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Minh lam dugc ma! Marina nhu tham. Lam dugc, lam ngon lanh!

Dan 6ng nuy, bao dong! Frankie hit vao thé ra that sau. Eo oi, dan 6ng
nuy!

Nam nguwdi mau bang xwong bang thit budc vao giita phong vé va cdi ao
choang ra.

Co gi ghé gom dau? Sinead nghi, 14y tir trong hdp ra mdét mau than chi
ngan.

Nguoi mau gay nhom ay ngoi xuéng ghé. Da ldo mau pho-mat, téc nau
nhat tét lai thanh nhitng bim dai.

“Thé hinh cta 6ng Billy day c6 do nét rat cao, cho nén cac em hdy tan
dung diéu do,” thay day vé khuyén. “Cac em dang dung gidy A1, va toi
muon cac em vé kin hét kho gidy.”

Phuu! Frankie thd ra. Troi, cdi mon hinh hoa nay c nhv dam vao mat
ngwoi ta dy. Chang 1€ ¢ day chi c6 moi minh c6 la thdy né gém sao? Co liéc
sang c6 gai ngoi bén tradi minh c6 mai téc vang dé dai.

Marina nu6t nwéc bot danh wc mot cai va cé nén cam giac buon non. Co
cam mau than chi nhé 1én va van vé trong nhitng ngén tay bip mang -
nhitng méng tay son mau do chét twong phan véi mau chi den.

Ldo nguwdi mau wdn tam than ra phia trudc.

“U, tot 1am,” thay Jack Irvine, gido vién day vé gat gu khi Sinead dung
canh ctia mau than chi dé danh bong nhitng vung t6i. “Ping cé nguong,”
thay bdo nhitng sinh vién khac. “T6i biét day la lan dau tién vdi hau hét cac
em, nhung cac em dau con la hoc sinh pho thong nita. Pay la truong Thoi
trang Trung tam va cac em da la sinh vién roi, vi vay hay t6 ra nguwoi 16n va
tap trung vao ky thuat vé di.”
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Thoi thi danh chiu vay, Frankie chép mat va c6 ép minh bat tay vao vé.

“Gom chét di duge!” Marina rén ri. Sau thtr thach cam go trong phong
hinh hoa, c6 v6i Frankie va Sinead Iti ngay ra quan ca phe. “Cai lao nguoi
mau do6 nghi gi khong biét? Lao ta phai sau mwoi la it!”

“U, phai trd ca nii tién may ra em mdi lam viéc d6,” Frankie dong tinh.
“Ai lai tran nhw nhong trwdc ban dan thién ha chi v6i hai mwoi bang...
khong dang dé nhuc nhuw thé!”

“Cong viéc thoi ma,” Sinead chi ra. “Con hon la di sap hang 1én ké siéu
thi.”

“Con lau!” Frankie va Marina phan do6i. Ca nhan ma néi, cac co tha di
xép nhitng lon ddu nwéng chong 1én nhau con hon la di 1am ngwdi mau nuy

“Vdi lai, hdy nghe day cac c6 gai ngoan hién! Bam ba me ctia bon minh
sé nghi gi?” Marina khudy tach ca phé den va nhay mat véi Sinead, truéc
khi ngé quanh can phong. Cé hai ké “ti nan” nita ciing t* 16p hinh hoa tap
vao day, cong vdi hai anh chang ma c6 mang mang la da gap ¢ dau do roi.
Tai Tuan lé Tan Sinh vién chang? Hay phuc vu & quay bar Sinh vién?
Khong, Marina cha nhé la & dau. Co bé cudc va nghia lai dién mao minh
trong tam gwong treo dang sau quay.

“Hai chi c6 thay lao ngu gat trong khi ng6i lam mau khong?” Frankie nhe
rang cuwoi, giong ndi twéng nhw bi nudt chirng trong tiéng rit ra cua chiéc
may pha ca phe.

Sinead va Marina cudi 0.

“Khong, khong phai vay! Y em 1a 140 dd dwoc tra tien dé kho mot giac
ngon lanh.”

“Thao nao ma lao ct cwa quay mai,” Marina phan nan. “Tao da phai x6a
nguc lao di dé vé lai tir dau.” Co cuwdi khic khich. Hai anh chang bén kia
gian phong nhin ba c6 cham cham va thi tham gi day.
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Frankie nga ngudi ra sau, hai tay 0m cai bung phang li ciia minh, “Gioi a,
cwoi dén dau ca bung!”

“Chtt hai dita may chua tirng thdy dan 6ng nuy a?” Sinead lau bau.

“0), tat nhién!” Marina phat cau.

Frankie im lang. Sau d6 co doi deé tai, bdo véi Sinead, “Bitc vé cua chi
hét y day.”

“Nay, ditng c6 nhin nhé, nhung bon minh da gdp hai thang cha kia ¢ dau
roi ay nhi?” Marina hdéi, thi thao ma c6t dé ngwoi khac nghe thay.

Sinead va Frankie quay qua, tr6 mat nhin.

“ Pd bdo la dirng c6 nhin ma!” Marina gat.

Anh chang mic jacket da ditng day va di vé phia ba cd. O, khong phai.
Anh ta dang t6i quay dé 1dy thém ca phé. Tén kia, trong quyén rii hon, dang
doc tap chi am nhac.

“Hai tén d6 & ngoi nha doi dién quang trwong véi bon minh chit dau,”
Frankie bdo Marina, tinh rui. “Tén madc jacket hay cuGi chiéc mo-t6 mau
bac. Em thdy han dau xe ngoai ctta hoai.”

“Han dep trai qua chirng,” Marina khen.

“Hai dita may ma thanh cdp thi cha khac nao Nguoi Pep va Quai Vat,”
Sinead noi. Marina trong nht méi budc ra t* mot bo phim thap nién 40 -
toc vang, mong tay son, moi son bong - trong khi anh chang cudi xe
Neanderthal trong nhw nguwdi van song trong hang dong va thuwong xuyén
phat ra nhitng tiéng gir gir. C6 diéu, nhw Frankie vira néi, anh ta séng & ngoi
nha d6i dién véi bon cd. “A, céi tén dang doc tap chi kia... dep trai hét y !”

“Co dita nao udng ca phé nita khong?” Marina héi bat thinh linh, ditng
bat day va di téi quay. Trwdc khi ai do kip thot 1én “Ai nhw Marilyn Monroe
kia!” " c6 d3 chuyén tro tiu tit v6i Anh - Chang-Ao-Jacket-Da.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Em la sinh vién Thoi trang nam nhat cda dai hoc Thoi trang Trung tam,”
Marina tho thé.

“Vay a?” Rob tra tién ca phé cho minh.
“Trong anh giong Marlon Brando qud,” bong nhién c6 bugt miéng.
Anh bat cudi, “O, trong phim The Godfather ha?”

“Khong phai, Brando trong phim On the Waterfront co. Kiéu nhu thé nay
nay, ‘Ta la mot doi thu!”” Co bdp cudn cudn, va cdt giong goi tinh , c6 tham
nghi. “Em la Marina. Bon em séng & gan nha anh trén quang truedng
Walgrave.”

“T6i 1a Rob,” anh gidi thiéu, nhan tién thtra. “Nha s6 may?”

“Tén chang la Rob, nha s6 45,” ba phit sau, Marina bao cdo véi Sinead
va Frankie. “Biét gi nita khong? Chang lam viéc tai xwéng kim hoan.”

“0 dau?” Frankie héi. Do trang sitc 1a hoi thé cta cd.

“Ngay tai trrong minh,” Marina giai thich roéi gio dién thoai 1én, “Cé ca
sO cta chang nita day nay!”

“Hai-khong cho Arsenal,” Rob twong thuat. Anh dang thong thuot trén
ghé x0-pha, giay bot vdi 4o da da 16t ra hét.

“Hay,” Travis lam bam. Anh chang dang ng6i bén ban, quay lwng lai phia
tivi va sam soi cai 6ng kinh dat tién mdi cau.

Rob tung mot lon bia nhe wép lanh cho Travis, “Lam mot lon di.”

“Tuyét, cam on.”

Phuyec... phuc! Cai am thanh hoa vao nhau cta hai lon bia dwgc mé cung
mot lic cé sic 16i cudn la ky, nghe nhv tiéng nhac.

“Con ba pht nita, khong tinh bu gio,” Rob twong thuat. “Nay, c6 thay co6
toc vang tan chuyén véi minh bén quay ca phé khi ndy khéng?”
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“Khong, anh giai. H6i nao?” Travis lo dang. Céi ong kinh nay la loai
chup xa doi mdi nhat, va anh chang da phai tau n6 v&i mot cai gia cat co.

“M6i ndy cht dau. Mot em nam nhat. Cé nang hoi sé dién thoai cta
minh.”

“C6 ma ma!”

“That!” Tran dau dang dién ra nhitng phut bu gio. Lic nay nhitng chang
phao thu thanh London da dinh doat ti s6.

Travis gan 6ng kinh mgi vao chiéc Nikon cua minh ré6i ngam vao Rob
dang ngdi stim sup trén ghé xd-pha. “O, phai... Anh dich thi 1d mén qua
Thuwong dé ban cho phu nit con gi!”

Rob cudi toét, “May em nam nhat thi lic nao ma cha xoan xuyt lay cac
anh khéa trén ha chi! Oi, trong tai, thing cha d6 viét vi roi kia!”

Rob bay gio da lot han vao kinh ngam ctia Travis, lon bia cam trong tay,
chui vé phia tivi ma ham hyc chivi rda. Travis lia 6ng kinh ra cho khac va
tap trung vao man hinh. “Chac chuyén ciing chi ditng ¢ ddy thoi,” anh
chang lau bau.

“Con lau,” Rob néi day tu tin. Tran dau két thic va anh tha 16ng nguoi.
“Tén co nang la Marina. Nang bao sé goi cho minh.”

Moi thit déu qud... mdi! Frankie nghi trong lic dang ditng cung Marina
ngoai ctra, chd Sinead luc tim chia khoa. Nha méi, thanh ph6é mdi, nhitng
con nguwoi maGi. Co téi day da dwgc mot tuan, da phat hién ra nhitng ctra
hang ttr thién va nhitng sap quan 4o ngoai troi, da hoa vao cac hoat dong
cua dam tan sinh vién, c6 say xin chut dinh, va cting da tham gia nam muoi
t0 chitc xa hoi va cau lac b, ay thé ma c6 van thdy minh nhw Gretel bi lac
trong ri'ng ma khong c6 Hansel 2 i sap toi, 1l s6i dir va bon tiéu phu
dang rinh rap ngoai kia.

“Mau lén, Sinead, lanh teo ca ngwdi roi day nay!” Marina rén ri.
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“Thi mac do khoac vao,” Sinead dé nghi, 16i hang nita td son béng, mot
cai lwgc, vai dong xu 1é va m¢ khan gidy ra khoi tdi xach.

Lam sao ma hai ba nay lai ci? tinh kho nhw da hoc dai hoc cd doi roi thé
khéng biét? Frankie tu hoi, trong khi c6 thi choang ngop, choang nggp hoan
toan.

“E, lai ma xem cd nang hen néng mdi toanh ctia anh kia!” Travis goi
Rob, lic nay dang chui dau vao ban phan tich sau trdn dau. Travis dang
ding bén ctra s6, dwa may chup hinh l1én ngam, chia vé hwéng ba co gai
16ng lay bén kia quang trwong.

> »

“Co0 dy khong phdi loai ‘hen néng’,” Rob cau nhau, nhung ciing ngéc dau
1én dé ngé mot cai.

“Troi oi, gio thoi tung dau toc 1én roi day nay!” Marina rén ri, hét nhin
Sinead lai nhin Frankie. “May ciing khong mang chia khoa theo a?”

“Khong. Chtt chi thi sao?”

“Co tii dau ma mang,” Marina giai thich. Hom nay c6 dién quan jeans
cat 6ng vGi do thun co thuyén dén 16p vé, nhung tui tiéc lam chim dwong
may cda quan nén co da may bit tat ca lai. Lic nay gi6 tap nhitng lon téc
vao ma c6, con canh tay thi néi day gai oc. “Udc gi tao dwgc nhu may,” co
thd dai vai Frankie trong khi Sinead vitt hét cac thit linh tinh trong gié xach
xuong bac thém.

“La sao?” Frankie nhiu may, doan la cau tréd 16i sé chang hay ho gi.

, i N Xu‘f\ X\ , & RS u ~ ’i V kd o N i, i kd
“A, tinh ma @ x0a, chang can quan tam tdi vé bé ngoai,” Marina tra
10i. “Tao thi khé chiéu hon nhiéu, hiéu chwa?”

Biét ngay ma, ding la do ddng ghét, Frankie nghi. “O, hiéu roi,” co lau
bau.

Marina ngugng ngung. Phi phui cdi miéng phdi gio cua may, Marina! Ta
on Troi, cubi cung Sinead ciing tim thay chiéc chia khoa chét tiét kia.
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“Ho vao nha r6i!” Travis twong thuat. “Nang t6c vang cta anh chen vao
tredc. Cai em lap di mang bot téi tan dui dang nhat do dac. Nang t6c nau
chan dai cdi xuéng gitp ban. Gi¢ thi ho da vao ca roi, dang dong ctra...
Chac ho dang thd phao nhe nhom!”

“Ho. Xem Sky "c6 gi n2o?” Rob tu héi, trd lai v6i man hinh Teletext -

“Oi, mai am gia dinh!” Sinead thd dai, dwva tay vudt mai t6c mém, ngin
ngun. Cach day mot thang, c6 da nhudm toc mau vang nhat. Ngay mai co
dinh sé nhuém thanh mau do ryc cho hgp téng véi cai 4o vest nhung ké mot
xtra mai lung dwoc & chg. Tuy nhién, vao lic nay, c6 con ca dong thung véi
tdi xach den to twéng trong hanh lang phéi don dep, va mot dam va-li & cau
thang can sap xép. M@ day dién tir dan nghe nhac cta Frankie bo loang
ngodng tir phong khach ra tdn phong doi dang trudc.

“Chtrng nao me may quay lai day kiém tra cac thit ha Sinead?” Marina
héi Sinead, kéo 1€ cai va-li khong 16 thém hai bac thang nita thi hét hoi va
danh bé cuoc.

“Chac la con lau. Me tao vé Dublin r6i.”

“Co ai uong ca phé khong?” Frankie héi, nhdy qua dong d6 dac ngdn

~ A <L~ 5. 4 s e mirss A L fe U U

ngang dé vao nha bep. “Ikea - chét tiet!” co hét am khi chui nhao vao mot
cai ti com-mot to chinh inh.

Diing la me! Sinead nghi. Me mua mot ngoi nha sinh vién cho minh co
cho td tuc. Tuyét! Xong xubi, me don vao do ca déng do gia dung chua ldp
rdp roi téch vé Ireland vdi 6ng b6 ctia me!

“Ca phé day!” Frankie thong bao. “Khong sita. Hét mat r6i.” C6 dat ba
cai ly xudng gitta phong khach ngdn ngang.

“Bon minh can mot nguwdi dan 6ng!” Sinead thé dai. Co khéo vén chuyén
vai voc, kéo kim véi may khau, nhung ba cai thit do dac linh tinh thi chiu
chét. “Canh dan 6ng sé biét cach bién cai dam linh kinh trong nhitng chiéc
thung nay thanh nhitng vat dung ngay ngan cho ta ng6i an véi tan déc.”
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Mot thoang im lang troi qua, roi Marina thiang thinh, “Tao sé kiém cho
bon minh mot chang...”

“0O dau? Trong Nhitng Trang Vang a?” Sinead ué 0ai hoi.

“Khong. Anh chang ma bon minh gdp hoéi sang dy,” Marina n6i, méc
dién thoai ra, thong tha buéc vao cai phong trong nhin ra quang treong phia
tredc. Can phong nay duwgc son mau be, gan 10 swdi kiéu cii, v6i nhitng ké
sach cao, chim trong twong va mot cdi ctta sO dai mau hong, dung tGi tan
san nha. Marina nhin ra ctta s6 sang phia bén kia quang trueong.

“Rob-Ao-Jacket-Da dy ha?” Sinead bat cudi. “Néu tao khong nham thi
may vira tro chuyén chdp nhoang trong khodng hai phit vira ghim han vao
quay, ding khong?”

“Thi sao? Tao cham chang r6i day.”

“Khoan!” Sinead phan doi. “May khong thé mai han t6i day dugc. Lo do
la m6t thang dé hoi thi sao?”

“Khong doi nao, tao bao dam.” Tit, tit, tit. Marina bam so.

“Ngan no lai di!” Sinead nai ni Frankie.

Nhung Frankie lai vé phe Marina trong chuyén nay, “Tay ay la k¥ thuat
vién ctia xuwdng kim hoan chit dau. Thé nao ciling phai thao mdy cai vu co-1é
vOi lai mo-lét!”

“Al6...?” mot giong ndi dé chiu, chang té y nghi ngo gi vang 1én tir dau
day bén kia.

“Chao Rob!” Marina cét giong ngot ngao. “Em la Marina & nha so 13...
Bon minh md&i gdp nhau, anh nhé khong?”
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"“Marina than twong Marilyn Monroe, thich phuc sttc va lam diéu bo
giong minh tinh ndi tiéng nay, thé nén khi tréong thay co6 thi ngudi khac
thwong hay thot 1én “Trong kia, ai nhw Marilyn Monroe!” - ND.

2 A " vy N .

““Hai nhan vat trong truyen “Hansel and Gretel ” cua anh em nha Grims,
ké vé hai dira tré bi lac gitta rirng gia, tim dugc dwong vé nha nho nhitng
vién séi trang.

“Ten mot kénh truyén hinh & Anh, chuyén vé thé thao - ND.

V‘”‘Dich vu dién toan cung cap thong tin, tin tirc (gia ca thi trwong, tau xe,
thoi tiét, chwong trinh giai tri, dich vu...) dwdi dang van ban dugc cap nhat
lien tuc tréen man hinh tivi cho nguwoi dat thué - ND.

[EJ‘Thu’dng hiéu do go gia dung noi tiéng cta Thuy Dién, c6 chi nhanh

nhuwong quyén ¢ 31 qudc gia trén thé gidi - ND.
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HAI

Ngay 28 thang Chin, 8:30 sang.

Chao tat cd moi nguwoi. Cha, sao minh lai khéng di du tiéc nhi? Minh
biét, nhw vay that dang ti€c. Nhung con gai ma, thinh thodng cling can phai
g0i dau va son mong tay chi.

Marina mo co trén ban phim bang hai ngén tay, quan mot cai khan bong
1én m& téc con w6t - chiéc may vi tinh cta cd dit ngay ngan trén cai ban
hiéu Tkea nhé ma Rob da ti man lap rap.

HOom nay minh vé& dwgc mét chi€c vay ngan thoi thap nién 1960 &
Oxfam. Vai dun béo den trang. Mary Quant-ish xira xtta xtra xwra. Va tim
thay... m6t anh chang!!! - mac du chang chang hay biét gi. Tén la Rob...

“Lai blog!” Frankie thd dai. Co di tGi va ngd qua vai Marina. “Rob oi,
hay coi chirng!”

“Ai ma thém doc may céi thit vé van d6?” Sinead hoi, hi hii gio dong do
dung thiét yéu cda minh ra: kep dudi téc, kem boi gia mau ram nang,...

“Tat ca nhitng ngwoi ham mo cua Marina trén thé gidi nay lai cha suwéng
ron 1én dy chit!” Frankie giai thich. “E cac chi oi, c6 ai thdy dién thoai cta
em dau khong?”

“Khong thay!”

“Khong thay!”

“Sinead, nha may gitm em xem né dang & cho quai nao cai?” Frankie
non nong cho tiéng chudng dién thoai reo, réi moi luc dwdi dong goi va dac
thang 16i cai dién thoai ra.

Ciing dang vao hom nay, minh da bi danh guc, “t6i mat t6i mai”
truwdc mot lao ma minh chwa gap bao gio, Marina go phim.
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“Po6 chét them!” Frankie cuwoi 16n va doc lai.
Lao thudc tip ngudi hoi co, dang dep, nhung cha biét 1a c6 6c khong.

“Ai cha cha!” Frankie diin Marina ra khoi ghé va khua ban phim, Chi ay
dang néi vé cai ldo nguwdi mau trong 1dp vé hinh hoa cia bon nay day -
Frankie.

“Cam on nhé, c6 em!” Marina gianh lai cai ghé va thoat khéi blog.

“Gi vay? Em dang bao vé thanh danh cho chi ma. Chi khong muon ca thé
gi¢i nghi minh da ngu v6i mot ldo gia ban thiu day chi?”

“Chua biét chitng né muon thé cling nén,” Sinead noéi, ra diéu hiéu
chuyeén.

“U, biét dau,” Marina xac nhan.

“Gom! Thé ma em c twdng chi mét anh chang Rob-Ao-Jacket-Da - anh
chang Co Bap co chit!” Frankie do phich xuéng chiéc ném futon ma chang
trai cia Marina vira mdi rap xong.

“Hirm, cling t0i thang cha dy ra phét!” Sinead da lién tuc chdm ca phé
cho Rob trong khi anh ban rén véi may cai co-1é. Anh chang dén lic hai gio
chiéu va bat tay vao viéc luon. Mot chiéc ném futon, hai cai ban viét, mot
chiéc ban va bon chiéc ghé - xong xudi, anh chang ra vé, mét dw du.

“Chtt bon may c6 thdy chang kéu ca gi khong?” Marina héi, tat may tinh.
Su6t budi chiéu c6 da phung phiu, mim cwoi, diu dang va lién tuc chdp mat
v6i Rob. Thé thi anh chang con kéu ca céi noi gi nao?

“ Mo6i hen néng thé nao r6i?” Travis héi khi thay Rob vira 1ét vé tdi nha.

“Troi oi, quang cho minh mot lon bia v&i!” Rob thd hat. “C6 dén chét

')’

minh cling khéng bao gio muon thdy mét cai ti com-mot nao nita

“Ob4aaa!” Frankie ré 1én khi chiéc ném futon dé sup duéi lung. C6 nga
nhao xudng san va lan vao déng gbéi. “Troi oi, gdy chan t6i réi. Ai rap cai
nay ky vay?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Sinead kéo Frankie day, “Rob chi¥ con ai. Ma may c6 nghe han noi gi vé
tén ban chung nha v6i han khong? Vé cdi... anh chang dep trai ay.”

“A, han la sinh vién dién anh va nhiép anh trong minh,” hé nhac dén
canh con trai la tri nhé ctia Marina lai bén nhw dao cao. “Nam hai. Yéu am
nhac. Tén la Travis. Ma sao?”

“Chang sao c4,” Sinead lam bam.
“U, dung roi, chang sao!” Marina va Frankie cudi pha 1én.

“Am U nhv bo khong tan trong miéng may ay!” Marina gheo Sinead.
“Nghe day, néu khodi Travis, sao may khong thi nhan quéch di cho r6i?”

Sinead nhan mat va bo vao bép, “Ai thém khodi han? Tao chi méi thay
han c6 mot 1an, ma lai ti* mai dang xa.”

“Thé 1a da ro6i,” Marina khang khang, hich Frankie. “Tring phoc, né phai

"’

long Travis

“Dién do vao nao!” Frankie dot nhién phan. “Mau lén, moi nguwoi chi cé
muoi lam phut théi day!”

“Pé lam gi?” Marina va Sinead thac mac. “Coé tro gi vay? Dinh di dau
a?”

“Du tiéc!”

“Du tiec?” doi mat xanh xam ctia Marina sang rd. Co6 yéu thich tiéc tung
va ngay lap tirc da biét 1a minh sé phdi mac gi.

“O dau?” Sinead hoi.

“Ngay tai quang trrong nay, nha s6 26,” Frankie trd 11, da xuong tdi nira
cau thang. “Rob da bao vay. Cha biét ddy la nha ai, nhung Rob bdo lao véi
Travis sé toi do!”

“ Pd-da-da-da '” Marina xong vao phong Sinead trong bd dam hai day
mau vang-hong, giay xang-dan quai manh.
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“Mat mé qua day,” Sinead nhan xét, thé la Marina lién bién ngay ra khéi
ctra.

Keé tiép la Frankie, lung nhung trong quan jeans, do len méng c6 chit V
xanh lo khoac bén ngoai 4o soc xanh-trang.

“Thiéu noi bat,” Sinead phan. “Nhwng cai vong c6 thi dwgc ddy. Con tao
thi sao?”

Frankie ngam nghia Sinead trong cai 40 gam kim tuyén mau kem bo sat,
vay chiffon mau héng, kem theo doi giay cao gét mdot tac mau hoa ca. “Noc-
ao. Khong doi tha!” Frankie thi nhan. “Chi kiém céi do nay & dau vay?”

“Tw may ldy ddy. Ca vay nita. Nhung trong cé duoc that khong?”

“0... that,” Frankie bao dam, r6i chay vii di thay bo khéc.

“Tiéc-oi-tiéc-hdi!” Marina ngam nga khi ditng trwdc cira can nha s6 26
trong chiéc 4o hai day kém vdi vady xoe dong mau den, diém mét sgi ruy-
bang mau hong that quanh eo. “ Happy birthday to you !” cd cat tiéng hat
ngay khi mot chang trai toc nhudém vang tirng vét, do so-mi den md cita ra.

“Khong phai sinh nhat t6i,” anh ta cudi toe toét, nhung cling maoi ca ba
vao nha.

“Tao chi c6 mo6i bd nay la nghiém chinh nhat,” Marina thi tham giai thich
khi c6, Frankie va Sinead chen qua dam dong on ao. “Tao mudn kin dao
hon.”

“Tai sao?” Frankie nhwdng 1ong may that cao.

“Vi tao khong muon lam kinh déng bay ngwa,” Marina dap mot cach bi
hiém. Roi cO phat hién ra chiéc jacket da ctia Rob & bén canh dan am thanh,
lién tién thang tdi cho anh chang.

“N6 ma kin dao cai noi gi ha Troi,” Sinead vira cwoi tit, vira nhin quanh
tim Travis.
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“O, em nghi Marina dang 1am kinh dong bay ngua kia,” Frankie tan dong
khi thdy Marina dén Rob chét di vao mot chiéc loa. “Tét hon la chi 4y nén
can than khong bon ho lai loan ca 1én.”

“Hinh nhw han la DJ thi phdi,” Sinead lo dang tra 10i, lia mat khap
phong. Co dang tim gwong mat mé hon cua Travis, an gitta mai toc nau tua
tua. Va khi thdy anh chang dang ditng trong géc phong, tay cam mot lon
bia, c6 chgt hit vao mdt hoi that gap. Cha, minh thich chang that réi, co
thtra nhan.

“Chang cua chi kia!” Frankie nhin theo anh mat Sinead. “Anh 4y ding cé
moi minh kia! Tién lén di ba chi, con cho gi nita?”

Sinead do buwng mat, xong lai cuwoi twoi réi, “Chi a? Chi thi cuc ky kin
dao! That!”

“Ttc la e 1€ &y ha?” Frankie khong thé tin n6i. Sinead kho qua. Dang véc
va phong céach cua co thtra sttc ‘hép hon” bat cit anh chang nao. Trong khi
Frankie lai thudc tip nguwdi phédi quen than réi mdéi tir tiv ma thwong dugc.
Bon con trai trong tredng chang bao gio bAm quanh c6 nhw da chon von
quanh Marina va Sinead.

Frankie cudi cung ciing quyét dinh deo cai vong c6 ma ban nay Sinead da
tram tr6 khen nggi. Co da ty tay thiét ké va lam lay - mot chuoi hat i ti
trong su6t, deo khit c6, cé hai sgi manh bang bac dung dwa phia truéc. Roi
di kém v6i 40 yém mau den va quan jeans. Chi can c6 phong céach la dugc -
vay la da doi vGi co - chang can phai qua noi bat. That ra, Frankie thudc
mau nguwoi ma hau hét cac chang trai chang bao gio dé mat tdi!

Trong khi do Sinead lai thu hut canh dan ong nhuv hii mat ong. Thi kia,
bon ho dang vo ve quanh c6, ké moi do uong, ké héi tén hoi tudi. Frankie
thd dai va nhin quanh. Rob da thoat khéi Marina mét 1at dé thay dia nhac va
gio dang van to am lwgng 1én. Budi tiéc sap t6i hoi cao trao.

“Cho thém it bia di!” Rob goi Travis. Anh lam diéu bé nudt wc mot lon
nuwéc, ngu y minh khong thé roi khoi dan am thanh.
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“Pay anh nay!” Marina n6i ém ru, chia cho Rob mot lon. C6 da tinh san
ca roi.

“Cam on,” anh li nhi.

“Minh nhdy nhé?” c6 héi, nam ldy canh tay anh.

“Khong dugc. Toi dang ban. Néu thich thi ban chon bai ké tiép di.”

“ Wow . Tuyét!” Marina dat mot ngon tay lén lan moi dudi goi cam mot
cach tram tv. “Um, bai nao bay gid? Bai nay nhé?” Cb giit dia nhac sét
ngwoi dén noi Rob phai chém vé phia c6 ma ldy. Marina mé man canh tay
tran cta anh. “Anh tap thé hinh a?” c6 héi.

“Nhin kia!” Frankie cwoi 16n. “Méi c6 nam phit ma Marina da tiép can
va t6 ra than mat véi muc tiéu roi!”

“Con phai noi, tai nang hiém ma lai,” Sinead dong y.

“Tiéc la cdi tai ay lai phi pham vao Rob.”

Chang Ao Jacket Da dang ban chinh nhac va phét 1¢ nhitng tin hiéu caa
Marina.

“Co 1€ anh chang dang c0 ra vé ta day khong dé cwa cam,” Sinead khong
tin 1a Rob chwa nhan ra chién thuét tan cong don dap ctia Marina.

“Co thé thé,” Frankie thira nhan. “Ma ciing c6 thé anh ta khong bat dwoc
tin hiéu!”

“Tao da tht hét cach r6i!” Marina rén ri khi cung Sinead va Frankie xép
hang vao nha vé sinh. Ca ba dang ditng giita cau thang, dwa lwng vao tuwong
dé tranh nhitng vi khach dang di 1én di xuéng. Bén dwdi, tiéng nhac nén inh
inh t ban chinh nhac cta Rob.

“U, bon nay thay hét roi,” Sinead néi. “Chéc hin ky con géi.”
Marina lui phét lai nhw dang déng kich, “Y may 1a chang gay ha?”

“Khong!” Frankie lac dau.
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“Khong,” Sinead giai thich. “Y tao 1a hdn khong bit duwoc tin hidu. Cé
nhitng tén nhw vay day.”

Frankie gat dau, “U. Kiéu dan 6ng nhu Rob chi thich ngdi mot minh xem
tivi thoi. Néu chi cha dong thi thé nao anh ay ciing chi néi dugc c6 moi mot
diéu la tén ngdc nao da ghi ban vao lwdi Lichtenstein & vong loai cip chau
Au”

Marina ngam nghi r6i lac dau, “Tao khong tin. Khéng doi nao!”

“Tin em di,” Frankie bdo. “May chuyén do6 xay ra hoai.”

“Xin 16i,” Travis thi thao vé&i Sinead khi di ngang qua. Anh chang cham
phai anh nhin cta co.

Sinead quan sat doi twong that nhanh: doi mat nau, 16ng may thang,
miéng cong nét va moi duwdi day dan...

“Travis!” Marina goi giat lai, tim 14y canh tay anh chang va theo xuéng
cau thang. “Anh ban Rob ctia cau sao r6i? Anh ay c6 néi gi vé t& khong?
Anh ay c6 ban géi chwa? i, n6i cho té biét di... TG rat can biét!”
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“Trong nganh thoi trang, cac em phai that nang dong mdi dwoc,” thay
Tristan Fox rao giang trwdc 16p. “Cac em can phai c6 nghi lwc, kha nang

")

sang tao, kha nang truyén dat va ca sy tai hoa nita

“Hu!” Frankie nhan nhé véi Marina va Sinead. “Dém qua em ndc nhiéu
ruegu qua.”

“Trong nam nhat nay, ching t6i sé hwéng dan cho cac em céach thiét ké
nhitng trang phuc dep va nhitng phu kién di kém. Con vé phan minh, cac

"’

em sé phai cach tan, tim toi va sang tao

“Oi!” Frankie rén ram, vo dau bitt tai. C6 khong chac minh cé theo kip
nhitng thitr &y khong.

Thay Tristan ngoi chém ché trén mot chiéc ghé cao, mot tay khé ti 1én
dui. Thay dwgc ménh danh la Ngai Phong Cach, v6i mai téc béng bénh va
chiéc so mi xa-tanh mau xanh da troi b6 sat nguwdi. Chat giong vung Mid-
Atlantic *-cta thay réat dic biét, va tudi cia thay thi khé ma doan dugc.
“Bay gio toi muon tat ca cac em hdy ldy nhitng mau thiét ké hoi du tuyén
vao treong ra va chon ldy mot tac phdm ma cac em wng y nhat,” thay noéi
v6i dam sinh vién. “Sau do hay trinh bay cho ca 16p nghe vé quy trinh thiét
ké tdc pham ay.”

Marina can can moéi. Mot dé nghi khé nudt day - ¢6 c6 hang nira td mau
thiét ké dé ma lwa chon.

“Cttu v6i!” Frankie lau bau trong c6 hong. C6 mé tap ho so ra. Ban thiét
ké chuoi hat dau r6i? D6 la mén kha kham nhat ma c6 c6 thé nghi tdi.

. ’ 3 ’ ’ ~ > ’ A ’ [Z]_ ~ >
Sinead xem xét mau ao khoac lay cam hitng tir Chloé “ra - 6ng tay xé,
c6 mot sgi day xich nhé ndi ti tdi trén xudng thi dudi.
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“Em 106i thoi ba nam r6i,” thay Tristan bao Sinead khi di ngang. Roi thay
cam bdn thiét ké chiéc vong c6 bang bac ctia Frankie 1én va hoi, “Céi gi goi
cho em y twdng nay?”

Frankie run ray tra 10i, “Em thay nhitng bitc graffiti g ga xe dién ngam
va nghi ra mau thap tu gia cong nay.”

“Téao bao va thu vi ddy, nhung ma ciling hoi 16i thoi ro6i. Con céi nay?”
thay Tristan dich ti€ép qua tdc pham cta Marina. Thay chi mau thiét ké mot
bd dam ngan, xép nép, vGi that lvng da 16n va dang ten vang ong. “Bat
nguon tr dau thé nay?”

“Em ldy cam hing tir nhitng bé phim hoi thap nién 1930,” sy tw tin cia
Marina khién c6 tré nén noi bat. “Em muon c6 ao khoét sau va duong nét
dit khoat, r6i em thém vao mot chit cach tan, nhw da 16n day.”

Thay Tristan nghién cttu that k§ cac hinh vé cia Marina. “Nhung ma bat
chudc Versace qua dang,” thay nhan xét.

“Vay la xau a?” Marina hdi lai, cat van dén noi dén chon.

Vang tran botox “cta thay Tristan thoang nhiu lai, nhung r6i cling nhanh
chong gian ra. “Ciing khong han,” thay thtra nhan va lwét di tiép.

“Marina, chi dam tay doéi v&i thay Tristan Fox! Em thi sg¢ mu6n chét!”
Frankie cam than sau dé6. Ba c6 gai lai tu tap ca phé sau mén hoc dau tién
trong ngay. “Ma lai doi dap véi thay Tristan Fox méi khiép chi!”

“Thay dy lam viéc cho Charles Jourdan,” Sinead tiét 10. “Nhan vat s6 mot
trong nganh giay dép ¢ thanh pho nay day!”

“Tao khong thich cai cach thdy xem thuwong tdc pham ctia bon minh,”
Marina nhtn vai. “Troi a, bon minh mdi chi 1a sinh vién nam nhat théi ma.”

“Mong cho nhanh nhanh mé ctta may cai xwéng thyc hanh di,” Sinead
dong tinh. “Ci dwa day cai kéo, thé la hanh phic r6i.”
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“U, sau d6 bon minh con di xem trinh dién thdi trang va tham hoi chg
thwvong mai nita chit,” Frankie nhac ca bon.

“Paris!” Sinead thag ra.

“Milan. New York!” Marina mo dén nhitng san catwalk quoc té 1ong lay.
“Tucson!” Frankie cuoi toe.

“Tucson?” Marina va Sinead bong dap xu6ng dat cai oach.

“U... Tucson, Arizona - noi dang cai t6 chitc hdi chg d4 quy va da hiém
16n nhat thé gidi. Noi treng bay nhitng vién tuamalin 16n bang méng tay
cai!”

“ Xoi !” Marina va Sinead that vong ra mat.

Frankie tac lwdi, nhac gié xach 1én.

“Cai tdi tréng ngd qua nhi,” Sinead ndi, than phuc cai tuii vai jeans diém
thém nhitng méanh vai théu mau dé. “Em ty lam 1dy a?”

“Chit sao. Um... may chi sao nao, con gi& em phai vao 16p nit trang day.
Gadp lai sau nhé!”

“Cho tao da!” Marina bo dad tach ca phé van con mot nita va phéng theo
Frankie. “Chi cho tao xwéng kim hoan ¢ dau di.”

Frankie xam xam di dang tredc, doc theo hanh lang, xuéng mot day cau
thang. “Chiu, khong biét! Ma chi dén day lam gi?”

“Thi ct cho la tao dang gap chut van dé ky thuat trong du 4n dau tién cta
minh di.”

Frankie nhiu may, “Nhwng ma chi da bat dau dy an cia minh dau?... O
0... em hiéu roi!”

“... Mot van deé ky thuat ma c6 1é chuyén vién k¥ thuat xuwdong nit trang cé
thé giup tao gidi quyét.”

“Marina!” Frankie canh bao, ddy nham ctra va v4i lui ban lai.
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“Gi")”

“Chang Rob ay ma... chi x6ng vao anh ay manh bao qua day.”

: - s a1 U 1]
Marina hat nhe mai toc va vudt thang cai ao ngan ciin cia minh, “ Moi
'p))

Tim duwgc ding ctta, Frankie ditng chan & 16i vao xwéng. “Phai, chit con
ai!” ¢o bat binh.

“Sao lai tdi mudn thé?” gido vién quat nhitng nguwdi mdi tdi. “Mau tim
cho ngoi di.”

“Nhung...!” Marina dinh giai thich.

“T6i noi 1a ngo6i xudng co ma!”

Marina danh ng6i xudng.

“Pau dudi, nguyén do ma tao v6 tinh chiu tran cai budi thuyét gidang dau
tién - ma ciing 1a cudi cung - vé lich st nganh trang siic chau Au 1a thé
ddy,” Marina ké vGi Sinead khi ca ba c6 cung tha bo ti trvong vé nha. Co
ngung ngudy sai nhitng budc chan Marilyn Monroe trén via hé va hat vang
mot doan trong bai “ Kim cuong la ban than nhdt cta con gdi ™.

“N hitng vién da khong hu hao hinh thu! ” Sinead hat xen vao.

“ Kim cwong la ban thdn nhdt cta con gdi! ” ca ba cung cat giong khi
bién nhan vién van phong trudc mat da di khuat.

“Chij thdy c6 Claudia Brown thé nao?” Frankie hoi Marina.

“M0t quy ba rung ron!” Marina tré 16i, bat chéo hai ngon tay tré nhu kiéu
dang né tranh loai ma ca rong. Ba c6 d6 chi cao cé6 nam bd hai [@', toc dai
den nhanh chai sat ra sau guwong mdt goc canh, nhung giong noi thi hung
hon chang thua gi mot thwong si dang tap hop quan linh.

“Co ay thiét ké do trang stic cho hau hét cac dai gia dinh & chau Au day,”
Frankie bdo véi hai c6 ban. “Lay mot ngudi trong hoang toc Pan Mach, hay
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Ha Lan gi day...”

“Vay la may khong gdp dugc Chang Co Bap ctia may a?” Sinead hoi
Marina. “Ptrng c6 gia nai... Tao thtra biét vi sao méi sang banh mat ra ma

',)

may da ke ké bam theo con Frankie roi
“Thi sao?”

“Em dd bdo la chi tdn c6ng ngudi ta qua manh bao r6i con gi,” Frankie
noi. “Ma trong bira tiéc déem qua, ngay ca Travis cling canh bao chi dung c6
deo Rob nhw sam nita. Anh dy chay mat dép ddy. Vay ma... chi c6 thém
nghe dau.”

“0 0... con tao thi dé y thdy nang Sinead nho nhin e 1é va chang Travis
cubi cung cling c6 dwoc cai quai gi dau... Oi khéng! ”

“Cam on da nhac nho to6i!” Sinead lam bam.

“Ai nhac, tao chi mudn néi 1a, néu cai kiéu e ap bén 1én chi gitup dwoc
may t@i muc do - tire la thui thui mot minh trong goc, nhin bon con gai khac

"J

thao thao bat tuyét véi anh chang ctia minh - thi tao, tao xin kiéu, cAm on

“E, hai nguwoi nay,” Frankie chen vao giita Sinead va Marina. “Bifa tiéc
dé6 thuc ra dau c6 phai la ly twdng nhat cho viéc quyén rii bon con trai dau.”
C6 nhun vai. Thye t€ thi ca ba c6 déu bi bé tro ra, phai dat diu nhau bang
qua quang trwong vao lic hai gio sang, trong khi Travis gitp Rob thu don
dan am thanh.

“Thé méi nhuc!” Marina rén 11, kéo c6 4o cao lén, gid vo nhu dang che
mat.

Lic nay la gio cao diém va quang treong Walgrave chat ciing xe c6 on a.
“Véi lai, tao nghi, Travis c6 1é khong phdi loai dé lam ban trai,” Sinead cao
giong, at ca tiéng coi xe. “Ma biét dau bon nay sé thanh mdt cap dang
hoang thi sao.”

Frankie va Marina tron mat.
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Sinead cang khoét sau vét thuong long hon nira, “Trong chang c6 vé dao
hoa vay thoi, chi chac chan chang khéng phai loai ngwdi nhw vay.”

Im lang - mot sy im lang dwgc hau thuan béi tiéng xe co.

“Nghe nay, day sé chang dai gi ma dau da véi hang ta dita con gai khac
dé c6 dugc sy cha y cia chang dau nhé.”

“Co nghe nham khong Troi!” Marina khong tin vao tai minh nita.

Sinead khong biét phai giai thich thé nao. Co6 da tirng la khan gid cua
nhitng m& bong bong kiéu nay tir héi con bé ti. Mot anh chang dep trai hép
hon, mét théi nam cham hat phu ni, ludén dwgc wu i tai cac budi tiéc tung,
trong khi ngwdi ban doi cua anh ta chi biét giwong mat dom; trwéc sau gi
anh ta ciling d6 guc, roi Itta d6i vg con, réi ngudi vo phat hién va cuéc hon
nhan chdm ditt. Bay chinh la cdu chuyén that vé b6 me c6, va cd6 khong
muon kich ban twong tu lai xay ra véi minh.

Nhung c6 1€ Sinead ciling nén tuai tinh lén. Suy cho cung, Travis cling la
mot chang trai 1y twéng - rut ré va nhay cam, cé doi mat nau dam dep hut
hon.

“Pung, bon nay sé thanh doi,” c6 bao v&i Marina va Frankie mot cach
dit khoat, ding lic céa ba di ngang qua bac cdp dang trwdc ngoi nha so 45.

“ Hay !” Travis m@ tung canh ctta s6 thap va nhoai ngudi ra dwong.

“Anh sao vay?” Frankie héi, dap vao mat la cai 4o thun w6t sting va bo
mat kinh hoang ctia Travis.

“May giat,” Travis hét 16n. “Ty nhién né ban phot lén... bot xa phong
vang ti& tung. Lam thé quai nao ma tat duwgc né bay gio?”

“Sao ma ra néng noi nay ha?” Marina cuwdi 1én. Co da vang doi giay va
lao nhanh qua nha bép, van van may cai nut, rét cudoc cai may giat nam im
re trong goc phong. “Cau chi can lam thé nay, thé nay, roi thé nay la xong!”
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“Chac tai anh cho qua nhiéu b6t giat vao day ma,” Frankie bao Travis, tro
mat nhin 16p bot dwéi gam ban.

Travis bang hoang, phai ng6i phét xuéng dé dinh than. “Céi d6 quy nay
né vo6 lay téi! Theé la toi thdy né rung ban bat xong nhdy chom chom qua
san nha!”

“Dém Thoat Chét!” Frankie hwdng @ng tran cwoi hich hich cia Marina.
“Cai may giat choang tinh gitta gidc ngu... va ham doa sé thong tri toan thé
gigi!”

“To6i chwa dung may giat bao gio ma,” Travis nguong ngung giai thich.

“Nhin la biét r6i,” day la cau dau tién Sinead noéi vGi Travis, thé ma lai la
mot cau cham biém, chang nhw ¢6 dy dinh teo nao.

“Cau song & day lau chwa?” Marina gang hoi, ngoi chém ché trén ban va
vuot vudbt vang bot trén may ngén chan tran.

“MGt nam roi. Bay la nha cia Rob. Anh dy cho t6i thué mot phong.”

“Thé con may rtta chén... cau c6 biét dung khong?”

“Khong.”

“L0 vi song?” Marina hdi tiép.

“A, cai day thi biét,” Travis dang dan dan hoan hon. Anh chang d6 miit,
cwoi trit, mai maéi bdo ba c6, “Cam on cac ban da cttu song t6i.”

“May la bon em di ngang qua day,” Frankie toét miéng cudi dap tra.

“Nghe nay, dé em tiét 16 cho anh mdt bi mat... em cting khong biét st dung
may gidt. Em sg may moc kinh 1én dugc.”

“Toi cling vay... thé em c6 hiéu nguyén ly hoat dong ctia dong co dot
trong khong?” Travis hoi Frankie.

“Khong. Thé anh c6 biét vi mach xtr Iy khong?”
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“Khong. Nhung téi cyc ranh co cau hoat dong ctia 6ng kinh chup hinh
day.”

“Om, em nghe néi anh hoc khoa Nhiép dnh. C6 bao gi® anh chup hinh do
trang sitc cho tap chi... hay dai loai thé chwa?”

Chang may chéc Frankie va Travis da say swa chuyén tro.

“GOm qua, lam sao ma xuong duwgc day?” Marina rén ram, vira phat hién
ra nhitng mau vo banh pizza w6t nhoét va nhitng manh bia cac-tong troi
1énh bénh trong viing nwdc xa phong dudi gam ban.

“Cho day, dé day tim cai gi lau sach cai dong nay di da,” Sinead bédo. Co
la Co Nang Gié Lau. Ciing tuyét day chit nhi? C6 m& cai ta duwéi bon riva
chén bat, bong hodng hot nhdy ban sang bén canh khi mot dong giay da
béng va giay thé thao bét bun dat doé ao ra.

“Lén xem chiéc Nikon cta t6i di,” Travis moi Frankie, dan c6 1én phong
khach.

Marina vung vay chan nhw mot dia tré 1én ba, “Cttu véi!”

“Lam sao bay gig?” Sinead hét Ién, nhin tran tr6i xuéng doéi giay bi hong
tan nat cia chinh minh. Cai may giat chét dim nhay con mat mau do vdi co.

“Hinh nhw Frankie bj ‘sét danh tring dau’ r6i!” Marina ru lén.

“Huwr, dep mat chwa!” Sinead nhan mat. C6 ma roi vao canh thé nay sao:
16i bi bom trong viing nwéc day bot xa phong, sap 6a khoc dén noi, “Cai gié
lau chét tiét chét toi dau roi?”

“Ngoai san dy,” Rob noéi, anh dang vao nha bang 16i ctra sau. Rob dat
chiéc mii bdo hiém xudéng bé bép, sau dé li€c qua Marina. “0,” anh noi,
trong nhw san sang trut gian lén bat c ai ma anh c6 thé cham tay tdi.
“Chuyén gi thé nay?”
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m‘meg ¢ phia dong nuwéc My, gom cO6 cac bang: New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey.

““Nhan thoi trang ctia Phap noi tiéng tir nhitng nam 1950.
“Tranh v& 1én nhitng birc twong noi cong cong - ND.

“Botox v6n 1a thudc chita co bap co giat, ngay nay dugc st dung rong
rai trong chuyén khoa thim my dé chéng nhin da, x6a vét nhin. Y néi thay
Tristan Fox thuong tiém Botox dé cang tran - ND.

[E]Tiéng Phap, trong treong hop nay nghia la “Tao”.

[g]'Tu’o?ng duong v&i khodng 1m55.
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BON

“Phai rat lui thoi,” Marina quyét dinh. Pling mot tuan 1é sau bién c6 vé
cai may gidt ky la thi dén ca c6 cling nhan thay chién thuat tdn cong Rob
toan tap cia minh khong dem lai két qua nhv mong muon.

“Vinh vién sao?” Sinead hoi. Hom dé la toi thit Sdu va Marina vira méi
viét blog xong.

“Pau co ngu vay.”

“Thé thi bao lau?”

“Chtrng nao thay da thi théi.” Man hinh tat, may vi tinh rén 1én mot tiéng
va mot cu click .

Ban c6 tin khong... toi da say mé mot anh chang - anh chang duy
nhat trén doi khong dap lai tinh t6i! - Marina vira mdi viét nhu thé trong
blog. Ma nao t6i cé phai la con dau rong!

... Pé roi xem! - Frankie dé thém vao.

“0O, om, day ciing muon radt lui,” Sinead néi. Cudc doi con nhiu thit
dang song hon la di khao khat cdi ma minh chang bao gid véi tGi - chang
han, lwgn 10 quanh may sap vai voc ngoai chg, va lung vét dwgc mot manh
xa-tanh den sap hét hang c6 nhitng dwong gan noéi doc nhat vo nhi.

“Thé thi c6 gi mdi dau?” Marina ché nhao. “Lam nhw héi gio0 may mé
meét tay dy lam khong bang... Con ldu nhé!”

“Han phai chu déng truwdc chit,” Sinead giai thich. Ké tir cai vu bot xa
phong, c6 méi gap Travis c6 hai lan - mot 1an lic anh chang dang vao nha,
va mot lan anh chang dén kiém Frankie vé chiéc may anh ma Frankie dinh
mua. Ca hai Ian Sinead déu lo dep.

“May c6 phai la dita con géi thé ky hai mét khong vay!” Marina ca than.
“May nén nhg, gio la thién nién ky méi roi. Phu ni¥ dwoc phép chu dong tan
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cong dan ong!”

“Pung day!” Frankie tram ngam.

“Thé a? Wow !” Marina vira néi vira kiém tra lai mai téc cia minh.

“Chi mot 1an nay thoéi,” Frankie dang soi gwong trong buong tam, chai
mascara va néi vong xudng cau thang. “Sinead, ro la Travis c6 biét chj thich
anh ay dau.”

Sinead ngo6i bat chéo chan trén tdim ném futon, bitt bt ndm tua rua mot
chiéc goi, “Ciing c6 thé. Ma c6 khi han thich em day, Frankie.”

Co tiéng 10p cOp trén cau thang bao cho Marina va Sinead biét 1a Frankie
dang xuéng lau. “0, anh 4y thich néi chuyén v6i em vé phim tréng den ba
muoi sau po,” co khai bdo, thé hién ding quan diém tyw-ha-bé-minh nhw
thuong 1e. “Toan c6 la tiéu cy véi do phoi sang, trang phim véi lai phong
anh, so sanh may ky thuat s6 v6i may chup phim.” Ddi nao lai c6 chuyén gi
gitta hai ngwoi duogc.

“Thé Travis c6 bao gid nhac dén chi khéng?” Sinead to mo.

Frankie lac dau, “Sao chi lai héi vay? Chi c6 mudn em néi gi d6 véi anh
ay khong?”

“Khong!” Sinead ban lén khéi tdim ném. “Dirng! May ma hé hé la chi
giét may ngay!”

“Y né 1a ¢ ¢6’ day,” Marina bao.

“Khong! Dirng, Frankie! Chi khéng chiu n6i dau.”

“Y chi ay 1a khong ,” Frankie bdo cdo lai v4i Marina, lic ndy dang nhtn
vai va t0 lai doi moi da bong nhoang ctia minh.

“Pi thoi!” Marina noi, thdy thoi son béng vao gio xach. That tiéc cho
Rob vi anh da khong biét rang minh da dé vuot mat cai gi, nhung con lau
Marina md&i dé cho sy thé nay len vao va lam minh maét vui trong budi t6i
hom nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pi dau?” Frankie hoi.

Sinead x6 chan vao doi giay cao nhat ctia minh - mot doi Gucci mau
vang hoa anh thdo, mén qua ma me da tang nhan dip sinh nhat lan thit muwoi
tam cua coO.

Ca ba cung buwdc ra ctra trede. Pén dwong ruc r& mau cam mau hong, via
hé am w6t mwa mu.

“Té6i vii treong s6i dong ¢ trung tam,” Marina bao. “Hgp thoi nhat thanh

»
!

pho day
Sinh vién thoi trang la phdi sanh diéu, 1a nhitng chan dai sac nuwdc hwong
troi, 1a nhitng ké kiém tién bang nghé lam nguwdi mau ngoai gio hoc, cé thé
giét chét 1t dan 6ng chi bang mot cai li€éc mat tinh t¥, boc khoi. Thién ha
ngwoi ta van don thé.
Chi c6 diéu, nhitng thi¢ ay lai khong linh @ng v&i Frankie va Sinead.

C® nhin Frankie thi biét. Co6 vao truong dai hoc Thoi trang Trung tam
nay da dwoc hai tuan roi, va van dang co xoay x& dé tim ding vi tri clia
minh. Co vira c6 cap chan dai vita c6 dang vé wa nhin, nhung sy ty tin thi
chi la zero.

“Em ctr dua!” Sinead da néi vay vao thit Nam dau tién cta hoc ky. To6i ay
cd vdi Frankie & nha, thit boi cac loai kem tay va kem dudng 1én lan da mau
ngoc bich cta minh. “Em néi em ghét tdi cho dong ngwoi mot minh la
sao?”

“That day,” Frankie thd dai. “Em c6 tat nay tir hoi con bé ti co. Moi lan
t6i xwdng thye hanh 1a em phai gong minh hét cd méi dam day cira budc
vao. Hit that sdu, dém dén mudi... Thé ma c6 khi em van quay dau va dong
thang.”

“Cht sao chi thdy em c& cuoi toe cudi toét suodt thé?” Sinead hdi trong
khi nam ngtta trén giwong, véi kem dudng thé Gentle Rose Exfoliator phét
day cd6 va cui tro.
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“Vay ha?” Frankie dang thwc hién mot tw thé thé duc pilates Y-dwei san,
bén canh ctra s6. “Mim cwoi la chiéu ctia em. Bua ho ménh day!”

“Khong khua sé chim,” Sinead 1am bam.
“Gl c0?”

“Khong khua sé chim. P6 1a mot cau trong bai tho ké vé mot phu nit &
ngoai khoi dang co 16i kéo sy chti y cia moi nguwdi. Tat ca nhitng ngudi trén
b& & nghi rang c6 ta hién lanh, bdi vi c6 ta khong vung vay khua khoang
gi hét, thé la co ta chét dubi.”

“Chi phai!” Frankie nhat tri. “Khong cwdi pha 1én sé chét ngat. Cau nay
cling mang tinh than dy.” That dé chiu khi thao ludn may chuyén vat vanh
nay véi Sinead va thdy minh duwgc cam thong.

Sau d6 Sinead nham mat lai va ké cho Frankie nghe vé me c6, rang me
co giau c6 cd nao, thich dugc goi la Daniella dé ngudi la nham twdng ho la
hai chi em ra sao. “Me chi chuyén xai d6 Max Mara va Hugo Boss. Harpers
& Queen la linh hon cta me.”

“Vay thi c6 gi xau dau?” Frankie thac mac.

Sinead thd dai, “Me ct dé mac chi ty xoay xd&, lo liéu l1ay than, chi nghi
Vay.”
“Con chi thi ao wéc bac ay lam banh hap nhan tdo chw gi?”

“Pai loai vay. Nay, bon minh d6i dé tai di. Em thdy Marina thé nao?
')’

Trong no cé vé la loai ngwdi mudn gi dugc nay

“N6i ra chi khong tin dau,” Frankie lac dau. “Pung la thoat trong tir dau
dén chan, Marina chang khac nao c6 gai ‘Chi C6 Muc DPich Pho Trwong’.
Nhwng that ra trong con nguwdi chi ay c6 nhiéu thi¢ lam.”

“Nhu céi gi? N6 cé céi gi?”
Frankie hit mdt hoi that sau, c6 nap lai can bang cho luc phu ngii tang
nhung khong tra 16i. “Em cling khong biét nita,” mai c6 mdi no6i. “Nhung
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ct cho di, khac biét!”

“Sé goi cho gd dan ong do rii ra khoi toc toi!”” Marina hat, dung phong
cach Hollywood. “Va téng khwt hdn di dwong han!”

“Troi dat oi, chi 16i dau ra may bai hat cii rich d6 vay?” Frankie rén ri.
Céa ba dang 1a luét trén duwong tdi vi treong thoi thugng.

“Mitzy Gaynor trong South Pacific , thap nién nim muoi. Ao tdim hé eo,
toc ngan lwgn song ting 16p, chan may Cleopatra...”

“Hinh dung ra roi,” Sinead cat ngang.
Ho t6i cho dong ngwdi xép hang vao quan, lia qua mot vong roi quay di.
“Quén cai vu xép hang nay di,” Marina dong dac tuyén bé.

“Nay, Frankie!” Travis goi tir bén kia dwong, dang cung Rob tién vao
quan Alex. “Udng bia khong?”

“Sao lai khong?” Frankie dong y va né dong xe hai. “Pi nao, hai chi.”

Marina va Sinead lui lai.

“ Di !|” Frankie giuc gia.

“Khong nam trong chwong trinh,” Marina lam bam. Nhuwng mat khac, c6
biét minh trong hoan my khong ché vao dau dwgc sau hai gio dudi toc, xit
keo, boi kem, chai bgi, vé mat va xitc nwéc hoa. Ngay ca Rob cling phai
chi y. “Bi thi di!” c6 bao Sinead r6i ngdng nghénh qua duwong.

Trong lic ho trao doi, Sinead dirng lai dé moi dién thoai ra khéi gio xach
va trd 10i, “A, chao me. Con khée. Hay qua. Roi, gdp lai me sau.” Bén lic
tat may thi c6 khong con Iwa chon nao khac ngoai viéc phdi theo hai cd ban
vao quan sinh vién.

Quan Alex dong nghin nghit, 6n ao, va nong nac mui mo hoi. Sinead phai
chen qua mot day con trai mdi tia thady mai téc vang ctia Marina va nu cuwoi
hén hé cua Frankie. Frankie dang dua téu véi Travis, anh chang lang nghe,
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gat gat, noi gi do vao tai Frankie khién co6 cuwdi pha 1én, sau d6 anh chang
quay qua do m& do udng tir tay Rob.

“f., Sinead!” Marina phat hién ra Sinead va vdy vay tay. “May lam gi
ngoai day ndy gio vay?” Marina héi sau khi Sinead len 16i qua dam dong t&i
bén co.

“Daniella goi. Me tao vira mdi tré lai Anh.”

“Me may? Oi gidi oi, c6 nghia 1a bac ay sé& kiém tra nha?” Marina thd
"’

gdp. “Bon minh can sap xép hom xiéng, don dep, lau... lau chui

“Ping c6 hoang thé,” Sinead cwdi khi nghi t¢i canh Marina 1ét bét trong
do6i ung cao su va don dep cac thit. “Néu trong tan hoang qua thi me tao
khac thué ngudi lau don.”

“That khong?”
“That. »

“Tuyét!” Marina nhe bang ca nguwoi. Co nhan ly nwdc ma Rob vira dwa.
“Sinead uéng Bacardi Breezers,” c6 thé thé vdi anh.

Rob quay tré lai quay.

“Viéc v6i anh chang Ao Jacket Da ndy thé nao rdi?” Sinead thi tham.

Marina nhwéng 16ng may, “Ciing kho nuét ra phét! Nghe nay, tao can mot
de tai dé tan gau vai chang.”

“Thtr néi vé bong da xem sao,” Sinead dé nghi, cwdi ngat tredc vé mat
that kinh ctia Marina. “0, hay xe mo t6?”

“M6 t6...?” Marina lap lai, lac dau. Cu6i cung, c6 quyét dinh héi khi Rob
quay lai, “Néi cho em biét di, Rob, anh thich bo phim nao nhat? Anh than
twgng minh tinh nao nhat?”

Rob nhin vai va dwa d6 udng cho Sinead, “Gi thé nay, phéng van xin
viéc a?”
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“DPai loai thé,” Marina mim cwdi bi hiém. “Anh thudc cung gi? D€ em
doan... cung H6 Cap!”

Virta cuoi ngdt, Sinead vira lach di cho Marina c6é thém khong gian tung
hoanh, ai ngd c6 lai lui tring Travis khién anh chang lam séng do uéng vao
nguoi Frankie.

“Cai may Fuji anh c6... cling tam dwgc, nhung do nét khong tot 1lam,”
Travis dang noi vai Frankie.

“Oa!” Frankie i 1én khi bia chay lot xuéng nguc co. Roi, “Thoi théi,
khong can dau!” Frankie canh bao Travis khi anh chang nhoai t&i dinh lau

cho co.

Travis cwoi toe toét, sau do nhin Frankie va Sinead di vé phia phong vé
sinh cua Quy Co. Truwdc khi cac c6 bang qua ntta can phong, chgt cé hai
yéu nit ma Travis chuva tirng gap bao gio xong dén va kéo anh chang di mat.

“Pung r6i, H6 Cap!” Marina tuyén bd. “Vay cé nghia la anh rat hoa dong
va vui tinh, nhwng thinh thodng anh lai qua v6 tw, xué xoa.”

“Gan dung day,” Rob dong y. Anh nhan mat khi thdy minh bi bé lai bén
quay v6i qua bom Marina. Phu nit kiéu nhw c6 khién anh sg chét khiép.

Marina chwa bao gio phai day mot tang da nang lén doi, nhung néu ting
lam thé, chac chan c6 sé nhan ra cdm giac lic nay cling giéng y nhu vay.
“Anh lam viéc & tredng nay bao lau r6i?”

“Hai nam.”

“Anh co thich cong viéc ctia minh khong?”

“Chi la cong viéc thoi.”

“Vay anh thich lam gi nhat? Anh thich cu@i mo t6 tdi nhitng viung dong
qué diang khong?” Chao, Marina bat dau tuyét vong. Quay lai mau di,
Sinead. Quay lai mau coi, Frankie! “A, nghe nay,” cd néi, dot ngot ré ngoit
khoi cai ngd cut cia nhitng Harley Davidson véi Kawasaki. Chac tai khoi
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thudc, tiéng huyén ndo va hoi ngudi ngot ngat da tham vao dau c6, “Anh co
biét ban em, Sinead, thich cau ban than ctia anh khong?”

“Ha?” Rob hau nhu khong nghe thay nhitng gi c6 vira noi. “Travis ay
ha?”

Marina gat dau. Phai ditt diém that nhanh chuyén nay méi dugc. Co6 thay
Sinead va Frankie dang len lach trd lai quay, phen nay Sinead chac chan sé
giét co néu biét c6 dang pham cai t6i tay troi nay. “Ho van chwa dam xap
vao vi ca hai déu ngai phai tho 16 trwdc. Hu!” cu thui vao lung cia mot ké
nao day da x6 Marina nga nhao vao Rob.

Co lo tit cai khe co 4o khoét sdu ctiia Marina, Rob hdp mét hoi bia dai va
trgn trao nuot we. “Hiéu roi,” Rob lam bam, mac du toan bo cau chuyén vira
r6i da chim nghim trong canh nao loan xung quanh.

“Vay, nhan tién, em c6 ké hoach nay. Ngay mai bon em c6 mot bita tiéc
tai nha, va anh phai néi véi Travis nhitng gi em vira néi vdi anh... anh biét
ddy, sap dat tredc cho Travis. Bing c6 cho ai biét anh da n6i gi. R6 chwa?”

Rob hit vao mui nwéc hoa Dolce & Gabbana ctia Marina. Cung véi cai c
ao khoét sau va giong noi niing niu, c6 da lam nghiéng nga cac giac quan
cua anh. “R0 ro6i,” anh noi.

“T6t,” Marina ldy lam hai long v&i chinh ban than minh. C6 da ban cho
Sinead mot an hué 16n lao, va c6 cdm thdy viéc chia sé bi mat nho nho ay
v6i Rob sé gitip hai ngudi xich lai gan nhau hon.

“Travis dau r6i?” Frankie héi khi c6 va Sinead mai m&i len qua duoc
dam nhon nhéo.

Marina li€c Rob thém mot cdi nita, that dai, tredc khi tach khoi chang.
“Anh hita la sé n6i vdi Travis nhé?” c6 thi tham.

“0. S& n6i ngay day,” cam lon bia ctia minh, Rob tan vao hang rao nhitng
ga trai ¢ gan cia.

“Hra sé noi voi Travis cdi gi ?” Frankie ngo vue hoi khi Sinead tdi.
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Mat Marina long lanh, “Rang bon minh sé c6 tiéc... vao t6i mai.”

“Bon minh?” Sinead s6c nang, va mac du tiéc tung chang thich hop vao
cai lic me Daniella c6 thé sé ghé qua bat ctt lic nao, nhung Sinead von cha
bao gid néi khéng véi tiéc tung. “Hay qua,” c6 tan thanh. “Mai tat tat bon
cung khoéa véi minh ludn nhé.”

“E, chd em,” Rob néi, sau khi da cat luc kéo hai ké la mit qua khich ra
khoi Travis. “Minh cé nhiém vu phdi bao v6i cau mot diéu.”

“Gi thé?” Travis cdm kich hanh dong giai vay nay ctia Rob. M{t c6 nang
tro trao thi chang ta con c6 thé doi phé dugc, chit hai ¢6 thi hoi dudi.

“Hoa ra khong phai cai em toc vang dé khoai minh,” Rob thong bao.

“Khong phdi méi hen néng a?” Travis hoi, tw dong li€c nhanh vé phia
Sinead, Marina va Frankie. “Anh dang n6i vé Marina, ding khong?”

“U, ch con ai. Biét gi khong?” Rob vira cudi viva truyen dat lai cai
thong diép bap bom, tiéng dwoc tiéng chang ctia Marina. “Tw bay dén nay
cau doc cac tin hiéu sai bét sai be r6i.”

“La sao?” Travis bat gap anh mat Marina va chang hiéu sao thdy minh
khong thé lam dwoc cai viéc la nhin xuong that nhanh nhw thwong 1€. Thay
vao do6, anh chang chia mot anh nhin tring trirng ding nghia tGi co.

“Cau mdi chinh la ngwoi ma Marina thich. C6 nang vira mdi noéi voi
minh xong, thang toet luon.”

“Em 4?” Travis r6t cam xudng cai dop.

“U, bon ho sé t6 chifc tiéc tai nha. T6i mai. Pitng c6 néi 1a minh khong
bao trudc cho cau day.”
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Hy oseph Pilates (1880-1967) huan luyén vién thé duc tham my nguoi My
goc Dirc, sang lap phuong phap thé duc Pilates c6 tac dung gilt dang voc va
kéo dai tubi thanh xuan rat dwgc gidi ca si, dién vién, va ngwoi mau wa
chudng - ND.
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“N6i vé k¥ thuat di!” Frankie hao hitng. “Thé em can bao nhiéu diém anh
trong mot xang-ti-mét vuong dé c6 do nét tot khi chup nhitng do an trang
suc day?”

Travis gat dau, “Cha, em bat dau chuyén nghiép roi day. Loai may k¥
thuat s6 dé dat gap ba lan loai may SLR, nhung tién mot cai la ta c6 thé tai
thang vao may vi tinh, chon bitc wng y nhat r6i in ra luén. Trong khi chup
bang may SLR thi phéi chd t6i khi xtr Iy phim xong md&i biét dugc.”

“Unm, ciing biét thé. Nhung ‘hau bao’ sinh vién ctia em khdng chay theo
noi mot cai ky thuat s6 hop thoi dau.”

“G1 ma ghé vay, mdi vao treong c6 hai tuan ma em da no6i qua 1én r6i.”

“Khong, that day!” Frankie khang khang. “Em khong dwgc nhw Sinead
va Marina... Em dau c6 rung réng tién bac.”

Moi lan gdp nhau, Travis lai lam Frankie thdy am long hon. C6 chi nghi
sao thi néi vay - chang c6 y gi.

“Ttc 1a khong phdi mot c6 con gai nha giau hw hong?” Travis hai.

Frankie nhin xuéng cai quan jeans twra son va chiéc do dét kim Topshop
"*-ctia minh. C6 nhin vai, roi phé ra cudi, “Ding hiéu 1am... Em khong c6 ¥
néi rang Sinead va Marina hw héng, mac du me cua chi Sinead giau nitt do
do vach.”

“Sinead la cai c6 khac nguoi ay ha?” Rob chen vao. Tt ndy dén gio anh
van ti mi thao roi b thang ra khéi chiéc mo6 t6 va xép nhitng phu ting dinh
day dau m& vao t0 béo trdi trén ban an.

“Pang r6i, con Marina la céai chi trong giéng Marilyn Monroe ay,”
Frankie nhdc anh.
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Rob nhuwéng may 1én nhin Travis, nhung anh chang lam ngo nhu khong
thay gi.

“Nghe nay, Frankie, vé cdi mdy ay ma... hay anh cho em muwgn chiéc
SLR cii cia anh dé em tap chup nhé? N6 hiéu Nikon, nhwng khong phai
mo-den md&i nhat. Em c chup ré6i mang phim t&i day, anh sé rita anh cho.”

Frankie lui lai mot buwdc, dung ngay vao céi sot rac day G u bén bon rtra.
“That khong?”

“Sao lai khong? Anh la sinh vién Nhiép anh ma.”
“Anh cho em muon?”

“Thi anh da ndi ro6i con gi,” Travis bao c6. “Chi can em can than la dugrc,
khong van dé gi. Cho day, dé anh di 1ay.”

Ldch-cdch - tiéng dam phu tung bang kim loai va vao nhau trén ban khi
Rob dung vadi mém lau béng ching. “Nhét em r6i ddy,” anh bao Frankie.
“Chtt binh thwong dén ngwa dién cling chang thé chen chan vao gitta Travis
v6i chiéc Nikon ctia n6 dau.”

Frankie nhan mat. That quai dan khi nghe Rob am chi rang Travis thich
c6. “Oi, lay Chda, hdy nhin xuéng ma xem, con sip loan tri r6i ddy nay!”
Frankie 1am bam. Dén lic Travis xuéng lau thi dau 6c c6 da ban loan ca 1én
- nhung Trdi a, cling rat khoan khoai va dé chiu.

“DPé anh chi so cho em cai da,” Travis dé nghi. “N6 chinh nét ty dong,
nhung néu em khong muon thi ¢t bam cai nut nay...”

“May méi & cai x6 nao vé vay?” Marina cat van khi Frankie vira 16 mat
vao nha. C6 va Sinead da dat d6 uong cho bira tiéc va phai ty khuan ve.

“O bén kia quang truong. Travis cho em mugn may chup hinh.”

“Suyt!” Marina canh cdo. “Dirng c6 dé Sinead nghe thay.”

“La sao? Chi ay dau ro6i?” thay chién dich chuan bi cho budi tiéc da bat
dau, Frankie v0i 1dy nhitng lon nwdc ra khéi thung va xép vao ta lanh.
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“Ra taxi ma bé cai dong con lai vao di. Nghe nay, Frankie, may khong
muon Sinead ghen may vd&i Travis day chit?”

“Khong doi nao! Travis chi la ban thai.”

“Nhung Sinead n6 khong nghi thé. Vi lai, sao may dam chac?” Theo
kinh nghiém cta Marina, tinh ban khac gigi khong bao gio don gian nhu
thé. Khong bao gio . “Nghe day, Frankie...”

“Sao ty dung ai cling réo ‘Nghe day, Frankie’ v6i em vay?”

“Nghe di! Tao khong muon may lam hong ké hoach nho nhé nay cua
tao,” Marina néi, ngan ngai khi phédi cdy mong tay vao mot hdp cac-tong
dan kin dung rwou vang do. Cai méng van con nguyén ven, c6 buong thong
ban tay va thé ra nhe nhom.

“Ké hoach nho nho gi?” Frankie vira héi vira nhat may lon nuwéc lan khéi
ta lanh roi xuéng san.

“Ghép Travis v6i Sinead thanh mot cap,” Marina thi tham.

Frankie ditng thang 1én va nhin vao mat Marina, “Chi chwa n6i vi Travis
1a Sinead thich anh ay day chit? Chi da hita r6i, nhé khong?”

“Kh...ong !”

“Vay la... chi da néi véi Travis roi?”

“Pau co6. Ma, suyt ! N6 dang vao kia.”

Ctra sau bat md va Sinead 6m vao ca nira tiem banh mi Phap mdi ra lo.
“Cha!” Marina ngay ngat. “Mui hap dan qua!”

“Chi da néi vdi anh dy r6i chi gi!” Frankie rit 1én sau lwng Sinead.
“Khong hé!” Marina rit lai. “Tao dau cé ngu!”

“Chac phdi mat ca tuan cai xe nay mai chay cho ra hon dwoc,” Rob ca
cam. Anh va Travis dang xem ban tin béng da trén kénh Sky.
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“Man U chi hoa v6i Portsmouth thoi,” Travis ghi nhan thong tin.

“N6 can b6 ma phanh mdi, ma chac ciing phai tang cho né mét dich vu
tron g6i trudc ky kiém tra MOT *"dau tién thoi.”

“Néu anh khong di dy tiéc t6i nay duwgc thi cling khong sao dau,” Travis
bay té noi long. “Chac em ciing dé dip khac vay.”

“Gi? D€ bé ludon co hoi vang vdi Marilyn... Miranda 4?” Rob lac dau
khong tin noi.

“Marina,” Travis nhac. “ Xoi , phat bénh vi may céi chuyén phu nit lan xa
vao roi!”

Gat hai ban chan Travis ra khoi ghé x6-pha, Rob ng6i xuéng bén canh,
“Nghiém tic khong day?”

“Om... khong!” Travis cuoi khi. “Nhuwng Marina khong phai gu ctia em.”

“Cht gu ctia cau 1a gi?” Rob phay cai r&-mét. “E, Bolton dé bep Everton

»

10i.
“Em 4? Em thich nhitng phu ni* chitng muc, dirng son phan loe loet,
dirng qua pho trwvong, nhung van ggi cam.”
“Y cau la gidng nhu cai co... tén gi dy nhi... Frankie 4?”
“Khong, khong phai Frankie. Day chi la mot c6 bé dé thwong th6i.”
“Nguoi ta mwoi tam tudi roi ddy chi em. Bé cai gi ma bé!”
“O, nhung Frankie v6i em, hai dia chi 1a ban. Kia... Greenaway ghi ban

cho Newcastle ro6i.”

“Ban th6i!” Rob khit miii giéu cgt. Su6t hai nam lam viéc & cai truong
dai hoc Thai trang Trung tam nay, anh chwa tirng thdy ai lai hiat cac c6 gai
manh nhw Travis, cling chira thay tip ngwoi mau thai trang nao nhw Frankie
choi vGi con trai ma chi dirng lai & cho ban than. “Néu vay thi t6i nay minh
sé & nha dé gia c6 not bo phanh,” Rob quyét dinh.
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“Em cling ¢ nha,” Travis khong ham bi cai c6 Marina hao dan ong do
don vao chan twong.

“Ting nay rugu liéu c6 da khong?” Sinead hoi giong hét hoang.

“Cai 4o nay nén mac vdi vay hay quan nhi?” Frankie hoi.

“Pita nao lay cai may say toc cua tao roi?” Marina hét 1én.

Ng6i nha da san sang - nhitng chiéc den long bang gidy sang trung, dan
am thanh rong day di khap ca hai can phong dwdi lau. Sinead da pha xong

hang chuc lit regu trai cay va xat lat hang tan cam, chanh, tdo va tha vao do
dap dénh.

“Pa vién!” Frankie nhé ra. “Dé em di mua, tién thé ghé vao tiém rugu
mua thém vai chai nita.”

“CD!” Marina luc loi trong day va-li va 10i ra nhitng album thinh hanh
nhat.

Hen mai gdp me! - Sinead nhan tin cho me. Ba Daniella da nhan véi c6 la
sé ghé tham. Dé sau roéi hdy lo chuyén nay, Sinead ty nhu.

“Van dé 1a, minh khong quan tdm lam dén céi khoan phu ni? ,” Rob vira
co thuyét phuc Travis, vira cdy cdy mong tay.

Travis nam dai trén x6-pha, xem trdn ddu hay nhdt trong ngay .

“Phu nit xép sau mé t6, bong da, am nhac, sau ca thé duc thé hinh,
reou...”

“Vay la bat binh thuwong,” Travis thd dai. “Noéi chuyén vdi phu nit tha

»

lam.
“ N6i chuyén ?” Rob cuoi 16n. “U, néi chuyén. Phai d6 1a diéu cau da
lam vGi co gai ditng quay & Alex tuan treéc khong?”
“Pdy 1a do cd ta bai binh bd tran chit em c6 V gi dau! O, con cai c6 ma
anh dang cau sao roi?”
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“ Xoi . Bon-mot, hét duwong go,” Rob thd dai, tat tivi cai rup. “Cau khat
khong?”

“Em noc dugc ca lit ay chit,” Travis thd nhan. “May gio r6i?”

“Mudi gio bon lam. Van con kip lam mdt chau trude gio dong cira. Vay
thi, Trav, nhac cai moéng chét tiét 1én nao.”

“Travis va Rob khong thay dén!” Marina lta Frankie vao goc phong phia
tredc lic nghi ba muoi gidy gitta cadc ban nhdy. “Cha hiéu la c6 chuyén gi

»

nira.

“Chac hai nguoi d6 doéi y r6i,” Frankie nhin vai. C6é chd quan tam... Co
dang vui tran cung may. Ngbi nha dong nghet, tiéng nhac xap xinh lam xao
dong ca khu quang trueong t6i om.

“Lam sao ma bon ho lai khong t6i? O ma, may néi ding ddy... Tao dd
bdo Rob néi véi Travis vé chuyén ctia Sinead,” Marina thi nhan.

“Marina, sao chi dam lam thé?” Frankie hét om. Nhuwng viéc gi co6 phai
strng sot thé nhi?

“Htr, c@ chong mat ma xem han dang bé 16 cai gi. Nhin Sinead dam xanh
da troi kia!” Bay la mot bd Jean Paul Gaultier: xa-tanh xé ta, ren rua, bo 1y
than nhw mot vo si Samurai. “Bo dam bé di cia bac Daniella day!” Marina
thd dai.

“Tuyét, chi dy dang vui ngat trdi ma,” Frankie két luan. “Ai thém quan
tam Travis c6 ¢ day hay khong?”

Tiéng nhac vang khap quang truong Walgrave khi Rob va Travis chay
nuwdce raut téi quan regu. Civa trede nha s6 13 mé toang, ngdi nha sang birng
va nhon nhip.

“Hay ta uéng rugu mién phi?” Rob rad, dirng lai bén mot bang ghé cong
vién.
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Travis can nhac giita hai khd nang thuan - chong, réi gat dau va doi
huong.

Thé 1a cd hai anh chang tham gia bita tiéc khi mén rwgu trai cay vira hét.

"-Nhan hiéu thoi trang ban chay nhat nhi Anh quéc, danh cho gi6i tré
ndang dong - ND.

“-MOT (Ministry of Transport test): kiém tra bat buoc hang nam ctia b
Giao thong van tai Anh quoc doéi véi xe cO, vé do an toan va thich hop dé
duwgc phép lwu thong trén dwong cong cong - ND.
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Vé

Trong hai tiéng dong ho dau tién cua bita tiéc, cac c6 gai nhay mua con
cac chang trai chi ditng xem. Ngoi nha nhw muon no tung vi dam sinh vién
cua trvong Thoi trang Trung tam.

Cac nam thanh nit tG dua nhau néc can nhitng ly rtgu nhw nhitng cai
may.

“Em bét nhe r6i!” Frankie cwoi khic khich. “Mar... rina, chi c6 bét nhe
nhw em khong? Shan...ead, ca chi cling bét nhé ludn roi!”

Ca ba ditng gitta dam con gai dang nhay dién cuong trén san nha, dau troi
troi, 6c boi boi.

“Con lau. Tao ma say a,” Marina phan doi, dau ngtra ra sau, loang choang
nhac ban chan tran nay 1én, gidam ban chan khéng kia xudng.

“06, day say khudt roi,” Sinead sung swdng thd ra. Tran nha dang
nghiéng & mot goc that thua vi, chi khi c6 odt dau qua mot bén thi mai tran
m&i lai tré vé vi tri binh thuong.

“Tiéc vui qua nhi,” Travis bdo v6&i cac cd gai khi bang qua phong dé tim
thém bia.

Choang soc da chon chan cac c6 gai nhu troi trong tai cho.
“Chang da dén!” Marina hét 1én, nga oat vao ngudi Sinead.

Sinead nu6t danh wc mot cai khi anh mat loa nhoa ctia co6 doi theo tdm
lung rong va cai dau bu xu caa Travis dang bang qua phong, “Thi sao?”

“Thi tién 1én chit con sao nita, con dé hoi!” Marina ra lénh.
“U, hay tém 14y anh &y, Sinead,” Frankie phu hoa. “Chét tiét that!”

Nhung Sinead lac dau va trugt vao cai giong du duwong ctia ving Dublin,
“Lay Chua, khong! Khong doi nao day chay theo canh dan ong nhé. Quy
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tac th nhat... bat ho ruc rich trudc.”

“Con quy tac thit hai?” Frankie hoi. “Vitt quach céi lwdi di cho t6i khi chi
dinh hon?”

“Qi gioi, cai ddy chi danh cho may dita con gai kho khao théi,” Marina
cwoi ngat, luon ra sau Sinead va dung luwng dun c6 ban vé huéng Travis.
“May con mong chd gi hon nita trong mot ngoi treong rat mot 1 con gai
ha?”

“Thoi di!” Sinead khang cu. “Rob, cttu em v@i!” co gao twong, nhoai toi
cai nguwdi gan minh nhat va tom chat 1ay c6 anh.

Rob loang choang lui lai, nhung ciing kip do 1ay eo Sinead. “ Hdy , sao
ma t6i may phuwéc thé nay?” anh cudi toe toét.

Marina quay phat lai va nhin thang vao mat Rob, “Anh da néi vdi Travis
chwa?” c6 chat van. Nhung chang chd cau tra 10i, co6 quay ngoat lai 1an nita
va bo nhao vao ritng nguwdi dang nhay nhét tii bui trong lic ldo ddo bang
qua phong t&i cho Travis.

“Nhay nhé?” Rob dé nghi Sinead.

“Om... nhay thi nhay!” P4y 1a mot ban hay, Rob dang 6m cho Sinead
thang nguoi 1én, dé cho tran nha dirng quay cudéng nita, va nhdy cap vdi
nhau xem ra la mot y twédng qua tuyét.

Travis ditng budc, chgp thém mot lon bia cho Rob, nhing bong bi mét ¢o
gdi hoc chung nganh Nhiép dnh nam hai chan lai. Hai nguwdi da cap bo véi
nhau trong su tuan h6i nam nhat.

“Travis!”

“A, Suzy!” Travis thiy tron ké nguc xé sau va cdm nhan dugc ca cham
nhe ctia chiéc khuyén tai Iing lang khi c6 nang cti sat vao hén ma minh.

“Dao nay anh thé nao?”

“Binh thuong. Con em?”
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“Vira mdi dd thang ban trai xong. Thé con anh? C6 ai dac biét khong?”
“Luc nay thi khéng.” Ngu nita roi. Travis ty da kich ban than.

“Hirm,” Suzy thdy cho anh chang mdt cai nhin chét nguwoi. “Em van thay
anh rat dang yéu day, anh biét khong?”

“Cam on, Suzy, nhung ma khong,” Travis da phai ngam nghi 16i c6 ta
nita gidy trede khi quyét dinh, Pirng cé nhado vao! Suzy ty yéu ban than
minh tham thiét dén do co6 ta sé ndi con tam banh néu khong dwgc la tam
diém cta sy chi y, du chi la mot phan triéu giay.

MGt cai nhiu may bang hoang hién ra trén mdt c6 nang. “D6 d& hoi!” co
ta lau bau roi chuon thang.

Bye, Suzy, anh ciing rat vui dugc gdp em! Travis ngé quanh va phat hién
ra Rob dang nhay v&i mét c6 do dam xanh da troi. Cai lung co gai dap vao
mat Travis, va anh chang bi hit vao cap chan dai bat tan, vong eo quyén ri
cung do6i canh tay tran quang quanh c6 Rob, cho dén khi doi nhay dy quay
vong thi anh chang md&i nhan ra do chinh la Sinead.

Htr! Gio thi dén lwgt Travis cau may, du chang biét dich xac la tai sao,
chi con thdy mang luwng c6 gai, canh tay, doi vai, nhitng dwong xé dai, va
dwong xuwong song thap thoang dudi lan vai béng mau xanh da troi. Thé roi,
khi Travis vira thdy gwong mat cta tdm lwng ay ap vao ngwe Rob, mat nham
ho...

“Nay, Travis!” Marina x0c tdi... do, do, dé chéi ! RO rang la phan trén
cta chiéc vdy mau dé twoi hoan toan trong tron - khong day, chi c6 mot
bang vai quan ngang bau nguwc, mot mang 16 khoa 16n khoét vao than 4o,
bay ra mét cai ron c6 deo khuyén, tiép theo la téi cai vay bo khong thé bo
hon dwgc nita, c nhw ¢6 nang la chat 16ng bi dé6 khuon vao do vay. Moi dé
chot, khép ho.

“Chao,” Travis map may, soc khéng chiu noéi. C6 phai anh da bao vdi
Rob rang minh thich nhitng c6 gai chitng myc va khong qua noi nhw dap

https://thuviensach.vn



vao mat ngudi ta khong nhi? Troi a, may dang nghi gi thé nay, Travis?

“Té la Marina,” Marina nhac Travis, bat gap vé bang hoang trong mat
doi phuwong, nhung c twdng dé la do sirc hap dan cta minh.

“Biét roi,” Travis khing dinh. Anh mét xanh xdm, mascara den, vai tran,
vay do ryc... Travis dua cho Marina lon bia ma anh dinh dem cho Rob ban
nay.

“Chua 0i, t¢ toi boi mat réi!” co6 cudi vang. “Té ¢ mot tin cye hay... mot
diéu cau can biét.” Marina nhan thdy la khong thé mong cho loai dan 6ng
nhw Rob sé lam dugc nhitng viéc loai nay, cho nén c6 danh ty lam 1ay vay.
Chi c6 diéu lic nay co thady minh bi cuén vé Travis mot cach khéng ngo.
Chang rat c6 phong cach, 4o thun hai 16p, mau nau bén ngoai mau trang,
cong vai khoa that lvng to xu vong quanh cai eo uén éo nhuw ran.

Travis nhin vai, “Ban c6 muon nhay khéng?”

Marina tré moéi. C6 gi d6 truc trac ¢ day. C6 c6 hiéu ra, nhung bé cudc.
“U,” co gat dau.

Va Travis vong tay 6m vai Marina roi diu c6 ra san nhay.

Frankie nhdy cho tGi khi nga phich xuéng. C6 chang quan tdm xem minh
da nhdy vdi ai hay nhdy bao 1au. Tham chi c6 con nhay mot minh, ngay
gitta san, khi ma chang con s6t lai mét ai & do.

“Tiéc vui ac,” moi nguwoi ndi khi vat vo troi di hodc khi da tim thdy mot
goc trong cuia ngdi nha deé ta tac.

“Pung la cai do éo 1a,” Frankie néi véi bon ho trong lic van nhay loay
X0ay.

Co chi ding lai khi tiéng nhac ngtrng, dé la khi mot ngwdi hang xém goi
cho canh sat.

“Pén gio vé nha roi,” vién canh sat nhe nhang bao Frankie.
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“ Ddy la nha chit dau!” Frankie thét to. “Moi ngwdi dau hét r6i? May gio
roi?”

“Ba ruoi sang roéi. Nguwoi phu nit nha bén mudn nga mot chut.”

Kha hgp ly. Cham dit bita tiéc. Frankie mo vao bép va uéng hang lit
nuwdc, nhin dong lon bia rong lan 16c dwéi san, r6i vét hai miéng cam ra
khoi thau rwgu trai cay da can. Ching c6 mui vodka va mui trai viét quat.
Ngon tuyeét.

Nhung Frankie da mém nhiin ca nguwdi. Phai di ngu thoi.

Tot hon hay khoa ctra lai. Kiém tra sau vuon tredc da, dé bao dam minh
khong nhot ai ngoai troi.

“T6i hu,” ¢6 lau bau, vap phai cau thang. “Oi, may phuéc 1a minh kiém
tra.” C6 m6t cdp ngoai nay, tron ra hon hit dwdi anh trang. Mot c6 dam do
va mot chang 4o thun sam, qud mai mé viéc minh nén cha dé y gi dén
Frankie.

Frankie 16m com ding day va khé dang hang.

Co0 gai giat ban ngwoi khoi vong tay chang trai.

“Marina!” Frankie lui phat lai.

Travis quay qua.

“Travis!” bang hoang, Frankie loac choac lui tr¢ vao bép va di tim
Sinead dé bao cho c6 ban biét cai tin dong troi nay. Chac tai Marina khong
con kiém soat dugc nita chi? ai lai lam vay v&i ban minh bao gio!

Frankie vu 1én lau, tim dap thinh thich. C6 mé& cita phong Sinead, nhung
can phong trong tron. Lai xudng lau, liéu xiéu gitta dam giay lac, 4o khoac
chong cho, c6 nhin vao phong dang trudc, roi vao hanh lang. Ra viron dang
trudc...

Ai cha, lai mot cip nita dang dinh chit trong vong tay nhau! Gi thé nay?
Thé gidi 1a mot tiéc hon dai bat tan a? Frankie lac dau kinh hai.
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Oi . Pang 1y ra c¢6 khong nén di lung suc. Hin c¢6 da maét toi vai triéu té
bao nao nita vao canh nay. Oi, cai 4o jacket da kia quen quen... D6 chinh la
cai vat dugc cdy ghép vao Rob nhw la bd da thit hai. “Rob?” Frankie ngap
ngtrng hoi. “Anh c6 thay Sinead dau khong?”

Priing lic dy, Sinead roi khéi Rob, khat khtr vo 1ay canh cong trude dé
dirng cho virng.

Travis va Marina. Rob va Sinead. Oi!

Va gio Marina dang & trong bép, khoc 16¢ ram trdi, Travis dang mo mam
di qua hanh lang, tom duwgc Rob va téch qua quang truong triede khi Frankie
kip néi gi. Con Sinead thi d6 sup vao vong tay Frankie.

“Diéu nay ddng lé khong nén xdy ra!” Frankie thét gao. Travis va
Marina, Rob va Sinead. “Thé gi6i dién loan hét ca roi hay sao?”
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BAY

Chu nhat - dau dau nhv biaa bé, cam giac i 16i bua vay! - Marina
viét trén blog.

Frankie doc véi qua vai Marina, chép miéng, ro6i di 1én lau go ctra phong
Sinead.

“Pi di!” Sinead van vi.

Frankie thd dai, di xudng phong phia tréc va ngoi gitta mot dong ngon
ngang - tan tich cda bita tiéc t6i qua.

Mot co gai sé phai lam gi trong truwong hgp ay? - Marina gé ban phim.
Mot anh chang day ma lyc nhw Travis xong xoc lao dén, va toi phai
khuoc tiv anh ta? Khong tai nao! Nhung c6 cling cha vui 1én teo nao khi
viét nhitng dong chi¥ ay, thanh thir ¢6 tat may va di tim Frankie.

“D6 khong phai 1a 16i tai chi,” Marina mé 16i. “Ai bao Sinead di v&i Rob
tredc, trong khi né biét tong la chi thich anh ay!”

“0, 0,” Frankie ngé dim dam ra ngoai ctra s6, nhin ddm 14 vang trén cay,
may ngon tay siét chat ly ca phé néng. “Em khong thich céi cach chi dung
chiéc may tinh do6 dé phoi bay lwong tam minh.”

“Nhung dé khong phai 16i tai tao. Y tao 13, tao di c6 hét sitc dé ghép
Sinead vé&i Travis thanh mot d6i. Vay ma n6 da lam gi? N6 linh di v6i
Rob!”

“Em nghi Sinead sé chang thém néi chuyén v6i bon minh nita dau,”
Frankie canh bao.

Tum chat céi 4o choang vai bong vao ngwe, Marina buéng minh xuéng
cai dém dudi san. “Tao da c6 xin 16i n6. May ciing thay r6i con gi.”

“Em khong nhd,” Frankie thd dai. C6 chi nhé c6 mo6i mot diéu la Marina
da khoc bu lu, r6i hai ngudi x6 day nhau trén cau thang khi Marina c6 ngan
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Sinead dang lao 1én phong, tiép theo la tiéng ctra phong Sinead déng sam
lai. “Em chang hiéu n6i tai sao moi sy lai tréo ngoe nhuw thé.”

“Du thé nao tao ciling khong thich Travis!” Marina khang dinh mot cach
thiéu thuyét phuc.

“Xao! Tat ca bon con géi trong trong dira nao ma cha mé Travis.”
“U, thi, hin ta dep trai. Hin ta hon gio6i.”

Trén lau, m6t canh ctta mé ra va tiéng nhitng buéc chan kéo 1é vao buong
tam. “Pay nghe thay roi nhé!” Sinead rén ri.

“DP6 chan to kia!” Frankie rit 1én v&i Marina. “Sao khéng nhét cé hai cai
chan vao miéng chi di?”

Dgi cho tdi khi nghe tiéng giat toa-1ét, ca hai méi di t&i ngoi bét & bac
thang dudi cung.

“Xubng day di, chi Sinead!” Frankie khan nai. “Bon minh can néi
chuyén v&i nhau.”

Sinead 1t khir 16t xuéng, “E... &, miéng cif c6 cam giac nhu...”

“Nhu 16 dit lac da chit gi?” Frankie c6 dua, cot dé cho bau khong khi diu
bét di.

Marina cudi 0.

“Qi, be bé cai miéng th6i!” Sinead gét, bia vdi dui cui c nhw dang thi
nhau nén trong hop so co.

“Troi a! Trong bo dang chi kia, khiép qua di mat!” Frankie néi. “Ma chi
c6 nhé chuyén gi hoi dém qua khong?”

Marina chgt thay nét béi roi thoang trén gwong mat Sinead.

“Thé nay nhé, may da khéng tan tinh bat ky ai,” Marina nhac cho Sinead
nhg. “Nhung rét cudc may lai bap diung vao Rob cua tao, con tao vdi...
om... voi thang Travis cua... may, tao xin 16i, that tinh xin 16i, xin 16i!”
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Sinead xudi xudng san va ng6i bat chéo gio. “Lam on no6i do chi la
chuyén dua thoi di,” co nan ni.

“Khong, nhing ma nghe day, lic d6 bon minh déu da say mem!” Marina
khang khai. “Cho nén chuyén d6 chang c6 nghia ly gi ca. Chi 1a mot thodng

chéa mat trén duwong tim hanh phic that sy ma thoi!”

“Hanh phtic cho ai?” Frankie van veo, gio' c6 da cdm thdy nhe nhdm hon
vi nhitng tiéng “xin 16i” dang thi nhau déi inh inh vao twong.

“Cho Sinead va Travis chit con ai,” Marina phan bua. “May c6 biét
chuyén khung dién nay xdy ra la tai ai khong? Tai tén Rob dién kia day.
Pang 1&... Utlii !” C6 rti 1én khi Frankie thiic cui tré vao be swdmn minh.

“Ssssuuuyyt!” Frankie ra hiéu cho Marina ngam miéng lai.

“Co6 phdi tai tao da nhdy v6i Rob khong?” Sinead lam bam, 16 do suy
nghi hau vé dugec mot mau gi do cia bién co nay. “Cé ding thé khong? Tao
con nh@ cai mui ao jacket cia Rob ma.”

“DPo6 bo gia,” Frankie lau bau. “A, em khong néi chi, Sinead... Em noi cai

"’

o jacket ay

“Qi Troi oi!” Sinead rén rdm khi nhitng manh tri nhé bit dau mo mam
tré ve. Roi lai thém mot tiéng “Oi Troi oi!” nita khi chudng ctia trudc réo
vang va c6 10 pho ngd ra khung ctra s6. C6 quay lai nhin Marina va
Frankie, mat trang béch, hai tay bit ldy miéng, “Me Daniella... tGi... roi!”

“Thoi chét, me chi! Con cai bai bom nay? Don dep mau Ién!” Frankie
cudng cuong, nhay ban khéi cai géi ma c6 dang ngoi.

Marina thong tha ng6 ra. O kia, mot phu nit cao rdo, chin chu khéng ché
vao dau dugce dang ding ngoai ctta. Mai téc den ngan qua vai xoe ra, bod
com-lé mau hong phan va mau be may khéo theo phong cach Chanel, vé6i
nhitng diém nhin mau kem trén 4o vest, va déi giay cao gét mau héng nhat.
“Sinead, phai d6 Chanel chinh hiéu khong d6?” c6 thé doc. “Lay Chua,
trong bac ay giong Audrey Hepburn qua di mat!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Reeeng! Chuong cwa lai vang lén.

Sinead nu6t danh wc mot cai va lap titc hanh dong. “Con ra ngay day!” co
hét to trong khi nhitng ngon tay té dai 10 quo' mé khoa ctra.

“Pi dao khong?” Rob rua Travis khi da rap xong chiéc mo t6.

Hai chang trai di doc theo nhitng con ph6 vang tanh ngay Chua nhat, tat
vao hai quan ruwgu, sau do ngoi xuong mot bang ghé bén b kénh. Chang ai
da dong gi tGi sy c6 dém qua, cho mai dén xé chiéu...

“Anh néi trang phoc cai vu nang téc vang thich em, anh giai a,” Travis ty
man noi, trong khi kiém tra chiéc may chup hinh. “Cadm on nhé.”

Rob tya lvng vao mot birc twong gach con ham hap hoi néng mat troi.
Anh cam nhan dugc hoi néng dy dang lan qua lan 4o jacket. “C6 gi dau.
Minh ciing vé duge c6 dam xanh da trdi ma,” anh dap.

“O, em thdy roi,” Travis néi, khom nguoi xuéng dé ngdm kj mang réu
moc trén nhitng thanh goé noi ctta cong. Co ché van hanh ctia cdi ctra cong
nay hay that, mac du k¥ thuat chac phai xwa téi hai thé ky roi. “Xem ra c6
cua anh dep hon c6 ctia em,” Travis thu nhan.

Anh chang da tran troc suot dém qua, nh¢ dau nhé dau doéi vai thon tha
dd, canh tay do, dang diéu do khi Sinead nhdy véi Rob - trong c6 nhw thé
dang troi luat trong khong gian. Ky la that - chua tirng c6 ngwoi phu nit nao
khién Travis phai thao thitc kiéu nay. Néi trang ra, ho khéng bao gio' c6 kha
nang ay!

“Co nang trong cting duwgc,” Rob thira nhan, ngap dai va nhin dong ho
deo tay. “Nhung ma manh mai qua.”

Travis thu vao 6ng kinh mang réu, thanh go, dong nuwéc len 16i gitta hai
tam van. “Sinead la mot cai tén Ireland. Phai c6 ay la nguwoi Ireland
khong?”

“Ai biét, c6 hoi dau. O ma minh ciing doan vay.”
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“Anh c6 dinh gap lai co dy khong?”

“Khong biét nita. Ma dang nao minh cha gdp lai c6 nang tai truong! Vi
lai bon ho cling s6ng ngay bén kia quang tredng ma.”

Ong ma cham mét ngén tay vao cé dy lan nira, téi sé moi gan éng ra,
Travis nghi. Ro6i: Binh tinh, binh tinh ndo! Nén nhé la may dang néi véi 6ng
ban tét nhét ctiia may ddy. Ong ban da day, néc bia irng wc, mé béng dd dén
dién cubng!

©O0O
Marina sittng sd. Co6 chwa bao gid trong thay ai hoan my bang xwong
bang thit nhw ba Daniella.

O ma, khong nhiéu thjt cho 1am - chi 1a d6i go ma nhu tac, nhitng duwong
nét thanh td, song miii cao va thang.

“Sao me quay lai sém vay?” Sinead héi sau khi ba Daniella tir chdi uéng
ca phé va ng6i vao tdm ném futon & phong khach.

“Xin 16i bac, nha ctra btra bon qua,” Frankie li nhi, quo quao don dep cho
san nha xung quanh chan ba Daniella.

“Me vé gap James, cdi ldo quan ly tai chinh ngwdi Anh ctia me dy. Cé
viéc phai dan xép. Chan ngat,” nhom lén khoi dong hon don, ba Daniella
dang rong canh tay chd 6m con gai. “Sinead, con yéu, con c6 quang tham
dwdi mat day nay. Con nga khong dua gidc a?”

“Da,” Sinead canh giac thita nhan. Pay la lan dau tién c6 thdy me nhac
t6i chuyén tién bac. “Moi thit 6n chit me?” c6 héi.

“Tuyét. Dugng Patrick di New York vai ngay nita méi vé, me sé tu do
nhw chim!”

Chim... dung roi! Marina nghi - bong nhién c6 cam thay ton sung than
twgng nay qua di mat. Bé xiu, nhe bdng, co thé dang rong cdnh va bay Ién...
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“Tai dém qua bon chau t6 chitc tiéc bac a,” Frankie chen vao. “Chit binh
thwong bon chau khéng an & bira bai thé nay dau.”

Ba Daniella nd mé6t nu cwdi hien hau. “Oi, sinh vién!” ba cuoi xoa. “Cai
thoi dang nhé!” doan quay lai néi vdi con gai, “Sinead, me mudn dwa con
t6i nha hang xinh xan yén tinh ma me vGi dugng Patrick da phat hién ra hoéi
thang trwdc. Di thay do di, me sé goi dién thoai. Nam phiit nita nhé, con yéu

L}

qui.

Co cai gi do khong on. Sinead c6 linh cdm rang ba Daniella khong bay ttr
Dublin vé day s6m thé sau khi da mua cho c6 ngbi nha & quang trueong
Walgrave nay, trtt phi cé rac roi nao day.

“Sao me khong di New York v6i dugng Patrick?” c6 hoi khi hai me con
da yén vi trong mot goc riéng tuw nhat tai quan san vueon cta dan thwong lwu.

“Cho ca phé thoi,” ba Daniella bao anh béi. “Con yéu, me dau can phai
180 déo bam theo g6t duwgng Patrick, con biét day.”

“Nhung me yéu New York 1am co ma.”

Ba Daniella nghiéng dau qua mot bén. Cham ditt cau chuyén. “Thé...
trwong Thoi trang thé nao?”

“Tuyét. Bon con chwa thyre hanh nhiéu. Phan 16n chi gap gido vién huéng
dan va hoc ly thuyét théi.”

“Con thay thay Tristan Fox thé nao?”
“Tuyét.”

“Thay ay chinh la 1y do khién me mudn con vao treeong Thoi trang Trung
tam day. Di nhién, me biét Tristan nhiéu ndm r6i. Thay ay thiét ké giay cudi
cho me hoi me lay bo con day.”

“Con biét roi,” Sinead thd dai. C6 quyét dinh phai lifu mot phen dé cat
dit may chuyén tao lao kiéu nay. “Me, c6 chuyén gi khong vay?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Lan nay cu nghiéng dau khong c6 tadc dung gi va ba Daniella nhiu may
nhin cham cham vao thia ca phé. “Néu con muon biét, thi... dwgng Patrick
va me quyét dinh xa nhau mot thoi gian. Ly than, con biét day...”

“Oi me, con rat tiéc!” Guong mit rin réi ctia me c6 chi 1a 16p vé boc bén
ngoai ma thoi. Sinead biét. Lai mot moi tinh nita tan v&. Tham sau tan day
long, chac han me c6 ciling dang dau dén nhw vira roi xudng chin tang dia
nguc.

“Neéu I luat s ngwdi My ctia hdan doi 1dy mot miva ngdi nha & Dublin thi
me con ti€c gap doi con dy chit!” ba Daniella pha 1én cuwdi gia 1a.

“Ong ay khong lam thé duogc!”

“Thé ma lam day,” ba Daniella néi. Cham ditt cau chuyén. “Ma nay, con
yéu, ké thém vé Tristan di. Tran 6ng ay van con cang bong hay da bat dau
day nép nhan r6i?”

“Moi ly regu vang dé chita mot tram nam muoi calorie,” Marina ti nhac
nhd minh vao cadi ngay ngay sau chuyén viéng tham bat ngd cua ba
Daniella. C6 duat cuén phim Bira sdng ¢ Tiffany vao cai dau may & truwong,
vOi tap va nhap trén tay, san sang phac thao nhitng mau thiét ké 1ay y tuwéng
tw trang phuc cta Audrey Hepburn.

Lam sao ma cdi c6 Audrey gay com kia lgi dam liéu mang dn sdng nhi?
Co tw hoi. C6 bao nhiéu la calorie trong cdi bdnh strng bo dy!

“Chi dang 1dam nham cai gi day?” Frankie h6i Marina khi dang bang qua
thw vién video dé dén xuwéng kim hoan.

“Xem cai nay di!” Marina ra lénh. “Me Sinead dich thi la ban sao thw

»
!

thiét cia Audrey Hepburn

“Po6i mat huyén bi,” Frankie nhan xét, nhin ky vao cai man hinh den
trang. “Chi c6 biét c6 ay bi rdi loan an uéng khong?”

“Aj... bac Daniella 4?”
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“Khong phai, ngéc a... Audrey Hepburn. C6 ay da phai nhin do6i gan chét
méi gay dugc nhu thé day.”

“Um, tao ciing dang an kiéng ddy,” Marina khing khing.
“Tw bao gig?”
“Sang nay. Phai tong khit may cuc md& thira nay di méi dugc.”

“Chi vay?” Frankie nhun vai. Marina ma khong c6 duong cong thi khac
nao... rm... khac nao Rob khong ao jacket da.

“Tao muon khi bon muoi tudi sé dwgc nhw bac Daniella Harcourt!”
Marina thé thot. “May khong thay bac dy tuyét sao? C6 dé y duong cat cla
bo vest d6 khong? Con cai nhan thi... d6 la vién kim cwong 16n nhat ma tao
tirng thay day!”

Frankie ra khoi thu vién, dung lai ¢ ctra phan xwdng thwc hanh, nhung
vira thay c6 ba nguoi dang lam viéc trong do, co6 bong 1én con hét hoang va
buéc thang di.

Qudng ngay cdi thoi chét tiét nay di ! Frankie ty xi va ban than. Ho cé
cdn may ddu ma sg.

“Bita tiéc hom th Bdy tuyét ddy,” Suzy Atkins ndi khi di ngang qua
Frankie trong hanh lang. “Néu ba tim Travis thi t6i vira thady han trong
phong toi day.”

“Sao toi lai phai tim Travis?” Frankie dop lai.

Suzy mim cudi nhung con mat rao hoanh, “0, théi di, thién ha ai ma cha
biét hai dita ba 1a mé6t. Hai anh chi chac dang s6ng trong tdi nhau con gi.”

“Khong... khong phai. Ch ba khong dy bubi tiéc hém thit Bay sao ma
con hoi?”

“T6i do t6i phai vé trwde. Co gi khong?”

“Bdi vi khong phai t6i hon hit Travis trong vuwon lic dém khuya,”
Frankie chi néi c6 thé, c6 y bé lttng cau chuyén & do.
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“Thé thi la ai?” Suzy goi véi theo, giong the thé dén chéi ca tai.

Chi c6 tiéng im lang vong lai phia sau Frankie, c6 1dy lam khodi chi véi
cai tro lap Ittng nay va di thang t6i khoa Nhiép anh.
Co6 mot bong dén do ngay trén cira phong toi, vi vay Frankie go ctra.

“Chd mot phut!” Travis néi vong ra. Khi mé& hé canh ctta va thay
Frankie, anh chang mai co vao.

“Vao xem tam hinh anh vira chup bén bd kénh chiéu qua nay. Xem anh
phong tam nay nhé? Anh chwa chinh do twong phéan, nhung em thay bo cuc
thé nao?”

“Pep qua!” Frankie tram tro. “Trong nhw tranh trttu twgng ay, giong tranh
cua Rothko qua.”

“Chinh thé anh méi mé quy trinh nay,” Travis s6t sang noi, diéu chinh do
twong phan, r6i bat tay vao phéng hinh Ién mot tdm gidy anh trang. “Ban
dau ta chang thay gi c4, roi tr tr hinh anh sé hién 1én - thoat trong ctt twéng
la ma, v&i nhitng cai bong mo trén nén trang, sau dé tao thanh nhitng duwong
nét mot cach nhiém mau.”

Frankie gat dau. C6 hit ha cai mui héa chat gan gat va xem Travis dung
cai kep dé gap tam hinh md&i hoan thanh ra khéi hop trang.

“Hay qua,” co cong nhan.
y s C

“Nam tdi em nén hoc thém mon nhiép anh di,” Travis bao co, dim tdm
hinh vao thau nuwéc sach.

“Nghe nay Travis, em chi c6 thé lam dugc moi mot viéc la co 16t cho qua
cai khéa nit trang nay thoi,” Frankie tha that. Roi chang hiéu c6 phai vi
khong gian chat hep cua phong t6i, lai thém anh dén xanh 14 cay tu mu,
cong vdi viéc tin twdng Travis khong, hay cai gi da xui khién Frankie tho 10
v6i anh vé chitng hodng s¢ va nhitng y nghi tham kin ctia minh, cho rang
nhitng sinh vién khac that tai nang, that thong minh... va déu hon han co6 vé
tat cd cdc mdt .
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“Khong phai thé dau!” Travis an Frankie ngoi xudng mot cai ghé dau va
bat c6 phai lang nghe. “Tat cd moi nguwdi déu cdm thay nhw thé trong mot,
hai tuan dau tién khi méi vao tredng, nhung roi em sé vugt qua thoi.”

“Vang, nhung ma em thay tinh canh ctia minh bi dat qua.”

“Khong phai dau. Em can ty tin vao em chit. A, khong héin thé... Em phai
tin vao nhitng gi em lam ay.”

“Nhu anh véi cai nganh nhiép anh ctia anh dy ha?” thém mot lan nita,
Frankie khong thé tin n6i mét anh chang dao hoa nhw Travis lai sau sac dén
thé.

Travis gat dau, “Chit em cam thay thé nao moi khi nghi dén viéc lam mot
mon nit trang nao day? Nao, néi anh nghe xem nao.”

“Um... em thudng quan sat moi thit xung quanh, r6i cAm cac vat 1én - chi
la nhitng thit rat binh thuwong nhv mot hon sé6i hay mot chiéc 14 - va nghi...
A, cai nay c6 hinh dang tuyét qua, thé la em phac thao né ra. Em thich mau
sac va chat liéu cua moi vat, em ciing thich cAm giac mat lanh va ém lang
khi cham vao bac va vang.”

“Nghe hay ddy,” Travis xich ghé ctia minh lai gan hon. “Em néi tiép di!”

“Em yéu da quy - mé anh sang 1ap lanh ctua ching kinh khung. Anh cé
bao gio ngam da madt trang chwa, Travis? Trong diéu kién anh sang nay thi
né trong su6t, nhwng chi can nghiéng n6 di maot chat thoi, ngay 1ap titc no sé
anh 1én mau xanh nhat, hoi nga vé trang, déi khi & mot géc doé nhat dinh
nao dé né lai héa ra mau do hong nira.”

(‘Ché!”

“That day. Nam ngoai em da lam mot sgi day chuyén v6i mot vién da
madt trang to by hinh 6-van, boc trong khung bac, ma khung bac dwoc thiét
ké theo phong cach Ard Deco "“han hoi nhé. Em da tang n6 cho me em

nhan dip Giang sinh day.”

“ Wow!”
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“Thyre ra thi cling khong hoan hao lam dau. Mot d6i cho dang 1y ra em
nén chau chudt hon,” Frankie biét 1é ra minh nén danh cho vién da bong
hon nita va dung sgi day chuyén méanh hon.

“Vay thi c& viéc hoan chinh n6 di!” Travis khuyén khich Frankie. “C&
vao xuwdng va bat tay thye hién ban thiét ké hoan hao doé di.”

Frankie mim moi, nhat tri, “Anh néi ding.”

“Pi! bi ngay di, Frankie!” Travis kéo c0 ra khoi ghé va day vé phia ctta.

“O, dugc r6i, nhung nghe ndy, em mudn néi 16i cdm on anh.”

“Thi em vira néi réi con gi. Pi di nao.”

“Em muo6n no6i véi anh chuyén nay nita,” lai mot lan nita, khong gian
chat choi t6i om, anh sang xanh 14 cay thoi thic ngwdi ta mudn dugc giai

bay. Em dang lam giup chi mot viéc vo cung hé trong day, Sinead, chi co
biét khéng! Frankie nghi. “P¢ la vé Sinead.”

Travis nhiu cdp 16ng may va buéc lui lai.
“Sao anh nhin ghe vay? Khong phai tham hga dau ma lo.”

“Cht céi gi?” Sinead dam xanh da troi, cdnh tay vong quanh c6 Rob. Tra
tdn qud suc!

“Em khong biét Rob da néi gi vdéi anh, nhung thyc ra Rob mu6n néi la
anh v@i Sinead... wm... Sinead... chi dy thich anh !”

Travis thd ra mot cai “hoc”, nhw thé vira bi thoi m6t ci vao bung.
“Sinead?” anh chang hoi lai.

“Phai. Marina da bao Rob néi nhv vay véi anh. Chit Rob da noi gi?”

“No6i Marina thich anh,” Travis n6i nhu sap hét hoi dén noi. “Ma chinh
cO ay cling thé hién nhw thé véi anh vao thit Bady ma.”

“N6i ldo, d6 hai mang!” Frankie hét 1én, x6 ctta phong t6i ra. “C¥ cho
day, em sé cho ba ay biét tay!”
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Trong thoi trang, ngwdi ta phai di tredc vai mua. Sinead dang nghi dén
mua xuan - nhitng thiéu nit twoi tré, nhitng tong mau trang hoai niém,
nhitng tang 16p mau hong c6 dién véi nhitng chat liéu tong hop, tat ca déu
tao ra mot hinh anh that lang man.

Sinead vuo6t thang manh vai phin trang trén ban, canh nét vé mot chiéc ao
sat nach co lo, r6i bat dau cat. Tiéng lwGi kéo roet roet khién long co ron
rang. Cdi 4o nay sé mac kem vay vat xéo, khong can xing, lvng diém nhtn.
Ca b sé noi ¢ gitra bang chiéc that lwvng xa-tanh mau hong phdt, diém thém
mot dai mi ren cach diéu.

Giay gi dugc nhi? Sinead tu hoi khi gat miéng vai phin vira cat qua mot
bén. C6 da thay mot d6i xang-dan bang da 16n ctia Martine Sitbon ma c6 rat
thich - dé cao got, kiéu dang xua.

Sinead dirng lai mot thoang dé liéc ra ngoai khung ctra s6 cao, rong.
Phong cat may nam & lau trén cung cda treong, vi vay c6 c6 thé nhin ra
nhitng khoi nha cao tang, vdi nhitng khung thép-va-kinh nhap nhdéa trong
anh mat troi diu diu. Chéch vé phia tdy la khong gian xanh ngat ctia cong
vién, phia dong la dong song uon lwgn quanh thanh phoé.

“Am nhac!” Sinead 1am bam, cho dia CD wa thich nhat vao dau may va

chon bai ti cia minh. M6t diéu blue diu dat vang 1én, canh bdo tat ca nhitng
moi hiém nguy dang rinh rdp quanh con tim md& toang.

Quay trd lai ban, cay kéo sac lwét nhe qua tirng doan vai mém, nhitng
muong twgng dang dan hién hinh, duyén dang, thoang nét tho ngay trong
sang tao cua co.

"-Art Deco: phong cach trang tri va kién tric thudc giai doan 1925 -
1940, nhan manh dén nhitng khoi hinh hoc, mau sac tdo bao - ND.
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TAM

“D0¢ la ziricon,” Rob bdo Marina. “Nhin thi nhv kim cwong nhung khong
dat co day dau.”

“Vay la em c6 thé thiét ké mot cai trdm cai do gidng hét nhw cai trong
phim ctia Audrey Hepburn, chi can dung ziricon lam gia thoi ding khong?”
Marina héi lai cho chac.

“Bflng_”

“Cam on anh nhé!” Marina lam Rob choang vang bang nu cuwdi hai muoi
bon cara ciia minh. Sau man “tréo ngoe” nhé doi dém thit Bay vira roi, co
budc phéi 1én mot ké hoach mdi, va tinh cho dén gio, xem ra ké hoach nay
dang dan phat huy cong hiéu.

CO da tim thdy Rob trong xuwdng kim hoan bé teo, chong chat nhitng
dung cu lam do6 trang sitc, may tién, may danh bong, va rap tam gay choang
anh chang dwdi chiéu bai kich thich nao bg anh.

“Nhung t6i cé biét gi dau?” Rob ling bung, té vé rit lui. “Toi chi 1a ky
thuat vién thoi ma.”

“Vay thi em nén hoi c6 Claudia, anh nhi?” Marina ti€p 16i. Trwong hop
nay can thiét phdi cé6 dong tac von dung diéu méi mong gitt cho Rob noi
ti€p dugc - ay la néu ta coi cai kiéu gir gir nha ra titng am tiét cia anh la noi
. Nhitng am tiét vot ra tir sau trong co6 hong, nghe hét nhut lic nhan vat

Brando dang tinh phwong ké hanh dong. “Vay ra anh lam DJ vao gid ranh
a?”

Rob gat dau va c6 nhoai qua ch6 Marina dé 1ay hop ziricon. Cai xudng
nay nho dén do nguwoi ta khé 1ong ma tranh cho khéi dung vao nhau dugc.
“Xin 16i!” anh ling buing.
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Marina chang phién gi ca. “Em khéng ham nhot minh trong gara va tréng
phach 6n 3a,” c6 tan tiép. “Em thich Glam Rock [l]‘quyé'n ri va nhitng nghé
si dwong dai ctaa thap nién nam muoi - Sinatra, Sammy Davis con, dai loai
thé... O, con Jamie Cullum thi khéi ché.”

Glam Rock... Hay, ciing biét tinh toan day. Day la c6 gai chang bao gio di
Seven-Eleven mua mot binh sita ma lai khong t6 son bong can than. Vay c@
g1 co lai tww bo thoi quen do vi anh chang ? Phai chang chang ta khong thudc
mau cda c6?

“Anh c6 biét Sammy Davis khong?” Marina 1dy mot vién da bong loang,
trong sudt tir cai hop ma Rob vira dwa cho minh.

“Anh ta la thanh vién ctia Rat Pack,” Rob néi. “Cung tdm véi Dean
Martin, Sinatra.”

“Em mé thap nién nam muoi khong chiu duge - vay xoe rong nay, giay
cao got nay; lai con quan lirng va giay thé thao trang nita. Grace Kelly tinh
khoi. Quyén rii lam sao !” Marina ké véi Rob rang c6 va Sinead tiéu tirng
phtit ranh r6i vao nhitng shop d6 c6 dién, va thé la minh bi sinh ra nham
thoi.

“Sinatra cé dinh liu t6i Mafia day,” Rob néi.

“Um, con Marilyn thi ling nhing ca vé6i tong théng!” déi véi Marina,
khong gi c6 thé lam lu mo anh hao quang cta ky nguyén doé.

“Vay ma cudi cung c6 ay lai phai c6 don m6t minh, chét vi uéng thudc
qua liéu, ma ciing c6 thé la do FBI nhing tay vao.”

“Anh biét viéc d6 a?” Marina sung suwéng ngac nhién. Cudc tan gau dién
tién sudn sé hon co dy tinh. “Thé anh c6 nghi... gia dinh Kennedy c6 ding
dang sau cai chét cia Marilyn khong? Hay la Mafia?”

“Marina!” tiéng Frankie cat ngang tir bén ngoai phan xuwéng.

Rob vé duwoc mot 16i thoat than. “O day nay!” anh goi v6i ra va mé cira.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Marina, do quy, chi biét chuyén gi khong?” Frankie da lao thang tw
phong t6i cta Travis t6i day tim ké hai mat. “Chi da néi déi em. Tai sao chi
khong noéi véi Rob rang Sinead thich Travis ma lai di noéi la chi thich?”

Marina quay phat lai doi mat vdi Frankie. “Lam on thoi gium di!” c6
nhao bang. “May trong tao giong cai con dang chay theo Travis lam ha?”

“Thi hom thi Bay chit dau,” Frankie nhiu may, bat thinh linh ngé ngwoi
ra. Nhung Marina ditng hong 1an tranh vu nay.

“N6i cho n6 nghe di!” Marina hét Ién v6i Rob. Tran 16i dinh cua c6, van
thuong bot phat trong mot thoi gian cwec ngan, dugc dip no tung.

“Qi!” Rob khong thich gi cai canh bi roi vao giita lan dan thé nay. Anh
thop ngudi va lach qua Marina, mong tau thoat cho that nhanh. “Lam on
dirng c6 16i t6i vao vu nay!”

“ Noi cho né nghe mau !” Marina cwong quyét. “Em da n6i gi vGi anh
trdc biva tiéc?”

“0... 0... ¢6 thich Travis,” Rob noéi khong ra hoi. “Gio, cho t6i ra khoi

day!” doan anh chuén gap, quén ca khéa ctta xwdng, nghi bung rang cudi
chiéc Kawasaki toc do mot tram mudi dam mot gio trén duwdng cao toc con

an toan hon nhiéu so véi viéc dinh dang dén mot c6 gai nhu Marina.

")

“Qi, lay Chia, diing la cdi db...
khinh khi cau xi hoi. “Thang cha d6 c6 bo 6c bang hot dau phong!”

Marina rén ri, xudi xuéng nhu qua

Nhung Frankie da c6 tat ca nhitng chitng cit can thiét. C6 dang trén da
tang toc, “Sao chi ich ky vay? Sinead da cho chi & chung nha, thé ma chi lai
chi cham cham nghi cho minh minh thoi!”

“Vang, thua co em Hoan Hao!” Marina tra dua. “Dung c6 noi vai toi la
moi quan tdm cda c6 doi v4i Travis la hoan toan trong sang... phdi noéi thé

nao nhi?... Chi dugc cai miéng suong!”

“Cai gi?” Frankie gam lén.
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“Pdy, ct viéc choi di... may thira biét la may mudn thang d6 ma!”

“Khong dung... t0i sé chang bao gio lam thé véi Sinead. Khong nhw chi
dau. 6 ich ky!”

“Tran chién giita cac miéu nit!” Rob bao cao lai vdi Travis khi vira tim
thay cau ban trong quan ca phé.

“O dau?”

“Xuwong kim hoan. Giita co6 bé Frankie ban cau va Marina sat-thu-ca-

»

map.
“Nhuwng ma vé chuyén gi?” Travis haéi.
“Vé cau chir con vé cai gi,” Rob cwdi nhan nhé, can bap vao cai banh
ngot va suyt nita thi chét nghen vi mot hot nhan ho dao.
Marina van dang dién tiét v4i Frankie, “Dirng c6 bay dat nai to triedc mat

dan ong! Ra cai diéu ban be nay no trong khi tam dia lai mu6n ve van ca li
ching n6. Vay la cong bang chac?... Cé ma moéi chai thi c!”

“Im di!” Frankie hét lai. “Chi ding la bi may cai chuyén v& van n6 am
vao dau roi. T6i cha c6 y dinh moi chai ai ca, ditng c6 ma chuyén bé xé ra

»

to.

“May lanh cam dén mitc hé c6 thang nao cham ngon tay vao ngwoi thi

")

1ap tic lu loa am 1 cd 1én!” Marina méc mdy. “Trinh ni tdi nghiép! Nit ranh

nhw may thi biét cai céc kho gi!”

“Cam cai may nhat rac cta chi lai di!” Frankie ciing dién tiét khong kém.
“Khong khién chi phai 1én 16p cho t6i, Marina. Toi vé day!”

“U, vé ma gip Sinead va ké v6i n6 1a may chay theo Travis di!” Marina
tru tréo theo. “Ma c6 khi may nén dem chuyén nay lam am Ién gitta ban dan
thién ha thi hon, sé dep mat lam day...”

Sinead dang ban phac thdo né6t bd trang phuc cho minh. OK, néu chiéc
mi két bang ren nay ma phu xuong tran mot chit nita thi trong sé giong cai
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mi qua chuong nhitng nam 1920 hon... C6 vé lai chi€c mii ren, doi ho 1én
mai toc dai roi tung cua cd gai gypsy. Bo nay co6 su pha tron phong cach
gitta nhitng moén c6 tha & chg vé, tao nén cam giac hai hoa cho thi giac.

Cach day nam phut, gido vién huwéng dan cta co6 da ghé qua va c6 mot vai
goi ¥ cho cai mil. “Y twdng hay day,” thay Tristan dd néi vdy. Thay danh
gia ky thuat cat cua c6 xong roi roi di, chang ndi 10i nao.

“E.m mé toang tim minh, thé ma anh xé toac né ra... ” 10i bai hat tw
album “Yéu anh khé lam sao” dang vang lén. Sinead cling cat cai giong
tram tram ctia minh ngan nga theo trong khi vé.

“ Hi,” Travis budc vao khong gian thoang dang, sang trung ctia phong
cat may. Anh chang tir quan ca phé véi Rob vé, di thang may thang 1én lau
trén cung, hy vong sé gap riéng dugc Sinead. Hirm, dung dang dén gid la du
lam r6i - anh phai tim Sinead dé xin 16i vé vu Marina hom thit By, va rat
c6 thé ca hai sé x6a dugc cai doan 16n x0n do di, réi sé cing udng nwéc vai
nhau ciling khong biét chirtng - con bay gio, anh da & day, san sang mao
hiém dé lam viéc ay.

Vi dang ditng quay lung lai nén Sinead khong nghe tiéng Travis goi.

Travis ditng sung. Pay la khoanh khac trong dai - Sinead ngo6i vo tu, dau
cti xuéng mai miét lam viéc, nhitng manh vai trang vuong vai khap noi,
anh nang chiéu roi thang vao cho c6. Travis bat gon nét nghiéng nghiéng
cta ¢d - nhitng duong nét thanh thoét 16ng trong mai téc ngan mau vang
nhat trong tya mot vang hao quang.

Cudi cung, nhu cé linh tinh mach béao, Sinead ngap ngirng cay but chi
trén giay, roi quay lai phia sau.

Travis thdy miéng Sinead cong 1én thanh m&t nu cwdi ngac nhién.

CoO dé cho mat minh roi vao mat anh. Mot luong dién chép qua, mot nhip
tim bi hut, anh nhin dwdng nhw kéo dai bat tan.
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Nhwng Marina bong x6ng bat qua cira, hét toang lén, “Troi oi 1a troi,
Sinead! Tao vira cdi nhau vdi con Frankie mot tran kich liét. N6 phat r6 mat
r6i. May phdi nghe n6 noéi gi tao méi dugc!”

"-Glam Rock 1a treong phai am nhac xuat hién vao thap nién 70, thé ky
XX, tirng c6 mot thoi hoang kim tuy ngan ngui nhwng dé lai dau an sau dam
vé trang phuc biéu dién: hao nhoang, 1ap lanh, diéu dang, anh hwdng tir cac
phim khoa hoc vién twéng - ND.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHIN

“Travis, cau phai biét la cau dang héi ai chit?” Rob phai nhdn manh rang
minh khong phdi 1a mot chuyén gia vé phu nit. “Minh thi biét quai gi dau
ma khuyén v&i bao!”

“Nhung em phdi x1it si v6i Sinead thé nao bay gio?” Travis roi tri. Anh
chang dang ngoi trong quan cung nguwdi ban than nhat cia minh, véi hai ly
bia treéc mat.

“Thé cau da noi gi v6i Sinead chwa?” Rob hoi.

“Chwa.”

“Thé c6 dy da néi gi vdi cau roi?”

Travis lic dau, sau r6t méi tiép, “Anh c6 phién khong? Y em 13, sau khi
anh va c6 ay... hom thi¢ Bdy... vi néu anh muon thi em sé rut lui.”

“Khong, khong, cht em, cit tién tGi di. Sinead hgp vGi cau hon minh.”

“Em da gdp c6 dy roi. Co ay nhin em la lam. Em nghi, hinh nhw c6 anh
Itra 16e 1én hay sao ay, nhung em ciling khong chac 1am,” Travis dang quay
quat trong mot thit cdm xtic mGi mé ma chang thé 1y gidi dugc. N6 thoi thic
anh phai than trong do dam titng bwdc trong hanh dong cua minh.

“G1 ma nghe nhuw bo phan moi Itra trong dong co vay Troi!” Rob cudi tit.
biéu Travis vira ndi khién Rob lién twéng t6i cai bu-ji - la thtr ma anh co
thé dam luan dugc.

“0), diing, diing. Vian chia khoa, kich hoat dong co!” Travis khodi chi véi
cach so sanh nay. “Chi cé diéu, em khong chac 1a minh cé céi chia khéa
diang hay khong?”

“ Wow !” Rob noi. “Nghe bi hiém thé. Chit céi kj thuat 6m eo xong 16i
cac em di mat ma chd em van hay 4p dung dem quang di dau mat r6i?”
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“Cai kiéu “T6i la Tarzan, em la Jane’ chi phu hgp vdi anh théi.”

“Noi gl vay ha, thoi nam cham hut gai?” Rob da bao phen muc kich
Travis ra tay hanh dong. Cau ban cua anh trong cha khac nao mot ngoi sao
nhac rock va thai do phét doi da hiut hon biét bao em xinh dep.

“Htm,” Travis nhin tran tran ly bia tre6dc mdt minh. “Em nghi lan nay thi
khac. Ma chéc ciling chang c6 gi khac dau. Cling chang biét thé nao nita.”

“Um, minh ciing c6c biét ludn,” Rob két ludn, we nét ly bia cia minh.
“Lam mot ly nita nhé?”

Nguoi ta c6 thé doc dugc gi qua anh mat nhau? Sinead ty nht rang cai
anh mat ma c6 bat gap trong phong cat may chang c6 y nghia gi ca, nhung
Marina chang dé cho c6 tap trung suy nghi.

“ Mot téi mé say ndo doé...” Marina vira nghéu ngao hat vira nhady van
quanh phong. “ Co Ié anh sé gdp mot nguoi lg... co 1é anh sé gdp mot nguoi
la, g-i-t*-a can phong d-6-n-g nguoi...!”

“Im di!” Sinead thé dai, gap dong vai voc lai.

“Tao twdng may dang cat... chit! Roet, roet ,” cau néi dua nhat nhéo cua
Marina vira vot ra da chim nghim, thé nén co tiép tuc than van vé Frankie.
“Troi a, con Frankie néi c@ nhv dam vao mat tao dy. N6 bao tao bi am anh
vi mdy cai chuyén bay ba tan trong nao!”

“Vay chit may dau lai n6 thé nao?” Sinead hoi, chd may quan tam.
Marina nhun vai, “Tao bdo no la trinh ntt.”

“Troi dat!”

“U. Thi n6 1a vay chi con gi.”

“Roi sa0?”

“Thi... n6 bao tao la do lang 1o.”
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Kiéu nay thi dich thi la hai dita nay da don nhau téi choé béi méc nhitng
diéu xau xa ctia nhau ra r6i chit chang choi, Sinead nhan dinh tinh hinh. C6
quyét dinh sé khong nghe nita, mac ké cho Frankie va Marina tu di ma dan
xép lay.

Pa tré vé Dublin - me Sinead nhan tin t6i hom do. P.S. Bay tir NY.

Roi t6i khuya lac khuya lg, khi da tat dén t6i om va ngbi nha chim trong
yén ling, Sinead ngbi bén ctra s6, nhin ra quang truong. Um, ngudi ta cd
thé doc dugc gi qua anh mat ngwoi khac? Minh vira ngudce 1én khoi ban vé
thi bat gap Travis da ditng & nguwdng cira ty hoi nao, dang nhin minh dam
dam. Vay nghia la sao?

Anh 4y tGi dé gap may day.

Co lé.

Chtt con gi. Chac chan anh ay da néi céi gi ddy hay ho néu nhw Marina
khong nhdy bo vao.

Anh dy c6 d6i mat dep mé hon. Cai miéng that dé thuong.

Anh dy hon cuc gidi - theo 161 Marina noi.

Thoi, dung c6 nghi lung tung nira.

Tt ctra s6 nha minh, Sinead thay can nha s6 45 thap thoang sau hang soi
non. Co6 anh den hat ra tir mét 6 ctra so trén lau. Ngo nh& cai khoanh khac &
phong cat may do chi xdy-ra-c6-mot-lan thoi thi sao?

Cudc doi la do ta tao nén - mot giong noi vang vang trong dau Sinead.

Khong, minh lai nghi cudc doi la thit ma ta bi quang vao - Sinead lap
luan. V@i nhitng ngudi dan 6ng nhw Travis, ta chi cé thé ban mot phat dan
duy nhat ma thoi. Néu khéng téom dwoc anh chang ngay tir 1an dau tién, ta
vinh vién sé khong bao gio c6 thém co hdi nao nita.

Ct tuy co ma wng bién vay.

Tinh ban chac sé an toan hon, Sinead quyét dinh. Minh sé lam nhuw thé.
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Chang con nghe giong néi kia 1én tiéng.

Sinead da doi dép 1é ra khoi chan va chui tot vao givong.

Co Claudia Brown du di cho mot tuan ru6i ctia hoc ky tréi qua roi méi
trieu tap Frankie l1én van phong minh.

“To6i khong tai nao hiéu noi,” c6 Claudia m¢ dau. “Em dugc gidi thiéu
vao treong nay bang nhitng 1a thw nang ky nhat, véi mot trong nhitng ho so
xét tuyén dau vao t6t nhat ma toi tirng thdy & mot hoc sinh mdi roi khoi
treong pho théng.”

Frankie can can moi dwéi, cam thay vai minh cang 1én.

“T6i con nhé lan phong van em vao mua xuan roi. Luc dy em ty tin lam
co ma, tra 10i gay gon tat ca cac cau héi, lic nao cling twoi cwoi rang rdo.
Vay ma khi em dén day nhap hoc thi sao nao? Mot con chudt nhat khéng
néi dugc 1dy mot tir cho ra hon.”

“Em xin 10i,” Frankie 1am bam.

“T6i khéng muon nghe cau tra 16i dy,” ti* sau cai ban viét, c6 Claudia
dting day - mot thach thic hai hing cao vita xodn 6 nam bd hai . “Em
nodi di xem nao, tai sao toi chwa thay bo mau thiét ké hoan chinh cho du an
do trang sirc dau tién cua em, trong khi tat ca cac sinh vién khac déu da
xoay x& nop dung thoi han r6i? Va tai sao to6i khong bao gio thay em cé mat
trong xwong thue hanh?”

Frankie lac dau.

“Hay noi chuyén dang hoang véi t6i. Toi c6 can dau ma sg.”

“Em da bat dau thiét ké roi day chit a,” Frankie 1i nhi. “Nhung tw nhién
em khong thich né nita, thé nén em lai chuyén sang lam céi khac.”

“Em c6 mang no6 theo khong?”

Frankie gat dau va voi 16i cuon vé nhap ra khoi gié xach. Co 1at hét trang
nay tdi trang khac nhitng ban vé bi gach bdé lung tung, cho tGi khi co
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Claudia phai giang 1ay quyén vé va chi vao mot to gidy vé roi beng mot cai
nhan.

“N6i t6i nghe vé cai nay xem nao,” c6 Claudia yéu cau.

“Mau nay dwoc thiét ké gom nam chiéc nhan tach roi deo trén cung mat
ngon tay va tao thanh mot mang nhitng tong mau vang khac nhau. Chiéc
nhan chinh gitta kham mét vién da ngoc lam hinh vuong.”

“Y twdng an sau no la gi?”

“Bién a,” Frankie néi. “Nhitng con séng, mau sac cua bién khi 4nh mat
troi chiéu xuéng. Em da dinh lam mét sgi day chuyén va doi bong tai nita
cho da bo luén. Nhung khong phai nhithg mo-tip xwa nhw sao bién hay ca
ngwa dau.”

Cd Claudia gat dau, “Tét. Y twdng hay day.”

Frankie hit thd sau, “Vay thi em sé phat trién n6 thém nita, c6 nhé?”

“Puoc, va nhd nop vao thit Sau day. Gio dén viéc tai sao em khong bao
gio 16 mdt vao xwdng kim hoan? Hay néi thang cho t6i nghe xem nao.”

“Chang c6 ly do gi hét c6 a. Em van lam & nha ma,” Franki n6i doi.

“Vay khong dugc. Em can lam viéc v@i cac ban khac dé con hoc hoi lan
nhau nira chw. Bung c6 vong vo, noi ly do that di xem nao.”

“Em da c0,” Frankie thu that, “c6 1én tinh than vao moéi budi sang, nhuwng
chang hiéu sao hé cit dén cira xuwdng thue hanh la tay em lai tia mo6 hoi w6t
nhep, kh6 thd kinh khing va em khong tai nao buwéc chan vao trong ay
duoc.”

CoO Claudia nhin Frankie r6i chan bénh, “Chitng kinh hodng day ma.
birng lo, t6i cling da ting bi vay roi. T6i da c6 thoi chang dam gap khach
hang cia minh, va phai bia ra da thit ly do dé bao bién. Tinh trang ay kéo
dai t¢i mady nam mdi hét.”
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“O,” Frankie vudt miéng, chot bit gip anh nhin cia nha thiét ké do trang
sttc nho tho, cing ran nhu da, noi tiéng thé gidi, ma khong thé twéng twgng
noi la c6 dy bi yéu than kinh.

“Nhu thé chang tot cho cong viéc ti nao,” ¢6 Claudia néi. “Vi vay toi da
tim dén mo&t nha thoi mién tri liéu xudt sac, va em biét khong, ba ay da chita
khoi bénh cho t6i ngay trong lan gap dau tién!”

Long may Frankie nhudng 1én, hau nhw khuat han vao mé t6c mai.

Co6 Claudia bong né mot nu cuwdi hiém hoi khi trd lai cho Frankie quyén
tap nhap, “Nhung ma né cling ngén cta td6i mat ca gia tai chi chang choi.
Néu la em, toi sé tam sy v6i mot nguwdi ban gai, ra ban ay tdi xwdng chung
v6i minh vai lan... réi xem c6 tac dung khéng.”

Frankie gat dau va thd lai, “Vang, cam on c6.”

“Pirng c6 cam on toi, hdy lam di va dirng dé to6i phdi mat mat. Nh&
nhitng thiét ké vé bién vao thit Sdu day nhé?” c6 Claudia nhac.

Ra t¢i ngoai r6i, Frankie md&i quay lai va gat dau.

“Va dirng c6 1am mot Co Chudt Nhat niva day!”

Frankie mim cwdi véi c6 Claudia, lac dau that nhanh réi chuon gap.

“... co0 Claudia rat hién,” Frankie bdo v@i Travis lic an triva. “Khong, em
ndi that day. Co dy tuyét lam.”

©0O

Tin hay khong thi tuy cac ban! - Marina dang viét blog cho ca thé gidi
doc. Ong thay hwéng dan tai ba cua toi, thay Tristan Fox, da dam chi
trich phong cach ciaa téi! Thay bao nhitng mau thiét ké quyén ri
Hollywood cua t6i la “xwa tit nam ngoai r6i”. Toi da tranh luan véi
thay rang doé la tim vé véi qua khi, la chong lai chia nghia hién dai, va
cham biém cai goi la chay theo thoi thugng, kiéu kiéu vay. Véi lai,
“twgng dai” Marilyn thi c6 16i mot bao gio?!

https://thuviensach.vn



Luc dy t6i dang tham dy budi hdi thdo vé tam anh huwéng quan trong cta
thoi trang cu6i thé ky XX, va toi da 1én doc tham luan ctia minh vé bo phim
Grease - tim hiéu viéc bo phim dy da lam héi sinh phong cach thoi trang
cta nhitng nam nam muoi nhv thé nao. T6i trvng ra mot bitc dnh Olivia
Newton-John trong vai Sandy a cung vGi tam hinh chup Marilyn vay t6c
cao. Va dung ldc 4y, thay Tristan Fox bado rang toi ¢t quan quanh mai vdi
mot giai doan nhat dinh, va diéu do thé hién & cach an mac va cach hanh xir
ctia t6i! Chii quan kinh nguoi! Y t6i 1, toi khong ddm néi véi thay ring céi
viéc gan dung mao cta Cliff Richard “"thoi tré 16n mot ong co tudi thay thi
that 16 bich lam sao! O, t6i dua ddy ma...

That khé khan khi bi ngwoi khac sam soi giita thanh thien bach nhat.
Nhung t6i lai muon nhw thé, va c6 ngwdi cho rang to6i song swong qua.
Nhung do 1a phong cach cua t6i. Toi dwgce nudi day theo cach nhw thé day.

U thi moi ngudi sé néi 1a khong chiu néi nhiét thi hdy ra khéi bép.
Nhung néu bép la tat ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thi sao?

May phuéc t6i 1a con gai - me t6i chac han da chang biét phéi xoay x&
thé nao néu t6i 1a mot dira con trai. Ba thich chon cho téi nhitng bo vay yéu
kiéu, that no trén dau t6i, ngay ca khi nhitng ba me khac chi chon cho con
minh loai quan bang vai tric bau va do thun soc. Me thuong ti may do cho
toi. Chinh vi thé ma t6i cling biét may ti chuit.

Du sao thi néi thé cling da roi! Ngay mai t6i sé dén treong vdi do yém va
vay sudn - pho bay phong cach nhitng nam 50! Sinead sé cho t6i muon
giay. Frankie ching thém dém xia ti t6i. Sy vu da kéo dai ba ngay roi. Ac
mong.

“ft nhat thi 1an nay thay 4y ciing tim cho bon minh mét ngwdi mau tir té!”
Marina vtra thi thao vdi Sinead, vira gio bt chi ra do.

Lai vé hinh hoa, khi thdt! Frankie thd dai. HOm nay la th Sau - ngay ma
c6 phai ndp nhitng mau thiét ké 1ay dé tai vé bién cho c6 Claudia, va bay
gio thi chinh co cling phai xuyt xoa la ching qua dep. Qua that, Frankie
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cam thay vo cung phan khich véi mau thiét ké do, y nhu lic c6 néi véi
Travis vé viéc lam do6 trang sitc vay. Tuy nhién, chac chan c6 van lam dugc
diéu d6 ma chang can dén diém mon hinh hoa cuia thay Jack Irvine nhw mot
mon hoc chinh khoa!

Sinead nhanh chéng phac thao hinh dang c6 ngwoi mau tré da den 1én
gidy. Thay Jack chi cho moi ngwoi c6 nam phut dé vé moi tw thé - thoi gian
vira da dé phac ra nhitng nét chinh ctia ¢6 nguwdi mau. Chon moi hinh mot
vién phan mau téng nhe khac nhau, Sinead dang mai mé phac nhitng hinh
Ve trén madt giay.

“Cam on, Natalie!” thay Jack bao c6 ngwoi mau mdc 4o choang vao, roi
di t6i tirng sinh vién mdt dé nhan xét tac pham cua ho.

“Rat manh mé, rat co lwe,” thay bdo Marina. “Nhitng hinh vé nay c6 yéu
t0 gdy ngac nhién va rat doc dao.”

“Gay ngac nhién nghia la sao a?” c6 chat van.
“N6 khong thudc vé em nita. Hay it nhat, vé hinh dnh ma em dinh vé. T6i

cl? twdng tac pham cua em xoang hon kia - chi rat 4o khoac 16ng va khong
do 16t, theo nhu cach ma ba ngoai ving Yorkshire cua t6i van thuwong néi.”

“Vay nghia la tot hay xau a?” Marina héi.

“Q, tot, t6t,” thay Jack bao dam véi c6. “Hay lam viéc can man hai muoi
nam nita, thé nao em ciing sé phat huy dwogc tinh nghé si thyc thu caa
minh.”

“Chao!” Sinead an twgng hét sitc. Thay Jack Irvine cling la mot gido vién
nita cé danh tiéng trén quoc té cua trweong dai hoc Thoi trang Trung tam.
Thay da tho gido David Hockney “-va moi day da co trién 1am tranh &
Barcelona va Prague.

Con Marina thi ldng ngudi di. Nhitng hinh vé ctda c6 la tdc pham duy
nhat thay Jack chon ra dé binh luan trude khi thay quay trd lai cho nguai
mau va chi cho c6 ay mot tw thé mdi.
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“Bay gio mot sinh vién nhiép anh sé vao va chup nhitng bitc hinh chi tiét
caa tu thé nay,” thay giai thich. “Cau dy sé in ra thanh nhiéu ban cho moéi
em dem vé nha va tiép tuc vé. T6i mudn xem tranh phat trién ti tw thé nay.
Hinh chup sé b6 sung cho nhitng ban vé phac thao ctia cac em, gitip cac em
thire hién mot tdc pham hoan chinh, dugc cham chut ky lwGng.”

Sinead dang mai nghién cttu tw thé mdi - ngwoi mau Natalie dwa lwng
vao twong mot cach tré nai, mot canh tay gac lén thanh ghé, nhitng lon téc
dai tét nhuyén sat da dau dugc cot cao 1én bang mat chiéc khan lua mau hoa
van anh. Trong c6 ay that phiéu bong va ky la.

Cho nén, khi Travis - chinh la cai anh chang sinh vién nhiép anh ma thay
Jack moi dén chup hinh - bwéc vao, Sinead khong hé hay biét. Vai trdi ctua
Natalie cao hon vai phdi , c6 tham nghi. Tir ché minh ditng day, né cao tdi
tdn ddi tai bén trdi cta c6 ay...

“F, Sinead, xem ai kia!” Frankie rit 1én.

“Cai gi? O!” vién phdn mau cta Sinead run run phac ra nhitng nét ma&i
trén mat giay. Travis!

“Durng ngap ngirng thé,” thay Jack nhan xét khi di ngang qua cho Sinead.
“Hay manh dan 1én, nhw Marianna ay.”

“Marina chit thay,” Marina nhac.

“0, Sinead,” Travis ha thdp giong khi budc lui lai khéi ngwdi mau dé
kiém tra tiéu cy va 6ng kinh. Anh chang phat hién thiy trén ma Sinead c6
mot vét phan mau xanh tham, va phai kim ché hét sitc anh m&i chong lai
dwgc y muon dwa ngén tay cai 1én ma chui né di cho c6.

“A,” Sinead thé gip dap lai. Bit gip 4nh mit Travis dang nhin chim
cham 1én ma minh, 6 lién dwa mu ban tay chui 1én mat mot cach co y thic.

No6i gi v&i anh dy di! Frankie tham doc thic Sinead dan t6i.

Sao ma lgi lan chan thé kia? Marina ngh.
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Nhuw thé doc duwgc y nghi cta hai c6 ban, Sinead tién 1én. Lui khéi gia vé
ctia minh, c6 kéo Travis vao mdt géc vang. “Em chi muon néi céi nay, em
rat tiéc la anh da roi vao vu rac r6i vdéi Frankie va Marina hom no,” c6 md
101, nghe nghiém nghi khong chiu n6i. Co ty nhiéc m6c minh.

“0, khong c6 gi dau,” Travis bao cb. Thdt la chdng ra ddu vao dau! Chac
chat hoa hoc phan ng sai roi. C6 1€ cai nay sé chi la tinh ban thong thudong
ma thoi.

Bup! Bang vé cua ai d6 roi khéi gia, bay véo xudng san.

Sinead giat ban 1én ca dam. “Oi! Xin 16i!” c6 lam bam.

Cu roi do6 hich Travis bay qua khoi rao chan ngai ngung. “Anh xong viéc
¢ day roi minh di uéng ca phé nhé?” anh chang dét ngot noi.

“Chirng nao?”

“Bay gio.”

“Khong dugc. Em dang hoc ma.”

“Thi co sao dau.”

Di di! Marina va Frankie giuc gia Sinead tu xa.

C@ su Sinead di uong Caffelatte *-v6i Travis 1a nhw thé do, va dang lic

ay thi dién thoai ctia c6 rung 1én - mat tin nhan tir Daniella. Bing qua thoai
mai ¢ quang treong Walgrave, cung a. Co 1é me phai ban nha dé tra ng!

""Tc 1a khoang 1m55.

“-Olivia Newton-John ca si Anh, dugc coi la mét trong nhitng giong ca
thanh cong nhat thap nién 70 thé loai country-pop va soft rock. Nam 1978
c6 dong vai Sandy trong Grease, bo phim tinh cam ca nhac kinh dién - ND.
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selltii Richard, ca si nhac pop gao cdi cia Anh véi thanh tich ban duoc
nhiéu dia don nhat & Anh trong nita cu6i thé ky XX (gan 21 triéu dia) - ND.

“-David Hockney hoa si Anh qudc, néi tiéng thé gidi tir thap nién 1960
nhr la mot trong nhitng nguoi tién phong trong trao lwu pop art & Anh.
Hién 6ng séng & My - ND.

“LCaffelatte: ca phé kiéu Y pha vdi sita néng - ND.
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MUOI

“Me chi nhdn tin a?” Frankie kinh hoang.

“Qi troi 0i!” Marina doc tin nhin xong rd 1én. “That 1 bat cong!”

Mau tin cta ba Daniella da pha hong tat ca. Sinead c ng6i than mat
tredc Travis trong quan ca phé, hau nhu chang nghe dwgc ldy mot 10i anh
noi.

“Xin 16i vé chuyén hom thit Bay,” anh chang li nhi. “Thyc ra anh chang
c6 chu y gi véi Marina ca.”

“Khong sao dau.”

“Anh khong nghi vay. D6 la mot vu 16n xon kinh khung. Anh khong phai
loai ngwdi ludn ra quanh ban tiéc r6i chon bitra 1dy mot ¢6 nao dé... nhat lai
la... *rm, em biét day.”

“U,” Sinead git dau roi néi, “Travis ndy, em that sy xin 18i, nhung em
vtra nhan dwgc tin nhan, gio em phai di day. Hen gap lai anh.”

No6i doan c6 tat twdi budc di ma khéng héi xem Travis dang dinh néi gi
khi buot miéng “Nhat lai la... tm, em biét day” trong bai dién van da duogc
tap dugt trwdc cha anh.

Chang hiéu sao Sinead lai c6 thé qua ndi cai phan ngay con lai - dén 16p
thay Tristan Fox va lam viéc sudt bu6i chiéu trong phong cat may, mai cho
tGi khi gap lai Frankie va Marina ¢ nha vao budi toi.

Phdi goi hai dira né lai va xa hét cho tui né nghe mdi dugc, Sinead quyét
dinh, buéc than tho tir phong nay sang phong khac, trueée khi dgi hai co ban
vé nha.

“E, Sinead!” Frankie lao véo qua ctta, cudi ngoac tdn mang tai. “Biét gi
khong? Em da nop thiét ké dy an do trang strc roi ddy. Rot cudc thi cling
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xong! Em da & i trong xwéng thuwc hanh cd budi chiéu. Thay tién bo
khong?”

Marina thi dé sup xudng chiéc ném futon, kéu am 1, “Gioi a, d6i giay cia
may dang giét tao day nay! Sinead, chau ca phé véi Travis thé nao, ha?

“Chac me Daniella phai ban nha. Can nha nay nay,” Sinead bé qua cau
héi ctia Marina ma thong bao luon cai tin xau. Dé thng bdo mat tin xau thi
chang cé cach nao la hay cd, nhung c6 cting khong mong la nwéc mat sé roi
hay giong néi sé run ray. Sinead ké cho hai ¢6 ban nghe vé mau tin nhan va
giai thich 1y do.

“Me chia tay Patrick roi,” co giai thich. “Cé goi cho me lic mét gio. Me
bao khong thé noéi chuyén dwgc vi dang ban an trira bén ngoai, nhung me
cling noi cho biét vai diéu.”

“Patrick la...?” Marina hoi.

“Thang cha nguwdi New York. Me bo véi 1do khoang hai nam nay, nhung
cling cha di dén dau ca. Cach day hai ngay lao bay trd lai gap me va bdo tin
la 130 c6 nguoi khac roi. Hét chuyén.”

“Thang khon,” Frankie lang lang néi. “Lao ay la ngudi thé nao?”

Sinead nhun vai. C6 ditng twa lwng vao ctra s6, anh dén dwong mau cam
pht ldy ngudi, “Daniella thich 1d0.”

“Con may thi khong chtt gi?” Marina doan. “Nhung chuyén hai nguoi
chia tay thi c6 lién quan gi tGi viéc me may phdi ban can nha nay?”

“ C0 Ié phéi ban théi!” Sinead nhan manh. “Ciing chwa c6 gi chac chan,
nhwng lao Patrick da nhanh chan kiém cho minh mot luat sw lau ca. Bon n6
dang doi chia doi gia tri can nha & Dublin. Tai me lai di dang ky tén hai
ngwoi khi mua can nha dy, va bay gio' 1do muén c6 mot nira. Me tha ban can
nha nay dé tra tién cho lao con hon la dé mat ng6i nha kia. Me yéu cai nha
ay lam. N6 nhin ra cong vién.”
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“Phai tay em thi quén ngay cai chuyén chia chac dy di! Me chi phai tim
mot luat sw khon lanh hon di chiz,” Frankie néu y kién.

“0, c6 tim roi, tim ro6i,” Sinead n6i. Me c6 dau cé ngoc.
“Luc n6i chuyén thi thai do bac dy thé nao?” Marina héi.

“Um... Thi biét r6i day, me chd muén néi gi nhiéu,” Sinead khong ké cho
ban nghe toan bo cugc dién thoai.

“... Con gai, ding ra lung nhung tt* gan mot nam nay roi. Lau nay da cé
lam thit khong ém gitta me va Patrick, ma gan day tién bac lai la chuyén 16n
nhat.”

Thé thi me con mua cdn nha nay cho con lam gi? Sinead phai can luGi dé
ngan minh dirng héi cau d6. Co6 chwa chuan bi dé hitng nhan dot doi bom
thit hai cia ba Daniella.

“Nghe nay, con gdi... néu Patrick thang trong cudc chién vo duyén gianh
ngoi nha ¢ Dublin thi me danh phai cho con nghi hoc cling nhw phai ban
can nha sinh vién d6 di. Tién hoc phi roi chi phi cho con an & do6... tm, don

"’

gian la me khong con kham noi nita

“Vay la,” Frankie suy tinh. “Néu nhd may bac Daniella phai ban ngoi
nha nay thi ba chi em minh sé t¢i van phong thué nha dé tim thué mot noi
m&i. Chac la sé khong ngon bang cho nay dau, nhung thé thi da sao! Kiéu
gl ma cha c6 céi dé che dau... Thé la xong!”

Marina gat dau, “Ca ba dita cung di.”

“Ra la hai nguwoi néi chuyén lai v&i nhau réi a?” Sinead hoéi dé doi de tai.
C0 khong mudn nhac dén chuyén minh c6 thé phai nghi hoc. Chi nghi dén
thoi cling da dau don lam r6i.

Ba Daniella van thuwdng lam xé&o tron cudc song cua Sinead - doi khi co
c6 cam giac doi minh c nhw bi gi6é bao cudn tung lic hwéng nay lic huéng
khac. Nhuwng mai r6i cling dam quen v6i chuyén dy va Sinead cd tim mot
diém twa that vitng chac dé gilr cho minh khoi phat dién. Trong triong hop
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nay, diém twa dy chinh la tinh ban gitta c6 v6i Frankie va Marina. Va c6 sé
suy sup mat néu ba Daniella khong x ly ém tham vu nay.

Tu x6-pha, Marina ngudc nhin Frankie dang ding dwa vao khung cira
16n. Frankie dao tron mat.

“Pung roi, bon nay néi chuyén lai roi,” cd Marina va Sinead cung dong
thanh.

“Phai vugt qua duge cudc chién ngd ngan do chit!” Marina khang dinh.
“Pung thé, chi em minh la ba cdy chum lai ma!” Frankie vuot dudi.

Sinead hit that sau, “Phdi ddy, quén vu Daniella di. Téi vii truong thoi
nao!”

Marina, Frankie va Sinead dang trén san nhdy. Gio da la nita dém va ca
ba da 1ét tr quan Alex t6i Nhitng Cdnh Pong Ddu - vii treong dong khach
nhat thanh pho.

Tiéng nhac bum bum chat chia, anh dén chép nhay chiéu loang loang 1én
nhitng than hinh dang nhdy nhét ngoai ban-cong, trong hanh lang va & ca
san nhdy trung tam. Trén san khau bé ti, sdu vii cong chuyén nghiép lac
minh diéu nghé tredc dan DJ boc lira.

“Pong qua di mat!” Marina phan nan gitta quang do6i nhac. “Tao mu6n
udng nwdc.”

“Em nita,” Frankie chen qua nhitng than hinh nhé nhai dé di vé phia quay
gan nhat. “Nudc!” co goi to, roi trao cho Marina va Sinead moi nguwdi mat
chai.

Ca ba tim thady mdt gbc trong trén cau thang gitta hai san nhay, ng6i bét
xuong nhirng bac thang kim loai va ci¢ thé ma tu nuwéc.

“Nhay khong em?” mot ten ru Frankie trudce khi co kip yén vi. Co tu vc
mot hoi nwdc réi mat hit cung véi chang ta.
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“Marina!” mot co gai hoc chung trvong nhan ra Marina. “Toi mGi noi
chuyén véi Suzy vé ba xong!”

“Suzy nao?” Lucy Denton khong phdi la loai sinh vién ma Marina thich
giao du, nhung néu cé ngwoi ban tan vé co thi co can phai biét xem ho ban
tan cai gi.

“Suzy Atkins, ndm hai,” ng6i vao cho trong ma Frankie vira b lai, Lucy
bat dau “budn dwa 16”. “Suzy bdo la ba nén tranh xa Rob Evans ra. N6 da
tirng bo bich véi Travis nén ciing biét kha nhiéu vé Rob. N6 bao Rob la do
16m khém day.”

Sinead nghe 10m bom cdu dwgc cau chang, thdy khong thich nén ben
nhun vai va ding 1én. “T1 nita ra kia nhé,” c6 bao Marina.

Sinead vao toa-lét, kiém tra lai mai toc trong gwong, va bat thinh linh
thay chéan, chang con muén nhdy nhét gi nita! Bum! Qua khinh khi cau toi
thit Sdu bong nhién n6 tung. Bay gio' c6 chi mudn vé nha.

“Nhé goi taxi ddy!” Marina nhac nhé khi Sinead céo tir ra vé. “Ma nay,
may co biét Suzy da tirng cdp ké vGi ca Rob lan Travis roi khong? Lucy bao
rang Rob la mét tay chan phéo, an béng da ngt béng da! Han nén tGi FFA
thi hon.”

‘CLé gi?”

“Trung tam cai nghién danh cho nhitng ké cuézng tin bong da.” .
Sinead cuoi toét, “Vay thi co gi magi dau?”

“Tao biét. Nhung du c6 thé thi Rob van la mét thach thivc dang gom!”
“bién qua di ba ban!” Sinead mim cwoi, vay tay chao tam biét.

“Nhé don taxi day!” Marina dan lan nita r6i quay lai san nhdy tim
Frankie.

Bwéc ra ngoai troi dém lanh gia, Sinead c6 lam theo 10i khuyén cta
Marina. Co dirng trén via he, nhin mot cap budc vao chiéc taxi duy nhat dau
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bén lé dwong, roi voi lui lai va dwa lwng vao twong dé doi chiéc khac. Cé vé
nhv troi sdp mua dén noi. Bén kia dwong, noi khung cira s6 cua tiém ca phé
pizza mé& sudt dém, nhitng dai anh sang cua chiéc béng dén né-6ng mau do
va xanh 14 cay hat ra sang ruc.

“Pi khong?” mot ga goi Sinead tir trong chiéc xe hoi da dau san gan do.

Tt trong xe, mot 1do dé x6m tir ghé sau ha kinh xe xuéng, chém han
nguoi ra ngoai va dang rong hai canh tay ra khua loan xa. “Nay, cung oi!”
130 tan tinh.

“Cut di,” Sinead lam bam. Mau [én, taxi, dua t6i ra khoi day!

“E, ctt di!” Travis béng & dau xudt hién, dén ditng ngay bén canh Sinead
va nhin nhw muén dap thang cha kia rut dau vao xe.

Chiéc xe vu di m6t nudce.

“O1” Sinead ngac nhién. “Anh tir ddu ra vay?”

“Anh theo em ra ngoai,” Travis noi, trén nguwoi khong ao khoac, hai tay
dut tdi quan.

“Chi vay? Anh tinh lam chang hiép si ao giap sang loang ctia em a?”

“Anh khong yén tam dé em vé mdt minh.”

“Em c6 thé tuv lo cho minh. Ma khi ndy em c6 thdy anh trong dé dau.”

“Trong ddy chat kinh nguoi,” Travis néi. Anh phat hién mdt chiéc taxi
dang lwgn qua cac tru den giao thong hwéng vé phia hai ngudi. “Sao em lai
ve?”

“Chang sao ca.”

Sinead dang lang tranh, dang day Travis roi xa minh, nhw cai ltic c6 nhan
dugc tin nhan cda me Daniella h6i sém.

Travis thira biét khi nao thi ngudi ta khong can minh . “Taxi kia,” anh
chang lam bam.
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Chiéc taxi lwét qua moc dén do cudi cung va tap lai bén 1é duong.

“Hay minh cung di b0 vé nha di,” Sinead thinh linh dé nghi, c nhw tiéng
néi tir trén troi vong xuodng.

“Duwdi mua a?” O, that 1a ching biét dau ma lan. Méi gidy trudce Travis
thay Sinead bat den dé, gidy sau lai da thdy co bat den xanh!

“Mua thi c6 sao dau, em chang ngai.”
“Anh cting khong ngai.”

Travis bat dau di 1én doi, hoi vuot 1én trede Sinead. R6i anh chang quay
dau lai cho co.

“Tai doi giay nay,” Sinead phan bua.

“Anh nghe n6i em sé chuyén nha,” Travis noi, cam tay c6. Ban tay anh to
va am ap.

“Sao anh biét?”

“Anh da gdp Frankie luc @ Alex. Bon anh da noéi chuyén véi nhau.”

“Thé né c6 noi tai sao tui em co6 thé phai chuyén nha khéng?”

“Khong. Nhung em vira méi don dén ma. Sao vay?” Travis hoi.

“Phtrc tap lam,” c6 thd dai.

Dbay, Sinead lai bit dwong Travis nita r6i, khong ho hé diéu gi. Nhung
trong c6 that quyén ri trong chiéc vay dam ngan mau trang, c6 hai chiéc nut
to hinh con bwém mau bac vGi xanh 14 cay dé gai day ao lai; doi giay cao
g6t da nang co6 1én cao gan bang Travis, khién anh chang muén roi xa co
chit nao. Anh dirng lai bén lé dwong dé cho co bat “dén xanh”.

“Em wét roi kia.”
“Cling sap ve t6i roi. Nghe nay, thuc ra em chang muon rdi quang treong
dau. Nhung chuyén nay cé lién quan dén me em.”
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“Um, bat luan 1 chuyén gi thi anh ciing khéng mudn em chuyén di.”
Sinead nhin Travis, “Vi khong ai chinh may giat cho anh nita chir gi?”

“Ay,” anh kéo c6 khoi dwong khi mot chiéc xe hoi chay ao qua viing
nuwoc.

“Daniella... me em ay... gap chut van dé tién bac phai gidi quyét. Me em
vira chia tay vGi chéng. Khéng phdi b6 em dau... 6ng ay bo di lau roi.
Nhung su viéc hoa ra lai ray ra.” Troi g, cdi miéng minh ding la bép xép!
Co bat minh im lang r6i bang qua duong, vugt 1én trwdc Travis.

“Anh rat tiéc,” Travis ndi. Cau dy c6 nghia la anh rat tiéc vé tat ca moi
thit. Anh chang du6i kip Sinead va quang tay qua vai co.

“Pirng lo, em sé khong khoc nhé wét dam do anh dau!” Sinead thi tham.

Travis chay lén treée va buwdce giat lui, dang rong tay ra. “Thoai mai lén
nao!”

“O, em lam ngay day!” Sinead néi. C6 vita muén cuwdi pha 1én nhung
cling vira mudn khoc that to. Ng6é qua vai Travis, c6 c6 thé thdy nhitng
nhanh so6i thdp thoang & gita quang truong Walgrave. “Ba me khd khao,
dién ro, tuyét voi cia em khong chi bat em phai chuyén nha, ma con doa sé
16i c6 em khéi treong dai hoc, cham hét!”

Travis nghiém sac mat lai va diu c6 di vao gitta nhitng hang cdy. Nhitng
than cdy xam bac ngdm nwéc mua sam den; tit dam canh 14, nhitng giot
nuwde lanh ngat ti tach nho xudng.

“Chang hiéu sao anh c* nghi dén em hoai,” Travis thd nhan. “Em hién ra,
xao tron moi dy dinh twong lai trong anh. Anh khong thé gat em ra khéi tam
tri minh.”

“Thé anh c6 muodn gat khong?” Sinead héi, chim lim vao vong tay ma
Travis dang 6m quanh eo c0, cung hoi am cua anh, khi mat anh ap sat mat
cO.
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“Khong,” Travis noi.

“Nhung em khong dé gan dau,” Sinead canh bao Travis.
“Vai ai?”

“Vi tat cd moi ngwoi. Em kho chiu lam.”

Travis ddt moi 1én ma co6, “Nhu thé nao?”

“Nhu la em c6 nén tin cdy anh hay khong. Chiing ta la ban bé cé t6t hon
hay khong.”

Travis dat mo6i 1én moi Sinead dé tra 16i. Lan da va mai téc c6 dam nudc
mua. Roi c6 vong tay quanh c6 anh va hon dap lai.

[l]'Nguyén goc la Footbal Fanatics Anonymous (FFA).
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“Troi oi, sao nho Rob lai con kho hon ca nho rang thé nay!” Marina rén
Il

Frankie cwoi hich hich, “Thé mdi thich! Day dich thi la gio phait lich st...
Lan dau tién c6 mot chang trai phdt 10 sitc mé hodc cia chi nhé!”

Ca hai van dang nhay tuwng birng trong guong quay cda vil trdng, moi
“ang-ten” trong dau déu dung ca 1én dé do tim nhitng chang trai quyén rd.

“Tao da thir hét cach r6i,” Marina tht nhan. “An mic hé hang ndy, danh
hong nay, chép mi nay. Con han thi sao? Thong bao cho tao biét vi tri méi
nhat ctia Arsenal va Chelsea trong bang xép hang.”

1A e 1o 1L : f s a s e .
“Hay Rob bi bénh choi bo *7,” Frankie doan gia doan non, mac xac cai

vay tay cda chang trai vira m@i nhady cung c6. Chang ta da biéu dién mot
man break-dance Ql‘kjl cuc chua tirng thdy, vi vay Frankie phdi tong co
chang di ngay, nhung chang van to to theo c6 khap vii truong subt ndy gio.
“Rob coi bd thudc tip khong chiu thira nhan rang tinh yéu c6 ldc c6 thé xép
hang cao hon cai viéc da qua béng da quanh m6t méanh san co.”

“May mdi bao la bénh choi bé 4?” Marina nghién ngam cum tir nay.

“U, biét dau do 1a do 16i ctia me Rob. Biét dau ba ay da bao vé con trai
minh thai qua khi Rob con bé xiu, lic nao cling diéu khién con, dam thé
lam chi. Thanh thir bay gid Rob nghi tat ca li con gai bon minh déu giong
me anh ay, cho nén vé mat tam ly, anh ay phai chay tron bat c¢ phu nit nao
t6 ra quan tam dén minh.”

“Cha!”

“R0 roi phai khong? Tin em di. Em dat diém A mon tam ly hoc day.”

Gifra tiéng nhac nén dung dung, giong hat duc khe va bai tinh ca nhuv bia
b6, Marina xoe tay ra hoang mang, “Xin 10i... nhing lam thé quai nao ma

https://thuviensach.vn



tao Iai goi cho Rob nhé dén me chang?”

Vé kinh hoang trén mat Marina khién Frankie cuwdi lan cuwdi bo, dén noi
mat ca canh giac khi chang Break-Dance xen tot vao gitta cd6 va Marina.
Chang ta kéo va hich Marina ra cho khac, dén chirng Frankie thoi cuwdi thi
chang da Iu 1t truéc mdt, nhdy nhét nhe mot ga diéen.

“Déang dep, nhung nhay kinh qua!” Marina la 16n khi lui di. C6 tiép tuc
san lung Rob va tim thay anh ding tai noi c6 da doan - gan quay bar.

“Travis dau?” Marina m& 16i. Chang phdi la buéc khon khéo dé khoi
mao cho cudc déi thoai, nhung cling danh vay.

Rob nhun vai.

“Em c& nghi mai dén nhitng vién da ziricon ma anh da néi v6i em,” cd
néi doi. “Em da bat dau thiét ké céi tram gai do do6 ro6i. Gio chi can bat tay
vao lam nitta thoi... vGi sy trg giup caa anh.”

“Hum.”

“Ma anh noi ding. P6 la cong viéc... chan chét!”

“Udng khong?” Rob héi, hét nhw con ché cia Pavlov. Bing & quay...
néi... moi uébng. Phan xa cé diéu kién.

Cha, ciing cé tién trién ddy chir! Marina gat dau, sau dé chgt thdy nguoi
trire quay ha ctra chép xuodng, c6 kéu Ién, “Qua tré, ho dong cira mat r6i.”

“Pén gio ngn r6i,” Rob noéi bang giong ga gat, nghe 1o la c6 y. Anh liéc
nhin quanh, chang thdy Travis dau c4, vi vdy ben néi v6i Marina, “Cd vé
luon khong?” Nhung vira dit 161 thi anh chot nhiu may. Ai chi cai co
Marina nay thi rat cé thé sé hiéu sai 10i noi do.

')’

“Ve... a khoan, cho em mot chit!” Marina phéng di tim Frankie.

“Poan coi nao! Em khéng tin dugce dau, Rob vira méi dé nghi dwa chi vé
nha!”
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“Thé thi di di,” Frankie bdo Marina, trong khi van né tranh chang Break-
Dance, long tu hoi c@ lam sao ma minh lai v phai mot Ten Gan D& trong
khi Marina thi lai dwgc tung tang vGi Rob.

DJ vira choi xong bai cudi cing, moi ngudi ciing hdi ha doi vii treong.
“Em khong sao day chi¥?” Marina do hoi.
“Pirng lo, t6i sé cham s6c cho c6 ay,” anh chang no hiva hen.

Quay lung lai phia anh chang, Frankie nhan mdt v6i Marina, “Pay la
Lee,” c0 li nhi. “Lee... day la Marina.”

“Hi, Lee... Thé... thé em 6n chit ha Frankie?”
“Chi di nhanh di, truéc khi Rob doi y!” Frankie giuc gia.

Biét ngay la thé nao Marina cling hiéu sai y minh. Rob nhan thay vé sat
tha birng trong mat Marina khi c6 quay lai. Ci¢ lam nhw cung cu6c bg vé
nha thi cé nghia la cé hai da dinh hén khéng bang.

“Troi mua,” Rob 1am bam khi cing Marina buwéc ra ngoai.

Marina nhdy gon qua mot viing nuwdc. Co hinh dung Gene Kelly dang hat
dw6i mua: « Oi cam giac moi t-u-y-é-t voi lam sao... em lgi h-g-n-h phuc!”

Cha, cai c6 Marina nay dung la dién that r6i. Co nang cudi toe toét dudi
mura, chop 1ay tay Rob va di 1én doi doc ma nhu 1a nhay mua.

“Pé t0i don taxi dugc r6i,” Frankie bao Lee. Tay c6 wét nhep va tim nén
thinh thinh nhw n6 von thé moi khi & gan bon con trai.

Nhung bén ngoai vii truong cling dang c6 mot hang nguwoi dai ca dam
ding cho taxi.

“Pé anh dwa em vé,” Lee khang khang.

“Khong can phai dwa t6i vé hét doan duong dau,” Frankie thodi thac. Co
cd gitt khodng cach sao cho Marina va Rob ludn trong tam mat. Lee dang

bién thanh mot Ga Velcro *-, va Frankie khong mudn dé cho chang biét noi
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minh song. Vi vay, khi 1én t6i dinh do6i, c6 nghi cach cédo tir va ba chan bon
cang chuon gap.

O thi, Lee khong xau trai, thdm chi gu thdm m§ con dang né vé khoan 4o
so-mi, mat mii cling khong dén noi vo duyén, chi hoi ngo ngo ngac ngac
mot ti. Nhung chi tai cai vii diéu “ga mac téc” cia han ma Frankie méi
quay lung.

“Thé, em hoc nganh gi?” Lee hdo hitc héi véi theo. “Anh ca la mot nganh
nghé thuat. Trong em chac chan la nguwdi hoc nghé thuat.”

“Chirng nao tGi hgp dong biéu dién tiép theo ctia anh?” Marina hoi Rob.
Co khong thé liu lo vé béng da hay mo t6, nhung co6 biét chut it vé am nhac.

“Chu nhat,” anh dap.
“0y dau?”
“Quan Alex.”

“Hay qua!” Con mwa da sap tanh, nhw vay thi it nhat téc co sé khong roi
hét nép.

Um, c6 1& Marina ciing khong déng sg dén thé, Rob nghi bung. Trong co
co ve diu dang hon v&i mua dong trén toc va trén mat.

“Thang em ctia em & nha cling lam DJ. Né mudi sau tudi.”

“Ho6i mai lam DJ, t6i cling mdi chitng ay tudi. Toi da lam tron thoi gian
dugc hai nam roi.”

“Vay la anh da c6 mot nghé nghiép han hoi,” Marina n6i. Odi, c6 va Rob
dang chuyén tro that sy! “Bao dam la anh c6 choi nhac, dang khong?”

“Toi tirng choi ghi-ta bass cho mot ban nhac.”
“Roi sau do thi sao?”

“Do khong tap luyén nghiém chinh nén bon nay chi biét choi di choi lai
c6 dung nam bai. Ro6i tht Bdy nao ciling phai vang nha. Sau do thi chuyén
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qua bong da.”
“Choi hay la chi xem thoi?”

“Choi... cup lién trweong, bong da trong nha, moi doi nam ngwai... dai loai
the.”

“Em mu tit vé béng d4,” Marina thd nhan. “Um... anh khong thdy ngac
nhién a?”

“Nay,” Rob noi, bat gidc cdi do jacket ra va can than quang quanh vai
Marina.

Thé la Frankie va Lee dang & day... ngay trén dinh doi. Frankie deo nu
cwoi than mat nhat cia minh vao va bao véi Lee rang tir day co c6 thé ty vé
nha duoc.

“Thé anh dwa em dén tan ctra khong dwgc a?”

“Khong, that day, em ty di dwgc ma,” Frankie trd 16i, nhan thdy anh
chang c6 vé dau dén nhu vira bi da v rang va bong nhién c6 cam thay toi
toi. Nhung diéu d6 khéng c6 nghia la ¢6 sé hon anh chang. “Cho em s6 cta
anh di,” c6 noi, r6i bam s6 va lwu vao di dong ctia minh. “Nhan tin cho em
nhé?”

“Puwong nhién,” Lee lang lang ndi. Anh chang khong c6 tan tinh co.
“Tam biét!”
“Tam biét!”

Va Frankie dé Lee Ngo Ngac ditng ngan to te & ria quang truong
Walgrave.

“Anh da choang ao jacket cua anh cho em!” Marina n6i ma nita cwoi nira
thd doc. “Tuyét cii méo!”

“Troi muwa ma. Trong em cé vé lanh,” Rob da dwa Marina vé téi tan cong
ngoi nha s6 13. Cai 4o jacket nang choang tir vai c6 xudng, che céi do day
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nhing van 160 cho Rob thdy gan hét vong eo hdp dan va céi quan da den
bong cua co.

Marina mé@ cong, bong nhién thay hoi hoi hop.

“Anh vao uong ca phé nhé?” c6 maoi.

Thdy den sang & mo6t phong dwdi lau, Rob lac dau, “Thoi, anh vé thi
hon.”

Pirng thiic ép ! Marina t nhi. “O vang, cam on anh nhé,” c6 mim cudi
réi @i cai do jacket ra tra lai cho Rob.

“Cam on,” Rob lan chan & ctra trude.

Marina van mim cudi, lwdng ly. Lan chan va lwdng lw. Qudi la! co nghi.

Tiép dén c6 tiéng chot cong lach cach va Frankie lao o vao 16i di. “Oi,
lay Chua, Rob, hay hon chi ay va tién t6i di chit!” co rit 1én doc thic khi di
ngang qua cap doi nay.

“Ta on Chua!” Frankie ng6i vat véo trén tdm ném futon, nhing dam
chiéc banh bich quy sb6-co-la trong ly ca phé cia minh, lang nghe Sinead
néi. “It ra thi ai ndy ciing hon hit dugc ding ngudi!”

“Ghét cai trr do kinh!” Sinead phan khang. “ Hon hit . Nghe gém bo xu,
ct nhay nhua nhw la céc nhai véi lai 6c sén ay.”

“Vay cht chi goi cai viéc ma hién gio Marina dang lam v6i Rob @ bac
thém ngoai kia la gi?”

Sinead dom hé qua khe manh ra chd6 Marina va Rob dang 6m nhau citng
ngac, moi dinh chat. “U, d6 1a hon hit,” c6 thira nhan.

“Thé con chi véi Travis thi sao?”

“Pay la nu hén !” Sinead nhan manh r6i pha ra cuoi. Co van con dang
bong bénh trén chin tang may sudt mdt gio sau khi c6 va Travis dung dang
noi 10i tam biét.
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“A, ké cho em nghe di, thii nhadn mau!” Frankie béng héi han 1a da héi
Sinead, nhwng noi to mo c cudn c6 di.

“Anh ay dé thuwong cue!” Sinead héao hitc, nu cuwdi birng rd trén mat.

“Chwa da. Ké thém.”

“Pay o thé ci¥ noéi chuyén véi anh dy mai va anh ay c thé ma lang nghe
day noi mai.”

“U, khéi dau nhu thé 1a t6t,” Em céng nhdn... Travis la nguoi Idng nghe
rdat gioi!

“Anh dy cling hai huwéc lam.”

“Um,” Piing, anh ciing hay lam em cuoi.

“Anh ay dep trai kinh khing.”

“Q, hay day!” Oi Troi, ba nay mét Travis thdt réi, vy la tdt ca da sup do
do6i voi minh! Nhung Frankie biét minh phdi dé Sinead tha hé huyén thuyén
ma khong dugc dé 16 bat c diéu gi.

“Khong dau, n6i mot cach nghiém tdc, Frankie, chi thich Travis chét di
dwgc... nhung ca ti, ca ti diva khac cling vay. D6 mdéi la van de.”

“Khong hé gi, trv phi anh dy ciling khoai canh tranh nhw chi.”

“Nhung anh dy c6 thich chi hay khong nhi...?”

“Qi thdi, dirng néi vay cht, ai khong dui mu ma cha thich chi! Véi lai,
chi da hon anh ay r6i, ding khong? R4 rang anh ay cling rat nhiét tinh.”

“O, tuyét 1dm,” Sinead tht nhan. “Nhung that tinh ci vu dy 1am chi sitng

ca nguoi. Hoa ra Travis da theo chi ra khoi vii treong va dwa luén vé nha.
Chi thi c dinh gid th6i ‘ding dong vao t6i!” nhw thuwong 1€, thé ma cha

"’

hiéu sao hai dira lai hon nhau

“Qua hay!” Frankie kh6 nhoc nuét nwéc bot, ro6i nhing mdt cai banh quy
1au dén noi ca nira chiéc banh v& vun ra, chim xudng day ca.
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Pbung ldc ay ctra trede bat mé va Marina tréi vao. “Thang 1gi!” ¢o tuyén
4

b6 vdi nu cudi toe toét nhw nu cwdi cua chi meéo Cheshire 4
“Tui nay biét roi!” Frankie cudi to.
“Chi tiét cho w6t 4t vao nao!” Sinead yéu cau.

“Anh dy tuyét oi la tuyét!” roi phich xudng x6-pha bén canh Frankie,
Marina bat dau miéu ta tirng chi tiét mot. “Rob da noéi véi tao bang nhitng
tlr trén mot am tiét han hoi. Khong con giat cuc nita. Anh 4y choi ghi-ta.
Tung ¢ trong mot ban nhac.”

“R6i 16i, lwét nhanh tdi cho ghi chat di!” Frankie hach sach, nhw thwong
1é, cdm thady minh bo vo lac 10ng. C6 dung thia vét miéng banh w6t siing
len.

“Hét y!” Marina toe toét. “Anh ay nhut nhat, nhung nho tao ma 6n cd.”
“Chi c6 vay thoi 4?” Sinead vo vinh that vong.

“Pén gio thi vay,” Marina khang khang, van say swra vdi cam giac da tiép
can dwgc Rob - ké khong thé cwa d6. Co quay qua Frankie, “Thé con em
v0i anh chang Break-Dance thi sao?”

“Qi, em 4?” Frankie nhtin vai. “Thing 4y tén 1a Lee. N6 nhay ma cit nhu
con ga mac toc ay. Nhay kiéu do6 chi c6 nwéc an diém nul points “hiy giam
khao Anh quéc.”

Travis van thitc va xem kénh Sky khi Rob dap ram ram ctta treéc. Anh
chang ra m@ cua.

“Quen xur no chia khéa,” Rob lau bau.
Travis liéc qua bén kia quang truong, thdy dén van con sang & nha s6 13.
“Gap chuyén gi ha?” Rob héi, d6 am xudng chiéc ghé cia Travis.

“Em vé sém, ching lic mot gio.” Véi Sinead, c6 gdi trong mo cua toi.
Tui nay néi chuyén. Ro6i hon nhau.
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“Troi, sao lai sém thé? Con nguyén cad mot gio dé uéng ma.”

Travis nhun vai, “Em khong muon & lai nén di b6 ve.”

“Minh ciing vay.” V&i Marina, anh may khéng hé bi dn twoi nuét séng!
Con néi chuyén vdi c6 dy dang hoang. Tham chi bdy gio’ anh may con dang
nghi dén viéc ru cé dy di choi.

“Vé mot minh a?” Travis hoi.

«.. O, chi? cau thi sao?”

Rob bdm bam n1t céi diéu khién tir xa cho t&i khi thdy mét tran bong da.

“Em mét di dir,” Travis ngap. “Em do sam xudng giwong day.”

m'Nguyén van la “Denial”: mot dang bénh tam ly - do6i twong chdi bo,
pht nhan mot cach vo thive thue té, y nghi, hay cdm xtc dau dén - ND.

“pieu nhdy cuong nhiét ctia nguwdi da den.

“-Velco: loai khéa dan &o quan gom hai dai bang sgi nylon, mot nham
mot tron, khi ép lai s& dinh chit nhau. Y néi Lee deo bam dai nhw khéa
Velcro - ND.

““Meo Cheshire 1a mot nhan vat hoat hinh trong phim Alice in
Wonderland caa Lewis Carroll - ND.

" ~Frankie néi theo cich bau chon cua cudc thi “Eurovision Song
Contest”. Giam khao cac nwéc cho diém nul point doi véi bai hat nao khong
dwgc danh gia vao top 10 - ND.
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MUOI HAI

Anh gdp em dugc khong?- Lee nhan tin cho Frankie vao sang sém thit
Bay.

Qud tham lam - Frankie binh pham r6i le lang x6a mau tin nhan do di.

Cuoi cung thi minh va Rob ciing da dén véi nhau - Marina viét blog.
Chang khong thugc tip dan ong ly twéng cia minh. Minh thich may tén
mac so-mi “doc”, c6 may tro lang man kiéu nhu mua hoa hong doé tang
minh va dwa minh di Paris nghi cuéi tuan co. Rob khong di dém, chang
hay khen nggi, ma lai con nghién béong da... Khiép! Nhwrng chang hiéu
sao chang cit khién minh ram rich khong yén.

RO rang la trong vai tredng hop, nhitng vat doi 1ap sé hit nhau, giong hét
nhv trong vat ly. Khong biét do6 c6 phdi dinh luat dinh liu t6i Newton va
qua tao khong nhi? Hay la cai gi khac nita?

Y minh mudn néi 1a Rob hoan toan trai ngwoc véi minh. Nhung an sau
cai vé nam tinh dy, minh doan chang la mot nguwdi rat phitc tap. Frankie
nghi chang sg¢ phu ntr.

Ma sg cai gi?

Sg moi *"w? Dén mot con rudi ma minh con chang nd lam dau nita 1a!

Thyc s ma ndi thi chinh minh sg chang méi ding! Ma ciing khong han
la sg. Né6i vay giong thu vat qua - chang cao hon mét tdm véi co bap chac
nich, rau téc 1ém chém. Ui trdi, chi nghi t6i thdi ma minh da néi gai 6c 1én
16i!

Van dé bay gio 1a, liéu chang c6 ngé 16i hen ho minh that sy khong? Va
minh sé cho chang bao nhiéu lau dé tién t6i budc ké tieép? Néu chang khong
tién t6i thi minh c6 nén lam thay khong? Nhuw minh da noi véi Sinead, day
la thé ky hai mot roi. Con gai dugc phép chu dong tan cong truedce. Chi co
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diéu, vdi Rob thi viéc dy lai khéng cé tac dung. Du sao ciing chi la minh
doan vay thoi. Thanh ra, minh sé phai ng6i méc & day va cho doi.

O, nhung ma hay thuc té di nao. Pay la Marina Kent dang ndi kia ma!
Minh ng6i ngoan ngoan chd dgi tir khi nao vay kia? Hom nay la thiv Bay.
bi mua sam. Lam dep. Minh ra duong day... Hen gap lai!

©OO

“Thoi trang c6 gi ma hay?” Travis hoi Sinead. Anh chang nhin c6 dang
ham h¢ 1at xem hét may t& Vogue , r6i lai Harpers tai sap bao.

“Anh bao ‘thoi trang c6 gi ma hay’ la sao?” Sinead ngudc 1én nhin anh
chang. “bPiéu do6 cling giong nhw em hoi anh ‘Nhiép anh c6 gi hay ho?’,
dung khong?”

“Qi, em nhay cam thé.”

“A, chic anh da khong hoi em cau d6 néu nhw em vii dau vao nhitng thit
kiéu nhw khoa hoc phan tit hodc Cwu Bang Pdo.”

“0, c6 18 vay. Anh chi muén biét cai gi khién em dao nay khé chiu thé.”

Sinead gat dau, “Xin 16i, anh néi ding. Em qué nhay cam. Oi, coi nay,
bon minh dang cai nhau tran dau tién trong khi van chwa thuc sw bo bich gi
ca.”

“Pay khong phai bo bich thi 1a gi?” Travis da go ctra nha s6 13 ra Sinead
cung tdi truong.

“H6m nay thit Bdy co ma!” Marina ngac nhién, lach qua Travis roi tot ra
ngoai duong, trang bi huing hau mot dong thé tin dung trong phat so.

“U, em phai dén trwong,” Sinead tra 10i Travis. “Em phai dinh hat codm
vao cai mii dang lam d@. Viéc nay mat thoi gian kinh khing.”

Thé 1a ca hai dung dang dung dé trén pho, dirng lai uéng ca phé, réi lang
thang t4i sap bao.
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“Lan nay khong tinh,” Sinead néi, dat may to tap chi tré lai gia. “Hen ho
b6 bich thi phai c6 nén lung linh, cé rwgu v6i am nhac chi... A, em dua
day!”

“T6t. Anh khong dung nén.”

bi trén pho, Travis lai hdi cdu d6 mdot lan nita, “Ma tai sao em lai chon
thoi trang?”

“Vi em mé lam,” Sinead ndi, liéc nhin nhitng con ma-no-canh c6 cdp mat
vO hon trong titng 6 ctra s6 bay hang. “Va béi vi thoi trang la dién do 1én,
dong mot vai khac, che gidu ta that sy la ai.”

“Che giau?”

(‘Bﬁng.J’

“Ha... Anh twéng dién d6 vao la dé cho moi nguwdi nhin minh chd?”
Travis nghi t6i nhitng siéu mau trén san catwalk, budc di ty tin, tao dang
tredc ong kinh trong nhitng bo dam cuia Versace.

“Khong phai vay dau. Thoi trang 1a khién cho ngudi ta chu y t6i cai vé
bé ngoai ma quén di cai bén trong. Giong nhw thuat nghi binh ay,” Sinead
da nghién ngam diéu nay su6t bao nhiéu nam roi, va cling dwgc tan mat
chitng kién me Daniella thyc hanh né. “Thién ha nhin cham cham vao bd
mong tay cat tia kiéu Phap cua ta, ty hdi khong biét ta da lam kiéu téc kia &
dau - nhitng diéu dy sé gidp ta lang 1€ vwot qua con suy sup tinh than ma
minh dang phdi trai qua.”

“Hut,” Travis lai n6i, day canh ctra xoay & 16i vao truong. “Ky quac that.”

Sinead quyét dinh phai twoi tinh 1én, “Pung, ding la vay day. Con em,
em lao vao thoi trang la vi em mé vai véc, mau sac, chat liéu...”

“Néi thé nghe hay hon.”

“... Va em mé man nhitng trang phuc ngudi ta mac cach day hai tram
nam, nam muoi nam, hay nam tram nam.”
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“Hiéu roi.”
“... ROi lai hang théu thua, thu6c nhudom, vai dét khung cwi, vai dét

»

kim...

“Thoi em!” Travis nai ni. “Xin 16i anh da hoi chuyén d6. Nghe nay, anh
da rira hinh chup trong 16p vé hinh hoa roi ddy. Em c6 mudn tGi xem
khong?”

Nguyén ngay thit Bay, Marina di shopping.

Frankie nam dai trén giwdng tdi tan triva. Pén khi 16 16t ra cira s6 phong
ngl dé cudn tam manh 1én, c6 phat hién Rob dang ngdi xdm trén via he bén
ngoai can nha s6 45, véi nhitng phu ting xe trdi day ra mot miéng vai bé bét
dau md.

Trong khi do, Travis dang tron héa chat va rita dnh. Con Sinead thi cam
cui may tirng hang chudi hat nha li ti.

©OO

Vira mua mét chiéc quan jeans cat ong dé di v6i doi giay bot den got
nhon - Marina nhan tin cho Frankie.

Anh gdp em dugc khong? Lee nhan tin lan thit hai.

Frankie tat dién thoai, tha tim manh xudng tré lai va quay vao giwong.

“Ca phé nhé?” vao bita trwa, Travis dén phong cat may va kéo Sinead
nghi giai lao.

Bubi chiéu, Marina chgt ra mot quyét dinh chi trong tich tac. “T6i mudn
thay doi dién mao cta minh!” ¢6 tuyén b6 véi ngudi tao mau téc chinh &
tiém Toni & Guy. “Day la diéu v6 cung hé trong doi vai toi. Hay lam cho
toi mot kiéu hop véi thoi trang thanh thi hon, va it chat Hollywood di. Thé,
bat dau lam di!”

“C0 ¢6 chac chrra?” ngudi tao mau toc héi lai can than.
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Marina nghién rang ngoi trong cai ghé boc da trang, trong chang khac
nao mot tr tu dang cho t6i gio thi hanh an.

Rob lau chui sach cai bu-ji r6i di vao nha dé cap nhat nhitng ti s6 mai
nhat.

Lic ba gio rudi, Frankie rot cudc cling bo ra khoi giwong. C6 tan cong
banh bich quy rac s6-co-la.

©O0O
“Tuyét!” Sinead bao véi Travis vao ldc cudi ngay.

Travis in nhitng birc hinh to cd to ap-phich chup can canh sgi dang ten
két cedm mau bac ma Sinead da chi cho anh xem. Ting chi tiét trén to gidy
dwgc xi ly trén mday tinh bang Photoshop dé lam néi bat cac diém anh,

khién né trong nhu tranh Pointillist “_tatcala nhitng cham li ti.
“Em muon in k¥ thudt so cai hinh nay 1én lua,” Sinead quyét dinh.
“Cha, bon minh la dong bon dwgc roi day!” Travis cudi toe.
Anh gap em duwgc khong?- Lee nhan tin lan nita.
Khong - Frankie nhan tin dap lai.

“Nay, Rob, anh thay thé nao?” Marina x0c vao ngo6i nha so 45 vdi kiéu
toc thanh thi hgp thoi trang dat tién méi toanh ctia minh.

“Ha?” mat dan chat vao man hinh, Rob ghi nhan thoi diém Man United
thua... Chdc-chdc!

“Anh nghi sao?” c6 kéo Rob xoay nguoi lai.
Anh ng6 quanh, “Gi thé?”
“Téc em dy, ngoc a! Anh c6 thich khong?”

“O, dep,” Rob lo dang trd 10i. Liverpool di danh bai Wolves tai
Molyneux, con Newcastle dang hoa 0-0 v6i Chelsea.
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“Rob Evans, anh la tén ngudi viegn vo tinh nhat, thé 16 nhat trén c6i doi
chong chénh nay!” Marina thé dai, ngoi thup vao long Rob, xoay mat anh
vé phia minh va trao mot nu hon méi ra hon moi.

“Em twong anh khong dung nén chi,” Sinead mim cuwoi.

CoO twr trvong vé, thay cai do 6ng mau kem va quan jeans, sau dé bang
qua quang truong tGi nha Travis.

Rob di vang, tivi tat, c6 hai cdy nén map map lung linh trén ban ca phé.

“Trong em tuyét qua.” Bo vai, Travis nhan xét. Cha, dung la bo vai. Lai
lan nira, do6 diung la mot mon hoan hdo.

Sinead nhin Travis m@ may CD. “Nén... nhac...” ¢6 vira 1am nham vira
bam tirng dau ngoén tay.

“Rwou!” anh chang chia ra mé6t chai reegu vang da khui san cung hai cai
ly.

“Oi, em dang hen hd v4i Chang Lang Man!” Sinead cudi sung suéng.
“Thé s6-c6-la dau?”

“Nay, khong dua dau!” Travis gia vo hon doi. “Anh da phai chay t6i chay
lui méi kiém dwoc nhitng mén nay day!”

Sinead dén nhan nhitng ly ruwgu tir tay Travis va ca hai au yém nhau trong
tiéng nhac. “Em khong tin ndi day la su that!” co thi thao.

“Um!”
“Co dang la n6 dang dién ra khong?”
“Khong, mo thoi em.”

“Thé bon minh c6 tinh day khong?”

“Khong,” Travis hit 1dy hoi thé caa c6, hoa nhip véi chuyén dong cta co.
biéu nhdy loi dan thanh 1do ddo r6i d6 um xudng xo6-pha.

“Rugu!” Sinead thd dai, ngoi 1én dé thé.
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“Rob tham chi con chang thém dé y t6i kiéu toc mdi cta tao!” Marina
bdo Frankie. “May coi, sao lai thé co chit?”

“Khi that!” Frankie nhin vai.

“Chura hét, han con di Manchester va sé ¢ lai nha mot ngudi ban dém nay
dé sang mai con tham dv cudc tuan hanh ngé ngan nao dé!”

“Chet tiet!”

“Han bao han da 1én lich ttv doi tdm hoanh nao réi nén khéng thé nuot 10i
duoc.”

“Dé& hoi!” Frankie ké mat va td son bong.

“Nhung dém mai tao sé di xem han chinh nhac tai quan Alex,” Marina
ngam nghia cai quan cat ong v@i doi giay bot, hai mén nay dwgce c6 cho
sanh budc cung voi ao dang ten den.

“Chi c6 chac la khong tw bién minh thanh céi thdm chui chan khong?”
Frankie nghi ngo.

“P06 th lanh hai tang, Frankie McLerrant!”
“La sao?” Frankie luén tay vao t6c va vuot dé tao hiéu &tng dgn song.

“Co nghia la, may c lam mdt lanh qua dang véi bon dan 6ng. Nhin cai
thang trong vii tredng dém qua thi biét, thang Lee dy.”

“No lam sao?”

“May da lam né dong cing ngoai troi. Cho nén chac chan phéi dat cho
may mot biét danh thich hgp - sg¢ ban trai hay dai loai thé.”

Frankie li€c xéo Marina bang anh mat ton thwong, khién Marina nin bat.
ROi c6 bé ngay tic thi phan cong, “Cai tham chui chan kia! Bién nhanh
nhanh lén khong toi lai thui cho mot qua vao quai ham bay gio!”

“Em muon ra dwong hay & day?” Travis hoi.
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“O day,” Sinead cam thdy ngdy ngit va am 4p tron ven bén Travis, nhu
thé hai ngwoi da bo bich véi nhau ty kiép nao, chit khong phai chi méi
mudi chin tiéng hai muwoi mot phit dong ho.

“Ca pheé hay cai gi nao?”

“Cai gi la cai gi?”

“Hon nhé?” Travis dé nghi, khap khai hy vong.

Sinead hon anh chang, “Con gi nita?”

“Lén phong anh nhé?”

Sinead dan do, nhin hai ngon nén trén ban chap chon va tat phut.

“A, thoi. Nhu thé thi nhanh qu4,” Travis v vinh.

Sinead nin tho.

“Vdi lai, phong anh btra bon kinh khing. Anh chwa don givwdng ca tuan
nay roi.”

“Keé hoach ctia anh t6i nay khong di xa dén thé chi ha?”
“Em dua a! Anh van con khong tin noi la em & day nita co nay.”

“Em ciing khong tin,” Sinead dong tinh. Hai nguwdi ¢t ng6i nhu thé trong
béng t6i, cho tdi khi c6 bdo, “Em nghi hay minh Ién lau di.”

Cau thang 10n x0n vo cung - nao la bao, mi bao hiém, véi may chiéc tat
coc cach. Va Travis da khong noi ngoa vé can phong ctia minh. Sinead thay
tam chan 16ng vit bi cuén mdt dong trén giwong, 4o so-mi va quan jeans
ban vwong vai dudi san. Lai con tdm bién giao thong hinh tam giac dong
vao twong ngay phia trén givong, dé “Loi nay”, thong bén dudi 1a mét chiéc
den huynh quang - 1ay tir bang quang cdo nha hat - uén thanh dong chit hoa
mau den, dam, “Dém Nay”, chay lodng ngoang t6i dau chiéc giwong go.

“ Loi Nay Pém Nay ! Oi, anh chang Nho Nha!” Sinead cudi phé 1én. Cai
bang ngo nghinh dy da cudn c6 vao mot trang cwoi rac rich, nga dui dui vao

https://thuviensach.vn



tro choi tinh ai.

[l]'Tiéng Phap, trong truong hgp nay nghia la “minh”.

“-Pointillist painting: k¥ thuat vé tranh phét trién & Phap cudi thé ky
XIX, toan bo bitc tranh dugc vé va pha mau bang nhitng cham li ti - ND.
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MUOI BA

“Sinead dau r6i?” Frankie lé nhe. Mdi sang sém ngay Chu nhat ma c
nhv muwoi mot gio rudi roi.

Marina ¢ dwdi lau, mac quan chay bo va 4o hé co, dang tap thé duc nang
theo bang video. Tiéng thich thich va tiéng thé hi hui danh thitc Frankie
khoi gidc ngt vang vat men say.

“Chac con trong giwong chit dau?” Marina doan, hai tay dat sau gay, bat
ngoi 1én, maot nhip, hai nhip, ba nhip. Hu-v .

“Co thay gi dau,” Frankie bdo cdo. “Chan ném khong hé c6 dau tich
nguoi ngu trén do.”

Gio chan phai 1én ma khong cong dau goi, gilt, khong ndi, lai roi phich
xuéng. Hy . “Hay la 1ét ra x6-pha phong truéc r6i?”

Frankie di kiém tra, “Ciing khong c6 luén.” Ro6i c6 nhdt dién thoai cta
minh & ban an lén: C6 1 tin nhan mdi.

Gio chan trai 1én ma khong cong dau goi, gitt - mot, hai, ba, bon, nam,
bich . Utiii!

Frankie bam nut “ doc ”.

Olainha T - S.

“Qi troi dat oi!” Frankie nga phich xuéng chiéc ném futon va cé tiéu hoa
nhitng gi c6 vira doc duoc.

“Gi vay? Thé Chién Th Ba a?” Marina nhin swng vao mat Frankie. “Gi
vay, noi mau!”

“Sinead!” Frankie hon hén.
“Chét a? Hay bi cop Bengali v6? Lam sao?”

“...va Travis!” Frankie the thé. “Chi dy dang & chd anh ta. O lai dém!
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“Khong doi nao!” Marina ngoi bat day. Tat nhién bon c6 da ban tan nat
nuwdc vGi nhau vé may cai vu kiéu nay roi. Nhuwng ma... c6 khong nghi téi
kha nang viéc dé lai xdy ra that va nhanh thé!

“That!” Frankie khang khang. C6 cam thay c6 cai gi day rat la. D6 la gi?
Ghen? O... ding vay! “Chi 4y nhin vao dién thoai ciia em day nay... Chi ay
da & lai nha Travis. Gig van con dang & d6!”

Travis co né tranh cai su tinh ranh ranh la vao mot thoi diém nao do - that
sw chang con bao lau nita dau - minh va Sinead sé budc phai ra khéi
girong.

Sinead viron mot canh tay ra giat mép tdm man ctta in hoa cii kj. Mot
luéng anh sang mat trdi chéi 1oa tia vao phong.

“Aaaa!” Travis rén ri.

“Em biét, em biét... nhung ma hai gio roi.”

“Hai gio sang. Ngu tiép di.”

“Khong phai sang. Hai gio chiéu ,” Sinead thdng bao. Am nong. Sy dung
cham va mui da thit ctia anh. C6 dén nhan. “Um, em s& khong bao gid cuwa
quay nita,” c6 hita chac.

Khéac la lam. Céi cdm giac nay day. That buoén cuwdi - n6 khién Travis nhé
dén cadm gidc vudt ve con cuin nhé hoi méi lén tdm. Anh chi mudén ém ap
Sinead mai trong long, luia tay vao téc cd. E, thé nay quai dan qua - ai lai di
so sanh Sinead v&i mot con cin con!

“Thoi, danh phai day thoi,” Sinead thd dai, chéng hai cui tro 1én.

“Anh da néi véi em la nhin vai cta em la khién anh dién dai chwa?”

“Vai em?” Sinead vui nguwoi vao chan tré lai. “Vai em gay nhom, lai con
tro ca xwong nira.”

“Pirng noi thé... lai déng danh roi,” Travis dung moi nghich nghich may
cho xwong nho 1én trén vai Sinead.
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“Khong, bon minh phai day thoi!” c6 hét um, tung cai chan ra.

Travis giat cai chan lai, “Cho anh mot ly do vi sao phai day xem nao.”

“Ca mot ngay dai ngoai kia. Bao nhiéu viéc phai lam. Madt troi sang
chéi.”

Ram! Tiéng m& ctra tredc bao cho hai nguwdi biét Rob da tir Manchester
trd ve.

“Trav, em giai, dady chwra?” Rob hét vang, quan do nhau nhi, téc tai bu xu
vi gi6 bat, nén do6i ting di xe may to xu am am lén cau thang.

“Cttu vOi, c6 ké san dudi t6i!” Frankie hu hét om xom. Co6 vira md&i hé ra
ngoai thi da thay Lee Velcro Iwgn 16 duéi hang soi.

“Gi vay Frankie? Ai san dudi may?” Marina vira 16t nhitng cdi méng
chén gia ra, vira nghi dén nhitng chiéu thitc ma minh sé tung vé phia Rob
toi nay. “DPung c6 néi t6i Jodie Foster... Madona... hay Gwyneth Paltrow
day!”

“Cam on, Marina. Khong tin thi chi t6i ma nhin di nay. Tay Lee hom toi
thit Sau day.”

“Cai tén mdc 4o so-mi kiéu co ay ha?” lay nhitng cuc bong gon ra khoi
cac ké ngén chan, Marina cham cham tién vé phia ctra so.

“Nguoi gi ma khé wa. C& nhan tin lién tuc. Em khong tai nao ma dut
duwgc thang nay.”

“Sao lai ditt?” Marina thay anh chang d6 ng6i c6 doc trén bang ghé, chan
di di dam 14 roi dwéi dat, vai cdi gap xudng, hai tay duat vao tii do jacket.
“A, ciing lang man phét ddy chi!”

“Lang man céi khi méc! Cé gi khé hiéu trong tir K-H-O-N-G dau ma mai
khong hiéu ra hi?”

“Khoan, chd mot gidy. Rob dang ra khéi nha s6 45 kia,” Marina hodng
hon né voi khéi tam nhin khi phat hién anh chang trong bo do da, cap nach
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mot chiéc mii bdo hiém. C6 khéng muon chang trong thdy minh trong chiéc
quan thé duc.

“Rob tinh lam gi vay Troi? Frankie, may nhin xem anh ay dinh di dau thé
kia?”

“Chéc lai m6 mday chiéc mo t6 day ma. Oi khong, anh dy dang di sang
huwéng nay,” Frankie thdy Rob dirng lai n6i d6i 16i v6i Lee. “Xem ra chang
cta chi quen cai thang bam du6i em. Pung r6i, Rob di tiép, t6i cong nha
minh, gio dang di trén 16i vao nha...”

Marina lui gap khéi hién trwedng, phéng hai bac cau thang mot 1én lau,
“Chua kip lam t6c hay gi gi hét!”

Cho nén chinh Frankie la ngudi phadi ra m& cita, c6 chi m@ he hé dé
khong bi Lee nhin thay.

“Chao Frankie. Marina c6 nha khong?”

Frankie gat dau, kéo tu6t Rob qua ngudng cita, roi dong sam lai.
“Marina!” c6 goi am 1.

Trén lau, Marina cuéng quit chai téc vdi xit keo.

“Cai ga dang ngoi trén quang treong ndéi gi vGi anh vay?” Frankie to mo.
Rob nhun vai.

“N6 c6 nhac gi tdi em khong?”

“Khong. Ma sao?” Rob nhin Ién cau thang hep khi Marina xuat hién.
“Nay,” anh bdo c6 va gio mot chiéc mi bao hiém den béng ra. “Cé mudn
cuwdi xe lam mot vong khong?”

Marina da ra pho trén chié€c Kawasaki, con Sinead & trén giwong véi
Travis.

Frankie m6t minh trong ng6i nha s6 13.
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Lam gi bay gio? O nha hay di ddu d6? Frankie phan van. Lee biét ché
minh song. Han da thdy Marina di ra ddang cura truéc véi Rob, ma minh thi
da cung tdi vii trvong véi Marina, vdy chdng can suy ludn réi ram ciing
dodn ra duoc ddy chinh la nha minh. Pung, chdc chdn hdn da biét!

Co tho than 1én lau, vao buong tam, ngoi trén thanh bén, xong lai di
xuong lau va hé nhin ra ctra s6 triée. Van & day .

Ctu em v6i, em bi san dudi! - Frankie nhan tin cho Sinead, sau d6 dat
ngon tay vao nut “ gvi ”. Khong, tot hon la khong. Minh phai ty xoay x&
thoi.

Du gi thi trwdc khi di Marina cling da dan, “Ra néi chuyén vdi cai thang
t0i nghiép do di. Puing dé né ng6i do6 lanh run cam cap 1én nhw thé!”

Marina, cuéon md& téc kiéu mdi tinh caa minh lai r6i doi chiéc ma bao
hiém sang bong 1én. Marina, quan den b6 sat va giay bot cao, leo 1én yén
sau mot cach day quyén rii. Marina, canh tay quang tdi treéc om chat eo

Rob.

Vay minh nén & lgi va cho tdi khi hdn bé di, hay nén ra néi chuyén voi
hdn? Frankie dan do.

“Em phai vé day!” Sinead lai noi.

Co da trén tit trong tdm chan 16ng vit khi Rob lao 1én 1au, dong tai nghe,
va Travis treon khoi givong.

“Po6 lang nhang,” Rob cau nhau khi thdy Travis mac quan 16t tir trong
phong hé dom ra, “Lan nay chu lai c6 ai trong d6 day?”

“Lam gi c0 ai. Pi gium di, anh giai!”

Thich, thich, thich doc theo chiéu nghi, tifng m& ctra ta roi dong ap vao,
lai thich, thich, thich r6i xuéng lau va lai ra khéi nha.

Thé 1a Travis lai ton ca mot gio tiép theo dé co thuyét phuc Sinead rang
day khong phai la thoi chim chudt lang nhang dem thi Bay va sang Chu
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nhat.
“Co vé nhu Rob khong hé ngac nhién,” Sinead thd dai.
“Ve céi gi?”
“Vé viéc c6 nguoi ¢ trén givong véi anh.”
“Khong phai thé. Birng nghe anh ay, anh dy la duoi woi.”
“Nhung...”
“Khong phai thé dau, em yéu.”

Sinead rat mu6n tin anh, nhung long da c6 khong chi v& tan, ma con bi
nghién ra nat vun.

“Em dirng khoc nhé?” Travis héi, c6 vong tay 6m 14y co.

“Khong khéc,” ¢o6 chuce oa khéc, nhung ¢6 kim lai. Hdy nguoi I6n mot ti
di. Bdy la do may quyét dinh & lai vdi anh ta ma.

L6i Nay bém Nay!

Binh tinh nao. Tinh tdo di. Sinead tham nhu minh s€ lai hon anh lan nita,
sé noi rang moi th maGi tuyét voi lam sao, sé nhé lai cdm giac sung swdng
khi luéng anh sang mat troi dau tién chiéu vao goi va tinh day thay Travis
ké bén.

Nhung khi cat tiéng thi co lai néi, “Em phdi di day”, roi mo tim quan ao
ctia minh, dang nam lan trong quan do cua anh, sap xép trong dau nhitng 15i
1é dugc got gifia can than ma co6 dang néng long muén ké cho Frankie va
Marina nghe.

Buon hiu! Lee ty nhi. Anh chang da gwti di khong biét bao nhiéu la tin
nhan, da ngo6i hang gid co ro trén quang truong Walgrave. Chac chan
Frankie da trong thay minh roi. Chang qua c6 ay c6 tinh lam lo thoi.

Coi chitrng may sé bi canh sdt tom vi cit ng6i mdi & ddy ddy , Lee ty nhu,
liéc nhin lan cudi ng6i nha ma Frankie song, r6i ding lén.
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“Pung, minh sé ra khéi day!” Frankie quyét dinh.

C0 v& vii lay cai do khoac va chi€c may chup hinh mwon caa Travis roi
lao bé ra ctra sau, vao ngd hém an ra duwong 16n. Co6 sé di chup nhitng hinh
anh graffiti & dwong ham, nhitng bién hiéu ctra hang va nhitng bién bao giao
thong - tat tat nhitng thit phon hoa do thi ma co c6 thé 16ng ghép vao nhitng
mau thiét ké d6 trang sitc md&i ma c6 dang lam.

Co0 sé don xe buyt vao thanh pho.

... “Chao Frankie,” Lee cat tiéng v6i mot nu cwdi nguwgng ngung, tay du
dwa trén vong day vin phia trén dau, khi chiéc xe buyt x6 t&i x0 lui va lan
banh trén con duong dang sita chita dé rai mot 16p nhia mai.

“0,” Frankie thé manh, vo cling bat ngd. “Chao Lee. Anh khoe khong?”

“Hinh dep day!”

Sang thit Ba. Mat Frankie tron tron khi ¢6 Claudia Brown gio ngon tay
chi vao bitc hinh mot tdm bién quang cdo khong 16 & trung tam thanh pho
ma c6 mdi chup hom Chu nhat.

“Em c6 thé st dung phan nay cda tdm hinh, khai trién no6 ra, roi cu thé
héa n6 thanh mot mau trang sirc,” c6 Claudia huéng dan.

“Cam on c0,” Frankie gat dau.

“Pirng c6 sg sét thé,” c6 Claudia bdo. “T6i chi can nhitng sinh vién nao
khong chiu nghe 10i t6i khuyeén thoi!”

Trong hai ngay qua, cudc song cua Frankie day ap nhitng su kién.
Trudc nhat la cudc chuyén tro trén xe buyt vGi anh chang Lee...
“Chao Lee. Anh khoe chi?”

“Tuyét. Xin 16i em vé nhitng tin nhan.”

“Khong sao.”
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Chiéc xe buyt ngoat gap khién Frankie x6 vao ngwoi Lee. “Xin 10i,” c0
noi.

“Anh da lan quan mai & quang truong.”

“Em biét.” Té6i dd co thodt di, Troi a!

“Xin 16i. Anh khong phai la ké quai di hay c6 y do gi. Anh khong hé biét
la em sé don chuyén xe buyt nay,” Lee thanh minh.

“Em khong bao gio nghi thé dau,” bong dung Frankie thdy Lee that dang
thirong.

“Chi tai anh thich em, thé th6i.”

“Um, xin 16i.” Xem ndo, anh khéng xdu trai, khéng Idp di, ciing chdng
ngoc nghéch hay gi gi d6. Nhung ma hdy di hoc nhdy di, roi thi may ra...
“Em tGi tram ro6i,” Frankie n6i nhanh, nhdy xuong khoi xe buyt.

Thé roi dén tht Hai, trong phong t6i v&i Travis, Frankie c6 tranh noéi vé
viéc anh véi Sinead, bdi vi dém truéc Sinead vé nha da twong thuat ti mi
chuyén &-lai-nha-Travis va bdo Frankie rang dirng c6 mat cong chong mat
lén ma trong cho lam gi.

“Sao khong chong? Em da thé hai nguoi la mot cap dep déi r6i ma!”
Frankie da noéi vay, va nhu thwong 1€ c6 gidu di cam giac ling ting, swgng
sung cta minh.

Sinead thdy cho Frankie nu cuwoi Mona Lisa. PBirng co hoi nita. Pay
khong noi dau.

Vay la, Travis rta ho phim cho Frankie trong khi c6 cudi khic khich véi
anh vé vu twéng Lee l1a ké bam dudi, nhung héa ra khong phai, cé 1€ chi tai
c6 hoi khat khe véi anh ta ma thoi; va Travis bao, a, anh biét Lee Wright.
Anh ay la sinh vién nam cudi khoa dién anh.

“Thé ma anh ta lai khong biét nhdy,” Frankie binh luan.

“Pé anh noi vGi anh ay.”
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“Bil’ng!”

C0 nhan xap hinh chup dwong phé da dwgc in trang ra, dé thit Ba mang
t6i 16p cho c6 Claudia.

“A ma nay, toi rat hai long v4i bd mau thiét ké dau tién vé cha dé bién ca
cua em,” c6 Claudia néi khi két thiic budi hoc.

Tim Frankie nhdy vot 1én. Bat ky ltic nao ciing dwgc, hdy mang cong viéc
dén cho c0, chit dirng c6 dem bon dan 6ng dén lam gi!

“Ca phé khong?” Marina gdp Frankie ¢ hanh lang. Ca hai kéo nhau tGi
phong cat may tim Sinead.

Ntra gio sau. “Day xi cafeein ra dang tai r6i,” Sinead thd dai, khudy ly
Americano ctia minh. “Pay da dinh la phai c6 gidm can.”

“Tao vira xuong ca mot ky 16,” Marina tuyén bd. “Chac tai adrenaline lvu
thong khi ngoi dang sau xe Rob. Ngudi ta dot chdy dugc bao nhiéu calorie
khi s¢ khiép via nhi?”

Frankie va Sinead cuwdi vang. “Vu dé thé nao r6i?” Sinead muon biét.
“Vu gi thé nao?”
“May vGi Rob ay chit con vu gi?”

“Ciling nhu may vd&i Travis thoi,” Marina tip m@. “Chu nhat trén mo to sg
teo rim, nhung ma swéng lam. Suat dién budi t6i hom dé khong phai la
canh tao wa thich - ca dong than hinh mwét mo héi chen chiic trong mot
khong gian bé teo.”

“Em twdng thé maGi hgp gu cua chi chit,” Frankie xen vao.

“Ha ha,” Marina quay qua Sinead. “Bat c® khi nao mudn tiéu diét
Frankie, may hdy lam thé nay nay.” Co gio hai tay 1én, bat chéo hai ngén
tro lai v6i nhau, r6i phat am cai tir gy khung hodng, “Lee!”

“Aaaaaa!” Frankie rit 1én, co rim lai nhw ma ca rong Dracula bat gap anh
sang binh minh.
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Thi¢ Tw. Khong phai ngay t6t lanh - Marina viét blog. Sinead vira
nhan dwoc mot tin cyc xau ve Travis.

“Ping réu rao 1én vdi tat ca moi ngwoi nhw thé chi?!” Frankie phén doi.

Toi khong dugc phép noi tiép - Marina ghi lai trong blog. Nhung cé vé
chang sang sia la may cho cap Sinead-Travis.

Sinead dang & li trong phong, chang muon chuyén tro gi, nhung ca
Marina lan Frankie déu dugc chitng kién canh Suzy tung cd don chi mang.

“... Viéc do Travis lam hoai,” Suzy réu rao vdi nhitng c6 gai dang la ca
v6i minh trong hanh lang sau gio tan 16p vé hinh hoa. Thay Jack Irvine gi
Marina & lai dé thdo luan vé tac pham cta co, cho nén Frankie va Sinead
cling nan lai dgi luén. “Han ludén ve van cho ta cdm thady minh la nguoi rat
dac biét, la nguwdi duy nhat, nhung dirng bao gio tin cai gd ma muc dich doc
nhat trong doi chi l1a chui vao vay 16t ctia moi dita con gai.”

“Suyt!” ai d6 nhac khé khi phat hién thay Sinead c6é mat.

Qua tré. Du sao thi Suzy cling da c6 y néi oang oang cho Sinead nghe
duoc.

“Tao chang quan tam ai biét diéu do6,” Suzy 16n giong. “Travis Quinn ngu
v6i moi th biét dong day. Ma doi khi véi vat khong dong day han ciing
chang tha dau.”

Tiéng cwoi ric rich lan khap hanh lang nhw mot vét chat ban.
“Im di!” ai dé6 lai nhac.
“Chuyén doé co6 gi mdi dau?” Suzy cuoi cgt, sai budc di khoi.

Khéng nhiéu, nhung nhu vay la du. Frankie da thdy vé dao dong trong
mat Sinead, cai chép mat bi ton thuong. Sinead voi va di nhu chay ra khoi
treong, Marina dudi theo sau, va hai chi em c6 giit Sinead lai.

“Suzy Atkins dung la con bo ghen ti!” Marina noi ranh rot.
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“Em khong tin. Em thich Travis!” Frankie néi. “Anh ay c6 bao gio c6
lam gi em dau.” Troi a!

“Phai, hai dita may dung,” Sinead dong y, rat khé. Qua khé. Tw dé trd di
c6 khwéce tir ban luan thém bat ky diéu gi nita.

“Co thé thoi ma cling vo nat sy tu tin ciia n6é dugce, may nhi?” Marina noi
vG6i Frankie, dong laptop lai. “Tao chi khong hiéu moi diém d6 & Sinead.”

“Em thi hiéu,” Frankie tram tu.

Marina lac dau, “Piurng néi vdi tao do la do 16i cia me n6 day. Pirng ¢
noi la bac Daniella khong bao gio bay té dua tinh yéu hay su quan tam tGi n6
khi né con nho, vi vay Sinead nghi rang khong ai yéu n6 that su.”

“Cé phan la thé that day,” Frankie thé dai. Om, xem ra lap ludn cua
Marina yéu xiu, nhung ha cé gi Sinead lai v& tan tanh chi vi mot con bo
khon kiép nhu Suzy Atkins, néu d6 khéng phai 1a thiéu ty tin?

“Hurm, tao thich bac Daniella,” Marina tuyén bé. “Tao thich c6 mét ba
me sanh diéu nhw bac ay.”

“Chi n6i sai r6i.”
“Pung chit! Tao sé voi bac &y mua vay Stella McCartney cho tao, roi cho
tao bay di New York mua sam & Manolos!”

Dai lic ta khong cach chi ma tranh luan dugc v6i Marina.

Ngay hom sau, thit Nam, tam bién Nha Ban xuat hién bén ngoai ng6i nha
so 13.
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“Nay ong kia, ong khong duwgc lam thé!” Frankie hung hé lao ra quat
nguwoi dan ong dang gan tam bién.

Ong ta dang Iti cdi déng dinh 1én mot cay cot bén canh cong, cip mong
to beé ctia ong ta quay vé phia Frankie.

“Ong lam gi thé? Ai bado 6ng déng cai d6 ¢ day?”
Nha Ban. Walters & Co.
Nguoi dan 6ng van nén bua, khong thém dap.

Marina ditng bat lwc & bac cira. “Bac Daniella khéng bao cho may a?” co
hoi Sinead.

Sinead lac dau, “Khong nhan dwoc tin cia me ké tir cudi tuan dén gio.”

“Nhung bac ay khong thé ty nhién ban can nha nay ma khong bao cho
may biét trude!”

“Me Daniella 1a vay ddy,” Sinead thang thirng. Biéu d6 c6 nghia la ban
thoa thuan chia tai san véi duwgng Patrick dang c6 chiéu huwéng xau.

“G0 xubng mau!” Frankie yéu cau. Co da cai cot, nhung chi t6 lam gap
ludon ngon chan minh.

Nguoi dan 6ng nhin vai, thu don btia va bo di trén chiéc xe tai nhé mau
trang.

“Thé nay la sao?” Frankie quay qua Sinead.

“Pay da bao cho may ngwoi biét r6i con gi,” Sinead théu thao, cam thay
gai 6c noi khap hai canh tay tran, déi vai nhw xudi xuéng dé chong lai cai
lanh.

“Nhung ai ma ngo viéc nay lai xdy ra that co chit!” Frankie van khong
tin noi. “Tui nay twdng me chi sé nghi lai, thé 1a xong.”
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“Vao nha di,” Marina noéi, déng ctta lai, “Sinead, may khong sao day
chu?”

“0, khong sao.”

“Nhw con Frankie néi r6i do, bon minh sé téi van phong cho thué va tim
mot noi khac, khong thanh van de.”

(‘O.’,
“Nhung chua chat 1a bac dy chang them hé véi tui minh 1ay mot tiéng!”
Frankie tiép tuc ham huc, cho t6i khi Marina Itr mat, bat c6 phai im.

“Pé tao goi tGi truong,” Marina néi. “A khdng, khoan, dé tao goi cho s&
nha dat kiém tra xem c6 lam lan gi khong da.”

“Sao chi khong lién lac v6i me chi va hoi thang luon, Sienead?” Frankie
chi mudn biét ngay. Ro6i trong thay vé mat tai nhgt cua Sinead, co voi doi y,
“0, goi t6i s& nha dat lién di.”

Day dich thi la cdi 10 phdn ttng hat nhan! Sinead nghi. Tan chdy tdt cd.
Ban trai thi di ngu lang. Me thi bién minh thanh ké v6 gia cu, ma ciing
chdng thém goi dién bdo cho minh ldy moét tiéng.

“Udng cai nay di,” Frankie ép, tir trong bép di ra véi mot tach ca phé.

“Khi nao a?” Marina dang noi chuyén trén dién thoai. “Hom qua a? Bao
nhiéu? Da, cdm on chi.” Co6 gac may, r6i ngoi xudng bén canh Sinead.
“Pung r6i,” c6 xac nhan, xong chang biét phai n6i thém gi nita.

“S& nha dat chét tiét!” Frankie 1am bam, ng6é chong chong ra ctra s6 tGi
tam bién quy am.

Sinead khong con lanh, nhwng van run 1ap cap. “Con diéu nay nita,” c6
bdo vdi Frankie va Marina. “Néu thang cha Patrick d6 ma v& dwgc mon
bam thi khong chi ng6i nha nay phai di tong dau.”

“Chu cai gi nita?” Marina hoi.

“Pay cling di tong,” Sinead bdo vdi hai co ban.
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“Chi?” Frankie khong hiéu.

“Pung. Néu hét tién sau khi ga Patrick d6 dd cuom tat, me Daniella sé hat

')3

tao ra khdi truong dai hoc. Tao sé phdi vé lai Dublin song v6i me

“Nhin kia!” Rob da chad y thidy tdm bién mdi xuat hién va goi Travis ra
ctra. “Nhitng c6 gai Gucci sap chuyén nha.”

Travis ¢ giau vé kinh ngac, “U, em thay r6i.”
“Marina sé soi sung suc cho ma xem.”

“Hay tranh xa dwong dan ctia Marina trong khi c¢6 nang ban loan, anh giai

»

a.

“T4t nhién, dirng lo cho minh!” P6i mii bao hiém vao, Rob chay ra 16i di,
vung chan quang qua yén xe va phong mat tam.

Nha Ban. Walters & Co.

Trai vdi 10i minh vira khuyén Rob, phan ttng bot phat cua Travis la bang
thang qua quang treong dé t6i néi chuyén vdi Sinead. Nhung bong co gi do
ngan anh lai. Thai do cta c6 déi vdi anh rat ky qudc ké tir cudi tuan tGi gio,
va anh chang thé doan noi ly do tai sao.

“0 lai di em,” hoi dau tuan Travis di dé danh Sinead nhw thé, sau khi hai
nguoi dwa nhau di xem phim vé dén ngoi nha so 45.

“Pém nay thi khong,” c6 trd 10i v&i nu cwdi au sau, chang buon hon anh
chtic ngu ngon.

Chuyén gi da xay ra voi dém thir Bay va sang Chu nhat diéu ky cua hai
nguwoi, vao ding cai khoanh khac anh vu6t téc c6 va ngam mat troi toa
chiéu trén guwong mat co?

Dbén thit Ba, r6i thit Tw, Sinead van gilt nguyén thai do dy - than thién
nhwng khé gan; khi nhitng nghi ngd ¢ chon von khap noi, cé nhiéu diéu
dang ly phai dugc noi ra va dem ban luan cong khai thi lai bi ém nhem.
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Minh hoang mang qud, Travis thu that, nhin tdm bién nha ban mau trang
va xanh da troi. Hinh dnh nang ctt quanh qudn mdi trong dau minh, khiéu
vii vong quanh, cwoi néi, mé doi mdt to tron nhin minh, ct¥ nhw dé minh
chim sdu vao trong tdm hon nang. Nhung trong thuc té, Sinead dong cira
kin mit, nhot minh & ngoai, tréng nang nhv bj ton thuong ghé gém. Minh da
lam gi nén toi nhi?

“Phu nit la lung hét sttc,” néu la Rob thi anh sé noi vay. “Pirng c6 hiéu ho
lam gi. Ho sé nay v0 tung dau cau ra day.”

“Pé yén tdm bién ¢ d6,” me Daniella ndi chac nhw dinh déng cot khi cu6i
cung Sinead da van hét can dam dé goi cho me, hai muwoi bon gid sau khi
tdm bién Ban Nha duwoc treo 1én.

“Con nghe roi. Me phai ban nha,” tuyét nhién khong c6 ban cai vé viéc
do, nhung Sinead cdm thdy minh dang dwoc gidi thich thém.

“Me biét, vay la rat chgi vGi cho con, con yéu qui. Nhung con c dat
minh vao trvong hgp ctia me ma xem. Me nhitng twéng Patrick va me sé
that sw cé gi do rat dac biét, thé ma bay gig, han hién nguyén hinh la mot
con quy. Li luat sw ctia han chay don chay ddo, c6 vit chat 1dy me dé moi
titng xu. Gio me da nhan ra dang 1é minh khong bao gio dugc cho Patrick
ding tén chung ngdi nha Dublin; nhung thoi, du da qua muon nhung ciing
la diéu t6t. Cht lic tredc me c twdng bon me sé séng véi nhau tron doi
tron kiép kia.”

Sinead khong tra 161, cit dé mac cho me néi.

“Pau bam gan tim ruot. Néi that, Sinead, me phai ton ca dong tién tri liéu
va mua sdm mdi vugt qua duwgc ct sdc ndy day! A... Me néi dua dy ma!”

“Con rat tiéc moi viéc lai ra nong noi nay.”

“Nghe nay, me sé khong nhi nhang 16i th6i mai nita. Nhuwng xem ra me sé
thiét hai rat nang né trong thoa thuan ma cac luat sw dang xem xét, thé cho
nén, cyc chang da mdi phéi ban ngdi nha quang tredong Walgrave di.”
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“Da, dé con bao Marina va Frankie la tui n6 sé phai don ra.”

“U, toi cac con qua.”

“A, Daniella...” Sinead nghen ngao vi cau héi ma c6 sip dit ra. “Con can
biét... con c6 thé tiép tuc ¢ lai truong duwgc khong?”

“O!” me c6 phan ng rat canh gidc. “D6 1a mot van dé kho khan. Me
chwa quyét dugc con gai a.”

“Thi me c& cho cho con biét so so di. Co hoi cia con la bao nhiéu... nam
muoi-nam muoi, hay it hon?”

Me Daniella cuwdi 16n, “D6i khi con dé cap van dé rat thiéu té nhi.”

“Um, nhung ma, me... N6i con biét di.”

Mot quang nging lau, ro6i me Daniella néi, “Nghe nay con, c6 1é me sé
tac dong dén truedng con... me sé noéi chuyén vai Tristan Fox, xem 6ng ay c6
dung anh huwéng ctia minh ma kiém dwgc cho con mdt hoc bong dac biét
khong.”

“Thoi, thoi!” Sinead gidy ndy. “Con khong chiu dugc diéu do dau.”

“Um, c6 18 con ding. Bay gi® me chi c6 thé néi v6i con mot didu 13, me
chwa biét chac chan, nén con dirng don qua nhiéu cong sitc vao viéc tim noi
0 mdi voi Marina va Frankie.”

Rob da khong bay té sy cam thong ding muc véi Marina trudc moi ban
tam cua coO.

“Tui em tré thanh mot 14 vo gia cu!” co hét len bén ly nwdc trong quan
Alex trudce khi cé hai t6i mot vii truong.

“Nha van chwa bi ban ma,” Rob tho o chi ra.

Marina bdo anh dirng c6 bam viu vao nhitng chi tiét vun vat. “Pang nao
nha ciing sé bi ban. Khi do thi sao? Tui em sé phai chui vao mot cai buéng
vlra ngd vira sinh hoat & cai hoc té hai nhat thanh pho. Guong thi ran nit,
ném tr doi ndo doi nao lic nhic ran rép, khong co6 ca cho treo do!”
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“U, that khé tim dwgc mot noi twom tat vao thoi diém nay trong nim,”
Rob thtra nhan.

Nhung nhu thé lai cang khién Marina quau quo hon, “DPtng c6 néi vay.
Oi, phai lam gi day ha Troi?”

Pang r6i nhv to vo nhw vdy nhung khi dén vii truong dé udng tiép,
Marina da bién thanh mot tam diém thu htt cac chang trai ngay tho.

“Nay!” c6 goi khi nhan ra anh chang Break-Dance cua Frankie.

“Lee, cau sao roi?”

“0, chao,” vira dap 101, chang ta 1ap titc dom dao dac tim Frankie.

“NO0 khong co6 ¢ day dau,” Marina bao. “Nhung chut nita n6 sé tdi Nhitng
Cdnh Bong Dau .”

Pam ban ctda Lee lién bu lai, ti ton tan chuyén véi Marina. C6 nhan dugc
ba 10i moi uéng khac nhau, va tir chéi tat ca bang mot nu cuwoi nghiéng
thanh do6 vach cing mot cai chdp mi da dwoc tap luyén ky.

“Frankie nghi toi bi dién phai khong?” Lee kién nhan hoi. “O... tdi biét
O ay c6 16i suy nghi vdy ma. Nhung chang 1é d6 1a rao can sao?”

Marina cuwdi 16n va khuyén, “Rao can chinh la kiéu nhdy cta cau day.”

Li ban cua Lee nhat tri rao rao, “Dung, ding ddy! Bon tao da néi roi, dep
cai diéu di trén mdt trang ctia may di!”

Tt mot goc quan bar, Rob theo doi va cau may vdi cai ly rong ctia minh.
Minh lam sao thé nay? Minh dé phu nit tdc dong dén tdm trang ctia minh tr
khi nao vay? Nhung anh khong thich chitng kién nhitng tén khac tan tinh
Marina, va nhat la anh khong wa c¢6 nang khich 1€ bon ho lam vay. Ct? cho
di, anh tv nhu. Chdng mdy chéc may sé bdo nang cai kin do lai va mdc
quan réng lung thung cho ma xem!

“Nuwdc cta anh day,” Marina néi, ngoi xuong trd lai bén canh Rob. “Cam
on, Marina. Hoan h6!” c6 nhai giong cac chang trai vira bu 1ay minh, nhung
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theo sau chi la sy im lang.

Rob lac dau, “Anh cha thiét.”

“Cha thiét lam gi? Anh sao vay, Rob?”

“Khong.” Em thira biét ma. Dep cdi tro con gdi xi xdn trong qudn di.
Hay dé cho moi nguoi biét la em dang di vdi anh.

“Anh khong thé n6i ‘khong’ nhw thé l1a xong,” Marina phan d6i. “Bao
dam c6 gi khiic mac r6i, anh phai gidi thich di chit. Em c6 phai 1a nguoi biét
doc suy nghi ctia nguwoi khac dau!”

“Anh céc biét. Nhuwng hoi ndy em néi chuyén véi ai & quay vay?”

“A!” 4nh sdng da 16 dang. “Lee Wright - anh biét day, cai anh chang mé
Frankie ay ma.”

“Con nhitng ten khac nita, ctt nhw mot doi bong len con dién.”

“Chtt em phai lam gi? Trum mot cdi tdi 1én dau va khong néi gi hét a?”

“0... U... Phai.”

“f., phai tui minh dang cai nhau khong day?” Marina hoi, hén hé giat giat
ong tay ao da ctia Rob va bat anh phai nguéce lén.

“Anh khéng cai nhau v&i phu nit,” anh néi ro6i ding 1én, bat ngd thoat
khoi ho sau cia minh. “Em c6 di khong nao?”

“Néu em khong di thi sao?” Marina hoi lai. Tam trang kho6 chiu cta anh
nang né hon co twéng. Mot cdm giac cang thén noi bung khién c6 nhéan ra
minh da choi sai cai tro nay.

“Anh sé di khéi day,” anh quyét dinh.

Vi vay c6, hodc la vé theo anh, hodc la w6t troi vao quan, trd lai véi Lee
va bon ban cia anh chang, mim cuwdi nhw khong cé gi xay ra, tiép tuc dan
dim vé6i mot i con trai ma sé li€c mat dwa tinh v6i c6, nhay véi ¢, sau doé
chop tay co va ép c6 linh gap ra mot x6 vang - nhw 18 thuwong tinh.
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Co di theo Rob.

Anh hoi ngoai lai, di thém doi ba budc nita trén via he, sau do dung lai
cho.

“Xin 16i,” Marina noi véi Rob.
“Anh khong thich.”

“Em cling khong thich. Nghe nay, em chua bao gio chay theo mot anh

')’

chang va noi xin 16i dau day
“Anh tin em. Con anh thi khong bao gio chun buéc va cho dgi, nhung
anh da lam roi day.”
Hai nguoi déng duwdi mot ngon den duong, anh nhin cai vao nhau.

“Em sé khong bat anh néi dugc dau,” Rob canh bao. “Anh khéng phai la
mot nguwoi nhay cam.”

Marina gat dau, “Anh biét khong... em ciling vay day. Em thich dién d6
dep, thich dugc tan hwou tan vign. V6i em, ngudi ta thay em thé nao thi em
ding la nhu thé dy.”

“Anh thich nhitng gi anh thdy,” Rob thi tham.

Tim Marina nhdy ron lén mot cai, hut mat mét nhip, sau do lai ron 1én,
“Tui minh di nhé!”

“DPi dau?”
“Em khong quan tam. Pau cting dvgc!”

“Hay minh di vii trvong nhé?” Travis hoi Sinead. Co dang té liét, guong
mat xuong xuwong diém ro nhitng quang tham quanh mat, khién mat c6 da
to gio trong lai cang to hon, twédng nhw bi bam. Travis chi muén 6m cd vao
long ma bao, thoi tui minh ding di, hday & lai day bén nhau.

“Pay” titc 1a nha Sinead. Marina va Frankie da di vang, nhung Sinead cw
thay d6 hang tram lan ma van con & day, v4i dén phong ngt chong chong,
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mai dén khi Travis vé nha minh va mang sang mot mén Thai an lién. Anh
chang quyét dinh liéu di dwong vong va ngo y cung an vai co.

Sinead khong an. Chi mé nhw chim.

“Um, tui minh di di,” Sinead quyét dinh. C6 khong biét phai tdm sy véi
Travis vé viéc gi, bdi cit moi lan dinh m& miéng thi cai con Suzy Atkins v&
van do lai chuc tuon khoi dau lwGi c6. Han luén ve vdn cho ta cam thdy
minh la nguoi rat ddc biét. Nhwng hdn ngu vdi tat ca nhitng thir dong ddy
duoc.

Nhung con tia mat trdi trén goi, con &nh mat khi anh ay hén minh...
... DO khi viéc nhv vdy ma lai khong phai vay!

Sinead ci¥ nghe di nghe lai tiéng cuwdi khay dé. Suzy va bon dong 16a dé
biu, cwdi cgt, khién c6 thdy minh nhé bé tham thwong. Hi, troi theo cam
giac nay that de...

“Nao, di du tiéc di,” Travis noi, bo nhitng gi con lai cua mon ca-ri vao sot
rac va dua Sinead ra khoi nha, ra khéi chinh co.

“Lee!” Frankie hét 1én the thé.

b6 1a lic mot gio sang, vii truong dang dong nghet. Frankie da bat
chuyén véi hai c6 gai hoc cung khoa nit trang v6i minh, ké tir khi khong
thdy bong dang Marina hay Sinead dau. Va gio, Lee dang & day, dé nghi
mua thitc uéng cho c6 va hira sé khong bat c6 nhdy véi minh.

“Ai bado anh vay?” Frankie hoi.
“Bdo cai gi?”

“Chuyén nhdy nhot dy.”

“Marina. Tai vii tredng lan trudc.”

“Hu. Thoi dugc, cho em mot Bacardi wép lanh nhé. Cam on anh.” Huua.
Co6 dang nhan do uong ma chang Lee mdi... sau d6 r6t cudc la co6 sé nhan
161 di choi v6i anh ta!
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“Anh thay em that khac v&i nhitng c6 gai khac,” Lee bao Frankie.

“Theo chiéu hwéng t6t hay xau?”

“Tét.”

“Huw, anh cling khac,” co dam chiéu dap lai.

“Hum.”

“Khong, y em no6i khac 1a bdi vi em cé thé doan dugc anh dang nghi gi.

Chit hau hét canh dan 6ng déu nup sau mot céi gi db... em khong biét...
Cha..., em n6i vé van ay ma, quén di.”

“Vay la anh c6 thé thu gian r6i chi gi? Em sé khong chay tron nita chw
gi?”

“Hita khong nhdy day nhé?” cd nhac lai.
Lee gat dau.

“Nhe ca nguwoi,” Frankie thd hat ra. “Minh quén vu dé uéng di nhé? Anh
c6 thé dwa em vé nha, tui minh vtra di vira n6i chuyén.”

“Em twdng anh da noi la anh khéng dé bi tinh cam chi phoi,” Marina thi
tham.

Marina va Rob dang say dam dén noi khong biét lanh la gi vao dém thw
Sau. Hai ngudi da tré vé ngoi nha s6 45, 1dy xe va mii bdo hiém r6i phong
ra khoi thanh phé. Va ldc nay day, ca hai dang & trén dinh do6i, dwdi nhitng
tang cdy, nhin xuéng tam tham anh dén thanh pho lap lanh.

“Em da thay doi, da khac r6i,” anh bao c6 gitta nhitng nu hon.

“Theo cach nao?” Ca hai duwong nhv dang tr6i bong bénh. Mot thé gidi
bén dudi, va mot bau troi den tham trén cao.

“Khong con dang sg nita,” Rob noi.

“Chét ro6i,” Marina nhan nhé. “Em dang dinh lam anh phai sg. Chi dwgc

»
!

nhin tho6i, cdm dung cham
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“U, dung cham,” anh lai hon c6.

"J

“Nay, Travis, nay Sinead!” Suzy kéu am 1, nhu thé dang &m muwu mot tro
cot nha riéng tw nao do vdi hai nguoi.
Travis gat dau, co dat Sinead lach qua c6 ban géi cii. Nhung lic nay la

gio déng ctra, 16i ra khoi Nhitng Cdnh Péng Ddu chat nhw ném.

“Vay dep day,” Suzy dwa mat tir dau dén chan bo do6 cta Sinead. “Tau né
& dau vay... phai me bé mua cho tai mot cai hoc trén dai 16 s6 nam khong?”

“Khong,” Sinead lanh lung. Ta on Chua, co va Travis da thoat qua dugc
Suzy va tién ra ngoai troi 16ng gid, bé lai c6 bo cili giwong mat €ch nhin
theo va ban tan vé Sinead v6i dam ban ctia minh.

“Co phai la do Suzy khong?” Travis chat van Sinead. Bong xu da roi
xuong, dai loai nhu thé. “Em da dé c6 ta len vao giita ching ta a?”

“Suzy van con quyén luyén anh.”
“Nhung anh thi khong.”

Sinead khong néi gi cho tdi khi cd hai t6i dinh doi. “Nghe em néi nay,
nhung nghe xong thi hdy quén di nhé. Em biét n6 khong dang cho minh
nghi téi. Nhung anh biét em ma, dén mau phan mat nao phai di kem v&i bd
vay nao con lam em kho sg dwgc. Thé nén, nhitng 16i don dai ma Suzy réu
rao la 4&c mdng khting khiép nhat doi véi em.”

Travis dirng sung lai, “Suzy néi lao day,” anh chang thang thirng.
Sinead gat dau.

“Em khong tin c6 ta day chi?”

“Khong.”

“Em tin. Em dé c0 ta tran 4p minh.”

“Khéng.”
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Travis quay di. Lac dau. Tim anh nén thinh thich, tréng rong va lanh
bang. “Pi, Sinead, dé anh dwa em vé.”

b6 khung! Sinead tv day vo. Coi may da lam gi kia!
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MUOI LAM
“Tiéu hét roi,” Sinead bao vdi Frankie va Marina.

“Tiéu hét la sao?” Frankie tong bat dia vao may rtta chén, r6i quét san
bép. S& nha dat da goi dién bao rang nhitng khach mua nha dau tién sé téi
xem nha vao ldc muwoi mot ruoi.

“Travis biét nhitng diéu Suzy Atkins néi da an vao nao chi.”

“Sao no6 biét?” Marina héi Sinead, roi quay sang Frankie, tién mom c6
néi luén mot thé, “bing cd hong tao nhac mét ngédn tay dé lau chui sach sé
cai cho nay day! Néu dé nha ctra trong nhw bai rac thi chd ma nao mudn
mua dau, cé ding khong?”

“V1 tao da noéi ra,” Sinead thé dai.
“Dao 01, dung la gai ngoan!” Marina rén ri.

Frankie ngirng quét nha, “Khoan! Dé em doan nhé. Travis mu6n biét tai
sao chi c6 vé mudn rit lui. Chi khong n6i, nhung anh dy gay ap luc véi chi,
dé roi cudi cung chi danh phai thtra nhan la tai Suzy.”

“Pai khai vay,” Sinead dong y.

“0i, Sinead!” Marina tha dai.

“Biét roi. Bay da lam Travis that vong r6i.”

“Vay ching to la may khong tin ng!”

“Thoi biét roi ma. Pung néi niva!”

“R0i no6 cé ndi dién véi may khong?”

“Khong. Chi lang Ié tong tién vé nha, chang noi gi hét.”

“Hoén tam biét cling khong?” Marina lan tgi, nhitng cau hoi don dap va
khong thvong xot.
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“Khong.”

“Khong nhan tin sang nay?”

“Khong.”

“Troi, vay thi dang la tiéu hét r6i,” c6 ban Marina két luan.

“Chan that,” Frankie bdo Sinead, lac dau. Mac du khi néi cau ay, Frankie
that long tiéc cho Sinaed, nhung trong long c6 ciling dang tham nghi tdi
Travis. “Nhung ding ra anh dy phai nhan thdy rang chi dang chiu rat nhiéu

ap luc - nao la chuyén nha ctra, chuyén tién hoc, r6i chuyén me chi, da
thir!”

“Nhuwng n6 da pham phai nguyén tac quan trong nhat trong sach,” Marina
chi ra.

“La gi?” Frankie hoi.

“La... khong bao gio dugc thu that diém yéu ctia minh véi dan 6ng.”

Frankie quét twdc xong thi pha ca phé, “Em dong y. Chi da dé Travis

thay chi ghen. Bon con trai khong thich thé dau. Biéu dé khién ho cam thay
nhu minh bi sa bay.”

“Gi thé nay, hai ngudi dang kham nghiém t thi a?” Sinead nhan nhé va
cam lay ly ca phé.

“Tui nay quan tam, dugc khong?” Frankie bdo Sinead. “Tui nay mudn
thdo g& sy viéc cho chi. Thé nay nhé, em nghi Travis hanh x nhu t6i qua
thi hodc la do anh dy bi t6n thwong vi chi khong tin anh ay...”

“... hodc la do nhitng gi Suzy néi vé han la that, rang diing la han Iira
phinh tat tat I con gai, thay con nao la ltra con ndy,” Marina nhay vao.

“Pam vao miéng chi &y mot phat di Sinead!” Frankie but miéng kéu lén
ma khong tin vao tai minh. C6 dang dinh dién giai y nay mét cach nhe
nhang, y nhi hon nhiéu.
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Sinead cau may, phan khang, “Day khong ghen. Chi c6 diéu, tai sao méi
vira nhw mat troi chiéu sang ryc rd ddy thi thoat cai, may den u &m da un un
kéo dén. bung khoanh khac hay ho do, ty dung lai gon 1én nghi ngd. Chi
tao nao co nghi ngo. Tao tha ¢ mot than mot minh con hon.”

“May mudn goi thé la gi cling mac, nhung véi tao, do la ghen tudéng,”
Marina khang dinh. “May c6 nhé quai vat mat xanh 1a cay khong?”

Sinead gat dau, “Um, du gi n6 cling da ha guc tao va Travis r6i.”

“Nhung chac chang ha guc vinh vién dwgc dau,” Frankie dong vién.
“Thién ha van vugt qua chuyén nay am am.”

“Nhung Travis thi khong,” Sinead doan.

Co nhé lai vé mdt cua Travis dém qua, ditng trén dinh doi nhin xuéng
dwong pho, khi anh néi v6i c6 bang mot thit am sac trong rong, tuyét vong,
ranh rot, “Suzy noi lao.”

Vé mdt do ching to co da xuc pham anh.

CoO khong xttng vGi anh. “Pay biét day ngu r6i,” Sinead gay gat xi va
minh, ding ltic nhan vién s@ nha dat go cira.

“Pay la phong khach thit nhat,” ga nhan vién hét véo von, dan mét cap
vo chong va hai di¥a con vao phong trudc. “Co ctra sO chia ra ngoai duong
rat thu vi, mot 16 swdi la mat, va mai bang do6 bé-tong.”

Bon tré l1an 1€ bo toai trén nhitng tdm tham trai san khong 16, trong khi
cha me ching uéng vao ttrng 10i tang boc.

“Ngoi nha nay da dwoc chay lai toan bo duong dién. Hé thong 1o swdi
trung tam mai, san nha thao roi, con trong phong bép, nguwoi chua hién thoi
da trang bi toan bo do dung mdi, bon rita Belfast va bé bép 6p da hoa cuong
kién c6.”

“Ho sé mua cho coi!” Frankie rén ram, vap phdi mot dita tré.
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“Tao hét chiu noi réi, néu can tim tao thi tao & bén nha Rob nhé,” Marina
néi, doan ra di ma khong thém stra sang quan do, dau toc hay trang diém.

“Néu la ho, em sé mua can nha nay!” Frankie van lai nhai khi ga nhan
vién nha dat dwa moi nguwdi 1én lau. “Cha phai chinh trang stra chita gi ca,
nhin thang ra quang trwong, gan phd chinh - ng6i nha tya nhw mot phién
ban dac khuon trong Elle Deco .”

Sinead gat dau. C6 va Frankie chd dudi lau trong khi nhitng ngudi xem
nha tiép tuc xam xoi cac buong ngu.

“Co kém theo diéu khodn giao nha ngay khong?” nguwdi chong héi khi ho
di xudng.

“Tat nhién la c6. Cac c6 nay sé ra di ngay khi hgp dong duoc ky két,” ga
nhan vién mim cwoi dat khoat. Frankie va Sinead nhan mat.

“Pay la khu sinh vién hay ¢ a?” ba vg mudn biét.

Ga nhan vién s& nha dat tra 10i tron tru, “Hoan toan khong. Quang treong
Walgrave rat hita hen va day trién vong. Hién da c6 rat nhiéu moi quan tam
dén ngoi nha nay... ma tat ca déu la nhitng ngwoi dang tim kiém mot noi
lam mai dm gia dinh.”

Cap vo chong no gat dau va mim cuwdi, trong khi li tré con lao dau qua
thanh ghé x6-pha va vat nhau dung dung.

“Chung toi sé ban bac ky van dé nay,” cudi cung hai vi khach quyét dinh.
Gat dau va mim cwdi, gat dau va mim cuoi.

Ga nhéan vién s& nha dat dan ho ra vé, khong dém xia gi dén nhitng anh
mat héo tia ctia hai c6 gai.

“Bon minh... v6 hinh hay sao ay nhi?” Frankie bat man. Bong ho6 deo tay
ctia c6 chi mwoi hai gio, va ¢6 da hen gap Lee trong thanh phd ntra tiéng
nita. “Y em 13, bon minh chi 1a sinh vién cht ching phai ngudi that hay sao
dy ma dan ching chang can chao tam biét hay cam on!”
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“Cam on, Frankie,” bat thinh linh, Sinead quang tay 6m cham lay
Frankie. Cudc song cta co dang trong trang thai lo lttng, nhung it nhat co
cling biét rd dau la ban be that su.

“E, quang tay thé dé lam gi?”

“Chang lam gi ca. Chi cam on, thé thoi.”

“Bon minh thé nay c6 phai la hen ho khong?” Lee hoi Frankie.

Frankie gid vo lam mat hot hoang, “Ching minh chi chén c6 m6i mot
chiéc banh Big Mac va mét lon Diet Coke thoi,” c6 nhac Lee.

“Thé con di xem phim?”

“Xin 16i, em khong c6 thoi gian. Em phai téi truong.”

“Pén mot bdo phim chuyén nganh téi nay cling khong sao?”

Frankie vitt khay do an thira vao sot rac roi gat dau, “Pwgc. Hay day.
Mdy gio?”

“Tam gio. Anh sé chd em & sdnh vao treong,” Lee cti xuéng va hon phét
qua ma Frankie. “Thé nay c6 goi la nu hon khong?” anh chang ling ting.

“Khong, diy mdi 1a hon,” Frankie 1én mot con boc déong, hon anh chang
that su.

Frankie doc toan tam toan y vao thuc hién tdc pham lay cam hitng tir dai
duwong cua minh. Co yéu mau xanh duong cua da lapis lazuli v&i nhitng
dwong van mau vang c6 kinh. Bién va cat, rdp khuon trong da va kim loai
quy.

“Anh c6é muon chup hinh tdc phdm mé&i cho em khong?” Frankie hoi
Travis khi anh chang dang & trong phong t6i su6t budi chiéu thit Bay. “Van
chuwa hoan chinh, nhung chup tirng cong doan hinh thanh thi tuyét vo cung.”

Thé cho nén, Travis vao xwdng kim hoan, hi hii chinh anh sang va goc
chup trong khi Frankie ti man mai bong tirng vién da.
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“Anh OK cht?” ¢6 hai ma khong ngudce len.

“Sao em hoi vay?”

“Khong c6 gi. Tai thdy anh im thin thit, thé thoi.”

Travis kiém tra tiéu cuw, toc do0 man trap. “Em c6 muoén anh dua téu
khong?”

“Néu anh thich.”

“Khong thich.”

“Em cling khong nghi la anh thich,” Frankie né ra khoi tam cho Travis
chup p6 dau tién. C6 nhin anh lam viéc, cdm thay gitta hai ngwoi cé mat
bau khong khi chwa titng c6 bao gio. “Anh chac la anh OK ch&?” c6 gang
héi.

Travis vong qua chiéc ban va chup mot po nita, “Sao em lai héi vay?
Sinead da néi gi v&i em a?” Tdch, tach.

“Khéng. A, c6. Chi dy bao chj 4y 1a do khung.”

Travis im lang mot hoéi 1au, “That long anh c twéng rang giita Sinead va
minh da c6 gi do.”

bén lugt Frankie im re. C6 gi d6 ky ky dang dién ra, va tw dung co that
tinh khong muén nghe Travis cdm thay thé nao vé Sinead nita. Nghe diéu
dé6 khién tim co6 nhéi lén.

“Anh da dan hat Sinead,” Travis thi nhan. “Dang ra anh khong nén néi
diéu nay véi em, nhung anh ci¥ luon cdm thay nhw bi da vao bung dy.” Tdch

Thong thuong day dang 1€ phai la cho dé Frankie nhay vao bang mot cau,
dai loai, “Sao anh khong lam mot diéu gi dé di? Em chac chan la Sinead tin
cdy anh, chi cé diéu chi dy dang choi voi t0i lam. Chi ay can anh néi rang
chi dy c6 y nghia v6i anh biét chitng nao.” Nhuwng thay vi thé, 1an nay c6 lai
chi 1am bam, “Cha, diéu do6 qua la sa vao dia nguc, em doan vay.”
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Tach . “Anh thuwong khéng dé cho phu nit anh hudng dén minh nhw da dé
Sinead tac dong len anh.”

“Vay a?” Frankie néi. “Pay la thi qua khit chi¢?”
Travis gat dau, “Anh cham dt viéc ay r6i.”

Lai mot ntta nhip dirng nita trong tim Frankie. Phat dau tién la ghen ti,
phat thit hai la duc vong. Cha, dirng cé ddn tdi nita chir! Tai sao d6t nhién
c0 lai c6 y dinh lay dong Travis vay?

Xwa nay chwa hé c6 mot ti ti gi gitta c6 va Travis. Hai ngudi chi 1a ban,
anh cho c6 nhitng 16i khuyén vé may chup hinh va quan tam dén co.

Pong y, co ludn biét 1a anh dién trai, va biét chac rang moi sinh vién nam
nhat trong khoa déu nho dai trudc anh. Co cling biét muwoi muoi tai sao
Sinead lai mé anh. Co6 biét hét. Nhung bay gio, tim c6 va nhitng mut day
than kinh ctia c0 cling dang chay ry'c nifm dam mé ay.

Travis ngwdc nhin co, “Gi vay?”

“Khong. Anh chup tiép di.” Tdch, tdch.

Roi thi t6i Lee, ngudi c6 vira m@i hon, nguwdi ma co6 sé gap trong mot
tiéng nita.

Minh khéng thé lam thé duoc! Frankie nghi. Minh khong duoc quyén rii
ban trai ctia ban. Minh khéng bat cd hai tay duoc.

“Em c6 muon chup mdot tdm tir géc do nay khong?” Travis héi. “Hay vay
la dua r6i?”

“Pu r6i, cdm on anh.” Cu tdch cudi cung.

“Pirng noéi gi vdi Sinead ve...”

“Em khong néi gi dau,” Frankie hita, trong long nat tan vi dang mao nhin

nghiéng ctia Travis - dau ¢6 van cui, lot thom vao chép sang trang cua den
may chup anh.
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"““Elle Deco (Elle Decoration): tén mot to tap chi ndi that noi tiéng caa
Anh - ND.
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MUOQOI SAU
“Con nguoi ta dé chan nhau lam,” Marina phan.

Ba Daniella t¢i ma chang hé bao trudc, dem theo nhitng chiéc tii xach
Louis Vuitton, giay cao got 10p cop, cung chitng suy nhwge than kinh phai
“bdo dudng” vo cung ton kém.

“Me doan tuyét véi dan 6ng roi!” ba tuyén bo véi Sinead. “Patrick
Skinner da dem ch6n xudng dia nguc tat ca nhitng gi me yéu quy. Con 6ng
bo troi danh thanh vat ctia con, Sinead a... khi me yéu cau lao thyc hién bon
phan cap dudng, tirc 1a phai trad tién hoc phi cho con, thi ldo tir chéi thang
thurng!”

Frankie va Marina co ram lai. Sinead dau can phai biét nhitng chuyén ay!

“Con biét 1do noi gi khong?” ba Daniella van ro ro, nhan tdm phét 16 moi
cO gang do6i dé tai cha Sinead. “Lao bdo sao me khéng ban can nha &
Provence di dé gom thém tién mat? Lao ndi thé ddy . Trong khi lao biét
thtra d6 la noi ti nan cia me khoi thé gigi nay - mua he nao me ciling phai
xubng dé dé thw gian cho tinh tdo dau 6c. Néu khong cé Provence vdi
nhitng bong oai hwvong va huéng duong twa thién duwong dé thi me chét ruc
tir 1au roi!”

“Me ngu trong phong con nhé?” Sinead dé nghi, ndy gio van im nhw
théc. Co6 mang dong gio xach cta me 1én lau.

“D0oi sao ma kho,” ba Daniella thé dai, biét chac l1a sé lam rung dong
long cam thong va nguon cung cap ca phé den vo tan tir Marina va Frankie.

“Ba Daniella ich ky khéng twdng twgng ndi!” Marina bay té vGi Frankie
vao sang hém sau, “Ngoi nha & Provence! Hoa hwéng dwong! Ba ay c6 nha
¢ khap moi noi, thé ma lai khong chiu ban di dé Sinead dugc & lai truong!”
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Trong khi d6 ba Daniella da diéu Sinead téi mot quan an ém a dé dung
btta trra Cha nhat bang moén xa-lat Pia Trung Hai.

“O, nhung chi phai nhé 1a thé gi6i cia bac ay vira mdi v tan,” Frankie
chi ra. “Cha ai boc 16 n6i nhitng dirc tinh tot nhat khi méi bi bo bo ca.”

“Thoi dirng c6 bay dat ti té di!” Marina doa dam. “Tao bay gio tham chi
cling ching thdy ba ta gidng Audrey Hepburn trong An sdng & Tiffany .
Khong ly gi ba dy lai di bo thi Sinead kiéu ay dwoc.”

“Em dong y,” Frankie n6i 1ang 1€. C6 nhan mot tin nhan tir Lee. Cdm on
budi t6i dau tién. Sang nay gap em nhé?

Biét gi khong... Frankie da vé dugc mot chang wng y! - Marina viét
ludn vao blog, b&i chang c6 gi hay hon dé lam lic nay.

T& cling da tim duwgc chang ctia minh, nhwng Sinead thi vira mat chang
cua no.

Frankie tdc lw@i. “Thoi ct vui duvge ngay nao hay ngay do da!” co tho
dai, nhan tin lai cho Lee, bdo rang mwoi lam phit nita sé gap anh chang
trong thanh pha.

Toi bi sao thé nay? - Marina viét blog. Toi la quy c6 Khong Thé Véi
Taoi, mot co gai Gucci triét de - chinh Rob da goi toi nhw vay day.

T6i von thich an dién v6 cung. Marilyn la than twgng cta t6i, va tdi quan
niém, kim cwong la ban than nhat ctia con gai. T6i theo thoi trang va toi
quay cho bon con trai mé dai.

Ay thé ma, hay nhin t6i bay gio di. T6i ngdi yén sau chiéc Kawasaki,
chup mii bao hiém lén dau, va thinh thodng con cha thém mang dén viéc
minh quén chai dau. Téi khong dua dau. Chang bao lau nita sé c6 dau xe
dinh day mong tay t6i, va c6 khi toi con biét thay bu-ji nita khong chirng!
O, chic ciing khong dén ndi vay. Nhung gid ngudi t6i da suc nitc mui Eau
de Diesel r6i. Khiép! Tat ca la do to6i da xudi theo Rob vam v& va nhitng
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thoi quen xau caa chang, nhung dirng c6 cho la t6i sai - to6i khong phan nan
gl dau.

Con mot su thay doi trong dai nay nita. Binh thuwong toi 1a Nang Rén Ri
(Moaner Lisa, ha ha ha!). Lic nao cling cai nay khong dung, cai kia cha ra
lam sao. Nao la t6c thang dé dai thugt hay ngan ctn, nao la s mi thang kia
16i thoi nhw ctia 6ng cu, r6i ga kia nén tap thé duc giam can la vira... Nhung
v&i Rob thi khong thé ché vao dau duogc.

Rob la Marlon Brando; la Brad Pitt va Johnny Depp hoa lam mot. Va bay
gio rot cudc toi lai phat hién anh ay rat tinh tt. Thé mdi chét ngwoi ch,
diang khong nao?

Gi thi gi, Iic nay t6i dang nhin ra ctta so, va 6 kia, nguwdi hung cta t6i
dang bang qua quang treong t6i nha toi (nha toi, nhwng trong bao lau nira?),
cam hai chiéc mii bao hiém. Cé vé nhw bon t6i sap vi vu trén xe day...

“Vay, ai la dao dién wa thich nhat moi thoi dai ctia anh?” Frankie héi Lee.
Co0 dang gifta cao trao cuia cudc tu dau tranh.

“Buntel.”
“Con tai tw wa thich nhat?”
“Garbo. Nhung sao bon minh giong nhu dang hen ho cap toc vay?”

Frankie dang tung ra nhitng cau héi dé tranh lam than véi Lee, trong khi
tam tri lai mai miét nghi vé Travis, khong tai nao tap trung ndi vao anh
chang nay. That ra, hay huych toet di... c6 dang lgi dung Lee, chdm hét.

T6i qua hai nguwoi da cung di xem phim, con gio thi dang di dao trong
cong vién. Nhung chang co6 gi tién trién - dau c6 van day ap hinh anh cua
Travis.

“Em khong dinh dé chuyén nay xdy ra dau,” bét than Frankie néi véi
Lee, 0 rd nhin dam dam vao ld vit. “Em xin 16i, Lee, t6t hon 1a bon minh
hdy cham dut th6i.”
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Lee can moi roi gat dau, “T6t thoi.”
“Khong, khong tot dau. Nhung em xin 16i, em da khong that long. Vay la
khong cong bang. Tot hon la hdy dirng & day di.”

“U,” Lee nhin xudng bai co, nham mat lai, r6i ngwdc nhin Frankie.
“Frankie, anh that sy thich em. Anh hy vong em sé luon vui veé.”

“Pirng tot v6i em nhw thé!” ¢6 nai ni. “Em khong xitng dau. Anh hay tim
ai dé tét hon...”

Lee lac dau, “C6 phai chi tai kiéu nhdy ctia anh thoi khéng?”

“Khong, khong phai. La do em. Em c( r6i tung r6i mu Ién. Em chwa san
sang cho mot mo6i quan hé nao hét.” Em chi muén lam do trang sitc, hoc
thoi trang, noi chuyén vai Travis...

DPan vit boi lai gan cho hai ngwoi tim nhitng mau vun banh mi.

“Vay anh van gap em dugc chi?” Lee néi véi mot dau chdm héi dau dau,
vt cao.

“Vang, ¢ truong,” Frankie gat dau.
“Em sé khong lg anh cha?”
“Khéng.”

“Nhung day la tam biét a?”

“Um, tam biét,” Frankie quay dau buéc di, quan jeans, 4o dét kim rong
thung thinh, doc theo b& ho mu swong, t6i mién ky tc vé mot chang hoang
tw da chét, trd lai dwong pho chinh.

Dtrng tai m6t hé nuwéc thit hai trén dwong ra khoi thanh phd, Marina va
Rob ngo6i xudng dé ngam moi thi dang tréi qua.

“Nhin bay vit kia!” Marina chi hai con vit dang b6 nhao dau xuéng nuéc,
chong duoi 1én troi. “Dé thwong qua!”

“Sao phu nit lai hay xuyt xoa nyng niu thud vat thé nhi?” Rob ty héi.
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“Cling giong nhu dan 6ng than twgng David Beckham thoi.”
“Lam gi co.”
“MGt s6 c6 day.”

“Khong dau, chi phu nit théi. Ho chét mé chét mét vé dep trai cia anh

»

ta.

“Sao chang bao gid anh dong y vd&i em vay?” Marina héi, luon canh tay
om 13y eo Rob.

“Thinh thodng méi vay thoi ma.”
“Khong dam thinh thodng dau.”

“Tui minh lai thé nita r6i!” quay qua nhin Marina, Rob ti manh ca hai
canh tay vao vai c6. “Em giong dan 6ng qua, em biét khong?”

“Aaaaa!” Marina treon nguoi dé thoat ra. “D6 la diéu té hai nhat néu ai
do noéi vé em!”

Rob chup ban tay co lai, “Anh khong dua dau. Y anh 13 em tranh ludn
giong dan 6ng chitr khong phai nhin em giong dan 6ng.”

Marina hoi nhoai dau dé nu hon caa Rob triegt vao ma o, gia vo dan doi.

“Va em hon ciing khong giong dan ong,” lan nay anh bdo dam moéi hai
nguoi da cham nhau.

Marina chiu thua. Thoang sau, ca hai da cung twa lung vao mot tang da,
mac cho than minh tudt xudng, cho tdi lic ca hai nam canh nhau trong dam
co kho ram rap.

“Aaaaa!” Marina lai hét.
“Gl1 thé?”
“Co con sau gdm ghiéc trén c6 em. Bat n6 di!”

“Chi 1a bong cé théi ma,” Rob bing bong cé ay di. “ Phu !”
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“Cha, thé c6 phai dé chiu hon bi budc t6i la giong dan 6ng khong!” Lai
thém vai nu h6n mém va am nita.

“Em lanh a?” Rob héi, ndng Marina ng6i day roi choang ao jacket cua
anh cho co.

“Em khoéng tin n6i 1a minh lai dang thé nay!” Marina thé dai, vai xu
xudng, ng6é dam dam ra mat ho xam xit. “Sao em khong & trén mot chiéc du
thuyén tai quan ddo Bahamas ma nhdp sam-panh co chi¥?”

“Bai vi em dang di vdi anh ,” Rob cuoi tit. “Va em thich thé.”

“Em yéu anh ,” Marina nai. Oi, khi thdt, 10i néi sao lai tw nhién vudt ra
co chtt.

Rob nga ra sau dé nhin cho r6 mat co6 hon. “ Wow ,” anh khé khang.

Chét tiét. Nwdc mat tran qua mi co.

Do chinh 1a thoi co danh cho Rob, khi hé thong phong tha ctiia Marina da
that thua hoan toan. Anh thdy moi c6 run run va nwéc mat dam dia. Chinh
nhitng khodnh khac nhw thé nay da 1at Gp cudc doi ngudi ta, tia nhw con vit
trong ho, mong chong 1én troi.

“Cha, anh ciling yéu em,” Rob thu nhan.

“Co ai biét dugc chir ngd,” ba Daniella bdo Sinead khi con triét ly bung
day sau mot ly rudi Merlot. “Cach day mot nam... ma ding ra la mdi c6 sau

»
!

thang tredc thoi... me nao co nghi Patrick va me sé chia tay
“Vang, me tirng nghi la méi quan hé dy sé kéo dai mai mai,” Sinead an
Ui
“Me van ludn nghi thé day chi¢!” me c6 bao, bat cudi mia mai va khé lac
dau. “Nhung me khong hoi tiéc. Ai do tirng bao rang haéi tiéc chi la bai hoc
ta chwa hoc ay nhi? A, day 1a 15i mot bai hat.”

“La sao ha me?” Sinead chwa hiéu. Thiy tam trang me da diu bét, co6
cling khong ngai ngan dé cap dén chit C-U-O-C-b-O-I. it nhét nhu thé ciing
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d@t tam tri co ra khoi Travis.

“Me ciing khong biét. Nhung nghe hay hay. Hoi ti€c 1a bai hoc ta chwa
hoc. Vay me da hoc dugc gi tir bai hoc nay nhi?”

“Pirng ky tén dé chiu mat mot nira ng6i nha cia minh chang?”

“Phai ddy,” ba Daniella lac lac cho rugu song sanh trong ly. “Va chirng
nao con song thi me nhat dinh sé chang thém tin bat cit mot ga dan 6ng nao

»

nira.

Sinead mim cwdi. Thé la da rdo c6 dugc thira hwéng tinh hay nghi ngo twr
dau - day la do di truyén, da dugc 1ap trinh san trong gien cua c6. “Vay thi
that la dang ti€c,” c6 nhan xét.

“Tiéc gi, me dinh la t gio trd di sé song doc 1ap,” ba Daniella cwong
quyét. Lic nay anh boi ban dang lwgn 10, c6 y mudn don ban nhung ngai
lam phat long mot khach hang méi. “Thé con con, con gé&i?” ba Daniella hoi
Marina, bat chgt day 1én trong long chut tinh mau tr quy bau. “Tréng con
xanh xao qua. Pep, tit nhién r6i, nhung ma xanh qua.”

“Trong co thu vi khong a?” Sinead do hai.

Mat ba Daniella chdp chép, khée miéng nhéch 1én, sau d6 ba dén hét
nghi lwc ma noi, “Nghiém tic nao, con. C6 van dé gi vay? Chuyén ban trai
a?”

“Pau c6!” Sinead voi nhin xudng dé che giau vé thang thét cia minh.
“Me, con m@i ¢ day chwa duge nita hoc ky. Lam sao kip dinh dang dén mot
nguoi dan ong dugc?”

“Trong em nhuw bi stress nang ay,” Travis bao Frankie khi tinh c& gap co6
dang that théu vé nha trén quang truong Walgrave.

Piing, vi em dda mat kiém sodt hoan toan, cdm gidc thém muén anh, cdi
diéu ma em cé hét sitrc xua dudi! Frankie nghi. Thé ma may lam sao em lai
dam sam dung vao anh!
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“Em khong sao,” Frankie nhun vai.
“Chuyeén bai vé a?” Travis hai.
“Khong, tat ca déu tuyét. Co Claudia rat hai l1ong vé em.”

“U, anh c6 nghe n6i,” tdn b bén canh co, Travis két luan la Frankie can
mot tach ca phé va tan gau, vi vady anh chang “lai” c6 vé phia nha so 45.
“Hay chuyén b6 bich?”

Frankie gat dau. Phdi chi anh biét la chuyén gi . “Lee va em vita cham

’

dt.”

“Um, em biét. Ma thuc ra tui em di bit dau dau, nén ciing ching c6 gi to
tat.”

Ng6i nha vang tanh, nhin giéng mot bai min nhw thwong 1€. Tap chi xe
mo t6 cia Rob vung vai dudi san nha bép, dia v4i cdc ban ngdn ngang
trong bon rira.

“Thiéu gi cac chang trai ngoai kia danh cho em, Frankie,” Travis an ui
c6. “Em xinh dep thé co ma.”

Chao! Frankie choang vang trong anh nhin ctia Travis. C0 siét chat cai
cdc néng trong tay, uong mot cach kho nhoc.

Travis don dep chiéc x6-pha trong phong xem tivi va bdo Frankie ngoi
xudng, “Van dé ctia em 1a em chéng biét van dé ctia em 1a gi! Y anh muén
néi, hau hét cac c6 gai déu tan dung nhan sac cia minh, ho lam cho ngudi
khac chodng vang bang cap chan dai va do hd c6. Nhung em thi khong. Va
dé6 chinh la diéu rat tuyét 6 em.”

“Cam on anh,” Frankie thd doc, c6 y lam bong luGi dé gitt cho dau 6c
dit khoi chuyén Travis da ng6i xuéng canh minh.

“Khong phai la anh dang dua bdn voi em dau,” Travis gidi thich mot
cach than trong. “Bon minh la ban, ma em lai dang phién mudn, nén anh chi
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muon lam cho em vui 1én thoi, dugc chi?”

Thé la 6ng anh ca Travis dang bdo c6 ngoi dich vao trén ghé x6-pha day,
choang céanh tay than ai qua vai c6. Lay Chua, thé nay thi dau dén qua!

Duc vong. Nhu dira tré them chi€c banh kem. S& chang ai dé y néu ta
nhiing ngon tay vao va liém mot cdi... Ngoai ra day con diéu diéu ky cho cai
ban nga cti rich tdi nghiép cua minh!

Travis nhan ra no6i rung cam dé. Anh chang nheo nheo mat, dau ngoeo
qua mot bén.

“Cam on anh,” Frankie map mady, lan da nong ran va ran rat dudi 16p mé
hoi dang rin ra. Binh tinh nao!

“Vi cdi gi?” Travis nhich lai gan hon, nin thd. Anh da quen thay Frankie
di v@i hai c6 ban, nu cudi thwong trye trén moi, thay cai gi cling buon cudi,
ngo ngac va ling ting, luon miéng “Nao, di thoi!” Nhung gio thi co khong
cuwdi ma dang mé cang doi mat to den, sau tham, nghiém trang nhin anh.

“V1...” Frankie ngap ngung.

Travis vieon vé treéc va hon vao moi c6.

Ca hai chgt giat ban, budng nhau ra nhw dung phai dong dién.
“Xin 16i!” Travis noi.

“Xin 16i!” Cha, gio thi xem may da lam gi kia.

“Queén chuyén nay di!” Travis nai ni.

Frankie ditng 1én. “O, that v& van,” c6 dong y. Nhung, nay, Travis va
Sinead khéng con b6 vdi nhau nita. Vdy thi viéc minh nhdy vao cé gi hai
dau?

“Gio thi thé nao em ciing nghi la anh du khi moi c6 gai ma anh gap, ding
nhu Suzy no6i r6i day,” Travis nhan nho.

“Khong, em khong nghi thé!”
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“Cé day. Bén ca anh con thdy thé co ma. Anh xin 16i, Frankie, thanh
that... Anh khong biét cai gi dang kiém soat minh niva.”

“Pung xin 16i.” Em khéng hoi tiéc dau . “Khong sao. Em hiéu ma.” Pén
ltic vé roi. Bén lic phdi dem cdi vu ban loan nay ma nhét sdu vao dau may
roi.

“Tam biét,” Travis nhin Frankie buwéc ra ctta. Troi, sao minh lai lam thé?

“Um, gdp anh & trudng sau nhé,” c6 gt dau. Bén ngoai, trdi dang mua,
nhitng bac cdp tron lang, via hé t6i loang loang nuwéc.

Luc Frankie déng ctra lai dang sau luwng ciing la ltic Rob va Marina lao vu
vao quang trueong trén co xe cong kénh cta anh, cuwdi hén hé va rang ro.
Frankie thoc tay sau vao tii ao, buon ba budc ra ngoai troi mua.
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MUOI BAY
“Phai, t6i muon dat tredc mot suat lam mat Triple Oxygen "-y6i Anita
luc hai gio ngay thit Nam,” ba Daniella n6i v&i co gai trén dién thoai.
Marina li€c nhin t& quang cado béng bay xoe ra trén mat ban ca phé, “Mot
chon thw gidn wép hwong cho ta sang khodi cang sang khoai hon. Bing roi
di néu quy vi con quén diéu gi... Mot ché do cham so6c tan tinh dé dem dén
cho quy vi mot 1an da min mang va khoe khoan nhw lan da cta ¢6 bé mudoi

hai tudi... cac loai kem tdy, lam sach va diéu trj ton thuwong da... kem dap tai
tao da... 16t da nhe vdi fruit-acid... dap mat na hydrating enzyme...”

“Chao, gia nhitng mot tram ba muwoi bang!” Marina thé déc.

“... Phong tam c6 bon cau giat nwdc thap, voi sen my thuat va lat gach
bong toan bo,” nhan vién cta sé nha dat dang gidi thiéu cho khach dén xem
nha.

“Y 6 la sao , Patrick khong chiu néi chuyén tryc tiép voi t6i a?” ba
Daniella cao giong trén dién thoai.

Frankie tron trong nha bép nhung khong thé khong nghe 1én.

“Sinead, me khong sao tin ndi!” ba Daniella rit vong ra vGi con gai, mot
tay che ong nghe. “Cai con thu ky mat day cta Patrick ddm bao la me
khong thé néi chuyén véi han! Nay, nghe day, c6 Ché San, co6 hay chuyén
ngay dién thoai cho céi thang cha ay, kéo khong thi t6i sé bay t6i New York
va ty tay moc mat co ra day!... Con lau, tao sé khong lam viéc véi luat sw
cta né... Khong! Hur, dirng c6 ngang duong tao, do lang lo!”

Frankie thé& dai va chuon ra ngoai bang ctra sau.

“... Co khu dau xe phia sau ng6i nha nay va day du hé thong co sé ha
tang danh riéng cho nhitng nguwdi séng quanh quang trueong,” ba nhan vién
s nha dat tiép tuc thuyét minh cho chuyén tham quan.
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“Caspar, to6i muon anh cong tay ngay cai con trg ly riéng caa Patrick lai
vl t0i boi nho danh dw nguoi khac... Phai, toi noi nghiem tac!... Toi sé
khong doi nao chiu dé cho mot con ranh Sex and the City “u khong toi
dau, cai con chuyén mdc may bo do 16i thoi cia Manolos va Versace ay!
Anh c6 biét n6 goi t6i la gi khong...?”

Tam trang Sinead dang lao thang xudng vuc tham. Ngudi ta c 1 luwot téi
xem nha, con me c6 thi lién tu bat tan than van trén dién thoai, Frankie
bong trd nén quai la, chang ndéi chang rang, té hon nita, Marina lai cit hanh
phuc phai phai.

“Rob va tao chinh thic roi,” Marina da tam sv nhuv thé vao dém Chu
nhat. “Pung la thién duwong. Anh ay la chang trai ly twéng nhat.”

“Vay ma sao hai ngudi van chi cha chi chée su6t thé?” Frankie hoi. “Moi
lan gap nhau la cai co.”

(“Tw “thic giuc’ khong phai viét nhue vay,” Marina vira néi vira ra nhitng
ngon tay coO mong dai trén man hinh may tinh, trong khi Rob dung laptop
cta co dé gri mail cho mét ngudi ban. “Ca hai déu két thic bang chit ‘c’ co

N »

mad.

“Phai, thwa quy c6!” Rob ham he lai. “Nghe nay, anh khong can em phai
danh van ho - anh khac lam dwgc!”)

“R0i sao?” Marina dop chat. “Bon tao la thé ddy. Chi chée nhung ma vui.
Ma nay, chuyén may vdi Lee dén dau roi?”

Frankie nhun vai, “ Lam gi c6 gi ma dén dau. Cham hét.”

Nguyén ca ngay thit Hai va thit Ba & truong, Frankie da né ca Lee lan
Travis. Va noi cho ngay, co cling tranh mat ca Sinead, chinh diéu nay da
khién c6 phién ndo vo cung.

“V6i riéng day thi van thoai mai ddy chit?” Sinead da hoi Frankie nhw
thé h6i dém qua. “DPay thdy may cit tram tram thé nao ay.”
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“Om, xin 16i. Tai mét qua day ma,” Frankie noi, c6 lita cho Sinead ditng
héi cac cd nita.

“Pay cling vay,” Sinead khong hé 16 mat vao truong suo6t may ngay nay.
Marina chuyén 10i thay Tristan Fox nhac nhé la ¢c6 da cham thoi gian nop
dé an - diéu d6 cha khién c6 khuay khoa bét ti nao.

Thanh ra Sinead chang con chit sinh lyc nao dé chiu dwng ga nhan vién
s@ nha dat vao sang hom sau. C6 dang & nha mot minh thi gd mo dén, dan
theo nhitng ké rat nhiét tinh trong chuyén mua nha. Lic nay Sinead dang &
li trong phong, budc long phai nghe 1é6m bai ca tdng bdc cii rich cua tay
nhan vién no.

“... 6 mot buong treo quan do nho nhé ¢ dau hanh lang day,” ga nhan
vién s@ nha dat m@ tung canh ctra buong ra. “Ciing lat gach bong luén. Rat
nhiéu ngwdi mudn mua ng6i nha nay day.”

“Thé nguwoi ban cé dé thwong lwgng khong?”

“Piéu do tuy thudc vao tinh trang ctia 6ng vdi tu cach la nguwdi mua. Ong
la mot phan ctia mat xich ma, ding khéng?”

Troi oi! Nhitng budc chan ram rap tién l1én cau thang va di doc hanh lang.
Sinead bat nhac lén dé bao cho bon ho biét 1a c6 dang ¢ nha. Bién cho khuat
madt toi di!

“Anh thdy hoi dat,” nguoi xem nha bdo vdi vg khi ga nhan vién s@ nha
dat md ctra phong Sinead ra ma chang thém go.

“Vay, bon minh sé lam gi vGi Sinead bay gio?” Marina hoi Frankie sau
khi da phai Rob di tim mdt chd ngoi cho ca bon trong quan ca phé dong
duc. C6 va Frankie dang ditng xép hang & quay.

Frankie goi ca phé va banh cam, “Trdi 0i, em can b6 sung dwong!”

“Troi a, tao dang doc thoai hay sao thé nay?” Marina can nhan, goi hai ly
ca phé cung vdi thit chién va mot cai bo-go cho Rob. “Ha, vu Sinead sao
day?”
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“Om, dang ra tui minh nén ra luat truc xuat bac Daniella ngay tir dau,”
Frankie téu tdo. “Pang ra khong dugc dé bac ay bén mang dén gan ngbi nha
trong vong hai dam.”

“Nén nhé ngoi nha ay thudc sé hitu ba ay,” Marina chi ra, r6i chat vat len
16i qua dam dong veé phia Rob.

“Rob, bon minh phai lam gi v6i Sinead day?”

“Sinead lam sao? Om a?” dao gan ddy Rob ching hé thdy mit miii

Sinead dau.

“Khong, né khong 6m, nhung ma dang trong trang thai bi con yéu tinh
mat xanh xoi tai.”

“Troi dat,” Rob ngom ngoam day mot miéng banh bo-go. “Mu ta quay
kiéu gi?” anh hoi Frankie, hat dau vé phia Marina.

“Mu ta nghi Sinead dang ghen véi tat ca nhitng dita con gai da tirng ngu
v0i Travis,” Frankie giai thich. Chi m@&i phat am cai tén Travis thoi ma da
nhw c6 mot luong dién chay thang vao nguwoi Frankie. Co ¢t nhin cham
cham vao chiéc banh cam dang cam trén tay.

Rob nhiu may, “N6i ré hon xem nao?”

Marina tiép 10i, “Sinead khong sao dwong dau noi véi thue té rang Travis
12 anh chang dep trai nhat trudng... trir anh, Rob 4, 1& di nhién. U thi, Travis
la tay lang nhang c6 tiéng, nhung ai ma cha vay, biét lam sao khi ta dep trai
chét ngudi dén noi cac c6 géi cit lao vao nhu con thiéu than, theo nghia den
hoan toan.”

“0, ,” Rob bdt dau hiéu chuyén. “Nhung diéu dé khong cé nghia la
Travis ngu véi tat ca bon ho.”

“C6 khong?” Marina van lai.

“Khong doi nao. N6 cling c6 nhitng chuan murc riéng ctia né chi.”
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Frankie liém may hat duwong con dinh trén mo6i. Co6 chang mudn nghe dé
tai nay chut nao!

“Ca nhan ma noéi, néu em ma la Sinead, em sé xem do6 la mot thach thire,”
Marina tiép. “Em sé x6ng t6i va chitng minh cho moi ngwdi thiy la minh c6
thé gitt chan duwgc anh chang trang hoa nhat thé gigi.”

“U,” Rob 1am bam. “Nhung Sinead thi khéng chiu dwoc sy dém pha,
dang khong?”

“Khong han, chang qua la vi cdi con Suzy dom dang ngoai kia da gieo
rac nhitng 10i 1é tham doc vao dung cai lic Sinead dang ding ngay day,”
Marina khong nhin ra sau, nhung c6 biét Suzy Atkins dang dan dum bén
mdy thang vé tinh ctia c6 nang & mot ban gan dé. “Sinead vo tan thanh tirng
manh va hau nhv chang néi véi Travis 16i nao ké tr hom do6.”

“Pung la phu ni*!” Rob budt mém, van dang nhom nhoam miéng banh.

“Anh an no6i cho can than day,” Marina canh céo. “Ni gi6i bon em déng
hon, thong minh hon bon anh, va bon em cling c6 ngudng dau dén cao
hon...”

“Ro0i, 1061, gi cling dwgc.”

Mot Iic sau, Marina dé nghi, “Rob, anh khong ri tai véi Travis vé diéu
nay dugc sao? Anh biét ddy, hay gitp Sinead va Travis trd lai v6i nhau di,
nhé? Hai dita n6 rat hgp nhau... ai cling thay thé... tm, ngoai trir Sinead,
nhung dau 6c né dao nay dang that dién bat ddo vdi chuyén nha cita va
chuyén bac Daniella.”

“Khong dugc,” Rob thang thirng.
“Pung ddy,” Frankie phu hoa, vi nhitng 1y do it minh bach hon nhiéu.
Marina khit miii, “Htm, vay thi cho em ké sach nao hay hon di.”

“DPé anh suy nghi da,” Rob noi, kéo ghé ditng 1én va di vé phia xwdng
lam viéc.
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“ Gi thé ?” Frankie nhiu may, biét rang Marina dang nhin minh trirtng
trirng, du ¢6 khong dam nhin vao mat Marina.

“May sao vay?” Marina cat van. “Sao ty dung lai t6i kién, dan don thé?
May khéng muén Sinead va Travis trd lai véi nhau a?”

“Suyt!” Frankie bdo dong, cdAm thdy ma minh do birng khi Travis buéc
vao va goi ca phe.

“Em tién b0 trong thdy day,” thay Jack Irvine khen Marina khi nghién
cttu birc chan dung phéac thdo mdt ngwoi mau tudi trung nién cua co.
“Guong mat nay vé phuong dién giai phau hoc la rat chinh xac, cong thém
nét vé cia em da chuyén tai dugc cai than cta ngudi mau. Tao bao va dut
khoét. Hay lam.”

Vi Marina, cai ba ngo6i lam mau ay nhu thé da chui vao chiéc may xay
cudc doi va budc ra hoi bi nhau nhi. Mdt ba day nhitng nép nhan cung véi
vO s0O vét chan chim noi khée mat, mi mat trén xé xuéng. Trong buon tham
va moi mét. Tuy nhién, ba nay chac ciing cung tudi véi bac Daniella.

Khéng lam mdt Triple Oxygen nén né thé ddy, Marina nghi, li€c qua bic
vé cua Frankie.

Frankie da lam cho ngudi phu nit ay tré nén chan chwong, tuyét vong.
Nhuw tranh Picasso thdi ky dau. Tat ca cac géc canh va déi mat déu tré nén
ky qudc thai qua.

“Thu vi day,” thay Jack binh luan khi di ngang qua. “Ban cta cac em dau
roi, tén la gi nhi, cdi c6 cao cao, téc vang cat ngan ay?”

Frankie lac dau, r6i nhan vai.

“Cha, lai thém mdt nguwdi nita bé cude,” ong thay hinh hoa lam bam. “Ho
sé roi rung dan trong sudt hoc ky dau tién nay, tin t6i di.”

Marina lui lai ngadm bitc hoa ctia minh. Khéng biét bdc Daniella da tiém

bao nhiéu botox roi nhi? Co tu hoi. Lai con nhitng khodn cat cup va dap
don khdc nita? Con minh, liéu c6 can giai phau tham my khi tdi tudi ba
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muoi khong? Chdc chdn. Tai sao khong? Lai nita, hdn la sé dau dén nhv sa
xuéng mdy tang dia nguc @y chtr.

“Cam on, Jo!” thay Jack noi khi bu6i hoc két thiic, va nguwoi phu nit “bi
xay nghién” nhat chiéc 4o choang tir dwdi san 1én.

“DPoan coi Rob da noi gi vGi tao déem qua nao,” Marina vita noi voi
Frankie vira thu don dong phan mau va than vé.

“Veé cai gi?” Frankie da chang ngt nghé cho ra hon ké tit Chu nhat. Co da
gdp Travis mot lan trong xwéng kim hoan, va sa vao mot cudc tro chuyén
khong may ty nhién. R0 la Travis cling dang u sau chang kém gi co.

“Veé Suzy Atkins.”

Rob da tiét 16 cho Marina mot mau tin quy nhw vang - chi 1a bat thinh
linh thét ra va bdo la sé rat hitu ich cho trwong hgp cta Travis-Sinead.
Marina quang tay 6m va hén Rob day cam kich. “Rob, anh ding la ngoi
sao! Mot ngoi sao moc thap, gidu mat va lau linh!”

“Thoi ké sau di, Frankie noi sau khi tan 16p vé hinh hoa va voi va thoat
than. “Em c6 mot tiét hoc kem véi ¢6 Claudia. Xin 16i, Marina, em phai di
day!”

“Mudi nghin bang!” ba Daniella phan ng nhw thé tay nhan vién s& nha
dat vira md&i thi nhan minh la mot ké khing bé kiém giét ngudi hang loat.
“Anh c6 dua khong ddy. Anh bao la ho dé nghi b6t muwdi nghin so véi gia
dat ra a?”

“Ho tra tién mat,” ga nhan vién sé nha dat nhac ba Daniella, dwa mat
nhin hoi hop. Xong han ta li€c xéo qua Sinead, dang ditng im phang phac
bén canh me.

Ba Daniella da cwong quyét 16i Sinead ra khoi nha dé lam mot cuéc mua

(31

sam tri lieu . (“Trong con lui xui qua di mat. Me con minh di sam vai cai

do ma@i nao, réi me sé bao Jade liéc qua mai toc cho con lu6n thé.”) Rat tinh
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cO hai me con di ngang qua van phong Walters & Co va ndy ra y ghé vao
mot lat.

“D6 la dé nghi cu thé duy nhat ma céng ty ching té6i nhan dugc,” bo
com-lé dang sau ban néi. “T6i mdi tiép dién thoai cia ong ba Yates cach
day nira gio. T6i da co lién lac véi ba dé bao cho ba biét con s6 ho trd.”

“Muoi ngan!” ba Daniella thd dai. “Lay Chua, to6i ghét ban nha kinh 1én
dwgc. Chi ndi viéc d6 thoi cling da lam cho minh thdy chan chuwong véi
nhan loai r6i!”

Sinead ngd nghiéng tdm bang niém yét nha ban. Pay nay - c6 mot dé
nghi trd gia cho can s6 13. Thé la ddu chdm hét da hién hién déi vdi sy
nghiép ngan ngui con-lau-mdi-twoi-sang cua c6 tai trwong dai hoc Thoi
trang Trung tam. Twa nhuw nhitng cdy phdo bong khong bao gid dwoc ban
1én, nhitng gidc mo cua c6 vé sy hao nhoang va lap lanh, vé si n6 tung trén
dau treong thoi trang va lam lu mo moi doi tha da xi hoi sau cd ra mat ram
10.

“Hay bao vGi ong ba gi gi d6 dén gap toi dé thoa thuan,” ba Daniella gan
giong. “Nam ngan dudi gia khai diém, khong bét mot xu!”

Thoi thi minh sé ty lam vu nay ma khong c6 Frankie, Marina quyét dinh.
Viéc nay khong thé dgi dugc. Can phai ra tay ngay titc khac.

Tim duwgc Suzy Atkins ¢ khu vue tu tap sinh vién nam hai khong phai la
viéc kh6. Marina di thang mot mach téi géc phong cat may & tang trén
cung, noi ma co biét thé nao Suzy cling sé c6 ¢ d6. Qua ding vay, Suzy
dang ditng kia chit ai, bu quanh la nhitng di¥a con gai chuyén ninh bg, ngoi
vat chan chit ngti trén ghé dau, lia mot cay kéo to tuwdng, xoet, xoet , xoet
vao doi tw ctia nguwdi khac ding theo céi cach ngoi 1€ do6i mach ctia c6 nang.

“Gi day?” Suzy thach thitc khi Marina nam nhat lao thang vao gitta cudc
ban tan cua ca bon.

“Steward Brown,” Marina phun hai ttv d6 ra va cho dgi.
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Suzy dan manh cdy kéo xudng ban. May dita budn dwa 1é khac lang di,
loay hoay & ban ctia minh hodc s& sam tim cai kim hay sgi chi bi mat trong
tri twéng twong.

“Thi sao?” Suzy gam grr.

“Steward Brown, t6i thit Sau vtra r6i, Nhitng Cdnh P6ng Ddu ,” Marina
noi cham rai.

“Sao?”

Marina nhan ra day la mot con ga cé tat giat minh, sap stta kéu quang
quac. Cdm on, Rob!

“Trudc tién, Ong ta qua gia so vGi may,” Marina lan tGi.

“Tao khong... tui tao khong bao gid... cut di!” Suzy lap bap.

“Thit hai, 6ng ta da c6 vg,” Marina yéu thich khoanh khac nay dén kinh
khting, thdm chi con muén nham nhi thwéng thiéc né.

Miéng Suzy méo xéch ré6i mim chat lai, “Ai ndi véi may chuyén do?”

“Khong quan trong,” Marina giang don vong mang, mat nhin thang vao
mat. “... Chong c6 Claudia,” Marina ranh rot. “May cé biét... c6 Claudia
Brown, truédng khoa do trang sttc treong nay khong? Chac chan la biét roi,
',’

gido vién hwéng dan may co ma

3k

“Tao da noéi vdi con ay roi!” Marina hi hitng cwdi v6i Frankie trén duwong
vé quang treong Walgrave. Buong ph6 gio cao diém sap toi, nhitng ctra
hang da ruc rich trang tri Giang sinh, trirng bay nhitng chiéc dam da hoi yéu
kiéu va nhitng birc twgng ong gia No-en map map trong ctra so. “Phai chi
may thay mat con Suzy lic dy! Khong m6t mong ban nao ctia n6 con xoan
xuyt ldy né! Xoi ... bon né chi biét giwong mat éch ma nhin ¢6 4 quan quai
thoi.”
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“Gi0 sao? Suzy dong y no6i chuyén vdi Sinead roi ha?” Frankie c6 hét sic
dé budc dau 6c minh phai chd y vao céac sy kién. Xét ra thi viéc nay chang
khac nao mot vu tong tién.

“Dam khong noi!” Marina chanh chua. “Tuwéng twgng xem chuyeén gi sé
xdy ra néu mot ngay kia c6 Claudia bong té ngtra khi biét chong minh tom
tem trong vii truong véi mot sinh vién ctia minh? Tiéu ma mo6t 6ng chong
va mot dira sinh vien!

“Nhung ciling phai cong nhan mot diéu... con Suzy dé khong phai do ngu.
N6 da hinh dung ra moi chuyén. Khi tao bdo rang néu muon tao gilt yén
lang thi n6 chi c6 mot cach duy nhat la téi néi chuyén véi Sinead rang né da
phia ra may chuyén vé Travis. Htr... con quy cai dy suyt can dit ban tay

")

tao

“Vay la Suzy phdi dong y,” Frankie néi toet ra. Hdy lam nhw may dang
murng cho Sinead di! c6 tw nhu.

“Chinh xac. Ma theo y Rob thi Travis khong phai loai ngwdi nhu thé.
Han ciing t6t tinh lam, chang doi nao lai nhdy 1én giwdng vaGi bat cit diva
con gai nao dén véi minh dau. That ra, han la ngwdi rat rut re, nhut nhat véi
phu nit. May c6 tin khong?”

“0,” Frankie thé dai. “Qua t6t ay chi.” Nhung em ddu biét!

“Thé nao moi viéc gitra Travis va Sinead ciing sé lai ddu vao day cho ma
xem!” Marina phan khich 1éo nhéo. “Frankie, thdy tao giong quy nhan phu
trg khong, dung phoc!”

Sau do cd hai ré vao quang treong. Co mot chiéc xe tai dau bén ngoai
ngoi nha s6 13, véi mot tdm bién mdi toanh dang dwgc gan chong 1én tam
bién Nha Ban.

“Nay!” Frankie phan doi, chay bo téi hai hay ba buwdc thi dirng khung lai
duwdi hang cay, tuyét vong.

“Oi khong!” Marina rén ri.
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Nguoi dan ong buwdc lui khéi tdim bién, quang bua vao xe tai r6i chui vao
cabin va l4i di thang.

“Pa Ban,” tdm bién dé. Marina va Frankie doc hai lan, roi ba lan. “ba
Ban, Theo Thoa Thuan.”

[l]'MC)t hinh thirc spa, mat-xa madt v&i kem Triple Oxygen - ND.

“-Sex and the City: tén bo phim vé nhitng phu ni¥ chi an r6i lo chau chuot
dé moi chai dan 6ng. N6 trd thanh tinh tir chi nhitng phu nit lang 10, rong
tuéch - ND.

[3]'Nguyén van la “Retail therapy”: kiéu mua sam ma nguwoi di mua hang
chi nham muc dich la thoat khdi tdm trang u uat va stress ctia minh - ND.
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Binh tinh! Sinead tw nhu. Nha da ban va Travis da la di vdng.
V@i tam tri nhoi nhét toan nhitng y nghi kiéu dy, c6 chon b canh cho

dém thi* Sau cudi cung ctia minh trong thanh phd. Bat luan chuyén gi xdy
ra, cO van sé ra ngoai véi mot phong thai hoan hao nhat.

C0 chdm chiéc 4o chiffon xam khoét c6 sau cé dinh nhitng chi€c vong
sequin bang bac, ong tay so le; quan so6c 6m mau bac; tat ca déu hop tong
v6i doi giay Louis Vuitton den-xdm; va cu6i cung la chai dung mai toc mau
vang nhat léen.

“Em twéng chi nat nhit roi chit,” Frankie thot 1én khi cham tran Sinead
trang diém theo kiéu rock-chick "-trén cau thang. Frankie va Marina vira
chay ao vao nha, san sang thwc hién man 6m ap va thong cam sé chia.
“Chuyén gi thé nay?”

“Pay sé xuat hién vGi mot tiéng vang 16n,” Sinead giai thich. “Néu chang
dang dung phai ra di thi cling nén ra di mot cach hoanh trang.”

“Chi phai!” Marina tan dong, phéng ngay di tim bo via kiéu sa nhat ctia

minh.

“Bac Daniella dau?” Frankie lo lang héi, chiu khong thé hiéu ndi sy cdy
ghép tinh cach cta Sinead.

“Di 16i.”
“DPi dau?”

“Dublin. Vi noi nay da ban nén me c6 thé hoan tat thoéa thuan véi
Patrick.”

“Nhung con chi vai chuyén hoc hanh cua chi thi sao?” Frankie lai hoi.
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Cai co Sinead mdi can dam va khang khai ban ndy bong nao ning trudc
diéu nay. Nhung c6 cling diing cam noi, “Day sé hon tam biét Miu Miu va
Missoni, Au revoir v6i cad Alexander McQueen!”

“Qi, Sinead!” Marina th& dai, thd dau ra khoi ctta phong. “May chic
khong day?”

“Chac, day sé khong bam viu vao cai hy vong hdo huyén la dwoc & lai
trvong dau,” Sinead néi, kem thém mot tiéng cuwdi kho khdc. “Tao khong
sai dau... bdi vi tao biét minh dang ditng & dau, va c6 thé dwong dau véi cai
gi. Tao khong cam cy no6i khong phdi vi nhitng diéu tao da biét, ma chinh la
vi nhitng diéu tao nghi ngo.”

Cudi cung thi Frankie ciing da hiéu. “Chi tuyét qua,” c6 nguwéng md
Sinead qua chung.

“Ma trong lai con boc Ita nita ch!” Marina tan dwong thém, roi bién
mat vao phong dé hoan tat cudc bién déi ngoan muc.

“Pa Ban,” Travis noi, nhin chong choc qua quang trwedng dén can nha s6
13.

“U, trd tréu that,” Rob dong tinh, nap ning lwvgng bing mén ca-ri an lién,
chuan bi cho m6t dém di lao dong nang.

“Anh v&i Marina da néi vé viéc ay roi a?” Travis lao khao. Lao khao c6
nghia la anh chang khong that quan tdm dén cau tra 10i cia Rob, ma c0 lai
t6i cau hoi chinh, rang “Sinead dén nhan tin nay thé nao?”

“0, lay Troi. Minh da bao 1a néu nha ban roi thi c6 ay cé thé t6i song &
day.”

Travis thé doc. Cdi gi?

“Pua ti théi!” Rob cudi 16n. “May c6 gai Gucci ay dinh nhau nhu sam.
Marina da bat dau tim mo6t noi mdéi vai Frankie roi.”

“Con Sinead?”
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Rob nguéc 1én khoi mon ca-ri, “Theo nhitng gi minh dwoc biét thi, chu
em a, Sinead sé phai tr@ vé thanh pho Dublin hién hoa.”

“Ha?”

“Rét tiéc!”

Travis nhin vai, “Ma em ciing budng xubi viéc dé roi.”

“Thé thi tot.”

“Y em 13, Sinead dang gip nhiéu van dé va co dy can phai lva chon.”
Lan nay Rob khong noi gi.

“Van dé la sy tin cay. Sinead khong cé long tin,” Travis noi tiép.

Lai im lang.

“Du gi t6i nay em ciing phai lam viéc, chup hinh cho cudc Trién Lam
Nam Ba.”

“Minh ciling thé - phu trach phan nhac cho bubi trung bay. Nhung chirng
nao xong viéc thi minh cung téi vii trvong nhé.”

Nhung Travis khong con nghe thdy gi nita. Minh phdi quén Sinead, anh
tw nht. Hdy quén c6 dy di.

“Cai nay hay cai nay?” Marina wém tht bo chiffon mau chanh ty may lay
va bo xa-tanh mau kem dao trwéc mat Sinead.

“Xa-tanh di,” Sinead bdo. “Di vGi xang-dan Fendi mau hong goét trong
sudt thi hét y.”

“Po6i ma Frankie cho tao 4? Cam on nhé,” Marina lap tirc bién mat dé

choang bo d6 bé sat 1én nhitng duwong cong.

“Xem cai nay oach chwa?” Frankie hoi, hién ra trong chi€c vdy ngan
bang len jexi bo cang mau xanh ndén chudi, c6 dang ten dang trudc, that
luvng den to xu, tat b6 mau den, chen nhitng hoa van ké soc, va doi giay T-

[21. N
bar “"cao mot tac.
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“Pugc day,” Sinead phan. Su6t mot tiéng dong ho vira qua c6 chuwa dam
ngoi xuoéng vi sg nhau mat cai quan so6c ggi cam cua minh.

“OK, vay thi em duyét n6!” Frankie cuoi toe toét. “Toc bdi 1én hay tha
suon?”

“T6i nay anh cé gap Marina khong?” Travis hdi Rob trong khi dang cao
rau.

“Lam xong cai da. Héi chi vay?” Rob dang khuan dan thiét bi am thanh
ctia minh ra hanh lang, chuan bi goi taxi chd dén truwong dai hoc.

“Hai anh chi khong roi nhau dugc. Thé chac chan la yéu r6i!” Travis
tréu.

Rob cwoi to va bam bam s6 trén dién thoai. “Cau biét khong, minh cling
nghi dung la thé day.”

“Xong chua?” Sinead hoi Frankie va Marina.
“Peé t6 son da!” Marina khan khoan.
“Chi c6 chac la em bdi toc cao thi dep hon khéng?” Frankie héi lai.

“Pi thoi!” Sinead giuc gia. Va day 1a man cudi cung, “ Em lam theo cdch
ctia minh !” c6 cat tiéng hat, héa thanh mot Marina khi mé cira trudc va
ding, ai cha , ngay bac thang trén cung.

“Tui minh di dau day?” Marina hoi, trong that muwét mat, 16 dwong cong
goi cam, quyén rii dung y nhu tredc ngay gap Rob.

“Pén treong,” Sinead bdo Marina va Frankie “sac s6”. “Xem cudc Trién
Lam Nam Ba. Tui minh ci* ngang cao dau ma tién vao!”

Anh sang, am nhac, may quay, dién!

Nhitng ngudi mau manh mai quan sodc bd, do litng hai day va kinh ram
cach diéu tda ra san catwalk. Chua dé cua cudc trinh dién nam nay la “Bai
Bién”.
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“Gitta mua dong thang gia!” Rob ct thac mac mai trudc khi dwge chiém
nguong bo swu tap Nhitng Chang Trai Trén Bai Tam. Gio phit nay day chi
con tiéng “Chan-Dong-Vang-D4i” vang 1én trong dau tat cd moi nguoi.

“ Chdn-chdn-dong-dong !” Frankie, Sinead va Marina ditng & cudi hang
31

khan gid, tung hitng theo tiéng nhac retro “*"ctia Rob.

Mot c6 gai nhdy diéu simmy w6t trén san catwalk vGi chiéc mii rom cao
boi va bd 4o dam xoe 16p mau tim hoa ca, mang ung da mau ndu vang. O-
hay!

Tach! Travis thu gon khoanh khac d6 vao mot tam phim.

MGt man trinh dién toan mau trang va xanh ngoc lam, bac va da
tuamalin, xang-dan ddy, dép quai x6 muon sac ndi dudi cd gai no. Tdch-
tach-tach.

“Tuyét qua!” Marina thd ra, sau d6 bat thinh linh lao vé phia trudc, téi
bén nhitng hang ghé ma dam khan gia sinh vién, gido vién va nhitng phu
huynh tu hao vé con minh dang ngoi.

Sinead va Frankie mai mé xem Travis chup hinh nhitng con bup bé trén
san khau nén khong dé y thay. Nhitng Chang Trai Trén Bai Tam dang cat
cao tiéng hat ca ngoi bao niém hitng khéi.

“Nao!” Marina thuc Suzy Atkins.
“Lat nita da!” Suzy lang tranh.

Co6 Claudia va thay Tristan dang ngoi ngay dang trudc Suzy. Co Claudia
quay dau lai, tac luoi.

“ Mau !” Marina cudng bach, kéo Suzy ra khoi ché ngoi. “Sinead dang &
dudi kia vai Frankie. Sy viéc lam sao may phai n6i chinh xac lam vay.”

“Thé nay...” Suzy mé& mom, tiéng nhac bai bién tir thap nién sau muoi lic
nay dang dat diu lam nén.
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Marina, Frankie va Sinead ditng do6i dién v&i Suzy qua mot céi gia treo
nhitng chiéc vay dam may d@, lan gitta ddm ma-no-canh ctia thg may trong
mot phan xudeng ¢ sanh chinh.

“Peé tao ra khoi day!” Sinead phan khang.

Nhung Marina va Frankie da voi ngan lai. “Nghe da nao!” Marina ra
lénh.

“Thé nay diang la ngé ngan qua di,” Suzy 1 6.

“No6i mau!” Marina thuc giuc.

“Roi, roi. Nhitng gi tao néi vé Travis... la khong cé that,” Suzy thi nhan.

Sinead lui sitng ra phia sau, va tring mot con ma-no-canh, khién n6 do
kénh vao mot cai gia mac quan ao.

“Tiép,” Marina ra lénh.

“Travis khong ngt lang nhu tao n6i,” mat Suzy méo xeo, nhu thé dang
dau dén vat va. “Han khong phai loai ngwoi dy. Thuc té, néu bon may mudn
biét... tui tao da cdp véi nhau sau tuan nhwng chwa bao gio ngt véi nhau!”

“Ha!” Frankie bu6t mom.

“Tao da noi thé chi nham lam cho may phat khung 1én th6i,” Suzy bdo
Sinead. Xong, c6 nang quay qua Marina, “Tao di dugc chwa?”

Nhuwng Marina bat Suzy phéi chd. “Nghe hét chwa?” Marina héi Sinead.
“Pa nap vao dau ca chwa?”

Sinead gat. “Thé tao da lam gi may ma may lai hai tao thé?” c6 chat van
Suzy.

“Khong. Khong hé. Nhung tai tao thdy Travis rat nghiém tdc v6i may.”

“Thi ra vi ghen ti,” Frankie bat mach. “Chi vi con nhé nam nhat dep nhat
trrong da cudm mat nguwdi tinh cii cda c6. Chao!”

Suzy hat dau, héi lai, “Tao di dwgc chwa?”
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Cuoc trinh dién da két thic, san catwalk dang dwgc d& di. Trong phong
thay d6, cac c6 ngudi mau bikini run cam cap dang cudng quit moi quan 4o
ban ngay cua minh ra thay.

“Udng gi khong?” Rob ra Travis dang ditng ¢ bén ngoai, trong khi cat
trang thiét bi cia minh vao mot cai tu.

“O, chd em mat phut,” Travis dap. “Dgi em dem may cudn phim nay 1én
phong t6i céi da.”
“Sinead, chd em v@i, em c6 diéu nay can néi véi chi,” Frankie ndi.

Suzy Atkins da chu6n di sau khi bi cho mot v “dep mat”, Marina thi lao
di gitp Rob thu don cac thit cho nhanh.

“Cai gi day - Lai mot sy thu toi nita a?” Sinead c6 dua, nhung dén gio
thong tin tir Suzy dang khuay dong toan than c6 von dang nguy trén doi giay
cao got. Cé that 1a Travis khong hé nga lang?

“Um... that ra c6 diéu nay cit lam em c&n rit sudt tuan nay. Tat ca 1a do
16i tai em... dang 1€ em khong nén lam thé.”

“Tai sao Suzy lai thd nhan nhuw thé?” Sinead lo mo tw hoi, van con mac
can trong phat hién 16n lao dy. “Marina dd lam gi n6?”

“Nghe nay, Sinead...” Frankie cAm thady minh oan xuéng dudi ganh nang
cta nu hén vung trdm. C6 da dau tranh gidng xé trong noi ghen ti va khat
khao, dé roi mai dén phuit cu6i méi tré vé dwgc véi nam gidc quan cda
minh.

“Nay!” Marina ban ngwoc trd lai cho hai ¢6 ban than. Mgt con ma-no-
canh nita d6 nhao. “Sinead, Travis dang & trong phong t6i day. Lén gap han
mau di, co nwong!”

Chac anh dy chdng muén biét dau, Sinead ty thuyét phuc minh khi buéc
vao thang may. Anh dy sé nghi minh la mét dita néng can, quen dug'c nuéng
chiéu, hay ghen tudng.
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Chiéc thang mdy lu ru tién 1én tang nam. Mot tiéng ping vang 1én bao
hiéu da t6i noi.

Minh khéng lam duogc viéc nay dau! Sinead ngai ngan. Ma khéng, do la
Sinead cii - con bé bi n6i nghi ngd va bat an ria réi. Binh tinh coi. Bdng nao
minh cling sé ra di. Nhung chi it thi minh ciing c6 thé lam dwoc moét diéu la
néi loi xin 16i Travis.

Sinead buwdc ra hanh lang sang lu mu, vang hoe. Bat chgt thay bong minh
trong hai canh cira thép béng loang cta thang may, co6 lac dau va héch cam
len. Phong cua Travis la phong thi ba bén trai, c6 anh sang mau xanh la cay
diu lot qua khe ctra.

Hdy noi vdi anh dy la minh xin 10i, va rdng bon minh da tuyét vo cting
cho t&i khi minh hdt do tdt cd. Sinead tap di tap lai cau néi ay trong dau, hit
that sau, sau dé go cwa va di vao.

Travis quay lung ra cita, dang cdt nhitng cudn phim vao nhitng ngan nho
trén ké va can than dan nhan lén. Khi nghe tiéng ctta m@, anh quay lai, dinh
ninh la sé thay Rob.

Sinead ding 16 x¢ & nguwdng cita, nai nit nhv mot hiép si thoi Trung C6,
v6i mii gidp la mai téc vang nhat va do giap la chiéc sg-mi dinh nhitng vong
sequin 1ap 1anh.

“ Hdy ,” Sinead danh tiéng.

“Em sap di ha?” Travis hoi.

Sinead gat dau, “Me Daniella. Tién bac. Anh biét day...”

“That la mot sy phi pham tai nang.”

“Céam on anh.”

“Em dinh s€ lam gi?”

“Song tai nha ¢ Dublin, c6 1€ em sé ghi tén vao mot treong dai hoc trong
vung.”
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Travis gat dau.

“Em t6i dé xin 16i,” Sinead c6 kim nwdc mat. Xem minh dd lam gi... dd
virt cai gi di kia!

Travis 16t phang thai do ho hitng ma budc téi cho Sinead, “Anh biét. Chi
la mot hat nghi ngo bé teo... nhung no la sat thu.”

“Anh biét a?”

“Biét, n6 da xdy ra v6i anh mét lan roi. Hoi & trwong trung hoc, anh da
twédng co ban gai cho minh cam strng nhuwng héa ra khong phai, va dén
chirng nhan ra thi anh da day c6 ay di roi.”

“That ho do,” Sinead thd ra that khé. “Du sao em ciing xin 16i... em thanh
that xin 16i.” B&i vi nhitng gi tui minh da co that tuyét diéu.

“Phai, moi chuyén da tién trién rat t6t dep,” Travis c6 té ra phét tinh,
nhung tim anh chang lai nén thinh thich trong l6ng nguc. Sinead sap ra di...

“Hoan hado chit,” Sinead thé dai, mat hai ngwdi cai vao nhau.

“Pén thé co 4?” Travis lung bung.

Sinead gat dau.

“Phai, ding ro6i,” Travis tién lai gan.

Sinead hon anh, “Em xin 16i, xin 16i.”

Travis hon 1én mat va moi co, “O lai véi anh di. Ching minh sé lam lai
lan nita.”

“Em yéu anh, Travis.”

“Nhung?” Travis héi, ditng Iui lai dé nhin that k§j gwong mat Sinead.
“Hinh nhw anh nghe thdy c6 chi¥ ‘nhung’ trong d6.”

“Nhung em phdi di,” Sinead nhac. “Em khong cé tién riéeng. Em phu
thudc vao me Daniella dé c6 mot mai nha. Va diéu dé dong nghia véi tré vé
Dublin.”
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"Kigu trang diém an twgng, nhan vao doi mat td quang dam day, den,
16ng mi dai - ND.

“Kidu giay miii bit, c6 quai hinh chit T tir ddng tredc cot vong ra sau co
chan - ND.

3 ~ N €< A . 7. ~9y 74 7. . » 7 Y ~ o« A ~
“-Retro nghi la “phuc hoi cai cii”, “tai sinh”, titc la thé hién am nhac
trudce kia theo mot cach mai.
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MUOT CHIN
“Pién thoai!” Marina goi tir sau tit trong tam chan 16ng vit. Khong cach
chi c6 ct dong dwgc mot co bap dé nhac may.
“U,” Rob rén ri. “May gid r6i?”
Marina nheo mat nhin déng hé deo tay. “Muoi gio ba muwoi.”
“Umm,” Rob cam ram, rdc vao sat hon nita.

“Eéé!” dién thoai dudng nhu reng théng vao tai Travis. “Cut di, tao dang

»

ngu.

“Anh khéng trd 10i a?” Sinead map may, canh tay khoa chdt 1dy eo
Travis.

“Khong can.”

“Mudi ruedi roi anh.”

“Qua sém. Anh bu6n ngu.”
©OO

Reng-reng-eng . “Tré 10i cd dién thoai quy quai nay di chit, sao may ba
chi khong tra 10i di nao!” Frankie xi va vao ng nghe.

C0 ngoéng ra quang treong buon tham t¢i nhitng tdm man gio che ra cia
can nha so 45. Travis va Sinead. Rob va Marina. Biét r6i, c6 dang phai xét
doan, can nhac cyc ky can than.

Dan dién thoai xuéng, Frankie choang cai 4o khoac cé mi nhw ctia dan
ong bén ngoai bd pyjamas ctia minh, x6 chan tran vao doi dép xep c6 nhitng
chdm tron to mau hong cia Marina, r6i dung dung bang qua quang treong.

“Troi 0i, khong!” Marina rén ri. “C6 nguoi ngoai ctta hay sao ay.”

“Ga dwa thu dung la gan dé that,” Rob lau bau, 1wdi biéng.
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“Pirng trad 101,” Sinead nan ni, 6m chat 1ay Travis.

“Khong dau. Anh sé ¢ day v6i em mai mai,” Travis hita.

Frankie lui khéi ng6i nha dé ng6 tran 1én nhitng ctra s6 phong ngu.
“Sinead!” Frankie hét, nhat mo6t hon soi dwéi 16i di va ném lén.

Mot chd bé giao bao dap xe ngang qua, cuwdi tham khi thdy do s6ng cta
Frankie.

“Sinead, em sé chét ngay tai day bay gio! Ra khoi giwvong va néi chuyén
vOi em mau, troi oi la troi!”

Sinead nghe thay tiéng vién soi va danh cdch mot cai vao tam kinh ctra
sO thi ng6i bat day ngay. Vira tim tiu tdim chan quan chdt vao nguwdi nhw 6
banh mi quin quanh cay xuc xich, c6 vira budc thap buwéc cao di vé ctra s6
va mo tung ra. “Frankie!”

“0, em day.”

Sinead ngo tran tran xudéng cai hinh hai 16i thoi 1€ch théch dwédi via he.
“Gi thé? Co ai chét a?”

“Khong ai chét cd, em vira méi nhan mot tin tir s¢ nha dat. Chi phai vé
"’

nha, mau lén

“Sao? C6 gi ma loan lén vay?” dang sau Sinead 16 ra mot anh chang
Travis dang then thung cai v6i mdy cai nit 4o.

Frankie dang rong hai tay ra, “D6 la gia dinh Yates - vg chéng cai ong
mua nha ay.”

“Ho lam sao?”
“Ho dang trén duong dén dé do man gi6!”
“Mac ké!” Sinead thé dai.

Nhung dén lic nay Travis da chinh té va lwong tdm anh chang c6 vé da
thang thé, virot ca c6. Sinead cling mac do vao va bat gap mot Marina mat
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lem may ludc & phia bén kia ban bép.

Vira trong thay Sinead, Marina 1ap ttc phan tng nhw c6 mo6t qua bom
vita doi xudng.

“Purng c6 hoi gi ca!” Sinead canh bao c6 ban chung nha.

Nhwng Marina van c hoi, “Sinead, nhan danh ditc Chda nhan ti, may
dang lam cai quai gi ¢ day vay ha?”

“Thi cling nhw may thoi,” Sinead dap tra lai.

“May va Travis... may néi han la di vang réi ma... Nhung... hdy , vay la
tuyét qua roi con gi!”

“Nay, nay hai em!” Rob céat ngang, tay cam tach tra, tay cam banh mi
nuwong. “A, anh di dugc huan luyén ky viéc nha,” anh cuoi twoi roi voi
Sinead trong khi c6 nhin anh va khong tin vao mat minh.

“M@i bao vdi Frankie la tui minh sé c6 mat ¢ nha lic muwoi mot gio,”
Sinead béo cdo lai cho Marina, trong khi phét mitt cam vao mot lat banh mi.
“Ong ba Yates bdo né 1a mudi mot gioy mudi 1dm ho sé t6i.”

“Cd gi phéi ‘tui minh’?” Marina vung vang. “Can phdi cé bao nhiéu sinh
vién thiét ké thoi trang dé do man gio, ha?”

“Té cling khong biét. Thé phai mat bao nhiéu sinh vién thiét ké thoi trang
md&i do dwgc man gi6?” Travis x0c vao bép, nhw trong cho diém nut cho
mau chuyén tiéu lam.

Marina thdy mot miéng banh mi trét day miit vé phia Travis, anh chang
chup lay va an. “Pay khong phai chuyén dua dau,” c6 bdo, ngoac ngoac
mot ngén tay. “Gia dinh Yates lam hong giac ngu ngot ngao cua t6!”

“Ho la nhitng ngudi mua nha phai khong?” Rob hoi lai. Mot cai gat dau
tr Marina. Rob ra mét goc phong va bat dau nhan tin.

“Anh dang nhan tin cho ai vay?” Marina hoi, mat nhem nhu6c mascara tt
tOi qua, toc tai thi trong giong mé c6 kho hon la giong téc cia mot c6 dao
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Hollywood.

“MAy dta ban tho6i,” Rob am t, giat phat lai chiéc dién thoai truéc khi
Marina kip doc.

“06, 6ng Bi Hiém!” Marina chong gheo 16i quay qua Sinead. “Panh vay,
néu tui minh budc phai lam cai vu do man gié nay thi hay di théi,” c6 thé
dai. “Va lai tao mat y chi séng roi!”

“Minh da mua loai vai t6i hai mwoi bang mot mét day,” ba Yates ndi véi
chong. “Cai ctra so chia ra nay sé can it nhat hai muwoi lam mét, cong véi
vai 16t, vay tinh so so cling mat bay hay tam tram bang chi cho mot cai cira
sO nay thoi.”

Ong Yates kéu chin chit nhw con chudt méic bay, “Thé con nhitng cai cii
thi sao?”

“Jason!” ba Yates thd dai, li€c nhin Sinead, Frankie va Marina dé mong
nhan dugc sy dong cam vé bd 6c bé teo cua dan 6ng.

Marina ngéap. Frankie gai c6. Sinead khong thé xua n6i nhitng hinh dnh
dém qua va hoi thd ém &i ctia Travis pha 1én ma c6 khi c6 nga xuong goi
cta anh lan thit hai.

“Qua that, ching t6i da quén hoi... Gia nha ma ching ta da thoa thuan co
bao gém ca tham va man gi6é khéng?” 6ng chong héi Sinead.

“Chac la c6,” Sinead néi kém véi mét cai gat dau lo dang.

“Kinh khing qua!” Frankie dau kho thi tham v&i Marina, khi nhitng
nguwoi mua nha di tw phong nay sang phong khac, lam lam cay thuac ky
thuat trong tay. “Tui minh v6 gia cw that r6i. Hay doi mat di... nhitng c6 gai
Gucci sap dén hoi thé tham r6i!”

R06-0-0 r6-0-0!

“Vi chi la ba phay bdy mét nhan mot phay nam mét,” ba Yates néi ong
ong, at ca tiéng dong co dang rong 1én trén quang truong.
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Run-un-un-un! Hon chuc chiéc xe m6 t6 bong loang tao thanh mot doan
diéu hanh tir phia bac di t6i.
“M0ot phay nam hay mot phay chin?” 6ng Yates hét hai lai.

Nhitng c6 may hién ra theo doi hinh trang trong, hét nhw phi doi Nhitng

e A e 1L a e o
Miii Tén Po " dang biéu dien. Run-un-un-un!
“Cai...?” 6ng Yates phan doi.

Marina, Sinead va Frankie nhoai nguwdi ra mot 6 cira s6 phong ngu. Trong
nhdy mat Marina da nhan ra chiéc Kawasaki mau bac ctia Rob & dang truéc
doan quan mac doé da bo sat. Mui xang ngat thd bao trum khong khi.
“Khong, troi oi, lai nita!” Marina ru 1én, phan &ng nhanh nhu den flash.

“Ha?” Frankie 16 ngg.

“ Suyt !” Marina canh béo. “Bon Ac Quy DBia Nguc m'da”iy!” Co lap tirc
chuyén tong va copy chinh xac giong miii ra vé that vong v6 bién ctia ba
Daniella. “Sang Cha nhat nao bon no6 ciing tu tdp ¢ ddy. Ma chang hiéu sao
canh sét lai khong ra tay v6i bon chiing né co chit - tat cd moi ngwdi quanh
day déu da goi dién bao canh sat mai roi!”

“Ha?” Frankie nhiu may.

Run...run! Muwoi hai chiéc xe 1.000 phan khoi xé phang bau khong khi
yén tinh ngay Chu nhat.

“Ma t6i nao chang thé!” Marina cuwong diéu ra mat. “Pung héi tao tai sao
bon chung lai chon gap nhau trén quang truong Walgrave nay. May nghi

"9

coi, thiéu gi noi cho bon dua xe mo t6 dan dum

“Qi quy than thién dia 0i!” ba Yates hai huing thét 1én, dwa hai tay bit chat
tai.

Poéng mot vai dién dé doi, Marina thd dai va lac dau, “Pirng lo... hai bac
sé sém quen vdi diéu do thoi!”
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“Om, hdy séng di hoa vi quy,” Sinead dé& thém, sau khi bi Marina thic
nhe mot ci vao be suwon. A, cudi cling thi ¢6 da hiéu ra.

“Chéau nghi 1a nén dung nut 16 tai thwong xuyén,” Frankie bdo 6ng ba
Yates, giQ thi ca c6 cling hiéu ra. “Hai bac sé thady d& hon nhiéu moi khi bon
ching lang vang dén day vao ban dém.”

Ong Yates nhan mot cai ntt trén cay thude kim loai dang kéo dai ra. Cac
cO gai nhin cai thwdc tr tw rut lai, thut vao cai hop nhya mau xanh la cay.
“Di mau, ra khoi day thoi,” ong ta bao vg.

“Kinh hoang lam sao!” ba Yates la bai bai. “Pay dich thi la chi tiét ma
bon nhan vién s& nha dat da c6 y khong dé cap t6i.” Ba ta liéc nhin lan cudi
cung vé phia doan xe ham ho duwdi dwong. “Bon lvu manh. Li dia nguc tran

»
!

gian

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Sinead hoi nhan vién s& nha dat mét cach ngay tho
khi c0 goi dién vao gio uéng tra hom do.

Truwéc day, ong thg da dén va lai thay déi tdm bién. Ong ta g& tdm bién
Da Ban di dé mot 1an nita bay ra tam bién Nha Ban & bén duéi.

“Gia dinh Yates da rut lai dé nghi,” nhan vién s& nha dat giai thich, giong
khinh khinh. “Pirng héi t6i tai sao, ma t6t hon la c6 hdy bao véi me 6 rang
ngoi nha da qua han niém yét trén thi truong.”

“ Tuyét !” Frankie ddm mot qua vao khong khi. Thing lgi! It nhat diéu
nay sé cho cac cd6 mot it khong gian dé thé.

Pong thoi Marina ciing tang luén cho Rob mot nu hon dai biét on. “Déi

',’

khi anh la thién tai d6, Rob Evans, va em yéu anh!” c6 niing nju.

Sinead bdo v6i nhan vién s@ nha dat rang c6 sé lam cai diéu ma chi ta yéu
cau, roi gac may. “Me Daniella sé khong vui cho ma xem,” Sinead canh bao
v@&i hai co ban.

“Nhwng anh thi vui,” Travis bdo, 6m 14y c6, trong khi Frankie chay ram
ram vao bép va am 1 khui mét chai regu vang an mirng. “Diéu d6 c6 nghia
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la chtrng nao ng6i nha con dé bién ban, chitng d6 em sé con theo cac chi!”

"Red Arrows: doi bay biéu dién nhao 16n ctia Khong luc Hoang gia Anh
quoc - ND.

““Nguyén ban 1 “Hell’s Angel”: vin héa Hell’s Angels bit dau & My tir
sau thé chién thit Hai do linh My tré vé nhen nhém - nhitng ké di xe phan
khoi 16n, an mac ham ho, xam minh, wa tu tap. Ho lu6n bi lién twéng dén
nhitng bang nhom tdi pham c6 t6 chiéc va dinh dén ma tdy. Vé sau Hell’s
Angels lan téa khap thé gi6i, ho c6 thé 1a nhom nguwdi binh thuwong, c6 khi
la nhitng t6 chitc thién nguyén. V&i nguoi gia, ho la con am anh ac quy.
Cénh sat thuvong e ngai ho - ND.
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HAI MUOI
Marina dang noi véi toan thé gidi - day la tiéng noi cia Marina!

“Lai blog,” Frankie cau nhau. “Chi ay ghién mat r6i,” c6 bdo Travis va
Rob.

Chiéu Chua nhat. Ca bon xtm xit trong ng6i nha s6 13. Hai chang trai
xem bong da trong khi cac co gai thay phién nhau ra canh chirng xem c6
ngwoi mudn mua nha nao dén nita khong.

“Em nghi néu minh mudn thi cai meo Ac Quy Dia Nguc sé con hiéu
nghiém nhiéu lan nita,” Sinead néi. “Chiéu dé cong véi viéc me Daniella ra
gia qua cao.”

“Gifr dugc cang lau cang tot,” tat cd moi nguwoi cung tan dong.

Bon t¢ van con & lai quang treong Walgrave - Marina gé phim. Pa xem
cuoc Trién Lam Nam Ba hom thit Sau - nhan nhan cac em trén bai tam. Pa
quyét dinh tan cong nhitng canh ctra to vo clia cac nha thoi trang nhitng
nam ba muoi cho dy an ké tiép ctia cd nhan minh. Balenciaga, Coco

Chanel. TG sé thiét ké mot chudi trang phuc mua thu 1dy y twdng tir nhitng
b0 suu tap sang trong. Ui chao!

“Nha truong bdo sé dwa tui minh di Paris vao mua xuan,” Frankie tho
Vao.

Truwong sé t6 chitc mot chuyén di xem trinh dien thoi trang mua
xuan 6 Paris - Marina ngoan ngodn go ban phim.

“U, va doan coi ai sé khong c6 mat & do,” Sinead rén ri.

“Hiém doc hét biét!” Rob thét vang. “Cau c6 thay ga hau vé Y dé phong
tha kiéu gi khong?”

Sinead néi, doan coi ai sé khong c6 mat & dé - Marina viét vao blog.
Sau d6 c6 dwa ra mot quyét dinh chan dong thé gigi. Thé nay, moi nguai
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0i... Pay la bai viét cuéi cing cuia té - cd gd phim. O thi, t6 biét minh
dang b6 hirng mot cau chuyén phiéu lvu dai tap - liéu Sinead sé ¢ lai
hay ra di? Va cac ban sé khong bao gio biét cau tra loi, nhung van de
1a, t6 con nhiéu viéc hay ho hon dé lam vao liac nay.

“Phat bong chiz, trong tai!” Rob gam 1én, dong nam tay xuong mat ban ca
phé Ikea.

Chang han nhu cap ké v6i anh chang tuyét voi, dep trai, tai nang, rong
lwgng, thong minh cua té...

“Khiép!” Frankie doc cau cudi cung dang hién ra trén man hinh. Gia vo
phun ra nhitng tiéng noén oe r6i bo di.

Frankie kéu khiép - Marina lai viét vao blog. Nhwng day la 1oi tam
biét tdi tat ca cac ban. T¢ can phai di son méng chan va goi dau. Du gi
di chang nita, ai ma can worldwide web khi nguoi ta dang yéu co
chi!!!

“Em chwa can phéi déng go6i voi co ma?” Travis ndi vGi Sinead. Ca hai
dang & trén phong cua Sinead. Travis nhin c6 16i hét quan do ra khoi ta va
gdp can than lai trudc khi xép vao va-li.

“Vé mat ly thuyét thi khong. Nhung em dang c6 gang doi mat véi su that.
Khong con treong dai hoc, khong con quang treong Walgrave.”

“Thé con bon minh?” Travis hai.

Sinead lac dau, “Em khong biét, Travis.” Lai nita roi, van la nhitng diéu
“khong biét” hat c6 khéi cai thé can bang, day co lui xa mot budc khéi
chang trai ma c0 yeéu.

Lan nay Travis da doc dugc cac dau hiéu, “Quai gd& nhi, cai trang thai 14p
ltng nay...”

“Um ”»

“Pat cai do xudng di em.”
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Sinead tha céi 4o vest xuong givong.

Travis quang tay quanh ngudi Sinead va ap dau co6 vao vai minh. “Em oi,
anh wdc gi moi thit troi hét di xong quach cho r6i.”

©00O

“Khong dugc!” Marina rit ra.

“Em da lam vay ddy!” Frankie thu toi.

Sinead va Travis dang & trén lau. Rob vira ra ngoai mua mot td bao.
“May da hon Travis?”

Frankie gat dau, “Em biét... em nén tim mét goc khuat va ty ban minh
mot phat cho ro6i.”

“ Khi nao ?” Marina hach hoéi.

“ Suyt ! Tuan trwdc. Luc Sinead dang lam ra vé nhw khong biét Travis la
ai, va em vira md&i dd Lee. Travis that sy tit té€ v6i em. Em tinh c& gap anh
ay trén quang truong va anh ay ri em vao nha uong ca phé, em da xiéu long
va.... 0i, dirng hoi em da lam gi, em khong biét!”

“Tao khong thé tin la may lai lam thé, Frankie, sau cai lan may xia x6i
tao tGi tap vi téi vO tinh hon hit Travis tai bita tiéc cua tui minh!” Bén day,
Marina ctrng ham khong noi gi dugc nira.

“Van dé 1a, em luén cam thdy bit rit vé diéu do sudt ca tuan nay. Em c@
c6 cam giac rang minh da xen vao chiém ban trai cia ngwoi ban than nhat.
Nhung d6 dau phai 1a em... em khong lam thé!”

“May da lam,” Marina lang 1. “Nhung Sinead khong biét.”

Frankie lac dau, “H6m no em da suyt tha that véi chi dy...”

“Sai lam!” Marina cat ngang cai xoet. “Qua sai lam!”

“Cai gi? Y chi 1a khong nén néi v6i Sinead a?” Frankie nhdn mit.
“Nhung em thdy kinh khiing qua.”
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“Theé thi di 1én ma x0 toet hét cho Sinead biét di, rang may da to ti te vdi
thang ay, dé cho may dé chiu!” Marina xi va, bat chgt thdy Rob dau xe
ngoai céng. “Y hay nhi... ditng hong !”

“Phai,” Frankie cham rai. “Khong hay ti nao, ding khong?”

“May ct* néi véi Sinead di, dé may thay nhe nhom, con sau dé thi n6 thay
muon tu tr.”

“Vay la im lu6n ha?”

“Pung!” Marina nghe c6 tiéng ctta tredc md. “Khong bao gio dugce thé
ra v@i bat et mot sinh linh nao... hiéu chwa?”

“Khoa miéng!” Frankie noi, lam diéu bo niém phong cai miéng minh lai.
“Khong mot 10i.”

Va thinh linh, la chwa, mac du quyét dinh sé gidu Sinead cai bi mat do
nhung Frankie lai cdm thdy thanh than hon.

“M0ot to6i mé say ndao do!” Marina hat.

Nhitng gio phut cudi cung cta budi chiéu Chu nhat truedc khi trdi sap toi,
va mot chau tai quan Alex.

“Thoi di, Marina!” Frankie nai ni. Lay Chua, ba chi nay dung la dién
khung khiép khi dang yéu.

“ Co lé anh sé gdp moét nguoi la... co 1é anh sé gdp mot nguoi la, g-i-ir-a
can phong d-6-n-g...!”

Rob va Travis dang choi bi-a ¢ dang xa trong phong. Marina, Sinead va
Frankie tim tum bén mot may swdi cho am.

“Travis rat tot,” Sinead thti nhan. “Anh ay n6i anh ay sé t¢i Dublin tham
day thuong xuyen.”

“Nguoi tot ma,” Frankie lau bau. Marina liéc Frankie mot cdi sac 1ém.
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“Nhung tui nay khong mudén may di!” Marina phan déi. “Tui minh gi6ng
nhv Ba chang linh ngy 1am - Arthos, Porthos va Thingummy!”

“Trwong Thoi trang Trung tdm la cho cta chi.” Luc loi sau trong gié xach
tim dién thoai, Frankie nhan ra khong phdi ti€éng dién thoai cia minh, dién
thoai cuia c6 da tat roi. “Chac la cua chi ddy,” co6 bao Sinead.

“ M6t t6i mé say nao dé !” Marina lai ngam nga.

C6 1 tin nhan mai - Sinead doc. C6 nhan nut “ Hién thj ”. Daniella, trén
man hinh hién ra. Sinead nhan tiép. Patrick da sat 16.

Sinead tha dién thoai xuéng mat ban. Marina va Frankie nghén c6 doc tin
nhan.

“Bac dy nhan ‘Patrick da sat 16’ nghia la sao?” Frankie hoi.
“Goi cho me may di!” Marina hang hai.

V6i nhitng ngoén tay qua run ray dén noi khong thé bam ding cac phim
ngay trong lan dau, Sinead goi cho me.

“0, cung oi, tin tot lanh!” ba Daniella néi ngay. “Nhung nghe nay, me
dang ban. Mot tiéng nita con goi lai nhé?”

“Khong!” Sinead cwong quyét, ban ngd mdi cua c6 troi day. “Noi cho
con biét ngay di. Con can biét.”

“Roi roi, nhung phéi cyc nhanh day. Ong luat su tuyét voi ciia me tinh
khon hon tén thay cdi ba xu New York cta Patrick nhiéu. Ong dy ddm
ching vao goc twong va budc Patrick phdi ttr bé tat ca moi yéu sach vé ngoi
nha ¢ Dublin.”

“Ho6i nao?” Sinead thd doc.

“Hom qua, hinh nhv vay, hay la thit Sdu gi day. Tom lai 1a, me thira
quyén doi chia mot nita nhitng dau tw vao thi trwong chitng khoan cua
Patrick, diéu do6 khién cho ching phai nghi lai ngdi nha & Dublin. Thé day
con a, chung ta da thoa thuan xong!”
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“Chao!” tay Sinead run ban.
“Con con ¢ do chit? Me phai di day, cung.”
“Me... thé con quang tredng Walgrave?”

“N6 lam sao? Oi, dirng lo, me sé& goi cho s& nha dat va yéu cau g& né
khoi bang niém yét ngay day.”

“Thé con treong dai hoc?” Sinead cam thay nhw sgi day thit chat lay
nguc minh dang tw ttv nGi 1ong ra.

“Ctt ¢ lai ddy, con yéu qui, ¢ lai di! Hay trd thanh nha thiét ké thgi trang
néu nhw dé la diéu con mong muén.”

“Tat nhién,” Sinead swéng ron. Tré thanh mot Moschino hay Phoebe
Philo ké tiép, sanh vai v6i Ungaro va Jimmy Choo - ¢6 chi muén cé vay
thoi.

Chinh Frankie la nguoi da thong bao céi tin sot déo dy cho Travis va
Rob.

Bich! Rob dut qua bong den vao tii quan.

“Sinead & lai duwgc ro6i!” Frankie hét to.

“Em dua a!” Travis néi, khi Sinead tia dén va nga vao vong tay anh.
Frankie mim cwdi, va Marina 6m cham 14y Frankie.

Cung nhau, cd ddm roi quan Alex va chay 1én d6i vé quang truong
Walgrave.

Travis gidt tdim bién Nha Ban xudng roi nhat n6 tr dwdi dat 1én. Anh
chang thay no6 vao sot rac bén canh cai hang rao go soi.

“Sinead ¢ lai dugc r6i!” Marina hét to gilta quang treong vang tanh.

“Yeah !” cé bon cung huia theo Marina va dam vao khong khi.

Sinead chay lén bac thang trén cung va dang rong tay, “Ta @ lai duoc

r6i!” co sung swéng hét vang.
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“Tuyét!” Marina va Frankie thd ra, khi ca hai chay 1én ding canh Sinead,
vong tay quang qua vai co ban, r6i ca ba ngo6i phét xuéng bac thém ma hét
la khoai chi.

Nhitng hang cay t6i sam ré nwdc mwa, anh sang long lanh lot qua nhitng
btrc man gié khép ho. Cudi cung cd nam ban tré cung buéc vao nha.

Thoat cdi, tiéng nhac da tr6i bénh bong khap quang truong. Lai mbt dém
nita, lai mot bita tiéc tai nha nita. Bita tiéc tai nha cua cd nhom bon ho.
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* Trong tiéng Anh nghia ctia nhitng t*r nay ham y tréu cgt, xic pham.
Egghead dung dé chi nhitng nguwdi rat thong minh nhung thuwong chi quan
tam dén chuyén hoc thuat, sach vé.(Tw nay dugce hinh twgng hoa, do nhitng
nguoi dugc coi la thong minh, uyén bac thwong co6 tran cao trong nhu hinh
qua tring!. Nerd la tv dwgce dung dé co tinh si nhuc nguwdi nao dé vé hinh
thic bén ngoai hodc trong cach xtt ngoai xa hoi. Nerd con c6 nghia la nguoi
qua thién vé khoa hoc ky thudt va khéng mang chi dén chuyén khac.
(Microsoft Encarta Reference Library 2002) * Trong tiéng Anh nghia cua
nhitng tir nay ham y tréu cgt, xic pham. Egghead dung dé chi nhitng nguoi
rat thong minh nhung thuwong chi quan tam dén chuyén hoc thuat, sach vo.
(Tt nay dwoc hinh twgng héa, do nhitng nguwoi dugce coi la thong minh,
uyen bac thuwong co tran cao trong nhuw hinh qua tréng!. Nerd la twv dugc
dung dé co tinh si nhuc ngwoi nao do vé hinh thitc bén ngoai hodc trong
cach xtr ngoai xa héi. Nerd con c6 nghia la nguwdi qua thién vé khoa hoc ky
thuat va khong mang chi dén chuyén khac. (Microsoft Encarta Reference
Library 2002) * D6i tay cia vua Midas: theo than thoai Hy Lap, vua Midas
c6 hai ban tay ky diéu. Moi thit ma vua cham tay vao déu bién thanh vang
cho du 6ng c6 muén hay khong. * Bénh Hodgkin (Hodgkin’s disease): mot
can bénh roi loan ac tinh do sy né 16n cua cac hach bach huyét va 14 lach,
va doi lic ca gan. Bénh nay dugc dac tén theo bac si diéu tri nguwdi Anh,
thomas Hodgkin (1798 — 1866) * Massively parallel [processor]: Thuat ngi
dung trong nganh dién toan dé chi mot bo xtr 1y song song cé kha nang thyc
hién cting mat lic trén mot ngan phép tinh khac nhau. (1) Pham vi nho nhat
clia cac tang so dién tir cau thanh mot dai bang va bén trong dai bang nay
mot tin hiéu dac biét dwgc truyén di thong sudt. N6i mot cach khac,
bandwidth 1a khéi lwgng théng tin cé thé dugc goi di trong cac duong
truyén lién lac: bang théng. 1. Sigment Freud, nguwdi da khai xwdng va xay
dwng bo mén phan tam hoc, dva trén cac y twdng cho rang doi song tinh
than chi phoi trén ca hai cap y thitc va vo thitc, va cac bién c6 thoi tho au c6
anh hwéng manh vé mat tdm ly trong sudt cudc doi. 3. Holy Grail: 1a giai
phap cong ty Dell goi la séng vo tuyén (radio) thong minh hay radio dwa
trén phan mém cho phép tich hgp 802.11 va di dong trong mét thiét bi va n6
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chuyén doi ty dong. 4. tablet: Thiét bi dugc dung dé nhap théng tin vé vi tri
cta hinh do6 hoa trong cac &ng dung k¥ thuat, thiét ké va minh hoa. Mot mat
phang hinh chit nhat bang nhya dwoc trang bi cung véi mot thiét bi tro
(puck) hodc mot cay but - con goi la but tram ( stylus) — va bo phan dién t
cam nhan dé bao cdo vi tri ctia dau but cho may tinh, dién dich dit liéu nay
thanh vi tri con tré trén man hinh. 5. modeling : (1) St dung may tinh dé
mo tad hanh vi cia m6t hé thong. Thi dy, cdc chuwong trinh bang tinh c6 thé
duwgc dung dé thao tac véi cac dit liéu tai chinh biéu thi tinh hinh va hoat
dong ctia mot cong ty, dung dé phat trién cac ké hoach va dv an kinh doanh,
hodc dung dé danh gia tac dong cta nhitng thay do6i dugc dy bao doi vdi cac
hoat dong kinh doanh va tinh trang tai chinh cua cong ty. (2) St dung may
tinh dé mo td bang hinh thitc toan hoc cac déi twgng vat ly va cdc méi quan
hé khong gian gitta ching. Thi du, cac chwong trinh CAD dwgc dung dé
biéu dién trén man hinh cac déi twong vat ly nhw cong cu, toa nha van
phong, cac phan tt phic tap va xe 0 t6. Cac mo hinh nay dung cac cong
thitc dé tao ra duong thang, duwong cong va cac hinh thé khac va dat cac
hinh thé nay vao vi tri twong quan chinh xac véi nhau va véi khong gian hai
chiéu hodc ba chiéu ma chiing dwgc vé ra. 1. stock option: thuat ngit trong
thi truong chitng khoan noéi dén mot hinh thitc thong dung ctia cong ty co
phan dung dé thwéng hay bu dap cho nhan vién cta minh. Nhan vién dugc
cho mé6t hgp dong option chitng khoan dé mua c6 phan cong ty theo mot
gid nao do (bang hodc dwéi gia thi truong vao thoi diém tang option) trong
mot khodng thoi gian an dinh bang nam. 2. C6 phiéu phéan chia: thuat ng
trong thi truong chitng khoan chi sy gia tang sé c6 phan dang lwu hanh cua
mot cong ty ma khong thay doi von cua c6 dong hay thay doi tong so tri gia
thi truong vao thoi diém phan chia. Mot don vi quan déi co-dac gom mot
tram nguoi (hodc hon) twong duwong véi mot dai doi ky binh. Phai Dan Tuay
('Bét dai va Ty do') bién tich kinh thanh. Balaam la mét phéap sw c6 con ltra
cai mot hom bong dung cat tiéng néi nhw nguwoi, dé phan khang roi vot.
'Con ltra Balaam' 1a mot thanh ngit thwong dung dé chi nhitng nguwdi von
nhan nhuc, it néi nhung dén mot lic nao day lai dot nhién 1én tiéng phan
khang quyét liét. Mot gido phai & Nga, ly khai v6i gido hdi chinh gido.
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Nguyén van la Veliki Mogol (Mong c6 dai vong), twdc hiéu ctia nha vua
do triu dinh Mong c6 dit ra dé cai tri An do trong thoi ky Moéng thudc
(1526-1858). Mot cach dich khac dau dé cudn sach theo nguyén van Nga.
Bitc hoa Nhitng ngudi kéo thuyén trén song Volga, ciia danh hoa Nga Ré-
pin, thé ky XIX Mot chir co cta van ti Nga da bi bai bo va thay bang chit E
sau 1917. Vung rong khong c6 ritng cay & mién cwc Bac; quanh nam bang
gia, can coi, chi moc nhitng bui cdy nho. Sinh vién truong v6 bi dugce coi
dang tong ngil quan doi thudng tric. Xo-viét dai biéu. Uy ban cach mang.
Trong nguyén ban: 'cé ti€éng chim da da gdy: 'Xapt’para’ (Cau nay mo
phong tiéng gy don diéu, nghe dé buén ngu, cia chim da da: lai ¢6 nghia la
'dén gio di ngu r6i'). Thwa quy 6ng quy ba (t.Phap). Hoc sinh treong vo bi
trung cap chuan bi cho con em quy toc vao trwong vé bi cao cap hodc ra
lam si quan cdp dwédi. Trong d6 quan trong nhat la quyén s& hitu dat dai
dwgc hwdng tron doi, do chinh pht Sa hoang ban cho dan c6-dac khéng cé
dat vao nam 1883. Txu-Sima, mot hon dao trén eo bién Triéu tién. Nam
1904, gan dao nay c6 xay ra mot tran thuy chién 16n gitta hai ham doi Nga,
Nhat; trong d6 ham doi Nga do do6 doc Réjdextvenxki chi huy da bi that bai
nang né. '"Mét qua, lam on giat cho t6i!" (tiéfng Pic xen tiéng Nga tro tre
trong nguyén van). Nguoi trir ta. Lé ¢ truyén cua Xlavo. Trong tiét nay
nguoi ta thwong don tiéc banh va t6 chirc vui choi. Blin 1a mot thit banh lam
bang bot lodng trang vang bang bo. Phai Xlavophil la mot trao lvu tw twdng
& Nga vao khodng gitra thé ky XIX, cha trwong tdp hop cac dan toc Xlavo
lai dwéi quyén lanh dao cua nwéc Nga, trai vGi cac phai tdy hoc, ho khang
dinh rang nhan dan Nga c6 mot phwong hwéng phat trién riéng khac han cac
dan toc phwong Tay. Sic transit gloria mundi (Hw vinh cuda tran thé tr6i di
nhw vay day) (t. Latinh). Nguwdi 'phwéce 16c' 1a hang ngwdi hoi ngdy dai ma
tin ngwdong dan gian coi la nhitng nguwdoi da dwoc Thuwgng dé chon lwa cho
cudc song diém phtc trén thién dwong. Apocalypxix la mot thién trong
Kinh Thanh ta nhitng canh vat hét sitc hoang duwdng, quai dan. Dan Moxkva
(theo tiéng dia phuwong). Kean Edmund (1787 - 1833). Dién vién Anh noi
tiéng chuyén déng cac vai bi kich ctia Shakespeare. Mii hinh cai soong c6
ngu & trén, thwong dung ¢ cac nwdc can dong. Vi Pasa c6 chéng, cho nén
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trong ho chiéu dé tén ho la'Téléghina Parya Pmitrievna'. Vi vay vién dai
doi trudng mabi hoi ho ctia bd nang (néu nang la con gai chwa chong thi tén
ho trong hd chiéu - 'Bulavina Parya Dimitrievna' sé cho biét bd nang la ai.
Linh muc va tu si & Nga dé téc rat dai. That ra Pétrovna la phu danh chw
khong phai la tén. N6 c6 nghia 1a 'con gai ong Piotr'. Nhw vay la rut cuc ta
van khong biét tén ba cu la gi. ti‘c mé6t tén bach vé (trong ngon ngit cia tho
phi Makhno). La Jucunda, chan dung néi tiéng do Léonard6é de Vintsi Veé.
Cau bé Pari Ban than mén (tiéng Phéap). Trong bd tiéu thuyét nay, chiing toi
tam dung mot hé thong thuat ngit chi cdc don vi quan doi nhu sau: quan
doan (armya-armée), 1% doan (korpux-corps d’armée), sv doan (divizya-
division), dai doan (brigada - brigade), trung doan (polk-régiment), tiéu
doan, (batalyon-bataillon), v.v. (N.D.) Dung dé dun bép 11. Viét tat cua
Microsoft Network. 1\. Sa Tru: tiéng Anh la amake charinist pig - chi
nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia ton sung nam gidi mot cach cwc doan. 12.
Nguyén van (32 & & 3) Truyen thuyét ké lai thdi Xuan Thu c6 Lai T,
rat hiéu thuan, bay mwoi tudi réi cé Iic van mac quan ao sac sd, gia thanh
tré con dé choc cha me cwdi vui. Vé sau trd thanh dién c6 chi nguwdi con
hiéu thuan vdi cha me. 13. Mot hinh thitc hén nhan ctia nguwdi Ma Thoa toc
Nap Tay ¢ Van Nam, 'tdu hon' la trai chwa vg, gai chwa chong, nam nit
chung song vdi nhau & trong gia dinh mau hé caua minh, la hén nhan do sy
'di' cia nam gidi ma thyc hién. Dang trai budi téi dén dang gai & mot dém,
sang sGm hom sau vé lai nha minh, hai bén déu khong phai thanh vién trong
gia dinh doi phuwong. 2. Sa Tru: tiéng Anh la amake charinist pig - chi
nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia ton sung nam giGi mot cach cuc doan. 3. Ly
Gia Han: Hoa hau Hong Kong, ngdi sao dién anh noi tiéng xinh dep, két
hon vGi dai gia Hita Tan Hudng. 4. Cau noi cia Manh Tw, nghia la 'ké c6
tai san thi méi cé tdm long, vé sau dwgc dung véi y nghia ngudi cé thuce luc
kinh t€ md&i c6 thé 6n dinh. 5. Vwong Diéu Luan: sinh nam 1917, 1a nguoi
dan toc Miéu, nguwdi Thai Giang - Quy Chau, tirng nam giit nhitng chitrc vu
quan trong ¢ tinh Quy Chau sau khi nwéc Cong hoa Dan cha Nhan dan
Trung Hoa thanh 1ap. 6. Vivienne Westwood: Nha thiét ké thdi trang nguoi
Anh, ba ndi tiéng vd&i mai toc dé va phong céach thiét ké doc ddo. 7. Bruce

https://thuviensach.vn



Lé la tén tiéng Anh cda Ly Tiéu Long. 8. Dém dai dang dang, khong c6 tam
tw nao dé ngu. 9. Vwong Gia Vé: (17/7/1958 - nay) la dao dién, bién kich,
nha san xuat ndi tiéng cta dién anh Hong Kéng. Ong ciing 1a dao dién phim
nghé thuat hang dau cua Hong Kong tir thap nién 1990 dén nay, ti'ng doat
gidi Pao dién xuat sac nhat Lién hoan phim Canner 1997. 10. Truic t6n: mét
loai thye vat ky sinh trén cay tric. 14. Bon vi tién té ctaa Tiép Khac. 15. Tén
mot mén an. Dan Tumog, m6t nha tho kiém nha van noi tiéng, nguwdi My da
den, sinhtai Hoa Thinh P6n nam 1894. Lang & Nam Phi Chau c6é hang rao
vay quanh. Nguwoi da den ¢ Nam Phi, thugc dong ho Bautu. Thi si Poringon
(1789 - 1834) nguoi xi To Cach Lan sinh trudng trong mot gia dinh nong
dan. Nam 1819 6ng sang Nam Phi Chau va khong tr& vé nita. Toan bd tho
ctia ong déu viét vé doi séng va phong canh & Nam Phi Chau. Tén goi
nhitng ngudi sinh ra & Au chau nhung 1ap nghiép l1au doi ¢ Nam Phi Chau,
va Nam Phi tr¢ thanh qué hvong cua ho. Tén hai tinh ¢ Lién bang Nam Phi.
Tén goi nhom thay tha Ha Lan va bon lai bu6n Ha Lan d6 bo vao vinh Kép
nam 1652 va thiét 1ap mot hdi cang & d6. Mot nhom nguwoi theo ta dao, xwa
danh chiém mo6t mién & gan tinh Kép. (N.D.) mot thanh pho 16n & Lién
bang Nam Phi (N.D.) mién cao nguyén & Nam Phi Chau, mua tanh rudng
dat kho can khong cé nwdc. Mot dong bang Anh c¢6 20 silinh. Mét silinh cé
12 xu (N.D.) Caoti Cunlan (Countee Cullen), sinh nam 1903, mot nha tho
16n ngwoi My da den. Nhitng sinh vién nay la nguwdi da trang song & Nam
Phi. (N.D.) bay la mot thit regu gidng vi regu bia ma nhan dan dia phwong
thich uéng, nhung c6 ludt cdm ndu va uong, nén phai uéng tham lén. Tru s&
B0 Qudc phong Hoa Ky (ND). Nguyén van: Catch-22 — chi nhitng tinh
hudng con nguwdi khong thé dat dwgc mong mudn vi lam trai quy luat théng
thwong. Thanh ngi nay xudt phat tir cuén sach cung tén xudt ban nam 1961,
do tiéu thuyét gia My Joseph Heller viét vé Thé chién II. Nhan vat chinh
trong cudn sach rat sg bi giét nén tim cach thuyét phuc cac si quan rang anh
ta bi dién dé khoi phéi lai may bay ném bom. Tuy nhién, cac si quan biét
rang nhitng ai biét minh s¢ hai la nhitng ké hoan toan tinh tdo. Vi thé anh
chang nay van phai lai may bay ra tran (ND). Aristotle (384 TCN — 322
TCN) la nha triét hoc va bac hoc thdi Hy Lap 6 dai, la hoc tro cta Plato va
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thay day cta Alexander Pai dé. Ong dwoc xem la nguoi dit nén méng cho
mon ly luan hoc. Cung véi Plato va Socrates, Aristotle la mot trong ba tru
cOt cia van minh Hy Lap c6 dai (ND). Bao Phuc sinh: mgt hon dao & Chi-
8. Cay coi trén dao bi chinh cw dan song & dé chat pha dé lam nha, dot
Itra. .. khién cho ritng ngay cang can kiét, dat trong trot x6i mon dan, cw dan
roi vao tinh trang doi kém trién mién (ND). Nghi dinh thv Kyoto lién quan
dén Chuong trinh khung vé bién do6i khi hau tam quoc t€ ctia Lién hiép
Quoc v6i muc tiéu cat giam lwgng khi thai gay hiéu trng nha kinh, dugc ky
két ngay 11/12/1997 va chinh thitc cé hiéu lyc vao ngay 16/2/2005, véi 191
nwdc tham gia (thang 9/2011). Tinh dén thang 5/2011, Hoa Ky van khong
tién hanh cac bién phéap cat gidm du tham gia ky két (ND). Nguyén van:
Everybody’s crying peace on earth; Just as soon as we win this war (ND).
Me Teresa, con dwgc goi la Me Teresa xit Calcutta (1910-1997), la ni¥ tu
Cong giao Roma nguwoi Albania va la nha sang lap Dong Thtra sai Bac ai &
Calcutta, An D6 ndm 1950. Trong hon 40 nim, ba da chim séc nguoi
nghéo, bénh tat, tré mo c6i, nguwdi hap hoi trong khi van hoan tat nhiém vu
lanh dao dong tu phét trién khdp An D6 va dén cac qudc gia khac (ND).
Nguyén van: A Beautiful Mind, b6 phim dwa trén cudc doi cua nha toan hoc
John Nash, dugc hdang Universal Pictures cong chiéu nam 2001, do dién
vien Russell Crowe thu vai chinh (ND). Thoa thuan 10i khai: la sy thwong
lwgng hodc thoa thudn duwoc tién hanh gitta cong td vién va luat sw bién ho
cta bi cdo, theo do bi cdo sé nhan tdi dé doi lai mirc do khoan hong nao dé
(ND). Bach khoa Toan thu Britannica (nguyén van: Encyclopedia
Britannica) 1a mot bach khoa toan thw tiéng Anh téng hgp do cong ty
Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc. bién soan va xuat ban, v6i hon 4.000 nha
chuyén mén lién tuc cap nhat va phat trién. Tac pham nay dwgc nhiéu nguoi
cho 1a mot trong nhitng bd bach khoa toan thw uy tin nhat (ND). Tosca la vé
bi kich ba hoi ctia soan gia noi tiéng Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924), 14y boi
canh thanh Rome dang nam duwéi ach cai tri cia Napoléon vao thé ky XIX
(ND). Vu Watergate 1a vu bé béi chinh tri noi tiéng & My trong thap nién
1970, dan dén sy kién tong thong Richard Nixon phai tir chitc. Hai trong so
nhitng ké truwc tiép thi hanh vu bé boi nay la Bernard Barker va Frank
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Sturgis (ND). Trong tiéu thuyét Oliver Twist, ong Bumble la vién quan tu té
da dua Oliver dén mot trai t€ ban xau xa. Chinh tai noi day, Oliver da bi
giam vao nguc toi chi vi xin thém mot it chdo. Cau néi trén dwgc ong
Bumble thét ra chinh trong phién téa xtt Oliver (ND). Nguyén van: United
Nations’ Core International Human Rights Treaties (ND). Bo suvu tap cac
van kién Do Thai gido c6 dai, dugc xem la nén tdng cua gido luat Do Thai
(ND). Nguyén van: Free rider — nghia goc la ké trong chd lgi ich trén troi
roi xuong (ND). D€ don gian, toi chi tap trung vao nhitng tinh hudng trong
d6 moi bén phai quyét dinh chién lwgc cho minh ma khong biét bén kia
quyét dinh thé nao. Cac ly thuyét gia tro choi goi day la tro choi dong thoi
(dé phan biét véi tro choi lién tiép) va thé hién ching giong nhuw cac ma tran
trong chwong 1 d6i véi Thé lwdng nan ctia nguwdi ti, nhung co6 su két hop da
dang giita cac lgi ich, chién lvgc va két qua. Nhitng ma tran nay la ban toc
ky thuan tién dé ta hinh dung nhitng gi dang dién ra va ching ciing la nguon
tham chiéu tién lgi; tuy nhién, ching khong phai la phuwong tién thiét yéu va
doc gia nao thay chiuing khong hitu ich c6 thé bo qua. Nguyén van: chicken,
nghia den la “ga con”, tw chi ké nhat gan. Nguyén van: Hawk-Dove — mot
thuat ngtt trong chinh tri; theo do, cac dang phai on hoa (nhu dang Dan chu
& MYV) thuwong dwoc goi 1a Bo cau (Dove), con cac dang hiéu chién, manh
dong (dang Cong hoa) duwgc goi la Diéu hau (Hawk). Nguyén van:
Evolutionary Stable Strategy. Nguyén van: Q.E.D. — mot thuat ngit trong
toan hoc, viét tat cia Quod Erat Demonstrandum (“diéu da dugc ching
minh” trong tiéng La-tinh) (ND). Nguyén van: Rock, paper, scissors — tai
Viét Nam, tro choi nay cé tén goi pho bién la Oan tu ti hay Kéo, bua, bao.
Tén goi nay da dugc thay doi t nguyén ban (tir gidy — paper thanh bao va
te* da — rock thanh bua) do hinh dang ban tay cua nguoi choi khi choi tro
nay (ND). Van dé duy nhat véi 16i choi ngau nhién hoan toan la rat kho
thue hién dwoc trén thuce t€, va da phan moi nguwdi déu tuan theo mot khuén
mau nao dé6 ma mot doi tha tinh anh c6 thé doan duwgc. Bé khac phuc diéu
nay, toi da nghi ra cach chon céac chién lwgc ma khong doi thu nao c6 thé dy
doan dugc, bdi vi ban than t6i cling khong thé dy doan dwgc. Khi toi thi
nghiém chién lwgc nay véi mét chwong trinh may tinh trén mang thi n6 da
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thanh cong. Hang so6 toan hoc e la co s6 cta logarit ty nhién, con goi la s6
Euler (dat theo tén nha toan hoc Leonhard Euler). Gia tri so e t6i 20 chit so
thap phan la: 2,71828182845904523536... Chung dang roi vao Thé ludng
nan ctia ngwoi tu, trong do tuy chién lwgc “hai bén cing dwa” rat mang tinh
hop tac, phoi hgp (va téi wu), nhung chién lwge “hai bén cung gitt” mdi la
diém can bang Nash chiém thé cha dao va dan t&i that bai. Nguyén van:
Nash bargaining solution (ND). Nguyén van: Pareto optimal position — con
duwgc goi la tinh huoéng hiéu quéa Pareto — mot thuyét trong tam cuda kinh té
hoc duwgc tng dung pho bién trong ly thuyét tro choi. Theo do, viéc chuyén
ttr cach phan chia nay sang cach phan chia khac ma gitp it nhat mot ca nhan
c6 lgi hon nhung khong lam bat ky mdt ca nhan nao khac bi thiét hai dugc
goi la mot sy cdi thién Pareto, hay s t6i wu héa Pareto (ND). Nash liét ké
bon diéu kién gitip gidi phap mac ca cua 6ng mang lai két qua téi wu: 1. Loi
gidi cho viéc phan chia tai nguyén phai khong dé phan nao sot lai; 2. Giai
phap khong phu thudc vao cach ngwoi tham gia danh gia tinh thiét thwe cta
phan 1gi ho dwogc nhan; 3. Néu két quda ma khong ai mudn chon tré nén
khong kha thi, thi sé khong c6 gi thay doi; 4. Giai phap sé khong thay doi
néu cac bén tham gia hoan doi vi tri cho nhau. Nguyén van: Ultimatum
Game (ND). Joseph Raymond “Joe” McCarthy (1908 - 1957) la chinh tri
gia nguoi My, nghi si Pang Cong hoa tai bang Wisconsin tiv nam 1947 cho
dén khi qua doi nam 1957. Tt nam 1950, McCarthy da tré thanh gwong mat
cong ching tiéu biéu nhat trong giai doan ma nhitng cang thang ctia Chién
tranh Lanh lam gia tang noi s¢ vé sitc anh hwdng ngay cang 16n cua chu
nghia cong san (ND). Peanuts la loat truyén tranh duvgc dang trén nhat bao
My cua hoa si Charles M. Schulz, xuat ban lan dau vao thap nién 1940.
Truyén c6 noi dung danh cho thiéu nhi, v4i hai nhan vat chinh la cau bé
Charlie Brown va chu ché Snoopy (ND). Machiavellian da tr¢ thanh tw
dong nghia véi tat cad nhitng gi xdo quyét, ltra loc va dang trach; tuy nhién,
thong diép chinh ctia Niccolo Machiavelli cho nhitng ké muon chién thang
va duy tri quyeén lyc la: “Tot hon hét 1a hady tim kiém long tin ctia ngudi ta
hon la phu thudc vao [sttc manh]”. D6i v6i Machiavelli, niém tin la van de
cot 16i, dau cho nhitng phuwong phap ong dé xuat dé gianh lIdy niém tin do
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doi khi ciing dya trén tinh thue tién hon la dao ditc. La tén dat cho nit gidi,
nghia la Mén qua cia Thuwgng dé. Nguyén van: chain letters — titc tro gui
thw va yéu cau ngudi nhan sao chép roi gwi dén nhiéu ngwdi khac, thuwong
dé lan truyén cac thong diép du do hoac lira ddo (ND). Nguyén van:
pyramid schemes — mgt hinh thitc kinh doanh phi phap va dé d6 v@, trong
dé mo6t nguwoi hodc mot t6 chirc chuyén du do ngwoi khac tham gia kinh
doanh theo cap bac kiéu kim ty thap: nhitng nguwdi thude cac tang thap hon
sé lam lgi cho nhitng nguwoi & tang trén bang doanh sé va tién hoa hong.
Kiéu kinh doanh nay ton tai ¢ Viét Nam dwdi hinh thitc “kinh doanh theo
mang lwdi” hay “ban hang da cap” bién twéng (ND). Faust la nhan vat trong
tac pham kich cung tén cua thi si, nha soan kich, tiéu thuyét gia va triét gia
DBirc 16i lac Johann Wolfgang Goethe (1749-1832). Faust da ban linh hon
cta chang cho quy dit dé dwgc théa man moi mong wéc cia minh (ND).
Nguyen van: “give still it hurts” (ND). Tam dich: “Ban than minh khong
muon thi dirng lam véi nguwdi khac.” (ND) Sau nay, Tit for Tat con dé cap
t6i cac chién lugce cu thé, va TIT FOR TAT dwoc dung dé chi nhitng chuwong
trinh mdy tinh thé hién nhitng chién lwgc d6. Nguyén van: pork-barrel
politics - thudt ngi chi hanh dong céac chinh khach tim cach mang dy an dau
tw vé cho khu vire bau ctr ma minh dai dién dé thu phuc cam tinh cda cw tri
(ND). 1. Tén mét trang web chuyén vé béng chay, danh cho nhitng nguoi
muon tim hiéu thong tin, cac gidi ddu bong chay (ND). 1. Trich Doanh nhan
cong nghé cao: Bai hoc tt MIT va hon thé (Entrepreneurs in High
Technology: Lessons from MIT and Beyond) (New York: Tap chi Pai hoc
Oxford, 1991) ctia Edward B. Roberts, trang 258 (TG). 2. Trich Tac dong
khdi nghiép: Vai tro caa MIT - Bdo cao da cap nhat (Entrepreneurial
Impact: The Role of MIT — An Updated Report) cia Edward B. Roberts va
Charles E. Eesley, trong Sang lap va Xu huwéng trong Khai nghiép 7, s6 1-2
(2011): 1-149, http://dx.doi.org/10.1561/0300000030 (TG). 3. Trich Mot
bdo cdo mdi vé vai tro cia MIT - Bdo cdo da dugc cidp nhat
(Entrepreneurial Impact: The Role of MIT — An Updated Report) cta
Edward B. Roberts va Charles E. Eesley, trong Sang 1ap va Xu huéng trong
Khéi nghiép 7, sO 1-2 (2011): 1-149,
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1561/0300000030 (TG). 4. Trich Nhitng cau chuyén
thanh cong (Success Stories) ctia Van phong Chuyén giao Cong nghé MIT,
http://web.mit. edu/tlo/www/about/success_stories.html. (TG). 5. Trich Cau
chuyén cta hai doanh nhan: Tim hiéu sy khac biét giita cac loai hinh khai
nghiép trong kinh té (A Tale of Two Entrepreneurs: Understanding
Differences in the Types of Entrepreneurship in the Economy) cua Bill
Aulet va Fiona Murray, Quy Ewing Marion Kauffman, thang 5 nam 2013,
www.kauffman.org/uploadedfiles/downloadableresources/a-tale-of-two-

entrepreneurs.pdf (TG). 6. Trich Quan ly sang tao va dot pha (Managing
Invention and Innovation) cia Edward B. Roberts trong Quan ly nghien ctu
cong nghé 31 (Research Technology Management 31), s0 1, thang 1-2 nam
1988, ABI/INFORM Complete (TG). 7. Trich Gan mot nita cac cong ty
khé&i nghiép sang tao tai My dugc thanh lap boi “nguwoi khoi nghiép ciling
chinh la nguwoi stt dung” (Nearly Half of Innovative U.S. Startups Are
Founded by ‘User Entrepreneurs) theo nghién cttu cia Quy Ewing Marion
Kauffman ngay 7 thang 3 nam 2012, www.kauffman.org/newsroom/nearly-
half-of-innovative-startups-are-founded-by-userentrepreneurs. Aspx (TG).
8. Trich Doanh nhan trong linh vyc cong nghé cao: Bai hoc tv MIT va hon
thé (Entrepreneurs in High Technology: Lessons from MIT and Beyond)
(New York: Tap chi Pai hoc Oxford, 1991) ctia Edward B. Roberts, trang
258 (TG). 1. Thyc chat ching t6i da ban hang cho ca ba thi truong trén khi
m&i khai nghiép badi vi ching t6i van chwa hiéu dwgc gia tri cta viéc xac
dinh duwgc céac thi trwong dac trung (TG). 1. Tén phan mém phac thdo bo
cuc website (BT). 1. Trong quan sy, hao nwgc la tuyén phong tha cudi cung
bao vé 1au dai khoi sy tdn cong cta ké thu. O day tac gia muén 4m chi Yéu
t0 cot 16i giong nhw vii khi cu6i cung bdo vé doanh nghiép khoi sy tan cong
cta cac doi tha canh tranh, nhu hinh vé trang 172 (BT). 2. Theo Tt doanh
nhan MIT dén lanh dao tiéc tra: Cau chuyén vé Thomas Massie (From MIT
Entrepreneur to Tea Party Leader: The Thomas Massie Story ), cua Gregory
T. Huang, Xconomy ngay 17 thang 5 nam 2012,
www.xconomy.com/boston/2012/05/17/ from-mit-entrepreneur-to-teaparty-
leader-the-thomas-massie-story/2 (TG). 1. Trich Amie Street: M6 hinh am
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nhac mdi tuyét voi (“Amie Street: Awesome New Music Model”) cua
Michael Arringto trén TechCrunch, ngay 23 thang 7 nam 2006,
http://techcrunch.com/2006/07/23/amie-street-awesome-new-music-model.
1. Trich ti* bdo cdo Phwong phap danh gia mic do rii ro cao, dau tw dai han
(A Method for Valuing Hight-Righ, Long-term Investment) trong Harvard
Business School caa William A. Sahlman. Truong hgp 9-288-006, ngay 12
thang 8 nam 2003 (TG). 1. Nhitng con s6 da duwgc thay doi dé minh hoa va
khong phdi la con s6 that ma Julia dy kién trong dai han (TG). 1.
Conversion rate (CR) la chi s6 do viéc nhitng khach hang tiém nang tr@
thanh khach hang that sy khi ho mua mot mon hang hay dich vu cua ban.
Chi s6 CR nay thwong la phan tram cia khach mua hang so vdéi tong so
lvgng khach viéng tham cda toan website hay cia mot kénh quang cdo nao
d6 (ND). 2. Tim hiéu thém vé Hé thong danh gid long trung thanh cta
khach hang tai www.netpromoter.com. Pay la hé théng do luwong va phat
trién quang cdo truyén miéng hiéu qua (TG). 3. Hay con goi la marketing
theo kiéu truyén théng, gom cac hinh thitc quang cado nhu: phét to roi, gii
thw dién t, ban hang qua dién thoai,... (BT). 4. “Chién lwgc Pai duong
xanh” dé cap dén mot kiéu thi truong khac, tai d6 doanh nghiép cé thé tranh
duwgc canh tranh va cling khong nhat thiét phai canh tranh; ma chu yéu thu
lgi nhuan 16n tw nhitng dot pha sang tao (BT). 1. Trich “YC - Style Up tu
van thoi trang cd nhan hang ngay phu hgp véi phong cach va dia diém cua
ban” cua Leena Rao trén Techcrunch, ngay 18 thang 3 nam 2013,
http://techcrunch.com/2013/03/18/yc-backedstyleup-recommends-daily-
personalized- outfits-tailored-to-your-style-and-location. (9) Chi riéeng A
Brief History of Time da ban duwgc hon 9 triéu ban bang 40 thit tiéng, tinh
dén nam 2001. (10) Tap chi Forbes hang nam dwa ra mét danh sach nhitng
ngwoi giau nhat thé gidi véi tai san dwogc tinh bang ti doé-la My. (11)
Condoleezza Rice, sinh nam 1954 - C6 van An ninh Quoc gia ctia tong
thong My (2001 - 2005), duwgc Tong thong George Bush (con) bé nhiém
chitc Ngoai trwéng My ngay 26/01/2005. Tat ca cac phat biéu cua
Condoleezza Rice trong bai nay dwgc trich dan tir bai bao cta ba trén t@
Time (in partnership with CNN) ngay 30/04/2006, tai trang web:
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http://www.time.com/time/maga- zine/article/0,9171,1187226,00.html (12)
Nguoi theo Dong Baptist chi rira t0i cho ngwoi 16n, khong rira ti cho tré so
sinh. (13) Phil Donahue (sinh nam 1935), ngudi dan chwong trinh truyén
hinh noi tiéng vdi 'Phil Donahue Show' tir 1970 - 1996, talk show ctia 6ng
thwong xoay quanh cac van dé gay tranh cai gitta hai dang Cong hoa va Dan
chi & My nhw pha thai, luat bao vé nguoi tiéu dung, quyén cong dan, phong
trao phan chién,... (14) Roundhouse: tam dich la 'm0t cii ddm manh nhw buia
bd', c6 18 Howard mudn noi dén sy thang than, quyét liét ctia Oprah trong
cac cudc phong van khong khoan nhwgng trwdc cai xdu. (15) Anorld
Schwarzenegger, sinh ngay 30/07/1947 - luc si thé hinh, dién vién, doanh
nhan, chinh tri gia ngudi My géc Ao, néi tiéng qua cac phim hanh dong cuia
Hollywood, dugc Tong thong George H. Bush (Bush cha) b6 nhiém lam
Chu tich Hoi dong Thé chat va Thé thao cta tong thong tir nam 1990 dén
nam 1994, sau d6 diac ct chitc thong doc bang California nhiém ky
07/11/2003 - 08/01/2007. (1) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791),
nhac si thién tai ngudi Ao. (2) Vienna - Tha d6 Austria (Ao), Di san Vin
héa Thé gigi, dugc UNESCO cong nhan nam 2001. (3) Joseph Haydn
(1732-1809): Nhac si vi dai nguwoi Ao. (4) Antonio Salieri (1750-1825):
Nhac si ngudi Y nhung séng phan 16n cudc doi minh tai Ao. (5) Goethe
(1749 - 1832): Dai thi hao nguoi Pirc. (6) Franz Liszt: Nha soan nhac tai
hoa ngwdi Hungary, tac gid cua ban 'Hanh khic Hungary' néi tiéng. (7) Day
dwgc xem la mot trong nhitng ban giao hwdng hay nhat moi thoi dai. (8)
Franz Schubert: Nha soan nhac néi tiéng ngudi Ao, cling thdi véi Mozart va
Beethoven. Aztecs 1a mgt nén van minh & khu vyc trung tdam Mexico trong
khodng thé ky 14 - 16, c6 ban sac van héa dac biét va ghé ron. Trong nhitng
bubi té than thwong xuyén dwogc té6 chirc, dong vat, phu nit, tham chi la tré
em va tré sg sinh bi mang di hién té bang cach moi tim, 16t da r6i dat 1én bé
tho ¢ Kim tw thap Lon tai tha phu Tenochtitlan. ba toong nay thi toi khong
c6 cach nao dé leo lén kim ty thap ctia ho dwgc. Ha nguyén ti: Hat ha
nguyén tir la mot khai niém dé chi cac hat cdu thanh nén nguyén t&, cung
cac hat dugc giai phong trong cac phan ¢ng hat nhan hay phan ¢ng phan ra.
Vi du: dién t, proton, neutron la nhitng hat ha nguyén ti thwong dwgc nhac
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dén. Ngoai ra con rat nhiéu cac hat ha nguyén ti khac trong vat 1y hat. Talk
show (M¥) hay chat show (Anh) la mot chwong trinh truyén hinh hoac phat
thanh ma mGt nhém ngudi ngoi lai véi nhau dé thao ludn mot s6 cha dé ma
nguwoi dan chwong trinh dwa ra. Thong thwong, cac talk show c6 mot ban
(panel) khach mai hiéu biét ré hodc c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém lién quan dén van
dé dang duoc thao luan trong chwong trinh d6. Dis-ease c6 nghia la bénh
tat; nhung bang dung y choi chit cua tac gia, khi cat nghia cua ti dis-ease,
dis c6 nghia la khong, ease nghia la dé chiu, thodi mai, nén dis-ease con
mang nghia la khong dé chiu, thoai mai, titc 1a moi bat 6n, xao tron vé tinh
than, cdm xuc cia con nguwdi déu c6 anh hwdng dén strc khoe thé chat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Table of Contents

MUOI CHIN
HAI MUQI

https://thuviensach.vn



	MỘT
	HAI
	BA
	BỐN
	NĂM
	SÁU
	BẢY
	TÁM
	CHÍN
	MƯỜI
	MƯỜI MỘT
	MƯỜI HAI
	MƯỜI BA
	MƯỜI BỐN
	MƯỜI LĂM
	MƯỜI SÁU
	MƯỜI BẢY
	MƯỜI TÁM
	MƯỜI CHÍN
	HAI MƯƠI

