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Chuong 1: Tuyét Trong Dém

“La... tuyét roi sao?”
“Pung thé, tuyét dang roi.”

Ton Qua thich chay xe ca dém, mau thit cia nhitng mau chuyén xwa duéi
man dém cang tré nén ro rang, khong nhu lic ban ngay ban mat, nao la
nwdc mat, thong kho, cuéng hoan, nhuc duc, r6i ca tan v@, tram madc, strc
cung luc kiét, anh giong nhw doc gia chan thanh, moi dém lat gié ting
trang cho ho xem lai ma chang lo lam phién ngudi khac.

Nguoi khach ngoi ghé phu 14i mac chiéc do choang mau 16ng chudt,
thoat nhin twéng mao c6 phan non nét, khée miéng mim chat t6 vé khong
muon tiép chuyén. Tén Qua chinh nho tiéng dai phat thanh, nhwong cho
khong gian sy tinh lang, chi mot 1at da thay vi khach nga thiép di.

Vi khach nghiéng ngudi, khé tira vao cira xe, ban dau nhe thé nhu e sg
kinh dong dén thi¢ gi, song chang bao 1au ho hap lién tré nén déu dan, cé 1&
da ngt mat roi.

Ton Qua chay xe véi toc do cao nhwng vitng vang, sau khi vao ndi thanh,
den giao théng cling nhiéu hon. Du cho khong cé xe ¢ qua lai, cling chang
c6 camera giam sat, moi khi den dé anh van dirng lai nhw thoi quen.

Trong lic cho dgi dong ho dém ngugc vé nhitng gidy cudi, bong tuyét
bat ngo bay gitta khong trung.
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“La... Tuyét roi sao? ” Thanh am ctia ngwoi khach nhw vang 1én cung lic.

“Pung vay, tuyét dang roi.”

Cau trd 16i cia Ton Qua nhw mot hon da roi xudng giéng sau, hoi 1au
chang thay dap lai. Chang biét ngudi khach mé mat trwdc hay troi do tuyét

treéc.

Sy im lang kéo dai mai dén diém dirng xe, nguwdi khach lién nhin bang
bdo tién xe, r6i dwa anh mot tram dong: “Anh nay, t6i c6 thé madi anh tach
tra dugc khong?”

“Xin 16i.”

Ton Qua cui xudng tim tién 1é, ban tay lanh nhw bang ctia nguwdi khach
nam lay c6 tay anh: “Khong can thdi lai dau, con chit tién thira coi nhu tién
cong, anh c6 thé uéng chén tra cung t6i khong? Chi muwdi lam phat théi.”

Guong mat cau ta tran ngap vé a ri, tredc mat c6 mot vét toi, néu nhin
that ki sé thay khée mat han Ién nép nhan khi cuwdi, trong anh dén xe, vi
khach trong con rat tré lai hién 1én vé gia nua khong thé khang cy. Tén Qua
trong long tham than, xudng xe theo khach 1én lau.

Cau moi anh ngoi, roi dem mat bd pha tra ra, dun nuwdc, trang tra, pha tra,
r6i ddt vao tay anh.

Cau ta n6i chang sai, lang 1é udéng xong mot tach tra, cling chi mwdi lam
phut.

“Cam on anh.” Luc tién anh ra ctra, cau ta ndi vay.
Ton Qua khong danh long, vo vo vai cau ta: “Ngu sém di.”

Nguwoi khach ngan nguoi, cii dau mim cwoi dap: “Vang.”
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Ton Qua xudng lau, chay xe that nhanh ra khoi tiéu khu bi bo hoang, tw
l1au chang con ai &, ditng bén duwong cham Itra dot to tién duwgc vi khach no
dwa, gi6 dém hé nhé nhe thoi tan tro bui.

Co rat nhiéu hon phach lwu lac mang wéc mong xa voi, dugce trit bau tam
st nhu thé trong dém, vay ma lan nao anh ciing dé ngudi con trai kia ngoi
xe cua minh.

“La... tuyét roi sao?”

“Pung thé, tuyét dang roi.”
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Chuong 2: Lac Duong
Ven duwong c6 mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac do ngu.

Tw xa Ton Qua chinh den sang 1én mot chut, ngwoi kia xoay nguoi dua
tay vay xe trong anh den, Ton Qua chu y tdi chiéc nhan loang 16 gi sét trén
tay y, xe chay chdm dan ro6i dirng lai bén canh nguwdi no: “Lén day di.”

Nguoi khach mé cira, mot tay vin vao tran, tay khac bam vao ctra xe cuoi
kho: “Sw phu, t6i quén vi r6i, tdi noi anh cho t6i 1én nha 14y tién da.”

Tuy rang gwong mat ngudi nay khéng ro rang, nhung tir rat xa Ton Qua
da quan sat trang phuc cua y: toan than nguyén mot bo do ngu, hai chan
tran di trén con dwong soi da, trong that tham hai. Néu khong dé y 1én xe,
chac phai di hét doi y mdi vé dugc nha.

Ton Qua dong cita phu 1ai, chi vé bang ghé phia sau: “Vao xe di, ngoi

dang sau.”

Y 1én xe r6i doc dia chi: “Sw phu dirng lo, anh xem t6i mdc nhw nay dau
giong quan an cudp.”

Ton Qua dwa mat nhin y qua guong chiéu hau: “Pung vay, nhung c6 thé
dwa nhan cho t6i lam vat dam bao khong?”

Nguwai khach nghe vay, xoay xoay chiéc nhan & ngoén ap ut theo ban nang
roi thdo ra: “Noi that véi anh, t6i khong phai bénh nhan tdm than tron vién

»

dau.
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Ton Qua chi mim cwoi trede cau néi dua cua y, chiéc nhan trong tay phu
kin ri sét, dam vao tay dau rat. Anh mé hop dé dé bén canh can so, tién tay
ném chiéc nhan vao: “Khong dén mirc tam than, nhung méng du thi c6 kha
nang.”

“Phai vay cling nén,” hanh khach gat dau lién tuc, “Virta mé mat ra da
thay ditng & ngoai thanh, trudc kia dau cé tat xau nay, nao ngo dam cwdi
vlra xong lai... Néu khéng nhanh tr¢ vé, vat va mai két hén dugc, chang
biét vo téi ¢ nha nghi thé nao, c6 khi c6 dy bo di r6i cling nén.”

Cho du Ton Qua c6 lo dang, nhung cling hiéu rang ngwoi khach nay
khéo miéng chang phai dé xoa tan sy xau hé ma la xudt phat tir ban tinh céi
md, dap lai sy hai hwéc caa y: “Sac mat cau kha hon trwée roi day.”

“Phai r6i, ngoai duwong thi vira téi vira lanh, trong xe lai &m ap.” Hanh
khach ng6i thang ngudi nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, “Swv phu anh ding 1a dai an
nhan, vira ndy téi con chang biét di huéng nao.”

Ton Qua khong lén tiéng, khong gian yén tinh khién nguwdi khach ngu
thiép di, trong gidy lat chi con lai tiéng chiéc nhan va dap trong hop do.

Khi vi khéch tinh lai, trén ghé phu lai xudt hién mot diva tré deo cap sach.
“Cau day roi ha.” Tén Qua néi.

“A...” Y ngd ngang, bén ngoai 10 ma hién 1én khung canh dong qué tinh
lang, “May gio roi? Troi da sang roi sao?”

“Troi sap toi r6i.” Tiéng tré con non ndt tra 101 y.

Ton Qua dirng xe, giip khach mé cira, dan theo dita tré bang qua canh
dong ngo xanh t6t, 14 cay lién ti€p quat vao nguwdi nhwng chang chit tiéng
dong. Tuy la chang vang nhung lai yén tinh nhu thé dém khuya.
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“Cau bé nay dinh di dau?” Hanh khach hoi.

“Hinh nhw la di dwong tat vé nha.” Tén Qua nhin dam dam vao béng
lung dia tré, “Chac anh rd hon téi chi¢.”

Y dinh néi gi d6 thi dira bé dot nhién bién mat. Ton Qua ngan nguoi
trong hai gidy roi voi va chay sang huwéng khac, ngudi khach no bam sat
anh theo ban nang, cam giac tiéng thd gap ctia minh cang lic cang 16n,
ngay lic do6 nghe thay tiéng khoc thé lwong ctia cau bé.

Ton Qua tim 14y vi khach dang dinh bo tron “Anh phai nhin ki, day
chinh la thit da giam anh tai day.”

Anh gat di 16p khoi xanh thoang hién trudc mdt hai ngwoi, chan twéng
dau da tré dat trén dat bun am wét, co thé
tran trui di chuyén theo ctr dong ctia ké cuwdng bitc, chang biét ngén ap tt

1ap titc hién ra tredc mat

trai gy hay trat khép, rii xuébng mém oat.

Vi khach run ray gio ban tay trai 1én, nwdc mat tubn trao, hai mat trgn
trirng c6 nhé lai xem ai la ké da tiét duc trén nguwdi cau bé, nhung chi c6
mot bong den mo ho hién 1én trong tam tri.

“Co6 thé nam dé anh khong thdy r6 ké nay, nén gio chang tai nao nhé
dwgc.” Ton Qua gilt ba vai vi khach, ép y doi mat sy that, “Pirng né tranh,
hdy quan sat that ki dita tré nay, né la mot phan tam hon anh, dirng nén choi
bdé mot manh ctia minh.”

Hanh khéach sitng s& nhin diva tré va ké ciwong bao bién mat, quay lai
hung hang ddm T6n Qua: “Vi sao! Tron tranh thi lam sao! Quén di thi thé
nao! T6i khong muon nhé dén sy ton tai cia no!”

“Cho nén anh nhan tam dé mot phan linh hon minh héa thanh da quy
ha?” Ton Qua vwa lau khde miéng vira ditng day, khung canh xung quanh
dan tan nhw duwong hoa trong nwdc, “Toi thi chang sao, nhing néu anh
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khong chap nhan no at sé bi giam cam & ndi nay.” Anh dwa y chiéc nhan,
“Pirng quén, con c6 nguwoi dang doi anh tré ve.”

Trong 1€ cudi, gidy phit c6 dau deo nhan vao ngén ap ut, ki tc cii 1ap tic
uia vé, mot man dém budng xudng va dira bé kia lién chiém doat y.

Khong con linh hon bam viu, chiéc nhan tré nén sang béng, gwwrong mat
mo ao cua vi khach cting hién ra ro rang.

Ton Qua dua mot diéu thude cho y trong ldc khoc 16c, sau do duwa nguoi
dan 6ng mat tich hon mét thang nay tré vé bén nguwdi vg méi cudi.
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Chuong 3: Anh Trai

CO gai twa vao ctra xe vé mat kiéu ngao, voc dang cao to, chiéc vay dai
hé lvng 6m quanh ngudi 10 ra dwdng cong quyén rii.

Ton Qua cam theo m6t binh nwéc bwdc ra tir siéu thi, quy mét chan
xubng, can than kéo phan vay bi kep vao ctra xe, déi chan thon tha ctia c6
gai lién bi mot dam khi dé vay quanh.

“Cai xe chét tiét.” Co nang lui lai tttng buéc, lam bam chui.
“That xin 16i.”

Ton Qua vong qua c6 gai, ngoi vao xe md nap binh uéng mot ngum, sau
dé trat toan bo quy khi trong chai xuoéng ghé phu lai.

Moi lan t6i thang c6 hon, sitc manh quy hon sé tang 1én, quy khi trong
binh ciling vay, trwedc khi ma quy gia tang lwe lwong, chi can trong xe con
chut quy khi sé dé thu phuc dwgc yéu ma. Ton Qua chay xe thué nhiéu
nam, trai qua rat nhiéu thang bay am lich, rot cudc ciing tap duwgc théi quen
nay.

Anh kién nhan ch@ quy khi tan bién hoan toan & ghé phu, m&i quay sang
dé y co nang dang dan mat & ctra sO tri'ng mat nhin anh. Liic anh nhin giao
nhau, co nang hung han dap tay vao ctra kinh.

Ton Qua ha kinh xuéng: “Co ¢0 y tdi tim t6i?”
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“Néi thira.” Co gai mau le tom lay tay anh, “C6 nguwdi bdo toi rang anh
c6 thé giup t6i.”

Ton Qua liéc nhin ban tay dang nam chat tay anh, quan sat c6 nang mot
lwgt tir trén xuéng duwdi: “Phi dich vu cua toi rat cao.”

“Ghé tdm!” Co gai hét 1én, “Toi chi can mot ngwoi thong dich! T6i mudn
noéi v6i anh trai rang t6i chét khong phai 16i cia anh ay, viéc nay doi vdéi
anh chi la chuyén nho!”

Ton Qua cwoi cudi: “Chuyén nho? Co biét anh c6 ¢ dau sao?”

Co6 gai nhiu may: “Anh ay la ngudi song, tim sé dé thoi.”

Ton Qua dua tay nang lon toc dai sat bén mat co: “Lén givong vai toi,
coi nhu tién thu lao.”

“Anh!” Guong mat co gai dé birng vi tirc gian hoa cung xau ho, co6 giat
lai toc minh “T6i la ma, khong thé 1én giwong véi nguwdi khac duoc!”

“Trong mat toi c6 la thue thé.” Tén Qua gitt lai trong tay mot sgi toc dai,
X0a xo0a tredc mat cd, “Hon nita néu la ma thi cang chang phdi lan tan dén
van de dao ditc.”

CO0 gai doi mat v6i Ton Qua vai gidy, nghién rang nghién 1gi lanh Iting
néi: “PBugc, nhung trede hét anh phai gitp t6i.”

“Lén givong trudc.”
T6n Qua ndi réi mé cira.
C0 nang buyc tirc budce len xe.

C0 muodn tim ngwoi anh sinh doi ctia minh, sau vu tai nan chét nguoi, co
chang tim thay anh, cling khéng tim dwoc thi thé va hon phach, nhwng co
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chdc chan anh con song, c6 khi dang ty trach ban than vi céi chét cua co:
“Pay nhat dinh 1a sy lién két gitta sinh doi.”

Cac manh ki tc ctia c6 gai lic con song va sau khi chét tré nén 16n x6n,
T6n Qua nhin ¢6 lau di 16p trang diém kiéu diém qua gwong chiéu hau, 16
o vé bi thwong: “Bao 1au r6i co6 khong soi gwong?”

“Ma con soi grong duwgce chac?” Co nang cwoi khay, “Anh nhin t6i xem,
lam thi swéng dugc ha?”

Ton Qua im ldng, dirng xe treéc mot nha nghi, cting ¢6 ra quay 1é tan
nhan phong. Nguwoi nhan tién thué phong trong thay co lién cudi cuoi.

CO gai sing sot, vira di vira hoi Tén Qua: “Sao han nhin thay t6i? Anh da
lam gi?”

“Rat don gian.” Tén Qua md& ctra phong, dwa co vao phong vé sinh, 6m
chat co tr phia sau doi dién vGi chiéc gwong vay ban: “Ty minh am thi thi
rat kho noi, co cho rang minh la hon ma trong su6t, di nhién cai nhin cia
nguoi khac sé chang la gi véi 6, c6 cho rang chi t6i trong thay, tw am thi
ban than sé c6 cho sai, gio c6 tiy ngdm minh trong guwong di.” Anh ha hai
canh tay dang che chan co thé cta c6 nang xudng, thi tham, “Co nghi
khong sai, chinh xac la anh c6 cho rang minh da hai chét em gai, néu khong
chang thé nao anh ta lai cho phép nguwdi khac mwon than xac, cé 1€ anh dy
nghi lam vay co c6 thé song sot.”

“Anh néi céi gi?”

Ton Qua xé manh chiéc vy, 16p vdi mém mai lap tic rli xuéng chan:
“Madc du la ma, nhung ¢6 van ludn trong than phan ngudi séng, néi chinh
xac thi chinh 1a co thé anh trai ¢6.” Anh gii¥ chat ngudi co6 gai dua dén
tredc guwong, “Cho nén co6 tim kiéu gi cling chang thay anh ta, vi co ban ca
hai gio da la mot.”
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Nguoi trong long anh guc xudng nhu thé bi rut mat gan c6t, guwong mat
dam 1€ hién dan trong guwong, nhitng dwong nét 16 ra cang mém mai cang
nit tinh.

Ton Qua danh thitc cau trai kia, r6i ra khoéi phong, mac cho han gao khéc
trede khudon mat trong guong.
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Chuong 4: Bup Bé

Nguoi thanh nién nghe tiéng chudng gié leng keng & ctra, ngang dau
nhin vé phia Ton Qua: “Xin chao.”

“Chao buoi t6i, cho hoéi ba chi Quan dau?”

“Sang nay bénh tinh ctia me c6 dau hiéu xau di nén gio ba dang & bénh
vién.” Gigng diéu cu trai vé cung binh tinh, nhw thé ban luan chuyén
nguoi ngoai, “Pai han dén ro6i.”

“Am khi ning thé von ching cham dugc vao.” Ton Qud ta vao quay
thanh toan, nhin cau thanh nién véi tay ldy binh nuwéc cung hop go & gia
trén cung, “Vtra 1én dai hoc da bi troi chan ¢ day, cau cam chiu ha?”

“Ai bao day la sy nghiép cta gia toc chi.” Nguoi thanh nién cuoi cuoi,
m& chiéc hop go loang 16 mau sac, dwa mot to gidy cho Ton Qua, “La uy
thac ctia Trang hoa thvgng, chia doi 5-3.”

Ton Qua lam viéc cho Quy M6n Quan gan mwdi nam, nhw chang thé nao
nghi ra vi sao Quy M6n Quan tir choi st dung lién lac dién t& ma bat nguoi
uy thac dén tan nha xin gidp do, cling khong hiéu sao ban viét tay ctia
nguoi uy thac lai bi khoa trong trap.

Anh cti xudng doc t0 gidy trong tay, nét but ran réi nhu tredc, hién nhién
khong phai nét chit cia me cdu trai kia, 10 ra chit dwong khi chwa lang.
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Anh kep t& gidy gitta hai ngén tay roi gio 1én: “Uy thac dau tién ctia cau
cht Quan, han nén git lai lam ky niém.”

“Cat d6 ctia Quy M6n Quan bén ngudi, anh chan séng hi?” Cau trai rut
lai t@ gidy trén tay anh, dau ngén tay xet qua chiéc dinh con mau xanh
dong, dung bat Itra dot to gidy roi ném vao do. Ngon lira bung chdy gitta
hai ngudi, to gidy dinh quy khi bién thanh dim tro tan trong dinh.

Ton Qua cam lay binh nuwéc trén quay: “Hen gap lai, cau chu Quan.”
“Xin can than.”

Ton Qua di ra ti siéu thi mini phia déng bac thanh pho, 1én xe dén cho
Trang hoa thugng.

Trang hoa thugng 1a nguwdi c6 bang tién si tam 1y song lai vao chua xuat
gia, ky that bay kho khong budng, bat gidi chwa sach, tinh cd lam chuyén
trong gigi, phan 16n la Itra bip, it khi cau xin gitp d&. Cau chit uy thac viét
mo ho, chi ndi la bup bé rac roi, con bao khong phai khong gidi quyét dugc
chi c6 diéu ngwoi xuat gia qua nang long trac an.

Ton Qua dirng xe truedc ctra chua trén dinh nii, nhin thay bén canh hoa
thwong cé mot nguwdi phu nit tré va mot c6 bé khoang nam sau tudi, dang
dui dui mat nhw buon ngu.

Guong mat nguoi phu nit tran ngdp kinh hai, xuéng dén xe Ton Qua lai
cang om chat c6 bé, niu tay 4o hoa thuwgng khan cau: “Pai su, con hoi han
roi, con gai con con nhé, né sé khong lam hai ai dau, con khéng muén hai
me con xa nhau.” C6 liéc mat nhin Ton Qua, siét chat con gai vao long.

“Sao lai sg?” Trang hoa thwgng tran an ngwoi phu nit, “Ta chi goi xe dén
dwa con vé théi.”
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“Me 0i,” cO bé xoay nguoi, doi mat den lay nhin vé phia Ton Qua,
“Khong sao dau me, ching ta vé nha di.”

Trang hoa thwgng lai an i vai cau, dwa ngwoi phu nit qua ctra phu lai,
Ton Qua ma& ctra xe gilp c6, thodng nhin Trang hoa thuwgng roi nhin vai
cuoi kho.

Cay c6i um tum trong ritng che khuat anh trang, dwong di tam toi, chi cé
anh den xe chiéu sang. Ton Qua kién nhan doi nguwoi phu nit binh tinh lai,
nhin qua c6 bé trong long: “Con gai ¢6 that xinh, chau bao tudi r6i?”

Ngudi me cti nhin con gai dang ngu, ngdp nging dap: “Chau gan muoi
hai tudi r6i, chau... Sau sy ¢6 sdu nam tredc chau khong 16n thém nita...
Ngudi ta... déu bao chau bi thit gi am, bao t6i dén cho Trang dai su, toi...”

CoO gai lai bat dau che miéng nitc né.
“Linh hon tré con rat vo t6i cling rat thuan khiét,” Tén Qua néi, “Vi co
nén c6 bé méi ¢ lai chon nay.”

“T6i biét.” Giong ngwoi me run ray, nwdc mat lan dai trén go ma nhot
nhat, “Toi khong n@, du cho moi ngudi khinh thuwong, du cho bon ho khong
thira nhan me con t6i, t6i van... luyén tiéc, luyén tiéc, luyén tiéc...”

“O trén mudn ngudi tir 1au r6i.” Tén Qué cit ngang cau noéi lap di 14p lai
dién dai cua ngwoi phu nit, “Ké ca linh hon chi hoi chit vay ban, lang thang
bdy nam at gy tai hoa.”

“Luc ay con gai toi chi c6 nam tudi, ” nguwdi me gao khoc, “Linh hon cua
né sao cé thé vay ban?”
“Pung vay, mot c6 bé vi me ma héa thanh du hon sao cé thé van duc.”

Ton Qua dirng xe, nhe nhang xoa dau co6 bé, “Chau c6 muén me minh bién
thanh nguwdi xau khong?”
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Co bé lac dau: “Khong a.”
Nguwoi phu nit strng sot: “To6i? Toi bién thanh nguwdi xau?”
“Co con nhd minh tén gi khong?”

“Tén toi sao? Buong nhién nhd o, toi tén la...” Mudi ngon tay cua co gai
luén vao mai téc dai, cong ngwoi gidy dua “T6i... Tén toi la..”

Ton Qua quan sat tw thé ki quac ctia nguwoi phu ni¥, ro6i quay sang nhin co
bé ngoi trén long: “Trwdc khi moi viéc trd nén té hon, chau di di.”

Mot tiéng thd dai khe khé thoat ra tir miéng c6 bé, doi mat trong veo tr@
nén mo duc, co bé bién thanh mot con buip bé vai nho nho, vo cung ban
thiu.

Nguoi me gao thét nhw da tha mat con, hai con ngwaoi dé rirc xuyén qua
m& téc dai huwdng vé Ton Qua: “Cac nguoi! Tat ca cac nguwdi déu goi ta la
ba dién 6m bup bé! Nhung day chinh la con gai ta! Vi sao lai ép me con ta
xa cach nhau! Vi sao ha!”

“T6i khong bat con géi roi khéi cd, ma mudn cat dit lvu luyén duy nhat
cta cd véi tran gian.” Ton Qua dua tay chi vé phia sau ngudi phu ni,
“Khong ai bao c6 la ba dién, doi vdi bon ho, c6 chi la mét con bip bé dang
so khong thé tiéu huy.”

Ngudi phu nit quay dau nhin hinh béng phan chiéu trén civa kinh xe, 1ap
tec than khoc the lvong.

“Co cting nen di di.” Ton Qua noi.

Vira dit 101, trén ghé phu 1ai chi con hai con bip bé dwa sat vao nhau.
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Cha thich:

(): Khd (zh. T, sa. duhkha, pi. dukkha) 1a mot khai niém quan trong cta
Phat gido, l1a co sé ctia T diéu dé. Kho 1a mot trong ba tinh chat ctia sy vat
va dugc dic két trong cau nhan dinh Bai l1a bé kho.

Gidi () (zh. 7, sa. $ila, pi. sila) 12 giGi ludt ma tdng, ni cling nhu ngudi
tu tai gia phai tuan thu.
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Chuong 5: Quy Vuc
Ton Qua dua tay che di anh sang gay gat.
“Anh tinh r6i a.”
“Cau chu Quan?”

Pau Ton Qua dau nhu sap nitt, gang gwong mé mat nhin vé noi phat ra
am thanh, ngo6i trén ghé 1ai phu, chinh la cau chi méi nham chitc cia Quy
Mon Quan.

Pong ho nho trén c6 tay da ngirng hoat dong, khong can xem ciing biét
kim quay tron, dong hé tinh km cta xe cling héng. Tén Qua trong ra ngoai
ctra s, tredc mat la bo cat vang bién xanh ménh méng, cai néng khién
dwong nét sy vat mop méo, lam chiéc thuyén dam dat bén bd nhuw sap tan
thanh bot.

“Quy Vuc.”
Mot gidy truedc khi mé man, Ton Qua van dang & trén dwong trong sang
thu, lic nay lai la bai bién vang lang ngay he, di nhién da bi bat céc tGi

khong gian khac.

Chi can c6 quy khi cuong dai trong tay, bat luan la con ngwdi nhw Ton
Qua4, hay ké m@i thanh ma, cling c6 thé tao ra Quy Vuc.

“Quy Mon Quan thye chang phai hv danh.”
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Nghe thdy Ton Qua cam khai, cau chu Quan thu héi tam mat: “Quy Vuc
do ai tao ra?”

“Mot con ma mai, khong nghi no lai 1én di theo t6i.”
Cau chu Quan phan déi: “Ma mdi thi 1y sttc manh & dau ra?”

“Quy khi cua cau manh nhv vay, lam dung mot chut la lam dugc ngay.”
Ton Qua cwoi noi, “Tan 1ao ban nha ho Quan, ngay ca chuyén nay cling
khong biét thi that lo lang thay cho twong lai cia Quy Mén Quan.”

“Anh biét roi sao, khong phai bi ma méi Itra chit.” Cau chti Quan cham
biém, tdm trang duong nhu rat vui vé.

Ton Qua do tran, quan sat ti mi gwong mat nghiéng cia cau: “Vi mudn
c6 nguoi thira ké, du cho méi nham chite thi 6ng cht Quan ciing phai voi
vang tim nguoi ghép doi. Toi vira cho thué mot dém, con dinh don cau di
xem mat, chac dé 10 so hd nén né nhan ldc xe trong réi 1én vao.”

Cau chu Quan nhiu may: “Néi chuyén thi dé y mot chit, gio anh dwa
ching ta ra ngoai trugc.”

“Con ma méi nay tao ra Quy Vuc nhung khong c6 kha nang chéng do,
cau nhin né6 coi, dén gio van chwa thé hién hinh.” Tén Qua néi, “Ching ta
kéo dai mot chut, troi sap sang r6i.”

Bén ngoai la nang hé chéi chang, bén trong xe Ton Qua van cam nhan
duwgc sy mat mé cia sang sém dau thu. Quy Vuc nay chi c6 do anh thi giac
chit khong tac dong toan b dén co thé, Ton Qua tham nghi, ding la ha
dang.

“Ton Qua.”
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Dot nhién cau cht Quan pha tan sy im lang, thap giong bao, “Trwdc khi
tim thdy tan nwong, tdi c6 viéc phai lam.”

“Viec gi?”

“Anh.” Cau nam 4o Tén Qua kéo vé phia minh, tregt ngudi twa vao ctra
xe, mut 1ay méi dwdi Ton Qud, “Anh muon toi phai khong?”

“Lam sao toi dam chit?” Canh tay Ton Qua dat trén kinh xe, ngam chat
moi cau, roi mai miét hén xudng hai bén co, tiép do la xwong quai xanh.
Cau chua Quan tha gip, mot tay lwét qua ba vai Ton Qua, anh giat vat 4o so
mi bén hong cau, tay phdi luén vao vuot ve ***g ngurc run ray.

Mot con dao nhon dam thang vao gdy Ton Qu4, anh cuwdi nhat mot tiéng,
tay phdi bop chat c6 cau chi Quan, tay trai rat con dao khéi gay, lwdi dao
trang sang nhw md&i, chang hé vay mau.

“T6t nhat ngwoi nén nhd cho ky,” Tén Qua dung dao dam vao nguc cau
chu Quan, dung dau goi ép chat bung duwéi, khong thém dé y dén tiéng
xuwong cot gay vun, “Ghé phu l4i la dé ma ngoi, cai Quy M6n Quan can la
nguoi ghép doi chi khong phai tan nwong.”

Khuon mdt con quy méo mo van veo, voi vang thoat khoi hinh dang cau
cht Quan, gidy dua tan tac dwdi chan anh: “Sao nguoi dam lam can trong
Quy Vuc cua ta!”

“Cutia nguoi?” Ton Qua noéi, “Nguwoi van chira hiéu sao? Néu trong Quy
Vuc ma khong bi thwong mai la chu nhan cua Quy. Loai ma mdi nhw
nguoi, du c6 mugn quy khi tr Quy Mon Quan, chi c6 thé dich dung va tao
ra ao anh thoi.”

“DPo6 khon!” Udng cong vung vay ndy gig, con quy dan dan tan bién
chdng con chut dau vét.
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Ton Qua stra sang lai quan 4o, cam 1ay con dao m@i duwgc tao ra chua kip
bién mat, dam thang vao tim.

“Anh tinh roi a.”

Ton Qua tré vé tr Quy Vyce ha miéng thd doc, qua kinh chiéu hau trong
thdy mot nguwdi thanh nién: “Cau cha Quan.”

“Chua dugc toi cho phép ma dam lam dung quy khi, biét hau qua thé nao
khong?”

“Puong nhién t6i biét.” Ton Qua dap, “Cau mdi la boss cubi cia Quy
Ve, chi can cadu mudn, lic nao ciing c6 thé bat linh hon cta t6i.”

“Nhung anh thtra biét t6i sé khong 1am vay phdi khong.” Khée miéng cau
khé nhéch, “Choi véi ma mdi vui khong?”

“Ciling dugc, néu han khong dam toi thi h6m nay qua la ngay hanh phic
nhat luon.”

“H6m nay gio mdi bat dau.” Cau chti Quan ngap mét cai té vé khong
hitng thu, “Troi sang r6i, 1én duwong tim ngwoi ghép doi di.”

“Tuan ménh.” Ton Qua cuwoi cuoi, khoi dong xe trong anh binh minh.
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Chuwong 6: Hang Phuc

Goc trén to gidy ghi so tién ba mwoi 1am van, chuyén dwoc ghi lai nhw
sau: bat dau tir mot thang trwdc, ngwoi ty thac khong thé nhé dugce viéc xdy
ra vao budi dém, nhung ngudi yéu cia y nhé rd, trong dién thoai ctia ngudi
yéu y Iwu tri¥ rat nhiéu hinh dnh than mat cua hai ngwdi, ban bé ca hai ciing
chitng kién. Nguoi ty thac khong thé chiu dugce niva, y mudn cham dit viéc
nay.

Cau chd Quan cham lira r6i ném td gidy vao dinh: “Chia nam nam.”
Ton Qua kinh ngac nhin diéu thuoc cau dwa: “Gi day?”

“Thudc dinh than, mot ngay mot diéu.” Cau chi Quan hwéng dé thudc vé
phia anh, thdy anh khong nhéan lién nhét thang vao miéng, “Gan day xuat
hién mot hon twgng(thg hon), vira cé thé huy hon vira c6 thé chiéu hon, t6i
khong mu6n nhan vién ctia minh gap nan.”

Ton Qua cuwdi cudi, redn nguwdi dwa dau thudc dén sat bat Itva cta cau:
“Rat cam on, Quan ldo ban.”

“Xin can than.”

Ton Qua ngam thud6c 1én xe, nhan chan ga chay khuat tam mat 6ng chu
Quan, anh hit mot hoi thudc réi nhéa khéi ra ngoai ctra so, ti€p dé dirng xe
bén dwdong, uong mot ngum tir binh nwdc, phan con lai anh do vao ghé phu.
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Lan dau anh dwgc Quy Mo6n Quan chiéu mo thi cau chu dwong nhiém la
mot cau bé mudi tudi, con ngwoi den 1ay thong suot khién anh e de, dira tré
16n 1én thanh cau cht Quan, Ton Qua cang khong dam xem thuwong.

Ton Qua do xe triedc clira mot tiém an dém, tram tw 6m vo lang.

Hai nguoi dan ong 16i kéo nhau, dap tan hinh anh den dém ruc rd phan
chiéu duéi viing nwdc, mé ctra xe manh dén dé nhw sap vo ca kinh.

Ton Qua dinh than, trong kinh chiéu hau hién 1én mot tam lung go xwong
song, mot ban tay bat 1dy phan luwng ghé tai xé, nguwdi ngoi dang sau ltic nao
cling rén ri siét chat ngoén tay. Tén Qua chang noi gi, nam ngoén tay phai go
nhip trén vo lang, cho ho 1én tiéng.

“Con tiép tuc thi em ng6i dang tredc d6.” Cau thanh nién tré tudi thé
déc, “Budng ra.”

Cau thanh nién day nguoi dan 6ng mac au phuc, ngoi day chinh don lai
trang phuc, cai nhin vira giao véi Ton Qua qua gwong chiéu hau, lap tirc bi
nguoi kia gitt cam xoay sang.

“Van Lvgc, em khong duge phép nhin nguoi dan ong khac.”

Giong no6i vi khach mac au phuc day hoi regu, nong dam men tinh, cau
trai kia cwdi nhe nhwng cling thuan theo yéu cau vo ly do, dwa mat nhin
nguoi dan ong mdc au phuc doc dia chi cho Ton Qua: “Sw phu da lam
phién anh r6i.”

“Khong sao dau, trach nhiém cta t6i ma.” Ton Qua khach khi dap.

Diém dén la khu biét thy sang trong ngoai thanh, phong tién nghi nhat
khong dudi nghin van, Tén Qua hiém khi dwa khach vé d6 nén khong quen
dwong lam, anh gitr toc do can than. Vi khach mac vest say khuwét thap
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giong phan nan, cau trai tré ruwén ngudi lén ghé tredc cuwdi bao Ton Qua:
“Sw phu, anh tang toc duwgc khong, duwong nay khong co giam sat dau.”

“Van Lugc.”

Nguwoi dan 6ng kia cat tiéng goi, cau trai lai vé cho cii: “Sao luén miéng
goi em thé? Em c6 chay mat dau.”

“Sao em lai mudn ngoi dang truedc?” Vi khach mac vest hai lai.
“Trén d6 khong phai chen chuc.”

“Anh khong cho phép em ngo6i ghé truéce.”

“Pugce.”

Cau trai vira dit 161, lién bi nguwdi no de 1én, 1ap titc bén trong xe tran day
mui duc vong.

Taxi ré sai duwong, hai nguwdi dang chim dam trong an ai chang hé hay
biét, Ton Qua xudng xe ré6i md ctra, nam chat ba vai vi khach mac au phuc
quang ra ngoai.

“Pirng nhic nhich.” Ton Qua lay khau stng hoi tr thi ngye réi di sat dau
vi khach au phuc, dong thoi dap sap cira xe nhot cau thanh nién kia lai,
guwong mat cau ta hung ton nhw s6i, nam tay dién cuéng dap ctra kinh.

“Anh muo6n gi?!”

Nguwoi khach mdc vest da tinh rwgu, ra sic phan khang thi bi bang sung
nén mot cai khuyu xudng dat.

“Pirng c6 nhic nhich.” Tén Qua noi, “Dé nguwdi yéu anh ngoi vao ghé lai

»

phu.
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“Céi gi?”

“Lam nhu t6i bdo.” nong sing ctia Ton Qua léch mot chut, vién dan suot
qua dau vi khach r6i gam xuong dat, “To6i khong nhac lan hai.”

“Van Lugc.” Nguoi dan 6ng no che miéng vét thwong, “Lén ghé 1ai phu
di.”

Hai tay cau trai da tady do, nghe thdy cau néi d6 co mat lién run ray, hién

1én vé sung swéng khong thé kim nén, 1ap titc nghe theo ménh 1énh cua y.

Quy khi trén ghé 1ai phu 1a my thy'c ma dam ma quy thém nho dai, Ton
Qué qua quen vGi biéu cam nay, day chinh la long tham sap dugc thoa man.

Nguoi thanh nién quo tay tém thit gi dé trong khong trung roi nhét vao
miéng, song rot cudc, hanh dong cta co thé chang thé du6i kip duc vong
cta quy hon, dot nhién ngwdi cau ta nhw bi ngwdi khac nam vai giat manh
hai céi, dién mao quy hon thoat ra khoi thé xac hoan toan bat dong.

“Van Lugc!” Vi khach mac au phuc bat chap hong sing dang uy hiép ma
lao 1én trdc ctra xe, “Van Lwgc! Van Luoc!”

RO rang y dang goi ngudi con trai dang nudt quy hon ngoi trong xe. Ton
Qua cudi kho, nhin vé hai kich nay, dot nhién khoe miéng cirng do.

Vi khéach kia cling ngdy ngan.

MGt gidy tridc van la quy hon hoan chinh, lic nay da tan thanh may
manh khong r6 hinh dang xung dot v6i nhau trong khong gian nho hep.

Nguwoi nay hodng so nhin vé phia Ton Qua: “Anh da lam gi v6i Van
Lwoc caa t6i?”

“Pay khong phai la Van Lugc,” Hai chit “Hon twgng” hién 1én trong dau
Ton Qua, “La cé ngudi dung c6 hon da quy tao ra quy hon, gan day anh da
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tim nguwoi dén goi hon phai khéng?”

“Cau ay tu ve vdi toi.” Hai ban tay caa vi khach ap chat trén kinh xe, mat
van chang roi dam quy hon bén trong, “Mung hai thang trudc la ngay gio
Van Luogc, luc ti nghia trang veé, cau ay da ¢ trong phong ngu.”

Ton Qua khong hiéu hon twgng vi sao lai thich vi khach nay dén thé,
chau may néi: “Quy hén nay cé nhd va anh chuyén gi khong?”

“Khong c6.” Y dot nhién cudi cuoi, “Lic nao cling la téi noi gi cau ay
nghe ndy, t6i bao lam gi thi cau ay lam theo.”

Ton Qua chdp mat, an dwong dan ra: “Néi ldo, chu cia cau ta chinh la
anh.”

“Cai gi?!”

“Han la trong ldc v6 thite, anh da hgp thé may c6 hon da quy, ” Ton Qua
thu sting vao long, “Van Lwgc gid nay hoan toan chiu sai khién cta anh,
nén madi vo cung ngoan ngoan.”

Hon twgng bat dac di sitng so chdc lat, cdi dau cuwdi thé lwong: “Hba ra la
vay toi con twdng cau ay luu luyén minh, nghi rang cau ay tré vé dé bu dap,
thi ra la do t6i.”

“Pugc roi, ngwoi ty thac cta téi khong muon tiép tuc choi tro nay véi
anh.”

Vi khach no sitng s0, ap tran vao ctra, vuét ve man mé gwong mat cau
trai kia qua 16p kinh: “Néi vay, toi sé mat cau ay sao?”

“Khong mat hoan toan” Ton Qua dap, “Nhwng ngudoi da chét r6i.”

“Thé v.”
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Chuat ham mudn cudi cung cua hon twgng bién mat, cling la Iic c6 hon da
quy bat an no hoan toan tan bién.
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Chuong 7: O Lai

Gio giao xe, Ton Qua mdi tinh ngu dirng trong bong ram.

Cudi he dau thu, thoi diém giao nhau gifta ngay va dém cang lic cang
som, khién anh ngta khong du giac.

Mot chiéc taxi dirng lai bén canh anh, hai nguwdi bwdc xudng, mot ngudi
la chu xe s phu Pinh, nguoi con lai la Ton Vang.

Ton Vang cham mot diéu thudc, gitt im lang.

Ton Qua dua tién thu lao cho sw phu Dinh, giit lai tén gid cua minh, g&
bo vach ngan trong xe.

Ton Vang day diéu thudc vé khoe miéng, dwa tdi gidy trong tay cho anh:
“Pay la tién cong vu anh em sinh do6i.”

Ton Qua xem qua coc tién trong tui, r6i cho tay vao rit né ra: “T6i chi
lay chi phi dau md, viéc kia coi nhw la tinh nguyén gitup do thoi, khong
muon cau cht Quan nghi rang t6i kiém thu nhap riéng.”

“Cau cha Quan. Y cau 1a tay sinh vién d6 ha?” Toén Vang g& diéu thudc
khoi miéng, vay tan thudc sang mot bén, tay con lai gio céi tdi 1én day
ngoan co, “Cho thang nhéc ay biét thi sao, né c6 kha nang lam gi dugc
cau?”
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“Nguyén tac la nguyén tac.” Ton Qua néi, “Ma nay, c6 thdi gian thi vé an
bita com, ba me nhé anh day.”

Ton Vang kéo ¢6 4o anh dén trwdc mat: “Ton Qua, ditng quén chu cling
chi la tu hui chiém t6 chim khach, doat linh hon con nha ngwdi ta, dirng c6
ngang nhién déng gia thanh vién gia dinh ho, ac qua day.”

“Thé coi ho nhuw nguwdi la thi ho vui chac?” Ton Qua vung tay gat ga,
“T6i lam vay chi dé bu dap cho ho théi.”

Ton Vang sing sot.

Vét nang chiéu kéo dai hai chiéc bong, cudi cung hoa vao chiéc bong
khong 16 ctia cac toa nha.

“T6i di lam day.” Ton Qua lén thang xe, men theo cac con duwong thanh
pho vé nha ho Quan phia Bong Bac.

Cau chd Quan van ng6i sau quay va xem sach, mot quyén sach nhw thé
vinh vién chang thé doc xong, Ton Qua khong khéi nay sinh hiéu ky, anh
thirec muon biét Iac khac khi ai d6 mé cira, liéu c6 trong thay canh twgng
nay khong.

“Xin chao quy khach.”
“Chao budi t6i.”

Sau khi chao hoi theo thong 1€, cau chu Quan tang thém mot cau: “Uy
thac lan nay dé anh ty lam.”

Ton Qua ngd vue tiép nhan to gidy tw tay cau.

Pa may ngay lién déu xdy ra tai nan ¢ nga tw, toan bé déu do ngudi diéu
khién sau khi mat y thitc khong khong ché dugc tay lai gay ra, thém vao do,
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nhitng ngudi ti nan déu c6 diém twong dong dang sg, mot vét tray da rat
nho.

Vi tri nga tw duong vo cung quen thugc véi Ton Qua, xuan ha thu dong,
da vo so lan anh ¢ day ngam bong tuyét tir trén trdi roi xudng.

“Cau biét viéc t6i chd quy hon kia sao?”
Cau chu Quan than nhién cuoi cuwoi.

Trong truyén thuyét Quy Mon Quan nudi dwdng ma quy & nhitng géc am
u rinh rap nhan gian, Tén Qua ludén luén cho rang day la chi la théu dét
khong c6 thuc, Quy Mon Quan nudi quy la khong sai, nhung khong c6 kha
nang gay ra sy viéc nay.

Song gio phut nay, anh chang thé khong tin.

Uy thac nay dung thyc la dé Ton Qua ty minh lam, néu la ngudi khéc,
can ban sé khong biét quy hon 1én xe ¢ dau.

Ton Qua ding xe & vé duwong, mao ctra lai phu maoi khach 1én xe.

Cai nong thang bay am lich chwa hé suy giam, hanh khach van mac ao
mang td6 mau long chudt, vira 1én xe lién dwa vao ctra s6 nhw thé dang ngu.

“C0 cling vo ich, cung t6i ké chuyén xwa di.” Tén Qua chay xe rat nhanh
nhuwng 6n dinh, chinh nhé am lwgng radio, “Sau bay nam trwdc, khoang 1é
tam 1é chin 4y, c6 mot vi thi trudng bao dwdng mot nguwdi dan 6ng, tinh
cam han khong té. Mua dong nam dé, trong lan 1én lit hen ho da xdy ra tai
nan trén dwong, thi tredng cling la nguwdi cam lai chi bi thwong nhe, phan
tng dau tién chinh la bé tron khoi hién truong, dé lai ngwoi trong thwong
chét ¢ trong xe. Chuyén la vay ddy, ” Tén Qua néi, “Tron thi cé ich gi?
Cu6i cung van bi diéu tra, chuyén nhan tinh, trach nhiém vu tai nan, tat ca
déu bi phoi bay truwdc anh sang.”
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Vi khach chang hé phan tng.

Qua bay nam, du cho lic song 6n hoa vo hai thé nao, quy hon ciing sé roi
vao canh dién cuéng. Tén Qua da biét nguwoi khach nay chang con nghe
duwgc 16i anh néi, hét thay déu la kich ban da dinh, két cuc la cai chét.

S6 gidy dém ngugc tw tir giam, Ton Qua dé y thay mot chiéc xe tai hang
nang chay ca dém trén con duong cat ngang dang lao vun vt vé phia nga
.

Khong hé bdo trudc, hoa tuyét bong hién gitra khong trung.
“La... Tuyét roi sao?”

Hanh khach vira dit 161, xe taxi lién lao ra ngoai, bén sudn ctra s6 v tan
tanh do va dap manbh, tiéng kim loai mép méo vang lén chdi tai, co thé
hanh khach bién dang trén ghé, nitdc mat hoa lan cuing mau twoi chay
xuong tr gwong mat y.

“Anh Hiéu Phong, ” hanh khach ho khan, titng con titng con nghen ngao,
“O lai gidp em, duwoc khong?”

“Bll’dc,”
“That sao?”
Ton Qua mim cwoi: “That chi.”

Guong mat mau thit 1an 16n caa vi khach x6 lai thanh biéu cam chang r6
1a mitng hay khéc: “U...”

Quy vuc do vi khach tao ra dan dan bién mat, Tén Qua c6 chap kim nén
y thitc, mai dén khi xac dinh vi khach da hoan toan bién mat md&i mac ké
ban than chét di, bat ra ngoai, vuing vay tranh khéi quy vuc do anh ty tao.
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Xe taxi con dirng nguyén tai cho, vi khach, xe tai hang ndng cting hoa
tuyét, déu da bién mat.
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Chuong 8: Ghép Xe

Ton Qua gdp thoang qua mot cau thanh nien kha tré.

Nguoi nay tudi xap xi cau chti Quan, hai mat mot mi, dién mao khong
dep, Ton Qua co y xoay nguwoi nhin thoang qua, lic chinh lai canh ctra siéu
thi mini bi m@ toang, mui quy khi nong dam pha vao miat.

Ton Qua vdi tay stta lai chuéng gio bi 1éch, r6i dong ctra lai, ri rii nwdc
mua trén nguoi.

Cau cha Quan gap sach trén tay réi ditng day: “Xin chao quy khach.”
“Vtra ndy la &ng vién“ghép doi” phai khong?”

Cau chu Quan dat binh nwdc va hop go 1én quay: “Sao dugc chi, t6i dé y
ngoai hinh lam day.”

“Con toi thi sao?” Ton Qua chi chi minh.

Cau cha Quan chi kep t@ gidy, dwa cho anh: “Mat miii chang co, cling
khong thé sinh con cho t6i.”

“Tiéc that.” Ton Qué nhanh chéng xem qua ndi dung trong giay, roi
cham Itta ném vao tiéu dinh, “Con hai ngay nita 1a Vu Lan, nhung nguoi
“ghép doi” chang thay, khong kip mat.”
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“Nam nay khong dwgc thi nam sau, nam sau van chwa thay thi nam sau

»

nira.
“Nhung cdu cé thé chét bat ki ltic nao”

L&i néi tuy tan nhan song lai la sy thie, cau chi Quan ciling chang tirc
gian, cudi bao Quy Mon Quan bao doi nay, chac chan nhat chinh 1a ho
meénh.

Cau 1dy mot diéu dinh than tir 10ng ban tay nhw dung ma thuat, nhét vao
miéng Toén Qua roi bat hop quet.

Ton Qua nghiéng dau tranh ngon ltra: “Hon twong da gidi quyét xong, toi
khong thich hat thube.”

“Pay la thang quy, may nguoi cac anh hay giao tiép v4i ma quy, linh hén
rat dé xuat ra ngoai.” Cau chi Quan 6m ldy mat anh, “Ghét ciing phai
chiu.”

“Me cau chua bao gio xem trong viéc nay.”
“Bd&i me t0i chi coi anh la nhan vién.”

Ton Qua nhin sau vao mat cau chu Quan, khé nhiu may: “Vay cau coi t6i
la gi?”

Cau chu Quan nhwén may: “Po6 choi.”

Ton Qua bat cwoi, thanh thanh that that hat hét mot diéu duéi sy giam sat
cta cau chu Quan, sau cat mét diéu khac roi ra ngoai.

Nhin mat ngwoi khach chi khoang hai bay hai tam tudi, dang trong trang
thai mé man, co thé chuyén dong cung nhip x6c nay cta taxi. Ton Qua
thinh thodng nhin qua gwong chiéu hau dé quan sat tinh hinh cta y, nghi
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tham néu 16i néi xudt phat tir tam la thuye, thi vi khach nay nhat dinh la
nguwoi on hoa vo hai, la con rieng mot nha giau co, twong lai da c6 nguoi lo.

Hanh khéach ngt nhw chét, Ton Qua c6 tim ngudi ghép xe cling chang
van dé.

Ven duong c6 nguwoi dam muwa vay tay goi xe, Ton Qua bé 14i dirng bén
canh ngwdi ng, mwa tat vao ctra kinh tao nhat nhoa, ngwdi no lai dung thang
ao lén, hoan toan trong khong ro dién mao.

Cho Ton Qua dui mat xong, ké kia van dang phan van giita ghé phu lai
va bang ghé sau, vi thé Tén Qua dé ga dirng trong mwa, dap ga vut qua.

Muva cang luc cang to, anh den trong mwa mo mit, ranh gidi gitra thien
dia am dwong cang mo ho, con duwdong von vang vé lai 10 ma@ hién ra nhitng
canh tay vay xe, Ton Qua chay xe cham hon, lwét qua dam ngudi do.

Ton Qua chay di chay lai tréen mot doan dvong, canh twgng ven duong
khong ngiing thay doi, Ton Qua phan biét tirng gwong mat, dot nhién quay
xe dirng ¢ vé duong, mé cira 6m mot dita bé trai réi dam chan ga di mat.

Toc do dién cuong khién dira tré sg tai mat, sau khi Ton Qua dirng xe
md&i nom nép lo sg leo sang ghé 1ai phu: “Chd la ai?”

“Tai x€ taxi.” Dta bé chang hé ngodi nhin vi khach phia sau, Toén Qua
thd phao nhe nhom, “Muwa 16n thé nay sao khéng ¢ nha dgi?”

“Trong nha c6 nguwoi, ” cau bé nho giong néi, “Vé nha la ho hanh ha
chau.”

Ton Qua 1ay chiéc khan mat ti trong hop do, phu Ién dau dira tré.

Cau nhéc kéo khan xuong dé lau nwdc mwa trén mat, ngay gidy sau lién
kip phén &ng, so s0 khap nguoi.

bén ngoai mwa nhuv trut nwdc, vay
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ma nhoéc chang hé bi vét.

“Ma méi déu nhu thé, thinh thodng 1am twéng minh la con ngwdi.” Ton
Qua cham mot diéu thudc dwa cho cau nhoc, “Hut mot hoi di, nhan lic
thang c6 hon, con dwge cam nhan nhw nao 1a thye thé.”

DPita bé cam diéu thuoc, hit mot hoi da ho khan sac sua.
“Tén chau la gi?”

Cau bé nuot nwdc bot dé lam diu c6 hong, khée miéng triu xuéng: “Chau
quén réi.”

“Ngay tredc ¢ dau?”
“Cling quén a.”

Dbiéu bo hut thudc ctia cau bé rat lao luyén, muwdi phan than sac trén
gurong mat non nét hién 1én oan han. Ton Qua dwa mat nhin né ném dau
mau thu6c ra ngoai ctra so, day kinh ctra xe 1én ro6i né6 may: “Chu dwa chau

A9

Ve.
Cau nhoéc giat minh: “Cha biét nha chau & dau a?”

“Puwong nhién chu biét. Ghé phu cta xe nay cé quy hon ma ma quy rat
thich, bang ghé sau c6 mot cai xac khong hon, ma quy binh thwdng nhat
dinh sé hién ra dé tim noi cw ngu.” Ton Qua khéi dong xe, “Chi c6 minh
chéu, chang buon liéc mat nhin than xac minh mot céi.”

Xe dot ngot tang tdc, co thé dira tré nga vé phia sau theo quan tinh,
xuyén qua lwng ghé va vao than xac dang sau.

Vi khach von bat dong bong mé choang mat, vang 1én tiéng hit thd kho
khan.
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“Mui vi diéu dinh than khéng té chi.” Ton Qua nhin vao do6i mat yéu 6t
tuyét vong kia qua guwong chiéu hau, “Chao mirng anh vé nha, Ky tién
sinh.”
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Chuong 9: Am L

Chuong gi6 vang 1én, thé nhung canh cita siéu thi chang hé nhic nhich.

Hinh bong cia ngudi dan ong tré tudi i t hién 1én qua canh ctra, budc
vao quay roi ding sau cau chu Quan.

“Pa vé r6i.” Cau chu Quan gap sach lai, nam mot nhim tro tan trong
dinh, xoay vé phia ngudi dan 6ng kia.

Nguoi no nang tay cau lén, cti dau liém tan tro trong long ban tay, guong
mat trang béch dan dan hong hao: “Ton Qua da 1én duong roi.”

Khi Ton Qua day cira vao la viéc ciia mudi lam phuit sau.
“Xin chao quy khach.” Cau chia Quan gat dau.
“Chao budi t6i.”

Cau chu Quan hom nay khéac han véi truwée kia, binh thwong triede tran
hay loa x0a vai sgi toc, hom nay quan 4o chinh té vira van c6 vé khac la,
nét mat van nhw ngay thuong.

“Sao van chwa xudt phat?” Tén Qua héi, “Chang 1é dgi t6i sao?”

Ong chu chwa két hon cia Quy Moén Quan phai ra ngoai ghép doi trong
dém Vu Lan, nhan vién siéeu thi dugc nghi mot ngay, Ton Qua tdi day do
nhat thoi ndy sinh y dinh, song hinh nhw cdu chi Quan ciing chang dé y.
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Cau cha Quan chi ra sau: ” Budi sang lic anh ngu, y thi tham lién tuc bén
tai anh bdo tGi day nén t6i doan tdm phan anh sé qua.”

Lic nay Ton Qua mdéi nhan ra con mot ngudi ditng trong bong t6i, ding
la ngwdi thanh nién tré tu6i hai hém truede anh gap: “Pay la ma cau nuobi
sao?”

“Ciing la cha t0i.” Cau chu Quan nghieng nguoi, hai ban tay ap vao nhau
roi kéo dan thanh mot vét sang gitta ho, “Pay la nhan vién cua t6i, hai
nguoi da tirng gap nhau roi.”

Ton Qua cam ban tay phai ctia ngwdi no theo phan xa, 1ong ban tay &m
ap, da thit day dd, néu khong phai tir chinh miéng cau chti Quan thitra nhan,
bdo y 1a quy hon thi that kho tin: “Sao cdu lam dwgc chuyén nay?”

“Chang phai viéc khé ma.” Cau cha Quan dap, “Tinh nguyén lam tai xé
cua toi a? Dé chét lam do.”

“Ghép doi la chuyén hé trong ca doi cta cau chu, sao toi vang mat dugc
chit.” Ton Qua nhan diéu thudc dinh than tir cau, cham thudc, “T6i khong
sg chét.”

Cau chu Quan mim cwoi, dwa cho anh mét to gidy, trén do viét tén mot
co gai, c6 ngay thang nam sinh, gio mat va noi chét: “Tim nguwdi nay cho
t0i.”

Xe taxi xudt phat tir siéu thi, tir Quy Mén Dong Bac, sang Thién M6n
Tay Bac, r6i qua Nhan M6n Tay Nam, nhap vao duwong Bong Nam. Canh
sac chung quanh nhw mot bite thiy mac ngam nwéc, dé nat mép méo tam
t0i, mOt vai tia sang am tham le 16i, trong khoanh khac lién bién thanh
nhitng du hon tap ténh khap noi, cach mot doan xuat hién mot dong Itva dot
vang ma cua tran gian, day chinh la nga tv duong.

“Am 16.” Té6n Qua thét 1én.
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Lam tai xé taxi, anh biét rdo thanh pho6 nay hon ai hét, anh Itvra & nga tw
dwong du dé dan anh t6i dia diém chinh xac, trdc 12h dém tim dugc hon
ma cua cO gai.

Co 1€ do qua gap, dién mao c6 gai ma bat ti phu hgp véi cau chii Quan
cling chang xuat ching. C6 géi van chwa qua 49 ngay, cam giac chwa khoi
phuc nguyén ven, nét mat do dan. Cau chti Quan xudng xe vin vao c6 noi
may cau, 6m eo roi duwa Ién xe. Cita xe mé ra dong lai chi von ven hai phuit,
nhung dam ma quy nhan ra sy khac thwong lién xtm lai.

“T6n Qua, ” cau chi Quan néi, “Ty minh cau phic di.”

Quy khi nong dam cua cau chu Quan ngap tran trong xe, nhwng lic nay
lai ngung tu & bang ghé sau, hinh thanh két gigi den kit, im ang, ldng nhw
to.

Mui ngudi song cia Tén Qua mat si che chan, trong nhay mat tré thanh
ctru non gitra bay séi.

Pam du hon thém thuéng lao dén nhuw con séng, cita kinh xe dudi ap lyc
v6 hinh vang lén tiéng nit rang rac.

Ton Qua quay sang nhin ngwdi thanh nién trén ghé phu 14i, rot cudc ciing
da trong thay y.

Ra vao am 16 nhat dinh c6 vat hi sinh, ma vat hi sinh dwong nhién khong
phai quy hon.

“Heét cach r6i.” Ton Qua rit dao gam dinh dam vao c6 tay, nhwng lai bi
nguoi khac gitr chat.

“To6i mai la vat hi sinh Quan U'c chuan bi trwde.” Y néi, “Cau la lai xe.”
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Y mé& cira, bwdc xudng xe, tiéng ma quy tranh gianh mau thit 6n ao vang
1én. Hai mat Tén Qua nhin trirtng tritng xem mau thit gia ban tung toe,
nhing van chwa thady hon ngudi no xuat ra ngoai, dam ma quy tré nén
cubng bao, gao thét thé lvong.

“Do y cam cy dugc lau hay do téi xong viéc s6m nhi?”

Giogng noi cua cau chu Quan vang 1én, quy khi lai ngap tran trong xe, linh
hon co gai da bién mat hoan toan, chi con thodng chit mui vi. Cau cha
Quan cai lai cuc ao, ap tran vao ctra xe trong ra bén ngoai.

“Bao gio lan dau chong choi cling chang dwgc lau.” Ton Qua nhin ra
ngoai ctra so, linh hon ngwdi no van bam chat vao may mau thit thira trong
khong trung, “Dung cha minh lam vat hi sinh, chac chi minh Quy Mén
Quan md&i dam lam.”

Cau chu Quan cuwdi cwdi, gap ngoén tay go déu déu 1én ctra kinh xe, go
dén thit tiéng thit chin, hon ngudi no thoat ra, trong nhay mat lién bi dam
c6 hon phia sau nhao 1én can nuét: “Nudi y nhiéu nam nhw vay chi vi ngay
nay, y cting chi mong dwgc chét. Du sao thi,..” Cau chti Quan nhin Ton Qua
qua guong chiéu hdu, mim cuwdi diu dang:

“Cat bui lai tré vé v6i cat bui.”

“Néi cling phai.” Ton Qua thoang rung minh roi khéi dong xe.
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Chuong 10: Poan Tu

Ton Vang x6ng vao siéu thi, lwét qua quay, xach c6 do cau chi Quan l1én:
“Ton Qua dau?”

Cau chua Quan nhac tay gat di, bao vé ban than treéc hon ma dang sot
rudt kia: “Anh khong phai Ton Qua sao?”

“Pirng c6 gia vo!” Tén Vang gam gu, “Ton Qua dau?”

Cau chua Quan chang hé dap lai, 1dy tay nam chat nam tay ctia T6n Vang.
Trong cau c6 vé thu sinh yéu 6t, vy ma siét chat dén mirc mat miii Ton
Vang x0 vao nhau.

Cau chu Quan buong tay ra, Ton Vang lui ra sau ting budce kho khan.

“T6i biét anh.” Nhitng ngoén tay cau chi Quan lwét qua nép nhan quan
ao, quay lai nang chiéc ghé bi d6 1én, “Anh trai sinh doi cia Ton Qua, lam
viéc cho Cau Boc Moc.”

Guong mat Ton Vang khé bién sac.

Dé duy tri sy can bang am dwong cua thanh phé nay can phai c6 mot am
mot dwong, doi 1ap véi Quy Moén Quan phia Pong Bac, 1a Cau Boc Mdc
toa lac tai Tay Nam. Cho du song hanh, nhwng Quy Mon Quan am hiéu
viéc dinh hon va nu6i quy, con sé treong cia Cau BDoc Mdc la tran hon va
bat ma, Quy Mon Quan cwdi nhao Cau Boc Mdc dén gap quy ciing khong
lam dwgc, Cau BD6c Moc thi coi thuwong Quy Mon Quan giao du véi ma
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chang c6 ranh gidi, du hai bén khong doéi dich, nhung may doi nay ciing
chang wa nhau

“Yén tam, khong phéi do Ton Qua ké ma nhd mang luwGi tinh bao cta
t0i.” Cau chti Quan buwéc ra ngoai quay di vé phia Tén Vang, “T6i rat to
mo, néu t6i bao vdi Kiéu vién treong rang nhan vién ctia 6ng dy 1a mot con
quy, liéu 0ng ta c6 then véi to tién khong nhi?”

Nét mat Ton Vang cang thém kho coi, 1ti vé sau tirng budc.

Ttr 1au han da canh bao Ton Qua khong nén & lai Quy Mon Quan, nha ho
Quan néu cé thé trong thay quy va nudi quy, at sé thay ro bon ho khong
hoan toan la ngudi song. Ton Qua lai nham mat lam ngo, mot thoi gian dai
van binh an vo6 sy, Tén Vang tuwéng thé la yén tam, nhung ngay lan dau gap
mat cau chi Quan da biét than phan cia han, huéng chi Tén Qua.

Cau cha Quan ditng nguyén tai cho khong dén gan nita, hay tay tha léng
bén nguoi: “Anh mudn biét Ton Qua & dau, phai khong?”

“Pung.”

“T6i héi, anh dap, khi nao nhan dwoc cau tra 161 nhw mong muon thi toi
sé cho anh biét.” Cau cht Quan dé nghi, “Pong y chi?”

Ngay tu giay phut Ton Vang xong vao siéu thi da cam nhan dugc quy khi
cwc manh tran ngdp noi day, néu phan khang bang vii lwc sé chang an thua,
danh nhugng bo: “bong y.”

“OK, van deé thi nhat, anh chét bao 1au r6i?”
“Mdy tram nam.”
Cau chu Quan nhiu may: “Tén cua anh, than phan, dién mao.”

“Khong nhd rd.”
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“Ciing kho trach, da 1au nhv vay.” cau mim cuoi, “Quan hé gitra anh va
T6n Qua la thé nao?”

“Ban be.”
“Sao lai biét?”
“Queén roi.”

Cau chu Quan nhin &nh mat Tén Vang, mot 1at sau mdi ha tam mat:
“Van dé cudi cung, hai nguwdi nhap vao cap song sinh da chét ti lic nao?
Vi sao lai chon bon ho, t6i mudn nghe chi tiét va cu thé.”

“Hon ba mwoi nam tredc, ” Ton Vang siét chat nam tay, “Bon ta mudn
roi khoéi thanh pho nay, nhwng mai chang thé di, vira van gap dwoc hai cac
than xac sap chét tir trong trirtng nwdc.”

“Tai sao thé xac khong thoi rita ma van 16n 1én binh thuong?”

“Khong biét.”

Cau chu Quan gio hai tay 1én, Ton Vang lai lui vé sau budc mot.

C6 diéu cau cha Quan chi tir tir vo tay ma thoi.

“T6i rat hai long véi cau trd 16i ctia anh.” Cau néi “Gio dén luwot toi giai
dap thac mac cda anh, dém x4 toi vong nhan To6n Qua da bi toi nhot tai am

19...”

Ton Vang ruat sing di sat gitta tran cau chd Quan, trong mat tran day sat
khi, cau chta Quan dat hai ngén tay vao than sung r6i ha né xuéng, “Yén
tam, anh dy con song, hom nay la ngay doan vién mwdi lam thang tdm am,
c6 chiu not hom nay thi sé vé dugc.”
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Ton Vang sa sam: “Nguoi muon cau ta khong thé tach khoi thé xac, dong
sinh cong t@?”

“Bflng_”

Guong mdt Ton Vang trang béch, doi con ngwoi dé ngau, quy hon co
gang thoat khéi than xac lai bi quy khi ctia cau chi Quan ép ngugc trd lai.

“Nguoi ltra ta.”

Cau chu Quan nhin vai, “T6i la nguwdi lam an, khong dé y am duwong hoa
hop hay khong, trtr ma la phwong phap kiém tién cta t6i. Nguwoi khong sg
chét la ngwdi trung thanh nhat, thi sao t6i c6 thé cam long dé nhan vién yéu
thich nhat tim ché chét dwgc?”

Ton Vang nhat thoi khong nam tinh hinh, ditng ngay nguwoi tai cho.

“Cau Boc Moc qua thue bao thu, tién thé ca nhan vién cling thanh ngéc,
dé bi kich dong.” cau chti Quan cwoi mia mai, “Nhot Ton Quéa ¢ am 16 1a
muon tang sttc manh cho anh dy, dé ddm bdo thé xac va anh ay khong bi
phan hay t6i ton khong it cong sitc dau.” Cau choc choc vao nguec Ton
Vang, “Cai nay goi la huan luyén nhan vién, dé Kiéu vién trudng nha cac
anh hoc tap.”

“Khi nao cau ta méi vé.” Ton Vang van nam chat sing, “Ba me dang cho
cau ta vé don Trung thu.”

Cau chu Quan nhin sang chiéc déong ho cay cii ki dat sat twong: “T6i
cling dang dgi.”

Tiéng chudng dong ho dau tién ctia ngay muwoi sau thang tdm am lich
vang vong trong khoang khong chat hep cua siéu thi, xen lan hon vé la
tiéng hit thé kém ho khan khong tw chu, sau khi mwai hai tiéng chudng
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ngan lén, Ton Qua budc ra tir kho chiva hang cua siéu thi vGi vé mat mét
moi.

Chu thich:

« Cau Boc Mdc: hay con goi la cau Nai Ha
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Chuwong 11: Hanh Ly

Tan thudc roi 14 t4, roi bién mat chang con cht tan du trong gio.

Ton Vang md& cira ban cong, ngri thady mui thudc lai lui ra, go go vao cira
kinh.

Ton Qua md& mat, dui thudc vao gat tan, ditng day tir gh€ tia ra mé ctra

~

SO.

“Pirng hut nhiéu thudc dinh than.” Tén Vang chau may, “Néu da nhap
lam mot cung than xac thi khi nao chét di cau lai la quy hon binh thwong.”

“T6i dgi mot thang & am 19, van can dinh than, mot thoi gian ngan nita sé
bo thoi.” Ton Qua khé gat diéu thudc 14 binh thwong Tén Vang duwa,
“Khong hit ndi loai nay.”

Ton Vang lai nhét thudc vao miéng, cuwdi khay: “Séng quy ca nhw thé,
that uéng cong duwgc lam nguwoi.”

“Khong udéng rwgu, ba bita ding gio, dinh dudng can bang, chiu khé tap
thé hinh, lam viéc yéu duwong cé quy luat, mét nguwdi nhw vay lai phé phan
toi song qua quy cu sao?”

“Nguoi ta dang xay dung hinh twgng bac si day.” Ton Vang htit thudc
day hwong thy, “Quy Moén Quan biét than phan ctaa ching ta.”

N
“U’ »
.
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“Ma hinh nhw han khong dinh ra tay.”

“Ban than cau chi Quan ciling nita ngwdi nira ma, nén sé khong dudi tan
giét cung nhur Cau Poc Moc.” Ton Qua tira vao civa s6, quan sat Tén Vang,
“Biét dau cau ta co thé gitp ching ta thanh tinh.”

“Thanh tinh?” Ton Vang hoi lai, “Ching ta mo ho ltc nao?”

“Mat ki tc con chwa di mo ho sao?” Ton Qua noi, “Tén la gi, dén tr noi
nao, dinh di t¢i dau? Anh khong muon biét sao?”

Ton Vang dwa mat nhin anh: “T6i chang can dap an cau hoi triét hoc nay
dau.”

“Anh c6 khiéu hai huwéc nhat nhéo ghé.”

Ton Qua cwoi cwdi khong néi thém gi, roi khoi ban cong xuéng nha gitp
ba me com nudc.
Lop xe dot ngot ma sat vGi mat duwong phat ra am thanh chdi tai, nguc

Ton Qua va manh vao vo lang, dau dén khién toan bo tinh than déu tap
trung vao co gai ding gitta duwong.

Ton Qua xudng xe giup co dat hanh 1y vao cop sau: “Can gi phai don xe
theo kiéu ty sat vay chit.”

Co0 gai chang dap, lanh lung chi tay ra 1énh cho Ton Qua: “Dé vao bang
ghé sau.”

Ngén tay 6 nang run ray cong cong bat thuong, co tay sung to, Ton Qua
li€c mat mot cai, mat tinh bo.

Ti du lich nang vo cung, phai x4dp xi mwdi can, ma chi c6 thé xach chi
chang thé kéo. T6n Qua di chuyén con hoi kho khan, chang biét co gai kia
xach di thé nao.
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“Ra khéi thanh pho.”
“Pi hwdng nao?”

Hanh khach nhuwén may nhin Tén Qua qua gwong chiéu hau: “T6i khong
phai lai xe.”

Ton Qua cling khong dém xia dén vét bam tim cua c6 dudi khan lua.

Ky that hanh khach dén xe bang phwong phap cyc doan nhw vay khong
kho 1y giai, gio dang la Iic xe taxi nghi ngoi, gan day lai xuat hién viéc la,
chang mdy ai c6 da can dam chay xe nita dém.

“Ra khoi thanh phé r6i di dau?” Tén Qua héi, “Con mang theo hanh ly
nang nhuv vay.”

Hanh khach nhe nhang hat tay vé phia tudi du lich: “Dén ngoai 0 t6i n6i
sau, t0i khong cé noi ¢ co dinh, trong tui la toan bd ban than to6i va gia
dinh.”

“Chang c6 cho & c6 dinh thi khong 6n dau, nguwdi phai doi thi nén & noi
cho.”

“Cay di thi chét, nguoi di thi séng.” Hanh khach htt mot tiéng khinh
thuwong, “Chang qua, noi nay rat hap dan, t6i chi di ngang qua day, xuéng
xe hit thd khong khi, rot cudc...” Giong ké lwu loat nhw nwéc chdy nging
lai, d6i mat ngd ngang chdp nhanh vai lan, vui mat vao long ban tay, “Bat
ké thé nao, t6i nhat dinh phai di.”

Ton Qua tranh di duwong 16n, tit con dwong nho xuyén sang duong tat, chi
khoang mu&i may phat da dwa khach dén sat ngoai 6, m@ cira xe 1ay hanh
ly tra cO nang.
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Hanh khach té vé khong vui, nhin chiéc tii du lich trén mat dat réi xuéng
xe: “Anh co y gi?”

Ton Qua cham mot diéu thudc, dwa tay che bat Itra dé tranh gio, chi vé
phia sau: “Di thém nam nwdc 1a ra khéi thanh pho.”

Hanh khach tira nhw c6 y phan do6i, miéng map may khong thanh tiéng,
cling chang lai gan lay hanh ly. Ton Qua lui tt'ng buwdc, ngwdi khach lic
nay mdi tién dén, hai tay gitt chat roi kéo 1é tti xach, budc giat 1ui ra sau.

Ton Qua trong thay khi ba vai nghiéng veé sau ctia c6 gai cham dén ranh
gigi vung ngoai 0, thi hai mat c6 ta trgn tri'ng nhu cuc ky kinh hai, miéng
rit 1én nhung vo thanh, 14y tay 6m nguc roi khuyu xudng thanh tw thé ki la.

Mot sttc manh rat 16n vot vao long Ton Qua, mai téc dai cia hanh khach
l10a x0a, che di gwong mat trang béch.

Ton Qua tim 1y md& téc sau gay, khé giat co tay khién c6 a xoay nguoi:
“Co nhin xem.”

Than x4c nguwdi phu nit nga ngivta cham dén ranh gidi ngoai 0, ti chi mé
rong theo goc chét, chang con chit dau hiéu nao cta sy song.

“DPod la... Co thé caa toi...”

Ton Qua day lung c6 ta, vi khach ldo ddo vai budce vé phia thi thé, sau lai
ban ngwoc vé long Ton Qua.

“Pay khong phai la c6, co6 da chét tir 1au r6i.” Ton Qua nam chat ba vai
roi nhin sau vao mat co ta, “Mot khi ma quy roi vao thanh pho nay sé bi
giam cam, cho du c6 c6 nhap vao bao nhiéu ngudi déu khong thé thoat
dwogc, nhé ra chwa?”
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Hanh khach gidy dua gao thét, vo s6 guwong mat hién 1én tir mat 4, sau
cung la mot khudn mdt giong Ton Qua nhu dic, mot giong dan 6ng gam
gt “Tra cho tao! Tra lai co thé cho tao!”

“Nhung ma day 1a t6i.” Tén Qua thé ra mot lan khéi, hanh khach 1ap tirc
hoang sg lui vé sau.

“So mui thuoc dinh than nhw nay, chitng t6 than xac c6 dang & gan day
th6i.” Ton Qua tién vé chiéc tii du lich van con nam trong khu vire noi
thanh, khom ngwdi mé ra, mau tr khoi thit kho héo da den kit, trong ti
nhoi nhét chat nich toan tiéu, “Thyc dang buon,” Tén Qua ngoi xom, tim
gitta dam thi thé mot cai dau thoi riva, “Dé thuyét phuc ban than minh con
song, lién tiép doat mang nguwdi vo toi, ngay ca dién mao cua ban than ciing
quén.”

Quy hon ngo ngac nhin dam xac chét trong quach, ngtra mat 1én troi cuoi
dién loan, lic sau bién mat chang con tam hoi.

Sv kién tr vong lién hoan & ngoai 6 khép man tai day.
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Chuong 12: Che Chét

Hai tha ha budc qua ctra tredc, mot nguwdi dan 6ng tudn tu theo sau tién
vao siéu thi.

Cau chua Quan chang lay lam ngac nhién, thu lai gidy but r6i mim cudi
gat dau: “Kiéu vién trudng.”

Kiéu vién truéng ciing nhéch khée méi ching hé khach khi: “Ong chi
Quan, nguoi thira biét muc dich ta t6i day.”

“Puwong nhién.” Cau chti Quan nghiéng ngwdi tya vao quay, giai thich
cho Tén Qua ma chang buon dé y nhitng nguoi kia, “Cac doi Quy Mon
Quan deéu két giao cung ma quy, quy khi cang ngay cang tang, nhan khi
cang lic cang yéu. Ngay mai la tiét Thu phan, Kiéu vién treédng dac biét
dén tham tredc mot ngay mot dém, dé xem Quy Mon Quan tan nhiém c6
vuot qua ranh gigi ngudi — quy hay khong, day la truyén thong.”

“Sau khi nguwoi nham chue thi chuyén ma quai cling tang, nguoi thuong
c6 thé bién thanh hon twgng, 1€ quy tr xa cling kéo vé.” Kiéu vién truéng
rat treong kiém bén hong, miii kiém chiic xudng, “Két luan ra sao, han
trong dau nguoi cting ro.”

Cau cha Quan dirng thang, doi dién ba ké dang canh giac cao do.

Cau chua Quan ra khoi quay, hai tay tha long bén ngudi, gio long ban tay
vé phia ba nguwdi no, dwa mat quét qua siéu thi mot lwgt: “Noi nay ta nudi
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khong it ma quy, néu muon giét ta & day bon ho sé khong dong y.”
Kiéu vién trudng nghiéng nguwdi tranh duong, dua tay td y moi.
Ton Qué tir ndy van tho o lanh nhat, gid tién 1én nita budc: “Quan Uc.”

Ngén tay cau chti Quan dat nhe 1én canh cira, tiép tuc day ctra xudng bac
tam cap.

Chi sau mot gidy cau dat chan xudng mat dat, Kiéu vién trudng & sau
xuyeén thang truong kiém qua co thé cau.

Cau chua Quan loang choang buéc vé phia trudc, cdi dau trong thay miii
kiém trudc nguc, ba vai run ray dit doi, ngira dau 1én troi cudi dién dai.

“Céac doi Quy M6n Quan budi toi déu vang mat dé tao két gidi, la sg quy
khi sé dan da quy tdi, phan than chang con lai bao nhiéu.” Cau chu Quan
xoay nguoi kéo miii kifm mot nhat, than kiém réi chudi kiém chui ra tw
miéng vét thuong, roi lodng xodng xudng dat, “Con ta...”

Tan anh xudt hién chi Iru lai nu cwdi diu dang cta cau, trong khoanh
khac lién bién mat khong chut vét tich.

Ba ngudi cia Cau Boc Mac lui ra sau theo phén xa, that kinh quan sat
chung quanh.

“Con ta chi sg khong tu dugc thanh hinh ngwoi.” Giong noéi ctia cau chu
Quan vang lén bén tai Kiéu vién treéng, tham chi bd méi con cham vao
16ng to. Trai tim Kiéu vién triedng dot nhién co lai nhw bi ai siét, trong khi
hai tht ha hd hoan kinh hai, y cti dau trong thdy mot canh tay dang nam
trong ***g ngwc, ngang dau 1én da thdy cdu chu Quan ditng tredc mat.

“Co thé nguoi khong biét, ban dau dai dién cho Cau Ddc Moc chinh la
do6 dé cua Quy M6n Quan.” Cau cht Quan t6 ra tho o treede tran tap kich
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bang sung kiém, “Chung ta lira cac nguai, tac dung cta viéc cac nguoi dén
day, khong phai dé xi ly ké chang con la ngwdi cia Quy Mon Quan, ma la
dé giip Quy Mon Quan tré vé hinh dang con nguoi.”

Than anh khé lay dong, nu cuoi trd nén quy quyét dang sg, nghiéng
nguoi vé trude, ghé vao bén tai Kiéu vién tredng: “Co diéu van khi cta
nguoi khong tot, ta chi muon lam quy.”

Mot tran gio 16n quét doc bac thém, ngoai ctra siéu thi két tu mot ban tay
phai thon dai, ngay sau do la canh tay phdi tron ven ctia cau chd Quan, r6i
dén ba vai, sau cung la toan bo co thé.

Ton Qua dwa tay m@ ctra siéu thi, tiéng chudng gié ngan vang, guong
mat quen thudc dan dan hién ré tredc mat.

“Mirng cau trd vé, cau chia Quan.”

Cau chu Quan mim cwoi: “T6i vé roi day.”
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Chuong 13: Chung Thuy

Nhitng 4nh nang cudi cung cua tiét Thu phan chim vao chan troi, bong
nhién gi6 lanh tran khap thanh pho.

Chiéc tiéu dinh trén quay léo xéo ltra chdy, cau chii Quan dang xé tirng
trang sach ma ngay thwong van doc ném vao dinh, ngang dau ngwdc nhin
Ton Qua vira day cira vao: “Chao budi t6i.”

“Chao budi t6i.” Tén Qua quan sat xung quanh, dam quy hén ngay
thwong hay 1an quat gan do lai gio chang thay chut hoi thé nao, “Ma quy
cau nuoi di dau hét ro6i?”

“Hut hét r6i.” Cau chu Quan lai kéo roat mot trang gidy xuong, “Néu
khong nho than xac cach ly thi anh téi cling nuét sach.”

“Nguoi ghép doi cling thé sao?”

“C0 ta chi 1a ma t6i nu6i thoi.” Cau chi Quan dap, “Van chira quen ha?
Co6 1é nho hom qua an tim ctia Kiéu vién tredng, nén hom nay mdi giong
thuwong ngay.”

To gidy chwa kip roi vao trong thi ngon Itra da tat, cau chti Quan voc mot
nam tro tha vao miéng réi uéng ngum nwdc: “Hom qua anh goi tén toi
khién toi rat thich.”

“Trén ly thuyét thi Quy Mon Quan cang lic cang giong quy, ban than t6i
lai thay ching ta cang lic cang giong Phat, ngay dau tién nham chic t6i
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mat di toan b duc vong, cling rat hiém khi tinh cAm dao dong.” Nira cudn
sach con lai bi cdu cudn tron roi dyng thang trong dinh, cham mot que diém
r6i ném vao do, “Chac do séng qua lau r6i.”

“Mudi chin tudi 1y dau ra ma lau.”

“Ban chat quy giao la linh hon tring sinh, moéi doi Quy Mon Quan déu la
mot ban sao chép, tuy rang qua vai lan sé cé diém khac biét, nhung tirng
trdi van la tirng trai.” Cau chd Quan lai an dam tro tan trong dinh, “C¢ 1é t6i
con gia hon anh do.”

Ton Qua nang cam cau 1én, liém sach chut bui gidy viweong & khée miéng:
“Cau dot cai gi thé? Thom vay.”

“Nhat ki cac doi Quy Mén Quan.” Cau ha tAm mét thdy bd méi anh, “An
nhanh hon doc may lan, du sao sé chang con ké nhiém, Iwu lai cling vo
ich.”

“Nhin cau chang c6 vé lanh cam gi hét, ngwgc lai c6 phan giong nan chi
nga long hon.” Ton Qua khong buong tay, cuoi noi, “Lam sao vay? Sao qua
mot dém lai thanh thé nay.”

Cau chu Quan nam chat tay Ton Qud, cac ngén tay xuyén qua 16p da di
sau vao co thé anh, Tén Qua chuyén tir kinh ngac thanh budéng xudi, con
dau té tai nhw bi ngan kim cham vao da thit khién anh quy rap xuéng dat.

“T6i doc may ghi chép truyén miéng, da biét mot chit chuyén xwa.” Mot
tay cau cht Quan nang anh dé dang, “Ong t6 ban dau chi dung phép thuat
v6&i mot nguwdi tén Luc Tham, khong, phéi néi la quy méi ding.”

“Luc Tham hi sinh & sa truong, hon vé c6 hwong, con ong t6 khong
muon chi dugce ¢ cung han trong bay nam, cho nén ngwdoi... Cho nén t6i
md&i nghi dén viéc thong qua quy giao dé tridng sinh, tim dwgc phuwong
phap giai quyét tron ven. T6i rdt may man,” Cau chi Quan khuay dong linh
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hoén T6n Qua, “Doi thit nhat tim dwgc phwong phap, khong may cach nay
v6 cung dam mau, nén Luc Tham khong chiu tha thit cho t6i.”

Cam giac kim dam da bién thanh dao cita, Ton Qua mudn bo chay theo
ban nang, nhung khong thé thoat khoi ban tay phai ctia cau cha Quan.

“T6i khong nhé r6 da di tim Luc Tham bao nam, ciing quén mat ti khi
nao thi sinh séng bang nghé tran hon, nhung qua that rat c6 13i.” Khoe
miéng cau nhéch 1én, “Lic dau ¢ day chi la mot manh dat hoang vang,
trong pham vi tram dam chi c6 toi va dam ma quy ty do tv tai, nhung nguoi
tran trirde gio van ham khai phéa viing dat mdi, cho nao ciing nhing tay
vao.”

“Con nguoi thanh pho nay, chang co tw cach dé oan han nhitng chuyén
ma quy phat sinh, vi day von la dia ban ctia t6i, la Quy Vuc cua chinh t6i.”
Cau chu Quan di ngang qua quay, dung ca hai tay 6m anh twa vao long,
“May ma t6i da tién liéu trwdc, biét nguwoi thién lwong nhw anh sé mém
long vi thit chinh nghia v6 vi nay ma bo t6i di, nén t6i da khac an ky vao
linh hon anh.” Cau ép sat tai anh, “Luc Tham a Luc Tham, thé gidi rong
16n nhw vay, anh da tron chay 1au nhw thé vay ma van ty chui dau vao luwéi,
d6 la s6 ménh.”

Cau chua Quan thu tay phai vé rat nhanh, Ton Qua quy rap xuéng dudi
chan cu, c6 hong nhuw bi ai bép nghen, chang thé thot thanh 161, khong kim
dwgc nwdc mat tudn trao.

“Anh quén t6i, khong sao hét.” Cau chu Quan bép nat an ki trén tay, dao
bwdc quanh Tén Qud, “Nhuwng anh nd tim nguwdi khac bau ban.”

“Quan Uc.” Ton Qua can chat rang c6 néi, “Toi nhé ra réi... Tat cd moi
viéc...”

“Vay thi sao?” Tam mat cau chi Quan ha xu6ng sau gay Ton Qua, “Lién
quan gi tGi toi?”
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“Ton Vang ciing chinh la t6i.” Tén Qua no6i, “T6i héi hwong di tim em,
nhung khong ai biét tung tich ctia em, tim mai chang thay nén méi dung
cach hon phi phach tan.”

Ban tay gio gitta khong trung cia cau chi Quan véi ngirng lai, lwdi kiém
sac bén ngung két tir quy khi lién tan bién: “Thiéu chat nita thi t6i quén mat
anh sg c6 don t6i nhwong nao.”

Ba vai Ton Qua bat chgt nhe bang, sttc can & yét hau cling bién mat.

Cau chu Quan ng6i tredc mat, nang cam anh roi nghiéng dau phu kin bo
moi anh bang mot nu hén.

“Luc huynh, da lau khong gap?”

- Toan van hoan
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