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NHAN VAT
(Trong ngodc la so tudi cua nhan vat tinh dén thang 7/1987)

. HIRYU SOICHI (34 tu6i), nhan vat ‘t6i’, hoa si.

. HIRYU KOYO (da mat), cha Soichi.

. HIRYU MIWAKO (da mat), me Soichi.

. IKEO SAWAKO (54 tudi), em gai Miwako, me nudi Soichi.

. TSUJII YUKIHITO (28 tu6i), em ho xa caa Soichi, nha van, khach tro Luc Anh Trang.
. KURATANI MAKOTO (26 tudi), nghién citu sinh, khach tro Luc Anh Trang.

. KIZUGAWA SHINJO (52 tuéi), nhan vién mét xa, khach tro Luc Anh Trang.

. MIZUJIRI DOKICHI (68 tudi), quan ly Luc Anh Trang.

. MIZUJIRI KINE (61 tudi), vg 6ng Dokichi.

. KAKEBA HISASHIGE (34 tubi), ban thoi tho du cta Soichi, trg gidng dai hoc.
. MICHIZAWA KISAKO (21 tudi), sinh vién dai hoc.

. SHIMADA KIYOSHI (38 tu6i), ban cua Soichi.
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Hudng Bac

B: Phong tdm
T: Phong vé sinh

Q: Ma no canh

https://thuviensach.vn



Mo pAu
Thu cua Shimada Kiyoshi

Gui cdu Hiryu Soichi,

Cdch day mdy hom, t6i nhan dugc thu ctua bdc gdi, cho biét cdu da binh
phuc va ra vién. That mung vi khong con gi dang ngai nira.

T6i rdt muén dén tdn noi dé chiic mirng cdu khoéi bénh, nhung do virdng
bdn nhiéu viéc nén khéng di duoc. Thay vao do, to6i danh viét birc thu nay,
mong cdu lugng thit cho.

Ai chdng muén tuéi xanh con mdi, thé ma tinh dén thang Nam vtra roi, toi
cting dd 38 tudi roi. Quen biét cdu tir ndm 22 tudbi, dén nay dd muoi sdu ndm
troi! bung nhv nguoi xva thuong noi, thoi gian vut troi twva bong cdu qua
ctra so.

Cho dén gio, t6i van chua két hon, lai chdng co viéc lam én dinh. Chdc la
sém muén gi téi ciing phdi ké thitra gia nghiép, tréng nom ngdi chua ctua gia
dinh, nhung gio cha t6i con khée manh minh man, chua cé y dinh lui vé nghi
ngoi. T6i ma phan nan thém vé cong viéc thi thé nao ciing bi troi phat mat.

Khéng lam gi thi lai nay ddy mai do, dinh vao nhitng sw vu khéng can
thiét, cudi cung bi ngudi ta xi xao nday no. Cht yéu la tai t6i ban tinh to mo,
dén gio van chua stta dugc. Ma théi, dau sao téi tin rdang, khi nhiéu tudi
hon, chdc sé dan dan kiém ché dugc phdn nao.

Thdng Tw ndm nay, t6i lgi tinh co viedng vao mét vu hét sitc bat ngo. Do
la dn mang xdy ra trong mét toa nha co6 tén Mé Lo Qudn, ndm & ria thén T,
trén bdn ddo Tango. Vu viéc nay dugc gidi truyén théng duwa tin ram rd, cé
lé cau ciing biét roi.

biéu bdat hanh la hai ba ndm nay, mdy noi t6i viéng thdm déu xdy ra
nhifng ca tuong tu.

Cw* nhu thé t6i dugc Than Chét chiéu cé... A, khéng phdi. Téi cho ring
khéng phdi Than Chét chiéu co toi, ma chiéu c6 dén mdy toa ‘Qudn’, tat ca
déu la tdac phdm ctia cung mét vi kién truc s.
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Chdc cdu con nhé cdu chuyén toi ké vao mua thu ndm ngodi, khi dén
bénh vién tham cdu chwr?

Chinh la cdu chuyén vé éng kién truc su Idp di Nakamura Seiji, vé nhitng
toa nha ky qudi ma 6ng ta xdy dung & rdt nhiéu noi trén dat nudc, cung
nhitng vu dn gan lién véi chiing.

Thoi diém tham cdu la ngay sau vu Thiy Xa Qudn ¢ Okayama nén tam
trang tbi c6 phan phdn khich, chdang dé y minh dang ngéi trong vién nira, ci?
huyén thuyén suét. Ciing bdi cdu dang dudng bénh, bi cdm doc sdch nén
khong khéi buobn té, cdu lai quen Fujinuma Issei va Fujinuma Kiichi con trai
ong dy, nén ty nhién t6i mdi néi nhiéu nhw vay.

Bdy gio, xem chirng cdu ciing khd hitng thi véi 6ng Nakamura Seiji va
nhirng ‘tdc pham’ dé. Cung la nguoi lam nghé thudt, qua nhién rdt dé déng
cdam, nhi?

Ma nhdn tién, cdu bdt dau vé tranh lai r6i phdi khéng?

Mong cdu hdy quén di nhitng diéu khéng vui va tiép tuc sdang tdac. T hoi
con di hoc, t6i dad rdt thich tranh cdu vé. Du khéng am hiéu hoi hoa nhung
to6i van nhdn ra sw hdp dan ddc biét cua chiing. Ching cé sitrc hit ky la
chdng khdc gi bitc Muén van do dnh cua Fujinuma Issei ma tbi titng dugc
chiém ngudng ¢ Thuy Xa Quan.

Thu trot viét lan man dai dong, mong cdu thong cam. Toi dinh thu xép dé
dén tham cdu mot ngay gan day.

Néu cdu can gi, ct? cho tbi biét, ding ngai. Toi rat vui néu gitip duoc cdu.

Xin tam dung but ¢ day.

Cho toi guti 101 hoi tham bac gai nhé!

Tran trong.

Thir Ba, ngay 30 thang Sau nam 1987

Shimada Kiyoshi
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Toi dén Kyoto vao mot budi chiéu thit Sau, ngay mung 3 thang Bay.

b3 hét thang Sdu ma mua mwa am wét van chra c6 dau hiéu cham dit.
Hom nay cling vdy, mua ra rich roi xuoéng tt bau troi u am nang triu may
den.

Hai bén duwong, nhitng toa cao 6c cli méi dan xen, san sat bén nhau. Phia
xa la nti non nhdp nhé xam xit. Con dudong c6 vé qua hep béi xe cd chen
chic. Tredc nha ga la mot ngon thap cao mau trang c6 vé lac 10ng. Nhin qua
ctra s6 phu swong ctia toa tau, khung canh trong nhw mot bé phim hoat hinh
tinh vat mo ao.

Thanh pho sao ma u &m néang neé!

Moi chi tiét that trai v6i ty nhién. C6 1€ do dam muwa lau ngay nén dan dan
mat di strc song.

Dién mao hinh thanh bdi mua va khi hau la dn twgng dau tién cua toi vé
c6 do nay.

Toi da tirng dén Kyoto, rat lau tredc day. Lau dén do toi gan nhw da quén
hét... T6i khong nhé khi dy la mua nao, nhung ding lic dat chan tdi thi troi
cling mua lam tham nhu hom nay.

“Con mua dang ghét...” Ma no6i. Trong chiéc Kimono kasuri mau be, ma
dwa khan tay 1én lau nhitng giot mo6 hoi 1am tam trén tran. “Soichi, chiing ta
di tac xi chi¥? Con thay trong nguoi thé nao?”

To6i hay bi say tau xe, nhat la tau héa. Lén tau cao toc tir Shizuoka, vira di
qua Nagoya t6i da thay rudt gan nhon nhao hét ca.

“Con khong sao.” T6i khé dap, r6i xach hanh ly 1én, nhwng van hoi loang
choang gitta dong ngudi voi va chen nhau bwdc tdi cau thang.

Ra khoi nha ga, t6i lai ngang nhin troi.

Mua nang hat hon. Tiéng mwa roi khong ngirng, lan trong tiéng huyén nao
xung quanh. Ma bao con mua dang ghét, nhung toi lai cam on nhitng am
thanh cua no.

Co do. Kyoto.
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Thanh pho noi cha téi sinh ra, cling 1a noi 6ng mat.

Tuy nhién, t6i chang c6 chit cdm xtc nao.

Ca Tokyo, noi t6i song may nam hoi dai hoc hay nhitng thanh pho toi
tirng ghé tham, réi Shizuoka la noi t6i chao doi, déu chwa tirng khién t6i nay
sinh tinh cdm quyén luyén.

Thanh ph6 luon la thanh pho, thanh phé nao chang giong thanh pho nao,
chi 1a noi quy tu v6 s6 ngudi khong quen biét, va chwa bao gio ¢6 kha nang
an Ui vo vé toi. Ludn luon nhw thé. Lic nao cling thé.

“Soichi.”

T6i dang ditng nguyén tai chd, ngwdc nhin troi thi ma cat tiéng, lo lang
héi.

“C6 chuyén gi vay? Con van thdy khé chiu phai khong?”

Ké tir mua hé nam ngodi cho dén gitta thang trudc, téi c6 van dé vé stc
khée va phéi nam vién dai ngay. Co6 1€ vi thé ma tir ltc xuat vién, ma van lo
cho t6i mai.

“A, con khong sao ca.” T6i chdm cham l4c dau, mim cudi nhin déi mét
dai, thanh td ctia nguwdi phu nit nhé nhan. “Con van hinh thwong. Cho do tac
xi... A, & bén kia. Chiing ta di th6i, ma!”

Pay la thanh pho noi cha toi sinh ra.

Thanh pho noi cha t6i qua doi.

Cha t0i tén la Hiryu Koyo, qua doi cu6i nam ngodi & tudi 62. Lan gan
nhat hai cha con gap mat la khi nao nhi? Hai mwoi lam nam truéc? Khong,
c6 1é con lau hon thé.

Hinh déang, giong ndi cda cha, téi khong nhé ndi nita.

Trong ky @c xa x6i chi con mdt diéu rd rét, la anh mat gid lanh cua ong
khi nhin con trai minh.
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Cho do6 tén la Kitashirakawa, thudc quan Sakyo, nam cach ga Kyoto
khodng ntra gi® tau chay. Tt khu phd 16n c6 tén Shirakawa di vao trong
ndi, ré vai lan la sé ti noi. Nghe ta vay, nhung vGi mot nguwdi khong
thong thudc Kyoto nhw t6i thi van chwa hinh dung noéi vi tri, chi 10 mo
cam thdy Kitashirakawa sé ¢ chan nui, xa ph6é phuong.

Chung t6i di gitta con pho yén tinh ém a.

Mat dwong hoi doc, hai bén la nhitng bitrc twong dat hodc hang rao trai
dai. Nha nao cling dugc xay cat trén mot dién tich vo cung rong rai. Gan nhw
khong nghe thdy tiéng 6n ao ti* nhitng con pho 16n. Cé 18 vi troi mwa nén
cling khéng thay bong dang tré con n6 dua ngoai duong.

“Cho nay kha on day chit?” Ma givong 6 che cho t6i khi t6i budc xuéng
tac xi va hoi. “Vira yén tinh, vira tién giao thong.”

Mua da ng6t, nhitng hat mwa 1at phat bay theo gié trong nhw lan swong
trang mo ao.

“Vao di!” Ma dan duong, “Bén nay.”

Du mé khong néi, toi cling biét 1a bén nao. O khoang tréng giita hang rao
son tra xanh tot 1a cai cong da, trén tru cong gan tam bién da phai mau, viét
ch¥ ‘Hiryu’.

Bén trong la ng6i nha mot tang kiéu Nhat rat cdi.

Han da 1au khong c6 ai quét don san vuon, cé6 dai moc um tum dudi
nhitng tan cay. L6i di 1at da xdm chay vao tan ctta nha, nhin qua khe hé gitra
canh 14 anh dao sé thay 16p voi quét twong da nga mau vang. Mai ngdi den si
am wat, anh 1én loang loang. Ca khu nha trong c¢ nhw bam vao dat va dang
cua quay.

Ma dwa 6 cho t0i cam ro6i vao truwde, qua 16i di lat da. Khi toi budc dén
thém thi 0 khoéa ctta chinh da duwgc mé ra.

“Pat hanh ly xudng di.” Ma vira néi vira day canh ctra lua sang mot bén.
“Chung ta phai sang nha tro chao bac Mizujiri da.”
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Budc qua cita, chi thay t6i om. Nha ctta theo kién tric kiéu nay thwong
am u, thiéu anh sang.

Nén dat cho tién sanh rat rong va toi phai ton kha nhiéu thoi gian mdi
quen dugc v6i khong gian trong ténh d6. Tan mat trong bong toi den dac la
thi? mui &m moc dac treng ctia nhitng ngdi nha c6 nién dai qua lau.

Neén dat tiép tuc chay sau vé phia bén phai.

Chinh dién va bén trai, c6 hai bo ctta lua mau trang déng im im.

T6i di qua khodng trong toi tam, kéo canh ctra lta & chinh dién. Bén trong
la mot phong nho, trong tron, khong c6 do dung nao.

Cha t6i da tirng & cai noi am u, thiéu anh sang nay sao?

T6i quang chiéc tii du lich vao phong, r6i 1ap titc quay ra, nhu dé tranh
anh nhin cda cha, nguwdi da chang con trén thé gian nay nita. Bang lic ay...

Hai chan bong mém nhiin, t6i suyt hét vang lén.

“Pay la...”

MGt céi bong ditng lu lu canh bitc twong bén phdi ctta chinh, kha khuét,
trong nha lai tdi qua nén dén lic nay t6i mGi nhan ra.

D6 la mot phu nit, c6 1€ la mot co gai tré.

T6i doan con tré, can c vao nhitng dwong cong trén than thé ay. Nguoi
dong dong cao, voc dang can doi, bd nguc day dan, eo thon.

Chi hiém, 6 ta khong c6 mat.

Tuy van c6 dau, nhung khong cé téc, mat, miii hay mom. Ngoanh nhin vé
phia t6i la mot khuén mat trang nhot, phang dudt, khong c6 chat 16i 10m
nao.

Va...

Than thé khong manh vai cia c6 ta... lai mat han mot canh tay. Nhitng
dwong cong mém mai ty nhién ‘dt’ mot cach rat thiéu ty nhién.

“... Mano canh a?”

Co ta khong phai nguwoi song, ma la mét hinh nhan. Tao hinh nhw ma no
canh trong tu kinh cua tiém thoi trang hodc cra hang bach hoa.

“Tai sao & day lai c6 thi nay a?”

Ma dang ditng & ctra, lién gidi thich, “D¢ la hinh nhan cha con lam.”

“Hinh nhan... cha con lam?”
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“Pung vay. Trong nha con rat nhiéu noi bay hinh nhan kiéu nay nita.”

Ma ditng ngugc sang, nén toi khong nhin rd vé mdt cua ba.

“Tai sao cha con lai lam nhitng th® nay?”

“Ma ciing chiu, khong biét tai sao.”

Hiryu Koyo cha t6i, ti'ng la diéu khac gia va hoa si n6i tiéng. Toi biét it
nhiéu vé 6ng, nhung & vai tro ‘nghé si Hiryu Koyo’ chit khong phai vai tro
mot nguoi cha.

Hiryu Koyo sinh ndm 1924 tai Kyoto. Ong quyét ¥ trd thanh hoa si, trai
vOi tam nguyén cua cha minh, doanh nhan Hiryu Takenaga.

Nam 1949, Hiryu Koyo 25 tudi, roi Kyoto dén Shizuoka dinh cu va lay
vo ¢ d6. Bén khi 6ng ndi qua doi, 6ng méi vé Kyoto va tiép tuc sang tc.

Vé diéu khac, Koyo dung nguyén liéu truyén thong, sang tac theo 106i trtvu
twong. Vé hoi hoa, s& trudng cia 6ng 1a vé tinh vat véi biit phap tinh té. Ong
ghét giao du, ngay ca cac doi tac cling coi 6ng la nguwdi 1ap di. Tuy nhién,
hoa si vé tranh do anh Fujinuma Issei ¢ thanh pho Kobe lai la ban chi cot
cua ong.

DPay la lan dau tién t6i nghe néi Hiryu Koyo lam hinh nhan, lai con la hinh
nhan kiéu ma no canh. N6 qua xa la véi thu phap va xu huéng nghé thuat
cua ong.

Tt khi nao va tai sao Hiryu Koyo lai tao ra nhitng thit nay?

Ma c6 1€ tai t6i hiéu biét chwa da vé nha diéu khac Hiryu Koyo cling nén.
T6i von khong biét nhiéu vé 6ng, nhat la hon mwdi nam qua, khi bat dau
nhan ra vi tri cia minh déi vd&i Hiryu Koyo, t6i cang cd kiém ché, khong
nghi dén 6ng nita.

Du ¢ tu cach con trai 6ng hay tw cach mot hoa si binh thuong.

“Soichi, di nao! Lan dau tién con dén day, tot nhit nén ra ngoai dao mot
vong.” Ma thic giuc khi thay t6i ditng do ra.

Toi thoi nhin than hinh cut tay khong manh vai ctia c6 gai va budc ra theo
101 ma.
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Ra khdi cong, ré trai roi di tiép.

Men theo hang rao son tra trai dai dén tan goc xa cta khu dat, téi cho
ngoat sé gap mot cai cong da giong hét ban nay, day la 16i vao nha tro.

T&m bién gb cii ki treo & cong viét tén khu nha: Luc Anh Trang.

Trén cung bac thém da rong la mot cong trinh kién triic khién toi rat kinh
ngac. Khac han ng6i nha cii kiéu Nhat vira r6i, d6 la m6t ngdi nha hai tang
kiéu Tay dién hinh.

Twong ngoai la nhitng tdm van g6 son mau xam. Mai nha phu day réu
xanh. Nhin ttr chinh dién thi thdy ban c6ng tang hai rat rong, dam day leo
xanh t6t bAm day lan can va canh ctta 16n kiéu Phap. Dich thyc 1a mot trang
vién xanh.

Ngoai san trong anh dao va phong, 14 canh ram rap 6m tron ngoi nha vao
long. Cay c6i trong nhu da lau khong dwgc thg lam veon xén tia cham séc,
nhung khong co vé gi la bi bo hoang. Trai lai, né cho ta cam giac co cay tha
sttc sinh s6i va la mot phan khong thé thiéu cua noi day, hét nhw cam nhan
vlra ndy cua toi vGi ngoi nha chinh.

Khu nha nay voén la ctia 6ng noi t6i, Hiryu Takenaga.

Sau khi tiép nhan thira ké, cha to6i chuyén vé day sinh song va lam viéc
nhung trén thue té, ong chi st dung ngdi nha chinh ma thoi. Bén nay dugc
cai tao thanh nha cho thué, ding hon la ky tuc xa gia ré danh cho sinh vién.
Tén goi ‘Luc Anh Trang’ chic la do cha dit.

“Nha bén nay cling rong that! Co6 ca thdy mdy phong a?” T6i dirtng budc
va hoi ma. Ba dang che chung 6 vdi toi.

“D€ ma nhd lai xem... Hinh nhw la mwdi phong. Nhung c6 mdy cho gop
hai phong lai dé st dung, nén chi c6 sau gian cho thué thoi.”

“Péu c6 ngwoi thué hét roi a?”

“Pa cho thué ba gian. Con mudn biét khach thué 1a nhitng ai a?”

“Khong a, tién thi con hoi thoi.”

Du6i lan mwa bui, trén dwong lat da, ching t6i tién vé phia tién sanh.
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Buwéc qua canh ctra doi mau den, ching t6i thay dép di trong nha roi tién
thang vao trong. Hién ra dau tién la dai sanh rong chirng hai mwoi chiéu.

Nha kiéu phwong Tay, nhung & day kha toi.

San trai tham xanh réu hoi sam, twong dan gidy mau nga. Chinh dién tr6
mot 6 cita 16n, khung trang. Tw trung tam dai sanh sang mé trai la khu viyc
cau thang tao thanh mdét giéng trdi, hanh lang tang hai chay vong xung
quanh. Chinh dién tang hai cling tro cira twong tw bén dwdi. Phia ngoai 6 ctra
dé, tirc bén trén tién sanh, c6 mot ban cong.

Thiét ké nay thu sang rat tot, nhuwng trong nha van am u c¢6 1€ do thoi tiét
chang?

Ma budc sang bén phai, ditng tredc canh ctra mau nau. Trén ctta treo bién
ghi mdy chit: 1-A Phong quén ly. “Ong ba Mizujiri c6 nha khéng?” Ma go
clra.

Lat sau, ctra mo ra.

“Aida... A, chao ba!”

Nguoi ra m@ cira la mot ba gia toc bac. Nghe noi ba da ngoai sau muoi,
nhung nguwdi con san chac hon cd m4, tréng véc dang va lan da déu rat khoe
khoan.

“Mirng ba da vé!” Khudon mat day nép nhan nd nu cuwdi vui vé. Ba cui
chao that thap. “Chac ba vira vé dén noi?”

“Vang, toi vira vé dén day thoi.”

Ma dap, va chi vao to6i ditng chéch phia sau. “Pay la Soichi. T nay nho
bac cham s6c chau n6 nhé!”

“Cau Soichi...” Ba gia cdm dong chdp mat, r6i ngoanh vao trong nha goi
to, giong khan khan. “Ong o1, cau cha Hiryu dén nay!”

Ong gia nghe goi bwdc ra. Khéng duge nhw ba vg, lung 6ng da cong, gia
hon ba nhiéu. Ong vén rat cao nhung ci lung cong khién 6ng thap nhé hin
di.

“0, chao cau da vé, that 1a vui qua!” Ong lam bam rat khé nghe, nheo mit
nhin va nghén c6 vé phia chiing t6i nhw mot con rua.

“Chau n6 la Soichi.” Ma tro tdi cho 6ng thdy, roi giGi thiéu vai t6i. “Day
la hai bac Dokichi va Kine nha Mizujiri.”
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Hai vg chong Mizujiri da gitp viéc cho gia dinh toi ti* thdi 6ng ndi con
song. Sau khi cha tdi thita ké co ngoi, ho dugc giao quan 1y khu Luc Anh
Trang. Truwdc khi chuyén vé day, ma con toi da nhat tri tiép tuc cho thué nha,
va dé ho lam quan ly.

“Rat vui dugc don cau cha. Cau 16n thé nay réi uw?” Nguwoi quan ly gia
néi, cham cham budc lai bén tdi. Ong cé thing lung, nghén c6 va gi sat mét
vao mat t6i. “Cau 16n qua, cho toi nhin cau that k§ nhé...”

“Xin 16i cau chu, 6ng dy da cao tudi, mat kém lam,” ba gia cui dau néi.

Ong gia khong dé tdm, van gat gu va ldp lai. “Lén qué roi... Lan trudc
cau vé, con la da tré con.”

“Lan tredc u?” To6i héi lai, va ngodnh sang bén tranh hoi thd ndng mui
cta ong gia. “Chau vé bao gio nhi?”

“Cau khong nhé a?”

“Chéu chi nhé cé vé Kyoto mot lan nhung lau 1am r6i, khong rd nita.”

“Khong biét da bao nhiéu nam ro6i nhi? Hinh nhv vao dam tang cua lao
gia Takenaga.”

Pam tang 6ng nodi. Thé thi phai ba chuc nam vé trwdc r6i con gi. Hoi dé
t6i mdi vao tiéu hoc.

“T6i van nhd ro lam.” Ba vg xic dong noéi. “Cau dwgc phu nhan Miwako
qua c6 dat dén, con sg phat khoc vi nghe tiéng tung kinh.”

“Trong hai ngudi giong nhau that!” Ong gia néi.

“Giong ai? Giong cha chau u?”

“Cau chi c6 nét ttra tya cha thoi, nhung lai y chang lao gia Takenaga hoi
tré. Minh thdy ding khéng?”

“Pung qua!”

T6i chwa titng nhin thdy éng noi, thdm chi qua anh. Ong chau gidng nhau
cling khéng c6 gi dang ngac nhién, nhung toi ci¥ cam thay la la thé nao.
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Vg chong quan ly rat nhiét tinh v6i ching t6i, héi c6 muén uéng tra
khong, va moi ching toi cung dung bita t6i... nhwng ma déu lich sy tr
chéi.

T6i thwong ngai tiép xtc vdi ngwoi la nhung thai do niém nd cia ho khién
toi yén tdam phan nao, tham chi con muo6n tro chuyén véi ho nhiéu hon,
muon tim hiéu thém vé cha va 6ng noi. Co6 diéu, hai ma con t6i déu da tham
mét roi.

“Con thdy ho thé nao?” Cho ho di vao trong phong, mé khé hai.

“Con thay ho rat than thién.”

“Con la cau chu ma. Phai, ho la nguoi tot. Tam chwa néi dén 6ng ay,
nhung ba vg thi van minh man théao vat. Giao cho ho quan ly khu nha nay la
dung lam.”

T6i khé gat dau phu hoa, r6i bwdc dén giita dai sanh cho giéng troi va
ngang lén nhin.

Tit trén tran treo mot chiéc dén chum kiéu c6. T6i dwra mat nhin tir cau
thang 16n, uon lwgn chay lén tang hai, tdi tay vin canh hanh lang vong
quanh, chot thay hao hitng, lién noéi, “M4, con 1én gac xem chit nhé?”

“Co6 can ma di cung khong?”

“Thoi, ma a! M4 ci¢ vé trdc, con 1én ngam nghia mét lic sé ve.”

“Thé c6 duge khong?” Ma hoi lo lang, roi lai diu giong “Puwgc! Cit di
thang hanh lang nay la sang nha chinh. Ma sé mang doi giay ctia con veé
trwde.”

“Vang.”

Ma nhin t6i, r6i quay ra tién sanh. T6i trong theo bong lung v6i mai téc
day tré trung bui cao. Khong hiéu sao, can co trang tréo ciia ma lai khién t6i
lién twdng dén c6 gai dat & tién sanh bén kia.

T6i budc 1én cau thang.

Twr bac thém dén 6 ctra kiéu Phap nhin ra ban cong la mot khoang khéng
rat rong. O day, cac hanh lang ré trdi vong quanh tién sanh déu trai tham
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mau réu sam giong tang dudi.

T6i m& canh ctta véi 16p son mau kem bong troc, roéi budc ra ban cong.
Mua to hon, nhung chi roi xuéng bén ngoai mai hién.

Lic trwdc con & phia ngoai, to6i chang cam nhan duwgc gi, nhung khi &
trong nha, toi lai ngwi thady mui hwong nhe nhang dé chiu cua cdy cdi theo
khong khi tran vao. Trén cay anh dao va phong & san trudc, 14 canh w6t dam
nwdc mua dang chao di chao lai.

T6i hit mot hoi that sau ro6i budc ra ban cong.

Mua giang giang m& do, khong thé nhan ra phong canh & xa, nhung toa
nha dugc xay cét trén doi cao nén ciling dé nhin bao quat. Dwdi lan mwa mit
mu, hau nhw khéng thé thdy nha ctta hay xe hoi chay qua chay lai trén
dwong nhu khi ditng trén cac toa cao 6¢ & Tokyo hodc nhiéu thanh pho khac.

Ngam bau trdi am u phia trén nhitng mai nha thap lé te, t6i chot nghi,
“Sao thanh pho lai u &am nhwong kia!”

Cha t6i sinh ra, qua doi... ¢ thanh phé nay, & ngoi nha nay.

Nay t0i dén day.

Hién dang ¢ ngay day.

T6i la Hiryu Soichi, sinh ngay mung 5 thang Hai nam 1953 tai Shizuoka.
Cha la Hiryu Koyo, me la Hiryu Miwako. Bat chap 6ng ndi phan doi, cha da
tr bo qué nha dé theo dudi khat vong nghé nghiép va cwdi ma bay gio dang
lam phuc vu cho mét nha hang truyén théng.

Cha to6i con c6 mot chd em. Sau khi cat dit quan hé véi nguwdi con trudng
lam trai y minh, 6ng noi dinh cho chid nay ké thtra co nghiép. Nhung khong
may chui mat sém, vao cai nam t6i chao ddi, nén 6ng noi chi con cach giang
hoa vdi cha.

Hai muwoi tAm nam truwdc, t6i 1én sau, 6ng khuat ndi, cha bay gio da la mot
nha diéu khac lttng danh & tu6i 35. Cha me dy dinh dwa t6i tir Shizuoka vé
Kyoto sinh song va tiép quan khoi tai san kéch su cta 6ng noi.

Dring lic do, me Hiryu Miwako bat ngd gap tai nan va qua doi.

Cha beén tr¢ vé thanh pho Kyoto nay. Mot minh.

Du chi c6 moi mot dita con la t6i, 6ng van nhat quyét dem gi nhg em gai
me la di Ikeo Sawako cung chong la chd Ikeo Yuji. Ho cling song &
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Shizuoka. Ké ttr do, t6i khong bao gid con gap lai cha, tham chi khong bao
gio nghe thay giong 6ng nita.

Cha ruot ma nd dem quang dia con bé xiu nhuw vay cho nguwoi khac,
khong lwu luyén veong van chat gi. Toi bat dau goi vg chong di 1a ba ma.
Nha Ikeo khong c6 con cai nén coi toi nhuw con dé va thwong yéu cham soc
tan tinh.

Nguwoi ma toi dang goi ma di nhién chinh la di Tkeo Sawako, co6 em gai
nho hon me dé t6i nam tudi. Cha nudi toi, titic chong di, da mat cach day
muoi nam.

Sau khi 6ng noi mat, cha tré vé ng6i nha nay. Nhw thé lich s tai dién, sau
khi cha mat, dén lwot t6i tré ve.

Lic méi ra khoi nha ga, t6i van thay binh thwong, nhwng dén bay gio, bao
noi xuc dong chot dang 1én trong long.

Cha toi da tu sat.

Vao mot dém tuyét roi cudi nam ngodi, trong khu vidon cia can nha nay,
cha treo c6 duéi cay anh dao.

Bao nhiéu ky ttc bong troi day. Cé qua nhiéu diéu phai nghi suy, vé cha
toi, vé hai ba me, va ca chinh t6i ntta.

Chao 0i...

T6i nhin man mwa mo mit, dam chiéu nghi nggi.

Lan gi6é manh bong thoc tdi, mwra tat vao mat.

T6i giat minh, chgt phat hién minh da ding sat ra lan can tuw lic nao, lién
hap tap giat lui, dva tay xoa nhitng hat niéc dinh trén mat. Bing ltc ay...

T6i nhac thdy mot céi bong.

Gi thé?

Cai bong den dung ngay du6i duong, trede cira nha.

Ao den quan den, tay cim 6 nylon trong suét, nhin chim chdm vao nha
toi. L6i an mdc cho thay nguwdi nay la nam gidi.

Tuy khong trong ré mat, nhung cdm giac toat ra tir han khién t6i bat an.

Ai ddy nhi?

Pang nhin cai gi?
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Nguwoi ay khong c6 hanh vi nao dang ngo, chi nhin mai vao nha théi.
Chang 106 c6 trong thay toi trén ban cong hay khong.

Ai day?

La...

T6i c6 cam giac da ting thay ngwoi nay & dau roi.

Con c6 cdm gidc néu nhin ré mat, tdi sé nhd ra do la ai.

La...

Lat sau, ngwoi ay cham cham quay got, lang 1é buwdc di trén con duong
van mua ra rich.
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R0i ban cong trd vao nha, toi lai nhac thady géc bén phai doi dién hanh
lang tang hai c6 nguoi.

Thoat tién toi giat minh, nhung mau chong nhan ra dé6 khong phai nguoi
that ma chi la mét hinh nhan kiéu ma no canh giong bén nha chinh. Ciing la
hinh hai mot co gai tré, 16a thé. It nhat, theo con mét caa t6i, khudn miit co
ta cling y hét khuén mat hinh nhan kia, khong c6 ngi quan. Co ta dirtng hoi
chéch vdi cira s6 va thiéu mat tay trai.

Chac hinh nhan nay ciing do cha t6i lam. Dung n6 dé trang tri nha cia,
khong khién khach thué nha cam thay sg hai hay sao?

Bén canh hinh nhan c6 mot canh ctra, nam ding bén trén phong quén ly &
tang mot, gan tdm bién “2-A”.

T6i muodn vao xem hanh lang bén trong, nhung co6 ta ditng ngang duong
tao cdm giac rat kho chiu. Khudon mat phang duot thiéu ty nhién, khéi néi
cling biét dang so ra sao.

T6i danh ham hyc quay trd lai theo 16i di ban nay.

bung nhu ma néi, hanh lang tién sanh tang mét thong dén nha chinh. Tuy
nhién, sau hai lan ré t6i bat giac dirng budc.

Cuodi hanh lang lai c6 mét hinh nhan.

Anh sang yéu 6t hit qua nhitng 6 cira s6 mé phai, khién khudn mit tring
béch khong ngii quan ctia ngwoi nay u am mot cach ky la. Khuén mat co ta
ct nhv dang Iting lo gitta khoang khong, do thiéu mat mot phan & than trén.

Than dwdi thi van con. C6 ta c¢6 da hai canh tay, nhung nguce, bung va ba
vai lai khong c6. Thay vao d6 la nhitng khiic go den chap thanh gia chir thap
twa nhw cot xwong két ndi hdng, dau va hai canh tay.

ROt cudc, & day co bao nhiéu hinh nhan khuyét than? Dén gio van bay
ching nhan nhan khap noi, la do y nguyén cta cha t6i sao?

T6i hit manh, én lanh ditng nguyén tai cho.

Chot c6 tiéng lach cach.
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bong thoi, canh tay gan véi cot xwong hoi dung dwa khién t6i mat via
suyt nita nhay dung lén. Thuc ra, khong phai do c6 ta ma la do canh ctra bén
trai dong day, md ra, va mot nguoi buwdc ra khoi phong.

“Hg!” Nguoi ay cling giat minh vi sy ¢ mat cua t6i.

D6 1a mot thanh nién tam thwdc, sac mat nhot nhat. Cau ta mac so mi
nhau nhi mau vang, quan lttng xanh dai dén dau géi.

“Xin hoi, anh c6 viéc gi a?” Cau ta vo mai toc ré tre thd citng, ngd ngo
nhin toi.

“Toi la...”

“Anh méi dén thué nha a? Anh & phong nao?”

“Khong, t6i la...” Toi ling ting ngoanh dau sang ctra s6 mé phdi, trong ra
nha chinh kiéu Nhat bén kia khoang san rong.

“Hom nay toi méi don dén ngoi nha kia...”

“A, thi ra anh 1a chti nha?”

“Ctt coi la thé di.”

“Anh la Hiryu... Soichi phai khong?”

“Pung. Sao cau biét tén t6i?”

“Trudc day toi tirng gap bac gai, c6 nghe bac nhac dén anh.”

Cau ta vira n6i vira khép cita lai, tién vé phia toi.

“Toi 1a Tsujii. Tsujii Yukihito. T6i ¢ phong 1-B.”

Tsujii c6 khuén mat nho, dai, ham dwéi hoi nho ra. D6i mat mét mi véi
phan long trang no6i bat, khong han la trang da, nhung lai mang nét cudi gia
tao. Cau ta nhin t6i khong chép mat.

“T6i rat ngudng mé anh. Ké ra thi ching ta c6 cung huyét thong day,
nhung anh la cha mot toa nha to, t6i chi la ngwdi & thué. Xa hoi that bat
cong. Nay toi da thdm thia diéu nay r6i.”

“Co6 cung... huyét thong?”

“Sao?” Tsujii Yukihito thoang bat ngd, nhwdng cdp 16ng may thwa, “Anh
chwa nghe néi veé toi a?”

“Moi viéc lién quan dén khu nha nay déu do ma theo doi, cho nén...”

“Cha cua chung ta la anh em hg. Cho nén anh va toi cling la anh em ho

»

Xd.
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“Thé w?” Toi kinh ngac dap.

Vi t6i, ngay cha dé con cach rat xa nira la ba con ctia 6ng. Man nhan mat
ho hang nay chang c6 nghia ly gi ca.

“Gia dinh t6i ngay xwa ciling hién hach tam c& lam, nhung nay da sa stt.
Ong gia tdi qua doi tAm ndm 16i, trudc dé c6 mé ctva hang co khi. Ong gia
rat nguwdng mo nha Hiryu.”

“Thé a?”

“Nghe néi anh biét hoi hoa?”

“U, ding thé.”

“Tranh c6 ban dugc khong?”

“A... T6i chwra bao gi® dinh séng bang nghé v tranh, cho nén...”

“Pung la cau am giau sang!”

“Cau Tsujii... lam nghé gi vay?”

“T6i w?” Cau ta trung ra nu cwoi c6 phan ty ti. “Tam coi la nha van di!”

“Nha van? Viét tiéu thuyét hay cai gi?”

“Viét tiéu thuyét. Tsujii Yukihito la but danh cta t6i.” Vé sau, ma cho toi
biét tén that cau em ho nay la Yukio Morita. Cau ta khat khao tré thanh nha
van, khodng hai nam treéc da dwgc mot tap chi van nghé trao giai thuéng
‘Nha van mdi’. K& dé cling cé vai truyén ngan dang bao nhung khong gay
tiéng vang, chwa da tam dé in thanh sach.

Pau nam nay, Tsujii Yukihito nghe néi 6ng Hiryu Koyo qua doi, bén dé
nghi ma cho thué tro & Luc Anh Trang véi gia phai ching. Hién gid, cau ta
vlra sang tac vira lam ban thoi gian tai mot ctra hang tién 1gi.

“Cau viét tiéu thuyét gi vay?” Toi hao hitng hoi.

Tsujii Yukihito van giit nu cudi ty ti, “Ban dau t6i hwdng tGi nhitng tac
pham thuan tiy van chwong. Nhung hién gio dang diéu chinh lai, toi dinh
viét tiéu thuyét trinh tham.”

“Tiéu thuyét trinh tham?”

“Vi dy, 14y khu nha kiéu Tay nay lam boi canh.” Cau ta ngang nhin tran
nha, ro6i quay ra dang sau, ddn mat vao hinh nhan & cu6i hanh lang. “Thiét
ké day da dao cu can thiét cho mot tdc pham trinh tham, roi dit tén 1a An
mang tai Nhdn Hinh Qudn. Anh thay sao? Cé tha vi khong?”
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Toi khong biét tra 101 thé nao cho phai. Tsujii Yukihito néi tiép. “Chung ta
sé gap lai nhau, mong duwgc anh quan tam.” Poan khé git dau cat budc,
nhung khi lwét ngang qua t6i, cau ta lai dirng chan, 1dm bam. “A, diing 16i.
Ty nhién néi ra diéu nay e khong hay lam, nhung anh doi t6i sang phong
khac duwoc khong? O phong nay, téi khong sao tinh tdm duwgc. Tré con hang
xO0m chay vao san no dua, cau nghién ctru sinh Kuratani Makoto & sat vach
thi bap bung dan ghi ta... Bu thit am thanh khién t6i khong sao chuyén tam
viét lach dwoc.”

Toi hita sé ban v&i ma vé van dé nay roi tam biét cau ta.
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Di hét hanh lang trai thAm mau réu sam thi 1én hanh lang giat cap lat
g0, ngan cach nhau bdi mot canh cira. Hinh nhw day la noi noi lién véi
nha chinh. Cach trang tri twong va tran khong theo 16i phwong Tay nita,
ma chuyén sang phong cach Nhat Ban.

T6i nhon chan nhe bwdc trén hanh lang kéu cot két, ré trai roi ré phai,
hanh lang bong chia lam hai nga.

bi thdang sé xuyén qua gian nha am u ra tién sanh; ré trai la ngd cut, va
cudi ngod cut la...

T6i lai hit manh.

Hinh nhan khong mat.

Lan nay khong chi thiéu ngli quan, ma thuc sy la khong c6 mat, béi né cut
dau.

Bén trai hinh nhan la mot canh ctra d6i. Trong canh ctta hdp dan mét cach
manh liét, khac han nhitng canh ctta khac.

Sau mét thoang do du, toi tién vé phia do, nhung c6 khong nhin hinh
nhan.

Ctra trat thach cao rat day, nang né va chac chan. Khe gitta hai canh gan
mot cai chot nhuwng khong cé khoa.

To6i day ctta. Hinh nhw ban 1€ bi gi nén phat ra tiéng ken két, cé diéu, van
mé dugc dé dang.

Pay la mot can phong twong doi rong.

Tran cao gap vai lan do rong hanh lang. Nhitng thanh xa to bang go.
Tuwong tr6 6 thoang dé 14y sang... Can phong khién t6i lién twédng dén kho
chita do.

Thue ra, khi di vong tir tien sanh nha chinh sang Luc Anh Trang, t6i da
trong thady mot gian nha ngang rong rai vGi twong quét voi trang. Pay han la
bén trong cua gian nha ngang do.

Anh sang rat yéu. Con t6i hon ca hanh lang.
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T6i cang mat nhin, dan dan phan biét duwgc hinh dang cac do vat nau minh
trong bong toi.

bo la...?

T6i lan so birc twdng gan ctra ra vao va thay thit gi d6 nhw cong tac. Toi
an xuéng, den tuyp lap trén xa ngang bat sang.

Troi dat oi...

Mot canh twgng khac thwong hién ra.

Co6 thé noéi day la noi tap két hinh nhan.

Rai rac khap phong la nhitng than hinh trang, 16a thé, s6 lwgng phai dén
hai mwoi... Khong, c6 1é con nhiéu hon thé.

Co0 nao cling khuyét thiéu mot cai gi ddy. Thiéu mot tay, thi€u mét chan. ..
Co6 nhitng c6 mat ca hai tay hodc cut than dwdgi. Tat ca déu la thiéu ni,
khuén mat phang det, khong mat miii gi hét.

T6i than trong budc vao.

Xen gilta dam hinh nhan la cac hoa cu nhuv gia vé khung vdi... Cling
khong it dung cu diéu khac. Co 1é nha ngang toi tam nay la xwdng vé cia
Hiryu Koyo qua co.

T6i ngo6i xuong chiéc ghé tron thiap dat gitta phong lan tim trong tdi ao
nguc ra mot diéu thudc, dwa 1én miéng.

Xudng vé cua cha toi.

Noi cha mot minh sadng tac gan ba muwoi nam, ké tr khi trd lai thanh pho
nay cho dén lic tir gia cdi doi.

Hiryu Koyo von da 1ap di, nhitng nam cudi doi lai cang ghét giao tiép
hon. Ong giam minh trong nha, hau nhw khong giao du véi ai va ciing khong
cong bo bat ¢t tdic pham nao. Chang 1é trong quang thdi gian ay, ong chi &
day tao tac nhitng hinh nhan nay?

Nhitng hinh nhan nay...

Nghe néi, toan bo tranh va diéu khac cia Hiryu Koyo déu da sang tén cho
nguoi khac, 6ng chang con s hitu bt ki tdc pham nao mang tén minh. Ciing
c6 nghia, mdy hinh nhan v6 gia tri kia chinh la di san nghé thuat duy nhat
cua ong.

O day, ong da nghi gi, mong méi diéu gi?
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DPo6i mat 6ng chitng kién nhitng gi? Nhiét huyét nao thoi thiic 6ng sang tao
ra sO hinh nhan nay?

Gitta vong vay cta cac co gai khong mat, t6i cham rai hit thuéc. Chim
trong bau khong khi ng6t ngat pha lan khéi lay dong, cudi cung t6i da tim ra
cau tra 10i. Biéu cha mong muon...

biéu cha mong muon, la me.

Cha khao khat ngwoi vo yéu quy ctia minh, me dé toi, Hiryu Miwako.

Keé tr Iic nhin thay hinh nhan dau tién bén nha chinh, c6 1€ to6i da nhan ra
y nghia roi, chi la chwa thira nhan ma thoi.

Me ra di khi con tré, vao mua thu cach day hai muwoi tam nam.

Cha rat yéu me, yéu tha thiét... Ping vay, ong yéu ba nhiéu dén ndi ghét
cay ghét dang ca dira con duy nhat ctia minh, la toi.

Du 6ng khong néi tring ra, nhung téi c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc. Anh mét
ngap tran bang gia do...

Vi 6ng, téi chwa bao gio 1a két tinh cuaa tinh yéu hai ngwoi. Téi chi la
mot con quai vat bi an da 1ay mat trai tim ba, rut can sinh ménh ba dé 16n
len.

Hodc c6 1€, cha nhin thay chinh minh trong t6i, va ké d6 dang dan cuép di
nguoi phu nit ma 6ng nang long yéu thwong. Cha bi bao vay bdi noi tuyét
vong va so hai, khong sao thoét ra duwgc. Hodc cling c6 thé la nhin t6i, 6ng
nhan ra cai bong ctia 6ng noi Takenaga.

‘Cau chi c6 nét tira twra cha, nhung lai y chang lao gia Takenaga hoi tré.’

Lic ndy, nguwdi quan ly gia da noi thé.

Cha vui dau trong xwdéng vé, mai miét theo dudi do dnh ngudi vg qua co.
Du la tranh hay twgng, cac tdc pham cha tao ra & day déu bat nguon tir sy
dau kho hodac phan nd trwdc cai chét ctia me, cing noi hoai niém vé di vang
hai nguoi. ..

Va...

Toi lai mong lung suy nghi...

Chi it lau sau khi me mat, cha bat dau nghi dén viéc lwu git tron ven
nhitng ky rc vé ba trwdc khi tudi gia kéo dén va x6a nhoa tat cd. Nhung lam
thé nao dé tai hién dugc dong ky tc d6? Khong chi tai hién bang nhitng
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phwong phap mang tinh biéu hién twgng trung, 6ng con muon héi sinh ngwoi
phu ni* minh yéu say dam dé ngam nhin khuon mat, néi chuyén, vuot ve va
om ba vao long.

Va ong tao ra It hinh nhan nay.

Chung déu thiéu mat. Chang 1€ vao nhitng nam cu6i doi, cha da quén mat
dung nhan me Miwako? Hay la bai...

Ong da gia va c6 doc, thé chat, tim hon déu suy kiét, cudi cung tw két liéu
doi minh. Trudc khi chét, 6ng néi gi v6i dam hinh nhan di dang nay?

Toi ditng 1én, ngon tay van kep diéu thuéce chay dé, nhin khap lwgt hinh
nhan ditng im lim, tam trang vo cung phtc tap.

... Me?

Tt nhitng khuon mat phang det trang béch t6i c6 luc tim trong ky *c mo
ho nhitng duwong nét con lai vé nguwdi me da mat, nhung khong thé.

Me...

“Soichi.” Ttr hwéng nao khong biét vong lai tiéng goi, “Soichi...”

A, d6 1a tiéng ma Sawako, ngudi me hién tai cda toi.

Nhu birng tinh gidc mo, t0i quay ngwoi vé phia ctta. Chac vi lau khong
thay t6i trd lai nha chinh, ba da lo lang di tim.

Toi cat tiéng, “Da!” R6i budc ra khoi xuwdng ve.

Ga choang tinh.

Can phong den kit. Bong t6i bao trum. Lang ngat nhw to.

Pang gitta dém khuya, khong khi am thap, oi hitc, ndng né, nhung khong
vi thé ma ga cam thay kho chiu.

bé la...

Tinh lai chdc lat gitta gidc nga chap chon.

bo la...

U, ddng 106i...

MGt lan nita, khi chim vao mong mi, ga biét y thitc d6 van ton tai trong co
thé minh.
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Nguoi ta bdo mua hé & Kyoto rat néng, mua dong lai lanh 1€o vo cung.

Noi nay khéng giap bién, ba mat ndi boc kin. Nghe don cai oi bitc riéng
c6 & mién dat triing nay rat khé chiu. Nhung thang Bdy da qua, gio la gitta
thang Tam, t6i van chwa cdm nhan dwgc cai nong nuc ay.

Phai chang la tai bién d6i khi hdu ma ngudi ta van ra ra néi dao gan day,
rang thi la cd nwdc sé c6 mot mua hé lanh ay? Hay la nhd vi tri dac dia cta
can nha? Khong biét, chi biét hé mé& ctra s6 ra, nhitng con gié mat lanh sé
ltia vao sudt ca ngay. Nha lap diéu hoa nhung chang may khi can dung dén.

Tuy nhién, khong phai tdt ca moi ngwoi trong nha déu thay vay.

V@ chong bac quan 1y Mizujiri Dokichi moi khi gap t6i déu than ‘Néng
qua’.

Ha tuan thang trwdc, Tsujii Yukihito chuyén sang phong 2-A phia Nam
tang hai. Cau ta lu6n miéng can nhan oi 4, khong lam viéc dwgc, mé ctra s6
thi phai nghe tré con la hét inh 6i. Lai kéu tiing ban, dinh vay ma it tién lap
diéu hoa nhung ma khéo 1éo tir choi.

Khéch thué tro & Luc Anh Trang, ngoai Tsujii Yukihito con hai nguoi nita.

Mot la Kuratani Makoto, thué phong 1-C. Cau ta dén chao hoi t6i rat sém,
tiéng la nghién cttu sinh Pai hoc K nhung khong tao ra cam gidc gi cua
nguwoi lam nghién citu. Véc dang thap bé, dé hoa dong va hoat ngén. Nam
nay 26 tuoi, dang hoc tién si khoa hoc ty nhién, chuyén nganh la Bong vat
hoc thi phai.

Hai 1a Kizugawa Shinjo, & phong 1-D, 1am nghé mét xa. Ong ta rdi nha di
lam ti* chiéu cho dén tan dém khuya. Vi bi mu nén thwong deo cap kinh ram
mat tron, tay cam gay trang. Cé 1é da ngoai nam muoi. Nghe néi 6ng ta da
song mot minh mdy nam roi, tir ngay ba vo qua doi.

Khu nha tro van con ba gian bé trong.

Tirng c6 vai ngwoi dén xem nha, nhung déu khong thoa thuan dwgce. Hinh
nhv la tai may nguwdi hang xém c¢ don dai, ‘Chu cii cia Nhan Hinh Quéan
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md&i chét nira nam nay nay, chinh la do phat dién roi treo 6 tu ti¥ trong vuon
day.’

Ma nghe moi giGi ké xong, lién ngirng dang quang cao cho thué nha.

T6i gan nhw khong di dau.

Bubi sang ra ngoai bach bo, sam tdi tdi quan ca phé quen, con lai toan &
nha.

To6i van do du khong biét nén chon phong nao lam phong lam viéc cia
minh.

Phong kiéu Nhat & nha chinh thi khong thich hgp & may gian bé trong bén
nha tro thi lai phai tiép xtc vdi khach thué. Cudi cung t6i danh chon xwéng
VE vay.

Thoat dau, t6i khong may dé chiu.

Hé ngoi trong do, dau 6c toi lai luan quan veé song than da khuat. Téi cho
rang, cha tao ra nhitng tac pham nay vi muon luwu gitt hon phach me Miwako
nén doi vGi ching, toi thay khé chiu hon la dong cdm. Hudng chi, t6i khong
khoi ron rgn trwdc nhitng khuén mat phang 1i khéng mat mii ay.

Tuy nhién, t6i khéng thé tong khit hét cho khuat mat, vi da dugc truyén
lai di ngdn cua cha, rang phai gitt nguyén ven, ding vi tri cdc hinh nhan
trong nha, ké cd may co6 bay & ctta chinh va hanh lang.

Thai gian tr6i di, &c cdm véi nhitng hinh nhan khéng mat cling nhat dan.

Khéng phai vi ngdm mai quen mat ma vi, ca tinh y cha gti gdm vao cac
hinh nhan lan cam xic ctia 6ng d6i vai toi (e rang la sy cam ghét) thi rot
cudc déu la chuyén da qua. Hién tai, t6i khong bi thit gi tréi budc ca

Cudi cung, t6i da cé thé suy nghi rach roi nhw thé.

Bay gio, toi rat thich gian phong lam viéc nay. Piéu quan trong nhat la &
day luén yén tinh. Ma lo lang nhac nhé ding giam minh & d6 qua lau,
nhung khong hiéu sao t6i cang lic cang danh nhiéu thoi gian cho xwéng ve.

Mot minh ngbi day, toi co thé vé voi, doc sach hodc nghe dia hét... tuy y.

Nhung phan 16n thoi gian téi chang lam gi, chi lang 1€ ngdi dé ma thoi.
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Chu nhat, ngay 16 thang Tam.

Giong nhu moi hom, 5 gid chiéu t6i ra khéi nha, dén quan ca phé Lai
Mong.

Xubng dudi phd Shirakawa chay theo huwéng Bac- Nam, sé thdy quan ca
phé nay ndm & phia Tay. O Kyoto, néi ‘xuéng duwdi’ tic 1 ‘di vé phia Nam’.
Dbay la cach dién dat dac trung tai thanh pho cé nhitng con dwong chang chit
nhw ban c& nay ching? ft nhat, t6i ciing khong con cach giai thich nao khéac
nira.

Hang ngay vao gio nay, toi déu dén quan Lai Mong udng ca phé. bay la
théi quen mdi hinh thanh hai tuan nay.

Quan rat nhd, hon chuc khach ngb6i da chat nich, chi c6 mot ctra s6 md ra
duong. Ca phé ding ngit, nhac ém diu, chi quan it néi... O day khong c6 gi
ddc sac, tham chi giong nhv mot noi bi xa hdi lang quén, nhung khong khi
am u va kho khan ctia quan lai rat hop véi toi.

“Xin chao quy khach!”

Ong chu tim tudi trung nién, dé ria mép, khé cat tiéng tit sau quay pha
ché. Trong quan chi c6 mot nguwdi khach nita, mét thanh nién, cé vé la sinh
vién, dang ngoi ¢ goc 1at xem tap chi truyén tranh.

Goi ca phé xong, t6i ngoi xuong ghé bén ctra so.

Thai tiét khong may dé chiu, ca thanh ph6 chim trong hoang hén xam xit.
To6i vira hit ndt diéu thudc vira nhin ngwdi qua duong di di lai lai.

“Troi nhv muén mwa dy nhi?” Cha quan von tram tinh bong chu dong bat
chuyén khi dem ca phé tdi cho toi.

“Sao a?”

“H6m nay la ngay tién ltra than ma thé thi chan that.”

“A, 18 Daimonji a.”

Sdng nay ma da nhac qua. Pén duwong Imadegawa c6 thé ngam nui
Nyoigadake, ba con hoi tdi c6 cung di xem cho vui khong.
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“Lé hoi Itra t6 chitc rat quy mo, nam nao toi cling dén xem. Hét sttc hoanh
trang.”

“Thé a?”

“Trén nui, nguwoi ta dot Itva hinh chit ‘Pai’. Chang biét ai nghi ra y twdng
nay nhi?” Chu quan lam bam md&t minh, khong ban tam téi phan tng cua t6i.
Tbi hoi ngd ra, nhung “A” mot tiéng roi phét 16.

T6i nhap ca phé, dang ngat, chi pha thém chit sita ma khong cho duwong.
T6i hau nhw khong biét rwgu bia 1a gi nhung hon muwdi nam nay thi khong
thé thiéu ca phé va thudc la.

Trén chiéc ghé doi dién cho t6i ngbi c6 mét td bao, chac do vi khach
tredc doc xong ma khong dat vé cho cii. Toi dinh cham diéu thudc nita thi
mot dong chit in trén bao béng dap vao mét. Tiéu dé bai bdo 1a: PHAT HIEN
THI THE MOT EM BE BI GIET DUOI MUONG KITASHIRAKAWA.

Hang ngay t6i hau nhw khong doc bdo, nén dwong nhién chwa doc bao
sang nay.

T6i cam tQ bao 1én, bado dang mé& & toang Tin tirc Xa hoi.

Bai b4o choan dién tich kha rong, trang lién ké dang tin tau hoa trat duong
ray ¢ Nara. Tai nan nay xdy ra vao t6i hom qua, nhung dén gio toi cling
chwa hay biét.

PHAT HIEN THI THE MOT EM BE BI GIET DUOI MUONG
KITASHIRAKAWA

Toi doc lai tiéu dé vai cd chir to ay.

C6 phdi con mwong nam & phia Tay, rat gan cho nay khong nhi? Néu
dung thi chinh la cho thinh thoang t6i hay tan bo.

Khodng 9 gio 50 phut t6i ngay 15, thi thé cua bé Mitsushi (5 tubi), con
trai I6n ctia 6ng Uedera Hitoshi (35 tudi), nhdn vién mét céng ty & thanh
phé nay, dd duwoc phdt hién tai con muong Kitashirakawakhu
Kitashirakawa, qudn Sakyo, Kyoto.

Me chdu la Kazuko nhd¢ lgi, chdu ra ngodi choi nhung khodng 6 gio t6i
van chua thdy vé. Nguoi phdt hién thi thé chdu la anh Takahashi Ryota (21
tudi), sinh vién ndm thit hai khoa Céng nghiép Pai hoc K séng gan do. Khi
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dang di bo ¢ bo muwong, anh vé tinh nhin thdy b quan do mau dé ddp dénh
dudi dong nudc ben bdo canh sat.

Khdm nghiém ti¢ thi cho thdy bé Mitsushi bi ngat thé dan dén tir vong.
Cdn cir vao vét hdn & co, két ludn nan nhan bi bop c6. Canh sdat nhdn dinh
day la mét vu giét nguoi, va da ldp ban diéu tra tai S6 Cdnh sdt Shimogamo.

Pang sau bai bao dang doan phong van cha me nan nhan va ngudi phat
hién ra thi thé nan nhan, ciing cach nhin nhan vu an tir phia canh sat, vi nhw
toi ac nay do ké réi loan tam than gay ra hay la vu bat coc tré em doi tién
chudc, khong dat dugce két qua, hung thu ben giét con tin...

Sam to6i hom qua...

Khoang 6 gio t6i thi chinh la Itc t6i roi khéi quan ca phé nay dé vé nha.
Khong ngo khi dy, & ngay thanh pho nay, cach quan ca phé khong xa, lai xdy
ra tham an.

Cha me dita bé sé vo cung dau x6t, phan no dén mitc quan tri cling nén.
Cau sinh vién phat hién ra céi xac chac sé bi &c mong am anh. Va, cac bac
phu huynh c6 con nhé tam tu6i dé quanh day sé dwgc phen hoan hon vi nan
nhan khong phéi con minh, nhuwng dong thdi cling bat an chwa biét Iic nao
tai hoa giang xuong.

Khéc véi nhitng lo lang hop ly kia, mot y nghi bong troi day tir tam kham
toi, dé 1a...

La...

T6i cam thay bat an.

Rung minh sg hai.

... Giéng nhu linh cdm chang lanh khi bat gdp mot con ran khong 16. Vi
khong r6 chan twéng vu viéc nén linh cdm ay lién tuc khuéch tan, khién t6i
bon choén thap thom.

T6i muon hat thudce, thi lai nhan ra bao thudc da rong.

“Xin héi...” Toi cat tiéng vé phia quay pha ché. “Anh c6 thubc 14 Seven
Stars khong?”

Ro0i nhanh tay tra to bao lén gia, nhw thé no la thit dang sg vo clung.
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Trén dudng vé nha, toi gdp mot trong cac khach tro Luc Anh Trang,
ong Kizugawa Shinjo, hanh nghé mat xa.

Ong ta cam gay trdng do dwong, chAm cham xudng déc. Chic dang bét
dau di lam ca tdi nay.

T6i dinh lén tiéng chao nhwng roi doi y, dang nao ong ta cling c6 thay gi
dau. Khuén mdt vudng vitc deo kinh ram dang huwéng veé phia tdi nhung doi
mat thi khong thu nhan béng hinh nao.

Toi phot 1o nghi thiee xa giao, nhung luc di lwét qua ong ta...

“Chao cau!” Chang ngo 6ng ta lai cat giong khan khan chao t6i trudc.

“0 kia...” Toi kinh ngac dirng buéc. “Bac... bac...”

T6i quay lai, nhin cham cham vao cdp kinh rdm ctia ngwoi thg mat xa.
Ong ta vui vé gat dau.

“Cau Hiryu phai khong?”

“Vang... chau day.” Ong ta khong thé nhin thay, tai sao lai biét toi dang &
day?

“Ha ha... Giat minh phai khong?”

“Ché coi thwong 6ng gia da may chuc nam dui mu nay nhé! T6i chi dya
vao tiéng va mui la biét dwgc tinh hinh xung quanh day.”

T6i thuwong nghe noi, ngwdi khiém thi thi cac gidc quan khac dac biét
nhay bén hon ngudi binh thwong nhung du thé, treong hop nay van that ky
la. Ong ta chi nghe buéc chan va ngri mui co thé ma nhan ra t6i 1a Hiryu
Soichi sao? Hon nita, t6i m@i ndi chuyén véi 6ng ta c6 mot lan tw khi
chuyén té6i day.

“Nhung...”

Nhw thé khodi chi vi thiy to6i hoang mang lting ting, Kizugawa Shinjo lai
bat cuwoi. “Vwra ndy toi chi doan btra thoi!”

“Doan?”

“Moi t0i di lam, t6i déu thit chao mot nguwoi gap trén dwong. Néu ding
nguwoi quen, téi nghe tiéng la nhan ra ngay.”
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“A, ra thé.”

“Giong nhw thir van may trong ngay vay! Ba vg quai quy tirng khuyén toi
dirng bon cot ngudi ta nita.” Kizugawa Shinjo cui dau rat thap roi tiép tuc di
xuong doc.
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Budi t0i, toi va ma cung di xem 1é hoi Itta Daimonji.

Chtng t6i tam hoan bita com chiéu, ra khéi nha ltic 7 ruGi t6i vi 8 gio sé
dot Iwa than.

M4 cam chiéc quat gap bang gb bach dan, mdc Kimono lua trang sgi se.
Trong ba dep dén mitc khong thé nghi ba da gan sau muwoi tudi.

bi doc pho Shirakawa xu6i vé phia Nam thi ra Imadegawa.

Imadegawa la mot trong nhitng tuyén pho chinh chay tir Pong sang Tay,
n6 gap pho Shirakawa & phia Pong. Men theo con dwong nho tir cho giao
nhau, di vé phia Bong, sé dén chua Ngan Cac.

Via hé chat nich nguwoi ditng xem. Long dudng cling tac nghet xe cd.

“Pung la mot bién ngwoi!” Ma dirng sat ngay sau toi, phan nan. “Con rat
sg chen chuc ma nhi. C6 sao khong?”

Toi lang 1€ gat dau, r6i ngang lén nhin vé phia Bong.

Duwéi man dém, ndi non den tham mot mau. Swon ndi dwoc khac san mot
chir ‘Pai’ cuc to, trong nhw thé gan ngay trirdc mat. Lé té lira sap bat dau.
Tit trén cao c6 nhitng bong nguwdi cam dudc chay qua chay lai. Ho sap cham
lva thi phai.

Pring 8 gio toi.

Lra t* nhitng ngon dudc dwgc cham lén tai cdc diém trong nudi. Rat
nhanh, ngon Itta nhay nhét va lan di, lat sau, mot chit ‘Pai’ tuyét dep ruc
chay trong bong téi.

bam dong ding xem xuyt xoa khen nggi.

“Pep qua!” Ma dirng bén ciing khé tram tro.

Canh twgng vo cung tuyét voi. Toi nhd minh da mdy lan nhin thay 1é hoi
Itta Kyoto qua anh hay qua ti vi nhwng ding la khong thé sanh n6i vdi khung
canh trang 1€ bén ngoai.

T6i quén moi am thanh nao nhiét xung quanh, ciing khong phu hoa theo
ma ma chi say swa nhin ngon lra hinh chi ‘Dai’ lam chay bung dém mua
ha.
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“Thuc sy qua dep!” Ma lai khé tan dwong. Ba phe phay chiéc quat, mui
bach dan diu diu lan ra theo gio.

Ikeo Sawako.

Nguoi di ma tdi goi la ‘ma’ sudt hai mwoi tdm nam qua.

Sau khi chi gai mat, di da nu6i nang t6i, coi t6i nhw con dé. T6i biét, do
khong chi vi chung t6i la than thich ma con béi nhitng 1y do sau xa khac.

Vo chong Tkeo von c6 mdt dia con trai. Ikeo Sawako 1ay chong nam 18
tudi, sau me Miwako it 1au, cudi chirng mét nam thi sinh dwgc mét mun con.
DPira tré 6m chét ngay khi sap day tudi toi...

Khéo sao, n6 mat dwgc mot ngay thi t6i ra doi.

Vi thé ti* Iic con bé xiu, ma Sawako da noi véi toi rang, ‘Anh mat hém
tre@c thi hom sau con sinh, anh dau thai thanh con day! Biét khong?’

Chac ba Yuji mat cach day muwdi nam cling nghi nhu vay.

Chgt mot nguoi x0 vao lung toi.

“Qi...” Nguoi dy thét 1én, cing tiéng vat gi d6 roi xudng, “Xin 16i nhé!”

Giong nit. T6i ngoanh lai. Ngwoi 4y dang 1ai hti nhat may cuén sach.

“Xin 16i, em mai xem nén khong cha y phia treéc c6 nguoi ding...”

“Khong sao.” T6i vira n6i vira nhat ho mot cuon sach dwéi chan Ién.

“Cam on anh!” C6 cti dau nhan lai cuon sach.

La mot co gai tré, manh khanh nho nhan, mai téc cham vai, mac 4o phong
xanh nhat hoi rong. Mai t6c c6 thoang thodng mui hwong diu mat (chac la
mui dau goi dau).

CO gbi may cudn sach cho gon, cti dau cdm on t6i lan nita, roi vugt 1én,
hoa vao bién nguwoi xem 1é hoi.

Khong hiéu sao, hinh anh do6i mat to tron ngwdc nhin da khac rat sau vao
long toi.

Ciling gidong nhu tat cd moi nguwdi, ga khong nhd gi vé khoanh khac
minh sinh ra.

Phéi chang, sw chao doi la mot két qua ngau nhién ky bi, hay doé la nhan

qua hét sitc phitc tap trong s ‘ngau nhién’? Ciing giong nhw tat cad moi
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nguwoi, ga chang buon di sau tim hiéu.

Vi ga, chuyén do that vo nghia.

... Tal sao?

Tht ty héi minh xem.

Puong nhién sé c6 cau tra 16i. No6i ra thanh 10i cling khong han la bat kha.

Nhung, dung 161 néi dé thé hién thi qua gian don, trong khi sy thye lai vo
cung phtc tap.

Ga cham rai lac dau.

Cham rai nhw chd thuoéc ngam: tw duy cham chap, cam giac cham chap,
ky ttc cham chap, rat cham...

Minh khéng thé sot rudt.

Khong can phai sot rudt.

Pung vay. Trudc mat, binh tinh chd thdi co la ding nhat.
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Mua hé di qua. Loang mot cai da dén gitra thang Chin. Khong ngo t6i
tinh co gdp lai mot nguoi.

Hoang hon cu6i chiéu Cha nhét, ngay 20 thang Chin. Nhw thvong 1€, toi
ra ngoai tan bo, roi dén quan ca phé Lai Mong. Luc nay, mot sy viéc xay ra.

O gbéc gan quay pha ché, mot ngudi dan 6ng dang ngdi cong lung tro
chuyén véi chu quéan. Ban dau t6i khéng chi y dén anh ta, anh ta ciing thé,
chi thinh thodng ngoai nhin qua cho t6i bén ctra s6 r6i lai quay di.

Ngudi khach 4y mac 4o phong dai tay mau be nhat, quan au den, dung
dwa d6i chan bat tréo dugi gam ban theo tiét tau R&B dang m@ trong quan.

T6i hat thuoc, nham nhi tach ca phé dang ngat, ngan ngo nhin ra pho.
Nguwoi khach do tiép tuc néi chuyén vdi chi quan. Ho chi 1am ram nén
khong ai nghe thay t6i cling chang ban tam lam gi.

Nhung do hai mwoi phit sau, canh vat bén ngoai da chim dan trong béng
t0i, 0 ctra kinh hién 1én khu6n mat ngam den cua t6i, lic nay t6i bong phat
hién ngwoi dy dang nhin minh.

Thoat dau, toi twdng anh ta chi ng6é qua ctra s6 ra pho, nhung khong phai.
Do6i mat 4y nhin cham cham vao khuon mat t6i phan chiéu trén kinh ctra so.

Thé la sao nhi?

To6i thap thém bat an.

Tuy nhién, t6i cé cam giac, hinh nhuw minh da nhin thady nguwoi nay & dau
do, ngoai hinh va vé mat anh ta...

To6i vira dinh ngodanh lai dé nhin cho r6 thi...

“Anh la Hiryu phai khong?” Mot giong néi cat 1én ngay sau lung t6i.
“Pung la Hiryu r6i!”

T6i ngoanh lai, nguwoi ay da ditng day buéc vé phia toi.

“Pung la cau that!” Anh ta nhin thang vao t6i va n6i. “Lic ndy t6i chua
nhan ra cau, khong ngo lai gap cau & day, that khéo qua! Cau dén vung nay
t khi nao vay?”
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“Xin hoi...” T6i lung ting, c6 nhin ky doi phwong. “Xin... xin hdi, anh
la...”

“T6i day ma!” Anh ta dua tay trdi vuét m@ téc @ tran lén. “Cau khong
nhan ra toi a? Toi la Kakeba day, Kakeba Hisashige!”

“A, thi ra la cau!” To6i da ghép duwgc khuon mat nay v6i ky tc ngay xua.
“Cau la Kakeba Hisashige a?”

“Cht con gi! Lau qua khong gap nhau r6i.”

Cau ta ngoanh vé phia quay c6 anh chti quan dang nheo mat twoi cuoi
nhin ching t6i, goi thém mat tach ca phé, ro6i ngoi xudng ghé doi dién.

“Chutng ta khong gap nhau bao lau roi nhi? Mw6i sau, mwoi bay nam thi
phai? Trong cau gay hon xwa nhiéu.”

T6c mai cau ta chai hat ra sau mot cach cau tha, kha dai, nhw thé sé cham
t¢i cam néu c x0a ra. Poi mat nho sang ryc. Song mii rat thang. Miéng
rong cung cap moi mong...

Tuy nhitng hinh anh con s6t lai trong ky rc t6i 1a mot cau bé véi cai dau
nhan thin tron xoe, nhung anh chang nay dung la Kakeba Hisashige khong
sai.

“Cau ¢ Shizuoka dén nam nao? Chuyén tGi Kyoto tit bao gio thé?” Cau ta
héi t6i, cap mat chdp chép day hoai niém.

“T6i chuyén t6i Kyoto tir dau thang Bay.”

“Cau & gan day a?”

«(y.»

“Cé phai... cau ¢ ngay Luc Anh Trang khong?”

“Cau biét cho dé a?”

“U, biét!” Kakeba Hisashige gat dau. “T6i c6 ngudi ban & gan Luc Anh
Trang nén thinh thodng di qua cho dy. D6 1a mét toa nha kiéu Tay c6 xua, du
khong hgp gu nhung van khién t6i phai cht y. Huong chi, trén cung khu dat
d6 con c6 mot kién triac Nhat Ban treo tam bién dé ‘Hiryu’. Ho nay dau phai
cho nao cling thay, nén t6i c6 chit an twong.”

Thé thi... 1€ nao...

T6i nh¢ lai quang dau thang By, h6i méi don vé.
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Hom dé me t6i quay lai nha chinh truéc. T6i litng thitng ra ban cong tang
hai nha tro, va bat gap mot ngwdi mac do sam mau ditng nhin 1én toa nha.
Co 1€ cai béng den den ay la Rakeba Hisashige cling nén. Bd&i vay, ltic nay
toi m@i thay cau ta quen quen...

“Cau dang ¢ dau?” Toi hoi.

“Khu Shugakuin.” Kakeba dap. Khu vire d6 ¢ phia Bac. “Chu quan nay la
dan anh cua t6i hoi dai hoc nén t6éi hay qua day choi, nhung thwong dén hoi
muon.”

Rakeba Hisashige 1a ban t6i quen tir hoi tiéu hoc, c6 thé néi la ban tw thoi
‘choi bi danh dao’.

Chung t6i hoc cung trueong cap hai roi cdp ba & Shizuoka, nhung khi 1én
cap ba va hoc cung mot 16p thi ching t6i méi than nhau. Mua dong 16p
Mudi mot, Kakeba Hisashige bong chuyén trieong. T6i nhé hinh nhw cau ta
chuyén dén vung Kansai.

“Hien gio, toi lam trg giang khoa Van Pai hoc K, thyc ra la chan sai vat.
Con cau, cau lam gi?”

Nghe hoi, t6i liing tiing khong biét nén néi sao. “A...toi, téi khong di lam.
Vé voi vai bitc tranh dé 1ay tién d6 nhat thoi.”

“Thé a?” Kakeba khong may ngac nhién. “Chac lic trwdc cau hoc Pai hoc
My thuat? Tt nhoé cdu da rat mé hoi hoa roi. Toi con nhd rd, tranh ctia cau
deu rat ky la. Cau lay vg chwa?”

“Chwa! T6i van & cing ma.”

“Ba khong giuc cau lay vg a?”

“Khong.” T6i cham cham lac dau, roi noéi tiép. “Cau thi sao?”

Kakeba héi lai, “T6i a?”

Cau ta du6i lwng nhw méo, r6i nhin vai.

“Tam thdi van ton sung chu nghia doc than, chi hiém gan day, t6i rat hay
bi nguwoi nha khich bac.”

Sau khi t6t nghiép trung hoc, t6i hoc Pai hoc My thuat M & Tokyo, song
bon nam trong ky tic xa. T6t nghiép r6i, toi trd vé qué nha Shizuoka va lién
tuc vé tranh cho dén nay ma khong c6 y dinh kiém tién gi.
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Vo chong Ikeo, tirc cha me nudi cua toi, cling hiém khi chi trich nhac nha
di¥a con trai nay. T6i 6m yéu tir nhd, tinh cach khép kin nén giao du cuc ky
kém, nhung ba ma déu thong cam.

Hudng chi, toi lai biét 16 mot viéc. Nha Ikeo nhan dwgc mot khoan tién
kha kha ttr cha dé toi, goi la tién nuoi dudng. T6i nghi, néu khong c6 khoan
tién nay, chac hoan canh song cua t6i da khac.

Sau khi ba nu6i mat, thé chat t6i van yéu nhu tredc thwong xuyén 6m dau
khién ma lo lang rat nhiéu.

Ct thé, t6i song ru ri ngét hai muwoi nam trong ngoi nha xay trén doi cao
trong xudng bién. Ngoai mot so ban hoi dai hoc thi thodng dén choi, téi gan
nhw khong gdp bat cit ai khac nita. Nhitng thang ngay budn té lap di lap lai,
tinh lang nhu mat nwéc ao tu.

Do 1a cudc sdng cach biét vai tinh yéu, hén nhan.

Chuyén chang c6 gi dang ty hao, nhung tdi cling khong vi thé ma ty ti.
Ma chwa bao gio dé cap dén van dé nay. To6i cam thay, c6 1 minh ct thé nay
mai cling nén.

Duwong nhv mudn lap ddy mwoi may nam khong gdap nhau, Rakeba
Hisashige hoi han rat nhiéu diéu. Vi du t6i thwong vé gi, da ma trién lam ca
nhan chua, tai sao t6i lai chuyén dén Kyoto... To6i cling m& long ké lai hét.

“A, cau duogc thira ké gia san khong 16 nhw thé thi phai ndp thué, chic
phién ha 1am?”

To6i khé gdy tan thu6c vao chiéc gat tan da day dau mau, thira nhan,
“Pung thé, hinh nhw phai giai quyét khong it vé dat dai.”

“‘Hinh nhw’? Ching ta dang ndi vé chuyén cta nguoi khac a?”

“T6i nam vién lau qua nén pho thac moi viéc cho ma giai quyét. Ké ca
chuyén cho6 & ciling do ba quyét dinh ”

“Hién nay bac lam co quan nao?”

“Ma c6 di lam, nhung 1a héi trwdc co. T khi chuyén vé Kyoto thi nghi
r6i. Nay lo coi s6c khu nha kiéu Tay va cac manh dat chwa x 1y xong.”

“Gio cau khoe lai roi chit?”

“U, ciing tam 6n.”

“Ngay trudc cau rat hay nghi hoc.”
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Kakeba lim dim mat, ngén cai go lach cach 1én ban. Khi ngwéc nhin con
ngwoi mau nau, khong, ding hon la mau nau anh doé cua cau ta, t6i bong
thay lanh gay.

... Gio.

Mot cam giac ky quai.

Ct& nhw c6 mot luéng dién rat yéu chay tir gy 1én dinh dau, té té.

... Bau troi do nhw mau.

Sau mot thoang boi roi, t6i chi kip kéu 1én, “Gi vay? Do la gi?”

Canh vat tredc mat tir tir chao qua chao lai, r6i cac dwong nét dot ngot
nhoe mo...

.. Nhitng khom hoa né tung...
.. bung dua theo gi6...

... Hai cai bong mau den...

... Anh...!
.. Anh...!

“... ryu! Cau Hiryu

Tiéng Kakeba goi khién t6i birng tinh.

“Cau sao thé? Sao ct do ra thé? Tan thuoc 1a roi kia!”

“A, xin 16i.”

Vira phui tan thudc trang rét xudng dau goi, t6i vira lac dau that manh.

“Cau c6 sao khong? Sac mat cau khong 6n lam.”

“Khong, toi khong sao ca.”

“That thé chi?”

«(y.»

“Vay thi tot. H'm? Da muon thé nay ro6i sao.”

Kakeba nhin déng ho treo twong, cam bao thudc Hi- Lite trén ban, cat vao
tii 4o roi twr tir ditng day.

“T6i con c6 viéc phdi di nén tam xin phép nhé. A, ding r6i, day la danh

[13
!

thiép cua t6i.” Cau ta md& vi 1ay tdm danh thi€p mau nga dwa cho t6i.

“Ctr goi cho t6i lic nao cling dugc, tr chiéu la hau nhv t6i déu & phong
nghién cttu. H6m nao tién, cho t6i dén choi nha cau mot lan, dwgc chir?”

Toi cling ding 1én theo cau ta.
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“Khong van dé gi, toi la triéu phu thoi gian ma!”

bém khuya.

Ga ¢ do, van trong can phong ay, van s yén tinh dy. ... Thoi co dén roi.

Ga vira nghi vira nhéch mép.

ROi cuwdi 16n.

Ga biét r6 noi & ctia ngwoi dan 6ng do, Hiryu Soichi. Nhung ké kia lai
khong biét ban than dang bi ga nham vao.

Khéng can phai sot ruot. Khong duwgce hanh dong voi vang.

Viéc truede tién can lam la...

Ga lai cuoi.

Tiéng cudi khe khé sau trong c6 hong.
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Bo6n ngay sau cudc gap god vdi Kakeba Hisashige, ngay 24 thang Chin,
cac t0 bao bubi sang lai dang tin mot vu giét hai tré em nita ¢ thanh pho
Kyoto.

Hién tredng vu an van & quan Sakyo, trong ngoi chua co tén Phap Nhién
cach chua Ngan Cac khong xa vé phia Nam. Chiéu ngay 23, nhitng nguoi
dén thap hwong tinh c& phat hién xac mot chau bé bi ném trong bui cé.

Nan nhan tén Masumi Ikeda, 6 tudi, la con gai thi hai cua d6i vg chong
gido vién treong cap ba gan d6. Pugc biét, sam t6i ngay 22, hai vg chong
TIkeda di tim con su6t nhung khong thay, bén bao canh sat.

Thu phap giét nguwoi y nhu cfi, bép c6 cho dén chét.

Vét han dé€ lai trén c6 chau bé Masumi rat giong vu giét bé trai Uedera
thang trwdc, hién trvong hai vu an lai rat gan nhau nén canh sat cho rang,
nhiéu kha nang day la mot vu giét nguwoi hang loat do cung mot hung tha
gay ra, nén ho sé tién hanh diéu tra theo hwdng nay.
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T6i dang ngu thi bong choang tinh gidc.

... Lai nita sao?

Dbung, lai nita, caAm giac do lai xuat hién.

Cam giac do... la ‘tiéng dong’ phai khong nhi? Nhung lai khong han la
tiéng dong, ma chi nhw sy chuyén dong khé khang cta dong khong khi dwa
béng t6i mit mung lwu chuyén khap can nha. Ma cling c6 khi chang cé su
chuyén dong nao ca.

Chi minh t6i trong dém toi.

Mot tuan trd lai day (hom nay la ngay cudi cung cta thang Chin phai
khong nhi?), t6i da may lan cdm nhan dugc no.

Cam nhan dugc sy ton tai cia mot vat, hodc mot nguwdi. Rat mo ho, kho
dién t, sinh ra tir trong chinh ng6i nha nay.

Bay gio cling thé.

Toi tirng nghi 1a do minh twéng twong ra thoi. Thyc té da may lan toi ty
nhac nhé ban than nhv vay, va 10 di cdm giac nay. Nhung tinh trang dé c
tai dién khién t6i khong thé khong cong nhan sy ton tai ctia no.

Chi la twéng twong théi w? Khong, khong phai thé.

T6i ngoi day, vdi 1dy bao thudc 14 dat bén goi.

Ngoi xép bang tron trén chan, t6i cham thudc. Ngon Itta nho xiu xua di
phan nao béng toi den dac trong phong.

Phong ngu rong chirng sau chiéu, kiéu Nhat, cach tién sanh hai phong.

T6i khong bat den, ct lang 1& hat thubce trong bong toi, vira hit vira tap
trung lang nghe. Nhung chi nghe thdy tiéng con tring mua thu ni non vong
vao qua ctta kinh chit khong c6 am thanh gi khac.

Phong ngt ctia ma la gian trong cung tir bén trai tién sanh di vao, cach
phong t6i kha xa. Liéu c6 phai ba van con thitc, ditng day di lai tao ra am
thanh hay th gi dé khién t6i c6 cam giac kia khéng nhi?

T6i cam dong ho deo tay 1én, c6 nhin gio.

Chuwa dén 3 gio sang.
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Du sinh hoat cta t6i khong bi rang budc vé mat thoi gian nhwng sau 12
gio dém, t6i van trd vé phong nga dé nghi ngoi. Ma thuong di nga sém hon.

Pém nay cling vay. Thoi diém nhan ra am thanh di thwong kia réi thitc
gidc van hét nhr moi lan. Cling nén cam on no, vi toi quen thitc giac luc 8
gio sang, nhung nho hién twgng la nay ma cé ngay t6i nga dén gan 10 gio.

Khi t6i day dé xem do6 1a gi thi n6é dot nhién bién mat. May lan trudc cling
vay, toi beén ngoi yén, lang tai cAm nhan thit dang an ndu trong man dém kia.

Chang bao lau sau...

Khong r6 tir dau vong lai tiéng lach cach rat khé.

bung, ding thé that.

Toi hit thd sau, tap trung tinh than lang nghe.

Lach cach, lach cach...

Lai n6i lén r6i. Toi dang ngdi quay lwng ra hién, bén trai la hanh lang
thong dén khu nha kiéu Tay, am thanh nay tr phia d6 vong dén.

T6i ditng 1én, quyét dinh phai di xem sao.

To6i khé m@ ctra, r6i nhe nhang budc ra hanh lang t6i den nhw mwc. Tay
trai ap twong, t6i khé do dam ting budc dé khong gay ra tiéng dong, tir tir
tién vé phia trudc.

Sau hai Ian r8, toi tién vao hanh lang dan sang Luc Anh Trang. Cé thé
thay anh sang 10 mo tir bén ngoai hat vao ctra s6.

Hanh lang khong mot bong nguwdi. Thé thi, tiéng dong lic nay...

Lach cach...

Lai la am thanh d6. T cho sau nhat caa hanh lang vong dén.

Bén phai hanh lang c6 hai gian chita do. Ngan cach ching véi hanh lang
chi la mot canh ctra kéo. Liic nay, canh ctra dang dong chat.

T6i cham cham budc 1én trong béng td6i md mo.

Tdi trede canh cira kéo & cudi hanh lang, t6i nin thd dwa tay 1én.

Luc kéo ctra ra, t6i nghe thdy mét tiéng ‘ket’

Canh ctra cudi hanh lang ngan cach giita nha chinh va nha tro dang khép
ho. Ntta bén kia, titc hanh lang bén khu nha tro c6 4nh dén hit lai. O bac
thém phia trong ctta, mot béng nguwdi dang chong hai tay xuéng san, lung
quay vé phia anh den.
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Ciing nhu t0i, ngwdi do hét sitc kinh ngac.

“A... chdo... xin chdo...”

Pang ngugc sang nén téi khong nhan ra khuon mat ngang lén cta nguoi
dang bo 16m cém kia.

“La...”

“Xin... xin 16i.”

T6i vira md miéng thi nguoi do da xin 16i bang chat giong the thé va ding
1én. T6i ro trén twong hanh lang tim cong tac roi bat den.

D6 la mot thanh nién mdc quan 4o thé thao mau be, Kuratani Makoto,
nghién citu sinh, hién dang thué gian 1-C Luc Anh Trang.

“Khuya thé nay sao cau lai ¢ day?”

“Xin l6i...”

Kuratani Makoto véc ngudi tam thwdc, vai rong hon vai t6i nhiéu, du cau
ta luén giam minh trong phong nghién citu nhwng than thé van rat cuong
trang. Kuratani Makoto vira vo vo mai tébc mém mai mau nau dam vira cui
dau nguong nghiu noi, “Xin 16i... Koichiro chay mat r6i.”

“Koichiro?”

“A, 1a tén con chudt hamster.”

“Chudt hamster?” Toi ngac nhién hoi.

“T6i 1ay né tir phong thi nghiém dem vé nu6i. N6 vira chay mat.”

“Cau dang tim no6 a?”

“Vang. Dé xin phép nudi no, t6i c6 hoi chi nha tirc ma anh ro6i.”

No6i m6i nhd, hinh nhw méa da nhac qua.

“Nhung sao cau lai mé ctra bén do ra?”

Cau hoi nay lai khién Kuratani ldng ting vo toc.

“Canh ctra nay von ma san tir dau, cho nén t6i nghi c6 thé né da trén qua
day.”

Qua la khoa cira da hong ti truede khi toi chuyén vé. Vg bac Mizujiri
Dokichi néi, cai khéa nay khong dung dwoc tir vai nam nay roéi nhung van
bd do, co thé tai cha cho rang khong can thiét phai siva.

To6i ti'ng nhac ma nén stta cho yén tam, ba n6i ‘Dé sau’, nhung roi cling
khong ngé ngang dén nita.
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“Du sao, dém hom khuya khoat cau cling khong nén gay tiéng dong.” Toi
nghiém khac nhac nhg.

Kuratani cui dau, lich sy dap, “Pa lam anh thitc gidc, t6i rat xin 16i.”

Cau ta vira boi roi dap vira rén rén lui vé canh ctra phia bén Kkia.

Con con chudt hamster chay mat sé thé nao nhi?

T6i ngam nghi, roi khép ctra lai.
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Cau nha van kho tinh luon than phién vé moi truong phong 6c.

Ong gid mu hanh nghé mat xa di ngang néi mdy 15, tién béi vé van sé
ngay hom do.

Cau nghién cttu sinh ntra dém di tim con chudt hamster.

Toan la nhitng vi khach thué nha ky quai! T6i vira nghi vira ngoat tré ve.

Tiéng dong va cam giac khong binh thwong khién t6i phai tran troc rot
cudc lai chang la gi cd! Xem ra, nhitng am thanh ma t6i nghe thdy may lan
trie@c cling chi nhw dém nay, la do mot khach thué nha di di lai lai, thé thoi.

Toi thd phao, nhung lai thdy hoi chan nan, khong ro tai sao.

Toém lai, canh ctta dé nén stta cho nhanh. T6i sé ké ma vé chuyén xdy ra
dém nay va nhac ba lap titc goi ngudi dén chita khoa.

Sap trd vao vao phong ngu thi bong cam thay bat an, t6i bén quyét dinh
sang xem gian nha kho da duwgc bién thanh xwéng vé kia.

Cudi 16i di, cai bong xam xam cua hinh nhan dang chd dén t6i. T6i khong
con ngac nhién vi hinh tht quai di ctia n6 nita, nhwng van khong thé gat bd
cam giac kho chiu véi nhitng ‘co gai’ nay.

Khéng tinh s6 & xwdng vé thi trong nha c6 ca thdy sdu ma no canh, bay
rai rac ¢ nha chinh va Luc Anh Trang, mdi bén ba c6, déu khiém khuyét mot
bd phan nao day.

Co nang doi dién t6i lic nay khong cé dau. Co dat ngoai tién sanh thiéu
tay phai. O hang hién chay qua phong ngt ctia ma 1a mot c6 thiéu chan tréi,
than duwdi dung gia go lam khung xwong dé gan hong va chan phai.

Bén Luc Anh Trang, ting hai c6 hai c6, chd ngodt hanh lang 1a mot cd
thiéu tay trai, hanh lang phia trong la mét c6 thiéu chan trai; tang trét c6 mot
c6 thiéu than trén, cling dung gia go lam khung xwong dé gan dau va hai
canh tay vao.

Poc vai tai liéu ctia cha dé trén gia sach, t6i méi biét caic ma no canh déu
duwgc lap rap bdi nam bo phan c6 thé thao roi, gom dau, than trén, than dwdi,
tay phai va tay trai.
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Keé tir hong tré xudng, bao gom hai chan, goi la than dwdi. Mot trong hai
chan c6 thé thao ra. Phai thiét ké nhw thé dé tién mac quan cho cac cb. Vi
vay, néu tinh ca mot chan thao roi dwoc thi ma no canh gém sau bo phan.

Sau hinh nhan déu khuyét mot bo phan nao do, va néu khéng ké c6 khong
dau, thi nam c6 con lai déu khong c6 mat.

Theo suy doan tir trudc, cac c6 nang do cha toi ché tac déu la Hiryu
Miwako phuc sinh. Nhwng du nghi thé thi...

Tai sao cha lai c6 y dat dam hinh nhan khéng hoan chinh nay & cac noi
trong nha? Va con dan lai la khong ai dugc dung dén ching, tai sao?

C6 1é nguoi cha da tw sat cia toi bi &m anh béi mot y nghi hao huyén nao
do6. Sy ¢6 doc khi vé gia, niém nhé nhung nguwdi vg da mat... thé roi (nhw
hang x6m van ban tan) cha t6i hoa dién.

Thoi dung nght niva!

T6i khong mudn nghi nhiéu vé chuyén nay. Khong thiét nghi nita.

T6i day ctva xwdng vé, bat den, nhin khap lwot.

Sau khi tap trung toan bd dam hinh nhan trong phong lai, t6i xép gon
ching sang goéc bén phai roi phu vai trang 1én. Du sao, toi cling khong thich
ching dirng ri rac khap phong nhw vay.

Gitra gian phong rong rai dé gia vé va chiéc ghé mat tron. Trén gia vé la
bttc tranh son dau chwa hoan thanh. Hoa cu dat trong ngan ta may, kha 16n
xon. Trong cung la chiéc ban go to rong, mét cai ghé cé tay vin, mot gia
sach cao lap ctra kinh, va bo dan nghe nhac.

Bén trai goc do con c6 mot chiéc ghé bap bénh dé ngoi doc sach.

“Cai...?” T6i suyt nita hét Ién nhung da kip nudt lai.

Vi nhin thay mét thit khong nén dat & do

La mot hinh nhan. Lé ra n6 phdi dang ditng trong goc kia, thé ma lic nay
lai ngoi trén chiéc ghé bap bénh!

Sao thé duwoc?

To6i 1én nhin phan dau, gdy va vai nho lén & lwng ghé, ding la lan da trang
nhot ciia ma no canh.

T6i run ray nhin quanh, roi ti tt* budc vong ra phia tredc ghé.
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D6 la mot hinh nhan khong c6 hai canh tay. Phan lién két than trén va
than dwdi da bi thdo ra, chong 1én nhau thanh hinh cong cong, nén né méi
ngoi dugc nhw vay. Va...

“Gi thé nay?” Tbi suyt gao lén.

Toan than n6 dinh mau.

Ntra nguoi trén (khéng cé mat), tv cd6 hong xuéng dén bd nguc 16i ra déu
bi boi nhoe nhoet thuéc mau dé tham nhw mau.

Ga cuoi.

Tiéng cuwdi cang lic cang sau, khung khuc trong c6 hong.

Hay s hai di!

Ga nhéch khée miéng 1én.

Run sg cuc do di!

Khong dugc phép voi vang.

Trwdc tién lam cho hodng s¢ bat an, réi titrng buwéc don dén chan twong
khong 16i thoat, sau do...

Sau do thi...
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To6i do dy rat 1au, khong biét cé nén néi véi ma vé hinh nhan dinh mau
trong xuwdng vé khong. Cudi cung, toi quyét dinh im lang, khong mudn
ma phai lo lang cho minh.

Chung t6i chuyén vé day da gan ba thang.

Chac han ma thay rat co don vi phai roi xa qué hwong dé dén day & vai
toi. Du nho tai san cha rudt t6i dé lai, trwdc mat khong can lo lang gi vé van
de sinh hoat, nhung & thanh pho nay, ba chang c6 1dy mot ngwdi quen than
nao.

Gan day, ma lai choi Shamisen* nhuw ngay trudc, cling da quen vdi cudc
song mdi & noi nay, nhung ba van khong cé ban bé. Ma noéi, da thi giao
thiép v6i hang x6m nhuwng thay ai cling nhiéu thanh kién vé gia dinh minh.

“Vi cha con la mot nguwdi ky la. Va ca cach ong ay ra di nita, khé tranh
khoi...” Ma thuwong than phién nhw vay.

Té hon nita, khi con séng, cha thwong bi goi la ‘Lao dién & Nhan Hinh
Quan’. Sau khi lao dién ty sat, dita con trai duy nhat doc than bay lau bong
chuyén vé day cung nguwoi me khong hiéu tai sao lai khac ho* ctia né. Pira
con trai dd ngoai ba mwoi ma van khong vo khong con, khong nghé khong
nghiép, ngay nay sang ngay khac chi ng6i suong & nha.

Pay qua la dé tai dang dé ban tan khap pho phuong ngd ngach.

Ciing vi thé ma t6i khong nd ké cho ma biét chuyén ky quai kia.

Ma khong phdai ngudi manh mé, trdi lai, téi con thdy ba rat yéu dudi nita.

Ba coi t6i nhw kiép sau ctia dita con dé da mat, nén hét long thwong yéu
chdam séc. Khong phai bdi ba citng céi, ma chang qua la cach ba tim cho dwa
tinh than dé s6ng not quang doi con lai thoi.

Muwoi nam trwde, khi ba Yuji qua doi, ba ¢t 6m chat thi thé 6ng ma kéu
khoc mai. Sau do, ba nam chat tay toi, cham chu nhin t6i va noi. ..

‘May ma van con c6 Soichi. Khong sao, van con Soichi...’

Ma c6 lan da min mang, giong ndi trong tréo, khong ai nghi ba da 54 tudi.
Khi t6i nam vién, ma tuc trec an can cham soéc, khudén mat luén c6 nét cwoi
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twoi sang nhuw tiép thém sitc manh cho t6i. Ké tir khi chuyén dén day, diéu do
van khong thay doi.

Nhung...

Toi biét, thinh thoang ba lai that than. Trong thodng choc, anh mat ba tra
nén trong rong.

Ba dang gia di. Ba dang u uat.

Ba dang...

Du la hoa si, nhung t6i chwa tirng gidi thiéu nhitng tac pham ctia minh ra
cong ching. Hudng chi, thé chat t6i lai kém, hay 6m dau nén khong c6 y
dinh 1ay vg, dwong nhién khéng cé cach gi dé ma dugc tan hwong khung
canh tam dai dong duwong. Vay nén, diéu duy nhat t6i c6 thé lam cho ma la
khong dé ba phai qua vat va tat bat.

Vi thé, t6i quyét dinh khong hé rang vé chuyén ma no canh. T6i chi nho
ba nhanh chéng chita 6 khoa canh ctta ngin giita nha chinh va Luc Anh
Trang ma thoi. Luc dé, toi c6 ké véi ba chuyén Kuratani Makoto di tim con
chuot hamster.

‘Con bij giat minh chir gi?” Ma néi va nd nu cwoi hon nhién.

Cho du la thé...

T6i van nghi nggi.

R6t cudc, ai da bay ra tro dua kia?

Vé ly ma néi thi nhiéu kha ning 1a cac khach thué tro & Luc Anh Trang.

Trong do6, dang ngo nhat la anh chang Kuratani. Con chudt bién mat biét
dau chi la ly do bién bach tam thoi ma thoi.

Nhitng nguoi khac thi sao?

DPuong nhién, con c6 thé 1a Tsujii Yukihito. Ong mu Kizugawa Shinjo thi
it c6 kha nang, nhung vg chong bac quan ly Mizujiri Dokichi ciling dang
ngo.

Co6 diéu, du tha pham thye sy 1a ai thi han lam chuyén d6 dé lam gi? Lén
vao nha kho dat ma no canh 1én ghé r6i b6i mau doé nhw mau lén. Dau la dua
van that qua dang.

Nhung chang thé gap tirng nguwoi dé héi thang, va cling chwa nghiém
trong dén mic phai bao canh sét.
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ROt cudc ai da lam? Va tai sao?

Tam gac van dé sang mot bén. Truwdc mat o khéa chat xwang veé lai da.

T6i 1ap titc chay ra ngoai tiém mua khoa treo loai tot ve.

Ma thay thé thi hoi ngac nhién. Toi chi gidi thich la ‘can than cling khong
thtra’.
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Hoa bi ngan* da nd ruc rd.

Loai hoa c6 biét hiéu ‘man chau sa’, ‘hoa nguwdi chét’ nay dang khoe sac
dé tham ca mé6t goc san.

Giong nhu hoi thang Bay méi chuyén dén day, ca san triedc lan san trong
déu khong dugc cham séc. Ma chi thinh thodng stra sang qua loa vai céi cay
gan tién sanh va hién.

Ba ciing tirng néi nén maoi thg lam vwon dén cham s6c khu vire san nha,
nhung téi bao cit dé nguyén nhu vay. Co 1€ vi ngay trudc, cha t6i da mac ké
ching phat trién thodi mai nén t6i cam thdy khodng san u &m nhw manh rirng
hoang nay rat phu hgp v6i phong vi c6 xwa cia ngoi nha.

T6i ng6i & hanh lang quay vé huéng Nam bén ngoai phong nga va hat
thudc, cit thé ngoi than tho dén tan dau gio chiéu.

Dau hiéu ctia mua thu ngay cang r6 nét, co6 dai ram rap ciing dan da kho.
Canh bo twong moc 1on x0n du loai cay xanh t6t quanh nam nhw dé gai,
nhya ru6i va thong, nhung gitta san chi 1é loi mét cay hoa anh dao, ciing la
noi cha t6i treo cd. Sang xuan, chac hoa sé nd dep lam day.

Phia bén kia cady hoa anh dao la nhitng bui hoa bi ngan dé tham, twong
phan rd rét véi gam mau xam xit cua ca khoang san. Loai hoa nay nd vao ha
tuan thang tredc, phai dén sau thang Mwdi mdéi bat dau héo tan.

Than canh mwét xanh vion cao thang tap nhu dwgc ban tay tao héa rit
1én tr trong long dat, trén cung la bong hoa vdi nhitng canh nho xinh xoe ra
moi huéng.

Chtng c6 biét hiéu ‘hoa nguoi chét’, 1a bai ching hay moc & dong hoang
va gan bai tha ma ciing nén.

Nghe no6i, mot s6 dia phwong con goi chiing 1a hoa ti nhan, chac vi ching
chita chat doc alkaloid. Xwa kia, ngudi ta trng dung cu cua ching lam thirc
an dy phong.

T6i nhin nhitng béng hoa do tham dang dung dwa theo lan gié thu hiu hat,
hoi thé bat giac cling hoa cung mét nhip. Bong nhién...
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... Nhitng bong hoa do tham.

T6i bong thay long xao dong.

... MOt doi... mau den...

... Hai sgi den den...

T6i voi nham nghién mat.

... Lai giéng nhu...

... Giong nhv... con mang xa...

Trong khoanh khdc, noi khée mat van con vuong lai de anh do tham,
dwong nhu téi da trong thay diéu gi d6, mot khung canh trong qua khit xa
xam.
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Keé tir khi t0i stta khéa ctra, dong thoi khéa xwéng veé lai, tinh hinh trg
Vé yén on.

To6i van thite gidc Iic nita dém do cam giac khé chiu nhw c6 ai d6 hodc
th gi do dang ¢ cung duwdi mot mai nha v6i minh.

Nhung r6i téi cho rang, chi la tiéng dong ctia nguoi thué nha vong dén tw
dau d6 bén Luc Anh Trang ma théi, ching dang dé phan nan.

Khoda stra r6i, toi cling yén tam phan nao. Du c6 ké dinh bay ra tro dua vo
duyén (hay ac y), han ciing khong vao néi nha chinh.

Nhung...

MGt tuan sau, xung quanh t6i lai xay ra nhitng sy kién dang ngd, vé hinh
thitc thi hoi khac lan truéc.

Thit Sau, ngay mung 9 thang Muoi.

Van nhuv moi khi, bu6i chiéu, t6i rdi nha dé dén quan Lai Mdng.

Hom 4y, ma ra ngoai tir chiéu. Moi tuan ba lan, tirc thit Hai, Tw va Séu, ba
di tap Shamisen. Tap xong ba nan lai uéng tra voi cac ban méi quen ¢ doé
dén khi t6i mit méi vé nha.

Ba chang bao gid quén khoa ctra chinh.

Twr khi xdy ra chuyén hinh nhan nhuém mau trong nha kho, t6i tré nén
cang thang mot cach ky la. Civa chinh & tién sanh ban ngay von di khong can
khoa, nay toi luon khoéa lai. Khi ra ngoai tat nhién phai khoa nhung ké ca khi
0 nha, toi cling khoa luon.

T6i va ma déu cé chia khoa ctra chinh tién sanh, chia du phong cat trong
ngan kéo, cho bon rira trong bép. Nhan day noi thém, khoa xwdng vé cé hai
chia, déu do t6i gii ca.

Trwdc khi ra khoi cong dé dén quan Lai Mong, t6i luon ngé qua hom thuw.
Do nguwoi dua thu thuwong dén vao khoang 3 rudi, 4 gio chiéu nén khong can
ban v&i ma, toi tw nhan 1ay viéc dé y thu tin nay.

Goi la thu tin, thyc ra chu yéu la bién lai hodc hoa don dién nuwéc, phi bao
hiém, chang cé mdy thw gt tryc ti€p cho t6i. Mua hé nam nay, buu dién
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chuyén t6i vai bic thue giii theo dia chi cli tham héi dip nghi hé, nhung t6i
khong viét thw phic dap hodc théng bao da chuyén nha vi cam thay phién
ha.

T6i tho tay phai vao hom thw gan & tru cong. Lan nao t6i cling lam vay
cho nhanh.

Bén trong chang c6 buu thiép hay thu tin gi cd. Tay t6i dot nhién so thay
th gi do lanh lanh nhv kim loai.

“Qi...” Con dau nhéi tir dau ngoén tay khién toi bat giac hét 1én va rit tay
ra.

Gl thé?

Pau ngén gitta bi xwdc, mau do ri ra.

Tai kinh ngac nhin vao bén trong.

Manh thuy tinh a?

Dung, thuy tinh.

Manh thuay tinh tam giac dai khoang nam centimet viit trong hom thu, ria
sac cua no cia dit ngon tay toi.

Toi the [wdi liém vét thwong réi dua tay trai vao 1dy manh thuy tinh ra.

Tai sao ¢ day lai...

Th¢ nay vo tinh lot vao trong hom thw v? Khong thé nao! Binh thuong
lam sao c6 chuyén nhw vay dugc.

Thé nay thi...

T6i vira ném manh thuy tinh vao bui cay ¢ san trudc vira vo thic nhin
quanh.

Ai da lam tro nay? La c6 y phai khong?

Chang phai dé6 la cach giai thich duy nhat sao?

Co6 ké c6 y tha manh thuay tinh vao hom thw. Han doan biét nguwdi nha nay
sé ct thé tho tay vao, dé roi bi thwong. La cay xao xac trong gio.

Nhitng than cay trong vuon da bat dau chim vao boéng toi, toi caAm nhan
duwgc ac y cia mot ké chwa ré nhan dang, va diéu do khién tam trang t6i bat
on, non nao.
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Ngay 12 thang Mudi, ba hom sau vu manh thuy tinh, dang an com t6i,
ma noéi, “Gan day xdy ra nhitng chuyén quai la... Chac la tro dua
nghich cua bon tré con. Nhung... ”

Nghe thdy may tir ‘tro dua nghich’, t6i ngac nhién dirng diia ngang nhin
ma.

“Chuyén qudi la gi a?” To6i héi, cling nhan ty ra giong minh rat cang
thang.

Hinh nhw ma khong dé y dén tam trang cua toi, ba tra 10i, “Cling chang c6
gi to tat. Nhung sang sém nay da la lan thi ba r6i...”

“La tro dua nhu thé nao a?”

“Bén ngoai tién sanh c6 hon da.”

“Hon da?”

“U! To bing chitng ndy nay.” M4 cham hai ngén cai va hai ngén tro lai
vGi nhau, tao thanh hinh bau duc. “Mot hon da kha to, nam tro khac ¢ do.”

“0 chd nao cua tién sanh a?”

“M& ctta ra la thdy ngay. Néu ma nhé khong nham, lan dau la thit Nam
tuan tredc. Ma khong ngo & doé lai c6 hon da, sang s6m di ra lay t0 bao thi
giam phai va suyt ngd. Chuyén khong to tat gi nhung sang hom kia va sang
hom nay lai lap lai.”

“Chi thé thoi a?”

“U, chi thé thdi.” M4 rét nuéc sbi vao dm tra va noéi “Thé co la khong?
N6 dau thé ty lan dén? Duwong nhw c6 ai dé dat vao.”

“Cho nén, ma mdi nghi la tro dua tré con. Lai xdy ra vao sém tinh mo,
chac dam hoc sinh tiéu hoc dua nghich treéce khi dén treong nhi? Nha nao
nudi méo mai phai chi y can than chuyén lon hay binh rong dat trude ctra
nha, nhung nha ta lai khong nudi meo.”

“Lon rong va méo lién quan gi dén nhau a?”

“Nghe noi dung né dé bat meo.”
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“Bat meo?”

“Hinh nhu la ban ngay, ké trom sé di tham thinh, thdy nha nao nu6i con
meo hay thi ching dat lon trwdc cira dé danh dau, dém t6i sé mo dén bat
meo.”

“Chtng dung da méo dé lam mat dan Shamisen a?”

“Pai khai thé.”

Tam bé qua chuyén bat méo, nhung phia triwdc tién sanh xuat hién hon da
thi ding la ky quai, t6i khong sao giai thich nai.

C6 ding nhw ma ndi, la tro nghich ngogm ctia mdy dita nhé quanh day, hay
la...

N6 khong giong chuyén tha manh thiy tinh vao hom thw hom trudce. Dat
hon da & ctra khong gay nguy hai cho ching t6i, cung lam la vo tinh giam
vao suyt ngd nhw ma thoéi. Hai tro dua nay du cung c6 ac y thi tinh chat van
khac nhau.

Nhung...

Hon da tro troi dat & do...

Toi ¢t cdm thdy cé nguyén nhan gi an gidu phia sau.

La gi?

“Soichi.” Ma thay t6i ngirng an va im lang mai, bén lo lang héi. “Con sao
vay?”’

“Khong, khong sao a.”

“Gan day con c6 vé khong vui.”

“Thé a?”

“Néu khong van dé gi thi tot. Con an thém bat nita chit?”

“Thoi a! Con du roi...”

Toi dat diia xuéng. Ma hoi lo lang, li€c nhin khuén mat t6i. Lat sau, ba
vira rét tra cho toi vira xdi 16i néi, “A, Soichi, ma nghi, hay la maoi khach
thué nha dén cung an vdi ching ta mét bita nhi?”

“Da?”

“May hém tredc, ma tro chuyén véi Kuratani, cau ta ndéi, song doc than
an com ma&t minh rat buon té, toan ra ngoai an. Cho nén ma méi nghi rang sé
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moi Tsujii va co thé ca 6ng Kizugawa nita, ma nau mot noi lau mai ho cling
an. Ho déu song doc than cd, chac sé thich 1am.”

“Tai sao...” Toi cau may. Nhung khi nhan ra tam y sau xa cua ma, toi
khong dinh phan doi nita.

“Thinh thodng tiép xtic v&i nhiéu ngudi cling t6t ma phai khong Soichi?”

Thyc ra ma lam thé khong vi nghi cho ho ma la nghi cho t6i.

Vi dta con mac ching ‘c6 doc’ 1a téi (ma nghi vay sao?)... Khéng, khong
phai, ma c0 1€ cling vi chinh minh nita.

“Ma dinh lam gi thi ct lam, ma a!” T6i tra 1oi.

Ma da muén lam nhw thé thi t6i cting khéng c6 y kién gi khac, hudng
chi... Ké ra cling ding, chinh t6i hién nay cling dang mu6n tim co hdi dé tro
chuyén vdi ho.

Tuy khong rd may tro dua nhw manh thuiy tinh trong hom thw hay hon da
dat trudce cira c6 phai déu do mét ngwoi bay ra hay khong, nhwng it nhat, vu
ma no canh trong xwdng veé rat cé thé la bdi mot nguwdi trong bon ho. Néu
loai trir 6ng mu Kizugawa Shinjo ra thi thu pham c6 thé la Kuratani hoac
Tsujii.

Moi ngay, gan nhu t6i khong giap mat ho, thé thi lan nay sé la dip tot dé
tham do.

“Pugc! M4 sé hdi ho xem hom nao thi tién nhat ” Ma twoi cuoi noi.
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Moi khi tdm trang nhe nhom, t6i thwong di hoi xa mét chuit.

Thinh thoadng, t6i van dao budc trén ‘dwong Triét hoc’ yéu thich chay tir
chuia Ngan Cac tGi chua Phap Nhién vao ngay trong tuan hay nhitng khoang
thoi gian it khach tham quan. Thang truéc, xac mot bé gai da dugc phat hién
& gan doan duong nay.

T6i khong ghét chua chién miéu mao nén thinh thodng ciing c6 dén chua
Nam Thién hay miéu Ha Ap... C6 chd & gan, nhung nhiéu noi kha xa nén
toi thuwong di xe dap.

Song lan nay, xe dap lai hong phanh.

Sy viéc xdy ra vao chiéu thit Sau ngay 16 thang Mudi.

DPap xe ra khdi nha duwgc mot ldc, toi lién nhan ra c6 van dé. Toéi bop may
lan ma phanh ca hai banh déu khong an.

Lic nay lai dang xuéng doc, xe lao di kha nhanh. T6i v0i tha hai chan
xu6ng dat ham lai nhung xe khong thé dirng ngay.

Phia trw6dc c6 may dita nhé vira tan hoc vé dang dan hang ngang trén
dwong. Ching kinh ngac dirng lai nhin. Bo dang t6i Iic d6 chac phai boi roi
lam.

Than kinh van dong cua t6i von di cham chap, lai v6i tranh dam hoc tro
nén mat thang bang nga kénh ra.

L tré kéu 6 1én r6i cwdi nhw nac né. Mot ngudi 16n di cai xe dap bé teo bi
nga nhao c6 1é tréng rat buon cuoi.

Pau gbi, vai, khuyu tay bén trdi ddp manh xudng mat duwong. Trong mot
choc, t6i nghen thé va nam bat dong.

“Chu oi, chu c6 sao khong?” Mot diva bé khong nd bang quan ditng nhin
beén chay lai hoi tham. “C6 can goi xe citu thwong khong a?”

Toi tran tinh, im lang lac dau va dyng xe 1én, cam thdy cwe ky khon kho.

Khéng dita tré nao bi thwong. Ching vira ho hét vira tiép tuc buwdc di. T6i
di phia sau chiing, dat chiéc xe dap bi cong ghi dong quay vé nha.
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Khuyu tay do so mi rach toac, da rém mau, quan van lanh ldan nhuwng dau
g0i cling dau diéng.

Vé dén nha, chwa voi sat trung vét thwong, t6i 1ap titc xem xét phanh xe
va phat hién ra mot van de. ..

Hai sgi day phanh déu bi dut!
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T6i thi Ba, ngay 20 thang Mudi.

M4 moi cac khach tro & Luc Anh Trang sang nha chinh, ngbi vy quanh
10 cung an mén lau ga.

Chang riéng Kuratani, ngay Tsujii cling ngac nhién khi nhan 16i moi dung
bira.

“Cam on ba cé nha y... chi hiém...” Nghe néi, 6ng Kizugawa da khéo léo
t* chéi 10i moi cia ma. Ma noi, han O6ng ta ngai vi phdi ngéi cung may
nguoi it tudi nhiéu hon la ngai vi khuyét tat. ..

Nhéan dip nay ma cling moi cd vg chong bac Mizujiri, nhung bac trai
Dokichi dang bi caAm nam liét givong nén ho khong tGi duwoc, song bac Kine
rdt nhiét tinh van giip ma mua sam chuan bi nguyén liéu.

Cuodi cung, ca thay chi c6 bon ngwdi ngoi véi nhau, du sao thi van soi noi
vui vé hon han moi ngay.

Thoat dau, Kuratani va Tsujii con rén rén gitt ké, nhung c6 chit hoi men
roi thi cd hai déu néi nhu ban stng lién thanh va thé hién ca tinh cia ban
than. Hau nhu chi c6 ma doi thoai v6i hai anh chang con t6i sam vai thinh
gid cham chu lang nghe.

“Cho nén theo chéau, lam nghién citu sinh that khong dé gi! Cac gido su
thon thi nhiéu, nhung dau thé bao thang vao mat ho rang ho la d6 ngoc
dwge.” Go ma Kuratani ¢ng hong nhu thiéu nién, lu6n miéng cau nhau
nhung khong qua kho chiu.

“Nhung chi mai kia thoi, cau cling sé vinh dv tré thanh gido sw Pai hoc K
phai khong?” Ma noi.

Kuratani gai dau dap, “Chwa ro phéi doi dén Tét nam nao bac a! Va lai,
bén trén chau con khong it tién si t6t nghiép truwdc. Thoat dau, cha me chau &
qué rat mirng khi chau thi dé va dwoc hoc tiép nghién cttu sinh, nhung gio,
ong ba da hiéu rd bao no6i niém trong do, va c6 1é dang mong chau kiém
dugc viéc gi lam cho xong!”
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“Pai lai cau sé c6 bang cap!” Tsujii n6i, nhd hoi men ma khuén mat xanh
Xao cua cau ta cling wng dé. T6i cam thdy, giong néi do cé it nhiéu cham
chich. Cau ta liém méi thun thit, nheo mat ca cam, “it ra ciing twong dwong
vOi tién si cua may trweong dai hoc cong lap thaoi ky treée! Nhin vé lau dai
thi cau c6 twong lai twoi sdng day, chang giéng vdi t6i.”

“Thoi, t6i xin anh Tsujii! Md&i ngoai hai muoi tudi, anh da xuat hién trén
van dan nhan giai thwéng Nha van tré, tai ba hét cd con gi! Téi cling rat
muon lam nha van nhung dau c6 néi ban linh nhw anh!”

Tsujii ‘h®?” mot tiéng tw ché nhao minh. “Du dat dwgc chan Ién van dan
nhung khong viét noi sach ban chay thi van doéi bung théi! Nhan day t6i xin
ndi thém, goi la sach ban chay ciing that mo ho. Tac pham dac sac chwa chac
da ban chay dau!”

T6i day chinh la vi du dién hinh, 1o rang la Tsujii Yukihito dang nghi vay.

“Du sao t6i van rat ngudng mo anh.”

“Vang, tuy cau.”

“Ban dém anh cé viét khong?”

“Bat ké ldc nao, vi to6i van dang phai di 1am ma. A ndy, cau choi ghi ta
khién t6i nhitc dau ddy! Du da déi phong, tinh hinh c6 kha hon, nhung Ii tré
xung quanh lai dua nghich 6n ao muén chét.”

“Thé thi, c6 1€ t6i gdy Shamisen cling lam phién cau, phai khong?” Ma
noi.

Tsujii gwong gao noi, “Pau c6! Khong dau bac a!”

“A, Kuratani...” M4 béng nhin sang chang nghién cttu sinh. “Con chudt
hamster hom no tron mat, cau da tim thay chwa?”

“Da, chuyén 4y thi...” Cau ta ngwong nghiu nhin sang t6i. “Dém hém do
rat xin 16i anh...”

“Khong c6 gi, cau dirng ban tam.”

“Van chwa tim thay a?”

“Vang, nhoc con cling nhanh nhen lau ca that!”

“Thé thi c6 1€ no 1an vao cho nao doé trong nha r6i.” C6 vé ma khong ghét
con chuot hamster. “Mai kia chuot hamster két duyén véi chudt nha dé ra
mot dan chudt con chay di chay lai khap noi cho ma xem!”
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Ma cudi khic khich, ¢6 hoi tng héng. Tt héi con tré, ba da thich uéng
rirgu. Khi ba Yuji van con song, téi nao hai vg chéng cling déi am mot ldc.
bén gig, trede khi di nga, ma van nhdp chit riegu nhe hoac bia. T6i thinh
thoang ciing ngo6i uéng vdi ba nhung vé co ban, t6i khong uéng duwgc nhiéu.

Tuy nhién, t6i nay ai nang chén mai toi cling nhan hét. Trong lic lo mo vi
men rwgu, du khong cao hitng gi, toi van rat an twong vaGi vai doan doi thoai.

“Nay, vu an giét hai may dita bé, chac da bat dwgc hung tha roi nhi?”
Kuratani khoi mao.

“Vu tht nhit xdy ra & con muwong cach day khong xa, ding khong? Vu
thit hai thi & chuia Phap Nhién. Béo chi viét rang chi do mot hung tha gay ra,
chang ro c6é dang thé khong!”

“Hinh nhu van chwa bat dwgc hung tha.” Ma néi, tay gdy tan diéu thudc
bac ha. Mo6i khi regu vao, ba déu hit rat nhiéu thudc 1a.

“That dang ghé tdm! Sao lai giét tré em voO tdi chi?”

“Chac hung thu 1a ké bénh hoan dién cuoéng.” Kuratani li€c nhin Tsujii.
“Anh Tsujii, anh nghi sao? Anh cho rang hung thu 1a ké thé nao? Néu khong
tim ra hung thu thi c6 kha nang xdy ra an mang th ba khong?”

“A...” Tsujii tra 15i va uéng can chén rugu. “T6i ching hing thd v4i mdy
vu an thyc té kiéu nhw vay, vi toi dang nat 6c cau t¥ vu giét nguoi trong
cuon tiéu thuyét ctia minh.”

“Thé a? Anh dang viét tiéu thuyét trinh tham sao?”

“Coi la thé di!”

“Thé thi...” T6i xen vao, “Cau lay boi canh la khu nha nay, nhw cau da
trng néi, phai thé khong?”

“Khu nha nay la nguyén mau w?” Kuratani tram tro.

“Tén sach 1a An mang tai Nhdn Hinh Qudn, diing khong?”

Nghe t6i héi, Tsujii rut co, vé cut hitng, “Anh nhé r6 that day!”

“Ngay ngay dau tién chuyén vé day da nghe cau néi thé nén toi rat an
twgng.”

“Goi la Nhan Hinh Quan a? Chinh xac!” B6i mat Kuratani van dé, nhin
quanh khap lwgt. “Nha bén nay ciling c6 ma no canh?”

T6i vira gat dau vira dé y nét mat Kuratani.
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Néu cau ta la tha pham dot nhap gian nha kho thi dwong nhién phai biét
ma no canh dat & hai bén phdi trai hanh lang. Cau hoi vira r6i la gia vo hay
cau ta khong biét that?

Toi khong thé doan ra. Quan sat biéu cam va ngbén ngit cia Tsujii cling
chang dem lai két qua gi.

Cau chuyén sau d6é chuyén huwdéng sang nhitng dé tai nhw 1y do tai sao phai
dat cac hinh nhan khap noi, nhuwng ma va t6i khong néi gi hét.

“Du sao, day van la mot noi rat c6 sitc hap dan.”

Kuratani gat gu, chang rd duwgc bao nhiéu phan tram chan thanh nhwng it
ra ngoai mit ciing 16 vé kham phuc “An mang tai Nhan Hinh Quan a, hé
he...”

“Anh Hiryu, khu nha nay...” Tsujii n6i, hinh nhw swc nhé ra diéu gi, lién
nhin t6i. “Anh c6 nghe néi vé 6ng Nakamura Seiji khong?”

“Nakamura...”

“Nakamura Seiji. Seiji chit Han la “Thanh Ti’ ay.”

Hinh nhu t6i da nghe dén ci tén nay. T6i nhé ring... “Ong ta 1a mot kién
trac sw da mat tw 1au, mot nhan vat rat tha vi.”

“Néu t6i khong nham thi 6ng ta xay cho Fujinuma Kiichi...”

“Pung, ong ta thiét ké Thay Xa Quéan.” Tsujii cwoi nhat, “T6i biét nho
doc qua tap chi ma théi. Nhung néu Nhan Hinh Quan ciing 1a tdc pham cta
ong ta thi anh cdm thay c6 y nghia gi khong?”

“Noi nay... cling la do Nakamura Seiji xay dung u?”

“Khong phai vay sao? Toi titng nghi, c6 1€ noi nay lién quan dén ong ta.”

“Ong Hiryu Koyo cha anh von rat than vé6i hoa si Fujinuma Issei, dwong
nhién ciing biét con trai ctia 6ng ta. Biét dau khi céi tao lai khu nha, 6ng ay
da uy thac cho kién tric s Nakamura Seiji thiét ké.”

Vi t0i, gia thuyét nay mang y nghia rat sau xa.

May cai ‘Quan’ xay dung theo thiét ké ctia 6ng kién tric sw qua c6 ay déu
da xdy ra cac vu an hét sirc bi hiém.

Trong chuénh choang hoi men, t6i nhé dén 161 mot nguwdi ban noéi vao
mua thu nam ngoai, khi dén tham t6i 6m.
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T6i choang tinh vi tiéng hét khong biét tir noi nao vong tdi.

Tiéng hét tuy rat ngan nhwng qua da dé 1ap tirc kéo toi khoi giac nong.

Gi thé nhi?

To6i voi tung chan, van mac quan ao ngu, chay ra khéi phong.

“Ma 0i?”

Hinh nhuv tiéng hét vira ndy la giong ma, du nghe khong that ré6 nhung t6i
khong nghi dén kha nang nao khac.

“Mar”

T6i khong biét am thanh do6 phat ra t* hwéng nao, tir phong nga hay noi
nao khac?

Toi chay vao bép xem sao nhung khong thdy bong ma.

“Ma oi?”

Khi t6i goi 1an nita thi phia ngoai tién sanh co6 tiéng dap lai.

“Soichi...” Giong théu thao khiép sg.

“Maé sao thé?” T6i vira héi vira chay doc hanh lang.

Vira thitc gidc, dau 6c van chwa that tinh tdo nhuwng moét linh cam chang
lanh dang cu6n cudn dang lén.

O nén dat chd tién sanh, ngay bén canh con ma no canh, mé4 ditng quay
lung veé phia canh cira dang hé m@, sac mat ba tai nhot nhin toi.

“Maé sao vay? Vira ndy ma hét rat to phai khong?”

Ma khong noi gi, chi khé gat dau.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Con nhin di...” Ma run run dap, chi vé phia sau Iwng trong khi van nhin
tOi.

“Ngoai ctra a?”

Chan di xang dan, tdi ngo ra ngoai.

Lai c6 tht gi d6 dat bén ngoai tién sanh chang? Trong ma hoang mang
khac thwong, cé 1€ khéng phai 1a hon da nhv may lan trudc.
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“Khoan da, Soichi...” T6i vira dgm buwdc di thi bi ma nam lay tay ao kéo
lai. Ba run ray, lac dau can ngan, “Con dirng nhin thi hon.”

“Ngoai do co thtr gi?” Toi khong nghe 101 khuyen, vira hoi vira nhin ra
phia ngoai. Mt vat thé quai di nam trén 16i di mau xam.

“A...” Téi bat kéu khé, roi dwa tay bung miéng.

Con vat nho nam séng soai, la xdc mot con meo trang.

“That qua quat! Ai lam tro nay thé?”

Lic ndy ma hét 1én 1a phdi. Con meéo chét rat thé tham. Cai dau nho chwa
bang nam tay cuia n6 bi dap bep.

Chuyén xdy ra vao sém thit Bay ngay 24 thang Muoi.

Hay run sg di!

‘Mau’ boi trén nguoi ma no canh. Manh thiy tinh trong hom thw. Nhitng
hon da ngoai tién sanh. Day phanh xe dap bi cat. Xac meo. Tat ca déu la san
pham cada ga...

Dé ké ay phai so hai. Dé ké dang song vo tw, quén di tat ca ay, phai nhan
thitc dwoc toi 10i cua minh.

Van chua du.

Nhitng thong diép ma ga gui di van chuwa da khién ké ay hiéu ra tham y.

Ké dy van...

Hay run so di!

Ga lap di 1ap lai nhw niém chu.

Hay run sg di! Ro6i sau do...
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Khong ro ké nao c6 ac y voi toi?

T6i tam thoi suy nghi theo hwéng nhitng sy viéc d6 déu do mot ké gay ra.

Pau tién la vu ma no canh trong nha kho. Sau dé, t6i da cho stra khoéa ctra
ngin cach nha chinh va Luc Anh Trang, 1ip thém khéa vao cita xuwdng ve.
Tha pham khong thé vao nha chinh duwgc nita, nén han di chuyén dia ban
hoat dong ra ngoai.

Tiép dé la chuyén manh thay tinh trong hom thw, may hon da truwéc tién
sanh, cat dit phanh xe dap, va xac con meéo bi dap bep dau.

Ac y da qua day da va rd rang. Ac ¥ nhdm vao chiing t6i, khong, 1a nhdm
vao minh toi.

Nhung ma cling tr@ thanh nan nhan.

Tam khong tinh chuyén hon da, nguwoi dau tién phat hién ra xac con meo
la ma. Khong nghi ngo gi nita, ba la ngwdi bi ton hai nhiéu nhat.

Néu tha pham la mot va muc tiéu cta ké dé (nam hodc nit) chi la toi, thi
ma la nguoi lién luy.

Co6 ké nudi ac y vai toi.

Nhung ac y dé cu thé la gi, mirc do dén dau?

Quay roi thoi, hay con nhiéu hon thé?

Thuyee t€, t6i da hai lan bi ton thuwong vé thé xac.

Néu coi dit tay vi manh thay tinh la tro dua thi chuyén dit phanh nén coi
la gi day? Keé ra, trwde khi di xe dap, kiém tra qua loa la biét ngay, nhung
néu so suat, rat cé thé hau qua sé khong chi la say sat.

ROt cudc la ké nao, tai sao han lam thé?

To6i vat 6c suy nghi.

C6 phai tha pham ndm trong may vi khach tro Luc Anh Trang, Tsujii
Yukihito, Kuratani Makoto, 6ng mu Kizugawa Shinjo, va vg chong quan ly
Mizujiri Dokichi hay khong?

La ké nao, dé lam gi?
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Ac ¥ ngdy cang 16 liéu. Néu ctt mic ké, liéu hin c6 lam t&i khong? Chu
tam cta han la gi day?
C6 thé nhan dinh luon. 6 1a...

Co ké dang muon hai t6i.
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“Co ké dinh hai cau a?” Kakeba Hisashige tir tir vu6t nguwgc nhitng sgi
toc ra truedc tran, nhin vao miéng to6i. “Chuyén la thé nao? Ty dung cau
né6i thé khién t6i giat minh day!”
No6i vay thoi, chit nét mat cau ta khong hé sting sot. Toi cam thay bat an,
nhin c6c nwdc roi lai nhin chiéc gat tan trén ban.
“Gan day c6 vai hién twong quai la xay ra quanh t6i. Nghi thé nao thi két
luan van chi c6 thé la nhw vay.”
“Hién tugng quai la?”
“U! Trong khoang mot thang qua.”
“Cau cam thay c6 ké muoén hai minh?”
«(y.»
“Cau thtr ké xem nao?” Kakeba ttr tén noi, “Toi sé khong cho la chuyén
dua dau!”

4 gio ruoi chiéu thit Tw ngay 28 thang Muwoi tai quan ca phé Lai
Mong.

T6i qua, Kakeba goi dién héi tham t6i gan day song thé nao.

That dung lic, t6i dang mong moi duwgc ké véi ai do nhitng bién c6 xdy ra
v&i minh trong mot thang qua, dé nghe y kién cua ho.

C6 ké muon hai toi.

Han dang nham vao t6i.

T6i khong thé ndi v6i ma nhu vay, cling khong muén gilt mai trong long.

T6i khong biét nén lam thé nao, di xin 10i khuyén cta ai. Xung quanh t6i
chang cé ai dé tam sy nhitng chuyén nhw vay. Mu6n trdi long v6i ngwdi ban
cli vira tai ngd thang tredc nhung lai ngai chi dong goi cho cau ta nén t6i
qua, nhan dwoc dién thoai ctia Kakeba, t6i rat mirng.

Lic do, toi khong noi ngay rang dang cé viéc can trao doi ma chi hen
chiéu mai gap nhau. T6i nh@ lan tréc cau ta c6 bao mudn dén chaoi nha,
nhung t6i van dé nghi gap ¢ quan ca phé Lai Mong.
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Cho nén...

Nhéan co hoi nay, toi dd@ md& long ké lai chuyén c6 ké dinh hai t6i.
Nhung...

“Thé day...” Nghe xong cac nét chinh, Kakeba thd dai, hai tay dan nhau
dat trén ban, hai ngén cai nhip xuéng mat ban. T6i nhé ra, day la théi quen
tlr Xxra cua cau ta.

“Thi ra la thé. Cau cam thay ro rang c6 ké lam le hai cau.”

“Khong dung sao?”

“Nhung, hay tht suy nghi mot cach than trong xem.”

“Than trong?”

“Pung, than trong.” Kakeba gat dau, vudt téc va néi. “Vi du, cau gia thiét
tat ca déu do mot ngudi gay ra, nhung c6 dung la thé khong?”

“Cau cho rang khéng phéi do mot ngwoi gay ra a?”

“Chi 1a mot kha nang nita dé can nhac thoi. Va néu thé, diéu cau goi la ac
y kia cling sé thay dé6i.”

“Nhu thé nao co?”

“Chuyén thit nhat: ma no canh trong xwéng vé. Biét dau ai d6 xung quanh
muon tréu cau ma thoéi. Con cac chuyén kia, téi cho rang co6 thé giai thich
theo huong khac.”

“Huéng khac u?”

“Hon da dat treée cia nha la tro dua cua tré con. Manh thay tinh trong
hom thw c6 1€ 1a ngau nhién. Vi du, ngudi dwa bao 16 danh roi to bao roi
nhat 1én thi kep luén manh thay tinh dwéi dat vao.”

“Pau thé nhw vay dugc?”

T6i dinh bdo rang, ly do cau ta dwa ra qua guong ép, nhung cau ta da noi
tiép luon.

“Pirng sot rudt. Cit nghe toi phan tich not.” Kakeba cam diéu thuéc dang
hat dé dwa 1én miéng. “Con phanh xe dap, rat cé thé khong do ai gay ra c3,
né ty dit.”

“Ty dat?”

“Pau phai khong thé c6 kha nang d6? May moéc chang tranh dugce lic
héng, phi thuyén vii tru con bi roi, xe dap c6 thé ty nhién hong phanh lam
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chu! Co gi la dau. ”

“Nhung...”
“Cau noi la day phanh bi cat, cau da kiém tra ki mat cat chwa?”
“Chua.”

“Cau van dé nguyén nhu khi bj ditt chit?”

“T6i da dem di stra r6i.”

“Thé thi hét cach kiém tra. Con xac con meo, biét dau la tro khi ctia mot
ga say ruou, tat nhién, hanh vi do rat té hai.”

“Kakeba, nhueng ma...”

“T6i chi dat van dé 1a c6 kha nang nhw thé thoi. Diéu quan trong la: giai
thich khac nhau thi y nghia sy viéc cling khac nhau. Cau bao c6 ké muén hai
cau, nhung cling c6 thé gidi thich theo hwdng tich cywc hon. Téi khéng hoan
toan phu dinh cach suy doan cda cau, biét dau nhuw vay méi diing. N6i chung
toi 1ay lam lo cho tinh trang cta cau hién nay.”

“Lo cho t6i?”

“V1i cau dang tiép tuc di vao ngo cut.”

“Kiéu nhu nhin thdy ma ay. Cau cit nghi ngo lung tung thi du khong c6
chuyén gi, cau ciing sé cho la cé chuyén.”

“Cau cam thay toi hién nay dang nhw thé a?”

“T6i khong dam chac. Tuy nhién, cau nén thw tha nhin nhan lai nhitng
chuyeén do thi hon. Cau nghi sao?”

“Nhung...”

“T6i héi cau mot van dé mau chot vay.” Kakeba nha khoi thude 14, nhin
t6i. “Cau c6 manh moi gi khong? Cau c6 biét ai ham hyc hodc thu han cau
khong?”

“Chiu, khong biét.” T6i lac dau quay quay.

Ly do han t6i v? Ly do dé hai t6i u?

Khéng manh méi, t6i hoan toan khong thé doan dugc gi. Bung lic nay...

Co6 mot luong dién rat nhe, té té, truyén dan tr gay 1én dinh dau.

... Bau troi...
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Khung canh tredc mat toi bat dau cham cham nghiéng nga mot cach ky
quai.

... Bau troi dé nhw mau. ..

... Nhitng chum hoa dé 6i né r0...

Do... Hoa bi ngan?

... Mua thu...

Lau.

Lau lam r6i.

... Mot béng den...

... MOt doi... den...

La cai gi thé?

... Hai soi...

... Hon da...
Gi thé?

... Giéng con mang xa...

Khi nao?
M...
M...e...
bay la...
L...
La...

“Nay, Hiryu, Hiryu!”

Pugc goi vai lan, cdm giac nghiéng nga dy cling bién mat. Kakeba dang
vuon ngwoi qua ban véi biéu cdm ky la trén khuon mdt, con hon cé lo lang.

“Xin 16i cau, t6i trot 1o denh.”

“Cau khé chiu mét moi a?”

“Khong, khong... Chi la dau 6c t6i bong nay ra nhitng suy nghi ky quai.”

“Suy nghi ky quai?”
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“U ! Va t6i ciing khong hiéu né 1a gi nita.”

T6i hoang mang cham diéu thudc, rit mot hoi dai r6i nhin quanh véi tam
trang bat an.

Chung t6i ngoi & ban canh ctra s6. Khong con vi khach nao khac trong
quan nho t6i mo nay. Cha quan ma t6i da quen mat van ditng bén quay pha
ché. Nhac nén la tiéng dan ghi ta v&i am lwgng vira phai. (Nhé that... Simon
& Garfunkel phai khong nhi?)

D6 1a mot cam giac rat khac thuong.

Gl vay nhi?

Cam nhan thyc té bi sai 1éch... La do gidc, hay ngti mé gitta ban ngay?

Toi khong biét nita. Cho dén gig, t6i da nhiéu lan roi vao tinh trang mo ho
giong nhu vira roi.

Puwong nhién, phan 1én chi cyc nhanh, thoang qua trong khoanh khac.
Mot diém nao dé nam sau trong ndi tam toi xao dong.

Chi c6 mot lan xao dong manh nhw vira r6i. B4 la... Pung thé, la trung
tuan thang trwdc. Cling ngo6i & vi tri nay, trong quan nay va dang tro chuyén
vOi Kakeba Hisashige.

Tai sao lai thé?

bé la...

Chang l¢, d6 lai 1a mot manh ky *c ndm sau trong day long t6i?

“Tréng cau co6 vé rat mét moi.”

Nghe Kakeba néi, toi lién gat dau.

“Tién thé thi t6i no6i lan man nhw thé. T6i biét cau sé cam thay bat an.
Nhung cau dirng nén nghi nggi nhiéu. Néu c6 chuyén quai di nao xdy ra, cau
c gap t6i trao doi. Néu cau van thdy lo lang, thi t6i c6 nguwoi ban lam & S&
Cénh sat Kyoto, t0i s€ giip cau lién lac vGi anh ta xem sao.”

“Khong can thiét dau, chwa dén mitc phai lam vay ma!”

“Khong cé gi nghiém trong thi tot. Cau ¢t suy nghi nhiéu dé ro6i than kinh
ra day thi t6i cling chang gitp dugc dau, ngoai chuyén mon ma.” Kakeba
cwoi hé hé. Chac cau ta dinh néi dua cho vui. Néu t6i khong nham thi cau ta
tirng noi minh theo chuyén nganh xa hoi hoc & treong dai hoc.
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“Cam on cau.” Toi c6 nd nu cwdi. N6i chuyén véi cau ay khién tam trang
toi nhe nhom chut it.
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Ra khéi quan Lai Mong, t6i lap titc kéo Kakeba vé nha. Cau ta ting
bao rat mudn dén choi nha toi, nhat 1a t6i xem Luc Anh Trang.

Chuwa dén 6 gio chiéu.

Ma di tap dan Shamisen van chua ve.

T6i dan Kakeba di qua tién sanh vao nha. Ping nhu t6i dy doan, cau ta
lién cha y dén hinh nhan dat bén cra.

“Chac la tac pham ctia cha cau phai khéng?”

Kakeba hao hithg ngam nghia tdm than trang tréo tran trui cia ma no
canh. Lan tredc gap nhau, t6i da ké vdi cau ta vé cac hinh nhan ky la cia
cha toi.

Chung toi di vao hanh lang am u, Kakeba di sau, thinh thoang dung lai to
mo quan sat xung quanh hodc ghé nhin vao can phong dang dé ctta ma.

“Vao day!” Toi mé 6 khoa cira ngan gitta nha chinh va Luc Anh Trang,
giuc Kakeba, “Cau x06 doi dép di trong nha kia nhé.”

Hai chung t6i sanh vai nhau bugc trén hanh lang vira dot ngot doi ti kiéu
Nhat sang kiéu Tay, chi ngan cach bang mot canh ctra.

Chung t6i di qua can phong 1-C ctia nghién cttu sinh

Kuratani Makoto, r6i budc dén trwdc ctira phong 1-B hién dang dé khong.

Anh mit cia hinh nhan dit & chd ré van huwéng tir ctra s6 hanh lang ra san
(thyc ra mat c6 ta trong tron, lam gi cé mat). Kakeba kinh ngac nhin hinh
nhan khong c6 ntra than trén nay.

“Hinh nhan vira ndy thiéu mot tay thi phai?”

“Cau sg ha?”

“U! Putng 1a dang sg. Ching 1& cac hinh nhan trong nha nay déu thé ca
sao?”

“Pung, déu thé ca.” Toi gat dau, roi miéu ta dac diém cua ching cho cau
ta nghe.

S&u hinh nhan déu thiéu mot bé phan trén co thé: tay trai, tay phai, dau,
than trén, than dwdi, hodc chan trai.
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“Nhung...” Kakeba noi, cau ta di sau toi, dang budc vao dai sanh. “Tai
sao cha cau lai lam cac tdc pham khong hoan chinh nhw vay?”

“Ai ma biét dwgc!” To6i dirng chan trwdc cau thang dan 1én tang hai.
“Chinh t6i cling cam thay rat ky quac.”

“Chac phdi c6 dung y ch nhi?”

“Sao cling dugc, du gi ong dy cling mat r6i!” T6i co gid bo tho o.

Kakeba nhin 1én tran dai sanh cho giéng trgi, nhv bong nhd ra diéu gi,
lién héi, “Cau c6 biét vu tham sat nha Umezawax xdy ra hoi treéc Thé chién
2 khong?”

“Vu tham sat nha Umezawa?”

“An mang kinh hoang! Hinh nhv xay ra vao nam 1936 & Tokyo. C6 sau
phu nit bi giét, bi chat xac, r6i ldy dau, ngwc, bung, dui, cang chan... dem di

»

mat.

“Nghe néi hung tha thu thap tr sdu than thé cac bo phan twong tng vdi
cac chom sao, roi ghép thanh mét co thé 1y twéng goi la Azoth, nhung thyc
té thi...”

T6i khong thé nghe nhitng chuyén tam phao, 6 dai v6 nhan tinh nhuw thé.

Toi khé lac dau, néi vdi cau ta, “Cau muon lén xem tang hai khéng?”

Sau khi nhin ngé moét lugt ting hai Luc Anh Trang, tdi dan Kakeba téi
xem Xuwéng vé theo yéu cau cta cau ta.

Nghénh don cau ta la hinh nhan khong dau ditng & cudi 16i di.

Dtrng lai tredc ctra xwdng ve, nhin thady 6 khoa treo & cira, cu ta xoa xoa
khuén mat trang tréo ctia minh, n6i, “Thi ra la thé... Sau khi xdy ra chuyén
kia thi cau khoa béng ctra nay lai ha?”

T6i im 1ang gat dau ro6i rat chum chia khoa ra.

“Ta vao di! C6 diéu trong nay hoi bé bon.”

Budc vao nha kho, Kakeba 1ap titc nhin thay chiéc ghé bap bénh.

“Ma no canh b6i mau do ng6i trén cai ghé kia a?”

“Pung vay!” T6i vira trd 10i vira di vao giita can phong ngoi 1én cai ghé
tron ddt truéc gia ve.

“Ma n@ canh ay dau?”
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“N6 nhoe nhoet thudc vé son dau. Cit nhv c6 mau chdy ra tw nguc vay,
trong kinh 1am, nén t6i da vit di roi!”

“Thé a? Cac ma no canh khac & cho kia a?” Kakeba nhin dam hinh nhan
bi che vai trang dat & goc phong. “Cho t6i xem dugc khong?”

“Pugc!”

Cau ta vén tam vai lén, hao hitng nhin cac hinh nhan ky quai da kiéu,
tham chi thi so vao lan da cta chung.

“Cha cha...” Kakeba kéu len kinh ngac, ngoanh nhin t6i. “T6i ct twdng
cac ma no canh ciing lam bang sdp giong nhu twgng ngwoi sap. Dam nay
khong phai nhi?”

“Nghe noi, ma no canh nhap vé vao thdoi ky Taisho* ding la 1am bang sap,
ngay nay thi lam bang nhwa citng FRP. Co6 1é cha t6i tirng thit dung nhiéu
loai nguyén liéu.”

“Péu rong than thi phai?” Kakeba thir nhac mot hinh nhan 1én. “Khong
ngo no6 nhe thé.”

“Néu la ma no canh théng thwong thi con nhe hon nita. Vi ngwoi ta chi
ché tao v6i do day hai, ba milimet la ctng.”

Toi biét chat it kién thitc d6 nho doc tai liéu cha t6i dé trén gia. Hau nhw
khong c6 sach viét hoan chinh vé ché tao ma no canh, mdy thit cha t6i dé lai
phan 16n chi 1a ghi chép 1é té hodc tai liéu ctia cac xwdng ché tao ma thoi.

Kakeba Hisashige ditng canh mdy hinh nhan & géc phong, hoi da thit vé
ching. Khi t6i dang tra 10i thi ngoai ctra chgt c6 tiéng goi. “Soichi?”

La ma. C6 vé ba da vé nha sau buoi tap dan Shamisen.

“Soichi! Cé khach dén choi a?”
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Kakeba dén choi nha t6i hém trwdc, thi h6m sau xdy ra mét chuyén.

Toi thitc day tam 10 gio sang. Ké tir Iic do, toi ¢t c6 mot linh tinh khong
hay. C6 1€ la tai cam giac ky la khi choang tinh nita chitng vao dém hom
trudce.

Co nguoi dang an nau trong nha nay. Chuyén dong do, hoi tha do. ..

D 1a tiéng dong clia ai phat ra ti* Luc Anh Trang, du ké d6 nudi ac y véi
toi thi han ciling khong thé t m& canh ctra ngan cach hai khu nha dé sang
bén nay. T6i da nhiéu lan an Gi minh nhw thé r6i c6 chim vao gidc ngu.

Dau Kakeba da néi vay, t6i van cam thay chwa yén long.

Di nhién, t6i hiéu r6, tat ca déu do y nghi trong dau ta. Cau ta mudn
khuyén t6i dirng nén nghi hodc vé van kéo sé ton hai tam ly. Nhung ngoai
trir sy viéc trong nha kho, Kakeba déu giai thich moi chuyén do ‘ngau
nhién’ hodc ‘chi la tro dua’. Néi thé, e rang qua khién cudng.

T6i dong y rang, chira chac da do mot nguwdi gay ra. Nhung. ..

Van con mot chuyén khién t6i ban khoan mai.

HOm qua, lic ngoi v6i cau ta & quan ca phé, t6i dot nhién chao ddo mat
thang bang mot cach ky la. Khong biét dé 1a chuyén gi?

Du da khong it 1an trdi qua cam giac ay, nhung hom qua, hinh nhw né xuat
hién cing mét cau hoi cua cau ta rang c6 biét ké nao dang dinh ham hai t6i
khong?

Gia str, trang thai mat thang bang ay chinh la mot manh ky tc van nam im
trong t6i bong nhién troi day sau khi cau ta néu ra cau héi, thé thi manh ky
trc do lién quan gi dén s that 1a c6 ké dang muon hai t6i?

11 gio trua.
M4 chuén bi bita trva. Gan day, t6i an uoéng rat kém nhung van co gap
thém vai diia dé ma bét lo lang.
“Hom qua, ma thwc sy kinh ngac day!” Ma hao hitng noi. “Cit twong
khach la, héa ra la Kakeba Hisashige. H6i con hoc trung hoc, cau dy da dén
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choi nha ta may lan, ding khong? Nay ca hai gap lai nhau & Kyoto, that la
trung hop!”

Ba mirng vi toi gap lai ban than cii, dita con c6 doc ctia ba sé cé nguoi
cung trang lita dé tho 16 tam tinh, chac ba ciling thay yén tam hon.

Pau gio chiéu.

T6i xach phich nwéc néng dé pha ca phé va t6i xwéng vé. T6i dinh sé vé
tir gio dén liuc sam t6i, hoan thanh bitc tranh 1au nay van con dang do.

Pitng trwdc hai canh ctta ndang né, toi dat phich nwéc xudng roi so tui
quan 14y chia khéa. O khéa treo trén cira van rat binh thuong.

Nhwng lic t6i mé ctra ra, buwdc vao lan tim cong tac...

To6i kinh ngac, mat trgn tron.

“Sao lai thé nay...”

Tai sao lai c6 chuyén nay?!

Ctra van khoa ngoai, hai chia (ké ca chia so cua) t6i van giit. Chi c6 thé ra
vao phong nay qua mot cta duy nhat. Phia trén twdng, gan tran nha, cé vai
16 thong gi6 va lay anh sang, dwong kinh chi khoang 30-40 centimet, dugc
lap lwéi kim loai.

Co thé néi, tir toi qua dén gio khong c6 ai ra vao phong nay. Thé ma...

Vé canh tuwgng trong phong, néu noi la “thé tham“ cting khong qua 101i.

Toan by cac hinh nhan xép & géc déu bi 16i ra gitta phong. Bu loai hinh
thu: thiéu hai chan, thiéu hai tay, khong c6 nira ngwoi dudi, khong dau, cé co
chi con phan mat trong tron... Cac hinh nhan, nao nam ngtra, nao nam sap,
d6 ngd chong chéo 1én nhau. Hét nhu sy hon don khi mot dita tré hung ton
ty tay pha huy toa thanh n6 vira tao ra tir cac khoi xép hinh.

Péang sg hon nita... cac hinh nhan déu bi béi mau v6 cung khing khiép!
Lan da trang min cta ching gio da do lom.

Céac hinh nhan ngén ngang tao nén canh twgng nhw & dia nguc a ti! Toan
than ho nhuém mau, cyc ky dau kho. Ho dang rén ri khoc than trong can
phong u am nay.

Toi ditng do ra mot lic lau, khéng biét nén lam gi. Pung ltic nay, canh
twgng tredc mat bong tréd nén hon loan, mot am thanh vang Ién tir sau tham
day long. ... Me... me 0i...
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... Me dau roi?
... Me dang ¢ dau?
Do la gi vay?

A~

Oi! Thyc ra la cai gi?

Du sao, t0i cling khong thé khong tiép tuc tin rang: C6 ké dang rap tam

ham hai toi.
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Tha pham da vao xuwdng vé bang cach nao?

T sau s viéc do, t6i suy nghi rat nhiéu nhung van khong thé dwa ra cau
tra 10i chinh xac.

Ctra chac chan da dugc khoa. Ngay ca dau vét chot kim loai bi cay ra
cling khong co.

T6i cling nghi dén mo6t kha nang khac, phai chang, hung thu da thao roi
ban 16? Tuy nhién, canh ctta day bang go trat thach cao dy lai kha nang.
Chac chan hung thi khong thé thire hién diéu dé6 mot cach dé dang. Hon nita
toi da xem xét k¥, ngay ca dau vét thao lap cting khong co.

To6i vao phong chita d6 1dy thang gap, leo 1én 1én kiém tra may 16 thong
gi6 sat mai nha, tuy nhién, chang c6 gi bat thwong ca. Ludi kim loai dugc
bat vit kién co tir bén trong. Gia du c6 m@ vit ra thi ngwdi 16n cling khong
thé chui vao lot.

Tém lai, xwdng vé van & trang thai hoan toan khép kin.

Tiép do, toi kiém tra lai khoéa cita ngin cach nha chinh va Luc Anh Trang.
Néu khong cé chia thi khoa ctta nay phai van nam dam tr phia nha chinh
méi m& duge. Khong c6 dau hiéu gi bat thuong.

Co thé noi, day la hai can phong kin.

Khéng ai c6 thé 1én vao nha chinh.

Chac chan cling chang ai 1én vao dwgc xwdng vé nam trong nha chinh.

Nhung thyc té, c6 ké da vao do. Tw khi t6i roi xuwdng vé vao tdi hom
tredc tdi khi toi ma lai cira luc qua trua nay, co ké da bay tro véi dam ma no
canh.

R6t cudc, han (hay 4) da dot nhap thé nao?

Binh tinh suy nghi lai, t6i cho rang, mu6én kham pha bi mat, phai chu y
dén hai chit ‘chia khoa’.

Trudc hét 1a chia khoa nha chinh, ciling la can phong kin phia ngoai.

T6i da wém hoi ma vé viéc khoa ctra nha dém hom trude. Ba n6i khong
cl? ctta chinh, ma cé ctra s6 va ctta hanh lang ciing déu dwoc khoa day du,
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sang hom sau cling khong thay cé hién twgng gi bat thuwong. Toi da dich than
xem xét toan bd ctra 16n ctta nhé va cira so trong nha, déu khong thay cé dau
vét cay pha hay hu hai.

O nha chinh c6 ba ctra lip 6 khéa kiéu mé dwoc ca tir bén ngoai mién la
c6 chia, gom: cita chinh, ctta phu & bép va cira ndi thong sang Luc Anh
Trang.

T6i va ma déu c6 bo chia khéa ba ctra nay.

Du biét ma sé ngac nhién, nhwng t6i ct hoi, “Ma hay dé chia khoéa & dau
a?”, “Gan day co bi that lac khéng?”

Ba tra 101, “Dé trong tdi xach,” va “Chwa ting that lac.” Ciling nhw ma, t6i
lu6n mang chia theo ngwoi hodc dé ngay bén canh va chwa bi mat bao gio.
Ca chum chia so cua ciling thé, van con nguyén trong ngan kéo ti bép va
khong hé c6 dau hiéu dung cham dang nggo.

Thé thi tha pham da vao nha chinh bang cach nao? Hay nhan lic ma va
toi khong dé y han da danh mot chum chia khac? Thao tac qua dé dang mién
la c6 mau. Nhung han kiém dau ra co hoi dé lay mau chi?

Phéi chang, han da dung chinh 16 tra chia khoa dé danh chia méi, vi du,
dung sap hodc vat liéu gi dé nhét vao dé ldy mau?

A...

T6i nhan ra mot diéu.

Néu nhu diém mau chét la chia khéa, thi c6 ngay doi twgng kha nghi.
Puong nhién, y t6i 1a vg chéng quén ly Mizuyjiri.

Ho s6ng va lo viéc quan 1y Luc Anh Trang i trwdc khi ma con t6i chuyén
vé day. Nghe ndi ba vo con cham s6c sinh hoat ctia cha t6i nita. Chac chan la
ho c6 chia khéa nha chinh. Truéc khi trao tra cho ching t6i ma dat lam mot
b6 so cua thi dé nhu trd ban tay.

Ba vo la Kine, con kha khée khoan minh man, hay gitp d& moi nguoi,
ong chong la 6ng gia gu Dokichi. That kho twéng twgng mot trong hai
nguoi, hodc ca hai, lai 1a tha pham cua tat ca nhitng chuyén nay. Du sao, lwu
y mot chut van hon.

Vay la tha pham co6 trong tay chia khoa nha chinh.

Ct cho la thé di, van dé tiép theo la, xwdéng vé thi sao?

https://thuviensach.vn



O khéa xuwdng vé c6 hai chia, déu do tdi gitt. Méc cing bd chia nha chinh
thanh mot chum.

Béi vay, vé co ban, dén ma con chang md& dwgc nén cé thé loai trir kha
nang bi 14y trém roi dem di danh chia khac.

Thé thi...

Chi con lai hai kha nang.

MGt la lgi dung 16 khoa dé lam chia méi. Hai la ngay dém hom do6, thu
pham da nhan Idc t6i ngu say, 1én vao phong t6i 1ay trom ca chum chia khéa
dat bén goi.

Tam chwa xét dén tinh kha thi cta kha nang thi¢ nhat, tdi cuc ky nghi ngo
kha nang thit hai. Gan day, than kinh t6i bong rat nhay bén, gia du nhw dang
ngt ma co6 ké 1én vao phong minh, chac chan toi sé nhan ra. Hay la... ké dé
c6 ban linh an than nhw Ninja?

To6i tinh hét moi dwong nhuwng cudi cung cling chi suy ra dwgc vai kha
ndang nhw vay. Suyt nita toi dem ban v4i ma, song vi qua rdi tri nén lai thoi.

Toém lai, toi phéi dé y t6i khoa ctra su6t ngay dém mdai duge. Co 1€, cac
ctra chinh, ctta sau va ctta thong sang Luc Anh Trang déu phai quang thém
sgi day xich hodc lap thém khoa bi mat.

Ngoai ra, toi can thay han 6 khoa xwéng vé. Bung thé! T6i ra pho mua 6
khéa méi, lic tré tién, t6i hdi ho vé kha nang 1gi dung ranh tra chia dé danh
duwoc chia moi.

“M0ot so loai khoa c6 thé lam thé dwge!” Nhan vién ban hang tra 10i.
“Nhung vi sg c6 nguoi st dung véi y do khong tot nén néu khéng phai
khach hang cuc ky dang tin thi chung toi khong nhan lam.”

bém khuya. Trong phong.
Ngoi trén chiéc ghé gia lanh, chim trong sy tinh mich dén nghet tha.
... Hay run sg di!
Ga cam but 1én.
Run so di!
Chac ké d6 da bat dau nhan ra...
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Sy thu dich khing khiép dang huwéng vao minh, va cd y nghia an gidu
dang sau nita.

Run s¢ di. Roi...

Ga cam but bang tay trai.

Nhé lai di!
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Buéc vao thang Mudi mot, Kyoto dot nhién tré lanh. Cit nhw thé mua
thu vira di qua, mua dong da dén ngay lap titc.

Sang va dém dac biét lanh. Song trong mdt ngdi nha kién tric Nhat Ban
kiéu c6 tham chi con lanh hon. Gi6 tran xudng tir nidi cang lic cang gia budt.
T6i va ma déu sg rét, nén da chuan bi san sang dé dén mua dong dau tién &
thanh pho nay roi.

Thit Ba, ngay mung 10 thang Muoi mot.

Sam toi, t6i van dén quan Lai Mong nhv moi khi, nhung sau lan gdp
Kakeba hom no, t6i khong thdy bong dang cdu ta dau nita. Toi da vai lan rit
danh thiép ctia cau ta, dinh goi dién ké vé chuyén xdy ra dém hém no nhung
cudi cung lai tir bo.

T6i khong thich viéc goi dién thoai.

Rat 1au vé trudc, toi da hoi kho chiu vé cach thiee lién lac chi nghe dwgc
giong no6i nhung khéng nhin thdy nguwdi nay. Toi cling khong wa tiéng
chudng bong dung réo vang bat chdp ta dang lam gi hoac tam trang ra sao.
Hon nita, cling vi danh thiép ctia cdu ta chi ghi s6 dién thoai tong dai Pai
hoc K. Da6i vdi t6i, trao dbi qua tong dai chang khac gi hanh xac.

Toi cling nghi dén viéc nho chu quan Lai Mdng lién lac véGi cau ta, nhung
roi lai thoi.

6 gio chiéu.

T6i vé dén nha. Hinh nhv ma dang tiép khach trong phong riéng. Sau
canh ctra kéo vong ra giong ba va giong tram thap ctia mét nguwdi dan 6ng.

“Con veé ddy a?” Ma goi vong ra.

Tiép d6 la giong nam gigi, “Cau nha ta da vé phai khong?”

To6i doan la 6ng gia Mizujiri, nhung nghe k¥ lai khong giong lam.

“Nha c6 khach ha ma?” Toi vira héi vira budce téi gian phong nhé bén trai
tién sanh, cling 1a phong ma. “Con vao dwgc khong?”

“Vao di!” Ma dap.
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To6i gat canh ctra buwdc vao thi thdy ma dang nam trén chan, ba da cdi bo
Kimono, chi mdc do trang bén trong. T6i bong ling ting ngwong nghiu.

“That lam phién ca nha.” Ngudi dan 6ng noi. Ong ta mic 4o khodac tring
rong nhw bac si, quy gbi rat nghiém chinh canh ma. Ong 1 Kizugawa
Shinjo, lam nghé mat xa.

A, phai roi, ma tirng than van gan day thdy ngudi dau & 4m nén dinh mdoi
ong Kizugawa sang mat xa cho.

“Chao... chao bac!”

“Ma moi mai mdi duwa duoc bac ay dén giap day.” Ma hoi nhém day. Phia
sau ba la 10 swdi dot dau héa dang sang hong, dugce lay tir phong chita do.

“Thay mat xa chuyén nghiép c6 khac, t6i thay dé chiu han.”

“Céc co cta ba bi citng lai ddy ma...” Ong ta néi qua cip kinh ram
thwong trie trén mat, “Khi nao can, ba i goi t6i.”

“Vang. Hom nay dirng ¢ day a?”

“Khong. H6m nay t6i khong di 1am budi t6i, nhwng cau nha da vé, ba con
phai chuan bi com nwéc...”

“Khong sao a!” Toi roi mat khoi ma, “Con chwa déi.”

“Bac Kizugawa, vay nho bac gitp toi mot luc nita vay.” Noi doan, ma
nam sap xudng ném. Nhung mot lan nita, ba lai nhém day nhin t6i. “Puing
roi, Soichi...”

“Sao a?”

“Co6 thu cua con. Ma dat trén ban phong khach ay.”

“Thw a?”

“U! Chit viét xién xeo, ching rd thu cua ai...”

Ké tir sau vu manh thay tinh, to6i bé ludn théi quen sang sang kiém tra
hom thu treéce ctra nha. Nhung. ..

Ma n6i ‘chang r6 thuw cua ai’ tic la phong bi khong dé tén nguoi gui
chang?

Ma lai nam xudng, Kizugawa 1ap titc dwa tay xoa ndn hai vai tran ctiia m4,
c nhw déi mat khiém thi phia sau cdp kinh rdm c6 thé bat 1y tirng ctt chi.

T6i dong cira lai. Bong nhién...

L& nao 6ng ta khong phai nguoi mu?
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Y nghi nay luét qua dau tdi.
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T6i ra phong khach, thiy birc thw dat trén ban, la phong bi thong dung
mau trang ban & bat ci¢ dau.

T6i hoi hdp nhin chi¥ viét bén ngoai.

Dia chi nha va tén ngwoi nhan dugce viét theo hang doc. Qua that thay de:
GUi Hiryu Soichi.

Chit dwgc viét bang but chuyén dung dé ky, ngoan ngoéo nhw con sau, nét
chodi sang bén. Lic ndy, ma bao ‘chi viét xién xeo’ nhung téi nhin thé nao
cling ra ngwoi gii 6 tinh viét kiéu nay. Chac la dung tay trai hodac cam dudi
but dé viét.

Muobn che gidu nét chir that cia minh chang?

Nghi vay, t6i lat phong bi lai thi qua nhién khong thiy tén nguoi gii. T6i
da 10 mo doan dugc phong bi nay do ké nao gui téi va ndi dung bén trong la
gl.

T6i run run liéc quanh vi c6 cam giac ai d6 dang nhin minh cham cham.

Can phong rong tam chiéu sang trung dwdi anh déen, khong thé con ai
khac. Qua canh ctta kinh sat hanh lang treo rém xanh tham, c6 thé nhan ra
man dém da buong.

Ra khoi phong, t6i budc voi gan nhu chay vé xuwéng ve.

Thu ndc danh, chit viét cting co y danh lac hwéng...

T6i m@ 6 khéa méi thay, day mot bén canh ctta. Sau khi bat déen va xac
dinh 16 can phong khong c6 hién twgng gi khac thuong, to6i cam thady nhw
minh da tron thoat dwgc ké bam theo, lién budc vao roi 1ap titc cai then cira
lai.

Thw nac danh...

T6i ngoi xudng chiéc ban ké & cudi phong va dat birc thu 1én.

Dau buu dién la ngay mung 9 thang Mwdoi mot, tén buu dién dé Sakyo,
cling tirc la bire thu dugc gui di vao ngay hom qua ¢ ngay khu vuc nay.

T6i hut lién ba diéu thudc, van chwa da can ddm ma thu ra doc.

Thw nac danh...
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Cham diéu thudc thi tw, t6i quyét dinh mé& phong bi.

Bén trong chi c6 mot to giay.

Gidy mong viét thw, cd B5, dong ké doc. Van la kiéu chit ngoan ngoéo
nhu ngoai phong bi.

Nh¢ lai di, nhé lai nhitng téi 16i! Nho lai nhitng hanh vi xdu xa! Hay nhé
lai di! Roi cho ddy. Som thoéi, tao sé cho may thanh thdn.

“Cai nay...”

Giong t6i bong run 1én trong v6 thitc. T6i nhi mé mudi, ¢t thé nhin cham
cham vao bitc thuw, nhin rat lau.

Loi 1é tuy khong that cu thé nhung day ro rang la mot birc thy ham doa. ..
Khong, 1a thu canh cao!

Co ké cam han t6i. Toi dang bi ngwoi khac nham vao. Bung la nhw vay!

Hai vu tdm mau ma no canh trong xwdng vé, manh thay tinh ctta dit ngén
tay, nhitng hon da dat ngoai tién sanh, phanh xe dap bi cat dit, con méo chét
bep dau... Qua nhién la hanh vi cia cing mot nguwdoi. E rang tat ca loat sy
kién d6 déu nham vao toi.

Giai doan ‘ac y’ da két thic, bitrc thw nay la dau moc chuyén sang giai
doan hai.

Nhung, ly do la gi co ch&?

T6i da ty hoi minh rat nhiéu lan.

La ai, va vi sao?

Btrc thw trén tay t6i roi xudng mat ban.

T6i bong thdy lanh toat. Cai lanh lan khap toan than khién t6i ring minh,
toi budc vé phia 10 swdi dot dau hoa dat gitra phong.

Sau may tiéng lach cach, ngon lta dugc thap 1én. T6i ho hai ban tay cho
am va s@ hai nhin quanh, giong nhw Itic nay & trong phong khach.

Réi rac khap noi la dung cu vé, tranh dé dang, ca nhitng bitc da hoan
thanh. Ddm ma no canh bi b6i mau dé chat déng trong géc phong va phu vai
trang 1én vi tam thoi t6i khong biét vitt ching di dau.

O thoéang trén cao. Man dém den kit. T6i c6 thé cAm nhan dugce 4nh nhin
ctia ké ham doa minh trong dém t6i tham sau. Tiéng cuwdi vo thanh ctia han
dang vang vong trong khong gian tinh mich.
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Han noéi, “Nhé lai di, nhé lai nhitng t6i 16i!”

T6i 16i ma han noi la gi?

T6i 16i cda toi thue ra la gi?

... Hail soi...

... Kéo dai ra vo tan...

Gi thé?

... Bong den, hai cai...

To6i cam thdy sau gay té té. Mot cho nao do sau trong long t6i bat dau xao
dong.

...Lai thé roi!

N6 muon toi nhin thay thit gi d6, né muon méach bao t6i diéu gi do.

Long t6i chon ron khong yén, nhitng hinh anh tredc mat cang thém hon
loan, tiép theo...

... Iré con...

Co6 mot dita bé.

Pira bé do la t6i u?

... Nhitng khom hoa do tham...

... Pung dua theo gio...

b6 la dau?

... Hai vét den...

Mau den, hai cai...

.. Uynh...
... Uynh... uynh...
.. Giong nhu con ran khong I6...

... Con ran?

... Hinh nhuw... c6 mot thi theé...

... Me... Me o1...

... Me...

A...l

... Me ai!

Anh...!

“Durng lai!” T6i bat than hét Ién.
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Nhitng phong canh xa xwa. Am thanh xa xwa, giong néi xa xwa... Sy’ cdn
riet trong ky wc... la day phai khong?

Tuy khong thé nam bat dwgc hoan chinh nhwng phai chang day la ‘toi 161’
cta t6i? ‘Hanh vi x4du xa’ cua t6i? Pay la thit han da nhac t6i ‘Hay nhé lai
di’ sao?

“Som thoi, tao sé cho may thanh than.”

Han da noi thé.

“Tao sé cho may thanh than’ nghia la gi? Qua st’c ro rang.

Ké gtri thw dang nham dén mang song cua t6i, bdi ‘t6i 16i” va nhitng
‘hanh vi xdu xa’ ma tdi gdy ra. Y hin 1a “Tao sé& giét may.”

Con quay cuong va buén non cung lic tan cong toi.

Khong thé chiu dwng noi, t6i roi khai 1o suwéi, 1ldo dao nhw sap nga, ngoi
phich xudng chiéc ghé ké sat ban.

... Minh sé bj giét!

Toi, sé bi han giét chét!

Chit ‘chét’ da md toang ho sau den ngom trong long t6i. Toi kinh hai run
ray nhin xudng, sau do... sau dé bi mui hoi théi cua sy huy diét xoc 1én lam
cho chong mat. Hai chan bun ran, dau nang nhw chi, t6i ldo ddo nga xudng
dam dau vao doé.

Vira nhin Ién bau troi, téi vira c6 gang vung vay chan tay.

... Soichi!

Anh sang yéu 6t cua thé gidi hién thue héa thanh vo s6 4nh vang budng
xuong, nhe nhang bao quanh nguai t6i, c6 kéo t6i khédi vyre sau.

Soichi...

Tt phia trén, mot d6i mat dang cham chii nhin khuén mat do dan cda toi.

Soichi...

D6 1a ma Sawako, me nudi cda t6i. Anh mat sdng va day sitc séng khong
giong mat mot nguwoi dan ba da géa chong hon chuc nam troi. Nhung...

Piing thé! Nhung, toi biét ba di gia di, toi biét ndi budn cta ba. O do,
chac chan cé nhirng tiéng thd dai kho khoc mét moi vi chan chuwong, vi cude
song.

Chinh béi thé ba méi thuwong yéu téi nhuw thé nay.
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Ba da danh hét tinh thwong cho dita con dau thai la t6i. Th tinh cdm mu
quang 4y la nguon séng ctia ba. Cé nhuw vay ba méi song tiép duge. Chinh vi
thé...

Toi...

T6i khong thé bi giét.

T6i lai cam bitc thw trén ban 1én, bang sitc manh vira troi day, t6i xé né
lam d6i.

Du khong biét ai dinh giét t6i, va ly do la gi, nhung t6i khong thé ngoi yén
chod chét!

Lic nay, & goc nha bong c6 tiéng “Reng...” Mot loat tiéng chudng vang
len “Reng reng reng...”

Rat khé. Nhung cling du dé t6i, ké dang cang thang tot do, dirng bat day
khoi ghé.

Tiéng chuodng dién thoai.

Chiéc dién thoai ban mau den kiéu quay s0 nay duwgc dat trong xuwdng ve
ti trde khi ching t6i chuyén tdi. N6 lap chung dwong day vdéi dién thoai &
nha chinh. T6i hiém khi dung dén nhung nhd nguwdi ngat day cat di thi phién
phitc qua nén ct dé vay. To6i cling da chinh am lwgng chuong xuéng mitc
nho nhat va phi mét tdm chan 1én.

Sau vai lan do chudng thi n6 im bdt. Chac ma dang & nha chinh da nhac
ong nghe.

Chi lat sau.

“Soichi!” Ma goi, “Soichi, con c6 dién thoai, Kakeba goi day!”
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“T6i van cam thdy khong yén tam vé nhitng diéu cdu néi may hom
trwde. Sau dé khong xay ra chuyén gi nita chit?” Kakeba Hisashige hoi.

T6i nhw ké chét duodi vé duoc coc.

Co6 thé coi birc the nac danh, mu mo kia la 10i ‘de doa giét nguwdi’. T6i
hoan toan bat Iyrc khong thé gidi quyét noi, nhwng toi cling khong mudn ban
bac v6i ma. Ké ca néi dua rang cé ké dinh 4am hai t6i, ba cling lap titc hoang
loan mat.

Qua dién thoai, t6i chi néi véi Kakeba rang sy viéc c6 dién tién, dau gio
chiéu mai, ngay 11, t6i sé tGi gap cau ay.

Trwong Pai hoc K cua Kakeba nam & khu vue goi 1a Bach Van Bién. N6
0 goc bong Nam cta giao 10 gitta con duong Imadegawa huwéng Pong Tay
va duong Higashioji hwéng Bac Nam. Khuén vién truong rat rong. Tt nha
toi di bo sang mat ba bon mwoi phit, di xe buyt cling mat gan mwoi phuit.

To6i hoa trong dam sinh vién bwdc vao cong trwong, roi di theo chi dan
Kakeba da noéi qua dién thoai, tim dén toa nha khoa Van, noi cau ta lam
viéc.

T64a nhanh chéng tim thay tda nha bén tang hinh chit u, mat 6p da theo 16i
c6 dién rat dwong bé trang trong.

N6 cang uy nghi néi bat gitta nhitng am thanh huyén ndo ctia dam sinh
vién.

Toi khép nép budc vao, hoi cti dau di gitta dong dao sinh vién va thay
gido roi tién tGi cau thang mo t6i dé 1én tang bon.

Durng chan trude ctra phong dang tim, toi rut ban tay dang thoc sau trong
tii 4o ra, go canh ctra g6 mau den. Ngay 1ap titc...

“Vang. Xin moi vao!” Ngoai du liéu, t* bén trong vang len giong nit lanh
lanh ém ai.

T6i giat minh nhin lai tdm bién kim loai gan trén ctra: Phong nghién ciu
Chuyén nganh Xa hoi hoc.
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Pring la phong nay, hom qua Kakeba da n6i véi toi. Toi con nhé tdm danh
thiép cau ta dwa t6i hoi no cling viét hang chit nay.

“M0i vao!” Van giong nit do.

T6i dit khoat xoay nam ctra tién vao.

Do la can phong hinh chi¥ nhat kha sau. Ngay gan cia la chiéc ban bau
duc c& 16n, kiéu ban hoi nghi, xung quanh ké ghé c6 tay vin, ban ghé choan
hét hai phan ba khong gian. Mot c6 gai tré véc nguwdi nho nhan mac 4o len
mau tim t& dinh hvong dang ngo6i mot trong nhitng chiéc ghé d6, may danh
chit dat treéc mat.

“Xin hai, trg giang Kakeba c6 ¢ day khong?” Toi rut ré hoi.

Co6 gai mim cwoi nhin vao phia trong va néi, “Anh Kakeba, anh c6 khach
nay!”

T6i nhin vé phia do, trdc chiéc ban ké séat ctra s6 Kakeba dang ngoi ngu
gat, mat guc 1én quyén sach day cop mad bén trén.

“Anh Kakeba!” Co gai lai goi.

Lic nay, cdu ta mdi rung vai choang tinh, d6i mat nhé lap titc ddo tron
nhin sang.

“A, hoan nghénh cau!”

“Xin 16i, da lam phién cau nghi ngoi.”

“Um... Khong sao dau!”

Han cau ta da nhan ra t6i dang liéc nhin c6 gai ngoi bén ban, bén tranh thu
dui d6i mét ngai ngn va gidi thiéu, “A, c6 dy 1a Michizawa Kisako, sinh vién
cua trvong. Pay la phong nghién cttu chung nén sinh vién va nghién cttu
sinh ranh roi thwong dén. Khong can dé y dau!”

“Xin 16i vi em ranh qua nhé!” Michizawa Kisako lén tiéng vui vé tréu
choc. “Thay gido ma lai bao sinh vién chép lai luan van cho minh, anh ciing
that nhan qua di.”

“Thoi ma thoi ma!” Kakeba ditng day khoi ghé, chang cé chit xiu dang
vé ngugng ngung gi, vira hwdng vé phia c6 gai vira chi vao t6i. “Anh ay la
Hiryu, ban anh, lam nghé vé voi.”

“Chao anh! Em la Michizawa.” C0 dy cdi mé& mim cuwdi, cii dau chao toi.

To6i ling tang chi biét dap lai, “Chao em.”
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Michizawa Kisako c6 mai toc dai chdm vai mém mai den nhanh, go ma
trang hoi hong hong, song mii thang, nho nhan, miéng hoi rong, doi mat
linh hoat nhanh nhen.

“Lam nghé vé voi... A, vay anh 13 hoa si a?” C6 td mo nhin t6i van dang
ding nghét canh ctta.

Noi that, téi rat sg n6i chuyén vGi nit gidi, nhat la nhitng c6 nhanh nhen
lanh lgi nhuw Kisako. Nhung ldc nay, khong hiéu sao to6i khong thé roi mat
khoi o dy. Stic song phoi phdi ctia Kisako khién t6i chang thé thd 0. Huéng
chi, cho dén nay, t6i van hiém khi c6 co hoi tiép can vdi nhitng c6 géi day
sttc hdp dan nhuw co.

“A...” Toi dwa tay so bao thudc 14 trong tii 40, “Tam coi 1a thé.”

“Tuyét qua! Khong ngo anh Kakeba lai két giao v&i nghé si! Ngac nhién
that!” Kisako cwoi tinh nghich. Bong nhién...

Giong noi nay...

T6i chgt nhan ra minh da tirng nghe thdy giong noi ctia Kisako ¢ dau do.
Gan nhu dong thoi, cap mat to tron dang nhin toi cia cd ay cling...

Do6i mat nay...

Chung cong hwéng va khoi day mot manh ky e cti, mot ky c méi gan
day thoi.

... La khi nao nhi?

A, lic dé. ..

Trung tuan thang Tam. Dung thé, budi toi dén xem lé hdi lira Daimoniji,
lic t6i va ma dang ngam chit ‘Pai’ dot trén nui.

Mot ¢o gai va phdi lung t6i, roi tii dung sach... Bung c6 ay roi!

Chi gap mot lan véi vai cau giao lwuy, tai sao minh lai cé an twgng sau vé
c6 ay thé nhi? T6i ngac nhién nghi. Xem chtrng c6 dy khong nhd ra t6i.

“Anh udng ca phé hay udng tra?” Kisako vira hoi vira buéc vé phia bé rira
bén phai can phong.

“A... Khong... Em ditng ban tam.”

“Pirng ditng mai thé Hiryu! Ci¥ ng6i ty nhién!” Kakeba vira néi vira ngoi
xuong ghé bén chiéc ban bau duc, cach cho Kisako mot ghé.
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“Michizawa, cho anh mot c6c ca phé ludon nhé! Véi lai, anh va ciu ay can
néi chuyén riéng véi nhau chit xiu. That ngai quda, c6 co6 thé tam ra ngoai
dwgc khong?”

“Ay khong, Kakeba.” Téi voi xua tay, “Khong sao dau, khong can lam
phién co dy tranh ra ngoai dau.”

Vira dit 104, tham tam t6i cue ky hodng hot.

T6i von khéng mudn cé mat ngudoi thit ba, thé ma lai bao vay dé co gai ay
ngoi lai...

Hay la... phdi, c6 1é Itic nay, trai tim t6i da bat dau rung dong roi.
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“Pe doa giét nguoi a? w, giong that. Co thé dung la thé day.” Kakeba
nhin bitc thwr da bi xé doi. Kisako van ng6i cho ci, tiép tuc danh may.

“Tat nhién, c6 thé cam birc thw nay di bao canh sat, nhung du thé, ho cling
kho long bao vé cdu sudt ngay dém. Toi nghe néi, gan day cé rat nhiéu vu
viét thw gay roi.” Cau ta than trong lwa chon tir nglt. Khac véi lan tredc, gio
Kakeba 16 vé cang thang. “T6i cho rang, néu bao canh sat, dau tién nén ké
vGi ho vu ma no canh ¢ xuwong vé.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi néu dung la c6 ké 1én vao xuwdng vé cta cau, gdy ra tro do, thi han
mac t6i dot nhap nha riéng va pha hoai tai san cong dan. Nguwai bi hai la cau,
cau viét don trinh bao, canh sat nhat dinh sé c6 bién phap thich hop.”

“U, ding! C6 1& thé. Nhung...”

Nhwng du sao, toi ciing chang thich tha gi viéc bi canh sét tra héi. Day
khong phai van dé tuw twdng ma chi don gian la thich hay ghét ma thoi.

Hon nita, nhan don trinh bdo xong ho sé nghiém tiic tién hanh diéu tra
duwgc dén dau? Néu ho dén tan hién truong xem xét thi di nhién ma sé biét
hét mot loat sur kién kia.

"Tuy nhién...” Kakeba thay t6i lwong lw, bén néi tiép, “Xdy ra chuyén do
khi xwdng vé da khoa han hoi thi qua la khong thé yén tdm. Nhu cau néi
ddy, khoa thi t6t, cac 6 thoang ciing kin, khong ai d6t nhap dwgc, va chia
khoa , thi chwa tirng bi danh cap, ding khong?”

“Pung!” Toéi gat dau khong chit do dw, “Khong ai ¢6 khd nang lam
chuyén do.”

“Ké ca bac gai chit?”

“Sao ca?”

Toi kinh ngac truée cau hoi nay.

"Tai sao... sao lai...”

Lé& nao cau ay cho rang ma la thu pham?
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Nhu vay thi sé dé dang giai dap bi an xung quanh sy kién hom trude. D6
la 1am thé nao thu pham 1én dwgc vao nha chinh? Néu cau tra 161 1a ma thi bi
an ay ngay tu dau da khong ton tai.

Nhung...

“Pirng hiéu lam. T6i khong c6é y nghi ngd bac géi.” RO rang, Kakeba da
nhan ra noi hoang hot cua t6i, nén 6n ton dap, “Chi vi t6i cam thay tinh hinh
c6 phan ky quai."

"Xét theo suy nghi thong thwong thi nghi pham s6 mot 1a vg chong bac
quan ly dung khong? Viéc ho co6 chia khoa nha chinh la dwong nhién, va ho
cling thudc long cach bai tri trong cac can phong nita...”

“Nhung con chia khoa xuwong vé...”

Kakeba Hisashige ‘Hw’ mot tiéng, udng can céc ca phé Kisako rot cho
ban nay.

“Veé chiéc chia khoa thi that kho giai thich. Tam thoi c& cho rang, bang
mot cach nao do, thu pham da kiém duwgc chiéc chia khéa ay di.”

N6i xong, cau ta lai nhin birc thw dat trén ban.

“Trong thw nay, tir ‘nhd lai’ dwgc lap di lap lai dén ba lan. Hom truéc gap
cau, hinh nhw t6i da néu ra cdu héi nay réi. Cau c6 manh moi lién hé gi
khong?”

Nghe vay, t6i do du khong biét c6 nén ké ra sy that la cang ngay toi cang
hay nghi dén sy can rit? Dén gig, to6i van khong thé xac dinh néi ky c can
ritt dy c6 ton tai that khong. Du ding hay sai thi ciing chwa chac dé 1a nhitng
t0i 16i ma ké gri thu mudn t6i nhd lai...

Cubi cung, toi cling quyét dinh néi ra. Du khong ti tin c6 thé dién dat
thau ddo, nhung cubi cung t6i da xoay x& dé cau ta hinh dung duwgc cam giac
cua minh.

“Thi ra la thé. Nhitng manh roi rac cta ky c a!” Kakeba khé 1am bam,
roi tir tir ngd nguwoi ra lung ghé. Sau do, cau ta dan cac ngén tay vao nhau,
hai ngén cai bat dau go nhip & thanh ban. “Cau khong biét nhitng ky tc dé
ttr bao lau ve tredc a?”
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“Pa bédo chinh t6i cling chiu khong dam chac cé phai ky trc ngay trudc
hay khong ma. Chi cam giac la c6 lién quan th6i.” Hai moi téi bap chat dau
loc diéu thudc, “Tuy nhién, néu ding nhuw thé thi at la qua khi rat xa xoi, cé
1é tir khi bat dau nhan thitc duwgce va méi di hoc tiéu hoc.”

“Ky ttc hoi bé a!” Kakeba lim dim d6i mat nhé. “Vira ndy, cau ké lai cac
manh rdi rac, c6 nhac dén chi¥ ‘tré con’ phdi khéng? Hiryu, cé phéi chinh la
cau khong?”

“Khong ro nita. T6i vira cam thdy chinh la t6i, lai vira cam thay khong
phai t6i.”

“Chuing ta nhac lai vai chi tiét don 1é, dugc khong?” Kakeba dé nghi.
“Trwdc tién la ‘gio’, roi ‘bau troi dé6 nhw mau’, ‘hoa do 6i’... Hoa nay dang
no ro dung khong? La khung canh c6 nhitng bong hoa dung dwa theo gio
nhi?”

“T0i c6 cam giac la hoa bi ngan,” toi noi.

... Phai r6i. D6 la hoa bi ngan.

“Hoa bi ngan? A... tic 13, thoi gian vé mua thu. Hém &y, gi6 thu nhe dwa,
sac troi dé ryc tire 1a vao lic hoang hon ding khong? Hoa bi ngan thudong
nd ngoai dong hoang, chac la nghia dia hodc bai song. Bing chwa?”

“Khong ro. Nhung t6i cdm thay khong phéi dong hoang hoac nghia dia.”

“Hirm, ta tiép tuc nhé. Sau do6 la ‘hai vét den’, ‘con ran khong 16’... Toi
cho rang nhitng tir nay kha trttu twgng, kiéu néi an du trong hoi hoa dy. Cau
c6 thé nghi dén mot thit cu thé hon khong?”

Toi dap tat diéu thudc, roi lai cham diéu khac.

Mau den... Hai vét...

Con ran khong Io...

U, phai, van con nita, tiéng dong am i nhw vo trdi dt van dong. Uynh...
uynh...

Mau den... Hai vét...

Ct nhuv thé... md6t con ran khong 16..

“... buong ray.” T6i vo thirc noi.

“Ha? Cai gi?” Kakeba hoi.
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Chinh toi cling kinh ngac. “A, titc la... Ty nhién t6i nhd ra. ‘Hai vét den’
ay, chang phai duong ray thi la gi?”

“Puwong ray? Buong ray tau dién a? T6i hiéu roi. Vay ‘con ran’ la...?”

“Cau khong nghi ra u?” Lat sau, Kakeba Hisashige gat dau noi tiép, “Liéu
c6 phai con ran la doan tau dang chay trén dwong ray khong?”

“A...”

Doan tau...

Thé thi tiéng dong am i kia chinh la tiéng 6n cta doan tau?

“Co vé la vay. Thi ra la dwong ray va doan tau! Vay noi hoa bi ngan ng
vira noi la dong co hai bén duwong ray chang?”

“Co6 1é thé!” To6i cham cham gat dau, va nhd lai cac hinh anh hién ra trong
tam tri.

Ct& nhu thé... mot con ran khong 16...

Mot con ran khong 16... Tya nhuw... thi thé...

... Thi thé?

Gia st ‘con ran’ la doan tau, thé thi ‘twa nhu thi thé’ la gi?

... Me 01!

Tiéng goi cua tré con vang vong bén tai.

... Me ai!

... Me & dau?

Me 0i... Me...

“A, ra thé...” Tdi lai bat giac kéu Ién.

“Sao?” Kakeba Hisashige hoi.

“Hinh nhu t6i da hiéu ra.” Anh mét t6i tap trung vao mot diém trén khong
trung. “Do la doan tau trat banh!”

“Trat banh?”

“Plng vay... Hom do6 la mua thu. Bung vay roi. Luc do, to6i dang goi
me...”

“Khoan da, cau néi gi? Poan tau trat banh, sau d6 me cau thé nao?”

“T6i quén mat. T6i quén sach.” T6i 1am bam, ro6i lai nhin Kakeba. “Toi
tirng ké v4i cau rang me dé cua tdi mat vi tai nan dung khong? Héi dé t6i 1én
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6, maGi di hoc 16p Mot, mua thu nam do xay ra tai nan...”

“La tau hoa trat duwong ray dung khong?”

“Pung, dung thé!”

Vay thi ding 1a hom dé6...

T6i bong nhd dén ma6t chuyén.

Chuyén nay cling xdy ra vao ngay hom dé. 16 thang Tam, 1é hoi Itra
Daimonji.

Lan tredc ngoi & quan ca phé Lai Mong, t6i ngau nhién cam to bao 1én
doc tin phat hién xac mot dita tré & con mwong Kitashirakawa. Néu khong
nham thi ltc dé long t6i da hoi ‘xao dong’.

Nhac méi nhd, bén canh tin tic 4y chang phai la tin vé vu tau héa trat
banh xdy ra & Nara sao? Lé nao mau tin nay chinh la ngoi dan, khién ky ttc
cda toi troi day?

Nhung du la thé, tai sao né lai tr¢ thanh ‘ky tc can rit’? Va tai sao sy
viéc nay lai la t6i 16i cuia t6i?

T6i cdm thay van con uan khic sau xa.

Day chwa phai tat ca, ma van con thit gi d6 an giau bén trong.

Bang chirng 13, tuy chwa thé nhé ra moi chuyén nhung tir sw can rit nay,
dwong nhu toi da thap thoang nhin thay mot s6 canh twgng khac.

Canh twong gi?

T6i ngan ngo ngoi rit thudc 14, r6i nhin sang cau ban.

“A, Kakeba nay, hinh nhv con cé...”

T6i bdng im bit. Anh mét Kakeba nhin chim chdm vao miéng toi... Ngay
khi nhan ra doi dong ttr dang nhin minh c6 mau nau nhat, da dau t6i bat chgt
té té. T6i bi kéo vao cam giac mat thang bang ky la...

.. Bau troi...

... Bau troi dé nhw mau...

... Hai vét den...

... Cai bong...

.. Céi béng kéo dai...
.. Nudc...
.. Dong nuéc dang chay...
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... bung duva...

Anh...

Anh...

Choang!

Mot am thanh ranh rot vang len.

To6i giat ndy minh roi birng tinh.

Bén chan t6i la coc ca phé vo tan. Tay t6i vira gat n6 roi xuéng san thi
phai?

“Hiryu, cau sao thé?” Kakeba nghiéng nguoi sang t6i, “Cau khong sao
chy?”

“T... T6i xin 16i.”

“Khong van dé gi chit?” C6 sinh vién Kisako dang danh may lién ding
len budc lai ben t6i, “Anh c6 bi xay xuwdc gi khong?”

“Xin 16i.” T6i voi kéo ghé nhich ra, r6i cii xuéng nhat cac manh coc.

“PDé em don cho!” Kisako buéc dén chiéc ti canh bé rtra 1ay choéi va do
hét rac roi chay tré lai.

“A, 1am phién em qua.” T6i thdy hai m4 minh dé nhir.

Lic mai téc co khé dwa qua bén canh, to6i ngwri thady mét lan huwong diu
ngot, hét nhu trong 18 hoi ltva td6i hom dé.

Ga nin thd, lang nghe.

Ngoai cifa sO vong vao tiéng mwa roi don diéu. Trong nha am u, tinh
mich. Moi nguoi déu da ngu.

Ga rén rén bugc vé phia can phong do.

Truwdc hét. ..

Ga nhe tay kéo ctta hé sang bén, ghé mat vao quan sét tinh hinh. Du t6i
mit van nhan ra dong chan dém trai dai mau trang mo mad va nghe tiéng thg
déu déu ctia nguwoi phu nit. Trén chiéc ban thap 1a binh rugu va chén rugu
sake dat rai rac. Thoang thoang mui ruwgu va thudc la.

Trudc hét. ..
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Ga nhe chan bwdc téi cho dat 16 swdi canh twong trong goc, vieon tay vé
phia cai 10, hét sitc cha y khong tao ra tiéng dong. Sau do...

Nhéc binh dau ra, 1at nghiéng.

Chat 16ng chdy xuong, mui dau héa bay khap phong. Ga dat binh dau vao
cho cii roi khé kéo cai 16 nga xudng dat.

Khong biét nguwdi phu nit &y uéng bao nhiéu rwgu ma van ngia mé mét.
Khéi can sg ba bat than thitc giac.

Ga cam bat Itra trén mat ban thap 1én, cham lra.

Nhin nhitng ngon lita nho bung 1én hat bong ga vao canh ctta, ga cuoi
khong thanh tiéng.

Truwdc hét phai giét ba me da.
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Khoang 3 gio ru6i sang Chu nhat, ngay 16 thang Muoi mot.

Pang lo mo ngq, toi nghe thady am thanh rat la.

Thoat dau, né chi khé khang. Khi toi tinh han thi n6 cling vang xa.

Am thanh la... Hinh nhw c6 thit gi d6 co x4t xén xet, roi gam thét né tung.

bé la...

Toi ty héi va choang mé mat, lién thay tinh hinh khac thuong.

Gi thé?

Cung v@i am thanh la anh sang chap chon.

Trong can phong ma trudc khi di ngu t6i da tat hét den déom, tran va twong
nha lai cé anh sdng mau cam nhay nhot. Giong nhw phong t6i véi mot chiéc
mady chiéu phim dang chay.

La anh sang tir ngoai hat vao qua tam rém ctta kinh & phia hién. Khong
phai anh den, anh sao hay anh trang.

Cung luc, t6i ngri thay mot mui kho chiu.

Mui rat la. Mui khét. Cai gi d6 dang chay.

To6i tung chan ngoi bat day.

Troi rat lanh. Theo ban nang, t6i vo chiéc do choang dai dat canh go6i va
mac ludn, r6i quay ngudi chay ra kéo canh ctra lua thong sang phong khach.

Anh sang nhay nhét, chao dao. Thit mui ky la cang nong hon. Khong khi
duc ban lua qua khe ctra vu vu ru rit.

Lra?!

Chay!

... Ma oi!

T6i dwa tay bit mom bit miii, chay sang phong khach, roi kéo canh ctra lua
thong sang gian tiép theo.

“Qi...” Toi thét 1én roi ngay lap titc, giat lui may budc.

Bén phdi gian tiép theo la can phong nhé sat canh phong ngt ctia ma. Lira
dang chay ran rat. Nhitng lwdi Itta nhw héa than thanh mot sinh vat cé y
thitc, vira bo 1én twong, liém lén tran nha vira phun khoi den mu mit.
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“Ma oi!” Toi goi to. Khéi xc vao mom miéng khién toi ngat tho.

Ltra cang ldc cang hung hang, dan dan chay lan ra phia t6i. Lan khi néng
chwa tirng thady pha vao mét bén than thé dang chét lang cta toi.

T6i quay ngudi chay trd lai phong khach, roi tir hién ngoai chay chan tran
vao san trong.

Lic nay, phong ngt ctia ma, ché nho ra ¢ phia Nam cda nha chinh hinh
chit L, da bi ngon Itra hung dit bua vay.

Gitta con mwa 1am tham, ngon Itta boc 1én khién bau troi dém nhuém anh
do. Tiéng go chay no kéu rang rac Nha ctra rung rung lay chuyén. Cot khoi
den xody tron bdc 1én cao.

T6i nhin thdy bong ctia con ma no canh khéng c6 than dwéi ditng ¢ hién
ngoai. N6 bi Itra nudt tron, chdy nhao ra roéi sup xuong.

“Ma oi!” Toi gao to hét sttc r6i chay vé phia d6. Nhung...

Tan Itra tung bay, phan cudi cia can nha da sap xuéng. Do lita va khdi, toi
khong thé biét dwgc tinh hinh bén trong.

Nguy roi!

Toi lién tiép giat lui, r6i bat lyc ditng ngay ra.

Troi oi...

Trong d6i mat trong rong phan chiéu anh Iira cia t6i, dam xody khoi den
tach ra. Va roi, phia bén kia canh ctta bang kinh déng chat, t6i nghi minh da
nhin thdy m4, gio tré thanh mot ngwdi Itva, dang nhdy mua, lac lw. D6 khong
phai la sy that! Khong phai la sy that dung khong?

Ma ai...

Khong lau sau do...

Toi nghe thay tiéng dam dong la hét cung tiéng chudng va coi hu chdi tai
lién tuc tra tan than kinh da qua hodng loan ctia minh.
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Ma da mat.

Tran héa hoan thiéu rui hon hai phan ba nha chinh, tir tién sanh dén tan
phong khach, can phong canh phong ngu cua toi.

May ma hang xém sém bao cho déi citu héa, va tir sam tdi hom trudce troi
lién tuc mwa nhd, nén hau qua chi ding lai & d6. Néu khong, dau chi khu
nha gb cii ki, ma ngay ca Luc Anh Trang ciing bi thiéu huy:.

Tuy nhieén...

Ma Sawako khong thoat nan.

T6i budc phai téi xac nhan thi thé bdi ra tir dong do nat cia ba. Khong chi
mat di su song, ba con chay den, toan than co quap kho s vi sttc néng, nhw
mot mon doé treng bay xau xi, tham hai.

Tang lé két thuc...

Khoang thdoi gian hon hai tuan vun vut tréi qua con tim sap sita héa tro
tan cua toi.

Canh sat mic sic phuc hoic thuong phuc. Anh dén flash tir may anh. Céc
cudc tham van. Phéng vién dua tin. Bam tang ban ron...

Ho hang va ngudi quen nghe tin dit dén viéng ma. Goi la ho hang nhung
chang c6 ai bén noi cua t6i. Nhitng ngwoi t6i tham déu la than thich nha
Ikeo. Ho khong cé quan hé huyét thong truc tiép véi toi. Trong doan nguoi
dén viéng, t6i cling nhin thay 6ng luat suw da tirng trg giip ma.

Sau khi nhin thay thi hai ctia mé cuing can nha chay tan hoang, coi long t6i
dwong nhu ciing bi ngon Itta dem do thieu rui, gio chi con la cai xac khong
hon. Birng no6i dén viéc tim ra nguyén nhan vu chdy, t6i con khong thé thoat
khoi noi buon dau, khong thé chap nhan noi thyc té la méa da mat. Tat nhién
cling khong c6 sttc cam on hay xin 16i nhitng nguwoi dén viéng. T6i nhin
khung canh tang Ié ma ban than minh la tang cht bang cdp mat trong rong,
nhw nhin mét viéc khong c6 that qua tdim kinh ma.
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T6i tam chuyén sang cin phong bé tréng & Luc Anh Trang, 1a phong 2-B

trén tang hai “***. C6 ngudi bao toi nén sita lai nha chinh, nhuwng t6i chang
con bung da dau ma quan tam.

Dbiéu bat ngo 1a, vu hda hoan két thic bang hai chi ‘tai nan’.

Céac két qua kham nghiém hién trwong cho thay, ngon Ittra bat nguén tw
phong ngt ctia ma. Nguyén nhan la bai cdi 10 swdi dung dau héa bi dé khién
dau tran ra ngoai roi bat Ira tiv mot thit gi do, nhu diéu thuoc 14 dang chay
dé chang han.

Ciing c6 nguwoi nghi khong phai tai nan, ma do ma c6 y cham Iira, titc 1a tw
sat. Nhung gia thuyét nay 1ap titc bi phu dinh vi ma khong c6 déng co gi dé
tw sat ca.

Sang thang Muwoi hai, da van han béng dang may thanh tra ngay nao ciing
dén hoi tham, khu nha tré vé trang thai tinh mich von c4. T6i nh6t minh ca
ngay & xuwéng vé, noi khong bi ngon Itra quét qua, chang lam gi, cling chang
suy nghi gi. Ba bita an trong ngay, 4o quan giat giti déu phé mac cho vg
chong bac quan ly Mizujiri.

Ma ra di that roi...

Trwdc cai chét ctia ngwdi phu nit nudi ndng minh suét hai mwoi tdm nam,
noi buon dau c dang 1én mai trong long t6i. Khi binh tinh xem xét lai cac
khia canh cua sy viéc, t6i bat dau nhen nhém mét niém tin: Ma t6i bi giét.

Ma vo6n sg@ lanh, dém nao cting phai doét 16 swéi, doi phong am 1én thi mai
di nam. Ma uong ruwou trede khi nga va c6 1€ con hit thude nita. Chac ciing
vi 101 khai ctia t6i nén canh sat méi két luan rang nguyén nhan hoa hoan la
do s bat can cua ba.

Du sao, toi cling khong nghi ma da ty lam do6 1o va gay ra héa hoan. Banh
rang ai cling c6 ldc bat can. Panh rang sy co rat dé xay ra. Nhung. ..

C6 hai ly do 16n khién t6i suy nghi nhw vay.

Mot la ve tinh cach cia ma.

Du c6 phan xué xoa & khong it phwong dién nhung ba hét sitc can than
trong viéc dén lira bép ntic. Toi tirng nghe ba ké hoi nhé da gap mot phen
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hoéa hoan nho nho... Nén t6i khéng tin ba lai so suat dé roi bi bén Itra trong
phong.

Hai la thoi gian xdy ra hoéa hoan.

bam chay bat dau vao khoadng 3 gio sang, ma di nga lic 12 gio dém dén 1
gio sang. Du ba c6 say rugu roi 16 dé bén lira thi dau thé cho dén 3 gio sang
Itra md&i bung 1én. Lic do, ma da ngu say tir 1au r6i.

Co6 thé ba di nga trong khi van dé 1o swéi, r6i sy c6 xay ra. Hodc ba di
ngu, tham chi con hat thudce trede khi ngti ma khong nhan ra minh da lam do
10 swdi khién dau tran.

Néu vu hda hoan khong phai do bat can, thi la tai sao?

T6i can nhac mot quan diém khac tiv phia canh sat, do la ty sat. C6 mot
dong co da thoi thiic ba ty d6 dau héa trong 16 swéi ra phong réi cham lira.

Tuyét doi khong c6 kha nang nay.

Chac chan ma sé khong bé t6i lai ma ty sat, lai con ra di bang cach dot
nha nira.

bém 4y, néu td6i khong nhan ra diéu bat thwong roi tinh day mudn hon,
hodc Itta chay di* doi hon, chac t6i cling da bo mang trong bién ltra. Khong
doi nao ma lai dé lién luy dén toi.

Ba luén mong t6i, ké duwgc xem la ki€p sau ctia con rudt ba, du mang bat
ky hinh dang nao ciling dwgc song mot cude doi tron ven. Ba chwa tirng bat
toi két hon, cling chwa tirng néi mudn c6 chau bé. Ba chwa tirng bdo t6i phai
lam md&t ngwdi con trai binh thuwdng. Co6 18, chi can séng cung t6i la da. Lé
song duy nhat cda ba la dugce thay hinh dang cua t6i. Vi vay...

V1 vay, khong doi nao ba ty sat.

Khong phai tai nan cling khong phai tu sat. Chi con mot kha nang, la bi
sat hai... Bung vay, ma da bi sat hai! C6 ké phong hoa, cé ké c6 tinh thiéu
rui can phong noi ma dang ngu.

Chac chan canh sat cling titng nghién citu kha nang nay trong qua trinh
diéu tra, nhung t6i cho rang ho loai trtr luén vi cac chitng cit déu cho thay
Itra bat dau bung 1én tir bén trong gian phong ctia ma.

Du la thé, t6i van nghi yéu t6 d6 chuwa da dé pha dinh gia thuyét c6 ké
phong hoa.
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Ké tir mua thu dén gio, xung quanh toi xay ra khong it sw viéc dang ngo.
Vi nhu bitc thv nac danh...

Co ké 1én vao phong ngu ctia ma roi phong héa, chuyén nay hoan toan co6
thé xdy ra. Ké do tirng d6t nhap nha chinh, noi lic nao ciling ctta dong then
cai, vao ca xwong vé, can phong 1€ ra khong mot ai vao dugc.

Sau vu viéc thit hai v6i ddm ma no canh, t6i da lap 6 khoa khéng thé mé
tt* bén ngoai cho ctra chinh, ctta phu va cta ngan gitta nha chinh v&i Luc
Anh Trang. Vi thé du hin c6 1am chia phu thi cfing khong thé dé dang dot
nhap.

Tuy nhién, néu muc dich dot nhap cta han la ‘phéng hoa’ thi tinh hinh lai
khac. Badi du sao, ciing chang dé lai ddu vét. Chi can pha mot 6 ctra so6 dau
do roi 1én vao, thé 1a xong.

Viy...

Gia st hung thu chinh 1a tén viét thu nac danh. Piéu nay c6 nghia la gi?

Cai cau ‘Sém thoi, tao sé cho may thanh than’ han la 16i canh bdo nham
vao toi. Nhung han lai phong hoa ¢ phong ngu cia ma chit khong phai cta
tOL.

Chang 1€, han mong t6i bi lién luy ma chét? Hay ngay ti* dau, ma mdi la
do6i twong ma han muén nham dén?

Nghi dén do, chgt c6 am thanh phat ra tir miéng t6i.

Khong phdi nhitng 10i 1€ titc gian danh cho tén hung tht ma la tiéng tha
dai mang theo néi sg hai khong kim nén dugc.

“Mac no ra sao thi ra,” toi ngh.

Sv viéc da dén nuwdc nay thi danh thé vay.

Gia nhu, dang la ma bi muu sat that thi sao chi? Du cé bao véi canh sat,
du hung tha bi bat, ma ciing dau thé song lai.

Co nguoi ting noi ‘Khi chao doi, cling la Idc con nguoi ta nhan ngay an
t’. Khong hiéu tai sao t6i khong thé quen dwgc vdi viéc ban than phai co
cam thu, nguyén raa ké tha ac, ké da mang cai chét dén vdi ngudi ma cudi
cung cting phai chét.

Vé ban than minh ciing vay, t6i chi muon budng xudi tat ca.

Du lan sau, han mudn 1ay mang t6i cling mac xac...
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Cho dén gio, t6i van khong hiéu minh mac t6i 16i gi. Ma Sawako von la
sgi xich két noi toi vdi thé gidi hién thwe, nay thi moi thit trong t6i dang bat
dau lao xudng doc. T6i chang con nghi nhiéu t6i viéc bi giét hay noi sg hai
troedc cai chét nita.

Péu chang con quan trong.

Co6 18, sy ra di cia ma da tac dong qua 16n dén t6i, khién t6i roi vao trang
thai tuyét vong vo phuong ciru chita.

Coi long toi nang triu. Néu phdi so sanh thi n6é giéng maot bic tranh xam
xit, khéng co6 chut sac thai nao... O dd, chi c6 hinh anh Michizawa Kisako
trong bo do tang di cung Kakeba Hisashige dén thap nhang la thinh thodng
con anh lén vai tia sang.

Toi khong khéi tw cam thay twdng twgng nay that ky quai.

Pbém khuya. Trong phong.

Ng6i trén chiéc ghé gia lanh, chim trong bau khong khi tinh mich nghet
thé.

Sy viéc dién ra thudn lgi khién ga rat hai long. Bam canh sat chang may
may nghi ngd nguyén nhan vu héa hoan nhw ga van lo ngai.

Trwdc hét phai giét ba me.

Vi thé, dém hom ay ga m@i phong hoa.

Puwong nhién, nguoi kia cting c6 thé bi va lay r6i chét trong d6. Nhung du
thé, ga cling chang dé tam.

... Tiép theo la...

Viéc phai lam tiép theo la...

Ga cam but 1én.
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Thit Ba, ngay mung 9 thang Mudi hai. Ngay tuyét roi dau tién cia mua
dong nam nay.

Hién gio, toi song & can phong 2-B cta Luc Anh Trang, cin phong kiéu
phuwong Tay, & gitta tang hai, nam vé phia Nam dai sanh, c6 ban c6ng nho ra
ngoai san.

Phong nay lau nay khong c6 ai & nhung van ké day da giwong, ban, ta.
Quan do chan dém, bat diia... cta t6i déu chay sach trong héa hoan, nhung
vo chong bac Mizujiri da sam stta lai ca. Cac viéc can thiét déu dugc thu xép
on théa, toi lai trd vé vai cudc song thurong nhat.

Keé tir toi hom kia, tdi chgt thay trong ngudoi rat kho chiu, nhitc dau vang
vat, cac khép xwong dau é am. Thudc 14 cling c6 vi khac, t6i chi toan ngwi
thdy mui gidy dot ma thoi.

T6i nghi minh bi cam ben di nga s6m. Nhung sang thic day, bénh tinh lai
cang nang hon.

Mot ldc sau khi mé& mat, toi méi nhan ra tinh hinh bén ngoai. T6i nam bep
trén giwvong. Vai phut sau...

Toi nghe thdy tiéng tré con bén ngoai vong vao. Co 1é chiing chwa dén
tudi di hoc, ching dang hét 1én, “Tuyét kia!”, “Tuyét kia!”.

T6i cham chap ngo6i day, xuéng giwong va budc dén cira ban cong.

D6 1a canh ctra kiéu Phap, rem vitra kéo ra, anh sang da tran vao khap
phong. Toi dua tay xoa 16p hoi nwéc mo mo bam trén 0 kinh.

C6 thé nhin thay cac ndc nha, dwong di, c6t dién phia xa va cay c6i xac xo
dwgi san trede... Van vat phu mot mau trang x6a. Ping tv diy khong thé
biét tuyét phu day bao nhiéu, nhung ding la da qua lau roi t6i khong dugc
nhin thdy tuyeét.

M4y dita tré dang n6 dua trén con dwong tredc ctra nha. Nhitng sac xanh
dé sdc so tung tang nhdy nhoét trén nén tuyét trang phau.

Khung canh 16a mat. So v6i mau trang ctia tuyét phu khap mat dat, khong
hiéu sao, t6i lai thdy nhitng chuyén dong, am thanh ctia i tré nhat nhoa hon.
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T6i dwa ngon tay an 1én mi mat néng rat.

L tré tay vo tuyét, vira goi tén nhau vira chay vong quanh. Tiéng ho hét
xao dong khong gian yén tinh.

]

Dot nhién, t6i nghe thdy mot giong ndi vong lai tiv dong ky trc xa x6i
chong 1én tiéng cua li tré. Phai chang chi la do toi twdng twong ra?

]

Pau t6i quay nhu chong chong, luong khi lanh budt lan khap séng lung,
c6 hong dau rat khi nuét nuwéc bot

T6i danh quay tré lai, gan nhw do6 vat xuong giwong.

Hau qua la t6i phai nam bep trén giwvong ding mot ngay,

Khé ma ngu yén, toi mé man roi tinh giac. Ci¢ thé lap di lap lai mai, dong
thoi, dau 6c t6i nghi dén du thi chuyén trén doi. Pang sot cao, tri nhd khong
thé ranh mach, nhung do la nhitng nghi suy vé qua khi¢ (cting la niém wu tw
khong thé goi tén).

Khodng 6 gio t0i, ba vg quan ly Mizujiri bung com t6i vao cho toi.

T6i nita tinh nita mé thitc day trong tiéng go ctra va tiéng goi tén t6i. Toi
di sang phong khach & phia Bac, m@ canh cua thong ra hanh lang. Gitra
phong ngu va hanh lang ciing c6 ctta, nhung da dugc chot chat.

“Cau thay thé nao? C6 muon an khong?” Ba gia mac bo do lam bép mau
trang lo lang hai toi.

“Khong... H6m nay chau chang mu6n an gi ca.” T6i lac dau yéu o6t.

“Nén c6 an mot chut cling dugc, kéo sé khong c6 1gi cho sitc khéde.” Ba
vira noi vira di vao r6i dat khay do an 1én ban.

“Thudc t6i dé ¢ day, cau nhé uong ding gio nhé!”

“Vang.”

“Cau c06 thu day, t6i vira lay & hom thu ra.”

Ba lan tdi, 1dy phong bi the mau trang dwa t6i.

Thu...

Phong bi thong dung. Nhung khi nhin ch viét dé tén nguwdi nhan, khudn
mat tdi chot cing lai. Pam chit ngoan ngoéo nhw giun bo.
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“Cau khong sao chit?” Hiéu lam phan (ng cua t6i la do dang 6m, ba gia lo
lang nhin t6i, hoi.

“Van nén di vién kiém tra thi hon nhi?”

“Khong can dau a.” T6i lac dau. “Khong sao dau, chau chi bi cAm nhe
thoi.”

“Pung la khong sao chir?”

“Vang.”

“Cau muon gi thi c cho t6i biét. Ké ca nita dém goi cling khong van dé

I »

gl.

Cdi chét ctia md may ciing la t6i 16i ctiia may.

Vi may ma ba dy chét.

May ci viéc giay vo cdn rut.

Cu viéc can riet! Sau dé hdy nhd lai cho ro di!

Dau buru dién la ngay hom qua, van g tit buru dién Sakyo. Gidy viét hét
nhv lan trwde. Chit viét nghiéng ngd, myc den.

T6i ngoi trén sofa phong khach doc birc thw. Cai lanh ghé gém tham sau
vao da thit, t6i rung minh run ray. Chuyén phai dén rét cudc cling da dén.

Mot thang sau vu hoa hoan, han khong c6 thém bat cit hanh dong nao.
Dbiéu nay khién t6i cam thay la lung.

Cdi chét cia md may ciing la t6i 10i cua may.

Qua nhién 1a thé, ma da bi sat hai.

T6i cam bao thudc trén ban, rit ra mét diéu dwa 1én miéng ngam. Tay cam
bat Itta cit run ban bat.

Vi may ma ba @y chét.

Tai sao lai thé?

May ci viéc giday vo cdn rit.

Han nhac nhé t6i sao?

Cu viéc can rit! Sau dé hdy nhd lai cho ro di.

Han lai bao t6i ‘nhd& lai’.

Nh¢ lai “toi 16i” hay nh@ lai nhitng diéu ‘xau xa’ cda t6i, hay nhitng th
lién quan dén vu tai nan tau héa dan tdi cai chét cia me dé t6i hai mwoi tam
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nam veé trwdc? Hay la...

DPau t6i nhitc nhoi tirng con. Khoi thudc khién ¢6 hong téi cang phong, tac
nghen chdy nwdc mat.

Ha... Tiéng cwoi tham lanh 18o cua ké nao dé tir dau khong biét truyén
dén tai toi.
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Khoang 8 gio t6i hom do, Kakeba goi dién dén nha. Cau ta goi vao dién
thoai chung mau hong & dai sanh tang mot, vog bac quan ly Mizujiri
chuyén may cho t0i.

“Gan day cau c6 khoe khong? T6i dinh goi sém hon, nhung lai ban may
cudc hop & trwong va vai viéc khac. Ba gia vira ndy chac la vg 6ng quan ly
phai khong? Ba dy bdo cau nam liét givong vi bi cam, gio' da kha hon chwa?
T6i ¢6 néi néu cau mét qua thi dirng nghe dién thoai.”

“Toi khong sao dau.” Toi noi vay cht khong khi lanh 1o ¢ dai sanh cling
chang t6t chat nao.

“T6i xin 16i vi chwa gitp dwgc gi cho cau.”

“Pung noi thé.”

“Khi nao cau khée hdn thi dén phong nghién citu cia ching t6i choi.
Michizawa, c6 bé lan trudc ay, cling rat muén gap cau day! Toi da gidi thiéu
cau la hoa si, 0 ay rat hao hirc, chac muén tro chuyén véi cau vé hoi hoa.”
bay c6 1€ la cach Kakeba quan tam dén trang thai tinh than cua t6i. T6i rat
cam kich nhung toi lai khong quen vai goi y do.

Toi tra 10i, t6i muon ngo6i nha mot minh it 1au da. Nghe vay, Kakeba
Hisashige do dy roi néi, “Coé 1€ t6i hoi lam 161, nhung cau dirng suy nghi
nhiéu qua! Sudt ngay giam minh trong nha ciing khong t6t. Chac cdu cho
rang sao toi c can thiép...”

“T6i khong nghi thé dau. Cam on cau.”

“Can gi ctr goi cho toi bat cit lic nao nhé.”

That ra, toi muon noéi hét tat ca.

Vé vu hoéa hoan, vé cai chét ctia ma, vé nhitng moi nghi ngd cta t6i va
bitc thw vira nhan duogc.

T6i con nh@, Kakeba tirng noi, cau ay c6 ngwdi ban lam & S& Céanh sat
Kyoto. Toi da nghi dén chuyén ké tat ca roi bao cau dy nho vi thanh tra dé
diéu tra.
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Hinh nhu Kakeba cling 10 m& cam thay dam chdy c6 lién quan dén nhitng
vu viéc trede do. Cau ta héi toi mot s6 cau, vi du, co6 thay diéu gi kha nghi
khong, c6 thém s kién gi sau khi nhan dugc birc the khong. Nhung...

“Khong, khéng c6 chuyén gi khac.” Cudi cung, t6i phu dinh hét bang thai
do 1ap ltng.

“Khi ndo cAu muén néi, chiing ta lai gip nhau. O quan Lai Mong, hay tdi
dén nha cau cling dugc.”

T6i van tra 10i 1ap ling r6i ngirng dién thoai. Tiéng gac 6ng nghe vang
vong lén tran nha cao cao, t6i cang thay lanh buét.

Toi vira kéo vat 4o khoac b6 chat vao ngudi, vira ldo dao quay 1én tang
hai.

Di trén tdm tham mau réu xam trdi & hanh lang quanh dai sanh, van san
c6t két theo nhip chan budc. Co 1€, vi nha da cii nén c6 di thé nao thi van tao
ra tiéng.

Ma no canh mat tay trai van ditng nguyén cho cii. Co6 ta lic nao ciing nhin
qua ctra s0, nén chac chan da trong thay canh nha chinh chim trong bién lira.

Khi t6i budc qua tredc mat co ta, sau lwng toi dot nhién cé tiéng ma ctra.

“Anh Hiryu, anh dén that ding ldac!”

Tsujii Yukihito & phong 2-B goi t6i. Chac ciu ta dang chuan bi di lam
them.

“Nghe t6i n6i may cau, dugc khéng?”

Du chang biét cau ta dinh néi gi, nhung t6i chi mudn dé lic khac hang
hay. T6i chwa kip bao minh dang s6t, cau ta da than nhién buéc lai néi luon,
“Thure ra, to6i muon doi sang phong khac. Xin 16i vi hoi vao ddng luc nay,
nhung néu cé thé, anh doéi cho té6i dén phong 2-C & cudi tang hai dugc
khong, dang nao, lau nay phong dy ciing bo tréng.”

“Tai sao cau can d6i phong?”

T6i hoi bang giong yéu 6t. BO mat trang xanh v6i go ma nho cao cuia
Tsujii 1ap t@c nhan lai.

“Van dé la moi treong sang tac.”

Cau ta tra loi v6i thai do ham huec.
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“Xin 16i phai néi ra nhing tir sau vu hoa hoan, anh chuyén sang day thi
toi khong dugc yén 6n nita. Tam khéng noi vé anh, nhung ba quan 1y 1én 1én
xudng xudng phuc vu anh, san go kéu cot ket, gay tiéng dong rat khé chiu.
Khong ra sao ca. Anh ciing la nghé si, chac anh c6 thé thng cam cho to6i
chit? Chi can mdy tiéng dong ngd ngan ay la da dé anh hwdng dén cong viéc
r6i.”

“Tuy nhién, ba ta khong thé khong di di lai lai vi can cham s6c anh. Nén
toi can doi phong, phong do6 cach xa cau thang, sé khong lién quan gi dén
bén nay ca. Phia dudi la phong ctia 6ng mu Kizugawa, chac khong dén noi
nao.”

Phong 1-C cua 6ng mu Kizugawa Shinjo va phong 2-C vira nhac déu &
mé Bic Luc Anh Trang, két cdu khac véi tong thé, mdi phong déu c6 cira ra
vao riéng, khong qua tién sanh cda toa nha. Pung nhw Tsujii néi, ching
‘khong lién quan gi dén bén nay cd’. Tang mot cling nhw tang hai, hanh lang
ngach déu c6 ctra riéng nhwng thwong ngay luon khoa lai.

“Anh sé dong y chit?” Tsujii Yukihito héi, nhu thé da thoa thuan xong.
“Tién thué van nhu cii. Toi sé tw quét don, anh khoi phai ban tam.”

Thai d6 ‘nghiém nhién’ cta cau ta khién t6i hoi birc minh. Cau ta vién c@
cong viéc bi anh hwéng, nhung cd mua he vira r6i, cau ta da lam dugc gi
chwa?

Nhung thoi, can phong dy lau nay van bo trong, toi cling khong cé 1y do
gi dé tw chdi. Chuyén tién thué cling khong thanh van de.

Toi trd 16i rang tuy cau ta, c ban cu thé véi vg chong bac quan ly
Mizujiri. N6i xong, t0i rdo buéc vé phong.
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Pén chiéu hom sau, tdi da hét s6t va cam lanh, nhung phai mat thém ba
hom nita thi md&i thyc sy binh phuc.

3 gio chiéu Chu nhat, ngay 13 thang Mwdi hai. T6i ti tir ngoi day, xudng
givong, di ra khoi nha.

T tién sanh Luc Anh Trang, con dudng nhé & san trudc huwdng vé phia
Bac. Sau do6 chay doc theo tda nha r6i ngoat mot goc 90 do, mot canh ctra
xuat hién trén bitc twdng phia bén phai. Pay la 16i vao phong 2-C. Trudc khi
cai tao Luc Anh Trang thanh nha tro, n6 duwoc coi 1a ctra sau.

Khi ma con t6i méi chuyén vé day, 6ng gia quan ly tirng dan t6i di xem
mot lwgt. T6i nhd, phia bén kia canh ctra la cau thang dan thang lén tang hai,
bén canh cau thang & tang mot cé dat mot cai gia, hinh nhw dé chan canh
ctta dan ra hanh lang.

Sau khi héi t6i dugc hai hém thi Tsujii Yukihito da nhanh chéng chuyén
do6 xong.

bi thém may budc sé nhin thdy mot cai ctra nita. Pay la 16i vao phong 1-
D cua 6ng Kizugawa.

Loi di bong hep lai, lwvgn qua xwdng vé tredc mat, roi tiép tuc trai dai veé
phia nha chinh. T6i li*tng thitng buéc trén doan dwong rai séi nam gitta bitc
twong cao mau trang va hang rao son tra da nd hoa.

Lat sau, khéng gian mé& rong ra, toi di dén dong do nat.

Mong vuot ma ltra trong vu hda hoan cach didy mét thang van con dé lai
nhitng vét tich song dong.

Can nha do nét, diéu tan. Bam ngéi roi xuong trong con héa hoan mang
mau den hodc xam, chat thanh déng trén mat dat, duwgc vay lai mét cach so
sai bang coc va day thirng. Mdt dat day manh thay tinh. Chang biét con bao
nhiéu cay cot sot lai sau dam chay. Buong ong nuwdc bo trén bite twong da do
sap. Cay trong veon chdy sém, than va la d6i mau vi ngon Ira.

Hién gig, t6i chwra ¢6 y dinh stta chita lai nha chinh nén van dé y nguyén.
MGi stta qua loa cho giao nhau giita hanh lang noi c¢6 canh clta dan vao
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xwdng vé va hanh lang thong sang Luc Anh Trang ma thoi.

Tuy nhién ciing chang thé bé mdc thé nay mai duoc.

Hinh nhw hang xém c6 sang gap vg chéng bac quan ly Mizujiri ca than
rang 1 tré chay vao dong d6 nat choi sé nguy hiém, chu nha nén nghi
cach... Do vay, danh phdi dong canh ctta sat bén nay, con phai trong thém
xich dé khong ai ra vao dugc.

Toi vira dwa mat nhin khung cdnh &m dam & khoanh san phia bén kia
dong do nat vira cham cham buéc tiép. Con duong xuyén qua nhitng hang
cdy, dan dén 16i di lat da tir cong vao tién sanh.

To6i thiy chiéc xe dap nam trong déng do nat, khung xe, cang xe bep rum
cong queo, yén xe chdy rui chi con tro mdy cai 10 xo. T6i thd dai thuwon
thuot, trong dau hién ra hinh anh thi thé ma bj Itva thiéu den.

bi dén gan canh cong duwogc budc xich, toi bat gidc nhin vao hom thw, bén
trong trong khong. Hién gid, thuw giri cho téi déu dwa sang bén Luc Anh
Trang.

bung luc nay...

T6i tinh cd nhin xuéng va thoang thady mot vat gi do trén mat dat.

Gi thé?

Trén dam cé kho vang canh tru cong mau xam cé mét thi? trang trang.

La... bttc thu?

To6i cui xudng nhat 1én, ding nhuv téi doan, dé la chiéc phong bi mau trang
nhung da 1am lem. N6 bi roi tr hom thu xuéng chang? Ro6i c thé nam trong
dam cé ma ca t6i va ma déu khong phat hién ra.

Phong bi dé nguwdi nhan la: Cdu Hiryu Soichi.

Thw gwti cho t6i, ghi dia chi cli cta t6i & thanh pho Shizuoka, r6i dung bt
bi do gach bé, viét lai dia chi hién nay. Cé vé thw nay dugc chuyén tir brru
dién Shizuoka dén day.

N6 da hing chiu da gié mwa bui bam trong dam cé trén mat dat, chiv &
mat tredc nhoe nhoet.

Khi 13t mat sau phong bi mau trang dé nhin ho tén nguoi gii, t6i hoi ngac
nhién vi thdy dong chit: Shimada Kiyoshi, s6 nha 5... thanh phé O tinh Oita.
Tén duwong qua nhoe nén khong doc duogc.
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Anh Shimada...

MGt cai tén day hoai niém.

Ra vién. Chuyén nha. Gap lai Kakeba Hisashige. Ma Sawako mat. T6i
vuéng vao vo so chuyén nén gan nhuw da quén mat cai tén nay.

T6i 1ap ti'c mé phong bi. May sao, bitc thir bén trong van nguyén ven.

GUi cdu Hiryu Soichi,

(Luvoc bo mot doan)

Cdch day mdy hom, t6i nhdn dugc thu cta bdc gdi, cho biét cdu da binh
phuc va ra vién. That mung vi khong con gi dang ngai nira.
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Lic sam t6i, téi dén quan Lai Mong.

Gi6 lanh vu vu thoi, cdy canh run ray, la rung day duwong. Bau trgi van am
u lanh gia, tréng nhw sap co6 tuyét roi. Trai véi canh sac u &m nay, phd
phwong van hét sitc ndo nhiét chuan bi chao dén Giang sinh. Khap noi day
nhitng cay thong dwogc trang hoang ryc rd, trung tdm mua sam tran ngap
mau sac cung giai diéu bai hat Jingle Bells.

Phu huynh dat tay con, cac ba me hodc hoc sinh di xe dap, nhitng cap tinh
nhan tré... Co Ié do t6i twdng twong thoi, nhwng moi nguwoi trén dwong déu
c6 veé lo lang, bat an. To6i dung c6 ao lén, thoc sau hai tay vao tui, vira nhin
xuong mat dwong vira cam cui budc di.

Pa mot thang khong dén, bén trong quan Lai Mdng van giit dugce sy tinh
lang nhw moi khi, tdch biét han v&i vé nhon nhip bén ngoai. Chi c6 mét
thanh nién mac 4o jacket da mau den dang ng6i bén ban ké sau trong géc.

“Hoan nghénh quy khach!” Gigng chu quan cling hét nhw trudce.

“MOot ca phé.” T6i néi roi ngdi xudng chiéc ban sat ctra so.

Cht quan la ngudi quen cii cua Kakeba, nén c6 1€ anh ta cling biét noi bat
hanh cta gia dinh t6i. Nhung ltic bung tach ca phé dén, anh ta khong nhac
cau nao, chi néi, “Pa lau khéng gap cau... Troi trd lanh r6i day...” Toi that
long cam kich.

Hiém thay dip nao quan lai mé& bai hat tiéng Nhat nhw hom nay. T6i nhap
ca phé dang ngat, lang 1€ ng6i, mat lim dim.

DPau 6c trong rong. Khdi cam réi nhung toi hiéu rat rd, sitc lyc minh da bi
rut can.

Van nhu xua, bién ngudi dong dao

Ai ai cling n@ nu cwoi twoi

Nhung tai sao

Tai sao thanh pho nay

Lic nao ciling c6 don nhu vay...
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T6i khong chu tam nghe nhung 16i bai hat ¢t vang vang lot vao tai. Giong
nit hoi khan. Hoa am nghe nhw nhac blues nhung giai diéu lai trong tréo ky
la.

Thanh ph6 ¢6 don? Ding, n6 van luon c6 don. Khong nhitng thé, doi khi,
no con vo cung dang so.

Y nghi nay bdng chay tran trong toi.

V0 s0 anh mat tir moi phia.

V6 s06 anh mat cua nhitng nguoi ngoai cudc dan chat vao to6i khong roi,
bét ¢ Iic nao, bat ct noi dau. T6i twdng twong ra da thit thai do dang sau,
ché nhao, khinh khinh, gwrom gwom doi dich.

Moi nguoi tran ra 16i di bg, nhitng hang xe chen chic tac nghén... Su
dong duc cda thanh pho ludn dan du t6i budc vao bong t6i vo tan. Chi chirng
d6 linh hon thoi cling da khién moi thit ngot ngat. Han noi day van cé chat
yéu thwong, nhung chac chan da phan chi la thu han. Tat ca dan xen chang
chit khé bé thdo g&, tat ca tu thanh mot ho nwde den kit. O d6, t6i chon viui
doi mat dé ngau ctia minh trong bat hanh.

“Chao anh Hiryu!” Bong c6 ngudi goi, toi bat giac md mat.

“Chao anh, anh con nh¢ em khong?”

“Co la...” Khi nhan ra c6 gai mac ao khoac mau luc sdm dang ding bén
ban, toi kinh ngac. “Em la... Michizawa thi phai?”

“Tri nh¢ anh rat tuyét! That khéo qua...” Michizawa Kisako nghiéng dau
nhin t6i, “Em ngo6i day dugc khong?”

“Pwong nhién la dvgc. Moi em!”

Kisako cdi do khoac, r6i ngo6i xuong ghé doi dién véi téi. Du troi lanh, co
van goi mot coc tra da.

“A, cam on em chuyén hdm trwgc...” Toi cing thdng, chat vat néi. “Vi
em da dén viéng ma t6i.”

“Vang. Mdi chi gap nhau mot lan nén em ciing thay hoi ngai...” Kisako
mac ao len mau xanh nhat, doi mat to tron nhin thang vao t6i. “Anh khong
sao chit? Anh hay manh mé Ién. Anh Kakeba rat lo cho anh day.”

“May hom trudc, cau dy cling goi dién cho t6i, ra dén phong nghién cttu
choi, bao ditng &m tham ngdi nha mai... A, em c6 thudng xuyén dén quan
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nay khong? Pa phai quay lai truong chuwa?”

“Hom nay la Chu nhat ma.” Kisako mim cuoi, “Truong em cling cho nghi
r6i.”

“Nghi dong a?”

“Pung ra t ngay 20 mdi chinh thitc dugc nghi.” Kisako tum tim, “Nhung
cac thay c6 déu lang lang cho nghi sém hon.”

“A, ra thé.”

“Cha nhat nao em ciing dén mot trung tdm gan chua Ngan Cac dé day
thém. HOm nay xong viéc, trén duong trd vé em mdi nhin thdy quan nay va
nhé ra anh Kakeba titng nhac dén. Ngau nhién th6i, nhung lai khéo tring
hop.”

“Cau ay van 6n chii?”

“Van thé. Anh c thit dén phong nghién ctitu ma xem, ba lan thi hai lan
ngu gat. Nhung anh dy ludn ty tin n6i minh la nha xa hoi hoc. Pam hoc tro
cta anh ay héa ra lai dé chiu! Thyc ra, gan day anh ay rat phan chan, néi
cuoi nam sé di du lich.”

“Du lich... di trugt tuyét gi do ha?”

“Lam gi c6.” Co cuwdi, “Anh khéng cam thdy anh dy khong thich hop véi
trirgt tuyét a? Chac anh ay sé dén vung c6 sudi nwdc néng.”

Khi Kisako cuwdi, ma bén phdi hién ra lim dong tién rat ro, trong that dang
yéu. T6i ngwong nghiu nhin ngam mai.

“Khu vye nay gan day hay xdy ra may chuyén dang sg.” Kisako dat ong
hit vao coc tra da vira duge dem ra, “Anh cé xem bén tin hdm qua khéng?
Lai them mot vu tré em bi sat hai & khu Sakyo.”

“Thé a?” T6i khéng doc bao, can phong dang & cling khong dat ti vi, nén
khong biét tin nay.

“Nghe noéi lan nay ho phat hién ra céi xac & khu rirtng Yoshidayama gan
treong bon em. Ptta bé ay cling bi bop ¢6 chét.”

“Van la do mot tén hung thu gay ra sao?”

“Cé vé nhu thé.”

Vé sau, t6i da tim dugc to bado hom thit Bady dé xem. Nan nhan la mot bé
trai hoc 16p Hai, tén 1a Horii Yoshihiko, mat tich tir sam t6i thi Hai, ngay

https://thuviensach.vn



mung 7. Nguyéen nhan t vong la ngat thd. Hung khi c6 dang sgi nén dugc
cho la bi that co.

“Néu em nhd khong nham, vu 4&n mang th hai xdy ra vao ha tuan thang
Chin. Canh sat nhan dinh d6 mdt vu giét ngwdi hang loat nén da giy chan
dong ghé gém. Vi thé, moi nguwdi déu rat canh giac, hung tha khong thé tiép
tuc ra tay. Canh sat ciing cho la nhu thé. Nao ngo...” Kisako phéng ma ra
chiéu phan no. Co noi tiép, “Anh Kakeba c6 vé ciing hitng tht véi cac mon
hoc vé hanh vi léch lac chuyén nghién cttu nhitng t6i pham nhuw vay. No6i
chuyén cling toan may bai phan tich. Nhwng em chang chiu noi. Anh Hiryu
nghi thé nao?”

“T6i nghi thé nao u?”

“Anh nghi thé nao vé tén hung thu? Em khong thé hiéu dau 6c ké do ra
sao ma di giét hai tré con vo0 t0i, dung la d6 tha vat, bénh hoan.”

“Qua la tan nhan.”

“Néu em la me nan nhan, em sé dich than bat han roi giét phang d6 khon
nan ay!”

T6i bong lién hé dén canh ngd bu6n tham ctia minh va cti dau im lang.

“Em xin 16i nhé...” Kisako nhan ra tam trang cta t6i, “Em da goi ra
nhitng diéu nang né.”

ROi 0 t€ nhi chuyén sang du thit chuyén khac. Dwong nhw c6 rat thong
cam vdi t6i nén méi cd gang khich 1€ nhw vay. Hai chiing t6i c n6i chuyén
mai, roi khong biét tir ltic nao, to6i bi cudn vao bau khong khi tran day sttc
song ma c6 dem lai.

Chung t6i néi vé cudc song trong truong dai hoc, vé qué hwong ctia minh
(Kisako, toi, va Kakeba déu la dong hwong Shizuoka), chuyén vé dam hoc
tro ¢ trung tam day thém, ban nhac dang phat trong quan ca phe.

T6i vui vé lang nghe, lim dim mat ngam nhin khudén mat twoi vui cua
Kisako, thinh thodng git gu dong y hodc hoi d6i cau. No6i u am triu nang
trong long dan tan bién.

Chinh t6i cling lay lam la va ngac nhién véi chinh minh, t6i von rat sg tro
chuyén cung cac co gai tré nhu Kisako kia ma?
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That kho tin, toi dang tan hudng cudc chuyén tro véi tam trang thanh than
ma gan day, dung hon la may nam nay t6i khong c6 dugc.

https://thuviensach.vn



37
Luc ra khoi quan Lai Mdng la 7 gio t6i. Toi va Kisako da tro chuyén
v&i nhau gan hai tiéng dong ho.

Troi rét budt, mat duwong cling am wét. Gid lanh thoi tir phia nii xa dem
theo nhitng vat thé mau trang, nhitng bong tuyét. Tuyét roi.

Kisako deo gang tay, hai ban tay nhé nhan dan vao nhau, c6 bong néi la
muon xem tranh cta toi.

“Khong van deé gi...” Téi ngap ngirng dap, “Nhung... nén dé lan sau, néu
co dip, dugc chi?”

“Sao phai thé?”

“Luic nay da mudn réi. Va em ciing vira n6i, gan day vung nay khéng an
toan cho lam.”

“Van con s6Gm ma!”

“Ky tic xa em & c6 han ché gio ra vao khong?”

“Cho em ¢ khong cam doan gi. Noi do6 cling gan nha anh, chi mat muoi
phtt di by 1a vé dén noi. Ching ta ¢t nén tién hanh théi.”

“Nhung dén nha mot nguwdi la nhw téi, em khong so gap nguy hiém a?”

“Sao c6 thé? Anh Hiryu, anh dau phéi nhan vat nguy hiém, ding khong?”

“Sao toi biét dugc?”

“Anh tuyét doi khong phdi hang nguwoi do! No6i chuyén véi anh mot Iic 1a
biét ngay. Trong thé nay thoi nhung em nhay bén lam day.” Kisako tu tin
dap, c6 con chia tay hitng mgt bong tuyét roi.

T6i nhin dang vé ngay tho trong sang ctia Kisako ma coi long khong thé
binh tinh n6i, ngap nging noéi, “Thoi, dé hom khac thi hon.”

To6i chang c6 ly do gi dé nhat dinh phai tir ch6i Kisako.

Chi 1a, n6i c6 phan khoa trwong nhung toi thue 1ong chwa chuan bi tinh
than m&i mot o gai tré dén nha minh choi.

“Thoi dugc! Nhung anh dirng néi hai 10i nhé...” Co that vong dap, “Hom
khac anh nhat dinh phdi cho em xem tranh day.”

Hai chiing t6i sanh vai buéc di, t6i nghe c6 ké vé ban than.
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Kisako tir nho da thich vé, co6 tirng dinh thi vao Pai hoc My thuat dé hoc
hoi hoa truyén thong Nhat Ban. Tuy nhién, c6 hoc cdc mén khac cling rat
xuat sac, nén moi nguwdi mai néi rang that phi pham, c6 c6 thé dé dang vao
nhiéu treong dai hoc danh tiéng hon.

Cha me cling khong tan thanh Kisako di hoc My thuat. Cha c6 la giam
doc diéu hanh ctia mot ngan hang dia phwong, 6ng rat ghét co ‘dam mé nghé
thuat’. Rot cudc, dudi ap luc cua ho, c6 da thay doi nguyén vong va thi vao
khoa Van Pai hoc K.

“Cho dén gio, em van héi han vi minh da qué yéu dudi.” Kisako than thé,
“Tuy nhién, em cting khong that ty tin, em khéng nghi minh c6 nang khiéu
veé hoi hoa.”

“Nang khiéu chi 1a 16i bao bién thoi.” Khong hiéu sao toi bat giac triét ly.
“Hay gidi nhitng thit minh thich, t6i cdm thay cau n6i nay chang bao gio sai.
Néu thire st ham hoi hoa, thi du lam nghé khac ta van vé dugc. Tranh ctia ta
dep hay xdu déu la phan dodn ctia nguwdi ngoai. Sy danh gia dé va ban chat
cta bic tranh la hai chuyén khac nhau. Cho nén, chi can ta c6 da niém tin
rang minh mudn lam diéu minh thich la da r6i.”

Du day la y nghi thwong xuyén cua t6i, nhung chinh t6i cling bat ngo vi
minh lai n6i dwgc ra miéng mot cach tron tru nhu vay.

“Anh Hiryu thi chac chan 1a c6 nang khiéu hoi hoa roi. Chinh anh Kakeba
nhan xét thé ma!”

“Cé nang khiéu hay khong, chi it cling phdi chd xem tranh cua t6i da
chi?”

“Khong, khong, em khong co6 y danh gia gi dau...”

Sau d6 cO6 ca nggi cha t6i, Hiryu Koyo. Chac ciling la do Kakeba
Hisashige nhac dén.

“Toi khong biét cha ra sao, chi? toi thi r6 rang chi 1a ké bo di.” T6i noi rat
that long. “V6 cong réi nghé, st dung tai san ctia 6ng dé thoa man ban than.
Ngudi ngoai nhin vao chi thay t6i la ga vo tich sy, ngan nay tu6i ma van doc
than, sudt ngay vat vo. Dén gio, t6i van chua ty tay kiém noi mot dong.”

“Kiém tién u? Do lai la chuyén khac.”

“Em noi thé 1a do ditng tr goc do tran trong nghé thuat thoi.”
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T6i nhan ra minh da qua gay gat, va chgt thay bt rit, giay vo.
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T6i hém do, sau khi chia tay Michizawa Kisako va quay lai phong, t6i
dem bitc thw tim thay bén dwdi hom thw ra doc lai lan nita.

bung nhv trong thw viét, 1an gan nhat t6i va anh gap nhau la vao mua thu
nam ngodi, cudi thang Chin hodc dau thang Mudi. Anh tit Kyushu dén tham
khi t6i dang nam vién.

Shimada Kiyoshi.

La ban thoi dai hoc, nhing anh ay hoc chuyén nganh To6n gido hay gi dé &
trwong khac chit khong phai ban cung treong DPai hoc My thuat M vai toi.
Chung toi quen nhau vi tinh cd ¢ canh phong trong mot nha tro. Shimada
Kiyoshi hoc trén t6i ba khoa, quan hé gitta hai ching t6i giong nhuw dan anh
va dan em hon la ban bé. Khi m&i quen, t6i cdm thdy anh ay la nguoi rat ky
la.

Shimada Kiyoshi khong mdy cham chi hoc hanh, nhung ciing khong hay
di choi lung tung. Anh luon cé dang diéu nhan nha, td mo hiéu ky, uéng
dugc rwgu, hay noi chuyén, kién thitc rong, hiéu sau vé tiéu thuyét trinh
tham, do thuat va cac hién twgng siéu nhién. Khi néi chuyeén, du bi lac sang
deé tai khac thi lat sau anh ay van c trd lai dugce linh viec ma minh wa thich.
biéu nay t6i cling da quen.

Lic méi ti€p xuc, toi thay thap thom e ngai nhwng chang bao lau, hai
chiing t6i da tré nén than thiét. T6i nghi, tir ‘tinh ban’ chwa du dién ta hét
béi t6i c6 cam giac Shimada Kiyoshi la ché dia tinh than cua toi.

No6i thang ra thi hoi hoc dai hoc, khi mé&i s6ng mot minh tai Tokyo, t6i
thay rat co don va khé sé. Khap thanh phé khong 16 1a v6 van anh mat xa la,
khién than kinh cta t6i cang nhv day dan. Khi dy, thé chat ti con té hon bay
gio, hay dau 6m va thwong ngi mé mét.

Ho6i db, chinh Shimada da gitp d& t6i nhw nguwdi nha, cham séc khi t6i
yéu mét. Giong nhi mot ngwdi anh trai vay.

Anh ay ttrng nghi hoc mot ndm va mat kha nhiéu thoi gian dé t6t nghiép.
Cho nén, khi t6i t6t nghiép r6i di khoi Tokyo thi Shimada Kiyoshi ciing tré
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vé qué huong & tinh Oita thuoc Kyushu. Ching t6i khong lién lac thuwong
xuyén nhung hang nam c6 viét thw qua lai. Anh dy cling titng dén Shizuoka
choi vai lan.

Mua thu nam ngodi, Shimada dén tham t6i sau chirng ba nam khéng gap
mat. Trong anh ay chang khéac gi ho6i con dang di hoc.

Shimada néi minh ty 1ai xe dén. Buwéc vao buong bénh nhan, mat deo cap
kinh rdm Rayban, than hinh dong déng cao, khuén mat hoi gay, ngam ngam
den y nhu t6i. Nhung khéac véi toi, doi mat sau ctia anh trong sang nhw thiéu
nien.

Thw viét ngay 30 thang Sau. Tic la bitc thw nay da ndm trén dam co6 bén
duwdi hom thv ching nita nam troi

Toi khong biét ring mé4 da bdo tin tdi xudt vién cho anh. A khéng, hinh
nhw sau khi ra vién va truéc khi ching t6i chuyén vé day &, ba cé nhac qua.
Khoéng hiéu sao t6i lai quén bao véi anh tinh hinh ctia minh va gwi dia chi
mai nita.

Van la cach viét caa Shimada, rat chan thanh, tinh cam. Chi hiém...

Dbung thé, chi hiém, c6 mdt ndi dung trong thw khién t6i bat dau suy nghi
linh tinh. Do la...

Cit nhu thé toi dugc Than Chét chiéu cé... A, khéng phdi. Toéi cho rdng
khong phdi Than Chét chiéu co t6i, ma chiéu c6 dén mdy toa ‘Qudn’, tdt cd
déu la tac phdm ctia cung mét vi kién truc su.

Vi kién tric sw do6 la Nakamura Seiji.

T6i nhé lai cudc tro chuyén hom 4y, khi anh Shimada dén buong bénh
tham tGi.

Ong kién tric s ky di dwge nhic dén & day 1a anh trai mot ngwdi ban ctia
Shimada.

Mua thu nam kia, 6ng ta chét trong can nha do chinh minh thiét ké va xay
dung trén hon dao nho cé tén Tsunojima thudc dia phan tinh Oita.

Ntra nam sau, trong Thap Giac Quan, mot kién tric ky quai cling xay trén
hon dao do, lai xdy ra mot vu giét nguwoi hang loat. Va rat ngau nhién,
Shimada cfing bi cu6n vao s kién nay.
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Tiép do6, Shimada hao hitng ké lai mot vu an khac trén chang dwong tw
Kyushu dén Shizuoka.

Do 1a an mang xay ra trong cong trinh kién tric ky la cling do Nakamura
Seiji thiét ké, c6 tén “Thuy Xa Quan’. Cht nhan cta cong trinh dy, Fujinuma
Kiichi, 1a con trai ctia hoa si danh tiéng Fujinuma Issei.

T6i bén noéi v6i Shimada rang, hoa si Fujinuma Issei qua c6 la ban than
cta Hiryu Koyo cha t6i, Shimada nghe vay thi khong giau dwoc vé ngac
nhién. R6i anh noi rat nghiém tic rang, anh cadm thdy mdy téa ‘Quan’ do
kién tric s Nakamura Seiji thiét ké va nhitng ai lién quan dén chiing (ké ca
anh) déu vuéng vao bat hanh.

Kién tric s Nakamura Seiji.

Gan day, toi c6 nghe dén cai tén nay. Khoang hai thang truwéc, khi ma nau
no6i lau moi moi nguwdi cung an toi.

'... Anh c6 nghe noi vé ong Nakamura Seiji khong?' Tsujii Yukihito dwa
ra cau hoi nay.

'Nhung néu Nhan Hinh Quén ciing la tdic phdm ctia 6ng ta thi anh cam
thdy c6 y nghia gi khong?'

'Noi nay... cling la do Nakamura Seiji xay dung uv?'

'Khong phaéi vay sao? T6i tirng nghi, cé 1€ noi nay lién quan dén ong ta.
Ong Hiryu Koyo cha anh vén rat than véi hoa si Fujinuma Issei, dwong
nhién ciing biét con trai ctia 6ng ta. Biét dau khi cdi tao lai khu nha, 6ng ay
da ny thac cho kién tric sw Nakamura Seiji thiét ké.'

May 10i tdn nham khi hoi men vao. BPuwong nhién chiing khién t6i nhé dén
cau noéi cua Shimada Kiyoshi h6i no.

Piing nhuv Tsujii noéi, t* moi liéen hé gitta Koyo cha t6i va Fujinuma
Kiichi, nguoi xay dung Thuy Xa Quan, dé dang suy ra rang cha toi ciing biét
kién triac s Nakamura Seiji. Cach day hai mwoi tdim nam, 6ng ndi Takenaga
mat, cha toi thira ké tai san, biét dau da giao cho kién tric s Nakamura Seiji
cai tao nha minh. C6 thé 1am chi!

Néu dung thé thi...

Thi s€ ra sao?
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Khu nha nay sé la mot trong nhitng toa ‘Quan’ ctia Nakamura Seiji, noi
dwgc Than Chét chiéu c6 giong nhw Shimada da no6i chang?

Pring vay roi!

Cha t0i treo co tai ddy. Ma Sawako chét vi hoa hoan. Va gio, cé ké giau
mat dang dinh am hai toi.

Phai! Diing thé!

Khu nha dwgc Than Chét chiéu c6. Khu nha moi goi nhitng diéu bat
hanh... Nhan Hinh Quan.

T6i nhin lai bitc the van cam trén tay. Nhitng dong chit bang myc xanh
viét cheo chéo & goc bén phdi. Khuén mat an twgng ctia anh bong hién ra
tredc mat.

Gia nhu luc nay anh dang ¢ bén toi...

To6i chan thanh cau mong nhu thé.
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Chiéu hom sau, thit Hai ngay 14 thang Mudi hai.

Toi quyét dinh lién lac v6i Shimada Kiyoshi.

Trong cdi rai van c6 cai may, phong chita d6 khong bi ltva lan dén. T6i mé&
ngan kéo l1dy cu6n so6 tay ghi dia chi va so6 dién thoai ctia ngudi quen. Tim
thay roi, tdi gom mot nam tién xu, chay ra dai sanh, nhét vao may dién thoai
mau hong.

Toi it khi chu dong goi dién cho ai, 1au nay van vay. Thoi dai hoc, ké ca
cac ban than, néu khong c6 viéc gi hé trong, t6i cting hiém khi lién lac.

Hom nay, lan dau tién t6i goi dién dén nha Shimada. T6i vira nhin k§ s6
dién thoai ghi trén so6 tay, vira 16ng ngéng quay so.

Ai sé nhdc may day? Néu la Shimada thi t6t. Néu la ngudi chua tirng gap
mat, nhw cha hoac anh chi em cua Shimada thi...

T6i c6 nén hoéi hop trong khi tiéng chudng doi may theo nhau vang lén.

“Xin chao! T6i la Shimada.” Pau day bén kia truyén dén mot giong nam
gidi khan khan ma t6i khong biét.

“Xin... Xin héi...” T6i chac chan giong ctia minh chi nhw tiéng mudi vo
ve, “Xin hai... Anh Kiyoshi c6 nha khong a?”

“Ha? Anh néi gi?”

“A... T6i tim anh Kiyoshi.”

“Kiyoshi a? Cau la ai?”

“Toi 1a Hiryu.”

“Cau Hiryu? Xin 16i nhé, Kiyoshi khong c6 nha.”

“Thé thi... Khi nao anh dy vé?”

“Co6 troi méi biét! May hom truéc n6 noi la sé di du lich, sau do6 lan mat
tam, ra khoi nha la di mat hit. Gan bén chuc tudi dau ma chang ro dau 6c né
nghi gi nita, su6t ngay vat va vat vudng.”

Chéc 1a cha ctia anh dy. Ong cén nhan bang chat giong khan khan nhung
rat vang.

“Xin 16i, cau co viéc gi can gap khong?”
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“Khong a... Théi vay!” Téi hoang mang tra 10i r6i dat mdy xuong.
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“Cubi budi chiéu mai em dén choi nha anh duge chit? PBang nao cling
tién dwong em veé nha ti trung tam day thém.”

Michizawa Kisako goi cho t0i vao t0i thit By, ngay 19. Chac Kakeba
Hisashige da cho Kisako s6 dién thoai cua toi.

“Lan tredc, anh noi 1a hom khac sé cho em xem tranh ctia anh, anh quén
r6i a?”

T6i boi roi tra 16i rang minh khéng quén. C6 than nhién noi, giong ct nhe
nhw khong, “Vay thi ngay mai anh cé dv dinh gi khong?”

Puong nhién t6i chang c6 du dinh gi, van lam l{ii ng6i nha giét thoi gian.
Vong giao thiép van loanh quanh & vg chong bac Mizujiri hodac may nguai
khach tro.

Do dv mot lic, thue ra cling khong can thiét phai do dv, rét cudc toi da
dong y vaGi Kisako. 6 gid t6i ngay 20 sé gap nhau & quan ca phé Lai Mong.
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T6i Chu nhat, t6i dwa Kisako vé Luc Anh Trang. Pung nhu t6i dy dodn,
Kisako phat hodng khi nhin thdy ma no canh bay & géc hanh lang.

“Thay sg ha?” T6i nhd minh tirng hoi cau nay mot lan khi Kakeba
Hisashige dén choi hoéi cu6i thang Muoi.

“Cac cho khac trong nha anh ciing c6 nhitng hinh nhan khéng mat nhuw thé
nay a?” Kisako héi, “Budi t6i cham tran ching, anh khong sg sao?”

“Thoat tién thi rat sg, nhung dan dan sé quen. Cac khach tro chwa ting
kéu ca gi.”

“Ra vay!” Co ngam nghia mot cach t0 mo, “Anh Kakeba cling cho rang
nhitng hinh nhan nay rat ky la, va con ban khoan tai sao chiing lai khong c6
mat, hodc thiéu mot bo phan nao dé. Tai sao lai thé, anh Hiryu?”

“T6i cling khong biét.”

Hai ching t6i di qua triéc mat c6 nang thiéu than trén. Pung lic nay, cau
nghién ctru sinh Kuratani Makoto tir phong 1-C budc ra.

“Xin... xin 16i! Chao anh chi.” Thay t6i di cing mot c6 gai tré, Kuratani
Makoto rat kinh ngac, ling ting ddo mat di noi khac, c@ nhw la ‘tr6t nhin
thay canh twgng khong nén nhin’.

“Chao cau!”

T6i dap lai, r6i hai ching t6i tiép tuc buwdc di. Pén cho ngodt ¢ cu6i hanh
lang, t6i md&i néi cho Kisako biét Kuratani dang la nghién citu sinh ¢ Dai
hoc K.

“Em cling vita nghi anh 4y c6 vé la mot nghién cttu sinh.” Kisako tim tim
cwoi, ma phai hién ra lim dong tién rat rd. “Phan 1én cdc nghién citu sinh
nam treong em déu khién nguwdi ta c6 cam giac nay.”

Toi gat dau, khong hoi cam gidc nay la cam giac gi.

Canh ctta thong sang nha chinh van dang khéa. Dém xay ra vu chay, t6i
da chay ao ra ngoai khi cam thay c6 chuyén bat thwong. Chia khoa ctra nay
va clta xwdng vé nhét trong tii 4o ngu nén van con nguyeén.
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Hai ching t6i budc sang hanh lang nha chinh r6i di vé phia xuwdng ve.
Nhitng cho bi chdy sap xudng da dwoc bit lai bang go ép va ton dé tranh gi6
mua hat vao. Tinh trang trong rat thé tham.

“Pay la xuwdng vé cua toi.” Toi vira noi vira chi vao canh ctra.

Kisako thinh thoang lai li€c nhin hinh nhan khong dau dat cuo6i hanh lang,
may sao né khong bi bén Itva, c6 ngac nhién, gat dau.

Khong ké ma thi day la lan dau tién c6 mot phu nit budc vao xwdng vé
cua toi.

Can phong réng, hoi am u. Mui mau dau va bui bam nhw xoc vao miii.
Trudc khi don tiép Kisako, t6i da thu don so so nhung van rat bira bon.

“Lanh that! Dé t6i bat 10 swdi.” Vi tam trang hoi hop ctia mot thiéu nién
lan dau tién moi ban gai dén choi nha, t6i nhanh chong cham 10 swdi r6i moi
Kisako ng6i xuéng ghé.

“Em muo6n uong gi khong?”

“Khong can dau! Anh dirng ban tam.”

Hai tay di gang dan vao nhau, Kisako buwéc dén giita can phong roi to mo
ng6 nhin khap lwot.

“Tranh vé hoi trwéc, khi chuyén vé day & toi da bo di hodc cat vao phong
chita d6. Nén cho nay déu la tranh m@i vé nira nam tré lai day.” To6i giai
thich khi Kisako dang ngam nghia.

Céac btre tranh 16n nho du kich cd treo rdi rac trén twong. Lieu Kisako sé
nhin nhan thé nao vé nhitng phong canh ky la d6? Ban than t6i thi cho rang
chuing rat ky quai.

Chac chuyén nay chang may quan trong nhi?

Gan chuc nam qua, t6i chua tirng dé ai xem tranh ctia minh, tham chi
chwa tirng nghi tGi viéc ay.

Nén ndi thé nay, tdic pham cutia toi thé hién thé gidi nodi tdm cua t6i. Cho
nén, du ngwoi khac xem xong roi nhin nhan vé ching ra sao, vdi toi cling la
vO nghia.

Kisako khong phat biéu gi, c6 chi im lang ding hodc xa hodc gan, tr moi
goc d6 dé ngam mdy birc tranh. Lat sau, c6 khé ‘'m’ mdt tiéng réi quay vé
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phia toi, hién dang ding trwdc 10 swdi, than trong hoi, “Tranh ctia anh c6 dat
ten khong?”

“Cé vai bic dat tén,” t6i dap.

“Nhitng btrc tranh ¢ day thi sao?”

“Tranh & day... D€ t6i xem nao! Chi c6 bitc tranh kho 16n dung canh gia
sach co tén thoi.”

“La gi vay a?”

“Con trung thoi gian.” Toi nhiu may dap.

Bau troi mau xanh luc, mat dat mau tim than. Nhitng than cay nau doé moc
thanh ritng. Chinh giita bitc tranh, mot cai dau nam gidi nam lan 16c trén mat
dat. Trén khuén mat vang vot kho quat la hai hoc mat trong rong, den Kit,
mot cai mii bi dap gdy cung khuon miéng khong cé rang. Phan dau huéng
vé phia treéc bi pha nham nhd, & bén trong nhin thay hinh hai mot thai nhi
mau trang xanh. T cho no, tung bay sdu mau do Iic nhidc tran ra mat dat.

Kisako hoi cau may hoi, “Cén trung thoi gian, nghia la gi?”

“T6i khong thé giai thich, em nghi thé nao cling dwgc.” Toi vira rit diéu
thudc ra vira tra 10i.

“Thé a? Nhung, ding la em thay bat ngo.”

“Nghia la sa0?”

“Em von twdng twgng, anh sé thé hién gam mau nhat, nhe nhang, anh sé
khong dung mau nguyén ban, chi dung nhitng sac tinh té thoi.”

“Néi nhw em tirc 1a t6i dung mau hoi dam, hoi gat.”

To6i binh than dap nhuw thé chang phdi chuyén ctia minh, “Em khong thich
16i vé nay sao?”

“Cling khong phai khong thich, nhung... em nén néi thé nao nhi... c6
nhiéu bitc tranh trong thye ky la. Anh rét thich Dali* phai khong?”

“N6 dau cé giéng Dali.”

“Thé a? Em khong sanh hdi hoa nhwng cac tac pham nay déu vé theo tri
twdng twgng, dung khong?”

“Tam cho la thé di. Bwong nhién, rat 1au vé trudce téi cling ting vé nhiéu
tranh phong canh, chan dung va tinh vat. Thay vi n6i do6 la twdng twgng thi
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né gan giong vdi phong canh trong ndi tam hon. T6i cling chang dinh gan
cho nhitng bttc tranh ctia minh y nghia gi dac biét ca.”

Nhitng birc tranh ky quai. C6 1é chinh xac la nhw vay.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng bi dinh toa thap bang da do xuong dam thiing 16ng
nguc.

Mot con thi madt ngudi bi troi trén gia chit thap bang thuy tinh.

Kep gitta nhitng toa nha choc troi, mot nguwoi phu nit ding trong nhya
dwong ngap dén that lung.

M0t con cho to dang ngoam mot dita tré so sinh.

Mot 6ng gia bi sgi thirng tir trén troi roi xuong trong vao co.

Kisako cham chii ngam tirng bitc tranh. Cudi cung...

“Pay 1a...” Anh mit c6 ditng lai & btc tranh s6 15 dang dit trén gia vé,
“Tranh nay anh dang vé dg a?”

“Pung vay.”

“... C6 phai dang vé... Néu em néi nham, anh bé qua cho nhé... la nhitng
ky tc xa xwa ma anh tirng ké véi anh Kakeba phai khong?”

“Pung thé! Em biét kha ro day!”

“Vang. Em cling biét chut it...”

Dbay la bitc tranh toi qua t6i chgt nghi dén va bat dau ve.

Nhitng khom hoa bi ngan dé ryc. Gié thu. Bau troi do nhuw mau. Hai vét
mau den. Tiéng dong am am dang doi vé. Béng cua doan tau giong nhw mot
con ran lén, giong nhu cai chét. Dong nwdc chdy. Thang bé con. Tiéng goi
me.

Toi c6 gang thé hién vai hinh dnh d&t doan dang xao dong trong long
minh.

No6i vay nhung bitc tranh van chi la nhitng duong nét bang than chi chwa
thanh hinh, tham chi, b6 cuc chwa rd rang. Du t6i c6 thé doan né lién quan
dén vu tai nan tau hoa ctia me Miwako téi cach day hai mwoi tdm nam,
nhung that tinh, gio toi cling chwa biét minh nén vé mot tdc pham nhw thé
nao va tiép tuc ra sao.

Kisako chi nhin nhitng nét phac hoa so sai da nhan ra ching lién quan dén
ky ttc cta t6i, du thdy co rat c6 nang luwc quan sat.
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Keé ttr do, t6i da nhiéu lan c¢6 nhé lai, nhung van khong thé nhé thém diéu
gi. Mién ky tc qua xa x6i, hét nhw nhitng manh nhé trong trdo ghép hinh.
Nén toi danh lam vay, nhé dén dau thi vé dén dé.”

To6i tam sy v6i Kisako, va bong muén ké ra moi chuyén. Khong hiéu tai
sao toi lai ndy ra y nghi nay, nhung dung la t6i rat muon lam thé.

Nhitng suy nghi ctia t6i vé vu hda hoan cach day mot thang cung cai chét
ctia ma Sawako. Bitc thw thit hai do ké gidu madt gti dén. Chuyén vé kién
tric sw Nakamura Seiji ma anh Shimada tirng ké cing moi quan hé gitta 6ng
ta va Nhan Hinh Quan nay...

Nhitng diéu t6i néi véi Kakeba khi dén phong nghién citu cia cau ay vao
thang trudc, chac Kisako cling nghe thay it nhiéu. Hodc c6 1é sau d6 Kakeba
da cho c6 ay biét thém mot sé thong tin.

Gio nghe cau chuyén cuta toi, co dy sé phan tng ra sao? T6i cling khong
cd suy nghi squ xa lam gi.

Chac c6 ay sé bao t6i nén bao canh sat. Nhwng dén gio, t6i van chwa dinh
lam vay.

Hay dé su viéc dién ra ty nhién.

DPay la y nghi rat that cua t6i.

Ct nghe theo 6ng troi sap dat. Tuy nhién...

T6i khong hé ban tam mai kia sé c6 tai hoa gi giang xuong. Chi la...

Ky ¢ can rit. Nhitng canh sac da qua xa xoi.

Nguoi viét the khang khang giuc t6i ‘Hay nhd lai di!” Nhitng ‘t6i 16i” va
‘hanh vi xau xa’ cta toi...

T6i mudn nhanh chéng két thic viéc nay, dau bi hdn giét, t6i cling khong
ban tam.
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Twr cudi nam cili sang nam méi, cudc song cua t6i cé chit thay doi.

To6i khong su6t ngay giam minh trong nha nita, sim t6i van dén quan Lai
Mong, so lan di bach bd ciling nhiéu hon. T6i mua ti vi méi va mot dau
video dat trong phong khach phia Bac ctia phong 2-B. Moéi khi thay tam
trang nhe nhom, t6i lai ra ngoai, dén hiéu cho thué bang video.

Sau bic thw thi¢ hai, ké nac danh khong cé thém dong tinh gi. C6 thé coi
day la ‘thoi ky im dng’ tam thoi.

T6i cam thay, ké nham vao minh dang an nap & dau doé, nin thd cho thoi
CO.

Suy nghi ctia t6i vé han cling khéng con nhw triwdc nita. Tam trang ‘chang
thanh van dé’ va ‘nghe theo 0ng trgi sap dat’ cé phan lung lay, cam giac sg
hai lai bat dau troi day, ngay cang ro rét hon.

Tai sao lai thé?

Co 1€ vi cudc séng cua toi da xuat hién mot sgi xich mdi gan két t6i véi
thé gidi nay.

Michizawa Kisako.

Pung 1a c6 ay.

T6i khong thé khong thira nhan Kisako da hap dan toi.

Nhung t6i khong cho rang day la tinh yéu nhw nguoi ta thwong ndi. Thye
ra, t0i bi hap dan bédi sitc song manh mé thé hién trong moi ct chi cta
Kisako.

Khi tiép xic véi co, t6i cam thdy anh sang chiéu roi tdn sau tham long
minh. Tirng t€ bao cda trdi tim muc nat, gan nhuw da t bé sy song ma don
nhan cai chét cta toi lan lwgt dugce hoi sinh. Chinh la cam giac do.

Sau budi t6i tham quan xuwdng vé, Kisako da mdy lan goi dién cho t6i.

Dbiéu ky la la c6 khong hé nhac dén bitc thw hodc cai chét cia ma, co chi
néi cdm twdng vé tranh vé hodc chuyén phiém linh tinh. C6 con dé nghi t6i
cho xem nhitng bitc tranh cii cat trong phong chita do.
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Cudi nam, ngay 27 thang Mudi hai, t6i va Kisako dén Béao tang My thuat
Okazaki. Co6 ay cha dong ru t6i, néi la c6 nguwdi ban cho hai vé.

Thoat dau, t6i khong sao hiéu noi. Kisako c6 muc dich gi khi tiép xic véi
toi, mot ga gia hon c6 ca chuc tu6i? Nhung t6i cho rang, du la gi thi cling
chang sao.

Gap g0 chuyén tro, nhin thdy nu cuwdi ctia Kisako, véi t6i thé 1a rat vui roi.
T6i khong dam nghi minh va c6 sé ndy sinh tinh cdm, nhu thé sé lam héng
moi quan hé hién c6 gifta chiing t6i.

Ctt thé...

Cang tiép xuc v6i Kisako, t6i lai cang 6m noi sg ban nang véi thit sat khi
c6 thé tan cong toi bat ci lic nao.

Tuy vay, t6i van khong dinh bao canh sat. T6i xoa diu noéi sg hai trong
long bang nhitng bién phap tu vé nhu khoa chat ctra phong, han ché t6i da di
ra ngoai vao lic t6i mudn...

Dip Tét, Kisako vé qué. C6 vé trong thang Giéng, bén khoa c6 hau nhw
khong c6 tiét, nén c6 tranh tht vé qué nghi ngoi, dgi hét dot tuyén sinh dai
hoc thi md&i quay lai.

Ngay nao t6i cling danh vai gio trong xwdng vé, mai miét khac hoa 1én
tranh nhitng noi dau an sau trong ky .

Toi gang nam bat nhitng phong céanh rat xa xam thinh thoang dén va di
cung cam giac té dai. Nhung t6i cling hiéu rang, ¢t cd ép ban than thi sé
phan tac dung, vi vay, giong nhu da tirng néi vGi Kisako, tdi dé ngoi but vé
ra nhitng thit nga say trong sau tham tam tri.

Vao dip dau nam, to6i da sap hoan thanh bitc tranh.

bé la...

Puong sat mau den la mét dwong cong 16n, cang vé cang mé rong, chay
tir xa dén trwdc mat. Bau troi thu trong xanh khong mét gogn may. Trén bai
c6 hai bén la hoa bi ngan dé tham né r¢ dang dung dua theo gié.

Mot cau bé dang ng6i xdm bén dwong sat, mac so mi trang, quan coc mau
luc, mai téc hidi cua. N6 dang cti dau nén khong nhin thay mat. Phia xa, gan
nhw thoat khoi khung canh nay, béng den cia mot doan tau 10 m& an hién,
doan tau dang lao nhanh.
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Tiép do sé xay ra chuyén gi, t6i biét rat ro.

‘Giong nhu xac con ran khong 10°... Poan tau den si trat banh roi do
nghiéng.

“Me 0i... Me dau r6i?”... Tiéng thang bé (la td6i chang?) tham thiét goi
me.

bung r6i, canh t6i vé la vu tai nan tau hoa xdy ra cach day hai mwoi tam
nam.

Me Miwako cua t6i mat trong tai nan d6. Ngoai ra, con c6 rat nhiéu nguoi
chét va bi thwong.

Néu day la diéu han ta ép t6i nhd lai, liéu cé phai con ma no canh dau tién
trong xuwong vé ‘bi giét’ vao hoi cudi thang Chin am chi cai chét cia me dé
toi khong? Ma no canh th¢ hai am chi nhitng ngwoi t nan khac... lieu co
phai thé khong?

T6i cam thay cac sy kién khac cling c6 thé gidi thich twong tu.

Manh thuy tinh trong hom thw am chi cita kinh toa xe bi v&.

Xe dap héng phanh khién t6i nga am chi doan tau bi lat.

Xac con méo hoang thi sao? Con meo bi bep dau... meéo bep dau... Nén
néi thé nao nhi? Co6 phdi la trang thai chét cia me Miwako khong? Pung
vay, t6i da nhd ra. Do chan dong khi tau lat, me t6i nga khoi ghé, dau bi dap
manh ro6i chét. Cé ai do titng ké nhu vay.

Nhung...

To6i van khong hiéu tai sao nhitng chuyén nay lai bién thanh t6i 16i cta
t0i?

Tai sao?

T6i lai nhin bitc tranh dat trén gia ve.

Tai sao bifc tranh nay...

Thang bé ngoi bén duwong ray la toi sao? Néu la t6i, thi to6i dang & do lam
(hodc da lam) cai gi?

Khong chi c6 vay.

To6i luén cam thay van con vai manh ky tc xa xam chwa dwgc vé 1én birc
tranh nay.

Vi dy, bau troi dé nhw mau.
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Bau troi trong bitc tranh nay khong phdi mau mau. Khi té sac do cho bau
troi, khong hiéu sao t6i lai c6 cam giac khong 6n.

Lai con ‘hai vét mau den’ va ‘dong nuwdc’ niva.

T6i cam thay hai vét den kéo dai ay khong phai la duwong ray. Trong birc
tranh nay, toi cling khong vé dong nuwdc nao ca.

Toi cling da noi vai Kisako.

... nhitng manh ky c hinh dang khéac nhau 16n x6n bat quy tac nhw cac
manh roi cua tro choi ghép tranh.

Nhiéu manh véi nhiéu hinh dang khac nhau.

Anh...!

Hinh dang khac nhau...

T6i titng muodn tht ban bac véi Kakeba. Gan day, tuy khong lién lac
nhwng c6 1€ cau ta van biét tinh hinh cta t6i thong qua Kisako.

Do da gan nhu tuyét vong, t6i quyét dinh im lang. Vi du c6 ban bac véi
Kakeba thi chac ciing chang dau vao dau. Toi cam thay khong du tin twéng
cau ta.

T6i khong lam vay bai tdm trang gan nhw tuyét vong ctia minh. Du ban
bac v6i cau ay thi cling chang dem lai két qua gi. T6i cAm thay khong da tin
twéng cau ay.

Shimada...

Khuon mat nguwdi ban héi hoc dai hoc dan hién 1én...

T6i nghi, néu la anh dy...

Néu la Shimada... biét ddu anh ay c6 thé citu toi thoat khoi tinh trang hién
nay.
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Th Tw, ngay mung 6 thang Gieng. Shimada Kiyoshi goi dién cho toi.

ROi quan Lai Mong vé dén nha, t6i vao xwdng vé va ding trudc birc tranh
sap hoan thanh. Pung lic dé, chudng dién thoai reo.

“Hiryu day a?”

Khi nghe thdy giong noi than thiét tir dién thoai, t6i da rat bat ngd. May
hom nay t6i van tw nha sé lién lac lai v&i anh. Cudc goi nay nhw thé dap ng
10i khan cau cua t6i vay.

“Cha! Pa qua lau khong lién lac v6i nhau. T6i la Shimada, Shimada
Kiyoshi day. Cau van khoée chit? Nghe 6ng gia nha t6i néi nam ngoai cau goi
dién cho t6i, ding khong? Xin 16i nhé! Ciing vi da rat 1au t6i khong vé nha.”
Anh néi lién tuc, gan nhw doc thoai vdi giong tram tram, chac nich, rat dac
treng. “Hiém khi cdu goi cho t6i, chac la co viéc gi a?”

“Shimada...” Giong t6i buon rau, “La thé nay anh a, ma da mat.”

“Ma? Di cau ay ha? Chuyén gi xdy ra vay?”

“Ma mat héi thang Mwdi m6t nam ngoai, trong mot vu hoa hoan.”

T6i ké mot mach cho anh a4y nghe moi chuyén va ca suy nghi cua t6i hién
gio.

“Hirm.” Nghe xong, Shimada rau ri néi, “That kho6 khan véi cau. Toi thuc
ay ndy vi dén tan bay gio mdi lién lac.”

“Shimada, anh nghi sao?” Giong t6i khan nai. “Ai la ké mu6n hai t6i? Tai
sao han lai nham vao t6i?”

“Dbiéu nay... Hién gio, t6i chang thé tra 16i ngay. Tuy nhién... t6i c6 thé
diém ra vai diéu ma t6i nghi dén.”

“Pugc!”

“Van dé quan trong nhat 1a danh tinh hung thu. Nhueng tinh hinh nhw cau
vira néi thi rat kho suy doan, vi chwa 6 yéu t6 mang tinh quyét dinh dé suy
doan. Tuy nhién, cling nhuw suy nghi ban dau cua cau, t6i cho rang cac khach
tro & Luc Anh Trang déu rat dang nghi. Ho dé& dang dot nhap nha chinh va
xuwdng vé, du cira da khoa. Ké ca viéc lay chia khéa dy phong thi so véi
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ngwoi ngoai, ho cling ¢6 nhiéu co hoi hon. Tinh ca vg chéng nguwdi quan ly
thi c6 ndm nguoi séng & Luc Anh Trang. Néu xét tir kha nang 14y chia khéa
dy phong, vo chong ngudi quan ly 1a dang nghi nhat. Cau nghi sao?”

“Thoat dau t6i cling ngd ngg vo chong bac Mizujiri, nhwng ¢t xem tac
phong thai do ctia ho... nhat la tir khi ma mat, t6i hoan toan khong thé nghi
ngo ho nira.”

“Y ciu la sao?”

“Ho rat t6t vdi toi, nhat la bac gai Kine, cham séc tan tinh moi bé sinh
hoat cuaa t6i.”

“Tém lai vé mat tinh cdm, ho khéng c6 vé la hung tha.”

“Pung thé. Hudng chi 6ng chong Dokichi thi gia yéu.”

“U! Chiing ta tam gat ho sang mdt bén. Con ba ngudi kia c6 diéu gi dang
ngo khong?”

“Tsujii Yukihito la anh chang rat kho hiéu, cach an noéi cling nhw thai do
ctia cau ta khién t6i khé chiu. Nguogc lai, Kuratani Makoto tuy hoi ky cuc
mot chit nhung van la nguwoi thang than dang hoang. Con vé Kizugawa
Shinjo... C6 mot hom t6i bong nghi thé nay...”

T6i ké v6i Shimada vé moi nghi ngo khi chitng kién canh ma moi ong ta
sang mat xa.

“Ké cling phai. Mot ngwoi mu thi dang la rat kho dé pham tdi lién tuc,
nhung néu 6ng ta gia vo mu thi khong thé loai khoi dién tinh nghi.”

“Cling khong thé chac chan dwgc. Dau sao, d6 chi la cam giac cta t6i
thoi.”

“Thé thi phai tim cadch x4c minh.” Shimada dit khoat dap, “Phai diéu tra
xem Kizugawa c6 bi mu that khong?”

“Néi thi nhw vay... nhung bang cach nao?”

“Chi can m6t chit meo vat thoi. Ci¥ lam may tro dua & civa phong Ong ta.
Vi duy, dung dinh ghim gan mot to phac hoa mat nguwdi 1én canh civa. Thyc
hién vao buoi sang, hom sau dén kiém tra tinh trang cua tQ gidy.”

“A...”

Néu Kizugawa mu that thi to gidy van bi ghim & d6 néu ong ta gia vo mu
thi to gidy nguéch ngoac gan trén ctra phong sé bi g& xudng ngay.
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“Néu mat van tot, ong ta sé nghi ngd c6 ké muon thtt minh. Nhung trwdc
khi nghi ra thi phan tng dau tién cta 6ng ta la 10t t& gidy xuong, day la tam
ly ctia mot nguwdi binh thwong. Du 6ng ta c6 ghim 1én thi chac chan van dé
lai ddu vét trén ctra hodc trén to gidy.”

“Pung thé.”

“Ngay mai hodc t6i nay néu lam dwoc thi cdu hdy thr luén xem!”

“Pugc! Toi sé lam.”

“Con vé cau nha van lam diéu, thi t6i c6 cach nay...”

“Tsujii Yukihito a?”

“Puang! Van dé nam & ché moi quan hé gitta cau va cau ta. Hai nguoi la
anh em ho xa.”

“Thi sao?”

“La dong co! bong co!”

“Chua hiéu a?” Shimada c6 vé ngac nhién, “Cau va Tsujii la anh em ho,
cau ta la mot trong sO it nguwdi cé quan hé huyét thong vdi cau. Néu cau co
meénh hé gi thi gia tai ctia nha Hiryu sé xt ly ra sao?”

“biéu nay...”

“Du la ho hang xa nhing cdu ta van c6 quan hé huyét thong.”

“Y anh ndi 1a... Cau ta nhim vao tai san cta t6i?”

“Thyc ra, anh em ho v&i nhau thi khong c6 quyén thira ké, nhwng néu
Tsujii cho rang minh c6 du tw cach deé...”

“Vay thi, nhitng diéu viét trong thu déu nham che gidu dong co cia cau
ta?”

“Pé nguy trang. Dung vay. Bung la c6 kha nang nay. Tom lai, Tsujii la
nhan vat can phai lvu y. Con cau nghién citu sinh Kuratani thi hién gio chwa
c6 gi dang nghi. Nhung theo nhw cau ké vdi toi thi c6 vé cau ta mac chitng
Oedipus Complex* . Cau khong nhan ra cau ta c6 y do gi do vdi ma cau a?”

“Pé t0i nhd lai xem... Ci¢ nhw anh néi thi khéng phai khéng c6 cam giac
nay.”

“Tém lai vé hung thu, tredc mat chi cé thé néi nhw vay. Con chuyén ky
c cda cdu, t6i cho rang cau hay kién tri vé lai xem sao. Py la chuyén riéng
cta cau, t6i chang biét noi gi.”
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“Anh Shimada nghi thé nao vé ngoi nha nay? Trudc day, anh tirng ndi no6
c6 lién quan dén kién tric sw Nakamura Seiji.”

“U, phai...” Shimada ngdp ngitng mot 14t rdi niing né dap, “Pung 1a toi
tirng nghe 101 don rang Nakamura Seiji c6 lién quan dén viéc cdi tao toa nha
goi la ‘Nhan Hinh Quan’ ¢ Kyoto.”

“Thi ra ding la thé that.”

“Hién gio di cau quan tdm thi ciing chéng thé lam gi. Ong Nakamura
Seiji da qua doi. T6i cling hay nghi dén khai niém nhan duyén... nhung no
chang c6 can ct khoa hoc. T6i thay lo lo vé cac ma no canh dat trong nha
cau.”

“Cac hinh nhan dé v?”

“Van dé la tai sao cha cdu lai dé may hinh nhan khong hoan chinh trong
nha.”

“P6 la vi... Toi nghe noéi, vao nhitng nam cudi doi, than kinh cha toi
khong binh thwong.”

“Van deé than kinh ctia 6ng dy t6i khéng c6 y kién gi. Toi chi dé y dén dac
diém cuda cac hinh nhan va vi tri dat ching. Hinh nhu c6 y nghia dac biét nao
do. Nguoi ta thwong noi nguoi dién ciling co logic ciia nguoi dién.”

Logic cua nguoi dién?

T6i tham diém qua mot lwgt cac ma no canh cha t6i dé lai. Nhitng hinh
nhan khong c6 khuon mat va thiéu mét s6 bo phan ma theo nhw t6i suy doan
thi dwgc lam ra véi muc dich twéng niém Miwako, ngwdi me qua co cua toi.

“T6i sé goi lai cho cdu. Néu c6 chuyén gi ky la xay ra, cau ct lién lac vdi
toi, dugc ch, Hiryu?”

Noi xong cau nay, Shimada dap may. Bén tai t6i chi con lai sy tinh lang
co don.

bén dém, t6i lam theo hwdng dan ctia Shimada, chuan bi mot manh

gidy vé vai hinh linh tinh. T6i lang ldng xudng phong 6ng Kizugawa,
ghim no 1én canh ctra & vi tri ngang tam mat.

Phai lan theo 16i di nho & san tridc, vong ra sau nha méi t6i 16i vao phong

1-D ctia 6ng Kizugawa. Vi vay, t6i khong lo t0 gidy nay bi ai d6 ngoai
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Kizugawa nhin thdy r6i boc mat.

Ong ta da di 1am, dén t6i méi ve.

Sang mai, toi sé quay lai kiém tra. Néu t¢ gidy van nghiém chinh & cho cii
thi c6 thé tam cho rang Kizugawa vo t6i.

Lic quay vé, t6i nhin lén 6 ctta s6 phong 2-C ctia nha van Tsujii. Cau ta
dang & nha, hinh nhw van chwa di nga.

To6i trd vé phong 2-B, ndm vat ra giwvong, mot minh ngam nghi nhitng
diéu da trao doi véi Shimada trén dién thoai.

Hung thu la ai?

Nhitng ngwoi dang & trong ngoi nha nay déu rat dang nghi. Xét vé dong
co nhom ngo tai san cda toi thi can phai lvu y Tsujii Yukihito. D€ do tim ky
e, toi can kién nhan tiép tuc vé. Nhan Hinh Quén c6 kha nang lién quan
dén Nakamura Seiji. Dang dé tam nhat la nhitng hinh nhan cha toi dé lai.

Khi md&i chuyén vé day, toi da Iwu tdm dén ching. Dan dan, tdéi quen vdi
sy thiéu tw nhién va ky la ctia mdy hinh nhan, chi coi ching nhw nhitng di
vat dién khuing ma cha t6i dé lai sau khi ty sat trong tudi gia va c6 doc. Suy
doan vé y nghia ctia ching chi t6 vo ich.

Nhung...

Shimada cho rang ngudi dién ciling c6 logic riéng. RO rang theo anh ay, di
ngon ‘gilt nguyén vi tri cac hinh nhan’ cia cha nhat dinh phai mang y nghia
quan trong nao do.

To6i bat dau nghién ngam theo hwéng nay.

Pa qua 12 gio dém, 1é ra toi phdi di ngt r6i nhwng hém nay lai rat tinh
tao.

Nhitng hinh nhan dat trong nha.

To6i xudng giwong, di qua phong khach réi budc ra hanh lang.

T6i 1an theo hwdng bén phai, sau khi ré ¢ géc hanh lang téi om, phia truéc
mat 1a mot ma no canh thiéu chan trai. Cho co ta ditng chiéu thang xudng
tang dwdi la vi tri dat ma no canh thiéu than trén.

Dudi anh sao chiéu vao qua cta s6, t6i mo mang quan sat cai bong trang
troi noi gitta man dém roi bat chot nhan ra mét diéu. Do 1a...

Anh mét caa c6 ta!
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Puong nhién, mat c6 ta khong c6 mat miii gi nén khong thé cé anh mat
theo nghia den. Y t6i 1a hwéng c6 ta quay mat chéch vé phia cira s6.

Néu t6i nhé khong nham, ma no canh dat ¢ tang trét dudi chan c6 ta cling
ngoanh cung huwéng nay.

Chac khéng phai do dat cing mot vi tri ma c6 hwdéng quay mat giong
nhau chit? Dung y & day la gi?

Thé nay...

Thé nay, liéu day c6 phai y nghia dwoc giti gam vao cac hinh nhan dat
trong nha hay khong?

Nghi vay, t6i chgt thap thom khéng yén.

Quay tr@ vé phong, t6i ngbi luén xudng ghé, 14y cudn so tay phac hoa ra,
cam but, nhé lai cau tric tong thé cia ngo6i nha, ké ca nha chinh da bi chay
va b0 cuc cac can phong. Sau do vé lai mat bang ctia ngbi nha.

Tri nhG cda t6i khong tot, cling khong biét chinh xac cac kich thuéec,
nhuwng mat vai phtt loay hoay van c6 dwgc so dé6 mat bang. To6i lan lwot
khoanh tron dé danh dau vi tri cia sau hinh nhan.

Bén canh tién sanh nha chinh. Cudi hanh lang cho ctta xwdng vé. Hang
hién bén ngoai buong ngu ngay trudc cia ma. Géc ngoat hanh lang tredc
phong 1-B, v6i hai hinh nhan cung vi tri nay chi khac tang dwéi tang trén thi
t6i khoanh hai vong tron vao vi tri hinh nhan dat ngay tang duwdi. Mot c6 nita
dat & goc Pong Nam hanh lang chay vong quanh dai sanh.

Panh dau xong xudi, t6i ngo6i nhd lai hwdng nhin cuaa tirng hinh nhan.

Ping tir cta chinh, hinh nhan dit ¢ d6 c6 huwéng nhin chéch vé bén trai.
Hinh nhan & hién ngoai thi quay lwng vao phong, mat hoi chéch sang trai.

Co & 16i di dén xuwdng vé thi khong c6 dau nhung van la hwdéng vé phia
tredc.

Ngoai ra, nhw t6i vira néi, & cho ngoat hanh lang tang mét va tang hai,
cung mot vi tri, hai hinh nhan déu huwéng vé bén tradi. Hinh nhan dat & géc
hanh lang phia trén dai sanh thi ngwoc lai, hwéng vé bén phai.

T6i danh ddu cac hwéng nhin bang miii tén, r6i nhan ra rang sau miii tén
cung chia vé mot phia!
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Vi so do khong chinh xac nén cling khong dugc rd rang lam. Tuy nhién,
néu kéo dai ching thi sau duwong thang nay gan nhw gap nhau & chinh gitra
san trong.

Xong xudi, t6i lai budc ra hanh lang, di dén cho ngoat, ditng bén canh ma
no canh mat chan trai, doi mat theo hudng nhin cta co ta.

Bén ngoai ctra s6 la khoanh san vang vé dudi anh sao dém yéu 6t. Toi
nhin vao cho gdp nhau cia cac mdii tén kéo dai...

Va nhan ra.

D6 chinh la cdy anh dao noi cha toi treo co.
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Do cling da mudn nén toi quyét dinh ngay mai sé hanh dong, cu thé la
kiém tra xung quanh cay anh dao xem c6 diéu gi khac thuwong khong.

Tai sao anh mat sdu ma no canh déu tap trung vé phia cay anh dao do6?

Chac chan khong phai ngau nhién. Han cha t6i da c6 tinh lam nhw vay.

Ly do la gi?

Dé cac c6 trong coi noi minh ra di? Chi thé thoi sao? Khong, t6i khong
cho la vay. Chac chan phai c6 ngu y khac. Cac ma no canh nhin cay anh dao
hay nhin ca khodnh dat nay? Nhat dinh phdi cé an y dang sau.

Vé so do mat bang can nha, r6i danh dau vi tri cia ddm ma no canh, khién
toi lién twdng dén viéc san tim kho bau. T6i khong thé khong nghi rang cé gi
d6 dugc chon gidu xung quanh cay anh dao.

9 gio sang hom sau, ngay mung 7 thang Gieng.

Vira tinh giac, toi lién tGi xem ctra phong 6ng mu Kizugawa Shinjo.

Manh giay t6i qua ghim trén canh ctra van nguyén ven. T6i kiém tra that
k¥, khong hé c6 dau vét bi dung dén.

Kizugawa Shinjo khong phai nghi pham.

To6i lang 1€ thao ghim, g& manh gidy xudng, nhét vao tdi quan.

Xem ra t6i da qua da nghi, dén noi ngo rang ong ta khong bi mu.

T6i roi khoi ctra phong 1-D, budc vé phia san trong. Di qua ctta tién sanh
roi tit phia Nam Luc Anh Trang di vong vao.

Bau troi rat thoang dang, cling khong c6 gi6 ti trén nui thoi lai, nhung da
la gitta dong nén khong khi vo cung gia lanh. Nhitng tia nang nho lach qua
tan thwdng xuan moc ngoai san roi xuéng, khién nguwoi ta chgt lang quén
cam giac rét budt, nhung lai chim trong noi co don.

Cay anh dao xu xi, 14 da rung gan hét chi con tro lai v6 s6 canh ciing do,
cang khién ngudi ta phai chu y. T6i ditng bén goc anh dao, hai tay dut ti 4o,
quan sat mat dat xung quanh.
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La rung, cé khé chat dong, co dai dua nhau moc du dang gitta mua dong.
Tro than cua vu chay dé lai van con day.

Néu c6 thit gi d6 chon phia dwdi, chac sé khong chon qua gan goc cay, vi
e virdng phai bo ré.

T6i suc mili giay gat dam co6 kho, ctr thé di vong quanh goc cay.

Lat sau, t6i phat hién ra mot thit gi do6. Mat dat cach goc cady d6 mot mét
vé phia Bac khong giong nhitng cho khac.

Co dai ciing c6 vé thwra thét hon. Néu cha toi da chon thit gi d6 quanh day
thi 1a chuyén hon mdét nam vé trwdc. Dau hiéu do day ctia c6 chac chan
khong dang tin twdng nhung. ..

Tai thir ditng vao vi trf d6 rdi nhin vé phia Luc Anh Trang.

Duwdi hanh lang tang trét, nhin qua cac 6 ctta s6 son trang bi bong 16 cho,
toi tim hinh nhan do.

... Va thay ngay lap titc. Du bi ngwoc sang, khong thé nhin that rd, nhung
phia bén kia mé6t 0 ctta s, toi van nhan ra bong c6 ta dang ditng & goc ngoat
hanh lang am u, khuén mat hwéng thang vé phia toi.

Tiép do, to6i nhin hai hinh nhan ding & hanh lang tang hai, mat ciing
huwéng vé phia toi.

Qua nhién... la cho nay!

T6i tim mot vién ngdi trong dong do nat cua nha chinh, dat vao danh dau
Vi tri.

Néu bén dwdi chon gi do that... thi nd co thé 1a cai gi?

Ltc nay, t6i 10 mo cam thdy minh da c6 cau tra 1oi
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T6i ngobi trong phong minh, an xong bita com do vg bac Mizujiri chuan
bi. Sau do, t6i hoi mwgn cai xéng. Bac ngac nhién héi toi can xéng dé
lam gi, t6i bia ra rang minh bong n6i hitng mudn don dep san vuon...

Ro6i t6i hoi than nhién nhu khéng, “Hinh nhan dat ¢ cac vi tri d6 tir bao
gio vay a?”

“Hinh nhu twr gitta mua thu nam kia.” Bac Mizujiri Kine dap. Khoang hai
thang sau do thi cha toi ty sat.

“Hoi do, cha chau c6 lam gi & san nay khong, vi du trong cay hodc dao ho
chang han?”

“Piéu nay...” Bac Kine nghiéng dau nghi nggi, “Hinh nhw la c6... nhung
cO chuyén gi a?”

Twr chiéu, bau troi dang sang stia bong chuyén sang am u, gié thoi nga
nghiéng cay coi, la canh kéu rao rao. Bac Kine n6i, chiéu nay c6 thé c6 mwa
hodc tuyét roi.

T6i mudn sém hanh dong trwde khi thoi tiét chuyén xau, bén cam xéng ra
dao bai vi tri d@ danh dau. Nhung dat kha cing béi nhitng ngay qua déu
nang rao, va t6i lai khong quen lao dong chan tay, nén chwa day nam phuit,
canh tay va hong da méi nhw, lung va nach thdm wét mo héi con go ma va
tay cam xéng thi lanh tai té, dau nhitc.

Sau khoang hai muoi phut chat vat, téi dao sau dugc chirng ba muoi
phan.

May den day dac kéo dén rat nhanh, gié théi vu vu khién toi run ray.

Phdi dao sau bao nhiéu day? Ngay khi t6i bat dau thay hoi han va mudon
b6 cudc thi...

‘Cach’ mot tiéng, cai xéng cham vao mot vat cirng.

T6i cham chi nhin céi hd, nhung khong thay gi trong dam dat cé hon don
nay.

Thoc xéng xudng cho do, lai nghe tiéng ‘cach’.
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T6i ngbi xudbng tho tay bgi dat. Lat sau, tay toi dung phai mdt thit cung
cltng, bang phang.

Tim thay roi!

N6 & day.

Toi cam lai xéng, ti€p tuc cong viéc dén quén ca gia rét va mét moi.

Mot vat kha to.

Dai khodng mét rudi, rong chirng bon, nam muwoi phan, cao khoang ba
muoi phan.

Sau hon mét gio vat va, t6i da dao dugc né 1én.

Lic nay méi la cudi budi chiéu nhuwng trdi da am u t6i sam, chac la sap cé
mua hodc tuyét.

Vat dwgc dao 1én la mot cai hom go dai.

Véi hinh dang nay, khéi can néi nhiéu, rat dé lién twdng dén... mot co
quan tai.

Du chwa mé nap, to6i cling da hinh dung ra thit gi dat bén trong.

Nap hom dwoc dong dinh. T6i tré vao nha, mwon bac Kine cai kim nho
dinh.

“Sao thé cau chu?” Thay mat mii t6i lam lem, bac lo lang héi. “Cau...
dao dat a?”

“Chéau tim mot thit.” Lan nay, toi thang than noi.

Bac Kine nhin t6i bang 4nh mat kinh ngac, héi, “Tim mot th¢? La th
gi?”

“Ky vat cua cha chau.”

Dé lai bac Kine dang thac mac, t6i buéc ra san.

Phai mat hon mudi phit méi nhd hét dinh dong trén nap. Toi c6 tran tinh,
thd tw tir, dat tay 1én nap hom.

T6i doan khong nham, thit d6 hién ra tredc mat toi.

Mot pho tigng mau trang nam trong hom.

Pau, than trén, hai canh tay, than dwéi cé chan phdi, chan trai... tat ca cac
b6 phan déu day du. Trén khuon mat quay nghiéng nhw dang ngu cé mat,
miii, miéng. Con c0 ca toc nita.

Me...
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Cha t6i da hoan thanh pho twong ndy. Nguyén mau 1a me Miwako. Ong
da lam hoan chinh.

T6i quy xudng bén cai ho, dwa hai tay 6m hinh hai do 1én.

MGt giot nwdc lanh bong ré vao mat t6i, to6i ngang dau nhin. Bau trdi xam
xit bat dau mwa nang hat.
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Toi om pho twgng vao nha.

Mua cang lic cang to. Ct¢ nhw muén truy dudi toi.

T6i than trong mang pho twong di qua hanh lang, rdo budc vao xueng ve.

T6i chwa voi thay quan 4o ma dung khan bong lau chui bui bdm bam trén
pho tugng do da bao ngay thang nam trong quan tai, sau dé dat no 1én chiéc
ghé bap bénh c6 phan lwng ghé da gay. T6i kéo chiéc ghé co6 tay vin lai, ngoi
doi dién pho twong.

Me...

T6i cham chu nhin khuén mat dang ngtra 1én tran cda ba.

Mai téc den dai qua vai thd xudng tan lvng. Khudn madt trai xoan dugc
diéu khac, giong hét nhitng nét con lwu gilt trong ky c cua t6i.

T6i thay minh rat giong ba.

Lan dau gap vg chong bac Mizujiri, ho néi téi giong 6ng ndi Hiryu
Takenaga, nhung khi nhin thdy khuén mat pho twong do cha toi tai hién me
Miwako, t0i lai thdy minh giong me.

Me...

Cha t6i da hoan thanh pho twong nay. Ong da thanh cong trong viéc tai
hién than thai nguwoi vo di khuat, ro6i dat ba bén canh minh.

Tbi khong biét cha toi hoan thanh né khi ndo. nhung téi rat tin 1a vay. Ong
chi can mot pho twgng hoan my, thé la du roi.

Sau hinh nhan dat trong nha déu khong cé khuén mat, nhwng cé 1é khong
phai cha t6i c6 y lam nhu thé tir dau.

V6i muc tiéu phuc sinh me Miwako, ong da ché tao ra nhitng hinh nhan
d6. Phai chang khi méi dugc tao ra, ching déu c6 khuén mat, nhwng cha
khong wng y nén ci cat got dan, loai bé nhitng chi tiét khong dat.

Sau nhiéu lan may mo kham ph4, 6ng méi ché tac ra mot pho tugng hoan
hdo khong ty vét, chinh la pho twgng nay day.

T6i khong thé phan tich twdng tan dién bién tam ly da dan ong dén cai
chét, nhung néu coé thé dwa ra mot két luan cha quan. ..
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Thi 6ng khong don doc ra di. Ong da ra di cling ngudi vo Miwako dugc
phuc sinh.

Ong ty tay dit vo vao quan tai roi chdn gan goc anh ddo minh sé treo cd.
La ty ti¢ vi tinh. To6i chang con cach 1y giai nao khac.

Néu thé thi c6 phéi sdu hinh nhan khéng hoan chinh kia kia sam vai
nhitng ngwoi canh mo? Han cha t6i da ra 1énh cho ho tréng nom giac nga
clia ngwoi vo ma ong bi mat mai tang.

Co lé dé la thong diép cha t6i da co y dé lai.

Nhitng nguwdi phu nit thiéu dau, thiéu than trén, than dwdi, tay phai, tay
trai, chan trai... Nhitng nguwoi khong hoan chinh déu nhin vé phia nguwdi phu
nit duy nhat hoan chinh. Khiém khuyét ctia sdu hinh nhan ay ham chita ngu
y g1?

La thong diép danh cho mot nguwdi nao d6 chang? Danh cho t6i? Danh
cho dita con trai ma 6ng chrra mot lan quay dau nhin lai sao?

Néu dung vay thi vi ly do gi?

T6i ngoi bat dong, vira nghe nhitng tiéng mua roi trén mai xwdng vé vira
chdam chi nhin khu6én mat me Miwako. Bong nhién, tw day long t6i, lai...

... Nhitng bong hoa do tham...

... Lan gi6 thu mat rugi...

Nhitng hinh dnh xa x6i chdp chon an hién.

... Hai sgi mau den...

... Thang bé dang ngo6i xom...

NG... No6 chinh la toi.

... Hon da...

.. Hon da...
... N6 nam trong tay...
.. Hon da...

... Co doc...

Hon da?

Thang bé cam hon da?

... Uynh...

... Uynh uynh uynh...
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Thang bé dé... la t6i, tay cam hon da...

... Uynh... uynh uynh...

Tiéng doan tau chay dén.

... Trong nhw x4c con ran khong I6...

Boéng doan tau den si trat dwong ray do nghiéng...

.. Me oi!
... Me dau roi?
.. O dau?
... Me ai!
... Me 01!
.. Me...!

“Me 0i!” To6i 6m dau, goi am lén.

K€ cd vdi am thanh nhu thé, ké ca vGi sac mat trong gidy lat da tré nén tai
nhot cda t6i, me van hién hién ngay trwéc mat, khuén mat xinh dep khong
chit bién doi.

“Me oi! Me... A, do la gi vay?”

Vo6 s6 hinh dnh dang sg hién 1én trong dau, t6i rat muén phua dinh chiing!

“Chang lé... Chang 1€...”

T6i lac dau quay quay, anh mat roi khoi pho twgng dang ngoi trén ghé bap
bénh. Khuon mat nhgt nhat ctia ba chgt anh len nét thwong xot.

Ky ttc khi t6i mdi 1én sau, cach day hai muwoi tdim nam, ky rc van ngu yén
trong toi bay lau.

Sau hinh nhan cha t6i dé lai la nham danh thitc ky tc nay, c6 phai thé
khong?

Toi nhin lén gia vé.

Du khong thé thay ro mat thang bé ngoi bén canh dwong sat, nhung toi
biét n6 chinh la t6i. Chinh la t6i. T6i dang lam gi & d6? Tai sao lai thé?

... T0i chot hiéu ra.

Toi hiéu ro6i. T6i da hiéu ra roi... Vi vay, co6 ai d6 hdy cho t6i biét tw gio
toi phai lam gi.

Thi ra la thé!
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Mua thu hai mwoi tdm nam vé trwdc, t6i da hai me, khién ba phai chét.
Khong chi nhw vay, t6i con lam rat nhiéu ngwoi khac bé mang.

T6i tuyét vong nham mat lai. Pung lic nay, tiéng chudng dién thoai vang
len.
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“A 10, Hiryu phai khong?”

“T6i day.” Tay nam chat ong nghe, t6i yéu 6t trd 16, “Shimada...”

“Kia, sao vay? Giong cau nhw thé sap chét dy, van chwa di nga a?”
Shimada hoi, “Hay la bong nhién c6 tién trién gi mgi?”

“Shimada, t6i...” T6i khong do dyw ma néi hét nhitng tran tré trong long
v6i anh, “T6i thye s khong muon lam nhw thé, khong bao gio muon... Dau
ngo da gay ra tai nan khing khiép nhv vay...”

“Hiryu, cau sao vay?”

“Hom d6... hom d6, me mu6n dwa to6i di xem xiéc, nhw da hiva vé6i toi e
lau. Cha néi khong nhat thiét phai cho t6i di xem, cudi cung chi cé hai me
con di. Bi ma gidu khong cho cha biét. Nhung...”

Nhwng, ding vay, ltic sap ra khdi nha, me bong cé viéc khac nén khong di
dwgc nita. Lan dau tién tdc pham diéu khac ctia cha dwgc trao giai thuwéng,
nén me mudn cé mat ¢ budi 1€ (t6i nghi vay). Cho nén...

“Dé hém khac hang di!” Me hién tir néi vdi téi bay gid dang thut thit,
“Lan sau me nhat dinh dan con di. Hay thit 16i cho me lan nay, dugc chi,
Soichi?”

Nhung hom dé la ngay biéu dién cudi cung cua doan xiéc ma t6i thich.
Toi da trong cho tir hon hai thang trudc.

“Hom nay la mot ngay vo cung quan trong vai cha, dung khong? Soichi,
con hiéu chi¥? Con ciing cung di, dugc khong nao? Cha dang & hdi trong
doi hai me con minh day!”

T6i khong muon dén nhitng ché nhw thé. T6i van la tré con nén t6i khong
biét né quan trong ra sao v6i cha me. Hudng ho, t6i so va ghét cha. Ong
lu6n ngoi li trong xwéng vé vai khuén mat rat dang sg, hé téi budc vao la bi
mang té tat.

Hom d6, me di du 1€ trao giai. T6i bi bé lai m6ét minh. “Thé la t6i...”

Shimada lang 1€ nghe t6i ké. T6i cam thay giong minh run run.
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“T6i nghi rang, chi can lam cho doan tau dirng lai 1a dwgc. Nhuw vay me sé
khong thé dén cho cha. Khong di dugce thi me sé vé nha va dwa t6i di xem
xiéc.”

Poan tau dwa me lén thanh pho chay qua ngay sau nha t6i, mot diva tré
con cling chi can di bo vai phut la t6i. Dgi me ra khoéi ctra r6i, toi gang strc
chay theo.

T6i chi mudn doan tau dirng lai.

“Vi thé, t6i bé mot hon da 1én duong ray. Chang ro toi da nghe ai noi, cé
dira tré huw dat da 1én duong ray, tau sé dirng lai, nhung nao nggo...”

Tau ra khoi ga, tang toc chay rat nhanh. Buwong ray & dé lwgn vong cung
kha rong, c6 1€ cling 1a mot phan nguyén nhan gdy ra tai hoa.

Toi chay ra xa khu vure duong ray, ngoi theo doi doan tau sap dén.

Lic tau lao qua hon d4, mot tiéng dong dang so vang lén. Poan tau trat
banh, lac I nghiéng nga va lat nhao... Cudi cing, né nam bat dong, van veo
trén mat dat. Bao quanh doan tau la nhitng khom hoa bi ngan dung dwa
tredc gio thu. Hinh dang bat dong dé trong nhuw... ding vay, xac mot con ran
khong 16.

T6i kéu am lén, t6i goi me.

Nhung khong cé tiéng tra 10i.

Khong nén bién thanh thé nay, t6i khong dinh lam thé nay. T6i chi don
gian la mu6n doan tau ding lai, khng ngo hon da da khién ca doan tau lat
nhao.

“Co lé cha toi da biét sy viéc. Hinh nhu t6i da vira khéc vira ké cho ong
nghe.”

Cho nén...

Ong khong bao gid tha thit cho tdi. Ong khong thé néi vdi ai veé t6i 16i ctia
con trai minh, nhwng 6ng da ruéng bé t6i, mét minh dén thanh pho nay...

“Thi ra chuyén la thé,” cho t6i ké xong, Shimada néi ngay. “Vay thi sy
kién do la ‘toi 16i’ ctia cau. Cho nén, hon da dat & ngoai tién sanh cling trd
nén co y nghia.”

“Shima...”
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“Cau chuyeén that bi tham. Do vay, cau da chon that sau trong ky tc mot
cach vo thite. C6 1é... Hiryu, khi cau thang than ké lai v&i cha, cau da duoc
ra lénh lam gi d6 dung khong? Vi du, nhat dinh khong dwoc ké véi bat ¢t ai
khac chang han...”

“Néu la thé thi...”

'May hay quén chuyén nay di!' Khuon mat cha t6i rat dit tgn, giong tram
tram ra 1énh cho t6i, 'Hay quén hét di. Viéc dé chua tirng xay ra, chuwa tirng
xdy ra. Hiéu khong? Hiéu khong Soichi?'

“Anh Shimada, toi...”

“Dung noéi v6i vé bi dat thé.” Gigng Shimada van tram tram va am ap,
“Chac cau dang rat soc, phai khong? Nhung cau nén nhd, su viéc cii rich xay
ra cach day gan ba muwoi nam. Hoi do, cau chwa da nang lyc hanh vi, ciing
khong c6 y thiec pham t0i, cho nén...”

“Nhung...”

“Cé 18 dung la t6i 16i nhung khong thé vi thé ma lai tra thu cau.”

“Néu ga hung thu kia vién cd sy viéc hai mwoi tdm nam vé trude dé hai
cau thi dé6 mdi la bat chap phap luat va dao ly. Xa hoi ching ta cling khong
cho phép céa nhan trirtng phat ai vi bat cit 1y do gi. Huong chi, han dam sat hai
ba Sawako nham hanh ha cau. Xa hoi nay dau thé dung thit 16i hanh xt bao
nguwgc nhw thé.” Giong Shimada ran réi manh mé, “Hiryu, cau hiéu chwa?
Cau khong dugc tuyét vong.”

“Vang.” T6i gat dau nhu thé dwoc giai thoat.

“Thé thi tot roi! Hut diéu thubc cho binh tinh di!”

T6i cham mot diéu thuoc.

“Tém lai, da giai quyét dugc mot van dé. Mot budce tién 16n trong tinh
trang hién nay.” Shimada lai hoi t6i, “Diéu t6i ggi y vé 6ng mu Kizugawa,
cau da thtr chwa?”

“Roi!”

T6i cho Shimada biét két qua. Anh tan thanh, “Tam thoi loai dwgc mot
nghi pham. Néu bi mu that, ong ta khong thé lién tiép gay ra nhitng vu viéc
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nhv vdy. Hung tha sé nam trong cac nghi pham con lai, Tsujii hodc
Kuratani...”

“Nhung du la ai thi tai sao han lai biét t6i 16i cia cau? Pay cling la van dé
quan trong. Han da chitng kién sy viéc cach day hai muoi tdm nam chac?
Hay dung cach gi dé diéu tra? Hay han nghe cha cdu ké lai?”

“Tai sao cho dén gio ma han van...”

“Ai ma biét dugc! Nhung gia st toi 10i ctia cau la dong co dé han gay an
thi toi cho rang c6 hai kha nang.” Giong Shimada rat ty tin. “Mot 1a thang
cha dy khong lién quan gi dén t6i 16i cua cau, nhung han mudn tuyén phat
cau. Han la mot thang dién ty gan cho minh st ménh phan xét nguoi khac.
Thi¢ hai, han la nguwdi cé lién quan dén vu tai nan nam xwa. Vi dy, han la
khach di tau bi trong thwong, hodc c6 ngwoi than, nguwdi yéu tir nan trong vu
dé. Vi vay, han muon tra thu cau.”

“Tra thu...”

“Du sao cling nén diéu tra ky vu tai nan cach day hai muwoi tAm nam. Toi
sé lam viéc nay. Vi toi khong thé dé mac cau ty lam.”

“Cam on anh, Shimada.”

“T6i mong cau ditng phién ndo rau ri ban khoan. It hom nita tdi s& dén
cho6 cau.”

“That chi?”

“Pwong nhién roi. T6i dang cé chat viec ban khong roi ra dwgc nén
khong thé dén ngay. Truwdc mat, cau nén chd y khéa ctra néo can than, dé y
hanh dong kha nghi cia nhitng nguwdi xung quanh. Cau hiéu chwa?”

“Vang, toi hiéu.”

“To6i sé som lién lac véi cau.”

T6i hdm do ga lai di ra ngoai.
Pay khong phai mot hanh dong c6 muc dich rd rang. Néu c6 gan cho né
mot ly do, cé thé coi la nham nghi cach giét ké ay.
Ga biét rat ro tuyén dwong ké ay hay di bo. T6i nay, ga sé thir di theo
tuyén duwong do.
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Chac ké ay da suy nghi can than vé t6i 16i ctia minh r6i nhi? Va ciing canh
giac voi cac hanh dong cua ga.

Néu thé, ga phai tim dwoc cach thich hgp, cach khién ké dy lo 1a canh giac
dé ga c6 thé 1gi dung co hoi, cach thich hgp dé phan xét t6i 16i cua ké ay.

Hay ct¢ x ly luon di, nghi nhiéu lam gi. Du bang cach nao thi két cuc
cling chi c6 mot. Vi vay...

Khong! Doi da!

Bung! Con mot viéc phai lam trude khi ra tay.

bém khuya. Con duong tinh mich khong mot bong nguoi.

Phia trewdc la cong mot ng6i miéu, ditng do6i dién vdi bong t6i vo tan. Gid
dém nhe dwa qua canh 14 kéu xao xac. Luc tinh c¢ di ngang qua cong...

Ga nhin thay xa xa c6 thit gi d6 dang di chuyén.

Ga 1ap tirc nap vao mot goc téi ¢ cong miéu.

Bén trong, c6 hai béng nguwdi mot cao 16n mot thap nho.

Cai bong thap nhd, chac 1a dira tré con. Khuya thé nay sao lai c6 tré con di
ra ngoai? Ga chua kip suy nghi thi da thay béng ngudi cao 16n chuyén dong,
dwong nhu de len dira tré...

Co tiéng ché sua.

Tiéng cho6 con ngung ngoang phat ra tir bén trong.

Hai bong ngwdi kia nhap lam mot, bat dong. Cai béng 16n ding 1én, cai
béng nho thi d6 vat dwédi chan cai bong 16m.

bé la...

Ga nin th@, cham chu nhin that ky.

Nguoi dan 6ng dé la...

Than thé dita bé bong mat hét sitc lwc. Han budng hai tay, khong bép co
noé nita, roéi budc lui lai mot buwde. Uych. Dira bé nam vat ra dat.

Do6i mat van do cua han nhin khap xung quanh.

bém khuya, troi t6i den, khu miéu khong mot bong nguai.

Khong lo.

Khong sao, khong bi bat ¢t ai nhin thay.

Tiéng cho6 con rén v . Pay la m6t ngoéi miéu nho bi bé hoang, dan cu
trong vung gan nhw da quén mat sy ton tai cta nd. Tiéng ch6 con hinh nhw
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vong ra tt* duwdi hién ngo6i miéu cil.

Mot dita bé xti quay!

Han lanh lung nhin tdm lwng dita bé nam bat dong dwdi chan.

Chi tai con ché dé...

Vi han, gap dira bé nay la chuyén bat ngd. Vi cuc hiém khi thay tré con
mot minh di ra ngoai gitta dém hom khuya khoat.

Han dang trén dwong di tir cho lam thém ve.

Nhin thay n6 dang nhay chan sdo trén con duwong budi toi, han ngac nhién,
roi canh giac dé phong. Han cam thdy day co6 thé la mét cai bay, nhing néu
khong phai thé thi day lai la mot co hdi qua tot.

Nhitng birc xtic don nén trong long bong dang lén, tu lai, bién thanh mot
ham muon.

Thang nhai con!

Han ngay lap titc quyét dinh phai tham do xem sao.

“Em dang lam gi vao gio nay vay?” Han héi thang bé bang chat giong nhe
nhang.

b6 la mot thang bé khoang 16p Mot hodc 16p Hai, mac dong phuc thé
thao, bén ngoai khoac ao len mau xanh lam.

Thoat dau hinh nhu thang bé s¢g minh sé bi mang, n6 giau hai tay ra sau
lung, ngang 1én nhin han bang anh mat lo lang.

“Em c6 lam gi dau...” Thang bé tra 10i.

“Anh khong gian dau. Cit néi xem nao? Chac phai c6 chuyén gi d6 chit?”

“Khong, that ma!”

“Néu khong noi that, anh sé dwa em dén don cong an giao cho cac chu
canh sat. Gio nay tré con khong dugc ra dwong choi.”

Thang bé nghi ngoi, roi chia hai tay ra. “Em dwa com cho Kipi.”

“Kipi? La ai? La con cho a?”

“Vang.” Tay thang bé cam mot chiéc tdi gidy cta siéu thi, bén trong c6
bich sita.

“B6 me em ghét nudi cho, néu em dwa Kipi vé nha thi b me sé bat em
phai virt no di ngay.”

“A... Cho nén em phai nu6i né & mot chd bi mat chit gi?”
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“Vang, em nudi & ngdi miéu dang kia.”

“Nhung tai sao phai ra lic khuya khoat thé nay?”

Thang bé ling ting ké rang moi lan n6 ra sém hon, nhwng t6i nay, khi
dang tim co hoi dé chu6én ra ma khong bi b6 me phat hién thi né nga quén
mat. N6 cling da nghi ngoi... nhung cudi cung lai sg con ché doéi nén van ra
dé tiép té do an.

Khong van dé gi. Han nghi bung.

May la con mo6i ngon cua tao!

“Anh sé di cung em! Kéo dém khuya thé nay, minh em di sé nguy hiém.”

Nghe xong, thang bé khong chit nghi ngo hay sg hai mot nguwoi la nhw
hén, 1ap titc dan han dén ng6i miéu. Chang biét né von ngu ngéc hay ngay
tho, hay tai cha me n6 khong chi bao...

Mac ké! Vi han thi day la co héi trgi ban. Néu ltic nay bat chot gap ai do
thi han dwong nhién sé khong ra tay.

Thang nhai con!

Han chtti tham, r6i gi mii chan 1at xac thang bé.

Ai bao may ngang tr¢ cong viéc cua tao!

Ai bao may...

Ngang trd cong viéc...

Han nghi bung, néu li tré con & thanh phé nay déu chét sach thi qua hay!
Chiing la mot bay dong vat vo dung, khong biét suy nghi, chang sach sé gi.
Sao han phai trd thanh vat hy sinh cho chiing?

Han khong thich tré con, cting khong hiéu tai sao nguwdi 16n ¢t ra sic tan
duong sy trong sang va kha nang cua i tré. That qua vo ly!

Bon chung trong sang u?

Va tiém an kha nang vo6 han u?

Toan mdy 10i nhang cudi déi trd! D6 khong phai thit do twdng ma xa hoi
hién nay tv y tao ra a?

Khong ai tan nhan bang 1i tré con! Khong mot ké nao chi séng vi nhu cau
cta ban than ma chang them dém xia gi dén ngwoi khac nhw ching.

Bon chuc dita tré trong mot 16p, liéu c6 may dira dat duge chit it thanh
teu? Ching déu la do rac ruwdi. Cai cdu ‘cé cong mai sat cé ngay nén kim’
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chi 1a cach an i nhitng ké thiéu kha nang ma thoi.

Minh la ngudi hiém hoi dac biét tai ba. Han ty tin nghi. Han tin chac mot
ngay khong xa, han sé cé kiét tac trong lich st van hoc tam c@ thé gigi chi
khong chi 1a tam c& quéc gia. Hién gid, han chwa dwgce cong nhan 1a nha van
c6 tai, chi bdi van may chwa dén ma théi.

Trudc tién la vi tién. Cha me nghéo kho khién han phai di lam thué kiém
song va khong co6 thi gio tap trung sang tac.

Can phong tro lan truéc ¢ mot nha tro cli nat, van san op ep sap long ra
hét, vi tri sat mat duong, tiéng on khién ctra kinh rung su6t ngay dém. Khach
thué xung quanh vo tu lam 6n. Song trong khong gian to6i té nhw thé, ai ma
viét ndi tdc pham van hoc cho ra hon? Can phong trudc nita cling gan nhw
vay.

Mua xuadn nam ngodai mdi thoat khéi cai nha tro khoén kiép dy. Lan nay
nhitng twéng dwoc song tai khu biét thy & Kitashiragawa thi sé yén than. Ai
de...

Sau khi do6i phong, khéng phai nghe tiéng dan ghi ta ctia ga sat vach nita
nhung cong viéc van chang tién trién.

Y twong can kiét, cau van dai dong, ngdn tit ngay ngd. Chi c6 dong ban
thao bi vo tron, viit vao sot rac la ngay mét nhiéu 1én.

Tai sao mot van si tai hoa xudt chiing nhw han lai khong thé sang tac ndi
mot tac pham? Tai sao han phai dau kho thé nay? Tai sao...

Han dé dang tim ra cau tra 10i.

Tat ca déu tai ching nd. Do ching choi dua, ho hét am 7 & bén ngoai.

Ching quay ray han, giong noéi ctia ching khién dau 6c han r6i loan.
Tiéng budc chan cta ching twdc doat tai nang cta han.

Y nghi ndy giéng nhu hon dé 1in tir trén déc xudng.

Khoéng chi nhitng Iic doi dién véi ban thao, ngay ca khi con thitc hay da
ngud, du di duong, hé nghe thay tiéng tré con la han déu cam thdy tai nang
cua minh dang bi bao mon.

Hoang twdng bi hai dan dan phinh to, chang bao 1au sau da bién thanh noi
cam han doi véi tré nhé. Han nhan ra minh luon 1am bam ‘Tao sé lam thit
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chiing may’ moi khi nhin qua ctra s6 thay lii tré n6 dua, va han tw nghi day la
diéu tat nhién.

Thang Tam nam ngodi, ngay han giét dita tré dau tién...

Han cho rdang minh hoan toan vo thitc khi giét né.

Lam xong ca ngay trd vé, di trén con duwong bén canh mwong nuwdc, han bi
mot dita tré va phai.

Thang nhai con!

Mot v nghi 16e 1én, han 1ap titc bép co dira bé. Pira bé khong kip kéu mot
tiéng, cling tat thé luon.

Ltc ay la hoang hon.

Tiéng tré con nd dua gan do6 khién han hoang hot, voi kéo nan nhan it
xubéng muong.

Khong mot chit cam giac t6i 16i, trai lai, vO cung nhe nhém. Han tham
chi con nghi rang, “Pé la sy trirng phat vi da can tré viéc sang tac cua tao...
Tao phai t bdo vé minh. Tao phai bao vé tai nang cia minh khoi sy tan
cong cua bon may.”

Dtra bé bi giét khong gay tiéng 6n trwdc ctra s6 nha han, nhung han cho
rang do khong phai ban chat ctia van de.

Gidi quyét n6 xong, dau 6c han hét sitc tinh tao. Trudc day, ca ngay khong
viét n6i mot trang ban thao nhung dém 4y han viét mot mach dwgc hon chuc
trang.

Vu sat hai dira tré th hai trong chua Phap Nhién, nén néi la han cht dong
di tim con moi chit khong phai hanh vi bot phat. Vi bay gio, han da tim thay
gia tri tich cyc trong hanh vi giét nguoi.

Sau khi giét nguwoi thi sang tac thuan lgi nhanh chéng, dén noi chinh han
cling phai ngac nhién. Pay la su that. Nhung cung vdi thoi gian thi hiéu qua
lai dan giam sut. Thé nén, han khong thé khong tiép tuc chién dau dé bao vé
tai nang cua minh.

Cac vu giét ngwoi lién tiép xay ra khién canh sat va phu huynh déu canh
giac cao do, han khong dam chu quan lam bira nita. Cho dén dau thang
Muoi hai, han méi tom dwoc con moi thi ba.
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Pa mot thang troi qua. Hom nay la 12 thang Giéng, han lai cam thay can
twr bao vé minh.

Cudn tiéu thuyét dang sang tac con lau méi hoan thanh. Khéng chi vi
tiéng tré con n6 dua am 1 ma sau vu chdy nam ngodi, tiéng chan budc cla
nhitng ngudi cham soc tén cha nha cling khién han byc minh. Sau khi doi
phong tro, twdng sé nghi ra thit gi d6 hay ho thi lai dén phién tén chui nha gié
tro dao bdi ngoai san, gay tiéng on rat kho chiu.

Tuy nhién...

Han lai nhin xu6ng céi xac dwdi chan.

Minh da thay dé chiu hon mét chut...

Tiéng con cho con kéu v & buon ba vang bén tai, né than thd cho sy bat
hanh cta difa tré van mang d6 an dén cho minh hay chi vi dang déi bung?

Han roi khoi cho dé, diéu chinh nhip thé gap gap, budc vé phia cong ra
khoi khu miéu.

DPang trudc co tiéng budce chan vong lai. Han giat minh s¢ hai, chay mét
mach dén ch6 cong miéu. Nhung...

Minh lo hao chang?

Han c6 nhin ng6 hai bén duwong t6i om, khong mét bong ngudi.

Khong lo, khong van deé gi.

Han van khong c6 chit cam giac t6i 16i nao.

Néu tring tri ké 4c la chite trach ctia Thuwong dé, thi nhitng nguwdi vo toi sé
khong bi tritng tri gi hét. Han tin twdng vao diéu do.
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Pa mot tuan troi qua tir khi t6i phat hién ra pho twong cha chon & goc
cdy anh dao, r6i khéi phuc duwgc ky rc xa xam ctia minh...

Thi ra t6i da hai me. Khong chi minh me ma rat nhiéu ngudi khac phai bé
mang Vi toi.

Nhitng ky tc u buon. Co6 1€, to6i nén mai chon sau trong day long thay vi
nhé lai.

Cha ra lénh cho t6i phédi quén di. T6i chap hanh. Va day ciing la nguyén
vong cua toi. Bén tan bay gio day...

Phdi chang, thé than cua me chon ngoai san va sdu ma no canh ngam thé
hién vi trl caa n6 chinh la cach cha xa gian lén t6i? Muc dich cua ong la
khién t6i nhd lai t6i 16i cua minh, khién t6i dau kho. D6 1a sy tritng phat cta
ong va@i toi. Thuce ra, lam vay cling chang c6 gi qua dang.

Ciling may, toi da ké tat ca v6i Shimada, giong nhw xung tdi trong dao
Thién chua. Viéc thang than nhin nhan 16i lam ctia minh khién tam trang t6i
dé chiu it nhiéu.

Néu khong, chac t6i sé roi vao trang thai suy sup ruong ray ban than, réi
tw nguyén giao nop mang song cho ké muoén giét minh.

Nhung...

T6i khong thé vi thé ma ré ring ruéng bé minh, ding nhw Shimada néi.

T6i dau c6 y gay ra tai nan d6? Bay gio t6i chi la dira tré con, mong me vé
nha v6i minh.

T6i khong c6 y bién bach gi, nhung t6i khong thé tha thit khi hung thu 1ay
bi kich hai muwoi tam nam tredce lam ly do cuwdp di tinh mang cua toi hay ma
Sawako!

Khi nao c6 sinh vién Kisako trg lai Kyoto, cé 1é toi nén ké lai tat ca véi co
ay. Hodc ké vdi ca Kakeba Hisashige nita...

Lam thé, chac tam trang t6i sé nhe nhom hon. Ho sé thong cam cho t6i, sé
khong trach ctr toi, sé dong vién toi, giong nhw Shimada.

https://thuviensach.vn



ROi ti nay tré di, toi sé vui dau trong xuwéng vé dé tao ra cac tdc pham
moi, vé tranh vé me.

T6i sé dwa vao pho twgng méi dao dugc, cong vGi ky e cua toi, dé vé me
Miwako.

Ngudi me hién. Nguwoi me hét myc yéu thwong tdi. Nguwdi me ma toi vo
cung kinh mén.

Mot bire tranh chudc tdi cua téi doi vai ba, ngudi da ra di vi wéc mudn
ngay tho cta t6i khi con nha.

Gilra trva ngay 14 thang Giéng, Shimada goi dién cho toi.

“T6i biét mot chuyén rat quan trong.” Anh mé& dau bang giong phan
khich.

“Shimada?” Toi dat co vé xudng r6i cam lai dién thoai. “C6 chuyén gi
vay?”

“T6i vira diéu tra rdo mot manh moi hé trong.” Chwa bao gid toi thay giong
Shimada hao hitng dén vay, “Hiryu, nghe nhé! Cau van dang nghe ddy
ch?”

“Vang, vang.”

“Tuan tredc nghe cau ké xong, t6i tirng ndi la sé di diéu tra vu 1at tau hda
hai mwoi tdm nam veé trudc.”

“Vang, dung.”

“T6i da lam, du kha ton cong sitc. Sau khi hoi toa bao, toi luc tung cac tin
bai nam xwa.”

“R0i sao nita?”

“D6 la mot vu nghiém trong nén bao chi dwa tin rat nhiéu, tuy nhién
khong thdy dé cap dén hon da nao trong phan nguyén nhan tai nan. Chi néi
la do nguai lai tau uong rwogu, dan dén tai hoa.”

“Nguoi lai tau?”

“Phai! Duwong nhu ding la thé. Cho nén hanh dong cua cau chi la mot
trong cac nguyén nhan ma thoi.”

“Cling trong bai bao nay con cé danh sach cac nan nhan thvong vong, di
nhién c6 tén me cau. Diéu dang kinh ngac la...” Shimada ngtrng lai, r6i ha
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giong, “Chi c6 nam nguoi t vong chi khong phdi toan bo hanh khach. Va
van dé la ngoai me cau, t6i con nghe t&i ho cia bon nguwoi kia.”

Nghe t6i? Toi khong hiéu, “Nghia la gi, anh Shimada?”

Ho cta bon ngudi do, déu do chinh cau néi cho toi biét.”

“T0i noi v6i anh sao?”

“Mizujiri, Kuratani, Kizugawa va Morita.”

“Thé a?”

“Néu toi nhd khong nham, thi Morita la ho that ctia Tsujii Yukihito.”

“Pau thé nao...” T6i ngang dau, khong sao tin ndi. “Sao lai cé chuyén do
duoc?”

“Pung, chinh t6i cling khong tin vao mat minh, nhuwng ranh ranh trong
bao c6 viét.”

“Thé thi, anh Shimada, cé phai may nguoi dang song trong ngodi nha nay
déu lién quan dén bon nan nhan da ti¥ vong khong?”

“Néu chi c6 mot ngudi trung ho, thi c6 thé nghi 1a ngau nhién. Nhung lai
la cd bon nguoi. Mat khac, Mizujiri, Kizugawa khong phai la nhitng ho hay
gdp, nén téi chac chan phai cé an tinh gi do.”

“Sao lai thé nhi?”

“O day ciing c6 yéu t6 ngdu nhién, nhung néi chung...” Sy that kinh
hoang nay khién dau 6c t6i r6i loan.

V@ chong Mizujiri Dokichi, Mizujiri Kine, Kuratani Makoto, Kizugawa
Shinjo, Tsujii Yukihito t'c Morita Yukio, déu lién quan dén nhitng hanh
khach t vong trong vu lat tau hoa cach day hai muoi tdm nam v? L€ nao ho
la con chau hoac cha me anh em cua cac nan nhan?

“Nghe nay, t6i tam dwa ra gia thuyét...” Shimada néi, “Gia stt, ho déu la
nguoi than cia bon nan nhan kia, thi 1y do gi khién ho cling dén & tro tai nha
cau? Chang ta can mét 10i gidi thich hgp ly. Vi du, c6 mot anh mang ho
Mizujiri 1a khach di tau, anh ta la con trai vg chong ngudi quan ly Mizujiri.
Ho mat con trai, sau do6 lai nghe 6ng Hiryu Koyo cha cau ké vé mot trong
nhitng nguyén nhan dan dén 14t tau héa la hon da cau dat 1én duong ray.

V@ chong ho lién ndy sinh y dinh trd thu cau. Ho biét cha cau da mat va
cau sap dén Kyoto, bén lién lac véi gia dinh ctia ba nan nhan kia, ké lai dau
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dudi cau chuyén. Cudi cung, ho cung nhau lén ké hoach tra thu cau. Ciing
titc 1a, khong phai ho ngau nhién tap hgp tai Nhan Hinh Quan, ma bdi vg
chong Mizujiri chu dinh lam vay.”

“Theo y anh, ho déu la ‘hung thi’ muon hai t6i?”

“Pay chi 1a mot gia thuyét.” Shimada nhan manh. “Cau ding vdi tin la
diung. Kha nang nay co6 thé ton tai, nhuwng néu nghi ky thi thdy c6 phan khién
cudng. Coi nhw ho ngau nhién c6 mat & nha cau thi hgp ly hon. Du di theo
huwéng pham t0i c6 t6 chirc nhw vira dé cap thi thyc ra van con mot bi an
khong thé giai thich n6i.”

“Bi an nao?”

“La diéu cau van hay lo nghi dy. Cta vao xuweng vé! Ctra luon khoa thi
hung thi vao bang cach nao?”

“Néu vo chong ngwdi quan ly c6 tham gia thi dwong nhién rat dé 1én vao
nha chinh. Nhung canh ctra xuwdng vé thi sao? Cau ludn giit ca hai chia, rat
kh6 danh thém chia so cua, ctta va khoa khong c6 ddu vét bi cay pha. Tai
sao hung tha van vao duwgc? Con moét cach khac dé dot nhap. D6 la nhac ca
canh ctra khéi ban 1é. Chinh cdu da nghi dén r6i. Nhung cdu ciing néi rang
canh ctra rat to va nang, khé long nhac 1én noi. Tuy nhién, du véi sitc mot
nguoi thi cé vé kho khan, nam nguoi lai 1a cau chuyén khac.” Anh Shimada
néi cling co6 ly, nhung toi chi im lang. “Chung ta tam phan tich dén day.
Hiryu, cau van nghe day chi?”

“Vang.”

“Tam thoi, t6i chi c6 thé nghi dén kha nang dé, néu dugc, cau thir tham
do ho xem sao. Bén phia t6i kho long diéu tra tiép duwoc gi nita.”

T6i lai im lang, vi tdi chwa biét nén tham do cach nao. “T6i khong bao
cau lam gi qua sitc. Cau cling khong thao may viéc nhu thé, diing khéng?”
Shimada noi, c6 1€ cling doan duwgc suy nghi cua toi. “Khi nao xong viéc, toi
sé dén cho cau, cau thay sao, Hiryu? Trudc mat cau c¥ nén chd y hon.”
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T6i hom do, t6i lai nhan dwgc mot bire thw. D6 1a bite thw thit ba khong
ro danh tinh nguoi gui.

Bac Mizujiri Kine mang thw dén. T6i do dy mét lat, r6i van hoi, “Con cai
hai bac hién gio thé nao a?”

“Chung t6i c6 mot con trai ba con gai. Ba con gai déu ldy chong & Kanto,
gan nhw chang vé tham nha bao gio. Dita con trai thi 6m, da mat tw lau.”
Béc ay tra 10i rat tw nhién, khong mdy may nghi ngo.

Thyec ra, toi khong thé doan c6 phdi bac dy dang déng kich hay khong.

Birc thw nay ciing chi dé nguwdi nhan 1a Hiryu Soichi, khong c6 tén nguoi
gti, vé hinh thitc thi giong hét hai birc truéc.

Phong bi trang, chit ¢6 y viét nguéch ngoac bang buit muc den. Péng dau
buu dién Sakyo, gidy viét thu khé B5 in dong ké doc mau xam, noi dung chi
c6 doc mot cau.

Tao dd tim thdy mot ké nira nhu may.
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Tht Sau, ngay 15 thang Giéng.

Sam tdi, toi dén quan Lai Mong. O day, toi gip Kakeba Hisashige, ngudi
ban cii cach mat da lau.

Van mai téc ué odi rii xudng tran, vira nhin thay t6i cau ta lién thé phao
khé noéi, “Cha, t6i da tom dugc cau roi!”

“Ha?”

Kakeba Hisashige ngoi xuong ghé doi dién t6i, vira cdi do khoac vira noi,
“Nghe cht quan néi gan day cau thuong dén vao gio nay. To6i thdy minh can
noi chuyén vadi cau.”

“Va cau cha tam dén day tim t6i a?”

“Pung thé. No6i chuyén tryc tiép con hon la goi dién. T6i cling ngai dén
nha cu... Ong chy, cho tdi espresso!”. Kakeba xoa xoa hai ban tay lanh
céng va nhin t6i bang cap mat ti hi, “Tam trang cau 6n dinh hon roi thi phai.
A, c6 18 1a khong. M4 cau hép lai kia. Tinh hinh sttc khée thé nao?”

“Tam tam.” T6i dua tay phdi 1én xoa mat, s& may sgi rau lin phin, “Lan
trede xin 16i nhé, cau da lo lang goi dién, vay ma...”

“Tw tan nam ngodi nhi, by gid cau dang bi cdm a?”

“Hoi dy du gap go hay chuyén tro vdi ai, t6i déu dau kho nhw vay thoi. ..
Thuyce ra la néi dau tinh than, chi khong chi la bi cam.”

“Thoi nao, cdu ding ban khoan lam gi. Dao d6 cau vira gap bién co
nghiém trong, toi cling dang trach vi khong thé dong vién cau.”

“Nghe néi sau d6 cau gap Michizawa & day. Thong qua co 4y, toi cling
duwgc biét vai diéu, nén nghi chwa dén lwgt minh tham héi.”

“Khong! Cau dirng nghi thé.” Nghe cau ta nhac dén Kisako, mat t6i bong
nhién nong bung.

Kakeba Hisashige lim dim mat, d6i m6i mong cia cdu ta hoi nhéch 1én.
“Michizawa rat tot ding khong? Hoc lwc kha, gidng vién nao ciing khen.
Chac tuan sau c6 ay tré lai Kyoto day. Co ay ciing rat lo lang cho cau, c6 ké
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dip cu6i nam hai nguwdi vao tham vién bao tang. Ra ca toi di nita nhuwng hom
dé t6i chuan bi di du lich nén khong di dwoc.”

“Thé a? Kisako cling moi cau?”

“Nhung...” Kakeba cho that nhiéu duwong vao coc ca phé ma cht quan
mang lén, nhap m6t ngum nhé réi cham rai hoi, “Du da nghe Michizawa ké
so qua nhung khong biét tinh huong sau do thé nao. C6 dong tinh gi vé cha
nhan btrc thv khong? Ky trc cua cau ro rang hon chwa? Nghe noi cau dang
vé tranh?”

“0...” Toi ludng Iy dap, “Tranh... dd v& xong.”

“V& xong? Y cau la...”

“Toi da nhé ra moi chuyén.”

T6i quyét tam ké v6i Kakeba toan bg t0i 16i nam xwa ctia minh va tinh
canh hién tai.

“Kakeba, cau muon nghe to6i ké lai ch?” T6i héi rat chan thanh.

Cau ta gan nhu khéng doéi sac mat ma chi gat dau.

T6i noi rat 1au, Kakeba khong ngat 16i, chi vira hit thudc vira cham chu
nhin vao miéng toi.

“Um...”

Nghe hét, cau ta vo bao thu6c Hi-Lite da rong r6i thd dai mot tiéng.

“Cau da quyeét dinh ké lai toan bo vai t6i. Trede do cau khong muodn noi
v0i ai ca. Bung khong?”

“Khong! Trai lai!” Toi néi, “Vi khong thé nén noi nita, t6i phai thd nhan.
T6i con ké véi anh Shimada nita. Néu giit trong long, toi sé phat dién mat!”

“T6i rat hiéu tdm trang cta cdu.” Kakeba Hisashige cham rai gat dau,
“DPén lic nay, cac nét chinh da twong doi ro rang, toi 16i cta cau la gi, tai sao
cau bi nham dén. Néu ding nhw anh Shimada diéu tra dugc, ho hang cua
mdy nguoi t& nan trong vu lat tau hda cach day hai muwoi tdm nam déu da
vao & tro nha cau thi t6i nghi tinh trang khong may lac quan dau. Noi dau
mat nguwoi than luon rat nang né, khé ma xéa nhoa dwgc, nhat 1a nan nhan
trong nhitrng tai nan bat ngo. Toi tirng c6 trai nghiém twong tw r6i.”

“Trai nghiém twong ty?” To6i kinh ngac héi, “Cha me ciau van khée manh
ca ma?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pung thé. Nhung anh trai t6i thi khong con nita.”

“Anh trai?”

“Pung. Cau khong biét a?”

“Anh 4y 16n hon t6i hai tudi, chuyén rat lau vé trwdc roi. Théi, khong néi
chuyén dé nita. Hiryu, cau dinh thé nao? C6 dinh bao canh sat khong?”

“Canh sat...”

“Cau khong thich a? Ciing phai. Trong vu hoa hoan nam ngoai, khong tim
duwgc bang chitng c6 tinh phong héa nén phia canh sat chang may tich cyc
diéu tra.” Kakeba Hisashige ng6i thang lwng, gat m& toc x6a xudng tran
sang bén, “Hay la thé nay di, khéng cho thué Luc Anh Trang nita. Pugc
chi?”

“Chura thé khang dinh tat ca bon ho déu la hung tha.”

“Néu cau khong mudn bao canh sat thi danh ty minh tim cach gidi quyét
thoi.”

“Pung vay.”

“Di nhién cau khong thé lap titc ngtrng cho thué nha.”

“T6i van cam thdy khong yén tdm vé birc thw thit ba ma cdu vira nhan
dugc hom qua.”

“ U...” Khéi phai néi, chinh t6i ciing dang thic méc vé 16i nhin gii mdi
do.

Bttc thw viét: Tao da tim thdy mét ké niva nhw may. Nghia la sao nhi?

“Cau biét la gi khong?” Ké ti* mua thu nam ngodi, Kakeba Hisashige da
mady lan héi t6i cau nay.

T6i chi biét lac dau tra 1oi ,“T6i chiu.”

... La ké do.
Ga nhé lai canh twgng minh chitng kién lic dém khuya cach day may
hom.
Han ta chinh la mot ké nira.
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Trong khudn vién ng6i miéu. Hai bong nguwdi mdt 16n mot nhé chong 1én
nhau.

Dira bé bi han ta giét chét.

DPrta bé bi...

Khéng con nghi ngd gi nita, han ta chinh la hinh bong téi sinh cta ké ay
sau hai mwoi tam nam.

Ga khong thé bé qua.

Trudce khi giét ké ay, van con mot viéc khong thé khong lam.

D6 la giét han.
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Trén ti vi, mot phat thanh vién c6 khuén mat dai dang phong ma duwa tin
Thoi su.

T6i dang ngo6i thu lu trén sofa trong phong khach thi tinh c@ xem dugc
ban tin...

Ké tir mua hé nam ngoai, thanh pho Kyoto lién tiép xdy ra cac vu sat hai
tré em. Sang sém ngay 13, phat hién xac em Kato Mutsuhiko (7 tu6i) bi bép
c6 chét. Bay la nan nhan thi¢ tw trong vu giét nguwdi hang loat nay. Canh sat
dwa ra suy doan van do cung mot hung thu gay ra, vét van tay dé lai trén co
Kato Mutsuhiko da noéi 1én diéu nay...

9 gio t6i, thir Bay ngay 16 thang Giéng.

San nha chim trong man dém den dac. Hoi t6i t6i ra quan Lai Mdng, lac
vé dén nha thi gi6 tuyét da dir doi 1am r6i. Méi nha, 16i di, san vuon... déu
phu tuyét day.

Ban tin két thic, dai phat phim truyén hinh. T6i khong dac biét mudn
xem, bén van nho am lwgng, mat dam dam nhin man hinh.

Lat sau, co 1€ la vao luc 9 gio 15 phut.

Cot két, cot két. ..

Toi nghe thay tiéng van san.

Co nguoi dang budce di ngoai hanh lang. Tsujii Yukihito tirng than van vé
tiéng on, lic nay, tiéng budc chan trén hanh lang tang hai vang 1én rd mon
mot.

Nghe tiéng budc chan, toi doan khong phai bac gai Mizujiri, vi bac ay di
ding am T hon nhiéu. Tsujii Yukihito di lam gio m&i vé chang?

Canh ctra ngan gitta hanh lang bén nay va phong 2-C von dugc khéa lai,
nhung mot thang nay, ké tw khi Tsujii Yukihito doi sang phong 2-C thi
khong khoa nita. Do 1a vi Tsujii khong kéo day dién thoai vé phong minh ma
khi can goi dién cau ta sé dung chung dién thoai mau héng & dai sanh.
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Khi cho lam thué hodc noi nao dé goi dén cho cau ta thi ngwoi nhac may
(thwong la bac gai Mizujiri) phéi goi cau ta xuong nghe. Lic dé, néu canh
ctra ngan bi khoa thi phdi di vong ra ngoai, rat bat tién.

Tiéng budc chan cham rai bang qua can phong. Lat sau la tiéng m& ctra
roi dong ctra, khudy dong khong gian yén tinh ban dém.

Qua nhién, Tsujii da ve.

Lo swdi & goc twong phia hanh lang dwgc dot 1én tir sam t6i dén gio nén
trong phong kha am ap.

Pau t6i hoi dau. Tt lic dot 16 suwdi, tdi chira mé civa s6 cho thoang khi lan
nao.

To6i ditng day budc dén ctra s6. Gié van thoi rat manh nhwng tuyét khong
roi nhuv ban nay nita.

Ctra vira hé ra, gi6 da lap tic théc vao lanh phat run, t6i nhanh chéng
dong ngay né lai roi mac 4o len.

Sau mot hoi do dy, t6i quyét dinh m& canh cira thong ra hanh lang mot
luc.

Buwéc chan lao ddo. Pau t6i ong ong, chong hét mat may... Hwr, khong
duwoc roi. Khong khi & day ngdt ngat qua.

Doi vaGi cira phong nay, ngoai 6 khéa da dwgc lap san ¢ nim ctra, to6i con
lap thém chot bén trong cho yén tam hon. Nhung bay gio, chang hiéu sao
md& cita ra toi cling khong thiy kho chiu chit nao.

Hinh nhu ban 1é da hong nén méi hé mot chit, cira da mé han mot goc 90
d6. Do cung chiéu rong nén canh ctra vira khéo chan ngang mot phan hanh
lang.

Khong khi lanh ua vao phong nhung cling khong lanh nhv khong khi
ngoai troi. Toi vira khé lac dau vira quay vao sofa.

Tiéng budc chan tir hanh lang vong vao moi Iic mét gan.

Pang lo dang nhin man hinh ti vi van bat su6t ndy gig, t6i bong ngoai dau
ra sau.

“0 kia... Mot giong néi quen thudc. Canh ctta md ra hanh lang hoi dong
day, r6i kéu ken két. “Cau cht, sao lai mé civa? Khong thay rét a?”

La bac Mizujiri Kine.
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T6i hoi nghiéng ngwoi tr trén ghé sofa, tra 16, “Chau dang can thong gié
mal!”

To6i ap tay 1én tran, thay trdn xam x4p mo hoi.

“Bac c6 viéc gi tim chau a?”

“Khong! Toi di goi cau Tsujii nghe dién thoai.”

“Thé a?”

Béc Kine cti dau, budc voi vé phia cudi hanh lang. C6 tiéng ket ctra, roi
canh ctra dong tro lai.

T6i nhin dong ho, 9 gio' 50 phut. Thoi gian nhan dién thoai cia Luc Anh
Trang dang duwgc quy dinh 1a 10 gio t6i.

Da hét con nhitc dau, khong khi trong lanh hon nhiéu, can phong lai gia
lanh.

T6i dirng day dinh budc ra déng ctra.

“Cau Tsujii!” Tiéng goi cua bac Kine vong dén tir phia can phong 2-C bén
tay trai. Kem theo tiéng go ctra. “Cau c6 dién thoai, cau Tsujii...”

Tiéng goi cang lic cang to, tiéng go ctta cling vay.

“Cau Tsujii c6 nha khong? Cau Tsujii... La nhi...”

“Cau ta di vang a?” T6i ditng bén ctta hoi bac Kine. C6 nhé dau thé? Cau
ta vira vé cach day ba bon phut thoi ma?

“Khong thay tra 10i.” Bac Kine ban khoan bwdc tré lai cho t6i, “Lic hon 9
gio chung t6i con gap cau dy & duwdi nha ma.”

“Sau do6 chau ciling nghe thdy tiéng cau ta di vé phong. Hay cau ta lai di
16i?”

“Nhung...” Bac Kine 16 vé ban khoan, “T6i nghe bén trong c6 tiéng nuwéc
chay.”

“Hay la cau ta dang tam?”

“Co 1€ vay, nhung toi goi mai ma chang thay gi.”

“Cura... khéa a?”

“Pang khda.” Bac Kine ngoanh nhin vé phia cudi hanh lang, “Hay la... da
xay ra chuyén gi bat ngg?”

“Chuyén bat nga?”

“MaAy chuyén nhu... & trong buong tam ay...”
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Chac dv am vu chdy nam ngodi da khién bac Kine cang thém bat an.

“T6i xuéng nha duwdi lay chia khoa so cua vay.” Roi bac dom bwdc di.

Toi voi noi, “Chau cling cé chia khoéa so cua.” Toi chay vao phong. La
chu nha, t6i phai c6 du bo chia khoa cac can phong ¢ day. “Bac cho nhé!”
T6i m@ ngan kéo ban lam viéc 14y chum chia khoa.

Béc Kine cam chum chia khoa r6i chay vé phia ctra phong 2-C. Dang vé
tat ta ctia bac lam t6i cling bat an, bén buéc theo sau.

“Cau Tsujii!” Bac Kine goi to hon lic ndy, vira goi vira go ctra, “Cau
Tsujii, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

Dai dién canh cda ngan cach véi hanh lang van bi khéa lai cho dén thang
tredc 1a mot buéng cau thang nho. Cira phong 2-C nam & ngay goc trong tay
phai cta canh ctra nay.

“La qua nhi? Cau nghe di, cé phdi la tiéng nuwéc chdy khong?” Bac Kine
nhin toi.

To6i lang nghe, ding la trong phong c6 tiéng nuwdc roc rach that.

“T6i vao xem sao.” Bac tim ding chia r6i mé cira. “Cau Tsujii?”

Can phong sang den nhung khong co6 ai tra 10i.

Toi cho hai tay vao tdi ao ngu, ding twa canh ctta ngan gitta hanh lang,
nhin theo bac di vao phong 2-C.

“Cau Tsujii?”

Cua phong lach cach r6i xich mot tiéng, bong dang bac Kine bién mat bén
trong.

Pung lic nay, sau lung t6i c6 tiéng budc chan dén gan.

“Sao vay? Xay ra chuyén gi a?” Kuratani Makoto tir dau hanh lang chay
dén. Cau ta mdc 4o bong mau nau nhat, mai téc wét, chac la vira tam goi.

“Xin hoi, da xay ra...”

Pruing lic do, mot tiéng thét hai hung chan dong man dém vang 1én trong
Luc Anh Trang, at ca giong Kuratani.

“Aja...”

“Sao thé?”

Toi giat minh, 18p tic chay vé phia phong 2-C, “Bac Mizujiri!”

Vita m@ ctra thi 1ap titc dung phdi bac Kine dang cudng quyt chay ao ra.
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“Gi thé, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Cheét... chét... chét roi...” Bac Kine c6 nhao ra khéi ctra, x6 bat t6i lui
vao hanh lang, r6i ngoi thup xudng dat, nguwdi mém nhiin. “Cau Tsujii...
chét... chét r6i...”

“Bac noi gi?”

“Cheét... trong bon tam...”

Trong tinh hudng nay, choang vang so hai ciling la 1€ thuwong tinh. T6i
chang nghi nggi dugc nhiéu, chi hanh dong theo phén xa.

“Kuratani, cau trong nom bac dy nhé...”

Tai lap tire chay vao phong 2-C.

Qua ctra phong, ré trai la buong tam. Ctra khép ho, chac do bac Mizujiri
vira hé ra. Bén trong c6 tiéng nudc chay.

Tsujii chét trong dé sao?

Phong tam dang mu mit hoi nuwdc, la do voi nwdc néng van dang chay.

Trén nén gach bon riva la day voi hoa sen mau den cudn tron. T6i tién vao
bén trong lan khdi hoi nwéc khong dé y dén viéc wét tat chan.

Khuon madt cau ta dap don trong lan nwéc nong da bi nhudém dé. Toi hét
to, cam giac buén non dang trao nghen hong.

Puing nhw bac Mizujiri néi, Tsujii Yukihito da chét trong bon tam.

Noi bon tam mau trang, hai chan cau ta nho ra ngoai, ntta than trén chim
hoan toan duéi nudec...
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52
“Vay cudi cung, nguoi tén Tsujii dé da ty sat dung khong?” Kisako hoi.
Tay c6 6m chat hai vai dang run rdy, du trong phong dang bat 10 sudi.

“Pung vay!” Téi gat dau roi nhdp ngum ca phé, “Cau ta khong dé lai di
thw nhung trong phong c6 nhat ky, ding hon la so tay, da ghi r6 tat ca.”

“Rang anh ta la hung thu sat hai bon dia tré?”

“Pung! Trong do viét 10 tai sao lai ndy ra y do giét choc, qua trinh pham
t0i... Cau ta dau kho vi rai vao tinh trang bé tac khong thé sang tac. Bao chi
va ti vi déu da dang tin ca r6i.”

Kisako cau may thé dai. “That la toi te!”

“Pugc biét, cau ta khong chi suy nhwge than kinh ma con... nén noéi thé
nao nhi, roi vao trang thai dién loan. Ma ding la ¢ cau ta toat ra cam giac
nay that.”

“Anh ta héa dién roi sao?”

“Chac thé. T6i tirng ké v6i em roi thi phai? Chuyén cuon tiéu thuyét ma
cau ta bat tay sang tac ttr mua hé nam ngoai ay.”

“Céi truyén 1ay nha anh Hiryu lam béi canh ay ha? Hinh nhw 1a An mang
tai Nhan Hinh Qudn?”

“Pung r6i.”

Chinh t6i cling rung minh, du trong nha khong hé lanh.

“Nhan dé ay ciing dwgc ghi trong so tay cda cau ta.”

«0)?”

“Tsujii mo ta ti mi qua trinh giét ngwdi ciia minh, do chinh 1a ‘hoat dong
sang tac’ cua cau ta. E rang chinh cau ta ciing khong y thitc duwoc viéc lam
ctia minh.”

“Thurc qua tan nhan!” Kisako lai thé dai, c6 dwa mat nhin ra ngoai ctta so.

Hom do la sam t6i tht Tw, ngay 20 thang Giéng. T6i qua, Kisako da tr@
lai Kyoto, c0 goi dién cho toi, hen hom nay gap nhau ¢ quan Lai Mong.

Hom kia, Kisako dang & qué, nhd doc bao ma biét tin vé cai chét cua
Tsujii Yukihito va chuyén cau ta chinh la hung thu cia chuoi vu an sat hai
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tré em. CO noéi dinh goi dién cho toi ngay, nhung vi da du dinh hom sau sé
trd lai Kyoto nén hoan dén t6i qua méi goi va hen gap & day.

Toi ngay 18, t0i cling nhan dugc dién thoai tir Kakeba Hisashige, néi la
toi nay sé cung Kisako dén day dé ca ba gap mat, nhung hinh nhv cau ta lai
c6 viéc gap nén khong thé di duoc.

To6i thit Bay tuan truedc, ngay 16, sau khi phat hién ra xac Tsujii Yukihito,
ca khu nha nao loan.

T6i bdo Kuratani bdo canh sat roi & bén canh bac gai Mizujiri dén ldac ay
van chwa ditng 1én dwoc. Lat sau, vai xe canh sat dén noi. Ho kiém tra hién
treong, thu thdp ching ct, lién tuc thdm van chiing t6i.

Tsujii da tat thé trong bon tam.

Pong mach canh bj cat, cau ta chét vi mat mau qua nhiéu. Canh sat cho
rang cau ta hon mé tr trwdc, ro6i chim vao nwdc nong trong bon tam. Phap y
kiém tra thay phoi chita nhiéu nuwéc, cho nén ngat thé 1a nguyén nhan tryc
tiép dan dén tr vong.

Con dao dung dé cita c6 chim sau tan day bon, hién van chwra biét c6 phai
con dao cua Tsujii hay khong.

Du cudi cung ho két luan rang cau ta tw sat trong trang thai than kinh
khong binh thwdng nhung vao thoi diém bat dau diéu tra, canh sat van tinh
dén kha nang cau ta bi sat hai. Vi thé ttr toi, bac gai Mizujiri cho dén tirng vi
khach dang tro trong Nhan Hinh Quan déu bi tham van ki cang.

Tién hanh thdm van va kham nghiém hién trwong xong, kha nang nay da
dwgc loai triv. Trwedce khi xac dinh Tsujii la hung thu giét ngwoi hang loat, nha
chitc trach da c6 mot so can ct chitng té cau ta da tu sat.

Noi don gian, d6 la ‘an mang trong phong kin’ ma cac truyeén trinh tham
van hay miéu ta. Cu thé hon, cdi chét cua Tsujii xay ra khi can phong ctia
cau ta khong c6 mat nguwdi nao khac. B&i vay, nhiéu kha nang la cau ta ty
sat. Suy luan mot cach logic la nhu vay.

Trwdc tién, néi vé can phong 2-C cta Tsuijii.

Nhuv 10i lam chitng cta t6i va bac gai Mizujiri, ctta phong dang khoa,
canh sat cling xac nhan ctra s6 chot tiv bén trong. Tuy nhién, khong loai trie
kha nang hung tht san c6 chia khoéa ctra nén c6 thé vao phong dé dang, bdi
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vay, chwa thé két luan la tu sat ngay duwgc. Tuy nhién, canh sat da phat hién
ra mot phong kin khac, bén canh can phong 2-C nay.

T&i day thi thoi gian t* vong cia Tsujii trd thanh van dé dang ban.

Tsujii di lam vé dén nha khodng 9 gid t6i. Biéu nay dwgc xac nhan bai 10i
lam chitng cta bac gai Mizujiri rang da nhin thay cau ta ¢ sanh tang mat,
cung 10i lam chitng cua toi rang sau dé cé nghe tiéng buwdc chan cau ta vé
phong, cu thé 1a vao lic 9 gid 15 phuit toi.

Chirng nita gio sau, noi lam goi dién dén thong bao vGi Tsujii vé viéc diéu
chinh gio 1am, nén khi phat hién ra xac cau ta la quang 10 gio dém. Két qua
kham nghiém ti thi cling cho thay cau ta t¥ vong vao khoang thoi gian nay.

Nhv vay, trong khoang thoi gian trén, hung thu da dot nhap vao phong 2-

Chi c6 hai 16i dé vao dugc phong 2-C.

Mot 1a di qua hanh lang tang hai, vong dén budng cau thang phia truéc
phong.

Hai la di vong tit sau nha lén theo buéng cau thang tang mot qua 16i ctra
sau.

biéu tra vién sau khi x4ac dinh r6 khong c6 ai an nap trong phong 2-C,
trong cac buong cau thang tang mot va tang hai, anh ta lién xem xét ctra sau,
nhuwng khu vire d6 pha day tuyét tich tu tir sam t6i.

8 gio t6i thi tuyét nging roi, nén néu hung thu 1én vao ctra sau roi lén
phong 2-C giét ngudi, xong xubi lai tron ra theo ctra sau thi phai dé lai dau
chan. Tuy nhién, & day khong hé c6 dau vét nao.

Céc diéu tra vién cling da can than tim kiém, khong chi quanh ctra sau, ma
ca tir san truedc cho dén tién sanh, va 16i di ngwoc lai dan dén cira vao phong
1-D cua 6ng mu Kizugawa Shinjo, nhung qua la trén mat tuyét chat day
khong hé cé dau chan nao.

Phia Bac buong cau thang tang hai c6 m6t ban cong nhé nho ra. Nhung
ctra ban cong da dugc khoa lai tir bén trong, tuyét dong ngoai ban cong ciing
khong c6 dau vét gi khac la.
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Buong cau thang tang mot c6 hai canh ctra, mot cai ngan cach véi hanh
lang tang mot, cai kia thong dén phong 1-D. Tuy nhién, nhin qua la biét
ngay hai ctta nay khong thé st dung. Canh ctra ngan véi hanh lang thi bi mét
chiéc ta rat to dat ¢ buéng cau thang chan mat, khong thé dong mé gi dugc.
Con canh ctra kia bi 6p van dong dinh chot chat ti phia dai sanh, dwong nhw
c6 y cam st dung. Nhan day néi thém, t6i hom do, 6ng Kizugawa da di lam
nhw moi ngay nén phong 1-D khong c6 ai hét. L

Vay thi chi con 16i di thit hai, tic di qua hanh lang tang hai ma vao phong
2-C. Nhung hung tha hoan toan khong di 16i nay. Sw that ay dwoc xac thuc
bé&i chinh 11 lam chitng ctia toi. ==

Tsujii vé dén nha Iic 9 gio 15 phuat. Bac gai Mizujiri t6i goi cau ta xuéng
nghe dién thoai vao 9 gio 50 phut. Trong khoang thoi gian do khong co ai
qua lai hanh lang céd. Diéu nay t6i c6 thé khang dinh, vi t6i & trong phong
sudt, lo dang xem ti vi. Gia nhw ¢6 ai di ngang qua hanh lang, nhat dinh t6i
sé nhan ra nho am thanh co6t két ctia van san.

Khong chi c6 vay, trong khoang thai gian do, téi con dé mé canh ctra dan
ra hanh lang cho thodng. Cttra mé& ra ngoai, chan gan hét chiéu rong hanh
lang. Mu6n di qua dé dén phong 2-C thi phai day cira vao mdi c6 16i di. Dau
toi dang ngoi quay lwng veé phia doé thi chac chan van cdm nhan dwgc chuyén
dong va nghe tiéng cot két trén san.

C cho la hung tha buéc di khong tao ra tiéng dong thi han cling phai
nhdy qua phia trén canh ctra chdn hanh lang, toi m@i khong nhan ra dugc.

Sau khi lam rd cac van dé néi trén, lai c6 duge cudn soé tay trong phong,
canh sat két luan rang Tsujii da ty sat. Hon nita, sau khi déi chiéu van tay
trong cac vu giét hai tré em vdi van tay Tsujii thi tinh chan thyc cta néi
dung cudn so ciing dugc xac nhan.

“Anh Hiryu, em da nghi...” Kisako bong nghiém giong noéi, “Anh xem,
ké 1au nay van de doa anh, c6 phai la ga Tsujii nay khong?”

Hom kia néi chuyén vdi Kakeba qua dién thoai, cau ay cling dwa ra gia
thuyét twong tu.

“Em cho rang c6 thé la thé khong?” Tdi hoi cti dau.
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Kisako chép mat. “Khéng phai la khong thé. Mot tén dam giét hai bon
dita tré vo6 t6i, néu han nhom ngo tai san cta anh... Piéu nay, hdm nay em
da nghe anh Kakeba néi. L& nao khong phdi? Néu thé thi...”

“Y em 13, ké da phéng héa dét nha ciing 1 hn...”

“Cling khong c6 gi la ca.”

“Em phan tich... ké cling c6 ly!” T6i bubn ba tra 1di, phan nao dé ciling
muon tin rang tat cd moi chuyén déu sinh ra tr sy dién ro caa Tsujii.

Han c6 biét t0i 16i cua t6i cach day hai mwoi tdim nam hay khong thi t6i
khong chac chan dwgc. Gid nhw han khong biét gi that, moi hanh dong xuat
phat tir si dién cu6ng cua han, réi ca bitc thw viét tay, déu chi la ngau nhién
lién quan t6i toi 16i trong qua khit cda t6i. Kha nang nay c6 thé xay ra.

“Thé a?” Kisako néi, doi mo6i phét hong né nu cwoi, “Chac chan la thé
r6i! Cho nén, tt* nay anh khéng phai lo lang gi nita. Ptung khong?”

“Pung vay!” Téi mo ho gat dau.

Khong phai lo lang gi nita.

Co6 ding thé khong?

To6i rat mong la vay. Tuy nhién, cho dén gi®, van con mot bi an khong 10i
giai...

Tao da tim thdy mét ké nita nhw may.

Cau nay viét trong birc thw cudi cung gwi cho t6i. La y gi?

“Anh a...” Kisako mim cwoi rang rd, “Hom nay, em con nghe anh
Kakeba noi rang, ban ctia anh la anh Shimada sap dén Kyoto, phai khong?”

“Cau dy ciling no6i cho em biét a?” T6i guwgng cudi, “Anh ay dang rat ban,
nhung cling bao 1a néu ranh roi thi nhat dinh sé dén.”

“Néu anh ay dén, anh cho em gap véi nhé?”

“Em c6 hirng thu voi anh Shimada a?”

“Puang! Rat hitng thi.” Kisako tinh nghich nhay mat, “Em... em khong
thich néi chuyén véi nhitng ngudi cung tudi. Nhitng ngwdi 16n tudi hon nhw
anh va anh Kakeba sé biét nhiéu diéu ma em chwa dwoc trai nghiém. Pung
khong? Cho nén...”
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Nhitng nam thang rat xa x0i, tt* hoi con la tré nit, cach day hai muoi
tam nam.

Ngay hom d6. O noi d6. Am thanh dé. Giong néi do.

Bau troi cao. Lan gi6 thu diu diu. Nhitng déa hoa dé tham. T6i ngoi bén
dwong tau héa. Tay cam hon da. Tt xa vong lai tiéng dong am am ctia doan
tau.

Canh sac vut bién doi. Xac doan tau trat banh 1at nghiéng.

D6 vat trén mat dat, nhitng bong den cong queo bi de bep.

Me 0i, me & dau? Me oi!... T6i vira khoc vira goi.

.. Nhitng déa hoa dé tham....

... Bau troi do ruc...

.. Hai vét trai dai...
.. Hai bong den...
.. Dong nudc...

... Médt nuéc dap don...

bay la...

Anh...

Anh...?

Tsujii Yukihito da chét. Gap lai Kisako sau thoi gian vang bong, ngon Itra
hy vong trong toi lai dwgc nhen 1én.

L& do thi di ngg, tinh tdo thi thitc day. Pén quan ca phé Lai Mong. Ngoi
trong xwong va vé me Miwako. Kisako goi dién cho t6i hai lan, tim toi dap
manh, nhw mot thiéu nién lan dau cdm nhan tinh yéu.

Trong nhitng ngay binh thuwdng lap di lap lai dy, cung v6i dy cdm khong
lanh mét 1an nita dang 1én trong 1ong, t6i cam nhan dugc ‘sy xao dong’ ci&
ngay mot 1on.

Chiéu tht Hai, ngay 15 thang Giéng. Luc nay, t6i khong thé khong
cong nhan linh cdm ctia minh la dang.
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N6 bat nguon twr bire thw thi tw givi dén.

Dd nhd ra roi chir? May da nhd ra tat cd, dung khéng? Tao da thanh todn
cdi ké giong may. Tiép theo sé dén lugt may.

T6i xudng dai sanh tang dwéi, dang chuan bi dén quan Lai Mdng thi bac
gai Mizujiri vao dwa birc thw. Nhin phong bi véi kiéu chit viét quen thudc,
toi thay tim minh nhw ngtrng dap.

Tsujii Yukihito khong phai la hung thu.

bung thé, khong phai cau ta!

Hung thu van con song.

Han van ton tai trén doi va dang rap tam ham hai toi.

Khong di ra tién sanh nita, to6i chay ngoat tré lai xwdng vé. Hai tay run
ray, toi mé thw ra doc.

Tao dd thanh todn cdi ké giong may.

T6i dan mat vao cau nay.

Tao da thanh todn cdi ké giong may.

Thé nay la y gi?

Trong gidy lat, dau 6c t6i trong rong.

R6i t6i tim dugc cau tra 10i.

Liéu co phai...

Tsujii Yukihito la... céi ké giong t6i?

Gan day, trong nhitng nguwdi quanh tdi chi cé Tsujii chét, ké viét thu nay
da thanh toan cau ta sao? Va, han bao cho toi biét cau ta 1a mot ké giong t6i?

Nhung...

Tsujii ty sat, diéu nay da qua ro rang, khong con gi phdi nghi ngd nita.
Hay la...

Hay la, t6i h6m ay han da dung thu doan nao d6 ma ching téi khong ngo
t6i dé dot nhap phong 2-C, can phong kin ay?

That khoé hiéu, dang ngd, dang sg, nhitng cam xtic hon don dan xen thanh
mot xody nwdc quay cuong trong tam tri toi. Bung lic ay...

... Bau troi do ruc...

https://thuviensach.vn



Cung cam giac té dai phia sau dau...

... Hai vét trai dai...

Phong canh chap chon an hién...

... Hai bong den...

Bau troi do ruec.

Khong phai bau troi ic d6. Khong phai bau troi ltic t6i muén dirng doan
tau lai.

Hai bong den.

Hai bong den ay la gi? A, t6i da nhé nham. Bong den khong phai duong
ray, khong phai duong ray, ma la... Bong hai dwa tré con?

... Dong nuac...

Nhitng ménh ghép vd&i hinh dang khac nhau.

... Mat nwéc chao di...

Hinh dang khac nhau.

Anh...

Anh...

Anh...?

“May nhé ra r6i ch?” Han héi t6i, “May da nhé ra tat ca roi, phai
khong?”

“A...” Toi cham cham lac dau, roi hit thé that sau. “Troi oi... thi ra la
thé.”

Thi ra nhitng manh ghép ay chinh la...

Puing! Tw khi vé bitc tranh nay vao nam ngodi, to6i da cam thay cé diéu gi
dé khong thue su hai hoa.

C6 diém khéc la. O dau do.

Vi du nhw ‘bau troi dé rye’, hay ‘hai cai béng den’... Bung! Thi ra la thé!

Van con mét manh ghép to6i phai nhd ra.
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Mot ngay mua thu cach day hai mwoi tam nam.

T6i sdu tudi, 1a mot dia tré tinh tinh nhit nhat, thé chat yéu, rat sg cha, vo
cung yéu thwong me, rat hay nap sau lwng me.

Hom do, vi chi mudn niu gitt me nén td6i da pham sai lam. Sau khi me
mat, t6i mdi hiéu ra 16i 1am cia minh. Khong con cach nao khac, t6i ké cho
cha sy that, 6ng ra lénh cho t6i phai quén di tat ca. Téi da nghe theo 10i cha.
Nhung...

Khong lau sau dam tang ctia me, c6 ngwaoi da thi tham vdi toi. ..

“Tao biét rat ro.”

Giong noi quen thudc cta thang bé & cung khu pho.

“Chinh mat tao da thay.”

T6i dudi theo n6, nhung né 1é 1wdi, mim cwoi roi chay di.

T6i nhé hom dé dang trén duwong tan hoc vé nha, khéng biét tir Itic nao,
toi da chay dén bén bo song.

“May dat hon da len dvong ray cha gi?”

Bau troi dé nhuw mau. Rang chiéu nhudém tham bai song.

“Tao da nhin thay hét!”

Hoa bi ngan dung dwa theo gio.

“Tao chwa n6i cho ai biét!”

Bong hai dia ching toi trai ra rat dai.

“Chac may cling khong muon tao ké ra véi ai chi?” N6 vira cudi vira
bwdc lai gan t6i dang ditng nhuw troi trong, “Néu bi ngwdi ta biét, thi dau phai
chuyén dua nhi? May sé la hung thu giét nguoi!”

N6 cao hon t6i, no ciing di hoc trudc toi.

N6 gio ngén tay choc mét cai vao vai t6i, roi 16t chiéc mii bong chay toi
dang doi trén dau.

“Tang tao cai nay nhé!” N6 vira cwdi ha hd vira cam mi ctda t6i doi 1én
dau minh, “Ké tir nay, tao bado gi may déu phai nghe! Néu khong, tao sé noi
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toac cho moi ngwoi biét chuyén may da lam. Thang Hiryu la ké giét nguai,
may la hung tha giét nguwoi, hung tha...”

Hung tha giét nguoi.

N6 lién tuc goi téi nhu thé.

R6i n6 quay nguwdi di, hai tay chong nanh, vira nhin dong séng vira nhéch
mép cuoi. “Nghe ro chwa? May noi gi di chi?”

Dttt 101, n6 quay lai nhin t6i.

“Sao ha, Hiryu giét nguoi, may da giét cd me may nita!”

Mot ngon Itta bong bung 1én trong tdm hon bé nho.

“Aaa...” Toi van hét sic lyc gao 1én, cidi thdp ngwdi va lao dau vé phia
no. Sau do...

Duéi anh hoang hon, mat song loang loang sac do nhv mau, nwdc ban
tung len!

Toi doat lai cai mii bong chay. Mi nay, me mua cho t6i. N6 bi toi x0 nga,
trgt xuong doc ke roi nga xuéng séng.

Song rat sau, nwdc chay xiét.

Co ¢, n6 boi khong thao, hai tay vira dap loan xa vira tém 1dy mat ke xi
mang, nhung né nhanh choéng kiét sitc, cudi cung bi dong nwdc nudt chirng.

“Anh 0i!” Mai cho dén khi n6 hoan toan bién mat trong dong nwdc, toi
m&i kéu 1én dugc hai tiéng, “Anh gi!”

T6i nhd ra roi, thi ra van con mot sy viéc nhu thé.

“Anh...” La tiéng t6i da goi né. La dira tré ma khi con nho, t6i da tu tay
giét chét.

Tao dd tim thdy mot ké nita nhu may.

Y ctia ké viét thu, t6i da hiéu ra.

Han biét Tsujii Yukihito la hung thu sat hai 1 tré, han coi t6i 16i cta toi
cach day hai muoi tam nam hét nhuw tdi ac cua Tsujii Yukihito.

Cho nén, han giét Tsujii Yukihito vé&i tw cach ctia quan toa, ciing la ly do
han dinh giét toi.

Cai xac tré em ¢ con muong Kitashirakawa.
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A, rala vay!

Théang Tam nam ngodai dén quan Lai Mdng, lan dau tién t6i cam thdy ‘xao
dong’...

Mau tin dang trén bao t6i ngau nhién doc dugc. Khong chi c6 mau tin vu
tai nan tau hoa dang bén canh ma ngay ca vu giét hai tré em ciing la mot
trong nhitng nguyén nhan ggi lai ky @c trong toi.

Phat hién thi thé mét em bé bi giét duéi muong Kitashirakawa.

Mau tin dy da ggi lai toi 16i cda t6i trong qua khi.

Con muong Kitashirakawa, thi thé mot em bé bi giét... Xac tré con noi
trén madt song.

Tai nan tau hoa.

Sat hai tré em.

Puang nhue hdan muon, t6i da nhd ra hai tgi 16i khung khiép ctia minh. Chi
chua nhd ra tén diva bé do.

T6i nhé khudon mat mo 4o cua no.

Mat tron tron, anh mat wong nganh, do6i mat nhé dai, mau nau... ma so
vOi mau nau thi...

Tén no... Tén nod la...

Anh...

Chiu, khong thé nhé ra.

Tiép theo sé dén lugt may.

Han da canh béo toi.

Tire 14, sau khi giét ma Sawako va Tsujii, han sé giét t6i. To6i budc phai
chét sao?

Trong dau t6i bong hién ra khuén mat twoi cwoi cia Michizawa Kisako,
bén tai t6i cling vang vang giong ndi manh mé am 4p ctia anh Shimada
Kiyoshi.

T6i khong mudn chét.

Du vi ly do gi, du t6i dd pham 16i lam nghiém trong ra sao, toi ciing
khong muén chét.

Chot c6 tiéng chuong dién thoai vong dén doi tai da dong cting vi lanh
cua toi.
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... Shimada!

T6i vira cau khan vira nhac 6ng nghe 1én.
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“Tsujii Yukihito bi hung tht coi la ban sao cua Hiryu Soichi roi giét
ludn. Ra thé...” Shimada tram tinh noi.

To6i thuat lai cho Shimada nhitng chuyén xdy ra ké tir cudc dién thoai
tredc cua anh.

“Nhung, Hiryu! Trong hoan canh cau mo td, Tsujii Yukihito khong thé bi
sat hai duogc.”

“Pung thé!” T6i gat dau that manh, “Vi dé la moi treong phong kin...”

“Phong kin a...” Shimada ha thap giong, “Cau ndi la ctra s6 phong chot tw
bén trong, liéu c6 dau vét bi tac dong gi khong?”

“Dung kim hay chi giong nhw trong may tiéu thuyét trinh tham phai
khong?”

“Phai!”

“Toi khong ro nita. Nhung kho ma thyc hién dugc, vi phong cua Tsujii
Yukihito trén tang hai, mat dat thi phu tuyét va khéng c6 dau chan ai ca.”

“Thuce sy 1a khéng c6 dau chan u?”

“Vang.”

“Hai canh ctra & tang mot déu khong mé duwgc, phai khéng?”

“Vang.”

“Ciing khong c6 ai di qua hanh lang bén ngoai phong cau dang ngo6i. Néu
chiing ta van cho rang Tsujii bi giét thi chi con lai mot kha nang.”

“Mot kha nang?”

“Ba Mizujiri la hung tha!” Shimada lanh lung noi.

T6i kinh ngac kéu 1én mot tiéng.

“T6i da nghi dén kha nang nay.”

“Ba ta dung chia khoéa san c6 m@ ctta budc vao, lic d6 Tsujii van con
song. Ba ta di vao, giét hai gitta ltic cau ta tdm rita. Sau d6 gia vo la minh
phat hién ra xac chét!”

“Nhung...”
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“Cau khong thé tan thanh nhan dinh nay chi gi?”

“Pung vay.”

“Chinh t6i cling thdy khong 6n. Qua guwong ép. Chang han, ba Mizujiri
goi ctra mai, néu Tsujii con song thi tai sao khong tra 16i? Va mdt ba gia 61
tudi c6 thé nhanh chéng giét nguwdi nhw thé khong? Ba ta bat chot x6ng vao
nha tam, tai sao Tsujii khong c6 phan tng gi? Néu cau ta kéu l1én thi cau phai
nghe thay chi? Ngoai ra, con nhiéu mac mitu khong thé giai thich...”

“Thoi, cho qua! Cé thé loai trtr kha nang ba ay la nghi pham di. Va vu 4n
lai cang tré nén khé hiéu. Hung tha dot nhap vao r6i trén ra nhuw thé nao?
Cau nghi sao?”

Toi khong néi khong rang, vi trong dau tuyét nhién khong thay manh méi
gi hét.

“Cau thay tac ti phai khéng? T6i cho rang minh da am chi kha rd rang.”
Shimada noi.

“Am chi?” T6i ngac nhién, “Y anh I anh da biét roi a?”

“Pai khai thé. Vé logic thi chi c6 mot cach, va ciling du diéu kién dé thuc
hién.”

“Anh noi di, hung thu da...”

“Vira roi toi da ngam ggi y cho cau r6i, khong phdi sao? Lan dau tién cau
nghe thay cac tin titc lién quan, la vao mua thu nam kia.”

“Mua thu nam kia?”

Hoi d6 t6i dang nam vién, & Shizuoka.

“Mua thu nam kia cau nghe t6i ké vé sy kién do6. Nao, bay gio da nhé ra
chua?”

Tin titc ma Shimada néi cho t6i biét? Khi anh dy vao vién tham t6i...

Toi da nho ra.

“Ong Nakamura Seiji! Anh néi ngdi nha ndy, Nhan Hinh Quan, cé lién
quan dén ong ta a?”

“Ding thé!”

“Nhung tai sao...”
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“Chac cau da quén diéu to6i n6i. Cac cong trinh do kién tric su ky la
Nakamura Seiji thiét ké chac chan phai c6 mét dac trung nao do.”

“A, nhé ra r6i.” Bay gio, t6i méi thuc sy hiéu y anh Shimada, “Tc 1a...”

Mua thu cach day hai nam, gitta Iic buon chan vi phai nam vién dai ngay,
toi da nghe anh Shimada ké vé vu Thuy Xa Quan, nhan thé n6i dén cac
‘Quan’ khac...

“Ong ta thich b6 tri cac chét then bi hiém, ding khong?”

“Vay la cau da nhd ra. T6i nén nhan manh sém hon méi phai.” Shimada
néi, “Trong cac cong trinh do minh thiét ké, Nakamura Seiji thich bo tri mot
vai thiét bi c6 vé nhw tro dua kiéu tré con. Pay la s& thich hodc goi la tinh
cach 1ap di cta 6ng ta cling dwgc. Nghe noi, sau khi ban bac thong nhat vGi
chu nha, 6ng ta sé lam nhitng cai ta chim, 16i di hodac can phong bi mat,
tham chi 6ng ta con tu y lap dat cac chot lay.”

“Y anh Shimada 1a nha t6i cling c6 nhitng chét then nhw thé 4?” T6i hoi.

“Co 1é vay.” Shimada tra 10i, “Chiing nam trong Nhan Hinh Quan, it ra la
nam trong phong 2-C cta Tsujii. Cling c6 thé ché nao d6 & buong cau thang
bén ngoai 6 16i di bi mat.”

“L6i di bi mat...”

“Po sé la cau tra 10i cho phong kin.”

“Hung thu khong can di tir ctra sau tang duwdi hodc di ngang qua phong
cau. Co6 16i di bi mat dy, han sé khong dé lai dau chan trén tuyét, cling khong
bi cau phat hién, dé dang vao phong ctia Tsujii ro6i lai tron ra.” Shimada néi
chac nhuv dinh dong cot. “T6i con ngd rang, xwdng vé ma cau dung dé lam
viéc cling c6 16i di bi mat.”

“O day ciing c6 16i di bi mat a?” T6i bat gidc ngoanh nhin khip xung
quanh.

“Pung thé! Vu ma no canh trong xwéng vé nam ngodi ro rang la xay ra
trong khong gian khép kin, khong ai c6 chia khoa so cua. Chung ta ciling da
tinh dén kha nang nhiéu nguwdi cung nhéac ca canh ctra sang bén, nhung hau
nhv khong thé thyc hién. Khu nha cta cau lai lién quan dén kién triuc suw
Nakamura Seiji thi xac sudt ton tai 16i di bi mat la khéa 16n. Ca trong khu nha
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chinh da bi chay chac ciling c6 ddy. Nhw vay, néu hung thua biét dugc cac 16i
di nay thi khong can chia khoa cling c6 thé vao nha chinh nhu thwong.”

Nakamura Seiji xdy dyng Nhan Hinh Quan va thiét ké 16i di bi mat &
day?!

T6i bong rung minh, lai nhin quanh phong.

Tuwong xi mang day chac, vang 6. San lat van go mau den. Tran cao.
Nhitng thanh xa gb ngang doc. O nhé théng gi6... Chd nao cé thé cé 16i di
bi mat chit?

Hung thu dé dang dot nhap vao day bang 16i di d6. To6i ngoi trong nay,
chinh la con mo6i dé han nap sau canh ctra quan sat. C6 1é thé, c6 1é ngay lic
nay cling...

"Anh Shimada.” T6i thi tham vao 6ng nghe, c6 nén dé khong hét to 1én.
“Tw nay toi nén lam thé nao...”

Lam thé nao day?

T6i lubn nam trong tam giam sat cta han. Du t6i can than dén may thi han
van c6 thé nau minh trong 16i di bi mat va rinh rap sat bén t6i.

“Cau khong viéc gi phai sg.” Shimada n6i, “Chi can than trong hon la
dugc. Giét nguwdi dau phai chuyén dé dang nhu thé.”

“Nhung anh Shimada...”

“T6i chi khong yén tam vé nhitng toi 16i cau vira ké thoi.” Shimada bong
khé noéi, nhw thé dang 1am bam mot minh. “Hiryu, cau khong nhd ra tén cau
bé bi cau day nga xudng song sao?”

“Khong nhg.”

“Thé thi... chd chit nhé...”

“C6 chuyeén gi a?”

“Khong! C& chd mot 1at...” Shimada hoi ap tng, “Dé t6i nghi...”

“Anh Shimada!” T6i 16n tiéng goi. “T6i xin anh hdy mau dén day.”

“Hiryu!”

“T6i don doc, du c6 dén may ciing khong thé tw bado vé minh. Néu anh
dén dwgc...”

“Hiryu, cau nghe toi ndi nhé, du toi...”

“Anh van dang rat ban a?”
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“Khong, khong phai.”

“Thé thi anh dén vdi t6i ngay di, Shimada!” T6i bong trao nwdc mat. “Xin
anh, xin anh mau dén day véi t6i, dugc khong?”

“T6i hiéu. Hiéu roi! Pugc! Toi sé dén Kyoto mot chuyén. Toi vira nhé ra
mot chuyén. Thé nay vay, hai ba hom nita toi sé 1én dwong dén cho cau. May
ngay nay, nhat dinh phai nang cao canh gidc vdi tat cd moi nguoi, dugc
chi?”

Ga bat cuoi.

Cang luc cang khodi tra, c khung khuc trong c6 hong. Pa giét xong
ngwoi phu nit ké dy goi la ma roi.

Do6i mo6i mim chat caa ga lanh lung nhéch 1én.

Ciing da giét thang cha giong nhu ké ay.

Tat ca déu do t6i 16i ctia ké ay. Tai 16i cua Hiryu Soichi. Lan sau, lan sau
sé dén luot ké dy... Khong, cho da. Trudce do. ..

Trudc dé...

Pung, trede d6 van con mot ngwoi can phai giét. Van con mét diva, chi
con mot dira.

Con dan ba dy cling dang chét!
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C6 ké bam theo.

Bong nhién, c6 c6 cam giac nay.

Tw lac nay, co da bi bam theo.

Michizawa Kisako dirng bwdc, cang tai lang nghe. C6 cam thay tiéng
buwdc chan dang sau ciling dirng lai.

Co lang 1é ngodi dau nhin.

Co dang dirng trong san truong, khoa Nong nghiép cua Dai hoc K, phia
Bac dai 16 Imadegawa.

Con duong chay thang t6i cong chinh. Gitta nhitng cay ngan hanh da rung
hét 14 1a nhitng ngon den lap 16a anh huynh quang dung duc.

Khung canh tira h6 mot biec anh den trang da bac mau. Bén duwong la cai
bong xam xit khong chut sinh khi cta toa nha khu nghién cttu. Gi6 dong
bu6t gia lanh lung th6i vao dam cdy c6i run rady xao xac.

San truong gitta déem khong mot bong nguoi.

Chac chi la than hén nat than tinh thoi.

Kisako nhin dong ho r6i rdo buéc.

Pung la rat khuya, da qua 12 gio dém.

Thit Nam, ngay 28 thang Giéng. Kisako & lai lam nét cong viéc trong
phong nghién cttu chung tir sdm t6i. Cong viéc do Kakeba Hisashige giao
cho.

Kakeba vtra la trg giang ¢ truong vira lam viéc cho mot cong ty quy
hoach hoi dang ngd. Anh thwong giao cho may sinh vién phong nghién cttu
nhitng phan viéc thudc phan sy cia minh, vé trién 1am ky la trong hoi cho,
cudc diéu hanh trong 1é cting té & Osaka... Mu6n hinh mu6n vé va cling rat
tha vi, phac thao ra thi 1am nhung thue hién dwgce lai chang c6 bao nhiéu.
Tuy nhién thu lao kha hau hi, chang t6i gi ma tw chaéi.

Lan nay la don dat hang cia mot cong ty trang tri ndi that trong thanh
pho, ho mu6én Kakeba nghién cttu viét phan thuyét minh cho cac tdm anh
cta catalog. Kisako hoc xong tiét bon, vira budc vao phong nghién citu,
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Kakeba Hisashige lién noi, ‘C6 dén that ding lic, anh dang rau hét ca nguoi
day’. Sau do anh giao viéc cho co.

Nhiém vu phai hoan thanh trong t6i nay, Kisako ciling dang ranh r6i nén
thodi mai nhan 10i. Nhung thyc khong dé dang gi. Doi tac yéu cau khat khe
da thit, nén mai dén lic ndy c6 mdi lam xong hai mwoi trang anh nhét day
bon tram chi¥.

“Co vat va qua!” Kakeba thé phao, “Mudn qua r6i, anh sé 1ai xe dwa co
ve.”

“Khong can a. Anh Kakeba con nhiéu viéc chia lam xong kia ma, anh c
hoan thanh nét di!”

Nghe c6 ndi vay, Kakeba Hisashige guwong cuoi, dwa tay vo mai téc bu
xU.

“Tinh anh van thé, toan lan lita dé r6i nwdc dén chan mdi nhay. Néu em
khong dén thi anh sé gidi quyét ra sao?” Kisako tréu choc tra diia Kakeba,
coi nhw bu dap cho ca t6i c6 phai nhoc nhan.

“U, phai! L& ra khong nén thé ndy.” Kakeba dui d6i méit ngéi ngt, “Tai
hom qua bong nhién anh mu6n di xa...”

“Pi xa?”

“U! Kiéu du lich trong ngdy thdi.”

“Bo gio 1én 16p dé di du lich a?”

“Phai!”

“Pi dau?”

“Thoi... hom khac anh sé cho c6 biét.” Kakeba do du roi lai gai dau. “Ma
co nén can than day! Khong can anh dwa veé that chit?”

“Anh dirng lo.”

“Cam on nhé, co gitp anh nhiéu qua.”

Lic nay, Kisako hoi hoi han vi da qua gitt ké khéng dé cho Kakeba dwa
Ve.

Twr treong vé nha, trede nay co van di dwong nay, nhung day la lan dau
tién co don doc veé luc nira dém.

COp... cop... Tiéng giay cao got go trén mat dwong nhwa. Kisako nhin cai
béng trai dai trudc mat, cam thay né khong thudc vé minh nita, hinh nhw n6
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dang tv y nhay nhét. Co bong ring minh véi twdng tiwgng ky quac do.

Minh sao thé nhi?

Sao bong nhién lai nhét cay thé nay?

Cach day ba hém, t6i thit Hai, Kisako goi dién cho Hiryu Soichi. Nhitng
cau noi cda anh van vang vang bén tai co.

Anh néi minh da nhé ra tat ca.

Hiryu nhan dugc bire thu thit tw. Tsujii Yukihito khong phai hung thu dinh
hai anh, ma thdm chi con la nan nhan ctia hung thu thye sy. Han ta bi coi la
Hiryu Soichi thi hai.

Tiép dén la mot toi 16i khac cta Hiryu, cach day hai muwoi tAm nam. Roi
Shimada Kiyoshi nhan dinh trong Nhan Hinh Quan c6 16i di bi mat do kién
triuc sw Nakamura Seiji thiét ké...

Hiryu run giong ké véi co nhitng chuyén néi trén. Roi néi tiép:

“Chi con diéu nay anh van khong thé nhd ra. Tén ctia dita bé bi anh giét
cach day hai mwoi tdm nam. Khong thé nhd ra, nhung anh van nghe thay
tiéng minh goi n6... Anh goi la ‘Anh...” Anh gi, thi nghi nat 6c van tac ti.”

Hom sau, cau chuyén dugc dwa dén tai Kakeba. Ngay 1ap titc, khuén mat
anh hién lén vé phitc tap, roi anh lam bam gi d6 mot minh.

Con Hiryu Soichi.

Qua tam trang va giong noi cua Hiryu, Kisako cdm nhan dugc sy am anh
ndng né trong do. Anh dang sg hai. Sy tram tinh trong tuyét vong chan
chwong, mac doi minh tréi vé noi xa lac.

Hiryu biét c6 ké muon hai minh nhung anh khong c6 y dinh lam to
chuyén, duwong nhién khong phdai anh khong hé ban tam. Anh sg hai, kho s&
vi diéu dd, anh chu y dé phong, nhung thuc ra dwong nhw da tuyét vong.

Néu & vao hoan canh cua anh, Kisako sé 1ap titc chay dén s& canh sat cau
cttu. Canh sat sé khong vi may bic thw nhw tro dua &y ma huy dong ca luc
lwvgng dé diéu tra, nhung du sao...

Con Kakeba, tai sao anh ta lai khong tich cyc gitp d ban minh nhi?

Kisako lan dau tién gap mot ngwoi dac biét nhw Hiryu Soichi. Vi thé, ké
tw thang Muoi hai gap nhau ¢ quan Lai Mong, co thuong goi dién cho anh
dé tro chuyén, hodc hen gdp mat. Vé tinh cam thi chwa c6 dau hiéu tién trién
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rd rét, nhung nguwoi dan 6ng ndng triu tam tw nay van co sttc hut that kho
dién ta doi v4i co. Su that 1a thé.

Bay gid anh ay thé nao r6i?

Sau khi nhan dwoc thong diép cudi (Tiép theo sé dén lwgt may), thi dém
nay anh ay song ra sao?

Chi khi ké rang Shimada Kiyoshi sé dén Kyoto trong thdi gian t6i thi
giong Hiryu mdi binh tinh hon mot chut.

Kisako nhé lai hom duwgc Hiryu moi dén nha, c6 da soc khi nhin thay
tranh cta anh trong xwong vé.

Twr dai bo phan céc tranh cho dén bitc hoa phong canh ky quai Cén trung
thoi gian, it nhiéu déu lién quan tdi cai chét.

Liéu c6 phai nhitng trdi nghiém dang sg hoi bé da khién Hiryu vé ra s6
tranh ay khong? Anh dung mau nguyén ban dé mé td da moi sac théi chét
ch6c khién nguwdi xem khong khéi rung rgn. Trong tranh ctia Hiryu, thw
khién ngwoi ta kinh hai nhat la...

Cop... cop... cop...

Kisako bong nhan ra c6 am thanh la xen lan tiéng bwéc chan cia minh.

Co lai dirng budc.

Co khong dam ngoanh lai nhin. Bung bdo da du ngoanh lai thi van chang
thay bong ai dau. Canh cong da & ngay triedc mat, di qua dé la ra dén dai 10
M.

La ai, ai bam theo minh?

Tim c6 bong dap loan 1én trong 16ng ngurc.

Ra dén dai 16 M, co ré phai. buong 16n vang bong ngudi, tham chi khéng
cO ca anh den xe.

Kisako di mot quang, cam giac bi bam theo van khong tiéu tan. Co khong
dam ngoanh lai nhin, hinh nhw c6 anh mat ai d6 dang cham cham khoan vao
lung c6, c6 cam thay thé.

Than kinh ctia ¢6 cang nhu day dan.

Khong lau sau do...

bi dén nga tu giao v6i con duwong chay doc muwong nuwéc, co ré trai. Di
duwgc vai budc, co nhan ra day la mot quyét dinh sai lam.
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Bén phai duong la muwong nuwdc tirng vot dugc xac dira bé bi Tsujii sat hai
vao mua heé nam ngoai, bén trai la hang rao chay dai, truéc mdt la dwong nho
toi den khong mot bong ngudi hay xe co.

Co bén quay tr@ lai dé ré 16i khac, nhung vira xoay ngudi thi chot kéu
“A...” mot tiéng vi nhin thdy mot bong den & chd giao vdi dai 16 M.

Gay r0i!

Co tham nghi. Ban nang thdi thic c6 1ap tic co chan chay thuc mang.

Tiéng nudc chdy. Tiéng gié lanh thoi. Canh 14 héo khé hitng gid, kéu xao
xac. bu thit am thanh hoa tron cting nhitng budc chan hon loan cua Kisako,
khién man dém run ray, khién mat dwong bang phang gid cling nhw nhap
nho song sanh.

Kisako nhu vira bi ném vao mot khoang khong gian thoi gian méo mo, roi
xubng vuc sau hinh cau van veo, hodc hinh bau duc khép kin dac quanh
khong khi.

C06 muon ding cho vitng trén mat duwong dang bong bénh nhung khong
thé. Co nga sup xudng.

Cam giac gia lanh cia mat duwong nhya truyén vao khuén mat, mot th
mui khé chiu xoc vao miii, la mui dat hay gi sat? Hai dau g6i dau € am.
Va...

Co tiéng buéc chan lai gan.

Nguy ro6i!

Phéi chay ngay, nhung doi chan c6 chang chiu nghe 16i.

Mubn kéu 1én nhung khong thanh tiéng. Tai dau dén hay sg hai?

“Tao phai giét may.”

Cau noi vang vang bén tai, giong lanh lung v cam.

“Tao phai giét may.”

Roi tiéng gi6 vut qua. Giay tiép theo la mot con dau khiang khiép noi vai
phai. Ké kia vung gay quat c6 nga guc xuong.

Tai sao...

Kisako khong hiéu ndi tai sao minh bi tan cong.

Tai sao?

Lai c6 tiéng gi6 vut qua 1an nita.
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“A.“”
Lan nay c0 bi vut vao lung.
“Dung... dung tay...” Co6 chat vat néi thanh tiéng. “Khéng! Citu t6i

»

7z

Voi...

Co6 kéu cttu cling vo ich, tiéng vung gay lai vang lén lan thi? ba.

Thé 1a hét... Minh sap chét. Kisako tuyét vong nham nghién mat.

bung vao lac nay...

“Durng lai!” Co ai do quat 1én.

... A?

“Dung tay lai!”

Tiéng buwdc chan chay dén rat nhanh.

“Khong dwoc giét c6 ay!”

Gi thé?

Tiéng chan ram rap. Tiéng thd hon hén.

Kisako vira dinh ngang dau lén thi thay mot vat dai dai vang xudng truéc
mat.

bay la...

Co hong c6 bong tac nghen.

Vat thon dai ay... la mot canh tay, canh tay trang tréo, hinh nhw bi chdt ra
tw ba vai.

“Co van 6n chit?” Giong nam gidi. Nguoi dy nam canh tay Kisako dd c6
day.

“0i...”

Kisako kéu lén, vi vai phdi va lung dau dir doi.

“Hu via, ngan can treo sgi toc! Vét thwong cia co thé nao? C6 dau lam
khong?... May vét thuvong nay khong dang ngai. Xuwong cot cé 1é cling
khong anh huédng gi.”

“Xin... xin héi...” Kisako tir t* nhom day, run ray nhin ngwdoi dan ong,
“Anh la...”

“Co la Michizawa Kisako phdi khong?” Anh ta thu tay vé, néi vGi giong
manh mé, “T6i la Shimada Kiyoshi, t6i da nghe Hiryu nhac dén c6. Hom
nay toi vra tt* Kyushu dén.”
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“Anh Shimada...”

“Nghe t6i n6i nhé, dém nay sé khong xay ra chuyén gi nita. C6 nén vé nha
ngay, nhd khéa ctta cho k§. Pugc chit? Ngdy mai... A khong, ciing titc 1a
hém nay r6i, ding 12 gid trva nay, mdi ¢6 dén Nhan Hinh Quéan. Khong van
de gi cht? Luc do, co sé hiéu ro tat ca.”

Anh ta néi lién m6t mach, r6i mac ké co ditng d6 ma voi va budc di.
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Thr Sau, ngay 29 thang Gieng.

Duwdi bau troi mua dong thap va t6i tam nang né twa nhw dang u sau cda
Kyoto, tdi ditng tredc toa nha ay.

Hang rao son tra, 14 xanh héo hon co rim. Tru cong bang da xam chen
gitta hang rao. Tdm bién cii k§ viét: Luc Anh Trang.

Gia rét kinh nguoi.

Gi6 lanh thau xwong hat tung mai téc. Toi dwa ban tay lanh céng lén git
toc, ngang nhin khu nha hai tang kiéu Tay phia bén trong.

Nha cua Hiryu Soichi, Nhan Hinh Quan do Nakamura Seiji thiét ké.

Twong xam. Noc nha xanh luc. Civa s6 mau trang nga kiéu Phap. Tat ca
dwong nhuw thu minh lai trong gia rét. Khodng san hoang vang, cdy cdi con
tro lai canh den, nhin nhw mot cai 16ng to twéng bao tron khu nha.

Nhan Hinh Quan, tdc pham ctia Nakamura Seiji.

Toi budc vé phia tién sanh Luc Anh Trang v6i mot tdm trang thuc khé
dién ta.

Luc di qua hai canh ctta md sang hai bén, toi nhan ra bén trong dai sanh
mo t6i c6 mot cai bong. D6 1a mbt nguwdi dan 6ng kha dam nguai.

Ong ta dang ditng mot minh canh canh cita phia bén phai. Khi toi buéc
vao dai sanh, ong ta dwong nhw giat minh, quay madt lai phia t6i. Khuon madt
vuong virc deo kinh ram, tay phai cam cay gay trang.

Dbuong nhién, ong ta la mot trong nhitng khach tro ¢ day, Kizugawa
Shinjo, lam nghé mat xa.

“Xin chao!” Kizugawa lén tiéng.

T6i titng nghe Hiryu néi 6ng mu nay thuwong chao hoi nhitng nguwoi gap
trén duong dé doan van may trong ngay. Cé 1€ ong ta chao t6i cling vi muc
dich d6, hay 1a béi dang ditng & Luc Anh Trang nén cho réing toi cling 1a mot
trong cac khach trg?

“Vang, chao bac! Lan dau gip bac!” Ong ta budc lai phia t6i, t6i dép 18,
“Bac la Kizugawa phai khong? T6i la Shimada Kiyoshi, ban cua Hiryu, cau
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ay tung ké vé bac. Bay gio bac di lam a?”

“Ha?” Ong ta nghiéng dau vao khoang khong, “Anh Shimada a?”

“T6i dén dé giai quyét cac sy viéc xdy ra @ Nhan Hinh Quan. Nguwdi quan
ly & phong nao... A, phong kia a?”

“Ha..!”

“T6i da biét bac vo tdi, bac ct yén tam.”

ROi t6i di qua bén Kizugawa, dén cira phong ngudi quan ly. Ong mi méat
xa vira lam bam gi dé vira loc coc khua gay tién vé phia tién sanh.

Toi gd canh ctta c6 tdm bién: 1-A Phong quan ly.

“Vang, toi ra day!”

Giong c6 vé mét méi. Khi cira m&, mot 6ng gia lung gu, nhan nheo xuat
hién.

“Ong 1a Mizujiri Dokichi phai khéng?” T6i néi, “Xin 16i toi hoi dudng
dot. T6i la Shimada, cau Hiryu mai toi dén nha, cau ay hién dang & dau a?”

“Cau noi gi?” Ong gia khum tay dit 1én vanh tai, vicon c6 ra phia trudc,
“Sao? Cau bdo sao?”

Co vé ong ta bi lang tai.

“T6i...” T6i noi that to, “T6i ¢ viéc rat quan trong. Cau Hiryu...”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

Lic nay, c6 nguwoi tir trong bwdc ra, mot ba gia téc bac mac bo do lam
bép. Chac la Mizujiri Kine.

“Xin 10i, t6i dang ban trong bép, cho nén...”

“Cau Hiryu & dau a? Trong phong cau ay phai khong? Phong trén tang hai
a?”

“A...” Ba ta md to mét, ngd ra, “Cau chu...”

“Cau ay di vang hay & trong xuwéng vé? Ra ngoai a? Thé thi phién ha roi.
T6i mudn ndi véi cau ay mot viéc quan trong.”

“Xin héi...”

“Thoi vay. Xin 16i, da lam phién bac. Khong, khong, t6i la nguoi dang
hoang, toi tir xa dén dé gitp d& cau ay. To6i da c6 mat thi sé khong xdy ra
chuyén gi nita, bac c yén tam.”

119 »
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“Moi viéc ctr dé toi lo. Bugc chit? Pugce réi! Toi tam 1én tang hai xem
xét, cac vi khong can di theo, c chg & day, dwgc khong? Sau do toi sé ndi ti
mi véi cac vi.”

Hai vg chong 6ng quan ly hinh nhut con dinh noéi nita, nhung t6i mac ke,
ct thé hwdng vé cau thang lén tang hai.

O goc hanh lang tang hai chay quanh giéng troi chd dai sanh c6 mot ma
no canh, Hiryu da ké véi t6i. Qua nhién, co ta thiéu tay trai, khuén mat
khong ngii quan quay vé phia canh ctra s6 huéng ra san trong.

Nhan lic di ngang qua, t6i thit nhin theo ‘4nh mat’ ¢6 ta. Phia trwdc dong
d6 nat thdm hai cta khu nha chinh, & gan chinh gitta khodang san hoang
vang, c6 mét cay anh dao to 16n.

T6i buwdc nhanh trén hanh lang chay sau vé phia trong toa nha, van san
kéu cét két. Lat sau, tdi nhin thady mot ma no canh thiéu chan tréi...

Qua thém hai cho ngoat nita, t6i thdy phong 2-B, noi Hiryu dung lam
phong ngu.

“Hiryu!” Toi vira goi vira go ctra. “Cau co trong nay khong? Toi Shimada
day!”

Khong thay tréd 10i. Qua nhién cau ay da di ra ngoai.

T6i nhin dong ho deo tay.

11 gio rudi sang. Con ba mwoi phut nita.

Roi khoi ctta phong 2-B, t6i tiép tuc di doc hanh lang. O cudi chic 1a canh
ctra thong dén phia tredc phong 2-C noi Tsujii Yukihito bi giét.

Bén kia ctra 1a buéng cau thang con t6i hon hanh lang bén nay. Tuy nhién,
van dang la ban ngay, chwa dén noi phai bat den méi di lai dugc.

Nhin sang bén phdi la ctta phong 2-C.

T6i thit van ndm ctra, nao ngd civa khong khoda, canh cita ma ra cung tiéng
ban 1é kéu ken ket.

T6i budc vao, va hét sitc kinh ngac.

“Thé nay la...”

Tinh trang vo cung bé bon. Can phong kiéu Tay rong chirng tdm chiéu,
twong va van san déu bi pha hoai.

“Cha cha...” Toi khé kéu 1én va nhin khap xung quanh.
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Giay dan twong mau nga in hoa van chit thap, bong tréc hét ca, 10 ra 16p
van Op twong mau ghi. Tham do trdi san cling bi 1at 1én tho bao, r6i ném vao
mot goc. C6 vai manh van san bi nay bé. Hét nhw xac mot con thu khong 16
v6i da thit bi doi bo gam hét chi con tro xwong cot.

Viéc nay e rang la do Hiryu lam chi khong phai ai khac.

T6i ti'ng no6i vdi cau ay rang trong phong nay hodac ¢ buéng cau thang cé
thé c6 16i di bi mat. Chac cau dy lo lang hung tht dot nhap nén da ty tim
kiém ma khong cho t6i dén.

Hiryu...

Cau ay da phat hién ra 16i di bi mat sao?

T6i chd y dén mot cho trén san da bi nay toac ra. Cé thi gi dé den den,
twa nhw cau thang bang sat dan xudng phia dudi san nha.

Hiryu da phat hién ra thit nay. Sau khi phat hién ra, cau ay lam gi?

T6i doan, Hiryu quay xuéng xuwdng vé dé tiép tuc kham pha 16i di bi mat.

Toi lai nhin dong ho.

Chi hon hai mwoi phut nita la dén 12 gio.

To6i trd ra hanh lang, xuéng cau thang thi thdy mot thanh nién mac o len
c6 chui mau trang dang ditng trédc may dién thoai hong & dai sanh.

“Chac cau la Kuratani Makoto & phong 1-C phai khong?” T6i héi cau ta.

Cau ta ngirng quay so, ngac nhién ngang nhin toi.

“T6i cd viec mudn phién cau...” To6i noi, “T6i la Shimada, Shimada
Kiyoshi, ban cua Hiryu. Toi c0 viéc quan trong mong cau giup do. Cau nghe
toi noi da roi hay quyét dinh dwgc khong?”

“Piéu nay...”

Cau ta c6 vé nghi hodc kho xtt. K& cling phai, bi mot ngwoi méi gap lan
dau nho va thi khong nghi ngo cling khé. Khong sao, lic nay téi chang thé
dé y tiéu tiét nhw vay.

“Cau nghe t0i n6i day. Lat nita sé c6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng dén tham Hiryu.
Cau hay chuyén 16i nhan rang anh ta ct* vao xuwéng vé cua Hiryu. Puoc
chi?”

“H4, a...”
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“V1i vay, that xin 16i, nhwng khi goi dién thoai, t6i muon cau & lai day dén
luc dé. bugce khong?”

“A, nhung...”

“Xin nho cau nhé! R6i toi sé gidi thich vGi cau sau.” Dit 101, t6i 1ap tirc
quay nguoi chay vé hanh lang phia trong dai sanh.
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Toi khong ngac nhién khi thay tinh trang xuéng ve.

Co6 vé Hiryu da dung dén cad bua va cubc chim. B6 dac ngén ngang.
Twong bi duc déo 16 16i, van san bat lén. Trong con khung khiép hon ca
phong 2-C.

Gio6 tir bén ngoai thoi vao hun hit qua cac 6 thoang trén twong, khong khi
trong phong lanh ghé gdm, miéng t6i pha ra hoi trang.

Hiryu nhw bi chon trong dong voi vita, van san btra bon. Ngoi trén chiéc
ghé bap bénh, lung quay vé phia ctra, d6i vai rii xuéng, dwong nhw mét méi
do lam viéc qua sttc, cau ay chang nhan ra t6i da budc vao.

“Hiryu!”

Vira chu y duéi chan, toi vira di vong ra trwdc ghé. Hiryu Soichi chao don
toi v6i khuon mat trang xanh, khong con chiit sic séng.

“Hiryu! Lau qua md&i gap nhau. T6i dén nhw da hita day! Cau quyét lam
cho ra nhé, nhung thuc ra khong can hung huc vat va thé nay. Ciling may,
cau van an toan, thé la tot roi.”

“Anh da dén...” Cau dy nhin t6i bang anh mat than tho, “Anh Shimada.”

“Pa tim thay 16i di bi mat chwa?”

“O kia kia!”

T6i doi theo anh mat cau ay, thiy trén san nha cé mot cai héc. T6i cham
rai budc dén va cui xuéng quan sat.

“A ha!”

Mot céai hoc giong hét & phong 2-C, t6i om, mot chiéc thang den si hoa
vao bong toi, dan xudng long dat.

“Thi ra la cai nay!” T6i ngoanh nhin Hiryu, “Cau vat va qua! TéGi day thi
tat ca bi an da sang té roi! Cau khéng can lo lang nita dau, cling khong phai
s@ gi hét. Cau da thuc s an toan roi.”

“Tw dau dén gio, ching ta da tap trung phan tich tinh hinh vu viéc, vi du
chia khéa va cac chuyén khac, sy nghi ngd déu nham vao nhitng nguwoi dang
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song & nha nay, titc Nhan Hinh Quan. That sai lam, 16i di bi mat nay da noi
1én diéu do6. That t6t vi thu pham khong phai nguwoi trong nha. Nguwoi bén
ngoai néu biét 16i di bi mat thi hoan toan c6 thé gay an.”

“Hung tha dén tir bén ngoai sao?”

“Pung thé! May nguoi song & day nhuw vg chong quan ly Mizuyjiri,
Kuratani Makoto hay Kizugawa Shinjo déu chang lién quan gi. Viéc bon ho
c6 cung ho véi nan nhan tai nan tau héa hai mwoi tdm nam veé trudc co 1é
cling chi 1a ngau nhién.”

“Shimada, thé thi hung tha...”

“Cau van chuva nhan ra a?” Shimada dang hai canh tay, khé nhin vai,
“Cling khong 1a.”

Gio6 lanh ta dén khién t6i rung minh, t6i cham mot diéu thudc.

“H6m no goi dién cau nhac dén mot tdi 16i khac ding khong? D6 chinh la
diém then chot dé biét danh tinh hung thu, tén ctia cau bé bi cau day nga
xuong song. Tuy cau no6i van khong thé nhé ra, nhwng qua nhitng 16i cau ké
thi toi da biét roi. Chac cau dang dinh hoi tai sao t6i biét chir gi?”

T6i pha ra mot lan khéi thudc, réi lai nhin dong ho deo tay. Ba qua 12 gio
vai phut.

“Chuyén nay xay ra rat lau vé trude. Hoi hoc dai hoc, cau thwong bi cam,
phai nam liét givong. T6i thi ¢ ngay gian bén canh trong ky ttic x4, cho nén
hay chay sang cham séc. Téi muén no6i vé chuyén héi do. Khi bi sot, cau
giong nhw gdap phdi 4&c mdong vay. Cau thuong kho s rén ri, chan tay dap
lung tung, miéng thi néi mé ldm nham hodc bat chgt hét am lén. Chac cau da
quén r6i nhi? Nhwng t6i thi van nhé nhitng gi cau hét 1én trong con ac mong.
Hom no dién thoai vGi nhau, t6i bong nhé ra. Cau hay goi ‘Me 0i’. Ngoai ra,
con mot cdi tén ma cau ct nhac di nhac lai.”

“Cai tén do...”

“U, chic 1 tén dita tré da bi cau day ngd xudng song.”

“Tén no la gi?”

“Masashige! Cau vira khéc vira hét 1én ‘Masashige! Masashige!’.”

Luc nay...

Co tiéng goi “Hiryu!”, dong thoi, ctta xwdng vé md ra, “Hiryu... o kia...”
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“T6i van dgi cau day!” To6i vitt mau thuoc la da hat hét xuong san, giam
chan 1én, r6i nghiém giong ndi véi nguwdi dan 6ng dang buwdc vao, “Nhw cau
thay, Hiryu da tim ra 16i di bi mat trong xwéng vé, du cach tim c6 hoi vung
ve.”

“L6i di bi mat?”

“Cach day hai muoi tam nam, kién tric sw Nakamura Seiji tién hanh cai
tao khu nha, ong ta da thiét ké dé gidu giém vai bi mat. Cau, vi mot dip tinh
cd nao d6 da nam dugc bi mat nay, roi 1gi dung dé tra thu cau Hiryu sau khi
cau ay chuyén veé day 6!”

Nguwoi dan 6ng vudt mai téc dai trwdc tran lén, rat ling ting nhin toi,
“Anh... anh la...”

“T6i la Shimada Kiyoshi. Chac cdu da nghe Hiryu nhac dén t6i roi chit?”

“Ngay trudce khi cau vao, toi dang dinh no6i véi Hiryu.” Toi vira noi vira
liéc sang Hiryu dang ngoi trén chiéc ghé bap bénh, “Chinh cau la tha pham
gdy ra moi chuyén. Lén vao xudng vé gid tro v4i cac ma no canh, bé manh
thay tinh vao hom thw, rdi cac hon da trwdc tién sanh, 1dm hong phanh xe
dap, dat xac con méo ngoai clra, tat ca déu do cau lam! Ké nhiéu lan viét thw
de doa Hiryu, ké phéong hoa giét ba Sawako, ké giét Tsujii Yukihito roi bay
bién cho giong mot vu tu sat, cling la cau!”

“Tai sao cau phai tim moi cach hanh ha Hiryu?”

T6i lanh Iing nhin ga dan 6ng c6 doi mat bé ti dang ditng bat dong ay roi
néi ti€p. “Vi do la anh trai cau. Pita tré bi Hiryu giét cach day hai muoi tam
nam ay. Cai tén Masashige da néi lén diéu d6. Cau c6 nguwdi anh trai 16n hon
hai tu6i chit gi? H6i nho cau 4y mat béi mot tai nan bat ngo.”

“Khi Hiryu cam thay kho s& vi ky tc thi luon c6 mat cau bén canh. Cau
c6 doi mat mau nau nhat, chinh xac hon la mau hat dé. Biéu nay ciling ding
chi?”

(13 »
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“Moi khi nhin thady khu6én mat va d6i mat cau, cau ay dwong nhw nhan ra
khudn mat ditra bé minh giét nam xwa, khuén mat ctia anh trai cau, Kakeba
Masashige.
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Kakeba Hisashige loang choang buéc vao xuwong vé, sg hai nhin toi va
Hiryu, nguwoi dang ngoi trén ghé bap bénh, r6i nhin khap lwgt quang
canh tan hoang do chinh tay chta nhan xwéng vé gay ra.

“Con gi dé noi khong, Kakeba?” T6i ndi, “Lat nita Michizawa Kisako
cling sé dén day.”

Nghe thé, Kakeba lai nhin t6i.

“Co ay sé khong dén day.” Cau ta noi, “C6 ay sé khong dén.”

“Sao?” Toi kinh ngac kéu lén, “Chang 1é dém qua, sau lic d6 cau da...”

“Sau ldc d6? Anh dinh néi la sau lic do toi lai tdn cong cd ay chi gi?”
Kakeba Hisashige vira tho tay vao tii ao khoac mau ghi, vira cham rai nai,
“Sai roi. C6 ay vao vién dé kiém tra vét thwong téi qua nén khong tdi dau.”

“Bénh vién a?”

“Sang nay, anh goi dién bao to6i dén day lic 12 gio, ding chwa? Anh cling
nai thé vai Kisako. Cho nén, t6i da co ban doan ra & day c6 chuyén gi va t6i
dén dé xac nhan diéu nay.”

“Hu!” To6i phi cwoi, “Dén dé xac nhan ké hoach tra thu ctia minh that bai
tham hai chw gi?”

Kakeba khong tra 16i t6i, ma twr t* ngoanh ra phia ctra.

“Moi vao!” Cau ta noéi. Sau do...

C6 hai nguoi xuat hién & cita.

Mot la Kuratani Makoto, ltic ndy toi gap ¢ dai sanh, toi con nho cau ta
nhan mot cau véi Kakeba. Hai la mot nguwdi dan 6ng trung nién t6i chwa
titng gdp, mdc au phuc mau den, dang voc cao 16n, tay xach cai tui mau nau
dam.

“Anh noi rang trong xuong vé nay co6 16i di bi mat do Nakamura Seiji
thiét ké, 16i di bi mat dau?” Kakeba hdi toi.

“Con gia vo lam gi nita?” T6i ngac nhién dap, “May cai day cau la nguoi
biét rd nhat con gi. Nhin di, & day! Nhin cai hoc trén san thi biét.”
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Kakeba im lang gat dau roi dwa mat nhin ngudi dan 6ng trung nién mac
au phuc, ca hai cing buéc dén cho san bi dao béi ma t6i chi.

“Kuratani, cau cling vao day xem di!” Kakeba goi nam thanh nién dang
ditng ngay ra ¢ ctra.

“Dugc, dugce!” Kuratani vira hoang mang nhin canh bwa bai trong phong
vira buéc theo hai nguoi kia.

“Anh no6i la cai hoc nay a?” Kakeba budc lai gan cai hoc trén san roi cui
xuong nhin, hét nhw téi ban nay.

“Hirm.” Cau ta htr miii, r6i quay sang nguwoi dan 6ng mac au phuc dang
ding bén canh, “Anh Kawazoe cam thay thé nao?”

“T6i khong...” Nguwoi dan ong tén la Kawazoe nhéch d6i moi day bu,
cham cham lac dau.

Kakeba tiép tuc nhin vé phia Kuratani, “Cau thi sao?”

“T6i... toi chiu khong biét.”

Thé la sao, mdy tén nay dang néi gi vay?

Pau 6c hoi roi loan, toi rat birc xtc trwdce suv tro trén cua Kakeba. Toi
ngoanh nhin Hiryu, nguoi van dang ngo6i trén chiéc ghé bap bénh, “Nay
Hiryu, cau néi gi di cha?”

“Chinh anh ciing nén nhin k¥ lai lan nita xem.” Kakeba noéi véi toi, giong
tho o, “Duéi cai hoc nay c6 16i di bi mat & dau vay? Chung toi chi nhin thay
ddu vét van san bi nay 1én ma thoi.”

“N6i gi co? Dén lic nay ma cdu van ndéi nhitng cau ngd ngan!” To6i hét
1én titc gian roi buéc vé phia ho.

“O day...” T6i vira chi tay vira nhin xudng cai héc, “Ching phai c6 cai
thang den si a?”

Nhung...

“Ha?” T6i ngd minh bi hoa mat, “Pay la... Tai sao...”

“L6i di bi mat dau?” Kakeba lai hoi toi.

“Sao lai...” Toi boi roi, citng hong khong tra 16i duge. Trong héc hoan
toan khong c6 cai thang nao chay xuéng ca, ding nhu Kakeba néi.

Qua vo6 ly! Lic ndy chinh mat t6i nhin thdy, sao bay gid lai...
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Mot lan gié manh tir nhitng 0 thodng trén twong tat vao mat t6i, khién toc
tai deng ngugc, hai ma te te.

“Trwdc khi sang ddy, ching t6i da 1én tang hai cia Luc Anh Trang.”
Giong Kakeba vé ai ngai thay cho t6i, “Va xem qua phong 2-C. Giong nhw
bén nay, twong va san ciing bi pha. Anh cho rang do la két qua tim 16i di bi
mat a?”

“Pung thé!”

Xen lan trong tiéng gio rit, tir dau do...

...vuuuu...

Am thanh chéi tai nghe nhw tiéng dap canh cua lii con tring.

Du la thé, t6i van giit tdm trang rat binh tinh.

“Qua nhiéen dudi san bén do cting...”

“Khong hé c6 16i di bi mat nao hét.”

“Can phong d6 ciing khong c6 16i di bi mat nao ca!” Giong Kakeba bong
gay gat khé chiu, “Vira r6i, anh n6i t6i la hung tha giét hai Tsujii Yukihito
chit gi? Co ding thé khong? Can phong hién treong khong c6 16i di bi mat
dé dot nhap vao tir bén ngoai. Buong cau thang ciling vay. Xin hoi, toi dot
nhap bang cach nao dé giét Tsujii Yukihito?”

“Néu Tsujii khong phai ty sat ma bi nguwai khac giét... Néu anh van mudn
kién tri véi gia thuyét cau ta bi sat hai, thi to6i rat 1ay lam tiéc, t6i chi c6 thé
nghi dén ma6t kha nang. Va n6 c6 vé chinh xac, dé 1a...”

“Pirng qua quat nita!” T6i khong nén noi quat 1én. Kakeba giat minh, im
bat.

“Van chwa mu6n nhan toi chit gi? Hiryu, ban thud nhé cta cau dung la ké
chang ra gi! Han da giét ma cau va Tsujii, ma bay gio van...”

“Anh Kawazoe, dwa toi cai do!” Kakeba noi véi nguoi dan 6ng mac au
phuc.

Nguoi dy gat dau, roi mo tai xach 14y ra mot thi dai dai dé trong tti nhya
trong suot.
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“Thit nay roi tai hién treeong Kisako bi tdn cong dém qua. Co dy hoang sg,
va khong du can ddm cam di giao cho canh sat. Cho nén, c6 ay chay vé nha
r6i 1ap tic goi dién cho to6i dang & phong nghién cttu. Lic do6, cd dy da cam
vé thit nay.”

Trong tti nhya trong su6t la mot canh tay trang trang.

Canh tay nguoi mau tring, dwong nhw bi chit ra tit ba vai... A, khong
phai canh tay nguwoi that, ma la canh tay ctia ma no canh.

“T6i cho rang n6 dugc thdo ra tit mot ma no canh trong xuwéng vé nay.
Bén trong chita day cat. Pém qua, hung tha da dung né lam hung khi tdn
cong co Kisako.”

“A... buroi day!”

..VMuuuu...

Nhitng am thanh chéi tai ngay cang tién lai gan. To6i r6i, ditng nhu troi
trong.

...Uuuu...uuuu...

Chung chui vao trong tai, trong nao toi.

Toan than t6i té lanh, dau nhitc nhw bada bo. T6i van hét site luwc, lién tuc
kéu gao, “bu roi! Kakeba!”

“Du ndi nita cling khong gidi quyét dugc chuyén gi. Pwgce roi. Bén nuwéc
nay thi chi con cach dén noi can dén dé két thic van de!” Néi xong, tdi budc
dén chiéc may dién thoai mau den dat trén ban lam viéc phia trong, “T6i goi
cho canh sat, thé la gon chuyén!”

Kakeba khong néi gi, chi buon ba chép doi mat nhé xiu.

T6i nhac 6ng nghe ap vao tai roi dat ngoén tro 1én hop quay so.

1...1...0

Nhung...

“Sao lai thé nay?” To6i kéu lén.

bién thoai khong mdt phan tng gi, du quay s6 hay an nut thi 6ng nghe
van lang nhu to, chang c6 mot am thanh nao.

“Vo ich thoi!” Kakeba noi, “Né dwgc noi véi may & nha chinh. Day da
chay sau vu hoa hoan nam ngoai nén khéng thé st dung.”

..Vuuuu...
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...Uuuu...

Tiéng vong da ap sat t6i.

“Hiryu!” Kakeba tiép tuc no6i, “Tat ca chi la twéng twgng trong dau cau
thoi. Ca chuyén 16i di bi mat lan cudc néi chuyén qua dién thoai véi
Shimada Kiyoshi.”

“Khong thé nao!”

“Pung thé day!”

“Noéi lao!”

“La that day!”

“Doi tra!” T6i ra sitc hét lén dé xoa tan di nhitng 10i dién khung cua
Kakeba cuing thit am thanh dang ong ong trong dau, “Cau toan néi lao!”

“Cau khong phdi Shimada Kiyoshi. Cau chwa hiéu sao? Cau khong phai la
Shimada Kiyoshi, Hiryu!”

“May noi lao! Tao chinh la Shimada Kiyoshi! Nhin di, khong phai Hiryu
dang...”

Tay t6i run run chi vao Hiryu dang ngoi trén ghé bap bénh, t6i chgt nhan
ra...

“A..

Cung v@i tiéng thd ndo né, sy tén tai cta ‘t6i” nhw bi day ra khoi thé xac
va tam hon minh!

Vi nguoi dang ngoi trén ghé khong phai Hiryu Soichi!

Toi dang nhin...

Mot hinh nhan khong c6 sy song, khoa than trong hinh dang phu nit véi
mai toc dai cung lan da trang, tron nhan, chi riéng khuén mat cé doi nét nao
day giong giong Hiryu.
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“Khong sao dau. Toi cho rang khong con nguy hiém gi nita.” Kakeba
noéi véi nguwoi dan 6ng mac au phuc. Sau dé, cau ta budc dén bén t6i
dang ngoi trén san nha.

“Kawazoe, anh nhin thdy roi day. T6i moi anh dén that, nhung hién gio,
cau ta can bac si chi khong phai la canh sat. Puvong nhién s6ém mudn gi
cling can dén sy diéu tra ctia canh sat cac anh.”

“That dang kinh ngac!” Nguoi dan ong vira ndi vira nhét canh tay ma no
canh vao tui, “Vay ching ta nén x ly thé nao?”

“Hiryu, cau khong sao chitr?” Kakeba dat tay len vai toi.

“Ha? Kakeba...”

Vwra nay toi da lam nhitng gi1?

Tai sao toi lai ng6i day thé nay?

“T6i...”

“Bay gio t6i chi muon héi cdu mét chuyén.”

Do6i mat nhé mau hat dé cia Kakeba nhin t6i dang lao ddo ding lén.

“Cau da giét Tsujii Yukihito phai khong?”

“Ha?”

Toi da giét Tsujii? La toi w, toi giét u?

“Tai sao to0i...”

Trong gian phong ma Tsujii bi giét, khong c6 16i di bi mat nao ca. To6i va
thanh tra Kawazoe da xac dinh ro r6i. Néu nhan dinh cdu ta bi giét, thi
chuyén da xay ra thé nao?”

“Tai sao cau lai héi toi...”

La toi u?

“Cau néi rang trong khoang thoi gian Tsujii tré vé phong cho dén Iic bac
gai Mizujiri dén, khong c6 ai di ngang qua phong cau ca. Diéu nay khong cé
gi sai. Nhung, 10i khai cua cdu, hay néi chinh xac hon la y thirc, ky e cuaa
cdu c6 cho khuyét. D6 chinh la nhitng hanh dong ctia ban than cau.”

“T6i khong hiéu.” T6i tr ti lac dau, “Toi dau thé...”
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“T6i khong nghi day la trach nhiém cua cau. Hoac it ra... day khong phai
la trach nhiém cda nhan cach ‘Hiryu Soichi’ hién tai. Cau cho rang minh
luén xem ti vi trong phong khach nhi? Dé ding la hién thyc doi véi ‘Hiryu
Soichi’, nhung...”

“Toi... Toi... A...”

Luc dé, t6i dang & phong khach, médc o len cai khuy gitta, ngoi trén sofa,
mot minh va lo dang, xem ti vi...

Bac Kine di tim Tsujii Yukihito, t6i dwa cho bac 4y chum chia khoéa. Bac
Kine dung trude cira phong 2-C goi cau ta, con toi, hai tay dut tui ao ngu,
ditng twa ctra cho budng cau thang.

Ao ngu?

Sao lai la ao ngu?

“T6i...”

T6i da cdi do len r6i mac 4o nga khi nao nhi? Ky tc dy t6i khéng co.
Hoan toan khong co.

Toi da giét Tsujii a?

Luc vo thic sao?

Lic ban than t6i khong heé biét gi ca u?

Thé thi... néu la thé thi... khi do, t6i thay 4o ngu la vi khi giét Tsujii, mau
da ban vao 4o len u?

Sao lai thé duoc!

Sau do, ding vay. Lic do6, khi bac Kine dén thi tran t6i lam tdm mo hoi. ..

Tai sao tran t6i lai c6 mo hoi? Pa thong gi6 suot niva gio, khong khi trong
phong lanh han di co ma, tai sao toi lai toat mo hoi?

“A... t0i...” Toi dua tay bung madt, hai vai run run.

“T6i hiéu. To6i hiéu ma, Hiryu. Khong sao nita roi. Bay gio khong phai lic
truy cttu trach nhiém. To6i xin 16i.” Kakeba dat tay 1én vai t6i, “Duwgc roi!
Chung ta di nao!”

“Pi?” T6i hoi, giong yéu 6t, “Di dau?”

“Cau mét roi, phai nghi ngoi di!” Kakeba cudi buon, dap lai 101 t6i.
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Chuong 10
THANG HAI
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Hon 2 gid chiéu thit Hai, ngay mung 1 thang Hai, trong quan Lai Mong
chi c6 hai nguoi khach.

Kisako va Kakeba Hisashige ngoi doi dién nhau. Kisako sot ru6t muon
biét tinh hinh cu thé nén c6 nai Kakeba rdi phong nghién cttu roi ra quan
nay.

“Vét thwong khong van dé gi chit?” Kakeba hai.

Kisako khé gat dau, “Van hoi dau, nhung khong c6 gi dang ngai nita. Ho
noi xwong cot van binh thwong, ciing khong lwu lai dau vét bi danh nao ca.”

Tuy nhién, vét thwong long thi van chwa lanh han. Ty Kisako cling cam
thdy giong minh khong con tran day sitc séng nhw binh thwdng nita.

“Lé ra nén s6m co6 bién phap gi d6. Nhung vi anh chwra dam khang dinh,
va cling khong ngo co lai gap chuyén khong may nhv vay.”

“Khong sao a! Ciing chang con cach nao khac ma. Bén em ciing hoan
toan bat ngo...”

“Khong, tai anh dém hom dé da dé co6 ra vé mot minh, anh rat xin 16i.”

“Khong sao dau a.”

Bdy gio, Kisako da nghi minh chét la cai chac. Canh tay ma no canh nhoi
day cat bén trong gidng xudng vai va lung co.

Vao thoi khac hoan toan tuyét vong, Kisako nghe thdy tiéng tham thi ‘Tao
phai giét may’. Mot giong tram khong 1én khong xuong. C6 khong con stic
dé nhan dién nguwoi d6 nhung day ding la giong cta Hiryu Soichi.

Ngay sau do, tiéng quat “Dung tay!” cling la...

Nhitng tiéng bwdc chan hon loan, nhitng tiéng thd gap, roi khong hiéu
sao, Kisako bong duge d& ditng day. Troi rat t6i, anh dén dwong hat ngwoc
sang, nén co khong nhin ré6 mat nguwoi ng. Tuy nhien...

Madc du cach néi chuyén c¥ nhe mot nguwoi hoan toan khac, nhung giong
ctia nguwoi dan ong ty xung la Shimada Kiyoshi dy dung la giong anh ta,
Hiryu Soichi.
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“Vé phuong dién nay, anh cling khong phai chuyén gia gi nén khong thé
gidi thich rd duwgc, nhung...” Kakeba 16ng hai ban tay vao nhau, hai dau
ngon cai vira go xuéng mdt ban vira noi.

“Ngay tir dau da c6 nhitng sy viéc dang chu y.

“Vi du nhu chuyén ky quai xdy ra trong xuwdng veé noi chi minh Hiryu mai
c6 thé ra vao, roi cd thai do va 16i ndi kiéu buéng xudi hon mitc can thiét.
Mttc d6 ky quai cang rd rét sau khi ba me nu6i chét. Ngoai ra, Kisako nay,
vé may bitc tranh cau ta vé ma c6 tirng thay va bi soc lic ghé tham xuwéng vé
ay...

“Anh cling tirng vao can phong dé mot lan roi nhung chira xem ki cac birc
tranh. Béi thé, khi nghe c6 n6i anh m@i biét chuyén nay. Toan bd tranh ctia
Hiryu déu mang chu dé lién quan tdi chét chéc. Hon nita, khuén mdt nhitng
nguwoi bi Than Chét ghé tham trong tranh, bat ké gia tré 16n bé, trong déu
giong Hiryu, ding khong?”

“Vang. it ra, dé la cam nhan ctua ca nhan em.”

“Anh nghi trong tranh, cau ta dang khong ngitng ty giét chinh minh. Du
anh e rang, chinh Hiryu ciing khong nhéan ra sy that nay .

“Trong cac birc tranh, ciu ta da vo thitc ty ban cai chét cho minh. N6i mot
cach dé hiéu la cau ta c6 nguyén vong tu sat manh liét.

“B@i vay, anh mdi bat gidc nghi ngo, cai goi la ‘cé ké nao dé’ dang dinh
sat hai cau ta phai chang khong phai ai khac ma chinh la ban than cau ta.
Nhuwng mot suy nghi mo hé nhw vay, anh khong thé bat can ma néi ra
duoc...

“Pén khodng nira cudi thang Giéng, anh méi khang dinh dwoc y nghi ctaa
minh la dang. Chinh la Idc tén sat nhan Tsujii Yukihito chét trong nha tro,
Hiryu nhan dugc birc the néi rang khéng phai han ta ty sat ma la bi giét. Ban
dau nghe c0 ké lai, anh cling cho rang khong cé cach giai thich nao khac
ngoai ty sat ca, bdi khong c6 dau vét dot nhap. Dau vay, néu day la an mang
thi chi c6 thé két luan Hiryu Soichi chinh la hung tht ma théi. Vi cdu ta la
cht nha nén sé c6 du chia khoa cac phong.

“Tat nhién, day chi 1a nhitng suy luan khong cé bang chitng... Bai vay,
thit Tw tudn trwedc anh da nghi 1én 16p dé diéu tra mot vai chi tiét.”
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“Chinh Ia hém anh néi phai di xa mot chuyén?”

“Putng. Bén cong ty thic ép kha kha nén anh ciing phan van khong biét
lam sao, nhung roi, thdy can sém lam sang té vu viéc nén anh van quyét
dinh len dvong.”

“Anh di tan dau?”

“Shizuoka.” No6i dén day, Kakeba ngtng lai, ngdm mot diéu thudc 1én
miéng, “Trudc tién, anh thtt di loanh quanh khu vic 1an can can nha Hiryu
tirng song. Chuyén nay anh cling khong thao lam dau. N6i chung la di hoi do
do.”

“Héi do?”

“Phai! Vi khéng thao nén kha vat v4, nhung ciling bo cong. Mot phu ni
ding tudi da ké cho anh nghe vai chuyén, vé can bénh budc Hiryu phdi nam
vién dai ngay mua he nam kia va dia chi noi cau ta nhap vieén.

“Qua dung nhu anh dv doan. Cau ta tirng noi so qua cho ching ta biét vé
viéc dau 6m, nhung that ra cau ta khong 6m vé thé xac ma la tam bénh.

“Nghe nguoi phu nit nay néi thi ha tuan thang Sau nam kia Hiryu dinh tw
sat. Cau ta da budc sgi day thirng 1én ram d& ¢ xudng vé, dang tinh treo cd
thi ba Sawako phat hién ra. Hoi d6 Hiryu gan nhw loan 6c, ba Sawako phai
tim moi cach do danh an di cau ta, r6i duva cau ta di vién tdm than trong
thanh phé.

“Anh lién dén ngay bénh vién d6 tim gdp bac si diéu tri cho Hiryu trong
khoang mot nam nhap vién. Bac si thwong kién quyét gitt bi mat bénh nhan
nén anh da chuan bi san tinh than la khong thu hoach duwgc gi. Nhung sau
khi nghe ké lai chi tiét nhitng sy viéc xdy ra & day, 6ng ta bat ngd hé 16 cho
anh biét tit ca va khuyén rang nén sém dwa cau ta nhap vién diéu tri.

“N6i don gian thi Hiryu mac bénh than kinh twong doi nghiém trong. Bac
si néi cau ta c6 y do tu sat rat gay gat, cho rang minh nhat dinh phai chét.
Nguyén nhan bat nguon tir nhitng t4i 16i cau ta gay ra hoi con bé, vi ty trach
minh qua nhiéu nén tré thanh mot vét thuwong tinh than. Vét thwong do cu
thé 1a vu tai nan tau héa hai mwoi tdm nam trede khién me dé va nhiéu
nguoi ti nan, sau do la ‘vu giét hai tré em’.
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“Mua hé nam ngoai, bac si cho Hiryu ra vién, vi tinh trang than kinh cua
cau ta da c6 phan 6n dinh, nhung cht yéu la vi ba me nudi Sawako! Ba Ay,
néi sao nhi, yéu thwong cau ta mot cach gan nhw mu quang. Anh ciing nghi
ba dy song la vi Hiryu, vi dé cdu ta tiép tuc song. Dwong nhu cau ta cling
hiéu rang néu minh chét thi ba ay cling khong song ndi nén cho rang ba me
nay la vat can khién minh khong ty lam ton thwong ban than dwgc. Bac si
cling nghi nhw vay nén ong da cho cau ta ra vién.

“Khi ra vién, 6ng ta dac biét nhan manh hai me con nén chuyén dén vung
khac ma &. Ong ta cho rdng can loai bé hét nhitng nguyén nhan lién quan
dén moi treong cé thé kich thich dén ky e vé toi 16i héi nho cua cau ta.

“V1 1é do, va ca nguyen nhan do cha rudt cau ta la ong Hiryu Koyo qua
doi vao nita nam tridc nén ba me nudi maéi quyét dinh chuyén dén séng &
Kyoto. Nhat dinh m6t phan nguyén nhan la muén tranh anh mat ctia nhitng
nguwoi hang x6m ¢ Shizuoka.”

“Néu em nhé khong nham thi...” Kisako bong nghi dén mot sy viéc, “Em
ti'ng nghe no6i néu dé bénh nhan tam than phan liét vé tranh, ho thwong it
dung mau pha ma hay dung mau nguyén ban. Tranh cta anh Hiryu duvong
nhw déu thé ca.”

“Um.” Kakeba kh& gat dau, “Danh hoa Van Gogh 1a mdt truong hop kha
noi tiéng. Bénh than kinh va tdm than phan liét 1a hai chuyén khac nhau,
nhung du sao, cling khong thé néi 6ng ay khong cé6 khuynh hwéng bi tam
than phan liét.”

“Ma anh Kakeba nay, r6t cudc, tai sao vét thwong tinh than cach day hai
muoi tdim nam lai bong nhién tai phat vay? Mot ton thuong sau sac nhu thé
1é ra phai s6m biéu hién ra ngoai roi chit, nhung anh Hiryu...”

Kakeba hoi nhiu may trudce cau hai cua Kisako.

“Anh ciling chi biét rat mo ho thoi. N6i cho cung, nguyén nhan ctia can
bénh nay van la mot diéu bi an. Nhung c6 mot diéu dwong nhu da duwgc
khang dinh, di truyén cling 1a mot nguyén nhan.

“Khong thé phu dinh viéc c6 nhan t6 tiém an bén trong cau ta. C¥ xem cai
chét cta nguwoi cha la 6ng Hiryu Koyo va vu viéc cia nguoi em ho dang noi
Tsujii Yukihito thi r6. Tat nhién, nhitng trdi nghiém di thuwong hoi nho cling
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la nguyén nhan dang ké. Nhung néu cho rang cac yéu to6 do quan hé tryc tiép
dén viéc phat bénh thi e 1a thiéu co sé khoa hoc.”

Rakeba cau may chat hon.

“Anh cho rang van dé nay rat kho gidi thich.” Anh néi tiép, “Gan day,
thay vi 16i ti€p can phan tich tdm than nhw ti trwdc t6i nay, anh nghe néi
nhitng nghién cttu trong linh vyc goi la Sinh ly Nao bo dang dén gan cau tra
10i hon. Hoc thuyét cua bac si Sigmund Freud gan nhw da tré thanh mot loai
tin nguwdng, néi thé c6 phan cue doan, vi nhiéu s viéc hé c6 si tham gia ctia
con ngudi thi dé bi coi 1a hién twgng ton gido. Nhung thoi, ching ta khong
ban dén chuyén d6. Mot ké ngoai dao nhw anh kho ma giai thich o rang
chan twéng cta vu viéc lan nay. Cho nén, anh mong c6 coi nhitng diéu ma
anh noi thém sau day chi la suy doan cha quan dé nghe biét ma tham khao
vay thoi.”

Twong trang tinh. Tran nha trang tinh.
Sach sé nhung gia lanh. Can phong nhw mét cai 16ng hinh hop. Toi ngoi &
mot goc phong, hai tay bé goi.
Pung la thé.
Mat t6i c@ cham cham d6éi nhin vao vuce sdu toi tam cda chét choc.
May phai chét!

https://thuviensach.vn



62

“Pau 6c Hiryu Soichi lu6n tén tai cdm xic nén néng tim dén sy huy
diét. Cau ta c6 dong lwc dé day minh dén cai chét. Sigmund Freud tirng
dwa ra khai niém ‘Béan nang chét Thanatos’, cho nén, néu néi Hiryu c6
‘ban nang chét’ cling khong qua 10i. T6i 16i cta Hiryu hoi nho 1a mot
bang chitng r6 rang vé khuynh hwéng nay.

“Tt rat 1au, suot nhitng nam thang hoc tiéu hoc, trung hoc co s@, trung
hoc phé thong, Hiryu luon la mot thiéu nién tram lang, tham chi con co
khuynh hwéng tw ky. Nhung nho xung quanh cdu ta cé gido vién, ban be,
hay it nhat la nhitng doi twgng c6 y thitc khac nén cé thé néi doi song tinh
than cta cau ta khong c6 van dé gi.

“Vi du nhu khi vé tranh. Cho du khéng ty y thitc dwgce diéu nay nhung
cau ta di phan anh t6i 16i ma minh giy ra vao cac tac pham, va viéc cho
nguwoi khac xem tranh minh vé dong nghia v&i hanh dong lién tuc ty tha.
Twa nhue mot dang thanh loc cam giac t6i 16i nho viéc thic hién cac hoat
dong c6 tinh sdm hoi vay, nhung n6 da ctru 1ay tinh than luon huwéng dén cai
chét cua cau ta. Anh nghi thoi cau ta hoc dai hoc cling vay.

“Nhung sau khi tot nghiép dai hoc, cdu ta khong di lam ma tré vé qué,
phan 16n thoi gian déu nhét minh trong phong. Lic ay, cau ta con lai gi day?

“Ngoai tiép x1ic v6i ba me nudi ra chi con nhitng cudc doc thoai véi chinh
minh. Cau ta khong nghi dén viéc cho ngudi khac xem tranh nita ma bat dau
chi vé cho ban than, va vé lién tuc. Nhitng birc tranh tran ngap y thitc t6i 16i
khong con hwéng dén viéc tu thd ma dé dau déc chinh minh...

“Thé roi, cau ta di dén quyét dinh ty sat, nhung that bai, vi bi ba me phat
hién ra. Nhin thay ba khoc 16c dau buon, Hiryu bén nghi lai rang minh phai
song vi ba.”

Chang biét tir lic nao, giong Kakeba bong than nhién cit* nhw chi dang
don thuan ké mét cau chuyén khong lién quan.

“Tron mot nam nam vién da khién trang thai tinh than ctia Hiryu c6 vé 6n
dinh tr¢ lai. Co I€é cau ta da quen ludn ca viec mot nam trede do ting lam le
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ty sat.

“Nhung anh cho rang, cé thé thoi gian nay cau ta luén gang sttc ché ngw
si xao dong huwéng tdi cai chét nam sau trong c6i long minh. Cau ta da song
mot cudc song nghiéng vé cai chét trong ldc ty nhac nhé ban than phai séng
vi ma. Dwong nhu thoi diém sau khi dwgc ra vién, chuyén nha vé Kyoto,
tam trang cta cau ta da bi don ép dén chan twong.

“Thang Tam, khi doc bai bao vé vu lat tau va vu sat hai tré em, tam ly
Hiryu chi hoi xao dong thoi, anh nghi thé. Nguyén nhan khién cau ta hoan
toan mat thang bang cé 1& bdi cudc hoi ngd v6i anh ¢ quan Lai Mdng hoi
thang Chin.

“Cau ta da nhin thdy thit gi d6 tov khuén mat anh, sau mwoi nam dang
dang khong gdp nhau. D6 la hinh béng dita tré ‘Masashige’ cau ta giét trén
song cach day hai muoi tam nam, thi da chim sau trong ky tc cau ta mot
thoi gian dai. Ké tir do, cau ta thuwong xuyén bi ‘ky c can rit’ giay vo.

“Tiép do, bén trong Hiryu Soichi hinh thanh mo6t nhan cach khac. Nhan
cach thit hai nay méi chinh la ké thyc hién mot chuoi su kién ky quac va
cling la ké viét thu.

“Nhan cach thit hai nay la ké mai phuc trong long Hiryu, t6 giac toi 16i
clia cau ta, va cling la ké héi thiic cdu ta di vé phia cai chét. Ga cho rang
minh va Hiryu Soichi la hai ngudi khac nhau, minh phai giét chét thang cha
Hiryu. Nhung khong chi don gian la giét, ga con nghi rang can khién cho
Hiryu run s¢ va nhan thitc ro toi 16i cia minh da r6i mdéi két liéu tinh mang.
Thuyc ra, c6 1€ trong do cling bao gom ca y niém ‘phuc tht’ vi Hiryu gay ra
sy cO lat tau lam ba Miwako than sinh ra ga dong thoi cling la than sinh
Hiryu qua doi.

“Thoat dau ga gui thong diép vé i 16i ctia Hiryu dén, 1i lgm quay nhiéu
cau ta. Sau do6 ga viét thu ép Hiryu nhd lai t6i 16i cia minh.

“Tuy nhién, treéc khi giét Hiryu véi dong co xét xir va tra thu, ga phai
lam mot viéc. Do 1a sat hai ba me nuoi.

“N6i mot cach dé hiéu thi cau chuyén nhu sau. Ga khong thé tha toi chét
cho Hiryu, nhung Hiryu lai phai tiép tuc song vi ba Sawako. Vi thé ga budc
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phai giét ba Sawako trudc, titc la phai huy diét 1y do Hiryu khién duy tri sw
song.”

“Troi dat!”

“Cho nén ga da phong héa nha chinh r6i mai tang ba Sawako suon sé. Sau
do, ga lai viét thu Ién an rang do6 la toi 16i ctia Hiryu hong lam 1ap truwong ‘ké
thi hanh 4n’ cia minh cang thém chinh dang. Von di ga dv dinh sau d6 sé
dung thuoc déc hodac mot thiét bi hen gio dé giét chét Hiryu. Nhu thé tat ca
c6 thé két thuc.

“Nhung dung vao ltuc do thi...”

Michizawa Kisako...
A... D6i mat c6 dy luon tha thiét sinh dong, &anh mat ryc sang lung linh
déen thé...
Phai giét c6 ta!
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“Pung liac doé, co da xuat hién trréc mat cau ta,” Kakeba noi.

“Em 4?” Kisako khong khéi bat ngo.

Kakeba cham rdi git dau noéi tiép, “Hiryu va c6 gap nhau & day, noi
chuyén véi nhau, anh cho rang cau ta da bi c¢6 hdp dan. Gap dwgc mot nguai
c6 khuynh hwéng hoan toan déi 1ap véi minh... Bung hon, khi tiép xtic vGi
ndi tdm luén hwéng dén sy song cua co, cau ta chac chan da bi cam hoa, tir
dé6 ndy sinh khat vong song.

“Bai vay, nhan cach thit hai, titc ga, cdm nhan dwgc c6 ngwoi vira xuat
hién thé cho ba Sawako, tr@ thanh sitc manh mdi mé 16i kéo Hiryu vé phia
su song, nén budc phai ra tay vui dap mdt lan nira.

“Mat khac... Luc nay, sy viéc tr@ nén cang thém phitc tap... Truéc va sau
khi gdp g& co thi Shimada Kiyoshi, mot ngudi ban hoc cii thoi dai hoc xuat
hién. Shimada va Hiryu da titng & chung mot ky tic x4, c6 thé noi anh ta la
cho dya tdm hon cho Hiryu & Tokyo. Hiryu phat hién ra bitc thw ma
Shimada gwi dén.

“Ba@i tiép xtc v6i co ma Hiryu dang muon niu giit sy séng, cau ta rat hy
vong Shimada xudt hién dé gitip minh ltc nay.

“Sau Tét, Shimada goi dién dén, Hiryu da ké tat cd cho Shimada biét.
bing nhv Hiryu mong méi, Shimada biét ban minh da roi vao tinh trang bé
tac bén phan tich cau chuyén ttr rat nhiéu goc do.

“Mot trong sd do 1a ‘cac vi khach tro Luc Anh Trang déu cé thé 1a hung
tht’. Shimada ndi minh da xem xét bai bao viét vé vu tai nan tau hoa hai
muoi tAm ndm trwdc va chi ra c6 nan nhan tring ho véi khach tro & Luc Anh
Trang. Hiryu ngay lap titc tin la that.

“Khi nghe Hiryu ké lai diéu nay, anh lay lam la. Néu c6 ciing chi la sy
trung hgp ngau nhién théi. Ct cho la vg chong bac Mizujiri tap hgp nguai
nha cac nan nhan lai di nita thi van qua khién cwong ding khong? Hoang
dwong hét sitc, gan nhu khéng cé chit thye té nao ca.
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“Cho nén tuan trwdc di Shizuoka, anh da nhd ngwdi ban lam & toa bao dia
phwong diéu tra hd, va c6 két qua ngay. Do 1a...

“Nhitng hanh khach da mat trong vu lat tau héa hai mwoi tdm nam trudc,
ngoai ba Hiryu Miwako ra dich thyc con cé bon ngudi nita. Song tén ho ctia
bén ngudi ngay khong hé triing véi cac vi khach dang & Luc Anh Trang.

“Luac do, anh khong thé khong nghi ngd sy ton tai cua cai ngudoi goi la
Shimada Kiyoshi thinh thoang van néi chuyén dién thoai véi Hiryu nay.”

Shimada Kiyoshi...
Tt khi dén day t6i van chwa lién lac vdi anh ay 1dy mot lan.
Gan day anh ay thé nao r6i nhi?
Co6 phai dang lo lang cho t6i khong?
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“Nhung...”

Giong Kisako run ray vi kinh ngac.

“Anh Kakeba, dau thé cé chuyén nhu thé?!”

“Khong. Nguoi ban thoi dai hoc cta Hiryu Soichi tén la Shimada
Kiyoshi, la nguwoi cé that. Hién tai, anh ta cht yéu song & qué. Viéc anh ta
ting lién quan dén may sw vu xdy ra ¢ cac cong trinh xay dung do ong
Nakamura Seiji thiét ké cling la c6 that. Bitc thw mua hé nam ngodi giii cho
Hiryu tir Shizuoka van con trong xuwéng vé cta cau ta. Tt con dau cho dén
but tich, anh nghi, bic thv nay dung la do chinh Shimada Kiyoshi tu tay
viét.

“Nhitng gi anh vira n6i, chac co6 hiéu r6i chit? ‘Shimada Kiyoshi’ ma
Hiryu lién lac tir thang Giéng nam nay trd di... Ma chac anh khéng can dai
dong lam gi, thyc t€ ¢6 cling tirng gap anh ta r6i.”

“Ttéc la...”

Kakeba Hisashige yén lang chép mat, ti€p tuc n6i, “Anh chang ‘Shimada
Kiyoshi’ nay khong phai Shimada Kiyoshi that. Cac tinh tiét Shimada goi
dién dén, doi thoai v&i Shimada... déu la do Hiryu twdng twong ra. Noi cach
khac, anh chang ‘Shimada Kiyoshi’ nay chinh la nhan cach thit ba ctia Hiryu
Soichi!”

“Nhan cach tht ba...”

“Pung vay.”

Kakeba nghiém trang gat dau, “Than kinh hoc dwong nhw cho rang, réi
loan nhan cach phan hét la chitng bénh thuoc nhém tam than phan liét.
Ngudi ta thwong gap bénh nhan hai nhan cach nhung thuc té€ cling da co
nhitng bao cao veé nhiéu truong hgp dac biét hon.

“Trong mot tai liéu ndi tiéng do bac si ngwoi My Morton Prince dé lai, c6
mot ni* bénh nhan mudi tdm tudi cé ba nhan cach. Ong goi bénh nhan nay
bang biét hiéu ‘thanh ni®’ ‘thiéu phu’ hodc ‘a4c ma’, twong tng véi ba nhan
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cach khac xa nhau. Nghe noi, con c6 mot bénh nhan nguwoi Phap dugc quan
sat c6 tGi sau nhan cach. Khiung khiép hon nita 1a Mwoi sdu nhdn cdch cua
Sybil* tttng mot thoi xon xao Nhat Ban. Co chwa nghe noi bao gio a?

“Trwong hgp cda Hiryu lan nay v6i mot nhan cach co ban va thém hai
nhan cach thinh thodng xudt hién thay nhau sam vai trong mot thoi gian
ngan la mét truong hop cuc ky dac biét va hiém thay.

“Luc ndy anh ciling da néi roi, bdi cau ta gap ¢6 ma xudt hién nhitng xao
xuyén hwéng dén sy song. Tuy nhién cau ta lai coi d6 la khuynh huwéng
khong phu hgp vdi minh, nhat dinh khong chiu dung nap.

“Cau ta cho rang chi véi sttc ctia ban than thi du lam thé nao cau ta cling
khong thé séng nhu co6 dugce. Thé nhung, lai dang cé ai d6 uy hiép mang
song cda cau ta...

“Pén day, cau ta dién cuong khao khat theo ding nghia den mot ngudi c6
thé tin cdy dé c6 vii minh, cho minh sittc manh. Diéu nay dan dén s hinh
thanh nhan cach thit ba la ‘Shimada Kiyoshi’.

“Trai nguoc lai véi nhan cach tht hai la ‘ga’, nhan cach thit ba ‘Shimada’
trg gitp Hiryu va ganh véc trach nhiém giap Hiryu tién buwdc vé phia sy
song, theo cach tredc day Shimada Kiyoshi that da lam.

“Piém then chot la ‘Shimada’ nay khéng hé hay biét ‘ga’, nguwdi dang ép
Hiryu phdi chét, la ai. Chiéu ngwoc lai cling vay, co6 1é ‘gd’ cling khong biét
‘Shimada’ thyc ra la ai.

“Bai thé, khi Hiryu ban bac véi ‘Shimada’ thi ‘Shimada’ 1ap titc tién hanh
phan tich theo quan diém cua anh ta va no luc giup d& Hiryu. Nhitng viéc
nhw diéu tra bai bao vé tai nan tau héa trat dwong ray, hay chi ra sy ton tai
cda 16i di bi mat trong khu nha... Néu nhin véi tw cach ‘Shimada’ thi anh ta
tuyét doi khong hé cé y dinh livra d6i Hiryu hay lam Hiryu rdi loan. Anh cho
rang anh ta da lam tan lwc vai tro ‘tham t¥ noi tiéng’ trg giup Hiryu véi tw
cach Shimada Kiyoshi, mot nguoi ban.

“Mat khac, vi su xuat hién cua c6 va ‘Shimada’ ma nhan cach thi¢ hai la
‘gd’ tam thoi lui vé hau truong, roéi vi mot co duyén nao do, cé 1€ la ngau
nhién, gi biét dwgc mot nguwdi khach tro trong Luc Anh Trang chinh 1a hung
tha sat hai tré em hang loat. Ga danh dong t6i 16i cia Hiryu hai mwoi tam
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ndam ve trudc véi toi ac cua Tsujii nén khong thé khong giét Tsujii tirc ‘Hiryu
th hai’.

“Giét Tsujii trot lot, ga nhan da tiép tuc hanh dong, vi ga can phai chat diet
mot 1an nita moi lién két gitra Hiryu va khat vong song. Dé c6 thé dan du
Hiryu di dén cai chét, can phai pha hiy maéi lién két, chinh la c¢6, Michizawa
a. Phan tiép theo thi c6 la nguwdi ro nhat réi, ding khong?”

Kakeba tiép tuc, “Thit Nam tuan tredc, ga chuan bi ra tay. Ga mai phuc
chd c6 dén nita dém, bam theo c6 va tan cong bang canh tay ma no canh
nhoi day cat hong giét chét c6. Nhung dén phut cudi thi ‘Shimada’ lai hién
than c6 ciu c6 theo wéc mudn cia Hiryu, ngan chan hanh dong cua ga. Tw
dau cho dén luc do, ‘Shimada’ chi xuat hién dit quang thong qua cac cudc
dién thoai va thu tt, nhuwng vi mong mudn tha thiét caa Hiryu, anh ta da xuat
hién bang xwong bang thit.

“Tw s ton tai cta 16i di bi mat, ‘Shimada’ suy luan rang hung thu la
nguwoi bén ngoai, hon nita, vdéi tw cach la manh ghép cudi cung lap day
khodng tréng trong ky tc cia Hiryu, anh ta da nhé ra cai tén ‘Masashige’
ctia dita bé ngay d6. Anh ta rut ra két luan rang anh chinh la em trai ctia
Masashige va dang nham dén Hiryu béi 1y do tra thu...

“Cudi cung, Shimada, ngwoi tw cho rang minh da cttu c6 thoat khoi ban
tay cta hung thu, quyét dinh ty gidi quyét vu 4n va yéu cau cd t6i Luc Anh
Trang vao gitta tra tht Sau. Sang hom sau, anh ta goi dién thoai cho anh,
nguwoi anh ta tin la hung thu thuce syw.”

Kakeba thd nhe, lang 1é nhin khuén mat Kisako. C6 cam thdy hinh nhw
anh dang chd co trd 16i. Tuy c6 vO s6 diéu mubén n6i nhung cubdi cung
Kisako lai im lang.

“Sau do6 thi, khong con van dé gi phitc tap nita...” Kakeba noéi. “Anh
Kawazoe thanh tra cia S& Canh sat Kyoto hom no ciling goi c6 dé lay thong
tin phai khong? Nghe noi sau d6, ho da kham noi & caa Hiryu, thdy trong
ngan kéo ban & xuwdng vé ctia cau ta cé gidy viét thu cung loai véi cac bic
thu kia. Va trong gbc ti &0 & phong ngu nha tro c6 giau chiéc ao len dinh
mau. Canh sat da xét nghiém va khang dinh vét mau dé trung véi nhém mau
cua Tsujii Yukihito.”
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“Nhu da no6i ngay tir dau, da phan nhitng diéu trén déu chi la cach giai
thich cta riéng anh dya trén cac biéu hién bén ngoai ma thoi.”

Kakeba noi, khée mat thoang nét cuoi ty giéu.

“Sém muon gi, cac chuyén gia sé dwa ra két luan cta ho. Cé 1€ chinh ban
than Hiryu gio nay cling dang dau dau suy nghi xem chuyén gi da xdy ra.”

“Sao anh lai n6i thé?... Tuy nhién...” Kisako kho s& tiép 161, “Tuy nhién,
rot cuoc... su that la thé nao?”

“Suyr that a?” Kakeba Hisashige 1am bam, ngodnh nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 nhw
muon né tranh diéu gi, “Chuyén nay...”

“Anh Kakeba.” Kisako ditt khoat héi, “Em rat thac mac vé ngwdoi anh trai
da mat vi nguyén nhan gi d6 cta anh. Tén anh ay khong phai Masashige
dang khong?”

Kisako cam thay khong thé trung hgp ngau nhién dén vay.

“Sy thue, dira tré bi anh Hiryu lam hai la da tré khac diang khong?”

Kisako dong thoi cling cam thay ngd ngo.

Tai sao Kakeba lai khong hanh dong mot cach nhiét thanh va kip thoi
hon?

Anh ta néi vi minh khong ddm chac, nhung day la van dé lién quan t6i
viéc song chét cia con nguwdi co ma? Chang phai nén sém xw ly hay sao, vi
du nhw ban bac véi vién canh sat hinh syt Kawazoe hom tredce dy? Da la ban,
thi minh nén tich cyc hanh dong mdéi dang.

“Rot cudc la thé nao, anh Kakeba Hisashige?”

“Chuyeén do...” Trwdc anh nhin nghiém trang cua Kisako, Rakeba nheo
d6i mat nho va hoi lai, “Co th néi xem?”

An sau trong tdm kham 1a mdt hinh anh rit xa, qua xa roi. Diéu nay tuyét
doi khong thé ké cho bat ct ai.
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CHUONG cuolI
Thu ctia Shimada Kiyoshi
Thu phuc dap.

Ngay nay sang ngay khdc, troi van gida lanh. Cdu on ca chir?

Rdt cdm on cdu cdch day it hbm da cho t6i biét vé vu dn cta Hiryu Soichi.

Cubi ndm ngodi, hinh nhv cdu dy co goi dién dén nha nhung tbi di vdng,
lam 16 mat cudc tro chuyén. Toi dinh chi dong lién lac lai ma khéng biét dia
chi mdi, nén danh nén noi nhd trong long.

Vé mdy sv viéc ma cdu hdi, xin trd 1oi nhw sau.

Nhv cdu da biét, kién truc sw Nakamura Seiji qua doi tam thdng Chin
nam 1985. Cung lic dé, ngbi nha 6ng & ciing chdy rui, cho nén khong thé
thu thdp day du cdc tai liéu chi tiét vé 6ng. Cd nhan toi rat kho diéu tra ra
chinh xdc 6ng ta da xdy cdt nhitng cong trinh kién truc gi, khi nao va & dau.

Tuy nhién, t6i co thé tam trinh bay doéi diéu suy nghi vé cdc vdn dé cdu
quan tam.

Thdng Chin ndm 1985, 6ng Nakamura Seiji qua doi khi vira tron 46 tudi.
Khu nha cdu Hiryu Soichi ¢ da duoc 6ng Hiryu Koyo cdi tao lgi, nhung
cling cdch day hai bdy hai tam ndm r6i, tic la khodng ddu thdp nién 1960.
Nam doé, 6ng Nakamura mdi ngodi hai muoi tudi, dang hoc Dai hoc khoa
Kién truc hodc vira tot nghiép. Khé ma tin rang Nakamura cua thoi diém dy
lai co6 co hoi nhan ddt hang cua Hiryu Koyo ¢ Kyoto.

Cho nén...

Két ludn rit ra la ngéi nha ctua Hiryu khong c6 bdt ctr méi lién quan nao
voi Nakamura Seiji. N6i cdch khdc, mot cong trinh kién triic tén Nhan Hinh
Qudn & Kyoto do Nakamura Seiji thiét ké, trén thuc té khong hé ton tai.

Té6i dinh it hom nita sé dén Kyoto thdm Hiryu, mong rdng khi dé sé may
mdan duoc gdp cdu.

Chuc cdu siutc khoe.

Kinh thuv
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Chu nhdt ngay mung 7 thang Hai nam 1988

Tu: Shimada Kiyoshi
bén: Kakeba Hisashige

AdR R R AdRAY
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34374101

Pan ba day, hop dan hinh t¢ giac
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Tén ctia vo chong, me con hodc cha con & Nhat thwong cung ho ( vi du:
vo mang ho chong hodc con mang ho me)
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Manju-sage, goc tiéng Phan, chi mdt loai hoa mau dé moc bén Hoang
tuyén, 16i dan cho cac vong hon.
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Tinh tiét trong Tokyo hoang dao an cta Soji Shimada
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Giai doan 1912-1926.
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Salvador Dali (1904 — 1989) : Hoa si Tay Ban Nha, truong phai siéu thuc
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Dang bénh tam ly, c6 mong muon tiém thitc vé quan hé tinh duc cia mot
diva tré (nhat la con trai) v@i cac bac phu huynh khac gigi ctia né.
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Cudn sach cua Flora Rheta Schreiber, dia theo cau chuyén cé that vé mot
sinh vién da nhan cach. Xuat ban nam 1973
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