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G161 thiéu nd1 dung:

Jack Reacher, cuyu quan nhan My, nguot hung lang bat, ngang tang,
nhan hau, bat kha chién bai, “giita dudng thiy sy bat bang chang tha”, ngd
dau da bét qua tang dugc mot ké c6 &m muu danh bom liéu chét tau dién
ngam New York lac dém khuya. K¢ nay, trudc nguy co bi Reacher 14t mit,
lién tu sat.

Canh sat nhanh chong két luan vé vu viéc va coi nhu hd so khép lai.
Nhung vé1 Reacher thi khong. Co gi d6 ctir day dit tam tri anh, mot thir truc
cam réng su that den toi hon thé nhiéu. Anh quyét tam di tim su that do, va
cudc truy tim gian nan cuia anh roi s& dan anh dén mot bi mat khung khiép,
diéu bi mat ma, dé ngin khong cho né 16 ra anh sang, co ké san sang giét
nguoi, khong chi mgt nguoi...

“VO cung manh me¢, that khong sao dut ra ndi... Cudc doi va hanh
trang déy bao li¢t cua Jack Reacher dugc tai hién tuy€t voi trong giong van
lanh va tiét ché ctia Child.”

- Irish Independent
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G161 thi€u tac gia:

Lee Child la tac gia cua mudi mot cudn truyén trinh tham vé nhan vt
Jack Reacher, bao gom ca nhiing cudn bestseller cia New York Times,
“Persuader” (tam dich 1a Ké thuyét phuc) va “The Enemy” (Ké thu). Tac
pham dau tién cta ong “Killing Floor” (Reacher Bao Thu) doat ca hai giai
Anthony va Barry danh cho truyén trinh thim dau tay hay nhat. Ban quyén
nudc ngoai trong loat truyén Jack Reacher dugc ban ra ba muoi chin qudc
gia. Child ngudi gdc Anh, nguyén 1a nha vin viét cho truyén hinh, séng tai
New York va ¢ day dang viét cudn truyén thtr mudi hai vé Jack Reacher.
“Nothing to lose” (Khong con gi dé mat). Website cta tac gia la:
www.leechild.com.
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DANH TANG HAI EM DAU LESLIE VA SALLY, HAI NGUOI
PHU NU QUYEN RU VA TOT BUNG HIEM CO.
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NHUNG KE DANH BOM TU SAT dé& bj phat hién. Chung boc 16
moi ddu hiéu rd rang. Chu yéu vi chung lo lang. Theo dinh nghia thi tt ca
chiung déu lan dau lam viéc do.

Phan gian Israel da viét cam nang vé phong vé. Ho cho ta biét vé
nhiing diém can phat hién. Ho van dung quan sat thuc té va kién thtrc tAm ly
hoc dé 1ap ra mot danh sach céc d4u hiéu hanh vi. T6i hoc duge danh sach
nay tu mot dai iy quan doi Israel cach day hai muoi nam. Ong ta cuc ky tin
tudng nd. Vi vay toi cling tin, boi khi éy to1 dang thuc hién mdt nhiém vu
doc 1ap trong ba tudn hau nhu chi cach ong ta mot budc chan ¢ chinh dat
Israel, ngay Jerusalem, & Bo Tay, tai Lebanon, déi khi ¢ Syria, co lac 1a
Jordan, trén xe buyt, trong trung tAm mua sim, trén via hé ken dic nguoi.
Mit t6i lién tuc dao quét, oc ludt qua tat tit cac gach dau dong.

Hai chuc nam sau t6i van nhé danh sach d6. Va hai mat tdi van dao
quét. Thun tuy théi quen. Tu mot ) nguoi nira, t61 da hoc duoc mot cau
than cha khac: Hiy quan sat, dung chi nhin, hiy ling nghe, dimg chi nghe
thay. Cang tap trung bao nhiéu, ta cang song sot lau bay nhiéu.

Néu ta quan sat mot ké tinh nghi 1a nam, danh sach s& gdm hai muoi
diém. Néu 1a phu nit thi c6 mud1 mot diém. Su khac biét 1a 16p rau mai cao.
Nhiing ké danh bom 1a nam gidi thuong cao bé bd rau quai non. Viéc nay
gitip chiing 13n vao ddam déng. Lam cho ching it kha nghi hon. Két qua 1a
phan da ntra dudi mat nhot hon. Thoi gian gan day khong tiép xtic v6i anh
nang.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung t6i khong quan tdm dén chuyén cao rau.
T6i dang nghi vé danh sach mudi mot diém.
To1 dang quan sat mot phu nit.

T6i dang di tau dién ngdm, ¢ thanh phd New York. Tuyén s 6, tir dai
16 Lexington, chay vé trung tdm thanh phd, luc 2 gio sang. Toi da 1én tau &
phé Bleecker, tir gobc Nam cua nha ga vao mot toa tréng chi ¢6 nim hanh
khach. Khi day thi cc toa tau dién ngdm c6 cam giac nho va than mat. Khi
tréng thi chung c6 vé bao la hang hdc va tro troi. Ban dém céc bong dén
trong toa c6 vé nong va sang hon, mac du ching cling chinh 1a bong dén
duogc str dung vao ban ngay. Chiing 1a tit ca cac bong co & d6. Toi ngdi uon
trén bang ghé danh cho hai nguoi & phia Bac ctra ra vao cudi cling bén phia
duong ray. Nam hanh khach con lai déu ¢ phia Nam so véi toi, trén cac ghé
dai, nhin nghiéng, tao thanh hang théng, cach xa nhau, chim chim vé hon
nhin vé phia d6i dién, ba ngudi phia bén trai va hai ngudi bén phai.

S toa xe 1a 7622. Mot lan t6i da ngdi chuyén tau tuyén 6 chay hét ca
tam ching canh mot tay dién cr noi vé toa xe chiing toi dang ngdi voi su
hao himg chang khac gi sy hao himg ma hau hét canh dan 6ng chi danh
riéng cho dan ba hay thé thao. Vi thé toi biét rang toa sd 7622 1a toa miu
R142A, loai m&i nhat trong hé théng tau dién ngém New York, dugc dong
& Kawasaki, Kobe, Nhat Ban, dugc chuyén dén bang duong thay, roi thi xe
tai chd ti sin ga & phd 207, cau 1én duong ray, day téi phd 180 chay thir.
[1]

T6i biét 12 n6 c6 thé chay hai trim ngan ddm ~— ma khong can phai cham
chut gi nhiéu. Tdi biét hé thdng thong bao tw dong ctia nd dua ra hudng dan
bang giong nam va cung cap thong tin bang giong nit, viéc ndy ho noi 1a
ngau nhién thoi nhung thuc ra 13 boi 1anh dao nganh van tai cho rang phan
cong lao dong nhu vay vé khia canh tam 1y 1a dang thuyét phuc. Toi biét
rang cac giong nay xuat phat tir kénh truyén hinh Bloomberg, nhung trudc

2]

khi Mike"=" tr¢ thanh thi truong nhiéu nim. T6i biét rang co sau toa kiéu
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R142A dang hoat dong va mdi toa chi chém dai hon mudi sdu mét va rong
hon hai mét rudi chat xiu. Toi biét rang toa thong thudng chiing toi ngdi khi
ay va toa t0i ngdi luc nay duoc thiét ké dé co thé cho tdi da bén muoi nguoi
ngdi va téi da mot trim bén tam ngudi dimg. Tay dién 1o kia biét rd tat ca
nhimg thong tin dy. Toi c6 thé ty thay rang ghé ngdi 1am bang nhya xanh
nude bién, ciing gam mau bau troi cudi hé hay mau dong phuc Khong quan
Anh. Ti c6 thé thy rang cac tim Op tudong duoc duc tir soi thily tinh chéng
viét v& bay. Toi co thé thdy hai dai quang cdo song song tir noi cac tim 6p
giao v4i tran toa chay ra xa. To6i c¢6 thé thdy nhitng tdm poster vui nhon
chao hang cho cac chuong trinh truyén hinh, day ngén ngi, cac co hoi kiém
bon tién hay 1ay bang dai hoc dé dang.

T6i c6 thé thady mot bang thong tin cia canh sat dua ra 16i khuyén:
Néu ban thay gi d6, hiy noi gi do.

Hanh khach gan t6i nhit 1a mot phy nit gdc Ty Ban Nha. C6 ta ngdi
& dau kia toa tau, bén trai to6i, chéch vé phia hang cura dau tién, mot minh
trén hang ghé danh cho tdm ngudi, xa han phan giita toa. C6 ta nho bé, tam
ba muoi téi nim muoi tudi, trong co ve rat nong nuc va rat mét moi. Co
quan mét chiéc thi siu thi cii rich quanh c6 tay, nhin trin tran vao khoang
tréng d6i dién bang hai mat qua méi mét dén mirc chang nhin thay gi may.

Tiép theo 12 mot nguoi dan ong & phia con lai cua toa, cach hon maot
mét. Ong ta hoan toan c6 doc trén bang ghé danh cho tdm ngudi. Co6 thé
ngudi ndy xuat than tir ving Balkan hodc Bién Pen. Téc sim mau, da nhan.
Ong ta gan gudc, héo mon vi cong viée va thoi tiét. Hai ban chin ong nhu
cam ré xudng san, ngudi nga vé phia trude, hai cui cho ti 1én dau gdi.
Khong ngii nhung gan nhu vay. Nhu thé dang hanh dong dang do thi ngimg
lai, ngung dong cung thdi gian, lic lu cung chuyén dong cua con tau. Ong
ta chimng nim muoi tudi, mic quan 4o qua tré so véi tudi. Quan jean thing

[3]

thinh chi cham t61 bép chan, mot chiéc 40 so mi NBA qua kho in tén mét

tuyén thii ma toi khong nhan ra.
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Thir ba 1a mot phu nit c6 thé goc Tay Phi. Co ta ngdi bén trai, phia
Nam cura gitra toa. M€t moi, cham chap, nuéc da den cua co ta bi cai mét va
anh dén lam cho xam nhot va bui mdc. Co6 mic mot chiée vy ddy mau sic
bang vai nhudm tay, toc quin mot manh khin vudng hop tong mau vai vay.
Hai mat c¢6 nham lai. Toi biét kha rd New York. Téi tu go1 minh Ia cong dan
thé gidi va New York 1a thu d6 cta thé gidi, thé nén toi c6 thé hiéu vé thanh
phé nay nhu mot nguoi Anh biét vé London hay mot ngudi Phéap biét vé
Paris. T61 quen nhung khong than vé1 nhitng thoi quen cua n6. Nhung co
thé dé dang doan 13 bat ky ba nguoi nao nhu thé ma ngdi trén chuyén tau
khuya tuyén 6 tir Nam Bleecker chay vé phia Béc nay thi déu 1a nguoi lau
don van phong trd vé nha sau khi két thuc ca toi & khu vuc quanh Toa Thi
chinh, hodc 13 nhan vién nha hang lam & khu Tau hay Little Italy. C6 thé ho
huong vé Hunts Point & quan Bronx, hoac co thé nguoc 1én Pelham Bay,
stra soan cho nhimng gidc ngti ngan chip chon trudce khi bat dau thém nhiing
ngay dai khac.

Hanh khach thtr tu va thir nam thi khac.

Nguoi thir nam 13 nam. C6 18 ong ta trac tudi toi, ngdi chéo bén muoi
1am @6 trén chiéc ghé dai danh cho hai nguoi ndm chénh chéch d6i dién toi,
tan dau kia toa. Ong ta mic loai quan 4o binh thudong nhung khong ré tién.
Quan cb tong chéo, 40 so mi danh gén. Ngudi ndy tinh ryi. Hai mét ong ta
gan chat vao diém nao d6 truéc mat. Hai mat thay doi diém tap trung va
nhiu lai lién tuc, nhu thé éng ta dang canh giac va tinh toan gi d6. Chung
khién t6i nhé t6i mat nhitng ngudi choi bong. Ching chira dung su khon
ngoan than trong co6 tinh toan.

Nhung hanh khach s6 4 méi 14 nguoi toi dang nhin.
Néu ban thdy gi 6, hdy néi gi do.

Ngudi ndy ngdi ¢ phia bén phai toa tiu, hoan toan mot minh trén
bang ghé danh cho tdm ngudi, ¢ phia bén kia va tam khoang giita ngudi
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phu nit T4y Phi kiét strc va ngudi dan ong co doi mat ngudi choi bong. Co
ta 1a ngudi da tring, chimg bon muoi tudi. C6 ta khéng c6 gi ndi troi. C6 co
mai toc den, cat gon gang nhung khong sanh diéu ma lai den tuyén tir dau
t6i ngon dén muc khong ty nhién. Co mic toan do den. Toi co thé tréng
thdy c6 kha rd. Nguoi dan ong gan toi nhat vé phia bén phai van dang ngdi
nga vé phia trude, khoang tréng hinh chir V giira tim lung cong cua ong va
vach toa xe gitp cho goc nhin cta t61 khong b1 gi can tr¢ trir mot rung tay
nim bang thép khong gi.

Khong phai goc nhin hoan hao, song du dé goi lai tat ca nhiing gi
quen thudc tir danh sach mudi mot diém. Cac gach dau dong sang 1én giong
nhu nhitng qua anh dao trén chiéc may danh bac.

Xét theo quan diém ctia phan gian Israel t6i dang nhin vao mot ké
danh bom cam ttr.
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TOI BAC BO Y NGHI PO NGAY LAP TUC. Khong phai do chiing
toc. Phu nir da tring cling c6 kha nang dién rd nhu bat ky ké nao khac. T6i
b6 ¥ nghi d6 vi tinh bét hop 1y vé mit chién thuat. Xac dinh thoi gian khong
pht hop. Tau dién ngdm New York 1a muc tiéu t6t cho danh bom cam ti.
Tuyén s6 6 ciing s& 1a muyc tiéu tot nhu bat ky chuyén tau nao khac, gan nhu
1a tot nhat. N6 ding & ga Trung tim. Tam chuyén budi sang, sau chuyén
dém, mot toa xe kin nguoi, bén muoi ngudi ngdi, mot traim bén tam ngudi
dtng, doi cho t6i khi cac canh cira mo ra cac san ga chat cung 13 lién bam
nat. Mot trdm nguoi chét, vai tram bi thuong nang, tinh trang hoang loan,
ha téng hu hai, c6 thé xdy ra hdéa hoan, mgt nit giao thong quan trong
ngimg hoat dong vai ngay hodc vai tuan va c6 thé khong bao gid duge thyc
su tin tuong mot lan nira. Mot thanh tich dang ké, cho nhirng ké co dau oc
hoat dong theo nhiing co ché ma chiing ta khong thé nao hiéu noi.

Nhung khong phai lic hai gio sang.

Khong phai voi1 mdt toa xe chi ché sau nguoi. Khong phai khi cac san
cua ga Trung tdm chi toan rac rudi vat vo vat vuong va nhitng chiéc coc
khong cung dam ngudi vo gia cu gia nua trén cac bang ghe dai.

Tau dung & Astor Place. Nhitng canh cura rit 1én dich m¢d. Khong ai
1én. Chang ai xubng. Nhitng canh cira lai dong sap cung dong co rén 1én va
con tau chuyén minh.

Nhiing gach dau dong van sang.
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Pau tién 1a mot diéu chang can dong nao nhiéu: quan 4o khong thich
hop. Pén nay thi dai quén thudc nd duge ché tao khong khac gi ging choi
bong chay. Ly mot miéng vai bo day kich thudc 60 x 90 xing ti mét, gap
mot luot theo chiéu doc, 14 ta d3 c6 mot cai tai rong tir dau dén dudi dai hon
ba chyc xang ti mét. Quan cai tai d6 quanh ké danh bom, khéu lai phia sau
lung. Dung khéa kéo hay khoa bim thi nhd dau ké danh bom lai thay doi y
dinh. Cho nhiéu thanh thudc né dynamite vao ca tai, ddu day, nhoi dinh hay
bi kim loai vao cac khoang con tréng, khau chit phan trén cing, cho thém
day tho deo quang qua vai dé d& trong lugng tii. Thanh pham s& hiéu qua,
nhung ciing s& cong kénh. Cach che gidu thyc té duy nhét 1a mic quan 4o
rong thung thinh nhu 4o parka don bong. Khong bao gio thich hgp & vung
Trung Dong, con & New York thi kha di st dung chi trong vong ba trén
muo1 hai thang.

Nhung bay gio 14 thang Chin, troi nong nhu hé, dudi mat dat con cao
hon muoi d6 nira. Toi dang mic 4o phong. Hanh khach sé 4 dang mic mot
chiéc 40 khoac don hiéu North Face, den, phong, bong, hoi chit qua kho va
khoa kéo dén tan cam.

Néu ban thdy gi 6, hdy néi gi do.

T6i bo qua ndi dung thir hai trong tong s6 mudi mot diém. Khong thé
ap dung ngay lic nay. NOi1 dung thtr hai 1a: di nhu robot. C6 ¥ nghia quan
trong & mot diém kiém soat, noi mua ban déng duc hoic ngoai nha thd hay
gido duong, song khong ap dung duoc voi mot ké tinh nghi dang ngdi trén
phuong tién giao thong cong cong. Nhitng ké mang bom di nhu robot
khong phéi vi chiing tran ngap phan khich khi nghi dén hanh vi tir dao cao
c4, ma vi chiing dang phai mang thém trong luong gan hai chuc ky thit vao
vai chung bang cac dai tho deo qua vai, va vi ching ding ma tiy. Strc hip
dan cua sy tir dao chi di xa t6i mirc d6. Hau hét ké mang bom 12 loai ngu
dan bi khdng ché, véi mot vién ma tiy nhét vao giita loi va ma. Chung toi
biét diéu nay boi cac dai dynamite phat nd voi song xung kich dic trung
hinh chiéc banh ran doi ngugc 1én bung trong mot phan ty gidy va but lia
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dau gon gh& khoi hai vai. Pau con nguoi dau duoc bat vit giit chac. N6 chi
nam & d6 nho trong luc, mot phﬁn dugc gilt boi da, co, gan va day ch::ing,
nhung nhitng mbi niu sinh hoc mong manh dé khong can duoc bao nhiéu
sttc n6 manh xuét phat tir chit héa hoc. Ong thay nguoi Israel bao toi rang
cach dé nhét dé xac dinh mot vu tin cong ngoai tro1 do mot ké danh bom tu
sat thuc hién chir khong phai xe ho1 hay tii chira bom gay ra la ra soat trong
ban kinh hai muoi 1am dén hai muoi tdm mét tim mot cai dau nguoi bi cat
lia, hau nhu 14 nguyén xi dén la ling khong sit mé gi, ké ca vién ma tay
trong ma.

Tau dimg ¢ quang trudng Union. Khong ai 1én. Chang ai xubng. Khi
nong tir san ga bo vao ddi dau véi khong khi tir may diéu hoa trong toa. Thé
roi nhirng canh ctra lai dong lai va tau tiép tuc chay.

Cac diém tir 3 dén 6 1a nhirng bién doi tuy timg ddi tuong dugc quan
sat: su kho chiu, d6 md hoi, tat giat co, va hanh vi lo léng. Du theo quan
diém cua toi thi viéc d6 md hoi co kha ning do troi néng qua muc ciing
bang nhu do than kinh cing thing. Quin 4o khong thich hop, thudc nd
dynamite. Dynamite 12 bot gd nhiing nitroglycerine roi dong thanh thanh co
kich thudc twong duong chiée dui cui. Bot gd 1a thir cach nhiét tét. VAy nén
d6 mo héi 1a chuyén khong tranh khoi. Nhung khé chiu, tat giat co va hanh
vi lo ling 1 nhitng biéu hién dang gia. Nhimng ké danh bom tur sat dang trai
qua nhing khoanh khac ky quic cudi cing trong doi, lo lang, sg dau dén,
say vi ma tay. Theo dinh nghia thi ching khong tinh tdo. Tin hodc nura tin
hodc khong thuc su tin vao thién duong, nhiing dong song stra va mat ngot,
nhitg canh dong twoi tot va cac nang trinh nit, bi diéu khién boi ap luc tu
tudng hay ky vong ctua be ban hay gia dinh chiing, dot ngdt 1in qua sau va
khong thé rat chan ra. Phat biéu hung hon trong cac cudc hop kin la mot
chuyén. Hanh dong la chuyén khac. Vi thé méi dan t&i con hoang loan bi
kim nén, voi tat ca nhitng ddu hiéu co6 thé nhin thay rd.

Hanh khéch s6 4 dang biéu hién tat ca nhitng dau hiéu 4y. C6 ta trong
hoan toan gidng mdt phu nit dang hudng dén doan cudi cua cude doi, ciing
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chic chin va khong thé khac nhu con tau dang huéng dén cudi tuyén.
Vay nén dan t6i diém tht bay: kiéu tho.

Co ta dang thd manh, cham va co kiém soat. Hit vao, thd ra, hit vao,
tho ra. Nhu ki thuat ché ngy con dau khi sinh nd, hoic giéng nhu két qua
ctia mot ¢t séc khing khiép, hodc giong nhu rao can tuyét vong cudi clng
ngin lai tiéng thét chat chtra su khiép dam, hoang so va kinh hoang.

Hit vao, tho ra, hit vao, tho ra.

Piém thtr tam: nhitng k¢ danh bom tyu sat chuin bj hanh dong hay
nhin chdm cham vé phia trudc. Khong ai biét vi sao, song bang chimg do
camera ghi lai va cac nhan chimg sdng sét déu c6 nhitng twong thuat gidng
nhau. Nhirng ké danh bom nhin cham cham vé trude. C6 1& chung da day
cam két ctia minh gan dén dudng cung va chung so su can thiép. C6 khi,
gidng nhu tré em va ché, chiing cam thay rang néu chung khong nhin ai thi
s& khong ai thdy ching. C6 1& chit lwong tim cudi cung dong nghia voi
viéc chiing khong thé nhin nhitng ngudi chung sap huy diét. Khong ai biét
vi sao, nhung tat ca chung déu lam thé.

Hanh khéch s6 4 dang 1am nhu vay. D6 1a diéu chac chan. C6 ta dang
trirng trimg nhin 6 cira s6 trong phia ddi dién dén muc gan nhu khoan thung
mot 16 trén 16p kinh.

Cac diém tur 1 dén 8, c6 du. To1 chuyén minh nga ngudi vé phia trude
trén ghe.

ROi t61 ngimg lai. Xét vé chién thuat ¥ nghi nay that 16 bich. Thoi
diém khong thich hop.

RO1 to1 nhin lai 1an nita. Va dich chuyén lan nira. Vi cac di€ém 9, 10,
11 déu xuat hién va cling ding nira, va chung 1a nhiing diém quan trong
nhat.
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PIEM 9: LAM RAM CAU KINH. Cho téi nay tit ca cac vu tan cong
duoc biét toi déu dugc khoi ngudn, hay thuc day, hay thong qua, hay
khuyén du bdi ton gido, phﬁn 16n dao Hdi, va nguoi theo dao Hoi quen Vo1
viéc cau nguyén noi cong cong. Cac nhin ching song sot tudong thuat lai
cac cdu chil nhu cong thic dai ngodng dugce doc tir dau chi cudi va lap di
lap lai khong ngdt, ¢ hodc khong thanh tiéng, nhung c6 thé thdy moi map
may. Hanh khach s6 4 dang lam viéc 4y thyc sy. Dudi cai nhin trimg trimg
¢ dinh, d6i moi co ta mép may nhu doc trang than chu dai, hén hén, co vé
ctt khoang hai muoi gidy lai ldp lai mdt lan. Co 18 ¢6 ta da dang tu gidi
thiéu minh voi vi thanh than ndo d6 ma co ta mong dugc gip phia bén kia
ranh giéi. Co khi co ta dang co tu thuyét phuc minh ré'mg thuc su la co
thanh than, va ranh giéi.

Tau dimg & phé 23. Cira mo. Khong ai xudng. Chang ai 1én. Toi trong
thay nhirng tdm bang chi 16i ra mau d6 phia trén san ga: phd 22 va dai 10
Park, goc Pong Bic, phd 23 va dai 16 Park, goc Pong Nam. Nhiing dai via
hé khu Manhattan chang c6 gi noi bat nhung d6t nhién lai hap dan.

T6i ngdi yén trén ghé. Cira khép lai. Con tau tiép tuc chay.
Piém 10: mot chiée tai 16m.

Dynamite 1a chat nd 6n dinh, mién 1a thuéc moi ché. No khong vo
tinh phat n6. N6 can duogc kich bang kip nd. Cac kip nd dugce quan cing day
kich n6 nbi v6i nguon dién va cong tac. Thiét bi kich nd kiéu pit tong trong
cac phim cao boi thdi xwa gém ca hai thtr nay. Khi tay quay di chuyén,
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trude tién may phat dién sé quay tuong tu dia quay sd ciia dién thoai kiéu
cii, rOi mot cong tic s& nha ra. Khong phu hop cho st dung co dong. Dé str
dung co dong, ban can c6 mot cuc pin, va dé kich nd mot dai thube nd dai
Xép xi mot mét, ban can cd dong dién tuong dbi. Pin AA nhé xiu chi phat ra
dong dién 1.5 von. Theo nguyén tac pho bién thi ching d6 khong du. Pin
mang dién thé 9 von thi tot hon, va dé co hiéu qua kha kha thi ban can mot
cuc pin c¢& lon xup déng hop vuong van dung cho dén pin loai manh. Cho
vao tii quan tai 4o thi qua to qua ning, vi thé méi can dén tai xach. Pin ndm
dudi day tui, day bo tir d6 téi cong tac roi chui qua mot vét rach kin ddo ¢
phia sau tui, va ludn duéi dudng vién cua thir 4o khong phu hop 4y.

Hanh khach s6 4 dang mang mot chiée tii deo vai bang vai bat den
kiéu thanh thi, day deo vét tir mot bén vai ra sau vai con lai, roi duoc kéo
vao 1ong co ta. Nhin kiéu vai cing phung ra va vong xudng 1a biét trong tui
khong co gi ngoai mot vat ning duy nhat.

Tau dimg ¢ phd 28. Nhitng canh cira xich m¢. Khong ai 1én. Chang ai
xudng. Nhing canh cira dong lai va con tau chuyén minh.

Piém 11: hai tay dut trong ti.

Hai muoi nim trude, diém 11 13 ndi dung méi bod sung. Trude d6
danh sach dimg ¢ diém thir mudi. Nhung moi thtr déu tién héa. Hanh dong,
r0i toi d6i pho. Luc lwong an ninh Israel va mot sé cong dan diing cam da
ap dung mot chién thuat mdi. Néu su nghi ngd trong ta trdi day, ta khong bo
chay. Thuc su 1a chang ich gi. Ta khong thé chay nhanh hon miéng bom.
Piéu ta 1am thay cho chay 14 liéu mang 6m cimg ké tinh nghi. Ta ép hai tay
ké d6 doc theo ngudi chiing. Ta ngin khong cho chiung cham vao nit bam.
Nhiéu vu tin cong di duoc ngin chin bang cach ay. Nhiéu sinh mang duoc
ctru thoat. Nhung ké danh bom ciing da rut ra bai hoc. Bay gio chung dugc
day ludn dit ngon tay cai trén nat bam, dé vo hiéu héa bién phap 6m cing.
Nt bam nam trong ti, gin qua pin. Vi vy, tay luon dé trong chiéc tai.
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Hanh khach s6 4 thod ca hai tay vao trong ti. Nap tii bi don lai va
nhin nhim giita hai c6 tay co ta.

Tau ding & phd 33. Nhitng canh cira mé ra. Khong ai xudng. Mot
hanh khach ¢6 doc trén san ga ngan ngir réi budc sang phai va 1én toa ké
bén. T6i quay ngudi nhin qua 6 cira s6 nho phia sau dau toi va thiy co ta
chon mot ghé gan minh. Hai vach ngin bang thép khong gi va khoang ndi
gilta hai toa. T6i mudn xua tay ra hiéu cho c6 ta tranh di. C6 thé c6 ta s&
sdng sot & cudi dau kia toa ctia minh. Nhung t6i khong 1am thé. Hai mit
chung t6i khong gip nhau, va du thé nao cb ta cling s& 10 t6i di. Toi biét
New York. Nhitng ctr chi dién rd trén mot chuyén tau khuya ching cé chut
gi dang tin.

Nhitng canh ctra m¢ ra 1au hon binh thuong mot chat. Trong mot gidy
dién rd, t6i nghi t6i viée c¢d lua moi nguoi ra ngoai. Nhung t6i khong 1am
thé. Han s& 13 trd hé. Ngac nhién, khong hiéu ndi, ¢ 1& ca rao can ngdn
ngir. T6i khong chic 1a minh biét tir bom trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha la gi.
Bomba, chic vay ching. Hay tir 46 nghia 14 bong dén? Mot ga dién bo 16 ba
la vé& bong dén s& chang gitip dugc ai.

Khong, bong den 1a bombilla, t61 nghi.
C6 18 thé.
C6 thé thé.

Nhung chic chin rang toi chang biét thir ngén ngir ving Balkan nao.
Va toi khong biét thd ngir Tay Phi. Du c6 thé ngudi phu nir mic vy noi
tiéng Phap. Mot s6 nuéc Tay Phi thudc khdi Phap ngir. Ma t6i néi duoc
tiéng Phap. Une bombe. La femme ld-bas a une bombe sous son manteau.
Ngueoi phu niv dang kia ¢é mot quda bom gidu dwdi do khodc. Ngudi phy nit
mic vay c6 thé hiéu. Hodc co thé co ta hiéu dugc thong diép ay theo cach
khac va cir thé theo chiing toi ra ngoai.

Néu nhu ¢ ta tinh day ding lac. Néu nhu ¢6 ta mé hai mit ra.
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Cudi cung toi van ngdi yén trén ghé.
Nhitng canh ctra dong lai.
Tau tiép tuc chay.

T6i cham chip nhin hanh khach sé 4. Hinh dung ra ngén tay cai xanh
xao thanh manh ctia ¢ ta trén chiéc nat bAm bi che kin. C6 1& nt bAm mua

[4]

nao d6. Co 18 ton khoang mot d6 rudi. Toi hinh dung mot mé day ling

tur cra hang Radio Shack ~". Mot thiét bi dién vo toi, phuc vu mot s¢ thich
nhung, mau do va den, quén bang keo, udn quan va duoc kep lai. Mot day
kich nd day, chay ra khoi ti, nhét dudi 4o khoac ¢6 ta, néi mudi hai hoic
hai muoi kip tao thanh hinh mot chiéc thang song song dai nguy hiém chét
ngudi. Dong dién di chuyén véi toe do gan bang tdc do anh sang. Dynamite
thi manh dén khong tin ndi. Trong méi trudng kin nhu toa xe dién ngam,
riéng song xung kich ciing du nghién tit ca chung to6i thanh cam. Nhiing
chiéc dinh va cac vién bi s& hoan toan phi pham. Nhu dan ban vao kem. S&
c6 rat it nguoi trong sé chung toi sdng sot. C6 18 thanh nhitng manh xuong,
to cO hat nho. Co6 1€ xuong ban dap va xuong de ¢ tai trong khong suy
suyén gi. Chung 1a nhitng xwong nho nhét trong co thé con ngudi, vi vay
theo xé4c suat kha ning chiing bj ddm may vo bom bo qua la cao nhat.

To1 cham cham nhin ngudi phu nit. Khong c6 cach nao tiép céan ¢6 ta.
Toi1 cach xa chin mét. Ngon cai co ta da dat trén nat bam. Nhiing 14 ti€p xac

[2]

nho xiu ay hoi dan rong ra roi hep lai nhip nhang theo nhip tim dap va ban

bang dong dat c6 1& cach nhau mot phan tam inch =, ¢6 1& khoang tréng

tay run run cua co ta.
Co6 ta thuan ti¢én hanh dong, t61 thi khong.

Con tau don vé phia trude, voi ban hgp am dac trung cia nd. Tiéng rit
cua khong khi trong duong ham, tiéng va dap cua cac khdp noi bu dudi cac
ria sdt, tiéng co gitta bo gom dong vdi dudong ray, tiéng rén xiét cua dong
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co, tiéng ken két tuan tu khi cic toa xe trong tranh bam theo nhau qua céc
khuc cua va vanh banh xe bam xuéng dudng ray.

Co ta dang di dau? Tau tuyén 6 chay dudi nhitng khu vuc nao? Bom
mang trong ngudi c¢6 thé danh sap mot toa nha khong? Toi nghi 14 khong.
Vay nhitng ddm dong ndo van tu tap sau hai gio sang? Khong nhiéu. C6 18
1a cac hop dém, nhung ching t6i da bo hau hét chung lai phia sau lung roi,
va kiéu gi co ta ciing khong thé budc chan qua thanh chin ctra hop dém

duoc.

T6i cham cham nhin ¢b ta.

Qua xoay.

Nguoi phu nit cam nhan thay cai nhin Ay.

Co ta xoay dau, chim cham, nhe nhang, nhu hanh dong dugc lap trinh
san.

C6 ta cham chap nhin lai toi.
Mit chung toi gdp nhau.
Mt ¢b ta bién séc.

Cé ta biét rang téi da biét.
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CHUNG TOI NHIN THANG VAO MAT NHAU lién tyc chimg
muoi gidy. Poan toi dimg day, guong cudng lai su di chuyén cta con tau roi
tién mot bude. Toi ¢ thé chét khi con cach chin mét, chang cin phai ban.
Co tién gan hon t6i ciing chang thé chét hon dugc. Toi di qua nguoi phu ni
gbc Tay Ban Nha phia bén trai. Tién qua ngudi dan 6ng mic so mi NBA
phia bén phai. Qua nguoi phu nit Tay Phi bén trai. Hai mat c6 ta van nham.
T6i chuyén tir thanh nim nay t6i thanh nam ké tiép, trai roi phai, ngudi lic
lu. Hanh khach sb 4 cham chip nhin t6i sudt quing dudng Ay, so hii, hon
hén, 1am bam. Hai tay c6 ta van dé trong chiéc tui.

To1 dung lai cach c6 ta non hai mét.
To1 nod1, “T61 thye sy mudn 1a minh nham vé chuyén nay.”

Co6 ta khong tra 10i. Hai moi ¢6 ta map may. Déi tay co ta dich chuyén
dudi 16p vai bat den day. Vat to 16n trong chiéc tai cua co ta dich chuyén
mot chut.

T6i noi, “T6i can trong thay hai ban tay co.”

Co ta khong noi gi.

“Tbi 1a canh sat,” toi noi doi. “Toi c6 thé gitp cd.”
Co ta khong noi gi.

To1 no1, “Ching ta c6 thé néi chuyén.”
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Co ta khong noi gi.

T6i budng nhimng thanh nim va tha hai tay doc theo than ngudi. Viéc
d6 khién t6i trong nho bé hon. it vé de doa hon. Chi 1a mot gi dan 6ng. Toi
dung yén trong muc con tau cho phép. Tdi khong 1am gi. Toi chang co lua
chon ndo. Co6 ta chi can mot phan nho gidy. Toi thi can nhiéu hon thé. Trix
mot diéu 13 hoan toan khong co gi toi co thé 1am. L& ra toi co thé tam lay
cai tai va cd giang né khoi tay nguoi phu nit. Nhung né quan quanh ngudi
co ta va cai quai 1a loai vai c6 tong to ban dét chic. Cung loai dét nhu voi
ctru hoa. N6 duoc giit trude, 1am cho cii di trudc va lam cho nhau san,
giong nhu ngudi ta van lam véi cac loai vai méi bay gio, nhung né van con
rat chac. Han rét cudc 1a toi sé giat co ta khoi ghé ma quang xudng san toa.

Trir mot diéu 1a t6i s& khong thé dén dugce chd nao gan ¢ ta. Co ta s&
an cai nat trudce khi tay to1 di duoc ntra quang duong téi do.

L& ra toi co thé ¢ giat cai tai 1én trén va dung tay con lai vo vao phia
sau n6 dé giat day kich n6 khoi cac diém tiép xtc. Trir mot diéu 13, dé co ta
di chuyén dé& dang, day kich n s& dai hon murc can thiét, khién t6i phai kéo
cho di mot vong cung rong tGi sau muoi phan trudc khi gip phai bat ky su
khang cu nao. Pén khi ay thi c6 ta dd bam nuat xong, trir phi bi s¢ bat ngo.

L& ra toi c6 thé tim 4o khodc co ta va cd giat vai soi day khac ra.
Nhung gitta t6i va 16p diy c6 nhitng tii day nhdi 16ng ngdng. Va 16p ngoai
ao béng nylon tron tudt. Khong cham duogc, khong nam duoc.

Khong hy vong gi.

L& ra toi c6 thé cd gang khéng ché d6i tugng. Panh manh vao dau co
ta, ha guc co ta, mot ci dam, chép nhoang. Nhung du ¢ nhanh nhen nhur
t6i bay gio, mot dong tac di chuyén mau le tir pham vi dudi hai mét s& phai
mat toi nira gidy. Con o ta phai di chuyén dau ngon tay cai di ba mi 1i mét.

Co ta sé to1 dich trudec.
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T6i hoi, “T6i c¢6 thé ngdi xudng khong? Canh co dy?”
Co ta dap, “Khong, tranh xa toi ra.”

Mot chat giong chung chung, khong ngir diéu. Khong c¢6 am sic 1d
rang. Giong My, nhung c6 ta c6 thé 1 nguoi tir bat ky dau. Nhin gan thi co
ta khong c6 vé thuc su hoang dai hay loan tri, chi 1a cam chiu, u &m, s¢ hai,
mét moi. Co ta nhin 18n t6i, cling cham chip nhu ndy gid nhin 6 cira sd
tréng phia doi dién. C6 ta trong hoan toan canh giac va tinh tao. T6i cam
thidy minh bi soi tdn chan to k& toc. Toi chang thé nhuc nhich. Toi khong
thé 1am gi ca.

“Mudn roi,” t6i 1én tiéng. “C6 nén doi t6i gid cao diém.”

Co ta khong noi gi.

“Sau tiéng nira,” toi tiép. “Khi ay sé& tot hon nhiéu.”

Hai ban tay c6 ta nhtic nhich, bén trong chiéc ti.

To1 nod1, “Khong phai lac nay.”

Co ta khong noi gi.

“Chi mot théi,” t6i noi. “Cho toi nhin thay mot ban tay. C6 khong can
dat ca hai tay trong do.”

Tau dot ngdt giam tde do. Toi loang choang 1ui rdi lai tién 1én mot
budc, v6i tay toi thanh nam gan tran toa. Hai ban tay t6i am udt. Thép co
cam gidc nong. Ga Trung tdm, t6i nghi. Nhung khong phai. Toi liéc ra
ngoai cira so hy vong trong thiy nhitng bong dén va 16p gach 1at mau trang

nhung chi thdy anh sang ctia mot ngon dén xanh mo. Chung t6i dang dimg
trong duong ham. Dé bao tri, hodc danh tin hiéu xin duodng.

To1 quay lai.

“Cho t0i trong thady mot ban tay,” toi noi 1an nira.
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Nguoi phu nir khong tra 10i. C6 ta dang cham chdp nhin vio eo toi.
Khi hai tay gio cao, 40 phong cua t6i bi kéo 1én 16 rd vét seo sdu & bung
phia trén lung quan. Lép da trang noi 1én, cing va san sui. Nhitng dudng
khau 16n thd vung, gibng nhu mot birc biém hoa. San phim ctia manh bom
tir mot vu danh bom bang xe hoi & Beirut cach day da lau. Khi 4y toi cach
noi xay ra vu nd mot trim mét.

Gi10 thi to1 cach nguoi phy nit trén bang ghé gan hon chin muoi tam
mét so voi hoi do.

C6 ta van cham cham nhin. Hau hét moi nguo1 héi té61 da dinh vét seo
do6 nhu thé nao. T61 khong muodn co ta hoi. Toi khong muodn noéi chuyén ve
bom. Khéng mudn néi véi co ta.

T6i ndi, “Cho t6i trong thdy mot ban tay.”
Co ta héi, “Tai sao?”

“Co khong can bo ca hai tay trong d6.”
“Vay thi lién quan gi t61 6ng?”

“T6i khong biét,” toi noi.

T6i thuc su khong biét minh dang lam gi. Toi khong phai mot tay
dam phan giai ctru con tin. T6i ndi chi dé néi. o khong phai dic diém cua
t6i. Thuong toi 1a ngudi rat it 10i.

Néu tinh x4c suat thi rat it kha ning t6i chét khi dang noi dé cau.
Co 1€ do 1a Iy do vi sao to1 dang noi.

Nguoi phu nit cir dong hai ban tay. Toi thdy co ta siét chit ban tay
phai van dé trong tai va tlr tir rat tay trai ra. Ban tay nho, tai xanh, 10 mo
duong gan va mach mau. Lan da cua nguoi trung tudi. Nhitng mong tay
tron, cat ngan. Khong c6 chiéc nhan nao. Khong chong, khong dinh hon dé
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tién tGi lay chong. C6 ta 1at ban tay cho toi xem phia bén kia. Long ban tay
tréng tron do 1én vi o ta ndng.

“Cam on,” t01 noi.

Nguoi phu nit dit Gp ban tay xudéng ghé bén canh va ctir dé ¢ d6, nhu
thé n6 chang lién quan gi toi nhitng phan con lai ctia co thé c¢o ta. Ma khong
lién quan that, ngay tai thoi diém d6. Tau dung lai trong bong t6i. Toi ha
hai ban tay xuong. Gu 4o so mi cta toi tut xudng vi tri cil.

To1 no1, “Gio hdy cho té1 xem thir trong tui.”
“Tai sao?”

“T6i chi mudn trong thiy né. Du nd 1a gi.”
Co ta khong dap lai.

Co ta khong cur dong.

To1 bao, “Toi s€ khong ¢6 gianh n6 tir ¢6. To1 hira. To1 chi mudn
trong thay no. To61 chac 1a co hiéu.”

Tau lai tiép tuc chay. Tang tde tir tur, khong giat, tbc d6 thép. Chay
nhe nhang vao ga. Ludt tur tir. To1 nghi, ¢6 1€ con hai tram mét.

T6i n6i, “T6i nghi tdi c6 quyen it ra 1a trong thdy nd. C6 khong nhat
tri a?”

Ngudi phu nir nhin mat, nhu thé ¢o ta khong hiéu.
Co ta ndi, “Toi chang hiéu sao 6ng lai ¢ quyén thay no.”
“Co khong hiéu a?”

“Khong.”
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“Vi & day toi 12 nguoi 6 lién quan. Va co 18 t6i co thé kiém tra xem
n6 duogc lap dit dung cach hay chua. Cho sau ndy thoi. Boi co can thuc hién
viéc nay sau. Chir khong phai luc nay.”

“Ong nod1 6ng la canh sat.”
“Chung ta co thé giai quyét vu nay,” to1 bao. “Toi c6 thé giap co.”

T6i liéc qua vai minh. Con tau dang bo di. Anh dén sang tring phia
truée. Toi quay lai. Tay phai ciia ngudi phu nit dang cir dong. C6 ta xdc
xdc, nam lai chit hon va chAm chadm run réy rat ra khoi tai, that bat ngo.

T6i cha ¥ quan sat. Tai vudng vao ¢ tay, co ta ding tay trai go no ra.
Ban tay phai c0 ta thoat ra.

Khong phai pin. Khong phai ddy nhg. Khong cong tac, khong nut
bam, khong pit tong.

M6t thir hoan toan khac.
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NGUOI PHU NU CAM TRONG TAY mét khau sing. Co ta chia
thang n6 vao nguoi t6i. Chia thap xudng, thang ngay tir huyét, trén duong
thang nbi giira ha bo va rén t6i. Tat ca nhitng bo phan can thiét déu & khu
vuc do. Noi tang, xuong séng, rudt, vo sb dong va tinh mach. Khau sung 1a
loai Ruger Speed-Six. Mot khau stng luc 6 quay Magnum 357 ly cil to 16n,
nong ngan khoang mudi phan, c6 kha ning duc mot 16 trén co thé toi di 1on
dé thay anh sang xuyén qua.

Nhung chung quy thi t6i vui hon nhiéu so véi mot gidy trude do. Vi
nhiéu 1y do. Bom giét chét nhiéu ngudi mot luc, sung giét timg ngudi mot.
Bom khong can ngam lay dich, sung thi can. Khau Speed-Six ning dung
0,9 ki 16 khi nap dﬁy dan. Rat nang so vo1 kha nang kiém soat ciia mot ¢d
tay mong manh. Va nhitng phat bin ctia sing Magnum sinh ra lira dau nong
néng bong va strc giat rit manh. Néu di timg st dung sung, ngudi phu nir
s& biét dicu ay. CO ta sé gip diéu ma cac tay sung goi 1a phan xa Magnum.
Khoang mét phan nho gidy trudc khi siét co canh tay co ta sé siét chat, hai
miat nham lai va dau co ta s& xoay di hudng khac. C6 ta c6 kha ning bin
trugt tuong ddi cao, tham chi khi chi cach chua dﬁy hai mét. Hau hét cac
khau sung ngin déu trugt. Co 18 khong trugt & truong ban, khi co bd chup
tai, bao vé mat, c6 thoi gian, cO su binh tinh va khong co6 gi bi phuong hai.
Nhung trong thé gi6i thyc, véi tinh trang hoang loan va ciang thang, sy run
rdy va nhip tim don dép, ban sing ngan 13 chuyén may rui, may hoic rui.
Cua t61 va cua co ta.

Néu bén truot, co ta sé khong thuc hién dugc dén phat thir hai.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i n6i, “Binh tinh di.” Chi dé phat ra 4m thanh. Ngon tay cta co ta
d3 ti dén tring 0 ca xuong trén co sing, nhung cb ta van chua siét no.
Speed-Six 14 loai sung 6 quay him phat mot, nghia 13 nira dau dong tac bop
co s& kéo bua vé phia sau 1am xoay 6 dan. Nira sau tha bda ra 1am stng nd.
Nhitng hoat dong co khi phuc tap, lam mat thdi gian. Khong nhiéu, nhung
cling mat mot chut. Toi cham cham nhin ngoén tay ngudi phu nit. Cam nhan
dugce nguoi dan ong co ddi mat cau thi dang quan sat. Toi doan 1a lung t6i
dang che mat goc nhin tir dau kia toa.

To1 1én tiéng, “Co khong c6 gi mac mé véi to1, thua cd. Co tham chi
con chang biét t61. Hay bo sing xudng ma noi chuyén nao.”

Co ta khong tra 161. Co 1€ cam xuc gi d6 vura ludt qua guong mat cod
ta, song to1 dau c6 dang nhin mat co ta. Toi dang quan sat ngdn tay co ta
kia. P6 14 bd phan duy nhét trén co thé cb ta ma t6i chl y. Va toi dang tap
trung vao nhimg xung dong truyén 1én qua san toa. Poi tau ding lai. Tay
hanh khach dién ro timg di cing chuyén di bao t6i rang mdi toa kiéu
R142A ning ba muoi lam tdn. Chang c6 thé chay véi toc do sau muoi hai
dam mdt gi0. Vi vay phanh ctua ching rat manh, qua manh nén khong thé
dimg cho ém ¢ téc d6 thap. Khong cach ndo dimng cho ém. Ching don lai,
giat nguoc va nghién ken két. O mét cudi cling, nhitng con tau thudng truot
di v6i cac banh bi khoa ctng. Vi vay mai co tiéng rit dic trung khi ching
dung lai.

T6i nghi diéu dé cling s& xdy ra ngay ca sau khi tau chung t6i bo
cham chap. N6i that 1a c6 khi con hon thé. Vé ban chat khau sung 1a vat
ning & dau con lac. Mot canh tay dai manh, gin mot can thép. Khi phanh ép
vao, quan tinh s& khién mili sing vénh 1én. Huéng 1én trén. Pinh luat
Newton vé chuyén dong. T6i di sin sang cudng lai da cua ban than, day cac
thanh ndm theo hudng nguoc lai va nhay vé phia dudi. Néu khau sting chi
can gidt 1én trén mudi ba phan con toi giat [ui xuéng muoi ba phan thi toi s&
an toan.
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Cé I¢ muoi phan cling dugc.

Hodc muoi mdt phan rudi, nodi thé cho chic chén.
Ngudi phu nir hoi, “Ong dinh vét seo & dau?”
To1 khong tra 101.

“Ong bi ban vao bung a?”

“Bom,” t01 no1.

Co ta di chuyén dau nong sing, v€ phia trai c6 ta va bén phai t61. Co
ta nham vao cho vét seo b1 vién 4o che khuat.

Con tau van chay. Vao ga. Cuc ky cham. Gan ngang véi di bo. San ga
cia Ga Trung tAm that dai. Toa dau tau dang hudng t6i tin cudi san. Toi doi
cac phanh nghién lai. T6i nghi s& xuat hién chut lic lu c6 ich.

Chung t6i khong bao gio di t6i diém do.

Nong sung hudng tré lai vao chinh giita co thé t6i. Roi nd di chuyén
thang 1én trén. Trong mot khoanh khéc ngan ngui toi nghi nguoi phu nit sap
dau hang. Nhung nong sing van di chuyén tiép. Ngudi phu nit ndng cam
minh 1én, nhu mot cir chi ddy ty hao va budng binh. C ta ké dau nong sung
vao phan thit mém phia dudi d6. Siét nira vong co. O dan xoay va bia giat
vé phia sau qua 16p nylon trén 4o khoac cua co ta.

RO&1 nguot phy nit siét ndt nira vong co con lai va ban vao dau minh.
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TRONG MOT LUC LAU CUA KHONG MO RA. C6 [& ai d6 da
dung hé théng dam thoai ndi bo khan cip hodc trudng tau di nghe thay
tiéng sung. Nhung du gi thi gi, hé théng da chuyén sang ché do phong toa
hoan toan. Chic chin ngudi ta ting tap duot vé chuyén nay réi. Va quy
trinh d6 rat hop 1y. Tt nhat 1a nhét tay sting dién cudng trong mot toa riéng
1¢, con hon dé han chay lung tung khap thanh phd.

Nhung sy cho doi chéng dé chiu chut nao. Loai dan Magnum 357 ly
duoc phat minh nim 1935. Theo tiéng Latin, Magnum nghia 1a to 16n. Pan
nang hon, chtra nhiéu thudc phong hon. Vé mat k¥ thuat thi thuéc phong
khong phat nd. N6 chi bung chdy, mot qué trinh phan Gng hoa hoc nam giira
chay va n6. Y tudng la tao ra mot bong bong khi néng khong 16 day vién
dan doc theo nong stng, gibng nhu chiéc 10 xo bi nén. Thudng thi khi theo
vién dan ra khoi ddu nong va dét chay oxy trong khong khi gan d6. Vi vay
méi ¢6 anh ltra dau nong. Nhung v6i mot phat ban sat dau nhu hanh khach
s6 4 di chon, vién dan tao ra mot 13 trén da va khi nong déy Vao ngay sau
d6. Khi néng nd rit manh ra dudi da va hodc 13 ty m& cho minh mdt 16i
thoat qua miéng vét thuong co hinh ngo1 sao, hodc la thoi tung toan bo thit
da khoi xuong va 10t hét ra khoi hop so, nhu thé 16t ngugc mot qua chubi
vay.

D6 1a diéu xay ra trong trudng hop nay. Khudn mit cia ngudi phu nit
bi xé thanh nhitng miéng thit rich ddy mau lung lang bam vao nhitng manh
xuong gidp nat. Vién dan di theo chiéu thiang ding qua miéng cb ta va don
toan bd dong ning vo cung 16n ciia nd vao so, ap suit ting dot ngdt tim
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cach thoat ra va tim dugc diém do, noi hop so cua c6 ta khép kin vao tur thoi
con nhod. Chung mot 1an nita bung ra va ap sut dan chit ba hay bén manh
xuong 16n 1én khap phan toa ¢ phia trén va sau nguoi phu nit. Theo cach
nay hay cach khac, co ban dau ctia nguoi phu nir khong con ton tai. Nhung
16p soi thuy tinh chong viét ban dang thuc hién cong viéc cua nd. Xuong
trang, mau do sdm va cac mdé mau xam dang chay doc theo 16p bé mit
bong, khong bam dinh, dé lai dang sau nhiing vét nhé nhu vét sén bo. Co
thé ngudi phu nit d d6 xudng thanh mot dong trén bang ghé. Ngon tro tay
phai vin moc trong vong co. Khau siing di doi nguoc ra khoi dui ¢o ta, roi
xudng nam trén chiéc ghé bén canh.

Tiéng nd cua phat ban van doi trong hai tai t6i. T6i c6 thé nghe thay
nhiing tiéng dong bi 4t di tir phia sau. T6i co thé ngiri thdy mui méau cua
nguoi phy nir. Toi chai ngudi vé trude kiém tra cai tai cia co ta. Rong
khong. To6i kéo khoa 4o khoac co ta, md ra. Chang c6 gi hét. Chi c6 mot
chiéc 40 canh trang bang vai cd tong cung mui bai tiét hoi thdi tir rudt va
bong dai.

T6i tim bang lién lac khan cap lién ty goi thang t4i truong tau. Toi

noi, “Tu sat bang stng. Chi mot toa duy nhat. Gio thi moi chuyén da xong.
Chung t6i an toan. Khong c6 thém mbi de doa nao.” T6i khong mudbn doi

- 6 : 7
té1 khi NYPD[‘] huy dong cac doi SWAT[']
sting trudng xuét hién hoan toan bi mat. Viéc dy c6 thé can nhiéu thoi gian.

va 4o gidp chong dan cung

To61 khong nhan duoc cau tra 101 tur trudng tau. Nhung mdt phut sau
giong Ong ta vang 1én qua hé théng phong thanh cua tau. Ong ta néi: “Xin
thong bao véi hanh khach rang ctra sé tiép tuc dong vai phut do c6 su cd
xay ra.” Ong ta néi cham rai. Nghe nhu ong ta dang doc chit in & mot tAm
bang. Giong ong ta run ray. Khong hé giéng chit giong muot ma cua phat
thanh vién hang Bloomberg.

To1 nhin khap toa xe lan cudi cung va ngoi xudng cach cai xac khong
dau chung non mét, cho doi.
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Cho cho canh sat trong do1 thuc c6 mat thi c6 khi da du thoi gian
chiéu xong hét toan bd cac tap phim truyén hinh néi vé canh sat roi. Pa du
thoi gian 1y mAu va phan tich xong ADN, tim ra chtng cir khép, truy dudi
thii pham, bat gitt, xét xir va tuyén an y roi. Nhung cudi cing thi ciing co
sdu si quan tur cau thang di Xuéng. Ho déu ddi mii ludi trai, mic vest va déu
da rat vii khi. Cac canh sat NYPD tudn tra ca dém, c6 thé tir Pon canh sat
khu vuc 14 trén phd 35 Tay, ving Midtown South ndi tiéng. Ho chay doc
theo san ga va bat dau kiém tra tir phia ddu doan tau. Toi dimg day lan nira
va theo doi qua cac 0 cua s6 bén trén cac diém ndi toa, doc theo toan bo
chiéu dai doan tau, gibng nhu nhom vao mot dudng him dai bang thép
khong gi dugc chiéu sang. Cang xa cang kho nhin, do byi va nhimg cin
xanh trong céc 16p kinh. Nhung t6i ¢ thé trong thiy cac vién canh sat mo
ctra lan luot ting toa, kiém tra, dam bao an toan, dua hanh khach ra ngoai
va voi vang day ho 1én phé. Pay 1a chuyén tau dém it nguoi di nén chang
may chdc ho dén chd chung t6i. Ho quan sat qua cira so, trong thiy cai xac
va khau sung nén lam dong tac san sang. Cira xich mé va ho tran vao toa,
mdi ctra hai ngudi. Tat ca chiing t6i déu gio ca hai tay 1én, nhu phan xa vay.

M&i canh sat chin mot 16i ra con ba nguoi con lai tién thang vé phia
xac nguoi phy nir. Ho dimg lai démg cach ching non hai mét. Khong kiém
tra mach hay bat ky ddu hiéu su séng nao. Khong dit mot miéng guong
phia duéi miii ngudi phu nir xem ¢ ta con thd khong. Mot phan vi 1 rang
1a c6 ta khong thd, phan vi co ta khong con miii. Phan sun da bi thoi bay, dé
lai nhitng miéng xwong nhé 1om chom gilta noi ma liac ndy ap suat bén
trong da day hai nhan cau co ta phot ra.

Mot vién canh sat to 16n deo cau vai trung ty quay lai. Ong ta tai mat
mot chat nhung mit khac van thé hién cung cach kha dinh dac duong
hoang, nhu 1a chi thyc hién mdt cong viéc binh thuong khac trong ca dém.
Ong ta hoi, “Ai trong thay sy viéc xay ra & day?”
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Phia dau toa im ling. Ngudi phu nit gbc TAy Ban Nha, nguoi dan 6ng
mic chiéc 40 NBA, ngudi phu nit chau Phi. Tat ca ngdi im thin thit khong
no6i nang gi. Piém thr tAm: nhin chdm chiam vé phia trudc.

Tat ca déu dang thé hién diéu d6. Néu t6i khong thé thdy anh, anh
khéng thé thdy téi. Nguoi dan 6ng mic 4o so mi danh goén khong noi gi.
Thé nén t6i néi, “Co ta lay khau stng khoi chiée tai va ty ban minh.”

“Chi thé thoi a?”

“Dai khai la vay.”

“Tai sao?”

“Lam sao toi biét duoc chi?”

“O dau va khi nao?”

“Trong lc tau chay vao ga. Bat ky thoi diém nao trong khoang 4y.”

Tay canh sat xir Iy thong tin. Tu sat bang sing. Tau dién ngam thudc
trach nhiém cta NYPD. Vung giam téc do nam giita phd 41 va phd 42
thudc khu vuc Pon 14. Vu nay cua ong ta. Khong can hoi ciing biét. Ong ta
gat dau. Ong ta noi: “Puoc rdi, xin tat ca cc vi ra khoi toa va doi trén san
ga. Chung t01 s¢€ can léy tén, dia chi va 101 khai cta cac vi.”

ROi Ong ta bam vao chiéc mic nho gin trén ¢b 40 va mot 4m thanh ret
ret 10n dap lai. Pén lugt ong ta tra 151 bang mot chudi ma va sb dai. Toi
doan 6ng ta dang goi nhan vién y té va xe ctru thuong. Sau d6 s& 1a trach
nhiém ngudi cia nganh van tai: thao toa xe khéi doan tau, vé sinh sach sé
va lén lich cho no tré lai duong ray. Khong kho, to1 nghi. Con rat nhiéu thoi
gian trude khi t6i gio cao diém budi sang.

Chung t61 ra khoi toa nhdp vao mot ddm dong dang tu trén san ga.
Canh sat giao thong, roi thém nhiéu canh sat thudng cé mat, nhan vién tau
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dién ngam tu tdp xung quanh, nguoi ctia Ga Trung tAm xuét hién. Nam phut
sau, mot nhom nhan vién y té ciia S¢ ciru hoa New York ciing mot chiéc
cang hoi ha chay tir cau thang xudng. Ho vuot qua rao chan, bude 1én tau va
toan canh sat dén tac nghiép dau tién budc xudng. Toi khong thay nhiing gi
dién ra sau d6 bdi cac canh sat bat dau di chuyén trong dam dong, ngd
quanh, sin sang tim ting hanh khach mot va dwa ho di chd khac dé tham
van thém. Vién trung ay to 16n tién dén toi. Toi da tra 10i cac cAu hoi cia
ong ta trén tau. Vi vy ong ta chon t6i lam nhan vat dau tién. Vién canh sat
dua toi vao su trong ga, cho toi vao mdt cin phong néng nuc lat gach tring
nhd nho ¢o thé 13 noi lam viée clia canh sat giao thong. Ong ta bao t6i ngdi
xu6ng mot minh trén chiéc ghé gd va hoi tén toi.

“Jack Reacher,” to1 dap.

Ong ta ghi lai va khong néi tiép. Chi luogn 10 ¢ cira ma quan sat toi.
Va cho doi. Doi mot tham tir xuat hién, t6i doén thé.
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VIEN THAM TU XUAT HIEN LA NU, t6i mot minh. C6 mic quan
va 40 so mi ngén tay mau xam. Co thé béng lua, c6 thé 1a chat liéu nhan tao.
Nhung du 13 chat liéu nao thi cling 13 chit vai bong. Ao khong bo trong
quan, t6i doan 13 dudi 4o dang che stung, cong sd tam va bat cr thir gi khac
cO mang theo. Sau I6p 40, c6 nho bé va manh mai. Phia trén a0 so mi1 la mai
toc sim mau budc tim vé phia sau va khudn mit trai xoan nhé nhian. Khong
mang dd trang strc. Tham chi khong nhin cudi. Tudi cd chimg gan bén
muoi. C6 1& 13 bdn muoi. Mot phy nit hap dan. Toi thay thich c6 ngay lap
tirc. Nt tham tir trong thoai mai va than thién. Co trung phu hi¢u thanh tra
ra va dua danh thiép cho t6i. Trén d6 ghi s6 dién thoai vin phong va dién
thoat di dong cua c6. Ca mdt dia chi thu dién tir do NYPD quan ly. Co6 doc
to tén trén danh thiép cho t6i nghe. Tén 1a Theresa Lee, chit T va h phat 4m
mot lugt, nhu theme hay therapy. Theresa. Co khong phai nguoi chau A.
Co 1& Lee 1a két qua ctia mot cudc hon nhan trude day hodc 1a phién ban
vung dao Ellis cua tén Leigh, hodac mot cai tén khac dai hon va phuc tap
hon. Hay c6 1€ c6 1a hau du¢ cua Robert E[g].

Co 1én tiéng, “Ong co thé cho t6i biét chinh xac diéu gi da xay ra
chu?”

CO6 no61 nhe nhang, déi 16ng may nhudn cung giong ndi nghe 1o ca
tiéng tho chira ddy su quan tdm chu ¥, nhu thé mdi lo chinh cta ¢ 1 sy
cing thang hau chan dong cta chinh t6i. Ong cé thé néi cho t6i khéng? Ong
c6 thé khong? Nhu 13, éng cé thé chiu néi viéc tdi hién né khéng? Toi mim
cudi, thoang thoi. Mdi naim s6 vu an mang & Midtown South sut xué)ng chi
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nam & mic mét chir sb, va gid st c6 da thu ly toan bd s6 vu d6 ké tir ngay
bat dau 1am viéc di nira thi toi van timg thiy nhiéu xac chét hon c6 di thay.
Gap rét nhiéu lan. Ngudi phu nit trén tau vira roi khong phai trudng hop dé
nhin nhét trong s6 d6, song con kha hon rat nhiéu so véi truong hop khung
khiép nhat.

Thé nén t6i ndi cho ¢6 nghe chinh xac nhitng gi da dién ra, toan bo tir
ph6 Bleecker, hét toan bo ban danh siach mudi mot diém, phuong phap
tham do cua to1, doan hdi thoai dut quang, khau sung, hanh dong tu sat.

Theresa Lee muon noi vé ban danh sach.
“Chung t61 c6 mdt ban sao,” ¢6 nodi. “Dang ra no6 phai 1a tai liéu mat.”

“No6 da ton tai trén thé gio1 nay hai muoi ndm,” to61 noi. “Moi nguoi
déu c6 mot ban sao. Khé ma con la bi mat nira.”

“Ong da xem n6 & dau?”
“O Israel,” t6i noi. “Ngay sau khi n6 dugc viét ra.”
“Xem nhu thé nao?”

Thé nén t6i diém qua so yéu 1y lich ciia minh cho ¢6. Ban tom luoc.
B6 binh Hoa Ky, muoi ba ndm lam quan canh, don vi diéu tra tinh nhué
110, hoat dong trén khe“ip thé gio1, cong thém cac nhiém vu riéng 1€ noi nay
noi kia, theo 1énh va khi c6 1énh. R6i dén su sup do ctia Lién X6, phan cd
tirc tra bang hoa binh, ngan sach qudc phong giam di, dot ngdt bi cho giai
ngil.

“St quan hay linh nghia vu?”
“Cap bac cuoi cung la thiéu ta,” to1 noi.
“Con bay gio?”

“To1 da nghi huu.”
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“Ong con tré so voi tudi nghi huu.”

“T6i nghi 14 t6i nén tdn hudng sy vé huu khi con co thé.”
“Va ong dang tan hudéng chu?”

“Chua bao gio tuyét hon.”

“Luc dém nay 6ng dang lam gi? Khi ¢ dudi khu Village ay?”
“Am nhac,” t6i néi. “Cac cau lac bd nhac blues & Bleecker.”
“Va 6ng lén chuyén tau tuyén 6 di dau?”

“T6i dang kiém mot phong & dau d6 hodc dén Port Authority dé bat
xe buyt.”

“Dén dau?”

“Bat ky dau.”

“Mot chuyén di ngin a?”
“Loai pht hop nhat.”
“Ong séng & dau?”

“Chang dau ca. Nam thang cua t61 la mgt chuyeén di ngan ti€p sau mot
chuyén khac.”

“Hanh ly ciia 6ng dau?”
“To1 khong c6 hanh 1y.”

Hau hét tham tir déu dit thém cau hoi lam rd van dé, nhung Theresa
Lee thi khong. Thay vao d6 hai mit ¢c6 mot 1an nita thay d6i diém cha ¥ va
co 1én tiéng: “To6i khong vui vi ban danh sach da sai. Toi nghi rang né phai
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c6 tinh chuan muc kia.” C6 no61 gon 16n, gitra hai canh sat vai nhau, nhu thé
nghé cii cua t61 tao su khac bigt gi d6 véi co vay.

“No chi sai mdt nura,” to1 no1. “Phan vé tu sat van dung.”

“Té6i cho 1a thé,” nir tham tir n6i. “Nhitng dau hiéu s& nhu nhau, toi
cho 1a thé. Nhung n6 van 1a sy khang dinh khong chuan.”

“Van t6t hon phu dinh khéng chuan.”
“Toi cho la thé,” ¢6 lai noi.
T6i hoi, “Chiing ta c6 biét ¢b ta 13 ai khong?”

“Van chua. Nhung chiing toi s& tim ra. Ho ndi véi toi rang tai hién
truong ho tim thay mot s6 chia khoa va mot chiéc vi. Co thé chung s€ gitp
xac dinh dugc. Nhung c6 chuyén gi vai cai 4o khoac dong the?”

To1 noi: “Toi1 khong biét.”

Nir tham tir im bat, nhu thé ¢ hét suc that vong. T61 ndi, “Nhiing
chuyén nay luén 1a tht lién tuc phat trién, ludn ludn cin bd sung cip nhat.
C4 nhan t6i cho rang chung ta ciing nén bo sung diém thir mudi hai vao ban
danh sach d6i v6i nit. Néu mot phy nit mang bom bo khin choang dau thi s&
c¢6 dau hiéu 1a nudc da ram nang, gidng nhu ¢ nam giéi.”

“Y kién hay day,” nir tham tir noi.
“Ma t61 c6 doc mot cudn sach cho rang phan vé cac trinh nit 1a phan

o : o N ) R SR A A -
bi dich sai. Tu khong rd nghla[']. N6 xuat hi¢n trong mot doan day nhiing
hinh tuong thirc an. Sita va mat. C6 18 nghia 1a nho kho. Cing mong, c6 thé
dugc tim mat hay duong.”

“Ho tu sat vi nho kho sao?”

“T61 rat muodn trong thay céi mat ho.”
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“Ong la nha ngdn ngit hoc 47"

“T6i ndi tiéng Anh,” t61 dap. “Va tiéng Phap. Va tai sao mot phu nir
danh bom lai muén giét cac trinh nir cha? Co6 rat nhiéu doan vin ban thanh
tich bi dich sai. DPic biét nhitng chd noi toi cac trinh nit. Tham chi ngay ca
Kinh Tan udc, c6 1& thé. Mot s6 nguoi néi rang Puc me Mary 1 ngudi sinh

[10]

tac gia ban dau chic s& bat cuoi khi thdy ching ta dién giai tir d6 thanh

con lan dau, thé thoi. Theo nhu tiéng Hebrew — . Khong phai trinh nir. Cac

nhiing gi.”

Theresa Lee khong binh luan gi vé chuyén d6. Thay vao d6 c6 hoi,
“Ong ¢6 6n khong?”

T6i hiéu cau d6 1 cd ¥ tim hiéu xem t6i c6 bi sdc khong. Dé xem liéu
c6 nén cho toi dén chd tu van tdm 1y khong. C6 thé nir tham tir nghi t6i 1a
mot nguoi 1am 1i lai dang n6i qua nhiéu. Nhung toi 1am. T6i noi. “Téi on,”
khién ¢6 trong hoi ngac nhién ma bao, “Ban than toi s& thay tiéc vé phuong
phap tiép can. O trén tau ay. Toi nghi ong dd day cd ta qua miéng vuc. Qua
thém vai chiang ding nira thi c6 thé co ta d3 vuot qua dugc bat ki diéu gi luc
ay dang khién c6 ta dau kho roi.”

Sau d6 ching t6i ngdi im ling chirg mot phit rdi vién trung Uy to
16n thd dau vao gat dau lam hiéu cho Lee ra hanh lang. T6i nghe tiéng noi
chuyén ngan tham thi r6i Lee trd vao bao toi di 1én phd 35 Tay véi cd. Vao
ddn canh sat khu vuc.

To1 héi, “Vi sao?”
Lee ngan ngu.

“Quy dinh tha tuc thoi,” c6 néi. “Pé danh may 10i khai cua 6ng, dé
khép ho so lai.”

“Tdi c6 quyén lua chon trong chuyén nay khéng?”
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“Ping doi hoi téi mirc dy,” nit tham tir néi. “Ban danh sach cia Israel
c6 lién quan day. Ching t6i c6 thé goi toan bd chuyén nay 1a mot van dé
lién quan t6i an ninh quéc gia. Ong 14 nhan ching quan trong, chung t6i c¢6
thé quan thuc 6ng cho t6i khi 6ng gia va chét. TSt hon 1a nén thyc hién vai
trd ctia mot cong dan tot di.”

Vay nén t61 nhun vai va theo co6 ra khoi mé cung cuia Ga Trung tam
t6i dai 10 Vanderbilt noi c6 dd xe. Do 1a mét chiéc Crown Victoria ciia Ford
khong son phu hiéu canh sat, méo moé bam day bui nhung van chay tét. Xe
dua chung t6i toi phd 35 Tay ngon o. Chung toi di vao qua canh cong cii to
dung ri c¢6 dan toi 1én gac vao mot phong tham van. C6 lui lai doi & hanh
lang va dé cho t6i vao trudc. Roi ¢d van ¢ ngoai hanh lang, khép cira lai sau
lung t61 va khoa ctra tir bén ngoai.
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HAI MUOI PHUT SAU THERESA LEE tré lai bat dau mot ho so
chinh thtrc cting mot tay khac. Co dat tap ho so 1én ban va giéi thiéu nguoi
con lai 1a cong su cua c¢6. Co nodi tén anh ta la Docherty. C6 bao rﬁng anh ta
d3 nghi ra mot s6 cau hoi 18 ra phai dugc hoi va tra 101 ngay tir dau. “Céu
hoé1 nao?” to1 hoi.

Trudc hét ¢6 moi tdi dung ca phé va hoi t6i mudn di vé sinh khong.
To1 nhan 161 ca hai tht. Docherty kém t61 di doc theo hanh lang va khi
chung t61 trd lai thi da co ba chiéc cbe Xép trén ban, canh tap ho so. Hai ca
phé, mot tra. Toi cam cdc ca phé udng thir. Ciing duoc. Lee dung tra.
Docherty cam lay cdc ca phé thir hai va néi, “Hay thuat lai toan bo thém lan
ntra.”

Thé 1a t6i thuat lai, stc tich, chi ni dung chinh, va Docherty hoi hoi
k¥ viéc ban danh sach cua Israel di dan t6i mot khang dinh khong chinh
xac nhu thé ndo, dung nhu cach Lee di hoi. Toi tra 10i anh ta dung nhu da
tra 101 Lee, rang mot khang dinh khong chinh xac van hon phu dinh khong
chinh xac, réng nhin nhan noé tr goc d§ cua ngudi phu nir da chét, cho du
khi Ay cb ta dang mai tim 16i thoat cho mot minh minh hay dang du dinh
kéo mot dam dong theo minh thi ciing khong lam thay d6i nhitng dau hiéu
ban than ma ¢ ta biéu hién. Trong nim phut ching t6i ¢ bau khong khi
hoc tap, ba nguoi biét diéu ban vé mot hién tuong thu vi.

ROi tinh hinh thay dbi.

Docherty hoi, “Ong cam thay thé nao?”
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T6i hoi, “Vé chuyén gi?”
“Lic ¢0 ta ty sat 4y.”
“Thay mimg vi co ta khong giét toi.”

Docherty noi, “Chiing t6i 14 tham tir diéu tra 4n mang. Chung toi phai
quan tim téi moi cai chét cé tinh bao luc. Ong hiéu diéu d6, phai khong?
T6i hoi chi dé dé phong thoi.”

T6i hoi, “Pé phong gi?”

“Pé phong c6 nhiéu hon nhing gi chi nhin thay tir bé ngoai.”
“Chang ¢6 gi hon ca. C6 ta ty ban minh.”

“Pay 1a ong noi.”

“Khoéng ai ¢ thé noi khac di. Boi d6 1a diéu da xay ra.”
Docherty néi, “Ludn ¢ nhitng tinh hudng gia dinh khac.”
“Ong nghi thé sao?”

“Co thé 6ng da ban o ta.”

Theresa Lee danh cho t61 cai nhin thong cam.

T6i bao, “Toi khong ban.”

Docherty lai néi, “C6 thé dé 1a sting ctia 6ng.”

T6i noi, “Khong phai. Do 13 khau sung ning hai pound. Téi khong co
tai.

“Ong 1a nguoi to 1on. Quan rong. Céc tai rong.”
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Theresa Lee lai danh cho t61 thém mot cai nhin thong cam nita. Nhu
thé ¢6 dang néi, T6i xin 16i.

To1 noéi, “The nay 1a thé nao? Tro canh sat hién, canh sat dan don a?”
Docherty no1, “Ong nghi toi 1a canh sat dan don a?”

“Chinh ong vira ching minh d6 théi. Néu toi ban co ta bang khau
Magnum 357 ly thi t6i s& con vuong lai vét thudc sing 1én t6i tan khuyu
tay. Nhung ong vira dirng ngoai phong vé sinh nam trong lac toi ria tay.
Ong 1a db ba que x6 1a. Ong d khong ldy ddu van tay cua toi va ciing

[11]

khong théng bao cho t6i vé quyén Miranda —-. Ong dang tung hoa mu.”
“Chtng t0i budc phai chic chan.”

“Vay chuyén gia gidm dinh y khoa noi1 gi?”

“Chiing t6i van chua biét.”

“Cé cac nhan ching.”

Lee lic dau. “Khéng ich gi. Ho khéng tréng thiy gi ca.”

“Ho phai nhin thidy méi dung.”

“Tam nhin cua ho bi lung 6ng chian mat. Thém vao d6 1a khi ay ho
khoéng nhin, r6i ho dang nira tinh nira mé, rdi ho khong noéi tiéng Anh mAy.
Ho chang c6 gi dé cung cap. Co ban toi nghi rang ho muén di khoi trude

[12],,

khi chung t6i bat dau kiém tra thé xanh

“Thé con tay kia? Ong ta & phia trudc toi. Tay ay tinh nhu sdo. Ong ta
trong gidng cong dan My va 1a ngudi noi tiéng Anh.”

“Tay kia nao?”

“Hanh khach thtr nam. Quan c6 tong chéo va 4o so mi danh gon.”
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Lee mé tap ho so. Roi lic dau. “Chi c6 boén hanh khach, cong thém
nguoi phu nit.”

https://thuviensach.vn



LEE LAY MOT TO GIAY khoi tap hd so, 1at lai va day ra gitta ban.
Trén d6 1a ban viét tay danh sach cac nhan chimg. Bon cai tén. Tén t6i, mot
nguoi tén Rodriguez, mot Frlujlov, mot Mbele.

“Bon hanh khach,” ¢6 nhac lai.

T6i noi, “T6i 12 ngudi ¢ trén tau. Toi co thé dém. Toi biét khi dy co
may hanh khach.” Roi t6i hinh dung lai hién truong trong dau minh. Buédc
xudng tau, cho doi trong ddm dong nho di tho than xung quanh. Sy xuét
hién cua nhém nhan vién y té. C4c vién canh sat 1an luot budc Xuéng tau, di
chuyén trong dam déng, nim lay khuyu tay timg ngudi, dua cic nhin
ching td1 cac phong riéng r€. To61 bi vién trung uy to 1én tim trudc tién.
Khong thé noi duoc 1a c6 bon, hay chi c6 ba vién canh sat, da theo sau
chung toi.

T6i ndi, “Chéc chin tay d6 da linh mat.”
Docherty héi, “Ong ta 1a ai?”

“Chi 1a mot gi dan 6ng. Tinh tdo, nhung khong c6 gi dic biét vé ong
ta. Tam tudi toi, khong phai loai nha nghéo.”

“Ong ta va ngudi phu nit c6 giao tiép véi nhau bang bét ky hinh thirc
nao khong?”

“Tb6i khong trong thiy viéc 4y.”

“Ong ta c6 ban co ta khong?”
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“Co ta tuy ban minh.”

Docherty nhiin vai. “Vay thi 6ng ta chi 14 mot nhan chimg bat dac di.
Khong mudn hé so cho thiy rang ong ta dang luon 1o loanh quanh vao lic
hai gio sang. C6 1& dang déi vo. Chuyén 4y lac nao ciing ¢o.”

“Ong ta chay tron. Nhung 6ng lai bo qua ong ta va thay vao dé lai
diéu tra t6i ha?”

“Ong vira méi khai rang 6ng ta khong lién quan d6 thoi.”

“T6i ciing khong dinh dang gi hét.”

“Pay la 6ng noi.”

“Ong tin diéu toi ndi vé tay kia chir khong tin diéu t6i noi vé chinh t6i
a?r”’

“Tai sao ong lai néi dbi vé tay d6 dugc chir?”

T6i noi, “Thé nay qua 1a phi thoi gian.” Va su that 1a thé. Do 1a sy
lang phi thoi gian vung vé, ghé gom dén mirc t6i dot nhién nhan ra rang
chuyén nay khong that. D6 1a sy dan dung. To61 nhan ra réng thuc té 13 Lee
va Docherty dang ban mét 4n hué nho nho cho tdi, theo cai 16i ky quic cta
riéng ho.

Nhiéu hon nhitng gi chi nhin thdy tir bén ngodi.

To1 noi, “Co ta la ai?”

Docherty hoi, “Tai sao co ta can 1a ai d6 chi?”

“Vi cac 6ng kiém tra nhan than va may tinh sang 1én nhu thap dén
vay. A1 d6 da goi cho cac dng bao ong gilr toi cho téi khi ho td1 day. Cac
ong khong mudn trong ho so cta toi ¢6 1énh bat gilt nén cac ong dang cam
chan t6i bang tit ca nhimg thr v van nay.”
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“Chung t6i khong quan tAm cu thé téi ho so cua ong. Ching t6i chi
khong mudbn 1am céng viée lién quan t6i gidy td.”

“Theé co tala a1?”

“R0O rang ¢6 ta lam viéc cho chinh phu. Mot co quan lién bang dang
trén dudng toi tham van 6ng. Chung toi khong dugce phép néi d6 1a co quan

29

nao.

Ho khoa ctra giam t6i trong phong. Khong gian noi d6 chdp nhéan
dugc. Bui, nong, méo mod, khong cira s, nhirng tdm c4o thi phong ngtra to1
pham da lac hau v&i thoi gian treo trén cac blrc tuong cung mui cua md hoi,
ctia lo lang va ca phé chay trong khong khi. Cai ban, ba chiéc ghé. Hai danh
cho cac tham tir, mot danh cho nghi pham. Ngay trudc c¢6 thé nghi pham bi
tat 1at ca mat va bi dap do khoi ghé. C6 khi bay gio van thé. That khoé ma
no6i chinh xac diéu gi xay ra, trong mot cin phong khong co ctra so.

T6i tham wdc luong khoang thoi gian bi tri hodn. Pa khoang mot gio
tréi qua, ké tir cudc noi chuyén tham thi ctua Theresa Lee trong hanh lang

i : 13
Ga Trung tam. Nén to1 bi€t khong phai 1la dam FBI[—]
phong tryc chién & New York ctia ho 1 van phong 16n nhat nuéc My, dat

dén tim to1. Van

tai Toa nha Lién bang, gan Toa Thi chinh thanh phd. Mudi phut dé phan
g, mudi phut dé huy dong mot doi, mudi phat dé chay 1én man trén thanh
phé véi xe lip coi hy va dén nhay. Néu 1a FBI thi di co6 mit tir 14u roi.
Nhung néu thé thi con lai mot loat co quan lién bang khac viét tat bang ba
chir cai. Toi dam ca voi ban than rang du ai dang chay dén tim t6i thi déu

[14]

cling c6 hai chit cai cudi cung 1a IA trén phu hiéu cta ho. CIA

1
quan khac méi thanh 1ap gan day va gio van giit bi mat. Nhitng con hoang

. Cuc Tinh bao Trung wong, Cuc Tinh b4do Quan doi. Co thé céc co

loan luc nira dém rat dic trung cho phong cach ciia ho.
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Sau khi gio thtr hai tréi qua, t6i nhan dinh rang chac han ho dang trén

16
duong tur DC[—]
co quan nao khac thi déu co van phong dia ban tién diéu dong hon. Toi

t6i, thé nghia 1a mot co quan dic biét ¢& nho. Chir bat ky

ngimg phong doan, diy ghé lai phia sau va gac hai chan 1én ban lam mot
gic.

T6i khong biét chinh xéc ho 14 ai. Luc ay thi khong. Ho s& khong noi
cho t6i biét. Luc nim gid sang ba ngudi dan 6ng mic com 1& bude vao danh
thie t6i. Ho lich sy va chuyén nghiép. Quan 4o ctia ho thudc mirc gia trung
binh, sach s& phang phiu. Giay danh béng loang. Mt ho sang. Toc ho ngan,
moi cit tia. Guong mat ca ba déu hong hao twoi tinh. Co thé ho ddm nhung

[L7]

co bap. Trong c¢6 vé nhitng ngudi nay cd thé chay ban marathon ma
chang hé han gi, nhung ciing khong vui vé gi. An tuong dau tién cia toi la
ho r0i quin ngli chwa lau. Nhitng nhan vién si quan hiéu chién, dugc sian
doén va tuyén vao mot tda nha xdy bang da nao do bén trong Beltway.
Nhitng nguoi c6 niém tin thuc su, thuc hién cong viée quan trong. Toi yéu
cau cho xem thé, phu hiéu va gidy to Gy nhiém, nhung ho trich din Luat

18 A . . X
18] Vo1 to1 va noi rang ho khong bi budc phai tiét 16 danh phan.

Yéu nudc
C6 1& dung, va chac chian ho rat thich noéi nhu thé. Toi tinh chuyén khong
chiu néi gi dé tra dia, song ho da théy toi tinh toan, nén bén trich dan thém
vai diéu cua luét trén véi toi, 1am cho toi biét chic ré‘mg & ¢6 mot nhi rac
roi chd phia trude néu toi chon cach dy. To6i chang so nhitng ric rdi ay la
mAy, nhung viéc ddy dua véi cac co quan an ninh ngdy nay 1a nén tranh
triét dé. Chac Franz Kafka va George Orwell han sé& cho t6i cing mot 10i
khuyén. Thé nén toi nhin vai béo ho ctr tiép tuc cong vi€c, ctir dat cau hoi ra
di.

Nhitng nguoi nay bat dau bang viéc noi rang ho biét to1 tirng phuc vu
trong quan ngil va rat ton trong diéu ay, nghia 12 mot 161 sdo rong hét suc vé
van, hodc nhirng tay nay muon noi rang ban than ho méi duge tuyén tur luc
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lugng quan canh ra. Chang ai ton trong mot quan canh trir mot quan canh
khac. R6i ho noi ho s& theo doi t6i rat sat va s& biét toi néi that hay noi dbi.
P6 1a diéu hoan toan nham nhi, bdi chi nhitng ngudi giéi nhat trong sb
chung t6i méi c6 thé lam viéc ay, ma nhimng tay nay chang phai hang gioi
nhat trong chung toi, bang khong ho da gitt cac vi tri rat quan trong, nghia
1a ngay lac nay 18 ra ho dang nam nha ngu ngon lanh ¢ mét khu ngoai 6
Virginia, chir chang phai chay tdi chay lui trén cao toc 1-95 giira lic dém
hom.

Nhung t61 chang c6 gi dé che giau, thé nén mot lan nita t61 bao ho ctr
ti€p tuc.

Ho c6 ba van dé quan tam. Mot: Toi1 co biét nguoi phu nir tu sat trén
tau khong? Trude ddy toi timg trong thay co ta hay khong?

To1 ndi, “Khong.” Ngan gon, mém modng, nhe nhang, nhung qua
quye€t.

Ho khong héi thém gi nita. Piéu dé cho tdi biét so bo nhitng ngudi
nay la ai va biét chinh x4c viéc ho dang lam. Ho 1a do1 hang B cua ké nao
d6, dugc diéu lén phia Bic dé bit lai mot cudc diéu tra mé. Ho dang xay
tuong quay kin, chon vui nd, dung 1€n ranh gidi cho mot chuyén ma nguoi
ta moi chi hoi nghi ngd khong biét c6 nén bat tay xem xét hay khong. Ho
mudn ¢6 cau tra 161 pha dinh d6i v6i moi cau hoi dit ra, dé c6 thé khép ho
so va dé van dé duoc yén ngi. Ho mudn tuyét dbi khong duoce co6 dau mdi
so ho nao, va ho khéng mudn giy su cha y d6i véi van dé nay bang cach
bién nd thanh mot tro i xéo to tat. Ho mudn ra vé véi toan bd cau chuyén
duogc lang quén.

Cau hoi tht hai 1a: T6i c6 biét mot phu nir tén Lila Hoth khong?
T6i tra 101 “Khéng,” boi t6i khong biét. Lac ay thi khong biét.
Cau hoi thtr ba 1a mdt cudc no61 chuyén kéo dai hon. Tay chi huy khai

mao. Tay dong vai tro chinh. Ong ta gia hon mot chut va nhd ngudi hon
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mot chut so v6i hai tay con lai. Co thé ciing khon ngoan hon mot chit. Ong
ta cat tiéng, “Ong d4 tiép can nguoi phu ni trén tau.”

To6i khong dap. Toi c6 mat ¢ ddy dé tra 10i cac cau hoi, chir khong
phai binh luan vé cic nhan dinh.

Tay nay hoi, “Ong da dén gan chimg nio?”
“Non hai mét,” t61 n6i. “Cg d6.”

“Co du gan dé cham vao co ta khong?”
“Khong.”

“Gi1a sir 6ng vuon tay ra va co ta cling chia tay ra thi hai nguoi c6 thé
cham tay nhau cht?”

“Co 1€ co,” to1 dap.
“Do 1a cau tra 101 c6 hay khong?”

“P6 1a c6 1&. Toi biét tay minh dai bao nhiéu. T6i khong biét tay co ta
dai chuirng nao.”

“C6 ta c6 chuyén thtr gi cho 6ng khong?”
“Khong.”

“Ong c6 nhan gi tir ¢o ta khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ong c6 1ay gi tir co ta sau khi co ta chét khong?”
“Khong.”

“Co ai khac lay khong?”

“T6i khong trong thiy.”
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“Ong c6 trong thay gi roi tir tay, tGi hay quan 4o ciia co ta ra khong?”
“Khong.”

“C0o ta bao gi ong khong?”

“Khéng gi cy the.”

“C0 ta co noi véi ai khac khong?”

“Khong.”

Tay nay lai hoi, “Phién ong 16n cac tai ra dugc khong?”

T6i nhiin vai. T6i chang c6 gi dé gidu. T6i 1an luot 16n timg thi va don
cac thtr 1én chiéc ban méo mé. Mot xap tién gap vao cung vai dong xu. HO
chiéu cii cua t6i. Thé ATM. Ban chai danh ring kiéu gap. Thé di tau dién
ngam da dua t6i 1én tu ngay tir dau dy. Va tdm danh thiép ctia Theresa Lee.

Tay cam dau dung mot ngodn tay duy nhat dao hét nhirng thir cua toi
lén va gat dau 1am hiéu cho mot trong hai tay chan cia minh, tay nay lai
gan vo khap nguoi t6i dé kiém tra. Anh ta thuc hién cong viéc mot cach ban
chuyén nghiép, khong tim dugc gi thém va lac dau.

Tay chi huy no1, “Xin cam on, 6ng Reacher.”

R6i ho 101 khoi d6, ca ba, nhanh nhu khi vao. Téi hoi ngac nhién,
nhung ciing thdy mimg. Toi cho cac thtr d6 ctia minh vao ti nhu cii va doi
ho rdi han khoi hanh lang réi moi bude ra. Noi ndy yén ang. Toi trong thay
Theresa Lee ngdi ¢ ban chiang lam gi con tay cong sy Docherty cta ¢6 dang
dua mdt nguol dan 6ng ngang qua phong hop td1 mot ngan lam viéc tach
biét & phia sau. Ngudi ndy tim bén muoi tudi, ¢& ngudi trung binh va hét
sttc mét moi. Ong ta mic chiéc 40 phong xam nhian nham va chiéc quan thé
thao day mau do. Ong ta da ra khoi nha ma khong chai toc. Do 1a didu rd
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rang. Té6c mau xam va lia chia t&r tung. Theresa Lee thay t6i nhin lién noi,
“Nguoi nha nan nhan.”

“Cua nguoi phu nir a?”

Lee gt dau. “Trong vi ¢ ay c6 dia chi lién hé. P6 1a em co 4y. Ong
ay ciing 1a canh sat. Mot thanh phd nhé & New Jersey. Ong 4y da chay xe
thang toi day.”

“To1 nghi€p ong ta.”

“T6i biét. Chung toi khong yéu cau dng iy xac minh nhan dang theo
dung quy dinh. C6 Ay nat bét mat roi. Chung toi bao 6ng ay rang phuong an
xtr Iy 1a mot quan tai dong kin. Ong ay hiéu duoc thong diép 4y.”

“Vay ¢6 chic chin d6 1a co ta chu?”

Lee gat dau thém 1an nira. “Dau van tay.”

“Co talaai?”

“To1 khong dugc phép noi.”

“To1 da xong viéc ¢ day chua?”

“Céc nhén vién diéu tra lién bang da xong viéc véi ong chura?”’
“Chéc 1a r6i.”

“Thé thi chudn di. Ong xong viéc rdi.”

T6i di 1én hét cau thang thi Lee goi voi sau lung. Co6 noi, “T6i khong

r _r by

co y gi khi ndi dén viéc day cod ay qua miéng vuc dau.”

“C0, co da co y do,” to1 noi. “Va co 1€ c6 no1 dung.”
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T6i budce vao bau khong khi mat mé cta budi binh minh, ré trai sang
phé 35 va huéng vé phia Pong. Ong xong viéc réi. Nhung khong phai.
Ngay goc phd dang kia 1a bén gi khac dang doi noi chuyén voéi t6i. Ciing
gidng kiéu mdy tay lic ndy, nhung khong phai ngudi cua lién bang. Nhiing
bd com 1& cia ho qua dat tién.
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10

THE GIOI O PAU CONG LA CA MOT KHU RUNG NHIET O],
nhung New York 13 noi tu hoi nhirng diém dic trung nhat ctia né. Thi gi c6
ich & noi khac thi c¢6 tdm quan trong séng con ¢ mot thanh phd 16n. Ta
trong thay bon g dan ong tip trung & mot goc phd doi minh, hoic ta ching
hé do du chay nhu ma dudi theo huéng ngugc lai, hodc ta tiép tuc buoc di
ma chang hé ting hay giam toc hay thay do6i sai chan. Ta nhin vé phia trudc
vo1 vé binh than duogc tinh toan ky, ta do xét nét mat cua ho, ta nhin di1 noi
khac, ctr nhu thé ta dang néi cdc anh chi ¢ thé nay théi ha?

Su that thi, chay la lga chon khon ngoan hon. Tran danh théng loi
nhat 1a tran ta khong phai tham gia. Nhung t6i chua bao gio tw coi minh 13
ké khon ngoan. Chi cimg dau, va doi khi nong nay. Mot s6 ké da cho dudi
méo. Toi thi tiép tuc bude.

Céac bd com 1€ déu c6 mau tim than va trong c6 vé xuat phat to mot
loai ctra hi€u gan bi€n mang mdt cai tén nudc ngoai. Pam dan 6ng trong

e 19
nhiing by trang phuc nay trong c6 vé gidi giang. Nhu céc NCO[_]. Am

trong moi dudng di nude budce trén thé gidi, tu hao vé kha nang hoan thanh
cong viéc. Chac chan dam nay ting 1a ngudi ctia quan doi, hoic ting 1a
nhan vién thi hanh phéap luat, hodc ca hai. Pay 1a loai nguoi da tién thém
mot budc trén bang luong va budc xa mot bude khoéi moi quy dinh va luat
18, va coi rang ca hai budc d6 déu hiru ich nhu nhau.

Chung tach thanh hai cdp khi toi vin con cach bon sai chan. Chira du
chd cho toi budc qua néu t6i mudn, nhung gi bén trai nng ca hai ban tay
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1én mot chit ma vo vao khong khi, dong tac biéu thi ca hai ¥ Xin hdy dirng
lai va Chiing t6i khong c6 gi nguy hiém. Bubc chan tiép theo, toi danh dé
quyét dinh. Ta khong thé dé minh lot vao giita bén ga. Hodc ta dimg lai sém
hoic ta phong qua. Vao thoi diém d6 cac lya chon cia toi van dé ngo. Ding
lai ciing dé, ma di tiép ciing dé. Néu chung khép lai khi toi van dang di
chuyén thi ching s& d6 guc nhu nhitng qué ki bowling. T6i ning trén tram
mét can va di chuyén voi toc do trén sau kilomet mot gio. Ching khong
ning bang, ciing khong di chuyén nhanh bang.

Con hai budce nira, gd cam dau 1én tiéng, “Ching ta n6i chuyén dugc
chu?”

T6i dirng budce. Hoi, “Vé chuyén gi?”
“Ong 1a nhan ching, phai khong?”
“Nhung céc ong l1a ai?”

Tay ndy tra 101 bang cach 1at vat trudc 4o ngoai, tir tir va khong co
chut gi de doa, cho toi thdy chang co gi ngoai 16p 16t xa tanh do va mot
chiéc so mi. Khong sung, khong bao siing, khong thit lung. Ga tho tay phai
vao thi trong bén trai 1dy ra mot tAm danh thiép. Ro6i cti nguoi vé trude dua

: 3 ; . 20
cho t61. D6 1a mgt thir ré tien. Dong dau ghi: Cong ty Sure & Certain[_]

Dong thir hai ghi: Bdo vé, Diéu tra, Can thiép. Dong thir ba ghi mot sé dién
thoai, ma khu vuc 212. Ma vung Manhattan.

, 1
“Kmko’s[_]
nhén dugc ca chin danh thiép ghi John Smith, Vua thé gi6i.”

1a noi tuyét voi,” toi noi. “Phai khong? Co6 khi toi s&
“Danh thiép nay 1a d6 that dy,” ga chi huy noi. “Va chung tdi ciing 1a

hop phap.”

“Céc ong lam viéc cho ai?”
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“Chung t61 khong no6i duge.”
“Thé thi t6i khong thé gitp cac éng roi.”

“Ong noi chuyén véi chiing t61 van tot hon nd1 vai 6ng chu ching toi.
Chuing t61 c6 thé dam bao hanh xir van minh.”

“Gio thi t6i thue su sg day.”

“Chi vai cau hoi thoi. Chi ¢6 thé. Gitip cho chiing toi. Chung t6i chi 1a
nhimng ngudi 1am cong, cb gang dugce tra thu lao. Gidng nhu 6ng.”

“To1 khong phai ngudi lam cong. T61 1a mot quy 6ng nhan nha.”

“The thi clr ng61 canh cao cua 6ng va khinh thuong ching t61 dé roi
hoi han nhé.”

“Nhirng cau héi la gi?”

“C0 ta c6 trao gi cho ong khong?”

“Ai1?”

“Ong biét 1a ai. Ong c6 nhén gi tir c6 ta khong?”
“Va gi nita? Cau hoi tiép theo 1a gi?”

“C0 ta c6 noi gi khong?”

“Co ta néi nhiéu. C6 ta noéi sudt ching duong tir Bleecker dén ga
Trung tam.”

“Noi gi?”
“T6i khong nghe dugc nhidu.”
“Thong tin ha?”

“T6i khong nghe thay.”
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“C6 ta c6 nhéc t6i nhing céi tén khong?”
“C¢ thé da nhic.”

“C6 ta c6 ndi dén cai tén Lila Hoth khong?”
“T6i khong nghe thay thir d6.”

“C0 ta c6 no1 John Sansom khong?”

T6i khong dap. Tay kia hoi, “Thé nao?”

To1 no1, “To1 da nghe cai tén nay & dau do.”
“Tur 6 ta ha?”

“Khong.”

“C0 ta c6 trao cho ong thir gi khong?”

“Thu d6 kiéu gi?”

“Bat ky thir gi.”

“Cho t0i biét diéu do6 c6 gi khac nao.”

“Ong chu chiing t6i mudn biét.”

“Bao ong ta ty dén ma hoi toi.”

“Tét hon nén néi véi chung t6i.”

T6i mim cudi va tiép tuc bude, qua khoang tréng ching da tao ra.
Nhung mdt trong nhitng gi ding bén phai budc sang mot bén va gang day
toi tro lai. Toi tim 14y ca vai va nguc roi day gi ban ra. G lai tn cong toi
lan nita, t6i dimg budc, du trai dir phai rdi chudi vé phia sau gi va day
manh vao lung gi khién gi dam bo vé phia trudc toi. Ao khoac cua g co
mot dudng x¢ ta duy nhat & gitra. May kiéu Phap. Com 18 kiéu Anh chudng
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hai duong xé & hai bén con kiéu Y thi khong xé duong nao. T6i chii xudng
moi tay tim mot dudi 40 va giat manh khién duong may rach toac doc theo
ca phan lung. Roi t6i x6 manh gi nay 1an nita. G nhao vé phia trudc va bo
sang phai. Chiéc 40 ngoai chi con bam vao gi bang phan co 4o. Phia trude
khong c6 khuy, phia sau mé toang, trong hét nhu chiéc 4o ctia bénh nhan.

ROi t6i chay ba budc, ding va ngoai lai. Ctr tiép tuc budc chim chim
s& oai hon nhiéu nhung ciing ngu ngdc hon nhiéu. Khoi phai ban tam suy
nghi 13 t6t rdi, nhung sin sang con tot hon. Bon tén bon chung dang roi vao
khoanh khic khong biét quyét dinh ra sao. Chiing mu6n tim toi. Piéu d6 thi
chéc rdi. Nhung chiing dang & trén phd 35 Tay vao lic binh minh. Vao gio
nay, gan nhu toan bo xe chay trén duong 1a xe canh sat. Thé nén rét cudc
chung chi trimg trimg nhin t6i va bo di. Bén tén bang qua phd 35 theo mot
hang va dén goc phd thi di vé phia Nam.

Ong xong viéc roi.

Nhung chua. T61 xoay nguoi bd di thi mot ngud1 dan 6ng bude ra
khoi don canh sat khu vuc va dudi theo t6i. Chiéc 4o phong xam nhin
nham, chiéc quan thé thao day mau do, toc mau xam lia chia t tung. Nguoi
nha nan nhan. Ngudi em trai. Vién canh sat tir mot thanh phd nho & New
Jersey. Anh ta bat kip toi, tam chat 1y khuyu tay t6i nhu dinh keo va noi
v6i tOi rang anh ta d3 trong thiy toi luc con trong kia va doan t6i 1a nhan
chtng. Ri anh ta bao toi rang chi gai minh khong tu sat.
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TOI PUA NGUOI BPAN ONG TOI mdt quan ca phé trén dai 10 Tam.
Cach day da lau t61 dugc cu to1 tham du mdt hoi thao cua luc luong quan

[22]

nguoi méi bi mat ngudi than. Boi khi quan canh phai chuyén tin dir dén

canh t6 chitc & Fort Rucker =, dé hoc vé su nhay cam dbi véi nhirng
nguoi than. Ching toi goi do 1a cac thong diép chét choc. Hoi ay k¥ ning
cua to1 bi coi la chua du. Toi thuong chi bude vao nha va bao tin cho ho.
T6i nghi d6 13 ban chat ciia mot thong diép. Nhung rd rang toi da sai. Thé
nén t61 dugc cur té1 Rucker. To1 da hoc dugc nhiing diéu hitu ich ¢ do. Tai
hoc cach coi trong cam xuc. Trén hét t6i hoc duge réng cac tiém an, nha
hang va quan ca phé 1a moi trudng thich hop dé chuyén céc tin xau. Khong
khi chén cong cong c6 thé han ché kha ning suy sup, qué trinh goi d6, cho
doi va nhdm nhap s& ngit dong thong tin theo 16i khién cho viéc tiép nhan
né duoc dé dang hon.

Chung t6i chon mot 6 canh mot tim guong. Piéu do ciing c6 tac dung
trg giup. Anh c6 thé nhin nhau qua guong. Mit di mat, song khong thuc sy
nhu vdy. Quan day chimg mot nira. Canh sat tir ddn khu vuc téi, canh 1ai xe
taxi trén duong t&i cac ga ra khu West Side. Ching t61 goi ca phé. Toi cling
mudn goi ca dd an, nhung toi s& khong an néu anh ta khong an. Nhu thé 1a
thiéu t6n trong. Anh ta bao minh khong déi. T6i ngdi im lang, cho doi. Dé
cho ho néi trude, cac chuyén gia tim 1y & Rucker d3 bao thé.

Nguoi dan 6ng ndi voi té1 anh ta 1a Jacob Mark. Nguyén thuy la
Markakis thoi 6ng noi anh ta, cai thoi mot cai tén Hy Lap chang c6 ich cho
ai, trir phi nguoi d6 1am trong nganh an udng, ma 6ng cia anh ta lai khong
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lam nghé d6. Ong anh ta 1am trong nganh xay dung. Vi thé méi doi tén.
Anh ta bao toi c6 thé goi anh 1a Jake. Toi bao anh c6 thé goi tdi 1a Reacher.
Anh bao t6i anh 1a canh sat. Toi bao rang mot thoi toi cling da 1a canh sat,
trong quan doi. Anh ndi rang anh khong cé gia dinh, séng mot minh. Toi
bao toi ciing thé. Hay thiét 1ap nhirng diém chung, cc thay & Rucker da day
ma. Quan sat gin va bo qua su 161 thoi bén ngoai cua anh ta, Mark 1a ngudi
chin chu. Anh c6 16p vé hao nhoang nhudm sy mét moi cia canh sat, nhung
ding sau d6 1a mot ngudi dan ong binh thudng sdng ¢ ngoai 6. Néu gip mot
nha hudng nghiép khéc thi c6 1€ anh ta da trd thanh gido vién day khoa hoc
hay nha si hay quan 1y ban phy ting 6 t6. Anh ngoai bon muoi tudi, toc da
nga gan hét sang mau xam, song guong mit tréng con tré, khong c6 nép
nhin. Hai mat anh mau sim, mé to va nhin cham cham, nhung diy chi la
tam thoi. Vai gio trudc, lic di ngil, chic chian anh con 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng
dién trai. Toi thdy quy anh khi nhin anh, va thuong cho hoan canh ciia anh.

Jake hit mot hoi va bao t6i rang chi gai anh tén Susan Mark. Mot thoi
tén Susan Molina, song da ly di nhiéu nam va l4y lai tén thoi con gai. Hién
séng mot minh. Anh néi vé chi gai bé‘mg dong tir thot hién tai. Con lau anh
ta m&i chép nhén ndi thuc té.

Anh n6i: “Khong thé c6 chuyén chi 4y ty sat. Chi 1a khong thé nao.”
To1 noi: “Jake nay, t61 da ¢ do.”

Nit phuc vu mang ca phé téi va ching t6i ngdi yén lang mot lac nham
nhi ca phé. Cho thoi gian qua di, 3 mot chit sy that nita ngdm vao. Cac
chuyén gia tim 1y & Rucker da noi rd: nhitng ngudi méi mat nguoi than co
chi s6 IQ cta cho san Labrador. Thiéu té nhi, boi ho 1a nguol quan doi,
nhung lai chinh xac, bd1 ho 1a chuyén gia tam 1y.

Jake noi, “Vay hay noi cho to61 nghe chuyén da xay ra.”

T61 hoi, “Anh qué ¢ dau?”
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Anh néi tén mot thanh phd nhé ¢ Bic New Jersey, nam sdu trong
pham vi mang ludi tau dién ngam cta bang New York, ddy nhimg ngudi
dung phuong tién giao thong cong cong di vé 1am viéc trong ngay va cac ba
me sudt ngay dua don con céi, gidu co, an toan, théa man. Anh cho biét co
quan canh sat duoc cap ngan sach du da, trang bi tot, nhin chung 1a khong
thiéu nhan sy. T6i hoi anh xem co quan anh c6 mdt ban sao cia ban danh
sach Israel hay khong. Anh ta bao rang sau vu Thap Poi, moi co quan canh
sat & dat nudc nay déu chim ngap trong gidy td, moi canh sat déu duoc yéu
cau hoc tung diém mot cia moi danh sach.

T6i ndi, “Chi gai anh hanh dong la 1am, Jake. Co ay thé hién moi dau
hiéu. C6 ay trong giéng nhu mot ké danh bom tu sat.”

“V§ van,” anh noi, ding nhu mdt nguoi em trai tot can noi.

“Rd rang 1a c6 ay khong phai thé roi,” toi noi. “Nhung néu 1a toi thi
anh ciing s& nghi nhu vay. Khi di dugc dio tao, anh s& phai nghi nhu thé.”

“Vay thi ban danh sach néi nhiéu vé tu sat hon 1a danh bom.”
“R rang roi.”

“Chi 4y khong phai nguoi khong hanh phiic.”

“Chac chan 1 co diy.”

Anh ta khong tra 10i. Chung t6i nhap thém chit ca phé nita. Nguoi ta
dén va di. Hoa don duoc thanh toan, tién boa duogc dé lai. Xe co dong dan
trén dai 16 Tam.

T6i ndi, “Noi cho t6i nghe vé co dy di.”
Jake hoi, “Chi 4y dung sung kiéu gi?”
“Mot khau Ruger Speed-Six cii.”

“Sting cuia b t6i. Chi 4y thira ké khau d6.”
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“C6 ay song & dau? O day, trong thanh phd a?”

Anh ta lic dau. “Annandale, Virginia.”

“Anh c6 biét 1a c6 4y Ién trén nay khong?”” Anh ta lai lic dau.

“Vi sao ¢0 ay t6i day?”

“To6i khong biét.”

“Sao co éy lai mic mot chiée 4o khoac mua dong?”

“To6i khong biét.”

T6i ndi, “Mot s6 nhan vién diéu tra lién bang da toi dat cau hoi voi
t6i. R6i mot s6 tay 1am thué gap toi, ngay trudc khi anh gip. Tat ca déu noi

vé mot phu nit tén Lila Hoth. Anh d3 bao gio nghe thay cai tén d6 tir chi
minh chua?”

“Chua.”
“Thé con John Sansom?”’

“Ong ta 12 mot nghi si bang North Carolina. Mudn tré thanh thuong
nghi si. Mot tay rat cing ran.”

T6i gat dau. Toi 10 md nhé. Mua bau cir dang ting nhiét. Toi da thay
nhimg bai viét trén bio va phong su trén truyén hinh. Sansom 1a mot tay
budc vao chinh truong mudn, hién 1a mot ngdi sao dang 1én. Ong ta duogc
nhin nhan 13 nguoi cing ran, khong khoan nhuong. Va day tham vong. Ong
ta da kinh doanh thanh cong mot thoi gian va trude d6 da thanh cong trong
quan doi. Ong ta ngdm néi tdi sy nghiép vinh quang trong Luc lugng Pic
biét ma khéng cung cip thong tin chi tiét. Sy nghiép trong Luc luong Dic
biét 1a hiru ich cho may chuyén d6. Hau hét nhiing viéc ho lam déu bi mat,
hodc ¢6 thé duge goi 1a bi mat.
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T6i hoi, “Chi anh ¢6 bao gid nhac ti Sansom khong?”
Anh dap, “Téi khong nghi 14 timg nhac.”

“Co ay co biét ong ta khong?”

“T6i khong thé thay lam thé nao chi 4y quen ong ta duoc.”
T6i hoi, “Co ay kiém song bang nghé gi?”

Anh ta khong néi cho toi biét.
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ANH TA KHONG CAN PHAI BAO TOI. T6i di biét nhiéu thong tin
du dé doan ra gan dung. Nhitng ddu van tay cta co trong hd so va ba nhin
vién 14 cuu si quan v6i gwong miat hong hao kia hoc tde chay hét ca duong
cao toc téi gip t6i nhung lai ra di chi sau vai phat. Thé tirc 1a Susan Mark
han thudc mot don vi nao do trong quan do1, nhung khong co vi tri cao. Va
co ta song & Annandale, Virginia. Theo nhu t6i nhé thi nim ¢ Tay Nam
Arlington. C6 khi d4 thay doi ké tir 1an gan nhat t6i c6 mat & d6. Nhung c6
1& van 1a mot noi tot dé séng, va van 1a tuyén duong tau dién thuan loi téi
tda nha van phong 16n nhat thé giéi. Puong 244, tir dau no téi dau kia.

“Co ay lam ¢ Lau Nam goc,” to1 noi.

Jake bao, “Chi ay khong dugc phép noi chuyén vé cong viéc cua
minh.”

To1 lac dau. “Néu do thuc sy la bi mat, c6 ay da no1 véi anh rang cod
ay lam viéc cho mdt ctra hang Wal-Mart.”

Anh ta khong tra 101.

T6i néi: “Mot thoi t6i dd co phong lam viée trong Lau Nam goc. Toi
quen noi d6. Khong tin cit thir kiém tra.”

Jake ngung mot chut roi nhin vai noi, “Susan 1a nhan vién dan su.
Nhung chi 4y 1am cho cong viéc nghe c6 vé tha vi. Chj toi lam viéc cho mot
co quan tén la CGUSAHRC. Chi 4y khong bao gid noi cho toi nghe nhiéu
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vé co quan nay. Chi 4y lam nhu noi d6 cr hé nhic dén 1a phai tham thi bi
mat ay. Gio' day nguoi ta khong thé néi nhiéu, sau vu Thap Doi.”

“Do khong phdi mdt co quan,” to6i ndi. “Do la mot nguoi.
CGUSAHRC nghia la Commanding General, United States Army, Human
[23]

vé nhan sy. Cong vi¢e lién quan t61 ho so, gidy to.”

Resources Command —. Va nd chang thi vi lam dau. D6 1a mot co quan

Jake khong néi gi. Toi nghi t6i da 1am anh phat ¥, khi lam giam tam
quan trong cong vi¢c cua chi gai anh. Co khi cudc hoi thao & Rucker chua
day du cho toi. C6 18 toi di phai chi y nhiéu hon méi dang. Im ling kéo dai
qua mirc mot chit va tré nén kho xa. Toi hoi, “Co ay cd ndi cho anh biét
chut gi vé né khong?”

“Khoéng han. C6 1& chang c6 gi nhiéu dé ké.” Anh noi ciu nay voi
giong 16 chat cay dang, nhu thé chi gai minh bi bat qua tang néi dbi vay.

To1 noi: “Nguoi ta to vé moi thir, Jake. Do 1a ban chit con nguoi. Va
thuong thi viéc d6 khong co gi hai ca. Co khi ¢6 Ay chi mudn canh tranh,
boi anh 1a canh sat.”

“Chting t61 khong gan giii v6i nhau.”
“Anh v6i ¢ dy van 1a ngudi nha ma.”
“T6i dodn 1a thé.”

“C6 4y c6 thich cong viéc khong?”

“C6 vé thich. Chic chan viéc d6 hop vai chi dy. Chi t6i ¢6 nhitng ky
nang hop véi mot co quan 1am vé ho so. Tri nhd tuyét voi, ti mi, rat c6 tinh
t6 chtre. Chi dy gioi str dung may tinh.”

Su yén lang trd lai. T61 lai bat dau nghi vé Annadale. Mot cong déng
d& chiu nhung khéng c6 gi ndi bat. Co ban 1a mot khu chung cu. Trong diéu
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kién hién tai thi noi d6 chi c6 mot déc diem 16n.
N6 cach rat xa thanh ph6é New York.
Chi dy khéng phai nguwoi khéng hanh phiic.
Jake 1én tiéng, “Gi vay?”
T6i dap, “Khéng c6 gi. Khong lién quan dén chuyén cua ti.”
“Nhung cai gi cht?”
“Chi suy nghi thoi.”
“V& chuyén gi?”
Nhiéu hon nhitng gi chi nhin thdy tir bén ngodi.
T6i hoi. “Anh lam canh st dugc bao 1au rdi?”
“Muoi tdim nam.”
“0 yén mot noi ca a?”

“T6i huan luyén trong v&i canh sat dia phuong. Sau d6 t6i chuyén.
Nhu mot hé théng nong trang vay.”

“Anh timg thdy nhiéu vu tu sat ¢ Jersey chua?”

“Mbt dén hai vu mdi nam, co 18 thé.”

“C0 ai thay nhimng vu 4y chuan bi dién ra khong?”
“Khong han. Thudng nhitng vu d6 dién ra rat bat ngo.”
“Nhu vu nay.”

“Dling thé.”

“Nhung sau moi vy hdn phai ¢6 1y do nao d6.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ludn thé. Tai chinh, tinh duc, mdt vi¢éc khon nan nao day chuan bi
vo 16.”

“Thé 1a chic chan chi anh d3 phai c6 mot 1y do.”

“T6i khong biét 1a gi.”

T6i mot 1an nita im lang. Jake noé1, “Noi ra di. Cho to1 biét.”
“Khong phai trach nhiém cua to1.”

“Anh timg 13 canh sat,” anh no6i. “Anh dang thay diéu gi d6.”

Toi gat dau va noi, “Toi doan 1a trong sO6 nhitng vu ty sat anh tung
biét, c6 18 bay trong s6 muoi vu dién ra & nha, ba vu con lai thi ho danh xe
té1 mot doan duong noi hat dia phuong va giat van x4 khi la xong.”

“{t nhiéu nhu thé.”

“Nhung luon & mot noi nao d6 quen thugc. Noi nao d6 c6 doc va yén
tinh. Ludn 12 mgt dang dich dén. Anh dén d6, anh tran tinh ban than, anh

hanh dong.”
“Anh dang néi gi thé?”

“To1 dang noi rang t61 chua bao gio nghe no61 vé mdt vu ty st ma
nguoi ta di chuyén khoi nha vai tram dam va tu sat khi chuyén di van dang
dién ra.”

“T61 da né1 voi anh ro1 do.”

“Anh noi véi toi rang co Ay khong tu sat. Nhung co dy da lam thé. Toi
da trong thay c6 Ay 1am viéc d6. Nhung t6i dang néi rang co dy lam viéc do
mot cach hét sirc khong binh thudong. Thuc té 13 toi khong nghi trude day
timg nghe vé vu tu sat nao dién ra trong mot toa xe dién ngam. C6 thé 1a
bén dudi, chir khong phai trong toa. Anh da bao gid nghe vé vu tur sat ndo
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dién ra trén phuong tién giao thong cong cong, trong lic né dang chay
chua?”

“Thé thi sao chu?”
“Chang sao ca. Toi chi hoi, c6 vay thoi.”
“Tai sao thé?”

“Boi vi 1a thé. Hay nghi nhu mot canh sat di, Jake. Khong phai véi tu
cach mot nguoi em. Anh 1am gi khi moi chuyén qua bat thuong?”

“Ta dao sau hon.”
“Thé thi lam di.”
“Viéc d6 s& khong thé dua chj toi tro lai.”

“Nhung hiéu dugc mot viée s& rat co ich.” Do cling 1a mot khai niém
nguoi ta day & Fort Rucker. Nhung khong phai day trong 16p hoc tam 1y.

T6i dung thém mot lugt ca phé con Jacob Mark cam mot goi dudng
1én 14t di 14t lai giira cac ngodn tay, dé dudng bot chay tir dau nay sang dau
kia cua tui giéy hinh chit nhat, roi qua roi lai, nhu mot chiéc déng ho cat.
T6i ¢6 thé thiy rang dau anh ta dang hoat dong nhu mot canh sat con trai
tim anh lam viéc voi chtic ning mot ngudi em. Tat ca déu thé hién qua nét
mat anh. Pdo sdu hon. Viéc d6 sé khéng thé dwa chi toi tré lai.

Anh hoi, “Con gi khac khong?”
“Co mot hanh khach bo di trude khi NYPD kip tiép can.”
“Ai?”

“Chi 12 mot nguoi dan 6ng. Canh sat cho rang tay d6 khong mudn luu
tén trén hé théng. Ho nhan dinh ré‘mg co 1€ tay do6 dang dbi vo.”

“Co the.”
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“Ping,” t61 no1. “Co the.”
“Va gi?”

“Ca nhan vién diéu tra lién bang 1dn may tay lam thué déu hoi t6i la
chi gai anh c6 dua cho toi thir gi khong.”

“Thu kiéu gi?”

“Ho khong noi cu thé. Toi doan 14 thir gi d6 nho nho.”
“Bon nguoi lién bang 1a ai?”

“Ho khong no61.”

“Con nhirng ké lam thué 1a ai?”

T6i nhac ngudi 1én khoi ghé, 1dy tim danh thiép tir tGi hau ra. Loai ré
tién, da bi nhan, bj nhudm xanh mot chat tir chiée quén bo cua toi. Quﬁn
moi, chit nhuém méi. Toi dat tim danh thiép 1én ban, quay nguoc lai, dy
sang phia kia ban. Jake doc cham rai, c6 1€ doc hai lan. Cong ty Sure &
Certain. Bdo vé, Piéu tra, Can thiép. S6 dién thoai. Anh ta lay may di dong
bam s6. Toi nghe thdy khoang ngat va tiéng chuéng vui nhon nho nhé ba
tiéng mot, réi mot tin nhan dwoc ghi 4m sin. Jake gip may di dong va bao,
“Khoéng hoat dong. S6 ma.”
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TOI GOI THEM MOT LUQT CA PHE NUA. Jake chi chim chim
nhin nit nhan vién phuc vu nhu thé chua bao gio nghe néi téi nghé cua cod
ta. R6t cudc co ta phat chan bo di. Jake ddy tra tAm danh thiép cho toi. Toi
nhat n6 1én dut tai con anh thi no1, “To61 khong thich chuyén nay.”

To1 no1, “To1 cling khong thich.”
“Chung ta nén tré lai néi chuyén véi NYPD.”

“Co ay da tu sat, Jake. D6 1a diém mau chdt. Do 1a tat ca nhimng gi ho
mudn biét. Ho khong quan tdm viéc d6 dién ra thé nao hodc & dau hay tai

29

$a0.
“Ho nén quan tam.”
“C¢ 18 thé. Nhung ho khong quan tdm. Anh c6 quan tim khong?”

“C6 1& khong,” anh ta dap. T6i nhin thay hai mat Jake vo hon. Co 18
anh dang diém lai nhitng vu cii cia minh trong dau. Nhitng ngéi nha rong
16n, nhitng con duong day 14, nhitng ludt su song xa hoa bang tién danh
dum cua khach hang, khong thé 1am duoc gi tdt, rat chay trudce khi b1 mang
tiéng, dinh bé bdi hay bi khai trir khoi doan luat su. Hodc cac gido vién, véi
cac hoc sinh dinh bau. Hodc nhiing nguoi dan ong trong gia dinh, véi nguoi
tinh dong tinh & Chelsea hay West Village. Cac canh sat dia phuong, day su
khéo 1€o va cam thong, voc dang to 16n, tham nhdp vao cac khu dan cu yén
tinh, gon gang, kiém tra hién truong, xac dinh cac bang chimg, danh may
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bao cdo, khép ho so, quén, chuyén sang vu viéc tiép theo, khong quan tam
thé nao, & dau hay tai sao.

Jake néi, “Anh c6 mot gia thuyét 4?”

T6i ndi, “Con qua sém dé hinh thanh mot gia thuyét. Tat ca nhiing gi
chang ta dat dugc cho dén gio 1a cac thuc té.”

“Nhitng thuc t& nao?”
“Lau Nam Goc khong hoan toan tin tudng chi anh.”
“No1 vay nghe dau.”

“Co ay nam trong danh sach bj theo ddi, Jake. Chac chan 1a thé. Ngay
khi tén ¢6 ay dugc nhip vao hé thdng, nhing tay nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang kia 1én duong ngay. Ba ga ca thay. Bo 1a mot quy trinh.”

“Ho da khong ¢ lau.”

To6i gat dau. “Thé nghia 1a ho khong nghi ngd nhiéu lim. Ho than
trong, chi co thé thoi. C6 khi trong dau ho nghi dén chuyén lat vat gi do,
nhung ho khong thuc su tin. Ho dén day dé loai trir kha nang no ton tai.”

“Loai chuyén gi?”

“Théng tin,” toi néi. “Do 1a tat ca nhirng gi B Tu 1énh Nhan lyc ¢6.”
“Ho nghi 1a chi t6i dang chuyén giao thong tin a2”

“Ho muén loai trir kha nang do.”

“Nghia 13 ¢ thoi diém nao d6 ho cho rang 6 viée do.”

T6i gat dau lan nita. “Co 18 nguoi ta di trong thay ¢ 4y ¢ trong mot
van phong khong nén vao, md mot ta hd so khong nén mé. Co 18 ho cho
rang ¢6 mot 10i giai thich khong lién quan, nhung ho mubn chac chan. Hoic
c6 18 mot thr gi d6 bi mat, ho khong biét theo ddi ai nén theo ddi toan bo.”
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“Loai thong tin nao?”
“T6i khong biét.”
“Kiéu nhu mét hd so bi sao chup ha?”

“Nho hon thé,” t6i néi. “Mot mau gidy gip vao, mot thé nhd may
tinh. Thir gi d6 c6 thé trao tay trén mot toa xe dién ngam.”

“Chi 4y 1a nguoi yéu nude. Chi iy yéu diat nudc minh. Chi 4y s&
khong lam viéc do.”

“Va cb 4y da khong lam viéc d6. C6 ay khong dwa tht gi cho ai ca.”
“Vay la chung ta khong co gi hét.”

“Chung ta c6 viéc chi anh ¢ cach nha vai tram ddm vé1 mot khau sing
da nap dan.”

“Va lo sg,” Jake noi.
“Mac 4o khoac mua dong khi thoi ti€t nong trén ba muoi d9.”

“V6i hai céi tén nhay nhot trong dau,” anh noi. “John Sansom va Lila
Hoth, du ¢6 ta 1a ké quai quy nao. Ma Hoth nghe c6 vé 1a tén nudc ngoai.”

“Co mot thoi Markakis ciing thé.”

Anh ta mdt lan nita im ling va t6i nhap ca phé. Trén dai 16 Tam dong
xe ¢0 chay cham hon. Gid cao diém budi sang dang hinh thanh. Mat tro1 da
1én, hoi chéch vé phia Pong Nam. Nhiing tia nang khong thang hang voi
nhitg dudng ké trén phd. Chung tao thanh mot goc thap va dd bong chéo,
dai.

Jake 1én tiéng, “Hay cho t6i diém dé bat dau.”

T6i bao, “Chung ta khong biét du.”
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“Suy doan di.”

“To1 khong thé. T61 c6 thé nghi ra mot cau chuyén, nhung n6 s¢€ day
cac 10 hong. Ma trén hét né c6 thé 1a mot cau chuyén hoan toan sai.”

“Ctr thir xem. Cho t6i diéu gi d6. Nhu 1 dong ndo ay.”

T6i nhiin vai. “Anh di bao gio gip tay ndo ting nam trong Luc luong
bac biét chua?”

“Hait hay ba gi d6. C6 khi bon hodc ndm, néu tinh ca nhitng canh sat
tuan tra xa 10 ma to1 biét.”

“C6 1& anh chua gip dau. Hau hét nhimg su nghiép trong Lyuc luong
Pic biét chua bao gio thuc su xay ra. Kiéu nhu nhitng ngudi tuyén bd da

[24]

dén ca muoi triéu ngudi. Hay nhu nhitng ngudi dan New York dé nhin thay

tung & Woodstock ay. Cr tin tat ca ho di, cai dam dong hoi ddy phai

hai chiéc may bay dam vao hai toa thap. Tat ca da trong thay, cir nghe ho thi
nhu thé. Khi 4y chiang c6 ai nhin di chd khac ca. Nhitng ké néi minh nam
trong Luc luong Pic biét thudng 1a ba hoa thoéi. Hau hét chiang bao gio
thoat ra khoi bd binh. Mot s6 con chua bao gio qua quan doi nita kia. Nguoi
ta hay t6 v€ moi thu.”

“Nhu chi t61.”
“Do 1a ban chat con nguoi.”
“Y anh la gi?”

“T6i dang suy nghi vé nhimng gi ching ta c6. Chung ta c6 hai cai tén
xuét hién ngau nhién, roi mua bau cu dang bat du, con chi anh thi lam
trong Phong Nhan lyc.”

“Anh nghi 1a John Sansom dang n61 dé1 vé qua khir cia minh sao?”
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“Co 1€ khong,” t61 néi. “Nhung do6 1a mang thuong dugc cuong dicu.
Ma chinh trj 13 viéc ban thiu. Anh c6 thé c4 rang ngay lic nay dang co ké
nao d6 kiém tra ngudi di gidt ui do cho Sansom hai muoi nam trude, xem
hdi d6 hin ta co thé xanh hay khong. Chang can nghi ciing biét 12 ngudi ta
dang xac minh tiéu sir thuc sy ciia 6ng ta. La mon thé thao tam qubc gia

29

day.

“Thé thi ¢6 thé Lila Hoth 13 nha bao. Hoic nha nghién ctru. Kénh tin
tic trén truyén hinh cap, hodc 13 gi d6. Hodc chuong trinh ddi thoai trén dai
phat thanh.”

“C6 thé co ta la doi1 tha cua Sansom.”

“Khong phai ngudi c6 tén nhu thé dau. Khong phai & North
Carolina.”

“Puogc roi, vay ta hdy cho c¢0 ta l1a nha bao hodc nha nghién ctru. Co
thé c6 ta dang gay strc ép véi mot nhan vién Phong Nhan luc dé 1iy ho so
vé thoi quan ngii ciia Sansom. C6 thé co ta da chon chi anh.”

“Cong cu cua co ta la gi?”

T6i noi, “Po 1a 16 hong 16n dau tién trong cau chuyén.” Ma thyc té 1a
vay. Susan Mark da tuyé€t vong va s¢ hai. That kho tudng tuong ndi mot nha
bao ¢6 dugc cong cu manh nhu thé. Canh nha bao co thé khéo 1¢o 1ai va day
strc thuyét phuc, song chflng a1 dac biét s¢ ho.

“Susan theo dang phai chinh tri nao khong?” t61 hoi.
“Tai sao 6ng hoi thé?”

“Co thé co 4y khong thich Sansom. Khong thich nhiing gi ong ta dai
dién. Co thé co dy dang hop tac. Hodc tinh nguyén.”

“Vay tai sao chi éy so hdi dén nhu thé?”
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“Vi c0 ay dang vi pham phép luat,” t61 n6i. “Co ay han da sg xanh dit
nhai ro1.”

“Con tai sao chi ay lai mang sung?”
“Théng thuong cd ay co6 mang theo sing khong?”

“Khoéng bao gio. Do 1a d6 thira ké. Chi 4y cét no trong ngin kéo quan
40, nhu ngudi ta van lam.”

T6i nhun vai. Khau stng 1a 16 hong 16n tha hai trong cau chuyén.
Nguoi ta ldy sung khoi ngin kéo vi vo van 1y do. Phong vé, tin cong.
Nhung khong doi nao 1ay chi dé phong khi ban than ho dot nhién mubn ty
sat & moOt noi cach xa nha.

Jake néi, “Susan khong niang quan diém chinh trj lam.”
“Puoc roi.”

“Vi thé khong thé c6 mbi lién hé v6i Sansom.”

“Thé tai sao tén 6ng ta xuat hién?”

“T6i khong biét.”

T6i ndi, “Han 14 Susan di 1ai xe di. Khong thé mang stng 1én may
bay. C6 khi bay gid xe ¢6 4y dang bi kéo di. Chic chin cb dy di di qua
duong ham Holland va dau xe & méi trong trung tim thanh phd.”

Jake khong tra 161. Ca phé cua to1 da lanh. Nt nhan vién phuc vy da
ngimg rot thém. Ban chung t6i chang sinh 13i may. Nhitng ban khac d3 d6i
dén hai luot khach réi. Nhitng ngudi dang 1am viéc, di lai nhanh, nap niang
luong, chuan bj sin sang cho mdt ngay ban ron. Toi hinh dung Susan Mark
mudi hai gio trude, dang san sang cho mdt dém ban ron. Mic dd. Tim khau
sung cua cha c0, nap dan, nhét n6 vao chiéc tai den. Leo 1én xe, chay theo
duong 236 toi Beltway, xudi chiéu kim dong ho, co thé d6 xing, di vao
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duong 95, hudng 1én phia Bic, hai mat md to tuyét vong, xuyén thing man
dém phia trude.

Suy doan di, Jake di néi. Nhung dot nhién toi khong mudn doan. Bai
dau toi c6 thé nghe tiéng néi cua Theresa Lee. Nit tham tir. Ong da ddy ¢é
day qua miéng viee. Jake thay t6i nghi ngoi gi d6 lién hoi, “Gi thé?”

“Chiing ta hdy gia dinh vé& cong cu tac dong,” t6i néi. “Ta hiy cho
rang né cuc ky manh. Thé nén ta hdy cho rang Susan dang trén duong di
chuyén thong tin ma c6 iy da dugc yéu cau thu thap, bit ké 13 thong tin gi.
Va ta hdy coi bon d6 1a nguoi xau. Co ay da khong tin 12 bon ngudi 4y s&
nha bat ctr thtr gi ma chung dung dé ché ngu c¢o y. Co 1& ¢6 ay nghi rang
chung s& cr vién vao day ma doi hoi thém. Co dy da vao va khong thay
duong ra. Trén hét, cd ay rat so bon chung. Thé nén co 4y tuyét vong. Nén
¢ ay lay khau stng. C6 thé co6 dy nghi minh c6 thé chién dau thoat ra,
nhung lai khong lac quan vé co hoi ctia ban than. Tém lai 1 c6 ay khong
nghi rang moi chuyén s& két thuc tét dep.”

“Thé thi sa0?”

“C0 ay co6 nhiing viéc can lam. Co ay da gan dat dugc viéc do6. Chang
bao gio co ay dinh tu sat.”

“Nhung con ban danh sach thi sao? Cac hanh vi ay?”

“Ciling la su khac biét nhu thé thoi,” t6i nodi. “Chi anh dang trén
duong toi noi ¢ dy nghi rang s& co ké két 1iéu doi minh, c6 1& theo mot
cach khac, theo nghia bong hodc nghia den.”
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JACOB MARK noi, “Viéc ay khong 1y giai duoc vé chiéc 4o khoac.”
Nhung t6i nghi anh d4 sai. Téi cho 1a no 1y giai rat dung vé chiéc 4o khoac.
Vand 1y giai cho thuc té rang c6 da dau xe & trung tdm thanh phé roi di 1én
bang tau dién ngam. Toi nghi 1a c¢6 dang tim cach dbi dau véi ké co sé gip
tr mot goc bat ngo, chui 1én tor mot cai hd trén nén dét, trong tay co vii khi,
mic toan do den, san sang d6i pho véi cude dung do trong bong dém. Co 18
chiéc 40 parka mua dong 1a chiéc 40 khoac den duy nhat ¢6 co.

Va no cling 1y gidi cho moi thtr khac. Sy s¢ hdi, cam gidc u am. Co6 1€
14m bam 1a kiéu ¢b luyén nhiing 161 khén cau, bao chita, tranh c3i hodc thim
chi nhitng 161 de doa. C6 thé viéc lip di lap lai nhitng diéu ay da khién
chung tro nén co sire thuyét phuc hon véi cd. Pang tin hon. Viing da hon.

Jake noi, “Khong thé c6 chuyén chi ay dang trén dudng chuyén thir gi
d6, boi chi 4y khong mang gi theo minh.”

“Co thé co6 4y dd mang gi d6,” toi noi. “Trong dau cd 4y. Anh di bao
t6i rang co Ay co tri nhé tuyét voi ma. Cac don vi, ngdy thang, biéu do thoi
gian, bat ky thr gi ching can.”

Anh ta ngimng lai, ¢6 tim mét 1y do phan bac.
Nhung khong duoc.

“Thong tin mat,” Jake no1. “Bi mat quan sy. Chua o1, to1 khong thé tin

“C0 ay bi suc €p, Jake.”
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“Nhiing loai bi mat nao ma mot co quan nhan su lai gitt co chu, lai co
gia tri du khién nguoi ta phai mat mang chu?”

T6i khong tra 10i. Boi toi khong biét. Hoi toi con lam viée, HRC dugc
goi la PERSCOM. Phong Nhan su, khong phai Phong Nhan lgc. Toi phuc
vu sudt muoi ba nim ma khong khi nao nghi téi né. Khéng mot 1an nao.
Cong viéc lién quan toi gidy to va hd so. Tat ca nhiing thong tin dang quan
tAm nam & mot noi khac.

Jake ngo ngudy trén ghé. Anh suc cic ngdn tay vao mai toc chua goi,
6p hai 1ong ban tay vao hai tai ma xoay dau theo diing mot vong hinh 6 van,
nhu thé anh dang 1am cho ¢6 b6t cimg, hay boc 16 con khung hoang nao do
bén trong dang dua anh di dang mdt vong, trd lai cau héi 16n nhat.

Anh cét tiéng, “Vay tai sao? Sao chi t61i chi chay Ién déy va tu sat
trude khi téi noi chi dy dang dén?”

T6i ngimg mot chut. Nhimg tiéng On do trong quan phat ra xung
quanh chung t6i. Tiéng gidy miét kin kit trén 16p trai san, tiéng va cham, co
xat ctia d6 st, 4m thanh tin tic phét ra tir cic man hinh gan cao trén tudng,
tiéng leng keng ctia chudng goi nhan vién phuc vu.

“Co 4y dang vi pham phap luat,” toi noi. “C6 4y pha v& moi hinh thirc
tin twdng va nhimg nghia vu nghé nghiép. Va chac han c6 ay da nhin ra mot
hinh thitc do tham nao d6. C6 thé thim chi ¢ éy dd duoc canh bao. Thé nén
chi anh cing thang, ngay tir khi c6 iy budc vao xe. Sudt ching dudng 1én
day co 4y quan sat guong chiéu hau dé theo ddi nhitng anh dén do. Moi
canh sat & moi diém thu phi déu 12 mot mdi de doa tiém tang. Mdi mot tay
nao mic d6 vest ma co 4y nhin thiy déu c6 thé 1a nhan vién lién bang. Va
trén tau, bat ky ké nao trong chung t6i déu c6 thé 1a nhimng ké sin sang tan
cong co ay.”

Jake khong noi gi.
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To1 nodi, “Va rdi toi tiép can co ay.”
“Va gi nra?”

“Co 4y noi gian. Susan nghi toi sap bat gilt co 4y. Ngay khi 4y va
ngay tai d6, cudc choi két thuc. C6 Ay d3 o cudi con dudng. C6 4y hanh
dong ciing chét, khong hanh dong ciing chét. Co6 ay khong thé tién 1én,
khong thé 1ui lai. C6 4y di bi cai bay. Bat ky de doa nao bon chung sir dung
nham vao cb iy déu s& qua di, con ¢ 4y s& vao ti.”

“Vi sao chi toi nghi anh s& bat gitr chi ay?”
“Han c6 ay nghi toi 1a canh sat.”

T6i la canh sat, t61 43 noi thé. Téi cé thé givip c6. Chiing ta cé thé néi

chuyén.
“C0 ay hoang tudng,” to1 noi. “Do 1a diéu co thé hicu.”

“Anh khong trong giéng canh sat. Anh trong giéng nhu thang cau bo
cau bat. Kha ning cao hon 1a Susan nghi anh tin cong chi 4y dé cudp tién
1€.”

“C6 khi co6 ay nghi t61 1a canh sat chim.”

“Anh bdo rang chi t61 1a nhan vién lam vé ho so. Chi ay phai biét cac
canh sat chim trong ra sao.”

“Jake, toi xin 11, nhung t6i di bao ¢ ay rang toi 1a canh sat.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“T6i nghi ¢6 ay 1a ké mang bom. Téi chi dang cd gang vuot qua ba
gidy tiép theo ma co ay khong phai bam nut. Toi san sang néi bat ky diéu

Yy

gi.
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Anh ta hoi, “Chinh xac thi anh da n6i gi?” Thé nén t61 thuat cho anh
ta bi€t, roi thi anh noi: “Chua o1, nghe nhu chuyén tao lao v& van vé dic vu
ndi gian ay.”

Toi nghi 6ng da day co day qua miéng vuc.

“To61 xin 101,” tO01 n61 MmOt lan nira.
9 %

Vai phat sau dé to61 phai hung don tor moi phia. Jacob Mark trung
trirng nhin toi boi toi da giét chi gai anh. Nit phuc vu cau kinh bdi trong
thoi gian chung toi ddy dua bang hai ly ca phé, 18 ra co ta da c6 thé ban
dugc tam sudt dn sang. Toi ldy ra mot to hai muoi d6 nhét xudng dudi dia
minh. C6 ta trong thay toi 1am viéc ay. Khoan tién gia tri bang tién boa tir
tam sudt an sang nam ngay do. Viéc ay giai quyét duoc van dé c¢o phuc vu.
Véan dé Jacob Mark héc bua hon. Anh ta van ngéi yén, im lang, gian di.
Hai 1an toi théy anh liéc di chd khac. Stra soan dé chdm dit cau chuyén.
Cudi cung anh noi: “T61 phai di. To1 ¢bd viée can lam. Té6i da tim ra mot
cach thong bao cho gia dinh chi y.”

T61 no1, “Gia dinh a?”

“Molina, chéng cti. Va ho c6 mot dira con trai, Peter. Chau t61.”
“Susan co con trai a?”

“Viéc 4y lién quan gi dén anh?”

Chi 56 10 ciia ché san Labrador.

Toi1 no1, “Jake nay, ching ta da ngdi sudt day noi vé vii khi, ma anh
van khong nghi t1 chuyén nhac tdi1 chuyén Susan ¢ mot dura con trai a?”

Anh ta ngan ra mot lac. Ro1 cat tieng, “No6 khong phai tré con. Chau
to1 da hai muoi hai tuo1 roi. Gio nd 1a sinh vién nam cudi ¢ Pai hoc Nam
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Carolina. Thiang nay choi bong bau dyc. N6 con to 16n hon anh. Thang bé
khong gan giii v&i me nd. Sau khi bé me ly hon, né song vai bo.”

To1 bao, “Hay goi cho nd.”

“Luc nay & California 1 4 gio sang ddy.”

“Goi bay gio di.”

“Tbi s& lam no thirc giac.”

“Tbi rat hy vong 13 s& nhu thé.”

“N6 can dugc chuan bi tinh than cho viéc nay.”

“Nhung trudc tién nd phai nghe dién thoai goi dén cai da.”

Thé nén Jake lai 161 dién thoai di dong ra, luc tim danh ba trong may,
t6i mot cai tén nam & khoang cudi danh ba thi bAm nut goi. Theo thu tu
bang chir cai, toi doan thé. Peter & van P. Jake ap dién thoai vao tai va trong
sudt nam hoi chudng dau tién trong lo lang theo mot kiéu, rodi sau hoi thu
sau thi lai mot kiéu lo ling khac. Anh giit may lau hon mot luc nita roi
chdm cham ha xuéng va bao: “Thu thoai.”

https://thuviensach.vn



15

TOI NOIL, “BAT TAY VAO VIEC THOL Goi cho LAPD[z—S]

canh sat cua Pai hoc Nam Carolina nho giap dd, gitra canh sat voi nhau.

hoac

Béo ai d6 téi thang cho thang bé & xem nd c6 nha khong.”

“Ho s€ cuo1 vao miii toi. NO chi la mot van dong vién nha truong
khong nghe dién thoai luc bon gio sang thoi.”

T61 bao, “Cu lam di.”

Jake noi, “Hay di véi to1.”

Toi lac dau. “Toi s€ ¢ day. T61 mudn noi chuyén lan nira véi may tay
lam thué.”

“Anh s€ chang bao gio tim dugc chung dau.”

“Chung s€ tim t61. To61 chua khi nao tra 161 cac cau hoéi cua chiung, vé
viéc Susan cO dua thr gi cho t61 khong. T61 nghi chung mu6n héi cau do
lan nira.”

Chung t6i hen gip nhau sau ndm tiéng, ciing & quan ca phé nay.

Tbi doi theo anh trd vao xe rdi m&i cham cham budce theo dai 16 Tam
vé phia Nam, nhu thé t6i khong c6 dia diém nao cu thé dé toi, ma dung thé
that. T6i mét moi vi thiéu ngi song lai tinh vi ca phé, nén tuu trung toi coi
d6 nhu mot 1an nap lai ning luong va su tinh to. Va t6i cho rang nhiing tay
lam thué cling nhu vay. Chung t6i déu da thirc sudt dém. Viéc d6 khién toi
nghi t6i chuyén thoi gian. Ti nhu hai gio sang 13 thoi diém khong thich hop
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cho danh bom tu sat, cling 1a khoang thoi gian khong binh thuong cho
Susan Mark dén mot diém hen ding chuyén giao thong tin. Thé nén toi
dirng mot chit trudc sap bao phia trudc mot cira hang thyc pham ma 1at qua
cac dau bao. Toi tim thy diéu minh ntra tréng chd nam sau trong to Tin tirc
hang ngay. Toi qua xa 16 thu phi New Jersey da bi dong sudt bon tiéng
d6ng ho ¢ hudng di 1én phia Bic. Mot vu do xe bon chd dau, do swong mu.
Mot vu tran axit. Nhiéu thuong vong.

T6i hinh dung Susan Mark bi ket trén tuyén duong giita cac dudng
nhanh. Tac dudng kéo dai bon gio. Cham tré mat bon gio. Khong tin tuong.
Cang thang leo thang. Khong c6 dudng tién, chang co duong lui. Nan giai.
Thoi gian ctr dan tréi di. Han chot, xich lai gén. Han chot, hut. Nhiing 161 de
doa, cac bién phap va hinh thirc trimg phat, lic ndy tré nén hién hiru, sin
sang. Chuyén tau tuyén 6 da c6 vé nhanh dbi véi ti. Vi o ta thi chic chin
phai cham kinh khung. Ong dd ddy ¢6 dy qua miéng vuc. C6 18 thé, nhung
co ta cling chang can duoc day nhiéu cho lam.

T6i vudt vudt cho cic td bao tré vé tinh trang van ban dugc rdi tiép
tuc budc di. Toi doan 1a gi bi xé 40 da vé nha thay 40 méi, nhung ba tén
con lai van & gan ddy. Han chung di theo ddi toi vao quan ca phé, va da
thay toi khi t6i di ra. Toi khong thé trong thay chung trén phd, nhung bay
gid t6i dau thuc su tim chung. Chang ich gi chuyén tim kiém mot thtr ma ta
biét chac chan rang dang co do.

Ngay trude dai 16 Tam 13 mot noi nguy hiém. Pén dudng giy vd, dat
tréng rao ban, cic cira hiéu clra sat cubén, ma tay, di diém, cuodp giat. Toi da
thay dil thtr chuyén ¢ d6. Ban than toi chua bao gio bi tan cong. Nhu thé
chang c6 gi ngac nhién. Dé bién toi thanh mot nan nhan tiém tang, dan s6
thé gidi phai giam xudng con hai. Chi t6i doi mat voi mot tén cudp, nguoi
chién thang s& 13 toi. Gio thi dai 16 Tam ciing an toan nhu bat ky noi nao
khac. Budn ban néo nhiét, chd nao ciing day nguoi. Thé nén t6i chang quan
tAm xem ba gi tiép can toi chinh xac tir diém nao. T6i chang cb ging du
chung toi noi toi chon. Téi chi budc. Tuy chung chon. Ngay dang chuyén tir
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am sang nong va cadc mui cua via he boc 1én quanh t61, nhu theo lich cliing
nhac: rac boc mui vao mua he va khong boc mui vao mua dong.

Ching ap sat to1 khi con cach phia Nam Cong vién quang truong
Madison va toa buu dién c6 to 16n mot khdi nha. Cong trinh x4y dung trén
mot 16 dat & goc phd budc khach bd hanh phai di doc theo mét 16i di nho co
rao chan nam trén hé théng cbng thoat nudc. Toi vira bude mot bude vao do
thi mot tén xuét hién phia trudc, mot tén ap sat phia sau con tén cam dau ap
vao bén canh. Hanh dong nhanh gon. Tén cam dau noi: “Chung t6i da sin
sang quén di chuyén céi 40.”

“Theé thi tot,” to1 no1. “Boi to1 da quén ro1.”

“Nhung chiing t6i mudn biét liéu 6ng c6 gitr thir gi thude vé ching toi
khong.”

“Thudc vé cac 6ng sao?”

“Thudc vé 6ng chil chung t6i.”

“Céc ong la ai?”

“T6i da dua danh thiép cho 6ng rdi ma.”

“Va ban dau toi théy rit 4n tuong vo1 no. Xét vé mit sd hoc thi n6
trong nhu mot tac pham nghé thuat. Cé hon ba triéu kha ning két hop céc
con s6 dé c6 mot s6 dién thoai gom bay chir s6. Nhung cac ong lai khong
chon ngiu nhién. Cac 6ng di chon s6 ma cac 6ng biét 1a khong con duge
dung nita. Toi cho rang lam viéc d6 that kho. Thé nén t6i thdy an tuong.
Nhung rdi t6i nghi ra, thuc té 1a khong thé 1am duoc chuyén nay, cin ctr vao
dan sd cua Manhattan. Ai do chét hodc chuyén di, sb cua ho duoc tai st
dung rat nhanh. Thé nén t6i doan rang cac 6ng di tham nhap duoc vao mot
danh sach cac s dién thoai khong bao gio hoat dong. Cac cong ty dién
thoat gilt mot vai ban nhu thé, dé phuc vu cho mdt s6 dién thoai xuit hién
trén phim hodc truyén hinh. Khong thé sir dung s6 c6 that cho viéc éy, boi
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cac khach hang s& bi quay ray. Thé nén toi doan rang cac dng quen biét
ngudi lam trong gidi dién anh hodc truyén hinh. C6 18 béi vi gan nhu ca
tudn cac 6ng dugc thué dam bao an ninh via hé khi c6 mot budi trinh dién
trong thanh phd. Vi vay hanh dong manh nhét cac 6ng phai thyc hién 1a
ngan can cac tay sin anh. D6 chic chan 1a sy that vong doi v6i nhimg nguoi
nhu cac ong. Toi nghi 1a khi khai nghiép cac 6ng da c6 trong dau nhimng ¥
nghi hay ho hon thé. Ma té hon, diéu nay ngu ¥ mot sy x6i mon ning luc do
thiéu thuc hanh. Thé nén lac nay toi lo ngai vé cac ong tham chi con it hon
luc nay. Thé nén toém lai t6i s& noi rz:fmg tdm danh thiép 12 mot sai 1am, xét
vé mit quan 1y hinh anh.”

Tay cam dau noi: “Chung t61 moi1 6ng mot tach ca phé duge chir?”

T6i khong bao gid tir chéi 101 moi udng ca phé, nhung da ngay tan cd
viéc ngdi xudng mot chd, nén toi chi dong y loai ca phé mua mang di.
Chiing t6i c6 thé vira nhdm nhdp vira ndi chuyén vira di. Ching t6i ding
ngay ctra hiéu Starbucks vira trong thdy, ciing nhu & hau hét cac thanh phd
khac n6 chi cach khoang mot nira khéi nha. Toi bo qua hau hét nhitng loai
dugc pha ché hay ho ma chon mdt cde cao duge xay pha tai chd, den,
khong kem. Do 1a loai t61 thuong goi, ¢ hi¢u Starbucks. Theo to1 day 1a loai
ngon. D6 khong phai 1a diéu toi thyc sy quan tam. V&i toi thi tat ca 1a chat
caf€in, chir khong phai huong vi.

Chung t61 ra khoi cua hiéu va tiép tuc di doc dai 10 Tadm. Nhung bon
nguol vua di vira ndi chuyén thi s€ tao thanh mét nhom trong ky quac, xe
co lai 6n a0, nén rét cudc chung toi dimg cach ngd ra mot ngd tu chimg
chuc buée, bat dong, to1 trong bong ram, dua vao mot bo rao, con ba ga kia
& ngoai nang d6i dién t6i va chai nguoi ra trude vé phia téi nhu thé chung
cO nhiing diéu can trinh bay. Dudi chan chiing t61, mdt ti rac bi bung dé 16
ra nhitng phan vui vé ciia mot to bao ra ngay Cha nhat ndm trén via hé. Tay
dam nhan viéc néi chuyén tir trudc téi gio 1én tiéng, “Ong da danh gia thap
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chung t6i mot cach nghiém trong, khong phai ching t6i mudn tham gia trd
thi thd v van dau.”

“Puogc r6i,” toi noi.

“Ong 14 cyu quan nhan, phai khong?”

“Luc quan,” to1 dap.

“Ong tréng con ra vé lim.”

“Cac ong cling thé. Luc luong Pac bigt a?”

“Khong. Chung t6i khong tién duoc xa dén murc y.”
To61 mim cuoi. Mot tay that tha.

Tay ndy noéi: “Chung t6i dugc thué lam dau bén nay cho mot chién
dich tam thoi. Ngudi phu nit dd chét dang mang mot thir ¢6 gia tri. Chung
t61 ¢6 nhiém vu ldy lai no.”

“Thu gi? Gia tri nao?”
“Thong tin.”
T6i noi, “Toi khong thé gitp cac 6ng.”

“Ong chu chung t6i dang mong dit liéu dang sd, trén mot con chip
may tinh, nhu mot thé nhd dang USB. Chiing t6i phan di, lay thir d6 ra
khoi Lau Nam Goc qua khé. Ching t6i noi rang thong tin s& & dang truyén
miéng. Kiéu nhu doc va ghi nhd.”

T6i khong no6i gi. Nghi lai lic Susan Mark trén tau. Hanh dong lam
bam. C6 18 khi 4y c6 ta khong phai dang luyén nhitng 10i cau xin hay thanh
minh hay de doa hodc cyu cai. C6 khi c6 dang doc lai toan by nhiing chi tiét
nguoi ta can ¢d chuyén giao, lip di lap lai, dé khong thé quén chung hoic
lam chiing 13n 16n khi minh cing thang hay hoang loan. Hoc thudc long nhur
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vet. Va tu ndi voi chinh minh, Minh dang tudan lénh, minh dang tuan lénh,
minh dang tudn lénh. Ty trin an ban than. Hy vong rang tit ca moi chuyén
s& dién ra tot dep.

T6i hoi, “Ong chu ciia cac ong 14 ai?”

“Chung t61 khong néi dugce.”

“Anh huéng khéng ché cua éng ta 1a gi?”

“Chiing t6i khong biét. Chung t6i khong mudn biét.”

T6i nhap mot ngum ca phé. Va khong noi gi.

Tay kia noi, “Ngudi phu nir da né1 chuyén véi 6ng lac trén tau.”
“Dung,” to1 no1. “Co ta da noi chuyén.”

“Thé nén nhan dinh c6 sttc thuyét phuc bay gid 1a bat ky diéu gi ¢o ta
biét, ong ciing biét.”

“Co thé,” to1 noi.

“Ong chu cua chiing t6i tin diéu Ay. Nhu thé 1a phién toai cho 6ng. Dix
liéu trén con chip may tinh, chang c6 gi to tat. Chung toi c6 thé nén vao dau
ong roi 16n hét tai 6ng ra. Nhung diéu gi d6 trong dau ong thi can duoc lay
ra bang cach khac.”

To1 chang noi gi.

Ga dan ong lai nod1, “Thé nén 6ng thuc su can nodi cho ching toi dieu
ong biét.”

“Nhu thé cac ong s€ ¢ vé 1a nguoi ¢o nang luc a?”

Tay kia lac dau. “Nhu thé dé ong con dugc toan ven.”

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i nhdp mot ngum ca phé nita va han noi, “Toi kéu goi ong, giita hai
ngudi dan 6ng. Giita ngudi linh véi ngudi linh. Pay khong phai chuyén vé
chung t6i. Néu trd vé tay trang, chac chan chung t6i bi sa thai. Nhung dén
sang thir Hai, chung to1 s€ lai lam viéc, cho mgt nguoi khac. Tuy nhién khi
ching t61 ro1 vu nay, ong s€ bi 10. Ong chu chung t61 s€ diéu ca mot doi.
Bay gio doi Ay dang bi kiém toa, boi ho khong hop cho thoi diém nay.
Nhung néu chung t6i ra di, ho sé& duoc thdo xich. Khoéng co6 phuong an
khac. Va 6ng s& khong mudn noi chuyén voi ho mét chat nao dau.”

“T6i khong mubn bat ky ai néi chuyén véi minh. Khoéng phai ho,
khong phai cac ong. T61 khong thich néi chuyén.”

“Day khong phai tro dua dau!”
“Ong no6i dang ddy. Mot phu nit dd mat mang kia ma.”
“Tu sat khong phai pham t01.”

“Nhung bét ky diéu gi thic day c6 iy 1am viéc d6 ¢ thé 1a pham toi.
Co 4y 1am & Lau Nam Goc. D6 1a chuyén an ninh quéc gia, 1 1a thé. Cac
ong can tranh khoi van dé nay ngay. Cac ong nén néi chuyén véi NYPD.”

Tay kia lac dau. “Toi tha di t con hon gip bon nay. Ong nghe nhiing
gi toi noi dy ch?”

“To1 nghe,” t61 no1. “Cac ong da thay thoai mai voi nhitng tay san chit
ky r61.”

“Chiing t6i 1a nhitng ngudi nhe nhang. Ong nén tan dung loi thé di.”
“Céac ong chang phai ngudi nhe nhang chut nao hét.”
“Hbi con & quan doi 6ng lam gi?”

“Quan canh,” to1 no.
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“The thi coi nhu 6ng chét roi. Ong chua bao gio chiing kién vu nao
thé nay.”

“Ong ta 12 ai?”

Ga kia chi lic dau.

“C6 bao nhiéu nguoi?”

Gi kia chi mot 1an nita lic dau.
“Hay néi cho toi diéu gi d6.”

“Ong khong ling nghe roi. Néu t6i s& khong néi chuyén véi bon
NYPD, sao t6i lai phai no1 chuyén vé1 6ng ch?”

T6i nhun vai, ubng sach cbec ca phé ciia minh roi ddy nguoi khoi bo
rao. Budc ba budc roi lang chiée cdc vao thung rac. Toi néi, “Hiy goi cho
ong chu 6ng, bao 6ng ta ring 6ng ta ding con cic 6ng sai. Bao ong ta rang
tat ca thong tin ctia nguoi phy nit nam trong thé nhé, luc ndy nam ngay
trong tui t6i ddy nay. Roi hiy xin nghi viéc qua dién thoai, vé nha va dimg
co ngang duong t61.”

T6i bing ngang dudng gitta hai chiéc xe dang chay va huéng vé dai
16 Tam. Ga cam dau go1 vo1 theo t01, rt to. Han goi tén to1. TO1 ngoai lai
thiy hin dang cam dién thoai di dong dua ra xa nguoi. Chiéc dién thoai
dang chia vao toi con han thi dang cham cham nhin man hinh. Roi han ha
dién thoai xudng va ca ba tén linh di, mot chiéc xe tai mau tring chay qua
gilta ching toi r6i chung bién mat trudc khi t6i nhan ra rang minh da bi
chup anh.
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16

MUC PO PHO BIEN CUA RADIO SHACK chi bang chimg mot
phan mudi Starbucks nhung bu lai chang bao gid ching cach xa qua vai
khéi nha. Va lai md cira sém. Toi dimg & cira hang gan nhat minh thay, mot
anh chang nguodi ving Nam A budc téi phuc vu téi. Anh ta trong co vé
nhiét tinh. C6 18 toi 13 khach hang dau tién trong ngay. Toi hoi anh ta vé
dién thoai di dong chup dugc anh. Anh ta bao réng trén thue té tat ca ching
déu chup duoc anh. Mot s6 loai tham chi con quay phim dugc. To61 bao
nguoi ban hang rang t6i mudn biét cac birc anh tinh chup ra cé chat luong
thé nao. Anh ta 14y mot chiéc dién thoai bat ky, toi dimg & phia cubi cua
hiéu r6i cho anh ta chup tir quay. Anh chup ra nhé va khong nét. Nhitng
duong nét cia t6i khong duoc sic. Nhung tim voc, dang ngudi cia téi duge
chup lai kha r3. Du sao thi ciing kha & dén ndi c6 thé mang lai phién ha...
Su that 1a gwong mat toi binh thuong, chang ¢ gi an tugng. Rat dé quén.
T6i doan 1a hau hét nguoi ta nhin ra to6i qua bong t6i, diéu ndy chiang hé
binh thuong.

T6i bao nguoi ban hang rang t6i khong mudn mua dién thoai. Anh ta
c¢b ging ban cho t6i mdt chiéc may anh k¥ thuét so thay cho dién thoai. May
nay c6 do phan giai cao. N6 s€ chup anh dep hon. T6i ndi téi cling khong
mudn mua may anh. Nhung t61 s€ mua mot th¢ nh¢ cho anh ta. Mot chiéc
USB, dé luu dir liéu may tinh. Loai dung luong thip nhét anh ta c6, gia ré
nhat. D6 chi 1a thr do lam mbi nhir, toi chang muén mat mot déng tién lam
gi. No 1a mot vat bé xiu, dung trong hop nhua cing to dung. T61 bao tay
ban hang liy kéo cat ra. Anh c6 thé lam hong ca ring néu can nhiing thi
nhu thé. Thé nhé duoge tang kém hai vé boc cao su mau xanh hoac héng,
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tiy chon mdt trong hai mau. Toi chon mau hong. Susan Mark trong khong
c6 vé 1a kiéu phu nit thich mau hdéng 1am, nhung nguoi ta thiy diéu ho
mudn thay. Lép boc mau hong twong ximg vi moén do ctia mot phu nir. Toi
b6 chiéc USB vao thi bén canh chiéc ban chai danh rang, cam on anh chang
ban hang di gitip d& rdi nhudng cho anh ta viée vit rac.

T6i di bd hai khdi rudi nha vé phia Pong theo phd 28. Sudt ching
duong d6 lic ndo ciing co rat nhiéu nguoi phia sau lung t6i, nhung toi
chang biét ai trong sd ho, va khong ai trong s6 ho c6 vé biét toi. To6i xudng
ga tau dién ngdm & Broadway va quet thé ctia minh. Roi t6i bo qua chin
chuyén tau ké tiép chay vé trung tdm thanh phd. Téi chi ngdi trong cai nong
trén mot bang ghé gd, dé cho tat ca cac chuyén tau Ay chay qua. Mot phan
dé nghi ngoi, phan dé giét thoi gian cho t6i khi cac van phong kinh doanh
con lai cua thanh phé mé cura hét, mot phﬁn dé kiém tra xem t6i c6 bi bam
dudi khong. Chin lugt khach dén va di, chin 1an t6i chi con mot minh trén
san ga trong vong mot hai gidy. Chang ai may may quan tam dén toi. Khi da
chan quan sat nguoi to1 lai di quan sat 1i chudt. Toi thich chuot. Co rat
nhiéu chuyén than thoai vé ching. Co hoi trong thiy loai nay it hon ngudi
ta nghi. Chudt von nhat gan. Nhitng con chudt ngudi ta trong thiy thudng 1a
chudt non hoizc 6m hodc déi sap chét. Chung khong can mit tré con dang
ngt chi cho vui. Chiing bi hdp din béi nhimg vét thirc an, chi c6 thé. Hay
rira miéng cho con ban trudc khi di ngt, thé 1a s& 6n. Va chang c6 con chudt
khong 16 nao to nhuw méo. Tat ca chudt déu cung kich thude.

T6i chang trong thay con chudt nao, va cudi cliing toi thay bon chon.
To1 dung day quay lung lai duong ray nhin lén céc bich chuong trén tuong.
MGt trong s6 d6 1a ban dd toan bd hé théng tau dién ngﬁm. Hai tim 1a
quang cdo cho cac vo dién cua nha hat kich Broadway. Mot tdm 14 thong
bao chinh thirc cam hanh dong gi d6 dugc goi 1a “ludt tau dién ngam”. Co
mot birc minh hoa den tréng vé mot ga bi kep phia ngoai ctra tau nhu mot
con sao bién. RS rang céac toa kiéu cii cia hé thong tau dién ngam New York
c6 tam van d& chan phia dudi ctra 1én xubng, duoc thiét ké dé khic phuc
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mot phan khoang tréng giita toa xe va san ga, con phia trén ctra c6 céc rinh
thoat nudc mua, dé ngin nudc dong phia trén noc lot vao trong toa. Toi biét
rang cac toa mai kiéu R142A khong ¢ ca hai dic diém trén. Tay dong hanh
dién ro da bao toi vay. Song, véi cac toa kiéu cil, ta c6 thé doi trén san ga
cho t¢i khi cira dong lai r6i méi lach cac ngon chan vao van d& chan, moc
mudi dau ngdn tay vao cac ranh thoat nudc mua, 6m chit 13y toa va dugc
dua di hét cac duong ham trong khi ngudi van & bén ngoai toa. Ludt tau
dién ngam. C6 1& voi mot s6 nguoi thi day 1a tro rat thu, nhung bay gid bi
coi la pham phap.

T6i quay lai phia dudng ray, 1én chuyén tau thir mudi vao ga. D6 1a
chuyén s6 hiéu R. N6 ¢6 van d& chan va ranh thoat nuéc mua. Nhung toi
vao han trong toa, qua hai ching thi t6i ga 1én & Quang truong Union.

T6i 1én mit duong ¢ goc Tay Bac Quang truong Union va hudng vé
mot hiéu sach khong 16 toi nhd nam & phd 17. Cac chinh tri gia dang van
dong tranh ctr thudng xuat ban tiéu sir ciia minh trudc mua bau cir, con tap
chi tin tic thi luén dﬁy cac bai viét vé ho. Thuc ra to6i da c6 thé chon noi
khac 1a cac quan ca phé Internet, nhung t6i khong giéi vé cong nghé méi,
va lai du sao cac quan ca phé Internet hiém hon ngay truéc nhidu. Gid thi
moi ngudi mang nhiing thiét bi dién tir nhé mang tén cac loai qua hay cay.
Quan ca phé Internet dang di cung mot 16i nhur buéng dién thoai cong cong,
bi cong nghé khong day giét chét.

Hiéu sach dat nhidu ban ¢ mit trude tang trét. Cac ban xép day nhiing
dau sach méi. Toi tim ra noi bay cac tic pham vé ngudi that viéc that song
chang thiy gi. Lich st tiéu st, kinh t&, nhung khong c6 chinh tri. T6i tim
tiép tim thay tht minh mudn & phan sau chiéc ban thr hai. Binh luan va
quan diém cla canh ta va canh hitu, cong thém tiéu st “ma” cua tng ctr
vién véi nhitng chiéc 4o sang dep va nhiig tim anh bong bay da duoc xir
Iy. Cuén ctia John Sansom day chimg hon mét xing ti mét, mang tén Ludn
thue hién nhiém vu. Téi cAm no theo va lén thang cudn lén t?mg ba, noi
bang chi dan cua hiéu sach cho biét khu tap chi nam & dau. Toi lua ra tat ca
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céc tap chi tin tirc hang tuan, cam chiing cuing cudn sach t4i gia sach lich sir
quan su. T6i mat chat thoi gian ¢ d6 voi vai an pham vé ngudi that viéc that
va roi khang dinh dugc diéu minh da nghi ngd, rang Phong Nhan luc khong
lam bat ctr viéc gi ma Phong Nhan su trude day da khong 1am. Chi 1a doi
tén. Thay doi thuong hiéu. Khong chirc ning méi. Cong viéc ho so va gidy
t&, nhu hoi ndo toi gio.

ROi t6i ghé 1én mot bau ctra s6, on dinh chd ngdi dé doc nhirng tha
minh da lay. Lung t6i néng vi ning roi qua 16p kinh, con phan trudce lai lanh
vi khong khi tir mot hong diéu hoa khong khi ngay phia trén nguoi. Toi
ting thdy khé chiu véi viée doc trong cira hang ma khong c¢o y dinh mua.
Nhung ¢6 vé chinh céc cira hang ciing thay vui vé viéc ay. Ho tham chi con
khuyén khich. Mét s6 con ké ghé banh dé phuc vu viéc nay. RO 1a mot mo
hinh kinh doanh mé&i. Va moi ngudi déu lam nhu thé. Hiéu sach chi vira
mo1 mo& ctra, nhung ¢4 noi nay da trong nhu mot trung tam ti nan roi. Moi
noi déu c6 nguoi, ngdi hodc bo ra san, bao quanh 14 nhitng chong sach bao
16n gap nhiéu 1an sach béo cua toi.

T4t ca tap chi tin tirc hang tuan déu co bai viét vé chién dich tranh cur,
bi kep gifta quang cdo va bai viét vé nhitng dot pha trong y hoc va thong tin
cap nhat vé cong nghé. Hau hét cac bai viét quang ba dugc cha ¥ hang dau,
song nhitng cudc dau gianh ghé & Ha vién va Thuong vién ciing duoc danh
cho vai dong. Bau ctr so bo con cach bon thang va tong tuyén ctr con cach
mudi bon thang, mot sd ung cir vién da trd thanh cyu quan chirc nhung
Sansom van vitng vang trong cudc dua. Ong ta dang dat ty 1é tng ho cao
qua cac cudc tham do du luan trong toan bang minh, 6ng ta dang gay dugc
quy 16n, 161 1am viéc thang thing cua 6ng ta duge coi 1a méi meé, va lai lich
phuc vu trong quan ngii ctia éng ta duoc dung dé chimg to niang luc cua dng
ta trong moi cong viéc. DU theo quan diém cuia t6i nhu thé ciing giong nhur
noéi rang mot cong nhan vé sinh c¢6 thé lam duge thi trudng. Co thé co, ¢o
thé khong. Khong cé logic trong gia dinh ay. Nhung rd rang hau hét canh
nha bao thich tay nay. Va ro rang ho da luu y 6ng ta véi nhitng vi tri cao
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hon. Ong ta dugc coi 1a mot ing cir vién tong théng tiém tang trong bon
hodac tdm nam td1. Tham chi mot cay viét con am chi ré‘mg c6 thé nhéc
Sansom khoi cudc dua vao Thuong vién dé trd thanh Gmg cir vién phé tong
théng cho dang ctia minh ngay trong 1an nay. Sansom di tr& thanh mét kiéu
nguoi ndi tiéng.

Bia cudn sach vé 6ng ta that kiéu cach. Bia duoc dyng tir tén ong ta,
nhan dé sach va hai tim anh. TAm anh 16n hon 13 anh dd mo pha 1am cham,
dugc phong to du dé tao thanh nén cho ca bia. Anh chyp mét thanh nién
mic chiéc 4o da chién cii son khong dong ctic, ca khuén mat son nguy trang
phia du6i vanh mil trim. Chong 1én d6 1a mot tim anh méi chup chan dung
trong studio cua cung nguoi do, sau nhiéu nim, mic bo com 18 ctia doanh
nhan. R rang 1a Sansom, khi dy va bay gid. Toan b ndi dung chio hang
clia Ong ta, trong mot 4n pham don nhat.

Birc anh chup gan diy duoc chiéu sang tbt, ldy nét mot cach hoan
hdo, tao dang déy chét ngh¢ thuat, cho théy Sansom la mot ngudi dang nho
gon gang, cao chung mét bay lam, nang khoang sau bay can. Mot con chd
san manh mai hon 1a mgt con bo mong, dﬁy kha nang chiu dung va suc bén
bi déo dai, nhu céc linh tinh nhué nhét cua Lyc lugng Pac bi¢t. Mdc du co
1& buc anh cii hon xuat phat tir thoi con trong don vi chinh quy thong
thuong. Co 1€ 1a lyc lugng dac nhiém Rangers. Theo kinh nghiém cua t61,
cac tay trong luc luong Delta cing thoi Sansom thich dé rdu quai non, deo
kinh rAm va quang khin tram dau ctia ngudi Ardp kéo xudng tan co. Mot
phan vi noi ho c6 kha ning phai hoat dong, phan vi ho thich té ra dang nguy
trang va bi mat vé ban thin, ban than yéu t6 ndy mot phan 1a diéu can thiét
con mot phﬁn l1a hinh anh duoc théu dét ra cho co phén kich tinh. Nhung co
thé tay quan 1y chién dich tranh cir ciia Sansom di tu chon btrc anh nay,
chap nhan cuong vi linh don vi nhé dé ddi 1y mot hinh anh nguoi ta c6 thé
nhan ra, qua d6 nhan ra tinh than nguoi My. Co 1& nhiing ké trong gidng
may tay hippie Palestine ky di sé khong duoc ung hd nhiéu lam ¢ Bac
Carolina.
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Nhitng dong phia trong trang bia ghi tén day du va cap bac trong quan
ddi ctia Sansom, viét mot cach trang trong: Thiéu ta4 John T. Sansom, Quan
d6i Hoa Ky, da nghi huu. Roi dong chit cho biét 6ng ta 1a nguoi dugc ting
thuéng Huy chuong Chitr thap vi thanh tich dac biét, Huy chuong Thanh
tich Pic biét, hai Huy chuong Sao Bac. Roi lai thém rang ong ta timg la
giam dbc diéu hanh thanh dat, cia mot doanh nghiép nao dé6 mang tén Hang
Tu van Sansom. Mot 14n nira 13 toan bd ndi dung danh bong tén tudi cho
Sansom, ngay d6. Toi tham hoi lidu d6 c6 phai 1a ndi dung toan bd phan
con lai ciia cudn sach hay khong.

T6i ludt qua va thdy cudn sach chia lam ndm phan: thoi trai tré cla
Sansom, quing doi trong quin ngill, cudc hon nhan va cudc sdng gia dinh
sau do, qua trinh kinh doanh, quan diém chinh tri vé tuong lai. Phan dau
thudc dang kinh dién cho loai sach nay. Thoi tho du ddy khé khin, khong
tién bac, quﬁn 40 thiéu thon, me ong ta 1a chd dua, bd phai lam hai viéc dé
kiém tién trang trai cho cudc séng. Gan nhu chic chan 1a dugc t6 v&. Néu
liy cac (mg clr vién chinh tri 1a miu dan s6 thi My sé& tr& thanh mot nude
thudc Thé gidi thir ba. Moi ngudi déu 16n 1én trong canh nghéo kho, nudc
may di 13 mot tha xa xi, gidy dép hiém hoi, mot bira dn dam bac 13 nguyén
nhan cho mot su kién dang nho.

T6i luét sang phan tiép theo tdi phan Sansom gip vo 6ng ta va thiy
thém nhiing dong cung kiéu y. C6 ta thi tuyét voi, nhitng dtra con khoi ché.
Hét chuyén. Toi khong hiéu nhiéu vé phan noi dén kinh doanh. Hiang Tu
van Sansom ting 1a mot nhom chuyén gia tu van, nghe thi ¢6 1y, nhung toi
khong thé biét chinh xac ho d 1am nhiing gi. Co ban 1a ho dua ra nhiing
goi ¥, dé xuat, mua c6 phan cta cic cong ty ma ho tu van, roi ban c6 phan
di va tré nén giau c6. Sansom da xay dung duogc cai ma ong ta mo ta 1a mot
gia tai. T6i khong chic y 6ng ta néi né tri gia bao nhiéu. Toi cam thay hoan
toan virng da khi trong tii c6 vai tram do la. To1 ngo 1a Sansom ra duong
v6i s tién nhiéu hon thé, nhung ong ta khong néi cu thé 1a nhiéu hon bao
nhiéu. Thém bén s6 khong? Hay nim? Hay sau?
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T6i nhin phan dé cap quan diém chinh trj vé tuong lai thi khong thay
gi nhiéu vé nhitng ndi dung ma t6i da khong thu luom duge tir cac tap chi
tin tic. Y d6 cot 161 cua quan diém chinh trj 14 trao cho cir tri moi tht ho
mudn. Mubn thué thap a, c6 ngay. Mudn dich vu cong cong, sin sang.
Chang ¥ nghia gi v6i toi. Nhung chung quy lai thi Sansom xuét hién nhu
mot nguoi khiém nhudng. Toi cam thdy ong ta s& cd gang lam diéu dung
dan, cd gang hét muc nhu bt ky ai trong dam bon ho c6 thé. Toi cam thay
rang Ong ta toan tim cho viéc ndy vi tit ca nhitng 1y do hop 1y.

Gitta sach c6 anh. Trir mot birc, tit ca 1a anh chup nhanh ghi lai cudc
doi cua Sansom tur thoi ba thang tudi cho dén hién tai. Déy la nhitng loai ma
t6i nghi 12 hau nhu ai cling c¢6 thé 16i ra tir mot chiéc hop gidy & ddy ti quan
40. Cha me, thoi tho 4u, thoi hoc sinh, nhitng nam thang trong quéan doi, co
dau sip cudi, con cai, nhitng chan dung trén cwong vi doanh nhan. Hinh
anh binh thudng, han 1 c6 thé thay ddi qua lai duwoc voi anh trong tiéu sir
clia tat ca cac ung vién khac.

Nhung tdm anh khong gidng nhitng tAm con lai thi that la lung...
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TAM ANH KHAC BIET NAY LA MOT TAM ANH bdo chi trudc
day toi ting thay. N6 1a anh chup mét chinh tri gia ngudi My tén Donald
Rumsfeld, & Baghdad, dang bat tay vo1 Saddam Hussein, nha doc tai Iraq,
mii tr ndim 1983. Donald Rumsfeld ting hai 1an lam Bo truong Qudc
phong, nhung hoi chyp buc anh nay thi dang 1a dic phai vién ciia Ronald
Reagan. Ong ta dén Baghdad dé liém dit Saddam, ca ngoi va trao cho tay
doc tai ndy mot cap dinh thuc ngua bang vang 1am qua dong thoi 1a biéu
tuong cia long biét on doi doi ctia nudc My. Tam nim sau ching ta lai da
dit chir khong phai 1iém dit Saddam nira. Mudi 1am nidm sau d6, chung ta
giét han. Sansom dat tén cho tAm anh nay 1a Déi khi ban bé ciia ching ta
tro thanh ke thu, va doi khi ke thu tro thanh ban be cua chung ta. Binh luan
mang tinh chinh tri; t61 cho 1a thé. Hodc 10i thuyét g140 vé kinh doanh, du
t6i khong thé thay dong chit trén nhic gi t6i khoang thoi gian thuc sy

T6i tré lai voi quang dudng binh nghiép cua Sansom va chuan bi doc
mot cach can than. ROt cude thi d6 1a linh vuc toi c6 chuyén mon sau.
Sansom vao quan ddi nim 1975 va xuat ngii nim 1992. Khoang thoi gian
mudi bay nam, dai hon toi bon nam, cu thé 1a nhap ngili sém hon chin nam
va xuét ngli sém hon nim niam. Vé co ban diy 1a mot thoi ky tét, néu so
sanh v4i hau hét cac giai doan khac. Con dau mang tén Viét Nam da qua,
quan do1 mai, chuyén nghi¢p, hoan toan tu nguyén da rat 6n dinh va van
dugc rot nhiéu ngan sach.

C6 vé nhu Sansom da rat hai long trong khoang thoi gian d6. Giong
ké cua ong ta mach lac, chat ché. Ong mé ta chinh x4c vé huin luyén co
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ban; mo ta Truong Dy bi ST quan kha tét, ké rat khoi hai vé thoi gian dau
trong luc lwong bd binh. Ong ta cdi md vé viéc 13 ngudi tham vong.
Sansom dat hét cac bang cip duoc dé ra cho minh va chuyén sang luc lugng
Rangers va r6i t6i luc lugng Delta con non tré. Nhu thuong 18, ong ta cudng
diéu hoa vé qué trinh tuyén chon cta Delta, nhitng tuan 18 chang khac nao
dia nguc, sy ti€u hao strc luc, su chiu dung, su kiét strc. Nhu thuong 1€, ong
ta khong chi trich tinh thiéu hoan thién ciia quy trinh ay. Luc luong Delta
day nhitng tay co thé thirc tring mot tudn, di bo ca trim dim va bin bay hon
dai mot con mudi, nhung lai kha thiéu nhitng ké c¢6 thé lam tat ca nhiing
viéc do cung luc co thé chi ra sy khac biét gilta Shitte - mOt nguot Shiai - va
shit - cuc phan.

Song nhin chung t61 théy Sansom kha trung thyc. Sy that 1a, hau hét
cac phi vu cta luc lugng Delta déu bi hiy b tham chi trude khi chung bat
dau, va hau hét cac vu duoc bat dau déu that bai. Mot sb tay con chua bao
gid chtng kién hanh dong. Sansom khong théu dét chuyén d6. Ong ta thang
than vé su phan khich chip va tam thoi, va thang thimg vé nhiing that bai.
Trén hét, ong ta khong nhic t6i nhitng nguoi chin dé, tham chi mot lan
cling khong. Hau hét cic bao cdo hau hanh dong cua Luc lugng Dac biét
déu do 15i that bai cho nhitng nguoi chin dé tha rong. Cac tay cua lyc lugng
nay tham nhap vao khu vuc ma ho cho 1a khic nghiét hau nhu khong nguoi
&, va ngay lap tic bi nong dan dia phuong cung nhitng dan dé 16n phat
hién. Theo théng ké thi kha ning nay kho xay ra. Vé mat dinh dudng ciing
kho xay ra, néu xét téi dia hinh can cbi nhu vay. Dé phai c6 gi d6 dé an chu.
C6 18 tinh hudng trén mot 1an 13 ¢6 thuc, nhung tir d6 né di trd thanh bai tu.
No6i Chiing t6i ép sdt ngueoi xudng dat va mét tay chan dé giam ngay lén
ngueoi ching t6i van dé chiu hon nhiéu so véi noi Ching t6i lam héng réi.
Nhung Sansom khong khi ndo nhéac t6i nhitng dong vat nhai lai hay cac
noéng dan trong coi chung, ddy 13 mot yéu té quan trong giup ong ta ghi
diém.
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Thuc ra, 6ng ta khong dé cap nhiéu téi van dé ndao. Chac chian khong
c¢6 nhiéu thanh cong. C6 nhitng viéc han phai 1a nhiing viéc dién ra kha
thuong xuyén & khu vuc Tay Phi, roi Panama, cong thém viéc san tén lura
SCUD ¢ Iraq trong Chién tranh Vung Vinh thr nhat nim 1991. Ngoai
nhing viéc d6 ra, chang co gi hét. Chi c6 huan luyén rat nhiéu va san sang
chién ddu, ma theo sau d6 ludn 1a rat quan va huan luyén bo sung. Hoi tc
ctia Sansom c6 18 1a cudn hdi ky dau tién cta Luc lugng Pac biét khong bi
th6i phong ma toi timg doc. Tham chi con hon thé. Khong chi 1a khong bi
phong dai. N6 con bi né1 giam di. Lam cho nhé lai va tranh nhan manh. Noi
giam, chtr khong noi1 qua.

Do 1a mot diéu tha vi.
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TOI RAT THAN TRONG KHI TRO LAI quan ca phé trén dai 10
Tam. Ong chii chiing téi sé diéu ca mét dgi. Va dén luc nay tat thay bon
chiung déu biét hinh dang t6i ra sao. Anh chang ban hang & cira hiéu Radio
Shack da bao t61 cach guri anh va hinh quay qua di¢n thoai tir nguodi nay toi
ngudi khac, vé phan toi thi t6i khong biét ddi thi trong ra sao, song néu nhur
ong chu cua chung da budc phai thué cac gi mac nhirng bd do sang trong dé
nguy trang thanh dan & noi nay, thi c6 1& d6i cta riéng han phai trong khac
mot chut. Néu khong thi chang y nghia gi. Toi da thay rat nhiéu ngudi trong
khac véi binh thudong. C6 1& 1a vai trim ngan nguoi. Ta ludn thdy nhu vay,
khi ¢ thanh phd New York. Nhung chang ai trong s6 ho may may quan tim
tGi t6i. Chang ai trong s6 ho bam theo toi. Khong phai 1a toi lam cho viéc
theo dudi toi thanh ra dé dang. T6i 1én chuyén tau tuyén 4 t6i Ga Trung
tam, di bo hét hai dudng vong xuyén qua dam dong, 1én xe buyt nodi thanh
to1 quang truong Thoi dai, di bo mot vong dai va khong hop 1y tir do to1 dai
16 Chin, va 1én quan tir phia Tay, ngay ddi dién Pon Canh sat Khu vuc 14.

Jacob Mark d3 & san trong quan.

Anh ta ngéi trong mQt 6 ¢ phia cudi quan, da tdm rira sach s&, toc chai
gon gang, mic quin mau sam, so mi trang va mot chiéc 4o gié hai quan.
Anh ta con c¢6 thé xam thém dong chit canh sdt hét ca ngang tran minh nira.
Jake trong khong duoc vui nhung cling khong so hai. Toi lach vao ghé d6i
dién véi anh, ngdi & bén mé dé co thé quan sat duong phd qua cac cira so.

“Anh da noi chuyén voi Peter cha?” Toi hoi.
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Jake lic dau.

“Nhung sao?”

“Tb6i nghi 14 n6 6n.”
“Anh nghi hay anh biét?”

Anh khong trd 101 vi nhan vién phuyc vu téi. Cling ding ¢6 nhan vién
hdi sang. T6i d6i qua nén chang con nhay cam v&i chuyén Jake sé dn hay
khong. To1 goi mot dia 16n xa 14t cd ngu keém tring va mot loat thtr khac.
Cong thém dd ubng 1a ca phé. Jake lam theo toi, goi mot chiée xing uych
phd mat nudng va nudce loc.

T6i 1én tiéng, “Hay cho toi biét nhitng chuyén di xay ra.”

Anh dap, “Canh sat cua truong da giup t6i. Ho vui khi lam viéc Ay.
Peter la ng61 sao bong bau duc. N6 khong ¢ nha. Thé nén ho dung hét dam
ban ctia n6 day va biét dugc thong tin. Thi ra Peter dang & dau d6 véi mot
phu nit.”

“G dau?”
“Chuing t6i khong biét,”
“Nguoi phy nit nao?”

“Mot cO gai gdp ¢ quan bar. Peter va dam ban di choi cach day bon
dém. Con bé & do. Peter da ro1 quan cung nd.”

T6i chang néi gi.

Jake hoi, “Gi vay?”

T6i hoi, “Ai don ai?”

Anh ta git dau. “Pay 1a diéu khién t6i cam thiy yén tdm. Thang bé

lam tat ca mo1 viéc. Pam ban no bao rang do 1a mot ké hoach hoan thanh
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trong vong bon gid. N6 phai don moi thtr vao d6. Kiéu nhu mot tran chung

. . . 2
két, bon ban bao thé. Thé nén d6 khong phai Mata Hari[—6]

hay gi d6.”
“M0 ta nguoi ra sao?”

“Mot con bé hoan toan ngon lanh. Ma bon dan thé thao nay néi 1a
chuan day. Con bé 16n tudi hon chit nhung khéng dang ké. C6 18 ham lam
hodc ham sau. Néu anh 1a sinh vién dai hoc nim cubi, thi d6 1a mot thach
thirc khéng cudng nodi, thé ddy.”

“Teén gi?”

Jake lic dau. “Nhirng dua khac giir cu ly. D6 13 quy wdc roi.”
“Bon chung thuong gap go ¢ dau?”

“0O duong chay vong quanh truong chung.”

“Gai 1am tién? Moi nhi?”

“Khoéng dau. Pam nhoc nay choi boi vong vong rdi. Bon né khéng
ngu dau. Bon ching c6 thé nhin ra ngay. Va lai du sao thi Peter chii dong
1am tat ca moi chuyén. Bén tiéng, tit ca nhitng gi nd di timg hoc duoc.”

“Néu con bé kia muon thi bon phut cling xong hét.”

Jake gat dau lan nira. “Tin t61 di, t6i da trai qua viéc Ay ca tram lan
roi. Bat ky tro vui vé ndo, mot gior 1a du dé khién né co vé ngon lanh. Hai
gid 12 toi da. Chang ai kéo dai toi bon gid ddu. Thé nén 6n thoi. Theo quan
diém cuia Peter thi hon ca on ay. Bon ngdy véi mot ¢6 em hoan toan ngon
lanh 42 Hoi ham hai tudi thi anh dang 1am gi?”

“To1 hi€u y 6ng,” to61 ndi. Ho1 hdm hai t61 cling ¢6 nhiing uvu ti€én nhu
vay. Du mot moi quan hé bon ngay véi to1 s€ co veé dai. Thuc té€ 1a giong
nhu dinh hon hay két hon vay.
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Jake noi, “Nhung sao?”

“Susan bi chdm méat bdn tiéng trén dudng cao tdc. Tdi dang ban
khoan khong biét kiéu han chot ndo da co thé troi qua khi ay, khién mot ba
me cam thdy mudn tu két 1idu doi minh.”

“Peter 6n. Pung lo vé chuyén d6. N6 s€ som vé nha, dau goi hoi run
chat nhung vui ve.”

T6i khong néi gi thém. C6 nhan vién phuc vu cung do 4n xuat hién.
Trong rat ngon, lai rat nhiéu. Jake hoi, “M4y tay danh thué c6 tim dugc 6ng
khong?”

T6i gat dau va vira ngdn nhing nia day ca ngir vira ké cho anh nghe.
Anh néi, “Chiing biét tén anh a? Thé thi khong 6n roi.”

“Khong dugc 1y tuong, ding 1a khong. Va chang biét toi dd noi
chuyén vdi Susan lac trén tau.”

“Lam thé nao biét duoc?”

“Bon chiing timg 13 canh sat. Chung van con ban bé dang 1am viéc.
Khong co6 cach ly giai nao khac.”

“Lee va Docherty ha?”

“Co thé. Hodc c6 thé mot ga ndo d6 lam ca ngay vao so doc hd so.”
“Ma chiing chup anh anh nira ha? Thé ciing khong on.”

“Khong dugc ly tudng,” to1 lai noi.

“Co bat ky dau hiéu gi vé nhom con lai ma bon nay néi t6i khong?”
Jake hoi.

To1 kiém tra qua cura s6 o1 déap, “Cho téi1 gio thi chua co6 gi.”
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“Con gi khac nira?”

“John Sansom khong thdi phong vé sy nghiép cta 6ng ta. Dudng nhu
ong ta da khong lam gi dic biét. Va kiéu tuyén bd nhu vay khong thuc sy
dang phai bac bo.”

“Thé thi khong con manh mbi gi.”

“Co thé khong thé,” t6i noi. “Ong ta mang ham thiéu ta. Nhu thé
nghia 1a Ién mdt bac theo nién han va hai bac do cong trang. Chic chin ong
ta d3 1am viéc gi d6 ma chung thich. T6i cling mang ham thiéu t4. Toi biét
co ché thé nao ma.”

“Anh da lam viéc gi ma ho thich?”
“Co 1€ 1a viéc gi d6 ma sau nay ho thay an han.”

“Thoi gian phuc vy,” Jake noi. “Anh ctr quanh quan d6 thi anh s&
duoc thang chuc.”

T6i lac dau. “Co ché khong nhu thé. Cong thém chuyén tay niy gianh
dugc ba trong s6 bon huy chuong hang cao nhat ma cip cua 6ng ta co thé
dat duogc, trong d6 mdt loai dugce tang thudng té1 hai lan. Thé nén han la
ong ta da lam viéc gi d6 dac bi¢t. Thuc ra la bon viée.”

“Moi nguoi déu dugc nhan huy chuong.”

“Khong phai nhitng huy chuong dé dau. Chinh t61 day dugc thudng
mot huy chuong Sao Bac, nhung so v&i tay nay chi 1a hang bét thoi, ma t61
biét mot thyc té 1a huy chuong c& iy khong c6 dugc dé dang dau. Va toi
cling c6 dugc mot huy chuong Trai Tim Tia ma rd rang Sansom khong co.
Ong ta khong nhic tdi nd trong cudn sach ctia minh. Va khong c6 chinh tri
gia ndo chiu quén mot vét thuong khi thi hanh nhiém vu dau. Ca triéu nam
cling chang quén. Nhung gianh dugc mot huy chuwong anh diing ma khong
bi thuong thi hoi bat thuong. Thudng thi hai tha d6 di doi v6i nhau.”
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“Nhu vay c6 thé ong ta boc phét vé may cai huy chuong.”

Moét 1an nita t6i lic dau. “Khong thé lam thé duogc. V&i méot vét
thuong con con trén huin chuong trong chién tranh Viét Nam thi con ¢
thé, thir nao d6 dai loai nhu vdy, nhung ddy 1a phan thudng cho nhiing
nhiém vu rat nang né. Tay nay gianh duoc tat ca cac loai trir Huy chuong
Danh du.”

“Thé thi sa0?”

“Thé nén toi nghi 13 6ng ta dang noi sai su that vé su nghiép cia
minh, nhung theo hudng nguoc lai. Ong ta gidu bdt chtr khong thém vao.”

“Sao 6ng ta 1am thé?”

“Vi ong ta da tham gia it nhat bon nhiém vu bi mat, va bay gid ong ta
van khong thé noi chuyén vé cac vu d6. Diéu d6 cho thdy chung thuc su rat
bi mat, boi tay nay dang trong chién dich van dong tranh cir, va su thoi thiic
noi ra rat 16n.”

“Loai nhiém vu bi mat nao?”

“Co thé 1a bat ctr gi. Chién dich mo am, hanh dong duoc che gidu,
chéng lai bat ky ai.”

“Vay la co thé Susan da dugc hoi vé cac chi tiét.”

“Khong thé,” t6i ndi. “Cac ménh 1énh, nhat ky tac chién va cac bao
c4o hau hanh dong cua Delta khong nam & noi nao gan HRC ca. Ching
hodc da bi huy hodc bi niém phong trong vong sdu muoi nam & Fort

[27]

Bragg = . Khong c6 ¥ coi thuong nhe¢, nhung cac ho so do6 chi cua anh co
muon lai gan con cach ca tri¢u dam cling cha dugc dau.”

“Vay diéu nay gitp ching ta thé niao mai dugc chi?”
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“N6 loai trir binh nghiép ctia Sansom, 1a viy diy. Néu 6ng ta c6 lién
quan gi thi cling la véi tu cach khac.”

“Ong ta c6 lién quan khong?”
“Bang khong thi sao tén 6ng ta lai duoc nhac dén chi?”
“Véi tu cach gi?”

To1 bo nia xudng, udng hét coc ca phé ro1 noi, “To1 khong muon & lai
day. Pay la diém khdéi dau cho nhom con lai. Noi nay s 1a diém dau tién
chung kiém tra.”

T6i bo lai tién boa trén ban r6i ra quiy thanh toan. Lan nay thi co
phuc vu hai long. Ching t6i ra va vao quan véi thoi gian ngan ky luc.

Manhattan vira 13 noi tt nhit vira 13 noi té nhat, danh cho nhirng ké
bi san dudi. Tt nhét, béi néd ken dic ngudi, mdi mét vudng déu c6 téi vai
trim nhan ching xung quanh. Té nhat, boéi nd ken dic nguoi, va ta phai
kiém tra timg ngudi trong tat ca s6 do, chi dé phong bat tric, va viéc nay
that chan chuong, khé chiu, va mét moi, rot cudc khién ta ndi dién, hodc
khién ta luoi biéng. Vay nén, dé cho tién, chung toi tré lai phd 35 Tay, di bd
doc theo phia via hé c6 bong ram, di 1én di xudng phia d6i dién cac hang xe
canh sat dang dd, noi duong nhu 12 nhitng via hé an toan nhét thanh phé.

“Vbi tu cach nao?” Jake hoi lan nira.

“Anh d3 bao t6i dau 1a Iy do ding sau cac vu tu sat ma anh thdy ¢
Jersey dy nhi?”

“Lién quan dén tai chinh hodc tinh duc.”
“Va Sansom khong kiém dugc nhiéu tién khi con trong quan dgi.”

“Anh nghi rang 6ng ta c6 quan h¢ tinh cam ngoai ludong v61 Susan a?”
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“Co thé,” t6i dap. “Co thé ong ta di gip co 4y khi 1am viéc. Ong ta
thudc dang ra vao lién tuc noi lam viéc. Nhitng co hdi dé duoc chup anh
dang bao, dai loai thé.”

“Ong ta da c6 gia dinh.”
“Chinh x4c. Va bay gio 1a mua bau ct.”

“T6i khong nghi c6 kha ning d6. Susan khong phai ngudi nhu thé.
Vay nén hay gia dinh 1a ong ta khong c6 quan hé tinh cam véi chi ay.”

“Vay thi c6 thé 6ng ta quan hé v6i mot nhan vién HRC khac, va
Susan 1a nguoi chimg kién.”

“To1 van khong tin vao kha nang do.”

“Tbi cling khong,” toi néi. “Béi toi khong hiéu 1am thé nao lai ¢6 lién
quan toi thong tin thong tiéc gi ¢ day. Thong tin 1a chuyén 16n. Con maot
moi quan hé chi 13 cau tra 10i c6-khong.”

“Co thé Susan dd hop tac voi Sansom. Khong phai chdng lai ong ta.
C6 thé Sansom muén cho ai d6 khac dinh bé bi.”

“Vay tai sao Susan dén New York thay vi toi Washington hay North
Carolina?”

Jake néi, “Toi khong biét.”

“Va du sao di nita, tai sao Sansom lai doi hoi gi d6 tir Susan? Ong ta
c6 ca tram ngudn tt hon mot nhan vién HRC ma 6ng ta khong biét.”

“Vay moi lién hé nam & dau?”

“C6 thé Sansom c6 quan hé tinh cam tu 1au r61, véi mot ngudi khac,
khi 6ng ta van con trong quan doi.”

“Khi ay 6ng ta chua lap gia dinh.”
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“Nhung c6 cac nguyén tic. Co thé ong ta choi mot nhan vién thudc
quyén. Bay gid chuyén d6 to tat 1am, trong chinh tri ay.”

“Chuyén do da tung xay ra chua?”
“L0c nao cling c6,” to1 nol.
“Vo1 anh a?7”

“Thuong xuyén hét mirc. Theo ca hai chiéu. D61 khi t61 1a nhan vién
thudc quyén.”

“Anh c6 bi rac ro61 nao khong?”

“Khi ay thi khong. Nhung bay gid néu toi ra tranh cur thi s& bi chat

van.”
“Vay la anh nghi rang c6 nhiing tin don vé Sansom, va nguoi ta da
hoi Susan dé khang dinh chung?”

“Co 4y khong thé khang dinh dugc hanh vi. Loai hanh vi iy nam
trong mot tap hd so khac. Nhung c6 1& ¢6 ay c6 thé khang dinh rang nhan
vat A va nhan vat B lam vi€éc & mdt noi trong cung mot thot gian. D6 chinh
1a diéu HRC lam gio6i.”

“Nhu vy co6 thé Lila Hoth dd ¢ trong quan doi cung véi 6ng ta. Co
thé ké nao d6 dang cb gang lién két hai cai tén, nham tao mot vu bé bdi
16n.”

“T6i khong biét,” toi noi. “Diéu d6 nghe c6 vé hoan toan hop 1y.
Nhung t0i c6 mot g nguoi dia phuong rat cing ran nhung so dén muc
khong dam noi chuyén véi NYPD, toi da nhan tat ca nhiing hinh thic de
doa ghé gém, va t61 lai c6 mdt cau chuyén vé mot nhom dd té dang san
sang tudt ra khoi xich. Chinh tri 13 cong viéc ban thiu, nhung c6 t& dén thé
khong?”
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Jake khong tra 101.
T6i ndi, “Va chung ta khong biét Peter dang ¢ dau.”

“Pimng lo vé Peter. N6 13 nguoi 16n réi. Chau toi 1a mot tay hau veé
day. N6 s& tham gia giai bong bau duc qudc gia. Thang bé 1a khdi co bap
nang t6i trim ba 1am ky. N6 ¢ thé ty lo cho ban than. Hay nhé cai tén chau
t61. Peter Molina. Ngay nao d6 anh s& doc thay tén né trén bao.”

“Nhung khong qué sém, toi hy vong thé.”
“Thoai mai di.”
T6i ndi, “Vay bay gio anh mudn lam gi?”

Jake nhun vai va ning né budc téi bude lui trén hé phd, mot nguoi
dan 6ng khong biét dn néi gio lai cang bi su phuc tap ciia nhitng cam xuc
cua minh lam cho kho xtt hon. Anh dung lai, tya vao mot birc tuong, ddi
dién truc tiép véi ctra Don Céanh sat Khu vue 14 & bén kia phé. Anh nhin tat
ca nhimng chiéc xe dang d0, tir trai sang phai, nhirng chiéc Impala va Crown
Vic, nhitng chiéc son va khong son phu hiéu, va ca nhimng chiéc xe day cho
d6 nho nho ngd ngd.

“Chi 4y chét 16i,” anh néi. “Chang c6 gi s mang dugc chi ay tré lai.”
To1 khong noi gi.

“Thé nén toi s& goi cho dich vuy tang 1&,” anh ta noi.

“Va sau do?”

“Chang gi ca. Chi dy da tu ban minh. Biét dugc 1y do ciing chang
gitip ich gi. DU sao thi trong hau hét truong hop anh chang bao gio thuc sy
biét 1y do. Ngay ca khi anh nghi rang minh c6 biét.”

To1 no1, “ToO1 muodn biét 1y do.”
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“Tat sao? Susan la chi t61, khong phai chi anh.”
“Anh d3 khong chtng kién chuyén iy xay ra.”

Jake chang néi gi. Chi cham cham nhin nhiing chiéc xe dd & phia d6i
dién. T6i trong thdy chiéc xe ma Theresa Lee da sir dung. N6 1a chiéc thu tu
tinh tlr bén trai. Mot trong nhitng chiéc Crown Vic khong son phu hiéu nam
& gan cudi dau kia diy xe trong con mdi hon nhitng chiéc khac. Bong hon.
N6 14p lanh duéi anh nang. Chiéc xe mau den, voi hai can dng ten ngan
manh trén nap thung xe tréng nhu nhimg cay kim. Xe lién bang, t6i nghi.
MGt co quan 1am ngan sach ctt hé chon phuong tién di lai 1a nhit toan dd
rac rudi. Thiét bi lién lac cling vay.

Jake noi, “To61 s€ no1 voi gia dinh Susan, chiing t61 s€ chon cat chi éy,
va chung 61 sé tiép tuc cudc séng. Cudc sdng 1a khén nan va roi ta s& chét.
C6 1& c6 mot 1y do tai sao chung ta khong quan tdm né dién ra thé nao hay &
dau hay tai sao. TSt hon khong nén biét. Biét chang c6 gi tot. Chi thém dau.
Chi 14 thir gi d6 té hai sap sira xay ra.”

“Do 1a Iya chon cua anh,” t61 noi.

Anh gat dau va khong noi gi nita. Chi bat tay toi roi quay di. Toi
trong thay anh budc vao mot ga ra & mot khdi nha nim & phia Ty phd 9,
va bon phut sau toi thdy mot chiéc xe thé thao da dung nhé mau xanh 14 cay
hiéu Toyota chay ra. N6 hoa vao dong xe chay vé hudng Tay. Toi doan anh
ta dang huéng vé dudng ham Lincoln vé nha. T6i ty hoi khi ndo minh s&
gap lai anh mot 1an nira. T6i nghi 14 trong vong ba ngdy tdi mot tuan.

To1 da sai.
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TOI VAN CON PANG O PHIA BEN KIA phé déi dién cira caa Pon
Céanh sat Khu vuc 14 thi Theresa Lee budc ra cung hai ngudi mac com 1€
xanh va so mi tréng bé ¢d. Co trong c6 vé mét moi. C6 da nhan cudc goi lic
hai gio sang, viéc ndy cd nghia cd truc ca dém, nhu vay cd s& hét ca lic
khoang bay gio va tdm gio thi dd ngii & nha. Lee da lam ngoai gio sau tiéng.
Tét cho tai khoan ngan hang ctia ¢, khong tbt 1am cho bat ky thtr nao khéc.
Nir tham tir diig trong 4nh nang, hap hay mat, dudi ngudi va roi trong thay
to1 trén via he phia xa, lién to thai do vo ngac nhién kinh dién. Co vb vao
khuyu tay nguoi dimg canh minh ma néi gi d6 roi tro thang vao toi. Toi o
qua xa nén chang nghe duoc nhitng 161 Theresa noi, song ngdn ngit co thé
ctia ¢6 hét 1én rang Nay, éng ta & kia kia, véi mot diu chdm than 16n qua vé
quyét liét trong diéu bo cia co.

Theo phan xa, hai tay mic com 18 ngd vé bén trai nhin dong xe cd,
diéu d6 cho t6i biét rang tru s ciia ho nim trong thanh phd. Cac phd danh
sd 1¢ chay theo huéng Pong sang Ty, cac phd danh sb chin chay tir Tay
sang Pong. Ho biét diéu nay, tir trong mau. Vi vy, ho 13 ngudi dia phuong.
Nhung hai tay nay quen lai xe hon cude bd, bsi ho khong dé v xem li€u co
nhitng ngudi truyén tin di xe dap chay trai duong khong. Ho chi voi va
bang ngang phd, tranh nhing chiéc xe hoi, tach ra va dong thoi tiép can toi
tr bén trai va bén phai, cho to1 théy réng ho d3 duoc huin luyén thuc té &
murc d§ nao do, va dang voi vang. T61 doan chiéc Crown Vic ¢6 nhirng can
ang ten manh nhu cay kim la xe ctia hg. T61 ding trong bong ram cho doi.
Hai nguoi dan Ong déu di giay den, deo ca vat xanh, 4o 16t 1§ ra ¢ cd, 40
trang mic bén trong 4o trang. Phia trai ctia 4o khoac ngoai cdm 1én hon phia
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phai. Cac nhan vién thuan tay phai mang bao sing deo qua vai. Tudi ho
chimg trén duéi bén muoi. Trong thoi ky truong thanh tdi da. Khong phai
linh méi, chua dén mirc cho vé huu non.

Ho thay rang toi s& chang di dau nén giam téc do mot chut va tién vé
phia t6i bang nhiing sai chan dai. FBI, t6i nghi, gan voi canh sat hon luc
luong ban quan d6i. Ho khong trung phu hiéu cho toi xem. Ho chi cho rang
toi da biet ho 1a ai.

“Chiing t6i can ndi chuyén véi ong,” tay bén trai toi cat tiéng.
“Toi biét,” toi noi.

“Lam thé nao ma biét?”

“Vi cac Ong vira chay cat ngang dong xe c¢d dé toi day.”
“Ong biét vi sao khong?”

“Khoéng. Trir phi nguyén nhan 1a moi t6i tu van tdm 1y do bi ton
thuong.”

Miéng tay nay dum lai vé thiéu kién nhan, nhu thé anh ta san sang
chui t61 vi di mai mia. ROi thai d6 anh ta thay doi mot chat tré thanh nu
cudi nhao, anh ta néi, “Puoc roi, ddy 1a ndi dung tu van cua t6i. Hay tra 10i
vai cau hoi rdi quén di chuyén éng da ting ¢ trén chuyén tau do.”

“Chuyén tau nao?”

Tay nay bat ddu mo miéng tra 16i nhung rdi dung lai, khong kip phat
hién thiy rang t6i dang bdn cot hin, va bdi réi vi da to ra khong bén.

To1 hoi, “Nhiing cau hoi nao?”
Anh ta hoi, “So dién thoai cua 6ng 1a gi?”

To1 nod1, “To1 khong c6 s6 dién thoai.”
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“Tham chi dién thoai di dong ciling khong a?”

“Pic biét 1a thAm chi nhu thé ciing khong,” toi dap.

“That vay sao?”

“Téi 1a tén d6 d6,” t6i ndi. “Xin chuc ming. Cac 6ng da tim thay t61.”
“Tén nao?”

“Tén duy nhat trén thé gidi khong c6 dién thoai di dong.”

“Ong 1a nguodi Canada 47"

“Tai sao to1 lai la nguo1 Canada?”

“Vién tham tir bao chung toi rang 6ng nodi tiéng Phéap.”

“Rat nhiéu ngudi ndi tiéng Phap. Co ca mot nude & chau Au day.”
“Ong la nguoi Phap ha?”

“Me t01.”

“Lan gan day nhat 6ng & Canada la khi nao?”

“T6i khong nhé. C6 18 cach ddy nhiéu nam roi.”

“Ong chic chin khong?”’

“Rét chic.”

“Ong ¢6 ban bé hay dong su nguoi Canada nao khong?”
“Khong.”

Tay ndy im ling. Theresa Lee van dimg trén via hé bén ngoai cira
Pon Canh sat Khu vie 14. Co dang dimg trong ning quan sat chiing toi tir
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bén kia phé. Tay con lai noi, “Do chi 1a mot vu tu sat trén tau. Chéng vui gi,
nhung khéng quan trong. Chuyén té hai xay ra. Chung ta rd roi chi?”

T6i ndi, “Chiing ta xong roi chir?”

“C0 ta c6 trao gi cho ong khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ong chic ch?”

“Hoan toan chic chan. Chiing ta xong chua?”

Tay nay hoi, “Ong c6 ké hoach gi 4?”

“Tbi s& roi thanh phd.”

“Di dau?”

“Mot noi khac.”

Anh ta gat dau. “Pugc r6i, chung ta dd xong. Gid thi luon thoi.”

T6i ding yén tai chd. Toi dé cho ca hai budc di, tro lai xe ho. Ho vao
xe, doi c6 mot khoang trong trong dong xe cd roi danh xe ra 1ai di. Toi doan
13 ho sé& di theo hét xa 16 West Side vé trung tam thanh phé, tré vé ban lam
viéc cua minh.

Theresa Lee van dung trén via he.

T6i bang ngang phd, lach qua gitta hai chiéc xe tuan tra mau xanh
tréng dang dd roi bude 1én ria via he, ding gﬁn o, du xa dé thé hién sy tén
trong, du gin dé cho cd nghe thiy tiéng, mit quay vé phia tdoa nha dé mat
t6i khong bi choi nang. Toi hoi, “Tat ca chuyén d6 1a sao thé?”

Co dap, “Nguoi ta d3 tim thiy xe ctia Susan Mark. N6 db & tan dudi
khu SoHo. Sang nay xe duoc kéo di roi.”
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“Va gi ntra?”
“Ho da luc soat xe, diéu do thi ro r61.”

“Tai sao lai r6? Ho da rat quan tam dén chuyén gi d6 ma chinh ho
tuyén bé 1a khong quan trong?”

“Ho khong giai thich suy nghi cta ho. Néi kiéu gi thi néi, ho khong
giai thich voi chung t61.”

“Ho da tim thay gi?”

“MoOt mau giay, trén do c6 thir ma ho nghi la mot s6 dién thoai. Kiéu
nhu mau thu ngan viét v0i vang. Vo nat, nhu rac ay.”

“So thé nao?”

“No6 c6 ma vung 600, ho bao dé 1a ma ciia mot dich vu dién thoai di
dong Canada. Mot mang dac biét. R6i mdt con s0, ro1 chit D, nhu chit cai
dau cua tir nao do.”

“Chang c6 y nghia gi véi t61,” to1 noi.

“To1 cling theé. Tru viéc to61 khong tin do 1a so6 dién thoai mot ti nao.

A /4 ~ /‘( N [2_8] \ . /4 /4 . /‘\ ”\ 29
Khong c6 ma tong dai va lai c6 qua nhiéu con s0.

“Néu do la mang dac biét thi ¢6 1€ n6 khong can ma tong dai.”

“Cé6 vé khong hop 1y.”

“Vay no la gi?”

Theresa Lee dap 101 bang cach vong tay ra sau nguoi rat tu tai sau ra
mot cudn so6 ghi nho. Khong phai loai s6 dugce cap cua canh sat. N6 co bia
ciing mau den va mot dai dan hoi gilr bia gap vao. Ca cuon s6 hoi quan lai,

nhu thé nd di nim trong ti co rat 1au. C6 néi dai, mé s ra chia cho toi
thdy mot trang mau nau vang c6 ghi 600-82219-D bang nét chit gon gang.
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Chir viét tay cta cd, t6i nghi thé. Chi 1 thong tin, khong phai mot birc fax.
Khong phai sao chup lai chinh xac mdt mau thu ngan viét voi vang.

600-82219-D.
“Co thay gi khong?” Lee hoi.

To1 dap. “Hinh nhu cac s6 dién thoai di dong & Canada co nhiéu con
s6 hon.” Téi biét ring cac cong ty dién thoai trén khap thé gidi déu so chay
kho s6. Thém mot con sb thi s& tang kho s6 ctia mot ma khu vue 1én mudi
lan. Ba muoi triéu, khong phai ba triéu. Du dan s6 Canada nho. Pat dai
rong 16n, nhung hau hét dién tich khong c6 nguoi. Chimg ba muoi ba triéu
ngudi, toi nghi. {t hon bang California. Thé nhung California ciing chi can
dau sb dién thoai thong thudng 1a du.

Lee noi, “Do khong phai s6 dién thoai. La mot thir gi khac. Kiéu nhu
mat ma hay s6 x€ ri. Hoac 1a s6 ho so. Bam ay dang phi thoi gian.”

“C6 thé n6 khong co lién quan. Réc trong xe ¢ thé 1a bat ctr thir gi.”
“Khoéng phai van dé toi quan tam.”
To1 hoi, “Co hanh 1y trong xe khong?”

“Khong. Chang co gi ngoai thir ric rudi thuong thiy tich lai trong

2

Xe.
“Thé thi d6 chéc 1a chuyén di ngan. Di roi vé.”
Lee khong dap. Co ngap va ching néi gi. C6 dang mét.
T6i hoi, “Nhiing tay 4y c6 ndi chuyén v4i em trai Susan khong?”
“T6i khong biét.”

“Cé vé 6ng ta muon cho qua va quén hét di.”
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“De hiéu thoi,” c6 no1. “Luon ¢ mot 1y do, va 1y do d6 khong bao gio

hay ho cho lam. Du sao d6 ciing 14 kinh nghiém cua t6i.”
“C6 s& khép ho so a?”
“No da duogc dong lai roi.”
“C0 hai long vé1 chuyén d6 sao?”
“Sao to1 lai khong thé duoc chu?”

“Céc con so0 thong ké,” to61 dap. “Tam muoi phan tram s6 nguoi ty ti
la nam gidi. Ty tir & khu Dong it hon rat nhi€u so vo1 khu Tay. Va noi ¢6 ta
thuc hién viéc ay that ky la.”

“Nhung c6 4y di thuc hién. Ong da trong thdy co Ay lam viéc do.
Chang c6 gi nghi ngd vé chuyén d6. Khong c6 mau thuin gi. P6 khong
phai mot vu &n mang dugc che day tinh vi.”

“Co thé co ta da bi day t6i nudc d6. Co thé d6 1a an mang gian tiép.”
“Thé thi tAt ca cac vu tu sat déu thé.”

Lee liéc xuoi li€c nguoc theo phd, muon ra di, nhung qua lich sy nén
khong thé noéi ra. T61 no1, “Roi, rat vui vi duge gap ¢o.”

“Ong s& roi thanh pho 4?”

Toi gat dau. “Toi s& di dén thu d6 Washington.”
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TOI BAT CHUYEN TAU CHAY TU GA PENN. Tiép tuc dung
phuong tién giao thong cong cong. Pén dugc ga thit cang thang. Chi phai
di bo qua cac dam dong hét ba khdi nha song toi phai theo ddi nhitng nguoi
dang xem hinh chup cac khuén mat trén di¢n thoai di dong cua ho, va
dudng nhu ca thé giéi déu c6 mot dang thiét bi dién tir rt ra roi bat mo 1én.
T6i dén d6 an toan va mua vé bang tién mit.

Tau hoa day ngudi va rat khac tau dién ngam. Tét ca hanh khach quay
mit vé phia trude, ho déu khuét sau nhitng hang ghé cao. Nhitng nguoi duy
nhat toi trong thay duoc 1a nhitng ngudi ngdi hai bén. Mot phu nit ngdi ghé
st t61, hai dan ong phia bén kia 16i di. Toi doan ca ba déu 1a luat su. Khong
phai nhirng nhan vat chu chdt. Co 18 1a nhirng nhan vat cd AA hodac AAA,
nhitng phu ta cip cao ¢ cudc sdng ban ron. Du sao ciing khong phai ké
danh bom tu sat. Hai nguo1 dan 6ng mai cao rau, ca ba nguoi déu kho chiu
ca, nhung ngoai ra thi chang c6 gi dang luu tAm. Du gi thi hé thong duong
sat quoc gia di dén thu d6 cling khéng may thu hut cac tay danh bom tur sat.
Thay vao d6, nd duogc thiét ké phu hop cho mét chiéc va li chira bom. O
Penn, s6 duong ray duoc thong bao vao phut cudi cing. Pam dong xoay
tron trong phong doi 16n va roi voi va di xubng, 1én tau. Khong an ninh.
Nhiing va li mau den c6 banh lan gidng hét nhau xép day trén cac gia hanh
ly. B dé cho mét gi xudng tau & Philadelphia va bo lai chiéc ti ctia minh,
roi it 1au sau nd nd tung, kich béng dién thoai di dong, trong luc con tau
chay vao ga Union ma khong chd ga do, ngay gitra trung tam thu do.
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Nhung chung t61 té1 d6 an toan va to1 Ién duoc dai 16 Delaware ma
khong hé han gi. Washington ciing néng nhu New York, va am udt hon.
Céc via hé phia trudc t6i rai rac cac nhom du khach. Hau hét 1a cac nhom
gia dinh, tu khép noi xa x01. Nhitng bac cha me dﬁy trach nhi€ém, nhitng dira
con sung sia, tat ca déu mic 4o phong, quén sooc 1oe loet, ban do trén tay,
may anh sin sang. No6i thé khong phai bao toi 1a ngudi dn mic lich sy hay
1a mot du khéach thuong xuyén. Trude day thi thodng té1 lam viée & khu vuc
nay, nhung ludn & phia ta ngan song. Nhung toi biét minh dang di dau. Dich
dén cua t6i khong thé 1an dugce va nam ngay phia trude toi. Tru s& Quéc hoi
Hoa Ky. N6 dugc xdy 1én dé tao 4n tuong. Nghe noi cac nha ngoai giao
nudc ngoai da dén tham noi nay hoi ché do Cong hoa con non tré, va khi ra
di ho tin rang nuéc My mai 1a mot cuong qudc. Kiéu thiét ké toa nha da
thanh cong. Qua toa nha nay, phia bén kia dai 10 Bdc 1ap 1a cac van phong
ciia Nha trang. Mot thoi t6i d3 nim duoc thong tin co ban vé nhing tro
chinh trj trong Qudc hoi. Péi luc cac cudc diéu tra dan thang tdi cac Gy ban.
T6i biét rang toa nha Rayburn day nhitng 140 gia kiéu cing c6 mat &
Washington tir thoi cha cang chi kiét. Toi cho 13 nhiing tay tuong d6i moi
nhu Sansom thay vao d6 s& dugc b tri chd trong tda nha Cannon. Danh gia
day, nhung khong phai hang cao nhat.

Toda nha Cannon nam trén dai 160 Poc lap va dai 10 s6 1, an phia ddi
dién goc xa cua toa nha Qudc hoi nhu thé nd dang bay té long tén kinh hodc
tao ra mot moi de doa. Ctra toa nha nay c6 moi hinh thirc bao v€ an ninh.
T6i hoi mot tay mic sac phuc xem 6ng Sansom tir Bac Carolina & trong do
hay khong. Anh nay kiém tra danh sach va noi co. Toi héi lidu toi co thé
chuyén mot mau thu nho toi vin phong cta ong ta khong. Anh ta néi co, toi
o thé chuyén dugc. Anh ta dua cho t6i mot chiée but chi, mot manh giéy
ghi dic biét cia Qubc hoi va mot phong bi. Ngoai phong bi toi ghi ngudi
nhan la 7, hiéu td John T, Sansom, Qudn doi Hoa Ky, da nghi huu, roi ghi
ngay thang. Trén mau gidy toi viét: Sdng sém nay t6i thay mdt phu nir chét
VO cdi tén cua ong trén moi. Khong dang, nhung cling kha dung. T6i thém:
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Béc thém Thuw vién Quéc héi trong vong mét gio niza. Toi ky thu 13 Thiéu td

[29]

mot 6 dé danh dau tra 161. Cau hoi: Quy vi co phai cur tri o khu vuc cua toi

Jack-none-Reacher =", Quan doi Hoa Ky, da nghi huu. Phia dudi cung c6
khéng? To6i danh ddu vao d6. Khong hoan toan ding. Toi khong sbéng o
quan cua Sansom, ciing chang sdng ¢ dau trong s6 434 quan con lai. Song
t6i da timg phuc vu ¢ Bic Carolina, ba lan riéng r&. Thé nén toi cam thay
minh c6 du quyén tra 161 nhu vdy. Téi dan phong bi, giri vao va trd ra cho
doi.
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TOI CUOC BO TRONG CAI NONG trén dai 16 Poc lap téi Bao tang
Hang khong Vii try roi quay nguoc lai huéng vé phia thu vién. Toi ngoi
xuéng cc bac thém khi con cach thoi gian hen nam muoi phut. Cac bac da
am nong. Phia sau nhitng canh cira phia bén trén t6i c6 nhitng ngudi mic
d6ng phuc, nhung ching ai budc ra. Chiac han cac bai dién tap danh gia
nhitng mbi de doa da coi thu vién thudc dang nguy co thap.

To1 cho doi.

T6i khong doi Sansom xuat hién. Toi nghi rang thay vao do toi s& gip
nhan vién. C¢6 1€ 1a nhitng nhan vién van dong tranh cu. Bao nhiéu nguoi,
tdm nao tudi, toi khong thé doan duogc. C6 18 1a tir mot t&i bon nguoi, trinh
do tu dai hoc té1 chuyén gia. To1 thich thu mudn tim ra. Néu 13 mot tay tre
tuoi thi chimg to6 Sansom chang coi trong ldm 14 thu cua t6i. Bon nguoi c6
tudi thi s& cho thay ong ta nhay cam véi van dé nay. Va c6 18 con ¢ diéu gi
d6 dé che giau.

Han hen sau muoi phut d3 téi va tréi qua, toi chang gip nhan vién
van phong hay nhan vién van dong tranh cir nao, du tré hay gia. Thay vao
do, to1 gdp vo Sansom va chi huy an ninh cua ong ta. Muo1 phut sau khi
thoi gian hen troi qua, toi trong thdy mot cap doi khong twong xtmg budce ra
khoi mot chiéc Town Car, durng ¢ chan bac thém rdi ngd quanh. T61 nhan ra
nguoi phu nit nhd nhitng btc anh trong cuén sach ciia Sansom. Ngoai doi,
ba ta trong hoan toan giéng dung mao nén ¢6 & vo cia mot triéu phu. Ba ta
c6 mai toc duoc chim soc trong cira hang tham my loai dat tién, co cot
cach, phong thai, va c6 1& cao hon chong khoang nim phan. Néu tinh ca

https://thuviensach.vn



gudc thi cao hon muoi phan. Nguoi dan 6ng di theo ba ta trong giéng mot
cuu binh Delta mac com I€. Anh ta trong nho song ran chéc, déo dai va gan
li. Cung kiéu nguoi v4i Sansom, song thd hon Sansom trong anh. B6 com
1é cua anh ta cit may bang chat vai dat tién theo kiéu kin ddo, nhung anh ta
da khién né xép nép va nhan nhim nhu quan 4o di chién son nat.

Hai nguoi dmg canh nhau, liéc nhin nhitng ngudi trong khu vuc xung
quanh va lan luot loai trir timg trudng hop. Khi chi con sot lai mdi toi thi toi
gio mot tay 1én chao. Toi khong dung day. Tdi cho rang ho s& budc téi va
dirng phia duéi toi, thé nén néu dimg day thi t6i s& cao hon ho chimg mot
mét. Ngdi yén s& c6 vé it de doa hon. D& khién ngudi ta mudn noéi chuyén
hon. Va lam thé s& thuc té hon, néu xét vé mat tiéu hao nang luong. Toi
dang mét.

Ho tién vé phia toi, ba Sansom di d6i gidy xin, tién timg budc uyén
chuyén va chinh x4c, tay cuu binh Delta nhéc tung budc chan bén canh ba
ta. Ho dirng phia dudi toi hai bac thém va ty gidi thiéu. Ba Sansom tu xung
1a Elspeth con gi kia tu gidi thiéu 13 Browning, con thém rang cach déanh
van cai tén 4y gidng nhu hiéu cia mot loai sing trudng tu dong, ma toi
doan 1a dugc ndi ra ham y ran de nao do. Anh ta la nguoi bay gio t61 maéi
biét. Browning khong cé trong cuén sach ctia Sansom. Anh ta tiép tuc liét
ké toan bd cac giai doan trong 1y lich cua minh, bit dau bﬁng viéc phuc vu
quan doi bén canh Sansom, roi téi cong viéc ngoai quan doi véi vai tro chi
huy an ninh trong sudt nhitng nim Sansom lam in kinh doanh, va rdi chi
huy an ninh trong ca nhiém ky Sansom lam Ha nghi si, roi du kién ciing gitr
cuong vi d6 trong sudt nhiém ky Thuong nghi si va nhitng niam tiép theo.
Toan bo sy phd bay niy néi 1én sy trung thanh. Ba vo va ké hau can trung
thanh. T6i nghi rang minh khong duoc c6 bat cir nghi ngd nao vé chuyén ho
dat hét quan tAm cta ho vao dau. C6 thé 1a hanh dong qua mirc can thiét.
Mic du toi cam nhan rang, vé mat chinh tri, phai vo di ngay tir giai doan
dau 1a mot hanh dong khon ngoan. Hau hét cac vu bé boi bi v 16 khi mot
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ké xir Iy mot van dé ma vo tay d6 chang biét gi. Cho co ta biét ngay tir dau
chinh 1a mot 1oi tuyén bé.

Ba ta lén tiéng, “TU trude t6i gio chiing toi da thang nhiéu cudc bau
ctr va ching toi s& thiang thém nhiéu nita. Nguoi ta di vai chuc 1an ¢b lam
diéu 6ng dang cd lam. Ho da khong thanh cong va 6ng ciing s& khong thanh
cong dau.”

To1 noi1, “To61 chang ¢6 1am gi c4. Va toi1 cling chang quan tam xem ai
thang cu. MOt nguoi phu nit da chét, chi thé thoi, con to61 mudn biét vi sao.”

“Nguoi phy nit nao?”

“Mot nhan vién cua Lau Nam Goc. Bém qua co ay da ty ban vao dau
minh, trén tau di¢n ngam New York.”

Elspeth Sansom liée Browning, Browning gat dau va néi: “Téi di doc
tin do trén mang. To New York Times va Washington Post. Chuyén d6 xay
ra qua mudn nén cac bao in khong kip dang.”

“Sau hai gio sang mot chut,” to1 noi.

Elspeth huéng anh mat tré lai phia toi va hoi, “Ong lién can thé nao?”
“Nhan chig,” t61 n6i.

“Va ¢ ta di nhic toi tén chong toi 4?7

“Do 1a dicu to1 s€ can ban voi1 6ng ay. Hodc 1a vo1 New York Times
hay Washington Post.”

“Do cb phai 101 de doa khong thé?”” Browning hoi.
“To1 doan 1a ¢d,” to1 dap. “Cac ong s€ lam gi vo1 n6?”

“Hay luén nhd,” anh ta noi. “Nguoi ta s€ khong lam nhitng viéc ma
John Sansom da lam trong doi néu hg mém yéu. Va toi1 cling khong mém
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yéu dau. Ca ba Sansom ciing vay.”

“Tuyét voi,” toi ndi. “Ching ta déu di thong nhét rang chang ai trong
s6 chung ta mém yéu. Thuc ra tit ca ching ta déu ran nhu da hét. Gio thi
hay tiép tuc. Khi ndo toi s& gip sép cua ong?”

“Khi con trong quan doi ong 1a gi?”

“La loai ma tham chi cac 6ng cling nén so. Du co thé cic ong da
khong thay so. Nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong. Toi khong tim cach hai ai
ca. Nghia 13, trir phi ai d6 mudn bi hai.”

Elspeth Sansom néi: “Bay gio t6i nay.” Ba ta xuéng tén mot noi ma
t6i cho 1a nha hang, & Vong xoay Dupont. “Chong t6i s& danh cho 6ng nim
phuat.” R6i ba ta nhin t6i 1an nita va noi, “Pung dén ma an mic nhu thé, néu
khong 6ng s& chang vao duoc dau.”

Ho tré vao chiéc Town Car va chay di. T6i c6 ba tiéng dong hd dé
giét thoi gian. Toi bat taxi téi goc phd gitra phd 18 va dai 160 Mass, tim mot
ctra hiéu va mua mot chiéc quén tron cung mot chiéc so mi ké ca r6 mau
xanh nudc bién. Roi toi cude bo téi mot khach san toi théy xudi vé phia
Nam hai tdoa nha trén phd 18. P6 1a mot noi to 16n hoanh trang, nhung
nhing noi to 16n hoanh trang thudng 1a noi tot nhat cho nhiing tién ich lau.
T6i gat dau chao khi di qua cac nhan vién truc sanh roi vao thang may lén
mot téng bat ky va di b doc theo hanh lang cho té1 khi gap mot nhan vién
budng dang don phong trong. Lic nay dd hon 4 gid chiéu. Thoi gian nhan
phong 1a 2 gio. Vi vy dém nay phong ndy s& tréng. C6 18 dém mai ciing
vay. Cac khach san 16n rat hiém khi kin phong. Va cac khach san 16n khong
bao gid dai ngd tot cdc nhan vién budng. Thé nén co nay thay vui khi nhan
ba muoi do la va nghi ba muoi phat. Toi cho 14 ¢6 s& chuyén sang phong
tiép theo trong danh sach budng ctia minh va sé tré lai sau.
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Luc ndy cd van chua don téi phong tam, nhung trén gid van co hai
chiéc khan tdm sach. Chéng ai c6 thé sir dung toan b0 s6 khian mot khach
san 10n cung cap. Van con modt banh xa phong nguyén trong boc dit canh
chau rira va nira chai dau goi dau trén ké. Toi danh rang va tdm mot lac 1au.
T6i lau kho nguoi réi mic bo quan 4o mai vao. Toi 1ay lai cac thir do trong
t0i cia minh réi ném quan 4o cii cua téi vao thung rac trong phong tam. Ba
muoi do la cho tién sir dung phong. Ré hon mot lan chim soc strc khoe va
sic dep. Va nhanh hon. T6i da tro lai dudng phd trong vong hai muoi tam
phut.

T6i cude bd 1én Dupont va do ra nha hang. Nha hang Afghanistan,
cac ban ngoai tro1 dat ¢ san trudc, cac ban trong nha nam sau mot canh cua
gb. N6 trong gidng mot noi s& ddy nhitng ké quyén luc sin sang ném hai
muoi d6 cho mot mon khai vi chi dang hai xu trén dudong phd Kabul. Toi
chép nhan duoc d6 dn chir khong chép nhan dugc gia ca. Toi nghi minh s€
noi chuyén voi1 Sansom roi di dn & mot noi khéc.

T6i di bd theo phd P vé phia Tay toi Coéng vién Rock Creek va leo
xubng gan mép nudc. Toi ngdi trén mot phién d4 phang rong lang nghe
tiéng nudc chay phia dudi va dong xe co phia trén minh. Dan dan tiéng xe
c¢d 16n dan 1én va tiéng nudc chay ling dan di. Khi dong ho trong dau toi
diém bay gio kém nam, toi leo tré lai va hudng vé phia nha hang.
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22

VAO BAY GIO TOI WASHINGTON DANG TOI DAN va tat ca
nhitng cin nha & Dupont déu sang dén. Nha hang Afghanistan treo dén 16ng
gidy khip san. Via hé ddy nhimg chiéc limousine. Hau hét cic ban ngoai
san déu d3 day nguoi. Nhung khong c6 Sansom va ngudi ctia ong ta. TAt ca
nhitng nguoi t6i thdy déu I1a nam gidi tré mac com 18 va phu nit tré mac vay.
Ho tap trung tirng doi, nhém ba hay nhom bon nguoi, tro chuyén, goi dién
thoai di dong, doc thu dién tir bang thiét bi cam tay, lay gidy to trong cip ra
roi lai nhét vao cip. Toi doan 13 Sansom & bén trong, phia sau canh ctra gd.

Co6 mot buc danh cho tiép vién tiép khach m&i1 vao canh via he nhung
to1 chua kip budc té1 do6 thi Browning da lach qua mot dam dong va budc
t6i phia trude t6i. Anh ta gat dau hudng vé mot chiéc Town Car mau den
cach day chirng hai chuc budc va néi, “Ta di thoi.”

To1 no1, “Pi dau? To1 nghi Sansom ¢ day kia.”

“Nghi lai di. Ong 4y khong dung bita & mot noi nhu thé nay dau. Va
chung t6i s& khong dé 6ng ay lam thé du cho 6ng 4y c6 mudn. Thanh phan
phtic tap, qua mat an toan.”

“Vay sao lai dua toi1 to1 day?”

“Chung toi phai dua ong t6i dau d6 cht.” Anh ta dung day nhu thé
viéc toi di cung hodc bo di noi khac tuyét ddi chang c6 nghia gi véi anh ta
vay. T61 nd1, “Vay ong ta dau?”
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“Gan day. Ong ay phai hop. Ong 4y c6 thé danh cho 6ng nam phut
trude khi cudc hop bt dau.”

“OK,” t01 n61. “Ta di thoi.”

Mot tai xé dang ngdi trong chiéc Town Car. May d4 nd sin. Browning
cung t6i leo vao bang ghé sau va tai xé danh xe di, vong gan hét vong xoay
thi r& vé phia Nam rdi chay vé phia Tay theo dai 10 New Hampshire. Chtng
t6i chay qua Bao tang Lich sir. Theo tri nhd cua t6i vé dai 10 New
Hampshire thi phia trudc chung t6i khong co gi nhidu ngoai mot chudi
khéch san 16i t&i Dai hoc George Washington.

Chung t61 khong dung ¢ khach san nao ca. Chung t61 khong dung &
Pai hoc George Washington. Thay vao d6 chiing toi ngoat gap vé bén phai
vao dai 10 Virginia va chay vai trim mét rdi r& vao Watergate. Khu nha cii
noi tiéng, hién truong cua td1 ac. Cac phong khach san, can ho, van phong,
dong song Potomac tdi den chim cham chay phia xa. Tai xé dung xe phia
ngoai mot toa nha vin phong. Browning ngdi yén trén ghé. Anh ta noi,
“Pay 1a quy tic co ban. Téi s& dwa 6ng 1én. Ong s& di mot minh. Nhung t6i
s& & ngay ngoai ctra. Chiing ta hiéu nhau roi ch?”

T6i gat ddu. Chang toi di rd. Chung toi ra khoi xe. C6 mot nhan vién
an ninh mic sic phuc ngdi bén ban phia sau cira, nhung anh ta chang dé
tam gi toi chung t6i. Chung t6i vao thang may. Browning bam s 4. Chiing
toi im lang trong khi thang chay lén. Ca hai ra khdi thang may va budce
ngang mot tim tham mau xam chimg sau mét tGi mot canh cira gan bién
Nghién ciru chung. Mot cai tén nhat nhoa trén mot phién gd chang c6 gi noi
bat. Browning mé cira va day toi vao trong. Toi trong thdy mot phong doi,
trang tri & murc trung binh. Mot ban 18 tin khong c6 ngudi, bon chiée ghé da
thap, cac van phong phia trong nam ca bén trai 1an phai. Browning tré phia
trai cho t61 ma noi, “GO clra va vao trong. T6i1 s€ dgi1 ong ¢ day.”

To1 budce ve phia canh cura bén trai, go ctra, budc vao.
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Co ba nguoi dan 6ng dang doi to1 & van phong phia trong.

Chang ai trong s6 d6 1a Sansom.
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23

CAN PHONG LA KHONG GIAN DU PHONG tréng trai hau nhu
khong co thir @6 ndi that nao. Ba nguoi dan ong chinh 1a ba nhan vién diéu
tra lién bang timg t6i Pon Canh sat Khu vuc 14 ¢ thanh phé New York. Ho
khong c6 vé gi hai long khi gip t6i mot 1an nita. Thoat tién ho khong néi gi
ca. Thay vao do, tay cam dau léy ra khoéi tai mot vat nho béng bac. Mot
may ghi am. May k¥ thuat sb. Loai dung trong vin phong, hiéu Olympus.
Ong ta bAm mot niit, cd mot khoang lang ngan va to6i nghe thay giong ong ta
hoi, “Co ta c6 bao gi ong khong?” nhiing tr nay eo €o khong o va dung
duc tiéng vang, nhung toi van nhan ra. Trich tir cudc tham vén, vao lic nim
gid sang hom do, khi toi ngdi trén ghé, trong trang thai budn ngu, ho tinh
tao va dimg, mui ciia mo hoi, lo lang va ca phé chay trong khong khi.

T6i nghe chinh minh dap 101, “Khéng gi cu thé.”

Tay cAm dau bAm mot nut khac va cac 4m thanh duge ghi lai tan bién.
Ong ta dat chiéc mday vao lai trong ti 4o va 16i tir trong tai con lai ra mot to
giéy gap. T61 nhan ra n6. b6 1a mdt manh giéy ghi dac bi¢t cua Quéc ho1
ma nhan vién an ninh da dua cho t61 ¢ ctra toa nha Cannon. Tay nay mo ra
doc to, “Sang som nay toi thdy mot phu nir chét v6i cai tén cia ong trén

moi.”

Ong ta chia tim gidy vé phia t6i dé t6i c6 thé trong thay nét chit cua
chinh minh.

Ong ta no1, “Co ta da no1 cho ong mot di€u cu thé. Ong da no1 doi voi
nhan vién diéu tra li€én bang. Nguoi ta phai di tu vi viéc ay day.”
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“Nhung khong phai t61,” toi noi.
“Ong nghi thé ha? Piéu gi khién ong dic biét?”

“Chang gi khién t6i dic biét. Nhung diéu gi khién cac ong trd thanh
nhan vién diéu tra lién bang?”

Tay nay khong tra 101.

T6i néi, “Cac ong khong thé choi trd hai mit duge ddu. Cac oéng
mudn choi trd bi mat va khong chiu trung gidy to tiy than, thé thi lam thé
nao toi biét cac dng 1a ai? Co thé cac 6ng 1a nhan vién hd so cia NYPD dén
lam viéc som, tim cach giét thoi gian. Va chéng c6 lut nao vé viée néi dbi
ngudi dan. Néu khong sép cua cac 6ng di vao tu ca 1 rdi.”

“Chung t61 da no61 véi 6ng ching t61 1a ai.”
“Nguoti ta ty nhan minh la du moi tha.”
“Chung t61 trong c6 giong cac nhan vién ho so khong?”

“Rat gidong. Va du gi di nira, co 1€ t61 da khong no1 doi cac ong. Co 1€
to1 da no1 doi Sansom.”

“Vay ding ra la gi?”

“P6 1a viée cta toi. Toi van chua trong thay gidy to tiy than.”
“Chinh xac thi 6ng dang lam gi & Washington? V&1 Sansom?”
“DPo cling la vigce cua t61.”

“Ong mudn hoi 6ng ta mot sd cau hoi a?”

“Cac 6ng c6 ludt cam nguoi ta dit cac cdu hoi sao?”

“Ong d3 1a mot nhan chimg. Bay gid 6ng dang diéu tra ha?”
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“Dat nude tu do,” t61 dap.

“Sansom khong thé noi cho 6ng bét ct diéu gi.”

“Co thé thé,” toi noi. “Co thé khong thé.”

Tay cam dau nglng mot chut rdi noi, “Ong c6 thich tennis khong?”
To1 dép, “Khong.”

“Ong c6 nghe néi vé Jimmy Connors khong? Bjorn Borg? John
McEnroe?”

To1 nodi1, “Cac tay vot tennis, tur thot trude.”
“Chuyé¢n gi s€ dién ra néu ho dy gidi My mé rong nam t&i1?”
“T61 khong biét.”

“Ho s€ bi da dit khép san. Ho s& bi cat dau dua lén dia. Tham chi cac
tay vot nir cling s€ danh bai ho. La nhiing tay vo dich vi dai trong thoi cua
ho, nhung gio ho di 1a cac 6ng gia va ho xuat phat tir mot thoi dai hoan
toan khac. Thoi gian van troi. Cudc choi da thay doi. Ong hiéu diéu toi
dang néi voi ong chu?”

To1 dap, “Khong.”

“Chiing t6i dd xem ho so ciia 6ng. Thoi tién sir thi 6ng 1a ngdi sao.
Nhung by gio day 1a thé gigi moi. Ong d3 hét thoi roi.”

To1 ngoai lai va liéc ra cua. “Browning van & ngoai d6 chu? Hay ong
ta ban ding to1 r61?”

“Browning la ai?”

“Tay da dua toi t6i ddy. Nguoi cia Sansom 4y.”
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“Ong ta di r6i. Ma tén ong ta khong phai Browning. Ong 1a con bé
gilta rimg gia ddy.”

T6i chang noi gi. Chi nghe t6i tir con bé 1a nghi vé Jacob Mark cung
dtra chéu trai Peter cta anh. Mot ¢é gdi gdp & qudn bar. Mt con bé hét sikc

ngon lanh. Peter da roi quan cung no.

Mot trong hai tay con lai trong phong néi, “Ching t6i can éng quén
hoan toan chuyé¢n lam mot diéu tra vién, dugc chi? Chung t61 can ong cu
hay 1a mot nhan ching. Chung toi can biét lam thé nio ma tén ciia Sansom
c6 lién hé téi ngudi phu nir da chét. Ong sé khong roi khoi can phong nay
chirng nao ching t6i chua tim ra.”

T6i n6i, “Toi s& roi khoi phong nay dung lac nao toi quyét dinh lam
thé. Phai can nhiéu hon ba nhan vién hd so dé giit ti ¢ noi ndo d6 ma toi
khong muén 6.”

“Manh miéng dy.”

To1 nod1, “Du sao tén cia Sansom cling dugc nhac té1 ngoai kia roi.
Toi1 da nghe thay cai tén ay tor mi¢ng bon tay di€u tra thué ¢ thanh pho New
York.”

“Bon ho 1a ai?”
“Bon ga mac com I€ cung mot tam danh thi€p gid.”

“Ong c6 thé 1am tot nhat 13 timg d6 hay sao? Do 1a mét cau chuyén
qua nghéo nan. Toi nghi 6ng da nghe cai tén 4y tir chinh Susan Mark kia.”

“Tai sao cac 6ng tham chi ciing quan tim? Mot nhan vién HRC c6 thé
biét diéu gi s& gay hai cho mot ngudi nhu Sansom cht?”

Khong ai néi gi, song su im lang hét sirc ky la. Duong nhu né mang
theo mot cau tra 1oi khong thanh tiéng dang dién cudng xoan xit va phong
to 1én trén, phong ca bén ngoai, kiéu nhu: Khdng chi Sansom lam ching téi
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lo ngai ma la ca quan doi, ca qudn su, ca qua khw, ca twong lai, ca dat

nude, ca chinh phii, cd toan b thé giGi rong 1om, cd vii tru chét tiét nay.
To1 hoi, “Céc o6ng 1a ai?”
Khong c6 cau tra 101.
T6i ndi, “Hoi ay Sansom da lam cai quai gi thé?”
“Hoi nao?”
“Trong sudét mudi bay nim quan ngi ctia dng ta.”
“Ong nghi 6ng iy da lam gi?”
“Bbn phi vu bi mat.”
Can phong tr¢ nén yén lang.
Tay cam dau hoi, “Lam thé nao ong biét vé cac phi vu ciia Sansom?”
Ti ndi, “To6i da doc cudn sach cua ong ta.”
“Chting khong c6 trong sach ciia 6ng ay.”

“Nhung cac huy chuong va nhitng 1an thing cip cta ong ta thi c6. Ma
khong c6 10i giai thich 1d rang nao vé ngudn goc khac ciia ching.”

Chang ai no1 gi.

T6i ndi, “Susan Mark khong biét gi ca. Co ta khong thé biét. Chi 1a
khong thé. C6 thé co ta di lyc tung ca HRC 1én subt ca nim dé tim ma
khong thay nhac t6i chuyén ay du chi chat xiu.”

“Nhung ké nao d6 da hoi co ta.”

“Thé thi sao? Khong tai hai, khong toi 16i.”
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“Chting t6i mudn biét ké do6 1a ai, chi thé thoi. Chung t6i muén theo
doi nhitng viéc nhu vay.”

“Tb6i khong biét d6 12 ai.”

“Nhung 10 rang 6ng muodn biet. Néu khong tai sao 6ng cd6 mat &
day?”

“T6i da thay co ta tu sat. Khong d& chiu gi.”

“Chang bao gio' d& chiu. Nhung chang co6 1y do gi dé xuc dong ca.
Hoic dé gip rac r6i.”

“Céac ong lo lang cho toi 4?”
Chang ai tra 10i.
“Hay céc ong lo ling rang toi s& phat hién ra diéu gi d6?”

Tay thi ba néi, “Piéu gi khién ong nghi rang hai méi lo d6 1a khac
nhau? C6 thé chiing cing 1a mot. Ong phat hién ra gi d6, ong s& bi gong co
dén hét doi. Hodc bi vuong mot vién dan lac.”

To1 khong noi gi. Can phong lai chim trong im 1ang.

Tay cam dau noi, “Co hoi cudi cung. Chi lam mot nhan chimg. Co kia
c6 nhac td1 tén Sansom hay khong?”

“Khong,” toi noi. “Co ta khong nhac.”

“Nhung du sao ngoai kia ciing d nhéc t6i tén 6ng ay.”
“Dung,” to1 no1. “Pung nhu vay.”

“Va 6ng khong biét rang ai dang hoi.”

“Khong,” to1 noi. “To1 khong biet.”
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“Dugc r61,” tay nay noi. “Gio thi hdy quén tat ca nhiing gi vé chliing
to1 ma tiép tuc song di. Chung to61 chang hé mudn gay phuc tap cho cudc
song cua ong.”

“Nhung sao?”

“Chiing toi s& lam thé néu budc phai vay. Nhé chuyén rac réi 6ng co
thé gay ra cho nhan dan hoi & don vi diéu tra tinh nhué 10 chi? Gio thi da
t6i t& hon nhiéu. To6i té gap tram lan. Thé nén hiy hanh dong khon ngoan.
Néu 6ng mudn choi, hdy di ma choi bong chay. Tranh xa chuyén nay. Cudc
choi da thay doi r6i.”

Ho dé cho toi di. Toi theo thang méay xudng, di qua tay ngdi ¢ ctra va
dimg trén mot khu 14t gach rong rai nhin dong song dang liing 16 chay.
Nhitng anh dén phan chiéu dang chay cung v&i dong nude. Toi nghi vé
Elspeth Sansom. C6 ta da khién t6i thdy 4n twong. Pirng dén ma dn mdc
nhir thé, néu khéng éng sé chang vao dwoc ddu. Chi dan sai mot cach hoan
héo. C6 ta dd hoan toan lra dugc t6i. Toi dd mua mot chiéc so mi ma toi
khong can hay mudn c6.

Khong mém yeu.
Chac chan la the chur con gi nira.

Troi dém am ap. Bau khong khi nang né va néng nic mui ma dong
nudc mang lai. T61 quay trd lai phia Vong xoay Dupont. Toi nghi 1a chung
1,25 dim. Pi bo mét hai muoi phut, c6 thé it hon.
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CAC BUA AN TRONG NHA HANG ¢ Washington hiém khi dién ra
ngan hon mot tiéng hoic dai hon hai tiéng dong ho. Do da 1a kinh nghiém
ctia chinh toi. Thé nén t6i hy vong tim ra Sansom liic ong ta dang két thic
mén khai vi hodc dang goi d6 trang miéng. Co thé da dang ubng ca phé va
nghi t6i mot diéu xi ga.

Khi t6i quay lai nha hang, khoang mot ntra s6 ban ngoai san da doi
khach. Cac khach hang méi 1a nhitng thanh nién tré méc com 1€ va céac co
gai mac vay. Nhiéu doi hon 1a céc toan ba, bon nguoi, tinh tu nhiéu hon 1a
cong viéc. Nhiéu chuyén tan giu tung bung dé gdy 4n tuwong voi dbi
phuong hon, it luot thiét bi dién t&r hon. T6i bude qua buc cua nhan vién
phuc vy, cai ¢6 ding do goi vdi theo, toi lién noi, “Toi di cung ngai nghi
s1.” Toi day canh ctra gd, budc vao, nhin ludt qua phong bén trong. D6 1a
mot khong gian thdp hinh chir nhat day anh sang mo va da tha mui gia vi
cuing tiéng ndi chuyén on o, thi thoang vai tiéng cuoi 16n.

Sansom khong c6 trong do.

Chang c6 dau hiéu nao cta 6ng ta, khong c6 dau hiéu nio cia vo éng
ta, ciing khong co dau hiéu cia tay ty xung 13 Browning, khong c6 nhom
nhan vién vin phong hao hing hay cac tinh nguyén vién hd tro tranh ctr
nao.

To1 quay trd ra, cai cd & buc danh cho nhan vién phuc vu nhin to1 vi
ve do xét ro1 hoi, “Ong di cung véi ai?”

Toi1 dap, “John Sansom.”
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“Ong 4y khong & day.”
“R rang thé roi.”

Mot thang nhoc ngdi tai ban ngay canh cui cho toi 1én tiéng, “Bac
Carolina thir mudi bén phai khong? Ong 4y roi thanh phd roi. Ngay mai
ong 4y co bita sang giy quy ¢ Greensboro. Nganh ngan hang va bao hiém,
khoéng c6 nganh thudc 1a. T6i di nghe ong 4y nodi cho ngudi cua toi tat ca vé
chuyén ay.” Cau cudi cling cta cdu ta huéng vé phia co gai ngdi d6i dién
chtr khong phai toi. Co 18 trong tAm ca bai dién thuyét Ay 13, Ngwoi ciia t6i.
R& rang thang nhoc nay 1a mot tay hét sic quan trong, hodc dang mudn
duoc nhu thé.

To1 trd lai via he, ding yén mot gidy, roi 1én dudng té1 Greensboro,
Bac Carolina.

T6i dén d6 bang mot chuyén xe buyt mudn theo lich trinh s& dimg ¢
chang dau tién 1a Richmond, Virginia o1 & Raleigh, r6i & Durham, r6i &
Burlington. T6i khong cha y dén lich trinh. Téi ngii suét ca ching duong.
Chiing toi t6i Greensboro liic gan 4 gid sang. Toi cudc bd qua cic vin
phong cho déng tién bao lanh, hiéu cam dd cira sat cudn va bo qua vai tiém
an nho ré tién cho t6i khi tim dugc hang an to6i mudn. Toi dang chon khong
phai cin ctr vao thirc an. V&i toi thi moi d6 an trong nha hang déu nhu nhau
ca. Toi dang tim cac danh ba dién thoai va cac gia bao dia phuong mién phi
nén phai di bo dai dai méi kiém ra. Nha hang t6i chon vira méi mé ctra.
Mot anh chang mic 4o 16t dang rudi md 1én vi. Ca phé nho giot xudng mot
chiéc binh. Tbi vo 14y cubn Cdc trang vang nién gidm, vao mot ban va tim
khach san ¢ trong 4y. Greensboro c6 day khach san. Noi day co6 dién tich
turong dbi. Dan s ¢6 18 tim mot phan tu triéu ngudi.

T6i suy luan rang mot bita sang gdy quy s& dién ra & mot dia diém
tuong ddi sang. Cac nha tai trg thudc hang giau co, ho s& chang t6i Nha tro
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Red Root{—] dé an mQt mon co gia t61 ndm tram do6 la. S€ khong thé nhu
thé néu ho lam trong nganh ngan hang va bao hiém.

To1 doan la khach san Hyatt hodc Sheraton. Greensboro c6 ca hai
khach san nay. Kha niang 12 nim muoi-nim muoi. T6i gap cudn nién giam
va bat dau ludt qua cac trang bao mién phi, & khang dinh suy doan cua
minh. Cac bio mién phi ding tai tat ca nhiing su kién dang cha y & dia
phuong.

T6i tim dugc mot bai viét vé bita sang ndy & to bao thir hai ma téi mé
ra. Nhung nhan dinh cia toi vé khach san di sai. Khong phai Hyatt ciing
chang phai Sheraton. Thay vao d6, Sansom da chét mot noi 1a khach san O.
Henry, t6i doan nd dugc dit tén theo nha vin ndi tiéng ctia Bic Carolina.
Dia chi dugc cung cép. Du kién sy kién s& bat dau luc bay gio sang. To1 x¢é
liy bai bao, gip nho lai dat vao tii. Tay thanh nién sau quiy d3 chuin bi
xong moi thir va mang cho t6i mot coc ca phé ma khong hé hoi gi. Toi nhap
mot ngum. Chang gi tot hon 1 thuong thic khi ¢ udng vira duoc pha. Roi

[31]

anh chang ché bién moén ay.

t01 goi mQt suat combo l6n nhat ¢6 trong thuc don rd1 ngd ngudi xem

Toi bat taxi téi khach san O. Henry. L& ra co thé cudc bo, ma cong
tim taxi con mat nhiéu thoi gian hon thoi gian ngdi xe, nhung t6i mudn dén
bang phuong tién sang mot chut. Toi téi noi lac 6 gio 15 phut. Khach san
nay la ban sao thoi hién dai cia mot khach san ¢o kiéu cach. No trong nhu
mot cong trinh doc 1ap, nhung c6 18 khong phai thé. Rat it khach san nhu
vay. Sanh trang tri kiéu co, mo o, diy nhitng ghé banh boc da sang trong.
T6i budc qua chung t6i quay tiép tan véi vé tu tin va banh bao bang hét kha
ning ctia mot gi mic chiéc so mi nhin nhum gia mudi chin d6 la. C6 mot
phu nir tré truc & quay. Co trong ngdp nglng, nhu thé vira moi vao lam va
con chua quen han. C6 ta nhin 1én t6i, t6i n6i, “Toi dén day du bira sang cua

ong Sansom.”
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Co gai tré khong noi gi. Co chat vat tim cach déap lai, nhu thé toi da
cung cap quéa nhiéu thong tin khién co lung ting. Toi noéi, “Ho phai dé vé
cua to1 ¢ day.”

“Veé cua Ong a?”

“Gidy moi cta toi 4y.”

“A1 moi?”

“Elspeth,” toi dap. Y toi 1a ba Sansom. Hodc ngudi ctia ho.”
“Nguoi nao?”

“Nguoi chi dao an ninh.”

“Ong Springfield phai khong?”

T6i mim cudi voi minh. Springfield 1a mot nha san xuat sung trudng
tu dong, cling nhu Browning. Tay nay thich choi chit, qua la vui nhung dai.
Nhiing céi tén gia s& hiéu qua hon néu chung hoan toan khoéng c6 méi lién
hé nao véi thuc té.

T6i hoi, “Sang nay co da gip ho chua?” Pay la cau wém 10i tinh té.
T6i cho ring Greensboro khong nam trong quan bau cir nghi si cta chinh
Sansom. Mot chién dich tranh ctr ghé Thuong nghi si can phd truong va
gay quy trén quy mo toan bang. T61 doan la khu vuc cua Sansom da dam
bao chac chan thang loi, va dén lac ndy ong ta s& quing ludi ra xa hon. Vi
thé c6 1& ong ta d3 ¢ khach san qua dém, sin sang dé khaoi sy sém sua.
Nhung t6i khong thé chic chian. Téi ma hoi ong ta dd xudng khoi phong
hay chua thi t6i s& trong nhu mot ké dan don néu nhu chd 6ng ta & cach day
vai phat di b. Hoi Sansom da téi hay chua thi toi cling sé trong dan don
khong kém néu nhu 6ng ta & cach xa dén hai trim dim. Thé nén toi chon
phuong an trung lap.

Co kia no1, “Theo nhu t61 biét thi ho van con trén gac.”
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Tdi bao, “Cam on,” rdi budc lai sanh, cach xa thang may dé co ta
khong c6 gi phai lo lang. T6i cho cho tdi khi dién thoai chd c¢o kia do
chudng va ¢ ta bat dau gd ban phim, tip trung vao man hinh may tinh,
doan t6i nhanh chan vong qua sat mé cudi phong va bam nut thang 1én.

T6i nghi rang Sansom s& ¢ trong khu phong 16n, va cac khu phong
16n s& nam o tang trén cung, thé nén t6i bAm nat ting cao nhat ¢ thang may.
Mot luc lau sau t61 budce tir thang may ra mdt hanh lang yén tinh trai tham,
¢ mot canh sat mic sic phuc ding nhan nhd bén ngoai mot canh ctra doi
bang gd gu. Mot canh sat tuan tra, tir Phong canh sat Greensboro. Khong
tré. Mot canh sat 1au nam, kiém nhitng dong thu nhap thém dau tién bang
thoi gian 1am ngoai gio ma chang phai ¢d gang gi. Hién dién cho c6 1. Toi
bude vé phia 6ng ta v&1 nu cuoi thé hién su tiéc nudi, kiéu nhu Nay, ong
ban dang lam viéc, toi dang lam viéc, mot ga dan ong phai lam gi? Toi
doan 1a chic chan 6ng ta da phai tiép vai vi khach rdi. Ca phé ubng mang
1én phong, cac nhan vién vin phong c6 nhing 1y do phu hop dé téi, ¢ 18 ca
nha bao. T6i gat dau voi 6ng ta va noi, “Jack Reacher téi gap ong Sansom,”
roi ruén nguodi qua ong ta ma gd cira. Vién canh sat khong phan Gng gi.
Khong phan nan gi. Chi dung do, hét nhu mot mon hang trung bay. Du sau
ndy c6 lam gi di nita thi lic ndy Sansom van chi 1a nghi si tir mot ving xa
x01, con lau 6ng ta méi dugc bao vé nghiém ngit.

C6 mdt khoang ngimng ngan, roi ctra khu phong mé ra. Vo Sansom
dung d6, ban tay dit trén tay nim cira phia trong.

Co ta da an mac chinh té, da lam chai toc, trang diém xong, san sang
cho m{t ngay maéi.

“Xin chao, Elspeth,” t61 noi. “To1 vao dugc chu?”
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TOI NHAN THAY SU TINH TOAN NHANH CHONG, day chuyén
nghiép kiéu vo cua chinh tri gia thoang ludt qua d6i mat cua Elspeth
Sansom. Ban ning dau tién: dudi c¢o ké pha théi di. Nhung: c6 mot canh sat
ngoai hanh lang, co 1& ¢ canh truyén théng trong toa nha, lai gan nhu chic
chan 1 nhan vién khach san trong cu ly ¢6 thé nghe duoc. Va nguoi dan dia
phuong ban tan. Thé nén cd ta nudt cuc tic xudng ma nédi, “Thiéu ta
Reacher, that vui khi gip lai 6ng,” va lui lai nhudng chd cho toi bude qua.

Khu phong rong va tbi bai cc ctra s6 kéo rém va rat nhiéu d6 noi that
ning né c6 gam mau thim. C6 mot phong khach dit quay bar dé in sang va
mot canh cira mo chic chan 1a dan téi mot phong ngi. Elspeth Sansom dua
t6i tGi gitta noi ndy thi ding lai, nhu thé khong biét phai lam gi ké tiép véi
t6i. ROi John Sansom budc ra khoi phong ngi dé xem tat ca chuyén on ao
nay 1a thé nao.

Ong ta mic quan dai, 40 so mi, that ca vat, di tat. Khong di giay. Vién
nghi si trong bé, nhu mot ngudi thu nhé. Tang nguodi rén chic, tir vai tro
xubng déu hep. Pau 6ng hoi qua to so v4i phan con lai cua co thé. Toc ong
ta cat ngan, chai gon gang. Da ong ta ram ning nhung theo kiéu hoi nhin,
ning doéng, do hoat dong ngoai troi. Khoe khoan. Tay ndy khong dung dén
tam nang. Sansom ngdi ngdi su gidu cd, quyén luc, stc séng, vé oai phong.
That d& hiéu lam thé nao 6ng ta di thang trong nhiéu cudc bau ctr. That dé
hiéu vi sao cac tuan san tin tic lai phai long 6ng ta. Ong ta nhin t6i roi nhin
vo va héi, “Springfield dau?”
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Elspeth dép, “Anh ta xudng gac kiém tra moi thir. Chac han ho da qua
mat nhau trong thang may.”

Sansom gat dau, khong nhiéu hon 13 mot 1an dua mi mét 1én xuéng
nhanh le. M0t tay ra quyét dinh ting trai, mot nguoi thuc té, khong ban tam
nhiéu t6i nhitng chuyén da roi. Ong ta liéc t6i n6i, “Anh khong chiu bo
cudc.”

To1 noi, “To1 chua bao gio thé ca.”

“Anh khong nghe 10i nhitng chang diéu tra lién bang & Washington
a?r”’

“Chinh x4c thi ho 1a a1?”

“Nhitng tay d6 42 Anh biét co ché thé nao ma. Tdi c6 thé noi cho anh,
nhung sau d6 t6i s& phai giét anh. Nhung du 14 gi, nhiém vy cta ho 13 canh
bao dé anh tranh ra.”

“Nghe khong co 1y.”

“Ho da chuyén cho t6i tat ca nhimg gi anh da khai. T6i bao ho rang
ho s& that bai.”

“Ho ndi chuyén véi to1 nhu the t61 1a thang moi ay. Va ho ndi rang toi
qua gia. No1 the khién ong cling tré nén qua gia.”

“To1 cling qué gia. Du sao thi cling qué gia cho hau hét cai tro vé van
29

nay.
“Ong c6 mudi phut phai khong?”
“T6i ¢6 thé danh cho anh nam phut.”
“Ong c6 ca phé khong?”

“Anh dang phi thoi gian day.”
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“Chiing ta c6 nhiéu thoi gian ma. Du gi thi cling nhiéu hon nam phit.
Tham chi hon mudi phit. Ong can thoi gian dé budc day gidy va mic 4o
khoéc. Lam viéc d6 mét bao 1au?”

Sansom nhun vai, budc vé quay bar an sang, r6t cho t61 mot tach ca
phé. Ong ta mang lai, dua cho t61 r61 noi, “Pi thang vao van dé di. To1 biét
anh la ai va vi sao anh t61 day.”

“Ong biét Susan Mark khong?”” Téi hoi 6ng ta.

Ong ta lic dau. “Chua bao gid gip co ta, tham chi tinh toi dém qua thi
to1 con chua bao gio nghe noi to1 co6 ta.”

T6i dang quan sat hai mat Sansom va tin 6ng ta. Toi hoi, “Vi sao mot
nhan vién HRC lai bi ép kiém tra thong tin vé ong?”

“P6 1a diéu dang dién ra sao?”
“Nhan dinh sat nhat 1a thé.”

“Thé thi t6i khong biét réi. HRC 1a vo moi cia PERSCOM, ding
khong? Anh di timg c6 duoc gi tir PERSCOM? Bit ky ai timg c6 duoc gi?
Ho di kiém duoc gi & d6? Cac ngay thang va cac don vi, tit ca chi co thé.
Va dau gi thi doi toi ciing trd thanh ho so cong khai roi. Toi da 1én CNN ca
tram 1an. Toi d3 gia nhip quan doi, da hoc truong si quan du bi, da dugc
phong ham si quan, d3 dugc thing cap ba lan, roi toi xuat ngii. Chang c6 bi
mat nao & d6 hét.”

“Céc phi vy cua ong trong lyc luong Delta 1a bi mat.”

Can phong trd nén yén ling hon mot chit. Sansom hoi, “Lam thé nao
anh biét?”

“Ong d3 nhan dugc bon huy chuong. Ong khong giai thich vi sao.”

Sansom gat dau.
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“Cudn sach khon nan 4y,” 6ng ta noi. “Cac huy chuong ciing 13 thu
dugc ghi lai. Toi khong thé tir bo chiing. Lam thé 1a thiéu t6n trong. Chinh
tri 13 mot bai min. Lam 1a chét, khong lam cling chét. Co tranh kiéu nao thi
chung c6 thé luon mo duoc ra ta.”

To1 khong noi gi. Sansom nhin t61 hoi, “Bao nhi€u nguodi s€ biét két
noi chuyén ay? Y t61 la ngoai ong ra.”

“Khoang ba tri¢u,” t61 dap. “Coé thé hon. Tat ca nhiing nguoi trong
quan ddi1, va tat ca cac cuu binh con du thi lyc dé doc. Ho biét co ché hoat
dong ra sao.”

Ong ta lac dau. “Khong nhiéu dén thé. Hau hét moi nguoi khong co
tu duy thac mac. Ma dau c6 di nita, hau hét cling déu ton trong tinh bi mat
cua nhitng van dé nhu thé. Toi khong nghi 1a s€ c6 rac ro1.”

“C6 mot rac ro1 ¢ dau do. Néu khong thi tai sao Susan Mark lai bi tra
hoi cha?”

“Co thyc sy 1a co ta dd nhac toi tén toi khong?”

T6i lac dau. “Noi thé dé thu hat sy cha y ciia 6ng thoi. Toi nghe cai
tén 4y tir miéng mot nhém ma toi cho 1a duge thué boi ké dang dat ra cac
cau hoi.”

“Va chuyén nay co6 ich gi cho anh?”

“Chang c6 gi hét. Nhung c6 y tréng c6 vé 1a nguoi tdt, bi ket vao thé
tién thoai ludng nan.”

“Va anh quan tam sao?”

“Ca ong nira, du chi 1a chut it. Ong khong tham gia chinh tri chi dé
gianh duogc nhitng gi cho riéng 6ng. it nhét toi ciing thyc long hy vong rang
ong khong nhu vay.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Anh c6 thuc su la ctr tri cua t61 khong?”

“To1 khong 1a cur tri cia 6ng téi khi nao nguoi ta bau 6ng lam Tong
thong.”

Sansom im lang magt 14t roi noi, “FBI cling da tom lugc cho to6i. To1
dang ¢ vi thé c6 thé giup d& duoc ho, thé nén ho lam rd rang ho s& ludn
cung cap thong tin ddy du cho t6i. Ho bao 1a bén NYPD cam thiy anh phan
mg trudc toan bd chuyén nay voi cam giac ti 16i. Nhu thé lac trén tau anh
da gay stc ép qua mirc. Ma t6i 161 chua bao gior 1a co so diing ddn dé ra cac
quyét dinh hop 1y.”

To1 nod1, “Do chi la quan diém ciia mot phy nir.”
“Va co ta da sai sao?”
To1 chang noi gi.

Sansom bao, “To61 s€ khong ndi cho anh nghe céi khi kho nao vé cac
phi vu dau.”

T6i ndi, “Toi khong mong doi 6ng lam thé.”
“Nhung sao?”
“Co bao nhiéu thtr s€ quay tr¢ lai ma gay hai cho 6ng?”

“Chang gi trén doi ndy hoan toan den hay tring. Anh biét diéu do.
Nhung khong co tdi 4c ndo dd dugc giy ra. Va du sao thi chang ai co thé
dén duoc su that thong qua mot nhan vién HRC. Day 1a mot vu tham do. T¢é
nhat thi ddy 1a tro béi 16ng tim vét tay mo ga mo ctia ddm bao chi.”

“To1 khong nghi the,” t61 ndi. “Susan Mark rat so hai va con trai co
ay dang mat tich.”
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Sansom liéc vg. Ro1 lic lai t61. Ong ta nodi, “Ching t61 khong biét
viéc do.”

“Thong tin d6 chua dugc thong bao. N6 1a mot cau thu & USC. Cach
day nam ngay thang bé da roi quan bar véi mot co gai. Tir d6 toi nay chua
ai trong thay né. N6 dugc cho 1a dang tam vang mit khong phép, dang tan
hudng nhiing thoi khic tuyét nhat trong doi.”

“Anh biét chuyén nay bang cach nao?”

“Qua em trai cia Susan Mark. C4u cua thing bé.”
“Va anh khong tin cau chuyén do a?”

“Qua trung hop.”

“Khong han thé. Lic nao chang c6 chuyén bon con trai ro1 quan bar
V01 cac ¢o gat.”

“Ong la mot nguoi cha,” té1 ndi. “Dicu gi khién 6ng tu ban vao dau
minh, di€u gi khién 6ng khong lam thé?”

Can phong con trd nén im ling hon nira. Elspeth Sansom thét 1én,
“Chét tiét.” Trong mét Sansom hién 1én 4nh nhin xa xdm ma trudc day toi
ting thay & cac si quan chién trudng tai ba khi phan tng trudc mot tré ngai
chién thuat. Tu duy lai, trién khai lai, tb chuc lai, tit ca dién ra trong mQt
hai gidy ngan ngui. To6i thdy ong ta luét lai qua khr va di dén mot két luan
chic chan. Sansom néi: “T6i lay lam tiéc vé hoan canh ciia gia dinh Mark.
To6i thuc su ldy lam tiéc. Va t6i sé& giup d& néu c6 kha ning, nhung toi
khong thé. Khong gi trong quing doi hoat dong & luc lugng Delta cia t6i co
thé duoc tiép can thong qua HRC. Khong gi hét. Hodc chuyén nay lién quan
t&i mot van dé hoan toan khéc, hodc ké nao dé dang nhom 1am chd.”

“Ho s€ nhom ng6 cho nao khac day?”
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“Anh biét 13 chd nao ma. Va anh biét ré“mg ho s€ tham chi khong thé
mon men t6i gan. Va ai d6 biét nhiéu dén mac muén c6 nhiing hd so vé
Delta thi s& biét chd nao dé tim chung, chd ndao khong, chac chan 1a thé.
Nhu vay chuyén nay khong lién quan toi Luc luong Piac biét. Khong thé.”

“Vay no sé lién quan t61 van dé nao khac?”
“Chang gi ca. Toi chang co ti vét nao hét.”
“That thé sao?”

“Hoan toan nhu vdy. Mot trim phan traim. Toi d4u phai thang ngu.
To61 da khong nhay vao hoat dong chinh tri néu t6i co6 diéu nho nhit nhét
can che gidu. S& khong nhay vao dau mot khi moi chuyén thoi nay 1 thé.
Tham chi t6i chua bao gio bi nhan vé phat do do xe sai luat nita kia.”

“Puogc rdi,” to1 nodi.
“To1 rat ti€c ve ngudi phu nit trén tau dién ngam.”
“Puogc rdi,” toi ndi 1an nira.

“Nhung bdy gid ching t6i thuc sy phai di roi. Ching t6i phai thuc
hién cai tro trinh trong xin x06 day.”

T6i hoi: “Ong d3 bao gid nghe cai tén Lila Hoth chua?”

“Lila Hoth 4?” Sansom néi. “Chua, t6i chua bao gi nghe thay céi tén
do.”

T6i dang quan sat mit Sansom, va cam thay ong ta dang noi 1én sy
that tuyét doi. Va dang néi doi trang tron. Ca hai cing mdt luc.
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LUC TRO RA QUA SANH, t6i di qua Springfield. Khi ay t6i dang
hudng vé cira dan ra phd, anh ta tir mot phong an budc ra. Phia sau anh ta,
t6i thay nhitng ban tron phil khin tring mudt, & giita dit nhitng cum hoa
trang tri 1on. Springfield nhin t6i, mat chang 16 chit ngac nhién nao. Ct nhur
thé anh ta dang danh gia nang luc cua toi va thdy rang ciing dang hai long.
Ctr nhu thé t61 dén véi chu cta anh ta vao ding khoang thoi gian anh ta
trong do1. Khong nhanh, khong cham, ma ngay chinh x4c thoi han anh ta da
cho phép, Springfield danh cho t6i mot cai nhin danh gia day chuyén
nghiép va tiép tuc budc ma khong hé md miéng.

T6i tré lai New York ding nhu cach di roi khoi d6 nhung theo chiéu
nguoc lai. Bit taxi téi bén xe Greensboro, di xe buyt vé Washington, roi t6i
tau hoa. Chuyén di kéo dai ca ngdy va mot phan ctia budi toi. Lich chay xe
buyt va lich tau hoa khong thuan nhau 1dm, hai chuyén tau dau tién chay tir
Washington lai ban hét sach vé. Toi danh thoi gian di chuyén dé suy nghi,
trudc tién vé nhitng diéu Sansom da néi, va da khong noi. Chang gi trén doi
nay hoan toan den hay trang. Nhung khong ¢ toi de nao da dwoc gay ra.
Va du sao thi chcfng ai ¢ thé dén dwoc sw thit thong qua mot nhan vién
HRC. Khong c6 pha nhan nao vé hoat dong dang ngd. Hau nhu nguoc lai.
Thuc té 13 mot 1oi thh toi. Nhung 6ng ta cam théy réng minh van chua di
qua da. Khong ti dc ndo. Va Sansom tuyét doi tin tuong rang cac chi tiét
dugc khoa chit vinh vién. Tém lai, d6 1a mot quan diém thuong théy trong
dam cuu quan nhan thudc lyc luong mii nhon. Co van dé 1a mot tir ¢ v
nghia to tat d6i véi tat ca chiing t6i. Bay chit cai, nhung ndi ham ciia n6 du
bang ca mdt cudn sach gido khoa. Chic chin sy nghiép cua t6i khong phai
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chiu sy do xét qua muc. To6i khong mat ngi vi né. Nhung nhin chung toi
thiy hanh phuc khi cac chi tiét bj khoéa chat. Va rd rang Sansom ciing vay.
T6i biét nhiing chi tiét cia minh. Con cta 6ng ta 1a gi? Rd rang 1a tha gi d6
ton hai cho ong ta. Hodc gdy hai cho c4 nhan, hodc cho nd luc tranh ctr cua
ong ta. Hodc ca hai, khong thé tranh khoi. May tay nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang dd khién diéu dé trd nén cuc ky 1d rang. Sansom khéng thé néi cho
ong bdt cir diéu gi. Nhung nguy hai ciing con & quy mé 16n hon, néu khong
thé thi tai sao mdy tay nhan vién diéu tra lién bang lai nhdy vao ngay tir
dau?

Va Lila Hoth 1a ké quai quy nao chu?

T6i tu hoi minh nhitng cau hoi ay sudt ching dudng chay xe buyt xoc
nay, va sudt chiang nghi dai & ga Union, rdi t6i dau hang khi con tau toi ngdi
chay vé hudng Bic xuyén qua Baltimore. T6i chang di toi dau véi may cau
hoi 4y, va du sao thi dén luc Ay toi ciing lai dang nghi vé mot van dé khac.
T6i dang nghi vé dia diém chinh x4c ¢ thanh phé New York ma Susan Mark
huéng t6i. Co di lai xe tir phia Nam va dd co ké hoach bo lai xe, t6i dich
can tGi b::fmg tau dién ngém. Xét vé mat chién thuat thi 1am thé 1a khon
ngoan, va co 1€ khong co lya chon nao khac. Han 1a c6 da khong mac ao
khoac khi chay xe. Qua nong. C6 1& ¢d da dé nd ¢ ghé sau, nhiéu kha ning
hon 1a trong cbp, cung chiéc tii va khau sung, noi khau stng s& duoc an
toan trudc nhitng con mét toc mach. Vi thé c6 di chon dd xe, ra khoi xe va
chuan bi cho minh sin sang budc vao tran danh khi khuat mat nguoi ngoai
va tuong ddi bi mat.

Nhung khuit mit ma ciing khong xa qua. Khong qua xa so véi dich
cudi cung co huong téi. Vi Susan da bi cham. Co da qua mudn roi. Vi thé,
néu can phai dén tudt man trén thanh phé, cd hin di dau xe & man gifra
thanh phé. Nhung Susan da dau ¢ man dudi thanh phé. O khu SoHo. C6 18
d3 1én tau ¢ phd Spring, trude téi mot ga. CO van ngdi yén khi tau chay qua
phd 33. Rdi moi thir ao téi. Néu khong, t6i cho 14 ¢o s& ngdi trén tau di sudt
ga Trung tAm va ra khoi nha ga & phd 51.
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C6 thé 1a phd 59. Nhung chic chan khong thé xa hon. Phé 68 1a diém
dimg qua xa. Sau vao khu Upper East. Mot khu hoan toan méi. Néu can
phai 1én tudt phia d6 thi han cd da di theo duong ham Lincoln chtr khong
phai duong ham Holland, va c6 da 1ai xa hon vé huéng Béc trudc khi dau
xe. Bdi c¢o dang rat gap. Vay nén ga & phd 59 1a gidi han tran cua co.
Nhung du biét duoc ¢ di dau ching nira, toi van ¢ cam giac rang cd6 mudn
thoai lui, du chi chat it. Tam 1y hoc nghiép du. Tiép can tir huéng Nam,
vuot qua diém dinh t&i, roi tir huéng Bic quay tré vé. Va hy vong rang ké
thu cua co di sai duong.

Thé nén trong dau toi v& ra mot o, tir phé 42 t61 phé 59, va tu dai 10
Nam t6i dai 16 Ba. Sau muoi tdm khéi nha hinh vuéng. Chira nhiing gi?

Chung tam tri€u thir khac nhau.

T6i ngimg dém truéc khi tau dén Philadelphia. Pén lic nay toi bi
phan tam boi c¢b gai phia bén kia 16i di. C6 ching hai tu hai 1am tudi va cuc
ky an tugng. C6 18 1a ngudi mau, 6 18 1a dién vién, ¢6 1& chi 1a mot luat su
hay nha van dong hanh lang xinh dep. Mét con bé hét sike ngon lanh, c6 18
mot van dong vién cua Pai hoc Nam Carolina noi thé. Piéu d6 khién toi
mot 1an nita nghi toi Peter Molina, va su mau thun rd rang & mot ké du
chuyén nghiép dé sir dung cu ta lam cong cu khong ché mot ngudn tin vo
gia tri.

Ong chii chiing t6i sé diéu ca mét dgi. Thanh phd New York c6 sau
dau mdi giao thong cong cong chinh: Newark, LaGuardia, sin bay JFK,
cong thém ga Penn, Ga Trung tim, cong thém bén xe buyt Port Authority.
Newark c6 ba cong, LaGuardia c6 ba, cong thém cong danh cho xe buyt noi
thanh, JFK c6 tam, ga Penn rdng 16n, Ga Trung tam khéng 16, Port
Authority thi déng dtic. Nhan luc can dé co thé do xét hiéu qua s& 1én toi
gén bon chuc nguol. Tu tAm muoi nguoi trd 1én, dé dam bao thuc hién lién
tuc. Va tdam muoi nguot da la ca mot doan quan chr khong phai mot doi
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nira. Thé nén t61 xudng tau véi mic canh gidc khong cao hon muc thong
thuong.

Ma may man lam sao, canh giac nhu thé 1a du.
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TOI LAP TUC TRONG THAY ké theo ddi. Han dang dwa vao mot
ciy cot gitra khong gian rong 16n ctia ga Penn, dting yén, voi kiéu co thé bat
dong hoan toan do & yén mot chd vi phdi truc 1au. Tay ndy ding yén nhu
tuong, ca thé gidi ban ron xoay quanh han, nhu mot dong séng chay xung
quanh tang da. Tay han cam mot dién thoai di dong kiéu nip gap dang mo
ra, ti xudng dui. Han 1a mot tén cao nhung giy. Con tré, chimng ba muoi.
Nhin ban dau khong théy an tuong. Hin ¢6 nude da mai mai, diu cao troc,
16p rAu mong hung hung. Trong khong hay lim. C6 1& dang sg hon mot tay
san chit ky, song khong nhiéu. Han mic so mi in hoa, bén ngoai 13 mot 4o
khoac da ngin va chét c¢6 1& mau nau, nhung dudi anh dén chuyén thanh
mau cam nhd nho. Hin dang cham cham nhin dam dong lién tuc di chuyén
v6i doi mat da tré nén mét moi tir 14u, réi chuyén sang chan chuong.

San ga ddy nguoi 1a nguoi. Toi di chuyén cing dong ngudi. Cham
chap, bi b6 ctng. T6i bi cudn theo dong chay. Ké theo dbi cach chirng muoi
mét, & bén trén, phia trai t6i. Hai mat han khong di chuyén. Han dang cho
dong ngudi di chuyén qua mot goc nhin c¢d dinh. To6i con cach goc do
khoang ba mét. S& gidng nhu 1a budc qua cong do kim loai & san bay.

Toi budc cham lai mot chat va ai d6 dam sam vao lung t61. To61 vut
quay lai, & chic chin rang d6 khong phai ké bam dudi t6i. Khong phai.
Ngudi dang sau toi 1a mot phu nir voi mot cai xe day to dung chang khac xe
hoi trong d6 c6 hai dira tré, c6 18 1a mot cip sinh d6i. Thanh phd New York
co d?ly cap sinh doi. Nhiéu ba me luéng tudi, vay nén co rat nhiéu ca thu
tinh trong 6ng nghiém. Ca hai dira tré sinh d6i phia sau t6i déu dang khoc,
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c6 18 boi troi d3 muodn va chung mét moi, hodc chi 1a ching thiay hoang
mang bdi réi trude ca rimg chin bao quanh minh. Am thanh cua chiing hoa
1an vao tiéng 6n a chung quanh. San ga lat gach, day tiéng vong.

T6i lach sang trai, dinh 13 trong tong sé ba mét tiép theo s& c6 sau
budc chéch vé phia bén. Toi ti gan ria ciia dong nguoi va di qua diém tap
trung cta ké theo ddi. Hai mat han xanh sang song nhudém vé mét moi. Han
khong phan tng gi. Ban dau thi khong. Roi, sau mot gidy dai cham tré, hai
mét hin mé to hon va hin dua dién thoai 1én, bat nép cho man hinh bat
sang. Han liéc man hinh. Liéc tro lai toi.

Miéng ga md ra voi vé ngac nhién. Vao lic nay, t61 con cach han chi
hon mdt mét.

ROi han xiu di. Toi lao ngudi vé phia trude, tom duge nguodi va nhe
nhang ha hin xuéng san. Mot quy nhan, ra tay gitp d& mot trudong hop dot
ngdt can cap ciru. Du sao d6 ciing 13 nhirng gi nguoi ta trong thay. Nhung
chi bai vi nguoi ta trong thdy nhimg gi ho muén thay. Néu ho tai hién trong
dau minh mot doan ngén roi quan sat cho that can than, c¢6 thé ho s& nhan ra
rang toi da ludt vé trude hoi sém hon mot chit trude khi g dan 6ng bat dau
d6 xudng. C6 thé ho da nhan thdy rang tuy ding 1a tay phai t6i dua ra nim
ldy cb 40 gi nay, song n6 chi di chuyén mdt phan tich tac sau khi tay trai
clia t6i xia vao mo 4c han, that manh, nhung tay t6i nam rat sat co thé cia
ca hai, bi che khuat va dugc thyc hién hét stc kin déo.

Nhung nguoi ta trong thiy nhimng gi ho mudn thay. Ho di ludn va s&
ludn thé. Toi chi nguoi xubng gi dan ong dung véi dang vé mot cong dan
day trach nhiém ma toi dang v& thuc hién, ngudi phu nit cung chiée xe day
va vao phia sau t6i. Sau d6 mot dam dong hinh thanh, ddy quan tim lo ling.
Cai tiéng thiéu than thién cua New York qua 13 oan. Nhin chung ngudi ta rat
san long giup d&. Mot ngudi phu nit cti xudng bén canh t6i. Nhitng nguoi
khac dimg gan ngé xudng. Toi co thé nhin thdy chan va giay ho. Gi dan
ong mic 4o khoac da nam thang cang trén san, nguoi giat giat cing voi
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nhimg dot co that ctia nguc, miéng hé ra tuyét vong dép khong khi. Mot ct
thiuc manh vao moé ac s& khién nguoi ta nhu thé. Nhung mot con dau tim va
mot s6 bién cd strc khoe khac ciing thé.

Nguoi phu nit bén canh t61 hoi, “Co chuyén gi vay?”

T6i noi, “Toi khong biét. Anh ta chi lin quay ra. Hai mat thi tron

A 29

1én.
“Ta nén goi cap ctru.”
To61 no1, “To1 danh roi mat dién thoai ro1.”

Ngudi phu nit bat dau 1ap cap luc vi. Téi noi, “Poi di. Co6 thé anh ta
bi 1én con. Ta can kiém tra xem anh ta c6 mang theo thé gi d6 khong.”

“Lén con a?”
“Mot kiéu dot quy. Nhur 1a tai bién. Dang nhu dong kinh hay gi d6.”
“Loai the gi?”

“Ngudi ta van mang ma. Kém theo cac chi dan. Co thé chung ta phai
ngdn anh ta can ludi. Va c6 thé anh nay mang theo thuoc ay chir. Kiém tra
cac tii anh ta xem.”

Nguodi phu nit véi tay ra vo vao cac tii ngoai 4o khoac cta gi dan
ong. Co ta ¢ hai ban tay nho, cac ngén dai deo day nhan. Cac tii ngoai cia
han rong khong. Chang c6 gi hét. Ngudi phy nir 14t bén trong 4o khoéc ra
kiém tra bén trong. T6i theo ddi rat can than. Chiéc so mi chang gidng voi
bat cr thir gi toi ting thay. Chat vai tong hop, v& hoa, cac mau nhot nhat
chéng c6 trat ty ndo. Chiée 4o khoac cung do, thudc loai ré tién. Lot nylon.
C6 mot nhan may trong 4o, that bay buém, c6 viét may chit bang ngon ngi
Xlavo.

Céc thii trong clia gi nay ciing rong khong.
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“Thir quan anh ta xem,” to61 n61. “Nhanh 1én.”
Nguoi phu nit bao, “To1 khong lam dugce.”

Thé 1a mot tay quan 1y c6 xu hudng lanh dao thup xudng canh chung
t61, thoc cac ngon tay vao tai quan trude cia gi dan ong.

Chang c6 gi trong d6. Ong ta dung cac nap tai dé xoay gi thanh nién
vé mot phia roi sang phia con lai dé kiém tra cac tii sau. Trong do ciing
chang co gi.

Chang chd nao c6 gi ca. Khong vi, khong gidy to tiy than, khong gi
hét.

“Dugc 161, ching ta nén goi cap ctru,” t61 no1. “Co c¢o trong thay dién
thoai cua t61 khong?”

Nguoi phu nit ngd quanh rdi thoc tay vao phia dudi canh tay gi dan
ong it ra voi chiée dién thoai gap. Nap duoc dy ra va man hinh sang 1én.
Anh cta to6i ndm ngay trén do, to va rd. Chat lugng t6t hon toi nghi. Tt hon
hinh ma tay ban hang & hiéu Radio Shack da thtr chup. Nguoi phu nit liée
n6. Toi biét ngudi ta luu anh trén dién thoai cia minh. Toi timg trong thay
chung. Vo chéng, cho, méo, con cai cua ho. Kiéu nhu trang chu hodc hinh
nén. Co 13 nguol phu nit nghi t61 1a mot ke ty cao tu dai ghé gém st dung
anh cta chinh minh. Nhung du gi thi c¢o ta cling dua chiéc dién thoai cho
t61. Pén luc d6 tay quan 1y c6 xu hudng lanh dao da bam sb goi cip clru.
Thé nén toi 10i ra va noi, “T6i sé di tim canh sat.”

Toi lai dan minh vao dong ngudi mdt lan nira, dé cho n6 cudn di, ra
khéi ctra, 1€n via he, hoa vao bong to1, ro1 di xa.
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GIO THI TOI KHONG CON LA GA PAN ONG PO NUA. Khéng
con 13 gi dan 6ng duy nhét trén thé gidi khong co dién thoai di dong nita.
T6i dimg lai trong bong t6i nong buc khi con cach dai 16 Bay ba khdi nha
va nhin phan thudéng ctia minh. N6 mang nhan Motorola. Lam bang nhuya
xam, dugc xtr Iy va danh bong kiéu nao d6 cho trong giéng kim loai. Toi
luét qua hét danh muc song khong tim thém duoc tim anh ngoai tim chyp
minh. Anh chup that tdt. Con phé cat ngang nam & Tay dai 10 Tam, mat tro1
budi sang ruc rd, t6i cing ngudi dung luc dang ngodi lai vi c6 ngudi goi to
tén minh. TUr d4u t6i chan co rat nhiéu chi tiét. RS rang 1a d6 phan giai rat
cao. Toi c6 thé phan biét kha rd cac dic diém cua minh. Va t6i nghi minh
trong ciing kha banh, xét theo chd trudc do6 t6i hau nhu khong ngii. C6 xe
hoi va hon chyuc nguoi gan do, dé tao bd cuc do ludng, gidng nhu chiée
thude ké son trén twong nén trong mot tim anh cua canh sat chup cac nghi
pham. Dang diéu cua t6i trong ding nhu t6i thiy trong guong. Rat dic
trung.

To1 da bi tdm gon, nhung may la chi bi tdm hinh anh.
Diéu d6 thi chic qua roi.

T6i tré lai phan quan 1y cudc goi, xem céac sd di goi di. Khong ¢o
cudc nao dugc ghi lai. Toi kiém tra cac cudc goi té1 va chi tim théy ba cu,
tat ca trong vong ba gid vira qua, tat ca xuat phat tir mot s6 may. Toi cho 1a
ke theo do1 dugc quy dinh phai thuong xuyén x6a thong tin, c6 1€ tham chi
phai x6a ngay sau mdi cudc goi, nhung chimg ba tiéng dong ho trude hin
da trd nén luoi, didu ndy chic chin khép voi hanh vi va thoi gian phan tng
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ctia han. To6i nghi rang s6 may thuc hién cudc goi dén dai dién cho mot loai
ké to chtrc hoat dong hay diéu van. C6 1& tham chi chinh 13 6ng cha 16n cua
han. Néu d6 1a s6 may di dong thi chang co ich cho toi chut ndo. Khong ich
loi gi hét. Pién thoai di dong c6 thé ndm ¢ bat ky dau. Do 1a cai loi ciia may
di dong.

Nhung d6 khong phai sé méy di dong. N6 c6 dau sb 212.
Mot sb may ¢ dinh & Manhattan.
Nghia la c6 dia diém cb dinh. D6 1a ban chét cua céc sb may c¢d dinh.

Phuong phép tot nhat dé 1an nguoc lai mot sé dién thoai phu thudc
vao vi tri quyén luc cta ta cao dén dau. Nhan vién canh sat va tham tir tu co
cac danh ba dién thoai tra nguoc. Xem $0, léy mot cai tén, thé 1a co dia chi.
FBI c6 tit ca céc dang co s¢ dir licu tinh vi. Cling mot loai cd, nhung tdn
kém hon. Bén CIA thi c6 1€ s¢ hitu luon céc cong ty dién thoai.

T6i chang co loai nao trong sd d6. Thé nén toi dung phuong phap ky
thuat thap.

To1 goi s6 do o1 xem ai nghe may.

T6i bAm phim xanh, dién thoai lién hién s 4y 1én cho t6i. T6i bam
phim xanh 1an nita va may bat dau goi. C6 chudng. N6 ngit twong dbi
nhanh va giong mot phu nir vang 1én, “Pay la khach san Four Seasons, t61
c6 thé giup gi cho quy vi?”

To1 no1, “Khach san a?”
“Vang, t01 s€ chuyén cudc goi cua ong theé nao day?”
To1 bao, “Xin 161, t61 nham s6.”

Tdi bAm nut két thuc cude goi.
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Khach san Four Seasons. To6i dd thdy no. Toi chua bao gio ¢ do.
Khach san nay vuot qua kha ning chi tra hién nay cua t6i mot chit. N6 nam
trén phé 57, gitta dai 16 Madison va dai 10 Park. Ngay & do, trong cai 6 sau
muoi tam khéi nha, hoi chéch vé phia T4y va léch han vé huéng Bic so véi
trung tAm. Nhung voi ngudi xudng tau tuyén sd 6 ¢ phd 59 thi chi can cude
bd mot quing ngan. Vai traim phong, vai trim mady 1¢, tat ca déu thong qua
tong dai chinh, tit ca déu hién s6 cia tong dai chinh.

C¢ ich, nhung khong dang 1a bao.

T6i nghi ngoi mot lic va quan sat xung quanh can than roi quay
nguoc lai, huéng vé phia Pon Canh sat Khu vuc 14.

T6i khong biét khi nao mot tham tor NYPD s& c6 mit dé truc ca dém,
nhung mong rang Theresa Lee s& & d6 trong vong mot gio nita. T6i mong
s& phai chd co trong sanh tang dudi. Piéu toi khong mong doi 14 thay Jacob
Mark d3 ¢ do, trude t6i. Anh dang ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé thang dua vao
tuong, gd gd ngon tay 1én hai dau gdi. Anh ngude nhin toi ma chang boc 16
chat ngac nhién nao va noi, “Peter di khong c6 mat dé tap luyén.”
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NGAY TAI DAY, TRONG SANH CUA DON CANH SAT Khu vuc
14, Jacob Mark n61 mot mach chirng ndm phut, véi su lién tuc nhung thiéu
mach lac rat dic trung ctia nguoi thue su lo ling. Anh bao ring ngudi cua
doi bong Pai hoc Nam Carolina da doi bon tiéng déng ho, sau d6 goi cho
cha cua Peter, sau do cha cua Peter goi cho anh. Anh noi réng ddi voi mot
ngdi sao 13 sinh vién nim cudi dang hudng hoc bong toan phan, bo tip 1a
diéu khong thé tuong tugng. Trén thuc té, bat ké chuyén gi khac dang dién
ra thi vin ct tip luyén, d6 13 mot phan quan trong cua nguyén tac huin
luyén. Du xay ra dong dat, bao dong, chién tranh, nguoi than qua doi, bénh
hiém nghéo, moi ngudi van c6 mit. Viéc nay khang dinh véi thé gidi tim
quan trong ctia bong bau duc, qua d6 cho thdy cic ciu thu quan trong thé
nao doi véi truong. B&i van dong vién dugce hau hét moi nguoi ton trong,
nhung bi mot vai nguoi khong ton trong. Va c6 mot 1énh bat thanh van 1a
phai tuan theo 1y tudng cua da sb, thay doi tu tuong cia thiéu sd. Va ¢ van
dé rd rang vé vai tro clia dang truong phu. Bo tap thi ciing nhu linh ctru hoa
khong chiu chita chay, nhu cau tha bong chay & vi tri danh bong ding xoa
tay khi b1 ném bong trung nguoi, nhu mot tay sing ba vang lai ¢ li trong
quan ruogu. Khong thé dugc. Chua bao gid nghe noi. Khong xay ra. Say xin,
gy xuong, rach co, thAm tim, chiang thanh van dé. Anh phai c6 mat. Thém
vao do, Peter sip du giai qudc gia, va cac doi ngay cang chuyén nghiép can
tim cau thi. Ho d3 bi ltra qua nhiéu 1an. Thé nén bo tap ciing dong nghia
v6i viée vit bo sudt dn ciia minh. Khong thé giai thich dugc. Khong thé
hiéu néi.
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T6i nghe ma khong dé tim nhiéu. Thay vao d6 toi dang tinh gio. Pa
gﬁn bdn muoi tdm gio ké tir khi Susan Mark khong kip han chot. Tai sao
nguoi ta van chua tim thay thi thé cua Peter?

ROi Theresa Lee xudt hién cung nhitng thong tin méi.

Nhung trude tién Lee phai xur 1y tinh hinh cua Jacob Mark. C6 dua
chung toi 1én phong hop ¢ ting hai, nghe anh ta trinh bay r6i hoi, “Ngudi ta
da chinh thic bao 1a Peter mat tich chua?”

Jake noi, “T61 mudn lam viéc d6 ngay bay gio.”

“Anh khong lam duoc dau,” Lee noi. “ft nhat 1a khong lam vi¢c do
v6i t6i. Cau ay mat tich & LA, chir khong phai & New York.”

“Susan d4 bi giét tai day.”
“Co ay da tu sat ¢ day.”

“Nguoi ciia USC khong tiép nhan thong bao vé ngudi mat tich. Con
LAPD sé& khong dé tim. Ho khong hiéu.”

“Peter da hai muoi hai tudi ro1. Cau ay cé phai tré con dau.”
“No6 da mat tich hon ndm ngay r61.”

“Lau bao nhiéu khong quan trong. Cau 4y khong séng & nha. Va ai
noi 1 cau Ay mat tich? Ai c6 quyén noi nép sinh hoat binh thuong cta cau
ay 1a nhu thé nao? C6 thé 1a cau dy di dau d6 mot thoi gian dai ma khong
lién lac vo1 gia dinh.”

“Lan nay khac.”
“Vay cach xur Iy cua cac anh ¢ Jersey thi thé nao?”

Jake khong tra 101.
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Lee n6i, “Cau 4y 1a ngudi truong thanh doc lap. Co thé thé cau Ay da
1én may bay di nghi. C6 thé ban bé ciu ay dd & sin bay va trong thiy cau ay
di. T6i c6 thé hiéu LAPD sé& nhin nhan vu nay tur géc d nao.”

“Nhung n6 da bo budi tap bong bau duc. Thudng chuyén do6 khong
xay ra.”

“Nhung 6 rang 1a né da xay ra roi.”

“Susan bi de doa,” Jake noi.

“Boi ai?”

Jake nhin toi, “N6i cho c6 4y nghe di, Reacher.”

To1 no1, “Chuyén gi do lién quan téi cong viéc cua cd ay. Bon ap luc
c6 sttc manh ghé gém. Phai la thé. Toi nghi c6 mdt modi de dga nham vao
con trai co ay la cach ly giai c6 strc thuyét phuc.”

“Puoc 16i,” Lee néi. Co6 nhin quanh phong va trong thdy dong su cua
minh, Docherty. Anh ta dang lam viéc & mdt ban do6i nam phia goc kia
phong. Co nhin lai Jake va noi, “Hay di lam mot ban tudng trinh day di.
Moi diéu anh biét, va moi diéu anh nghi 14 anh biét.”

Jake gat dau vé biét on va hudng vé phia Docherty. Toi doi cho t&i
khi anh ta di khoi rdi hoi, “Bay gio ¢6 s€ md lai vu an phai khong?”

Lee dap, “Khoéng. Vu an da khép lai va né s& van nhu thé. Moi
chuyén thé nay thi chang c¢6 gi dang lo. Nhung cai anh kia 1a canh sat,
chung ta can phai ton trong. Va t6i mudn anh ta di chd khac trong khoang
mot gio.”

“Sao lai khong co gi dang 10?”
Thé 1a Lee cho toi biét thong tin.

C6 ndi, “Chung toi biét vi sao Susan Mark t4i day.”
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“Bang cach nao?”

“Chung toi da nhan dugc thong bao nguoi mat tich,” ¢6 noi. “Ro rang
Susan dang giap ai d6 c6 nhu cau tim hi€u, va khi c¢6 ay khong 16 mat,
nguoi kia dam lo nén da dén day trinh bao viéc ¢6 ay mat tich.”

“Tim hiéu kiéu gi?”

“To1 nghi la di€u gi do lién quan t61 ca nhan. Khi ay to1 khong ¢ day.
May cau lam ca ngay n61 moi chuyén nghe cling khé 1a trong sang. Ma chac
han 1a phai thé ro1, néu khong tai sao nguoi ta lai to1 don canh sat kia cha?”

“Va vi sao Jacob Mark khong nén biét chuyén nay?”

“Chting toi can thém nhiéu chi tiét. Lam viéc d6 s& dé dang hon néu
nhu khong c6 mit anh ta. Anh ta lién d6i nhiéu qua. Nguoi trong gia dinh
ma. Anh ta s& hét um 1én. Trude ddy toi ting chimg kién canh d6 roi.”

“Nguoi co lién quan 1a ai?”

“Mot ngudi nude ngoai ghé qua thanh phd nay mot thoi gian ngin
nham muc dich tién hanh cudc nghién ctru ma Susan dang gitp dd.”

“Poi chit,” toi noi. “Ghé thanh phd mot thoi gian ngan a? O khach
san ha?”

“Dung,” Lee noi.

“Khach san Four Seasons phai khong?”
“Dung,” Lee noi.

“Tén Ong ta la gi?”

“La phu ntr, khong phai nam gi61,” Lee no1. “C0 ta tén 1a Lila Hoth.”

https://thuviensach.vn



https://thuviensach.vn



30

DA RAT KHUYA SONG LEE VAN CU GOI DIEN va Lila Hoth
dong v gap ching t6i & khach san Four Seasons ngay, khong chut do du.
Chung t6i di bang chiéc xe khong son phu hiéu ciia Lee va ddu xe trong khu
béc d& hang canh 18 duong phia khach san. Sanh that trang 16. Tét ca sa
thach sang nhot, déng, mau son nau vang va da cAm thach vang, nam lung
lo gitra vé kin déo huyén hodc va nét hién dai tuoi sang. Tai ban 1& tan Lee
gio phu hiéu, nhan vién 1€ tan goi 1én trén gic va chi cho chiing t6i thang
may. Chung toi dugc dua 1én mot ting cao khac va cach néi cua nhan vién
1€ tan khién toi c6 cam giac rang phong ciia Lila Hoth khong phai loai nho
nhat hay c6 gia ré nhat trong khach san nay.

Thuc ra phong cua Lila Hoth chinh 1a mdt khu phong khac. N6 c6 ctra
d6i, gibng nhu phong ctia Sansom & Bac Carolina, nhung bén ngoai khong
cO canh sat. Chi 1a mdt hanh lang yén tinh khong nguoi. Bay doé rai rac cac
khay chtra do phuc vu tai phong da duoc dung, mot sb tay ndm ctra ¢ bién
Xin dirng lam phién hodc phiéu yéu cau phuc vu bita sang. Theresa Lee
dirng lai, kiém tra sé phong lan nira roi gd cira. Trong mot phut chang thay
gi. R6i canh ctra bén phai ra, chung toi trong thdy mot phu nit ding phia
trong, ngay dang sau 1 4nh sang vang nhat. Ba ta ching sdu muoi tudi, ¢é
khi hon, nguoi thép, dam va nang né, mai toc mau xam anh thép cat kiéu
chan phuong don gian. Poi mit sim mau, c¢6 nép nhin va sup xudng. Mot
ban mat tréng day thit, bat dong, lanh I€o. Mot thai do déy canh giac khong
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doc ra dugc. Ba gia mdc chiéc vay trong nha mau nau xau xi may tur chat
ligu day 1am bang tay.

Lee hoi, “Ba 1a ba Hoth phai khong?”

Nguoi phu nit cGi ddu, chép mét va xua xua hai tay roi phat ra &m
thanh t6 y xin 16i ma trong moi trudng hop déu ap dung duoc. Mot cir chi
vung vé ca thé gigi déu dung dé thé hién rang minh khong hiéu.

T6i ndi, “Ba 4y khong noi dugce tiéng Anh.”
Lee noi, “Cach ddy muoi lim phut ba Ay da néi tiéng Anh.”

Anh sang phia sau ngudi phu nir xuat phat tir mot chiéc dén ban nam
sau trong phong. N6 md di mot thoang khi bong ngudi thir hai budce vé phia
trude dén, hudng vé chung téi. Mot phu nit khac. Nhung tré hon nhiéu. Co
1& thm hai 1am, hai sau tudi. RAt tao nha. Va dep, rat dep. Hiém co, go1 cam.
Nhu nguoi mau. C6 nd nu cudi hoi bén 18n va 1én tiéng, “La tdi noi tiéng
Anh cach day muoi lam phat. Toi 1a Lila Hoth. Pay la me t61.”

Co cti nguoi va nodi nhanh bang tiéng nudc ngodi, ngdn ngit ving
Pong Au, that khé, gan nhu thang vao tai ba gia. Giai thich, hoan canh, két
luan. Guong mat ba gia sang 1én va ba mim cudi. Ching to1 tu gidi thicu
tén. Lila Hoth dich lai cho me¢. Ba ta xung t€n minh la Svetlana Hoth. Tét ca
ching to1 bét tay nhau, bén nay roi téi bén kia, thuc su trang trong, tay
nguoi nay chéo qua tay nguoi kia, hai nguoi chung to1 phia nay, hai nguoi
ho phia kia. Lila Hoth that 1a dep mé hon. Va rat tu nhién. C6 khién t6i thay
co gai trén tdu ma t6i nhin thay so véi ¢6 12 mot troi mot vuc. CO cao nhung
khong cao qua, manh mai nhung khong qua gay. Co c6 nudc da sAim mau,
kiéu nhu lan da nhudém ning bién hoan hio. C6 c¢6 mai toc den dai. Khong
hé trang diém. Po6i mat to ddy mé hodc, doi mat xanh nhat t6i ting thay.
Nhu thé chiing duoc dbt sang tir bén trong. C6 cir dong ddy mém mai, uyén
chuyén. Poi khi co trong tré trung, cao réo va bui doi, lac khéac thi trong co
hoan toan trudng thanh va ty chu. Nira thi c6 ¢6 vé khong ¥ thirc minh dep
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nhuong nao, nura thi ¢6 ¢6 vé hoi e 1¢ vé diéu d6. C6 mic mot chiée vay du
tiéc don gian mau den co 1€ xuét xu Paris va co gia tr1 hon mat chiéc xe hoi.
Nhung c6 khong can tdi nd. Co co6 thé mac bat ky thir gi chap va tir bao bd
cli ma ciing khong hé lam vé dep suy suyén chut nao.

Chung t61 theo c6 vao trong va me cd theo sau ching t6i. Khu phong
nay gdm ba phong. Mot phong khach & gitra, hai phong ngu hai bén. Phong
khéach c6 du cac thir d6 ndi that, ké ca ban an. Trén d6 co nhirng thr con lai
ctia mot bita dn dém phuc vu tai phong, & goc phong cd nhimng tai dyng do
mua sdm. Hai chiéc tir ctra hiéu Bergdorf Goodman, hai chiéc tir cira hiéu
Tiffany. Theresa Lee 14y phu hiéu ra con Lila Hoth budc t6i céi ti thap dudi
mot tdm guong roi trd lai v6i hai cuén sich mong dua cho Lee. Ho chiéu
ctia ho. Co nghi cac vi khach 1a cong chirc nha nuéc & New York mudn xem
giéy to. Hai cubn ho chiéu mau hat dé, bia mdi cudn déu in hinh con dai
bang mau vang & giita, phia trén c6 nhimg chir kiéu Nga con bén dudi co
dong chir gidng nhu NACNOPTYKPAIHA bang tiéng Anh. Lee 14t 1at ca hai
cubn rdi mang d¢é lai trén cai ta thap.

ROi tat ca ngoi xudng. Svetlana Hoth cham cham nhin thang vé trudc,
vo hon, bi loai khéi cude noi chuyén vi rao can ngon ngir. Lila Hoth nhin
ching t61 mdt cach can than, trong dau hinh thanh nhan dang cua ca hai.
Mot canh sat tir don khu vuc, mot 1a nhan ching trén tau. Cubi cing cd
nhin théng vao to1, ¢ 1€ vi ¢6 nghi té1 da bi cac su kién tac dong nghiém
trong hon. Toi khong kéu ca. Toi khong thé roi mat khoi co.

Co bao, “Toi rat tiec ve chuyén da xay ra voi Susan Mark.”

Giong c6 thap. Phat am ctia c6 chuan. Hoth ndi tiéng Anh rat tét. Hoi
nhan nh4, hoi trang trong. Nhu thé ¢6 hoc tiéng Anh tir nhitng bo phim den
trang, ca giong My va Anh.

Theresa Lee khong néi gi. Toi 1én tiéng, “Ching toi khong biét
chuyén gi d3 xay ra véi Susan Mark. Khong han 13 biét. Y t6i noi 13 ngoai
nhiing dir ki¢n da ro rang.”
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Lila Hoth gat dau, day lich thi€p, nhe nhang va mot chat héi han. Co
noi1, “Cac vi mudn hiéu vé su lién can cua t61.”

“Vang, dung thé.”

“Chuyén thi dai. Nhung trude tién hiy cho t6i ndi rang trong do
chang gi c6 thé 1y giai cho cac su kién da dién ra trén tau dién ngam.”

Theresa Lee noi, “Vay ching ta hdy nghe cau chuyén.”

Vay 1a chung t6i nghe. Phan dau tién 1a thong tin vé bdi canh. Tuyén
1a thong tin tiéu sir. Lila Hoth hai muoi sau tudi. Co 13 ngudi Ukraine. Co
lap gia dinh véi mot nguoi Nga naim mudi tam tudi. Nguoi ndy da tham gia
sau vao hoat dong kinh té theo kiéu nhimg nim 1990 & Moscow. Ong ta da
gianh dugc hop dong cho thué cic giéng dau, quyén khai thac than va
uranium tir nha nudc dang sup d6. Ong ta di tré thanh ty phu hang dudi
chuc. Budc tiép theo 1a tr& thanh ty phu hang trén chuc. Nhung 6ng ta
khong lam dugc viec do. Do 1a nit cd chai rat hep. Moi nguoi déu mubn len
qua, nhung khong c6 dii chd dé ai ciing thanh cong. Cach day mot nim, bén
ngoai mot hdp dém, mot ddi thu canh tranh di bin vao dau ty phl nguoi
Nga ndy. Cai xac nam trong tuyét trén via hé sudt ca ngay hom sau. D6 1a
mot thong di€p theo phong cach Moscow. Nguoi vg vura trd thanh ba goa,
Lila Hoth, hiéu duoc noi dung thong diép, lién nhanh chéng vét hét tién bac
r0i chuyén téi London cing me. Co thay thich London va du dinh sé& séng
mai & d6, ngdp trong tién bac ma chang c6 viéc gi nhiéu dé lam.

C6 nodi, “Nguoi ta thuong cho 13 nhitng ngudi tré tudi trd nén giau cé
s& lam nhiéu viéc cho cha me ho. Lac ndo cac vi cling théy diéu d6 & cac
ngdi sao nhac pop, cac ngoéi sao dién anh va van dong vién nodi tiéng. Va
viéc éy thé hién mot tinh than rat dic trung Ukraine. Cha t61 mat trude khi
t6i lot long me. Me 13 tit ca nhitng gi con lai cua toi. Thé nén di nhién t6i
danh cho ba tit ca nhirng gi ba mudn. Nha cira, xe cd, nghi ngoi, du lich. Ba
tir chéi tit ca. Ba chi mudn t6i gitip cho ba mot viée thoi. Ba mudn toi giup
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ba tim ra m0t nguoi dan 6ng trong qua khir cua ba. Nhu la buyi da lang diu
sau mot cudc doi dai day bién dong, va cudi cung ba cling dugc ty do dé tap
trung vao di€u cd y nghia nhat déi voi minh.”

To1 hoi, “Nguoi dan ong ay 1a ai?”

“Mot ngudi linh My tén John. D6 14 tat ca nhimg gi toi biét. Ban dau
me t6i ndi ong 4y chi 1a ngudi quen biét. Nhung dan dan méi thdy rang ong
ay da rat tot voi ba, & mot thoi diém va mot dia diém cu thé.”

“O dau va khi nao?”
“O Berlin, trong mot giai doan ngan dau thap nién 80.”
“Thé thi mo hd qua.”

“P6 1a khi toi chua sinh. Vao nim 1983. Riéng t6i thi t6i nghi ¢
gang tim ngudi dan 6ng nay 1a viéc vo vong. Toi nghi me dang trd thanh
mot ba gia 1am cam. Nhung t6i thay hanh phuc khi dap tmg mong mudn cua
ba. Ma cac vi ding lo, ba khong hiéu dugc nhiing gi chung ta dang néi
dau.”

Svetlana Hoth mim cuoi va gt dau chang vi diéu gi cu thé.
To1 héi, “Tai sao me ¢6 ¢é mat & Berlin?”

“Ba 4y tham gia HOong quan,” con gai cuia ba gia dap.

“Khi 4y 1am gi?”

“Ba éy thudoc mot trung doan bd binh.”

“Vai chtc vy gi?”

“Ba ay la chinh tri vién. Tat ca cac trung doan déu c6 mot nguoi. Trén
thuc t€, moi trung doan déu c¢6 nhiéu chinh tri vién.”

Toi hoi, “Co da 1am gi dé tim ngudi M kia?”
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“Me toi biét rd réng nguoil ban John cua minh thude luc luong luc
quan chtr khong phai thiy quan luc chién. D6 1a diém khoi dau cta t6i. Thé
nén tir London t6i goi dién dén Bo Qudc phong nudc 6ng hoi xem tdi nén
lam gi. Sau nhiéu lan giai thich, nguoi ta chuyén to1 to1 Cuc Nhan luc. Ho
c6 vin phong bao chi. Nguoi tiép chuyén toi thuc sy xiuc dong. Ong dy nghi
d6 1a mot cau chuyén ngot ngao. Co thé 6ng Ay thay duoc khia canh quan
hé cong ching, toi chiang biét. Cubi cung co vai tin vui, c6 1& thay cho
nhimng tin xau. Ong 4y bao ong 4y s& tim hiéu. Riéng t6i thi nghi ong 4y
dang phi thoi gian, John 13 cai tén rat pho bién. Va theo toi hiéu, hau hét
linh My déu duoc luan chuyén qua Puc, hau hét c6 viéng tham Berlin. Thé
nén toi nghi s6 truong hop nhu vay rat 16n. Ma r6 1a thé that. Piéu tiép theo
t61 biét 1a sau d6 vai tudn, mot nhan vién tén Susan Mark goi dién cho toi.
Khi ay t6i khong ¢ nha. Ba Ay dé lai 10i nhan. Ba bao minh da duoc giao
nhiém vu trén. Susan néi voi t6i ring mot sb cai tén nghe gidng nhu John
thuc ra la rat gon cua Jonathan, danh van thiéu chit H. Ba muén biét liéu me
t6i dd bao gio trong thiy cai tén do viét ra chua, co thé trén mot mau thu.
T6i hoi me roi goi lai cho Susan Mark bao ba ay rang chung t6i chiac chan
l1a John ¢6 chit H. Cudc n6i chuyén véi Susan hoa ra rat d& chiu va ching
t6i da c6 thém nhiéu cudc nhu thé. Toi nghi ching t6i di hau nhu tré thanh
ban be, theo kiéu doi khi ta c6 thé tam su qua dién thoai. Giéng nhu ban
quen qua thu, nhung néi thay cho viét. Susan ké cho t6i nghe nhiéu vé ban
than. Ba 1a mot phuy nit rat c6 don, toi nghi nhd néi chuyén véi chiing téi ma
cudc song cua ba tré nén tuoi sang hon.”

Lee hoi, “Roi dén chuyén gi?”

“Cudi cung t61 nhan duoc tin tir Susan. Ba bao réng ba d3 di dén mot
s6 két luan so bo. Toi go1 vy la ching to1 s€ gdp nhau ¢ day, tai New York,
gén nhu mot cach dé hoan thién tinh ban gitta hai bén. Cac vi biét déy, mot
bita an rdi thi ¢6 thé di coi mot budi biéu dién. La mot cach cam on nhiing
cd gang cua ba Ay, chac chan thé roi. Nhung chang bao gio ba 4y dén.”
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T6i hoi, “Co doi ¢ ay t6i luc may gio?”
“Khoang 10 gio. Ba 4y bao lam viéc xong s& di.”
“Qua muon dé di an bira téi va xem biéu dién.”
“Ba 4y du dinh & qua dém. T6i di dit phong cho ba 4y ma.”
“C0o to1 day khi nao?”

“Cach day ba ngay.”

“Bang phuong tién gi?”

“Bay hang British Airways tu London.”

To1 noi, “Co da thué mot doi 1a nguoi ban xu.”
Lila Hoth gat dau.

T61 hoi: “Khi nao?”

“Ngay truoc khi ching to1 té1 day.”

“Tai sao?”

“Theo ké hoach,” Lila dap. “Va dbi lac c¢6 ich.”
“Co tim dugc ho ¢ dau?”

“Ho quang cao. Trén cac bao cua Moscow, va trén cac bao danh cho
ngoai kiéu & London. Véi ho 1a mot nghé tbt, Vi chung t61 12 mot hinh thurc
kiém tra than thé. Néu ra nudc ngoai ma khong duoc tro gitp, ong s& trong
yéu thé. Khong nén dé nhu vay.”

“Ho bao to1 rang co6 s€ diéu cd mot doi cua riéng ¢6.”

Hoth trong c6 vé ngac nhién.
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“To1 khong cd doi nao cua riéng minh cd,” ¢6 dap. “Thé quai nao ma
ho lai n61 vay nhi? To61 khong hi€u no61.”

“Ho bao rang cd mang téi ddy mot s6 thanh phan rat dang sg.”

Trong mot gidy Hoth trong boi réi va hoi kho chiu. Roi vé hiéu ra
xuét hién trén mit c6. Co vé day la mot nguoi ¢6 kha nang phan tich nhanh.
C6 ndi, “Vé mit chién luoc, ¢o 18 ho ¢ oc sang tao. Khi Susan khong té1,
t6i da diéu ho di tim. T6i nghi minh d tra tién cho ho thi ho ciing nén lam
mot sb viéc. Va me toi di dat rat nhiéu hy vong vao vi¢c nay. Thé nén toi
khong mudn mat cong lin 16i ca quing duong dai toi day dé roi that bai ¢
phut cudi cung. Vay nén t6i diat mac thuong cho ho. Ching t6i 16n 1én voi
niém tin rang ¢ nudc My ndy tién c6 anh hudng manh nhat. Do vay c6 18
nhirng tay éy da bia ra mot cau chuyén cho ong nghe. C6 1€ ho bia ra mot
cau chuyén khac dang so. Pé dam bao rang ho s& kiém duoc thém tién. Nhu
thé ong s¢ mudn noi chuyén vo1 ho.”

To1 khong noi gi.

Roi mot diéu khac hién 1én mat Hoth. Nhan ra mét diéu khac. C6 néi,
“To1 khong ¢6 doi nao nhu cach goi cua ong cd. Chi c6 mdt nguoi. Leonid,
mot trong nhimg ngudi trong ddi cii cua chong t6i. Anh ta khong thé kiém
viéc moi. Anh ta 13 dang sap hét thoi, toi e 1a thé. Thé nén toi giit lai. Ngay
lac ndy anh ta dang & ga Penn. Anh ta dang doi 6ng. Canh sat bao t6i rang
nhan chung da di Washington. T61 nhan dinh 1a 6ng s€ di tau hoa va tro lai
cling bang cach d6. Ong khong trd vé bang tau hoa sao?”

To1 noi1, “Co, to1 da trd lai bang tau hoa.”

“Thé thi chic chin Leonid di bo sét mét ong roi. Anh ta co anh cua
ong. Anh ta c6 nhiém vu dé nghi ong goi dién cho t6i. Anh chang t61
nghiép, chic chin anh ta vin dang & d6.”

Hoth dimg day di vé phia cai til thap. Pé dung dién thoai trong phong.
Viéc do tam thoi gay cho t61 mot rac roi vé mat chién thuat. Bai dién thoai
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di dong cua Leonid dang nam trong ti toi.
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VE NGUYEN TAC, TOI BIET cach tat mét chiéc dién thoai di dong.
To1 da théy nguoi ta lam viée do, va tu to1 cling da lam viéc nay hon mot
lan. Vi hau hét cac miu may, ban chi can giit phim mau d6 trong hai giy.
Nhung chiéc dién thoai lai ndm trong tai t6i. Khong c6 khoang tréng dé mo
may ra, va khong c6 co hoi tim duoc phim mau d6 chi bang cach so vao
may. Lay may ra bat tat di khi moi ngudi nhin thay rd rang thi s& qua kha
nghi.

Lila bam s6 9 dé xin duong truyén va nhan so.

T6i tho tay vao tai, ding ngoén cai tim ldy 1y, thao pin ra. Tach n6
khoi may va xoay sang bén dé tranh moi kha ning vo tinh khién nguén dién
duoc tiép xuc trd lai.

Lila Hoth cho doi, r6i tho dai va gac may.
“Chang hy vong gi duoc ¢ anh ta,” ¢6 néi. “Nhung rat trung thanh.”

Pau t6i ¢ gang hinh dung nhitng budc di c6 thé cta Leonid. Canh
sat, cap ctru, c¢6 1& budc phai dén phong cip ciru cua bénh vién St Vincent,
khong gidy to, co thé khong biét tiéng Anh, c6 thé nhitng lo ngai, nhiing
cau hoi va rdi bi giit lai. Roi chuyén di tro lai thanh phd.

Bi giit bao l4u, t6i khong biét.
Chuyén di nhanh ching nao, t6i khong thé doan trudc.

To1 1€n tiéng, “Po1 ngudi ban xur da nhac to1 tén John Sansom.”
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Lila Hoth thé dai 1an nita va lac dau, thoang biéu hién lo lang. Co ndi,
“T6i da tom tat cho ho khi chung toi dén, rd 1a thé roi. Toi di ké cho ho
nghe cau chuyén. Va chung toi c6 quan hé kha tot. Toi nghi tat ca ching toi
déu cam thiy minh dang lang phi thoi gian dé 1am vira 10ng me toi. No6i
that, chiing t6i cung nhau dua cot vé van dé d6. Mot trong miy ngudi cua
t6i doc béo ndi vé Sansom. Anh ta bao day 1a mot linh M¥ tén John, kha
gan v6i thoi d6. Anh ta bao co thé Sansom chinh 14 nguoi cd dang tim.
Trong mot hay hai ngay cdu d6 tré thanh mot cau quen tai. Toi cho 4y chi 1a
chuyén dua trong nhoém ma thoi. Ching t61 noi, ta hay goi cho John Sansom
di va thé 1a xong viéc. Di nhién 1a toi chi dua thoi, boi kha niang xay ra la
bao nhiéu chu? C6 1€ mdot ph?m tri¢u. Va ho cling noi dua that, nhung sau do
ho tré nén nghiém tac mot chat vé chuyén y. C6 1& do anh hudng né s& gay
ra, vi Ong ta 1a mot chinh tri gia noi tiéng thé ma.”

“Anh hudng nao? Me ¢6 da lam gi v&i ngudi dan 6ng tén John nay?”

Svetlana Hoth cham chim nhin vao khoang khong, khong hiéu gi.
Lila Hoth lai ngdi xudng. C6 ndi, “Me tdi chua bao gio néi cy thé veé
chuyén d6. Chic chan khong thé 1a chuyén lam gian diép. Me t6i khong
phai ké phan qudc. Tdi néi diéu nay khong phai véi tu cach mot dira con gai
trung thanh, ma véi tu cach mot nguoi c6 dau oc thuc té. Ba van con song.
Vi vay c6 nghia chua bao gio ba bi nghi ngd. Va nguoi ban My cua ba cling
khong phai ké phan qubc. Moc ndi véi nhitng ké phan bodi nudc ngoai 1a

[32]

rang moO1 quan tam cua ba mang tinh tinh cam. Nhi€u kha nang do la sy

chic ndng ciia KGB ™, khong phai ctia quan ddi. Va ca nhan t61 nghi ngd

gitip dd kiéu nao déy, gitp d& c4 nhan, hodc vé tai chinh hodc chinh tri. Co
thé 1a bi mat. Hoi do6 1a thoi ky t¢ hai cua Lién X6. Nhung c6 kha nang la
mang tinh tinh cam. T4t ca nhiing gi me t6i ting noi 1 ngudi dan ong nay

rat tot voi me. Ba ay bi mat 1am.”

“Hoi ba 4y di, ngay bay gio dy.”
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“Ong c6 tudong tuong duoc toi dd hoi ba bao nhiéu 1an rdi khong? Ba
ct ludng ly khong no61.”

“Nhung c6 nghi 1a Sansom thyc su khong lién quan a?”

“Khong, khong hé. D6 1a mot tro dua vuot khoi tAm kiém soat. Chi
thé thoi. TAt nhién trir truong hop dé thuc sy 1a truong hop mot trén mot
triéu. Néu thé thi that 13 phi thuong, ong khong nghi thé sao? Néi dua vé
mot chuyén roi thi thay né bién thanh su that!”

To1 chang noi gi.

Lila Hoth néi, “Gio t6i c6 thé hoi ong mot cau duoc khéng? Susan
Mark dd cung cép cho 6ng thong tin ¢6 ay dinh mang toi cho me toi hay
khong?”

Svetlana Hoth mim cudi va gt dau 1an nita. T6i bat dau nghi rang ba
d3 nhan ra hai tir me téi. Gidng nhu con ché vay dudi khi nghe goi tén né.
T6i ndi, “Tai sao c6 nghi Susan Mark cung cip thong tin cho t6i?”

“Boi nhitng ngudi toi thué & day bao t6i 1a ong cd ndi voi ho cb Ay da
lam thé. Thong tin s6 hoa, trong mot chiéc USB. Ho chuyén cho t6i théng
diép do6, giri cho toi anh clia 6ng, roi tir bo nhiém vu cta ho. Toi khong chic
vi sao. Téi tra cho ho rat hau déy.”

To1 cya nguoi trén ghé va nhét tay vao thi.

Lan xudng dudi, qua chiéc dién thoai di bi thao pin va tim thiy chiéc
USB mua ¢ Radio Shack. Téi cam nhan dugc 16p boc cao su héng CQ Vvao
cac ngon tay. Toi 161 nod ra, gio 1én va quan sat d6i mat cua Lila Hoth rat can
than.

C0 ta quan sat n6 dung ki€u meo quan sat mot con chim.

Lila Hoth hoi, “D6 c6 thuc 1a n6 khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Theresa Lee cua quy trén ghé va nhin t6i. Nhu thé c¢6 dang hoi. Ong
s& néi ra diéu do, hay toi noi? Lila Hoth bt duoc anh nhin éy lién hoéi,
“Chuyén gi thé?”

To1 no1, “T61 e 1a véi to1 toan b cau chuyén co ve rat khac. Luc trén
tau Susan Mark da rat khiép sg. Co dy gap rac r6i 1on. Co ay khong cé vé gi
gidng nguoi t6i thanh phd gip mot nguoi ban dé dn tdi va xem mot budi
bicu dién.”

Lila Hoth noi, “Tdi d noi voi ong tir dau rdi. T6i khong thé giai thich
diéu do.”

T6i nhét chiéc USB trd lai tii. R6i néi, “Susan khong mang theo
chiéc ti dé ngl qua dém.”

“Tb6i khong thé 1y giai diéu do.”

“Va co ay da bo xe hoi ro1 to1 bang tau dién ngam. B¢ 1a dieu ky la.
Neéu ¢6 da chuan bi va dat phong san cho ¢6 ay, to1 chac rang c6 da bo tri
dich vu dau va lay xe cho khach.”

“Bo tri 4?7

“Thanh toan éy.”

“T4t nhién r6i.”

“Va cb 4y mang theo mot khau sung da nap dan.”

“Co ay song ¢ Virginia. Toi nghe no1 & do thi mang sting la viéc bat
budc.”

“0 d6 viéc ay 1a hop phap,” toi noi. “Khong phai viéc bat bude.”

“Tb6i khong thé giai thich. Toi xin 18i.”
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“Va con trai ¢0 ay hién mat tich. Lan cudi cung nguoi ta trong thay nd
1a khi ro1 quan bar, cung mgt phu nir trac tudi co, hinh dang giong ¢6.”

“Mat tich a?”

“Bién mat.”

“Mot phu nit ¢6 hinh dang nhu t61?”
“Mot con bé hét strc ngon lanh.”
“Thé nghia 12 sao?”

“Mot phu nit tré dep.”

“Quan bar nao?”

“Mot noi 6 LA.”

“Los Angeles a?”

“0 California.”

“To1 chua bao gio td1 Los Angeles. Doi1 to1 chua bao gio tdi. Toi chi
mo1 & New York.”
To1 khong noi gi.

Lila Hoth noi: “Nhin quanh 6ng xem. T61 da & New York nay ba ngay
bang thi thyc du lich va thué ba phong cia mot khach san thuong mai. Toi
khong c6 doi nao nhu cach ong goi. T61 chua bao gio té1 California.”

To1 chang noi gi.

C6 noi: “Quan diém thudng mang tinh chu quan. Va toi khong phai
nguoi phu nit duy nhat ¢ lta tudi bay gio. Thé gidi nay co sau ty nguoi.
Mot nura trong 6 d6 muoi 13m tudi hodc tré hon. Thé nghia 12 van co t6i ba
ty nguoi tir mudi sau tudi trd 1én. Theo biéu d6, ¢6 18 mudi hai phan tram sd
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d6 nim trong do tudi tir hai tu toi hai sdu. Nhu thé 13 ba tram siu muoi triéu
ngudi. Chimg mot nira 1a phu nit. Thé 1 mot trim tdm muoi triéu. Ngay ca
khi chi mdt phan trdm trong s6 nay c6 thé dugc danh gia 1a dep, trong mot
quan bar ¢ California, thi kha nang John Sansom la nguoi ban cua me t61
con cao gap mudi 1an kha nang t6i ¢6 gi d6 lién quan t6i con trai ctia Susan
Mark.”

T6i gat dau. Vé mit s6 hoc thi Lila Hoth dung phoc. C6 néi, “Va du
sao ciling c6 thé dung 1a Peter dang & mot noi xa nao do cung mot co gai.
Pung, t61 biét tén anh ta. Thuc ra toi biét hét moi diéu vé anh ta. Susan di
ké cho t6i nghe. Qua dién thoai. Chung t6i da néi chuyén vé tat ca nhiing
van dé cta minh. C6 4y ghét con trai minh. Co ay ghét con ngudi anh ta.
Peter 13 tit ca nhitng gi co 4y khong thich. Anh ta chi 1a mot cdu sinh vién
néng can véi nhitng quan diém chua trudng thanh. Anh ta khong cong nhan
Susan vi anh ta nga vé cha. Ma ong biét tai sao khéng? Vi anh ta bi 4m anh
bdi ngudn gdc cia minh. Va Susan 13 con nudi. Ong tham chi biét diéu do
cht? Con trai ¢6 Ay nghi vé c6 chi véi tu cach mot dira con ngoai gia th.
Anh ta cim ghét cd dy vi diéu d6. Toi biét vé Susan nhiéu hon bét ky ai
khac. Toi da noi chuyén véi Susan rat nhiéu 1an. T6i di ling nghe ¢6 ay. Co
1a mot phu nit c6 don, bi c6 1ap. T61 1a ban cua co éy. Co éy rat hao hing to1
day gap t61.”

Vao lic nay t6i cam nhan duoc rang Theresa Lee can phai di, va chic
chan t6i can ra khoi day trude khi anh chang Leonid tré tudi lai xuét hién.
Thé nén toi gat dau, nhan vai nhu thé t6i chang ¢ gi thém dé noi va khong
con van dé nao nita dé ban. Lila Hoth héi liéu t6i c6 the dua cho co chiéc
USB ma Susan Mark di trao cho toi khong. Téi khong dong y ma ciing
khong tir chéi. Toi khong hé tra 10i. Tat ca bat tay nhau thém mot luot, roi
hai ching t61 di ra. Canh cura khép lai sau lung va t61 cung Lee budc theo
hanh lang tinh ling roi cira thang may mé ra. Chung t6i budc vao, nhin
nhau qua vach thang may boc guong, Lee noi: “Nay, 6ng nghi sao?”
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“T6i nghi co ta dep,” toi ndi. “Mot trong nhitng phu nit dep nhat toi
ting thay.”

“Ngoai dieu do.”
“D061 mat tuyét voi.”
“Ngoai d61 mat cua co ta.”

“To1 nght 1a c6 ta c6 don nita. C6 don va bi c6 1ap. Co ta nd1 vé
Susan, nhung c6 thé ¢0 ta cling n61 vé chinh minh.”

“Con vé cau chuyén cua co ta?”

“Co phai nhitng ai c6 nhan sic thi tu khiac khién ta tin twéng hon
khong?”

“To1 thi khong dau nheé, ong ban. Ma thoi, bé qua di. Sau ba muoi
nam nita co ta s& trong hét nhu ba me minh. Ong c6 tin co ta khong?”

“C0 thi sao?”

Lee gat dau. “Toi tin co ta. Boi x4c minh mot cau chuyén nhu thé d&
nhu choi. Chi mot ké ngé)c moi1 tao cho ching ta nhiéu co hdi nhu thé dé
chirng minh réng hén sai. Vi du nhu, quan doi1 thuc su co nhiéu si quan bao
chi khong?”

“Vai tram.”

“Thé nén tat ca nhiing gi ta phai lam 13 tim ra nguoi di noéi chuyén
véi ¢o ta 161 hoi. Tham chi ta co thé 1an ra nhitng ct di¢én thoai tor London.
T6i ¢6 thé lién lac v6i Téng Hanh dinh Canh sat Anh. T6i thich 1am viéc ay.
Ong c6 thé tudong tuong duogc khong? Docherty pha dam toi, toi lién bao
Luwon di anh ban, toi dang noi chuyén dién thoai voi Tt 5ng Hanh dinh Canh
sdt Anh. D6 1a gidc mo ctia moi tham tir day.”
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CGNSA[Q]

ngoai goi vao Bd Qudc phong sao? May cudc goi dy dd thanh mot phan

s€ co cac cudc goi ay,” to1 noi. “Mat cu dién thoai tr nudce

phan tich tin tinh bao & day d6 roi dy chir.”

“Va chang ta co thé tim duoc nhirng ct dién thoai Susan Mark goi ra
tir Lau Nam Goc. Néu ho dd néi chuyén thuong xuyén nhu Lila di ndi, ta
c6 thé dé dang tim thdy chiing. Nhirng cudc goi qubc té téi Anh, co 18 ho da
danh dau riéng roi.”

“Vay thi lam t&i thol. Xac minh di.”

“T6i nghi minh s& 1am,” Lee néi. “Va it han co ta biét rang ti co thé
lam duoc. An tuong co ta dé lai & t6i 1a mot phu nir thong minh. C6 ta biét
rang hing British Airways va B An ninh Néi dia c6 thé nim dugc nhimg
1an co ta vao va ra khoi nudc My. C6 ta biét ching ta c6 thé naim dugc ¢o ta
tig bay téi LA bao gior chua. C6 ta biét chung ta chi can tién téi hoi Jacob
Mark xem c6 phai chi anh ta 12 con nuéi hay khong. Tét ca chuyén d6 déu
d& xac minh. N6i ddi vé nhitng chuyén d6 c6 ma dién. Cong thém chuyén
co ta toi don canh sat khu vuc va tu khién minh dinh dang téi chuyén nay.
Va ¢b ta vira méi cho toi xem ho chiéu cia minh. Viée d6 trai nguoc hoan
toan v4i hanh vi kha nghi. D6 1a nhiing diém 16n c6 loi cho ¢ ta.”

T6i lay dién thoai di dong ra khoi tai, 1ap pin vao. Toi bam nat khoi
dong, man hinh lién sang 1én. NO hién thi mot cude go1 nho. Chic 1a Lila
Hoth, tir phong ctia ¢, cach ddy mudi phut. Thay Lee dang nhin chiéc dién
thoai, t6i bao: “Dién thoai ctia Leonid day. Toi da ldy no tir han.”

“Thuc té 13 hin d3 tim thay ong a?”

“T6i da tim thay han. D6 1a Iy do toi da biét sdu dén tan khach san
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nay.

“Gi10 han ¢ dau?”
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“Cé thé dang cudc bo tir bénh vién St Vincent vé.”
“Pay la diéu ong thuc sy mudn ndéi cho mot tham tir NYPD sao?”

“Han ngat. To6i di gitp han. Chi c¢6 thé. Ct ndi chuyén véi cac nhan
chtng thi biét.”

“Du 1a gi thi viéc d6 cling s€ khong hay ho gi véi Lila dau.”

“Co ta nghi rang ¢ Virginia s hitu sung 13 diéu bat budc. C6 18 ¢o ta
nghi rang & New York cudp boc 1a diéu bat budc. Co6 ta da 16n 1én trong
nhing luan diéu tuyén truyén.”

Chung t61 ra khoi thang may & sdnh va hudng vé phia cira giap mat
pho. Lee hoi, “Nhung néu nhu toan b chuyén nay khong c6 van de, tai sao
c6 cac nhan vién di€u tra lién bang nhay vao?”

“Néu cau chuyén c6 that, mot linh My da gap mot chinh tri vién Hong
quan hoi Chién tranh lanh. Cac nhan vién diéu tra lién bang mudn chic
chan tuyét d6i rang diéu d6 trong sang. D6 1a 1y do viée tra 10i cia HRC bi
tri hodn lai nhiéu tuan. Ho dang ban tim hudng xur 1y va t6 chirc sip xép
theo do61.”

Chung t6i vao xe cua Lee. C6 néi, “Ong khong nhat tri véi téi vé toan
bo cau chuyén, dung khong?”

T6i dap, “Néu chuyén gia dinh nha Hoth 1a trong sang thi no6i lam gi.
Nhung c6 gi d6 khong trong sang. Diéu d6 thi qua chic chan. Va ching ta
néi rang co diéu gi d6 khac da dwa Susan Mark toi mot dja diém chinh xac
vao mot thoi diém chinh xac. Qua 1a mot su tring hop la ling qua thé.”

“Ro1 sao?”

“Da bao nhiéu lan cd bieét dén nguoi c6 co hdoi mot phan trigu tro
thanh nguoi chién thang chua?”
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“Chua bao g10.”

“Téi ciing chua. Nhung t6i nghi chuyén iy dang dién ra & day. Kha
nang day khong phai John Sansom la mdt triéu trén mot, nhung toi nghi 6ng
ta c¢o lién quan.”

“Tai sao?”

“To1 da no1 chuyén voi Ong ta.”

“0 Washington 4?”

“Thuc té 13 t61 da phai theo ong ta téi Bac Carolina.”
“Ong khong chiu bé cudc, phai khong?”

“P6 1a diéu ong ta ndi. Roi t6i hoi Sansom di bao gid nghe nhic cai
tén Lila Hoth chua. Ong ta bao chua. Khi 4y t6i quan sat nét mat ong ta. Toi
tin tay nghi si nay, va toi ciing nghi 1a khi 4y ong ta no6i dbi. Ca hai viéc dién
ra dong thoi. Va co 18 ong ta thé that.”

“Nhu thé nao kia cht?”

“Co thé 6ng ta da nghe thay cai tén Hoth chir khong ¢ Lila. Vay thi
thue té 1a khong, ong ta dd khong nghe thy cai tén Lila Hoth. Nhung c6 18
ong ta da nghe cai tén Svetlana Hoth. C6 1& 6ng ta rat quen voi cai tén nay.”

“Dieu do6 nghia la sao?”

“C6 thé nhiéu hon ching ta nghi. Boi néu Lila Hoth dang noi su that
thi & day dang dién ra mot dang logic ky quic. Tai sao Susan Mark lai dén
qua nhiéu tdm strc cho mot vu thé nay?”

“Vi ¢6 ay co sy thong cam.”
“Tai sao lai ding 1a c6 ay?”

“T6i khong biét.”
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“Vi ¢6 ay 1a con nudi. Con ngoai gia thi, c¢6 thé doi khi co ay tu hoi
vé ngudn cdi thuc ctia minh. Théng cam véi nhitng ngudi khac cing hoan
canh. Co thé giéng Lila Hoth. Mot tay ndo d6 ting rat tot voi me co ay
trude khi cb 4y ra doi sao? Co rat nhiéu cach hiéu mot cau nhu vy.”

“Chang han?”

“Truong hop tot nhat 13 6ng ta dd cho ba Ay mét chiéc 4o khoac 4m
trong mua dong.”

“Con xau nhat?”

“C6 thé John Sansom 1a cha cua Lila Hoth.”
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TOI VA LEE QUAY THANG VE PON CANH SAT KHU VUC.
Jacob Mark di xong viéc cuia minh véi Docherty. Diéu d6 thi 1 roi. Va co
gi 6 da thay doi. Piéu d6 thi ciing rd. Ho dang ngdi ddi dién nhau qua ban
lam viéc ctia Docherty. Khong noi chuyén thém nita. Jake trong c6 vé phan
khoi hon. Khudén mat Docherty ¢ nét kién nhan, nhu thé anh ta vira lang
phi mot gio> ddng hd. Anh khong ¢6 vé am trc vé chuyén ay. Canh sat quen
v6i viée lang phi thoi gio ma. Thong ké ra thi hau hét nhitng viéc ho lam
chéng dan t&i dau ca. Lee va tdi bude t6i chd ho, Jake noi: “Peter di goi cho
huén luyén vién ciia no.”

To1 hoi, “Lic nao?”

“Céach day hai gio. Huan luyén vién da goi cho Molina va Molina goi
cho t61.”

“Vay n6 dang ¢ dau?”

“Né khong noi. N6 phai dé lai 16i nhan. Huan luyén vién cia nd
khong bao gio nghe may trong luc an ti. Thoi gian danh cho gia dinh ma.”

“Nhung Peter 6n ch(r?”

“N6 bao no s& khong trd vé sém. Co 18 khong bao gio. N6 dang nghi
tdi chuyén bo bong bau duc. Trong may dién thoai c6 tiéng con gai cudi
khuc khich.”

Docherty noi, “Chac han 1a ¢6 nao kha lam day.”
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T6i hoi Jake, “Anh thay thoai mai véi diéu d6 chu?”

Jake noi, “Troi dat a, khong hé. Nhung d6 1a doi nd. Va du sao nd
cling sé& thay d6i y dinh thoi. Cau hoi duy nhat 1a nhanh ching nao.”

“Y t6i 1 anh thy vui vi 101 nhén c6 thyc cht?”
“Huan luyén vién biét giong cia nd. C6 18 1a biét rd hon t6i.”
“C¢ ai thur goi lai cho n6 khong?”

“Tét ca bon toi. Nhung dién thoai né lai tat roi.”
Theresa Lee ndi, “Thé 1a chung ta hai 1ong ch?”
“T6i dodn 1a the.”

“Cam thdy thoai mai hon khong?”

“Nhe nguoi.”

“Ti c6 the hoi anh mot cau vé chi dé khac chir?”
“Hoi di.”

“Chi anh la con nu61 phai khong?”

Jake ngimg ling. Chuyén tdm trang. Gat dau. “Ca hai chung toi déu 1a
con nudi. Tir bé. Nhan vé riéng &, cach nhau ba nim. Susan trudc.” Roi
anh hoi, “Sao ¢ lai hoi the?”

Lee no1, “Toi1 dang xac minh mdt s6 thong tin mdi thu nhan duge.”
“Thong tin mé1 nao?”
“C6 vé Susan da Ién day dé gap mot nguoi ban.”

“Nguoi ban nao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Mot phu nir Ukraine tén l1a Lila Hoth.”

Jake liéc nhin toi. “Chung to1 da ra lai toan by chuyén nay. To61 chua
bao gio nghe thay cai tén d6 tir miéng Susan.”

Lee hoi anh, “Anh c6 mong 13 nghe thiy khong? Chi em anh gan gili
t61 mirc nao? Moi quan hé d6 c6 vé nhu tinh ban twong ddi méi.”

“Chung t61 khong gan giii nhau 1lam.”
“Lan cuoi cung chi em anh no61 chuyén la khi nao?”
“To1 nghi la cach day vai thang.”

“The 1a anh khong hoan toan cip nhat dugc thong tin mdi nhat vé céac
moi1 quan hé xa hdi cua c6 ay.”

Jake noi, “To61 nghi 1a khong.”
Lee hoi, “Bao nhi€u nguoi bi€t rang Susan 1a con nu61?”

“T6i nghi chi 4y khong di khoe khoang vé chuyén iy dau. Nhung
cling khong phai 1a bi mat.”

“Mot ngudi ban maéi sé biét dugc sém chirng nao?”

“C6 18 12 kha som. Ban bé néi vé nhitng chuyén nhu thé.”
“Anh mo ta thé nao vé quan hé cia Susan vdi con trai co ay?”
“Cau hoi nay 1a kiéu gi thé?”

“Mot cau hoi quan trong.”

Jake ludng lu. Anh im bat va quay nguoi di chd khac, nhu thé dang
lang tranh van dé nay that. Nhu thé anh dang né mot ca don. C6 1& vi anh
ludng lr khong mudn phoi bay chuyén khong hay trude thién ha, trong tinh
hubng nay, ngodn ngit co thé cua Jake thyuc sy 13 toan bd ndi dung cau tra 101
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chung t61 can. Nhung Theresa Lee mudn no bi€u hién bang 161 cu thé. Co
nod1, “Hay nod1 voi to1, Jake. Gitra canh sat véi nhau. Day 1a van dé to1 can
biet.”

Jake im ling mot lat. Roi anh nhiin vai noi: “Toi nghi ¢6 ¢ thé goi do
13 mbi quan hé yéu-ghét.”

“Chinh x4c 14 theo kiéu nao?”

“Susan yéu Peter, Peter ghét chi ay.”

“Tai1 sao?”

Tiép tuc ludng ly. Thém mét cai nhian vai. “Chuyén phirc tap lam.”
“Phirc tap thé nao?”

“Peter trai qua mot thoi ky giong nhu hau hét dam tré. Kiéu nhu bon
con gai mudn lam nhiing nang céng chua bi lang quén tir xtra tir xua, hodc
lii con trai muén 6ng minh timg 1a d6 dbc, tudng linh hay may nha tham
hiém ndi tiéng. Mot luc nao d6 trong doi moi ngudi mudn minh 13 gi d6
khong phai ho. Co ban thi Peter muén séng trong mot quang cdo cua Ralph
Lauren. N6 mudn minh 1a Peter Molina Dé tt hodc it nhat cling B¢ tam. N6
mudn bd minh ¢6é mot dinh co & Kennebunkport, me né c6 nhitng gi con lai
cia mot gia san thdi xwa. Susan khong xur 1y tot van dé d6. Chi toi 1a con
ciia mot gai diém thiéu nién nghién ngap qué Baltimore, va chi ay chang
gidu gi chuyén y. Chi nghi rang thanh that 1 phuwong thirc t6t nhat. Peter
da chap nhan diéu nay that t6i. Ca hai khong bao gid vugt qua dugc chuyén
do, va roi xay ra vu ly hon, Peter lya chon phia c6 vi thé cao hon, va ho
khong bao gio vugt qua ndi chuyén ay.”

“Anh cam thay thé nao vé chuyén d6?”

“To1 co thé hiéu ca hai quan diém. Toéi khong bao gio tim hiéu ve
nguoi me thyc sy cua minh. Té1 khong muon biét. Nhung t61 tung trai qua
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mot giai doan chi udc gi ba Ay 1a mot ménh phu trén ngudi deo toan kim
cuong. Toi d3 vuot qua. Nhung Peter thi khong. That ngu ngdc, toi biét 1a
thé, nhung ciing d& hiéu thoi.”

“Susan c6 quy Peter véi tu cach mot nguot binh thuong, khac véi yéu
no6 voi tu cach mot dira con trai khong?”

Jake lic dau. “Khong. Piéu d6 1am moi chuyén tham chi to1 t& thém.
Susan khong c6 su thong cam dbi véi gidi van dong vién va nhiing ké mic
40 c6 sb cling nhu tat ca nhitng van dé lién quan. T6i doan 1a hoi hoc phd
thong va dai hoc chi da c6 ky niém khong vui voi nhitng ngudi kiéu ay. Chi
ay khong thich con trai minh tr¢ thanh mot trong nhiing ngudi nhu thé.
Nhung diéu ay lai c6 ¥ nghia quan trong v&i Peter, ban dau chi 1a vi né
thich tho1, nhung roi sau nay no trd thanh vii khi chéng lai me. D6 1a mot
gia dinh réu 4, day 1a diéu chang phai ban cai.”

“Nhitng ai biét chuyén nay?”

“Y ¢6 1a mot ngudi ban lidu c6 biét hay khong ha?”

Lee gat dau.

Jake néi, “Cé thé ban than thi s& biet.”

“Mot ngudi ban than ma ¢6 4y méi gip chua dugc 1au 1am sao?”
“Chang c6 thoi han nao ca. Van dé 14 1ong tin, phai khong?”

T6i ndi: “Anh di bao t6i rang Susan khéng phai ngudi bt hanh.”

Jake noi, “Pung thé. Toi biét rang néi thé nghe c6 vé ky quic. Nhung
nhitng ngudi 1a con nudi c¢6 quan diém khac vé gia dinh. Ho c6 nhiing ky
vong khac nhau. Tin t6i di, t6i biét ma. Susan binh than vé chuyén d6. P6 1a
mot thuc té trong cudc sdng, chi thé théi.”

“Co ay c6 don khong?”
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“Tbi chac chan 1a c6.”

“Co 4y c6 cam thay bj co 1ap khong?”

“Tbi chac chan 1a c6.”

“Co 4y c6 thich budn chuyén qua dién thoai khong?”
“Hau hét phy nit nhu vay ca.”

Lee hoi Jake, “Anh c6 con khong?”

M0t 1an nita Jake lic dau.

“Khong,” anh noi. “T61 khong c6 con cai. To1 tham chi khong 13p gia
dinh. T61 ¢6 gang rut dugc bai hoc dugc tir kinh nghi€ém cua chi minh.”

Lee im ling mot chut rdi 1én tiéng, “Cam on Jake. Toi thay vui vi
Peter on. Va t6i xin 16i bai toi phai x6i lai tt ca nhiing diéu khong vui.”
ROi ¢ budc di. Toi di theo, ¢ bao, “Tdi ciing s& xac minh lai nhing
chuyén khac, song sé mat thoi gian, boi cac kénh dé luon cham, nhung
ngay luc ndy phan doan cia toi 14 thue té s& cho thay Lila Hoth 1 ngudi tét.
Cho t6i nay c6 ay néi chinh xac vé ca hai van d¢, chuyén con nudi va méi
quan hé giita me va con trai. C6 ay biét nhirng diéu ma chi mot ngudi ban
dung nghia méi biét.”

To1 at dau dong y. “Co6 quan tam to1 van dé con lai khong? Bat cu
y G
dicu gi khién Susan SO hai dén VélY?,’

“Chang quan tdm néu toi khong thdy bang chimg thuc sy vé mot toi
ac dién ra ¢ thanh phé New York, & mét noi gitra dai 10 Chin va dai 16 Park,
va giita ph6 30 va ph 45.”

“Do chinh 1a khu vyc nay ha?”

Lee gat dau. “Bat ky chuyén gi khac déu s& 13 cong viéc tinh nguyén.”
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“C6 quan tam td1 Sansom khong?”

“Khong mot chut nao. Ong quan tam a?”

“T6i cam thdy nhu minh nén canh béo cho ong ta, co 1& vay.”
“V& van dé gi? Vé x4c sudt mot phan triéu a?”

“Thuc ra xac suit cao hon mot ph?m triéu nhiéu. O M¥ c6 nam triéu
dan ong tén John. Xét vé tinh pho bién thi chi sau cai tén James. Nhu thé 1a
ctr ba muoi ngudi thi c6 mot. Vay hoi nam 1983 ¢o thé co ba muoi ba ngan
chang John trong quan do6i My. C6 18 trir di muoi phan trim cho thong ké
quan s6, kha niang 1a khoang mot phan ba muoi ngan.”

“Nhu the xac suat van la qua thap.”
“To1 nghi Sansom nén biét, the thoi.”
“Tai1 sao?”

“Hay goi d6 14 tinh anh em gitta cac chién hitu di. C6 thé toi s& quay
lai Washington.”

“Khoéng can dau. Ong khoi tén mot chuyén roi. Ong ta dang tGi day.
Trua mai, dé dy bira trua gdy quy ¢ khach san Sheraton. Cung voi tat ca
nhing tay quyén luc nhét cia phd Wall, dai 16 Bay va phd 52. Chung toi da
duoc nhic nhé roi.”

“Ta1 sao? Khi & Greensboro 6ng ta khong duoc bao vé chat.”

“0 day ong ta ciing khong dugc bao vé chat. Thyuc té 13 6ng ta s&
chang duoc bao vé gi. Nhung chiing t6i dugc luu y vé moi chuyén. D6 1a co
ché bay gio. Do 1a NYPD méi.” Rdi Lee bo di, dé t6i lai mot minh giita
phong hop tréng khong. Va dé lai t6i voi cam giac hoi lo ling. C6 thé Lila
Hoth trong sang nhu pha 18, nhung t6i khong thé nao bé duoc cam giac
rang Sansom dang budc vao mot cai bay, chi bang viéc dén thanh phd nay.
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THOI TA CO THE NGU NGON O NEW YORK véi ndm d6 mot
dém da qua lau 1am r6i, nhung bay gid van c6 thé 1am diéu d6 v4i nam do
néu nhu ta biét cach, van dé mau chét 1a bat dau ngii muodn. Toi di bo t6i
khach san truéc day timg st dung, gan Madison Square Garden. D6 13 mot
noi to 16n, mgt thoi trang 1€, song bay gio chi la mot toa nha cti da bac
phéch, mai méi gan véi mire can duy tu hodc pha huy nhung khong bao gio
thuc su dugc nhu vay. Sau ntra dém, luong nhan vién truc chi con lai mdt
nhan vién vac do duy nhét chiju trach nhiém lam moi viéc ké ca tryc 18 tan.
T6i bude t6i chd anh ta hoi xem c6 phong nao tréng hay khong. Tay nhan
vién trinh dién man gd ban phim va nhin man hinh mady tinh r6i néi cé, co
mot phong. Anh ta ra gia mdt tram tdm muoi lam do, cong thém thué. Tai
hoi liéu minh c6 thé xem phong trudc khi dang ky ¢ khong. Do 1a kiéu
khach san ma 161 dé nghi nhu vay c6 vé hop 1y. Va khon ngoan. Tham chi
1a bat budc kia. Anh chang ra khoi ban 18 tan, dua t6i theo thang may 1én
tang va di doc theo mot hanh lang. Anh ta mé mdt canh cira bang mét chiéc
thé budc vao that lung bang mot soi ddy nhua quin queo roi lui lai dé toi
budc vao.

Can phong nay 6n. N6 ¢6 mot cai givong va mot phong tam. La moi
thir toi can, khong co gi toi khong can. Toi lay trong tai ra hai to hai muoi
d6 va bao, “Coi nhu ching ta khong lo ngai vé toan bd quy trinh dang ky
dudi kia nhe?”

Tay ndy chang néi gi. O muc ay ho khong bao gid noi. Toi 1y thém
t& muoi d6 va bao, “Cho nhan vién budng ngay mai.”
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Anh chang né nguoi mot chut nhu thé dang bi téi ngdm lam muc tiéu,
nhung rdi tay anh ta chia ra, anh chang cim ldy tién. Anh ta néi, “Hay roi
khoi day luc 8 gio,” roi budc di. Canh cira khép lai sau lung anh chang. Co
thé mot may tinh trung tdm s& cho thay rang chiéc thé md cira cua anh ta da
mo khoa ciia cin phong ciing nhu thoi diém thyuc hién viéc ay, song anh ta
s& ndi rang anh ta di cho t6i xem phong, va t6i khong thiy thich phong ay
nén roi khoi d6 ngay. C6 1& d6 13 viéc anh ta lam kha déu din. C6 khi t6i 1a
tay thtr tu anh ta cho ¢ 1én trong tuan nay. C6 khi 1a nguoi thr nam hay thir
sau Ay chir. Pu tht tro xdy ra ¢ cac khach san trong thanh phd, sau khi cac
nhan vién lam ban ngay da nghi.

To1 ngu ngon, tinh day véi cam gidc sang khoai va ra khaéi khach san
lac 8 gio kém 5. Toi chat vat chen qua ddm dong ra vao ga Penn rdi 4n sang
& mot 6 nam phia cudi mot cira hiéu & phé 33. Ca phé, tring, thit mudi,
banh kép, roi thém ca phé, tat ca mat sau do, cong thém thué, tién boa. Dt
hon & Béc Carolina nhung chi hon chut it. Pin di¢n thoai di dong cua
Leonid van con chirng mot nira. Mot cot hién thi cho théy mot s6 vach mo
va mot sd vach sang 1én. T6i cho 1a minh c6 du pin cho vai cudc goi. Toi
bam 600 va rdi chuan bi bAm 82219 nhung chi méi thue hién duge mot nira
thao tac thi loa trong mdy da vang 1én mot tin hiéu ba tiéng mot lugt do kha
don, v6i thanh diéu ndm gitra tiéng coi hy va tiéng moc cam. Mot giong néi
cat 1én cho toi biét rang néu bam s6 nhu vay thi cudc goi cua toi khong thé
thie hién dugce. N6 yéu cau toi kiém tra va thir lai. To6i thir 1-600 va nhan
duogc két qua dung nhu cii. Téi bam 011 dé goi qudc té roi bam 1 chon khu
vuc Bic My, 16i tdi 600. Quy trinh dai, song két qua cling chang kha hon.
T6i thr 001 dé goi quoc té, dé phong cai dién thoai van nghi rang nd van
dang & London. Chang c6 két qua nao. To6i thir 8%*101 - ma goi quéc té tir
Pong Au sang My, phong truong hop cai dién thoai da duogc 16i tan tir
Moscow sang cach ddy mot nim. Ciing khong co két qua. Téi nhin ban
phim dién thoai va nghi dén viéc bdm s6 3 thay cho ky tu D, nhung trudc
khi toi 1am diéu d6, hé thong da phat tin hiéu bao cho toi.
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Vay 1a 600-82219-D khong phai 1a s6 dién thoai, du 13 cia Canada
hay nudc khac. La diéu chiac chan FBI di biét. C6 1& ho da tinh toan kha
nang ndy trong mot phut, sau d6 loai bo nd. FBI thi nhiéu tat, nhung doét nat
khong phai mot trong sé d6. Thé 13, lac ¢ phd 35, ho di gidu nhitng cau hoi
that sy danh cho t61 sau mot man khoi.

Ho d3 hoi t6i nhitng gi khac 4y nhi?

Ho da danh gia mirc d§ quan tam cua t61, ho da hoi mot lan nita xem
Susan d4 trao gi cho t6i hay khong, roi ho khing dinh ring toi s& roi thanh
phé. Ho mubn t6i khong con to mo, trong tay khong c6 manh mdi ndo, roi
di khuét mét.

Tai sao?
T6i khong biét.

Va 600-82219-D chinh x4c 13 gi, néu d6 khong phai mot s dién
thoai?

T6i ngdi thém mudi phat véi tach ca phé cudi cuing, tir tir nham nhap,
hai mat mo nhung khong thay gi nhiéu, ¢d ging khéo 1éo 16i cau tra 10i 1én.
Nhu Susan Mark da dy dinh khon khéo lach ra khéi tau dién ngam. Dau toi
vé& ra nhiing con s6, tach ra, dit riéng r&, ghép lai, thir nhiéu cach t6 hop
khac nhau, thém vao nhiing dau cach, nhirng dau gach ndi, cac nhom.

Cum 600 goi 1én mot chut gi d6 hoi 16 mo.
Susan Mark.

600.

Nhung t6i khong thé nhé ra.

T6i ubng nét chd ca phé va dut dién thoai di dong cua Leonid vao tui
r0i di theo huéng Bic vé phia khach san Sheraton.
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Khach san 12 mot cot tru khong 16 xay bang kinh ¢6 man hinh plasma
& sanh liét ké toan bo cac su kién dién ra trong ngay. Phong khiéu vii chinh
da dugc dat riéng cho bira trua cia mot nhom tu goi 1a FT, Fair Tax (Thué
Cong béng), hoac Free Trade (Thuong mai Ty do), hoac tham chi co thé

34]

chinh la Financial Time[— . Vb boc dﬁy thuyét phuc cho mot nhém cé by &
ph6 Wall dang tim cach mua thém anh huéng. Du kién chuong trinh ctia ho
bat dau luc trua. Toi nghi 12 Sansom s& ¢b gang c¢6 mat lac 11 gid. Trude
khi dién ra su kién, ong ta can chat thoi gian, khong gian riéng va su tinh
tam dé chuan bi. Day la mot cudc hop 16n ddi voi Sansom. Day la ddi tuong
cua Ong ta, ho lai co hau bao 16n. it nhat Sansom can t&i sau muoi phut.
Nhu vay 1a toi c6 hai tiéng dong hod giét thoi gian. Toi cudc bo sang
Broadway va tim thdy mot cira hiéu quan 4o cach d6 hai khéi nha vé phia
Bic. T6i mudn mua mot chiéc so mi mai nita. Toi khong thich chiéc minh
tirng mac. B¢ 1a biéu tuong cua su thét bai. Dung dén ma an mdc nhw theé,
néu khong ong sé chang vao dwoc dau. Néu chuan bi gip lai Elspeth
Sansom, t6i khong mudn minh deo chiéc phu hiéu ghi dau that bai cua toi
va thanh cong cua ba ta.

To6i chon mot chiéc binh thudng lam bang vai ka ki poplin va tra
muoi mot d6. Re, va nén ré nhu vay. N6 khong c¢o tui, tay 4o dai té1 nira
canh tay. Gap gau tay 4o lai, n6 cham vao hai khuyu tay t6i. Nhung ti ciing
kha thich chiéc 40 nay. D6 1a mot san pham may ung . Va it ra n6 ciing
dugc mua mot cach tu nguyén.

Pén 10 gi0 30 to1 trd lai sanh khach san Sheraton. Toi ngéi vao mot
cai ghé xung quanh day ngudi. Ho mang cip. Mot nira dang hudng ra phia
ngoai, chd xe t&i. Mot nira hudng vao phia trong, chd nhan phong.

Dén 10 gid 40, t6i doan dugce 600-82219-D nghia 1a gi.
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TOI PUNG LEN KHOI GHE va theo céc bién chi ddn bang dong t6i
trung tdm tién ich vin phong cua khach san Sheraton. To6i khong thé vao
duogc, can c6 chia khoa ctra. Toi dtng loanh quanh & cira ba phat thi mot tay
khac xuét hién. Anh ta mic com Ié va trong méat hét kién nhan. Téi ra vé
loay hoay luc hét céc thi quﬁn, sau do budc sang mot bén va ngo 101 xin 10i.
Tay kia budc thang 1én trudc mat t6i, tra chia khéa ciia minh vao va md
cura, to1 budc theo sau anh ta.

Trong phong c6 bén 6 lam viéc gidng hét nhau. Mdi 6 déu cd mot
ban, mot ghé, mot may tinh va mdt may in. To1 ngéi cach kha xa ong ban
kia va cham dut ché d6 cho ciia may tinh bang cach g vao phim cach. Dén
gio thi van 6n. Tdi nhin cac biéu twong trén man hinh va ching hiéu y nghia
ctia chung 1a miy. Nhung t6i phat hién ra rang khi di con tro 1én phia trén
chung, nhu thé ta dang ludng lu hay suy tinh, mot bang s& hién 1én bén
canh d6. Bang cach 4y t6i tim duoc chuong trinh vao Internet va bim duip
chuét. O cing tra 151 nhanh chéng va trinh duyét mo ra. Nhanh hon nhiéu
so v6i lan gan day nhat t6i dung may tinh. C6 18 cong nghé dang thuc su
phat trién. Ngay trén trang cha 1a mot duong din tit téi Google. Toi bam
vao do, trang tim kiém cua Google hi¢n ra. Mt lan nira, rit nhanh. T6i g0
Piéu 1énh quan doi vao hop thoai va bam phim nhap ditr licu. Man hinh an
di mot lat roi cho tdi ca mot trang day nhimng tiy chon.

Trong nim phut tiép theo, t6i bAm chudt, kéo trang va doc.

T6i trd lai sanh lac 11 gio kém 10. Ghé cua toi d3 c6 ngudi ngdi. Toi
di ra via he, ding trong nang. T6i nghi 1 Sansom s& dén bang chiéc Town
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Car va di vao bang ctra truéc. Ong ta khong phai ngoi sao nhac rock. Ong ta
cling chang phai Tong thdng. Ong ta s& khong vao qua bép hay noi bdc d&
hang. Muc dich ctia ong ta 1a dugc ngudi khac nhin thay. Nhu cau vao céc
noi mot cach bi mat 1a gidi thudng 6ng ta chua gianh duoc.

Ngay nong. Nhung duong phd sach s&. Khong béec mui. O goc phd
phia Nam t6i c6 hai canh sat, & goc phd phia Bic c6 mot cip khac. Trién
khai lyc luong ding quy chuan NYPD, ¢ man gitta thanh phd. Tich cuc va
c6 tac dung tran an. Nhung khéng han hitu ich, néu nhu tinh dén tinh da
dang cua cac mbi de doa tiém tang. Bén canh t61, cadc khach ro1 khach san
dang chui vao xe taxi. Nhip séng cta thanh phd dién ra khong nging nghi.
Dong xe cd trén dai 10 Bay troi di, dirng lai ¢ ¢t dén giao thong, roi lai troi
tiép. Dong xe ¢ trén dudng cat ngang troi di, dimng, va lai tiép tuc. Khach
bd hanh dén lai & cac goc phd rdi a0 vé phia via hé dbi dién. Coi kéu, xe tai
gam, anh mit troi ddp vao cac tim kinh trén cao roi ban manh xudng dudi.

Sansom dén bang mot chiéc Town Car lac 11 gio 05. Bién dia
phuong, nghia 12 6ng ta d3 di phan 16n ching duong bang tau hoa. Kém tién
lgi hon cho Ong ta nhung cling thai it carbon hon so vdi chay xe hodc bay
ching 4y quing duong. Trong mot cudc van dong tranh cir, moi chi tiét déu
c6 ¥ nghia. Chinh tri la mét bai min. Springfield leo ra khoi ghé bén canh
tai xé tham chi trudc khi xe ding han, rdi Sansom cung vo leo ra tir bang
ghé sau. Ho dimg trén via hé mot gidy, san sang to vé lich sy khi c¢6 ngudi
chao dén, sin sang khong to ra that vong néu khéng c6. Ho ludt qua cac
guong mit roi trong thay toi, Sansom trong hoi bdi rdi con c¢d vo trong hoi
lo ling, Springfield tién vé phia t6i, song bang mdt cir chi nho Elspeth ngin
anh ta lai. To6i doan 1a ddi v6i truong hop cua t6i ba ta ty giao cho minh
chtrc danh si quan han ché ton that. Elspeth bét tay toi nhu thé t6i 1a mot
nguoi ban cii. Ba ta khong binh pham gi vé chiéc so mi cta t6i. Thay vao
d6 ba ta ghé nguoi sat lai hoi, “Ong can néi chuyén véi ching toi sao?”

Do 1a mot ngdn dicu tra hoan hao ctia mot vo chinh tri gia. Ba ta don
vao tur can tat ca moi ham y. Cach nhan manh cua ba ta phan loai t61 vua tré
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thanh mot dbi thi vira 1a mot ké hop tac. Ba ta dang néi rang, Chiing t6i
biét rang 6ng cé nhitng thong tin cé thé gdy hai cho ching t6i, va chiing t6i
cam ghét éng vi diéu do, song chiing t6i thwc sw cam kich néu 6ng di tot dé

ban voi chung toi truoc tién, truoc khi cong bo chung.

Thuc té 1a ca mot bai luan, chaa dung chi trong mgt am tiét ngén. To1
noi, “Vang, chiing ta can noi chuyén.” Springfield cau c6 song Elspeth mim
cudi véi t6i nhu thé toi vira hira danh cho ba ta ca trim ngan phiéu bau, roi
nim lay canh tay toi dua t6i vao trong. Nhan vién khach san chang biét hay
chang quan tdm Sansom 12 ai trir viéc ong ta 1a dién gia cia mot nhom dang
thanh toan mot khoan 16n tién thué phong khiéu vii, thé nén ho huy dong
toan bo sy nhiét tinh gia tao va dua chung toi téi mot phong doi riéng roi
xang xai chay quanh véi nhitng chai nudc ¢6 ga 4m 4m, cac binh chta ca
phé loai loang. Elspeth dong vai tro chu nha. Springfield khong noi gi.
Sansom nghe mot cu dién thoai do ngudi dung dau van phong o
Washington goi vao mdy di dong. Ho noi chuyén trong bon phit vé chinh
sach kinh té, rdi thém hai phat vé chuong trinh 1am viéc budi chiéu. Tt d6
c6 thé thay rd rang Sansom s& trd lai thang vin phong sau bira trua, chuan
bi cho mdt budi chiéu déy cong viéc. Sy kién dién ra & New York 1a mot
budi chay s6 nhanh gon, khong hon. Kiéu nhu mot chay xe qua roi cudp.

Pam ngudi cua khach san dd xong viéc, Sansom bam phim két thic
cudc goi va can phong trd nén yén lang. Khi nén ri ri qua céc van vao trong
phong gitr cho nhiét do thap hon mirc t6i thich. Trong mét khoang thoi gian
ngan chung t6i im ling nhap nudc va ca phé. Roi Elspeth Sansom mo dau
cho man mic ca. Ba ta néi, “C6 thong tin gi vé cau bé mét tich khong?”

To1 noéi: “Co mot chat. N6 da bo budi tap bong, di€u rd rang 1a hieém
khi xay ra.”

“0 USC a?” Sansom hoi. Ong ta c6 tri nhé tét. Toi da nhac téi USC
chi mot 1an ma chi thoang qua. “Pung, chuyén d6 thi hiém.”

“Nhung 161 n6 da goi cho huan luyén vién va dé lai 161 nhan.”
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“Khi nao?”

“Pém qua. Vao gio an tdi bén bo Pong.”
“Vasao?”

“R0 rang 1a n6é dang ¢ cung mot phu nir.”
Elspeth noi, “Thé thi 6n r6i.”

“To1 thi to1 mong do la cudc ndi chuyén dién ra truc ti€p. Hodac mot
cudc gap truc dién.”

“Mot 101 nhan khong du tét cho 6ng sao?”

“To1 la nguot da nghi.”

“Vay 6ng mudn noi chuyén vé van dé gi?”

To1 xoay qua Sansom hoi, “Nam 1983 6ng ¢ dau?”

Ong ta nging lai, chi mot chat, roi diéu gi d6 ludt qua doi mat.
Khong phai sdc, t6i nghi. Khong phai ngac nhién. C6 1& 1a cam chju. Ong ta
noi, “Nam 1983 t61 mang ham dai uy.”

“P6 khong phai diéu toi hoi ong. Téi hoi 14 6ng & dau.”
“T6i khong thé noi cho anh.”

“Ong c6 & Berlin khong?”

“T6i khong thé noi cho anh.”

“Ong bao t6i rang 6ng khong cé chut ti vét nao ma. Ong van giir
nguyén y kién d6 chu?”

“Hoan toan thé.”
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“Co diéu gi vé 6ng ma vo ong khong biét khong?”
“Rat nhiéu diéu. Nhung khong gi mang tinh riéng tu.”
“Ong chac khong?”

“Chac.”

“Ong da bao gio nghe cai tén Lila Hoth chua?”

“To1 da bao anh 1a t61 chua tung ma.”

“Ong d3 bao gio nghe cai tén Svetlana Hoth chua?”

“Chua bao gid,” Sansom néi. Toi dang quan sat nét mit ong ta. Rét
binh than. Ong ta trong hoi kho chiu, nhung ngoai cai dé ra thi ong ta
khong thé hién gi.

T6i hoi ong ta, “Trudc tudn nay ong da biét vé Susan Mark chir?”
“Tb6i da bao anh rang t6i khong biét ma.”
“Nam 1983 6ng dugc tang mot huy chuong phai khong?”

Sansom khong tra 1oi. Cin phong mot 1an nira yén ling. Ro6i dién
thoai di dong ctia Leonid trong tui téi do chudng. Téi cam thay rung roi mot
am thanh dién tir 16n vang lén. T61 1at dat 161 dién thoai ra nhin vao man
hinh nho phia trudc. Mot s6 c6 dau 212. Pung s6 di co trong myc quan 1y
cudc goi. Khach san Four Seasons. Chic 1a Lila Hoth. Toi tu héi liéu
Leonid van mat tich hay anh ta d3 tré vé ké chuyén cho ¢6 nghe va bay gio
Lila dang go1 cho chinh to1.

To1 gitr dai cac phim cho td1 khi chuéng ngirng roi cho dién thoai vao
lai tai. Toi nhin Sansom noi, “Toi xin 16i.”

Ong ta nhun vai, nhu thé nhiing 10i xin 15i 1a khong can thiét.

To1 hoi, “Nam 1983 6ng duoc tdng mot huy chuong phai khong?”
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Ong ta n6i, “Tai sao diéu d6 lai quan trong?”
“Ong biét 600-8-22 13 gi khong?”

“Co 1€ 1a mot diéu Iénh cua quan doi. Toi1 khong biét nd1 dung chinh
xac cua chung.”

T6i ndi, “Cho tdi gio chung ta cho rang chi mot ké dan don mai trong
chd mét nhan vién HRC c¢6 duoc thong tin c6 ¥ nghia vé cac chién dich cua
luc lwong Delta. Va t6i nghi ta dung phan 16n. Nhung ciing ¢6 mot chut sai.
T6i nghi mot ngudi thue sy khon ngoan ciing c6 thé trong doi diéu d6 mot
cach c6 co sd, néu tu duy khac binh thuong mot chit.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Hay gia st mdt ké nao do biét chac chan rang mot chién dich cua
Delta di dién ra. Coi nhu ho biét chic ring n6 da thanh cong.”

“Thé thi ho sé& khong can thong tin, boi1 ho da c6 nd roi.”

“Gia str ho muén khang dinh danh tinh cta si quan chi huy chién dich
do thi sao?”

“Ho s& khong c6 duge diéu d6 tir HRC. Chi vi khong thé. Cac ménh
Iénh va tai lidu vé trién khai quan ciing nhu bao céo sau khi két thiic chién
dich déu duoc xac dinh d6 mat va gilt & Fort Bragg mot cach cAn mat.”

“Nhung chuyén gi x4y ra vdi cac si quan chi dao cac chién dich thanh
cong?”

“Anh néi cho to61 nghe di.”

“Ho duogc tang huy chuong,” t6i néi. “Chién dich cang 16n thi huy
chuong cang cao. Piéu l1énh 600-8-22, muc 1, doan 9, tiéu muc D, yeu cau
Cuc Nhan luc duy tri viéc ghi lai chinh x4c mdi mot truong hop dé nghi
khen thudng, va cac quyét dinh xuat phat tir nhitng khen thuéng do.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“C6 thé,” Sansom noi. “Nhung néu do 1a mot phi vu cua Delta, tat ca
cac chi tiét s& bi x0a bo. Ban tuyén duong s€ dugc chinh sura, dia diém s&
duoc thay ddi, hanh dong dugc khen thudng s€ khong dugc mo ta.”

Toi gat dau. “TAt ca hod so ghi lai s€ 1a mot cai tén, mgt ngay, mdt
phan thuéng. Khong cé gi khéac.”

“Chinh x4c thé.”

“P¢ 1a tat ca nhimg gi mot nguoi khon ngoan suy nghi theo kiéu khac
thuong doi chat thuc sy can, dung khong? Mot phan thuong ching to mot
diép vu di thanh cong, thiéu ban tuyén duong ching té d6 1a mot phi vu bi
mat. Lay ngau nhién mot thang, coi nhu ddu nam 1983 di. C6 bao nhiéu
huy chuong da dugc ban tang?”

“Vai ngan. Tinh riéng Huy chuong Thanh tich t6t di c6 t&i vai trim

roi.”

“Bao nhiéu chiéc hang Sao Bac?”

“Khéng nhiéu lam.”

“Néu nhu ¢6,” t6i ndi. “Pau nam 1983 khong dién ra nhiéu sy kién.
Co6 bao nhiéu DSM[E] da duogc trao tang? Bao nhiéu DSC[3—6]? To61 dam ca

14 hdi dau nam 1983 loai nay hiém hon vang.”

Elspeth Sansom cua nguoi trén ghé, nhin t6i ma noi, “T61 khong
hiéu.”

T6i xoay ngudi vé phia ba ta nhung Sansom nhic mot ban tay 1én va
ngat 11 toi. Ong ta tra 10i thay t6i. Gitta ho khong c6 bi mat nao ca. Khong
c6 su canh giac. Ong ta noi, “Do6 1a mot dang cira sau. Thong tin truc tiép
hoan toan khong c6, song thong tin gian tiép thi co day ngoai kia. Néu ai d6
biét rang mot phi vu ctia Delta di dién ra va thanh cong, biét thoi diém dién
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ra, thi nguoi ndo nhan huy chuong cao nhét trong thang dé6 ma khong c6 10i
giai thich c6 1& di chi huy phi vu ay. Tim kiéu 4y s& khong hiéu qua trong
thoi chién, bai cac huy chuong cao quy qua phd bién. Nhung trong thoi
binh, khi chiang c6 chuyén gi khac dién ra, mot phan thudng 16n s& 10i ra
ngay thoi.”

“Chting ta danh chiém Grenada nam 1983,” Elspeth noi. “Delta c6 ¢
do.”

“Thang Mudi,” Sansom noi. “Viéec d6 giy thém chut nhiéu cho giai
doan cudi nam. Nhung chin thdng dau nam thi cuc ky yén 6n.”

Elspeth Sansom nhin di chd khac. Ba ta khong biét chong minh lam
gi trong chin thang dau nam 1983. C6 1& ba ta s& khong bao gio biét.
Elspeth néi, “Vay ai dang 1a ngudi tim hiéu?”

Tbi n6i, “Mot cuu chién binh gia tén Svetlana Hoth, tu xung tung la
chinh tri vién Hong quin. Khong c6 nhitng chi tiét thuce, nhung ba ta noi
rang ba ta biét mot linh My tén John & Berlin ndm 1983. Ba nay noi rang
ngudi linh d6 rat tt voi ba ta. Va viée tim hiéu chuyén dy thong qua Susan
Mark chi ¢6 1y néu nhu c6 su lién quan to1 mot phi vu, tay John d6 da chi
huy va duogc ting huy chuong vi phi vu ay. FBI d3 tim thdy mot mau gidy
trong xe cua Susan. K¢é nao dé da cung cép cho ¢o éy diéu 1énh, muc, doan
ay dé biét chinh x4c noi can tim.”

Elspeth liéc Sansom, vé mién cuong, trén mat hién lén cau héi ma ba
ta biét s& khong bao gid nhan duoc cau tra 10i: Anh dd nhdn dwege mét huy
chuong cho mot viéc anh da thuc hién o Berlin nam 1983 phai khong?
Sansom khong tra 10i. Thé nén toi thir. Toi hoi thang 6ng ta, “Ong da tham
gia mQt di€p vu & Berlin ndm 1983 phai khong?”

Sansom no1: “Anh bi€t 1a to1 khong thé no61 cho anh diéu ay.” Roi1 co
vé ong ta mat kién nhan véi t61, ong ta ndi: “Anh c6 vé giong mot ké khon
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ngoan. Hay nghi vé diéu ay. Vi Chua, loai chién dich nao Delta c6 thé thyc
hién ¢ Berlin nam 1983 chu?”

T6i néi, “Toi khong biét. Nhu t6i nhé thi hoi Ay dam cac ong rat cd
gang ngan chin nhimg nguoi nhu t6i tim hiéu viée cac 6ng 1am. Va du sao
thi toi cling khong thuc sy quan tim. Pay toi chi ¢d gitip 6ng mot viéc. Chi
thé théi. Gifta anh em si quan v&i nhau. Vi t6i cho rang chuyén gi d6 sé& bi
x6i lai ma gy hai cho ong, toi nghi c6 thé 6ng s& danh gia cao mot 1i canh
bao.”

Sansom binh tinh lai rit nhanh. @ng ta hit the vai 1an roi noi, “Toi
thie su cam kich vé 101 canh bao. Va t6i chic rang anh hiéu toi khong thuc
su dugce phép phii nhan bat ky diéu gi. Boi, xét vé mit logic, phti nhan mot
diéu dong nghia voi khang dinh mot diéu khac. Néu t6i phii nhan Berlin va
tat ca nhitng noi khac ma t6i khong c6 mat, thi cudi cung bang phuong phap
loai trtr anh s€ tim ra noi t61 da ¢. Nhung t61 s€ mao hiém mot chut, boi toi
nghi ¢ day chung ta déu cing phe ca. Thé nén hiy lang nghe, chién hitu a.
T6i khéng c6 mat ¢ Berlin vao bat ky thoi diém nao trong nim 1983. Toi
khong hé gip mot phu nit Nga nao trong nam 1983. To6i khong nghi rang
minh d3 rat tot véi ai, trong sudt ca naim d6. C6 rat nhiéu tay trong quan doi
mang tén John. Berlin 13 mot diém du lich c6 tiéng. Nguoi ma anh dang noi
t6i dang tim kiém mot nguoi ndo d6 khac. Chuyén don gian 13 thé.”

Bai noéi ngan cia Sansom dong lai trong khong khi mot lic. Tt ca
chung t6i nhap d6 udng va ngdi im lang. Rdi Elspeth Sansom nhin dong hod
deo tay, ong chong thdy ba ta lam thé lién néi, “Gid anh phai thir 16i cho
chung t6i. Hom nay ching t6i c6 budi quyén gdp rat quan trong can thuc
hién. Springfield sé& rat vui duoc tién anh.” T6i nghi day 1a mot dé nghi ky
qudc. Pay la khach san cong cong. La noi cua to1 cling nhu cua Sansom.
T6i c6 thé tim dudng ra, va toi co quyén lam viéc ay. Tdi s& khéng danh cip
thia, va du cho tdi c6 lam viéc dy di nita, d6 ciing chang phai thia cua
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Sansom. Nhung rdi t6i cho rang ong ta mudn sap xép chut thoi gian yén
tinh cho Springfield va t6i, & mot hanh lang tach bi¢t nao do. Co 1€ dé ban
bac thém, hodc dé trao mot thong diép. Thé nén t6i dung day di thang phia
ctra. Khong bit tay hay chao tam biét. Co vé kiéu chia tay y khong hop.

Springfield theo t61 ra sdnh. Anh ta khong n6i gi. Duong nhu anh ta
dang nham lai gi d6. T6i ngimg lai doi, anh ta bét kip t6i lién néi: “Ong can
tr bo toan b chuyén nay.”

To1 hoi, “Tai sao, néu nhu 6ng ta da khong ¢ d6?”

“Boi dé ching minh rang ong ay khong c6 mit & do, 6ng sé bat dau
hoi rang khéng & d6 thi & dau. Tt hon 13 khong bao gid 6ng biét.”

Toi gat dau. “Poi v6i ong thi day cling 1a chuyén riéng, phai khong?
Boi 6ng ciing & d6 cung 6ng ta. Ong di t6i bat ky noi nao ong ta t6i.”

Springfield ciing gat. “Hay dé cho né qua di. Ong khong thé 1at duoc
tang da khong vura voi stre 6ng dau.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Boi néu 6ng lam thé thi ong sé& bi x6a bo. Ong s& khong ton tai thém
chut nao nira. Ong sé& chi bién mat, ca vé thé xac 1an trén gidy to. Bay gio
chuyén d6 c6 thé xay ra, 6ng biét ma. Pay 1a mot thé giéi hoan toan méi.
T6i rat mudn nodi rang t6i s& tham gia vao quy trinh 4y, nhung t6i s& chang
c6 co hoi. Tham chi gan co ciing khong. Boi mot dam nguoi khac co mit
trude dé tim ong. Toi s& tut lai xa dén mirc tham chi gidy khai sinh ctia 6ng
s& trang tron trudc khi t6i dén duoc bat ky chd nao d6 gan 6ng.”

“DPam nguoi khac nao?”

Anh ta khong tra 101.

“Chinh phu a?”
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Anh ta khong tra 101.
“Pam nhan vién diéu tra lién bang iy 4?”

Anh ta khong tra 10i. Chi quay nguoi budc vé phia thang may. Toi
budc ra via he dai 10 Bay va trong thi t61 dién thoai cua Leonid lai dd
chudng lan nira.
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TOI PUNG TREN DAI LO BAY, xoay lung lai dong xe ¢d va nhan
cli goi vao mdy di dong cua Leonid. Tai t6i nghe giong ndéi mém mai cia
Lila Hoth. Dung tir chinh x4c, ngat cau hay. C6 noi, “Ong Reacher 4?”

Toi1 dap, “Pang.”

C6 nodi, “Tdi can gap ong, thuc sy khan déy.”

“Vé chuyén gi?”

“T6i nghi me toi dang gap nguy hiém. Co thé ca chinh toi ciing thé.”
“Vi cai gi?”

“Cé ba nguoi dan ong dudi tang, dang hoi nay hdi no & ban 1€ tan.
Luc ching t61 ra ngoai. T61 nghi phong cua chiing t61 cling bi luc soat 161.”

“Ba nguoi nao?”

“To6i khong biét ho 13 ai. RS rang 13 ho khong noi r6i.”
“Tai sao ndi véi t6i vé chuyén d6?”

“Bai ho ciing hoi vé ong nita. Xin hiy t6i gap chung t6i.”
T6i hoi, “Co6 khong gian vé chuyén Leonid sao?”

Co not, “Vi hoan canh nhu vay nén khong gian. Toéi nghi do chi 1a su
hiéu 1am khong may. Xin hdy téi day.”
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To1 khong tra 101.

Lila noi, “Tbi s& rat cam kich trudc su giup d& cta 6ng.” Co ta nodi
mot cach lich sy, khan khoan, mot chit quy luy, tham chi thiéu ty tin, nhu
mot ké cau canh. Nhung bat chap tit ca nhitng nét y, c6 thém gi d6 trong
giong noi cia Hoth khién t6i hoan toan ¥ thuc rang co ta dep téi muc lan
cubi ciing c6 g dan ong nao néi khoéng véi co chic cling cach day ca chuc
nam roi. Giong co ta nghe phang phat nhu ra 1énh, nhu thé moi tha déu
dugc nhat tri ca roi, nhu thé hoi 1a ¢6. Hay dé cho né qua di, Springfield da
bao thé, va tat nhién t6i nén nghe 15i anh ta. Nhung thay vi thé toi bao Lila
Hoth, “Tbi s& gap c6 ¢ sanh khach san, mudi 1am phut nita.” Toi nghi rang
tranh phong khach san cta c6 ta 1a di dé dé phong roi, trudc bat ky rac roi
nao co6 thé ndy sinh. Roi t6i gap dién thoai va bude thang vé diy xe taxi cua
khach san Sheraton.

Sanh khach san Four Seasons dugc chia thanh mét s6 khu vuc riéng
r& & hai cdp. Toi tim thdy Lila Hoth va me c¢6 & ban trong goc cia mot khu
6p gb t6i 10 mo dudng nhu ban ngay 1a phong udng tra con dém tré thanh
bar. Chi c6 hai nguoi. Leonid khéng ¢ day. Toi can than kiém tra xung
quanh song khong thiy nguoi ndo dang ngai. Khong c6 nhan vat nao khong
thé giai thich mic com 1& mirc gia trung binh, khong c6 ngudi nao lap 1o véi
td bao budi sang. Khong co hoat dong theo ddi nao ro rang ca. Thé nén toi
chudi vao mét ghé, canh Lila, di dién me c6 ta. Lila mic vay den va so mi
tréng. Giéng nhu mdt nit phuc vu tiéc cocktail, trir chét liéu, kiéu cat may
6m vira van lay nguoi thi khong giéng bat ky thir gi mot nir phuc vu tiéc
cocktail c¢6 thé chi tra. Hai mét c6 13 hai diém sang trong khoang toi mo,
xanh nhu bién nhiét d6i. Svetlana mic mot chiéc vay & nha khac chang co
kiéu dang rd rang, lan nay mau bun do. Hai mat ba 10 do. Khi t6i ngdi
xudng, ba gia git dau lo dnh. Lila chia tay ra bét tay toi that trang trong.
Su ddi 1ap giita hai ngudi phu nit ndy that vo cing 16n, xét theo moi khia
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canh, v€ tudi tac va dung mao thi o rd1, nhung ca vé€ stc song, sy nang
dong, phong thai va khi chat nira.

T6i on dinh chd va Lila di thang vao chuyén. C6 ta hoi, “Ong co
mang theo chiéc thé nhé khong?”

To1 n61 “Khong”, du c6 mang theo. N6 nam trong tui t61, cung voi
chiéc ban chai cua t61 va dién thoai cua Leonid.

“Vay no ¢ dau?”

“Mot noi khac.”

“Not1 nao do6 an toan chu?”

“Hoan toan an toan.”

Lila hoi, “Tai sao ddm nguoi do téi day?”

Toi dap, “Béi co6 dang tho mili vao chuyén gi d6 van con 1a bi mat.”
“Nhung si quan bao chi & HRC rat nhiét tinh vé chuyén d6 ma.”
“Boi ¢6 dd noi doi ong ta.”

“Xin 16i?”

“Co bao 6ng ta rang chuyén d6 dién ra & Berlin. Nhung khong phai.
Berlin ndm 1983 khong phai chd dé gion choi, nhung on dinh. N6 1a mot
hoat canh cta Chién tranh Lanh, ngung dong véi thoi gian. C6 thé c6 chut
qua lai gitta CIA va KGB ciing nhu gitra ngudi Anh va luc luong an ninh
chinh tri Pong Duc, nhung khong c6 su tham gia thuc su cua quan doi My.
Pdi vai cac chang trai cua chuing t61, d6 chi 1a mdt diém du lich. Bat tau
hoa, xem Birc tudng Berlin. Cac quan bar tuyét voi, nhimg co gai diém
tuyét dinh. Co 1€ ca chuc ngan chang trai tén John da qua do6, nhung ho
khong 1am gi ngoai viéc tiéu tién va dinh bénh lau. Chic chin ho di khong
chién d4u va khong duoc thuong huy chuong. Thé nén truy ra mot trong sd
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ho gan nhu 1a diéu khong thé. C6 thé HRC da sin sang lang phi chit thoi
gian, song chi dé phong c6 khi moi ra dugc diéu gi d6 hay ho. Nhung ngay
tir ddu d6 da 1a mot nhiém vu ngd ngan. Thé nén khong thé ¢ chuyén cac
co da thu duoc két qua tich cuc tir Susan Mark. Khong thé c6 chuyén co 4y
d3 ké cho co nghe diéu gi d6 vé Berlin dang dé co 1an 161 ti day. Khong thé
xay ra dugc.”

“Vay tai sao chung t61 da t61?”

“Vi trong nhimg cudc dién thoai dau tién c6 di 1am mém long co Ay,
két ban voi c6 4y va 16i téi luc c¢6 nhan dinh rang di dén thoi diém chin
mudi thi ¢6 noi cho ¢b éy diéu ¢6 thuc sy mudn. Va cach chinh xac dé tim
ra n6. Chi noi voi ¢d ay. Khong phai Berlin. La chuyén gi d6 hoan toan
khéc.”

Mot ngudi khong canh giac khong c6 gi dé che giau thi han di phan
g ngay 1ap tirc va thang tudt rdi. Co thé 1a gian dir, c6 thé véi cam giac bi
ton thuong. Mot tay ltra ddo nghiép du thi da gia bo thé roi, bang cach quat
thao, gdy am i. Lila Hoth chi ngdi yén ling mot lat. Hai mat co ciing thé
hién kiéu phan tng rat nhanh hét nhu mat John Sansom luc & trong phong
khach san O. Henry. Tu duy lai, trién khai lai, to chuc lai, tit ca dién ra
trong mot hai gidy ngan ngui.

Co ta noi, “Chuyén rat phirc tap.”

To1 khong tra 101.

Lila Hoth noi, “Nhung hoan toan trong sang.”
T6i noi, “Hay néi diéu d6 voi Susan Mark.”

Co ta cui dau. Ciing 1a ctr chi toi timg thdy. Nhd nhin, nhay cam va
hoi c6 chut dn nan. Lila néi: “Téi da dé nghi Susan gitp d&. Co ay di dong
y, rat sdn long. RS rang nhitng hanh dong cua co da gy kho khin cho quan
hé gifta cd v&i cac bén khac. Thé nén, dung, toi cho rang toi la nguyén nhan
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gian tiép dan t&i nhimng ric roi ctia Susan. Nhung khong phai nguyén nhan
tryc ti€p. Va to1 rat an han vé chuyén da xay ra, rat ti€c, ti€c lam. Xin hay
tin t01, gia biét trudc theé nay thi to61 da tr cho1 de€ nghi cia me r61.”

Svetlana Hoth gat dau va mim cuoi.
To61 no1, “Cac bén khac nao?”

Lila Hoth dap, “Chinh phu cta co ay, toi nghi thé. Chinh phu cua

ong.”
“Tat sao? Me co thuc sy muodn gi?”

Lila bao trudc hét ¢ can giai thich boi canh.
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LUC LIEN XO TAN RA THI LILA HOTH méi 1én bay tudi, thé nén
co ta trinh bay vé6i kiéu nam lich str khéng duge rd cho 1am. C ta ciling c6
cai kiéu xa roi véi thuc tién thoi trude ciing nhu t6i vé cai thoi nudec My
phan biét dbi xtr véi ngudi da den. C6 bao toi rang thoi Ay Hong quan trién
khai céac chinh trj vién & dién rat rong. Moi dai doi bo binh déu c6 mot
nguoi. Lila néi rang quyén chi huy va ky luat duoc chia sé khong lay gi 1am
ém tham gitta chinh tri vién va chién si thuc dia. C6 bao rang su canh tranh
dién ra pho bién va gay gat, khong han giira hai c4 nhan véi nhau, ma ca
gitta kinh nghiém chién thuat thyuc tién va tinh trong sach vé hé tu tudng.
Lila dam bao rang toi da hiéu duoc bdi canh chung, réi méi chuyén sang
cc van dé cu thé.

Svetlana Hoth 1a chinh tri vién duoc chi dinh cho mot dai do1 b binh.
Dai do1 cua ba ta da td1 Afghanistan khong lau sau khi Lién X6 dua quan
vao nudc nay nam 1979. Nhitng chién dich lic ban dau khé 13 kha quan cho
luc luong bo binh. Nhung rdi chiing tré nén khing khiép. Mat mat tiéu hao
sinh lyc tré nén nang né va dién ra lién tuc. Ban dau nguoi ta phu nhan. R6i
thi Moscow phan tmg, mdt cach cham tré. T chirc mit tran duoc sip xép
lai. Cac dai do1 dugc sap nhap. Kinh nghi¢m chién thuét thuc tién dé xuat
rat quan. Nhung hé tu tuong doi hoi phai mé dot tin cong mai. Pao dirc doi
hé1 su théng nhét cua cac sic tdc va qué quan. Céc dai doi1 duoc b tri lai dé
bao g@)m nhirng do1 ban tia. Cac thién xa deo mat na dugc diéu téi, cung voi
nguoi phat hién muc tiéu ludn di kém. Thé 13 cac cip von quen song lan lat
nay xut dau 16 dién.
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Tay ban tia ctia Svetlana 1a chong ba.
Nguoi phat hién myc ti€u la em trai Svetlana.

Tinh hinh duoc cai thién, ca vé mat quan sy 1an vé mit riéng tu. Quan
hé gitra Svetlana vo1 moi nguoi khac du theo quan hé gia dinh hay theo
quan hé vung mién déu ém xudi mat mai. Cac dai d6i da hoi nhap tt, 6n
dinh va dat dugc mic an toan cling nhu an ninh c6 thé chép nhan duoc.
Nhitng yéu cau vé tin cong duoc cac hoat dong ban tia thuong xuyén vao
ban dém dap tmg. Két qua tuyét voi. Tir xua, cac tay ban tia X6 viét da xép
hang dau thé giéi. Luc luong Du kich Hoi gido Afghanistan khong cé cach
nao chdng d&. Cudi nam 1981, Moscow cting c¢d thé chién thang bang cach
chuyén dén cac loai vii khi méi. Mot loai siing truong kiéu mai ra doi. No
mo1 duge phat trién va van con thudc hang tuyét mat. Loai sing nay duogc
goi 14 Sting Ban Tia Khong Tiéng Pong VAL.

T6i gat dau. Va noi, “Toi ting tréng thady mot khau.”

Lila Hoth mim cudi, chi thodng qua, vdi mot chat bén 1€n. Va thoang
chut ty hao dan toc, co 1€ vay, vé mot dit nude khong con tdn tai nita. Co 18
chi la cai bong cua long tu hao ma me c6 da cam théy, tan hoi éy. Bo1 VAL
1a loai vii khi tuyét voi. N6 1a sing truong ban tu dong dugc giam thanh va
cuc ky chinh xac. VAL ban ra nhirng vién dan hang nang loai chin milimét
v6i toc d6 gan bang am thanh, c6 thé xuyén thing tit ca cic xe quan sy vo
mong ciing nhu cac loai 40 gidp chéng dan hoi ay trong khoang cy ly chimg
bbn traim mét. Sung c6 kém theo kinh ngdm cuc manh dung cho ban ngay
hodc kinh dién tir dung cho ban dém. N6 1a mdt con 4&c mdng, theo quan
diém cua ké ddi 1ap. Anh c6 thé bi giét ma khéng c6 mot chit ddu hiéu bao
trudc nao, mot cach im lang, dot ngodt, bat ky lac nao, du la khi dang ngu
trén giuong trong 1éu, lac dang di v¢ sinh, dang an, dang mac dd, di dao,
dudi sdnh sang ban ngay, trong bong t1 ban dém.

To1 nod1, “Do 1a loai sung tot.”
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Lila Hoth mim cudi lan nita. Nhung r6i nu cudi ay tan bién. Bat dau
nhitng tin xau. Tinh hinh 6n dinh kéo dai ching mot nim rdi cham dut.
Phan thuong khong thé tranh khoi danh cho thanh tich tot ctia don vi b
binh X6 viét 13 dugc giao nhitng nhiém vu con nguy hiém hon. Trén ca thé
gidi nay déu vay, xuyén sudt lich st ciing thé. Ta khong nhan duogc cai vo
vai kem theo mot chuyén xe trd vé nha. Thay vao do, ta nhan dugc mot thm
ban d6. Pai ddi cua Svetlana 1a mot trong s6 nhiéu dai doi duoc 1énh tién vé
phia Bic va lén phia Pong thung liing Korengal. Thung liing nay dai mudi
dam. N6 1a tuyén duong chay xe duy nhat dan ra khoi Pakistan. Day nui
Hindu Kush dung 18n bén trai, cao v cing va can cdi vo cing, con dai
Abas Ghar chan toan bd suon phai. Con dudng mon dai sau dim gitta hai
day nay 13 duong tiép té chinh yéu cua luc lwong du kich Hoi gido cho mit
tran T4y Béc, va n6 can phai dugc cat dut.

Lila no61, “Cach day hon tram nam, nguoi Anh da viét mét cudn sach
vé cac chién dich & Afghanistan. Vi dé ché ciia ho. Ho néi rang khi tinh
toan mot cudc tan cong, diéu trude tién ta phai dy kién 1a cudc thoai lui
khong thé tranh. Va ho néi rang ta phai danh vién dan cudi cung cho ban
than minh, bdi ta khong mudn bi bit sbng, nhat 13 lot vao tay nhitng phy nit
bo toc. Cac chi huy dai doi da doc cubn sach d6. Cac chinh tri vién duoc
yéu cau khong doc. Ngudi ta noi v6i ho rang ngudi Anh that bai chi vi ban
linh chinh tri kém. Tu tudng X6 viét hoan todn trong sang, vi vy nén chic
chan thanh cong. Cung voi cai 4o tudng do, cude chién Viét Nam cua chinh
chung t6i bat dau.”

Viée day lyc luong 16n thung liing Korengal dugc hd trg boi hoa luc
phao binh va khong quan va di thanh céng ¢ ba dim dau tién. Dam thi tu
gianh dugc mot cach kho khin timg thude dat mot khi phai chién ddu chéng
mét ké dich ma dbi vé6i canh linh thi vo cung tan bao nhung dbi véi cac si
quan thi im ldang mdt céach la lung.

Céc s1 quan nghi dung.
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D6 1a mot cai bay.

Du kich Hbi gido doi toi khi dudng tiép té cua quan X6 viét kéo dai ra
bbén dim thi m&i bat dau ra tay. Tiép té bang truc thing phan 16n bi ngin
chin boi nhitng loat phong khong ngimg tén lira dat ddi khong véac vai do
M§ cung cip. Cac dot tin cong phdi hop di bé giy mili quan tién phong
ngay tir gbc. Cho dén cudi nim 1982 vai ngan nhém Hong quéin vé thuc
chit da bi bo mic trong mot chudi trai dai, mong, déi n thiéu thon, dung
dugc ching hay chd. Thoi tiét mua dong khung khiép. Nhitng con gié lanh
cong khong ngimg gao ra doc theo con dudng nam giira cac ddy nui. Va noi
nao cling c6 nhirng bui nhya rudi xanh sudt ca nam. Qua la dep va nén tho,
nhung v&i canh linh bi budc phai chién dau gifta cac bui ay thi khong hé
nhu vay. Ching co vao nhau on T trong gid, han ché kha ning co dong, cta
toac da va x¢é rach ca quan phuc.

ROi cac cude dot kich quiy rdi bat dau.
C6 nhirng nguo1 bi bt 1am tu binh, mdi lwgt mot, hai nguoi.
S6 phan cua ho that khing khiép.

Lila trich vai dong ctia nha tho Anh Rudyard Kipling trong mdt bai
tho siu tham vé nhirng cudc tn cong that bai, nhirng binh linh b1 thuong b1
b6 mic trén chién truong dang rén la va nhitng phu nit b lac Afghanistan
tan bao tay cam dao: Khi ban bi thwong va bi bo lai trén dong bang
Afghanistan, nhitng ngwoi phu nit ndy hién ra va cdt bo nhitng gi con sot
lai, hay keo sung lai tu ban vao dau minh di, dén véi Chita nhw mot nguoi
Iinh. Vi ¢b bao rang nhiing diéu c6 that ngay vao thdi dinh cao quyén luc
ctia Dé ché Anh dén by gio van c6 that, va con té hon. Cac linh bo binh X6
viét mat tich va vai gio sau, trong bong tdi, nhitng con gié mua dong s&
mang lai tiéng la hét ciia ho tir nhiing trai ciia ké dich gan d6 song khong
thé nhin thay. Tiéng hét bat dau bang 4m diéu tuyét vong roi dang 1én tir tu,
vitng chic dé rdi trd thanh tiéng gao rong dién loan cua ké can ké véi cai
chét. Poi khi tinh trang ay kéo dai muoi muoi hai tiéng. Hau hét cac thi thé
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déu khong dugc tim thay. Nhung dbi khi cac xac chét duoc tra vé trong tinh
trang thiéu ban tay, ban chan hay toan bo tay chan, hoac thiéu dau, tai, mat,
miii, bd phan sinh duc.

Hodc khong con da.

“Mot sb bi 16t da song,” Lila néi. “Mi mat ho bi cit bé va dau ho bi
kep vao mot cai khung giir cho gip xudng dé ho khong c6 lya chon nio
ngoai vi¢c theo doi da cua chinh minh bi 16t ra, trudc ti€n 16t khéi mat, roi
16t khoi co thé. Cai lanh khién vét thuong cua ho té dén mét mirc nao d6 va
ngin ho chét qua sém vi séc. Poi khi qua trinh nay dién ra trong thoi gian
dai. Hoic d6i khi ho bi quay séng. Vai géi thit nwong s& xuat hién gan noi
dong cua quan chung toi. Ban dau canh linh tudng d6 1 qua d6 an do ngudi
dan dja phuong c6 1ong cam thong dua téi. Nhung rdi ho nhan ra.”

Svetlana Hoth cham chip nhin vao phong, khong trong thay gi ¢ vé
con lanh I€o hon ca trude day. Co 1€ giong di€u cua cd con gai dang khoi lai
nhimng ky @rc cta ba. RS rang rat thuyét phuc. Lila chua timg séng qua hodc
chtng kién cac sy kién c6 dang mo ta, song nghe nhu thé c6 di sdng qua,
da ching kién. Nghe nhu thé ¢6 méi chung kién né ngay hom qua. Co
khong con mo ho vé lich str. An tuong dé lai noi toi 1a ¢ s& tré thanh mot
nguoi ké chuyén gidi. C6 c6 nang khiéu thuat chuyén.

Lila noi, “Ho mudn bét duoc céc tay bén tia cua ching to1 nhét. Ho
cdm ghét cac tay ban tia cia chung t6i. T6i nghi nhitng ngudi ban tia ludn
bi cam ghét, co 1& bai cach ho giét ddi phuong. Me t6i rat lo cho cha, cai do
thi rd réi. Con em trai ctia ba nira. Hiu nhu dém nao ho ciing di, vao nhiing
ngon ddi thap, mang theo kinh ngam dién tr. Khong qua xa. Co 18 khoang
mot nghin mét, dé tim goc ngam. Co6 18 xa hon thé mot chut. Pu xa dé dat
hiéu qua, di gin dé cam thdy an toan. Nhung ching noi nao thyc sy an
toan. Moi noi déu c6 thé bi tan cong. Nhung ho phai di. Ménh 1énh cua ho
1a ban vao ké thi. Y dinh cia ho 14 ban cac ti nhan. Ho nghi rang nhu thé 1a
nhan dao. Thoi dy that dang so. Va lic d6 thi me t6i di mang bau. Mang
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bau t6i. To6i duoc thy thai trong mot chién hao da dio o thung ling
Korengal, duéi mot chiéc 4o khoac di chién co tir thoi cudi Thé chién thu
hai va trén hai chiéc khac c6 thé con cii hon thé. Me t6i bao rang may chiéc
40 d6 mang nhirng vét dan cil, co thé ¢ Stalingrad.”

T6i ching nédi gi. Svetlana van nhin dim dam. Lila dit hai tay 1én ban,
dan ho hitng vao nhau. Co6 noi, “Trong khoang mdt thang dau tién sang nao
cha va cau t61 cling trd v€, an toan. Ho 1a mot doi gidi. Co 1€ giodi nhat.”

Svetlana van nhin dim dim. Lila bé hai tay khoi ban va ngirng noi
mot chut. Roi ¢6 ngdi thang 1én udn thang hai vai. Thay doi nhip d6. Thay
d6i cha dé. Co ndi, “Hoi Ay co nhitng ngudi My & Afghanistan.”

To1 hoi, “Co ha?”

Co gat dau.

T61 noi, “Nhitng nguoi My nao?”

“Nhitng ngudi linh. Khong nhiéu nhung c¢6 mét s6. Khong phai luon
ludén nhung doi luc ¢6.”

“C6 nghi thé sao?”

Co gat dau lan nira. “Chic chan quan doi My da ¢ d6. Lién X6 1a ké
tht cta ho, va du kich Hoi gido 1a ddng minh cta ho. D6 1a Chién tranh
Lanh mot cach gian tiép. Lam suy yéu Hong quan la diéu Tong thong
Ronald Reagan rat mudn. D6 1a mot phan chién luoc chéng cong cta ong
ta. Va 6ng ta tranh thu co hoi 4y dé chiém maot so vil khi méi ciia chung toi
nham phuc vu muc dich tinh bao. Thé nén co cac doi duge phai di. Luc
luong Pac biét. Ho dén va di déu din. Va mot dém thang Ba nam 1983,
mot trong sd doi ndy da phat hién ra cha cung cdu toi va danh cap khau
sung truong VAL cua ho.”

To1 khong noi gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lila néi: “Pé mat khau sing 1a mot that bai, tat nhién 1a thé. Nhung
diéu té hai hon 13 nhitng ngudi My d4 trao cha va ciu toi cho cac phu nit bo
toc. Khong can thiét phai 1am thé. R rang 1a phai bit miéng ho lai, vi su
hién dién cua nguoi My hoan toan bi mat va phai duoc che gidu. Nhung
nguol My 1€ ra da co thé tu tay giét cha va cau t61, nhanh chong, im lang va
dé dang. Nhung ho d3 chon khong 1am thé. Me t6i nghe tiéng ho gao thét
sudt ca ngady cho t6i tin dém hom sau. Chong va em trai ba. Muoi sau,
mudi tam tiéng dong hd. Ba bao thdm chi cho du gao thét tham téi mirc Ay
ba van c6 thé phan biét cua ai, qua 4m giong cua timg nguoi.”
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37

TOI LIEC QUANH PHONG TRA 16 mo sang cua khach san Four
Seasons, nhtic nhich trén ghé r6i noi, “Xin 161, nhung t6i khong tin ¢b.”

Lila Hoth noi, “T6i dang ké cho 6ng sy that.”

Toi lac dau. “Toi da ting trong quan doi My. T6i ting 13 quan canh.
N6i chung thi t6i biét nhitng noi ngudi ta da téi ciing nhu khong téi. Va
khong c6 dau gidy cua quan My trén dat Afghanistan. Hoi 4y thi khéng.
Trong subt cudc xung dot Ay thi khong. Do thuan tay 13 van dé noi bo.”

“Nhung cac dng da dung sau dao dién.”

“Tat nhién la theé. Nhu cac cd6 da lam hoi ching té1 c6 mat & Viét
Nam. Ho1 ay Hong quan ¢6 mat ¢ nudc d6 khong?”

D6 1a cau hoi chi dé hoi, dé khang dinh lai, nhung Lila Hoth tiép nhan
mot cach nghi€ém tic. C6 nhoai nguoi qua ban ndi chuyén véi me minh, nho
va nhanh, bang th tiéng nudc ngoai ma téi cho 1a tiéng Ukraine. Hai mat
ba hé ra mét chut, roi ba nghiéng dau vé mot bén nhu thé ba dang nh¢ lai
mot phan nhé cua chi tiét lich sir diy bi hiém. Ba gia noi lai vdi con gai,
nho va nhanh, 1au, roi Lila ngung lai ching mdt giay dé chuan bi cho viéc
dich lai, doan c6 no6i, “Khong, ching t61 da khong diéu quan t&1 Viét Nam,
boi chung toi tin rang nhimg ngudi anh em x4 hoi cha nghia s& hoan thanh
cong viéc ctia minh ma khong can trg giap. Diéu nay, me t6i bao, rd rang la
ho da lam dugc, mot cach huy hoang. Nhitng con ngudi1 nho bé mac 4o nau
d3 danh thang ¢d may 16n mau xanh.”
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Svetlana Hoth mim cuoi gat dau.

To1 no1, “Cling nhu 1a mot dam chan dé da dit doi quan cua ba éy.”
“Khoéng thé pht nhan diéu d6. Nhung véi rat nhiéu su giup dd.”
“Khong c6 chuyén do.”

“Nhung 6ng thtra nhan ré“mg co su hd trg vat chat, chic chin thé.
Danh cho luc lwong du kich Hoi gido. Tién va vii khi. Dac biét 1a tén lira dat
d6i khong, nhitng thu loai d6.”

“Ciing nhu ¢ Viét Nam, chi 1a nguoc lai thoi.”

“Va Viét Nam la mot dién hinh 16 rang. Boi vi theo nhu 6ng biét, da
bao gio0 M¥ cung cap vién trg quan sy cho bat ky noi nao trén thé giéi ma
khong gtri dén cai ho goi 1a cac ¢6 van quan su chua?”

To1 khong noi gi.

C6 hoi, “Chang han 6ng da phuc vu & bao nhiéu nudc?”
To1 khong noi gi.

C6 hoi, “Ong nhap ngil nim nao?”

“Nam 1984,” t61 dap.

“Vay nhiing su kién nay cta nim 1982 va 1983 déu dién ra trudc thoi
ong phuc vu.”

“Chi vira mé1 xong,” t61 ndi. “Va céd thtr goi 1a kién thirc duoc luu

[37]

truyén.”

“Sai,” c6 noi. “Céc bi mat dugc gitr lai con kién thuc luu truyén dugce
x6a bd mot cach dé dang. Co mot lich sur 1au dai vé su dinh liu quan su phi
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phap ctia My trén khip thé giéi. Nhat 1a thoi ky Ronald Reagan lam tong
thng.”

“C6 hoc duogc diéu d6 & trudng trung hoc ha?”

“Vang, dang thé. Va hiy nh¢ riang, nhitng ngudi cong san da ra di kha
lau trude khi toi 1én trung hoc. Mot phan 1 nho 6ng Reagan day.”

T6i ndi, “Du ¢6 c6 dang di nita, nhung tai sao lai cho rang nguoi My
da dinh liu vao cai dém cu thé y? Ctr cho 1a me co da khong chung kién
viéc xay ra. Tai sao khong gia thiét rang cha va cau co bi chinh cac du kich
Hoi gido bat?”

“Boi khong bao gio tim duoc khau sing ciia cha toi. Boi chua bao gio
vi tri cia me t61 bi mot tay béan tia tin cong vao ban dém. Trong 6 dan cua
cha t6i c6 hai muoi vién, 6ng 4y con mang thém hai muoi vién du phong.
Gia st luc luong du kich Hoi gido bat duoc cha t6i thi ho da dung khau
sting ban tia ctia ong dé chdng lai chung t6i roi. Thi ho d3, hodc di cb tiéu
diét bon chuc nguoi cua chung toi roi, va ho s& hét dan ma bo khau sung di.
Dan da thi dai doi me toi cling s€ tim théy né. C6 nhiéu cude giao tranh nho
gilta hai bén lim. Phia chung toi da tran sang vi tri ctia ho va nguogc lai. No
nhu mot cude sin dudi vong tron dién ro. Canh du kich Hoi gido that thong
minh. Ho c6 thoi quen rat vé nhiing vi tri ma trudc d6 ching t6i da gach di,
coi nhu cac vi tri d3 bi bo. Nhung sau mot thoi gian chung toi thdy duogc
toan bo vi tri ctia ho. Ho han da tim ra khau VAL khong dan, gi sét, tham
chi c6 khi duge dung lam coc hang rao nita. Ho ké khai tat ca cac loai vil
khi thu dugc nhu thé. Nhung khong c6 khau VAL. Két luan logic nhat 1 nd
d3 duoc dua thang vé My, boi nhitng nguoi My.”

To1 khong noi gi.
Lila Hoth noi, “T61 dang ké cho ong sy that.”
T6i bao, “Co lan toi da trong thdy mot khau sung ban tia khong tiéng

dong VAL.”
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“Ong da noi diéu dé voi té1 rol ma.”

“Téi trong thdy nd nam 1994,” t6i nodi. “Nguoi ta ndi véi ching t6i
réng n6 vura dugc thu gilr. Tan mudi mot nam sau thoi diém c6 noi réng no
bi thu giit day. Hoi 4y nguoi ta kinh hoang, khi thiy kha nang cia loai sting
nay. Quan doi khong phai doi td1 muoi mot ndm maéi kinh hodng dau.”

“SE phai thé day,” Lila n6i. “Néu dé 16 ra khau sung ngay sau khi thu
dugc no thi c6 thé da gay ra Thé chién thir Ba roi. Lam thé 1a truc tiép thira
nhan rang linh cua cac ong da tryc tiép ddi mit véi ngudi cua chung t6i ma
khong hé co tuyén b6 thu dich nao. {t nhat cling bi coi la trai luat, ma xét vé
goc do dia-chinh tri thi that khing khiép. Nudc My s€ mat vi thé thuong
phong vé dao duc. Su tung ho trong ndi b Lién bang X6 viét sé dugc ting
cuong. Sy sup dd cua chu nghia cong san s€ bi lam cham lai, c6 1€ nhiéu

29

nam.
To1 chang noi gi.

Lila néi: “Hay noi cho to61 nghe, chuyén gi da xay ra trong quan doi
6ng nam 1994, sau con kinh hoang ay?”

To1 ngung lai, ding nhu Svetlana Hoth da ngung. T61 nhé lai nhitng
chi tiét lich str. That dang ngac nhién. Toi kiém tra di kiém tra lai. Roi toi
n6i, “Thyc ra khong c6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra.”

“Khéng o6 40 giap chdng dan méi a? Khong c6 loai nguy trang méi
nao a? Khong c6 phan tng chién thuat bang bat ky hinh thirc nao sao?”

“Khong.”
“Li¢u di€u doé co logic, ngay ca doi vdi mot quan doi khong?”

“Khong that logic.”
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“Trude thoi diém ay, lan cudi cung thi€t bi duoc nang cap l1a khi
nao?”

T6i nging lai. Tim kiém thém cac chi tiét lich sir. Nhé lai PASGT,
dugc gidi thiéu trong niém phan khich phé truong va 1am 15i ca ngoi trong
nhitng nim dau t6i mic 4o linh. Personal Armor System, Ground Troops.
Hé thdng 40 giap ca nhan danh cho bd binh. Mot loai mii Kevlar hoan toan
moi, dugc danh gia du strc chiu moi loai dan cua sung cd nhd. Mot loai giap
chéng dan day kiéu méi mic trong hodc ngoai 40 di chién, duoc danh gia
dam bao an toan ngay ca trudc dan siing truong. Theo t6i nhd cu thé thi nd
dugc danh gia 1a dam bao an toan trudc cac vién dan ¢ chin milimét. Cong
thém nhiing hoa tiét nguy trang méi, duoc thiét ké can than nham nang cao
hi¢u qua va c6 hai loai, dung cho vung rirng nui va sa mac. Linh thuy danh
b ¢6 lua chon tht ba, mau xanh nudc bién va xam, dung cho dia hinh
thanh phd.

T6i chang noi gi.
Lila Hoth hoi, “Viéc nang cap duoc thyuc hién khi nao?”
T6i dap, “Cubi nhitng nam 1980.”

“Ngay ca voi nhitng con kinh hoang nhu vy, mit bao l1au dé hoan
thanh viéc thiét ké va thuc hién dot nang cap nhu thé?”

To1 dép, “Vai nam.”

“Vay hidy xem lai nhiing gi ta biét. Vao cudi nhitng nim 1980 6ng
nhan duogc trang bi nang cdp, duoc thiét ké chu yéu dé bao vé ca nhan tot
hon. Ong c6 nghi rang c6 thé d6 1a két qua cia tac dong truc tiép xuat phat
tir mot ngudn khong cong bd nam 1983 khong?”

To1 khong tra 101.
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T4t ca ching t6i ngdi yén ling mot lic. Mot nhan vién phuc vy im
lang va kin ddo budc téi moi chung t6i dung tra. Ong ta néu mot danh sach
dai cic nhin mang tén nudc ngoai la 1am. Lila goi mot vi t6i chua bao gid
nghe to1, roi ¢6 ta dich cho me, ba ta cling chon tuong tu. To1 chon ca phé
den thong thuong. Nhan vién nay cui dau mét chat, tim nira xangtimet, nhu
thé khach san Four Seasons sin long dap tng bat ky yéu cau nao, du yéu
cau 4y co6 mat rép dén dau. To6i doi cho t6i khi ong ta di khoi 1an nita roi
hoi: “Céc ¢ di suy luan ra ngudi minh can tim kiém bang cach nao?”

Lila n6i: “Thé hé cua me toi trong doi mot cudc chién trén bo voi cac
ong & chau Au, va ho hy vong minh sé& thing. Hé tu twong cua ho tét dep,
ctia cac ong thi khong. Sau mot chién thang chac chan va chong vanh, ho
cho ring s& bit duoc nhiéu nguoi bén cac 6ng lam ti binh, co thé 1én dén
vai triéu. Trong giai doan éy, mot phén nhiém vu cua chinh tri vién la phan
loai cac binh si ctia ké thu, liwa ra nhitng ké khong thé cai tao tu tudng. Dé
gitp ho thuc hi¢n nhi¢ém vu dé, ho dugc lIam cho quen véi co ciu quan doi
cua cac ong.”

“At1 lam cho quen?”

“KGB. D¢ 1a chuong trinh dugc thuc hién lién tuc. Co rat nhiéu thong
tin san c6. Ho biét ai dam nhiém cuong vi gi. DPdi véi cac don vi tinh nhué
nhit, ho tham chi biét ca tén. Khong chi cac si quan dau, ca linh nghia vu
ntta. Nhu mdgt tay ham md béng da thuc thu biét 6 vé nhan sy va diém
manh diém yéu cta tit ca cac doi tham gia giai, ké ca cau thu du bi. i voi
cac vu tham nhap vao thung liing Korengal, me t61 1ap luan réng chi co thé

[38]

Recon Marines tir Corps, hodc Delta ctia bd binh. Thong tin tinh bao hdi 4y

khoanh & ba luc luong. Hoac luc luong SEAL cua hai quan, hoac
khong ung ho cho gia thuyét day 1a luc luong linh thay danh b hay SEAL.
Khéng c6 ca bang ching suy dién vé sy lién quan cia ho. Khong co thong
tin cu thé. KGB c6 nguoi cai khip moi t6 chirc ctia cac 6ng, song ho khong
bao cao gi. Nhung c6 nhiing tin hiéu vo tuyén quan trong phat ra tir cac cin
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ctr ciia Delta & Tho Nhi Ky va cac diém tdp hop & Oman. Ra da cua chung
t61 phat hién nhimg chuyén bay khong thé cat nghia. Két luan nhirng chién
dich trén do Delta thuc hién 1a hop logic.”

Nhén vién phyuc vu di tré lai cing mot chiéc khay. Ong ta 13 mot
nguoi cao, den, kha gia, ¢ 1& nguoi nude ngoai. Ong co nét gi d6 rat riéng.
C¢ 1€ khach san Four Seasons da dua 6ng ra vi tri mat tién va trung tam vi
diéu d6. Phong thai ciia ong cho thay c6 thé mot thoi 6ng da 1a chuyén gia
vé tra & mot noi trang 18 nao d6 tai Vienna hay Salzburg. Trén thuc té ¢ thé
ong da 1a ké that nghiép ¢ Estonia. C6 thé ong da bi goi nhap ngii cing
phan con lai ciia thé hé Svetlana. C6 khi ong di phai chiu dung nhiing con
gié mua dong & thung ling Korengal cting ba ta, tai mot noi vao thoi diém
nao d6 cing voi nhém sic tdc ciia minh. Ong ta diéu nghé rot tra va sip xép
nhimg 14t chanh trén dia. Ca phé cua toi dung trong mot chiéc tach dep.
Ong dit n6 xudng trude mat tdi v4i vé bat binh duoc che gidu mot cach lich
thiép. Khi ngudi phuc vu da di khoéi, Lila Hoth noi, “Me to61 danh gia réng
vu dot kich dugc mot vién dai Gy chi huy. Néu 1a trung Uy thi qua thép con
thiéu ta thi lai qua cao so voi1 nhiém vu d6. KGB c6 danh sach nhan su. Hoi
ay co rat nhiéu dai uy duogc diéu vao Delta. Nhung con ¢ cac ban phan tich
song vo tuyén. Mot ngudi da nghe duoc cai tén John. Diéu d6 giup khoanh
vung lai.”

T6i gat dau. Hinh dung ra mot chao dng ten 1én & mdt noi nao do, co
thé 13 Armenia hay Azerbaidjan, mot ga o trong 18u, deo tai nghe, hai miéng
6p cao su ép chit vao hai tai, luét qua cac tan sd ling nghe tiéng rit va loet
xoet cua cac kénh lién tuc doi tan, vé duge mot mau ddi thoai khong dung
mat hiéu, roi viét tir John 1én mot mau gidy thé mau nau. Co rat nhiéu tha
dugc tum tur khong trung.

Hau hét v dung. Mot tir ta ¢6 thé hiéu ciing gidng nhu mot cuc vang
trong chiéc ry, hoic mot vién kim cuong trong tang da. Va mot tir ho hiéu
dugc chang khac gi mot vién dan gam vao lung ta.
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Lila n6i: “Me toi hiéu hét vé cac huy chuong ctia quin doi cac ong.
Chung dugc coi 13 yéu té quan trong, 13 tiéu chi phan loai tu binh. Huy hiéu
vé vang, khi bi bat s& ngay lap tirc trd thanh huy hiéu nhuc nha. Ba biét rang
khau VAL xtng dang gianh duoc mot phan thuong quan trong. Nhung phan
thuong nao? Hay nhé rang khi Ay khong hé co tuyén bd thu dich. Va hau
hét cac phan thudng quan trong ciia cac dng déu danh cho long can dam hay
anh diing trong hanh dong chéng lai mot quan doi 1a ké thu cia My. Xét vé
nguyén tic, du ké nao doat duoc khau VAL tir tay cha toi di nita thi ciing
khong du tiéu chuan ting thuong bat ky phan thuong nao trong do, boi vé
nguyén tic Lién X6 khong phai ké thu ctia nude My. Xét vé mat quan su thi
khong. Xét vé mat chinh tri chinh thirc thi khong. Khong hé co tuyén bd
chién tranh ma.”

T6i mot 1an nita gat dau. Chung toi chua bao gio xdy ra chién tranh
votl Lién X6. Nguoc lai, trong su6t bon nam dai, chung t61 la déng minh
trong cudc chién tuyét vong chong mot ké thu chung. Chung toi di hop téc,
rat chat ché. Chiéc 4o khoac di chién ciia Hong quan thdi Thé chién tha hai
ma Lila Hoth néi 1a d3 che chin noi c6 duge thu thai chic chin da dugc san

39 s
[_]. Chung t61 da
chuyén mét trim triéu tdn d6 len va vai bong cho ngudi Nga. Cong thém

xudt & My, 12 mot phan cta chuong trinh Lend-Lease

mudi 1am triéu doi gidy da, bon triéu 10p xe bang cao su, hai ngan dau may
xe lra va muoi mot ngan toa xe van tai, ciing nhu cic mén d6 ning bang
kim loai nhu muoi lam ngan may bay, bay ngan xe tang va 375.000 xe tai
quan su. T4t ca cho khong, mién phi, chang dbi lai gi. Winston Churchill
goi do 1a chuong trinh it vu lo1 nhét trong lich su. Pa ¢6 nhitng giai thoai
sinh ra quanh chuong trinh nay. Ngudi ta bao rang ngudi Lién X6 dé nghi
cung cép bao cao su, va dé cb gay an tuong cling nhu su than mat, ho noi cu
thé rang ho bao cao su can dai bon 1dm phan. Ngudi My da chuyén hang
cho ho dung hen, trong cac thung carton dong dau: Cé: Trung binh.

Chuyén 1a thé.
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Lila hoi, “Ong van nghe ddy cht?”

To6i gt dau. “Huy chwong Thanh tich xuit sic s& 1a lya chon thich
hop. Hoac Huy chuong Cong trang, hoac Huy chuong Nguoi linh.”

“Khong du tam.”
“Cam on c6. To1 da duoc tang ca ba loai do.”

“Thu dugc khidu VAL 13 mot cudc dao chinh thuc su vi dai. Mot su
kién chan dong. P6 1a thir vii khi hoan toan chua dugc biét toi. Viée lay
duoc nd can duoc tang thuong mot huy chuong thuc sy co gia.”

“Nhung loai nao ch?”

“Me t0i két luan rang d6 s& 1a Huy chwong Thanh tich Pic biét. Loai
nay quy nhung c6 nét khac. Tiéu chuan xét ting 1a dong gop dic biét dang
khen ngoti dbi voi chinh phu My khi thi hanh mdt nhiém vu c6 trach nhiém
rét nang né. N6 hoan toan doc lap vdi1 cac hoat dong quan su chinh thirc
dugc tuyén bd. Thong thuong nd duoge trao ting cho cic nhan vat mém déo
vé chinh trj tur cép tudng tro 1én. Khi éy me t61 dugc 1€nh trir khur 1ap tre tat
ca nhitng ké timg dugc trao ting DSM. Rét hiém nguoi dudi cdp tudng
dugc tang thudong huy chuong nay. Nhung chi c6 né la loai huy chuong gia
tri ma mot dai Gty Delta co thé da duoc tang nho cai dém hom éy ¢ thung
lting Korengal.”

To6i gat dau. To6i dong ¥. Toi thiy rang Svetlana Hoth 1a mot ngudi
phan tich rat tot. Rd rang ba di dugc dao tao tot va co kién thirc rong siu.
KGB da thyc hién dugec mot cong viée that hi¢u qua. Toi ndi, “Vay nén co
di ma tim mot tay tén John 1a mét dai iy Delta va gianh duoc mot DSM, ca
hai viéc nay dién ra vao thang Ba nam 1983.”

Lila gat dau. “Va dé chic chan, DSM 4y phai duoc ting thudng ma
khong c6 tuyén duong.”
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“Va cac co da budc Susan Mark giap do.”

b

“T6i khong budc ¢ ay. Co ay vui 1ong giup 4.’
“Tai sao?”

“Bé1 co éy cam dong vi cau chuyén cuia me t61.”
Svetlana Hoth mim cuoi gat dau.

Lila né1, “Va ¢6 ay ciling xtic dong mot chiut vi cau chuyén cua toi.
To1 1a dira con khong cha, cling nhu ¢6 ay.”

T6i hoi, “Lam thé ndo ma tén cua John Sansom xuét hién thdm chi
truéc khi Susan théng bao? Toi khong tin rang nd xudt phat tir mot nhom
diéu tra thué cia New York chi ngéi mot noi doc bao va tan phét.”

“P6 1a su két hop rat hiém thay,” Lila néi. “John, Delta, DSM, nhung
chua hé 13 vién tudng mot sao. Chung t6i nhan thiy diéu d6 qua t& Herald
Tribune, khi cac tham vong ctuia Ong ta ddi vai Thuong nghi vién duoc
thong bao. Khi ay chung t6i & London. Ong c6 thé mua to d6 trén khap thé
gidi. N6 1a mot phién ban cta to New York Times. Co thé John Sansom 14 ké
duy nhét trong lich str quan ddi cac 6ng hoan toan khdp véi cac tiéu chi Ay.
Nhung chiing t6i mubn chic chan tuyét di. Ching t6i can c6 su khang dinh
cubi cing.”

“Trude diéu gi? Cac c6 mudn 1am gi vai tay d6?”
Lila Hoth trong ngac nhién.

“Lam a?” Co6 hoi. “Chung t61 chang mudn /am gi ca. Chung t6i chi
muon noi chuyén voi Ong ta, thé thoi. Chung t61 muodn hoi 6ng ta vi sao? Vi
sao Ong ta lai lam thé, d61 voi hai con ngudi?”
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LILA HOTH UONG NOT CHO TRA va dit tach xudng dia. Chat sir
cham nhe vao nhau kéu lach cach. C6 hoi, “Ong sé& di lay thong tin cua
Susan cho to1 chu?”

To1 khong tra 101.
Co noi, “Me to1 doi da 1au ro1.”
To1 hoi, “Vi sao sao ba ay phai doi?”

“Thoi gian, kha nang, phuong tién, thoi co. To61 cho réng chu yéu do
tién. Kha ning cta ba rat han hep cho dén tan gan day.”

T6i hoi, “Vi sao chong co bi giét?”

“Chong t6i?”

“Khi & Moscow éy.”

Lila ngirng mot thoang rdi néi, “Do thoi cude.”
“Pbi voi chong clia me ¢o cling nhur thé.”

“Khong. Toi da noi voi dong roi, néu Sansom di ban vao dau ong ay,
nhu da xay ra voi chéng to1, hoac thoc dao vao ndo, hay be gay 0, hoic
lam bat ky diéu gi khac nhu cac linh Delta duoc huin luyén thuc hién, thi
moi viéc da khac roi. Nhung 6ng ta di khong lam thé. Thay vao d6 ong ta
lai nhin tAm. V6 nhéan tinh. Cha t6i thAm chi chang thé véi tay toi khau
sting trudng cua minh, boi Sansom di cudp mat nd.”
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To1 khong noi gi.

Co6 no1, “Ong mudn cd6 mot con ngudil nhu thé trong Thuong vién
nudc minh khong?”

“Con ngudi nhu thé 1 so véi gi?”

“Ong s& trao cho toi thong tin ciia Susan chu?”
“Khong ich gi,” to1 noi.

“Tai sao lai khong?”

“Boi ¢b s& chang thé mon men duoc t6i chd nao gin John Sansom.
Néu bat ky diéu gi trong nhitng diéu c6 noi da thuc su dién ra, nd 1a mot bi
mat, va s€ la bi mat trong mot thot gian dai. Va cac bi mat duoc bao ve, dac
biét 1a bay gid. Pa co6 hai co quan lién bang dam nhén viéc nay. Co6 mdi co
ba nguoi di dat cac cau hoi. May mén nhat 14 ¢6 bi truc xuit. Chan co sé
khong cham dugc téi dat trén sudt quang duong ra san bay. Co s& bi dua 1én
may bay hai tay nam trong cong. Bang xe loai 16n. Sang bén kia, canh sat
Anh s& 16i ¢6 khoi may bay va co s& song phan doi con lai bi nguoi ta giam

4 29

sat.
Svetlana Hoth cham cham nhin vao khoang khong.

T6i noi, “Va té nhat, cd s& chi bién mat. Ngay ¢ day. Phat nay co co
mit trén dudng pho, phit sau ¢ khong con nhu thé. Co s& chét dan chét
mon & Guantanamo, hodc ¢ sé& téi Syria hay Ai Cap dé ho khir c6 ¢ d6.”

Lila Hoth khong néi gi.

“Lo1 khuyén cua toi theé nao a?” to61 noi. “Hay quén chuyén do di. Cha
va cau co bi giét trong chién tranh. Ho khong phai nhiing nguoi dau tién,
cling s& khong phai nhitng ngudi cudi cung. Chuyén khon nan van thudng

xay ra ma.”
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“Chung t61 chi muon hoi Ong ta vi sao.”

“Co da biét vi sao réi ma. Khong co tuyén bd thu dich, vi viy ong ta
da khong thé giét ngudi nha c6. D6 1a nguyén tac can du. Trude mdi phi vy
déu ¢ budi nhic nho, théng nhat rat ky.”

“Vay nén 6ng ta dé nguoi khac 1am thay minh.”

“Do 1a thoi cudc. Giong nhu ¢6 nodi, 1€ ra n6 da co thé khoi mao cho
Thé chién thr Ba. Tranh dugc n6 1a moi quan tdm ctia moi nguoi.”

“C)ng da tung xem tép tin chua? Susan da thyc su co su khéng dinh
cht? Hiy chi cho toi biét, c6 hodc khong. Toi s& khong 1am gi néu khong
tan mat trong thdy no. Toi khong thé.”

“C0o s¢€ chang lam gi ca, cham hét.”
“Lam the la khong phai.”

“Panh chiém Afghanistan da 1 viéc khong phai ngay tir dau. L& ra
phia c6 da nén ¢ nha maéi1 phai.”

“The thi cac Ong cling vay, doi vdi tat ca cac noi cac 6ng da dat chan
den.

“To1 khong c6 gi tranh cai cad.”
“Thé con tu do thong tin thi sao?”
“Tu do thong tin thi sao nao?”
“My 1a dat nudc cta luat phap.”

“Pung. Nhung c6 c6 biét bay gio luat ra sao khong? Co can doc to
Herald Tribune can than hon day.”

“Ong s& giup chung toi chtr?”
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“To1 s€ yéu cau nhan vién khach san goi cho c6 mot chiéc taxi ra san
bay.

“Chi thé thoi sao?”

“P6 1a diéu tot nhat bat ky ai c6 thé danh cho ¢6.”

“Co diéu gi toi co thé lam dé éng do6i y khong?”

To1 khong tra 101.

“Bat ky diéu gi ay?”

“Khong,” to1 dap.

Sau d6 tat ca chiing t6i im lang. Chuyén gia vé tra mang hoa don lai.

N6 dat trong mot tim bia bang da. Lila Hoth ky vao d6. C6 noi, “Can
xem x¢&t truong hop Sansom.”

“Néu nhu d6 1a ong ta,” toi néi. “Néu 1a bat ky ai.” Toi lay dién thoai
ctia Leonid ra khoi tai thay 1én ban. Toi day ghé ra sau va dting day, chuan
bi di.

Lila bao, “Lam on giir lay chiéc dién thoai.”
To1 hoi, “Tai sao?”

“Vi me t6i va t6i con ¢ day. Chi thém vai ngay. Va t6i mudn lién lac
dugc v6i 6ng néu t6i mudn.” Cach Hoth néi khong phai kiéu tha ciu.
Khong phai 14 loi. Khong cup mat xudng, khong chdp chép mi. Khong dat
tay 1én tay t6i, khong c6 gang quyén rii, khong cb gang lam t6i d6i y. Do
chi 1a mot tuyén b6 don thuan, duoc ndi ra khong ham chira thai d nao.

ROi ¢ néi, “Ngay ca khi 6ng khong phai ban,” va t6i nghe thdy am
di€u cuc nho cua sy de doa rit 1€n trong giong cua Lila. Chi mot tia cay
nghiét 10 md, mot ddu hiéu nho cua sy nguy hiém, gan nhu khong nghe
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théy dugc khuit sau ngodn tur, di cung véi su lanh 180 co thé cam nhan duoc
trong d6i mat xanh tuyét dep cta cd ta. Nhu bién 4m 4p mua hé chuyén
sang nudc da mua déng c6 anh nang chiéu vao. Cling mdt mau ca, nhung
nhiét ¢ khac han.

Hodc c6 thé co ta chi budn, hoic lo léng, hoac quyét tam.

Tdi binh than nhin Lila rdi dat chiéc dién thoai vao tui, dimg day
budc di. Trén phd 57 co rat nhidu taxi nhung chang chiéc nao khong cho
khach. Thé nén t6i cudc bd. Khach san Sheraton nim céach ba day nha vé
phia Tay va nam day vé phia Nam. Ti da 1a hai muoi phit. Toi cho 1a minh
c6 thé téi d6 trudce khi Sansom in xong bira trua.
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TOI KHONG CO MAT O KHACH SAN Sheraton truéc khi Sansom
an xong bita trua, phan vi via hé day chat nhirng ngudi bude di cham chap
trong cai nong, phan vi d6 13 bira trua ngin ngui. Toi nghi diéu nay c6 thé
hiéu duoc. Pam khan gia phé Wall ciia Sansom mudn danh t6i da thoi gian
dé kiém tién va t6i thiéu dé cho tién. Toi ciing khong kip 1én cing chuyén
tau lién bang véi ong ta. T6i cham mat chuyén tau di Washington chi nim
phut, nghia 1a t6i dén tht d6 sau 6ng ta t&i mot tiéng rudi.

Ciing chinh tay gac hom trudc dang truc & cura toa nha Cannon. Anh
ta khong nhan ra t6i. Nhung anh ta van cho t6i vao, chil yéu nhd Hién phép.
Nho Tu chinh 4n dau tién cua Tuyén ngén Nhan quyén. Quéc héi sé khong
ban hanh dao ludt nao tuwoc di quyén cua nguoi dan dwoc dwa don thinh
nguyén lén Chinh phii. Nhitng tht d6 linh tinh trong tai téi cham cham ludt
qua may chiéu X-quang, roi toi budc qua mdy phat hién kim loai va dugc
vo kiém tra tir trén xudng dudi du toi biét rang thiét bi do dd nhay xanh.
Mot dam nhan vién lao xao phuc vu Qudc hdi dang dung loa goi ngudi tir
trong sanh, mot trong sd d6 goi r6i dua toi vao khu cta Sansom. Cac hanh
lang rong, thodng va ngoc ngach lung tung. Cac van phong ca nhan co vé
nho nhung dep. C6 thé mot thoi ching to va dep, song by gid da duogc chia
nho thanh phong chd dung 1am noi tiép tan va nhiéu khoang nho bén trong
ma t6i nghi 14 mot phan cho cac nhan vién cao cip dung, con mot phan dé
sao cho rdt cudc duoc dit chan vao noi cia ké tai to mat 16n ¢o vé nhu 1a
mdt dic an hon 1a thuc chat.
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Cho 1am viéc ctiia Sansom trong hét nhu moi chd khac. Mot cira dan
tor hanh lang, rat nhiéu co, rat nhiéu dai bang, vai btrc son dau vé nhirng 1o
gia deo toc gia, mot ban tiép tan c6 mot c¢b gai tré ngodi sau. Co thé 1a nhan
vién, c6 thé 1a mot co tap su. Springfield dang twa vao goc ban co ta. Anh ta
trong théy to1, gat dau khong them nd mdt nu cuoi, éy nguoi 101 khoi ban,
budc ra ctra don to1 va tro ngon cai xudi theo hanh lang.

“Cang tin,” anh ta noi.

Chung t6i di qua vai bac cau thang téi chd d6. P6 1a mot cin phong
thap va rong chira day ban ghé. Sansom chang ngdi chd nio trong nay.
Springfield can nhan nhu thé anh ta chang hé ngac nhién va két luan rang
Sansom da tr¢ lai van phong minh trong lic ching t61 tim ong ta, theo mot
16i khac, c6 thé qua vin phong ctia mot dong nghiép. Anh ta bao rang noi
nay lam hang ciing ngd hém, khi ndo ciing ¢6 cac cudc ndi chuyén can duge
trao doi, cac on hué can duge tim kiém, cac thoa thuén can duoc nga gia va
cac dau phiéu can duoc ban budn. Chung toi tro lai theo dung duong da di,
Springfield tho dau vao mot cira rdi 1ui lai ra hiéu cho t6i budce vao.

Phong lam viéc bén trong cia Sansom 1a mot khodng khong gian hinh
chit nhat chi 16n hon mét chiéc tii va nhé hon mot phong nha nghi ¢ gia ba
muoi d6 la mot dém. Phong c6 cira so, tuong Op gd treo nhitng anh dong
khung, tit bao dong khung, trén gia c6 dd luu niém. Sansom ngdi sau ban,
trén mot ghé da mau do, trong tay 1a mot cay but may, rai day trudc mit la
ca 16 gidy to. Ong ta d3 bo 40 khoac ra. Sansom c6 dang vé mét moi, thiéu
dudng khi ctia mot ngudi da ngdi yén sudt thoi gian dai. Ong ta da khong ra
ngoai. Tro di vong qua cing tin 1a tro cau gio, chi yéu duoc sip dit dé cho
phép ngudi ndo d6 di ra ma khong bi toi nhin thay. Ai, toi khong biét. Tai
sao, toi cling khong biét. Nhung t6i ngdi xudng ghé danh cho khach va thay
n6 van con am hoi cta ngudi khac. Phia sau dau Sansom chinh 14 birc anh
16n ma t6i da thay trong cudn sach cia 6ng ta duoc dong khung. Donald
Rumsfeld va Saddam Hussein, & Baghdad. Poi khi ban be cua chung ta tro
thanh ke thu, va doi khi ké thu tro thanh ban bé cua chung ta. Bén canh la
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mot chudi anh nho hon chup Sansom dtng véi nhém nay nhém no, vai tim
chi chup 6ng ta bit tay va cudi voi mot ngudi khac. Vai tdm anh chup nhoém
day trang trong, vai tAm chup nhiing cai cuoi rong mé va san khau day hoa
gidy sau nhitng dot thang ctr. Trong hau hét s6 d6 t6i déu thay mit Elspeth.
Trong nhiing nim qua toc ba ta da doi kiéu rat nhidu. Téi thay Springfield
trong vai btrc khac, dang ngudi nhé va canh giac cta anh ta rat d& nhan ra
du céc birc anh bé xiu. Nhitng btrc anh chup doi 1a thir canh phong vién anh
thot sy goi la anh nghién—chét—nhe—réng. T6i nhan ra mot sd nhan vat trong
d6, mot sb thi khong. Mot s6 di ky tén vao anh voi nhimg 101 18 qua muc
can thiét, mot s6 thi khong.

Sansom néi, “Thé nao day?”
T6i ndi, “To6i biét vé DSM vao thang Ba nim 1983.”
“Bang cach nao?”

“Nho sung ban tia khong tiéng dong VAL. Cyu chién binh ma toi da
n6i cho ong nghe 13 vo goda cia ngudi ma 6ng da tudce khau sung. Do 1a 1y
do 6ng phan tng trude cai tén dy. C6 thé 6ng chua bao gio nghe thiy cai tén
Lila Hoth hay Svetlana Hoth, nhung hoi 4y ong da gip mot ngudi khac co
tén Hoth. Diéu d6 thi qua chic roi. R rang rdi. Co thé ong di lay thé tén
clia 6ng ta va cho dich ra. C6 1& 6ng van con giit nd, dé 1am ky niém.”

Ching thay sy ngac nhién. Ching c6 sy phi nhin. Sansom chi noi,
“Khong, thyc ra cai thé tén da bi khoa k¥ cung vdi cac bao céo sau khi hanh
dong, va moi thir khac ciing thé.”

To1 khong noi gi.

Sansom noi, “Tén 6ng ta 1a Grigori Hoth. Hoi 4y 6ng ta trac tudi toi.
C6 vé ong ta gioi. Tay phat hién muc tiéu khong gioi lam. L& ra han da phai
nghe thdy tiéng chung t6i dang tiép can méi phai.”
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T6i khong dap lai. Im lang mét luc 1au. Roi tinh hudng Ay duong nhur
tac dong dén cam xuc khién hai vai Sansom sum xudng, ong ta thd dai ma
noi: “Pung la cach bi 14n ra that la, phai khong? Huy chuong dugc dung dé
thuong chtr khong phai phat. L& ra chung khong phai 14 dé choi anh. L& ra
chung khong phai 1 dé theo anh dén hét doi nhu mot tré ngai khon nan.”

T6i chang néi gi.

Sansom hoi, “Anh s€ lam gi?”
T6i dap, “Chang 1am gi ca.”
“That sao?”

“T6i chang quan tdm chuyén gi xay ra nim 1983. Va ho di noi ddi
to1. Trudce tién 1a chuyén vé Berlin, va gio ho van dang dbi toi. Ho tu nhan
la me va con gai. Nhung t61 khong tin. Ké dugc nhan la con gai la con bé
xinh nhat ong tung théy. K¢ tu nhan 1a me 1a mdt mu gia x4u dau xau don.
Pau tién toi gip ho cung mot canh sat NYPD. C6 ta bao rang sau ba muoi
nam nita dra con gai sé trong giong hét me co ta bay gio. Nhung o ta lam.
Con bé s& khong bao gid trong gidng ba gia. Ca triéu nim sau ciing khong.”

“Vay ho l1a a1?”

“T6i da sin sang chap nhan rang ba gia 12 nguoi that viée that. Ba ta
1a chinh trj vién Hong quan dd mat chong va em trai & Afghanistan.”

“Em trai ba ta?”
“Tay phat hién muyc tiéu do.”
“Nhung ngudi phu nir tré thi dang dong kich ha?”

T6i gat dau. “Trong vai vo goa tha huong ctia mot ty phi, tir London
t6i. C6 ta néi chong co ta 1a doanh nhan khong thanh cong.”

“Va cb ta khong c6 strc thuyét phyc a?”
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“Co ta bia dat. Co ta dién gioi. Co 1& c6 ta dd mat chong vao thoi
diém nao d6 trong thoi gian 4y.”

“Nhung sao? Thuc sy co ta la gi?”
“T61 nghi ¢ ta 1a nha bao.”
“Tai sao?”

“C0 ta biét nhidu. C6 ta ¢ dau 6c diéu tra ding dan. C6 nay giodi phan
tich. Co ta theo doi to Herald Tribune. Pay la tay ké chuyén tai khung
khiép. Nhung c6 ta noi qua nhiéu. C6 ta say mé v4i ngdn tir va théu dét cac
tinh tiét. C6 ta khong kiém ché ndi minh.”

“Chang han nhu?”

“Co6 ta lam ra thong thiét thai qua. C6 ta bao rang cac chinh tri vién ¢
cung chién hao vé6i canh linh tron. Lai con ty nhan rﬁng minh duogc thu thai
trén mot nén da, dudi mot chiée 4o di chién cua Héng quan. Do la diéu vo
van. Chinh tri vién 1a bon hén nhat c¢6 ¢& v&i cip bac dudi. Chung dong
cach noi chién dau rat xa. Pam 4y toan tu lai v6i nhau phia sau chién tuyén
& so chi huy dé viét sach, to roi. Thi thoang chung ¢ di tham chién tuyén,
nhung cé dinh ti nguy hiém nao ching thi khong hé.”

“Ma lam thé nao anh lai biét chuyén nay?”

“Ong biét toi biét bang cach ndo ma. Ching ta da trong doi mot cudce
chién trén bo véi ho & chau Au. Chiing ta hy vong minh s& thing. Chung ta
cho rang s& bat nhiéu triéu ngudi bén d6 1am tu binh. Quan canh dugc dao
tao dé xu 1y tat ca s6 d6. Pon vi 110 s& thuc hién chi huy hanh dong. Ao
tuong, co 18 thé that, nhung Lau Nam Goc coi trong diéu nay. Ching ta
dugc day vé Hong quan nhiéu hon vé quan doi M. Chéc chin ching ta da
duoc chi chinh x4c noi can tim ra céac chinh tri vién. Chung ta duoc 1énh tru
khir toan bo sb d6 ngay lap tirc.”
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“Loai nha bao nao?”

“C6 18 1a truyén hinh. Nhém nguoi dia phuong ma ¢6 ta thué c6 quan
hé voi nganh truyén hinh. Ma 6ng di bao gio xem truyén hinh cua Pong Au
chua? Tét ca ngudi dan chuong trinh déu 13 phy nit, tit ca déu trong rat bic

29

Ira.
“Nuoc nao?”
“Ukraine.”
“Mang nao?”

“Dicu tra, lich str, dan xen chut tinh cam con nguoi. Co 1€ co ta da
nghe cau chuyén cua ba gia va quyét dinh lam chuong trinh vé cau chuyén
do.”

“Nhu kénh Lich sir bang tiéng Nga 4?2~
“Bang tiéng Ukraine,” toi dap.

“Tai sao? Thong diép la gi? Gio ho mudn lam mat mat chung ta a?
Sau hon hai muo1 ldm nam a?”

“Khong, t61 nghi 1a ho mudn 1am mat mat nguol Nga. Hién co nhiéu
van dé cang thang giita Nga va Ukraine. T6i nghi ho coi su x4u xa ctia My
1a diéu tat yéu, va noi rﬁng 1€ ra anh ban l6n Nga t¢ bac khong nén dua
thang em Ukraine t6i nghiép khong du kha ning tu bao vé vao con dudng
khon kho.”

“Vay tai sao chiing ta van chua dugc xem cau chuyén do?”

“Bd1 ho thyc hién sau khi cac giai doan lich su kia da két thuc tir 1au
ro1,” t6i noi. “Ho dang tim su khéng dinh. Dudng nhu ¢ bén d6 ho van con
chut gi dao duc nghé bao day.”
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“Ho s€ co su khéng dinh cha?”

“Chic khong phai tir 6ng. Va khong ai khac biét diéu gi mot cach
chac chan. Susan Mark song khong du 1au dé noi c6 hodc khong. Thé nén
nap lai ddy vao. Toi da khuyén ho quén hét moi chuyén di va trd vé nha.”

“Tait sao ho dong vai me va con gai?”

“Vi do la mdt tro bip tai tinh,” t61 noi. “Co strc hut 16n. Giéng nhu
truyén hinh thuc té. Hodc cac loai tap chi ho ban trong si€éu thi. R0 rang ho
d3 nghién ctru k§ nén vin héa cua ta.”

“Tai sao lai doi lau dén vay?”

“Can nhiéu thoi gian dé xay dung nganh truyén hinh truong thanh. C6
1& ho da lang phi nhiéu nim cho nhitng van dé quan trong.”

Sansom khé gat dau, roi1 noi1, “No1 khong ai bi€t gi mot cach chac
chan thi khong diing. Anh c6 vé biét rat nhiéu.”

“Nhung to1 s€ khong noi gi ca.”
“Tbi c6 thé tin anh chuyén d6 khong?”

“To1 da phuc vu quan do1 muoi ba nam. Toi bi€t tat ca moi chuyén.
To1 khong noi vé chung.”

“To1 khong vui vé chuyén ho lai tiép can duoc Susan Mark d& dén
thé. Toi cling khong vui vi chiing ta da khong biét vé co 4y ngay tir dau.
Trude budi sang xay ra su kién, chung t6i thAm chi con chua bao gid nghe
n6i vé ¢ ay. Toan bo chuyén nay ctr nhu mdt vu phuc kich. Chung t6i ludn
dang sau khuc quanh.”

To1 dang nhin c4c birc anh trén tuong phia sau Sansom. Nhin cac hinh
nguoi nho xiu. Hinh dang, di€u bg, bong hinh cua ho. T61 no1, “That sao?”

“L& ra ching t6i phai dugc thong bao ri.”
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T6i bao, “Hay c6 ¥ kién voi Lau Nam Goc y. Va voi dam nguoi tir
Watergate ntra.”

Sansom bdo, “Tdi s& nodi.” Roi ong ta im ling, nhu thé 6ng ta dang
nghi lai, danh gia lai, mot cach binh tinh hon va cham rai hon so voi kiéu
nhanh chong thudng thdy nhu si quan chién truong. Nap lai ddy vao.
Duong nhu ong ta nghién ctru tuyén bd iy mot lac, tir moi goc do khac
nhau. Roi 6ng ta nhun vai, mit hién vé hoi nguong ngiing, va hoi, “Vay bay
gio anh nghi vé t6i thé nao?”

“Piéu d6 c6 quan trong khong?”

“T6i 14 chinh tri gia. Tim hiéu theo phan xa thoi.”

“T6i nghi hoi 4y 6ng nén ban vao dau ho.”

Sansom im mot chit roi néi, “Chung t6i khéng c6 stng giam thanh.”
“Co chu. Khi éy cac ong vira tudc dugc mot khau tir ho.”

“Nguyén tic can dy.”

“L& ra 6ng nén 1o chung di. Hong quan khong hanh quan mang theo
phong thi nghiém phap y dau. Ho s& khong biét ai ban ai.”

“Vay anh nghi thé ndo vé t6i?”

“T6i nghi hoi 4y 6ng khong nén trao ho di. Lam vay khong dung. Qua
thuec, déy s& 1a tm diém cua cau chuyén, trén truyén hinh Ukraine. Y tuong
1a dua ba gia dén bén 6ng va dé cho ba ta hoi 6ng vi sao ong lam thé.”

Sansom lai nhiin vai. “Téi udc 1a ba ta co thé 1am thé. Boi su that 1a
chung t61 da khong trao ho cho bén khac. Thay vao d6 chung t61 tha ho di.
D6 1a mao hiém c6 tinh toan. Mot kiéu danh lia béng chinh sy that. Ho da
mat khau sing. Moi nguoi s& déu nhan dinh rang ¢am du kich Hoi gido da
lay no. o 1a hau qua dang tiéc va rat nhuc nha. Khi 4y toi thay rd rang la
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hai nguoi d6 rat s cac si quan chi huy va chinh tri vién cia minh. Thé nén
ho s& ha minh dé néi su that rang thu pham 1a ngudi My, khong phai ngudi
Afghanistan. D6 s& 1a mot kiéu ching minh minh v6 toi. Nhung dam si
quan chi huy va chinh tri vién cta ho von biét rang hai nguoi sg ho dén
muc nao, nén su that éy s€ nghe c6 vé nhu mot cau chuyé¢n nham nhi. Nhu
mot 101 bao chita tham hai. N6 s€ b1 loai trir ngay 13p tirc, nhu mot cau
chuyén hoang duong. Thé nén t6i cam théy du an toan khi tha ho ra. Su that
s& duoc ké ra so so nhu thé, nhung s& khong duoc nhin nhin.”

To1 no1, “Vay da xay ra chuyén gi?”

Sansom noi, “Tdi nghi ho dd so hon ca tdi twong. Qua so nén chang
hé dam quay lai. T6i nghi 1a ho chi lang thang, cho t6i khi bi dam dan bo
toc bat dugc. Grigori Hoth la chéng mot chinh tr1 vién. Ong ta so ba ta. Bo
1a diéu da xay ra. Va d6 1a diéu da giét chét ong ta.”

To1 khong noi gi.
Sansom noéi, “To6i khong trong doi bat ky ai tin toi diéu 4y.”
To1 khong dap.

Ong ta ndi, “Anh néi dung vé sy cing thang giita Nga va Ukraine.
Nhung ciing ¢6 su cing thiang giita Nga va chinh chung ta. Hién gid co rat
nhiéu chuyén cing thang. Néu phan vé d6i Korengal ctia cau chuyén 10 ra,
moi thr c6 thé bung nd 16n. Nhu Chién tranh Lanh nd ra lan nita. Trir mot
diéu 1a khac di. It nhat thi Lién X6 ciing con tinh tao, theo cach cia riéng
ho. Con dam nay a, khong tinh tdo 1am dau.”

Sau cdu ndy ching t6i ngdi im ling mdt lic ma cam gidc nhu mot
khoang thoi gian dai, roi thi dién thoai ban cua Sansom d6 chudng. Nhan
vién tiép tan goi. Toi nghe thay giong co ta qua tai nghe va qua ca cira nira.
Co ta diém mot danh sach nhimg viéc can duoc chil y ngay. Sansom gac
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may va noi, “To1 phai di day. Toi s€ goi mdt nhan vién phuc vu Quéc ho1
tién anh ra.” Ong ta dimg day, vong qua ban di ra khoi phong. Hét nhu mot
nguoi vo toi chang c6 gi dé che giau. Ong ta bo toi lai mot minh, van ngdi
trén ghé, ctra van mo. Springfield ciing da di khoi. Toi co6 thé thiy 1a chang
c6 ai & van phong bén ngoai trir nguoi phu nit & ban tiép tan. C6 ta mim
cuoi voi toi. Toi mim cuoi dap lai. Chéng cO nhan vién phuc vu Qubc hoi
nao xuét hién.

Chiing téi luén nam dang sau khiic quanh, Sansom da noi thé. Toi doi
ca mot phut roi bat ddu vin veo ngd quanh nhu thé dang sét rudt. Roi sau
mot khoang thoi gian hop 1y t6i roi ghé ngdi. Toi bude quanh, hai tay dan
vao nhau sau lung, hét nhu mot nguoi dan éng vo t6i chiang co gi dé che
gidu, chi dang cho doi trong lanh dia khong phai cia anh ta. T6i hudng vé
burc tuong sau chiéc ban, nhu thé d6 1a mot dich dén hoan toan ngau nhién.
T6i xem k¥ cac birc anh. Toi dém nhitng gwong mit minh biét. Con sb tong
cong ban dau 13 hai muoi tu. Bén tong thong, chin chinh tri gia khac, nam
van dong vién dién kinh, hai nam dién vién, Donald Rumsfeld, Saddam
Hussein, Elspeth, va Springfield.

Cong thém mot nguoi khac.
T6i biét hai muoi lim guong mit.

Trong tit ca nhitng anh mimg chién thang vao dém bau cir, ngay canh
chinh Sansom, 1a mét tay ciing nd nu cudi toe toét, nhu thé dng ta dang hai
1ong trong anh hao quang cia cong viéc di duoc hoan thanh tét, nhu thé
ong ta dang tuyén bd phan dong gop ctia minh ma chang hé khiém tén ti
nao. Mot chién luge gia. Mgt nha chién thuat. Mot tay dan xép chinh tr1
dimg ¢ hau truong.

C¢ [¢ 1a tay chi huy by tham muu cua Sansom.

Nguoi nay trac tudi t6i. Trong tat ca cic anh, 6ng ta déu bi phu hoa
gidy hay méc diy nhitng bing gidy mau hay ngip trong bong bong tdi tan
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géi, ong ta cuo1 nhe rang nhu tén thon, song hai mét lai lanh 1&o. Trong doi
mat ay chira sy hiéu biét, khon ngoan ddy tinh toan.

Chung khién toi nhé téi d6i mat cia mot cau thu.

G10 to1 bi€t vi sao ho dan dung tro cau gio di qua cang tin. Gio to1
biét rang trudc to1 ké nao da ngdi ¢ chiéc gheé danh cho khach cia Sansom.

Chiing téi luén nam dang sau khiic quanh.

Ké doi tra.

T6i biét tay chi huy bd tham muu ciia Sansom.
Trude day toi timg trong thay han.

T6i da thiy hin mic quan c6 tong chéo, 40 so mi danh gon, di chuyén
tau khuya tuyén 6 ¢ thanh phé New York.
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TOI KIEM TRA TAT CA CAC BUC ANH LUU NIEM, rit can
than. Trong tt ca cac blc anh ndy déu c6 gi timg di tau dién ngam. Cac
goc khac nhau, ndm khac nhau, chién thang khac nhau, nhung dut khoat
van 1a tay d6, gan nhu ngay bén tay phai Sansom. R6i mét nhan vién phuc
vu Quéc hoi voi1 va di vao phong va hai phut sau to1 da tré lai via he dai 10
Poc 1ap. Mudi bon phut tiép nita toi trong nha ga xe lira, chd bat chuyén tau
tiép theo trd lai New York. Nam muoi tam phut sau d6 toi da trén tau, ngdi
thanh thoi, vira roi thanh phd vira ngam nhitng san ga am dam qua cira so.
Xa bén trai to1, mot nhom dan 6ng doi mii ciing mau do 4o khoac mau cam
rat bat mat dang xtr Iy mot doan dudng sit. Trong swong day, 4o cta ho anh
1én. Han 1a chat liéu 1am 4o phai co nhimg hat thuy tinh phan quang rat nho
pha vd1 nhya. Pam bdo an toan, nhd hoa hoc. Cac by 4o con hon ca bat
mat. Chang thu hut sy cha y. Chung thu hit anh mat. Ti xem canh tho 1am
viéc cho td1 khi ho chi con 1a nhitng chdm nhé mau cam phia xa, va tan toi
Itc ho hoan toan khuit tim mét, khi nay tau chay thém hon mot dam ntra.
Pén thoi diém 4y, t0i dd c6 moi thir minh dinh tim kiém. T6i da biét moi
diéu t6i ting nghi s& biét. Nhung toi lai khong biét rang minh da biét. Luc
ay thi chua.

Tau chay vao ga Penn va toi dung bita téi mudn ¢ dung chd doi dién
noi t6i da an sang. Roi toi di bo tdi Pon Canh sat Khu vuc 14 trén phd 35
Tay. Ca dém d3 bat dau. Theresa Lee va dong su Docherty ctia ¢6 dd ¢6 mit
& d6. Phong hop yén tinh, nhu thé toan bo khong khi & d6 di bi hat ra. Nhur
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thé da co tin xau. Nhung chang co6 ai chay quanh. Vi vay tin xau da xay ra ¢
mot noi khac.

Nhan vién 18 tan ngdi ¢ 16i vao khu ban 1am viéc ting trong thiy toi.
Co ta quay chiéc ghé xoay va liéc Lee, Lee lam vé mit nhu thé néi chuyén
v6i toi lan nira hay khong thi co cling chang chét dugc. Thé nén cb tiép tan
quay lai t6 r0 vé mat minh, nhu thé lya chon & hay di hoan toan 1a lya chon
ctia toi. Toi md 16i vao 1am ban 1é kéu rit 1én, roi ludt qua nhimg chiéc ban
vé phia cudi phong. Docherty dang goi dién, chii yéu 1a nghe. Lee chi ngdi
d6, chang lam gi. Luc t6i toi, cd ngudc 1én néi, “To6i khong c6 himg dau.”

“V& chuyén gi?”

“Susan Mark,” ¢6 noi.

“C6 tin gi khong?”

“Khéng gi hét.”

“Khong co gi thém vé thang bé a?”

“Ong da ding khi lo ngai vé thang bé do.”
“Con c6 thi khong?”

“Tham chi mot chut cling khong.”

“Hb so van dong sao?”

“Con chat hon ghim 4y chu.”

“Puoc thoi,” to1 noi.

Lee nglimg mot chut, thé dai noi, “Ong da c6 dugc gi?”
“Toi biét hanh khach tht nam la ai.”

“Chi ¢6 bdn hanh khach thoi.”
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“Va trai dat phang con mit trang lam bang pho mat.”

“C6 phai ke bi coi 1a hanh khach thir ndm nay da pham mot té1 & noi
nao dé gitra phd 30 va phd 45 khong?”

“Khong,” to1 dap.
“Vay thi hd so van s& dong.”

Docherty bo dién thoai xudng va liéc dong sy véi vé mit hung hon.
T6i biét cai nhin d6 c6 ¥y nghia gi. Toi da lam canh sat trén dudi muoi ba
nam va trudc day di thdy cai nhin d6 nhiéu 1an. Nghia 1a mot nguoi khac da
tam duoc mot vu 16n, rang Docherty co ban thay vui vi anh ta khong lién
quan, nhung lai ciing hoi nudi tiéc, boi cho du viéc tham gia vao tim diém
hanh dong 13 vo cung kho chiu du chi xét vé mat gidy to bao cdo khong
thoi, song co 1& van tdt hon rat nhiéu so véi viée chiu ria theo dai.

T6i hoi, “Co chuyén gi thé?”

Lee nbi, “An mang nhiéu nan nhan & phé 17. Mot vu kinh khung.
Bén gi dudi dudng cao toc FDR, bi danh va giét chét.”

“Bang bua,” Docherty pha thém.

To1 noi, “Bua a?”

“Duyng cu 1am moc. Ly tir cira hang Home Depot trén phd 23. Vira
mé&i mua. Chiing duoc phat hién & ngay hién trudng. Trén d6 van con nhan
ghi gia, nhuém day mau.”

T6i hoi, “Bon tay kia 13 ai?”

“Chang a1 biet,” Docherty noi. “Co 1€ d6 1a muc dich cua viéc dung
btia. Mt ho nat hét, rang roi cd ra, cac dau ngodn tay héng sach.”

“Gia hay tré, da den hay da tring?”
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“Da trang,” Docherty dap. “Khéng gia. Mic com 1. Chang co gi
thém, ngoai viéc trong ti co danh thiép gia, véi tén ctia mot cong ty chang
dang ky ¢ noi nao tai bang New York, va mot s6 dién thoai lic nao cling
khong c6 két ndi bai nd thudc vé mot cong ty lam phim.”
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PIEN THOAI BAN CUA DOCHERTY PO CHUONG, anh ta cam
1én bat dau nghe 1an nira. Mot nguoi ban ¢ khu vyc 17, ¢6 1€ vay, c6 thém
tinh tiét dé chia sé. T6i nhin Lee ma bao, “Gid thi ¢6 s& phai mé lai hd so.”

Co hoi, “Tai sao?”

“Vinhiing tay nay la do1 nguoi dia phuong ma Lila Hoth da thue.”
Lee nhin t6i noi, “Anh 12 ai thé? La nha ngoai cam a?”

“T6i da gap ho hai 1an.”

“Anh da gip mot déi nao d6 hai 1an. Chang cé gi néi rang ho 1a mot.”
“Ho d4 dua cho toi mot trong sé danh thiép gia kia.”

“Tét ca cac doi nhu thé déu dung danh thiép gia.”

“Cung v61 mot kiéu sd dién thoai sa0?”

“Cac cong ty lam phim va truyén hinh 1a nhimg noi duy nhat dung
cac s6 d6.”

“Ho 1a cyu canh sat. Biéu d6 khong c6 nghia gi voi co a?”
“To1 quan tam téi cac canh sat, khong quan tam té1 cyu canh sat.”

“Ho di nhic t6i tén Lila Hoth.”
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“Khoéng, mot doi ndo d6 nhic tdi tén cb ta. Khong cé nghia 1a nhiing
ké da chét d6 nhic tén co ta.”

“Co nghi day la su trung hop ha?”
“Ho c6 thé 1a doi ctia bat ky ai.”
“Nhu 1a cta ai khac?”

“Bat ky ai trong thé gidi rong 16n nay. Pay 13 New York. New York
day nhiing tay danh thué. Ho di thanh timg nhém. Tat thay ho trong giéng
nhau va lam nhiing vi¢c nhu nhau.”

“Ho cling da nhac tén John Sansom.”
“Khong, mot doi nao d6 nhac tén 6ng ta.”
“Thuc ra ho 1a nhitng nguoi dau tién cho to61 nghe thay céi tén ay.”

“Thé thi c6 thé ho 1a doi ciia ong ta, chir khong phai cua Lila. Liéu
ong ta lo lang du t&i mirc diéu ngudi ciia minh 1én tan khu nay khong?”

“Ong ta da diéu tay cAm dau bo sau 1én tau. D6 chinh 13 hanh khach
thor nam.”

“Thé thi xin moi anh.”

“C0 s¢€ khong lam gi a?”

“T6i s& thong bao cho khu vuc 17, dé lam thong tin co s6.”
“C6 s& khong md lai ho so sao?”

“Khong, chung nao t61 chua nghe vé mot vu pham tdi nam bén dia
phan cua t61 bén dai 161 Park.”

T61 no1, “To1 s€ to1 khach san Four Seasons.”
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P3a mudn, t6i lai & qua xa vé khu T4y nén phai di tan toi dai 16 6 mai
tim duoc mot chiée taxi. Sau d6 1a mot chuyén di chong vanh toi khach san.
Sanh yén tinh. Toi budc vao nhu thé toi ¢6 quyén vao do, roi di thang may
1én tang cuia Lila Hoth. Pi bo theo hanh lang yén tinh va ding lai bén ngoai
khu phong cua c6 ta.

Cura phong c6 ta hé ra chung hai phan.

Ngam khoa an toan chot bén trong da chia ra ngoai con by phan dong
bang 10 xo da bap vao ram ctra. T61 ngung lai mot gidy nira ro1 go cua.

Khong thay gi.

To1 day ctra va cam nhan dugc b cura day trd lai. To1 dung cac ngon
tay xoe ra gitr cho n6 mé mot goc bon muoi lam do va lang nghe.

Bén trong chang c6 tiéng dong nio.

To61 mo toang ctra budce vao. Phia trude té1 1a phong khach sang 1o
mo. Pén tat nhung rém duoc kéo ra va co du anh sang tir phd bén ngoai hat
vao cho t6i thdy phong tréng khong. Trong khong, nghia 1a khong c6 nguoi.
Tréng khong ciing c6 nghia 1a kiéu tra phong va bo d6. Khong co cac tai
dung 46 mua sam trong goc, khong vat dung ca nhan bi kéo di mot cach can
than hodc bat can, khong 4o khoac nao vat trén ghé, khong giay b trén san.
Khong co d4u hiéu nao cua sy séng.

Cac phong ngt ciing thé. Giuong di duoc chuan bi, song trén do ¢o
nhitng vét nhan va han ¢& chiéc cap. Cac ti quan 4o rong khong. Trong
phong tam rai rac nhitng khin tim da dung. Noi dimg tam con kho. Tbi
thoang ngiri thdy mui nudc hoa ciia Lila Hoth con vuong trong khong khi,
nhung tat ca chi c6 thé.
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To1 dao hét ca ba phong thém mdt 1an nira r61 lui ra hanh lang. Canh
cua khép lai phia sau lung. To61 nghe ti€éng 10 xo cua ban 1€ thuc hién cong
viéc cua no ro1i ngam khoa ti vao ram cura, sat co vao go.

T6i budc tré lai thang may, bam nut xudng, cira thang mo ra ngay 1ap
tirc. Thang may da doi t6i. D6 1a co ché ban dém. Khong can dich chuyén
thang may mot cach khong can thiét. Khong phat ra tiéng dong khong can
thiét. Toi tro lai sanh va budc toi ban tiép tdn. C6 ca mot to truc dém.
Khéng nhiéu nguoi bang ban ngay, nhung qua nhiéu dé thuc hién thanh
cong trd thoa thuan bang naim muoi d6 la. Four Seasons khong phai khach
san kiéu d6. Mot nguoi dan ong roi mat khoi man hinh may tinh nhin t6i
doan hoi xem c6 thé giup gi cho toi. Toi hoi chinh x4c thoi gian me con ba
Hoth tra phong.

“Ai kia, thua ngai?” anh ta hoi lai. Anh ta néi voi giong khé khang,
chirng muc, hop voi budi dém, nhu thé anh ta ngai s& lam thire gidc cac vi
khach xép thanh tang phia trén dau minh.

“Lila Hoth va Svetlana Hoth,” to1 dap.

Vé mit ngudi dan ong ctr nhu thé anh ta khong hiéu t6i dang néi gi,
roi lai tap trung vao man hinh mdy tinh va gd vai phim. Anh ta ré 1én ré
xubng va bam thém vai phim rdi néi, “Xin 16i ngai, nhung t6i khong thé tim
thdy dir liéu cuia bat ky khach ndo c6 cai tén d6.”

T6i doc cho anh ta s6 khu phong. Anh ta lai bAm thém vai phim, roi
miéng anh nay tré ra vé ngac nhién, anh ta néi, “Trong ca tuan nay khu d6
chua ting duoc st dung. N6 rat dat, kho thué 1am.”

Tbi kiém tra lai s6 khu phong trong dau mot 14n nira, roi noi, “Pém
qua toi da c6 mat & d6. Khi ay dang c6 ngudi st dung. Va hom nay toi da
gip nhitng nguoi ¢ khu ay, trong phong dung tra. C6 chit ky trén héa don
day.”
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Anh chang thir 1an nita. Anh ta tim kiém cac héa don ctia phong tra
duogc trir vao tai khoan cta khach. Anh ta xoay mot nita man hinh dé toi
cling c6 thé nhin, mot cir chi mang tinh chia sé ma cac nhan vién dung khi
can thuyét phuc ta vé diéu gi d6. Chung t6i di udng hai tach tra va mot ca
phé. Khong ¢ thong tin luu lai vé bat ky 1an tinh tién nao nhu thé.

RO t6i nghe thiy vai tiéng dong nho phia sau lung. Tiéng kéo chan
trén tham, tiéng khong khi hit vao, tiéng quan 4o di chuyén trong khong khi.
Va tiéng lach cach cua kim loai. T6i xoay nguoi lai va thdy minh dang ddi
dién v6i bay ngudi dan 6ng tao thanh hinh ban nguyét hoan hao. Bén trong
s6 d6 1a canh sat tuan tra NYPD mic sic phuc. Ba trong s6 ho 1a cac nhan
vién diéu tra lién bang toi timg gip trudc do.

Dam canh sat mang stng dai.

Pam nhan vién diéu tra lién bang c6 thi gi d6 khac.
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BAY GA PAN ONG. BAY MON VU KHI. Nhitng khau sung dai
ctia bon tay canh sat 1a loai Franchi SPAS 12. Ctia Y. Chic chan khong phai
chuan sung do NYPD trang bi. SPAS 12 1a loai stng c6 vé ngoai dang so,
nhu thudc vé tuong lai, mot khau béan tu dong, nong tron dan c& 12 c6 tay
nim giéng kiéu stng luc va bang gap. V& wu diém, c6 nhiéu. Nhuoc diém,
c6 hai. Trude hét 13 chi phi, nhung rd rang mot sé bd phan chuyén gia trong
lyc lugng canh sat da vui vé thong qua viéc mua loai sing nay. Co ché hoat
dong kiéu ban tu dong 1a nhugce diém th hai. Vé 1y thuyét, co ché nay bi
coi la khong dang tin cay khi dung cho sung dai hoa luc manh. Nguoi phai
ban hodc nguoi phai chét déu lo vé chuyén do. Co thé xay ra truc tric co
khi. Nhung t61 sé khong dat cugc cho viéc bon truc tric co khi xay ra déng
thoi, cling ciing mot 1y do khién t6i khong mua vé sb. Lac quan 13 tét. Tin
tudng mot cach mu quang thi khong.

Hai nhan vién diéu tra lién bang nam khau Glock 17 trong tay. Stng
ngén tw dong cd chin milimét cua Ao, vudng virc nhu cai hdp, dang tin cay,
d3 duoc minh chimg han hoi qua hon hai muoi nim phuc vu hiru dung. Ca
nhan t61 thi hoi thich loai Beretta M9 hon, cling co xuét xt Y nhu Franchi,
nhung ca tri¢u lan nhu mot, khau Glock cling s¢ hoan thanh cong vi¢c cua
n6 tot nhu mot khau Beretta.

Khi ay cong viéc cua n6 1a bude té61 ding yén, san sang lam trung tam
chuy.

Tay chi huy nhom nhan vién diéu tra lién bang dung chinh gitta hinh
ban nguyét. Ba tay dung bén trai, ba tay ¢ bén phai. Ong ta dang cam mot
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thir vii khi ma toi chi ting thay trén truyén hinh. T6i nhé né rat rd. Mot
kénh truyén hinh cap, trong mot phong motel & Florence, Texas. Khong
phai kénh Quan su. Ma 1a kénh National Geographic. Mot chuong trinh vé
chau Phi. Khong c6 nhitng cudc ndi chién, hon loan cung bénh tat va nan
d6i. Ma 1a mot phim tu lidu vé doi song hoang da. Pudi woi chir khong phai

40 pAY 4 A A \ ’f’\ A
[_]. Mot nhém nha nghién clru dong vat dang tim ki€ém mdt con

du kich
duc truong thanh lung tring. Ho mudn gan thiét bi theo ddi bang song dién
tur vao tai no. Con vat kia nang hai tram hai lam ky. Mot phén tu tan. Ho ha
guc n6 bang mot khau sung ban tén nap thudc an than danh cho dong vat

linh truéng.

Do 1a thr ma tay cam dau nhom nhén vién diéu tra lién bang chia vao
toi.

Mot khau sting ban tén.

Ngudi cua kénh National Geographic da nd lyc dam bao véi khan gia
rang quy trinh trén 1a rat nhan dao. Ho d3 trinh bay céac biéu do chi tiét va
mo phong ctia mdy tinh. Mii tén 12 mot hinh nén nho xiu ¢6 dudi gin 16ng,
cung mot ludi dao phiu thuat bang thép. Phan dau cta ludi dao nay 1a st vo
trung hinh t6 ong chtra thudc gdy mé. Milii tén ban ra véi toc d6 cao va thiét
bi phau thuat s& cim ngap khoang mot phan vao con dudi woi. Va ding lai.
Phan dau mudn tiép tuc di vao. Do quéan tinh. Dinh luat Newton vé chuyén
dong. Luc va cham va quan tinh 1dm v& phan ma trn bang gém, chit gay
mé trong hinh t6 ong sé& ving vé phia trudc chir khong phai nhé giot, khong
han phun. Giéng nhu mot 16p mo suong day dic dudi da, lam cac mo wdt
sting nhu kiéu to gidy an hut mét tach ca phé bi d6. Khau stng 1a loai ban
phat mot. N6 phai nap chi mot miii tén, va mot binh khi nén rat nho dé tao
luc. Theo nhu t61 nh¢d 1a khi nitrd. Viéc nap lai rat mat thoi gian. Tt hon 1a
nén ban trang ngay phat dau tién.

Trong bd phim tai li¢u, cac nha nghién ctru da ban trung ngay phat
dau. Con duoi woi choang sau tdm giay, va hon mé sau hai muoi gidy. Ro1
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sau muoi gio dong ho, no tinh day voi trang théi stirc khoe hoan hao.
Nhung né lai nang gap doi toi.

Phia sau toi 1a quay tiép tdn cta khach san. T6i ¢ thé cam nhan dugc
n6 ¢ sau lung. Qudy cé ria rong khoang ba 1im phan nam cach mit san
chimng hon mot mét. Cao ngang tam quay bar. Tién cho mot vi khach bay
gidy to ciia minh ra. Tién dé ky moi thir. Sau ria, mat phang sut xuéng thanh
ngang tam ban lam viéc thong thudng cho nhan vién. Sau xubng chirng non
tam chuc phan. Hodc hon nita. Toi khong chic. Nhung tat thay tré ngai 1a
mot rao can cao va rong khong thé vuot qua & tu thé dung. Nhat 1a khi dang
quay mat & hudng khong thich hgp. Va du sao thi cling vo ich. Nhay qua
quay ciling chang dua t6i vao mot phong khac. Toi s& van & d6, ngay sau
quiy thay vi démg phia trudc. Chang két qua gi, ma tham chi con ton hai
16n néu t6i vung vé roi diing mot chiéc ghé lan hay vudng phai day dién
thoai.

T6i quay dau liéc phia sau minh. Chang ¢6 ai & d6. Pam nhan vién 18
tan da chudn ra, ca trai 1an phai. Ho da duoc huin luyén, co 1€ tham chi da
tap duot. Bay ké phia trudc toi c6 mat thoang dé khai hoa.

Khong dudng tién, ching c6 duong lui.
To1 ding yén.

Tay cAm dau nhom nhan vién diéu tra lién bang dang ngam doc theo
nong khau sung phong tén va chia thang vao dui trai t6i. Dui trai toi tao
thanh mot muc tiéu twong d6i 16n. Khong c6 md dudi da. Chi co thit cling,
day mao mach va nhitng thir giup luu thong mau nhanh chéng, hiéu qua.
Hoan toan khong duoc bao vé trir chiéc quan mdi mau xanh nude bién may
bang chat vai c¢o tong mong mic cho mua he.

Dung dén ma an mac nhu thé, néu khong ong chang vao dwoc dau.
To1 gong lén, nhu thé stc cang co s€ khién thir khon ki€p kia ndy ra. Roi to1
lai tha long. Strc cang co con chang giap gi cho con duoi uwoi, nén s€ chang
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gitip gi cho t6i. Xa that xa sau bay gi ndy, t6i co thé trong thdy mot nhom
nhan vién cap clru trong goc toi. Pong phuc cia co quan ctru hoa. Ba dan
6ng, mot phu nir. Ho dang ding cho doi. Ho da chuan bi sin sang mot chiée
cang co banh xe.

Khi tat ca nhitng cach thirc khac da that bai, hiy bat dau néi chuyén.

T6i Ién tiéng, “Néu cac 6ng c6 thém cau hoi, t6i rat sin long ngdi
xubng dé noi chuyén. Chung ta ¢ thé udng thém ca phé, tién hanh moi viéc
mot cach vin minh. Ca phé khéng chét caféin, néu cac ong thich. Vi gio da
mudn roi. Ho s& pha d6 mdi, t6i chic chin thé. Gi thi day ciing 1a khach san
Four Seasons.”

Tay cam dau nhom nhan vién diéu tra lién bang khong tra 15i. Thay
vao d6 hin ban toi. Bang khau stng phong tén, tir cu ly khoang hai mét
rudi, thang vao phan thit & dui toi. Toi nghe thay tiéng nd cia khi nén va
cam thiy dau & chan. Khong phai mot ¢ chich. Mot ¢t thoc bing loai éng
tiém to, ciin, nhu mot vét thuong boi dao gay ra. Roi chdc 1at chang thay gi,
nhu thé khong tin. Roi dén phan ing manh, gian dit. T6i nghi néu 1a duoi
voi thi t6i mudn bao dam nghién ciru chét tiét kia ¢ nha va dé cho doi tai toi
dugc yén.

Tay cam dau ha khau sting xudng.

Trong mot gidy, chang co chuyén gi xay ra. Roi toi thdy nhip tim
minh ting dan roi huyét ap ting vot roi lai ha rat nhanh. Toi nghe thay tiéng
ran rat ¢ hai thai dwong, nhu thic an Trung Qudc cach ddy hai chuc

ném[ﬂ]. T6i nhin xuéng. Phan dudi ¢ 16ng ctia mii tén bam chit vao quan
t6i. Toi 16i né ra. Ludi dao 14m tim mau. Nhung phan dau di bién mat.
Chét liéu gdm da rd thanh bot va phan chét 16ng né chtra di nam trong co
thé t6i, dang phat huy tac dung. Mot giot mau 10n chay ra tir vét thuong,
tham vao vai co tong ctia chiéc quan toi mic, chay theo thd vai nhu tim ban

d6 mo ta mot dai dich dang lan khap cic con duong trong thanh phd. Tim
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t6i dang dap manh. Toi c6 thé cam nhan méau dang ran ran chay khip noi
trong co thé. Téi mudn dirng né lai. Khong cach nao lam dugc viée dy. Toi
tra nguoi vao qudy. Chi tam thoi thé, t6i nghi vay. Cho bét phan nao.
Duong nhu bay ga dan ong phia trudce to61 dot ngot tranh sang bén. Nhu mot
chién thuat phong thi khi choi bong chay. Téi khong chic 1a ho da di
chuyén hay 1a t6i di chuyén dau minh. Hodc c6 1& can phong di chuyén
dong. Chic chan tat ca moi thir déu xoay vong rat nhanh. Mot kiéu cam
giac xoay tit. Ria ctia quiy 18 tdn va vao phia dudi xwong vai toi. Hodc nod
dang nang 1én hodc t6i dang truot xudng. Toi dit hai ban tay vé sau, ép
xubng mat quay. Toi cb ging giit né ding yén. C6 thé 1 giir t6i lai. Chang
an nham gi. Ria quiy va vao gdy t6i. Pong ho trong dau toi hoat dong
khong chuan. T6i ¢d dém timg gidy. Toi mubn dém t6i chin. Toi mudn try
lau hon con dudi woi lung trang. Chat kiéu hanh cudi cung con lai. Toi
khong chic minh c6 thanh cong hay khong.

Mong t6i cham xubng san. Mat t6i khong con nhin thay gi. Thi luc toi
khong mo hay t6i den di. Thay vao d6 né lai sang 1én. Pay nhiing hinh thu
mau bac xoay tit, chdp 16a theo chiéu ngang tir phai qua trai. Nhu tro du
quay & hdi cho chay nhanh qua ngan 1an muc binh thudng. Roi t6i bat dau
nhimg gidc mo dién ro, gip gap, nghet tho, sbng dong. Pay hoat dong va
mau sic. Sau d6 toi nhan thiy rang su khoi ddu cua nhiing gidc mo danh
dau thoi diém to6i chinh thuc ngét di, nam guc trén san sanh khach san Four
Seasons.
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TOI KHONG BIET CHINH XAC minh tinh diy luc nao. Pong hd
trong dau toi van dang chay khong chuan. Nhung dan da toi da tinh. T6i
dang nam trong mot cai clii. Hai cd tay va hai mét ca bi budc vao song bang
cong nhya. Quan 4o trén ngudi toi van con nguyén. Trir d6i gidy. Chung da
bién mat. Trong tinh trang lo mo, dau toi nghe tiéng néi ciia nguoi anh trai
d3a mat. Mot cau hoi con nho ong thich nodi: Trwde khi cdu phé phdn ai, hiy
di bo mot dam bc%ng doi giay cua ho. Réi khi céu bat dau phé phan nguoi
ci'y, cdau da cach xa mot dam va anh ta sé phai dudi theo cdu khi dang di
i 2!

rang cac tGi quan da rong khong. Ho di 1ay cac thtr d6 cua toi. Co 18 ho da

. To1 nhiic nhac cac ngodn chan. Roi to1 cya hdng. Toi co thé cam thay

liét ké toan bd s6 do trong mot mau bi€u va goi ching lai.

To1 ngoeo dau qua vait va co cam vao 4o so mi. Rau moc it, dai hon
t6i nhé mot chit. Co 18 bang mirc moc ra trong vong tam tiéng. Con dudi
voi trén kénh National Geographic da nga mudi tiéng. Reacher thing mot
ban, trir viéc ¢6 18 ho da dung liéu nhe hon cho t6i. {t nhat t6i hy vong rang
ho d3 lam thé. Con vt ho linh trudng kia da db sup Xuéng nhu mot than
cay kia ma.

T6i lai nhac dau 1én nhin quanh. Téi dang & trong mot xa lim, xa lim
nam trong mot can phong. Khong cira s6. Pén dién sang. Cong trinh mai
x4y trong cong trinh cii. Mot hang ba chiéc ciii don gian 1am bang thép méi
sang bong dugc cham han gidp mdi, nam thanh mot hang thang trong cin
phong to cii xay bang gach. Mdi ciii c6 dién tich chimg ba mét vudng va
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cao hai mét rudi. Noc cling chin song sit giong nhu bon thanh xung quanh.
San 1am bang thép tam.

Ria céc tam thép déu dugc udn gap mép, tao thanh mot cai khay nong
sau chimng hai phan rudi. T6i doan 13 dé chira cac chat 1ong tran ra. Co du
thir cac loai chat 1ong c6 thé chdy ra trong cac xa lim. Chiéc khay duoc
cham han giap mbi phia trong mot thanh sit chay quanh cac song sit thang
dung. Khong co dinh vit nao dong qua san. Cac xa lim khong duoc vit ¢d
dinh Xuéng san. Chung chi nam do, ba cau trac doc 1ap ddt trong mot can
phong cii 16n.

Ban than cin phong cii 16n c6 tran cao giéng hinh céi thung. Tat ca
gach déu phu 16p son tring con moi, song trong cii va mém. C6 nhiing
ngudi co thé nhin kich thude gach va kiéu nguoi ta xép gach ma noi dugc
chinh xac mot toa nha nam ¢ dau, xay dung khi nao. Toi khong phai mot
trong s6 d6. Nhung du thé, véi toi, noi ndy cé nét cia ving East Coast. Thé
ky mudi chin, xay bang tay. Lao dong nhap cu, 1am nhanh va lam 1au. C6 18
t6i van dang & New York. Va chic chén t6i dang & dudi long dat. Noi nay
¢6 vé nhu mot tang ham.

Khong am, khong mat, nhung vé nhiét do va do am thi lai on dinh do
bi chon duéi long dat.

T6i nam trong chiéc ciii giita ba chiéc. Tdi co chiée ciii minh dang bi
cong vao, va mot toa 1ét. TAt ca chi co thé. Chang c6 gi khac. Toa 1ét dugc
quiy lai bang mot tim manh ba mat hinh chit U cao tam mét tam. Bon nude
trong toa 1ét c6 phan trén 16m tao thanh chau rira. T6i co thé trong thay voi
nudc. Chi mot cai. Chi ¢6 nuée lanh. Hai chiée ciii con lai trong hét nhu
vay. Ciii, toa 1ét, chang gi khac nita. Chay tir mdi xa lim ra 1a nhiing duong
mo1 dao trén san phong. BPuong ranh hep, c6 ba duong ca thay, hoan toan
song song voi nhau, dugc dao 1én, lap lai va 1am nhin bang bé tong méi.
T6i doan d6 1a duong nudce thai ndi tir toa 1ét, va duong nude dan t6i voi.

Hai ciii con lai khong c6 ngudi. Té1 chi c6 mot minh.
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O gbc xa ciia phong, noi tudng giao véi tran c6 mot camera theo dai.
Mot mét quan sat bang kinh nho va sang. Co 1& cac 6ng kinh goc rong, dé
ddng thoi bao quat ca cin phong. Dé theo ddi duoc ca ba xa lim. To6i nghi
s€ cO cac microphone nira. Co thé nhiéu hon mdot chiéc, mot s dat gﬁn Xa
lim. Nghe trom bang thiét bi dién tir 12 diéu kho khan. Do 1d nét co ¥ nghia
quan trong. Tiéng vang trong phong c6 thé lam hong moi thu.

Chan tréi t6i hoi dau. Mot vét thuong do ddm va mot vét bam, dung
noi mii tén cim vao. Mau trén quan t6i da kho lai. Khong bi chay nhiéu.
T6i thr dd chic cta nhitng chiéc cong ¢ ¢b tay va mat ca. Khong thé pha
dugc. Toi giat va dap chung khoang nira phut. Khong phai c6 gang dé thoat
ra. Chi dé kiém tra xem tdi c6 bi ngat khi c¢6 1am thé hay khong, va nham
thu huat su chi y ctia bat ky ké nao d6 dang quan sat qua camera theo doi va
nghe qua cac microphone.

T6i khong ngét di 1an nita. Pau t6i dau mot chut khi tinh tdo ra, con
su gang sic khong hé khién chan t6i bot chat ran rat. Nhung ngoai tat ca
nhing triéu ching vat vanh 4y ra thi t6i cam thdy hoan toan 6n. Sy cha y
ma toi d 16i kéo bi tri hodn hon mot phit roi xuat hién dudi hinh dang mot
gd dan 6ng toi chua timg thiy, budc téi véi mot chiée éng tiém dudi da.
Mot dang nhan vién y té. Trong tay kia ctia anh ta 1a mot cuc bong uét, san
sang quet qua khuyu tay toi1. Tay nay dung lai phia ngoai ciii nhin to61 qua
cac chan song.

T6i hoi, “P6 1a liéu gdy chét ngudi ha?”

Ga dap, “Khong.”

“Anh c6 thim quyén tiém mét lidu gy chét nguoi khéng?”
“Khong.”

“Vay thi nén lui xa ra. Bo1 du anh c¢6 tiém t61 bao nhi€u lan di nira,
sau do to1 s€ ludn tinh lai. Va mot trong nhitng 1an ay t61 s€ 1ong lén va tim
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duoc anh. Hodc to1 s€ bat anh xo1 thir d6, hoac t61 s€ cam vao dit anh va
tiém no tu phia trong day.”

“Pay 1a thudc giam dau,” gi dan ong ndi. “Mot loai c6 tac dung giam
bt con dau. Cho chéan 6ng.”

“Chan to1 6n.”
“Ong chac khong?”
“Luira.”

Thé 1a ga 1am theo. Gi di ra qua mdt canh cira day lam bang gd son
trang hét nhu nhiing buc tuong. Canh cira trong cii. N6 thoang kiéu gothic.
T6i timg thiy nhitng canh cira twong ty & cac tda nha cong cong xua cil, cac
truong hoc thanh phd, va nhitng d6n canh sat.

T6i lai tha dau xubng ciii. Chang c6 cai gbi nao. Tdi cham chim nhin
1én tran qua céc thanh sit va chuan bi tinh tri lai. Nhung chua téi mot phuat
sau, hai gd dan 6ng ma toi biét budc vao qua canh cira gd. Hai nhan vién
diéu tra lién bang. Hai ga tay sai, khong phai tay cam dau. Mot trong hai tay
nay mang theo khau Franchi 12. Trong c6 vé nd da dugc nap dan, 1én nong
va san sang. Tay con lai cam mot dung cu gi do trong tay, trén canh tay
quin mot doan diy xich manh. Tay cAm siing budc t6i sat chan song ciii toi,
tho nong sting vao roi gi mili sung vao hong toi va giit yén & d6. Tay cam
day xich m¢ khoa cira vao. Khong ding chia khéa, ma xoay vong sd sang
trai va phai. Dang khoa dung to hop s6. Ga mo ctra, budc vao trong, ding
lai bén canh ciii cua t6i. Dung cu trong tay ga giéng nhu mot chiéc kim,
nhung lai c6 ludi cat thay vi ham kep. Mot dung cu dung dé cat. Trong thay
t6i nhin no, tay ndy mim cudi. G3 nga nguoi vé trudc, phia trén thit lung
t6i. Nong khau stng dai 4n manh hon vao hong toi. Bién phap canh cdo
khén ngoan. Ngay ca khi hai tay con dang bi khoa, t6i van co thé gap ngudi
tir phan eo vé phia trudc va ra mot ¢t huc dau rat chuan. C6 thé khong phai
cti manh nhat cua t6i, nhung véi rat nhiéu luc tir ¢6 t6i ¢ thé khién ga nay
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ngu lau hon tho1i gian t61 da ngat. Co 1€ con 1au hon con dudi voi lung trang
nira. Pau to61 von da dau r6i. Mot ci va cham 16n nita cling s€ chang lam no
t¢ thém nhiéu duoc.

Nhung nong khau Franchi vAn ndm chéc chian ding chd va toi bi ha
xubng vi thé cua ké chi biét quan sat. Gi cam day xich g& xich roi trai ra,
nhu thé dé dung thtr. Mot soi s€ cot hai cd tay t61 vao eo, mgt s€ budc léy
hai mat c4, soi thir ba s& ndi hai soi kia v6i nhau. Cach tréi ti nhan theo
dung bai chuan. Mdi 1an toi s& c6 thé di chuyén mot budc chan va nhic hai
ban tay ra t6i hong, nhung tat ca chi c6 thé. Ga nay khoa tat ca cac xich,
cing va thu, roi gi dung thir dung cu ctia minh cit cac cong nhya. Ga Ui ra
khoi cai 16ng, dé cira mé va dong su ctia han cat khau Franchi di.

T6i doan 1 toi phai truot khoi céi ciii va ding day. Thé nén toi ding
yén tai chd. Ta phai kim him nhiing thing loi cua d6i thi. Ta phai nha
ching ra, mot cach cham chap va ban tién. Ta phai lam cho cac ddi thu
tham thay biét on cho ting chat phuc ting. Bang cach d6 c6 1& mdi ngay ta
sdng s6t ma chi mat di mudi mat mat nho, thay vi mat di mudi mat mat 1on.

Nhung hai tay nhan vién diéu tra lién bang ciing dd duoc huan luyén
hét nhu t6i. Diéu d6 thi 1 rdi. Ho khong dimg d6 dé chiu don va that vong.
Hai gi chi budc di, roi tay budc day xich ltc ndy goi véi tir cira, “Ca phé va
banh ngot chuyén qua 18i nay, bat cir lic nao 6ng mudn.” Cau néi nay lai
trat ganh nang 1én t6i, ding voi muc dich ndé duoc ndi ra. Chang hay ho gi
khi doi mot gio roi thi 1ét 16t dén ma ngiu nghién cac tht nhu thé t6i tuyét
vong lam. Thé dong nghia véi viée toi bi chinh con déi con khat cia minh
lam nhuc gitta noi céng cong. Chang hay ho chit ndo. VAy nén toi chi dé
mot khoang thoi gian chd mang tinh tuong trung roi truot ra khoi cili va 1é
budc ra khoi 1ong.

Canh ctra gd dan t6i mot phong ¢ cung kich thude va hinh dang nhu
phong chira nhiing chiéc ciit. Cung kiéu xay, cung mau son. Khong co6 ctra
s0. O gilra phong ¢6 mot cai ban go 16n. Hai chiéc ghé bén kia ban, ¢6 san
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ba tay nhan vién diéu tra lién bang. Mot chiéc & phia toi, dé tréng. Poi toi.
Trén ban, sdp thang hang mot cach gon gang 1a nhitng tht 1dy tir cac tai
quan 4o toi. Cudn tién mit, dugc dan phang va chén dudi dong tién xu sang
bong. Cudn ho chiéu cii cua téi. Thé ATM. Chiéc ban chai danh ring gap.
Thé Metrocard t6i di mua dé di tau dién ngdm. Danh thiép NYPD cua
Theresa Lee ma cd dua cho toi lac & can phong lat gach san trang duéi Ga
Trung tim. Tam danh thiép gia ma doi nguoi dia phuong cia Lila Hoth da
trao cho t6i & goc phd gitra dai 16 Tam va phd 35. Chiéc thé nhé toi mua &
ctra hiéu Radio Shack, cing 16p boc cao su mau hong. Cong thém may di
dong nip gap cia Leonid. Chin mén d6 khac nhau, timg mon déu tran trui
va ¢6 doc dudi nhitng bong dén sang gan trén tran.

Bén trai ban 1a mot canh cira khac. Ciing kiéu gothic, cung kiéu dong
g0, cung 16p son méi. Toi nghi nd dan tiép téi mot phong khac 1a phong thir
ba trong mot chudi ba phong tao hinh chit L. Hodc 1a phong dau tién trong
s ba phong, phu thudc vao quan diém ngudi nhin. Phu thudc vao viée
ngudi nhin 13 ké cam ti hay bi cam ti. Bén phai ban 1a mot ta ngan kéo
thap trong c6 vé 1a d6 dung cho phong ngi. Trén d6 1a mot chong khan an,
mot dong cdc bang xdp chdng 1én nhau, mot cai phich bang thép va mot dia
giéy dung hai chiéc banh viét quét nuong. Chan mang tat, toi chat vat tién
t6i d6 rét cho minh mot cde ca phé tir cai phich. Lam viéc nay d& hon mot
chut so véi dang ra phai thé do til ngin kéo thap. Hai ban tay bi xich khong
can tr& gi miy. Toi dung hai tay giit thap chiéc cdc, bung toi ban. Ngoi
xudng chiéc ghé tréng. Cui dau nhap ca phé tir coc. Viéc 1am nay khién toi
trong nhu dang dau hang, dung nhu muc dich né duogc sap dat. Hoac 1a cui
minh, hoac la chép thuan. Ca phé cling rat t&, chi Am am.

Ga cam dau khum tay lai dé phia sau ddng tién cua toi, nhu thé g
dang tinh cAm no 1én. Roi gi lac dau, ctr nhu tién 14 chi dé qua tim thuong
v6i gd. Qua strc tim thudng. Ga dua tay vé phia trudc va ding lai phia sau
cudn ho chiéu cua téi.

Ga hoi, “Tai sao no hét han r61?”
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T6i noi, “Boi khong ai co6 thé khién thoi gian dimg yén.”
“Y t0i 14, tai sao 6ng khong gia han?”

“Khong c6 nhu cau ngay. Kiéu nhu 6ng khong mang theo bao cao su
trong vi ay.”

Tay nay ngung mot 1at ro61 héi, “Lan cudi cung ong ro1 My 1a khi
nao?”

To1 no1, “LeE ra té1 da ngdi ndi chuyén véi cac ong, cac Ong bi€t ma.
Ong khong can phai ban vao t61 mgt mii tén nhu thé to1 la con vat gi do
tron khéi vuon thu.”

“Trude do ong da dugc canh bio nhicu lan. Va 6ng da thicu hop tac
ranh ranh ra d6.”

“Ong c6 thé da dép toi te tua.”
“Nhung t6i dd khong lam thé. Khong gay hai thi khong c6 16i.”

“Téi van chua nhin thay gidy to ctia cac ong. Toi thAm chi ching biét

tén cac ong nira.”
Tay nay chang noi gi.

T6i noi, “Khong gidy to, khong xung tén, khong doc 10i canh bao

Miranda[ﬁ]

nhi?”

, khong cao budc, khong luat su. Thé gidi moi1 can trudong,

“Ong noi dung roi day.”

“Roi, chuc may man voi kiéu do6,” toi néi. Téi liéc cubn ho chiéu cua
minh, nhu d6t nhién nhé ra diéu gi d6. Toi nang hai tay 1én xa hét muc co
thé va nga ngudi vé trude. Toi ddy cde ca phé khoi han cho khéi vudng, dé
nd nim gilra cudn hd chiéu va chiéc thé ATM. Tdi nhit hd chiéu 1én nheo
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nheo mét nhin né va 14t 1at nhiing trang & cudi. Téi nhun vai, nhu thé tri
nhé d3 Lira d6i minh. Toi lai bé ho chiéu lai chd ci. Nhung t61 dat khong
dung vao chd cua nd. My soi xich hoi can tré ti. Ria cimg cta cudn ho
chiéu va vao coc ca phé lam né d6. Ca phé tran ra, ban tde ra mit ban va
chay thang vé canh ban bén kia vao long tay cam dau. Gi 1am diéu ma ai
cling lam. Ga nhay Iui lai, ntra dimg nira ngdi va v4 vao khong khi nhu thé
modi 1an v4 c6 thé day timg phén tir ciia dong chét 1ong di hudng khac.

“Xin 101,” t01 noi.

Quan gi udt siing. Thé nén bay gid ganh ning nam & phia gi. Co hai
lya chon: hodc ngat quang mach tham van bang viéc nghi mot chat dé thay
quan, hoic tiép tuc vdi chiéc quan udt. Toi thdy gi nay dang cin nhac. Ga
khong duoc bi hiém nhu ga tu nghi vé minh.

Tay cam dau chon phuong an tiép tuc vdi chiéc quan uét. Ga vong vé
phia ti ngan kéo, thaim quan bang khan giay. R61 gd mang lai may to dé lau
ban. Ga phai c6 gang lam ma1 khong c6 phan ing gi, ma ban than viéc nay
da 1a mgt phan g roi.

(G2 hoi lan nira, “Lan cudi cung 6ng ro1 My 1a khi nao?”

To1 nod1, “To1 khong nhé.”

“Ong sinh ¢ dau?”

“To1 khong nhé.”

“Moi nguoi déu biét minh sinh ra & dau.”

“Céch day da lau ro61.”

“Néu can thiét, ching ta s€ ng6i day ca ngay.”

“To1 sinh ¢ Tay Berlin,” to1 noi.

“Va me ong la nguoi Phap a?”
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“Ba 4y la ngudi Phap.”

“Gio ba ay lam gi?”

“Chét.”

“Xin 16i.”

“Po co6 phai 16i ciia dng dau.”

“Ong c6 chic 6ng 1 cong dan My khong?”

“Cau hoi nay 1a kiéu gi thé?”

“Cau hoi thang than.”

“Bo Ngoai giao My da cap cho t6i mot cudn ho chiéu.”
“Viéc ong xin cap ho chiéu c6 trung thuc khong?”
“To1 c6 da ky vao don khong?”

“To1 tudng tugng la 6ng da ky.”

“Thé thi toi tudng tuong 14 no trung thyc.”

“Trung thyc nhu thé nao? Ong duoc nhap tich a? Ong sinh ra ¢ nudc
ngoai va bé me 1a nguo1 nudc ngoai ma.”

“Téi sinh & mot cin ctr quan sy. Noi d6 dugce coi 1a ldnh thé M§. Cha
me t6i c6 quan hé hon nhan. Cha t6i 1a cong dan My. Ong 4y 1a linh thay
danh bo.”

“Ong c6 thé chimg minh tat ca diéu d6 chir?”

“To1 phai lam thé sao?”
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“DPay la viéc quan trong. Viéc ong co phai cong dan My hay khong cé
thé anh huong toi nhitng gi sip xay ra voi 6ng.”

“Khong, vi¢c to1 kién nhan dén muac nao s€ anh hudng té1 nhitng gi
sdp xay ra voi tor.”

Tay ngdi phia trai dung ddy. Ga 1a ké da gi manh miii khau Franchi
vao hong toi. Ga budc thiang tir phia sau ban sang trai va di ra ngoai, qua
canh ctra gd vao cin phong thr ba. T6i liéc thay nhiing chiéc ban lam viéc,
may tinh, td dung ho so, nhitng hdc ta ngin nhoé co khoa. Khong c6 ngudi
nao khac. Canh ctra nhe nhang khép lai sau lung ga nay va can phong chiing
t6i ngdi trd nén yén tinh.

(Ga cam trich hoi, “Me ong la nguoi Algeria a?”
To1 nod1, “T61 vira méi bao ong rang ba ay la nguoi Phap.”
“Mot sO6 nguoi Phap 1a nguoi Algeria.”

“Khong, nguoi Phap la nguoi Phap con nguoi Algeria la nguoi
Algeria. Chang phai khoa hoc cao siéu uyén béac gi dau.”

“Dugc 161, mot so6 ngudi Phap cd goc la nguol nhap cu tu Algeria.
Hoac tir Morocco, hoac Tunisia, hoac mot noi khac & Bac Phi.”

“Me t61 khong phai thé.”

“Ba 4y 1a nguoi theo dao Hoi 4?7
“Tai sao 6ng mudn biét?”

“T6i dang diéu tra.”

Toi gat dau. “Co 1€ di€u tra vé me toi1 thi an toan hon di€u tra vé me

29

ong.

“Y ong la gi?”
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“Me Susan Mark 1a mot gai diém nghién ngap vi thanh nién. Cé khi
me 6ng 1am viéc cung ba ta day. Co thé ho bat khach voi nhau.”

“Ong dang cb lam t6i ndi dién day ha?”

“Khéng, t61 dang thanh cong thi c6. Mit 6ng do bam hét con quan thi
udt hét ca. Ma 6ng thi hoan toan chang di téi dau. Tém lai t6i khong nghi
phién tham vin hom nay s€ duogc viét 1am tai liéu huin luyén dau.”

“Day khong phai tro dua dau.”
“Nhung n6 dang nga vé huéng do.”

Tay nay ngimg ndi, sap xép lai suy nghi. G dung ngén tré chinh lai
chin mén d6 truéc mat minh cho thang thanh mot hang. Ga xép cho chiing
thang roi day chiéc USB tién khoang hai phan vé phia toi. Ga néi, “Ong da
gidu thtr ndy lac chung toi kham nguoi ong. Lic trén tau Susan Mark da
trao n6 cho ong.”

To1 no1, “To1 giau ha? Co ay trao cho to1 a?”

Ga gat dau, “Nhung n6 trong, voi lai du sao n6d cting qua nho. Chiéc
kia dau?”

To1 hoi, “Chiéc kia nao?”
2
“Chi€c nay ro rang la d6 gia d€ nhur moi. Chi€c that nam & dau?”

“Susan Mark chang dua gi cho t6i. T61 mua chiéc nay ¢ ctra hi¢u
Radio Shack.”

“Vi sao?”
“To1 thich hinh thirc cia nd.”

“Vi 16p boc mau hong a? V& van.”
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T6i chang noi gi.

G3 hoi, “Ong thich mau hong ha?”

“Nhung phai & dung chd.”

“Chd do 1a chd thé nao?”

“Chd ma lau roi 6ng khong c6 & do.”

“Ong gidu n6 ¢ dau?”

To1 khong tra 101.

“N6 ndm & mot chd trong co thé phai khong?”

“Ong nén hy vong 1a khong. Ong vira so vao né roi ma.”

“Ong thich kiéu ay 1dm ha? Ong c6 phai dan dong tinh khéng vay?”

“Loai cau hoi dé co6 thé hiéu qua & Guantanamo, nhung s¢ khong hi¢u
qua vo1 to1 dau.”

Ga dan 6ng nhin vai, dung dau ngén tay kéo chiéc USB tr¢ vé hang,
doan ddy dong thoi tim danh thiép gia va dién thoai di dong ctia Leonid vé
phia trudc ching hai phan, nhu thé chuyén quan trén ban co. Ga néi, “Ong
da lam viéc cho Lila Hoth. TAm danh thiép chtng t6 rang dng da lién hé véi
d6i ma co ta thué, con dién thoai ctia ong cho thay co ta da goi ong it nhat
sau cudc, sd dién thoai cua khach san Four Seasons co trong by nh¢ cua

29

may.
“No khong phai dién thoai cua t61.”
“Chiing t6i tim thdy no trong tli ong.”

“Lila Hoth da khong & khach san Four Seasons, nguoi ta bao vay.”
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“Chi do ching t6i yéu cau ho hop tac. Ca hai chung ta cing biét rang
co ta dd 0 d6. Ong da gip co ta ¢ d6 hai 1an, va cb ta d3 bo cudc hen thu
ba.”

“Chinh x4c thi c6 ta la ai?”
“DPo 1a dieu 6ng can phai hoi trude khi dong ¥ 1am viée cho ¢ ta.”
“To1 khong lam cho co ta.”

“Chiéc dién thoai ching minh 1 c6. Khong phai khoa hoc cao siéu
uyén bac gi.”

To1 khong noi gi.

Tay nay hoi, “Hién Lila Hoth & dau?”
“Ong khong biét 42”

“Chiing t61 biét bang cach nao?”

“To1 cho 1a cac 6ng da tum co ta trudce to1, khi co ta trd phong. Trudc
khi 6ng ban tén vao t61.”

Tay cam dau khong noi gi.

To1 no1, “Sang hom ay cac ong da c6 mat ¢ do. Cac 6ng da luc soat
phong ¢6 ta. Toi cho 1a cac dng da theo doi co ta.”

Tay nay van khong noi gi.

T6i noi, “Cac 6ng da dé song mat ¢ ta, dung khong? Co ta diéu ngay
qua mili cac ong. Thé mai tuyét. Pam cac 6ng 1a hinh mAu cho tat ca chung
t6i day. Mot nguoi nudc ngoai ¢6 mdi quan hé khong binh thuong véi Lau
Nam Goc, thé ma cac 6ng dé cho c6 ta di hay sao?”

“P6 1a mot that bai,” g ndi. Ga trong c6 vé hoi bdi rdi nhung tdi cho
1a gi khong can phai thé. Boi roi khoi khach san trong tinh trang bi theo ddi
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la mdt viéc tuong dbi d&. Ta thuc hién béng cach khong thuc hién. Béng
cach khong ra di ngay 1ap tirc. Ta giri 46 dac xudng qua nhan vién khach
san bé‘mg thang may chd dd, ddm nhan vién diéu tra thi tim tum & sanh, ta
roi thang may danh cho khach & mét tang khac va chui vao chd nao d6
ching hai tiéng cho t6i khi cac nhan vién diéu tra bo cudc va roi khoi do.
R6i ta di ra. Lam thé nay cang théng nhung dé lam, dic biét khi ta da dat
mot phong khac trong khach san nay bang mot cai tén khac, diéu ma chac
chan Lila Hoth d3 lam, it ra 1 dat phong cho Leonid.

Ga cam dau hoi, “Hién cb ta & dau?”

T61 noi, “Co ta la ai?”

“La ngudi nguy hiém nhat 6ng timng gap.”

“C0 ta trong khong co vé thé.”

“P6 1a 1y do ¢6 ta nguy hiém day.”

T6i noi, “T6i khong biét gid o ta & dau.”

C6 mot khoang lang dai, réi ga cAm dau dua tAm danh thiép gia cung
dién thoai cua Leonid tr¢ lai hang va déy danh thiép cua Theresa Lee Ién.
G4 hoi, “Vién tham tir biét dén mirc nao?”

“Chuyén do co lién quan gi?”

“Trudc mat chung toi ¢ chudi cong viéc kha don gian. Ching toi can
tim ra me con nha Hoth, cin léy lai chiéc USB that, va trén hét ching to61
can bit lai nhitng thong tin ro ri. Thé nén chung t6i can biét né da lan dén
dau. Thé nén chiing t6i can biét ai biét duoc gi.”

“Chang ai biét gi. Nguoi biét it nhat 13 t6i.”

“Pay chang phai cudc thi dau. Ong chang gianh dugc diém nho
chéng dbi dau. O day chung ta déu cuing mot phe.”
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“T6i khong cam nhan dugc nhu thé.”

“Ong can xem xét van dé nay mot cach nghiém tac.”
“Tin toi di, toi dang thé day.”

“Thé thi n6i cho chung toi biét ai biét nhitng gi.”

“To1 khong phai nguodi doc duge suy nghi ciia nguoi khac. Toi khong
biét ai biét gi.”

T6i nghe tiéng canh cira bén trai mo ra lan nita. Tay cam dau quay
nhin va gt dau ra hiéu doéng . Toi quay ngudi thi thay gi ngdi trén chiée
ghé bén trai. Tay gi cam mot khau sung. Khong phai khau Franchi 12.
Khau sung ban tén. Hin ning 1én va bop co. T6i né ngudi, nhung da qua
muon. Mili tén cam trang vao phan trén canh tay toi.
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44

TOI TINH DAY LAN NUA, nhung 1an nay khéng mé mat ngay. Toi
cam thay dong ho trong 6c di hoat dong trd lai, t6i mudn dé nd cin chinh
va 6n dinh ma khéng bi khudy dong giira chimg. Lic nay nd bao 6 gid
chiéu. Nghia 13 t6i d3 ngat thém chimg tam gio nita. Toi rat do6i va khat.
Canh tay t6i thdy dau hét nhu da thiy ¢ chan lic trude. Mot vét bam nho
noéng rat, ngay phia trén canh tay. Toi cam thiy rang minh van khéng co
gidy. Nhung hai c6 tay va mat ca toi khong bi ¢t vao chan song cua ciii sit.
Nhu thé nay that thoai mai. Toi ludi biéng dudi ngudi va dung long ban tay
xoa mat. Thém it rau moc lén. Rau dang moc thanh kiéu nhu thuong 1€ roi.

T6i m& hai mét. Nhin quanh. Phat hién ra hai diéu. Mot: Theresa Lee
O trong clii bén trai to1. Hai: Jacob Mark trong ciii bén phai t6i.

Ca hai nguoi déu 1a canh sat.

Chang ai trong ho di giay.

D6 1a khi toi bat dau lo lang.

Néu t6i dung va lic nay 1a 6 gio chiéu thi Theresa Lee da bi 16i tir nha
di. Con Jacob Mark bi dua di tr noi lam viéc. Ca hai dang nhin to61. Lee
dtng sau nhitng song sit cta chiéc ciii giam ¢, chi cach mét rudi. C6 mic
quan jean xanh nuéc bién va 40 so mi trang. CO di chan tran. Jake dang
ngdi trén clii. Anh ta mic dong phuc si quan canh sat, chi trir viéc 13 thiéu
that lung, sung, bd dam va gidy. Toi ngdi thang day trén ciii, xodi chan ra
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trén san va lua hai ban tay vao toc. Roi t6i ding day, budc téi bon rira, uéng
nudc tir voi. Chic chin 1a thanh phé New York roi. T6i nhan ra mui vi cua
nuéc. Toi nhin Theresa Lee va hoi ¢o, “Co biét chinh xac noi chiing ta dang
& khong?”

Co dap, “Ong khong biét a?”
Téi lac dau.

Co ndi, “Chung ta phai gia dinh rang noi nay da dugc lap thiét bi
nghe 1én.”

“Chéc chan 1a thé roi. Nhung ho da biét noi chung ta dang ¢. Thé nén
chiing ta s& khong cho ho thir gi ma ho khong co san.”

“To1 khong nghi rang chiung ta nén noi gi.”

“Chuing ta c6 thé ban vé nhitng van dé lién quan dén dia ly. T6i khong
nghi Luat Yéu nudc cdm dé cap cac tén phd, it nhat 1a chua.”

Lee chang noi gi.

T6i noi, “Gi the?”

Co trong khong yén tam.

To1 no1, “Co nghi 1a to61 dang choi dua véi ¢6 ha?”
C6 chang noi gi.

Tbi bao, “C6 nghi 1a t6i c6 mit & day dé dit bay co noi gi d6 va ghi
am ha?”

“T6i khong biét. Toi khong biét gi vé ong ca.”

“Trong dau c6 nghi gi?”
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“Cac cau lac bo éy o Bleecker g?m dai 16 Sédu hon Broadway. Ong co
thé 1én tau A ngay & d6. Hodc B, C hay D. Viy tai sao ong lai ¢ mit trén
tau tuyén 62"

“Quy luat tu nhién,” t6i ndi. “Chung ta da duoc lap trinh sin trong
ndo. Gifra dém, day bong t61, ban nang khién tat ca cac loai c6 vl hudng vé
phia Dong.”

“That sao?”

“Khong, to1 chi bia ra thé thoi. To1 chang c6 noi nao deé tdi1. Toi roi
khdi mot quan bar roi 1€ trai va cudc bg. To1 chang thé giai thich thé nao 1a
tot hon lam nhu vay.”

Lee khong noi gi.
To1 noi1, “Con gi nira khong?”

Co ndi, “Ong khong co thi xach. Toi chua bao gio thdy nguoi vo gia
cu nao khéng mang gi. Hau hét ho déu tha theo minh nhiéu d6 dac hon moi
thir d6 t6i ¢6. Ho dung xe day nguoi ta hay dung khi mua sam.”

“To1 khac,” t61 no1. “Ma to1 khong phai nguot vo gia cu. Khong nhu
ho.”

C6 chang noi gi.
T6i hoi Lee, “Co bi bit mat dua téi day a?”

C6 nhin t6i mot lac 1au roi lic dau va tho dai. C6 noi, “Ching ta dang
& trong mot dén ciru hoa da bo di & Greenwich Village. Trén phd 3 Tay. Tir
ngang mat dudng trd 1én khong duogce str dung. Ta dang & trong ham.”

“Co biét chinh x4c nhiing tay nay la ai khong?”

Lee khong noéi. Chi liéc 1én phia camera. T6i néi, “Ciing ciing mot
nguyén tic thoi. Ho biét ho 1a ai. it ra thi t6i hy vong 1a thé. Co biét rang
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chung ta biét ho 1a ai thi ciing chang hai gi cho ho.”
“Ong nghi thé sao?”

“Van dé co ban 1a thé day. Ho khong thé ngin ta suy nghi. C6 biét ho
la ai chu?”

“Ho khong trung gidy to. Hom nay khong, dém dau tién ho dén noi
chuyén véi ong ¢ don ciing khong nét.”

“Nhung sao?”

“Khéng cho xem gidy to ciing chang khac gi cho xem, néu nhu 6ng
thudc nhom duy nhat khong bao gior 1am viéc 4y. Ching ta d nghe mot sd
chuyén roi ma.”

“Vay ho 1a a1?”
“Ho lam viéc truc tiép cho B truong Qubc phong.”

“Thé chang c6 gi ngac nhién,” toi néi. “Thudng thi B trudng Qudc
phong 14 tay ngu don nhét trong chinh phu.”

Lee liéc 1én camera 1an nita, nhu thé toi vira méi ling ma nod. Nhu thé
t6i vira lang nhuc né. Tdi noi, “Pung lo. Toi thidy dam nay tréng co dang
cuu quan nhan, nhu vay ho da biét Bo truong Quéc phong ngu thé nao roi.
Nhung du c6 thé thi B truong Qudc phong 1a mot chan trong ndi cc,
nghia 1a xét cho cung nhiing tay nay 1am cho Nha Trang.”

Lee ngimg mot 1at rdi hoi, “Ong biét ho mudn gi khéng?”
“Vai thu.”

“Ping noi cho chiing t6i biét.”

“To1 s€ khong ndi,” to1 bao.

“Nhung du 16n so v6i tim Nha Trang khong?”
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“Toi cho la c6 the.”

“Khi that.”

“Ho dén chd ¢b lac nao?”

“Chiéu nay. Hai gio. T6i van con dang ngu.”
“Ho di cung NYPD cha?”

Lee gat dau, chut dau don hién 1én trong mat co.
Tdi hoi, “Co biét cac canh sat tuan tra ch?”

Lee lic dau. “Pam chéng khing bd canh cao. Ho ty viét ldy cac
nguyén tic va ty tach minh ra. Sudt ca ngay ho luon 10 trén may xe hoi dic
biét. Poi khi 12 xe taxi gia. Mot gi ngdi trude, hai gd & ghé sau. Ong c6 biét
diéu d6 khong? Cac vong 16n, trén dai 10 Muoi, dudi dai 16 Hai. Giéng nhu
may bay B-52 tuan tra bau troi vay.”

“Gio 1a may gio r6i? Khoang 6 gid 6 phut a2”

Nir tham tir nhin xuéng dong ho deo tay va c6 vé ngac nhién. “Chuan
lu6n,” c6 noi.

To1 quay sang huong khac.

“Jake nay,” t61 noi. “Con anh thi sao?”

“Ho dén chd toi trudc. Toi dd ¢ ddy tir trua. Xem anh ngn.”
“C0 tin gi tir Peter khong?”

“Chang gi ca.”

“T6i rat tiéc.”

“Anh ngay diy, anh biét cht?”
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“Nguoi t6i chita day thudc an than danh cho dudi woi. Tir mot khau
sting ban tén.”

“Anh gion choi hoai.”

To61 cho Jake xem vét mau trén quﬁn, rOi tGi Vet trén vai.
“Thé qua la dién,” anh ta néi.

“Luc ho bat anh dang 1am viéc ha?”

Anh gat dau. “Si quan diéu phéi goi to1 trd lai tru sd, ho dang doi to1

§do.”
“Thé 14 don vi biét anh dang & ddu phai khong?”
“Khéng cu thé,” anh dap. “Nhung ho biét ai di dwa toi di.”
“Tin nay hay day,” t61 noi.

“Khéng han,” Jake noi. “Pon vi s& chang 1am gi cho t6i. Nhimg gi
nhu nay xuét hién, dot nhién anh dinh cham. Ty nhién bi cho 13 méc toi gi
d6. Nguoi ta bat dau xa lanh toi roi.”

Lee noi, “Giéng nhu khi Phong Piéu tra Noi bo dén goi hoi.”
To1 hoi ¢, “Sao Docherty lai khong ¢ day?”

“Anh ta biét it hon t6i. Thyc ra anh ta di chu dong tranh dé biét it hon
t61. Ong khong nhéan thiy diéu d6 a2 Anh ta 1a tay ddy kinh nghiém.”

“Anh ta la dong sy cua c6 ma.”

“HOm nay thi thé. Pén tuan t61 anh ta s€ quén han rang anh ta tirng c6
mot dong su. Ong biét moi chuyén ki€u nay dién ra thé nao ma.”

Jake noi, “O day chi c6 ba xa lim. C6 thé Docherty & mot noi khac”
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To1 hoéi, “Nhiing tay nay da noi chuyén voi hai nguoi chua?”
Ca hai cung lic dau.

To1 hoi, “Hai nguoi ¢6 lo khong?”

Ca hai gat dau. Lee hoi, “Ong thi sa0?”

“T6i ngti ngon,” toi dap. “Nhung t6i nghi chu yéu do thudc an than
thoi.”

Lic 6 gio 30 ho mang thic an cho ching t6i. Banh sandwich thit
ngudi, dyng trong hop nhwra c6 nip, ho xoay nghiéng hop roi diy qua song
sat. Cong thém cac chai nude. Toi ubng nudce trude roéi do day nude tir voi
vao chai. Sandwich cua t6i gdm xtic xich Y va pho mat.

Bita ngon lanh nhat toi ting an.

Pén 7 gio ho dua Jacob Mark di tham van. Khong cong. Khong xich.
Theresa Lee va toi ngdi trén cili, bi ngin cich bai song sat, cach nhau
ching hai mét rudi. Ching t6i khong noi chuyén nhiéu. Lee co vé phién
mudn, mét moi. Pén mét lic co 1én tiéng, “Khi hai Toa thap sup do, toi da
mat vai ngudi ban tét. Khong chi canh sat. Ca linh ctru hoa nita, nhiing
nguoi toi da 1am viéc cung. Nhitng nguoi t6i da quen biét nhiéu nim.” Co
no6i cir nhu nhitng thyc té iy s& ngan c6 khoi con dién cudng xuit hién vé
sau. T6i khong tra 10i Lee. Chu yéu toi ngdi im, hoi tudng lai nhitng cudc
hoi thoai trong dau. Tt ca nhitng kiéu ngudi di noéi voi toi. Trong nhiéu
gid. John Sansom, Lila Hoth, nhitng ga trong cin phong ké bén. Toi ra lai
toan bo nhimg gi ho di ndi, theo dung cach mot ngudi dong ta vudt long
ban tay doc theo cac thanh gb di bao dé tim nhiing noi con tho rap. C6 vai
chd. Co nhimng cau ky la dang nira nhan xét, nhitng sic thai khong binh
thuong, chit an ¥ khong phu hop. Toéi khong rd bat ky diém nao trong sb
nay c6 v gi. Khi dy thi khong. Nhung biét duge chiing c6 & day, tu than viéc
ay da 1a co gia tri.
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Luc 7 gio 30 ho dua Jacob Mark tré lai va dua Theresa Lee di thé chd
anh ta. Khong cum. Khong xich. Jake ngdi 1én ciii va vat chan ngdi xoay
lung lai phia camera. T61 nhin anh. D6 hoi. Anh nhun vai cyc nhe va dao
tron hai mat. Roi dit hai tay trong 10ng, khuat tim quan sat ctia camera, anh
ding ngén cai va ngédn tré tay phai 1am thanh khau sung. Anh v vao dui
minh va nhin vao dui t6i. Toi gat dau. Khau sung ban tén. Anh dua hai ngon
tay xudng gilta hai dau gbi va chia ngon tht ba ra phia trudc, bén trai. Toi
gat ddu 1an nita. Hai gi sau ban, g thtr ba bén trai c6 stng. C6 1& & 16i cira
dan sang can phong thtr ba. Canh gidi. Vi thé nén khong cong va khong
xich. T6i xoa hai bén thai duong va khi hai ban tay van dang gio 1én, t6i néi
ling bung trong miéng, “Giay cua ta & dau?” Jake cling lung bung dap lai,
“T6i khong biét.”

Sau d6 chiing toi ngdi im lang. To6i khong biét Jake dang nghi gi. Co
1€ nghi vé chi minh. Hodc Peter. Téi dang xem xét mgt lya chon gém co hai
kha ning. Co hai cach dé chéng lai thir gi d6. Tl bén trong, hodc tir bén
ngoai. Toi 1a tip ngudi bén ngoai. T trude dén gio déu ludn thé.

Pén 8 gio ho dua Theresa Lee trd vé va lai dua t61 di 1an nira.
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KHONG CUM. KHONG X{CH. R& rang ho nghi ring toi di sg khau
sung ban tén. Pung 1a t61 c6 sg, & muc do nhat dinh. Khong phai vi to1 s¢
nhing vét thuong nho do kim gay ra. Va khong phai vi ti so ngu, so nhiing
diéu xuét hién tir ngi hodc trong gidc ngu. Toi cling thich ngt nhu bat ky ai
khac. Nhung t6i khong mudn lang phi thém chut thoi gian nao. Toi cam
thdy minh khong thé chap nhan tiéu mat thém tam tiéng & tu thé nam ngira.

Nguoi trong phong sip xép dung nhu Jacob Mark d3 ra 4m hiéu cho
t6i. Tay cam dau ngdi & ghé giira. Céi tay da trong xich lic sang 1a ké dua
t6i vao, hin dé toi gitra phong va di téi chd ctia minh tai ban, bén phai gi
cam dau. Ga timg cam khau Franchi gid dting chéch vé phia trai, hai tay giir
khau stng ban tén. Cac mén d6 cta t6i van nam trén ban. Hodc ching di
duoc dua trd lai ban. Toi ngd rang chiing khong nam d6 khi Jake hay Lee ¢
trong phong. Khong c6 myc dich gi. Khong ly do gi. Khong lién quan gi.
Chung da duogc sép lai mét 1an nira, danh riéng cho toi. Tién, hd chiéu, thé
ATM, ban chai ring, thé di tau dién ngam, danh thiép ciia Lee, tim danh
thiép gia, chiéc USB, dién thoai di dong. Chin mon. TAt ca déu xudt hién va
chuan. o 1a diéu tét, bai toi can 14y it nhat bay moén trong sd do.

Ga ngdi & chiéc ghe gitra 1én tiéng, “Moi1 ngo1, 6ng Reacher.”

T6i tién vé phia ghé minh va cam thiy ca ba gi déu tha long. Ca ba
déu d3 lam viéc sudt dém sudt ngay. Gio thi ho thuc hién gio tham vén tha
ba lién tiép. Ma tham vén 13 viéc vat va. N6 doi hoi tap trung cao do va tim
1y linh hoat. N6 1am tiéu hao strc lyc cua ta. Thé nén ba g ndy mét moi. Bu
mét dé mat sy nhay bén. Ngay khi t6i huéng vé phia ghé cta minh, ca ba
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ro1 khoi hién tai va bude vao tuong lai. Ho nghi cac kho khan cua minh da
qua. Ho d3 bat ddu nghi vé phuong phap thim van. V& cau hoi dau tién cia
minh. Ho cho 1a t6i s& tién t6i ghé, ngdi xudng va sin sang ling nghe ciu
héi d6. San sang tra 151 no.

Ho d3 1am.

Khi con cach dich ntra budce t6i nhic ban chan 1én mé ban roi dudi
thang chan va day manh. Pay, chi khong phai da, bai toi khong di gidy. Cai
ban bat vé phia sau, mé ban bén kia trang vao bung hai g ngdi ghé va ép ca
hai tay ndy vao lung ghé. Pén liic d6 t6i di di chuyén sang trai. Tl tu thé
cti ngudi xudng, toi bt lao 1én vao ga tht ba giat khau sung phong tén khoi
tay ga va trong khi nguoi gi con thang do va so ho toi thiic manh gbi vao
ha bo gi. Gi budng khau sting, gip ngudi vé trudc, thé 1a t6i nhay mot bude
1én khong, ddi chan va thic thém mét géi vao mat ga. Nhu mot di¢u nhay
truyén thong cta Ireland. Toi xoay ngudi, ha khau sung xudng, bop co va
ban trang nguc gi cam dau. Roi toi nhay tdi ban, ding bang khau siing ban
tén nén mot, hai, ba phat manh va dir doi vao dau ga con lai, cho tan té1 khi
gi im han va ngling gidy giua.

Bdn gidy 6n 40 va bao luc, tir lic bat dau t6i khi két thuc. Bon don vi
thot gian va hanh dong riéng ré, duoc chuan bi riéng va thuc hién riéng. Cai
ban, khau sung ban tén, ga cam dau, ga thir hai. Mgt hai, ba, bon. Tron tru
va dé dang. Hai ga bi t6i nén da ngt va dang chay méau. Ga nam trén san thi
chay mau tir cai mili bi gidp, gi tai ban thi tir vét thuong sau trén dau. Bén
canh ga la ké cam dau, dang trén duong tdi cdi tién, ¢ su hd tro cla thudc,
hét nhu t61 da trai qua hai lan. Xem canh nay that tha vi. C6 xay ra mdt
dang liét co. Gi nay dang truot xudi xudéng ghé, bat luc, nhung hai mat g
dong day nhu thé van y thirc dugc moi viée. Toi nhé lai nhitng hinh xoay tit
va ty hoi lidu gi cling c6 dang trong thay ching khong.

ROi t6i xoay ngudi quan sat cira din vao cin phong thir ba. Van con
thiéu tay nhan vién y té. Co thé nhiing ké khac nira. Co thé rat nhiéu ké
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khac nita. Nhung cénh cira van déng im. Cin phong thir ba van yén tinh.
T6i quy xudng kiém tra bén dudi 4o khoac gi thir ba.

Khéng c6 khau Glock ndo. Gi deo bao stng quang qua vai nhung bao
rong. C6 1& d6 1a quy dinh chuan. Khong mang vii khi & bat ky phong kin
nao khi c6 mat ti nhan. Toi soat nguoi hai gi con lai. Két qua hét nhu vay.
Céc bao stng quang qua vai lam bang nylon do co quan chinh phu phan
phat, ca hai déu rong khong.

Cin phong thtr ba van yén ling.

T6i kiém tra cac ti. Tat ca déu rong. Tat ca dugce don sach. Chang co
gi ngoai nhiing thir v6 ich nhung ciing v6 hai nhu mau soi, nhitng déng xu
miac & duong chi. Khong chia khoa nha, khong chia khoa xe, khong dién
thoai. Chic chin khéng c6 vi, khong c6 kep phu hiéu, khong gidy to tuy
than.

T6i nhat khau stng ban tén 1én, cAm mét tay, chia vé phia trudc trong
tu thé san sang. Budc vé cin phong thir ba. M¢ toang cira va ning sing 1én
1am bd nhu nhiam vao muc tiéu. Stng van 1a sung, du né khong c6 dan va
khong ding ching loai. Chu yéu 1a nhitng an tuwong dau tién va cac phan xa
vo thue.

Phong thtr ba khong c6 nguoi.

Khong nhén vién y té, khong nhan vién yém trg, khong nhan vién hd
trg. Chang c6 ai hét. Chang c6 gi & do, trir nhitng thir d6 ndi that van phong
xam xit va bong den huynh quang. Can phong cling hét nhu hai phong con
lai, mot phong tang ham cii xdy gach son toan mau tring. Cung dién tich,
cung ty 1&. N6 c6 mot canh cira nita ma toi nghi 1a dan toi phong thar tu
hoic cau thang. Toi budc sang d6 va khé day cira.

Cau thang. Khong son, nam sau mdt 16p ddn mau xanh lyc cii mem
dang troc ra. To1 dong ctra lai lan nira va kiém tra d6 noi that van phong. Ba
ban lam viéc, ndm td ho so, bon ngan hoc nho co6 khoa, tat ca déu mau xam,
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tat ca déu khong son va thiét thyuc, tat ca lam bang thép, tat ca déu khoa.
Bang khoéa sd, gidng nhu cac xa lim, diéu nay 1a hop 1y, boi trong tai cac
nhan vién diéu tra chang c6 chia khoa nao. Trén ban 1am viéc khong c6 tap
tai liéu ndo. Chi c6 ba chiéc may tinh dang o trang thai cho va ba gia dién
thoai dimg. T6i bam phim cach trén ban phim mdy tinh va lan lugt bat ba
man hinh. Ting chiéc déu hoi mat khau. Toi nhac dng nghe rdi bAm nit goi
lai, 1an nao ciing két ndi ti tong dai. Cuc ky c6 ¥ thirc vé van dé an ninh.
K¥ ludng va théng nhat. Két thuc mot cude goi, dap 13y gitr ng nghe, bAm
0, gac may. Ca ba ga khong phai nhiing tay hoan hao, song cling chang phai
dang ngu dét gi.

T6i dimg yén mot luc. Toi thay that vong vé nhiing chiéc khoa so. Toi
mudn tim ra kho cua ho, nap lai khéau sung bén tén va ban hai nhan vién
diéu tra lién bang con lai bang khau sung dy. Va toi mudn lay lai giay cia
minh.

To1 s€ chang duoc man nguyén vé viéc nao.

To1 nhe nhang tro lai xa lim. Jacob Mark ngudc 1€n, nhin di noi khéac,
nhin lai. Kiéu ngap nging phan Gng kinh dién, béi toi chi c6 mot minh,
trong tay lai cam khau stiing ban tén. Toi nghi ho di nghe thay nhiing tiéng
on va cho rang toi dang bi nén nhir ttr. Toi doan 1a ho khong nghi tdi s& tro
lai som thé, tham chi khong nghi 1a t6i trd lai 4y chu.

Lee hoi, “Chuyén gi xdy ra thé?”

T6i dap, “Ho ngii r6i.”

“Nhu thé nao ma ngi cha?”

“To1 doan cau chuyén cua t61 lam ho chan.”
“Thé thi gid 6ng gap rac rdi to r0i.”

“Rac ro1 vi cai gi?”
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“Trudce day ong vo t01.”
To1 no1, “Tinh day di thoi, Theresa.”

Co khong dap 10i. T6i kiém tra nhitng chiéc khoa trén cira xa lim.
Chung 13 d6 tét. Trong c6 vé 1a loai chat luong cao va rat chinh xac. Chung
c6 tay nam nho han ra véi cac duong cham gon gang chay quanh ria, tir s6
mat toi ba muoi sau. Cac tay nim xoay theo ca hai chiéu. Toi xoay chiing
va chang cam nhéan duoc gi & cic ngodn tay trir tiéng vo vo coi thudng cia
su khang cu tu thi dd kim khi nhe nhang nhung chic chin. Cam nhan vé
trinh d0 san xuét rat cao. Chac chin t6i khong cam nhan thiy nhimg chiéc
13y khoa roi ra.

T6i hoi, “Co mudn toi dua ra ngoai khong?”

Lee noi, “Ong khong thé lam duoc.”

“Néu t6i c6 thé, cd c6 mudn toi lam khong?”

“Tat sao lai khong cha?”

“Vi khi ay c6 s& thuc sy gip ric roi. Néu co 6 lai, ¢6 1am theo ¥ ho.”
Co khong noi gi.

To1 nodi, “Jake nay, con anh thi sao?”

Anh héi: “Anh c6 tim thay giay cua ching ta khéng?”

T6i lac dau. “Nhung anh c6 thé muon giay ciia ho. Ho di ciing giay
chirng ¢ cta anh day.”

“Con anh thi sao?”
“Trén pho Tam c6 cura hang ban giay.”

“Anh s& di chan tran t&i do ha?”
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“Pay 1a Greenwich Village. Néu toi khong thé di bd chan tran ¢ day
thi con c6 thé di dugc & dau?”

“Lam sao anh c6 thé dua chung t61 ra?”

“Cac van dé va giai phap cua thé ky mudi chin, chéng lai sy chinh
xéac cta thé ky hai mét. Nhung s& kho khan. Thé nén t6i can biét bat dau tir
dau. Va anh can phai quyét dinh that nhanh. Boi ching ta chang c6 nhiéu
thot gian dau.”

“Trudce khi ho tinh day ha?”

“Trudc khi Home Depot dong cira.”

Jake noi, “Puoc roi, tdi mudn ra.”

To61 nhin Theresa Lee.

C6 ndi, “T6i khong biét. Toi chang 1am gi sai.”

“Thich nin na & day ma ching minh diéu 4y ha? Bgi lam duoc diéu
do6 thi kho. Chirng minh vo6 to1 ludon khé ma.”

Co chang no1 gi.

T6i noi, “Toi da nodi véi Sansom cach chung ta tim hiéu vé Hong
quan. Co biét ho so nhat gi khong? Khong phai chung ta dau. Ho s¢ ngudi
cta chinh ho nhét. Su tra tAn tan bao nhat dbi v6i ho 1a mét ca doi chiing
minh cho su v6 tdi cia minh, chirng minh hoai mai.”

Lee gat dau.
“T61 muodn ra,” ¢d noi.

“OK,” t6i néi. Toi kiém tra nhimg thtr can kiém tra. Udc lugng kich
thudc va trong luong.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ngoi yén,” to1 noi. “Khdng qua mdt gio nira toi s€ trd lai.”

Piém ding dau tién 1 phong bén canh. Ba tay nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang vin nam thang cang. Tay cam dau s& giit nguyén trang thai dé sudt
tam tiéng lién tuc. Hodc c6 thé 1au hon, bai trong lugng co thé cua gi chua
bang hai phan ba t6i. Trong mot gidy dang so, mot ¥ nghi xuat hién trong
dau toi rang co thé toi da giét ga. Mot lieu thude duoc tinh toan dé ha guc
mot ké tAm véc nhu t6i co thé trd nén nguy hiém véi ngudi nhé con hon.
Nhung luc ndy g van thd déu. Ma chinh ga 14 ngudi gay chuyén, nén rui ro
thudc vé gi chu.

Hai tay con lai s& tinh ddy sém hon nhiéu. C6 thé tuong doi som.
Nhitng chin thuong nho thi kho néi trude duge. Thé nén toi luc khip phong
nbi va giat toan bo cac cap ndi may tinh ra khoi tuong roi dem trd lai troi
hai tay ndy nhu tréi ga. Co tay, khuyu tay, mat ca, cd, tit ca déu bi budc
chat va ndi véi nhau. Lai déng nhiéu soi, v nhua, khong thé giat ra duoc.
T6i 10t tat ra, budc hai chiéc tat vao nhau rdi ding né nhét vao miéng gi bi
thuong & dau. Khé chiu cho ga, song to1 doan la hin s& dugc nhan mot
khoan bo sung do thuc hién nhi€ém vu nguy hiém, c6 1& hian xtng dang voi
khoan d6. Toi dé yén miéng cua gi con lai. Miii ga bi gidp, nén nhét gié vao
miéng cling d6ng nghia voi lam ga ngat thd ma chét. Toi hy vong gi s& luon
cam kich long nhan dao cua toi.

To1 kiém tra lai cong viéc cua minh, bo cac thr do tir trén ban vao tai
ro1 ro1 khoi toa nha.
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CAU THANG DAN LEN TANG MOT va dan ra ngoai dén phia sau
noi timg 13 chd dau cua xe ctru hoa. Co khoang san rong ddy phan chudt va
nhitng thr ric ngiu nhién day bi an tich lai trong céc toa nha di bo di.
Nhitng canh ctra 16n cho xe ra vao da bi khoa chit bang céc thanh sat han gi
cung 6 khoa cil. Nhung ¢ tudng bén trai c6 mot cira danh cho nhéan vién.
Pén duoc d6 chang phai chuyén dé. C6 mét 16i trong mot nira. Hau hét rac
trén san da bi nhitng budc chan qua lai da di, song van con nhitng manh vun
vuong lai gay kho khan cho viéc di chan tran. Cudi cung toi dung canh ban
chan gat nhitng thir d6 di va budc vao khoang tréng minh vira tao ra, mdi
1an mot bude. Tién cham chap. Nhung rot cudc toi cling dén duoc do.

Cura danh cho nhan vién da duoc lép khoéa ma1, nhung duogc bo tri dé
ngan ngudi ngoai vao chir khong ngin ngudi & trong ra. O bén trong chi cd
mot cai don don gian. Phia ngoai 1a khoa sd. Toi tim dugc trén san mot cai
ndi voi ctru hoa ning bang dong, lién dung nd dé bay cho ctra hé ra mot
khe. Toi dé yén nhu thé dé co 16i quay vao, roi bude ra mot con ngo, va, sau
hai budc chan can than, t6i dd ¢ trén via hé phd 3 Tay.

T6i thang tién téi dai 10 Sau. Chang ai nhin hai ban chan t6i. Pém ay
troi nong, co khoi phan da hip dan hon dang trung ra. Chinh t6i con nhin
ldy mot vai ving thit da trong sd ay ddy chir. Rdi t6i vy mot chiée taxi, nd
dua t6i di hai muoi khéi nha vé phia Bic va nira khoi vé phia Pong, t6i cira
hang Home Depot trén phd 23. Docherty da nhic dén dia chi nay. Trudc vu
tan cong dudi 16i FDR, bua d3 duoc mua ¢ d6. Cura hang sip dong cira
nhung ho van dé t6i vao. O khu ban dung cuy, t6i tim thidy mot chiéc xa beng
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dai mét rudi. Thanh thép lanh, day va khoe. Di trd lai quy tinh tién thi phai
qua khu ban db lam vuon, t0i quyét dinh dung mot miii tén ban hai con
chim bang cach ldy mot d6i ting lam vuon. Chung trong x4u xi, nhung con
hon chang c6 gi. Toi thanh toan bang thé ATM, t6i biét 1am thé nghia 1a dé
lai manh méi 1an theo trong may tinh, song ching c6 1y do gi dé che gidu su
that rﬁng to1 da ra ngoai mua vai thir dung cu. Dung kiéu khéc thi rdi vu
mua d6 nay ciing s& 16 r5.

Nhiing chiéc taxi luon 10 ¢ dudng phd bén ngoai nhu thi sdn mdi, tim
kiém nhimng nguoi c6 46 qua cong kénh khong thé mang duoc. Xét vé mat
kinh té thi diéu nay that kho hiéu. Tiét kiém nam d6 & cira hang 16n ban d6
gia dung r6i lai chi tdm d6 dé 16i n6 vé nha. Nhung luc ndy cach lam ay lai
hop vé&i toi. Trong mot phit toi dd lai 1én duong tré vé phia Nam. Tbi
xudng xe 1én phd 3 ¢ doan gan chir khong sat ngay toa nha 1a don ctiru hoa
cil.

Phia trudc mit ba mét, toi trong thdy tay nhan vién y té budc vao ngd.

Ga nay trong sach s&, da dugc nghi ngoi. Gi mic quan cd tong chéo,
4o phong trang, di gidy bong ro. Luan phién luc luong, t6i doan thé. Ba ga
nhan vién diéu tra lién bang “gic miéu” subt ngay, tay nhan vién y t& dam
nhiém ca dém. Pé dam béo rang téi sang cac ti nhan van con song. Vi hiéu
qua nhiéu hon vi nhan dao. Téi tudng tuong ra rang ludng thong tin dugc
coi 1a thtr quan trong hon bét ky quyén loi hay phic loi cia ca nhan nao.

T6i chuyén xa beng sang tay trai rdi chat vt chay that nhanh voi d6i
ing cao su rong dén ctra danh cho nhan vién trudc khi gi nhan vién y té di
han qua d6. Toi khong mudn gi da bo cai ndi voi cliru hoa va dé canh cira
khép lai sau lung minh. Viéc ay s& gay ra rac rdi ma t6i chang can. Ga nghe
thdy t6i lién quay ngudi o ngay 16i vao va gio hai tay 1én phong thu, toi x6
manh vao tay nay khién gi loang choang lao vao trong. Ga trugt phai rac va
khuyu mot gdi xubng. To6i tum ldy c6 gi, gitt & khoang cach mot tam tay,
ngoén chan khé day cai ndi voi ciru hoa cho canh cira khép lai t6i luc phat ra
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mot tiéng “kich”. Roi t6i quay lai dinh trinh bay cac giai phap ma toi danh
cho gi nhén vién y té, song thdy ring anh chang d3 hiéu van dé roi. Ngoan
ngodn, hodc an don. Tay nay chon cich ngoan ngodn. Ga phu phuc xudng
va gio hai tay 1én, mot cir chi biéu thi cach néi van tit ciia dau hang. Tbi
nhac xa beng & tay tri, bat tay nhan vién y té gio thang hai tay 1én dau va
tién thang vé phia cu thang. Ga im thit trén toan bd quing duong xudng
tang ham. Ga khong lam gi khién toi phién 1ong khi di vao can phong ding
lam phong lam viéc. Roi chung toi vao can phong thir hai, tay nhan vién y
té trong thay ba nhan vién lién bang trén san va cam nhan dugc diéu dang
chd doi minh. Ga tré nén cing thang. Adrenalin soi 1én. Nhiing phan tng
sinh hoc khi d6i mat voi nguy hiém. G4 mot 1an nita nhin toi, mot tay khong
10 day quyét tam di doi gidy di hom, tay cAm mot thanh kim loai 16n.

Ga 1m bat.

T6i hoi, “Anh biét ma khoa cac xa lim khong?”

Ga dap, “Khong.”

“Vay anh tiém thudc giam dau bang cach nao?”

“Qua song sat.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra néu ai d6 bj séc va anh khong thé vao trong?”

“To1 s€ phat goi.”

“Thiét bi clia anh & dau?”

“Trong két cua to61.”

“Cho t61 xem,” t01 no1. “Md ra.”

Chung tdi tro lai phong ndi, tay nhan vién y té dua toi t6i mot chiée
két va xoay nim mi. Ctra m& tung. T6i hoi anh ta, “Anh c6 thé mé thém
duogc ti nao khac khong?”
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Ga dap, ““Khong, toi chi c6 thé mé ti ndy.”

Trong két gi c6 mot loat gia, chat chong nhiéu loai dung cu y té.
Nhitng ong tiém con nam trong goéi, mot dng nghe, mot sé6 dng dung chat
16ng c6 mau, nhirng goi bong gon, thude, bang, gac, biang dinh.

Cong thém mdt lo nong dung cac vién nho xiu chira nitrogen.
Va mdt hop dung cac miii tén dung trong boc.

Xét vé mat quan 1y, diéu d6 dé hiéu. To6i tuwong tuong ra budi hop
quan 1y vé viéc viét chi dan hoat dong. Lau Nam Goéc. Cac si quan tham
muu phuy trach. Mot sd si quan cap thap cling c6 mat. Mot chuong trinh
hanh dong. Mot s6 161 khuyén tir BO Qudc phong nhit quyét rang dan cua
cac stng phong tén phai do mot si quan quéan y du tiéu chuan quan ly. Boi
thudc mé 1a mot loai thue gay nghién. Roi thé nay thé khac. R6i mot tay
phuc vu lau dai néi rang nitrogen nén khong phai thudc. Tay thr ba chi ra
rang chang c6 1y chut nao khi tach chat phong khoi thudc gdy mé. Cir thé
vong quanh. T6i tudng tugng ra cac nhan vién diéu tra buc boi rét cude
danh chiu va chép nhan. Puoc rdi thé nao cling dugc, ching ta tiép tuc thoi.

To1 hoi, “Chinh xac thi trong nhiing miii tén la gi?”

Ga dan 6ng dap, “Thudc giy té cuc bo giup cho ving bi ton thuong,
cong thém nhiéu thude an than.”

“Bao nhiéu thuoc an than?”
“Dbu dung.”
“Cho mot con duoi woi a?”

Tay nhan vién y té lic dau. “Liéu thap hon. Tinh toan du cho mot
nguoi binh thuong.”

“At la nguoi tinh toan?”
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“Nha san xuat.”

“Biét n6 dung nham muc dich gi khong?”

“Tat nhién 13 c6 chu.”

“Cung cac thong s6, don dit mua va moi thir 2"
“Vang.”

“Con thir nghi€ém?”

“0 Guantanamo.”

“Day that la mot dat nudce vi dai, nhi?”

(Ga nay khong noi gi.

To1 hoi, “Co phan img phy khong?”

“Khong.”

“Anh chic khong? Anh biét tai sao toi hoi day chir, phai khéng?”

Ga dan ong gat dau. Ga biét vi sao t6i hoi. P4 hét diy may tinh nén
t61 phai dé mat mot chat toi ga trong lac tim khau stng va nap dan cho no.
Nap dan cho khau stng nay 1a tro danh d6. Toi khong quen cong nghé. Toi
phai thyc hién chi dya trén kinh nghiém va logic. R0 rang co ché hoat dong
ctia co khién cho khi thoat ra. R rang khi ddy mili tén. V4, vé co ban, sung
1a nhitng ¢ may don gian. Chiing c6 phan trudc va phan sau. Nguyén nhan
va két qua dién ra theo mot trinh ty hop 1y. Toi hoan thanh cong viéc trong
vong bon muoi giay.

T61 no1, “Anh mudn ndm xudng san khong?”’

Tay nhan vién y té khong tra 10i.
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T6i nodi, “Anh biét ddy, dé dau anh khong bi dap xudng dat.”
G ta nam xudng.

T6i hoi g, “Thich ban vao chd nao? Tay hay chan?”

Ga dap, “Tot nhat vao chd c6 nhiéu co.”

“Thé thi 1at nguoi di.”

G 1at nguoi va toi ban vao mong ga.

To1 nap dan cho khau sung thém hai lan nita va ban tén vao hai nhan
vién diéu tra c6 kha nang tinh ddy. Viéc nay cho toi khoang thoi gian chimng
tam gio, trir phi c6 nhitng cudc viéng tham ngoai dy tinh. Hodc trir phi cac
tay nay co trach nhiém goi dién thong bao tinh hinh tirng gio. Hodc trir phi
d3a co mot chiéc xe dang trén duong dua chung tdi tré lai Washington.
Nhitng suy nghi trai nguoc nhau khién t6i thiy ntra thu tha nta khan
truong. Toi mang xa beng dén thang chd xa lim. Jacob Mark nhin t6i khong
noi gi. Theresa Lee nhin t6i va noi, “Bay gio & phd Tam ban gidy loai do
a?r”’

T6i khong tra 10i. Chi budc vong vé phia sau xa lim ctia ¢6 va choc
dau bet ciia xa beng vao ddy cai ciu tric dy. Roi toi ti toan bd trong luong
co thé minh vao thanh thép va cam thiy ca cai ciii di chuyén, chi mot chit.
Chi mot chat xju. Khong nhiéu hon mirc dan hoi ty nhién ciia thép.

“Lam thé ngdc qua,” Lee noi. “Pay 1a mot khdi khép kin doc 1ap. Ong
c6 thé 14t né nhung khi 4y t6i van bi nhét bén trong.”

To1 nod1, “Thyc ra khong phai né ding doc 1ap.”
“N6 khong duoc chét xudng san dau.”
“Nhung n6 duogc dudng thoat nude niu xubéng. Bén dudi toa 1ét 4y.”

“Piéu d6 co ich khong?”
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“To1 hy vong 1a ¢6. Néu to1 bay no Ién ma duong thoat nudc van gil
chat thi san s€ toac ra, c6 c¢6 thé bo ra.”

“No s¢ gitt chat cha?”
“Day la tro may rai. La mot cudc dau.”
“Gitra nhitng gi?”

“Luat phap thé ky muoi chin va mgt ctra hi¢u han sat vo trach nhiém
ctia thé ky hai moét ky hop dong véi co quan chinh phii. C6 thay san khong
phai dugc han ¢ khip noi khong? Chi han & vai noi thoi?”

“Po 1a ban chat cua han cham.”
“No khoe té1 mac nao?”
“Rat khoe. Co6 1€ khoe hon 6ng nudce cua toa lét.”

“Co thé khong. Thé ky mudi chin & New York co dich ta. Pai dich.
Tran dich giét chét rat nhiéu ngudi. Cudi cung lanh dao thanh phd tim ra
nguyén nhan gay ra dai dich, d6 13 nhiing chat thai nha vé sinh 1an vao nudc
ubng. Thé nén ho da xay dung cac duong cong thich hop. Va ho da xac
dinh cy thé moi tiéu chuan d6i v6i dng dan va cac khdp ndi. Sau chimg y
nam, nhiing tiéu chuan ay van ton tai trong quy dinh vé xay dung. Mot ong
nude nhu thé ndy c6 go ndi phu 1én trén mat san. Toi dam cé 1a n6 duge lap
dat con chac chan hon ca han cham. Nhiing tay cong nhan xay dung cong
trinh cong cong thé ky muoi chin ndy chon giai phap an toan. Con hon ca
mot cong ty thoi hién dai mudn léy tién ciia B6 An ninh quéc gia éy.”

Lee lang mot chut. R61 c6 thodng mim cuoi. “Vay nén hodc to1 s€
dugc dua ra khoi mot xa lim ctia chinh phu moét cach bat hop phap, hoac
ong thoat nudc s€ bat ra khoi san. Ki€u gi thi to1 cling khon nan.”

“Co6 no6i dung day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Lua chon tuyét qua!”
“Tuy ¢ c6 thoi,” to1 noi.
“Lam di.”

T6i nghe tiéng chudng ctia mot may dién thoai reo cach day hai can
phong.

T6i quy xudng lach dau chiéc xa beng vao chd né can vao, bén dudi
thanh sat ngang ¢ day xa lim, nhung khong dén muc cham ca vao day chiéc
khay dém dudi. Roi t6i ddy nd sang ngang mot chit cho dén khi ndé nam
ngay dudi mot trong may vét han hinh chit T nguoc, noi lyc sé& dugc truyén
nguoc 1én trén theo mot trong cac song sat thang dimg.

Céch day hai can phong, chudng dién thoai da ngimg do.

To1 nhin Lee noéi, “Hay ding 1én bon cau. Hay danh cho noé toan bd
luc ta c6 thé tao ra.”

Co leo 1én va dimg chic. Toi ndm 1dy toan bd phan chira ra cua xa
beng va ti manh xuéng roi tha cho no bat 1én mot, hai, ba l1an. Lyuc cta trén
mot trim mét cin dang chuyén dong, nhan véi luc cta tay don dai mét rudi.
Ba hién tuong xdy ra. Trudc tién, chiéc xa beng cay nén mot hdm nong trén
nén bé tong dudi chiéc ciii, xét v& mit co hoc thi nhu vay chua hiéu qua.
Thi hai 13 cAu tric cta toan bd cac song st bi bién dang mdt chut, nhu thé
cling chua du. Nhung thtr ba, mot manh sit sang loang bi tudt va lan ra.

“Do6 1a mot moi,” Lee kéu 1€n. “Nhu 1a trong han cham maéi ay.”

T6i 16i xa beng ra roi tim mét vi tri twong tu cach vé phia trai tim ba
muoi phan. Ném chat vao cac song sat, nam léy ph?m chtra ra, bat. Lai ba
hién twong nhu cii. Tiéng ken két ctia bé tong bi nghién thanh bot, tiéng rit
cua cac song sat bi ubn cong, tiéng mot miéng kim loai khac bat ra.

https://thuviensach.vn



Céach day hai can phong, may dién thoai thir hai bat dau d6. Mot am
diéu khac. Khan truong hon.

T6i dimg thang ngudi thd 1ay hoi. Lbi xa beng ra mot 1an nita, 1an nay
chéch vé bén phai sau muoi phan. Lap lai quy trinh cil, 1an nay phan thuong
12 mét vét han nira bi bé gay. ba duogc ba vét, con thém nhiéu nita. Nhung
gid t6i dd c6 nhitng chd biu tay twong d6i & song sit nam dudi ddy, noi
chiéc xa beng da tao nhimg chd cong hinh chit U can trén sat. Toi bo xa
beng xudng, ngdi xom hudng mit vao xa lim va ngtra hai ban tay nim lay
nhiing chd do. Nim chit, hit thd manh va sén sang nang lén. Hoi t6i thoi
khong xem Olympics nira thi cac luc si nang dugc ta nang téi hon tram mbt
ky. Toi nghi kha nang ctia minh thap hon muc ay nhiéu. Nhung toi doan
rang thp xa mic d6 ciing giai quyét duoc van dé.

Céch day hai can phong, dién thoai thir hai d3 ngimng d6 chudng.
Va dién thoai thir ba bat dau.
T6i nhdc manh 1én.

To1 nang dugec mot canh cua xa lim 1én cach mdt san chung ba muoi
phan. Mit san dam kéu kin kit va cong 1én nhu to gidy. Nhung khdi sat han
van bam chic. Hoi chudng dién thoai thir ba di ngimg. Toi ngude nhin Lee
va map may: “Nhay di.” C6 hiéu thong diép cua toi. CO 1a ngudi thong
minh. C6 nhay cao 1én khoi toa 16t va dap manh hai ban chan tran xubng
dung noi cac vét han dang chiu ap luc. Toi khong cam thiy gi qua hai ban
tay. Khong tac dong nao. Khong giat. Boi nhitng vét han roi ra ngay 1ap tic
va san gap lai thanh mang hinh chitr V. Nhu mdgt cai miéng. N6 rong chung
ba muoi phan va sdu ba muoi phan. Tét, nhung chua du. C6 18 mot dua tré
c6 thé chui qua d6, nhung Lee thi khong.

Nhung it nhat chiing t6i da ching minh dugc nguyén 1y. Mot ban ghi
cho cac nha lanh dao thanh phd thé ky mudi chin.
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Cach day hai phong, ca ba dién thoai cting d6 chudng. Cac am diéu
ganh dua v6i nhau, nhanh va khan.

T6i 1ay hoi 1an nita va sau d6 van dé chi 1a lap di lap lai chu trinh ba
budc kia, mdi 1an hai diém han. Chiéc xa beng, nang khdi ning, cli nhay.
Lee khong phai nguoi co tim véc, nhung du ¢ thé chung toi van can bé
gdy han mot hang diém han dai gin mét tim thi san mdi bi uén du cho ¢
chui ra. P6 1a vin dé sb hoc don thuan. Ria théng cua san tré thanh mot
phan cua chu vi bi uén cong, theo ty 16 mot phan ba. Chung toi mat kha
nhiéu thoi gian méi hoan thanh viéc nay. Gan tam phuat. Nhung cudi clng
chung t6i di 1am duoc. Lee nam ngtra va chui nguoi ra, hai chan di trudc,
nhu mdt vii cong udn déo. Ao co bi vuong va kéo 1én, dé 1o phén bung
phang ram ning. Roi ¢6 lach ra, lic nguoi cho thoat han, dimg 1én va 6m t6i
that chat. Va lau hon mirc ¢6 can 1lam. Ri ¢ bo ra, t6i dimg nghi mot phut
va chui hai tay vao quan.

Sau do6 toi1 1ap lai toan bd chu trinh mdt 14n nira, lan nay cho Jacob
Mark.

Cach day hai phong, cac dién thoai db chudng roi lai ngung, db roi lai
ngung.
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CHUNG TOI NHANH CHONG THOAT RA NGOAI. Theresa Lee
ldy d6i giay cta tay cam dau dam nhan vién diéu tra lién bang. Hoi 16n so
v6i chan co, nhung khong nhiéu 1dm. Jacob Mark 14y toan b do cua tay
nhan vién y té. Anh cho rang mic bd sic phuc khong day du ctia canh sat
nay thi s& d& gay chu ¥ khi ra phd, va c6 1& anh ding. Thay d6i quan 4o mét
kha nhiéu thoi gian song cling dang. Jake trong banh hon nhiéu khi dién
quan co tong chéo, 40 phong va giay bong rd. Vira khit. O sau quan c6 mot
vét mau c& dong xu, song d6 chi 1a nhuoc diém duy nhat. Chung t6i dé cho
tay nhan vién y té ngi1 voi bo dd 16t trén nguoi.

R6i ba chung t6i huéng ra khoi toa nha. Lén cau thang, qua mit san
vuong vii rac, xuyén qua ngd, téi via hé phd 3. Phb dong nguoi. Troi van
néng. Chung t6i ré trai. Chang c6 1y do thuc su nao. Chi 1a lra chon ngiu
nhién. Nhung lai 13 lya chon may méin. Chung t6i vira bude di chirng nim
budc thi téi nghe tiéng coi ngay phia sau va tiéng 16p rit 1én, toi liéc lai thi
thdy mot chiéc xe hoi den ding khyng lai cach phia bén kia try so ctru hoa
chirng ba mét. Mot chiéc Crown Vic, mdi va bong loang. Hai gi dan ong
lao ra. Trudc day t6i di trong thdy ho. Va toi biét chac chan rang Theresa
Lee ciing da timg thdy ho. Com 1& xanh nuéc bién, ca vat xanh nude bién.
FBI. Hai nguoi nay da noi chuyén voi Lee & don khu vuc, ho da noi chuyén
vO1 to1 trén phé 35. Ho di dat cho tdi cau hoi vé cac sb dién thoai cua
Canada. Gi0 thi, ¢ sau lung ching t61 chung sau meét, ho chay vao ngd va
mat hit. Ca hai chang hé tréng thay chung t6i. Nhung gia sir r& phai, chung
to1 da cham mat ho ngay 1ap tirc khi ho ro1 khoi xe roi. Thé nén ching to1
gip may. Chung toi an ming bang cach chay that nhanh, huéng thang vé
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phia dai 16 Sau. Jacob Mark dén dich dau tién. Anh 1a ngudi duy nhat trong
chung toi co d6i giay tur té.

Chung t6i bang ngang dai 10 Sau va di doc theo phd Bleecker mot ltc
roi tim thay noi 4n nip trén phd Cornelia, d6 1 noi hep, tdi va twong ddi
yén tinh, trir vai nguoi ngdi an ¢ nhitng ban ca phé dit trén via hé. Chung
to1 tranh that xa ho, ho chéng dé Vv gi td1 bon t61. Ho quan tam dén dd an cua
minh hon. Téi chang trach moc gi ho. Mui do 4n ¢6 vé ngon. Tdi van con
rat doi, ngay ca sau khi da xoi xtc xich Y va pho mat. Ching t6i di t6i doan
cubi phé yén tinh roi kiém tra d6 ctia minh. Lee va Jake chang c6 gi. Tét ca
dd ctia ho da bi khoéa lai & tﬁng ham toa nha ctru hoa. Tdi cd nhirng thir dd
da gianh lai tir chiéc ban trong phong thr hai, trong d6 nhimg mén quan
trong gom tién mit, thé ATM, thé di tau dién ngdm cua t6i, dién thoai di
dong cua Leonid. So tién mit 1én t&i bdn muoi ba do cong thém tién xu.
Thé di tau dién ngﬁm con cho pheép di dugc bdn luot. Dién thoai cia Leonid
d3 gan hét pin. Chung t6i nhat tri rang mot diéu qua chic chan 13 sd thé
ATM cuia toi va sb dién thoai di dong cua Leonid da dugc danh dau cht Vo
rat nhiéu hé thong may tinh. Néu chung t6i sir dung mot trong hai mon nay,
trong vai gidy s& c6 nguoi biét. Nhung t6i khong qua lo lang. Thong tin
phai hitu ich méi gy hai. Néu chiing toi thoat ra tir phd 3 Ty roi vai ngay
sau rat tién mat & thanh phé Oklahoma hay New Orleans hodc San
Francisco thi dit liéu d6 s& quan trong. Néu ching t6i rat tién ngay 1ap tirc
chi cach toa nha ctiru hoa vai khdi nha thi dit liéu d6 vo dung. N6 chang cho
ho biét diéu gi ho chua biét. Va & New York c6 nhiéu thap tiép song di dong
dén murc thue hién phép do dac tam giac rat kho khan. O noi xa x6i thi mot
san bong chay ciing giup tim ra. Nhung trong thanh phd thi chang an thua.
Mot khu vyc muc tiéu rong hai khdi nha va sau hai khdi nira co thé chira téi
nam muoi ngan nguoi va phai mat vai ngay tim kiém.

Thé nén ching t61 tiép tuc va tim dugc mot may ATM & sanh mdt
ngan hang mau xanh sang, t6i rut tién mat dén hét muc 6 the, ba tram do.
RO rang toi bi gidi han mtrc rat mdi ngdy. Va cai mdy thi cham chap. C6 khi
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cham co6 chu y. Cac ngin hang hop tac véi gioi thuc thi phap luat ma. Ho
bam nut bao dong roi lam giao dich cham lai. Y tudng la cau gio doi toi lic
canh sat c6 mat. O mot diém nao d6 thi c6 thé. Nhung & mot thanh phé c6
van dé vé giao thong thi khé. Chiéc may doi, doi hoai doi mai rdi n6 khac
ra vai to gidy bac. T6i cam lay va mim cuoi voi chiéc may. Hau hét déu tich
hop camera quan sat, ndi vai thiét bi ghi k¥ thuat $0.

Chung toi lai tiép tuc di va Lee chi muoi d6 cua téi cho mot suat do
an ban san. C6 mua mdt chiée sac pin dién thoai khan cép. No6 chay béng
pin cua den cd hinh cay but may. Co cam nd vao dién thoai di dong cua
Leonid rdi goi cho déng su ctia minh, Docherty. D3 10 gio 10, anh ta d3 sin
sang 1am viéc roi. Tay canh sat nay khong nhac may, Lee dé lai 15i nhan roi
tat dién thoai. Co bao rﬁng cac dién thoai di dong co gén chip GPS. To1
khong biét thir d6. Lee néi rang cir muoi 1am gidy chip ndy phat di tin hiéu
mot 1an, ¢ thé xac dinh vi tri chinh x4c cua nd trong pham vi bon mét rudi.
C6 bao vé tinh dinh vi toan ciu chinh xac hon nhiéu so véi phép dac tam
giac ang ten. C6 bao cach sir dung dién thoai di dong tt nhat khi dang chay
trén 1a tat né di, trir nhitng khoang thoi gian ngan ngay trudce khi roi mot dia
diém va di chuyén sang diém tiép theo. Lam nhu thé thi nhitng ké theo ddi
qua GPS s€ luon bi cham mot buoc.

Viy nén chiing t6i tiép tuc. Chiing t6i canh gidc voi tat ca xe canh sat
trén phd. Chung toi trong thdy nhiéu xe d6. NYPD 1a co quan 16n. S& canh
sat 16n nhat nuéc My. C6 khi 16n nhat thé giéi. Chung t6i tim duoc mot
quan an nho 6n a0 & dung trung tim Pai hoc New York sau khi bang qua
phia Bic cong vién quang trudng Washington roéi huéng vé phia Pong. Noi
nay toi va day ctng sinh vién chua tot nghiép. Mot vai loai d6 n ban & noi
ndy c6 thé nhan dién dugc. Toi van doi va khat. Toi doan 1a cac hé thong
trong co thé t6i di lam thém gid nham dao thai hai liéu thudc an than. Toi
uéng tron mot cbe nude may va goi mot cdc sita chua tron hoa qua. Cong
thém mot suat burger va ca phé. Jake va Lee khong goi gi. Ho bao ho qua lo
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nén chang thé an nodi. Lee quay sang to61 bdo, “Anh nén nodi cho ching to1
biét chinh xac chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

To1 bao, “T61 nghi 1a hai ngudi khong muodn biet dau.”
“Chung to61 da vuogt qua ranh gidi do r61.”

“Ho khong cho xem gidy to ty than. Cac vi ¢6 quyén nhan dinh rang
vu bat giam 13 viéc vi pham phap luat. Trong truong hop d6 tron ra khong
phai t01. Thuc ra c6 1€ d6 1a nhiém vu ctia hai ban mo1 ding.”

Lee lic dau. “T6i biét ho 13 ai, di c¢6 hodc khong cho xem gidy to. Toi
khong lo ngai vé chuyén chay trén. Toi lo vé doi giay kia. N6 s& lam toi
khén nan. Toi da dimg phia trén mot nhan vién diéu tra lién bang va lay di
gidy cta anh ta. Khi dy t6i nhin thang vao anh ta. Thé 1a pham t6i ¢6 chu ¥.
Ho sé& noi rang khi 4y toi da c6 thoi gian dé suy nghi va hanh xt phu hop.”

T6i nhin Jake, xem liéu anh ta c6 cung quan diém 4y hay van cho
rﬁng vO to1 la niém hanh phtc hoan hdo. Anh nhun vai, nhu thé mudn noi
da phong lao thi phai theo lao. VAy nén t6i dé cho nhan vién phuc vy bay
xong cac mon toi da goi rdi ndi cho ho nhiing gi t6i biét. Thang Ba nam
1983, Sansom, thung liing Korengal. T4t ca nhitng chi tiét, va moi y nghia
ham an.

Lee noi, “Hién gio c6 quan My ¢ thung liing Korengal. T61 méi doc
vé chuyén d6. Qua mét cudn tap chi. Toi nghi chuyén khong bao gid chdm
dut. Toi hy vong ho s& 1am t6t hon ngudi Nga ting lam.”

“Ho 1a nguo1 Ukraine,” to1 noi.
“Thé thi c6 gi khac ch?”

“To1 tin chdac nguoi Ukraine nghi 1a ¢6 khac day. Nguoi Nga da dua
nguoi thudc sac tdc thiéu s ra tién tuyén, nguoi thudc sac tdc thi€u so
khong thich chuyén ay.”
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Jake noi, “Toi nghi nd lién quan téi Thé chién thir Ba. Y 6i 1a hoi ay.
Nhung d3 qua mot phan tu thé ky. Bay gid Lién X6 tham chi khong con 1a
mot dat nude. Lam thé nao mot dat nudc lai co thé dau budn vé chuyén gi
d6 néu nhu ngdy nay cai dat nude d6 tham chi khong ton tai nita?”’

“Dia chinh tr1,” Lee nd1. “Chuyén lién quan t61 twong lai, khong phai
qua khir. C6 thé chung ta lai mudn lam diéu twong tw, ¢ Pakistan, Iran hay
noi ndo d6. S& co su khac biét néu thé gidi biét dugc trude day ching ta da
lam gi. N6 tao nén nhimng dinh kién. Ong biét diéu d6. Ong 1a canh sat. Ong
c6 thich néu nhu chung ta khong thé nhac t6i tién an tién su nao trude toa
khong?”

Jake ndi, “Vay c6 nghi vy nay co6 tdm cd 16n ching nao?”

“Cuc 16n,” Lee dap. “Loén hét muc co thé. Du sao ciing 1a ddi voi
chung ta thoi. Bdi nhin chung n6 van nhé. That mia mai, diing khong? Ong
hiéu ¥ t6i chr? Néu ba ngan ngudi biét, bat ky ai ciing chang thé lam gi
nhiéu. Hodc thadm chi ba tram. Hay ba muoi. N6 chi 10 ra, thé 1a xong.
Nhung bay gio chi ¢6 ba chung ta biét. Ma ba 1 s6 nho. Pu nho dé c6 thé
bit duogc. Ho ¢6 thé 1am ba con nguoi bién mit ma chéng ai nhan ra.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Chuyén d6 c6 xay ra, tin toi di. Ma c6 ai dé tam chua? Ong khong c6
gia dinh, to61 cling khong.” Lee nhin t61 hoi, “Reacher, ong c6 gia dinh
khong?”

To1 lac dau.
Lee lang mot chut. C6 noé1, “Chang con lai ngudi nao dé chat van.”
Jake ndi, “Con nhitng nguoi ¢ noi ching ta 1am viée thi sao?”

“Co quan canh sat lam nhiing viéc ho dugc 1énh [am.”
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“Chuyén ny that dién ro.”
“Pay 1a thé gidi moi.”
“Ho nghiém tic that diy chu?”

“Pay la chuyén phan tich loi ich-chi phi. Ba con nguoi vo toi ddi dau
voi mot ké hoach dia chinh tri 16n lao. Ong s& lam thé nao?”

“Chiing ta c6 quyén.”
“Chung ta tung cd, gio thi khong.”

Jake khong noi gi dap tra. Toi udng hét ca phé roi thém mot coe nudc
may khéc. Lee goi thanh toan, doi t6i khi hoa don dugc chuyén dén, toi tra
tién xong ¢6 madi bat di dong cua Leonid 1én. N6 bat mé cung mot giai di¢u
nho nhé vui vé roi két ndi véi mang, mudi gidy sau mang nhan ra sé6 may
va thong bdo c6 mot tin nhian vin ban. Lee biAm nat can bim va bit dau
luot.

“Tin ctia Docherty,” ¢d néi. “Anh 4y van chua bé roi toi.”

R6i ¢b doc va lai kéo, doc rdi lai kéo. Toi tham tinh céac khoang thoi
gian dai muoi lam giay, va tudng tugong cr mot khoang nhu vay con chip
GPS gui di mot chum dir liéu no1 Chung toi o day! Chung t6i o day! Toi
dém toi muodi. Mot trim nim muoi gidy. Hai phat rudi. Mot tin nhin dai.
Va vé mit Lee cho thiy tin nhan d6 day nhiing tin xau. Hai méi c6 mim lai,
mét nhiu vao. Co kiém tra lai vai doan rdi tat may 14n nita va dua cho toi.
T6i dat nd vao tii. Lee nhin thang vao t6i noi, “Ong diing. Nhiing tay chét
dudi FDR 14 doi cua Lila Hoth. Tdi doan 1a don khu vuc 17 da goi cho tat
ca nhitng tén c6 trong danh ba va kiém tra thay chi c6 mot ngudi duy nhét
khong bit may. Ho vao van phong cta nhitng tay ndy va tim thdy cac hoa
don thanh todn gui té1 Lila Hoth, qua dia chi cua khach san Four Seasons.”

To1 khong tra 101.
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Lee n6i, “Nhung van dé 1a & day. Cac hoa don nay co tir cach day ba
thang, khong phai ba ngay. Va thém céac dir li¢u khac day. Co quan An ninh
Quéc gia khong c6 ho so theo ddi nao cho thdy hai nguoi phu nit ho Hoth
ting nhap canh vao My. Chic chin khong phai ba ngay trudc, qua hing
British Airways. Va Susan Mark chua bao gio goi di London, tir noi lam
viéc hay nha riéng.”
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DUNG PIEN THOAI VA DI CHUYEN ngay lap ttrc, d6 14 nguyén
tac. Chung t6i theo dai 10 Broadway di vé phia Bac. Nhitng chiéc taxi va xe
canh sat luét nhanh qua bo ba ching toi. Pén pha quét khap ngudi chung
t6i. Chung toi di xa toi tin Astor Place roi chui xudng long dat va sir dung
ba trong s6 bdn lwot di tau dién ngﬁm con lai trong thé cua to1 cho myén 6
chay vé huong Bic. Noi moi chuyén bat dau. Mot toa kiéu R142A méi
toanh sang sua. Ba 11 gio dém, ngoai chung td6i c6 muoi tdm hanh khach
nita. Chung chon ba chd canh nhau trén mot bang danh cho tim ngudi. Lee
ngdi gitta. Bén trai ¢, Jake nira nhu quay nguoi va cti dau xudng sin sang
noi chuyén tham thi. Bén phai co, to61 lam tuong tu. Jake hoéi, “Vay chuyén
1a gi? Me con nha Hoth khong c6 that hay chinh phii dang che gidu toi 16i
bang cach xo6a thong tin?”

Lee noi, “Co thé 1a mot trong hai.”
To1 nd1, “Me con nha Hoth 1a gia.”
“Ong nghi thé hay 13 ong biét thé?”
“Vu & ga Penn qua dé dang.”

“Dé thé nao?”

“Ho ltra cho t6i vao trong. Leonid dé cho tdi tréng thdy han. Lic ay
hin mic chiéc 40 khoac dudi anh dén c6 mau cam sang. Thuc té n6 hét nhu
nhitng chiéc 40 bao ho trude d6 toi thdy cac cong nhan dudng sit mic. N6
thu hut 4nh mét toi. Nguoi ta tinh toan dé toi trong thdy nd. Roi hin dé cho
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t61 ha hin. Boi theo tinh toan cta ho toi sé tudc dién thoai ciia hin va tim ra
thong tin vé khach san Four Seasons. Ho di thao tung duoc toi. Chuyén nay
14 Am muu chong chat 4am muu. Ho can t6i ndi chuyén véi ho nhung khong
mudn cho t0i biét moi chuyén. Ho khong mudn 16 hét tdy ctua minh. Thé
nén ho veé ra mot con duong cho té1 vao. Ho du toi to1 khach san va thur mdt
phuong phap dé dang, ngot ngao. Chi mot gi trong vai ké kém ning luc &
nha ga xe lua, roi t&i man kich nhe nhang. Tham chi ho con co ké hoach du
phong 13 dén d6n canh sat khu vyc trinh bao vé nguoi mét tich. Bang cach

2

nao thi rot cudc t61 cling s& xuat hién.’

“Ho muodn gi ¢ 6ng?”

“Thong tin cua Susan.”

“La gi chu?”

“T61 khong biet.”

“Ho la ai?”

“Khong phai nha bao,” t61 noi. “T61 cho 1a t61 da 1am vé van dé nay.
Lila vira dién chuyén nay vira dién chuyén khac. Toi khong biét co ta thuc

S A .

su la ai.”

“The ba gia c6 that khong?”

“T61 khong biet.”

“Bay gio ho ¢ dau? Ho da ra khoi khach san r61.”

“Ho ludon ¢6 mot noi khac. Ho c6 hai kénh hoat dong. Hoat dong cong
khai va hoat dong riéng. Thé nén t61 khong biet gio ho ¢ dau. RS rang 1a ¢
noi con lai ro61. To1 cho 1a mot noi an toan c6 thé st dung lau dai. Co 1€

trong thanh phd nay. Cé thé 1a mot cin nha chung san v&i nha khac. Boi vi
ho ¢6 mot doi di cung. Luc lugng riéng ctiia ho. Bon xAu. Nhirng tay diéu tra
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thué kia no1 dung, x4u thé ndo, ho vira mai biét duge bé‘mg mot cach khung
khiép. Bing bua.”

Lee noi, “Thé 1a nha Hoth ciing dang x6a dau vét.”

“Dung dong tur khong dung thot,” to1 noi. “Ho da xo6a dau vet ro1. Ho
dang an & mot noi nao do va bat ky ké nao c6 thé da biét no1 do thi lai chét
ro1.”

Tau dimg ¢ phé 23. Cira mo. Khong ai 1én. Chang ai xudng. Theresa
Lee ddm ddm nhin xubng san. Jacob Mark ludt mat qua cd sang toi ma noi,
“Néu B6 An ninh qubc gia tham chi khong thé nim duoc viéc Lila Hoth
vao My thi ho ciing khong thé biét ¢o ta da téi California hay khong. Nghia
1a c6 thé chinh ¢6 ta la nguoi di cung véi Peter.”

“Pung,” t6i ndi. “C6 thé thé.”

Cira khép lai. Con tau tiép tuc hanh trinh.

Theresa Lee ngude mit tir san 1én, quay sang toi bao, “Chuyén xay ra
v6i bon nguoi dan ong kia 1 18i cta ching ta, 6ng biét day. Bang bua. Cu
thé 1a 13i cua ong. Ong da bao Lila la ong biét vé bon ho. Ong da bién ho
thanh dau mdi can xu 1y.”

T61 no1, “Cam on c¢6 da chira.”

Téi nghi éng da day c6 dy qua miéng vuec.

Cu thé la 16i ciia dng.

Tau lach xach chay vao ga trén phé 28.

Chung t6i ra khoi ga ¢ phd 33. Chang ai trong chiing t6i mudn di t6i
Ga Trung tam. C6 qua nhiéu canh sat, va it nhat doi véi Jacob Mark thi c6
thé qua nhiéu nhirng diéu lién doi khong tbt. Trén phé, dai 10 Park that ban
ron. Trong phit dau tién co hai xe canh sat chay qua. O phia Tay la tdoa nha
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Empire State. Qua nhiéu canh sat. Chung t6i theo dudng cii trd lai huéng
Nam va di vao mot con phd ngang yén tinh dan vé dai 16 Madison. Luc nay
t6i cam thay thoai mai. T6i da trai qua mudi sau trong tong sd muoi bay gio
dé ngu, trong ngudi tran day thirc dn va chat 1ong. Nhung Lee va Jake trong
réu rd. Ho chang c6 noi nao dé di va khong quen véi diéu d6. RS rang ho
khong thé vé nha rdi. Ho cling ching thé toi chd ban bé. Chung toi phai cho
rang tat ca nhimg noi ho thuong lui téi ma canh sat biét déu dang bi theo
doi.

Lee no1, “Chuang ta can ¢6 ké hoach.”
M .

T6i thich kiéu khu nha noi chiing t6i dang dén. New York ¢6 vai tram
khu dan cu nho tach biét. Kiéu cach, dang vé thay doi qua timg con phd,
tham chi qua tirng toa nha. Park va Madison ¢ khu 20 hoi xo x4c. Céac con
phé ngang hoi nhéch nhac. Cé thé mot thoi chung da 13 noi cao cép, va ¢o
thé mot ngdy nao d6 sé lai nhu thé, nhung dung thoi diém nay thi dé chiu.
Chung t6i nau dudi gian gido bén via hé mot lat roi quan sat nhiing ké say
ruou lao dao tir quan bar tré vé nha, nhitng nguoi ¢ chung cu gan do dat
ché di dao trudc khi ngi. Chung toi trong thdy mot tay dat con cho dong
Great Dane to ngang mdt con ngwa nho, mot ¢d gai dat con cho suc to bang
dau con Great Dane. Nhin chung t61 thich con ché suc. Ché nho, nhan cach
16n. Tay nho bé kia nghi han 1a cha thé gidi. Chang t6i doi t6i khi dong hd
nhay qua nira dém thi ludn lach khip noi cho t&i khi tim dugc khach san
phu hop. D6 1a mot khach san hep co tam bién ¢d 18 duge chiéu sang nho
cac bong dién hiéu dién thé thap. No trong hoi xudng cap va day bui ban.
Nhé hon mirc t6i thich. Nhitng noi rong 16n hon c6 hiéu qua hon nhiéu. Co
hoi 16n hon dé c6 phong tréng, an danh tinh hon, it bi theo ddi hon. Nhung
nhin chung lai thi noi chiing t61 dang quan sat cling kha di.

Do 1a muc ti€u hop 1y cho tro choi nam muoi do.

Hodc co 1€ ching t61 ¢6 thé thanh cong vé1 bon muoi do.
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Cudi cung ching toi phai tra gia 1én dén tan bay muoi lim do, c6 18
do tay khuan d6 ban dém nghi chiing t6i choi trd lam tinh tay ba. C6 1& vi
cai 16i Theresa Lee dang nhin tdi. Trong mat c6 hién 1én diéu gi d6. Toi
khong chic 1a gi. Nhung rd rang tay khuan do ban dém da trong thay co hoi
nang gia. Can phong han danh cho bon t6i thudc loai nhé. N6 nam & phan
sau khach san, co6 mot doi givong va cira so hep trén 6ng thong gio. Khach
san nay s& chang bao gio xuat hién trong so6 tay hudng dan du lich, nhung
¢ vé an toan, kin ddo va toi c6 thé chac rang Lee va Jake cam thay on khi
qua dém & day. Nhung ciing chic chin twong tu nhu thé, t6i c6 thé noi rang
chang ai trong hai ngudi cam thdy 6n khi ngti & day hai, nim hoic muoi
dém.

“Chung ta can nguoi giap do,” Lee noi. “Ta khong thé song thé nay
mai duoc.”

“Chung ta c6 thé néu muodn,” té1 noi. “Toi tung sOng thé nay trong

',7

muo1 nam day

“OK, mot ngudi binh thuong khong thé song thé nay mai mai. Ching
ta can gitp d&. Van dé nay s& khong ty mat di dau.”

“Co the,” Jake noi. “Tu cach c6 luan ra nd trude day. Néu ba ngan
nguoi bi€t, no s€ khong con 1a van dé nira. The nén tat ca nhitng gi chung ta
phai lam la no61 cho ba ngan nguo1i biét.”

“Cho tirng ngudi mot a?”

“Khong, ta nén goi cho bao chi.”

“Ho sé€ tin ta cht?”

“Néu ching ta noi co sirc thuyét phuc.”
“Ho s€ dang cau chuyén nay chu?”

“Tat sao lai khong?”
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“Ai biét dugc bay gio chuyén gi dién ra véi bao chi cht? C6 thé ho sé
hoi ¥ kién chinh phu vé théng tin cho mot viéc thé nay. C6 18 chinh phi s&
1énh cho ho dap n6 di.”

“Vay tu do bao chi thi sao?”
Lee noi, “Co, to1 nhd cai do.”
“The thi a1 s€ giup chung ta kia chi?”

9 -

“Sansom /a chinh phu. Ong ta c6 nguoi cua riéng minh bam theo
Susan.”

“Boi ong ta c6 rat nhiéu thir dé mat. Ta c6 thé sir dung diéu ay.” Toi
ldy dién thoai di dong cia Leonid ra khoi tii ném xudng giudng canh
Theresa Lee. “Dén sang hay nhan tin cho Docherty. Lay s6 may ctia toa nha
van phong Cannon ¢ Washington. Hay goi t61 van phong cia Sansom yéu
cau noi chuyén riéng véi ong ta. Noi voi 6ng ta rang co 1a mot si quan canh
sat & New York va c6 dang ¢ canh toi. N6i v6i 6ng ta rang ching ta biét
nguoi cua ong ta di & trén tau. ROi bao 6ng ta rang chung ta biét chiéc
DSM khéng phai danh cho khau sung truong VAL. Noi v6i ong ta rang
chung ta biét con nhiéu chuyén nira.”
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THERESA LEE CAM BPIEN THOAI 1én giit mét lac nhu thé no 1a
mon nit trang quy hiém. Roi co dit nd 1én gia dau givdng va hoi, “Piéu gi
khién 6ng nghi 1 con nhiéu chuyén nira?”

To6i dap, “Nhin chung con thém nhiéu. Sansom gianh duoc bén huy
chuong, khong chi maét. Ong ta 1a dang si quan hanh dong thyc hién nhiém
vu thuong xuyén. Chic chén ong ta da thuc hi¢n du loai viéc roi.”

“Chang han viéc gi?”

“Bat ky viéc gi can lam. Cho bat ky ké nao mudn viéc ay duogc thuc
hién. Khong chi quan doi dau. Thi thoang lyc lugng Delta cling dugc cho
muodn. Po1 khi cho CIA muon.”

“Pé thyuc hién viéc gi?”
“Cac vu can thi¢p bi mat. Pao chinh. Am sat.”

“Tuéng Tito chét ndim 1980. O Nam Tu. Ong c6 nghi 13 Sansom d3
lam viéc d6 khong?”

“Khong, t6i nghi 1a Tito bi bénh. Nhung t6i ciing chang ngac nhién
néu c6 ké hoach du bi, phong trudng hop ong ta van khoe.”

“Brezhnev chét naim 1982. O Nga. Roi Andropov, ngay sau d6. Roi
td1 Chemenko, thuc su nhanh. Ctr nhu dai dich éy.”

“C0 1a nguoi thé nao day? Su gia a?”
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“Nghiép du. Nhung du thé nao di nita thi tit ca ciing dan dén
Gorbachev, va sy tién bo. Ong nghi viéc d6 13 do ching ta a? Ong nghi 1a
do Sansom ha?”

“Co the,” t01 noi. “To1 khong biét.”

“Nhung du 1a gi di ching nita, chang c6 chuyén nao trong nhiing
chuyén kiéu nay lién quan toi thang Ba nim 1983 & Afghanistan.”

“Nhung hdy nghi ma xem. Cham tran mot doi ban tia ciia Lién X6
trong dém tdi 1a mot kha ning hoan toan ngau nhién. Liéu ho co diéu mot
tay hanh dong xuét sic nhu Sansom dén chi dé lang thang quanh d6i va cau
gip van may khong? i traim 1é mot 1an thi ca trim lan ong ta s& vé tay
trang. D6 1a rui ro rat 16n chi dé tim kiém phan thuong rat nho. Thé 1a
chang c6 ké hoach hanh dong gi sat. Mot phi vu thi phai c6 muc tiéu c6 thé
dat duoc.”

“R4t nhiéu ké hoach d3 that bai.”

“Di nhién 1a thé. Nhung tat ca déu bat dau véi mot myc tiéu thyc té.
Thyc té hon céi chuyén lang thang ¢ ving ntii khong ngudi rong ca ngan
dam vuong chi dé hy vong ngau nhién cham mit ddi thu. Thé nén chic chin
da co viec gi do khac dién ra.”

“Thé thi mo ho lam.”

“Con nita,” t0i noi. “Khoéng mo hd dau. Ngudi ta dd noi chuyén voi
t6i sudt ca vai ngay. Va toi da lang nghe. Mot sb trong nhitng diéu toi nghe
thiy khong d& hiéu ldm. MAy tay nhan vién diéu tra lién bang iy khién toi
thay rdi tung & Watergate, Washington. T6i hoi ho dang c6 chuyén gi. Phan
tmg cua ho that ky quic. Nhu troi sap sap ay. Co vé khong phu hop véi mot
vu dung bién phap k¥ thuat thu thap thong tin trai phép cach day hai muoi
lam nam.”
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“DPia chinh tr1 khong don gian dau.”

“Nhat tri. Va toi 12 nguoi dau tién thira nhan rang minh chang phai
chuyén gia. Nhung ngay ca thé di nita, c6 vé chuyén nay lién quan dén cip
cao nhat.”

“Thé van mo ho.”

“To1 da noi chuyén vo1 Sansom ¢ Washington. Trong van phong 6ng
ta. Ong ta c6 vé kho chiu vé toan bo chuyén nay. Sau mudn, bat 6n.”

“DPang mua bau cir ma.”

“Nhung gianh dugc khau sung truong 1a viéc hay diy chu, dung
khong? Chuyén do chang co gi dang xau hd. Do 1a tit ca nhitng gi quan doi
goi 1a manh mé va diing cam. Thé nén phan tng cla ong ta la khong phu
hop.

29

“Van mo ho.”

“Ong ta biét tén tay stng ban tia. Grigori Hoth. Tir thé tén ctia nguoi
nay. Toi nghi 6ng ta di giit nhitng chiéc thé tén lam vat ky niém. Sansom
bao khong, cac thé tén da bi khoa k¥ cung cac bao cao sau hanh dong va
moi thir khac. Ctt nhu thé 15 10i. Va moi thtr khac 1a sao? Piéu nay nghia la
gi?”

Lee chang noi gi.

T6i néi, “Chung t6i d nodi vé sd phan cia tay ban tia va ngudi phat
hién muyc ti€u. Sansom bdo ong ta khong c6 vii khi gidm thanh. Lai nghe
nhu thém mat 1an 15 101 nita. Delta khong bao gio thye hién nhimg phi vu bi
mat trong dém ma khong c6 vii khi giam thanh. Ho rat can than vé nhiing
chuyén nhu thé. Vay nén toi nghi toan bd cau chuyén khau sung VAL 1a san
pham phy hoan toan ngiu nhién ctia mot chuyén hoan toan khac. Toi nghi
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khau sung ban tia dung 1a mot cau chuyén. Nhung viéc nay nhu mdt tang
bang. Phan 16m ctia né van con dang an di.”

Lee khong noi gi.

To1 tiép, “Rdi ching t61 no1 vé dia chinh tri. C)ng ta nhan théy mot
moéi de doa, cai nay thi rd r6i. Ong ta lo vé Nga, hay vé Lién bang Nga, tiy
ho tu goi minh 1a gi cling dugc. Sansom nghi rﬁng ho bat on. Ong ta bao
rang moi thir s& v& toe loe ra, néu cai phan vé doi Korengal trong cau
chuyén lot ra ngoai. Nghe thdy gi khong? Phan vé ddi Korengal cia ciu
chuyén. Nghe ctr nhu 1an 15 101 thir ba. D6 rd 14 10i thi nhan truc tiép rang
con nhiéu nita. T chinh miéng ké trong cudc.”

Lee khong noéi gi. Jacob Mark hoi, “Con céi gi nira?”

“T6i khong biét. Nhung du 1a gi, nd chira dung rat nhiéu thong tin.
Ngay tir dau Lila Hoth tim kiém mdt chiéc USB. Va canh nhan vién diéu tra
lién bang cho rﬁng c6 mot chiéc nhu vay nam dau dé6. Ho bao nhiém vu cta
ho 14 thu hoi chiéc USB that. That, boi vi ho da 1ay chiéc USB ma toi mua
va cho rang d6 1a moi nhir. Ho bao, no khong chua gi va kiéu gi di nita thi
cling qua nho. Nghe thay cht? Qua nho? Nghia 1a c6 mot s tép 1on. Rét
nhiéu thong tin.”

“Nhung Susan da khong mang gi theo minh.”
“Pung. Nhung tat ca déu cho rang cd iy da mang theo né.”
“Loai thong tin nao?”

“T6i khong biét. Trir viéc Springfield dd néi chuyén véi t6i & day, tai
New York. Tay phu trach an ninh cua Sansom, & khach san Sheraton. Trong
maot hanh lang yén tinh. Anh ta rat cing. Anh ta canh bao toi roi cudc choi.
Anh ta chon mét cach néi an du cu thé. Anh ta bao: ong khong thé 1at duoc
tang da khong vura voi stre 6ng dau.”
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“Thé thi sa0?”
“Néu c6 14t mot tang d4 thi sao?”
“Nhiéu thi 16 ra.”

“Chinh x4c. Nhiéu tht 10 ra. By gid ddy chd cha phai luc nao.
Chuyén nay khong phai 12 nhitng th&t ndm tro d6, da chét cach ddy hai muoi
lam ndm. Chuyén nay lién quan dén nhiing thr dang van dong, dién bién
lac nay. Chuyén nay lién quan téi nhitng van dé dang ton tai hién nay.”

T6i thdy Theresa Lee dang suy nghi hét moi van dé. C6 liéc chiéc
dién thoai di dong trén gia. Hai mat c6 nhiu lai. T6i doan nit tham tir dang
thao trude ndi dung ci dién thoai s€ goi cho Sansom vao sang mai. Co noi,
“Ong ta thudc dang bat can, phai khong? Ong bao rang ong ta 16 miéng ba
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lan.

T6i ndi, “Ong ta 1a si quan Delta ¢ nhitng thoi ky ruc r& nhat trong
muo1 bay nam quan ngii.”

“Va gi ntra?”
“C06 khong song n61 mudi bay ngay néu bat can.”
“Vay thi sao?”

“Ong ta c6 vé rat cha y dén t61. Sansom ¥ thirc vé moi chuyén co lién
quan dén chién dich tranh ctr. Phai trong thé nao, an noi ra sao, di lai ki€u
gi. Tat ca nhitng ham y nho nhat dén cung.”

“Vay thi sao?”
“Vay thi t6i khong nghi ring 6ng ta bat can.”

“Ong ta d4 15 101 ba lan.”
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“Vay sao? T6i khong dam chic lam. T6i tu hoi c6 phai ching 1a thay
vi nhu vy, 6ng ta dang giing bay. Sansom d doc ho so cua toi. Ong ta biét
t6i 1a quan canh gioi, lai rat gan v&i thé hé ong ta. Toi nghi co thé ong ta
dang can giup dd, bang bat ctr cach thirc xua cii ndo ma ong ta co thé tim
dugc.”

“Ong cho 1a Sansom dang tuyén mo 6ng a?”

“Co thé,” to1 noi. “To1 nghi 6ng ta da rac chat vun banh mi, va cho
xem li¢u t61 co6 1an theo hay khong.”

“Bo1 vi cai gi?”

“Bd1 6ng ta mudn ddy ndp lai, va ong ta khong chac chan ké nao sé
lam dugc viéc ay cho minh.”

“Ong ta khong tin tudong dam nguoi cia Bé Qudc phong a?”
“C0 co6 tin khong?”

“P6 dau phai thé giéi cta toi. Ong tin ho ch?”

“Tin duoc méi la.”

“Ong ta khong tin tudong Springfield a?”

“Tin ca doi. Nhung Springfield chi 1a mot c4 nhan. Ma Sansom c6
mot van dé 16n. Theé nén co thé Ong ta tinh toan rang néu mot ké khac dinh
vao, co thé ong ta s€ 6n. Cang dong cang vui.”

“Vay la 6ng ta s& bat budc phai gitp ta.”

“Khong phai bat budc,” toi noéi. “Tham quyén cua Sansom rat han
ché. Nhung c6 thé 6ng ta c6 khuynh hudng nga vé phe chung ta. D6 1a Iy do
t6i mudn cd goi cho ong ta.”

“Tait sao ong khong go1?”
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“Boi toi s& khong ¢ day khi bat dau cong viéc ngay mai.”
“Ong sé& khong o day a?”

“To1 s€ gap hai nguoti lac 10 gio, ¢ cong vién quang truong Madison.
Cach day vai khu nha vé phia Nam. Khi dén d6 nhé can than nhé.”

“Ong dinh di dau?”

“Ra ngoai.”

“Té1 dau?”

“Tim me¢ con nha Hoth.”

“Ong s& khong tim thay co ta dau.”

“C¢ 1€ khong. Nhung c6 ta c6 mot doi. Co thé ching s€ tim ra t61. To1
chac chan 1a chung dang ra ngoai tim t6i. Va ching c6 anh cua t6i1 ro1.”

“Ong s& dung ban than lam moi nhir 42”7
“Bat ky diéu gi c6 tac dung.”

“Téi chic chan 13 canh sat ciing dang truy tim 6ng. Ca B Qudc
phong, FBI nita. C6 thé 1 nhitng nguoi ma ta chua bao gid nghe t6i.”

“Ban ron sudt ca dém.”

“Bao trong nhé, dugc khong?”
“Luc nao ciing thé.”

“Bao gio ong di?”

“Bay gio.”
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S0

THANH PHO NEW YORK, luc mot gio sang. Vira 1a noi tot nhat
vira 1 noi té nhat danh cho nhimg ké bi san dudi. Cac con phd van am ap.
Xe co thua thot. Ca mudi gidy tréi qua ma khong co chiée xe nao ¢ khu
Madison. Xung quanh van c6 nguoi. Trong d6 vai nguoi dang ngu & cac
bau ctra hoac ghé da. Vai nguoi di bd, hoac c6 muc dich hoac chéng dé lam
gi. T6i chon cach khong muc dich. Téi di theo phd 30, cat ngang t6i dai 16
Park va rdi dai 10 Lexington. Toi chua bao gio dugc huin luyén ngh¢ thuat
dé tang hinh. Nguoi ta chon nhitng tay nho con hon cho viéc ay. Nhiing tay
c6 tam voc binh thuong. Ho nhin t6i mot 1an 13 gat bo ngay tir dau. Ho cho
rang mot tay tim voc nhu t6i dé bi phat hién. Nhung t6i van lam duoc. Tbi
tu day minh vai k¥ thuat. Vai k¥ thuat trong s6 d6 1a chéng lai truc giac.
Pém tot hon ngay, do cac dia diém c6 vé don doc hon. Va khi dia diém co
vé don ddc hon, t61 s€ 10 minh it hon chir khong phai nhiéu hon. Boi khi
nguoi ta tim kiém t61, nguoi ta tim mot ké to 16n. Va s& dé danh gia tam voc
hon néu xung quanh c6 nhitng ké khac tién dé so sanh. Dt toi gita mQt
dam dong nam muoi thuong dan, to1 s€ troi han, gén nhu cao vugt 1én han
s6 con lai ca hai vai 1an ca dau. Néu chi ¢6 minh toi, nguoi ta s€ it chic
chan hon. Khong c6 chuan so sanh nao. Nguoi ta khong gioi danh gia chiéu
cao khi d6i twong dung tach biét. Ching t6i biét duoc diéu dé tir nhirng thir
nghi€ém v4&i nhan xét cua nhan ching truc tiép. Dan dung moét su vu, roi hoi
vé 4n tuong dau tién, thé 1a cung mot nhan vat ay song cac nhan chimg keé
thi bao 1a cao mot mét bay lam con nguoi khac noi 1a mdt mét chin ba.
Nguoi ta thiy, song ho khong quan sat.

Trir nhitng ngudi duogc huin luyén quan sat.
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T6i cha ¥ nhiéu t6i xe hoi. Khong cd cach nao tim ra mot nguoi &
thanh phé New York ngoai cach chay qua cac phd. Noi nay qua 16n d6i voi
mot phuong phap khac. Cac xe hoi mau xanh tring ctia NYPD rat dé phat
hién. Ngay ca khi ¢ xa, cac thanh bao v¢ den pha tao thanh nhitng cai bong
rat dac trung. Lan nao trong thdy mot chiéc xe xuat hién toi cling dimg lai ¢
6 clra gan nhat va ndm xudng. Chi 13 mot tay vo gia cu nhu bao ké khac.
Néu vao mua dong thi kho tin, bdi trén nguoi toéi chang hé c6 ldy mot manh
chan cii. Nhung thoi tiét vAn con nong. Nhitng ngudi vo gia cu thue sy 1a
van mic 4o phong.

Xe canh sat khong son phu hi¢u thi khé phat hién hon. Cai bong tinh
tir phan dau toi phan cubi xe ciia chung cling gidng nhu moi xe khac, van dé
la & d6. Nhung gidi chinh tri trong nudc va ngan sach cua co quan hanh
phap chi cho phép lya chon trong pham vi mot s6 hing va mau xe nhat
dinh. Va nét dac trung la hau hét xe ca nhan déu bi bod qua. Chung ban,
chung yéu, chiing quéa pho bién.

Trir cac xe cta luc luong diéu tra lién bang khong son phu hiéu. Cuing
mot nhan hi¢u, cung doi1 nhung thuong mai, sach s€, dugc danh sap va lau
bong. Kha d& phat hién ra, nhung khong dé phan biét voi mot sb xe dich vu.
Céc cong ty lam dich vy dua don dung xe cung hang, cung doi. Crown Vic,
r0i cac xe tuong duong hiéu Mercury. Roi nhitng ngudi l4i xe cho thué giir
xe minh sach s&. Toi danh chit thoi gian ndm & cic 6 ctra chi dé thay cac
bién s6 xe taxi va xe dua don chay vot qua. Uy ban taxi va xe dua don. Diéu
nay khién t6i buc minh, cho tan t6i lac to6i nhé ra nhan xét ciia Theresa Lee
vé d6i chong khung bd cuia NYPD luon 16 bang xe taxi gia. Sau do t6i tro
nén than trong.

T6i nghi rang doi cua Lila Hoth s& dung xe thué. Hertz, Avis,
Enterprise hodc bat ky hang cho thué xe nao méi kinh doanh. Mot 1an nita,
lai 1a mot s6 kha it nhdn va doi xe cu thé, chu yéu 1a cac loai kém chat
luong san XuAt trong nudc nhung mai, sach s€, duoc bao tri tdt. Toi trong
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thay nhiéu chiéc pht hop véi mé ta, va nhiéu chiéc khong thé. Toi thyc hién
tat ca cac bién phap dé phong hop 1y dé tranh vudng phai duong cta co
quan thuc thi luat phap, va toi thuc hién moi nd lyuc tdt nhat dé nguoi cua
Lila Hoth phat hién thiy minh. Pém khuya that c¢6 ich. N6 don gian hoa
moi thir. N6 phan loai dan cu. Nhitng nguoi xa la lai vang khong lién quan
hau hét da ngu & nha.

T6i cude bd nira gid, nhung chang gi xdy ra.
Cho tan to1 1 gio 30 sang.

Tan t6i khi toi vong lai phd 22 va Broadway.
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VO TINH TOI LAN NUA TRONG THAY c6 gai cing con ché suc.
Co dang di bo theo dudng Broadway theo hudng Nam, vé phia phd 22. Ga
ngudi bé nho dang té vao may cai cot va 1o tit nhitng nguoi khac. Toi di qua
ho, con ché trong thiy toi bén stia. Toi ngoai lai dé dam bao véi nd rang toi
chang phai mbi de doa 16n, qua khoe mat t6i thdy mot chiéc Crown Vic den
chay qua dén giao thong ciia phd 23. Sach s&, sang bong, dau can dng ten
trén thung xe dugc den pha cua chiéc xe chay sau ba chuc mét chiéu cho
sang 10.

N6 chay cham lai béng van tdc nguoi di bo.

O doan nay, Broadway rong gap do6i. Sau lan, tit ca chay vé hudng
Nam, sau dén giao thong thi duwoc phan dudng ngan danh cho ngudi di bo
chia ra ¢ gitta. To1 dang trén via he bén tay trai. Canh t61 1a mdgt toa chung
cu. Xa nira la cac cura hang ban 1¢. Bén phai t61, cach sau lan duong la toa
nha Flatiron. Xa nira lai cdc ctra hang ban Ié.

Chan trude mat 1a 101 xudng ga tau dién ngam.

Co gai cung con ché suc ré trai phia sau lung toi r6i di vao toa chung
cu. Toi trong thay nguoi gac cira ngdi sau mot cai ban. Chiéc Crown Vic
dimg & lan thtr hai trong sau lan xe. Chiéc xe phia sau né vuot 1én kha
nhanh, 4nh dén pha cta no cho t6i thiy bong hai nguoi dan 6ng & ghé trude
chiéc Crown Vic. Ho dang ngdi yén. C6 thé dang kiém tra mot tdm anh, co
thé dang goi xin 1€nh, co thé got luc lugng ho tro.
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T6i ngdi xudng mot birc tudng gach thip chay quanh khu trong ciy ¢
phia truée chung cu. Lbi xudng ga tau dién ngdm céach toi ba mét.

Chiéc Crown Vic dung yén tai chd.

Xa vé huéng Nam so v6i chd t6i, via hé duong Broadway rong. Canh
day ctra hang ban 18, dudng duoc do bé tong. Phan nira via hé sat mép phd
12 mot tAm ghi dai cua ga tau dién ngdm. Li xudng ga tau cach toi ba mét
1a cau thang hep. Goc phia Nam cua ga trén phd 23. Cac tau tuyén N, R va
W. San ga & man trén thanh phd.

T6i cuoc voi ban than rang day 1a mot 161 vao HEET. Dang ctra song
sat xoay ra vao, kha cao. Khong phai cuoc bang tién. Ma 1a thir gi 46 quan
trong hon nhiéu, séng, tu do, muu cau hanh phtc.

To1 doi.
Hai gi trong xe ngdi yén.

Vao luc 1 gid 30 sang, hé thong tau dién ngdm d3 ¢ vao han ché 4o
dém. Cac chuyén tau chay cach nhau hai muoi phat. Toéi khong nghe tiéng
miét hay gdm gdo tir bén dudi. Khong co ludng khong khi chuyén dong.
Réc trén cac tim ghi ¢ via hé phia xa van nam im.

Chiéc Crown Vic xoay hai banh truéc. Toi nghe tiéng bom trg lyc tay
1ai kéu xi xi va tiéng 10p rit trén mat dudng. N6 ngoat kha gap qua bon lan
duong va lao thang theo hinh chit S hep roi dung lai & mép 1& duong canh
toi.

Hai nguoi dan 6ng ¢ trong xe.
To1 doi.

D6 1a xe cua co quan diéu tra lién bang, chic chan rdi. Mot chiée xe
dung chung. Thong sd LX tiéu chuan, khong phai miu xe Canh sat Chin
bat. Son den, boc vanh bang nhwa. Via hé¢ khéng dong 1am nhung ciing
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khong phai khong c6 ngudi. Nguoi ta dang voi va trd vé nha mot minh,
hodc di dao cham rii thanh timg d6i. Trén may phd ngang phia Nam c6 cac
cau lac bo. T6i biét nhu vdy nho cdc nhém nho nhiing ngudi chénh choang
thi thoang xuat hién, nghénh ¢ ra duong, tim vay xe taxi dang luon 10 bat
khéch.

Hai nguoi trong xe ctr dong. Mot nguoi nghiéng vé bén phai, mot
nghiéng sang trai, cach nguoi ta cir dong trong xe khi ca hai dong thoi nam
liy tay nam cira phia trong.

To1 theo doi nhitng tam ghi cua ga tau dién ngam trén via he, cach to1
bon muoi mét vé phia Nam.

Chang c6 gi. Khong khi dimg yén. Khong c6 rac chuyén dong.

Hai ngudi dan ong ra khoi xe. Ca hai déu mic com 18 t6i mau. Ao
khoac ctia ho hoi nhin & phan dudi lung, do l4i xe. Nguoi ngdi ¢ ghé canh
tay l4i vong sang dimg cing ngudi lai xe noi rdnh thoat nudc gan dau chiée
Crown Vic. Ho diing ngang vai t61, co6 1€ cach sdu mét, cach mdt via he. Ho
c6 phu hiéu gin sin & tai nguc. FBI, t6i nghi, du t6i khong & du gan dé chic
chan vé diéu d6. Vi t6i, tat ca nhitng phu hiéu dan sy nay déu trong nhu
nhau. Nguoi ngdi ghé hanh khach néi to. “Nhan vién diéu tra lién bang
day.” Ctr nhu anh ta can phai noi thé.

To1 khong phan tng gi.

Ho van dung o ranh thoat nuéc. Khong bude 1én ria phd. To6i doan 1a
co ché phong thu theo phan xa. Ria phd nhu mot phao dai ti hon. N6 khéng
thuc sy gitip bao vé, nhung mot khi da xuyén thing né, ho phai tiép tuc. Ho
s& phai hanh dong, va ho khong chic chin phai hanh dong thé nao.

Nhitng tam ghi ctia ga tau dién ngam dung yén lang.

Nguoi ngdi ghé hanh khach goi, “Jack Reacher phai khong?”
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T6i khong tra 10i. Khi tit ca nhitng bién phap khac that bai, hay gia
ngu.

Nguoi cam 1ai néi, “O dau thi ¢ yén day.”

Poi giay toi dang di 1am bang cao su, khong khit va chic nhu toi
thuong quen. Nhung du vay tdi van cam nhan duoc do rung vang xa xam
dau tién cua doan tau truyén qua ching. Mot chuyén tau, hodc tir phd 28 vé
man dudi thanh phé, hoac dang chay tu phé 14 1&én man trén. Co ho1 nam
muoi-nim muoi. Chuyén tau vé man dudi chang c6 ich gi cho toi. Toi dang
& phia khong thuan duong Broadway. Chuyén tau 1én man trén méi 1a cai
t61 mudn.

T61 theo do1 nhitng tam ghi ¢ via he phia xa.
Dam rac van nam yén.

Nguoi ngdi ghé hanh khach goi, “Hay dit hai tay 6 noi t6i c6 thé nhin
thay.”

T6i tho mot tay vao tai. Mot phan dé tim the di tau dién ngam phan dé
xem chuyén gi s& xay ra tiép theo. Toi biét chuong trinh dao tao & Quantico
rat dé cao su an toan cta dan chiing. Cac nhan vién diéu tra lién bang duoc
1énh chi rat vii khi trong tinh huéng khan cip. Nhiéu nguoi chua bao gio rat
vii khi, sudt tir khi t6t nghiép cho dén lic nghi huu, tham chi mot 1an ciing
chua. Xung quanh c6 nhitng nguoi vo t6i. Lbi di cuia mot khu chung cu ndm
ngay sau lung toi. Tam trién khai hoa luc cao, rong va thuan loi, diy nhiing
tham kich an theo dang cho xay ra. Nhitng nguoi di ngang qua, xe c¢g, tré
em ngu trong phong ngu & tang thap.

Hai nhan vién di€u tra lién bang rit sung ra.

Hai dong tac hét nhau. Hai tha vii khi hét nhau. Stng ngén hiéu
Glock, rat ra nhanh gon, nhe nhang va dé dang tir bao sung bén vai. Ca hai
nguoi déu thuan tay phai.
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Nguoi ngdi ghé hanh khach noéi, “Khéng dugc cir dong!”

Xa bén tay trai toi, rac trén cac tAm ghi cua ga tau dién ngidm xoay
tron. Mot chuyén tau 1én man trén thanh phd, dang tién vé phia t6i. Lan hoi
am truéc dau doan tau dang di chuyén nhanh, tao thanh ap suat, tim cach
thoat ra. Toi dung dy, di vong qua rao chan vé phia dau cau thang. Khong
nhanh, khong cham. Tbi tién mdi 1an mot bude. Phia sau, toi nghe tiéng hai
nhan vién diéu tra lién bang bam theo minh. Tiéng got gidy cung trén nén
bé tong. Ho di giay t6t hon t6i. Toi xoay chiéc thé di tau dién ngdm trong
tai va 161 n6 ra, quay cho ding mat khi str dung.

Cong kiém tra vé kha cao. Song sit chay tir san 1én thau tran, nhu mot
xa lim. Co hai ctra xoay, mot bén trai mgt bén phai. Ca hai déu hep va cao
hét tim. Khong can giam sat. Khong can quiy c6 nguoi diéu hanh. Tai dut
thé vao, sd tién cudi ciing con lai trong thé khién cho dén xanh 1én va toi
day cira budc qua. Phia sau toi, hai nhan vién diéu tra lién bang dimg ket
cimg. Néu 12 mot cira xoay binh thudng thi ho da nhay qua rdi giai thich
sau. Nhung cira vao kiéu HEET khong c6 ngudi diéu khién lai khong cho
thuc hién lua chon éy. Va ho lai chéng mang theo thé di tau dién ngém cua
minh. C6 18 ho séng ngoai khu Long Island va ngay ngay 1ai xe di 1am. Ca
ngay ngdi bén ban lam viéc hodc trong xe hoi. Ho bat luc dimg sau cac
song sit. Cling chang c6 co hoi la 161 de doa hay dam phan. Téi da tinh toan
thoi gian vira khit. Lan hoi am d3 vao trong ga, 1am di chuyén buyi va xoay
tit nhitng chiéc cc rong. Ba toa xe dau tién dd nam ngay khic cua. Con tau
gao 1én, rén ri r6i ding lai va toi bude 1én ma chang can phai sai budc dai.
Ctra khép lai va con tau mang t6i di, hinh anh cudi cing t6i thiy 14 hai nhan
vién diéu tra lién bang dung phia bén kia cira xoay, sung thdng xudng doc
than nguoi.
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TOI PANG O TREN TAU TUYEN R. Tau R chay theo Broadway
t6i quang trudng Thoi dai rdi tiép tuc téi phd 57 va dai 16 Bay, noi né ngoat
gip vé bén phai roi dimg & phd 59 va dai 16 Nam roi toi phd 60 va
Lexington truéc khi chay tiép xuyén long song vé phia Péng t6i khu
Queens. T6i khong mudn t6i Queens. Khu ngoai 6 d6 thi 6n, chang van dé
gi nhung budn té vé dém, va du sao trong long toi ciing cam thay rang viéc
can 1am ndm & mdt noi khac. Chic chin 1a & Manhattan r6i. Co6 1& & khu
East Side, khong cach xa phb 57. Lia Hoth da dung khach san Four Seasons
lam bﬁy. Nghia la can ctr thuc su cua co ta & mot noi gén d6, hau nhu c6 thé
chic chan thé. Khong sat nhung c6 thé gén dé di lai duoc thuan tién.

Va can ctr thyc sy cua co ta la mdt can nha chung vuon véi nha khac,
khong phai can ho hay mot khach san khac. Boi ¢6 ta mang theo mot doi,
chiung phai c6 kha niang toi lui ma khong bi phat hién. O man Pong khu
Manhattan c6 rat nhiéu nha nhu thé.

T6i ngdi trén tau di hét quang truong Thoi dai. Tai day c6 mot sd
nguoi 1én. Trong khoang thoi gian mot phut chay ti phd 49, trén toa toi co
hai muoi bay nguoi. R6i ndm ngudi xudng & phd 49 va sd khach bat dau
giam. Toi xudng & ga gitta phd 59 va dai 160 Nam. Khong ra khoi ga. Téi chi
dung trén sin ga doi theo con tau tiép tuc chay ma khéng co6 minh. Roi t6i
ngdi xuébng mot ghé biang ma doi. Toi doan cac nhan vién diéu tra lién bang
& phd 22 di nhan duoc théng tin qua hé thdng lién lac radio. Toi cho 1a co
thé canh sat dang hudng vé cac ga c6 tau tuyén R theo mot hang dai o trinh
tu. Toi hinh dung canh ho ngdi trong xe hoi hay dimg trén via hé, udc
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luong thoi gian con tau chay dudi long dat, ngudi cang ra, roi lai tha 1ong
khi ho nhan dinh rang t6i di di qua phia bén dudi ho va lai tiép tuc tién xa
hon theo hudng tau chay. To6i hinh dung canh hg ding doi khoang nam phut
roi bo cudc. Thé nén toi doi. Ca chyc phat. Rdi toi roi ga. Toi di 1én khoi
long dat va khong thay ai dang tim kiém minh. T6i chi c6 mot minh & mot
goc phd khong ngudi, khach san ¢o ndi tiéng Plaza ngay phia trudc mit,
dugc chiéu sang khap noi, va phia sau toi 1a cong vién, den ngom.

To1 con cach khach san Four Seasons hai day nha vé phia Bac, ntra
day vé phia Tay.

Néu xét ngay tir lac moi chuyén bat dau, t6i con cach noi Susan Mark
1én mat dat tir tau dién ngam tuyén 6 dung ba ddy nha vé phia Tay.

Va ngay lic nay toi hiéu rang Susan Mark dé ching di vé phia khach
san Four Seasons. Khong mic do den va sin sang chién ddu. Khong thé co
chuyén chién déu ¢ sanh khach san, trong hanh lang hay trong mot khu
phong ctia n6. Mic d6 den noi day dén sang chang c6 chut loi thé ndo. Vay
nén khi ay Susan dang hudng vé mot noi khac. Co 18 thang toi diém bi mat,
vay thi né phai & mot con phd ngang kin dao va t6i. Nhung n6 van phai
nam trong 6 vudng ban dau gém sdu muoi tdm diy nha, ndm giira phd 42 va
phd 59, dai 16 Nam va dai 16 Ba. Xét vé tinh chat ctia khu vuc nay thi nhiéu
kha niang nhit ndm & mot trong hai goc vudng phia trén. Hodc phia trén bén
trai, hodc phia trén bén phai. C6 thé 1a mot trong hai 6 vudng nhé hinh
thanh tor muo1 sau day nha.

O d6 c6 thé chua nhiing gi?
Chung hai tri¢u thir khac nhau.

Nhu thé 1a tot gip bon 1an so v&i tdm triéu tha khac nhau, nhung
khong t6t hon nhiéu toi me khién t6i nhay cang vi vui suéng. Thay vi thé
t6i di vé phia Pong qua dai 16 Nam va lai tiép tuc kiéu di lang thang, quan
sat cac xe hoi, ¢ trong bong t6i. Nguoi vé gia cu it hon nhiéu so véi khu 20,
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to1 cho 1a nam & cac 6 cua con dé bi chi y hon khong nam. Thé nén toi
quan sat xe c0 va san sang hoac bo chay hoac chién dau, tuy ké nao phat
hién ra to1 dau tién.

T6i bang ngang dai 10 Madison va hudng vé dai 16 Park. Gid thi toi
d3 ngay phia sau khach san Four Seasons, nim cach hai ddy nha vé phia
Bic. Con phd yén tinh. Hau hét 1a cac ctra hiéu ban 1¢ hang dau va cira hiéu
xa hoa, tt ca déu da dong cira. Pén dai 10 Park toi 1& vé phia Nam r6i t6i
phé 58 lai ngodt sang Pong. Khong thiy gi nhiéu. Vai cin nha chung vuon,
nhung cin nao ciing giong cin nao. Mit tién xay bang d4 cat, cao nim hoic
sdu tang, phia dudi 1a cira s c6 chan song, trén 1a cira so lap cira chdp,
khong den dom. Mot s6 can 1a lanh sy quan cua mot s6 nude nho. Mot b 1a
van phong trung bay chién tich hay cac quy tir thién va cong ty nho. Mot sb
dung 1am noi ¢, nhung duogc chia 1am nhiéu cin ho. Mot sd chac chan 1a
nha cta mot gia dinh duy nhit, song tit ca cac gia dinh duy nhat da say nga
sau nhiing canh ctra khoa kin.

T6i bang ngang dai 16 Park va hudng vé dai 10 Lexington. Quéang
truong Sutton & phia trude. Tinh ling, rat dién hinh cho khu dan cu. Hau
hét 13 can ho, nhung c6 mot sd nha riéng. Xua kia cac khu dan cu tap trung
nhiéu hon ¢ phia Nam va Pong, nhung céac tay co nha dat day lac quan da
day ranh gi6i ctia chiing vé phia Bic, dic biét 1a phia Tay, t6i tan dai 16 Ba.
Céc khu vuc vanh dai moi phét trién twong ddi it nguoi biét.

Mot khu vue 1y tuong dé 4n nau.

To1 tiép tuc lang thang, Tay va Dong, Bic va Nam, phé 58, 57,56, dai
10 Lexington, dai 10 Ba, dai 10 Hai. T61 vong quanh nhiéu day nha. Chéng
c¢6 gi nhay x6 vao t6i. Chang ké nao nhay x0 vao toi. Toi trong thay nhiéu
xe hoi, song tat ca déu chay mot cach vui vé tor A dén B. Chéng chiéc nao
thé hién kiéu chay cham dic trung khi nguoi cam 1ai vira chay vira quét anh
mat qua cac via hé. Toi nhin thdy nhiéu ngudi, nhung hau hét déu ¢ xa va
hoan toan khong lién quan. Nhitng nguoi khé ngu dit cho di dao, nguoi cia
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nganh y té tir bénh vién ¢ East Side tré vé nha, cong nhan don rac, nhitng
nguoil gac cuira chung cu ra ngoai hit thd khong khi trong lanh. Mgt trong
nhitng ngudi dat cho di qua kha gan nén c6 thé bat chuyén dugce. Con cho 1a
cho lai mau xam khé gia, ngudi dit 13 mot ba gia da tring ching tam muoi
tudi. Mai toc cua ba duoc chai chudt va ba trang diém ki ludng. Ba mic
chiéc vay mua hé da 16i mét, rat cAn thém mot d6i ging tay trang dai cho du
bo. Con ché ngung lai, dau budn nhin t6i va ba gia, coi do 1a 101 gidi thi¢u
xa giao du y roi. Ba néi, “Chiic budi tbi vui ve.”

Pa gan 3 gio sang, do d6 chinh xac ra thi day 13 budi sang. Nhung toi
khong mudn t6 ra 1a ngudi thich tranh ci. Cho nén toi chi néi, “Hello.”

Ba ta néi, “Ong c6 biét rang tir d6 duoc phat minh ra gan day
khong?”

To61 hoi, “Tur nao co?”

“Hello,” ba dap. “No6 dugc sinh ra dé chao hoi chi sau khi dién thoai
dugc phat minh. Ngudi ta cam thay can néi diéu gi dé sau khi nhac 6ng
nghe. N6 chinh 13 bién thé cua tir cd halloo. Tl ndy thuc ra 13 cach biéu thi
su ngac nhién hay cam giac séc tam thoi. Anh gdp mdt chuyén gi d6 bat
ngd, anh s& néi halloo! C6 1& ngudi ta gidt minh bdi tiéng réo cua chudng
dién thoai.”

“Vang,” to1 noi. “Co I¢ thé.”
“Anh c6 di¢n thoai khong?”

“Téi timg st dung,” t6i dap. “Chédc chin t6i timg nghe chung do
chudng roi.”

“Anh c6 thdy am thanh cta ching that kho chiu khong?”
“Tbi ludn cho diy 1a muyc dich cta chudng dién thoai ay chu.”

“Vang, tam biét,” ba gia noi. “Néi chuyén véi anh that 1a dé chiu.”
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Chi 14 nhu vay & New York thoi, toi nghi. Ba gia tiép tuc di, con cho
gia bén canh. T6i ddi theo ba. Ba di theo huéng Pong roi hudng Nam bang
dai 160 Hai va khuat tim mat. Toi quay tro lai va chuan bi huéng vé phia Tay
lan nita. Nhung phia trudc t6i sdu mét, mot chiéc Chevy Impala dimg
khung lai & ranh nudc va Leonid tir biang ghé sau budc ra.
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LEONID BPUNG TREN GO VIA HE, chiéc xe lai tiép tuc chay r6i lai
dirng phia sau t6i sdu mét. Tay lai xe budc ra. Di chuyén khéo 1éo day. To6i
bi bao vay trén via he, mot ga phia trudce to1, mot ga khac phia sau. Leonid
tréng van nhu trudc nhung lai c6 khac, van cao, van gdy, van gan nhu
khong c6 rau ngoai trir mot 10p lan phin hung hung, nhung gid hin mic
loai quan 4o thich hop va da bo han vé budn ngi. Hin di giay den, quan soi
dan mau den, 4o lanh c6 mi ciing den. Han trong tinh tdo, canh giac va
nguy hiém. Hin tréng gidbng mot tay toi pham hon. Hon 1a mot ké thich
danh nhau hodc gy rdi noi cong cong. Han trong co vé cia mot tay chuyén
nghiép. Pugc dao tao, va c¢6 kinh nghiém.

Tén nay trong nhu mat tay tung la linh.

T6i i lai tuong cua toa nha bén canh dé co thé quan sat ca hai tén
cung luc. Leonid bén trai t61, gd con lai bén phai. Ga con lai dam thép
nguoi, tudi trén dudi ba muoi. Ga trong giéng ngudi Trung Pong hon 1a
Pong Au. Toc sim mau, khong c6 cd. Khong to 16n. Giong nhu Leonid,
nhung bi nén theo chiéu thang dting nén phinh ra theo chiéu ngang. Ga
cling mic nhu Leonid, 40 rét ré tién mau den. Toi nhin chiéc quan soi dan
va mot tir xuat hién trong Oc toi.

Tu d6 1a: xai mot lan roi viet.
(Ga nay tién mot budc veé phia toi.

Leonid ciing thé.
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Hai lya chon, nhu moi khi: chién ddu hodc bo chay. Chung t6i dang &
trén via hé phia Nam phd 56. Toi da c6 thé chay bang qua bén kia duong cd
gang bo tron. Nhung co6 1& Leonid va dong bon hin nhanh nhen hon téi.
Dinh luat binh quan. Hau hét moi con nguoi déu nhanh hon t6i. C6 18 ba gia
mic chiéc vy mua hé chay nhanh hon t6i. Con ché lai gia mau xam cta ba
chéc chan 1 nhanh hon toi.

Va bo chay da 1a toi rdi. Bo chay va rdi bi bat ngay 1ap tirc thi hoan
toan nhuc nha.

Thé nén toi ¢ yén tai chd.
Bén trai t6i, Leonid tién lai gﬁn hon mot budc.
Bén phai toi, g lun cling 1am diéu tuong tu.

Bit ctr diéu gi ma quan doi da thét bai trong viéc day to1 viéc tranh bi
phat hién, ho da bu dap bang cach day cho t6i rat nhiéu vé chién dau. Ho
nhin t6i mot 1an 1a dua thing t6i phong tap ludn. Toi ciing nhu nhiéu dua
con ctia quan nhan. Ching tdi ¢6 nhitng hoan canh xuat than ky la. Chung
t61 da sdng trén khap thé giéi. Mot phan dic diém cua chung t6i 1 hoc tir
nguoi dan dia phuong. Khong phai lich str, ngdn ngit hay cac mdi quan tam
chinh tr1. Ching t61 hoc & ho cach chién dau. Hoc nhitng k¥ thuat ua thich
ctia ho. V& thuat ving Vién Pong, choang nhau t§i bén ¢ nhiing ving toi té
ctia chau Au, dao d4 va chai lo tir nhitng ving toi t& ciia nudec My. Pén nam
mudi hai tudi thi chiing t6i da tron hét cac thir lai thanh mot thar tan bao hdn
hop khong kiém ché. Cuc ky khong kiém ché. Ching t6i di hoc duoc rang
su kiém ché co thé gay hai cho nguoi ta nhanh hon bat ky cai gi khac. Cir
lam di - Just do it 13 phuong cham cua chiing t6i, trudc khi Nike bat dau san
xuat giay tr 1au. Nhitng dira ndo trong dam tyi t6i ding ky theo nghiép nha
binh thi dugc cong nhan, dugc ¢d van va kém cap thém, roi chung t61 duoc
tach ra roi lai nhap lai v6i nhau. Chiing t6i nghi minh di 1i don tir khi mudi
hai tudi. Pén ndm muoi tam tudi, chung t6i nghi chang ai ¢anh ndi minh.
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Thuc té 1a khong phai thé. Nhung dén tudi hai muoi lam, chung toi da o rat
gan trinh do do.

Leonid tién thém mot bude.
G con lai cling thé.

T6i quay nhin Leonid va trong thay nhimg khop tay bang dong trén
tay hin.

Ga lun cling vay.

Hai tén da deo khop dong vao, nhanh chéong d& dang. Leonid budc
sang bén. Tén dong bon lam twong tu. Chung dang chinh cho chuan goc tan
cong. Toi dua lung vao tudng cia tdoa nha, tao mot goc trong mot trim tam
muoi d6 phia truéc mit. Moi tén déu mudn chiém linh mot g0c bon muoi
lam d¢ bén trai va mot géc bdn muoi 1im d6 bén phai minh. Bé“mg cach do,
néu toi bo chay, chiing sé& bao quat déu moi hudng. Nhu cdp danh dbi trong
tennis. Tap luyén tir 1au, ho tro cho nhau, hiéu béng ban nang.

Ca hai tén déu thuan tay phai.

Nguyén tic dau tién khi ta chéng lai qua didm khop dong: dung dé
dinh don. Pic biét 13 & ddu. Nhung ngay ca nhiing ¢t don vao canh tay hay
mang sudn cling ¢ thé lam giy xuwong va liét co.

Céach tot nhat dé khong bi don 1a rat sung ra ban d6i thu tir cu ly
khoang ba mét. Bu gén dé khong truot, du xa dé khong cho dich cham vao.
Thé 1a xong. Nhung t6i khong c6 lua chon d6. T6i khong c6 vii khi. Cach
t6t nhat tiép theo 1a giir cho dich & xa hodc dé bep ching & cu ly that gan. O
xa, chung c6 thé ddm ca dém ma khong cham noi vao ta. That gan, chiing s&
khong thé dadm duoc. Cach dé giir chung xa ra 1a khai thac tAm tay dai hon
han, néu ta c6, hodc 1a dung chan. Tam tay to1 rat 4n tuong. T61 ¢6 canh tay
rat dai. So véi t6i, con dudi woi lung trang trén truyén hinh tréng ngan
ngun. Céc thay t6i trong quan ddi thuong choi chir vé tam tay cia toi, dua
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[44]

liéu don da c6 phai 13 lya chon toi c6 thé thém vao hay khong. Thir nhat, vi

trén tén t6i-— . Nhung t0i dang dbi mit véi hai gi, va t6i khong chic chin
t6i dang mang mot doi giay 1om. Ching s& tudt ra. Va da bang chan khong
s& dan t6i gdy xwong. Ban chan con yéu hon ban tay. Ngoai trir trong trudng
day karate, noi c6 luat c6 1&. Ngoai duong phd thi ching ¢ luat 1& ndo. Thir
hai 14 ngay khi mot ban chan nhéc 1én khoi mat dat, ta s& mét can bang va
c6 kha ning so ho. Tiép theo thi, ta thdy ta ndim quay do trén san, va rdi ta
chét. Toi da timg chung kién chuyén 4y xay ra. Toi dd 1am cho chuyén 4y
Xay ra.

To1 ti got chan phai vao bic tuong phia sau.
To1 doi.

T6i doan chung s& don lai véi nhau. Nhitng don ra dong thoi, cach
nhau chin muoi d6. Lao vao trong, cach chimg mot bude chan. Tin tét 1a
chung sé& khong ging giét toi. Lila Hoth han di cAm viéc ay. C6 ta mudbn cd
nhiéu diéu tir t61, ma xac chét thi chang thé mang lai gi.

Tin xau la nhiéu vét thuong nghiém trong gan dén mirc bo mang.
To1 doi.

Leonid noi, “Ong khong can phai dé bi thuong dau, ong biét day. Néu
6ng mudn, éng chi can di theo chung t6i va ndi chuyén véi Lila.” Tiéng
Anh cua Leonid khéng duogc dang cap nhu Lila Hoth. Ngit diéu cua hin
thd. Nhung hin biét tit ca nhimg tir cin noi.

To1 noi1, “Theo cac anh di dau?”

“Ong biét rang chung t6i khong thé noéi cho éng duge. Ong s& phai
deo bing bit mat.”

T6i n6i, “Toi s& bo qua bang bit mit. Nhung cac anh ciing khong
budc phai dé bi thuong ddu. Cac anh c6 thé di, vé bao Lila ring cac anh
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chua hé trong thay toi.”
“Nhung diéu d6 khong dung.”

“Dung lam nd 1€ cho su that, Leonid. P61 khi su that khién nguoi ta
dau don. D61 khi ndé dam ngay sau mong anh do.”

Mot diém tich cuc ctia mot cude tan cong phodi hop cua hai dbi thi 1a
chung phai trao ddi tin hiéu bat dau. Co6 thé chi 1a mot cai liéc mat hay gat
dau, nhung ludn co. Po 14 tin hiéu canh bao trong mot phan nho gidy. Toi
nhan dinh Leonid 1a nhan vat chinh. Ké noi trudce tién thuong dam nhiém
vai tro d6. Han s& thong bao cudc tin cong. Toi quan sat doi mat han, rat
can than.

To1 no1, “Anh c6 no1 dién vé chuyén xay ra & ga xe ltra khong?”

Leonid lac dau. “Téi dé cho 6ng danh t6i. D6 1a viée can thiét. Lila da
no6i thé.”

T6i quan sat hai mat han.

T6i ndi, “Hay néi cho t6i nghe vé Lila.”
“Ong mudn biét gi?”

“T6i muodn biét co ta 1 ai.”

“Thé thi di theo chung toi roi hoi o ta 4y.”
“To1 dang hoi anh ma.”

“C0 ta 1a mot phu nir c6 mdt viece can lam.”
“Kiéu cong viéc gi?”

“Pi theo chiing t6i roi hoi ¢o ta 4y.”

“To1 dang hoi anh ma.”
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“Mot viéc quan trong. Mot viéc can thiét.”
“N6 lién quan dén nhiing gi?”

“Pi theo chiing toi roi hoi ¢o ta 4y.”

“To1 dang hoi anh ma.”

Khong c6 cau tra 10i ndo. Khong néi chuyén thém. To6i cam thay
chung dang cang 1én. Toi quan sat guong mat Leonid. Thiy hai mat hin mé
to ra va dau ha thap vé trudc khé gat. Chung dong thoi xong thang vao toi.
T6i day manh va lao ngudi khoi birc tudng sau lung, ti hai nim tay vao
nguc minh va chia hai cli chd ra phia ngoai nhu hai canh may bay rdi lao
vao chiing manh nhu chiing lao vao t6i. Chung t6i gip nhau & mot diém duy
nhat, nhu mot hinh tam gidc sup ca ba goc vao tam, hai cui ché cua té1 danh
trang mat ca hai tén. Bén phai, t6i cam thdy may chiéc ring trén cia ga lun
vang ra con bén trai thi ham dudi cia Leonid roi khoi vi tri. Luc tac dong
bang tich s6 cta khdi luong va binh phuong téc do. Toi co khdi luong 10,
song doi tng lai nhiin va hai chan t6i x6 khong chat do ndng, thé nén téc do
ctia toi thap hon 18 ra phai co.

Nghia la lam giam luc tac dong mot chut.
Va gitip cho c4 hai tén van con dimg duoc.
Tt 13 t6i can lam thém chit viéc.

T6i 1ap tic xoay ngudi lai nén cho gi lin mot ci ddm moc ning
khuing khiép vao tai. Chang theo thé gi hét. Chang theo chién thuat nao. Chi
1a mot cu ddm khéng dep nhung ning. Tai gi bi dan bet vao dau va mang di
mot chat lyc, song phan lyc 16n hon nhiéu di thang qua phan sun dap nat
ma vao théng hop so. C6 hén giat manh sang mot bén va tai con lai dap vao
bo vai bén kia. Pén ltic ay véi doi gidy toi tan toi da tro lai hudng cii va
thiic cuii cho sdu vao bung Leonid. Pung chd t6i da tang hin lic ¢ ga Penn,
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nhung véi lyc manh gip ca chuc lan. Tdi gan nhu thuc xuong séng han bat
khoi lung. Tbi tan dung luc doi lai dé nhay vé phia bén kia, t6i bén g lun
lan nira. Ga dang cong ca ngudi va loang choang, san sang doi dém dén tam
nhu trong quyén Anh. Tdi ra mdt don thip vao dung than gi. Pon nay khién
gi thang ngudi 1én va xoay tron vé phia toi. Toi gap hai gbi, lao vé phia g
dung tran phang trang khoang giita hai mat gi. N6 tung. Nhitng phan xuong
nao ma khuyu tay t6i chua lam giy di gy nét, gi d6 xuong nhu mot tim
gié. Leonid vd vao vai t6i bang nim dam ddng. Hin nghi d6 1a mot ca dam,
nhung trong trang thai chang con stc luc, mot cai vo 1a tat ca nhitng gi han
c6 thé 1am. Tbi thong tha 1y stc, 1dy dich can than va ha guc hian bang mot
cu moc vao ham. Ham Leonid da vo do cui ché cua to1. Gid nd bi v& thém
mot chat. Xuong va thit ban ra thanh mét vong cung do hién rd dudi anh
deén duong. Ring, toi nghi thé, va c¢6 18 ca mot phan ludi ciia han nia.

T6i hoi run rdy. Nhu moi khi. Luong adrenalin qua muc dang d6t
chay toi. Tuyén thuong than cham bé me. Roi no lai dén bu qua mirc. Qua
nhiéu, qua mudn. To1 danh muoi giay on dinh lai nhip thé. Muodi gidy nita
dé binh tinh lai. Roi t6i kéo ca hai gi ngang via hé va dung cho ngdi dua
vao chd tuong toi dimg lac ndy. Khi bi t6i tim va kéo, hai chiéc 4o lanh co
mil trim ctia chiing gidn ra chimng moét mét. Do ré tién. Mic mot 1an roi bo,
phong trudng hop chung nhudm mau to6i ma. Toéi dung cho ca hai ¢ tu thé
sao cho chung s& khong d6 vat xudng va nghen tho, roi toi giat sai khuyu
tay phai ctia hai gi. Ca hai tén déu thuan tay phai, ma c6 kha ning 13 toi s&
gap lai chiing mot lan nira. T6i mudn chung khong c¢6 kha ning hanh dong
trong tinh huéng 4y. Khong phai thuong tat vinh vién. Chi can ba tuin bé
bot nhe nhang 1a khuyu tay s€ ngon lanh nhu mai.

Trong tai ca hai ¢ dién thoai di dong. Téi ldy ca hai. Ca hai déu c6
anh cta toi. Phan quan 1y cic cudc goi déu tréng tron. Chang co gi khac.
Khéng tién. Khong chia khoa. Khong cé bing chimg cu thé. Khong co
manh mdi cho biét chung tir dau téi. Cling chang c6 kha ning chiing sé co
thé noi cho toi biét sém. Toi dd nén ching qua manh tay. Ching di bi loai
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khoi vong chién. Va ngay ca khi tinh day ciing chang c6 gi dam bao rang
chung s& nhd duoc gi. Tham chi tén cia minh ciing chang nhé. Ton thuong
& ving dau c6 nhitng anh huong kho doan trude. Nhan vién y té ho dau cé
duia khi hoi cac nan nhan hom nay ngay may hay Tong thong 12 ai.

Vé phan toi thi chang c6 gi an han. Chu ¥ dam bao an toan van tot
hon. May ké khi dang ¢anh nhau ma nghi trudc téi hdu qua minh gay ra thi
lai thuong khong di xa dén murc dy. Chinh ho tré thanh hau qua. Thé nén
khong c6 gi an han. Nhung ciing chiang gianh duogc gi. Do 1a diéu dang that
vong. Tham chi nhitng nim dim bang dong ciling chang vira tay toi. Toi thir
ca hai cip, qua nho ca. Toi ném chiing xuéng mét rinh nudc cach sau mét.

Xe hoi ciia hai tén van con nd may bén ria phd. N6 mang bién New
York. Khong c6 hé thong dan dudng. Vi thé khong c6 bd nhd sb vé dia
diém can ct. Trong ngin dung d6 bén cira, t6i tim thdy mot hop dong thué
xe ghi tén nguoi thué ma to1 chua bao gio nghe té1 va mot dia chi & London
ma t6i cho 1a gia. Trong ngin dung ging tay, toi thdy sach huéng dan sir
dung xe va mot cudn sé nhod gay xodn, mot cay but bi. Cudn s6 khong viét
gi. Toi lay cay viét, budc lai chd hai gi r6i dung long ban tay trai ti manh
dau Leonid xudng dé gitr cho chic. Roi t6i dung bt bi viét vao tran hin, 4n
sdu ngoi but vao da va miét di miét lai cho rd.

Toi viet, Lila, goi cho toi.

R&1 t61 lay xe cua hai ga 14i di.
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54

TOI CHAY THEO PAI LO HAI VE PHIA Nam ri r& sang ph6 50
va di theo hudng Pong cho t6i tn cudi phd va bo chiée xe lai & mot hong
nude chita chay cach cao tc FDR ntra ddy nha. T6i hy vong canh sat khu
vuc 17 s& tim phat hién ra nd, thidy nghi ngd va lam mot s6 xét nghiém.
Quan 4o c6 thé vat bo. Xe thi khong d& thé. Néu nhu ngudi cta Lila da
dung chiéc Impala dé chay khoi hién trudng vu giét nguoi bang bua, trong
xe s& c6 mot s6 dau vét. Bang mat thuong thi toi khong thé thdy chung,

[43]

nhung cac Doi Piéu tra Hién trudng khong chi dya vao quan sat bang

mat thuong.

T6i dung vat 4o lau tay lai, can sb va cac tay nam cira. Roi t6i ném
chia khoa xuéng mot tAm ghi, di bo trd lai dai 16 Hai va dung trong bong tbi
cho xe taxi. C6 mot dong xe cd viura phai chay vé man dué6i thanh phé, moi
chiéc déu sang 1én boi nhitng dén pha phia sau nd. Toi ¢ thé thiy trong
mdi chiéc c6 miy ngudi. Toi ghi nhé thong tin cta Theresa Lee: xe taxi gia,
luon quanh man trén thanh phé) béng dai 10 Muo1, man dudi ¢ dai 10 Hai,
mot gi ngdi trudc, hai gi phia sau. T6i doi mot chiée taxi hoan toan khong
c6 nguoi trir 1ai xe roi budc ra va vy no. Tai xé 1a nguoi Sikh tir An Do t6i,
ddi mot chiée khan Xép, cO bd rau quai non rat day va biét rat it tiéng Anh.
Khong phai canh sat. Ong ta dua t6i chay vé phia Nam tdi quang truong
Union. Toi xudng xe ¢ d6, ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé bang trong bong t6i va
quan sat lii chudt. Quang trudng Union 1a noi t6t nhét trong thanh phd dé
xem chung. Ban ngay Co quan Quén Iy Cong vién bon phan 1am bang mau
va xuong thi cho cac ludng hoa. Ban dém lii chudt mo ra kiém an noi chd
phan bon ay.
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Pén 4 gio t61 ngu thiép di.

Pén 5 gi0, mot trong hai chiéc dién thoai thu duoc rung 1€n trong t0i
tol.

T6i tinh ddy, danh mot gidy kiém tra bén trai, bén phai va phia sau roi
1at dat 16i chiéc dién thoai ra khoi tii quan. N6 khong d6 chudng, chi co tu
rung rung. Ché do im lang. Man hinh nhé don sic & mat trudc cua nd ghi:
Cudc goi han ché. Toi mé ra va man hinh 16n ¢6 mau & trong cling ghi noi
dung tuong tu. T61 ap chiéc dién thoai vao tai va noi, “Hello.” Mét tir m&i,
dugc phat minh ra gan day.

Lila Hoth tra 161 t61. Gigng cua c¢0 ta, thanh di¢u cua co ta, kiéu noi
clia ¢ ta. CO ta noi: “Vay day, ong di quyét dinh tuyén chién. RS rang
khong c6 nguyén tic can du nao danh cho ong ca.”

To1 no1, “Chinh xac thi co6 1a a1?”
“Ong sé biet.”
“To61 mudn biét bay gio.”

“Téi 1a con 4c mong té hai nhat ctia 6ng. Nhu hai gio trude day. Va
ong van dang giit mot thi thudc vé toi.”

“Thé thi dén ma lay. T4t hon 13 hiy diéu thém mAy thang quin cua
c0. Cho to1 tap thé duc nhe nhang thém mot chat.”

“Pém nay ong gip may, thé thoi.”
T6i dap, “Toi luén may méan.”
Lila hoi, “Ong dang & dau?”
“Ngay bén ngoai nha cd.”

C6 mot khoang ngung. “Khong, khong phai.”
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“Chinh x4c,” t61 néi. “Nhung c6 vira md1 xac nhan rang c6 dang ¢
trong mQt can nha. Va rang ngay luc nay c6 dang dung canh ctra s6. Cam
on cO ve thong tin d6.”

“Thuc su thi 6ng & dau?”

“Toa nha lién bang,” t61 dap. “Cung nguoi cua FBL.”
“Tbi chang tin 6ng dau.”

“Tuy c6 tho.”

“Hay cho toi biét ong dang ¢ dau.”

“Gan cd,” t61 dap, “dai 10 Ba va phd 56.”

Lila m¢é miéng dap 101 nhung ngung ngay 1ap tirc. CO ta ndi khong
qua mot am th. Mot am bat. Khoi dau cua mot cau thé hién sy mat kién
nhan, mang tinh cii va va hoi ty man. Kiéu nhw, Thé thi chang phdi gan t6i

dau.
Co ta chang ¢ chd nao gan dai 16 Ba va phd 56.

“Co hoi cudi cung,” Lila Hoth néi. “T61 mudn c6 tai san cta minh.”
Giong c6 ta dju lai. “Chung ta c6 thé thoa thuan néu 6ng mudn. Hay dé no &
mot noi an toan roi cho t6i biét dia diém. T6i s& cho ngudi dén 1ay. Chung
ta khong can gip nhau. Ong tham chi co thé duoc tra tién.”

“Khong phai to61 dang tim viéc dau.”
“Ong dang tim cach duoc séng ddy ch?”
“Tbi chang so ¢o dau, Lila.”

“P6 1a diéu Peter Molina d3 noi day.”

“No6 dang & dau?”
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“Ngay ¢ day, cung chung t61.”

“Con song khong?”

“Pén ma tim hiéu.”

“N6 di d¢é lai 16i nhan cho huén luyén vién.”

“Hodc c6 thé t6i dd md bang ma cdu ta ghi trude khi chét. Co thé cau
ta da bao toi rang huén luyén vién ctia cau ta khong bao gio nghe dién thoai
trong bira tdi. Co thé cu ta dd nodi cho tdi nhidu didu. C6 thé toi d3 bude cau
ta phai lam thé.”

To1 héi, “Co dang ¢ dau, Lila?”

“To1 khong thé noi1 cho 6ng biét,” c6 ta noi1. “Nhung to1 co thé cho
nguoi don 6ng.”

Céch ba chuc mét, t6i thdy mot chiéc xe canh sat chay trén phd 14.
Chay tir tir. Anh sang hong 16e 1én bén 6 ctra s6 khi nguoi 1ai quay dau sang
phai lai sang trai.

T6i hoi, “Cé di quen biét Peter Molina duoc bao 1au?”
“Ké tir khi toi d6n cau ta & quan bar.”

“Né van con song chir?”

“Pén ma tim hiéu.”

T6i noi, “C6 dang trong giai doan chi manh treo chudng diy Lila. Co
d3 giét bon ngudi My & New York. S& chang ai 1 chuyén d6 di ca.”

“To1 chang giét ai hét.”

“Nguoti cua co da lam vige ay.”
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“Nhirng nguoi da roi khoi dat nude nay. Ching to61 vo can.”
“Chtng t61 a?”

“Ong hodi qua nhi€u day. Ho di ca roi. Ngay ca xe cua ho cling khong
con ton tai.”

“Néu nguoi cua cd hanh dong theo 1énh co thi cac c6 khong vo can
dau. b6 1a &m muu.”

“Pay la dat nudc cua cac bd luat va cac phién toa. Chang c6 bang
chirng nao hét.”

“Xe hoi thi sao?”

“Khoéng con ton tai.”

“C0o s€ khong bao gio dugce vo can vi toi. T61 s€ tim ra co.”
“Té6i hy vong thé diy.”

Cach ba muoi mét, mot xe canh sat giam toc dé xudng nhu bo.

Toi1 no1, “Hay ra day ma gdp t61, Lila. Hodc tro vé di. Mot trong hai
con duong 4y. Nhung kiéu gi co ciling bi ha guc ¢ day.”

Co ta noi, “Chung to1 chua bao gid bi ha ca.”
“Chung t61 1a nhitng ai?”

Nhung khong ¢6 cdu tra 15i. Cudc goi da két thuc. Chang co gi, ngoai
su yén lang ngu xuan ciia duong day khong con cude hoi thoai.

Céch ba muoi mét, chiéc xe canh sat ding lai.
To1 gap dién thoai dut vao tui.

Hai canh sat ra khoi xe, budc vé phia quang truong.
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To6i & yén tai chd. Pung day bo chay thi qua kha nghi. T6t hon nén
ngdi yén. Trong cong vién khong chi ¢ mot minh t6i. Tai ddy c6 chimng
bbn chuc ngudi. Trong d6 mot sé nguoi 14 dan song tai ddy. Nhitng nguoi
khac 1a khach véang lai. New York 1a thanh phd 16n. Nam quan. Hanh trinh
tr& vé nha mat nhiéu thoi gian. Thuong thi nghi doc duong van dé hon.

Hai canh sat roi den pin vao mdt mot nguoi dang ngu.
Ho tiép tuc. Roi dén vao ngudi tiép theo.

Va nguodi tiép nira.

Chang hay.

Chang hay chut nio ca.

Nhung t6i khong phai ngudi duy nhét c6 két luan nhu vdy. Quanh
quang trudng, t6i thdy nhiéu bong ngudi tir cac bang ghé dung day tan di
theo cac huong khac nhau. Co 1€ 1a nhirng ké b1 1énh truy na dac biét, nhirng
ké budn ban ma tay c6 hang dut trong ba 16, nhitng nguo1 hoan toan don
doc khong mudn gip ai, nhitng ké hoang tudng bat lyc canh gidc véi hé
thong chinh quyén.

Hai canh sat, khu vuc rong khodang mot mau, ching ba muoi nguoi
van nim trén ghé, khodng mudi ngudi méi di chuyén.

To1 quan sat.

Hai canh sat tiép tuc di chuyén. Anh dén pin cta ho 1ap loang trong
bong dém. Nhitng cai bong dai do xubng. Ho kiém tra ngudi tht tu, roi
nguoi thir nim. Roi nguoi thir sdu. Thém nhiéu ngudi dung day. Mot vai
nguoi roi han, mot s6 chi chuyén tir ghé nay sang ghé khac. Quang trudng
day nhitng dang nguoi, mot sd dimg yén, mot s6 di chuyén. Moi thir déu di
chuyén cham chap. Mt di¢u nhay luoi biéng, mét moi.
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To1 quan sat.

Su thiéu quyét doan méi xuat hién trong ngdn ngit co thé cua hai vién
canh sat. Giéng nhu hai con méo chin gia stic. Ho tién dén nhiing ngudi
van con trén ghé. Ho quay di soi dén vao nhimg ngudi bo di. Ho tiép tuc
bude, cti nguoi, quay ngudi. Chang theo kiéu nao cy thé. Chi la nhiing ctr
dong ngiu nhién. Ho tiép tuc di toi. Ho dén cach t6i chirng muoi mét.

RO61 hai vién canh sat bo di.

Ho thyc hién trd choi vi nhimg chiée dén pin vong cudi cung dé lay
1& 16i di vé xe minh. T6i quan sat ho dénh xe di. Toi ngdi trén ghé, tho ra va
bat dau nghi vé nhitng con chip GPS gin trong hai chiéc dién thoai di dong
ma t6i da thu duoc dang nam trong thi. Mot phan trong toi nghi rang Lila
Hoth s€ khong thé tiép can dugc cac v¢ tinh theo doi. Nhung mot phﬁn khac
trong to1 tap trung vao cau noi cua cd ta. Chung t6i chua bao gio bi ha ca.
Chiing t6i 14 mot tir 1on. Chi hai am tiét nhung c6 ham y 16n. C6 1& nhiing
ké xau tir Pong Au da gianh duoc nhiéu hon chir khong chi nhitng hop
d6ng cho thué giéng dau va quyén khai thac khi dt. C6 1& chiing mang hinh
thire nhitng ha ting co s¢ khac. Bo may tinh bao cua Lién X6 cii han da
bién di dau d6. Toi nghi vé cdc may tinh xach tay, dudng truyén bang thong
rong va tat ca nhiing loai cong nghé ma toi khong hiéu lam.

Giir hai chiéc dién thoai trong tai, nhung toi dung khoi ghé bing va
huéng vé phia tau dién ngam.

D6 12 mot sai 1dm nghiém trong.
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S5

GA TAU BPIEN NGAM O QUANG TRUONG Union 14 ga 16n. Noi
day c6 sanh 1én tau to nhu ca mot trung tdm thuwong mai ngam dudi dat.
Nhiéu 18i vao, nhiéu 16i ra, nhiéu tuyén, nhiéu duong, cau thang, quﬁy, cac
diy cira xoay. Cong thém cac chudi dai nhitng may nap tién cho thé di tau
dién ngﬁm hodc mua thé mai. To1 dung tién mat mua mot thé mai. Toi nhét
t& hai muoi d6 theo chiéu nam ngang vao khe va nhan dugc hai muoi luot
di tau cong thém ba lugt khuyén mai. Toi lay thé, quay ngudi budc di. Pa
gan 6 gio sang. Ga dang dy dan nguoi. Ngay 1am viéc dang bat dau. Toi
budc qua mot quay bao. Chd nay cé ca ngan loai tap chi. Va cac chong bao
mdi day cop sin sang dé ban. Hai tit bao khac nhau. Ca hai déu rat 1on. Mot
tit c6 bdn tir, chir 16n, st dung nhiéu muc in den: FBI TIM BA NGUOL
Dong con lai ciing ¢6 bon tir FBI SAN BA NGUOI. R rang 1a ¢6 su thong
nhat. So ra thi toi thich tir #im hon sdn. Thu dong hon, it quyét tim hon.
Gan nhu 6n hoa. Toi cho 1a bat ky ai ciing thich dugc tim kiém hon bi sin
dudi.

To1 quay di.
Va trong thay hai canh sat dang can than quan sat minh.

Hai sai 1am déng thoi. Trudce tién 1a sai 1am cua ho, roi cong thém sai
lam cua t6i. Sai 1am cta ho thi binh thudng. Cac nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang & phd 22 va Broadway da thong bao rang toi tau thoat bang tau dién
ngam. Dua vao d6, nhin chung cic nhan vién thuc thi phap luat nhan dinh
réng t6i s& mot 1an nita trén thoat béng tau dién ngém. Bé1, khi duoc lua
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chon, luc lugng thuc thi phdp luat luén tham gia tran chién 1an trudce thém
mot 14n nita.

Sai 1am cua toi 1a budc thang vao cai bay luoi biéng cuia ho.

Bé1 ¢6 6 giam sat thi ¢c6 nguoi giam sat. Vi ¢c6 nguoi giam sat nén
khong ¢ céc cira ra vao chan song cao dang xoay. Chi 1a cac thanh chin
thong thuong cao ngang dui. Toi quet the va di qua. Trung tam thuong mai
thay doi hinh dang thanh mot 16i di dai va rong. Cac mili tén chi sang trai,
sang phai, 1én trén, xuéng dudi, theo cac tuyén va hudng khac nhau. Toi di
qua mdt ngudi dang choi vi cam. Anh ta chon cho minh vi tri noi tiéng
vong s& c6 ich cho minh. Anh ta that giéi. CAy dan c6 4m chic chan, day
khi phach. Anh dang choi mot ban nhac bi ai thoi1 xa xuwa ma t61 nhan ra la
da xuit hién trong mot by phim vé chién tranh Viét Nam. C6 18 day khong
phai mdgt lya chon giip mang lai cam hing cho nhitng nguoi di lam som.
Hop dan vi cAm ctia nhac cong mé ra dit dudi chan anh va khéng co nhiéu
tién 1am. T6i xoay ngudi ra vé ty nhién, tudong nhu dang nhin ngudi choi
dan, va t6i trong thay hai vién canh sat budc qua cira xoay phia sau toi.

T6i ngodt vio mot goc ngau nhién roi theo hanh lang hep hon va thay
n6 dan Ién ga cho tau chay 1én man trén thanh phd. Noi ndy day nhing
nguoi. Va la mot phan cua hai ga ddi xing nhau. Phia trudc t6i 13 ria san ga
r0i t6i dudng ray, va roi mot hang cot sat chdng d& duong phd phia trén, va
roi duong ray chay vé man dudi thanh phd, roi téi san ga cho tau vé man
dudi. Thir gi ciing mot cdp, ké ca hai dong hanh khach. Nhiing con ngudi
mét moi, lang thinh quay mat vao nhau, cho doi di ra theo huéng nguoc
nhau.

Céc duong ray dang hoat dong quay lung vao nhau, & hai bén day cot
sat trung tdim. Chung dugc chin lai, nhu nhitng duong ray hoat dong o
trong ga. Cac tAm chin 14 nhiing chiéc hop kin ba mat, mat dé mé nam o
phia quay ra duong tau.
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Phia sau, kha xa bén trai, hai canh sat chen qua dong nguoi tién vé
san tau. Toi kiém tra hudng con lai. Bén phai toi. Hai canh sat nira chen vao
dam dong. Ho to beé, cong kénh nhiing trang cung bi. Ho nhe nhang day
hanh khach ra khoi duong tién, dat tay 1én vai ho, vy ngugc ban tay, nhip
nhang, nhu thé dang boi.

T6i dich dén giita ga. T6i lach vé trudc dén tan khi hai chan dat trén
vach canh bio mau vang. T6i dich sang bén cho t&i khi mot cot sat nam
ngay phia sau lung. T6i ngd sang trai. Nhin sang phai. Chang ¢ tiu nao
dang chay toi.

Dam canh sat ti€p tuc di chuyén. Phia sau ho c¢6 thém bon ngudi nira
xuat hién. Hai & bén suon t61, hai bén phia con lai, dang lach qua ddm dong
mot cach cham rai va chac chan.

T6i nghén ¢6 veé trudc.
Chang thdy anh dén nao trong dudng ham.

Pam dong dich chuyén va don lai bén toi, bj x6 ddy boi nhitng ngudi
moi dén, bi pha ngang béi bude tién lién tuc ciia cac vién canh sat, bi kéo
vé phia trude bdi cai true cam ma bat cir ngudi di tau dién ngdm nao ciing
c6 rang chéc chan tau sip dén t6i noi.

To1 ngd qua hai vai kiém tra 1an nira, ca bén trai va bén phai.
Canh sat trén san ga t61 dang ding.
Tam nguoi ca thay.

Chang co6 canh sat nao trén san ga doi dién.
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S6

NGUOI TA SO BPUONG RAY THU BA. Chang c6 gi phai thé, trur
phi ta dinh cham vao né. Vai tram von, nhung né c6 nhay vao ta dau. Phai
chu dong cham vao né thi méi gap rac rdi.

Budc qua khong kho may, ngay ca khi di doi gidy toi tan. Toi nghi 13
tuy doi gidy cao su ciia minh 1am giam d6 chinh x4c trong hanh dong dén
muc nao, song bu lai n6 c¢6 kha nang cach di¢n. Nhung du co thé di nita, toi
tinh toan hanh dong cua minh hét stre can than, nhu thé dan dung mua trén
san khau vay. Nhay xudng, dit hai chan & gitta duong ray chay 1én man trén
thanh phd, chan phai trén dudng ray thtr hai, chan trai xodi qua dudng ray
thr ba, lach qua khoang trong gifta hai cay cot, chan phai dua qua dudng
ray thu ba tiép theo, chan trai dat trén duong ray chay vé man dudi thanh
phé, cic budc chan nho can than, roi tiéng tho phao nhe nhom, leo 1én san
ga clia tau chay vé man dudi thanh phd, bién mat.

Thuc hién khong kho may.

Khong khé may cho dam canh sat theo ngay sau lung toi.
C¢ ¢ trude day ho da lam viéc nay.

To1 thi chua.

T6i chd doi. Nhin phia sau, ngd bén trai roi bén phai. Pam canh sat
d3 & gan. Pu gan dé tién cham lai, xdy dung doi hinh va quyét dinh chinh
xac s& thuc hién thé nao viéc can lam tiép theo. T6i khong biét phuong
phap cua ho s€ ra sao. Nhung du 1a gi ho cling s€ thuc hién cham rai. Ho
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khong mudn ngudi ta chay gidm dap tan loan. San ga chat cing nguoi, bat
ky hoat dong bat ngd nao cling khién ngudi ta hoang loan. Piéu d6 s& din
td1 cac don kién.

T6i kiém tra bén trai. Nhin bén phai. Ching c6 tau nao chay téi. Toi
tir hoi liu canh sat di ding tau lai chiang. Co6 thé d6 1a mot quy trinh da
dugc tap duot that k§. Toi tién nira budc. Nguoi ta don lai & phia sau to1,
gilta t0i va cay cot. Ho bat dau thuc vao lung t6i. Toi lach theo hudng khac
ho. Vach canh béo ¢ ria san ga 1a nhitng vach vang son 1én cac khéi hinh
tron u 1én. Pé khong xay ra nguy hiém do budc hut hodc truot chan.

Dam canh sat da dan thanh ntra duong tron nong. Ho céach t61 chung
hon hai mét. Ho da di chuyén vao phia trong, day hanh khach ra phia ngoai,
rit ngan ban kinh ctia duong tron, mot cach cham rdi va than trong. Nguoi
ta dang theo doi tur san ga ddi dién danh cho tau chay vé man dudi thanh
phd. Nguoi ta chen nhau, chi tré t6i va nhon chan nhin.

To1 doi.

T6i nghe thay tiéng tau. O bén trai t6i. Mot ludng sang di dong trong
duong ham. N6 dang tién t&i voi van tde cao. Tau cua chung toi. Lén man
trén thanh phd. Pang sau toi, ddm dong nio dong. Toi nghe tiéng ludng
khong khi ta dén va tiéng rit ciia cac khop ndi bu dudi cac ria sat. Trong
thdy toa xe sang dén lac lu va bat nay 1én qua chd ngoat. Toi nghi né dang
chay voi tdc do chirng ba muoi ddm mot gi6. Khoang mudi ba mét rudi mot
gidy. T6i can hai gidy. T6i nghi ching d6 1a da. Thé nén toi phai hanh dong
khi con tau con cach hai bay mét. Bam canh sat s€¢ khong bam theo. Thoi
gian dé phan tng s& tude di cua ho thoi gian ti thiéu can thiét dé dat két
qua. Va trudc 1a ho phai dung cach ria san ga hai mét rudi. Véi lai ho co
nhitng wu tién khac véi t61. Ho c6 vo, co gia dinh, c6 nhitng tham vong,
nhirng khoan luong huu. Ho ¢ nha, san, nhitng bai cé can xén, nhirng bong
dén can mic.

To1 tién mdt budc nhd xiu nira.
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Anh dén pha dang chiéu thang vao toi. Truc dién. Rung va lac. No
khién t6i khé wdc luong khoang cach.

ROi t61 nghe tiéng mot doan tau & bén phai.

Mot chuyén tau vé man duéi thanh phd, dang tir hudng ddi dién lao
lai rat nhanh. Pdi xtng, song khong dong bd voi nhau mot cach hoan hao.
Gidng nhu hai tim rém dang khép lai, tAm bén trai vao trudc tim bén phai.

Nhung trude bao nhiéu?

T6i can do tré ba gidy trong tong sé nam gidy, bai leo 1én san ga cho
tau chay vé man dudi thanh phd sé& khién toi mat thoi gian nhiéu hon so voi
nhay xudng ga cho tau chay vé man trén thanh ph.

To6i dung lai ca gidy, suy tinh, danh gia, cam nhéan, c¢6 gang phan
doan.

Hai doan tau gio 1én lao vao trong, mot tir phia trai, réi mot tir phia
phai.

Nim trim tan, va nim tram tan.

Téc d6 trudce khi dimg, chimg sau muoi dim mot gio.
Pam canh sat nhich lai gan hon.

Thoi diém quyét dinh.

T61 hanh dong.

T6i nhay xuéng, khi con tau 1én man trén thanh phd con cach ba muoi
mét. Toi dap hai ban chan xudng giira cac dudng ray va gitt chac roi nhich
dung theo di tinh toan trudc. Nhu biéu do diéu nhay trong sach. Chéan phai,
chan trai cao han lén trén duong ray dong, hai tay dit trén cot. Toi ngling
lai mot tich tic va ngd bén phai. Con tau vé man duéi thanh phd da & rat
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gan. Phia sau t6i, con tau 1én man trén dang sam sap lao qua. Phanh cua no
dang nghién xubng rit 1én. Mot con gié dir giat manh 4o t6i. Nhing 6 cira
sang dén ludt qua khoe mat toi.

T6i cham cham nhin sang phai.

Con tau vé man dudi thanh phd trong that khong 16.
Thoi diém quyét dinh.

T61 hanh dong.

Chén phai nang cao 1én trén dudng ray dong, chan trai dat dudi nén
dit ray. Con tau gan nhu lao vao t6i. Chi con cach vai mét. N6 dang lic lu
va xoc 1én. Phanh ctia n6 dang ham rat manh. T6i ¢ thé trong thiy nguoi
1ai tau. Miéng ong ta ha hoc. Toi c6 thé cam thay ludng khong khi x6 manh
phia truéc toa 6ng ta ngdi.

T6i bo diéu mua da dan dung trude. Chi lao ngudi vé phia san ga bén
kia. Cach chua té1 mét rudi nhung c6 vé xa vo cung. Nhu chan tro1 sau
nhimg dong bang. Nhung toi di téi duoc d6. Toi nhin sang phai va thiy
moi chiéc dinh ri vé va bu loong trén dau con tau chay vé man duéi thanh
phé. N6 dang lao thang vao toi. Toi ti hai 1ong ban tay xuéng nén ga va bat
ngudi 1én. Toi tuong nhu dam nguoi chat cing dang don ép kia s& khién toi
bat ngay xudng nhu cil. Song nhiing ban tay lién tam lay t6i kéo 1én. Con
tau sam sam lao sat qua vai toi va ludng khong khi manh khién t6i chao
nguoi. Nhitng 6 cira s6 ludt qua nhanh. Nhitng hanh khach khong hay biét
gi dang doc sach, doc bao hay dang ding lac lu. Nhitng ban tay 16i t6i 1én
kéo toi vao dam dong. Ngudi xung quanh ti ra 1én. Thay miéng ho ha hoc
vi hoang so nhung t6i chang nghe thay gi. Tiéng rit tir phanh cua con tau 4t
hét tiéng ho. Toi cti dau di xuyén qua dam dong. Nguoi ta budc sang trai
roi lai sang phai dé nhudng dudng cho t6i. Vai ngudi con vd vao lung khi
t6i bude qua. Tiéng chic ming dit quing con theo toi ra tdn ngoai.

Chi c6 & New York.
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T6i di qua mdt cira xoay va hudng 1én phé.
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CONG VIEN QUANG TRUONG Madison cach bay diy nha vé phia
Bic. Toi con nhitng bén tiéng giét thoi gian. Toi danh thdi gian mua sim va
an udng ¢ dai 16 Park khu Nam. Khong phai vi t6i ¢6 nhitng thir can mua.
Khéng phai vi toi rat doi. Ma béi vi danh cho nhiing ké sin dudi nhimg gi
ho khong mong dogi ludn luon la cach tdt nht. Nguoi ta cho 1a bon td1 pham
thuong cao chay xa bay. Nguoi ta khong cho rang chung 16n von ¢ khu dan
cu ngay do, ra vao quan an hay cua hi¢u.

Moi hon sau gid sang mot chit. Ctra hang thyc pham, siéu thi, quan
an, tiém ca phé déu dd mo cira. Toi bat dau & mot cira hang Food Emporium
c6 161 vao & phd 14 va 16i ra & phd 15. T6i danh bdn muoi 1am phut & do.
T6i 1y mot cai gio, lang thang gitta cac 16i di vo nhu dang chon db. P& gay
cht ¥ hon 1a chi di lang thang. P& gay cht y hon lang thang giita cac 16i di
ma khong mang theo gi6. Toi chang muén mot tay quan 1y sin tinh canh
gidc goi cho bat ky luc luong nao dé. Toi tudng tuong ra tinh hudng minh
c6 mot can ho gan ddy. Toi nhét vao cian bép tudng twong di dd cho ca hai
ngay troi. Ca phé, tit nhién roi. Cong thém do tron 1am banh kép, trimg, thit
mudi, mot 6 banh mi, bo, mot it mut, mot g0b1 xuc xich Y, hon mot lang pho
mat. Khi t6i thdy chan va chiéc gié di ning, t6i bo nd6 & mot 16i di khong
ngudi va chudn ra qua ctra sau cta ctra hang.

Piém ding tiép theo 1a mot tiém an cach xa bon diy nha vé phia Bic.
To1 di trén via he bén tay phai, lung quay ra duong. Trong tiém, to1 dn banh
kép va thit mubi ma ai d6 ¢ mua va ché bién. Pung kiéu cta toi hon. Toi
danh thém bén muoi phit nita ¢ d6. Roi t6i di ntra ddy nha téi mot quan bia
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Phép. Thém ca phé va mot chiéc banh simg bo. Ai d6 da dé lai mot to New
York Times trén chiéc ghé d6i dién. T6i doc to bao tir dau chi cudi. Khong
thdy nhic toi vu san nguoi trong thanh phd. Khong thay nhic téi cudc dua
vao Thuong vién ctia Sansom & phan tin tirc qudc noi.

Toi chia hai gid con lai cho bon huong khac nhau. To1 tir mot si€u thi
& goc giao giira dai 10 Park va phd 22 di sang hiéu thudc Duane Reade d6i
dién roi téi mot cira hang duge pham CVS trén goc gitta dai 10 Park va phd
23. Nhitng bang chtng nhin thdy dugc ching t6 rang dit nudce nay dang chi
tiéu cho viéc cham séc toc hon 1a cho thuc pham. Roi luc 10 gio kém 25 toi
ngimg mua sim ma budc ra bau trdi budi sang ruc nang roi vong lai. Tir
dau phé 24 t6i can than quan sat dich dén, mot hém khong tén ram mat nam
giita hai toa nha khong 16. Toi chang trong thay gi khién minh phai lo ling.
Khong chiéc xe hoi bi hiém nao, khong xe tai nao d6 d6, khong cé cip doi
hay nhom ba nguoi nao ¢d tinh an mic tam thuong deo tai nghe.

Thé nén, vao dang 10 gio, té1 budc vao cong vién quang truong
Madison.

T6i trong thdy Theresa Lee va Jacob Mark ngdi canh nhau trén mot
ghé bing gan chd cho chd di vé sinh. Trong ho c6 vé dd duoc nghi ngoi
nhung lo ling, cing thang, mdi nguoi theo mot cach riéng. C6 1& 13 mdi
ngudi c6 nhimg 1y do riéng. Ho 1a hai trong s6 mot traim ngudi ngdi trong
nang mot cach yén binh. Cong vién 1a mot 6 chir nhat day cay cdi, bai co,
16i di. Pay 1a mot 6¢ dao nho, rong bang mot diy nha va cao bang ba day,
duoc quay hang rao, bao quanh boi bon via hé tat bat ngudi di lai. Cong
vién 1a dia diém t6t cho nhitng cudc hen bi mat. Hau hét nhirng ké di san bi
thu hat bai nhitng muc tiéu di dong. Hau hét tin ring dam to6i pham thuong
xuyén di chuyén. Ba trong s6 mot traim ngudi ngdi yén trong khi thanh phd
xoay tit xung quanh ho thi sé& it gdy cht ¥ hon ba trong s6 mét tram ngudi
voi va di trén phd.

Khoéng hoan hao, song 1a riii ro ¢6 thé chap nhan duoc.
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To1 kiém tra xung quanh lan cudi cung r61 ngoi xuong canh Lee. Co
dua to1 mgt to bao. Mot trong nhitng to to1 da doc. To ¢o tit SAN. C6 ndi,
“Bé4o nodi rang ching ta da ban ba nhan vién di€u tra lién bang.”

“Chung ta da ban bon nguoi,” t61 ndi. “Pung quén tay nhan vién y

14
A Y

te.

“Nhung ho lam cho nghe nhu thé ching ta da dung sung that. Ho 1am
cho nghe c6 vé nhu nhiing tay dy da chét vay.”

“Ho muodn ban duoc bao.”
“Chung ta gap rac roi roi.”

“Piéu d6 ching ta biét rdi. Ta ddu can mot tay nha bao bao cho thi
méi biét.”
Lee noi, “Docherty di noi lai 1an nita. Anh ay da nhan tin cho t6i sudt

ca dém, trong khi dién thoai tat.”

CO6 nhac nguot khoi ghé, rut trong tii sau ra mot tdp gidy. Ba manh
giay vang cua khach san, gap lam tu.

T61 hoi, “Co da ghi lai 477

Lee dap, “DPo6 la cac tin nhan dai. Téi khong muon dé dién thoai mé
néu nhu cd nhitng di€u can phai xem lai.”

“Vay chung ta biét dugc gi?”

“Pon canh sat khu vuc 17 d3 kiém tra cac cira ngd giao thong. Thu
tuc quy chuan sau khi xay ra mot vu pham toi 1on. Bon nguoi dan 6ng da
roi dat My khoang ba gio sau thoi diém c6 kha ning xay ra vu giét nguoi.
Qua san bay JFK. Pon khu vuc 17 goi ho 1a d6i tuong c6 kha niang 1a nghi
pham. D6 1a chuyén c6 thé xay ra.”
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Toi gat dau.

“Pon khu vuce 17 ding ddy,” toi noi. “Lila Hoth d3 bao toi nhu vay.”
“Ong d3 gip co ta sa0?”

“C0 ta goi cho t61.”

“Bang may nao?”

“Béng mét chiéc dién thoai khac toi léy tr Leonid. Hin va mot tén
tim thay t6i. Khong dugc chinh xac nhu t6i mudén, nhung toi da lién hé
duoc & mirc han ché.”

“Co0 ta thu nhan a?”
“ft nhiéu nhu thé.”
“Vay gio ¢ ta ¢ dau?”

“T6i khong biét chinh xac. Toi doan 13 & noi nao d6 phia Pong dai 10
Nam, phia Nam phd 59.”

“Tai1 sao?”

“C0 ta dung khach san Four Seasons lam binh phong. Tai sao lai phai
di chuyén ch?”

Lee noi, “Cé mot chiée xe thué bj dbt chay ¢ quan Queens. Pon khu
vuc 17 nghi rang bén gi kia d3 dung no dé thoat khoi Manhattan. Roi
chung bo chiéc xe va di tau tdi san bay.”

To1 gat dau lan nira. “Lila bdo rang chiéc xe bon chung st dung
khong con ton tai nira.”

“Nhung van dé 1a & ddy,” Lee noi. “Bdn gi nay khong tré lai London,
Ukraine hay Nga. Chung dugc dua thang t&i Tajikistan.”
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“Noi d6 1a dau?”
“Ong khong biét ha?”
“Nhitng dia diém moi d6 lam t6i 1an 16n hét.”

“Tajikistan nam sat voi Afghanistan. Hai nudc c6 chung duong bién
gidi. Ca voi Pakistan nira.”

“C6 c6 thé bay thing téi Pakistan.”

“Chinh xéc. Vi vay hoac nhitng ga nay tur Tajikistan t&i, hoac tir chinh
Afghanistan. Tajikistan 1a noi 6ng t&i dé vao dat Afghanistan ma khong qué
16. Ong bang qua bién gidi bang mot chiéc xe ban tai. Puong sa xdu nhung
Kabul khong cach qua xa.”

CCOK.93

“Va day 1a mot van dé khac. Bo An ninh Qudc gia ¢c6 mot quy trinh.
Mot dang thuat toan do may tinh thuc hién. Ho c6 thé theo ddi cac nhom
ngudi thong qua cac hanh trinh gidng nhau hodc nhiing luot dat vé lién
quan t&i nhau. Hoa ra bén ga d6 da tir Tajikistan nhap canh vao My cach
day ba thang cung véi vai ké khac, trong d6 c6 hai phu nit mang ho chiéu
Turkmenistan. Mot nguoi sau muoi, ngudi kia hai muoi sau tudi. Ho cing
lam thu tuc nhap canh va nhan la me¢ con. Va By An ninh quéc gia san sang
thé rang ho chiéu cta ho 14 ho chiéu that.”

“Vay me con nha Hoth khong phai ngudi Ukraine. Moi diéu ching
n6i véi chung ta déu 1a gia doéi.”

Chung t6i cing im ling suy nghi vé chuyén d6 trong hai chuc gidy.
T6i ludt lai tat ca nhimg diéu Lila di noi cho chung toi va xéa bo chung,
tung diéu ting diéu mot. Ctr nhu 16i cac hd so tir ngin kéo ra, 14t qua roi
ném hét vao thung réc.
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To61 no1, “Ta da xem hd chi€u cua ho & khach san Four Seasons. To1
trong chung c6 vé 1a ho chiéu Ukraine.”

Lee noi, “La d6 gia. Néu khong ho da sir dung chung khi nhap canh.”
Tbi noi, “Lila c6 mat xanh.”

Lee noi, “Tdi cling nhan thay thé.”

“Chinh xac thi Turkmenistan & dau?”

“Ciling sat vo1 Afghanistan. Bién gidi dai. Afghanistan bi bao boc boi
Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan va Pakistan, xuoi chiéu kim
d6ng ho tinh tir ving Vinh.”

“Néu tat ca 1a 1a Lién bang X6 viét thi d& hon.”
“Trtr phi 6ng da sdng ¢ d6.”
“Turkmenistan va Afghanistan c6 trong dong vé sic toc khong?”

“Co 1€ co. Tat ca nhitng duong bién gidg1 ay déu hoan toan tuy ti¢n.
Déu do nhiing sy c6 lich sit. Van dé 1a su phan chia gitra cac bg toc. Cac
duong ve trén ban d6 khong lién quan gi dén chuyén do.”

“C0 la chuyén gia day a?”
yen g y

“NYPD biét vé khu vuc nay nhiéu hon ca CIA. Chung t6i phai biét.
Chung t6i ¢6 nhiéu nguoi & d6. Chung t6i ¢ thong tin tinh béo t6t hon bat
ky ai khac.”

“Mot nguoi tr Afghanistan c6 thé xin dugc hd chiéu cua
Turkmenistan khong?”

“Bang cach chuyén noi ¢ ha?”

“Bang cach nho giup do va lay no.”
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“Ttr mot ngudi thong cam do cung sic toc ha?”
T6i gat dau. “C6 thé bang cach bat hop phap.”
“Sao 6ng lai hoi thé?”

“Mot s6 nguol Afghanistan co mét mau xanh sang. Pac biét la phu
nit. Mot dong gien la trong dan noi do.”

“Ong nghi me con nha Hoth tir Afghanistan téi 47"

“Ho biét nhiéu kinh khiing vé cudc xung dot v6i Lién Xo. Hoi t6 vé
thém, nhung ho néi dung gan hét cac chi tiét.”

“C6 thé ho di doc sach.”

“Khong, ho c6 nhitng cam xuc that su. Va bau khong khi nira. Nhu
nhing chiéc 40 choang cii chang han. Cac chi tiét co vé nhu khong pho bién
1am. P6 1a thong tin ma chi ké trong cudc méi c¢o. Trude cong chiing, Hong
quan to ra rang ho dugc trang bi rat tot, vi nhitng 1y do gi thi r6 rang roi.
Noi dung tuyén truyén ctia chiing ta ciing néi diéu tuong tu vé ho, vi nhimg
Iy do ciing & nhu vay. Nhung khong phai vay. Hong quan hoi d6 dang tan
rd. T6i cam thay nhiéu thr trong nhiing diéu me con Hoth néi nghe ¢6 vé
nhu chi nguoi trong cudc méi biét ma thoi.”

“Thé thi sa0?”
“Co thé Svetlana thuc su da chién dau ¢ d6. Nhung & phia bén kia.”

Lee nging mot chut. “Ong nghi me con nha Hoth 1a phu nit ngudi bo
tdc sao?”

“Néu Svetlana da chién dau ¢ d6 nhung khong phai chién dau cho
Lién X0 thi chéic chén ho phai l1a nguo1 cia bo toc.”

Lee ngung 1an nita. “Trong trudng hop ay thi Svetlana da ké toan bo
cau chuyén tur phia bén kia. Moi thtt duoc xoay nguoc lai. Ké ca su tan
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bao.

“Dung,” to1 dap. “Ba ta da khong phai chiu dung. Ba ta da gay ra
chung.”

Chung t6i lai im lang, thém hai muoi gidy nira. Toi lién tuc dao mat
khap cong vién. Hay quan sat, dieng chi nhin, hdy ling nghe, dirng chi la
nghe thdy. Cang tap trung bao nhiéu, anh s& séng sot 1au hon biy nhiéu.
Nhung chang cé gi nhday bo vao toi. Chang c6 gi bat ngd xay ra. Nguoi ta
dén va di, nguoi ta dat cho toi di vé sinh, mot hang ngudi dang hinh thanh o
quay ban banh hamburger. Con sém nhung gid nao ciing la gio an trua cia
ngudi ndo d6. Con tiiy & chuyén ngay bat dau vao thoi diém nao. Lee dang
xem lai hét nhiing gi c6 di ghi chép. Jacob Mark dang dam dam nhin mat
dat, nhung anh mat anh tip trung vao noi nao d6 sau dudi mit dat. Cudi
cung anh clii ngudi vé trudce, xoay dau nhin t6i. Toi nghi: Tdi roi ddy. Cau
hoi 1on. Cu x6c¢ trén duong.

Anh héi, “Luc Lila Hoth goi cho anh, ¢6 ta co nhéc toi Peter khong?”
T6i gat dau. “Co ta 3 don n6d ¢ quan bar.”

“Tai sao phai mat t6i bon gid dé lam viéc d6?”

“La thu thuat. Dé cho vui vé diéu dang. Vi ¢ ta c6 the.”

“Gio thang bé & dau?”

“C6 ta noi rang né ¢ day, trong thanh phd.”

“N6 on khong?”

“C6 ta khong noi cho toi biét.”

“Anh nghi n6 s& 6n ch?”

To1 khong tra 101.
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Anh bao, “Néi cho t61 di, Reacher.”
To1 dap, “Khong.”

“Khong 1a anh khong noi véi té1 a?”
“Khong, toi khong nghi 1a thang bé on.”
“Nhung c6 thé n6 6n.”

“T6i c6 thé 1am dy.”

“Co ta da noi gi voi anh?”

“To1 no1 rang to1 khong s¢ co ta, Lila bao rang do cling la diéu Peter
Molina da n6i véi cd ta. Toi héi liéu n6 6n khong, c6 ta bao 1a t61 nén tu
dén ma tim hiéu.”

“Thé 14 c6 thé thang bé 6n.”
“Co thé. Nhung t6i nghi anh nén thyc té.”

“Vé chuyén gi? Tai sao hai ngudi phu nit bd toc cua Afghanistan
mudn gy chuyén véi Peter chr?”

“Tat nhién la dé ti€p can Susan.”
“Vi cai gi? Lau Nam Goc co trach nhiém giup Afghanistan ma.”

Tbi noi, “Néu Svetlana 13 mot phu nit bd tdc tham gia chién dau, ba ta
1a mot trong cac du kich quan Hoi gido. Va khi nguodi Nga tro vé qué
huong, quan du kich Hoi giao khong tré vé chan dé. Ho tiép tuc. Mot sb tro
thanh Taliban, sb con lai trd thanh al-Qaeda.”
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JACOB MARK NOI, “Téi phai di gip canh sat vé chuyén cua Peter.”
Anh ta vira nhom ntra ngudi khoi ghé thi t6i khom nguoi qua Lee dit mot
ban tay lén canh tay anh.

“Hay suy nghi that k¥,” t61 noi.

“Co gi dé nghi cha? Chau t6i 13 nan nhan bi bat coc. N6 1a con tin. Co
ta da tha nhan rdi.”

“Hay nghi xem canh sat s€ lam gi. Ho s€ goi di€u tra lién bang ngay
1ap tirc. Bam diéu tra lién bang s€ xich c6 anh lai 1an nira va dung Peter dé
can duong, vi ho ¢6 con ca to hon can tom lay.”

“T6i phai ¢b.”

“Peter chét réi, Jake. Toi rat tiéc, nhung do 1a su that anh phai ddi
mat.”

“Van con co hoi.”

“Vay thi cach nhanh nhat dé tim ra n6 1a tim Lila. Va chung ta c6 thé
lam viéc ay t6t hon canh nhén vién diéu tra lién bang kia.”

“Anh nghi thé ha?”

“Hay xem lai chién tich cua ho ay. Ho da dé song mat Lila mot lan,
ro1 lai dé cho ching ta thoat khéi noi1 giam gitt. C6 can ngudi tim hd sach
trong thu vién t61 cling chang doi nao cur ho di.”
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“Lam thé quai nao ma chung ta ty tim dugc co6 ta?”
To1 nhin Theresa Lee. “C6 da néi chuyén véi Sansom chr?”

Lee nhun vai, nhu thé ¢6 c6 ca tin tot 1an tin x4u. C6 noi, “Toi da nobi
chuyén voi ong ta mot 1at. Sansom bao c6 18 6ng ta mudn dich than dén day.
Ong ta bao s& goi lai cho tdi dé thong nhat dia diém va thoi gian. Toi noi
rang ong ta khong goi duoc dau vi toi tat dién thoai. Thé 13 Sansom bao
thay vi goi to1 Ong ta s€ goi vao di dong cua Docherty, va to1 s€ goi cho
Docherty dé nhan 16i nhin. Téi da 1am nhu vdy. Docherty khong nghe may.
T6i thir goi vao tong dai cua don. Nhan vién diéu phdi noi rang Docherty
khong c6 ¢ do.”

“Thé nghia 12 sao?”
“T6i nghi nghia 12 anh 4y vira bi bat.”

Picu d6 lam thay doi moi thtr. Téi hiéu nhu vay ngay céa trude khi
Lee noi né ra. Co dua cho t6i may méanh gidy gap lai. T6i cam lay, nhu cAm
gay chay tiép stc. Toi sé phai chay tiép, nhanh hét kha ning c6 thé. Co da
ra khoi duong chay, cudc dua cia ¢ dd cham dut. Lee ndi, “Ong di hiéu,
phai khong? Gio toi phai trinh dién. Anh ay 1a dong sy cua toi. Toi khong
thé dé anh 4y mot minh d6i mat voi tro dién r6 nay.”

T6i noi, “Co di nghi rang anh ta s& bo roi co ngay lap tirc ma.”

“Nhung anh iy da khong thé. Va lai du sao t6i cling c6 nhiing tiéu
chuan riéng.”

“Lam thé chang c6 ich gi dau.”

“Co thé khong. Nhung toi s& khong quay lung lai dong su ctia minh.”

“Co dang tu diy minh xubng vuc ddy. Néu ¢ trong tu thi ¢6 ching
gitip d& dugc ai ca dau. Bén ngoai ludn tot hon bén trong.”
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“Véi 6ng thi khac. Ngay mai ong c6 thé ra di. Toi thi khong thé. Toi
song & day.”

“Vay con Sansom thi sao? T61 can thoi gian va dia diém.”

“T6i khong c6 thong tin d6. Va du sao 6ng ciing nén can than voi
Sansom. Qua dién thoai nghe giong 6ng ta rat la. Toi khong biét liéu 6ng ta
thuc sy ndi dién hay thuc su lo léng. That kh6 ma néi 6ng ta ding vé phia
nao, liéu s€ t&i day khong va khi nao s€ t&i1.”

Roi Lee trao cho tdi chiéc dién thoai dau tién ctia Leonid va chiéc sac
khéan cép. Co6 dat mot ban tay 1€n cénh tay t61 bop lai, rat nhanh, du chi mot
chat. Thay cho mét cai 6m va mot cir chi chic may man. Va ngay sau do,
quan h¢ hgp tac tam thoi gitra ba chiing t61 tan v& hoan toan. Jacob Mark da
dtmg san trudc khi Lee kip nhom day. Anh noi1, “To1 méc no Peter. Pugc
théi, c6 thé ho sé lai téng to1 vao tu, nhung it ra ho cling s€ di tim théng bé.”

“Chung ta c6 thé di tim nd,” t61 noi.
“Ta chang c6 ngudn luc nao ca,” Jake dap.
To1 nhin ca Jake va Lee r61 hoi, “Ca hai cung chac chtr?”

Ho chic. Hai nguol budc xa dan t6i, ra khoi cong vién, ra via he¢ dai
16 Nam, dung ddy nghén c6 ra tim mot xe canh sat gidng nhu ngudi ta vay
taxi. Toi ngdi mot minh khoang mét phut réi ding day budc theo hudng
khac.

Piém dimng tiép theo, mot noi ndm ¢ phia Pong dai 16 Nam va phia
Nam phd 59.
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59

CONG VIEN QUANG TRUONG Madison nép minh ¢ dau phia
Nam dai 16 Madison, noi n6 bt dau & phé 23. bai 16 Madison chay théng
qua mot tram muo1 lam khdi nha t6i cAu Pai 16 Madison, cay cau dan sang
quan Bronx. Ta c6 thé tdi san van dong Yankee bang dudng nay, du nhimng
tuyén khac tot hon. T6i du dinh di hét mot phan ba tuyén nay, dén phé 59,
dirng lai chéch vé phia Bac va phia Tay mot chiit so voi noi Lila Hoth néi 1a
co ta khong ¢, gitra dai 10 Ba va phé 56.

Pay 1a noi tot dé bat dau, cling nhu bat ¢t noi nao khac.

Tbi bit xe buyt, mot chiée chay cham va 1on x0n, la lga chon ma truc
gidc ctia mot tay toi pham s& khong chon, song 1a noi trén tranh hoan hao
cho t61. Xe c§ dong duc, chung to1 di qua nhiéu canh sat, ca di bo 13n di xe.
T6i nhin ho qua ctra s6. Chang ai ngo lai t6i. Mot ngudi trén xe buyt cling
gan nhu 1 tang hinh.

T6i chdm dat tang hinh khi xudng xe ¢ phd 59. Vung dat 1y tuong
cho mua sim ban 1¢, vi vay la noi tuyét voi cho khach du lich, thé nén moi
goc phd déu co cac cap canh sat dé dam bao an ninh. T6i theo modt phd
ngang t61 dai 10 Nam, tim mot chudi nguol ban hang rong ¢ ria cong vién
Trung tdm va mua mot chiéc 40 phong den in chit New York City, mot doi
kinh mat hang nhai, mét chiéc mii choi bong chay mau den in hinh qua tio
do. Toi thay do trong phong vé sinh ¢ sdnh mot khach san 101 tro lai dai 10
Madison v&i vé ngoai khiac mot chut. Pa bdn gio troi qua ké tir khi bat ky
canh sat truc ca nao bao cdo v6i chi huy cua ho. Va trong bon gio thi ngudi
ta quén nhiéu lam. Toi cho rang ai thi cling chi ¢ thé nhé cao va do so mi
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ka ki 1a cing. Vé phan chiéu cao thi t6i chiu chang 1am gi dugc, nhung vé
chuyén an mic thi voi mon d6 méi mau den ndy may ra toi c6 thé vudt qua
mat ho. Cong thém dong chit ghi trén 4o phong, cip kinh, cai mil nita, tat ca
khién toi trong nhu mot g thon méi & qué 1én phd vay.

Ma co ban thi t6i thé that. Toi that chang biét minh dang lam gi. Tim
ra bat ky noi an nau nao dugc nguy trang déu that kho khin. Tim ra nd &
mot thanh phd 16n déng dan gan nhu 1 diéu khong thé. Tbi chi loanh quanh
may ddy nha chon ngiu nhién, bam theo linh cam vé dia ly, day c6 thé 1a
mot khéi dau hoan toan sai 1am, ¢ ging tim ra nhiing 1y do dé thu hep dién
tim kiém. Khdch san Four Seasons. Khéng sdt nhung dii gdn dé di lai thudn
tién. Pidu d6 nghia 13 sao? Cach hai phat chay xe? Nam phut di bo? O
huéng nao? Khong phai huéng Nam, t6i nghi. Khong nam trén phd 57, vén
1a mot con dudng 16n chay ngang thanh phd. Hai chiéu, sau lan duong.
Luon luén tap nap. O tiéu khu Manhattan, phd 57 gidng nhu song
Mississippi. Mot trd ngai. Mot duong ranh gidi. Lan vé hudng Bic, vé phia
cac ddy nha yén tinh hon, t6i tim hon thi vin hap din hon.

T6i theo ddi ludng xe c6 ma nghi: khong phai cach hai phit chay xe.
Lai xe déng nghia v&i viée thiéu kha nang kiém soat, thiéu tinh co dong,
cham tré, cac dai 16 va duong phé mot chiéu, nhitng khé khin khi dd xe, c6
kha ning c6 nhitng phuong tién dé nhan ra d6 trong khu bdc d& hang, bién
56 c6 thé bi theo ddi va xac minh.

Trong thanh phd, du ta I3 ai, di bd van t6t hon lai xe.

T6i theo phd 58 va di bd tdi 16i vao tir phia sau khach san. No ciing
hoanh trang nhu 16i vao ¢ mat trude. Noi nay ciing ddy nhitng dong, nhing
da va nhiing 14 co bay phap phéi, nhitng nguoi khuan d6 mac dong phuc va
nguoi gac cura doi mil chop. C6 mot hang dai xe hoi sang trong doi bén ria
phé. Lincoln, Mercedes, Maybach, Rolls-Royce. Mdi chiéc tri gia hon ca
triéu do, tit ca déu nhét vao mot khoang chung ba chuc mét vuong. C6 mot
khu boc d& hang véi cira cuén mau xam dang dong lai.
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To1 dirng canh mdt cau tryc ctra khach san, lung t61 quay vao cua
khach san. Toi s& di dau? Bén kia phd chang c6 gi ngoai mot day nha cao
tang kho cting. Hau hét 1a chung cu, tang trét cho cac khach hang danh
tiéng thué. P6i dién 12 mot phong trung bay nghé thuat. Toi lach nguoi qua
cai giam xoc ma crom cua hai chiéc xe, bang ngang phé va liéc vai buc
tranh cua phong trung bay. To61 xoay ngudi va nhin ngugc lai tur via he bén
kia.

Bén trai khach san, & phan gin véi dai 16 Park hon, chang c6 gi dang
cha y lam.

R6i t6i nhin sang phai, doc theo day nha chay vé phia dai 10 Madison,
va ndy ra mgt y tuéng moi.

Ban than khach san 1a cong trinh méi xay dung bang khoan ngan sach
kinh khiing. Cac toa nha gan d6 déu yén tinh, giau c6 va chic chan, mot s6
moi, mot sd cii. Nhung & ria phia Tay cua ddy ndy 13 ba cin nha cil lién
tiép. Hep, mot mat tién, nam téng xay béng gach, dai dau néng gi6, bong
tréc, roi rung, 6 ban, co gi d6 hoang tan. Nhitng 6 ctra s6 ban thiu, rAm ctra
vong xubng, mai ngang, co6 dai moc theo cac mai dua, cac thang sit thoat
hiém chay dich dic tir ting bén xubng. Ba cin nha ndy tréng nhu ba céi
rang sau trong mot nu cudi rong mo. Mot can cd nha hang khong con hoat
dong thudc s& hitu cua nguoi thué téng trét. Mot cdn c6 cira hang ban dung
cu. Can thtr ba timg 1a mot cong ty da ding hoat dong lau dén muc toi
chang thé biét truéc day no 1a gi. Song song véi hoat dong 1am dn, mdi cin
c6 mot canh ctra hep kin dao. Hai trong s6 cac 6 ctra cO nhiéu nit bim
chudng, cho théy ¢4 nhiéu can ho. O cira canh nha hang cii c6 mgt nut bam,
chtng t6 bdn tang phia trén chi c6 mot chi.

Lila Hoth khong phai mdt ty phtt Ukraine tr London td1. D6 chi la
diéu dbi trd. Thé nén du co 1a ai, c6 ta ciing chi tiéu trong khuon kho. Chac
chan ngan sach kha hau, cho phép thué vai 16 ¢ khach san Four Seasons khi
can. Nhung kha nang la khong phai ngan sach vo han. Ma mubn mua nha
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riéng & Manhattan thi phai co it nhat hai muoi triéu do la. Con thué thi mdi
thang phai vai chuc ngan do.

C6 thé mua duoc su riéng tu mot cach it ton kém hon bang cach chon
nhiing cin xuéng cp sir dung nhiéu muc dich nhu ba cin t6i dang quan sat.
Va ¢6 1& ¢6 cac loi ich khac. Khong c6 ngudi gic clra ¢ gan, it nhitng cip
mat nhom ngé. C6 1& con mot nhan dinh nita: mot noi nhu nha hang hay
ctra hang ban dung cu thi c6 thé chuyén hang vao moi gio, dém ciing nhu
ngay. Moi hinh thirc bat ky dén va di c6 thé dién ra ma khong thu hit bat ky
su chu y nao.

T6i budc xudng phd, dimg & ria phd d6i dién véi ba can nha kia va
chdm chdam nhin chung. Trén via he, dong nguoi kéo dai khong dut chen
qua toi. Toi bude xubng ranh thoat nude dé tranh. O gdc phd phia xa giao
gilta dai 10 Madison va ph6 57 c6 hai vién canh sat. Chéo véi toi va cach
mudi 1dm mét. Ho khong nhin vé hudng toi. Toi nhin lai nhimg can nha,
dau xem xét lai nhitng nhan dinh ctia minh. Tau tuyén 6 chay qua phé 59 va
dai 10 Lexington cling gan ddy. Khach san Four Seasons ¢ gan day. Dai 10
Ba va phd 56 khong gan. Thé chdng phdi gan t6i ddu. Su bi mat duoc dam
bao. Chi phi khong nhiéu. Chinh xac r6i. Hoan hao. Thé nén tdi cho 1a minh
dang tim mot dia diém giéng nhu mot trong ba cin nha t6i dang quan sat,
niam trong hinh nan quat c6 ban kinh niam phat di bd vé phia Pong hodc
Tay ké tir cira sau khach san Four Seasons. Khong & phia Béc, néu khong
thi Susan d dau xe ¢ man gitta thanh phd va xudng tau dién ngdm & phd
68. Khong & phia Nam, do rao can tim 1y ctia phd 57. Khong phai mot noi
hoan toan khac, bo1 ching da su dung khach san Four Seasons lam binh
phong. Néu 13 mot noi hoan toan khac, bon chung da chon khach san khac.
Thanh phb New York khong thiéu nhiing toa nha hoanh trang.

Logic thuyét phuc. C6 thé qua thuyét phuc. Khép kin, chic chan nhu
vay. Boi néu toi bam vao gia dinh rang Susan Mark xudng tau dién ngam o
phé 59 va du dinh tiép can muc tiéu tor huong Bic con phé 57 1a mot rao
can tdm ly & phia Nam thi phd 58 1a san choi chinh, phai thé. Va cudc bo
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qua cac ddy nha ngang khu Manhattan mat chimg nam phat. Do d6 di bo
trong pham vi ndm phut vé bén trai hay bén phai tir ctra sau khach san Four
Seasons thi s€ dung lai hodc & ding day nha t6i dang lang vang, hoac day
ké tiép ¢ phia Pong, nam giita dai 16 Park va dai 10 Lexington. Nhiing cin
xudng cap sir dung dan xen nhiéu muc dich hiém khi xuét hién ¢ nhitng day
nha thé nay. Nhitng ké 1am tién di dudi chung di tir 1au r6i. Hoan toan cé
kha ning t6i dang nhin vao ba cin duy nhat nhu vay con sot lai cia ca mot
vung.

Vi vay hoan toan c6 kha nang t61 dang nhin vao noi an nau cua Lila
Hoth.

Hoan toan c6 thé, nhung hau nhu khong c6 kha nang xay ra. Toi cling
tin vao may man nhu bat ky nguoi nao khac. Song t61 khong tin mgt cach
dién cuong.

Nhung t61 cling tin vao logic nita, ma con tin hon nguoi khac, va
chinh logic da dua t61 dén day. Toi ra soat lai toan bo mdt lugt nira roi tin
tudng vao ban than minh.

Vi mot yéu té khac nira.
Do 1a cung mot kiéu logic da dua mot ké khéc nira toi day.

Springfield buéc xudng ranh nudc gan toi va noi, “Ong nghi thé ha?”
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60

SPRINGFIELD MAC BO COM LE lan trudc toi da gip. Chat vai len
nhe mua he, dét kiéu giéng lua va hot 6ng. N6 co vét nhan va dam, kiéu
nhu anh ta cr mic thé ma di nga. C6 khi anh ta da 1am thé that.

Springfield noi, “Ong nghi ddy 1a noi iy ha?”

T6i khong tra 10i. Toi dang ban kiém tra xung quanh. Toi nhin vai
tram ngudi va vai chuc chiéc xe hoi. Nhung khong thiy gi dang lo ngai.
Springfield chi c6 mot minh.

To1 quay lai.

Springfield l3p lai cau hoi, “Ong nghi day 13 noi y ha?”
To1 hoi, “Sansom dau?”

“Ong 4y 0 nha.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi kiéu cong viéc nay kho khan, t6i 1am tot hon ong 4y.”

Toi1 gat dau. Minh gio1 hon si quan 1a moét tin diéu cua cac ha si quan.
Va thuong thi ho dung. Chac chén to61 hai long véi cac ha si quan ciia minh.
Ho da lam rat nhiéu viéc tot cho to1.

To1 hoi: “Vay thoa thun la gi?”

“Thoa thuan nao?”
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“Gitra 6ng va toi ay.”

“Chiing ta chang c6 thoa thuan nao,” anh ta noi. “Van chua c6.”
“Chung ta s¢€ c¢6 thoa thuan chu?”

“C6¢ I€ ta nén no61 chuyén voi nhau.”

“O dau?”

“Tuy ong,” anh ta néi. Do 1a dau hiéu tét. Nghia 13 trude mét néu co
cai bay nao hay vu phuc kich nao cho doi t6i, n6 sé dién ra theo kiéu tiy co
g bién, do d6 s& khong dat hiéu qua t6i wu. Tham chi dén muc con chang
trién khai duoc.

To1 hoi, “Ong biét vé thanh pho rd dén mirc nao?”
“Cling & muc chap nhan dugc.”

“Hay ré& trai hai 1an va dén s6 57 phd 57 Pong. T6i s& dén sau ong
muo1 phut. Ta s€ gdp nhau bén trong.”

“Po 1a dia diém kiéu gi the?”
“Ta c6 thé udng ca phé & do.”

“OK,” anh ta n6i. Roi Springfield nhin mét 1an nita cin nha c6 nha
hang ¢ tang trét roi cat chéo phd qua lan xe cd va ré trai sang dai 16
Madison. T6i di theo duong khac, dén ngang ctra sau khach san Four
Seasons. Cira sau ctia khach san Four Seasons nam ngay dy, trén phd 58.
Pay 12 mot toa nha thong hét ca diy. Nghia 1a cira trude nam trén phd 57.
Chinh xac 13 s6 57 phd 57 Pong. Toi s& vao trong trude Springfield chirng
bbn phut. T6i s& biét liéu anh ta c6 di cing mot d6i nao hay khong. Toi s&
biét lidu c6 ké ndo vao trude, di cing hoic bam theo anh ta khong. Toi tir
phia sau di qua sanh, bé mil va kinh rdi démg trong mot goc yén tinh, cho
doi.
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Springfield buéc vao mot minh, ding gid, nghia 1a sau bon phut.
Khéng c6 thoi gian dé trién khai voi vang trén phd. Khong co thoi gian dé
ban bac. C6 18 tham chi chang du thoi gian dé goi mot ci bang may di
dong. Phan 16n nguoi ta déu di cham lai mot chat khi vira bam sd vira noi
chuyén.

C6 mdt nguoi dan 6ng mic 18 phuc budi sang & gan ctra. Ao dudi tom
den, no bac. Khong phai nhan vién truc cong, ciing chang phai trudng doi
truc khuan vac. Mot kiéu nhan vién chao don khach, du c6 thé chirc danh
ctia anh ta 16n hon. Nguoi nay bat dau bang viéc huéng vé phia Springfield,
Springfield liéc ngudi ndy mot cai, anh ta né ngay vé huéng khac nhu thé bi
tat. Springfield 13 nguoi c6 kiéu mat do.

Anh ta dimg lai mot chat, ldy lai tac phong va huéng vé phia phong
tra, noi toi da gip me con nha Hoth mot 1an. Tdi van ding trong géc quan
sat cira thong ra phd. Khong luc luong hd trg. Khong c6 chiée xe hoi mui
kin thong thuong nao dung lai phia ngoai. T61 doi cho mudi phtt troi qua,
roi thém hai phut nira, chi dé dé phong. Chang gi xay ra, chi c6 nhiing 4m
thanh thuong thdy ctia mot khach san sang trong. Ngudi giau dén, nguoi
giau di. Nguoi ngheo lang xang xung quanh lam viéc nay viéc kia cho ho.

To6i budc vao phong tra thay Springfield ngdi ding chiéc ghé Lila
Hoth d3 ngdi. Ciing ngudi phuc vu gia tén quy dang truc, ong budc toi.
Springfield goi nudc khoang. Toi goi ca phé. Nguoi phuc vu git dau ma
chang ai nhan thay, roi ong lai di ra.

Springfield néi: “Ong da gap nha Hoth ¢ day, hai 1an.”
T6i ndi, “Mot lan & dung ban nay.”

“Thuc chat thi d6 1 ric roi. Lién quan t&i ho bang bat ky hinh thuc
nao cling bi quy la trong to1.”

“Vi cai gi?”
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“Vi Luat Yéu nuéc.”
“Chinh x4c thi me con nha Hoth 1a ai?”

“Va bing ngang dudng tau dién ngdm ciing 1a mot tdi nghiém trong.
Cu thé ong c6 thé ngdi tu lién bang toi ndm nim vi chuyén dy. Ho di noi
v6i toi nhu thé.”

“Va toi dd ban bdn nhan vién diéu tra lién bang bang tén.”
“Chang ai quan tdm t&i ho ca.”

“Mge¢ con nha Hoth la a1?”

“To1 khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin dugce.”

“Thé tai sao chung ta lai ¢ day?”

“Ong gitip chung toi, chung t6i s& gitp 6ng.”

“Céc ong co thé gitp t6i thé nao?”

“Chiing t6i c6 thé khién moi trong toi ctia ong bién mat.”
“Con toi co thé gitip cac ong thé nao?”

“Ong gitup chiing t6i tim thtr chung t6i 3 danh mat.”
“Chiéc thé nhé ha?”

Springfield git dau. Ngudi phuc vu di tré lai cing mot cai khay.
Nudc khoang va ca phé. Ong sap xép cac thir trén ban can than roi lui ra.

T6i noi, “Toi khong biét chiéc USB dang ¢ dau.”

“Téi chic chan 1a ong khong biét. Nhung 6ng da toi gan Susan Mark
hon bét ky ai khac. Co ay di roi khoi Lau Nam Goc cung véi nd, nd khong
c6 trong nha, trong xe hay ¢ bat ky noi nao co dy di ti. Thé nén chung toi
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hy vong ong da trong thdy gi do. Co thé né khong c6 ¥ nghia gi voi ong,
nhung lai c6 y nghia v6i chung t61.”

“T6i da trong thdy co Ay tu sat. Tat ca chi c6 thé.”
“Chac chan phai ¢ nhiéu hon thé.”

“Cac 6ng da ctr nguoi dimg dau doi tham muu 1én tau. Ong ta di thay
gi?”

“Chang gi ca.”

“Trong chiéc thé nhé ¢o gi?”

“To1 khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin dugce.”
“Vay thi t6i khong thé giup cac éng duogc.”

“Tai sao Ong can phai biét?”

T61 no1, “To61 muodn biét it nhat 1a hinh thu co ban cua cai rac ro1 to1
sap dan than vao.”

“Vay thi 6ng nén ty danh cho minh mdt cau hoi.”
“Cau hoi nao?”

“Cau ho1 Ong chua ting dat ra, cau hoi 1€ ra 6ng nén hoi ngay tu khi
moi chuyén bat dau. Cau hoi mau chét, do ngoc a.”

“Chuyén nay la sao day? Mot cudc thi a? Ha si quan thi vdi si quan
ha?”

“Tran danh ay qua lau r61.”

Thé 1a to1 Ion lai tr dau, dé tim cau hdi ma té1 chua bao gio dat ra.
Bat dau l1a chuyén tau so 6, vd1 hanh khach s6 bon, & mé phai toa, mot minh
trén bang ghé danh cho tdm nguoi, da trang, trac bon muoi, khong trang
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diém, toc den, quan 4o den, tii den. Susan Mark, mot cong dan, tirng 1a vo,
nguol me, nguoi chi, con nuodi, nguoi song & Annadale, Virginia.

Susan Mark, nhan vién dan sy lam viéc & Lau Nam Goéc.

4

To1 hoi, “Cong viee chinh xac cua co ay la gi?”
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61

SPRINGFIELD UONG NUOC MAT mét luc 1au rdi thoang nd nu
cudi ma bao, “Cham, nhung rbt cudc 6ng cling nghi ra roi day.”

“Vay cong viéc cua ¢ ay la gi?”

“Co éy la nhan vién quan tri h¢ théng, chiu trach nhiém vé mot phﬁn
cong ngh¢ thong tin.”

“Tb6i khong biét thé nghia 1a gi.”
“Nghia 13 ¢6 ay biét mot s6 mat khau chi ctia cac méy tinh.”
“Nhiing may tinh nao?”

“Khéng phai cac may quan trong. C6 iy khong thé phong tén ltra hay
nhitng thtr gi khac. Nhung rd rang ¢6 ay dugc phép truy cap cac hd so cia
HRC. Va mot so tai liéu luu trit.”

“Nhung khong phai tai liéu luu trit cia Delta, phai khong? Chiang
nim & Béc Carolina. O Fort Bragg. Khong ¢ Lau Nam Goc.”

“Cac may tinh dugc n61 mang voi nhau. Bay gio moi thir & moi noi
va chang ¢ noi1 nao ca.”

“Va co ay co quyen truy cap ha?”
“Lo1 cua con nguot.”

“Cai gi?”
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“Co phan nao do6 161 cua con nguoi.”
“Mot phan nao d6?”

“Co nhiéu nhan vién quan tri hé théng. Ho chia sé cac van dé chung.
Ho gitip d& nhau. Ho c6 phong chat riéng, ho c6 bang tin riéng. Hinh nhu
c6 mot dong ma bj 16i khién cac mat khau c4 nhan khong dam bao bi mat
nhu ngudi ta mudn. VAy nén c6 su 1 ri. Chiing toi nghi 14 trén thyc té tat ca
ho biét diéu 4y, nhung ho thich nhu vdy. Mot nguoi co thé vao hé théng
ding gitp d& nguoi khac khi c6 nhitng ric réi nho nhit. Ngay ca khi dong
ma c6 dung di nita, co khi ho cling x6a n6 di.”

T6i nho lai 101 Jacob Mark da noi, Chi dy gidi mdy tinh.

To1 no1, “Vay la c6 ay c6 quyén truy nhdp cadc hd so luu trit cua
Delta?”

Springfield chi gat dau.

To1 noi1, “Nhung 6ng va Sansom da xuat ngii trudce t61 ndm nam. Ho1
ay chang c6 gi dugc dua vao may tinh. Ho so luu trir thi chac chan lai cang
khong r61.”

“Thoi cude thay doi,” Springfield noéi. “Quan d6i Hoa Ky nhu toi va
ong biét nay di chin muoi tudi roi. Ching ta da c6 nhiing tht rac ruoi tich
tu ching chin muoi nim. Nhiing thir vii khi c6 han gi ma 6ng cia ai d6
mang vé lam ky niém, nhitng 14 cd va quan phuc thu dugc dang mdc meo
1€n, du tht. Cong thém vai ngan, vai chuc ngan tan tai liéu. Co khi vai triéu
tAn. MOt rac roi thuc tién. Nguy co hoa hoan, chudt bo, thay ddi nha cua.”

“Thé thi sa0?”

“Thé nén trong vong mudi ndm qua ho don dep nha ctra. Cac mau vat
hodc dugc guri cho vién bao tang hodc duoc tong vao thung rac. Con ho so
thi dugc quét va luu trlr vao may tinh.”
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To1 gat dau. “Va Susan truy cdp va sao chép mot ho so.”

“Hon ca sao chép mot ho so,” Springfield noéi. “Co ay da trich lay mot
bd. Chuyén n6 sang mot 6 luu trir bén ngoai ro1 xd6a hod so goc.”

“O luu trit ngoai 1a chiéc USB phai khong?”
Springfield gat dau. “Va chung toi khong biét hién n6 dang & dau.”
“Tai sao lai 1a c6 y?”

“Boi ¢6 ay thich hop cho viéc d6. Phan ho so lién quan duoc lan ra
qua viéc ting thuong huy chuong. Nguoi cia HRC luu gitt hd so vé huan
huy chuong. Nhu 6ng néi day. Va co 4y 1a quan tri hé thong. Va cd ay co
thé bi tan cong théng qua con trai minh.”

“Tai sao co ay x6a ho so gdc?”

“T6i khong biét.”

“Chic chan n6 da lam ting nguy co 1én.”

“Rat nhiéu.”

“Hb so ay la gi?”

“To1 khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin dugce.”

“N6 dugc dua ra khoi phong luu trir va sao quét khi nao?”

“Hon ba thang trudc mot chit. Cong viée ay cham chap 1lam. Chuong
trinh thue hién dd mudi ndm réi ma ngudi ta chi méi giai quyét dén dau
thap ky 1980 thoi.”

“Nhirng ai [am?”

“Cd6 do1 ngli chuyén mon.”
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tuc.

“Cung mot k& hd. Me con nha Hoth c6 mat & ddy gan nhu 14 ngay lap

“R§ rang thé.”
“Ong c6 biét d6 14 ai khong?”
“Cac budc dang duoc thuc hi¢n.”

“Hb so Ay la gi?”

“To1 khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin dugce.”

“Nhung d6 13 ho so 1on.”

“Kha 16n.”

“Va me con nha Hoth mudn ¢6 nd.”
“Tb6i nghi chuyén d6 thi 16 roi.”

“Tat sao chung mu6n c6 n6?”

“To1 khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin dugce.”

“Ong ndi cau ay lam lan qua.”
“T61 muon no1 y d6 1lam.”

“Mge¢ con nha Hoth 1a a1?”

Springfield cudi va dung tay lam cir chi ham y M¢t lan nita. Nghia 13

Toi khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin duwoc. Cau tra 1o tuyét voi cua mot ha

s quan. Tam tir, ¢6 18 tir “tinh nguyén” quan trong nhat.

dua ra phong doan. Ong c6 thé nhan xét vé chung.”

To1 noi, “Ong cd thé dat nhi€u cau hoi cho t61. To1 o thé tinh nguyén
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Anh ta noi, “Ong nghi me con nha Hoth 13 ai?”
“To1 nghi bon do 1a nguot Afghanistan ban xu.”
Springfield noi, “Tiép di.”

“P6 khong dung 13 101 nhan xét 1am.”

“Tiép di.”

“Co 1€ 1a nhiing ké c6 tu tuwong ung ho Taliban hay al-Qaeda, hoac
mat vu, hodc bon tay sai.”

Ching c6 phan trng nao.

“Al-Qaeda,” t61 n6i. “Chu yéu canh Taliban ¢ trong nuée.”
“Tiép di.”

“Mat vu,” to1 noi.

Khong ¢6 phan trng nao.

“Lanh dao?”

“Tiép di.”

“Al-Qaeda c6 sir dung phu nit lam lanh dao khong?”
“Chting st dung bat ky thtr gi mang lai hiéu qua.”

“Nghe khong hop 1y 1am.”

“P6 1a diéu chiing mudn ta nghi. Chiing mudn ta tim kiém nhiing g
dan ong khong ton tai.”

To1 khong noi gi.

“Tiép di,” Springfield noi.
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“OK, ké tu xung 1a Svetlana Hoth di chién dau cung luc luong du
kich Hoi gido va biét rang cac ong da thu dugc khau sing truong VAL tir
Grigori Hoth. Chung di st dung tén va cau chuyén ctua Hoth dé tim kiém sy
thong cam ¢ day.”

“Vi cai gi?”

“Vi bay gid al-Qaeda muon c6 bang chirng thanh van vé bat ctr viéc
gi khac ma ddm cac ong da lam vao dém hom ay.”

“Tiép di.”

“Viéc dd gitp Sansom duoc ting mot huy chuong 16n. Thé nén viéc
d6 phai trong ngon lanh 1am, khi xtra khi xua, mai tan hoi dy. Nhung bay
gid cac ong lo lang vé chuyén né 16 ra. Thé nén toi cho rang viéc d6 khong
co ve hay ho gi nlra.”

“Tiép di.”

“Sansom thi kho s&, nhung chinh phu cling chang yén tam chit nao vi
mot chuyén con con. Thé nén chuyén nay vira &nh huéng t&i ca nhan vira ¢o
anh huong vé chinh tri.”

“Tiép di.”

“Dém do co giup ong gianh duoc huy chuong khong?”
“Huy chuong Thanh tich Xuat sac.”

“Nhan thang tir Bo truong Qubc phong.”

Springfield gat dau. “Moén d6 trang strc ré tién nho nho va dep, danh
cho m@t trung si hen mon.”

“Thé nén chuyén di ay lién quan tédi chinh tri hon 1a quan sy.”
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“R§ rang thé. Hoi ay chung ta khong chinh thie ¢6 chién tranh voi ai
hét.”

“Céc ong bict rang me con Hoth da giét bon nguoi, cd khi cé con trai
cua Susan nita, diing khong?”

“Chiing t6i khong biét nhung nghf 1a thé.”

“Tat sao ong khong ngan chan ching?”

“T6i dam bao an ninh cho mot nghi si. Toi khong thé ngin chin ai.”
“Nhitng tay nhan vién diéu tra lién bang kia c6 thé lam.”

“Pam nhén vién diéu tra Ay 1am viéc theo kiéu cach bi hiém. R rang
ho coi hai me con Hoth 1a nhiing chién binh hang dau cua ké thu, 13 muc
tiéu rat quan trong, cuc ky nguy hiém, nhung hién khong c6 kha ning giy
hai.”

“Thé nghia 12 sao?”

“Nghia 13 ngay ltc nay dé yén cho chung thi van loi nhiéu hon.”
“Thuc té diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a ho khong thé tim ra chiing.”

“Tét nhién roi.”

“Ong vui vi diéu d6 a?”

“Me con nha Hoth khong giir chiéc USB, néu khong s& chang ¢
chuyén chung vin dang tim kiém né. Thé nén kiéu gi t6i ciing chang thuc
sy quan tam.”

“To1 nghi 1a 6ng nén quan tam day,” to1 noi.
“Ong nghi day 1a noi ciia chung a? Noi 6ng da ¢6 mat a?”

“Day nha nay hodc day bén canh.”
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“T6i nghi 1a diy nay,” Springfield néi. “Pam nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang 4y da luc soat phong khach san. Lic bon chung ra ngoai.”

“Lila da no1 voi to1.”

“Chiing c6 cac tai dung d6 mua sim. Nhu d6 trung bay. Dé tao vo
boc hop 1y cho chd d9.”

“Tbi da trong thdy ching.”

“Hai chiéc tr ctra hiéu Bergdorf Goodman, hai chiéc tir Tiffany. Hai
ctra hiéu d6 & gan nhau, cach nhiing toa nha ¢ d6 chimg mot diy nha. Néu
nhu cdn ctr ciia chiing cach dai 16 Park mot day nha vé phia Pong, chung s&
t61 cua hiéu cua Bloomingdales thay vi hai ctra hi¢u trén. Vi chung khong
mua sam thuc sy. Chiing chi can c6 cac thit phu kién trong phong khach san
ctia minh, dé danh lira nguoi khéac.”

“Y kién hay day,” toi noi.
“Dung di tim me con Hoth,” Springfield noi.
“Gio ong lo lang vé t6i sao?”

“Ca hai cach 6ng déu co thé that bai. Ching s& tu duy hét nhu chung
t6i, rang tham chi du 6ng khong giir chiéc USB, bang cach nao d6 6ng ciing
biét n6 da bién di dau. Va tham chi chang c6 thé c6 strc thuyét phuc hon va
xau xa hon chung toi nira.”

“Va gi nra?”

“Co thé chung s& noi cho ong trong d6 c6 gi. Trong truong hop Ay,
theo quan diém cua chung t6i, ong sé& trd thanh mot dau méi so ha.”

“Nhu thé t€ hai dén mirc nao?”

“T6i khong thay x4u ho. Nhung thiéu ta Sansom sé& thay bdi rdi.”
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“Va nuéc My nira.”
“Dung the.”

Nguoi phyc vu trd lai hoi xem chung tdi can thém gi khac hay khong.
Springfield bao co. Anh ta goi d6 cho ca hai chung t6i. Nghia 13 ngudi nay
con c6 thém chuyén dé néi. Anh ta néi, “Hay thuat lai chinh xac nhing gi
da dién ra trén tau.”

“Tai sao ong khong c6 mat ¢ do thay vi tay tham muu trudng? Co vé
do6 la viéc cua ong hon la viéc ctia Ong ta.”

“Chuyén xay ra vdi ching t6i that nhanh. Khi 4y t6i dang & Texas,
cung Sansom. Gay quy. Chung t6i khong c6 thoi gian dé trién khai mot
cach hop 1y.”

“Tat sao co quan lién bang khong c6 nguoi trén tau?”

“Cé6. Ho c6 hai nguoi trén tau. Hai phu nit. Gia trang, muon tir FBI.
Pic vu Rodriguez va dic vu Mbele. Ong di lang quang 1én nham toa va di
cung ho sudt ca chang duong.”

“Ho gi6i,” toi ndi. Va dang 1a ho gioi that. Nguoi phu nir gbc Tay
Ban Nha nho bé, ndong burc, mét moi, chiéc tai siéu thi cii rich quén quanh
cb tay. Nguoi phu nit Tay Phi mic chiéc vay bang vai nhudm tay. “Ho rét
gidi. Nhung 1am thé nao ma tat ca cac ong biét rang co dy sé 1én chuyén tau
de?”

“Chting t6i khong biét,” Springfield dap. “Po 1a mot chién dich rat
16n. Mot vy tranh gianh 16n. Chung t6i biét co 4y 1ai xe di. Thé nén chiing
t6i c6 nguoi doi sin ¢ cac duong ham. Y tudng 1a bam theo ¢o ay tir do, toi
bat ky noi nao co ay sé& toi.”

“Tai sao c6 4y khong bi bat ngay ¢ bac thém ctia Lau Nam Géc?”
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“Co mot cudc tranh cai ngan. Bam nhan vién di€u tra lién bang da
thang. Ho muon chi mdt 1an la lat tay ca duong day. Va 1€ ra ho da lam
duoc.”

“Néu nhu t6i khong pha hong.”
“Pay la 6ng ndi nhé.”

“Co ay khong cam chiéc USB. Thé nén ki€u gi cling sé chang co
dudng day nao dé ma 16 ca.”

“Co ay da ro1 Lau Nam Goc cung voi nd, ma no lai khong co trong
nha hay xe cua co ay.”

“Ong chac chan chu?”

“Nha c6 ay da bi dap ra dén tung manh, t61 c6 thé an dugc phan con
lai 16n nhat cua chiéc xe co ay.”

“Ho da luc soat doan tau dién ngam ky muc nao?”

“Toa s6 7622 van con nam & san ga trén phd 207. Nguoi ta noi rang
dé lap rap lai né phai mat mot thang hodc hon.”

“Trong cai USB d6 c6 cai quai quy gi vay?”
Springfield khong tra 101.

Mot trong nhitng chiéc dién thoai toi thu dugc nam trong tui bat dau
rung.
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62

TOI RUT CA BA DPIEN THOAI RA KHOI TUI dat 1én ban. Mot
chiéc dang xé dich, mdi 1an ching ba milimét. Rung manh. Trén man hinh
cua no hién dong chit Cugc goi han ché. To6i mé nép may, dat Ién tai va noi:
“Alo?”

Lila Hoth hoi, “Ong van con & New York 4?”

Toi1 dap: “Pung.”

“Ong ¢ gan khach san Four Seasons khong?”

T6i dap, “Khéng gan 1am.”

“Pén d6 bay gio di. Toi giri mot cai goi cho 6ng & quay 18 tan.”
“Khi nao?”

Nhung cudc goi da két thuc.

Téi liéc Springfield bao: “Doi ¢ day nhé.” Roi t6i voi va chay ra sanh.
Khéng thiy ai lui ra phia cira. Noi ndy yén tinh. Nhan vién chao don khach
mic 40 dudi tom dang dting im. Toi budc vé quay 18 tan, xung tén va hoi
xem ho co gilt gi g1 cho to1 khong. Mot phut sau trong tay toi c6 mot
phong bi. Mit trudc cta nd ghi tén toi bang chir viét tay den ddm. Tén cla
Lila Hoth ghi & goc trén bén trai, noi ghi dia chi nguoi gui. To1 hoi nhan
vién 1& tan chiéc phong bi duoc chuyén t6i khi ndo. Anh ta bao né duogc
chuyén t6i hon mot gio trudc.
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T6i hoi, “Anh c6 trong thiy ngudi mang né téi khong?”
“Mot Ong nguoi nude ngoai.”

“Anh c6 nhan ra 6ng ta khong?”

“Khong, thua ngai.”

Chiéc phong bi c6 d6 don, dai hai muoi ba phan rong mudi 1am phan.
Nhe. Bén trong c6 thir gi d6 ctirng. Tron, duong kinh c6 1€ khoang muo1 hai
phan. T6i mang nd tro lai phong tra va lai ngdi cung Springfield. Anh ta
hoi, “Tir nha Hoth day a?”

Toi gat dau.

Anh ta bao, “N¢ ¢ thé day bot chira vi khuan bénh than day.”
“Co vé la dia CD hon,” t61 noi.

“Chtra cai gi?”

“Co thé 1a dan ca Afghanistan.”

“To1 hy vong la khong phai,” Springfield noi. “To1 da ting nghe dan
ca Afghanistan, ca tir xa va & cu ly gan.”

“Ong mubn t6i doi roi méi md néd ch?”
“Cho dén khi nao?”

“Pén khi 6ng da tranh xa.”

“Tbi s& chap nhan rui ro.”

Thé 1a t6i xé phong bi roi lic. Mot chiée dia duy nhét truot ra, nhya
va vao ban gd gdy ra mot tiéng dong nhe.

“Pia CD,” t01 noi.
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“That ra la dia DVD,” Springtfield bao.

Pay la dia ty ghi. N6 1a mot chiéc dia traing do Memorex san xuat.
Dong chit Hay xem dia nay duge ghi bang bat da den ¢ mit ghi nhan dia.
Cung loai chit viét trén phong bi. Cting mdt cy but. Chic 1a chir viét tay va
but cua Lila Hoth.

T6i noi, “T6i khong c6 dau chay DVD.”
“Thé thi dimg xem.”

“T61 nghi 1a té1 phai xem.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra trén tau?”

“Tb6i khong biét.”

“Ong c6 thé xem dia DVD trén may tinh. Nhu nguoi ta xem phim
bang may tinh xach tay khi di may bay 4y.”

“To1 khong c6 may tinh.”

“Khach san nao cling c6 may tinh.”

“T6i khong mudn o lai day.”

“Trong thanh phd ¢ nhiéu khach san.”

“Ong dang & chd nao?”

“Khach san Sheraton. Noi trude day chung ta da td1.”

ROi Springfield thanh toan héa don cua phong tra bang thé tin dung
hang titan, va chung t61 di bo tir khach san Four Seasons té1 khach san
Sheraton. Pay 1a 1an thir hai t6i thyc hién hanh trinh nay. Cling mét ching
do thot gian. Cac via he chat nguoi, nguoi ta di lai cham chap trong cai
noéng. Pa 1 gio chiéu, troi rat 4m. Trén sudt chang dudng toi trong chimng
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cac canh sat, viéc nay chang giup ching tdi di dugc nhanh hon. Nhung rt
cudc chung to1 cling t&i noi. Man hinh plasma ngoai sanh li¢t ké ca loat sy
kién. Phong khi€u vii chinh da dugc mdt td churc dai dién thuong mai dat.
Lién quan toi truyén hinh cap. Piéu nay khién t6i nghi t6i kénh National
Geographic va con dudi voi lung trang.

Springfield dung thé tr cia minh m& cira dan vao trung tim vin
phong. Anh ta khong vao cing t6i. Anh ta bao s& doi t6i ngoai sanh, roi
budc di. Ba trong bdn 6 1am viéc dd c6 nguoi. Hai phu nit, mot nam gidi, tat
ca déu mic com 1é sAm mau, tat ca déu co cip da bat ma, gidy to khip noi.
T6i 1ay mot chiée ghé va bt dau cb gang tim hiéu cach mé dia DVD bang
may tinh. Toi tim thdy mot cai khe trén cuc CPU trong thich hop véi muyc
dich 4y. T6i dut chiéc dia vao, thdy may tam thoi cudng lai, rdi thi dong co
kéu vo vo, CPU nudt cai dia va kéo khoi tay toi.

Trong ndm gidy chang c6 gi xdy ra. Chi c6 nhiéu tiéng dimg, chay va
tiéng vo vo. R6i mot ctra s6 16n mé ra trén man hinh. N6 tréng tron. Nhung
& goc dudi cung co cac biéu twong. Nhu anh v& cac nat didu khién ctia mot
dau DVD. Chay, tam dung, tua xudi, tua ngugc, bd qua. Té1 di chudt, con
tré hinh mii tén bién thanh hinh ban tay miim mim khi ludt qua cac nit
diéu khién.

Dién thoai trong tai toi bat dau rung.
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TOI LAY BIEN THOAI RA KHOI TUI, mé ra. Liéc quanh phong.
Ba dong nghiép tam thoi cta t6i dang rét tip trung vao viéc. Trén man hinh
cua mot phu nir ¢c6 biéu dd dang cot. Cac cOt dam mau sang, mot s6 cao,
mot s6 thap. Nguoi dan ong dang doc thu dién tir. Nguoi phu nit con lai
dang danh may nhanh.

To1 ap dién thoai vao tai va noéi, “Alo6?”
Lila Hoth héi, “Ong d3 nhan dugc chua?”’
T6i dap, “Roi.”

“Ong da xem chua?”

“Chua.”

“To1 nghi 1a Ong nén xem.”

“Tai sao?”

“Ong sé& thay rang no c6 tinh gido duc.”

T6i liéc nhitng ngudi trong phong mot 1an nita roi hoi, “Bang c6 tiéng
dong khong?”

“Khong. D6 1a phim cdm. That khéng may. Néu c¢6 am thanh thi s&
hay hon.”

To1 khong noi gi.
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Cb6 ta héi, “Ong dang & dau?”

“O trung tm vin phong cta mot khach san.”

“Khach san Four Seasons a?”

“Khong.”

“Trong trung tam van phong c6 may tinh khong?”
“Co.”

“Ong c6 thé chay dia DVD trén may tinh, 6ng biét ma.”
“Nguoti ta da bao to1 nhu vay.”

“C0 ai khac c6 thé nhin thiy man hinh khong?”

To1 khong tra 101.

“Chay di,” Lila noi. “To1 s€ gitt may. To1 s€ lam cong viéc binh luan.
Kiéu nhu mot ban dac biét.”

To1 khong tra 101.
“Nhu bo phim c6 16i ctia dao dién,” c6 ta ndi va kh& cuoi.

To1 di chudt va dua ban tay miim mim 1€n phia trén nat Chay. N6 cho
& do, kién nhan.

To61 bam chuot.

Bo xur ly trung tam kéu vo vo thém nira roi ctra s6 trong trén man hinh
sang 1én va hai duong ngang van veo hién ra. Chung nhay sadng hai lan roi
hinh anh lién 6n dinh, d6 1a mdt noi1 ngoai tro1 duge quay véi goc rong. Vao

ban dém. May quay gilr yén. To1 dodn 1a dit trén mot gia ba chan. Noi quay
dugc chiéu sang ruc boi cac bong dén halogen nam ngoai khung hinh. Mau
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con tho. Noi quay c6 vé & nudc ngoai. Pat nén. Mau ka ki sam. Nhitng vién
da nho va mot tang da 16n. Tang da phang, rong hon mdt chiéc givong co
16n. N6 duoc khoan va lap bon soi xich sat. Mdi goc mot soi.

C6 mot nguoi dan ong tran trudng bi cdt vao xich. Anh ta thap, gay
va déo dai. Anh ta ¢6 nudc da mau 6 liu va bo rau den. Nguoi dan ong
chimg ba muoi tudi. Anh ta nim ngtra, bi kéo cing ngudi thanh hinh chir X
16n. May quay dit cach ban chan anh nay c6 1& chimg mot mét. O goc trén
khung hinh, dau nguoi dan ong lic tir bén no sang bén kia. Hai mét anh ta
nham lai. Miéng ha ra. Cac gan & c¢6 nguoi nay ndi 1én nhu nhiing soi day.

Anh ta dang la hét, nhung t6i khong nghe duoc tiéng.

Day 1a by phim cam.

Lila Hoth n6i vao tai toi.

Co ta hoi, “Ong dang xem day cha?”

“Mot ngudi dan 6ng trén mot phién da.”

“Cur xem tiép di.”

“Anh ta la ai?”

“Anh ta da 1a mdt 1ai xe taxi lam viéc vat cho cac nha bao My.”

T6i doan 1a gbc quay & khoang bon muoi lam do. N6 khién hai ban
chén cta anh 1ai xe taxi trong to va dau trong nho. Anh ta quiy dap ca phit
lién. Anh nhic dau 1én rdi lai dap dau xudng tang da. C6 gang khién cho
minh ngit di. C6 khi ¢ tu két liéu doi minh. Chang an nham gi. Mot dang
ngudi manh mai chen vao phia trén khung hinh, dat mot miéng vai vuong
gap lai xubng dudi dau nguoi lai xe taxi. Cai dang d6 1a Lila Hoth. Chang
nghi ngo gi. Do nét cua dia khong dugc cao, nhung khong thé 1dn dugc co
ta. Mai toc, d6i mat, kiéu c6 ta di chuyén.
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Miéng vai vudng c6 1€ 1a mot chiéc khan tam.
To1 nod1, “T61 vira trong thay ¢6.”

“Véi chiéc khan ha? No 1a tht can thiét tranh nhitng chan thuong do
ban than gy ra. Va tao goc cho cai dau ctia ngudi ta. Lam cho nguoi ta rat
mudn nhin.”

“Nhin gi?”
“Cta xem tiép di.”

T6i liéc quanh phong. Ca ba dong nghiép tam thoi cua toi van dang
lam viéc. TAt ca ho déu tap trung cao do cho cong viéc ciia minh.

Trén man hinh cta toi, trong hai muoi gidy chang c6 gi xay ra. Nguoi
lai xe rén i, trong cAm ling. Roi tir phia bén, Svetlana Hoth budc vao
khung hinh. Ciing khong thé nhim dwoc mu gia. Than hinh map nhu try
nuéc ciru hoa, mai toc mau xam anh thép cat kiéu chan phuong.

Tay nguot dan ba nay cam mot con dao.

Mu gia leo 1én tang da roi ngdi xom bén canh nguoi dan ong. Ba ta
nhin vao may quay ca mot giady dai. Khong phai vi tu phu. Ba ta chi tinh
toan goc sao cho minh khong chan mét 6ng kinh. Svetlana diéu chinh tu thé
cho t61 khi cii nguoi trong goc tao boi canh tay trai ciia nguot dan 6ng va
mot bén nguc ciia anh ta ma khong chin tim nhin.

Nguoi dan Ong trirng trirng nhin con dao.

Svetlana clii nguoi vé trude, sang phai, ké dau mili dao vao diém giira
ha bd va ron nguoi dan ong. Ba ta nhan xudng. Ngudi dan ong gidy danh
dach khong thé kiém soat noi. Mot dong mau 16n tir chd rach phot ra. Dudi
anh dén, mau c6 mau den. Nguoi lai xe taxi cur thé la hét. Toi co thé thiy
miéng anh ta dang hét 1€n tir nay tu kia. Khong! va Lam on! 1a nhiing tur du
tiéng nao ciing hiéu.
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“Not nay la dau?” t61 hoi.
“Cach Kabul khong xa,” Lila Hoth dap.

Svetlana Hoth kéo ludi dao 1én phia ron ngudi 1ai xe taxi. Di chuyén
t6i dau mau dudi theo d6. Ba ta van tiép tuc nhich. Nhu bac si phau thuat
hay tay tho md heo, than nhién, rat thanh thao, quen tay vi da lam nhiéu.
Trudc d6 ba ta dd c6 nhiéu lan mo twong tu. Ludi dao tiép tuc di chuyén.
N6 dung lai phia trén xuong rc ngudi dan ong.

Svetlana bo con dao xudng.

Ba ta dung ngon tay tré lan theo duong rach. Mau boi tron gitp né di
chuyén t6t hon. Ba ta thoc thang ngoén tay xudng chd rach, cho ngap téi dot
dau tién. Ba ta kéo xudng rdi lai kéo 1én. C6 nhitng lic d6t nhién ngimg lai.

Lila Hoth noi, “Ba 4y dang kiém tra xem da rach hét phan thanh co
bung chua.”

To1 hoi, “Lam sao co bi€t? Co c6 xem nhitng hinh anh nay dau.”
“To1 ¢6 thé nghe thay hoi thd cia 6ng.”

ROi Svetlana lai nhit dao 1én va tré lai nhimg chd ngon tay ba ta da
ngimg lai. Ba ta st dung miii dao rat nhe nhang, cit dut nhitng tht c6 vé la
can trd nho nho.

R6i ba ta 1ui lai.

Khoang bung ctia nguoi 1ai xe taxi dd mo, nhu mot chiéc khoa kéo
duoc kéo xuéng, vét rach dai tich ra mot chat. Thanh co bung da bi cat dut,
khong con kha nang giir lai ap sudt phia bén trong.

Svetlana cti ngudi vé phia trudc 1an nita. Ba ta dung ca hai ban tay.
Ba ta dat tay vao vét rach, can than tach nhitng mang da ra roi thoc ca hai
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ban tay vao trong. Ngap dén tan co tay. Svetlana Hoth cing nguoi va udn
hai vai ngang bang nhau.

Ba ta nhac rudt cua nguoi lai xe taxi 1én.

Chung tao thanh mot khdi hong sang lap lanh c6 kich thudc nhu mot
qua bong da mém. Xoan, long, uét at, rung rinh va boc hoi.

Ba ta dat dam rudt Ay 1én nguc ngudi dan 6ng, mot cach nhe nhang.
Roi Svetlana trugt xudng tang d4 va budc ra khoi khung hinh.

Con mat khong hé chdp ciia may quay van chdm cham nhin.

Nguoi l4i xe taxi kinh hoang nhin xudng.

Lila Hoth no1, “Bay gio chi 1a van dé thoi gian, vét rach khong lam ho
chét. Ching t6i khong cat dat bat ky mach mau quan trong nao. Mau sé
ngimg chay kha nhanh. Chi 1a dau dén, sdc va nhiém trung. Nhiing ngudi
khoe chbng choi duoc ca ba diéu ay. Chung toi nghi rang ho chét vi giam
than nhi¢t. RO rang nhiét do trong co thé cta ho bi déo 16n. No phu thuoc
vao thoi tiét. Ky luc chiing toi ghi nhan duoc 1a mudi tam tiéng. Nguoi ta
no6i ho timg chimg kién nhitng truong hop séng tron hai ngay. Nhung toi
khong tin.”

“C0o 1a loai dién, co biét dieu do chu?”
“Peter Molina cling n6i thé.”
“No6 da xem canh nay sao?”

“Cau ta ¢ trong phim day. Ct tiép tuc xem di. Néu thich thi c& tua
nhanh. Du gi thi khong c6 4m thanh nén khong dugc hay 1am.”

To1 ngd toan bg can phong lan nira. Ca ba nguoi déu dang lam vige
cham chu. To1 dat ban tay miim mim I€n nat Tua va bam. Cac hinh anh bat

https://thuviensach.vn



1én chay nhanh chong. Pau ctia nguoi 1ai xe taxi bat vé trude roi vé sau theo
mot vong cung nho.

Lila Hoth noéi, “Thong thuong ching t61 khong thyc hién viéc nay
mdi 1an mot nguoi. Lam theo tht ty vAn hay hon. Nguoi tht hai theo ddi
cho tan téi khi nguoi thir nhat chét, ctr thé tiép dién. Piéu d6 1am tang ndi
so hai. Ong nén xem ho, trong 10ng chi wéc ngudi trude minh séng 1au hon
mot phut. Nhung cudi cing ho chét, va cudc trinh dién tiép tuc. D6 1a lic ho
bj dau tim. Khong biét liéu minh c6 bi thé khong. Liéu minh c6 bj thé
khong. Nhung khong phai luc ndo chung toi ciing bd tri dugc canh dién truc
tiép. Vi vay bdy gid chung toi dung dia video, hiéu qua ciing gan nhu vy.”

T61 muon noi vaoi co ta thém mot 1an nira rang cod ta 1a ké dién, nhung
t61 khong noi, boi ¢o ta s€ lai no1 voi toi1 vé Peter Molina.

“Xem tiép di,” Hoth néi.

Hinh anh chay nhanh vé phia trudc. Hai tay hai chan ctia ngudi 14i xe
taxi giat giat. Nhimg ctr dong cung la lung, téc do tang gap doi.

Pau anh ta ngat sang phai rdi lai sang trai.

Lila Hoth noi, “Peter Molina da xem toan b canh nay. Cau ta cau cho
ngudi dan ong tiép tuc séng. D6 1a didu la, boi nguoi dan ong da chét cach
day vai thang. Nhung tac dong la vay. Nhu t61 da ndéi véi ong, dia video cod
gia trj trong duong véi canh thuc té.”

“C6 1a do bénh hoan,” toi nodi. “Co ciing chét roi. Co biét diéu do

cht? Nhu thé c¢6 vira méi budce ra duong. Xe tai chua can c¢6, nhung no sap

29

can.
“Ong la chiéc xe tai a?”
“Me kiép, ctr dat cugc thé di.”

“Téi thdy vinh hanh ddy. Ctr xem tiép di.”
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T6i bAm nht Tua lién tuc, tbc do hinh ting 1én gap bdn lan binh
thuong, roi tam, mudi sdu, roi ba muoi hai 1an. Thoi gian tr61 vun vut. Mot
gid. Chin muoi phat. Roi hinh anh dimng lai mot cach hoan hao. Nguoi lai
xe taxi ngimg ctr dong. Anh ta nam im maot e 1au rdi thi Lila Hoth voi va
budc vao. Lila quy gdi gan dau ngudi dan ong va bat mach. Rdi ¢o ta ngang
dau né mot nu cudi hanh phtc.

Thang vé phia may quay.

Thang vao toi.

Bén kia dau day c6 ta hoi, “Phim hét roi cht?”
T6i dap, “Roi.”

“That that vong. Anh chang nay khong chiu dugc 1au. Anh ta 6m yéu.
Trén ngudi anh ta co6 dong vat ky sinh. Sdu bo. Chung toi co thé thiy luc
nao ching cling van veo bo trong rudt anh ta. Trong phat gém. To6i doan la
chung ciing da chét. Vat chi chét thi cac loai ky sinh ciing chét.”

“Gi6ng nhu ¢6 s€ chét.”

“Tat ca chung ta s& chét, Reacher. Cau hoi duy nhat 12 khi nao va chét
nhu thé nao.”

Sau lung t61, mot trong cac doanh nhan ding day di ra cura. To1 xoay
nguoi trén ghé cb giir cho than minh chan gitra 6ng ta va man hinh may
tinh. T6i khong nghi minh da thanh céng. Ong ta nhin t6i rat la va budc ra
khoi phong.

Hodc c6 khi 6ng ta da nghe dugc doan cudi cua cudc ndi chuyén qua
dién thoai.

“Xem tiép di,” Lila no1 vao tai tor.
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T6i lai bam nat Tua. Ngudi 14i taxi nam chét gan Kabul mot 1at va roi
nhirng hinh anh tit phut va bi thay thé bdi mot chudi tiéng 6n do bang. Roi
mé ra mot canh méi. Téi bAm nit chay. Tdc do binh thuong. Canh trong
nha. Cung bong dén sang chéi. Khong thé noi 1a dém hay ngay. Co thé 1a
tang ham. Dyong nhu san va tudng son trang. C6 mot phién da rong nhu
cai ban. Nho hon tang d4 & Afghanistan. Hinh chir nhat, lam ra dé phuc vu
mdt muc dich nhat dinh. C6 thé 1a mot phﬁn cua mot can bép cll.

Mot thanh nién tré to 16m b1 cOt vao phién da.
Cé4u ta trac nira tudi tdi va to 16n hon hai muoi ph?m tram.

N6 la khoi co bdp ndng téi mét tram ba lam ky, Jacob Mark di bao
thé. N6 sé tham gia gidi bong bau duc quoc gia.

Lila Hoth hoi, “Ong d3 thay c4u ta chwa?”
“Tbi thdy no roi.”

Peter tran trudng. Rt trang dudi anh dén. Khac moi mit so voi ngudi
lai xe taxi & Kabul. Lan da tai, mai toc rdi sang mau. Khong c6 rau. Nhung
n6 dang cir dong cung mat kiéu. Pau n6 ngat vé trude roi lai ra sau va nd
dang hét 1én nhimng tir Khdng! va Lam on! ma bang tiéng gi ciing hiéu. Va
day 1a tiéng Anh. T6i c6 thé doc Am mdi d& dang. Tham chi t6i con cam
nhan dugc giong diéu. Chu yéu 1a cam giac khong thé tin noi. Kiéu giong
diéu nguoi ta st dung khi mot diéu gi von duoc cho 13 de doa vé6 hai hay
tham chi mot tro dua ac lai hoa ra 1a nghiém trong chét nguoi.

To1 nod1, “T61 s€ khong xem doan nay.”

Lila Hoth noi, “Ong nén xem day. Néu khéng 6ng s& chang bao gid
biét chic chin. Co thé chung toi da tha cdu ta.”

“Chuyén nay dién ra khi nao?”

“Chung to1 da dat ra thoi han va chung t61 da gitr dung thoi han.”
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To1 khong noi gi.
“Xem d1.”
“Khong.”

Co ta noi, “Nhung t6i mudn ong xem. Toi can 6ng xem. Chi 1a dé duy
tri trinh ty. Boi toi nghi 6ng s& 1 nguoi tiép theo.”

“Nght lai di.”
“Xem di.”

T6i xem. C6 thé chiing t6i dd tha cdu ta. Néu khéng ong sé chang bao

gio biét chdc chan.

Chung d3 khong tha thang bé.
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SAU PO TOI GAC MAY, BO PIA DVD vao tii, ¢b gang budc vao
nha vé sinh & sanh va non vao bon tiéu. Khong han vi hinh anh trong do.
To1 tung chiing kién nhirng canh t€ hon thé. Ma vi con gian dir, thinh nd va
that vong. Tt ca nhitng cam xuc c6 tinh &n mon 4y tich tu bén trong toi va
phai tim chd xa ra. Toi siic miéng, rira mat va udng chut nudc tir voi roi
dimg mdt lac trude guong.

RAi t6i ddc hét cac thir dd trong tui ra. To1 gitr lai tién mit, cudn hod
chiéu, thé ATM, thé di tau dién ngém va danh thiép NYPD cua Theresa
Lee. Tbi giit lai chiéc ban chai danh rang. Toi giir lai chiéc di dong da nhan
cudc goi. Té1 ném hai chiéc kia vao thung rac, cung cai sac khan cép, ca
tam danh thiép gia cta bén gi dan ong da chét va nhitng to Theresa Lee
dung dé ghi lai tin nhan tir déng su cua minh.

To1 cling ném ca chiéc dia DVD.
Va chiéc USB mua ¢ ctra hang Radio Shack, cung 16p vo mau hong.
To1 chang can moi nhr nira.

RO, sach s& gon gang, toi ra ngoai xem Springfield con quanh day
khong.

Van con. Anh ta dang ngdi trén ghé & quan bar ngoai sanh, lung tua
vao mot goc vudng trong twong. Trén ban trude mat Springfield c6 mot coe
nudc. Trong anh ta thoai mai song van dang quan sat hét moi thtr. Ta c6 thé
dua nguoi nay ra khoi Luc luong Pac biét, van van va van van. Springfield
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trong thay t6i t6i. T6i ngdi xudng canh anh ta. Anh ta hoi, “Po ¢ phai dan
ca khong?”

“Ping,” t61 no1. “La dan ca.”
“Trong mot dia DVD a?”
“Con c6 mot chut nhay nhot nira.”

“T6i khong tin ong dau. Trong mat ong tai xam hét ca. Nhay dan toc
kiéu Afghanistan t€ cuc, to1 biét chi, nhung chéng té dén muc khién ong
phai thé dau.”

“Cé6 hai nguodi dan ong,” to61 nd1. “Ca hai déu bi rach bung va 161 hét
rudt ra ngoai.”

“Ho sbng ltc ghi hinh 4?”

“Roi ho chét lac dang ghi hinh.”
“C6 am thanh khong?”

“Phim cam.”

“Hai nguoi do 1a ai?”

“Mot nguoi 1a lai xe taxi tor Kabul va nguoi con lai la con trai cua
Susan Mark.”

“To1 khong di taxi ¢ Kabul. T61 thich dung phuong tién cuia minh
hon. Nhung véi USC thi t€ qua. Ho mat mot vi tri phong thu roi. Khé tim
day. To6i da kiém tra thong tin vé thang bé. Ho bao 13 nd c6 doi chan tuyét

N,y 9

vOl.
“Gi10 thi khong con nira.”

“Me con Hoth c6 xuat hién trong dia khong?”
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T6i gat dau. “Nhu mot 101 thi ti.”

“Chang quan trong. Chung biét rang kiéu gi ta ciing giét ching.
Chung ta giét chung vi Iy do gi dau thanh van dé.”

“Voi1 to1 thi co.”

“Tinh 1€n di, Reacher. D6 1a toan bd muc dich cua vi¢c gui cho ong
chiéc phong bi. Chiing mudn lam cho 6ng ndi dién va cudn 6ng vao. Ching
khong thé tim ra 6ng. Thé nén ching mu6n 6ng téi tim ching.”

“Po la diéu to1 sé lam.”

“Ké hoach cho twong lai ctia 6ng 1 chuyén riéng cua ong. Nhung 6ng
can can trong. Ong can hiéu. Boi day dé 1a chién thuét cta chang trong sudt
hai trim nim qua. D6 1a Iy do nhiing vu hanh ha cta ching luon dién ra
trong pham vi c6 thé nghe thiy dugc rat gan chién tuyén. Chiing muén thu
hut cac luc luong giai ciru. Hodc kich dong ngudi ta tn cong tra thi. Ching
mudn ngudn cung cip ti nhan khong bao gid can. Ctr hoi nguoi Anh Ay.
Hodc nguoi Nga cling dugc.”

“To1 s€ rat than trong.”

“To1 chac chan 1a 6ng s€ gang thé. Nhung 6ng sé khong di dau ca
chirng nao ching t61 chua xong viéc voi 6ng, vé chuyén tau.”

“Nguoi ciia cac ong da thay nhiing gi toi thay.”
“Giap chung t6i thi c6 lgi cho ong dy.”
“Cho t6i gio thi khong. Tat ca nhiing gi toi c6 1 nhiing 10i hira.”

“Tat ca cac cao budc s& dugc bai hét khi chiing tdi c6 trong tay chiéc
USB.”

“Chua du.”
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“Ong can cam két bang van ban a?”

“Khéng, t61 mudn cac cao budc dugce bii bo ngay bay gio. Toi can
chut ty do hanh dong & ddy. Toi khong thé lac nao ciing phai canh ching
canh sat.”

“Ty do hanh dong dé lam gi?”

“Ong biét 1a gi r6i.”

“Pugc r0i, toi s& 1am diéu toi ¢6 the lam.”

“Chua du.”

“T6i khong thé dam bao véi ong. Tat ca nhimng gi t6i co thé 1am 1a co
gang.”

“Co hoi thanh cong cta 6ng la bao nhiéu?”

“Khong hé c6. Nhung Sansom c6 thé.”

“Ong duoc quyén phat ngon thay ong ta khong?”

“Tbi s& phai goi cho ong 4y.”

“Bao ong ta rang khong bay chuyén v& van nita, dugc cha? Gio
ching ta qua giai doan ay r61.”

CCOK.93

“Va cling noi cho ong ta nghe vé Theresa Lee va Jacob Mark nira. Ca
Docherty. T61 mudn tat ca ho dugc sach s€ moi t01.”

C‘OK.”

“Va Jacob Mark s& can dugc tu van tim ly. PBac biét néu anh éy Xem
mot dia DVD nhu thé.”
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“Anh ta s¢€ khong xem.”

“Nhung t61 muon anh ay dugc quan tam. Ciling nhu nguoi chong cii,
ong Molina.”

C‘OK 29
“Thém hai viéc nira,” t61 noi.
“Ong nga gia qua nhicu, do1 vdéi mot tay chang co6 gi dé trao.”

“Bo An ninh Quéc gia da lan ra rang me con nha Hoth da cung doi
cua chung tu Tajikistan t&i. Cach day ba thang. Mot loai thuat toan do may
tinh thuc hién. T6i mudn biét chung c6 bao nhiéu nguoi.”

“pé danh gia lyc luong dich ha?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Va gi nra?”

“T6i mudn gap Sansom mot lan nira.”

“Visao?”

“T6i mudn 6ng ta néi cho toi nghe trong chiéc USB d6 ¢6 gi.”
“S¢€ khong c6 chuyén do.”

“Thé thi ong ta s& khong 14y lai dugc nd. Toi s& giit nd va tu xem.”
“Gi co?”

“Ong nghe thay t6i noi roi day.”

“Thuc sy 6ng da co chiéc USB rdi ha?”

“Khoéng,” t6i noi. “Nhung t6i biét no dang & dau.”
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SPRINGFIELD HOL: “NO O DAU?”

Toi1 dap, “To61 khong tinh nguyén trao thong tin dugc.”

“Ong l4o toét.”

T6i lac dau. “Lan nay thi khong.”

“Ong chic chin ch? Ong c6 thé dua chung t6i dén d6 chu?”

“To1 co6 thé dua cac 6ng tdi trong ban kinh nam mét. Phan viéc con lai
thudc vé cac ong.”

“Ta1 sao? NO bi chon a? Hay trong két ngan hang? Trong mdt ngoi
nha?”

“Chang noi nao trong s6 do.”
“Vay thi n6 & dau?”
“Got cho Sansom di,” t61 no6i. “B6 tri mot cudc gap.”

Springfield udng chd nudc con lai ciia minh va mot nhan vién phuc
vu xuat hién cung héa don. Springfield thanh toan bang thé tin dung hang
titan, hét vo1 cach thanh toan cho ca hai chiung t61 & khach san Four
Seasons. Diéu toi cho 1a tin hiéu tét. N6 thé hién mot dong thai tich cuec.
Thé nén t6i chon day van may cta minh di xa hon.

“Muén thué cho t6i mot phong cht?” t6i hoi.
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“Tai sao?”

“Boi s& can thoi gian cho Sansom dua toi ra khoi danh sach nhiing ké
bi truy na gat gao nhat. Va lai t6i mét. Toi da thic ca dém. Gid mudbn nga
lung mot chat.”

Mudi phit sau ching t61 da c6 mat & mat t?mg cao, trong mot can
phong c6 giudng c& 16n. Khong gian dep, song xét vé mit chién thuat thi
khong dugc ung y. Nhu moi phong khach san trén ting cao, né cd mot cira
sO chang hé thuan loi cho toi, do vay chi c6 mot duong ra. Toi c6 thé thay
rang Springfield cling dang nghi hét nhu minh. Anh ta dang nghi rang toi 1a
gi dién ty dwa minh vao chén nay.

T6i hoi anh ta, “Toi co thé tin tudng 6ng chir?”

Anh ta dap, “Co.”

“Chung minh di.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Pua sung cua ong cho t61.”

“To1 khong c6 vii khi.”

“Nhing cau tra 101 nhu vay khong gitp ich cho su tin tuéng dau.”
“Tai sao ong mudn lay n6?”

“Ong biét vi sao ma. Bé néu 6ng dua khong diung nguoi tdi cua
phong t0i, t6i co the tu veé.”

“Tbi s& khong lam thé.”

“Pam bao cho to1 di.”
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Springfield dung yén mot luc. Toi biét rang anh ta tha cam kim vao
mat con hon bo vii khi. Nhung rdi dau anh ta tinh toan, va roi tay dwa xudng
dudi 4o khoac sau lung, rit ra mot khau sung ngan Steyr GB ¢& chin ly.
Sung ngan Steyr GB 1a loai vii khi deo bén suon duoc cac Luc luong Pic
biét cia My thoi nhitng nam 1980 wa thich. Luc lugng Pac biét. Springfield
xoay sung va dua cho t6i phan bang. Pay 1a mot mon vii khi cii dep, da
dung nhiéu song duoc bao dudng tét. Trong 6 dan c6 mudi tam vién, mot
vién da 1én nong.

“Cam on,” t01 noi.

Springfield khong noi gi. Chi budc ra khoi phong. Toi bam chét, xoay
chia khoa cira ngay sau khi anh ta ra, dit day xich vao roi day mot chiéc ghé
vao phia du6i tay nim. To6i doc hét moi thr trong tdi ra cai gia dau giudng.
T6i bo quan 4o xudng dudi ném cho phang. Roi toi tim nudc nong mot lic
lau.

Va t6i nam ngu, khau sting ctia Springfield nhét dudi goi.

Bon tiéng sau, toi thitc day vi tiéng gd ctra. T6i khong thich nhin qua
16 quan sat & cac cira phong khach san. Qua nguy hiém. Tat ca nhiing gi
mot ké tan cong ngoai hanh lang phai lam 1a doi cho t6i khi thau kinh t6i lai
r0i bdn mot phat sing xuyén qua d6. Tham chi mot khau .22 giam thanh
cling hoan toan c6 thé gay chét nguoi. Chang c¢6 gi quan trong lam nam
gilta gidc mac va than ndo. Nhung trén birc tuong trong cira ¢6 mot chiéc
guong soi toan than. Toi doan 1a dé kiém tra lai quan 4o lan cudi cung trudc
khi roi khoi phong. Toi 1dy mot chiéc khan tam tir phong tim ra, quan
quanh eo rdi lay khau sung tir dudi gbi ra. Toi dich chiéc ghé va mé cira ma
van dé day xich. Lui vé phia ban 18 va theo ddi qua tim guong.

Springfield va Sansom.
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Chi c6 mdt khe hep, hinh anh trong guong bi ddo nguoc va anh sang
ngoai hanh lang 16 mod song toi vin nhan ra ho kha dé. Téi c6 thé khing
dinh 1a chi c6 hai ngudi. Va ho s& van chi ¢6 hai, trir phi ho dd mang thém
hon muoi chin ngudi. Khau Steyr khong c6 13y an toan. Chi ning tay khi
kéo cO & phat ban dau tién, rdi thém mudi tdm phat. T6i bo ngon tay khoi
coO sung va go day xich ra khéi cua.

Ho chi ¢6 hai nguoi.

Ca hai budc vao, Sansom trudc, Springfield sau. Sansom trong van
nhu trong budi sang t6i gap lan dau tién. Ram nang, giau cd, quyén luc, day
strc séng va oail vé. Ong ta mac by com 1€ mau xanh hai quan, so mi tréng
ca vat do, trong 6ng nghi si tuoi tinh nhu mdi1 duge 10t xac. Sansom léy
chiéc ghé t6i dat bén dudi tay ndm cira, mang dén dit bén ban gan cira s6 va
ngodi xudng. Springfield dong cira va cai lai day xich. Toi van giir khau
sting. Toi 1ay dau gbi nang ném 1én khoi 16 xo giudng va ding mot tay 16i
qu?m a0 ra.

“Hai phut,” t61 noi. “Céac 6ng hay noi chuyén riéng véi nhau.”

T6i mic quan 4o trong phong tim rdi trd ra, Sansom héi, “Anh thuc
su biet chiec USB dang ¢ dau chu?”

“C6,” toi noi. “Téi biét thyuc sy.”

“Tai sao anh mudn biét trong d6 c6 gi?”

“Boi toi mudn biét né khién nguoi ta mat mat dén dau.”
“Anh khong mudn cho tdi vao Thuong vién a?”

“T6i khong quan tim xem 6ng str dung thoi gian thé nao. Toi chi to
mo, thé thoi.”

r 2

Sansom hoi, “Tai sao anh s€ khong noi cho t61 biét ngay bay gio no ¢
dau?”
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“Vi té1 ¢6 mot viéc khac can lam trude. Va to1 can ong gilr sao cho
canh canh sat dung dong vao 16ng chan to1 khi to1i dang lam viéc ay. Thé
nén t61 can mot cach khién 6ng dé tam tdéi viée ay.”

“C6 thé anh da ltra t6i.”

“Tbi tirng c6 thé, nhung gio thi khong.”

Sansom khong noi lai gi.

To1 hoi, “Ma sao ong lai mubn vao Thuong vién?”
“Tat sao to1 lai khong mubn chi?”

“Ong ting 12 mot nguoi linh giodi va gio thi 6ng con giau hon Chia.
Tai sao khong di ra bo bi€én ma song?”

“Nhitng viéc nay 1a mot cach lién tuc ghi thanh tich. T6i chic chan la
anh cling co cach lién tuc ghi thanh tich cua riéng minh.”

Toi1 gat dau. “To61 so sanh sO cau tra 101 t61 nhan dugc voi sé cau hoi
to1 datra.”

“Va viéc anh lam tién trién thé nao ro1?”
“Tinh trung binh ca doi gan dugc mot tram phan tram.”

“Tai sao lai h6i? Néu nhu anh biét chiéc USB ¢ dau, hiy di ma lay

“Tb6i khong thé.”
“Sao lai khong?”
“Viéc d6 doi hoi nhiéu nguoén lyc hon muc tdi c6 thé huy dong.”

“No6 ¢ dau?”
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To1 khong dap.

“No6 6 New York nay ha?”

To1 khong tra 101.

Sansom hoi, “N6 dugc an toan khong?”

To1 dép: “Du an toan.”

“Tbi c6 thé tin tudng anh khéng?”

“Nhiéu ngudi da timg tin.”

“Va sao?”

“T6i nghi hau hét s& san sang lam chimg diéu ay cho t6i.”
“Con nhirng nguoi khac?”

“Khong may ngudi khong duoc hai long.”

Sansom noi, “Tdi di doc hd so quan nhan cua anh.”

T6i noi, “Ong da néi véi t6i dicu d6 roi.”

“N6 ¢6 su thing tram.”

“Tb6i da c6 gang hét stc. Nhung t6i ¢6 quan diém riéng.”
“Tai sao anh xudt ngii?”

“Tbi thay chan. Ong thi sa0?”

“Téi thdy gia.”

“Trong ca1 USB do6 co gi?”
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Sansom khong tra 10i. Springfield dung im ling & goc khuét cua ti
dat ti vi, gin ctra ra vao hon cira s6. T6i doan d6 thuan tiy do théi quen.
Phéan xa ty nhién. Anh ta I ké tang hinh ddi voi mot tay ban tia tiém tang
ngoai ctra va du gan hanh lang dé khéng ché mot ké dot nhap ngay & gidy
canh cira bat mo. Nhitng gi duoc ddo tao clr ton tai mii cing con nguoi.
Didc biét 1a dao tao cua lyc lugng Delta. T61 budc téi tra lai anh ta khau
sting. Khong néi mot 10, Springfield cam 1y giat vao that lung.

Sansom noi, “Hiy cho to6i biét nhitng gi anh biét cho toi thoi diém

2

nay.

T6i ndi, “Cac 6ng dugc may bay dua tir Bragg t6i Tho Nhi Ky, roi toi
Oman. Sau d6 c6 thé 1a An Do. Roi Pakistan, va Mit tran Tay Bic.”

Ong ta gat dau, khong néi gi. Trong mat Sansom hién 1én cai nhin xa
xam. Toi doan dau 6ng ta dang hoi tuong lai chuyén di. May bay vén tai,
tryc thang, xe tai, nhiéu dam duong cude bo.

Tat ca dién ra da lau.
“R01 té1 Afghanistan,” toi noi.
“Ti€p di,” Ong ta bao.

“C06 thé cac ong da luu lai ¢ ria diy Abas Ghar va hudng vé phia Nam
va Tay, theo ria thung liing Korengal, c6 thé cach ddy thung liing ching ba
tram mét.”

“Tiép di.”

“Ong da vo tinh cham mat Grigori Hoth, tudc khau stng truong cia
ong ta roi bo cho nguoi d6 di lang thang.”

“Tiép di.”

“Ro1 cac ong tieép tuc di b, dén noi nao d6 cac 6ng duoc Iénh t61.”
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Sansom gat dau.

T6i ndi, “Po 1a tat ca nhitng gi t6i biét cho dén nay.”
Ong ta hoi, “Thang Ba nam 1983 6ng ¢ dau?”

“West Point.”

“Co su kién gi 16n?”

“Hong quan dang cd ging ngan chan tinh trang d6 mau.”

Sansom gat dau 1an nira. “D6 1a mét chién dich dién r6. Chua ai tirng
danh bai dugc cac bd toc & Mat tran Tay Bic. Sudt ca lich str chua hé co.
Va ho c6 kinh nghiém ¢ Viét Nam cua nguoi My dé nghién ctru. Mot )
viéc don gian 1a khong thé 1am dugc. Do 1a cai cdi xay thit tbc do cham.
Kiéu nhu bi chim ria thit cho t&i chét. Ching ta rat vui vé chuyén do, cai
nay thi 1 roi.”

“Chiing ta da gop phan vao diéu do,” toi noi.

“Chéc chan 1a thé r6i. Chung ta trao cho canh du kich Hoi giao moi
th&r ho mudn. Mién phi.”

“Kiéu nhu Lend-Lease.”

“Té hon thé,” Sansom noi. “Lend-Lease lién quan dén viéc gitp d&
cac nudc ban bé bi pha san vao thoi diém ay. Canh du kich Hoi gido khong
pha san. Nguoc lai han. C6 du moi loai lién minh ky quéi theo hinh thtrc bo
lac kéo to1 tan Arap Saudi. Trén thuc té thi canh du kich Hdi giao co nhiéu
tién hon ca chung ta.”

“Vasao?”

“Khi ta di c6 théi quen cho ngudi ta moi thir ho can, rat kho ding

29

lai.
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“Ho muon thém gi?”

“Su cong nhan,” Sansom dap. “Céng nap. Su thura nhan. Sy biét diéu.
Giap mat thoi gian. That kho biét chinh xac 1am cach nao khai quat dugc

nd.”
“Vay phi vu d6 la gi?”
“Chuing t6i c6 thé tin tuong anh khong?”
“Ong c6 mudn lay hd so lai khong?”
“Co.”
“Vay phi vu 6 la gi?”

“Chiing t6i dén gip tay cam dau canh du kich Hoi gido. Mang qua.
T4t ca nhitng loai qua linh tinh mang tinh phé truong, tir chinh Ronald
Reagan. Chiing toi 14 phéi vién riéng ctia ong ta. Chung t6i dd c6 mot budi
hop pho bién nhiém vu & Nha Trang. Ngudi ta bao chung t6i xun xoe ninh
bo bat ky khi nao c6 co hoi.”

“Va cac 6ng da lam thé?”

“Chu sao nira.”

“Chuyén cach ddy hai muoi lim nam roi.”
“Thé thi sa0?”

“Vay thi c6 ai quan tdm nita cha? N6 1a mot tinh tiét lich sir. Va du
sao da thanh cong. B¢ 1a su chdm dut cta chién tranh lanh.”

“Nhung khong phai su cédo chung ctia dam du kich Hoi gido. Chung
van hoat dong.”
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“Toi biét,” toi noi. “Chung tré thanh luc luong Taliban va al-Qaeda.
Nhung d6 ciing 1a mét tinh tiét. Ctr tri & North Carolina s& khong nhé vé
lich str. Hau hét ctr tri thAm chi con chéng nhé ndi ho da an gi trong bira
sang.”

“Con tuy,” Sansom noi.
“Vao cai gi?”

“Viéc nhan ra tén nguoi.”
“Tén nao?”

“Korengal 1a noi dién ra viéc 4y. Chi 1a mot goc nho ra, nhung 14 noi
Héng quan di bi tiéu diét. Canh du kich Hoi gido ¢ d6 da thyc hién cong
viéc that tot. Thé nén tay lanh dao du kich Hoi gido ban dia 1a mot nhan vat
thuc su quan trong. Khi éy hin 13 mét ngdi sao dang 1én. Hin 1a nguoi
chung t6i duoc cir dén gap. Va chung toi di thuc hién. Chung toi di gip

29

han.
“Va cac 6ng da liém dit han?”
“Bang moi cach chiing toi co thé.”
“Han 14 ai?”

“Ban dau han 1a mot gi kha an tuong. Tré, cao rdo, dep trai, rat théng
minh, rat nhiét huyét. Ma nay, lai rat giau ntra. Co rat nhiéu quan hé. Hin
xudt than tr mot gia dinh ty phu & Ardp Saudi. Cha hin 1a mot ngudi ban
ctia Pho tong thong thoi Reagan. Nhung ban than tay nay 1a mot tay cach
mang. Vi ly do éy hén da tir bo cudc séng thuan lo1.”

“Han 1a a1?”

“Osama bin Laden.”
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CAN PHONG YEN LANG mot luc kha lau. Chi c6 nhiing 4m thanh
ctia thanh phd bi cira s6 chin lai cing tiéng ri ri ctia khong khi tir may diéu
hoa chay qua dng phia trén phong tam. Springfield budc ra khoi chd canh tu
dat ti vi, ngdi xudng giuong.

To1 nod1, “Viec nhan ra tén nguoi.”
Sansom ndi, “Pé 1a diéu khén nan.”
“Ong noi dang day.”

“Chur con gi nira.”

“Nhung do la mdt tép 16n,” t61 noi.
“Thé thi sa0?”

“Thé nén no 1a mdt ban bao cdo dai. Va tat ca ching ta tirng doc cac
bdo cdo cua quan doi.”

“Va gi nra?”

“Chiing rat kho khan.” Va dung that. Liy khau Steyr GB cua
Springfield 1am vi du. Quan doi da thir n6. N6 13 mot phép than ky cua ky
thuat hién dai. Khong chi hoat dong dung nhu n6é nén thé, khau sung con
hoat dong ding nhu cach n6 khong nén. Loai nay c6 h¢ théng nap dan tu
dong phc tap sir dung khi day vé phia sau, nghia 13 sing c6 thé nap ca dan
kém chat lugng, dan cii hay dugc lép rap khong chudn ma van bén duoc.
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Hau hét cac sung déu gip van dé vdi nhiéu kiéu ap suat khi khac nhau.
Nhung khau Steyr c6 thé xir Iy dugc bat ky truong hop nao. D6 1a 1y do Luc
luong DPéc biét thich loai sing nay. Ho thudong & xa can ctr nén khong duoc
hd tro nhiéu, budc phai dua vao bat ky thir gi ¢ thé xoay xé duge ¢ noi ho
dang ding chan. Khau Steyr GB qua 1a mot ky quan bang kim loai.

Bao cdo cua quan do1 goi no la vé mat ky thudt co thé chdp nhdan
duoc.

T6i noi, “Co thé chung khong dé cap tén 6ng. Co thé chiing khong dé
cap tén han. C6 thé tat ca 1a chir viét tit tén lanh dao Delta va chi huy tai dia
phuong, tit ca chon vii trong ba trim trang chu giai ban d6.”

Sansom chang noi gi.
Springfield nhin di noi khac.
Tbi hoi, “Han ta thé nao?”

Sansom no6i: “Thiy khong? Pay chinh 13 diéu t6i dang noi téi. Gio
day ca doi toi chang 1a gi hét trir mot diéu toi 13 cai ké da liém dit Osama
bin Laden. C6 nhé ching thi nguoi ta nhé doc mot diéu do thoi.”

“Nhung han ta nhu thé nao?”

“Han 1a ké dang so. Han thé hién rd su hét minh d6i voi viéc giét
nguoi Nga, d6 13 diéu ban dau chung ta thdy vui, nhung rat mau chong
chung ta nhan ra rang han hét minh véi viéc giét chét bat ctr ké nao khong
dung hét nhu han. Han that ky quic. Han 1a mot ké tdm than. Ngudi han co
mui kho chiu. D6 12 mot ky cubi tuan that kinh khang. Luc ndo toi ciing son
da ga.”

“Cac ong da ¢ do ca hai ngay cudi tuan a?”

“Khach quy ma. Chi c6 diéu khong thyc sy nhu vay. Hin 1a tay ngao
man ché chét. Lic ndo hin ciing 1én mit 6ng chi véi chung toi. Han rao
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giang cho chung toi vé chién thuat va chién luge. Han day cho ching toi
cach gianh théng lgi cudc chién ¢ Viét Nam néu hén 13 ta. Chung t61 phai
v ra vé thiy an tuong lam.”

“Cac ong da trao nhirng qua gi cho han?”

“Tb6i chang biét qua 1a nhiing gi. Ching dugc boc kin. Han khong mé
ra. Chi quing vao mét goc. Han chang thém dé tam. Kiéu nhu ngudi ta noi
& dam cudi 4y, sy c6 mit ciia chung ta da 1a qua roéi. Han nghi han dang
chimg minh diéu gi d6 cho thé giéi thay. Quy Satan khong 16 dang quy gbi
truée mat han. Co téi may chuc 1an t6i suyt non mira. Va khong chi vi d6 an

29

dau.
“Céc ong an cung han a?”
“Chung to1 ¢ trong 1€u cua han.”

“Trong bao cio, nd s& duoc goi 1a tong hanh dinh cua ho. Ngon ngir
s& rat chung chung. Chuyén liém dit hin s& khong dugc dé cap. N6 s& 1a ba
tram trang tai liéu nham chéan vé nd luc sép xép mot cudc hen va mot cudc
hen da dugc thuc hién. Nguoi ta sé€ chét vi budn chan trudce khi ong mai di
qua Pai Tay Duong duoc nira dudng. Sao 6ng lai lo lang thé chu?”

“Chinh tri dang so 1am. Chuyén vé Lend-Lease ay. Tudng nhu khong
phai bin Laden sir dung khoi gia san cia riéng han ma 1a ching ta di cung
cap cho han. Gan nhu 12 tra tién cho hin.”

“Pau phai 16i cua 6ng. P6 1a viéc cua Nha Tring. Trong subt Thé
chién tht hai c6 thuyén truong nao bi tring phat vi chuyén nhitng thir theo
chuong trinh Lend-Lease cho Lién X6 chwa? Ho ciing chang tiép tuc 1a ban
bé cua ta ddy thoi.”

Sansom khong noi gi.
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T6i noi, “Do chi 1a tir ngir trén gidy. Ching khong c6 gi quen thudc.
Nguoi ta khong doc dau.”

Sansom noi, “Do 1a mot tép 16n.”
9 N e

“Cang 16n cang tot. N6 cang 16n thi nhitng phan té hai cang bi chon
ky. Va no sé& rat cil. Toi nghi hoi 4y chung ta thuong doc tén han theo kiéu
khac. Cé chit U. La Usama. Hoic UBL. C6 thé tham chi ngudi ta ching
nhan ra. Hodc ong c6 thé noi rang d6 1a mot nguoi hoan toan khéc.”

“Anh c6 chic chin 13 anh biét chiéc USB ¢ dau khong?”
“Chac chan.”

“Boi nghe giong anh ¢6 vé khong dugc chic. Nghe giong anh c6 vé
nhu anh dang c6 an i toi, boi anh biét né dang nam so so ra cho thé gidi
thay.”

“T6i biét nd dang & dau. Toi chi cb hiéu tai sao ong lai cing thang
dén vay. Nguoi ta timg vuot qua nhitng tinh hudng té hon thé.”

“Anh da bao gio st dung may tinh chua?”

“HOm nay to1 da dung.”

“Nhitng gi tao nén nhiing tép 16n nhat?”

“T6i khong biét.”

“Thtr doan xem.”

“Céc van ban dai?”

“Sai r0i. PO phan giai 16n tao nén cac tép 16n nhat.”
“Do phan giai a?” t61 hoi.

Sansom khong noi gi.
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“OK.,” t61 noi. “T61 hiéu ro1. D6 khong phai mot ban bao cdo. No 1a
mot tam anh.”
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CAN PHONG MOT LAN NUA tré nén yén ling. Nhiing am thanh
cia thanh phd, tiéng cua may diéu hoa. Sansom dung day di vé sinh,
Springfield tré lai vi tri ci bén tu ti vi. Trén ta dat cac chai nudc, trén cd
chai gan nhirng manh gidy ghi rang néu udng nudce s& bi tinh phi tam d6 la.

Sansom ra khoi phong tam.

“Reagan mudn c6 tim anh,” 6ng ta néi. “Phan vi ong ta 1a ldo gia da
cam lap di, phan vi 6ng ta 1a ong gia da nghi. Ong ta mudn kiém tra xem
ching t61 ¢6 tuan thu ménh I¢nh ctia minh khong. Theo nhu t61 nho, toi
dimg canh bin Laden, trén mat t61 la nu cuoi khdn nan nhat trong cac kiéu
khon nan.”

Springfield no1, “Cung véi to1 phia bén kia.”

Sansom noi, “Bin Laden d3 ha guc Thap Déi. Hin d3 tin cong Lau
Nam Goc. Han 1a tay khung b ghé gom nhat thé gidi. Tén nay 13 nhan vat
d& nhan ra, rat dé nhan ra. Han thudc loai hoan toan khong thé nham 1an
dugc. TAm anh d6 s& giét chét sy nghiép chinh tri cua t6i. Tat lim ludn.
Vinh vién.”

To1 hoi, “D6 1a 1y do me con nha Hoth mudn ¢é n6 ha?”

Ong ta gat dau. “b¢ al-Qaeda c6 thé lam mat mat t61, va mat mat
nudc My cung voi toi. Hode nguoc lai.”

T6i bude t6i tu ti vi ldy mot chai nude. Xody nap chai ra va udng mot
ngum dai. Tién phong dugc thanh todn bang thé ciia Springfield, nghia 1a
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Sansom tra. Va Sansom c¢6 thé chiu dugc khoan chi tam do.
R61 t61 mim cuoi, rat nhanh.

“Vi vy moi ¢6 birc anh trong cudn sach cua 6ng,” t6i nodi. “Va trén
tuong trong van phong 6ng. Donald Rumsfeld cung Saddam Hussein, ¢
Baghdad.”

“Pung,” Sansom noi.

“Chi dé dé phong. Pé cho thay rang c6 mot nguoi khac cling di lam
chuyén tuong ty. Nhu con bai chu, chi ndm 1an kin dao trong bui ram.
Khong ai biét n6 1 bai chii. Tham chi khong ai biét nd 1a mot quéan bai.”

“P6 khong phai bai cht,” Sansom néi “Tham chi khong hé. N6 nhu
con bai bich kém gia tri. B&1 bin Laden con t€ hon Saddam. Va sau do
Rumsfeld khong tim cach dugc bau vao vi tri gl. Ong ta duoc bd nhiém vao
moi vi tri 6ng ta ddm nhiém sau do6 1a nho ban be. Ong ta phai chiu thé.
Ching c6 ké dién nao di bo phiéu cho ong ta ca.”

“Ong c6 ban be cha?”
“Khong nhiéu lam.”
“Chua ai ting néi nhiéu vé buc anh cia Rumsfeld.”

“Boi 6ng ta khong tranh cir. Néu 6ng ta ting tham gia mot chién dich
tranh cir nao, no s& 1a birc anh ndi tiéng nhat thé gidi.”

“Ong 1a ngudi tir t& hon Rumsfeld.”
“Anh khong biét t6i dau.”
“Phan doan c6 co s ddy.”

“Pugc 101, co thé. Nhung bin Laden tdi té hon Saddam. Va hinh anh
d6 1a thude doc. Tham chi nd chéng can 16i cha thich. Téi ding déy, cuol1
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nhu ché con voi gi dan 6ng tan bao nhat thé gidi. Nguoi ta di lam gia
nhitng btrc anh nhu vy dé quang ba cho cudc tin cong. Con biic nay 1a dd
that.”

“Ong sé lay lai dugc né.”

“Khi nao?”

“Ong dang x1r 1y ra sao véi cac cao budc trong t0i?”
“Cham.”

“Nhung chic?”

“Khoéng chac chan lam. C6 ca tin tot va tin x4u.”
“Hay cho t6i biét tin xdu trudc.”

“Rat it kha nang FBI s& mudn hop tac. Va chic chian B4 Qudc phong
s& khong nhu thé.”

“Ba ga do a?”

“Ho da thoi vu nay. RO rang ho da bi thuong. Mot ngudi bi rach miii,
mot bi thuong & dau. Nhung ho di bi thay thé. B6 Qudc phong van nong
long mudn theo.”

“Ho nén thay biét on. Ho can tat cad moi sy hod trg ma ho co6 thé nhan
duoc.”

“Khoéng phai nhu thé. Co nhitng cudc chién gianh lanh dja budc phai
thang.”

“Vay tin t6t 1a gi?”

“Chung t61 nghi rang NYPD da san sang to6 ra thoai mai v€ vu tau
dién ngam.”
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“Tuyét,” t6i noi. “Nhu thé giéng nhu bo mot vé phat dd xe sai cho
Charles Manson.”

Sansom khong noi gi.

T6i hoi ong ta, “Con vé Theresa Lee va Jacob Mark? Ca Docherty
nita thi thé nao?”

“Ho da tr¢ lai lam viéc. V61 van ban cua co quan lién bang tuyén
duong ho d hd tro B6 An ninh Quéc gia thuc hi¢én mot vu diéu tra nhay

29

cam.
“Vay 1 ho 6n con t6i thi khong?”
“Ho khong tin cong ai ca. Ho khong 1am bat ky ai bi thuong.”
“Ong s& lam gi v6i chiéc USB khi lay lai dugc n6?”

“To1 s€ xem cO dang la nd khong, ro1 to1 dap nat no ra, roi dot cac
manh, nghién tro thanh bui va cho vao tam toa 1€t khac nhau r61 xa nuéce.”

“Gi1d st to1 yéu cau ong khong 1am thé thi sao?”
“Tat sao 6ng lam nhu vay?”
. 1y

“To1 s€ no1 vo1 Ong sau.”

Tuy theo quan diém mdi ngudi, bay gio 1a dau budi tdi hodc cudi budi
chiéu. Do vira nga ddy nén toi coi day la thoi gian 4n sang. Toi goi xubng
bd phan phuc vu tai phong yéu cdu mang 1én mot khay 16n. Chimg nim
muoi do tinh theo gid khach san Sheraton New York, cong véi thué, tién
boa, céc loai phi. Sansom chang ngai chiit ndo. Ong ta ngdi trén ghé, nguoi
hudng vé phia trudc, nhap nhom vi that vong va sot rudt. Springfield thi thur
thai hon nhiéu. Cach diy mot phan tu thé ky anh ta da cing chia sé chuyén
hanh trinh qua nui, cing chia s¢é méi 6 nhuc. Péi khi ban bé cia ching ta
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tro thanh ke thu, va doi khi ké thu tro thanh ban be cua chung ta. Song
Springfield chang c6 gi phu thudc vao nd. Chang muc dich, ching ké
hoach, chéng tham vong nao. Va diéu d6 boc 16 ra. Anh ta van ding nhu
con nguoi cua minh hoi éy, chi 1a mot nguoi thuc hién cong viéc cia minh.

To1 hoi, “Lé ra cac 6ng da co thé giét han ch?”
9

“Hén c6 can vé,” Sansom dap. “Nhu mot vong tron bén trong. Su
trung thanh & d6 con hon ca sy cudng tin. Hay nghi vé linh thuy quan lyc
chién hay nguoi trong cong doan xe tai Teamster rdi nhan 1én mot ngan lan.
Chung t6i bi tude vii khi khi con cach 1éu vai trim mét. Chung toi khong
bao gio dugc c6 mat bén hin khi khéng c6 ké khac. Ludn ludn co ngudi
lang vang xung quanh. Cong thém bon tré con va vt nudi. Chung song nhur
o ky Do da.”

“Han la thang khon cao gay,” Springfield noi. “Ho1 ay to61 da cé thé
vuon nguoi ra bé gay cai co nhang cua han bat ky lac nao t61 mudn.”

“Hbi ay 6ng mudn thé chu?”

“Ong c6 thé ca 1a co. Bai toi biét. Ngay tir lic dau. C6 1& dung ra toi
da nén lam ngay khi deén flash nhay. Nhu bé mot thanh banh mi trong nha
hang Y. Thé thi anh chyp sé& dep hon.”

To1 noi1, “Viée lam tu sat.”

“Nhung sau ndy s& ctru dugce nhiéu mang ngudi.”

To6i gat dau. “Ciing nhu thé néu Rumsfeld da thoc mot con dao vao
nguoi Saddam.”

Tay nhan vién phuc vu mang bita dn cua t6i Ién, t61 bao Sansom roi
khoi ghé va to1 an tai ban. Sansom léy dién thoai di dong goi mdt cl va xac
nhan ré“mg tir thoi diém d6 t6i duoc thoat khoi cac cdo budc lién quan tdi
nhirng viéc lam & ga tau dién ngdm. Dbi v6i NYPD, t6i khong con 13 ngudi
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dang quan tam. Nhung rdi ong ta thuc hién cudc goi thir hai va bao t6i rang
ban héi thdm van nga vé bén FBI va nhitng du hiéu c6 vé chang 6n chut
nao. Roi Sansom goi cu thi ba va khang dinh rang canh bén Bo Quoc
phong chic chin s& khong cho qua. Ho nhu con ché dang giit xuong. Toi
dang gip rac r6i du loai ¢ tim lién bang. Céan trd cong 1y, tan cong va ra
don, 1am nguoi khac bi thuong bang mét thir vii khi c6 thé gay chét nguoi.

“Hét chuyén,” Sansom noi. “To1 s€ phai tryc tiép di gap Bo truong.”
“Hodc Tong thong,” to1 chém vao.

“Tb6i chang thé 1am viéc nao ca. Xét vé bé ndi, B Qudc phong dang
rao riét san dudi mot nhom al-Qaeda dang hoat dong. Trong bdi canh hién
nay, khong thé 1ap luan bac bo viéc ay.”

Chinh tri la mét bdi min. Lam ciing chét, khéng lam ciing tiéu.
“Puoc roi,” toi néi. “Mién 1a toi biét hinh thu cua chién trudng.”
“No1 dung ra thi day khong phai tran danh cua anh.”

“Jacob Mark s€ théy 6n hon khi ¢c6 mot chut két cuc.”

“Anh lam viéc nay cho Jacob Mark a? Cénh nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang c6 thé danh cho ong 4y tat ca nhitng két cuc ong 4y can.”

“Ong nghi thé ha? Canh diéu tra lién bang chang di toi dau. Ong
muén chuyén nay kéo dai bao 1au?”

“Vay ong lam vi¢c nay cho Jacob Mark hay cho t61?”
“T61 lam cho ban than t61.”

“Ong ching c6 lién quan gi.”

“To1 thich cac thach thue.”

“Trén thé gidi co day thach thirc khac.”
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“Chting da 1am cho n6 thanh thach thic ddi véi ca nhan. Ching da
guri cho t61 dia DVD d6.”

“P6 1a chién thuat. Néu anh phan tng, chiing sé& thang.”
“Khéng, néu t6i phan tng, chung s& thua.”
“Pay khong phai Mién T4y hoang da dau.”

“Ong no6i dang. Pay 1a phuong Ty hén nhat. Chung ta can quay dong
hd nguoc lai.”

“Anh thim chi biét bon chung dang & dau ch?”
Springfield liéc nhin toi.

Toi1 no1, “T61 dang xem xét vai y tudng.”

“Anh van c6 kénh lién lac dé mé chi?”

“Tu luc xem dia DVD t61 gi6 ¢6 ta chua goi cho t61.”
“Ttr lic ¢6 ta cho anh vao by, y anh 1a thé day.”
“Nhung t6i nghi c6 ta s& goi cho t6i 1an nita.”

“Tai sao?”

“Boi ¢6 ta mudn thé.”

“Cé thé co ta thang. Chi di mot budc sai 1am, anh s€ tré thanh tu nhan
cua co ta. Ro1 rot cudc anh s€ phai noi cho ¢ ta di€u ¢6 ta muon biét.”

T6i hoi: “Tur vy mudi mot thang Chin téi gio ong da bay bang may
bay thuong mai bao nhiéu 1an?”

Ong ta dap, “Vai tram lan.”
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“Va t6i c4 rang trong moi 1an, mot phan nho tdm tri 6ng déu hy vong
rang trén may bay c6 bon khong tic. Dé 6ng co thé trong thiy ching didu
hanh trén 16i di, dé 6ng c6 thé bat day danh cho ching vai ra quan. Hoic dé
ong chét trong lic dang ¢ ging lam viéc ay.”

Sansom cui dau, miéng tré xudng hé mot nu cudi 4o nao. Piéu dau
tién to1 thay ¢ 6ng ta trong suot mot thoi gian dai.

“Anh noi dung,” 6ng ta noi. “Lan nao cling thé.”
“Tait sao vay?”
“T61 mudn bao v¢ may bay.”

“Va 6ng mudn trat nhitng con gian dit ciia minh. Va trit bo sy cim
han ctia minh. T6i biét t6i cling s& thé. Toi thich toa Thap Poi. Toi thich
kiéu cua thé giéi trude kia. Ong biét day, 1 trude day ay. To6i khong co ky
nang chinh tri. Toi khong phai nha ngoai giao hay chién luoc gia. Toi biét
nhitg nhugc diém ctia minh, va toi ciing biét nhitng vu diém ctia minh. Thé
nén tom lai thi vd1 mot ké nhu t61, co hoi gap mdt nhom al-Qaeda dang hoat
dong rat giébng nhu tit ca cac ngay sinh nhat va 18 Giang sinh duogc gom vao
mot.”

“Anh that dién. Pay khong phai viéc dé 1am mot minh.”
“Con céach nao khac nfra chu?”

“Rét cudec BO An ninh Quéc gia s€ tim ra ching. R6i ho s& tap hop lai
thanh gi d6. NYPD, FBI, cac d6i SWAT, thiét bi, vai trim nguoi.”

“Mot chién dich khong 16 v6i vo s6 thanh phan riéng r&.”
“Nhung duoc 1én ké hoach can than.”
“Trude ddy ong da tham gia cac chién dich nhu thé ch?”

“Vai lan.”
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“Véi ong thi két qua nhu thé nao?”
Sansom khong tra 101.
T6i noi, “Mot minh ludn tot hon.”

“Co thé khéng,” Springfield nodi. “Ching t6i dd kiém tra thuat toan
may tinh ctia B6 An ninh Quéc gia. Me con nha Hoth mang theo ca mot lii
dong.”

“Bao nhiéu?”

“Mudi chin ga dan ong.”
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TOI AN NOT BUA SANG. Am ca phé da hét sach. Thé nén t6i udng
ndt chai nudc gia tdm d6 roi quang vé phia thung rac, phan day chai di
trudc. NoO va vao thanh thung rc, tao nén mot 4m thanh nhua rong roi bat
lan ra tham. Néu t6i mé tin thi d6 1a diém khoéng t6t. Nhung toi lai khong
me tin.

“Tat thay muoi chin tén,” t6i noi. “Bon gi da roi My va hai gi dang
cudc bod trong tinh trang bi thwong, bi v& ham va sai khuyu tay. Nhu vay

con muoi ba tén c6 kha nang chién dau.”

Sansom noi, “V& ham va sai khuyu tay a? Chuyén do6 xay ra thé
nao?”

“Chiing ra ngoai tim toi. Chung c6 thé 1 nhiing thang ché ac chién
v6i sting phong lyu & may ving d6i qué chung, nhung c6 vé 1a tin nhau
trén phd khong phai thé manh cua ching.”

“Anh da viét 1én tran ching day a?”
“Tran mot tén. Tai sao 6ng biét?”

“FBI nhan dugc dién thoai tir phong cdp ctru Bellevue. Hai nguoi
nudc ngoai khong rd danh tinh bi bo lai déy sau khi b1 danh. Mot trong hai
nguoi co chir viét trén tran.”

“Hinh phat,” t61 noi. “Chéc chin me con Hoth khong hai long véi
man trinh dién cta chung. Thé nén ho bo chung di, dé khich 1& nhiing tén
khac.”
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“Bon nhan tam.”
“Gi10 chung ¢ dau?”

“Trong phong duoc canh gac & bénh vién. Boi trude diy mot trong so
chung d3 & d6. Mot phong cip ctru nao d6 ¢ ga Penn. Han khong néi gi ca.
FBI dang c6 gang xac minh han 1a thang quai ndo.”

“Lam gi ho phai mat thoi gian thé nhi? Toi da viét tén cua Lila lén
tran han. Toi viét Lila, hay goi cho téi. Ngay bay gid co bao nhiéu ngudi
tén Lila ma Cuc Diéu tra Lién bang quan tam?”

Sansom lic dau. “Tin tuong ho chat di. Phan da ghi tén da bi got di
bang dao.”

T6i budc qua mé chai nudc thir hai gia tdm d6. Nhap mot ngum. Vi
ngon. Nhung khong ngon hon nuéc gia hai d6. Hodc nudc mién phi udng tir

VOl.
“Mudi ba nguoi,” toi noi.
“Cong thém me con nha Hoth nita,” Springfield noi.
“OK, muo1 lam.”
“Phi vu tu sat.”

“Tat ca chung ta s€ cheét,” to1 no1. “Cau hoi duy nhat 1a khi nao va
chét nhu thé nao.”

“Chting t6i khong thé cha dong giup anh,” Sansom noi. “Anh hiéu
diéu d6, phai khong? Chuyén nay s& két thac véi it nhat 1a mot va nhiéu
nhat 13 muoi lam truong hop nguoi chét trén dudong phd New York. Chiing
t6i khong thé 1a mot phan trong d6. Chiing toi khong thé mon men t6i gan
du cach ca triéu dam.”
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“Vi chinh trj 4?”

“Vi rat nhiéu 1y do.”

“To6i khong dé nghi giup d& dau.”
“Anh 13 ké dién cudng.”

“Chiing s& nghi nhu thé.”

“Trong dau anh c6 chuong trinh ch?”
“Sém c6. Chang phai cho doi 1au dau.”

“Tat nhién truong hop ti thiéu mot nguoi chét chinh 1a anh day.
Trong trudong hop d6 t6i s& khong biét 1am thé nao dé tim ra bic anh cua
minh.”

“Thé thi cau mong may man cho to1 di.”
“Dieu co trach nhiém 1a anh noi cho to61 biét bay gio.”

“Khong, diéu co trach nhi¢m la t61 nhan cong viéc lam 141 xe buyt cho
truong hoc.”

“Tbi c6 thé tin tudng anh khong?”

“V& viéc song sot a2”

“Vé viéc giir 10i 4y.”

“Ong d3 hoc diéu gi & truong du bi si quan?”

“Rang anh em si quan can tin tuéng nhau. Pac biét 1a anh em si quan
cung cap.”

“Vay thi n6 day.”
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“Nhung chiing ta khong phai anh em thuc su. Chiing ta nam & cac b
phan rat khac nhau.”

“Ong noi dung. To6i da lam viée rat vat va trong luc 6ng bay qua hét
ca thé gidi ding ma hon dit gi khing bd thé giéi. Ong tham chi con chang
gianh dugc 1y mot Huy chuong Trai tim Tia.”

Sansom khong noi gi.

“Pua thoi,” t0i noi. “Nhung ong nén hy vong rang t6i khong phai
truong hop bo mang dau tién, néu khong thi ¢ thé lac ndo ong cling nghe
nhirng diéu nhu vay.”

“Vay thi hay noi cho to1 bay gio.”

“T6i mudn dng yém trg cho toi.”
Sansom noi, “Tdi dd doc hd so cta anh.”
“Ong noi t6i nghe diéu do roi.”

“Anh da dugc tang Huy chuong Trai tim Tia do bi xe bom ¢ Beirut
thoi bay. Trai linh thity quén lyc chién.”

“To61 nhé ro chuyén do.”
“Anh c6 mdt vét seo lam anh hudng to1 dién mao.”
“Muon xem khong?”

“Khéng. Nhung anh can nhé rang i 4y khong phai me con nha
Hoth.”

“Ong 1 ai day, chuyén gia tri liéu cua toi 42"

“Khéng. Nhung diéu d6 khong khién cho nhan xét cia toi bét dung
chut nao dau.”
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“T6i khong biét thu pham ¢ Beirut 1a ai. Chac chan chang ai biét.
Nhung du c6 1a ai di nita, chung cling 1a anh em si quan cua nha Hoth.”

“Anh c6 dong co tra thu. Va anh van cam thay t6i 16i vé chuyén
Susan Mark.”

“Thé thi sao?”

“Thé thi c6 thé anh khong hoat dong v&i mirc hiéu qua tdi da.”

“Lo lang cho toi 4?”

“Chu yéu cho ban than t6i. T6i mudn lay lai birc anh ctia minh.”
“Ong s& c6 n6.”

“ft nhat hay cho t6i manh mdi vé noi né dang ton tai.”

“Ong biét nhitng gi toi biét. T6i da luan ra. Thé nén 6ng sé& luan ra.”
“Anh 1a canh sat. K§ nang cua anh khac cua t61.”

“Thé nén ong s& cham hon. Nhung day khong phai trd cao siéu gi

“Thé 14 tro gi?”

“Hay mot lan tu duy nhu nguoi binh thuong. Khong giéng nhu mot
nguoi linh hay chinh tri gia.”

Sansom thir. Ong ta that bai. Ong ta noi, “it nhat hay noi cho toi biét
vi sao to61 khong nén pha huy no.”

“Ong biét nhitng gi toi biét.”

“Nghia la sao?”
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“Hodc c6 thé ong khong biét nhimng gi toi biét. Boi 6ng qua khép kin.
Con t61 chi la mot thanh vién cua cong chung.”

“Thé thi sa0?”

“Té6i chic chan 6ng 1a mot tay ac chién ddy, Sansom. Toi chic chin
ong s& 1a mot thuong nghi si tuyét voi. Nhung ndi cho cung thi bat ky
thuong nghi si nao cling chi 1a mot trong mot trim nghi si. Gan nhu tat ca
ho c6 thé d6i chd cho nhau. Ong co thé cho t61 mot cai tén chir? Tén cua
mot cad nhan thuong nghi si nao da thuc su tao duoc khac biét cho bat clr
chuyén gi ay?”

Sansom chang noi gi.

“Ong c6 thé néi cho t6i nghe ca nhan ong sé& tiéu diét bon al-Qaeda
thé nao khong?”

Sansom bét dau noi vé Uy ban Quan luc, Uy ban Dbi ngoai, Tinh bao,
ngan sach, su giam sat. Nhu mot bai phat biéu theo cong thirc. Nhu 6ng ta
dang dién thuyét. T6i hoi, “Phan viéc nao trong d6 sé& khong dugc ai khac
thuc hién néu nhu ong khong duoc giao thuc hién?”

Sansom khong tra 101. Toi hoi, “Hay tudng tugng 1a c6 mot cai hang
& Dong Bic Pakistan. Tudng tuong 13 ngay bay gio bon chi huy cao cip cia
al-Qaeda dang ngdi d6. Liéu ching c6 vo dau bt tai néi rang khon that, ta
khong nén dé cho John Sansom vao Thugng vién My khong? Ong c6 dimg
dau danh sach trong chuong trinh nghi su ctia chiing khong?”

Ong ta dap, “Co 1€ khong.”
“The tai sao chung mudn c6 buc anh?”
“Nhirng thiang loi nho,” Sansom néi. “Van hon 1a ching c6 gi.”

“Ong khong nghi rang nhu thé 1a hoi qua nhiéu viéc dé chi gianh mot
thang lg1 nho a? Hai nhan vién cOng thém muoi chin ga dan ong cong voi
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ba thang?”
“Nudc My s& mat mat.”

“Nhung khong dén ndi mat mat lam. Hay xem birc anh ctia Rumsfeld.
Ching ai quan tim. Thoi thé thay d6i, moi viée tiép dién. Ngudi ta hiéu
diéu 4y, ngay ca khi ¢ nhén ra di nita. Ngudi My hodc rat trudong thanh va
nhay cam, hodc rat dé quén. To6i chua bao gid chic chan 13 kha ning nao.
Nhung du gi di nita, birc anh d6 ciing s& 13 thir khong quan trong. N6 co thé
huay diét ca nhan 6ng, song hiy diét mdi lan mot ngudi My khong phai kiéu
hoat dong cua al-Qaeda.”

“No s€ lam ton thuong nhitng ky niém vé Reagan.”

“Ai quan tam cht? Hau hét ngudi My tham chi con chang nhé 6ng ta.
Hau hét ngudi My nghi Reagan 1a mot san bay & Washington.”

“T6i nghi anh dang danh gia qua thap day.”

“Con toi nghi 6ng dang danh gia qua cao. Ong qua gan voi viée 4y.”
“Nhung t61 nghi birc anh do6 s€ gay hai.”

“Nhung no6 s& giy ton thuong cho ai? Chinh pha nghi gi?”

“Anh biét raing B6 Quédc phong dang cb ging nhu dién dé 14y no lai.”

“That ha? Vay tai sao ho lai giao nhiém vu cho mot déi hang B cua
minh?”

“Anh nghi miy tay d6 1 d6i B ctia ho 4?2~

“To1 thuc long hy vong thé. Néu do 1a doi hang A cua ho, tat ca
chung ta nén chuyén sang Canada ma & cho lanh.”

Sansom khong noi gi.
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T6i néi, “Burc anh c6 thé gy mot chut tac hai cho éng & dia phuong,
tai Bac Carolina. Nhung rd rang tat ca chi thé. Chung ta dang khong thiy
bat ky kiéu nd lyc toi da nao tir B6 Qudc phong. Boi khong thuc sy ¢o anh
huong tiéu cuc nao & cap qudc gia.”

“P6 khong phai cach hiéu chinh xac.”

“Puoc r0i, blrc anh té 1a té cho ta. D6 1a bé“mg chirng cuia mot 16i chién
lugc. NO that khé chiu, that dang x4u ho, nd s& boi tro trat trAu vao mat
chung ta. Nhung chi ¢ thé. S& khong phai 1a ngay tan cia thé gidi. Chung
ta s& khong sup d6.”

“Vay la nhitng ky vong cua al-Qaeda qua cao sao? Anh ndi rang
chung ciing 1am a? Chung khong hiéu ngudi My nhu cach anh hiéu 4?”

“Khéng, toi dang noi rang toan bo chuyén nay hoi mét can bang. Hoi
thiéu can xung. Al-Qaeda da diéu mot doi hang A con chung ta diéu mot
d6i hang B. Vi vdy mong mudn cta chung ddi v6i viéc gianh buc anh do
manh hon mét chiit so véi mong muén cua ta trong viée giit 1ay no.”

Sansom chang noi gi.

“Va ching ta phai ddt cau hoi tai sao Susan Mark khong dugc 1énh
chi sao chép n6? Néu muc dich ctia chiing 13 lam mét mit ta thi sao chép nod
1a ¥ tuong hay hon. Boi néu chuyén 1§ ra va nhitng nguoi hoai nghi cho
rang no bi 1am gia, ma ho sé& cho 1a thé that, thi ban gdc van con nam trong
tép, va ta s¢ khong thé phti nhan né mot cach binh than duogc.”

‘GOK.”

“Nhung Susan Mark da khong duoc 1énh sao chép né. Thyc té 1a co
ay duoc 1énh danh cip no. Dé 1ay no6 khoi tay chung ta. Ma khong dé lai dau
vét gi. Piéu d6 lam ting dang ké nguy co va kha ning bi phat hién.”

“Nghia 1a thé nao?”
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“Nghia la chung mudn c6 no, cling nhu chung mudn ta khong c6 nd.”
“To1 khong hiu.”

“Ong can hoi twong lai. Ong can suy luan chinh x4c nhu chiéc may
anh d6 da thiy. Boi al-Qaeda khong mudn cong khai birc anh ay. Ching
danh cap no6 boi chung mudn dim né di.”

“Tat sao chung muon thé?”

“Bdi1 du nd co t€ cho 6ng dén thé nao di nira, trong ay c6 gi d6 con té
hai hon cho Osama bin Laden.”
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SANSOM VA SPRINGFIELD tr¢ nén im lang, toi biét ho s& thé ma.
Tri ndo ho dang quay nguoc lai mot phan tu thé ky trude, toi mot cin 1éu co
anh sang 1o md nam trén nén thung liing Korengal. Ho ctng ngudi rdi lai
théng ra, vo thuc lap lai nhitng tu thé trang trong. Mgt & bén trai, mot & bén
phai, tay chu nha ¢ giita hai nguoi. Cac dng kinh may anh chia vao ho, lay
hinh, thu gén lai, diéu chinh, léy nét. Nhép nhay, nap di¢n, roi tiéng tach,
trum anh sang 1én khung canh xung quanh.

Chinh x4c thi may anh d thay gi?
Sansom noi, “T61 khong nhé.”

“C6 18 1a ching t61,” Springfield noi. “Pon gian thé. Co6 thé bay gid
nhing cudc gip voi ngudi My co vé gidbng nhu nghiép chudng vay.”

“Khoéng,” t6i ndi. “Po 1a cach danh boéng tén tudi tot. N6 khién bin
Laden c6 vé day quyén luc va dic thang, dong thoi khién chung ta trong
nhu nhitng thang kho. N6 phai 1a diéu gi d6 khac.”

“Trong do la mot vuon thi. Lung tung 16n xon.”

“N6 phai 1a thtr gi d6 khong phu hop dén mirc nguy hiém chét nguoi.
Cac bé trai, bé gai, thu vat.”

Sansom noi, “Tdi khong biét nhitng thir nao bi chung coi 13 khong
pht hop. O d6 chung ¢6 ca ngan luat 16. Tham chi c6 thé 1a thir gi d6 han
dang an khi ay.”
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“Hoac hut.”

“Hodc ubng.”

“0O d6 khong c6 rugu,” Springfield néi. “Toi nhd diéu d6.”
“Phu nit?” t61 hoi.

“Ciing khong c6 phu nit.”

“Phai 1a gi d6. O d6 ¢6 vi khach khac khong?”

“Chi c6 nguoi cua bo toc.”

“Khong c6 nguoi nude ngoai a?”’

“Chi ching t61 th61.”

“Phai 13 gi 6 khién han trong c6 vé nhun nhudng, hay yéu dubi, hay
lac 16i. Han khée manh khong?”

“Co vé khoe.”
“Vay con gi khac nira?”

“Lam duong lac 161 so v6i céc luat 1€ cua chung hay lam duong lac 161
theo y ta mudn n61?”

“Dai ban doanh al-Qaeda,” t61 n6i. “Noi dan 6ng la con nguodi con
dam dé hoang sg.”

“To1 khong nhé. Da 1au ro1. Ching t61 mét moi. Khi ay chung to1 vura
cudc bd mot tram dam xuyén qua chién tuyén.”

Sansom trd nén im lang. Nhu t6i biét ong ta s& im lang. Cudi cing
ong ta noi, “Chuyén nay thuc la khén nan.”

To1 no1, “To1 biet no 1a the.”
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“Tbi s& phai dua ra mot quyét dinh 16n.”
“Tbi biét 6ng s& nhu thé.”

“Néu buc anh do gay ton hai cho han nhi€u hon cho t6i, to1 s€ phai
cong bo no.”

“Khong, néu n6 c6 gay ton hai cho han, du chi chut it thoi, ong sé
phai cong bo nd. Va ong s€ phai chap nhan va d61 mat voi hau qua.”

“N6 dang & dau?”
To1 khong tra 101.

“Puoc r6i,” 6ng ta ndi. “Tdi s& yém tro anh. Nhung t6i biét nhiing gi
anh biét. Va anh d3 luén ra. Nghia la t61 co thé luén ra. Nhung cham hon.
Boi vi n6 chang phai khoa hoc cao siéu gi. Nghia 1a me con nha Hoth ciing
c6 thé luan ra. Chang s& chdm hon cha? C6 thé khong. Co thé ngay by gio
chung dang cam no 1én.”

“DPung,” to1 no1. “Co thé chung dang cam no6 1én.”

“Va néu ching sap dim no di, cé thé té1 nén cr tu nhién va dé mac
ching lam thé.”

“Néu chiing sap dim n6 di, thé nghia 12 n6 1a mot vii khi quy gia c6
thé str dung chdng lai chiing.”

Sansom khong noi gi.

T6i néi, “Nhé truong dy bi si quan khong? Piéu gi d6 vé tit ca moi
ké thu, du trong hay ngoai nudc chang?”

“Chiing ta di c6 nhitng 16i thé nhu nhau & Quéc hoi.”

“Vay thi 6ng c6 nén dé cho nha Hoth dim birc anh di khong?”
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Sansom im lang mot lac lau.
ROi 6ng ta 1én tiéng.

“Pi di,” ong ta bao. “Di tim me con nha Hoth truéc khi ching lay
duoc birc anh.”

T6i khong di. Ngay lac 4y thi khong. Khong phai ngay 1ap tic. Toi ¢b
nhirng diéu can nghi, nhiing ké hoach can vach ra. Va nhirng thiéu sét can
khac phuc. Té6i khong duoc trang bi. Toi dang di doi ung lam vuon bang
cao su va mic quan xanh. Toi khong c6 vii khi. Chang c6 gi 1a hay ho ca.
T6i mudn di vao gitra dém, mic dd den thich hop. V&i d6i gidy phu hop. Va
vii khi. Cang nhiéu cang tt.

Quan ao thi dé.

Vii khi thi khong dé lam. Thanh phé New York khong phai noi tot
nhat trén hanh tinh nay c6 thé dé dang mua mot moén vii khi ca nhan. C6 18
& ving ngoai vi c6 nhitng noi 1én ban vii khi cii véi gia dit, nhung ¢ ving
ngoai vi cling c6 nhiing noi ban xe da sir dung, va cac tai xé khé tinh duoc
khuyén céo tranh that xa nhiing noi do.

Rac ro1.

T6i nhin Sansom noéi, “Ong khong thé chu dong giup toi, dung
khong?”

Ong ta noi, “Ding.”

T6i nhin Springfield ma bao, “Gio t6i s& dén mot ctra hiéu ban quan
40. Toi tinh mua quan den, 40 phong den va giay den. Cting mdt chiéc 4o
gid den, o 1& ¢ XXXL, loai lung thung 4y. Ong nghi sa0?”
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Springfield néi, “Chung toi chang quan tam. Lic ong trd lai thi chiing
toi s& di khoi roi.”

T6i dén cira hiéu & Broadway, noi t61 da mua chiéc so mi ka ki truée
hém dién ra bita trua gdy quy ctia Sansom. Noi ndy lam an kha, c6 sin rat
nhiéu do. Toi tim thay moi thir minh can ngoai gidy va vé. Quan jean den,
40 phong tron mau den, mot chiéc 4o gid mau den bang co tong kéo khoa
may cho mdt gi to con hon t6i nhiéu. Toi thir chiéc 4o gi6 va dung nhu
mong mudn, nd vira hai canh tay va phan vai, phan trudc phong 1én nhu 4o
ba bau.

Hoan hdo, néu nhu Springfield da hi€u mach nudce cua toi.

T6i mic cac thir trong 6 thay d6, ném bo cac thr cii va tra cho nhan
vién ban hang nim muoi chin d6 la. Roi toi theo chi dan cia co ta, di thém
ba diy nha t&i cira hang gidy. T6i mua mot doi giay chac khoe mau den
budc day, mot doi tat den. Mat gan mot tram d6. Pau toi vang 1én giong noi
clia me toi, tir 1u 1am roi: Véi cdi gid nhw thé, nén ding cho lau. Pirng c6
giam manh. T61 budc khoéi ctra hi¢u, giam chan Xuéng via hé vai 1an cho
chac chan. Toi dimg & mot cira hang ban thudc mua chiéc quan dui 16t mau
trang. Toi nghi rang, do moi thir khac déu mai, toi nén lam thé cho dong bo.

RAi ti bat dau tré lai khach san.

Puoc ba budc, dién thoai trong thi t6i bat dau rung.
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TOI LUI LAI DUA VAO MOT TOA NHA trén goc phd 55 va rat
dién thoai khoi tai. Cudc goi han ché. To6i md nap may va dua 1én ap vao

tai.

Lila Hoth noi, “Reacher phai khong?”

T61 noi, “Phai.”

“T6i van dang ding ngoai duong. T6i van dang chd xe tai can toi
day.”

“N6 dang t6i day.”

“Nhung khi nao no t61?”

“C6 c6 thé toat mo hoi mot luc. Toi s& & canh cd trong vai ngay nita.”
“T6i khong thé doi duoc.”

“Tbi biét c6 dang ¢ dau.”

“Tét. Diéu d6 s& don gian hoa moi viéc.”

“Va t6i ciing biét cai USB dang ¢ dau nira.”

“Mot lan nira, tot. Chung t61 s€ gilr cho 6ng song du 1au dé co6 thé noi
cho ching t61. Va c6 thé thém vai gio, chi dé vui thoi.”

“C0 la con bé gitra rirng gia day, Lila. L& ra ¢c6 nén ¢ nha chan dé moi
phai. Co6 sap chét va burc anh ay s€ lan truyén khap thé gidi.”
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“Chung t61 c6 mot cai dia DVD trang,” c6 ta néi. “May quay da nap
dién, san sang cho vai dién cua 6ng.”

“C06 ndi nhiéu qua, Lila.”
Co ta khong tra loi.

T6i gap dién thoai va quay tré lai qua bong toi dang sup xudng dé veé
khach san. Téi 1én thang may, mé cira phong, ngdi xudng giudng chd doi.
To6i doi mot lac 1au. Gan bdn tiéng. To6i nghi t6i dang doi Springfield.
Nhung cudi cting Theresa Lee méi 1a ngudi xuat hién.

Co6 g0 cura phong t61 khi con tam phut nita 1a diing nira dém. To1 thuc
hién dong tac vdi xich cira va tim guong thém lan nita 16i cho c6 vao. Nir
tham tr an mic theo kiéu t6i dd gip lan dau tién. Quan, 40 so mi ngan tay
bang lua. Khong dong thung. Mau xam sim, khong phai xam vira phai. it
anh bac hon. Nghi€ém trang hon.

CO6 mang mot chiéc tai thé duc mau den. Tai nylon dung dan. Dua
vao kiéu no triu xudng & tay Lee, toi doan chiéc tai chira nhitng do ning.
Dua vao kiéu nhirng vat nang dich chuyén va va lanh canh vao nhau, t61
doan ching 1am bang kim loai. Lee bo ti xudng san gan nha tam rdi hoi,
“Ong 6n ch?”

“C0 thi sao?”

Co gat dau. “Nhu chua tung c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Tat ¢4 chung t61 déu
tr¢ lai cong viée cii.”

“Trong thi c6 gi thé?”

“T6i khong biét. Mot ngudi dan ong t6i chua bao gior biét mit chuyén
né téi don.”
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“Springfield a?”

“Khong, Ong ta xung tén la Browning. Ong ta dua cho toi chiéc tii va
bao rang vi loi ich ngdn ngtra to1 pham, t61 nén bdo dam sao cho 6ng khong
bao gio cham tay vao no.”

“Nhung du sao ¢6 van mang no6 t6i?”
“Ca nhan t61 bao vé n6. An toan hon la dé n6 btwra ra do.”
CCOK 29

“Ong s& phai khong ché t6i. Va tin cong si quan canh sat 1a vi pham
phap luat.”

“Dung.”

C6 ngdi xudng giwong. Cach t6i mot mét. Co khi sat hon.
C6 n6i, “Chiing t6i da dot kich vao ba toa nha cii & phd 58.”
“Springfield di néi véi cac ¢d vé chung a?”

“Ong ta bao Ong ta tén 1a Browning. Luc lugng chéng khung bd cua
chung t61 da vao do cach day hai gio. Me con nha Hoth khong & do.”

“Toi biét.”

“Chung ting & do, nhung gio¢ thi khong con nira.”

“Toi biét.”

“Lam thé nao ong biét?”

“Chting di bo Leonid va ban cua han. Vi vay ching di di chuyén t6i

noi nao d6 ma Leonid va ban cia hdan khong biét. Am muu chong chat am

2

muu.
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“Tat sao chung lai t6 giac Leonid va ban han?”

“Pé khich 1¢ tinh than muoi ba tén khac. Va dé nap nang luong cho
cd may. Chiing ta danh chung mot chut, canh truyén thong Arap sé goi do 1a
tra tin, ching s& co thém chuc tén moi gia nhip. Con sb ting 13 tam. Ma
Leonid va ban ctia hin du sao ciing chang phai mat mat 16n. Hai tén ay vo
dung.”

“Li€u muoi ba tén khac gioi hon khong?”
“Dinh luat trung binh tra 161 1a ¢6.”
“Mudi ba 14 con s6 dién ro.”

“Mudi 1am, ké ca me con nha Hoth.”
“Ong khong nén lam viéc 4y.”

“Nhat 1a khi khong c6 vii khi.”

Theresa Lee liéc chiéc tii. R6i ¢6 nhin lai t61. “Ong c6 thé tim ra
chung khong?”

“Chting 1am gi dé c6 tién?”

“Chting ta khong thé 1an ra ching bang cach d6. Ching di nging st
dung thé tin dung va ATM tur cach diy sau ngay.”

“Po 1a diéu co the hiéu.”

“Va lam chung tré nén kho tim.”

To1 hoi, “Jacob Mark ¢ Jersey an toan cha?”
“Ong nghi rang 6ng ay khong nén dinh vao a?”

“Khong.”
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“Con t61 thi nén sao?”
“Co dang dinh vao rdi,” t6i noi. “Co d3 mang cho toi chiéc thi.”
“To1 dang bao vé nd.”
“Luc luong chéng khing bd ctia cac ¢6 con dang 1am gi khac?”

“Luyc soat,” Lee dap. “Cung voi FBI va B6 Qubc phong. Bay gio trén
phé c6 sau tram nguoi.”

“Ho tim kiém gi?”

“Bat ky dja diém nao dugc mua hay thué trong vong ba thang qua.
Thanh phé dang hop tac. Cong thém viéc ho dang diéu tra bang theo ddi
khach cua cac khach san, cac hop déng thué can hd va hoat dong cua cac
nha kho, trong cd ndm quan.”

C‘OK.”

“Thong tin nguoi ta dang don dai 13 vu nay lién quan ti mot tép tin
ctia Lau Nam Goc chira trong chiéc USB.”

“Gan dGng roi day.”

“Ong biét n6 nim & dau chu?”

“Kha gan.”

“No6 ¢ dau?”

“Chéng noi nao gitra dai 10 Chin, dai 10 Park, phé 30 va phé 45>
“Téi cho 1 t6i dang duoc cho biét.”

“Co s€ suy luan ra.”
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“Ong thyc su biét chtr? Docherty cho 1a ong khong biét. Anh 4y cho
1a ong dang cd gang gio tro dé thoat khoi rac réi.”

“Rd rang Docherty 1a mot ké rat hoai nghi.”

“Hoai nghi hay ding?”

“Toi biét n6 dang & dau.”

“Thé thi di lay di. Hay dé me con Hoth cho nguoi khac.”

To6i khong tra 10i cAu nay. Thay vao d6 toi noi, “Co c6 danh nhiéu
thoi gian cho phong tap thé duc khong?”

“Khoéng nhiéu lim,” Lee dap. “Sao thé?”

“T6i dang ban khoan khong hiéu khdng ché c6 khé dén muc nio.”
“Khoéng khé 1dm,” co dap.

To1 khong noi gi.

C6 hoi, “Ong du dinh 1én duong khi nao?”

“Hai tiéng nita,” t6i dap. “Va thém hai gio dé tim kiém ching, roi tan
cong vao lac 4 gid sang. Thoi diém toi ua thich. Mot diéu chung ta hoc
duoc tir canh X6 viét. Ho di cho bac si nghién clru vé diéu do. Nguoi ta it
tinh tao vao lac 4 gid sang. Do 1a sy that cua toan nhan loai.”

“Ong bia ra thoi.”

“Khong phai dau.”

“Ong s& khong tim ra chiing trong vong hai gid.”
“To1 nghi la ¢6.”

“Tép dang bi mét lién quan toi Sansom, phai khong?”
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“Mot phan.”

“Ong ta biét rang 6ng c6 no chir?”

“T6i khong c6 no. Nhung t6i biét nd o dau.”
“Ong ta biét diéu d6 ch?”

Toi gat dau.

Lee noi1, “Vay la ong da mac ca voi ong ta. Cho to61, Docherty va
Jacob Mark khéi rac 161, ro61 ong s€ dan ong ta t61 cho no.”

“Trudc tién va quan trong nhat, mac ca la nham dua ban than t61 ra
khoi rac r61.”

“Khong co6 hiéu qua voéi dng. Ong van dang nam trong danh sach truy
bat ciia co quan diéu tra lién bang.”

“Xét t6i lién quan dén NYPD thi n6 c6 hiéu qua véi t6i.”

“Va no hiéu qua cho tat ca nhitng nguoi con lai trong ching ta. Cam
on ong vé di€u do.”

“Khong c6 gi dau.”
Lee hoi, “Nha Hoth dang tinh cach thoat khoi My bang cach nao?”

“T6i khong nghi chung dang tinh thé. Toi nghi Iya chon d6 da bién
mat cach day vai ngdy. T6i nghi chung da tréng cho moi viée dién ra thuan
loi, nhung hoa ra khong thé. Gid thi chiing phai hoan thanh cong viéc, lam
hodc chét.”

“Nhu mot nhiém vu cam tir a?”

“Do 1a viéc ching gi61 lam.”
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“La viéc khién tinh hinh véi 6ng tdi té hon.”
“Néu chung thich tu sat, toi rat vui long giap dd.”

Lee nhiic nhich trén givong, dudi 4o lya mac phia dudi nguoi co va
cang ra phia trén hinh thu mot khau sing & hong. Toi doan 1a mot khau
Glock 17, trong bao sting méng.

T6i hoi Lee, “Ai biét ¢ dang & day?”
“Docherty,” c6 dap.

“Anh ta nghi khi ndo c6 s& vé?”

“Ngay mai,” Lee dap.

T6i chang néi gi.

Lee hoi, “Bay gio 6ng mudn lam gi?”

“Mubn tra 16i thanh thyc ha?”

“Lam on di.”

“T61 mudn coi khuy 4o cta ¢d.”

“Ong noi diéu d6 voi nhiéu si quan canh sat ha?”

“Truéc day thuong thé. ST quan canh sat 13 tit ca nhitng ngudi toi
biét.”

“Hiém nguy khién O0ng no61 hing sao?”
“Phu nir khién t61 n61 himg.”
“Tat ca phy nir a?”

“Khoéng,” t6i noi. “Khong phai tat ca phu nit.”
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Lee im lang mot lac kha lau rdi néi, “Khong phai y hay.”
T61 noi, “OK.”

“Ong coi d6 1a cau tra 10i khong day ha?”

“T6i khong phai coi thé hay sa0?”

Lee im ldng mot luc kha 1au nira roi noi, “Toi da doi v.”
“V& chuyén gi?”

“Vé chuyén d6 khong phai y hay.”

“Tuyét voi.”

“Nhung t6i di ting tham gia do6i phong chong t6i pham dao dirc trong
mot nam. Pat bay bat tai tran. Chung t6i can bang ching rang gi no co
mong doi kha cao vé cai han nghi minh s& dugc. Thé nén trudc tién ching
t61 budc hin coi 4o ra. Nhu 14 bang ching vé ¥ dinh.”

“Tbi c¢6 thé lam viéc ay,” ti noi.
“To1 nghi 6ng nén lam.”

“Co s& bat toi chu?”

“Khong.”

T6i coi chiéc 40 phong méi khoi ddu. Ném vé mot bén phong. N6 roi
Xuéng ban. Lee mat mot lac chim cham nhin vét seo cua toi, ding nhu
Susan Mark d nhin khi trén tau. Nhitng duong chi noi khing khiép tir vét
thuong do vu danh bom xe vao doanh trai & Beirut. To61 dé cho ¢6 nhin mot
phut roi noi, “Dén luot cd. Vi chiée so mi.”

Co6 no1, “Ta1 1a kiéu phu nir truyén thong.”

“Thé nghia 12 sao?”
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“Ong s€ phai hon toi trude.”

“Téi c6 thé 1am viéc dy,” t6i ndi. Va toi 1am. Tir tir, nhe nhang, ban
dau hoi ngap nging, theo kiéu tham do, va theo kiéu cho toi thoi gian
thuong thirc cai miéng méi, vi méi, ham ring méi, cai ludi mdi. Tat ca déu
tuyét. R6i chung t61 di qua giai doan khéi dong va thuc hién viéc éy manh
m& hon. Mot phut sau chung t6i hoan toan mat kiém soat.

Sau d6 Lee tam rura, ro61 dén t6i. CO mac quan ao, roi td1 téi. Co hon
to1 thém mot lan, va bao t61 hdy goi néu can ¢, chiic t61 may man ro1 budc
ra khoéi ctra. Co6 dé lai chiéc ti den trén san gan phong tam.
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TOI NHAC CHIEC TUI LEN GIUONG. KHOANG GAN BON KY,
t6i doan vay. N6 cham xubng 16p ga day 1am phat ra am thanh kim loai that
dé chiu. Tbi kéo khoa, tach hai mép thi cho rong ra nhu cai miéng roi nhin
vao bén trong.

Thir dau tién toi trong thay 12 mot bia kep ho so.

No co6 kich thudc béng loai dung ho so luat, c6 mau ka ki, l[am béng
gidy day hodc bia mong, tily theo quan diém nguoi nhin. Trong d6 c¢6 hai
muoi mbt trang in. Thong tin nhap canh, cta hai muoi mot ngudi riéng biét.
Hai phy nlt, muoi chin nam gigi. Cong dan Turkmenistan. Ching da tu
Tajikistan nhap canh vao My cach day ba thang. Cac hanh trinh c6 lién
quan t6i nhau. C6 nhirng tAm anh k¥ thuat s6 va van tay k¥ thuat sb, giri tir
cac ban lam thua tuc nhap canh & san bay JFK. Céc btrc anh hoi bi méo mo
mot chut do hiéu tng mét ca. Ching déu 1a anh mau. To6i dé dang nhan ra
Lila va Svetlana. Cung Leonid va tay ban han. Toi khong biét muoi bay ga
kia. Bon trong s6 d6 c¢6 ddu da xuét canh. Chung 13 bon tén da roi khoi My.
T6i ném nhiing trang thong tin ctia bén tén nay vao thung rac va rai lén
giwdng cac trang vé mudi ba tén t6i chua biét dé xem rd hon.

Ca muoi ba guong mit déu tréng budn chan mét moi. Cac chuyén bay
& nude chung ra di, moc ndi, mot chuyén bay dai bang ngang dai duong,
léch mui gio, khoang thoi gian chd doi dai & khu lam thu tuc XuAt nhap
canh cta san bay JFK. Mat sung sia ngdé may anh, mat giit thang, hai mat
ngudc 1én phia ong kinh. Piéu d6 cho toi biét rang ca mudi ba tén déu
tuong d6i thap. T6i xac minh diéu ndy bang trang thong tin vé Leonid. Anh
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mat ciia han ciing chan chudng mét moi hét nhu nhiing tén khac, song &
tam ngang. Han 1a tén cao nhét trong dam d6. T6i xem trang cua Svetlana.
Ba ta 13 nguoi lun nhat. Nhing ké khac déu cao lung ching gitta hai ngudi
nay, 1a nhitng g dan ong Trung Pong nho, déo dai, tir xwong cdt dén co
bap va gan déu quat queo do khi hau, ché d6 an udng va vin hoa cia noi do.
T6i nhin chung that k¥, tir tén mot dén tén muoi ba, nhin t6i nhin lui, cho
t6i khi du toi ghi nhé 16 nhitng hinh anh ctia ching.

R61 t01 trd lai véi chiée tai.

ft nhat 1a t61 hy vong c6 mot khau sung tot. Nhiéu nhat 1a toi hy vong
c6 mot khau tiéu lién. Muc dich cta t6i khi néi voi Springfield vé chiéc 4o
khoac ling thung 13 cho anh ta hiéu rang tdi s& c6 chd mang thtr gi d6 dudi
16p 4o, treo cao bén trén nguc to1 bﬁng mot cai dai rat ngén, va duoc che
kin bo1 16p soi vai thira dugce kéo khoa phia ngoai. Téi da hy vong anh ta sé
hiéu duoc v y.

Springfield da hiéu. Anh ta da nhan dugc thong diép. Anh ta da hiéu
hét mot cach tinh té.

Tét hon mirc t6i thiéu.
Tham chi t6t hon kha ning tSt nhét.

Anh ta dd mang cho t6i mot khau tiéu lién giam thanh. Mot khau
Heckler & Koch MP5SD. Phién ban giam thanh ctia dong MP5 co ban.
Khong than khong bang. Chi ¢6 mdt tay nam, mot vong cd, mot chd chua
bang dan cong gdm ba muoi vién, rdi téi nong dai mudi 1am phéan bi 1am
cho bet han ra bdi mot 16p vo giam thanh hai 16p. Pan ¢& chin ly, nhanh,
chinh xéc, yén ling. Mot mén vii khi tot. N6 c6 quai deo bang nylon den.
Quai deo di dugc thit vao va cat cho ti muc t6i thiéu ma van dam bao su
dung tién loi. Ctr nhu Springfield dang noi: T6i hiéu réi, éng ban.

T6i dat khau sung 1én givong.
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Anh ta ciing d3 cung cdp dan. Chung nam ngay trong tai. Mot hop
dan cong duy nhit. Ba muoi vién. Ngin, to, vo dan dong sang loang lap
lanh dudi anh dén, cic dau dan chi duoc danh gén nhu sang ruc. Pan
Parabellum ¢& chin ly. Theo cdu phuong chim bang tiéng La tinh Si vis
pacem para bellum. Néu anh wéc c6 hoa binh, hdy chudn bi chién tranh.
Mot cau nodi khon ngoan. Nhung ba muoi vién dan khong phai nhiéu.
Khong phai dé chong lai muoi 1am ngudi. Nhung thanh phé New York
khong dé dang. Khong dé véi toi, khong dé voi Springfield.

To1 xép hop dan bén canh khau sung.

Kiéu tra chiéc tui thém mét 1an, d& phong con dan nira.
Khong c.

Nhung c6 mot moén kiéu nhu thudng thém vao.

Mot con dao.

Mot con dao kiéu Benchmade 3300. Loai can bAm mau den. Co ché
tu mé. Bi cAm st dung & tt ca nadm muoi bang, trir phi ta 1a nguoi ctua co
quan thuc thi phap luit hodc quan nhan tai ngli, ma t6i lai khéng phai thé.
T6i ding ngoén tay bam nit, ludi dao bat ra nhanh va manh. Mot con dao
gam hai 1udi c6 dau nhon. Dai mudi phan. Toi chang phai ké cudng dao.
To1 khong thich riéng loai mon vii khi nao. T61 khong thuc su thich loai
nao. Nhung néu bao t6i dua vao mot thir dé chién dau, toi s& chon mot mén
gan v6i nhimg thir Springfield da cung cap. Loai ¢6 co ché tu dong, ludi hai
mat, miii nhon. Cho nguoi thuan bét ky tay nao, tdt cho viée dam, tot cho
viéc rach du ¢ tu thé méc vao hay vung ra.

T6i gap dao lai dé trén givong, canh khau H & K.

C6 hai moén dd cudi cung trong thi. Mot giang tay bang da, mau den,
co kich thudc va dang hgp véi ban tay trai to 16n ciia mdt nguoi dan ong.
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Mot cudn biang keo den. Toi dit ca 1én givong, thang hang voi khau sung,
bang dan va con dao.

Ba muoi phut sau toi dd an mic chinh té, trang bi day du va di vé phia
Nam trén chuyén tau tuyén R.

https://thuviensach.vn



72

TAU TUYEN R DUNG TOA CU HON véi vai ghé don ¢ hai dau
trudc sau quay mit vao nhau. Nhung t6i lai ngdi & bang ghé dai bén thanh
toa, hoan toan mot minh. Lic nay la hai gio sang. C6 ba hanh khach khac.
T6i ti hai khuyu tay 1én dau gbi, chim chim nhin vao hinh anh cta chinh
minh trén tm kinh d6i dién.

T6i dang diém cac gach dau dong.

An mic khong thich hop: duyét. Chiéc 40 gié duoc kéo khoa 1én t6i
tan cam t6i, trong qua néng va qua to so véi téi. Dudi 16p 4o, quai ciia khau
MP5 quan quanh co t6i va khau sung vat chéo nguoi toi, tay cam phia trén,
nong chiic xudéng, khong 16 chit nao.

Di nhu robot: khong 4p dung dugc ngay véi mot nghi pham ngdi trén
phuong tién giao thong cong cong.

Céc diém tir ba toi sau: sy kho chiu, d6 mo hoi, tat giat co, hanh vi lo
lang. Toi dang d6 mo héi, rd 1a thé, co 1& ra mod hoi con nhiéu hon so voi
nhiét d6 va chiéc 4o khoac giy ra. Toi ciing dang cam thay kho chiu, co 18
nhiéu hon mot chut so v6i thong thudng. Nhung t6i nhin k§ minh trong tim
kinh ma khong thiy biéu hién giat co ndo. Hai mat toi van giir yén con
guong mit binh than. T6i cling khong thay hanh vi lo ling.

Nhung hanh vi 14 biéu hién bén ngoai. Téi hoi lo lang bén trong. Piéu
nay chic qua roi.
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Piém tht bay: hoi thd. To6i khong thd gap. Nhung toi san sang chap
nhan rﬁng to1 dang thd manh hon mot chut va 6n dinh hon so véi thong
thuong. Hau hét thoi gian t6i khong hé ¥ thirc vé hoi thd chut nao. Cu la
tho, tu dong thoi. MGt phan xa vo diéu kién, nim siu trong nao bo. Nhung
bay gio to1 co thé cam nhéan duoc nhip di¢u hit qua miii va thd ra déng
miéng khong ngung. Vao, ra, vao, ra. Nhu cai may. Nhu mot nguoi dang sur
dung thiét bi, & dudi nudc. Toi khong thé 1am cham nhip lai. T6i khong
cam nhan duoc nhiéu 6xy trong khong khi. N6 di vao va di ra nhu khi tro.
Nhu khi hiém argon hay xenon. N6 chang tbt cho t6i chut nao.

Piém thr tam: nhin cham cham vé phia trude. Duyét, song toi tu bao
chita cho minh boi t6i ding n6 dé danh gia tat ca nhitng diém khac. Hoic
boi nod 1a biéu tuong cua su chu y thuan tuy. Hoac su tap trung. Thong
thuong toi nhin quanh cht khéng cham cham.

Piém tht chin: 1am rAm cau nguyén. Khong c6. Toi van ngdi yén va
im ling. Miéng t6i khép, khong map may chit nao. Thuc ra miéng t6i ngam
chit dén muc ring phia trong dau con co & goc ham 16i 1én nhu quéa bong
danh gon.

Piém thir mudi: mot cai tai to. Khong co.
Piém thir mudi mot: hai tay dé trong tai. Khong thay.

Diém thir muo1 hai: rau méi cao. Khong xay ra. Vai ngay roi1 toi chua
cao rau.

Vay la sdu trén muot hai. To6i1 co6 thé 1a ké danh bom tu sat hodc c6 thé
la khong.

Va toi co theé 1a ke tu sat hodc co thé 1a khong. T61 dam dam nhin vao
hinh 4nh cta minh trén tam kinh ma hoi tudng lai nhiing hinh anh dau tién

to1 thay vé Susan Mark: mot phu nir dang huong dén doan cudi cua cudc

doi, ciing chac chan va quyét tam nhw con tau dang huwong dén cuoi tuyen.
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T6i nhac hai khuyu tay khoi dau gdi va ngdi thang lai. Toi nhin nhiing
hanh khach cung toa. Hai dan ong, mot phu nit. Bat ky ai trong ho ciing
chang co gi dic biét. Con tau lao vé hudng Nam, cing tit ca nhimg am
thanh n6 c6. Ludng khong khi ran rét, tiéng va dap cta cac khép ndi bu
dudi banh xe sit, tiéng co giita bd gom dong véi duong ray, tiéng rén xiét
ctia dong co, tiéng rit 1én khi cac toa xe trong tranh timg toa ting toa mot
nbi dudi nhau qua cac khuc cua dai. Toi nhin lai hinh anh cta minh trén 6
cira s6 t6i ddi dién va mim cudi.

T6i chéng lai chung.
Khong phai 1an dau tién.
Va ciing khong phai 1an cudi cung.

T6i xudng tau & phd 34 va & trong ga. Chi ngdi trong cai nong trén
bang ghé gd ma duot lai tit ca moi gia thiét mot 1an nira. Toi nhd lai bai hoc
lich str cua Lila Hoth vé thoi Dé ché Anh: khi tinh todn mét cudc tan cong,
diéu trudc tién ta phai dir kién la cudc thodi lui khéng thé tranh. Liéu dam
chi huy ctia ¢6 ta & qué nha c6 1am theo 15i khuyén thong thai ay? Téi cé 1a
khong. Vi hai 1y do. Tht nhét, su cudng tin. Cac to chirc hoat dong vi y
thire hé khong thé can nhic 1y 1&8. Bat dau tu duy hop 1y 13 moi th tan v
ngay. Va céc to chic hoat dong vi y thitrc hé thich day cac chién binh chan
dat cua chiing vao nhimg chién dich khong c6 duong ra. Dé thic day su
kién cudng. Chinh vi thé ma cac dai thudc nd dugc khau lai véi nhau & phia
sau, chir khong phai dung khoa kéo hay ctic bam.

Va tht hai, mét ké hoach thoai lui mang theo mam méng cua su tu
huay diét. Khong thé tranh khoi. Noi an nau tha ba, thi tu hay thr nim duoc
mua hay thué cach day ba thang s& xuét hién trong ho so theo ddi ciia thanh
phé. Nhitng 1an dit chd khach san chi dé dé phong ciing s& xuat hién trong
ay. Nhiing luot dat chd trong cing mot ngay cling thé. Sau trim nhan vién
diéu tra lién bang dang can quét dudng phd. Toi cho 13 ho s& chang tim
duogc gi, boi nhiing tay vach ké hoach séng & ving doi ndi xa xoi kia da du
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doan trudc dong thai cua ho. Chung sé biét rang ngay khi mui bi phat hién
ra thi moi ddu vét déu s& bi dao xdi téi cung. Ching biét rang vé 1y thuyét
diém dén an toan duy nhat 1a diém dén khong nam trong ké hoach.

Thé nén me con nha Hoth gid ndy dang lang thang ngoai dudng.
Cung voi toan bd doi cta chung. Hai nit, mudi ba nam. Chung d bo noi an
nau trén phd 58 va dang chién ddu, dang ung phod véi tinh hinh, dang bod
dudi tam ra da.

D6 chinh x4c 13 noi t6i di séng. Chiing dang trong thé gidi cua toi.
M6t mat mot con.

T6i tir dudi mat dat di 1én quang trudng Herald, 1a noi dai 16 Sau,
Broadway va phd 34 gip nhau.

Ban ngay no1 day 1on x0n nhu vuon thu. Cira hiéu bach hoa Macy ¢
day. Ban dém noi nay khong vang vé, nhung yén tinh. Toi theo dai 16 Sau di
vé phia Nam rdi theo phd 33 vé phia Tay va budc doc nhitng dudng lat
gach cii dd bac mau noi t0i d3 tra tién dé co6 dugc mot dém duy nhét trong
tuan khong bi quay réi. Khau MP5 ning, ctng ti vao nguc toi. Nha Hoth chi
c6 hai lya chon, ngd ngoai phd hodc tra tién mua chudc mot nhan vién
khuan véc hanh 1y tryc dém. Manhattan c6 vai trim khach san, song c6 thé
dé dang phan loai chung thanh nhiéu nhom. Hau hét 1a khach san hang
trung trd 1én, nhitng noi ndy doéng nhan vién va cai trd ma kia khong thé
phat huy dugc. Hau hét cac khach san ré tién co6 quy mo nho. Ma ddam nha
Hoth ¢6 t6i muoi 1am ngudi can nghi. it nhat nim phong. Pé tim nim
phong trong ma khong giy chu y, phai tim mot noi 16n. Co nhéan vién boc
hanh 1y bién chat tryc dém mot minh. Toi biét kha 16 vé New York. Toi ¢6
thé thau hiéu thanh phd, dic biét tir cac goc do ma hau hét ngudi binh
thuong khong xét téi. Va toi co thé biét s6 cac khach san cii rong 16n ¢
Manhattan c6 nhan vién boc hanh 1y bién chat lam dém mdt minh chi dém
duogc trén dau ngon tay. Mot khach san nam mai tan phia Tay trén phd 23.
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Xa diém hanh dong, 14 loi thé nhung ciing 1a mot bat loi. Nhin chung 1a bat
lgi nhiéu hon.

Luya chon thr hai, t6i cho 1a the.
T6i dang dtng ngay canh lua chon khac duy nhat.

Pong ho trong dau toi da nhay sang hon hai rudi sang. Toi dung trong
goc khuat, doi. Toi khong mudn sém hay muodn. Téi mudn xac dinh thoi
diém chinh x4c. Toi c6 thé thdy bén trai 1an phai xe cd chay vé man trén
theo dai 16 Sau va vé man dudi theo dai 10 Bay. Taxi, xe tai, mot s6 1a xe
dan sy, mét s 1a xe canh sat, mot s 1a xe sedan t6i mau. Ban than con phé
ngang thi lai yén tinh.

Pén 3 gio kém 15 t6i day lung khoi buc tudng, quanh qua goc phd va
té1 ctra khach san.
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CUNG TAY BOC HANH LY AY DANG TRUC. Mot minh. Anh ta
dang ngdi uon trén ghé sau quay ma 1o do nhin vao khoang khong. Noi
sanh c6 may tAm guong cii md duc. Chiée 4o khoac cua toi phong 1én phia
trude. TOi thidy nhu minh c6 thé nhin 18 hinh thu tay nim khau MP5, duong
cong clia bing dan va dau nong. Nhung t6i biét minh dang nhin gi. T6i cho
1a tay boc hanh 1y thi khéng.

T6i budce tdi chd anh ta ma hoi, “Nhé toi chi?”

Anh ta khong tra 161 ¢6. Chang bao 13 khong. Chi lam diéu bo nhin
vai c6 thé hiéu kiéu gi ciing duoc, ma t6i cho 14 10i moi dam phan dé ngo.

“To61 khong can phong,” t61 noi.
“Thé 6ng can gi?”

To1 léy ra khéi tGi nim to hai muoi d6. Mot traim d6. Gan nhu toan bod
sO tién toi con lai. Toi phdy phiy may td gidy bac dé anh ta co thé thiy ca
niam con s6 gébm hai chit s6 roi dit 1én quay.

To1 nod1, “TO61 can biét cac sO phong anh da cho nguoi ta vao tra lic
khoang ntra dém.”

“Nguoi nao?”
“Hai phu nit, muoi ba dan 6ng.”

“Luc khoang nira dém chang c6 a1 dén.”
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“Mo6t trong hai nguoi phy nit 13 mot con nhé ngon lanh. Tré. Mat
xanh sang. Khong dé quén.”

“Chang ai dén hét.”

“Anh chic chan chir?”

“Chang ai dén hét.”

T6i ddy ndm to gidy bac vé phia anh ta. “Anh hoan toan chic chi?”
Anh ta day tra may to gidy bac ngay lai.

Tay bdc hanh 1y néi, “Téi thich 14y tién cua 6ng, tin t6i di. Nhung t6i
nay khong c6 ai téi cd.”

T6i khong di tau dién ngam. Thay vao d6 toi di bo. Mot ruai ro ¢é tinh
toan. Di bo thi t6i ddm ra d& 10 mit hon truéc dam nhan vién diéu tra lién
bang vo tinh c6 mit quanh d6, nhung t6i mudn chiéc dién thoai di dong cia
minh hoat dong. T6i da két luan rang dién thoai di dong khong hoat dong
trén tau dién ngdm. To6i chua ting thay ai dung di dong dudi d6 bao gio.
Chéc khong phai do lich sy duyén dang. Chéac do khong c6 tin hiéu. Thé
nén toi cude bo. Toi theo phd 32 dé dén Broadway, roi theo Broadway di vé
phia Nam, qua céc dai 1y ban hanh 1y, cic cira hang ban do nit trang ré tién,
ctra hang ban si nudc hoa rom, tat ca di dong kin va kéo cira sap khi dém
Xuéng. O khu nay tat ca déu tdi tam 16n xon. Mot khu dan cu nhod. Cha khac
nao to1 dang c6 mat & Lagos hodc Sai Gon.

T6i dimg lai mot chut & goc phd 28 cho mdt chiée taxi ludt qua.
Dién thoai trong tai to1 bt dau rung.
T6i Iui lai phd 28, ngdi xudng mot méi hién khuat bong va mo nap

dién thoai.
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Lila Hoth néi, “Thé nao?”

To1 no1, “T61 khong tim dugce ¢6.”

“Toi biét chir.”

“Thé nén tdi s& thoa thuin.”

“Ong s& thoa thuan ha?”

“Cbd ¢6 bao nhiéu tién mat?”

“Ong mubn bao nhiéu?”

“Toan bd.”

“Ong ¢6 chiéc USB chr?”

“Tbi c6 thé néi cho cd biét chinh xac né dang & dau.”
“Nhung thuc té 1a 6ng khong gitt n6 a?”

“Khong.”

“Vay thur 6ng da cho chiing t61 xem khi ¢ khach san 1a gi?”
“La d6 nhir.”

“Nam muoi ngan do.”

“M0ot tram ngan.”

“To1 khong c6 mot tram ngan.”

To1 noi, “Céc c¢6 khong thé 1€n xe buyt, 1€n tau hay may bay. Cac c6
khong thé ra di. Cac co roi vao bay roi, Lila. Co s& chét & ddy. Co ching
muon chét ma van thanh cong hay sao? C6 ching muon minh cé thé giri cai
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thu dién tor ma hdéa d6 v€ nha sao? Nhiém vu hoan thanh, c6 khong mudn
a?”’

“Bay muoi lam ngan.”

“M0ot tram ngan.”

“Puogc 101, nhung dém nay chi mét nura.”

“To1 khong tin ¢0.”

“Ong s& phai tin.”

To1 nod1, “Bay muoi [dm ngan, toan by trong dém nay.”
“Sau muoi.”

“Déng y.”

“Ong dang & dau?”

“Man trén thanh phd,” toi n6i déi. “Nhung t6i dang di chuyén. T6i sé
gip cd & quang truong Union trong bon muoi phut nita.”

“P¢ 1a chd nao?”

“Broadway, giita ph6 14 va phd 17.”
“An toan khong vay?”

“Pu an toan.”

“To1 s€ 0 do,” ¢co ta nol.

“Chi ¢6 thoi day,” toi noi. “Mot minh.”

Lila bé may.
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T6i di qua hai ddy nha t6i goc phia Bac ciia cong vién quang trudng
Madison va ngdi xuéng mot ghé biang, cach chimg mot mét 13 mot phu nit
v gia cu co chiéc xe ddy mua hang chat do cao ngat ngudng nhu xe tai cho
dat. Toi 1an tai 1y tAm danh thiép NYPD cua Theresa Lee. T6i doc no dudi
anh dén duong 10 mo. Toi bAm sb di dong cua ¢6. Sau nam hodi chudng, Lee
bat may.

“Reacher ddy,” t6i noi. “Em di bao anh 13 hiy goi néu anh can em.”
“Em c6 thé lam duoc gi cho anh?”

“Anh van khong bi rac réi véi NYPD chi?”

“Tuyét d6i khong.”

“Vay thi hay théng bao cho lyc lugng chong khung bd cta bon em
rang trong bén muoi phut nita anh s& c6 mit & quang truong Union, anh s&
bi it nhat 12 hai va c6 18 toi da 13 sau tén trong doi cta Lila tiép can. N6i véi
ngudi clia em rang bat ching 12 quyén cua ho. Nhung hiy bao ho dé cho
anh yén.”

“MO ta cu the?”

“Em da nhin vao cai thi, phai khong? Trudc khi em chuyén ay?”
“Tét nhién roi.”

“Thé thi em da thay anh cta chung.”

“Chd nao & quang trudng?”

“Anh s& chon goc Tay Bac.”

“Vay 14 anh d3 tim thay c6 ta 42"

“Ngay noi dau tién anh tim. C6 ta & trong mot khach san. C6 ta da tra
tién cho tay boc hanh 1y lam dém. Va lam anh ta so chét khiép. Anh ta phu
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nhan moi diéu va da dung dién thoai & quay 18 tan goi 1én phong c6 ta ngay
sau khi anh ra khoi sanh.”

“Lam thé nao anh biét?”

“Bd1 chua td1 mot phut sau do ¢6 ta goi cho anh. Anh ciing thich su
trung hop nhu bat ky ai khac, nhung canh thoi gian nhu thé thi gidi dén
murc khong thé c6 that duge.”

“Tai sao anh lai gap nguoi trong doi cua co ta?”

“Anh da thoa thuan véi c6 ta. Anh bao c6 ta t61 mot minh. Nhung c6
ta s€ Itra anh, thay vao do s€ diéu dén vai ga cua co ta. Néu nguoi cia em
tom ching thi s€ c6 ich cho anh. Anh khong mudn ban toan bo bon chiing.”

“Co luong tam kia a?”

“Khong, anh chi c6 ba muoi vién dan. Nhu thé khong thuc sy du.
Anh mudn phan chia dan.”

Sau chin diy nha, t6i di vao quang trudng Union. Toi vong quanh hét
mot luot va di theo ca hai duong chéo. Chang thay gi khién toi lo ngai. Chi
vai hinh thu dang ngu trén ghé bang. Mot trong nhitng khach san gia khong
d6 la cua thanh phd New York. Toi ngdi xudng gan tuong Gandhi doi lii
chudt mo ra.
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DA HET HAI MUOI PHUT trong bén muoi phut doi, toi trong thay
d6i chong khing b6 ctia NYPD biat dau tap hop. Hanh dong tot. Ho dén
bang nhing chiéc sedan tdi tan va nhing chiéc xe tai nho tich thu duoc day
vét mop va xay xat. Toi thdy mot chiée taxi hét ca ddu bén ngoai mét quan
ca phé trén phd 16. T6i thdy hai ngudi dan 6ng tir bang ghé sau budc ra va
bing ngang phd. Pém duogc tat thay muoi sdu ngudi, va toi sin sang chip
nhan rang minh d&ém thiéu bén hoic nim ngudi. Gia khong biét trude, chic
to1 da ngo réng c6 mot budi hoc vo thuat mudn kéo dai & trung tam thé duc
vira két thuc. Tat ca nhitng ngudi nay déu tré, gon gang, co bap, di chuyén
nhu van dong vién dugc dao tao bai ban. TAt ca déu cam tai xach tap thé
duc. TAt ca déu dn mic khong phu hop. Ho mang 4o khoac khéi dong danh
cho van dong vién ctia d6i Yankee hodic 40 gi6 sim mau giéng to1, hoac ao
parka bong mong ¢t nhu da 1a thang 11 vay. Toi doan 1a dé che 4o giap
chéng dan Kevlar, c6 18 1a che ca phu hiéu gian vao day deo quanh c.

Chang ai trong s6 ho nhin thang vao toi song tdi ¢ thé néi rang ho da
phat hién va nhan dang duogc to61. Ho hinh thanh nhoém hai ba ngudi hoac
mot ngudi, tat ca déu bao quanh toi, roi lui lai trong bong toi va bién mat.
Ho ctr thé tan vao khung canh xung quanh. Mot sd ngdi trén ghé bang, mot
sO nam & cac 6 clra gan day, mot sb di chuyén toi nhitng noi toi khong trong
thay.

Hanh dong tét.

Hét ba muoi trong sé bon muoi phit doi, téi cam thay rat lac quan.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nam phut sau, toi khong nhu thé.
Boi cac nhan vién diéu tra lién bang xuat hién.

Thém hai chiéc xe hoi ding lai, ngay 6 phia tdy quang truong Union.
Nhitng chiéc Crown Vic duoc danh dau sang bong. Tam ngudi dan ong
buéc ra. Toi cam nhan duoc rang cac tay bén NYPD x6n xao. Cam nhan
dugc ho cham cham nhin qua bong tdi, cam nhan duogc ho dang liéc nhau,
cam nhan duoc ho dang hoi: Lam sao ma mdy thang dy lai dén ddy chir?

T6i co quan hé t6t véi canh NYPD. Véi FBI va Bo Qudc phong thi
khong duoc thé.
T6i liéc Gandhi. Ong ta chang noi véi t6i diéu gi.

To1i lai rat dién thoai ra bam phim xanh cho hién s6 cua Theresa Lee.
SO may cua c6 la sO gan nhat t61 goi. T61 bam phim xanh lan nita dé goi.
Lee bat may ngay.

To1 noi, “Canh nhan vién di€u tra lién bang dang ¢ day. Lam sao lai
xay ra nhu the?”

“Khon nan,” c6 noi. “Hodc la bon ho dang theo doi si quan di€u hanh
cua bon em hodc mdt trong may ga cua bon em dang tim cong viéc ngon

29

hon.
“Dém nay ai dugc uu tién?”
“Ho. Ludn thé. Anh nén chu6n khoi do6 thoi.”

T6i gap dién thoai dat tré lai thi. Tam ga tir hai chiéc Crown Vic budc
vao bong t6i. Quang trudng tré nén yén tinh. O tim bién sang dén bén tay
trai toi c6 mot chit dén bi 16i. N6 bat tat ngau nhién theo nhitng khoang thoi
gian ngau nhién. T6i nghe tiéng 1ii chudt ¢ 16p boi phia sau.

To1 doi.
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Hai phut. Ba phut.

ROi khi da hét ba muoi chin trong sé bén muoi phut, t6i cam thay
phia xa bén phai tdi c6 cir dong clia con nguoi. Tiéng gidm chan, khong khi
x40 dong, nhitng khoang tréng trong bong toi. TOi quan sat va trong thiy
nhimg bong ngudi dang di chuyén qua nhiing bong khuat va anh sang 10
mo.

Bay nguoi.
Do 1a tin tot. Bay gid cang nhiéu thi sau cang it.

Va that ddng hanh dién lam sao. Lila dang mao hiém véi hon ntra luc
lugng cuia minh, boi ¢6 ta nghi toi 1a tay kho ha.

Ca bay ga dan 6ng déu nho con, gon gang, ddy canh giac. Tat ca déu
in mic gidng t6i, nhitng bd quan 4o sim mau du ling thung dé che vii khi.
Nhung ching s& khong ban t6i. Yéu cau cua Lila 13 phai duoc biét tin, no
chang khac nao 4o giap chong dan cho t6i. Chiing trong thay t6i va dung lai
cach ba muo1 mét.

To1 ngdi yén.

Vé 1y thuyét, day phai 1a phan dé dang. Ching tiép can toi, ngudi cia
NYPD tién vao, t6i bo di 1am cong viéc cua minh.

Nhung lai khong dé dang khi ¢dm nhan vién diéu tra lién bang c6 mat
tai hién trudng. Trong truong hop tot nhat, ho mudén tém toan bo 1 ching
t6i. Té nhat thi ho mudn tom toi hon tom nhiing ké khac. Toi biét chiée
USB dang ¢ dau. Nguoi cua Lila thi khong.

T6i ngdi yén.

Cach ba muoi mét, bay ga dan ong tach ra. Hai tén dung yén, chot ¢
nura gitta mé phai t61. Hai tén tan sang trai va di vong, hudng sang suon bén
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kia t6i. Ba tén budc tiép dé boc phia sau toi.

T6i ding day. Hai tén bén phai t6i bat dau tién vao. Hai tén bén trai
moi thuc hién dugc ntra cong viéc ap suon toi. Ba tén sau lung da khuit
tam mat. Toi dodn mAy tay ctia NYPD d3 sin sang. T6i cho 13 canh diéu tra
lién bang ciing dang di chuyén.

Mot tinh hudng dao dong.
To1 chay.

Thang vé phia trude, vé phia mai ga tau dién ngdm cach t6i sdu mét.
Xuébng cau thang. T6i nghe thay tiéng budc chan don dap dudi theo. Nhiing
tiéng vong On 4. Mot dam dong 16n. C6 18 gan toi bon chuc ngudi, tit ca
bung ra trong mot cudc san dudi dién ro.

T6i tién vao mot hanh lang 1at gach va tro lai ga dudi mat dat. Lan
nay khong c6 nhac cong vi cam, chi c6 mui khong khi hoi ham, rac rén va
mot ong gia day cay chdi cd dau chdi cha rong mot mét di xo hét ca. Toi
chay vut qua 6ng ta, ngung lai kin kit trén d6i gidy méi, d6i huéng ma quay
vé phia ga cho tau tuyén R chay 1én man trén thanh phd. T6i nhay qua cong
xoay soat vé, 1én san ga, chay cho dén tan cudi ga.

ROi ding lai.
Va xoay nguoi.

Phia sau lung, ba nhom riéng ré chay theo t61, nhdm nay sau nhom
kia. Pau tién 1a nhom bay tén cta Lila Hoth. Chung chay rat nhanh vé phia
t6i. Chung di thiy rang toi ching c6 noi nao dé tién. Ching dimg lai. Toi
thdy vé min nguyén ctia dam soi trén khuoén mat chung. Roi toi thay cai két
luan khong thé tranh cua ching: thé nay thi tét dén muc khong thé 1a that
dugc. Mot s6 v nghi ching ta c¢6 thé hiéu 1d du bang bat ky thir tiéng nao.
Dot nhién chung quay lai va tréng thdy doi chong khing bd cia NYPD ram
rap chay ngay sau lung.
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Va ngay sau phia nguoi cia NYPD 1a bon trong s6 tdm nhéan vién
diéu tra lién bang.

Chang c6 ai khac trén san ga. Chang c6 thuong dan ndo. Trén sin ga
ddi dién cho tau vé man dudi thanh phé la mot tay c6 doc trén ghé bang.
Tré. Co 1& dang xin. C6 thé con té hon. Anh ta dang cham cham nhin sang
vu nao loan bat ngo. Bay gio 1a 4 gio kém 20 sang. Nguoi dan 6ng trong
bbi roi. Nhu thé anh ta khong hiéu dugc gi miy tir nhitng gi minh dang
chung kién.

Trong nhu mot cudce chién gitta cac bang dang. Nhung diéu anh ta
dang thuc su thay 1 sy khéng ché nhanh chéng va hiéu qua cua dam ngudi
NYPD. Chang ai trong ho ngimng chay. Tat thay ho déu don t&i quat thao,
v6i vii khi va phu hiéu trung 18, va ho khai thac thé hinh to 16n cung loi thé
ba-choi-mot dé tic thi ap dao bay gi kia. Khong phan khang. Khong phan
khang chiit ndo. Ho dui ca bay gi xudng dat, ddy chung chii 1én phia trudc
va bap cong vao cb tay chung 16i di. Khong nging lai. Chang ¢ su tri hodn
nao. Khong c6 161 canh bao Miranda, chi co tdc d6 va su tan nhan & muc tbi
da. Chién thuat hoan hao. Chi vai gidy sau ho da bién mat. Nhimng tiéng
vong vang 1én rdi tit han. Ga trd nén yén tinh. Gi dan 6ng phia d6i dién van
cham cham nhin nhung d6t nhién anh ta nhan ra rang anh ta chang tréng
thiy gi ngoai mot sin ga yén ling, mot dau co toi ding tro mot minh, va
bbn nhéan vién diéu tra lién bang cach toi muoi mét. Chang c6 gi nam giita
chung t6i. Chang gi ca. Chi ¢6 anh dén sang chéi va khong gian tréng hoéc.

Trong ca mdt phut khong c6 gi xay ra. Roi phia bén kia nhiing dudng
ray, t6i trong thay bén nhan vién diéu tra lién bang khac xuat hién trén sin
ga cho tau chay vé man dudi thanh phd. Ho chiém linh vi tri d6i dién truc
tiép v4i t6i va dimg yén. Tat ca déu mim cudi, nhu thé ho vira di mot nudce
thong minh trong van cd. Ma ding thé. Van dung ngén bing ngang duong
ray chang c6 ich gi. Bon nhan vién diéu tra bén phia toi chan giita t6i va 16i
ra. Sau lung t6i 1a mot birc tudng trang tron va miéng ciia duong ham.
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Chiéu tudng.

T6i ding yén. Hit vao bau khong khi hoi ham dudi mat dat va liang
nghe tiéng ram ri ciia quat thong gid cung tiéng Uing uc cla nhing con tau
xa xa ¢ noi khac trong hé thong.

Tay nhan vién dung gan t61 nhat rat ra mot khau sing an sau ao
khoac.

Anh ta tién mot budc vé phia toi.

Anh ta no1, “Gio tay lén.”
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LICH HOAT PONG VE DEM. Cac chuyén tau cach nhau hai muoi
phut. Chac chung t6i dd & dudi nay bén phit. Vi vay theo tinh toan thong
thuong thi khoang thoi gian tréng t6i da trude khi co chuyén tau tiép theo 1a
mudi sau phat. THi thiéu thi khong ¢ thoi gian trong nao.

Nhung diéu t6i thiéu d6 khong xay ra. Puong him van tdi va yén
tinh.

“Gio tay 1én,” tay nhan vién diéu tra cdm dau hé 1an nita. Anh ta 13
nguoi da trang, chimg bon muoi tudi. Chic chin timg qua quin doi. Bo
Qudc phong, khong phai FBI. Kiéu twong tu nhu ba tay t6i da gap. Nhung
c6 18 gia hon mot chut. Co thé khon ngoan hon chat. Co thé giéi hon mot
chat. C6 thé day la doi hang A, khong phai do1 hang B.

“To6i ban day,” tay cam dau goi to. Nhung anh ta s& khong ban. Chi de
doa sudng thoi. Ho mudn ¢6 chiée thé nhé. Toi biét nd & dau. Ho thi khong.

Khoang thoi gian trong trung binh trudc khi co chuyén tau tiép theo 13
tam phut. Kha niang 1a nhiéu hodc it hon mutc d6. Tay cam khau sung tién
thém mot bude. Ba dong su cua anh ta theo sau. Phia bén kia dudng ray,
bbn ngudi con lai dimg yén. Cau thanh nién trén ghé bang dang quan sat, vé
lo dang.

Duong ham van t61 va yén lang.

Tay nhan vién di€u tra cam dau noéi, “Tat ca nhiing rac ro1 nay co thé
qua di trong mgt phut nira. Chi can cho chiung t61 biét n6 dang ¢ dau.”
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Toi1 no1, “Cai gi 6 dau?”
“Ong bict 1a gi 161.”
“Rac roi nao?”

“Chiing t61 dang mat dan kién nhin diy. Va 6ng dang boé qua mdt yéu
t6 quan trong.”

“La gi?”

“Cho du 6ng c6 niang khiéu tu duy nao di nita, chang ¢ gi bao dam
déy la nang khiéu doc nhit vo nhi ca. Thuc ra co 1& nd tuong dbi binh
thuong 13 khac. Nghia 1a néu 6ng luan ra, ching tdi ciing c6 thé luan ra.
Nghia 13 sy ton tai tiép tuc ctia dng trd nén thira ddi voi nhu cau ciia chiing

As Y

to1.
“Vay thi 1am di,” t6i n6i. “Suy luan ra di.”

Anh ta nang stng 1én cao hon, thang hon. D6 13 khau Glock 17. C6 18
khi nap du dan nd ning hon bén trim gam. Cho dén nay day la loai sung
ngan nhe nhat trén thi truong. Mot phan 1am bang nhua. Tay nay c6 hai
canh tay map, ngan. C6 18 anh ta c6 thé mai mai ding ¢ tu thé d6 duoc.

“Co hoi cudi cung day,” anh ta noi.

Phia bén kia duong ray, tay thanh nién dting lén khoi ghé bo di.
Nhitng sai chan dai khong déu, khong hoan toan theo mot dudng thang.
Anh ta san sang phi mot luot quet thé méat hai d6 dé doi léy mot cudc doi
tinh lang. Anh ta dén 16i ra va bién mat khoi tim nhin.

Khong c6 nhan chiing nao.

Khoang thoi gian tréng trung binh trude khi c6 chuyén tau tiép theo,
co 1€ 1a sau phut.
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To1 noi, “To1 khong biét cac 6ng 1a ai.”
Tay cam dau no6i: “Nhan vién di€u tra lién bang.”
“Chung minh di.”

Anh ta van giit cho khau sing nham vao gitta nguc t6i nhung gat dau
lam hiéu véi tay dirng sau minh, nguoi ndy budc ra, tién 1€n vanh dai trang
gifta hai ching t61. Nguoi nay dung & do, tho mdt tay vao tai trong ao
khodac lay ra mdt vi da dyng phu hi€u. Anh ta ning 1€n ngang tam mat trudc
to1 va tha cho n6 mo ra. Trong do c6 hai loai gidy to riéng. To1 chang thé
doc ndi loai nao trong s6 d6. Qua xa, va ca hai lai déu nam sau nhiing 6
nhya da tray xudec.

Toi tién Ién.

Anh ta tién Ién.

To1 1€n cach anh ta hon mgt mét va thay mot loai chirng minh thu tiéu
chuan cua Tinh bao Quan su & 6 trén cua chiéc vi. N6 trong c6 veé 1a do that,
con han st dung. O 6 duéi 1a 1énh hay giay ty nhiém tuyén b6 rang nguoi
giit n6 duoc phép nhan moi hd tro do anh ta dang 1am viéc truc tiép cho
Tong thong M¥.

“Rat hay,” to1 noi. “Thu lam viéc kiém an.”

To1 lui lai.

Anbh ta lui1 lai.

Tay nhan vién di€u tra cam dau noi, “Khong khéc gi viéc 6ng lam hoi
con tai ngti.”

“Ho1 con thoi tién su,” t01 noi.

“Gi the, van dé lién quan to1 cai toi a?”
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Khoang thoi gian tréng trung binh trude khi c6 chuyén tau tiép theo,
nam phut.

“Do la dicu thuc té,” té1 no1. “Néu 6ng muodn thuc hién viée gi d6 cho
chin chu, hay tu lam.”

Tay cam dau ha canh tay xudng dudi phuong ngang. Gio thi anh ta
dang nham vao hai dau gi toi.

“Tbi s& ban,” anh ta n6i. “Ong khong sir dung d6i chan cta minh dé
tu duy, n6i hay ghi nhg.”

Chang c6 nhan chtng nao.

Khi tit ca nhitng cach thirc khac di that bai, hiy bat dau noi chuyén.
To1 héi, “Tai sao cac 6ng mudn c6 nd?”

“Mubn cai gi?”

“Ong biét 1a gi r6i.”

“An ninh quéc gia.”

“Téan cong hay phong tha?”

“Tat nhién 13 phong thi réi. N6 s& huy hoai uy tin cia ching ta. N6 s&
kéo ta Ivi lai nhiéu ndm.”

“Ong nghi thé ha?”

“Chiing t6i biét 14 thé.”

T6i ndi, “Hay tiép tuc lam viéc bang cac ning khiéu tu duy d6.”
Anh ta nham sung cho chuan hon. Vao cang chan trai toi.

Anh ta noi, “To1 s€ dém té1 ba.”
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To1 noé1, “Chic may man. Néu gitra chirng cac 6ng nghi khong ra thi
bao t61.”

Anh ta noi, “Mot.”

Roi: nhitng thanh ray kéu lich xich & dudng ray bén canh t6i. Nhiing
am thanh kim loai du duong chay dén rét 1au trudc ca con tau lic nay con
dang trong duong him. Nhimg am thanh d6 bi dudi theo sudt ca quing
duong bai ludng khong khi néng don lai va tiéng rit sdu hon. Mot doan
cong & tudng dudng ham sang 1én vi 4nh dén pha. Chang gi xay ra sudt mot
giady dai. ROi con tau sdm sap hién ra, chay rat nhanh, nghiéng di vi d0 cong
cia doan cua. N6 luc lc roi théng lai, léy lai toc d6 va rdi nhirng ma phanh
ngoam xudng, rén ri va rit 1én, con tau cham dan lai va ghé dimg ngay canh
chung t6i, ciing véi tat ca khoi thép khong gi sang ngdi va anh sang nong,
tiéng xuyn xuyt, ken két va rén ri.

Mot chuyén tau tuyén R chay vé man trén thanh phd.
C6 1& muoi 1am toa, moi toa lac dac vai hanh khach.
Céc nhan ching.

To1 liéc tro lai tay cam dau toan nhan vién di€u tra. Khau Glock cua
anh ta da dugc nhét lai vao dudi ao khoac.

Chung t6i dang ¢ mili phia Bac ctia san ga. Tau tuyén R dung toa kiéu
ci. M&i toa c6 bén ctra. Toa dau tién ding lai ngay bén canh ching toi. Toi
it nhiéu dimg thang hang véi day cira dau tién. Pam ngudi ciia Bo Quoc
phong gan véi hang ctra thir ba va thi tu hon.

Nhitng hang ctra mé ra doc theo toan bd chiéu dai con tau.
O phia cu6i doan tau, hai nguoi bude ra. Ho budce di va bién mat.

Nhitng hang ctra van mo.
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T6i quay ngudi xoay mit vé phia doan tau.

Pam ngudi ciia B Qudc phong xoay mit vé phia doan tau.
T6i budc vé phia trude.

Ho budc vé phia trudc.

To1 dung lai.

Ho dung lai.

Céac lya chon: Téi c6 thé 1én tau qua cua thu nhét, ho s& lén qua cua
thir ba va thit tw. Vao ciing mét toa. Chung t6i c6 thé cing nhau di tau hét
ca dém. Hodc toi c6 thé dé con tau chay di ma khong co t6i va trai qua t6i
thiéu thém hai muoi phut nira ket ctrng véi ho trén san ga nhu lic trude.

Nhitng canh cira van mé.

T6i budc vé phia trude.

Ho budc vé phia trudc.

To1 budc vao trong toa.

Ho budc vao trong toa.

To1 ngung lai mgt chut roi lai Iui khoi toa. Tré lai san ga.
Ho lui ra.

T4t ca chung toi cung dimg yén.

Nhitng canh ctra dong lai trudc mat t61. Nhu tam rém cudi cung.
Nhirng miéng dém cao su chong x6c cham vao nhau.

T6i cam nhan dugc ludng dién trong khong khi. Von va ampe. Nhu
cau rat 16n. Cac dong co quay tit va rén ri. Nam tram tan thép bat dau dich
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chuyén.

Tau tuyén R dung toa kiéu cii. Chung c¢6 nhitng van d& chan va cac
ranh thoat nudc mua. Toi nhodi nguoi vé trude moc cac ngdn tay vao ranh
thoat nudc mua va ddi cac ngon chan phai vao van d&. Roi téi bén trai. Toi
ép ca ngudi vao khoi kim loai va kinh. T6i 6m chat 1dy phan cong phia
ngoai toa tdu nhu con sao bién. Khau MP5 dui vao nguc t6i. Toi bam chit,
bang cac ngén chan va ngoén tay. Con tau chuyén dong. Gid tat vao toi. Ria
ctng cua dudng ham lao thing vao t6i. Toi nin thd, dang hai ban tay va hai
ban chan ra rong hon va chui dau, 4p ma vao 16p kinh. Con tau hut chat 13y
t6i tir phia bén va lao vao dudng him khi khoang cach gitra toi va tudng
ham chi c6 khoang mudi 1am phan. Toi liéc vé phia sau qua khuyu tay va
thdy tay nhin vién diéu tra cam dau dang dung siing trén sin ga, mot tay vo
toc, tay kia nang khau Glock 1én roi lai ha xudng.
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DUNG LA MOT CHUYEN DI TAU KINH HOANG. Téc do kinh
hoang, bong den gam rit, tiéng on lién tiép, nhimg vat can khong nhin ra ndi
cu lao théng vao toi, su dir doi 1én dinh diém. Ca con tau chao d4o, bat 1én
ha Xuéng, rung, lac bén dudi téi. Moi khép ndi déu de doa kéo tudt toi ra.
T6i bam ca tam ngodn tay vao dudng thoat nudc ndng, diy manh dau hai
ngon tay cai 1én trén va cac ngon chan xudng dudi, giit chit mot cach tuyét
vong. Gi6 quét vao quan 4o t6i. Nhitng 6 cira lic lu va rung dir doi. Pau t6i
va nay vao chiing nhu bua khoan.

T6i da di tau hét chin khdi nha trong tinh trang nhu thé. Roi ching toi
tdi phd 23, tau phanh gip. T6i chui vé phia trude, ngugc véi luc ndm chat
cua tay trai va lyc gilr cia chan phai. To1 bam that chdt va véi tinh trang
1éch sang mot bén ay, toi dugc con tau dua thang vao anh sang choi 16a cua
ga voi te do ba muoi dim mot gio. San ga ludt qua rat nhanh. Toi bam
chit vao toa dau nhu dia bam. N6 dimg ngay ¢ dau phia Bac ga. Toi cong
ngudi, nhitng canh cira tach ra phia dudi. Toi budc vao bén trong va ngdi
thup xudng ghé ¢ gan nhat.

Chin khéi nha. C6 1& mot phit. Pu dé chira cho t6i khoi bénh luét tau
dién ngam dén hét doi.

Trong toa toi c6 ba hanh khach khac. Chang ai trong ho tham chi dé
mat t6i t61. Nhitng canh ctra khép chit lai. Tau tiép tuc hanh trinh.

T6i xubng tau & quang truong Herald. Noi phd 34 gip Broadway va
dai 160 Sau. 4 gid kém 10 sang, van ding ké hoach. Tinh tir phia Bic diém
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to1 1én tau & quang truong Union, t61 da di dugc hai muoi day nha va
khoang bon phit. Qua xa va qua nhanh d6i véi sy chdéng choi ¢6 to chirc
ciia B6 Qudc phong. Toi di tir dudi dat 1én va cude bd tir Pong sang Tay
doc theo phia suon hoanh trang cua cira hiéu Macy. Roi toi di hét dai 106 Bay
theo hudng Nam tdi cura khach san Lila Hoth da chon.

Tay nhén vién bdc hanh 1y ban dém dang ngdi sau quiy. Toi khong
kéo khoa 4o khoac cho anh ta xem. T6i nghi viéc 4y khong can thiét. Toi
chi budc toi chd anh ta, khom ngudi téi va vao tai anh ta. Tay nay roi khoi
chiéc ghé cao. T6i nhay qua quay, tam lay c6 gi dung thang day.

To1 nod1, “Cho to1 bi€t s6 cac phong.”

Anh ta 1am theo yéu cau. Nam phong riéng &, khong sat nhau, tat ca
déu trén tang tim. Anh ta cho toi biét phong c6 hai nguoi phu nit. Cac gi
dan ong chia nhau & bén phong con lai. Ban dau c6 muoi ba g, co tam
givong. Nam ga khong gap may.

Hodc nam ga lam nhi€ém vu canh gac.

T6i 1ay cudn bang keo den khoi ti va ding chimg tdm mét dé budc
chan tay ctia ga boc hanh 1y. Chi 1a mén d6 gia mot d6 rudi & cira hang ban
d6 gia dung song ciing 1a mot trong cac dung cu theo chuan cua Luc luong
Pic biét, gia tri twong duong thiét bi lién lac vé tinh, hé théng dinh vi hay
sting trudng gid ca ngan d6. Toi dinh phan cudi cing dai muoi ldm phan
qua miéng gi dan 6ng. Toi lay thé tir md khoa cua anh ta. Chi giat phang nd
khoi phan diy xoan. Roi t6i gidu anh ta khuat tAm maét trén san phia sau
quiy va huéng vé phia thang may. Vao trong, bam chon ting cao nhat co
trong 6 s, s6 muoi mot. Hai canh cira khép lai va xe thang dua toi di 1én
trén.

Luc 4y thi toi kéo khoa 40 xudng.
T6i chinh cho khau sung c6 géc deo phut hop véi nguoi minh roi lay

ging tay da tir t0i kia ra deo vao tay trai. Khau MP5SD khong c6 tay cam
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phia trude. Khac voi dong K to va ngan c6 tay nim be bén dudi dau nong.
Véi dong SD, ta dit tay phai trén tay nam va tay trai d& gia dat nong. Nong
sting phia trong c¢6 ba muoi 16 khoan. Thudc sung trong dan khong chay
cling chang nd. N6 vira chy vira nd. No bung chay. N6 tao ra mot bong
bong khi cuc nong. Mot phan khi thoat ra qua ba muoi 16, lam giam bét
tiéng On va khién vién dan bay cham lai & mirc gan bang toc do 4m thanh.
Giam thanh cho mot khau sung chang c6 y nghia gi néu vién dan ban ra voi
tdc do siéu thanh. Pan bay cham 1a dan khong tiéng dong. Ciing nhu siing
truong ban tia VAL. Khi thoat ra di qua ba muoi 15, lan ra va xody tron &
khoang giam thanh phia trong. Rdi n6 di sang khoang thir hai, lan thém ra
va xody tron chut nita. Lan ra 1am khi mét di. Nguyén tic vat 1y co ban.
Nhung khong dang ké. C6 1& né giam tir mirc siéu néng xudng cuc nong.
Va phan gia d& nong phia ngoai bang kim loai. Thé nén méi dung gang tay.
Khéng ai dung khau MP5SD ma khong c6 ging tay. Springfield 1a kiéu
nguoi biét nghi vé moi diéu.

Canh bén trai khau sung 1a cong tic két hop khoa an toan va 1y chon
ché do ban. Toi nhd 1a dong SD doi cii ¢6 1dy ba nac. S, E va F. S 14 an toan.
E 1a bin phat mét, F la ban tu dong. Co € 1a viét tit theo chix tiéng btrc. E
13 ein, dai loai thé, du Heckler & Koch da thudc sé hitu ciia mot cong ty
Anh tir 13u r6i. Ti cho 1a ho da quyét dinh rang theo truyén thdng van hay.
Nhung Springfield ¢ mang cho t6i mot khau doi méi. Dong SD4. N6 co
1y chon bdn ché d6. Khong co chir viét tit. Chi c6 hinh v& minh hoa. Dé
tién cho ngudi nude ngoai hodc ngudi sir dung sing khong biét chir. Mot
vach tréng la an toan, hinh modt vién dan nhé mau tréng 1 ban phat mot,
hinh ba vién 13 bin loat ba phat mot, hinh ca mot chudi dan dai 1a tw dong
bén lién tuc.

Tbi chon ban ba phat mat. Kiéu t6i thich. Kéo co mot 1an, xoay ba
vién ¢ chin ly trong vong mot phan tu gidy. Diéu khong thé tranh dugc 1a
mili sung chéch 1én theo mot goc, duoc giam thiéu nho su kiém soat can
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than va strc ndng cua thiét bi giam thanh, dan dén chudi ba vét thuong chét
ngudi kha gon theo mot dudng thang ding dai chimg gan bdn phan.

Tét cho toi.

Ba muoi vién. Muoi loat. TAm muc tiéu. Mdi muc tiéu mot loat, cong
thém hai loat danh cho truong hop khan cap.

Ctra thang may mo ra ¢ ting mudi mot, trong dau toi nghe thay tiéng
Lila Hoth néi vé nhitng chién dich tir rat 1au & Korengal: ta phdi danh vién
dan cudi ciing cho ban than, boi ta khéng mudn bi bdt song, nhat la béi tay

nhitng phu nit bo toc.

To1 ro1 thang may bude vao hanh lang yén tinh.

Nguyén tic chién thuat tiéu chuan d6i véi bat ky cudc tin cong nao:
tAn cong tir vi tri cao. Tang tdm & dudi t6i ba tang. C6 hai 16i xudng: cau
thang bo hodc thang may. T6i thich ding cau thang bd hon, dic biét khi sir
dung vii khi giam thanh. Chién thuat phong thi khon ngoan 13 bo tri mot
ngudi ¢ cau thang. Canh bao sém cho bon chung. Xur 1y don gian ddi véi
t6i. Han co thé bi xir Iy mot cach yén lang va dé dang.

Cau thang c6 mot canh ctra xap x¢ bén canh 6 thang may. To1 khé mé
clra va bat dau tién xudng. Cac bac ciu thang bang bé tong diy bui. Mdi
tang duoc danh dau bang mot con sb 16n son bang tay mau xanh. Toi tién
ém ru xudng t6i tang chin. Sau d6 1a cyc ky im lang. Toi nging lai ngd qua
tay vin bang kim loai.

Khoéng c6 ngudi gac ngoai cau thang.

Chiéu nghi dau ciu thang ting tdm chang c6 ai. Qua 13 dang that
vong. N6 khién cong viéc phia bén kia canh cira kho khan hon hai muoi
lam phan trim. Nim gi ngoai hanh lang chir khong phai bon gi. Va cach

https://thuviensach.vn



phan bd phong chimg to rang mot sé gi & bén trai toi, mot so bén phai. Doi
hinh ba va hai, hodc hai va ba. Mot gidy dai quay vé hudng khong thich
hop, rdi mot ¢t ngoat cuc ky quan trong.

Khéng dé.

Nhung di 14 4 gio sang. O muc tinh tao thap nhat. Mot sy that chung
cho ca nhan loai. Lién X6 di nghién ctru diéu d6, qua céc bac si.

T6i dimg & phan cira sat cau thang va hit mot hoi sau. Roi mot hoi
nira. Toi dit ban tay deo gang 18n tay nam cua sang. Toi bo ngén tay khoi
vong co khau MP5.

To1 kéo cra.

T6i gift canh cira ¢ diém tao géc bén muoi 1am do véi ban chan toi.
Nhuc nhic nong khiu MP5 trong ban tay deo gang. Quan sat va lang nghe.
Khong c6 4m thanh nao. Khong trong thay gi. Toi budc vao hanh lang.
Ngoiat vé mot phia. Roi ngodt vé phia con lai.

Khong c6 ai ¢ do.

Khong c6 canh gac, khong c6 ga canh giéi nao, khong gi ca. Chi co
mot dai tham bén ban thiu, anh sang vang 1o mo va hai hang cira dong chat.
Ching nghe thiy gi ngoai tiéng rdm ri, rung rinh cta thanh phd va tiéng coi

hu xa xa.
T6i khép lai canh cira canh ciu thang phia sau lung.

T6i xem s6 phong va budce nhanh t6i phong cua Lila Hoth. Ap tai vao
khe ctra nghe that k.

T6i chang nghe thay gi.

T6i doi. T6i ca nim phat. Mudi phat. Khong co tiéng dong nao.
Chang ai c6 thé dimg yén va im lang 1au hon t6i.
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T6i nhét thé mo cira ciia ga boc hanh 1y vao khe. Mot anh sang do
nho xiu. Rdi xanh. Roi tiéng tach. T6i 4n manh tay nam cira xudng va co
mit trong phong sau mot phan tich tic.

Cin phong trong khong.
Phong tam tréng khong.

C6 nhiing dau hi¢u cho thay méi c6 nguoi ¢. Cudn gidy vé¢ sinh da
long ra va ¢6 vét xé rach. Bon rura uot. Mot khan tam da duoc st dung.
Giuong co vet nhan. Nhirng chiéc ghe da xé dich.

T6i kiém tra bon phong con lai. Tat ca déu tréng khong. Tat ca déu bi
b6 tréng. Khong bo lai gi. Khong c6 bang ching nao cho thay sé& c6 su trd
lai ngay lap ttrc.

Lila Hoth, tién trudc mot budc.
Jack Reacher, sau mot budc.

T6i bo gang tay, kéo khoa 4o 1én 1an nita va di xudng sanh. Téi kéo gi
bbc hanh 1y ban dém cho ngdi ddy dua lung vao quay, giat miéng bing keo
khoi miéng ga.

Ga nd1, “Dung c6 danh t6i1 1an niva.”
To1 bao, “Tai sao khong?”

“Khong phai 16i ctia t6i,” g néi. “Toi da néi su that. Ong hoi toi da
cho ho vao nhiing phong nao. Thi qua khir.”

“Chung di lac nao?”
“Khoang muoi phut sau 1an dau tién ong to1.”

“Anh goi cho ching ha?”
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“Tb6i phai lam thé ma, ong anh.”
“Bon ching da di dau?”

“Tb6i khong biét.”

“Bon chung da tra gi cho anh?”
“Mot ngan d6,” ga noi.

“Khong te.”

“Cho mot phong.”

“Bién rd,” t0i noi. Pung thé that. Vi sb tién ay ching da c6 thé tro
lai khach san Four Seasons. Trir phi chung khong thé 1am thé. P6 1 van dé.

T6i dimg lai trong goc toi trén via heé dai 10 Bay. Bon ching da di
dau? Nhung trudc tién, bon ching di bang cach nao? Khong bang xe hoi.
Trén dudng t6i ddy, chung c6 mudi 1im nguoi. Néu nhu vy ching s& phai
can it nhat ba chiéc xe. Ma cac khach san cii hoen 6 chi c6 mot nhan vién
bdc hanh Iy dém lam viéc mot minh, khong c6 dich vu dau va léy xe cho
khéch.

Taxi? Co thé, trén dudng t6i day, tir man gitta thanh phd t6i lac dém
hom khuya khoat. Va lai di ra, luc 3 gid sang trén dai 10 Bay? Tam nguoi,
doi hoi dong thoi it nhat hai xe taxi khong khach.

Khong c6 kha nang.

Tau dién ngdm? Co thé. C6 thé lim. C6 ba tuyén trong pham vi mot
day nha. Lich hoat dong ban dém, cho tdi da hai muoi phut trén san ga,
nhung r6i tdu thoat vé man trén hodc man dudi thanh phd. Nhung di dau?
Chang phai 13 noi can di bo mot cude dai khi xudng tau dau kia tuyén. Mot
nhom tam ngudi voi va bude trén hé phd rat dé bi cht y. C6 sau trim nhan
vién diéu tra trén ph6. Khach san khac duy nhat ma t6i nham chiing c6 thé
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dén nam mai & tan phia Tay tuyén tau dién ngadm chay qua dai 16 Tam. Pi
bo muoi lam phut, c6 khi hon. Nguy co bi 10 quéa 16n.

Vay, la tau dién ngﬁm, nhung t&i dau?

Thanh phé New York. Ba trim hai muoi dim vudng. Hai tram 1¢ nam
ngan héc ta. Tam triéu dia chi khac nhau. T6i duing tai chd ma phan loai cac
kha nang nhu mdgt cai may.

To1 dau hang.
RO61 t01 mim cuoi.
Co noi nhiéu qua, Lila.

Mot 1an nira dau t6i nghe thiy giong noi ctia co ta. O phong tra khach
san Four Seasons. Co ta néi vé nhiing chién binh Afghanistan thoi xua.
Than phién vé ho, tir quan diém vo vit cua minh. Trén thuc té khi éy cO ta
dang huénh hoang vé nguoi ctia chinh ¢6 ta, va nhiing cudc giao tranh qua
lai khong c6 hiéu qua ctia Hong quan. C6 ta da nodi: Du kich Hoi gido thdt
théng minh. Ho ¢ théi quen rit vé nhitng vi tri ma truée dé ching t6i da

gach bo, coi nhw cdc vi tri da bi bo.

T6i tro lai quang trudng Herald. Vé tau tuyén R. Toi ¢ thé xubng tau
& goc giao giira dai 10 Nam va phd 59. Tir d6 dén nhirng cin nha cii & phd
58 chi phai di bd mot quang ngan.

https://thuviensach.vn



77

NHUNG CAN NHA CU TREN PHO 58 déu tdi den va yén ing. 4
gid 30 sang, & mot khu dan cu rat it hoat dong trude 10 gio. Toi quan sat tir
cu ly nam muoi mét. T mdt 6 ctra bi che khuit trén via he phia bén kia dai
16 Madison. Ngang canh ctra duy nhat c6 nat badm chudng cé ching soi
bang bao vé hién truong cia canh sat. Nha bén trai trong tong sb ba can.
Can ma tang trét c6 nha hang da bo khéng.

Khong den dom ¢ cura s6.
Khong ¢6 dau hi¢u nao 1a c6 nguoi.

Bing bao vé hién truong trong van con nguyén. Va diéu khong thé
thiéu 1a n6 dugc dan niém phong chinh thirc cia NYPD. Mot to gidy hinh
chir nhat dan bang ho ngang khe giita canh va khung ctra, cao ngang tam 18
khéa. Co 1& n van nam do, khong bi x¢é rach.

Nghia la c6 mdt ctra hau.

D6 1a diéu co thé xay ra, khi trong cin nay c6 nha hang. Cac nha hang
tao ra moi loai rac khé chiu. Sudt ca ngay. NO bdc mui va thu hat dam
chudt. Khong dugce phép chat dong rac trén via hé. Nén bo rac trong cac
hop dong kin bén ngoai cira bép rdi thi 1an cac hop ra ria duong dé nguoi ta
di thu gom vao ban dém.

To1 di chuyén vé phia Nam hai muoi mét dé mé rong goc quan sat.
Khong trong thay 161 vao dé mé nao. Cac can nha déu sat nhau doc hét ca
day. Canh ctra c6 bang bao vé hién truong la ctra sO6 cua nha hang ci.
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Nhung canh do6 1a mot canh ctra khac. Xét vé mat kién trac, nd 1a mét phén
ctia nha hang xém véi cin nha c6 nha hang. N6 dugc ding dé mo ra tang
mot cua toa nha ké tiép. Song no tro trui, mau den, khong c6 bang hi¢u, hoi
st seo, khong co bac dan 1én, lai rong hon nhiéu so v&i mot canh cira thong
thuong. Phia ngoai khong cé tay nam. Chi c6 18 khoa. Néu khong cé chia
thi chi c6 thé mé tir phia trong. T6i dam c4 rang nd dan téi mot 161 vao dugc
che di. Toi cho rang lang giéng ciia nha hang c6 chiéu rong du cho hai
phong & tang trét va ba phong ¢ cac tang trén. O tang hai, cin nha lién khéi.
Nhung phia dudi, & ngang mat duong thi c6 nhiing 16i di dan dén cac cira
vao phia sau, tat ca déu dugc qudy lai va xdy chong phia trén. O Manhattan,
quyén sir dung khong gian dang ca gia tai. Thanh ph tu ban minh ca ¢ phia
dudi va bén trén, ciing nhu canh nay 1an canh khac.

T6i tro lai 6 cira bi che khuat. Pau t6i dang dém thoi gian. Pa bon
muoi tu phut ké tir thoi diém ddm quan cua Lila phai bat toi. C6 18 1a ba
muoi tu phut ké tir thoi diém Lila trong cho cudc goi thong bao nhiém vu
hoan thanh. C6 thé hai muoi tu pht tir lac rét cudc cb ta chap nhan rang
moi thir da khong dién ra ém dep. C6 thé muoi bon phit tinh tir lic 1an dau
tién co ta cam thay rat mudn goi cho toi.

Lila, cé néi nhiéu qua.

T6i lui vao bong ti, chd doi. Khu vuc phia trudce toi trong tron tuyét
ddi. Thi thoang c6 xe hoi hodc taxi chay trén dai 10 Madison. Chéng hé c6
xe ¢ gi trén phd 58. Chang chd nao thdy khach b hanh. Khéng c6 ngudi
dat cho, khong vi khéach du tiéc nao chénh choang tro vé nha. Gio thu rac da
hét. Gio chuyén banh mi van chua bat dau.

Su chét chéc cua dém.
Thanh ph6 khong ngu it nhat dang nghi ngoi mot cach thoai mai.
To1 doi.

Ba phut sau dién thoai trong tai toi bat dau rung.
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To1 van do1 mat vao toa nha c6 nha hang va m¢o may dién thoai. Pua
1€n tai no1, “Gi day?”

Co ta hoi, “Chuyén gi xay ra thé?”

“Co da khong xuat hién.”

“Ong d3 cho t6i xuat hién a?”

“T6i khong nghi nhiéu dén chuyén d6.”
“Chuyén gi da xay ra v&i nguoi cua to1?”
“Ho dang trong hé thong.”

“Chiing ta van c6 thé thoa thuan.”

“Nhu thé nao? C6 khong thé nao mat thém ngudi nao nira.”
“Chiing ta c6 thé dan xép gi d0.”

“Puoc roi. Nhung gia chi ¢6 tang.”

“Bao nhiéu?”

“Bay muoi lam.”

“G10 ong dang ¢ dau?”

“Ngay bén ngoai nha cd.”

C6 mot khoang ngap ngung.

Cé su di chuyén ¢ cura s6. Tang bon, cura s6 bén trai trong so hai 0.
Mot phong t61. L6 mo nhu ma, gan nhu khong thé nhan ra ¢ cu ly nam
muol mét.
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C6 thé 1a rém dich chuyén.

C6 thé 1a mot chiée so mi tring.

C6 thé chi 1a tudng tugng.

Co ta noi, “Khong, 6ng khong ¢ ngoai nha t61.”

Nhung nghe giong c6 ta khong chic chan.

Co ta noi, “Ong mudn gip nhau & dau?”

T6i noi: “Chuyén d6 dau thanh van dé. Co s& khong xuat hién ma.”
“To1 s€ cur a1 do.”

“C6 khong thé 1am thé. C6 chi con sau ga cubi cing thoi.”
Co ta dom noi gi d6 nhung ngung bat.

To1 nodi, “Quang truong Times.”

“OK.”

“10 gio sang mai.”

“Tai sao thé?”

“T6i mudn c6 ngudi 6 xung quanh.”

“Tam d6 mudn qua.”

“Mudn d6i véi viee gi?”

“T61 mudn cd nod bay gid.”

“10 gid sang mai. Chap nhan hoic thoi.”

Lila néi, “Ct giit may da.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tai sao?”

“T6i phai dém tién. Pé chic chan rang tdi c6 bay muoi lam ngan.”
To61 mé khoa do khoac.

Toi1 deo gang tay vao.

T6i nghe thay tiéng Lila Hoth, dang tho.

Cach nam muoi1 mét, canh ctra den md ra. Lo1 vao bi che kin. Mot
nguoi dan 6ng budc ra. Nho, da sam, ran chdc. Va canh giac. Han ng6 via
he, bén trai ro1 bén phai. Han nhin ngang pho.

T6i bo dién thoai vao trong tai. Van mé. Van dang két noi.
T6i nang khau MP5 1én.

Sting tiéu lién dugc thiét ké danh cho cén chién, nhung ¢ cu ly trung
binh nhiéu loai cling chinh x4c nhu sung truong. Chic chan siing cua hing
H & K du dd tin cay o cu ly t6i thiéu mot traim mét. Khau cia t6i co dau
ngam thép. To6i bAm 1dy chon xudng ché d6 ban phat mot réi hudng hinh
vudng cua ddu ngam vao gilta ngudi ga dan ong.

Céach ndm muoi mét, han budce ra ria pho. Lia mat sang phai, lia mat
sang trai, lia khoang trudc mat. Han cling chang nhin thay gi, giong t61. Chi
cO bau khong khi mat mé va man swong moéng ctuia dém.

Han quay trd lai ctra.

Mot chiée taxi chay ngang trudc mit toi.

Cach nam muoi mét, gi dan ong day cira.

T6i doi t6i tan khi toi cho rang toan bo da cua gi di don vé phia

trude. RoOi t6i kéo co nd mot vién dan vao lung gi. Ngay tam. Mot vién dan
tdc do thap. V6i do tré co thé nhan thay. Bop co, trang dich. Dong SD dugc
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quang céo 1 hoat dong ém ru. Khong phai thé. N6 c6 phat ra 4m thanh. Lén
hon tiéng nho bot lich sy thuong thay trong phim anh. Nhung khong té hon
tieng “thich” khi ta danh roi cuon danh ba dién thoai tir trén ban c6 do cao
chimg mot mét. Co thé nhan ra trong bat ky moi truong nao, nhung trong
mot thanh phd thi khong dang ké.

Cach nam muoi mét, gd dan ong chai vé phia trude va d6 xudng,
phan than trén nam trong 16i vao con hai chan van & ngoai via hé. T6i gam
vao gi vién thir hai dé dam bao an toan, tha cho khau sing tu do trong mirc
quai deo cho phép roi lay dién thoai ra khoi ti.

T61 noi, “Co van ¢ d6 chu?”
Co ta nodi, “Chung t61 van dang dém.”
Co6 dém thiéu mot ro1, to1 nghi.

T6i kéo khoa 4o khoac 1én. Bat dau budc. Toi tién nhung van bam
song song véi phia bén kia dai 10 Madison va nhanh chéng cit vao phd 58
vai mét. Toi bang ngang dai 16 va tién vao goc phd, vai ti manh vao mit tién
mAy cin nha. Toi can An ngoai tAm quan sat clia cb ta. Toi bang qua cin thi
nhat. Qua cin thtr hai.

To1 no1 khi dang ¢ phia dudi ¢6 ta muoi hai mét, “To61 phai di day. To1
mét moi ro1. Quang truong Times, 10 gio sang mai, dugc chua?”

Co ta tra 101 tir 40 cao muoi hat mét phia trén t61. CO ta noi, “OK, t61
s€ cur a1 do to1.”

T6i ngat may, bo dién thoai vao ti va 16i ga dan ong da chét vao han
trong hém. To61 khép ctra lai phia sau, tur tir va yén lang.
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NGO HEM CO MOT BONG BIEN. Chi mét bong 1o mo, trong cai
choa dén ban thiu trén vach. Toi nhan ra g dan 6ng da chét co6 mit trong
may tAm anh trong tap hd so ciia B6 An ninh Quéc gia ma Springfield giri
t6i. Ga 1a s6 bay trong muoi chin tén ban dau. Toi khong nhd tén gi. Toi
kéo gi sudt doc 16i vao. San bang bé tong da cii, mon dén bong ca 1én. Tbi
luc soat nguoi gi. Trong tai khong c6 gi. Khong gidy to tiiy than. Khong vil
khi. To6i bo gi lai canh mot thung chira rac ¢ banh xe pha mét 16p cau ban
lau dén murc khong con bdc mui nira.

ROi t6i tim thdy ctra phia trong dan 1én nha, mé khéa 4o khoac, doi.
T6i tu hoi phai bao 1au thi bon ching mai bat dau thay lo lang vé tén dong
bon mét tich. T6i cho 14 khéng dén nam phut. Téi ty hoi nhom tim kiém c6
may tén. C6 1& chi mot, nhung t6i hy vong 1a nhiéu hon.

Chiing doi bay phut va ctr xuéng hai tén. Canh ctra phia trong mé va
tén dau tién budc ra. S6 mudi bon trong danh sach cua Springfield. Han tién
mdt budc vé canh ctra 16i vao va tén thir hai budc ra, theo sau hin. S6 tm
trong danh sach cua Springfield.

Ro1 ba diéu xay ra.

Pau tién, tén thir nhat ding lai. Han thiy rang ctra 16i vao da dong lai.
La diéu vo 1y. Ctra khong thé mé tir bén ngoai néu khong co chia khoa. Vi
vay tay tham sat ban dau da dé cho ctra mo trong luc g lang vang ngoai via
hé. Nhung ctra d3 dong lai. Thé tic 1a tay tham sat ban dau da vao lai bén
trong.
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Tén tht nhat quay lai.

Piéu th hai, tén thir hai cling quay lai. Pé khép canh cira phia trong
mot cach im lang va chinh xac. To61 dé cho hin 1am xong viéc do.

ROi hin ngudc mat 1én va trong thay toi.
Tén thtr nhat trong thay toi.

Diéu tht ba, t6i bin ca hai tén. Hai loai dan ba vién, nhirng loat nd
tram, moi loat dién ra trong mot phan tu gidy. Toi nham vao dudi yét hau
chiung va dé cho dau nong di chuyén 1én téi cam. Ching 14 nhitng tay nho
con. C6 chung hep, gan nhu day mach mau va day than kinh. Muc tiéu Iy
tuong. Trong 16i di c6 mai che, tiéng nd cua sing 6n hon nhiéu so véi bén
ngoai. Pu on khién t6i lo ling. Nhung cénh ctra phia trong da dong lai. Va
né 1a phién gb day. Mot thoi nd di 1a cira bén ngoai song mot cha nha trude
day da ban quyén sir dung khong gian ctia minh.

Hai gi dan 6ng d6 guc.

Cac vé dan cua to1 lach cach lan theo san bé tong.
To1 doi.

Khong c6 phan ting tirc thi nao.

D3 hét tdm vién. Con hai muoi hai. Bay tén bi bat, ba tén nita bi ha,
van con ba tén co6 thé di lai va né1 nang.

Cong thém me con Hoth.

T6i luc soat ngudi hai gd moi chét. Khong gidy to tiy than. Khong vii
khi. Khong chia khoa, nghia la ctra bén trong khong khoa.

To1 bo hai xac chét maéi canh cai xdc dau tién, trong bong cai thung
rac.
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ROi toi doi. Toi khong trong chd bat ky ké nao khéc ra qua cira. Chac
nguoi Anh trudce kia & mat tran Tay Bic rdt cude cling tré nén khon ngoan
trong chuyén phai cac doi di giai ciru. Chac Hong quén ciling vay. Chic me
con nha Hoth di biét vé lich sir ciia ho. Chic chin ho biét. Svetlana d3 viét
mot phan cia né.

To1 doi.
Dién thoai trong tai to1 rung 1€n.

To1 161 n6 ra nhin man hinh & mat trude. Cugdce goi han ché. Lila. T61
khong them dé tam t&i c6 ta. Pa xong phan ndi chuyén roi. Toi bo dién
thoait vao ti. NO ngung rung.

T6i dat may ngon tay deo giang 1én tay nim cénh cira phia trong. Toi
nhe nhang kéo nd xubng. Toi cam thay iy khoa nha ra. Téi trong dbi thoai
mai. Ba gi dan ong da budc ra. Co thé hiéu rang bat ky tay nao trong sd
chung ciing c6 thé tro lai. Hodc ca ba tén. Néu co ai d6 bén trong dang quan
sat va cho doi, s& co do tré nguy hiém chét ngudi trong mot phan tich tac
hau nhan biét va quyét dinh ban hay thi. Nhu mot tay danh bong chay thi
dau giai 16n phan biét mot ci ném thang téc do tdi da voi mot ci ném vong.
Mot phan nam gidy, c6 thé hon.

Nhung voi toi thi khong c6 do tré. Bat cir ké nao t6i trong thay déu 1a
ké thu cua to1.

Bat cir ké nao.
To61 mé cua.
Chang co ai.

T6i dang nhin vao mot cin phong tréng. Bép cta nha hang bo hoang.
Phong t6i om, d6 dac da d& di hét. Co nhiing gia dé bat dia cii va nhiing
khoang trdng trén cac mit quiy noi ngudi ta da 16i thiét bi ra ding dem toi
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may cira hiéu d6 cii & Bowery. Trén tudng co cac dudng 6ng cil. Trén tran
cO cac moc ngay xua dung treo chdo. Gilta phong c6 mot ban da lom. Mat,
nhan, hoi 16m mot chut do st dung nhiéu nim. C6 1& trén do tung 1a noi
nhao bét.

Gan day hon, Peter Molina di bi giét trén do.

Tu duy cua toi chang hé nghi ngd rang d6 13 cai ban t6i da thiy trong
dia DVD. Chang nghi ngd gi hét. Toi con co thé thay chic chin may quay
da dit o dau. Toi c6 thé biét cac bong dén da duoc dat chd nao. Toi co thé
thay nhimng nut day son & cac chan ban, noi co tay co chan Peter da bi budc

\

Vao.
Dién thoai trong tai to1 rung 1€n.
To1 10 no di.
Toi di tiép.

C6 hai ctra xoay dan vao phong an. Mot dé vao, mot dé ra. Kiéu tiéu
chuan & cac nha hang. Khong xay ra va cham. Trén hai canh cira c6 0 cira
sO kiéu trén tau thuy ¢ ngang tim mat mot nguoi trung binh cach ddy nam
muoi nam. Tdi cti xudéng nhin qua. Mot phong tréng rong hinh chit nhat.
Chang c6 gi ngoai mot chiéc ghé don doc. Trén san ¢ bui va phan chuot.
Anh sang vang tir ngoai phé lot vao qua 6 cira s6 16n ban thiu.

T6i dung ban chan diy canh cira dan ra. Ban 18 rit 1én mot chut nhung
cling md. Toi bude vao phong an. Sang trai roi sang trai 1an nita. Thiy mot
hanh lang trong nha c6 cac budng vé sinh. Hai canh cira, gan bién Quy dng
va Quy ba. Bién dong, chir ding kiéu. Khong c6 hinh v& ndo. Khong co
hinh ctng queo v& ngudi mic quan hoic vay.

Cong thém hai canh ctra nita, mdi cira mot bén tudng & mé phong.
Cac tam bién dong: Khu riéng. Mot canh dan trd lai bép. Mot canh dan t6i
cau thang, Ién cac tang trén.
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Dién thoai rung Ién trong tai to1.
T61 10 no di.

Quy tic chién thuat tiéu chuan d6i véi bat ky cudc tan cong nao: tan
cong tir vi tri cao. Khong thé lam dugc. Khong c6 lya chon nao san co. Hoi
danh sach cua Israel dugc hinh thanh, luc luong SAS & Anh dang xay dung
chién thuat tha ddy tir mai nha xudng cac ting trén, hodc pha tran dé xudng,
hodc dot nhap truc tiép tir mot gic mai 1an can sang mot gac mai khac.
Nhanh, bat ngd, thuong thanh cong. La viéc tot néu ta co thé dén duoc vi tri
ay. Toi thi khong. Toi chi c6 mdi cach tiép can bang di bo.

ft nhat 12 nhu vay ¢ thoi diém nay.

T6i mo canh ctra ¢ cau thang. N6 mo ra mot hanh lang nho xiu dudi
tang trét, kich thuéc mdi chiéu chi co6 tam muoi phan. Thang phia dbi dién
to1, du gf?m dé c6 thé cham vao, 13 canh cira dan t6i 161 vao khu nguoi 0. Toi
canh ctra ngoai mit phd co nat bAdm chudng duy nhit va dai bang bao vé
hién truong.

Ngay cubi hanh lang nho xiu d6 mot cau thang hep vwon 1én. Lén dén
ntra chimg no6 vong trd lai réi vuon 1én dan t6i tang hai khuat tAm mat.

Dién thoai rung Ién trong tai toi.

To1 161 nd ra nhin. Cugc goi han cheé. Toi lai bo vao tai. N6 ngung
rung.

T6i bit dau theo cau thang di 1én.
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CACH AN TOAN NHAT DE PI HET nira dau phan cau thang kiéu
chan ché 1a di giat lui, mét nhin 1én trén, hai chan dang rong. Di lui va nhin
1én, b&i néu co su khang cu tir bén trén nham vao ta, ta cAn dbi mat véi no.
Hai ban chan dang rong, boi néu cau thang phat ra tiéng dong, né s& phat ra
nhiéu nhat & phan giira va it nhat ¢ hai bén.

T6i theo cach do di 1én dén khoang tam dirng ntra cdu thang roi thi
xoay ngudi di 1én hét nira phan thang con lai. Toi budc ra hanh lang ¢ tang
hai c6 kich thuéc gp doi hanh lang tang trét nhung van rat nho. Mot chiéu
tam muoi phan mot chiéu mét rudi. Mot phong bén trai, mot phong bén
phai, hai phong chin phia trudc. Moi canh cira déu dong.

T6i ding yén. Néu 1a Lila, t6i s& bd tri mdi tén & mot phong trong hai
phong chin phia trudce. Toi s& bao chung lang nghe that can than, vii khi san
sang. Toi s& bao chung sin sang bat cira va trién khai hai 1an hoa luc song
song. Chiing s& ha duoc t6i khi dang di xudng hoic di 1én. Nhung tdi khong
phai Lila va co ta chang phai toi. Toi khong biét co ta c6 thé trién khai luc
luong kiéu gi. Trir mot diéu do s6 quan cia ¢ ta d giam, t6i cam thay rang
c6 ta mudn gitt nhimg tén con lai & gan mot cach hop 1y. Tuc 1a bd tri
chung ¢ tang ba chir khong phai tang hai. Bdi nhitng ctr dong t6i trong thay
1a & ctra s6 ting bon.

Chinh x4c thi néu nhin tir phia ngoai cin nha, ctra s6 ting bon nim &
bén trai. Nghia 12 nhin tir bén trong thi phong cua Lila bén tay phai. Toi do
rang cach bd tri cac phong chang co su khac biét dang ké nao khi toi 1én
tang trén. Pay 1a cong trinh ré tién, thiét thyc. Khong c6 nhu ciu thay doi
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no kia theo ¥ khach hang. Vi vay budc ngang qua mgt phong bén phai &
tang hai ciing nhu budc ngang qua phong cua Lila trén d6 hai tang. Viéc
nay cho toi biét vé khong gian ciia no.

T6i bo ngdn tay ra khoi vong co khau MP5 rdi dit cac ngon deo ging
1én tay nam cira. An xudng. Thay ldy khoa cira nha ra.

To1 mé cua.
Mot can phong trong.

Thuc té 13 mot can ho mot phong da chic ning dd bi pha huy mot
phan. N6 sau nhung rong bang chirng mot nira phong an cia nha hang tang
dudi. Mot khoang khong gian dai va hep. Phia sau c6 tu chira d6, mot
khong gian nhé lam bép, mot nha tam, mot khu tiép khach. Chi can liéc qua
mot cai 1a toi di biét duoc cach bd tri éy bo1 cac buc tuwong ngan da bi vat
dén tan chan. Cac thiét bi trong phong tam van con do, cii va tran tryi sau
maot cai gia thang duing 1am bang nhitng thanh gd ¢& 5x5 phan trong nhu
may dé xuwong sudn, nhu cic song ciia mot chiée 16ng. Do dung trong bép
con nguyén ven. San 1am bang van gd thong, trir san phong tim lat gach
men mau 15i thoi bi tua hét mép va san bép 16t gach. Ca khong gian nay boc
mui nhitng loai ky sinh va vita myc. O ctra s6 trong ra phd den nhém vi bui
ban. N6 bi cit chéo 1am d6i boi chan cau thang cua 16i thoat hiém.

T6i im ling budc téi cira s6. Loi thoat hiém thiét ké theo kiéu tiéu
chuan. D6 1a mot cai thang sat hep tha tir tang trén xuong va ndi vao mot 16i
di hep bang sat ngay bén dudi cac cira s6. Hét 16i di nay thi dén mot phan
d6i trong duoc sap xép dé sin sang nga xudng phia via hé dudi sic ning
cua mot nguoi dang tim cach thoat khoi noi nay.

Cira so thiét ké theo kiéu khung kinh truot. O phia dudi duoc thiét ké
cho trugt Ién trén vao trong khung cua 6 phia trén. Noi hai 6 gap nhau,
chung dugc khoa lai boi mot cai 13y don gian bang dong nam trong ranh. O
bén dudi co tay nim bang dong, gidng nhiing tay nam ta hay thdy ¢ cac ti
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ho so kiéu cii. Cac tay nam da dugc son lai nhi€u lan. Cac khung ctra so6
cling vay.

T6i mo khoa, dit ba ngon tay vao mdi tay nam va ddy manh. Khung
ctra x& dich hai phan rudi ri ket lai. Toi tang thém luc. Toi sit dung luc gan
bang lyc da don vao chiéc ciii han song sat ¢ ting ham toa nha ciru hoa.
Khung cira s6 day 1én trén mdi 1an hai phan, 1éch sang trai, chéch sang phai,
lac nao ciing chong lai luc cua toi. Toi ti vai vao thanh ngang ¢ dudi ma
day thang hai chan ra. Khung ctra s6 dich 1én mudi phan nita roi ket ctng.
T6i 1ui lai. Khong khi ban dém lua vao toi. Khoang trong tong cong ching
nam chuc phan.

Thrra du.

To1 tho mot chan ra, gdp nguoi ngang eo, chui ra ngoai, dua ndt chan
con lai ra.

Dién thoai rung trong tai toi.
T61 10 nod di.

T6i leo 1én chiéc thang sit, ting budc cham khé khang. Puogc nia
duong, khi dau t6i ngang v4i bau cira tang ba, t6i co thé trong thay cira so
ctia hai phong ¢ mit tién.

Cira s6 ca hai phong déu kéo rém. Chat ¢6 tong nhuém mau bui den
phia sau 16p kinh bam day bui. Phia trong khong c6 anh sang nao rd rang.
Khong co tiéng dong nao. Khong cé bang chimg gi 1a ¢6 nguoi dang hoat
dong. Toi xoay ngudi nhin xudng phd. Khong cé khach bd hanh nao.
Khong c6 ngudi qua dudng ndo. Chang xe cd gi hét.

T6i chuyén 1én trén. T6i ting bon. Cung mot két qua. Ctra kinh ban
thiu, rém kéo lai. To1 ngung lai mét lac 1lau dudi 6 ctra s6 noi ban nay toi da
thiy c6 nguoi ctr dong. Hodc cir dong do toi tudng tuwong ra. Toi khong
nghe thay hay cam nhan thay gi.
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To1 chuyén 1én tang nam. Tang nam thi khac. Khong c6 rem. Cac
phong trong. San nha loang 16, tran vong xuong. Cac vét dot nude mua.

Cac 6 clra sO tang nam bi khoa. Ciing theo co ché don gian bang
ngam dong ma toi di thiy & phia dudi, nhung toi chang thé 1am gi dugc véi
chung néu khong pha kinh. Viéc nay s& giy ra tiéng dong. La viéc toi san
sang lam, nhung khong phai luc nay. Toi mudn chon thoi diém thich hop.

T6i xoay vai deo sung cho téi khi khau MP5 nam trén lung, roi dat
mot ban chan 1én bau cira s6. To6i budc 1én va tim 1dy mai dua sap rung
xubng & phia trén ddu minh. Toi 4y ca nguoi 1én d6. Khong phai viéc dé
dang. To61 khong thudc dang van dong vién khéo 1€o. Toi hoan thanh viéc
nay trong tinh trang thd hon hén, bo sap trén mai nha bam day co dai. Toi
nim mot gidy dé 14y lai hoi rdi quy ddy ngd quanh tim cira sap dan 1én mai.
T6i thdy nd ¢ phia sau chimg mudi hai mét, ngay phia trén chd toi cho 1a vi
tri ctia hanh lang chd cau thang di 1én. N6 13 mét cai thung gd néng don
gian 1at nguoc, boc chi, mdt bén gén ban 1&. C6 kha nang l1a khoa tir phia
dudi, bang ban 1& moc khoa va 6 khoa. O khoa khoe nhung ban 18 moc khoa
han dugc bat vit vao khung cira, ma khung thi s& yéu di theo thoi gian, do
muc nat va hiy hoai vi ngdm nudc.

Khong c6 su khang cy nao.

Nguyén tac chién thuat tiéu chuan doi véi bat ky cudc tan cong nao:
tan cong tur vi tri cao.
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TAM CHI BOC QUANH CANH CUA sap dan 1én tang thuong dugc
g0 bang bua thanh nhitng dudng cong gon ghé. Khong c6 nhiing goc sac.
T6i dit cac ngodn tay deo ging vao dudi ria ddi dién véi ban 18, giat manh.
Khéng c6 két qua gi. Thé nén t6i tap trung hon. Hai ban tay, tdm ngon, co
chan, hit sau. T6i nham hai mat. Téi khong mudn nghi vé Peter Molina. Thé
nén thay vao dé toi twong twong ra nu cudi dién dai cua Lila Hoth trude ng
kinh mdy quay ngay sau khi c6 ta kiém tra mach da lim di ctia nguoi l4i xe
taxi & Kabul.

To1 giat manh cura.
Va man dém bat dau hién ra ngay phia dudi, ngay lic nay.

T6i d3 hy vong rang cac dc vit ciia ban 18 méc khoa sé& bj kéo tung ra
khoi canh cira hoic khung cira. Nhung chiing bat khoi ca hai. Chiéc 6 khoa
cung ban 1é méc khoa van dinh vao nhau roi ty do tir 40 cao ba mét va dap
manh xudng san gd phia dudi. Mot tiéng dong to, rd rang, vang tai. Sau,
vang, o, ngay sau d6 1a tiéng keng cua chiéc ban 1¢ va tiéng lanh canh cua
sdu chiéc dc vit khac nhau.

Khéng tdt.
Chang t6t chut nao.

To6i day canh cira sap dan 1én tang thuong lai sau lung roi ngdi xom
trén mai quan sat va lang nghe.

Trong mdt gidy khong co6 gi xay ra.
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RO t0i nghe tiéng mot canh cira md ra dudi ting bon.
T6i nang khau MP5 1én.

Trong mot gidy khong c6 gi xay ra. Roi mot cai dau xuat hién ngoé 1én
cau thang. Toc sim mau. Mot ga dan 6ng. Trong tay han c6 stng. Han trong
thay chiéc khoa nam trén san. Toi thdy nhiing banh xe quay trong dau han.
Khéa, san, oc vit, roi theo chiéu thang dirng. Han nhin thang 1én trén. Tbi
thdy mat han. S6 mudi mot trong danh sach cia Springfield. Han thay toi.
Pam may phia trén dau toi sang 1én vi anh sang ruc r& cua thanh phd. Toi
nghi 14 bong cua toi in rat rd. G kia ngdp nging. T6i thi khong. To6i ban
hau nhu theo chiéu thing dung xuyén qua dinh dau han. Mot loat ba vién.
Mot loat ba phat. Ba tiéng tach tach tach. Mot tiéng rén tic nghen. Hin d6
xudng, tiéng gidy, hai tay va co thé va xudng san nghe rét to, hai tiéng thich
cubi cung rat 16n khi phan con lai cia dau han cham xudng trudc roi toi
khau sing va vao van san. Toi quan sat ciu thang thém mot gidy dai roi
nhay qua ctra dan 1én tang thuong, roi qua khong khi va ha hai ban chan
xudng trudc canh gi dan 6ng, gy nén mot tiéng dong 16n khac.

Chiing t6i d3 qua thoi diém giir bi mat véi nhau.

ba hét muoi mot vién dan, con muoi1 chin vién, bon tén da bi ha, hai
tén van ding.

Cong thém me con nha Hoth.
Dién thoai rung Ién trong tai to1.
Khong phai bay gio, Lila.

To1 nhat khau sting cua ga kia 1én, mé canh cura dan vao phong ¢ mat
tién phia trai r6i1 lui lai gde to1. Ti vai vao tuong roi nhin ra cau thang.

Khong c6 ké nao xuat hién.
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Thé bi.

Khau stng toi tudc cua gi vira chét 13 loai Sig-Sauer P220, gan thiét
bi gidm thanh to. Do Thuy Si san xuét, dan Parabellum c& chin ly, trong hop
dan co thé thao ri c6 chin vién. Cung loai dan t6i dang dung. T6i ldy ngdn
tay cai ddy may vién dan khoi hop roi tha vao ti. Toi dat khau sing khong
dan xudng san. Roi t6i 1ui lai hanh lang va tho dau vao cin phong mat tién
bén phai. N¢ tran trui, trong khong. Theo tri nhé vé can phong phia dudi,
t61 hinh dung ra cach sap xép ctia cin ho mot phong da dung. T d6, phong
tam, bép, phong khach. T6i budc téi noi t6i cho 14 giita phong khach va
giam manh chan. Tran cta mot phong 14 sain mot phong khac. Téi cho 1a
Lila Hoth & ngay phia duéi toi, dang ling nghe. T6i mudn lam co ta hodng
s0, son 1én tan 6c. Cam giac so hii nhat trong moi cam giac. Trén dy cé gi
do.

To1 giam manh 1an nira.
To1 nhan dugc phan ing.

Phan g xuét hién dudi dang mot vién dan ban 1én xuyén qua cic
tAm van san cach bén phai t6i chin muoi phan. N6 khoan mét cai 16 nham
nhé rdi vii minh vao tran nha trén dau t6i, dé lai nhitng vét bui va khoi
trong khong khi.

Khéng co tiéng sting. Tat ca déu co thiét bi giam thanh.

T6i ban tra, mot loat ba phat xuéng dudi theo phuong thang dimg,
thang qua dting 16 vira tao ra. Roi t6i 1ii lai noi toi cho 12 bép cua chung.

Hét muoi bon vién. Con mudi sdu vién, chin vién ro1 nam trong tai

Mot loat nita xuyén qua san. Céach toi hai mét. Toi ban tra. Chiing ban
lai. T6i ban tra 1an nira va cho 1a chung dang bit dau hiéu ra kiéu cua toi,
thé nén to6i bo ra hanh lang t&i dau cau thang.
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Pay 1a luc toi thay rang ching ciing dang suy luan chinh xac cung
mot diéu: toi dang hanh dong theo mot kiéu c6 quy luat. Mot tén dang bi
mat danh Gp t6i. SO hai trong danh sach ctia Springfield. Trong tay han c6
mot khau Sig P220 khac. Gan thiét bi giam thanh. Hin thay toi trudc. Bin
mot phat va trugt. Toi thi khong. To1 na mot loat ba vién vao séng miii hin,
dan leo 1én toi gitra tran han va mau cung oc phot 1én birc twong sau lung
hén. Han tré lai noi xuét phat vdi hinh dang mot déng thit.

Khau sung roi theo han.

Nhitng vé dan dong cia toi lanh canh lan trén san gd thong.

D3 hét hai muoi ba vién. Con bay vién, cong thém chin vién roi.
Mot tén con dung, cong thém me con nha Hoth.

Dién thoai rung trong tai toi.

Gio nay ma mdc ca thi muon qua roi, Lila q.

T6i 10 ¢6 ta di. Toi hinh dung cb ta dang bo rap & ting phia dudi.
Svetlana bén canh. Con tén cudi cing chin giita t6i va me con Hoth. Hai ké
nay sé sit dung han nhu thé nao? Chung khong phai loai ngdc. Chung la
nhimng ké thira ké mot truyén thong tan doc lau doi. Chung da danh lira,
ludn lach va nghi binh & ving ddi nui sudt hai thé ky. Chung biét minh
dang lam gi. Chiing s& khong cho gi kia 1én theo cau thang. Khong lam thé
lan nita. Lam thé khong co két qua. Chung s& cb tdn cong vao sudn toi.
Chiing sé& cho gi kia 1én theo duong thoat hiém. Ching s& dung dién thoai
dé danh lac huéng t6i va cho gi kia leo 1én qua ctra kinh ban vao lung toi.

Khi nao?

Hodc ngay lap tirc hodc mot luc 1au nira. Khong c6 khoang thoi gian
trung binh. Bon chiing mudn khién t6i ngac nhién hodc chan nan.
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Chung chon cach lam ngay lap tuec.
Dién thoai rung Ién trong tai toi.

T6i budce lui vao cin phong bén trai va kiém tra goc quan sat. Néu lay
vi tri cia t6i 1am chuén, chiéc thang sit chay tir phai qua trai. Toi s& trong
thay dau ga kia khi han tir dudi leo 1én. 6 1a diéu tét. Song goc cua tdi thi
khong thuan loi. Pudng phd hep. Pan Parabellum ¢& chin ly 13 dan danh
cho sung ngan. Chung duogc coi 14 phi hop véi moi trudng d6 thi. Nhiéu
kha ning chung gidng nhu dan sung trudng, gdm vao muc tiéu va khong
bay thém. Vi dan Parabellum bay gan bang toc 6 4m thanh thi cang nhiéu
kha ning nhu thé. Nhung chiang gi duge dam bao chic chin. Va trén phd co
nhimg ngudi vo toi khong lién can gi téi vu déu siing nay. Cira s0 phong
ngt, bon tré dang say gidc. Nhitng vién dan xuyén tdm c6 thé bay tdi chd
ho. Pan ban chéch hudng co thé bay t4i chd ho. Va dan néy ra, hoac manh
dan. Va chéc chin dan bén truot muc tiéu co thé bay t6i chd ho.

Nhirng thi¢t hai di kém, dang cho chuc xay ra.

T6i bo qua sudt phong va ép ngudi vao tuong cira so. Liée ra ngoai.
Khong c6 gi ca. Toi rudn tay lay chdt ctra s0. Thir ca tay ndm ctra s0. Cira
sO bi ket. Toi bude dén trude 10p kinh, chop 14y tay ndm ma giang. Ctra 86
di chuyén, ket lai va di chuyén lan nira réi bat manh trong khung va mé
toang ra manh dén ndi 6 kinh cira s6 nit doc tir dau no tGi dau kia.

T6i i tré lai tudng lan nira.
Lang nghe that k.

Va nghe thdy got giay cao su va nhé nhe trén 16p sat. Hoi déu theo
nhip. Han dang tién dén nhanh nhung khong chay. T6i dé cho han toi. Toi
dé cho han leo 1én hét quing duong. T6i dé han tho ca dau va hai vai vao
phong. Téc sim, da sim. Han mang s6 muoi lam trong danh sach cua
Springfield. To6i thang ngudi song song véi blrc tuong phia trudc cua toa
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nha. Han liéc sang trai. Han liéc sang phai. Han thay toi. Toi kéo co. Mot
loat ba vién. Tén nay dich chuyén dau.

To1 ban trugt. Co thé vién dan dau tién hodc cudi cung trong so ba
vién da cat ro1 tai han song han van song va tinh tdo, han ban tra dién cuong
va thup nguoi né ra. To1 nghe tiéng han nga va vao 161 di hep bang sat.

Bay gio hodc khong bao gio.
To1 bam theo ga.

T6i thay han ngd va dau vao cau thang trude. Han ciing xudng dugc
tang bon, 1an ngudi va nang khau sung ctia minh 1én nhu thé nd ning hang
nira ta. Toi leo xudng thang sau hin, nga ngudi xa khoi toa nha va ké mot
duong ba vién dan vao gilra mat hin. Khau sung cua tén nay bén ra, roi 10n
xudng hai tAng nha va mic & do cao phia trén via hé chirng ba mét.

T6i hit vao.

T61 tho ra.

Sau gi da bi ha. Bay bi bat. Bén da tré vé nha. Hai dang bi giam.
Muo1 chin trén muoi chin.

Cira sb trén téng bon dang md. Rém duoc kéo ra. Mot can hd mot
phong da chirc nang. Bi b6 mac nhung khong bi pha huy. Lila va Svetlana
Hoth dang ding canh nhau dudi quay bép.

Pa hét hai muoi chin vién.
Con mot vién.

Trong dau t6i lai vang 1én giong cta Lila: Ta phdi danh vién dan cudi
ciing cho ban thén béi ta khéng muén bi bat song, nhat la boi tay nhing
phu nir bo toc.
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Toi1 leo qua bau ctra s6 budc vao phong.

https://thuviensach.vn



81

CAN PHONG PUGQC BO TRI GIONG HET nhu cin phong bi pha &
tang hai. Phong khach & mit trudc, ti khu bép, phong tim, ti chta d6 ¢
phia sau. Céac btrc tudong van dimg yén. Vi vita van nam ding chd. C6 hai
chiéc dén dang sang. Mot cai giuvong gip dua vao tudng trong phong khach.
Cong thém hai chiéc ghé ctimg. Chang c6 gi khac nita. Khu bép co hai quay
song song va mot ti bat dia dua vao tuong. Khong gian bé xiu. Lila va
Svetlana don vao trong d6, hong ké hong. Svetlana bén trai, Lila bén phai.
Svetlana mic vay ¢ nha mau nau. Lila mic quan tai hop den va 4o phong
trang bang vai c¢6 tong. Quan may bang vai du. To6i doan 1a khi co ta di
chuyén né kéu sot soat. Co ta trong dep nhu bat ky lic nao khac. Mai toc
den dai, d6i mat sang xanh, 1an da hoan m¥y. Ny cudi nira miéng hoi giéu
cot. b6 1a mot canh that ky di. Cir nhu mot tay nhiép anh thoi trang theo 161
cach tan nao ddy di dit co ngudi mau tuyét voi nhat ctia minh vao bdi canh
do6 thi bui bam.

To1 lay muyc ti€u cho khau MP5. Pen va doc ac. Nong. N6 tdéa mui
thudc sting, mui dau, mui khéi. Té1 ngtri thay mui néd kha rd.

T6i noi, “Ca hai dit tay 1én trén quay.”

Chiting 1am theo. B6n ban tay hién ra. Hai ban tay mau nau va xuong
xau, hai ban tay c6 da sang hon va manh. Chiing xoe hai ban tay ra nhu sao
bién, hai ban tay vudng va thd, hai ban tay dai hon va méng manh hon.

To1 no1, “Lui lai va tya vao quay.”

Chiting chap hanh. Piéu d6 khién chung bat déng. An toan hon.
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To1 noi1, “Cac nguoi khong phai me va con.”
9
Lila néi: “Pung, khong phai.”
b
“Vay cac nguoi la thé nao?”
ay
“Thay va tro.”

“Tot. To1 khong mudn ban con gai trudc mat ba me. Hodc ban ba me
trudec mat con gai.”

“Nhung 6ng s& ban mot hoc tro trudc mit thay co dy chu?”

“Co thé thay trude.”

“Vay thi lam d1.”

Toi1 ding yén.

Lila noi, “Néu 6ng thuc su c6 y d6, ddy 1a noi 6ng lam viéc ay.”

To1 quan sat ban tay cua cd hai. Tim ki€ém strc cdng, hodc no luc, hoac
cac co di chuyén, hodc ap luc gia ting ¢ cac dau ngdn tay. Tim cac dau hi¢u
ching chuan b1 di chuyén téi vi tri nao do.

Khoéng ¢6 cac vi tri nhu thé.
Dién thoai rung Ién trong tai toi.

Trong can phong yén ling, né phat ra mot Am thanh nho. Mot tiéng vu
vu, mot tiéng vo vo, mot tiéng rin rit. Mot xung dong nho nhip nhang. N6
ndy lén, co vao dui toi va rung.

T6i cham cham nhin hai ban tay cta Lila. Ep phang. Ptng yén. Trong
khong. Chang c6 chiéc dién thoai nao.

Co ta noi, “Co 1€ ong nén tra 101.”
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T6i chuyén khau MP5 sang tay trai va 16i dién thoai ra. Cudc goi han
ché. Téi mé may va dua 1én tai.

Theresa Lee noi, “Reacher a?”

T6i noéi, “Gi thé?”

“Anh ¢ dau thé? Em da cb goi anh sudt hai muoi phut roi.”
“Anh ban.”

“Anh dang ¢ dau?”

“Lam sao em c6 duoc s6 may nay?”

“Anh da goi vao may di dong cua em, nhé chur? S6 may cia anh nam
trong phan quan ly cudc goi.”

“Tai sao s6 cua em bi chan?”

“Toéng dai don khu vuc. Em dang goi bang may ban. Anh dang & chd
quai quy nao vay?”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Nghe can than nhé. Anh c6 thong tin xau. B An ninh Quéc gia da
lién lac lai véi bon em. Mot trong mdy tén ngudi Tajikistan da 15 chuyén

bay chuyén tiép & Istanbul. Thay vao d6 han di di qua London va téi
Washington. C6 hai muoi ga chir khong phai muoi chin.”

Lila Hoth nhuc nhich va ga dan 6ng thr hai muoi bude ra khoi phong
tam.
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CAC NHA KHOA HOQC PA CHIA NHO thoi gian t6i don vi pico
gidy. Mot phan nghin ty gidy. Ho cho rang moi chuyén déu cé thé xay ra
trong mot khoang thoi gian ngan chimng ay. Vii tru ¢6 thé hinh thanh, cac hat
c6 thé ting toc, cac nguyén tir co thé tach ra. Pidu xay ra voi toi trong vai
pico gidy dau tién 1a mot loat diéu khac nhau. Pau tién t6i danh roi dién
thoai van con md, van con két n6i. Bén luc nod roi xudng ngang tam vai toi,
ca mot doan hoi thoai véi Lila nhu hét 1én trong dau t6i. Ciing qua chiéc
dién thoai nay, trudc day vai phut, trén dai 10 Madison, t61 da noi, Co chi
con sdu gd cudi cung théi. Co ta chuan bi néi gi d6 nhung ngimg bat. Co ta
sap stra noi, Khong, téi cé bay nguoi, gidng nhu trude d6 o ta chuan bi noi,
Thé chang phdi gan t6i dau. Hoi di bat ra. Nhung c6 ta di tu dimg minh
lai. Co ta da hoc hoi.

Chi mot 14n thoi, ¢6 ta dd khong néi qua nhiéu.
Va t6i van chua nghe du.

Pén khi dién thoai roi xudng ngang hong, t6i tap trung vao tén thir hai
muoi. Han trong chi gidng nhu bén hay nim tén trude d6. Co6 thé hin 1a anh
em trai hodc anh em hg cua ching, c6 khi thé that. Chéc chin hin trong
quen thudc. Nho nguoi, ran chéc, toc den, da c6 nép, ngdn ngit co thé boc
10 su canh giac va hiéu chién. Hin mic quén dét thé thao tdi mau. Ao lanh
dét t6i mau. Han thuan tay phai. Tén ndy cAm sing ngan giam thanh. Han
dua né theo mot duong cong dai hudng 1én trén. Han dang tim cach gitt cho
n6 can bang. Ngon tay han quip chit co sing. Han s ban vao nguc toi.
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T6i dang cam khau MP5 bang tay trai. Hop dan réng khong. Vién dan
cudi cung di 1én nong. N6 phai c6 ¥ nghia quan trong. T6i mudn doi tay.
T6i khong mudn ban bang tay khong thuan, bang con mét vén khong dung
dé ngim.

Khong co Iya chon nao. Poi tay thi phai mat nira gidy. Nam tram ty
pico gidy. Quéa dai. Canh tay ctia g kia di gan nhu ndm & d6. Dén khi dién
thoai roi xuéng ngang dau gbi toi, long ban tay phai cua t6i dang 14t 1én trén
d& 1ay nong stng. Toi xoay lai, thang nguoi 1én va kéo tay cam cia khau
sting vé phia nguc toi. Long ban tay phai t6i ding lai, d& 1ay nong, ngén tro
tay trai kéo co v6i su diém tinh qua muc. Lila dang di chuyén phia bén trai
toi. Co ta dang di ra khoi can phong. Ngon tay to1 lam xong viéc kéo co,
khau sung nd, vién dan cudi cing cua téi ban tring mat gi dan ong.

Chiéc dién thoai cham xuéng san. NO phat ra tiéng dong nhu chiéc 6
khoa. Tiéng dong 16n khi va manh xudng san go.

V6 dan cudi cung cua t61 ban ra va lach cach lan ngang phong.

Ga tho hai muoi suyp xudng ca nguoi, dau va khau sing, chét trudce
khi d6 xudng san do bi ban xuyén qua phan goc nao bg.

Mot phat ban vao dau. Mot phat ban rat tot. Khong toi ddi véi tay trai
t6i. Trir mot diéu 14 téi dd nham vao giita nguoi han.

Lila van di chuyén. Luon di, nhao xudng, ci thap.

Co ta trd lai v6i khau sing ctia ga vira chét. Mot khau Sig P220 khac,
mat thiét bi giam thanh khac.

Do Thuy ST san xut.
Mot hop dan co thé tach roi chira duoc chin vién.

Néu Lila cb gianh lay khau sung, n6 1a khau duy nhat trong phong.
Trong truong hop d6, nd da ban it nhat ba vién, xuyén qua san.

https://thuviensach.vn



Con t0i da séu vién.

Sau chdng lai khong.

Lila chia sung vao toi.

Toi chia sung vao co ta.

Co ta noi, “To1 nhanh hon.”

T6i ndi, “Co nghi thé sao?”

Phia bén trai toi, Svetlana 1én tiéng, “Sting ctia dng khong c6 dan.”
T6i liéc nhin ba ta. “Ba ndi tiéng Anh ha?”

“Tuong d6i tot.”

“Tb6i da nap dan lac ¢ trén ting roi.”

“Vé van. Tir dudi nay t6i c¢6 thé trong thdy. Ong da dat ché do ban
loat ba vién. Nhung 6ng chi ban dung mot vién. Vi vay do 1a vién dan cubi
cung cua ong.”

Chung t6i dimg yén nhu thé trong khoang thoi gian c¢6 vé 1au. Khau
P220 nam chac chan trong tay Lila. C6 ta dimg cach t6i nim mét. Phia sau
co ta, co thé gi dan ong méi chét dang chay du cac loai nude ra khip san.
Svetlana dtng trong bép. Trong khong khi c¢6 du loai mui. Tl cira s6 mé ¢6
mot con gi6 thoi vao. Khong khi thdi vao, cudn trong phong, xody theo cau
thang va ra ngoai theo 16 trén mai.

Svetlana noi, “B6 sing xudng.”
To1 bao, “Céc ngudi muon chiec USB ma.”

“Ong khong gitt no.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhung t61 biét hién n6 & dau.”
“Chung t61 cling vay.”
T61 chang noi gi.

Svetlana Hoth néi, “Ong khong c6 né nhung 6ng biét nd dang & dau.
Vi vay ong di van dung quy trinh suy luan. Ong nghi 6ng la nguoi c6 tai
ning doc nhit sao? Ong nghi rang cic quy trinh loai suy ay khéng co &
nhimg ngudi khac a? Ching ta c¢6 chung cac dir kién. Ching ta déu c6 thé
dua ra nhitng két luan tuong tu.”

T61 chang noi gi.

Ba ta noi, “Ngay tir lac 6ng bao ong biét nd ¢ dau, ching toi da bat
dau suy nghi. Ong da thiic day chung toi. Ong néi quéa nhiéu, Reacher. Ong
d3 ty bién minh thanh ngudi thira.”

Lila néi, “Bo sung xuéng. C6 chit danh dy di. Pung c6 dung d6 nhu
thang dan cam khau stng khong dan.”

To1 ding yén.

Lila ha stng xudng khoang mudi d6 va ban vao khoang san nim gitta
hai chan t6i. Co ta tao ra mot 16 thang hang véi va nam chinh giita hai mii
gidy t0i. Chang phai phat ban dé dang. C6 ta la nit xa thu kiét xuat. Véan san
rach tudp. T6i giat minh mot chat. Thiét bi giam thanh cua khau Sig gdy 6n
16n hon khau H & K. Nhu tiéng cudn danh ba dap xudng, chtr khong phai
roi. Mot vét khoi boc 1én ¢ diém manh dan dot chay phan gb thong, vo dan
ban ra theo mot dudng cung mau dong va lan lanh canh ngang san.

CoOn nam vién.

Lila no1, “Bo sing xudng.”
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T6i vong quai deo qua dau minh, cam lay tay nam, dua nd xudng mot
phia suon. N6 ching con tac dung gi nira d6i v6i t6i, ngoai trir nhu mot
chiéc dui cui thép ning ba can. Va toi hoai nghi cai kha ning toi dén duogc
da gan mot trong hai ké kia dé cho chiéc dui cui phat huy tac dung. Ma gia
sir dén dugc gan nhu thé, toi thich danh tay d6i hon. Mot chiée dui cui thép
ning ba can 1a t6t. Nhung chiéc dui cui ngudi ning trim mudi 1m can van
tot hon.

Svetlana Hoth noi, “Ném qua ddy. Nhung lam cho can than. Néu ném
trang mot trong hai chung toi, 6ng s& chét.”

To1 tr tir dung dua khau stng ro1 bo no ra. N6 luoi biéng 10n vai vong
trong khong khi, bat dau nong 1én ré1 va vao burc tuong ¢ goc xa.

Svetlana noi1, “Gi¢ thi bé ao khoac ra.”
Lila chia sung vao dau toi.

T6i 1am theo. Toi giti chiéc 4o khoac ra réi ném sang phia bén kia
phong. N6 roi xudng canh khau MP5. Svetlana budc tir phia sau quay bép
ra, luc hét cac thi. My gia tim thay chin vién dan Parabellum roi va cudn
bang dinh di s dung mot phan. Ba ta dung dung chin vién dan 1én quiy
thanh mot hang gon gh€. Ba ta dat cudn bang dinh bén canh hang dan.

Svetlana 1énh tiép, “Gang tay.”

To1 1am theo. T61 can va 161 gang khoi tay ro1 ném noé theo chiéc ao
khoéc.

“Giay va tat.”

T6i 10 ¢o nhay lui r6i dua vao tuong dé giit cho nguoi dung vimg
doan coi day, tudt gidy ra, tut d6i tit xuéng. T6i ném ting chiéc vé phia
dbng do.

Lila no1, “Cdé1 a0 phong ra.”
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To1 no1: “To1 s€ co1 néu co co1.”
Co ta ha canh tay xuong muoi d§ va ban thém mot vién vao khoang

san gitta hai ban chan t61. Tieng kéu cua thiét bi gidm thanh, phan san go
toac ra, lan khoi, tiéng va manh cua vo dan.

Con bon vién.

Lila noi, “Lan sau t61 s€ ban vao cang 6ng.”

Svetlana noi, “Ao phong.”

The 1a 1an thr hai trong vong nam gio dong ho toi 16t ao phong cua
minh ra theo y€u cau ciia mgt phu nit. Té1 van dua vao tudng va gio cao tay
ném chiéc 4o v€ dong do. Lila va Svetlana nhin nhitng vét seo cua t61 mot
luc. Co vé ca hai thich ching. Dac biét 1a vét thuong do manh bom. Pau
ludt Lila the ra, hong, am va nhon gitra 1an moi.

Svetlana noi, “Gi¢ dén quan 6ng.”

To1 nhin Lila bao, “To1 nghi sting c6 hét dan r61.”

Co ta nodi, “Khong. Toéi con bon vién. Hai cang chan va hai canh tay.”

Svetlana noi, “Céi quan ra.”

Toi1 thdo cuc. Té1 cot1 khoa. Toi day chi€éc quan bang vai jean cling
xuong. Toi rat hai chan ra khéi quan. To1 van dua lung vao tuong ma da
chi€c quan ve dong do. Svetlana nhdt no 1€n. Luc hét cac thi. Dat cac thir do
cua to1 1én quay thanh mot dong canh chin vién dan ro1 va cudn bang dinh.
Tién gidy cung vai dong xu. Cudn hd chiéu da hét han. Thé ATM cua toi.

Thé di tau dién ngdm. Danh thiép NYPD cua Theresa Lee. Roi chiéc ban
chai danh rang gap.

“Khong nhiéu,” Svetlana noi.
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“Moi thur to1 can,” to1 no1. “Chang c6 gi to1 khong can.”
“Ong la mot ga ngheo.”

“Khong, t61 1a nguoi giau. Co6 moi thir ta can, do la dinh nghia vé sy
sung tuc.”

“Thé thi d6 1a gidc mo kiéu M§. Chét trong sung tic.”
“Co héi cho tat ca.”

“O qué huong chung t6i, chiing t6i c6 nhiéu hon cac ong.”
“To61 khong thich dé.”

Can phong trd nén yén ling. C6 vé am va lanh. T6i ding ma trén
ngudi chang c6 gi trir chiéc quan dui 16t moi mau trang. Khau P220 van
nam chic chan trén tay Lila. Cac co nhu nhiing soi day ménh 10 ro trén
canh tay ¢ ta. Canh phong tim, gi dan 6ng chét van tiép tuc ri ra cac chét
long. Ngoai cra s6 dd 1 5 gio sang, thanh phd bat dau chuyén dong.

Svetlana ban ron di lai gom khau sung, d6i gidy, quin 4o cta toi thanh
mot 6m gon gang roéi ném vé phia sau quay bép. Mu ta ném theo ching hai
chiéc ghé ctrng. My ta nhit dién thoai cua t6i 1én, tit ngudn va quing di.
Mu nay dang don sach phong. Mu ta dang don tréng nd. Phong khach 1a
mot phan cta can ho ¢o kich thude khoang sau mét nhan ba mét rudi. Toi
dua lung vao chd giita cia mot trong hai btrc tudng dai. Lila di quanh trudce
mit toi, van giir khoang cach, tay chia sing. Co ta dimng & goc xa, canh ctra
s6. Gio thi c6 ta doi mat véi toi theo mot g6c hep.

Svetlana di vao bép. Toi nghe thay tiéng lach cach mé ngin kéo.
Nghe thay n6 dong lai. Thay Svetlana tré ra.

Cung hai con dao.
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La loai dao dai ctia ngudi ban thit. Dé mo, lang thit hodc xuong. Can
mau den. Ludi bang thép. Ludi cit rat mong ddy nguy hiém. Svetlana ném
mot trong hai con cho Lila. C6 ta dung ban tay con rdi bat lay can dao mot
cach diéu luyén. Svetlana di chuyén t6i goc d6i dién véi co ta. Ca hai hop
vo1 t01 tao thanh hinh tam gidc, Lila & bén trai t6i boén muoi lam do,
Svetlana ¢ bén phai toi bon muoi lim do.

Lila van phﬁn nguoi trén va nén manh thiét bi giam thanh cua khau
P220 vao goc giao gilra birc tuong phia trudc va tuong bén. Co ta dung
ngon tay cai gat 1dy nam & chan bang va tha biang dan xudng. N6 roi ra va
roi xudng san & goc phong. Trong bang 16 ra ba vién dan. Thé 13 mot vién
van & trong 6 dan. C6 ta ném khau stng vé goc kia phong, phia sau lung
Svetlana. Gio thi khau sung va bang dan nam cach nhau sau mét, mot bo
phan nam sau lung mét phu nir, by phan con lai sau lung nguoi phu nit kia.

“Nhu cudc san tim kho bau,” Lila néi. “Stng s& khong no néu khong
lap bang dan. Pé ngan chin tinh trang nd sing bat ngd néu so y dé cho mot
vién trong 6 dan. Dan Thuy Si 14 kiéu nguoi than trong. Thé nén 6ng can
nhat khau sung roi nhat bang dan. Hodc nguoc lai. Nhung tat nhién trudc
hét ong phai vuot qua chiing toi.”

To1 khong noi gi.

Co ta noi, “Néu nhu ong thanh coéng trong cudc vat 16n dién cudng &
trang thai bi thuong, t6i khuyén 6ng hay dung vién dan dau tién cho chinh
minh.”

ROi ¢6 ta mim cudi va dich vé phia trudc mot bude. Svetlana ciing
lam hét nhu vay. Ca hai giit dao thdp, ngon tay dit dudi can, ngon cai dé
trén. Nhu cac chién binh duong phd. Nhu céc tay bac thay.

Nhiing ludi dao dai 1ap lanh dudi anh dén.

To1 ding yén.
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Lila néi, “Chung t6i thich trd nay hon 6ng c6 thé tuong tuong day.”
T6i chang lam gi.

Lila néi, “Su cham tré ciing hay. N6 1am gia ting sy phong doan.”
To1 ding yén.

Lila no1, “Nhung néu chén cho doi r6i, ching t61 s€ tiép can va tiéu
diét ong.”

T61 khong noi gi. Bing yén.

ROi t6i véi tay ra sau va rat vé cing con dao Benchmade 3300, tir noi
n6 da dugc gin vao that lung toi bang bing dinh.
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TOI DUNG NGON TAY CAI BAM NUT NHA, lu&i dao bat ra véi
mot Am thanh nam giita tiéng “tach” va tiéng “bup”. Mot am thanh 16n
trong can phong yén tinh. Va mot 4m thanh dau kho. T6i khong thich dao.
T6i chua bao gio thich dao. To6i khong c6 khiéu dung dao 1a may.

Nhung t6i c6 ban niang ty vé manh nhu bat ky ai khéc.
C6 khi con manh hon hau hét nguoi khéc.

Va, vé diém nay, t6i da danh 16n ngay tir khi 1én nam, va tat ca nhiing
tran thua cua to6i déu khong dang ké. Toi thudc tip ngudi ludn quan sat hoc
hoi. T6i da chung kién nhitng tran danh bang dao trén khip thé gidi. Vién
Pong, chau Au, nhitng ving day bui rAim nghéo kho ngoai cac cin ctr quan
su & mién Nam nudc My, trén phd, trong ngd, ngoai cac quan bar va quan
bi a.

Nguyén tic dau tién: khong dé bi dinh don sém. Khong gi khién ta
mat strc nhanh hon mét méu.

Svetlana thép hon t61 trén ba muoi phan, voc nguoi dam va rong, hai
canh tay can v6i nguoi. Lila cao hon, mém déo hon, duyén dang hon.
Nhung tom lai, tham chi phai chéng lai nhitng ludi1 dao dai hon dao cua t61
mudi 1dm phan, t6i van co loi thé.

Cong thém viéc toi di thay doi cudc choi, trong khi ching van dang
doi mat véi sy ngac nhién.
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Cong thém viéc ching chién dau cho vui, toi thi chién dau vi mang
song cua minh.

T6i mudn t6i duoc bép, thé nén tdi nhay vé phia Svetlana, ké chan
giita t61 va bép. Mu ta chdm chi, dao ha ngang dau gbi, du trai, d phai. Toi
gilt dao thap, dé cho ngang tam véi dao ciia mu. Mu ta vung dao 1én. Toi
ubn nguoi vé sau. Ludi dao cua Svetlana vut qua dui toi. Toi giat hong vé
sau, déy hai vai vé phia trudc va nén cho mu mot cit moc. N6 ludt qua 1ong
may Svetlana roi don toan luc vao canh miii cua mu.

Trong Svetlana sting sot. Nhu hau hét nhiing ké chién dau bang dao,
mu ta nghi rang cudc dau hoan toan lién quan dén chét thép. Mu ta d3 quén
mat rang ngudi ta c6 hai ban tay.

Svetlana 14t bat dung thang lai va Lila tir phia trai toi nhay vao. Dao
ha thép. Xia, dam. Miéng mo rong khi mat nhan nho trong that x4u. Rat tap
trung. Co ta di hiéu. Pay khong con 14 trd choi nita. Khong con vui nita. Co
ta lao vao, thoat ra, dor don, lui lai, luén luon hoat dong. Tat ca ching t61
nhay nhu thé mot lc. Pién cudng, hon hén, nhitng ctr dong ngan dot ngot,
bui, md hoi va ndi so hai trong khong khi, mét ca hai gan chat v6i ludi dao
clia t6i, mat toi dao lién tuc giita hai ludi dao cta ching.

Svetlana tién vao. Lui ra. Lila tién dén toi, nguoi can bang, tap trung
canh giac. Toi 4y hong ra sau va chom hai vai vé trude. Toi vung thang ludi
dao vé phia mat Lila. Pon rat ning. D& ra r6i giat lai. Nhu thé toi dang
mudn ném mot trai bong di xa tram hai chuc mét. Lila nhay lui lai. Co ta
biét ct chém s& di trugt, boi cd ta s& khién cho no di trugt. Svetlana biét n6
s€ trugt, boi ba ta tin tudng Lila.

T6i biét no sé truot, boi toi chu dinh khong danh trang.

To1 dung dong tdc manh m€ nay lai gitra chung va quay ngugc lai,
tung mot don trai tay that hiém va that bat ngd nham thang vao Svetlana.
To61 chém th'flng vao tran mu ta. Mot ¢t ché chic tay. To1 cam nhan duogc
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ludi dao cham vao xuong. Mot lon téc cua mu roi xuéng nguc. Con dao
Benchmade d3 hoat dong ding nhu né nén 1am. Thép D2. Ta c6 thé tha mot
to bac muo1 do 1én ludi nod va léy dugc hai ntra to. To1 da tao mot duong
rach ndm ngang dai muoi 1am phan gitta duong toc va 16ng may cia
Svetlana. Sau té1 tan xuong.

Mu gia loang choang lui lai va dirng yén.
Khong dau. Chua dau.

Céc vét rach ¢ tran khong bao gio de doa tinh mang ngay. Nhung
chay méu rat nhiéu. Sau vai gidy mau da tran xudng hai mat Svetlana. Lam
mu khong nhin dugc. Néu dang di giay, t61 da co thé giét mu ta ngay tai day
roi. Ha guc mu ta bé“mg mét don da vao hai dau géi, roi da cho dau mu ta
nhiin ra. Nhung t6i s& khong mao hiém xuong ban chan minh véi tam than
day thit cia mu ta. Mat kha ning di chuyén ciling khién toi chét nhanh nhu
vay.

T6i nhay lui lai.
Lila lao thang vao toi.

T6i day hong vé phia sau va né dudng cung vun vit tao nén bang ludi
dao cua co ta. Trai, phai. To1 cham vao btrc tuong phia sau. To1 tinh toan
thoi gian va doi cho t6i luc canh tay Lila nam ngang trude than co ta thi lién
xoay ngang ngudi, dung vai huc ¢ ta khién co ta bat vé phia sau. Toi quay
ngoat lai vé chd Svetlana dang vira ldo dao t6i lui vira ¢b lau mau khoi hai
mat. Toi dap cho canh tay cAm dao cta mu ta ving di, nhay toi dam mot
nhat vao c6 ¢ phan phia trén xuong don mu ta roi 1 lai.

ROi Lila chém tring toi.

Co ta da tim ra cach tiép can. Co ta dang cam chudi dao bang dau mut
ngon tay. CO ta lao vao dam. Toc co ta bay. Hai vai Lila nho vé trude. C6 ta
dang tim kiém moi wu thé nho nhoi c6 thé gianh dugc. C6 ta dung lai voi
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chan trude cung, gdp xuong thap, chui nguoi veé trude va dién cudng chém
vao bung to1.

Va chém tring.

Mot vét chém t&. Mot ¢ chém dién cuéng, lgc canh tay manh, ludi
dao sic nhu dao cao. Rat té. Mot vét céit chéo dai dudi rdn va trén dai chiée
quan 16t. Khong dau. Chua dau. Chi mot tin hiéu ngan gon la lung tir da toi,
cho t6i biét rang no khong con lién nhau toan bo.

T6i nging lai mot thoang. Khong tin néi. Roi t6i lam diéu t6i luon
lam khi ai d6 1am t61 b1 dau. T61 nhdy vao, khong phai nhay ra. Da cua Lila
d3 dua con dao cia cd ta di qua hong t6i. Ludi dao cta toi thip. Toi dam
dao theo thé ngugc tay vao dui ¢6 ta va rach mot vét sau, roi déy chan tru
phia sau va ding tay trai thoi mot ¢t vao mat Lila. Ngay chéc. Mot ¢t ddm
gay siing so, toan luc. C6 ta ban ra, toi lai nhay vé phia Svetlana. Mit cua
mu ta 1a chiéc mat na nhudm mau. Mu gia vung dao sang phai. ROi lai sang
trai. My ta mo ra so ho. Toi xong téi dAm xudng mot nhat vao phia trong
cang tay mu. Toi rach sau t6i tdn xwong. Mach mau, gan, day ching. Mu ta
rong 1én. Khong phai vi dau. Pau s& xuat hién sau. Hay 1a khong. My rong
1én vi s¢ hai, vi my da bi loai bo. Canh tay cua Svetlana da tré nén vo dung.
Tbi khién mu ta xo0ay vong b::flng mot don vao vai roi ddm mot ca vao than.
Lat muoi phan, voi mot ca lach hiém ac sang phia bén. Lam vay an toan.
Khu vuc d6 khong cé xuong suon nao. Khong c6 kha nang tring xuong va
lam ludi dao ket lai. R4t nhiéu méau luu thong qua hai than. T4t ca cac loai
mao mach. Hoi bat ky bénh nhan chay than ndo ma xem. MJi ngay tat ca
luong mau trong co thé mot ngudi luu thong qua hai than nhiéu lan. Nhiéu
don vi. Nhiéu lit. By gio trong truong hop cua Svetlana, mau s& chay vao
ma khong chay ra.

Mu ta sup gbi xudng. Lila dang c¢b gang hiéu moi chuyén. Mii c6 ta
d3 giy. Guong mit khong chut ti vét da bi hity hoai. C6 ta lao vao t6i. Toi
vO né sang trai roi di chuyén sang phai. Ching toi nhay nhét quanh

https://thuviensach.vn



Svetlana dang ¢ tu thé quy. Thanh mdt vong tron. Toi trd lai noi t6i da bat
dau roi ludn vao bép. Bude giita cac quay. Tam 1ay mot chiéc ghé cting ma
Svetlana da don vao. T6i dung tay trai ném chiéc ghé vao Lila. C6 ta né,
gap nguoi, chiéc ghé dap tring lung. Toi ra khoi bép, budc dén phia sau
Svetlana va tam lay toc, kéo giat dau ba ta vé phia sau. Nghiéng ngudi rach
dao quanh hong ba ta. T tai no sang tai kia. Cong viéc vat va, ngay ca voi
luGi dao tuyét voi cua hang Benchmade. T61 phai kéo, giat va cua. Co, md,
thit cing, day chang. Ludi thép co vao xwong. Nhiing 4m thanh nhu cta
nguoi bi lao tir khi quan bi cat ctia mu ta doi vao toi. Kho khé khot khet.
Mau phot 1€n thanh voi khi cac mach cua Svetlana bi cat dat. Phun ra tung
tée trudc mat mu. Mau ban vao buic tuong bén kia. Udt ddm tay t6i va lam
né tron tudt. Toi bo toc Svetlana ra va mu ta d6 vé phia truéc. Mdt mu ta
dap bup xudng van san.

T6i bude ra, thd ddc.

Lila nhin t6i, th¢ déc.

Can phong néng va bdc mui mau nhu mui cua dong.
To1 noi, “Mot da bi ha.”

C6 ta ndi, “Mot van con.”

T6i gat dau. “Trong cd vé tro gioi hon thay.”

Co ta nodi, “Ai bao toi la tro?”

Pui Lila dang chay nhiéu mau. C6 mét vét dit ngot & 16p quan bang
vai nylon den, mau dang chay xubng chin co ta. Mot chiéc gidy co ta ddm
mau. Chiéc quan 16t cia t6i ddm mau. Chuyén tir mau tring sang mau do.
T6i nhin xudng thdy méau dang phun ra tir co thé minh. Nhiéu méu. Toi té.
Nhung vét seo cii d3 ciru mang t6i. Vét thuong do manh bom & Beirut, tir
lau roi. Lop da trang 16i 1én do nhirng dudng chi khau MASH vung vé
cung, ndi cuc dd ham ludi dao cua Lila lai va khién n6 chéch huong. Néu
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khong c6 no, duoi vét rach sé dai hon va sau hon nhi€u. Sudét nhiéu nam to61
ctt cay cu chuyén bac si mo cap ctru cho to61 da lam an nhu me¢o mura.
Nhung gio thi t61 biét on vé chuyén do.

Cai miii gdy cua Lila bat dau chay mau. Mau chay xubng miéng, co ta
ho va khac nhd. Nhin xuéng san. Trong thay con dao cta Svetlana. N6 mac
gitra viing mau dang lan rong. Viing mau di bit dau dic lai. N6 dang ngdm
vao 1op san cii. Mau dang chay vao cac khe k€ cua san. Tay trai Lila cu
dong. Roi ding lai. Cai xudng nhit con dao cua Svetlana thi s& khién c6 ta
kém thé. Véi toi ciing twong tu. Toi con cach khau P220 mét rudi. C6 ta
cach bang dan mét rudi.

Con dau bat dau. Pau t61 quay cudong va kéu u u. Ap suat mau dang
giam.

Lila no1, “Néu 6ng yéu cau tu té, to1 s€ dé cho ong di.”
“To1 khong yéu cau.”

“Ong khong thé thang dugc dau.”

“Clr mo tiep di.”

“To1 san sang chién dau dén chét.”

“Co khong thé lua chon vé van dé nay. Quyét dinh d6 da duoc dua ra

“Ong co6 theé giét mot phu nir sao?”
“To1 vira mo1 lam doé thoi.”
“MOot ngudi nhu t61 a?”

“Pac bi¢t 1a mot ngudi nhu ¢b.”
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Lila khac lan nita va thé vat va qua dang miéng. Co ta ho. Co ta nhin
xuong chan minh. Co6 ta gat dau va noi, “Dugc r61.” C6 ta nhin to61 véi doi
mat sung sot.

To1 ding yén.

Co ta noi, “Néu y 6ng thyc su nhu vay thi ddy 1a noi ong lam viéc

ay.”

T6i gat dau. T6i mudn nodi thé that. VAy nén toi 1am viéc ay. Toi dang
yéu, nhung viéc ndy dé dang. Cai chan dang lam c6 ta di chuyén cham chap
hon. C6 ta thd khé khan. Xwong song mili cta co ta dd dap. Mau dang dong
lai & phia sau c6 c6 ta. Co ta hoa mét va choang vang, tir lic dinh don cua
t6i. Toi lay chiéc ghé thir hai trong bép va tan cong Lila. Bay gid khong co
gi chdng duoc sai tay cua toi. Voi chiée ghé, toi ddy Lila 1ui lai goc tudng
va cho c¢b ta nhan hai ct danh toi khi buéng dao ma guc xudng. Toi ngodi
xubng bén canh va siét ¢ Lila. Mot cach tir tir, boi toi dang xubng stc
nhanh chéng. Nhung t6i khong muén ding dao. Toi khong thich dao.

Sau d6 t6i bo tré lai bép va ria con dao Benchmade dudi voi nude.
ROi t6i dung phan ludi ngin cta nd dé cat chd bang dinh den thanh bing
chéo canh budm. Toi dung cac ngdn tay ép miéng vét thuong va lay bang
canh budm giir né lai. Mot d6 rudi. O bat ky cira hang ban do dung nao.
Trang bi thiét yéu. T61 chat vat mac lai quﬁn ao. To1 nhét cac thu tré vao
tai. To1 lai di giay vao.

ROi toi ng@)i Xuéng san. Chi mot phut. Nhung hoa ra lai 1au hon. Mot
nhan vién y té s& noi rang t6i ngat di. To6i thi thich nghi 1a minh d3 ngu.
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84

TOI TINH DAY TREN GIUONG BENH VIEN. Téi mic d6 bénh
nhan mau trang. Pong ho trong dau toi cho biét bay gid 1a 4 gio chiéu.
Mudi tiéng. Vi trong miéng t6i cho biét rang hau hét nhd co thude. O ngén
tay t6i co mot cai kep. N6 co day. Chac chan day duoc két ndi véi thiét bi
theo ddi cua y ta. Chac chian cai kep da phat hién ra kiéu thay d6i nao do
cua nhip tim bdi khoang mot phut sau khi to1 tinh day, ca mdt loat nguoi
kéo vao. M{t vién bac si, mot y ta, roi Jacob Mark, rdi Theresa Lee, roi
Springfield, va roi Sansom. Bac si 1a nir con y ta 1a nam.

Bac si lang xang di quanh chimg mot phut, kiém tra biéu d6, theo ddi
man hinh hién thi. R6i ¢6 ta cAm cb tay to1 kiém tra mach, viéc nay hoi thtra
khi moi1 loai cong ngh¢ hién dai déu nim trong tay c0 ta. Ri dé dap lai
nhitng cau hoi to6i chua dit ra, ¢ bao toi rang toi dang & trong bénh vién
Bellevue va tinh trang cta toi rat 6n. Ngudi trong phong cip clru cia cd da
vé sinh vét thuong, khau no lai, tiém day thuc chong nhiém trung, chéng
ubn van va truyén cho t6i ba don vi mau. C6 bao toi tranh nang nhic vat
ning trong mot thang. Roi co di khoi. Tay vy ta di ra cling c.

T6i nhin Theresa Lee ma hoi, “Chuyén gi di xay ra v6i anh thé?”
“Anh khong nho a?”
“Tat nhién 14 anh nhé. Nhung theo thong tin chinh thng thi thé nao?”

“Anh duoc tim thiy trén duong phd ¢ phia Pong Village. Mang vét
thuong do dao khong ré nguyén do. Chuyén 4y lic nao ciing co. Réi ho
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kiém tra doc chat va phat hién ra dau vét ctua thudc an than. Ho coi vu cua
anh nhu mot vu budn ma tuy khong thanh.”

“Ho c6 bao cho canh sat khong?”

“Em la canh sat day.”

“Anh dén khu Pong Village bang cach nao?”
“Anh khong dén. Bon em dwa anh toi thang day.”
“Bon em?”

“Em va ong Springfield.”

“Lam thé nao em tim ra anh?”

“Bon em xac dinh vi tri di¢n thoai di dong. Viéc d6 dua bon em to1
khu ay. Dia chi chinh x4c 13 y ctia ong Springfield.”

Springfield noi1, “Cach day hai muoi lam nam c6 mdt thu linh du kich
Hoi gido da cho chung toi biét vé thoi quen rat vé nhitng vi tri da bi bo.”

To1 hoi, “S€ co6 cao budc nguoc nao khong?”

John Sansom noi, “Khong.”

Pon gian 1a thé.

T6i ndi, “Ong chac chan chi? Trong cin nha 4y c6 chin cai xac.”

“Ngay bay gio ngudi cua Bd Qudc phong dang ¢ d6. Ho s& tuyén bd
rong rdi 13 khong co binh luan gi. Va ¢6 y tao nu cudi khinh bi. Puoc sap
dat dé moi nguoi tin la cong cua ho.”

“Gia sir gi6 do6i chiéu thi sao. Chuyén d6 doi khi xay ra. Ong biét
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ma.
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“V¢é hién truong to1 pham, n6 1a mot md 16n xon.”
“To1 da dé lai mau ¢ do.”

“0 @6 c¢6 nhiéu mau. N6 1a toa nha cii. Néu bat ky ai 1am xét nghiém,
ho ciing s& gap DNA ctia chudt, chi yéu thé.”

“Trén quan 40 toi c6 mau.”

Theresa Lee noi, “Bénh vién dot quﬁn 40 cta anh roi.”
“Tai sao?”

“Nguy co doc hai sinh hoc.”

“P6 méi tinh ma.”

“Uét siing mau. Khong ai mao hiém véi mau nira.”

“Céc van tay cua ban tay phai,” t61 noi. “Phia trong cac tay ndm ctra
sO va trén ctra thong 1én tang thuong.”

“Toa nha ay cii r61,” Sansom noi. “N¢6 s€ bi kéo d6 va xay dung lai
trudce khi gio doi chiéu.”

“Cac vo dan,” to1 noi.

Springfield noi, “Chuén dan cta B Quéc phong. Toi tin chic 1a ho
théy vui. C6 thé ho s& dé lot mot cai cho canh bao chi.”

“Ho van dang tim toi chr?”

“Khoéng. Thé thi chi t6 1am rdi bao cdo.”
“Cudc chién gianh lanh dia,” toi noi.
“R§ rang ho da gianh chién thang.”

T6i gat dau.
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Sansom hoi, “Chiéc USB dang ¢ dau?”

T6i nhin Jacob Mark. “Anh 6n cha?”

Anh dap: “Khong han.”

To1 nod1, “Anh s€ phai nghe mot $6 chuyén.”
Anh dap, “Puoc thoi.”

T6i chuyén sang tu thé ngdi. Khong dau chit ndo. Toi nghi co thé
minh dang day thudc giam dau. Toi co hai goi, tam chin, kéo diém 4o bénh
nhan 1én nhin vét throng. Khong thiy duoc. Nguoi toi bi quan kin bang gac
tir hong t6i tan 10ng nguc.

Sansom noi, “Anh da bao ching t61 rang anh c6 thé dua ching t61 dén
cach n6é nam mét.”

T6i lac dau. “Khong con thé nita. Thoi gian di troi qua. Chung toi sé
phai 1am diéu d6 bang cach ghi lai va lan theo qua trinh di chuyén.”

“Tuyét. Tu trude toi1 gio anh toan huyén thuyén voi ching té1. Anh
chang biét n6 dang ¢ dau.”

“Chiing ta biét hinh dang co ban cua no thé nao,” t6i néi. “Chung da
1én ké hoach sudt ba thang va thyc hién no trong tuan cudi ciing. Chung da
giy stc ép 1én Susan bang cach st dung Peter. Co Ay da 1ai xe tan tur
Annadale 1én déy, dinh vao mét vu tac duong dai t6i bon tiéng, coi nhu tir 9
gid toi dén 1 gid sang, va roi cd 4y dén Manhattan lac gan 2 gio sang. To6i
cho rang ching ta biét chinh xac khi ndo co ay ra khoi dudong ham Holland.
Thé nén diéu ching ta phai lam la lan nguoc lai va xac dinh chinh xac noti
co éy d4 bi méc ket lac nira dém.”

“Chuyén do co ich cho ta thé nao?”

“Bé1 vao lac nira dém c6 ay ném chiéc USB ra ngoai ctra s6 xe.”
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“Lam thé nao anh biét diéu ay?”
“Béi khi co éy td1, co éy khong mang theo dién thoai di dong.”

Sansom liéc Lee. Lee gat dau. Noi, “Chia khoa va mot chiéc vi. Chi
c6 thé. Cing khong o trong xe co ay. FBI d4 luu giit nhitng thir trong d6.”

Sansom noi, “Khdong phai nguoi nao cling dung dién thoai di dong.”

“Pung,” t6i noi. “T6i 1a ké nhu vay. Ké duy nhit trén thé gidi khong
co dién thoai di dong. Chéc mot nguoil nhu Susan phai c6 mot chiéc.”

Jacob Mark noi, “Chi ay ¢c6 mot chiéc.”
Sansom noi, “Thé thi sao?”

“Me con nha Hoth d3 ra t6i hau thu. Gan nhu chéc chin 1a luc nta
dém, néu Susan khong xuét hién, bon chung ra tay. Chung da de doa, va
chung thyc hién de doa d6. Va ching da ching minh diéu 4y. Chiing da giri
qua di¢n thoai mgt anh chup bé“mg dién thoai. Co thé 1a mot doan phim quay
tryc tiép. Peter nam trén phién da, vét md dai dau tién. Cudc doi Susan thay
ddi, mot cach rd rang, dang vao lac nra dém. Co éy vO vong voi vu tac
duong. Pién thoai di dong trong tay c¢6 Ay dot nhién trd nén khing khiép va
ndi loan. C6 4y ném nd ra ngoai cira s6 xe. Theo sau no 1a chiéc USB, von
1a biéu twong cho tt ca ric rdi cua cd Ay. Ca hai thtr van con nim do, trong
thung rac bén 1& duong I-95. Khong giai thich thém.”

Khong ai no1 gi.

To1 nod1, “Co 1€ ¢ dai phan cach lan xe. Susan s€ chon lan cho xe vuot
mot cach vo thic, bai khi d6 c6 ay dang voi. Ta dd c6 thé do vi tri chiée
dién thoai di dong, nhung t6i nghi gio thi qua muon roi. Pin s& hét sach.”

Im ling trong phong. Ca mot phat. Chi co tiéng ram ri va tiéng bip
bip cuia thiét b y té.
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Sansom noi, “Thé that dién r0. Me con nha Hoth di phai biét rang
chung dang méat quyén kiém soat chiéc USB ngay khi chung giri birc anh
qua dién thoai. Chung dang tir bo cong cu gay ap luc cua minh. Pang I€
Susan c6 thé l4i xe thang toi don canh sat.”

“Hai cu tra 16i,” toi n6i. “Me con nha Hoth da dién r6, theo mot kiéu
thi nhu vay. Chung 1a nhiig ké theo trao luu chinh théng. Chung c6 thé
dién vai cia minh trudc céng chung, song an dudi d6 thi véi chung hoan
toan 13 den hodc tring rd rang. Khong 13n 16n. Pe doa 1a de doa. Nua dém 1a
ntra dém. Nhung du sao rti ro vdi chung ciing rat nho. Ching c6 mot tén
bam theo Susan subt ca ching dudong. Han co6 thé ngin chin co iy di bao

29

tin.
“Ké nao?”

“Tén tht hai muoi. Toi khong nghi rang dén Washington 1a mot sai
sot cta chung. Khéng phai chiing 1& chuyén bay chuyén tiép & Istanbul. Do
1a thay d6i ké hoach vao phut chét. Chiing dot nhién nhan thay rang véi mot
viéc nhu thé nay ching cin mét tén ¢ khu Washington. Hodc nhiéu kha
nang hon 1a bén kia séng, & mot trong cac khu tap thé cia Lau Nam Géc.
Thé nén tén thir hai muoi di thang t6i d6. R6i hin bam theo Susan sudt
chang duong t&1 day. Sau nam hoac muoi xe, nhu cac ong lam. Moi chuyén
suon s¢, cho té1 khi duong tdc. Cach nim hodc muodi xe trong mgt vu tic
duong thi cling t¢ nhu tut lai ca dam. Tat ca bi quay kin, c6 1€ mot chiéc xe
thé thao 10n chin phia trude, chan tam nhin. Han khong thdy chuyén gi xay
ra. Nhung han van bam theo ¢6 4y. Han di & trén tau, mic 40 phong NBA.
T6i nghi hin trong quen quen, khi toi lai cham mat han. Nhung t6i khong
thé khang dinh diéu d6 boi toi d ban vao mat hin chi sau d6 mot phan tich
tac. Han be bét hét ca.”

Lai im ldng nira. R61 Sansom héi, “Vay Susan da ¢ dau lic nta
dém?”
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To1 noi, “C)ng suy luan ra di. Thoi gian, cu ly, tbc do trung binh. Hay
14y mot tAm ban do, thude ké, gidy va bat chi.”

Jacob Mark tir Jersey téi. Anh bat dau ndi vé cac canh sat tuan tra
duong cao toc anh biét, vé chuyén cac canh sat tuan tra dudng cao tée co
thé hd tro ra sao. Ho tuan tra dudng I-95 ca ngay 1an dém. Ho thudc nd nhu
long ban tay. Ho c6 camera giao thong. Nhitng hinh 4nh ghi lai cua ho c6
thé dam bao tinh chinh xac cho tinh toan trén gidy. Co quan quan Iy duong
cao tdc s& hop tac. Moi ngudi néi chuyén soi ndi. Ho ching dé tim gi toi
t6i. Toi nam xudng gbi va tat ca ho bat dau di ra ngoai. Nguoi ra sau cing
1a Springfield. Anh ta dimg lai & ngudng cira, quay lai hoi, “Ong cam thay
thé nao vé Lila Hoth?”

Toi ndi, “Toi thiy 6n.”

“That sao? Toi thi s& khong. Ong suyt bi hai phu nit xoi tai. D6 1a
viéc lam khong can than. Voi nhitng chuyén nhu vy, ong nén hodc thuc
hién cho dung hodc khong lam ti gi.”

“To1 khong c6 nhiéu dan.”

“Ong c6 ba muoi vién. L€ ra dng nén dung ché d§ ban tirng vién.
Nhiing loat ban ba vién li€n quan dén su gian dit. Ong da dé cam xuc chi
phoi. To1 da canh bao 6ng vé chuyén do ro1.”

Anh ta nhin t6i ca mot gidy, gwong mat khong biéu 16 gi. Ro6i anh ta
budc ra hanh lang va t6i khong bao gio trong thay Springfield nira.

Hai gio sau Theresa Lee trd lai. Co cAm theo mot thi dung khi mua
sam. Lee bdo toi rang bénh vién mubn sir dung givong nén NYPD s& dua
to61 vao mot khach san. C6 da mua quﬁn ao cho t61. Co cho to1 xem. Giay,
tat, quén jean, quﬁn dui 16t, so mi, tat ca hét nhu nhirng mén ma nguoi cua
phong cap ciru da dét bo. Poi giay, tat, quan jean va quan 16t déu dep. Chiée
so mi thi ky la. N6 1am bang chét ¢6 tong xo mém, trang. Néu soi bang kinh
hién vi thi n6 gan nhu chét 16ng. N6 chat, 1a loai dai tay. Co ba clic & cd.

https://thuviensach.vn



Trong giéng nhu 4o ba 16 da 16i mbt. Mic vao 1a toi trong giong nhu 6ng
ndi minh day. Hoac nhu moét tho dao vang ¢ California hdi nam 1849.

“Cam on em,” to1 noL.

Lee bao toi rang nhitng ngudi khac dang danh vat véi tro tinh toan.
C6 bao rang ho dang tranh ludn vé tuyén duong Susan st dung dé di tir
Turnpike t6i duong ham Holland. Ngudi dan dia phwong st dung duong tat
xuyén qua cac phd trén mat dat ma néu dya trén cac bién chi duong thi co
ve la sai.

To1 nodi1, “Susan khong phai nguoi dia phuong.”

Lee dong y. C6 c6 cam nhan rang Susan s€ dung tuyén duong dugc
chi dan rd rang.

RO1 ¢6 noi, “Ho s€ khong tim dugc buc anh, anh biét day.”
T61 no1, “Em nghi thé ha?”

“0, ho s& tim thay chiéc USB, cai d6 thi chac roi. Nhung ho s& noi
rang khong thé doc dugc dir li€u cta no, hodc n6 da bi xe chen, hong hay
v0 nat, hodc rot cudc trong d6 chang co6 gi xau xa ca.”

To1 khong tra 101.

“Tin di€u ay di,” Lee ndi. “Em biét cac chinh tri gia, va em biét chinh

29

phu.
ROi ¢6 hoi, “Anh cam thiy thé nao vé Lila Hoth?”
T6i nodi, “Noi chung lai thi anh thay an han vé phuong phap da ap

dung lac trén tau. V&i Susan. Anh uéc gi anh da cho co ay thém vai ga

29

nira.

“Em sai. C6 ay khong thé vuot qua no1 chuyén ay.”
y .
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“Nguoc lai,” to61 néi. “Trong xe co éy c6 mot chiée tit chr?”
Lee nghi vé nhitng thtr FBI d thu gitr. Gat dau.

“Sach phai khong?” t61 hoi.

“Vang,” co dap.

“Vay thi hay nghi vé luc Susan bat dau chuyén di. Co Ay dang trai qua
mot con 4c mong. Nhung cd Ay khong biét chinh xac né té hai dén c¢& nao.
Co 4y khong thé tin ndi rang né té nhu co ay da nghi ngo. C6 18 tat ca la
mot trd dua ac hay mdi de doa khong co that. Hay mot ca lira. Nhung ¢6 y
khong chic. C6 Ay mic nhitng d6 ¢6 Ay mic khi di 1am. Quan den, 40 canh
trang. Co dy dang hudng vé mot tinh huéng khong 1 rang trong mot thanh
phé té hai to 16n xau xa. Ban than c6 ay 13 phy nit, song ¢ Virginia, da phuc
vu quan d6i nhiéu nim. Vay nén cd iy mang theo stng. C6 1& nd van con
quan trong chiéc tat, nhu co ay da cat nd trong ngin kéo. Co 4y bo nod vao
tai. C6 Ay ra khoi nha. C6 4y ket trong dam tic duong. Co ay goi dién. Co
khi nha Hoth goi c¢6. Ching s& khong lang nghe. Chung cudng tin va la
ngudi nudc ngoadi. Chung sé& khong hiéu. Ching nghi su cb tic duong 1a
chuyén khong thé théng cam duoc.”

“Ro1 ¢6 ay nhan dugc thong di€p lac nra dém.”

“Va ¢ ay thay doi. Van dé 1a c6 ay c6 thoi gian dé thay d6i. Co ay
mac ket trong dam tic duong. C6 4y khong thé thoat ra. Co ay khong thé
dén gap canh sat. Co 4y khong thé lao xe vao mdt budng dién thoai voi toc
d6 chin muoi dim mot gid. C6 Ay da mac ket. Co Ay phai ngdi d6 ma suy
nghi. Khong 16i ndo khac. Va co ay di t6i mot quyét dinh. C6 Ay sé& tra thu
cho con trai minh. C6 4y vach ra ké hoach. C6 4y 1ay khau sung khoi chiéc
tat. Cham cham nhin né. C6 nhin thay chiéc 40 khoac cii mau den ném ¢
ghé sau. C6 khi n6 dd nam ¢ d6 tir mua dong. C6 Ay mudn dd téi mau. Co
ay mic n6 vao. Rét cude dong xe ciing di chuyén. C6 tiép tuc lai xe t6i New
York.”
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“Con vé ban danh sach?”

“Co ay la ngudi binh thuong. Co khi chuan bj dé giét mot ké khac
cling tao ra nhitng cam xac hét nhu dang chuan bi dé giét ban than minh.
Do 1a viée ¢o ay dang lam. C6 Ay dang leo 1én lung cop. Nhung c6 4y van
chua thue su 16n t6i d6. Anh d3 chen ngang vao viéc cua ¢d 4y qua som.
Thé nén c6 dy bo cudc. Co Ay tim dudng khac dé thoat ra. C6 18 tau téi phd
59 thi c6 4y méi san sang.”

“Co 4y khong tham gia tran ddu d6 van tét hon.”

“Co 1& danh thi co6 4y thang roi. Lila mong cho co ay lay ra tht gi d6
tir ti 40 hodc tai xach ctia c¢o dy. S& c6 mot thir gdy ngac nhién.”

“Co ay c6 mot khau sting luc. Bon chiing c6 t&i1 hai muoi hai ngudi.”

T6i gat dau. “Chéc chin co 4y s& chét. Nhung c6 thé co Ay duoc chét
mot cach toai nguyén.”

Mot ngay sau Theresa Lee trd lai khach san thim t6i. Co bao toi rang
Sansom da khoanh vung mot khu co thé 1a muc tiéu dai chung ntra dam, co
quan quan 1y duong cao téc bang Jersey da cach ly khu vuc ndy bang cac
thung mau cam. Sau khi tim kiém ba gio, ho théy dién thoai di dong cua
Susan. Mot gidy sau, cach d6 hon mot mét, ho tim théy chiéc USB.

No da bi xe chen qua. N6 da nat bét. Khong thé doc duoc.

Hom sau toi roi New York. Toi di vé phia Nam. Subt hai tuan sau d6
t6i bi am anh boi nhitng gi c6 thé di xuat hién trong btic anh 4y. Toi nghi ra
du loai phong doan, mot s6 lién quan t&i nhitng vi pham luat 18 Hoi gido vé
mat k¥ thuat, mot s6 lién quan td1 loai vat da dugc thuan hoa. Pan xen vai
nhimg canh tudng tugng day khing khiép tir can 1éu ¢ thung ling Korengal
l1a hinh anh cu danh vao mat Lila Hoth ctr 1dp di 1dp lai khong ngung. Ca
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danh thang bang tay trai, tiéng v& cia xuwong va sun dudi nim dam cuia toi.
Dung nhan bi hay hoai. Canh tuong 4y lién tuc lip lai trong oc toi. Toi
khong biét vi sao. T6i chi ddm c6 ta bang dao va sau d6 t6i bop co ¢o ta,
hau nhu t6i chang thé nhé ndi nhitng hanh dong y. C6 1& danh phu nir 1a di
nguoc voi cac gia tri trong tiém thire cta t6i. D6 1a diéu hoan toan phi logic.

Nhung rét cudc nhimg hinh anh d6 nhat nhoa dan, toi tré nén chéan cai
viéc tuong tugng canh Osama bin Laden gioi diéu khién dam dé cia ga.
Qua mdt thang t6i dd quén tat ca. Vét thuong cia toi da lanh, vét seo mong
va trang. Cac duong khau gon va nhé xiu. Phan co thé dudi cua t6i gidng
nhu minh hoa trong sach gido khoa: chd nay 1a cach nén thyuc hién theo, chd
kia 1a cach khong nén thuc hi¢n. Nhung t61 khong bao gio quén nhiing
duong khau xudt hién som hon, vung vé hon d3 ctru mang minh. Nhan nao
qua éy. Mot két qua co loi, tir vu chiéc xe bom & Beirut, dugc 1én ké hoach,
tra tién va 1ai t6i d6 boi nhitng ké nguoi ta khong biét.

(L]

1 dam x4p xi 1,6 km.

L2l Michael R. Bloomberg, thi truéng hién nay cia New York, 1a mdt nguoi sang 1ap va so hiru
88% co phan ctia cong ty Bloomberg L.P. Ong ty md ti minh 1a mot hanh khach thuong xuyén cia
tau dién ngdm New York.

] National Basketball Association: Hiép hoi bong rd qudc gia My.

4 Chudi cira hang ban 1& dd dién tu, dién thoai, may tinh... rat phé bién & My.
2] Xép xi 2,54 cm. Mot phan tam inch bang khoang 0,3 cm.

Lo] New York Police Department: S¢ Canh sat thanh ph New York.

z Special Weapons & Tactics: Doi Chién thuét va Vii khi Dac biét.

18] Robert E. Lee (1807-1870), mot tudng quan su kiét xuét cua phe Lién bang thoi Noi chién
My.

= Dé cap dén tranh cii tir viée dich kinh thanh tir tiéng Hebrew. Kinh thanh tiéng Hebrew ding

tir “almah”, c6 nghia 1a ngudi phu nit thanh nién. Sau nay cac hoc gia Do Thai dich sang kinh Cuu
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udc lai dung tir “bethulah”, c6 nghia 14 trinh nit. Do d6 néu dich theo Sdch tién tri Isalah tiéng
Hebrew gdc sang tiéng Anh thi Dirc me Maria 13 ngudi phu nit thanh nién, chi khong phai dong

trinh.
[10] :
Ngon ngir Do Thai.

11 ,
L] Mot thii tuc khi bt giit ngudi & My.
(12]

Mot loai thé c6 gia tri nhu gidy chimg minh va gidy phép lao dong, cip cho cong dan cac

nuéc tai My.

[13]

Federal Bureau of Investigation: Cuc Diéu tra Lién bang My.

14
L14] Central Intelligence Angency: Cuc Tinh bao Trung wong My.

15
] Defense Intelligence Angency: Cuc Tinh bao Quan déi My.

16
L1e] District of Comlumbia: Thu d6 Washington (phén biét vi bang Washington).
[17] _

Cuy ly khoang 21,2 km.

~ " Luat nhdm ngdn chin va tiéu diét chi nghia khing bé do My ban hanh sau khi xay ra su
kién 11/9/2011. Nhitng ngudi phan ddi cho rang lut nay trao cho chinh phu qua nhiéu quyén trong
viéc theo ddi cong dan.
[19] .
Non-commissioned officer: s quan chua phong ham.
(20] .
Nghia: Cong ty Pam bao va Chac chan.
[21

Chudi cira hang lam dai 1y ban 1, cung cép cac dich vu nhu chuyén hang, in 4n, sao chup,

Xuét ban...
" Mot trung tAm huan luyén ciia quan doi My nam ¢ bang Alabama.

23
23] Tam dich: Cyc Nhan lyc, B6 Tu 1énh bd binh My.
(24]

Mot thanh phé & bang New York, ndi tiéng nhét v6i dai hoi nhac rock to chirc vao gitra
thang 8/1969.
[25

= Los Angeles Police Department: S& Canh sat Los Angeles.

26 o 5 .
[26] Margaretha Geertruida (1876-1917): mét vii nit va di€p vién noi tiéng vé my nhan ke, bi
Phap xir ban do lam gian diép cho Dirc trong Thé chién Thir nhat.

(27]

Mot can ctr dong & Bac Carolina.
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Ma tong dai két noi cac cudc goi, c6 thé nhicu khu vue st dung mdt ma tong dai.

29
~ Jack-khong tén dém-Reacher.

(30]
[31]

Chudi khach san binh dan My.

Mot loai d6 dn nhanh, 1am tir banh mém nhu banh mi nuéng rdi dé ngudi va kep nhan (tuy

chon).

[32]

" Co quan An ninh Lién bang cua Lién X6 (cQ).

33
= National Security Agency: Co quan An ninh Lién bang Hoa Ky.

34 . L .
[34] Mot tap chi kinh té ctia Anh, n6i tiéng khap the gioi.

35
[33] Distinguished Service Medal: Huan chuong Thanh thich Pac biét, 1a huan chuong cao quy
nhét trao ting cho quin nhan vi nhitng hanh dong phuc vu dang khen thudng khong lién quan dén

tham gia chién tran.

36 .
3¢] Distinguished Service Cross: Huan chuong Chit thap Anh diing, cap cao thir nhi, dugc trao

cho thanh vién quan lyc Hoa Ky do hanh dong gan da quén minh trong lac chién dau voi luc luong

dich c6 vii trang.

37 . .

= Institutional memory: tap hop céac dir ki¢n, khai niém, kién thirc... mang tinh tip thé do mot
nhém ngudi ndm gii.

[38]

Sea, Air & Land Team: Luc lugng Hai cau, doi hanh dong dic biét ctia Hai quan Hoa Ky,

hoat ddng trén can, trén khong va dudi mat nudce.

39 . .
[39] Pao luat Lend-Lease do Tong thong My Franklin Roosevelt ky thang 3/1941, theo d6 My

cung cap vii khi, trang bi va nhiéu loai vat chit cho khbi Pong minh trong Thé chién thir hai véi danh
nghia cho vay, cho thué.

[40]

Tir dong am: Gorilla (dudi woi) va guerilla (du kich).

41] . 3 o
Thtc an Trung Qudc st dung nhi€u bot ngot, c6 mot thoi gian duge cho 1a nguyén nhan

gdy ra hoi ching “Chinese restaurant syndrom”, mét kiéu di tmg v&i bot ngot.

421 . . . .
“Pi giay cua nguoi khac” con ham y “dat minh vao hoan canh cta ngudi khac”.
~ Loi canh bao dwogc canh sat thong bao cho nghi pham hinh sy ngay khi bi bét giit hoic
trong tinh trang bi giam gitt: “Anh c¢6 quyén giit im ling. Bat ctr diéu gi anh noi c6 thé va s& duoc sir

dung dé chong lai anh trudc tda 4n. Anh c6 quyén ndi chuyén véi ludt su, va c6 ludt su hién dién
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trong qué trinh xét hoi. Néu anh khong thé thué luat su, anh van s& dugc cung cap mot ludt su bang
ngudn tai chinh cta chinh phu.”

[44]
[45

~ CSI: Crime Scene Investigation.

Tén nhan vat 1a Reacher, “reach” nghia la tam tay, tdm voi.
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