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Btrc thu tw Benares*

Oreki Hotaro yéu quy!

Hién chi dang & Benares. O Nhdt nguoi ta hay viét la Benares
nhung viét la Varanasi cé 1é sé gdn vdi phdt Gm tén thanh pho nay
hon.

Benares khd la tuyét voi ddy Hotaro a! Thanh phé ctia nhitng ddm
tang, béi nhitng dam tang ci? dién ra suét ngay nay sang ngay khdc.
Nghe noi bat cit ai lia doi ¢ ddy déu dugc Ién thién dang. Cé diing
khéng nhi? Phdi r6i, nguoi ta bdo rang sé duoc gidi thodt khéi vong
ludn hoi. Tirc la co tdc dung gibng nhw bién thanh bdc tién nhdan vdy.
Sw siéu thodt ma ¢ Trung Quoc nguoi ta phdi doi doi tu hanh thi ¢ ddy
chi can ndm xuéng va nham mat lgi.

Nguoi Trung Hoa kho thdt nhi!

Hoii tré mot chit nhung chiic mirng em do cdap ba nhé! Vdy la vao
truong Kamiyama nhi? M6t suw lva chon khong mdy thii vi nhung du
sao chj cting chuc mtrng em.

Voi tv cach la chi gai, chi sé danh mét loi khuyén cho cdu em trai
vtra chinh thirc tro thanh hoc sinh trung hoc nhé.

Vao cau lac b6 Co Dién di.

Cdu lac bo C6 bién la cdu lac b6 giau truyén thong thudc linh vuc
van hoa nghé thudt ctia truong Kamiyama ddy. Hon nita, khong ré em
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co biét hay khéng, nhung chi ciing tirng la thanh vién cdu lac bé.

Nghe noi lién tiép ba ndm gan ddy cdu lac b6 Co Dién giau truyén
thong ctia chiing ta khong co6 ai gia nhdp, so hoi vién hién tai la 0. Néu
ndm nay ciing khéng két nap dugc thanh vién mdi thi cdu lac bo sé tw
dong bi xoa s6. V&i tw cdch la moét cuu thanh vién, chi qud thuc khong
sao chju dung noi diéu nay.

Nhung chi cdn trong thdng Tw cé thanh vién mdi gia nhdp thi
chuyén sé khdc. Hotaro oi, hdy cttu ldy cdu lac bd, noi ghi ddu tudi
thanh xudn cta chi nhé. Trudc mdt em chi can dén ghi danh thoi cling
duoc.

VGi cd, né ciing khéng dén noi quad té dau. Ddc biét mua thu tuyét
lam day.

Ma du sao thi em ciing khong c6 viéc gi muén lam ma phdi khéng?

bén New Delhi chi sé goi dién ve.

Oreki Tomoe
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I1

Sv hoi sinh ctia cau lac bo Co Dién giau
truyén thong

C6 mot cdp tir quan hé ho *ng mang tinh miéu ta:

“N6i dén cudc song hoc duwong la lién twdng téi mau hong, néi dén
mau hong la lién twdng tGi cudc song hoc dwong.” Vao thoi diém hién
tai cia nam 2000, dinh nghia nay van chwa dwgc dwa vao trong cudn
Koujien* nhung ngay do6 chac chan chang con xa nita dau.

Nhung noi thé khong cé nghia la tén hoc tro nao cling mong mudn
doi hoc sinh cia minh nhuém mau héng. Chang han, chi trong nhitng
ngwoi téi biét théi da cé khong it ké chang chut hitng tht nao véi
nhitng th¢ ton hao sinh lyc nhw hoc hanh, thé thao hay chuyén yéu
dwong trai gai - nhitng ngwoi thich mau xam ay ma. Nhung ké ra song
thé thi buon qua nhi.

To6i mang y nghi do chia sé v6i thang ban cli - Fukube Satoshi,
trong 16p hoc nhuém anh hoang hon. Nghe thé, Satoshi, van gitr
nguyén nu cwoi thwong trye trén moi, lién noi:

“Té cting nghi thé. Ma t¢ khong biét 1a Hotaro lai c6é sé thich tw
ngugc dai ban than dau nhé.”

Qua ngac nhién, toi ben phan phao:

“Y cdu la t¢ thuoc loai mau xam a?”
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“T6é c6 noi thé dau. Nhung hoc hanh, thé thao, gi nita nhi, yéu
duwong a. To khong tai nao hinh dung dugc la Hotaro lai c6 hitng thu
v6i may thi do.”

“Nhung cling khong phai hoan toan quay lung!”

“Keé ca la vay di.”

Satoshi van cudi, khée miéng sau hon.

“Chi 1a ‘tiét kiém nang lwgng’ théi, Hotaro nhi?”

To6i khit miii, thé hién sy dong tinh. Cau ta hiéu la duwgc. Khong han
la t6i ghét viéc hoat dong sbi n6i. Chang qua t6i chi thady may chuyén
d6 sao ma phién ha va phi pham sttc lyc nén khong cé hitng thu thoi.
Tiét kiém nang lwong, than thién vGi moi treong 1a phong cach cua toi
ma. Khau hiéu caa t6i la:

“Viéc khong can lam thi khoi lam. Viéc bat budc phai lam thi lam
cho nhanh gon.”

Nhw moi lan, moéi khi t6i hung hon tuyén b6 phuwong cham séng,
Satoshi lai nhin vai nhw mu6n néi hét thudc chita roi.

“La tiét kiém nang lwong hay yém thé cling dwgc. Bang nao chang
nhw nhau. Cau biét thuyét cong cu khong?”

“Sao co?”

“Ttc 1la nhé, mot Hotaro chang c6 1dy s& thich nao cu thé, ciing
khong tham gia cau lac b6 nao & ngdéi truong Kamiyama von dugc
phong la thanh dia cta nhitng hoat dong ngoai khoa da dang, néu chi
nhin két qua thoi thi la mau xam day.”

Toi ngap khé.

“Thé thi sat nhan va so suat lao dong gay tai nan chét ngwdi cling
giong nhau a?”

Trudc cau hoi cua toi, Satoshi dap khong hé do du.

“Nhin ti* mot khia canh nao dé thi c6 thé néi nhw vay. Tri phi nan
nhan chap nhén la minh da chét do tai nan lao dong va yén long siéu
thoat dugc thi lai la chuyén khac.”
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Qua la mot tén mém mép. T6i phai nhin lai thang con trai dang &
tredc mat minh. Fukube Satoshi. Ban ci, d6i tha dang gom, dong thoi
cling l1a ké thu khong doi troi chung. Satoshi kha thdp bé so vdi bon
con trai cung li¥a, ké ca 1én cap ba r6i ma nhin tr xa tréng cau ta van
chang khac gi m6t qua ho 16 xanh éo udt khién nguoi ta dé lam twdng
la con gai. Nhung con nguoi bén trong thi lai khac. That kho gidi thich
khac thé nao nhung tridc hét 1a khac. Mat va khée méi lic nao ciling
chye cuwdi, chiéc tai vai gut day treo ling lang va cai miéng mom mép
da trd thanh thwong hiéu riéng cta cau ta. Satoshi la thanh vién cau lac
bd Tha Céng. Tai sao lai la tht cong thi t6i cling khong biét nita.

Pau khau véi tén nay ciing bang thira. T6i phay phay tay té y mudn
két thic cau chuyén.

“Sao cling dugc, vé nhanh di.”

“Um, hom nay ciing khong c6 hitng dén cau lac bo 1am. Hay 1a vé
nhi?”

Pang toan ditng day, Satoshi bong nhin t6i nhw nhan ra diéu gi.

“Gl co, cau vira bdo t¢ vé 4? Hiém ghé nhi!”

“Cai gi hiém?”

“Té twdng truedc khi giuc nguwdoi khac vé thi chinh cau da chuon
tredc tién roi chit? Chang tham gia hoat dong gi nhw cdu ma cling c6
viéc ¢ lai sau gio hoc co a?”

«A”

T6i nhiu may, rat manh gidy & tdi do ngyc bén phai ra, khong noi
khong rang chia cho Satoshi xem. Cau ta nhin manh gidy xong lién
md& to mat vé rat doi kinh ngac. T6i khong hé qué 161 chit nao. Du
khong han la cau ta ngac nhién nhung ding la Satoshi dang tron xoe
mat. Han von noi tiéng vi thinh thoang lai c6 nhitng phan &ng thai qua
ma.

“G1 thé kia! Chang c6 1€ lai nhw vay!”
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“Nay Satoshi, hoi bat lich sy roi day.”

“Khong phai don xin gia nhap cau lac bd sao? Té ngac nhién day,
cau da hoi tdm chuyén y a? Hotaro ma ciing tham gia cau lac bo u?”

Do ding la don xin gia nhap cau lac bg. Nhin cot ghi nguyén vong,
Satoshi chau may.

“Cau lac bo Co bién?”

“Cau biét a?”

“Puwong nhién. Nhung vi 1y do gi Hotaro lai mu6n vao ddy? Bo giac
ngo nén van hoc nwdc nha réi sao?”

To6i cling khong biét phai giai thich thé nao ben bat gidc gai dau.
Sau do t6i rat mot to gidy khac twr tdi do ngue trai. N6 la mot 1a thw véi
nét chir thang thém, but tich tuyét nhién khong dé 16 diéu gi vé nguoi
viét. To6i dwa n6 cho Satoshi:

“Poc thtr di.”

Satoshi lang ldng cam lay 14 thw va lwét mat qua. Poc xong, ding
nhw dy doan cua t6i, han ta cuwdi pha 1én.

“Haha, Hotaro, vu nay mét phét nhi. Loi khan cau cuda chi hai a, thé
thi lam sao ttr cho6i dugce.”

Gi ma han c6 vé vui thé. Ngugc lai, t6i nhan ra nét mat minh dang
dan trd nén nhin nhé cyc diém. Bitc the chuyén phét quéc té tir An
Do dén vao sang nay da thuic ép t6i phai diéu chinh mot chit phong
cach song. Luc nao ciling vay, thw cia Oreki Tomoe luén lam déao 16n
cudc song cua toi.

“Hotaro 0i, hdy cttu l@y cau lac bo, noi ghi ddu tudi thanh xudn cua
chi nhe.”

Ngay sau khi béc va doc 14 thuw ngan ciin d6 xong, tdi da vo6 cung
kinh ngac trwdc 161 dé nghi ich ky ay. T6i nao c6 nghia vu phai gilr gin
ky niém thoi thanh xuan cho chi gai. Thé nhung...

“S@ treong cua chi cau la gi ay nhi, Nhu thuat a?”
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“Hiép khi dao va Pai b0 thuat*. Néu chi &y ma chu y ra don dau thi
cling kha la dau day.”

Phai r6i, chi gai t6i, nguoi khong sao thoa man dwgc néu chi loanh
quanh day do trong cai nwdc Nhat nay, da ra ngoai thé gigi dé théa chi
vay vung, la mot c6 sinh vién rat siéu pham, van vo song toan. Chd
dai ma vuot rau hum.

That ra thi t6i cling c6 thé dung chit kiéu hanh nhé nhoi dé phan
khang, nhung qua tinh ciing chang cé ly do gi ma tr chdi yéu cau cta
chi. Chi t6i da danh tring sy that la t6i chang c6 gi tha thiét hon dé
lam. Toi cling suy xét xem thanh vién danh nghia va thanh vién cau
lac b tai gia khac nhau nhuw nao. Thé nén t6i ciing chang do dy may
ma noi:

“Sang nay t¢ di nop don r6i.”

“That ding la khong tai nao hiéu n6i cau.”

Satoshi ngam nghia bitc thw cda chi t6i mot Iic. Toi thé dai:

“Co6 vé chang duoc ich lgi gi.”

“Khong dau, chwa chac da vay dau.”

Satoshi ngang 1én, giong néi nghe twoi tan la thwong. Cau ta vo nhe
bttc the vao long ban tay:

“Cau lac b Co bién gio khong cé thanh vién nao ding khong? Thé
thi nghiém nhién mot minh cau sé dwgc ddc chiém phong hop cua cau
lac bd chi¥ con gi nita. Tuyét qua di dy, bong dung lai c6 mot can ci bi
mat cho chinh minh & ngay trong truong.”

Can ctr bi mat?

“... Cau dung 16i may quan diém ky cuc ra day.”

“Khong thich sao?”

Ly 1é dang ngo hét sirc. Cau ta néi c@ nhuw sé cé thé choi tron tim
ngay trong truong vay. Con toi thi khong tai nao tw duy theo 16i dé
duwgce. Khong gian riéng tw. Cling khong han 1a mot noi muén dén mitc
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phai tim moi cach dé c6 duwgc... Nhung néu coi nhue phu luc dinh kém
thi nhan cling mat gi dau. Tai lay lai bic thw tiv Satoshi.

“Cling khong dén noi. Thir di xem sao.”

“Pugc ddy. Khong thir sao biét.”

Khong thit sao biét, thé v? Pung la chang cé cau nao trai ngwoc vai
toi hon thé, t6i nan mot nu cwdi méo xéch roi nhac tii deo 1én vai.

Hoa ra long trung thanh vé&i phwong cham séng cua toi cling chi dén
mtrc 4y.

Tw ctta s6 dang m& vong lai tiéng hé khong biét cta cau lac bo dién
kinh hay cua gi nita:

“Co 1én! Co 1én! Co 1én!”

Toi that sy nghiéng minh kinh phuc cach séng tiéu hao bao nhiéu la
nang lvgng ay. Moi nguwoi van hay hiéu lam, nhung t6i hoan toan
khong c6 y so sanh r6i cho rang tiét kiém nang lwgng méi la tot, thé
nén toi cling khéng hé coi nhitng ké nang dong hét minh la li ngoc.
Vira nghe tiéng ho ctia ching né toi vira hwéng dén phong cau lac bo
Co bién.

Toi 1én tang ba, buéc trén khu hanh lang lat gach. Trong thdy nguoi
nhan vién tap vu vac cai thang di qua, toi ben héi duwong va dugc chi la
phong cda cau lac b6 C6 Bién nam & tang bon ctia day nha dac biét,
tan dung tir phong hoc cua 16p khoa hoc dia cau.

Truong toi, treong trung hoc Kamiyama, khong phai la ngoi truong
16n, ké ca vé so hoc sinh hay vé dién tich.

Tong s6 hoc sinh trong treong cé 1é chi khoang trén duwdi mot ngan.
Nhin chung hoc sinh quanh khu virc nay déu theo hoc tai truong céd
chwong trinh dao tao chuan bi cho ky thi dai hoc cao* nhung khong co
vé gi la co gang dac biét dé hoc 1én lam. M6t ngoi tredng binh thuwong
thdi. So vai tong s6 hoc sinh thi s6 cau lac bd ky quac (chang han cau
lac b Tranh Thiy Maic, cau lac bd Acapella, va cau lac bo Co Dién)
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twong do6i nhiéu, do dé trwrong Kamiyama noi tiéng trong vung vi 1é
hoi van hoa nam nao cting dong vui. Ngoai ra thi khong con gi dac
sac.

Vé khuon vién thi treong c6 ba day nha chinh. Day 16p hoc binh
thwong, day 16p hoc dac biét va khu nha thé chat. Phan bé nhu thé
cling c6 thé coi la binh thwong nhu bao truong khac. Ngoai ra con co
khu vo duwong va kho dé dung cu thé duc. Tang bon day 16p hoc dac
biét c6 dai ban doanh ctia cau lac bo Co6 Dién nam & khu biét 1ap nhat.

T6i bang qua day hanh lang noi cac khu nha, trong long cam thay ban
than viéc di chuyén that tén cong vo ich, vira 1én dén tang bon, toi da
doan duwgc luon 16p khoa hoc dia cau nam & d6. Khong chit do dy toi
day canh ctta ngang sang bén thi thay cira bi chin lai cting ngic. Au
cling la 1€ duvong nhién, phong hoc dac biét bi khoa la chuyén binh
thwong. Dé tranh phi pham nang lwgong t6i d@ mwon san chia khoéa twr
trdc roi, lién tra chia vao 0.

Toi day canh cira vira dwge mé khoa sang ngang. Ldp khoa hoc dia
cau khong mot béng nguwdi. Anh chidu ta hit qua ctta s6 phia Tay.

Khong mot bong ngudi? O khong. Liic nay toi mdi biét dy doan cta
minh trat 1at.

Tai 16p khoa hoc dia cau veong anh chiéu ta, tai dai ban doanh cta
cau lac bo Co Dbién da c6 vi khach khéac dén tredce toi.

Vi khach do6 ngo6i bén ctra s6, nhin vé phia toi. La con gai.

Cho dén lac do6 téi hoan toan khong hinh dung duwgc thé nao la
duyén dang hay thanh lich, nhung vao gidy phit ay, toi da biét ngay
rang dé miéu ta nguwdi con gai do thi “duyén dang” hay “thanh lich” la
tinh t* chinh xac nhat. Mai téc den dai ngang lwng, hai hoa vd&i bo
dong phuc thty tht. Dang véc co cé vé cao so v6i bon con gai, c6 khi
con cao hon ca Satoshi. Pang hoc cap ba nén c6 thé goi la nit sinh
trung hoc, nhung do6i méi mong véi nhitng duwong nét manh mai khién
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toi khong khéi mudn goi co 1a nit sinh dai hoc xwa. Chi c6 doéi mat to
la khong an nhap gi v6i an twgng tong thé dy, khién c6 trong van hoat
bat so v&i vé duyén dang nhe nhang cta minh.

Va toi khong biét c6 ay la ai.

Thé ma ngudi con gai 4y lai nhin t6i cwdi va noi:

“Chao Oreki. Cau ciling la thanh vién cau lac bo C6 bién sao?”

“...Caula ai?”

T6i héi thang luon. Qua that t6i khong phai kiéu nguwdi giao thiép
gioi. Nhung cling khong bac béo dén noi quen biét nhau ma nhin mat
lai khong nhan ra nguoi ta. Toi khong biét co dy, lam sao c6 ay lai biét
toi duwoc chi?

“Cau khong biét minh sao? Minh la Chitanda. Chitanda Eru.”

Chitanda Eru. C6 xung tén t0i cling khong biét la ai. Ma Chitanda la
mot ho hiém, con Eru cang la céi tén hiém hon. Gi thi gi chac chan toi
cling khéng thé quén mot céi tén dac biét dén thé.

To6i nhin lai c6 nit sinh ty xwng la Chitanda kia m6t lan nita, khi da
chac chan rang ding la minh khong quen biét nhan vat nay, t6i mdi
noi:

“Xin 16i, nhuwng té hoan toan khong biét cau.”

C6 van mim cwoi, khé nghiéng cai ¢6 nho xinh védi vé bai roi:

“Cau la Oreki dang khong nhi? Oreki Hotaro. Hoc 16p 10B.”

Toi gat dau.

“Minh hoc 16p 10A.”

Chitanda im lang nhuw thé muo6n néi gidi thiéu dén day la cau phai
biét r6i chit... Chang 1€ tri nhé cua t6i lai té dén mitc nay sao?

Nhwng ma dgi da! To6i hoc 16p B con c6 dy 16p A thi dwong nhién la
phai biét nhau sao?

Du hoc cung khéi di chang nita nhung néu khac 16p thi cling dau cé
dip giao lwu vdi nhau trong treong. Néu co tiép xuc thi hodc la clung
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hoat dong cau lac bo, hodc hoat dong hoi hoc sinh, hay qua ban be
chung. Ma t6i thi chang dinh dang dén cai nao ca.

Ciling c6 thé la ¢ sy kién toan treong, nhung tt hoi nhap hoc dén
gio cung lam cling chi c6 1é khai giang thoi. Va t6i khong nhé 1a minh
c6 xung tén vdi ai trong 1€ khai gidng ca.

A, khéng. T6i nhd ra roi. Phéi roi, trong gid hoc ciing ¢6 dip giao
lvu véi cac 16p khac. B6 la nhitng tiét hoc gop chung nhiéu 16p dé
cung st dung trang thiét bi. Tiét thé duc va tiét nghé thuat ty chon.
Hoi cdp hai con c6 thém mon ky thuat nhung ¢ treong Kamiyama cha
trong dao tao dé thi vao dai hoc thi khong cé gid ky thuat. Vi gio thé
duc nam ntt hoc riéng nén la...

“Co phai la bon minh hoc chung gio am nhac khong?”

“Pung ro6i!”

Chitanda gat dau cai rup.

Tu t6i da hoi thé dé roi chinh minh cling phai ngac nhién. N6i thé
nay la dé bao chita cho danh dv it éi cta t6i théi, nhung tir h6i nhap
hoc dén gio tiét nghé thuat tir chon mdi dién ra c6 mét lan. Thé nén
bao phai nhé mat va tén thi qua la khong thé.

Vay ma c6 nit sinh tén Chitanda nay lai c6 thé lam duwgc diéu do,
chitng t6 viéc nay khong phai la hoan toan bat kha thi... Dau vay di
chang nita, t6i van cdm nhan dugc sy bat an mo ho doi véi kha nang
quan sat va tri nhé caa co nang nay.

Nhuwng, cling c6 nhitng chuyén ngau nhién ma. Chang han, du cung
doc mét bai bao nhing tuy cach nam bat cia moi ngwoi ma ndi dung
sé twong doi khac nhau, nghi thé t6i lién tran tinh lai duwoc.

“Vay thi, Chitanda, cau c6 viéc gi ¢ 16p khoa hoc dia cau nay?”

Toi vira hoi xong thi da c6 ngay cau tra 10i.

“Minh da gia nhap cau lac bo Co Dién nén dén chao hoi.”

Da gia nhap cau lac bd Co6 Dién. Thanh vién cau lac bo.
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T6i rat mudn moi nguwdi hiéu tdm trang cta téi vao gidy phut dé.
Néu c6 nit sinh nay gia nhap cau lac bo c6 nghia la khong gian riéng
tw cda t6i sé bién mat va nghia vu vdi chi gai sé dugc hoan thanh.
Chang con ly do gi dé t6i vao cau lac bo Co6 Dién nita ca. To6i thd dai
trong long... Minh da lam mot viéc hoan toan vo ich. Nhung c6 1€ vi
khong mu6n dé minh thanh da trang xe cat nén toi tiép tuc héi.

“Tai sao lai la cau lac bo Co Dbién?”

Trong cau hoi cua t6i phang phat chut sac thai rang cau lac bo nay
khong phai la cho dé gia nhap dau. Nhung ¢6 nang hoan toan khong
cam nhan duogc sac thai do.

“U, minh c6 1y do riéng.”

Con vong vo nita chit. Chitanda Eru, khong ngo c6 nang ciling bi
hiém day.

“Thé con Oreki?”

“Minh a?”

Rac roi that, biét giai thich thé nao day. Bao la vi ménh 1énh thi chac
chan c6 nang sé khong hiéu. Ma xem ra thi can gi c¢6 nang phai hiéu
chit. Toi dang nghi vay thi dot nhién ctra bat ma@, cé tiéng quat 16n:

“May c6 cau nay lam gi & d6 thé ha?”

Quay ra nhin thi la mot thay gido. Co 1€ 1a di kiém tra sau gio hoc.
Nhin than hinh chac nich va nwéc da ngam ngam ram nang thi c6 1€ la
gido vién thé duc. Tuy trong tay khong cam cay kiém tre* nhung néu
dwgc mang thi chac han thay sé muon mang day, t6i tham nghi. Mac
du c6 vé thay da qua giai doan ryc r& nhat cta tudi trung nién nhung
van con rat phong do.

Giat minh trudc tiéng quat 16n bat thinh linh, Chitanda co minh,
ctrng do ngwoi nhuwng ngay 1ap tire 1ay lai dugce nu cwdi 6n hoa. Co cat
tiéng chao:

“Em chao thay a, thay Morishita.”
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MGt céi cuii chao hoan hao, xét vé ca toc do hay goc cui. Toi khong
khoi nhéch mép trude thai do 1é phép khong ding cho cua Chitanda.
Bi khdp, thay Morishita hoi khyng lai trong tich tac nhung cling ngay
1ap tie 14y lai giong oanh tac:

“Thay dang thac mac sao ctta lai mé@, hai em ty y vao day lam gi
thé? Tén gi, 16p nao?”

... Hu, cai gi ma ty y chu?

“Em la Oreki Hotaro 16p 10B. Vi lai thwa thay, day la phong hop
cta cau lac bo Co bién, thanh vién cau lac bé khong dwgc hoat dong &
day hay sao a?”

“Cau lac bo Co bién...?”

Thay hoi tiép, giong diéu khong gidu noi vé nghi ngo:

“Cau lac bo Co bién khong phai da giai tan r6i hay sao?”

“A vang, it nhat dén sang nay thi khong phai nhu vay a. C6 gi thay
c6 thé héi thay tu van hoat dong cau lac bo...”

“La thay Oide a.”

“Pung r6i, thay c6 thé xac minh vdi thay Oide a.”

MGt 101 giai thich hgp ly nho c6 sy ho trg kip thoi. Thay Morishita
bat ngo diu giong:

“A, ra vay. Néu thé thi cAc em hoat dong cho nghiém tic.”

“Bon em m&i gap nhau lan dau thoi a.”

“Khi ra vé nhé tra chia khéa dé.”

“Daro roi a.”

Thay Morishita gwodm guwom nhin bon t6i mot lan nita r6i dong sap
ctta c6 phan thd bao. Chitanda lai co rim minh trwéc tiéng dong doé roi
khé thi tham:

“Giong...”

“Gi cg?”

“Giong thay to qua nhi?”

T6i bat cuoi.
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Gio thi...

Khong con viéc gi nita.

“Vay la phan ra mat da xong, vé thoi chii?”

“Hg? Khong hoat dong gi sao?”

“U, té vée day.”

T6i nhac cai tdi trong khong deo 1én vai, quay lung vé phia
Chitanda.

“Nho cau khéa ctra nhé. Lai bi la nhw vira ndy thi ngan lam.”

“Um.”

To6i bwdce ra khai 16p khoa hoc dia cau.

Khoéng, diung hon la dang dinh bwdc ra thi toi bi giong néi sac lanh
cua Chitanda lam khyng lai.

“Dgi da!”

T6i ngoanh lai thi thdy Chitanda dang nghét ra nhuw thé vira bi yéu
cau lam diéu gi d6 khong twéng.

“T¢ khong thé khéa ctva dugc!”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi t¢ dau co chia khoa.”

A, ¥ nhi. T6i dang 1a nguwdi cam chia khéa. Ma chia cho muwon thi
dau c6 nhiéu dén thé. T6i rit chia khoa twr trong tii ra, méc & dau ngéon
tay.

“Thé thi cam lay... A, khong, xin 16i, vy t& giao cho Chitanda
day.”

Chitanda khong tra 16i. C6 nang nhin cham cham chiéc chia khoa
dang dung dwa trén dau ngoén tay toi, cudi cung nghiéng co hoi:

“Tai sao Oreki lai c6é chia?”

Hoi gi ngd ngan thé khong biét.

“Khong co6 chia khoa lam sao vao dugc phong hoc bi khéa co chit.
O, khoan. No6i vay thi thé quai ndo... A khéng, xin 16i, y t& 1a 1am sao
ma Chitanda vao day dwogc?”
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“Vi phong dau c6 khoa. Té ct nghi 1a chac cé ai do ¢ day r6i nén
khong chuan bi chia khoa.”

Thi ra la vay. Bung la néu khéng cé bitc thw cia ba chi la cyu thanh
vién thi toi cling khong thé biét dwoc thong tin cau lac b Co Dién
chang c6 mot méng thanh vién nao.

“Vay ha? Nhung luc t¢ dén thi bi khoa day.”

Tbi noi rat vo tw ching cé y gi, nhung héng rdi. Anh mét Chitanda
chgt thay doi khi nghe thay thé. Cai nhin day sac canh. Khong biét co
phai 1a do gidc khong nhuwng tham chi t6i con thdy doi dong tir cua
Chitanda né to ra. Chitanda cham rai héi lai, mac cho t6i dang thay én
lanh.

“Cau bao khoa, tirc 1a cai ctra dang kia bi khdéa ldc cau vao day ay
ha?”

To6i gat dau, du trong long boi réi trwede sw thay doi dot ngot ctia co
nit sinh thanh lich. Chitanda, khong biét la vo tinh hay c6 y, bén tién
1én mot buéce.

“Tuc 1a, td - da - bi - nhot, phai khéng?”

Tiéng nén bong cua cau lac bo6 Bong Chay vong tGi tan day nghe rat
da tai. T6i chang con viéc gi & can phong nay, nhung xem chirng
Chitanda c6 vé van muon néi chuyén. To6i khé thé dai, quyét dinh
chon phwong an thoa hiép nén ngbi xudéng cai ban gan nhat, tii van
deo trén vai.

Bi nhét. Chitanda vira néi thé. Lé nao la nhw vay. T6i nghi nggi mot
chit. Chia khéa thi t6i cam, con Chitanda lai ¢ trong phong. Ma t6i
khong nhé 1a minh da khoa ctra. Vay thi, van deé rat don gian.

“Chac chinh cau da khéa ctra ch gi? Khoa tir bén trong ay.”

Nhung Chitanda lac dau nguay nguay, kién quyét pha nhan.

“T@ khong c6 lam chuyén dé.”
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“Thuc té 1a chia khéa & day. Ngoai cau ra thi con ai c6 thé khoa
phong dugc nira?”

“Cha, chuyén dang tri van hay xay ra ma.”

Nhung Chitanda chang phéan tng gi tredc 1ap luan cta téi ma dot
nhién gio canh tay 1én chi ra phia sau lung toi:

“Thé kia la ban cau a?”

To6i quay lai thi thady canh ctta dang md& he hé mdot cach dang ngo va
cai cd 4o dong phuc den 1ap 16 qua khe hé dang nhom vao. Anh mit
cda t6i va nhan vat kia dung nhau nhw tén ban. T6i nhé la da tirng nhin
thdy cdp mat nau lic nao cling nhw dang cwdi nay. Bung khoanh khac
ay toi lén tiéng:

“Satoshi! Nghe trom a, khong ngo s thich cua cau ngay cang
xuong cap day!”

Canh ctta m@ ra, dung nhu toi doan, & do khong ai khac chinh la
Fukube Satoshi. Han chang hé t6 vé hoi 16i ma con mat day chong
ché:

“A a xin 16i nhé, that tinh t& khong cé dinh nghe trom dau.”

“Chang biét dinh hay khong, chi biét két qua la sy that thoi.”

“Nhung ma nhé. Go da nhu Hotaro ma chiéu mudn & lai trong mot
can phong biét 1dp doi dién cung mdt ban nit sinh, khong phai té thi
bat ctt ai cling chang dam dwong dot xong vao. Dai gi mudn bi ngua
da dau.”

Han 1dam nham gi vay.

“Twdng cau vé roi co ma?”

“Té cling dinh thé, nhung tai lic & dwdi nhin 1én can phong nay
thdy Hotaro dang & cung mot ban nit cho nén... Kinh nghiém day
minh nhw t& day chi thiéu moi viéc nhin 1én la chwa thit bao gio théi.”

T6i phdt 10 nhitng 10i ctia Satoshi bang cach khong them nhin lai.
Cau ta van hay b&n cgt kiéu nay. Nhung vi Satoshi cit néi tinh bo nén
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nhitng ai khong quen vdi théi bong dua cia cau ta thi rat dé hiéu lam
la that.

Va c6 vé Chitanda cling nam trong s6 dé.

“0, 0,10...”

Thai do tram tinh ban ndy bong bién mat, thay vao doé la vé boi roi
dén ngd. Khong ngo trdi v6i vé bé ngoai, dwong nhw c6 nang nay
thudc tip dé cam xtc boc 10 hét ra gwong mat, vé ngap nglrng muon
n6éi ma khéng mé miéng duwgc nhw muon bao rang. “Ne, bay gio t&d
dang béi r6i lam day!” Nhin thi hay day nhung khong thé cit dé nhw
vay duogc.

Ciling may la vach tran tro dua cda Satoshi thi dé ¢t. Chi can héi
mot cau.

“Cau noi that day a?”

“Puwong nhién la dua r6i.”

Co6 thé thay ngay dugc Chitanda thd phao nhe nhdm. Phwong cham
cta Satoshi la “Pua thi chi la ngau hitng, néu dé lai hau qua sé thanh
néi doi.”

“Oreki, ban nay la?”

Co 1€ vi cau bong dua c6 phan hoi qua da doi véi c6 nang nén
Chitanda héi lai, xen lan chit canh giac. Khong can tén nhiéu 16i dé
gidi thiéu Satoshi. To6i dap gon 16n:

“Teén nay a. Fukube Satoshi. Mot tri thitc gia danh.”

“Gia danh?”

Satoshi cling to ra khoai chi truéce 101 gidi thiéu hoan hao cua toi.

“Haha, Hotaro, 10i gidi thiéu tuyét voi. Chao cau, cau la...?”

“Minh la Chitanda. Chitanda Eru.”

Cai tén Chitanda khién Satoshi phan tng bat ngo. Hiém khi cu ta
phong ra khong ndéi nang gi duwgc. Toi chwa tirtng thay mom mép tép
nhdy nhw Satoshi ma lai bi ca lam bao gio.

“Chi... Chitanda? Chitanda, c6 phai la Chitanda dy khong?”
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“Hd&, khong biét y cau la Chitanda nao, nhwng nghe néi & truong
Kamiyama nay ho Chitanda chi c6 dong toc nha t6.”

“Vay thi ding ro6i. Bat ngo qua.”

Vé bat ngo cta Satoshi la that. Toi bat ngo trwdc viéc Satoshi bat
ngo. Bai toi biét cau ta khong phéi nguwdi tiép xuc vai sy vat sy viéc
bang vé bat ngd twoi méi dén nhwong ay. Nhung t6i hoan toan khong
hiéu diéu gi khién cau ta kinh ngac thé.

“Qi Satoshi, chuyén gi th&?”

“Chuyén gi v! Ngac nhién qua ddy Hotaro, van biét la kién thirc cau
hoi nghéo nan nhung khong thé cé chuyén chwa titng nghe danh nha
Chitanda dugc?”

Lan nay thi cau ta lac dau quay quay ra vé that dang that vong lam
thay. Khoi phdi noi t6i cling thita hiéu thai do nay chi la dua cgt. Thém
nita, t6i cling biét ro lwgng kién thirc d6 s6 nhung vo dung cta Satoshi
nén khong hé cdm thay khé chiu hay xdu hé gi tredc viéc minh khong
biét ca.

“Nha Chitanda thi lam sao?”

Satoshi gat dau vé dac y, bat dau 1én 16p.

“Truong Kamiyama c6 khong it danh gia vong tdc, nhung noi tiéng
nhat la ‘B t& gia tdc ldy thira’. Nha Juumonji cai quan dén Arekusu,
nha Sarusuberi kinh doanh cac hiéu sach, nha hao nong Chitanda va
nha Manninbashi s& hitu ca vung nui. Chit Han dau tién cia moi nha
dai dién cho tirng bac liiy thtra lién tiép ctia s6 10 nén moi ngudi goi la
‘B0 tt gia toc 1y thwa’*. Gia toc da sic sanh ngang v6i bo ti chi ¢
nha Irisu giam doc bénh vién va nha Toogaito day quyeén luc trong
nganh giao duc ma thoi.”

T6i qua doi kinh ngac trudce 101 giai thich boc mui dang ngo.
“T& dai danh gia? Nay Satoshi, 10i cdu néi c6 bao phan la that thé?”
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“O tho 16 nhi, 100% déu la sy that. Cau thady t& bia chuyén bao gio
chua?”

Satoshi ma da khang dinh la that thi hau hét ding la that. Nhung
thoi budi nay ma van con cé chuyén danh gia vong toc sao? Thay
Satoshi lam b kho chiu, Chitanda ben tng cttu:

“U, ding 1a t& co ting nghe qua tat ca cac cai tén d6. Con c6 phai la
danh gia hay khong thi t& khong biét.”

“Ha, 1€ nao that the?”

“Nhung t¢ mdi lan dau duwgc nghe cach goi ‘Bo tt gia toc lly
thira’.”

Toi liéc sang thi thdy Satoshi nhtin vai.

“T¢ khong noi doi dau nhé.”

“Chi sang tac ra thoi ha?”

“Thinh thodng ngwoi ta cling mudn la ngwoi khéi xuwéng thuyét gi
d6 ma.”

Satoshi vO nhe tay, nhw muon két thic chu dé nay tai day.

“Ma nay Hotaro, rac r6i cau gap phai la gi vay?”

T6i biét ngay la thé nao cau ta cling td6 mo ma. Choi quanh co chi
lam sy viéc thém lau lac nén toi thuat lai ngan gon tinh hinh cho han.

Troi toi roi nhi, n6i doan Chitanda bat den trong phong hoc.

Satoshi nghe xong cau chuyén, khoanh tay 1am bam:

“Hirm, thé thi ky la that.”

“Ky cho nao? Chitanda quén mat la chinh c6 dy da ty khéa minh lai,
giai thich nhu vay khong dwogc sao?”

“Khong, qua ky la ay.”

Satoshi van khoanh tay, ngtrtng mot nhip.

“B@i gan day phia nha treong duwgce yéu cau phai nang cao mirc do
quan ly khat khe hon. Treong Kamiyama cling kha gat gao trong viéc
quan 1y 16p hoc. Néu cau dé y mdt chut sé thdy, tat ca ctra cac phong
hoc trong treong déu khong thé dong ma tir bén trong néu khong co
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chia khoa. B6 1a dé ngan viéc hoc sinh tron biét trong phong lam
chuyén mo am.”

Toi khong khéi thac mac triwdc nhitng 10i néi chac nich day dac y
cta Satoshi. Mac du khong con la gi khoi lwgng kién thitc vo nghia
cling nhu kha nang nhoi nhét thong tin mot cach vo trat ty cua cau ta,
nhung xét viéc vira m@i nhap hoc chwa day mét thang, biét thé nay
khong phai la qua nhiéu u?

“Sao cau biét ca chuyén d6?”

“Um. O thi, tuan trude t& c6 dinh 1dam mot thi nghiém nhoé nhung
khong co6 phong hoc nao khoa dwgrc tw ben trong du dot nhap duwgc vao
nén ciing gap khon don mot chut.”

“Khong biét ha? Cai viéc cau dinh lam chinh la ‘chuyén m¢ am’ ma
nha trerong muodn ngan chan day.”

“Thé chang. Chac thé.”

“Chinh xac la thé.”

Toi cwoi. Satoshi cling cwdi. Phan (tng véi trang cuwdi khan ay, toi
cam thay Chitanda hoi 1ui lai mot chit. Va sy im lang bao trum. Toi
hang giong pha v& bau khong khi ay:

“Chuyén chiéc chia khéa chac la c6 sy nham lan gi do6. Troi gan toi
16i, t& vé day.”

To6i toan nhac minh khéi ban.

Thi thay vai minh bi &n manh xudng tir dang sau. Chitanda da tién
lai phia sau t6i tw Itic nao.

“Khoan da!”

“Gi, gl nita day!”

“Té rat to mo.”

Mat d6i mat vGi Chitanda ¢ cyw ly gan khién toi boi roi.

“Thi sao?”

“Tai sao, t¢ lai bi nhot chit? Néu khong phai 1a bi nhot, vay tai sao
t6 lai vao dugc day?”
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Trong anh mat dy ctia Chitanda chita dwng mét thit uy luwc di thuwong
nhw muon bao rang sé khong chap nhan bat ky 10i gidi dap cho lay 1é
nao ca. Bi ap dao trwdc uy luc ay, giong ndi cda toi trd nén yéu 6t.

“Vay thi sao chu?”

“Néu noi la nham lan, thi la ai, nham lan kiéu gi mégi duwgc?”

“Qi théi, d6 khong phai 1a viéc t§...”

“T@, rat to mo.”

Chitanda rueén minh vé phia tredc. T6i budc phéi nga nguwdi vé phia
sau.

M¢i dau c6 phdi t6i da dung tr “thanh lich” dé n6i vé Chitanda
khong nhi? Khong thé nao, dé chi don thuan la an twong dau tién, la
miéu ta vé bé ngoai. Toi hiéu r6i, thit thé hién ré nhat ban chat c6 nang
nay la doi mat. B6i mat to tron, linh hoat, chang an nhap gi véi an
twgng tong thé. B6i mat do méi la ban chat cia Chitanda Eru. “T& rat
t0 mo.” Chi véi cau noéi do, co tiéu thw trong “Bo t gia tdc liy thira”
da bién thanh mdt dita con cau tw hiéu ky.

“Tai sao nhi. Ca Oreki va Fukube cung suy nghi xem!”

“Sao td lai...”

“Thu vi day.”

Satoshi da ngat 10i t6i va nhan 10i. Néu la Satoshi thi c6 thé lam vay
lam, nhung, c& cho la tim dugc 16i giai di thi cling dé lam gi chi.

“T¢6 vé day, khong c6 hirng.”

Mot sy lang phi khung khiép. Ma véi t6i thi viéc khong can lam thi
khoi lam.

Vay ma Satoshi, du chdc chan biét rd muwoi muwoi nhitng suy nghi
trong dau t6i, lai néi:

“Pirng, Hotaro cling giip mot tay di. TG sé lam hét sitc cé thé,
nhung chi véi ngan nay dit liéu thi khong thé dwa ra két luan gi dwoc.”

“Vé van, t6...”
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Satoshi dwa mat sang bén khong dé t6i n6i hét 1oi. T6i cling liéc
theo thi thay Chitanda.

“..Um.”

Do6i mo6i mim lai, tay nam chat vdy, anh mat g@dm guwom nhu cia ké
bé trén. Toi bat giac lui lai nita budc. Néu chi n6i vé uy luc thoi thi
khong hé thua kém ba chi toi. Satoshi da gwi 10i canh bao dén t6i, rang
tot nhat la nén & lai tham gia cing méi yén than duoc.

T6i nhin Chitanda r6i lai nhin Satoshi, dén khi Satoshi khé gat dau
thi t6i quyét dinh nghe theo 16i canh bao ay. Néu khong, linh tinh dé
c6 chuyén chang lanh ap t6i lam.

“... bung roi, thu vi ddy. Thit dong ndo xem sao nhi?”

Cai giong c6 phan déu déu nhu tung kinh ctia t6i cling chi la mién
cwong. Nhung nho vay ma khée miéng Chitanda da dan ra phan nao.

“Oreki, cau da nhé ra diéu gi sao?”

“Pgi chat nao. Hotaro la tén tiéu cuc, thich nghi hon van dong.
Nhung mot khi da dong nao thi cling kha dugc viéec do.”

Tén xac xuwge. Co phdi ct van dong la thanh tich cuwc dau co chi.

Toi thir suy nghi.

Khi Chitanda vao phong nay thi ctta dang md. Con lic toi téi day thi
chac chan ctra da bi khoa.

Neéu tin 10i Satoshi thi du Chitanda c6 so suat gi di chang nita cling
khong thé khoa ctra tir bén trong. Nhuwng néu gia sir d6 khong phai la
viéc c6 chi y ma dién ra mot cach vo tinh thi sao? Tic la vi du, ldc
Chitanda vao phong thi ctra ¢ trang thai dang khoa mot nira, sau do 10
x0 bi tdc dong nao do6 khién ctra ty dong khoa lai, kiéu kiéu thé.

T6i trinh bay gia thiét d6. Trudc 16i gidi thich dy Chitanda khé
nghiéng dau khong két luan gi, nhung Satoshi da 1én giong té vé giéu
cot:
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“Khong thé nao, Hotaro. Ctta ctia trwong Kamiyama dugc thiét ké
dé néu c6 nhd & trang thai nira khoa thi khong thé rut khoa ra dugce.”

Thé .

Vay thi, chi cé thé nghi rang c6 ai d6 da co y khoa ctra lai thoi. T6i
hoi:

“Cau c6 nhd da vao phong nay liac nao khong?”

Chitanda suy nghi mot cht ro6i dap:

“Trudc Oreki chut xiu. Té nghi la khoang ba phut.”

Ba phut. Thé thi qua ngan, khong kip. Hon nita 16p khoa hoc dia
cau nay lai & cho biét 1ap nhat trong truong.

... Chuyén nay c6 vé phitc tap hon bé ngoai. T6i bat dau nghi vay
thi & bén canh, Chitanda cat giong that thanh:

INE

“Sao thé, Chitanda?”

“Pung roi, néu thtr nghi thi sé biét ngay ai la nguoi da khoa cira!”

“0, ai vay?”

Chitanda mim cudi vé vui sudng... Gi day, sao toi lai c6 linh cam
chang lanh. Cu6i cung c6 tiéu thw quay sang toi noi:

“La Oreki. V1 cau co chia khoéa.”

Biét ngay ma. T6i dang nghi c cho la nhw vay di ciling dwgc, nhung
chwa kip néi thi Chitanda da tiép tuc:

“A, nhung ma lieu co chuyén do dugc khong nhi? Oreki c6 phai la
nguoi dang tin khong nhi?”

... D6 dau phai viéc c6 thé noéi tredc mat dwong sy chit? Toi con
chwa noi gi thi Satoshi da cuoi:

“Pang tin hay khong thi t& khong biét dugc. Nhung t¢ nghi Hotaro
khong khodi may tro kiéu nhw nhot Chitanda lai dé mua vui dau.
Chang dwgc 1gi 1oc gi ca.”

Qua la chuan khéng can chinh. Cau qua hiéu t& con gi, khong doi
nao lam nhitng chuyén vé bé.
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Thé nén, nguwdi da khoa ctra khong phai toi.

Vay thi...?

Khong tai nao hiéu noi. Toi khé gai dau.

Dring thé, phdi c6 manh méi gi chit. Khong hiéu sao tdi néi ma c6
cam giac nhue minh dang vién cg thoai thac:

“Hoéng, hong! Hai cau c6 manh moi gi khong?”

“Manh m6i? Nhu nao thi 1a manh m6i?”

T6i boi roi tride cau hoi thang tudt cia Chitanda.

“Manh moi titc 1a, manh moi.”

Satoshi b6 sung cho 16i giai thich qua doi mat mat cua toi.

“La nhitng diém bat thwong ay. Cau cé thay diéu gi khac la so véi
binh thwong khong, Chitanda?”

“A, irm. Néi vay thi...”

Co6 gi chdng? To6i hau nhw chang trong doi gi, nhung Chitanda duwa
mat nhin quanh 16p khoa hoc dia cau ré6i hwéng mat xuéng san nha,
cham rai noi:

“Ho6i nay c6 tiéng lach cach & dwdi chan.”

Tiéng dong?

Co u? Toi lai khong biét gi ca.

Nhung gia s la co.

... Thi ra la vay. T6i c6 cam gidc minh da hiéu van dé. Satoshi
nhom nhom toi:

“Hotaro, nghi ra cai gi r6i a?”

To6i chang néi chang rang nhac cap 1én.

“0, cau di dau thé Oreki?”

“Tai hién hién truong. Néu may man biét dau c6 thé xem dwgc.”

T6i cdm thdy Chitanda hét hai theo sau. Satoshi chac ciing bam
duoi sau do.
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Khi moi viéc két thiic va ching t6i ra khoi cong trwong thi da kha
muon. Cau lac b Béng Chay con dang dung cao dé vo lai mat san.
Khong hiéu sao t6i lai dan theo Chitanda va Satoshi ma r6 rang hoi
ndy toi da chao tam biét. A khong, diing hon 1a hai ngudi ho dang bam
theo tOi.

Cudi cung Chitanda cling dudi kip t6i:

“Cau giai thich dwoc roi ddy. Tai sao lai biét viéc do chi?”

O ding sau Satoshi néi theo:

“Pung thé, Hotaro. Gitta bon minh khong cé bi mat co ma?”

Pirng néi cau nghe thdy gébm nhw vay chi. To6i dap trd ma khong
théem ngoanh lai:

“Ciling chang phai bi mat gi dau. Chi la don gian qua té chang buon
néi thoi.”

“Co thé doi vdi Oreki la don gian, nhwng t& van chwa hiéu!”

Chitanda cong moi... Gidi thich thi phién ma c né tranh vong vo
thi mat thoi gian. T6i x6c lai tii deo vai, suy nghi xem nén bat dau tw
dau.

“Phai roi. Thit da dwgc dung dé nhét Chitanda la chia khéa van
nang, dugc chwa?”

To6i thdy minh chi dwa ra mot két luan hét sitc hién nhién, vy ma
Chitanda cat giong kinh ngac. Xem chirng phai bat dau tir day roi.

“O! Tai sao lai thé?”

“Vi 16p khoa hoc dia cau nam & vi tri biét 1ap trong trwong. Gia st
c6 nguwoi muon chia khéa nhot ciu, xong lai mang vé phong gido vién
trd. R6i t¢& muwgn chia khéa dén 16p hoc d6, mé cira. Vi trinh tw nay
thi ba phuat khong da.”

“Ha? Tic la phai cé chia khéa khac mdi duge, ma chia cho muon
thi chi c6 mot chi€c duy nhat. Suy ra la chia khéa van nang a?”

Chinh xac. Va binh thwong thi chia van nang hoc sinh khong dugc
dung. Néu thé thi nghiém nhién sy viéc da ro ranh ranh.
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Con mot thong tin nita quyét dinh van de.

“Tiép theo, Chitanda, cau bao la c6 tiéng dong dudi san nha phai
khong?”

“Puing r6i.”

“Tiéng dong phat ra tir san 16p hoc & tang bon nghi theo cach thong
thwong thi cau thay sao?”

Satoshi trd 10i cham rai mot cach bat thuong.

“Ra vay. La tr tran nha tang ba a?”

“T'6¢ nghi thé. Va dé chinh la ngudi st dung chia van nang.”

Nguwoi dong dén tran nha phong hoc sau khi hét gi¢. Chi c6 thé la...

“Cau ciling tinh y nhi. Ra la nhan vién tap vu.” Chitanda gat dau lia
lia.

Nguoi chiung toi da bat gap ¢ tang ba la nhan vién tap vu vac cai
thang 16n. Khi ra khoi 16p hoc thi chud ay dat thang xudng, 1y chia tw
trong tdi ra. Sau d6 chu bat dau kh6a mot loat phong hoc & tang ba
tredc mat chung toéi. Viéc chi dy da lam c6 thé tém tat nhw thé nay.
Pau tién chi md khoa phong va lam viéc bén trong. Sau khi lam xong
chd ay chuyén sang phong hoc tiép theo va lap lai trinh tw nhu vay.
Sau khi két thiic cong viéc & toan b cac 16p hoc, chi &y méi khéa mot
lwgt tat ca cac cira dang m@. Gia st 16 ¢6 hoc sinh nao tinh cd vao mot
trong cac 16p hoc nay vao thoi diém do thi sé xui xéo bi nhot lai...
Nhu Chitanda.

Cong viéc cia nguwoi nhan vién tap vu cu thé la gi thi t6i khong rd.
Nhung tir viéc chi ay di mot vong cac 16p hoc va khéng mang vat
dung nao 16én ngoai chiéc thang ra thi cé thé doan khéng phai chu ay
thay béng dén. Co thé 1a chi kiém tra dui dén hodc thiét bi bao chay.
Thoi thi chuyén dé sao cling dugce. Vi Chitanda khong héi gi vé viéc
ay.

Vay la giai quyét xong duwgc mot viéc.
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“Thay chwa! Mot khi chiu dong ndo thi ciu ta cling dwoc viéc day
ch!”

“Pung thé that! T ngac nhién qua!”

T6i thi chang nghi minh da lam chuyén gi ghé gém... Nguoi biét vé
hé théng quén ly chia khoa la Satoshi, ngwoi phat hién ra am thanh &
tang dwdi la Chitanda. Con t6i chi dinh gid vo ngdy ngo cho qua
chuyén... Ma théi, hai tén nay muén nghi sao vé t6i cling duwgc. Toi
chi thady minh bi lam phién. Khi nhin gwong mat nghiéng nghiéng cua
Chitanda dang danh sy ngudng mo chan thanh cho t6i qua doi mat biét
noi, t6i bong no6i hitng muén cham choc:

“Ma con chuyén nay nhé. T¢ chi ban khoan mo6i mot viéc, tai sao
lic & trong 16p, Chitanda lai khong nghe thay tiéng khoa ctra?”

Nhung duong nhu Chitanda khong nghi do la 16i cham choc hay
mia mai, cO mim cuoi:

“Néu 1a chuyén dé thi t& cé thé giai thich. O ngoai cira s6... Phai
r6i, la vi t& mai ngam toa nha kia.”

Vtra noi c6 nang vura chi cho toi xem toa nha bén duong. La vo
dwong, mot trong nhitng toa nha cua treong Kamiyama. Mot kién tric
bang g6 kha t6i tan, d6i cho dd muc nat do dam muwa dai nang bao
nam. T6i cling bat chwdc Chitanda, thanh that phat biéu y kién:

“Qua that khong thé hiéu néi, né co gi khién cau chu tam dén thé.”

“Khong, toa nha nay c6 cho ky la day.”

“H&?”

To6i khong thdy ky cho nao, nhung & dang sau Satoshi da 1am bam
“Qua la nhu vay.”

“Cii qua nhi. Cii trong thay.”

“Um.”

Vay u? Cé 1€ thé. Nhung mot tdoa nha cé cii dén may di nita ma bi
thu hut dén mic ay, vGi t6i qua la mot hanh dong khong thé 1y giai
noi, khong biét nén goi la phong lwu hay roi hoi day.
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Cudi cung thi con duong bi gian doan bdi dén dé. C6 may hoc sinh
khac cung treong vira tan hoc cling dang doi den nhw chung toi.

“Ma bon minh van chwa chao hoi nhi?”

Chitanda cham rai noi.

“Chao hoi?”

“U. T bay gid bon minh hoat dong cling cau lac bd C6 Dién ma.
Rét mong dugc cau giup da.”

Cau lac bo Co6 Dbién! Phai roi, t6i quén khudy mat. T6i dén do la dé
xem phong hop ctia cau lac bd C6 DBién! Nghi lai thi nhd cé Chitanda
gia nhap, viéc d6 da khong con can thiét nita, nhuwng ma... Két qua la
tat cd. Pon xin gia nhap cau lac b da duwgc thu ly va dwa vao ho so
mat r6i. Hon nita, & truong Kamiyama, trong vong mot thang sau khi
gia nhap thi khong dugc phép rut khoi cau lac bo.

Sau khi khé cti dau chao t6i, Chitanda quay sang cwdi v6i Satoshi.

“Ban Fukube ciing gia nhap nhé, cau lac bo C6 bién?”

Satoshi khoanh tay ra vé nghi nggi nhung tra 16i ngay lap tic:

“Puwgc day. Hom nay rat thd vi. U, minh sé tham gia.”

“Vay thi rat mong dwgc ban Fukube giup do!”

“Khéng, minh m&i phéi néi thé... A ma ciing rat han hanh dwoc gip
ban Hotaro!”

Satoshi hudng cai nhin dua cgt vé phia t6i va no6i vé xac xugc.

bén da chuyén sang mau xanh. T6i nhanh chéng budc di. Dt tay
vao tui, toi thdy cac ngén tay cham phai birc thw. Bitc thw cta ba chi.
Pung la khi nhan dugc thv tv Oreki Tomoe, toi da linh cam sé co
chuyén gi d6 xay ra ma.

Chi than yéu, chi da hai long chwa? Ba cé ba thanh vién méi gia
nhap cau lac bo Co Dién, noi ghi dau tudi thanh xuan cta chi roi day.
Suv hoi sinh cia cau lac bo Co6 Dién giau truyén thong, va t6i chot
nghi. Biét dau la 10i tam biét v4i nhitng ngay thang an nhién va tiét
kiém nang lwgng cua toi. Bai vi...
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“Pung r6i, bon minh con phai bau cha tich. Lam thé nao bay gio?”

“U nhi, Hotaro rd rang 1a khong phu hop r6i.”

Bdi hai tén nay c6 1& chang chiu dé yén cho toi tiét kiém nang luwgng
dau. Néu chi c6 Satoshi thi sao cling xt ly dugc, nhung van de la. ..

Bon mat ching t6i gap nhau. Cdp mat to tron cia Chitanda Eru
dang cwoi lap lanh.

Van dé nam & phia c6 tiéu thw nay co, t6i mo hé cdm nhan.
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IT1

Hoat dong cua cau lac bo Co Dién danh
gia

Ngam th, t6i mdéi ban khoan khéng biét cau lac bo Co Dién lam cai
gi nhi? Nhitng hoc sinh biét dugc diéu do thi da khong con & trong
treong. Toi lai khong t0 mo muon biét dén mitc di hoi cac thay co
gido. Néu hoi ba chi t6i chac sé biét dugc day, tiéc thay gio chi ay lai
dang & tan Beirut*. Ma thoi, du la muc dich hoat dong khong ro rang
di nita, vi vOn cling da cé ti ti t6 chitc khong hiéu ton tai dé lam gi nén
co 1€ t6i chang can ban tam.

Mot thang tréi qua ké tir khi cau lac bd Co Dién hoi sinh. L&p khoa
hoc dia cau - phong hop cua cau lac bo du da khong tré thanh can c
bi mat nhuwng cling dan dan chiém dwgc vi tri trong t6i nhw mét noi
thw gidn dé chiu hon t6i twdng. Tan hoc néu cam thdy chan t6i sé ghé
qua do6. Co6 thé cé Satoshi. C6 thé c6 Chitanda. C6 thé cé ca hai. Hay
khong c6 ai di chang nita cling hoan toan khong van dé gi. Khi thi
chuing t6i tan gau, cling c6 lic cung im lang. Satoshi von la dita chiu
dwgc khong khi tram madc, con tiéu thw Chitanda van la c6 nit sinh
thanh lich ding nhw an twogng bé ngoai, chi can con hiéu ky trong
nguwoi khong troi day. Chinh vi thé ma du khong ai trong chiing t6i co
y nhung cau lac b Co Dién mang dang dap mdt hoi nira mua hon la
cau lac bo hoat dong nghiém tuc.
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Thém nita, to6i von khong phai mot tén xa lanh moi nguwdi, chi can
viéc & canh nhau khong lam t6i thay mét. Vé diém nay thi Satoshi doi
lic van chua hiéu ding cho lam.

HOm nay troi mwa nhé, c6 toi va Chitanda. T6i kéo ghé ra canh ctra
s0, ngd nguwoi dai trén ghé va lwét qua cubn truyén bia mong ré tién.
Chitanda thi chiém mot cho & phia trén trong phong va doc quyén gi
dé day cop. Mot khung canh ué odi sau gio tan hoc.

To6i giat minh nhan ra la da ba mwoi phat troi qua ké tiw khi xem
dong ho lic ndy. Thoi gian tréi that nhanh khi ta 1ang quén. Nhung
néu bdo rang tinh trang hién gio cta t6i la dang nghi ngoi hay thw gian
thi at han khong phai roi. Chinh nho cé cdm giac cang thang hay stress
thi md&i ton tai trang thai nghi ngoi thw gian. Con t6i, chi don gian la
dang duy tri trang thai it tieu hao nang lvgng.

Chi c6 tiéng lat gid tirng trang sach va tiéng mwa phun vang lén
trong tinh lang.

T6i bat dau cdm thdy budn ngt. Tanh mua cai la vé ngay théi.

Chot 6 tiéng quyén sach dong sap lai. Tiép do la tiéng Chitanda
lam bam trong khi van quay lung vé phia toi:

“Can c0i roi.”

Du khong quay lai nhung r6 rang la Chitanda dang bat chuyén véi
toi chi khong phai doc thoai. Tuy nhién, vi khong biét phai no6i gi
tredc phat ngon duwong dot ay nén toi hai lai:

“Gl co, chuyén trong hai lan mgt nam 4?”

“Pdy la canh tac hai vu.”

Chitanda quay lai phia t6i, trd 15i ranh rot tirng tiéng nhw danh may:

“Néu trong cung mot loai hoa mau thi goi la canh tac hai vu.”

“Qua xtrng danh con gai cua mot nong gia.”

“Khong co6 gi dang nggi khen dau...”

Tiéng mwa roi va sy im lang bao trum.
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“Khong, khong phai chuyén do.”

“Chuyén can co6i ha?”

“Pung thé, can c6i.”

“Cai gi can co6i cg?”

Chitanda nhin t6i cham cham, r6i dwa tay phdi chi mot vong 16p
hoc.

“Cai gio tan hoc nay. Nhitng ngay khong c6 muc dich gi that chang
nang suat gi ca.”

Puong nhién, giét thoi gian thi sao nang suat dwgc ch. To6i van
khong gap quyén truyén, nhiéng mat nhin.

“Tiéu thw n6i phai lam. Thé cau c6 diéu gi trong dgi ¢ cau lac bé Co
Dbién nay sao?”

“TG a?”

Cau héi cuaa t6i that ac y. B&i hiém ké biét dwgc chinh xac minh
dang trong dgi diéu gi lam. Con vé phan minh thi t6i biét r6 1a minh
chang trong doi gi ca.

Chitanda khong hé do du:

“Co6 chi.”

«Q1”

Bat ngd qua. “Co6” ngay tap ly! Toi to0 mo toan hoi ti€p do la gi thi
co0 nang da voi thém:

“Nhung dé 1a ly do c4 nhan.”

Vay thi chang viéc gi phai héi nita.

Chitanda tiép 10i:

“Té dang noi vé cau lac b Co bién. Cau lac bd Co bién la hoat
dong cau lac bo nén phai c6 hoat dong gi do.”

“Khong van dé, nhung ké ca thé thi cling c6 muc dich gi dau.”

“Co day.”

No6i doan Chitanda, bang uy quyén cua chua tich va uy nghiém cua
mot tiéu thw danh gia, nghiém trang tuyén bo:
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“‘Chung ta sé phat hanh tap san, vao 1é hoi van héa thang Muoi
tGi.”

Lé hoi van héa?

Ltc tride t6i titng dé cap rang 1é hoi van héa cta treong Kamiyama
kha ndi tiéng. N6i thém mot chit thi d6 chinh la tinh hoa cua van héa
gigi tré trong vung. Pay la t6i chi nhac lai 16i Satoshi théi nhung theo
cau ta thi budi tiéc tra ngoai troi trong 1é hoi van héa cua truong
Kamiyama la sy kién ma bat ky c6 cau hoc tro nao theo hoc Tra Pao
déu phai tham gia it nhat mot 1an, hay ngo6i trudng nay cling tirng san
sinh ra nhitng vii cong chuyén nghiép t cudc thi nhdy breakdance.
Khéi van hoc nghé thuat chat lwgng khong biét ra sao nhung sé lwgng
thi kha dang ké. T6i biét s6 tap san chi toi nhan dugc tir cac cau lac bo
khoi van hoc nghé thuat trong ba nam chat day mot thung cac-tong.

Tém lai dé chinh la két tinh cta doi hoc sinh mau hong. Mot ké nhw
toi day c6 1é khong nén binh luan gi vé 1€ hoi thi hon. T6i sé chi ghi
nhan rang 1é hoi khong hé nira voi kiéu cuwdi ngya xem hoa.

Nhung tap san thi... T6i suy nghi mét chut vé dé xuat cua Chitanda
roi dat mot cau hoi rat dwong nhién:

“Chitanda, thwong thi tap san la két qua hoat dong cta cau lac bg,
chtt c6 phai muc dich dau?”

Chitanda cham rai lac dau.

“Khong, néu coi muc dich ctia cau lac bo la tap san ghi lai két qua
thi chiing ta sé dat dwgc muc dich bang viéc tao ra két qua.”

“... Lasao?”

“Cho nén, néu coi két qua la muc dich thi ching ta sé tao ra két qua
dé dat duwgc muc dich dé, ding khong?”

Htr. T6i khong khoi nhiu may. T6i hiéu y ctia ¢6 nang, nhung theo
phép lap thtra thi c6 sai khong nhi?

No6i qua ndi lai thi khi khong phdi lam tdp san that qua la phién.
Khong, du khong khang dinh rang phat hanh tap san - mot viéc t6i
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chwa tirng lam - la phién phitc, thi khong lam viéc khong nhat thiét
phdi lam van ly twéng nhat. Muc dich véGi ca hoat dong, cai gi cling
dwgc thoi phong 1én. Stte Iy bi tiéu hao vao nhitng hoat dong khong
can thiét chinh la sy lang phi chit sao nita.

Toi gdp quyén truyén lai, dat xuong.

“Dep tap san di. Ton cong lam. Vi ca..., phai roi, ngudi viét chi c6
ba mong thi lam dugc tro tréng gi?”

Nhung Chitanda mot myc khang khang:

“Khong, khong phai la tap san thi khong duwgc.”

“Néu muon tham gia 1é hoi van héa thi van con cach khac ma. M&
gian hang chang han.”

“Lé hoi truong Kamiyama xwa nay cAm mé gian hang. A ma khéng,
quan trong hon thé co, khong phai la tap san thi khong dwoc.”

“... Sao lai thée?”

“Chi phi lam tdp san dugc tinh vao ngan quy r6i, nghe néi néu
khong lam sé gap rac roi day.”

Chitanda rat tw tdi do ra mét t0 gidy dwoc gap lam tw can than va
dwa cho t6i xem. That vay, s6 tién it di dugc trich cho ngdn quy cta
cau lac bd Co6 Dién nam nay dugc ghi vao muc “Chi phi lam tap san”.

“ Vi cd, thay Oide da yéu cau bon minh lam. Vi tp san cua cau lac
bd C6 Dién c6 truyén théng hon ba mwoi nam réi nén nghe noéi thay
khong muon né bi dirng gitta chirng.”

Nhitng nguoi noi nang hgp ly thi thwong thong minh. Nhung cling
khong cé6 nghia la nhitng nguwdi khong hop ly thi ngdc nghéch.
Chitanda at han khong phai mot ké ngoc. Nhung nhat dinh khong phai
la ngwdi an no6i hop ly. Ngay tir dau néu ¢ nang bat dau bang viéc giai
thich chuyén ngan quy va chuyén truyén thong cau lac bg, roi chét lai
rang hdy cung quyét dinh muc dich hoat dong thi t6i da chang y kién.
Chi it thi t6i cling thira hiéu rang chong do6i hai tht “danh muc” va
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“truyén thong” la viéc kém hiéu qua dén mic nao. Bén nuwdc nay toi
chi con c6 thé cuoi cay dang:

“Hiéu roi, hiéu roi. Lam thi lam.”

D6 ciing 1a 16i tuyén bo rang nhitng ngay an nhan khong muc dich
da thue sy két thiic. Ma biét dau lai l1a trang thai lanh manh.

Troi van mwa. Nghi rang van chua thé vé dwgc, toi lai hoi viéc can
hoi:

“Theé tap san day la th nhw thé nao?”

“Nhu thé nao, tirc 1a sao?”

“Ttc 1a, tap san phat hanh moi nam c6 noi dung nhw thé nao?”

Chang cé 1€, nhung néu tap san cau lac bo C6 Pién cac nam trudc
day ray nhitng dé tai kiéu nhw “Ghi chép doc hiéu cuén Nam téng ly
kién bdt khuyén*, hay “Quan diém vé Thién Hoang trong truyén Bach
Phong trong Nguyét vii truyén ky*”, hay “Phan bién déi v4i cadc quan
diém tredc day veé sy bién chuyén cia quy pham xa hoi trong tdc pham
Chiéc guong khong [6*”, thi t6i cling can chuan bi san tinh than. Noéi
thém la khong phai chuan bi tinh than dé lam ra mot tap san cé chat
lwgng twong dwong ma la chuan bi tinh than sé khong lam. Du sao thi
biét dwgc truyén thong moi nam c6 xu hwéng nhw nao van hon.

Nhung cau tra 101 nhan dugc lai mang tinh phu dinh.

“A, t6 khong rd nita. Khong biét nhu thé nao nhi?”

Puong nhién r6i. Phong thai dinh dac rat c6 khi chét cha tich cua
Chitanda khién t6i quén béng mat rang c6 nang cting chi mdi la thanh
vién cau lac bo dugc mot thang.

“Néu c6 an ban cac nam trudce thi sé biét dugc.”

“Chac la c6. Nhung t6é khong biét ¢ dau.”

“Phong hop cta cau lac bg, chang han.” Phai r6i.

Vira chgt hiéu ra t6i bong thady minh that tham.

T6i dwa ngon tréd chi chi xuéng san nha:
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“... A, day la phong hop cau lac b nhi?”

Chinh xac.

“Tai chang c6 an twong gi may la dang hoat dong cau lac bd ca...”

Ciing ding not.

Trong 16p khoa hoc dia cau, dai ban doanh cua cau lac bo Cé bién
nay, chang cé gi ngoai dung cu dung cho gid hoc. Nhitng thi dap vao
mat chi c6 bang den, ban va ghé, thém hdp dé dung cu vé sinh la hét,
mot phong hoc binh thwong. Khong cho nao c6 vé la noi cat tap san
ca.

“Hay la tap san khong dugc lvu triv?”

“Sao c6 chuyén do dugc!”

“Thé thi... hay la ¢ thw vién?”

Ciing hop ly. To6i vira gat dau thi Chitanda da nhdc cap dirng day.

“Bon minh thtt di xem.”

R6i chang dgi toi trd 101, c6 nang da mé& ctra di ra ngoai. That la mot
tiéu thw wa hanh dong, chang bu cho vé bé ngoai. Buwgc thoi, du sao thi
thu vién cling nam trén dwong di ra cong. Khong phéi duong vong.

Nhung ma, khoan da! Hom nay la th Sau a! Vay truc thu vién co
thé sé la...

“0, khong phai Oreki sao? Lau qué rdi nhi, di ti ciing chdng mudn
gdp ong.”

Vira budce vao thu vién, toi da dwgc chao dén bang miéng luwdi danh
da. Bung nhw dy doan, than hinh nho bé dang chiém mot cho sau quay
tryc thw vien kia chinh la Ibara Mayaka.

Ibara véi t6i la ban tr hoi tiéu hoc. Ching t6i hoc cung 16p da chin
nam nay nén c6 thé noi la c6 moi tham tinh. Nhitng dudng nét guwong
mdt cda Ibara t* nhé da kha xinh xan, 1én cap ba r6i c¢6 nang trong chi
gia dan thém chat dinh chit khuén mat tré con van gitt nguyén, vé mat
ngay tho cung dang nguwoi nho nhan gy cho nguwdi déi dién an twgng
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vé mot c6 nang dé thuwong, nhung dirng dé bi ltra, d6 chi la mot cai
bay. Ibara thwong xuyén trang bi bén minh vii khi la nhitng ngon tur
hiém héc. Chi can lo la canh gidc, miéng lwGi cay nhw 6t hiém sé cho
dén ban. Cau chuyén tham kin vé dam con trai bi hp hon bdi dung
nhan ma mon men dén gan c6 nang roi bi danh chim thé tham con
duwgc lan truyén dén tan tai toi - von la dita mu mo trong may chuyén
ay. Bugc cédi doi véi nhitng sai lam cda chinh minh Ibara cling cong
kich kich liét, nén cling c6 danh gia rang tuy ca tinh manh nhung ban
chat c6 nang la tot.

Vé phan minh thi t6i khong tin 16i nhan xét dé.

To6i dap lai bang bo mat kho chiu nhat:

“Q, thi t6i dén dé gip cau ma.”

“Choén nay la thanh dia tri thitc thiéng liéng, dau hop vdi mot ké
nhu 6ng chi.”

Ibara ng6i sau quay, bat tréo chan. Hoc sinh nao mwon sach sé tw
minh lam thu tuc nén cé vé trye thw vién khong cé viéc gi lam. Puing
hon thi cong viéc sé la xép sach da trd vao vi tri cii trén gia, nhung
thung dung sach tra lai dang c6 may quyén chat chong 1én nhau. Ibara
khong phai loai lwdi biéng tron viéc nén chac ¢6 nang dinh dé don dén
mot lwong nhat dinh r6i méi thu don mot thé chang. Trén tay c6 nang
la m6t quyén sach to ban. Chac doc dé giét thoi gian.

Thuw vién kha dong. Khodng mudi chiéc ban bon ché déu da c6 maot,
hai nguwdi dang ngoi doc sach. Ciing cé nhitng ngwdoi thich doc sach
that sy, nhung ké ca khong phai vay thi t6i cling hiéu la ra vé trong
troi mwa thé nay that ngai. Mot tén con trai trong s6 d6 ngang mat 1én
nhin chung toi. Gwong mdt quen quen. Troi a, la Fukube Satoshi.

Khi bat gdp anh mat cua t6i, Satoshi mim cwoi ditng day:

“A, Hotaro, khong ngo lai gdp cau ¢ day!”

No6i doan cu ta lan lwgt nhin Ibara réi nhin t6i dang mang bé mat
khé chiu.
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“Hai ngwoi van than thiét nhw ngay nao nhi. Qua xing danh cap doi
hoan héo cuia treong cap hai Kaburaya.”

Van biét 1a c6 noéi véi han cling bang thira nhwng t6i van 1én tiéng:

“Dirng gidn nita di!”

Trong khi do, Ibara tho o noi:

“Sén dat con hon mot tén xam xi nhw nay!”

... Sén dat?

R6i Ibara noéi thém v&i mot vé mat diu hién hon han:

“Fuku-chan*, cidu hiéu tinh cdm ctia t¢ nén méi hay néi dua thé
nhi?”

“Qi, xin 16i nhé Mayaka, 1am t6n thuong cau mat roi!”

“Lai nita dua ntra that 14p liém day ma... That 1a, nghiém tic chut
coi!”

No6i doan c6 nang lvom xéo Satoshi. Satoshi quay sang nhin t6i roi
cuwoi méo xéch.

Satoshi 1a doi twgng theo dudi cta Ibara. Tt bao gid thi tdi khong
6, nhung Satoshi né tranh chuyén dé suot.

Satoshi dang hang mét tiéng dé xoa diu:

“Thoi ma. Thé hai thanh vién ctia cau lac bd Co6 Dién cling c6 mat &
thu vién co viéc gi day?”

Phdi r6i phai roi. Toi khong dén dé gdap Mayaka. Nghe t6i giuc,
Chitanda, c6 tiéu thw ndy gio bat dong tredc man kich ngan, méi ngap
ngung noi:

“A, 4, chao ban tht thw. By gi® minh c6 thé héi dwgc khong?”

“Dugc chi! Cau hoi gi cling dugc!”

“O day c6 tap san cia cac cau lac bd khong?”

“Cé day. O cai gia canh twong ding kia kia.”

“C6 tap san caa cau lac bd Co bién khéng ban?”

Ibara nghiéng dau.
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“Cau lac bo C6 Dbién a... Xin 16i ban nhirng minh khéng nhé. Ban
thr tim gium minh dugc khong?”

Chitanda cam on toan quay minh thi Satoshi da ngan lai:

“Khong c6 dau. Tinh co lic ndy té cling xem gia do6 roi. Mayaka,
néu khong c6 & gia dé thi sao?”

“Um... Néu khong c6 trén gid sich ngoai nay thi chic 1a trong
kho.”

“Trong kho a?”

Satoshi ra vé dam chiéu mot Idc réi noi:

“Sao Chitanda lai héi tap san thé?”

“V1i cau lac b0 sé lam tap san trong I1é hdi van héa nén t& dinh xem
qua mot lan tap san cac nam truéc.”

“0, ra la tham gia 18 hoi Kan-ya. Hotaro ciing dong y co day!”

bong y, ndi dung hon la chip thuan khi sy da r6i. Va lai ro rang la
Chitanda cling chang can sy dong y cua toi.

O? Lé hoi gi co nhi?

“Satoshi, cau vira néi lé hoi van hoa a?”

“Pau c6. Lé hoi Kan-ya. Chwra nghe bao gio a? Biét danh cta 1é hoi
van hoa truong Kamiyama do.”

Biét danh 4y a? Kiéu nhw 1€ hoi trieong Dai hoc Jouchi con goi 1a 1é
hoi Sophia, 1é hoi trvong Pai hoc Keio con goi la 1é hoi Mita i ha?
Ciing c6 thé lam nhung hom triedc han chang huyén thuyén vé “bo ti
gia toc lliy thira” day thoi. Khong thé tin ngay duoc.

“Nghi qua. C6 that khong day?”

“That, hinh nhu khong phai biét danh chinh thirc dau nhung cac anh
chi & cau lac bd Thua Cong ai cling goi la 1é hoi Kan-ya hét. Mayaka,
cau lac bo Nghiéen ctru Manga thi sao?”

Ibara la thanh vién HGi Nghién cttu Manga a? Néu bdo nhin bé
ngoai c6 vé phu hgp thi cling ding, ma cling c6 thé nghi la khong
thich hop. Ranh gigi rdt mong manh.
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“U, moi nguoi déu goi 1a 18 hoi Kan-ya. Ban chap hanh ciing goi
thé.”

“Kan-ya. Viét chit Han thé nao ha cau?”

Satoshi lam diéu bo bo tay.

“Chiu. T¢ cling ting di hoi khap roi.”

Xem chirng biét danh “lé hoi Kan-ya” la c6 that. Nhwng ma, “Kan-
ya” a. Cai tr d6 hoan toan khong ggi lén dugc chit Han nao. Du sao
thi tén goi cua s vat sy viéc thwong bat nguon tir nhitng chuyén chang
ai ngd nén truy tim goc tich thdi cling du mat cong roi. Téi dang nghi
vay thi Satoshi thém vao:

“T6¢ nghi c6 thé cum tir ‘1é hoi van hoa treong Kamiyama’ dwgc rit
gon la ‘lé hoi Kamiyama’, r6i thanh ‘1é hoi Kan-yama’ va roi thanh ‘lé
hoi Kan-ya’ chang.”

Van la mot tén can cu nhoi nhét kién thitc.

Cau chuyén bij lac dé nén Ibara cat tiéng hoi 16n mot chiat dé kéo
chuing t6i quay lai vdi chu de:

“Vay la cac cau can tap san nhi. Tim trong kho biét dau lai cé
nhung c6 thu thu dang di hop nén bon minh khong vao duge. TG nghi
khoang ba muoi phut nita co sé quay lai. Cac cau dgi chu?”

Ba muoi phit a? Chitanda cling khong c6 vé mudn xem ngay nén
toi khé hoi “Cau tinh sao?”

Toi thi sao cling dugc, nhung hinh nhv bén ngoai mwa ngay cang
16n. Theo dv béo thai tiét thi t&i bubi chiéu troi sé nang 1én, dén t6i co
thé thdy sao, vay nén tiép tuc & day vira tri mwa vira doi luén ciling
khong phai mét lya chon t6i nhi?

“Aa, hay la dgi nhi?”

“Veé cling dugc ma.”

T6i dang dinh quay veé dé tiép tuc quyén truyén héi nay thi Satoshi
da kéo tay ao Ibara:
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“Mayaka. Hay la ké cho Hotaro va Chitanda nghe chuyén vira
nay?”

Ibara lam diéu bd hoi nhiu may nhung réi gat dau.

“U ha. Oreki, c6 mudn dong ndo chit khéng?”

Khong.

Nhung Chitanda thi cé vé khong nhuw thé.

“Chuyén gi co cac cau?”

Satoshi, van gilt nguyén nu cuwdi thuwong trure, tra 101i:

“Cau chuyén vé cudn sach dugc yéu thich nhung khong ai théem

»

doc.

“Sau gio tan hoc ngay thit Sdu t& dén day dé tryc thw vién thi hang
tuan déu cé mot cudn sach dugc tra lai. HOm nay la tuan thit nam lién
tiép. Chi thé théi da ky la roi dung khong?”

Chang mang dén viéc Ibara mé dau cau chuyén nhuw vay, toi tim mot
cho dé c6 thé doc ti€p cudn truyén. Nhung tiéc thay trong thuw vién
chat citng nguwoi chang c6 cho nao dé t6i co6 thé thong tha doc ca.
Khéng con cach nao khac t6i danh budng nguwdi xudéng chiéc ghé
Satoshi chiém vira ndy.

Cho nay gan véi quay truc. Nghe dugc ca tiéng noéi chuyén cta bon
Chitanda.

“Cudn sach dugc yéu thich nhi!”

“Cai nay, trong n6 c6 vé thé khong?”

Ibara quay bia cu6n sach to ban trén tay ra.

“Troi, cudn sach dep qua...”

Trudc 10i cam than cua Chitanda, t6i cling bat giac hwéng mat vé
phia d6. Qua la cai bia trang tri cong phu xitng dang thu hut sy chu y
cta c6 tiéu thw. Bia sach dwgc boc da vdi nhitng hoa tiét trang tri tinh
xd0. Mau xanh dam gan véi mau den khién nguwdi nhin cdm nhan dwoc
mirc do uyén tham. Cudn sach cé tva dé “Ky yéu 50 nam Truwong
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THPT Kamiyama”. Mot cudn sach twong doi 16n ca vé do day lan kho
sach.

“T& xem bén trong mot chit dwgc khong?”

“Moi cau!”

T6i rat quyén truyén trong tui ra, 1at tim trang dang doc hoi nay.
Ngay lap tirc nhitng trang gidy chat lwgng cue t6t dap vao tam mat toi,
che pht toan bd trang truyén mong dinh. Chitanda, c@ nhw thé lam vay
la dwong nhién, m& cudn “Ky yéu 50 nam Truong THPT Kamiyama”
cho t6i xem. T6i chang hing tha gi nhung ciing khong thé vi thé ma
day n6 ra dugc nén danh lwét qua ndi dung. Bung 1a chang cé gi ngoai
lich st ng6i tredng ca. Nhitng cau kiéu nhw thé nay ¢ noi tiép nhau:

Nam Chiéu Hoa thit 47 (Nam 1972)

Nhat Ban va thé gidi trong nam nay

» Ngay 15 thang Nam, quyén quan ly Okinawa dugc trao tra cho
Nhat Ban, tinh Okinawa ra doi.

« Ngay 29 thang Chin, Tuyén b6 chung Trung-Nhat dugc ky keét,
binh thwong hoa quan hé ngoai giao hai nwéc Nhat-Trung.

- Trong nam nay, gia dat va vat gia tang cao bat thuong.
Treong Kamiyama trong nam nay

* Ngay 7 thang Sau, Cau lac bd ban cung cta treong Kamiyama
lan dau tién gianh chic vo dich tai gidi dau danh cho cung tha
mai toan tinh.

« Ngay 1 thang Bay, ké hoach cam trai khoi 16p 10 bi hoan do
bao.

* Ngay 10-14 thang Mwoi, 1é hoi van hoa.

 Ngay 30 thang Muwoi, hoi thao.
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« Ngay 16-19 thang Muwoi mot, khoi 16p 11 di tham quan.
Nagasaki-Sasebo.

» Ngay 23-24 thang Mot, khoi 16p 10 di trugt tuyét.

« Ngay 5 thang Hai, em Oide Naoto, hoc sinh 16p 10, qua doi do
tai nan dua xe. Lé truy diéu toan truong.

Cac muc toan nhitng cau chi¥ ti mi, dé doc hét cudn nay chac phai
vo cung kién nhan. T6i thi chang hao hitng dén mitc hang tuan déu
muon cudn nay vé doc, nhung noi dung sach dac thu nhw vay, néu c6
dia phai lam thé cling dau c6 gi ky la lam.

“Hotaro, cau dang nghi ‘néu c6 dita tuan nao cling mwgn quyén nay
cling chang c6 gi ky cuc’ chi gi?”

Pting c6 lam con sau trong bung nguwoi ta thé chit, do cé tai ngoai
cam.

T6i khong thém dap tra thi Ibara da wdn bd ngwc man hinh phang va
nglra ngwoi ra sau:

“Khong don gian thé dau. Ong chwa bao gid muon sach & day phai
khong? BPugc thoi, dong tai 1én ma nghe t6i néi cho biét. Han mugn
sach cua thw vién treong minh 1a hai tuan. Cho nén chang viéc gi tuan
nao cting phai di mugn ca.”

“Thé ma cudn sach nay hang tuan déu dwoc tra lai.”

... Ra vay. bung la ky cuc.

“Ban c6 biét ai d@ mwgn khong?”

“Di nhién. O’ mit trong bia sau cuén sach cé danh sach cho muon,
cau xem thw di.”

Chitanda nhin danh sach nhw duwoc bao.

«0y?”

C0 nang budt miéng.

“Sao thé?”
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Trong danh sach c6 ghi ngay muon, 16p va tén nguwdi muon. Nhin
vao dé cé thé thay ding la cuon sach nay tuan nao cling dwgc mugn.
Nhung dwong nhw Chitanda kéu 1én khong phai vi thé. Co nang lan
theo ngon tay, chi cho toi xem cQt ngwoi mugn.

Nguoi mugn tuan nay: 16p 11D, Machida Kyoko

Nguwoi mugn tudn treede: 16p 11F, Sawakiguchi Misaki

Nguwdi mugn tuan treede nita: 16p 11E, Yamaguchi Ryoko

Nguwdi muwgn ba tuan trwdce: 16p 11E, Shima Saori

Nguwoi mugn bon tuan trede: 16p 11D, Suzuki Yoshie

“Ttc 1a, hang tuan ngwdi muwgn déu khac nhau a?”

“Khong chi thé dau.”

Chitanda chi vao phan ngay thang. Thir cha y sé thdy ngay ghi gan
day nhat chinh 1a hom nay. Tt d6 trv di bdy thi ra ngay muwgn cta tuan
trugc.

“Cudn sach dugc muon vao thit Sau hang tuan.”

“Dung thé. Ngay mwon véi ngay tra la mot. ‘Machida Kyoko’
muon cudn sach nay ngdy hém nay va da tra luén trong ngay. O dudi
cling ghi nhuw thé, dd nam tuan lién tiép. Con biét dwgc gio muwon nita.
Ca nam nguwoi déu muwon vao gio nghi tra d6? Muon vao gio nghi
trira roi tra sau gio tan hoc, dirng néi 1a doc, dén ngam théi cling chang
du thoi gian dy chit diing khong?”

“Thé nao, cau da thay to mo chwa?”

Tra cubn sach lai cho Ibara, Chitanda cham rai gat dau.

“U. T6 rat to mo.”

Giong noi qua quyét hon binh thwong. Gidéng nhw lan trudc, doi
dong t trong nhw nd to ra, con hiéu ky caa c6 nang lai boc phat roi.

“Sao lai thé nhi?”

Cau do caa Ibara da cham ngoi cho tri td mo cua co tiéu thw. Loi
kéo c0 nang la tén ngoc Satoshi. Ké cac nguoi, to6i khong biét dau, toi
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nghi vay réi quay lai v6i quyén truyén.

Nhung t6i da qua chu quan. T6i khong thé ngd rang miii dui lai
dang chia vé phia minh. Chitanda mot 1an nita bé nguyén cuén “Ky
yéu 50 nam Trwong THPT Kamiyama” dat chéng 1én quyén truyén
cua toi.

“Cau nghi la tai sao, Oreki?”

“T6, t& a?”

Nu cuoi thuong triee ctia Satoshi thoang choc bong doi sang vé dua
cot. Trong gidy lat, t6i chot hiéu ra. Rang Satoshi da s6m du doan
dwgc sy viéc sé thanh ra nhw nay va cho t6i sap bay. Tén ranh ma doc
ac.

“Bon minh cung tht suy nghi nao!”

“Ca Oreki ntta!”

Tai sao, tai sao lai ca t6i nita? Long hiéu ky cia Chitanda rat dang
khen, théi nghich ngom ctia Satoshi néu noéi t6t thi biét dau lai la mot
wu diém cda han, nhung t6i nao cé nghia vu phai hua theo chi.

Nhung, sw viéc da dén nwéc nay néu thodi thac thi ré rang sé con
phién phttc hon. T6i danh phai mién cudng noi:

“... O ha, thd vi d6. Thit suy nghi xem sao!”

O bén canh, Ibara néi véi Satoshi:

“Fuku-chan, Oreki c6 thong minh khong i nhi?”

“Khong thong minh lam. Nhung thinh thodng cau ta lai cé ich trong
may chuyén vo bd nhw nay.”

May nguoi, noéi cho suéng miéng dé ha?

Thé la toi thir suy nghi.

Viéc hang tuan déu c6 nguwdi khac nhau mwgn cudn sach nay va tra
ngay trong ngay da dién ra nam tuan lién tiép, ct cho la ngau nhién di
chang nita, cling khong phai la diéu khong thé xay ra. Tuy nhién, toi
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khong tin vao Than Ngau Nhién dén mic ay, vdi lai han la Chitanda
sé chang chap nhan cau tra 10i “ngau nhién”. Quan trong khong phai la
sy that, ma la viéc Chitanda c6 thoa man véi 10i gidi hay khong.

Néu loai triv két luan sy viéc xay ra la tinh co thi dwong nhién sé
thdy rang, cudn sach nay duwgc muwon khong phéi dé doc. Mugn vao
gio nghi trua roi tra lai sau khi tan hoc thi khéng c6 Itic nao dé doc ca,
ma thtr nghi néu khong mang vé nha thi cé thé doc ngay tai thu vién
cling duwgc, chang can phai lam tha tuc mwon. Két luan. Cu6n sach nay
khong duwgc st dung vai vai tro 1a mot cuon sach. Vay thi?

“... Gia st m6t cuén sach khong dung dé doc thi sé dé lam gi?”

Chitanda:

“Néu chong lén c6 thé ép dwa mudi dwoc do.”

Satoshi:

“Néu gan vao tay sé thanh cai khién.”

Ibara:

“Néu c6 vai quyeén thi lam goi cling dugc nhi.”

Thoi, tr nay khong héi may ngudi nita.

Th nhin tw khia canh khac xem sao.

Hang tuan, déu c6 nguwdi khac nhau mwon la tai sao? Néu loai bé
cach suy nghi do “tinh c¢” thi c6 thé nghi t6i hai phwong an. Trudng
hop thit nhat, mac du cac chi ay khong cé diém chung nhung dang c6
trao lwu diung cudn sach nay vao chiéu thi Sau. Treong hop con lai la
cac chi ay lap thanh mot hoi cung st dung cudn sach nay va luan
phién nhau di muon.

Nhung, trao Iwu c6 thé 1a gi nhi. O ha, xem béi ching han. “Vat
may man trong thang nay cda ban la cuén ky yéu trudong, néu mugn
vao chiéu thit Sdu va tréd lai trong cung ngay thi chuyén tinh cam sé
tién trién tot dep.”

... That v& van.

Treong hop tht hai thi gitta cac chi ay sé c6 diém chung.
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Xem tén thi c6 thé thdy ngwdi muwon sach déu la con gai. Nhung
diém chung nay hau nhw chang giup ich duwgc gi. Néu ngau nhién chon
ra nam nguwoi ¢ trwrong Kamiyama, kha nang tat ca déu la nir van rat
cao, ké ca khong nhuw vay thi du la nam hay ni, khi 1dp ra m6t nhém,
viéc cac thanh vién cung chung gidi tinh cling khong hé hiém.

Mot diém chung nita la tat cad déu hoc 16p 11. Nhung khac 16p.

Hum...?

Noi vay thi,

“Sao, nghi ra gi r6i a?”

... Diéu gi d6 vira ndy ra trong dau t6i da vut bay bién khi bi
Satoshi hoéi. Gi thé nhi?

Thoi thi tam thdi c n6i diéu da nghi ra ban dau vay.

“Néu la &m hiéu cua cai gi do thi sao? Chang han..., khi trd sach
néu dé ngta la dwoc, dé ap la khong dwoc.”

“Cai gi dugc ha cau?”

“Vi du thé thoi. Gi cling dugc.”

Chitanda nghiéng cai c6 nho bat dau suy nghi. Bugc lam, cit thé ma
hiéu ra van dé di nhé.

Thé nhung, t6i da bi phan bac. Khong phéi bdi Chitanda, ma la
Ibara.

“Khong thé nao. Ong nhin di!”

Ibara chi vao cai thung dung sach tra lai. Trong thung, sach dang
chédt chong 1én nhau. Ra vay. Khong biét duwgce dau la dé up hay dé
ngtra. Gia st néu c6 dat am hiéu gi thi nguwoi biét duwgc diéu dé chi co
thé la ngwdi ma thung dung sach thoi. Tic 1a ngudi tryc the vién sau
gio tan hoc ngay thit Sau.

Thoi. Néu noi gi so suat lai lam méi cho Ibara.

To6i khong sao nghi ra dugc. Cé thé cac dit kién dé gidi bai toan déu
da day dd, nhwng t6i van chua hiéu. Phai c6 mét cai gi dé nita, mot goi
y hay manh mo6i nao dé6. T6i nhin tran trdn vao bia sach dugc trang tri
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tuyét dep trén tay Ibara, trong dau chi suy nghi xem nén tuyén bo dau
hang vao luc nao thi thich hgp.

Ttrc thi, Chitanda d6t nhién chen vao tdm mat t6i. C6 nang rudn
nguwoi qua ban quay, gan nhw gi sat mat vao cudn sach trudc nguc
Ibara, roi ct thé bat dong.

“0, a?”

Ibara boi roi khi bat ngo bi Chitanda sat lai gan. T6i hiéu cam giac
do.

“Sao thé Chitanda? Trén bia sach cé ghi mat thw hoa hoc hay sao?”

Chitanda van gitt nguyén tw thé mot lic.

“... Comui gi do.”

Co0 nang thi tham.

“Thé a? Ibara, cho mwgn cudn sach chut coi... Té chang thay mui
gica.”

“Khong, ding la c6 day.”

“Khong phai mui sach a. Mui myc, mui thw vién?”

Chitanda lac dau trudc nhitng 101 cia Satoshi.

Nhan cudn séach lai tw ti, ca Ibara va Satoshi déu ngtti nhung c6 vé
khong nhan ra diéu gi. T6i chau may, nghiéng co.

“Cac cau khong thay gi a? Mui rat hac. Kiéu nhw dung méi pha
son.”

“N6i nguy hiém thé.”

“Mui gi nhi... Khong biét nita.”

bung la toi cling khéng biét, nhung cling khong thé nghi rang
Chitanda nham lan. Tiéu thw da n6i chdc nich nhw thé. Dau vay ciing
khong thé 1a mui cia dung méi pha son duwgc.

Vay thi...? Hrm.

... TOi cam giac minh da co cau tra 10i.

Tuy nhién, kiém tra dap an lai la khau phién phtic.

T6i dang nghi nggi nén lam sao thi lai bi Satoshi nhin thau:
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“Hotaro, vé mat d6 chac la cau da biét gi roi nhi?”

“O? C6 18 nao, Oreki 4?”

T6i cam thdy Ibara dang huéng cdp mat day nghi ngd vé phia minh
nhung van gat dau khong gidu giém:

“U. C6 dieu khong chic chin 1&m théi... Chitanda, cAu c6 muén
van dong chut khong? C6 mot ché té mudn nho cau di.”

“0), cau di c6 dap an r6i a. Té c6 thé di dau thi duwgc?”

Chitanda nhu thé chi can nghe tén dia diém la sé lao ngay t&i dé
vay, nhung Satoshi da mim cudi ngan lai:

“Pirng dé bi lra, Chitanda. Birng dé bi Hotaro st dung. Phai st
dung cau ta thi ma@i c6 ich. Hotaro, & dau vay?”

Giong diéu phach 16i that. Khong biét c6 phai vi dang & tredc mat
Ibara khong ma miéng luGi Satoshi qua khich hon binh thuong. Co
diéu han ta n6i khong sai nén t6i cling chang thdy buc minh. Puing la
néu khong duwgc ai stt dung chac toi sé chang mé tay vao viéc gi.

“Pugc thoi, t¢ sé di. Hom nay troi mwa khong phai hoc thé duc nén
van con nang lwong dé tiéu hao day.”

Toi diet 10i thi Chitanda té y sé di cung. Thé r6i...

“Hur, t6i cling di nita. Néu that Oreki da c6 16i gidi thi t6i cling hoi
soc day... Fuku-chan, cau ¢ lai triee gitip minh nhé!”

No6i doan Ibara budc ra khoi quay. Satoshi ngo ngac mot lic khi
thdy minh bong dwng bi ép viéc cit nhw khong nhung r6i cling lang
lang di vao trong quay. Lau lam t6i m@Gi thdy vé mat nhw mat s6 gao
cua cau ta.

Chung t6i quay lai thw vién sau khi da thu dugc két qua dang hai long.
“Thé nao?”
“Fuku-chan, Oreki ding la hoi ky cuc that d6.”
“Thi r6. Gid mdi biét a Mayaka?”

“Chuyén nhu thé, sao ma tim ra duwgc nhi...”
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Bi hoi tai sao thi tdi cling chiu. Trong nhitng chuyén nhu nay, y
twong vut dén sé quyét dinh thang thua, ma y twéng cé lée ra hay
khong thi hau hét trong vao may ri.

“Té that sy bi bat ngo bai Oreki ddy. T¢ cling to6 mo mudn biét
trong dau Oreki chita cai gi.”

T6i rung minh twdng twgng ra canh Chitanda dang phau thuat xé
dau t6i ra trong can phong duwéi mat dat cia mot toa lau dai héo lanh
(dwong nhién 13 tda lau dai kiéu Au theo phong cach Gothic) trong
mot dém dong bao. Con doéi vGi t6i ma noi, khitu giac ky la cua
Chitanda c6 thé phat hién ra mui khong ai thay mdi la diéu bi an.

“Néu la Oreki, biét dau...”

Biét dau, gi co? DPirng noi la biét dau sé thanh nguyén liéu cho may
tinh hitu co ddy nhé.

Vira doi cho cho Ibara, Satoshi vira hoi:

“Giai thich di nao, Hotaro. Truwdce hét, cau vira di dau thé?”

To6i chong khuyu tay 1én quay, vira dwa ngwoi vira dap:

“Phong My Thuat.”

“Phong My Thuat? Khong phai ¢ phia ngugc voi khu 16p hoc sau?”

“Nén t6¢ méi luoi di.”

“O day c6 gi?”

“U, nghe day.”

Toi lap lai 16i giai thich da trinh bay lic nday cho Chitanda va Ibara
nghe ¢ phong My Thuat.

“Néu cudn sach do dwoc st dung thi sé la trong tiét nam hodc tiét
sdu cda ngay thit Sau, hodc la cé hai. Trudc hét 1a chang cé co nit sinh
nao lai dong dén mot thit kénh cang nhw vay vao gid nghi tria ca. Poc
lai cang khéng. Hon nita, tiét hoc ma c6 cac hoc sinh cung khéi nhung
khac 16p thi sé 1a?”

Diéu ma to6i chgt nghi ra ban ndy nhwng bi Satoshi lam cho quén
béng mat chinh la day. Biéu ma t6i da nghi khi lan dau gdp Chitanda.
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Chitanda da trong thay toi & dau?

“Gio thé duc, hoac gio nghé thuat. Gi thi gi khong ai dung dén sach
trong gio thé duc. Thit nhin xem, céi bia sach dy. Cau cé thay né cuc
ky cong phu, mau sac ciing dep nita? Nam c0 nit sinh da dung né cho
gio hoc. Va ho phan cong nhau thay phién di mwgn hang tuan.”

Satoshi xen vao:

“Ai biét dwgc 1a hang tuan? Thoi han cho mwon la...”

“Pirng héi y hét Ibara thé chit. Hai ngwdi hgp nhau nhi. Satoshi, cau
c6 gilt trong tay mot cudn sach ma chang hé doc dén khong? Hang
tuan trd n6 cho thw vién la cach quan ly nhe nhang nhat.”

“... O ha. Thé, c4c cau da tim thdy gi?”

“Cau phai doan ra r6i cht. La cac birc tranh. Nhitng bitc tranh duwgc
thue hién trong gio my thuat gop chung ba 16p 11 D, E, E.”

Nhitng bitc tranh v6i phong cach khac nhau nhung déu khac hoa
mot hinh twgng. 6 1a chan dung mot nit sinh ng6i bén chiéc ban cé
binh hoa, &nh mat c6 gai hwéng xuéng mat thit c6 dang cam trén tay,
khong gi khac ngoai cudn trueong st c6 bia dep lung linh kia, “Ky yéu
50 nam Trwong THPT Kamiyama”. Thuc té nhitng phan chit trang tri
chi tiét da bi td6 de 1én, va khong bitc nao c6 vé mang hoi hwéng cta
mot mo-tip nghé thuat ca.

“Kha lam, Hotaro. Vay thi, mui ma Chitanda ngtri duwoc 1a?”

“Con phai hoi, 1a mui caa dung cu vé. N6 chinh 1a mau chét gidp t6
hiéu ra van dé. Phong My Thuat néng nac mui dé luon.”

Satoshi vo0 tay hai, ba trang ho hitng.

“That khong ngo, qua dinh qua dinh! Nho cau ma t¢ da c6 nhing
giay phut that tha vi.”

Chitanda cling mim cudi tan thanh.

“Pung thé. Vui qua! Ma con cam thdy thdi gian tréi nhanh nita.”

“Té vat 6c may tiéng ma khong tai nao hiéu noi... Thé ma Oreki lai
tim ra dugc, that khong ngo!”
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D6 chinh 1a diém t6i khac v6i may nguoi day, t6i tham nghi. T6i
khac vai Ibara - nguoi nghi hodc vi cach mugn sach ky cuc, khac véi
Chitanda - c6 nang bi t0 mo trwedc sy viéc tuy ky la nhung chang anh
hwéng dén ai, va khac véi Satoshi - tén khodi chi theo doi cau chuyén
tir dau dén cudi. Nhin 14 ban hoi hop phan chan & truedc mat, toi cam
thdy c6 phan giong vGi an twgng ctia minh danh cho 1€ hoi Kan-ya.

No6i thé nao nhi... Ma, sao ciing dugc.

Mua da ngét, vé thoi nao.

Nghi vay, toi vira nhac tii 1én thi da bi Chitanda chan lai:

“A, chwa vé duge dau cau.”

“Sao thé? Lai gi nita day?”

T6i nhan thay cai nhin lanh tanh ctia Satoshi va Ibara. T6i vira néi
gi hg hénh chang?

“Oreki, ong dén day dé lam gi?”

bé lam gi? Thi cubn sach duwgc yéu thich nhung khéng ai thém
doc...

Ay, khong phai. Pung roi, tap san! Satoshi cudi cot:

“Dgi chut coi! Hotaro, thinh thoang cau ct nhu trén may i nhi?”

“Thinh thoang thoi a? Fuku-chan, cau c6 danh gia qua cao khong?”

Nay, toi chwa bao gio bi vu gl tén t0 treéc madt cau dau nhe!

Ibara dinh chém thém gi nita thi c6 giong ndi tir phia trong quay:

“Ibara, em da vat va roi. Em c6 thé vé dwgc roi do.”

“A, vang. Co Itoigawa, cd da ve roi a?”

Giong ndi la ctia mot ¢6 gido. Lan dau tién t6i méi gap, nhung co 1€
la c6 thu thw. Co6 tam tudi cudi trung nién, dang ngwdi kha nhé bé, co
deo bang tén. Giao vu Itoigawa Yoko.

Ngay sau sy xudt hién cta c6 thta thw, Satoshi nhanh chéng trinh
bay van dé:

“Em chao co, em la Fukubectia cau lac bo Co Pién. Bon em dang
tim an ban cdc nam trudc dé lam tap san, nhwng hinh nhw gia sach

https://thuviensach.vn



ngoai nay khong cé nén c6 c6 thé cho phép bon em tim trong kho
dwgc khong a?”

“Cau lac bo Co bién? Tap san?”

Co Ttoigawa cat giong ngac nhién. Han la c6 nghi rang cau lac bo
Co bién da bi gidi tan réi chang?

“Céac em la thanh vién cau lac bo C6 Pién u? Vay a... That dang
tiéc, nhwng an ban cac nam tredc khong cé trong thw vién dau.”

“Vang, thé nén co6 cho bon em tim trong kho a.”

“Trong kho cling khong co dau!”

“Liéu co sai sot gi khong a?”

“Khong.”

Co gido tra 161 chac chan mot cach dang ngo. Nhung khong thé nghi
ra dugc 1y do gi co thu thw lai gidu sach ca. Vay thi, hay la gan day
nguoi ta da don lai kho?

Bi phu dinh hoan toan thi Satoshi cting chi con biét it lui:

“Thé a? Em hiéu r6i... Hinh nhw la thé day, Chitanda.”

“... Gay go qua.”

Chitanda quay bo mat c6 phan u 4&m sang t6i. C6 bi nhin nhw vay thi
toi cling chi biét so vai néi:

“Sé sém tim dwgc ma. Veé thoi nao!”

Noi doan, toi toan deo tui 1én vai thi bi Ibara cham choc:

“Twoi tinh qua nhi? Chac la khi gidi quyét dwgc van dé nguoi ta
thuwong khoan khoai day ma.”

Giai dugc van dé ma von chang muon giai thi cé thé khoan khoéi
duwgc sao? Ibara oi, cau lam to r6i T6i dang dinh n6i thé nhuwng lai nghi
cling chang dé lam gi nén chi nhtin vai.

“U ha, bon minh vé thdi ndo... Ciing da thu hoach duwoc roi.”

Chitanda budng mot cau chang r6 dau dudi. Du gi thi cling xong
viéc r6i. Lan nay toi that sy deo tdi 1én vai. Khong biét tiv bao gio
tiéng mwa da ngirng han, cé thé thiy ré nhitng tia nang dang chiéu qua
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lan may. Va r6i, khi quay budc di, t6i c6 cam giac tiéng thi tham cta
Chitanda da nghe hoi nay lai vong vao tai:

“Phai roi, néu la Oreki, biét dau..”

https://thuviensach.vn



IV

Nhitng hau dué cua cau lac bo Co6 bién
nhiéu thang tram

Mot ngay Chu nhat, toi bi Chitanda goi ra ngoai. Co nang bao mu6n
gdp & ngoai truong. Dia diém thi tiy t6i quyét dinh nén t6i da hen ra
quan “Pineapple Sand”. B6 la mot quan ca phé dugc trang tri v4i tong
nau tram chu dao, va ly Kilimanjaro dugc pha ché chua hon bat ky
quan giai khat nao ma t6i biét la mén wa thich cta t6i. Quan tuy nhé
nhuwng bién hiéu rat bat mat nén to6i nghi chang kho dé tim ra.

Khong thé pht nhan khong gian yén tinh thiéu vang am thanh cda
truyén hinh cap trong thoi budi bay gio chinh la mot trong nhitng yéu
t0 khién t06i wng quan nay, nhung dé lam dia diém gdp gd thi hoi chan
that, van con may phut nita méi t6i gio hen nhung t6i da nhin cham
cham vao tach ca phé uéng dé va sot rudt khi Chitanda chwa dén.

Chitanda dén lic déng ho deo tay vira chuan bi nhich sang mot gio
ruoi - gio hen. Co 1€ vi quan nho nén Chitanda ngay lap tic tim ra toi,
c6 nang mac mot chiéc vay lién mau kem gan nhw mau trang va ngoi
xuong doi dién toi. Ngoai do ra thi trén nguwdi Chitanda hau nhw khong
con vat nao c6 thé goi la trang stic ca.

“Minh xin 16i da goi cau ra.”

T6i udng can cho ca phé con lai thay vi néi “khong sao”. Anh chu
quan t6i dé ghi do uéng. Chitanda lwét mat qua thuwc don, r6i goi do
uong ngot:
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“Cho em mot tach ca cao Vienna.”

Cau hoc sinh chang du da gi 1a t6i khong goi thém gi ca.

Trudc khi budc vao chu dé chinh, ching t6i cé noi vai cau chuyén
phiém, Chitanda bay t6 an twgng t6t véi quan, nghe vay t6i lién bao &
quan nay ma khong goi ca phé thi chang khac gi tGi cong vién Ueno
ma khong xem gau tric vay, Chitanda phan bac rang c6 nang khong
uong dugc roi dwa mot loat dan chirng dé giai thich, ding lic do ca
cao Vienna dwgc mang tGi. T6i ngan ra khi thay 16p kem twoi day 4 u
dphia trén 16p ca cao. Chitanda thich d6 ngot chang?

Chitanda dung thia khudy 16p kem twoi. Trong co6 nang cd vé rat
thich thd. Xem chirng c thé nay thi c6 nang sé chi uéng ca cao réi néi
chuyén phiém xong vé luén mat. Mot nita trong toi that long lo sg nhw
vay nén quyét dinh dan dat cau chuyén:

“Thé cau c6 viéc gi?”

“Gl ca?”

Goi nguoi ta ra ngoai trong mot ngay Chu nhat than thanh nhw nay
ma thai do do la sao?

“T@ hoi cau goi t6 ra day co viec gi?”

Sau khi nhe nhang nhap mot ngum ca cao hoan toan khong gay
tiéng dong roi thi tham “Ngon qua!”, Chitanda nghiéng cai c6 nho:

“Ra day? Nguoi chon quan nay la Oreki ma.”

“Té veé day.”

“O 0, dgi da!”

bat thia, dat tdch xuéng, Chitanda chinh lai tw thé.

“Xin 16i cau. Té... dang hoi cang thang.”

Vé diém tinh dén mitc c6 thé nghi la lanh lung, nhung khi c6 nang
néi thé t6i mdi thdy dung la nét mat cé6 phan khong ty nhién that. Hon
nita, viéc c6 nang tw minh thi nhan rang ban than dang cang thang
cling dua thdy khong hé binh thwong réi. Va thé la t6i noi hitng bong
dua:

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cang thang? B0 dinh bay té véi t¢ ha?”

No6i ra miéng roi t6i md&i nhan thay khong biét liéu Chitanda c6 hiéu
d6 chi 1a mot 10i néi dua khong. Oi khong, tdi cuéng quyt dinh ciu
vét tinh thé xau ho nay. Nhung sau mot chit ngdp ngirng, Chitanda gat
dau mot cai ré6 manbh.

Dbén lwot t6i cuéng 1én. Vi bi cudng nén téi quay sang anh chu quan
goi:

“... Cho em mot ly ca phé nira!”

Chang them dém xia dén t6i, Chitanda khé noi:

“Néu noi la bay t6 thi cling c6 thé 1a thé. TG... cd viéc muén nho
Oreki. DBung ra day la van dé ca nhan cta riéng té nén khong cé 1y do
gi dé nho cau ca. Cho nén trudc hét, cau céd thé nghe chuyén cua té
dwgc khong?”

Chitanda khong con chi y dén tach ca cao nita. Vay a... Toi rat ngai
mady chuyén nghiém tiic nhung van noi:

“Um. Cau thir ké di.”

«(y.»

Thé r6i, ngttng mot khodng nhu viva da dé nu6t nwdc bot, Chitanda
tr ton bat dau.

“... Té c6 mot nguoi bac. La anh trai cua me t@, tén la Sekitani Jun.
Céch ddy muoi nam béac ay sang Malaysia roi bi mat tich tir bdy nam
trugc.

“Hoi nhd, t4..., a khong, ké ca bay gio cling khong thé noéi la hoan
toan khong con nho nita nhwng muwdi nam trwde té rat hay theo bac ay.
Trong ky c cua t@, bac la nguoi luon tra 101 moi cau hoi to ddt ra. Vi
la chuyén cua tré con nén chac han c6 nhiéu cho ky cuc lam. Thuc ra
t¢ hau nhw khong con nhé minh da héi nhitng chuyén gi. Tuy nhién, t&
van con an tugng rang bac la mot ngwoi khong cé chuyén gi la khong
biét.”

“Thé thi dung la tuyét voi.”
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“Co diéu bay gio thi khong biét dugc la do bac ay uyén tham hay do
tai an noi nira.”

C0 nang néi diung cau dua téi dang dinh ndi roi chi hoi cwoi noi
khée miéng.

“Té biét 1a cau co6 bac roi. Nhung té cling cé hai, ba ngudi bac. Ho
chi khong mat tich thoi. Vay cau dinh nho gi t6? Bing bao la muon td
di Malaysia tim bac cho cau nhé.”

“Khoéng. Bac té bi mat tich & ving Bengal, rm, & An D6. Viéc t&
muon nho Oreki la..., t& muén cau khién t¢ nhé ra t6 da héi gi bac
ay.

No6i dén ddy, Chitanda ngirng lai. Thé 1a hgp ly. Bdi tdi con chua
kip hiéu minh vira dwgc nho va diéu gi. Co6 phai la, Chitanda muon héi

»

toi c6 ay da hdi gi ngudi bac ctia minh?

“... V0 ly hét sic!”

“fch ky qua phai khéng? Nhitng ky niém vé bac déu 1a nhitng cau
chuyén ho6i t& con qua nhé nén té hau nhv khéng nhé duge gi. Tuy
nhién, c6 mét viéc t& nhé rat rd. Piéu t6& mudn nhd ra chi la chuyén
de.”

Chitanda dwa tach 1én miéng, c6 1é dé lam moi b6t khd chit khong
phai dé thwdng thitc vi ca cao. R6i ¢ nang ti€p tuc vdi giong con nho
hon ca ban nay.

“DPo la khi té van con hoc mau gido. Khong hiéu vi ly do gi ma t&
biét duwgc bac dy ting trong cau lac bo C6 Pién. Chac vi ¢ nha té lic
nao ciing c6 rong bién kho vi gidm ‘Sukonbu’* - phat &m nghe gan
giong vay. Thé nén t¢ bat dau c6 hitng tht vdi cau lac bd Co Dién caa
bac.”

Rong bién kho vi giam va cau lac b C6 Dbién?! Thoi thi tam chap
nhan 16i choi chit ngé ngan nhwng long hiéu ky cua tré con that khong
biét dau ma lan. Cé thé c6 chuyén nhw vay a? Hon nita c6 nhéc dé vé
sau da trd thanh hién than cuaa long hiéu ky Chitanda Eru.
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“Té da dugce bac ké cho nghe rat nhiéu chuyén vé cau lac bo Co
bién. R6i mot ngay, t& da hoi bac dy diéu gi do lién quan dén cau lac
bd. Nguwoi bac lic nao cling san sang cho t@ biét moi thi trén doi, vay
ma duy chi cé Iic d6 lai t6 vé khé chiu khong mubn trd 10i. Vi t@
khong chiu, c* mé nheo mot Iic 1au, nén bac té sau mot hoi lwdong v
cudi cung cling tra 10i cau héi dé. Va khi nghe cau tra 16i ay, t& da...”

“Cau da?”

“... Té da khoc. Khong biét vi sg hdi hay dau buén ma té da khoc
rat 16n. Hinh nhw me t¢ hoang qua da lao dén, nhung t& khong nhé gi
vé viéc dé6. TG chi nhé bac ay da dé mac t6 nhw vay khong hé do danh
gl.”

“Cu soc 16n doi véi cau nhi?”

“Um, c6 1& thé. Vi t& ¢ &m anh mai. Nhung vé sau nay, phai roi,
khi 1én cap hai, t¢ bat dau ban khoan. Tai sao bac ay lai khong mudn
tra 101, tai sao lai khong doé t6? Oreki, cau nghi sao?”

Bi hoi, toi thtt suy nghi. Mot con nguoi diu dang, luon lang nghe
tirng cau hdi cda con tré, hon nita lai nhanh tri dén mic c6 thé tra 1oi
hét thay cac cau héi do, tai sao duy chi co lic 4y, lai d& mac mot dira
tré dang khoc?

Chuyén nhw vay cé thé hiéu ra ngay cau tra 16i. Toi n6i véi mot vé
diém tinh nhat c6 thé:

“La béi, bac cu da noi cho cau nghe mét chuyén khong thé rit lai
dugce ch sao! C6 1€ bac ay da cho cau biét diéu gi d6 vo cung quan
trong, dén noi khong thé 1ap liém rang chuyén vira roi chi la dua thoi
dé do danh cau, du tredc mat la ¢6 chau géi bé béng dang khoc di
chang nita.”

Chitanda mim cuoi.

“U, t& ciing nghi thé.”

Chitanda nhin thing vao t6i... Oi! Ca phé van chuva ra sao?
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“Tt khi nghi dwgc nhw thé, t& bat dau tha thiét muon nhé lai minh
da hoi gi khi d6. T¢ nghi la minh da lam hét tat ca nhitng viéc cé thé.
T& tirng tron biét trong nha kho véi hy vong c6 thé tai hién lai hoan
canh lic ay, cling cd gang ti€p xuc v6i nha Sekitani trong kha nang
cho phép vi hai nha da tré nén xa cach.”

Néu la c6 nang nay, chac chan nhitng chuyén c6 thé lam da duwgc
lam triét de.

“Thé nhung, ct nhu thé cé mot 16p swong giang phu. T¢ khong tai
nao nhd ra néi... Vay nén thit t& can, néu mwon 10i cta Oreki thi 1a,
manh moi.”

“Ra thé. Pay la ‘ly do c4 nhan’ khién cau gia nhap cau lac bé Co
bién do6 ha?”

Chitanda gat dau cai rup.

“Thé nhwng, t¢ khong biét 1a cau lac bd C6 Dién suyt nita thi bi giai
tan. T khong cha quan cho rang hanh trinh sé don gian, nhung khéng
hé nghi rang sé chang c6 mot ai cho minh héi chuyén. Té ciing da dén
ca phong gido vién, nhung khéng cé thay co gido nao biét chuyén cta
ba mwoi ba nam vé trwdc, khi bac té con la hoc sinh trong treong.”

Thé tai sao cau lai cau cttu t6?”

“bélavi...”

Toi cu twong Chitanda dot nhién ngung lai, ra la anh chu quan da
mang ca phé tgi. Anh chu quan vGi bo mat rau ria don tach ca phé toi
da udng can va dat tdch mdi 1én hét nhw cai may. Sau khi anh di ro6i,
Chitanda nhap mot ngum ca cao nhw thé da nhd ra.

“... Du la lac phong hop cau lac bd bi khoa hay khi Ibara dua ta bai
toan trong thw vién, Oreki déu c6 nhitng két luan ma t¢ khong twdng
twong duge. TG biét thé nay la mat day, nhung té nghi néu la Oreki,
cau sé dwa t6 dén vdi cau tra 10i.”

T6i cdm giac mat minh cau lai.
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“Cau danh gia t¢ cao qua roi. May chuyén doé la y twéng bat chot
thoi. Ma y twéng bat chgt thi chi do may man.”

“Vay hay dé t&é nho cay van may do.”

“Khong c6 hirng. “

Sao cé hitng dugc chi¢. Thit nhat, d6 1a chuyén phién phitc ma t6i
khong cé nghia vu phai lam theo 16i Chitanda. Va thit hai, néu t6i
khong thu duwgc két qua gi, chac chan toi sé thidy c6 16i véi Chitanda
va sé bi nguyén rua bdi sy bat lyc ciia minh. Pay khéng phdi chuyén
thtr thach tri thong minh mot cach nhe nhang, ma la chuyén lién quan
dén nhan sinh quan ctia mot con ngwdi la Chitanda, néi qua 1én la thé.
Bao rang toi - Hotaro theo chu nghia tiét kiém nang lwgng nay - phai
lanh 14y trach nhiém du chi la mot chit v? Bing dua!

“Sao lai chi c6 t6? Van con nhitng ngudi khac cau c6 thé nho duoc
ma?”

Chitanda m@ to mat. T6i tiép tuc néi, khong nhan ra y nghia cuia cai
nhin ay.

“Cau c6 thé dung chién thuat bién ngudi*. Nho ca Satoshi, ca Ibara,
va ca nhitng nguoi ban khac cta cau la dugc chit sao?”

Khong c6 10i dap. Trudce 10i cy tuyét quanh co cua toi, Chitanda im
lang. Chitanda hoi cii dau, khé thé dai gan nhw khong thé nhan ra,
tiép tuc im lang roi thi tham:

“Oreki a, tg...Td khong co6 so thich di réu rao chuyén qua khir.”

“Pay dau phai chuyén c6 thé noéi cho bat ky ai.”

T6i giat minh. Ra thé. BPwong nhién la nhw vay.

Tai sao Chitanda phadi mat cong goi toi ra ngoai vao ngay Chua nhat
dé tim co hoi n6i mot doi mot? Cau tra 10i that don gian, bdi co ay
khong mudn nhiéu ngudi biét chuyén vé bac minh. Tai sao lai thé thi
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toi khong biét nhung c6 ay da tin twdng t6i ma boc bach tat ca, vay ma
t0i lai bao “dung chién thuat bién ngudi di”.

Co lé khong phdi vi xau ho néu dé moi ngudi biét nhung chang phai
bat ct¥ ai cling mang trong minh mét phan bi mat sao?

T6i cdm thdy mdt doé birng beén cti dau.

“... T¢ xin 16i.”

Chitanda mim cuoi, c6 1€ da bé qua cho toi.

Sy im lang lai bao trum. Chitanda dang dgi t6i ndi tiép. Con toi
chua tim dugc t ngit thich hgp. Hoi nong tu tach ca pheé toa ra gitta
hai chiing t6i. Tach ca cao cua Chitanda c6lé da ngudi han, khong con
bdc khdi nita.

Toi dwa tay cam tdch. Dwong nhw ctt chi ay di pha tan sy cang
thang, nét mat Chitanda dan ra.

“Té da noi diéu rat vo ly. Té biét, minh khong dwgce 16i Oreki vao
chuyén ky niém ca nhan. Nhung, t6...”

“Khi Oreki trad 10i nghi van cuta td... C6 lé t& da so sanh Oreki vé&i
bac. Du cau t6 vé khé chiu hon bac t& nhiéu, nhung cau da tra 16i td.
Cho nén... Khong dwgc, c6 phai, té da qua dwa dam khong?”

“Con ba nam pho théng co ma. Cau ci tir tir tim kiém trong lic do.
Pén lic nao khéng biét lam sao duwgc nita, t& cling khong noi la sé
khoanh tay khong gitp.”

Chitanda cham rai lac dau.

“Té... t6 mudn nhd lai chuyén vé bac trwdc khi bac qua doi. Sy that
ma bac ay da khong thé bé cong, diéu bac da ndi cho tg biét la diéu gi,
t¢ mudn gilt no trong tim trong lé tang cua bac.”

“Qua doi?”

Chuyén gi ky cuc. Ngudi chét khong chét. Ngwoi bi mat tich cling
khong chét.

... Khong.
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Phai r6i. Nguwdi bi mat tich sé chét.

“Bac t@ - Sekitani Jun, bi mat tich dén nay da la nam thit bay. Cé
thé cau cling biét, trong bady nam, nguoi khong rd la séng hay chét thi
theo phap luat c6 thé coi la da chét... Nha Sekitani da lam tha tuc
tuyén bo tr vong vang mat va ho sé td6 chitc mot dam tang nhé. Van dé
vé bac td sé két thuc.”

No6i xong, Chitanda khé thé dai dot ngot chuyén anh nhin ra ngoai
ctra s0. T6i cling nhin theo, nhung chang c6 gi ngoai canh duwong pho
binh thuwong.

T6i hp mdt ngum ca phé nita. C6 1é chang con gi phai no6i véi
Chitanda.

Toi nghi.

Chitanda c6 mot qua khit mudn nhé lai. Cé 1é diéu dé cling dong
nghia rang do6 1a mot qua khit dang dé nhdé lai. Xét theo phwong cham
song cua toi thi cé thé nghi dé 1a mot viéc ky di. Vi mot ké dang tron
tranh nguy co phai veéng vao chuyén dé nhu t6i, tht goi la “ky niém”
€O y nghia gi co chit?

Nhung Chitanda lai mu6n 14y lai thit da danh mat tir qua khit. Phai
roi, Chitanda la ¢6 nang luon dao sau hién tai chinh bang long hiéu ky
dy. Néu cd nang c6 dinh bdi tung qua khit 1én thi cling chang c6 gi ky
la. D€ tién dwa ngwdi bac, va hon thé c6 1€ 1a vi chinh minh, Chitanda
dinh luc lai qua khit. Va bat hanh thay, néu c6 nang khong cé kha nang
can thiét dé hoan thanh diéu do?

Trong dau 6c dang suy nghi mong lung cda t6i chgt hién 1én mot
cau trong buc thu caa ba chi. “Du sao thi em ciing khong cé6 viéc gi
muén lam ma phdi khong?”

... Chinh xac. T6i la Hotaro tiét kiém ndng lwgng. Khong lam
nhitng viéc khong nhat thiét phai lam.

Vay thi, giup nguoi khac viéc ho phai lam, ciing dau co6 gi ky cuc?

Toi dat tach ca phé xuéng, dung ngon tay go nhip vao thanh céc
nhw dé xua di tdm trang mo hé. Chiéc tach bang gém day vang 1én am
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thanh tram duc. Chitanda dang ngam nhin duwong pho thi hwéng sy chi
y sang toi. Toi cham rai néi, nhw dé nhac Chitanda nhd r6.

“T@, khong chiu trach nhiém véi cau dau.”

ey

“Thé nén t¢ sé khong noi la nhan 161 nho va cda cau. Tuy nhién, té
sé lru tdm chuyén dé, néu cau tim thay diéu gi c6 thé thanh manh moi
thi nhat dinh hay néi véi t¢. Néu viéc gidi ma ton nhiéu cong stic td sé
giup mot tay.”

“.. g

“Néu cau dong y véi diéu do thi t& sé giup.”

Chitanda ngoi thang lung. Sau dé 1a cii chao mot gbc bon lam do.

“Cam on cau. T¢ biét 1a lam phién cau nhiéu lam, nhwng mong cau
giup do.”

Phién a?

T6i quay mat di dé Chitanda khong nhin thay, ro6i khé cwdi. Chinh
toi con dang kinh ngac tredc viéc minh da khong tir chéi 16i nho va
cia Chitanda. Di nhién t6i khong dinh lam thé, nhung néu mang
chuyén nay ké vai Satoshi khong biét han sé n6i gi nhi? T6i bat chot
nghi vay. Chac chan cu ta sé trgn tron mat va tuén mot trang t¢ ngit
toi khong hiéu dé thé hién sy kinh ngac ctia minh. Kiéu nhw, “Tudng
Hotaro phai lam mat lanh tir ch6i méi ding chi?”

Luc ay, t6i biét ndi gi dé giai thich cho han day?

T6i ban khodn véi suy nghi d6 mai, mac cho Chitanda ct mot diéu
cam on, hai diéu cdm on. Tach ca cao dwong nhu da ngudi han, con
coc ca phé thit hai cta t6i thi da can.
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Dau niém phong cua cau lac bo Co6 Dién
giau lich s

Madc du truong Kamiyama ty xung la ngoi truong chuyén dao tao
hoc sinh thi véo dai hoc, nhung ké ca ti 1é do dai hoc, lan sy no Iyc dé
nang cao ti 1é dé6 déu khéng xitng vdi danh xuwng chit nao. Truwong chi
thué trung tam t6 chirc tuyén sinh tién hanh ky thi thir toan quéc mot,
hai Ian trong nam, ngoai ra cling khéng hé md& cac 16p phu dao. Mot
ngoi truong kha dang dinh trong thdi budi nhw thé nay.

Co6 diéu, du thé nao di chang nita trudng Kamiyama cling c6 nhitng
dot thi hoc ky rat nghiém ngat. Giong nhu nhac dén doi hoc sinh la
nghi t6i mau hong, nhac dén ké thu ctia hoc sinh at phai la thi ¢ va
danh gia. Do 1énh cdm hoat dong cau lac bo trong thdi gian thi hoc ky
mot nén cau lac bo Co Dién cling tam nging hoat dong. Von bon t6i
cling khong cé hoat dong gi nén c tiép tuc nhw binh thwong chac
cling chang sao, nhung vi chia khoa khong dwgc cho mwgn nita nén
khong con cach nao ca.

Ky thi hoc ky dén hém nay ciing két thiic. T6i nam won trén givong
trong phong riéng ctia minh, nhin cham cham lén tran nha. Van la cai
tran nha trang toat, chang c6 gi dac biét khac so véi moi khi.

Nhac dén thi, hoc lyc ctia moi thanh vién trong cau lac bo C6 bién
kha thu vi.
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Trudc hét la Fukube Satoshi. Mac tén nay s& hitu mot lwgng kién
thitc vo dung khéng 16, nhung cau ta hoan toan khong c6 hitng thit gi
v6i chuyén hoc hanh ca. Vi van chuwa c6 két qua ky thi lan nay nén
khong thé no6i dugc diéu gi, nhwng hinh nhw diém thi gitta ky ctia cau
ta twong doi té. Bai thoi diém dé Satoshi con dang ban nghién cttu
“Tai sao nguwoi Nhat khong con st dung thé ‘thdo thw’* (Satoshi goi la
thé ‘but ky’) trong doi song hang ngay?” B6i véi Satoshi, chi cé
nhitng diéu cau ta nghi la quan trong mdi quan trong. D6 han la mot
thai do ngao ngugc, va néu xét vé 1au dai con c6 thé két luan la mot
viéc ngu ngoc. Thé nhung cé 1é Satoshi ciing chang bu6n ban tam dén
diéu d6. Néu goi cau ta la nguoi tw do thi nghe ¢ nhw mot 16i khen.
Tén do chi la mot ga ng6éc da nang ma thoi.

Con Ibara Mayaka, von la thanh vién cau lac b6 Nghién cttu Manga
nhung vi deo dudi Satoshi nén cling da ghi danh vao cau lac bd Co
Dién, thi c6 thé coi la mau con ong cham chi. Mayaka luon kiém
chitng xem minh c6 sai sét gi khong, vi thé thanh tich ciing ty dong lot
vao tht hang cao. C6 diéu, duong nhw 6 nang hoan toan khong c6 y
dinh dui mai thém dé dat dén dinh cao trong sy nghiép hoc tap. Tic la
Ibara thudc tip hay lo lang - theo mot y nghia hoi khac véi binh
thuwong. Cé thé goi la ngudi theo chii nghia hoan my. Sy sac sdo trong
10i 1é cua Ibara cling c6 thé ly gidi cho cai tinh khong wa nhitng diéu
sai trai cia c6 nang. Ibara ludn nghi ngo. Va truy citu dén cung. Va t6i
nghi c6 1é doi véi chinh ban than minh c6 nang cling nhw vay.

Con Chitanda Eru thi luén dat diém cao chot vot ¢ top dau. Theo
bang xép hang hoc sinh dat thanh tich cao, Chitanda xép thit sau toan
khoi. Khong chi dat diém cao, duong nhw nodi dung gido duc pho
thong thue té€ khong da thoa man Chitanda. “T¢ mudn biét ca hé thong
chit khong phai bo phan” - Chitanda da titng néi thé. T6i khong hiéu
16 lam diéu dé co6 y nghia nhu thé nao. Nhung du mo hé t6i cdm nhan
duwgc rang cau noi do da gidi thich cho long hiéu ky cta co tiéu thuw.
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Nhu cau chuyén vé ngudi bac, c6 thé néi rang, dwa vao viéc biét dwogc
nhitng diéu bac co dy da ndi, Chitanda muén hoan thién nhan thitc cta
minh vé hé thong c6 tén goi la “bac”. “Biét” c6 1é 1a mot viéc tw nhién,
nhung Chitanda da lam diéu d6 mot cach c6 cha y.

Con t6i thi binh thwong.

Néu no6i vé thit hang thi t6i xép thit mot tram bay mwoi lam trong ba
tram ndam muoi hoc sinh. Pung chinh gita ludn, c nhu thé tro dua.
Chang & top dau nhd ham hiéu biét nhw Chitanda, ma cting khong bét
bat vi ¢6 tinh sao nhang nhw Satoshi. T6i cling khéng dinh vuon 1én vi
bat man v@i sai s6t nhw Ibara. Vé chuyén o6n thi, néu bao t6i hoan toan
chang dong dén sach v thi khong phai, nhung cling khéng hoc cho ra
hon. Thi thoang t6i cé bi bao: “Cau ding la do ky cuc!”, nhung néu dé
toi noi, thi do la bang ching cho viéc khong c6 mat nhin nguoi. Toi
luén & mot noi lvng chirng khong phai 16p vang, cling khong phai 16p
can. Chwa titng muon ngoi 1én ma ciing dinh khong tut xuong. Ra vay,
diéu Satoshi van hay néi. “Cudc séng mau xdm chi thdy & Hotaro
thoi!”

Puong nhién, diéu dé khéng chi dirng lai ¢ hoc lwc. Hoat dong cau
lac b, thé thao, sé thich, chuyén tinh cam trai gai... Tém lai, c6 1€ do6
la van dé vé ban chat con nguwdi. Cé cau “thdy cdy ma chang thay
rirng”, nhwng nguwdi ta cling néi “vo diia cd nam”. Co 1€ cudén Koujien
sap stfa c6 dinh nghia “mau hong twgng trung cho cudc séng hoc
dwong”. Va hoa hong, chi khi duge nd trén diing manh dat mdi thanh
mau hong duoc.

T6i khong phai manh dat phu hgp. Van dé chi nhu vay théi.

Pang nam won trén giwvdng vai nhitng suy nghi 16n x6n nhw vay thi t6i

nghe thay co6 tiéng dong & dwdi nha. Tiéng vat gi do roi vao hom thuw.
Khi xudng duwégi dé kiém tra hom thw, t6i ngan ngudi. Phong bi thw

v&i phan ria soc ba mau do, xanh, trang kia chang phai la thw quoc té
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hay sao. Khoi can xac nhan nguoi giri. Nguwoi gii the quoc té cho nha
Oreki chi cé thé 1a Oreki Tomoe. Tt dau thé nhi...? Istanbul?

T6i m& phong bi ngay tai cho. Cé vai 14 thu, trong s6 d6 c6 mét 14
gui cho toi.

Oreki Hotaro yéu quy!

Hién chj dang & Istanbul. Chj vira gdp chtit rdc réi nén dang phdi &
li trong Ldanh sy qudn Nhdat Bdn, van chira ngdm nghia duong pho
duoc.

Nhung chi nght ddy chdc chan sé la mét thanh phé thii vi. Néu c6 co
mdy thoi gian & thanh phé nay, nhat dinh chi sé di khéa cdnh céng
thanh lai vao ngay hom do*. Lich st sé xoay van chdang? Chi khéng
phdi mét st gia nén tuwdng tuong “néu...” thi cling chdang co gi sai trdi
nhi?

Chuyén du lich nay thu vi qud! Nhat dinh muoi ndm sau, chi sé
khéng nudi tiéc ngay hom nay dau.

Cdu lac bo Co Dién thé nao roi? C6 thém thanh vién mdi khéng?

Du chi c6 minh em ciing khong duoc ndn long dau nhé! Boi sy co
don sé lam nguoi dan 6ng tré nén manh mé.

Con néu c6 ai khdc nira thi tot! Bdi tiép xtc véi con nguoi sé lam
nguoi dan 6ng dugc ren gita.

Nhdn tién, chi cé chuyén nay hoi bdn khodn nén viét luén nhé.

(Cdc) Em c6 dinh lam tap san khong? Moi ndm trong lé héi vdn
héa, cdu lac bo Co6 Dién déu phdt hanh tdp san, khéng biét bay gio co
van tiép tuc khong nhi?

Néu con tiép tuc, chi nghi c6 thé em sé khong biét cdch lam nhw
ndao. Bdi vi, tdp san cua cdu lac bo Co Pién khéng co trong thu vién.

Tim trong phong hop céu lac bé nhé. O dé cé hép y té khong con st
dung nita, dn bdn cdc ndm trudc & trong dé. O khéa héng roi nén
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khoéng can mdt khau dau.

Dén Pristina* chi sé goi dién vé nhé.

Oreki Tomoe.

O 1i trong Lanh sy quan Nhat Ban? Chi hai, chi da gdy chuyén gi
vay! Du sao t6i cling chang lo lang. Chi tiét cu thé cé 1€ dwoc ghi
trong thw giti cho bd. Thanh phé Pristina, t6i nhé minh da nghe & dau
dé roi nhung khong thé nhé ra. Pa 1a noi chi t6i dat chan dén thi thé
nao ciing la chién treong co6 chang may ai hay hodc cai gi dai loai thé.

Dau vay di chang nita. T6i thé dai. Dwong nhw chi hai c6 mét mang
lwgi thong tin ma toi khong hay biét va dang theo doi téi chang? Hay
la cau lac bo C6 bién cé bi mat truyén kiép lién quan dén an ban tap
san cac nam trwedc? Phai, ding 1a bon t6i dang tim cac an ban cii ma
chua tim ra dugc.

Van dé ca nhan ctia Chitanda thi hém truéce t6i da nghe roi, con van
dé chung c6 nang dat ra véi tw cach Chu tich cau lac bo Co6 Dién la
lam tap san. Luc biét tap san khong c6 trong thw vién Chitanda da c6
vé rat nan, nhung néu 10i cta chi hai t6i la that thi tim dwgc tap san
10i.

Néu coi két qua la muc dich thi viéc tao ra két qua sé dat dwgc muc
dich d6. biéu dé dong nghia v6i viéc sé thém mdt chuyén phién phic,
nhung vi ly do d6 ma thu tiéu thong tin nay thi that mat nhan tinh. Lai
mot lan nita thw ctia Oreki Tomoe lam xdo tron cudc séng cua toi.

To6i tam thoi nhét bitc the vao trong tii quan dong phuc dang treo
trén mac.

Tan hoc ngay hom sau, ngay lap tic t6i di vé phong hop cau lac bo.
Ngay dau tién sau khi dwoc nghi thi lai trung v&i mot ngay nang dep
lau lam md@i cé nén cau lac b nao ciing rat hang hai. Tt san treong
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vong lai tiéng reo ho ctia cac cau lac b thé thao, con trong treong thi
xen lan am thanh cua cau lac bo Trong Keén, cau lac b Nhac Nhe va
cau lac bo Nhac Dan T6c. Méc du bé ngoai cac cau lac bo thé thao c6
vé noi bat hon nhwng vai chinh cua sy kién 16n bac nhat - 1é hoi Kan-
ya lai la cac cdu lac bo van héa nghé thuat da sdc mau. Sau gid tan
hoc, & day 16p hoc dac biét - dai ban doanh cua cac cau lac bo van héa
nghé thuat, dau dau cling thay béng nguoi.

Trong 16p khoa hoc dia cau nam & goc tang cao nhat day 16p hoc
ddc biét hien dang c6 mat Chitanda va Ibara. Hai c6 nang nay md&i gap
nhau lan dau trong vu & thw vién lan treéc ma da ngay lap titrc than
thiét, chac co6 thé goi la ban tdm giao. HOm nay hai nang nay ciing
ngoi doi dién nhau bén ctta s6, dang ru ri tam tinh gi d6. Ca hai cung
mac bd dong phuc dwgc do6i sang dong phuc hé tir may hom truée
trong that twoi mai. Poi canh tay 10 ra tw 16p dao coc cua Ibara ngam
ngam mau banh mat twong phan véi lan da trang ngan cua Chitanda.
Vao ha, nhitng tia nang mat trdi cling dan cho6i chang hon, nhung c6
vé nhv trong ngwoi c6 tiéu thv nay hoan toan chang cé chit sac to
melanin* nao ca. T6i dong tai nghe bon ho dang néi chuyén gi vGi
nhau.

“Ttc 14, s6 trang cling phai thich hgp.”

“Tap san cuda cau lac bd cling c6 thé nho dugce khong nhi?”

“Pirng lo. Hinh nhw bén cau lac b Nghién citu Manga cé chd quen
biét.”

“C6 nho dugc khong?”

Chuyén tap san a? Co gang ghé!

Bong Chitanda citng do ngwoi lai, dwa hai tay 1én che mat.

Gi day?

“...Achxil”
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Thi ra c6 nang hat xi hoi. Dén hat xi hoi cling khiém ton.

“Ach xi! Ach xi!”

“Cau... cau khong sao chit? Cam cum a? Hay di &tng phan hoa?”

“... A do hon r6i. That xau ho vi da lo 1a sitc khoe, nhung gan day
t& hoi bi cam he...”

Htrm. Cam heé thi mét day. Ma néi md&i thdy hinh nhw c6 nang hoi
nghet mdi.

Trwdc mat c Ién tiéng da.

“0), Chitanda, Ibara!”

“A, chao cau, Oreki!”

“Nay Ibara, khong phai dén cau lac b Nghién cttu Manga a?”

“U, bén day tam xong 1oi, Sao, bd tdi ¢ ddy thi phién dng ha?”

Sao cai gi?

Nao!

T6i quyét dinh khéng rao tredc don sau ma di thang luon vao van
dé chinh. T6i rut 1a thw cta chi hai tir trong tdi ra.

“Chi td ngay trudc cling la ngudi cia cau lac bo Co bién. Trong thu
chi dy da cho biét tung tich cda tap san.”

Chitanda nghét mat ra. C6 vé van chuwa kip hiéu.

Chi t& da chi cho dé tap san cta cau lac bo Co bién.”

T6i vira nhac lai cham rdi tirng tiéng nhu thé xong thi...

“Co...”

Chitanda tron mat khong thot nén 10i.

“Co that thé khong?”

“That. TG noi doi cau thi dugc ich gi?”

Nghe t0i cam doan, doi moi mong manh ctua Chitanda vut hé mot
nu cudi. Ai nit thanh lich nha Chitanda tuy khong cudi kiéu man
nguyén hét cd nhung trén gwong mat cd nang hién hién niém vui
swéng thuan khiét vo cung, ma néu noi theo “hi - nd - ai - lac” thi la
mot trang thai “hi” ven toan. Du t6i c6 théem muén thit gi dén may di
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chang nita, nhung khi dat dwgc né roéi co 1€ t6i cling chang thé nao
biéu hién dugc mot gwong mat nhu thé. Khong thé nghi rang day lai
chinh la ngwoi da trung vé mat nghiém trong hét c& tai quan ca phé
“Pineapple Sand”.

“Vay sao, tap san...”

Tiéng c6 nang khe khé lot vao tai t6i.

“... Lala, tap san tap san...”

Ciing hoi nguy hiém day, Chitanda Eru.

Nhung Ibara lai nhiu may:

“That khong thé? Tai sao phai mat cong viét trong thuw...”

Thac mac rat hop ly. Khong thé nghi rang noi cat gitt tai liéu cua 1é
h6i van héa la diéu quan trong dén mitc phai mat cong truyén dat
trong bic thw tr tan Istanbul. Nhung ddy la viéc cua chi téi. Ai ma
biét dwgc trong dau Oreki Tomoe diéu gi la quan trong co chit?

“Sw that la da cé thw. Noi dung thyc hw ra sao thi chwa biét. Cau
xem khong?”

T6i mé 1a thu ra dat 1én chiéc ban canh do6 thi Ibara va Chitanda lién
ghé sat lai. Sy im lang bao trum khi hai nguwoi lan theo tirng dong thu.
Nguwoi pha vo sy im lang do la Chitanda.

“... Chi cau thich Tho Nhi Ky a?”

“Chi t6 thich ca thé gidi.”

“MOot nguwoi chi tuyét voi qua!”

Chac day la phan khac nguwdi dé thu hit sy cht y, nhung ché can
xem khong phai ¢ do.

“Nhét dinh mwdi nam sau, chi sé khong nudi tiéc ngay hém nay
dau. Vay w! Cam giac c6 sac thai gi d6 gay u uat nhi?”

Pong y la nhw thé, nhung cling khong phai cho day.

Hai ngudi doc tiép roi cung thot 1én gan nhw cung ldc:

“...Lahopy té u?”

“Hop y té a?”
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Ibara nhin mét lwgt quanh 16p khoa hoc dia cau roi chong mot tay
1én hong, hoi rwén ngudi vé phia sau:

“Hum, xem chirng khong cé trong phong nay nhi?”

“Co vé thé.”

Viéc dé6 thi téi da biét r6i. Nhuwng mat Chitanda ngay 1ap tic bién
sac.

“o! Vay... vay thi tap san, tap san...”

“Chi-chan, binh tinh, binh tinh nao!”

Toi dang nghi Chi-chan la ai vay, nhung khong phai toi thi chi co
thé la Chitanda. Chi-chan... C6 nang Ibara nay sao lai nghi ra cach goi
dé thuong vay. Miéng Iwdi c6 doc cta c6 nang khong thé nham veé
Chitanda u? Ma qua dung la v6i mot nguroi nhu Chitanda thi that kho
dé muon néi gi thi noi.

T6i phay phay 14 thue trede mat Chitanda dang dwge do danh.

“Chitanda, trong thw chi viét 1a ‘hop y té ctia phong hop cau lac bo’.
Chac vi chi t& da tot nghiép cach day hai nam. Trong thoi gian do co
thé phong hop cau lac bd da bi thay déi.”

“A... Ralathé!”

“Thé Oreki. C)ng biét phong hop cau lac bd hai nam trudc & dau a?”

Khong c6 so hd dau. Toi co6 viéc téi phong giao vién nén nhan tién
da hoi ludn roi.

“T& héi thay c6 van roi. O 16p sinh vat.”

“Chuan bi ky cang hiém c6 ddy nhi?”

“Chi dé tang hiéu qua thoi.”

“Hdng hdi ghé co!”

Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Toi chang bao gid hdng hdi ca.

“Ldp sinh vat a... O ting duéi nhi, néu da biét vay thi bon minh di
nhanh thoi!”

N6i xong Chitanda dan dau di thang ra ctra.

Hdang hai 1a c6 nang nay co.
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Pung nhw 10i Chitanda, 16p sinh vat nam ngay dwéi 16p khoa hoc dia
cau. Vi l6p khoa hoc dia cau ndam & cudi tang bon cua day 16p hoc dac
biét nén thanh ra & vi tri biét 1ap nhat cia khu vie biét 1ap cua treong
Kamiyama. Nhung 16p sinh vat ciing chi & dwdi d6 mot tang nén néi la
nam trong goéc cua treong cling khong sai. Lic tredc téi c6 viét sau
gio tan hoc, & day 16p hoc dac biét dau dau cling thdy béng nguoi
nhwng ngoai 1€ 1a khu viee xung quanh 16p khoa hoc dia cau khong c6
phong hop ctia cac cau lac bo khac thi lai yén ang chang c6é mot ai. Va
xem chitng xung quanh 16p sinh vat cling thé. Trén hanh lang moi
nguoi di lai nhon nhip 1a thé nhwng chi can buwdc qua ranh gidi tir cho
nay cho dén 16p sinh vat vGi nhitng phong hoc trong tron thi chang
con ai ngoai bon toi ca.

Trén duong di, Chitanda hat xi hoi may lan lién.

“Cam nang roi a?”

“Cau khong phai lo lang dau. T& chi bi hat xi hoi lién tuc, va nghet
miii thdi... Ach xi!”

U nhung ma... T6i ma khong dwoc hit xi hoi that thoai mai sé thay
kho chiu lam, vé khodn nay thi Chitanda ding la mot tiéu thw. Cuc ky
nhiin nhan.

Pang di trudc, Ibara quay lai nhw chgt nhé ra diéu gi.

“Oreki, ong c6 chia khoa chi?”

“Khong, dang dugc cho muwon r6i.”

“Ac... ach xi!... Pang dugc cho muwgn 4? Vay chac la c6 cau lac b
nao dang st dung phong sinh vat nhi?”

“Néu khong phai tén ngdc nao mwon roi quén tra thi chac 1a vay.”

“Tén ngoc... Oreki, cau qua 16i r6i do.”

Toi vira bi mang. C& nay ma da gian thi Satoshi va Ibara ciling
chdang ddm md& miéng dau. To6i dang lac dau cwdi dau kho thi mot vat
ky la dat bén twong hanh lang ddp vao tam mat t6i. Cai gi day?
Chitanda va Ibara duong nhu khong dé y thdy nhung... D6 la mot cai
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hép nhd. Vi n6 dugc son cing mot mau trang véi twong hanh lang nén
khong hé néi bat. Téi nhin quanh thi thdy phia do6i dién cia hanh lang
cling c6 vat twong ty. Ai do lam roi chang? Khong c6 vé gi la do quy
hiém dac biét ca nén toi quyét dinh bo qua. Cii xuéng dé nhat thit c6
gia tri dwdi mot yén di chang nita thi nang lwgng can thiét bi tiéu phi
cling vugt qua mét yén roi, diy la diéu ma nhitng ngudi theo chua
nghia tiét kiém nang lwgng déu hiéu ro.

Bon t6i ditng trudc ctra 16p sinh vat. Nhw thé phan doan rang khong
can thiét phai gé ctta, Chitanda ngay lap titc dat tay lén canh ctra,
nhung...

“..0?”

Cuwa bi khoa.

“Cura bi khoa cac cau a.”

“C6 vé thé nhi?”

Anh mit ctia hai ngudi chia vao t6i. Anh mit hoang mang cua
Chitanda va 4nh mat lanh tanh cda Ibara. Bi nhin nhw th€é di ntta t6i
cling dau biét lam sao.

“Ay, t6 khong c6 chia khéa that ma. Néu ctra bi khéa thi t& ciing
chiu.”

MGt lan nita, 1an nay la Ibara kéo ctra. D1 nhién, lan nay ciing la mot
tiéng “cach” chan lai. T6i dang dinh ndi thi Chitanda da 1én tiéng thay,
mot cach vo cung hop ly:

“... Lail ntra sao?”

Dbung thé, lai nita sao.

“Chi-chan, lai nita la sao?”

“U. La chuyén hoi thang Tu...”

Khong biét 1a t6i hay Chitanda, nhung c6 vé mot trong hai dia rat
hay bi ctfa ctia truong Kamiyama tru éo. Trong khi Chitanda thuat lai
cau chuyén hoi thang Tuw thi t6i nghi, néu khong c6 chia khda thi bo
tay, hay la vé r6i quay lai sau.
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“... Chuyén xdy ra la nhu thé.”

“O! Oreki tai tinh thé cg a!”

Cudi cung, tredc khi quay got, toi goi vdi vao bén trong cira nira
dua ntwra that:

“Cooo0 ai khongggggg?”

Di nhién t6i khong trong doi sé c6 cau tra 10i.

Nhung that bat ngo la c6 sy dap tra. Khong phai 1a 10i ndi, ma la
tiéng tram duc cua 6 khéa duwgc mé.

“Ha?”

Va ctrta ma@ ra tw bén trong.

Bitng dé 1a mot nam sinh mac quan déng phuc va 4o so mi méng.
Nguwoi dong dong cao, mat miii kha dep trai. Trong anh ta thudc tip
thw sinh hon 1a kiéu wa thé thao. Anh ta nhin huy hiéu hoc sinh trén c6
4o cta ching t6i ro6i nd mot nu cwoi rat dé mén:

“A, xin 16i nhé. Anh khéa ctra mat. Cac em c6 nguyén vong muon
gia nhap cau lac b Bao Twong cua bon anh a?”

Gi thé, néu ¢ trong do thi phai nhanh chéng ra mé ctta cho ngudi ta
chit! Toi nghi bung vay nhung miéng lai néi khac:

“Pay la phong hop cua cau lac bo Bao Tuong a?”

“Pung thé, bon em khong phdi 1a muon xin gia nhap a?”

Anh ta bugc ra khoi phong lién dong ctra lai tir dang sau. Luic dé toi
bat chgt cam thdy c6 mui gi d6 nhv mui con khir doc. Co vé nhu
chang thu sinh nay dé y dén chuyén khir mui thi phdi. Khong biét c6
phai khé chiu truwéc viéc t6i khit miii khong ma trong thoang choc anh
ta cau may, nhung réi nhanh chéng 1dy lai vé dé mén.

“Thé bon em c6 viéc gi?”

Chung t6i nhin nhau. Va dung nhu toi nghi, chu tich Chitanda da
tién 1én mot budc:

“Chao anh. Ching em la thanh vién cau lac b6 Co6 Dién, em tén
Chitanda Eru. Anh la anh Toogaito 16p 12E phai khong a?”
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Nguwoi thanh nién duwgc goi la Toogaito chau may vé kho hiéu:

“Sao em biét tén anh?”

Thac mac rat hgp ly. Bong dung bi mot nguwoi khong quen biét goi
dich danh, thwong thi ai ma chang thdy ky la. D6 ciing chinh la tam
trang cda toi hoi thang Tw. Va Chitanda cling mim cuwdi nhw da cuoi
véi toi lac ay:

“Vi nam ngodi, em da thay anh tai nha Manninbashi.”

“Tai nha Manninbashi... Khoan da, em vira xung la Chitanda a? Co
phai em la ngudi nha chu Chitanda ¢ Kanda?”

“Vang, ba em dwoc gia dinh anh gitp d& rat nhiéu.”

... Ht, that 1a khong khi cua bu6i gap mat gitta nhitng quy t giGi
thwong lwu. T6i da tirng nghi mdc du nha Chitanda cé danh thé nhung
vi la ndong gia nén c6 1é khéng quang giao lam, nhung vé khoan nay
xem chirng chwa chac da vay. Cai thé gidi xa la hoan toan khac véi
moi treong minh da sinh ra va 1én 1én c6 1€ thuc sy ton tai. N6i mdi
nhd, trong mot loat danh gia vong toc ¢ truong Kamiyama ma Satoshi
da néu lan truédc, hinh nhw cé ca nha Toogaito.

“A, khong, chinh anh méi phai cam on. Ra vay, em 1a nguoi nha
Chitanda.”

“Vang... Ach xi!”

“Em bi cam heé a? Té nhi. U, chao em.”

Khéng hiéu sao, khi biét Chitanda la Chitanda Eru cua nha hao
nong Chitanda, thai do cia Toogaito trd nén hoi ky la. Vé dé mén van
khong doi, nhung anh mat ddo dac nhu thé dang bon chon chuyén gi
vay. Anh ta sg Chitanda chang? To6i thi khong sao twdng tuong ra,
nhung 1€ nao gitta cac danh gia ton tai mot moi quan hé phan dinh thé
lyc 16 rang dén nhu vay? Ciling c6 thé chi la cam giac cta t6i, nhung
anh chang Toogaito duwong nhw lang tranh anh mat cta Chitanda, hoi
cti xuéng noi:

“Thé em c6 viéc gi?”
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Trong khi d6 Chitanda hoan toan khong dé y dén thai do cua
Toogaito, ti€p tuc cau chuyén:

“Vang. Chuyén la, em c6 nghe an ban tdp san cac nam trudc cua
cau lac bo Co6 bién dugc lwu giit tai 16p sinh vat. Nghe noéi phong nay
tredc kia la phong hop ctia cau lac bo Co Bién a.”

“... Hoi anh hoc 16p 10, chac la vdy. Nam ngodi, phong hop cua
mot s6 cau lac bo bi thay d6i.”

“Vay anh c6 biét tap san cua cau lac bd Co6 Bién khong a?”

Toogaito khung lai trong gidy lat roi dap: “Khong, khong thay em “

Ibara im lang nghe cudc thoai giita hai nguwdi, dwa mat sang nhin t6i.
Toi khé gat dau. Néu la ké co tryc gidc ctia mot nguwdi binh thuong,
han khong thé khong cam thdy vé dang ngo trong thai do vira roi cta
Toogaito.

“Thé a...”

Chitanda, véi tri nhé hon ngwdi nhung true giac lai té hai, dang that
than dinh rat lui thi Ibara xen vao:

“A, sempai, anh cho bon em vao trong phong mét chiit c6 dugc
khong?”

“Em 1a?”

“Ibara Mayaka cua cau lac bo C6 Dién a. Vi tap san la thit khéng c6
tac dung gi vGi anh Toogaito nén biét dau anh da bo sét né a?”

To6i vi ghét phai ra veé tay trang trong khi c6 thé trong doi mét chién
thang nén ciing gop 10i:

“Bon em sé khong lam phién dén hoat dong ctia cau lac bo. Hay anh
dang do viéc a?”

“Mong anh cho phép.”

“Em cling vay.”

Trudc sy tan cong don dap cda bon toi, khuén mat Toogaito tré nén
cau kinh:

“Anh khong muon cho ngudi ngoai cau lac bo vao phong lam...”
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Trudc cau noi do, Ibara cuwdi vé dac y:

“Nhung thwa sempai, trede khi la phong hop thi day la phong hoc
ddy a.”

T6i mim cwoi. Cau noéi cta Ibara ham y, “anh khong c6 quyén tw
ch6i hoc sinh vao phong hoc dau”. Toogaito van con dang lwong lv thi
Ibara da tinh bo tién 1én mdt bwdc khién anh ta danh xuéng nuwéc:

“... Hiéu r6i. Pugc thoi, tim ciing dwgc. Nhung dirng c6 bdi tung
lén day!”

Chu tich cau lac bo Bao Twong md ctra 16p sinh vat.

D6 la can phong dwoc bai tri gan nhw giong hét 16p khoa hoc dia cau.
Vat dung trong phong hau nhu ciing khong khac. Bang den, ban, ghé,
hop dé dung cu vé sinh... Chi khac la & goc 16p c6 mot canh ctra nita.
Theo nhu tdm bién trén cia thi hinh nhw d6 1a “Phong dung cu sinh
hoc”. Trén tang bon, vi tri d6 ding la kho dé dung cu nhung tr 16p
khoa hoc dia cau khéng thé vao dugc.

Va mac du day la cau lac bo Bao Twong nhung chang thay bong
dang thanh vién nao khac ca. Toi hoi Toogaito vé diém dé thi anh ta
gidi thich:

“Von c6 bon thanh vién nhuwng hém nay la ngay cau lac bo khong
hoat dong. Anh & day dé nghi dé tai cho tuyén tap so dac biét 1é hoi
Kan-ya.”

L& hoi Kan-ya. Tt gio dén lic khai mac vao thang Mudi con
khodang hai thang rudi nita.

“Cau lac bo Bao Twong khac véi cau lac bo Bao Chi ha anh?”

Chitanda hoi mot cau hoi khong an nhap hoan canh. Toogaito than
thién tra 10i:

“Treong Kamiyama c6 ba to bao. T¢ ‘Thanh Lwu’ phat hanh hai
thang mot s6 dwgc phat cho cac 16p, va ‘Bdo Hoi hoc sinh trwong
Kamiyama’ dugc dan treée phong hop Hoi hoc sinh, phat hanh khong
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dinh ky. Con lai la to ‘Nguyét san Treong Kamiyama’ phat hanh hang
thang trtv thang Tam va thang Mudi hai dugc dan tredc cong truong.
Bon anh phu trach to ‘Nguyét san Trwong Kamiyama’.”

“Thé hai to con lai do bén nao phu trach a?”

“To ‘Thanh Lwu’ la cau lac b Bao Chi. ‘Bao Hoi hoc sinh trueong
Kamiyama’ la do H6i hoc sinh. Veé lich st thi bén anh la 1au doi nhat.
‘Nguyét san Truwong Kamiyama’ sap phat hanh dén s6 bon tram roi,
hai to con lai van chwa t6i mot tram so.”

Bon tram s6 co a? Huyét mach cia cau lac bo Bao Tuong ciing
chay bén bi that. Ngam th, néu ba mwoi ba nam trudc bac cta
Chitanda da la thanh vién cta cau lac bd Co Dién, vay lich st ctia cau
lac bo Co Dién chi it cling phai dém dugc ba mwoi ba nam. C6 nhan
doi tudi doi caa t6i hién tai tham chi con chwa bang lich s cau lac bo
co a? Ma thé thi sao chi.

“Hinh nhuv khong c6 trong phong nay dau!”

Ibara sau khi ngé quanh mot lwgt thi két luan nhw vay. Lép sinh vat
it do dac, lai hau nhuw khong cé goc chét, ky tinh nhw Ibara ma da xem
mot luwot ro6i thi kho c6 thé nghi t6i treong hgp bd sot. Vay thi, trong
phong dung cu. T6i vira tién vé phia do vira hoi:

“Cho em xem ca phong dung cu nhé.”

“... A, dugc théi.”

Bo lai tiéng Toogaito & dang sau, toi bwdc vao trong phong. Co
tiéng gidy x0 vao nhau loat xoat, va tiéng dong co. Cai gi thé nhi?

Giong nhw cac phong dung cu khac, can phong nay ciing bé teo.
Dién tich con chwa bang mot phan ba 16p sinh vat.

Dbung ra day phai 1a phong chita cac thiét bi dung cho gid sinh vat,
nhung chi c6 vai chiéc kinh hién vi cét trén gia l1a tréng c6 vé nhu vay.
Néu khong phai vi Kamiyama la mot ngoi tredng cuc ky chu trong cac
gio ly thuyét thi c6 khi sé con mdt phong khac dung dé chita dung cu
quan sat va dung cu thi nghiém. Thay cho chitc nang chinh vén c6 do,
can phong nay lai chita toan thiét bi ctia cau lac b6 Bao Tuwong.
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Chiéc mday anh xin mF ké nghiép du nhin ciing biét la dqat tién, hOop
but vGi rat nhiéu chiéc but da mau sac va kich c@, thung cac-tong nhét
mot m& gidy photod 10n x6n. Mot chiéc loa nhé. No6i bat nhat la chiéc
ban chéan thap tran gitt mot khodng ngay gitta can phong bé teo. Goi la
ban nhwng chi la mat tdm go dat trén phan dé la may hop cac-tong xap
chong 1én nhau hét sitc don gian. Trén mat ban dé mot to giay kho Bl
ghi nhang nhit nhitng chit viét tat ma chi nguwdi viét mdéi doc dugc va
mot hop but dat 1én trén nhw dé chan gidy. Thi ra tiéng loat xoat la
tiéng to gidy B1 kia bi gio thoi.

Gio?

Gi6 dang thoi. Chiéc cita s6 duy nhét trong phong dang md, nhung
hwéng gio lai la ti trong phong hwdng ra phia ctra s6. Thit tao ra ngon
gi6 do chinh la nguon phat sinh ra tiéng dong co kéu re re vira ndy. N6
duwgc dat gitta dong cac-tong chong chat nén thoat tién nhin vao kho
nhan ra, nhung do 1a mot chiéc quat nhé dat & phia doi dién ctra so,
ngan cach béi chiéc ban chan thap. Chiéc quat dang & ndc manh nhat.

Va, con mot thit nita ciing bi con gié dé lam tung bay. Mat chiéc 4o
so-mi - dong phuc mua he ctia nam sinh treong Kamiyama, dang dugc
vat bén ctra s6. Nhw thé bi quang btra bai.

“..77

“Oreki, sao roi?”

To6i quay lai thi thdy Chitanda va Ibara dang ditng truwéc cira phong
dung cu.

A phai r6i. Truéc mét phai tim hop y té da.

Noi thé chit phong dung cu tuy 16n xon nhung chat chodi nén chang
dang dé goi la tim. Theo nhitng gi da nhin thdy thi chang cé thit nao
twong xing véi mot cai hop cd. Mot chiéc hop y té, du la loai cii dén
mutc chia khéa da hong di chang nita, van c6 kich c& nhat dinh. Chac
khong c6 chuyén né Iu lu tredc mat ma minh bo sét dau nhi?

Hu...
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T6i hoi Toogaito dang khoanh tay theo d6i nhat cit nhat dong cua
chung toi ¢ cach dé mot khoang.

“Anh c6 biét tai sao nam ngodi lai déi phong hop cac cau lac bd
khong?”

“Khong, khong biét. Cé thé vi mdt s6 cau lac b bi giai thé chang?”

“Khi thay do6i phong hop c6 chuyén ra mang vao do dac gi d6 khong
a?”

Toogaito lam vé nghi nggi mét lic roi néi:

“... Phai roi, anh c6 khuan mdy thung cac- tong.”

“Thung cac-tong a?”

«“0y.»

Vay a? Néu thé thi cling cé thé lam. Nha Toogaito noi tiéng trén
phwong dién nao thi td6i da quén mat, nhung dwa theo hoan canh nha
anh ta thi diéu t6i dang suy nghi hoan toan la c6 can cu.

T6i cam giac minh da gan biét dwgc cho dé tap san. Tuy nhién dé
lay duwgc no 1a van dé hoi hoc bda... Phai r6i! Thi dung chiéu khich
twéng xem sao? Toi lai quay sang Toogaito:

“Sempai, phong nay nhiéu d6 qua, bon em tim c6 vé mat thoi gian.
Néu khong phién, em muon nho cd thay Oide cung tim kiém triét dg,
co dugc khong a?”

To6i lam vé mat hét sitc nghiém tic ndi thé thi 16ng may cuta
Toogaito co giat:

“... Khong dugc. Anh da bao la ding c6 bai tung 1én ma!”

“Bon em sé chiu trach nhiém tra lai tat ca nguyén ven ding nhu ban
dau nén mong anh cho phép.”

“Pa bdo la khong dugc!” :

Anh ta dot ngot quat

“A, bon em xin 16i, Toogaito-sempai. Khong sao dau a, néu khong
co thi cling danh vay a.”
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Chitanda noi giong nghet nghet, ra sttc tim cach giang hoa, nhung
giong cua Toogaito cang liuc cang cao hon:

“Anh dang rat ban! Anh phai nghi ra y twdng trude budi hop bién
tap ngay mai! Khé khan lam md&i ndy ra cai gi do thi tui bay xéng vao,
lai con cai gi ma tim kiém triét dé! Cho nay khong c6 tap san cua tui
bay dau, hiéu r6i thi bién!”

Tuy nhién, d6i 1ap vai thai do bi kich dong cia Toogaito, t6i lai thay
long minh lanh bang. Toogaito da mac chiéu khich twéng ctia t6i mot
cach hoan hao.

Biét dugc chan twdng ctia Toogaito roi, toi chi ndn mot nu cwdi hoa
hao:

“Sempai, chang la bon em c6 hitng thi vGi bén trong cai hop y té.”

“... Cai gi ca?”

“Chac chan la tap san ¢ trong hop y t&, nhung anh da bao la khong
c6 thi bon em cling khong lam gi dwgc. Chi can c6 tap san thdi thi sé
chang c6 chuyén bon em lam vuéng ban anh dau.”

ROi t6i boi thém, kiéu mat day dén noi chinh t6i con suyt bat cuoi:

“Nhan tién, bay gio bon em c6 viéc ¢ thw vién, sau khi bon em di
roi néu anh tim thay tap san thi c6 thé dat & 16p khoa hoc dia cau dwoc
khong? Cira khong khoéa dau a.

Duong nhu lan nay Toogaito mdi that sy gian dit tredc dé xuat cta
toi. Khuon mat tri thic nhan nhum lai, gwom guwom lwom toi. Trai lai,
toi ké, chang té vé gi. Tt xwa dén nay, c6 ai bi thwong vi bi nhin dau?

“May, may...”

“Sao co anh?”

Kha nang tu chu dang né. Toogaito bé ltrng cau noi & do.

ROi anh ta thd mot tiéng, vé dé mén khi ndy lai hién 1én trén khu6n
mat.

“Hiéu roi, néu tim thay anh sé lam thé,”

“Nho anh a... Nao, di thoi, Chitanda, Ibara.”
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T6i giuc hai c6 nang dang nghét ra, c6 1é vi van con chira hiéu cudc
hoi thoai giita t6i va Toogaito. O 1au ciing khéng dé 1am “Doi chit
Oreki!”

“Oreki, nay gio la sao?”

“Tq sé giai thich sau.”

T6i n6i ngan gon nhw vay roéi dinh kéo hai ngudi ra khoi 16p sinh
vat.

Co tiéng goi tir dang sau.

“Nay 16p Muoi! Anh con chuwa hoi tén chia may!”

Toi quay lai, dap giong ho hitng:

“Oreki Hotaro... Em nghi d6 la viéc xau day.”

Trén con duwong noi day 16p hoc dac biét va day 16p hoc binh thuwong,
toi dya luvng vao twong hanh lang.

T6i cling dé nghi hai ngwoi dang di theo hdy & day giét thoi gian.

“Oreki. Toi khong hiéu nhung ma khong phai bon minh sé di thw
vién sao?”

Toi xua tay.

“Khong di. Khong can dén day.”

“Chang hiéu. Néu khong can thi t& quay vé trwédc day. “

“Khong dugce. Nen dgi them chut nita.”

Xem chtrng chi n6i thé thi Ibara khong sao théa man dwgc, nhung
c6 nang chi Iam bam “6ng am muwu gi ha” ro6i nghe theo 15i t6i. Thay
vao do, Chitanda bat dau truy citu v6i cai mii khut khit.

“Oreki, anh Toogaito da gian day.”

“Chac vay.”

“DPung la dé lam tap san cta bon minh thi c6 dn ban cac nam truéc
van hon rat nhiéu, nhing ciling khong can phai ép budc nhu thé...”
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“T6 ép budc thé co a? TG nghi minh chi nho va trong pham vi chap
nhan duogc thoi ma.”

Chitanda dinh néi tiép nhung lai khong néi dwgce gi. Thi chang thé
nita. Nhitng gi t6i da noi chi c6 hai viéc “hday cho phép tim do”
va‘“néu tim thay thi mang dén ho”.

“Nhung, nhung ma anh Toogaito da tiéc gian.”

“U thi gian.”

O bén canh Chitanda, Ibara hoi chau may:

“Nhung ma nay. Anh ay tic gian lic Oreki xin phép cho tim trong
phong c6 vé gi dé c6 tinh nhi?”

O! Cau ta nhan ra a?

“Thé saon?”

Con c6 nang nay qua nhién la khong nhan thay gi ca.

T6i nhin dong ho treo & hanh lang. Ba phit da tr6i qua... Chac ciling
sap dugc réi nhi. T6i nhac Iwng khoi bitc twong vira dua, hoi Chitanda:

“Chitenda, nha Toogaito ndi tiéng trén phwong dién nao thé?”

Chitanda nghiéng dau nhu thé mudn néi sao cau lai héi thé, nhung
van cho biét:

“Nha Toogaito a? 6 la gia dinh c6 anh hwong dén gido duc trung
hoc day. Nha ho c6 mot ngudi trong S& Gido duc tinh, mét nguoi &
cap thanh ph6. Ngoai ra con mot ngwoi la hiéu trudng, va khoang hai
nguoi hién la giao vien.”

Thi ra la vay.

“Thé Oreki, tap san sao roi?”

To6i dap:

“Chac dang duwgc mang dén phong hop roi!”

Nghe toi noi vay, Chitanda va Ibara quay sang nhin nhau. T0i cuoi
khé.
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Vé dén 16p khoa hoc dia cau.

“Q, t&i roi nay.”

blung nhvr muc tiéu. Mot chong mdy cudi méng co tap v dang
dwgc dat trén buc giang. T6i khong khoi ngan minh thot 1én “Tuyét cd
meéo!” That sang khoai khi “am muwu” thanh cong dén thé nay.

“T6i r6i nay la sao, c6 1€ nao...”

Ibara chay lén buc giang. Cam cudn tap trén cung cia chéng vé lén
tay, c6 nang ngan nguwoi lam bam:

“... bung la tap san roi.,,’

“0, 0? Cho t6... cho td xem vdi!”

“Chuyén nay 1a sao, Oreki? Ong biét cai gi d6 phai khong?”

Giong diéu sac lanh cua Ibara dwong nhuv la dang trdch moc toi.
Long vong quanh co ciing khong hay nén t6i buong minh xudng chiéc
ban gan do, néi:

“Gi dau, toi chi uy hiép chut xiu!”

“Uy hiép? Uy hiép anh chu tich cau lac bo Bao Tuong 4?”

“Pung thé. Nay Ibara, cau c6 biét gitt bi mat khong day?”

Toi hoi vay thi nét mdt Ibara trd nén cau co.

“T6i nghi minh khong phai loai ngo6i 1& d6i mach dau.”

“Tin twdng duwgc khong day? Vi day la bi mat Toogaito khong muoén
bi ai biét, dén noi anh ta con chap nhan dé cho mot dita 16p Mudi dat
miii, nén bon minh ma bép xép thi thdm cho anh ta lam day.”

“Tdi khong néi véi ai dau... Ong khong tin thi thdi dirng ké ciing
duwgc.”

Ibara néi vé coc can. Chac c6 nang khong néi doi dau. Khac vai
Chitanda, long hiéu ky chwa bao gio la wu tién hang dau cua Ibara ca.
Néu vi cau chuyén cta t6i ma gap rac rdi thi sé khong nghe nita, co
nang la di¥a c6 thé quyét dinh phan minh nhw vay.

Th tham do thé thoi, chi chac chan Ibara va ca Chitanda déu
khong phai la nhitng c6 nang nhiéu chuyén.
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“Té qua! Té qua! Ibara, cau khong thay c6 gi dang ngo a? Tai sao
Toogaito lai phai khoa ctra tw bén trong?”

Ibara van gii* nguyén bo mat xam xi:

“Thi vi khong muon bi ai lam phién ca, anh ay chang bao can nghi y
twong cho bai bao s6 dac biét con gi?”

“Vay trong phong dung cu thi sao? M@ ctra so, lai con bat quat.”

“Hay la anh ay khong chiu dugc nong?”

“Neéu thé thi phai dé chiéc quat & phia ctta s6 chi¥? PBang nay quat
lai & d6i dién civa s6. O vi tri d6, nhd ching may 1am roi cai hop biit dé
chdn giay thi to B1 & trén ban cha bi thoi bay di ay.”

Ibara bttt toc vé sot ruot.

“Thé thi lam sao??”

“Cau khong hiéu a? Toogaito mudn lam gi?”

“Néu noi dén thé thi toi biét roi. Bé thong gio chit gi? Chac anh ay
muon cho khéng khi vao phong ha?”

Toi gio ngon tay cai léen, danh tang 16i khen cho c6 nang. Nhung
Ibara ltic d6 chang t6 vé gi thich thy, chi hwéng anh mat di ché khéc.

“Thé tai sao lai thong gi6? Hay dé t6i ndi thém nhé! Tai sao
Toogaito, cau quy tir cia gia dinh c6 anh hvdng 16n trong nganh giao
duc, lai chui mot minh trong phong, khéa trai ctta, cai dat ca thiét bi
cam ng hong ngoai nita?”

“Poi... doi chdt! Cai gi ma cam tng hong ngoai? Ong bi ngd tiéu
thuyét trinh tham ha?”

“A, t0i chwra giai thich a?”

“Chinh cau 4y, chra xem quang cao cta cac hang do choi a? Gid c6
loai thiét bi bao dong khi tia hong ngoai bi cai gi dé chan lai, chwa dén
5000 yén la da mua duwgc roi.”

“Thit nhw thé & dau dwoc vay?”

“N6 duwoc nguy trang bang mot cai hop mau trang ¢ ngoai hanh lang
tang ba, doan ma tir cho d6 trd di chi c6 moi phong hop ctia cau lac bo
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Bao Twong dy. Néu chi co6 thé théi chac khéng biét dugc dau, cong
them ching cw hien truong khac va cai loa trong phong dung cu thi co
thé suy doan ra nhu vay.”

Ibara chau may cai roet.

“Ong dung 1a... hAm ning!”

“Sao lai no6i thé v6i mot nguwoi binh thwong dién hinh nhw t6i?...
T6i néi dén dau roi nhi? A a ding roi, tai sao lai phai cai dit thiét bi
cam ng hong ngoai dé nhanh chéng phat hién c6 nguwoi dang dén gan,
lai con nhat dinh phai théng gié trong phong bat chdp nguy co to Bl
bi th6i bay mat? Thé nao, Ibara

Bi hoi, Ibara tram ngam suy nghi. T6i ctt thé dgi mat lic.

Cubi cung, c6 nang tra 1oi bang mot giong nho nhe dén no6i khong
thé tin noi day la cai dita van an néi hiém héc thuwong ngay.

“...Mui...?”

T6i khé vo tay hai, ba lan.

“Pung thé, mudn khir mui la hwéng suy luan hop ly ding khong?
Néu nghi vay thi c6 thé thdy viéc anh ta b6c mui con khit doc cling
khong phai vi mac bénh wa sach sé. Vay thi mui ma anh ta mudén xéa
dén mic dy la? Trong anh ta khong co vé gi la dung thudc phién.”

“Néu vay, tic la...”

“Pung thé. T6i nghi la thudc 14... D€ hut thuéc ma bay bd ky cang
nhw vay c6 1€ 1a qua ky cong, nhung néu nghi dén danh ti€éng ctia nha
Toogaito, viéc cau quy t& bi phat hién c6 hanh vi pham phap co6 1€ la
diéu khong thé nao chdp nhan dwgc. Thém nita, lic nay hdi ciu ciling
biét la nha Toogaito c6 vai tro trong linh vic gido duc pho thong roi
ddy. Thoi bubi nay, bac si véi gido vién vdi canh sat, chi ngap thoi
cling da hitng chiu bua riu dv luan réi ay chit.”

“ ... Thi ra la thé. Néu vay thi anh ta ciing phai gong minh nhiéu
day chg.”
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Qua la thé. T6i ciling nghi nhv vay. Hoan canh thay doi thi van dé
cling thay doi. Sy dao dong trong thai do cua Toogaito khi biét
Chitanda la con gai nha Chitanda phai chang la do anh ta lo s¢ rang
néu chang may hanh vi cia minh bi bai 10 sé that mat mat vi doi
phuong la ngudi c6 lién quan trong gigi danh gia vong toc. Hay la vi
anh ta biét viéc Chitanda c6 gidc quan tinh nhay? Néu Chitanda khong
bi cam va khitu giac hoat dong binh thwong thi anh ta c6 khtr mui,
thong gié cach mdy, tham chi cdnh gidc dén mitc cdi cad 4o ngoai ra
chang nita, thi chac chan sw that van sé bi vach tran.

“A, nhung t6i khong hiéu néi sao anh ta thém hdt thudc trong
trrong dén mic day. Roi, cau da hai long chwa?”

T6i n6i vay thi &nh mét cia Ibara thay di. O, hién nguyén hinh roi,
anh mat lanh bang.

“Toi a? Toi hoi ong tai sao tap san lai @ day, chtt khong phai viéec
anh Toogaito da lam gi. Viéc 6ng dung chuyén hit thuéc dé bi mat uy
hiép anh ta va bat anh &y mang tap san dén thi t6i hiéu ro6i. Nhung tai
sao anh ay lai gidu tap san? R6t cudc thi n6 da & dau?”

U nhi, t6i quén béng mat. T6i néi o rang: “Trong hop y t& chit
dau!”

“O-re-ki- ?”

“0, t6i khong c6 dua ma. Van dé la hop y té nam & dau... Toogaito
da néi khi chuyén phong hop cau lac bo, anh ta chi khuan may thung
cac-tong. Vé diém nay thi anh ta khéng c6 ly do gi dé néi doi nén chac
la nhu thé that. Vay thi titc 1a hop y té van & trong phong do.”

Nhwng hinh nhw khong c6 ma?”

“Khong phai khéng c6. Ma la khong nhin thay. Cai hop ciling bi
giau... A khong, khong phai tdp san ma chinh ban than cai hop da bi
giau.”

T6i ngitng mot lic dé Ibara c6 thé tham y nghia cau noi dé roi ti€p
tuc:
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“Thé nén két cuc la tap san ciing bi giau theo. Tai sao anh ta lai
muon gidu cai hop thi di nhién ciling dinh dang dén thudc 1a. Trong can
phong do6 khong co6 ca thudc 14, bat Iwra, lan gat tan. May thit d6 chac
duwgc cat trong hop y té roi. Cau con nhd vé mat cia Toogaito khi toi
bdo anh ta cho phép tim trong phong ‘cung vdi thay Oide’ ch&? Chiéc
hép duwgc cat ¢ dau khong quan trong, nhung chac la ¢ dudi cai ban
d6. Anh ta quay mdy thung cac-tong lai dé gidu né di.”

Giai thich xong, t6i thd dai mot tiéng.

Toogaito da lam mot viéc xau. T6i khong dinh choi mot van khong
cong bang, nhung chac chan viéc anh ta gidu giém da bi bai 10 roi.
Con nguoi ai cling co hoan canh riéng, vay ma toi lai 1gi dung hoan
canh do6 dé gianh phan thang thi ciing khong dang hoang lam. Théi thi
danh mong anh ta chap nhan rang cudc gap go da qua vo duyén.

Khéng dé y lam dén Ibara dang 1ai nhai gi do, t6i nhan ra ngudi
dang 1€ sé hao hitng nhat trong may chuyén nhw nay lai dang im lang.
Toi quay lai.

“Chitanda?”

Chitanda dang xem dong tap san dat trén buc giang. Khéng mad tap san
ra, cd6 nang cham chd ngam tén bia. Sy nghiém tdc trong anh mat do
khién t6i nhé lai cudc gap & quan “Pineapple Sand”. Tinh hinh nay
chac chan la c¢6 nang khong hé nghe thdy cau chuyén cuta t6i roi.

“Sao thé, Chitanda?”

Xem chirng c6 nang ciling khong nghe thay t6i goi nén khéng con
cach nao khac t6i danh dirng day, vo vai Chitanda.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

“A, Oreki... Cau xem cai nay di!”

Chitanda chia cu6n tap san cam trén tay cho toi.

Kich thuwéc hai khé ngang doc gan bang cuén vé hoc sinh, vé do
day c6 thé néi la mong. Cudn tap san duong nhién duwgc dong theo
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kiéu ghim & gitta, song c6 vé thué han nha in lam nén nhin rat bai ban.
Tam bia mau nau trong nhu dugc lam bang da, trén d6 vé biém hoa
mot con thd va mot con cho san theo 16i tranh thuy mac giong nhw bo
tranh cuon “Diéu thd nhan vat hi hoa”*.

Mot dan tho quay thanh vong tron, gitta vong tron do la mot con
cho san va mot con thé dang can nhau. Rang nanh cta con ché ngoam
vao minh thé nhw sap stta can xé tan xac, con dbi rang ctra sac nhon
ctia con tho cling dang cam sau vao gay ké thu. Nho dugc vé theo kiéu
biém hoa nén bitc tranh khng mang vé thé thAm ma tréng buén cuoi,
nhung lai cling c6 phan ron rgn. Co6 cau “thé khon chét ché san bi mo
thit”*, nhung ¢ day thi la thé khén va ché san dang giao dau. Bay tho
xung quanh thi nhin ngam canh twgng d6 bang mot vé dé thwong la
lung...

Trén bitc tranh c6 chit. Dong chit “Kem Pa - S6 2” duwgc viét bang
thé chit Minh Triéu khong cau ky. Phat hanh ndm 1968... Xua that.
Va, céi twa de.

“Kem ba...” .

bay la tén cua tap san?

“Tya dé la that!”

Ibara nhom vao ttr sau vai toi,

“O ha. Tén khé hiéu ghé,”

Co0 nang tan dong.

Khi nghe tén goi 1€ hoi Kan-ya, t6i cling nghi tén goi cta sy vat s
viéc at han c6 ham chita y nghia twong dwong nao do. Hon nita, néu la
thit méi duwgc dat tén nhw tap san thi ndi dung va tén goi c6 moi quan
hé mat thiét la dwong nhién. Thé nhung t6i khong sao tim ra dwgc moi
lién quan gitta “Tap san cta cau lac bd Co6 bién” va “Kem D4”. Cho
du muc dich hoat déng ctia cau lac bo C6 Dbién la mot bi an di chang
nita, thi mot twa dé nhw vay van that kho hiéu.
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T6i chi vao bic tranh trén bia, thi hoi Ibara:

“Ibara, v@i tu cach la thanh vién cua cau lac bo Nghién citu Manga,
cau nghi sao vé tam bia nay?”

“Mot birc vé dep. Mdc du n6 hoan toan bé qua viéc phac thao co
ban va luat vién can, nhung t6i nghi 1a dep. A khéng, khong phai dep.
Ma la t6i thay thich.”

T6i hoi ngac nhién. Béi t6i von nghi gan nhw khong thé nao c6
chuyén Ibara phat biéu thang than minh yéu ghét cai gi. Tam bia nay
gdy an tuwgng dén thé vGi Ibara sao? Nhung cé vé ban than cé nang
cling khong chdp nhén viéc néi mot tiéng “thich” 1a xong nén khi tra
lai cuén “Kem Da” cho t6i, Ibara bat dau lau bau ty phan tich ban
than.

“U, c6 thé néi 1a thich. Mic du khong hén 1a dep... Rat xuét sic.
Khong phai vé nghé thuat ma la cach truyén téi...”

Trong khi d6 Chitanda, t6i cit ng& c6 nang van con dang xtic dong
vi da c6 trong tay tap san ao wdc bay 1au, nhwng hinh nhuw khéng phai.
Chang vui cling chang buon, nét mat vé6 hon nhu thé da bi quy hut
mau hit can cam xuc.

T6i lai hai:

“Chitanda, tap san nay lam sao co?”

Chitanda lién 16i t6i ra goc 16p.

“Chinh la cai nay.”

“Cai gi?”

Anh ta dwong téa chiéu sic cam ruc 18, hit béng 1én ngudi tiéu thu,
van v6i guwong mat thanh td nhung d6i mat khong anh 1én 14p lanh vi
hiéu ky nhu thwong 1€. Ro6i c6 nang thi tham nhuw thé thé 16 bi mat.

“T@, t& da tim thay cai nay. Thi ma t¢ da cho bac xem la cai nay.
T& da cam cai nay va hoi bac ay day la gi thé.”

O.

“Cau nhd ra roi a?”
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Chitanda khong tré 10i, chi vao “Kem P4 - S6 2” t6i dang cam.

“O trong ndy c6 viét vé bac t&. C6 chuyén gi d6 da xay ra, ba muoi
ba nam trwéc, ¢ cau lac bé Co6 Pién nay... Cau ma ra di!”

T6i 1at mot trang nhuw dugc bao. O d6 c6 ghi phan “Ldi tya”. D6 1a
doan van nhu thé nay:

Loi tva

Nam nay, mét mua lé hoi van héa nira lai dén.

Vay la da mét nam, ké tir khi Sekitaai-sempai roi xa.

Trong ndm qua, Sempai da tir mét anh hung trd thanh huyén thoai.
Lé hoi van héa nam nay ciing duoc té chitc hoanh trdng trong ndm
ngay.

Nhung, & mét goc trong ngoéi truong dang soi suc tung hoé huyén
thoai nay, toi trOm nghi.

Gid str muwoi ndm nira, liéu c6 ai con nhé dén nguoi chién si thdm
Idng, nguoi anh hung hao hiép dé hay khong? Liéu cuén “Kem Bd” -
do chinh Sempai ddt tén trong ngay cudi cung, cé con dugc luu gitr
hay khong?

Su chién ddu, hy sinh, va cd nu cwoi do ctia Sempai, tat cd déu sé
troi cung dong thoi gian vo tan.

Khoéng, nhu thé sé tét hon. Chiing ta khéng dugc nhé vé anh. Bdi
chuyén do, la diéu tuyét doi vang bong trong cdc thién anh hting ca.

Van vdt roéi sé mat di tinh cht quan ma theo dong chdy vinh hdng
cua ludt vién can lich st dé tré thanh C6 Dién.

Mot ngay nao do, chiing ta cua hién tai, liéu co tré thanh C6 Dién
cua ai do trong tuong lai?

Ngay 13 thang 10 nam 1968
Kooriyama Yoko

“Pay la...”

“Nam ngoai dugc nhac dén trong nay la ba muwoi ba nam trude. Suy
ra, Sekitani-sempai ctia cau lac b6 Co Dién chinh la bac t6. PBa co
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chuyén gi d6 xay ra v4i bac. Va cau trd 16i bac ay da noi cho t¢ biét, la
diéu c6 lién quan dén cau lac bo Co6 bién...”

Toi cwoi. Ma khong hé nghi tai sao Chitanda lai khong cudi.

“T6t qua roi con gi! La xong roi ditng khong?”

Trudc cau noi do cua t6i, vé vo hon cia Chitanda bién mat, guong
mat c6 bong t6i sam lai. N6i bang mot giong rat khé nhung cam giac
nhw nghen trong c6 hong:

“Nhung, t¢ khong thé nhd ra. Chi mot chit nita thoi ma, mot chit
nita thoi! Tri nhé cua td lai té thé nay hay sao? Ngay hom ay, bac t& da
néi diéu gi ch¥? Ba mwoi ba nam truwde, da cd chuyén gi xay ra véi
bac ay?”

Tiéng nghen nghet nghe lac di, 1a do bénh cam hay do nwéc mat?

Chitanda...

Toi noi:

“Cung tim hiéu xem sao!”

T6i nghi minh da néi bang mot giong khong lanh lung.

T6i nhan lai cuén “Kem B4 - S6 2” tir Chitanda dang chim trong
anh chiéu ta nguwgc sang, trong d6 c6 doan van ctia ba mwoi hai nam
tredc. Trong do viét vé Sekitani - ngwoi da dat cai tén Kem Da ky la
cho cu6n tap san, va vé viéc ngwdi anh hung sé bi quén lang.

DPay la co hdi tot. La tia sang chiéu roi gitta mit mu tim kiém. Néu
Chitanda thwe sy c6 thé 1ay lai dwgc qua khi, thi manh moi khong thé
la gi khac ngoai cai nay, toi hét sitc tin twdng nhu vay.

Chinh vi thé, toi lai n6i mot 1an nita:

“Bon minh th tim hiéu la dwgc ma. Chuyén ctia ba muwoi ba nam
trugce.”

“Nhung...”

Chitanda vé hoang mang.

“Nguoi ta viét la ‘ching ta khong dugc nhé’.”

T6i thdy bat ngo truwedc sy nhut chi do.
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“Nhung cdu mudn nhé ra ma?”

“Pwong nhién. Nhwng, néu tim hiéu...”

Chitanda ngap ngung:

“... Néu tim hiéu, biét dau sé la chuyén bat hanh. Trén dgi van ton
tai nhitng sy that nén quén di thi hon dung khong?”

Chitanda, cau lanh qua.

“Ké ca chuyén cia ba mwoi ba nam vé truéc?”

“Khong phai sao?”

T6i lac dau.

“Khong phdi. Trong d6 ciling viét diy thoi. ‘Van vat réi sé mat di
tinh chi quan ma theo dong chdy vinh hang cua luat vién can lich st
dé tré thanh Co Dién’.”

“Cai nay goi la sitc manh thoi gian day.”

T6i nan mot nu cwdi. Chitanda khong cwdi theo nhung gat dau.

Hon nita.

Pung thé, hon nita. T6i van gitt nguyén nu cwdi ma cam thdy hi
hitng ca trong long. Tuy néi la tim hiéu nhwng khong mat cong dén
thé. Néu trong cudn tap san so 2 da viét vé “chuyén cia nam ngoai”,
thi viéc da xdy ra véi Sekitani khong cé ly nao lai khong dwoc viét
trong s6 dau tién. Nhay mat la xong. Giita viéc né tranh van dé va viéc
gidi quyét van dé ma viéc giai quyét dé dang hon thi khoi can néi nén
chon cai nao.

... Nhung t6i da chua quan. Ibara ndy gio im lang luc tim trong dong
tap san bong noi giong burc boi:

“Cai gi thé nay! Sao lai chi thiéu moi s6 dau tién!”

T6i da phai mat mot lic mdi ngd ra y nghia cta cau néi do.
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V1

o~

Qua khit cia cau lac bo Co Dbién day
vinh quang

Mot ngay cudi thang Bay khi bon t6i dang trong ky nghi he. Toi dap
xe trén con duong quen thudc, hwéng vé treong Kamiyama. Néu di bo
cling chi mat hai mwoi phit, con di xe dap thi chang dang bao nhiéu.
Sau khi giai lao bang mét lon ca phé den nhw moi khi & may ban hang
tw dong trén duong, toi tiép tuc dap men theo bo séng mot doan, qua
bénh vién ré vao la da thdy cong chinh cta treong Kamiyama. Va t6i
kinh ngac hét stic.

Dang nghi he co ma?

Khap san treong la titng nhom hoc sinh mac dong phuc mua he
dang lap rap nhitng dao cu 16n. Tiéng nhac cu bo hoi, ghi-ta dién, sdo.
Hoc sinh dong dén noi tir day 16p hoc dac biét cach dé6 mot doan ciing
c6 thé biét duge. Muc dich cuaa ho la gi thi con phai héi, 1é hoi Kan-ya.
No6i vé khodn s6i ndi thi sau khi bwdc vao nghi he, treong lai cang tran
day nang lwgng hon. Hoc sinh dang tu lai nhu bay kién nhung nhic
hinh nhw dang ho hao thé nay... “Nao chuan bj thoi! Sap tdi 1€ hoi roi!
Nhan lac khéng c6 nhitng gio hoc phién phitc, chiing ta tranh thu
chuan bi cho ra tro nao!”

To6i ci thé ngam dam hoc sinh tran day nang lwgng ay dwge mot lic
thi thdy c6 ngudoi dang 16c céc chay dén. La Fukube Satoshi. Satoshi
mac quan do thwong véi do cdc, quan sooc va deo mot cai ba 16 nhé
trong rat thé thao.
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«O)1”

bam thanh vién cta cau lac bo Acappella dang luyén thanh gitta san
treong cling phai giat minh quay laivi cai giong ky di d6 cua Satoshi.
T6i dén nuwdc dinh quay xe bo chay nhung nghi thé nao lai kim duwoc,
thay vao do, han vira chay tdi toi lién da cho mot cai nhw kiéu chan
lai:

“Oi, gi thé Hotaro! Sao ty dung bao luc vay!”

“Con ddm md& miéng! Cau khong biét xau ho hay khong co6 ti khai
niém git trat ty noi cong cong a?”

Satoshi nhun vai.

Xem chung khong o that.

“Xin 16i nhé, cudc hop cta cau lac b Thu Cong kéo dai qua.”

“Bon cau lam cai quai gi vay?”

“Lé hoi Kan-ya nam nay, cau lac bo Tha Cong sé khau mot tam
tham hinh Man-da-la*. C6 chit rac réi xdy ra nén bon t@ hop dé nghi
doi sach.”

Vit va qua ta. Ca cau, ca Toogaito va hang trdm hoc sinh truong
nay nita.

“Thé tai liéu bén nay thi sao?”

Toi noi vé cham chgc nhung Satoshi phan phao lai y nguyeén:

“Té mai phai hoi cau sao r6i ay! Du gi cling la cong viéc bd ngd
v0Oi cau ma, cO nay ra y twong hay ho gi khong?”

T6i tut cd hitng vi minh mdi la ngwdi hdi co ma, nhwng van tra 10i:

“0), ciing tam.”

“O? Hiém ghé nhi, t& ct twdng Hotaro sé tim cach 14p liém cho qua
chuyén co... Gio td di lay xe, dgi chat nhé!”

Tén xac xuwgc ndi vay roi lai 16c céc chay vé phia nha dé xe.
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Muo6n biét tai sao trong ky nghi hé quy gia t6i lai chiu dong tay dong
chan vao viéc gi khac ngoai viéc ngu nwéng, hon thé nita con hen gap
Satoshi, thi phai quay lai mét tuan trudc. Ngay ma ching t6i c6 trong
tay cudn “Kem D4”, tim thady béng dang ctia Sekitani Jun & trong do,
va roi phat hién ra thiéu mat cudn tap san so dau tién ma chac han cé
ghi lai toan b cau chuyén. T6i da tuyén bo rang néu khong c6 s6 dau
tién thi chuyén sé khac, t6i khong sitc dau lo chuyén bao dong dén thé
nhung da qud mudn, t6i chang nhdn ra rang minh da vugt séng
Rubicon* ttr 1au 1am roi.

Biét ro khong thé nao thuyét phuc dugc c6 nang Chitanda dang non
néng nén téi danh dwa ra phwong an thoa hiép. Néu that sw buwdc vao
cudc truy tim qua kht thi chi c6 hai ngudi la khong du ca ve tri va lyc.
Co nhan ciling c6 cau “ba cdy chum lai nén hon mii cao”. C6 thé cau
cam thay khong thoai mai 1am, nhwng néu khong cé sy trg gitp it nhat
la cua Satoshi va Ibara thi kha nang cudc diéu tra thanh cong la vo
cung mong manh, t6i da néi nhu vay.

Nghe thé Chitanda gat dau ngay lap tirc.

“Co lé vay.”

T6i chung hitng khong hiéu 1a vi sao ludn, lic & quan “Pineapple
Sand” c6 nang con t6 vé kho chiu dén thé co ma. Phai chang Chitanda
da y thitc rd vé s can thiét ctia viéc yéu cau trg giup, hay vi manh moi
thuc té dang ¢ tredc mat ma co nang khong con dé y dén thé dién nita,
hodc cling c6 thé tiéu thw chi 1a mot c6 nang thit thudng sGm nang
chiéu muwa, diéu nay thi t6i khong thé két luan duwgc. Nhung tredec mat
ngay ngay hom sau, phién hop khan cap cda cau lac b Co6 bién da
dwoc triéu tap.

Ngoi ¢ ghé cha tich, Chitanda tém tat lai y chinh cia cau chuyén da
néi vdi téi roi bay to:

“Té rat to mo, chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi bac t& ba muwoi ba nam
trugce.”
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Ibara hao hirng:

“Trang bia nay rat 16i cudn t¢. Néu gidi ma dugc birc vé, biét dau sé
thanh ban thao cho cau lac bd Nghién cttu Manga.”

Satoshi ciling hua theo:

“L6p hau boi ctia ba muoi ba nam sau sé tim cau tra 10i vé thién anh
huing ca gia doi a? Vira dung ldc t¢ dang tra ctru vé thoi ky do.”

Hai phiéu tan thanh. Con t6i thi du sao cling chang c6 quyén phu
quyét nén ciing c6 doi 16i du khéng c6 hitng phat biéu gi:

“Pang nao cling chuwa quyét dinh y twéng cho tap san. Sé rat nhan
néu sau khi tim hiéu viéc nay, bon minh ldy dé lam dé tai tap san luon,
tat nhién sé khéng dé 16 chuyén cia Chitanda... Khéng, m4t miii tén
tring hai dich. A, khong, s& 1am ra mot cuén tap san chét lwong day
ch!”

bé xudt hét sirc lac quan lai con thAm nhuan tinh than tiét kiém
nang lwgng dé dugc tat ca thong qua, va thé la viéc diéu tra cau lac b
Co6 Dbién ba muoi ba nam tredce cling nhu truong Kamiyama trd thanh
wu tién sO mot cua cac thanh vién.

Xe dap cna Satoshi la mot chiéc xe dia hinh. Nhin cdu ta madc quan
so6c toi mdi thady d6i chan Satoshi kha la co bap, trai vdi vé ngoai gay
go thap bé. Toi biét, nhitng linh vie kién thitc 16i cudn cau ta thi da
dang lam, nhung vé khodn van dong thi c6 1é Satoshi chi trung thanh
v@i so thich dap xe thoi.

Nhan tién, xe dap ctia t6i la mot em mini. Khong c6 gi ddc biét phai
de cap ca.

Chung t6i di ngugce lai con duwong doc bo song, vao trong thanh pho
r6i ra khéi d6. Khi dén doan nhitng canh dong trai ngit mat xen giita
cac ngdi nha, ching t6i dirng xe r6i chui vao dwdi mai hién mot cira
hang thudc 14 dé tranh cai nang gay gat cia mua hé. Toi rut chiéc khan
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¢ trong tdi deo trén vai va lau 1ay lau dé mo hoi dang tda ra roi nghi
mot luc.

A, m6 héi ra nhiéu that! Khoai ghé!

T6i thi chang hé nghi thé. T6i chi nghi tai sao con ngwoi ta néu
khong di chuyén thi khong thé dat duwgc muc dich co chi. Rang, cudc
cach mang théng tin cia chiing ta van chwa duwgc hoan thanh, 6i cac
dong chi, hady vi t6i ma no lwc hon nita di!

“Satoshi, van con xa a?”

Satoshi cat khan tay vao tui, dap:

“Khong, tam mwoi phat nita. D1 nhién la theo t6c do cua Hotaro.”

ROi cau ta cuoi.

“Néu thay cau sé kinh ngac ddy. C6 tim khap ving Kamiyama thi
dinh thy nha dién chu Chitanda van thudc hang nhat nhi.”

Theé thi t6i cling hao hitc. Nhat dinh t6i phai hoi thr xem lau don vat
va dén mirc nao. T6i lai 1ay khan lau mo6 hoi mét 1an nita réi ném vao
gio xe va leo lén yeén.

T6i bat dau dap thi Satoshi phong 1én trwdc dé dan dwong. Sau khi
qua may nga tw, co Ié tiép theo chi can thang tién nén Satoshi di ngang
bang t6i. Chung to6i dap song song mot lic. Khong biét tir khi nao con
duong da len vao gitra nhitng thira rugng.

Satoshi dap xe vé rat thong tha, cau ta con v ¥ gi d6 bang giong miii
nhuw thé sap hat. Vé madt Satoshi von lic nao cling mim cwdi, nhung
hom nay tréng cau ta con phén pho hon. Thay thé, t6i bong muon héi:

“Satoshi!”

“Ha?”

“Trong cau vui nhi?”

Satoshi chang thém quay vé phia t6i, dap giong hao hirng:

“Vui cht sao, dap xe dung la mot tha vui! Troi xanh! May trang!
Nghe thi té nhat ddy nhuing con tir ngit nao hon thé dé dién ta nita dau,
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dwgc lao vun vt trén doi chan ctia minh dwéi bau trdi nay! Thit 6 thé
sanh v&i cam giac khoan khoai nay...”

To6i thang thitng xen vao cau dua cta Satoshi: “Khéng phai, ma la
doi hoc sinh cta cau i!” Satoshi ngay 1ap titc to vé cut hitng, dap:

“A... Cau chuyén mau hong dy ha?” Van nhé rd nhi, chuyén cia
tan hon ba thang triedc. Hinh nhw Satoshi dap cham lai, mat van hwéng
vé phia truéc, tiép tuc:

“T¢ dy a, Hotaro. Du xung quanh nhw thé nao thi thudc tinh co béan
cda té van la mau hong.” “Khong, hong twoi méi ding.”

“Ha ha, dwgc day. Néu thé thi Hotaro 1a mau xam nhi.”

“Lan trwdc cau cling noi thé r6i”

Giong t6i bong trd nén déu déu, nhwng Satoshi chang té vé gi la dé
y ca.

“Thé a? Nhung ma, t¢ noi diéu nay chwa nhi? Té bao cau mau xam
khong phdi c6 y miét thi dau “

“V1i du, vi thudc tinh co béan cua té la mau hong twoi nén ngwoi khac
c6 dinh nhuém t¢ thanh mau hong di chang nita cling khong dwogc. TG
sé khong dé minh bién chat dau.”

T6i tréu choc:

“Thé co a? Co khi bién chat ma cau khong biét thi sao?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén!”

Satoshi khang dinh bang mot giong qua quyét dén bat ngo.

“Gi thé Hotaro, chac vi td ba dau sau tay ¢ Ban Hanh chinh va cau
lac bo Thu Coéng nén cau mdi noéi thé chiv gi? Khong dua dau, ti viéc
gitp 1én lich trinh 1é hdi Kan-ya cho dén dan tham Man-da-la, tat ca
déu la vi hop vdi sé thich cta té. Néu khéng nhw vay, ai lai di hy sinh
cd ngay Chua nhat, cd ky nghi he, va cad niém vui thu dap xe dé dén
treong co chir?”

“Khong dén sao?”
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“Khi xa hoi can thi phai biét cong hién tri va lwc. Va lai vé chuyén
dé thi Hotaro ciling khong khac t& may dau! Hotaro mau xam thi cho
du nguwdi cam co c6 vay co va ho ‘Tat ca thanh vién mau hong!” di
nita, cau ciing khong thé thanh mau hong dwoc dau.”

R6i cau ta ngirng mot hoi, tiép tuc bang giong da diu xudng mot
chut:

“Té ma miét thi thi sé néi cdu khéng mau co!” Chi néi thé xong
Satoshi im lang. T6i thay toan than minh dang chay lén dudi anh nang
mat troi, toi ngam lai 10i cia Satoshi.

Roi lam mat cau c6:

“T'é c6 muon dugce long cau”

“Khong sai!”

Satoshi cao giong, T6i lai cwoi. Cwoi xong cau ta noi:

“Nhin kia, dén roi do, Hotaro! Kia la dinh thw nha Chitanda.”

Nha Chitanda & do6, litng litng gitta nhitng canh dong thang canh co
bay, goi la dinh thw qua hgp ly. Toa dinh thy dwgc xay mot tang theo
16i nha Nhat, bao quanh bdi hang rao cay. Nhin vé phia c6 huéng nuwéc
chay thi hinh nhw trong vueon c6é mot cai ao, nhung tir bén ngoai thi chi
thdy nhitng hang thong duwoc cat tia dep dé. Phia trwdc canh cong ma
rong da dugc vay san nwdck.

“Thé nao, tuyét voi phai khong?”

Satoshi ti hao c@ nhw nha minh vay, tiéc thay t6i lai khong c6 kién
thitc gi vé nha truyén thong Nhat Ban hay vieon Nhat Ban. Thé nén toi
khong ro toa dinh thy nay tuyét voi nhw thé nao, toi chi nghi mét diéu
la that hay khi né khong gdy cdm giac gia chi mudn hwéng dén sy
phong lvu hay hoa my.
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Ngam nghia tda nha mot lic, t6i nhin dong ho deo tay. Vira ding
gio hen... Khong, hoi tré roi.

“Bi nao, bon Chitanda dang dgi.”

“A, rnhi!... Hotaro nay!”

“Gi thé?”

“Nguoi giap viéc sé ra don chi nhi?”

T6i phét 10. T6i budc qua cong, giam 1én nhitng hon da va bam
chudng trede cira nha.

“... Vang!”

Dgi mot ldc thi bén trong c6 ngwoi ra maé cua, chinh la Chitanda
Emi. Duong nhw bénh cam hé da khoi han, giong c6 nang lai trong
veo nhw moei khi. Chitanda khong budc téc ma tha sudng, hop véi
chiéc vay lién mau xanh 14 ma.

“Minh dang doi cac cau.”

Co6 1é bat man vi nguoi giap viéc da khong 16 dién nén Satoshi khé
tac lwdi, nhuwng da bi toi nghe thay.

Bon t6i cdi giay & bac thém rdi da r6i theo Chitanda di 1én hanh
lang lat go.

“Cac cau dé xe dap & dau thé?”

“Pé dau thi dugc?”

“Pé dau cling dugc.”

Thé thi héi dé lam gi nhi?

Cubi cung bon t6i dirgc dan t6i mot can phong vdi hai mat 1a ctra
trot shoji*, mé ctra ra gio lua vao mat rwgi. Vi tran nha cao nén co 1é
cang cam thay mat. Dién tich khodng... mudi chiéu. Rong that.

“Tré nhi.”

Ibara da dén trudc. Chac c6 viéc cong gi do ¢ trwong hay sao ma
moi minh c6 nang mdc dong phuc. Trén chiéc ban hoi anh 1én mau
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nau dam, may to tai liéu da dugc bay san. Cuaa Ibara chang? Tich cuc
ra tro.

“Céc cau ngoi di.”

Bi giuc, t06i ng6i xuéng doi dién Ibara. Chitanda ngo6i ¢ ghé chu nha
nén Satoshi chiém vi tri cao nhat danh cho khach* con lai. Hiém cé ga
dan O6ng nao ngoi trwdc tokonoma* trong lai chang hop gi ca nhu thé.
Satoshi rit vai t0 photo tir chiéc tai vai gut day. T6i cling kéo khoa
chiéc tai deo vai, 1ay ra t& photé - thanh qua lao luc to 16n. Ibara dang
quay but c6 vé da chuan bi xong xubi, Chitanda dat cai khay dung tap
gidy lén ban.

“Nao...”

Chitanda noi:
“Bon minh bat dau budi thao luan nhé.”

Tat ca lién cui dau chao.

Rét ty nhién, Chitanda dam nhan vai tro nguwdi diéu hanh cudc hop. Co
ay la chu tich ma, t6i cling chang c6 y kién.

“Té xac nhan lai muc dich cudc hop lan nay. Ban dau, la ky niém ca
nhan cda t¢. Sau do, bang viéc phat hién ra cuén ‘Kem B4’ vira roi,
ching ta da biét rang ky niém cua t& c6 thé lién quan dén sy kién da
xdy ra & cau lac bo C6 bién ba mwoi ba nam trudc. Muc dich ctia cudc
hop la dé néu gia thiét vé sy kién ba muwoi ba nam trueéc nay la gi.
Ngoai ra, néu xac minh dugc sy that nao do thi ching ta dy dinh sé lay
dé lam bai viét cho tap san cta cau lac b6 nam nay.”

Quan tdm chinh cta Ibara la thiét ké ctia tdim bia chit khong phai
ban than vu viéc, nhung c6 nang khéng c6 vé gi bat man. Co thé vi
Ibara nhin nhan rang tdm bia ky la cling bat nguon tit sy kién do
chang, hay vi gitta c6 nang va Chitanda da c6 sy thong nhat?
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“Trong mot tudn qua, bon minh da phan c6ng va tim kiém nhiéu tai
liéu. Ttrng ngudi mot sé bao cao két qua diéu tra, sau dé két hop cac
gia thiét ctia moi ngwoi vé sy kién da xay ra ba mwoi ba nam trudc,
ching ta sé dwa ra mot gia thiét hop ly it mau thuan nhat. D6 la muc
dich cua ngay hom nay.”

O thé sao? Toi twédng diéu minh da nghe tir Chitanda chi la moi
nguoi sé cung mang tai liéu dén thoi chit. Hinh nhw lam gi c6 viéc dwa
ca gia thiét... Nhung liéc nhin vé mat cia moi ngwoi thi ca Satoshi lan
Ibara déu khéng mdy may dao dong. Néu vay thi la tdi da nghe sét
sao? Té that. Du thé nao t6i chac cling sé thoat dwgc théi nhung cling
c® chuan bi tinh than da.

Chitanda, khong hé cam trén tay thit gi c6 vé nhw to lich trinh cudc
hop, dwa mat nhin tirng ngwdi mét roi tiép tuc giai thich mét cach troi
chay:

“Trinh ty sé 1a, phat tai liéu va bao cdo, tiép theo la phan hoi dap
néu cé thac mac, sau dé ngudi bao cao sé néu gia thiét, réi moi nguoi
cung thao luan xem xét gia thiét d6. Trong lic mot nguwdi bao cao thi
yéu cau nhitng nguoi khac khong dat cau hoi... Vi nhu thé sé 16n x6n
mat. Nao, hay bat dau phan bao cao dau tién thoi!”

Cha, c6 nang dan chwong trinh hay day chit! Nang khiéu it ai ng@
chang?

A khoéng, chinh Chitanda ciing titng néi c6 dy mudn xem xét sy vat
hién twgng nhw mot hé thong. Vay thi cling chang c6 gi la néu c6 nang
c6 tai thiét 1ap cac quy tac.

“M0i bao cdo dau tién... Ai?”

“Chi-chan, bat dau twr ai vay?”

“...0... tm. T ai thi dwgc nhi?”

Thé ma lai vap & cho khong ngd. Khong biét nén goi la mot co6 nang
dé hiéu hay la dén hanh dong cling dugc hé thong héa day? Tai 1én
tiéng vdi Chitanda dang ling ting:

“Ai ma chang dugc, Chitanda, bat dau tw cau di!”
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Binh thwong thi ngudi dan chwong trinh sé khong phat biéu, nhung
dang nao Chitanda ciing phéi bao céo, hon nita dé c6 nang di buéc dau
tién theo hinh thitc chinh minh da dé xuwéng chac chan sé tr6i chay
hon. Chitanda gat dau:

“U, diing thé, 1am nhv vay di. Vay thi... bon minh s& bit dau tr t&
roi lan lwot bao cao theo chiéu kim dong ho nhé.”

Noi roi, Chitanda bat dau phat tai liéu dé trong khay.

Nhin sg qua thi thdy do la phan 10i tya ctia cudén “Kem Da - S6 2” -
tai liéu goc khéi dau cho sv viéc. Ra la bam vao khai nguon. Cé thé
goi la cach tiép can nhw vay. Toi doc lai doan van da tirng xem qua
mot lan.

Loi tua
Nam nay, mét mua lé hoi vdn héa nira lai dén.
Vay la da mét nam, ké tir khi Sekitaai- sempai roi xa.
Trong ndm qua, Sempai dd tir mét anh hung tré thanh huyén
thogi. Lé hoi vdn héa nam nay ciing dugc té6 chitc hoanh trdng
trong nam ngay.
Nhung, & mét goc trong ngoéi truong dang so6i suc tung hé huyén
thoai nay, toi trom nghi.
Gia stt muoi ndm nita, liéu cé ai con nhé dén nguoi chién si thadm
Idng, nguoi anh hung hao hiép dé hay khéng? Liéu cuén “Kem
Dd” - do chinh Sempai ddt tén trong ngay cudi cung, co con
duoc luu gitr hay khong?
Sw chién dadu, hy sinh, va cd nu cwoi dé cua Sempai, tat ca déu sé
troi cung dong thoi gian vo tan.
Khoéng, nhu thé sé tot hon. Chiing ta khéng dugc nhd vé anh. Bdi
chuyén do, la diéu tuyét doi vang bong trong cdc thién anh hting
ca.
Van vdt roi sé mdt di tinh chu quan ma theo dong chdy vinh hdng
cua ludt vién can lich st dé tré thanh Co6 Dién.
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Mot ngay nao do, chiing ta cta hién tai, liéu cé tré thanh cé dién
cua ai do trong tuong lai?
Ngay 13 thang 10 nam 1968

Kooriyama Yoko

Hang giong mot tiéng, Chitanda bat dau giai thich.

“Tai liéu t¢ da tim kiém chinh la cuon ‘Kem D4&’. Bdi té nghi can
phdi ndm r6é xu hwdng cac bai viét cia ‘Kem P4’ hang nam, hon nita
néu la viéc dugc dé cap & phan 10i twa thi c6 kha nang ciing dugc noi
dén trong cac bai viét khac. Tuy nhién, mac du da nam dugc ndi dung,
nhuwng dang tiéc thay, van ban cé dé cap téi chuyén xay ra ba muoi ba
ndm trede chi c6 phan 16i tya nay. Néu tap trung vao doc né thi ciing
duwgc, nhung néu c6 so dau tién... Tam thoi thi nhitng sy that t¢ thu
dwgc tir phan 101 tra dugce tom tat trong tai liéu nay.”

Co nang phat cho moi nguwoi to gidy thi hai.

Viéc “Sempai” da roi xa (ttr dau?)

Viéc “Sempai” & thoi diém ba muoi ba nam trwde la mot anh
hung, va tré thanh huyén thoai vao ba mwoi hai nam truéc

Viéc “Sempai” la mot “ngwoi chién si tham lang”, “anh hung hao
hiép”

Viéc “Sempai” da dat tén tap san la. “Kem ba”

Viéc da cé dau tranh va hy sinh (hy sinh = “Sempai”?)

«Q1”
Qua la y chinh dwgc tom Iwgce tai tinh. T6i khong khoi thot 1én tiéng
cam than, nhung ngam tht thi ngoai viéc la hién than cta long hiéu
ky, Chitanda con la nguwdi cé thanh tich hoc tdp cao. Néu khong gioi
nam bat y chinh thi khong thé nao dat diém cao trong cac ky thi dugc.
Dgi cho moi nguwdi c6 da thoi gian dé doc qua mot luwgt to tai liéu,
Chitanda tiép tuc giai thich.
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“Diém dau tién, ‘sempai’, titc bac t6, da béd hoc & truong
Kamiyama, 1y lich hoc ba cao nhat la t6t nghiép cap hai. Luan diém
nay nhu vay la 6n ding khong?”

Sekitani Jun da bé hoc & trweong Kamiyama. T6i khong qua bat ngo
khi Chitanda binh than néu ra sy that méi nay. Lic doc dwoc cau “ké
t khi Sekitani- sempai roi xa” trong 10i tua, toi da doan c6 1é la nhw
vay.

Nhwng dau vay thi 16 nao Chitanda lai khong biét dwoc nguyén nhan
bd hoc ctia bac nhé vao cdc méi quan hé ho hang w?... Khong, c6 1€ 1a
khong thé. Néu c6 thé, chac chdn c6 nang da tim cach ti 1au r6i. N6i
md&i nhd, chang phéi khi & “Pineapple Sand”, c6 nang da bao nha
Sekitani va nha Chitanda da trd nén xa cach do sao?

“Tiép theo lién quan dén muc 2, t& nghi day chi la m6t hién twong
binh thwong khi cung vdi thoi gian, cau chuyén dugc phong dai 1éen.
Muc 3 tha vi phai khong? Tam thoi chwa xét dén viéc ‘sempai’ hao
hiép va tham lang, nhung ta da biét dwgc ‘sempai’ vira la mét chién si
vira la anh hung. Ttéc la ‘sempai’ da chién dau vGi cai gi d6 ding
khong? Diéu nay cling thong nhat véi muc 5. Pa xdy ra dau tranh,
‘sempai’ trd thanh chién si, thanh anh hung, va réi hy sinh. Muc 4
thi..., mdc du t¢ rat to mo nhwng n6 khéng phai la van dé cidp bach.
Béo céo cua td xin hét. Cac ciu cé cau héi gi khong?”

T6i nghi 1a khong cé diém gi bat thwong, vé phia minh, to6i khéng c6
y gi.

Trong gio hoc binh thuwdng, ngwdi dat cau hoi chac chi cé tén ham
(t&c Satoshi), nhung néu mot nhom it nguwdi va déu quen biét nhau thi
chang viéc gi phai rut ré ca. Thuc té la Ibara da ngay lap tirc phat biéu;

“Neé, sao cau lai hoan toan bé qua cau ‘chuyén do, la diéu tuyét doi
vang bong trong cac thién anh hung ca’ & trong nay?”

T6i thay Satoshi lam bam gi d6 nhw mudn néi “chuyén d6 dé hiéu
thoi”. Nhung do lai 1a diém lich sy kho hiéu cua Satoshi khi cau ta
khong chen ngang Chitanda.
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Trong khi d6 Chitanda ngay lap titc tra 10i, nhw thé dé la cau hoéi da
c6 san 1oi dap.

“Vi d6 1a cdm nhan ca nhan cta nguwoi viét. C6 phai la thién anh
hung ca hay khong con tuy thudc cach nhin cia moi nguwai.”

“Hon ntta...”

DBgi Chitanda két thiic cau néi, Satoshi méi bo sung y kién:

“Co6 thé n6 chi cé y nghia rang cudc chién da xay ra khong thyc sy
hoanh trang dep dé nhw mot thién anh hung ca, ma biét dau tam
thuwong hon thé. Vi la cdm nhan c4 nhan nén bé qua la rat chuan.”

Xem churng Ibara da thdéa man v6i cau tra 10i.

Ngoai ra khong con cau hoi nao khac.

“Vay thi t& sé néu gia thiét ctia minh nhé.”

Giogng diéu cua Chitanda hoan toan khong khac binh thwong, khong
co ve gi la ty tin nhung cling khong de dat. Trén tay co nang khong cé
to ghi nhd hay gi ca.

“Bac té da chién dau vGi céi gi d6. Va da bo hoc. Du khong thé
khang dinh, nhung sé hgp 1y néu suy nghi rang két qua ctia cudc chién
la bac ay da ra khéi trwong phai khéng? Con mot diém nita ¢ day, t&
da tht nghi dén maot yéu t6 ngoai nam muc ké trén. La cho ‘vay la da
mot nam’.

“Ttc la, thoi diém bac té thoi hoc ding vao dip 1é hoi Kan-ya cua
mot nam tredc do. Nhan tién, t& nghe dugc tr mot nguoi ban dang hoc
Treong trung hoc thwong mai Kamiyama thi 1€ hoi van h6a nam ngoai
bén trrong do da co sy kién xay ra.”

Satoshi noi, vé hén ho:

“Bao dong & 1é hoi van hoa, phai khong? Ngwoi ban bi uy hiép &
sau gian hang va toan b6 doanh thu da boc hoi.”

Chitanda gat dau.

“T¢ nghe noi trong mot hé thong nhat dinh sé ton tai nhitng phan t&
chong doi lai hé thong do6. Viéc cé nguwdoi phan khang lai cac sy kién
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trong nam nhu 1€ hoi van héa, hoi thao, hay 1é tot nghiép, t& c6 thé coi
la diéu pho bién. Con mdt diém nita, cac cau hdy xem trang hai muoi
tw cta SO tay hoc sinh treong Kamiyama!”,

Biét 1a thé nhung cling khong ai c6 thé 14y cudn So6 tay hoc sinh ra
dwgc. Buong nhién roi, lam gi dita nao mang bén minh mot thi nhw
thé!

“... Moi nguoi sao vay?”

“Tiéc la t& dé so tay ¢ nha r6i. Thé trong do viét gi?”

“... Ching 18, moi nguoi khong bao gid mang né theo sao? A,
khéng, &... Um. Viét thé ndy: ‘Nghiém cdm cac hanh vi bao lyc’. Cé
nghia 1a, gia thiét cua té nhu thé nay.”

Hoan toan khong doi giong, Chitanda tiép tuc: “Lé hdi Kan-ya nam
do that buon 1a da tré thanh muc tiéu ctia nhitng nguoi gay bao dong 1€
hdi. Co6 1€ bac té da dung sitc manh thé chat dé phan khang. Két qua la
tuy bac ay tr@ thanh anh hung nhung da bi dudi hoc vi st dung bao
lwc. Pau buon vi diéu dé, hoc sinh 16p dwdi da viét doan van nay.

Co thé nghi nhv vay dugc khong?”

T6i m@ miéng gan nhu cung lic v6i Satoshi.

“Bac bo.”

“Xin 16i nhé, Chitanda.”

Con Ibara thi hinh nhw dang cé diéu gi nghi ngoi hay sao ma chi
nhin hai dra toi chtt khong phai Chitanda.

Trong khi dd, du bi ca hai phia dong thoi phan doéi nhuwng Chitanda
khong hé nhiu may 1dy mot 1an. Tw thai do dé, truc gidc cia toi mach
bao rang cé l1é Chitanda khong c6 y dinh bao vé gia thiét ctia minh t&i
cung. Du gia thiét cia minh chi dé lam nén nhung van khong hé xau
ho, thai do do that dang né.

“Khong dwoc sao cac cau? Hay cho t¢ biét 1y do!”
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Chitanda khé hoi va anh mat ching t6i giao nhau nén t6i nhin vai
noi:

“Du cau da no6i ludn cé cac phan tir chéng doi lai hé théng, nhung
ngay ca hoi gdy bao dong lé hoi néu khong so mui dwoc gi chac sé
khong gdy chuyén dau. Ma, Chitanda. Cau con nhé lan dau tién khi
cau dé cap tGi chuyén lam tap san, t& da ndi gi dé phan doi khong?”

Chitanda dwa mat nhin khong trung mot lic:

“Cau bao lam tap san qua tén cong.”

“T¢ da no6i thé a? Cai khac co.”

“Céai khac a? Um... Nguoi viét chi c6 ba méng thi khong nén tro
trong gi. Nhung ma, bén ngudi chir!”

Co 1é phdi n6i qua la tri nhd siéu pham! Toi da néi thé a? Cong
nhan néu nhé dugce chi tiét ay thi dung la khong tam thwong dau.
Nhung ma Chitanda, t& c6 néi thé di nita thi thoi diém do6 thanh vién
cau lac bo chi c6 ba nguoi ma?

“Cai khac co.”

“... Cau bao, van con cach khac. Chang han...”

Co 1€ cudi cung ciling hiéu ra, Chitanda vo0 hai tay tr6c nguc:

“La gian hang! Cau bdo, hay mé gian hang. Va t¢ da...”

“Cau da noi la gian hang bi cam tir xwa dén nay. Té cling nhé diéu
do6. Néu vay thi 1é hoi Kan-ya chac chan hau nhue khong dinh dang dén
tién. Khé c6 thé nghi day la sy kién dang dé gay bao dong.”

Nhuwng Chitanda lam diéu b6 nghiéng c6 quen thudc, vé nhu van
chwra tdm phuc khau phuc.

“Nhung van cé kha nang ma?”

“Pung la c6 nhiéu nguwdi néu khong dinh dang dén tién thi sé khong
hanh dong, nhung nhitng ngudi khong phai nhw vay td nghi cling
khong it dau.”

Hu.

... bung la thé. ba vay thi t6i day cling khong biét ndi gi nita.
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Satoshi cuoi.

“Mat mat qua, Hotaro. Chi nhw vay thi khong thé thuyét phuc
Chitanda duoc dau.”

“Hao, vay cho té nghe lap luan caa cau di!”

“Khong phai nhac,”

Noi roi Satoshi hang giong mot cai nghe rat kich.

“Nhitng phan ti chong doi lai hé thong ton tai mot cach pho bién la
cach néi rat thd vi cia Chitanda. T¢ cling nghi han la nhw vay. Tuy
nhién, ngay ca trong chong doi cling c6 thit goi la xu hwdng lich st.”

“Chuyén bao dong tai cac sy kién diang la viéc thwong thay. Gan
day, hinh thitc chong doi theo chu nghia thuc 1gi xdy ra nhiéu nén it
cac vu bao déng véi muc dich phi vat chat, nhung khong cé nghia la
khong c6. Tuy nhién, néu la chuyén ctia ba muwoi ba nam vé truéce thi
la ky thay, d6 gan nhu 1a diéu khong twéng.”

Xu huwéng lich str? Hinh thitc bao dong?

Han noi céi gi vay? Toi da biét thé nao la ngdy nhu phong. Ca Ibara
va Chitanda déu nghét ra.

“... Tai sao vay?”

Ibara thic giuc Satoshi dang ngirng lai nhw thé lam ra vé quan
trong. Satoshi gat dau vé dac chi.

“U, n6i ba muoi ba nam trudc thi s& khé hiéu, nhung néu néi thap
nién sau muoi thi cac cau hiéu chi?”

Trong Satoshi thuc sy c6 vé ta day thong thao 1am. Binh thuwong thi
toi khong dinh tht sitc minh trong mot viéc khong con gi lang phi hon
la thi tho kién thic véi Satoshi, nhung vé mat khodi chi cia han lic
nay khién t6i khong khéi muon cho han sa sam mdt phen. Tuy nhién,
that khong may, toi lai mu tit lich st.

“Mayaka, thé nao, c6 nhé ra gi khong?”

Co 1é Ibara cling khong nhg dugc gi, co nang khé gio hai tay 1én
lam bd dau hang.
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“Xin 16i Fuku-chan, minh chju th6i.”

“Thé ha? Tokyo, toa nha Quoc hoi... van chwa dugce? Nhitng bién
hiéu c6 dong, nhitng cudc biéu tinh... Hirm, khong nhg ra a? La
‘Phong trao hoc sinh’.”

“H&?”

Toi kinh ngac.

Ct nghi cau ta dua, nhung mai Satoshi khong chiu néi cau két.
Khoéng con cach nao khéc t6i danh chat van:

“Satoshi, cau ranh qua hay sao gi ma mang lich st hién dai Nhat
Ban ra on tap thé ha? Néu muon choi thi gidi quyét cho xong van dé
trréc mat roi hang choi nhé!”

Nhung Satoshi néi véi vé mat nghiém tic hét sic:

“Chinh vi thé t¢ méi dang c6 giadi quyét cho xong day! Thé nay nhé,
loai hanh vi bao lyc trong gia thiét cua Chitanda, titc l1a bao lyc trong
treong hoc ctia hoc sinh hau nhw khéng thé thay ¢ thap nién sau muoi.
Ciing phai thoi, trong thoi ky ma ca phia chinh pha lan phia chong
chinh pht déu khéng thiéu do6i twong xung dot, chinh diéu nay da
khién mot s6 hoc sinh buén chan va vin vao d6 dé gay bao dong nhw
tim cho trat gian. Chit khong don thuan la phong trao dau.”

“... Cau ndi c nhw da ¢ dé chirng kién i nhi!”

“Thi t& chang bao dang tim hiéu vé thdi ky do con gi!”

Nu cwdi cua Satoshi day vé thach thitc hon cd moi khi.

Htr. Du bo bé lich st hién dai di nita thi t6i cling hiéu diéu Satoshi
muon noéi. Co 1é nhitng s kién nhw bao dong & 1€ hoi van hoa la khai
niém khong phu hgp vGi ba mwoi ba nam trwdc. Biéu dé chinh xac
hay khong thi t6i khong c6 cach nao (n6i ding hon la khong c6 hirng)
kiém chitng, nhung néu Satoshi da n6i ma khong phai 1a dua thi cling
khong phai khong dang tin.

“Q, thé a?... Qua la t& da khong xét dén tinh thoi ky...”
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Chinh Chitanda ciling c6 vé kha dao dong khi bi Satoshi tan cong
vao diém so sot. Gia thiét ctia Chitanda xem chirtng nhu ngon den
trudc gio.

Thé r6i Ibara, ndy gio kha dé dat, khong tich cwc phat biéu, dot
nhién chap tay truwdc Chitanda:

“Xin 16i, Chi-chan!”

“... C6 chuyén gi thé, sao dot nhién...”

“Néu thém ca tai liéu caa t6 thi gid thiét cia Chi-chan khong thé
ding vitng dugc. Tiép theo dén lwgt t& nén t¢ da dinh thu thap that
nhiéu y twéng co thé...”

No6i that 1a mat t6i sa sam lai. Con nho Ibara nay, néi chuyén thira
thai! Nhung Chitanda mim cuoi;

“Khong sao, thao luan sau thém sé khong vo ich dau ma!”

Mot thai do dang né!

“Vay thi, gia thiét cta t6 tam dirng & day, ching ta hdy nghe bao
cao caa Ibara. Moi ngudi dong y chii?”

Khong c6 ai phan doi. Bé Chitanda lam cau tht danh béng dau tién
qua ding dan. Bang viéc Chitanda binh than viit bo gia thiét ctia chinh
minh, ngwoi tiép theo la Ibara cling khong bi cau né vao tinh chinh xac
cta gia thiét.

“Vay thi, moi cau, Ibara.”

Trong tai liéu dugc phat tir Ibara c6 mot doan van, néi thé nao nhi,
khong biét goi la “khac loai” hay khac thé gidi, cho thay ro cd nang
ding trén mot quan diém khac. Khac tir phong chit khac di. Trinh bay
van ban thi mau me, trén mat gidy chang chit nhitng ky tw khé doc bi
virt bé nhitng nét cong can thiét. Trong doan van lap kin t& gidy kho
B5, c6 nam dong dwgc gach bén, y la hdy doc ché nay di chang?
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No6i cach khac, ching ta thwong xuyén ditng vé quan chidng, tiép
tuc duy tri sy ty chua theo chu nghia phan quan lieu. Chung ta
kién quyét khong khuat phuc trwdc sy dan ap cda thé lyc phan
dong.

Lay vi du cudc dau tranh thang Sau nam ngodi, nhd chi nghia
hanh dong qua cam, dudi sy chi dao oai hung cuia Chu tich cau
lac bo C6 Dién Sekitani Jun, ban than chung ta van con nhé sy
that than cda nhitng ké theo cht nghia quyeén lwc khi bi v& tran,
dao dac.

“Pay la van ban t¢ tim dugc trong tap san ngay xwa cua cau lac bo
Nghién citu Manga. Twa dé 1a ‘Doan két va tiéng sing chao mirng - S6
thi nhat’, nhung ttr s6 tht hai trd di thi khong tim thay nita. Phat hanh
ba muoi hai ndm trwdc giong nhw cta Chi-chan. Vi nghi rang néu da
la chuyén dugc néu trong ‘Kem P4’ thi cling dugc nhac dén trong tap
san cua cac cau lac bo khac nén té da tim trong thu vién, nhung qua la
rat hiém cac cau lac bo duy tri dugce tan ba, bon mwoi nam. Hinh nhw
cau lac bo Nghién cttu Manga khi 4y cling chwa ra doi, nhung té tinh
co tim dugc cai nay trén gia sach... Ky diéu khong?”

To6i khong hiéu c6 nang dung tir ky diéu y chi viéc phat hién ra van
ban nay hay la ban than van ban nay nita. Poan két va tiéng sting chao
mirng... Cai goi la tinh thoi ky la ddy chang, mot twa dé nghe that
dang ngo lam sao. Lai con doan van phang phat hoi huéng thoi dai
nita chi?! Gid thi to6i da hiéu tai sao ngwoi ta lai néi van hoc Co Dién
van con gan giii.

Mat khac, t6i cling hiéu tai sao gia thiét cia Chitanda lai bi phu
dinh. That don gian. Bdi 1€ hoi van hoa cua treong Kamiyama dugc to
chitc vao 1 thang Muoi, nhung theo tai liéu nay thi vu viéc da xay ra
vao thang Sau. Thi ra la vay, day chinh la 1 bang chitng phu dinh ro6
rang.
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Ibara rit tr tii &0 dong phuc ra mot cudn so6 ghi chép giong nhw
cubn va@ sinh vién.

“T@ xin 16i vi da khong chuan bi tai liéu nhw Chi-chan, nhwng sé 1an
lwgt néu cac diém t¢ lwu tam nhé. Thit nhat, 1a viéc ‘ching ta’ da chiu
su dan ap cua thé lyc phan dong. Tiép dén la viéc da c6 dau tranh vao
thang Sau cta nam trwdc do. Viéc mot nguoi co tén Sekitani Jun da
ding ra chi dao. Nho sy chi dao do, chua nghia hanh dong dugc thuc
thi. Do d6 ma nhitng ké theo chu nghia quyén lwc da gap bat logi.
Ngoai doan nay ra, néu doc nhitng phan khac cting thi vi nhung xem
chirng khong lién quan.”

T6i khong y kién gi vé cach 1y gidi, nhung “dau tranh” 1a cai gi? Toi
tht tra cttu tr dién trong dau nhuwng khong sao tim dwgc tir twong
dwong. Ma vé co ban thi von tir ving cuda téi cling khong phong phu

&

lam.

Trong khi t6i con dang tran tr@ ve tir “dau tranh” thi Chitanda tiép
tuc tién hanh cudc hop:

“Bao cdo cua cau hét roi chi?”

«(y »

“Vay thi dén phan cau héi nhé.”

Toi hoi ngay lap tuc:

“Pau tranh la gi?”

bén lugt Satoshi hoi ngay lai toi.

“Pau tranh la sao?”

Cai tén nay, biét ro6i con hoi! T6i cam to photo “Doan két va tiéng
sting chao murng”, chi tay vao cho dé cho Satoshi.

“Cai nay nay, cai nay. ‘Dau tranh’.”

Satoshi c6 vé ding la da biét @ cho nao nén chang thém nhin to gidy
toi gio ra, than nhién noi:

“Chit day doc la ‘ddu tranh’. Chién dau ay, ‘tranh’ trong tit ‘dau
tranh’, con ‘dau’ la viét tat caa ‘can thé tich mot dau’ ay.”
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Nhung Satoshi khong phai dang day t6i. Tuy anh mat hwéng vé t6i,
nhung néu dinh chi trich 16i doc sai cua t6i thi chac chan cau ta sé 1én
giong phé phan tham té hon nhiéu. C6 thé thay la Satoshi du 14y toi
lam bia dé nhac khéo Ibara. Bung la s gitt y rat kiéu Satoshi, cé vé
tinh t€ ma lai vung vé. T6i khong dinh gitip d& cau ta, nhung van thac
mac thém:

“T¢ cling hoc chit Han muoi 1lam nam roi chit by, chuwa tirng thay
chit viét tat nao nhw nay ca!”

“Puong nhién. Vi day ciling la ‘mdt’ day. Chit ‘dau’ la chir viét tat
rat thinh hanh vao khodng ba mwoi nam trudc, khi nhitng van ban kiéu
nhw nay dwgc viét tran lan. Ma ké ca bay gio van c6 thé bat gap day,
hinh nhw bon Yakuza ciing str dung nira.”

Ra vay, néu ké ra nhitng chit viét tat bay gio..., kiéu nhw, “mong
anh giip do”*. Xwa that. Vira xua, lai con khang khac thé nao.

Ro6i Satoshi 1am bam b6 sung thém:

“... Nhung, tap san nay... T¢ cdm giac nhw la d6 nhai.”

Ibara phan *ng, bang mot giong gai goc:

“P6 nhai? Y cau l1a sao?”

Truwdc sy chat van do, Satoshi tré moi li nhi. Lic nao cling ty tin day
minh dén mic san sang dau khau nhw Satoshi ma dé 16 vé lung ting
nhw ga mac toc that hiém co.

“Khong, t¢ khong c6 y noi tai liéu nay la do gia.”

“Di nhién. Th nhat, tdp san ma cling cé do that do gia hé?”

“Khong phai 1a ban than tai liéu dau. Ay, néi thé nao thi dwgc nhi?
Tic 1a, ngwoi viét bai nay, khong phai la ngwoi da tham gia hoat dong
that. Ma la nguoi ta nhin vao phong trao hoanh trang cua truvong dai
hoc hay cua gi do, thay 16i cuén va da viét nén doan van nay. T¢ cam
giac nhw vay. Giong diéu ctia n6 ci¥ nhw kiéu sang tac sao sao ay...”

Toi hoi:
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“Vay thi sao nao?”

“A khong, chi 1a t& tw 1dm bam théi. Xin 16i nhé, Chitanda, cau tiép
tuc di!”

Co0 dan chwong trinh gat dau, nhin moi nguoi mot lugt.

“Vay con ai c6 cau hoi khac khong?”

Tam thoi khong c6 cau héi nao khac dwge dwa ra. Da dén luc phat
biéu, gwong mat Ibara thodng vé cang thang, tay v6i va 1at cu6n so ghi
chép:

“Um, vay dén gia thiét ctia t§ nhé. Truwdc hét 1a pha dinh gia thiét
cta Chi-chan, diéu nay thi r6 r6i nhi?”

Sy im lang ctia moi ngudi cé 18 1a dau hiéu cua sy dong y. Thang
Sau va thang Muoi cach nhau qua xa.

“Tiép theo, nhitng nguoi da viét doan van nay, bang chi nghia hanh
dong da pha hong ké hoach cua té theo chu nghia quyén Iyc. Va két
qua la, nhw cuén ‘Kem Da’ c6 viét, Cha tich cau lac bo Co Dién da
phai roi xa.

“Vay ‘hanh dong’ khién phai thoi hoc la gi... Vé diém nay, ciling
giong vGi Chi-chan, kha nang cé thé nghi dén dau tién la bao lyc. Néu
la vé treédc mot chit thi c6 thé la cac hanh vi nhw dap v& cira so,
nhung no6i vay chac sé lai bi Fuku-chan bat thép gi d6. Vay nén, néu
héi ngudi bi hai la ai,.., thi la ‘phdn dong’? Ngay ca té cling hiéu duoc
rang ‘thé lywc phan dong’ la chi cac cdp c6 thim quyén, hoac nhitng
nguoi thudc phe do, nén don gian réi phdi khong? Nhitng ngudi dugc
st chi huy ctia Chu tich cau lac b6 C6 bién da... véi ‘thé lyc phan
dong’... Tuc la da nhuv nay vdi cac giao vién...”

No6i doan Ibara vung tay 1én va lam bd tung mot qua dam.

“Bup mot cai! Thuc té c6 au da that hay khong thi t& khong biét,
nhung ho da lam chuyén gi do twong dwong thé. Tat nhién, co 1€
khong don thuan 1a muén lam thi 1am. O doan dau tién cta chd bi
gach bén nay, tuy viét 16n x6n nhung tom lai, y ngudi viét muodn néi &
day la ‘suw ty cht’ phai khong? Chuyén la, ba mwoi ba nam truée, dudi
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mot hinh thitc nao dé, da xay ra mot sy kién khién cho sy tw chi cta
ho bi xam pham, nhém ngudi do Chu tich cau lac b6 Cé Dién ding
dau da c6 hanh vi phan khang lai diéu dé.”

Ibara dong sap quyén so lai, nhin moi nguwdi mot lwot.

“Umm... Ric r6i nhi?”

Nguwoi dang 18 phai trung thanh véi vi tri dan chwong trinh la
Chitanda budt miéng thot 1én. T6i cling gat dau tan thanh.

“Cai gi rac roi cg?”

Bi hoi, Chitanda dap:

“Y chinh trong gia thiét ctia Ibara la cc gido vién di 1am viéc gi d6
gay bat 1gi cho hoc sinh, va hoc sinh da cé hanh vi bao lyc dé chong
doi, dung khong?” Ibara suy nghi mot chit r6i tra 10i:

“U, ding thé.”

“Nhuwng néu vay thi cam giac viéc can hiéu da hiéu nhung lai khong
hiéu lam.”

Mac du cau néi ctia cau nghe ciing “da hiéu nhung lai khong hiéu
lam”, nhung khong phai la hoan toan khong hiéu. Tt 13, 1ap luan caa
Ibara chwa thyc sw thuyét phuc. Téi bd sung:

“Gia thiét cta cau trttu twgng qua. Tuy nhién, cling khong thé tim
hiéu thém dwoc gi hon thé nay.”

“Nhung l1a n6 khéng dwoc cu thé cho lam...”

Tuy cong nhan nhw vay nhwng Ibara van chwa chiu rat lui hoan
toan:

“Thé c6 mau thuan gi khong?”

Xem chirng Ibara c6 vé muén bdo vé gia thiét cia minh hon la
Chitanda.

Tiéc thay, t6i da phat hién ra mau thuan.

“Co day,”

Toi chinh lai tw thé. Khong phai vi cang thang trudc cudc phan
bién, ma la chan toi dang té qua.
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“Pon gian thoi. Cau da phu dinh gia thiét caa Chitanda bang viéc 1é
héi van héa duoc té chitc vao thang Mudi, con vu bao dong xdy ra vao
thang Sau. Nhung ma nhé. Néu tin ca ‘Kem P4’ lan ‘Doan két va
tiéng sing chao mirng’ thi bao dong la vao thang Sau, con viéc thoi
hoc 1a vao thang Muoi cung thoi diém véi 1é hoi van hoéa. Cau khong
c6 dir kién nao phu dinh diém nay dung khong? Néu thdi hoc vi cé
hanh vi bao lyc thi bon thang nay la mot sy chénh 1éch rat kho hiéu
day!”

Nhung néu la an treo thi lai la chuyén khac, t6i tham bd sung trong
bung nhu vay.

“Nhung cai do...”

Phén bién ngay 13p titc. Ibara cé vé cling da hiéu ra.

“Cubn ‘Kem DBa’ méi khong chinh xac chd? Trong ‘Doan két va
tiéng sting chao mirng’ c6 ghi ré la thang Sau, nhung trong ‘Kem D4’
chi ghi ‘vay la d@ mot nam’. Vu viéc xdy ra vao thang Sau, thoi hoc
cling vao thang Sau, 1é hoi van héa vao thang Muwdi. T@ nghi d6 khong
phéi chuyén hoan toan khong cé kha nang xay ra.”

Bon thang a? Thé nao nhi? T6i c6 cam giac nhw Ibara dang co ap
dat ly 1€ cua minh...

Trong khi toi con lwdng ly thi Chitanda va Satoshi da ra nhan xét:

“T6¢ nghi bon thang la con sé khong thé bé qua dugc.”

“T@ cling nghi vay. Trong d6 noéi la d@ mot nam ké tir 1é hoi van
héa, vay thi phai suy luan rang viéc théi hoc la vao thang Muoi.”

Toi bay té thai do tan thanh thu dong vGi hai ngwoi bang cach im
lang gat dau.

Ba choi mot. Ibara chu moi:

“Ay da, moi ngudi dé y tiéu tiét qua di.”

Cw chi do6 tuy chang hgp vdi Ibara chit nao nhung that dé thuwong
khién khong khi cang thang bong chdéc diu xudng. Satoshi hoi vion
vai roi noéi vé than thién:
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“Nhung t6 nghi cau di ding huéng do!”

Chitanda van giit nguyén tu thé ngoi quy nghiém tic nhung mim
cuoi tan thanh:

“Pung roi. Cé 1€ khong can phai xem xét lai van dé tv dau dau
nhi?”

T6i cling nghi vay. No6i thé nao nhi, giong nhw dang do dam trong
man swong mit mu, tuy swong van chura tan nhwng da tim thay ban do,
hay giong nhw gai ngita qua giay du biét rang chan mdi la cho dang
ngtta. Chi véi hai tai liéu “Kem Da” va “Poan két va tiéng sung chao
murng” c6 thé suy ra la thyc té gia thiét cta Ibara van con so hé. Con
lai da can dao sau vao chi tiét tai liéu cta Satoshi va cua t6i, néu co
mau thuan tri mang nao phat sinh thi xem xét lai cho d6 la dugc.

No6i méi nhg, tai liu cda t6i nhw nao dy nhi? Vi ctt twdng hom nay
chi c6 tap hgp tai liéu thoi nén t6i da khong nghiém tuc doc ky cho
lam.

“Vay phién cuta t¢ dén day la két thic dwgc chwa?”

Ibara néi, Chitanda gat dau.

Néu phat biéu theo chiéu kim dong ho thi tiép theo sé la Satoshi. Bi
Chitanda giuc, Satoshi bat dau phat tai liéu. Pang phat thi cau ta bong
hoi khing lai n6i mot cach than nhién:

“A, ddng 16i, t& quén chwa néi. Theo tai lidu caa té thi gia thiét cla
Mayaka sé bi phu dinh mét phan.”

Tai liéu dugc phat khong ngo lai la to “Nguyeét san truong Kamiyama”
cta cau lac bo Bao Twong. Phai roi, Toogaito da néi “Nguyét san
trrong Kamiyama” da dwgc gan bon tram s6. Mot nam trung binh phat
hanh mui so thi lich st cta ho ciing da bon mwoi nam. Vi thé nén
mdi c6 cd an ban ctia ba mwoi ba nam trwéc chang? Vay ma toi da
khong nhan ra... Muc tin titc dugc khoanh tron.
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Mac du néi dung caa tai liéu chi c6 mot phan nhé la hitu ich, nhung
phan nhé do ré rang da phan bac mot phan gia thiét cta Ibara. Cau ta
bdo “quén chwa noi” ciing cho thay Satoshi rat c6 1ap treong. C6 1€ la
dé bao vé trat ty cau chuyén. Sau khi di nhanh qua tai liéu, vé mat
Ibara hoi khé hiéu, chang biét dang vui hay khong vui. Viéc bi Satoshi
1dp lai twong tw diéu minh da lam véi Chitanda khién noi tdm Ibara
phtic tap c6 1€ ciling dwong nhién. C6 thé viéc Satoshi “quén chwa néi”
cling chi la cach cau ta nhai lai nguwoi di trvéc ma thoi. Tro dua lang
xet.

V¥ Vu bao dong tai ddy I6p hoc ddc biét tudn tridc khién hai hoc
sinh bi dinh chi va ndm hoc sinh bi cdnh cdo nghiém khdc da lam tén
hai tram trong pham gid ddang tuw hao cua cdc cdu lac by vdn héa
truvong Kamiyama.

Vv Duong nhién, ngay ca ké cdp ciing cé ly Ié riéng, cdu lac by
Nghién cttu Dién dnh tuy hitng chiu nhiéu chi trich nhuwng ciing khong
phdi la ngogi 1é. Ban thdan nguoi viét von ciing khéng cho rdng cdu lac
bé Nhiép Anh diing mét trdm phén trdm.

Vv Vian dé la viéc gidi quyét bang nam dam. Coi thuong nhitng noé
lvc dam phdn hoa gidi, chi vi hiéu ldm va dinh kién ma dung tdi bao
lvc la diéu thdt tham hai va ddang xdu ho.

Vv Didc biét, nguoi kéu goi sw an ndn sdu sdc déi véi nhom hoc sinh
I6p 12 cua cau lac b6 Nghién cuu Dién dnh dd danh ca ban
Sachimura Yukoo (Cau lac bo Tan Kich - lop 10D) khi ban nay xen
vao dé hoa gidi. Ban Sachimura hién van dang trdi qua nhitng ngay
phdi dén bénh vién.

V¥ Phong trao huyén thogi hai ndm truéc da khéng hé xdy ra bao
lvc. Du toan truong dd phan né dén nhw vay, nhung chiing ta chua
mot lan mat doan két, tir dau dén cudi nhat qudn thuc hién ddu tranh
bdng phuong phdp bat phuc ting nhung phi bao lvc. Pdy la diéu ddng
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dé chiing ta tw hao, tinh than do can dugc tiép noi nhw mét truyén
thong.

Satoshi bat dau giai thich bang vé mat than nhién:

“Tai liéu té da tim hiéu la cac an ban cii cta td bao twong ‘Nguyét
san treong Kamiyama’ do cau lac bo Bao Twong phat hanh. Vi phat
hién chiing ngt quén trong kho thw vién nén t¢ da doc dé giét thoi gian
sau gio hoc. Tuy nhién, khong c6 tai liéu nao true tiép néi dén s kién
ba mwoi ba nam trudc, tai liéu gian tiép dé cap thi chi & mirc do nay.
Thu that 1a da phu long mong doi cia té. Du sao thi an ban cii cling
chi con lai khodng mot nira, mot nita do lai trong tinh trang bao quan
rat xau nhw bi viét bay Ién bang but viét bang va gi dé cho nén c6 1€
cling danh chiu. Ma thoi, day la nhitng diém chinh.”

Trong su kién, bao lyc da khong dwoc st dung.

Su kién la viéc anh huwéng dén toan truwong.

Trong sy kién, “ching ta” da doan két.

Trong su kién, “bat phuc ting nhwng phi bao lwc” da dugce thyc
hién nhat quan

“PDiém dau tién va diém cubi cung tuy khong doi nghich nhau,
nhung c6 1€ la cung chi mot viéc. Vi bao lwc khong dwge st dung
trong sy kién nén can chinh lai quy dao trong gia thiét cia Mayaka.
Hai diém @ gitta cling gan nhw giong nhau, vé mat ngit nghia thi c6 thé
dat ddu hoi viéc ‘ching ta’ c6 phai chi toan truong hay khong, tuy
nhién cé thé noi rang phai hay khéng cting khong lién quan.”

Thé... sao?

Toi té vé lan tan thi Satoshi da bé sung nhw nhin thau diéu dé.

“Néu toan trwong bang vai ‘ching ta’ c6 nghia la hoc sinh toan
trrong déu can du dén sy kién, néu khong bang c6 nghia la ‘ching ta’
dwéi sy ing hd ctia hoc sinh toan trwdng da can du dén sy kién. Khong
khac 1am dung khong?”
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Ra thé, qua la vay.

“Bao cao xin hét. Néu c6 cau hoi thi xin mai!”

Sy im ldang bao trum mot lic. Chitanda nhac mot lan nita:

“... Ban nao c6 cau hoi khong?”

Phai roi. Bat chgt nghi ra mot diéu nén toi gio tay.

“Satoshi, ‘phong trao huyén thoai’ & day c6 chac la s kién ching ta
dang truy tim khong thé? Néu du dwa vao t@ photd nay cit dang ngd
thé nao ay.”

T6i chi don gidn la mudn xac nhan. Thé nhung, trai vGi suy nghi
cua toi, Satoshi lac dau.

“Cha. Khong c6 chitng ct nao xac minh day la sy kién do ca.”

Du giong diéu binh than nhwng cach néi cua cau ta that vo trach
nhiém. Du sao t6i cling biét, tuy Satoshi c6 mé kién thitc sau rong,
thong tin phong phti nhing xem chirng cau ta c6 xu huwéng khong biét
cach st dung chiing dén noi dén choén.

“Vay thi, cling khong coi tai liéu cta cau la tai lieu dvgce dau!”

“Chac thé, han la vay.””’

“Han cai gi ma han!”

Tuy nhién Ibara da xen vao:

“Nhwng ma nay. Néu la bang chitng phu thi cé day!”

«Q1”

“Sy kien ma bon minh dang truy tim cling la mot sy kien 16n phai
khong? N6 con duge nhac dén trong tap san cta hai cau lac bo lién.
Néu sy kién do6 va ‘phong trao huyén thoai’ nay khac nhau, thi cling
phai c6 ghi chép chi ra rang tuy hai sy kién 16n da xdy ra nhung cai
nao mdi la phong trao huyén thoai chi¥?”

Satoshi vo0 tay cai bop.

“Pung dung, té da dinh noi thé day! Khong ho danh la Mayaka!”

Khong, cau khong hé nghi thé. Nhung du sao y kién cta Ibara cling
c6 ly. Tuy khéng phdi la chiing c@ ranh ranh, nhung von bon t6i cling
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khong doi hoi mot ching c§ rd rang nén khong van dé gi. Chinh
Chitanda ciing da n6i muc dich la dé dwa ra mot “gia thiét” it mau
thuan nhat, va hon hét la t6i khong muon lang phi khi ¢t mot murc béi
moc chitng ct. Toi phay phay tay té y da hiéu.

Khong con cau hoi nao khac.

“Vay, moi gia thiét cda cau!”

Thé nhwng, Satoshi cwdi méo xéch khi bi bao nhu vay.

“U...mmm, gia thiét...”

“Sao thé?”

“Chitanda, t¢ xin 16i vi lam r6i cudc hop, nhwng t¢ khong dwa ra
duwgc gia thiét. Bao la da ty minh tim kiém nhung chi c6 mot mau tin
thé nay thi... Cung lam nhitng gi t¢ c6 thé lam la chinh lai gia thiét
cua Ibara thoi. Va lai...”

To6i biét cau tiép theo cua Satoshi la gi roi. Tiép theo cau ta sé noéi
nhu nay, co s@ dit liéu...

“Ca s@ dit liéu khong thé dwa ra duoc két luan.”

Keét cuc la Satoshi da khong thé 1ap duwgc gia thiét. Panh vay thoi, von
toi cling chang trong mong gi & han.

Tuy nhién, van dé la t6i. Gay that, dén nwdc nay toi maGi thdy an han
vi da khong doc tai liéu cho can than. Liéu t6i c6 dwa ra dugc gia thiét
nao khong day? Cudc hop ti€p tuc, mac cho trong long to6i dang dao
dong.

“Nao, Oreki, moi cau!”

T6i gat dau, phat tai liéu. Vira phat toi cling tranh tht dwa mat xem
lai mot lwgt. Khoi lwgng thong tin dwgc cho la cé lién quan dén vu
viéc hau nhw khong khac véi cia Satoshi la may. Tai liéu t6i tim dugc
la mo6t danh sach chuoi su kién kho khan, vo vi.
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Chiéu Hoa nam thit 42 (Nam 1967) Nhat Ban va thé gidi trong
nam nay

« Tong san pham quoc dan (GNP) vugt bén 1am nghin ty yén, trd
thanh nwdc tw ban 16n thit ba trén thé gidi. Nam Chiéu Hoa thi
43, Nhat Ban da vuot Tay Dic, vuon 1én vi tri thit hai.

« Thang Tam, hoc sinh truong trung hoc Matsumoto Fukashi bi
sét danh khi dang leo nui tai tinh Nishihotakadake, muwdi mot
nguoi tir vong.

« Trong nam nay, cudc biéu tinh quy mo 16n véi vu dau tranh
treong Waseda da duva phong trao sinh vién 1én mot budc ngoat
moi.

Trueong Kamiyama trong nam nay

» Thang Tw, Hiéu trwudng Aida Tasuku da am chi sy thay doi
phuong cham dao tao: “Chung ta khong dugc théa man véi viéc
lam mot ngoi truong chua* trong ngoi lang nho bé. Pao tao nhan
tai chinh la nhiém vu cda gido duc. Boi duwdng kién thirc dé chuan
bi cho cac em tiép nhan gido duc dai hoc la nhiém vu quan trong
cta gido duc pho thong tir nay vé sau. ”

« Ngay 30 thang Sau, to6 chitc “hop d6i sach 1é hoi van héa” sau
gio hoc.

 Thang Bay, thi sat & Hoa Ky (thdy Manninbashi).

= Ngay 13-17 thang Muwoi, 1€ hoi van hoa.

» Ngay 30 thang Mu0i, hoi thao.

» Ngay 15 ~18 thang Mwdoi mét, khoi 11 di tham quan. T6 chitc
chuyén tham quan vong quanh Takamatsu-Miyajima-
Akiyoshidai.

* Ngay 2 thang Mu0i hai, trudce tinh trang tai nan giao thong lién
tiép xay ra, budi hop toan treong da kéu goi sw chu y sau sac hon.
« Ngay 12 thang Mot, do tuyét roi day nén kho dung cu thé duc bi
hw héng mdt phan.
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« Ngay 23-24 thang Mot, khoi 16p 10 di trugt tuyét.

“Hotaro, day hinh nhuw...”

Toi dap v6i mot vé mdt chan ngan:

“U, ‘Ky yéu 50 nam Truong THPT Kamiyama’. Vi t& nghi biét dau
c6 ghi chép gi d6 trong cac tai liéu cong. Két qua thi nhw cac cau thay
day..,”

T6i nhd lai cach phat biéu cua ba ngudi trede. Néu mudn noi guong
nguoi treedce thi treede tién la tém tat tai liéu nay.

... Nhung noi dung c6 gi dang dé tom tat dau?

bay khong phai tai liéu to6i chuan bi cho qua quyt r6i mang dén.
Nhung tht nhin lai mot 1an nita thi ding la chi minh n6 thoi thi gan
nhv vo nghia.

Pang ban khoan khong biét lam thé nao thi t6i chot ndy ra y nghi
thoi ké, duwgc dén dau hay dén d6. Co chang cling chi 1a 16i nho va cta
mot c6 hoc sinh, ciing lam thi 1a hoat dong cau lac bo trong trrong.
Chang viéc gi phai cang thang vo dau bt toc suy nghi no kia. Chi can
noi “Xin 16i nha, t& chang biét lam gi hon v4i moi cai nay” la sau do
Chitanda va Ibara sé xoay x& dugc thoi ma. Nhve vady méi giong véi
cach lam ctia cai thang toi thuwong ngay.

Nhwng ma Iwa chon dé that 13, that la qua “xam”.

T6i ngang mat 1én, nai:

“Xin 16i, trwdc khi phat biéu t¢ muwgn phong vé sinh mot chit dugc
khong?”

Chitanda bat cuoi:

“U, dwgc chi.”

“Cang thang ha?” Satoshi cham chgoc nhuwng to6i 10 di. Chitanda
ditng day dan t6i di. Trwdc khi di theo, t6i vo nam tai liéu bé vao tui
nhu khong c6 chuyén gi.
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T6i bat dau suy nghi sau khi duwge dan dén mot can phong vé sinh
rong dén vo nghia.

Bon t0 gidy photo. Bon tai liéu.

Va ndi dung moi ngwdi da trao doi dén thoi diém nay.

Néu két hgp lai thi gia thiét c6 thé dat ra la? Chuyén gi da xay ra ba
muci ba nam trueéce?

Toi nghi nggi...

Va rit ra mot két luan.

“Xin 16i cac cau, vi nham lan nén t& da khong chuan bij san gia thiét.
Cho nén hay dé t¢ phat biéu cudi cung, bon minh buwéc vao phan tong
két nhé?”

T6i dé xuat nhw vay thi Satoshi cwoi, pha lan chit ac y:

“Hotaro, nghi ra cai gi ro6i ha?”

“Pirng c6 bt thép ngudi khac! O thi... dai khéi ciing giai thich
dugc van tat.”

“Té...”

Chitanda budt miéng.

“Té da nghi biét dau sy viéc sé nhw vay ma. Néu ai d6 co6 thé lap
mot gia thiét mang tinh thuyét phuc, khong c6 mau thuan, thi nguoi do
chinh la Oreki!”

Kh... khong, chuyén d6 nhut nao con chwa biét duge ma.

“Hay cho t6 nghe suy nghi cua cau di Oreki!”

“Pung thé. Nhat dinh phai nghe bang dwoc!”

“Tw nhitng viéc da xay ra thi tdi cirng hy vong vao 6ng day!”

That 4p dat... Khong phai t6i cam thay 4p luc, nhung bi thanh tam
diém thé nay thi kho6 no6i chuyén qua. Ma t6i da no6i dén dau roi dy nhi?
T6i suy nghi mot chut roéi néi:
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“Puoc roi. TG sé thir giai thich theo 5SW1H nhé. Bao gio, ¢ dau, ai,
tai sao, nhw nao, lam gi... Co ding khong nhi?”

Chitanda gat dau.

“Pung ha? Vay thi, trwdc hét la bao gig?. Ching ta da biét la ba
muoi ba nam triedc. Van deé la thang Sau hay thang Mudi. Theo ‘Doan
két va tiéng sting chao mirng’ thi la thang Sau, con néu theo ding ghi
chép trong ‘Kem B4’ thi la thang Muoi. Tuy nhién, vé diém nay t&
quyét dinh tin ca hai. Titc la sy kién dién ra vao thang Sau, con viéc
‘sempai da roi xa’ la vao thang Muoi.”

Ibara chau may vé bat man. Ciing phdi thoi, vira ndy chinh t6i con
xoay c6 nang da mau thuan & cho do6, nhwng t6i c6 tinh 10 di.

“Tiép theo la ‘¢ dau’. Diém nay thi khéng van dé gi roi, & truong
Kamiyama. Vay ‘ai’ da? Tw cudn ‘Doan két va tiéng sting chao
mirng’, ta biét duwgc nhan vat chinh trong s kién la Cha tich cau lac
bo Co bién, Sekitani Jun. T¢ bd sung thém mot chit. Theo ‘Nguyét
san Troeong Kamiyama’, ta con biét rang hoc sinh toan truedng ciing
déng mot vai tro quan trong trong sy kién.”

Thinh thoang t6i lai li€c mat xudng tai liéu dé xem giai thich cta
minh c6 gi sai s6t khong roi tiép tuc. Cho dén lic nay thi khéng van dé
gi. Van deé bat dau tur day.

““Tai sao?” Néu la hoc sinh toan trwong cung noi day thi doi
phuong tat nhién sé la phia gido vién. Néu muon 161 cia Ibara thi 1y do
la vi ‘tinh ty chu bi xam pham’.”

“Va nguyén nhan ctda s kién nam & 1é hoi van héa.”

Khi t6i khang dinh nhw vay thi trén guwong mat tit cd moi ngudi
dong loat hién 1én dau héi cham. That dau tim.

“... Chuyén nhu vay, bo dugc viét dén ¢ dau a?”

“Pung la c6 ghi chép rang viéc thoi hoc xdy ra Vao thoi diém 1é hoi
van héa, nhung dau c6 viét 1a ban than sy kién c6 lién quan t6i 1é hoi
van hoa?”
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T6i lac dau.

“Khong, lién quan nhiéu dy. Néu di tir két luan thi t¢ cho rang, vi Su
kién xdy ra nén da c6 thoa thuan gitra phia giao vién va cac hoc sinh,
sau d6 1é hoi van héa méi dugce t6 chitc 6n thda vao thang Muoi.”

Sau khi nhin cham chdm vao doan trich trong “Ky yéu 50 nam
Treong THPT Kamiyama”, Satoshi 1én tiéng phan doi:

“La chuyén ‘hop doi sach 1é hoi van héa’ trong nay d6 ha? Nhung
tai sao c6 thé khang dinh day la viéc xdy ra do sy kién dwgc? Du bay
gio né khong con dugce to chitc nita nhwng biét dau ba mwoi ba nam
tredc, day la hoat dong thwong niéen thi sao?”

“Sai r6i! Pa mat cong cam ‘Ky yéu’ r6i thi thi coi ky chit nita di!”

Khong chi Satoshi, cd Chitanda va Ibara cling bat dau nhin cham
cham to photo. Va...

“O' méi dau dong c6 danh dau tron va ddu vudng nhi?”

“... Hiéu r6i! Dau vuong la hoat dong thwong nién, dau tron la sy
viéc chi xay ra trong nam do phai khong!”

“Chac la thé d6. Tuy cudn sach khong c6 chu thich y nghia cac ky
hiéu, nhwng néu xem cac nam khac nita thi hinh nhw déu thong nhat la
nhu vay.”

Toi doi tai liéu trén tay. Tt “Ky yéu 50 nam Trwong Kamiyama”
sang “Kem ba”.

“Tai sao chi c6 ba mwoi ba nam tredc mdi t6 chitc hop doi sach 1é
héi van hoa? Vi hoc sinh da c6 yéu cau manh mé, manh mé dén mic
tré thanh sy kién. Vay tai sao hoc sinh lai yéu cau hop? Gogi y nam
trong ‘Kem ba’.”

T6i 1ay but gach chan cho dé.

“O day. “Trong mot nam ndy, Sempai da tir mdt anh hiing tré thanh
huyén thoai. L.é hoi van héa nam nay ciing dwgc t6 chitc hoanh trang
trong nam ngay’ Cac cau khong thdy hoi ky sao?”

To6i doi mot lic nhung khong c6 ai chi ra nén tiép tuc:
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“Ngay tr dau ai cling biét 1é hoi van hoa sé duwgce to6 chirc. Pay la
thong tin khong can thiét phai viét b6 sung. Néu vay thi t& cho rang,
trong tdm cua cau van nay khong phai la ‘dwoc t6 chitc’, ma nam &
cho ‘trong nam ngay’.

“... Toi chang hiéu y ong la gi. T6i khong nghi toan bd sy viéc déu
ding nhw 161 Oreki néi, nhung néu gia st nhw vay thi chuyén la thé
nao?”

“Viéc dugc to6 chitc trong nam ngay chinh 1a chién cong nguwdi anh
hung da 1ap. Mot lan nita quay lai véi ‘Ky yéu 50 nam’ sé thidy & cot
thang Tw c6 phat ngbn cua thay hiéu truéng. Thanh thyc thi day la mot
tuyén ngon coi trong hoc lyc. T¢ mudn cac cau coi day la gia thiét va
tiép tuc nghe.

“Lé hoi van héa cua treong minh duwge t6 chitc vao ngay thuong,
ma con nhitng nam ngay. Néu so vdi cac treong khac thi twong doéi
dai. Thém vao do, 1é hoi van héa nay con la biéu twgng ctia hoat dong
cau lac bd treong ta. Néu thay hiéu tredng dinh kéu goi viéc chi trong
hoc tap hon hoat dong hoc sinh thi, vo hinh trung, sé cé bién phap rut
ngan 1é hoi van héa. DBay chinh la ly do ‘tai sao’ -nguyén nhan cta sy
kién.”

T6i bong cam thay c6 hong khoé khoc. Du rat mudn xin mot coc tra
lia mach nhung... C6 1€ nén két thic cau chuyén truede. T6i danh nudt
nwdc miéng, tiép tuc:

“Tiép theo la ‘nhw thé nao’. D6 la ‘chu nghia hanh dong qua cam’,
‘dwéi s chi dao oai hung cia Chu tich cau lac bo Co Dién Sekitani
Jun’. Cudi cung la ‘da lam gi’. Du phan nd véi cach lam cua phia nha
treong, nhung hoc sinh da khong dung t6i bao Iwc theo phwong cham
‘bat phuc tung nhuwng phi bao lwc’. Tuy nhién, thuc t€, cuéc hop doi
sach 1é hoi van héa da dugc tién hanh, 16 hdi van hoéa ciing dugce t6
chitc trong nam ngay. Sttc ép lén cao. Du “bao luc‘ theo nghia hep da
khong xay ra, nhung khong thé nghi rang da khong c6 ‘bao lwc’ theo
nghia rong. Phong trao chéng doi vGi sw tham gia ctia nhiéu nguoi da
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dién ra theo mot cach phi bao lyc... Tt phan nay trd di thi t& khong
dam chac chan. C6 1é Satoshi sé 6 hon t§. Nhitng gi t& c6 thé nghi ra
la tuyét thwc tap thé, biéu tinh tudn hanh, dap pha... Dai loai thé.
Trudc sttc ép do, phia nha treong da phai dau hang va chiu ng6i xuéng
dam phan véi hoc sinh, tir bé quyét dinh rit ngan 1é hgi van héa. Tuy
nhién, cai gia phai tra la ‘nguoi anh hung’ Sekitani Jun da bi budc thoi
hoc.”

Va t6i bo sung thém y cudi cung.

“Vay, tai sao lai c6 s chénh léch giita thoi gian dién ra sy kién va
thoi diém thoi hoc? Vao thoi diém thang Sau, Sekitani Jun dang la
nhan vat chu chét cia phong trao. Néu budc anh ta thoi hoc, bao dong
sé con lan rong. Thé nén c6 1€ nha treong da quyét dinh dé sau méi ky
luat, khi con thinh no da lang xudng, tirc 1a sau khi 1é hoi van héa dién

»

ra.

Két thic phan giai thich, t6i khé thd dai. Dot nhién, t6i cam giac
nhu hoi nong ctia mua he da quay tro lai.

Co 1€ giai thich nhw thé la tam on.

Mot trang vo tay hoi hot vang 1én. La Satoshi.

“Q, xudt sic qua, Hotaro! Thi ra la vay!”

Ibara lang lang thu don tai liéu. Trong nhuw dang tirc gian, nhung
hinh nhw c6 nang lic nao cling vay ma.

Con Chitanda...

Co tiéu thw phan khich hét nhw mot dia tré ngay tho dang xem xiéc,
tuon mot trang:

“Tuyét voi! Tuyét voi qua Oreki! Chi v&i ngan nay dit liéu ma c6
thé gidi ma dugc dén thé... Qua la chinh xac khi da nho téi cau ngay
tir dau!”

T6i cling la dia thdy vui khi dugc khen. Ty t6i cling cam thdy nu
Ccroi ngugng ngung cua minh.
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Xem chirng van dé cta Chitanda da duwgc giadi quyét, tap san ciling
c6 hy vong sé hoan thanh. Nhitng rac réi lién tiép xdy ra tr sau khi gap
Chitanda héi cudi thang Tw c6 1€ dén day ciling tam lang xudng.

Tam thoi, Chitanda tiép tuc cudc hop véi tw cach ngudi dan chuwong
trinh.

“Moi nguoi con cau héi nao khong?”

Khéng c6 cau hoi duwgce dua ra. Chitanda gat dau manh, budc vao
phan két.

“Vay thi, ching ta sé tién hanh lam tdp san nam nay dya theo gia
thiét vira réi cia Oreki. Noi dung cu thé sé ban bac vao hom sau. Vay
chung ta gidi tan ¢ day... Cam on cac cau!”

Tat ca thanh vién dong loat cti chao.

Chitanda tién t6i ra dén tan ctva. Nhin nu cuwoi cia Chitanda, t6i c6
thé thay ro c6 nang rat hai long véi két qua ngay hom nay.

“Thuc sy cdm on cau rat nhiéu!”

Chitanda cui dau that thap.

“Co phai két qua ctia minh té dau.”

To6i chi ndi vay réi xo6 giay. Satoshi vira ra treéc dang giuc téi nhanh
1én. Toi lai khong gi6éi nhd duong lam. That tiéc la luc vé cling phai dé
Satoshi dan dwong.

“Vay, hen gdp cau ¢ truong sau nhé...”

“U. Tam biét...”

T6i khé vay tay, ra khéi nha Chitanda.

Vi t6i da vé mat roi nén dwong nhién khong biét dwgc sau d6 Chitanda
thé nao.
Luc ay toi da khong biét rang sau khi toi di khoi, Chitanda ding &
thém nha, gwong mat bong 16 vé kinh ngac va thi tham diéu gi do.
Nhitng 16i cua Chitanda, nghe néi la nhw thé nay: “Nhung... Néu
vay thi, tai sao minh lai khoc?”
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VII

Sy that veé cau lac bo Co DPién giau lich

>

suw

Cudc théao luan két thic thi hoang hén cling buong xuéng. Trong sac
dé cam dang trai rong khap canh dong mua ha, Satoshi vira dap xe
cham cham, vira n6i bang mé6t giong nhé kho nghe:

“Néi that la t¢ bat ngd qua Hotaro! Bat ngo vai ca diéu cau noi nita.
Néu dung nhw 16i Hotaro, 1é hi Kan-ya cta chiing ta ton tai dugc la
nhd sy danh doi cudc doi hoc sinh ctia mot con ngwdi. Nhwng hon ca
thé, chinh viéc Hotaro tim cach gidi ma van dé md&i lam t& ngac nhién
nhat day!”

“Nghi ngo nang luc cua t6 ha?”

To6i dap trd niva dua nira that nhwng la thay Satoshi khong hé cudi.

“Tt sau khi vao treong Kamiyama, Hotaro da gidi dap duwgc nhiéu
diéu bi an dung khong nao. Lan dau tién gap Chitanda, cd vu cudn
sach dugc yéu thich nhung khong ai them doc cling 1a do Hotaro nghi
ra, t@ con duogc nghe viéc cau cling da danh bai anh chua tich cau lac bo
Bao Tuong nita.”

“Ngau nhién thoi.”

“Két qua sao ciling dugc. Van dé la viéc Hotaro mau xam ma lai x@
ly chuyén phién phitc nhw gidi ma bi an. Tai sao cdu lai lam thé, 1y do
da ro. Vi Chitanda phai khong?”

T6i nghiéng co, dinh nhé lai xem liéu c6 ding nhw vay khong.
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Néu noi la “vi Chitanda” c6 1é sé gay hiéu lam, nhung néu néi la
“tai Chitanda” sé dé chap nhan hon. Satoshi ltic tredc da tirng noi rat
chi ly. Rang néu khéng dugc nguwdi khac “str dung” toi sé chang dong
chan tay. Du khong truc tiép, nhung ding la vi dugc Chitanda “st
dung” nén t6i mdi xan tay giai quyét ngan ddy md rac roi. Nhung
ma...

“Nhung hom nay thi khac.”

bung thé. Hom nay thi khac.

“R0 rang Hotaro cé thé rit lui ma. H6m nay, trach nhiém giai ma bi
an dugc dwa déu cho bon nguwdi ching ta. Ké cd Hotaro tron tranh
bang cach thodi thac rang ‘t¢ chang biét gi’ thi c6 1é cling chang ai noi
gi dau, vay tai sao cau lai chui cad vao toa lét dé tim cho ra dap an
chi?”

Mat troi dan lan. Gié thoi mat lanh. T6i roi mat khoi Satoshi va chi
hwéng vé phia trudc.

“La vi Chitanda sao?”

Nghi van cua Satoshi la hgp ly. Néu binh thuong chac sé khong c6
chuyén toi dinh giai bai toan do dau. Toi cua ngay hom nay da kha la
hai.

DPung thé... N6i thé nao cho ding day?

Tai sao ban than lai nhw vay, trong tham tam tv t6i cling da hiéu
dwgc. Diéu d6 gan nhu chang lién quan gi t6i Chitanda ca. Tuy nhién,
t minh hiéu la mo6t chuyén, con khién cho nguwoi khac hiéu lai la
chuyén khac. Néu khong tinh thong hét tir khai niém cho dén ngén
ngit thi sé khong thé nao truyén dat dugc nhan thitc ctia minh. Du cho
do6i phuwong c6 tai ngoai cam nhu Satoshi di chang nita.

Khoéng, chinh vi doi phwong la Satoshi, thang ban chi c6t bao nam
nén moi cang kho giai thich. Bdi hanh dong va dong co cua toi trong
ngay hom nay da chéch ra khoi quy pham ctia t6i tir treéc dén nay.

Di nhién, t6i c6 thé néi minh khéng c6 nghia vu phai giai thich.
Rang “t¢ lam sao thi lién quan gi dén cau dau, Satoshi?”. Nhung toi
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cam thay thé6i thiic muon trd 10i Satoshi, va ban than t6i cling muon
sap xép lai chinh minh. Sau khi im lang mét héi, toi lya chon tir ngiy
va mo 10i:

“...Chaclavitg... da & cdnh mau xam ntra v0i nay roi.”

ey

“Nhac dén Chitanda, chang cé ai tiéu ton nang lwong hon c6 dy ca.
Lam chu tich cau lac bo thi rdo riét chuan bi tap san, lam hoc sinh thi
doc strc dat thanh tich cao trong thi c¥, lam mot con ngwoi thi deo
du6i ky niém. Thé ma c6 dy khong mét. Cau ciing thé day, ca Ibara
nita. May nguoi toan lam chuyén lang phi.”

“O thi... chic vay.”

“Nhung ma, cé bén kia doi bao gio cling xanh hon.”

N6i r6i toi ngirng lai. T6i cam giac van con cach dién dat khac hay
hon thé. Nhung tv nglt khong tai nao thoat ra dwgc. Khong con cach
nao khac, t6i danh tiép tuc.

“Nhin cac cau, thinh thodng t¢ lai thay khong yén. T¢ mudn yén on.
Nhung ké ca nhw vay té cling khong thdy cé gi tha vi.”

“Thé nén it nhat, nhw thé, gi nhi? it nhit cling suy luan, tht trai
nghiém cach soéng cua céac cau.”

Toi dwet 10i thi chi con nghe tiéng dap pé dan va tiéng gié thoi,
Satoshi im khong noi gi. Satoshi ma da m& miéng thi hoat ngén lam
nhung cling 1a dita c6 thé khong no6i nang gi, t6i cling két diém nay
cta han. Thé nhwng, ldc nay toi lai muén cau ta néi gi do. Toéi chi la
nhanh tri bién hé théi, chit khéng muébi bi im lang.

“Néi gi di chi!”

T6i cuwoi thic giuc, nhwng Satoshi van khong cwoi, cubi cung cling
1én tiéng.

“Hotaro...”

“Ha?”
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“Hotaro, ghen ti v6i mau hong sao?”
Khong chut suy nghi, toi dap:

“Chac vay.”

T6i ndm trong phong riéng, nhin 1én tran nha mau trang.

T6i nham lai nhitng gi da noi véi Satoshi.

Toi cling la dia thich diéu vui vé. Nhitng cau chuyén tam phao hay
nhac pop cling khong té. Hay bi Chitanda xoay nhw chong chong & cau
lac bo C6 Dién vdi toi cling la cach tot dé giét thoi gian.

Thé nhuwng, giad st, néu nhitng cau chuyén cwoi hay nhitng tro giai
tri ngan ngai khong con da sitc hap dan toi, néu t6i bi 16i cudn bdi
diéu gi d6 dén muc cé thé khong quan tdm dén thoi gian, cong sic...
D6 chang phai la diéu thich thi hon sao? D6 chang phdi la diéu mang
lai gia tri xng dang hay sao, cho du n6 co6 lam tieéu hao bao nhiéu
nang lvgng di chang nita.

Chang han, giong nhu Chitanda khao khat qua khi.

Va hon tét c4, giong nhv “nguwdi anh hung” Sekitani Jun ba muoi ba
nam truedc da bao vé 1é hoi Kan-ya, nhw suy luan cua toi.

Anh nhin caa ti ot lang thang v6 dinh ching o tiéu diém & dau.
Qua la moi lan nghi ngoi chuyén nay toi lai thay bt ridt khong yén.
T6i ngam nhin tran nha mau trang roi 1at minh nhin xudng san thi thay
bttc thw cta ba chi van bi vitt nguyén dé dap vao mat.

Anh mit t6i khong hiéu sao cit bi cuén vao mdt cau trong dé.

“Nhat dinh mwoi ndm sau, chi sé khéng nudi tiéc ngay hom nay
dau.”

Muoi nam sau. Ciing chi la twong lai mo mit véi mot dita binh
thwong nhw t6i thoi. Lic ay toi hai lam tudi. T6i cta tudi hai lam sé
nhin lai muwoi ndm trede nhw nao day? Liéu c6 thé nghi rang minh da
theo dudi dén cung diéu gi do6? Liéu khi Sekitani Jun hai muoi lam
tudi, chd ay c6 nudi ti€c nhitng budi t6i ctia tudi muoi lam?
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T6i thi...

Dot nhién c6 tiéng chudng dién thoai.

Khong, lam gi c6 cudc dien thoai nao dugc bao trude, y toi dot
nhién 1a bi bat ngd vé miit tdm 1y. Y thitc dot ngot bi kéo vé vai hién
thue, tdm trang roi boi cling lang xuong. Toi ué odi nhac minh day, di
xuong dwdi lau nghe dién thoai.

“... Vang. Oreki xin nghe.”

“@, Hotaro?”

To6i thay lanh ca song luvng. Giong noéi quen thudc vang 1én. Giong
néi lam xao tron phong cach séng cta to6i, mang dén da thi rac roi &
muc do cao hon. D6 la cu dién thoai ttr Oreki Tomoe.

Tir ba chi dang lang thang & Tdy A thi bi Mossad* hay gi d6 truy
dubi dén nodi phai lanh than & Lanh sy quan Nhat Ban. Du duong
truyén bi ré kho nghe, c6 1€ do dién thoai quoc t€, nhung khong thé sai
duoc.

To6i thanh that phéat biéu cam twdng khi 1au 1am r6i méi nghe lai
giong noi nay:

“Chi van con song day a?”

“An v6i cha néi. Bd em nghi chi bi xit béi mdt, hai tén cuép dugc
hay sao?”

Qua la da gap chuyén nhu vay. Cling chang ngac nhién.

R6i khong biét c6 phdi dé y cudc dién thoai hay khong ma chi t6i
bat dau lién thoang:

“Hém qua, chi viva ti Pristina. O' Nam T nhé. Tién nong, sitc khoe
déu khong van dé gi. Ké hoach van dang tién hanh thuan lgi. Tiép theo
sau khi dén Sarajevo* chi sé viét thw. Chi sé di thong tha th6i nén
khodng hai tuan sau nita nhé. Bao cdo hét! Thé em thi sao? Cé chuyén
gi khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Chi toi c6 vé hén hd. Nhu moi khi. Chi t6i la ¢6 nang cam xtc thay
doi nhanh chéng, hay gian, dé khoc, c6 thé vui ca ngay vi nhitng diéu
nho bé, nhung vé co ban la lic nao ciling c6 vé hén hé.

T6i xoan ngon tay vao soi day dién thoai, dap:

“Khong c6 gi ca. Mat tran Vién Dong van yén tinh.”

“Thé ha? Vay...”

Chi t6i dinh cip may. Néu bi cip may thi bi cip mdy cling duoc,
vdi tam trang dang mo ho nhw vay, toi tiép tuc:

“Bon em dang lam tap san. ‘Kem ba’...”

“... H&, gi co?”

“Bon em da tim hiéu vé chuyén cua Sekitani Jun.”

Chi t6i van noéi rat gap gap:

“Sekitani Jun? Cai tén nhiéu hoai niém that. O, chuyén dé van dugc
truyén dén tan bay gio a? Thé thi ‘l1é hoi Kan-ya’ van la tir cam ha?”

Toi khong ly giai dugc y nghia cta cau noi do.

“Gicoa?”

“Pé la mot bi kich day, khé chiu lam.”

Tw cam? Bi kich? Kho chiu?

Chuyén gi vay? Chi t6i dang néi gi thé?

“Pgi chut, em dang no6i chuyén Sekitani Jun day.”

“Chi biét, ‘ngwoi anh hung hao hiép’ chtt gi? Chinh em c6 hiéu
khong ay?”

Mot cudc hdi thoai that khong an nhap chit nao. Du cung néi vé
mot viéc ma khong cé cdm giac hiéu nhau.

Linh tinh mach bao cho t6i biét la tai sao. B&i vi t6i da sai lam.
Chac chan nhitng phan tich cua t6i & nha Chitanda, hodc sai, hodc con
thiéu sot. Tuy nhién, t6i khong hé cudng. Hinh nhw chi t6i biét ba
muoi ba nam trudce chuyén gi da xdy ra ¢ truong Kamiyama.

“Chi ké em nghe di, chuyén caa Sekitani Jun.”

T6i da dinh n6i chuyén hét sitc nghiém tuc.
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Va nhan lai mot cau tra 16i don gian.

“Chi khong c6 ranh thé dau! Bai bai!”

Cach. Tut., tat...

Toi dwa 6ng nghe ra khoi tai va nhin n6 tran tran nhw mot thang
dan.

“Ba chi chét tiét!”

T6i quang 6ng nghe xudng. May dién thoai dung dwa roi roi cop,
phat ra am thanh to twéng. Con byc bdi cua toi dwgc nhan doi. Puong
nhién, tai ba chi toi ca.

T6i khong nhé 1am nhitng gi chi toi da néi. Cau chuyén dién ra nhanh,
toi cling khong cé thdi gian xac nhan lai. Tuy nhién, duy chi c6 an
twgng rang chi t6i c6 thai do tiéu cuc d6i vdi su kién thi van con han
r0.

To6i vé phong, nhay 1én giwong, doc nguwgc cap dé cho dong tai liéu
cac thanh vién cau lac bd C6 Dién da thu thap duwoc roi ra 1a ta. “Kem
ba”, “Poan két va tiéng sung chao mirng”, “Nguyét san Truong
Kamiyama”, “Ky yéu 50 nam Truong THPT Kamiyama”... Va bitc
thu caa chi t6i gui tir Istanbul van dang nam d6. Toi doc lai mot lan
nita dong chir vira ndy, lan nay véi mot tam trang khac.

“Nhat dinh mwoi ndm sau, chi sé khéng nudi tiéc ngay hom nay
dau.”

Muoi nam sau w? Néu nhu Sekitani Jun, cha tich cau lac bo ba
muoi ba nam trudc, gio van con song thi c6 1€ da trac ngili tuan. Néu
van con song, liéu chid ay c6 nudi tiéc thoi hoc sinh khong?

Chac chan khong dau, to6i da nghi thé. Nghe theo tiéng goi nhiét
huyét ctia chinh minh va ctia bang hitu, vitt bé sy lIva chon tiép tuc
cudc doi hoc sinh, “anh hung” Sekitani Jun khong 1y nao lai an han vé
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quyét dinh qua cam do. Ké ti sau khi dwa ra suy doan vé quyét dinh
cta cha ay & nha Chitanda, dau d6 trong t6i da nghi nhuw vay.

Nhung, liéu c6 that thé hay khong?

Cung lam ciing chi l1a vi mot 1é hoi van héa. Vay ma bi du6i hoc,
cudc doi ré sang mot hwéng khac. Nhac dén cudc doi hoc sinh 1a nghi
t¢i mau hong, nhwng cai mau hong manh liét dén mirc phai bé dé cudc
doi hoc sinh do, liéu con c6 thé goi 1a mau hong hay khong?

Phan mau xam trong t6i 1én tiéng. Khong thé nao dau. Hy sinh vi
ban bé ma ttr bé tit ca. Liéu c6 ngwoi anh hung nao nhw thé khong, y
nghi dé 16n von trong dau t6i. Du tam gat sy phan bac do6 sang mot
bén thi van con su that 1a chi t6i da goi su kién kia la bi kich.

Xem xét lai m6t 1an nira nao. L6i tat cd nhitng gi dugc viét trong mé&
tai liéu nay ra.

Va lam sang t6 dén cung. Ba muoi ba nam trwdc, c6 that Sekitani
Jun da la mau hong hay khong?

Ngay hom sau, t6i mdc quan ao thuwong di dén truong, tir trrdng toi
goi dién cho Chitanda, Ibara va Satoshi rang can kiém chitng mot vai
diéu. Noi dung cuc ky don gian. T6i da truyén véi ba dira nhw thé nay:

“T¢ c6 dieu mudn bo sung vé viéc ngay hom qua. Nhw vay sé c6 thé
xac dinh duwgc chac chan. TG sé dgi ¢ 16p khoa hoc dia cau.”

Ba dita dén. Ibara thi mia mai t6i vé viéc lat lai chuyén c& twéng da
xac dinh dwoc chac chan roi, Satoshi thi vira cwdi vira lam mat nghi
ngo tredc hanh dong khong giong moi khi ctia tdi. Con Chitanda vira
nhin thay to6i da voi néi:

“Oreki, van con c6 viéc t@ can phai biét vé vu nay.”

T& cling vay ddy. Toi gat dau, dat tay 1én vai Chitanda.

“Yén tam. Nhat dinh h6m nay sé bo sung dugc hét. Bgi chiat nhé!”

“La sao Oreki? B6 sung cai gi cg?”
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“Bo sung la bo sung. La thao tadc thém vao dé dwa cai chwa hoan
thién dén gan cai hoan thién.”

T6i noi vay roi rit ra mot to photo. La 10i tya ctia “Kem DPa - S6 2”.

“Chua hoan thién, titc 1a gia thiét cta Oreki hom qua dé ha? Co cho
nao sai a?”

“Khong biét. Co thé la phuwong hwdng sai, c6 thé la chva da dao
sau.”

“Khong biét sao 6ng con goi bon téi dén?”

“Nghe da nao.”

T6i nhin cham cham vao t¢ ph6té da l1dy ra thay vi dwa cho bon
Chitanda xem.

“... Lé ra ching ta can xem xét ‘Kem Da’ k§y hon méi phai. Trong
nay viét ro la cau chuyén cia Sekitani Jun khong phai 1a mét thién anh
hung ca.”

Do 1a van dé ma hém qua Satoshi da gidi quyét. Bung nhw dv doan,
Satoshi xen vao:

“Khong phédi hém qua ching ta da né6i vé no roi sao?” :

“A dang thé. Tuy nhién, ciing c6 kha ning di chéch huéng.”

“N6i vay thi...”

“Tiép theo, doan ‘sy dau tranh, hy sinh, va cd nu cwoi do cua
Sempai’. ‘Hy sinh’ & day hiéu la ‘hy sinh’ liéu c6 dwgc khong? N6
con c6 nghia la ‘té song’ day.”

¥ “Té Song’ viét bang chitr Han khac ma. Bat dau bang chit ‘Sinh’
chi?”

“Chit ‘Sinh Chi’* phai khong nhi?” Chang dén lwot toi gidi thich,
Chitanda da trg giup:

“Khong. Du viét 1a ‘hy sinh’ nhung co6 thé doc la ‘té song’. Ngay
xtra ca hai von déu cung chi mot viéc.”
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Khong hé danh 1a hoc sinh xuét sac, rat nhanh gon. T6i da phai tra
tir dién mdi biét dwoc chuyén dé.

Nghe dén day, Satoshi thé dai noi:

“... Viéc con c6 cach doc khac thi t¢ hiéu roi. Nhung nhw vay ciling
la dwong nhién. Poc nhr nao mdi la ding, néu khdng hoéi chinh nguoi
viét thi sao ma biét dugc?”

Di nhién la vay. Cach doc ngay hém qua vé mat tv veng thi khong
sai. Ban than ngon ngit von khong c6 tinh minh x4ac nhw toan hoc nén
c6 nhiéu cach hiéu ciling la dwong nhién. Diéu t6i vira ndi chi la néu
1én kha nang c6 cach hiéu khac.

Nhung c6 cach dé tim ra dap an. Toi quay sang Satoshi gat dau nhw
thé chiing ta da hiéu y nhau.

“Chinh x4c. Chi can hoi nguoi viét la duoc.”

“... Aico?”

“Chinh la nguoi da viét 16i twa nay. Kooriyama Yoko. Ba muwoi ba
nam trude la hoc sinh 16p 10, hién tai khodng bén tdm hodc bon chin
tudi.”

Chitanda tron mat.

“Cau da tim c6 ay sao?”

T6i lac dau coc 16c:

“Sao phai tim. O ngay canh minh ma.”

Ibara ngdng mat kinh ngac. Pung nhw t6i nghi, ngwdi nhan ra la
Ibara.

“A! Thé a?”

“Thé day.”

“Thé day la sao?”

“Cai gi co cac cau?”

Ibara quay sang nhin t6i. T6i khé gat dau thic giuc c6 nang giai
thich.
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“... La c6 tha thu Itoigawa day. Co Itoigawa Yoko. Ho cii cta ¢ la
Kooriyama, dung khong?”

Ibara la uy vién thw vién. Han c6 nang c6 nhiéu co hoi tiép xic vai
tén that ctia c6 Itoigawa. Thé nén t6i da nghi thé nao c6 nang ciling
nhanh chéong doan ra.

“Pung thé. Gia st néu nghe tén ‘Satoshi Ibara’ cling sé khong nghi
rang Ibara da két hon vai Satoshi, nhung néu chit Han cda ‘Satoshi’ 1a
chit ‘Ly’ va chir ‘Chi’ thi lai khac. Hoi hiém cai tén nao doc la Yoko
nhung lai viét chit ‘Dwong’ va chit “T®’. Hon nita tudi c6 Itoigawa
cling hoan toan phu hgp véi théi diém cau chuyén”.

Ibara khoanh tay 1am bam gi d6 r6i lai chia miéng lwGi sac 1ém vao
toi:

“Pung la Oreki ham that day, t6i & gan c6 gido suot ma khong bdo
thi cling chang nhan ra dau, thé ma 6ng tinh that. Coéng nhan, hay dé
Chi-chan soi dau 6ng coi?”

Luc tredce toi cling da néi ro6i ma, y twdng lién tuc lée sang la nho
ban tay may man thoi. Chi vi thé ma bi Chitanda giai phau thi t6i cling
khong d& duogc.

Trong khi d6, hai méa Chitanda c dan dé trng 1én.

“Vay, vay thi, néu hoi c6 Itoigawa...”

“Thi sé biét duwgc chuyén ctia ba mwoi ba nam truedc. Tai sao dé
khong phai la thién anh huing ca, tai sao chiéc bia lai duwgc thiét ké nhw
thé, tai sao lai mang twa dé ky la la ‘Kem Da’... Va c6 1é cd cling sé
cho biét ca chuyén cua bac cau nira.”

“Nhung ong c6 bang chitng rang that sy ngwoi do la co Itoigawa
khong? Ngan nay nguoi xong dén gdp, nhd khong phdi la cd dy thi
buwc minh day.”

Khoéng c6 so had dau. T6i nhin dong ho deo tay.

0O, d4 gio nay roi co a?
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“Thuc ra té da xac nhan roi. Nghe noi hoi 16p 11 ¢6 lam chu tich
cau lac bo day. T¢ ciling dat lich hen c6 dé nghe chuyén réi. Sap dén
gio roi, di thoi, dén thw vién.”

T6i vira quay got thi nghe thay tiéng Ibara dudi dang sau nhw giéu
cot:

“Hang hai ghe ta.”

A ha.

Vao ky nghi heé, tit cd cadc tdim manh trong thw vién déu dugc kéo
xuong dé tranh 4nh nang gay gat gay ton hai dén nhitng cuén sach. Du
dang la ky nghi he nhung can phong thoang thodng mdy lanh van chat
kin bdi dam ngwoi ruc rich chuan bi cho 1é hoi Kan-ya va nhitng hoc
sinh cudi cap sap thi cr. Gido vu Itoigawa Yoko ma ching t6i tim
kiém dang ngo6i trong quay ghi chép gi d6. Co deo cap kinh ma lan
tredc gap ching t6i khong thay, nguwdi hoi do vé phia truedc va dwa bt
that nhanh. C6 c6 dang nguwdi kha nho nhan, than hinh manh khanh.
Trén gwong mdt da han mot vai nép nhan, dau tich cia ba muwoi mét
nam twr khi t6t nghiép trung hoc.

“Co Itoigawa!”

Toi 1én tiéng thi c6 Itoigawa m@i bat dau dé y thay chuing t6i. Co tw
tlr ngang dau l1én, mim cwoi.

“A, cac em & cau lac bd Co bién phai khong?”

RO6i ¢6 nhin quanh thw vién dong duc:

“0O day dong qua, chiing ta dén phong tha thw nhé!”

No6i doan c6 dan ching t6i vao phong thu thw &sau quay truec.

Phong thu thw 1a mét can phong khong gian am cting, nhé nhan
diang chi vira cho mot ngwoi lam viéc, may lanh ciling chi bat thoang
thodng nhw phong doc sach. Tam rém cira van dang & trén cao nhung
c6 nhe nhang kéo né xudng roéi moi bon téi ngdi xudng ghé x6 pha
danh cho khach. T6i thay thoang thodng mui hwong & dau day, thi hoa
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ra la ti binh hoa dugc trang tri trén chiéc ban duy nhat trong phong.
Bong hoa gidn di bé bong dén noi néu lo dang sé khong thé nhan ra,
c6 1é khong phai dé danh cho khach ma la dé chinh co thwéng thitc.

Chiéc ghé x6 pha tuy rong nhung qua la khong da cho bon ngudi
ngoi. Co Itoigawa mang tt* goc phong ra mét chiéc ghé gap réi chi vao
bdo “em nao khong phién thi ngoi day nhé”. Khong hiéu sao rat tu
nhién, ba ngudi kia ngoéi han vao chiéc x6 pha, mac dinh la chiéc ghé
gap dugc danh cho t6i. Co Itoigawa ngoi xudng chiéc ghé xoay, chong
tay 1én ban, nguwoi quay ra phia ching toi.

“Hinh nhw cac em c6 chuyén gi d6 muon hoi c6 phai khong?”

Co cét giong diu dang. D06 1a cau hoi danh cho tat ca thanh vién cau
lac b6 Co bién, nhung trong cudc hoi thoai nay, nguwdi dai dién cho
cau lac bo Co6 Dién c6 1é dwong nhién la t6i. T6i bong mudn khoanh
tay, vat tréo chan dé xua di cAm gidc ngugng ngung trong vai tro con
b& ngd, nhung da kim dé giit 1€ phép.

“Da vang. Chung em c6 diéu muon dwgc c6 noi cho biét. Trwde doé
em muon xac nhan lai mét lan nita, tredc mat cac ban day, ho cii cta
co Itoigawa la Kooriyama ding khong a?”

Co gat dau.

“Vay thi, ngwoi da viét cai nay la c6 ding khong a?”

Toi rat mot to photd tr trong thi quan ra, dwa cho cd. Co Itoigawa
cam ldy r6i dwa mat nhin qua va mim cwdi. Mot nu cwdi nhu hoa.

“U, 1a c6 day. Nhung ma ngac nhién qua. That khong ngd né van
con dugc lvu gitt,”

ROi t6i c6 cdm gidc nhw ¢6 khé dwa mat nhin xudng.

“Pai khai c6 da biét dwgc cac em dinh héi gi r6i. Khi c6 em trong
cau lac bo Co Dbién hoi ho cii ctia o, co6 da nghi phai chang la... cac
em muon biét vé phong trao cia ba mwoi ba nam trueéc ding khong?”

Binh boong! Qua la c6 biét 1o sw viéc.
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Nhung doéi 1ap véi vé mat han hoan ky vong cua ching toi, co
Itoigawa khé thd dai.

“Co6 diéu, tai sao gio nay cac em lai muén biét chuyén ngay xwa?
CO c nghi chuyén nay da bi lang quén roi co.”

“Vang. Néu ban Chitanda nay khong phai la mot manh thd chuyén
to mo chuyén ky la thi chac chiing em ciing chang dé y t6i dau.”

“Manh tha?”

“Xin 16i, y em la tin d6 dam mé kham pha.”

Co Itoigawa va Satoshi bat cuoi, Ibara thi cau kinh. Chitanda cling
phan bac bang giong nhé nhe nhung t6i 1o di. Co Itoigawa mim cudi
v@i Chitanda.

“Tai sao em lai cé hitng thud véi phong trao ngay ay?”

Toi cdm thay Chitanda dang nam chat 1ong ban tay dat trén dui. Co
1& 6 nang cang thang chang. Chitanda tra 10i ngan gon:

“Bai vi Sekitani Jun la bac cta em.”

Co Itoigawa budt miéng thot 1én mot tiéng o.

“Vay a? Sekitani Jun... That la cai tén day hoai niém. Anh 4y van
khoe chi?”

“Em khong biét a. Bac em bi mat tich & An D9.”

Lai mot tiéng 0 nita. C6 Itoigawa hau nhw khong dé 10 vé bdi roi.
Con ngudi ta, khi da trdi qua nam mwoi nam cudc doi thi sé co thé gitr
cho minh tinh lang trvdc moi viéc chang?

“Vay a? Lic nao co6 cling hy vong dwoc gap anh &y mét lan.”

“Em cling wdc gi c6 thé gap lai bac dy du chi mot 1an théi.”

Sekitani Jun la nhan vat c6 sttc 16i cuon khién ngudi khac muén gap
lai thé v? Néu la ngwdi nhw vay thi t6i cling mudn gap thi.

R6i nhu gom hét tinh cam, Chitanda ttr ton néi:

“Co Itoigawa, c0 hdy cho em biét, ba mwoi ba nam truedc, da xay ra
chuyén gi vay a? Vu viéc cua bac em, tai sao lai khong phai la mot
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thién anh hung ca? Tai sao tap san cta cau lac bo Co Dién lai c6 twa
de la ‘Kem B4&’?... Suy doan ctia Oreki ding dén dau a?”

“Suy doan?”

Co Itoigawa hoi toi:

“Chuyén nhu nao vay em?”

Satoshi lén tiéng:

“Thwa c6, chuyén la Oreki da chap n6i cAc manh ghép tir cac tai liéu
khong chac chan va dwa ra suy doan veé sy viéc xdy ra ba muoi ba nam
tredc. Co hay danh it thoi gian dé nghe cau dy néi a!”

Xem chirng t6i phai thuat lai chuyén ngay hém qua roi. A khong,
von la toi cling da dy dinh nhw vay, nhwng dwa ra suy doan triedc mat
nguwoi trong cudc can chuan bi tinh than trwedc. Khong phai 1a toi
khong ty tin v&i suy luan cia minh, va ciing khong so néu nhitng diéu
minh néi la sai. T6i liém moi, bat dau suy luan theo phuwong phap
5W1H giong nhu hom qua.

“Trwdc hét, nhan vat chinh trong sy kién la...”

“... Vi vay, em cho rang viéc th6i hoc da dugc lui dén thang Muoi.
Em xin hét a.”

Co 1€ vi la chuyén da tirng néi mot 1an réi nén chinh t6i cling ngac
nhién khi thdy minh cé thé trinh bay cau chuyén mach lac va logic.
Thém viéc khong phai vién dan tai liéu nén hau nhw khong mat may
thoi gian.

Trong khi t6i trinh bay thi c6 Itoigawa tuyét doi im lang, nhung t6i
vira ditt 16i 6 lién n6i vé6i Ibara:

“Ibara, em c6 mang tai liéu cac em da xem khong?”

“Da khong a.”

“Em c6 day a.”

Satoshi rut tap ph6to gdp lam tw tir trong chiéc tdi vai gut day ra,
dwa cho c6 Itoigawa. Co Itoigawa lwét mat qua mot lwgt réi ngang dau
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len.

“Chi v&i ngan nay ma cac em da l1ap duwgc ra cau chuyén vira réi
sao?”

Chitanda gat dau.

“Vang, la ban Oreki a,”

No6i thé gy hiéu lam mat.

“Em chi tém tat lai dya trén suy luan cta cac ban thoi a.”

“Thé nao di nita.”

Phu, c6 Itoigawa thd mot tiéng. Co dé xap photd 1on x6n trén ban,
bat tréo chan.

“That kinh ngac.”

“Sai r6i ha c6?”

Co0 giado lac dau trudc cau hoi cuia Ibara.

“Clt nhw cac em da tan mat chitng kién cau chuyén vay. Nhitng 10i
Oreki n6i hau hét déu ding nhw sy that. Cam gidc nhw qua khi¢ cia
bon c6 da bi nhin thau vay, that la lung.”

T6i théd phu mot tiéng.

MGt phan vi an tdm, m6t phan vi dién bién dén thoi diém nay ding
nhw dv doan cua toi.

“Cac em con muon héi gi hon khéng? Néu la mudn kiém tra dap an
thi c6 hoan toan c6 thé cho cac em diém do roi day.”

“Da, em thi khong biét a. Nhung Hotaro bao c6 cho thiéu sot.”

Pring thé. Thiéu sot.

T6i hoi dieu minh d@ muon hoéi nhat. D6 1a mot cau héi véi ham vy,
liéu c6 phdi Sekitani Jun da hy sinh vi cuéc doi hoc sinh mau hong
hay khang. Cu thé nhw thé nay:

“Em muon hoéi mot diéu. Sekitani Jun da ty nguyén muon tr@ thanh
tdm khién cho tat ca hoc sinh ha c6?”

T6i cam gidc nhw vé mat cta c6 Itoigawa ndy gio hién hoa bong
nhu dong cing lai trude cau hoi do.

https://thuviensach.vn



Co Itoigawa nhin toi tran tran.

T6i chd doi. Ca Chitanda va Ibara va Satoshi, du cé 1€ déu khong
hiéu cau héi do6 c6 y nghia nhw nao, cting cho dgi.

... Sy im lang thuc té da khong kéo dai 1au. C6 Itoigawa, cudi cung
cling cat tiéng nhu thi tham, va dau do c6 vé trach moc.

“Pung la, c@ nhw bi nhin thau vay... Pé trd 10i cau héi do, co 1é
tredc hét co nén ké lai cau chuyén nam dy. Du da kha xwa roi, nhung
c6 van con nhé y nguyén.”

Thé la c6 gido - cwu hoc sinh tén thoi con géi la Kooriyama Yoko ké
cho ching t6i nghe, vé “cudc dau tranh thang Sau” ctia ba muoi ba
nam truéc.

“Lé hoi van hoéa trwong ta bay gid van rat s6i néi néu so v@i cac
treong khac, nhung so véi ngay xwa thi da tram hon kha nhiéu. Hoi ay
1é hoi van héa trweong Kamiyama giong nhw muc tiéu song cua moi
nguwoi vay. Co thé néi lan séng manh mé kéu goi vitt bé cai cii, don
chao thoi dai méi lan khap Nhat Ban thoi by gio da hién dién &
trrong Kamiyama duwdi hinh thiec caa 1é hgi van héa chang?

“Tuy nhién, trwdc khi c6 vao treong mot thoi gian, né gan nhuw da
bién thanh bao dong. Nhitng vu nao loan tai 1é hoi van héa tré nén qua
khich, cac bién phap ngan chdn ciing dan vo ich. Du c6 cho rang né
van con kha trat ty so v6i nan bao lyc hoc dudng thai ky sau nay,
nhuwng doi véi cac thay co gido héi dé6 ma ndi thi qua la cai gai trong
mat.”

“Ho6i d6” theo 10i ctia co, dbi vébi toi la cau chuyén thudc pham tru
lich stt Nhat Ban hién dai. Thoi ky ma lan song manh mé lan khap
Nhat Ban c6 1€ 1a diéu kho6 hinh dung doi véi t6i, va v6i ca nhitng dita
song cung thoi vai toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thang Tw nam do, hinh nhw thay hiéu trudng dwong nhiém da dwa
ra 10i kéu goi tai h6i nghi gido vién. Phai r6i, trong nay c6 ghi day.
‘Chung ta khong dugc thoa man véi viec lam mot ngoi truong chua
trong ngoi lang nho bé’. Bay gio nght lai thi c6 1€ hiéu treong Aida da
tién doan duwoc vé xa hoi sau nay, nhuwng lic do6 phat ngon cua thay bi
cho rang day chi la hinh thitc, con dung y thyc sy 1a dap tat 1é hoi van
hoa.

“Khi nha treong cong bo lich 1€ hoi van héa, moi ngudi da rat xon
xao0. Bé&i tredc gio 1é hdi von dugc to6 chite trong nam ngay bi rut mat
ba ngay xudng con hai ngay, t6 chitc vao ngay thwong thi bi doi thanh
cudi tuan. That ra, néu cat bé nhitng chd can cat bo thi lich trinh hai
ngay van du dé t6 chitc, nhung viéc 1é hoi bi pha dam la diéu khong
thé chip nhan dwoc.

“Keé tir sau do, khong khi soi suc lan khap trueong, ai cling linh cam
duworc sé co chuyén gi do xay ra.

“Truwdc tién la nhitng t0 gidy dan chwri rda nha truong bang tir ngily
tho tuc. Tiép dén la cac budi dién thuyét. Goi la dién thuyét thyc ra chi
la diéng trén buc va muén noéi gi thi néi, nhung moi ngudi deéu rat
quyét liét. N6 da nhan duwgc sy ing ho nhiét tinh lam. Ro6i phong trao
con dién bién dén mitc cac cau lac bo khoi van héa nghé thuat con
thong nhat sé lién két véi nhau.

“Thé nhung... Du doan tredc sé c6 chong doi nhung van kién quyét
tién hanh rat ngan 1€ hoi van héa, nhin vao hanh dong dé co6 thé thay
quyét tam cua phia nha treong cling khong hé don gian. Néu thiyc hién
phong trao phan khang mot cach cé t6 chitc thi ciing can chuan bi tinh
than nhan hinh phat. Nhiéu nguwdi ho khau hiéu thi rat hay nhung dang
xau ho thay, khong mot ai dam ding ra &ng c vi tri lanh dao phong
trao lien minh gitta cac cau lac bg.”

Co Itoigawa no6i dén doé thi hoi nhdc minh doi tw thé. Tiéng ghé kéu
cut kit theo ctr dong cua co.
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“Va thé 1a ngudi rat phai que tham khong may man chinh 1a bac cta
em, Sekitani Jun. Trén thuyc té, chi dao phong trao 1a mot nguwdi khac,
nhung tén ctia nguwoi d6 nhat quyét khong duwgce dé 16 ra.

“Phong trao ngay cang trd nén sbi noi, cudi cung ké hoach rit ngan
1é hoi da bi dap tan. Trong nay ciling viét la 1é hoi lai duge t6 chirc
binh thwvong nhv moi nam nhi?”

Co0 nodi giong binh than khong chit xen lan cam xuc, t6i c6 thé cam
nhan dugc trong do sttc ndng cua khoang thoi gian ba muoi ba nam.
Ca y chi manh mé cta phong trao, ca sw hen nhat cua nhitng ké dun
day vi tri 1anh dao déu da Iui vao di vang. “Thé nhung, bon co da di
qua xa,” co Itoigawa ti€p tuc.

“Trong giai doan dau tranh dy, bon c6 da tdy chay ca cac gid hoc.
Tat ca hoc sinh do6 xudng san treong, dong loat ho to cac khau hiéu.
Khi phong trao 1én dén dinh diém, bon c6 con dung ca Itra trai dé nang
cao khi thé. Sy kién xdy ra vao dém hom ay.

Co khong biét 1a Itra bi gi6 tat hay ai dé da c6 tinh phéng Itta nhung
hoa hoan da xdy ra ¢ ca vo duong. Vi chi la dam chay nhé, Itta dugc
dap tat ngay, nhung vo duwong von kha cii ky da bi hiy hoai mot niva
dwdi ap lyc nwée ctaa xe citu hoa.”

Vé mat cua Chitanda va Ibara co ram lai. Cé I€ toi cling vay. Chi
nghe chuyén thoi cling da cdm thay tinh hinh té thé nao. Cho du la
gian tiép di chang nita, hanh dong pha hoai co sé vat chat nha truong
la diéu kho cé thé nham mat cham chuéec.

“Riéng viéc dé la hanh vi pham phap khong thé bao chita ciling
khong thé bé qua. May thay, phia nha trwong cling khong dé canh sat
can thiép vi khéng muon vu viéc lan rong, nhung ciing khong ai phan
do6i dugce gi khi nha tredng mang van dé do ra xit 1y sau khi 1€ hoi két
thdc... N6i ding hon la sau khi 1é hgi két thuc, tat ca déu khong biét
diéu gi dang doén doi.”

“Va trong khi nguyén nhan thyc té gay ra vu héa hoan van chwa
duwgc lam r6, nha treong quyét dinh x phat dé ran de moi nguwoi. Doi
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twong chinh la nguwoi lanh dao phong trao trén danh nghia, Sekitani
Jun.

“Thoi do cé thé dua ra quyét dinh xi phat thoi hoc dé dang hon bay
gig nhiéu. Cho dén tan lic cudbi cung, anh Sekitani van rat 6n hoa.
Nhung em da hoi cé phéi anh dy ty nguyén mudn trd thanh tdm khién
hay khong phai khong?”

Toi cam giac nhu c6 Itoigawa dang mim cuwdi v6i minh.

“Co 18, em da biét cau tra 10i roi chi?”

Sau khi két thic cau chuyén dai, co Itoigawa ditng day, rét nwdc nong
vao cOc ca phé va uong.

Chung t6i ngoi yén khong ai n6i gi. Ciing c6 thé 1a khong thé noi gi.
Moi cta Chitanda dwdng nhw hoi map may. Toi nghi dé la tir gi do co
ba tiéng nhw “that kinh khuing”, “that tan nhan”, nhung khong chac
chan lam.

“Co da ké hét chuyén roi day. Cac em con cau hdi nao khac
khong?”

Ng6i lai vao chiéc ghé xoay, co Itoigawa noi thé vGi giong diéu
khong thay do6i. Qua la doi vdi cb Itoigawa, day da la chuyén qua khi.

Cudi cung, ngwoi mé miéng la Ibara.

“Vay thi tdm... tdm bia do6 la birc tranh tai hién chuyén lic d6 phai
khong a...”

Co Itoigawa im lang gat dau.

T6i nhd lai tdim bia cua “Kem Da”. Bitc tranh c6 con cho va con tho
dang can nhau. Mot bay thé quay thanh vong tron ngam hai con vat do6
tr xa.

Con ché twgng treng cho phia nha tredng, bay tho 1a hoc sinh. Con
con tho dang dau véi con ché 1a Sekitani Jun u?

Khi nay nghe c6 ké chuyén, t6i chgt nh¢ ra mdt viéc nén ciling 1én
tiéng:
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“Trong cac co sd vat chat caa truong Kamiyama chi cé vo duong la
cti hon han, c6 phdi la vi vo dwong khi d6 da dugc xay lai phai khong
a?”

Vé cii ky cia vo duong chinh la diéu da khién Chitanda ban khoan
hé6i thang Tw. Mac du khi ay t6i chang nghi nggi gi ca.

“Pung vay. Cac toa nha cua trwong cong lap phai cho dén khi tudi
tho cong trinh hét han mdi dwoc tu sita. Khodng muwdi nam trwée, khi
cac co sd vat chat khac dong loat dwgc xay lai thi chi c6 v6 dwong van
chwa du tu6i tho.”

Tiép theo, Satoshi néi vé 1é phép:

“Em thwa c6, c6 khong dung tir 1€ hoi Kan-ya diung khong a?”

To6i i twdng tén nay noi gi chang lién quan nhung trai véi dw doan,
cO giao mim cuwoi:

“Tai sao a, c6 nghi em da biét r6i chit?”

“Da?”

Lé hoi Kan-ya?

Ra vay, “lé hoi Kan-ya”. Ba chi t6i da noi trong dién thoai rang cach
goi nay la tir cdm & cau lac bd Co6 Pién. Du hoi mudn nhuwng cudi cing
toi cting da hiéu ra.

“La bai Sekitani Jun khong mong muon tr¢ thanh anh hung ding
khong c6? Thé nén c6 mdéi khong dung tir 1é hdi Kan-ya.”

“Fuku-chan, la sao co?”

Satoshi van mim cwdi nhw moi khi, nhwng nu cuwoi dy chang giong
v@i Satoshi teo nao, mot nu cuwoi khong co chut mung vui.

“Chir ‘Kan-ya’ trong tt 1é hoi Kan-ya khong phai la Kamiyama
dau. No6 viét bang chit ‘Seki’ va chir ‘Tani’* day. Hom trwdc cudi cung
t@ cling da phat hién ra. Chac chan moi nguwoi da dat biét danh ’1é hoi
Sekitani’ dé tan duwong ngwdi anh hung, nhuwng néu nguwdi nao biét dé
la sy gia doi thi sé ho khong goi nhuw thé.”
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... Dén lugt Chitanda hai:

“Thwa c6, co co6 biét tai sao bac em lai dat tén tap san la ‘Kem Da’
khong a?”

Thé nhung c6 Itoigawa cham rai lac dau truedc cau hai do.

“Khi dy doan dugc viéc minh sé bi thoi hoc, anh Sekitani da cuwong
quyét dat tén nhw vay, du anh dy hiém khi ap dat diéu gi. Anh ay néi
rang minh chi c6 thé lam dwgc nhv thé nay. Nhung rat tiéc la ¢6 khong
hiéu y nghia ctia né.”

... Khong hiéu?

Khong hiéu that khong vay? Ca co Itoigawa, ca Chitanda? Ca Ibara,
ca Satoshi?

Tinh t6i chang bao gio gian di¥, vi sé mét lam. Nhung gio t6i cdm
thdy minh dang buc boi. L& nao khong c6 ai hiéu dugc thong diép cia
Sekitani Jun u? Cai thong diép dé ¢t nhw thé nay, ma céi 1 ching toi
dang ra phai hiéu lai khéng hiéu dugc. Vi vay ma toi tic gian.

Khi nhan ra thi t6i da thdy minh dang gan giong, khong nham vao
mot ai.

“Khong hiéu u? Nay gid moi ngudi nghe chuyén kiéu gi vay? Y
nghia chang phai da qua r6 rang sao? Mot 16i choi chit tam phao!”

“Hotaro?”

“Sekitani Jun muon truyén suy nghi ctia minh dén nhitng hau boi
cta cau lac bo Co bién nhw ching ta day, chu dy da giti gam no trong
chinh tira dé cta tap san. Chitanda, cau gioi tiéng Anh co ma?”

Dot nhién bi chi dich danh, Chitanda bdi réi 1ap bap:

“0, a, tieng Anh &?”

“A, day 1a 4am hiéu. A khong, néi diing hon 1a choi chi...”

T6i nhin co Itoigawa thi khong thay c6 t6 phan ng gi. Ciing c6 thé,
c6 da nhan ra y nghia cta tir nay tr 1au r6i. Nhan ra la hién nhién. Vay
tai sao lai khong noéi cho chiing t6i biét nhi? Chuyén do t6i khong biét,
nhwng t0i cling c6 cam gidc néu & vi tri cda cb, cé 1€ day khong phai
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viéc c6 thé cong khai cho tit cd moi nguwoi. Hay day cling la truyén
thong cua cau lac bé Co6 Pién?

“Oreki, cau da biét roi a?”

“0, t6i lai ngac nhién vé 6ng qud, Oreki! Cé that di biét khong
vay?”’

“N6éi di nao, Hotaro!”

Khong biét la 1an thit may t6i bi mdy tén nay don ép nhu vay. Moi
lan nhuw thé, t6i lai vira thd dai roi dwa ra cau tra 16i theo cach cua toi.
Thé nhung, chi cé lan nay t6i m@i cam thay that may man vi y twéng
tirc thoi da 16e 1én trong toi dau tién. Béi khong can ai chi cho, toi da
c6 thé hiéu dwoc su nuoi tiéc va sy hai hwde caa Sekitani Jun.

Toi noi:

“Kem Da la gi?”

Chitanda noi:

“La tén tap san cua cau lac bo Co bién.”

“Nghi theo danh tir chung di!”

Satoshinoi:

“La ‘da’ - ‘ice’ phai khong? Ice candy?”

“Thu tw ‘ice cream’ di!”

Ibara noi:

“Ice cream? DAy la thong diép sao?”

“Ngat am tiét xem!”

Oi troi hét chiu néi. Sao 1an nao tdi ciing trong vai tro nay vay? Hay
may nguoi da quen véi viéc héi gi dap ndy mat roi?

“Ice cream’ ty né thi khéng thanh théng diép dwgc. Thé nén té da
bao la choi chit ma!”

To6i im lang mot lic thi cudi cung vé mat ctia Satoshi vut thay doi.
Néu néi la xdm ngoét thi qua 10i nhung c6 1€ la hoi mat sinh khi
chang? Pén lwot Ibara thot 1én khong giau vé khé chiu: “A, hiéu r6i.”
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Con lai Chitanda, nhung c6 18 c6 nang chiu r6i. T6i nghe noi
Chitanda hoc giéi déu, dwong nhién ciing siéu tiéng Anh. Nhung toi
cling biét c6 vé c6 nang khong tinh nhanh lam trong may chuyén nhw
nay. Va t6i thi khong c6 hitng thi thi tri ngudi ta cho dau dau.

Toi 1ay but bi viét 1én bia sau cua t@ ph6to phan 16i tira cuén “Kem
ba - So6 2”.

“Tu ma bac cau da dé lai la day.”

Toi dwa cho Chitanda dang nghi nghi ngoi nggi.

Chitanda nhan lay, doi déng tr trong thoang choc m@ to. Roi co
nang thot 1én mot tiéng “a” va im lang nhin cham cham vao doé.

Anh mét cuaa tat ca moi nguoi dé don vao Chitanda.

Hai khoe mat cta Chitanda ngan ngdn nuwdc. Vay la téi da hiéu.
Rang 10i nho va su6t mady thang nay cua Chitanda cudi cung ciing da
dwogc hoan thanh.

“... Té nhérar6i.” ¢

Chitanda thi tham.

“T'¢ nho ra r6i. T¢ da héi bac ay ‘Kem Da’ c6 nghia la gi. Va bac ay
da noi vadi td, dung thé, 1a ‘Hay manh mé 1én!’

“Rdng néu t& yéu dudi thi sé c6 mot ngay td khong con co thé gao
thét nira. Néu nhu vay thi t& sé song ma...”

Do6i mat ay hudng vé toi.

“Oreki, t& da nhd ra réi. Té da khoc vi sg hai khi nghi rang minh sé
song ma nhu da chét... Tot roi, nhw vay la t& sé c6 thé dua tién bac
thanh than...”

Nu cuoi nd trén guong madt Chitanda. Chitanda dung mu ban tay lau
khée mat nhu thé bay gio méi nhan ra mat minh dang wét. Luc dy, tdm
gidy ghi nhd trén tay cd nang huéng vé phia t6i. O d6 c¢6 dong chit toi
da viét nguéch ngoac.

I scream. (Toi gao thét).
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VIII

Nhitng ngay thang ctia cau lac bo Co
Dién tran day hy vong

Theé 1a 1€ hoi van hoa ciling da ké can. Khi nhin 1én bau trgi thu trong
xanh bén ngodi ctra s6 cua 16p khoa hoc dia cau, cdm gidc nhw nhitng
ngay cua ky nghi he ay da tré nén xa x6i lam. Ké ti* ngay lan theo su
tiéc nudi ctia Sekitani Jun va kham pha ra y nghia that sy cia “Kem
P4a”, cong cudc lam tap san cta chiung toi thue sy dwge bat dau.

Va né van chua hoan tat.

Trong khi t6i dang ng6i viét thu cho ba chi da bat tin may thang thi
& bén canh, chién treong tham khoc van dang tiép dién.

“Fuku-chan, van chwra xong sao! Pa qua gio hen véi hang in r6i do!”

Ibara kéu nhw that thanh. Phan trang Satoshi dwgc phan cong van
chwa hoan thanh. Binh thwong Satoshi tuyét déi khong 16 vé ludng
cubng nhung gio cling dang vat chan lén co.

“Chut xiu, chat xiu nita théi ma. That day!”

“Chang phai mét tuan trudc cau cling noi thé con gi!”

Ngudi chiu trach nhiém chinh vé viéc bién tap tap san dwong nhién
la Chitanda - chu tich cau lac bg, nhung nhitng viéc mang tinh thuc té
nhuv phan trang va lién hé v6i nha in thi do Ibara - nguwoi c6 kinh
nghiém trong chuyén nay phu trach. Co thé n6i nho lich trinh gat gao
khong kip thé cia Ibara ma viéc lam tap san duwgc tién hanh nghiém
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tic va tr6i chdy. Du t6i van chwa xem ban thdo do chinh Ibara viét
nhung hinh nhw do 1a bai cAm nhan vé mot bé manga duwgc coi la danh
tac kinh dién. T6i nhé la c6 nang c6 nhac dén dai loai nhw “chua”,

(13 » KR

mu”, “x6 s0”, c6 1 1a manga vé tro rit tham chang?

Trong khi do, ban thao chwa hoan thanh ctua Satoshi du bi Ibara van
day cot lién tuc, theo 10i kho chia 1a mot cau chuyén di dém vé nghich
ly Zeno*. Mot dé tai kha la ty do phéng tac, nhung néu doc cac an ban
cli cua “Kem D4” thi thiy tap san cua cau lac bd C6 Dién cé vé “gi
cling c6”, dé tai ctia Satoshi lién quan dén “Coé Pién” theo kiéu ban vé
mot nghich ly C6 Dién, thé nén van c6 thé chdm chudc dwge chang?
Can nhac viéc Satoshi con kiém vai tro & ca cau lac bo Tha Cong va
Uy ban Hanh chinh nén s6 trang dwgc phan cong cho cau ta khé it, dau
vay Satoshi van dang kho s& vat 16n. Xem chirng cau ta khong c6 tai
viét lach lam. D6 la diém yéu bat ngd ma toi da tim ra.

Satoshi cwdi nhan nhé cam dau vao to ban thdo, Ibara thi di di lai lai
sau lwng han choc choc lai li€c dong ho deo tay. Bat chot thi Ibara héi
toi nhw vira nhé ra diéu gi.

“N6i m@i nhé, Chi-chan dau r6i? To6i c6 chuyén muén ban vé kinh

£

phi.

Satoshi dinh m@ miéng néi gi dé6 nhung bi Ibara lwom mot cai nén
lai ludéng cudng quay vé vdi ban thdao. Khong con cach nao khac, toi
phéi dirng but ma tra 10i:

“Chitanda di tham mo ro6i.”

“Mo?”

“Cua bac Sekitani Jun. Cau &y mudn nhanh théng mang ban thao do
dén viéng truwdc vong linh bac ay.”

Bén thdo d6 la bai tom tat viéc chung t6i da truy tim sw kién ba
muoi ba nam tredc nhw thé nao.

Toi da viét dudi sy hgp tac ctia Chitanda. T6i von khong thich lam
dung nhitng phép tu tir khong can thiét nén ban thdo da tré thanh mot
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bai van xuoi vo cung kho khan.

“Vay... a?”

Ro6i Ibara néi nhu thi tham, nhw thé déc khi da bay bién mat.

“Thé Chi-chan da néi gi?”

“Khong, chang noi gi ca.”

T6i khong noi doi. Ngay dién ra dam tang cua Sekitani Jun, ngay toi
dwa ban thédo, va cd ngay hom nay khi mang n6 dén viéng truedc vong
linh bac, Chitanda déu khong dé 16 cam xtc nao. Hodc c6 thé c6 nang
da che gidu, nhung t6i nghi khong phdi nhw vay. Ngay hém ay, ngay
hiéu ra y nghia ctia “Kem D4a”, nhitng khiic mac trong cau chuyén cta
Chitanda da dwogc gidi quyét. Con lai la Chitanda ly gidi va dén nhan
nhu thé nao. Va dé khong phai la viéc toi biét duoc.

“Htm... Fuku-chan, tay dirng r6i kia! Con nam phut nita cdu lam
sao thi lam nhé!”

“Nam phut! Thé thi hoi da man day, Mayaka!”

Madc ké vo kich lai vira dugce khai man, t6i chim vao suy nghi. Bung
ra thi sy kién d6 khong phai 1a sy kién cda riéng minh Chitanda. Chac
chan noé ciing da dat ra cho ca Ibara, ca Satoshi bi an nao do, va dem
dén 10i giai cho ca hai nguoi.

Con toi thi sao?

... T6i dirng but & cho thich hgp r6i nhac tii deo 1én vai. Con buon
ngu chap chon kéo dén gitta khong khi thu mat rwgi. Chi thé nay that
khong phai vGi Satoshi dang bi don vao dwong cung va Ibara, nhung
toi quyét dinh vé thoi.

Pring luc ay.

Canh ctra bat md, c6 bong nguoi bay vao trong 16p khoa hoc dia
cau. Han c6 viéc gi khan cap lam chang, nguoi dang guc mdt xuéng
ma thd hon hén la chu tich cua ching t6i, Chitanda. Ca t6i, ca Satoshi,

https://thuviensach.vn



ca Ibara déu & khau trurde s xuat hién dot ngot ay. Chitanda van dang
thd doc nhung cudi cung c6 nang cling ngang dau lén.

“0, Chitanda. T¢ nghe noi cau di tham mo ma?”

Co0 nang gat dau céi rup trwedc cau hdi cta Satoshi.

“U. Nhung c6 chuyén t& cit td md mai nén da quay lai.”

ToO mo?

Tbi c6 linh cdm xau. A khong, khong phai linh cdm. Kinh nghiém
tich liiy dugc dang dy doan dién bién tiép theo. Mai toc dai cua
Chitanda rin mo hoéi anh 1én den nhéanh, hai ma hoi ttng hong sac anh
dao. Va d6i mat sang lén long lanh tran day sitc song. Dau hiéu cua
con hiéu ky dang boc phat.

“Chi-chan, cau to mo chuyén gi thé?”

Pirng c6 hoi, dirng c6 hoi! Téi khé luon qua sau lwng Chitanda va
c thé dinh chuon ludn khoi 16p khoa hoc dia cau.

Nhung, qua la khong thé thoat. Co nang biét téng, khong sao qua
mat dugc tiéu thu dau. Canh tay t6i bi tébm lay. Chitanda kéo toi di.

“Bon minh di nao, Oreki. Téi san tap ban cung, van con kip.”

“Gi thé, gi vay?”

Du biét 1a vo ich nhung t6i van mot myc phan khang. Tuy nhién
dwong nhw Chitanda lai hiéu do6 1a mot 101 yéu cau gidi thich. C6 nang
lac dau.

“T'6 nghi dé cau tryc tiép nhin thay sé dé hon la trinh bay.”

Tuyét vong r6i. Mot khi Chitanda da nhw nay thi xét vé két qua,
cach tiét kiém nang lwong nhat la theo c6 nang dén cung. Thay vay,
Satoshi bat cuwoi. Ibara nhtin vai roi bé cudc, noi:

“Hiéu roi, thi di. Rot cudc la lai nhw moi lan chi gi?

Chitanda dirng buéc, quay lai. R6i c6 nang huwéng cap mat to tron
nhin thang vao t6i, kh6e miéng map may:

“U, ding vay... TG, rat to mo.”
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IX

Thuwr gwri dén Sarajevo

Than gui chi Oreki Tomoe,

Em c6 viéc muén héi chi nén gtti thu nay. Em chdac mam chi van
dang & khdch san lan trudc.

Chuyén ctia cau lac bé C6 Dién, chi da biét dén dau vay?

Chi bdt em vao cau lac b6 vdi y dinh gi thé?

Néu la chi, han phdi ré6 em thich phong cdch nao ma diing khéng?
Vay ma ké tir khi vao cdp ba, em bi vdy quanh bdi Satoshi va nhitng
dira ban ma chi khéng biét, roi nhin phong cdch trdi ngugc voi em cta
tui né, em khong khéi cdm thdy khé chiu khong yén. Néu khéng vao
cdu lac b6 Co6 Dién, chac em da chang phdi ném cam gidc nay, nhu
thé thdt tot biét bao. Néu tir dau dén cudi chang tham gia héi nhém gi,
co lé em dd khong bao gio' cam thdy hodi nghi vé phirong chdm séng
cua minh.

Phdi chdng chi biét truéc duroc em sé bi dao dong nhu thé uv?

Tiép dén la “Kem Dd”.

Nghe loi chi trong burc thu gtti tir Benares, em dd gia nhdp cdu lac
bé Co6 Dién, nghe loi chi trong buc thu givi ttr Istanbul, em dd md
chiéc hop trong phong dung cu sinh hoc. Nhung chi c6 thé thi chuyén
chua két thuc. Vi mo chiéc hop ma em da gdp két cuc la lan tim ra
tung tich sy kién cua Sekitani Jun ba muoi ba ndm truéc.
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Su kién cua Sekitani Jun la két qua cta viéc séng ndng dong tran
day nhiét huyét ctia nhitng hoc sinh ba muoi ba ndm trudc bi di qud
da. Néu phong cdch séng nhu thé lam ndy sinh ra twa dé co tén goi
“Kem Dd”, thi em nghi can phdi xem xét lai cdi goi la mau hong.
Thuc ra, sau khi da tuong tdn vé sy kién dy, em khéng con cam thdy
kho chiu nira. Du em khéng cho rdng phong cdch ctia minh la toét,
nhung gio thi em nghi n6 ciling twong doi khéng té dau.

Chji dd... em...

Khoéng thé nao.

Loi noi dua dé ec. Néu nhuw thé dung la chi da diéu khién tam tri
cua em. Chuyén dé di nhién la khéng thé.

Chi khong phdi dé y dau. Hay nghi nhitng chuyén em viét dén day
tat cd chi la bdo cdo tinh hinh théi. Viét lai phién lam.

Chtic chj chuyén di vui vé!

Cam on vi loi khuyén.

Oreki Hotaro
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L&i tac gia

Xin chao cac ban doc gia. Toi la Yonezawa Honobu.

Khodng sdu muoi phan trdm cudn tiéu thuyét nay la gia twéng thuan
tiy, con lai la dva trén sy kien lich st c6 that. Mot sy kién nho nhat
dén noi con ching dugc 1én bao dia phwong da khdi nguén cho cau
chuyén nay.

Nhan tién t6i cting bat mi cho cac ban cach phan biét phan sang tao
va phan sy that trong truyén. Nhitng tinh tiét c6 vé hop ly rat c6 kha
nang xdy ra la phan sang tao, con nhitng chi tiét twéng chirng vo ly
khong thé tinh c& may man nhuw vay dugc lai 1a su that, chi can cac
ban nghi nhw vay thi sé khong sai dau. Nhung néu cé y kién cho rang
viéc cudn tiéu thuyét nay dwa trén cau chuyén c6 that la mot viéc rat
c6 kha nang xdy ra thi t6i phai giai thich thé nao nhi? Hién gio toi
chua ndy ra dugc y twéng nao ca.

Ngoai ra, khi chuyén tdi cau chuyén thanh tiéu thuyét, t6i da nam
dugc y twdng quan trong tit so dé vong xody giam phat. Bong thoi, toi
mang on chwong trinh “Sabrina” phat trén kénh NHK Gido duc rat
nhiéu.

Dé cudn sach nay dén dugc tay ban doc, t6i da nhan dwgc su gidap
d& cua rat nhiéu nguoi. Dac biét 1a nhitng nguwdi sau day:

Yamaguchi-san va Nakai-kun, hai ngudi da cung cap goi y v6 cung
quan trong vao phut chét. Saito-san, ngwdi da khen cudn tiéu thuyét
nay thd vi va noi rang rat thich né. Tada-san, nguoi luon kién nhan
cho doi t6i. Akiyama-kun, nguwdi chwa bao gio khé chiu ma van luon
theo sat khi nhitng y kién cua t6i tré nén doc doan.
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Mot 1an nita toi xin gwi 10i cam on chan thanh dén ho. Cam on cac
ban, sap dén mua cd cam ngon r6i, néu cac ban ghé choi, toi sé rat vui
mung dugce chiéu ddi moi nguoi.

Tiép theo la:

Tat ca cac vi trong Ban xét duyét da tao co hodi cho cudn tiéu thuyét
nay. S-san, ngudi phu trach. Uesugi-san, nguwdi chiu trach nhiém thiét
ké trang bia (lan xuat ban dau tién), va tit ca cac vi c6 lién quan.

Kem Bd c6 thé ra doi nhu mot cudn sach tron ven la nho sy dong
gop cua tat ca cac vi. Xin giti dén moi ngwoi sy biét on sau sac cua toi.

Ma hom trudc, toi da di an sushi cung mot nguwoi ban. Sau khi thwong
thitc hwong vi dang dong tién bat gao, ching toi 1én xe dinh ra vé thi
khong hiéu sao anh ban ché t6i khong hé cé vé gi sé cho xe chay.

Lic do da tdi gio an toi nén bai dau xe tap nap xe ra vao. Toi phai
néi rang xe cta ching t6i da gay can trd rat 16n. Thé nhung, mac cho
toi thic giuc nhanh 1én nao, anh ban t6i van im lang mim cuwoi kho
hiéu va khong chiu cho xe nhtc nhich.

Ban t6i khong phdi la nguoi thich tréu choc ngwoi khac, trai lai tinh
cach nghiém tdc than trong la khac, nhung sao hom nay lai c6 chuyén
gi thé nay?

Chan twéng cua su viéc xin dé hom sau. Cau mong hém sau sé tdi.
Cho dén lic ay, rat mong dugc sy tng ho cua ban doc.

Yonezawa Honobu
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