong
nhitng chiéc den mang x6ng dai twéng. Nghe rd ca tiéng dé ban chiéu ri ri, va
xa xa vong veé nhitng hop am ti¢ tdu dan day. That 1a mot chon hét sdy. Khi
buwdc 1én nhitng bac thang da thap, t6i bong cam thdy niém hoan hi dang trao.
Chuyén nay roi sé hoan hao théi. Mot tuan trang mat hoan hdo. Toi bép chat
canh tay Ben.

“Co tuyét khong chi?” “Trén ca tuyét voi.” Anh vong tay qua eo t6i roi
lu6bn vao bén trong ao s 1én moéc 4o con. “Pung! Cho nay sang lam!” Toi
van nguwoi tranh di, du cad co thé dang doi anh tiép tuc. “Ching minh phai
dgi.”

“Khong doi dwgc.” Mat anh nhin toi da toi di.

“Em cling thé.” T6i nudt nwdc bot. “Em sap chét dén noi roi.”

“Anh chét sém hon em.” My ngon tay anh lai tudt xuéng cdi chun vay.
“Pirng c6 ndi la em cé mac gi & trong ddy nhé.”

“MGt sgi chi cling khong,” toi ri ram.

“Chta 0i.” Anh cat tiéng rén tram duc. “OK, gi0 minh di 14y chia, roi
minh sé khoa chat cta, va roi...”

“Ong ba Parr phai khong a?” Mot giong néi cat 1én ngét 101, tdi ngang 1én
thdy mot ngwdi nhé con, da ngam madc vest dang thoan thoat tién xuéng cau
thang vé phia ching t6i. Giay 6ng ta bong loang, va khi dén gan hon toi thay
thé deo 4o ctia dng ta dé tén NICO DEMETRIOU, QUAN LY KHACH VIP.
Mot tay ong ta cam b6 hoa dai twéng, dang chia cho téi. “Han hanh chao
mung quy ba dén véi khach san Amba. Ching t6i rat vui dugc chao don quy
ong ba. Quy ong ba dén day nghi trang mat phai khong a?”

Ong ta dan chiing t6i qua ddi canh ctra kinh 16n, vao tién sanh vom tron
rong ménh moéng. San op da hoa, & gitta c6 mot cai hd dao xudng san tha
nhiéu ngon nén ti xiu. Xung quanh bat nhac ém ai, khong khi thodng mui xa
rat dé chiu.

“Xin nhan 16i chic mirng cta chiing t6i. Moi quy 6ng ba ngdi.” Ong ta chi
vao mot co sofa boc lanh dai. “M@&i m6i vi mot ly sam banh!”
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Mot ngudi boi khong biét tir dau hién ra, bung theo hai ly sam banh trén
khay bac. T6i lwong I r6i cling cam lay mot ly va liéc nhin Ben.

“That cam on 6ng qua,” Ben noéi, khong hé c6é y dinh nhic nhich vé phia
sofa. “Nhung chiing t6i mong dugc nhan phong cang nhanh cang t6t.”

“Tat nhién r6i. Tat nhién r6i.” Nico nhdy mat vé dong 10a. “Hanh ly cta
quy 6ng ba dang dwoc dwa 1én. Chi can 6ng ba dién vao it thong tin...” Ong ta
chia ra mot cudn s6 bia da cung cay but cho Ben. “Mdi quy 6ng ba ngoi.
Ngoi sé dé chiu hon.”

Mién cudng, Ben lin nguwdi xudng sofa va bat dau viét ngody nhanh hét c&
c6 thé. Trong lic doé Nico trao cho t6i td gidy in, ngay trén dau c6 dong chit
Chao mtrng ong ba Parr, & dudi liet ke mot loat dich vu va cac tro giai tri. Toi
liéc qua, thay kha an twong. Lan bang ong thd c6 hwdng dan, picnic c6 sam
banh... du hanh trong ngay trén du thuyén hai mwoi mét cia khach san... bita
t0i c6 dau bép riéng ndu tai cho trén san hién phong quy khach... mat xa do6i
bang dau thom dwéi anh sao...

“Chang t6i han hanh gi6i thiéu vdi quy vi Trdi nghiém Trang mat T6i
hoanhdo.” Nico cudi v6i toi twoi réi. “Quy ong ba sé c6 quan gia rieng phuc
vu ham bon trén ham bon. Quy 6ng ba sé dwge stt dung mién phi khu vie spa
riéng trong phong suite. Chinh ban than t6i sé san sang phuc vu quy 6ng ba
moi noi moi lic. Khong yéu cau nao bi coi la qua stc, hay qua vun vat.”

“Cam on 6ng.” T6i khong nén n6i mét nu cwoi dap lai, 6ng ta that de
thuwong qua chirng.

“Tuan trang mat cta quy ong ba la mot dip vo cung, vo cung dac biét.
Chinh t6i, Nico day, sé mang lai cho quy ong ba trdi nghiém dang nhg sudt
doi.” Ong ta chap hai tay vao nhau. “Mai mai khong thé quén.”

“OK, xong.” Ben dap dau chdm cu6i muon thing gidy r6i trao lai. “Bay
gio chung toi 1én phong dugc chwa? Phong ¢ dau?”

“Dich than t6i sé dan duong cho quy 6ng ba!” Nico kéu l1én. “Xin moi di
16i nay, tGi thang mdy riéng lén thang phong ap mai cua quy 6ng ba.”

Chuing t6i c6 ca thang may riéng? Toi li€c nhanh qua Ben. T6i thdy ngay
vai y d6 da ndy ra trong dau anh. T6i cling thé.
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Trong lic ditng trong thang may, to6i c6 gang té ra than nhién, nhung da
thady Ben liéc doc chan vay t6i. Anh chang dinh ré ra dau. Chung t6i sé chi
can chirng ba muoi gidy, va sé phdi thém cu nita, r6i c6 thé an t6i mot chut
va, that cham rai, bat dau lai tr dau...

“Chung ta dén noi roi!” Cira thang may kéu reng bat m@ va Nico twoi tinh
dan chiing t6i vao sanh phong suite, san lat da, twong 6p go toi mau. “Phong
Con Hau. M6i day dugc bau chon ditng dau céc suite trang mat trong danh
sach cua Condé Nast Traveler. Moi ong ba.”

“O!” t6i thot 1én khi 6ng ddy tung canh cira. Fliss néi ding: that khong thé
tin noi. Ca phong da bién thanh mot cai dong, c6 cac hang cot Hy Lap, phan
thap va twgng co dién dat trén bé. Truwdc mat chi thdy duy nhat mot diém trw
la ti vi dang gao toang chuwong trinh Teletubbies. T6i da cam thu Teletubbies
tir hoi phdi ng6i xem dén cé hai chuc tap lic trong Noah cho Fliss. Ai lai nght
ra tro bat cai thit do chi?

“Ta tat ti vi dwgc khong, thwa 6ng?” toi noi.

“Tat nhién r6i thva quy ba. Nhung trede hét toi sé gidi thiéu trang thiét bi
da. Ngoai 16i vao thang mday, con c6 mot cita chinh riéng.” Nico sai budc
thodan thoat qua cac can phong san da. “Pay la phong tam, c6 buéng tam
ding. Pay la phong spa riéng ctia quy ong ba, day la bép c6 16i vao riéng cho
dau bép, thw vién nho, phong khach c6 man hinh chiéu phim...”

TG6i c6 gang lam bo quan tdm khi 6ng ta biéu dién cach dung dau DVD.
Nhung dau toi thi da boc hda vi them muodn. Ching téi dén noi roi. Ching t6i
¢ day r6i. Trong phong suite trang mat. Bat dau dém tan hon. Va ngay lic
nao cai ong nay ngirng lai nhai va bién mat... c6 thé chi vai giay nita thoi...
Ben sé xé toac vay toi con t6i sé xé rach ao anh, va... Oi troi o1, toi khong cho
noi mot tich tac nao nita...

“Tu lanh nho dat trong td nay, c6 bo phan cdm ng bang dién...”

“Um.” Tdi c¢6 ging lich sy gat dau, nhung ca ngudi téi dang con cao tirng
dot séng thém muon. Toi coc thém biét cai ti lanh chét tiét kia c6 bo phan gi.
Ngdm moém lai va bién di dé chuing t6i con phang nhau.

“Va di qua day la dén phong ngu.” Nico day tung canh ctta. T6i tién mot
buwdc hdo hitc - va r6i dirng phat lai vi chwng hirng.
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“Cai gi thé nay?” Ben thét 1én bén canh t6i.

Phong ngu cye 16n va 1ong lay, mai vom kinh trén tran. Va duwdi mai vom,
dat hai giwong don. “T6i... c...” To6i bang hoang dén noi khong thot dugc 1oi
nao nita. “Giwong.” Téi quay sang Ben chi tay. “Giwong kia.” “Vang, day la
givong, thva quy ba.” Nico phac tay chi hai cai giwong don, vé ty hao vo
bién. “Pay la phong nga ma.” “To6i biét day la giwong!” To6i dang hd mom
dép khong khi. “Nhung sao lai giwvong don?” “Trén website dé hinh giwong
super-king,” Ben cuwép 10i. “T6i da thdy hinh ma. Giwong d6 dau r6i?”

Nico c6 vé lung ting vi cau héi. “Phong suite cua chiing téi c6 nhiéu
phirong an ch6é nam khac nhau. Khach vira tra phong nay chac da yéu cau hai
givong don, nhu 6ng ba thdy ddy. Hai givong déu rat tot.” Ong ta dap 1én mit
givong. “Chat luvgng tuyét hdo. Quy 6ng ba thay khong hai long u?”

“Hai long cai con khi moc!” Ben quat 1én. “Chung toi can giwong déi. Mot
giwvong thoi. Super-king. Loai tot nhat cac 6ng cé.”

“A.” Nico té vé héi 16i. “Xin 16i ngan 1an, thwa quy 6ng. Tdi that sau ndo
tran tré. Vi quy ong ba khong dat trwdc...” “Tai sao chiung t6i lai phai dat
tredc? Chung toi dang di trang mat co ma! Pay la phong trang mat!” Ben
dang thé héng hoc. “Phong trang mat kiéu gi ma lai cé hai giwvong don?”
“Xin phép quy 6ng. Pting sot rudt, thwa quy 6ng,” Nico ngot giong an ui.
“Tdi hiéu rdi. T6i sé cho goi giwdong ddi ngay 1ap tic.” Ong ta 1ay dién thoai,
tudn ra mot trang tiéng Hy Lap. Cudi cung 6ng ta cling tat may va mim cwoi
twoi nhw hoa. “Da thu xép xong réi. Lan nita xin ta 16i trudc quy khach.
Trong lic ching toi gidi quyét tinh huéng nay, t6i c6 thé maoi quy 6ng ba mot
ly cocktail mién phi dwégi bar dwgc khong?” Toi nuét lai mot cau gat gong.
T6i khong muon ly cocktail dwdi bar. Téi mudn dém tan hon. Ngay bay gio.

“Hur, thé phai mat bao 1au?” Ben gam gur. “Ngé ngan hét cho néi.”

“Thuwa quy 6ng, chiing t6i sé thay nhanh hét sttc cho phép. Nhan vién
khiéng don sé& dén day ngay khi... A.” C6 tiéng gd cita, va Nico twoi tinh. “Ho
dén day roi!” Bon anh chang mac do bao ho trang diéu vao phong, Nico doi
dap véi ho bang tiéng Hy Lap. M6t cau nhdc thir dau givdng 1én réi nhin nghi
ngai. Cau ta noi gi do tieng Hy Lap vd&i mot cau khac, cau kia nhin vai lac
dau. “Sao?” Ben néng ndy hoi, nhin tir ngudi nay sang nguoi kia. “Co6 chuyén
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gi vay?” “Khong c6 chuyén gi dau,” Nico tran an. “Xin dwgc phép cé 15i
khuyén quy 6ng ba ngbi nghi trong phong khach trong lic ching t6i thu xép
chuyén nho nay?” Ong ta day chiing t6i ra ngoai, vao phong khach. Ti vi van
dang phat Teletubbies diéc 16 nhi. T6i mda may diéu khién da cach, nhung no
khong chiju tat. Nut chinh tiéng cling khong chay. Cai d6 nay hét pin roi chac?
“Lam on,” tdi cdu kinh néi. “Tdi khong chiu néi thit ndy. Ong c6 thé tit di
dugc khong?”

“Va trong nay lanh lam,” Ben néi thém. “Lam thé nao chinh dugc diéu
hoa?” Qua la trong nay lanh run. Toi da nhan ra tv ndy. “T6i sé cho goi quan
gia cia phong,” Nico dap lai twoi réi. “Ong ay sé chdm lo cho quy dng ba.”

Ong ta bién mat sau ctia, t6i nhin Ben khong tin néi. L& ra gid ndy ching
toi da phai lan trén giwong roi. Ching t6i da phai ném nhitng gidy pht cuc
diém nh¢ doi. Chit khong phdi ngoi trén sofa nghe “Nao cac bé, chao Tubby”
rong 1én tw ti vi, trong mot can phong lanh nhw Bac cyc vGi sau 6ng cong
nhan sat vach.

“Nay,” Ben dot ngot néi. “Phong thw vién ay. Trong dé c6 sofa.”

Anh xua t6i vao do, dong ctra. Cé hang day ké xép sach trong kha dém,
ban viét dat gidy cé logo khach san, véi mot ghé dai c6 dém boc vai lanh mau
nau. Ben dong ctra, quay nhin toi.

“Qi troi 0i,” anh thd hét, khong tin néi.

“Oi troi 0i.” T6i phu hoa. “That dién khung.” Ca hai déu hit that sau. Roi
thi c@ nhw thé vira nghe tiéng sung bat dau cudc thi Bém Vung Nhay Cam
Trong Mot Phut. Anh da bo toai trén ngwoi toi. Toi da bo toai trén nguoi anh.
Tay anh chay khip noi. Ao con cua tdi da bat tung, 40 ngoai da bi 16t, con toi
dang m@& nit 4o so mi anh... Da anh that am, that ngon lanh, t6i muén ném
nap anh mot chuat da, nhung Ben da bat dau quyét tam nhin quanh phong.

“Sofa?” anh thé doc. “Hay trén ban?” “Gi ciing duwgc,” toi théu thao. “Anh
khong doi duoc nita.” “Ho nghe thay thi sao?” “Khéng thdy dau.” Anh dang
thdo khéa vay t6i. Toi thi sap n6 tung. Cudi cung, cudi cung... dén di, dén
di...

“Thwa quy khach? Quy 6ng ba?” Co tiéng gb trén cita. “Quy 6ng ba? Ong
Parr?”
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Cai gi?

“Khonggg,” toi réen len. “Khonggggg...”

“Cai me gi...” Ben trong diéng ngwoi. “Gi thé?” anh cao giong. “Chung t6i
dang ban. Muwoi phut nita hdy quay lai.” “T6i mang qua cua ban quéan ly
khéch san,” ngudi kia dap tir bén kia cira. “Banh quy mdi ra 16. Ong ba muén
dat ¢ dau a?”

“Pau cling dugc,” Ben dap lai git gong. “Khong quan trong.” “Ong c6 thé
lam on ky nhan qua dugc khong thwa 6ng?” T6i nghi Ben sap no ban thanh
tram manh mat. Trong mot lic cad hai déu khong néi 16i nao. “Thwa 6ng?”
Tiéng gb lai vang 1én. “Ong c6 nghe thdy khong? Téi mang theo banh quy
m&i ra 10, do ban quan ly gwi tang.” “Ky veéo cai di,” t6i tham thi. “Roi ching
minh sé quay lai day.” “Co troi chitng giam...” “Em biét r6i.”

Ca hai ching t6i déu c6 stra sang lai ban than mot chut. Ben cai khuy so
mi, hit vai hoi dai.

“Nghi vé chuyén dién to khai thué xem,” t6i khuyén. “OK, gi¢ thi di lay
cai li banh quy chét tiét.”

Ben m@ bat ctra thw vién, bén kia 1a mot 6ng gia mac do khodc xam kiéu
nha binh rat banh bao, bung mam bac day 16ng ban.

“Chao mirng dén khach san Amba, thwa 6ng ba Parr,” 0ng ta no6i vé rat
trang trong. “T0i la quan gia rieng cua quy ong ba, tén Georgios, han hanh
phuc vu quy 6ng ba vao bat ky lic nao. Téi mang dén cho quy 6ng ba banh
quy mdi ra 10, qua ra mat cta ban quan ly.”

“Cam on,” Ben dap cut lun. “Dé dau cting dwgc.” Anh ky nhoang vao to
gidy nguoi boi dang chia ra.

“Cam on quy ong.” Georgios dat mam bac 1én ban ca phé. “Po6ng sy cta
t0i sé tdi lién bay gio dé mang nuwéc qua.”

“Nuwéc qua?” Ben trgn mat nhin 6ng ta. “Nudc qua gi?”

“Nuwdc qua méi vat, qua ctia ban quan ly,” Georgios dap. “Di cung véi
banh quy. Quan gia pho6 cda t6i 1a Hermes sé dich than mang dén. Néu can
thém da quy 6ng ba ct goi t6i.” Ong ta trao tim danh thiép cho Ben. “Sé ctia
toi ghi trén nay. Han hanh phuc vu.”
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Ben dang thd phi pho. “Nghe nay,” anh néi. “Chung t6i khong can nwdc
qua nudc queo gi hét. Dep nuwéc qua di. Ching t6i muén dugc & riéng voi
nhau, OK?” “Téi hiéu,” Georgios ddp mau man. “O riéng. Tat nhién roi.”
Ong ta long trong gat dau. “Quy dng ba dang di nghi tring mat, va quy 6ng
ba mong dwoc & riéng. Pay la khodng thoi gian dac biét d6i v6i mot cap vo
chong.”

“Chinh xac...”

Giong Ben chim di khi tiéng am am kinh khing vang 1én. “Cai quai gi...”
Ca hai ching t6i voi lao sang phong khach. Mot anh chang mac ao bao ho
trang dang ding & ctta phong ngu, cdi co gi dé vdi ai do trong phong. Nico
hoéi ha tién lai, van veo doi tay lo lang. “Thwa 6ng ba Parr, cho phép t6i xin
16i vi tiéng on kinh khing nay.” “Chuyén gi thé?” Mat Ben da dao song soc.
“Pap am am cai gi thé?” “Co chut truc trac xay ra khi don giwong,” Nico dap
lai dau diu. “Chat xiu truc trac ma théi.” Mot nguwdi mac do trang khac lai
hién ra tr sau ctra, tay cam cai buia dai twéng. Anh ta lac dau vGi Nico vé rat u
am. “Cai gi thé?” Ben gdng. “Anh ta lac dau cai gi thé? Cac ong da doi xong
giwvong chwa?” “Va ong c6 thé lam on xem thi céi ti vi duge khong?” t6i hua
vao va nhin mit. “On khong thé chiu n6i.” Moi lan tiéng am am lang di,
tiéng Teletubbies lai 1o 1én. La t6i twéng twong ra hay ding la n6 con diéc tai
hon ca Iic ndy? “Thuwa quy 6ng ba, cho phép t6i gtti 16i ta 16i hét sitc chan
thanh. Chung t6i dang c6 gang xoay s@ v6i cdi givong ¢ toc do cao nhat. Con
Vé cdi ti vi...” Nico dang cam diéu khién, huo huo vé phia twong. Ngay lap
ti'c am thanh to gap d6i. “Khong!” Toi bit ca hai tai. “To qua! Nguwgc chiéu
r6i!” “Xin thit 16i!” Nico hét 16n at tiéng on. “Dé toi thir lai!”

Ong ta bam thir dieu khién may lan nita, nhung ching cé gi xay ra. Ong ta
dap n6é vao dau minh ro6i lac lac manh. “Ket r6i!” ong ta thot 1én sing sot.
“Pé t0i goi thg.”

“Xin phép.” Lai thém mdt ngwdi mac do khoac nha binh nhuw tir dugi dat
moc lén. “Cita m& nén toi vao. Toi mang theo it nwdc qua mdi vat, qua cua
ban quén ly. Thwra quy ba, quy ba muén téi dat nwéc qua & dau a?” “Toi...
t0i...” T6i lap bap. T6i mudn thét 1én. T6i mudn thoi ra lva. Pay 1€ ra la dém
tan hon cua chung toi. Bem tan hon. Con chung toi thi dang ding gitta phong
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suite khach san, xung quanh nao cong nhan dap choang choang, nao quan gia
bung mam, nao tiéng Teletubbies nhw khoan vao 6c. “Thwa quy ba,” Nico diu
dang noi. “T6i that 1dy lam ho then kinh khing vi da gay bat tién cho quy ba.
Lan nita xin dwgc moi quy ba mét ly cocktail mién phi duéi bar?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuvong 11
%

Toi gan nhw khong dam nhin tin nhan nita. C& nhw do tham. C& nhw nghén
c6 xem tai nan giao thong. Nhwng t6i phai nhin, du ching lam t6i chi mu6n
dwua tay bit mat.

Lottie va Ben dang trdi qua dém tan hon t6i té nhat trong lich st loai
nguwoi. Khong thé ta bang cau gi khac nita. That rung ron. That kinh sg. Ma
tat ca la do t6i. Bung da t6i chi con la mot bé axit xoan van an nan. Mai tin
m&i dén cang lam t6i kho s&. Nhung tat céa la vi chinh nghia, t6i nghiém khac
ty nhu, tay bAm xem tin nhan mai.

Thém mot chau margarita. Anh nay tru lwong kha. N

Nico déu dan cap nhat cho t6i titng dién bién su6t budi t6i. Bon tin mdi
nhat thong bao vé so lwgng cocktail mién phi da tr6i vao hong Lottie va Ben.
Nhiéu dén né con mat. Ho bat dau udng tir tredc muoi gio dém gio dia
phurong. Bay gio ¢ dé da la nira dém roi. Lottie chac chan da guc r6i.

Nhung con Ben thi sao? Toi ngwng mot phut, dam chiéu go go dién thoai
vao long ban tay. Mot cau Lorcan néi vé Ben trd lai trong dau: Anh dy la mét
nguoi va cd cugc nhung lai thiéu oc suy xét...

Ua cé cuge a. Hirm. T6i ban tin nhan dap lai: Cau ta wa danh cugc...

Chi can thé thoi. Thong tin dy la da cho Nico biét can lam gi. T6i bam gwi
r6i nhanh chéng sap nap va li, budc dau 6c dang roi tung phai binh tinh lai.
Nhwng nhitng y nghi trai nguwgc c ban qua dap lai nhw tran dia tén, moi mii
lai nh6i mot phat khi cam sau xudng:

Minh dang phd hogi tuan trdng mdt ctia chinh em gdi minh. Minh la dé6
qudi vdt.
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Nhuwng ddy la vi minh quan tdm dén hanh phtic ctia né ma théi. Chinh thé.

Chinh thé'

Nghi thitr xem, néu minh quyét dinh khong xen vao va réi né cé chira va roi
chting né bé nhau va roi né hoi hdn vi toan bo chuyén nay? Lic @y thi sao?
Liéu minh c6 hoi han vi di KHONG lam gi hay khéng? Liéu minh c6 muén
tré thanh mét trong s6 nhitng ngudi cui thdp ddu vo nhv khong thdy gi khi
phat xit Birc xam lugc?

Dui Ben khéng phdi la phdt xit. It ra theo nhu minh biét.

Minh hoi an ndan vé chuyén Teletubbies. Cdi do6 dc qud. Lottie gan nhu 1én
con dién vi cdi chuong trinh do.

T6i day va li ra ngoai sénh, dat canh va li cia Noah. N6 dang ngu trong
phong, om chat Em Khi va thd nhip nhang, t6i 16 vao mot giay xem nd. No
dén nhan tin di choi m6t cach rat diém dam va lap tic da di sap do vao va li
nhd, chi héi mot cau la can dem may cai quan dai. Con t6i roi c6 ngay sé lam
chu thé gigi cho ma xem.

T6i vao phong tam, xa nwdc vao bon, déc can mot trong vo so lo dau thom
hang mién thué dé day phong tam. Hau nhw do cua t6i toan mua & san bay, toi
vira nhan ra. To6i thtr quan 4o truwdc khi 1én may bay, va ghé mua lic quay ve.
Toi chon titng b6 my pham Clarins khi dang bay. Xtc xich xong khoi Tay
Ban Nha va pho mat Parmesan thi da an ca nam khong sg doi. Toblerone nita.

T6i ngan ngtr. Toblerone da choan 1dy dau t6i. M6t thanh Toblerone trong
bon tam, thém mot ly vang...

Pau tranh ndi tdm chi mat m6t phan triéu gidy, toi da di thang t6i ti banh
keo trong bép. Sau thanh Toblerone ngoai c& dang nép minh bén hop sé co la
Ferrero Rocher mién thué to dén vo ly, ma t6i van 1dy cho Noah moi lan ba
vién, vao moi thit Bay. N6 nghi la ban theo suat ba vién. N6 chita bao gio
twong twgng dwoc 1a lai c6 so lwgng nhiéu hon ba vién dén thé.

Vira bé mot mau Toblerone thi dién thoai reo, t6i cam may, tw hoi c6 phai
Nico goi khong. Nhung man hinh lai hién so: Lottie.

Lottie a? To6i giat minh danh roi ca miéng Toblerone xu6ng san. T6i dang
nhin tran troi vao dién thoai, tim chot dap ron 1én, ngén cai ngan ngai khong
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muo6n bam nut nge. T6i khong mudn nghe may. Ma du sao thi cling qua muén
roi: da chuyén sang hop thu thoai. Toi thd phao dat xuong ké bép, nhung gan
nhu 1ap tirc chudng lai reo: Lottie.

T6i khé nhoc nudt nwdc bot. Phéi lam thoi. Néu khong t6i sé phdi goi lai
cho no, nhu thé c6 thé con té hon. T6i nham mat, hit mot hoi that manh, roi
bam nghe.

“Lottie! Em dang di trang mat co ma!” T6i lay giong that hén hd vo toi.
“Goi cho chi viéc gi thé?” “Fliiisss?”

Dau tdi trong titc khdc da phan tich xong giong né. N6 say 10i. A, céi dé
thi to6i da biét. Nhuwng n6 con dang nitc nd nita. Ma quan trong nhat 1a né
khong heé biét t6i c6 ap G am muru den toi gi, bang khong thi sé khong phai la
“Fliiisss?” c6 dau cham hoi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” t6i hén hd dap.

“Fliss, em khong biét phdi lam gi nita!” né rén lén. “Ben say ngat ngu roi.
Gan nhu da bat tinh r6i i. Lam thé nao danh thitc anh dy ddy bay gio? Lam gi
bay gio? Chi c6 phép mau nao chita dugc khong?”

Thuye té 1a t6i c6 mot cong thirc da kiéfm nghiém, gom ca phé den, da vién
va nudc khir mui xit thang vao 16 miii. Nhwng dirng hong t6i cho né biét bay
gio.

“Oi troi,” toi noi vé thong cam. “T6i nghiép em. Chi... chi cling khong biét
khuyén dung cai gi nita. Ca phé chang?”

“Anh dy con khong ngbi vitng dwgc nita! Anh ay uéng ca thung cocktail,
roi em phdi d& anh ay lén phong, r6i thi anh 4y nhao thang xuéng giwong ma
1€ ra hom nay la dém tan hon cua bon em.”

“Oi troi!” T6i ¢6 1am bo kinh hoang. “Vay cac em con chua kip...” “Chua.
Chua hé!” T6i khong kim n6i minh thé hat ra vi mirng rd. Téi dang lo c6 thé
ching n6 da kip danh nhanh thang nhanh lic nao dé khong ai biét.

“Bon em con chwa lam gi ca,” Lottie ha Ién kho s@. “Va em biét chi cé
khuyén nghi khach san nay, Fliss a, nhung thye tinh day qua 1a mot chon kinh
khting! Em sé viét thw phan 4nh! Chiing n6 lam tan nét tuan trang mat cua
bon em r6i. Bon em bi phan giwong don! Ching né bao khong ké di cho khac
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duwgc! Em dang ngoi trén mot cai giwong don day!” Giong né vit 1én the thé.
“Giwong don! Trong phong suite trang mat!” “Troi a. That khong thé tin
no6i!” Giong t6i cang lic cang gia tao hon, nhung Lottie dang roi tri dén mitc
khong nhan ra nita.

“Vay la sau d6 chiing né6 biéu khong ca 16 ruegu dé xin 16i, con cai ldao quan
ly nay ca véi Ben la anh ay khong tai nao uéng néi mot loai cocktail Hy Lap
dac biét gi day. Va thé la choc sau anh dy da noc can ca ly va roi ca bar vo tay
am am va gio thi anh dy bat tinh nhan sy! Chi thit nghi xem ho c6 bé gi trong
ay khong? Ngai dang a?” Toi cling khiép khong dam twéng twong co gi trong
dy. “Chuing em hén hit nhau trong thang mdy sudt duong 1én dén phong,”
Lottie van am ttc tubn tiép. “Va em da nghi, cudi cung thi ciing bat dau roi
day - va thinh linh bong dung c6 cai gi guc xudng vai em, hdéa ra Ben da ngu
thiép di r6i! Gitta Iic hon! Em phdi van anh dy vao phong, anh dy nang dén
ca tdn va gio thi ngay kho kho roi!” Nghe n6 nhw da muén phat khéc. “Nao,
Lottie.” T6i luon tay qua téc, cd gang tim xem cach nao tot nhat dé dap lai
tinh hinh. “Chuyén ciing khong 16n dén thé dau. Cit nga mdt dém ngon giac
va... 0... hwdng thu dich vu khach san di.” “Em sé kién ché nay.” N6 hinh nhw
con khong nghe thay nita. “Em khong hiéu lam sao ma né lai duwgc bau la Pia
biém Trang Mat Ly Tuwdng. Pung la khong gi cé thé té hon!” “Em an toi
chwa? Hay la goi moén gi d6 1én phong xem? Sushi & day ngon lam, lai c6 mot
quén pizza Y...” “OK. Cé thé em sé di dn.” Xem ra con thinh nd da ngudi roi,
n6 thé dai thuon thuot. “Em xin 16i dd d6 chuyén nay 1én dau chi, Fliss a. Y
em la c6 phai 16i cta chi dau chit.”

T6i khong da can dam tra 10i. Minh dang lam viéc can lam, t6i cau kinh
nhac lai véi minh. Thé nao thi hon, buc titc kho sé mat mot dém hay la co6
bau va hoi tiéc cudc hén nhan mat mot doi ha? “Fliss? Chi con nghe khong?”
“A, c6.” Toi nuét nuwdc bot. “Co nghe. Thé ndy, em tim cdch ngti mot ti di.

Chi cho la ngay mai sé kha hon day.” “Ngu ngon, Fliss.” “Ngu ngon,
Lottie.” T6i tat may, nhin tran tréi vao khoang khong phia treéc mot ldc, co
x0a diu cadm giac an nan.

Chi cho la ngay mai sé kha hon ddy. Néi doi khong nguong mém. Toi da
noi chuyén véi Nico roi. Ngay mai khéng kha hon dau.
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Chuong 12

S otts

To6i khong muon phan nan. Nhung néu cé thé moé ta twdng twong cda toi vée
budi sang sau dém tan hon nhw thé nao thi sé khong phai la thé nay. Khong
phai 1a thé nay.

T6i van twdng twong chang tan lang vdi toi ric trong cai givong dém bong
trang khong 16, y nhu van thdy trong quang cao bot gidt. Ngoai troi chim liu
lo. Anh ndng diu dang mon man hai khudn mit khi chiing t6i quay sang hén
nhau, nh¢ lai khoang thoi gian tuyét diéu dém qua, thi tham v&i nhau nhitng
cau tinh t trede khi dé dang tudt lai vao cude sex ban mai ky diéu.

Cht khong phai tinh day trén cai givong don, c6 méi dir con rang thi chwa
danh, miii day mui pizza goi 1én dém qua con tai day tiéng Ben rén htr hit trén
cai givong bén canh.

“Anh c6 sao khong?” t6i c0 gang noi giong an can, du trong bung chi
muoén da cho anh may phat.

“Chac la khong.” Anh c6 vé co gang 1am m@i nhac dau 1én dwgc. Mat anh
tai mét, ngwoi van con nguyén b vest. “Co chuyén gi thé?”

“Anh thang cuwgc,” téi dap sang. “Kha lam.”

Mat Ben nhin xa x6i, con nguwoi ddo lién hoi. RO rang anh dang tim cach
chap ndi moi chuyén vGi nhau. “Anh lam hong hét, phai khéng?” cudi cung
anh ciing néi. “Héng ti ti thdi.” “Anh xin 16i.” “Um. Sao ciing dugc.”
“Khong, anh xin 16i that ma.” “Em biét r6i.” “Khong, anh xin 16i chan chanh,
chén thanh ddy.” Anh vat chan ra khéi giwong roi ditng ddy, ngudi hoi dung
dwa rat kich mot gidy. “Thwa Parr phu nhan, xin nhan 1ay 10i ta toi hét stc
khan thiét va khiim nim cta ké hén nay. Lam thé nao t6i c6 thé chudc lai 16i
lam trwdc phu nhan?” Anh cti rap minh, suyt thi nga nhao, va t6i phai c6 nén
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cuwoi. Toi chiu khong cau lau duge. Ben lic nao cling that duyén dang. “Em
chang biét nita.” To6i biu moi. “Giwong dé cé ché khong?” “Co thé...”

T6i dich nguwoi, kéo chan ra moi goi dé anh chui vao. Chan 16ng to ngong
hang sang. Chiing t6i cling c6 cd mot danh sach goi dé lwa chon, cé hai muoi
loai khac nhau. T6i da doc hét dém qua, vira doc vira an pizza. Nhung lic nay
toi coc can biét la gbi nhoi kiéu mach hay géi chéng di tng hay goi boc lua.
Chong t6i dang & chung givong véi t6i. Pang thitc. Day méi la diéu dang noi.

“Omm.” Anh vii mit vao c6 to6i. “Em 4m ap thé nay. Ngon qud.” “Con
anh thi toan mui rwou.” Téi nhan mii. “Bo do vest ra.”

“San sang.” Anh 16t mot phat cd 4o ngoai lan so mi qua co, r6i cuGi 1én
nguwoi téi, phd nguc tran, nhan nhé cwdi nhin xudng. “Chao vg yéu.”

“Chao anh ngoc.”

“Anh da noi sé chudc lai 16i lam ma.” Anh dwa mét ngoén tay chay doc ma
toi, xudng dwdi co toi, ti€p vao trong chan lan s& mép 4o 16t mot manh dat
khong thé twéng cta toi. “Chiing minh cé ca budi sang ma.”

“Ca ngay chit.” T6i véi tay 1én vit c6 anh xuéng hoén.

“Ching minh xitng dang dwgc huéng khoanh khic nay,” anh ri ram. “Oi
troi 0i. Oi Chda 0i.” Hai tay anh voi kéo ci 40 mot manh ra. “Lottie. Anh
nhé em.” “Em nhé anh,” t6i ngac ngw, giong khan dac vi thém muon. Quan
ao anh da tudt hét ra r6i. Anh van néng bong nhw téi nhd, van ran chac nhw
to6i nhd. Tat ca van tuyét nhw t6i nhd, hom nay sé vo cung... “Thwa ba?” Cai
giong trinh trong ctia Georgios dap vao tai t6i. Trong mot khac t6i da twdng
day la Ben choc cuoi bang cach nhai lai 6ng ta. R6i tdi nhan ra la khong phai
Ben. Nghia la ding la 6ng quan gia. Nghia la... T6i ng6i phat ddy, vo chan
quan tron quanh ngwdi, tim dap thinh thich. Ong quan gia & ngay trong suite?

“Chao budi sang!” T6i goi vdi, giong nghet lai. “Quy ba da san sang dung
bita sdng chwa a?” Cai khi gi vay? T6i nhan mat khé ndo nhin Ben, trong anh
thi nhw dang muén giét ai d6. “Em khdng treo bién PUNG LAM PHIEN &?”
anh thi thao. “Em twdng la roi!” “Thé thi lam sao...” “Em khong biét!” “Chao
budi sang.” Georgios xuat hién bén ctra phong ngu. “Thwa quy 6ng ba, toi da
mao mudi goi cho quy 6ng ba mot moén rat dac biét. Pugc tat ca khach nghi
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trang mat phong VIP cua ching t6i vo cung tan thuwong. Bita Sang Kem Sam
banh Va Am Nhac.”

Tbi tron mét nhin 6ng ta khéng néi nén 16i. Am nhac a? Nghia 1a sao? Céi
quai gi...

Khong thé c6 chuyén do. T6i suyt 1én con dong kinh khi thdy mot co gai
di qua ctra. C6 gai cé mai toc vang rat dai va mac ao thung trang kiéu Hy Lap
0, dang 16i theo mdt cay dan hac dai twdng.

Toi kinh hoang nhin Ben. Lam sao dirng vu nay lai? Lam gi bay gio?

“Thua ong ba Parr. Nhiét liét chic ming cudc hon nhan cta quy ong ba!
HOm nay t6i sé choi cho quy d6ng ba cac ban tinh ca dé hau 6ng ba an sang,”
co gai cat 101, ngoi xuong mot cai ghé gap. Mot phtt sau co ta da gay tung
twng day dan con Georgios cung ong trg 1y da bung da thi khay trén xe dén
giwvong, rot sam banh ra ly, got hoa qua va maoi chung t6i rira tay trong nhitng
bat ti xiu.

Con t6i van chua thot noi 161 nao. That qua sirc twdng twgng. Toi dang &
phtt dao dau ctia mét cudc lam tinh mé say néng béng nhat doi. T6i dang sap
dong phong vai chong téi. Nhuwng thay vi thé toi lai dang duwgc mot 6ng gia
sau chuc tudi mac 4o nha binh got kiwi mai an trong khi mot c6 nang ni non
“Tinh yéu thay doi van su” trén dan hac.

T6i chwa bao gio mé dan hac lam. Va lan nay t6i chi mudn quang ré banh
sttng bo mini vao c6 ta. “Xin phép. Mot po6 dnh cham ly tinh nhan dé chiic
muing dam cwédi cua quy ong ba.” Georgios chi vé hai ly sam banh cao thanh.
Ngoan ngoan, ching t6i ngoac tay vao nhau ma udng, va khéng bao trwdc
mot tiéng Georgios da tung mot nam phao hoa gidy mau héng 1én ching toi.
Tai suyt sic vi bat ngd. Ong ta gidu thit d6 ¢ dau vay? Mot gidy sau da thdy
den flash 16e 1én va t6i nhan ra Georgios vira chup anh.

“Tam anh ky niém,” 6ng ta long trong néi. “Chuing t6i sé dwa lai cho quy
vi trong mot cuén album bia da. Qua mién phi cta ban quan ly.”

Cai gi? Toi trgn mat kinh hoang nhin 6ng ta. Téi khong mudn giit tam dnh
ky niém hinh dnh bo pho chwa tinh reegu han véi phao hoa gidy dinh ca vao
moi.
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“An di,” Ben thi thAm vao tai t6i. “That nhanh vao. Roi sau d6 ho sé di.”
Co6 ly day. T6i véi tay lay am tra, nhung Georgios da nhdy tdi vé trach méc.
“Thwa quy ba. Viéc cua t6i.” Ong ta rét tra cho toi va tdi uéng vai ngum. T6i
nuét vai miéng kiwi, roi xoa bung. “Um. Ngon that! Nhung t6i no @ roi.”
“T6i cling thé.” Ben gat dau. “Bita sang that hét sitc tuyét voi, nhung co 18
bay gio da dén lic don di r6i?” Georgios ngan ngtt, c6 vé khong mudn di.
“Thwa quy ong ba, t6i da dat mot mon tritng dac biét cho ong ba. Lam bang
loai tritng tuyét hao hai long do, co pha bot nghé...” “Thoi cam on Ong.
Khong tritng. Khong gi hét.” Ben tritng mat nhin Georgios. “Khong - Tritng.
Cam on 6ng.”

“San long, thwa quy 6ng,” cudi cung Georgios ciing dap. Ong gat dau véi
co gai kia, c6 ta voi va danh nét kho két, ditng day, cui chao, r6i luc tuc kéo
dan di. Hai quan gia don dep khay chén va mang ra xe ddy bén ngoai. Roi
Georgios lai trd vao khu viee phong ngu. “Thwa 6ng ba Parr, t6i hy vong ong
ba dwoc hai long véi Bita Sang Kém Sam Banh Va Am Nhac. Bay gio toi
cho 1énh cua quy ong ba. Toi hoan toan chi phuc vu riéng cho quy ong ba.
Khoéng yéu cau nao 1a qua sttc hodc qua vun vit.” Ong ta ditng yén cho doi.

“Tot,” Ben dap sang. “Thé nay, khi nao can t6i sé goi 6ng.” “T6i chd 1énh
cia quy 6ng ba,” Georgios nhac lai r6i rit lui, déng ctra phong ngu. Ben va
toi chi nhin nhau. T6i thdy mudn pha l1én cwdi nhw dién.

“Oi troi 0i.” “Nhu dia nguc.” Ben dao mét. “Lan dau gip phai.”

“Thé anh khong muén an tritng that a?” toi choc gheo. “Co ca bot nghé
day anh biét khong.”

“Anh biét minh mudén gi.” Anh 16t quai 4o 16t cta t6i xudng, chi vira cham
vao nguoi toi da nong ryc 1én.

“Em ciling biét.” T6i nhoai nguwdi vé phia anh va anh hoi rung minh.

“Ching minh dén dau ro6i nhi?” Ban tay anh di dan xudng dwéi 16p chan,
cham rai va qua quyét. Co thé t6i dap lai nhay dén mic tdi da khong thé ngan
minh rén lén.

Mat anh m& to gap gap. Hoi thd anh khao khao. Gi¢ thi t6i 16i anh sat vao
nguwoi, moéi anh chay khap than t6i, va y nghi trong dau t6i da bién sach
nhwong quyén kiém soat cho co thé. OK, bat dau roi. Bat dau r6i. Miéng toi
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dang kéu va anh ciing thé, va sap roi, sap that roi... toi sé no tung... dén day
nao, dén day...

Va roi toi citng nguwdi. Toi vira nghe thay tiéng dong. Tiéng sot soat. Ngay
ngoai ctra phong ngu.

Theo phan xa, t6i ddy Ben ra va ditng ddy, moi gidc quan déu cang lén.
“Durng lai! Durng lai. Nghe xem.” To6i gan nhuw khong chon dwoc 16i nita.
“Ong ta van & day.”

“Gi?” Mat Ben dang méo di vi thém muo6n, va t6i cling khong chac anh c6
hiéu t6i n6i gi hay khong. “Ong ta vin & day!” T6i hdy tay Ben khéi nguc
minh va réi rit chi ra cita. “Ong quan gia ay! Ong ta van chua di!” “Gi?”
Trong Ben dit tgn nht mudn van c6 ai d6. Anh vung chan nhay khoi givong,
tran nhw nhong. “Anh khong dé nhw thé ra ngoai duwgc!” t6i ré 1én. “Madc ao
choang vao!” Ben trong thdm chi con di tgn hon. Anh I6ng vao cai ao
choang ngu bong xu va day tung ctra phong ngd. Y nhuw rang, dang sau la
Georgios, dang can man xép ly cdc trén quay cocktail. “A, Georgios nay,”
Ben noi. “T6i nghi la 6ng c6 chit hiéu nham. Cam on 6ng nhiéu lam. Nhuw thé
la da r6i. Cam on 6ng.”

“T6i hiéu, thra 6ng.” Georgios cuii nguwdi chao. “T6i cho 1énh cia quy 6ng
ba.”

“Puwgc.” Toi thdy ngay Ben bt dau hét kién nhan. “A, 1énh cta toi 1a 6ng
di di. Ra khdi phong. Di. Adios.” Anh lam c® chi du6i di. “Hay dé chung t6i
0 riéng v6i nhau.”

“A.” Cubi cling thi Georgios ciing c¢6 vé v 18 ra. “T6i hiéu roi. Tét 1am,
thwa quy 6ng. Néu can gi xin quy ong c goi t6i.” Ong ta lai cti ngudi chao,
roi di vé phia bép. Ben ngan ngir roi budc theo dé thay chac chan la ong ta da
di.

“Piing roi day,” toi nghe giong anh ditt khoét. “Ong di di ma nghi ngoi,
Georgios. Khong phai lo cho chung to6i. Khong, ching toi tv rot nuwéc dugc,
cam on O0ng. Tam biét 6ng. Tam biét...” Giong anh ha xuéng khi anh di vao
bép.

MGt lat sau, anh lai hién ra bén ctra phong ngu va gio tay dam khong khi.
“Bién roi! R&t cudc cling bién roi!” “Hoan ho anh!” “Lo dai nhv dia.” “Ong
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ta chi lam viéc cta minh théi,” t6i nhin vai. “Hién nhién 6ng ta c6 tinh than
trach nhiém rat cao.”

“Lao ta chang muodn di,” Ben noi, khong hiéu néi. “C twéng lao ta phai
mung ron khi duege cho nghi chit. Nhung 1ao ta ¢ khang khang véi anh la
ching minh con can lao rét nwéc khoang cho, con anh thi ci khang khang la
khong, ching minh khéng can, chiing minh khéng lwdi chdy thdy dén mic Ay.
DPén phai ti hoi khach & day la cai loai ngwoi gi...” Ben bé Ittng cau noi va ha
hoc miéng. Khi quay dau lai, t6i cdm thdy miéng minh cting ha theo.

Khong. Khong thé nao...

Ca hai chung t6i trgn mat kinh hoang khi Hermes, 6ng quan gia phd, sai
buéc vao phong khéach. “Chao bubi sang, thwa 6ng ba Parr,” 6ng ta hén ha
n6i. Ong ta di lai quay cocktail va bit dau xép don chinh mdy céi ly ma
Georgios vira Xép muoi gidy trede. “Toi c6 thé moi quy ong ba mot ly dugce
khong? Hay do an vat? Quy 6ng ba c6 can toi cO van gidi tri gi hom nay
khong?” “Ong... 6ng...” Ben hau nhu khong cat 15i ndi nita. “Ong dang lam
cai chét tiét gi & day?”

Hermes nhin 1én, r6 rang ban khoan vi cau hoi. “T6i la quan gia ph6 cua
quy 6ng ba,” cudi cung 6ng ta noéi. “To6i phu trach khi Georgios lui vé nghi.
T6i chd 1énh ctia quy 6ng ba.” T6i nghi minh sap phat dién. Ching t6i da bi
nhot gitta vong vay quan gia.

Vay nguoi giau déu song thé nay u? Han nao ngudi noi tiéng lic nao cling
mat nhan may nho6. Ho dang nghi trong dau, Gid ma ldo qudn gia dé cho
minh dugc yén 6n ma sex. “ Xin 6ng.” Ben tréng nhu dd héa dién. “ Xin 6ng
di di cho. Ngay bay gio. Di ngay.” Anh dang ddy Hermes vé phia ctra. “ Thua
ong,” Hermes hodng hot ndi. “ Téi khong dugc phép di cira chinh, téi di ddang
cuira bép...”

“T6i khong can biét ong di cai cira khi gi6 nao!” Ben gid da gan nhw thét
1én. “Di di thoi! Ra khoi day! Bién! Mat tich!” Anh dang xua Hermes ra ctra
c? nhw du6i chudt, con Hermes thi lui t'ng buwdc, trong mat that kinh hon via,
con toi thi ditng & ctra phong ngu nhin, quan chan quanh ngwdoi, va ca ba cung
giat ban khi c6 chudng ctra. Ben ding sitng, nhin quanh nhw nghi ngo c6
manh choi x6 gi. “Thwa 6ng.” Hermes dang trdn tinh lai. “Xin phép 6ng. Ong
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cho phép t6i ra mé& civa?” Ben khong dap. Anh dang thé hong hoc. Anh liéc
qua t6i, toi kho s&@ nhin vai. Chudng ctra lai reo. “Xin phép 6ng,” Hermes
nhéc lai. “Ong cho phép tdi ra mé cira?”

“Ra di,” Ben quac mat néi. “Mé& di. Nhung khong quét twdc. Khong thay
ga, khong thay chiéu, khong sam banh, khong hoa qua, va tuyét doi khong
dan hac.” “Ro, thwa 6ng,” Hermes dap va nhin anh lo ngai. “Cho phép t6i.”
Hermes lach qua ngudi Ben ra sdnh r6i m@ cta. Bi nhw bay vao trong la
Nico, dang sau la sau nguoi thg dém qua. “Chao budi sang, thua 6ng ba
Parr!” ong ta liu lo. “Hy vong 6ng ba da c6 mot dém ngon giac? Ngan lan xin
16i chuyén rac r6i dém qua. Nhuwng t6i mang tin tot dén day! Chung t6i da san
sang thay giwvong cho quy vi.”
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Chuong 13

S otts

Chuyén nay khong thé 1a sy thuwc. Chung t6i da bi téng co khéi chinh phong
trang mat cua minh.

Khach san nay bi sao vay? Ca doi t6i chwa tirng thidy doi tho nao kém coi
dén thé bao gio. Ho thao hét 6c chan mot giwdng, van no lai, nhac no 1én, kéu
la to qua, r6i Nico ggi y hay la van lai 6¢ vao va bat dau lai tir dau... va tir dau
dén cu6i Ben am i chay.

Cudi cung thi anh gao thét dién cuéng dén no6i dam cong nhan don lai
thanh mot vong bao vé quanh Nico. Dén phai khen 6ng ta van hoa nha, ngay
ca khi Ben bt dau vung vdy cai may sdy toc. Ong ta dé nghi ching t6i hay 1a
roi khéi phong trong lic doi cong nhan con dang ban cong viéc va rang co 1é
chiing t6i sé mu6n thwdng thitc bita sang theo thy'c don mién phi ngoai quan
hién?

Pay da la hai tiéng tredc. Bita sang theo thuc don di nita thi bung ciing chi
c6 tirng Ay thoi. Chung toi da quay lai phong 14y d6 di bién ma van con thay
nguwoi ¢ day, ca dam dang sam soi mdy cai giwong va gai dau. Trong phong
dé day chan giwong va van dau givong va cai dém cd super-king dung ap vao
twong. Co vé “khong ding loai giwvong d6”. Thé nghia la quai nao?

“DP6i hai cai givong thi c6 gi khé chi?” Ben néi, mdt nhan nhw bi, trén
dwong ching toi ra bai bién. “Bon nay bi thiéu nang a?” “Em cling dang nghi
thé.” “That hét sitc ngé ngan.”

“That 16 bich.”

Chung t6i dirng lai bén 16i vao bai bién. Ciling that dang dong tién. Bién
xanh lo, cat vang trng, hang day ghé nam tam nang thudc loai ém ai nhat t6i
tirng thdy, 6 trang phong cang trong gié cung nhitng nguwdi boi hoi ha di lai,
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bung do uong trén khay. Néu la hom nao khac thi nhin canh nay t6i da nhé
dai.

Nhung ngay lic nay t6i chi muén mot thit théi. Khong phai la tam nang.

“Lé ra bon ho phai cho minh phong khac,” Ben n6i dén lan th mot nghin.
“Chang minh dang phai kién ho.”

Ngay khi ho yéu cau chung t6i ra khoi phong, Ben da doi phong thay thé,
va trong mot gidy lang lang t6i da nghi rot cudc tat ca sé lai 6n théa. Ching
toi sé mat tich vao phong phu nao ddy, trdi qua mot budi sang tuyét voi, roi
chui ra gio an trva... Nhung khong, Nico van veo tay néi that hét sitc buon ba
va xdau hé nhung khach san da kin phong, quy 6ng c6 mudén mot cuéc dao
choi khinh khi cau mién phi hay khong?

MGt cude dao choi khinh khi cau mién phi chét tiét. T6i twdng Ben sap
x06ng ra bép c6 6ng ta. Trong lic dang ditng gan quay khan tam, t6i nhan ra
c6 ké dang rap rinh gan do6. Chinh 1a Georgios. Ong ta chui titr dau ra vay?
Hay dang bam theo chiing t6i? Chang lé tat cd déu nam trong dich vu? Toi
huych Ben, anh nhvéng may. “Thwa quy ba,” Georgios long trong noi. “Cho
phép t6i giup quy ba 1dy khan?”

“0. O, cam on 6ng,” toi ling ting dap. Tdi khong can gitp 1dm, nhung
bdo 6ng ta bién di thi tho 16 qua.

Georgios 14y hai céai khan tam, chiing t6i theo nguwoi phuc vu bai bién di
tGi mot doi gh€ tam nang quay ra bién. Pa c6 kha nhiéu khach am choé gan
do, khong khi thoang mui kem chéng nang. Séng dang hién hoa vo vao bo.
Khungcanh khé than tién, phai c6ng nhan.

Nguoi phuc vu bai bién va Georgios dang trdi khan tam cua ching toi,
thang thdm nhw & doanh trai.

“Nudc dong chai.” Georgios dat hop gitt lanh 1én ban ching t6i. “Quy ba
cho phép t6i mé nap?”

“Pirng ban tam. Toi sé udng sau. Cam on 6ng nhiéu lam, Georgios a. Thé
nay la da roi. CAm on 6ng.” T6i ngoi xuong mot ghé, Ben ngoi xudng ghé
kia. T6i rti doi dép xo6 ngon, 16t bo 4o choang dai, ngtra ngwdi ra sau va nham
mat lai, hy vong nhw thé 1a da cho ong ta hiéu y. Mot phit sau cé cai bong
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lw6t qua ngoai mi mat, t6i m@ mat ra. That khong tin noi: Georgios dang xép
cho thang hang do6i dép va gap ao choang lai.

Ong ta dinh deo 14y chiing t6i sudt ca ngay chic? Téi liéc sang Ben, hién
nhién anh cling dang nghi vay.

Thdy t6i ng6i day, Georgios nhdy phat tdi. “Quy ba c6 muén boi chang?
Quy ba c6 muén di dao trén cat néng ching?” Ong ta chia ddi dép x6 ngon.

Gi?

OK, thé nay thi qua lam r6i. Ba céi khach san nam sao nay da phat khung
hét ca roi. Vang, ding la t6i dang di nghi that; vang, ding la c6 ngwoi phuc
vu cho minh thi ciing thich. Nhung nhw thé khong c6 nghia la bong nhién t6i
mat sach kha nang ty trdi khan hay tw van nap chai nwéc hay ty x6 cai dép
chét tiét vao chan. “Khong dau, cdm on 6ng. Th t6i mudn lic nay la...” Toi
cd nghi xem c6 tro gi that mat thoi gian khong. “T6i mudn udng nwdc cam
mdi vat nhé vai giot mat ong. Va keo M&M nita. Chi mau nau thoi nhé. Cam
on Ong rat nhiéu, Georgios a.” “Vang thwa quy ba.” T6i nhe cd ngudi thay
ong ta cti chao va bo di. “M&M mau nau thoéi?” Ben thot 1én khong tin noi.
“VIP qud.” “Em dang cd dudi c6 6ng ta.” tdi khé quic lai. “Ong ta dinh 4m
ching minh cé ngay chac? Chang 1é quéan gia riéng la nhw thé a?” “Chua biét
duwgc.” Ben c6 vé 1o dang. Anh ci¥ cham chap nhin manh trén 4o tam cta t6i.
Hay ding hon la nhitng thi nam trong ay.

“Pé anh xoa kem chdng nang cho em,” anh noéi. “Viéc dé thi anh khong
nhuong quan gia dau.”

“OK. Cam on.” T6i dwa anh tuyp kem, anh b6p mot dong twéng vao long
ban tay. Khi anh bat dau xoa, t6i nghe anh hit mot hoi ré6 manh.

“Néu anh manh tay qua thi néi nhé,” anh ri ram. “Hodc néu chwa da
manh.” “O... Ben 0i,” t6i thi thim. “Em can ding lung. Thuc t& 1 em khong
can boi vao ranh nguc dau.”

T6i nghi Ben khong nghe thay, vi anh van khong dirng tay. Mot ba gan do
dang ném sang chung toi cai nhin ky qudc. Gio thi Ben lai bop thém mot tang
kem nita va bat dau xoa xudng duwdi 4o tam cuda toi. Bang ca hai tay. Va tha
hon hén. May ngudi nita nhin sang.
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“Ben!” “Lam cho k¥ thoi,” anh 1am bam. “Ben! Thoi nao!” T6i giat nguoi
tranh. “Xoa 1én lung co.” “O.” Anh chép mit mdy cai, &nh mit lang dang.

“Thoi dé em ty lam con hon.” T6i cam lai tuyp kem, bat dau cha Ién chan.
“Anh c6 can mot it khong Ben?” To6i vay tay tim cach lam anh chu y, nhung
anh hinh nhv dang mé ngu. R6i anh chgt choang tinh. “Anh nghi ra roi.”
“Nghi ra cai gi?” toi than trong héi. “Nghi ra cai nay hay lam.” Anh ditng day
r6i di t6i chd mot d6i vg chong nam tam nang gan day. Toi da dé y thay ho twr
nady, khi an sang. Ca hai déu téc dé, t6i da lo ho sé chét thiéu trong nang.
“Chao anh chi.” Ben mim cudi hét sttc quyén rii véi co vg. “Nghi ¢ day vui
ch? Xin tw gidi thiéu t6i la Ben. Ching t6i vita mdi dén.” “0. Chao anh.”
Giong c0 ta c6 vé hoi ngd vuc. “Mi dep qua.” Anh chi vao dau c6 ta. Mii dep
qua? Pay la cai mi rom nhat nhéo nhat toi tirng thdy. Anh c6 y do gi vay?

“Thuc ra 1a, t6i dinh héi,” Ben van tiép. “T6i dang gap mac mé mat chuit.
To6i can goi dién vi mot viéc quan trong ma phong ching toi lai dang ban r6i.
Anh chi c6 phién cho t6i muwgn phong mot chit khong? Rat nhanh thoi. T6i
sé vao r6i ra luén. Cung vdi vo t0i, anh cau tha noi thém. “Ching t6i chi
thoang cai la xong.”

Co0 vo c6 vé boi roi. “Goi dién a?” co ta hoi.

“Goi dién vi cong viéc, quan trong lam,” Ben noi. “Nhu t6i vira néi, ching
toi sé lam rat nhanh. Vao roi ra luon.”

Anh liéc nhin t6i va nhay mat hau nhw khong nhan thay. Chac t6i da mim
cwdi néu khong phai dang té dai vi khao khat nhw thé nay. Cai phong. Oi troi
oi, chiing t6i can c6é phong biét may...

“Minh a?” Co6 ta v6i qua huych chong. “May ngwdi nay mudén mugn
phong ching minh.” Ngwoi chong ngoi day nhin Ben, gio tay che nang cho
khéi chéi mét. Ong ta gia hon vg, dang choi 6 chif trén t& Times.

“Sao anh chi lai phai muwgn phong?”

“Goi dién 4y ma,” Ben noéi. “Goi dién vi cong viéc, rat nhanh thoi.” “Sao
anh khéng xudng phong hoi thao cia khach san?” “O day khong riéng tu,”
Ben dap khong chdm mot khac. “Pay 1a mot cudc goi rat mat, can kin dao.
TGi sé rat mirng néu c6 dwgc mot cho yén tinh.”
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“Nhung ma...”

“Thé nay nhé...” Ben ludng ly. “Hay la toi sé biéu hai nguwdi chit gi dap
lai dwgc khong? Nam chuc bang chang han?”

“Hi7?” Ong chong c6 vé chodng vang. “Anh mudn tra chiing t6i ndm chuc
bang chi dé muwgn phong? Anh néi that khong day?” “To6i nghi khach san sé
gitp anh chi tim phong khéng mat xu nao dau,” c6 vg tim cach gop y.

“Ho khong gitip, OK?” Ben bat dau hoi néng ndy. “Chung toi thit r6i. Thé
thi mdi phdi ra hoi may ngudi chi.”

“Nam muoi bang a.” Ong chdng bé t& bdo xudng, cau may nghi ngoi ¢t
nhu vita c6 goi y méi. “Bang gi - tién mat ha?” “Tién mat, ngan phiéu, gi
ciing dwoc. Trir vao tién phong. Sao ciing xong.” “Khoan di.” Ong chong xia
ngon tay vao Ben c& nhu chgt doan ra. “Pay la tro la phai khong? Anh sé
goi may tram bang vao hdéa don dién thoai phong t6i r6i gwi lai t6i nam chuc
bang?” “Khong! T6i chi can phong thoi!” “Nhung cé bao nhiéu choé khac
ma.” C6 vg trong c6 vé boi roi. “Sao lai can phong chiing t6i? Sao khong
phai géc sanh nao day? Sao khong phai...”

“Bdi vi chung t6i can cho lam tinh, OK?” Ben bung no6. T6i da thay ca 16
dau ngdc 1én khap noi dwdi 6 trang. “T6i muodn lam tinh,” anh nhac lai binh
tinh hon. “Véi vg toi. Trong tuan trang mat. Nhu thé la doi hoi qua dang lam
sao?”

“Anh can ché lam tinh véi vg?” C6 vg né khoi Ben nhu sg 1ay bénh truyén
nhiém. “Trén giwvong ching t6i.”

“Khong phai givdng cua chi!” Ben sot rudt néi. “Pay la givong khach san.
Chung t0i sé cho thay ga. Hodc trén san cting dwgc.” Anh quay sang toi nhw
dé cho ung hd. “Trén san cling dugc, phai khong?”

Khap mat t6i rdm ran. To6i khong tin no6i anh lai 16i td6i vao vu nay. To6i
khong tin ndi anh dang hét cho ca bai bién nghe chiing t6i sé lam trén san
cling dugc. “Andrew!” Co6 vg quay sang ong chong. “No6i gi di chit!” Andrew
lang yén, cau may mot hoi - r6i ngang 1én. “Nam tram khong kém mét xu.”

“Cai gi?” Gio thi dén c6 vo nd tung. “Anh dua diay ha! Andrew, day la
phong chiing minh va dy la tuan trang mat ctia chiing minh va khong thé dé
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hai ké la mat di vao day dé... dé lam bat ky cai gi.” C6 ta chop lay chia khoa
thé, dang dé trén ghé bén Andrew, roi cwong quyét nhét n6 vao trong dé boi.
“Anh dién r6i.” Co ta tri'ng mat nhin Ben. “Ca anh lan vg anh.”

Gio thi ca bai bién da don mat vé day. Tuyét.

“Pugc thoi,” cudi cung Ben ndi. “Cam on anh chi da lang nghe.”

Trong lic Ben tién vé cho t6i, mot ga by con 16ng 14 mac do boi bo sat bat
day tir cai ghé tam nang gan dady t&i vo vai Ben. Ngoi tan day t6i van ngti
thdy mui nwédc hoa cao rau cua ga.

“Nay,” gd noi giong Nga rat ning. “Té c6 phong day.” “O thé u?” Ben
quay lai cham chu.

“Dang ay, td, vg dang ay, vg mdi cwdi cha td, Natalya - dang &y muodn vui
vé chuat khong?”

Yén lang mot ldc - r6i Ben quay ngoat lai nhin t6i, may nhuwdng lén. Toi
trd mat nhin lai sttng s6t. Anh thuc tinh héi y t6i w? To6i lac dau quay quay,
miéng map may, “Khong, khong, khong.”

“H6m nay thi khong dugc,” Ben noi, giong nghe c6 vé hoi tiéc thuc tinh.
“Dgi dip khac nhé.”

“Khong van dé.” Tay nguwoi Nga dap bop vao vai anh, va Ben quay lai ghé
tam nang. Anh tha nguwdi 1én d6, quau quau nhin ra bién.

“Hu, y twong hay ho thé ddy. B6 con bo lanh cdm.” T6i nghiéng tdi, an
manh ngon tay vao nguc anh. “Nay, cdi gi vay? Anh thuc 1ong mu6n nhan 16i
hin ta a? Tay Nga ay?” “It ra thi ciing duoc gi day.”

Puogc gi day? T6i tron mat nhin anh khong tin ndi, t6i khi anh ngudc 1én.
“Sao?” anh chong ché. “Ciing 1a dwoc gi day.” “A, thé thi cho em xin 16i vi
khong muén chung dém tan hon véi mot con khi dot va mot & v cao su,” toi
mia mai. “Xin 16i da lam héng cudc vui cia anh.” “Khong phai cao su,” Ben
néi. “Anh da nhin r6i han?” “Silicon.” T6i khong khéi phi cwdi. Trong lic do
Ben nhanh nhen vat hai cai khan l1én 6 che nang. Anh dang lam gi vay? “Cho
c6 chit riéng tu théi,” anh nhdy mat, r6i ép nguwdi vao bén t6i trén ghé tam
nang cta toi, bon tay chan bam khip nguoi t6i nhw bach tudc. “Oi gidi, em
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hdp dan qua. Em khong tinh c& mdc quan tam hd diing chi, phai khong?”
Anh n6i dua day han?

Ma thyc tinh, quan tam hg diing sé tién lam.

“Em con khong biét thit d6 c6 ton tai hay khong...” Toi thinh linh nhan ra
hai dita nhé dang t0 mo nhin. “Dung lai!” t6i rit 1én, kéo tay Ben khoi quan
tam. “Ching minh khong dwgc lam trén ghé tam nang! Chiing minh sé bi bat

')’

cho ma xem

“P4 bao nhé, thwa quy ba? Vi chanh?” Ca hai ching t6i mudn nhay ban
1én troi khi Hermes 16 dau vao dwéi khan tam, chia ra khay dwng hai coc da.
T6i thé 1a minh sé chét vi dau tim truede khi kip tra phong cho nay.

Mot hoi lau ching t6i ng6i ldng yén, nhép nhép da bao va lang nghe tiéng
ri rao tan chuyén trén bai bién, tiéng séng dap vao bo cat.

“Thé nay,” cudbi cung toi no6i. “Tinh hinh gio that la bach nhuc nhung
ching minh cting khong lam gi duwgc. Vay mot la minh ng6i day, phat dién vi
buc titc va huc hac véi nhau, hai 1a ching minh di kiém viéc gi dé lam trong
luc dgi c6 phong.”

“Viéc gi la viéc gi?”

“Thi anh biét day.” Toi c6 gang t6 vé lac quan. “Cac hoat dong vui choi gi
day. Tennis, boi thuyén, di ca n6. Béng ban. Ho cé gi minh choi nay.”

“Nghe that 1a hét sirc hap dan,” Ben u € dap.

“Ctr ditng day di dao chit da, xem ta tim thdy cai gi.”

T6i chi mudn chuon khoéi vat bai bién nay. Xung quanh ngwoi ta et khong
ngGt quay lai nhin trong lic thi tham v&i nhau sau may cuon tiéu thuyét, con
ga nguwoi Nga thi ci nhay mat vdi toi.

Ben an ndt coc da bao roi nghiéng lai hon t6i, d6i mdi lanh nhw bang tach
doi moi to6i dé lai vi chanh man man day hap dan.

“Khong dugc,” toi néi khi tay anh lai tw dong lan xuéng do tam cua toi.
“Nay, théi di.” T6i gat tay anh ra. “Nhuw thé nay thi kho s& qua. Khong cham
vao nhau. Cho dén khi nao phong da xong.”

“Khong cham vao nhau?” Anh tron mat nhin t6i khong tin noi.
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“Khong cham vao nhau.” To6i cwong quyét gat dau, x6 vai anh. “Thoi nao.
Chiung minh ct¢ di qua khach san da, thdy hoat dong gi dau tién thi sé choi
thit d6. Thé nhé? Chiu khong?”

Toi doi Ben ditng day x6 dép. Georgios dang di vé phia ching toi trén
dwong tir khach san, va diéu lam t6i kinh ngac la 6ng ta qua dang buwng mam
dung mot coc nwdc cam va mot dia M&M mau nau.

“Thwa quy ba.”

“O!” T6i n6c mdt hoi can cdc nwdc cam va nhai dim ba viéen M&M.
“Tuyét qua.” “Phong chung t6i da xong chwa?” Ben héi dop. “Chac chan phai
xong roi ch.” “T6i nghi la chwa, thwa quy 6ng.” Vé mat sau tham cua
Georgios con tam t6i hon nita. “Theo t6i hiéu la phat sinh van dé vé may bao
chdy.” “May bao chay?” Ben 1ip lai, khong tin n6i. “Ong néi mdy béo chay la
sao?”

“Thiét bi cdm wng bi quét rung trong lic doi giwvong. Rat tiéc la ching toi
khong thé cho quy khach vao lai phong triwéc khi da sira xong. Pay la van dé
an toan caa chinh quy khach. T6i v6 cung xin 16i, thia quy 6ng.” sg.

Ben dua cé hai tay 6m dau. Trong anh hung hang dén noéi t6i gan nhw phat

“Hu, thé gio thi mat bao 1au?”

Georgios dang rong hai tay. “Thua ong, gia ma toi...”

“Ong khong biét,” Ben cit ngang rat sang. “T4t nhién 1a 6ng khong biét.
L.am sao ma 6ng biét dwgc?”

T6i rung minh nghi anh c6 thé mat kiém soat bat ky lic nao va danh
Georgios. “Théi duwgc r6i.” Toi voi vang xen ngang. “Boé qua di. Ching t6i sé
tim tro gi giai tri vay.” “Vang thva quy ba.” Georgios gat dau. “T6i c6 thé
giip quy ong ba thé nao a?”

Ben cau may nhin 6ng ta. “Ong co thé...”

“Lay cho t6i thém it nwéc qua, lam on!” t6i reo 1én, tredc khi Ben kip noéi
gi that sy xtic pham. “Cé thé la it... it...” t6i ngan ngtr. Cai gi la thit mat thoi
gian nhat trén doi nhi? “It nwdc ca cai do?”
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Nét mat binh thuwong bat dong ctia Georgios hoi xao dong. T6i nghi c6 thé
ong ta da ngd ra manh khoe cua toi.

“San long, thuira quy ba.”

“Tuyét! Vay hen gdp lai.” Chung t6i di léen con dudong nho, hai bén la
twong trang ru day hoa gidy. Nang dang gidi xuéng dau, xung quanh tinh
lang. Toi biét Georgios di ngay dang sau, nhung khong c6 y dinh tan chuyén
v&i ong ta. Néu vay thi dirng hong 6ng ta di cho.

“Quay bar ven bién & phia nay,” Ben nhan xét khi di qua bién chi duong.
“Hay ta tat qua dé mot chut.”

“Quay ba ven bién?” T6i nhin sang anh giéu cgt. “T6i qua chwa vira a?”
“Hair of the dog. Virgin Mary. Gi cling dugc.” “OK.” Toi nhin vai. “Ching
ta c6 thé uéng that nhanh.”

Quan bar ven bién rat rong, hinh tron va ram mat, c6 tiéng nhac bouzouki
Hy Lap diu diu. Ben lap titc ng6i sup xudng ghé bén quay. “Xin chao.” Nguoi
phu trach dén gan miéng cudi twoi réi. “Xin giti ngan 10i chic mirng dam
cw6i cia 6ng ba.” Ong ta trao chiing t6i t& thyc don ép plastic 16i di mat.
“Lam sao ma ong ta biét minh méi cuwdi?” Ben nheo mat nhin theo.

“Nho cdp nhan cuwdi méi sang choang ctia minh chang? Ta udng gi bay
gio?” Toi bat dau doc thye don, nhung Ben thi da chim trong suy nghi.

“Cai con me chét tiét,” anh lam bam. “Lé ra gio minh da & do6 roi. Trong
givong cua ho.”

“Um. Em nghi 1a may bdo chay sé sira xong sém thdi,” t6i n6i ma khong
tin twéng lam.

“Chung minh dang di trang mat ma, khi a.”

“Em biét roi,” toi ru ri. “Nao, goi mén gi di. Ruwgu dang hoang ay.” Chinh
toi cling dang can mot ly, noi thye. “Chi vira néi anh chi di trang mat a?” Mot
c6 nang téc vang vay ching t6i tir dau kia bar. Co ta dang mac mot chiéc
caftan mau cam, tay do dinh qua bong, di xang dan gan da got cao. “Ma tat
nhién ro6i! O day ai cha di tring mat. Anh chi cw6i hém nao?” “Hém qua.
Chung t6i vira dén dém qua.” “Chung to6i thi thit Bay! Nha tho Chuia ba ngoi
0 Manchester. Toi mdc vay cua Phillipa Lepley. Ching t6i moi tiéc tram hai
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muoi nguwdi. An buffet. R6i dén t6i ching t6i moi nhém nhac choi dé nhay,
c6 thém nam chuc khach nita.” Co ta nhin toi cho doi.

“Tiéc chung toi thi... nhé hon,” t6i ndi sau khi im mot lic. “Nho hon dang
ké. Nhung dé thwong lam.”

Dé thwong hon tiéc cuwdi ctia co6 nhiéu, téi néi tham trong dau. T6i quay
sang Ben hy vong anh tung ho, nhung anh da quay di tro chuyén vGi nguoi
pha rugu.

Pay la lan dau tién t6i nhan thdy & Ben c6 diém giong Richard - nghia la
ghét giao tiép va cyc thién kién khi gap ngudoi la. Bao nhiéu lan t6i vira bat
chuyén véi ai d6 cuc ky tha vi hdp dan, nhwng Richard chang chiu tham gia.
Nhu cai ba néi chuyén hay khong chiu duogc ting gap 6 Greenwich, anh
dathang thirng cho6i khéng muon t6i gigi thiéu. Va, dugc roi, rot cude thi ba
dé hoi bi chap mach va tim cach du t6i bé 10.000 bang mua céi nha thuyén,
nhung lic d6 anh dau c6 biét chuyén do, phai khong?

“Nhan thi sao?” C6 nang kia chia tay ra. Méng tay danh cam dong mau
vOi céi caftan, toi dé y. Nhw thé cé nghia toan bd t caftan ctia co ta déu cé
mau cam, hay dém nao co ta cling son lai mong tay? “Nhan tién toi tén
Melissa.”

“Dé thwong thé!” Ta6i phi ban tay trai ra do, va cai nhan cudi bach kim anh
1én trong nang. Nhan gan day kim cuwong, trong qua that rat hao nhoang.

“Tuyét nhi!” Melissa nhwvdng may, rd rang la bi an twgng. “Ma cadm giac
that tuyét voi phai khong, deo nhan ay?” Co ta ghé sat t6i nhw ban chuyén am
muu. “T6i nhin thdy minh trong guwong véi chiéc nhan trén tay va nghi trong
dau, Cha me oi! Minh c6 chong r6i!” “T6i cling thé!” To6i chgt nhén ra minh
da thiéu cai gi: tam sy ban gai vé chuyén cuwdi xin. Day la mat trdi cta viéc
dat tay nhau chay mat ma khong c6 gia dinh hay phu dau bén canh. “Va buén
cwoi nhat 1a duge goi ‘ba’ nita!” toi néi thém. “Ba Parr.” “T6i thi la ba
Falkner.” Co ta cwoi twoi roi. “Toi mé chit do lam sao. Falkner.” “Toi thich
lam Parr.” To6i cuwoi dap. “Chi c6 biét day la khu nghi dudng bac nhéat danh
cho cac cdp doi trang mat khong? Ca cac sao ciing dén day, da th& nita.
Phong suite cta ching to6i ding la doi ca doi cling khong ti€c. Va dém mai
chiing t6i s& 1ap lai hon thé, trén Pao Ai Tinh. Nguoi ta dit tén thé ddy, Pao
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Ai Tinh.” C6 ta phac tay ra bién, chi céi cau tau gb ding xa. Poan cudi cau
tau m@ rong thanh maot san 16n, bén trén dung chiéc léu trang mong tang.

“Roi sau d6é ching toi dai tiéc cocktail,” c6 ta thém. “Anh chi cling dén
nhé! Cé khi anh chi cling muén doc lai hén thé cling nén!” “Sém thé 4?” Toi
khong mudn bat nha, nhung day la diéu ky quai nhat t6i tirng nghe. T6i vira
madi cwdi hém qua. Noi lai 10i thé lam gi? “Chung t6i da quyét dinh nam nao
cling lam 1é doc lai hon thé,” Melissa ti man néi. “Nam sau ching t6i sé lam
& Mauritius, va t6i da tim thay chinh xac cai vdy minh mu6n madc ro6i. Trén tQ
CoO dau thang trwdc. Cai vdy Vera Wang trang nam muoi tw. Chi c6 thay
khong?” Dien thoai Melissa ré lén trudc khi toi kip dap, co ta cau may. “DBgi
toi mot chat... Matt? Matt, anh dang lam cai gi thé? Em & ngoai bar né! Nhw
chiing minh hen dé. O bar... Khong, khéng phai spa, ma 1a bar!”

Co ta thd hat ra sot rudt, roi cat dién thoai di va lai twoi réi nhin sang toi.
“Vay la, anh chi nhat dinh phai dén choi B6 Uyén Uong chiéu nay ddy.” “Do
Uyén Uong?” t6i lap lai ma khong hiéu.

“Chi biét day. Y nhw cai gameshow trén ti vi dy. Mo6i ngudi tra 10i cau hoi
vé nguoi kia, cdp chién thang la cdp hiéu ro nhau nhat.” Co ta chi vé cai
poster gan day, trén viét:

4 GIO CHIEU NAY:

PO UYEN UONG TREN BAI BIEN. TRUNG THUONG LON!! THAM
GIA MIEN PHI!! “Ai ciing tham gia ca,” c6 ta thém, udng mét chiit qua éng
hit. “O day nguoi ta bay ra 1dm hoat dong cho cac cip di trang mat. T4t nhién
toan tro d¢ dan dé quang cdo ay ma.” Co ta thd o vén toc ra sau tai. “That
day, nghi xem, lam nhuw hon nhén la chuyén thi dua ay.”

To6i suyt sdc vi cwoi. Cling nén thit ddy chit. Co6 ta ham thang dén noi diéu
dé gan nhu viét ro trén mat co ta.

“Thé anh chi c6 choi khong?” Co ta ngd t6i qua cap kinh rdam Gucci.
“Choi di! Cho vui ay ma!”

Toi nghi thé cling co6 ly. Nghia 1a, n6i thang ra, ching téi con biét lam gi
cho qua thoi gian nita?
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“OK. Cho chung t6i dang ky.” “Yianni!” Melissa goi to v&i nguoi ding
quay. “T6i kiém duwgc cho ong thém mot doi vao D6 Uyén Uong ne.” “Gi
thé?” Ben cau mdt nhin sang t6i. “Ching minh sé tham gia cudc thi,” to6i
thong bao cho anh. “Ching minh da nhat tri sé choi tro dau tién minh gap,
nhd khong? Thi 1a cai nay day.” Yianni trao cho tdi va Ben hai to thé thic,
cong thém mot chai vang véi hai ly, chac Ben vira goi. Melissa da ditng day
khoi ghé. Co ta lai dang goi dién, nghe giong con cau ban hon hoéi nay.

“Bar ven bién, khong phai bar trong sanh dau. Bar ven bién!... OK, & yén
ddy di, em dén day... Hen gdp anh chi,” c6 ta thi thao va trat truong bo di, vat
ao mau cam xody tung. Khi c6 ta di r6i, Ben va t6i lang thinh mét Iic doc t&
b6 Uyén Uong. Hay chitng té tinh yéu cta hai ban! Chitng minh hai ban la
mot cdp uyén wong troi sinh! Du khong mudn, t6i cling thay tinh than chién
ddu htrng hye dang 1én. Toi thi khong can chitng minh cai gi hét. Nhung toi
biét chac & cai khu nghi duwdng nay khong cdp uyén wong nao c6 do gan giii
va giao cdm hon Ben véi tdi. C nhin ho ma xem. R6i nhin ching t6i ma
Xem.

“Ching minh chac cu sé thua cai nay,” Ben noi, khit miii cugi. Thua a?
“Thua la thé nao!” T6i nhin anh phat long. “Sao anh lai néi thé?” “Vi chiing
minh can biét vé nhau,” Ben dap, ctt nhw cai do qua ro. “Ma ching minh thi
chang biét gi.” “Chung minh biét vo so6 thit vé nhau!” t6i chéng ché. “Chuing
minh da quen nhau ti* h6i muwoi tdm! Theo y em thi ching minh tram phan
tram sé thang.” Ben nhuwéng m6t bén may. “Co thé. Thé ho hoi nhitng thi
gi?” “Em khong biét. Em c6 xem chwong trinh nay bao gio dau.” T6i dot
nhién nghi ra. “Nhung Fliss c6 bo tro choi day. Dé em hdi chi ay.”
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Chuvong 14
%

Chung t6i dang cho & ctra 1én may bay thi dién thoai kéu. Toi chwa kip phan
ung, Noah da moi ra tr ngan phu tui xach va nhin man hinh.

“Di Lottie goi day!” Mat n6 sang birng phan khich. “Con bdo la minh dang
dén 1 oa di trong ky nghi dac biét nhé?”

“Khong dwoc!” T6i chop dién thoai. “Ngoi yén, mét phat thoi. Xem bo
hinh dén di. Choi khing long dy.” T6i bam nghe, budc ra xa Noah vai buéec,
co tran tinh. “Lottie ddy a!” Toi chao no.

“Chij day roi! Em goi chi mai! Chi dang & dau thé?”

“O thi... di loanh quanh théi.” T6i budc minh ditng mot khic réi méi héi
tiép, giong nhe nhv to, “Vay phong 6c da on thoa chwa? Thé con givong?
Thé con... cac viéc khac?”

To6i dd dugce Nico thong bao dén gio né van vo phong cwr. Nhung t6i cling
duwgc ké vu Ben tim cach thué lai phong ctia khach nghi khac trén bai bién.
Do gian ta, tha doan.

“Phong dy a.” Gigng Lottie nghe that than. “Ping la mdt ban trudng ca
khon nan. Tam thoi ching em bo cudc roi. Bi loanh quanh tan hwéng da.”

“O. K& hoach rat hgp 1y.” T6i khé thd phao. “Thé thdi tiét ngodi day thé
nao? Nang chi?”

“Quay chin ludn.” Lottie c6 vé con dang ban tam chuyén khac. “Fliss nay,
chi c6 nhG cai tro B6 Uyén Uong gi d6 khong?” T6i nhiu may. “Cai
gameshow truyén hinh dy a?” “DP4y né ddy. Chi c6 ca bo tro choi phai khong?
Ho héi nhitng cau kiéu gi?” “Sao héi thé?” t6i ngac nhién. “Chiing em sap
tham gia thi ddu. Cau héi kh6 khong?” “Khé a? Lam gi! Hoi vui thoi. Toan
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thit ngé ngan ay ma. Nhitng chuyén co ban vg chong doi Itta van biét vé
nhau.” “Héi em thit xem.” Lottie nghe c6 vé hoi cang thang. “Dé em tap.”
“0, OK.” T6i nghi mot hoi. “Ben diing kem déanh ring gi?” “Khong biét,” sau
mot lic im ldang Lottie dap. “Me cau ta tén gi?” “Khong biét.” “Mo6n em tirng
niu ma cau ta wa nhat la gi?”

Im lang con lau hon nita. “Khong biét,” cudi cung n6 néi. “Em chwa bao
gio nau cho anh 4y ca.”

“Néu hai ngudi di xem kich, ciu ta sé chon Shakespeare hay kich hién dai
hay ca kich?”

“Em khong biét!” Lottie rén 1én. “Em chwa bao gio di xem kich véi anh ay
hét. Ben noi ding! Ching em sé thua mat!”

N6 c6 bi dién khong? Tat nhién la ching sé thua roi.

“Thé theo em Ben c6 biét gi trong s60 mdy chuyén dy vé em khong?” t6i
nho nhe hoi.

“T4t nhién khong! Chiing em cha ai biét gi ca!” “O. Thé thi...” “Em khong
muén thua ti ndo,” Lottie thap giong c4u kinh. “O day c6 mét dita c6 dau
dién, n6 ct khong ngét mom khoe dam cuwdi, va néu em chang biét gi vé
chéng em ma anh ay ciling chang biét gi vé em...”

Thi c6 1€ ca hai khéng nén 1ay nhau! T6i chi mudn gao 1én.

“Thé thi c6 1& hai ngwoi nén... n6i chuyén véi nhau xem?” cudi cung t6i
goiy.

“Pung! Bung roi day,” Lottie thot 1én, ct nhw t6i vira gidi duwgc cau dé ma
quy nao day. “Ching em sé hoc thudc hét. Chi cho em danh sach nhitng thi
can biét xem.” Nghe bd n6 c6 vé quyét tam dao dat. “Kem danh rang, tén me,
mon an wa thich... Chi nhan hét cau héi cho em dwgc khéng?”

“Khong, khong dugc,” t6i nghiém giong néi. “Chi ban lam. Lottie, tai sao
em lai dang lam tro nay ha? Sao khong ra bai bién phoi nang?” “Em bi du
vao. Va gio thi ching em khong rit lui dwgc nita, bang khong sé chang giong
mot cap uyén wong hanh phic. Fliss, ch6 nay ding la dién dy. Bing la Trung
Tam Trang Mat.” To6i nhin vai. “Em da biét tridc roi con gi, ding khong?”
“Em cho la thé...” N6 ngan ngtr. “Nhung em khong twéng twgng duoc la mat
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dén cd nay. Xung quanh dau dau cling toan thdy cac cdp dinh nhw sam, ma
chi khong thé di budc nao ma khong c6 ai néi ‘Chic mirng’ hay la tung phao
hoa gidy l1én nguoi. Cai dita c6 dau dién kia con dinh lam 1é néi lai 16i thé, chi
twong twong dugc khong? Lai con dinh thuyét phuc em lam theo nita.”

Trong mot gidy t6i quén mat minh dang & dau, cung toan bo tinh hinh hién
tai. TOi chi dang tan chuyén vai Lottie.

“Nghe c6 vé nhu ché d6 thanh ra lam tro qua mic r6i.” “Ciing hoi hoi.”
“Thé thdi dirng choi d6 nita.” “Em phai choi thoi.” Giong n6é cuwong quyeét.
“Khong c6 chuyén bé cudc dau. Em c6 can biét Ben hoc trudng trung hoc
nao khong, mdy chuyén loai d6? Sé& thich thi sao?” No6i phién mudn lai ap lay
toi. That siéu ngd ngan. N6 néi chuyén cit nhw dang gao bai dé loe s& nhap
tich. Trong m6t khac suyt nita thi t6i noéi toet nhw vay vao mat né. Nhung
cung lic, ban nang sau xa day toi dirng cé noéi gi qua dién thoai. R6i sé chi td
dan dén mot tran cdi va am 1 va roi n6é dap may bat Ben lam cho né cé bau
ngay tai cho, c6 khi ngay trén bai bién trudc ban dan thién ha, dé cho t6i biét
tay. Toi phdi t6i dwoc dé da. Gid vo chi mudn tao bat ngo. Toi sé thu thw
phan doan tinh hinh, dé cho né loi long. R6i toi sé kéo nd ra mdt géc va hai
bén sé néi chuyén véi nhau. N6i chuyén thang than. Néi chuyén ra tam ra
mon, va tdi sé khong budng tha chirng nao n6 chwa thdy duwgc bitc tranh toan
canh. Thay dugc han hoi dy. Cai tro D6 Uyén Uong nay da ding vé phia
minh, t6i vira nhan ra. N6 sé bi mdt ci bé mat gitta cong chung. Va roi sé &
tam trang san sang lang nghe tiéng noéi 1€ phai. Phat thanh vién thong béo
chuyén bay, Lottie 1ap titc hoi: “Céi gi thé? Chi & dau thé?” “O nha ga,” toi
néi tron tru. “Phai di ro6i. Chic may man!”

To6i tat may, nhin quanh tim Noah. T6i da dé né ngoi trén ghé nhya cach
chwa day hai buéc, nhung gio thi n6 da chay dén ban va dang néi chuyén so6i
noi v6i mot co tiép vién, cd kia cui thap nguwdi cham chu lang nghe.

“Noah!” t0i goi, cad hai quay dau lai. Co tiép vién gio tay té y da nghe,
ding 1én va dan no6 vé cho t6i. Nguwoi co ta rat dep, da ram nang, doi mat to
mau xanh lo, téc bt sau dau, va khi c¢6 ta lai gan t6i thoang ngwi thdy mui
nuwdc hoa.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Xin 16i ¢6.” T6i mim cudi. “Noah, ngoi yén day. Khong chay chai lung
tung.”

Co ti€p vién tran troi nhin toi, khién t6i dwa tay 1én miéng, tw hoi c6 phai
moi minh con dinh vun banh khong.

“T6i chi mudn ndi 1a,” co6 ta voi va noi, “toi da dugc nghe ké vé canh ngod
cua chau bé, va toi thye tinh nghi gia dinh chi that manh mé.” Trong mot phut
toi khong biét dap lai thé nao. Noah da néi cai quai gi vay? “Va t6i nghi
nguoi y si cap cttu ay xirng dang dugc huan chwong,” co6 ta néi thém, giong
run run. T6i dwa mat tée Itta nhin Noah, n6 nhin trad lai bang 4nh mat bang
lang, khong chat boi réi. Lam gi bay gio? Néu t6i giai thich la con toi rat giéi
song trong twéng twong, thi cd dam thanh dé hoi hét. Co khi c hua theo lai
hon. Chi mét phut nita thoi 1a 1én may bay r6i, cad doi cling khong phai gap lai
cod ta nita. “Cling khong cé gi to tat dau,” cudi cung tdi néi. “Cam on co
lam...” “Khdng c6 gi to tat?” c6 ta kinh ngac 1ap lai. “Nhung chuyén ly ky thé
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CcO ma

“0... vang.” T6i nuét nuéc bot. “Noah, di mua nwéc di con.” Tdi hdi ha
xua no tdi chdo may ban nuwéc ty dong gan day, trede khi cau chuyén kip phat
trién xa hon. “Noah,” t6i n6i ngay khi chiing t6i da ra ngoai tam nghe, “con
da néi gi v6i co ay day?” “Con no6i 16n 1én con muon thi dau Olympic,” né
dap ngay tap lw. “Con muon thi nhdy dai. Nhw thé nay nay.” N6 rut tay khoi
tay toi va nhun chan nhdy qua thdm san san bay. “Con c6 thi ddu Olympic
duwgc khong me?” Toi dau hang. R6i ching t6i sé phai noi chuyén tir té mot
lic nao do6 - nhung khong phdi bay gio. “Tat nhién la dugc réi.” Toi xoa dau
né. “Nhung ma nay. Khong néi chuyén véi ngudi la nita nhé. Con biét roi
ma.”

“Co ay khong phai ngwoi la,” ndé nhan xét rat co ly. “Co ay c6 deo thé, nén
con biét tén c6 ay. Tén la Cheryl.”

Doi khi logic cia bon nhoc 1én bay that khong bat bé noi. Ching toi vé lai
cho ngoi, va toi dat né ngoi that yén canh minh.

“Xem hinh déan di, va khong di dau hét.” To6i ldy dién thoai, thao vai cai
email ngan gon. Méi vira phé chuan nguyén mét s6 phu treong vé nghi mat ¢
Bac cuc thi t6i dirng tay, cau may. Vira c6 thi gi do lot vao mat tdi. Mot cai
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dinh dau, hién ra trén to bao. Mot chém téc den. Nhitng ngén tay dai xwong
xuwong gio trang.

Khong thé nao.

T6i tron tron mat, tring tritng nhin, cho t¢i khi nguwdi do 1at trang tiép
khién toi thoang thdy cai go ma. Dich thi la anh ta. Ngbi cach chwa day nam
mét, tdi du lich nho dat duwgi chan. Anh ta lam cai khi gi ¢ day?

Purng noi la anh ta co6 trung y twong voi toi chir. Khi anh ta gié thém trang
nita, trong diém tinh va tram lang, to6i bat dau thay gian so6i 1én. Pay hoan
toan la 16i cta anh ta. T6i da phéi xao tung nép séng ctia minh, bat con trai t6i
nghi hoc, dau dau bop 6c ca dém chi vi anh ta khong biét dang ngdm cai mom
lai. Anh ta méi la ké quang ga dam vao gitta chuyén. Anh ta la nguyén do cho
tat cad chuyén nay. Thé ma gio ddy, anh ta ng6i than nhién khoan khodi ¢t nhw
di nghi hé vay. Dién thoai reo, anh ta bé bao xudng nghe may. “T4t nhién,”
toi nghe anh ta noi. “T6i sé lam thé. Ching t6i sé ban thado tat ca nhitng viéc
d6. Vang, t6i biét 1a con yéu t6 thoi gian.” Mdt anh ta chuyén sang cang
thang. “T6i biét day khong phdi phuwong an ly twéng. T6i dang lam hét stc
trong tinh canh ngat ngheo, OK?” Ngung mdt lic khi anh ta lang nghe, roi
dap, “Khong, theo t6i thi khong. Hay biét thé da. Ta khong nén dé tin don lan
ra... OK. Bugc. Dén noi toi sé goi lai.” Anh ta cat dién thoai di va trd lai doc
béo, trong ltic t6i van nhin, cang lic cang tic gian. Ping réi day. Nga nguoi
ra sau. Mim miéng khi doc truyén cuwdi. Tan hwdng cudc song. Co gi can trd
dau? To6i nhin x6i vao anh ta dén mitc twdng nhw t& bao sap thung 16 cho dén
noi. Mot ba gia ngoi ké bén anh ta nhan thdy anh nhin cua t6i, liéc sang toi lo
lang. T6i mim cwoi nhanh véi ba, dé to y ba khong phéi déi twong thu dich
cta téi - nhwng hinh nhw chi khién ba thém hodng via. “T6i xin 16i,” ba ta
néi. “Nhung... c6 chuyén gi khong 6n a?”

“Khong 6n?” Lorcan dap, twéng ba ta n6i v6i minh lién quay sang.
“Khong, c6 gi khong 6n dau...” Anh ta thodng thay t6i va giat minh kinh
ngac. “O. Chao chi.”

Toi cho anh ta chuyén sang dam nguc an nan ta toi, nhung hinh nhw anh ta
thdy chao thé la da r6i. B6i mat den nhin thang vao mat t6i, va dot nhién
khong bao trudc trong dau téi vut hién vé: gidy phit nhoang nhoang da va
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moi dém dé. Hoi thé néng béng pha vao c6 t6i. Ban tay t6i tim chat toc anh
ta. Ma toi dé trng 1én va tdi quac mat nhin anh ta con thu dich hon nita.

“Chao chi?” t6i nhac lai. “Anh chi n6i duwogc c6 thé théi a? ‘Chao chi’?”

“T6i doan la chiing ta dang tién vé cung mdt noi?” Anh ta bo td bdo xudng
va cli ngudi tgi tredc, mat bong trd nén cham chi. “Chi c6 lién lac dugc véi
ho khéng? Vi t6i can néi chuyén véi Ben, chuyén rat khan cap. To6i mang
gidy to di cho anh dy ky. T6i can anh dy van & khach san khi t6i dén. Nhung
anh dy khong chiu nghe mdy. Anh ay tranh mat t6i. Anh ay tranh tit cd moi
thi.”

TGi tron xoe mat nhin anh ta, khong tin n6i. Anh ta chi ban tam dén moi
ba céi dy an v& van nao ddy. Thé con chuyén 6ng ban vang cta anh ta da cuwégi
em gai toi trong mot phan xa hoan toan ty phat ngu xuan do 16i ctia anh ta?

“T6i co lién lac véi Lottie. Khong phéi véi Ben.”

“Htr.” Anh ta cau may, quay lai t& bdo. Lam sao anh ta yén 6n doc bao
dwgce chi? T6i thdy rudt gan soi sung suc vi anh ta lai con cé thé tap trung
doc tin thé thao trong khi da gay ra vu tay dinh nhw thé nay.

“Chi c6 sao khong?” Anh ta li€c 1én t6i. “Chi c6 vé hoi... am anh chuyén
gi d6.” T6i dang run cd nguoi vi dién gian day. Pau t6i dang nhoi nhoi ram
ran, hai ban tay t6i dang nam thanh qua ddm. “Bu6n cuwdi mot céi la c6,” cudi
cung toi cling thot ra dugc. “Toi c6 sao day.”

“0.” Anh ta lai liéc vao t& bdo, va thi gi d6 trong toi né tung.

“Pirng c6 nhin bao nita!” To6i nhay 1én, chop lay td bao trong tay anh ta
trwde khi kip nhan ra minh dang lam gi. “Thoi ngay!” T6i dién cuéng vo nat
t0 bao ro6i ném xuong san. T6i dang thd doc, ma dé ryc. Lorcan nhin qua to
bao day boi roi. “Me kia!” Noah thot 1én, vira strng sot vira khodi chi. “Xa rac
kia!” Toan b hanh khach ng6i dgi da quay sang nhin t6i. Tuyét. Va gio thi
Lorcan ciing dang nhin Ién t6i, d6i may den nhiu vao nhau, c nhw t6i 1a noi
huyén bi khéng hiéu néi. “Cé chuyén gi thé?” cubi cung anh ta n6i. “Chi cau
cai gi a?” Anh ta dua chac? “Phai!” t6i n6 tung. “T6i c6 hoi cau mot ti vi sau
khi t6i da dan xép toan bo vu viéc gitta Ben v6i em gai toi, thi anh lai di dam
dau vao pha tan hoang ca!”
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To6i thay vé v 1é dan da cling hién ra trén mat anh ta. “Chi quy t6i cho toi
ha?”
“Tat nhién t6i quy t6i cho anh! Néu anh khong néi gi thi ho dau cé di cuéi
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nhau

“0, 6.” Anh ta lic dau quay quay. “Sai r6i. Ben da quyét chi.” “Lottie bao
ddy la do anh.” “Lottie nham.”

Anh ta nhat dinh khéng chiu thua, phai khong? Tén khon.

“Toi chi biét mot diéu la, t6i da gidi quyét xong tinh hinh,” t6i n6i lanh
bang. “T6i da lam dwgc. Roi thi chuyén nay xay ra.”

“Chi twong chi da giai quyét xong,” anh ta chita lai. “Chi twdng chi da lam
dwgce. Néu hiéu ré6 Ben nhuw t0i, chi sé biét dau 6c anh dy chao nhw con lac
day. Cac thoa thuan da dat dugc cling chang cé nghia ly gi hét. Théa thuan ky
nhitng gidy td cot tw, can kip, chang han.” Giong anh ta d6t nhién néng nay.
“Chi c6 chop lay anh ta bao nhiéu ciing v6 ich. Anh ta van lot ra.”

“Vi thé nén anh md&i dén day ha?” t6i li€c sang cap tap. “Chi vi may th
gidy to day thoi ha?”

“Néu Muhammad khong chiu dén vé6i ni, thi nii phai huy hét ké hoach va
nhay lén may bay théi.” Dién thoai anh ta c6 tin nhan, anh ta doc xong r6i bat
dau nhan lai. “Sé thuan 1gi hon cho t6i rat nhiéu néu t6i c6 thé ndi chuyén véi
Ben,” vira bdm anh ta vira néi. “Chi c6 biét hai nguwdi bon ho dang lam gi
khong?”

“D6 Uyén Uong,” t6i dap. Lorcan trong ngd ra, roi nhan thém vai chir
nita. T tw, t6i ngoi xuéng. Noah da tudt xudng san, bat dau gap mii bang to
bao cua Lorcan.

“Noah,” t6i no6i, khong qua quyét lam. “Ping lam thé. Con t6i,” t6i néi
v0i Lorcan.

“Chao chau,” Lorcan n6i véi Noah. “Mii dep ddy. Va, chi cling chwa cho
toi biét. Chinh xac thi chi ¢ day lam gi? Pén chung vui v6i cdp vg chong
mdi, t6i doan vay. Ho c6 biét khong?”

Cau héi lam t6i bat ngo. Toi udng nwdc, suy nghi cat luc.
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“Lottie goi t0i ra d6,” cudi cung t6i no6i doi. “Nhwng toi cting khong biét
Ben c6 biét khong, nén anh dirng noéi la da gap t6i, OK?” “Duwgc thoi.” Anh ta
nhtn vai. “That ky qudc, bao chi gai minh dén trong khi di trang mat. Co ay
khong dwgc vui a?” “Thyc té 1a ho dang tinh chuyén 1ap lai hon thé,” toi dot
nhién nghi ra. “Lottie mudn t6i c6 mdt lam chitng.”

“Oi me 0i,” Lorcan cau may. “Y twéng gi ma chudi thé?”

Giong anh ta khinh thi dén mic t6i lai thady byc minh. “T6i nghi y twéng
dang yéu day chi,” toi cai. “Lottie lic nao cling muon lam dam cuwdi bén bo
bién. Tinh né rat lang man.” “Chac vay.” Lorcan gat dau nhw dang tiéu hoa
diéu nay, roi nhin 1én, mat tinh ba. “Thé con ngwa lun thi sao? Co ay cé kiém
dwgc khong?” Ngwa lun? T6i tr6 mat nhin anh ta. N6i chuyén gi vay... Ngwa
lun cung mau. Tuyét. Vay la anh ta c6 nghe thiy t6i néi dién thoai sang hom
qua. Mau da don 1én m4, va trong ding mot khac t6i thdy minh mat binh tinh.
Cach t6t nhat x Iy vu nay, t6i nhanh chéng két ludn, 1a néi thang. Chung toi
déu la nguoi 16n ca réi. Chung t6i c6 thé doi mat véi mot tinh hudng nguong
ngap va vuot qua né. Pung thé. “Thé. Um.” T6i hing giong. “Chuyén sang
hém qua ay.” “Vang?” Anh ta ghé sét t6i, lam bd cham chi. Anh ta khong
dinh nwong nhe t6i chiat nao, phai khong? “T6i khong biét dich xac thi anh...”
toi c6 bat dau lai. “Tat nhién la t6i dang goi dién cho em géi khi anh di vao
phong. Va nhitng gi anh nghe dwogc thi hoan toan ¢ ngoai vin canh. Y t6i 13,
chac anh cling da quén mat t6i néi nhitng gi. Nhung néu nhd may anh chua
quén, thi to6i khéng mudn anh... hiéu nham cai gi ca.”

Anh ta khong dé y téi toi nita. Anh ta da 16i tap gidy ra, dang hi hody viét
trén d6. That bat lich sy. Nhung it ra thé cling c6 nghia la t6i thoat nan r6i.
To6i chia chai nwéc cho Noah, n6 lo dang uong, dau 6c con dé ca vao cai mii
gidy. Roi t6i ngang 1én khi Lorcan dap vao vai. Anh ta dua t6i tap gidy, trén
do viét day chix.

“T6i tin la tri nhd ngdn tir cua t6i rat tot,” anh ta 1& do néi. “Nhwng néu c6
gi 1am lan thi xin chi chi bao cho.”

Trong lic doc, t6i thdy miéng minh ha hoc vi bat Iuc:

Nho lam. That ddy, nhé ti a. Ca dém that la kho sé. Chi c& phai gia vo vui,
ma t* dau dén cubi... Khong. Tém lam. Ma sau day cling khong kha hon. Chi
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nghi dén da buon non roéi. Ma thue té 1a chi c6 thé non day. Roi thi Lorcan sé
khong bao gio them yéu chi dau, va roi ching minh sé khong bao gio t6 chirc
cuwdi chung cudi ngua lun cung mau ca.

“Thé ndy,” cudi cling t6i cling thét ra duge, mat da tim lim. “Y tdi khong
phai la... thé.”

“Khuc nao?” Anh ta nhuéng may.

D6 khon. Anh ta thady budn cuwoi lam a?

“Anh cling biét rd nhuw t6i,” t6i mé& dau, giong bang gia, “la nhitng chit do6
da bi tach khoi van canh. P4y khong phai 1a néi vé...” T6i bo lttng khi chot
nhan ra & mot goc cang lic cang to tiéng. DAy la cho ban lam thu tuc. Hai
tiép vién dang cy cai véi mot nguwdi mac 4o so mi lanh va quan ka ki, dang c6
ép cai va li lot vao khung do hanh ly xach tay. Khi nguwdi do 16n tiéng gian div
dap lai, t6i nhan ra giong ay rat quen.

Anh ta quay lai, t6i c6 nén khoi hét 1én vi kinh ngac. Pung thé: chinh la
Richard!

“Thua quy khach, toi e la va li nay qua 16n khong mang 1én may bay
dwgc.” Mot nhan vién hang hang khong dang thuyét phuc cau ta. “Ma bay gio
thi qua gio cho phép gti do roi. Co 1é quy khach co thé dgi 1én chuyén sau
duwgc khong?” “Chuyén sau?” Giong Richard bung no nhu tiéng thét tr miéng
con thi dang bi hanh ha. “Lam quéi gi c6 chuyén sau tGi cai noi khi ho co
gay nay! Moi ngay mot chuyén! Dich vu kiéu gi vay?” “Thua quy khach...”
“T6i can 1én chuyén nay.” “Nhung thwa quy khach...” T6i hét sitc kinh ngac
thdy Richard du ngwoi 1én ti vao mat ban cao, ngang mat véi ba nhan vién
hang bay.

“C0 gai toi yéu da troi doi minh véi mot nguwoi dan ong khac,” cau ta cang
thang noi. “T6i da qua cham tré, va t6i sé khong bao gio tha thit cho minh vi
diéu d6. Nhung cho du khong lam dwoc diéu gi khac nita, thi t6i cling c6 thé
t6 cho c6 dy biét tdm long minh. Vi t6i chwa bao gid néi vGi c6 dy cd. Chua
bao gio noi thye 1ong. T6i con khong biét tredc kia minh c6 biét hay khong.”

T6i ha mom, kinh ngac v6 ké. Pay la Richard that u? Tho 16 tinh yéu gitta
chon dong ngwdi? Gia ma Lottie dwgc thdy canh nay! N6 sé mat tron mat det
cho ma xem! Con ba nhan vién hang bay, nguwoc lai, trong tuyét doi khong
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xtic dong mot ly leo. Ba ta nhudm téc den, bui thanh mot cuc khac kho, mat
bén bét vGi d6i mat nho ti hep hoi.

“Cho du la thé, thwa quy khach,” ba ta ndi, “va li caa quy khach ciing
khong mang 1én may bay dwgc. Quy khach cé thé vui long roi khoi ban dugc
khong?”

Con me dién. T6i da thay ca ta ngudi xach hanh ly c& d6 1én may bay roi.
To6i biét minh nén tién lai, cho Richard biét minh & day, nhung trong bung lai
muon xem thir c6 thuyén gi xdy ra tiép. “Pugc thoi. Vay téi khong mang tui
1én nita.” Tritng mat nhin ba kia, Richard nhdy lai xuéng san, bat tung khéa
va li. Cau ta vo ldy hai cai 4o phong, tii do vé sinh, mot do6i tat va vai cai
quan dui, roi da va li sang mot bén.

“Pay. Day la hanh 1y xach tay cta t6i.” Cau ta ve vay vao mat ba kia. “Thé
da dugc chwa?” Ba nhan vién hang bay vo cam nhin cau ta. “Thwa quy khach,
quy khach khong thé dé va li lai d6 duge.” “Dwgc.” Cau ta lai khéa né lai,
quang lén trén nap mot thung rac. “Pay.” “Quy khach cling khong dé do
duwgc, thva quy khach. Pay la van dé an ninh. Ching t6i khong biét & trong
va li c6 gi.”

“Ba biét ma.” “Chung t6i khong biét.”

“Ba vtra thay t6i md ra xong.” “Ké ca la thé, thwa quy khach.” Ca phong
da quay lai nhin cudc dau khau. Richard thi dang th& phi pho. Déi vai rong
dang banh Ién. Lan nita t6i lai nghi dén con bo mdng sap xong t6i. “Cau
Richard!” Noah bat chgt nhan ra. “Cau ciing di nghi véi nha chau a?” Toan
than Richard gidt ndy vi kinh ngac khi nhan ra Noah truéc, réi dén toi.
“Fliss?” Cau ta danh roi mot cai quan dui xuong san lién cdi xuéng nhat 1én,
trong da bdét phan bo mong. “Chi lam gi ma ¢ day?” “Chao Richard,” t6i co
lay giong binh than. “Chung t6i dén choi véi Lottie. Cau... 0...” Toi dang hai
tay to6 ¥ hoi. “Y tdi 13, chinh xac thi...” Hién nhién t6i biét dai khéi y dinh caa
cau ta, cling nhu tat cd moi nguwoi dang ditng quanh day, nhung t6i to mo vé
chi tiét. Cau ta c6 ké hoach gi khéng? “T6i khong thé ngoi yén dugce,” cau ta
lau bau. “Khong thé ct thé mat c6 ay va roi bo di, tham chi con khong cho c6
ay biét minh...” Cau ta ngirng 16i, cdm xuc chuyén van trén mat. “Lé ra toi
phai cau hon ngay khi c6 co hdi,” dot nhién cau ta thém. “Phdi tran trong
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nhitng gi minh c6! Lé ra toi phdi cau hon!” Tiéng kéu thong kho cua ciu ta
vong khap khong gian lang phac. Ca phong dang choang ngop, va néi thuc
tinh thi t6i cling kha s6c. Toi chwa hé chitng kién Richard biéu 16 xtic cam
manh mé dén thé nay bao gio. Lottie da thdy chua?

Udc gi toi da ghi am toan bd vu nay vao BlackBerry. “Thwa quy khach,
xin quy khach vui long bo va li khéi thung rac.” Ba nhan vién hang bay lai
néi vdi Richard. “Nhu toi da néi, day la mot méi nguy an ninh.” “Gio day
khong phai va li cua toi nita,” cau ta trd miéng, di di* may cai quan dui vé
phia ba ta. “Day méi la hanh ly xach tay cua t6i.” Cam ba kia nghiém lai.
“Quy khach c6 mu6n t6i cho goi bd phan an ninh tGi tiéu hay va li cia quy
khach, khién chuyén bay bi hodn lai sdu tiéng khong?” T6i khong phai la
ngwoi duy nhat thd hat ra kinh hoang. Khap xung quanh, tiéng ri ram khong
dong tinh 1é do da dang l1én thanh nhitng phan nan kho chiu. T6i c6 cam giac
Richard hién khong con may nguwdi ham mo & day nita. Ma thuc t€, toi cam
thdy nhitng tiéng huyt gié phan doi c6 thé bat dau bat c Itc nao.

“Cau Richard, cau ctling di nghi v&i nha chau a?” Noah thi dang swéng
phat dién. “Minh choi vat dugce khong? Chau ngoi véi cau khi 1én may bay
nhé?” N6 6m cham lay chan Richard.

“C6 vé la kho roi, nhéc a.” Richard mim cwoi au sau vdi né. “Trir khi chau
thuyét phuc dugc ba day.”

“Pay la cau caa bé a?” Co ban Cheryl ciia Noah & ban bén canh chgt nhay
1én, tuy ti* ndy dén gig van quan sat sy viéc bang con mat o ho. “Ngwoi ma
bé ké lic ndy 4?”

“Pay la cau Richard,” Noah gat dau hén hé.

Lé ra minh khéng bao gio dugc dé né nhiém thoi quen goi Richard la
cdu”, toi ty nhi. Chuyén bat dau tir mot dip Giang sinh, khi ay ching toi da
nghi thé that dé thwong. Chit khong nghi réi hai dita chia tay. Ching toi
twong Richard da 1a mot thanh vién trong gia dinh. Ch chang bao gid ngo
duoc...

Thinh linh t6i nhan ra Cheryl gan nhu da tang xong.

“Margot!” cudi cung co ta cling thot 1én dugc gitta nhip thé. “Chi phai cho
anh nay l1én may bay di! Anh dy da ctitu mang chau minh ddy. Anh dy la mot
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nguoi tuyét voi!”

“GI1?” Margot cau may.

“Ha?” Richard hda mém nhin Cheryl. “Khong phai khiém tén dau! Chau
anh da ké hét vdi toi roi!” Cheryl n6i giong run ray. “Margot, chi khong hinh
dung dugc dau. Ca gia dinh nay. Ho da trai qua bao nhiéu chuyén.” Co ta
bwdc ra tir sau ban. “Thwa anh, dé t6i quét thé 1én may bay cta anh.” T6i cé
thé thdy tam tri Richard dang quay ngd ngang. Cau ta nghi hoac nhin Noah,
roi nhin t6i. T6i nhan mat dau kho, c6 truyén tai thong diép cho cau ta, Théi
thi c hua theo. “ Ca chi nita.” Cheryl sut sui quay sang t6i. “ Chdc hdn
chuyén chdu bé trdi qua khién chi phdi bop ruét bép gan.”

“Chung t6i chi don nhan tirng ngay thoi,” t6i thé thé mo ho. Cau tra 16i
cda toi c6 vé da dua cho co ta hai long, co ta di sang cho khac. Richard van
con tum chdt m@ quan dui, coi bd khéng hiéu gi hét. T6i tham chi con khong
co y dinh tim cach giai thich cho cau ta. “Thé 1a, ¢, cAu mudn ngo6i dau do
khong?” t6i ggi y. “Dé€ toi di kiém ca phé hay gi d6?” “Chi dén cho Lottie
lam gi?” cdu ta héi, khong nhic nhich. “C6 chuyén gi a?” T6i khong biét nén
dap lai ra sao nita. Mot mat, td6i khong muon gieo hy vong hao. Mat khac, c6
thé t6i nén am chi la trong vuon dia dang khong phdi céi gi cling nhw y
chang? “Hai ngwoi do sap lap lai 1o thé, phai khong?” Lorcan néi dang sau
to bao. “Ai day?” Richard lap tic to ra nghi ky. “Anh la ai?”

“0,” t6i ling ting no6i. “Um, Richard, day 1a Lorcan. Phii ré ctia Ben. Ban
than nhat. Hay la cai gi d6. Anh ay cling dang bay t&i do.” Ngay lap tic,
Richard lai tha thé bo mong nhw trede. “T6i hiéu,” cau ta gat dau. “T6i hiéu
r6i.” Toi khong nghi 1a cau ta hiéu roi, nhuwng trong ciu ta cang thang dén
mc toi khéng dam ngat 10i. Theo ban nang cau ta da chuyén qua doéi dau véi
Lorcan, tay nam thanh dam.

“Con anh 1a?” Lorcan lé do dap.

“Toi la thang ngoc da dé c6 ay ra di!” Richard chgt s6i noi hung hon han
1én. “T6i khong nhin thiy vién canh c6 ay mong wéc cho ca hai. Toi c& ngd
cb dy | a ngudi, téi khéng biét nita, dau 6c dé cung trang. Nhung bay gio toi
cling biét ngam vé dep cung trang r6i. T6i da thay vién canh dy. Va t6i mudn
cO minh trong do.”
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Tat ca phai yéu gan ddy déu dang mé man lang nghe bai dién van cta cau
ta. Cau ta hoc & dau cai diéu noi ay? Lottie sé chét mé cai doan vé cung trang
cho ma xem. Toi da loay hoay vdi cai BlackBerry nady gio, tim cach 1én ghi
am, nhung cham qua.

“Chi dang lam gi day?”

“Khong c6 gi!” Toi voi bé dién thoai xuong.

“Qi troi oi. C6 thé day diing 1a y twéng t6i.” Richard nhw chot choang tinh,
nhan ra minh dang ditng gitra sdnh san bay tay cam do 16t tredc mot hoi dong
hanh khach dang lang nghe. “Cé 1é t6i nén di vé thi hon.” “Dtng!” t6i voi
néi. “bung vé!” Gia ma Lottie duge thay Richard lic nay. Gia ma né biét
tinh cam thuc cua cau ta. N6 sé tinh lai, to6i biét ma. “T6i dang lira ai day
chi#?” Cau ta sum vai do ndo. “Mudn qua roi. Ho da lay nhau.”

“Chua dau!” t6i bat ra trede khi kip ngan minh lai.

“Gi c0?” Ca Richard va Lorcan déu dang trd mat nhin t6i. T6i thdy vai
khuon mat to mo khac cting ghé lai nghe 1om.

“Y toi 1a ho van chwa, cc anh hiéu khong, chwa dong phong,” tdi ¢6 ha
giong that nhé. “Vay nghia la vé ly thuyét, ho van c6 thé huy hon theo co sé
phap ly. Coi nhu cuéc hon nhan chwa hé cé.”

“That w?” T6i thdy thoang hy vong hién 1én trén mat Richard.

“Vi sao ho van chuwa dong phong?” Lorcan héi vé khong tin. “Va lam thé
nao ma chi biét dwoc?”

“NO la em gai t6i. Chung t6i n6éi v&i nhau moi thit. Con vi sao thi...” To6i
hang giong ndn na. “Chang qua la do khong gap may thoi. Khach san 13y
nham giwvong. Ben udng say. Pai loai thé.”

“Qua nhiéu thong tin,” Lorcan ndi, va bat dau mé cap tap cat bao.

Richard khéng néi gi. Tran cdu ta han mdy ranh nhan va c6 vé cau ta dang
O tiéu hda toan bd cau chuyén nay. Cudi cung cau ta cling ngoi phich xudng
ghé canh t6i va dién dai vo mdy cai quan dui thanh nam. T6i nhin ciu ta, van
con chwa tin n6i la ciu ta lai & day.

“Richard,” cu6i cung t6i ndi, “cau c6 biét thanh ngl* ‘qua it ma qua muodn’
khong? O, cau thi lai thanh ‘qua nhiéu ma qua mudn’. Bay nita vong trai dat.
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Chay ao t6i san bay. La 16i yéu dwong am 1. Sao nhitng chuyén nay cau
khong lam tw tredc?”

Richard khong tra 16i ma chi u &m nhin t6i. “Chi nghi 1a qua mudn ro6i a?”
Pay la cau héi t6i khong muodn tra 10i. “Chi 1a cach néi thoi,” nguwng mot gidy
toi dap. “Pi nao.” T6i vo vai cdu ta tran an. “Dén lugt ta 1én may bay roi
ddy.” Bay dwgc chirng nita tiéng, Richard di 1én dau may bay, ché Noah va
toi dang ngoi & day ba ghé hang thanh vién. T6i bé Noah 1én long, Richard
lach vao ngoi canh.

“Chi noi tén Ben nay cao do bao nhiéu?” cau ta hoi dop ma khong mao
dau. “Khoéng biét. Toi con chwa gdp anh ta.” “Nhung chi phdi thdy anh roi
chit. C& khoang... dén mét bay khong? Mét bay lam?” “T6i khong biét.”

“Ctt cho la bay lam di. Chac chan thap hon t6i,” Richard noi thém, c6 vé
hai long tam t6i. “Cai do cling khong c6 gi bat ngo,” td6i nhan xét. Richard
phadi cao dén mét chin. “Chang bao gio nghi Lottie lai di ldy thang lun.” T6i
khong biét dap lai thé nao, nén chi ddo tron mat va ti€p tuc doc tap chi may
bay. “T0i da tra tim th r6i.” Richard vo nat cai tii non gidy gitta may ngon
tay. “Han ta la dai triéu pha gi d6. Chu nha may gidy.”

“Um. T6i biét.” “Tdi thit tim xem hin ta c6 mdy bay riéng khong. Khong
thay noi. Chac la c6.” “Richard, thoi dirng hanh ha minh nita.” Cu6i cung t6i
cling quay sang cau ta. “Pay khong phai chuyén may bay riéng. Hay chiéu
cao. So sanh cau vdi anh ta khong dé lam gi dau.” Richard im lang nhin toi
may gidy. Va roi, ci nhw t6i chwa hé néi gi, cau ta bao, “Chi thay nha cta han
ta chwa? Cho quay Highton Hall dy. Han ta la dai triéu phua va séng trong lau
dai.” Cau ta chau may. “Tén khon.” “Richard...” “Nhung han ta 1a thang coi
thoi, chi nghi vay khong?” Gid cau ta da xé cai tdi thanh tirng dai. “Chang
bao gio nghi Lottie lai di 14y thang coi nhw thé.” “Richard, dirng di!” toi sot
rudt kéu lén. Néu cau ta ct nhu thé nay sudt chuyén bay thi toi sé dién mat.
“Co phai day la vi khach ddc biét cua chung ta khong?” mot giong ngot nhw
keo ngat 10i, ching t6i nhin 1én thay mdt c6 tiép vién tét téc kiéu Phéap, dang
cti nhin, miéng cwoi toe toét. Co ta Om trong tay nao gau bong, nao vi lén
mady bay, mdy cay keo muit, lai thém mot hop so ¢o la Ferrero Rocher to bu.
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“Cheryl da ké hét vé chau roi,” c6 ta vui twoi néi vi Noah. “C6 c6 mang qua
cho riéng chau day.”

“Thich qua! Cam on c6!” Noah vo 1ay 1i qua truede khi toi kip ngan lai va
thot 1én, “Me, nhin nay! Mot hop Ferrero Rocher rat to! Hoa ra con c6 kiéu
nay.”

“Cam on c06,” toi lang ting néi. “That la khong can phai thé.”

“Chi 1a mot chuyén rat nhé thoi!” co tiép vién cam doan. “Con day la ong
cau nodi danh phai khéng?” Co ta chdp mat cudi duyén vdi Richard, cau ta
nhin lai cau may khong hiéu. “Cau chau biét ba tht tiéng ddy,” Noah hanh
dién ndi. “Cau Richard, noi tiéng Nhat di!” “Phau thuat gia va con la chuyén
gia ngon nglt nita?” C6 nang ti€p vién tron xoe mat. T6i bam ngén tay vao
tay Richard truwéc khi cdu ta kip phan doi. T6i khong mudn lam Noah xau ho
gitta dam dong. “Pung thé!” t6i chen vao. “Anh dy tai nang lam. Cam on co
rat nhiéu.” T6i mim cwdi nhin cham cham c6 tiép vién cho dén khi co6 ta di
mat, sau khi xoa dau Noah lan cuéi. di.

“Fliss, chuyén khi gi thé nay?” Richard khé bung n6é ngay sau khi c6 ta roi

“Cho con mot cai thé tin dung nhét vao vi nhé?” Noah vira sam soi cai vi
vita hoi. “Cho con mot cai AmEx nhé? Cho con diém nhé?” Oi trdi di. N6
biét dén diém AmEx ti khi 1én bay w? Thé nay that qua sitc xau ho. Ciing gan
gan nhu hoi ching t6i nhan phong khach san & Rome, va t6i chi vita mégi tim
dugc tién 1é dé boa thi Noah da kip doi déi phong khac. T6i 1ay iPod dwa
Noah, n6 ru 1én sung swéng roi nhét luon tai nghe vao tai. T6i nghiéng nguoi
qua Richard ha giong bao. “Noah ké chuyén twdng twgng gi do6 cho nhan vién
san bay.” T6i can moi, chgt thay nhe ngudi vi dugc chia sé lo lang ctia minh.
“Richard oi, né bién thanh mot dita séng trong twdng twong hoan toan roi. O
treong no6 cling thé. N6 bdo véi mot o gido 1a né moé ghép tim, ré6i bado mot
c6 khac la c6 em gai so sinh dé thué.” “Ha?” Mat Richard ng¢ ra. “Toi biét.”

»

a.

“Nhung n6 1ay dau ra nhitng y nghi ay chi¥? Em gai so sinh dé thué nita,
troi
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“Tw DVD ho phat trong 16p phu dao,” t6i kho khan dap.

“A.” Richard xt 1y théng tin ndy. “Vay con hdi ndy duwoc ké chuyén gi?”
Cau ta chi vé phia c6 tiép vién. “Chiju. Chi biét trong d6 cau dong vai chinh,
lam bac si phau thuat.” T6i v6i cau ta nhin nhau, va bat giac ca hai phi cuoi.
“Chang buon cudi ti nao.” Richard lac dau, can méi. “Rat kinh khung.” “Toi
nghiép cau nhdc.” Richard vo dau Noah, va thang bé nhin 1én giita con thoi
mién iPod, miéng mim cuwdi thién than.

“Ho c6 nghi n6 lam thé la vi vu ly di khéng?”

Nu cwoi sét trén mat toi tan bién. “Han la thé,” toi dap tinh. “Hoac, cau
hiéu day, vi con mu me coi céng viéc la trén hét.”

Richard chép mat. “Xin 16i.” Cau ta ngung lai. “Ma con chuyén doé thi thé
nao? Chi da ky xong thoa thuan chwa?”

T6i m& miéng dinh tra 16i thanh thyc - nhung réi lai tw ngan minh lai. Toi
da lam Richard ngap dai bao nhiéu lan trong bita t6i vé dé tai Daniel roi. Toi
con nhan ra ciu ta dang gong minh doi don bai ca than. Sao truéc day toi
chwa bao gio nhan thdy nguwdi khac gong minh thé nay?

“0, ciling tam.” T6i chuyén qua nu cuoi dwong mat mdi cé. “On 1lam! Ta
dirng noi chuyén do nira.”

“0.” Richard c6 vé bat ngd. “Tuyét! Ma vay thi... c6 anh ndo mdi xép
hang khong?” Giong cau ta bong nhién hinh nhw tang am gap doi, lam to6i
ram ngudi. Trwdc... khi kip kim lai t6i da li€c sang Lorcan, dang ng6i canh
ctra s6 bén kia, chim dam trong cai laptop va on trdi, hinh nhw khéng nghe
thay. “Khong,” t6i ndi. “Khong c6 gi. Khong ai hét.” T6i dang van hét sitc bat
minh khéng dwgc nhin ra phia Lorcan, tham chi khéng duwgc nghi dén anh ta.
Nhung viéc d6 chang khac nao bat minh khéng duwgc nghi dén con voi gilta
phong. Trwéc khi t6i kip ngan minh lai thi mat t6i da lai danh vé phia anh ta.
Lan nay, Richard dwa mat nhin theo. “Ha?” Cau ta strng sot nhin téi. “Han ta
ay a?” “Suyt.”

“Han ta?”

“Khong! U thi... ding.” Tdi hét sitc béi réi. “Mot 1an théi.” “Hin ta.”
Richard c6 vé gian dién l1én ro6i. “Nhung han ta ¢ phe ké thu!” “Khong c6 phe
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nao hét.” Richard dang nhin Lorcan, mat nheo lai ngd vic. Sau mét giay,
Lorcan ngang 1én. Anh ta c6 vé giat minh thdy cd hai ching t6i déu dang
nhin. Ca ngudi toi néng ruc, toi ngodnh phat di. “Thoi ngay!” toi rit. “Dung
nhin anh ta!” “Chi cling dang nhin han ta,” Richard nhan xét. “Day la vi cau
nhin!” “Fliss, chi cau r6i.” “T6i khong cau,” t6i vénh madt néi. “Toi chi dang
c6 lam ngwoi 16n trong mot tinh hudng gitta ngwoi 16n véi nhau... Cau lai
nhin anh ta r6i!” T6i choc vao tay cau ta. “Thoi ngay!”

“Thé chinh x4ac thi anh ta la ai?” “Ban lau nam cda Ben. Luat sw. Lam &
cong ty d6.” To6i nhun vai. “Vay thi... hai ngwoi thanh cap roi a?” “Khong.
Khoéng c6 cap gi hét. Ching t6i chi dinh phai nhau mét lan va ré6i...” “Roi
gd.” “Chinh thé.” “Anh ta trong c6 vé la nguwdi hai hwdc vui tinh nhi,”
Richard no6i, van dang soi xét Lorcan. “La t6i n6i mia ddy,” mot lat sau cau ta
thém. “U’.” Tbi gat. “Hiéu ma.” Lorcan lai nhin 1én va nhuéng may. Mot phiit
sau anh ta da thao day an toan, di lai ch6 ching t6i ngoi. “Tuyét that,” t6i 1am
bam. “Cam on cdu thé chit. Chao anh.” T6i mim cwoi twoi réi nhin Lorcan.
“Bay thodi mai chi?”

“Dé chiu lam. T6i can néi chuyén véi chi.” D6i mat den rat kho giai ma
dwa sang nhin t0i, va tim toi rung lén e ngai. “Dugc. OK. Nhung c6 1€ khong
phai ¢ day...”

“V&i ca hai,” anh ta n6i at di, dwa mat nhin cé Richard. “T6i dang bay t6i
TIkonos v@i ly do khan. Mt céng viéc quan trong can ban bac véi Ben. Toi
can anh ay tap trung. Vay nén néu hai nguwoi cé y dinh chti mang anh dy, hay
dap anh &y mot mé, hay cwdp c6 vo méi cwdi khoi tay anh ay, hay bat ky cai
gi, thi t6i c6 yéu cau nay. Lam on dé danh tdi khi chung t6i da gap xong. Lic
do thi tuy hai nguoi.”

Ngay lap tic t6i lai thdy cam tirc trao 1én. “Anh chi dinh néi thé thoi ha?”
toi dau moi. “Phai.” “Anh chi quan tdm dén moi chuyén cong viéc thoi. Chi
khong phai chuyén anh chinh la ké gay ra vu cw6i xin nay?” “Toi khong gay
ra vu do,” anh ta trd miéng. “Va tat nhién cong viéc la wu tién cta t6i.” ““Tat
nhién’?” t6i 1ap lai. “Cong viéc quan trong hon hon nhan? Quan diém hay ho
gém.” “Ngay ltic nay thi ding thé. Va dé ciing can 13 wu tién ctia Ben.” “A,
dirng c6 lo.” T6i ddao mat. “Chung t6i khong dinh dap Ben dau.” “To6i c6 thé
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sé dap day.” Richard giang qua dam vao long ban tay. “Co thé t6i sé lam ding
thé day.” Ba cu ng6i canh t6i c6 vé kinh sg@. “Xin 16i,” ba ta v6i vang ndi voi
Lorcan. “Anh c6 mudn doi cho dé néi chuyén véi ban bé khong?” “Khong,
cam on,” t6i vifa m@ miéng, ding lic Lorcan ndi, “Cam on ba rat nhiéu.”
Tuyét thé co chit. M6t phit sau Lorcan da cai day an toan ngay canh t6i, con
toi thi mot muc nhin thang dang tredc. Chi can cdm thay anh ta ng6i sat nhuw
thé da lam da t6i nhot nhat 1én r6i. T6i ngri thdy ca mui nwdc hoa cao rau.
Trong dau toi dang no 16p dop theo kiéu Proust nhitng hinh dnh vé dém hém
d6, ma nhw thé rat khong tién ti nao.

“Thé,” t6i n6i sang. Chi mot am thoi, nhwng to6i nghi nhw thé l1a da dién
dat: Anh dd sai vé tdt tat moi chuyén, tir ké co 10i gay ra vu cudi xin nay, cho
dén chuyén y t6i mubn ndi gi sdng hom do, cho dén quan diém wu tién ctia
anh noi chung.

“Thé,” anh ta gat dau cut ltn. T6i c6 cdm giac anh ta cling mu6n néi y nh
w thé.

“Thé.” Téi mé to bao ra. Kién quyét phét 10 anh ta trong sudt chuyén bay.

Co6 diéu toi khong thé kim minh thinh thoang lai li€c vao may tinh ctia anh
ta, nhin nhitng dong chit khién t6i chd y. Richard va Noah dang cung nghe
iPod, trong lic Noah tdn céng 1l keo mit. Chang c6 ai khac ma néi chuyén,
du anh ta qua la mot tén kiéu cang ngao man ¢ phe bén kia.

“Vay la c6 chuyén gi thé?” cubi cung toi cling néi, va nhin vai té vé thuc
s khong quan tam lam.

“Chung t0i dang siét lai t6 chitc cong ty,” ngung mot lat Lorcan dap. “Mé
rong mot mang san pham, dau tw thém cho mot mang khac, xéa han mot
mang thit ba. Bao nhiéu viéc can lam. Cong nghiép gidy bay gio...”

“Pung la ac mong,” t6i dong tinh trwdc khi kip ngan minh lai. “Gia giay
cling anh huéng dén ching t6i.”

“Pung r6i. Tap chi cta chi.” Anh ta gat dau. “Vay thi chi biét r6i day.”

Hai ching t0i da lai tim dugc tiéng no6i chung. T6i khong biét thé c6 phai
la sai 1am hay khong, nhung khong hiéu sao khong dirng dwgc. That nhe 1ong
khi c6 ngudi n6i chuyén ma khong phai sép, khong phai thudc cap, khong
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phai con trai hay chong cii hay c6 em gai dé khung. Anh ta khong can gi twr
t0i ca. Khac & cho ay. Anh ta chi ng6i d6 diém dam, nhw chang thém ban tam.
“Toi c6 doc trén mang la anh phat trién dong Papermaker,” t6i n6i. “Chinh la
anh day a?” “Con tinh than ctia t6i.” Anh ta nhtn vai. “Con thiét ké 1a nhitng
nguoi tai nang hon.” “T6i thich Papermaker,” t6i chiu nhun. “Gidy bia dep.
Rat dat.” “Nhwng chi van mua ddy th6i.” Anh ta nd nu cudi rat khé. “Lic nay
th6i,” t6i doi dap. “Cho khi nao tim dwgc hang t6t hon.” “Pau nhi.” Anh ta
nhan mat, t6i liéc nhin. C6 1€ néi thé 1a hoi s6. “Cac anh thuce tinh dang gap
kho6 khan a?” Ngay khi vira hoéi t6i da thay diéu dé nghe that ngdc nghéch.
Thoi budi nay ai cha gip khé khan. “Y t6i 1a khé khin thuc sy ay?”

“Chung t6i dang & ngad ba duong.” Anh thd hat. “Mat thoi diém kha lao
dao. Cha Ben mat qua dot ngot, tir do dén nay ching t6i cit loay hoay chi dé
khoi bi chim. Chung t6i c6 vai quyét dinh diing cdm can dwa ra.” Anh ta ngan
nglr. “Vai quyét dinh diing cam va ding dan.”

“A.” Tb6i suy nghi. “Y anh 1a Ben can dwa ra vai quyét dinh diing cam
ding dan ha?”

“Chi hiéu nhanh day.”

“Va kha nang la bao nhiéu? Anh néi dugc, t6i khong tiét 16 cho ai dau.”
To6i ngirng lai, tw hoi cé can té nhi khong. “Cac anh sap pha san a?”

“Khong.” Anh ta phan tng dit tgn dén mitc t6i biét da danh trung cho yéu.
“Chung t6i sé khong pha san. Ching t6i lam an c6 13i. Chuing t6i c6 thé con
sinh 13i nhiéu hon. Chung t6i c6 thwong hiéu, c6 nguoén luc, cé doi ngli nhan
vién rat trung thanh...” Nghe giong anh ta nhw thé dang c6 thuyét phuc mét
ngwoi nghe vo hinh. “Nhuwng kho6 1am. Ching t6i da chan dugc mot dé nghi
mua cong ty nam ngoai.”

“Khong phai ddy sé la gidi phap a?”

“Cha Ben sé mat ngt dwdi ndm mo mat,” Lorcan dap gon. “Nguoi do la
Yuri Zhernakov.”

T6i nhwdng may. “Cha.” Yuri Zhernakov la mot trong s6 nhitng nguoi lién
tuc c6 téen trén mat bao dinh kem nhitng ch¥ nhw “ti phu” va “dai gia chinh

3

tri”.
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Ldo ta nhin thdy céi nha trén ti vi va vg ldo ta mé tit,” Lorcan néi kho
khan.

“Ho muon dén d6 song vai tudn moi nam.”

“O, nhu thé c6 thé cling hay chit, phai khong?” t6i néi. “Ban di trong liic
con c6 dé nghi tién mat?”

Im ldng mot héi. Lorcan dang quac mat nhin man hinh chg trén laptop, t6i
nhan ra do6 ciling chinh la mau Papermaker ma t6i van dung. “C6 thé Ben sé
ban,” cudi cung anh ta no6i. “Nhung cho ai ciing dwgc trtv Zhernakov.”
“Zhernakov thi c6 van dé gi?” t6i hoi xé va cwoi 16n. “Anh ky thi a?”
“Khong, toi khong ky thi!” Ben dit tgn dap lai. “Nhung toi lo cho cong ty.
Nguoi nhe Zhernakov, ldo ta chang dé tam gi dén cai cong ty gidy xoang xinh
nao ddy lam hong quang canh dau. Lao ta sé dong cira nira cong ty, bé nira
con lai di cho khac, pha hét doi song trén d6. Néu Ben c6 & day bao gio thi sé
nhan ra...” Anh ta im bat, thd dai. “Hon nita, dé nghi cting khéng 6n.”

“Thé Ben nghi gi?”

“Ben a...” Lorcan tu m6t ngum nuwédc khoang. “Tiéc la Ben lai kha 16 ngé.
Anh ay khong c6 su thinh nhay trong kinh doanh nhw cha minh, nhung lai
twong la minh c6. Nhu thé rat nguy hiém.”

»

To6i li€c xubng cap tap. “Vay la anh mudén bay ra d6 thuyét phuc Ben ky
hét hgp dong tai co cau cong ty, trede khi anh ta kip d6i y.” Lorcan im lang
mot 1at, go nhe may ngoén tay. “T6i muon anh dy bat dau biét trach nhiém v&i
di sén cua minh,” cudi cung anh ta noi. “Anh dy khéng biét minh may man
dén mitc nao.”

T6i nhap vai ngum sam banh. Mgt phan chuyén d6 véi t6i rat dé hiéu,
phan khac thi khong.

“Sao anh phdai quan tam dén mic ay?” cudi cung toi héi. “Co phai cong ty
cua anh dau.”

Lorcan chép mat, va t6i cam thay minh lai cham dén cho6 yéu ro6i, du anh
ta hét sttc c6 giau. “Cha Ben la m6t ngwoi dang ngwdng mo,” cudi cung anh
ta noi. “T6i chi muén moi sy thanh cong, ding nhw 6ng van mudn. Ma hoan
toan c6 thé,” dot nhién anh hang hai. “Ben rét sang tao. Rat thong minh. Anh
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ay co6 thé thanh nha lanh dao tai ba, nhwng anh ay can thoi la ca choi boi va
bdt xuc pham nguoi khac.”

To6i rat them duwge hoi chinh xac thi Ben xtc pham nguwoi khac nhu thé
nao, nhung thay kh6é ma thoc mach dén vay dugc. “Ngay xwa ¢ London anh
lam luat sw, phai khéng?” Dau t6i bat dau nghi sang hwéng khac. “Freshfields
van dang san tim t6i.” Mat Lorcan thoang vé hai hwéc. “T6i dang trong thoi
ky nghi xa hai trwede khi chuyén ché lam thi 1én d6 song véi cha Ben. Téi nay
da bon nam roi. Thinh thodng cac cong ty nhan su van goi cho t6i, nhung toi
thé nay dugc réi.” “Anh c6 lam cac vu hiy hon khong?” Loi noéi budt khoi
miéng tredc khi toi kip ngan lai. “Huy hon a?” Long may Lorcan treo tit 1én
dinh dau. “T6i hiéu r6i.” Khi anh ta nhin sang t6i, vé mat anh ta trong ky khoi
dén noi t6i mudn pha lén cuwdi. “Pau 6c chi rat gido hoat, chi Graveney a.”
“Pau oc toi rat thue té,” toi chita lai. “Vay diang 1a ho chwa...” Lorcan ty ngat
10i. “Nay. Co6 chuyén gi dang kia thé?” T6i nhin theo anh ta, thay ba cu vira
ngoi canh t6i lic ndy dang bép chat nguwc thd hon hén. Mot cau thiéu nién
dang nhin quanh tuyét vong va kéu to, “C6 bac si khong? O day c6 béc si
khong?”

“Toi la bac si da khoa.” Mot 6ng toc bac mac ao khoac lanh v6i va chay
dén. “Ba dy la ba chau a?”

“Khong! Chau chwa gap ba ay bao gio!” Cau thiéu nién nghe that kinh hon
via, va t6i thay cling khong la. Trong ba cu rat khong on. Tat ca déu dang
nhin 6ng bac si ri ram néi chuyén véi ba gia va dwa tay bat mach, thi thinh
linh c6 tiép vién tét toc hién ra.

“Thwa quy khach,” c6 ta néi nhw hut hoi véi ching t6i. “Quy khach c6 thé
lam on giup chung t6i dugc khong?”

Gitp? Giup céi gi... T6i nhan ra sy thyc cung Iic véi Richard. Ho van
twong cau ta la bac si.

Chét me. Cau ta hoang hét nhin t6i va toi khd s& nhin lai. “O day c6
chuyén gia roi!” c6 tiép vién dang noi vGi ong mac ao khoac lanh, mat déo lia
phan khai. “Moi ngudi dirng lo! Trong s6 hanh khach c6 mot phau thuat gia
rat gidu kinh nghiém & phé Great Ormond! Ong 4y sé& phu trach!” Mét
Richard dang 16i ra hoadng sg. “Khdéng dwogc!” cau ta thot 1én. “Khong. That
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ddy. T6i... khong...” “Tién 1én, cau Richard!” Noah mat miii sang ngoi. “Chita
cho ba ay di!” Trong lic d6 6ng bac si kia c6 vé phat y. “Day chi la mot ca
dau that ngwe binh thuwdong thoi,” 6ng ta cau kinh noéi roi ditng day. “Tui thudc
cta toi cling mang theo day, néu anh muén t6i trg gitip. Nhung néu anh muén
ty tay kiém tra thi...” “Khong.” Trong Richard that khon kho. “Khong, khong
can dau.” “Tdi da dit nitroglycerin dwdi ludi. Anh c6 dong y khong?” Oi troi.
Thé nay thi té that r6i. Richard trong kho sé hét cho néi. “T6i... T6i...” cdu ta
nuot nwdc bot. “T6i...” “Anh ay khong bao gio chita bénh trén may bay!” t6i
vOi vang rng cttu. “Anh ay bi chitng sg!”

“Phai r6i,” Richard nu6t yc, danh mat sang t6i cam ta. “Dung thé! Chitng
sQ.”

“Ké tr lan 1én mo6t chuyén bay gap chuyén rat khing khiép.” Toi rung
minh kich tinh, nhv nhé lai mét ky ¢c dau khd. “Chuyén so6 406 di
Bangladesh.”

“Pirng bat t6i ndi lai chuyén dé.” Richard dua theo.

“Anh ay van con dang trong thoi ky diéu tri.” T6i gat dau u am. Ong béc si
trirng mat nhin nhw nghi ca hai da phat dién.

“Hir, vay thi may 1a c6 t6i ¢ day,” ong ta cin cau dap. Ong ta quay lai v&i
ba cuy, ca Richard lan t6i déu lang di. T6i thay mét 1a. C6 nang ti€p vién lac
dau that vong va di qua phia bén kia may bay.

“Fliss, chi phai lam sao v&i Noah di,” Richard néi nhé va khan thiét.
“Khong thé dé no di bia chuyén lung tung mai dugc. N6 sé lam ai do gap rac
roi that mat thoi.”

“T6i biét r6i.” T6i nhan mat. “T6i xin 16i.”

Ba cu dang duogc dwa di goc may bay nao dé xa hon. Ong bac si va td bay
hinh nhw dang tranh luan kich liét. Tat ca cung bién mat sau tdm rém, va mot
lic 1au khong thay cé dau hiéu 6n ao nao. Richard thi dang nhin thang trudc
mat, tran nhan lai lo du. Chac la dang lo cho ba cu, t6i thdy minh dang nghi
rat nhan tir. Cau Richard nay c6 trai tim nhan hau.

“Vay thi nghe nay. Cho t6i biét di.” Cudi cung cau ta cling quay sang toi,
trdn van nhan tit. “Hai nguwdi d6 van chwa 1am gi phai khong?” Oi, thiét tinh.
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To6i ding la ngoc. Cau ta la dan 6ng. Tat nhién cau ta chi nghi t6i mot chuyén
thoi. “Theo t6i biét thi chwa.” T6i nhtn vai.

“Nay, co thé tén Ben nay khong dung cai do 1én dwgc.” Mat Richard bong
linh hoat han 1én. “T6i khong nghi la vi thé dau.” T6i lac dau. “Tai sao
khong? Chi c6 ly do ay thoi! Han khong dung cai dé 1én dwgc!” “Khong
dung cai gi 1én duwgc co?” Noah t0 mo hoi. Tuyét voi. Toi quac mat nhin
Richard, nhung cau ta dang dwong dwong ty dac dén noi chang dé y thay nira.
Toi tin chac c6 mot chit tiéng Pirc dai loang ngoang nao do6 cé nghia la “niém
khodi chi tredc sy bat lwc dan 6ng cuia tinh dich” va gio thi chit d6 dang ban
tung nhw phao hoa trén dau Richard. “Toi nghiép han,” cau ta thém, khi cu6i
cling ciing nhan thay vé mit bat binh ctia tdi. “Y t6i 13, tdi rat thong cam véi
han ta, tat nhién roi. Tat bénh khon khiép.” “Cau lam gi c6 bang chitng,” t6i
chi ra.

“Ho dang tuan trang mat,” Richard cai. “Ai lai khong lam gi khi di trang
mat, tri* khi han ta khéng dung cai dé lén dwgc?” “Khong dung cai gi 1én
duwoc ca?” Noah ré len con to hon. “Khong c6 gi dau, con yéu,” toi voi va bao
Noah. “Chi 1a mét thit ngwdi 16n rat buon chan théi.” “Mot thit ngudi 16n
dung lén dwgc a?” Noah hoi, to mo cyc do. “Thé cd bao gio dat xudng
khong?” “Han khong dung lén dwgc!” Richard thi dang & trén may. “Tat ca
da ro rang qua. Toi nghiép Lottie.”

“Ai khong dung lén dugc co?” Lorcan quay sang chung to6i. “Ben,”
Richard dap. “That ha?” Lorcan tréng rat kinh ngac. “Me.” Anh ta cau may
nghi ngoi. “A, néu thé thi hiéu ca roi.” Oi troi dat oi. Tin don khéi dau 1a thé
nay day. Hiéu lam xdy ra va thai ti¥ bi ban chét r6i thé chién bung n6 la do thé
nay day. “Nghe day, ca hai nguoi!” toi dit doi noi. “Lottie hoan toan khong
néi bat ky diéu gi véi toi vé chuyén cé cai gi dung lén... hay dat xudéng.”
“Con dung 1én roi day,” Noah bat mi rat binh than, con t6i thé hat ra kinh s¢
trede khi kip kim lai.

OK, Fliss. Btrng qua da. Hay binh tinh. Hay lam bac phu huynh tan tién.
“That a, con yéu? Oi troi. Um.” M4 t6i da do phing phirng. Ca hai tén dan
ong dang cho xem vd&i vé hi htrng. “That la... that 1a hay, bé yéu a. Cé Ié
chuing ta sé néi chuyén riéng vdi nhau sau. Co thé ching ta lam rat nhiéu diéu
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ky diéu, rat bi hiém, nhung khong phai Iic nao chuing ta cling néi vé n6 & cho
cong cong.” T6i dwa mat day ham y nhin Richard.

Noah c6 vé béi réi. “Nhung c6 lic ndy cé néi day thoi. Co ay bao con
dung lén ma.”

“Cai gi?” Toi trgn mat nhin no, roi tri khong kém. “Luc cat canh ay. ‘Nh&
dung cai ban tredc mat 1én’.”

“0.” T6i nuét danh we. “O, me hiéu roi. Ci ban trwdc mit.” T6i cam thay
noi han hoan dang 1én trong long. “Ban cta cau Ben t6i nghiép khong dung
dugc lén,” Richard néi, mdt tinh kho. “Thoi ngay!” Téi c6 lam giong quéd
trach, nhung lai dang quan bung vi cuoi. “Tai tin la dwgc...” Toi ngung lai
khi giong c6 ti€p vién phét ra trén loa. “Kinh thwa quy khach, xin quy khach
trat t mot phut. Téi can théng bdo mot viéc quan trong.” Oi troi. Toi hy
vong ba cu van 6n. Bong nhién t6i thdy ngwong chin vi minh lai cwdi dua
trong lic dang c6 chuyén khan cap. “T6i rat ti€c phai thong bao vGi quy
khach, do mot sy c6 y té vira xdy ra trén may bay, ching ta sé khong thé bay
thang tGi Ikonos nhw da dinh ma sé ha canh & san bay gan nhat c6 day du
trang thiét bi y t€, trong tinh hinh hién tai 1a & Sofia.” T6i muén dinh citng
vao ghé vi kinh hoang. N6i khoai chi da ngudi han. May bay chuyén hwéng
u? “Chung t6i chan thanh xin 16i vi nhitng bat tién c6 thé gay ra cho quy
khach, va tat nhién sé thong bao ngay khi c6 théng tin gi tiép theo.” Xung
quanh bat dau nhao nhao phéan doéi, nhung t6i hau nhw khéng nghe thay gi.
Chuyén nay khong thé xdy ra dwgc. Lorcan quay sang t6i, khong tin noi.
“Sofia @ Bungari a? Nhu thé sé thém bao nhiéu tiéng nita?” “T6i khong biét.”
“Chuyén gi thé?” Noah nhin ti* ngwdi nay qua nguoi kia. “Me oi, chuyén gi
thé? Sofia la ai?”

“Pay la dia danh.” T6i nudt khé nhoc. “Tinh hinh la ta sé bay t&i do truwéc.
Thé c6 thich khong?” T6i liéc sang Richard. Cau ta ciing da can sach vé hang
héi. Cau ta da sup xudng, nhin cham cham vao lung ghé dang truéc, mat cau
lai di¥ ton.

“Cha, thé day. Vay la chung ta sé dén qua mudn. Toi c¥ nghi ta con co hoi
dén kip tredc khi ho... chi biét ddy.” Cau ta xo0e hai tay. “Nhwng gio thi chiu
r6i.” “Chiu la thé nao!” t6i cai lai, c6 gang trdn an minh khong kém gi ciu ta.
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“Richard, nghe nay. Thue té 1a, cai goi la cudc hon nhan cia Lottie da bat dau
gid dam ré6i.”

T6i khong dinh noi toac méng heo ra nhu thé, nhwng t6i nghi cau ta can
chich mét liéu ty tin.

“Lam sao chi biét dugc,” cau ta gam gu. “T6i biét! Cau khong biét la, cai
nay co tién stt roi. Moi lan Lottie chia tay vdi ai la n6 lai lam diing nhu thé.”
“Lai 1dy chong a?” Richard trong khiép via. “Lan nao ciing thé?” “Khong
phai!” T6i muén pha lén cudi tredc vé mit cau ta. “Y toi chi 1a né lai lam gi
do rat voi va va ngd ngan. Va réi né birng tinh. Rat cé thé xudng may bay toi
sé nhan dwoc tin nhan cta no, rang Fliss 0i, em lai sai lam kinh khtng ré6i!
Cttu em vé6i!” Toi cé thé thay Richard dang tiéu hda thong tin nay. “Chi nghi
thé that a?” “Tin t6i di, chuyén nay xdy ra nhiéu roi. T6i goi ddy la cac Lua
Chon Khong May. Lan thi né gia nhap ta gido, lan thi di xam minh... C& coi
vu cudi xin nay nhw la choc khuyén mot cho dién ro6 nao dé di. Con ngay lic
nay thi ca hai dang choi D6 Uyén Uong,” t6i ndi thém dé dong vién cau ta.
“Nghi xem, thé mdi buon cudi chit. Hai dita né chd biét gi vé nhau hét. Roi
Lottie sé thay, va r6i n6 sé nghi chin chan, va réi n6 sé nhan ra.”

“Pd Uyén Uong a?” Richard néi sau khi ngung mot chiit. “Y chi 1a nhu
cai tro trén ti vi a?” “Pung thé. Nhw la, ‘Mén anh tirng ndu ma ban gai anh
thich nhat 1a gi?’ Dai khai thé.” “Spaghetti carbonara,” Richard n6i khong
cham mot gidy. “Pay thay chwa.” Toi siét chat tay cau ta. “Néu la hai nguoi
tham gia thi da thang ro6i. Ben va Lottie sé thua be bét cho ma xem. R6i thi n6
sé tinh tri lai. Cau c cho xem.”
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Chuong 15

S otts

Chi 1a tro choi théi. Tro choi &y ma. Chang c6 nghia ly gi hét. Du thé cang
lic t6i cang thdy buwc hon. Sao td6i khéng nhéd dwgc may thit nay nhi?
Machinh xac hon, sao Ben khong nhé dugc? Chang 1é anh khéng quan tam
dén cac chi tiét trong doi t6i a? Chiing t6i dang ngbi trong vuon khach san,
con mudi phut nita la bat dau B6 Uyén Uong roi, ma chwa bao gio toi buwdc
vao ky thi nao dau 6c rong tuéch nhu thé nay. Ben nam trén vong, udng bia
va bat bai rap méi nhat gi ddy trén iPad, thyc tinh diéu d6 khong khién t6i vui
hon.

“Bat dau lai nhé,” t6i no6i. “Lan nay tdp trung vao. Em dung dau goi gi?”
“L’Oréal.” “Khong phai!” “Head and Shoulders, loai siéu manh dé chong gau
cd quai vat.” Anh cuwdi khay. “Khéng phai!” Toi da anh. “Em noi r6i con gi.
Kerastase. Con anh dung Paul Mitchell.” “Thé a?” anh ngo ngéc.

Lap tdc t6i thay gian so6i 1én. “Anh ndi ‘thé a’ 1a thé nao? Anh da bao em
la Paul Mitchell ma! Chiing minh phéi khép v6i nhau, Ben a. Néu anh da néi
la Paul Mitchell, thi anh phdi chét 1a Paul Mitchell!” “Chida 0i.” Ben nhap
bia. “Vui 1én di.” Anh van 16n tiéng iPad, t6i nhan mat. Anh thyc sy thich thi
nhac 4y a? “Thi cau khac vay.” Téi c6 gang kim con néong. “Do6 uéng c6 cén
em thich nhat la gi?”

“Smirnoff cé da.” Anh nhan rang cuwdi. “Buon cuwdi ghé,” toi lich sy néi.

Théo nao anh tau hai cha di dén dau. Y nghi mia mai d6 khong biét tir dau
bay dén. Oach. T6i mim moi, hy vong n6 khéng hién ra trén mdt. Toi khong
c6 y do, tat nhién...

Richard thi s& c¢6 ging. Y nghi thit hai con 6n a0 hon xet ngang dau toi
nhr mot con chim hung manh trén duwong bay, bo lai téi ngo ngan. Toi chép
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mat nhin xudng gidy, thdy mat minh néng birng. T6i sé khong nghi vé
Richard. Khong. Tuyét déi khong. Richard cling sé nghi D6 Uyén Uong la
mot tro ngd ngan, nhung khac biét & cho anh sé c6 gang, vi diéu gi quan
trong v6&i minh thi cling sé quan trong vdi anh ay...

Thoi ngay.

Nhuw la 1an anh dy dién du6i hinh bat chi* hom tiéc co quan minh khién
moi ngwoi déu mé tit...

NGHE PAY PO NAO NGU NGOC KIA. Richard da BIEN khéi doi toi
roi. Ngay phit nay han la anh dang ngu kho & dau bén kia thé gigi trong can
h6 hao nhodng nao do tai San Francisco, chang con nhé gi dén toi, con toi thi
dang & bén chéng minh - nhac lai, chong minh... “The Jeweled Path? Em no6i
that ch?” To6i con dang vat 10n vGi suy nghi trong dau dén mitc khong thay
Ben da nhat t& dap an t6i viét cho anh hoéi ndy. Gi¢ thi anh dang nhin no,
sttng s0. “Sao?” “The Jeweled Path khong thé la cuon sach em thich nhat
dwgce.” Anh roi mat khoi to gidy. “Lam on néi la em dang dua di.” “Em
khong dua,” t6i ndi, hoi cham noc. “Anh doc chwa? Cudn doé viét cuc hay.”
“Anh phi mat ba muoi gidy quy gia doi minh tai vé va liéc qua chvong dau.”
Anh nhan mat. “Anh muén doi lai ba muoi gidy do.” “Ro rang 1a anh khong
hiéu r6i,” t6i buwc minh dap. “Cudn sach ay rat sau sac néu anh chiu doc ky.”
“Pay la mot m& New Age ho 16n.” “Tam muoi triéu doc gia bado khong.” Toi
quac mat nhin anh. “Tam muoi triéu doc gid ngu ngoc.” “Ht, vay thi anh
thich nhét quyén gi?” Toi chop lay to gidy, nhung anh mat bj hit vé thit khac.
T6i ap tay 1én miéng sitng sot, nguwdc mat nhin anh. “Anh bé phiéu phe dé
that ha?”

“Em thi khong a?” “Khong!” Chung toi dang tran tran nhin nhau nhu vira
phat hién ngudi kia la quai vat hanh tinh khac. T6i nu6t nwéc bot hai 1an, réi
lai nhin xu6ng gidy. “OK! Bugc roi.” Toi dang cd khong 16 ra minh xéo dong
dén mitc nao. “Vay ro rang la ching ta can 6n lai vai diém co ban. Lyra chon
bo phiéu da xong... mén pasta wa thich?” “Con tuy nuwéc sot,” anh tra 10i tirc
khac. “Héi ro ngu.”

“Um, em thich tagliatelle. Anh ciing néi tagliatelle di. Chwong trinh ti vi
va thich?” “Dirk va Sally.” “Dirk va Sally, hién nhién.” Anh nhan rang cuoi,
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khong khi ndang né tan bét. “Tap thich nhat?” t6i khong kim duwgc. “Dé anh
nghi xem.” Mat anh twoi 1én. “Tap tom hum ay. Tuyét diéu.”

“Khong, dam cwdi chit,” toi phan bac. “Phai la tap dam cuwéi. ‘Anh nguyén
gan b6 cung em, c6 cdy Smith & Wesson 59 chitng giam.’”

T6i xem tap d6é phdi dén chin mwoi lam lan. Pay la ddm cwédi lan hai cta
Dirk va Sally (sau khi ho da ly hon réi boé nganh r6i duwgc tuyén lai vao nam
th tw), va day la dam cuéi dinh nhat thoi dai trén phim.

“Khong, cai tap kép cé vu bat céc.” Ben da ngoi day trén vong va dang 6m
goi. “Tap dy mai goi la nhat. Nay, nghe nay. Nghe nay.” Mat anh birng lén.
“Chung minh sé dong vai Dirk va Sally.”

“Gi?” To6i nhin anh khong hiéu. “Vai gi co?”

“Choi do ay! Anh chang nhé dwoc gi cai mé nay.” Anh ve vay td dap an
cta t6i. “Nhung anh biét Sally thich gi con em biét Dirk thich gi. Chuing ta sé
lam ho, khong phéi lam chung ta.”

Khong thé nao anh dang néi that duwgc. Anh c6 n6i that khong? Tiéng cudi
khuc khich buot ra treeée khi toi kip ngan lai.

“Y anh 13, khong gi c6 thé té hon thé ndy dwogc nita, phai khong?” Ben néi
thém. “Anh biét hét moi thit vé Sally. Thit xem.”

“OK, c6 ay dung dau goi dau gi?” t6i thu.

Ben nhan tit cd mat suy nghi. “Anh biét ma... Silvikrin. Ngay trong doan
md& dau. Dirk thich uéng gi nhat?”

“Bourbon khong pha,” t6i dap khong dirng mot khac. “Dé gt. Sinh nhat
Sally ngay nao?”

“12 thang Séau, nam nao Dirk ciling tang hoa hong trang. Sinh nhat em
ngay nao?” anh hoi, giat minh. “Chwa phai sap dén, ding khong?”

Anh néi ding. Ching toi biét 0 vé cudc song hon nhan cta cap vg chong
canh sat o trén ti vi hon la vé chinh minh. Ng& ngan dén noi t6i khong thé
nguwng cwoi toe voi anh.

“OK, Dirk, thoa thuan thé nhé.” T6i nhin lén thdy Nico dang lai gan, hai
bén la Georgios va Hermes. Ba Chu Hé, Ben da bat dau goi nhw vay. Ching
toi dang ngobi ¢ goc vang vé nhat, kin ddo nhat trong viedn, nhung ngay ca thé
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ho cling da tim thdy ching t6i. Ho da lwgn 16 quanh ching t6i khong nghi
sudt budi chiéu, moi moc du thit d6 uong do an va thdm chi cd nhitng chiéc
mi rong vanh dé chit IKONOS xau nhat tran doi, dé phong ching toi bi say
nang. “Thwa 6ng ba Parr, t6i dugc biét 6ng ba c6 tham gia P6 Uyén Uong?
Chuong trinh chi it phtt nita sé bat dau dugi bai bién,” Nico hoa nha néi vé6i
chiing t6i. Ong ta da thay &o vest c6 hang cic nha binh 14p l4nh, 1am t6i tu
hoi c6 phai ong ta lam chu tro hay khong.

“Chung t6i sap di day.”

“Tuyét voi! Georgios sé ho tong 6ng ba.” Ching t6i céc can c6 ho tong,
t6i muon tra treo, nhwng chi can méi mim cwdi. “Dan duong di.”

“Bat dau nao, Sally,” Ben thi tham vao tai, con t6i c6 nén cudi. Co thé rot
cudc sé vui day.

Qua la ho khong tiéc thit gi. C6 mot buc go dung trén bai bién, quay gidy
bong do ra xung quanh. Hai chum bong bay hinh trai tim do budc hai bén.
Mot bang ron dai twéng ghi PO UYEN UONG, mét ban nhac ba ngudi choi
bai “Love is all around”. Melissa dang di tGi di lui trén bai cat, van mac chiéc
caftan mau cam, dang sau hai buwdc la mot nguwdi toc mau rom mac quan boi
Vilebrequin va 4o phong c6 c6 mau da trdi. T6i doan la chong co ta, vi ca hai
déu deo thé to dung ghi B6i Mat, in kém tén cuta ho.

“Stella McCartney,” c6 ta dang tirc gian néi khi ching t6i lai gan “Anh
biét 1a Stella McCartney ma. O! Chao! Anh chi dén roi!” “San sang chién dau
chwa?” Ben héi, mat 1ap lanh tinh nghich.

“Cho vui théi ay ma!” c6 ta dap lai, gan nhu hung hang. “Phai khong
Matt?”

Matt dang cam Sach cau hoi B6 Uyén Uong ban chinh thitc, t6i chgt nhan
ra, khong tin noi. Ho mang ca thit ay theo u?

“A, tinh c& ma chiing t6i c6 thdi,” Melissa néi va dé mat khi thay t6i nhin.
“Cat di, Matt. Gio thi dang nao ciing mudn qua r6i,” co ta dit tgn ndi tham.
“Em thyc tinh nghi anh cé thé chiu kh6 hon... Xin chao! Chac 6ng ba la
nguwoi tham gia cu6i! Vui mot chit thoi!” Co ta chao mot cap vg chong gia
dang nam tay nhau di dén, c6 vé hoi hoang mang treéc vu nay. Ca hai toc
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dang nga bac, mac quan dai be dong mau, do chim co véi bong ngan tay, ong
chong di xang dan x0 tat.

“Ong ba Parr, thé ciia 6ng ba day.” Nico tréo xudng, dwa ching t6i thé Doi
Ba. “Ong ba Kenilworth, xin gui thé tén ctia 6ng ba.” “Hai 6ng ba ciing di
trang mat a?” t6i khong kim néi héi ba vo, tén 1a Carol. “Oi troi, khong dau!”
Ba ta dang loay hoay véi cai ve ao. “Chung toi trung dugc ky nghi nay &
phién dau gia cau lac bo choi bridge. Thyc tinh cling khong hop lam, nhung
cling phai c6 hoa dong, ma ching to6i ciing thich do vui...”

Nico lua cd sdu ngudi 1én trén buc, ching t6i nhin xudng khan gia, mot
dam kha dong khach nghi mac xa rong va ao phong, tay bung cocktail. “Thua
quy ong quy ba!” Nico da bat mic khong day, giong ong oang oang trén bai
bién. “Chao mirng dén vdi cudc thi P6 Uyén Uong cua riéng khach san
chung ta!”

Thuee tinh thi kha 1a vui day. Cling giong y nhw trén ti vi. Tat cd dam dan
ba dwgc dan dén cai choi gan day, bat deo tai nghe bat nhac diéc 16 nhi trong
khi ddm dan 6ng tra 16i cau hoi trén san khau. Roi doi cho dén lwot ching toi.
Trong khi viét cau tra 10i, t6i dot ngot thay cang thang. Ben c6 lam ding ké
hoach khong? Anh c6 that tra 10i trong vai Dirk khong? Nh& anh hoang ma
doi y thi sao? Thi bay gio cling mudn roi. T6i ngody nét cau dap cudi réi nop
t0 gidy. “Va bay gio!” Nico néi trong trang trong rén 1én phu hoa. “Hay cho
cac cdp doi doan tu v@i nhau! Khong dugce trao doi!” Khan gia vo tay khi
dam dan 6ng trd lai san khau. Cac dirc 6ng chong ditng mét bén Nico, may ba
vo ditng bén kia, va toi thay Melissa tim cach 16i kéo anh mat Matt con anh ta
thi nhatmuc tadng 16 c6 nang. “Cau thi nhat! Cai gi 1a vat bat ly than cta nang
khi ra ngoai? Thwa cac quy ong, xin hdy tra 10i that rd rang vao mic. Doi
Mot?” “Tui xach,” Matt 1ap tirc noi ngay vao mic. “Va ba nha néi...” Nico
nhin xuéng gidy. “Tui xach. Muoi diém! D6i Hai, cling cau d6?”

“Keo bac ha thom miéng,” Tim Kenilworth n6i sau mot lic suy nghi.

“Va ba nha ndi... Life Savers. Cling sat.” Nico gat dau. “Muoi diém! Va
DPo6i Ba?”

“Dé,” Ben dap gon. “Co ay khong bao gio di dau ma khong mang Smith &
Wesson 59.”
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“Pay la sung a?” Melissa noi, vé kinh ngac. “Sting ha?”

“Va ba nha néi...” Nico xem t@ cta t6i. “Khau Smith & Wesson 59 cua toi.
Chiic mirng, mudi diém!” Ong ta nhin qua t6i, may nhuéng 1én. “Quy ba
khong mang theo n6 trén ngwoi bay gio chi, t6i hy vong thé?”

“Pdy la vat bat ly than cta t6i khi ra ngoai.” T6i twoi cwdi nhin lai 6ng ta.
“Stng ha?” Melissa van nang nac. “Chi ndi that ddy ha? Matt, anh nghe thay
khong?”

“Cau thit hai!” Nico tuyén bd. “Tta chan nha 6ng ba da hét thitc &n. Ong ba
chon dau lam noi di an t6i ngau hitng? Thwa cac 6ng, lai moi cac 6ng tra 1oi
trwde. Trede hét moi Boi Mot.”

“0... ca ran voi khoai?” Matt ngan ngir néi. “Ca ran véi khoai?” Melissa
tritng mét nhin anh ta. “Cé ran v&i khoai?” “O thi, vira nhanh vira tién...”
Matt rdim nguoi tredc vé mat ctia co ta. “Sao, thé em viét gi?” “Em viét Le
Petit Bistro!” c6 ta gian dit néi. “Lic nao chiing minh cling dén day khi can
an nhanh. Anh biét thé ma!” “Thinh thodng anh van di an ca ran vdi khoai,”
Matt 1am bam chong ché, nhung t6i khong nghi c6 ai nghe thiy ngoai toi.

“Khong diém,” Nico té vé thong cam. “D6i Hai?” “Quan bia,” Tim ndi,
sau khi nghi dén cé ntra gio dong ho. “T6i cho 1a sé t6i quan bia.” “Va ba nha
noi...” Nico nheo mat nhin to gidy. “Thwa ba, xin thit 16i, t6i khong doc dugc
chi¥ cta ba.”

“0, toi khong biét phai viét gi.” Carol trong cé vé lung ting. “Chung toi
chang bao gid hét thitc an ca. Lic nao ching t6i cling c6 sip trong ngan da,
phéi khong anh yéu?”

“Pung thé.” Tim gat dau. “Chuing t6i lam san ca noi, 6ng hiéu khong. Cha
nhat nao ciling thé, khi xem Midsomer Murders. Thit giam bong véi dau.”

“Hoac dau ga vdi xuc xich cay,” Carol nhac thém. “Hodc chi can ca chua
thoi.”

“Ca banh mi ching t6i cling bé ngan da,” Tim gidi thich, “nén chi can bo
vi séng vai phut.”

“Ca nguyén cam lan trang gion,” Carol phu hoa. “Thwong thi chiing t6i
trén nam muoi nam muai...” Ba bé ltng réi im lang. Xung quanh hinh nhuw ai
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cling ngo ngan vi ban danh sach cdc moén an nay, ké ca Nico, nhung cudi
cung ong ciing suc tinh.

“Cam on vi cau tra 15i chi tiét tuyét voi cia ong ba.” Ong ta cudi twoi réi
vdi Carol va Tim. “Nhung bu6n thay. Khong diém. Doi Ba?”

“Bay gio thi ching t6i dén quan Dill,” t6i n6i. “Co phdi anh ay viét thé
khong?”

“Xin 16i,” Nico mé 10i, “nhuwng cau tra 1oi khong phai la...”

“Khoan!” t6i cudp 10i, trong khi nu cwdi nhe nhdm bat dau ngodac ra trén
mat Melissa. “T6i con chwa no6i xong. Bay gid thi ching t6i dén quéan Dill,
nhung ngay xwa ching toi thuong dén Jerry and Jim’s Steakhouse, truéc khi
cho do bi bon gang to cho no6 tung.” To6i nhin qua Ben, anh gat dau rat kho
nhan thay.

“A,” Nico néi va nhin xudng gidy. “Pung. Quy 6ng chong viét, Chiing tdi
dén Jerry and Jim trwdc khi dam Carlo Dellalucci cho no; bay gio ching t6i
dén quan Dill.”

“Cai d6é ¢ dau?” Melissa gang hoi. “Hai ngudi song & dau?”

“Can ho sb6 43D, Phé Tam muoi Tay,” ca hai ching t6i dong thanh. Cau
do6 & trong phan m& dau moi tap.

“Oi, New York,” c6 ta noi, giong ct nhu bao, Oi, bdi rdc.

“N6 tung, tirc 1a no that a?” Matt chém vao, c6 vé rat an tuwgng. “Co ai chét
khong?”

“Ong canh sat truéng,” toi gat gon. “Va con gai 6ng, 1én mudi, ma ong
vira gap lan dau, chét trong tay ong.”

Pay la tap cudi nam thit nhat. Mot vién ngoc quy cua truyén hinh. Toi gan
nhr muén khuyén tat cd moi nguoi & day hay di xem phim dé. Ngoai trtv nhuw
thé sé hai trai muc dich.

“Cau thit ba!” Nico kéu 1én. “Gio thi cudc dau dén hoi gay can roi!”

Pén cau thit tdm ching t6i da di xong nam thi nhat, nam th hai, tap dac
biét mirng Giang sinh. Melissa va Matt thua mudi diém, Melissa cang lic
trong cang ban tinh.
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“Cai do khong thé la that dwgc,” cb ta néi, khi Ben vira td xong “ngay
dang nhé nhat bén nhau”, bao gébm mot vu bao vay co6 vii trang, mot cudc
rugt dudi cia canh sat qua Bach Thd Trung Tam, r6i théi nén banh sinh nhat
anh trong nha tu (chuyén dai lam). “T6i dat nghi van mdy cau tra 16i nay.” Co
ta go gb cai mic ct nhw ddy la cai bda con co ta la tham phan. “Khong c6 ai
song doi nhw vay ca!”

“Dirk va Sally thi c6!” t6i ndi, c6 khong cuwdi khic khich khi nhin sang
Ben. “Dirk va Sally la ai?” c0 ta lap titrc hoi, nhin t* nguwdi nay sang nguoi kia
nhw sg chiing t6i dang kiém cach méi bay minh.

“Tén than mat chung t6i thwong goi nhau,” Ben than nhién dap. “Va toi
xin phép héi chinh xac thi c6 mudn am chi gi dwoc khong? Rang ching téi di
hoc thudc ca mot 16 mot 16c cau tra 10i bia chi dé phuc vu cho cudc thi nay a?
Trong ching t6i hén dén thé a?”

“Thoi di!” Mat co ta 16e 1én cong phan. “Anh chi mu6n t6i tin hai nguoi
hen ho lan dau & nha xac that a?”

“CO muon t6i tin cd & nha hang Ivy a?” anh phan don tirc khac. “Khong ai
dat ban Ivy khi hen lan dau triv khi da biét trieéc cudc hen sé chan ngat dén
mitc phai quay sang ngam nguwoi. Xin 16i,” anh lich sy néi véi Matt. “T6i tin
la anh thi da c6 mot ngay rat vui.”

T6i khong kim noi pha 1én cuwdi. Melissa moi ltic mét thém x4u tinh, va toi
cling khong trach c6 ta. Khan gia tu tap cang lic cang dong, va ca ho cling rat
hitng chi. “Cau thi tam!” Nico tim cach Iap lai trat ty. “Hai ngwoi da trai qua,
0... quan hé tinh cdm & cho nao la bat thwong nhat? Poi Hai, 6ng ba c6 mudn
trd 101 trudc khong?” “O!” Mit Carol cang liic cang hong hon. “T6i khong
chac vé cau nay lam. R4t riéng tw.”

“Pung thé,” Nico dap théng cam.

“To6i nghi chi¥ chinh xac la...” Ba nging lai, ngo ngudy rat ling ting.
“Khau dam.” Khan gid dong loat 0 1én cwdi, con t6i bam that chat moi dé
khoi hua theo. Carol thoi kén cho Tim 4? Khong thé nao. Ca nghin nam nita
t6i cling khong twéng twong néi. “Ong nha ghi Nha nghi & Anglesey,” Nico
dap va cudi toac. “Toi e 1a khong diém, thwa ba than mén. Du diém tuyét doi
vé mit ¢6 ging.” Carol trong nhuw thé muén héa dudc tai chd. “Ong hoi 1a
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‘ch6 nao’,” ba m@ miéng, “t6i ct twdng 6ng hai... t6i twdng...” “That tinh.”
Ong gat dau thong cam. “DP6i Mot?” “Cong vién Hyde,” Melissa n6i mau, ct
nhu dang ngbi trong 16p. “Pung! Mudi diém! D6i Ba?” T6i phai nghi mot
luc. Co vai phwong an khac nhau. T6i chi hy vong Ben nhé tap do.

“Cau di bd & dao Coney.” Khi nhin mat Ben, t6i biét 1a minh doan nham.
“Than 6i! Ong nha viét, Trén ban Gy vién cong t6 quan.” “Ban uy vién cong
t0 quan?” Melissa trong lai phitng phirng 1én. “Anh 16m t6i day a?” “Khong
diém!” Nico v4i va chen ngang. “Va gio thi ching ta da 1én dinh tro dé vui
r6i. Téat cd déu phu thudc cau cudi cung nay. Cau hdi riéng tw nhét, gan giii
nhat.” Ong dirng lai tao kich tinh. “LAn dau tién 6ng thay yéu ba nha 1a khi
nao?”

Bén dwdi khan gia lang di cho doi, roi ban nhac n6i mot héi trong khe khé.
“Poi Ba?” Nico hoi.

“Pay la lan ching t6i cung bi tréi vao dudng ray va c6 doan tau dang lao
dén,” Ben néi giong xa vang. “Co ay vuon lai gan, hon t6i, roi ndi, ‘Néu tat
ca cham dit ¢ day, em ciing hanh phic.” R6i co ay gidi thoat cho cd hai bang
cai gilia mong tay.”

“Pung!”

“Puwong ray?” Melissa nhin tir nguwdi nay qua nguoi kia. “T6i c6 phan doi
cau nay dvgc khong?”

T6i mim cwoi véi Ben, gio nam dam chao chién thang. Nhung anh khong
dap lai, mat anh con nhin dau dau nhw van dang nhé diéu gi. “Do6i Hai?”
“Khoan!” Ben dot ngdt ndi. “To6i con chua tra 10i xong. Cai lan trén duong
ray - ddy la lan dau t6i thay yéu vg minh. Nhung cai gidy phut tdi biét minh
yéu c6 dy...” Anh liéc sang phia t6i, &nh mat khong boc tach noéi. “Pay lai la
mot 1an khac han.” “Co6 khac gi?” Melissa buc boi néi. “Anh lai dinh x6
ching t6i gi nita a?” “Ngudi ta thdy yéu roi ngudi ta hét thay yéu,” Ben dap.
“Nhung khi 6 thue sy yéu ai ddy... thi day la vinh vién.”

Pay la mot cau trong phim w? To6i khong nhé. Toi dang thay hoi hoang
mang. Anh dang néi céi gi vay? “Cai ngay t6i biét minh yéu c6 ay la chinh &
day, trén dao Ikonos nay, mudi lam nam tredc.” Anh ghé lai gan mic va gio
giong anh cat cao ron rang. “T6i nhiém ctim. C6 ay cham séc t6i ca dém. Co
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ay la thién than ho ménh cda t6i. T6i van con nhé céi giong ngot ngao, thi
tham v&i minh rang t6i sé 6n thoi. Bay gio thi t6i nhan ra minh da yéu c6 ay
tir ngay hom 4y, du khong phai lic nao ciing biét nhw vay.” Anh cham dut, tat
ca déu im lang. Xung quanh hinh nhw ai ndy déu ngd ngang. R6i mét co gai &
dwéi ha 1én tan thwdng, va roi nhw thé phép thoi mién bi phd, tiéng hoan ho
lai r6 1én am 1 hon Iic nao hét. T6i mé man dén mic hau nhu khong nghe
thdy may nguoi kia trd 10i nita. Anh dang n6i vé ching t6i. Khong phai Dirk
va Sally: ma la ching t6i. Ben va Lottie. Quang sang am ap vira trum 1ay t6i,
bay gio t6i khong thé ngét mim cuwdi. Anh da yéu téi suét muwdi lam nam.
Anh da ding lén néi nhw vay truedc cong ching. Ca doi toi chwa bao gio gap
chuyén gi 1ang man nhuw thé, chwa bao gio.

Chi con mot thac mac ti xiu, nhé nhw con kién, day la...

Um. Chuyén ti teo thoi, day 1a t6i van khong nhé chuyén dé titng xay ra.
Pau t6i hoan toan trong rong. T6i chang nhé Ben ting bi ciim, cling khong
nhé da cham séc anh. Nhung c6 bao nhiéu chuyén hoi ay t6i khong nhd, toi
tran an minh nhw vay. T6i con quén cd Bill By co ma. Quén ca giai poker
nita. Chac no6 bi chon vui dau dé sau qua théi. “... anh biét 1a hém picnic ay
ma! Anh van néi thé sudt con gi!”

Bat giac, t6i nhan ra Melissa va Matt van con dang cdi co vé cau tra 1oi
cta anh ta. “Khong phédi hém picnic,” Matt citng dau dap. “Pdy la & doi
Cotswold.

Nhung em ci¢ nhu thé nay thi c6 1€ anh wéc gi da khong cé ngay hom ay!”
Melissa hit m6t hoi that manh, va toi thé la da thay khoi xit ra dang tai co0 ta.
“Em nghi la em biét chiing minh yéu nhau ltic nao, Matt a! Va d6 khong phai
la & cai doi Cotswold chét tiét ay!”

“Vay la ching ta da két thiic cudc thi!” Nico le lang ngat 10i. “T6i rat sung
swong dugce tuyén bo doi chién thang hom nay la Poi Ba! Ben va Lottie Parr!
Quy ong ba da gianh dwgc mot vé mat xa doi dac biét & ngoai troi, va sé dugc
trao cip Cdp Uyén Uong Hanh Phiic Nhat Tuan trong budi ga la trao gidi toi
mai. Xin chic mirng!” Ong ta goi 1én mot trang hoan hé diéc tai, va Ben nhay
mat vGi toi. Chuing t0i cui chao, toi cam thidy Ben siét tay minh that chat.
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“Anh thich cai cau mat xa doi ay,” anh thi tham vao tai t6i. “Lic ndy anh
da doc gidi thiéu roi. Ho lam trén bai bién, dung tinh dau thom trong mét khu
quay man kin. Puwgc phuc vu ca vang va sau khi xong, ngudi ta dé cac doi @
lai mot lic ‘kin ddo bén nhau’.” Kin ddo bén nhau? T6i bat gdp mat anh. Rot
cudc! Ben vGi téi & mot minh trén bai bién trong khong gian riéng tw, c6
tiéng song vo ba va ly vang bén canh va than thé day dau xoa tron nhay...
“Chung ta hay lam cang sém cang tot.” Giong t6i da nghet lai vi ham mudn.
“Dém nay.” Tay anh quét nhe qua nguyc toi, khién t6i run 1én héi hop. Co6 vé
luat cam dung cham da bi bo x6 r6i. Chung t6i lai cdi chao khan gia lan nita,
r6i roi khéi buc. “Bay gio thi di udng ti di,” Ben néi thém. “Anh muon chudc
em say mem da.”

Hoa ra c6 quan gia cling c6 cai tién. Ngay phut ching t6i vira thot 1én la
muon di uéng mirng, Georgios da lap titc ra tay, kiém ngay cho chiing t6i ban
gdc phong & mot nha hang ven bién rat sang, cé da ca sam banh bé da va
canapé tom hum ddc biét mang tir nha hang 16n xu6éng. Riéng lan nay toi
khong ban tam chuyén may 6ng quédn gia mia may nhadng xi xung quanh. Lai
c6 vé hop ly nita la khac. Ching t6i dang dwoc hau ha nhang xi. Ching toi la
nha vo dich co ma! “Thé ddy!” Ben néi khi cudi cung ching téi ciing dwoc &
riéng. “Hoa ra lai la ngay may man.” “Qua may man,” t6i cuwoi dap lai.

“Con hai gio nita la mat xa.” Anh nhin mat t6i, miéng giat giat mim cuoi.

Hai gio tuyét diéu dé nhdm nhap cudc tinh néng bong trén bai bién tung
birng sap dén. Cai nay thi téi chiu dwgc. T6i nhap sam banh r6i ngad nguoi ra
sau, cam thay anh nang lwdét trén mat. Khoanh khac nay cudc doi mdi that
hoan hao lam sao. Chi con mot mdc mé nho xiu trong dau t6i, ma t6i dang co
10 di. T6i 16 dwgc. BPuge. Khéng van deé.

Khong. T6i khong 1o dugc.

Trong ltc nhap sam banh va nhai hanh nhan tam mudi, t6i dé y thay tam
trang minh con mot vét ggn. Mot diém trit téi c6 ngoanh di. Nhung t6i khong
Itra minh duwgc. Va t6i biét cang dé 1au sé cang lo lang hon.

T6i khong biét anh. Khong thé coi 1a biét rd. Anh la chong t6i ma t6i con
khong biét anh.
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Y t6i 13, anh c6 bé phiéu khéc t6i cling khong hé gi - nhung van deé 1a toi
con khong biét diéu do. Toi cit nghi may ngay vira qua chiing t6i da 1ap day
kha kha khoang trong trong nhau - nhwng gio t6i nhan ra van con dé vai 16
hong sau hoam. R6i t6i sé con phai nhan bat ngo gi nita day?

Khi tuyén dung, chiing t6i luén hoi mot cau co ban moi lan mudn biét that
nhanh vé &ng vién: “Ban muon trd thanh gi trong mot nam, nam nam, muoi
nam td&i?” Toi khong biét cé thé dién gi vao do vé phan Ben, ma nhu thé thi
khong 6n, dung khong?

“Em bay di dau ddy?” Ben cham vao mii to6i. “Mat dat goi Lottie.” “Anh
muon trd thanh gi trong nam nam t&i?” t6i bat ngd hoi. “Cau héi rat hay,” anh
dap lién. “Thé em mudn trd thanh gi?”

“Ping danh lang.” T6i cwdi v&i anh. “Em mudn biét chwong trinh nghi sy
chinh thitc ctia Ben Parr.”

“Co thé anh tirng c6 chwong trinh nghi sy chinh thitc day.” Mat anh diu di
khi nhin t6i. “Nhung c6 1€ tat ca da thay doi hét roi khi c6 em.”

T6i mém long trwdc vé mat anh dén noi cam thdy nhitng nghi ngo trong
minh tan bién. Anh dang nhin t6i véi nu cwdi nita miéng dang yéu nhat tran
doi, va anh mat nhin xa x6i dau d6, nhw dang twdng twong twong lai chung toi
bén nhau.

“Em ciling cam thdy thé,” t6i khong ngan dwgc minh budt ra. “Em thay c
nhuw em dugc trao cho mot twong lai hoan toan mé6i.” “Mot tuwong lai bén em.
Bat ky noi nao ta muon.” Anh dang rong tay. “Gidc mo cua em la gi, Lottie?
Chao gia cho anh xem.”

“Phap chang?” t6i dé dat noéi. “Trang trai nao d6 & Phap?” T6i van luon
mo twédng chuyén t6i Phap séng. “Co thé 1a Dordogne, hay Provence gi d6?
Chiing ta c6 thé trang tri lai mot cin nha, tim ché nao that xitng dang...” “Y
twdng tuyét voi.” Mat Ben dang 14dp lanh. “Tim mét cho bo di, bién né trd nén
diéu ky, mdi ban beé tGi song, dai nhitng bita dai lwdi biéng...” “Chinh thé!”
L&i néi tudn ra khai miéng t6i, hoa lan véi 161 anh. “Ching ta sé bay ban that
16n toan d6 an twoi ngon lanh, con bon tré sé gitip lam xa lat...”

“Con minh ciling sé hoc tiéng Phép nita...” “Anh mudn dé bao nhiéu diva?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Cau héi lam cau chuyén dirng lai m6t khac. T6i nhan ra minh dang nin
thd. “Cang nhiéu cang tot,” Ben noéi thodi mai. “Néu dita nao ciing giong em
thi anh muén muoi!” “Co thé la khong dén muwoi.” Toi dang cuwdi 16n, cam
giac that nhe nhdm. Chung t6i dong diéu biét may! Lo lang chi rat hao huyén!
Chung t6i hgp nhau tuyét doi vé cac van dé 16n trong doi. Toi gan nhw mudn
ngay lap tic 16i dién thoai ra tim kiém nhitng ngdi nha Phap ma mé man.
“Anh mu6n dén Phéap song that ha?”

“Néu c6 diéu gi anh thwe sy mudn lam trong vong hai nam tdi, thi day la
on dinh cudc séng,” anh n6i nghiém tdc. “Tim mdt 16i song ma anh thich. Va
Phap la niém dam mé ttr 1au ctia anh.” “Anh biét tiéng Phap khong?”

Anh véi 1ay to thyc don trang miéng, kiém but chi, viét vai dong ¢ mat
sau, r0i quay lai cho t6i xem.

L’amour, c’est toi La beaute, c’est toi L’honneur, c’est toi Lottie, c’est toi
T6i mudn rung tim. Ca doi chuva ai viét tho tdng toi bao gio. Ma lai con bdng
tiéng Phdp nita chi?.

“Cam on anh qua! Em thich 1am!” T6i doc lai 1an nita, dva to gidy 1én sat
mat nhw muon hit 1ay cac chit, réi dat xuong.

“Nhung con cong viéc thi sao?” Lic nay tdi da qua sot rudt mudn ké
hoach ay thanh hién thwc, nén khong khéi don anh chi dé biét chac chan.
“Lam sao anh bé lai dugc.” “Anh c6 thé thinh thodng ghé vé thoi.” To6i con
khong biét cong viéc ctia Ben 1a gi. Y t6i 13, ddy 1a cong ty san xuat gidy, tat
nhién roi, nhung anh lam gi? Toi con khong nhé da bao gio anh giai thich cu
thé chwra, ma gio hoi cé vé hoi muon.

“Anh khong c6 ai dam nhan thay dugc a? Lorcan thi sao?” Toi nhd ra ban
than nhat cia Ben. “Anh ta lam viéc véi anh, phai khong? Anh ta thé chan
anh dugc khong?”

“0, chic chin 1a anh ta mu6n thé 1dm.” Giong Ben chot chuyén sang chua
chat, va t6i Iui mot bwdce trong dau. Oai. RO rang t6i da cham tring chdé nhay
cam roi. Toi khong biét cu thé sy tinh, nhung dang vé Ben ciling da vé 1én tién
st toan nhitng cudc hop cang thang trong phong gidm doc, ctta dap sam sam
va nhitng email h6m sau méi thdy hdi. “Anh ta la phu ré ma,” t6i than trong
noi. “Hai ngwoi khong phdi ban than a?”
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Ben im lang mat mot lic, dam chim trong y nghi nao dé. “Anh con khong
biét vi sao Lorcan xuat hién trong doi anh,” cudi cung anh néi. “Sy thyc la
thé. Ngoanh di ngoanh lai anh da thay anh ta. L 1t & d6.” “Y anh 14 sao?”

“Cu0c hon nhan cuia anh ta d6 vo0 bon nam vé tredc. Anh ta lén
Staffordshire & vdi cha anh. Cling khong sao; triedc gio hai ngudi ho van than
thiét, vi bon anh ngay xwa la ban hoc. Nhung dung mot cai da thay Lorcan
lam ¢6 van cho cha anh va cé chan trong cong ty va roi diéu khién tir A dén
Z. Em phai thay anh ta cung cha anh, cdp ke nhau di khap noi, vé du thit ké
hoach, cho anh hoan toan ra ria.”

“Nghe that dang sg,” t6i thong cam noi.

“Hai nam tredc moi chuyén 1én t6i cwc diém.” Anh noc sam banh. “Anh
nho trai di luén. Mat tich hoan toan. Anh can tim lai chinh ban than minh.
Lam ho sg cudng 1én. Con bao canh sat nita.” Anh xoe hai tay. “Anh chang
bao gid cho ho biét minh di dau. Sau day thi ho cv x&* c@ nhw anh la mot
thang than kinh mong manh dé v&. Cha anh va Lorcan lai cang khang khit
hon nita. Ro6i thi cha anh lan dung ra chét...”

Giong anh c6 vé té tai lam da t6i nhot nhat. “Con Lorcan van & lai cong
ty?” t0i liéu héi. “Thi con di dau nita? Trai chiéu hoa cho ngoi. Lwong t6t,
nha riéng trong khuon vién biét thy - 6n dinh hét r6i.”

“Anh ta khong c6 con a?”

“Khong.” Ben nhtn vai. “Chac 1a ho chwa kip t6i vu d6. Hodac khong coi
trong chuyén c6 con.”

“Vay thi sao anh khong lang 18 dudi anh ta di la xong?” T6i dang dinh
quang cao mot cong ty ludt t6i quen, chuyén nghé khéo léo dwa tién nhan
vién, nhung Ben c6 vé khong dé tam.

“Lorcan ct twéng cai gi anh ta cling biét ro nhat!” Loi 1é buot ra thanh mot
dong 1{i cam tirc. “Rang anh nén lam gi v&i doi minh. Nén lam gi véi cong ty
cta minh. Nén hgp dong vGi cong ty quang cdo nao. Nén trd cho dam lao
cong bao nhiéu. Nén dung loai gidy gi la t6t nhat cho cai khi gi... anh khong
biét nita, nhat ky dé ban h.” Anh thé hat ra. “Con anh thi khong biét cau tra
10i. Thé la anh ta thang.”
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“Pay dau phai chuyén thang thua,” t6i n6i, nhung nhan ra Ben dang khong
dé tam.

“C6 lan anh ta con tich thu dién thoai cua anh gitta ch6é dong ngwai, vi anh
ta nghi anh da hanh xtr khong hop 1€.” Ben dang chay bung vi thu ghét.

“Nghe nhu la qudy réi ay!” t6i ndi, choang vang. “Anh khong c6 quan ly
nhan s nao hiéu qua a?” “Co.” Nghe giong Ben hon doi. “Nhuwng ba do sap
nghi r6i. Ma dang nao ba dé ciing chang n6i gi Lorcan dau. Ai cling yéu anh

»

ta.

Lang nghe vu nay tir gbc do cong viéc, toi thay kinh hodng. Nghe c6 vé réi
beng hét ca. T6i chi muon kiém ngay to gidy r6i vach ra ké hoach hanh dong
nam diém dé Ben diéu khién Lorcan hiéu qua hon, nhwng day khong han la
deé tai quyén rii cho tuan trang mat.

“N6i em nghe,” thay vao do toi bao, giong diu dang va du do. “Ho6i mat
tich anh di dau?”

“Em thyc tinh mudn biét ha?” Ben mim cwoi giéu cot, la lung. “Khong
phai diém sang trong doi anh dau.” “N6i em nghe.” “Anh di hoc tau hai & cho
Malcolm Robinson.” “Malcolm Robinson?” T6i tro mat. “That ha?”

Tbi cudng Malcolm Robinson. Ong &y hai kinh khiing khiép. Ong &y dién
chwong trinh hai ngan cyc ndi tiéng, c6 lan tdi con dén xem tryc tiép &
Edinburgh.

“Anh mua giau tén goi bai hoc trong mot budi dau gia tir thién. Von chi cé
hai ngay cudi tuan, nhung anh nan ni 6ng ay kéo dai ra thanh mot tuan. Ton
ca gia tai. Dén hét tuan, anh yéu cau 6ng dy noéi thang cho anh biét, anh cé ti
tai nang nao khong.”

Im lang. Long toi da thop lai trede vé mat anh.

“Thé...” Cudi cung t6i ndi, r6i hang giong. “Thé ong ay...”

“Ong ay bao khong.” Ben ngét 10i, giong trong réng. “Néi rat thing. Bao
anh bd cudc di. Ma thuc té€ la 6ng dy gitp anh. Tt hoi d6 dén gio anh chwa
bao gio pha tro cwdi lan nita.” T6i nhan mat. “Chac phai kho nao lam.”

“Phai, diéu do6 lam ton thwong long kiéu hanh cta anh.” “Thé anh, bao 1au
réi...?” Toi ngirng 101 ling bing. Khong biét phai dién dat thé nao. May la
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Ben da nam dugc y chinh.

“Bay nam.”

“Anh cit thé bé cudc thdi a?” “U.” “Va khong ai biét hét? Cha anh?
Lorcan?”

“Anh ct nghi ho sé dé y thay anh thoi khong dién nita va hoi xem tai sao.
Ho cha bao gio héi.” Vé ton thwong trong giong anh nghe khong lan di dau
duwgc. “Anh chang cé ai khac dé ma... em hiéu day. Ké chuyén ca.”

Bat do, t6i vGi 14y tay anh, siét that chat. “Gid thi anh c6 em r6i,” toi diu
dang noi. “Ké chuyén cho em.”

Anh siét chat tay t6i va mat chiing t6i xoan ldy nhau. Trong mot phut toi
thdy minh véi anh hoan toan hoa hgp. Roi thi hai nguwdi boi dén don dia tém
di; chung toi buodng tay, bua chu da bi pha vo.

“Tuan trang mat la thwong, nhi?” téi dua cot.

“Anh cling khong biét nita. Anh bat dau thay thich day.”

“Em cling thé.” T6i khong khoi bat cwdi. “Em gan nhw mirng la tinh hinh
lai di thé nay day. It ra ching ta s& khong quén ni.”

Ma duing la t6i nghi thé. Néu khong phdi vi tai va trong phong ngu kia, rat
c6 thé ching t6i sé khong ngoi day uong rugu va cé thé t6i sé chang bao gio
dugc biét nhitng diéu d6 vé Ben. That buon cudi 1a déi khi sy viéc xay ra nhw
thé. To6i dwa chan dwéi ban quan lay chan Ben va bat dau di ngén cai doc dui
anh, nhung anh lac dau quay quay.

“Pirng,” anh git nhe. “Um. Khéng chiu dwoc dau. Qua kich thich.” “Thé
lam sao ma anh chiu dung dwgc qua vu mat xa doi day ha?” t6i gheo. “Bang
cach bao ho hdy xong trong ding mwoi phit va roi dé ching ta dugc & riéng
tuyét d6i v4i nhau,” anh dap lai rat nghiém tic. “Anh san sang boa that hau.”

“Con mot tiéng.” To6i nhin dong hé. “Khong biét ho dung dau gi?”
“Chuyén dé tai khac di, dirng n6i dén dau.” Trong anh that cang thang. “Tha
cho anh di.” T6i khong nén dugc cudi. “OK, cé dé tai khac ngay. Bao gid thi
ta di tham lai nha khach? Mai nhé?”

To6i vira phan khich, lai vira kinh s@ trwéc dy dinh di tham lai nha khach.
Pay la noi ching t6i gap nhau. Day la noi vu chay xdy ra. Pay la noi cudc
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doi toi thay doi. Pay la noi tat ca xdy ra. Tat ca chi trong mot nha khach bé
xiu t muwoi lam nam trede. “Ngay mai.” Ben gat dau. “Em sé phai nhao 10n
doc bai bién cho anh xem day.” “C6 chiz.” T6i mim cuwdi. “Con anh phai nhdy
lan tr hon da.” “Va ro6i ching ta sé tim dén cai hang ngay xwa hay chui
vao...” Ca hai ching t6i da cwoi, mat mo di, dam trong ky niém.

“Xuwa em hay mdc may cai quan so6c nhudom bé ti xiu,” Ben néi. “Lam anh
muon phat r6.” “Em c6 mang di day,” to6i thi nhan. “Khong thé nao!” Mat
anh sang lén. “Em van gitt, tr d6 d6 dén gio.” “Em ddng la thién than.” To6i
mim cuwdi ranh manh dap lai, thdy ham muén da vot tan troi. Oi Chda oi. Lam
sao t6i doi noi mot tiéng day? Giét thoi gian bang cach nao bay gio? “Em bao
cho Fliss biét tinh hinh chiing minh da.” T6i nhat dién thoai, bam tin ngan:

Biét sao ko? BON E THANG ROI!!! Moi thit déu tuyét tran. Ben vdi e
thanh mdt doi cyc dinh. Vui ko chiu duge. Toi khong kim dwge nu cuoi khi
bam. Chi sé khong tin vao mat minh cho ma xem! Thyc t€ 1a tdi hy vong tin
do6 lam chi vui Ién mot chat. Lic ndy giong chi (tc ché qué chirng. T6i khong
biét dang c6 chuyén gi nita. Hitng chi, t6i thém vao mot doan:

Hy vong c cling dang c6 ngay vui. Moi tht OK chi?? L xxx
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Chuong 16
%

Khong c6 gi dang ché vé Sofia, Bungari. Pay la mot thanh pho tuyét voi. To6i
da dén day nhiéu lan roi. Thanh phd ty hao v6i nhitng nha thd xinh dep,
nhitng bao tang hap dan va chg sach ngoai trgi. Nhung day khong phai noi
toi muon dirng luc 6 gio chiéu, vira néng, vira chdy mé héi va ra rugi, cho
hanh ly thd xudng bang chuyén, trong khi dang ra t6i phai & ddo Ikonos Hy
Lap.

Piém cong duy nhét trong tinh huéng nay: t6i khong do toi dugc cho
Daniel. Lan nay thi khéng. Chuyén nay dit khoat 1a do s6 phan/dy tinh cta
Chda. (Cam on lam 1am, Chua a. Cé phdi la vi cau néi trong 16p gido ly hoi
con muwoi mot tudi khong? Lic doé con chi dua thoi.) Mac du thyce té 1a toi rat
muon do toi cho Daniel ngay lic nay. Cu thé hon nita la t6i muén da han mot
cu. Nhung khong dugc, toi sé da cai xe day hanh ly vay.

Pam dong bu quanh bang chuyén vay dén nam 16p. Khach doi hanh ly tw
may chuyén khac nhau, khong ai cé vé tuoi tinh, ban dong hanh cua toi trén
chuyén bay 637 t&i Tkonos lai cang khong. Khéng mdy miéng cuoi. Khong
may 10i cudi dua cham choc. Sofia & Bungari, khi a. Nghi ma xem. Hang
nam troi di cong tac khap noi vi da tao cho t6i mot tam thé kha Thién vé cac
hang hang khong, vé viéc hodn chuyén va nghén mach, nhung phéi n6i vu
nghén mach lan nay thudc loai kinh dién. Khong c6 chuyén chiing t6i ha
canh, dwa tién ba cu toi nghiép di bénh vién, r6i nang no tiép tuc hanh trinh.
Khoéng dau. Phai tim hanh ly cua ba cu da, va r6i mai khong chen dwgc mot
suat cat canh, roi héa ra mot dong co lai gap truc trac. Két qua cudi cung la
mot dém nghi lai khong theo ké hoach tai Sofia. Ching t6i dugc xép cho &

https://thuviensach.vn



khach san Néc Thanh Phé. (Ciing khong té, bon sao, bar trén mai kha tuyét,
nhuw t6i nhé.)

“Cuaa minh kia!” Noah hét 1én dén lan thit nam chuc. N6 da toan nhan vo
tat cd va li mau den hién ra trén bang chuyén, bat chip sy tinh la va li cia
ching t6i c6 quai dé rat bat mat va gio han da di qua nta duwong dén
Belgrade. “Khong phai dau, Noah,” t6i kién nhan néi. “Cho tiép di.” Mot ba
nao dé giam nghién l1én ngdén chan céi, va téi dang c6 nhd ra cau chiti nao doé
bang tiéng Bungari thi dién thoai bao tin nhan, t6i 1y ra khai tui.

Biét sao ko? CHUNG E THANG ROI!!! Moi thit déu tuyét tran. Ben véi e
thanh moét doi cyc dinh. Vui ko chiu duoc ;) Hy vong c cling dang c6 ngay
vui. Moi thit OK chit?? L xxx

T6i choang dén noi trong thodng chdc khéng nhiic nhich néi. Ching n6
thang? Lam thé quai nao ma lai thang dwgc? “Ai thé?” Richard da thay toi
xem dién thoai. “C6 phai Lottie khong?” “O, phai.” Téi con chwa lai hon dé
ma néi doi. “Co ay bao gi? Co ay da nhan ra minh pham sai lam chwa?” Mat
cau ta hdo hitc dén noi rudt téi quan lai. “Chac la ho choi d6 hong ca?” “Thuc
ra la...” T6i ngan ngtr. Bao cho cau ta thé nao bay gio? “Thuyc ra la ho thang.”
Mat cdu ta toi sam lai, nhin toi tran tr6i. “Ho thang?” “Co vé thé.” “Nhung toi
twong ho khong biét gi vé nhau.” “That ma!” “Chi bao ho sé thua be bét.”
Richard chuyén qua giong budc toi. “Toi biét!” Toi dap, thay byc minh. “Thé
nay, toi chac la phai c6 1y do nao day. Chac la t6i hiéu nham cai gi. Dé toi goi
n6.” Toi bAm phim tat goi Lottie va quay di. “Fliss?” Chi nghe mét chit do t6i
cling thady n6 dang lang lang dén mitc nao. “Chiic mirng!” t6i cd hoa giong
cho gidng n6. “Em... em thang ha?” “Cé cuc ky khong?” giong né han hoan
tot bac. “Gia ma chi dugc xem tan mat, Fliss a! Ching em nhap vai dé thi!
Ching em lam Dirk va Sally, chi biét khong, trong cai phim ngay xwa ching
em xem suot ay?”

“0,” tdi béi 61 dap. “Kinh.”

“Ching em dwgc qua tang la mot budi mat xa déi trén bai bién, chi thay co6
tuyét khong? Gio thi ching em dang an mung day, em vira an mon canapé
tom hum ngon nhat trén doi va sam banh nita. Va ngay mai chiing em sé quay
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lai nha khach dé. Roi Ben con viét tho tinh cho em bang tiéng Phap nita.” N6
thd dai man nguyén. “Pung la mdt tuan trang mat hoan hdo.”

T6i tron mat nhin dién thoai, cang lic cang khiép hai. S&m banh? Tho tinh
tiéng Phap? Tuan trang mat hoan hao?

“0.” T6i dang 6 binh tinh. “Dung 1a... ngac nhién that.”

Nico dang lam céi quéi gi vay? Ong ta ngu gat rdi chic?

“U, lic dau thi that kinh khing khong chiu duge!” Lottie cudi sung suwéng.
“Chi khong twéng twong dwgc dau. Bon em con chua... chi biét day. Chwa
lam gi cd. Nhung khong hiéu sao cai dé khong quan trong nita.” Giong né diu
xubng triu mén. “C nhu la tat cad nhitng khung hoang dién r6 ay da dwa em
vdi Ben dén gan nhau hon.”

Nhitng khuing hodng da dwa chiing n6 gan nhau hon? T6i da dwa chiing n6
gan nhau hon?

“Tuyét voi!” Giong toi the thé. “Thé tot qua! Vay cudi cung quyét dinh
cudi Ben la ding dan h?”

“Mot ngan lan ding,” Lottie say swa dap.

“Tuyét! Nhat em r6i!” To6i nhan nhé mat mdi, c6 tw duy xem buéc tiép
theo phai thé nao. “Cé diéu la... chi vira nghi vé Richard. Khong biét hién gio
cau ay ra sao. Em c¢ lién lac vGi cau dy khong?”

“Richard?” Cai giong chat xit cta n6 suyt nita lam toi thung mang nhi.
“Lam sao ma em phai lién lac v&i Richard? Anh ta da bién khéi doi em mai
mai r6i, em w@c gi minh chwa bao gio gap phai anh ta!”

“A.” T6i co mili, c6 khong nhin ra phia Richard. Tdi hy vong cau ta khong
nghe thay.

“Chi c0 tin la em da suyt bay qua Pai Tay Duong chay theo anh ta khong?
Anh ta thi sé khong bao gid bé cong dén thé vi em. Khong bao gio.” Giong
no6 chua chat dén noi lam t6i co lai. “Anh ta khong c6 lay mot giot lang man
trong mau!”

“Chi tin la c6!” t6i vac lai trwdce khi kip ngan minh.

“Khong cd,” n6 kién quyét ndi. “Chi biét em nghi gi khong? Anh ta chwa
bao gio yéu em ca. Ma chac bay gi¢ anh ta da quén béng em roi.”
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To6i nhin sang Richard - néng birc, nhé nhai mo6 hoéi, cwong quyét - va chi
muon gao 1én. Gia ma no biét.

“Ma du sao thi, Fliss a, em nghi chi nhac dén Richard la kha vo duyén
ddy,” n6 gay gat noi thém.

“Xin 16i,” t6i voi vang nhtin. “Chi chi nghi thanh tiéng thoi. Chi ming la
em dang vui.”

“Em dang ¢ trén may,” né khang dinh. “Ching em dang tro chuyén tam sy
va lap ké hoach... a ma nay. Cai tén ma chi ngu cung ay. Lorcan ay.”

“O? Anh ta thi sao?” “Tén d6 c6 vé ding 1a 4&c mong day. Chi nén tranh xa
héan ta. Chi van chwa gap lai han ta chit, phai khong?” Theo ban nang t6i liéc
vé phia Lorcan, dang ditng gan bang chuyén va nhong nhong Noah trén vai.
“0... khong nhiéu 1dm,” tdi tranh né. “Sao vay?” “Pay la mot tén ngao man
kinh khting. Chi biét hin 1am viéc & cong ty Ben khong? O, hin ta kiéu nhw
tan dugc cha Ben dé kiém cho lam ay, va gio thi han ta dugc trai chiéu hoa
cho ng6i va han ta dang nam quyén kiém soat tét ca, lai con dinh diéu khién
ca Ben ntta.”

“Q,” tdi dap, kinh ngac. “Chi khong biét gi ca. Chi ct twéng ca hai 1a ban
be.”

“O, ban dau em ciing nghi thé. Nhung Ben ghét hin ta 1dm. Hinh nhu c6
lan han ta con tich thu dién thoai ctia Ben giita cho dong nguwoi nita co!”
Giong no trao lén phan uat. “C nhw thay gido khong bang dy. Thé c6 kinh
khting khong? Em bao Ben phai kién han t6i quay rdi! Roi lai con ca dong
chuyén khac nita. Vay nén hita v6i em chi dirng cé di mé han hay gi nhé.”

T6i cwdng lai y mudn cwoi nhat. Kha nang cao lam day. “Chi sé co,” toi
néi. “Con em thi hita véi chi la hdy... 0... tiép tuc ky nghi tuyét voi nhé.” Toi
muon can vao ludi minh khi néi cau nay. “Ké hoach tiép theo 1a gi?” “Mat xa
doi trén bai bién,” n6 hén hd dap. Ting sgi co trén nguwdi toi cang 1én canh
giac. “O.” T6i nudt nuwde bot. “Vay 1a khi ndo? Chinh x4c dy?” T6i da bat dau
soan trong dau bai tong si va danh cho Nico. Chuyén gi xdy ra day? Sao 6ng
ta lai bé tré thé dugc? Sao chiing no lai uéng sim banh va an tom hum? Sao
ong ta dam cho phép Ben viét tho tinh bang tiéng Phap? Ong ta phai nhay
vao giat lay bt chu.
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“Ntra tiéng nita,” Lottie no6i. “Ngudi ta xoa bop bang dau roi dé minh & lai
rieng v&i nhau. No6i thuc v6i chi, Fliss a.” N6 ha giong. “Ben vd&i em dang
cho chay dai ra day.”

To6i thi dang muon nhdy tung tung vi sot rudt. K€ hoach dau phai la thé
nay. Toi thi ket & Sofia khon nan con né véi Ben thi sap lam mét dita trén bai
bién, hién nhién sé dat tén la “cu Bai” va roi sé thi danh nhau chi chét & toa
an khi moi th tan tanh. Ngay khi vira chao tam biét, t6i bdm phim tat goi
Nico. “Sao?” Richard lap tic hoi. “Tinh hinh thé nao?” “Tinh hinh la: t6i
dang hoan toan lam chu tinh hinh,” t6i dap gat khi hop thw thoai tra 10i.
“Chao Nico, Fliss day. Ta can néi chuyén cang s6m cang tot. Goi cho t6i nhé.
Bye.” “Thé Lottie n6i gi?” Richard gang hoi khi t6i tat may. “Ho c6 thang
khong?” “Co vé la thé.” “Thang khon.” Gid cau ta thd hong hoc. “Thang
khon. Han biét gi vé c6 ay ma t6i khong biét? Han c6 cai gi ma toi khong c6?
Tri toa lau dai, tat nhién...” “Richard, thoi di!” t6i cdu kinh bat ra. “Pay
khong phai la thi dau!”

Richard nhin t6i nhw thé dang nhin dita ngu nhat tirng song trén doi. “Tat
nhién day la thi dau,” cau ta néi.

“Khong, khong phai!”

“Fliss, moi thit trong cudc doi nguoi dan ong déu la thi dau!” Cau ta bat
ngo bung ra. “Chi khong nhan ra a? T thoi diém lam thang nhoc 1én ba ditng
té Ién twong cung dam ban, tat cd moi diéu nguwoi ta ban tam la: Minh cé 16n
hon n6 khong? Minh c6 cao hon khong? Minh c6 thanh dat hon khong? Vo
minh c6 quyén rii hon khong? Thé nén tdi ltic c6 mot thang khon déo miéng
bay mdy bay riéng t&i cudbm mat c6 gai minh yéu - thi c6, day la thi dau.”

“Cau con khong biét anh ta c6 may bay riéng khéng ma,” ngung mét lic
toi noi.

“T6i doan.” Im lang mot Iic. Du khong muodn, téi cling dang tham cham
diém Richard do v&i Ben trong dau minh. Um, trong mét t6i thi Richard
thang - nhung mat khac t6i chwa bao gio gap Ben.

“O, OK. Ct cho 13 ciu ding di,” cuéi cung tdi néi. “Vay cai gi tinh 1a
thang? Vach dich & dau? N6 da lay ngwoi khac ro6i. Vay khong phai cau da
thua roi sao?” T6i khong mudn tan nhan - nhung day la sy thurc.
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“Khi nao t6i da cho Lottie biét tinh cAm thirc ctia minh... ma c6 ay van tir
chéi,” Richard cwong quyét néi, “lic do toi sé thua.” Long t6i xao xuyén vi
thong cam véi cau ta. Cau ta dang dat cwgc chinh minh r6i. Khong ai c6 thé
bdo cau ta dang di ctta dé dwoc. “OK.” T6i gat dau. “U, cau biét toi sé& b
phiéu phe nao ma.” T6i bép chdt vai cau ta. “Gio thi ho dang lam gi?” Cau ta
liéc dién thoai cta t6i. “Cho to6i biét ho dang lam gi di. T6i biét la co ay cé
noi voi chi ma.”

“Ho vira uéng sam banh va an tom hum xong,” t6i lvdong ly dap. “Va Ben
vira viét tho tinh cho n6 bang tiéng Phap.”

“Tiéng Phap?” Richard trong nhu vira bi thiic dau gbi vao bung. “Thang
khon déo queo.”

“Va ho dy dinh ngay mai sé quay lai nha khach,” t6i noi thém, vira luc
Lorcan lai gan. Anh ta va Noah dang kéo theo ba cai va li. “Kha lam, hai chu
chau! Thé la da hét r6i.” “High-five nao,” Noah nghiém chinh néi v&i
Lorcan, r6i dap vao ban tay anh ta dang chia ra.

“Nha khach a?” Richard trong con choang voang hon tredc tin méi nay.
“Nha khach ho da gap nhau dy a?”

“Chinh né.”

Cau ta con nhan hon nita. “C6 ay ¢ noi lién hoi vé cai cho dy. Myc chién
bo cé thé gidi khong sanh kip. Bai bién vang vé chang bai bién nao bang. Co
lan t6i dwa c6 ay dén tan Kos, thé ma c6 ay chi n6i moéi mot diéu la khong
bang cai nha khach ay.”

“Qi troi 0i, cai nha khach dy.” Lorcan gat dau dong tinh. “T6i ghét chd &y.
Néu phai nghe thém lan nira bai ca tung ctia Ben vé cai budi hoang hon du
khién nguoi ta thay doi han dau 6c...”

“Lottie cling no6i ludn miéng vé hoang hon.” Richard gat dau. “Va ve

) <«

chuyén ca dam day tw binh minh di tap yoga cai déech...” “... va lai con ban

be...” “... khong khi...”
“Va bién & day la bién trong nhat, lam nhat, hoan thién nhat trong tat ca
cac thtr goi la bién trén doi,” toi hua theo va ddo mat. “Cit nghi réi ho cling
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phai 16n 1én di chit.” “Cai cho chét tiét,” Lorcan binh pham. “T6i wdc giad ma
no da chay trui,” Richard thém.

Ca ba ching t6i nhin nhau, mé@ cd trong bung. Khong gi bang c6 mot ké
thu chung.

“Vay thi ta di thoi,” Lorcan néi. Anh ta chia cai tay cam va li c6 banh xe
ra va toi toan cam lay thi c6 dién thoai. T6i xem s6 nguwdi goi: Nico. R6t
cudc. “Nico! Ong & dau thé!” “Fliss! Tbi biét c6 dang nghi gi, va tdi hét stic
ho then...” Thay 6ng ta vira bat dau mat bai xin 16i dai dong, r6i ram, t6i voi
ngat ngang. “Ta khong c6 thoi gian cho nhitng chuyén dé dau. Ching sap vao
cudc trén bai bién roi. Ong phai hanh dong that nhanh. Nghe day.”
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Chuong 17

S otts

Pay qua that la boi canh hoan hdo cho dém tan hén. Nghi ma xem - bai bién
riéng cho doi ta! May ai duwgc sanh diéu nhu thé chi?

Ching t6i dang & trong cai viing nho nhé kin dao, tr bai chinh phai giam
qua da ké mdi dén dugc, trén mot tang da & ngay bén ngoai dit bién LAM
ON PUNG LAM PHIEN. Hai chuyén vién mat xa dan ching t6i dén day
thanh mot doan n6i du6i nho nhé, theo sau la Georgios va Hermes bung sam
banh va hau, hai thit gid dang nam trén da dgi ching t6i. Con ltic nay ching
toi dang nam trén givong mat xa doi khong 16, dé hai nang chuyén vién tén
Angelina va Carissa xoa bép dau khap nguwoi. Bon bé, nhitng tdm rém trang
phong cang trong gi6, quay ching toi trong mot khong gian hoan toan riéng
tw. Troi thi xanh rwdi regi, cai mau xanh lam bao gid cling chi xuat hién vao
ding mot thoi khac nao do6 ldc dém vira bat dau, nén thom dat trén mat cat
téa ra mui huvong ngot lim. Chim choc liéng vong riu rit goi nhau. To6i nghe
tiéng song dap khe khé 1én mat cét, trong gi6 c6 vi man man. Khung canh mé
hon dén noi t6i c6 cam gidc minh dang song trong mot video ca nhac day
nghé thuat.

Ben duwa tay sang nam tay toi, t6i siét chat dap lai, nhan mat khi Calissa
tdn céng mot diém dic biét ciing dau trén c6. Umm. Ben véi t6i trén céi
giwvong che bat trén bai bién, ma sau day ching toi sé dwgc & riéng hai tiéng
dong ho. May c6 chuyén vién nhan di nhan lai diéu do6. “Hai tiéng,” Angelina
néi khong biét dén lan thi may roi. “Tha ho riéng tw. Quy khach sé dugc thw
gian chung v6i nhau... Moi gidc quan da dugc kich thich... Khong ai dén lam
phién, diéu do6 la bdo dam day.”
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Co nang khong han da nhay mat, nhung cling khong khac gi. R6 rang day
la dich vu xép hinh ngoai trdi, chi c6 ho diéu da khong noi ra trong to roi day
thoi.

Carissa da xt 1y xong co6 toi. Co ta cung Angelina di lai phia dau giwong,
dong thoi bat tay vao xoa bép dau. Cang luc t6i cang thay thw gian hon - thuc
té chac t6i da ngu thiép néu khong phai toan than con dang nhdap nhém vi
thém muon. Chi can nhin thdy Ben tran trui va bong nhay dau bén canh da la
qua da. Chung t6i sé tan dung triét dé tirng phut mot trong hai tiéng ay, t6i thé
ddy. Chung t6i xitng dang cé dugc nhitng gidy phiut mé say hoan hdo. Chi can
anh cham vao la t6i sé no tung...

Keng!

T6i choang tinh khoi con méng. Chang biét tir dau Angelina va Carissa da
lay ra mot d6i chuong nhé giong nhau, dang rung trén dau ching t6i nhw mot
nghi lé.

“Pa xong,” Carissa tham thi, dém khan quanh nguai t6i. “Gid thi moi quy
vi the gian. C@ thoai mai nhé.”

Tuyét! Da xong roéi! Thoi gian kin dao choi nhau oi, chao mi. Qua mi mat
khép ho t6i doi theo Angelina va Carissa rat lui khéi bitc quay. Chang con
nghe am thanh gi trt* may tdm rém vai bong pho phat trong gié. Toi nhin lén
nén troi lam, khong thét dwgce nén 161, mu mi vi khoan khoai va thém muon.
Pay ding la trang thai than diéu nhat toi tirng trdi qua: hau mat xa, tién sex.
“Thé day.” Tay Ben lai siét chat tay t6i. “Rot cudc.”

“Rot cudc.” Toi dinh nhoai sang hén anh, nhung anh nhanh qua. T6i chwa
kip xoay x& thi da thdy anh cuGi Ién nguwdi minh, tay cam mot lo dau nho.
Chéac hdn anh da bi mat thu san réi. Cai gi anh ciing nghi chu dao! “Anh
kh6ng muon ai xoa bép cho em hét ngoai anh.” Anh doc dau 1én vai t6i. Mui
xa hvong that néng nan quyén rii. Toi hit manh sung swéng trong ltc anh cha
xat khap minh t6i, bang nhitng dong tac mau le dit khoat khién toi rung
minh. “Ong biét khong, 6ng rét 1a c6 tai day ong Parr a,” tdi néi, giong run
ray vi thém muén. “Ong hoan toan c6 thé mé spa riéng dwoc.” “Tdi chi mudn
tiép mot c6 khach thoi.” Anh thoa dau téi chom v t6i, 1én khap bung, xuéng
duwdi nita... Toi 1ap téc rén ri vi ham muon. T6i thém anh biét may... “Em
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thich chi¥?” Mat anh nhin cham chd. “Em ngita ngay hét ca ngwdoi 1én roi day.
That khong thé chiu n6i.” “Anh ciling thé.” Anh cti xuéng hoén toi, hai ban tay
chay xuéng gifta hai dui... “Oi troi dat.” T6i hén hén. “Em ngita that roi ddy.”
“Anh cling thé.” “Oai!” T6i khong kim duwgc nhan mat. “Anh biét la em thich
manh tay mot chit ma.” Anh cuwoi khung khuc, nhung t6i khong ré6 minh cé
du strc hua theo khong. T6i dang thay ngita ngay. Cé gi khong 6n roi.

“Ching minh dirng lai mot ti dwgc khong?” Téi day anh ra. Da t6i nhw cé
kién bo khap ngudi. “Em thay hoi rat.” “Rat a?” Mat anh 14p lanh vui thich.
“Cung o1i, ta con chwa bat dau ma.” “Khong cé gi buén cudi cd dau! Pau
lam!” T6i sot rudt nhin xudng tay. Tay toi do wng. Sao thé nay? Ben lai bat
dau xap vao, va t6i gang hét sirc cat tiéng rén khi doi moéi anh dui dan xudng
c6 t6i. Nhung thue tinh day chi la tiéng rén vi dau dén. “Thoi!” cubi cung toi
tuyét vong noéi. “Tam nghi! Em thdy minh nhv dang boc chay ay!” “Anh
cling thé,” Ben phi pho. “Em néi that ddy! Em chiu théi! Nhin em di!”

Cudi cung thi Ben ciing tach ra ma quan sat toi, mat m¢ di vi ham mudn.
“Em rat dep,” anh noéi gon. “Pep tuyét tran.”

“Khong hé! Em do hét ca 1én r6i.” Toi nhin hai canh tay, cang lic cang
hodng. “Ma lai con sung 1én nita chir! Nhin nay!”

“Hai cai nay thi ding la dang sung lén r6i.” Ben d& mdt bén ngyc toi vé
tan thwdng. Anh khong nghe thay t6i noi gi a?

“Oa4i!” T6i bé tay anh tranh ra. “Nghiém tic ddy. Em nghi minh bi di (tng
roi. Anh dung dau gi day? Khong phai dau lac ch? Anh biét la em bj di (tng
lac ma.” “Chi 1a dau théi.” Ben c6 vé tranh né. “Anh ciling khong biét & trong
c6 gi.” “Anh phai biét chit! Lic mua anh phai nhin nhan chi#.” Im lang mot
thoang. Ben trong c6 vé hon doéi, nhw vira bi t6i bat qua tang. “Khong phai
anh mua,” cudi cung anh néi. “Nico dwa cho anh, qua ting cta khach san.
Pay la cong thitc pha ché ddc truyén caa khach san hay gi day.”

“Oi.” T6i khong thé khong thdy that vong. “Ma anh khong hé kiém tra a?
Du anh biét em bi di ¢ng?” “Anh quén mat, OK?” Ben c6 vé roi tri. “Anh
khong thé nhé tirng ti chuyén vat vanh dugce!” “Em khong nghi chitng di (tng
cta vo anh lai c6 thé xép vao ‘ti chuyén vat vanh’ dwgc!” Toi néi khung, cam
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thdy noi thoi thic bat thuwong chi mudn danh anh. Moi chuyén dang ém a thé
co ma. Tai sao anh phadi di trat day thi dau lac hac am 1én nguoi téi chir?

“Nay, c6 thé néu minh chon géc hgp ly em sé khong bi dau qua dau.” Ben
tuyét vong nhin quanh r6i day réem. “Th ditng 1én may tang da kia xem.”

“OK.” Toi cling dang non néng nhw anh mudn tim cach thuan tién. Néu
giam toi thiéu tiép xtc da thit... T6i treo 1én khdi da, c6 khong qua nhan nho.
“Oi...”

“Khong phai nhw thé...” “O&i! Thoi!” “Thw phia kia xem...” “C6 khi anh
quay mot ti... Ai!” “Pay 1a mili em a?” “Khéng duwoc dau,” toi néi sau khi
tudt khoi tang da dén lan thit ba. “Em c6 thé thir quy trén vach da néu co
dem...”

“Hay la trén mép givong...” “Hay dé em lén trén... Khong! Oi! Xin 16i.”
T6i nhan mat. “Nhung ding la dau khong chiu n6i.” “Em c6 vat chan 1én co6
duwgc khong?” “Khong dugc,” toi tic toi dap. “Anh lam duwgc khong?”

Cam hing da tan sach trong ltic ching toi thit hét dong tac ky quai nay
sang dong tac ky quai khac. T6i thé ca ra dang mom, khong phai vi thich thu.
Pén lic nay da t6i da béng khap ro6i. Toi dang can boi kem nwéce 1am diu, cuc
ky gdp. Nhung toi cling can sex nita. That khong thé chiu néi. T6i (tc muén
phat khoc. “Nao!” t6i qué mang ban than. “Minh da tirng 14y tay rang roi.
Minh cé thé lam duge.” “M6 rang ham?” Ben trong gian diéng nguoi. “Sex
v6i anh giong nhu 14y tay rang 4?” “Em khong dinh néi thé.” “Em tranh né
sex vOi anh sudt cad ky nghi r6i,” anh nat, dot nhién n6i néng. “Nghi xem,
trang mat kiéu quai gi ch?”

Loi budc t6i vo ly dén mitc téi co rim cad nguwdi vi soc. “Em dau cé tranh
né!” t6i hét Ién. “Em cling mudn nhw anh mudén ch, nhvng ma... Em dau
qua...” Toi tuyét vong nghi cac phwong an. “Hay minh thit sex kiéu tam linh
dugc khong?”

“Kiéu tam linh?” Gigng Ben nghe hét sirc khinh bi.

“0, thi n6 ciing c6 ich véi Sting.” T6i thdy mat minh da & nwdc vi that
vong. “Miéng em c6 bi dau khong?” Ben hoi, giong cé phan hy vong. “Cé,
dau vao ca mo6i em. Pang nhirc hét 1én day.” T6i hiéu y anh. “Xin 16i.”
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Ben g& chan khdi chan toi r6i do sam xudng giwong, vai so lai. Du khong
muon, toi cling thdy nhe nhom vi khong bi anh co vao ngwdi nita. Pung la tra
tan.

Mot lic 1au ching t6i chi ng6i im lim rau ri. Da thit t6i van con sung
phong va dé mong. Trong t6i chac giong hét qua anh dao nhing dwong qua
kho. Nuwdc mat bat dau lan trén mat toi, mot giot roi hai giot.

Anh con khong thém hai di itng c6 nguy hiém cho tdi khong. Y t6i 13, thi
cling khong, nhung ma ciing nén hoi chit. Anh chang phdi ngwdi biét quan
tam lam, phai khong? Lan dau Richard chitng kién t6i bi di (tng lac, anh doi
ché tdi dén phong cap ctru ngay lap tirc. Va ldc nao anh 4y cling can than
kiém tra thyc don nha hang va bao bi cac mén an lién. Anh lic nao cling dé
tam...

“Lottie.” Giong Ben lam t6i muon nhdy dyng vi héi han. Lam sao t6i lai di
nghi vé ban trai cii trong khi dang hwéng tuan trang mat dwgc chii?

“Vang?” To6i quay lai that nhanh, dé phong anh doan ra nhitng suy nghi
trong dau. “Em chi dang nghi vé... khong vé cai gi cu thé ca...”

“Anh xin 16i.” Ben dang rong tay rat chan thanh. “Anh khong c6 y dau,
nhung anh thém em dén chét di dwoc.” “Em ciling thé.” “Chi la khong may
th6i.” “Ching minh hinh nhw khong may nhiéu hon binh thwdng,” t6i do ndo
néi. “Lam sao mot cap maGi cuwdi lai co thé gap tdi chirng ay kiép nan vay
cht?” “Khong phai l1a ‘tuan trang mat’,” anh dua, “ma la ‘tuan v& mat’ thi
dung hon.”

T6i mim cudi tride cau dua dé ec, cdm thay d& hon. {t ra thi anh ciing c6
gang.

“Co thé 1a s6 phan,” t6i néi ma khong thyc nghi thé, nhung Ben da tom
lay cau dé.

“Co thé em ndéi ding. Nghi ma xem, Lottie. Ngay mai chiing minh dinh
quay lai nha khach co ma. Chiing minh sap quay lai noi da & vdi nhau lan dau
tién. C6 thé day maGi ding la noi s6 phan mudn ching minh dwgc dong
phong.”
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“Thé thi s& 1dng man ldm.” Y nghi nay bat dau khién t6i hitng thi. “Ta c6
thé tim dén dang cai goc cii trong cai hang nhé ay.”

“Em van con nhé a?”

“Em sé nhéd dém do sudt doi.” Toi no6i thanh thye. “Pay la mét trong
nhitng ky niém 16n nhét ca doi em.”

“O, c6 thé ching ta sé ghi diém dugc 16n hon nita,” Ben noéi, da vui vé lai.
“Thé em sé phdi nghi choi bao lau?”

“Khong biét nita.” Toi liéc xudng lan da tom hum ctia minh. “Di &ng ciing
nang day. Chac phai dén mai.”

“OK. Vay gio ta bAm ngirng. Bong y khong?”

“Dong y,” toi dap rat biét on. “Twr phut nay ta sé bam ngirng.” “Va dén
mai chuyén sang chay.”

“Va roi tua lai va lai chay.” T6i mim cuwdi tinh quai v6i anh. “Va roi lan
nita. Va lan niva.”

T6i thdy 1o ca hai déu vui han 1én vi ké hoach nay. Ching t6i ng6i ngam
bién, va t6i thay long minh dan da diu lai nho tiéng séng vo déu déu, chi doi
lic ngat quang vi tiéng chim, va tiéng nhac xa x6i ti bai chinh vong dén. T6i
nay c6 nhac séng. Cé thé chdc nita ching tbi sé lwgn ra do, udng cocktail, va
thr nghe mot lat.

C6 vé la chiung t6i da dan hoa r6i. Trong ltic ngbi do, Ben than trong vion
tay ra dang sau, roi gap lai nhw dé 6m lay Iwng t6i ma khong cham vao han.
C nhr la ma 6m. Da t6i cling hoi nhon nhot dap lai, nhung téi khong dé tam.
Moi thu ghét da tan bién; thuyc té 1a t6i con chang nhd vi sao minh lai vira c6
cam giac do nira.

“Ngay mai,” anh néi. “Khong dau lac. Khong quéan gia. Khong dan hac.
Chi c6 ta vGi ta.”

“Ta vé6i ta.” Toi gat dau. Cé thé Ben noi ding: c6 thé tir dau s6 phan da
muon ching t6i lam chuyén d6 ¢ nha khach. “Em yéu anh,” t6i bat chgt no6i
thém. “Cang yéu thém vi may chuyén nay.” “Anh ciling thé.” Anh lai mim nu
Cuoi nira miéng va tim t6i nghen ngao. Va bat giac t6i thay han hoan t6t dinh,
bat chép lan da kién bo va théem muén bi ngung ngang cung cai mat ca chan
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bi sai vi tréo 1én da. Vi sau tat ca thi ching t6i da ¢ day, trd lai véi Tkonos,
sau tirng ay nam. Va dén mai cau chuyén sé trd lai diém bat dau. Ngay mai
ching to6i quay lai noi quan trong nhat trong cudc doi minh: can nha khach.
Cai noi ching to6i tim dwgc tinh yéu, trdi qua nhitng sy kién chan dong va
thay doi s6 ménh minh vinh vién. Ben chia tay nhw dé don tay t6i, va t6i cong
ngon tay dwdi tay anh ma khong cham vao han (ban tay t6i cling dang sung
1én). T6i khong can phai n6i véi anh la chuyén tré lai nha khach quan trong
v&i toi dén thé nao. Anh hiéu hét. Anh hiéu theo 16i khong ai khac trén doi
nay hiéu. Va do chinh la ly do vi sao ching t6i dwgc s6 phan danh cho nhau.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chuong 18

A
Khéng. Khooong!!!! Céi kiéu sén sta nay la thé nao? Ben hiéu em tit trong
gan rudt. Anh dy nghi ddy la do Binh Ménh va em ciling thé. Ching em da
vach ra bao nhiéu ké hoach cho twwong lai. Anh 4y muon tat ca nhitng diéu em
muon. Chac sau nay chiing em sé dén séng ¢ Phap trong mot caigite...

T6i lwét nhanh qua ba tin nhan sau, cang Iic cang that chi.

... khong khi lang man, ra rém trang ngay canh bién, va OK, ding la
khong thanh, nhung cting khong quan trong...... Chung em khong cham vao
nhau nita, nhung em CAM THAY anh &y, c nhw 13 than giao cach cam &y,
chi hiéu khoéng...

... hanh phtc nhat trén doi...

Chiing né con chwa ngt v6i nhau, vdy ma n6 da cam thdy hanh phiic nhat
trén doi. Hr, néu muc dich cta t6i 1a chia ré doi bén thi t6i that bai chdng vo
r6i ddy. T6i da kéo chiing lai gan nhau hon. Gioéi lam, Fliss a. Xuat sac day.

“Moi thit déu OK chit?” Lorcan hoi, nhin vé mat t6i. “Moi thi déu long
lanh,” t6i gan nhuw véc lai, hung ho 14t qua bang thwe don cocktail boc da.

Tam trang toi kho cé thé goi la t6t tir Iic cham dat & Sofia. Va lic nay n6
da lao thang xudng virc. Moi thit da quay ngoat 180 do con toi thi ra roi va ta
lanh trong phong thi khong c6 nuwdc tonic va gio toi lot thom gitta vong vay
gai goi Bungari. OK, c6 thé khong phai tat ca bon ho déu la gai goi Bungari,
toi nhugng bo khi 1an nita dwa mat nhin khap quan bar trén mai. Vai co trong
d6 c6 thé la sifu mau Bungari. Vai c6 khac c6 thé con la nit doanh nhén
khong biét chitng. Anh sang yéu 6t phan chiéu trén khdp mit kim cuong, trén
nhitng ham rang trang béng va khoa that lvng Louis Vuitton. Kho c6 thé goi
la m6t noi khiém ton, cai Néc Thanh Phé nay. Du cling phai ghi nhan, ho biét
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tén toi va toi con khong phai mé miéng doi thang hang nita. Lau lam t6i chwa
@ suite nao bong bay hao nhoang dén mirc nay, véi hai phong ngu dai twdng,
phong khach c6 cd man hinh chiéu phim, va phong tam art-deco ménh méng
op kinh. Co 1€ t6i sé budc phai khoe v&i Lorcan méi dugce. Toi cam thay bung
hoi non nao mot chat. Khong ro tinh hinh gitta toi voi Lorcan dang ¢ chang
nao. Cé thé sau vai ly nita toi sé biét. Quay bar cling kha hao nhoang, ctra s6
kinh cao bang tuwong va ho boi hep chay vong quanh san, lat gach den, tuy
moi gai dep/siéu mau/nit doanh nhan déu dwa mat nhin khinh thi. Trai véi
Noah, n6 dang nhay loi choi doi xudng boi.

“DP06 boi cira con trong va li hét r6i,” t6i n6i phai dén lan thit nam. “Cw dé
né mac quan 16t boi,” Lorcan néi. “Co6 sao dau chi?”

“Phai!” Noah gu lén, mé tit y kién nay. “Quan 16t! Quan 16t!” N6 nhay
tng tung, van con nang dong sau chuyén bay. Cé thé bai cling 1a y hay.
“OK.” To6i nhuwgng bo. “Con mdc quan 16t xuéng bé ciing duwgc. Nhuwng khé
th6i. Pirng lam ban nuwdc 1én ai.” Hao hitng, Noah bat dau 16t do, cau tha virt
quan 4o xuodng dat.

“Me lam on trong h con cai vi,” n6 néi rat nghiém chinh nhw nguoi 16n,
trao cho t6i cai vi dugc tang lic 1én may bay. “Con mudn c6 thé tin dung dé
cho vao ddy,” n6 noi thém.

“Con chwa dén tudi c6 thé tin dung,” t6i dap, gap quan dai cho né roi dat
ngay ngan trén cai ghé dém nhung dai sat twong.

“Cho chau mot cai nay,” Lorcan noi, dwa cho né thé khach hang
Starbucks. “Hét han ro6i,” anh ta bao toi.

“O ké!” Noah reo 1én khodi chi, than trong 16ng vao trong vi. “Chau muén
c6 mot cai vi nich day thé nhw caa bo chau ay.”

To6i dang dinh budng ra mot 16i nhan xét cat thit vé cai vi phong twéng cua
B6 Chau - nhung da ngdm miéng kip. Thé sé la chua chat. Ma gio t6i sé
khong chua chat. Toi sé ngot ngao va twoi sang.

“B0 lam viéc cham chi dé kiém tién,” toi néi giong ngot nhw duong. “Me
con minh can ty hao vé bd, Noah a.” “Xung phong!” Noah dang chay vé phia
bé boi. M4t phit sau né da lao sam xudng bé lam ban 1én mot cot nwdc kinh
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dién. Nwdc gidoi xuéng ngudi mot cd nang tdéc vang vay ngan ngoi gan do
khién c0 ta co nguwdi lai kinh hai lau may giot nwdc dinh trén chan.

“Xin 16i c06,” t6i vui vé hét vé phia c6 ta. “Tai nan nghé nghiép khi ngoi
udng gan bé.” Noah da bat dau boi truon sap theo phong cach dac biét tung
toe va trd thanh dich ngdm ctia nhitng cai nhin phat long tir phia cac ngudi
dep lan cac nang bung bé dep.

“C0O muon ca bao nhiéu rang Noah la ngwoi dau tién trén doi xudng bai &
cai bé nay?” Lorcan thich thu haéi.

Gitra luc chung t6i xem né boi, Richard budc vao phong bar, gitta mot
dam hanh khéach t6i nhén ra la ngudi cung chuyén. Trong cdu ta con 1 rii hon
ca ldc nay nita khién long t6i nhoéi 1én thwong cam. “Chao,” cau ta néi roi lin
nguoi xudng cai ghé dém dai. “Co thém tin gi ctia Lottie chwa?”

“Ro0i, va tin tot 1a hai nguwdi bon ho van chwa lam dwgce gi!” téi néi cho cau
ta vui len.

“Van chwa a?” Lorcan dap ly xuéng danh chat, khong tin vao tai minh.
“Ho c6 gi bat thuong thé?”

“Di ttng v@ van dy ma.” T6i nhdn vai bang quo. “Chuing né boi dau lac gi
ddy lén nguoi Lottie lam con bé bi sung phong 1én.”

“Dau lac?” Richard ngang phat 1én lo lang. “Thé c6 dy c6 sao khong? Ho
c6 goi bac si khong?” “T6i nghi 1a nd 6n. That ddy.” “Vi may cai phan tng
dé co6 khi nguy hiém lam. Ma sao ho lai di dung dau lac, gioi a? Co dy khong
dan truedc a?” “Toi... khong biét,” t6i né. “Cai gi thé?” toi tim cach doi chu
de, hat ham vé phia manh gidy trong tay cau ta. “Khoéng c6 gi dau,” Richard
néi vé chong do trong khi Noah chay tung tang lai gan, ngudi quan khan tam
den rat banh. “Khong c6 gi quan trong dau.” “Thi cling phai la cai gi chit.”

“0... OK.” Richard dwa mét dif tgn hét nhin Lorcan lai sang t6i, nhw thach
ai dam cuoi. “Toi dang thw viét mot bai tho tiéng Phap. Cho Lottie.” “Thé
mai tot chit!” t6i khich 16. “T6i xem c6 duwge khong?” “Van con chira hoan
thanh.” Mién cudng, cau ta dva tg gidy, t6i vuot lai cho thang thém roi hang
giong.
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“Je t’aime, Lottie. Parce que tres hottie.” T6i ngan ngt, khong biét nhan
xét ra sao. “O, cling coi nhw khéi dau...” ““Anh yéu em, Lottie. Vi em la
hottie’?” Lorcan dich thtt, tron xoe mat. “Anh khong dua ddy chii?”

“Lottie rat kho gieo van!” Richad cy lai. “Anh th di!”

“Hay chu néi 1a ‘mo6t di’,” Noah dé nghi. “‘Anh yéu em, Lottie. Trong khi
dang mot di’.”

“Cam on Noah,” Richard cau nhau. “Chu danh gia cao sy giup d& cua
chdu.” “Tho hay ma,” t6i v6i vang chita. “Du sao thi ctia cho khéng bang
cach cho.”

Richard cuwép lai mau gidy tir tay toi va véi lay thye don. Mat ngoai thuc
don viét Cdc ddc san Bungari ngon miéng, bén trong liét ké cdc mén an nhe
va dn vit. “Y hay day. An gi ddy di,” t6i ru ri. “Cau s& thdy dé chiu hon.”
Richard liéc qua to thwc don lay 1€ r6i vay c6 hau ban gan dé, c6 nay mim
cuoi tién lai.

“Thwa ngai? Toi gitup gi duge a?” “To6i c6 vai cau hoi vé ‘cac dac san
Bungari ngon miéng’ ctia cac c6,” cau ta vira ndi vira chia mat vao c6 kia
khong khoan nhugng. “Moén xa lat cd Y. DAy la dic san Bungari a?”

“Thua ngai.” Co gai cwoi twoi hon nita. “Dé t6i hoi lai nha bép.” “Con
mon ca ri ga cay. Pay la dac san Bungari a?”

“Thwa ngai, dé toi héi lai.” Co gai dang ghi chép vao tap gidy. “Richard.”
To6i da cau ta mot cd. “Thoéi di.” “Banh mi kep nuwéng.” Richard van don tiép.
“Pay la dac san Bungari a?” “Thua ngai...” “Khoai tay chién vong. Mon nay
la & ving nao tai Bungari?” Gid thi cd gai da ngirng viét va hoang mang nhin
cau ta. “Tho6i!” t6i rit 1én véi Richard, r6i mim cuwdi vGi co6 gai. “Cam on co
nhiéu. Chiing t6i mudn nghi thém vai phtt nita.”

“T6i chi hoi thoi ma,” Richard néi khi ¢6 ta di. “Xac minh lai cho ro. To6i
c6 quyén xac minh chi, phai khong?” “Chi vi cau khong viét dugc tho tinh
tiéng Phap khong cé nghia cau can xa xudng dau mot c¢6 phuc vu ban vo toi,”
toi nghiém khac noéi. “Ma nita, nhin xem. Mén nham meze. Day ding la dac
san Bungari.” “Day la mé6n Hy Lap.” “Bungari nita.” “C¥ nhw chi biét nhiéu
lam 4y.” Cau ta rau ri nhin thwe don, roi gap lai.
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“Thuc ra to6i nghi minh nén di nga.” “Thé cau khong an gi a?” “To6i sé goi
lén phong. Hen sang mai gdp lai.” “Ngt ngon nhé!” t6i goi vdi theo, cau ta u
am ngodnh lai qua vai va gat dau. “T6i nghiép anh chang,” Lorcan n6i khi
Richard da bién mat khéi tam mat. “Anh ta yéu c6 dy thuc long.” “T6i cho la
thé.” “Khong ai c6 thé viét ra bai tho nhu thé triv khi ho yéu say dam dén noi
mo ca 6c phan xét.” ““Vi em la hottie’,” t6i trich lai, bong duwng muén cuwoi
khuc khich “Hottie a?” “‘Trong khi dang mét di’ con hay hon.” Lorcan
nhuwdng may. “Noah nay, twong lai chau c6 kha nang doat Nobel van chuong
day.”

Noah chay mat ro6i lai nhdy um xudéng ho boi, ca hai ching t6i ngam n6 bi
bom trong nwdc mot luc.

“Cau bé kha lam,” Lorcan n6i. “Théng minh. Thang bang.”

“Cam on anh.” T6i khong nén n6i mim cwdi khi nghe 10i khen. Noah
thong minh that. Du “thang bang” thi t6i cling khong chac lam. Bon tré thang
bang c6 khuéch khoac vé trai tim ghép twdng twogng khong? “N6 céd vé rat
hanh phiic.” Lorcan voc mot nam lac. “Viéc x nu6i con c6 dé chiu khéng?”

Vira nghe chit “xt* nudi con”, radar trong dau to6i da réo am 1 va t6i thay
tim minh dap don 1én, san sang khai chién. Adrenalin tran khap ngudi toi.
Tay t6i cang thang m6 may cai USB. Cac bai dién van theo nhau xép hang
cho tudn ra. Tat ca déu dai, ti man, thiéu dot. Lai nita: t6i chi mudn dam vao
mat ai day.

“Vi may nguoi ban cta toi cling 1am vao canh khing hodng khi gianh
quyén nudi con,” Lorcan néi thém. “O, phai.” Téi dang c6 t6 ra binh tinh.
“Phai. T6i nghi la thé.” Khung hoang ha? T6i muon gao 1én. Anh mudn biét
thé nao la khing hoang khong?

Nhung cung lic giong Barnaby lai vang vang trong tai t6i nhu tiéng
chuong bao dong. Cau da bao du c6 lam gi, cau cling sé khong chua chat.

“Nhung chi thi khdng khé s& gi ch?” Lorcan héi. “Khong hé.” Khong
hiéu tir dau t6i moi ra dugc nu cwoi dé dang, thanh than nhat doi gan 1én moi
minh. “Thuc té 1a moi chuyén déu tron tru va sudn sé. Nhanh gon nita,” t6i
néi thém cho chac chan. “Thoang céi la xong.” “Chi that may.” “That may.”
To6i gat dau. “May vo ké!” “Vay chi va chong cii van hoa hao chi¥?” “Chiing
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toi nhw thé nay nay.” Toi bat chéo hai ngon tay. “That tuyét diéu!” Lorcan
tram tr6. “Thé ma chi that tinh muén ly di anh dy u?” “T6i v cung lay lam
murng khi anh ay tim dwgc hanh phiic véi nguwdi phu nit khac.” Téi mim cudi
ngot x¢t. Tai néi d6i ctia minh da khién chinh t6i cling thay rung minh. Vé co
ban, t6i dang no6i nhung diéu nguwgc chinh xac mot trdm tdm muoi do. Gan
nhu la mot tro choi.

“Va ciling hoa hop vdi nguwdi méi cia anh ta?” “Yéu mén la khac!” “Noah
c6 vay khong?”

“MGt gia dinh 16n hanh phic luén!” “Chi c6 muoén udng thém gi nita
khong?” “Khoéng, tdi ghét lam!” To6i chot nhé ra Lorcan khong biét chiing t6i
dang choi tro choi. “Y t6i 1a muén 1&m,” t6i chita.

Trong lic Lorcan goi boi ban, tdi an vai vién lac va thir xem con bia thém
duwgce cau gi vé ly di khong. Nhung gitta chitng sang tac - Chiing t6i choi
bong ban véi nhau nhé! Daniel con Ildy tén toi ddt cho chdu bé mdi sinh! -
dau t6i c bung nhung. May ngon tay toi cang lic cang nhdy loan quanh céi
USB trén co.

To6i khong thay tro choi cé gi vui nita. Ba tién hién bén trong t6i cang lic
cang nhat hao quang r6i. Ba tién ac thi dang nang nac doi dugc cat tiéng.
“Vay chong chi chac phai t6t lam,” Lorcan noéi sau khi goi xong d6 uong.
“Thi quan hé gitta hai nguwdi mdi dac biét duge nhw thé.”

“Anh dy dung la thién than!” t6i gat dau, rang nghién chat. “Han thé.”
“Anh ay chu dao va t6t bung vo cung!” Gio thi tay t6i dang nam thanh dam
bén swon. “Anh ay hao hoa, quyén rd, vi tha, biét quan tam...” T6i bé lirng.
T6i dang thd doc. Mat t6i con dang n6 dom dém lén day. Khen nggi Daniel
qua c6 hai cho sttc khée; t6i khong thé tiép tuc néi nita. “Anh ay la mot...
mot... mot...” C¥ nhw cai hat hoi ay. Khong thé khong bat ra. “Con ché.” Im
lang mot thodng. Toi thidy vai nguwdi ngoi ban gan day dang to mo nhin qua.
“Con cho theo nghia t6t ha?” Lorcan doan liéu. “Hay la... 6.” Anh da nhin
thdy vé mat toi. “T6i ndi doi day. Daniel la con &c mong cuyc tran doi bat ky
ba vo nao phai déi mat khi ly di, va t6i chua chat lam, OK? T6i chua chat
lam!” Chi néi ra vay thoi cling da khién long t6i nhe nhom. “T6i chua chat tw
trong xwong, toi chua chat tir trong tim, t6i chua chat tir trong mau...” Bat
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chot t6i nhé ra gi d6. “Khoan da. Anh da ngt véi t6i co ma. Anh biét 1a toi
rat chua chat.” Khong thé nao c6 chuyén anh ta khong bat dwgc tin hiéu vao
cai dém ching t6i ¢ v6i nhau. Toi kha cang thang. T6i nghi minh con ludn
miéng chwi thé. “T6i c6 hoi hoi doan ra.” Lorcan nghiéng dau ra hiéu dong y.
“Co phai 1a khi t6i hét, ‘D6 khon kiép, Daniel!” khi 1én dinh khong?” toi
khong cutng duge cau dua, réi phay tay. “Xin 16i. Pua vo duyén.” “Khong
c6 gi phai xin.” Lorcan con khéng chép mat. “Cach duy nhét dé song so6t qua
cac vu ly di la ké chuyén dua v6 duyén. Phai lam gi khi nhan ra sy thiéu vang
ctia c6 vg cii? Ta on gigi.” “Vi sao ly di lai dat do?” toi tw dong dap tra. “bat
la thé nao? Lam gi c6 gia nao qua dat!” “Vi sao dan ong ly di lai tai hén? Vi
mac bénh quén.” Anh ta cho t6i cudi, nhung t6i d@ dam vao suy nghi. Con
thay triéu adrenalin da rut, gio chi con bai cat viong vai day nhitng y nghi cii
ky quen thudc.

“Vién dé la...” To6i quét mii that manh. “Van dé 1a, t6i van chwa soéng sot
qua vu ly di. ‘Song s6t’ c6 nghia la anh van la con ngwoi nhw anh truéce kia,
khong phai sao?” “Vay gio chi 1a con ngwoi thé nao?” Lorcan héi.

“T6i khong biét,” toi néi sau khi ngung mat chut. “Toi thady nhw bén trong
tudt hét ca da. Nhu bi bong do ba dy. Chi c6 diéu khong ai nhin thay.”

Lorcan nhan mat nhung khong néi gi. Anh ta thudc vao s6 hiém ngudi c6
thé chd nghe cho hét.

“T6i bat dau nghi c6 phai minh sap hoa dién khong,” t6i n6i va nhin vao
coc. “Chang 1é Daniel that sy nhin thé gidi theo cach d6? Chang 1é anh ta c6
thé that sy néi nhitng diéu kinh khing do, va chang 1€ moi nguwoi cé thé tin
anh ta? Va t6i té nhat 1a khong cé ai cung chia sé tinh canh ay v&i minh. Ly di
c* nhw mo6t vu no trong vong kiém soat dy. Moi ngudi ditng ngoai pham vi doé
déu OK.”

“Moi nguwoi ditng ngoai.” Lorcan gat lay gat dé. “Ho that dang ghét, phai
khong? Ctr 1ai nhai dung nghi lai chuyén do niva.”

“U1” Tbi gat dau tan dong. “Réi lai con néi ‘Hay nhin vao mit tich cuc! It
nhat co ciing khong bi thwong tat di dang vi tai nan lao dong!’”

Lorcan cuwdi pha l1én. “Nguwoi quen cda chi at han cling la ngwdi quen cta

A9y

tol.
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“T6i chi cau mong mot diéu trén hét la anh ta ra khéi cudc doi t6i.” T6i
thd dai, guc dau vao tay mot choc. “Udc gi co cdi... toi cting khong biét nita.
Thu thudt ndi soi mo 1ay chéng ci.” Lorcan nd nu cuwdi tan thwdng va toi we
mot ngum vang. “Con anh thi sao?”

“Cling tam t6i phét.” Anh ta gat dau. “Co chut cai va vé tién nong, nhung
ching t6i khong c6 con, nhu thé cling don gian hon mot chat.”

“Hai nguoi that may la khong cé con.” “Khong hdn,” anh dap, giong
khong am sac.

“Khong, that day,” t6i khang khang. “Y t6i 13, t&i vu chién ddu gianh con,
thi ddy la ca mot...” “Khong, khong hé.” Giong anh ta chgt thoang x6t xa,
diéu t0i chwa tirng nhan thay, va toi chgt nhan ra minh biét rat it vé doi tu cta
anh ta. “Chung t6i khong lam ndi,” anh ta n6i gon. “T6i khong lam ndi. Va
theo t0i thi chinh chuyén dé gép dén tdm chuc phan tram vao nguyén nhan
tan v3. Ma c cho la mot tram di.” Anh ta néc mot ngum whisky 16n. To6i s6c
dén noi khong biét noéi gi nita. Chi véi vai 10i, anh ta dd md& ra mot cau
chuyén xwra buon ba tdi mirc t6i lap tirc thay c6 16i da kéu ca vé chuyén cta
minh. Vi it nhat t6i van con Noah.

“T6i rat ti€c,” cudi cung toi cling dp ung.

“U. T6i cling thé.” Anh ta ném cho t6i mot nu cudi ché nhao nhung hién
tlr, va toi thady ngay anh nhan ra t6i dang ay ndy. “Mac du, nhu chi néi, néu
vay moi s sé phitrc tap hon.” “T6i khong c6 y...” t0i lap bap. “To6i khong
nhan thay...” “Moi sy 6n th6i.” Anh huo tay. “Moi sy 6n th6i.” To6i nhan ra
giong dy: chinh t6i van thwvong dung. Khong phai moi sy 6n théi: chi la moi
sw nhu thé thoi. “Toi rat tiéc, that day.” To6i ling bing nhac lai. “T6i biét.”
Anh gat dau. “Cam on.”

Mat hoéi 1au ching t6i ngo6i im lang. Cac y nghi lwgn vong trong dau,
nhung t6i khong dam néi véi anh cau nao trong s6 dé. T6i van chwa hiéu
nhiéu vé anh. C6 thé t6i sé 16 y lam anh ta dau long.

Cudi cung thi t6i rut vé tran dia an toan, xa cach la Lottie va Ben.

“Van deé la...” t6i thd ra. “T6i chi mudn ctu em gai t6i khoi cai noi dau ma
ching ta déu da trai qua d6. Thé th6i. Pay la ly do ldc nay t6i dang & day.”
“T6i c6 duge nhan xét mot diém nhoé khong?” Lorcan n6i. Khée miéng anh ta
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giat giat thich tha, va t6i thay anh ta dang muon cai thién khong khi. “Chi con
chwa gap Ben ma.” “T6i khong can gap,” t6i doi dap. “Piéu anh khong nhan
ra la chuyén nay c6 ca mot tién sit. Moi lan Lottie chia tay véi ai d6 1a né lai
di lam mdt viéc ngu si, voi vang, dién ro réi sau dé lai phai tim cach stra
chita. T6i goi day la nhitng Lwa Chon Khong May.” “‘Lya Chon Khong
May’. T6i thich day.” Lorcan nhwéng mdt bén may. “Vay chi nghi Ben 1a mot
Lya Chon Khong May.”

“Hir, anh khong nghi thé a? Y t6i 13, nghi tht xem. Pinh hon sau nim
phut, dv kién s6ng trong mot caigite...”

“Mot cdigite ?” Lorcan tréng kinh ngac. “ Ai ndi thé?”

“Lottie chit ai! N6 cit ban 1én vi chuyén dé. Ching né sé nudi dé va ga réi
tat ca ching ta phai dén tham ching né va an banh mi baguette.”

“Nghe khong c6 vé la Ben chit nao,” Lorcan néi. “Ga a? Chi c6 chac
khong?”

“Pay thay chwa! Y nhuw mot thit gidc mo' c6 tich ngd ngan nao ddy. Roi thi
gidc mo sé v& vun con né thi sé thanh mot & ly hon chua chat y nhw t6i...”
Qua muon, t6i nhan ra minh vira gan nhw hét 1én. May nguwdi ngoi gan do da
liéc lai. “Y nhu t6i,” t6i nho giong nhac. “Va chuyén dé sé la tham hoa.”

“Chi qua nghiém khac véi minh r6i,” Lorcan néi. T6i nghi anh ta chi dang
o tr té thoi. Nhung lic nay t6i khéng cé dau 6c nghe ninh bo.

“Anh hiéu y t6i ma.” T6i chom ngudi t6i. “Anh c6 mong bat ky ai trong s
nhitng ngwoi anh yéu quy phai chui dau vao cai dia nguc ly hén khong? Hay
anh sé tim cach ngan chan?”

“Vay la chi sé roi tir trén troi xudng, bdo c6 ay huy hon di roi cudi
Richard.

Va chi nghi c6 dy sé nghe 10i a?”

Toi lac dau. “Khong phai thé. Tinh c¢ t6i nghi Richard rat tuyét voi va cuc
ky thich hgp véi Lottie, nhwng t6i khong dinh giwong cd Richard ma tién vao
tran dau. Richard sé phai ty giwvong co cho cau ta thoi. To6i thi chi givong co
Purng Bién Boi Minh Thanh Bai Chién Truwong.”
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“Vay dang la troi gidp chi khi ho phéi chiu dung tuan trang mat ac mong
nhu thé,” Lorcan nhuwéng mét bén may.

T&i mot quang lang ngan nhung cang thang trong lic t6i dau tranh xem c6
nén ké ra chién dich bi mat ctia minh khéng - r6i quyét dinh la khong.

“Phai,” t6i n6i than nhién hét sitc c6 thé. “That may.”

Noah lai 1ép bép chay dén, dé lai nhitng ddu chan w6t trén nén tham xam
dam. No6 ric vao dau goi toi, 1ap tirc toi thdy minh nhe bong. Noah mang theo
hy vong bao quanh né nhw mét vang hao quang, moi lan t6i cham dén né la
lai dwgc tham mot chit vao minh.

“Pay nay!” N6 bong dung gio tay vay ai d6. “Ban nay!” “DPay roi.” Mot
co6 hau ban tién lai, bé cai khay bac trén dat c6c kem sundae. “Cho cau linh
nho diing cdm. Chac chi phdi ty hao lam,” c6 ta n6i vdéi toi.

Oi troi oi. Lai nita r6i. Toi mim cudi dép lai, mét té ra vira da kho hiéu,
tim cach giau n6i xdu ho. To6i khong biét 1an nay sé di dén dau. Co thé 1a ghép
tim. C6 thé la thay tiy séng. C6 thé la cin con méi mua. “Luyén tap ba gio
mot ngay!” Co6 ta bop chat vai Noah. “Co that ngudng md quyét tam cua
chéau! Con trai chi vira ké vé viéc tdp gym,” c6 ta bdo t6i. “Hai ngudi dang
nham dén Olympic 2024 phai khong?”

Nu cudi cda toi citng do lai. Tap gym ha? OK, t6i khong thé tri hoan thém
dugc nita. T6i can thue hién Bai N6i Chuyén, ngay tai cho, ngay bay gio.

“Cam on c06,” t6i c6 gang bat ra. “Tuyét voi lam. Cam on co lam.” Ngay
khi c6 hau ban bién mat, t6i quay sang Noah. “Con yéu. Nghe nay. Chuyén
nay rat quan trong. Con biét néi d6i vGi ndéi that khac nhau thé nao, phai
khong?”

“Phéi.” Noah gat dau tu tin.

“Va con ciing biét minh khong nén néi do6i.” “Chi trtv khi can lich sw,”
Noah hua theo. “Nhuw 1a, ‘Chau thich vay cua bac lam!’”

Day lai la dé tai mot Bai Noi Quan Trong khac, tir khodng hai thang truéc,
khi Noah that tha dén kinh hon vé tai ndu nuéng ctia me d& dau. “U. Nhung
noi chung thi...”
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“Hodc la, ‘Banh tdo ngon tuyét!’” Noah da hitng 1én. “Va ‘Chau mudn an
nita, nhung chau no mat r6i!’” “U! OK. Nhung quan trong 13, hau hét moi 1an
ta déu phai ndi that. Chit khong dwgc néi vi du nhue ta d@ mo6 ghép tim, khi
thuc ra khong phai thé.” To6i dang nhin that k§ Noah chd phan &ng nhung né
hinh nhw khéng lay chuyén. “Con yéu a, con chwa titng mé ghép tim, phai
khong?” to6i diu dang néi. “Chwa,” n6 dong y.

“Nhung con lai bdo cac c6 san bay la con mo r6i. Vi sao thé?” Noah nghi
mot ldc. “Vi chuyén dé rat hay.” “U. Pugc r6i. Ta hiy vira ké chuyén hay
vira ké chuyén that, OK? Tw gio trd di, me muoén con noéi that.” “OK.” Noah
nhtin vai ra vé chang c6 gi phdi xoan. “Thé gid con an kem duwgc chwa?” N6
v& 1ay cai thia, xan vao kem, lam vun s6 ¢6 la rac bén trén bay ti¥ tung.

“Lam t6t lam,” Lorcan lang 1€ néi.

“T6i khong biét.” Toi thé dai. “Thyc té 1a toi chang hiéu nita. Sao n6 phai
noi thé chi?”

“Twong twgng phong pha 4y ma.” Lorcan nhin vai. “T6i thay chang phai
lo. Chi lam me gi6i lam,” anh ta néi thém, giong diém nhién dén mic t6i
khong hiéu c6 phai minh nghe nham khong.

“0.” T6i khong biét dap lai thé nao. “Cam on anh.”

“Va chac chi cling gan nhu me cuia Lottie, theo t6i doan?” Cai anh Lorcan
nay kha tinh day.

To6i gat dau. “Me chiing t6i khong gidi lam me lam. Lic nao t6i cling phai
dé mat canh chirng con bé.” “Hiéu roi.” “Anh hiéu that khong?” T6i nhin 1én,
chgt muon biét y nghi that cta anh ta. “Anh c6 hiéu t6i dang lam gi khong?”
“Phan nao co?” “Toan bd.” T6i dang tay that rong. “Chuyén nay nay. Tim
cach cttu em gai t6i khdi 16i 1am 16n nhat doi né. To6i lam ding, hay t6i héa ro
r6i?” Lorcan im lang mot hoi. “T6i nghi chi rat trung thanh va rat biét che
ché em minh va diéu d6 khién t6i kinh trong. Va cé, chi ciing kha dién ro
day.”

“Im di.” Toi x0 vao nguoi anh ta.

“Chi héi day chit.” Anh ta x6 lai va t6i thdy nhuw c6 luéng dién chay qua
nguoi, cung nhitng hinh dnh vut trd lai vé cai dém ctung nhau. Hinh dnh rd nét
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dén mic khién hoi thé toi xao tron. Nhin miéng Lorcan dang cang ra, toi nghi
han anh ta cling dang nh¢ lai chinh cai khodnh khac d6. Gid da toi bat dau
ram ran ntta do nh@ nhung ky ttc, ntra do mong ngong. Chung toi dang @ day:
cd hai nguoi, trong khach san. Chang c6 gi phai ban. Sex la mén qua cta
Chtia, can dugc tin hudng dén mitc tuyét doi. It ra thi ddy 1a 1y thuyét caa toi.

“Vay thi chi cé dugc phong suite 16n khong?” Lorcan hoi, nhuw doc dugc y
nghi toi. “Hai phong ngu,” toi dap khong suy tinh. “Mot cho to6i, mot cho
Noah.”

“A ha.”

“Rong rai lam.”

“A h4.” Mét anh ta dang khéa 14y mét tdi v&i that nhiéu hita hen, va t6i bat
giac rung minh. Tt nhién ching t6i khéng thé titc khac chay 1én lau 16t quan
do nhau. Con mdt tré ngai nho nhé la cdu con 1én bdy dang ngoi canh nita.

“Chung ta... an toi nhé?” Toi dé nghi.

“Duyét!” Noah vira chién xong coc kem, hoa vao cau chuyén chinh xac
ting ly. “Con mu6n an banh kep vdéi khoai ran!”

Mot tiéng sau, ba chiing t6i da thanh toan hét tong cong mot banh mi kep
ran, mot banh kep thuwong, mot bat khoai tay chién, mot bat khoai lang chién,
mot dia tempura tom, ba banh ngot s6 c6 la, m6t gié banh mi day ap. Bén
canh t6i, Noah dang ga gat trén cai ghé dai sat twong. N6 da quay pha tung
birng, chay doc ngang khap phong, két ban vGi cac co gai goi Bungari, thu
hoach nao Coca, nao bimbim va tham chi ca it tién Bungari nita, va rén ri khi
bi toi bat dem tra lai lap tic.

Gio thi mot ban nhac sdu nguwdi dang choi, tat ca say swa lang nghe, va déen
con toi hon ca lic ndy, con toi thi dang lang lang. T6i d@ mém oat ra sau ba ly
vang. Tay Lorcan chéc chdc lai quét vao tay toi. Co6 ca mot dém vang vé ngon
lanh dang cho dgi. T6i gio tay nhat not mau khoai lang cudi cung trong bat
va thoang thdy cai vi 1én may bay quy hoa ctia Noah dé trén ghé canh né. Vi
nich day nhitng thit trong nhu thé tin dung. N6 kiém dau ra nhitng tht dé
vay?
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“Noah?” t0i khé day cho no tinh. “Con yéu, trong vi con dé gi thé?” “Thé
tin dung,” n6 ngai ngu dap. “Con tim thay.” “Con tim thay thé tin dung?”
Mau t6i dong lai. Troi dat oi. N6 da an trom thé cuda ai a? T6i chop 14y vi, lo
so 10i hét dong thé ra. Nhung cudi cung thi khéng phai thé tin dung. Ma la...
“Chia khoa phong!” Lorcan ndi, khi t6i 106i ra chitng bay cai mot lac. Ca cai
vi day nhéc thé khoa dién tir. Phai c6 dén hai chuc cai. “Noah!” t6i lai lac n6
day. “Con yéu, con lay mdy cai nay & dau thé?”

“Pa bdo la con tim thdy ma,” n6 cau kinh néi. “Moi nguwoi dat trén ban,
trén du tht. Con mudn c6 thé cho vao vi...” Mat né lai dang dip lai. T6i nhin
len Lorcan, thé phong trong tay xoe ra nhw bo bai.

“Toi lam g1 bay gio? Toi sé phai tra lai.”

“Tréng cai nao cling nhw cai nao,” Lorcan nhan xét, roi cwoi khay. “Chtc
chi may man.”

“Pirng cwoi! Chang c6 gi buon cuwdi cad! S€ tan loan 1én khi tat ca clung
phat hién ra minh bi nhét & ngoai cho ma xem...” T6i lai nhin dong thé trong
tay va bong nhién cting khut khit cuoi.

“Ctr dat lai thoi,” Lorcan quyét.

“Nhung dat & dau?” T6i nhin quanh cac ban day nhitng ngwoi dep dé an
mac sang trong, ai cling say mé theo déi nhac, hoan toan khong dé y thay t6i
dang kich dong. “T6i con chang biét chia nao cua ai, khong di ra 1é tan héi thi
khong biét dugc.”

“Ké hoach thé nay nhé,” Lorcan quyét. “Ching ta sé rai khap phong nhw
la tritng thé ay. Moi ngwoi déu dang nghe nhac. Khong ai dé y dau.”

“Nhung lam sao ta biét duwgc chia nao cua ai? Trong giong hét nhau ma!”
“Chung ta sé doan. Chung ta sé dung nang lwong than giao cach cam. D€ cho
toi mot nira,” anh ta thém, r6i bat dau 16i thé trong vi ra.

Cham rai, can than, ching t6i ditng 1én. Anh dén rdt mo con ban nhac
dang choi mot bai Coldplay, chang ai nhiic nhich mét ly. Lorcan buGc oai vé
ra quay, hoi nghiéng ngwoi sang trai, buéng roi mét tam thé trén mot ban
reou.

“Xin 16i,” t6i nghe giong anh ta cat 1én quyén rii. “T6i bi vap.”
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Theo gwong anh ta, t0i dén gan mot nhom khac, vo nhin ngam cai den
trang tri, r6i dé roi ba thé 1én mat ban lap guwong. Tiéng thé roi chim trong
tiéng nhac, chang cé ai dé y.

Lorcan dang rdi thé doc trén mat quay bar chinh, bwéc di rat nhanh, le lang
dwa tay gitta nhitng ghé cao va sau nhitng tdm lung.

“Chi danh roi cai nay thi phai?” anh ta néi khi mét c6 nang ngoanh dau do
héi.

“0, cam on anh!” C6 ta nhan thé tit tay anh ta, lam ru6t gan t6i mudn xo&n
vao nhau. To6i na kinh hon, n¥a khodi chi trudc cai co 1€ 1a tro choi kham
tam cd thé ky nay. Khong thé nao c6 chuyén ddy la chia khéa phong co ta
duwgc. Roi sap c6 vai vi khach rat tirc gian cho ma xem...

Gio thi Lorcan da 1én gan san khau, nghiéng sang phai qua nguwoi mot ba
toc vang va trg trdo ban mot cai thé 1én ban ba ta. Anh ta nhin lai phia t6i roi
nhay mat, lam t6i mudn pha lén cwdi. T6i thanh toan cho thé con lai nhanh
hét sitc c6 thé roi voi vang trd lai chd Noah, gio da ngu thiép. T6i goi boi
ban, v0i va ngody chit ky trén héa don, r6i x6c Noah 1én tay cho Lorcan tré
lai.

“Néu bi phat hién thi tén tudi toi sé cé vét nho,” to6i lam ram.

“O Bungari,” Lorcan chi ra. “Dan s6 7,5 triéu ngwdi. Nhu thé cling khong
khac gi tén tudi dinh vét nho ¢ Bogota.”

“Unm, t6i cling khong muén tén minh dinh vét nho & Bogota.”

“Tai sao khong? Co thé da nho roi cting nén. Chi dén Bogota bao gio
chwa?” “Tinh hinh la r6i,” t6i cho anh ta biét. “Va t6i cling bao cho anh, tén
toi khong hé c6 vét & do.” “Cé thé ho lich sy thoi.”

Cudc ndi chuyén dang trd thanh ngd ngan dén mirc to6i khong thé khong
mim cuoi.

“Vay thi di nao. Chay théi, trdc khi ta bi nhitng chu chia khoa dién tiét
tan cong.” Trong lic di khoi phong bar, Lorcan chia hai tay ra.

“Néu chi muodn thi dé t6i bé Noah cho. Trong né cé vé nang.” “Dtng lo.”
T6i mim cwdi. “T6i quen r6i.” “Thé khong c6 nghia 1a né khong ning.” “O...
OK.”
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Cam giac that ky, trao Noah cho Lorcan. Nhung thyc té diung 1a mot bén
vai t6i cling hoi yéu, va dugc anh d& cho ciing nhe. Ching t6i 1én tGi phong
suite, Lorcan bé Noah thang vé givdng. N6 ngu ngon qua, hau nhw khong cya
qudy. Toi bo giay cho né nhung chi thé thoi. Bé dém mai n6 danh rang va
madc do ngu vao cling duwgce, néu n6 mudn. Toi tat dén phong Noah réi di ra
ctra, va trong mot gidy Lorcan va t6i ditng bén nhau, nhin bé ngoai c¢ nhw hai
ong bo ba me. “Thé,” cudi cung Lorcan cling ndi, va cdm giac hoi hop tuyét
vOi lai bat dau dang lén trong t6i. T6i cdm thdy trong minh bat dau khdi
dong, vii diéu cta cac co bip thém khat dwogc cham dén. Y nghi minh dang
tién xa hon han Lottie trén mat tran xép hinh thoang chay qua dau t6i, lam
bung t6i nhéi 1én hoi 16i - nhwng chi ti chit thoi. La vi dong co tot ma. N6 ¢
thé di trang mat sau, lan khac.

“Udng gi chit?” téi noi, khong phéi vi mudn uéng ma vi muén kéo dai
gidy phut nay. Phong suite nay la khéng gian tuyét hao dé tiéc tung truy hoan,
vdi nhitng mat gwong mo do quyén rii, nhitng tham mém maoi goi cing ngon
Itra tran (gid) nhay nhoét trong 16 swdi. Con c6 vai mon doé dac dé san & cac vi
tri rat tién 1gi, lic trwde t6i da li€c qua hét roi. Sau khi rét cho Lorcan ly
whisky, t0i cam ly vang ngoi xuong cai ghé twra phai néi thudc loai ky quan.
Ghé bang nhung tim tham, tay vin kiéu cong, mat ghé rat thiap va lung 16m
vao cuc goi duc. Toéi hy vong dang minh trong bat mat khi khéu goi ti nguoi
vao mot bén tay, dé vay co 1én. Tit sau trong toi noi 1én nhip dap giuc gia va
khoai thu. Nhung t6i cling khong dinh v6i vang gi dau. Chung t6i c6 thé noi
chuyén da. (Hodc la chi nhin nhau thém mu6n tuyét vong. Thé ciing hay.)

“T6i ty héi khong biét Ben va Lottie dang lam gi.” Lorcan pha v& im lang.
“Han khong phai la...” Anh ta nhin vai day an y.

“Khong r6i.”

“T6i nghiép doi tré. Du nghi thé nao thi cling that khong may ghé gém.”
“Chac vay,” t6i dap khong qua ho héi, va nhap vang. “Nghi xem, di trang mat
ma khong dwoc sex.” “Khtng khiép.” T6i gat dau. “Toi nghiép.”

“Ma ddy la ho da doi, phai khong?” Mat anh ta nhiu lai hoi twéng. “Chua
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Tha ctt 16i nhau vao quat trong nha vé sinh luén cho xong.” “Ho c6 tht,
nhung bi tom.” “Khong thé nao.” Anh giat minh nhin t6i. “Chi n6i that ha?”
“O Heathrow. Trong phong chd hang doanh nhan.” Lorcan ngita dau ra sau
cwoi rd. “Toi sé co dé tai choc Ben chét thoi. Vay la c6 em géi chi ké vdi chi
tat tat moi thit, phai khong? Ké ca doi song tinh duc?” “Chuing t6i kha than.”

“Toi nghiép co gai. Bi ngang miii ngay ca trong nha vé sinh Heathrow.
Pen gi ma den.”

Toi khong dap ngay. Thit vang dang uoéng con manh hon nhitng thit uong
dwéi nha, va dau t6i bat dau vang vat. T6i sap roi khadi ria tinh tdo roi. Bau toi
dang chao ddo. Lorcan c¥ n6i mai vé “van den”, nhung dau phai thé. Pen dé
thi c6 lién quan gi ¢ day. Ben va Lottie khong dong phong dugc la do toi. Do
quyeén nang cua toi. Va bat chgt téi thady hao hitc mudn tam sy vu do6 vdi anh.

“Khong han la do den...” To6i budng lo Ititng chit d6 va hién nhién, Lorcan
nhay ngay vao.

“Y chj 1a sao?”

“Khong phai tinh cd ma Ben va Lottie van chira lam gi. Pay la c6 xép dat.
Do t6i xép dat. Toi da lo toan bé vu d6.” T6i nglra ngwdi ra sau kiéu hanh,
cam thady minh la nit* hoang chuyén thao ting trang mat diéu khién tir xa, day
uy quyeén ngy trén ngai vang chua teé.

“Gi?” Lorcan trong ngd ngang dén noi t6i lai thdy nhai 1én hanh dién.

“Toi c6 ddac vu trg giup tai tran,” toi noi ro hon. “Toi phat lénh, ong ta
thire hién.” “Chi dang noi cai khi gi day? Bac vu?”

“Mot nhan vién & khach san. Ong 4y lo sao cho Ben va Lottie khong lam
duwgc gi cho t6i khi toi dén noi. Ching t6i la mdt doi phoi hgp. Va cuc ky
thanh cong! Ho van chwa lam dwoc.”

“Nhung lam sao ma... Thé nao ma...” Anh ta vo dau kinh ngac. “T6i mu6n
héi 1a 1am sao chi ngin khéng cho mét dbi nam nit ngt v6i nhau dwgc?” Oi
troi, anh nay rdo cham hiéu. “Dé ma. Ph4 giwong cua ho, bo thudc vao do
uong, deo bam ho khap noi... R6i thi mat xa bang dau lac...”

“Pay la do chi a?” Trong anh ta choang vang. “Tat ca la do toi! Toi dao
dién moi thit!” T6i chia dién thoai vung vay trudc mat anh. “Tat ca déu co

https://thuviensach.vn



trong nay. Tung tin nhan mot. Ting chi dao mot. La do t6i lam tat.” Im lang
ho6i 1au. Toi cho anh ta khen minh that thién tai, nhwng chi thay anh that sac.
“Chi dang tam pha hoai tuan trang mat cta chinh em gai minh?” Giong diéu
anh ta c6 gi do lam t6i hoi but rit. Ca chit “pha hoai” nita.

“Pay la cach duy nhat! Néu khong thi toi nén lam gi?” Cudc tro chuyén
nay co6 vé di lac huwéng réi. Toi khong thich vé mat anh, va vé mat minh nita.
To6i biét trong minh c6 vé chong ché, ma nhw thé khong t6t chit nao. “Anh
hiéu la t6i can ngan ho lai ch&? Mot khi ho dong phong roi thi sé qua mudn
dé co thé hay hon. Vay thi toi phai lam gi d6 théi. Va day la cach duy nhat...”

“Ba dién roi hay sao, thira ba?” Ba mat tri r6i hay sao thé?” Giong Lorcan
hung di¥ dén mic lam t6i rim ngwai lai vi kinh sg. “Tat nhién ddy khong phai
1a cach duy nhat!” “U thi ciing 1a cach t6t nhat.” T6i ddu moi. “Khong phai
cach t6t nhat. Co twdng twong phong phu ¢d nao thi cling khong thé nghi day
la cach t6t nhat. Néu c6 ay phat hién ra thi sao?” “Khong cé dau.” “Co thé
chi.”

“Um...” T6i nuét khan. “Thi da sao? Tdi chi muén t6t cho no...”

“Bang cach bat c6 dy mat xa bang dau lac? Nh& c6 ay bi phan &ng qua do
va chét thi sao?”

“Im di,” t6i ling ting noi. “N6 c6 chét dau.”

“Nhung chi cling san long bat ¢6 ay chiu mot dém dau dén.” “N6 khong
dau!” “Lam sao chi biét? Trdi a.” Anh Up mat vao ban tay mot lic, réi nhin
1én. “Lan nita, néu c6 ay biét thi sao? Chi c6 san sang vitt bd moi quan hé vai
c6 ay khong? Vi day la chuyén sé xdy ra day.”

Phong suite im lang, du hinh nhw 16i 1€ van con dang nay lai tit cac mat
guong swong khéi, nhitng 10i 1€ sac nhon két toi t6i. Khong khi dwa tinh da
bay sach. T6i khong tim dwgc chit nao dé phan khang Lorcan. Chiing van
nam dau day trong dau t6i, nhung t6i dang 10 do va vang vat qua. Toi c nghi
anh sé bi an twgng. To6i c nghi anh sé hiéu. T6i c& nght...

“Chi no6i chuyén Lia Chon Khong May a?” Lorcan dot ngot noi. “Cai nay
thi goi la quai gi cha?”
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“Y anh 1a sa0?” T6i tritng mét nhin lai. Anh ta khong c6 quyén néi vé Lia
Chon Khong May. Pay la chi cua toi.

“Chi phai trai qua mot vu ly di té hai, thé 1a chi bo di quyét dinh cttu em
gai khéi chiu chung s6 phan bang cach dat bay tuan trang mat cua co ay.
Theo t6i thi day ding la mot Lwa Chon Khong May chét tiét day.” Toi suyt
nhdy ban lén vi soc. Sao co? Sao ca? “Im di!” t6i gam lén gian dit. “Anh
chang biét cai gi hét. Pang 1é t6i khong nén noi vdi anh.” “Pay 1a cudc doi
ctia c6 ay.” Anh ta tritng mat nhin trd, khong hé nao ning. “Cua co dy. Va can
thiép vao day la sai 1am 16n. Sai 1am c6 thé sé khién chi héi tiéc suot doi.”
“Amen,” toi mia mai. “Thuyét gidng xong chwa?” Lorcan chi lac dau. Anh ta
noc hai ngum hét c6c whisky, va to6i biét thé la hét. Anh ta dang bo di. Anh di
tGi cra, roi ding lai. Lung anh ta cang ra, toi thdy thé. T6i nghi anh ta cling
thdy nguwong nghiu nhu toi.

Nhitng y nghi khéng vui dang gdm nham dau t6i. Tan day bao t t6i nhw
tri niu xuéng. Cam giac nhw dang héi 16i - du dirng hong t6i thi nhan véi anh
ta. Nhuwng van con mot chuyén t6i can néi. Mot chuyén téi can lam ro.
“Trong trweong hgp anh con muon biét.” T6i cho dén khi anh ta quay lai. “To6i
rat quan tam dén Lottie. R4t nhiéu.” Gigng t6i run run mot cach dang ghét.
“N6 khong chi 1a em gai toi, n6 1a ban t6i. Va to6i lam tat ca nhitng diéu nay la
vi n6.” Lorcan nhin lai t6i mot thoang, vé mat khong doc duwoc. “T6i biét chi
nghi minh dang hanh dong vi ly do chinh dang, cudi cung anh ta néi. “Toi
biét chi da phdi trdi qua rat nhiéu dau kho trong doi, va muén bao vé Lottie.
Nhung lam thé 1a sai. VO cung sai. Va chi biét diéu doé, Fliss a. Chi biét, that
ddy.” Mat anh ta da diu lai. Anh ta thwong hai t6i, t6i bat chgt nhan ra.
Thwong hai t6i. Toi khong thé chiu noi diéu dé.

“O, ngt ngon.” T6i néi cut lan. “Ngu ngon.” Anh ta cut lan dap lai, roi
khoi phong ma khong noi thém chit nao.
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Chuong 19

S otts

So phan da sap dat! Pay dung la kich ban trong mao boc vang cua t6i. Ben vdi
toi trén mot con thuyén, lan nita. Lwét qua mat séng bién Aegean. Thang
duong tGi hanh phuc tot dinh.

Céam on Chda ching t6i da roi Amba. T6i biét day la khach san sang bac
nhat dwgc chdm han nam sao, nhung day khoéng phaéi la Ikonos dich thuec.
Khoéng phai la ching t6i. Gidy phit ching t6i duge tha xuéng cai cang nho
huyén nao chuan bi cho mét ngay rong choi, t6i cam thdy thit gi d6 bi chén
sau trong minh vira séng lai. Pay mdi la nhitng gi t6i nhd vé Ikonos. Nhitng
ngoi nha c6 kinh son trang c6 ctta chép, nhitng con pho rgp béng cay, nhitng
ba gia mac do den ngo6i goc pho, bén pha. Cang tap nap thuyén danh ca va ca
n6 chd khach, va mui c4 nong ndc lam moi giac quan t6i chao ddo. T6i van
nhé mui dé. T6i nhd tat ca moi thit.

Troi xanh nhudém sac ban mai va mat trgi téda chéi trén mi toi y nhu tir hoéi
nao dén gio. T6i dang nam ngtra trén ca né khach, giong hét thoi muoi tam.
Chan t6i bé trong long Ben, anh dang lo dang nghich nghich may ngén chan
t0i va mot diéu duy nhat dang chiém tron y nghi ca hai.

Da t6i da hoi phuc hoan toan sau vu di tng, va Ben da nai ni lam mot chau
nhanh sang nay. Nhung t6i cling thuyét phuc anh bé y dinh dy. Lam sao c6
thé dong phong trong cai giwvong khach san té ngat, trong khi dang cé co hoi
lam thé ngay trong viing nhé noi lan dau ching t6i & cung nhau, hang bao
nhiéu nam trwdc? Lang man dén d6 lam t6i chi muén 6m cham lay minh.
Chung t6i da tré lai, sau bang &y nam! Quay lai tham nha khach! Ba thanh vg
thanh chong! Téi ty hoi khong biét Arthur c6 con ¢ ddy khong. Toi khong
biét 6ng c6 nhan ra ching t6i khong. T6i khong nghi la minh tréong khac lam.
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Tham chi t6i con mdc cad may cai quan so6c nhudm ti xiu van gitt tit h6i muwoi
tam... va rdo riét cau troi cho ching khong bi toac.

Bui nuwéc té vao mat trong lic ca no lac Iw trén song, t6i liém vi mudi tuyét
vOi trén moi. Toi cham chd nhin duwdng bo bién khi di qua va nhd lai bao
nhiéu ngoi lang nhé minh tirng di kham pha vao do do, nhitng 16i ngo hep rai
soi va nhitng vién ngoc tinh c@ thdy, nhw céi twgng ngwa bang hoa cuwong vo
nat mot nira ching t6i bat gap gitta quang treong bo hoang. T6i nguwdc 1én
dinh ké y nghi dy v6i Ben, nhung anh da lai dam chim vao iPad. T6i nghe
tiéng nhac rap phat ra, va thoang thay buwc bdi. Anh phdi nghe thit dé ca lic
nay u?

“Anh c6 nghi Arthur con ¢ ddy khong?” T6i tim cach ggi chuyén anh. “Ca
ong dau bép gia nira?”

“Chac la khong dau.” Ben thodng nhin 1én. “Anh tw hoi khong biét Sarah
sao roi.”

Lai Sarah. Ma t6i c6 biét c6 nay khong nhi?

Tiéng nhac duong nhw con 6n hon, va gio thi Ben bat dau doc theo. Anh
thuc sy khong biét doc rap. Y t6i 1a téi dang nhan xét theo cai nhin cia c6 vg
yéu duwong, khong thién vi ddy - va anh hat dé nhw hach.

“Noi nay that dé chiu va binh yén, anh thdy thé khong?” T6i néi giong an
y, nhung anh khong hiéu. “Ching minh c6 thé dirng nghe nhac mot ti khong
nhi?”

“Pay la DJ Cram, cung a,” Ben noi, van to hon nita. Fuck yo brudder rong
am 1 khap mdt bién xanh biéc lam t6i nhan mat. Pung la mot thang ngu ich
ky. Y nghi dy w6t qua khong bao trwdc 1lam téi hoi chot da. Khong. Toi
khong han cé y noi “ich ky”. Hay 1a “thang ngu”. Moi thi déu tot. Déu tuyét
vOi. Pang nao t6i cling khong ghét rap lam. Va van c6 thé néi at tiéng nhac
co ma. “Em khong tin n6i minh dang quay lai noi tat cd déu thay doi,” toi
néi, chuyén sang mét huéng mai. “Cai vu chay ay, n6 la budc ngoat cta ca
doi em.” “Em c6 thé théi 1ai nhai vé vu chay chét tiét ay di dugc khong?”
Ben cau kinh ndi, va t6i tr6 mat nhin, choang vang va tai than.

Chac cling khong nén ngac nhién. Ben chwa bao gio quan tam dén vu
chdy. Anh da di 1an mo bot bién bén mé kia ddo duwgc vai ngay khi né xdy ra,
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anh da bo 16 toan bo chuyén nay va vi thé van luén am trc. Nhung dau can
phai gat gong nhu thé. Anh biét né quan trong véi t6i dén mic nao ma.
“Nay!” anh dot ngot hét 1én. Anh dang ngo vao iPad va toi cling thdy anh vira
nhan dwoc tin nhan. Ching t6i da t6i kha gan bo, chac thi thodng ciing c6
chit séng & day. “Ai thé?” Ben trong muo6n n6 tung vi hanh dién va phan
khich. Anh thang dugc céi gi a? “Nghe tén Yuri Zhernakov bao gio chuwa?
Ong &y chi muén gép riéng anh.” “Yuri Zhernakov?” T6i ha héc miéng. “Vi
sao?”

“Ong dy muén mua coéng ty.” “O! Va anh muén ban chi?” “Tai sao
khong?”

Pau t6i da kip chay ri ri. Thé thi tuyét qua! Ben sé c6 mot cuc tién 16n,
ching t6i sé mua dugc trang trai ci & Phap... “Yuri mudn n6i chuyén vdi
anh.” Ben c6 vé di phong miii. “Ong &y hoi dich danh anh. Bon anh s& gip
nhau trén cai du thuyén c& dai ctia 6ng ay.”

“Tuyét voi!” Toi siét canh tay anh. “Anh biét. Pung la cyc ky. Lorcan c
viéc an...” Ben chan lai kip thoi. “Gi cling dugc,” anh t dot noi. Co gi dé kha
ky qudc dang dién ra ma to6i khong hiéu hét, nhung chang hoi dau quan tam.
Chung t6i sé dén Phap song! Va ching t6i sap dugc sex roi - rot cudc! Toi da
quén hét cam giac cau ban hoi ndy. T6i da trd lai trang thai han hoan tuyét
dinh. Trong lic hén hé tu Coca, t6i chot nhéd ra mot diéu da dinh néi véi Ben
ca may hom réi. “Nay, nam ngodi em gap mdy ong khoa hoc & Nottingham
dang nghién cttu phwong phap lam gidy méi ddy. Than thién moi treong hon.
B0 loc dac biét hay gi day? Anh nghe noi bao gi¢ chwa?” “Chwa.” Ben nhin
vai. “Nhung c6 thé Lorcan nghe r6i.”

“O, cac anh nén két hop lai xem. Lap quy dau tw hay gi d6. Tuy 1a em nghi
néu anh dinh ban cong ty...” T6i ciing nhtn vai. “Khéng quan trong. Y twéng
hay day.” Ben khé huych t6i. “Em c6 nhiéu y twéng nhw vay khong?” “Ca
triéu.” T6i nhan rang cwoi lai. “Anh bao Lorcan ngay bay gio day.” Ben bat
dau go trén iPad. “Lic nao anh ta ciing 1ai nhai vé nghién cttu vGi cha phat
trién. Nghi la anh khong quan tam. Hw, gio thi biét tay nhau.”

“Ké ludn vu gap Zhernakov di,” to6i dé nghi. “Cé thé anh ta sé c6 vai 10i
khuyén hay.” Lap titc may ngén tay Ben dirng khyng va madt anh cau lai.
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“Khong doi nao,” cudi cung anh néi, va ném cho t6i cai nhin canh cdo. “Em
cling khong néi mot 10i vdi bat ky ai ddy. Khong mot chit.”
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Chuong 20
%

Buéi sang hom sau ltic nao ciing nhu dia nguc. O Sofia, Bungari, sau qua
nhiéu ly vang, mot tran cai co kho s&, mot dém mat ngu vi doi sex, budi sang
hém sau con xudéng dén vai day thap hon nita.

Xét vé mat Lorcan thi anh ta cling cdm thdy y nhw vay. Tai Noah sung
siedng chay u dén cho anh ta khi me con t6i vita buwdc chan vao phong an,
bang khong thi khong cé chuyén t6i chi dong dén ngéi cung dau. Anh ta
dang dit ton trat bo 1én banh mi nwéng, con to6i dang bop vun cai banh strng
bo. Tt nhitng mau trao doi rdi rac gitta hai bén chiing t6i da thong nhat dugc
vai diéu: rang ca hai déu ngu rat té, rang ca phé siéu Idm, rang moéi bang Anh
twong duwong vdi 2,4 lev Bun va rang chuyén bay téi Ikonos hom nay van
chua bi hoan, theo nhitng gi nhom dwgc tw website hang bay.

Nhitng dé tai ching t6i chwa dung dén: Ben, Lottie, cudc hén nhan, tinh
hinh sex ctia hai ngwoi do, chinh tri Bungari, tinh trang nén kinh té thé gidi,
rap tam cuda toi pha hoai tuan trang mat cua em gai dan dén nguy co tan v&
quan hé vinh vién vé sau. Va nhitng chuyén khac. Nha hang nam dau lung
v&i phong bar chiing t6i vira ngéi dém qua, toi thady mot nguwdi phuc vu ho boi
dang ré lvgi loc dwdi mat nwée sach tinh. Toi cling chang hiéu sao ho phai
mat cong thé. Noah c6 1€ la ngudi duy nhét titng nhing minh trong do6 suot
nam vtra ro6i. Du phdi thtra nhan, rat cé thé n6 da té vao day. “Con boi dugc
khong?” n6 noi, nhw doc duwge suy nghi téi. “Khéng,” td6i dap gon. “Sap 1én
mdy bay ro6i.” Lorcan lai dinh céi BlackBerry vao tai. Sudt bita sang anh ta
bam phim tat lién tuc nhuwng bén kia khong bao gio bat may. T6i nghi minh
c6 thé doan kha chinh x4c doi twgng cudc goi la ai, va thong tin da duoc xac
nhan khi anh ta thot 1én, “Ben, rot cudc” r6i day ghé ditng day. Toi tirc gian
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nhin theo khi thay anh ta voi va bé di, dén bén mép ho roéi ngéi do ngay trdc
16i vao phong tdm hoi. Gid thi lam sao nghe 1édm dwgc nita? T6i c6 160 cam
giac birc boi bang cach chuyén sang bo tdo cho Noah an. Khi Lorcan tré lai,
toi ép minh khong duwgc nhay 1én tim ve 4o anh ta dé doi nghe thong tin. Ma
chi héi v6i giong héi thic vira phdi: “Sao? Ho da lam chwa?”

Lorcan ném cho t6i 4anh mat ng@ ngang. “Chi chi quan tdim moi chuyén doé
théi a?”

“Phai,” toi dap giong thach thirc.

“Thé thi chwa. Ho vira t6i nha khach. T6i doan la ho du dinh lam & d6.”
Nha khach? Téi nhin anh ta kinh hoang. O day thi t6i 1am sao véi t6i duoc.
Khong cé Nico. Ngoai tam quyeén lwc cda t6i. Khon kiép. Khon khiép. R6i toi
sé dén vira van muon... “Em gai chi qua la dang gia day,” Lorcan hao hitng
tiép. “Co ay da nghi ra mot y twéng tuyét voi cho cong ty. Ching t6i kha yéu
vé mat nghién cttu phat trién, diéu nay t6i da biét mot thoi gian roi. Nhung co
ay dé nghi chiang t6i hgp tac véi mot dy an & Nottingham c6 cé quen. Pay la
mot nhom kha nho, nén t6i van chwra biét ho, nhirng nghe thi c6 vé lién quan
tryc tiép dén ching tdi. Chiing t6i c6 thé 1ap ngudn dau tw chung nao dé. Y
twéng tuyét voi.” “A phai,” t6i néi, van dang mai nghi chuyén kia. “Cai d6 thi
no biét rd lam.

N6 lam & cong ty duge ma. Sudt ngay di gap dam lam khoa hoc.” “Chinh
xac thi c6 ay lam gi?” “Tuyén dung.” “Tuyén dung?” T6i ngang 1én thdy mat
anh ta da sang rd. “Chung t6i dang can triedng nhan sy mdi! That tuyét hao!”
“H4&?” “Co dy c6 thé 1én lam trwdng ban, tiép tuc dwa ra cac y twéng tot, tham
gia vao cong viéc cta cong ty...” T6i thdy dau 6c anh ta dang chay rao rao.
“Pay dung la nhitng gi Ben can! Mot c6 vg dong thai lam doi tac kinh doanh.
Mot trg thu. Mot ngwoi dong hanh va...”

“Durng ngay lap tirc!” Toi dap tay 1én ban. “Anh khong dwgc cudom em géi
toi di choi tro Gia Pinh Hanh Phuc & Staffordshire.” “Vi sao?” Lorcan gang.
“Chi c6 van deé gi a?”

“Van dé cda toi 1a 1am thé rat ngd ngan! Rat dé hoi!” Lorcan tri'ng mat
nhin t6i mot phut, im ldng, va to6i rung minh rat khé dwdi anh mat ay. “Chi
ding la vua cta chudi,” cudi cung anh ta néi. “Lam sao chi biét khong phai
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minh dang pha hong tinh yéu 1én cua doi em gai minh? Lam sao chi biét day
khong phaéi co hoi cho c6 dy c6 mot cudc séng hanh phic khong gi so sanh
duoc?”

“Oi troi dat oi.” Toi 1ac dau sot rudt. Toi con thdy khong dang tra 101 nita,
cau héi that ngé ngan.

“T6i nghi Ben va Lottie hoan toan cé co hoi song hanh phiic bén nhau,”
anh ta qua quyét. “Va t6i sé ditng vé phia ting hd ho.”

“Anh khong dwoc doi phe nhw thé!” T6i quac mat nhin anh ta gian d.
“T6i chwa bao gio ditng vé phe chi,” Lorcan bat lai. “Phe chi la phe khung.”
“Phe khung.” Noah chép duwgc cau nay, ben nghi la buén cuwdi hét sdy. “Phe
khung!” N6 cuoi bo lan ra san. “Phe me la phe khung!”

Toi tri'ng mat v6i Lorcan, khudy ca phé hung huc. Quan phan trac. “Chao
budi sang ca nha.” T6i nhin 1én thay Richard dang lai gan ban. Trong cau ta
cling twoi tinh nhw s6 con lai, nghia la tréng nhw mudn ty t. “Chao budi
sang,” toi noi. “Cau ngu dugc khong?” “Te.” Cau ta cau may, rot cho minh it
ca phé, 10i liéc sang dién thoai tdi. “Vay 1a ho da 1am chwa?” “Oi troi oi!” T6i
xa b6t con thu dich sang dau cau ta. “Cau ding la &m anh!” “Nghe ai néi
kia,” Lorcan ri ram. “Sao moi nguwoi cit phai hoi ho da lam chwa thé?” Noah
dong tai hoi. “Hw, khong phai chi cling am anh a?” Richard tra treo. “Khong,
to6i khong am anh. Va chua, ho van chwa lam.” T6i ban an hué cho cau ta.

“Ho chuwa lam gi?” Noah hoi. “Cho lap xwong vao trong banh bao,”
Lorcan noi va hup can ca phé. “Lorcan!” toi bat ra. “Pwng c6 no6i nhitng thi
nhu thé!”

Noah cwoi muon vo bung. “Cho lap xwdng vao trong banh bao!” n6 rong
len. “Lap xuwong trong banh bao!”

Tuyét. T6i tri'ng mat nhin Lorcan, anh ta nhin lai ditng dung. Ma lai con
banh bao? T6i chwa nghe ai goi cai d6 bang chit dy bao gio.

“T6i nghi chac anh thdy thé buoén cuwdi lam.” Richard chuyén cuc titc sang
hwéng Lorcan. “T6i nghi chac anh coi tat ca la tro cwoi thoi.”

“Oi troi, nghi di thwa hiép si Lancelot.” Lorcan di mat kién nhan. “Khéng
phai dén lic cudn xéo di r6i a? TGi gio 1€ ra anh phai mudn rut lui r6i chi.
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Chang mg nao xitng dang vdi tirng ay tro xiéc ca.”

“Lottie dang muoi 1an ‘tro xi€c’ nay nhw anh goi.” Richard hat ham vé
phia Lorcan. “Va dirng hong toi rit lui khi chi con sau tiéng nita la gap c6 ay.
To6i da tinh chinh xac r6i.” Cau ta nhat miéng banh mi trong khay 16 nwéng.
“Sau tiéng nita.”

“Xin 16i.” To6i dat tay 1én tay cau ta. “Nhwng cau cling nén biét. Sé lau hon
thé nhiéu. Ho khong con & khach san nita. Ho da dén nha khach roi.”

Richard tron mat nhin t6i vi kinh hoang. “Khi ng,” cudi cung cau ta noi.
“Chinh thé.” “Ho sé phang nhau ¢ dé, chac chan.”

“Cling c6 thé khong,” t0i néi, dé thuyét phuc cd minh cing v6i cau ta. “Va
gitt mom gilt miéng di, lam on. Tré nho tai to.” T6i phac tay vé phia Noah.

“Ho sé lam thé.” Richard da gu ca ngudi vi a €. “Noi dé la mién than tién
cta Lottie. La x1¥ s@ diéu ky cia c6 dy. Tat nhién la co ay sé...” Cau ta ding
16i vira kip luc. “Cho lap xuwong vao trong banh ran.” “Banh bao,” Lorcan
chira.

“Im mom!” tdi noi, tuyét vong. Trong ltc tat ca dang im lang ngoi dé, mot
c6 hau ban tién lai mang quyén sach t6 mau cho Noah, n6 hén hé nhan.
“Chau c6 thé vé ca me hodc bo nita,” c6 ta ggi y va chia ra mot hop bt sap.
“B0 chau khong ¢ day,” Noah ngoan ngoan chita, chi sang Lorcan va

Richard. “Ca hai chi nay déu khong phéi bo chau.” Tuyét. Gid thi cd sé
nghi vé ching t6i ra sao? “Chung t6i dang di cong tac,” t6i néi véi mot nu
Cuwoi vOi.

“Bo chau séng ¢ London,” Noah liu lo ké. “Nhung bo sap chuyén dén
Hollywood r6i.” “Hollywood a!” “Vang. B6 chau sé lam hang xém ctia ngoi
sao dién anh.”

Bung toi thét lai khé sd. Oi Chtia oi, lai nita r6i. Tham chi ca sau khi
ching t6i da qua Bai N6i Quan Trong. Ngay khi c6 hau ban vira di xa, toi
quay sang Noah c6 nén burc tic.

“Noah con yéu. Con c6 nhé me con minh da thoa thuan phdi n6i that réi
khong?”

“Co,” no dap gon.
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“Thé sao con lai néi la b6 sap chuyén dén Hollywood?” T6i dang mat binh
tinh, nhung khong kim dwgc nita. “Con khong duwgc noéi nhitng chuyén kiéu
dé, Noah! Moi ngudi sé tin con day!”

“Nhung ding ma.”

“Khong, khong ding! B6 khong dinh chuyén dén Hollywood!”

“C0, c6 ma. Bay, dia chi cia bd nay. N6 ghi la Doi Beverly. B6 bao thé
cling la Hollywood. B sé c6 ho boi va con sé dugce xuong boi!” Noah tho tay
Vvao tui, 16i ra mot mau gidy. To6i nhin ma kinh ngac. Pung la chit cia Daniel.

DIA CHI MOI Daniel Phipps va Trudy Vanderveer 5406 Pudng Aubrey

Doi Beverly CA 90210 Téi chdp mat vai lan hoang mang. Do6i Beverly?
La sao? T6i hoi ddy - La sao? “Cho ¢ day mot phut thoi, Noah,” t6i noi, lac
ca giong. Tay t0i da bAm phim tat goi Daniel va day ghé ra.

“Fliss,” anh ta dap bing cai giong dang ghét quen thudc kiéu O'tdi vira tdp
yoga xong, con ban?

“Ba cai chuyén Doi Beverly nay la sao?” Chit tir miéng t6i dang riu ca vao
nhau. “Anh sap chuyén dén Doi Beverly a?”

“Cuc cung oi, binh tinh,” anh ta ndi. Cuc cung? “Lam sao toi binh tinh
duwgc? Co6 ding thé khéng?” “Vay la Noah da ké.” Tim t6i nhw muon roi danh
bich. Bung la thé. Anh ta sap chuyén dén Los Angeles ma tham chi con
khong them bao cho tdi. “La do cong viéc cta Trudy,” gio thi anh ta dang
néi. “Co biét co ay lam luat truyén thong chit? Co ay gdp mot co hoi rat 16n
ma t6i dang nao ciing c6 hai quoc tich...”

Giong anh ta van lé thé chay tiép, nhung gio thi da nhoa thanh nhitng am
thanh vo nghia. Ty dung khong rd vi sao toi nhd lai ngay cuwdi cua minh.
Ching t6i da lam md6t dam cuwdi cyc chat. Toan nhitng bi mat bat ngd va
nhitng tiéu tiét buon cwoi, nhw 1a cocktail pha theo yéu cau. T6i ban tam lo
sao cho khach khita cam thdy thich thi ma quén béng mat mot chi tiét nho
nho, dy 1a xem minh da 14y ding ngudi chwa. “... ¢6 moi gidi nha dat rat kha,
tim ra cho nay thap hon ca dv tri...” “Nhuwng ma Daniel.” T6i cat ngang dong
thao thao bat tuyét. “Con Noah thi sao?” “Noah?” Nghe giong anh ta rit ngac
nhién. “Noah thi c6 thé bay t&i tham chit sao.” “N6 mdi 1én bay. N6 van con
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di hoc.” “Vay thi vao dip nghi.” Daniel nghe chang ban tdm. “Ching ta sé thu
xép ra cach gi d6.” “Khi nao anh di?” “Thit Hai.” Thit Hai? T6i nham mat,
thd manh. Noi ton thwong trong long t6i nhan danh Noah that khong 101 nao
noi néi. Mot noi dau c6 tinh thé xac, téi mic lam t6i mudn cudn tron nguwoi
lai. Daniel sap chuyén di Los Angeles ma hau nhu chang thém nghi xem lam
cach nao duy tri moéi quan hé véi dita con duy nhat cta anh ta, con trai cta
chiing t6i. Cau con trai quy bau, dé thwong, giau twéng tuwgng cta ching toi.
Anh ta da tradi nam ngan dam ra gitta hai bén trong chdp mat.

“Phai.” T6i c6 binh tam. N6i thém nita cling chang ich gi. “Daniel, t6i phai
di day. Toi sé ndi chuyén v6i anh s6m.”

To6i tat may, quay lai, dinh vé cho may nguoi kia. Nhung c6 cai gi la la
dang dién ra trong t6i. Mot cam giac khong quen thudc va kinh sg. Bong mot
am thanh thoat ra khoi moi t6i. Tiéng rong, nhu tiéng chd.

“Fliss?” Lorcan da ding lén khoi ghé. “Chi khong sao ch®?” “Me 0i?”
Noah c6 vé lo lang. Hai ngudi dan ong thoang dwa mat nhin nhau va Richard
gat dau.

“Nay ong twong,” Richard vui vé noi véi Noah. “Ta di mua it keo cao su
dem lén may bay nao.”

“Keo cao su!” Noah khoai chi hét 1én, r6i theo Richard di mat.

Toi lai rong 1én mot tiéng khong chu y, va Lorcan nam lay hai khuyu tay
toi. “Fliss... chi khéc day a?” “Khoéng.” t6i 1ap tic néi. “Toi khdng bao gio
khoc gitta ban ngay. Day la nguyén tac cuia toi. T6i khong bao gio kho...43a.”
Chit d6 tan vao nhitng tiéng rong chdi tai lai xuat hién lan thi¢ ba. Trén ma toi
c6 gl wét wét. Nwdc mat a?

“Daniel bao gi?” Lorcan nhe nhang hoi.

“Anh sap di Los Angeles song. Anh bo ching t6i lai...” To6i thdy moi
ngudi tir cac ban khac dang nhin. “Oi trdi 0i.” Téi vui dau vao tay. “Tdi
khong thé... T6i phai dirng théi...”

Toi lai rong 1én lan thit tw, 1an nay nghe giong tiéng nitc ng. Cam giac nhu
thit gi d6 dang phong 1én bén trong t6i, thit gi d6 hung di¥, am 1 va khong
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cach nao ngan lai dugc. Lan gan day nhat toi cam thdy nhw thé nay la khi sinh
con.

“Chi can cho riéng tuw,” Lorcan voi néi. “Chi sap mat kiém soat roi. Chiing
ta di dau bay gio?” “Toi da tra phong r6i,” toi lam bam gitta nhitng cu nac.
“Lé ra phai c6 phong khoc chit. Giong nhuw phong cho ngwai hit thude.”

“T6i nghi ra r6i.” Lorcan tom ldy tay t6i, dan t6i qua cac ban t6i khu vuc
ho boi. “Phong xong hoi.” Anh ta khong doi dap lai, chi mé& canh cira kinh
ré6i day toi vao trong. Khong khi dac quanh dén ndi t6i phai mo mam tim cho
ngoi. Xung quanh kin dac hoi nwéc, c6 mui thdo dwge nhé nhe. “Khoc di,”
Lorcan néi qua man swong mu. “Khong ai nhin dau. Khong ai nghe thay,
Fliss a. Khoc di.”

“Khong duwgc.” Toi nudt that manh. Moi thit trong t6i déu dang cudng lai.

Tiéng rong ky cuc van thoat ra, nhung t6i khong buong 1éng dugce. “Vay
thi ké cho t6i vay. Daniel sap chuyén dén LA,” anh ta goi y.

“Phai. Anh ta sé khong gdp Noah nita, ma anh ta con khong them ban
tam.” Ca nguoi toi lai run 1én. “Anh ta con khong them néi vdi toi.”

“T6i ctt twdng chi mudn anh ta ra khoi cudc doi minh? Chi da néi vay.”

“T6i c6 nobi,” t6i dap, trong mot lic hai r6i tri. “T6i van nghi thé. T6i nghi
la thé. Nhung thé nay thi doan tuyét qua. Nhw la ch6i bo ca hai ching t6i.”
Trong t6i lai c6 gi d6 dang 1én. Thit gi d6 manh mé quan that. T6i nghi c6 thé

AN eseses

---------

“Lai day nao, Fliss,” Lorcan nho nhe noi, va chia vai ra. Lap tic toi rum
lai. “T6i khong thé khoc trén vai anh dwgc,” toi noi, giong giat giat. “Anh hay
quay mat di.”

“Tat nhién chi c6 thé khoc trén vai to6i ch.” Anh cwoi. “Ching ta da nga
v&i nhau, nhé khong.” “Ngu la chuyén khac. Chuyén nay xau hé hon nhiéu.”
T6i ndc. “Quay di. i cho khac di.” “T6i khong quay di dau,” anh ta cwong
quyét noi. “Va toi cling khong di dau ca. Nao.” “T6i khong lam dwgc,” toi
tuyét vong dap. “Nao, cai ba gia ngu ngoc nay.” Anh chia mdt tay trong bo
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vest 16ng lanh vi hoi nwéc. Va cudi cung, rat biét on, t6i nga nguwdi vao canh
tay ay trong mot con bao nirc nd.

Chuing t6i & d6 mot ldc - toi run ray, khéc 16c va ho hang, con Lorcan vuot
lung t6i. Khong hiéu sao toi c nhd lai lan d& dé Noah. Hom dé phéai mo dé
cap cltu va toi sg diéng ngudi, nhung tir dau dén cudi, Daniel ditng bén mac
do mo6 xanh, nam tay t6i. Lic do6 t6i khong hé nghi ngo gi anh ta. Hoi do toi
khong bao gio nghi ngd anh ta 1dy mdt phut. Nghi t6i chuyén nay toi lai khoc
oa.

Cudi cung t6i cling ngang 1én, vuot toc khoi b mat dam mo hoi. T6i cam
thdy miii minh dang swng con mat dang phong twéng. T6i chwa hé khéc nhw
thé nay ké tir hoi 1én muwoi, chac vay. “Toi xin 10i...” t6i mé& dau, nhung
Lorcan da gio mot tay 1én. “Khong. Khong cé gi phai xin 16i cad.” “Nhuwng ma
do vest clia anh!” T6i bat dau nhan ra chinh xac la ching t6i dang lam gi.
Chung t6i dang ngoi trong phong x6ng hoi, ma ca hai déu mac nguyén quan
ao.

“Vu ly di nao ciing dé lai hau qua,” Lorcan diém tinh néi. “Ci¥ tinh bd vest
ctia toi vao s6 hau qua cuta chi di. Hon nita,” anh néi thém, “xong hoi rat t6t
cho vest.”

“ft ra thi chiing ta ciing dwoc sach da,” t6i néi. “Pay thay chwa. Bao nhiéu
cai lgi.”

Mot bo may gidu kin trong goc phong dang thoi thém hoi nwdc vao can
phong bé xiu, khong khi con m& duc hon nita. T6i co chan l1én mat ghé bang
kham gach bong va 6m hai dau goi that chat, thdy hoi nwéc xung quanh nhw
mot rao chan bao vé. Trong nay that gan giii. Nhung cling that riéng tw.

“Khi két hon, to6i da biét cudc doi khéng hoan hao,” t6i néi véi man swong
mu. “T6i khéng trong dgi sé budc vao vieon hong. Va roi khi ly hon, t6i cling
khong mong sé gianh dwgc viedon hong. Nhung t6i ¢t hy vong it nhat thi cling
dugec... toi khong biét nita. Mot cai hién chang.”

“Cai hien?”

“Anh hiéu ma. Mdt miéng sau nha. Nho nho théi, c6 vai cai cay dé cham
bam. Mot chiit lac quan va yéu thwong. Nhung trai lai t6i nhdan dwgc mot bai
min nguyén tir.” “Hay day.” Lorcan bat cudi nho nho.
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“Thé anh thi dwgc gi? Ciling khong phai viron hong?”

“Hoi giong nhw khong gian ngoai vii tru hon,” ngung mot lic anh dap.
“Bé mat mat trang gi do.”

Mat chiing t6i gap nhau qua bau khong mu hoi nwéc va ching t6i khong
can no6i thém gi nita. Ching toi hiéu.

Hoi nwdc van phut ra vay quanh ching t6i. Cam giac nhu dang chita lanh.
Cam gidc nhu n6 dang mang theo nhitng suy nghi buén dau bay 1én cao, dé
lai khung canh sang ro bén dwdi. Va cang ngoi day, toi thdy moi thit cang ro
rét. Va long da t6i moi ldc lai thém triu nang. Lorcan néi ding. Khong phai
lic ndy, ma dém qua. Anh ta néi ding. Sai lam hét ca roi.

To6i phai tir bo chién dich nay ngay lap titc. Cau d6 dang nhodng qua dau
toi nhw giat tin trén ti vi. Rat lui. Rt lui. Téi khong dugce tiép tuc. Toi khong
duoc danh lieu dé mat Lottie.

Phai, t6i mu6n bao vé c6 em gai bé bong khdi noi dau chinh minh da trai
qua. Nhung day la cudc doi n6. T6i khong thé lwa chon thay cho né. Néu no
chia tay vé6i Ben, thi biét vay. Néu n6 phai ly hon, thi biét vay. Néu chiing n6
cwdi nhau bdy mwoi nam dé ra hai mwoi diva chau, thi biét vay.

T6i cdm thdy hinh nhuw con dién nao dé da ban tdi theo mot con dudong ro
dai. Van dé la & Lottie hay thyc tinh la & Daniel va t6i? C6 phdi Lorcan noéi
ding? C6 phai dy chinh 1a Lita Chon Khong May cua t6i? Oi trdi oi, toi da
lam gi?

T6i chgt nhdn ra minh vira néi 16n may chit cudi. “Xin 16i,” t6i néi thém.
“T6i chi... T6i nhan ra...” T6i ngang dau, thdy hoan toan kiét stc.

“La chi da c6 gang hét sitc gitip em gai minh,” Lorcan néi, gan nhw hién
tir. “Bang mot cach hoan toan hoang twéng, dién khung, sai trai.”

“Néu...” Tai bit tay 1én miéng. “Oi Chtia oi. Néu n6 phat hién ra thi sao?”
Y nghi d6 that kinh hoang, t6i muén ngat xiu. T6i chdm chdm vao viéc phai
dat dugc muc dich dén noi chwa hé can nhac cac mat trai. Toi dung la dita
ngoc tir ngoc tiét.

“Pau can dé co ay biét,” Lorcan noi. “Khong can, néu chi doi y di vé nha
va khong bao gio noéi gi. Toi sé khong néi dau.” “Nico cling khong noi dau.
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Pay la tén 6ng ban t6i ¢ khach san.” T6i dang thd hong hoc, nhu vira thoat
don tri mang. “T6i nghi 1a t6i sé 6n th6i. N6 sé khong biét dau.”

“Vay la chién dich pha hoai trang mat da dirng r6i?”

“Tai thoi diém nay.” Toi gat dau. “T6i sé goi cho Nico. Ong ay sé& nhe
minh 1am.” T6i nhin Lorcan. “T6i sé khong bao gio can thiép vao doi em gai
minh nita,” t6i nhdn manh giong. “Nh¢ 161 t6i nhé. Hay budc t6i gitt 10i the.”

“Pong y.” Anh ta gat dau nghiém tic. “Thé gid chi dinh lam gi?” Téi lac
dau. “Khong biét nita. Ra san bay. Tt d6 tinh tiép.” T6i ritt mai toc wét dam
mo6 hoi, lai nhé ra minh dang trong phong x6ng hoi mac nguyén quan 4o.
“Chac trong t6i hap dan lam.” “T6i dong y,” Lorcan nghiém tdc dap. “Chi
khong thé 1én may bay trong bd dang d6 dugc. Chi nén ra ditng dwdi voi xa
lanh.” “V6i xa lanh?” T6i nhin anh, khong tin dwgc. “Sé lam se 16 chan 16ng.
Pay manh qua trinh lwu thong méau. Tay sach cac vét ban do mii va nwdc
mat.” Anh ta dang tréu dua t6i. Toi nghi thé. Phai khong? “To6i sé lam thé néu
anh lam cung,” t0i thach.

“Tai sao khong?” Anh ta nhtin vai. T6i thdy mudn cuwdi khiic khich. Khong
thé c6 chuyén chuing toi dinh lam thé that.

“OK, bat dau nao.” To6i day ctra md&, lich thiép gitt ctra cho Lorcan. T6i
con thay cac khach nghi tran mat nhin va huych nhau khi thay hai nguwoi mac
nguyén quan ao chui ra ti* phong tam hoi, mot ngwdi mac vest. “Maoi chi di
trieéc.” Lorcan 1é do chi vé phia voi xa lanh. “T6i sé kéo can néu chi mu6n.”

“Vay thi lam di.” T6i cuwdi 16n khi buwdc vao dudi voi. Mot gidy sau luong
nuwéc lanh nhw bang phut xudéng dau lam t6i khé thét 1én.

“Me!” Tiéng hét xuyén tai hén hd chao dén t6i. “Me di tdm ma van mac
quan 4o.” Noah nhin tt ban dang ng6i canh Richard, mat né birng 1én khong
tin noi. Lorcan thé chd t6i va ngang mat don nhitng tia nwdc dang phut
xuong. “DPay,” anh ta bao t6i khi dd xong. “Cé mat lanh khong? Daoi c6 vé
dep hon khong?” Anh ta gili 6ng tay ao vest dam nuwdc. Toi ngirng mot giay,
muon tra 10i anh ta thanh thue. “C6,” cudi cung toi néi. “Pep hon nhiéu. Cam
on anh.”
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Chuong 21

S otts

Toi khong ro phai phan tng ra sao nita. Ching t6i da dén day. Tré lai nha
khach. Va n6 van nhw xwa. Gan nhu thé.

Ngay khi vira xuéng khoi ca n6 khach, Ben da nghe dién thoai ctia Lorcan,
diéu do6 lam toi dac biét cau kinh. Nghi ma xem, day la gidy phut trong dai,
lang man, day y nghia ctia chting t6i con anh thi di nghe dién thoai. C¥ twdng
twgng Humphrey Bogart n6i, “Chiing minh sé su6t dgi... Xin 16i em yéu, anh
nghe dién cai da.”

Khong sao. Nghi tich cyc di, Lottie. Tran trong khoanh khac nay. Toi da
nghi vé chon nay sudt muoi lam nam. Va gio t6i da dén day roi.

T6i dang ditng trén cau tau go, cho titng dgt séng hoai c6 va khai sang ap
vao cudn bang minh di. Téi dang doi minh bat khéc va cé 1€ nghi ra cau gi
cue ky xic dong dé néi v6i Ben. Nhung la céi 1a, toi khong thdy mudn khoc
lam. Ma lai thay hoi trong trai.

Cai nha khach 1ap 16 tit trén cao, vira da nhin thay tw vi tri t6i ding. Toi da
thdy twong da mau hoang tho bui bam quen thudc, véi hai civa s6. Nha khach
nho hon t6i nhd, mot cita chdp x€é xudng. T6i dwa mat xuong nhin vach da.
Kia r6i nhitng bac thang tré6 vao da, xuéng lung chirng thi ré doi. Mot nhanh
di vé phia cau tau ching t6i dang ditng, nhanh kia dan xuéng bai tam chinh.
Nguoi ta da dat thém thanh chan bang sat, hong cd quang canh. Lai c6 ca
thanh chan trén dinh vach da nita. Lai cé cad bién bdo nguy hiém. Bién bao
nguy hiém? Chuing t6i chwa bao gio can bién bao nguy hiém. Khong sao.
Nghi tich cuyc di.

Ben trd lai bén t6i, t6i nam tay anh. Bai bién ¢ dang sau mot vat da chia
ra, nén téi con chwra thay né co6 thay déi gi khong. Nhuwng bai bién thi lam sao
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doi khac dugc? Bai bién 1a bai bién. “Ta lam gi trwdc day?” toi khé hoi. “Nha
khach? Bai bién? Hay viing bi mat?”

Ben siét tay t6i dap lai. “Viing bi mat.”

Va gio, rot cudc, téi da thay nhitng gon séng kich thich tran qua nguwoi.
Cai viing bi mat. Cai noi lan dau chung t6i 16t do6 nhau, tay run Ién vi noi
thém khat néng bong thi€u nién khéng cuwdng dwgce. Cai noi ching t6i lam
dén ba, bon, nam lan moi ngay. Noi y nghi t6i tham lai n6 - theo moi nghia -
da da hap dan t6i dén run 1én. “Chiing ta sé phai thué thuyén thoi.” Roi anh sé
dong thuyén ché t6i ra viing y nhw hoi xwa, chan téi ghéch 1én man thuyeén.
R6i ching toi sé 16i thuyén 1én bai cat, tim dén cai mang cat khuat kin ay
roi... “Di kiém thuyén di.” Giong Ben khan dac, to6i thdy ngay anh cling nhap
nhom nhu t6i.

“Anh nghi ngudi ta c6 con cho thué trén bai khong?” “Muén biét chi c6
mot cach.”

Bat gidc tim t6i ndy lén, t6i nam tay anh 16i vé phia cau thang da. Ching
toi sé di thang xudng bai bién, ching t6i sé kiém thuyén; tit ca sap xdy ra roi.

“Nao!” To6i dang nhay 1én cac bac da, tim dap thinh thinh kich dong. Sap
dén nga ba cau thang roi. Chung t6i sap stra thay vat cat vang 6ng anh ngay
bady gio, van cho ching t6i sau chirng dy nam...

Oi Chda i

Téi tron tritng mét vi soc khi nhin xuéng bai bién. Cai gi da xay ra thé? O
dau ra bang nay nguoi?

Hoi chiing t6i nghi & nha khach, bai bién c6 vé la mét chon ménh mang
hoang vang. Khach tro & ddy dén hai chuc nguwdi 1a hét nwdc, va ching t6i
thwong tan ra khap bai nén khong ai c6 cam giac chat chdi.

Con quang canh treéc mat t6i thi trong nhw dao quan chiém déng. Hay
budi sang sau dém 1é hoi. Phai c6 dén bay chuc ngwoi rai khap bai bién thanh
ti'ng nhém roi rac, vai ké con quan kin tdi nga. To6i con thay tan du dong ltra
dém qua. C6 hai ba cai Iéu. Phan 16n la sinh vién, t6i nghi, khi nhin ngam ho.
Hoac c6 khi 1a sinh vién suot doi.
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Trong ltic chiing t6i con lwdng Iy ditng d6, mot cau tré dé rau dé di 1én bac
da ntra chirng thi chao ching t6i, giong Nam Phi. “Chao. Anh chi hinh nhuw bi
lac.” T6i cam thay minh bi lac, t6i muon dap trd, nhuwng lai chi ¢6 ndn ra mot
nu cuoi. “Chi dang... ngam canh théi.”

“Chung t6i vé day choi,” Ben binh than néi. “Chung t6i dén day tir nhiéu
nam trede roi. Gid noi nay khac qua.” “A.” Anh ldp lanh trén mit cau kia
thay doi. “Anh chi nam trong s6 bon bo.

T thoi hoang kim.” “Thdi hoang kim?” “O day ching em goi thé.” Cau ta
cwoi 16n. “Chung em gdp bao nhiéu nguwoi thé hé anh chi quay vé day, ké 1€ &
day ra sao tredc khi ngwoi ta xay nha nghi. Hau hét tr dau dén cubi chi ca
cam vé chuyén noi nay da bi huy hoai nhu thé nao. Anh chi c6 xudng
khong?” Theo cau ta di xuong, t6i hoi xu 16ng trwedc cach noéi cia cau ta. “Ca
cadm” nghe hoi ning 16i. Ma lai con “thé hé anh chi”? Thé 1a sao? Y tdi 1a tat
nhién ching t6i c6 hon cau ta vai tudi, nhing vé tong thé chiing t6i van tré.
T6i van nam trong 16p tudi do. “Nha nghi nao?” Ben hoi khi ching t6i xudng
dén noi. “Cac em khong & nha khach a?”

“Vai nguwdi van ¢.” Cau kia nhun vai. “Khoéng nhiéu lam. Ché do6 kha dat
deo. Em nghi dng gia do6 vira ban réi. Khong, chiing em & nha nghi chi¢. Bang
sau d6 vai tram mét. Xay tiv khodng... muwdi nam truede a? Hoi d6 quang cao
ram rd lam. Hoi bi an khach. Cho nay that qua tuyét,” cau ta néi thém khi bo
di. “Canh hoang hon that khong thé tin n6i. Anh chi vui nhé.”

Ben mim cwdi dap, nhung t6i thi mudn no tung vi gian dit. Téi khong tin
noi ho lai di xay nha nghi. T6i gian dién 1én dwgc. Pay la chon riéng cta
chung toi. Sao ho dam quang cao no?

Ma thtt nhin xem ho d6i dai v6i né ra sao. Cho nao cling ngap rac. Toi
thdy vo lon va tii bim bim rong, tham chi ca vai cai bao dung roéi nita. Nhin
thdy né bung da t6i mudn 16n mira. Ching né ngu vGi nhau khap bai bién.
That 1a lom.

Y t6i 13, toi biét chiing t6i ciing hay ngt v6i nhau trén bai bién, nhung hoi
do6 khac. Hoi do6 rat lang man.

“Ong cho thué thuyén dau r6i?” t6i néi va nhin quanh. Ngay xwa c6 mot
ong trong y nhuw than lan van cho thué hai cai thuyén moéi ngay, nhung gio toi
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khong thay ong ta dau cad. Chi c6 mot anh chang cao to vam v& dang day
thuyén xuong nwdc, tdi voi chay qua bai cat ra mép bién.

“Chao anh! Cho t6i hoi! Bgi mét chat.” Anh ta quay lai, miéng cudi trang
16a trén khudn mat rdm nang, toi ddt tay 1én thuyeén.

“Cho t0i hoi, gio & day con cho thué thuyén khéng? Day cé phai thuyén
cho thué khong?”

“Phéi.” Anh ta gat dau. “Nhuwng chi phdi dén sém co. Hét gio di roi. Ngay
mai chi lai dén duwgc khong? Pang ky vao danh sach & nha nghi.”

“A ra vay.” Toi dirng lai, roi tiép giong nin ni, “Van dé 13, ching t6i chi &
day c6 hom nay thoi. Hai vg chéng t6i. Chung toi dang di trang mat. Va
chung t6i rdt muén c6 mot chiéc thuyén.”

T6i tham mong trong bung anh ta sé ga lang tang chiing t6i chuyén thuyén
nay. Nhung khong. Anh ta chi day tiép xuéng nwdc va vui vé noi, “Kho nhi.”

“Van dé la vi day la dip hét sitc dac biét vGi chiing t6i,” t6i giai thich va bi
bdm 16i theo. “Chuing t6i thuc sy can di thuyén. Ching t6i muon dén tham cai
viing nhé bi mat ngay xua tirng dén.”

“Cai viing nho dang kia 4?” Anh ta chi ra bén kia miii dat. “Phai!” t6i néi.
“Anh c6 biét n6 khéng?” “Pau can phdi di thuyén ra day.” Tréng anh ta rat
kinh ngac. “Co6 thé dén bang cau di bo ma.”

“Cau di bo?”

“Pi dich vao trong dat lién it nita.” Anh ta chi. “Mot cai cau di bo bang go
16n. Nguoi ta xay may nam truedc. Mé duong téi ca vung do luon.”

T6i nhin anh ta kinh hodng. Ngudi ta xay cau di bo dén viing bi mat?
Pring la pham thanh. La xuyén tac roi con gi. Toi sé viét thu kién 1én... 1én ai
dé. Bay la chon bi mat cua ching t6i. Dang 1é né phai dwgc gitt bi mat mai
madi. Gio thi lam sao chung t6i tan hon & d6 dwoc nita?

“Ai ciing dén d6 a?” “O phai. Chd d6 kha dwoc chudng.” Anh ta toét
miéng cuwoi. “No6i nhé nhé, ddy 1a noi nguwdi ta dén hit mot choac.” Hit mot
choac? T6i nhin anh ta tai dai. Cai viing than thwong lang man tuyét voi cta
chiing t6i gio la ché mé Pai H6i Can Sa u?
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T6i xoa madt, cd thich nghi véi bitc tranh méi tam t6i. “Vay la... gio nay
cling c6 nguoi ¢ do a?”

“O phai. Pém qua & d6 c6 tiéc. Nhung gid thi tat ca chic dang ngu 16i.
Gdp lai chi sau.” Anh ta day thuyén xudng, giwvong buém lén.

Vay la hét. Toan bo ké hoach ctia ching t6i da vao sot rac. Toi bi bom qua
cho nwéc can trd lai noi Ben ditng.

“Ngay xwa mdi hoan hdo lam sao,” t6i tuyét vong thot. “Va gid thi ching
né lam héng ca roi. Em khong chiu néi nita. Anh nhin xem.” T6i huo tay
quang quang. “That la kinh tdm! Bung la dia nguc!”

“Chua oi, Lottie!” Ben n6i, hoi nong ndy. “Em dang lam qua day. Chung
minh van thudng md tiéc trén bai bién, nhé khong? Ching minh van vitt rac
btra bai ma. Arthur ltic nao chang kéu ca.”

“Nhuwng khong phai bao dung ro6i.”

“Chac chiing minh cting viit nita.” Anh nhun vai.

“Khong hé!” Tbéi dap lai cong phan. “Em udng thudc ma!” “O.” Anh lai
nhtn vai. “Anh quén mat.” Anh quén mat? Lam sao anh cé thé quén chuyén
c6 deo bao cao su khong khi ¢ cung tinh yéu 16n cua doi minh?

T6i mudn néi, Néu yéu em thdt thi anh dd nho chiing minh khéng dung
bao, nhung voi can lwdi im. Cai nhau vé chuyén dung bao hay khong khong
phai la dé tai nén noi trong tuan trang mat. Thay vao do, t6i chi run vai kho
ndo nhin ra bién.

To6i that vong dén nodi chi mudn khéc vang. Pay hoan toan khong phai
nhitng gi téi twdng twgng. Chac 1a, thanh thyc ma noi, to6i khong hé twdng
twong trén bai bién c6 nguwoi. Toi twdng twong ching tbi sé c6 toan quyén &
day. Chung toi sé chay qua bai cat vang tanh va nhdy dua v6i nhitng con song
sti bot, roi vao mot cai 6m vira vin trong tiéng nhac vi cam réo rit. U thi
dung la c6 hoi phi thuce té that. Nhung cho nay thi quay ngoat mot tram tam
muoi do roi.

“Hirm, vay minh lam gi bay gio?” cudi cung to6i noi.

“Chiing minh van c6 thé chai vui chit.” Ben kéo t6i lai gan va trao cho toi
mot nu hon. “Du sao thi trd lai cling that tuyét, phai khong? Cat van nhu xua.
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Bién van nhw xwa.”

“Phai.” Biét on, t6i chim vao nu hon cua anh.

“Lottie van nhw xwa. Va cai quan sooc sec xy ciing thé.” Hai tay anh ap
lay mong t0i, va toi chot cdm thay khao khat phai gianh lai it nhat mot phan
giac mo ctia minh. “Anh nhé céi nay khéng?” T6i dwa tti anh cam. T6i hit
that sdu, chuan bi tv thé, réi khé nhun bat 1én va bat dau mot chuoi nhao 1on
1& ra 12 hoan héo doc bo bién. Oi. O&i. Ac. Khi that. Dau téi.

To6i khong biét c6 chuyén gi nita, ngoai trir hai canh tay bong khuyu xuéng
dwéi trong lwgng co thé, co vai tiéng hét sg hdi xung quanh, roi t6i roi uych
cam dau xuong dat. Gid thi t6i da nam xoai chan xoai tay trong rat xau mat
trén mat cat, hoi thd don dap choang vang.

Céanh tay t6i dang nhitc budt vi dau con dau 6c toi thi vang vat vi ho then.
T6i khong 16n vong duwgce niva w? Céi do bat dau tir bao gio vay?

“Em yéu.” Ben lai gan, trong c6 vé xau hd. “Ping lam minh bj thwong.”
Anh mét anh doi sang chiéc quan soéc ctia tdi. “Cé tai nan nho nhé thi phai?”

T6i nhin theo anh, lai hitng thém mdt cd thé lwong. Cai quan nhuém da bi
rach. T6i da lam toac n6 & cho khong nén toac ti nao. T6i chi mudn chét tai
cho.

Ben dyng toi ditng lén, toi xoa tay va nhan mdt. Hinh nhv tay cling sai
ludn r6i thi phai.

“Co OK chi&?” mot ¢6 bé ditng gan do mac quan so6c bo va 4o tam quang
chttng mwoi 1am tud6i héi. “Co phai hoi nhiin hon mét ti lac bat dau. Nhw thé
nay ne.” Co bé hoi lac minh sang ngang r6i 16n nhao mot vong tuyét hao, tiép
dé6 la mo6t vong nita cham dat ca hai chan. Con dién.

“Cam on,” to6i 1am bam. “Co sé ghi nhd.” T6i lay lai tai trén tay Ben va ca
hai im lang day nguwong nghiu. “Gig thi... minh lam gi day?” cudi cung t6i
héi. “Di xem viing a?” “Anh can ca phé,” Ben cuwong quyét néi. “Va anh
cling mudén xem nha khach nita, em thé nao?”

“Tat nhién!” T6i cam thdy hy vong lai 16e 1én. Du bai bién vitt di dugc r6i,
nhing c6 thé nha khach van nguyén nhw trwéc. “Cé diéu anh di 1én thang
treéc di,” toi néi them.
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Néu quan sod6c cua toi da toac, thi dirng hong anh dwgc di sau toi. Toi
khong biét 1a vi hau qua vu 16n nhao tai va hay vi may do tim & phong gym
néi doi, nhung t6i khong déo dai dugce nhw xwa. Ma 113 bac kha 1a nhiéu. To6i
thady minh phéi bam vao tay vin méi du dwgc nguwdi 1én, va thdy mirng 1a Ben
khong nhin thdy. Mat td6i néng birng, toc da tudt khoi chun, td6i dang thd hén
hén theo cach khong goi tinh chit nao. Mat trdi bat dau nong rirng ruc, nén
toi tranh nhin 1én, nhwng khi leo gan dén noi thi t6i nguwdc 1én va chép mat
ngac nhién. C6 mot bong nguwdi in dam trén dau vach da. Mot co gai. “Chao
anh chi!” c0 ta n6i vong xuong bang giong Anh. “Anh chi la khach nghi a?”
Co ta trong that mé hon, toi nhan ra khi 1én cao hon. BO nguwc that hiém cé.
Bao nhiéu cum ti* mon sédo dang uia veé trong dau t6i. Nguc co ta trong nhu hai
vang trang nau cang day cai ao hai day trang. Khéng, nhw doi ctin nau nghich
ngom chit. Dén ca t6i cling mat hon dén noi chi muén dwa tay so. Co ta
nghiéng minh qua vach da chao ching t6i dang ldo déao di 1én, va t6i c6 thé
nhin thang vao ranh ngyc sau hun hat trén nguwdi co ta. Nghia 1a Ben ciing
vay. “Kha 1am!” c6 ta cwdi 16n khi cudi cung chiing tdi cling 1én dén noi. Toi
thé hong hoc dén noi khong cat 1oi diwge nita. Ben cling thé, nhung trong anh
nhu thé dang c6 néi diéu gi do6 vdi t6i hay 1a véi co gai cé than hinh tuyét my
kia?

La v&i c6 gai co than hinh tuyét my. “Cai quai gi thé!” cubi cung anh cling
bat ra duwgc - va nghe giong anh nhuw chét diéng. “Sarah!”
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Chuong 22

S otts

Pau 6c t6i dao dién hét 1én r6i. Toi khong biét nén tap trung vao dau nita. Toi
khong biét nén bat dau tir dau nita.

Pau tién 1a cai nha khach. Lam sao n6 cé thé khac nhitng ky ttrc con lai
trong t6i dén mitc d6? Cho nao cling nho hon, t6i tan hon va néi chung la
kém dién hinh hon han. Ching t6i dang ngoi trén hang hién, kém xa cai hang
hién an twgng trong ky trc téi va lai con son mau be kha 6n dang tréc ra tirng
dai. Khu vuon 0 liu thi chi 1a mot bai dat lém chém, thwa thét dam ba cai cay.
Phong canh tir day nhin ra ciing dep, nhung chang khac gi canh & bat ky hon
dao Hy Lap nao khac.

Lai con Arthur. Lam so t0i titng 16a mat tridc Ong ta dén thé dugc? Lam
sao tOi lai tirng ngoi chau chuc bén chan, hép 14y ting 16i vang y ngoc cua
ong ta? Ong ta ching phai nha thong théi. Ciing ching phai nha hién triét. Chi
1a mot ldo dé gia nghién rugu ngoai bay chuc. Ong ta da hai Ian tim cach so
soang toi.

“Ding quay lai,” gio 6ng ta dang noéi, vung vay diéu thudc ty van lay
trong khong khi. “T6i n6i cho bon tré cac co cau biét. Birng tham lai. Tudi tré
van & nguyén noi cac co cau chia tay no, day la cho thich hgp danh cho né.
Cac 0 cau tro lai lam gi? Cai gi dang mang theo trén duong doi thi co cau
cling da mang roi.”

“B0.” Sarah ddo mat. “Pu roi day. Ho da quay lai r6i. Va con rat mirng la
thé.” Co ta rang r& nhin Ben. “Anh dén ding lic lam. Nha em ban xong r6i.
Théang sau nha em sé don di. Uéng thém ca phé khong?” Khi c6 ta cti nguoi
rét ca phé, t6i khong kim ndi minh ngam nghia. Nhin gan c6 ta cling khong
kém toan my hon ti nao. Nguwoi co ta cai gi cling lang mu6t nhuw lua, ngue co
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ta thi dang day hét c& cai ao ct nhu dang & dai hoi thao dién nguc va dang
khoe khoang cho moi nguoi xem.

Va day la 1y do thit hai lam dau 6c t6i dao dién. Thyc t€ 1a vai ly do trong
mot. Thit nhat: c6 ta dep kinh hon. Thit hai: 10 ranh ranh la c6 ta véi Ben
tirng c6 ca mot qua khit & nha khach nay truedc khi toi xuat hién. Hai nguoi
bon ho ¢ khong ngét am chi nay no réi pha Ién cuwdi va doi cha de. Thit ba:
dén gio gitta ho van con sitc hap dan. Néu t6i con thady dwgc thi chac chan ho
phai thady chit? Chac chan ho phéi cdAm nhan dwgc chit? Thé nghia la sao?

Bat ky diéu gi trong d6 nghia la sao?

T6i dén ca phé Sarah dwa bang doi tay run rdy. T6i c nghi quay lai nha
khach nay sé la khiic khai hoan trang 1€ cho tuan trang mat, khi moi sgi chi sé
chay vé m6t moi hoanh trang va my man. Trai lai, c6 vé da thém ca déng chi
mdi vira X0 ra ma chang c6 cai gi duwgc git lai. Nhat 1a Ben. Anh con c6 vé
dang tudt dan ra khoi toi. Anh khong chiu dap lai mat to6i, va khi t6i vong tay
qua nguoi anh thi anh hay ra. T6i biét Sarah nhan thay, vi co ta y nhi nhin cho
khac.

“Ta gia di.” Arthur thi van 1ai nhai. “D0oi song can duong giac mo. Giadc
mo can duwong doi song. Triwedc gio van nhw vay ca. Cé ai mubn udéng Scotch
khong?” Ong ta chot twoi 1én. “Mit troi 1én qua truc budm roi, theo gid Hy
Lap.”

“Cho chau mét ly,” Ben dap, lam t6i rat phat long. Anh lam gi thé? M&i
muoi mot gio sang. T6i khong muodn anh bat dau chim trong cd mé ly Scotch.
T6i ban cho anh cai nhin Pdy c6 phdi y tuwéng hop ly khéng, anh yéu? va anh
ném lai véi mot cai trirng mat ma t6i cé linh cam khong lanh la Xéo di dirng
co co diéu hanh cubc song cta t6i. Va lan nita Sarah lai y nhj nhin di cho
khac.

Oi Chda oi, that ding 1a tra tdn. D& mot ngwdi dan ba khac y nhi nhin 1ang
di trong lic minh dau vo mat véi chong that ding la trai nghiém xau mat nhat
tran doi. Cling ngang vGi viéc quan so6c nhudm bj toac gitta Itic c6 nhao 1on.
“Gioi lam! Vao day lam mot coc whisky nao.” Arthur day Ben vé cu6i nha
khach, t6i ngoi tro lai v&i Sarah trén hién. Khong khi gitta d6i bén kha bitc
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boi, toi khong biét phai bat dau tir dau nira. T6i tuyét vong muon biét... ma
chinh xac la biét gi? “Ca phé ngon lam.” T6i danh rut lui vao phép lich su.

“Cam on.” Co ta cudi dap, roi thd dai. “Lottie nay. T6i chi mu6n néi la...”
Co x0e ban tay. “T6i khong hiéu liéu c6 c6 biét 1a Ben vdi toi...”

“Truwdce thi khong,” nguwng mot 1at, téi noi. “Nhuwng gid toi biét r6i.” “Chi
la bat bo rat chdp nhoang thoi. T6i ra day tham bo, va chung t6i bap vao
nhau. Chi khodng hai tuan la nhiéu. Xin dirng nghf la...” Lan nita c6 ta ngirng
lai. “T6i khong mudn co...” “T6i khong nghi gi hét!” t6i twoi tinh ngat 10i.
“Khong c6 gi ca!” “Tot.” Co ta lai mim cuwdi, khoe ham rang tuyét my. “That
dé throng la hai ngudi da trd lai. Rat nhiéu ky niém dep, hy vong thé.”

“Phai, vO cung nhiéu.”

“Pung la mot mua hé siéu pham.” Co6 ta nhap ca phé. “Pay la nam Bill By
& ngoai nay. Co c6 biét anh ay khong?”

“Cé, toi biét Bill By.” T6i dan ra mot chit. “Va Ngén Ut nita.”

“Va hai cau Ned? Mot dém ho bi bat hoi toi ra day,” c6 ta néi, nhe rang
cudi. “Ho bi ném vao tu, bo phai bdo lanh cho ho ra.” “T6i c6 nghe chuyén
d6.” Toi ngo6i day, chgt c6 hitng véi cau chuyén. “Co co biét chuyén thuyén
cau chim khong?”

“Troi a, c6.” Co gat dau. “Bo c6 ké cho toi nghe. Thém cé vu chay nita,
ding la mot nam dai hoa. Dén cad Ben t0i nghiép ciling bi cim. Anh ay 6m
nang lam.”

Co ta vira noi gi? Bi cim?

“Bi cum?” T6i nhac lai, giong lac di. “Ben a?” “Kinh khung cuc.” Co ta
co d6i ban chan rdm nang lén ghé. “Lam t6i lo phat dién lén dugc. Anh ay
con mé sang nita. Té6i phdi cham anh dy su6t dém. T6i hat cac bai Joni
Mitchell cho anh &y nghe.” C6 ta cwoi 16n.

Pau t6i dang kéu u u hodng hot. Chinh Sarah mdi la ngwdi cham cho anh
khoi cim. Sarah méi la ngwdi hat cho anh nghe. Con anh thi twéng day la toi.

Va ddy la gidy phat anh “biét minh yéu t6i”. Anh da ké vay treéc nguyén
mot dam khan gia.
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“O1” t6i néi, c6 1am vé thoadi mai. “O. C6 lam kha 1dm.” T6i nudt nuwdc
bot. “Nhung ctt nghi mai vé qua khit cling chang dwgc gi nhi? Thé thi, o...
hién gio ¢ day co bao nhiéu khach?”

T6i muon chuyén chu dé that nhanh, treée khi Ben quay lai. Nhung Sarah
da 1o t6i di. “Anh ay ndéi chuyén budn cwoi hét sitc lic mé sang ay,” c6 ta hoi
twédng. “Anh &y muén bay. Toi thi ci, ‘Ben, anh dang 6m! Nam xuong!’ R6i
thi anh bao toi la thién than ho ménh cta anh. Anh c néi thé, nhac di nhac
lai. T6i la thién than h6 ménh cda anh.” “Ai la thién than ho ménh cuda ai?”
giong Ben vang tGi chiing t6i. Anh xuat hién trén hang hién, cam coc rugu.
“Nhan thé, bo em di c6 viéc roi. Ai la thién than ho ménh cda ai?” anh nhac
lai.

Rudt gan t6i roi nhu to vo. Toi phai ngan cau chuyén nay ngay 1ap tirc.

“Nhin céi cdy 6 liu hay chwa kia!” t6i the thé néi, nhirng ca Ben lan Sarah
déu 1o toi di.

“Anh khong nhé a Ben?” Sarah cuwdi vang, ngtta dau ra sau. “Hoi anh bi
cum con em cham anh su6t dém dy? Anh n6i em la thién than hd ménh cua
anh. Y ta Sarah.” Co ta nghich ngogm dwa chan day vao ngudi anh. “Nhé y ta
Sarah khong? Nh¢ cac bai Joni Mitchell khong?”

Ben nhu héa da tai cho. Anh liéc sang t6i sac nhon, r6i nhin lai Sarah, r6i
lai nhin toi. Tran anh nhan ca lai hoang mang.

“Nhung... nhung... ddy la em cham anh chi, Lottie.”

Ma t6i dé ruc. Toi khong biét noi gi nita. Sao t6i lai nhan vo da cham anh,
tal sao?

“Lottie?” Sarah ngac nhién noéi. “Nhung c6 ay con khong ¢ day co ma!
DPay la em, va em sé nhan phiéu bé ngoan, cdm on! Em mdi la ngudi ngoi lau
tran anh dén tan sang. Pirng cé noi anh da quén réi day,” co ta thém, vo trach
moc.

“Anh khoéng quén,” Ben noi, giong chgt s6i néi. “Chuaa gi! T4t nhién la
anh khong quén! Anh da nhé dém ay su6t doi minh. Nhwng anh nhé nham.
Anh ct twéng la...” Anh dwa mat nhin t6i oan trach.
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Ca nguoi toi noi gai. T6i phai ndi gi thoi. Tat ca déu dang nhin minh. “Co
1€ 1a em nham.” T6i nuot vec. “Véi... mot hom khac.”

“H6m nao?” Ben gang. “Anh chi bi cim mot lan théi. Va gio thi hda ra
khong phai la em cham anh, ma la Sarah. Théat la hon loan.” Anh gan giong,
khong khoan nhuong.

“Em xin 16i.” Sarah nhin ti* ngwdi nay qua ngwoi kia, nhw méi nhan ra vé
cang thang gitra hai ching t6i. “Ciling dau phai chuyén gi 16n.”

“Co chi?!” Ben dap nam dam 1én dau. “Em khong nhén ra a? Em da ctitu
anh. Em mdéi la thién than ho ménh cta anh, Sarah a. Chuyén nay da thay
doi...” Anh ngirng bat.

T6i cong phan nhin anh. Chuyén nay thay doi cai gi? T6i vira mdi la thién
than hd ménh cua anh ba phut tredc. Khong thé it thich 1a bup cai doi thién
than dugc.

“Pirng néi lai nita chit!” Sarah lac dau va mim cuwdi. “Toi da bado c6 ma,”
cb ta quay sang t6i, nhw muon lam khéng khi vui 1én. “Anh ay noi da chuyén
ngd ngan vé thién than cac kiéu. Ma th6i.” Hién nhién chinh c6 ta cling dang
muon doi cha dé. “Thé thi, hai nguwdi lam nghé gi?” Ben quac mat nhin toi,
roi tgp mot ngum whisky. “Anh lam gidy,” anh mé dau.

Trong lic anh ké vé cong ty gidy ctia minh, t6i udng moén ca phé nguodi
ngat, khé run Ién. T6i khong tin n6i cau n6i déi nho nho v6 hai cia minh lai
bi lat tdy. Nhung t6i cling khong tin noi Ben lai coi chuyén d6 nghiém trong
nhw thé. C6 Chua chitng gidm. Ai ma quan tdm ai cham ai? T6i lo dang dén
noi chang lot tai cau nao trong cudc noéi chuyén, roi birng tinh khi nghe chit
“ra nwdc ngoai” tr miéng Ben. Anh dang noi vé Phap ddy a?

“Em cling thé! Chac lic nao ddy em sé di thuyén khap cac ddo Caribe mot
chuyén,” Sarah dang néi. “Day do ti chut dé kiém tién. Xem tinh hinh thé
nao.”

“Anh cling mudn thé lam.” Ben dang hang hai gat. “Pi thuyén la dam mé
cta anh. Néu c6 diéu gi anh muén lam trong vong hai nam t6i thi day la danh
nhiéu thoi gian hon trén thuyén.”

“Anh da di thuyén & Pai Tay Duwong bao gio chwa?”
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“Anh mu6n lam.” Mat Ben birng 1én. “Anh mu6n 1ap mot doi di véi nhau.
Em vao khong?” “Chac chan r6i! R6i danh cd m6t mua boi thuyén & Caribe
nhé?” “Nhat tri!”

“Duyét.” Ho dap tay vao nhau, cudi 16n. “Co c6 di thuyén khéng?” Sarah
1é do noi thém vdi t6i. “Khong han.” T6i dang nhin Ben, gidn s6i. Anh chua
bao gio nhac dén chuyén di thuyén trén Pai Tay Duwong véi téi. Va cai do thi
an nhap vao dau vGi mua trang trai & Phap? Va dap tay an y thé la sao? Toi
chi mudn 16i may chuyén do6 ra ngay lap titc, nhung tredc mat Sarah thi
khong dugc. Bong dung toi wéc minh chwa bao gio quay lai day. Arthur noéi
dang. Pung quay lai.

“Vay 1a moi nguoi dang ban sach a?” tdi hoi Sarah. “U’.” Sarah gat dau.
“That ti€c, nhung bita tiéc dén lac tan r6i. Nha nghi da cwdp hét khach. Ho
dang mua cho dat nay nita. Ho sé dung thém nha.”

“Li khén!” Ben rit 1én gian di.

“Co 18.” Co ta nhun vai, twoi tinh. “Ma thyc té 1a viéc lam an chang con
dwgc nhu trude tir sau vu chdy. Em cling khong biét lam sao ma bd tru lai
dugc 1au vay niva.”

“Vu chay dung la kinh khung,” t6i gép chuyén, mirng ron vi da chuyén
qua dé tai minh biét r6. To6i hy vong sé c6 ngudi nhdc dén viéc to6i da diing
cam nhay lén vi tri lanh dao va ctu dvgc bao nhiéu mang ngudi ra sao,
nhung Sarah chi néi, “O, 16n x6n ghé gém.”

“Pay la do bép bi chap hay gi dd, phai khong?” Ben hoi.

“O khong.” Sarah lic dau, khuyén tai va vao nhau lanh canh. “Ban dau thi
ho nghi vay. Nhung roi ngudi ta diéu tra ra la do nén cua ai d6. Anh hiéu
khong, trong phong ngu ay. Nén thom.” Co ta liéc dong hé. “Em phai di lay
moén ham ra da. Xin phép.”

Khi c6 ta bién mat, Ben nhdp mot ngum Scotch, roi liéc sang toi, mat bién
sac. “Co chuyén gi thé?” Anh cau may. “Lottie? Em c6 6n khéng?” Khong,
toi khong on chit nao. Sy thyc that qua tan ac, t6i khong suy nghi noi nita.
“La do em,” cudi cung to0i thi tham, thdy nén nao ca nguwdi. “Em noéi 1a do em
cai gi?” Anh tr6 mat. “Lic nao em ciling dé nén thom trong phong ngu!” toi
thi thao dit doi. “Nh¢ khong? Bao nhiéu la nén dy? Chac em dé quén khong
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tat. Ngoai em ra khong ai c6 nén thom cd. Vu chay la 16i tai em!” T6i qua
choang vang va kinh hai, mat da bat dau dang 1é. Gi¢ phut chién thang ruc rd
cta toi... Tat cd roi 14 ta thanh tro r6i. T6i khong phdi 1a anh hung da cttu thé
gigi. Toi la tén phan dién bat can, ngu si. T6i dang chd Ben hodc 6m choang
1ay t6i, hodc thét 1én, hodc hoi don thém, hodc lam gi d6. Nhuwng tréi lai, trong
anh rat tho o.

“O, cfing 1au 1&m r6i,” cudi cling anh néi. “Khéng con quan trong nita.”
“Anh n6i khong con quan trong la sao?” T6i tron mat nhin anh sttng so. “Tat
nhién la quan trong chi! Em da lam hong mua he cia moi nguoi! Em lam
hong ca cong an viéc lam cta nha khach! That kinh khung!”

To6i thay hoi han dén phat 6m. Va hon nita - t6i cdm thay minh da sai, sai
mot cach ngu ngoc, tir dau dén gio. Chirng dy nam dén gio. T6i da 6m ap ky
trc 1am lan. Phai, dém ay t6i da lam nén khac biét - nhwng la mot khac biét tai
va. T6i da c6 thé khién ai do chét. Toi da c6 thé khién nhiéu nguwdi chét. Toi
khong phai nguoi nhv minh twéng. T6i khong phai nguwdi nhv minh twong.
T6i bong nac 1én. Cit nhw moi thit da tan hoang ca ra roi. “Em c6 nén néi véi
ho khong? Em c6 nén thd nhan tat ca khong?” “Chda oi, Lottie,” Ben s6t rudt
noéi. “Tat nhién la khéng. Quén chuyén do di.

Ca mudi lam nam treede roi. Khong ai bi lam sao ca. Khong ai quan tam
dau.” “Co em quan tam!” toi choang vang noi.

“Hu, thi em cling nén thoi di. Em c& n6i di ndi lai vé cai vu chay khén
khiép ay...” “Khong, khong phai!” “Cé, c6 day.” Trong toi cé gi dit phut.

“Htr, con anh thi néi di néi lai vé chuyén di thuyén!” Cham noc, t6i thét.
“May céi dé tir dau chui ra?”

Ca hai tr6 mat nhin nhau, déu hoang mang choang vang. Cit nhw 1a hai bén
dang wéc lwgng dich thi chuan bi vao tran dau nhung con chwa ro luat. Cudi
cung, Ben m& huwdng tdn cong mdai.

“Vé co ban thi 1am sao anh tin bat ky diéu gi em néi dugc nita?” anh noi.
“Sao?” T6i rdam lai, choang vang. “Em khong hé cham anh qua tran cim,
nhung lai ké cho anh nghi thé.” Anh mét anh khong khoan nhwong. “Ai lai di
lam thé chi?” “Em bi... lan.” T6i nuodt we. “Em xin 16i, OK?”

Mat Ben khong diu hon. Do thang khon lam vé cao dao.
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“Pugc, OK.” Toi phan don. “Nhan dang bdi sy that mat long, cho phép
em hoi lam sao ma anh dy dinh di thuyén cd m6t mua & Caribe dugc trong
khi chiing ta sap chuyén dén Phap song?” “Chung ta c6 thé chuyén dén Phap
song,” anh néng ndy cai. “Hodc c6 thé khong. Ching ta chi dang liét ké cac y
dinh théi. Troi a!” “Ching ta khong hé liét ké y dinh!” T6i tron mat nhin anh
kinh hoang. “Chung ta dang 1ap ké hoach! Em dang dat ca doi em vao do!”

“Moi thit OK chit?” Sarah lai nhap nhom trén hién nha, va Ben 14p titc gan
nu cwdi nira miéng quyén ri 1én moi.

“Tuyét!” anh noi, ctt nhu khong c6 gi xay ra. “Bon anh chi dang xa hoi
th6i.”

“Thém ca phé nhé? Hay Scotch?”

T6i khong dap lai n6i co ta. Toi dang dan nhan ra sy thye khiang khiép: toi
dang dat ca doi minh vao céi ga ngoi trudc mat day. Cai ga cé nu cudi quyén
rii va phong thai dé dai, dot nhién c6 vé la lam, xa la va don gian la sai cho,
c® nhw phong ngu thtra trong nha ai d6. Khong chi 1a t6i khong biét anh ta,
toi con khong hiéu anh ta, va t6i e rang minh con khong wa anh ta lam. T6i
khong wa chong minh. Nghe nhuw tiéng chuong trong tai. Ho6i chuéng bao ti.
To6i da pham phai sai 1am 16n, khing khiép, té tai. Toi tuyét vong mong cé
Fliss, nhuwng dong thoi toi nhan ra minh sé khéng bao gio, khéng bao gio dam
thtra nhan diéu nay vai chi. Toi sé phai tiép tuc lam vg Ben va gia vo moi thi
déu 6n cho dén hét doi. Néu khong thi xau ho chét di mat.

OK. Vay s6 phan t6i la thé. T6i thay kha binh tinh. T6i da 1ay phai nguoi
khong hop va don gian la sé phai song chung vGi chuyén dé trong coi day ai
vinh vién. Khong con cach nao khac.

(13

.. MOt noi rat tuyét néu muodn di trang mat,” Sarah dang néi khi ngoi
xu6ng. “Hai ngudi c6 vui vé khong?” “O c6 chi,” Ben mia mai. “Vui khong
ta dugc. Hét cho ché.” Anh ném cai nhin thu dich vé phia t6i, lam t6i xu 16ng.
“Anh néi thé la co y gi?”

“Hur, khong thé noéi chiing ta da hudng dwoc ‘niém vui trang mat’ nhw moi
nguwoi khac, phai khong?” “Khong phai 16i cia em!” “Thé ai tir ch6i anh sang
nay?” “Em dang doi dén cai viing! Chung ta da dinh lam & cai viing!” To6i
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nhan ra Sarah dang ling ting, nhung t6i khong ding duwgc. Toi thdy nhw
minh sap soi trao lén.

“Lic nao cling c6 cd,” Ben nat. “Em dau c6 bia ra c6!” Toi thét len, dién
cad nguoi. “Sao, thé anh nghi em khong muon... lam thé a?” “Anh khong biét
phai nghi gi nita!” Ben quac lai titc gian. “Nhuwng chung ta cling chwa lam,
ma em thi chang c6 vé gi la buén long ca! Em giai thich th xem!” “Em cé
bu6n long chit!” t6i hét 1én. “Tat nhién la em budn long r6i!” “Khoan da,”
Sarah noi, than trong nhin t Ben sang toi. “Hai nguoi chua...?” “Khong co
co hoi,” Ben nghién rang noi.

“0.” Sarah thd hét ra, vé kinh ngac. “Nhw thé hoi... bat thwong khi huwdng
tuan trang mat.” “Phong ching to6i bi xao tron,” toi giai thich van tat, “r6i Ben
say, chung t6i bi quan gia bam du6i, r6i téi phat di ¢ng, r6i néi chung...”
“Piing 1a mot con 4c mong.” “Ac mong.”

Ca hai clng rii ra vi sau ndo, con béc héa lic ndy bién sach. “A,” Sarah
néi va nhdy mat. “Trén tang chung t6i con phong trong ddy. Giwong nita.
Tham chi ca bao.”

“That ha?” Ben ngbc dau. “Trén tang c6 giwong a? Giwong doi riéng dé
bon anh st dung? Em khong biét bon anh mong dugc nghe cau dé thé nao
dau.” “Hang dong ay chi. Nha khach vang mot ntra r6i.” “Thé thi tuyét qua!
Tuyét!” Tinh than Ben da lai 1én cao vit. “Chuing ta c6 thé lam ngay day tai
nha khach! Noi ching ta gap nhau! Nao thwa phu nhan Parr, hay cho phép toi
an thit ba.” “Em khong nghe 1o0m dau,” Sarah dua.

“Em c6 thé tham gia néu em thich!” Ben noi, r6i voi vang quay sang toi.
“Pua thoi. Pua.” Anh chia tay cho t6i, nu cuwdi van dm &p nhw hoi nao dén
gio. Nhung ma thudt khong con tadc dung nita. Ngon liva da tat. Im lang twéng
nhw kéo dai vo tan. Trong long t6i n6i séng. T6i muodn gi? T6i mudn gi?

“Em khong biét nita,” toi n6i sau mot ldc 1au ngirng 10i va nghe Ben hit
that manh. “Em khong biét?” Nghe giong anh nhu da hét chiu néi. “Cai me gi
thé, em khong biét?”

“Em... em phdi di dao mét 1at.” Toi dot ngot day ghé va rdo budc di trudc
khi anh kip néi ti€p diéu gi.
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Toi di qua sau lwng nha khach, 1én qua doi 1ém chém cay bui dang sau. Tw
day c6 thé thady nha nghi méi xdy: mot toa nha bé tong op kinh, nhét vao
khodnh dat noi ngay xwa bon con trai choi da bong. T6i sdi budc bo qua né,
di ti€p xudng doi cho tdi khi khong phai thdy n6 nita. Gid t6i da ¢ mot
khodng dat hoi triing xuéng, khap xung quanh la cay 6 liu, thém mot can léu
nét t6i 16 mo nhé ngdy xua ting thdy. O chd nay ciing c6 rac - vo lon cii, vé
tii bim bim, mot mau banh mi det. T6i nhin no, trong long trao dang noi cam
ghét ké da bo no lai day. N6i hitng, t6i di khap bai dat trong, nhat hét rac rwdi,
nhw bong nhién vira don mot luéng sinh khi m@i. Khong cé thung rac, nhung
toi nhat hét lai canh nhau, bé bén mot tdng da 16n. Cudc doi chinh t6i c6 thé
la mét bai 16n, nhung it nhat toi cling don quang dwgc mot vat dat chi.

Khi da xong, tdi ng6i 1én tdng da nhin ra dang trudc, khong budn tim hiéu
xem minh dang nghi gi nita. Cac y nghi qua 1on x0n va dang sg. Nang dang
gid xuong dau, xa xa co tieng dé be. Nghe vay td6i mim cwdi hoai nhg. Cé vai
diéu van khong thay doi. Mot ldc sau, tiéng thé phi pho khién téi quay dau.
MGt c6 téc vang mdc vay mua hé mau hong dang leo 1én doi. Co ta thay toi
ngoi trén tang da, nhoén cuwdi roéi mirng rd tién lai. “Chao,” c6 noi. “Toi co
thé...” “Moi c6.” “Nong ghé.” Co ta lau tran. “Hirng hue.” “Co 1én day xem
di tich a? Di tich c6 dai ay?” “Khong,” t6i dap. “T6i chi di loanh quanh thoi.
Toi dang di trang mat,” toi noi thém, lam c@. Toi c6 10 mo nhé moi nguoi
nhac dén di tich nay hoi di nghi nam ay. Ca dam déu dv dinh sé dén xem mot
lan, nhung cudi cung chang ai buén nhac chan.

“Chung to6i cling trang mat,” cO ta twoi tinh han. “Ching t6i & bén
Apollina, nhwng chéng t6i 16i ra tan day xem may cai di tich ay. To6i bado can
nghi chan mot 1at, r6i quay lai véi anh dy sau.” C6 16i ra binh nwéc, tu mot
ngum. “Anh dy ldc nao cling thé. Nam ngodi ching to6i di Thai Lan; t6i suyt
nita thi tac thd. Cudi cung téi dinh céng. To6i bdo, ‘Dtrng c6 thém cai dén dai
d& hoi ndo nita. Em muén ra nidm bai bién.” Y t6i 13, nim bai bién thi c6 gi
khong dung cha?”

“Pong y.” Toi gat dau. “Ching t6i di Y, ca dot toan nha the 1a nha tha.”

“Lai n6i chuyén nha tho!” Co6 ta ddo mat. “Pé tai wa thich cda t6i. Buing y
nhv ky chiing t6i & Venice. T6i bao anh 4y, ‘O Anh anh c6 bao gi¢ di nha
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tha? Tai sao gio lai dot nhién quan tam chi vi ching minh di nghi?’”

“Chinh x4c 1a t6i da bdo Richard nhu thé ddy!” t6i ham hd néi. “Chong toi
cling tén la Richard day.” c6 kia kéu lén. “Thé c6 buén cwoi khong? Richard
gi?”

C6 ta mim cwoi voi toi, nhung toi chi ngo ngac nhin lai. Toi vira noi gi
vay? Tai sao dau t6i tw dong nghi vé Richard chit khong phai Ben? Toi cé
van dé gi day? “Thuc ra la...” t6i bép mat, tim cach xoa diu dau 6c. “Thuc ra
chong t6i khong phai tén Richard.”

“0.” Cb ta c6 vé gidt minh. “Xin 16i. T6i cit twdng co bao...” Co ta ghé
nhin gan hon day lo ngai. “C6 c6 sao khong?”

Oi troi oi. Toi khong biét minh c6 van dé gi nita. Nudc mit dang ta khoi
mat t6i. Bao nhiéu 1a nwdc mat. Toi lau di, c0 mim cwoi. “Toi xin 16i.” To6i
nuot that manh. “T6i méi chia tay ban trai gan day. Toi van chwa ngu6i han
chuyén do.”

“Ban trai?” Co kia nhin tdi hoang mang. “Toi ct twong co noi dang di
trang mat ma?”

“Pung thé,” t6i khoc. “Toi dang di trang mat!” Va gio thi toi khoc that r6i:
nitc nd tu tu nhw mot diva tré. “Thé ai la Richard?” “Khéng phai chong t6i!”
Giong t6i rwdn lén thanh tiéng hu kho ndo. “Richard khéng phai chong t6i!
ngoi riéng mot lat,” c6 kia ling ting noi, treo xudng khoi tang da. Khi co ta
héi héd chay xa khéi tam mat, t6i tha minh vao con khoc 16¢ am 1 tudn trao.

T6i thdy nhé nha. Pung hon la nhé Richard. Téi nhé anh ay kinh 1én
dwgce. Cam giac nhu, khi chia tay, anh ay da bt mat mot manh tim t6i ma
mang di. Su6t mot thoi gian dai con ham muén thic toi tién téi - nhung gio
toi m&i nhan ra minh da bi trung thwong nang dén mitc nao. Ca ngudi toi
dang ham hap vi dau dén, con lau méi co thé lanh lai dwoc.

T6i nhé anh, t6i nhd anh, t6i nhé anh.

T6i nhé khiéu hai hwdc va ly tri caa anh. T6i nhé cam giac cé anh trén
givong bén minh. Toi nhé bat gap mat anh gitta bita tiéc va biét ca hai cung
dang nghi dén mot diéu. To6i nhd mui hwong ctia anh, mui hwvong ctia mot
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nguoi dan ong. Toi nhd giong anh, nhd moi hon ctia anh va ca doi chan anh
nita. Toi nhd moi thw ¢ anh.

Va t6i da la vg nguoi khac.

T6i lai nitc 1én tuyét vong. Vi sao t6i lai di 1dy chong? T6i nghi cai quai gi
vay? To6i biét Ben rat quyén rii, vui nhon va néng béng, nhung bong dung
nhitng thit dé c6 vé that vo nghia. C6 vé rong tuéch.

To6i biét lam gi day? T6i vui dau vao ban tay, cdm thay hoi thd minh dan
cham lai. T6i dang van nhan cuwdi vong quanh ngoén tay. Ca doi téi chuwa bao
gio thdy kinh hoang nhw bay gio. T6i da nhiéu 1an pham sai 1dam, nhung chwa
bao gio 16n dén mic dy. Chwa bao gid bi qua bao nhw thé nay.

Minh khéng thé lam gi dugc nita, ndo tdi dang tham nhu. Minh mac ket
roi. Trung bay roi. Va dé la 16i tai minh.

Nang dang pha gay gat xuéng dau. Thuc tinh to6i nén tut khéi tang da ma
di vao ch6 ram. Nhung t6i khong budc minh di chuyén dwgc. Toi khong thé
nhuc nhich. Ching nao toi con chwa tim ra cach. Ching nao t6i con chwa dwa
ra vai quyét dinh.

Pa gan mot tiéng troi qua téi mdi cir dong. T6i nhay khoi tdang da, phui bui
roi nhanh nhen di vé phia nha khach. Ben con chang thém tim xem t6i ¢ dau,
c6 sao khong, t6i nhan dinh. Nhung gio t6i cling chang buon dé tam nita.

Toi thay ho treede khi ho thay tdi. Ben dang ngdi sat Sarah trén hang hién,
ban tay cuén quanh hai vai c06 ta, choi dua cai day dao. Chuyén vira xdy ra 16
16 dén mitc t6i mudn thét 1én. Nhung trai lai, toi chi lan lai ngoi nha khach,
lang 1é nhu meo.

Hon nhau di, t6i giuc tham trong dau. Hon di. Khang dinh diéu t6i tham
tin trong dau di.

T6i ditng do, gan nhuv nin thd, mat dan 1én hai ngwoi d6. Trong hét nhu
Ben va toi hom gap lai trong nha hang khong biét da bao nhiéu ngay trudc
day. Ho dang song lai cam gidc say nang thoi nién thiéu. Ho khong dirng
dwgc. Hooc mon tiét ra tir ho manh dén no6i gan nhw thidy dwgc. Sarah dang
cwoi 16n vi cau gi do Ben néi, va gio thi anh ta dang nghich téc c6 ta, va réi
cai vé mé nhau do dan ay da hién ra trén mat ho va roi...
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Tai tran qua tang.

Moi ca hai da gan vao nhau. Tay anh ta dang lan mo bén trong 4o hai day
cta co ta. Trwedce khi s tinh kip di xa hon nita, t6i sam sam tién lai hang hién,
cam giac nhw mot c6 dién vién truyén hinh vao canh 1& ntra nhip.

“Sao anh dam?” Khi hét 1én cau dé, t6i nhan ra néi thwong than gidu kin
bén trong. Sao anh ta dam 16i t6i dén tan day, khung cdnh cia mot chuyén
tinh khéc, trudc toi va chang bao gio anh ta nhac dén? Anh ta thé nao chang
biét Sarah sé ¢ day. Anh ta thé nao chang biét dam mé ngay nao sé lai ngoc
c6 day. Chang lé tat ca la do anh ta c6 tinh? Chang 1é ddy la mot tro choi?

It nhat thi tdi cling 1am ho giat minh. Ho nhay rdi khéi nhau, Ben dap mét
ca chan vao ghé va chwi thé.

“Ben, ta can no6i chuyén,” t6i néi gat.

“Phai.” Anh ta trirng mat nhin t6i c nhw ddy la 16i cua t6i, va t6i xu 16ng
nhim. Sarah y nhi rdt lui vao trong nha khach, t6i lai ché Ben trén hang hién.

“Thé day. Moi chuyén héng ro6i.” To6i tranh nhin anh ta, ma dam dam nhin
ra bién, toan than cang citng kho s&. “Va gio thi toi thdy dang nao anh ciing
thich nguwoi khac hon.”

“Khon kiép,” anh ta cau kinh néi. “Hon mot cdi...” “Ching ta dang di
trang mat!” “Chinh thé!” anh ta phat héa. “C6 vira méi cy tuyét toi! Thang
dan ong con biét lam gi?”

“Khong phdi t6i cy tuyét anh,” t6i bat lai, nhwng lap tiéc nhan ra la dang,
t6i vira cy’ tuyét anh ta. “OK.” Tdi sta lai. “Unm, tdi xin 16i. Chi 1a...”

Chi la t6i khbng muén lam chuyén dé véi anh. Téi muédn lam chuyén dé
vOi Richard. Vi anh dy mdi la nguoi toi yéu. Richard, Richard yéu dau.
Nhung t6i sé khong bao gio gdp anh dy nita. Va gio thi toi lai sdp phdt khoc
lén roi...

“N6i ra diéu nay rat kho khan,” cudi cung t6i cling m@ miéng dugc, vira
chép chép dé ngan nwdc mat trao ra. “Nhuwng em nghi chiing ta 1dy nhau qua
nhanh. Em nghi chung ta qua voi va. Em nghi...” T6i thd dai rung minh. “Em
nghi lam thé la... khéng ding. Va em nghi 1a do em. Em chi vira ra khéi mot
moi quan hé khac. Nhu thé qua sém.” T6i xoe tay. “Loi tai em. Xin 16i.”
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“Khong,” Ben dap lap titc. “Loi tai anh.”

Im lang, trong ldc t6i tiéu hoa 10i anh ta. Vay la ca hai chiing t6i déu nghi
day la sai lam. Cam giac that bai dang dé triu nguc t6i. Va mot thoang nhe
nhdm. Y nghi Fliss néi diing thoang lwét qua dau, 1am t6i nhin mét. Diéu nay
that kinh khing qud, t6i khong thé doi dién véi né lic nay.

“Anh khong muon dén Phap song,” Ben bat chgt néi. “Anh cam thu cai
dat nudc chét giam d6. Lé ra anh khong nén dé em nghi la anh néi that.”

“Um, thi em khong nén dén anh chuyén d6,” t6i néi, c6 té ra song phéing.
“Va em khong nén bat anh tham gia D6 Uyén Uong.”

“Anh khong nén uong xin dém dau tién.”

“Em nén ngu véi anh ¢ nha khach,” t6i hoi han néi. “Nhuw thé rat tho 0.
Xin 16i.”

“Khdi lo di.” Ben nhtn vai. “Pang nao givong & do cling kéu am am.”

“Vay la... ching ta xong a?” t6i gan nhw khong thot noi nén 16i. “Ha man,
khong lan tan gi chu?”

“Chuing ta c6 thé gianh gidi vu ly di chéng vanh nhat,” Ben néi, khong
mim cuwdi. “Co thé ghi ky luc thé gigi.”

“Vay ta nén bao v@i Georgios bo man album trang mat chang?” toi cuoi
phi ra gan nhu cay dang.

“Thé con t6i karaoke cho cac cadp trang mat? Ta van nén tham gia ch(?”

“Ta da thang D6 Uyén Uong,” t6i nhac anh. “Co6 1€ ta c6 thé tuyén bo ly
hon & budi ga la trao gidi.” Mat t6i nhin mat anh ta, va dét nhién ca hai bo lan
ra cuoi nhu dién nhuw dai.

Phdi cuwoi théi. Néu khéng con lam gi dwgce chi? Khi ca hai da ngudi lai
mot chut, to6i bé goi, nhin anh ta nghiém tic. “Cudc hon nhan nay cé bao gio
khién anh cam thay la thyc khong?”

“0, anh khong biét nita.” Anh ta chép mét nhu vira bi gd tring chd yéu.
“May nam gan day chang c6 gi lam anh cdm giac 1a thyc cd. Cha anh mat, roi
cong ty, r6i bo dién hai... Anh nghi minh can tong vé sinh lai cai nay.” Anh
dap nam dam vao dau.
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“Em cling khong thay thwe,” toi thanh that. “Cit nhw 1a gidc mo ay. Em
dang & tan day giéng, roi anh xuat hién va tréng anh néng bong biét bao...”

DPén ldc nay trong anh ta van nong bong. Anh ta déo dai, rdm nang va chac
nich. Nhung trong mat t6i da c6 gi dé mat di. Trong anh ta ct nhu do6 tong
hop, nhu soda cam ch khong phai nwéc cam vat. Ciing c6 vi cam, cling sui
bot va cting da khat day, nhung dw vi dé lai c6 phan chua chat. Va khéng c6
1gi cho strc khoe.

“Ta lam gi bay gio?” Tran cwoi cda toi da tat han, con gian dit cling vay.
To6i thady bang quan la thwong. That la siéu thyc. Cudc hon nhan cua téi da
chdm dut ti khi chwa kip bat dau.

Va thadm chi ching t6i con chwa ngd véi nhau. Y t6i 13, c6 dang cudi
khong chit? S6 phan da choi cho chiing t6i nhitng v6 tan 4c va méo mo dén
mirc nao? Tuan trang mat cta chung t6i da trd thanh tai va khong tin noi, c
nhu 1a ai d6 Trén Cao khéng muon chung to6i & bén nhau ay. “Anh chang biét.
Choi n6t ky nghi chang? R6i sau do tinh ti€p?” Ben nhin dién thoai. “Anh
con hen vGi Yuri Zhernakov. Em c¢6 biét 6ng ta dong thuyén ra tan day chi dé
gdp anh khong?”

“Oa!” T6i nhin anh ta day an twong.

“Pung thé.” Anh ta hoi phong mang mot chit. “Anh muén ban. Nhu thé
c6 vé hgp ly. Lorcan nghi anh khong nén lam thé,” anh thém, “va dé con la ly
do hay ho hon.”

Mat anh da méo xéch thanh vé cau kinh quen thudc. T6i da nghe vai bai ca
vé viéc Lorcan la mot ga cuéng kiém soat ra sao va Lorcan la mot ga 1gi dung
doc dia thé nao va mét lan, chang nhan dip gi, Lorcan choi béng ban dé ra
sao. T6i khong ham nghe thém bai ca nao nita, nén voi vang nhay coc de tai.
“Vay la anh sé bé khong lam viéc gi nita a?” Toi thay c6 vé dé la mot y
twong kha toi - du ai thém biét toi nghi gi? T6i chi la c6 vg-sap-thanh-cii.

“Tat nhién anh sé khong bé han r6i,” Ben néi, trong cé vé cham noc. “Yuri
noéi sé gitr anh lai lam c6 van dac biét. Bon anh sé vé ra vai dy an mdi cung
nhau. Tung hitng vai y twdng nao do. Yuri ctv lam. Mu6n xem du thuyén cia
ong ta khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tét nhién muon ch.” Co6 16 t6i nén khai thac quyén lam vg anh ta chirng
nao con co hoi. “Con sau dé thi sao? Anh vGi c6 b6 cau dinh lam gi?” T6i gat
dau cut lan vé phia nha khach, va vé an nan quay lai trén mdat Ben. “Anh
khong biét c6 chuyén gi xdy ra nita. Anh xin 16i.” Anh ta sau tham lac dau.
“Ctt nhw Sarah vé6i anh bong dung quay lai tudi mwoi tam, cac ky niém ao ao
ta ve...” “Khong sao dau,” t6i nhwgng bo. “Em hiéu. Chiing minh ciing tirng
nhw vay, nhé khong?” To6i khong tin noi bao nhiéu tan pha da qua, chi vi
nhitng tinh yéu tudi thiéu nién gap lai. Ngwoi ta tuyét déi khong bao gio dugc
noi lai quen biét véi tinh dau, t6i két luan. Pang ra phai cé hinh thitc cach ly
chinh thitc nao day. Phai ra luat: anh da chia tay véi tinh yéu tho au, thé la
hét. Mot trong hai phdi bién ra nwéc ngoai. “Em chang can biét anh lam gi
vOi c0 ta,” t6i noi. “C¢ tha sirc di. Choi cho da vao.” Anh ta tron mat nhin to6i.
“That ha? Nhung... ching ta la vg chong co ma.” Mot diéu khong c6 trong
cac théi xau cua t6i, ddy la tinh dao dic gia. “Cé thé trén gidy t0 thi la thé,”
toi noéi. “Co thé chung ta da ky vai to gidy, doi nhau cai nhan. Nhwng anh
khong thuc long gan bé vGi em, va em khong thuc long gan bé vdi anh.
Khong nghiém tuc. Khong cha y.” Toi tha dai tan day long. “Ching ta con
chang c6 thoi gian tim hiéu cho ra hén nita. Em khong thdy minh c6 quyén
han gi véi anh cd.” “Cha.” Trong anh ta khong tin ndi. “Lottie, em that tuyét
voi. Em la nguwdi rong lwgng nhat... tan tién nhat... em that dang kinh ngac.”
“Sao cling dugc.” To6i nhun vai.

T6i im lang mot luc. Co thé t6i dang kiém ché trwedc mat Ben, nhung 1ong
toi dang tan nat vi tat ca chuyén nay. T6i chi mudn guc xuong vai ai dé ma hu
1én. Moi th? t6i nghi déu 16n tung phéo ca. Pam cwdi cda t6i da tiéu tung. Vu
chdy la do t6i ma ra. Chi toan that bai, that bai, that bai. T6i ng6i dé, ca nguoi
van veo vi cang thang. T6i thdy ndo minh nhv mot ddm may dac sét quay
cuong, chi con lai vai tia nang méng manh sang ro. Nhw nhitng ct huych rat
khé day to6i vé mot huwdng duy nhat. Tinh hinh la... Tinh hinh la thé nay. Ben
rat nong bong. Va rat gidi giwong chiéu. Con t6i thi dang tuyét vong. Va cé 1é
lam thé sé gitp toi tam thdi quén minh da suyt gay ra cai chét ctia hai muwoi
sinh vién vo toi.
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Ben ciing dang lang yén, nhin ra phia trén vuon 6 liu khé can, va cudi
cung anh ta quay sang toi, mat lai 14p lanh.

“Pang c6 y twdng nay,” anh noi. “Thyc ra la em cling thé,” t6i noi.

“Lan dau tién va cling la lan cu6i cung nhé? Twéng nhé ngay xwa?”
“Chinh xac nhu em nghi. Nhung khong phéi ¢ day.” Toi nhan mi. “Dém luc
nao ciing rat ban.”

“Ve lai khach san?”

“PDugc day.” T6i gat dau, cdm thdy con hung phan lai trao qua minh, nhw
mot chit an i trong toan bd vu bé boi ngd ngan nay. Ching t6i xitng dang
vOi nd. Chung toéi can dugc thé. Tredc hét, chuyén nay sé duwgc khép lai, va
th hai, lam thé sé gitip t6i tam quén trai tim khd s& loan nhip ctia minh, va
thi ba, t6i da muon lam thé gan ba tuan nay va t6i sé héa dién mat néu khong
lam.

Chi can chung t6i da quat nhau dén ngdt xiu héi mdi gdp lai thi chuyén
nay da chang xdy ra. Xem ra day cting la mot bai hoc.

“Pé anh bdo Sarah ching ta di vé, va chao luon.” Ben quay tré vao nha
khach. Anh ta vtra di, toi da 16i dién thoai ra. Ngay ltc ndy, khi Ben dang noi,
cam giac ky la nhv mot dang than giao cach cam veé Richard chay vut qua t6i.
C nhw t6i cdm nhan dwgc anh ta dang nghi vé toi, & dau do trén thé gidi. RO
rét dén mitc t6i gan nhw doan chac sé thay tén Richard hién ra trén man hinh.
M4y ngon tay t6i ling ting khi bam mady, tim dap thinh thich vi hy vong bat
chot.

Nhung tit nhién, chang cé gi hét. Khong cudc goi, khong tin nhan, khong
gi ca, du toi da ré xudng dén hai lan. T6i lai d& hoi r6i. Lam sao c6 dugc?
Richard dang & San Francisco, ban ron v&i cudc song méi. Co thé tdéi nhd
anh, nhung anh dau c6 nha toi.

Tam trang t6i lai d6 am xudng vire, nwdc mat hinh nhw lai dang va ra. Sao
toi con nghi dén Richard lam gi? Anh da di r6i. Di r6i. Anh khong nhan cho
toi dau. Anh khong goi cho t6i dau. Chi ding néi chuyén bay nita vong trai
dat dé tuyén bo tinh yéu bat diét va ndi cudi cung anh cling muodn lay to6i (cai
gidc mo bi mat, ngd ngan, khong bao gid thanh sy thue).
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Kho s6, toi lwdt qua cac tin nhan khac, nhan ra cé ca 16 cua Fliss giti. Nhin
thay tén chi da da lam t6i rim lai. Chi da canh cdo t6i vu hon nhan nay. Chi
néi dang. Sao lic nao chi ciing diang thé?

Y nghi ké ra sy that vGi chi that qua sic chiu dung. E mat hét sitc. Toi
khong thé - it ra la vao lic nay. T6i soan tin nhan mdi, cam thdy mdot noi
thach thitc tuyét vong rat tré con, quyét tam mudn chitng minh chi néi sai. Hé
Fliss. O day tuyét 1dm. Biét sao ko? Ben sip ban cong ty cho Yuri Zhernakov
va ching em sé 1én du thuyén cta 6ng ay!! Khi t6i nhin dong chi¥, né nhw
cwoi nhao t6i. Hanh phuc, hanh phic, hanh phic. N6i doéi, noéi doéi, néi doi.
M4y ngon tay tdi danh thém mot cau néi doi: Em that mirng vi da 1ay Ben.

Mot giot nwdc mat roi 1én cai BlackBerry, nhung t6i dé mac bam tiép:
Ching em rat hanh phiic bén nhau; that hoan hdo. Thém nhiéu nwéc mat ro 1a
cha, t6i tho bao quét di. Va roi ngon tay toi lai nhay 1én va lan nay t6i khong
dung lai duogc:

Chi c? twong twong dam cudi tuyét voi nhat qua dat. Em con tuyét hon thé
nhiéu. Ching em that dong cdm vdi nhau, cung hdo hitc chd don twong lai
phia tredc. So vdi Richard, Ben qua la mot vi than. Em con chang nghi tGi
Richard mot giay...
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Chuong 23
%

Ca doi t6i chwra bao gio thady € mat nhw lan nay. Cudi cung toi cling da thay
anh sang. Chan ly. Thyc té. T6i da nham. Mot tram phan tram, hoan toan,
tuyét doi nham. Lam sao ban nang cua t6i lai quang ga dén thé? Lam sao t6i
lai ngu dén thé? T6i khong chi thdy € mat: toi thay ra roi. Tiéu tuy. T6i dang
diéng gitta san bay Sofia, doc tin nhan cta Lottie ma noi gai khap ngudi khi
nghi dén nhitng cyc hinh minh gidng xuéng n6 may ngay vira qua. Tuan trang
mat cta né da bién thanh dia nguc - &y vy ma né va Ben c6 vé lai khang khit
hon bao gid hét. Toan b tro cuwdi nay rot cudc la do Daniel va t6i. T6i chi
dang chay theo nhitng nhu cau cia chinh minh. T6i dang nhin thé gi¢i qua
cap kinh méo mé, bién Lottie la nan nhan vo t6i. Chi con diéu duy nhat cttu
roi t6i la n6 khong biét t6i da lam gi, va sé khong bao gig biét. On Chua. To6i
quay lai véi tin nhan cda Lottie, 10 di tiéng loa goi 1én may bay di Ikonos. Toi
sé khong dén Tkonos. T6i sé khong bén mang lai gan tuan trang mat ctia em
toi. T6i da tan pha du r6i. To6i sé tim mot chuyén bay an toan t¥ té vé lai
London cho Noah va t6i. Toan bd tro dua dé hoi nay chdm dit roi.

Chi ctt twéng twgng dam cudi tuyét voi nhat qua dat. Dam cuwdi ctia em
con tuyét hon thé nhiéu. Chiing em that dong cam véi nhau, cung héo htc
chd doén twong lai phia triedc. So véi Richard, Ben qua la mot vi than. Em con
chang nghi téi Richard mot gidy, va em ciing khong hiéu néi ngay xuwa ting
thich anh ta vi cai quai gi nita. Ben c6 ca dong ké hoach tuyét diéu cho twong
lai!! Anh ay sé thwc hién may ké hoach chung vGi Yuri Zhernakov!! Chiing
em sé di du lich khap noi roi boi thuyén & bién Caribe, r6i mua trang trai &
Phéap!! Ben muon con céi chiing em sau nay sé biét hai thit tiéng!! Cang doc,
toi cang cam thay nhéi ghen ti. Cau Ben nay nghe ¢t nhv Siéu nhan. Hinh
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anh ctia Lorcan vé cau ta nghe c6 vé thiéu chinh xac dén tram trong. Duy chi
c6 mot chuyén buon la & nha khach. Hoéa ra chinh em la ngudi gay ra vu chay
ho6i xwa. DAy la tai nén thom ctia em. Chuyén dé lam em soc. Nhung ngoai ra
thi day dung la tuan trang mat trong mo hoan hdo. Em thady minh qua may
man!! T6i tron mat nhin dién thoai, choang ngwoi. Lottie gay ra vu chay? Vu
chay da thay do6i doi n6? T6i buét mom kéu toang lén, va Richard ngang phat
day.

“Cai gi thé?” “Khong c6 gi,” toi ty dong dap. T6i khong thé tiét 16 tin
nhan riéng cua Lottie vdi cau ta duwge. Phai khong?

Oi, ké b6 né. Toi can néi véi ai dé hiéu duge chuyén nay.

“Lottie gay ra vu chdy,” t6i ndi ngan gon. T6i rat hai long thiy cau ta hiéu
ngay tirc khac, vi da biét sé nhu vay.

“Chi dua day a.” Mat cau ta sam lai. “Thé ddy.” “Nhung thé thi ding la tin
bao. Co ay c6 6n khong?” “N6 bao c6.” Téi chi vao dién thoai, nhwng ciu ta
kién quyét lac dau. “Co ay sé lam b ndi citng théi. Chit con c6 ay chac chan
sé khiing hodng.” Nét mat cau ta chuyén sang lo au gian dit. “Cai tén Ben kia
c6 nhan ra khéng? C6 cham séc noi c6 dy khong?” “Toi chac la c6.” T6i so
vai lung tung. “Cho dén gio thi cdu ta van 6n.” “T6i c6 xem tin nhan dugc
khong?” To6i ngung lai chi mot gidy. Chung t6i da day chuyén phiéu lwu nay
di qua xa, gidu giém ciing chang con dé lam gi. Cau ta im lang doc tin nhan,
nhung qua doi vai gu xudng toi hiéu cau ta bi ton thuong ra sao. T6i thay cau
ta doc lai 1an nita, roi 1an thit ba. Cudi cung cau ta cling ngwdc 1én. “Co ay
yéu han ta,” cau ta néi, kiéu néi c¢6 phan tan nhan, c nhw cdu ta dang mudn
trirng tri ban than minh. “Khong phai a? Co6 ay yéu ngudi kia, con ti chang
qua khong muon doéi dién vdi chuyén do. T6i ding la thang ngu tham hai.”
“Richard...” “T6i van mg gidc mo ngu ngdc la minh xudt hién, néi cho c6 ay
biét tinh cdm ctia minh, lam c6 dy xiéu long va r6i co ay sé bo chay cung vé6i
t0i...” Cau ta lac dau, nhu thé chinh y nghi ay ciling lam cau ta dau dén. “T6i
dang & trén hanh tinh nao day chit? Chuyén nay phai két thic th6i. Ngay bay
gi0.” T6i gan nhuw khéng chiu noi thdy cau ta bé cudc, du chinh minh cling
dang lam dong tac twong tu.
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“Nhung con quyét tam cho n6 biét tinh cam cta cau? Con thi dau thi sao?
Toi dang cd gang thoi lai Itta, nhung cau ta lai lac dau. “Toi nghi téi thua
cuOc tr 1au 1am roi, chi Fliss a,” cau ta néi. “Chinh xac la t* mwoi lam nam
trwdc roi. Chi khong thay thé a?” “Cé thé,” ngung mot lat toi dap. “Co thé
cau néi ding.” “Co ay da két hon va huwdng hanh phic véi tinh yéu 16n cta
doi minh. Mirng cho c6 dy. Gio toi phai lo cho doi t6i.” “T6i nghi 1a ca hai
chuing ta déu phai di lo cho doi minh,” t6i cham rai néi. “T6i cling dang trach
chang kém gi cau. T6i da c6 vii cau.” Khi nhin vao mat cau ta, t6i chgt thay
buon vi nhan ra day la lic chao tam biét. Néu cau ta vGi Lottie cham dut, thi
cdu ta vai toi cling vay. Cham dit lam ban. Cham dit lam chi dau em ré.

Lai c6 tiéng goi hanh khach Ién may bay tGi Tkonos, nhung toi 19 di.

“Pén lac di r6i,” Lorcan noéi, va ngang khoi cai BlackBerry. Anh ta ngoi
trén ghé dgi canh Noah, thang bé dang hén hd doc td roi vé an ninh bang
tiéng Bungari. “Hai nguwdi lam gi vay?” Anh ta nhan ra vé mat than thd cda
Richard. “C6 chuyén gi thé?” “T6i la mot thang ngdc, chuyén thé day,”
Richard noéi, dot nhién hang lén. “Rot cudc to6i da nhan ra. Rot cudc.” “Toi
cling thé.” T6i thd dai. “Day chinh xac la diéu t6i thay. R6t cudc toi da nhan
ra.” “Chung t6i da nhan ra.” “Ca hai chiang t6i.”

“0.” Lorcan c6 vé dang xac nhan tinh hinh. “Vay la... chi minh t6i dén
Ikonos?” Richard nghi mot lic, r6i x0c cai tdi vai khach san Néc Thanh Pho
mai tau dugce lén.

“Co thé tbi sé di cung. Chac t6i sé chang bao gid c6 co hdi dén Ikonos
nita. T6i muén ngam hoang hon. Lottie lic nao ciing bao hoang hon & day
dep nhdt thé gigi. T6i sé kiém mdt chon ldng 1é ngam hoang hon va réi trd lai
San Francisco. C0 ay sé chang bao gio biét t6i da dén.” “Con chi va Noah thi
sao?” Lorcan quay sang t6i. Toi dang dinh bdo c6 tra vang ciing khong 16i noi
toi dén Ikonos nita thi dién thoai cua anh ta lai kéu.

“Ben nhan. Bgi da.” Anh ta doc tin nhan, vé mat anh trong that ky la.
“Khong thé tin no6i,” cudi cung anh ta lam bam. “Sao thé?” Lorcan lang 1&
nhin 1én. Trong anh ta thyc tinh choang nang. “Lorcan, sao thé?” Toi thay
mot xiu lo au. “Lottie c6 sao khong?”
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“T6i sé khong doi nao hiéu noi Ben,” anh ta chdm rai néi, bé qua cau héi
cua t6i. “Khong doi nao.” “Lottie c6 sao khong?” toi gang. “Chuyén gi thé?”

“Véan de khong phai la chuyén gi...” Lan nita trong anh ta lai nhv muon
bénh. “Minh sé khong bdo vé Ben,” anh ta néi, nhw ty nhtt mot minh. “Thé
nay thi that qua quat.” “N6i ngay!” t6i quat. “OK.” Lorcan th@ hat ra. “Md&i
cuwdi duge hai ngay anh ta da thu xép hen ho véi mot nguwoi dan ba khac.”
“Sao?” Richard va toi cung lic thot 1én.

“Thu ky riéng ctia anh ta dang nghi phép, nén anh ta mudn nho thu ky cta
toi dat phong nghi cudi tuan & Anh. Cho anh ta va mét c6 4 nao dé tén Sarah.
Tham chi t6i con chwa bao gio nghe noi dén co ta. Anh ta néi...” Anh ta chia
dién thoai cho toi. “Hw, chi ctt ty xem anh ta noi gi.”

To6i tom ldy dién thoai, li€c qua tin nhan. T6i cang thang dén mitc chi tiép
thu duwoc chirtng mot phan ba, nhung cling hiéu dai y.

Chung t6i gap lai sau ngan dy nam... than hinh béc Itra... anh phai gap méi
dugc... “Thang khon!” Tiéng kéu néng ryc cua t6i vang doi khap san bay
Sofia. T6i thdy minh phirng phitng gian di* dén noi twdng nhw cé thé boc
chay tai ch6. “Em gai t6i yéu thang cha nay! Con han thi d6i xt v4i n6é nhw
thé day!”

“Ké ca so vdi tiéu chuan thi Ben ciling kha hén.” Lorcan lac dau. “N6 trao
ca trai tim cho han. N6 trao ca than thé va tdm hoén cho han.” T6i run 1én vi
dién gian. “Sao han ddm? Gio ching n6 ¢ dau?” T6i lai nhin tin nhan. “Van &
nha khach a?”

“Phai, nhung c6 vé an xong ho sé roi do tra lai khach san.”

“DPugc. Richard.” Toi quay sang cau ta. “Chung ta phai ctu Lottie khoi
thang cha khon kiép ac 6n nay.”

“Dgi mot phiat!” Lorcan nhdy vao. “Thé con ‘T6i sé khong bao gid can
thiép vao doi em gai minh nita’? Thé con ‘Hay budc toi gitt 16i thé’?”

“PAay la ldc trwedc,” t6i tra dlia. “Pay la ldc toi sai.” “Gio chi van sai!” “T6i
dang!”

“Chi sai. Fliss, chi danh mat ly tri r6i. Chi da c6 ly tri dwgc chitng nam
phtt, va gi® chi lai danh mat r6i.” Lorcan néi vdi giong than nhién va ranh ré
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dén mic khién toi phat dién.

“Ly tri da mach t6i rang ban than nhat ctia anh la mot thang cha bat c4 hai
tay!” T6i quac mat nhin anh ta trdch méc va anh ta lac dau.

“Purng gid bai do6 vai t6i. Co6 phai 16i caa t6i dau!”

“Anh c6 muon doc md tin nhan nay khong?” Toi dap chat cai BlackBerry
cia minh vao tay dé nhan manh. “Co em gai tdi nghiép ca tin cta to6i da mé
muoi vi Ben. N6 dang 1én ké hoach song ca doi & Phap vdi anh ta. N6 hoan
toan mady may khong biét chuyén anh ta dang mo6c ngoéo vdi ¢6 nang nao dé
thdi xa xwa c6 than hinh bdc Itta.” T6i mudn khéc oa 1én. “Né dang di trang
mat, troi a. Co6 loai sdu bo hén ha nao di ngoai tinh ngay trong tuan trang mat,
trong luc tham chi con chwa dong phong co chi?”

“Néu chi nhin nhan theo cach dé...” Lorcan nhugng bo.

“Hu, toi khong khoanh tay nhin dau. Toi sé citu em gai toi. Richard, cau
coO vao cudc khong?”

“Vao cudc?” Cau ta lac dau quay quay. “To6i khong vao cudc dau. Lottie
dang séng cudc doi c6 dy. Co dy khéng muon co toi. Co ay da néi rat thang
than nhw vay roi.”

“Nhung cudc hon nhan ctia n6é véi Ben dang bi de doa!” toi tuyét vong kéu
1én. “Cau khong thay a?”

“Chung ta dau c6 biét chac? Lottie da chon Ben, ddy la diéu t6i budc phai
chdp nhan.” Cau ta lang cai tdi Ién vai. “Chi muon lam gi thi lam, nhung t6i
sé di duong t6i. T6i sé di tim ngam hoang hon, cd tim cho minh chat thanh
than trong long.”

To6i trgn mat nhin cau ta ma khong sao tin noi. Gio cau ta lai gi@ tro Pat
Lai Lat Ma véi t6i? “Thé con anh?” T6i quay sang Lorcan, anh ta gio hai tay
xin kiéu va cling lac dau. “Khéng phai viéc cua t6i. Toi dén day vi nhitng 1y
do thuan tiy céng viéc.

MGt khi gidy to tai co cau ky xong roi, toi sé mac ké Ben.” “Thé la ca hai
nguoi déu rut du bé t6i lai ha?” Téi tri'ng mat nhin ca hai. “Pugc. Bugc lam.
Toi sé cttu n6 chang can dén hai nguwoi.” T6i chia tay. “Di th6i, Noah. Rot
cudc thi ching ta van dén Ikonos.”
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“OK. Thé ho da lam chwa?” no6 liu lo héi trong lic thu lwgm tat ca mé to
roi bang tiéng Bungari da nhdt nhanh dwgc. “Lam gi cg?” Trong mot thoang
toi cdm khau. “Di Lottie vGi cau Ben. Di vGi cau da cho lap xudng vao banh
g0i chwa?” “Banh ran,” Richard stta. “Banh bao,” Lorcan chia.

“Ca hai im mom!” t6i r6i rit kéu. Toi c6 cdm gidc moi thit dang tudt khéi
tay minh. Chang 1€ t6i phai bat dau bai giang sinh hoc thuwong thirc vdi cau
con lén bady ngay bay gio, giita san bay Sofia?

Ngoai ra, cap thiét hon: ding la mot cau héi dang gia. Ho da lam chwa?

“Me khong biét,” cubi cung t6i n6i, vong tay 6m Noah. “Ching ta khong
biét, con yéu a. Khong ai biét.”

“Thuc té la t6i biét ddy.” Lorcan roi mat khéi dién thoai. “M6éi nhan tin
nhan nita ctia Ben.” Mat anh ta hoi giat giat. “Ro rang la dém tan hon van
dugc tién hanh. Ho dang quay lai khach san dé...” Anh ta liéc xuéng Noah.
“Hay néi thé nay. Cai lap xuong dang tién vé phia banh bao.”

“Khongggggg!” Tiéng kéu dau khod cta t6i vang lén tan tran va vai hanh
khach ditng gan quay lai dom. “Nhung né dau c6 biét han ta la mét tén khon
s& khanh Itta ddo dén nhu thé nao!” T6i biit rit nhin tit ngwdi nay sang nguoi
kia. “Chung ta phai chan chung lai!”

“Fliss, binh tinh,” Lorcan n6i. “Chan ho lai?” Richard tréng s6c nang.

“Chij ay da pha hoai ky nghi trang mat cta ho tir dau dén gio,” Lorcan giai
thich van tat. “Chit anh khéng bao gi¢ nghi lam sao ho lai xui xéo dén mirc
ay a?” “Troi dat oi, Fliss.” Richard chodng vang. “Minh phéi 1én may bay
thoi,” Noah ndi va giat tay do toi, nhung ca ba déu tadng 16 n6. Quyét tam
dang chay htrng huc trong mau t6i nhu thép 1ong. Khong hiép si thanh chién
nao cé thé thanh chién bang to6i lic nay. “Tén khon doé sé khong cé cira lam
tan v& trai tim em gai t6i.” T6i dang bam phim tat goi Nico. “Richard, chi cho
toi vai duong di. Cau c6 thong tin ndi gian, cau sé rat c6 ich. Nhitng th cu
thé gi sé lam Lottie mat hitng?” “Minh phai 1én may bay th6i,” Noah lai néi,
va ca ba lai tang 10 no6. “T6i khong noéi cho chi dau!” Richard té vé kinh hai.
“Pay la thong tin riéng tw!” “N6 la em gai t6i...” T6i ngung lai khi Nico bat
may. “Chao?” giong ong rat dé phong. “Fliss?” “Nico!” toi thét 1én. “On
Chuda 6ng con do! Chung ta can phai tang cwong thém mdot mirc. Nhac lai,
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tang cwong thém mot mirc.” “Fliss!” Nico c6 vé sot rudt. “Toi khong thé tiép
tuc théa thudn dy duwgc! Khach san dang ban khoan t6i c6 y do gi. Chuing ta
dang gdy nghi ngd cho ho!” “Ong phai lam,” t6i kién quyét néi. “Ho dang
trén dwong trd lai khach san, con t6i sap dén noi réi. Trong lic dgi hay ngan
khong cho ho vao dén givong. Cir vat Ben xudng dat néu phai thé. Lam bat
c thit gi can thiét!” “Fliss...”

“Me, minh phdi 1én may bay thoi...” “Lam bat ctt thi gi can thiét, Nico!
Lam bat c thit gi can thiét!”
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Chuong 24

S otts

T6i gan nhw khong tin vao mat minh. Phong suite ctia ching toi trong khong.
Chang c6 nhan vién nao lwgn 10 qua lai. Chang cé quan gia. Chang c6 dan
hac. Khi nhin quanh nhitng d6 dac tron nhan va lang 1&, t6i cam thay khong
khi nhw kéu o o vi héi hop. C¥ nhv may can phong dang bay san chi chg
ching t6i rét vao tiéng on vGi nhiét v4i hoi thd va nhitng phut gidy lam tinh
tuyét diéu.

Chung t6i vé dén khach san la 1én thang day. Ca hai khong ai néi vdi ai 16i
nao. Lic nay téi dang bé ngoai tai moi chuyén con lai. Moi y nghi vé cudc
hén nhan. Moi y nghi vé Richard. Moi y nghi vé Sarah. Xau ho, u buén, nhuc
nha - t6i dang bé ngoai tai tat ca. Piéu duy nhat toi tap trung vao la nhip dap
dai dang trong minh ké ttr liic mat gan mat v6i Ben trong nha hang do no. To6i
muon anh. Anh mu6n t6i. Chiing t6i c6 quyén hwdng dac an nay.

Khi anh tién lai gan t6i, mat anh tham lai va t6i thdy anh cling dang nghi
giong minh: nén bat dau tr dau? Bao nhiéu kham pha dang chd doi truée
madt, nhw mot hop so co la thom phtrc.

“Anh c6 treo bién Bing Lam Phién khong thé?” t6i ri ram khi méi anh co
vao co toi.

“Tat nhién.” “Va khéa ctra?” “Anh ngu lam a?”

“Thé 1a ching ta thue sy bat dau r6i.” Hai ban tay toi chay doc lwng anh ta
roi xudng nita, om lay hai qua méng chac nay, va trong choc lat toi wéc minh
ciing dugc tron cang nhw thé. “Ummm.”

“Ummm.” Anh ta thoét ra ngodi vong tay tdi va 16t so mi. Trdi, t6i m&i mé
chang nay chit. T6i biét anh ta dong béng; toi biét anh ta sé lai deo dinh lay
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Sarah, hodc tham chi la c6 nao khac, ngay ngay mai. Nhung vao lic nay - vao
lic tuyét diéu nay - anh ta la cia minh t6i thoi.

Anh ta dang cham rai céi khuy &o cho t6i. On troi t6i dang mac cai do 16t
diém hoa dat tién. Richard chang bao gio dé y t6i mac gi cd, lic dau chi hoi
ha 16t ra. R6i khi toi bao lam thé khién t6i tdi than, anh lién nhay tdi thai cuc
bén kia, ltic ndo ciing thi tham, “Ao 16t dep thé” hay “Quan chip séch xi ghé”.
Richard yéu quy.

Khong. Thoéi ngay, Lottie. Khong nghi vé Richard. Moi y nghi déu bi cam
chi.

Ludi Ben dang lam nhitng tro tuyét diéu trong tai t6i, va t6i rén lén don
dap, tho tay xudng that lung anh ta, cdi cic quan bo. Toi ¢t twdng minh
muon phdi cham rai, tir t* ném nap va bién n6 thanh thién st thi hoanh trang,
dé tha ho ma ghi dau ky niém. Nhwng gio khi cudi cung cling bat dau, toi
thdy minh chang buén cham rdi ném nap khi gi nita. T6i mu6n anh ta ngay
bay gio. Bay gio. Bay gio. Chép nhoang hay dam chat st thi cling duwgc tudt.

Ben dang thd hong hoc va t6i cling thé, t6i cdm thay anh ta cling dang hoi
ha y nhuw t6i, va su6t doi t6i chwa bao gio thém muon ai dén thé...

“Thua quy ba? C6 mudn mét ly khong a?” Cai me gi thé????

Ca hai chung t6i nhdy ban lén trdi c@ nhv mot cdp vii cong Ireland dang
nhdy diéu doi.

To6i da nuy mot nira. Ben da nuy mot nita. Con Georgios thi dang ding
cach mot mét, bung khay bac dung chai vang véi vai cai ly. “Ha?” Ben gan
nhu khong mé& miéng dugc nita. “Cai gi the?”

“Mot ly vang? Hay nudc da?” Georgios sg hai dap. “Qua tdng cua ban
quan ly.” “Ban quan ly céi con khi! Ban qudn ly cdi con khi! ” Ben buing no.
T6i dd treo bién Pirng Lam Phién. Ong khéng biét doc a? Ong khong thdy
chiing té6i dang lam gi a? Ong chua tirng biét thé nao la riéng tw a?”
Georgios dd cdm khau. Ong ta tién t6i mét buéc, lo Idng chia khay bac ra. “
Duoc!” Ben nhwr da hét kién nhan. «“ Cir ditng do! Thich xem thi cho xem!” “
Ha?” Téi tron mdt nhin anh. “ Ong ta khéng chiu dé bon minh & mét minh.
Pugc lam, vdy ong ta tha hé xem. Chuing t6i dong phong bay gio ddy,” anh

https://thuviensach.vn



ngodi lai néi v&i Georgios. “ Sdp vui ldm.” Anh tho tay thdo méc do con cua
toi va toi chdn hai tay lén nguc. “ Ben!”

“Pirng chu y dén lao quan gia,” Ben quat thdo. “Ci&¢ coi nhw ddy la cay
cot.”

Anh ta no6i that day u? Anh ta mu6on ching t6i lam tinh trong khi 6ng quéan
gia nhin? Khong phai luat cdm lam thé a?

Ben bit dau hon hit ranh nguc tdi, con tdi liéc sang Georgios. Ong ta da
dwa mot tay che mat nhung van chia khay ra.

“Sam banh chidng?” 6ng ta noi, giong c6 vé rat khé ndo. “Ong ba thich
sam banh hon chang?”

“Sao ong khong di di?” t6i quat am lén. “Dé ching t6i yén!”

“Toi khong dugc phép!” Nghe ong ta nhu da tuyét vong. “Lam on, thuwa
ba. It nhat ciing dirng lai &n nhe mot chiit.”

“Tai sao 6ng phéi quan tam dén chuyén do6. Toi day dau Ben khéi nguc
minh va quay sang tritng mét nhin Georgios. “Ong di tim cdch ngin céan
ching t6i... ong biét day... sudt ky trang mat.”

“Thwa quy ba!” Lai mot giong khac cét 1én, tdi quay phat lai khong tin noi.
“Xin phép! Cé thw khan!” Téi khong chiu dung néi nita. Day 1a Hermes. Ong
ta cling ditng cach mot mét, chia mau gidy gi do ra. Toi cam lay tir tay ong ta
va doc chit, Thw khan.

“Thuw khan gi?” t6i qudc. “Toi khong tin ong!”

“Lai day nao Lottie,” Ben nat, hién nhién lic nay da héa dién. “Ké ho di!
Chuing ta van lam. Chuing ta sé tiép tuc lam.” Anh ta 16t phat céi 4o con va t6i
hét toang. “Ben! Théi ngay.” “Thwa ba!” Georgios thinh linh hét. “C6 t6i dén
cttu day.” Ong ta bé khay roi kep ¢6 Ben quat ghi xuéng san, trong lic
Hermes hat coc nwéc bd da 1én ngudi ca hai ching t6i. “Khén kiép, ching toi
khong phai la cho!” Ben hét 1én. “Buong toi ra!”

“Y t6i khong phai 1a Thoi ngay diing lam nita!” tdi thét, cling dién khong
kém. “Y tbi 1a Théi ngay, dirng 16t do nguc em trudc mdt quan gia!”

Ca Ben va t6i déu thé hong hoc, nhung khong cé gi tha vi. Ca hai chiing
t0i déu dang nho nuwdc rong rong, nhung ciing khong cé gi tha vi. Georgios
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budng Ben ra, anh ta xoa bép co.

“Tai sao ong tim cach ngan ching t6i?” t6i tritng mat nhin Georgios. “Co
chuyén gi vay?” “Em néi ding.” Ben chot linh dong 1én. “Khdng thé toan la
ngau nhién dwgc, tat ca nhitng truc trac nay. Co ai giat day khong?” T6i tha
gap. “Co ai bao cac ong lam thé a?” Pau toi ti dong nghi dén Melissa. C6 thé
c0 ta muon phong suite nay. Co ta la thit ngwoi khong tir mot thu doan xdu xa
nao. “Cac 6ng da co tinh tim cach pha dam dém tan hon cuta toi tiv dau phai
khong?” t6i van. “Thwa ba. Thua 6ng.” Georgios ban khodan dwa mat nhin
Hermes. Trong ho c nhu mot cap hoc tro hoéi 16i. “Tra 1oi di!” Ben néi. “Tra
10i di!” toi lap lai, tic dién. “Thwa 6ng Parr.” Giong quen thudc cia Nico cat
dit cau chuyén. Ong ta da lwgn vao phong ém ru dén ndi téi khong nhan ra
ong ta dén, nhung gio 6ng ta da ditng day, tham chi chang thém chép mat khi
thdy t6i tran modt ntta. Ong ta chia phong bi cho Ben: “Thw cua 6ng
Zhernakov nao d6.” “Zhernakov?” Ben quay phit lai. “Ong 4y néi gi?” Anh
ta xé toac phong bi va tat ca ching to6i nin thd chd, ¢ nhw day sé la cau tra
161 cho moi chuyén. “OK, tbi phai di thdi.” Ben dwa mét nhin quanh. “Ao so
mi cia téi ddu?” Anh quay sang Hermes. “Ong dé dau roi?” “T6i sé tim cho
quy 6ng ao so mi, tdt nhién, thira 6ng. Mau gi a?” Hermes c6 vé nhe ca nguoi
vi kiém duwgc viéc lam. “Anh dinh di a?” t6i tron mat nhin Ben. “Anh khong
duge di!” “Zhernakov mudn gdp anh trén thuyén ngay lap téc.” “Nhung
ching minh con dang d& viéc gi d6!” T6i kéu 1én phat y. “Anh khong thé c
thé chuén ém dugc!” Ben phét 10 téi, cing Hermes bién mat vé phia phong
thay do6. T6i doi mat theo anh ta, titc run 1én. Sao anh ta ddm di? Chting t6i
dang sex d& co ma. Hodc it ra 1a sap. Anh ta cling khon y nhv ddam quan gia
ay, lic nao ciling pha ngang.

Ma nhac dén méi nhé, Nico dau nhi? To6i tia thdy 6ng ta dang ditng ¢ sdnh
ngoai lién ap so mi che ngwc mot cach rat vo dung réi héi ha di theo. T6i dinh
ca cho 6ng ta mot bai day 10 tai, nhirng rat ngac nhién thdy ong ta dang dirng
trong goc, thi tham vao dién thoai.

“Ho dirng roi. T6i cam doan vdi c6. Ho roi nhau roi.” Toi citng ca nguoi.
“Ho” & day c6 phai Ben vdi toi khong? Ong ta dang néi chuyén véi ai? Ong
ta dang noi chuyén véi dita chét tiét nao? Pau tdi dang chay cat lyc. Ong ta
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dang noéi chuyén vé6i ké ditng sau tat cd. Ké da tim cach danh chim xuong
chuing t6i. T6i biét la Melissa ma. Toi da tirng hoc vo & trudng, va nghin nam
lai mé6t 1an c6 lic dung dén. Lang 1, t6i 1én dén sau lung Nico, vao thé gio
tay 1én, san sang hanh dong.

“T6i van & sat gan bén ho, va t6i cam doan vdi c6 rang khong cé giao luu
hay giao hgp thudc bat ky loai gi sé xdy ra... 6i!” Nico ré 1én khi bi tdi gon
gang twdc cai dién thoai trén tay. Toi ap no vao tai khong noi 16i nao, cang
nguoi lang nghe. “Tbi sip dén noi roi, Nico. Ong dang lam t6t 1dm. C& giit
cho ho xa nhau, lam bét ci¢ diéu gi can thiét.”

Mot giong danh gon, quyén uy, quen nhw khi thd rét vao tai toi. Trong mot
gidy toi nghi minh dang bi do gidc. Hong t6i da ha ra. Pau t6i quay cuong.
Khong thé duge. Khong thé duoc.

Nico dang c6 giat dién thoai, nhwng t6i quay that nhanh tranh khéi 6ng ta.
“Fliss?” t6i noi, va bong thay con gian nong ray suc 1én trong minh. “Fliss?”
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Chuong 25 Fliss

Me khi.

Me khi nha no.

Nguwdi toi hét nong lai lanh. To6i khéng lwdng trede dugce tinh thé lai xoay
ra thé nay. Toi chang bao gio nghi da dén nwdc nay réi con bi né phat hién.
Chuing t6i da 1én ddo. Chung t6i da gan dén noi. Ching téi da gan dén noi
lam roi.

Chung t6i dang ditng ngoai san bay Ikonos, hanh 1y gom thanh mot dong.
Lorcan da ra tram taxi, théa thuan gia vé khach san Amba, t6i lam hiéu cho
anh ta chu y trong Noah.

“Chao em, Lottie,” cudi cung t6i cling bat ra dwgc, nhung giong toi da
dinh cong roi. T6i nuét khan vai lan, c6 14y lai thang bang. Biét néi gi bay
gio? Minh c6 thé néi gi dugc day?

“La chi.” Gigng n6 xiét nhw dao lam. “Chi da tim cach ngan Ben va em
ngu v6i nhau, phai khong? Chi da giat day dam quan gia va mdy céi givong
don va dau lac. Con ai biét vé vu lac ngoai chi ra?”

“Chi...” Toi xoa mat. “Nghe nay. Chi... Chi chi...”

“Sao chi lai lam thé? Sao lai c6 nguwdi c6 thé lam thé? Em dang di trang
mat co ma!” Giong no cat 1én thanh tiéng rit ndo nudt va cuong nd. “bi trang
mat! Va chi lam hong ca!”

“Lottie. Nghe nay.” T6i nu6t wc mot tiéng. “Chi twdng... chi chi muén lam
diéu tot nhat cho em. Em khong nhéan ra...”

“Lam diéu tot nhat?” né thét lén. “Lam diéu tot nhat?”

OK. Sé rat khé gidi thich trong vong ba mwoi gidy tranh tha dwogc truwée
khi né lai rong 1én lan nita.

“Chi biét han la em sé khong bao gi®, khong bao gid tha thit cho chi,” toi
néi ao ao. “Nhung em dang tim cach lam mot em bé trang mat va chi thi rat
lo em sé mac sai lam, chi biét da qua cau thi sé ra sao, hau ly di sé thé nao;
chi rat nhitng kho sé, va chi sé khong chiu néi néu em ciing phai gap canh
ay...”
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“Chi mot giay nita thoi la ching em sé chim dam trong nhitng gidy phut
yéu duwong cuéng nhiét!” né hét. “Gidy phuat yéu dwong cuong nhiét.” OK, né
khong hé dé lot tai chit nao, phai khong? “Chi xin 16i,” t6i lap bap, tranh mot
ngwoi day cai va li khong 16 chang day dura.

“Luc nao chi cling phai xia vao, Fliss a! Chi vi chi nghi l1a chi biét tat. Chi
lic nao ciing thé, sudt ca doi em, xia vao ro6i day do em phai thé nay phai thé
kia, chi dao em du kiéu...”

Thinh linh 16i 1€ n6 khién t6i cham noc. Pau c6 phdi t6i lam vay vi lgi ich
cua minh chu.

“Nghe day nay, Lottie. Chi rat tiéc phdi lam ngudi bao tin nay cho em
biét,” t6i cO ndi diem dam. “Nhung vi ching ta dang néi vé chuyén nay, Ben
khong c6 y dinh lam ngudi chong chung thiy dau. Anh ta dang bat cé hai tay
v&i mot co gai tén Sarah; Lorcan da cho chi biét.”

Pau bén kia im ldng choang vang. Nhung néu téi twdng nd sé quy han
trwde tin d6 thi t6i nham roéi. “Thé da sao?” n6é phan don. “Thé thi lién quan
cai khi gi? Biét dau...” N6 ngan ngtr. “Biét dau ching em lya chon hén nhan
md! Chi khong nghi ra chuyén d6, phai khong?” T6i choang dén n6i moém ha
ra nhw ca. N6 noi dang. T6i chwa hé nghi ra chuyén d6. Hon nhan mé a? Ten
ten. Toi chuwa bao gio nghi Lottie lai la kiéu ngwdi chiu hon nhan mé. “Ma du
sao nita, Lorcan thi biét quai gi?” Lottie lai lao vao mot trang ria xa mdi.
“Lorcan la mot gd cuong kiém soat va méo mo, lic nao cling c6 bon chen vao
cuwdp cong ty cua Ben tir tay anh ay.” “Lottie...” T6i van con qué boi roi vi
cach danh gia Lorcan kiéu nay, khong biét néi gi nita. “Em c6 chac khéng?”
“Ben cho em biét. Chinh vi thé Ben m&i di ban cong ty, vi Lorcan da bao anh
ay dirng c6 ban. Vay thi dirng co6 di tin 16i gd Lorcan do, OK?” N6 phi ra chi¥
“Lorcan” c nhu noi vé mot thit rat kinh tém.

Lai im ldang hoi lau. Bao nhiéu tinh cadm trai nguwoc trong long khién toi
nhw té liét. Van con thoang kinh ngac néan lai trwéc birc chan dung Lorcan
trong mat Lottie. Nhwng manh nhéat van la hoi han. Ting dot séng hoi han
dang trao. N6 néi dung: t6i chang biét gi vé tinh hinh ca. T6i doan mo qua
nhiéu.
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Co6 thé rot cudc to6i chang hiéu gi vé em gai minh hét. “Chi xin 16i,” cudi
cung t6i noi, khé khang, ra roi. “Chi xin 16i. Chi la chi nghi c6 thé em van
chwa vugt qua vu Richard. Va cé thé em sé thay Ben khong phéi ngudi thich
hop v6i minh. Chi nghi c6 thé em sé dot nhién héi han vi da l1dy anh ta. Va
chi nghi néu tinh hinh da di qua xa va em da thu thai, thi ddy sé la vu rac r6i
gan nhw kho go nhat trén doi. Nhung chi nham réi. RO 1a thé. Xin em, xin em
tha 16i cho chi nhé. Lottie?” Pau day bén kia im lang. “Lottie?”
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Chuong 26

S otts

Toi ghét chi. Sao chi lic nao cling dung? Sao chi lic nao ciing dung?

Nuwéc mat toi da & 1én. Toi chi mudn tho 16 can trang cau chuyén réi beng
cho chi nghe. T6i muén bao chi Ben ding khong phai ngudi thich hgp vdi
minh, va t6i van chwa viegt qua vu Richard, va t6i chira bao gio thay kho s@
thé nay ti khi sinh ra dén gio.

Tuy thé t6i van khong thé tha 16i cho chi dwgc. T6i khong thé budng tha
chi de thé dugc. Chi la ba chi hach dich nhéat, wa kiém soat nhat tran doi, chi
dang bi tri'ng phat.

“Dé em yén!” toi noi, giong hoi nghen lai. “Chi can ti nay tr¢ di dé em
yén!”

To6i tat may. Mot gidy sau chi da goi lai nén toi tat han may va dwa lai cho
Nico.

“Nay,” toi noi git. “Va ong c6 thé thdi nhan dién thoai cta chi t6i di. Ong
c6 thé thoi quay pha doi toi di. Ong c6 thé 1am on xéo di chd khac cho ching
toi yén.” “Thua ba Parr,” Nico ngot ngao ndi. “Nhan danh khach san, toi rat
mong ba thit 16i cho sy bat tién nho nhé ma ba da khong may phai ném trai
trong tuan trang mat. Bé dén lai, t6i xin danh cho ba mot ky nghi cudi tuan
thuwgng hang cho hai ngudi & mot trong nhitng suite hang dau cua ching t6i.”
“Ong chi néi duge cé thé thdi a?” t6i tritng mét nhin 6ng ta, khong tin néi.
“Sau khi da hanh ha chiing t6i chirng ay viéc?”

“Ky nghi cudi tuan thuwgng hang danh cho hai ngudi bao gom moi bita an
va mot chuyén lan c6 ong thd,” Nico ti€p, coi nhw khong nghe thay t6i.
“Thém vao dé, xin dugc phép nhac lai vGi quy ba rang, la quan quan cudc thi
b6 Uyén Uong, quy 6ng ba dugc mai tham du 1€ ga la trao giai toi nay, noi
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quy O0ng ba sé dugc trao chiéc cip Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phiic Nhat Tuan.”
Ong ta hoi cti minh chdo. “Xin chtic mitng.” “Ctip Cip Uyén Uong Hanh
Phiic Nhat Tuan?” t6i gan nhu thét 1én. “Ong dua t6i chdc? Va ding c6 nhin
vao nguwoi toi nita!” téi ndi thém, thinh linh nhan ra 4o so mi da tudt xuong.

To6i nhat 4o nguc 1én, bat dau trong vao trong khi Nico di khuat. Trong dau
toi dang noi voi réng. Ca dong y nghi va cdm xic dang u u lwgn vong rat
nguy hiém, t6i chi s¢ mot trong s6 dé sé gay tan pha gi day. Cuéc hon nhdn
cua minh vé&i Ben chét yéu tw ltic chua thanh. Anh ta thdm chi khong thé dong
xong cdi phong. Fliss ding la mét mu BO CAI xia chuyén. Minh vdn con nhé
Richard. Minh nh¢ Richard quad di mdt. Minh gdy ra vu chdy. Chinh la minh.
Minh gdy ra né. To6i lai thady dau nhéi va nitc 1én mot tiéng khong kim duogc.
Pay gan nhu la thit té nhat trong s6 do: toi da gay ra vu chdy. Mudi lam nam
toi 1ay ky tc d6 lam cho dwa va an i bat ky khi nao doi hét chiu n6i: it nhat
lan dé, t6i da ctitu dugc thé gidgi. Nhung gio thi t6i biét khong phai thé. Toi da
pha huy thé gigi. “Chao.” Ben vao phong, da an mac chinh té, tréng rat banh
choe va c6 1€ da kip doi nhanh mot mé. “Chao,” to6i kho s& dap. C6 tam su
vdi anh ta cling chang ich gi. Anh ta khong hiéu dau. “Cho anh biét, chiing ta
phai di dv lé trao giai gi d6 t6i nay dé nhan ctip. Chung ta la Cap Uyén Uong
Hanh Phiic Nhat Tuan.” “Gig anh 1én thuyén ctia Zhernakov,” Ben noi, 10 toi
di. “Ho phai thuyén nhé ra dén anh,” anh ta vénh vang thém. “Em ciing di,”
toi dot ngot noi day qua quyét. “Dgi em v6i.” Toi khéng bo 16 cude du hi trén
siéu du thuyeén cua siéu dai gia dau. Toi sé di cung Ben r6i tim dén quay bar
va nhan chim con dau, tirng noi dau mot, trong tirng ly mojito. “Em van di
a?” Anh ta tr6 mat nhin t6i. “Em la vg anh,” t6i nhan giong. “Va em mudn
xem cai thuyén.” “OK,” anh ta n6i giong hon lay. “Anh nghi em di cling
dwgc. Nhing c6 Chida, mac gi vao di.” “Em dau c6 dinh di chi mdc moi éo
nguc,” t6i cau ban dap. Ching t6i dang cdi 1o0n nhv mét cap vo chong gia,
trong khi tham chi con chwa ngu v6i nhau. Tuyét voi ong mat gioi.

Hon nhan mo?
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T6i choang dén noi ngdi phét xudng va li, ngay giita via hé néng bui bam,
madc ké dong hanh khach phai ré sang hai bén minh.

“San sang chwa?” Lorcan noéi, cung Richard va Noah sai budc t6i, mat
nheo lai tranh cai nang Hy Lap d6 Itta. “T6i mdc cd xong cwdc roi. Ching ta
di thoi.” To6i qua boi r6i khong biét dap thé nao. “Fliss?” Anh ta nhac lai.

“Bon ching lam hén nhan m@,” t6i n6i. “Hai ngwoi c6 tin noi khong?”
Lorcan nhuwéng may huyt sdo. “Ben thich phéi biét.” “H6n nhan mg?”
Richard trgn tron mat nhin t6i. “Lottie w?” “Chinh thé!” “T6i khong tin n6i.”

“Pung thé ddy. No vira bao vay vai t6i.”

Richard im lang mot hoi, hit that sdu. “Vay la chac roi - to6i khong thuc sw
hiéu c6 ay la ai,” cudi cung cau ta n6i. “Toi la mot thang ngdc. Pén lic cham
dit tat cd chuyén nay roi.” Cau ta chia tay cho Noah. “Tam biét, chi bé ti
hon. Rat vui duwgc dong hanh cung chau.”

“Pirng di, cau Richard!” Noah néng nhiét 6m choang 1dy chan Richard, va
trong mot gidy t6i wéc minh cling dwgc lam vay. T6i sé nhd cu ta 1am cho
Xem.

“Chtc van sy nhw y.” Téi 6m cau ta. “Néu c6 bao gio t6i San Francisco
toi sé goi cho cau.”

“Cam hd mot 10i véi Lottie la toi da dén day,” cau ta ndi, bong trd nén dir
ton. “Tuyét doi khong duwgc cho co ay biét ti gi vé chuyén nay.”

“Ngay ca Anh yéu em, Lottie, Vi em la hottie?” t6i n6i, c6 lam mat nghiém
tuc.

“Im di.” Cau ta da va li toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pirng lo.” T6i cham vao tay cau ta. “Khong mot 16i.” “Chic may man.”
Lorcan bat tay Richard. “Rat vui dwgc quen anh.”

Richard di vé phia tram taxi, t0i nén tiéng thd dai. Gia ma Lottie biét.
Nhung t6i khong lam gi dugce nita. Viéc duy nhét can wu tién lic nay la di noi
1oi xin 16i thong thiét nhat qua dat. Cai bao goi tha ho quy cua t6i da dong bo
xong roi.

“Pugc, di thoi,” Lorcan néi. Anh ta nhin dong ho. “Ben chwa tra 101 may
tin nhan cua t6i. Chi c6 biét ho dang & dau khong?”

“Khong. Ho sap ngu véi nhau thi bi t6i xen ngang.” T6i nhan mat trudc
hanh vi cia chinh minh. Man swong 16 dai trong dau dang dan da tan di. T6i
bat dau thay kha ré minh da cw xt t6i té dén thé nao. Ching c6 nga véi nhau
thi da sao? Ching c6 lam ra mot em bé trang mat thi da sao? Pay la cudc doi
cua ching no.

“Anh c6 nghi n6 sé tha 16i cho t6i khong?” t6i néi khi ching t6i chui vao
taxi. Toi dang hy vong Lorcan sé néi cau gi an ui kiéu nhw, Tat nhién roi;
tinh chi em bao gio ciing bén chdt khong thé bi dutt gdy chi vi chuyén nhé nhu
con tho thé nay. Trai lai, anh ta nhan mii va nhtn vai that manh.

“C0 ay co phai tip nguoi dé tha thit khong?” “Khong.”

“0.” Anh ta lai nhtin vai. “Han 1a khong.” Tim tdi mudn ngirng dap. Tai la
mu chi gai lam lac nhat trén doi. Lottie sé khong bao gi® néi chuyén véi toi
nita. Va day hoan toan la 16i tai t6i. T6i bam s6 cua nd, cudc goi lap tirc
chuyén vao hop thu thoai. “Lottie,” t6i néi lan thit mot nghin ti. “Chi xin 16i
lam 1am lam. Chi can gidi thich. Chi phai gap em. Chi dang trén dwong dén
khach san day. Chi sé goi em khi dén noi, OK?” Téi cat dién thoai, s6t rudt
g0 ngon tay. Chung t6i da vao dwong chinh nhuwng di véi toc do rua bo, theo
tieu chuan Hy Lap. T6i cti ngudi téi ong tai. “Ta di nhanh hon dwgc khong?
T6i can gap em gai toi, ngay 1ap tic. Ta di nhanh hon dwgc khéng?” Toi da
quén khach san Amba & xa san bay dén mitc ay. Cé vé da vai gio tr6i qua
ching t6i mé&i dén noi, tréo ra khoi taxi, sap ctra, chay lén cac bac hoa cwong.

“C1¢ dua hanh 1y cho béi ctra,” t6i hut hoi néi. “Ta c6 thé 1ay sau.”

“Puwgc.” Lorcan goi mot ong boi cira day xe day va dé may cai va li 1én
trén. “Bi thoi.”
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Anh ta con s6t rudt gan nhw hon ca t6i. Ngoi trong xe anh ta cang lic cang
sOt sang va buc doc, lién tuc nhin dong hé va tim cach goi Ben.

“Sap ha man r6i,” anh ta lu6n miéng nhac lai. “T6i can m¢& ch® ky do
dwoc scan va gui di ngay.”

Gio khi chiing t6i da vao dén sanh da hoa quen thudc, anh ta quay sang toi
cho doi. “Ho c6 thé & dau?”

“T6i khong biét!” toi gat. “Lam sao toi biét dwgc? Trong phong suite
chang?”

Pang sau ctra kinh cudi sanh, téi da thdy mau xanh lung linh méi moc caa
nwdc bién, va Noah cling da chép thay.

“Bién! Bién kia!” N6 van tay toi. “Di me! Bién kia!”

“Me biét r6i, con yéu!” T6i tim né lai. “Dgi mot phut da.” “Con udng sinh
t6 dugc khong?” né noi thém, khi chgt thdy mot anh boi bung khay dung vai
cdc nuwdce sinh t6 gi d6 mau hong.

“Roi sé dugc,” toi hita. “Chuing ta sé uéng sinh t6 va di an buffet va con sé
dwgc xudng bién boi. Nhung dau tién ching ta phai tim di Lottie da. Mé to
mat ra nhé.”

“Ben,” Lorcan dang gat sang vao dién thoai. “T6i dén r6i. Anh & dau?”
Anh ta tat may quay sang toi. “Phong suite cia ho & dau?”

“Tang hai. T6i nghi la t6i nhd...” T6i dang dan anh ta di thoan thodt qua
san da hoa, tranh dwong mot nhom dan 6ng rdm nang mac vest sang mau, tai
bong mudn diéc vi mot giong noéi. “Fliss? Felicity?” T6i quay phat lai, thdy
mot dang ngwoi phuc phich quen thudc dang giam giay da son voi va qua
sanh. Chét me. “Nico!” t6i néi, c6 gang t6 ra hén ha. “Chao 6ng. Va cdm on
vi tat ca.” “Cam on vi tat ca?” Ong c6 vé di héa dai. “C6 c6 nhan ra toi da
gdy tai va thé nao trong lic thuwc hién mong mudn ctia ¢6 khéng? Chua bao
gio t6i lam lam tro cwoi nhw vay. Chua bao gio t6i lam lam viéc d& hoi nhw
vay.”

“Phai.” T6i nuét we. “O... xin 16i. Tadi rat biét on 6ng.” “Em géi cd, co dy
phat dién vi gian dir.” “T6i biét.” T6i nhan mat. “Nico, t6i vo cung xin 106i.
Nhung t6i sé chitng t6 long biét on bang mot bai bao rat dac biét vé 6ng trong
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tap chi. Rat dac biét. Rat ca tung. Nguyén mot bai day hai trang giita.” Toi sé
tw minh viét 1ay, t6i thé v&i minh. Khong ché bai mot chit. “Chi con mét viéc
ti hon 6ng c6 thé gilip ching t6i nita thoi...”

“Giap c6?” Giong 6ng rong lén phan no. “Giup co6? T6i con phai chuan bi
budi ga la nita chi¥! T6i da mudn r6i day. Fliss, toi phai di diy. Lam on dirng
gay hon loan gi thém nita trong khach san cua t6i.”

Toan than xu 16ng nhim, 6ng sam sam bo di, va Lorcan nhwéng may nhin
tOi.

“Co0 da két duoc 6ng ban quy day.”

“Ong ay sé& on thoi. Toi s& 1am 6ng 4y mém long bdng mot bai nhan xét
ngot lim.” T6i dang dién cuéng nhin quanh sanh, c6 nh¢g lai. “OK, td6i nghi
Phong Con Hau 6 tang trén cung. Thang mdy dang nay. Di nao!”

Trong luc ching toi di thang may 1én, Lorcan lai thit goi Ben.

“Anh ta biét t6i dang dén ma,” Lorcan lam bam gan giong. “Lé ra anh ta
phai san sang ky roi chit. Thé nay that qua bat hgp tac.”

“Mot phut nita la dén!” t6i cau kinh qudc lai. “Dtng gay thém cang thang
nita.”

Khi ching t6i 1én dén tang trén cung, td6i nhdy chom khoi thang mdy, cam
tay Noah 16i theo va chang bu6n dirng lai xem bién chi dan. T6i dén ctra cudi
hanh lang, va ra sitc dap ram ram.

“Lottie! Chi day!” T6i nhan ra cai chudng ctra bé xiu lién bdm not cho
chic. “Ra day di! Xin em! Chi mu6n xin 16i! Chi rat rat h6i han! CHI RAT
HOI HAN!” T6i lai dap cira, va Noah khodi chi gitip stc.

“Ra day!” no hét, dap vao cwa. “Ra day! Ra day!”

Dot nhién canh ctta m& toang va mot nguwdi la mat quan khan tam tring
mat nhin t6i. “Gi?” anh ta cau ban nai.

T6i nhin lai, hoang mang. Pay khong giong tam anh Ben tdi da thay.
Chang giong ti nao.

“0O... anh 1a Ben?” T6i van lidu. “Khong,” anh ta dap sang.

Pau t6i dang chay nhv dién. N6 chap nhan hén nhan mé. Thé cé nghia
la...
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Oi lay Chuda. Ching né dang choi tay ba w? “Anh & vdi... Ben va Lottie
a?” toi than trong hoi. “Khong, toi & vdi vg t6i.” Anh ta trirng mat nhin toi.
“Co la ai?” “bay dung la Phong Con Hau?” “Khong, Phong Ngoc Trai.” Anh
ta chi vao cai bién nim kin ddo canh ctta ma t6i da hoan toan bé qua. “A.
Phai. Xin 16i.” T6i lui lai.

“T6i & twang chi biét cho nay,” Lorcan noi.

“T6i tirng biét. T6i van biét ma. T6i tin chac...” T6i bé Ittng khi c6 gi do
dap vao mat ti ctra s6 gan do. Pay la mot canh ctra dai hep nhin ra bién, va
t0i thoang thdy mot cau tau trang tri day hoa. Ding gitta cau tau la mot cap
do6i trong rat quen...

“Qi troi oi, ho day! Ho dang 1ap lai 15i thé! Nhanh lén!”

To6i lai chdp 1dy Noah va ca ba voi va chay nguoc lai hanh lang. Thang
may cham phat r6 nhung ké ca vay, thoang cai chiuing t6i da ra dén ngoai, cat
qua cac thdm co6 va chay trén cac 16i mon, xuong dén bién. Cau tau thang
tredc mat, trang tri toan hoa va béng bay, va chinh gitta, ho ding do, doi
uyén wong hanh phiic, nam tay nhau.

“Boi nao!” Noah ho Ién khoai chi. “Chwa dugc,” t6i thd. “Ta con phai...”
T6i bé Itrng, nhin lai cdp doi trén cau tau. Ho quay lung vé phia chiing t6i,
nhung t6i chac chan day la Lottie. T6i nghi day la Lottie. Ngoai trtr... Khoan
da. T6i dui mat, c6 nhin lai cho r6. T6i phai di doi kinh thoi. “Phai ho
khong?” Lorcan gang. “T6i khong biét,” t6i thui nhan. “Chi can ho quay lai...”

“Khong phai di Lottie!” Noah khinh thudong néi: “P4ay 1a mot ba khéac.”

“Cling chang giong Ben lam,” Lorcan khang dinh, nheo mat nhin anh
chang. “Cao qua.”

DPring lic do, co gai quay dau lai va t6i nhan ra co ta chang giong Lottie ti
nao.

“Oi troi.” To6i sup xudng cai ghé tdim ning gan d6. “Khong phai ho. Tai
khong chay ndi nita r6i. Chung ta di uong chit gi khong dugc sao?” Téi quay
sang Lorcan. “Gid thi chac anh 16 gi¢ gwti r6i. Pén sang lam cling dwgc. Uong
gi di. Lorcan? Chuyén gi thé?”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i chép mat nhin anh ta sitng s6t. Mat anh ta bat chot tro nhw da. Anh ta
dang nhin cai gi do6 sau lung t6i, toi quay lai xem dé la gi. Chi thdy mot bai
bién binh thuwdng nhw moi khach san cao cap, c6 ghé tam nang va séng x0 bo
cat, cung nhitng nguwoi boi dwéi bién, xa hon c6 vai con thuyén buém, va xa
hon nita, mot chiéc du thuyén 16n tha neo & quang sau. Pay la thit anh ta
dang nhin, toi nhan ra.

“Pdy la thuyén cia Zhernakov,” anh ta binh tinh n6i. “Né dén day lam
gi?” “Oi!” t6i thd gdp khi chip ndi cdc manh lai v&i nhau. “Tat nhién roi.
Pung 1a ho & day. T6i quén mat.” “Chi quén mat?” Nghe giong anh ta qud
mang dén mic t6i nhoi 1én vi buc tic. “Lottie ¢6 néi vdi t6i, nhung tdi khong
nghi ra ngay. Ben dinh ban cong ty. Anh ta dang gap Yuri Zhernakov trén du
thuyén.” “Anh ta dinh lam gi?” Mat Lorcan cat khong ra mau. “Khong thé thé
duwge. Chung t6i da nhat tri la anh ta khong ban ro6i ma. Chwa phai bay gio.
Cang khong phai cho Yuri Zhernakov.” “C6 thé anh ta da doi y.” “Anh ta
khong dwgc doi y!” Lorcan gan nhw da phat dién. “Néu khong thi t6i con dén
day lam gi véi céi thoa thuan cap von trong cap? Néu khong thi téi rugt dudi
anh ta ntta vong chau Au lam gi? Chiing t6i da vé ra ké hoach cho cong ty
dau vao day roi. Nhitng ké hoach rat hap dan. Ching t6i da mat hang tuan
tinh chinh. Va gid thi anh ta di gdp Zhernakov?” Anh ta dot ngot chuyén sang
toi. “Chi c6 chac khong?”

“Pay nay.” Toi kéo xuéng dén khi tim thay tin nhan dé, gio cho Lorcan,
madt anh ta tai nhot khi doc xong.

“Anh ta dang di gap Zhernakov, mot minh. Khong c6 c6 van nao bén canh.
Anh ta thé nao ciling bi vat 16ng cho xem. Thang ngu thdm hai.” Cach phan
Ung cda anh ta c6 gi dé lam t6i thay cu. Anh ta khong ngét bao toi binh tinh
vé chuyén Lottie, thé ma gio anh ta phat dai vi cai cong ty tham chi khong
phéi cia minh? “Oi cha,” tdi noi, 1am ra vé lanh dam. “Céng ty cta anh ta.
Tién cta anh ta ma. Sao cling dwgc.” “Chi khong hiéu,” Lorcan néi gian.
“Chuyén khon nan nay ding la mot tham hoa.” “Anh khong nghi minh dang
phéan &ng hoi thai qua a?” “Khong, thai qua la thé quai nao! Chuyén nay rat
quan trong!” “Gio thi ai danh mat ly tri?” t6i bat lai. “Chuyén nay khac

»

han...
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“Khong khac! Néu anh muén biét thi xin néi anh da qua it dau vao cai
cong ty nay ro6i, lam cho Ben tré nén chua chat va moi quan hé tré thanh doc
hai khong thé két thic tot dep duwoc!”

Pay. T6i da ndi trang ra.

“Anh ta dau c6 chua chat!” Lorcan trong hét sitc ngd ngang. “Ben can toi
lo viéc. Phai, ding la ching t6i c6 vai lan 16i qua tiéng lai...”

“Anh chang biét gi hét!” T6i biwc minh dén néi cam dién thoai lac lac vao
madt anh ta. “Lorcan, anh chang biét gi hét! T6i con biét quan hé giita anh véi

»
!

Ben r6 hon anh! Lottie ké cho t6i r6i

“Lottie ké gi cho chi?” Lorcan dot nhién tram giong xuong va lang di. T6i
nhin trd, lo lang vi nhitng diéu sap ndi. Nhung phai néi thoi. Anh ta phai
duoc biét sy that.

“Ben ghét anh,” cudi cung t6i dap. “Anh ta nghi anh la ké cuéng kiém
soat. Anh ta nghi anh da dugc trai chiéu hoa cho ngéi & d6. Anh ta nghi anh
dinh bon chen vao cwép cong ty cuia anh ta. C6 lan anh con tich thu dién thoai
cda anh ta gitta cho dong ngwoi nita phai khong?” “ Gi?” Lorcan trd mat nhin
toi. “Co vé thé.”

May Lorcan chau lai suy nghi mot gidy - r6i dan ra. “Oi troi, va dé. Dy 1a
h6i cha anh ta vita mat. Ben 1én Staffordshire va mot trong nhitng cong nhan
lau nam dang phat biéu. Gitta chitng Ben nghe dién thoai.” Lorcan nhan nhé.
“That la vo 1é hét cho noi. Toi phai tom lay cai dién thoai va xoa diu moi
chuyén. Chuda oi. Anh ta nén lay lam biét on mdi phai.” “Ht, anh ta van con
cay cu chuyén do.”

Im lang. Lorcan dang run lén vi nhitng cam xuc bén trong, mat nhin xa
xam. “Trai chiéu hoa cho ng6i?” cudi cung anh ta cling bat ra, chia d6i mat
nhin t6i oadn trach. “Trai chiéu hoa cho ng6i? Chi cé biét toi da lam bao nhiéu
viéc cho anh ta khong? Cho cha anh ta? Cho cai cong ty d6? T6i da hoan ca
s nghiép ctia minh. To6i ti* ch6i cac hang luat 16n & trung tam London.”

“T6i tin la anh rat...”

“T6i dé ra dong Papermaker, toi cdu truc lai hé thong tai chinh, t6i cong
hién hét minh cho no...”
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Toi khong nghe tiép noi nita.

“V1 sao?” t6i s0 sang ngat 10i. “Vi sao anh lam thé?” “Gi?” Anh ta ngd ra
nhin c# nhw khong hiéu t6i héi gi. “Vi sao anh lam thé?” t6i nhac lai. “Vi sao
anh di 1én Staffordshire tir dau? Vi sao anh tré nén than thiét véi cha Ben nhw
thé? Vi sao anh tr chdi céng viéc ¢ trung tam chi dé lam & day? Vi sao anh
phéi danh lam tinh cdm nhuw thé cho mot cong ty tham chi khéng phai caa
anh?”

Lorcan ling ting nhu ga mac toc. “T6i... toi phdi nhdy vao,” anh ta noi.
“T6i phai nam quyén diéu hanh...” “Anh khong phai lam gi hét.”

“Toi phai lam thé! Moi thit lic y roi beng hét cd 1én...” “Anh khong phai
lam gi hét!” Toi hit that sau, lwa chon ti ngit tdn cong. “Anh khong phai lam
bat ky diéu gi cd. Anh ty chon lam nhu thé. Anh dang roi vao tinh trang
khung hoang sau cudc hén nhan dé vé. Anh buén. Anh tirc gian.” Diéu nay
rat khé noi ra, nhung toi sé noi. “Anh cling chi dang c6 lam chinh viéc Lottie
da lam. Hodc t6i da lam. Xoa diu trai tim nhic nhoi cua anh. Va cach caa anh
la giup Ben citu 1dy cong ty. Nhung day khong phai la phwong cach ding.”
T6i nhin vao mat anh ta, n6i diu dang, “Pay la Lwa Chon Khong May cta
anh.”

Lorcan dang thé hong hoc. Tay anh ta da nam thanh ddm, nhw dang van
sttc cwdng lai th gi d6. T6i nhin thdy noi dau dang dang 1én mat anh ta, va
toi rat ti€c minh lai 1a nguwdi gay ra diéu do. Nhuwng mat khac - to6i khong tiéc.

“Gap chi sau,” anh ta bat than néi, va sdi budc di trwde khi t6i kip dap. Toi
khong biét anh ta c6 bao gio' con mudn néi chuyén véi toi nita khong. Nhung
to6i van mirng vi da néi ra nhitng diéu can ndéi. T6i triu mén nhin xuéng Noah,
no6 van dang kién nhan cho ching t6i n6i chuyén xong.

“Bay gio con xudng boi duwgc chwa?” né noi. “Bay gio dugc chwa a?”

T6i nghi t6i cai quan boi cia nd, dé trong va li & tit trong sanh. Tré lai do6
lay sé lang nhang ra sao. Chi con vai gio nita la hét nang.

“Madc quan 16t boi?” t6i nhwdng mat nhin né. “Lan nita a?” “Quan 16t!” n6
ré lén khong tin duwgc. “Quan 16t! Yay!” “Fliss!” T6i ngang lén thay Nico
dang di ngang bai bién, céi do trang van ho phang phiu nhw moi khi va doi
giay sang bong trén mat cat. “Em c6 dau r6i? Toi can ban bac vé chwong
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trinh cho budi ga la. Co ay vdi chong la Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phic Nhat
Tuan.”

“0, vay chic 6ng may min. N6 & trén kia kia.” T6i chi ra cai thuyén. “Co
c6 lién lac duwgc véi co ay khong?” Nico trong phd phac. “C6é goi cho co ay
dwgc khong? Lé ra ching t6i da phai tong duyét xong budi 1€; moi thit déu da
bi ddy ra ngoai ké hoach...” “Xudng boi?” Noah nan ni, n6 da 16t hét quan ao
vt xuong cat. “Xuong boi di me?” Va khi té6i nhin xuéng khuén mat nhoé hao
hitc, hinh nhw cé cai gi d6 dam xuyén qua tim t6i. Bat giac t6i hiéu diéu gi
trong doi la quan trong. Khong phai la bu6i ga la. Khong phai la dém tan hon.
Khong phai la gidi cttu em gdi. Va tat nhién cang khong phai la Daniel. Ma &
ngay day, trudc mat toi nay.

P06 16t cha t6i mau den tron. C6 thé tam coi la bikini. “Xin 16i nhé,” t6i
hén hé bao Nico, va bat dau 10t do chi dé lai 4o nguwc va quan con. “Toi
khong ngiing dugc. Toi phai di boi vdi con tdi.” Sau nita gio bi bom vdi
Noah trong lan séng bién Aegea mau lam ngoc, thé giéi da yén vui trd lai.
Anh ning sdp ta sudi 4m ddi vai tdi, miéng t6i mdn mudi vi nhay séng,
xuong swon thi nhitc ran vi cuoi.

“Con la ca map nay!” Noah dang tién lai phia td6i qua quang nudc nong.
“Me 01i, con la ca map té nwdc nay!” N6 té nwdc am am veé phia t6i va toi té
lai khéng nwong tay, r6i cad hai déu lan xuéng day cat mém min. N6 sé 6n
thoi, t6i nhan ra minh dang nghi, khi am 14y cai than hinh nhé déo dai. Ca hai
ching toi r6i sé 6n thoi. Daniel cit viéc di ma s6ng & Los Angeles néu anh ta
muon. Thye té d6 1a noi thich hgp cho anh ta. Noi d6 ngudi ta wa cac thé loai
nguwoi may. Toi cudi twoi réi véi Noah dang bap bénh bén canh. “Cé vui
khong con?” “Di Lottie dau r6i?” n6 hoi thay vi dap lai. “Me bado minh sé gap
di Lottie ma.” “Di dang ban,” t6i trd 10i ém ru. “Nhwng me chac bon minh sé
gap di thoi.”

MOoi lan nhin Ién cai du thuyén lirng litng dau ngoai vinh, t6i lai 160 ma tu
hoéi dang c6 chuyén gi tréen d6. Chuyén ky qudc la, khi tdi con ¢ Anh, viéc cua
Lottie c6 vé sat swon, quan trong va cap thiét biét bao. Nhung gio t6i dén day
roi, no lai c6 vé xa cach.

Khong phai doi minh. Khong phai doi minh.
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Dot nhién t6i nghe tiéng gi d6 nhw tén minh. T6i tw dong quay lai, thay
Lorcan dang ditng bén mép nuéc, trong rat lac diéu trong b vest cong sé.
“T6i can noéi vGi chi diéu nay!” anh ta hét 1én nhung bi bat tiéng. “Khong
nghe thay!” t6i gao lai, khong roi cho. T6i khong chay ban khap noi nita dau.
K€ ca néu anh ta muon bao t6i Lottie da dé con sinh dobi v6i Ben, con han ta
héa ra lai la mét tén phu thay phat xit, tdi cling cé thé ti tv chwa nghe voi.
“Fliss!” anh ta lai goi.

To6i dwa tay ra dau Téi con dang dé viéc voi Noah; ta néi chuyén sau nhé,
nhung khong chdc la anh ta hiéu. “ Fliss!” “ T6i dang boi.”

Duong nhu thit cdm xdc nao dé dang dang 1én trén mat Lorcan. Anh ta vt
cap tap lai trén mat cat va hung diing tién xuéng vung nwdc nong, dé nguyén
giay va vest. Anh ta budc nhanh qua séng dén ché Noah va t6i, roi dirng lai.
Anh ta ditng trong nwéc ngdp dén tan dui. Toi ngd ra khong biét phdi néi gi
nita. Noah, ban dau thé doc khi Lorcan dang tién lai, gio dang gap ca bung vi
cudi. “Anh thye sy khéng biét trén doi c6 quan boi, phai khong?” t6i noéi, co
lam mat tinh bo. “T6i c6 diéu nay can ndi vdi chi.” Anh ta quac mat nhin c
nhu 1a 16i tai t6i. “Vay néi di.” Im lang maét hoi 1au, 1au lac, chi c6 tiéng song
va tiéng tro chuyén trén bai bién, va mot con mong bién kéu rit 1én. Mat
Lorcan con dit doi hon luc trede, va tay khong ng6t cao lén toc nhu dang
chinh don nhitng y nghi trong dau. Anh ta hit mdt hoi that sau, ro6i lai hit mot
hoi nita, nhung khong noi.

Mot cai thuyén cao su chd day tré con tap vao bai gan ching toi, roi lai
dap dénh ra xa. Ma Lorcan van chwa chiu néi. Toi nghi chac minh phai lam
thay anh ta thoi.

“Peé toi doan nhé,” t6i nhe nhang noéi. “Khong theo thit tw nao cu thé: Anh
nhan ra t6i n6i dang. Anh thay diéu do6 rat khé chap nhan. Anh muén néi vé
chuyén d6 mot lic nao ddy. Anh dang nghi minh lam cai gi ma ra day, chay
theo Ben trong khi anh ta da phan bdi moi thit anh yéu quy. Anh chgt nhin
nhan cudc doi minh theo mot cach khac han va nghi moi thi can thay doi.”
Toi ngirng lai. “Va anh wéc gi da mang theo quan boi.”

Lai im lang hoi lau. Co ma Lorcan dang giat giat rat khe, va toi thay lo
ngai. C6 phai toi di qua xa r6i khong? “Ciing sat ddy,” cudi cung anh ta néi.
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“Nhwng chi van ké thiéu vai thiz.” Anh ta tién mot budc qua bién, nuwdc vo
vao quanh chan. “Chua ai ting hiéu chuyén dén nhw chi. Chwa ai ti'ng thach
thitc t6i dén nhu chi. Chi n6i ding vé chuyén Ben. Chi néi ding vé cai danh
cta toi trén website. Toi da di xem lai, va chi cé biét t6i thay gi khong?” Anh
ta ngng lai.“ May la dira qudi nao? May nhin cdi gi thé? Tao khong cé thoi
gian rdanh cho may.” Té6i khéng kim ndi nu cuoi.

“Va chi néi dang: Dupree Sanders khong phai cong ty cua toi,” anh ta noi
tiép, ham danh lai. “Cé thé t6i mong la nhw vay, nhung khong phai vay. Néu
Ben thyc tinh mudn ban, anh ta nén ban. Zhernakov sé cho déng ctra toan b
trong vong sau thang, nhung c* mdc théi. Khong c6 gi ton tai vinh vién.”
“Anh khong chua chat néu chuyén ay xay ra chit?” t6i khong kim dwgc gang
héi anh ta. Anh da d6 bao nhiéu vao dé.”

“Co thé.” Anh ta gat dau nghiém tic. “Trong mot thoi gian. Nhung ngay
cd chua chat thi roi cling sé phai nhat. Ching ta déu phai tin nhw thé. Phai
khong?” Anh ta nhin vao mat toi, va trong to6i day 1én mot niéem dong cam.
Pau tu tinh cam - ddy la tro choi khé gd nhat trén doi. “Nhung chi cling noi
sai mot diéu,” Lorcan noéi, bat than hang hai 1én. “Sai hoan toan. T6i mirng la
minh khong mang quan boi theo.” N6i dén do, anh ta bé do khoac viit ngwoc
1én bo. N6 roi xudng nwdc, Noah hao hirc lan xuéng mo t6i do.

“Pay!” N6 gio 1én cao. “Con bat dugc nay!” No6 tro mat vi khodi chi khi
thay Lorcan cdi mot bén giay, roi bén kia, ném ca hai vé phia bg. “Chim mat
roi! Giay cda chi chim r6i!” “Noah, con c6 thé 1an tim giay cia chu Lorcan,”
t0i no6i va cuwdi khic khich, “ré6i mang 1én bai cat dugc khong? Me nghi la chd
dy dinh mac quan 16t boi day.”

“Quan l6t!” Noah hét 1én. “Quan 16t!”

“Quan 16t.” Lorcan nhe rang cuwdi véi n6. “Khong con cach nao hon.”
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Chuong 28

S otts

To6i thay nhitng bong ngudi ti xiu bap bénh boi trén bién khi nhin lai vé bo.

Mat trdi cudi chiéu dé nhitng bong dai trén bai. Tré con dang hét, cac doi
yéu nhau dang 6m ap va céac gia dinh dang choi dua bén nhau. Va bat chot tw
tan day long toi wéc gi minh c6 mat trong s6 ho. Nhitng ngwoi di nghi gian
don, khéng c6 nhitng cudc doi ro6i ram, khong c6 nhitng anh chong dong
bong vi ky, khong cé nhitng quyét dinh tai hoa dé ro6i phai go réi. T6i ghét cai
thuyén ngay tir phut dat chan 1én boong. Du thuyén n6i chung déu kinh di.
Cai gi cling boc da trang mudt lam to6i lo ngay ngdy sg bdi ban lén do, con
Yuri Zhernakov chi liéc so t6i mot cai nhw mudn n6iKhoéng, d nay khéng dt
tiéu chudn lam vg s6 nam cua ta. Ngay Idp titc t6i bi tbng vao vong tay chdm
soéc cua hai c6 @ Nga bom méi bom vu. Té6i thdy cd hai déu cdng phong
silicon chdng khdc gi bong bay hinh con thu, va cuéc chuyén tro cta ho chi
von ven, “ Thé c6 thi ngam nghia dung nhan minh bdng guwong bé tui bac
triéu ctua hdng nao?” Téi dung Body Shop, nén cdu chuyén chang di dén dau.

T6i nhap mojito, chd doi nhitng n6i phién mudn dugce nhan chim. Nhung
thay vi kéu xéo xéo roi tat han, ching lai lwgn vong trong dau t6i, moi ldc
mot phong to hon. Cai gi cling thanh tham hoa. Cai gi cling khting khiép. T6i
nhan ra minh dang muén khoc. Nhung t6i khong duge khoc. Toi dang & trén
siéu du thuyén. T6i can 1ap lanh twoi sang va lam sao cho ranh nguc ty dung
noi bat hon.

Toi ti nguoi vao thanh chan boong tau tang dang ditng va nhin xem tir day
xuong bién bao xa. Cé nhady dwgc khong?

Khoéng. C6 thé sé bi thwong mat.
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Chua biét Ben da bién di dau. Anh ta da tré nén qua stec chiu dung tw lic
ching t6i lén thuyén, lién tuc givong vay roi ria 1ong canh roi ké vgi Yuri
Zhernakov cé dén nam chuc lan la chinh minh ciing dang toan tinh sam mat
chiéc.

Tay t6i lan vao tti. C6 mot y nghi van nam trong dau t6i nhw mot ké rat
nhan nai khong chiu bo cudc. Van la y nghi don gian, duy nhat ay. N6 dd nam
dé may tiéng roi. Minh cé thé goi Richard. Minh c6 thé goi Richard. Toi da
co gang 10 no6 di, nhung gio toi khong nhd noi cac ly do khong nén lam thé
nita. Pay c6 vé la mot y twdng rat hap dan. Rat han hoan. T6i c6 thé goi cho
anh. Ngay bay gio. Toi biét Fliss sé bao toi dirng lam vay, nhung day khong
phai doi chi ay, phai khong? T6i cling khong biét chac minh muén noéi gi vGi
anh. Thyc té 1a t6i nghi minh chang muén noi gi. T6i chi mudn gitt lién hé
thoi. Nhw 1a khi v6i tay nam 14y tay ai do roi siét chat. Bung la thé: t6i mudn
siét chat tay anh xuyén khong trung. Va néu anh rt tay ra, 0, thi tdi sé hiéu.
Toi thoang thay hai & Nga lai di 1én boong lién voi va quanh qua géc dé
khong bi ho trong thay. To6i rut dién thoai ra, nhin trong phut chdc, r6i an liéu
ngon tay xuong ban phim. Khi chu6ng reo, tim t6i bat dau dap thinh thich, t6i
thdy non nao cd nguwoi. “Xin chao, day la s6 cta Richard Finch.” My da
chuyén sang hop thw thoai. Rudt gan t6i rdi boi 1én vi kinh hodng va t6i bam
tat. Toi khong thé dé lai tin nhan thoai dwgc. Tin nhan thoai khong phai 1a cai
siét tay. Ma la cai phong bi an vao ban tay. Va t6i khong biét minh mudn nhét
gi vao phong bi nita. Mot cach chinh xac. To6i c6 hinh dung anh dang lam gi
gitta lic nay. Toi hoan toan chang biét anh séng & San Francisco ra sao. Pang
thitc day? Pang tam rira? To6i con khong biét can ho cia anh trong thé nao.
Anh da tr6i di qua xa roi. Nwdc mat lam cay mat toi va toi rau 11 nhin dién
thoai. T6i c6 nén thir lai khng? Nhu thé c6 tinh la rinh rap khong? “Lottie!
Em day roi!” Day la Ben, dang di cung Yuri. T6i nhét lai dién thoai vao tui va
quay lai d6i mat ho. Mat Ben da hong lén vi rugu, tim t6i chung xudng.
Trong anh ta hoi dién dién, nhw mot dita nho thitc qua khuya. “Bon anh sé ky
xac nhan bén ly sam banh,” anh ta phan khich néi. “Yuri c6 chai Krug lau
nam lam. Muon tGi cung khéng?”
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Chuong 29

Apacr

Bon tré! Lic nao cling hét hai lo lang, Iic nao cling doi dugc tra 10i ngay.
Chuing lam t6i mét 1, cai bon tré bo pho toi nghiép. Pirng quay lai, t6i van
bdo ching no6 thé. Bung quay lai.

Tudi tré van & nguyén noi cac c6 cau chia tay no, day la cho thich hgp
danh cho n6. Cai gi dang mang theo trén duong doi thi c6 cau cling da mang
10i.

Hai muoi nam nay toi da néi thé, ma nao ai c6 nghe? Nghe dugc thi da
phic. Pay, lai mot dita nita vira xuat hién. Thé phi pho méi 1én dwoc t6i dinh
vach nudi. Gan hét dau bam ré6i, cé vé. Ciing kha dién trai, trén nén trgi xanh.
Trong dang dap nhu chinh tri gia. Ma t6i nghi vay that a? Cé thé la dién vién
dién anh. T6i khong nhé c6 thady mat cau ta hoi xwa. Tuy cai dé ciing chang
ndi 1én gi. H6i nay thdy mdt chinh minh trong guong t6i cling chang nhé. T6i
thdy cdu chang dang dwa mat lung suc khap xung quanh, dén nhan hinh anh
t6i ngdi trén ghé dwdi béng cdy 6 liu wa thich. “Ong 1a Arthur?” ciu ta héi
dop. “Chinh thi.” T6i sanh s6i li€c cau ta mot vong. Xem ra la dang cé tién.
Ao phéng c6 c6, logo hang hiéu. Hin khong ché vai ly Scotch dup.

“Chac cau muon udéng gi chi¥?” t6i than mat hoi. Tot nhat nén da cau
chuyén vé huéng chai lo ngay tir sém. “T6i khong mudn uéng gi hét,” cau ta
ndi. “T6i muodn biét chuyén gi da xady ra.” Téi khong kim noi mot cai ngap.
Dé doan qua. Cau ta mudn biét chuyén gi dd xady ra. Lai mot gd dau tuw nha
bang lén con khung hodng trung nién, 16n lai vé khung canh hoa nién. Vé
hién treong pham toi. C¥ dé mac nhitng tht da qua t6i chi mudén dap thé.
Vong lai di. Vong vé vdi cai cudc song ngudi 16n 1am van dé cua cau, vi cau
chang tim thay dap an ¢ day dau.
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Nhung cdu ta sé khong tin t6i. Chang dita nao tin ca.

“Cau bé 0i,” t0i hién hoa noi. “Cau da 16n 1én. Chuyén da xay ra la thé
day.”

“Khong,” cau ta néng nady dap, lau cai tran muét md hdi. “Ong khong
hiéu. T6i dén day la c6 ly do. Nghe t6i nay.” Cau ta tién 1én vai buwdc, cao
Itrng litng v&i than hinh ndi bat tredc anh nang, khudn mat dién trai 16 16 vé
quyét tam. “T6i dén day la c6 ly do,” cau ta nhac lai. “T6i von khéng dinh
can dy vao - nhung to6i khong dirng dwgc. T6i phai lam viéc nay. Téi muén
biét dich xac chuyén gi da xay ra vao cai dém cé vu chay?”
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Chuong 30

S otts

Khi t6i t6 chitc cac seminar Bat Cong Viéc Lam Viéc Cho Minh cho nhan
vién Hang dugc pham Blay, mot trong cac chu diém la: Ban cé thé hoc hoi tur
moi thit. To6i chon mot tinh huéng cong sé& dién hinh r6i ching téi cung nghi
va liét ké gach dau dong Téi hoc duoc gi ttr chuyén nay. Sau hai tiéng dong
h6 trén thuyén cua Yuri Zhernakov, toi da gach ra dugc nhitng diém nay:

- Toi sé khong bao gio bom moi.

- Noi thuc thi, du thuyeén ciing khong dén noi dang ghét lam.

- Krug la mat ngot thién dang.

- Yuri Zhernakov giau dén mitc mat t6i chdy thanh nuwéc.

- Ben gan nhu dang theé lé lwdi ra. Con cai kiéu no6i dua nang bi bg dit kinh
khting dy & dau ra?

- Ben c6 nghi gi thi Yuri cling khong quan tam dén cac “ké hoach chung”.

Tht duy nhat 6ng ta muo6n ban dén la ng6i nha.

- Néu hoi y t6i thi Yuri sé dep gon ca céi cong ty gidy. Ben hinh nhw con
khong nhan ra diéu nay.

- T6i nghi c6 1€ Ben kha dan.

- Chang t6i 1é ra khong bao gio, khong bao gio nén quay tré lai bang
dwong bai bién.

Pay ding la sai 1am 16n. Lé ra nén bao thuyén tha ching t6i xuéng khiic
bd bién cach day mot dam. Vi dung luc dat chan xudng, ching t6i da bi Nico
tom duoc.

“Ong ba Parr! Vira ding gio bit dau ga la!”

“Gi1?” Ben hon hao nhin 6ng ta. “Ong noi céi gi thé?”
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“Anh biét ma.” T6i huych anh ta. “Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phiic Nhat
Tuan.”

Khong c6 cach nao thoat dwgc. Gio chung toi dang chen chuc cung chirng
hai chuc khach nghi khac, uéng cocktail va nghe ban nhac choi “Some
enchanted evening”. Ai ai cling khdo chuyén vé chiéc du thuyén caa Yuri
Zhernakov dang bd neo & vinh. T6i da nghe Ben ké v@i it nhat nam nhém
khac nhau la chiing t6i vira uéng Krug trén dé vé. Moi lan la mot 1an t6i rim
lai. Va chi phit choc nita thoi ching t6i sé phdi 1én san khau, nhan cai ctp
Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phic Nhat Tuan. That than kinh. “Anh nghi ching
minh cé trén dwgc khong?” toi thi tham véi Ben khi chuyén tro lang xuéng.
“Thuc té 1a, khé c6 thé goi chiing ta la Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phiic Nhat
Tuan.” Ben nhin t6i khong hiéu. “Vi sao?”

Vi sao? Anh ta dua day chac? “Vi chiung ta da chuyén sang ban chuyén ly
di r6i,” toi rit. “Nhwng ta van hanh phiic co ma.” Anh ta nhun vai.

Hanh phic? Lam sao ma anh ta van hanh phic dwgce? T6i quac mat, dot
nhién chi muon thoi cho anh ta mot c. Anh ta chwa bao gio dé tam vao cudc
hén nhan nay. Khong mdy may. Pay chi la cach giai sau théi. Con cuéng nhat
thoi. Nhu cai l1an t6i chuyén sang mé do len dan Scandinavia va di mua may
may ay.

Nhung hon nhan khéng phai 1a may may! T6i chi muén hét 1én véi anh ta
nhr vay. Toan bo vu nay that la tro hé. T6i muén di vé. “A, ba Parr.” Lai
Nico, b6 nhao xuéng nhu da ngd t6i chye danh bai tau. “Sap dén ldc trao cip
r6i.” “Tuyét.” Giong toi mai mia dén mitc 6ng ta nhan ca mat. “Thwa ba, lan
nita xin phép ba thit 16i cho nhitng bat tién da phai chiu dung trong ky nghi &
day. Nhu to6i da noi, t6i rat han hanh dwoc moi ba thay cho 1oi ta 16i, mot ky
nghi cu6i tuan thwvong hang cho hai nguwdi tai mot trong nhitng phong suite
cao cap, tron géi moi bita an chinh va mot budi lan cé ong thd.” “Nhw thé dau
c6 coi 1a thich ddng dwgc.” Tdi tritng mét nhin 6ng ta. “Ong da pha héng ca
tuan trang mat cia chuing t6i. Pha héng cudc hén nhan cta ching t6i.”

Nico cup mat nhin xuéng cat. “Thwa quy ba, long to6i that vé cung rau ri.
Nhung can phdi néi véi ba, day khong phai y dinh cta ca nhan t6i, khong
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phai mong mu6n ctia ca nhan t6i. Pay la mot 16i 1am nghiém trong vé phan
t0i, sé lam toi hoi tiéc sudt doi, y dinh ban dau la cda...”

“Toi biét.” Toi ngat 16i ong ta. “Cua chi t6i.” Nico gat dau. Trong 6ng ta
buon thdm dén ndi t6i chot thay thuwong cam. T6i biét Fliss la ngwoi nhw thé
nao. Khi nao chi roi vao tam trang thanh chién, thi chang c6 ai can dudng noi
chi. “Thé nay nhé, Nico,” cudi cung c6i néi. “Ciling khong sao. Toi khong
trach 6ng dau. Toi biét chi t6i la ngwoi thé nao. To6i biét chi dy da ngoi &
London ma giat day con roéi ¢ day.” “Co6 ay rat quyét doan.” 6ng ta lai cui
dau.

“T6i tha thit cho 6ng.” Toi chia tay. “T6i khong tha thit cho chi ay,” toi voi
noi them. “Nhung toi tha thi cho ong.”

“Thua ba, toi that khong xing dang.” Nico dwa tay toi 1én moi. “T0i xin
chiic ba mot nghin diéu hanh phic.”

Ong ta di khéi, con tdi tw héi Fliss dang 1am gi liic ndy. Trong tin nhin
thoai chi néi dang trén duong t6i khach san. Co6 thé mai chi sé t6i noi. Hw, c6
thé t6i sé khong cho chi gap.

T6i nhap thém vai ngum cocktail, tro chuyén v6i mot ba mac 4o xanh xem
muc nao trong goi spa la dang dong tién nhat, trong khi tim cach tranh mat
Melissa. Co ta ctt lién tuc san don truy hoi xem chinh xac thi Ben vdi toi lam
nghé gi, va bd sting trong tdi xach thi chang phai 1a hoi nguy hiém day sao?
Va bdng nhién dan nhac ngirng choi, Nico da tréo 1én san khau. Ong ta go
mic vai 1an roi cwdi rang rd nhin dam déng da tap hop lai.

“Xin chao quy vi!” 6ng ta ndi. “Chuing t6i that vui ming dwgc gap tat ca
cac quy vi trong tiéc cocktail trao thuwdng hom nay. Néu Aphrodite la nit than
tinh yéu, thi Amba la cung dién cta tinh yéu. Va dém nay ching ta udng
mirng mot cap vg chong rat dac biét. Ho t6i day nghi trang mat va da gianh
giai Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phic Nhat Tuan: Ben va Lottie Parr!”

Nhitng trang vo tay no ra xung quanh, va Ben khé huych t6i. “Pi kia.”

“Em dang di day!” t6i cau kinh néi. Toi di ngang bai tGi san khau roi treo
1én, hoi nheo mat khi anh den pha chiéu vao.
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“Ngan lan chic mirng ba, thwra ba kinh mén!” Nico kéu 16n, trao cho toi
mot chiéc cip bac 16n hinh trai tim. “Xin dwgc phép trao virong mién cho ca
hai nguoi...”

Vuwong mién?

Trudce khi toi kip phan doi, Nico da chup hai cai vivong mién nhiyra ma bac
1én dau ching t6i. Ong ta thodn thodt ghim mot dai xa tanh deo chéo vai toi,
roi lui lai. “Cdp uyén wong thang cudc!” Khan gia lai vo tay am 1 va t6i nhoén
mot nu cwdi méo xéch vai anh den. That la kinh khung. Cup, vieong mién, roi
lai dai xa tanh? T6i thdy minh la mot c6 nang hoa hau an gian. “Va gio xin
duwoc nghe vai 10i tt cdp uyén wong hanh phic!” Nico chuyén mic cho Ben,
anh ta 1ap tirc chuyén lai cho t6i. “Xin chao tat cd moi ngwoi.” Giong tdi phat
ra tit loa, t6i cau mat khi nghe tiéng minh. “Cam on quy vi rat nhiéu vi... vinh
dy nay. Vang, di nhién chiing t6i 1a mot cdp uyén wong rat hanh phic. Ching
toi hanh phuc vo cung.”

“Hanh phuc vo bién,” Ben néi thém vao mic. “Thién duong.” “bung la
mot ky nghi ly twéng.”

“Khi Ben mdi cau hoén, t6i khong hinh dung n6i minh sé duwgc... hanh phic
thé nay. Hanh phtic v6 bo thé nay.”

Bat giac, khong bao tridc, mot giot nirdc mat ngoan ngoeo lan xudng mat
toi. T6i khong sao ngan ndi. Khi nhin lai chinh minh trong nha hang ay, han
hoan nhéan 16i 14y Ben, c nhw t6i dang nhin mdt con nguwdi khac. Mot con
dién, r6 dai, do twdng. Toi da nghi gi co chit? Lay Ben giong nhw uéng bon
coc dup vodka. Ban dau no bit miéng noi dau va téi cam thay nhw trén troi.
Nhung lic nay toi da tinh day sau dém say, va lic nay moi thit chang con gi
dep de.

Toi cwoi ngoac miéng hon nira, ghé lai sat mic. “Chang toi that vo cung
hanh phuc,” t6i nhac lai d€ nhan manh. “Moi thit dién ra tuyét voi va tron tru
qua doi, khong hé c6 lay mét gidy xung khac giita hai chiing t6i. Phai khong
anh yéu?”

Thém hai giot nwdc mat nita dang lan xudng. T6i hy vong ngudi ta nghi
minh dang wa 1€ vi mung.
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“That la mo6t ky nghi thién duwdng,” t6i néi va lau mat. “That la mdt ky
nghi tuyét voi, trong mo. Tuan trdng mat cia ching t6i hoan hdo vé moi khia
canh, t6i khong nghi ching to6i c6 thé hanh phiic hon nita...” To6i ngirng gitta
da huyén thuyén khi chot lot mat mot bo ba béng den dang di ngwoc 1én bai
cat tt mép bién. Ca ba déu quan khan tam, nhung du vay...

Cé phai...

Khong. Khong thé thé dugc. Bén canh t6i, Ben ciing dang nhin hwéng do,
miéng da ha hoc ra vi kinh ngac. “Lorcan?” Anh ta chdp 1ay mic tir tay t6i va
hét 16n. “Lorcan! Cai khi gi thé nay? Anh dén day tr lic nao?” “Di Lottie!”
bong nguwdi quan khan nhé nhat reo 1én, bat chgt nhan ra t6i. “Di Lottie, di
doi vwong mién kia!”

Nhung nguoi thit ba méi 1a nguoi tdi dang nhin, mat ma tho 16. “Fliss?”
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Toi héa da. Viéc duy nhat c6 thé lam dwgce lic nay 1a nhin lai. Toi dau c6 tinh
cho Lottie biét minh da dén Ikonos bang cach nay. “Fliss?” né nhac lai, giong
da chuyén tong gat gong khién téi rung minh. T6i no6i gi bay gio? T6i noi gi
duwgce day? T6i biét bat dau tir dau chit? “Fliss!” Nico ndi tredc khi t6i kip
huy dong suy nghi, cwdp ludn mic tu tay Ben. “Va ¢ day vdi chung ta co ca
chi géi cta ciip uyén wong hanh phic!” Ong néi véi khan gia. “T6i han hanh
gidi thiéu v6i quy khach ba Felicity Graveney, tong bién tap tap chi Pincher
Travel Review. Ba dén day dé viét mot bai nhan xét nam sao dac biét cho
khach san!” Ong cudi twoi roi 16i. “Nhuw quy vi thdy, ba dang ném va cam
nhan lan nwéc bién Aegea.” Khan gid khé cuwdi lich thiép. Toi dén phai nga
mi chao Nico. Khong mot co hoi quang ba hinh anh nao bi ong bo 18. “Gio
ta hdy moi ca gia dinh 1én san khau!” Ong dang don ca Lorcan, Noah va toi
len buc. “Pay sé€ la birc chan dung gia dinh duwgc dwa vao album trang mat
ddc biét cua quy khach. Bing sat vao nhau nao!” “Chi dang lam cai khi gi @
day vay?” Mat Lottie t6i sam titc gian khi quay sang nhin t6i. “Chi xin 16i,”
toi lap bap noéi. “Chi xin 16i em rat nhiéu. Chi c? twdng... chi chi mudn...”
Miéng t6i kho lai. Loi 18 da chay dau mat. C nhu ty ching cling cdm thay
noi hoi han trong long t6i, nén da chuon sach sang phe bén kia. “Chau chao di
Lottie!” Noah phan khich chao. “Nha chau dén choi véi di trong ky nghi
nay!” “Chi lai con 16i kéo ca Noah nita cht,” Lottie phi ra. “Pep mat.” “Moi
nguoi cuwoi 1én!” ong chup anh ho. “Nhin phia nay!” Toi phai thu vén can
dam thoi. T6i phai xin 16i théi. C6 ma lam dwgc. “OK, nghe nay,” t6i m@&
miéng that nhanh khi anh den flash chiéu loa mat. “Chi xin 16i em lam lam
lam lam. Lottie, chi khong hé c6 y lam héng ca tuan trang mat ctia em. Chi
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chi muon... chi cling chang biét nita. Mu6n cham sé6c cho em théi. Nhung chi
da nhan ra la minh phai ditng lai. Em la ngwdi 16n r6i va em ¢6 cudc doi riéng
va chi da pham phai sai lam kinh khung khiép, va chi thuc long hy vong em
c6 thé tha thi cho chi. Va hai em la mot cap that hét sitc dep doi.” Toi quay
sang Ben. “Chao Ben, rat vui dugc gap em. Chi la Fliss, chi vg cia em.” T6i
vung vé dwa mot tay 1én. “Chi nghi chac ching ta sé con gap nhau & rat nhiéu
dip Giang sinh hay gi day...” “Phia nay!” éng chup anh ho 1én, va tat ca lai
ngoan ngoan quay lai.

“Vay la chi giat ddy moi chuyén? Twc la ké cd phong vé sinh &
Heathrow?” Lottie ngoanh lai nhin vé an nan hién trén mat toi. “Sao chi dam?
Lai con dau lac nita chit! Lam em dau phat dién!” “Chi biét, chi biét,” toi
nuot v, suyt phat khoc. “Chi khong biét ma quy gi nhap vao chi nita. Chi xin
16i, chi chi mudn bado vé em thoi.” “Liic nao chi cling doi phai bao vé em! Chi
c6 phai me em dau!” “Chi biét 1a khong phdi.” Giong t6i chgt run run. “Chi
biét ma.”

Mat to6i gap mat Lottie, va bong nhién c nhw c6 mot mang ky tc tham
lang cuda riéng hai chi em dang két n6i gitta chiing t6i. Me ching t6i. Doi
ching t6i. Ly do ching t6i thanh ra nhw bay gio. Va roéi c6 diéu gi dé lai dong
sap trong mat Lottie, khodnh khac giao cAm da qua. Mat no trd lai kin bung,
khong tha thit. “Nao cudi toe 1én, tat ca quy vi.” Ong chup anh vy vay tay.
“Nhin phia nay!” “Lotts, em c6 bao gio tha 16i cho chi dugc khong?” T6i nin
thd cho cau tra 10i ctia no. “Dugc khong?” Im lang that 1au va mon moi. Toi
khong biét tiép theo sé ra sao. Mat Lottie d@ mo di, t6i biét khon hon thi dirng
héi thic. “Cudi 1én! Cudi hét cd 1én nao thwa quy vi!” 6ng chup anh ludn
mom giuc gid. Nhung t6i khéng cuwdi noi va no ciing thé. T6i chot nhan ra
minh dang quap chdt may ngén tay. Ca ngén chan nita.

Mai cubi cung tham tham Lottie cling quay dau lai nhin t6i. Mat né hét
sttc khinh thi, nhung vé cam ghét da xuéng thang mdt ndc. Khan tam dang
tudt khéi ngudi, toi nhan co hdi d6 quan lai mét vong. “Thé,” né noi, mat khé
danh qua nguoi t6i. “Chi mac do 16t xudng bién that ha?” Trong bung toi
tham reo 1én. T6i nhitng muén 6m cham ldy né. Theo bai cia ching t6i, nhw
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thé tinh la tha th r6i. T6i biét la t6i van chwra duge budng tha hoan toan dau -
nhung it ra cling c6 hy vong.

“Bikini 16i thoi qua r6i.” T6i lay giong thd o giong nd. “Em van chwa biét
tin a?”

“Quan 16t dep day.” N6 mién cwdng nhun vai. “Cam on.”

“Quan 16t!” Noah hét 1én. “Quan 16t! Di Lottie 0i, chau muén hoi mot
cau,” no riu rit noi. “Di da cho lap xwong vao trong banh bao chwa?” “Cai
gi?” Lottie gidy ndy lén. “C6 phdi né hoi...” N6 tri'ng mat nhin to6i khong tin
dwgce. “Di da cho lap xwong vao trong banh bao chwa?” “Noah! Cai do... cai
do khong phai viéc cua chau! Tai sao lai chwa co chit? Ma tai sao chau lai hoi
di?” N6 c6 vé cudng quyt dén noi t6i nhin nd, dot nhién dong tai. Cai kiéu roi
rit nay, gan nhw cé vé la... gan nhuw c6 vé la... “Lotts?” t6i hoi, nhuwéng may.
“Im di!” n6 hoang sg kéu léen.

Oi troi oi. N6 dé 16 xir roi con gi.

“Van chuwa u?” Pau t6i dang chay toc do hai tram phan tram. Ching n6
van chwa nga véi nhau u? Vi sao lai chwa? Vi ly do quai gi ma chwa? “Dung
c6 di néi chuyén do nita!” N6 gan nhu trao nwdc mat. “Chi bién khoi cudc
hén nhan cta em di! Bién khéi tuan trang mat ctia em di! Bién khoi moi th
di!” “Lottie?” T6i nhin sat hon. Mat né wét, moi thi dang run run. “Em c6 sao
khong?”

“Tat nhién la khong sao!” Thinh linh né phat khung. “Em lam sao ma phai
sao? Em c6é cudc hon nhan hanh phic nhét thé gigi! Em la ¢6 gai may man
nhat thé gidi, va em hoan toan, tuyét doi, tuyét voi...” N6 ngung lai roi dui
mat nhu thé khong tin vao chinh mat minh. T6i nheo mat nhin qua né, co
thay cho 1o, va chgt nhan ra n6 dang tron xoe mat nhin thi gi. Pay la mot
bong ngwdi. Pan 6ng. Pang di qua bai bién vé phia ching toi, bang dang di
nang né, virng vang khong lan vao dau dugc. Lottie da tai nhgt dén noi toi chi
lo né ngat xiu - va cling chang c6 gi ngac nhién. T6i nhin sttng, khong tin noi,
vao dang ngudi quen thudc, dau 6c nhdo nhao tim 10i giai thich. Cau ta da thé
sé tranh xa co ma. Cau ta con dén day lam quai gi chit?
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Toi nghi chac minh sap 1én con dot quy. Hodc 1én con dong kinh. Hodac mot
thit con gi do6 khac. Mau dang chay véo tir dau xuéng chan toi r6i lai 1én dau
c nhw né cling chang biét nén lam gi nita. T6i khong thd néi. Toi khong
nhic nhich néi. T6i khong... lam gi n6i.

Dring 1a Richard. O day.

Chtt khong phai cach ca nghin nam anh sang, vui tha véi cudc doi méi
toanh thom phitc va da quén han con cé toi trén doi. Anh & day, & Ikonos.
Pang budc vé phia t6i trén bai bién. T6i chép mat lia lia nhin anh dén noi
muon chudt rit co mi mat; luwdi téi da treo khong néi néi. Vo ly dén dé khong
thé la that dugc. Anh dang & San Francisco co ma. Pang Ié anh phdi dang &
San Francisco.

Gio thi anh dang diém tinh bwdc qua dam khan gid. Con toi dang run ban
1én theo bwdc chan moi lic mot gan hon cha anh. Lan cudi cung t6i nhin thay
anh la trong céi nha hang do, khi t6i n6i minh khéng thém chap nhan 16i cau
hén khong dinh néi caa anh. C6 1é phdi dén ca triéu nam tredc réi. Lam sao
anh biét duogc toi 6 dau co cha?

T6i quac mat nhin sang Fliss, nhung chi cling ngd ra hét nhu toi.

Va gio anh da dén truede san khau dang nhin 1én t6i bang do6i mat sam mau
toi yéu biét may, va to6i nghi minh sap hu Ién ro6i. T6i chi vira thu vén lai cho
binh tinh, thé r6i anh tw dung & dau hién ra...

“Lottie,” anh noi, va giong anh van tram am vo vé nhw moi khi. “Anh biét
la em da... 1...” Cé vé anh rat kho khan mgi thot duge chir d6. “Lay chong.
Anh biét em da lay chong. Va anh chic em duwgce nghin lan hanh phic.” Anh
dirng lai, thd déc. Xung quanh anh, ti€ng 6n ao da lang han. BDam khan gia
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dang dan mat nhin ching t6i. “Chic mirng em.” Anh danh mat sang Ben, roi
lai nhin di, c@ nhw Ben la mot sinh vat kinh t6m nao day anh khong chiu
duwng noi.

“Cam on anh,” cudi cung t6i cling bat ra.

“Nén anh khong dinh git chan em lau. Anh nghi c6 mot diéu em nén biét.
Khong phai em gay ra vu chay.”

“H4&?” T6i nhin anh, khong tiéu hoa ndi nhitng 10i do.

“Khong phai em gdy ra vu chdy,” anh nhac lai. “Pay la mot c6 khac.”
“Nhung thé nao... lam sao...” T6i nuét nwdc bot. “Lam sao ma anh lai...”
“Fliss n6i em nghi minh da gay ra vu chdy. Anh biét em sé dau long lam va
anh cling khong tin la nhw thé. Vi thé anh di tim sy that.” “Anh di dén nha
khach a?” t6i néi ma khong tin n6i. “Anh da hoi chuyén 6ng gia Arthur ban
em.” Richad gat dau. “Anh bdo 6ng ay tim lai nhitng twong trinh géc cua
canh sat. Ong 4y cho anh tri ra trén ban va doc hét tat ca. Va twong trinh rat
o rang. Lita khong bat dau tiv phong em. Ma la & trén bép.” Trong mot gidy,
nhitng y nghi 16n x6n trong dau khién t6i khong dap néi. Xung quanh tham
chi khong ai thi thdm nita. Am thanh duy nhét 1a tiéng c& trang tri phat pho
trong gié bién. “Anh di dén nha khach a?” t6i nhac lai, lap bap. “Anh lam
tirng ay thit co a?

Viem?”

“Téat nhién,” Richard néi, c* nhw da qua ro. “Du em da 14y ngwoi khac?”
“Tat nhién,” Richard nhac lai. “Vi sao?”

Richard ném cho t6i cai nhin kinh ngac nhv mu6n néi, Em Igi con phdi hoi
thé co a? “ Vi anh yéu em,” anh ddp don gian nhv ding roi. “ Xin 16i,” anh
noi thém voi Ben.
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Trong s6 nhitng gidy phut toi ting trai qua trong doi, day la thoi khac t6i sé
ghi nh¢ mai mai. T6i nin thd. Ca bai im phac. Lottie dang tran tran nhin
Richard, mat m@ 16n. Dai lua Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phic Nhat Tuan 1ap lanh
trong anh sang, va cai vwong mién léch nghiéng trén dau Lottie.

“0... 0...” C6 vé n6 khong néi néi nita. “O, em van yéu anh!” N6 giat phét
vwong mién. “Em yéu anh!” Richard gidt ndy minh vi kinh ngac. “Nhung
ma...” Cau ta chi vé phia Ben. “DPay la mét sai lam!” Gi¢ thi né gan nhw phat
khoc 1én roi. “Mot sai 1am kinh khing! Va em c nghi vé anh su6t, nhung
anh da di San Francisco roi, nhung gio thi anh & day...” N6 chgt quay sang
t6i, nwdc mat tém lem. “Fliss? Chi da dwa Richard dén day a?” “O... kiéu
thé,” t6i than trong dap. “Thé thi em ciling yéu chi.” N6 6m choang lay t6i.
“Fliss, em yéu chi.” “Oi trdi, Lotts.” Gid nuwdc mét tdi ciing a ra. “Chi yéu
em. Chi chi muén em duwgc séng cudc doi hanh phic, hanh phic vO ngan
th6i.” “Em biét.” No siét toi that chat, r6i quay lai nhdy khoi san khau, roi
thang vao vong tay Richard trong cai 6m chat nhat t6i tirng thdy. “Em c®@
twong anh da di mai mai roi!” n6 Gp mat vao vai cau ta ma n6i. “Em c¥ tvdng
anh da di mai mai r6i. Em khéng chiu néi! Em khong chiu n6i.” “Anh ciing
khong chiu n6i.” Cau ta dua mat canh giac nhin Ben. “Chi c6 diéu la, em da
lay...” “Em biét,” n6 kho s& dap. “Em biét. Nhung em khong muon thé.”

Céac ang ten cua toi da dung hét ca 1én. Pay la Iic can x6ng vao! Toi nhay
xuong khoi san khau dap vao vai Lottie, rat manh. “Lotts! N6i di. Quan trong
lam.” N6 quay lai, t6i bop chat cé hai vai n6. “Em da...” T6i nhin sang Noah.
“Em da cho lap xuwong vao trong banh ran chwa? Em da lam chwa? Noi that
di! Quan trong lam!”
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No6i doi bay gio thi con ich gi? “Chwa!” t6i ndi, gan nhw dm trc. “Chung em
chwa lam gi cad! Ching em la hai ké gid mao t dau dén cudi. Ching em
khong phai mot doi uyén wong hanh phic; thye té chiing em con chang phai
doi Itva gi sat! Nay.” To6i quay sang Melissa, ndy gio van dang hao hitc theo
do6i nhu s6 con lai. “Cam vwong mién di. N6t ca dai xa tanh nita.” T6i 16t n6
ra, chdp cai cip trén tay Ben. “Lay tat di! Tt dau dén cudi ching t6i chi toan
néi doi.” Toi an cd vao tay cd ta, va cO ta nhin lai t6i, mat nheo lai.

“Vay hen ho lan dau trong nha xac?” “Noi doi.” T6i gat dau. “Lam tinh
trén ban ty vién cong t6 quan?” “Néi doi hét.” “T6i biét ma!” Co ta dac
thang quay sang anh chong. “Khong phai em da bao anh a?” Co ta dat cai
vuwong mién bac 1én dau va gio cao cip lén. “Vay em nghi cai nay la cta ctng
ta. Chung ta mdi la Cap Uyén Uong Hanh Phic Nhat Tuan; cam on tat ca
moi nguoi...”

“N6i c6 Chua, Melissa,” Matt vac. “Khong, ching ta chang la cai gi hét.”
Trong lic do Richard dang cham cham nhin t6i. “Vay dung la em chua...?”
“Mot lan ciling khong.” “O yé!” T6i chua tirng thdy ai ddm khéng khi hitng
khai nhue Richard. “Péang doi. Thang r6i! Yé!!!!” Trong anh hung ho hon bat
ky lic nao toi titng thay. Chia oi, toi yéu anh. “Anh bay ntta vong trai dat vé
tim em.” T6i lai nép vao vai anh. “Tat nhién.”

“Roi anh bay tiép dén Hy Lap.” “Tat nhién.”

T6i khong hiéu vi sao ngay xwa minh lai tttng nghi Richard khong lang
man. T6i con chang hiéu vi sao ching t6i lai di chia tay nhau. Tai t6i dang ap
vao nguc anh, va toi nghe tiéng tim dap vo vé quen thudc. T6i muén c thé
nay vinh vién. T6i da bé ngoai tai toan thé gidi con lai, du c6 10 mo nghe
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giong may nguwoi kia. “Em c6 thé lam don huy hon,” Fliss cit nhac di nhac
lai. “Em hiéu khong, Lottie? Thé nay that qua tuyét! Em c6 thé lam don hay
hon.”

“Phai la cho lap xuwdng vao trong banh bao,” Lorcan ct nhac di nhac lai.

“Banh bao.”
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O, vé chuyén hoang hén thi né néi phai. Ca doi téi chuwa bao gid thay cai gi
trang 1€ thé nay. Mat troi dang cham cham toa sang xuéng bau troi, va khong
thé goi day la lan, ma la ban ra ca chum tia hong va cam manh liét dén mic
toi nhd dén may 6ng siéu nhan cta Noah. “Mat troi 1an” nghe c6 vé thu dong
qud, c6 vé lang xet qua. Day phai la mdt troi-hw! Mdt troi- chét may!

T6i nhin xuéng mat Noah, héng tng trong anh sang, va lai nghi trong dau,
N6 sé on thoi. Lan dau tién trong ca thé ky t6i khong cam thay uat c hay
cang thang hay tirc gian. N6 sé on thoi. N6 sé go roi dugc viéc cia né. Toi sé
g0 1oi dugc viéc cia minh. T4t ca déu tot dep. Chung t6i da trai qua mot budi
toi that quai di. Kiéu nhu vira nhe nhom vira boi rdi, vira nguwgng ngap vira
hén hé, vira gwong gao vira ky diéu, tat ca tron vao lam mot. Nico day ching
toi t6i mot ban trong nha hang bén bai bién, va tdt cA nam ngwdi ngoi quanh
ban an mon meze da khién vi gidc ngdy ngdt vi sung swéng va mon cltru non
ham du khién long da khoc thut thit vi cdm dong.

Do an ¢ day hoi bi ngon. Phai nhé théi cho ac vao khi viét.

Co6 rat nhiéu cau hoi. Nghe rat nhiéu cau chuyén. Va cé rat nhiéu nu hon.

Lottie v&i t6i thi... 6n, t6i nghi vay. Van con hai ba diém dong cham va
chu dé kho khan gitta hai ngudi, nhung cling cé nhiéu tiét 16. Chiing t6i dang
dan da hiéu ra moéi ngwai la ai doi v&i nguai kia, c6 1€ roi sé dén lic xem xét
lai k¥ lwong hon. (Hodc la cling chang ban tam va cit tién tiép trong doi, cai
nay kha nang cao hon.)

Lorcan la ng6i sao tham ldng trong budi tiéc. Anh lai cau chuyén moi lan
c6 nguy co di vao ngd cut, anh goi thit vang ngon mudn ngat xiu, va anh c6
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cai dau goi c lién tuc huych toi rat hai, khién t6i rat thich. T6i thich anh.
Khong chi la t6i mé anh, ma toi thyc sy thich anh.

Con Ben thi dd mat tam. Ciing dé hiéu. Mot khi da hai nam ré mwoi la anh
ta bi da trudc ban dan thién ha bdi c6 vg méi chuwa béc tem, anh ta lan luon.
Chang trach dwgc. T6i hy vong anh ta da dugc an ti bén mot quay bar dau
do.

Richard va Lottie da xuong di dao bén bai bién, Noah thi dang ném soi &
mép nuwéc, nén chi con lai Lorcan va toi, ng6i trén bo twong thap, cam chan
tran vao cat. Mui nau nwéng & nha hang hoa véi mui bién man man va mui
nudc hoa cao rau thoang thoang cua anh lam day lai dua th ky niém.

Khong chi la t6i thich anh, ma t6i mé anh. Mé man.

“A, doi da. Toi kiém duwoc cai nay cho chi,” anh bat chot néi. “Anh kiém
duwgc cai nay cho t6i?” T6i tron mat nhin.

“Ciing khong c6 gi nhiéu. Toi da dé riéng r6i... Bgi chut.” Anh di vé phia
nha hang va t6i nhin theo, rat doi to mo. Vai phit sau anh quay lai, mang theo
mot cdy canh trong chau. Mat cdy 0 liu bé xiu trong chau, chinh xac la thé.

“Pé cho cai hién cua chi,” anh ndi, va toi tron xoe mat ngd ngang.

“Anh mua cho t6i day a?” T6i cam dong dén noi mat rom rém. Khong con
nhd noi 1an cudi cung t6i dwgc ai d6 mua qua cho 1a khi nao.

“Chi can gi d6 ma,” anh nghiém nghi néi. “Chi can... khéi dau méi.”

Khong thé néi hay hon nita. T6i can khéi dau mdai. Khi t6i ngudce 1én lan
nita, mat anh am ap dén noi t6i thay trong bung minh c6 gi d6 dang mua lén.

“Toi lai chang c6 gi cho anh ca.”

“Chi da cho t6i r6i. Cho t6i céi nhin sang t6.” Anh ngirng lai. “T6i nghi toi
muon mang cho chi sy binh yén.” Anh s¢ 1én may 1a 6 liu. “Cai gi da qua la
qua roi.”

Cdi gi da qua la qua roi. Nhitng chit d6 Gm vang trong dau to6i, hét vong
nay lai vong khdc. Thé réi téi ditng ddy. C6 viéc nay toi phdi lam, ngay bdy
gio. To6i go cdi USB treo trén day c6 roi nhin né. Moi noi dau va cdm gidn
nhdm vao Daniel hinh nhw déu chita tron trong mdu kim logi bé xiu nay. N6
hinh nhw nhiém doc. N6 6 nhiém ca sang t6i. Phdi tién né di thoi.
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To6i thoan thoat di vao ving nwéc nong, dat tay 1én vai Noah. Khi thang bé
nhin lén, t6i mim cuwoi. “Hé bé ngoan. Cho con thit khac ném thay soi nay.”
T6i dwa n6 cadi USB. “Me!” N6 nhin t6i, mat m@ twéng vi kinh ngac. “Cai
nay la d6 may tinh ma!”

“Me biét roi.” T6i gat dau. “Nhung ddy la do may tinh me khong can nita.
Ct quang xuong bién giip me nhé, Noah. Quang cang xa cang tot.”

T6i nhin n6é dang nham 1ay da r6i quang di. Ba ct nady la né bién mat, lan
vao bién Aegea. Di r6i, di r6i, di roi, di vinh vién. T6i cham rai tré lai bén
Lorcan, nham nhap cam giac chan tran dat trén bo cat.

“Thé.” Anh véi tay tdi, dan nhitng ngén tay vao tay toi.

“Thé.” T6i dinh dé nghi hay la di dao trén bo bién, thi giong Ben xody vao
gay toi. “Lorcan. Cau day roi, me khi. Rot cudc.”

Chang can ngodi lai t6i cling nhan ra anh ta say, va t6i cling chém thay
thong cam. Chac chuyén ciing khong dé chiu v6i anh ta.

“Chao Ben,” Lorcan n6i va ditng day. “Anh 6n ch?”

“H6m nay t6i gap Zhernakov. Trén thuyén.” Ben nhin ca hai ching t6i
trong dgi, c nhv cho xem c6 phan tng gi khong. “Toi gdp Ong ta trén
thuyén,” anh ta nhac lai. “Uéng ti Krug, chém ti gid, cau hiéu khong...”

“To6t.” Lorcan 1é do gat dau. “Thé la r6t cudc anh ciling ban.” “Co thé.
Phai.” Anh ta c6 vé hung hang. “Tai sao khong?”

“That tiéc la anh khong cho t6i biét tir tridc khi t6i danh hang tudn cho
nhitng thoa thudn rét von va tai co cau nay. Gio thi chiing chang con may gia
tri, phai khong?”

“Khong. Y toi 1a... phai.” Ben c6 vé ling ting. “C6 diéu 1a...” Vé nghénh
ngang cua anh ta c6 phai bét. “Yuri véi toi da thoa thuan véi nhau. Thoa
thuan danh dy. Nhung gio thi...” Anh ta xoa mit. “Ong ay vira giti mot email
toi khong hiéu lam...” Anh ta chia céai BlackBerry cho Lorcan, nhung anh chi
16 di ma van nhin Ben, anh mat khong doc noi.

“Anh thyc tinh mudn ban,” anh chi lang 1€ no6i. “Cong ty ma cha anh da
xdy dap 1én nhiéu ndm trdi. Anh ci thé buong tay.”
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“Khong phai thé.” Ben tritng mat nhin anh. “Yuri n6i cong ty sé khong c6
gi thay doi hét.” “Khong co gi thay doi hét?” Lorcan cwdi pha 1én. “Vay ma
anh ciing tin a?” “Ong 4y rat quan tim dén viéc phét trién cac dy 4n méi!”
Ben néng miii dap. “Ong dy nghi ddy 1a mot cong ty nhé nhung rat gia tri!”

“Anh nghi Yuri Zhernakov dé tam dén viéc phat trién mot chuo6i san pham
gidy tao cam hitng m@i cho déi twgng khach hang trung lwu a?” Lorcan lac
dau. “Néu anh tin vay thi anh con ngdy tho hon ca tdi twéng nita. Ong ta
muon cai nha, Ben a. Chang cé gi khac dau. Toi ciing hy vong anh xoay duoc
gia hoi.”

“Om, t6i ciing khong chic chin 1dm... T6i khong hiéu ching t6i...” Ben lai
xo0a mat, rd rang dang bé tac. “Cau phai nhin mot cadi mdéi dwoc.” Anh ta lai
chia dién thoai ra, nhung Lorcan gio hai tay.

“Vao thoi diém nay t6i khong phai gi hét,” anh binh tinh néi. “T6i hét gio
lam viéc r6i.”

“Nhung t6i khong biét minh da dong y lam gi nita.” Bo dang Ben da mat
sach moi vé ngd ngdo. “Nhin mdt cai thoi, OK, Lorcan? Giai quyét ho t6i.”

Im lang rat lau, va trong mot thoang thoi to6i da c6 cdm gidc Lorcan sap
nhwong bo. Nhung cudi cing anh lac dau.

“Ben, t0i da gidi quyét ho anh qua nhiéu viéc r6i.” Nghe giong anh mét
moi va c6 phan buén ba. “T6i phai ngirng lai thoi.”

“Ha?”

“T6i nghi viéc.”

“Ha?” Ben thuc tinh trong hodng ca 1én. “Nhwng... cau khong thé lam thé
duogc!”

“Cit coi day la don nghi di. T6i da & cho anh 1au qua r6i. Cha anh thi mat
roi va... 0, da dén ldc t6i ra di.” “Nhung... nhung cau khong thé di duge! Cau
ndng long v&i cong ty lam ma!” Mat Ben dang mé 16n vi kinh hai. “Con hon
ca toi! Cau yéu ng!”

“Phai. Va van dé chinh la ¢ day.” Giong Lorcan c6 phan ché nhao t6i v6i
tay siét chat tay anh. “Toi sé gitp anh dén ldc ban giao xong cong viéc, roéi toi
sé di. Nhu thé sé tot hon cho tat cd.” “Nhung vay thi t6i sé lam gi?” Ben c6
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vé thye tinh kinh hai. “Anh sé nam quyén quan ly.” Lorcan buwédc mot buwde vé
phia anh ta. “Ben, & day anh c6 lwa chon. Anh cé thé ban cong ty cho Yuri
néu anh muon. Bé tdi mon tién va hwdng thu cudc song. Nhuwng ngoai ra anh
c6 biét anh con lam gi dugc khong? Hay cam lay cwong. Nam quyén diéu
hanh. Pay la céng ty ctia anh. Di san cia anh. Hay cho né co hoi.”

Ben trong chét sttng. “Anh lam dwgc ma,” Lorcan néi thém. “Nhung sé la
thir thach kha 16n ddy. Van dé la anh phai muén lam co.” “T6i da thoa thuan
danh dy vé6i Yuri.” Mét Ben dao tia lia. “Oi Chtia oi. T6i khong biét. T6i 1am
gi bay gio?” “Yuri Zhernakov khong biét cai gi la danh dy dau,” Lorcan mia
mai no6i. “Vay nén toi nghi anh khoi lo cai d6.” Anh thé dai, lia may ngoén tay
qua téc, vé mat anh khong ly gidi dwgc. “Thé nay Ben nhé. To6i mang day du
cac ban ké hoach tai co ciu trong cap day, va ngay mai toi sé trinh bay vai
anh mot lwot. Toi sé giai thich moi lwa chon ddt ra cho anh, theo cach toi
hiéu.” Anh ngung lai. “Nhuwng t6i sé khong bado anh phéi lam gi dau. Ban hay
khong ban, day la quyét dinh ctia anh. Minh anh théi.”

Mat Ben dang dan vao Lorcan. Anh ta mé& miéng r6i ngam lai vai 1an, hién
nhién la khong néi duwgc nén 10i. Roi cudi cung anh ta quay phat lai va bé di,
vira di vira nhét cai BlackBerry vao tui. “Kha lam.” To6i lai siét tay Lorcan khi
hai ching t6i cung ngo6i lai xuéng bo twong. “Anh rat diing cam day.” Lorcan
khong noi gi, chi nghiéng dau.

“Liéu anh ta c6 nam lay co hoi nay khong?” toi dé dat hoi.

“Co thé.” Lorcan thé ra. “Nhung néu anh ta khéng lam bay gio thi sé
khong con co hoi nao khac.” “Thé sau khi di anh sé lam gi?” “Khéng biét.”
Anh nhin vai. “C6 thé toi sé nhan 10i moi lam viéc & London do truwde.”
“London a?” t6i noi, bat giac twoi tinh du khéng mudn. “Hodc Paris,” anh dua
cot dap. “T6i ndi tiéng Phap rat ranh.” “Paris chu6i lam,” t6i n6i. “Ai chang
biét thé.” “Thi Quebec vay.” “Buon cwdi nhi.” Toéi dap vao ngudi anh. “T6i 1a
luat sw.” Vé tréu dua bién mat, Lorcan tr@ nén tram ngadm. “Pay la chuyén
nganh cta t6i. Pay la sy nghiép cta t6i. Va cé thé t6i da bi danh vang khoi
dwong mot lic. Co thé diung la to6i da chon nham.” Mat anh li€éc nhanh sang
t0i, tOi gat dau cong nhan. “Nhung da dén ldc tré vé dudng cii roi.”

“Lam nong lai may.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cang hét buém chay vé phia trwdc,” anh doi dap. “Anh coi doi minh la
hanh trinh trén bién v?” t6i néi, vo stng sot. “Pay la hanh trinh trén bo. Ai
cling biét vay.” “Trén bién.”

“Nhat dinh la trén bo.”

Chung t6i ng6i d6 mot lic, ngam hoang hon chuyén tir mau cam va héng
sang tim va cham phét thém nhitng vét dé tham rwe rd. Dang la c6 mot khong
hai.

Lién do, Lottie va Richard tho than quay lai tir bai bién, ngoi 1én bg twong
canh chuing t6i. Ching c6 cai vé thudc vé nhau, y nghi lai dén v§i t6i l1an nita.
Chung no6 bén nhau that vira van.

“Vay la toi that nghiép roi,” Lorcan noi véi Lottie mot cach tw nhién, “ma
ddy hoan toan la tai chi c6.”

“Khong phai tai t6i!” l1ap tic toi keu len. “Sao lai la tai toi duwgc?”

“Néu chi khong bat t6i nhin lai cudc doi minh theo mot cach hoan toan
md&i mé, thi chang doi nao t6i nghi viéc.” Khée miéng anh giat giat. “Trach
nhiém cua chij rat to day.”

“T6i lam on cho anh thi cd,” t6i trd miéng. “Thi van la tai chi.” Mat anh
lap lanh.

“0...” Tdi nhin quanh. “Khéng. Tdi phan d6i. Thuc té 1a tai Lottie. Néu nd
khong chay bién di lam dam cuwdi thi toi da chang gdap anh va chang cé
chuyén chiing ta dem diéu d6 ra ban bac.” “A.” Lorcan gat dau. “Néi ding
ddy. Loi tai c6.” Anh quay sang Lottie. “Khong phai tai t6i!” no6 tra treo.
“Pdy la tai Ben! Cai dam cwdi dé hoi do tat tan tat la do anh ta nghi ra. Néu
anh ta khéng cau hon thi t6i da chang ra dén tan day, va anh chang bao gio
gap Fliss.”

“Vay Ben la vai phan dién trong vd nay v?” Lorcan nhudng mot bén may
ra vé ban khoan. “Phai,” Lottie va t6i dong thanh.

“Phai,” Richard khang dinh chac nich.

Bau troi da chuyén sang tim tham, 16m dém nhitng vét xanh tim than. Mat
troi la mot mang mau cam sang sang ¢ goc chan troi. Toi twdng twrong no tudt
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dan xu6éng mot goc thé gidi khac, mot goc bau troi khac, téa anh sang lén
nhitng Lottie va Fliss khac, v6i nhitng noi phién va niém vui riéng.

“Doi chut,” toi noi, ngoi bat day khi nghi ra. “Vai phan dién cta vé kich
khong phai Ben, ma la Richard. Néu cau ta cau hon Lottie ngay tir dau thi da
ching c6 ba cai chuyén nay xay ra.” “O,” Richard néi va quét mii. “A.”

T&i mot nhip lang nho nhé ky qudi, con t6i dién cuong doan khong biét
Richard c6 sap phuc xuéng mot dau goi ma lam phit di khong, nhung gidy
phtt dy tr6i qua ma khong ai n6i gi. Nhung khong khi gio day da chuyén
sang 1a la, troi oi that kho xt, 18 ra t6i khong nén nhic chuyén dé... “A, em c
cach roi.” Mat Lottie chay ruc 1én rat la. “Cho chit. Em can lay ti.”

Ca ba nguwoi con lai b6i réi nhin theo né dang hoi ha chay lai nha hang,
dén thang ban chung t6i, bat dau luc loi trong tii xach. N6 dang dinh lam cai
gi vay chu?

Va 10i, toi dot nhién thd gdp. Oi troi. T6i biét réi. Toéi chi muén dm
choang 1dy minh vi sung swdng, vi cang thang, vi héi hop. Cé thé sé rat tuyeét,
c6 thé sé tuyét kinh khting... Cam c6 pha hong day, Richard. Va gio thi no6
dang quay tr@ lai, mat héch 1én nhung run rdy, va toi biét dich xac né sap lam
gi, va toi vO cung, vo cung, vo cung mung la minh c6 mat & day va dugc
chitng kién gidy phut nay. Téi khong thd noi nita. Lottie dang buwdc that cham
rdi va qua quyét vé phia Richard. N6 quy xudng tredc mat cau ta va chia
nhan ra. Nhan khé dep, t6i nhan thay va thd phao. Kha dan 6ng. “Richard,”
né néi, va thd hat that manh vi cang thang. “Richard...”
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Chuong 36

S otts

Mat toi dang ra 1€. T6i khong tin néi minh dang lam thé nita. Pang ra t6i phai
lam vay tir dau.

“Richard,” t6i nhac lai lan th ba. “Cho du lic nay em dang la vg ctia mot
nguoi khac - anh c6 dong y 1dy em khong?”

Im lang sitng s& va cang thang. Vach nang cudi cung cta chiéu ta lan han
vao trong bién, va trén dau chung t6i, nhitng dom sao ti xiu bat dau nhap
nhanh trén bau trgi tham xanh.

“Tat nhién. Tat nhién. Tat nhién.” Richard 6m choang lay t6i mu6n ngat
thé. “Anh dong y ch?” “Tat nhién! Chinh la anh mu6n thé. Muo6n 14y. Lay
em. Khong con gi khac hét. Anh tirng la thang ngoc.” Anh dap vao dau minh.
“Anh la thang kho. Anh la thang...” “Khong sao dau,” t6i diu dang noi. “Em
biét. Thé... la dong y ha?”

“T4t nhién 1a dong y r6i! Oi troi 0i.” Anh lic dau. “Tat nhién 1a dong y roi.
Anh khong dé em chay mat lan nita dau.” Anh siét tay t6i chat dén noi t6i e
sé gdy xuwong. “Chic mung!” Fliss vong tay om lay t6i, trong lic Lorcan
hang hai dam vao tay Richard. “Em dinh hon r6i! Lan nay la that! Ching ta
can sam banh!”

“Va can hay hon,” Lorcan chém vao kho khoc. T6i dinh hon réi! Véi
Richard! Téi vira 1ang lang vira kinh ngac vi chinh minh. T6i da cau hon a?
T6i cau hon? Sao t6i khong lam thé tir tredc? Dé ¢t ma! “Gidi lam!” Lorcan
néi va hon téi. “Xin chic mung.” “Chi vui qua.” Fliss dang 6m lay t6i.
“Tuyét voi, tuyét voi, tuyét voi. Bay chinh xac la nhitng gi chi hy vong.” Chi
lac dau, khong tin dugce. “Sau titng dé chuyén.” Chi dua tay siét chat tay t6i.
“Sau tirng do chuyén.” Toi siét lai. M6t nguwoi phuc vu di qua, Fliss goi lai.
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“Xin cho sam banh! Chiing t6i can an mirng I1é dinh hon!” Va gig khi cu6i
cung moi nguoi cling thd dwgc, tat cd ngung lai mot phit. Ai ndy déu dang
nhin cai nhan nam trong long ban tay t6i. Richard van chwa cam lay. T6i c6
nén 1ong nhan vao ngoén tay anh khong? Hay ct dwa anh la xong? Hay la... gi
day? Phai lam gi vd&i nhan dinh hon cho dan 6ng ch? “Em yéu, con céi
nhan,” Richard cudi cung ciing néi. To6i thdy ro anh dang c6 stta nét mat tw
“nghi ngai” sang “hao hitng”, nhung khong an thua.

“Nhan dep ddy,” Lorcan nhan xét. “Dé thwong lam,” Fliss khuyén khich.

“Pung thé,” Richard dap nhanh. “That la... sang. That sang. Chi cé diéu
la...” “Anh khéng can phai deo dau,” t6i voi néi. “Nhan nay khong phai dé
deo. Anh c6 thé dé trén ban dau giwvong hay gi cling duoc... c6 1é cat trong
ngan kéo... hay la két...”

Vé nhe nhom trén mat Richard gan nhw s& nan dwoc, t6i khong kim noi
pha lén cwoi. Khi anh lai 6m chat t6i lan nita, t6i tuén cai nhan vao tii. Ro6i
chung t6i sé lang lang quén no6 di la xong. T6i da biét mua nhan la sai lam
ma.
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[1] O phuong Tay, hoc sinh t6t nghiép cap 3 thwong danh mot ndm di du
lich, tim hiéu cuoc doi trede khi vao dai hoc.

[2] Mot tro dua trong gidi hanh khach di may bay thuong xuyén: nguoi
nao c6 quan hé tinh duc man nguyén trén may bay dugc coi la “da gia nhap
cau lac b Mile-High”.
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