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Tran Hiru Diing
Nha van nit Nguyén Ngoc Tw
Tac Gia - Tac Pham

Néu ban theo doi van chwong Viét Nam may nam gan ddy, va nhat la néu
ban sinh trténg & mién Nam, han ban da biét Nguyén Ngoc Tw. Co la mot
nha van ntt, con tré (sinh ndam 1977), qué quan & Ca Mau va hién van song
¢ vung dat Mii. Nam 2000, tap truyén dau tay Ngon Ben Khéng Tat ctia c6
duwgc gidi Sang tac van hoc tudi 20 lan II cia Hoi Nha van TP.HCM, va
nam 2003 tap truyén Giao Thwa cua co cling dvgc mot giai thuwdng cua Hoi
Nha van Viet Nam. Ngoai ra c6 con la mot khuon mat quen thudc trén cac

tap chi qua nhiéu tap van, tap buit...
*x l'f #

Nguyén Ngoc Tw, ngoi but tré ay, ré rang da tao dwgc mot chd ditng khu
biét cho minh. Nhiéu nguwdi cho rang cai doc dao ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tuv la
st chan chdt m@c mac twom ra tir moi truyén c6 viét. Pung, va dudi day sé
néi thém. Song, trudc hét, cai dau tién lam ngwdi doc choang vang (mot
cach thich thu), la nong do phuwong ngi* mién Nam trong truyén cua
Nguyén Ngoc Tw. Néu ban la ngwoi Nam, va nhat la néu ban da xa qué
hwong 1au nam, thi chi nhitng chi*t ma Nguyén Ngoc Tu dung ciing da lam
ban song lai nhitng ngay tho du xa x6i ay. Tt ving cta Nguyén Ngoc Tw
khong quy phai hay doc sang (nhw cia Mai Ninh chang han) nhung, doi
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nghich, dé la mot tir vieng dan da, 1ay thang tir cudc song chung quanh. Sy
phong phu cua phwong ngit trong tac pham ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tuw la tich tu
cua mot thinh giac tinh nhay va tron ven: nghe va nhg.

Nhiéu ngudi nghi rang, n6i chung, van chwong mién Nam (du gi ciing la
vung dat mai) khong thé so duwgc véi s chinh chu truyén thong cia van
chwong mién Trung, mién Bac. Nguyén Ngoc Tuw sé lam nhitng ngudi do
phai nghi lai. Poc truyén ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tw, ho sé kham pha rang néu
dung dung cho, trong tay mot tac gia can trong, phwong ngit moc mac mién
Nam, giong diéu dan da mién Nam hoan toan c6 kha nang cdu tao mot
nhanh van chwong dac biét, khong giong, nhung chuan muc khéng kém
nhitng mién khac. Moi truyén viét cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw la mot bira an van
chwong thinh soan, don bay chu ddo, gom toan dac sdn miét vuon, véi
nhitng vat liéu hdo hang, twoi song.

Pang khdc, hién nhién, cai bat 1gi cia mot tac pham nhiéu phwong ngit 1a
n6é khé duwgc nhitng ngwoi khong quen véi phwong ngit 4y cam nhan hoan
toan (va tat nhién con la thir thach khé hon cho ngwdi mudn chuyén né
sang mOt ngén ngt khac). Poi véi nhitng doc gia nay, tdc pham &y chi la
mot cong trinh ggi to mo, hodc hap dan vi ly do khac, ma phwong ngit la
mot chuéng ngai cdam nhan.

Song, nhin k¥, si hap dan cta truyén Nguyén Ngoc Tw khong phai & kho tir
virng mién Nam doi dao cua c6, nhung & cho st dung phuong ngit t6i da va
diung cho vao nhitng cau chuyén that “mién Nam”. D6 la mién Nam cua
tinh 1é, cia rudng vuon, va nhat la cta séng, cia mwa (Dong Nhé, Chg Noi
Ca Mau - chit tinh song nudc, Qua Cau Nhé Nguoi, Nhé Song, Nuwéc
Chay May Tr6i). D6 la mién Nam da thai binh nhwng van con dau chién
tranh - khong & su diéu tan vi bom dan ma ¢ nhitng vét thuong trong doi
nguoi (Ngon Ben Khong Tat, Méi Tinh Nam Ci).

Trong cach chon lya tinh tiét, c6t truyén, Nguyén Ngoc Tw da trung thanh
(mot cach kho giai thich) véi cai “tinh ty¢” Nam by cua qué hvong c6. Chi
nhitng nguwdi séng va 16n 1én & mot dia phwong, that sy mén yéu ho hang
lang x6m ctia minh, m@i thé hién tinh ty v6i qué hwong minh duge nhu thé.
Va, béi & dau cling cé cai dac thu, chinh tinh dac thu lai 1a cai phé quat
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nhat. Sy ca biét ctia phwong ngit, khi dugce sir dung dé dién dat nhitng tinh
tw pho quat ctia con ngudi, c6 kha nang vach ra cai chung cta céi riéng.
Cau ndi cua Vi Hanh vé kich mién Nam: “Sy gian di, thodi mai va hon
nhién cia kich mién Nam déu huéng vé dao nghia” (khi 6ng phé binh Kim
Cuong), cling c6 thé ap dung cho van xu6i mién Nam. Nguyén Ngoc Tu rat
Nam nhu thé dé.

Van ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tu nghe nhuw nhac. Nhiéu cau trong tréo va buén
(nhung khong nghen ngao) nhw mot ban vong c6 hoai lang. Nhu c6 viét:
“Tyw dung nghe buon, nghe that vong qua troi dat” (Mot mai nha), nhung
hinh nhw c6 khéng muén nguwdi khac budn theo cbé. Giong bubn cta
Nguyén Ngoc Tuw khong la tiéng than van thi thim ctia mot nguwdi 16n tudi,
nhung la mot 16i thét, ling lo, dit ngang, nhung rat da, cia mét ngwoi tré
bong nhién phat giac nhitng bat hanh ctia cudc doi, ma van hi vong. Van
Nguyén Ngoc Tu la van cua 16i néi. Cach ngat cau cua c6 la cach ngat cia
am diéu. Cai tai cua Nguyeén Ngoc Tw la dem nhitng canh twgng rat binh
thwong, khoanh lai, bién né thanh chau bau: “Cai qua cai lai, hai ma con
nga ngla ra, ua, hoi dau ma noi chuyén ctia ngwoi ta” (Nha co).

Ho6 Anh Thai, va vai ngudi nita, da cé khen “cach dan chuyén gon gang, su
cat canh chuyén 16p chinh xac” ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tw, nhung chwa thay ai
noi dén cdu truc cau cdaa co6. Mdi va doc ddo. Loi bat dau véi chir "Ma," roi
mot dau phay. Hodc 16i chen vao gitta cdu mét chi tiét trong ngodc don:
“Hai dita t6i ngoi dau do6 (ché ma ai cling nhin thay) néi chuyén choi, c6
lic, chang can néi gi” (Nha c6). Hodc 16i dit cau bang mot than tir c6 am
bong: “Sao ty nhién em qua day lang xet vay khong biét?” (Ly con sio
sang song).

Nhan vat trong truyén cua Nguyén Ngoc Tw hay khoc, va nhiéu lic co6
khuyén khich nhan vat ctia minh khéc.

“Mai di Tham khéng mé 16i néi duwgc, chi khoc 1a khoc, nite nd 6 6, nhin
canh moi ngudi xic dong, hi mdi rot ret nhirng khong ai budc ra do cho di
nin. Cho dén khi 6ng Mwoi xuat hién, 6ng bao, “mdy chu lam on ding lai
mot chut” roi cam cai khan ran lau nwéc mat cho di Tham, di nhw tré con,
lau khé ro6i nwdc mét lai trao ra. Ong Mudi van nhan nai chdm chiéc khin
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l1én khuon mat chém gia caa di, khéng ndi gi hét, khuén mat bi si cua 6ng
hoi dim lai, dwdng nhw 6ng cling dau lam, x6t lam” (MJdi tinh nam c).
Hay la:

“Nhung khong phai buén Phuong 1ay vg, t6i buon 1a vi chiéu nay, Nhan
Phu da sup do trong long.

R6i ho, va cd ma t6i déu bao toi khoc di.” (Nha co)

Nhung, dé y: cai khoc ctia Nguyén Ngoc T la vi thwong yéu, khong vi oan
gian. Khong phai la cai khoc nghen ngao, day ditt, u ri. Pay la cai khoc ao
ao nhw con muwa mién Nam, va ngudi doc biét (hay mong moi) chi khoanh
khac thi mwa sé tanh, nang sé 1én va nhan vat caa Nguyén Ngoc Tu sé quet
nwdc mat xéng vai trd lai cudc séng ban ron cta minh.

Chinh vi Nguyén Ngoc Tw con tré, co nhin cudc song bang cdp mat trong
sang (khac véi lac quan) va trung thyc. Co khong gid vo dan vat ndi tam
nhw nhiéu nha van (khong chi & Viét Nam) ham doi thoi thuwgng. Nhung
Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong ngay tho “chuyén doi”. Co nhin, co nghe, co biét
hét. Nguyén Ngoc Tw la mot chitng nhan trung thue va tinh nhay. Khong
phadi chitng nhan cho nhitng vu viéc hung hang, thé bao, nhung cho nhitng
manh doi don di, binh thuong. (Truyén Nguyén Ngoc Tw khéng cé ngudi
Itra ddo, khong cé ké sat nhan. Co 1€ trong truyén cua c6 cai toi 16n nhat la
t0i... ngoai tinh!). Néu lic gan day truyén cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw c6 “budn”
hon, dy khong phai vi mat c6 da nhat di mau hong (hdy mong thé), nhung
vi tam nhin cda c6 né xa hon va, trong quang khong gian mé rong doé, co
thdy thém nhitng chuyén doi dang dé. Co6 khong buon hon, nhung lot vao
mat c0 la nhitng mang doi buon hon.

Nhung dirng twéng Nguyén Ngoc Tu la ngudi hoi hgt. Qua vay, nhitng
truyén — nhat la nhitng truyén sau nay — déu la vé nhitng méi tinh khong
tron. Chang phai d6 v&, nhung khong tron. Nhitng méi tinh d6 khong phai
chi cta nguwoi gia, ma con la nhitng ma6i tinh cia thé hé c6 (Ngén Ngang) —
hay thi¢ ti phai ngugc lai? Nhin cho k¥, si dang d& d6 khong phai 16i cta
ai. Nguyén Ngoc Tw chap nhan nhwng khong than oan, ma cling khéng ra
vé citng ran kiéu anh hung rom.

Nhitng cdp “tinh nhan” (tam goi) trong truyén ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tw khong
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bao gid hén nhau (nhw c6 sé hoéi: ai lam chuyén ky vay?). Nhiéu lam, thi
chi nhu: “Qui mdc do dwt mat tiéu cai nut trén, 10 16 ra mang nguc rap
nang. Trong Dam nhiéu khi day 1én mot cai gi rung ric kho td, chi mong
nép dau vao d6 dé quén nhoc nhan, dé quén noéi c¢6 doc lui lii trong doi”.
(Giao Thtra)

Hay la:

“N6 ngoi sau luwng thay... ma long nghe diu ngot la thuong, chgt nghe thém
dén rét nwdc mat dwgc nép mat vao lung, dugc choang tay 6m eo thay”.
(Nuac Chay May Troi)

Phan nao, su chuyén biét cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw vao nhitng truyén loai nay
c6 thé lam nguoi doc lo ngai. Chang 1é nghiép van cta c6 sé khoanh trong
thé loai nhitng m6i tinh khong tron, nhitng ky sy dong qué? Qua la Nguyén
Ngoc Tuw c6 tai thién phd, co viét rat nhanh, rat khoé (trong vong ba nam da
ra bon tap truyén ngan). Nhung cai dang lo la cho d6. Nguoi ta bat dau thay
qua quen thudc véi truyén cta c6. Ching na na nhu nhau, va du rang moi
truyén van dang doc, van cho ngudi doc nhitng gid phat thu vi, nhung sao
ay, chiung khong con dé lai cai an twong sau dam cda nhitng truyén may
nam dau. Pén lic nao dé, nha van khong thé chi sit dung cai thién bam cta
minh. Nha van phédi dé6 mo héi, x6t con mat, 1a ngon tay (hay cho doc gia
cam twdng ay). Sw quanh quan trong nhitng khong gian, hoan canh quen
thudc c6 thé la cai chép dén vang (nhung chwa dé) trén con dwong van
chwong cta Nguyén Ngoc Tu.

Nhiéu ngudi so sanh c6 véi Son Nam. Nhung Son Nam la nguwai viét ky su
gioi, hau nhw la nha nghién cttu, nha dan gia hoc chuyén nghiép. Nguyén
Ngoc Tu khong nhu vay, c6 la nha van chuyén mon. Nhitng cay but khac &
mién Nam lién trdc Nguyén Ngoc Tw (nhw Lé Van Théao, Nguyén Quang
Sang) la thé hé cta chién tranh danh doc 1ap. Tuy Nguyén Ngoc Tuw khong
phdi mang nhiém vu do6 nita, qua khit ay duwgc cd dwa vao truyén mot cach
rt tv nhién (M6i Tinh Nam Cii, Ngon Pén Khong Tat). C6 1é Nguyén
Ngoc Tu khong biét la chinh cai tré ctia ¢, cai tinh “tinh nh6” ctia c6 da
cho c6 mot 1gi thé rat 16n. D6 1a c6 khong bi hanh trang cta thé hé trude
lam nang vai, hay bi anh hwdng ctia nhitng nguoi di trede (trong thu rieng
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gdi mot doc gia, Nguyeén Ngoc Tw cho biét chwra titng doc V6 Phién, chang
han).

Mot ddc diém ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tw la hinh nhw ¢6 da chém thay sw khac
biét gitta c6 — nhv mot nha van — va nhitng ngudi khac (chang han nhw
trong Mot Mai Nha, Nguyét - Nguwoi Ban Khong Biét Viét Van). Pay la
mot diém tot nhung cling 1a mot ddu hiéu nguy hiém. T6t vi cd y thitc trach
nhiém (trong chirng muc nao d6) cia minh, nhwng nguy hiém vi né cé thé
gdy mot ty giac qua do vé cho ditng cta ¢6 — nhw mot nha van — doi vai xa
hoi. Nha van, theo t6i nghi, vira phadi ditng trong vira phdi ditng ngoai dong
cudc song. Song Nguyén Ngoc Tuw lai c6 vé thanh that tiéc nudi cudc song
binh di ctia nhitng nguwdi khéng viét van. Dat van dé cach khac, nhitng nha
van tré Viét Nam nhuw Nguyén Ngoc Tu, tir tredc dén gio van song vGi cai
bam sinh ctia minh, sé ra sao khi biét dwgc nhiéu hon vé van dan (thé gidi),
khi y thitc hon “nghé van” ctia nha van? Dé la nhitng cau héi 16n, dinh doat
cho dirng twong lai ctia nha van dé trong khu vieon van hoc.

Mot cai “bénh” ctia nhitng ngudi viét tré bay gio 1a mac cam (hay dua doi)
phdi dung mot but phap mdi, mo ta xa hoi tan thoi (thwong duwgc xem nhw
dong nghia vé6i 16i song thi thanh), doi khi phai lam ra vé biét nhiéu, hoc
rong. Nguyén Ngoc Tu khong can “lam dang” kiéu dy. Cai mdi trong van
Nguyén Ngoc Tu chinh la céi cii, cai la ¢ c6 la tai khui m@ nhitng sinh hoat
than thudc tredc mat. Nguyén Ngoc Tw khong “vén man” cho nguoi doc
thdy cai chwa tirng thay, c6 khong dan dat ta khdm pha nhitng ngd ngach
ctia ndi tam ma ta chwa ting biét (mot diéu cling rat can, nhung dé nhitng
nha van khéac). Co chi dva ra mot tdam guwong rat trong, that sang, dé ching
ta nhin thady nhitng sinh hoat, tinh ty rat thwong. Va qua dé, la thay, nhw
mot tiéng dan cong huwdng, ta kham pha cai phong phti cua chinh doi ta.
Tubi tré ctia Nguyén Ngoc Tuw lam nguoi doc vira mong dgi, vira au lo.
Mong rang tai nang cua co sé chin ra, sé 16n thém. Nhung lo rang, véi tudi
doi, giong van twoi mat do sé khong con thich hop véi nhitng dé tai c6 gam
mau sam hon. (Nhwng khodng cach hai nam, tir Ngon Bén Chwa Tat sang
Giao Thtra, sy tién b cua c6 — ding ra la sy thich tng vdi kinh nghiém
song cda co, buon hon, tham thiy hon — lam ngwdi doc hi vong).
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Ching ta mong su triedng thanh cia Nguyén Ngoc Tw sé 1a s tridng thanh
cta thé hé tré Viét Nam. Ta mong c0 sé tiép tuc la mot nguwoi ghi chép chan
that nhitng chuyén bién ctia doi song dan toc. Néu ¢6 lam dugc diéu do thi
chuing ta that cAm on c6. Tai nang cua c6 diung la thién phi. Nguyén Ngoc
Tw la mot "dac san" cua mién Nam.
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