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Trich doan

Cau nham mat. Mo6i chung t6i cham nhe.

“Néu cau dé nghi minh hon cau thi minh sé hon,” cau noi.

Ngon tay cau vudt ve ¢ tay t6i, téi nhu sdp chay thanh than.
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“Hoén minh di,” t6i noi.

Va cau hon toi.

Chung t6i hon ngdu nghién. Hon say swa quén ludn troi dat. Ludi cau luén vao miéng
t6i, diu dang nhung doi hoi, t6i chwa bao gio trai qua cam xdc nay. Bat thinh linh t6i hiéu
tai sao moi ngwoi lai mo ta hon hit nhw su tan chay, vi moi t€ bao trong co thé toi dang tan

bién... trong cau.

Kool

“Rat tinh nghich. Rat hom hinh. Rat lang man. Ban nén "ho hen’ véi cudn sich nay”
- Maureen Johnson, tac gia cua nhitng dau sach ban chay nhat New York Times.
“Perkins da viét nén cudn tiéu thuyét diu tay ddy mé say voi cic nhin vit tioi moi va di dém”
- School Library Jounal
“Nhén vt phong phii, tinh hudng thong minh, cudn sdch chic chin sé khién ban doc say mé”

- Romantic Times Book Review
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T6i biét vé nudc Phap tat tat chi co ching ndy: Madeline, Amélie va
Moulin Rouge!V. Thap Eiffel va Khai Hoan Mon, du t6i chang biét that ra
chung dé lam gi. Napoleon', Marie Antoinette’ va vo khdi 6ng vua mang
tén Louis nita. T6i ciing khong rd ho da lam gi, nhung chac 1a lién quan gi
day dén cudc Cach mang Phap va c6 dinh dang véi Ngay Bastillel*. Bao
tang ngh¢ thuat ctua ho tén 1a Louvre, trong d6 ¢6 mo hinh kim ty thap va la
not ddt birc Mona Lisa vo1 buc tuong ngudi phu nit cut ca hai tay. Tiém ca
phé hay quan an nho hay bét cr thtr gi dai loai thé c6 mat & moi goc phd. Ca
kich cam nita. Thtrc an thay bao 1a ngon tuyét ci méo, ngudi ta udng rugu
nhu nude 14 con miéng thi ludn phi phéo thude 14.

[1] Ba bé phim c¢6 béi canh la nweée Phap.
[2] Nha quén sw va chinh tri néi tiéng nguoi Phép trong va sau Cach mang Phdp.
[3] Hoang hdu Phdp tir nam 1784 dén 1793.

[4] Ngay 14/7/1789 la ngay nguwoi dan Paris phd nguc ciing la phdo dai Bastille, mé dau cho
cudc cach mang Phap. Nuée Phdp ldy ngay nay lam ngay Quoc Khanh.

T6i nghe n6i ho khong thich ngudi My khong thich ca giay thé thao mau
tréng.

Vai thang trudc, b toi ghi danh cho tdi vao mot truong ndi tra. Bo t6i
vira bung ngén tay tanh tach qua dién thoai vira tuyén bd séng & nudc ngoai
la mot “kinh nghiém hoc tap tuyét vo1” va la “ky niém bd mai tran trong.”
Ua. Ky niém. Néu t6i khong qua hoang loan thi t6i da chi ra viéc ong vira
lam dung cum tir do.
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Ké tir sau thong bao éy, t6i da cd géng la hét, nin ni, cau xin, khoc léc,
nhung khong cach nao thuyét phuc duogc bd nghf lai. Thé 14, gi0 té1 c6 mot
tam hé chiéu va thi thuc du hoc méi cau canh, cai nao cling dé tén t6i: Anna
Oliphant, cong dan Hop chung quéc Hoa Ky. Luc ndy, t6i & ddy véi hai
dang sinh thanh — sap xép d6 dac trong mot can phong con nhé hon ca cai
vali ctia toi — va 1a linh méi s& hoc nam cudi & truong My tai Paris.

Noi vay khong c6 nghia toi 1a dira vo on. Y t6i 14, day 1a Paris ddy. Thu
d6 hoa 18! Thanh phd lang man nhat thé gidi day. Toi khong chdng dbi né.
Chang qua toan bd cdu chuyén noi tri quoc té nay danh cho bé toi hon 1a
cho t6i thoi. Ké tir luc ong di nguoc lai nguyén tic ciia minh va bat dau viét
nhiing cudn truyén do té rdi bién chung thanh nhitng b phim con hon ca do
t¢, ong da cb gang gdy 4n tuong vai nhitng ngudi ban New York co thé luc
bang murc do tan tién va gidu c6 cua minh.

B6 t6i khong tan tién. Nhung bd toi giau su.

Trude day moi chuyén khong nhu thé. Khi bd me toi con ¢ vi nhau, gia
dinh t6i néi ding ra thudc tang 16p trung luu cap thap. Nhung trong khoang
thoi gian hai nguoi ly di, moi chuyén d thay doi di nhiéu. Gidc mo trd
thanh nha vin mién Nam vi dai ctia b t6i da bi thay thé bang tham vong trd
thanh nha vin ¢ sdch dwoc xudt ban. Bo t6i bat dau viét nhitng cudn tiéu
thuyét c6 bdi canh 1a Thi Tran Nho Georgia, noi nhitng con ngudi véi Gia
Tri My Cao Pep Roi Vao Luéi Tinh nhung rdi bi lay nhiém nhiing Ching
Bénh Nguy Hiém Khon Luong va Chét Ngom.

T61 no61 chuyén nghi€ém tac day nhé.
Thua d6 lam t61 chan ngan cung cuc, nhung cac quy ba thi mé man. Ho
yéu tac pham cua bo to1, ho phat cudong voi chiéc 4o len ki€u van thirng, nu

cuoi1 trang sang va ca nudc da chay nang cia ong. Ho da bién bo t61 thanh
mot nha van an khach do hoi chang biet dé dau cho hét.
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Hai cuén sach cua ong da dugc dung thanh phim va ba cudn nita dang
trong giai doan san xuat — ngudn tién chinh cia bd t6i dén tir noi do:
Hollywood. Bang cach nao do, s tién doi ra ndy cong thém tha danh gia
gia tao da lam méo moé ndo 6ng véi ¥ nghi toi nén séng & Phap. Trong mot
nam. Mot minh. Sao bd t6i khong gui toi dén Australia, Ireland hay bét ky
noi nao c6 ngdn ngit me dé 1a tiéng Anh nhi? Tir tiéng Phap duy nhat ma toi
biét 1a “oui”, nd c6 nghia 1a “vang” va mai gan day t6i mdi hoc dugc cach
phat am n6 phai 1a o-u-i chtr khong phai ui-e-e.

May ma nhiing ngudi & trudng toi noéi dugc tiéng Anh. Noi nay dugc
thanh 1ap cho nhiing ngudi My khoe khoang khong thich su bau ban cia
con cai ho. T6i n6i that day. Ngudi nao lai giri con minh vao truong ndi tri
cht? N6 nhu Hogwarts®! ay. Nhung truong toi khong co nhitng ciu bé phu
thuy dé thuong, keo ma thuat hay nhitng bai hoc bay.

[5] Ngéi truong phdp thudt trong loat tiéu thuyét Harry Potter ciia nit nha van J. K. Rowling.

Thay vao do, to1 méc ket véi chin muoi chin hoc sinh khac. Chi ¢6 hai
muoi lam dtra trong khoi muwoi hai cia toi so v6i con s6 sau tram lac t6i con
& Atlanta. Gido trinh t6i dang hoc chang khac gi ¢ trudng trung hoc
Clairemont, ngoai trir t6i dugc ding ky thém mon tiéng Phap v& long.

O phai r6i. Tiéng Phap v& 1ong. Ngudi méi thi phai hoc thtr 4y thoi. Toi
di chét day.

Me noi toi can phai dep bo nhitng 101 kéu ca tham thiét nay ngay 1ap tuc,
nhung me to61 dau phai nguoi bo lai ¢6 ban than Bridgette, bo lai cong viée
tuyét voi & cum rap Royal Midtown 14, hay Toph, cau ban tuy¢t voi cling
lam & do6 chu!
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Tbi van khong tin ndi viéc me di chia cach toi véi théng em Sean, no chi
moi bay tudi va con qua nho dé & nha mot minh sau gid hoc. Khi khong co
t61, n6 c6 thé bi cai gi dang so ¢ cudi dudong cé manh khin Coca-Cola do
ban vat trén cira so6 bat coc. Hodc thang bé s& vo tinh nudt thi gi d6 chua
chat Red Dye 40 1am ¢6 hong no sung vi, trong khi khong c6 ai & d6 dé
14i xe chd né dén bénh vién. N6 co thé s& chét. Toi dam ca 13 bd me toi sé
khong cho t6i bay vé dy dam tang thang bé, t6i s& phai dén nghia trang mot
minh vao nim sau va bd s& chon mét birc tuong tiéu thién st xau xi nao do
dé dat trén mo phan thang nhoc.

[6] Mot loai phdm nhuém tao mau do dung trong linh vuc thuc pham, nudc giai khat.

Hy vong b t6i khong trong cho viée toi sé dién vao cac mau don xin vao
dai hoc & Nga hodc Romani. Udc mo cua toi 1a duoc hoc vé 1y luan dién
anh ¢ California. T6i mudn tr¢ thanh nir chuyén gia phé binh phim xuat sic
dau tién trén chinh qué huong minh. Mot ngay nao do, toi s& duoc moi dén
moi budi lién hoan phim, s€ c6 mot muc bao 16n, moét chuong trinh truyén
hinh hap din va mot trang web ndi tiéng dén mirc 16 bich. Cho dén nay, t6i
chi méi co trang web va nd khéng duoc noi tiéng cho 1lam. Van chua thi
dang hon.

To61 chi can thém cht it thoi gian d€ vun dap cho nd, chi thé thoi.
“Anna, dén gi0 ro1.”

“Sao a?” Toi ngudc mat 1én trong lic dang gip déng 4o so mi thanh
nhitng hinh vuéng hoan hao.

Me nhin t61 chdam chi va xoay xoay mat trang strc hinh rua trén day

chuyén cua minh. B6 t61 chin chu trong chi€c ao thun mau dao va giay di
thuyén mau trang, dang nhin chdm chdm ra ngoai ctra s6 ky tac xa. Tuy
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dém d3 khuya, nhung phia bén kia con phd van c6 mot phu nit dang ngan
nga doan opera nao do.

B0 me to1 phai tré vé phong khach san. Ca hai déu c6 chuyén bay vao
sdng som mai.

“O1.” Téi siét chat hon chiéc 4o trong tay minh.

B6 t61 budce khoi ctra s6 va to1 hot hodng nhan ra mat boé won uét. bicu gi
do trong y nghi bo t61 — cho du nguoi do 1a bo toi — sdp roi 1€ lam cudng
hong t61 nghen lai.

“Nhoc con. Xem ra con da truong thanh ro61.”

To1 do hét ca nguoi. Bo 6m lay chan tay cang cung cua t61. Vong tay cua
bo that dang sg. “Hay tu cham soc ban than. Hoc hanh cham chi va quen
vai ngudi ban. Nhé coi chirng may ké moc tii day,” bo to1 no1 thém. “Thi
thoang chung hanh nghé theo cap.”

To1 gat dau bén vai bo va 6ng budng to1 ra. Ro1 bo to1 di mat.

Me t6i nan lai phia sau. “O day con s€ c6 mot nam tuyét voi,” me noi.
“Me bi€t ma.” Toi can mdi d€ ngan nd run ray va me Om tron té1 vao vong
tay. To1 co gang hit vao. Pém dén ba. Ro61 thd ra. Da me ¢ mui nhu sita
dudng thé huong budi. “Veé dén nha me s€ goi cho con,” me noi.

Nha. Atlanta khong con 1a nha cua t61 nira.

“Me yéu con, Anna.”

G106 thi t61 da khoc ro61. “Con cling yéu me. Cham so6c Seany cho con
nhe.”
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“D1i nhién ro1.”

“Con thuyén trudong Jack nita,” toi ndi. “Me nhé nhac Sean don chd ngu
va cho no an udng day du nhé. Nhé ding cho nd qua nhiéu banh, néu khong
n6 s& map 0 va chang thé len ra khoi cai 1éu tuyét ciia minh. Nhung van
phai cho né an mdi ngay mot it vi nd can vitamin C ma nd chang chiu ubng
thtr nude da bi con cho vao vai giot vitamin...”

Me t61 lui lai, vén mdt lon toc sang mau ra sau tai toi. “Me yéu con,” me
lai noi.

Va rdi me toi da 1am mét viéc ma du sau moi thu tuc giéy to, vé may bay
va moi sy trinh dién t6i cling khong nghi dén. Mot viéc dang 1y phai dén cai
nam toi hoc dai hoc xa nha méi xay ra. Nhung dau cho tdi c6 mong moi bao
thang ngay di ching nita, toi van chua chudn bi tinh than khi n6 that sy xay

ra.

Me t61 ro1 di. To1 chi con lai mdt minh.

T6i cam nhan duoc thir d6 dang dén, nhung khong thé ngin né lai.
SU KINH HOANG.

Ho d3 bo roi t6i. B6 me d3 bo roi toi! O PHAP!
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Vao lac do, Paris im lim mdgt cach ky quac. Ngay ca co ca si opera cling
thoi khong hat nira. Toi khéng thé thua. Cac burc tuong & ddy con mong hon
bang ca nhan, vay nén néu to6i khoc 16¢ thé luong thi hang x6m cua toi —
nhimg dtra ban méi — s& nghe thay tat tan tat. T6i nhu sap phat dm. Toi sip
ndn ra cai mon sa-lat ca tim ky quéi trong bira toi va dam bao 1a moi ngudi
s& nghe thay, s& khong ai moi toi di xem céac dién vién kich cAm biéu dién
canh thoat khoi chiéc hop vo hinh nira, hay ciung 1am mot viée gi d6 ma
nguoi dan noi day thich lam vao nhitng luc ranh rang.

To1 phong dén bon rira dé rira mat nhung lai bi nudc ban tung toe Ién ao
so mi. Gio thi toi cang khoc 16¢ tham thiét hon vi van chua lay ra déng
khin lau, hon thé bo quan 4o uét siing nhic toi nhd vé trd truot nude ngde
nghéch ma Bridgette va Matt thudng 161 kéo t6i ¢ Six Flags, dau rang nudc
& @6 trong rat gom, béc mui nhu nude son va chira hang ti ti con vi khuan.
Oi Chua oi. S& ra sao néu ngudn nude nay bi nhidm khuan? Nudc udng &
Phép c6 an toan khong?

Tham thuong. T61 mdi tham thuong lam sao.

C6 bao nhiéu dira mudi bay tudi song chét mudn roi nha nhi? My dta
hang x6m cua toi khong trai qua bat ky con khing hoang nao. Khong c¢6
tiéng khoc rAm rit vang 1én dang sau vach tuong phong ngi cta chung. Khi
t61 1dy mot cai 40 so mi trén giuvong dé lau kho nguoi thi giai phap chot 16e
1én. Géi nam cua t6i. Toi up mat vao cai dung cu cach am do roi thon thuc,
thon thirc va thon thie.

A1 d6 dang g0 ctra phong toi.

Khéng phai chir. Chic chan khong phai cira phong t6i.

Lai nira ro1!
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“Xin chao?” tiéng mdt dura con gai cat lIén tor ngoai hanh lang. “Xin
chao? Cau 6n chu?”

Khong, to1 khong 6n. BIEN DI. Nhung n6 lai goi va to1 budc phai lao
dao roi giuvong dé tra 1oi. Mot ¢6 nang toc vang, xoin dai hién ra sau canh
ctra. Co ban trong cao to nhung khong qua kho - to c& tuyén thu bong
chuyén. Miii ¢c6 gan nhin da lap lanh. “Cau 6n ch?” Giong cb ban that ém
4i. “Minh 1a Meredith; minh sdng & phong bén. B6 me cau vira di phai
khong?”

P61 mat sung hiip da xac nhan thay toi.

“Dém dﬁu tlél’l minh cun khéC nhiéu lém.” Meredith n hlén déu n hl
9
IlgOl m@t 1ﬁC I'@l gét gfl “Dél’l déy Sé—cé-la Sé I’lhé ”

“S06-co-la ‘sd’ 1a sao?” Tai sao to1 phai di xem cai “s6” do? Mg to1 da bo
ro1 to1, to1 s¢ phai ro1 khoi phong va...

“A.” C6 ban mim cudi. “S6. Nghia 1a néng dy. S6-co-la ndng, minh co
thé pha mot it trong phong minh.”

0.

Du khong mudn t6i vin mo theo. Meredith gio tay ngan t6i lai y nhu mot
ngudi diéu phdi giao thong. C6 ban deo nhin trén ca nim ngodn tay. “Pimng
quén chia khoa ctia cau. Ctra ¢ day tu dong khoa lai day.”

“Minh biét r6i.” Toi rat ra soi day chuyén dudi 40 dé chting minh diéu
minh néi. Toi dd ludn chia khoa phong vao d6 trong budi hoc Kj ndng song
ddanh cho hoc sinh méi vao cudi tuan trude, khi ho din do ching t61 vé viée
c6 thé dé& dang bi nhdt bén ngoai nhu thé nao.
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Chiing t6i vao phong Meredith. T6i hd hoc. Phong ndy rong bang phong
tdi, mdi chiéu khoang ba mét, co chiéc ban hoc mini, ta 40 mini, giurong
mini, ti lanh mini, bon rira mat mini va voi tim mini (khong c6 nha vé sinh
mini vi ching t6i dung chung cudi hanh lang), nhung... khong giéng cai
10ng té nhat cua toi chut ndo. Ting phén trén tudng va trin nha déu duoc
che phu boi nhitng tim ap phich, tranh anh cing gidy dan bong loang va to
roi tiéng Phap ruc rd.

“Cau da ¢ day bao 1au r61?” To1 hoi.

Meredith dua t6i mot mau khin gidy dé chui mii. Mot tiéng xi khung
khiép phat ra, nhung c6 ban chang giat minh hay nhan mat. “Minh dén hom
qua. Minh hoc ¢ ddy dugc bdn nim roi nén khong can tham gia cac budi
sinh hoat dau khéa nita. Minh bay mot minh nén chi quanh quén do1 ban be
xuat hién thoi.” Hai tay chong hong, Meredith nhin quanh va c6 vé tu hao
vé cong trinh ctia minh lam. Toi nhac thdy mot chong tap chi, kéo va bang
dinh trén nén nha, rd rang cong viéc van dang dang do.

“Khéng té nhi? Tuong trang chang hop véi minh may.”

To1 di long vong trong phong, tham khao moi ngoc ngach. Toéi nhanh
chong phat hién hau hét cac khudén mat déu quy vé nam nguoi: John, Paul,
George, Ringo!'! va mot cau thu bong da t61 khong nhé tén.

[1] Tén cdc thanh vién trong nhém nhac huyén thoai The Beatles.

“Minh chi nghe nhém The Beatles. Ban b¢ tréu gheo minh nhung ma...”

“Ai day?” Tbi chi vao anh chang ciu tha. Anh ta mic 4o do-tring, 1ong
may va toc déu den. Trong ciing kha dién trai.
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“Cesc Fabregas!?. Lay Chaa, anh ay 13 cau thu chuyén bong siéu viét
nhat day! Choi cho Arsenal. Cau lac bd bong da Anh d6 ma? Khong biét
ha?”

[2] Cau thu bong da nguoi Tay Ban Nha, hién dang choi cho cdu lac b Barcelona.

T6i lac dau. Toi khong theo ddi tin thé thao, nhung c6 18 toi ciing nén tim
hiéu db6i chuat. “Chan dep day chu.”

“Minh biét ma. Cau c6 thé dong dinh véi cap dui d6.”

Trong lic Meredith rét s6-co-la nong ra ly, t0i duoc biét né cling 1a hoc
sinh ndm cudi va chi choi bong vao mua hé vi trudng chung t6i khéng c6
mon tac cau. Tuy vy, Meredith di tung dat duoc tha hang cao &
Massachusetts. Noi d6 ciing 1a qué nha nd, thanh phd Boston. Meredith
nhic toi nén goi 13 “bong da” & ddy va khi nghi lai t6i thdy ciing hop 1y. Co
ban ciing khong ¢ vé buc minh khi bi téi v vap hang dong cau hoi va soi
moi do dac xung quanh.

Céan phong that tuyét. Bén canh nhitng vat dung linh tinh dan 1én tudng,
Meredith con so hiru mot tach tra bang st ddy ap nhitng chiéc nhan nhua
sang choang, nhin bac gin da ho phach va nhan thiy tinh ép hoa. Nhu thé
6 nang d3 song & day nhiéu nam rdi.

T6i deo thir mot chiéc nhan c6 dinh mot con khing long cao su. Con T-
rex loe anh sang do, vang, xanh khi to61 bop no. “Minh thém c6 mot can
phong thé nay qua.” T6i yéu can phong nay, nhung t6i von 1a mot dira qué
mirc gon gang dé co thé tao ra mot phong twong ty. To6i can nhimg bic
tuong sach s€, mot chiéc ban hoc ngan nép va moi th ludn nam dtng chd.

Meredith trong c6 vé hai long vai 161 khen tang.
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“Ho 1a ban cta ciu a?” T6i dit chiéc nhin khung long vao tach tra va chi
vao tam anh gin trén guong soi. N6 xam xam, md 4o va dugc in trén mit
gidy day bong ludng. RS rang d6 1a mot san pham ciia 16p nhiép anh. Bon
nguoi, gom ca Meredith, ding trudc mot khdi cau rdng khong 16, mang
phong thai nghé si voi trang phuc den tuyén va mai toc c¢d tinh chai chudt.
Khéng hiéu sao toi thdy kha ngac nhién. Toi biét phong nay dam chat nghé
thuat, Meredith deo nhan day tay va mili, nhung phan con lai ciing rat chin
chu — 40 len mau tim hoa ca, quin bd bo, giong néi nhoé nhe. Tuy cb sé
thich vé bong banh nhung c6 vé nhu ¢6 ban khong theo phong cach tomboy.

Meredith nd nu cudi tuoi réi, chiéc nhan trén canh miii phap phong. “O.
Ellie chyp tim ndy ¢ La Defense ddy. C6 Josh, St. Clair, minh va Rashmi.
Cau s& gip ho vao bita sang ngay mai. O, moi nguoi trir chi Ellie. Nam
ngoai chi ay da tot nghiép roi.”

Rudt gan toi bat dau nhon nhao. C6 phai ¢ ban vira moi t6i dén ngdi
chung khong?

“Nhung chic cdu s& som gip chi ay thoi, vi chi ay dang hen ho voi St.
Clair. Gio chi dy dang ¢ Parsons Paris dé chyp anh.”

T6i chua bao gid nghe vé noi d6, nhung ciing git dau nhu thé minh du
dinh s& dén d6 mot ngay khong xa.

“Chi ay thuwc sw gioi.” Giong noi phang phat ¥ khac, nhung toi khong
dinh hoi han thém. “Josh va Rashmi ciing dang hen ho,” ¢6 nang bo sung.

A ha. Meredith hian van con doc than.
Bdng nhién toi lai ngAm dén ban than minh. O qué nha t6i di hen ho véi

Matt trong ndm thang. Cau ta dong dong cao, vui nhon va tdc tai gon gang.
Mot tinh hudng kiéu nhu “Vi xung quanh khong con ai kha kham hon, ban
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c6 mudn cip ké voi toi khong?” Chung toi chi hon hit qua quyt va ciing
ching c6 gi tuyét voi. Qua nhiéu nudce bot. Toi ludn phai lau cam.

Chung toi chia tay khi toi biét vu di Phap, nhung ciing chiang phai
chuyén gi to tat. T61 khong khoc 16c 1 61, gui cau ta nhitng birc thu su6t
mudt hay khoa nhem di chiéc xe chd hang cua me cau ta. Lic nay, cau ta
dang dung dang dung dé véi Cherrie Milliken, con bé d6 tham gia dan hop
xuong va ¢6 mai toc dang duoc dem di quang céo. Nhung t61 cling khong
cam thdy muon phién gi dau.

Dung ra 1a khong mudn phién nhiéu lam.

Cudc chia tay tinh dau 4y day t6i vao con thém mudbn Toph, ciu dong
nghiép dic biét & cum rap chiéu phim. Noi thé khong c6 nghia 13 toi khong
mé cau ta khi con cip voi Matt, t6i van mé sudt ddy va ciing thay co chut
can rut lwong tam. Toi thuc su bat dau véi Toph khi mua hé cham dut.
Nhung Matt 1a anh chang duy nhat toi timg hen ho va ciing chang sau sac gi
ca. C6 lan t6i ké vi Matt chuyén toi timg di choi v6i mot g tén 1a Stuart
Thistleback & trai hé. Stuart c6 mai toc chay nang va choi kén bass dimg,
chung t6i yéu cudng nhiét nhung ciu ta song o tan Chattanooga ma chung
t6i déu chua lay bang 1ai xe.

Matt biét tong toi bia chuyén, nhung cau ta du tir té dé khong noi ra.

Ngudn ebooks: http://www.luv-ebook.com

T6i chuén bi hoi Meredith vé lich hoc ctia c6 ban thi chudng dién thoai
tiu tit reo. Meredith dao mat va tra 1oi. “Me oi, dang 1a ntra dém co ma.
Cach nhau sau tiéng, me nhd khong?”

T6i liéc nhin chiéc déng hd bao thic hinh tau ngdm mau vang va hoang
hét nhan ra Meredith da dang. To1 dat tach s6-co-la nong 1én dau ta. “Minh
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nén di,” to1 thi tham. “Xin 161 vi da nan lai qua lau.”

“Do1 chut.” Meredith che dién thoai. “Gap cau vui qud. Hen sang mai
nhé?”

“O. Gap cau sau.” To6i co to ra vé binh than, nhung trong long thi non
nong dén muc khi di ra t61 dam sam ngay vao mot birc tuong.

Oai. Khong phai tuong. Ma 1a mdt cau ban.

“Ui.” Cau ta lui lai.

“Xin 16i! Minh xin 18i, minh khong thay cau.”

Cau ta lic dau, c6 chit choang vang. T6i chil ¥ dén mai toc trude hét —
mai toc ludn 1a tht dau tién t6i chd y & moi nguoi. Nau sim, bu xu, ¢ vé
vira dai lai vira ngan. T6i nghi ngay dén nhom The Beatles vi vira thay ho
trong phong Meredith. Mai toc ddm chit nghé si. Mai toc cia 4m nhac. Mai
toc toi-cha-quan-tim-dau-nhung-that-ra-tdi-rat-cham-lo-cho-né.

Toc dep qua.

“Khéng sao, minh ciing khong thdy cau. Cau 6n chi?”

Oi troi. Cau ta 1a ngudi Anh.

“Um. Mer song ¢ diy phai khong?”

Nghiém tac ma néi, t6i khong biét dtra con gai My nao c6 thé cudng lai
mot giong Anh.
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Cau ta hang giong. “Meredith Chevalier? Cao, toc xoan dai ay?” Roi ciu
ta nhin t6i nhu thé t6i bi hAm hay diéc dic, nhu thé toi 1 ba ndi Oliphant.
Ba chi cuoi va lic dau mdi khi toi hoi, “Ba thich loai s6t salat nao?” hay
“Ba gidu rang gia clia 6ng ¢ dau vay?”

“Minh xin 161.” Cau ta lui lai mét budce. “Cau sap di nga.”

“Phai r0i! Meredith séng ¢ ddy. Minh vira ¢ cing ban 4y hai tiéng dong
ho.” T6i dong dac tuyén bod hét nhu thang em Seany mdi 1an tim thay thir gi
d6 ghé tom trong vuon. “Minh 1a Anna! Minh méi dén day!” Oi Chiia oi.
Cai su Cuo”ﬁg Nhiét Bang So nay la sao? Hai ma t61 nong ran, that la X4u
ho.

Cau ban dién trai kia cuoi toe toét. Rang cau ta cling dep — thang déu tim
tép ca hai ham, chi hoi hd mét teo. Tdi mé man nhirng nu cudi nhu thé vi
to1 chua chinh lai rang. Khoang ho gitra hai ham cua t61 vira van mot trai
nho kho.

“Minh 1a Etienne,” cdu ta noi. “Minh song & tang trén.”

“Minh séng ¢ day.” Toi ngan ngo chi vao phong minh trong lic dau oc
van dang quay mong mong: tén Phép, giong Anh, truong My. Qua 1a boi

rol.

Cau ta g0 hai lan 1én cua phong Meredith. “U, hen gap lai cau sau nhé,
Anna.”

Eh-t-yen goi tén tdi thé nay: Ah-na.

Tim t6i nén thinh thich thinh thich trong 16ng nguc.
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Meredith m& ctra. “St. Clair!” né ra 1én trong lic van dang nghe dién
thoai. Ho cudi 16n, 6m 13y nhau va tiu tit. “Vao di! Chuyén bay cta ong thé
nao? Ong dén khi nao? P gip Josh chuwa? Me oi, con cup may day.”

Dién thoai ngat, cing luc canh cira phong Meredith dong sam lai.

T6i do dam chiéc chia khoa trén soi day chuyén. Hai dtra con gai quang
40 choang tim mau hong khuc khich budn chuyén khénh khang sau lung
t61. MOt dam con trai ti ton huyt gi6 di qua hanh lang. Meredith va ban cudi
dua qua vach tuong mong. Tim toi chung xudng, con bung thi that lai.

T61 van 1a ma moi. Va van chi ¢6 mot minh.

Sang hom sau, t6i ddn do khong biét co6 nén ghé qua phong Meredith
khong, nhung roi nhat qua nén danh ty minh dén chd in sang. May ma toi
cling biét nha dn nam & dau (Kj ndng song danh cho hoc sinh méi, budi thir
hai). T6i kiém tra thé an rdi givong cao chiéc 6 Hello Kitty. Troi dang mua
ti tach. Thoi tiét ciing chang thuong x6t cho ngay dau dén truong cua toi.

To1 bang qua duong vo1 mot nhom hoc sinh dang tan doc. Bon né khong
dé vy toi, nhung ching t6i cung nhau tranh nhitng viing nudc mua. Mot
chiéc xe con trong nhu d6 choi cia thang em toi chay qua, bin nudc vao

mét dira deo kinh. N6 churi thé va bi 1ii ban hua vao tréu choc.

Toi tut lai phia sau.
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Thanh phd nay mang mau xam trong. Bau trdi cao voi voi va nhitng toa
nha béng da cung toat ra su thanh lich lanh lung, phia trudc toéi, dién
Pathéon mo 4o lung linh. Mai vom khong 16 va nhitng cot tru nguy nga cia
né vuon 1én bao tron phan ngon cta nhitng toa nha ké bén. Mdi lan nhin
thiy no, t0i déu khong thé dat ra. Ctr nhu thé nd duoc ldy cip tir Rome ¢b
dai hay chi it ciing tir d6i Capitol vay. Nhitng thir t6i khong thé chiém
ngudng tir cira s6 16p hoc.

T61 khong biét ngdi dién ay dé lam gi, nhung chac s€ sém co ngudi nodi
cho t61 hay.

Noi t6i & ké bén khu Latin, hay con goi 1a khu vuc hanh chinh tht nam.
Theo tir dién bo tai ciia t6i nd cd nghia 1a quin va nhitng toa nha trong qudn
t6i ndm san sat nhau, udn cong quanh nhimg khuc cua véi vé 16ng 13y cia
nhitng chiéc banh cudi. Via hé ném chat hoc sinh va du khach, duong phd
nhan nhan cting mot loai bang ghé, dén dudng, bui cdy trong hang rao kim
loai, nha tho kién trac Gothic, ctra hang banh kép bé xiu, ké buu thiép va
nhirng ban cong sat duoc cham trd duyén dang.

Néu day 1a mot ky nghi, toi tin chac minh s& bi hat hon. Téi s& mua méc
khoa hinh thap Eiffel, chyp anh con duong lat da va goi mot dia dc sén.
Nhung t6i khong di nghi ¢ ddy. Toi séng ¢ ddy va cam thdy minh nho bé.

Toa nha chinh cua truong My chi cach toa nha Lambert — ky tic x4 hoc
sinh hai nam cudi cip — hai phut di bo. Dé vao truong toi phai di qua mot
canh cong to vo to khiing bd, ni ra san sau vdi nhitng tan cdy duoc tia tot ti
mi. Hoa phong lit va ddy thudng xuan ra xudng cic 6 cira s6 mdi ting, dau
su tir d4 uy nghiém dugc cham khic ¢ giira nhitng canh ctra xanh sam cao
gap ba lan chiéu cao cta toi. Mdi bén ctra treo mot 14 cd do, trang, xanh —
mot cua My, mot cua Phap.

https://thuviensach.vn



Noi ndy trong cit nhu mot phim truong. Nang céng chiia bé nhd!! chang
han, néu bo phim ay dugc quay ¢ Paris. Lam sao mot ngdi truong nhu thé
nay ton tai duoc nhi? Va bang cach nio tdi ghi danh vao hoc duoc? Bo t6i
hoa c6 dién méi tin t6i thudc vé chon nay. Toi vat va thu 6 lai va dang ké
mong day canh cira gd nang né thi mot cau ban chin chu véi mai toc 10a xoa
quet qua, ddm vao chiéc 6 cua toi. Cau ta 1ap tirc ban ra 4nh mat dang ghét
nhu thé (1) d6 13 18i cua t6i khién sy kién nhan ciia cau ta chi ngang dtra bé
chap chiing va (2) cau ta chua du u6t sting vay.

[1] Tén phim nguyén goc tiéng Anh: A Little Princess, dwoc ra mdt lan dau tién vao nam 1995.
Hai diém trur cho Paris. Thay k& nguoi, Anh chang Chin chu.

Tran nha tang trét cao dén khoé tin, khong khi thoang thoang mui nudc
tay huong cam va but xo6a. Toi di theo tiéng dé gidy 16¢ coc dé dén nha an.
Dudi chan 13 nén nha 1at ¢a hoa cuong véi hoa vin hinh chim sé 16ng vao
nhau, con trén tudng, phia cudi hanh lang, 13 mot chiéc dong hd ma vang
tic tac diém gio.

Ngoi truong ndy vira dang né lai vira dang sg. N6 nén danh cho nhiing
hoc sinh c¢6 vé si riéng va ngua Shetland cht khong phai mot dira mua phan
16n quan 4o tir trang Target nhur toi.

Cho du toi da nhin thdy nha an nay trong chuyén tham quan truong thi
n6 van lam t6i ngat ngu. Toi dd quen an trua trong phong thé duc da ning
noéng nic mui hoi ctia déng quan jockstrap? 6 mau. O d6 chi toan nhimng
diy ban dai voi bang ghé gan lién, ly gidy va nia nhya. Nhitng c6 gai deo
mang toc diéu hanh quy tinh tién phuc vu pizza dong lanh, khoai tay chién
dong lanh va ca chién xu dong lanh, con may nudc ngot va may ban hang tu
dong chu cap phan con lai trong ché do dinh dudng cua toi.

[2] Qucfn jockstrap la mot loai do 16t duoc thiét ké dé hé tro' va bao vé nam gioi trong cac hoat
déng thé thao.
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Con chd nay — chd nay c6 thé 1a mot nha hang.

Khong giéng vé quy phai ¢6 xua cla sanh 16n, nha an nay thanh lich va
hién dai, ddy kin nhitng chiéc ban tron va ciy canh treo trong chau. Tudng
mau quyt va chanh, mot dng nguoi Phap d6i mi dau bép tring tinh dang
nhanh nhen phuc vu nhiéu loai thirc dn trong c6 vé xanh tuoi ngon lanh. C6
nhiéu 16 nudc dong chai, nhung khong phai loai cola nhiéu dudng 1am chat
kich thich ma toan la nudc hoa qua va khoang mot ta cac loai nudc khoang
thién nhién. Tham chi con c6 mot ban danh riéng cho ca phé. Ca phé. To6i
biét vai dira hoc tro lam viéc cho Starbucks & Clairemont cuc ky them dugc
udng ca phé trong trudng.

Ghé ngodi déu da duogc lap day, moi ngudi trd chuyén véi ban bé qua
tiéng hét ciia cac dau bép va tiéng bat dia lach cach (dia st xin chtr khong
phai d6 nhwa dau nhé). Toi dung nhu twong & 16i vao. Tung dam hoc sinh
lach qua toi, ta ra moi hudng. Nguc toi that lai. T6i nén tim ban an hay goi
bita sang trudc? Va bang cach nao t6i co thé goi mén khi ma cai thyc don
chi rat mot tht tiéng Phdp khi gi6 thé kia?

To1 giat nay nguoi khi nghe ¢6 ai d6 goi tén minh. Lam on, lam on, lam
on di...

Quét mat qua dam dong, toi thay mot ban tay nim-chiéc-nhan dang vay
g0i & goc xa. Meredith chi vao chiéc ghé tréng bén canh, t6i bén len 16i dén
do, cam kich va thé phao nhe nhom.

“Minh da dinh gd cira phong cdu dé chiing minh di chung, nhung khong

biét cau ¢ phai tuyp ngu nudng khong.” Meredith cau may lo lang. “Xin
16i nhé, dang 1& minh nén gd ctra. Cau trong bo vo qua chung.”
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“Cam on da dé danh cho cho minh.” T61 dit d6 dac xuong va ngdi vao
chd. Con hai nguoi khac dang & do, ho cling ¢c6 mat trong burc anh dan trén
guong cua Meredith. T61 lai cang thang va chinh ba-16 dudi chan.

“Day 1a Anna, ngudi ma t61 vira k€ vai hai nguoi do,” Meredith noi.

Mot cau ban cao 1€u nghéu vé1 mai toc ngan ngun va chiéc miii dai chao
don t61 bang ly ca phé. “Josh,” cau ta néi. “Va Rashmi.” Cau ta hat dau ve
phia dra con gai bén canh, luc nay hai nguoi ho dang ndm tay bén trong tui
a0 khoac cua Josh. Rashmi deo kinh gong xanh, sudi toéc den day buéng xda
xuong lung. N6 chi liéc qua to1 ding mot cai.

Puoc rdi. Chang phai viée gi to tat.

“Con thiéu St. Clair nira.” Meredith nghén c6 khip cing-tin. “Cau ay
thuong dén muodn.”

“Ludn ludn,” Josh stra lung. “Luén luén dén mudn.”

T6i hang giong. “Hinh nhu tdi qua minh gip cdu y roi. O hanh lang.”
“Toc dep va giong Anh phai khong?”” Meredith hoi.

“Ua. Pung vay. Minh doan thé.” T6i ¢6 giit giong diéu binh than.

Josh cuoi diéu. “Moi nguoi déu cam mén anh St. Clair.”

“Oi, im cho t6i nho,” Meredith néi.

“Khong c6 em trong d6 dau nhé.” Lan dau tién Rashmi nhin toi nhu

muodn udc lugng xem li€u té61 ¢6 thé cdm meén ban trai nd hay khong.
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Josh budng tay ban gai va thé phao mot cach cuong diéu. “O, anh thi co
déy. Anh da mo1 anh éy tham du vii hoi cudi nim. Anh biét nam nay bon
anh s& thing ma.”

“Truong nay c6 vil hoi cudi nam ha?” To61 hoi.

“Chua oi, lam gi c¢6,” Rashmi néi. “Dtng day Josh. Anh va St. Clair s&
rat d& thuong trong hai b vest gidng nhau.”

“Vest dudi tom.” Gigng no1 Anh khién t6i va Meredith giat thot. Cau ban

hanh lang. Cau ban xinh trai. Toc cau ta w6t dam vi mua. “Anh mudén mac
vest duoi tom, néu khong anh sé dua hoa cai 4o cua em cho Steve Carver

29

day.

“St. Clair!” Josh bat khoi ghé va ho 6m cham nhau, v lung hai cai theo
cach co dién.

“Khong hon u? Em budn déy, anh ban.”
“Vo em c6 thé gian ddy. N6 van chua biét chuyén doi ta.”

“Nham that,” Rashmi n6i, nhung van mim cudi. Trong né dep han ra. N6
nén thu gian khoe miéng thuong xuyén hon.

Cau ban hanh lang xinh trai (t6i nén goi cu ta 1a Etienne hay St. Clair
nhi?) tha ba-16 va ludn vao ghé tréng giita Rashmi va toi.

“Anna.” Cau ta ngac nhién khi thay to1, va to1 cling ngo ngac. Nguoi ta
nh¢ ra minh.

“Cai 6 dep day. Pang ra sang nay nén dung 6.” C4u ta cio cio toc va mot
giot nude dap xubng canh tay t6i. Toi nin ling. Xui xéo thay bao tir toi da
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thay chu no6 1én ti€ng. Mat cau ta 16e sang badi ti€ng bung séi ung uc va toi
chot nhan ra chiing to va nau dén thé nao.

Josh di dung. At han tat ca tui con gai ¢ trudng déu cam mén cau ta.
“Nghe khiép qua. Cau nén in chuat gi di. Trir phi...” Céu ta gia v kiém

tra t0i roi xich lai thi thdm. “Trir phi cau 1 loai con gai khong bao gio dn
uéng. Thé thi khong chép nhan dugc. Phai cach ly vinh vién cdu véi cai ban

29

nay.
To1 quyét dinh s€ thanh that véi cau ta. “Minh khong biét cach go1 mon.”

“Dé ot,” Josh noi. “Xép hang. Né6i cho ho biét the chi muén. Nhén léy
nhiing mén ngon. Sau d6 dua ho thé an cua chi va hai panh® mau.”

[3] Pon vi do lwong. 1 panh xap xi 0,473 lit.
“Em nghe n61 ndm nay ho nang gia Ién ba panh r61,” Rashmi noi.

“Ho mudn tuy xuong,” Cau ban hanh lang dién trai néi. “Hodc vanh tai
trai cua cau.”

“Cam on moi nguoi, nhung minh dang noéi cai thuc don co ma.” Té1 chi
vao tAm bang phan phia trén cac dau bép. Nét chir bay budém dugc viét voi
ba mau hong, vang va trang kia chinh 1a thuc don bira sang. “Né khong phai
ngon ngir me dé cua minh.”

“Cau khong biét tiéng Phap?” Meredith hoi.

“Minh da hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha duoc ba nim. Minh chua timg nghi s&
chuyén dén Paris.”
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“Khong sao ca,” Meredith nhanh nhau néi. “Nhiéu nguoi ¢ diy ciing
khoéng noi dugc tiéng Phap ma.”

“Nhung hau hét déu noi duoc,” Josh bdi vao.
“Nhung hau hét déu khong thao 1dm.” Rashmi luom cu ta.

“Vay thi chi s€ hoc ngdon nglr thirc an trudc. Ngon ngilt cua tinh yéu.”
Josh xo0a bung nhu mot Puc Phat gay nhang. “Oeuf. Trimg. Pomme. Téo.
Lapin. Tho.”

“Chang c6 gi buon cuoi gi cd.” Rashmi dap vao canh tay cau ta. “Cha
trach Isis can anh. B6 ngde.”

T6i lai liéc tAm bang phan kia. Van 13 tht tiéng Phap ngoan ngoéo. “Vay,
um, minh phai lam gi?”

“Puoc r0i.” Cau ban hanh lang dién trai day ghé ra. “Pén day nao. Minh
cling chua an.” Toi khong thé khong nhan ra co vai dta con gai ha hoc
mom khi chiing t6i len giita ddm dong. Mot dta toc vang mili khoam mic
40 limg tré trung xuat hién ngay khi chung t6i ding vao hang. “Nay, St.
Clair. Mua hé ctia ciu thé nao?”

“Chao Amanda. Ciing vui.”

“Cau da ¢ day hay tro vé London?” Amanda dua vao mot dira cot toc
dudi ngua, tao tu thé phoi bay than thé ¢ mirc tdi da.

“Minh dén San Francisco vo1 me. Ky nghi ctia ban c6 vui khong?” Cau

ta nha nhan hoi, nhung t61 vui vi nghe dugc su ding dung trong giong noi
y.
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Amanda hat toc, bét thinh linh n6 bién thanh Cherrie Milliken. Cherrie
thich xda toc va xodn xoan ting lon quanh ngdn tay. Bridgette tin cudi tudn
nao Cherrie cling dung trudc quat dién va gia vo 1a mot siéu mau, nhung toi
thi nghi con bé qua ban ron trong viéc dudng toc trong bun tron rong bién
du du dé tim kiém sy huy hoang tuyét déi.

“Tuyét voi 1am.” Lai hat téc. “Minh d3 & Hy Lap mot thang, rdi o
Manhattan sudt thoi gian con lai. B6 minh c6 mét cian hd dang mo woc co
thé nhin ra céng vién Central.”

Cdu nao cua Amanda cling c6 mot tir dugc nhdan manh. Toi khit miii nhin
cuo1 va cau ban hanh lang dién trai ho sdc sua mot cach ky quac.

“Nhung minh da nho cau. Cau khong nhan dugc email cia minh sao?”

“O... khong cé. Chac nham dia chi r6i. HE.” C4u ta thac toi. “Sap dén
lugt chung ta ro1 kia.” Roi1 cau ta quay lung vd1 Amanda, n6 va ban nhin
nhau cau co.

“Bai hoc tiéng Phap dau tién cta cau da dén. Bita sdng ¢ day don gian va
chu yéu c6 banh mi — banh stng bo 1a ndi tieéng nhat. Pong nghia voi viée
khong xuc xich va khong trirng trdng nhé.”

“Thé thit xong kh6i?” Téi khap khai hy vong.
“Lam gi c6.” Cau ta bat cuoi. “Bai hoc thtr hai, nhitng chit trén bang.
Nghe k¥ va nhic lai theo minh nay. Granola*.” T6i nheo mat khi cdu

givong mat gia vo ngay tho. “Tuc 13 ‘granola’ d6. Con cai nay? Da-ua!”

[4] Mot mon diém tam thinh hanh o My. Thanh phcfn: bot lua mach, lua mi, hanh nhan, sita
chua...
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“Minh khong biét. Sita chua 4?”
“Hién nhién! Vay ma ciu bao chua timg song & Phap.”
“Haha. Chét tiét.”

CAu ta mim cuoi. “O, biét roi nhé. Quen minh chua dugc mot ngay ma
da tréu giong nodi cua minh. Gi nita nao? C6 muodn ban lun vé toc minh
khong? Hay chi€u cao cua minh? Quan dai cia minh?”

Quan dai cia cau ay. T6i mudn lam.

Ong bac ngudi Phap dung sau quiy quat ching toi. Xin 18i, bép truong
Pierre. T61 bi phan tam bdéi Tuyét Tac Trai My-Phap-Anh nay. Cau ban
nhanh nhen yéu cau, “Sira chua voi Granola va mat ong, tring ludc so hay
banh xp 16?”

T6i chang biét banh x6p 1€ tréng thé nao. “Sita chua,” t6i noi.

Cau ta goi do an cho chung tdi bang thir tiéng Phap sanh soi. Chi it voi
d6i tai non ndt cua toi thi nd that hoan my va co thé xoa diu dugc bép
truong Pierre. Ong thoi trimg mat rdi khudy granola va mat ong vao moén
stta chua ctia t6i. Mén dn dugc ric thém vai trai viét quét truée khi hoan tat.

“Merci, ong Boutin.”

To6i d& lay cai khay. “Khong banh Pop-Tarts'®/? Khong Cocoa Puffs!®?
Minh cam thiy hoan toan bi xtic pham diy.”

[5] Mot loai banh quy.

[6] Mot loai ngil coc huong cacao.
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“Pop-Tarts cho ngdy thtr ba, banh qué Eggo cho thir tu, nhung ho khong
bao gid phuc vu Cocoa Puffs. Hay chiu dung di, vi tht sdu s€ c6 Froot
Loops!.”

[7] Mot logi ngii coc vi ngot hwong trdi cdy.

“Mot anh chang Anh Quoc nhu cau ma ciling bi€t nhi€u do an vat cuia My
qué nhi.”

“Nudc cam? Nudc nho? Hay nudc mam x61?” To1 chi nudc cam va cau
ta 1ay hai chai khoi thung. “Minh khong phai ngudi Anh ma 13 ngudi My.”

To61 mim cuoi. “Vay ha?”

“That ma. Cau phai la nguo1 My thi méi vao hoc TMOP dugc chir, nhé
ra chua?”

“TMOP?”

“Traong My ¢ Paris,” cdu ta giai thich. “TMOP.”

Hay qué. Pung 1a bd guri t6i dén day dé mo mang tim miat.

Luc xép hang thanh toan, t6i ngac nhién trudc hiéu qua 1am viéc ctia noi
nay. Truong cii cua toi chi toan canh chen chiic va choc tire cac ¢6 phuc vu,
con & day moi nguoi déu kién nhin cho doi. Toi quay mat lai dung luc bat
gap mét cdu ban dang quét doc co thé minh. Téi nin thd. Cau ban dep trai

nay dang tam tia 70i.

Cau ta khong biét da bi toi bat qua tang. “Me minh 1a nguoi My,” cdu ta
6n ton noi tiép. “B6 minh 1a ngudi Phap. Minh sinh ra ¢ San Francisco va
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16n 1én & London.”

T6i tim thay giong néi ctia minh nhu moét phép mau. “Mot dai biéu quoc
té thuc su.”

Cau ban bat cuoi. “Pung d6. Minh khong mau me nhu 1 cac cau dau.”

T6i toan tréu choc cau ta thi chot nhé rang nguwoi ta ¢é ban gdi réi. Thi
gi d6 den t6i choc vao cac ngdc ngach trong ndo tdi, budc téi nhd lai mau
d6i thoai voi Meredith t6i qua. P dén luc thay doi dé tai. “Tén that cua cau
la gi vay? Téi qua cau tu gidi thiéu la...”

“Ho ctia minh 1a St. Clair. Etienne 13 tén.”

“Etienne St. Clair.” Toi c6 phat Am gidng cau ta, xa la va quy phai.

“Khuang khiép nhi?”

To6i cuoi 16n. “Etienne nghe hay ma. Sao moi ngudi khong goi cau nhu
thé?”

“0, ‘Etienne nghe hay ma.” Cdu mdi tir té 1am sao.”

Mot cdu da ram ning, mit mun, toc den day xép hang phia sau ching t6i.
N6 ¢6 vé rat phan khich khi thay St. Clair va St. Clair cling cudi dap 18.

“Nay, Nikhil, ky nghi cia em vui khong?” Cung cau hoi vo1 Amanda
nhung 1an nay giong St. Clair rat that long.

Cau nhoéc kia chi can c6 thé dé bat dau cau chuyén vé chuyén di dén
Delhi, vé cac khu cho, dén thd va nhitng dot gié mua. (Cau ta di t6i tan Taj
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Mahal. Tbi thi chi loanh quanh ¢ bai bién Panama City va phan con lai cua
bang Georgia). Mot cdu manh khanh xanh xao voi mai toc bét dinh budc
dén. Nikhil quén bang chung toi va chiao ming ban minh cing véi tring
dién vin say sua kia.

St. Clair — t6i quyét dinh goi cau ta nhu thé trudc khi toi tu lam minh x4u
ho - quay lai nhin t6i. “Nikhil 1a em trai Rashmi. N6 13 hoc sinh nim nhat.
Rashmi con mot em gai, Sanjita, dang hoc ndm hai, va mot ba chi, Leela, da
t6t nghiép hai nim trude.”

“Cau c6 anh chi em khong?”

“Khong. Con cau?”

“Mot thang em & nha. Atlanta. Thudc Georgia. O mién Nam.”

Cau ban nhudng may. “Minh biét Atlanta & dau ma.”

“0 nhi.” T6i dua thé an cho anh nhan vién dung sau qudy. Ciing giong
6ng Boutin, anh ta mic déng phuc tring va d6i mi duoc hd cing. Anh ta
cling dé ria mép. Ho. T6i khong biét ngudi dan xt nay con giir phong cach
d6. Bép trudong Ria Mép quet thé roi dua lai cho toi v6i 101 merci nhanh.

Cam on. Lai thém mot tir toi da biét tir trude. Nan qua di.

Trén dudng quay vé ban, toi thdy Amanda theo ddi St. Clair tir ban in
ctia Nhitng Con Nguoi Xinh Pep Chin Chu. T6i khong ngac nhién khi thay
cdu ban toc 1da xda c6 anh mat dang ghét ciing ngdi ¢ do. St. Clair dang noi
vé chuyén truong 16p — ngdy dau tién cia toi ra sao, gido vién cua t6i 1a ai —

nhung t6i khong nghe duoc gi. Toi chi con biét nu cudi khoe ring va dang
di day phong khoang ty tin ciia cdu.
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Toi cling t6 nhu may dura kia vay.

Hang tir H dén P di chuyén mot cach cham chap. Pira phia trude t6i dang
dau khau voi ¢6 hudng dan. Téi liéc qua hang tir A dén G thi thdy Meredith
(Chevalier) va Rashmi (Devi) dd nhan duoc thoi khoa biéu va dang d6i
chiéu véi nhau.

“Nhung em dau c6 diang ky mon San khau, em chon mén Khoa hoc may

'79

tinh ma

C6 hudng din vién béo 0 van kién nhan. “T6i biét, nhung Khoa hoc may
tinh khong khop véi thoi khoa biéu ciia em, mon thay thé thi dugc. Em co
thé hoc Khoa hoc may tinh vao ky téi...”

“Moén thay thé ctia em 1a Lap trinh may tinh.”

boi1 da. Su chu y cua t61 quay lai. Ho co thé 1am nhu vay sao? Nhet
chung t6i vao mot 16p hoc ching t6i khong dang ky? Toi s& chét — CHET
méat — néu phai hoc lai moén thé duc.

“Thuc ra, David 4,” ¢6 huéng din sot soat 14t gidy to, “em di khong dién
vao mau don thay thé nén chiing t6i phai chon 16p gitip em. Nhung t6i nghi
em sé thay...”

David gian dir giat 1y thoi khoa biéu trong tay co roi dung dung bo di.

Cha cha. Cling khong phai 16i cta cd. Toi budc 1én va diu dang xung tén
nhu dé bu dap cho dua thé 16 vira di khoi. Co nhoén miéng cudi dé 16 lum
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dong tién. “T61 nhd em rd1, c6 gai. Ngay dau tot lanh.” Ro61 c6 dua t61 nira
to gidy mau vang.

T6i nin thd trong lac kiém tra nd. Phi. Khong c6 bat ngd. Ngit van nang
cao, Toan, Tiéng Phap v& long, Vat 1y, Lich st chdu Au va mot mén c6 cai
tén dang ngo “La Vie”.

Khi t6i ding ky mon, co huéng dan di mo ta “La Vie” 1a mot 16p chi-
danh-cho-hoc-sinh-nam-cubi, twong ty moén nghién ctru nhung thinh thoang
s& co khach moi dén giang giai vé viéc can bang so sach, thué nha va nuéng
banh quy. Pai loai thé. T6i nhe ngudi vi me s& cho t6i chon méon hoc do.
Ngoi truong nay ciing c¢6 vai thr d& chiu, chang han hoc sinh nim cubi
khong bat budc phai ding ky cac mon Toan, Khoa hoc va Lich str. Xui xéo
thay, me 13 mot ngudi theo chu nghia thuan tiy nén khong chiu cho toi t6t
nghiép trong tinh trang bo x6 mot nam ba moén kia. “Con s& khong bao gio
vao duogc truong dai hoc tu té néu con chon mon Ngh¢é thuat [am gém,” ba
canh bao va cau c6 trude hudng lua chon cua toi.

Cam on me da gtri con dén mot nén vin hoa vang danh vé nghé thudt va
bat con chiu dung thém mot 16p Toan nira. Toi thong tha dén gan Meredith
va Rashmi. DU cam thay minh nhu nguoi thira, téi van ciu duoc hoc chung
v6i tui n6 vai mon. Toi dd gip may. “Ba mén v6i minh va bon véi Rash
Meredith tuoi cudi tra lai toi thoi khoa biéu. Nhimg chiéc nhan nhwa

"7

nhé
bay sdc cau vong cua co ban cg xat vao nhau.

Rash''l. Mot cai tén than mat nghe sao ma bat hanh. Meredith va Rashmi
tan gau vé nhimg ngudi téi khong biét va tam tri t6i lang thang dén phia bén
kia san, noi St. Clair dang dung doi v6i Josh ¢ hang Q dén Z. T6i tu hoi

minh c6 hoc chung 16p nao véi cau ta khong.

[1] Chung phat ban.
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Y t6i 1 véi bon ho. Chung 16p véi bon ho.

Tro1 da hét mua, Josh da ban mdt viing nudc vé phia St. Clair, cau ta bat
cuo1 va noi gi do lam bon ho cuoi tao ton hon.

Bit chot toi nhan ra St. Clair thip hon Josh. Thap hon nhiéu. Ky quic &
chd t6i dd khong nhan ra sém hon, c6 18 béi vi cau ta khong cu xir nhu mot
anh chang thiéu thudc tic. Hau hét nhitng ké d6 déu bén 1&n hay dé kich
dong, hodc két hop ca hai tinh ay, nhung St. Clair tu tin, than thién va. ..

“@G101 o1, nhin gi ma cham cha vay?”

“Sao c0?” T6i quay dau lai, nhung Rashmi khong hoi t6i. Rash dang lic
dau véi Meredith vi trong ¢6 ban ciing lung ting nhu toi.

“Cau dang khoan 16 trén dau St. Clair day. Khong quyén rii 1am dau.”

“Im mom.” Roi Meredith cudi voi toi va nhin vai.

O. Thé 1a xong. Kiéu nay thi toi khong con 1y do nao dé to tuong lung
tung nita. Chang Trai Ky Diéu da chinh thirc ndm ngoai tam véi. “Ding noi
gi voi cau ay nhé,” Meredith no6i. “Lam on di ma.”

“D1 nhién,” t61 noi.

“Vi tui nay r0 rang chi 1a ban be.”

“R& thé roi.”

Chiing t6i di loanh quanh cho ¢ hiéu truong dén doc bai dién vin chao

mung. Co hi¢u trudng duyén dang va c6 phong thai nhu mot vii cong ba 1€.
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Co cao, mai toc nhu Bach Tuyét van lai gon gang lam c6 trong khac biét
hon 1a gia nua. An tuong tong quan 1a ¢6 c6 phong cach Paris, du qua thu
moi nhap hoc t6i duoc biét co dén tir Chicago. Anh mat c6 quét qua chiing
t61, mot tram hoc sinh duoc tuyén chon can than. “Chao mung cac em dén
v6i mot nam hoc phan khich tai truong My & Paris. T6i cam thay hai 1ong
vi thdy nhiéu guong mit thin quen va toi con vui mimg hon khi nhin thay
nhiing dién mao méi.”

Hinh nhu dén nuéc Phép ciing khong thé cai thién dién vin hoc dudng.

“V61 nhitng em da vao hoc ndm ngoai, t61 moi goi cac em nhiét li€t chao
don nhitng nguo1 ban mai ¢ 16p dudi cling nhu 16p trén.”

May tiéng vo tay lich su lac dac vang 1én. Toi liéc mat va giat ban khi
thay St. Clair dang nhin minh. Cau ta dang vo tay vé hudng toi. Do bimng
mat, t01 voi quay di.

Co hiéu truong tiép tuc noéi. Tap trung vdo, Anna. Tap trung. Toi cam
thay anh nhin cham chd cia cdu ta nhu thé né 1a sitc néng tir mat troi. Mo
hoi 1am da to6i 4m wét. Toi chui dudi mot tan cay dugc tia tot hoan hao. Tai
sao ciu ta nhin t6i nhu thé? Cau ta con nhin nita khong? Chic 1a con. Tai
sa0, tai sao, tai sao? Cai nhin d6 mang ¥ tot hay ¥ x4u, hay 1a vo thudng vo
phat? T61 khong ddm quay ra nhin.

Nhung khi t61 nhin lai, St. Clair khong con tam tia toi nira. Cau ta dang
gam mong tay.

C6 hiéu truong két thiic bai doc va Rashmi phong dén chd bon con trai.
Meredith din t6i vao 16p Ngit van. Gido vién chua dén nén hai dtra chon
chd ngdi cudi 16p. Phong hoc nhod hon 16p cil cua t6i, nhitg 6 ctra s6 sim
mau, cao vt va nhiéu anh sang nhu cua chinh, con ban hoc, bang tréng, dd
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chudt but chi treo tudng thi chang khac gi. Toi tap trung vao nhimg moén do
quen thudc dé giam bét cang thang.

“Cau s€ thich Gido su Cole,” Meredith noi. “C6 ay vui tinh 1am, ma luc
nao cling cho bon minh hoc nhitng quyén sach tuy¢t nhat nira.”

“B6 minh 14 nha van.” To6i budt miéng va ngay 1ap tirc cam thay héi han.
“That sao? Ai co?”

“James Ashley.” D6 1a but danh cta bd t6i. Toi doan Oliphant khong du
lang man.

“Al co?”

N&i nguong ngiing nhan 1én gap boi. “May quyén Quyét dinh?, Léi vao
ay? Chung da duoc dung thanh phim. Quén ching di, ching déu mang
nhitng cai tén map mo nhu thé...”

[2] Trong tdac pham nay, tdac gia co nhdc toi mot so truyén do nhan vdt hw cau James Ashley, bo
Anna, xuat ban. Voi nhitng cuon truyén do, chung toi dung tén dwoc dich ra tieng Viét va khong chiu
thich phan tén tieng Anh. Poi voi cac tac pham co thue, da xuat ban, chung toi dung tén dwoc dich ra

tiéng Viét va sé chii thich tén nguyén goc dé doc gia tién theo doi.

Mer nhoai han nguoi vé phia trudc, kich dong. “Khong, me¢ minh thich
Loi vao!”

ToO1 nhan mii.

“Chung khong t¢ dén thé ma. Minh da xem Loi vao v1 me mot lan va
khéce nhu mua khi c6 géi chét vi bénh mau trang.”
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“Ai chét vi bénh mau tréng?” Rashmi tha ba-16 bén canh t61. St. Clair
dung sau va chon ghé ngdi dang trude Meredith.

“Bd Anna da viét truyén Loi vao day,” Meredith néi.

T6i hiing hang ho. “Minh khong tu hao gi dau.”

“Xin 16i nhung Léi vao 1a truyén gi?” Rashmi hoi.

“N6 ké vé mot cau bé gitp dd dé mot bé gai trong thang may, sau d6 ciu
bé truong thanh va phai 10ng bé gai d6,” Meredith tom tit trong luc St. Clair
nga lung ra ghé va tom 1dy thoi khoa biéu cta nd. “Nhung sau ngay ho dinh

hon, c6 gai bi chan doan mac bénh mau trang.”

“Bo c6 ta dua con gai minh dén bé tho trén mdt chi€éc xe lan,” to61 noi
tiép. “Va co ta qua do1 vao tuan trang mat.”

“Ac,” Rashmi va St. Clair cung kéu Ién.
Du xau ho roi. “Josh dau?” Toi hoi.

“Josh hoc 16p muoi mét,” Rashmi noi cr nhu dang 1€ to61 phai biét dieu
doé roi. “Bon nay chia tay anh ay & 16p Toédn co s6.”

“0.” Poan ddi thoai cta chiing t6i da di dén hoi két. Pang yéu lam sao.
“Mer a, chung ba 16p. Pua bon nay thoi khoa biéu cta ciu nao.” St. Clair
lai nga lung ra ghé va chém ntra mat gidy cua t6i. “000, tiéng Phap vo

long.”

“Minh da bao cau roé1 ma.”
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“Ciling khong t¢ 1am.” Cau ta dua lai thoi khoa biéu va mim cuodi. “Cau
s€ doc duoc thuc don bita sing ma khong can ¢6 minh trude khi cau kip
nhan ra.”

Hum, ¢6 1€ t61 khong con mudn hoc tiéng Phap nira.

A1 da! Sao con trai ctr bién con gai thanh mot 1 ngde vay nhi!

Ngu6n ebook: https://www.luv-ebook.com

“Chao ca lop.” Mot phu nit mac vay mau lam budc vao va dat ly ca phé
1én ban. C6 con tré va c6 mai toc vang ong nhat toé1 tirng thay ¢ mot gido
vién. “Véi...” Hai mat co luon quanh phong hoc r6i ding lai chd t6i.

Gi thé? T6i da lam gi sai sao?

“V6i nguoi duy nhéat khong biét toi, 16i la Gido sw Cole.” Co nhun gdi
mot cach khoa truong lam ca 16p phi cuoi. Lii ban quay lai nhin t61 cham
chu.

“Xin chao a,” to1 li nhi noi.

Su nghi ngo da duoc xac nhan. Trong s6 hai muoi 1am hoc sinh — toan bd
16p muoi hai & day — toi 13 hoc sinh méi duy nhat. Piéu d6 dong nghia ban
hoc cua toi ¢ loi thé hon t61 vi ho déu quen biét cac gido vién. Ngoi trudong
nay nho dén ndi mdi mén hoc déu duoc cing mot gido su giang day & ca
bdn khdi 16p.

Toi ty hoi ai di ting ngdi & chd ctia minh trude day. Co 18 mot cod ban

nao do ngon lanh hon t61. Mot c6 nang c¢6 nhitng lon téc dai, hinh xam di¢u
da va c6 nhiéu moi quan hé trong nganh cong nghi€p am nhac.
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“Hinh nhu bd phan tap vu mot 1an ntra lai phdt 10 mong muon cua t61,”
co Cole noi. “Moi nguoi ding 1én. Cac em biét thu tuc roi1 day.”

C6 mdi minh toi khong biét, nhung toi van diy ban ctia minh khi moi
nguoi day ban cia ho. Ching toi xép ban thanh mot vong tron 16n. Cam
giac ky quic xuat hién khi t6i cung lic nhin thiy tat ca ban hoc. Nhan co
hoi nay toi bén ludt mat mot vong. Toi khong nghi minh ndi bat, nhung
quan bo, gidy va ba 16 ctia ho déu dit tién hon cta toi. Ho trong sach dep
hon, sang lang hon.

Ching c6 gi bat ngd. Me t6i 1a gido vién Sinh hoc ¢ trudng trung hoc nén
chung t6i khong thé ring rinh tién bac. B toi tra tién thué nha va cac hoa
don, nhung thé ciing chwa du va me thi qua kiéu hanh dé doi hoi thém. Me
t61 noi du sao b ciing s& tir chdi yéu ciu ctia me va di mua mot cai may tip
thé duc.

Chuyén d6 c6 thé 1a that day.

Phén con lai cta budi sang tréi qua khd mo nhat. Téi thich Gido su Cole,
con thay day Toan — Gido su Babineaux thi cling dugc. Thay 1a nguoi ban
xtr, hay nhudng may va phun nudc bot khi giang bai. Cong bang ma néi toi
khong nghi phun nuéc bot 1a dic diém cua tiéng Phap. C6 18 thay bi noi
ngong. Nhung ciing kh6 doan dugc voi nglt am do.

Sau do6, t6i bat dau gid hoc tiéng Phap. Gido su Gillet hoa ra ciing 1a
nguoi ban xtr. Van dé hinh thire. Ho ludn cho ngudi ban x&r vao nhitng 16p
ngoai ngilt. Gido vién tiéng TAy Ban Nha cua toi ludon dao mat va ré lén,
“Aye, dios mio!”’*) mdi khi toi gio tay phat biéu. Ho t6 ra chan nan khi toi
khong thé naim dugc mot dinh nghia vén rat dé vai ho.
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[3] (Tiéng Tday Ban Nha): Oi Chiia oi!
T61 da ngung gio tay phat biéu.

Pung nhu du doan, 16p tiéng Phap tap nap hoc sinh nim dau. Va toi. O,
con mot dira nam hai nita, dtra hian hoc vi thoi khéa biéu lac sang. Cau ta
nhiét tinh tu gio1 thi€u minh 1a Dave, 10 rang cling nhe¢ nhdm nhu t61 vi
khong con 1a hoc sinh 16p trén duy nht.

Xét cho cung, biét dau Dave 1a dira choi duoc.

Pén trua, toi di theo dam déng hén loan dé dén nha an. Toi tranh hang
chinh va di thang dén quay trai cdy ciing banh mi tu chon dit moén mi dng c6
vé rat tuyét. That yéu dudi. Toi tha bi bo d6i con hon thir goi moén bang
tiéng Phap. “Oui, oui!” Toi néi, chi vao nhiing chit bat ky trén bang phan.

R61 bép truong Ria mép s€ gidi thi€u mot thir gi d6 khung khiép, thé 1a
to1 s€ phai mua n6 vi cam thay mac ¢d. Di nhién chau muon goi bo cdu
quay roi!

Hir! Giong y nhw ba néi.

Meredith va dam ban dang nhan nha & cai ban luc sdng. To1 hit sau roi
dén ngdi chung, nhe nhdom vi khong ai to vé ngac nhién.

Meredith hoi St. Clair dd gip ban gai chua. Cau ta nga nguoi trén ghé.
“Chua, nhung tbi nay tui toi c6 hen.”

“Hé nay ong c6 gap chi 4y khong? Lop cua chi 4y da bat dau chua? Ky
nay chi ay hoc gi?” Meredith lién tuc hoi vé Ellie va St. Clair tra 10i dé
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ching. Josh va Rashmi dang hén nhau — t6i c¢6 thé thay ludi cua ho - nén toi
tap trung cho banh mi va nho ctia minh. Thay t6i thanh thién chua.

Nho nho hon loai to1 thuong an, 16p vo cling hoi san sui. Dinh dat a? To61
cham khan an vao nudc va chui nhitng qua nho tim bé xiu. Kha hon nhung
van con com. Hum. St. Clair va Meredith dd ngung néi. Toi ngudc 1én va
thay ho dang soi minh v&i vé rat khoai chi. “Gi thé?”

“Khong c6 gi,” cau ta noi. “Ti€p tuc tdm cho nho cua cau di.”

“Chung bi ban ma.”

“Cau da thur trai nao chua?”” Meredith hoi.

“Chua, chiing van con c6 dau bun dat.” Tdi gio mdt trai cho ho thay. St.
Clair lay n6 tor ngdn tay t61 va cho vao mom. To1 b1 thoi mi€n bdi d61 moi
va co hong cau ta khi cau ta nudt no.

Toi1 ludng lu. Nén chon d6 sach hay thién y cua cau ta day?

St. Clair nhat mdt trai khac va mim cuoi. “Md miéng ra nao.”

To1 lién mo miéng.

Qua nho quet vao mdi dudi cua toéi khi cdu day no vao. N6 vo tung trong
miéng t6i va toi thang thot béi vi ciia nd dén ndi suyt phun hét ra. Vi rat
nong, giong keo nho hon 1a qua that. Toi chua tirng, chua tiung ném mot thur
nao nhu thé. Meredith va St. Clair bat cuo1. “Do1 dén khi cau thir ruou nho

da nhé.”

St. Clair xoan mot nia my Y. “Vay 16p tiéng Phap clia cdu ra sao?”
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Chu dé thay d6i dot ngot khién t6i giat minh. “Gido su Gillet dang so
lam. Co 4y cau c6 mai.” T6i bé mdt mau banh mi. Vo banh gion tan, bén
trong nhe va xbp. O, ngon. T6i nhét mot miéng to uych vao mom.

Meredith trong c6 vé suy tu. “Luc dau co ay c6 thé dang so, nhung khi
cau quen roi s& théy co that sy tbt.”

“Mer 1a hoc tro uvu tu ctia ¢6 ay day,” St. Clair noi.

Rashmi tach ra khoi Josh, cdu ta trong nhu bi ngdp boi khong khi trong
lanh. “Mer dang theo hoc tiéng Phap va tiéng TAy Ban Nha nang cao,”
Rashmi b sung.

“Hay cau lam gia su kém minh nhé,” t61 né1 vé1 Meredith. “Minh do
may mon ngoai ngit 1am. Ly do duy nhat noi nay cho qua diém tiéng Tay
Ban Nha cta minh 13 vi ¢6 hiéu truong di doc nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét do
hoi ctia bd minh.”

“Sao cau lai biét?” c6 ban hoi.

To6i dao mat. “Co 4y da dé cap chuyén d6 mot hai lan trong cudc phong
van qua dién thoai véi minh.” C6 lién tuc hoi han vé quyét dinh giao vai ctia
phim Ngon hai dang. B6 t6i lam gi ¢6 quyén quyét dinh. Ma t6i cling chang
quan tam. C6 dau c6 biét dugc gu phim anh tinh té cua toi.

“Minh muén hoc tiéng Y,” Meredith noi. “Nhung trudng nay khong day
mén d6. Minh mudn sang nam hoc dai hoc & Rome. Hoac 1a London. Minh
cling c6 thé hoc tiéng Y ¢ d6.”

“Rome chic chin 12 mét noi 1y tuong dé hoc tiéng Y day nhi?” T6i hoi.

“U.” C6 ban liéc trom St. Clair. “Minh ludn thich London.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Mer dang thuong. N6 10n sau qua roi.
“Cau mudn lam gi?” To1 hoi St. Clair. “Cau dinh hoc & dau?”

St. Clair nhn vai, kiéu nhan vai toan than dam chat Phap. Nguoi hau
ban trong nha hang t6i qua cling d3 nhin vai nhu thé khi t6i hoi ho ¢6 phuc
vu pizza khong. “Cha biét. Ciing con tiy, nhung minh mubn nghién ctru
lich str.” Cau ta nghiéng ngudi nhu thé sip chia sé mot bi mat xau xa.
“Minh luén mudn 1a mét trong nhing anh chang dugc phong van trén
chuyén dé ciia BBC hay PBS!“.. Cau biét day, v6i cip 1ong may dién khing
va hai miéng va da ¢ khuyu tay.”

[4] Tén viét tat ciia hai hé thong truyén thong lém & Anh va My.

Giong t61 luon! Phan nao giong. “Minh thi mudn xuat hién trén kénh
phim kinh dién va thdo luan vé Hitchcock hay Capral® vo1 Robert Osborne.
Ong 4y din phan 16n cac chuong trinh. Ong ay cao tudi roi nhung van con
hai hudc tré trung 1am, lai biét tat tan tat vé phim anh luon.”

[5] Alfred Hitchcock va Frank Russell Capra, hai nha lam phim danh tiéng thé gici.

“That ha?” Nghe c6 vé cau ta that su quan tam.

“Pau 6c St. Clair luén dat vao may quyén sach lich sir day nhu tir dién
ay,” Meredith xen vao. “Kho 16i dugc cau Ay ra khoi phong 1am.”

“Vi Ellie luon ¢ trong d6 ma,” Rashmi no6i tinh bo.

“Xem ai noi kia.” St. Clair chi vé phia Josh. “Josh 1a mot nay. Chua ké...
Henri nira.”
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“Henr1!” Meredith n6i va cung St. Clair pha 1én cuoi.

“Mot budi chiéu chét tiet va may nguoi khong bao gio dé t61 quén no.”
Rashmi liéc Josh, luc nay cau ta dang bam vam dia mi Y.

“Henri 13 ai vay?” T6i mip mdy phat am. En-ree.

“Hudng dan vién cho chuyén di thuc té dén Versailles hoi 16p muoi
mot,” St. Clair noi. “Anh ta dm nhu ma déi, nhung Rashmi d bo roi tui nay
¢ phong Guong va quang minh vao anh ta...”

“Minh khong c6!”

Meredith lac dau. “Ho mo mam nhau sudt ca budi chiéu trudc mat ban
dan thién ha.”

“Ca truong phai doi ho trén xe buyt tan hai tiéng vi Rashmi quén mat gid
vé,” St. Clair boi thém.

“KHONG PHAI hai tiéng...”

Meredith tiép tuc. “Cudi cung Gido su Hansen da tim ra cau ay sau mdt
bui cay nao do6 trong vuon véi cai co day dau rang.”

“Déu rang!” St. Clair khit miii.
Rashmi néi déa. “Im di, Ludi Anh.”

‘CHé?’ﬁ
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“Ludi Anh.” N6 néi. “Bon ndy dd goi 6ng nhu thé sau man trinh dién nin
thé cta ong va Ellie ¢ hoi chg dudong phd mua xuan vira rdi.” St. Clair ¢b
gang phan bac nhung con mai 6m bung cudi ha ha. Meredith va Rashmi thi
tiép tuc dop chat. Bong toi lai... that than. Toi tu hoi bay gio Matt c6 hon
kha hon vi ¢6 ngudi dé luyén tdp hay khong. Co6 1& vi t6i ma cdu ta hén
kém.

Oi khong.
T6i cling hon kém. Han 1a vay.

Ngay nao dé toi s& duoc trao mot birc tuwong hinh déi méi co khic dong
chit HON KEM NHAT THE GIOL Matt s& phat biéu chi vi buén chan ma
cau ta hen ho véi 61, t6i chang nong bong ti nao va khién cau ta lang phi
thoi gian. Con Cherrie Milliken mé mét cau ta, lai vo cung nong béng. Moi
nguoi déu biét nhu vay.

Oi Chua oi. Toph c6 nghi t6i hon kém khong?

N6 chi xay ra mot 1an. Pém cudi cung cia tdi ¢ rap chiéu phim ciing 1a
dém cudi cung trudc khi toi di Phap. Budi tdi troi qua cham chap va chi co
hai dra & sanh cho. C6 1& vi d6 1a ngay cudi cung, c6 1& vi chung t6i s&
khong gap lai nhau trong bén thang ti, ¢6 18 vi né nhu mét co hdi sau cung
— bt ctr Iy do gi, chung t6i da liéu linh. Chung toi da diing cam. Su tan tinh
gia ting ca dém va lac duoc vé nha, chung t6i khong thé di. Ching toi cir
tiép tuc... ndi chuyén.

Va sau cling ciu ta noi s& nhd t6i lam.

Va sau cung cau ta hon t61 dudi bang den dién kéu o o.

Va sau d6 to1 di.
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“Anna? Cau 6n cha?” Ai d6 hoi.
Ca ban dang cham cht nhin t6i.

Pung khoc. Pung khoc. Pung khoc. “Um, nha vé sinh & dau?” Nha vé
sinh 13 cai c& ua thich cua t6i trong bat ky tinh huéng nao. Khong ai hoi
thém mot khi ban dé cap dén no.

“0O cudi hanh lang 4y.” St. Clair tréng lo lang nhung khong dam hoi. C6
1& ciu ta sg toi s& than thd vé do tham hut cia bang v¢ sinh hodc chuyén dén
thang ctia cac co nang.

T6i chui vao budng vé sinh dén hét gid an trua. Cam gidc nhé nha lam
t6i dau don. Pau nhic nhdi, da day con cao, toi thiy doi that 1a bat cong.
T6i chwa bao gio doi hoi duge dua dén day. Toi di c6 ban be, nhitng cau
bong dua va nhitng nu hon 1én lut. Udc gi bd me da cho toi lua chon: “Con
mudn hoc nam cudi & Atlanta hay Paris?”

A1 ma biet dugc? T61 cling co thé chon Paris 1am chu.

Nhung to1 mudn duoc lya chon. P6 1a didu ma bd me tdi chua tung nghi
qua.
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To: Anna Oliphant <bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net>
From: Bridgette Saunderwick <bridgesandwich@freebiemail.com>
Tiéu dé: Pung c6 nhin déy...

... nhung ma goc phdi cudi giwong cdu bi tudt ra roi kia. Ha! Nhin roi
nha. Bdy gio dimng tiép tuc vudt thang cdc nép nhan vé hinh nita. Nghiém
tiic ddy. Le Academe du Fraunch thé nao? Cé tin gi néng sot té nén biét
khong? A ma, dodn thir ai chung I6p Todn véi t& di?? Drew ddy! Thang doé
nhudém téc den va gan nhdn 1én méi. N6 con la dé callipygian nita (tra tie
dién di do lwoi). Té van ngoi an triea nhu cil, nhung khéng c¢é cdu nén cir
thdy khang khdc thé nao dy. Chua ké con bé Cherrie lai xudt hién. N6 cir di
hat téc tan loan va té thé da nghe thay cdu dang ngdn nga doan qudng cdo
TRESemmé. Té sé ldy con hinh ném Darth Maul ciia thang Sean ma ti méc
mdt ra néu con bé doé ngéi Véi tui t& moi ngay. Nhan tién, me cdu da thué to
trong chirmg thang bé sau gio hoc nén t& phai di day. Khéng muén thang bé
chét trong ca truc cia té dau.

Céu xdu xa lam. Vé nha di.

Bridge

Th: Ngay mai ho sé céng bé vi tri truéng nhém. Chiic t& may mdn di.
Néu ho giao vai tro ciia t& cho Kevin Quiggley, thi té sé ldy Darth Maul

méc mat HAN.

Callipygian. C6 cip mong nay né. Hay day, Bridge.
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Ban than nhét cta toi 13 mot ké nghién choi chit. M6t trong nhitng tai san
dang gia nhat ciia n6 1a cuén OED!Y mua & chg gia dinh hai nam truée. Do
12 mot bd suu tip hai muoi quyén khong chi cung cap nghia tir ngir ma con
lich str ca chung. Bridge ludn sir dung nhitng tir kho nuét lac néi chuyén vi
né mudn nhin thidy moi ngudi phai chat vat gia vo 1a minh théng hiéu. Pa
tir 1au t6i hoc dugc rang ding gia vo hiéu n6 dang noi gi. N6 s& phat hién ra
tro gia tao cua toi ngay.

[1] Oxford English Dictionary: tir dién Anh ngir Oxford.

T6i khong thé tin me lai thué ban toi trong chimg thang Sean. Toi biét no
1a sy lya chon sang sudt nhét vi ching toi ludn cing nhau giam sat thing
nhéc, nhung n6 & d6 ma khong c6 61 thi that ky quac. N6 noi chuyén véi
me t0i trong lc t6i mac ket & bén kia thé gidi. Ky quic qué thé. Lan tdi, né
s& bao vira nhan cong viéc thir hai & rap chiéu phim cho xem.

Hai ngay roi Toph khong giri thu cho t6i. Khong phai t6i mong cau ta
viét thuy mdi ngay hay mdi tuan nhung... d3 c6 mot cdi gi d6 khong thé chdi
bo giita hai dua t6i. Y toi 1a chiing toi da 4én. Chuyén d6 — du 1a chuyén gi
— s& két thuc vi toi ¢ day u?

Tén that cua cdu ta la Christopher, nhung cau ta ghét bi goi 1a Chris nén
chon tén Toph. Mat c4u ta xanh ngat va toc mai dai thuot. Chung t6i cing
thuan tay trai, ciing yéu khoai tdy chién pho mai ¢ quy thirc an vit va clng
ghét Cuba Gooding Jr?. T6i “d6” Toph tir ngdy dau di 1am khi ciu ta ké
dau vao duéi may ICEE va tu ing uc tir voi dé 1am toi cudi. Cau ta ¢ cai
miéng Mam X6i Xanh sut budi 1am viéc hém do.

[2] Nam dién vién nguoi My tirng doat gidi Oscar:

Khong nhiéu ngudi ¢ thé 1am cho rang minh trd nén xanh lé. Nhung tin
t6i di, Toph c6 thé day.
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Tbi can than tai lai hop thu dén nhung khong c6 thu moi. To1 da cam coc
trudc may tinh nhiéu gio lién doi Bridge tan trudng. That ming khi n6 giri
thu cho t6i. Vi mét vai 1y do t6i mudn né viét thu trude. Co 18 vi t6i mudn
n6 nghi t6i hanh phiic va ban ron dén ndi khong cé thoi gian tan giu. Du
trong thyc té t6i dang rat budn ba, co don.

Va do61 ngau. Cai tu lanh bé xiu cua to1 trong rong.

T6i dung bita téi & nha an nhung lai tranh diy moén chinh va nhdi thém
banh mi dé cam cyu. C6 thé sang mai St. Clair s€ lai goi bita sang cho toi.
Hodc Meredith, tdi c4 nd s& 1am thé.

T6i hoi am cho Bridge, ké vé nhitng ngudi ban méi, vé cai nha in dién rd
mang dang cap nha hang va dién Pantheon khong 16 noi cudi phd. Du
khong mudn nhung to1 van mo ta St. Clair va dé cap chuyén cau ta truon
qua Meredith dé muon bt cua toi ngay lic Gido su Wakefield chi dinh cac
cdp thuc hanh phong thi nghiém. Thay da nghi ciu ta ngdi canh toi, nén tir
gid St. Clair véi t6i 1a mot cap thue hanh trong SUOT NAM NAY.

D6 1a diéu hay ho nhit d3 xay ra trong ngay.

Toi cling ké Bridge nghe vé 16p hoc bi an mang tén Cudc Séng, La Vie,
vi hai dtra chung t6i da danh tron mua hé dé phong doan linh tinh. (T6i: “Té
cé 1a bon t& s& tranh luan vé Big Bang va ¥ nghia cta su séng.” Bridge:
“Ham oi, bon ho s& day ham k¥ thuat hit thé va chuyén doi thirc dn thanh
ning luong co.”) Ca budi hom nay bon toi chi ngdi im va 1am bai tap.

That dang tiéc.

To61 danh thoi gian do dé doc cudn tiéu thuyét dau tién dugc chi dinh
trong mon Ngit van. O 13 la. Néu t6i khong nhan ra minh dang & Phap thi
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gid t6i da biét. Vi cudn Nhuw nuedc cho sé-c6-1a nay cé sex han hoi. PAM
PAC sex. Duc vong ciia mot phu nit da khién cho ca toa nha béc chay, roi
mot nguodi linh ném co thé tran trui cua cd ta 1én ngua va ho tinh tu trong
lac chay di. Khong doi ndo ho cho t6i doc quyén sach nay ¢ Bible Belt!*.
Cudn truyén néng bong nhat ma ching t6i c¢6 1a cubn Chiz A mau dol’.

[3] Tén tiéng Anh: Like water for Chocolate, tic gid Laura Esquivel, xudt ban lan dau tai Mexico
nam 19935.

[4] Vanh dai Thanh Kinh: Nam ¢ mién Nam va Trung — Tdy nwde My. Nhiéu ngueoi theo dao Tin
Lanh séng ¢ day.

[5] Tén tiéng Anh: The Scarlet Letter, la mét cuon tiéu thuyét xudt ban ndm 1850 ciia nha van
Nathaniel Hawthorne. Ldy boi canh thanh phé Boston thé ky 17, tiéu thuyét ké vé Hester Prynne, mot
phu nit tré dep bi budc phai mang mau tw “A” (viét tat cia Adultery nghia la ngoai tinh) mau do
tham théu trén nguc do suét doi vi bi khep vao toi ngoai tinh — mot toi ma bcfy gio sé bi tu hinh néu
khéng c6 yéu t6 khoan dung.

To1 phai ké Bridge nghe vé cudn sach nay moi1 dugc.

Gan nira dém toi mdi viét xong email nhung hanh lang van con 6n ao.
Hoc sinh 16p mudi mot va muoi hai duoc tu do kha nhiéu vi nguoi 16n cho
rang chung toi da di chin chin dé biét cach cu xtr. Nhung tdi lai ¢6 nhiing
nghi ngai vé1 ddm ban cung 16p. Cau ban ddi dién hanh lang da sép mot
kim tu thap bia cao ngat ngoai cira vi & Paris muoi sau tudi da duoc phép
ubng bia. Va dén mudi tam thi duoc dung vao ruou manh.

Khoéng biét khi dong ¥ cho toi dén day, me t6i c6 v kién gi vé viée t6i
dugc phap luat cho phép say xin khong nhi? Ba da kha ngac nhién khi ho dé
cap dén van dé bia bot & 16p K¥ ning séng va tdi di duoc nghe giang mot
bai dai vé tinh trach nhiém trong bita an t6i. Nhung t6i khong dinh say xin.
V6i t6i bia chang khac nao nudc tiéu.
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C6 vai ngudi 1am ban thoi gian & ban 18 tAn nhung chi mot nguoi song &
khu Quan Ly. Anh ta tén Nate, séng & ting mot, dang theo hoc 16p cao hoc
& mot truong nao dé6 quanh khu nay. At han TMOP d3 tra mot dong tién dé
anh ta song vdi ching toi.

Nate chi khoang hai muoi, thép bé, nhot nhat va dau cao troc 18c. Nghe
c6 vé la nhung anh ta that su cudn hat. Tuy nhé nhe va duong nhu 1a mau
nguoi biét lang nghe, nhung giong anh ta téa ra mui trach nhiém va thai do
ding-c6-do-tro-véi-toi. B me toi quy anh ta 1am. Anh ta cling dat mot to
“a0 mua” ¢ sat cira phong minh.

T6i ty hoi liéu hai cu nha t6i c6 thay cai té d6 khong.

Hoc sinh hai nim dau & mot ky tac x4 khac. Chung phai ¢ chung, cac
tang duoc chia theo gidi tinh va chiu sy kiém soat nghiém ngit. May bé do
cling phai chiu 1é€nh giéi nghi€ém con bon t61 thi khong. Chung t61 chi phai
ky vao mot to gidy mdi khi di vé vao budi tdi dé Nate biét chung toi van
song. Toi tin chac khong ai timg loi dung su canh gac “can mat” nay.

T6i i ach di ra hanh lang dé dung nha vé sinh va phai xép hang — du 1a
ntra dém van luén c6 mot hang & d6 — sau Amanda, dira da tin cong St.
Clair ¢ bita sang. N6 nhéch mép trudc cai quan bo bac mau va 4o thun
Orange Crush c6 dién cua ti.

To1 khong bi€t n6 song cung tang vo1 minh. Si€u chua.

Chiing t6i khong tro chuyén. Ngon tay toéi do dim hoa tiét hinh hoa trén
gidy dan tuong. Toa nha Lambert 1 mot sy pha tron dic biét giita nét tinh
té ctia Paris va tinh thuc dung cua thanh thiéu nién. Pén thuy tinh giup
khuén vién ky tic x4 toa sang ruc r& nhung bong dén huynh quang lai thap
thoang bén trong phong ngil. Nén nha 14t gd bong loang nhung lai trai tham
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cong nghi¢p. Hoa tuoi va dén ngu Tiffany lam hanh lang thém duyén dang
yéu ki€u, nhung ghé s6-pha lai cti mém con mat ban bi khac céc chir cai va
161 1€ tuc tiu.

“May la Brandon méi day a,” Amanda noi.

‘CSaO‘?’,

“Brandon. S6 hai muoi 1am. Nam ngoai cau ta bi dudi khoi truong; mot
giao vién da tim thay coca trong ba-10 cua ciu ta.” N6 nhin to1 va cau may.
“Du sao thi may tir dau den?” To1 biet nd muodn hoi diéu gi. N6 mudn biét
vi sao ho chon mot ngudi nhu té1 thé vao cho trong.

“Atlanta.”

“0,” n6 kéu 1én nhu thé da giai thich dugc su qué mua toan tip cua toi.
Khi that. Atlanta 1a mot trong nhimng thanh phd 16n nhat nudc My.

“May va St. Clair c6 vé kha hoa dong trong bita sang.”

“Um.” N6 bi t6i de doa?

“Tao s& chang nghi gi néu tao 1a may,” no tiép tuc. “Ngay ca khi mdy du
xinh dep dé cudp St. Clair khoi tay ban gai cdu ay. Bon ho chang bao gio

xa nhau dau.”

P6 1a mot 10i khen? Phai khong vay? Cai tro nhan nha cua né thuc su
1am than kinh t6i cing thang. (Thdn kinh toi.)

Amanda ra vé ngap dai. “Téc hay ddy.”
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T61 vo thirc sO toc minh. “Cam on. Ban tao da nhuém no déy.” Méi tuan
trudc Bridge vira thém mot lon day vao mai téc nau sam cua tbi. Binh
thuong t6i vén lon toc ra sau tai phai nhung toi nay toi cot dudi nguya.

“May thich n6 ha?” n6 hoéi. Dich ra la Tao trong no that gom.

T6i budng tay. “U’. Thich tao méi 1am chir.”

“Tao chang cot né nhu thé dau. Trong may gidng mot con chon héi vdy.”

“Chi it cau 4y ciing khong bdc mui nhur mot con chén.” Rashmi xuat hién
sau lung t6i. NO dén thim Meredith; t0i nghe 1dm bdm tiéng cta ho qua
vach tuong. “Nudc hoa thom 1am, Amanda. Lan sau dung nhiéu hon nhé.
Khong biét liéu & London ngudi ta c6 ngiri thdy may khong nhi?”

Amanda ham hé. “Mat kinh dep day.”

“Pd xin ma,” Rashmi ding dung nhung tdi thdy nd van stra lai kinh.
Mong tay n6 son cting mau xanh véi gong kinh. N6 quay sang toi. “Néu cau
can gi thi minh séng trén cdu hai ting, phong 601 nhé. Gip cau & bita
sang.”

Vay 1a n6 khong ghét t6i! Hodc ciing c6 thé nd ghét Amanda hon. Du sao
thi ti cling biét on va chao tam biét bong dang khuat dan cia nd. N6 vay
tay roi di 1én cdu thang trong luc Nate di xudng. Anh ta ling 1& va nhe
nhang tiép can ching toi.

“Ngu sém ha cac em?”

Amanda cudi ngot ngao. “Di nhién.”

“Tuyét. Ngay dau tot dep phai khéng Anna?”
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Cam giac moi ngudi ¢ ddy déu da biét tén minh that 1a ky la. “Um. Cam
on Nate.”

Anh ta git dau nhu thé cau toi vira noi dang dé suy ngam roi chic ngu
ngon va di vé phia dam con trai tu tap & cudi hanh lang.

“Tao ghét cai tro cua thang cha d6.” Amanda néi.

“Tro gi?”

“Tam tia chung ta. Dang 1a d6 khon.” Cira phong tim mo ra, mot bd toc
d6 nho bé vong qua Amanda dang trong tu thé ciia mot Nit Hoang Ngudng
Cira. Con bé nay chic han 1a hoc sinh 16p mudi mot vi toi khong thay nod &
16p Ngit van nang cao. “Chua o1, may bi xiu trong d6 ha?” Amanda hoi.
Lan da nhot nhat cua con bé lién ting hong.

“Em 4y vura dung nha v¢ sinh ma,” to1 noi.

Amanda budc 1én nén gach, d6i dép 1é mau tim bi bach vd vao got chan.
N6 sap ctra. “Trong tao c6 vé quan tam that ha? Chon Ho6i?”

Mot tuan nhap hoc va t61 da nga mii chao Nén Gido Duc Quéc Té Tuyét
Hao.
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Gido trinh ctia Gido su Cole khong c6 Shakespeare va Steinbeck nhu
thuong 16 ma tap trung vao cac tac pham vin hoc dich. Mdi budi sang, ¢o t6
chirc thao luan vé Nhw nude cho sé-cé-la nhu thé ching t61 mé cau lac bo
doc sach chir khong phai 16p hoc bd budc chan om.

Vay nén mon Ngit van rat dinh.

Thé nhung Gido su Gillet day tiéng Phap thi rd rang bi mu chit. Twa sach
gido khoa cuia bon t6i dé ranh ranh 1a Tiéng Phdp bdc mét, nhung co van
khang khing chi st dung tiéng Phap. C6 goi tdi ca ta lan trong mot budi
hoc. Khong bao gio toi biét cau tra 1oi.

Dave goi c6 1a N&t Pao Phu. Nghe ma1 hay lam sao.

Vi da tung hoc 16p nay nén cau ta cling c6 vé c6 ich du td61 khong dam
trong cay vao mot nguoi tung thi rot. Dave cd mai toc bu xu, 61 moi hoi
tré ra cung lan da rAm nang 1dm tim tan nhang. Nhiéu dta con gii cam
nang cdu ta. Dave ciing chung 16p Lich st v6i toi. T6i hoc cung i hoc sinh
nim dudi vi bon cudi cap lai hoc mén Chinh quyén — mén Ay t6i da hoc roi.
Thé nén t6i ngdi gitta Dave va Josh.

Josh kin tiéng va dé dat trong 16p, nhung khi ra ngoai 6c hai hudc cia
cau ta chéng kém gi St. Clair. Thao nao ho lai than nhau dén thé. Meredith
bao bon ho than twong hoéa dbi phuong, Josh vi sy quyén rii bam sinh cua
St. Clair con St. Clair vi tai hoa dang gom cta Josh. T6i hiém khi thdy Josh
roi xa bat 1ong hay so tay phac hoa. Tac pham cua cdu ta that kho tin —
nhirng nét v& manh mé& nhung lai ti mi dén timg chi tiét — va ngodn tay cdu ta
luén 14m lem muyc.

Nhung diém dang cha y nhat trong nén gidao duc méi cua t6i lai xdy ra

bén ngoai 16p hoc. N6 chua bao gior duoc dé cap dén trong nhitng cudn sach
bong ludng. Do 1a: hoc ndi tru cling gidbng nhu song trong mot ngdi truong
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trung hoc. T6i khong thé thoat khoi nd, ngay ca khi téi ndm trén giuvong, 16
tai xap xinh nhac pop, nén nim dam 1én mdy giat hay say xin mua may trén
cau thang. Du Meredith tuyén b6 cam giac d6 s& tréi qua mot khi sy méi mé
101 bo bon 16p dudi, nhung t6i cling khong mong doi gi nhiéu.

Tuy nhién.

Téi thir sau da dén va toa nha Lambert trd nén tréng vang. Bon cung 16p
t6i 6 at di bar, 1an dau tién to6i duoc tan huong su binh yén. Néu nhim mét
t6i gan nhu c6 thé tin minh di vé nha. Ngoai trir giai diéu opera kia. Co ca
sT cit cao giong hat hau nhu mdi dém ¢ nha hang bén kia con phd. So voi
giong hat thudc hang khing thi ¢6 nhé nhin mot cach dang ngac nhién. Véi
d6i 16ng may duoc cao va vé lai bang but chi, co trong gidng mot vai phu
trong phim Rocky Horror!'.

[1] The Rocky Horror Picture Show: mét bo phim ca nhac hai kinh di do Anh san xudt nam 1975.

Bridge goi dén trong lac toi dang xem Rushmore trén chiéc givong don
mém mai. Mot bo phim cua Wes Anderson. Wes that tuy¢t, mdt tac gia chan
chinh tham gia vao moi khau ctua qua trinh lam phim v&1 mot phong cach
riéng da thanh thuong hiéu trén timg khuén hinh — sau sic, lit 1éo, day bat
ngd va bi hiém. Rushmore 1a mot trong nhimg phim yéu thich cta toi. No
néi vé mot chang trai tén Max Fischer bj 4m anh v&i ngdi truong tu thuc
(cuing nhiéu thir khac) da téng c6 anh. Doi t6i sé ra sao néu toi ciing mé
TMOP nhu Max ting mé Hoc vién Rushmore nhi? Chic dau tién toi s&
khong con 1¢ loi nam trong cin phong nay ma boi kem tri mun day mit nira.

...............

Bridge da khong gianh dugc vi tri trudng nhém. That ddng han vi ai
cling biét n6 1a tay choi trong ctr khoi nhat truong. Ong thay hudéng dan bo
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g0 da giao vai tro do6 cho Kevin Quiggley — 6ng ta nghi cac chang trai trong
dan tréng s& khong ton trong Bridge nhu mot truéng nhom vi nd 14 con gai.

Gio bon ho duge nhu . Khén kiép.

Bridge ghét ban nhac, ghét ong thay hudéng din va ghét luon Kevin —
mot dura dang khinh véi céi t61 by chang. “Ct do1 di,” t61 ndi. “Sém mudn
gi cdu ciing sé ké nghiép dugc Meg White hay Sheila E. va Kevin Quiggley
s& khoac lac vé chuyén hoi xwa né biét cdu ra sao. Roi khi nd tim gip cau
sau mot budi dién 1ém, mong duogc cau ddi xir dic biét va cho n6é duoc ra
vao hau trudng, cdu sé thung thang di qua né ma khong thém liéc lai.”

T6i nghe thay tiéng cudi mét moi trong giong Bridge. “Sao cau lai bo di
ha Chuoi??”

[2] Tén ddy dii ciia Anna la Anna Oliphant, phat am gan giong véi Banana Elephant — Chudi Voi.
“Vi bo té b1 do hot ma.”
“R0O nhu ban ngay r61.”

Hai dira t6i ndu chao dién thoai dén ba gio sang nén mai dau gid chicu
hom sau tdi méi thirc gidc. Toi cudng cudng mac quan 4o trude khi nha an
dong ctra. N6 chi m¢ cho bira sang mudn vao thir bay va chu nhat. Khong
khi that vang vé khi toi dén, nhung Rashmi, Josh va St. Clair van ngdi & ban
nhu ngay thuong.

Ap luc phai goi mén xuét hién. Bon no tréu ti sudt tuan nay vi toi lang
tranh goi mén can phai goi. DU da vién nhiing ¢& nhu “minh di tng thit bo”,
“khong thir gi ngon hon banh mi” hay “banh bao Y dugc danh gia qué cao”,
nhung t6i khong thé ctr tron tranh mai. Ong Boutin lai dang diéu hanh quay
thirc an. T6i cam khay dén, hit mot hoi sau.
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“Bonjour, da... sup? Sopa? S’il vous plait?”

“Xin chdo” va “cam phién”. To6i d hoc nhiing tir 1& phép trudc véi hy
vong ngudi Phap sé tha thir cho toi vi dd bdm vam phan ngdn ngit my miéu
con lai cua hg. Toi chi vao mot thung sip do cam. Hinh nhu la stp bi ro.
Mui huong 14 la tya x6 thom va mua thu. Pang 1a dau thang chin, tiét troi
van con 4m ap. Bao gio mua thu gd cira Paris nhi?

“Al Soupe,” 6ng On ton sua lai.

“Dung, soupe. Y chau 1a, oui. Oui!” Hai ma to61 nong ran. “Va, a, um...
salad ga dau que?”

Ong Boutin bat cuoi. Tiéng cudi dé chiu bac i ctia Ong gia Noel. “Ga va
dau que Phap, oui. Chau co thé noi tiéng An véi t6i. Toi hiéu khd tot.”

Mit t6i cang d6 hon. Di nhién ong c6 thé noi tiéng Anh trong mot ngdi
truong cta ngudi My, thé ma t6i di dwa dAm vao nhitng qua 1& va banh mi
ngd ngan sudt nim ngdy qua. Ong dua t6i mot t6 sup va mot dia salad ga
nhd, thirc an ndéng s6t khién bao tir tdi con cao.

“Merci,” t61 no1.

“De rien. Khong c6 chi. Toi hy vong chau khong con bo bita dé tranh

mat toi nita!” Ong dit tay 1én nguc nhu thé dang budn ba. Toi cuoi va lic
dau noi khong. Minh c6 thé lam duoc chuyén nay. Minh c6 thé lam duoc

chuyén nay. Minh c6 thé...

“CUNG KHONG QUA KHO PHAI KHONG ANNA?” St. Clair rng
1én tir ding xa.
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T6i xoay lai va doc nguoc ngoén tay, thAm mong 6ng Boutin khong nhin
thdy. St. Clair cudi dép lai va ném cho t6i phién ban Anh ctia ctr chi chién
thang voi hai ngén tay gio thanh hinh chit V. Ong Boutin vui vé cam ram
sau lung to1. To1 tra tién bira dn va dén ngéi canh St. Clair. “Cam on cau.
Minh vira quén mét cach gio ngén tay thdi. Lan sau minh s& khong nham

29

nua.

“RAt han hanh. Ludn vui vé chi bao ciu.” Ciu ta mic lai trang phuc hom
qua, quan bd va 4o thun in hinh Napoleon. Téi dd hoi va St. Clair bao
Napoleon la anh hung trong long cau. “Khong phai vi 6ng ta 1a mgt nguoi
tir té. Ong ta 1a mot tén ngde. Nhung 14 mot tén ngde lun tit gidng minh.”

T6i tu hoi co phai cdu ta d3 ngli & chd Ellie nén mdi khong thay quan 4o
hay khong. Cau ta di tau dién dén trudng chi ta moi dém va ho dao choi &
do.

“Cau bict day, Anna,” Rashmi noi. “Hau hét nguoi dan Paris déu hiéu
dugc tieng Anh. Cau khong can ngai ngung vay dau.”

Um. Cam on vi gio mai khai sang cho minh.

Josh vong hai tay ra sau dau va nga ra ghé. Ong tay 4o xan 1én dé 10 hinh
xam dau 1au xuong chéo & bap tay phai. Tir nét myc t6i c6 thé néi do 1a tac
pham cua cdu. Muyc den tuong phan véi mau da tring xanh. Mot hinh xdm
tuyét voi du c6 phan 16 bich trén canh tay dai ngoang gy gudc cua chu
nhan nd. “That day,” Josh néi. “Em chi noéi mot tiéng va ngudi ta hiéu
luén.”

“Em s€ chang khoac lac vé chuyén d6 dau.” Rashmi nhan mii va Josh
rudn nguoi hon co.

“Chua o1, lai nira r61.” St. Clair cao dau va ngoanh mat di.
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“Ho ludn vi va thé nay a?” Toi ha giong hoi.
“Khong. Nam ngoai con té hon.”

“Trdi. Ho bén nhau 14u r6i ha?”

“O, tir mua déng nam ngoai thi phai.”

“Ciling lau do6 chu.”

Céau nhun vai va t61 dau tranh tu tuéong xem minh c6 mudn biét dap an
cau hoi ké tiép khong. C6 18 khong, nhung t6i van hoi. “Cau va Ellie hen ho
bao lau r61?”

St. Clair ngdm nghi mét lac. “Co 18 khoang mot nam.” Cau ta nhép mot
ngum ca phé — moi ngudi & day déu udng ca phé — roi dat tach xudng ban
vo1 mot tiéng COP khién Rashmi va Josh giat ban. “O, minh xin 16i,” cu ta
no6i. “C6 phién hai ngudi khong?”

Cau ta quay sang t6i va gidn dit m& to cip mét niu sam. Toi nin tho.
Ngay ca khi dang buc minh thi cdu van dién trai. Khong thé so sanh cdu véi
Toph. St. Clair 1a mét loai quyén i khéc, mot chung loai hoan toan khac.

“Po1 chu dé di.” Cau ta chi ngon tay vao toi. “Minh da nghi nhitng co
nang mién Nam s€ no6i giong mién Nam co day.”

T6i lac dau, “Chi khi ndo minh néi chuyén véi me minh thoéi. N6 s& boc
phat vi me minh ciing néi giong d6. Hau hét ngudi dan Atlanta khong noi
giong dia phuong. Noi d6 dugce d6 thi hoa hét roi. Du vay nhiéu ngudi van
no6i chuyén kha la chg bua.” To6i1 hai hudc noéi thém.
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“Hiéu ca dzbi,” cdu ta dap bang thtr giong Anh nha nhan.
To61 phun thtr xip mau cam qua bén kia ban. St. Clair cudi ha ha va to1
cling cuodi theo, bung dau thit. Cau ta dua khin an dé toi lau cam. “Hiéu.

Ca. Dz6i.” Cau ta nghiém trang lap lai.

To1 ho su syu. “Lam on dung bao gio bd cach né1 dé nhé. Chiu...” Toi
hon hén. “Khong noi luon.”

“Pang 1& cau dimg noi vay. Gio minh phai dé danh né vao nhiing dip dic
biét.”

“Sinh nhat minh 13 thang hai day.” Giong t6i trd nén khan dic. “Pung ¢
quén.”

“Sinh nhat minh 14 hom qua day,” St. Clair noi.
“Khong phai chtr.”

“That ma.” Cau ta nhoén ldy phan con lai ciia bita 4n tung toe trén mait
ban. T6i c¢b dung khan an dé lau di nhung cau ta gat tay toi ra.

“That d6.” Josh noéi. “Anh ban, em quén khuéy di mat. Sinh nhat mudn
vui veé.”

“Hom qua khong phai ngay sinh that su cua cau phai khong? Pang 1€ cau
phai n61 gi do chu?”

“Minh nghiém tic ma. Hom qua 1a sinh nhat tht mudi tdm ctia minh.”

Cau nhan vai va ném khan an 1€n chiéc khay trong. “Nha minh khong
chudng banh kem va mii chiic mung cho lam.”
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“Nhung cau phai c6 banh vao ngay sinh nhat,” t61 néi. “Do6 1a nguyén
tac. Thé moi tuyét cha
saol*’ ma me, Bridge va toi di lam cho Seany hé vira roi. Cai banh hinh dau

"7

To61 nhé dén chiéc banh Chién tranh gitra cac vi

Yoda mau vang chanh. Bridge con mua keo bong dé lam 1ong tai cho cai
banh.

[3] Tén tiéng Anh: Star Wars la loat phim khoa hoc vién twong rdt néi tiéng cia My gom 6 phan,
dwoc hang 20" New Century cho ra mdt lan dau tién vao nam 1977. Tinh dén nam 2008, tong doanh
thu ciia 6 phan dat 4,41 ty USD ditng thir 3 trong loat phim ¢é doanh thu cao nhat chi sau Harry
Potter va James Bond.

“P4y chinh 1a Iy do minh khong bao gio nhac chuyén d6.”

“Nhung t6i qua cdu da lam gi d6 dic biét phai khong? Y minh 1a Ellie da
dua cau ra ngoai phai khong?”

St. Clair cAm tach ca phé va dit xubng ban ma khong udng. “Sinh nhat
cua minh ciing chi 1a mot ngay binh thudng thé1 ma. Minh hai long véi nd.

Minh khéng can banh.”

“DPuogc thoi. Pugc tho1.” Toi gio tay chiu thua. “Minh s€ khong chic cau
sinh nhat vui vé nira. Hay tham chi thir squ vui vé.”

“0O, cau c6 thé chuc minh thir squ vui vé.” Cau ta lai cuoi. “Minh khong
phan do1 cac ngay thir sau dau.”

“Nhac dén méi nhd,” Rashmi noi véi to1, “sao to1 qua cau khong di choi
v6i1 bon nay?”

“Minh d3 c6 ké hoach. V&i ban minh. Bridgette.”

Ca ba nguoi cuing tron mat doi t6i giai thich thém.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Keé hoach trén dién thoai.”

“Nhung tuan nay cau da ra ngoai a?” St. Clair hoi. “Cau thuc su da roi
khuén vién truong roi sao?”

“Chac chan rdi.” Vi toi da dén nhitng khu khéc trong truong.
St. Clair nhudng may. “Cau xao qua.”

“Pé em lam rd vu nay.” Josh chip hai ban tay vao nhau trong tu thé cau
nguyén. Ngon tay cu ta ciing thanh manh va c6 mét vét muc den trén ngdn
trd. “Chi di & Paris sudt tudn va van chua ra ngoai ngam nhin thanh phé
nay? Hay mot phan thanh phd?”

“Chij da di cung bé me vao cudi tuan trudc. Chi da nhin thiy thap Eiffel
roi.” T xa.

“Véi bd me cdu, qua tuyét. Cé ké hoach gi cho tdi nay chua?” St. Clair
hoi. “Giat giii phai khong? Hay 1a co rira phong tam?”

“Nay. Coi thuong nhau ha?”

Rashmi cau may. “Cau dinh ldy gi ma an? Nha an dong ctra rdi con
dau?” Sy quan tim Rash khién t6i xtic dong, nhung t6i dé y né khong moi
t6i 4n cing nd va Josh. Noi thé khong phai téi mudn di choi véi ho. Toi da
du dinh sé& can quét may ban hang tu dong cia ky tac xa. Khong nhiéu nhin
gi, nhung t6i s& thu xép dugc.

“Minh ciing nghi nhu thé.” St. Clair néi khi khong thay toi dap lai. Cau
ta 1ac dau. Mai toc nau bu xi hom nay c6 vai lon xoan. No¢ that su rat hat
hén. Néu c6 cude thi Olympic cho toc thi St. Clair chic chian s& am giai.
Mudi diém tron. Huy chuong vang.
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To1 nhun vai. “Chi mé1 mgt tuan. Khong phai chuyén 16n ma.”

“Piém lai van dé mot lan nira nao,” Josh néi. “Pay 1a ky nghi cudi tuan
xa nha dau tién cua chi?”

“Dung vay.”

“Ky nghi cu6i tuan dau tién khong c6 sy giam sat cua bo me?”

“Dung ludn.”

“Ky nghi cudi tuan dau tién khong c6 su giam sat cua bd me o Paris? Va
chi muon tron trong phong? Mot minh?” Cau ta va Rashmi trao nhau nhiing
cai liéc mat thuong hai. Toi dua mat cau ctru St. Clair nhung cdu chi nhin

dam dam to1 vo1 cai dau nghiéng qua mot bén.

“Sao nao?” Toi cau kinh héi. “Xup trén cam hay dau que gitra k€ rang
minh thé?”

St. Clair mim cuoi. “Minh thich lon toc ctua cau,” cau ta no1 ro1 khé cham
toc to1. “Toc cau that hoan hao.”

Nhitng con ngudi cua tiée ting da rdi ky tac xa. Toi nhai tréu trao may
thr banh trai tir may ban hang ty dong va cip nhat trang web ctia minh. Dén
gid t6i da thir mot thanh sd-c6-la Bounty giéng hét Mounds mot tai man va
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may chiéc banh bong lan hinh so. Tat ca lam co toi khat chay va day luong
duong trong mau t61 1én muirc bao dong.

Khéng c¢6 phim nao méi dé viét binh luan cho Femme Film Freak (vi toi
da bi tach khoi tht t6t dep, tinh khiét va tuyét voi ctia nudc M§: rap chiéu
phim), t6i danh nghich ngom véi viéc bay tri web. Tao mot biéu ngir moi.
Stra lai nhitng bai binh lun cii. Ti 46 Bridge giri email cho toi:

Té vira di xem phim véi Matt va Cherrie M (hdo nhodng) toi qua. Va
doan di? Toph da hoi vé cdu dd'y!!! T6 bao cdu khoe re NHUNG cdu THAT
SU mong dgi chuyén vé tham nha vao thang muwoi hai. T6 nghi cdu ta da
nhan dwoc goi y. Bon to noi vé ban nhac cia cdu ta vai phut (di nhién van
khéng c6 budi trinh dién ndo) nhwng Matt cir nhdn nhé mdi nén ca bon phdi
di. Cdu biét cdu ta nghi gi vé Toph ma. A! Cherrie cé gang 16i kéo ca bon di
xem tac phdm bon rit nuwde mat méi nhat ciia bo cdu. TO BIET MA.

Cau xau xa lam. Vé nha di.
Bridge

Hado nhodng. C6 vé hap din nhung ré tién va gia tao. Pting lim! Cherrie
1a vy ma. T6i chi mong Bridge dimg néi nhu t6i tuyét vong lam du toi
dang mon méi doi Toph viét thu. Va t6i khong thé tin Matt van giir thai do
v6i Toph khi bon toi di duong ai nay di. Moi ngudi déu thich Toph. Thinh
thoang cu ta 1am phién cdp quan 1y bdi cdu hay quén lich 1am viéc va goi
dién xin nghi bénh.

To1 doc lai email cua con ban, thép thom hy vong s€ nhin théy nhiing cau
nhu 13 Toph néi yéu cdu dién cuong va sé doi cdu mdi mai. Chang c6 may
man ndo xuat hién, t6i danh xem qua bang tin nhin yéu thich dé biét nguoi
ta dang noi gi vé bo phim méi ctia bd. Nhan xét danh cho Quyét dinh khong
t6t 1am bat chip viéc no dang can quét phong vé. Mot thanh vién thuong
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trye, clockworkorange88, noi thé nay: BS phim gi ma nhdm nhi nhé nhang.
Nham nhi nham nho. Nhw chuyén toi-chay-ca-dam-dwong-giita-thang-bay-
VGi-cdi-quan-da-dai vay.

Nghe c6 vé dung.

©STENT: http://www.luv-ebook.com

Chén nan, t6i quyét dinh tim kiém thong tin vé cubn Nhw nudc cho sé-
c6-la @& dam bao minh khong boé qua bat ky goc nhin nao trude khi viét bai
tiéu luan. Hai tudn nita m&i dén han ndp nhung t6i dang c6 du da thoi gian
trong tay. Nhu tron dém nay.

Tach tach tach. Khong c6 gi thu vi. Khi t6i sap kiém tra lai hop thu thi
doan vin nay nhay ra tir man hinh: Xuyén sudt tac phdam, sirc néng la biéu
twong cho néi khao khat thé xdc. Tita cé thé kiém sodt sirc nong trong cdn
bép ciia c6, nhung ngon lira bén trong chinh co thé cé6 méi la mét sirc manh
co kha nang huy diét.

“Anna 0i?” Ai d6 g cira lam toi giat ban ngudi.

Khong. Khong phai ai do. Ma 1a St. Clair.

T6i dang mac chiéc 4o thun Mayfield Diary cii voi logo hinh bo vang
nau va quan ngd mau hong in hinh nhitng qua dau khong 10.

To1 con khong ca mac 4o nguec.
“Anna, minh biét cau & trong d6. Minh c6 thé thay anh deén cua cau.”

“Do1 mot chut!” Toéi budt mi¢ng. “Minh ra ngay.” Toi chop lay chiéc 4o
trum dau mau den va kéo khoa che di cai mat bo trudc khi mé ctra. “Chao,
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xin 16i nha. Vao di.”

T6i mé rong ctra nhung St. Clair ding d6 mot lic nhin t6i chim cham.
To1 khong thé doc duoc biéu hién trén mit ciu. Roi St. Clair nhoén migng
cuo1 gian va budc qua toi.

“Dau dep.”

“Im d1.”

“Khong, that long d6. Dé thuong ma.”

Cho du y cau khong phai kiéu “cau dé& thwong dén mirc minh-mudn-bo-
ban—géi-vé-bét-dﬁu—h@n—h(‘)-V(’)’i-ceiu”, nhung trong to1 chot bung 1én mot xic
cam khé goi thanh tén. La thr “sttc manh c6 kha nang huy diét” da duoc
Tita de la Garza thudc nam long. St. Clair dimg ¢ giita phong, hai tay lua
qua toc, 4o thun vén 1én 16 mot khoanh bung tran.

Xeo! Ngon Itra trong t61 bung chay.

“Phong cau that la... 0... sach s€,” St. Clair noi.

Phut. Tia lta tat ngGm.

“Vay ha?” T6i biét phong minh ngin nip, nhung t6i van chua mua d6
chui ctra s6. Nguoi nao lau ctra s6 cia toi lan trude han 1a khong biét gi vé
viéc su dung Windex. Mé4u chét 1a chi xit mdi 1an mot it. Hau hét nguoi
dung déu xit qua nhiéu khién né bam day cac goc va cang kho lau kho ma

khong dé lai dau vét phia sau...

“U. Mot cach dang ngai.”
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Cau tho than xung quanh, nhat nhanh dd dac va xem xét ching giéng hét
t61 khi & phong Meredith. Cau kiém tra bd suu tip tuong chudi va voi xép
san sat trong cai ti nho cua tdi. Cam 1én mot con voi thily tinh, cdu nhudng
may do hoi.

“Biét danh ctia minh day.”

“Voi? Cau lac dau. “Xin 18i, minh chua hiéu.”

“Anna Oliphant. Chuéi Voi. Ban minh suu tim nhitng c4i do cho minh,
con minh suu tdm cau d6 choi va banh sandwich cho ban éy. Ban minh tén
la Bridgette Saunderwick!'),” t61 n61 thém.

[1] Phét am gan giong véi Bridge (cau) Sandwich (banh sandwich).

St. Clair dit con voi thuy tinh xudng va nhan nha dén gan ban hoc cua
to1. “Vay ai cling goi cau la Voi1?”

“Chudi Voi. Va khong. Khong phai ai ciing duge goi minh nhu vay.”

“Minh xin 16i.” cau néi. “Nhung khong phai vi biét danh cua cau dau.”

“Ha? Cai gi?”

“Cau dang chinh lai moi thr minh dat Xuéng.” St. Clair hat dau vé phia
hai ban tay dang x& dich con voi cua t6i. “DPi1 vao va s6 mo dd dac cua cau

thé nay that khong lich su chut nao.”

«“Q, khong sao c4,” to1 nhanh nhau bo tay khoi buc tugng. “Cau co thé so
mo vao bat ctr thir gi ctia minh tuy thich.”
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Cau siing so. Anh nhin budn cudi quét qua mit cau trude khi toi kip
nhén ra minh d3 15 101. Toi khong c6 ¥ nhu thé.

Ma nhu #é ciing khong phai chuyén x4u.

Nhung t6i thich Toph va St. Clair d& c6 ban gai. Néu tinh hinh c6 thay
d6i thi van phai tinh dén Mer. T6i s& khong bao gio gianh giat véi né sau
nhimng tinh cam tot dep né danh cho t6i trong ngay dau tién. Ca ngay thir
hai. Va moi ngay trong tuan nay.

Bén canh do, St. Clair chi 1a mgt anh chang c6 suc thu hut. Khong co gi
dang dé xoan xit nhu vay. Y toi 1a, dudong phd chau Au day ap trai dep,
ding khong? Nhirng anh chang sanh di¢u, toc tai gon gang va ao khoac hop
thoi. Noi thé khong c6 nghia t6i dd gip ai d6 tuwong doi dién trai nhu
Etienne St. Clair day. Nhung rdi sé co.

Cau ngoanh mat di. To1 dang tudng tugng hay that sy cau dang nguong
nghiu vay? Ma tai sao cdu lai phai nguong nghiu? T61 méi 1a dia dai mom
co ma?

“Ban trai cau d6 ha?” St. Clair chi vao man hinh laptop cua to6i, birc anh
dua nghich cua t6i va dam doéng nghiép. N6 duoc chup trude dém dién ra
budi cong chiéu bd phim dugce chuyén thé tir cudn tiéu thuyét ky o mai
nhat. Hau hét bon t6i déu an mic nhu yéu tinh hodc phu thay. “Ngudi nhim
mat lai 4y?”

“CAI GI?” Cau nghi t6i hen ho v6i mot g giéng Hercules? Hercules 1a
tro 1y giam déc. Anh ta gia hon t6i mudi tudi va Hercules dung 13 tén cung
com ctia anh ta. Tuy dé mén va biét vé phim kinh di Nhat Ban nhiéu hon

bat ky ai, nhung anh ta lai c0t toc dudi ngua.

Téc dudi ngwa ddy nhé.
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“Anna, minh no1 dua day. Nguoi nay co. Téc mai dai.” Cau chi Toph — ly
do dé t6i yéu quy buc anh nay. BPau chum vao nhau, ching t6i cung cudi
tum tim nhu thé dang chia s€ mdt cau ndi1 dua riéng tu nao do.

“0. O... khong. Khong han. Toph suyt 1a ban trai minh. Minh chuyén di
trude khi...” Té1i nghen ngao. “Trudc khi chuyén di xa hon.”

St. Clair khong dap lai. Sau mot lac im lang lung tung, cau dut tay vao
ti va nhan nhay. “Dap Gmg tat ca.”

“Ha?” T6i giat minh.

“Tout Pourvoir.” St. Clair hat dau vé phia chiéc gdi trén giudng. Dong
chit dugc théu trén hinh mot con ky 1an. N6 14 qua cta 6ng ba toi, cau khau
hiéu va hinh dau 4y 1a cta gia toc Oliphant. Ngdy xua, ong toi dén My dé
cudi ba t6i nhung vin nhé vé xtr Scot. Ong ludén mua cho Seany va toi
nhimng thtr dugc trang tri bang vai ké 6 vudng cua gia toc (hai mau xanh 14,
xanh duong xem k& gitta nhitng duong soc trang den). Vi du nhu ga trai
giuong cua toi.

“U, minh biét ¥ nghia ctia n6. Nhung sao cau biét?”

“Tout Pourvoir — dép itng tat ca. Tiéng Phap ma.”

Troi oi. Khau hiéu gia toc Oliphant, duoc khic vao dau toi tir luc con dm
ngura, hoa ra lai bat nguon tir tiéng PHAP ma t6i khong hé hay biét! Cam on
ong ndi. Nhu thé trong t6i van chua du ngd ngan vay. Lam sao toi biét cau

khau hiéu cua ngudi Scot lai viét bang tiéng Phap co chtr? Toi ¢t nghi ho
ghét nudc Phap. Hay chi nguoi Anh mdéi ghét ngudi Phap thoi?
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Hir, t6i khong biét. T6i ludn nghi no 1a tiéng Latin hay mot thir ngdn ngir
da tuyét tich nao do.

“Em trai cau day ha?” St. Clair chi vao birc anh to1 vura treo trén giuong.
Seany dang cuoi toe toét trudec ong kinh, tay thang bé chi vao con rua phuc
vu nghién ctru cua me téi con con rua thi nghén c6 chyc ngoam lay ngon
tay thang bé. Me t61 dang thuc hién dé tai nghién ctiru vé thoi quen sinh san
cua loai rua nudc ngot va ba dén tham dan rua & song Chattahoochee vai
lan moi thang. Seany thich di ciing me trong khi toi hai 1ong véi su an toan
cuia mai am gia dinh. Loai rua nudc ngot von rat doc dc.

“U. N0 la Sean.”

“Chut Ireland trong mot gia dinh c6 ga trai givong ké 6 vuong.”

To61 mim cuoi. “Cling kha cam go day. Me minh thi thich nhung 6ng ndi
minh da chét lang khi nghe dén cai tén d6. Ong ludn mudn do1 thanh
Malcolm, Ewan hodc Dougal.”

St. Clair bat cuoi. “N6 may tuoi 161?”

“Bay. No dang hoc 16p hai.”

“Khoéang cach tuoi kha 16n nhi.”

“O, thang nhoc 1a mot sy ¢6 hodc no luc cudi cung cia bo me minh dé
ctru van cugc hon nhan dang ran nit. Minh chang bao gio du can dam deé
hoéi céi nao dung.”

Cha cha. T61 khong tin minh vira phun ra chuyén do.

St. Clair ngdi xudéng mép giwong. “Bo me cau ly di r61 a?”
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To1 nhich dén ghé ngdi vi khong thé ngdi cung cau trén givong. Co 1€
khi da quen vdéi su hién di¢n cua cau, to1 cé thé thur tréo 1€n céai givong kia.
Nhung hién gi¢ van chura. “Um. Bo minh bo di sau thang sau khi Sean chao

Noer 9

doi.
“Minh rat tiéc.” To6i nghi cau néi that. “B6 me minh ciing dang ly than.”
T6i rung minh va khoanh tay lai. “Minh ciing rat tiéc. Té nhi.”
“Khong sao dau. B4 minh chang tur té gi.”

“B6 minh cling vay. B6 da bo me con minh khi Seany van con qua bé.
Chuyén minh mac ket ¢ Paris nay cling la 161 cia bé minh.”

“Minh biét.”
Cau biét?

“Mer da ké minh nghe. Nhung minh cam doan v&i cau bo minh con xau
xa hon. Xui xéo 1a Oong ta & Paris con me minh thi 1€ loi don doc cach day
hang ngan dam.”

“B6 cau song ¢ day?” T6i ngac nhién. Toi biét bd St. Clair & Phap nhung
khong thé tudng tuong c6 ai d6 lai ném con vao trudng ndi tra khi ho séng

cung thanh phd. Khong hop 1y chut nao.

“Ong ta s& hitu mot phong trién 1am tranh & day va mot cai nlra &
London nén di di vé vé gitra hai noi.”

“Cau thuong gap bd khong?”
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“Khong bao gid, néu minh duoc chon.” St. Clair tré nén cam phin va toi
chot nhan ra minh khong biét Iy do cau ghé qua. Toi ctir no1 subt.

“Minh chua n6i ha?” St. Clair thang lung. “O. O, minh biét néu khong ai
dén va 16i ciu ra ngoai thi cau s€ chéng chiu di dau ca. Vi vay ching ta s€ di
choi1.”

Céam gidc bon chon nén nao dén ky la cao x¢é da day t6i. “Toi nay a?”
“To1 nay.”
“Ua.” T6i ngap nging. “Nhung con Ellie?”

Cau nga lung nam dai trén giuong t61. “Ke€ hoach cuia bon minh tan thanh
may khoi ro1.” Cau xua tay ra chi€u ngén t61 héi han thém.

To1 chi vao chiéc quan ngu. “Minh khong chuan bi dé ra ngoai.”

“Théi ndo, Anna. That sy chung ta phai trai qua chuyén ndy lan nita
sao?”

T6i nghi ngai nhin St. Clair va cai goi ky 1an bay vao dau t6i. Toi ném no
lai va cau cudi toe toét, tudt khoi givdng roi dung toan lyc phang né vao vai
t61. Toi tom 14y cai gdi nhung bj truot va cau lai danh tring t6i trude khi toi
kip chdp léy no. St. Clair cang cuoi 16n, t61 nén vao lung cau. Cau cd tra
miéng nhung t6i khdng ché duoc va ching t6i vat nhau cho dén luc cau
budng ra. Toi ngd ra giudng, choang vang, mo hoi nhé nhai.

St. Clair buong minh xudng canh t6i, thd don dap. Cu nam qua gan dén
ndi téc co vao mit tdi. Canh tay chung toi suyt cham vao nhau. Suyt thoi.
T6i ¢b thd ra, nhung khong con biét cach hit thd cho dung nita. Toi chot
nhd ra minh khong mac 4o nguec.
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T6i diéng nguoi.

“Duoc r6i.” Cau hon hén. “Pay 18” — phi pho phi pho — “ké hoach.”

T6i khong mudn c6 cam giac nay khi & gan St. Clair. Téi mudn cam thay
binh thuong. Téi mudn 1am ban ciu, chir khong phai mot ¢6 nang ngu ngde
to tudng nhitng chuyén khong bao gio xay ra. Téi budc minh dung day. Toc

r01 bu vi cudc chién goi, to1 bén lay mdt sg1 thun trong ti va ¢t no lai.

“Mac mot chi€c quan dai ti t€,” St. Clair ndi, “va minh s€ cho cau thay

Paris.”

“Vay ha? Ké hoach 1a vay d6 ha?”

“Thi thé.”

“Cha cha. ‘Thi thé.” Tuyét lam.”

St. Clair cau nhau va quing goi vao t6i. Dién thoai cia toi chot do
chudng. Chic 1a me t6i, téi ndo me toi ciing goi. Toi lay dién thoai trén ban

va dinh tit chudng thi tén ngudi goi 16e sang. Tim t6i ngirng dép.

Toph.

“Cau dang doi mil noil'l ha?” Pé 1a cach Toph chao hoi toi.
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[1] Mii néi (mii beret): La mét san pham déc trung cia thoi trang Phdp, la dang mii tron, thieong

lam bcfng len, ni, dét kim hodc da mém dé déi dau.

Toi lién cuoi gion gia. Cau ta da goi! Toph da goi!

“Van chua.” T61 di qua di lai trong can phong bé teo cia minh. “Nhung
minh c6 thé mua cho cau mot cai néu cau thich. Théu tén ciu 1én do va cau

c6 thé d6i no thay cho phu hiéu.”

“Minh s& trong rat oach vd1 mét cai mii n61.” Giong Toph xen lan tiéng
cuol.

“Khong ai do1 mil nd1 ma trong oach ca. Ngay ca vaoi cau.”

St. Clair van nam trén giuong, ngang dau quan sat toi. Toi mim cudi va
chi vao buirc anh trong may tinh xach tay. Toph, t61 néi khong ra tiéng.

St. Clair 1ic dau.
Toc mai dai.
A, céu thi thao.

“Hém qua em cu dén choi.” Toph luén xem Bridge nhu em gai toi. Hai
dtra t6i cao ngang nhau, lai c6 cing dang ngudi, cing mai toc thang dai du
toc con bé vang 6ng con toc toi ndu sim. Nhu nhitng ngudi sdng cing nhau
mot thoi gian dai, cach néi ctia bon t6i cling giéng nhau tuy Bridge thich str
dung nhitng tir kho hiéu. Canh tay né sin chic nhd thuong choi trong. Toi
bi ho ring trong khi né deo niéng ring. Noi cach khac, Bridge gidng toi
nhung xinh hon, nhanh nhen hon va tai gioi hon.
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“Minh khong biét em ay choi trong,” Toph néi. “Em 4y choi gioi
khong?”

“S6 mot day.”
“Cau no1 vay vi em ay la ban cau hay vi em ay thyc su gi6i?”

“N6 1a nguoi gioi nhat,” t6i lap lai. Tir khoe mat toi thay St. Clair dang
liéc nhin chiéc dong ho trén noc ti.

“Tay tréng cia minh nghi rdi. Cau nghi em ay c6 hung thti khong?”

Hé vira roi Toph di 1ap mot ban nhac punk 1ay tén 1a Penny Dreadfuls.
Nhiéu lan thay ddi thanh vién, nhiéu cudc tranh ludn vé nodi dung ca tu da
n6 ra nhung van khong c6 budi biéu dién thuc sy nao. Tinh hinh rat x4u.
T6i ca Toph rat clr sau mot cay ghi-ta.

“That ra,” t6i n6i, “minh nghi 1a c6. Lio thay huéng din khon kiép vira
danh truot n6 khoi vi tri trudbng nhoém va néd can duoc trat gian.” Toi cho
Toph s ctia Bridge. Cau ta lap lai ddy sb trong luc St. Clair nhip nhip 1én
chiéc dong ho deo tay vo hinh. Méi chin gio, khong hicu sao cau voi va nhu
vay nhi? Pén toi con biét gid ndy ¢ Paris van dugc xem 1a som. Cau hang
giong r0 to.

“Nay, minh xin 15i. Minh phai di r6i,” ti néi.

“Co ai ¢ d6 voi cau a?”

“U, um. Ban minh. C4u 4y dua minh dao phd.”

Mot gidy troi qua. “Cdu dy?”
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“Chi 1a mdt ngudi ban.” Toi xoay lung vt St. Clair. “Cau ay ¢6 bo 161.”
T61 nham mat. Minh ¢6 nén noéi vay khong?

“Cau s& khong quén chuyén bon minh cht? Y minh la...” Toph ngap
nging. “Chuyén ching ta ¢ Atlanta ay? Cau c6 lang quén tat ca vi mot ga

nguoi Phap ndo d6 va khong bao gid quay vé nita khong?”

Tim t6i dap thinh thich. “Di nhién 1a khong. Minh s& vé vao dip Giang
sinh ma.”

“Tot 1am. Annabel Lee. Minh nén quay lai lam viéc. Hercules chac dang
cau ti€t vi minh khong gac cong roi. Ciaol?.”

[2] Tiéng Y: chdo

“U.” t6i ndi. “Au revoirt?.”

[3] Tiéng Phdp: Tam biét.

“Thé nhé.” Cau ta cudi va chiing t6i tit may.

St. Clair ding I1én. “Ban trai ghen tuong a?”

“Minh d3 ké r6i ma. Cau ay khong phai ban trai minh.”
“Nhung cau thich nguoi do.”

T6i d6 mat. “A... w.”

Khong thé 1y giai biéu cam cua St. Clair. C6 18 1a buc tirc. Cau hat dau ra
ctra. “Cau van mudn ra ngoai phai khong?”
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“Sao c0?” Toi bdi r6i. “U, tat nhién. Pé minh thay quan 4o da.” Toi dé
cdu ra ngoai va nim phut sau chung t6i thang tién huéng Bic. T6i mic
chiéc 4o rudt von cat ki trong tu 1au 1au méi dam van mot 1an, nd om sat
than hinh t6i & nhiing chd can om, quan bo va giay thé thao den. Toi biét
gidy thé thao khong mang chat Phap cho 1im — toi nén di bdt cao hay giay
cao gbt — nhung it nhat n6 ciing khong c6 mau trang. Pung la dan & day hay
xam xi vé gidy thé thao tring. Chi nhitng du khach My mé&i mang loai giay
to bé x4u xi chuyén dung dé cit co hoic son phét nha ctra ay.

Buoi t6i hom d6 rat dep. Anh dén & Paris ryc r& lung linh. Bau khong khi
am ap bi khudy dong boi nhimng tiéng ri ram trd chuyén trén phd va tiéng
cung ly trong cac nha hang. St. Clair da tuoi tinh tr¢ lai va dang 1iét ké cac
khia canh khung khiép trong cuén hoéi ky Rasputin cau vira doc xong chiéu
nay.

“Vay la ¢am ngudi Nga da cho mot luong xianua du giét ndm gi dan 6ng
vao bita t0i ctia ong ta. Nhung chang ¢ tac dung gi nén ho bat dau ké
hoach B — ho 13y stng luc bin vao lung ong ta. Thé ma van khong giét chét
muc tiéu. Ky thuc Rasputin van dua sirc siét c6 mot trong nhitng ké 4m sat
nén ho ban thém ba phdt nira. Ong ta van gang guong dimg 1én! Roi ho
danh ong ta thira séng thiéu chét, quan 6ng ta vao mot cai chin va ném
xudng dong song lanh gia. Ay thé ma...”

Hai mat St. Clair mo mang. Anh mat 4y y hét nhu khi me t6i hing say ké
chuyén dan rua hay khi Bridge néi vé nhiing cai chiim choe.

“Trong lic kham nghiém tir thi, ho phat hién nguyén nhan cai chét that ra
1a do co thé bi giam nhiét. Vi dong song! Khong phai vi bi dau doc, bi ban
hay danh dap. Me Tu Nhién. Khong chi c6 thé, canh tay ong ta con dong
cling trong tu thé givong cao tua hd ong ta di cd cdo xé tim 16i thodt bén
dudi tang bang.”
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“Sao co? Khong...”

Vai du khach Pirc dang tao dang trude mit tién cia mot cira hang c6 dat
chit vang. Chung t6i di vong qua ho dé khong pha hong birc anh. “Hay hon
nita,” cau noi, “khi ho hoa tang thi thé, ong ta bdt ddy. Khong, 6ng ta da bat
day! Co 1€ vi anh chang lo li¢u cai xac da quén tach bd gan nén than xac
mai co rum lai khi thiéu...”

T6i gat dau khich 1&. “Tuy rat ghé nhung tha vi day. Ké tiép di.”

“... 1am hai chan va co thé 6ng ta cong gap lai.” St. Clair mim cudi dic
thang. “Moi ngudi phat dién khi ching kién canh d6.”

“Ai ndi lich str [a nham chan vay nhi?” Téi mim cudi, moi thir that hoan
hao. Gan nhu hoan hdao. Gan nhu, vi day la gidy phat chung t6i di qua cong
vao TMOP va t6i di ¢ xa trudong hon bao gio hét. Nu cudi cua tdi ¢6 phan

nao nung khi toi tré lai trang thai cang thang ban ning.

“Cam on cau. Nhitng nguot khac luon bat minh im mom trude khi...” St.
Clair nhan ra sy thay doi thai do cua té1 bén dung budce. “Cau 6n chu?”

“Minh 6n ma.”

“U, da c6 ai noi réng cau noi doi rat kém chua? Qua t¢. T¢ kinh khung.”
“Chang qua...” T6i then thung p Ung.

“Sa00000?”

“Paris rat u la... xa la.” Toi co gang tim ding tu. “Pang ngai.”
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“Pau co!” Cau nhanh chong phan bac toi.

“Cau noi thi dé.” Chung t6i di vong qua mot quy 6ng ton nghiém dang
khom lung dat mot chi cho san cdo chan lun, bung x¢. Ong t61 da canh bao
via h¢ & Paris rai rac nhitng “bai min” nhung dén hom nay t61 méi dugce
dich than muc kich. “Cau da quen thudc vdi Paris tir rat 1au roi,” to1 ti€p tuc.
“Cau thong thao tiéng Phap, cau an mac nhu nguoi chau Au...”

“Nhac lai xem?”

“Cau biét ma. Quan o dep, giay dep.”

St. Clair nhic chan trai dang xo trong mot thr thd rap va mon vet. “Cdi
nay a?’”

“0, khong. Nhung cau khong mang gidy thé thao. Minh day né. Minh
khong néi tiéng Phap, minh so tau dién va c¢6 18 minh nén mang giay cao

gbt nhung minh ghét chung...”

“Minh mung vi cau khong mang giay cao got,” St. Clair ngat 101. “Cau
s€ cao hon minh.”

“Minh cao hon cau ro1.”
“Chut dinh thoéi.”

“Cho xin di. Minh hon ciu sau, bay phan day. Ma cdu con dang di gidy
b6t nita.”

St. Clair dap vao vai to61 va toi phi cuoi. “Thu gidan di,” cau néi. “Cau
dang ¢ canh minh. Minh gan nhu 1a ngudi Phap ma.”
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“Cau la nguoi Anh.”
Cau ay ngoac mi¢ng cuoi. “Minh l1a nguoi My.”

“Nguoi My v6i giong Anh. Nhu vay khong phai bi dan Phap ghét gap
do1 sao?”

St. Clair ddo mat. “Cau nén thoi nghe theo nhiing thanh kién rap khuon
va bat dau c6 chut chu kién di.”

“Minh khong bi rap khuon.”

“That ha? Cam phién chi cho minh.” St. Clair chi vao d6i chan mét co
nang dang tan bo phia trudc ching t6i. Co ta dang huyén thuyén tiéng Phap
trén dién thoai. “Cai d6 chinh xdc 1a gi nao?”

“Giay thé thao,” toi thi tham.

“Tha vi nhi. Con cac quy 6ng & via hé bén kia? Cau c6 mudn giai thich
nguoi ding bén trai dang mang gi hay khong? Cai thi ky cuc gan vao chin
anh ta 4y?”

Di nhién toan 1a gidy thé thao. “Nhung ma nay, thiy gi dang xa kia
cht?” T6i hit diu vé phia mot anh chang mic quan bo va 4o thun

Budweiser. “Minh c6 bi 16 r0 vay khong?”

St. Clair liéc anh chang kia. “R& cai gi? Hoi dau? Béo phi? Hay khiém
nha?”

“Nguoi My.”
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Cau th¢ dai danh thuot. “That long nhé Anna. Cau phai vuot qua chuyén

29

nay.

“Minh chi khéng mudn 1am ai kho chju. Minh nghe néi nguoi My hay
gay kho chiu lam.”

“Ngay luc nay cau chang lam ai khoé chiu ca, trr minh.”

“Con ba ta thi sao?” Toi1 chi vao mdt phu nir trung nién mac quan kaki
ngan vo1 4o len cc c6 soc dan hinh ngodi sao. Ba ta deo may anh ¢ that lung
va dang tranh cai vd1 mot ngudi dan 6ng do1 mii vai mém. Chac do 1a chong
ba ta.

“Hoan toan chudng mat.”

“Minh c6 16 liéu nhu ba ta khong?”

“Xeét dén viéc ba ta mac 4o in co My thi minh sé dap la khong.” Cau can
mong tay. “Nghe nay. Minh nghi minh biét giai phap cho van dé cua cau
nhung cau phai doi. Chi can htra 1a cau s¢ khong bat minh so sanh cau véi
cac ba, cac c6 U50 thi minh s€ lo li€u moi viéc.”

“Bang cach nao? Vi cai gi? Ho chiéu Phap ha?”

St. Clair khit miii. “Minh dau c6 noi s& bién cdu thanh ngudi Phap.” Toi
dinh mé miéng cai lai nhung bi cau gat di. “Théa thuan nhé.”

“Thoa thudn,” to1 no1, khong thoai mai 1dm. Téi khong thich thi véi
nhing diéu bat ngd. “Mong 12 moi chuyén s& kha hon.”

“Q, s& tot dep ca thoi.” St. Clair trong ty man dén ndi t6i dinh mia mai
cdu nhung chot nhan ra khong con thay bong dang truong minh dau nira.

https://thuviensach.vn



Khong thé tin duoc. St. Clair da hoan toan danh lac hudng toi.

Mat mdt lac t6i mai nhan ra, nhung thuc su got gidy t6i dang nhun nhay
con bung da thi bon chén nédo nirc. Tdi phan khich vi dugc ra ngoai!
“Chung ta dang di dau?” T6i khong thé kim nén su hdo hirc trong giong
minh. “Séng Seine ha? Minh biét n6 & gan d4u day. Bon minh s& ngdi bén
bo song ha?”

“Khéng néi. Di tiép di.”

T6i cho qua chuyén nay. T6i bi sao thé nhi? Lan thtr hai trong vong mot
phut t6i bang 1ong véi viée doi cho. “O! Cau phai xem cai nay trudce.” St.
Clair tim canh tay t6i va kéo t6i bang qua duong. Mot chiéc xe may nhan
coi inh 01, toi bat cuoi.

“Doi da, cai gi...” Va roi toi nin tha.

Chiing t6i dang dtng trudec mot nha thd vo cung hoanh trang. Bén cay
cot khéng 16 4n nglr mat tien kiéu Gothic véi tuong dai duong bé, ctra $0
dtng va nhimg tim diéu khac cong phu. Mot thap chudng gay nhang vuon
dai trong bau troi dém toi mit. “Gi thé nay?” Toi thi thim. “Noi tiéng
khong? Minh nén biét khong?”

“Nha tho cia minh ddy.”

“Cau dén day?” Tbi kinh ngac. St. Clair khong c6 vé mo dao lam.

“Khong.” Cau hat dau vé phia mot phién dé4, ngé y dé t6i doc no.

“Nha tho Saint Etienne du Mont. Cha, Saint Etienne co day!”
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Cau mim cuoi. “Minh van ludn c6 ti chit s¢ hitu noi ndy. Lic nhé me
thudng dua minh dén day. Me con minh an trua ngay trén bac thém. Thinh
thoang me minh mang theo s6 phac hoa dé vé& nhitng con bo ciu va dong xe
taxi.”

“Me cau la ngh¢ st a?”

“Me minh 13 hoa si. Tac pham ctia ba dang & New York MoMA“.” Cau
cO veé ty hao va t61 nhd Meredith tung bao St. Clair nguong mo Josh vi cau
ta v& rat dep. Thém nita, bd St. Clair so hitu hai phong trién 1dm tranh. Hoc
ky nay St. Clair dang ky mon Ngh¢ thuat tao hinh. T61 ben hoi ¢6 phai cau
cling 1a hoa si khong.

[4] The Museum of Modern Art (Bao tang Nghé thudt hién dai), nam ¢ Midtown Manhattan, New
York.

St. Clair nhiin vai. “Khéng han. Minh udc 1a thé. Me khong truyén lai
cho minh nang khiéu hoi hoa ma chi ¢ sy cam thy. Josh 2101 hon nhiéu.
Rashmi cling gi61.”

“Cau than thiét véi bac phai khong? Me cau 4y?”

“Minh yéu me ldm.” St. Clair thang thin noi, khéng mot chit bén 1&n tré
con.

Chung t61 dirng trude canh ctra cuia nha tho va ngudce 1én, ngudce lén mai.
T6i hinh dung me t6i dang nhép dir liéu vé loai riia nudc ngot vao may tinh
— t6i ndo me ciing lam viéc nay. Lac ndy & Atlanta khong phai budi tdi. Co
& me dang mua sim O cta hang tap hoa. Loéi bi bdm trén song
Chattahoochee. Xem Pé ché phdn céng'™ véi thang Sean. Toi khong biét va
t61 cam thay budn buec.
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[5] Tén tiéng Anh: The Empire Strikes Bank, phan 5 trong bg phim Chién tranh giita cdc vi sao.

Cudi cung St. Clair pha v& sy tinh ling. “Dén day nao. Nhiéu thir dang
xem lam.”

Chiing t6i cang di xa lai cang thay Paris dong duc. St. Clair n6i vé me, vé
banh quy s6-co-la bac lam trong bita t6i, vé mén mi c4 nglr ndu trong nodi
dat cua bita sang. Bac son mdi cin phong trong nha theo mdt mau riéng
trong bay sdc ciu vong. Bac con hay nhit ra nhitng 16i sai trong tén minh &
hop thu rac.

Cau khong da dong gi dén bd.
Chung t6i di qua mot khoi kién trac bé thé nita, noi nay trong gidng phé
tich ciia mot 1au dai thoi trung cd. “Chia o, lich st hién hitu & khip noi,”

to1 noi. “Pay 1a noi nao? Chung ta vao trong dugc khong?”

“Bao tang ddy. Vao duoc nhung gio nay thi khong. Minh nghi n6 déng
ctra roi,” cau noi thém.

“Q, tat nhién.” T6i cb khong 16 vé thét vong.

St. Clair to ra thich thi. “Méi tudn hoc dau tién théi ma. Chung ta con vo
van thoi gian dé tham bao tang cua cau.”

Chiing ta. Khong hiéu sao trong long t6i chon ron. St. Clair va toi. Toi va
St. Clair.

Sau do, chung t61 di vao mot khu vuc con tép nap du khach hon khu
quanh ky tic x4, & day nha hang, ctra hi¢u va khach san moc 1én san sat.
Cac quay ban hang moi chd déu gao thét tiéng Anh, “Couscous!®’! Anh chi
thich couscous khéng?” Céac con dudng thi hep dén muc xe khong chay
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dugc. Chung t61 rdo budc gitra pho va len 161 qua dam dong dang x6 day.
Cé6 cam gidc nhu mot 18 hoi vay. “Bon minh dang ¢ dau?” T61 wdc gi minh
khong hoi qua nhiéu nhu thé.

[6] Mot mon an vung Bdc Phi (b6t mi ndu voi thit hay nuoc thit).

“Gitra rue St. Michel va rue St. Jaques.”

To1 liéc cau.

“Rue c6 nghia la ‘pho’. Chung ta van dang & Khu Latin.”

“Van ¢? Nhung chiing ta da di bo khoang...”

“Muo1? Hay muoi lam phut ha?” St. Clair cham choc.

Hum. RO rang du 1a nguoi London hay Paris thi anh chang nay cling
khong quen véi hanh phtc cua viéc 1am chu mét chiéc xe hoi. T61 nhé cai
xe cua minh du n6 hay bi truc trac & khau kho1 dong. Khong may diéu hoa.

Dan loa hong hoc. Toi ké 1€ va St. Clair nhoén miéng cuoi. “Cau c6 xe cling
khong 1am gi duoc dau. O déy lai xe khi chua di mudi tdm 13 pham phap

day.”
“Cau co thé chd bon minh ma,” t61 no.

“Khong, minh khong thé.”

“Cau da bao sinh nhat cau qua r6i! Minh biéf cau no1 doi ma, khong

2

ai...

“Y minh khong phai vay.” St. Clair bat cuoi. “Minh khong biét 14i xe.”
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“Cau c6 nghiém tac khong vay?” Toi khong thé kim nén nu cudi gian
x40 trén guong mat. “Y cdu 1a c¢6 chuyén minh biét lam nhung cdu thi
khong?”

Cau cuoi lai véi t6i. “Choang 1am ha? Nhung minh khong bao gid co
nhu cau lai xe. Hé thong chuyén ché ¢ day, & San Francisco hay ¢ London
déu vo cung thuan tién.”

“V0 cung thuan tién co day.”

“Thoi ngay di.” Cau lai cuoi. “Nay, biét vi sao ho goi not nay la khu
Latin khong?”

To61 nhudng may.

“Nhiéu thé ky trudce, sinh vién & La Sorbonne d3 & phia d6.” Cau chi tay.
“N6 1a mot trong nhimg trudng dai hoc 1au doi nhat thé gidi. Sinh vién & d6
duoc day va noi chuyén bang tiéng Latin. Thé 1a cai tén d6 dugc st dung
ludén.”

Mot chut phong bi. “Toan b cau chuyén co6 vay thoi ha?”
“U. Nham nhi.”

Chiing t6i ngodt vao mot goc dudng va nd kia — song Seine! Anh sang
thanh phd phan chiéu lap lanh trong nhitng con séng nudc. Toi nin thd. Qua
long 1ay. Céc cip tinh nhan sanh budce doc bd song, ngudi ban sach bay ra
nhimng thung gidy gom sach bia mém va tap chi cii. Mot ngudi dan ong rau
d6 gay dan ghi-ta va hat 1én mot giai diéu ndo né. Chung t6i lang nghe do
mot pht roi St. Clair ném vai euro vao hdp dung dan ctia ong ta.
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Sau do, khi ching t61 quay lai chiém ngudng dong song, t61 da trong
thay no.

Nha tho Duc Ba.

T6i dd duwoc ngam nd trong tranh anh. Néu St. Etienne 1a mot nha thd 16n
thi n6 khong 13 gi, KHONG LA GI so véi nha thd Ptc Ba. Toa kién trac
trong nhu mot con tau khong 16 pha khoi ¢ ha luu. Po s6. Viing chai. Uy
nghiém. Anh sang choi 10a ctia né lam toi nhé dén Disney World nhung
huyén a0 hon bat ky gidc mo nao cua Walt”l. Nhitng chum day leo xanh
mon mon tran xudng cc birc tudng va budng minh vao dong nude dé hoan
tat cau chuyén than tién.

[7] Walter Elias “Walt” Disney (1901 — 1966): Nha sang lap cong ty Walt Disney.

To61 cham rai tho ra. “No dep qua.”

St. Clair dang nhin to1.

“Minh chua ting thiy thir gi dep nhu vay.” T6i khong biét phai noi gi.

Chung t6i phai di qua mot cdy cau dé dén duoc nha tho. Gio toi mdi biét
n6 dugc xay trén mot hon dado. St. Clair bao chung t61 dang di trén Ile de la
Cite — Pao Trong Thanh va né 14 quan cd xwa nhét ¢ Paris. Song Seine lung
linh dudi chan bon t6i, sdu va xanh tham, mot con tau dai ling lang dén
lu6t ém 4i. To6i dom qua thanh cau. “Nhin kia! Nguoi kia that 1a vo tich su.
Ong ta s& nga khoi ta...” T6i nhin lai va thdy St. Clair dang 16ng ngéng trén

161 di, cach xa thanh cau khoang vai budc.

To1 boi ro1 mot e, roi chot hiéu ra. “Troi. Khong phai cau so do cao day
chu?”
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St. Clair van nhin thang hinh bong 14p lanh cua nha thd Puc Ba. “Minh
chi khong hiéu tai sao moi ngudi ¢t thich dimg sat mép cau cho du c6 bao
nhi€u khong gian di lai ngay bén canh.”

“0, vay van dé 1a ¢ khong gian di lai phai khong?”

“Pung c6 choc minh, néu khong minh sé& dd cau ve Rasputin hodc cach
chia dong tir trong tiéng Phap day.”

T6i nhoai qua thanh cau va gia vo loang choang. St. Clair tai mit.
“Khoéng! Pung!” Cau vuon tay nhu mudn ctru t6i nhung roi lai 6m bung

nhu sap non.

“Xin 161! T61 lui lai khéi mép cau. “Minh xin 161, minh khong nghi lai t&
dén vay.”

St. Clair xua tay ra hiéu cho to6i ngimg néi. Ban tay con lai van 6m chit
cai bung kho bao.

“Minh xin 101,” Iuc sau to1 lai noéi.

“Théi nao.” St. Clair cu kinh nhu thé t6i 13 ngudi niu chan hai dra. Cau
chi vao nha thd Dic Ba. “P6 khong phai Iy do minh dua cdu dén day.”

T6i khong hiéu con thir gi hay hon toa kién tric 1ong 13y nay. “Ching ta
khong vao trong a?”

“Poéng ctra roi. Con nhiéu thoi gian dé xem ma, nhé chwa?” Cau dan toi
dén khoang san phia trudc nha tho va to1 tan dung co hdi ngam nghia phia

sau cdu. Mong by. Ké ra thi ciing ¢ thir hay hon nha tho Pic Ba day chu.

“Pay,” St. Clair noi.
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Quang canh 16i vao hoan hao mé ra trudc mat ching t6i — hang traim phu
diéu nho dugc cham khic tinh xdo trén ba canh cong mai vom khong 16 cia
nha thd. Mbi cai déu doc ddo va tach biét. “Khong thé tin duoc,” toi thi
tham.

“Khong phai & d6. O ddy co.” Cau chi xudng chan t6i.

T61 nhin theo va ngac nhién nhan ra minh dang dirng trén mot vong tron
da nho. O ngay giira vong tron 1a mot hinh bat giac mau dong bén trong 1a
c6 hinh ngdi sao. Trén vong tron da khac dong chit: POINT ZERO DES
ROUTES DE FRANCE.

“Thua ¢6 Oliphant. Cau d6 dich 1a ‘Cot mdc sé 0 cta nhitng con dudng
tai Phap’. Néi cach khac, ddy 13 diém moc dung dé do khoang cach tir Paris
dén moi noi trén nudc Phap.” St. Clair hiang giong. “Noi khoi dau cho moi
cau chuyén.”

To1 ngudce nhin. Cau dang mim cuoi.

“Chao mung dén Paris, Anna. Minh rat vui vi cau da dén.”

St. Clair nhét dau ngon tay vao tui va co miii giay da da may vién soi.
“Sao vay?” Cudi cung cau hoi.

“Cam on cau,” t61 xuc dong, “vi da dua minh dén day. Cau that 1a tot.”
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“Um.” St. Clair thang lung va nhin vai — van cai cdch nhin vai toan than
ki€u Phép — roi tr¢ ve trang thai ty tin von c6. “Phai bat dau ¢ dau do chu.
G106 thi udc di nao.”

“Ha?” To1 von la dra van chuong lai lang. T61 nén viét mot thién anh
hung ca hay vai di¢p khic cho cdc mau quang cao thirc an cia mé¢o moi
phai.

St. Clair cuoi. “Pat chan 1€n ngoi sao va udc di nao.”

“0, duoc roi, duoc roi.” Toi chym chan lai dé dung vao chinh giira.
“Minh udc...”

“Ping ndi oang oang 1én nhu thé!” St. Clair chom t&i nhu thé muén ngat
101 to1 béng ca co thé va da day t61 quan lai. “Cau khong biét udc nguyén
ha? Cau chi duoc udc mot vai 1an gi61 han trong doi. Khi c6 ng6i sao, 1ong
mi, hoa bd cong anh roi...”

“Va khi thoi nén sinh nhat.”

Cau phét 16 sy cham choc cua toi. “Chuan khong can chinh. Vi vay, cau
nén tan dung co hoi ngay khi c6 dip. Nhitng ngudi mé tin bao rang néu ciu
thdm ude trén ngodi sao do, diéu udc cua cau s& thanh sy that.” Cau ngap
ngimg roi noi tiép. “Va no tuyét hon cai diéu minh vira nghe noi.”

“Réng minh s& chét mot cach dau dén vi bi trung ddc, bi ban, bi danh
dap hay bi chét dudi ha?”

“Bi giam than nhiét, khong phai chét dubi.” St. Clair phi cuoi. Tiéng

cuol vua trong sang vua cO phan tré con. “Nhung khong dau. Minh nghe
no61 sO ménh da sap dat nguoi nao ding & day thi mot ngay nao do sé trd lai
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Paris. Nhu minh hi€u, v&i cau mot nam & day thuc su qua dai. Minh néi
dang chu?”

T6i nhdm nghién mat. Me va Seany xuat hién trong tam tri t6i. Ca
Bridge. Va Toph. T6i gat dau.

“Puogc roi. Van nham mat nhé. Udc di nao.”

T6i hit sau. Hoi 4am maét lanh ciia hang cdy gan d6 l1ap day hai budng
phoi. T6i mudn gi? That 1a kho tra 10i.

T6i mudn vé nha, nhung phai thira nhan toi di rat thich tdi nay. Néu day
1a 1an duy nhat trong doi toi dén tham Paris thi sao? T6i biét minh vira bao
St. Clair rang toi khong mubn ¢ ddy, nhung mot phan trong tdi — mot phan
nhoé xiu tré con — dang rat to mo. Néu ngay mai bd t6i goi dién bat toi vé
nha, t6i han sé& that vong ldm. T6i van chua chiém ngudng nang Mona Lisa.
Van chua 1én dinh Eiffel. Chua di dao dudi Khai Hoan Mon.

Vay t61 con muodn gi nira?

To61 mudn duge cam nhan lai d61 moi Toph. T61 mudn cau ta doi. Nhung
mot phan khéac cuc ky dang ghét trong té1 van bi€t cho du bon td1 cd dén
dugc voi nhau thi nam téi to1 van phai ro1 nha dé vao dai hoc. Té1 s€ chi
gap Toph vao Giang sinh va mua he va roi... chuyén s€ di t&i dau?

Con mot diéu khac.

Piéu toi da c¢d gang phét 10. Picu toi khong nén ham mudn, diéu toi
khong thé co.

Nguoi do ngay lic nay dang dung trude mat toi.
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To6i udc gi day? Cho mot thir t6i khong chic minh mudn c6? Cho mot
nguoi toi khong chic minh can c6? Hay mot ngudi t6i biét minh khong thé
co?

Khén kiép. Thoi danh dé s6 ménh quyét dinh.
Toi woc minh sé dwoc hanh phic.

Nghe c6 vé chung chung quéa nhi? T6i mo mat khi gi6 bat dau thoéi manh
hon. St. Clair gat toc khoi mat va néi “Chac han diéu udc cua cau phai thu
vi lam.”

Trén duong tré vé, St. Clair din toi dén quiy banh sandwich dé an
khuya. Mui men banh 1am t6i tra nuéc miéng, bao tir tdi phan khich réo am
am. Ching to6i mua panini, mot loai banh kep bi can dep trén vi nudng
noéng. St. Clair chon banh ca hdi xong khoi, phd mai Ricotta va 13 he. Toi
chon thit lon Parma, ph6o mai Fontina va 14 x6 thom. Cau bao mén nay la
thirc an nhanh, nhung thr ho dwa cho ching toi trong chang giéng thir
sandwich mém odt ¢ ctra hang Subway chiit nao.

St. Clair giup toi lam quen vé&i dong euro. On troi 1a euro khong kho
hiéu. Gidy bac, tién xu va cac ménh gia déu rat dé sir dung. Chung toi tra

tién ro1 rong rudi trén pho, tan hudng budi dém.

Can qua 16p banh mi gion rum va dé 16p phd mai dinh dinh con hoi am
chdy xudng cam. To1 sung sudng rén ri.

“Cau vura trai qua mgt con khoai cam am thyc phai khong?” St. Clair
héi, chui pho mai trén moi.
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“Em d3 ¢ dau trong sudt cudc doi chi?” Toi hoi miéng panini xinh xan.
g : 1 gp

“Lam sao ma minh chua bao gio dugc an mot cai sandwich nhu thé nay

nhi?”

Cau ngoam mot miéng to. “Um om 0,” ciu vira ndi vira mim cuoi va toi
. . " 9 .
dich btra 1a, “Vi thirc an cua My dé nhu hach.”

“Um om o 6,” toi dap. Dich 13, “U, nhung burger ciia chiing ta ciing kha
ngon day chu.”

Hai dta liém ca manh gidy g6i banh trudc khi quang chung di. That 1a
hanh phuc v6 bo.

©STENT
Sap vé dén ky tuc x4, St. Clair dang mé ta thoi gian cau va Josh bi cam
tac vi ddm ném keo cao su Ién tran nha vira dugc son — ho da c6 gan thém
num vu thtr ba cho burc bich hoa mot nir than — thi nao t61 bat dau van hanh.
Cé chuyén gi do rat la.

Chiing t6i vira di qua rap chiéu phim thir ba trong mot diy nha.

Chi 1a nhiing rap phim nho. C6 vé chi c6 mot phong chiéu. Nhung co tin
ba cai. Trong mot ddy nha! Sao t6i khong dé y som hon?

O. Phai ri. Vi céu ban d& thuong nay.
“C6 rap nao chiéu phim tiéng Anh khong?” T6i ngat 10i.
St. Clair to ra bdi r6i. “Céu bao sao?”

“Céac rap phim quanh ddy c6 cai nao chiéu phim tiéng Anh khong?”
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St. Clair nhudng may. “Dung bao 1a ciu khong biét ddy nhé.”

“Cai gi? Khong biét cai gi?”

St. Clair hi hung khi biét nhirng chuyén t61 mu tit. That 1a buc minh khi
hai dra déu nhéan thirc dugc ciu ranh ré& cudc séng cua nguoi dan Paris
trong khi mirc d hiéu biét cua toi chi goi gon trong mot cai banh simg bo
s0-co-la! “Minh c6 cam giac cau 1a mot loai cudng phim nao do.”

“Cai gi? Biét cdi gi?”

St. Clair khoat tay mot vong, thich tha thdy rd. “Paris... 1a kinh d6...
thudng thire phim. .. cta thé gisi day.”

T6i thang thét. “Cau dang dua voi minh.”

“Pau c6. Cau sé chiang bao gid tim duoc thanh phd nao cudng phim hon
& day dau. Co dén hang tram, tham chi hang ngan rap phim.”

Tim t0i dang roi rung trong 1ong nguc. Toi choang ngop. Khong thé 1a
that duoc.

“Chi trong khu vuc cua ching ta da c6 hon mot ta.”

“Cai gi?”

“Cau thuc su khong dé y ha?”

“Khéng, minh khong dé y! Sao khong ai ndi cho minh biét?” Y tdi la

viéc nay phai duoc nhac dén trong ngay dau tién cua budi hoc K¥ nang
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Séng. Thong tin quan trong thé co ma! Chung tdi tiép tuc di bd va dau toi
xoay ttr phia dé doc 4p phich cung bién quang céo. Lam on chiéu phim tiéng
Anh. Lam on chiéu phim tiéng Anh. Lam on chiéu phim tiéng Anh.

“Minh ctr tuong cdu biét. Pang 18 minh nén ndi trude.” Cau trong cd vé
hdi 16i. “Phim anh dugc xem 1a mot ngh¢ thuat cao cép o day. Co rat nhiéu
rap chiéu nhitng phim 1an dau ra mat, nhung nhitng rap chiéu phim c,
phim kinh dién con nhiéu hon. Ho cho chiéu nhitng phim kinh dién, phat
loat chuong trinh ton vinh cac dao dién, cac dong phim khac nhau hoic cac
nit dién vién Brazil, dai loai thé.”

Hit tho di, Anna, hit thd di. “C6 phai 1a phim tiéng Anh khong?”

“Minh nghi it nhat c6 mot phan ba.”

Mot phan ba! Trong s6 vai traim — ¢ khi ca ngan — rap phim.

“Vai bd phim My duoc 16ng tiéng Phap, nhung chu yéu 1a phim cho tré
con. Phan con lai van giit tiéng Anh gdc va kém thém phu dé tiéng Phap.
Pay, cam 14y.” St. Clair chop ldy mot cudn tap chi co tén Pariscope tir ké
dung va tra tién cho mot nguoi dan 6ng mili khoam vui tinh. Cau téng cudn
tap chi d6 cho toi. “Bao phat hanh thtr tu hang tuan. ‘PG’ 13 phién bdn goc.
‘PP’ 1a phién ban tiéng Phdp, tic 1a da duoc 1ong tiéng. Vay hdy quan tam

PG thoi. Danh sach nay ciing c6 trén mang day.”

T6i sam soi cudn tap chi, hai mat sang bing. Toi chua bao gid nhin thay
nhiéu danh sach phim nhu thé trong doi.

“Chua o1, néu minh bi€t chi can cai nay cling lam cau hanh phtc thi minh
da chang phai lo nay ngai no.”

“Minh yéu Paris,” t61 noi.
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“Va minh tin chac Paris s€ yéu lai cau.”

St. Clair van huyén thuyén nhung toi khong con lang nghe nita. Tuan nay
c6 truong phim cua Buster Keaton. Rap khac thi chiéu loat phim giét ngudi
danh cho teen. Va ca mot chuong trinh noi vé cac cudc rugt dudi xe hoi
nhirng nam 1970.
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“Cai gi co?” Toi nhan ra St. Clair dang doi toi tra 101 cho mdt cau hoi
loang thoang nao d6. Khi thdy cau khong dép, t6i dit mat khoi ban danh
sach. Anh mat cdu déng cung lai trudc dang ngudi vira roi khoi ky tac xa
cua bon to1.

Mot co gai cao xap xi t6i. Mai toc dai hoi don song rat hop mot thanh
thi. Chi ta mic mét cai 4o khoac do va chiéc dam bac ngén lung linh dudi
anh dén. Doi bot da kéu 16p cop trén via hé. Khé cau may ngoai nhin toa
nha Lambert, rdi chi ta quay han lai va phat hién ra St. Clair. Toan than chi
ta bung sang.

Cudn tap chi 16ng ra trén tay toi. Chi ¢ thé 1a ngudi do.

Chi ta chay u dén va nhao vao vong tay St. Clair. Ho hon nhau, chi ta
ludn tay qua toc cdu. Mai toc hoan hao ngdi ngodi cia cau. Da day ching
xudng, t6i ngoanh mat di.

Ho roi ra, co gai bat dau cat 1oi. Giong chi ta trAm mot cach la ky - dcfy
nhuc cam — nhung chi ta noi rat nhanh. “Em biét t6i nay chung minh s&
khong gap nhau, nhung em & gan ddy va em nghi c6 thé anh mudn dén cau
lac bo em da ké. Cai noi ma Matthieu di gi6i thiéu 4y? Nhung anh khong &
trong phong nén em da tim Mer va noi chuyén véi nd ca tiéng dong ho, anh
d3 & dau? Em da goi vao dién thoai ctia anh ba lan nhung 1an ndo cling vao
thang hop thu thoai.”

St. Clair tréng c6 vé bi mat phuong hudéng. “A. Ellie, ddy 1a Anna. Ca
tuan ban ay khong rdi ky tic x4 nén anh nghi minh nén dan ban 4y...”

T6i ngac nhién khi thiy Ellie toét miéng cuoi. Ky quic 1a gidy phat d6

t6i nhan ra néu boé qua giong nodi khan khan va vay ao phong cach Paris thi
chi ta kha 1a... don gian. Nhung c6 vé than thi¢n.
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Noi thé khong phai 13 t6i thich chi ta dau nhé.
“Anna! Tu Atlanta phai khong? Hai nguoi da di dau?”

Chij ta biét t6i? St. Clair tuong thuat budi tbi ctia chung toi trong luc toi
tiéu hoa su tién trién bat thudong nay. St. Clair hay 1a Meredith da ké vé t6i?
T6i hy vong St. Clair da ké, nhung du vy co vé chi ta ciing khong cam thay
bi de doa. Ellie duong nhu khong canh giac viéc t6i dd dong hanh véi cau
ban trai rat quyén rii cta chi ta subt ba gio qua. Pi choi riéng.

C6 duoc sy tu tin nhu thé han phai rét tuyét.

“Pugc rdi cung.” Chi ta ngat 10i. “Anh c6 thé ké em nghe sau. Anh sin
sang di chua?”

St. Clair ¢6 noi1 s€ di voi chi ay ha? To1 khong nhé, nhung cdu van gat
dau. “U. U, d€ anh lay, ¢...” Cau liéc t6i roi nhin 16i ra vao ky thc x4.

“Gi nira? Anh d3 dn mic tvom tat roi ma. Trong anh tuyét 1am. Di ndo.”
Chi ta kep tay St. Clair. “Rat vui duoc gap em, Anna.”

Toi1 tim lai giong minh. “Um. Em cling vui dugc gdp chi.” Toi nhin St.
Clair nhung cau khong nhin thdng vao t6i. Tot théi. Chang can. Toi ném
cho cadu nu cuoi tdéi-khong-quan-tam-cau-cd-ban-gai va han hoan néi “Tam
biét!”

Cau khong phan ung. Pugc, dén lac di roi. Toi nhanh chéng roi khoi va
giat ra xau chia khoa. Khi mé cira, t6i khong thé khong ngoai lai nhin. St.
Clair va Ellie dang sai budc vao dém den, hai canh tay dan vao nhau, chi ta

van dang tiu tit n6i chuyén.

Khi toi ling 1& dimg d6, St. Clair ngoai dau lai. Chi trong mot tich tac.
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Nhu thé hoa ra lai hay. That long day.

Ngay qua ngdy, dan da toi nhin ra gip mat ban gai St.Clair 1d mot
chuyén dang mimng. Thuc ra 13 mot sy giai thoat. Ap u thir cam xuc khong
nén c¢d vd1 mdt ngudi nao dé 1a mot viée rat toi té va toi cling khong thich
nhitng suy nghi vu vo ctia minh. Di nhién tdi cling cha mubn lam mat
Amanda khac.

St.Clair ludn to ra than thién. Ca truong quy mén cdu — cac thay co,
nhitng dtra ndi troi, nhirng dra nhat nhoa — ma tai sao lai khong thich mdt
ngudi nhu vay chir? St.Clair thong minh, vui nhon va 1& phép. Va, con nita,
hap din mot cach nuc cuodi. Mic du duoc yéu mén nhu thé nhung cau
khong giao du nhiéu lam. Chi loanh quanh véi nhom ching toi. Vi thang
ban than nhat thuong tim tum voéi Rashmi nén St.Clair phai danh di choi
Vo1, 0, toi.

Ké tir dém cung ra ngoai, St.Clair ngéi canh to1 trong moi bira an. Cau
tréu t61 vé gidy thé thao, hoi vé nhitng bd phim toi yéu thich, chia dong tir
cho bai tap tiéng Phép cua t61, lai con ra mat bao vé té1 nira. Tuén trudc
trong 16p Vat ly, Amanda da ngang nguoc goi to1 1a la moufette va bit miii
khi t6i di qua ban né. St.Clair lién bao Amanda “bién di” va ném vun gidy
vao toc nod trong sudt budi hoc do.

Luc sau tra tir dién t6i méi biét tir d6 co nghia 1a chon héi. That 1a hay
ho.
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Nhung ngay ltc t6i thdy xao xuyén tro lai thi cau lai bién mat. Sau bira
t61, khi toi nhin méng lung ra ngoai ctra so, quan sat cong nhan vé sinh
trong bd dong phuc xanh sang quét don dudng pho thi St.Clair roi ky tic xa
va chui vao tau dién.

Pé dén voi Ellie.

Gan nhu dém ndo ciing vay, lac St.Clair tr& vé t6i déu hoc bai ¢ hanh
lang v&1 ddm ban. Cau s€ ngéi xuéng canh to61 va bong dua vé mot dira hoc
sinh 16p dudi say xin ndo d6 dang ve vin cd gii truc & ban 1€ tan. Khong
biét do t6i tudng twong, hay dung 13 toc cau bi rdi hon moi khi nhi?

Y nghi St.Clair va Ellie 1am chuyén dé khién toi ghen ti nhiéu hon t6i
tudng. Toph va t6é1 chi gui mail qua lai chir chua bao gio vuot qua khudn
kho ban bé. Khong 1d Toph con htng thu voi toi hay khong, nhung toi biét
giri mail khong giong véi hon hit. Hodc lam chuyén do.

Mer 13 nguoi duy nhat thiu hiéu van dé nay nhung toi khong thé tim su
v6i né. Thinh thoang ti sg n6 sé ghen véi 6. Nhu khi t6i bat gap né dang
quan sat bon tdi vao gid dn trua, hay khi toi nho nd chuyén cho cai khin in
thi né gan nhu ném vao toi. R6i khi St.Clair v& nguéch ngoac dam chubi va
voi ¢ nhitng khoang 1& trong v& bai tap ctia tdi thi Mer trd nén sung sia va
im thin thit.

Cé 1€ t61 nén giup Mer. T61 manh mé hon Mer vi t61 chi m&i quen cau.
Vi cdu luén nam ngoai tdm véi. Mer that dang thuong. Bat ky cd gai ndo
d6i mat voi sy quan tAm mdi ngay cia mot chang trai tuyét voi co giong ndi
dé thuong va mai toc hoan hao déu kho cudng lai tinh trang cam ning
chuéch choang va khé dau quan quai.

Noi thé khong c6 nghia 1 t6i dang roi vao trang thai d6 dau nhé.
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T6i da nodi roi. Toi cam thdy nhe nhdm vi khéng bi tring chiéu. Moi
chuyén d& xir hon han. Hau hét dam con gai cudi lan cudi bo véi nhitng trd
dua ctia St.Clair va tim c¢é dé nhe nhang bam vao canh tay cau. Pé cham
vao cdu. Con tdi thi toan tranh ludn, tron ca mét 1én va cu xur hitng ho. Khi
va phai canh tay cua St.Clair, t6i lién day né ra. Vi ban bé s& hanh dong nhu
vay.

Thém vao do, trong dau tdi con thir quan trong hon: phim anh.

To61 da ¢ Phap duoc mot thang va du da di thang may 1én dinh Eiffel
(Mer dua t61 l1én trong luc St.Clair va Rashmi doi ¢ bai ¢6 bén dudi —
St.Clair 1ay 1y do so roi xudng con Rashmi tir chéi lam cong viée ctia hudng
dan vién), du da di bo 1én dai quan sat cia Khai Hoan Mén (di nhién Mer
lai dan t6i trong khi St.Clair & dudi va doa s& day Joph cung Rashmi vao
vong xuyén giao thong hdn loan) thi t6i van chwa thé dén rap chiéu phim.

That ra t6i van chua roi khoi khudn vién trudng. Kha 1a nhyc nha nhi.

Nhung t6i da c¢6 mot ké hoach. Trudc tién, toi s& thuyét phuc ai d6 dén
rap phim cung minh. S€ khong qua kho khan vi ai cling thich phim anh ca.
Khi d6 t6i s& ghi chi moi 101 néi cing hanh déng cua ho dé sau nay co thé
mo6t minh thoai mai trd lai rap phim d6. Va mot rap phim thi van d& hon
khong co6 rap nao.

“Rashmi. To61 nay cau lam gi?”

Tui to61 dang cho dén tiét Cude séng. Tuan trudc, ca 16p da dugc hoc vé
tam quan trong cua viéc st dung thuc phém ban dia, con trudc do la cach
viét tiéu ludn xin vao dai hoc. Cha biét hom nay hoc sé& bay ra trd gi. Chi co
Meredith va Joph 1 vang mait vi Joph hoc 16p mudi mot con Mer dang hoc
16p ngoai ngir ting cuong — tiéng TAy Ban Nha nang cao. Chi dé cho vui.
RO ham.
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Rashmi gd but 1én vo. N6 di loay hoay véi bai ludn vao Brown sudt hai
tuan nay. D6 1a mot s6 it dai hoc c6 nganh Ai Cép hoc va la trudng duy nhat
n6 muédn ghi danh. “Cau khong hiéu dau,” né néi khi toi hoi tai sao nd vin
chua viét xong. “Brown loai tdm muoi phan tram Gng vién day.”

Nhung chac n6 s€ chiang gap kho khan gi. Nam nay Rashmi chua vudt
mat di€ém A nao va phan 1én cdc mon déu dat di€m to1 da. To1 da ndp don
vao cac truong dai hoc cua toi. S€ kha 1au nita méi nhan dugc phan hoi,

nhung t6i khong lo lang teo ndo. Chung dau co thudc Ivy League!!!

[1] Ivy League dung dé chi nhom tam truong dai hoc va hoc vién ldu doi va hang dau tai Hoa
Ky, gom cac truwong: Brown, Columbia, Cornel, Dartmouth, Harvard, Princeton, Pennsylvania, va
Yale.

T6i ¢b ging t6 ra hoa ddng nhung chuyén kha 1a phirc tap. Téi qua, lic
t61 vudt ve con tho ctia Rashmi thi nd da nhac hai lan 1a khéng duoc hé ring
vé Isis vi quy dinh cta ky tac x4 khong cho phép nuéi thu cung. Ctr nhur thé
t6i ba hoa bép xép 1am 4y. Hon nita Isis ciing khong phai bi mat gi cho cam.
Mui nudc tiéu tho ngoai cira phong no thi nham 1an thé nao dugc.

“Minh khong lam gi cd, chac the,” Rashmi dap lai cau hoi lic nay cua

to1.

T6i hit sdu dé tu tran an. Cau tra 15i cia né quan trong dén muc toi
khong dam dit cau hoi. “Mudn di xem phim khoéng? Pang c¢6 phim Chuyén
xdy ra trong dém? & Le Champo day.” Khong ra ngoai khong c6 nghia toi
khoéng suc sao td Pariscope dé tim thong tin.

[2] Tén goc: It Happened One Night, Frank Capra dao dién, céng chiéu nam 1934.
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“Dang chi€u phim gi co? Va minh s€ khong néi cho cdu biét cau vura
bam vam tén rap phim tan nhan dén d¢ nao dau.”

“Chuyén xay ra trong dém. Clark Gable va Claudette Colbert dong vai
chinh. i gianh duoc nim giai Oscar. Hoanh trang lam.”

“Phim thé ky nao vay?”

“Ha ha. That tinh cdu s€ thich phim dé cho xem. Minh nghe no6i n6 hay

2

lam.

Rashmi day day thai duong. “Minh khong biét. Minh khong thich phim
ngay xua lam. Dién xuat ctr thé nay, ‘Nay chién hitu, ban hién oi. Hiy d6i

299

mil 1én va 1am mot vy bat hoa 1n di nao.

“Ay da, thoi di.” St.Clair roi mét khoi cubn sach day cop vé Cach Mang
My§. Cau ngdi bén canh t6i. Ctr nghi cdu biét lich sit My nhiéu hon minh la
t6i cam thay ky hodc. “Nhu thé khong quyén rii 42 Cai mii va mdi bat hoa
éy?7,

“Vay sao ong khong di cung Anna?” Rashmi hoi.

“Vi cau ay sé& di choi véi Ellie,” t6i noi.

“Sao cau biét t6i nay minh 1am gi?” St.Clair hoi.

“Lam on di ma?” T6i nan ni Rashmi. “Ru long thuong di ma? Minh thé
cau s€ thich n6. Josh va Mer ciing s€ thich.”

Rashmi sap m¢& miéng tir choi thi gido vién dén. Moi tuan lai c6 mot
nguol mdi — thi thoang 1a ban quan ly, d61 lac 1a mot gido su. Hom nay, to1
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ngac nhién khi thdy Nate. Chac moi thanh vién quan 1y déu lan luot phai
dén. Anh ta xoa cai dau bong loang va mim cudi than mat véi ca 16p.

“Sao cau biét to1 nay minh sé€ lam gi?” St.Clair nhac lai.
“Minh van cau day,” t61 no1 vo1 Rashmi.

Rashmi nhan mat chiu thua. “Puoc 6. Nhung phim sau s€ do minh
chon nhé.”

Hoan ho!

Nate hing giong, Rashmi va St.Clair ciing ngudc 1én. T6i thich diém d6
& nhitng nguo1 ban maéi. Ho kinh trong cac gido vién. Vi me to1 1a gido vién
nén mdi lan théy bon hoc sinh cy nu hay phdt 1o théy co 1a toi lai noi dién.
T6i khong mudn c¢6 nguoi vo 18 véi me minh. “Pugce r6i, cac ban, di roi.
Amanda, dii r6i.” Nate da dan miéng Amanda bang thai d6 lang 1& nhung
cting ran ctia minh. N6 hét toc va thd dai, mét liéc vé phia St.Clair.

Cau ngo6 lo. Haha.

“Anh c6 mot chut bat ngd cho cac em,” Nate noi. “Vi thoi ti€t dang
chuyén mua va khong con nhiéu ngay nang am nita nén anh da sap xép cho
cac em dugc hoc ngoai tro1 tuan nay.”

Chuing t6i s& ra ngoai ma van duoc tinh 13 di hoc. T6i yéu Paris!

“Anh s€ to chirc mot cude tim ki€ém.” Nate dua 1én mot xap giay. “Co hai
tram mon do trong danh sach nay. Cac em sé tim chiing quanh khu vuc cua
chung ta va c6 thé nho nguoi dan dia phuong gitp d6.”

Oi quy than oi, khong phai chu.
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“Cac em s¢€ chia thanh hai doi dé chup anh cac mon do.”
Phu! S€ c6 ngudi noi chuyén duge voi dan dia phuong.

“D01 chién thang s€ can cir vao tong s6 do6 tim dugc, vaoi diéu kién cac
mon do6 do6 phai duoc chup trén dién thoai hodc may anh cua tat ca moi
nguoi.”

KHONGGGGGGGG.

“Vé& phan thuong.” Nate lai mim cudi, bdy gior anh ta da thu hit moi anh
nhin. “Doi tim dugc nhiéu mén dd nhét trude khi két thuc 16p hoc ngay tha
nam... s€ dugc nghi ngay thir sdu.”

Gio thi dang dé tranh gianh roi day. Lép hoc v& tung trong tiéng huyt sao
va vo tay. Nate chon ddi truong dua vao ngudi co tiéng réng to nhat. Steve
Carver — thang c6 mai toc r6i 10a x0a — va ban than ciia Amanda 13 Nicole
duoc chon. Rashmi va toi cing gam 1én trong mot khoanh khac hiém hoi.
Steve vung nam tay vao khong khi. Pung 1a d6 bi thit.

Cudc tuyén chon bat dau, Amanda dugc chon dau tién. D1 nhién. Ké dén
la ban than cua Steve. D1 nhién, Rashmi thuc t61. “Ca nam euro la minh
duoc chon chot chum.”

“Ca luén. Vi minh chac mam doi1 so6 ro1.”

Amanda xoay ngudi d6i dién toi va ha giong. “Ca thé 1a khon day, Chon
Hbi. Ai mudn mdy trong d6i ctia ho cht?”

Quai ham t6i ngd nghéch tré xudng.
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“St.Clair!” Gigng Steve lam t61 giat minh. RO rang St.Clair s€ duoc chon
tr sém. Moi ngudi nhin vao cau, nhung cdu con mai trirng mét véi
Amanda. “Té,” cu tra 101 cau hoi ctia nd. “Td mudn Anna vao doi cia té,
c6 ban ay 1a mot may mén day.”

Amanda dé mat va nhanh chong ngoanh di nhung ciing kip ném cho to1
mot anh mat sac lém nira. T61 da gay thu chudc odn gi véi nd u?

“Thém nhiéu cai tén khac duoc goi ra, nhung CHANG CO t6i. St.Clair
cd gang dé toi chil y nhung toi gia vo chang dé tim. To6i khong thé nhin cau.
T61 cam théy nhuc nha. Cudc tuyén chon nhanh chong chi con lai t6i,
Rashmi va mot thang ban gy nhang khong biét vi 1y do gi bi goi 1a Burger
pho mai. Burger ph6 mai luén deo vé mat ngac nhién, nhu thé ai d6 vira go1i
tén cu ta nhung cau ta khong thé xac dinh giong d6 phat ra tir hudéng nio.”

“Rashmi,” Nicole noi khong chiit ngan ngir.

Tim toi chung xudng. Bay gio chi con lai toi va thang Burger phd mai.
T6i nhin chdm cham ban hoc, nhin birc tranh Josh di v& toi trong 16p Lich
str hém nay. T6i dn mic nhu mot cd nong dan thoi trung cd (chung toi dang
v& vé Pai dich den), mat t61 cau c6 va trén tay lung léng mot con chuot

chét.

Amanda thi thim vao tai Steve. Cam théy né nhéch mép cuo1 minh, mat
to1 bong rat.

Steve hang giong. “Burger phd mai.”
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“Cau no minh nam euro nhé,” t61 noi.
Rashmi cuoi. “Minh s€ mua vé xem phim cho cau.”

Chi it bon t61 cling ¢ cung mdt doi. Nicole da chia nhé danh sach cua
Nate nén Rashmi va toi tu tach ra di tim. Tuan nay ciing khong qud té. Nho
Rashmi ma t6i da duoc tinh cong. N6 dé toi chup vai birc anh — mot pho
tuong c6 tén Budé va mot nhém tré con choi bong trén duong — du no 1a
ngudi di tim ra ca hai cai ay.

“Minh nh¢ béng da qua.” Meredith than thd khi ching t6i ké lai chuyén
chup anh. Téi nay tham chi lon toc xodn bong bénh ciia nod trong ciing &o
udt va sau nio.

Mot con gi6 lua xudng dai 16, chung t6i khép 4o khoac va rung minh.
Nhiing chiéc 14 khd v& vun dudi chan chiing t6i khi Paris xon xao budc vao
cubi thu. “Cé giai dau nao chi c6 thé tham gia khong?” Josh hoi, vong tay
6m Rashmi. N6 lién ric vao cau ta. “Em thdy ngudi ta choi bong quanh day

suot ngay.”

“Hu!” Mot cai dau bu xu quen thudc chen giita Mer va toi khién chiing
to1 nhay dung nhu gap ma.

“Tro1 01,” Mer noéi. “Mudn t61 dau tim ha. Ong lam gi ¢ day?”

“Chuyén xay ra trong dém,” St.Clair noi. “Rap Le Champo, dung
khong?”

“Ong khong hen ho véi Ellie 42” Rashmi hoi.

“To61 khong duoc moi a?” Cau lach vao gitra Meredith va toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“D1i nhién 6ng dugc moi,” Mer noi. “Bon nay ctt dinh ninh 6ng ban r61.”
“Ong luc nao cha ban,” Rashmi noi.
“To1 khong phai luc nao ciing ban.”

“Lai con chdi,” né noi. “Ong biét ky la & chd nao khong? Mer 1a ngudi
duy nhét timg thay Ellen trong nim nay. Chi 4y trén co bon ndy rdi a2”

“Oi, thoi nao. Ping bat dau nita.”

Rashmi nhun vai. “Tdi chi néi thé thoi.”

St.Clair lic dau nhung ca nhom déu thay cau khong phu nhan. Ellie c6 18
da du than thién khi néi chuyén, nhung rd rang chi ta khong con can nhiing

ngudi ban & TMOP nira. Ngay ca t6i cling thdy dugc diéu do.

“Hai nguoi lam gi hang dém vay?” Cau hoi vudt miéng trude khi to1 kip
niu lai.

“Chuyén do6,” Rashmi néi. “Ho lam chuyén d6 chtr con gi. Cau ta bé tui
minh dé di dan dam.”

St.Clair d6 mat. “Ba biét khong Rash, ba ciing tho 16 nhu dam 16p muoi
mot ngu ngde & cung tang voi téi. Thang Dave gi d6 va Mike Reynard.

Chua o1, bon n6 1a moét 1 khon.”

Mike Reynard 1a ban than ctua Dave ¢ 16p Tiéng Phap va Lich sir. Toi
khong biét ho séng canh St.Clair.
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“An noéi can than, St.Clair,” Josh néi. Co chit cau tiét xen vao thai do
than nhién thuong ngay cua cau ta.

Rashmi quat vao mit St.Clair. “Ong ciing coi tdi 1a con khon phai
khong?”

“Khong phai, nhung néu ba khong ngung lai thi c6 1& 1a thé that day.”

Co thé ho gong ctng nhu sip lao vao dau simg trong mot bo phim tai
liéu vé thién nhién hoang da. Josh ¢6 kéo Rashmi lai nhung né hit tay ban
trai. “Chua oi, St.Clair a, ong khong thé tiu tit vao ban ngay roi da bay bon
nay mdi dém dau! Ong khong thé trd vé mdi khi 6ng mudn nho va gia vo 1a
moi chuyén van 6n dau!”

Mer cb gang dap ltra. “Nay, nay nay...”

“Moi chuyén vdn 6n d6 thoi! Ba bi cai quy quai gi vay?”

“NAY!” Mer dung chiéu cao va sttc manh dang né ciia minh dé chin
gilta hai nguoi ho. N6 tha thiét néi véi Rashmi. “Toi biét ba nhé chi Ellie.
T6i biét chi 4y 1a ban than nhat ctia ba va chuyén chi ay bo di rat dang gian,
nhung ba van con c6 bon ndy ma. Va St.Clair... Rashmi néi diing. Khong
gip duoc 6ng 1am bon t6i rat budn. Y t6i 1a & ngoai 16p 4y.” Mer nghe nhur

sap khoc dén noi. “Chiing ta da ting rat than thiét ma.”

Josh vong tay quanh nguoi Mer va Mer 6m chat 1ay céau ta. Cau ta quac
mat véi St.Clair qua mai toéc xodn cua Mer. Pdy la l6i cua anh. Svwa sai di.

St.Clair nhun nhuong. “Ua. Pugc réi. Ba noi dung.”

P6 khong han 14 10i xin 16i nhung Rashmi gat dau. Mer thod phao nhe
nhom. Josh nhe nhang buong tay va tr¢ lai ding canh ban gai. Chung t61 di
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tiép trong sy im lang khé xir. Vay ra Rashmi va Ellie timg 1a ban than. Tbi
moi chi tam xa Bridge thoi ma di kho chiu 1dm roi, khong biét néu né hoan
toan roi bo t6i thi s& thé nao. Toi cam thay ay nay. Chang trach Rashmi to ra
chua chat.

“Xin 101, Anna,” St.Clair noi sau khi ca nhom tiép tuc cam lang di qua
9 2 e .
mot day nha. “Minh bi€t cau rat hao hirc muon xem phim nay.”

“Khong sao. Khong phai viéc ciia minh, Ban beé minh cling thuong cai co
ma. Y minh 1a... ban bé minh & nha ay. Cac cau cling 1a ban minh. Minh chi
muon noi... ban be & dau cling cai va dugc hét.”

Haizz. That 1a nhtrc dau.

OSTE.NT

Sy u 4m nhu mdt man suwong day bao truim ca bon. Chiing to6i van im
lang, nhitng ¥ nghi quanh quan trong dau toi. Toi wdc Bridge ¢ day. Toi uwdc
St.Clair khong cdp voéi Ellie, Ellie khong 1am ton thuong Rashmi, Rashmi
thi giong Bridge hon. Tdi uéc Bridge ¢ day.

“Nay,” Josh néi. “Anna. Nhin kia.”

Béng toi nhuong chd cho 4nh dén sang trang. Phong chit hoa my bung
sang trong dém bao cho ching t6i biét da dén RAP CHIEU PHIM LE
CHAMPO. Dong chit d6 lam t6i choang ngop. Rap chiéu phim. Con tir nao
dep d& hon nita khong? Tim t6i rao ruc khi di qua nhiing tim 4p phich phim
sdc sO va qua canh cura kinh bong 160n. Sanh cho nho hon nhiing rap t61 tirng
dén va cho du vang bong huong bap rang bo, t6i van nhan ra thir gi d6 &
bau khong khi nay, thir gi d6 c6 mui cii k§ va dé chiu.
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Rashmi tra tién vé cho toi theo dung 1o hira. T6i tranh tha 16i ra mot to
gidy nhan nhum va ciy bat gidu trong 4o khoac dé chd co hoi dat gia nay.
Mer dung ngay phia sau trong lic to1 ghi lai 161 n6 mot caich may moc.

Oon ploss see voo play.
St.Clair nghiéng qua vai toi va thi thim. “Cau danh van sai tim lum rdi.”

Dau t61 vi1 ngang 1én nguong ngung nhung St.Clair chi cuoi. Toi cli
gam dé€ che hai ma. Nu cuoi cua cau lam ma t61 do 1én hon moi thir trén
doi.

Pi theo diy dén xanh bién xudng 16i di vao phong chiéu, toi thac mac
khong biét c6 phai dén chd nao ¢ day ciing c6 mau xanh thay cho mau vang
chéi 16a & My khong. Tim toi dap don dap. Nhirng thir khac van y hét.

Ghé. Man hinh. Vach tuong. Khong khac teo nao.

Lan dau tién ké tir khi dit chan dén Paris, toi cam théy nhu dang dugc &
nha.

To1 cuol vol dam ban nhung Mer, Rashmi va Josh dang mai tranh luan
vé chuyén gi d6 trong bira an toi. Chi St.Clair nhin t6i va mim cudi dap lai.
“On chir.”

To6i gat dau. Trong cau co vé hai 1ong va ngdi xubng ghé canh toi. Toi
ludn ngdi chéch 1én bon hang ghé tinh tir gitra rap va tdi d6 tui t6i c6 mot
chd xem tuyét voi. Ghé ngdi c6 mau do truyén théng. Bo phim bat dau, man
hinh chinh 16e sang. “Haizz, tui minh phai ngdi xem hét phan gidi thiéu
doan lam phim nay a?” Rashmi hoi. Nhitng thudc phim cii thuong chiéu
phan d6 trudc tién.
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T6i vui vé doc hét. T6i thich nhimg doan gidi thiéu doan phim. Téi thich
dugc biét moi thir vé phim anh.

Rap phim t6i den nhu muc trir 4nh sang chdp tit tir nhitng mau sac twong
phan trén man anh. Clark Gable gia vO nga quén va dit tay 1én chiéc ghé
con trong trén chiéc xe buyt. Cau tiét, Claudette Colbert ron rén gat tay 6ng
ta va ngdi xudng ghé. Gable mim cudi va St.Clair bt cudi.

La that, to1 lién tuc bi phan tim béi ham rang trdng sang cua cau trong
bong toi. Mai toc don song dat ra hai bén hay mui nudc x4 vai diu ngot.
St.Clair thuc t6i nhu Am thdm béo t6i tya vao canh tay cau, nhung to1 tu
chdi va cau hiéu y. Canh tay cau ap sat tay t6i, hoi cao hon mot chut. Toi
liéc nhin ban tay to be, 16 rd cac khdp xuwong cua cau. So ra tay toi bé xiu.

Bét thinh linh t6i mudn cham vao St.Clair.

Khong day, khong x6 ciing khong phai cai 6m than tinh. Toi mubn cam
nhéan lan da ciu, nhitng nét tan nhang, nhitng duong nét vo hinh va miét
ngoén tay 1én co tay cau. St.Clair cira minh. Toi c6 mot cam giac ky la 1a cau
cling c6 y nghi gidng t6i. Toi khong thé tap trung. Cac nhan vat trén phim
van dang ddu khau am T nhung t6i chang biét ho dang chi chde chuyén gi.
T6i dd mat tap trung bao 1au rdi nhi?

St.Clair htiing hiing ho va lai cua minh. Chan c4u co vao chan toi. Va van
dat & do6. Toi té liét. That thiéu ty nhién qua, phai nhich chan ra thoéi. Lam
sao cau khong nhén ra chan minh dang dung vao chan toi nhi? Tir khoe mat
t61 trong thay cam, mili va — Chéa oi — ca duong vién méi cua ciu nira.

bo6. Cau liéc mat nhin t61. To1 biét cau da liéc nhin to1.

T6i dan mat 1én man hinh, c6 hét sirc ching minh minh- dang-rat-u-la-
cht tdm dén bo phim. St.Clair gdong ngudi nhung van khong doi chan di.
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Cau dang nin thé? Toi nghi 1a vay. Toi ciing dang nin thd. Roi lac thd ra toi
co ram lai — né qué 6n a0, qua bat thudng.

Lai nira. Lai liéc nira. Lan nay to1 tw dong quay sang vura lic cau ngoanh
di. Ctr nhu mot diéu nhay. Va gio c6 mot thir cam giac trdi noi trong khong
khi nhic nhd mot trong hai dua t6i 1én tiéng. Tap trung di, Anna. Tap trung
di chtr. “Cau thich n6 khong?” T6i thi tham.

St.Clair ngap ngung. “B6 phim ha?”

T6i cam on bong t6i dd che gidu khudén mit dé bung ctia minh.

“Minh rét thich,” cau noi.

Tbi mao hiém liéc qua va St.Clair cham chu nhin lai. Trudc day cau
khong nhin to61 nhu vay. Toi ngoanh mat trude va vai gidy sau cau cling

quay di.

To1 bi€t cau dang cudi va tim toi rao ryc.

Pén: Anna Oliphant <bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net >
Tur: James Ashley <james@jamesashley.com>

Tiéu dé: Mot sy nhac nhd nhe.
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Chao con yéu. Bd ldu bé con ta chwa chuyén tro con nhi. Con dd kiém
tra hép thw thoai chwa? Bé dd goi nhiéu lan, nhung chdc la con dang bdn
tham thii Paree. B6 chi muén nhdc nhe con rang hdy goi cho éng bo gia
nua nay va ké ong ta nghe vé viéc hoc bén dé. Con da thanh thao tiéng
Phdp chwa? Dd ném gan ngong chira? Pd ghé qua nhitng bdo tang thii vi
nao? Han con da nghe vé tin tot kia réi nhi. Chuyén tinh co vira ra mat 6 vi
tri s6 mét trén to NY Times! C6 vé van dang ld thoi ciia b. Bé sdp bat dau
chuyén giao luu mién Péng-Nam vdo tudn ti nén bé sé sém gdp em con va
giri né 1oi chao yéu thwong ciia con. Hay déc sirc hoc hanh nhé, bo sé gdp
CON vao dip Gidng sinh nay.

Josh tua co thé 1éu nghéu vao vai toi va nghién ngdm mady tinh xach tay
clia toi. “Do em tudng twong hay cai chit ‘CON’ d6 boc mui de doa vay?”

“Khong dau. Khong chi minh EM nghi vay dau.” Toi noi.

“Em cur dinh ninh bo chi 1a nha van. Céi quy gi ma ‘déc suc hoc hanh’
vo1 ‘su nhac nhd nhe’ vay?”

“Bo chi ranh nhat may cau s4o réng ma. Chic em chua bao gio doc tiéu
thuyét cua 6ng.” To61 ngung lai. “Chi khong tin dugc 6ng ay du can dam dé

299

noi s€ ‘gui Seany 101 chao yéu thuong cua chi.

Josh khinh khinh lic dau. Téi va dam ban dang trai qua dip cudi tuan
trén bing ghé dai vi troi 6 mua. Du chang ai dé cip dén chuyén mua gi6
nhung hoa ra Paris ciing mua 1at phat nhu London. D6 1a theo 16i St.Clair,
thanh vién ving mat duy nhit trong bon. Cau dang dén bubi trién 13m anh
nao d6 & truong Ellie. Pang 1& bay gio ciu phai trd vé roi.

Cau lai vé tré. Nhu thuong 1¢.
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Mer va Rashmi dang cudn tron trén ghé dai trong tién sanh va doc tac
pham dugc chi dinh trong 16p Ngit vin, Balzac va ¢é bé tho may Trung
Hoa!". Téi nhin lai burc thu cua bd.

[1]Tén tz'éng Anh: Balzac and the little Chinese Seamstress, tdac gia: Doi Tu Kiét, xudt ban 2000.
Mot sw nhac nho nhe... doi bo that 1a qua e.

Ky trc hoi dau tudn — ngdi canh St.Clair trong rap chiéu phim t6i om,
chan cau tua vao chan toi, cai nhin dua day giita chung t6i — lia vé va nhan
chim t6i trong bé xau ho. Cang nghi t6i lai cang bi thuyét phuc 1a chang co
chuyén gi xay ra.

Vi chang c¢6 chuyén gi THUC SU xay ra ca.

Khi ching t6i ra khoi rap, Rashmi tuyén b6, “Cai két qua dot ngot.
Chung ta van chua dugc xem phan hay ho ndo.” Trudc khi t6i hoan tat bai
bao vé bd phim thi bon toi da vé dén ky tic x4. Téi mudn tro chuyén véi
St.Clair dé tim maot tin hiéu cho thay ¢é gi dé giita ching toi da thay doi,
nhung Mer di xen vao va chiic cdu ngt ngon. Toi khong thé 6m St.Clair ma
khong dé 16 trai tim dap thum thup ctia minh nén bén linh ra sau.

Thé 14 ching t6i vay tay chao nhau.

T6i vao giudng, hoan toan bbi rdi.

D3 xay ra chuyén gi? Du tdi d6 c6 vé rat ly ky nhung at han toi di phong
dai van dé vi St.Clair khong hé cu xir khac la vao bita sang hom sau. Chung
t6i trd chuyén than thiét nhu thuong 18. Hon nita cu da c6 Ellie. Cau khong

can toi. Toi chi con biét dat gia thiét minh di chuyén moi cam giac don nén
danh cho Toph Ién St.Clair.
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Josh than trong quan sat toi. Toi quyét dinh héi cau ta trude. “Bai tap cla
em thé nao r6i?” Poi cua toi trong 16p Cudc séng da thing (khong nhd vao
cong suc cua té1) nén Rashmi va t61 khong phai di hoc ngay thir sau. Josh
ctip hoc dé ngdi cung bon t6i. Thé nén ciu ta bi cdm tac va lanh thém vai
trang bai tap vé nha.

“0.” Josh buéng minh xuong ghé canh t6i va cam cudn s6 phac hoa 1én.
“Em c6 nhi€u viéc hay hon dé lam.”

“Nhung... chang phai em s& gip ric réi thém néu khong lam bai tap
sa0?” T6i chua ting cup hoc. Toi khong hiéu 1am sao Josh c6 thé nhun vai
coi khinh moi thtr nhu thé.

“Chac thé.” Josh co dudi tay va nhan mit.

To1 cau may. “Bi sao vay?”

“Bi cang co ay ma,” Josh néi. “Do v€ tranh thoi. Khong sao, luc nao
chang the.”

Ky la ghé. T6i chua bao gid nghi dén nhiing chan thuong vi nghé thuat.
“Em thuc sy ¢6 tai. Em mudn theo nghi¢p luon ha? Y chi 1a dé kiém séng
dy?”

“Em dang vé mot cudn truyén tranh.”

“That ha? Tuyét qua.” To6i diy may tinh ra xa. “Truyén c6 ndi dung gi?”

Khoe miéng cau ta cong Ién thanh mot nu cudi ranh manh. “Mot anh

chang b1 budc phai vao hoc & mot ngdi trudng noi tra toi tan vi bo me cau ta
khong mudn vuong tay vudng chan.”
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T6i khit miii. “Chi nghe chuyén nay roi. B6 me em 1am gi?”

“Bb em la chinh tri gia. Ho dang tién hanh chién dich tai tranh cur. Tu
dau nam hoc t6i gid em chua noéi chuyén v&i Thuong nghi si Wasserstein

29

day.
“Thuong nghi si? La thuong nghi si xin 4y ha?”
“Xui cho em, 6ng ay dung 1a thuong nghi si xin.”
Lai thé nira. B6 t6i dd nghi gi vay troi? Gui toi vao hoc cung con cai
THUGQNG NGHI SI HOA KY u? “Moi ngudi déu c6 mot 6ng bd tdi té

nhi?” T6i hoi. “Hay d6 13 yéu cau dé dugc vao day hoc?”

Cau ta hat dau vé phia Rashmi va Mer. “B6 ho khong té. Nhung bd anh
St.Clair thi cling cing mét giudc ca day.”

“Chi nghe 1a vay.” Con t0 mo no6i 1€n, t61 ha giong. “B6 cau ay la nguoi
thé nao?”

Josh nhun vai. “Mgt ga khon nan. Kiém soat chit ché St.Clair va me anh
ay nhung lai than thién véi moi nguoi. Nhu thé cang toi té hon.”

Bit chot t6i bi phan tan tu tudng boi mot cai mil udi trai dan tay mau do
tim quai go dang di vao tién sanh. Josh quay lai nhin. Meredith va Rashmi
cling dé ¥ chuyén dong cua cau va roi mét khoi cudn sach dang doc.

“Oi Chua o1,” Rashmi néi. “Céu ay dang d6i Cai Mi Do.”

“To1 thich Ca1 Mu D6,” Mer noi.
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“Chét mé chét mét chir con gi nira,” Josh noi.

Meredith ném cho cau ta cai nhin cam hon. T6i dinh nhin k§ Cai Mi B6
thi gidt minh nhan ra n6 da & ngay sau lung. Va nam trén dau St.Clair.

“Vay la Cai Mii Do da trd lai,” Rashmi noi.
“0,” cau noéi. “Toi biét may nguodi nhd nd ma.”
“Cé cau chuyén phia sau Cai Mii B6 nita ha?” To1 hoi.

“Chang qua mua dong nim ngoai me St.Clair da dan n6 va bon nay déu
ddng ¥ n6 1a thir phu kién gém gudc nhit Paris,” Rashmi noi.

“Vay ha?” St.Clair 10t cai mil ra va trum Ién ddu Rashmi. Hai bim toc
den cua cd nang chia ra bén dudi trong rat buon cuoi. “Trong ba tuyét lam.
Cuc quyén rii.”

Rashmi trirng mat ném tra va vuot lai toc. St.Clair lai chup no6 1én mai toc
bu xu cua minh va t61 dong tinh v&i Mer. Cai mi kha dé thuong. St.Clair
trong am ap va ludm thuom nhu mét con gau vay.

“Buoi trién 1am thé nao?”” Mer hoi.

Cau nhun vai. “Chang c6 gi dic sac. Cac cau dang lam gi vay?

“Anna dang chia s¢ ‘mdt su nhac nhé nhe’ cua bo chi ay,” Josh noi.

St.Clair nhan nho.

“Chi khong muon nhac lai cai d6 dau nhé, cam on em.” To1 tat may tinh.
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“Néu cau da xong viéc thi minh c6 thir nay cho cau,” St.Clair noi.
“Cai gi? A1, minh ha?”
“Con nhé minh da htra sé giup cdu cam thay bot chat My di khong?”

T61 mim cuoi. “Cau da c6 hd chiéu Phap cia minh 161 a?” To6i1 khong
quén 101 htra ctia cau nhung do da 1a chuyén cua may tuan trude. To1 ngac
nhién va phong miii vi cau van nhd.

“Con tuyét hon co. N6 vira dén hom thu hom qua. Pi nao, né trong
phong minh.” St.Clair dut tay vao tai 40 khoac va nghénh ngang di dén cau
thang.

T6i nhét may tinh vao tii, quang 1én vai va nhtn vai voi dam ban. Mer
trong c6 vé bi ton thuong va trong gidy lat toi cam thay c6 18i. Nhung dau
phai t61 cudp doat St.Clair. Toi cling 1a ban cau co ma! Toi theo cau 1én cau
thang va Cai Mi bo nhép nho trudc mat t6i. Lén téng, cau dan t6i di doc
hanh lang. T6i vira hdi hop lai vira phan khich. T6i chua timg nhin thay
phong cta St.Clair. Chung t6i luén gip nhau & tién sanh hodc & tang cua toi.

“Can phong than thuong.” Cau 161 ra mot chum chia khéa in hinh “To61
bo lai ¥ & San Francisco”. Toi nghi n6 1a qua cua me cau. Treo ngay cura
phong 1a mot birc phac hoa ciu d6i mii Napoléon. Han 13 tac pham cuia
Josh.

“Nay, 508! Phong cdu ngay bén trén phong minh. Vay ma cau khong

2

noi.

St.Clair mim cudi. “C6 1& vi minh khong mudn bi cau la mang boi tiéng
g6t gidy huynh huych hang dém.”
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“Nay, cdu nén got gidy huynh huych thdr day.”

“Minh biét. Minh xin 18i.” St.Clair bat cudi va giir cira md cho toi.
Phong cau gon gang hon t61 twong tugng. T61 ludn hinh dung dam con trai
v6i phong ngt do ban — ca nai quan cdc 1am lem va 4o 16t wdt mo hoi,
giwdng ngl bé bon véi ga trai givong khong thay nhiéu tuan, ap phich vé
bia bot va gai g mic bikini, nhitng lon soda rong va tai khoai tay chién, vai
mau may bay mo hinh cing thé game nam bira bai.

Phong Matt trong nhu thé 6. N6 ludn lam toi chét khiép. Toi chang biét
khi ndo minh s& ngdi phai mot tai nude sét Taco Bell.

Nhung phong St.Clair kha ngin nip. Giudng ngu gon gang, chi c6 mot
dun nho quan 4o trén nén nha. Khong c6 ap phich xac xo, chi c6 mot tim
ban dd thé 2161 ¢ dai treo trén ban hoc cung hai buc tranh son dau sic s&
gan trén dau givdng. Va sach. Toi chua ting thiy phong ngu nao chira
nhiéu sach nhu vay. Chung chat kin cac vach tudng nhu nhiing toa thap —
sach lich s day com, sach bia mém ta toi... va mot bd OED. Giéng cua
Bridge.

“Khong thé tin minh biét hai nguoi du dién d¢é mua OED.”

“Vay ha? Nguoi kia la ai?”

“Bridge. Chua o1, bd cua cau la ban mdi a?” Gay sach béng loang. Bo
cua Bridgette da co tu vai thap ky trude, gay sach da nhan nhiim va bong ra
tung mang.

St.Clair trong c6 vé nguong ngung. Bo Tir dién Anh ngit Oxford méi co
gia mot ngan do-la va du ching toi chua timg nhéac vé chuyén tiéu pha thi

cau cling biéet to1 khong du da nhu ddm ban cung 16p. Bira an nao toi cling
goi mon ré nhat trong thuc don. B6 t61 ¢6 1€ mudn cho t61 mdt su gido duc
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hoan hao, nhung 6ng khong ban tdm dén chi ti€u thuong nhat cta té1. T61
da hai lan xin bo tdng tién ti€u hang tuan, nhung 6ng tir choi va bao toi can
phai hoc cach song voi so tién dang co.

Kho khan ¢ cho cai s6 ma bo dua cho t61 cha du dé 1a gi.

“Ban cau va ban nhac d6 gio thé nao rdi?” St.Clair doi chu dé. “Ban éy
tr¢ thanh tay trong ctia nhom chura?”

“R01, tuan nay ho s€ luyén tap budi dau tién.”
“D0 1a ban nhac cua anh chang toc mai dai, phai khong?”

St.Clair biét tén ciia Toph. Cau dang c6 khiéu khich toi nhung t6i chang
thém dé tam. “Um. C4u c6 gi cho minh nao?”

“Day nay.” Cau dua cho t61 mdt chiéc phong bi mau vang nam trén ban
hoc, bao tir to1 con cao nhu thé hom nay la sinh nhat t61. T61 xé go1 buu
pham. Mot vat nho roi xudng san nha. b6 1a mét 1a co Canada.

T6i nhit n6 1én. “Um. Cam on chang?”

St.Clair ném mii 1€n givong va cao toc. Téc cdu chia ra tdm hudng. “Cho
ba-10 cua cau. Nguoi ta s€¢ khong nghi cau la nguor My nita. Dan chau Au
dé luong thr cho nguoi Canada hon”

To1 bat cuoi. “Vay thi minh thich né lam. Cam on nhé.”

“Cau khong cam thay bi xtic pham a?”

“Khéng hé, tuyét ma.”
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“Minh dat trén mang nén mii né méi chuyén dén noi. Minh khong biét
di tim cai nay ¢ ctra hang ndo ca, xin 16i nhé.” St.Clair luc hoc ban va 16i ra
mot chiéc kim bang. Cau ly 14 cd hinh 14 phong bé xiu trong tay tdi rdi can
than ghim vao ba-16 cho to6i. “Rdi d6. Cau chinh thuc 1a nguoi Canada. Cé
gang dimg lam dung quyén luc méi nhé.”

“Ké. Minh sé& ra ngoai ngay vao toi nay.”

“Tét.” Giong cau nho lai. “Nén thé.”

RO6i ca hai ling im. St.Clair dang & rat gan t6i. Anh mat cau khoa lay mat
to1, tim to61 dap thinh thich trong léng nguc. Toi1 lui lai va ngoanh mat di.
Toph. Nguoi toi1 thich 1a Toph, khong phai St.Clair. Tai sao toi ctr phai lién

tuc nhic nhd ban than vay? St.Clair di c6 ngudi yéu roi.

“Cau da v& nhimng cai nay a?” Toi guong gao thay doi tam trang. “Nhiing
btic tranh trén giuong cau ay?” Téi liée lai. St.Clair van nhin t6i dam dam.

Cau cin mong tay trude khi tra 101, giong rat la. “Khong phai. Me minh
vé day.”

“That ha? Cha cha, ching dep lam. Rét, rat. .. dep.”
“Anna...”
“V¢ canh Paris a?”

“Khéng, d6 14 con phd minh 16n 1én. O London.”
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“Annaa...”

“Hur?” Toi quay lung vé phia cau, ¢d ging xem xét cac birc tranh. Chiing
thuc sy rat tuyét. Nhung duong nhu t6i khong thé tap trung. Di nhién khong
phai canh Paris. Pang 18 t6i nén biét.. .

“Anh chang toc mai dai ay. Cau thich nguoi d6 a?”

Lung t61 giat giat. “Cau da hoi minh cau do ro1.”

“Y minh 13,” St.Clair lung tang noi, “tlr lac dén day tinh cam cta cdu co
thay d6i khong?”

To61 mat mdt luc can nhac cau hodi cua cau. “Van dé khong phai 1a minh
cam thay thé nao,” cudi cung t61 noéi. “Minh c6 hing thl... nhung khong
biét cau ta con hirng thi vo1 minh khong.”

St.Clair xich lai gan. “Cau ta con goi di¢n khong?”

“U. Khong thudng xuyén. Nhung van con.”

“Um. O,” cau chdép mat. “Thé thi ciu da tra 16i minh roi.”

To61 ngoanh mat di. “Minh nén di. Chac cau da co6 ké hoach vaéi Ellie.”

“U. A, khong c6. Y minh 12 minh khong biét. Néu cau khong lam gi...”

To61 mo toang ctra phong cau. “Vay gap lai cau sau. Cam on quyén cong
dan Canada cua cau.” To1 go 1én 14 co nho trén ba-10.
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St.Clair trong dau kho mot cach la lung. “Khong c6 gi. Rét vui dugc gitp

2

cau.

T6i nhay hai bac mot dé tré vé phong minh. Vira xay ra chuyén gi? Mot
phut trude hai dira t6i van on, vay ma lién sau d6 t6i da bo chay thuc mang.
T6i can ra khoi day. Toi can ra khoi ky tuc xa. Co 18 t6i khong phai 1a mot
ngudi My gan da, nhung chéc toi ¢6 thé 1a mot nguoi Canada can truong.
T6i chdp lay to Pariscope trong phong roi héi ha di xudng tang dudi.

“To1 s€ ra ngoai nhin ngam Paris. Mot minh.

“Un place s’il vous plait.”

Cam phién, cho t6i mot chd. Tdi nham lai cach phat am trudc khi vao
phong vé va day tdi vai euro. Ngudi phu nit ban vé khong thém chép mat
ma chi xé vé ra 1am d6i roi dua toi cudng vé. Toi duyén dang nhan lai va
duyén dang cam on. Bén trong rap, nguoi soat vé kiém tra cudng vé ciia toi.
Co ta x€ mot doan va to1 hoc dugce tir dam ban 1a té1 phai boa mot it tién cho
dong tac chi mang tinh thu tuc nay. Toi dap tay 1én 14 co Canada dé lay may
man, nhung ciing khong can thiét 1am. Viéc dua tién that qua dé dang.

To61 da lam duoc. To1 da lam duoc!
Su nhe nhdm ngdy ngit khién toi khéng nhan ra chan toi da tu di dén

hang ghé ua thich. Rap chiéu phim gan nhu vang hoe. Ba dtra con gai trac
tudi téi ngdi cudi rap, mot cdp trung nién ngdi trude toi dn chung mot bich
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keo. Vai ngudi kha kho tinh vé van dé xem phim & rap mot minh nhung toi
khong nhu thé. Vi khi dén trong rap tat di, chi con lai t6i va b phim.

T6i tha nguoi trong chiéc ghé dém ém 4i va dam minh vao nhitng mau
quing cdo phim méi. Quang cio tiéng Phap xen giira chung va toi vui vé
thir doan vé san pham trude khi nd hién ra. Hai anh chang rugt dudi nhau
khip Van Ly Trudong Thanh dé quang cdo quan 4o0. Mot phy nit quan 4o bod
sat 6m mot con vit kéu quac quac dé ban d6 noi that. Piéu nhac xap xinh va
hinh bong nhay maa mudn toi 1am gi nhi? Pi bar chang? Va udng say?

Chiu.

ROi bd phim Ong Smith dén Washington!" bat dau. James Stewart vao vai
mot anh chang ngdy tho day 1y tuéng duoc ctr dén Thuong vién, & d6 moi
nguoi déu nghi ho co thé loi dung anh ta. Ho nghi anh ta s& that bai va bi
téng khtr, nhung Stewart di cho thdy anh ta manh mé& hon ho tudéng va
manh hon ca ho. That 1a hay.

[1] Tén géc: Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, dao dién Frank Capra, dwoc cong chiéu réng rai
vao 1949.

T6i nghi vé Josh. Khong biét bé cdu ta 1a kiéu thuong nghi si nao nhi?

Phan di thoai duoc dich & gbdc dudi man anh. Rap chiéu phim yén tinh,
trang nghiém cho dén phan doan gy cuoi dau tién. T6i va nhitng ngudi dan
Paris ciing cudi ha hé. Hai tiéng dong ho rat nhanh, 14t sau t6i dd chép mat
dudi anh sang dén duong, ddm chim trong sy dé chiu ngit ngay va ngam
ngoi hom sau minh c6 thé xem phim gi.
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“T6i nay lai xem gi a?” Dave nhin s trang cua toi va lat chuong Gia
dinh trong cudn sach tiéng Phap. Nhu thuong 1é ching toi duge bat cip dé
thue hanh k¥ nang giao tiép.

“U. Tham sdt cua may tai Texas”. Cau biét d6, dé hoa vao tinh than
ngay 18.” Cudi tuan nay 1a Halloween nhung t6i van chwa nhin thdy mot
moén do trang tri ndo quanh day. At han Halloween chi 1a ngay 1& cua nudc

M.

[2] Tén goc: The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, mot bo phim kinh di duwoc dao dién boi Marcus

Nispel, cong chiéu nam 2003.
“Phim gbc hay phim lam 1ai?” Giao su Gillet sdi budc dén ban ching toi

va Dave nhanh nhau x6 mot trang. “76i xin trinh bay gia dinh minh. Jean-
Pierre... pac.”

“Ho? Gi co?”

“Bac,” Gido su Gillet stra lai. To1 tudng cd nan lai nhung roi ¢6 di ti€p.
Phu.

“Di nhién 13 ban gdc.” Cha, ta biét bo phim nay da dugc lam lai.
“Thu vi that, to1 khong biét chi 1a fan cua dong phim kinh di.”

“Ta1 sao khong?” T61 no1 gian bdi an y cua cau ta. “Chi danh gia cao moi
bd phim hay.”

“Nhung hau hét bon con gai déu ram r6 voi thé loai do.”

“No1 vay la sao?” Toi cao giong va ¢6 Dao Phu tir bén kia 16p quay lai.
“Marc la... em trai toi,” t61 noi1, li€c xudng tu tiéng Phap dau tién lot vao
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mét. Em trai. Marc 1a em trai t61. Oi. Xin 13i Sean.

Dave gii gii mii 1dm tAm tan nhang. “Chij biét ma. Con gai goi ¥ xem
phim kinh di v&i ban trai chi dé so chét kiép va bam chit vao anh ta.”

T6i rén ri. “Cho xin di. S6 anh chang so hii bo ra hang lang ma chi timg
thdy ciing xap xi sb luong cd nang diy...”

“Tuan nay chi xem bao nhiéu bd phim réi ha Oliphant? Bén? Hay nam?”

That ra 13 sau phim. Riéng chii nhat t6i ¢ xem hai phim. T6i di ¢6 dinh
mot thoi gian biéu: dén truong, 1am bai tap, an tdi rdi xem phim va dang mo
rong dia ban ra khap thanh phd, hét rap phim nay dén rap phim khac.

T61 nhun vai, khong mudn thi nhan véi Dave.

“Khi nao chi rt toi cting di? C6 thé t6i cling thich phim kinh dj day.”

T6i gid vo xem xét bang pha hé trong sach. Khong phai lan dau Dave goi
¥ nhu vay. Dave tuy dang mén nhung t6i khong thich cai cach cia cau ta.
That khé c6 thé quan tim mot dra chuyén lac lu cai ghé ngdi chi dé choc
trc g1do vién.

“C6 18 chi thich di mot minh. Chi mudn danh thoi gian suy nghi vé loat
bai binh luan cta chi.” Sy that ddy chu, chang qua khong phai t6i hay di

xem phim mdt minh. Thinh thoang Meredith di cung t6i, hom khac la
Rashmi va Josh. Cling c¢6 luc lai l1a St.Clair.”

“Png roi. Loat bai binh luan ctia chi.” Dave giat ldy cudn so tay cua toi
bén dudi quyén Phap bdc mét.

“Nay! Tra lai day!”
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“Trang web cua chi 1a gi 4y nhi?” Dave lat so trong lic t6i cd gianh né
lai. T6i khong viét lach gi khi dang xem phim vi t6i mudn doi dén luc c6
thoi gian suy ngdm, nhung t6i van thich luu giir nhitng cam nhan ban dau.

“Chi no61 r61 do. Tra day.”

“Ma nhitng cai nay dé lam gi vay? Sao chi khong xem phim dé giai tri
thoi, nhu nguoi binh thuong ay?”

“Thi vdn gidi tri ma. Voi lai chi da bao em do6 1a mot cach luyén tap tdt.
Chi khong thé xem nhiing tac pham kinh dién trén man anh rong nhu thé
nay lic con & nha.” Chua ké toi khong thé nghién ngdm trong khong gian
im lang tuyét d6i nhu & day. O Paris, khong ai hé rang trong liic xem phim.
Chi c6 Chia méi ctru dugc nguoi nao mang vao rap snack gion hodc gidy
bong kinh.

“Sao chi can luyén tap? Co phai viéc gi nang nhoc 1dm dau?”

“Vay ha? Vay em thu viét mot bai binh luan phim dai sdu tram chu di.
Hay chi ¢6 T6i thich bé phim. N6 rdat ngau. C6 nhitng vy né thoi ha?” Toi
v6i tay giat cudn so tay nhung Dave lai dit no 1én dau.

Cau ta bat cuoi. “Nam sao cho nhirng vu nd.”

“Tra. N6. DAY.”

Mot bong ngudi che phil ching t6i. C6 Pao Phu Iu 1t bén trén, ngdm
ngam doi ching toi tiép tuc. Ca 16p dang nhin cham cham. Dave budng
cubn s va toi rit vé chd.

“Um... trés bien, David,” tdi noi.
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“Khi cac em hoan tat cudc trao doi thu vi nay, cam phién quay lai bai hoc
nha.” Mat c6 gido nheo lai. “Va hai trang vé gia dinh, bang tieng Phdp, vao
lundi matin.”

Bon t6i nguong chin mat git dau, cd quay got di. “Vao lundi matin?
Nghia la gi vay?” T6i rit 1én vo1 Dave.

Nit Pao Phu van tiép tuc sai budc. “La sang thir hai do, thua co
Oliphant.”

Hkokok

Pén bita trua, toi dit khay thic dn xudéng mat ban danh ram. Stp dau
lang tran qua miéng t6 va trai man lan ca ra ngoai. St.Clair chup dugc no.
“Cau bi lam sao thé?” Cau 4y hoi.

“Lép tiéng Phéap.”

“Khoéng 6n ha?”

“Khong 6n.”

St.Clair dat trai man tr¢ lai khay thirc an cua t61 va mim cuoi. “Cau s€
quén no thoi.”

“Cau no1 nghe dé lam, ngai Song ngir a.”

Nu cudi ctia cau nhat di. “Xin 16i. Cau noi ding, thé 1a bat cong. Thinh
thoang minh lai quén.”
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T6i hung hiang khudy dau. “Gido su Giller ludn tao cho minh cam giac
ngu si dan don. Minh khong ngu dau nhé.”

“Di nhién 1a khong. Co6 dién méi trong cho cdu gidi ngay duge. Can thoi
gian dé hoc bat ky thir gi, dic biét 1a ngon ngir.”

“Minh chi mét moi vi phai ra ngoai kia,” t61 chi tay vé phia cura so, “va
cam thay bat lyc.”

St.Clair t6 vé ngac nhién. “Cau khong bat luc. Cau thuong tu minh ra
ngoai mdi t6i ma. Khac xa ngdy cdu moéi dén. Pung tao qua nhiéu ap luc
cho ban than.”

“Hum.”

“Nay.” Cau nhich lai gan. “C6 nhd Gido su Cole dd néi vé tinh trang
thiéu hut tiéu thuyét nudc ngoai & My khong? C6 ay bao viéc boc 16 ban
than & nhimg nén vin hoa hay nhiing tinh hudng khac nhau ciing rat quan
trong. Cau dang 1am viéc d6. Cau dang ra ngoai, dang thir ving vay. Cau
nén cam thay ty hao véi chinh minh. Mic ké 16p tiéng Phép di nhé.”

To61 nhoén miéng cuoi trudce 1y luan cua cau. “Pung vay, nhung cai Giao
su Cole nhac dén la sach, khong phai cudc song thyc. Khac bi€t 1on day.”

“Vay u? Con phim anh thi sao? Khong phai cau ludn xem phim éanh la sy
phan anh cudc séng hay sao? Hay minh di nghe cau d6 tir mot nha phé binh
phim ndi tiéng khac nhi?”

“Im d1. Van khac ma.”

St.Clair cuoi 16n, biét rang da bt gio t6i. “Thay chwa? Céu nén bét lo
lang vé 16p tiéng Phap va danh thoi gian cho...” Chot ciu ngung bit, mat
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huong vao thir gi d6 sau lung t61, mat dan dan bién sac.

Ngu6n ebooks: http://www.luv-ebook.com

T6i quay lung lai thi thdy Dave dang quy gbi trén nén nha. Pau cii
xudng, ciu ta chia mot cai dia nho trudc mat toi. “Cho phép toi glri gam
chiéc banh kep nhan kem nay véi 10i xin 13i tha thiét nhat.”

Mat t61 nong ran. “Cau dang lam gi vay?”
Dave ngudc 1én tuoi cudi. “Xin 16i vé bai tap ting cudng. Loi tai toi.”

T6i 4 khau. Vi t6i khong nhan mon trang miéng nén Dave dimg 1én va
dua n6 ngang mat té1 véi mot su hoa my cuc dai. Moi nguodi nhin khong
chép mat. Cau ta chop ldy mot cai ghé & ban phia sau roi chen ngang vao
gitra St.Clair va toi.

St.Clair nghi ngai. “Cu ty nhién nhu ¢ nha nhé David.”

Dave ra vé khong nghe thiy St.Clair. Cau ta choc ngon tay vao 16p so-
co-la lanh va liém né. Tay cdu ta sach s& khong vay? “Tbi nay. Thdm sdt
cwa may tai Texas. Toi s& khong bao gio tin chi khong so phim kinh di néu
chi khong dé toi di cung.”

Oi Chua oi. Dave KHONG THE ru ré toi truéc mit St.Clair. St.Clair
ghét Dave; to1 nhd cau da noi thé truéc khi bon tdi xem Chuyén xay ra
trong dem. “U'... xin 16i.” T6i tim 1y do. “Chi khong di nira. Chi co6 viéc dot
Xuét.”

“Thoi nao. Co vi€e gi quan trong dén vay vao to1 thir sau chir!” Cau ta vO
canh tay to1 con to1 tuyét vong liéc qua St.Clair.
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“Pé an Vat 1y,” St.Clair xen vao, trung mat véi ban tay cua Dave. “Bon
nay duoc chi dinh 1a mot cap. Phut chot roi. Nhiéu viée phai lam 1am.”

“Chi ¢6 tron cudi tuan dé 1am bai tdp ma. Tha long di Oliphant. Séng
mot ti thoi.”

“That ra 1a,” St.Clair noi1, “c6 vé Anna vura ¢6 thém mot s bai tap cho
cudi tuan nay. Cling nho cau ca day.”

Dave quay lai doi dién St.Clair. Hai ngudi quac mat nhin nhau.
“Chi xin 16i,” t6i n6i. Va that 1ong t6i muon xin 16i. T6i cam thay buon vi
tir ch6i Dave trude mit moi ngudi. Du St.Clair ¢ nghi thi Dave van 1a mot

dira tir té.

Nhung Dave lai nhin St.Clair. “Hay day,” lat sau ciu ta no6i. “Téi hiéu
roi.”

“Sao co?” Toi boi roi.
“To1 khong nhén ra...” Dave nglic ngodc gitra t61 va St.Clair.

“Khong! Khong. Khong c6 gi ca. Y chi la ching ta s& cung di xem vao
dip khéac. Téi nay chi ban 1am bai Vat 1y rdi.”

Dave trong c6 vé quau co nhung ciu ta nhin vai. “Khong sao. Ma nay,
chi dén budi tiéc to1 mai cha?”

Nate t6 chic mot budi tiec Halloween & toa nha Lambert. T6i khong

dinh tham dy nhung t6i n6i dbi dé Dave vui 1én. “U, c6 1& vay. Chi s& gip
em O do nhé.”
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Cau ta dimg 1én. “Tuyét. Nhé 10i chi day.”

“U. Chén chic. Cam on cai banh cta em!” T6i goi véi theo.

“Dung khach sao, nguoi dep.”

Nguoi dep. Cau ta goi to1 1a nguoi dep! Doi chut. Toé1 ¢o6 thich cau ta dau.
To1 c6 thich Dave khong?

“Thang dan,” St.Clair noi ngay sau khi Dave khuat khoi tim nghe.
“Pung tho 16 nhu vay.”

St.Clair lvom t61 vo1 mdt ki€u biéu cdm khong thé xac dinh. “Khi minh
vién c& cho cau, sao khong thay cau kéu ca gi nhi?”

To1 day cai banh kep kem ra xa. “Dave budc minh lam thé, chi vay théi.”

“Cau nén cam on minh.”

“Cam on cdu,” t61 mia mai. To1 biét nhitng nguoi khac dang nhin. Josh
hang giong va chi vao mén trang miéng cé in dau ngon tay cua toi. “Chi s€
an no6 chu?” Josh hoi.

“Ty nhién di.”

Bit thinh linh St.Clair bat day 1am cai ghé kéu ken két.

“Ong di dau vay?” Mer hoi.
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“Khong dau hét.” Roi cdu di, bo lai chiing t6i im lang siing so. Luc sau
Rashmi rudn ngudi lai gan va nhuéng may. “Pém hom kia Josh va minh da
thay ho cai co day.”

“Ai cai co co? St.Clair va Dave a?” Mer hoéi.

“Khong, St.Clair va Ellie. Nén St.Clair méi ndong nay nhu vay.”

“Ho?” Toi hoi.

“U, cau éy cau ¢6 sudt tuan roi,” Rashmi noi.

T6i vat oc suy nghi. “Pung ddy. Minh nghe cau thdy cau ay ct di lai
trong phong. Cau ay chua bao gio 1am thé.” Khong phai t6i c¢6 so thich
nghe ngéng, ma vi bay gid t6i biét St.Clair song bén trén nén khong thé
khong dé v gio gidc di vé cta cau.

Josh ném cho t61 mot cai nhin la lung.

“Ba thay ho ¢ dau?” Mer hoi Rashmi.

“Trudc tau dién khu Cluny. Bon t6i dinh chdo hoi nhung thdy nét mat
ctia ho thi & di hudng khac. T6i chian chic khong mubn xen vao cudc dbi
thoa1 do.”

“Ho cii nhau vé viéc gi nhi?”” Mer hoi.

“Chiu. Nghe dugc chét lién.”

“La chi ta. Bay gio chi ta khac lam.”
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Rashmi cau may. “Chi ta nghi ban than giéi hon bon minh r6i, gio chi ta
dang ¢ Parsons co ma.”

“Cach an mac cua chi ta,” Mer chua chat n6i. “Ctr nhu chi ta nghi minh
la dan Paris chinh hiéu r61 ay.”

“Chij ta ludn nhu thé.” Rashmi buc boi.

Josh van giit im ling. C4u ta nudt chirng cai banh kep kem so6-c6-la, chui
16p kem trang trén ngén tay roi liy s6 phac hoa ra. Cai cach cdu ta tap trung
sdng tao va tang 10 cau chuyén cuia Meredith va Rashmi... c6 vé 1a mot su
¢ ¥. Toi c¢6 cam giac Josh biét vé chuyén cua St.Clair nhiéu hon nhiing gi
cau ta dang thé hién. Bon con trai c6 tAm sy vGi nhau khong? Co6 kha nang
do6 khong?

St.Clair va Ellie sap tan v& &?

“Mi ngtri khong nghi to chitc cam trai & nghia dia vao dip Halloween kha
1a rap khuon sao?”

Nam dua chang to1 — Mer, Rashmi, Josh, St.Clair va to1 dang chdm cham
di xuyén qua nghia trang Pére-Lachaise — mdt noi nam trén suon ddi nhin
bao quat dugc ca Paris. Noi ddy trong nhu mot thanh phé thu nho. Nhiing
16i di rong nhu con phé len 161 gitra cac khu md duogc tao tac tinh vi. Ching
goi t61 nhd vé may toa nha kiéu Gothic nhé bé xiu véi cira ra vao hinh vom,
tuong dai va cira s gan kinh mau. Nhitng nhan vién bao vé va cong sit an
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ngir bén ngoai mot birc tuong da. Hat dé chin triu ndng trén canh, nhirng
chiéc 14 vang con sot lai bay phat pho.

Mot thanh pho tinh ling nhung khong kém phan 4n tuong.

“Nay, mi ngui ¢6 nghe Anna vira nd1 ‘mi ngui’ khong?” Josh hoi.

“Chua o1, dau c6 chuyén do.”

“C6 ma,” Rashmi noi. N6 xdc lai tai trén vai r6i theo Mer di doc mét con
duong. That mimg khi dam ban biét dudng vi t6i van mu tit. “Minh d3 bao
cdu bi nhiém cach noéi chuyén d6 rdi.”

“Day la nghia trang, khong phai nghia dia,” St.Clair noi.

“C6 khac biét ha?” To61 hoi, cam kich vi ¢6 co hoi phot 16 Cai Cap Kia.

“Nghia trang 12 mot phan dat duoc danh riéng cho viéc chon cat trong
khi nghia dia luon nam trong dia phan nha thd. Di nhién trén thyc té bay gio

hai tir 46 c6 thé hoan doi cho nhau, nhung ciing khong thuee sie...”

“Anh biét nhiéu thtr v& van qua day, St.Clair May ma anh rat dé
thuong,” Josh noi.

“T61 thay n6 tha vi day chir,” Mer noi.
St.Clair mim cuoi. “Chi it ‘nghia trang’ nghe c6 vé co dién hon. Va noi
nay rd 1a rat cd dién ma. Minh xin 16i.” Cau quay lai nhin toi. “Hay cau

thich dén bita tiéc Lambert? Minh nghe n6i Dave Higgenbottom!!! ¢6 mang

theo cai phéu uong bial? cua cau ta day.”
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[1] Higenbottom co nghia la Higgen Mong — St.Clair co y mia mai Dave.

[2] Nguyén van: A beer bong — dung cu gom mot cdi phéu gan vao mot cai ong dé giup nguoi

uong bia uong dwoc nhiéu va nhanh hon.
“Higgenbaum chu.”
“Thi minh vura bao la Higgenbum do tho61.”

“Oi, dé cau ta yén di ma. Vi lai khi noi ndy dong cira roi ching ta van
con khoi thoi gian dé tiéc tung.” Toi ddo mat trude hai chit “tiéc ting”.
Khéng ai trong nhom cé ¥ dinh tham du bat chap 101 hta cua toi voi Dave
trong bita dn trua hom qua.

St.Clair 1ay binh nuéc thuc t6i. “Hay cdu budn vi thang d6 khong cé co
hoi tan tinh cdu véi khoi lugng kién thie dang kinh ngac cta né vé dua xe
duong phé ha?”

Toi1 bat cuoi. “Thoi dep di.”

“Minh con nghe ndi n6 co6 sé thich xem phim doc déo lam. C6 khi no s€
dan cau di xem xuat ntra dém Scooby-Doo 2 khong biét chung.”

To1 quat thi vao nguoi St.Clair nhung cau tranh dugc va cuoi nac né.

“A ha! Pay r6i!” Mer reo 1én khi d3 tim ra tham co thich hop. No trai
khan 1én c6 con Rashmi va toi lay tdo, sandwich kep thit va pho mai ra khoi
ba-16. Josh va St.Clair dang rugt dudi nhau quanh cic bia da gan d6. Ho
lam t6i nhé dén may dtra hoc sinh ngudi Phap gan khu ky tic — chi can
thém 4o len ciing mau 13 giéng y ludn.
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Mer rét ca phé tir chiée binh cta St.Clair cho moi ngudi, t6i hd hai nhap
ting ngum va tan hudng cam giac 4m ap thu thai cang tran khip co thé. Toi
timg nghi ca phé ding nghét va tom lom, nhung gio cling nhu moi nguoi,
mdi ngdy toi lai nhAm nhap dam ba tach. Ba dira bat dau danh chén dd an
thi dung mot cai, 1l con trai tr¢ lai. Josh khoanh chan ngéi canh Rashmi con
St.Clair xdc¢ vao gitta Meredith va toi.

“Toc ong dinh 1a kia.” Mer cuo1 khuc khich va g& mdt chiéc 14 kho khoi
toc St.Clair. Cau cam lay, nghién nat ro1 thoi vun 14 vao téoc ¢6 ban minh.
Ho cung cuoi va bung toi that lai.

“Cé 1€ cau nén do1 Cai Mi Do,” t61 noi. St.Clair bao t61 mang no theo
trude khi cd doi xuat phat. Téi ném cai tai 1én dui cdu, chac hoi manh tay

nén St.Clair ré 1én va bat day.

“Can than.” Josh can qua tao do hong va nhom nhoam noéi. “Anh ay co
nhiing bd phan ma chi khong c6 dau.”

“Q, nhitng bo phan,” toi noi. “Nghe hap dan day. Ké di em.”

Josh cuo1 buon. “Rat ti€c. Thong tin dac quyén. Chi nhiing ai c6 nhiing
bo phan d6 méi c6 thé noi vé ching thoi.”

St.Clair rii 14 khoi toc va ddi Cai Mi D6 1én dau. Rashmi nhin nho.

“That sao? Hom nay? Giira chén déng ngudi nay?” né hoi.
“Moi ngay,” St.Clair néi. “Mién 1a ba con & canh t6i.”
Rashmi khit miii. “T4i nay Ellen 1am gi vay?”

“Hur. Ellie s& tham du mot budi tiée hoa trang d& hoi nao do.”
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“Ong khong thich tiéc hoa trang 42 Mer hoi.
“T6i khong mic quan 4o hoa trang.”
“Chi thich do1 mu thoi,” Rashmi noi.

“Minh khong thay ngudi nao bén ngoai TMOP mung 1& Halloween c4,”
to1 noi.

“It nguotl an mung 1am,” Josh néi. “Dan lam an da c6 kinh doanh nhiéu
nam trudc nhung chang di dén dau. Nhung cho mot cd nang sinh vién co

héi chung dién nhu mét ¢6 y ta ddm dang thi c6 y tham gia lién.”

St.Clair trat mot dong pho mai sita dé 1én dau Josh dé no chay xuong ma
cau ta. “Po quy. Ellie khdng chung dién nhu mot ¢d y ta dam dang.”

“Vay chic 1a mot ¢o y t4 binh thuong phai khong?” Toi ngay tho hoi.
“V&i mot cai ddm khoét sdu va mot bo nguc khung?”

Josh va Rashmi cuoi sac sua con St.Clair kéo Cai Mii D6 sup xudng mat.
“Hu, to1 ghét tat ca cac nguoi.”

“Nay.” Meredith t6 vé kho tam. “Td1 ¢6 noi gi dau!”

“Hur, trir Mer ra t61 ghét tat ca cac nguoi.”

Mot nhom du khach My¥ 1ap 16 sau lung ching t61. Trong ho c6 vé boi
roi. Mot ga trac hai muoi rau ria tua tua sap sta mo mi¢ng thi bi Rashmi

ngat 101. “Jim Morrison®) nam ¢ 101 kia.” N6 chi tay. Ga ta mim cuo1 nhe
nhom, cam on Rashmi va ti€p tuc di chuyén.
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[3] Jim Morrison (sinh ngay 8-12-1943 tai Florida, mdt ngay 3-7-1971 tai Paris) la ca si, nhac si
va nha tho nguoi My. Anh dwoc biét dén nhiéu nhdt trong vai tro ca si hdt chinh va sang tac ca tir
ciia ban nhac Rock néi tieng The Doors. Anh ciing dwoc coi nhw mét trong nhitng nguoi cé sirc hit

va anh huong noi bat nhat trong lich sir nhac Rock.

“Sao cau biét ho muon dén do6?” Toi1 hoi.

“Bon ho luén mudn hoi duong dén do.”

“Dang 1€ ra ho nén tim Victor Noir,” Josh nd1i. Ca bon cuoi am.

“Ai co?” Cam giac u me lam to1 tlrc toi.

“Victor Noir. Ong ta 1a nha bdo bi Piere Bonaparte ban,” St.Clair n61 nhu
thé vay la du giai thich. Cau vén Cai Mi DB6 qua mat. “Buc twong trén mo

dy C : ;

ong ta dugc cot la gitp ich cho van dé... sinh san.”

“Cai do6 cua ong ta dugc mai dén bong loang,” Josh hua theo. “Dé cau

29

may.

“Chiing ta lai dang néi vé nhitng bo phan phai khong?” Mer héi. “Chuing
ta khong tan doc vé cai khac ha?”

“That sao?” T61 hoi. “Cai do cua Victor bong loang a?”
“Bong 16n ludn,”St.Clair noi.

“Bay gio minh co6 cai can phai xem r6i.” T61 udng ndt tach ca phé, lau
vun banh trén miéng r6i nhom day. “Victor & dau?”

“Pé minh din duong.” St.Clair dimg 1én va budc di. T6i dudi theo sau.
Cau di qua mot hang cay trui 14 va t6i thdy kho khan lach qua nhitng nhanh
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cdy sau lung cdu. Hai dira dang cudi dua thi ra dén dudng chinh va phai
mot nhan vién bao vé. Anh ta cau c6 dudi chiéc mii ludi trai kiéu nha binh.
St.Clair khoe ra nu cudi thién than va kh& nhan vai. Vién bao vé lic dau
nhung cho bon t61 qua.

Cau ludn duoc tha béng nhu thé.

Bon t61 binh than budc di, St.Clair chi vao mét khu vuc dong ngudi chup
anh. Hai dira dat ra cho dén luot minh. Mot con méo den gay tro xwong lao
ra tir phia sau mot ban tho rai rac hoa hong va vo vai rugu roi 1ai vao bui
cay.

“Tro1. Canh tugng vira ro1 that 1a ghé ron. Halloween vui veé.”

“Cau c6 biét noi day la chén nuong than cia ba ngan con méo khong?”
St.Clair hoi.

“Biét chtr. N6 dugc Xép vao nao minh trong thu muc “M¢eo, Paris’ ma.”

Cau cudi vang. Cac du khach chuyén sang tu diém chup anh ké tiép va
chung t6i mim cuoi khi tiép can Victor Noir. Birc tuong c6 kich ¢& nhu
nguoi that va ndm ngira bén trén ngdi mo cua chinh 6ng ta. Hai mat nham
chat, mii dat bén. Mic du khdi déng mau xam xanh duoc mac quﬁn 40 hin
hoi, duéi quan van phong 1én mot cach dang né va con duoc mai nhin dén

muc bong loang.

“Néu cham vao n6 minh c6 dugc udc thém gi khong?” té61 nhd luc & Cot
moc so 0.

“Khong. Victor chi phu trg cho viéc sinh san thoi.”

“Vay cau xoa tay 1én no6 di.”
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St.Clair budc dén mot ngdi mod khac. “Khong, cam on nhiéu.” Cau lai
cudi. “Minh khong ¢6 nhu cau d6.” Tiéng cudi cia toi ¢t ngic ngur trong cd
hong khi t6i hiéu dugc y cdu. Thoi bé di, Anna. Pung bin khoan vé né.
Ping dé St.Clair biét may ban khodn vé no.

“Hirm. Néu cau khong so thi minh s& so. Minh khong bi nguy hiém vi
cai do.” To1 ha giong mia mai. “Cau biét déy, minh nghe néi phai thuc s
quan hé tinh duc thi moi co6 thai dugce.”

Cau ndi d6 ngay lap tic giang vao dau ciu. Thoi tiéu roi. C6 1& dua qua
tron. St.Clair trong c6 vé ntra ngai ngung, nira to mo. “Vay ra, ciu van con
‘zin’ ha?”

TROI! LAI CAI MIENG BOP CHOP CUA TOL

Du t6i khao khat lang sang chuyén khac nhung sy that van bat ra. “Minh
chua bao gid gip mot nguoi khién minh quan tim nhiéu dén mirc d6. Chinh
xac hon 12 minh chwa bao gid hen ho mot ngudi khién minh quan tdm nhiéu
dén muc d6.” Toi d6 miat va vudt ve Victor. “Minh c6 mot nguyén tac.”

“Noi ra nghe thur.”

Birc tuong van con vuong hoi 4m tir nhitng du khach ban ndy. “Minh tu
hoi ban than, néu diéu t& nhat xay ra — néu minh thirc s dinh bau — liéu
minh ¢6 xau ho khi néi cho dia bé biét vé cha né khéng? Néu cau tra 10
tuong dbi gan véi ‘co’ thi khong doi nao minh dé viée d6 xay ra.”

St.Clair gat ¢au cham rai. “Nguyén tic hay ho day.”

Nhan ra minh dit tay 1€n ctia quy cua Victor, to1 voi rut tay lai.
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“Do1 doi doi.” St.Clair 161 dién thoai ra. “Tao dang mdt 14n nita ndo.”
Toi le ludi va tao mot tu thé kha 16 bich. St.Clair chyp anh. “Tuyét voi,
minh s& thdy né mdi lan cdu goi tdi...” Pién thoai ciia cAu bdng reo 1én

ngay luc do. “Tro1, sao linh qua vay.”

“Hon ma cua Victor dang mudn biét vi sao cau khong chiu so ong ta
day.”

“Me minh goi. Poi chit nha.”

“Hooooo, vuét ve téi di St.Clair.”

St.Clair tra 10i mdy, c¢6 gitt nét mat nghiém tic trong lac Meredith,
Rashmi va Josh khé né budc dén sau lung hai dua t61. Ho véc theo s6 vat
dung danh cho budi picnic.

“Cam on vi da bo roi bon nay,” Rashmi noi.

“Bon minh d noi 1a dén day ma,” toi noi.

Josh chdp lay bo phan riéng tu cia buc twong. “Toi nghi sd cai nay la
den bay nam luén.”

Mer tho dai. “Joshua Wasserstein, me cau s€ noi gi day?”

“Me em s€ tu hao vi da gui em vao cai Hoc Vién Tot Pep nay, dé ho day
em nhitng pham chat cao quy nhu thé.” Cau ta cudi xudng liém Victor.

Mer, Rashmi cung t6i1 ré 1én.
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“Em sé& bi myn rop quanh miéng mat.” T6i 16i ra chai thudc khir tring tay
va bop mot giot ra long ban tay. “Nghiém tic ddy, em nén bdi mot it cai nay
1én moi di.”

Josh lac dau. “Chi hdm qué vay. Mang chai thudc khir tring di khap noi
thé a2”

“Cau biét khong,” Rashmi néi. “Minh nghe néi néu lam dung tht nay thi
c6 thé khién ban than mat sic dé khang trudc vi khuan va bi bénh ndng hon
day.”

To1 nhu bi hoa da. “Cai gi? Khong phai chu!”

“Haha!” Josh noi.

“QOi Chua t6i, 6ng c6 sao khong?”

Nghe tiéng la that thanh ctia Mer, toi voi quay dau lai.

St.Clair ngd vao mot ngdi mo. N6 1a thir duy nhat ngan khong cho cau
khong lan kénh ra dat. Bon nguoi chung toi voi vang chay dén. St.Clair van
giit dién thoai trén tai nhung khong con nghe thiy gi nita. Chi ¢6 chung toi
noi chuyén vaoi nhau. “Pa xay ra chuyén gi? Cau khong sao chi? Co chuyén
gi vay?”

Cau khong tra 161. Cling khong ngudc 1én.

Chung t6i lo ngai nhin nhau. Pung hon 13 s¢ chét kiép. Co chuyén gi d6
rdt rat xau. Josh va toi dat St.Clair 1én mat dat truéc khi cau bi nga dai dui.

St.Clair ngudc mat ngac nhién khi thdy minh bi chung toi gitt chit. Mit cau
trang béch.
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“Me¢ minh.”
“Me cau lam sao?” To61 hoi.

“Me minh sdp chét.”

St.Clair dang say.

Mit cau vui gitra hai dui toi. Trong mot tinh hudng khac chic toi s& phan
khoi 1am. Nhung xét dén kha ning cau sip non thdc non thao trong vai phut
nita thi diéu nay kém hap dan di nhiéu. Khi t6i day dau St.Clair vé phia dau
géi dé tao mot tu thé d& coi hon thi cau rén ri. Lan dau tién t6i cham vao toc
cau. N6 mém mai nhu toc Seany luc be.

Josh va St.Clair xuat hién cach day muoi lam phit, nguoi ndng nac mui
khéi thude va do uong cé con. Vi ho khong hut thuée nén chac chan da dén
tiém ruou.

“Xin 16i. Anh ay cur bao tui nai pai dén doi.” Josh kéo 1€ co thé rii rugi
cua ban minh vao trong phong t61. “Khdéng im miéng duc. Puc. Ha ha.”

St.Clair 1& nhé thir tiéng Anh ning né kho nghe. “Bb toi 1a mot ga
khénnn. Toi s& giét 130. S& giét 1d000. Kho chiju quaaa.” Pau ciu gat gu 1am
cam dap manh vao nguc. Toi hot hoang dua cdu vao giuvong va cho dua
lung vao thanh giuong.
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Josh nhin chdm cham vao blrc anh thdng Sean dang treo trén tuong.
“Puc,” cau ta noi. “DPuc.”

“Ahhh-nuuuu, 130 khén kiép 1am. T6i nghiém tic d6.” St.Clair tron mat
nhan manh.

“Minh biét, minh biét ma.” That ra t6i khong biét gi ca. “Em c6 théi di
khong?” Toi1 céau kinh véi Josh. Cau ta dang dung trén giuvong to61, dan miii

vao anh thang Sean. “Cau iy khong sao chir ha?”

“Me anh 4y sap chét. Em khong nghi 1a anh ay HONG SAO.” Josh loang
choang va chup léy dién thoai cua t61. “Quén hong goi cho Rashmi ddi.”

“Me cau ay khong phai thé. Sao em c6 thé néi nhu thé?” Toi quay lai voi
St.Clair. “Ba 4y sé& 6n thoi. Me cdu s& 6n, ciu nghe minh khong?”

St.Clair ¢ hoi.
“Chua oi.” Toi di khong chuan bi cho tinh hudng nay.
“Ung thu.” Cau cti dau. “Ba ay khong thé bi ung thu.”

“Anh n¢ Rashmi,” Josh oang oang trong di¢n thoai. “Mer ha? Goi
Rashmi nghe may mau. Chuyén khan cap.”

“Khan cap cai con khi!” T61 rong lén. “Chi say rugu thoi ma.”

Vai gidy sau Meredith dap ctra phong t6i nén toi dé né vao. “Sao chi biét
chung t61 ¢ day?” Josh nhan tran véi vé kinh ngac. “Rashmi dau?”
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“T6i nghe cau qua vach tudng d6 dd ngde. Cau di goi toi chir khong phai
ban gai cau.” Mer dua dién thoai 1én va goi Rashmi, mgt phut sau n6 da cé
mat. Ho dung nhin tran troi trong lic St.Clair 1am nham con Josh tiép tuc
thoang thdt trude sy xuat hién cua hai co ban. Can phong nho xiu cua toi
cang lic cang ngdt ngat bo1 nam con nguoi.

Cudi cing Mer quy xubng. “Céu ay khong sao ch?” N6 so tran St.Clair
nhung cdu 4y gat tay ra. Mer trong c6 vé kho tam.

“Minh khoe. B6 minh 1a d6 khdn, me minh thi sép chét, Chua oi, minh
kho chiu qua.” St.Clair lai nhin t6i. Mat cau lap lanh nhu d4 hoa cuong den.
“Kho chiu. Kho chiu. Khoé chiu.”

“Bon minh biét cdu kho chiu v&i bd cau,” toi ndi. “Puoc rdi. Cau noi
dung, ong ta 1a mot gd khdn.” Tdi c6 nén noi thé khong nhi? St.Clair vira
maoi1 phat hién me minh bi ung thu.

“Cau Ay kho chiu vi bi say thoi,” Mer noi.

“0,” t6i noi. “Um. Han cling vi thé roi.”

Trong luc d6, Cai Cap Kia van dang dau khau. “Anh d3 & dau?” Rashmi
hoi. “Anh néi da vé day ba tiéng trudc roi ma!”

Josh dao mét. “Ra ngoai. Bon anh ra ngoai. Ai d6 phai giup anh ay...”

“Anh goi thé nay la giap do ha? Cau ay say khudt ro1. R rugi. Con anh!
Chua o1, anh b6¢c mui nhu cai boé xe va hoc nach...”

“Anh 4y khong thé ubng mot minh.”
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“Péng 1y ra anh phai trong chimg St.Clair chit! Néu c6 chuyén gi xay ra
thi sao?”

“Bia. Ruou. C6 vay thoi. Pung c6 doan trang nhu vay chir Rash.”
“Me khiép,” Rashmi néi. “Nghiém tic ddy Josh. Me kiép nha anh!”

Josh nhao tdi va bi Mer day tro lai giuong t6i. Co thé ning né cla ciu ta
nga uynh xuéng dém lam St.Clair lao déo, dau cau lai guc xuéng va cam lai
dap bop dop vao nguc. Rashmi hung ho bo di. Mot nhom nho tu tap ngoai
hanh lang, ¢6 nang vira raa x4 vira vugt qua dam ngudi d6. Mer dudi theo —
“Rashmi! RASHMI!” — va cénh ctra phong to61 dong sap.

D6 1a lac dau St.Clair chui tot giita cip dui toi.
Thé di, Anna. Tho nao.

C6 vé Josh di say khong biét troi dat gi nita. Khoe rdi. Tot qua. Bét duoc
mot ganh ning roi.

C6 18 t6i nén lay cho St.Clair mét it nudc. Ban nén dua nudc cho miy
tay say xin phai khong? Pé ho khong bi ngd doc rugu hay sao d6? Toi day
St.Clair ra khoi chan nhung cau lai 6m chat ban chan t61. “Minh s€ quay lai
ngay,” to1 noi. “Hua luon.”

St.Clair sut sit. Oi khong. Khong phai ciu sip khoc ddy cha? Diu rang
canh tuong cac chang trai khoc 16c kha dé thuong, nhung t6i khong duoc

chuan bi tam ly cho viéc ay.

Céc ntr sinh huong dao sinh dau c6 day té1 phai lam gi v&i nhitng anh
ban say lay tay va tinh than bat 6n. Toi chup iy chai nudc trong ti lanh va
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ngdi xom xudng. Nang dau St.Clair 1€n — lan thir hai t61 cham vao toc cau —
to1 ké chai nudc vao moi cau. “Udng di.”

St.Clair cham chap lac dau. “Néu con udng nira minh s€ non day.”

“Khong phai rugu. La nudce thoi.” Toi nghiéng chai dé rot vao miéng
cau, nudc chay cd xuéng cam. Cau cam cai chai roi lai danh roi né. Nudc
vang tung toe khap nén nha.

“O1 khong,” cau thi tham. “Minh xin 101, Anna. Minh xin 161.”

“Khong sao.” Trong cau buon ba dén muc t61 phai dén ngdi canh. Viing
nudc lam udt cd quan toi. A a. “Pa xay ra chuyén gi?”

Tiéng thé dai cta St.Clair sdu thim tham va roi rd. “Ong ta khong cho
minh di tham me.”

“Sao co? Cau bao sao?”

“Bo minh 1a the¢, ludn ludn la thé. Bo 1a cach 6ng ta nam quyén kiém
soat.”

“Minh khong hi...”

“Ong ta ghen ti. Vi me yéu minh hon 6ng ta. Nén 6ng ta khong cho minh
tham me.”

Pau oc t61 quay cuong. Chuyén nay khong hop 1y teo nao. “Sao Ong ta
co thé 1am vay? Me cau dang 6m. Ba s€ can hoa tri, ba cdn cau bén canh.”

“Ong ta khong mudn minh gip me minh cho dén L& Ta on.”
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“Nhung con ca thang méi dén ngay d6! Bac sao co thé...” Téi im bat.
T6i cam thdy budn non khi hoan tit cau néi trong dau. Khong doi nao. May
dlra tam tudi t6i dau c6 bi mo codi. Me cau s& phai tiép nhan hoa tr1 va viéc
diéu tri s& phat huy tac dung. Bac s& khée lai. “Vay cau dinh lam gi? Van
bay vé San Francisco phai khéng?”

“B0 minh s€ gi€t minh ngay.”
'79

“Thi sao nao?”” To61 nd1 khung. “Cau phai di gap me chir

“Cau khong hiéu. B6 minh s€ rat rat gian dir.” Cai cach cau no6i lam song
lung t61 lanh toat.

“Nhung... me cdu khong xin bod cdu cho cau vé a? Y minh 13 ong ta
khong thé tir ch61 me cau dung khong? Me cau dang... 6m ma?”

“Me minh s& khong lam trai y bo minh.”

Lam trai y. Nghe nhu bac 1a mét dua tré. Ly do St.Clair khong bao gio
n6i vé bd cau nhanh chong tré nén ro rang. B6 t6i ¢6 thé hoi ty huyén hoac,
nhung dng khong bao gid chia cach me con ti. Toi cam thay 4y nay. So ra
thi van dé cua t6i chang dang 1a gi? Bo toi chi dua toi chi dua t6i sang Phép.
Hu hur.

“Anna?”

“Sao?”

St.Clair ngap ngung. “Pung ban tam.”

“Cai gi?”
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“Khong gi ca.”

Giong cdu o rang 1a ¢é gi. Toi quay sang nhung mat cdu da nham chat.
Nudc da nhot nhat va u ru. “Sao thé?” t61 ngdi 1én va hoi lai. St.Clair mé
mat, nhin ra t6i da dich chuyén. Cau c6 gang ngdi 1én véi su gitp dd cua
t61. Khi toi rut tay vé, cau lién nam chit ban tay toi.

“Minh thich cau,” St.Clair noi.

Co theé to1 cting do.

“Va khong phai nhu ban be dau.”

To6i cam thay nhu dang nudt phai ludi cta chinh minh. “O. Um. Con...”
T6i giat tay ra. Tén chi ta ning né va that khé phat ra thanh tiéng.

“Khéng dung. Chuyén d6 khong ding, tir khi minh gip cdu.” Mat cau
nham nghién, co thé 14 di.

St.Clair dang say. Chang qua 1a cau dang say.
Tran tinh lai di Anna. St.Clair say ruou va dang trai qua mot bién c6 1on.
KHONG POI NAO cau biét minh dang rén ri cai gi? Téi phai lam gi? Oi

Chua o1, con phai lam gi day?

“Céau c6 thich minh khong?” St.Clair hoi. Cau nhin t61 bang d61 mat nau
to tron hoi tay doé do rugu va nudc mat — va tim to61 vo vun.

Co chit, St.Clair. Minh thich cqu.
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Nhung t6i khong thé thu nhan diéu d6 vi St.Clair 1a ban t6i. Tinh ban
khong c6 chd cho nhitng tuyén bd trong con say va mong doi viéc do tro
thanh sy that vao ngay hom sau.

Nhung ma... day la St.Clair. PBep trai, hoan héo, tuyét voi...
Va hét say. Hét say luon.

Céu nodn 1én nguoi toi.

T6i dang lui cyi lay khin tam lau déng ho 16n cua St.Clair thi nghe tiéng
g0 cira. Toi mo cira bang khuyu tay dé chat nhay nhua kia khong bam vao
tay nam.

Ellie. Suyt nita toi dnh roi chiéc khan. “O.”

Co y ta dam dang. Khong thé tin duge. Cai dam bé xiu co6 dau thap do
trén nguc. Hai bau nguc ngoén ngdn sau hun hut.

“Anna, minh xin 16iiiii,” St.Clair rén ri sau lung toi va chi ta chay dén
bén cau.

“Chua o1, St.Clair! Anh c6 sao khong?” Giong no61 khan khan cua chi ta

1am toi giat minh. Ctr nhu bd trang phuyc y ta kia chua d khién toi cam thay
non not va khong tuong xing.
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“Tat nhién anh ay c6 sao r61,” Josh I¢ nhe trén givong. “Anh ay vira non
vao Anna.”

Josh van con thirc ha?

Ellie dap vao doi chan dang vit véo trén thanh giudng cta Josh. “Day di.
Giup chi dua anh iy vé phong.”

“Pay tu vac xac minh dugc ma.” St.Clair ¢6 dung 1én, Ellie va t61 voi
vuon tay gilt cau lai. Chi ta quac mat nén to1 lui lai.

“Lam sao chi biét cau 4y & day?” T6i hoi.

“Meredith da goi nhung chi dang di trén duong. Chi vira nhan dugc tin
nhan cta anh ay. Anh dy goi vai gio truéc nhung chi khong nhan duoc vi
cOn mai chuan bi cho bita tiée ngu ngéc nay.” Ellie chi vao bd trang phuc va
t6 vé budn buc v6i chinh minh. “L& ra chi nén & day.” Chi ta vén toc

St.Clair ra khoi tran. “On r6i, cung a. C6 em ¢ day.”

“Ellie ha?” St.Clair c6 vé bdi r6i nhu thé vira méi phat hién ra chi ta.
“Anna oi, sao Ellie lai & day? Pang 1y c6 Ay khong thé ¢ day chir?”

Ban gai cau ay ban cho cau téi mdt cai nhin cam ghét, t61 danh bén 1én
nhan vai. “Cau ay thuc su rat rat say,” to1 noi.

Ellie lai danh Josh va cau ta lan ra khéi giuong. “Puoc roi, dugce roi!”
Josh ding 1én va kéo theo St.Clair. Ho x0c cau gitra hai vai. “Gilt canh
cua,” Ellie danh da néi. T61 mé ctra va ho loang choang budc ra.

St.Clair ngoai dau lai. “Anna. Anna, minh xin 161.”

“Khong sao. Minh don xong rdi. On rdi, chuyén nho nhu con tho ma.”
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“Khong. Vé nhiing cai khac.”

Ellie ngoai dau nhin toi, gian dir va ban khoan, nhung t61 khong ban tam.
St.Clair trong kinh khung qua. Téi udc gi ho dat cau xudng. Cau cb thé ngi
trén givdng toi va téi nga véi Mer. Nhung ho di diu cdu dén céi thang may
op ep, day canh ctra kim loai va di vao trong. St.Clair budn b nhin t6i dim
dam trong lic canh cira dan khép lai.

“Bac s€ khoe la1! Me cau s€ khoe lai!”

T6i khong biét St.Clair ¢6 nghe dugc hay khong. Thang méy di chuyén
1én tang trén. Toi dimg nhin cho dén khi né bién mét.

Hksksk

Chu nhat, ngdy mung mot thang mudi mot, ngay Lé Cac Thanh. Ky la
thay, hom d6 chinh 1a ngay nguoi dan Paris di viéng nghia trang. T6i nghe
n6i ngudi ta s& dén thim mo nguoi than va dé lai hoa ciing nhu ky vat ca
nhan.

Nghi dén d6 toi lai thdy mudn bénh. Hy vong St.Clair khéng nhé hom
nay la mot ngay I¢.

Thic gidc, t6i lién ghé qua chd Meredith. N6 da dén phong St.Clair
nhung cdu dang say gidc hodc khong mudn gip ai. Co thé 13 ca hai. “Tét
hon hét dé St.Clair nghi ngoi,” noé néi. Toi tin Mer néi diing, nhung t6i
khong thé khong dong tai nghe ngong dong tinh tang trén. CO mot vai
chuyén dong vao cudi gio chiéu. Tiéng 1& budc cham chap, rdi nhiing tiéng
dam got ning né.
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Cau ciing khong ra ngoai an toi. Josh, gat gong va ué ai, noi rang da tat
qua chd St.Clair trude khi dén tiém pizza von ludn 1a diém an udng ctia bon
t6i vao toi chul nhat — va ciu khong mudn bi 1am phién. Josh va Rashmi da
dan xép 6n thoa v&i nhau. Rashmi trong c6 vé ha hé khi nhin ban trai vat va
trai qua hau qua cua mot cudc an choi.

Cam x0c cla toi rat hdn loan. T6i lo léng cho St.Clair va me¢ cau nhung
t6i ciing cam gidn 6ng bd cau. Va toi khong thé tap trung 1au hon mét gidy
trude khi tam tri quay lai diéu nay”

St.Clair thich t61 hon mutrc ban bé¢.

T61 cam nhan duogc su chan that déng sau 101 nd1 cua cau, nhung lam sao
t6i ¢ thé phdt 101 viée cau da say mem? Toi rat mudn tan mat théy cau dé
chic rang ciu van con séng, nhung toi khong biét minh nén c6 thai do nao.
Chiing t6i ¢6 nén nhic lai chuyén d6 khong? Hay 1a toi gia vo chuyén d6
chua tirng xay ra?

Piéu St.Clair can lac ngay lac nay 1a tinh ban chir khong phai mot mdi
quan hé rdi rim. Co diéu, that khé lira phinh ban than rang su quan tAm cta
St.Clair khong dang tu hao va hanh dién.

Toph goi vao khoang nira dém. Du da my tuan lién chung toi khong trd
chuyén nhung nhitng viéc dang xay ra & day khién t6i lién tuc bi phan tam.
T6i chi mudn trd lai givong ngo. Toi cam thay réi tri, thuc sy réi tri.

skekok

St.Clair lai ving mit trong bita an sdng hom sau. Khi t6i nghi cau sé&
khong dén 16p thi cau lai xudt hién trong 16p Ngit van du mudn muoi lam
phut. T6i lo lang Gido su Cole s& khién trach ciu, nhung at han cac gido
vién da dugc thong bao tinh hinh nén c6 khong noi gi. Co chi nhin cau voi
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vé thuong cam va tiép tuc bai giang. “Vay sao nguoi My khong hing thi
v6i nhitng tiéu thuyét chuyén ngit? Tai sao c6 qua it tic pham nudc ngoai
duoc dich ra tiéng Anh va xuat ban mdi nam?”

To1 ¢6 nhin vao mat St.Clair nhung cau chi dan mat vao cuon Balzac va
co bé tho may Trung Hoa. Hodc 1a nhin xuyén qua n6. Cau nhot nhat, gan
nhu vo hinh.

“Xem nao,” ¢o tiép tuc. “Nén vin hoa cua chung ta van thuong duoc coi
1a chi quan tAm dén nhimng niém vui tirc thoi. N6 14 thirc an nhanh. Thanh
toan tu dong. Sach, nhac, phim c6 thé tai xuéng. Ca phé hoa tan, giam gia
dot xuat, tin nhan nhanh. Chua ké giam can than tbc! T6i tiép tuc nhé?”

Ca 16p cudi am T nhung St.Clair van im ling. T6i cing thang theo déi.
Rau ria bit dau lun phun trén mat cau. To61 da khong nhan ra cau can phai
thuong xuyén cao rau.

“Tiéu thuyét nudc ngoai khong dit ning yéu té hanh dong. Ching mang
dam triét 1y suy tuéng hon. Chung thach thirc ching ta nhin sau vao ciu
chuyén, tim cau chuyén khac 4n chita bén trong d6. Hiy xem Balzac. Cau
chuyén nay cta nhin vat nao? Cua nguoi tran thuat? Coa ngudi tho may?
Hay la ctia Trung Hoa?”

T61 mudn vuon tay ra dé€ nam ban tay St.Clair va ndi véi cau moi chuyén
s¢ tot dep. Cau khong nén ¢ day. T61 khong thé tuong tuong minh s€ ra sao
néu roi vao tinh canh cua cau.

L& ra bo St.Clair nén dua cau roi truong. Cau nén ¢ California.

G140 su Cole g0 tay lén bia sach. “Dai Sijie, sinh ra va 16n lén ¢ Trung

Quéc roi chuyén dén sébng & Phap. Ong di viét Balzac bang tiéng Phap
nhung lai 14y bdi canh cau chuyén tr qué nha. Sau dé tic pham dugc
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chuyén ngit sang tiéng Anh. Vay ¢ day c6 bao nhiéu nudc? C6 phai mot
budc tir tiéng Phap sang tiéng Anh? Hay chung ta phai tinh ca 1an chuyén
ngir dau tién, khi tac gia hinh thanh tic pham trong dau va chuyén tir tiéng
Hoa sang tiéng Phap? Ching ta bi mat nhiing gi qua mdi lan cdu chuyén
duoc phién dich 1ai?”

Ngubn ebook: https://www.luv-ebook.com

To1 chi léng nghe chiéu 1&. Sau gi0 hoc, Meredith, Rashmi va to1 lang 1€
di theo St.Clair dén 16p Toan, ba dira lo lang nhin nhau khi céu to vé tho o.
T6i tin chic cau biét chung t6i dang lam gi — diéu d6 cang lam toi cam thay
budn buc hon.

Pung nhu diéu toi da phong doan vé hoi dong gido vién, Gido su
Babineaux goi St.Clair ra ngoai trudc khi gio hoc bat dau. Toi nghe bap
bdm duoc thay hoi liéu St.Clair c6 mudn nghi tiét & phong y té khong. Cau
ddng . Ngay khi cdu bo di, Amanda Spitterton-Watts da lu lu hién ta ngay
trudc mat t6i. “Chuyén gi da xay ra voi St.Clair vay?”

“Cha c6 gi.” Clr nhu to1 s€ n6i cho no biét ay.

Amanda hat téc va té1 dac y nhan ra mot lon toc vira bi dinh vao son méi
cua nd. “Steve bdo cau ay va Josh say khwot t61 hom tha bay. N6 thay bon
ho 1do ddo di qua dam tiéc Halloween va St.Clair chiri bo cau ay.”

“Hum, n6 da nghe nham ro61.”

“Steve con no6i St.Clair muon giét bo.”

“Steve l1a do ca chdn,” Rashmi xen vao. “Ma may da ¢ dau vao hom th

bay vdy Amanda? Choi boi qua nén phai dua vao thiang Steve dé hong
chuyén no chuyén kia vay ha?”
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Amanda chi tam thoi chiu cAm miéng. Trudc bita trua ca trudng déu biét
chuyén. Toi khong rd ai 1a ngudi tung tin — c6 thé tir gido vién, hay Steve va
dam ban dau dat ciia n6 da nhd duoc nhitng 10i St.Clair timg n6i — nhung
toan thé hoc sinh dang am 7 ca 1én. Luc St.Clair dén nha an, mot canh tuong
hét nhu mot bd phim dd om dién ra. Tiéng trd chuyén xi xam dot ngot
ngung bit. S udng ding lai lung ching gitta dudng dén miéng.

St.Clair dimg chan & 16i vao, danh gia tinh huéng va quay ngudi bo di.
Bon dta toi dudi theo. Cau day cira trudc va lao ra san truong. “Minh
khong mubn noi vé chuyén d6.” St.Clair quay lung v6i chung toi.

“Viy thi chiing ta s& khong noi vé chuyén d6,” Josh néi. “Hay cung di an

29

trua.
“Banh kép nhé?” Mer néi. D6 1a mén rudt cua St.Clair.
“Nghe tuyét day,” Rashmi phu hoa.

“Déi ngau 16i,” Josh noi. “Pi nao.” Chung t6i di tiép, hy vong ciu sé&
theo sau. St.Clair thyc sy di theo va ca bon thd phao nhe nhom. Mer va
Rashmi dan dau trong lac Josh tut lai vdi St.Clair. Josh 1am nham nhiing
cau chuyén khong dau — cdy but cau ta mua cho 16p hoi hoa, hay ga hang
x6m nha cau ta lién tuc gao 1én bai rap vé nhitng cip mong ddm mod hoi.
St.Clair thé hién mdt chat ddu hiéu cia sy séng. Cau di 1am bam tra 10i.

T6i luwon 1o di gitta nhom. Toi biét minh quan tdm St.Clair nhung dong
thoi ciing lo lang vé viéc chp hoc. To6i khong mudn vudng vao rac réi. Toi
ngoai dau nhin TOMP va Josh ban cho anh méat Hém nay truong sé chang

dé y ching ta ddu.

Hy vong cau ta ding.
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Cura hiéu banh kép yéu thich ctia bon tdi chi cach truong vai phut, ndi so
tron hoc cua t61 voi dan khi nhin thay thg lam banh rudi bot nhao 1én vi
nuong. ToO1 goi loai thuong an bang cach chi vao birc anh kép chuoi va
Nutellal!! r61 né1 cam cam phién. Nguoi dan ong rot s6-co-la am va hat phi
1én tam banh mong dinh kep chudi roi1 trat Nutella 1€n bé mat, Budc cuoi

cung la cho thém mot vién kem vani. Vani & Phap van con lan dom den.

[1] Mét logi kem phét banh mi gom s6-c6-la, sita, hat dé, bét cacao...

To1 rén ri vo1 miéng banh dau tién. Am am, dinh dinh, thom mui s6-c6-la
va ngon tuy€t cii meo.

“Cam cau dinh Nutella kia,” Rashmi léy nia chi to1.

“Um,” toi dap.

“Trong hay d6,” Josh noi. “Gibéng rau dé.”

To61 nhing ngoén tay vao s6-co-la va vé mgt bo ria meép. “Pep hon chua?”
“C6 thé dep hon néu cau khong bién ban than thanh Hitler,” Rashmi néi.

T6i ngac nhién khi thay St.Clair khit mii. Phan chn, t6i lai nhiing ngdn
tay va v& mot dudng cong udn luon.

“Chj 1am sao rdi,” Josh néi. “Lai day.” Cau ta quet ngon tay vao nudce sOt
clia t0i va can than dung ban tay tai hoa v& thém mot nita, sau d6 sira ndt
nita con lai. Toi nhin bong minh qua ctra kinh nha hang va trong thidy mot
bo rau d6 sd xodn tit. Ca bon cung cudi va vo tay, Mer nhanh tay chup mot
blrc anh.
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bam dan 6ng ca vat chinh chu ngo61 ¢ ban bén canh nhin ching t61 ghé
tdm nén t61 gid vo van v€ chom rau Nutella ciia minh. Mo1 ngudi cuoi sac
sua va cuoi cung St.Clair cling hot mim cuoi.

Hinh anh do rat dep.

Toi lau s6-co-la trén mat va cudi dép lai. Cau lac dau. Khi ddm ban bat
dau thao luan vé nhirng kiéu rau téc ky quac — Rashmi c6 mdt 6ng cdu tung
cao hét rau toc di tror quai ham, thi St.Clair xich lai n61 chuyén véi t61. Mat
cau ke sat mat to1, hai mat triing sau. Gigng cau khan khan. “V¢ té1 do...”

“Quén no di, chuyén nho théi ma,” té1 noi. “Minh don r61.”

“Don cai gi?”

Ec. “Khong c6 gi.”

“Minh da dap vo thtr gi sao?” Trong cau c6 veé hoi boi roi.

“Khong! Cau khong dap vo thir gi cd. Cau chi, dai khai, cdu biét...” Toi
map may moi.

St.Clair lac dau rén ri. “Minh xin 16i Anna. Minh biét ciu giit phong sach
s¢ lam.”

To61 ngoanh mat di, xau ho vi bi nhac khéo. “Khong sao dau. That day.”

“Chi it minh d& dén bon rira mat phai khong? Minh di vao phong tam
cua cdu phai khong?”
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“Trén nén nha. Va chan minh. Chi mot it!” To1 vo1 no1 thém khi nhin
thay biéu hién khi€p dam trén mat cau.

“Minh da non ra chan cau?”

“Khong sao! Minh chac chan cling lam nhu vay néu minh 1a cau.” Cau
n6i budt ra trude khi toi kip gitr lai. Toi da cd ging khong dé cap dén viéc
do. Mat St.Clair nhan lai, nhung cau chot chuyén sang maot dé tai khac
khong kém phan hoc bua.

“Minh d4...” St.Clair nhin ddm ban dé bao dam ho van hing say néi vé
16ng mat roi nhich ghé lai gan va ha giong. “Tdi ¢6 minh c6 noéi chuyén gi
khac thuong véi cau khong?”

Oi. “Khac thuong 1a sao?”

“Chi 1a... minh chi nhé d3 & trong phong cau. Nhung minh c6 thé thé 1a
chung ta da néi vé... diéu gi do.”

Tim toi dap nhanh hon, viéc hit thd ciing khé khin hon. Céu van nhé.
Mang méng. Vay 1a sao? Toi nén noi gi? Toi rat mudn biét nhiing cau tra
161, nhung t61 chua chuan bi cho cudc dbi thoai nay. Toi can thém thoi gian.

“Vé diéu gi co?”

St.Clair to ra khong thoai mai. “Minh c6 néi gi 46 ky cuc vé... tinh ban
cua chung ta khong?”

Trang phoc roi.

“Hay v€ ban gai minh?”
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Trang nita roi. T6i nhin St.Clair that lau. Mat thim quang. Pau téc chua
goi. B vai ril xudng. C4u budn ba, khong gidng ngay thuong. Toi s& khong
tang thém su kho sé& cho cau bat ké toi co6 mudn su that dén thé nao di nita.
T6i khong thé hoi. Vi néu cau thich toi thi ciing khong thé nao bat dau mot
mbi quan hé hodc duong dau voi sy tan v& ctia mdi tinh cli. Con néu ciu
khong thich t61 thi co thé toi s& mat ludn tinh ban nay. Moi viéc s€ rét trd
tréu.

Ngay ltc nay St.Clair can tinh ban.

To1 gilr nét mat ngdy ng6é nhung chan thanh. “Khong c6. Ching ta chi
n6i vé me cau. Chi co vay thoi.”

Tra 161 nhu thé 1a phai. St.Clair tréng nhe nhdm han.

Tiém banh ngot dugc trang tri bo1 nhirng tdm van day va mot chiéc dén
chum véi cac chudi pha 1é hoang ngoc phat ra tiéng kéu leng keng va téa
sang nhu vo van giot mat ong. Nguoi phu nit sau quay thu ngan xép nhiing
chiéc banh dat do vao cac hdp nau soc trang roi that thém ruy bang mau lam
va mot chiéc chudng bac. Hang nguoi ding cho tuy dai nhung ai ndy déu
c6 vé thong dong.

Mer va toi ding chd gitra hai khoi trung bay cao xap xi minh. Mot bén 1a
cai cdy dugc dung dung 1én tir nhitng chiéc banh quy macaron!', vé banh
gion rum va mong manh nhu vo trimg v6i phan nhan mém x6p ngon lanh
ma chi nhin thoéi cling lam t61 rd dai. Bén con lai 1a mét thap banh gato co
nho dugc phu kem hanh nhan va hoa ngao duong.
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[1] Mgt logi banh ngot ciia Phap, lam tir long trdng trimg, dwong bét, dwong cat, bot hanh nhan

va phdm mau. Nhdn banh thuong la mitt hodc kem bo.

Cau chuyén ctia chung t6i lai xoay quanh St.Clair. Chung t6i ludn nhic
dén cau. “Minh sg truong s dudi hoc St.Clair,” t6i nhon chan noi. Toi dang
¢ nhin vao bén trong 16p kinh lung linh phia trudc hang nguoi dai dang
dac, nhung nguoi dan 6ng mac dd soc dan theo mot chu chd con ngung
nguay da can tré tim nhin cta toi.

Mer lac dau, nhiing loan toc xodn bung ra dudi chiéc mi dan len. Chiéc
mil nay khong giong cai cua St.Clair, n6 ¢6 mau xanh dam va trong rat
trang nha.

To1 lai thich mii caa St.Clair hon.

“Cau 4y sé& khong bi dudi dau,” Mer ndi. “Josh con chua bi dudi du nd da
ctip hoc rat nhiéu. Va co hiéu truong sé& khong bao gid dudi hoc mét hoc
sinh ¢6 me bi... cau biét roi do.”

Bac bi ung thu co tir cung. Giai doan 2B. Giai doan bénh da tién xa.

T6i khong bao gid mudn nghe nhimg thir nhu xa tri hay hoéa tri lién quan
dén nguoi ma t6i quy mén, nhung bay gio ching 13 mot phan thuong nhat
trong cudc séng ctia St.Clair. Me c4u, bac Susan d3 bat dau diéu trj mot tuan
sau 1& Halloween. Bd cdu & lai California dé dwa ba di xa tri nam ngay mot
tuan va héa tri mot tudn mét lan.

St.Clair van & day.

T6i mudn giét quach bd cau. B6 me cau da ly than nhiéu nim nhung ong

ta khong chiu ly di. Ong ta nudi nhan tinh & Paris va London trong ltic bac
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Susan song c¢6 doc ¢ San Francisco. Cach vai thang ong lai vé tham béc.
Nan lai vai dém. Tai 1ap su kiém soat hay dai loai thé dé kiém ham bac.

Va sau do ong ta bo di.

Nhung vao lic nay ong ta lai ke ke bén bac trong khi St.Clair chiu dung
dau kho cach do sau tram dam. Toan bo sy viée nay lam t61 vira nghi dén da
thiy budn non. Nhitng tudn gan day, St.Clair chang con 1a chinh minh nira.
Cau khong dén 16p, diém sd thi tudt doc tham hai. Cau khong dén an sang
va ludn dung bira t6i voi Ellie. Ngoai gio 1én 16p va lic an trua, St.Clair
ngdi nhu trong bén canh 61, t6i chi con nhin thay cdu vao nhitng budi sang
to1 goi cau day di hoc.

Meredith va t6i thay phién nhau danh thic St.Clair. Vi néu chung toi
khong dap ctra am 1 thi cdu s& 13n ludn.

Canh cura tiém banh mé ra, mot con gi6 lanh vi vu tran vao. Ngon den
chum lac lu nhu keo déo. “Minh cam thay bat luc qua,” td1 ndéi. “Minh udc
co thé giap gi do.”

Mer ring minh va xoa hai canh tay. Nhitng chiéc nhdn hom nay cua no
lam tir thity tinh trong sudt, trong nhu nudc duong kéo soi. “Minh biét.
Minh ciing thé. Khong tin bd St.Clair lai khong cho cau 4y thim me vao dip
1€ Ta on.”

“Sao co?” Toi strng sot. “Chuyén xay ra khi nao vay?” Tai sao Mer biét
ma to1 lai khong?

“Tir lac bd cau ay nghe nodi vé chuyén diém so. Josh ké voéi minh 13 co
hiéu trudng da goi cho ong ta vi lo lang cho ciu 4y, nhung thay vi dé con
trai trd vé, ong ta lai bao St.Clair khong dugc bay vé cho dén khi cau bat
dau ‘cu xtr phai phép’ tro lai.”
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“Nhung lam sao cau ay tap trung dugc khi chua gip lai me chu! Bac ay
cling can St.Clair bén canh, can sy dong vién cua cau ay. Ho nén & canh

',’

nhau

“Ong ta thuong loi dung tinh hudng giéng thé nay dé ddi choi véi cau
ay.7,

Sy hiéu ky dai dang lai gdm nham t6i. “Cau gip ong ta chua? B6 St.Clair
ay?” Toi biét ong ta song gan TMOP nhung chwa ¢ co hoi dién kién, con
St.Clair thi chic chan khong giit mot birc anh 1ong khung nao ctia bo minh.

bl

“U,” Mer than trong noi. “Minh gip r6i.’
“Ong ta ra sao?”

“Ong ta... cling tir t&.”

“TU TE HA? Lam sao ong ta co thé tir té cht? P6 1a mot con quai vat!”
“Minh biét, minh biét, nhung & ngoai 6ng ta cu xir khong ché vao dau

dugc. Hay cuoi. Lai rét dep trai.” Mer dot ngot doi dé tai. “Cau c6 nghi
Josh c6 anh hudng tiéu cuc 1én St.Clair khong?”

“Josh? Khong dau. Ma ciing c6 thé. Minh khong biét. Khong co dau.”
T6i lac dau, doan ngudi nhich 1én duge vai phan. Ching t6i sap nhin thay
ké trung bay. Toi thiy thap thoang chiéc banh tac Tatin® tdo nau vang. Phia
ngoai cung 1a mot chiéc banh kem phu s6-co-la va qua mam x6i bong 10n.

[2] Banh tac tatin la chiéc banh tac dgm chat Phap voi cong thiee “lat nguwoc” kha doc dao. Voi
banh tac binh thuong, ngudi ta sé xép nhan 1én 16p bét roi cho vao 16 nuwéng, trong khi dé tac tatin,

bét sé duoe do 1én nhan roi dem nwong, khi an thi go banh ra khoi khay va lat nguoc lai.
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Luc dau moi thtr duong nhu qué phtc tap so v6i khau vi ctia toi, nhung
chi sau ba thang toi di hiéu vi sao am thyc Phap lai vang danh dén thé.
Nhiing bita an ¢ day thuc su phong phu. Céc bita téi ¢ nha hang dugc dong
dém bang gid chir khong phai vai phit ngan ngui. Khic xa ¢ My. Nguoi
Paris dao khu chg mdi ngdy dé mua trai cdy va rau cti chin mong nhat, ho
cling thuong lui téi nhitng cira hang chuyén dung dé mua phd mai, c4, thit,
bot va rugu. Con ca banh ntra chu.

T61 mé nhat cac tiém banh.

“Co vé nhu Josh dang tran an St.Clair rang song bat can ciing cha hé han
gi.” Mer nhan manh. “Minh cam thay nhu ludn phai dong vai ké x4u. ‘Day
di. Pén truong nao. Lam bai tip vé nha cua éng chua?” Con Josh thé nay,
‘K¢ xac no di anh. Chi viéc phui mong bo di thoi ma.””

“Um, nhung minh khong nghi Josh khuyén St.Clair sdng bat can. Chéc
ciu 4y biét St.Clair khong thé duong dau vao thoi diém nay.” Toi khé ling
tang. T6i udc Josh gitup d& theo chiéu huéng tich cuc hon.

Mer m¢ miéng dinh tranh luén thi t61 cat ngang. “Tro bong banh cua cau
sao ro1?”

“Phai ndé1 mon bong da chur,” nd noéi, khuon mat bung sang. Meredith da
gia nhap mot doi bong nir trong khu tir thang trudc va luyén tap hau hét moi
budi chiéu. N6 ké t6i nghe vé nhirng thir thach méi nhét trong cac budi tap
cho dén khi ching t6i tién dén gan gian banh chinh. Trudc mit ching toi,
ting hang banh tac chanh hinh vudng, banh kem mém cing phong bdi 16p
s0-cO-la nong chay, nhiing théi banh kep kem caramen trong nhu doi giay
mua ba-1é va nhiing chiéc banh dau d6 mong phu duong téa sang lung linh.

Va con rat nhiéu macaron nira.
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Macaron du loai mau sac va huong vi chat day trong hop. Tur mau co
xanh ri dén d6 hong va vang anh duong. Trong lic Mer dan do gitra cac loai
banh kem thi t61 da chon cho minh sau cai macaron.

Hoa héng. Phtic bon tir den. Cam. Qua va. Qua hd tran. Hoa violet.

Va khi nhin thidy macaron vi qué ciing keo hat thi t6i chi mudn chét ngay
tai chd. Ra t6i quay thanh todn, t6i xuyén ngén tay qua 1op vo mong gion va
liém phan nhan banh thom phung phirc dén khi khong thé thé dugc nira.
T6i bi phan tdm dén ndi mat mot luc méi nhan ra ngudi dan ong phia sau
dang ndi chuyén véi minh.

“Ho?” T6i quay lai thi thdy mot quy ong duong bé véi con chd sin cio
chan lun. Ong ta mim cuoi va chi vao chiéc hop soc cua toi. Ngudi nay
trong quen lam. Toi thé di ting gip 6ng ta rdi. Ong ta niém nd ban lién
thanh tiéng Phap.

“0.” Tbi yéu 6t quo tay va nhan vai. “Je ue parle pas...”
Té6i khéng biét...

Ong ta no6i cham lai nhung t6i van ngo ngac. “Mer 0i? Gilip v6i? Mer
01?”

Mer lién budc dén giai ctru t61. Ho trao ddi chirng mot phut, hai mét
nguoi dan ong sang bung cho dén khi Mer néi gi d6 khién ong ta ha hoc.
“Ce n’est pas possible!” Toi khong can thong thao tiéng Phép ciing biét cau
d6 1a “Oi, khong!” Ong ta budn ba nhin t6i va ho chao tam biét. Tdi ciling
ling bung chao. Bon t61 tra tién s banh ngot — Mer da chon un millefeuille,
mot loai banh x6p sira trimg va kéo toi ra khoi cira tiém.
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“Nguoi d6 1a ai? Ong ta mudn gi? Hai nguoi da noi gi vay?”

“Cau khong nhan ra 6ng iy sao?” Mer ngac nhién. “Nguoi quan 1y rap
phim nho véi dan dén do trang trén phd Ecoles d6. Ong ay dan Pouce dén
trude ky tic x4 ctia chiing ta sudt ma.”

Chiing t6i di xuyén qua mot dan bod cau chiang thém dé tam dén chuyén
sap bi hai dira t6i dAm 1én. Ching phat ra tiéng gt am 1 r6i v canh chen
chuc bay lén cao.

“Pouce nao vay?”
“Con cho san cao chan lun d6.”

A. Ra thé. Di nhién ti da gap nguoi d6 quanh day. “Nhung 6ng dy mudn
gi?”

“Ong ay thac mac tai sao lau r61 khong thay ban trai cqu. St.Clair ay
ma,” Mer néi thém trudc vé mat ro1 boi cua to1. Giong no6 chua chat. “Minh
doan hai nguoi da cung dén dé xem mot vai bd phim phai khong?”

“Thang vira r0i bon minh da dén xem mot bd cao bodi YIB! & d6.” To6i ép
ting. Ong ta nghi St.Clair va t6i dang hen ho u?

[3] Phim cao boi Y: la biét danh cho mét thé loai phim Vién Tdy mang phong cich Y néi bt
khodng gitta nhitng nam 60 ciia thé ky truée, chii yéu dwoc thuc hién boi cac dao dién Y va hing

phim Y.

Mer im lang. Ghen ti. Nhung né khong c6 1y do gi dé ghen tirc. Khong
¢ gi — khéng 6 ca - xay ra giita St.Clair va toi. Toi thé 1 toi cam thay an
tam. Toi qua lo lang cho St.Clair dé c6 thé nghi vé cau theo chiéu hudng
khdc. Ngay ltc nay cdu can sy than thuoc ma Ellie c6 thé mang lai.
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Nghi vé su than thudc, toi lai nhé Toph. T61 nho cap mét xanh 14 cua ciu
ta, nhd nhiing budi tdi muodn & rap phim bi cau ta choc cho cudi dén chay
nuédc mat. Bridge ké Toph héi tham toi, nhung gan day toi khong tro chuyén
v6i cdu ta nita vi ban nhac dang rat ban, Nhom Penny Dreadfuls dang phat
lén. Cubi cung thi ho di 1én lich cho hop ddong biéu dién dau tién. N6 dién
ra trudc Giang sinh va Anna Oliphant t61 day s€ c6 mat & do.

Chi con mot thang. To61 dang non nao cho doi.

Pang 18 tuan sau t6i c6 thé giap ho nhung bd t6i khong nghi mot ky nghi
ngan han nhu vay lai xtmg dang v6i sb tién dé toi bay vé con me t6i thi
khong du kha ning chi trd. Thanh ra mot minh tdi s& trai qua 1& Ta on & day.
Trur khi... t61 khong con mot minh nira.

T61 nhé lai tin trc Mer vira xi ra vai phut trude. St.Clair cling s€ khong
vé nha mung 1& Ta on. Moi ngudi khac, bao gom céa ban gai cdu, s& khin
gb1 vé My. Noi céach khac, chi con ching t61 & day trong ky nghi cuoi tuan

kéo dai bon ngay. Tach bi¢t vé1 moi nguo.

Y nghi d6 1am t6i lo déng subt quing dudng trd vé ky tic xa.

“Lé& Ta on vui vé! L& Ta on vui vé!!! L& Ta onnnnnn vui vé St.Clairrr...”
Cura phong St.Clair m¢ toang, cau trirng trung nhin to1, o1 mat triu nang.

Cau mac chiéc 4o thun trang gidn di va quan pajama trang soc xanh.
“Ngung. Hat. bi.”
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“St.Clair oi! Gap cau vui qua di mat!” T6i nhe ring cudi. “Cau cé biét
hom nay 13 ngay 1& khong?”

St.Clair 18 budc trd lai giwvong nhung vin dé cira cho toi. “Minh nghe
ro1,” cdu 1am bam. Toi tu di vao. Can phong... bura bon hon lan dau toi dén.
Quan 4o va khin ban chat dong khap nén nha. Nhiing chai nudc udng do
nam ngon ngang. Vat dung trong ba-16 roi rdt trén giuong, toan 1a bai vo
nhan nhtn. T6i ngdp nging hit vao. Am thap. O day c6 mui am thap.

“Minh thich cai cach cau tmg xr v&1 noi nay. Ra chat sinh vién [am.”

“Néu cau dén day chi dé phé phan thi cau co6 thé ve roi1 day,” St.Clair rén
ri qua go1 nam.

“Khoéng vé. Cau biét minh nghi gi vé nhimng tha 1on xon. Ching chira
day nhitng nguy co.”

Cau thd dai ngao ngan.

T6i nhiac mot chong sach ra khoi ghé, vai birc trang phac hoa roi ra. Tat
ca déu 1a hinh trai tim v& bang bat chi. Trudc day toi chi thay St.Clair
nguéch ngoac nhiing thar khong dau. Du vé mat k¥ thuat Josh gioi hon,
nhung nhiing birc tranh nay thuc sy dep. Tran ddy manh liét. Va dam mé.

T6i nhit chung tir nén nha. “Tuyét qua. Cau vé& chung khi nao vay?”

Im lang.

T6i té nhi kep nhitng trai tim vao trong cudn sach vé chinh quyén cia

cdu, can than dé khong 1am chung nhau nat thém. “Hom nay chung ta s& in
muimng. Cau 13 nguoi duy nhat minh quen biét con sot lai ¢ Paris day.”
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St.Clair cau nhau. “Khong nhiéu nha hang phuc vu moén ga tdy nhoi

29

dau.
“Minh khong can ga ty, chi can tin huong khong khi ngay hom nay
thoi. Khong ai ngoai kia” — toi chi ra ngoai cira s6 du cau khong nhin theo —

“bict at giap gi cad.”

St.Clair siét chit tim chan. “Minh dén tir London. Minh ciing khong an
mung ngay nay.”

“Cho xin di. C4u d3 noéi ngay tir dau rang cdu 1a nguoi My. Nhé khong?
Cau khong thé thay doi quéc tich dé phu hop nhu cau cua ciu. Hom nay
ngudi dan nudc ta s& cing nhdi nhét banh nudng va thit ham, chiing ta cling
can hoa minh vao sy kién d6.”

C‘Hfr.ﬁj

Moi nguoi dién ra khong theo ké hoach. Pa dén luc thay do6i chién thuat.
To1 ngd1 bén mép giuong va lac ban chan cau. “Lam on? Lam on di ma?”

Van la mgt sy im lang.

“Thoi nao. Minh can phai [am chuyén gi d6 vui vé con cau can ra khoi
phong.”

Tiép tuc im ling.
N&i that vong cta t6i dang cao. “Cau biét hém nay véi hai chung ta déu
dang ghét co ma? Cau khong phai nguoi duy nhat bi ket lai. Minh s& danh

d6i bat ky thtr gi dé dugc ¢ nha.”

Im lang.
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T6i cham rdi hit mot hoi sau. “Hay lam. Cau mudn biét phai khong?
Minh lo léng cho cau. Moi nguoi déu lo léng cho cau. Quy than oi, bon
minh d4 lo cho cdu miy tudn nay va minh 1a dira duy nhat mé miéng! Mot
chuyén t¢ hai da xdy ra, t€ hon la bon minh khong thé noi hay lam gi dé
thay d6i sy that d6. Y minh 1a minh chang thé 1am gi va minh ghét trong
thiy cdu nhu bay gio. Cau biét sao khong?” Toi dimg 1én. “Minh khong
nghi me cau mudn cdu hanh ha ban than vi nhitng chuyén cau khong thé
khéng ché. Bac s& khong mudn cdu budng tha. Minh nghi bac mudn nghe
that nhiéu tin vui khi cdu vé nha vao thang sau...”

“Pung hon 1a NEU thang sau minh dugc vé nha...”

“KHI cau vé nha bac ay s€ mudn thay cau vui vé.”

“Vui vé?” St.Clair n6i1 dién. “Lam sao minh c6 the...”

“Puogc 161, khong vui vé,” to61 voi ndi. “Nhung me cau s¢ khong muodn
thay cau u rli thé nay. Bac s€ khong muon nghe tin cau tron hoc va budng
xudi moi chuyén. Bac muon thay cau tét nghi€p, nho khong? Cau da dén rat
gan 161 St.Clair. BPurng lam moi chuyén ro1 tung 1€n thé.”

Im lang.

“Hay day.” That khong cong bang va khong hop 1y khi to61 nd1 gian véi
St.Clair, nhung t61 khong thé nin nhin dugc. “Ct nam d6 ma rii ruoi di. Bo
cudc di. Tan huong ngay bi tham cia cau trén giuwong di.” T61 bo nhao ra

cua. “Co 1€ cau khong phai ngudi ma minh da nghi.”

“P6 1a ngudi thé nao?” Cau hoi chua chat vang 1én.
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“La nguoi sé chui ra khoi giwdng cho du cudc doi anh ta c¢6 1a mot dong
phan. La nguoi s& goi dién thoai cho me anh ta dé chuc mung 18 Ta on thay
vi lang tranh boi phai nghe thay nhiing diéu me néi. La nguoi s& khong dé
6ng bd khon nan cia anh ta gianh phan thang. Nhung chac minh da lam.
Noi ndy” — t6i chi tay quanh phong va du St.Clair quay lung vé phia toi thi
t6i van biét cdu dang chét lang — “at han rat hop véi cau. Chic ciu may
man. Nghi 1& vui vé nhé. Minh ra ngoai day.”

Canh ctra dan khép lai thi toi nghe thay tiéng kéu. “Poi da...”

St.Clair m¢ cura ra. Hai mat cau mo duc, hai canh tay rii xudng. “Minh
khong biét phai no1 gi,” sau cung cau noi.

“Pung nodi gi ca. Bi1 tdm, mac quan 40 am va dén tim minh. Minh s€ &
trong phong.”

Hokok

Hai muoi phut sau t61 don St.Clair vao phong, nhe long khi nhin toc cau
won uét. Cau da taim goi.

“Vao day.” Toi dé St.Clair ngd1 xudng trude givdong va chup lay mot cai
khan vo qua mai toc sam mau cua cau. “Cau s€ bi cam lanh mat tho61.”

“P6 1a chuyén khong tudng, cau biét ma.” St.Clair khong ngin toi lai.
Vai phut sau cdu khé thd dai, nghe nhu mot tiéng thé phao. Tai tiép tuc lau
toc cAu mot cach cham rdi, can than. “Chung ta s¢ di dau?” St.Clair hoi khi
t6i lau toc xong. Toc cau van udt, may lon toc xodn dang vao nép.

“Toc cau dep qua,” to1 de nén thoi thuc duoc lua tay qua do.

St.Clair khit miii.
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“Minh n6i nghiém tic day. Chac nhiéu nguoi timg néi thé roi, nhung that
su toc cau dep 1am.”

T6i khong thé nhin thdy nét mat St.Clair nhung giong cdu trd nén ling 18.
“Cam on.”

“Pung khach sdo,” toi trang trong néi. “Minh khong chac ching ta sé di
dau. Minh nghi chi can rdi khoi day... chung ta s& biét noi can dén.”

“Cai gi?” cau hoi. “Khéng co6 ké hoach. Khong co 16 trinh chi tiét gi hét
ha?”

To1 quét khan vao gay cau. “Coi chung déy. Minh s€ vach ra mot 10
trinh.”

“Chtia oi, khong can. Nghe thoi di thdy 6n roi.” Toi ctr tudong St.Clair
néi that cho dén khi cau toét mi¢ng cuoi. TO1 lai danh ciqu, nhung tan day
1ong t6i nhe nhdm dén ndi suyt bat khoc. DA may tuan rong t6i khong nhin
thiy cau cuoi.

Tinh téo lai di Anna. “Gidy. Minh cin gidy.” T6i x0 d6i giay thé thao vao
. y glay giay
chan, lay 4o khoac mua dong ro61 dén mii va gang tay. “Mi cau dau r61?”

Cau liéc t6i. “Ua, me Mer d6 ha? Con c6 can quang thém khian khong?
Troi sé lanh 1am phai khong me yéu?”

“Cau ngon lanh day, cir dé lanh cong dén chét di nhé. Thir xem minh c6
quan tdm khong.” Nhung St.Clair lién lay chiéc mil len ra khoi tai 4o va doi
né 1én dau. Lan nay nu cuoi tron ven va rang rd cua cau da lam t61 ban loan.
Tim t61 ngung dap.
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T6i ctr ngdy ra nhin cho dén khi nu cuoi d6 tan bién va thay bang anh
mit do héi.

Gio thi dén luot toi trd nén ling 18. “Ching ta di thoi.”

K& hoach cta minh kia rdi!”

St.Clair nhin theo mit t6i hudng dén khdi kién trac mai vom khéng 16.
Bau troi Paris, tir lac nhiét d6 ha xuéng luén déu din khoac tAm 4o mau
xam tim, da lam né b6t lung linh 10ng 1ay di mot chit, nhung trong mét toi
n6 van khong kém thu hut chit néo.

“Di¢n Pathéon?” cau than trong hoi.

“Minh di dén ddy ba thang roi ma van chua tham quan chd d6.” Toi
nhay 1én via hé huéng dén khéi kién trac db so kia.

St.Clair nhan vai. “N6 13 mot dén tho.”
T6i dirng bude nhin ddm dam, cdu phai day toi vé trude dé t6i khong bi
mot chiéc xe buyt du lich mau xanh can qua. “O, dung roi. Mot dén tho.

Sao khong nghi ra nhi?”

St.Clair liéc t61 qua khoe mat va mim cuoi. “Dén tho 1a noi gin gitr mo
phan cua nhitng nguoi noi1 tiéng ¢6 anh hudng sau sac dén quoc gia.”
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“Co thé thoi ha?” Toi cam thiy hoi that vong. N6 trong nhu thé it nhat
cling 13 noi trao vwong mién cho cac vi vua hay diéu gi d6 tuong tu.

St.Clair nhudng mot bén may.

“Minh khong noi1 lang m¢ va bia tudng niém thi & dau ciing c6. Nhung
chd d6 phai co gi khac biét cha?” Ching toi tréo 1én nhitng bic thang va
chiéu cao ctia nhitng cay cot that sy lam t6i choang ngop. T6i chua bao gidr

dén gan nhu thé nay.

“Minh khong biét. Minh nghi khong ¢ gi dau. Du sao no ciing chi xép
loai hai.”

“Loai hai? Chéc cu dang dua.” Gio day, to6i cam théy bi xtc pham. To61
thich dién Panthéon. Khong ding, to1 YEU dién Panthéon. “Nhirng ai dugc
chon & d6?” T6i hoi don.

“0). Rousseau, Marie Curie, Louis Braille, Victor Hugo...”

“Téc gia Thang gt va nha tho Pirc Ba phai khong?”

“Chinh xac. Voltaire. Dumas. Zola.”

“Troi, cau khong thé néi nhimg nguoi dé khong gay an tuong.” Toi nhan
ra nhitng cai tén dau rang toi khong biét hét cong trang ctia ho.

“Minh dau c6 noi vay.” St.Clair moc vi tién va tra phi vao cong. Toi
gianh tra tién vi day la y tuéng cua t61 nhung cqu khong chiu. “Lé Ta on vui

veé,” cau noi1, dua vé cho to1. “Hay cung vao xem may nguoi thién c6 nao.”

Chung t61 dugc chao don bdi vo sO mai vom, cot tru va ctra to vo. Moi
thtr déu to 16n va tron tria. Nhitng buc bich hoa vi dai vé cac thanh, chién
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binh va thién than duoc t6 v& trén moi btrc twong. Ching toi ¢ ling 18 trim
trd di qua nhitng phién da hoa cuong trir lac St.Clair chi mét ngudi vi dai
nhu Joan of Arc!!! hay Thanh Genevieve, vi thanh bdo hd Paris. Cau ké
Thanh Genevieve da ctru thanh pho khéi nan d6i kém. Toi nghi ba 13 ngudi
that nhung lai ngai khong dam hoi, Mdi khi & bén cau, to6i luon mic cam véi
lwong kién thtc it 61 ctia minh.

[1] Joan of Arc (1412-1431): nit anh hung dan toc Phap, duwoc phong thanh vao nam 1920.

Mot qua cau bang dong du dua trén diém cao nhat cia mai vom trung
tam. To61 khong thé ki€ém ché dugc nira. “Cai gi theé kia?”

St.Clair nhun vai va nhin quanh tim dugc bién bao.
“Soc qua. Minh ctr nghi cai gi cau cling biét.”

Ciu da tim ra mot tam bang. “Con lac Foucault’?l. O. Chac chan r6i.”
Cau ngudc lén ngudng mo.

[2] Thi nghiém ciia nha vit Iy hoc Jean Bernard Léon Foucault chitng t6 Trdi Pat tw quay quanh

truc cua no.

Tam bang duoc viét bang tiéng Phap nén toi doi cdu giai thich, nhung
doi mai khong nghe thay gi. “Sao ha?”

St.Clair chi vao vong tron do dac nam trén nén dat. “No thé hién su xoay
tron ctia Trai Pat. Thay khong? Puong di cta con lac dé lai trén mat phang
nay thay doi mdi gio. Thua vi that déy,” cau vura noi vira ngudce 1én tran nha,
“Nhung thi nghiém nay khéng can hoanh trang nhu vy dé chimg minh
quan diém cua Ong ta.”

“Dung 1a nguoi Phap!”
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Cau mim cuoi. “D1 nao, hady xem qua khu ham md.”

“Ham mo?” Toi dong ctimg. “Ham mo thdt sy Ay ha?”

“Vay chir cau nghi thi thé duoc chén ¢ dau?”

T6i hiing hin ho. “U. Png dung. Him mo. Pi théi.”

“Néu cau khong thiy so.”

“Luc & nghia trang minh da so 1am ha?” St.Clair sitng so con t6i thi xau
h6 gan chét. Toi khong thé fin minh vira nhic lai chuyén ¢ Pére-Lachaise.
Pung r6i, danh lac hudng. T6i can danh lac hudng! Toi thét ra y nghi dau
tién 16e 1én trong dau. “Pua nao!” Thé 14 téi phong dén 16i vao ham mo gan
nhat. Tiéng dam chan huynh huych cia t6i vang vong khip dén tho lam
toan bg du khach tron trung.

Toi. S&. Chét. Vi. X4u. HO. Mit.

©STENT: http://www.luv-ebook.com

Nhung, dung mot cai, St.Clair chay vot qua toi. To61 ngd ngang bat cuoi
va tang tc dudi theo. Chiing t6i dang bam dudi quyét liét thi mot nhan vién
bao vé dit din vot ra trude mat hai dia. St.Clair lién dimg lai va to1 va sam
phai cau. Cau giir toi lai trong luc anh bao vé ming ching t6i xdi xa. Hai
ma t6i bo bimg, nhung trude khi t6i bay t6 su hdi 16i thi St.Clair dd xuat
chiéu. Anh bao vé ngudi ngoai va tha chiing toi di chi sau mét phit 6n ton
qué trach nira.

Lai gidng luc & Pére-Lachaise. St.Clair t6 ra vénh vao.

“Lic nao cau cling dugc tha bong.”
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St.Clair bat cudi, khong tranh cai vi biét t6i néi diing. Nhung tdm trang
clia cdu thay d6i ngay khoanh khac nhin thdy cau thang. Cau thang hinh
xo04n 6¢ dan xuéng khu hdm mo rat déc va hep. Su cau ban cta toi bi thay
thé bang ndi lo khi toi nhin thay sy khiép dam trong mat cau. Toi da quén
ching so do cao cua St.Clair.

“Cau biét day... minh khong thuc sy muén xem ham md dau,” to1 noi.

Cai liéc mit cua St.Clair budc toi im lang. Cau quyét tim bam 1iy buc
tuong da san sui va cham chap di xudng. Timg budc. Timg budc. Tirng
burde. Cau thang tuy khong dai nhung hanh trinh di xudng that su nghet tho.
Sau cung chung t6i ciing xudng dén noi va mot nhom du khach thiéu kién
nhan di sau noén néng chen 18én. Toi voi xin 16i St.Clair — that ngd ngan moi
dua cdu dén ddy — nhung ciu di ngit 16i. “Ham mo nay 16n hon minh
nghi.” Giong cdu cang thang va hoi ha. Cau khong nhin toi.

Mot chiéu danh lac hudng. T6t. Toi nhan duogc tin hiéu cia ciu roi.
“Minh vira nghe ai d6 néi rang hAm mo nay bao quat toan bo phan dudi
khéi kién trac. Minh ctr tudng twong ra vo sé quan tai chira day xuong co,
nhung noi nay cling khong qua t¢.”

“Chi it ciing khong c6 dau lau hodc xuong dui.” Mot trang cudi gia tao.

Thuc té 1 ham md sang trung. Dudi nay tuy lanh 180 nhung sach sg,
thra thot va tring toat. Khong gidéng mot cin ham. Nhung St.Clair van bon
chon va 16ng ngéng. Toi chi vao mot buc tugng. “Nay, nhin kia! C6 phai
Voltaire khong?”

Chung t0i di doc hanh cac hanh lang. T6i ngac nhién boi sy trong trii

xung quanh. Co rat nhiéu khoang tréng cho nhitng ngdi mo trong tuong lai.
Tham quan dugc mot lac, St.Clair da thu gian tr¢ lai, chung t61 ban vé
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nhirng chuyén vun vat nhu bai kiém tra Toan tuan truéc va chiéc 4o khoéc
da ky di ma gan day Steve Caver hay mic. D3 vai tuan nay, chung t6i khong
tro chuyén dang hoang. Cam giac lic nay tira tua... trudc ddy. Bong mot
giong My the thé cit 1én phia sau.

“Dung di sau thang dé. Chung ta s& mic ket & ddy ca ngay day.”
St.Clair gong 1én.
“Pang 18 n6 nén ¢ nha néu nd qua so vai ba céi cau thang.”

T6i dinh quay lai thi bi St.Clair gitt tay. “Pung. Han ta khong dang dé
cau lam thé.” C4u 16i t6i di vao hanh lang bén canh va t61 co géng doc mot
cai tén duoc khic trén tudng nhung vi dang bdc hoa nén t6i chi thay nhiing
cham den. St.Clair dang cing nhu day dan. Toi can phai 1am mot diéu gi do.

T6i nheo mit tap trung dé nhin ra cai tén d6. “Emily Zola. Nguoi phu nit
thr hai minh thay dudi ndy. Ba ay co su tich gi khac khong?”

Trude khi St.Clair kip tra 1oi thi giong noi the thé kia lai vot ra. “Emile
co ma.” Ching t6i quay dau thi thiy mot gi dom dang mic 4o ni Euro
Disney. “Emile Zola 13 dan 6ng.”

Mit t6i nong ran. Toi tam lay canh tay St.Clair kéo di nhung St.Clair da
ding d6i dién véi ga ta. “Emike Zola dd 1a dan 6ng,” cau stra lai. “Con mdy
1a mot thang khén. Sao may khong lo viéc ciia minh va dé cho co ay yén!”

Pé ¢é dy yén, yén, yén! Tiéng réng ciia cdu Am vang khap ham mo. G
Euro Disney bang hoang trudc con bung nd nén voi vang quay lai bén cb vo
dang G ¢. Ai ndy déu nhin tran tr6i, miéng ha hoc. St.Clair giat tay toi 16i
dén cau thang con toi lo lang cho diéu khip xay ra. Luong adrenaline da
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dua cau Ién hét cau thang xoan 6c¢, nhung ngay khi co thé cau nhan ra van
dé thi cau dot ngdt dung lai va ldo ddo lui vé sau.

To1 vo1 dO lung cau. “Minh ¢ day ro1.”

St.Clair quynh quang bau chat 1dy ngon tay toi. Toi diu dang dan cau di
1én cho dén khi chung t61 trd lai khu vue c¢6 mai vom, cot tru va céng to voO
— khoang khong gian m¢ ¢ gian chinh. St.Clair budng t61 ra va nga sup vao
bang ghé gan nhat. Cau guc xudng nhu thé sip non. Toi doi cau 1én tiéng.

Cau khong noi gi.

T6i ngdi xudng ghé véi cau. Biang ghé nay 1a vat ky niém Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry, tac gia cudn Hodng tir bél. Ong d3 qua doi trong mot tai
nan may bay nén toi nghi khong con sot lai chit gi d@é cho vao mot ngdi mo
bén duéi. Toi nhin ngdm moi ngudi hi hody chup lai nhiing btrc bich hoa.
To1 doi theo ngudi bao vé da quo trach chung to61 ban nay. Nhung t61 khong
nhin vao St.Clair.

[3] Tén tiéng Anh: The Little Prince, dwoc xudt ban 1943. Tac pham da dwoc dich sang hon 250

ngoén ngir va dén nay da ban dwoc trén 200 triéu ban khdp thé gidi.

Cuo1 cung cau ngudce 1én. Giong cau diém tinh. “Bon minh di tim ga tay
cho bira to1 nhé?”

Hokok

Chung t6i mét kha nhiéu thoi gian dé tham khao cac thuc don trude khi
chon duogc noi thich hgp. Cudc tim kiém tré thanh mot trd choi, mot man
truy lung dé ching t6i ddm minh vao d6. Bon t6i can phai quén cai ga trong
ham mo, quén rang minh dang khong duoc ¢ nha.
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Sau cung, chung t6i ciing tim ra mdt nha hang c¢6 quang cao “Bira tdi 18
Ta on kiéu My”. Hai dira ho reo va t6i nhun nhay giai diéu chién thing.
Chui nha hang bj kinh dong trude sy htimg khdi ctia bon toi nhung van xép
chd nhu binh thuong. “Tuyét voi,” St.Clair néi khi mén chinh duge don ra.
Cau nang ly nudc 16ng lanh va mim cuoi.

“Chung ta s€ uong vi da tim duoc bira to1 ga tﬁy dung chuan ¢ Paris
:
Ilély.”

To1 cling mim cudi. “Uong vi me cau.”

Nu cuoi cta St.Clair nhat di trong tich tic nhung trd lai ngay ¢ muc nhe
nhang hon. “Uéng vi me.” Bon t61 cung ly.

“Um... cau khong can phai noi néu cau khong mudn, nhung me cau thé
ndo rdi?” Loi 18 ¢t tudn ra khoi mi¢ng to1. “Xa tri ¢d lam bac mét khong?
Bac an ubng c6 day du khong? Minh doc duge néu khong boi thuée mdi
dém thi c6 thé bi sam da va minh chi thac mac...” Téi ngac nga khi trong
thay biéu cam cua ciu, ctr nhu thé t6i dang moc thém cip nga vay. “Minh
xin 16i. Minh toc mach qu4, minh s& im...”

“Khong,” St.Clair ngat 1oi. “Khong phai vay dau. Chang qua... cdu la
nguoi dau tién biét may cai d6. Lam sao... 1am sao ma...?”

“0, rm. Minh lo léng nén da tim toi tu liéu mot chat. Thé nén minh. ..
biét thé,” toi 4p ung két thuc.

St.Clair im lang trong mot thoang. “Cam on nhé.”

To1 nhin xuong manh khan an trén dui. “Co gi dau...”
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“Cé6 chtr. Cau da lam mot viée rat y nghia. Khi minh thir tro chuyén véi
Ellie thi c6 ay bi€t cai khi khd...” cdu im bat nhu thé da 16 1o61. “Du sao
cling cam on cau.”

Toi1 bat gdp anh nhin dam dam cua cau. “Pung khach sdo,” t61 noi.

Chiing t6i danh ca budi tdi dé noéi vé bac Susan. Pén khi roi nha hang
chiing t6i van noi vé bac. Rdi hai dira tan bo doc song Seine. Mat trang tron
vanh vanh va dén duong sang trung. St.Clair tiép tuc cau chuyén dén khi
cam thay nhe nhdm han.

4

Cau ngimg lai. “Minh da khong ¢6 ¥ 1am thé.”

T61 hit sdu mui dong song de chiu va khoan khodi. “Minh mung vi cau
da hanh dong nhu vay.”

Chiing t6i dang trén dudng trd lai ky tic x4 thi cdu chi dau ludng Iy va
thét 1én, “Minh xem phim di. Minh chua muén vé.”

St.Clair khong can dé nghi dén 1an tht hai, Ching t6i tim ra rap dang
chiéu phim méi, mot bo phim hai ré tién ciia My va & lai dé xem xuét kép!“.
To61 khong nhé lan cudi cung minh cuodi sac sua nhu thé 1a khi nao, bén
canh t6i, St.Clair con cudi nhiéu hon. Hai gio sang chiing t6i méi vé dén ky
tic x4. Ban 18 tan ving hoe con dén phong Nate thi tat ngiim.

[4] Sudt chiéu hai phim lién tuc véi gid vé mot phim.
“Minh nghi chiing ta 1a nhitng dira duy nhat con ¢ lai day,” cau noi.

“Vay khong ai phién 10ng khi minh 1am thé nay dau nhi!” Téi nhay 1én
ban va didm chan t6i lui theo kiéu duyét binh. St.Clair réng lén mot bai hat
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va toi lac lu theo giong cau. Khi St.Clair hat xong tdi bén cti chao mot cach
khoa truong.

“Nhanh lén!” Cau noi.

“Ha?” Toi nhay xubng. Nate & day u? Anh ta c6 thiy khong?

Nhung khi St.Clair da chay dén chd cau thang bd. Cau mé cira va hét
lén. Tiéng vang lam ching t6i nhay dung, nhung sau d6 hai dia cung hét
toang nhu mudn bé phoi. That 1a sudng. St.Clair dudi theo toi dén thang
may va chung t61 cung Ién san thugng. Cau lui lai, cudi1 khung khuc khi t61
¢ gang khac nhd vao bang quang céo d6 16t. Gi6 thoi qua manh va toi phun
truot, vi thé toi chay vong xudng hai ting theo 16i thang bo. Cau thang ky
tuc x4 rong va viing chai, St.Clair chay ngay sau lung to1 cach c6 vai budc.

Bon t61 da xudng dén tang cua cau.

“0...” St.Clair ndi. Cau chuyén kéo dai may tiéng cua tui toi lan dau tién
c6 dau hi¢u dung lai.

T6i nhin cau. “Um. Ngii ngon nhé.”

“Mai gip. Bita sang mudn ¢ tiém banh kép nhé?”
“Nghe hay do.”

“Trir phi...” cdu 4p Gng.

Tru phi cai gi? St.Clair ngdp ngung. Gidy phut do tro1 di. Toi nhin cau do
hoi nhung cau ngoanh mat di.

“Puoc r6i.” That kho kim nén ndi that vong trong giong minh. “Sang
gip nhé.” Toi budc xudng va liéc lai St.Clair dang nhin t6i chim cham. To6i
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vay tay. Cau van dimg tro nhu tuong. To6i di qua canh cira dan vao tang
minh va lic ddu. Chang hiéu sao chuyén giira tui toi luén di tir hoan hio dén
ky quai. Ctr nhu tui toi khéng cé kha ning twong tac gidng nguoi binh
thuong vay. Quén no di, Anna.

Cura thang méay mo ra.

Tim t61 ngung dap.

St.Clair trong co vé rat cing thang. “Lau lam rdi minh khong c6 mot
ngay tuyét voi nhu hom nay.” Cau chdm chap budc dén gan t6i. “Minh

khong mudn cham dat nhu vdy. Ngay lic nay, minh khong muén & mot
minh.”

“U.” T6i khong thé duoc.

Cau ding lai, tham do khuén mat té1. “Minh & lai véi cau duge khong?
Minh khong muébn cdu cam thay khong thoai mai...”

“Khong c6! Y minh la...” Pau oc t61 quay cuong, chang nghi duoc gi
ntra. “Puoc. Puoc chu, tat nhién, duoc ma.”

St.Clair ling nguoi trong gidy lat va roi gat dau.

Toi1 161 s¢ day chuyén khoéi ¢6 va tra chia khda vao 6. Cau doi sau lung
to1. Tay toi run lay bay trong luc mé cua.
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St.Clair dang ngdi trén nén nha. Cau ném gidy ngang qua phong khién
chung téng manh vao ctra. Ram. Do 1a tiéng dong dau tién tir lac chung toi
vao phong.

“Xin 16i.” Cau lung ting. “Minh nén dé gidy & dau nhi?”

Trudce khi to1 kip tra 161 St.Clair da néi vu vo. “Ellie nghi minh nén di
San Francisco. Minh di xuyt mua vé may bay hang ta 1an nhung me minh
khong mudn minh lam nhu vdy. Néu bdé minh khong muén thi me minh
cling khong muén. Lam thé s& cang khién tinh hinh cang thang hon.”

To1 giat minh béi cau chuyén cau vira tho 19.

“Thinh thoang minh tu héi c6 phai Ellie...” Gigng cau tram dic. “Mudn
minh bién di cho nhe ng khong.”

St.Clair chua bao gid ké vé ban gai cau. Tai sao lai 1a bay gio? To6i khong
nghi minh phai bao vé chi ta. Toi xép gidy ciia St.Clair canh giay toi dé
tranh nhin ciu. “C6 18 chi 4y mét moi vi phai nhin thiy cau kho s¢. Nhém
minh cling cam thdy nhu vay,” t6i b sung. “Chéin chin... minh chac 1a chi
ay van mé man cdu nhu trude.”

“Um.” St.Clair nhin t6i cat gidy va moi méc moi thi trong tai. “Con céu
thi sao?” Mot phut sau cau hoi.

“Minh sao cai gi?”

St.Clair nhin déng ho. “Anh chang téc mai dai. Thang sau cdu s& gip anh
ta do.”

St.Clair dang tai dung... cai gi nhi? Mot 1an ranh u? Cau da mé 101 trude
va toi phai huia theo? Trir viéc toi khong thuc su hao hing cho lam.
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Du sao cdu ciing nhiac dén Ellie truéc. “Um, minh néng long mudn gip
lai cau éy. Toph vui tinh 1am, cu sé& thich cho xem. Minh s& xem ban nhac
cua cau éy choi trong dip Giang sinh. Toph 1a m§t anh chang rat tuyét, cau
thue su s thich cau ay. O, minh vira noi cdu d6 r6i phai khong? Cau sé
thich cho xem. Toph rat 1a... vui tinh.”

Im mom di, Anna. Im. Di.

St.Clair théo ra — deo vao — roi lai théo ra chiéc dong ho deo tay.

“Minh mét qua rdi,” t6i noi. Do 1a su that. Nhimg 1an budn chuyén véi
St.Clair 1am t6i kiét strc. Toi bo 1én giwong va tuw hoi cau sé lam gi. Nam
trén san nha? Hay trd vé phong? Nhung St.Clair lai dit dong ho deo tay 1én
ban hoc, tréo 1én giuong t6i roi ndm bén canh t6i. Cau nam trén 16p chin
con t6i nam dudi. Quan 4o cua ching toi van rat chinh té, chi thiéu mdi
giay. Tinh hinh nhin chung vé cung kho xu.

St.Clair nhom day. Téi tin chic cau sap rdi di va khong biét nén cam thay
nhe nhdm hay that vong. Nhung roi... cat tit dén. Phong toi toi den nhu
muc. Cau léng ngong tim dudng trd lai giwong nhung lai va vao canh
giuong.

“0ai,” St.Clair kéu 1én.

“Nay, ¢6 mot cai giudng & d6 ddy nhé.”

“Cam on vi da canh bao,”

“Khong c6 chi.”

“0 day lanh cong ludn. Cau bat quat hay thir gi twong tu 4?7
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“Gi6 thoi d6 ma. Cira s phong minh khong dong khit duge. Minh da
nhét khin bén dudi nhung khong kha hon 12 may,”

Cau md mam quanh giuong va tréo 1én. “Ui,” ciu noi.

“Gi the?”

“That lung cua minh. Co ky cuc khong néu...”

To1 mung 1a St.Clair khong thé thay to1 do6 mat. “Khong sao.” To1 lang
nghe tiéng that lung da cta cau tudt khoi con dia quan. Cau nhe nhang dat
né 1én san go.

“Um,” cau noi. “Cé ky cuc khong néu...”

“Co day.”

“Hu, dung nong. Minh khong nd1 dén quan dai. Minh chi mu6n dap

r

chan. Gi6 lua khiép qud.” St.Clair chui vao va gi¢ day ching t6i nam canh
nhau. Trén chiéc giwong nho hep cta toéi. Budn cudi & chd toi khong bao
gi0 nght lan dau td61 ngu cung con trai s€ chi la... ngu cung.

“Bay gid chung ta chi con can Muwoi sdu ngon nén'') va tro Su that hay
Théch thirc nira théi.”

[1] Tén tiéng Anh: Sixteen Candle, mét b phim hai My danh cho lira tuéi thanh thiéu nién.
Cau hung hang ho. “C-cai gi?”

“M6t bo phim den, dé cu a. Vi minh dang nghi d3 lau rdi minh khong
qua dém voi ai.”
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C6 mot khoang ling. “0O.”

(13 2

(13 29

“St.Clair a.”
“Oi.”
“Khuy tay ctia cdu dang tra tan lung minh day.”

“Khi that. Xin 15i nhé.” Cau tir tir xoay tré cho dén khi hai dira cting cam
théy d& chiu. Chan ciu tua vao chan toi. T6i cam théy tran tryi va ling tang
bat chap c6 hai 16p quan dai chan giita hai dtra. St.Clair lai xé dich va gio
day toan bd chan toi déu ap vao chan ciu. Toi ngiri thiy toc cdu. Hirm.

KHONG!

Tiéng nudt khan ctia t6i nghe rd mén mot. Cau lai ho. Toi ¢b ging khong
nhuc nhich. Sau vén ven vai phit ma twa hd nhu vai gio, hoi thé St.Clair
cham dan, co thé cdu tha 1ong. Toi ciing bat dau thu gidn. Toéi mudn khic
ghi mui huong d6, nhé mai cam gidc lan da dudi canh tay cau dang ap vao
tay t0i va ca co thé vitng chai cua cdu nita. DU ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra, toi van
nhé s& nhd mai thoi khic nay.

To61 ngdm nhin nét mat nghiéng nghiéng cua cau. BoO moi, vién miii, mi
mat. St.Clair that dep trai.
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Gi6 dap vao mit kinh, tiéng dén khé kéu vo vo ngoai hanh lang. Cau da
chim sau vao giéc ngu. Bao lau roi cau méi duoc nghi ngoi that sy nhi? Tim
to1 lai dap thinh thich mgt cach kho chiu. Tai sao téi quan tam qua nhiéu
dén cau nhu thé? Tai sao t6i lai wdc minh dimg quan tim? Lam sao mot con
ngudi lai c6 thé 1am t6i ludn cam thay boi réi nhu vay?

Cam giac nay 13 sao? Duc vong u? Hay con gi khac? Liéu ti c6 thé van
cO cam giac vdi cau ma khong can duoc dap lai? St.Clair da tho 10 1a cau
thich t6i. Cho du luc d6 cdu dang say thi it nhiéu ciing phai c6 mot phan sy
that trong 101 n6 d6. Ping khong nhi?

T6i khong biét nira.

MBOi 1an & gan St.Clair, t6i déu khong biét troi dat gi. Cau rac vao gan toi
trong ltc ngl. Hoi thd ciia cdu pha vao co toi am nong. To6i khong biét gi
nita. Cau dep trai va hoan my. Toi ty hoi néu cau... néu toi...

OSTENT

Mot tia sang roi vao mét 1am t6i h6t hai nheo maét lai. Anh sang ban
ngay. Nhiing con sd dé chét trén dong ho cua t6i chi 11:27. Toi dd ngii quén
u? Hom nay 13 ngdy may? T6i nhin co thé nam canh minh. Suyt nita t6i da
la toang 1én.

To1 da khong nam mo.

Miéng cau hé ra, tdm chan bi hat xa. Mot tay cau dat trén bung. Ao cau
vén cao, dé 10 phan eo. Anh mat t6i déng cimg.

Quy than thién dia oi. Toi vira ngu véi St.Clair.
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To6i khong NGU than mat véi St. Clair. Chac chan luén. Nhung toi da
ngu vdi cau.

To1 da ngu vé1 mot chang trai! To61 chui tot vao chan va cudi toe toét. Toi
MUON ké chuyén nay véi Bridge. Nhung ma... liéu noé c6 maéch lai véi
Toph khong? To6i khong thé ké cho Mer vi nd s& ghen, nhu vy toi ciing
khong thé ké cho Rashmi va Josh. T6i chot nhan ra minh khong thé tiét 1o
chuyén nay vdi bat ky ai. Chuyén nay c6 phai sai 1am khong nhi?

T6i muén nam lai cang lau cang tot nhung cai bang quang cua toi da
chién thang. Khi t6i tir nha vé sinh vé phong, St. Clair dang nhin ra ngoai
ctra s6. Cau quay lai va bat cuoi. “Toc cau chia ra bon phuong tdm hudng
roi kia.” Cau minh hoa bang cach xoe ngoén tay khip dau nhu may nhanh
gac nai.

“Nhin lai minh r61 hang n61 nhé.”
“Hu, toc minh trong c6 vé dugc danh roi1 ty nhién ma. Mat nhiéu nam
minh mdi nhan ra cach tot nhat dé cé kiéu téc 16n xon nay la phai hoan toan

mac ké n6 di.”

“Y cau la tréng minh rit gém phai khong?” Toi liéc qua guong va
choang vang nhan ra ban than khong khac gi mot con quai vat co sung.

“Khong dau. Minh thich vé ngoai cia cau.” St. Clair toét miéng cuoi,
nhit 1ay that lung trén san. “An sang khong?”

T6i dua cdu d6i gidy. “Trua triy trua trat roi ddy.”
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“Cam on da thong bao. An trua khong?”
“Tam trude da chi.”

Chung t61 tan ra trong mot g1o va tai ngd ¢ phong St. Clair. Ctra phong
cdu khép ho, nhac rock tiéng Phap dang phat om som dudi tién sanh. Toi
strng s6t khi budc vao va thdy cau thu don. Pun quan 4o va khin lau da
duoc gom lai dé gidt giti con chai lo réng va vo bao khoai tdy chién d3 bi
ném di.

Cau khap khéi nhin t61. “Mot su bat dau mai.”
“Tuyét day.” Trong cdu kha hon nhiéu r6i. To61 mim cuoi.

Tui toi lai danh ca ngay di day di d6. Ciing xem mot phan trong lién hoan
phim Danny Boyle va nam dai bén song Seine. Toi chi cho St. Clair cach
ném thia lia trén song, t6i van chua tin cau khong biét choi tro d6. Troi bét
dau d6 mua nén chung t61 ghé vao mot hiéu sach ddi dién nha the Dac Ba.
Trén bang hiéu vang xanh 1a dong chit SHAKESPEARE VA BAN BE.

Chiing tdi sitng s& boi sy hon loan bén trong. Mot nhom khach dang tu
tap bén ban gidy, nhin dau cling thay sach va sach. Nhung sach ¢ ddy khong
dugc sap xép theo quy cu trén ké, ban hay quiy trung bay, ma dugc xép
ting chdng chong chénh hoic roi rét khoi mit ghé, mot sb lai nhé ra khoi
cac ké sach bi oan xudng. CO nhimg thung gidy diy ap sach va mot con
meéo den ngi nuéng bén canh déng sach trén cau thang. Ngac nhién nhat 1a
toan bo sach & day déu la sach tiéng Anh.

St. Clair nhan thiy vé choang ngop ctia t6i: “Cau chua timg dén day phai
khong?”
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Toi lac dau khién cau ngac nhién. “Noi nay rat noi tiéng. Nhin nay.” Cau
cam mot cudn Balzac va co6 vé tho may Trung Hoa. “Thay quen khong?”

Tbi di tho than trong su kinh ngac, nira théy ron rang vi dugc bao boc
trong tiéng me d¢, nira lai kinh hai khong dam s moé bat ky thtr gi. Chi mot
cti cham tay sai 1éch ciing c6 thé pha tan hoang ca hiéu sach nay. N6 c6 thé
d6 ap xudng va ching toi s& bi choén vii trong tran syt 1o ctia nhimg trang
gidy vang nau.

Mua roi ra rich bén khung ctra s6. T6i di xuyén qua mdt nhém du khach
va ngod nghiéng khu tiéu thuyét. Khong biét tai sao t6i lai tim tén bd, chi 1a
to1 khong durng chan lai dugce. T61 di Tui vé sau. Christie, Cather, Caldwell,
Burroughs, Bronte, Berry, Baldwin, Auster, Austen. Ashley. James Ashley.

O day c6 mot hang sach cia bo toi. Sau cuodn ca thay. Toi 161 ra khoi ké
mot cuon Chuyén tinh co bia cing va cli xuong nhin canh hoang hon quen
thudc trén bia sach.

“Gi thé?” St. Clair hoi. Toi giat minh vi khong nhan ra cdu dang dimg
sau lung.

Cau lay cuén tiéu thuyét khoi tay t6i, mat mé to. Cau 1at n6 lai va ong bd
tiéu thuyét gia dang cuoi rang rd v6i chiing toi qua anh. BO toi ¢6 nudc da
ram ning quéa 16 va ham rang tring sang gia tao. Ong mic mot chiéc 4o thun
mau oai huong, mai toc tréi bong bénh trong gio.

St. Clair nhuéng may. “Minh khong thdy dugc su lién quan giita hai
nguoi. B6 cau chiu choi qua nhi.”

To1 nong nay hu miii, cau ben dap cuon sach lén canh tay to1. “T¢€ hon
minh tuéng.” Cau bat cudi. “Bac ay ludn trong thé nay a?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“U 2

Cau mé sach ra va doc trang bia. To1 than trong quan sat. Nét mat ctua
cau tré nén kho dodn. Cau chot ngung, quay lai doc mdt dong & trén roi
ngudc lén nhin toi. “Cudn sach viét vé bénh ung thu”, ciu noi.

Oi. Chua. Oi.

“Nhan vat nir bi ung thu. Chuyén gi da xay ra véi co ay?”

T6i nghen hong. “B6 minh that ngé ngan. Minh d3 bao roi, bd minh do
hoi khong ai bang.”

Mot khoang ling kho khin. “Béc ay ban dugc nhiéu 1dm phai khong?”

Toi gat dau.

“Pdc gia thich cai nay a? Ho thay no tha vi a?”

“Minh xin 18i, St. Clair.” Nudc ngan ngan trong mat toi. Toi chua bao
gid ghét bd minh nhiéu nhu lac nay. Sao bd toi lai lam vay? Sao bd t6i dam
kiém chac tir mot thir khung khiép nhu vay? St. Clair gap cudn sach lai nhét
vao ké roi léy mét cudn khac, Léi vao. Cudn tiéu thuyét viét v& bénh mau
trang. B t6i mic 40 so mi hd co. Hai canh tay khoanh lai nhung 6ng van
gilt nguyén nu cudi ngd ngan kia.

“B6 minh ding la quai vat”, t61 néi. “Hoan toan quai vat.”

St. Clair khit miii. Cau md miéng dinh néi gi d6 nhung luc d6 té61 da khoc
ntrc no. “Khong, Anna. Anna, minh xin 16i.”
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“Minh mo1 la nguot phai xin 161. Pang 1€ cau khong nén xem thir nay.”
Toi1 giat cuon sach va nhét no trd lai k€. Mot chong tiéu thuyét khac bi lung
lay va d6 up xuong nén ngay gilra chung t61. BPau chiung t61 va vao nhau
trong lac cai xudng nhat lai sach.

“A!” To1 noi.

St. Clair xoa dau. “Cau khong sao chu?”

To1 giang nhitng cudn sach ra khoi tay cau. “Minh khong sao. Khong sao
hét.” Toi xép chung vao vi tri cii va ldo dao chay ra sau hi¢u sach dé tranh

St. Clair va bd ti cang xa cang tot. Chi it phit sau cdu da dimg canh toi.

“Khong phai 16i cta cau”, St. Clair ling 1& néi. “Cau khong dugc chon
b6 me. Minh hi€u ma Anna.”

“Minh khong muon nhac dén chuyén do.”

“Puogc thoi.” Cau chia ra mot tap tho cua Pablo Neruda. “Cau da doc
chua?”

To1 lac dau.
“Hay lam. Minh vitra mua no6 cho cau day.”
“Cai gi?”

“Tac gia nay co trong giao trinh Ngit van ctua hoc ky té1. Pang nao cau
cling s€ phai mua n6. Mé ra di”, cau noi.
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T6i ling tung 1am theo. C6 mdt con tem & trang ddu. SHAKESPEARE
VA BAN BE, Paris km 0. Téi chép mat. “Km 0? C6 phai giéng diém mbc
hém trude khong?” Toi nhé lai chuyén tham quan vong quanh thanh pho
lan dau tién ctia chung toi.

“Cho nhitng ky niém cii.” St. Clair mim cudi. “Di nao, tanh mua rdi.
Chung ta ra khoi day thoi.”

skekok

Tb6i van im ling budc di trén pho. Ching t6i bing qua cdy cau cua budi
to1 dau tién do — to1 di bén ngoai, St. Clair nép bén trong. “Minh da tirng ké
cau nghe chuyén minh di hoc & M§ chua?” Cau cat tiéng.

“Cai gi? Chua.”

“That day, minh hoc dugc mot nam. Lop tam. T¢ lam.”

“Lop tdm cua ai cling t¢ ca ma,” to1 noi.

“Hurm, cia minh con t€ hon binh thuong. B6 me minh vtra ly than, me
minh chuyén vé California. Minh chua & d6 bao gio nhung van di voi me
va chui dau vao cai truong cong lap dé so do.”

g .

“O1 khong. Truong cong lap.”

Cau dung vai thuc t61. “Hoc sinh ¢ day rat xau tinh. Chang cudi cot moi
thir cia minh tur chi€u cao, giong nd1 dén cach an mac. Minh da thé sé

khoéng bao gior quay vé do.”

“Nhung con gai My mé giong Anh lim ma.” T6i budt miéng, khong
thém suy nghi va cau nguyén cau khong thiy nét mat img d6 ctia minh.
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St. Clair nhit mot vién da cudi va thay noé xudng song. “Bon con gai &
truong cap hai thi khong. Nhat 1a giong Anh d6 di ciing mot thang cao xap
xi dau géi bon ho.”

To1 bat cuoi.

“Khi nam hoc két thuc, bé me da tim cho minh mdt ngdi trudng mai.
Minh muén tré lai London véi dam ban cii nhung bd minh khiang khing
chon trudng o Paris dé 6ng ta c6 thé dé mat dén minh. D6 1a 1y do minh vao
hoc truong nay.”

“Cau c6 thudng xuyén vé London khong?”

“Khéng thuong xuyén nhu minh mong mudn. Minh van c6 ban ¢ Anh,
6ng ba noi minh sdng & d6 nén dén mua hé minh thudng vé luan phién gitta
London va San...”

“Ong ba cua cau la nguoi Anh a?”

“Ong nodi minh nguodi Anh con ba ndi 1a ngudi Phap. Di nhién 6ng ba
ngoai la nguoi My.”

“Cha cha. Cau thyuc sy 1a mot sy pha tron cua cac sac toc.”

St. Clair mim cudi. “Ngudi ta bao minh gidng dng nodi nhat, nhung chi
gidng & giong nodi thoi.”

“Minh khong biét nita. Minh nghi cdu giong nguoi Anh hon hét thay.
Khong chi ¢ gigng ndé1 ma con ngoai hinh nira.”
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“Vay sao?” St. Clair to vé ngac nhién.

T6i mim cuoi. “U, nude da tai tai d6. Mau da dep day chitr,” Toi bo sung
trude cai nhin canh giac cua cau. “That long luoén.”

“Hu.” St. Clair liéc to61. “Sao cling dugc. Mua he vua ro61 minh khong
chiu n61 bo nén da danh ca ky nghi bén me. Lan dau day.”

“R01 chuyén thé nao? Minh cugc 1a i con gai khong tréu gheo giong noi
cua cau nira.”

St. Clair bat cuoi, “Ho khong tréu nita. Nhung minh khong cai thién
duoc chiéu cao. Minh luon coi coc.”

“Con minh luon 14p di, gidong bé minh. Ai ai cling ndi minh giong bo. Bo
minh cling ki€u... ngan nap, sach sé.”

Cau t6 ra ngac nhién mot cach chan thanh. “Ngan nap thi c6 gi sai? Minh
ludn udc minh c6 thé gon gang hon. Ma Anna, minh chua tung gap bo cau,
nhung minh cam doan cau khong giong bo teo nao.”

“Sao cau biet?”

“B0 cau giong hét bup bé Ken, con cau rat xinh.”

To1 vap chan nga song soai trén via he.

“Cau c6 sao khong?” Mat St. Clair day vé lo au.

To61 ngoanh mat di trong lic cau dua tay giup to1 dirg 1€n. “Minh 6n ma.

On 1am!” T6i vira n6i vira phai cat khoi 10ng ban tay. Chua oi. TOI BPUNG
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LA cha ra sao.
“Cau théy cai cach bon con trai nhin cau chu?”” St. Clair tiép tuc.

“Ho nhin vi minh tu béi tro trat trAu 1én mat thoi.” Ti chia ra hai ban tay
xay xat.

“G4 dang kia dang tam tia cu kia.”

“Cai...?” toi quay lai va thdy mot g toc den dai dang nhin chim cham.
“Sao anh ta lai nhin minh vay?”

“Minh hy vong anh ta thich diéu anh ta nhin thay.”

T6i d6 mat nhung cdu van néi tiép. “O Paris, nguoi ta thudng thira nhan
cong khai vé quyén ril cia mot nguoi nao d6. Ho khong ngoanh mat di nhu
& cac nén vin hoa khac. Cau khong nhan ra a?”

St. Clair nghi t0i quyén rii. Cau bao toi xinh dep.

“0, khong,” t6i noi, “Minh khong dé y viéc d6.”

“Hir. M mat ra di.”

Nhung t6i chi nhin cham cham vao nhiing nhanh ciy khang khiu, I tré
choi bong bay va doan du khach Nhat. Trir mdi St. Clair. Chung tdi lai ding
chan truéc nha thd Puc Ba. Toi chi vao ngdi sao quen thudc va hing giong.
“Muén udc nita khong?”

“Cau udc trude di.” St. Clair bon chén quan sat toi nhu thé mudn tim

hiéu mot di€u gi d6. Cau can mong tay.
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Lan nay t6i khong thé kiém ché. T6i van nghi vé diéu d6 sudt ngay. Vé
St. Clair. Vé bi mat ctia chung toi.

T6i woc co the trai qua buoi toi voi St. Clair lan nira.

Cau budc chan 1én ngdi sao mau dong va nham mat lai. At hin cdu dang
udc cho me minh va toi cam thiy day dat vi khong hé nghi dén bac dy. Pau
oc toi chi biét mdi St. Clair. Tai sao cau lai ¢ nguoi yéu rdi co chir? Néu
to1 gap cau trudc Ellie hoac me cau khong 6m thi moi chuyén co khac di
khong?

Cau noi rang toi xinh dep, nhung t6i khong biét 10i khen d6 xuat phat tir
mot St. Clair than thién ban-ciia-moi-nguot hay tur goc do riéng tu. St. Clair
ma toi cam nhén cé gidng trong mat moi nguoi khong? To6i khong nghi vay.
Nhung biét dau toi di nham 14n tinh ban cta chung t6i chi vi téi muon nhu

thé?

skeskok

Pén bira toi thi moi lo ling dan tan bién. Nha hang ma ching tdi chon
dugc phu kin ddy thuong xuan va 4m ctng véi 10 sudi chay bap bung. Sau
d6, ching toi dam minh vao huong vi mé hon cta banh mouse s6-co-la.
“Vé& nha thoi,” St. Clair néi va tim toi dap don.

Nha. Nha cua t6i1 cling 1a nha cua cau.

Khi tui to1 tré ve€, van khong c6 ai ngoi sau ban 1€ tan nhung Nate da 16
dau khoi cura. “Anna! Etienne!”

“Chao anh Nate,” tui to1 noi.

“Lé Ta on vui khong cac em?”
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“Vui lam. Cam on Nate,” ching t61 noi.

“Anh ¢6 can kiém tra phong hai dira khong? Bon em biét quy dinh roi
do6. Khong duoc ngu ¢ phong ban khac gidi.”

Mit t61 bdc hoa, hai ma St. Clair ciing tng 1én. Png réi. C6 quy dinh cu
thé. Nhung bd nio yéu-quy-dinh tudn-thii-nguyén-tic cua toi da bi khoa lai
t6i qua. Ban quan 1y ciing da ngé lo vu nay.

“Khong can dau Nate,” tui toi noi.

Anh ta lic cai dau troc 16c va tré vé cin phong ctia minh. Nhung cura
phong lai nhanh chdng mé ra va mot nhiim gi do bi ném vao tui toi trude
khi canh ctra dong sap.

Ao mua. Oi chua oi, nhyuc nha qua.

Khuon mat St. Clair bay gio 1a mot mau do ruc khi cau nhat nhitng goi
vuoéng mau bac trén nén dat va nhét vao tii 4o khoac. Bon t6i khong noi
chuyén, khong nhin nhau ma chi di 1én phong t61. Nhip tim t61 dap dién
cudng theo timg budc chan. St. Clair s& theo toi vao phong hay Nate vira
ph4 hong co hd1 d6?

Pén ctra, St. Clair cao dau. “O...”

“Vay__.”

“Minh chuan bi quan 4o di nga dy. Thé nhi?” Giong cdu nghiém trang
va cau than trong theo doi phan ing cua toi.
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“Ua. Minh ciing vay. Minh s& chuan bi... di nga.”

“Lat nira gap nhé?”

Long toi ngdp tran nhe nhdm. “O trén d6 hay dudi nay?”

“Tin minh di, cdu khong mudbn ngu trén givong minh ddu.” Ciu cudi va
t6i phai ngoanh mit di vi thanh than biét t6i muon ngh trén cai givong do
lam. Nhung t6i hiéu ¥ cau. Giudng t6i dung 1a sach s& hon. T6i voi vang
vao phong mic chiéc quan nga dau tdy va 4o Lién hoan phim Atlanta. Toi
dau co6 y dinh cam db St. Clair.

T61 lam sao biét cach cam do cau.

it phtt sau St. Clair g& clra, cAu mic quan soc trang xanh va 4o thun c6
logo ban nhac Phap cdu nghe trude do. Hoi thd toi nghen lai.

“Phuc vu phong day a,” cau noi.

Pau oc t6i... réng khong. “Ha ha,” t6i yéu 6t noi.

Cau mim cudi va tat dén. Chung toi tréo 1én giudng trong tinh trang
nguong ngung hét chd néi. Nhu thuong 16. T6i lan vao goc givong. Ca hai
dtra déu nam thang do, can than dé khong cham vao nguoi kia. Chéc han t6i
c6 xu hudng kho ddm nén méi tu dam dau vao nhitng tinh hudng o4i am thé
nay. Toi can ai d6 gitp d&. Toi can gip bac sy tAm than hodc bi khoa trong

mot xa lim kin bung hay bi troi go lai.

Sau mot luc tudng chung kéo dai vo tan, St. Clair thd hat ra va trd minh.
Chan cau dap vao chan toi lam to61 giat ndy 1én. “Xin 101,” cau noi.

“Khong sao.”
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(13 29

(13 2

“Anna 01?”

“01?”

“Cam on da cho minh ngt lai day. Téi qua..”

Ap luc trong 16ng nguc t6i nhu thé tra tn. Cai gi? Cai cai cai gi?

“Lau roi minh khong ngii ngon nhu thé.”

Can phong ling phic nhu to. Vai phat sau t6i trd minh, cham rai dudi
thang chan cho dén khi ban chan t6i quét qua mét ca chan cau. Hoi tho cua

cau gip gap hon. Toi mim cudi vi biét cau khong thé nhin thdy nét mit toi
trong bong toi.

Thir bay lai 1a ngdy danh cho viéc dao choi, an udng, phim anh va mot
cudc dbi thoai nguong ngling & cau thang. Sau d6 13 mot co thé 4m ap trén
giwdng toi. Roi nhitng ¢ dong cham ngap ngimg. Cudi cung 13 gidc ngu.

Cho du ¢6 phan khong thoai mai nhung toi chwa bao gid trai qua ky nghi
nao ngon lanh hon thé.
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Nhung véao sang chil nhat moi chuyén thay doi. Khi chung toi tinh giac,
St. Clair dudi ngudi va vo tinh cham tay vao nguc toi. Khong chi tdi bi dau
ma hai d@a ciling xau ho mudn chét. Thé 1a cau trd nén xa cach vao bira
sang. Trong lac t61 nd1 chuyén thi cau kiém tra tin nhin dién thoai roi nhin
ra cira sd quan cafe. V4, thay vi kham pha Paris, cdu ndi phai ¢ lai ky tac xa
dé lam bai tap.

Toi tin St. Clair can lam bai tdp. Cau khong theo kip bai vé. Nhung
giong cua cau nhu mudn dudi khéo toi va toi biét tong 1y do thuc su cho su
xa lanh nay. Hoc sinh dang dan trg lai truong. Josh, Rashmi va Mer sé& vé
day trong t6i nay.

Ellie cling s¢€ vé.

To6i cd ging khong nghi dén viéc d6 nhung long van thiy dau. To6i da
dinh di xem phim nhung roi lai lao dau vao bai tap Lich su. Chi it to1 da tu
bao minh nhu thé. Dau vay, tai t6i van dong 1én nghe ngdng dong tinh tang
trén. St. Clair ¢ rat gan nhung ciing rat xa. Toa nha Lambert x6n xao boi su
tré lai ciia dam hoc sinh va viéc loc ra nhitng &m thanh c4 biét khong con dé
dang gi. T6i khong chic lidu St. Clair c6 con & trong phong nita khong.

Khoang tam gid Meredith xuat hién va bon toi cung di dn t6i. N6 ké vé
ky nghi & Boston nhung tam tri t61 da lang thang noi khac. Co lé luc nay
cdu dang ¢ bén Ellie. Toi nhé 1an dau tién gap ho - nu hon cia ho, hai tay
ctia chi ta Itia vao toc cau — va bdng ching cam thay ngon miéng nira.

“Cau im lang dé so éy,” Mer no1. “Ky nghi cua cau thé nao? C6 16i duge
St. Clair ra khoi phong khong?”

“Co chut chat.” Toi khong thé ké vé nhitng budi tdi ctia chiing toi va

cling khong muon ké vé nhitng chuyén ban ngay. To6i mudn giau kin may ki
niém do cho riéng minh. Ching la cta riéng toi.
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Nu hon cua ho, hai tay chi ta lua vao toc cau. Da day toi co thét.

Mer tho dai. “Minh da mong cau éy chui ra khoi vo 6¢c. Di dao, hit thd
khong khi trong lanh. Cau biét day, nhitng chuyén dién khung nhu thé.”

Nu hon cua ho. Hai tay chi ta...

“Ma nay,” n6 noi. “Cac cau khong lam di€u gi dién khung trong luc bon
nay vé nha day chu?”

To1 suyt sac ca phé.
skekok

Vai tuan 18 sau d6 troi qua mot cach mo ho. Ca thay co 1an hoc sinh déu
hao htc tién dén giai doan giita ky. Ching t6i thirc dém thirc hom dé theo
kip tién do va nhon nhip chuén bi thi ctr, Lan dau tién toi phat hi¢n ra ngdi
trudng nay cod tinh canh tranh rat cao. Hoc trd hoc hanh chiam chi va ky tuc
x4 gan nhu im ang nhu lac moi ngudi vé nha don 1& Ta on.

Cac truong dai hoc bat dau gui thu vé. T6i duoc nhan vao tit ca céc
truong da ndp don nhung gid chua phai lic mo ti¢c dn mung. Rashmi s€
dén Brown con Meredith dugc nhan vao hai truong trong diém cta n6 - mot
& London, mdt & Rome. St. Clair khéng néi gi vé truong dai hoc. Khong ai
trong bon toi biét cau d3 ndp don vao dau hodc co6 ndop don hay khong, vi
cau toan chuyén dé tai mdi khi ca bon nhic dén chuyén do.

Me St. Clair da hoan tat qua trinh hoa tri va dang vao tuan cudi cta dot
Xa tri ngoai. Tuén t6i khi tui t6i vé nha, bac sé trai qua dot xa tri trong dau
tién. Qua trinh nay doi hoi bénh nhan & lai bénh vién ba ngay va toi ta on
Chua vi St. Clair s€ c6 thoi gian cham s6c me. Cau ndi tinh than cua bac da
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kha 1én, bac cam théy khée — so véi tinh trang bénh tat cia minh — nhung
cau van néng long duogc nhin tin mét.

Hoém nay 13 ngay dau tién cua 18 Hanukkah!! va dé to 10ng ton kinh, ngay
nay truong dd mién bai tap cung bai kiém tra cho chiing t6i.

[1] Lé héi truyén thong kéo dai 8 ngay ciia ngwoi Do Thdi.
Chinh xac la dé to long ton kinh Josh.

“Nguoi Do Thai duy nhat & TMOP,” cau ta vira néi vira ddo mat, to ro su
buc bdi vi nhitng thdng gan d&é nhu Steve Carver cir dam vao céanh tay cau
ta va roi rit cdm on trong bira sang.

Puoc nghi budi chiéu, to6i va dam ban ghé vao mot ctra hang, dé mua
sam. Cira hang mang vé xinh xan quen thudc. Ruy biang d6 vang sang bong
dinh trén nhimg vong hoa lung lang. Nhitng day 14 trang tri va dén tring lap
lanh trai doc thang cudn va trén khu ban nuéc hoa. Cac ca s§ My say sua
cat tiéng hat trén loa.

“Ma nay,” Mer n6i véi Josh. “Ong c6 nén ¢ day khong?”
“Binh tinh, c6 ban Cong gido bé nho cua téi. Thuc sy thi,” ciu ta nhin
Rashmi, “ching minh phai di néu mudn an té1 ¢ Marais ding gio. Anh

thém khoai tay chién kiéu Do Thai chét di duoc.”

Rashmi nhin dong ho trén dién thoai, “Anh noi dung. Chung ta nén di
tho1.”

Hai nguoi ho chao tam biét - thé 1a chi con lai ba ching t61. T61 mung 1a

Meredith van & day. Tir ngay 1€ Ta on quan hé giita t6i va St. Clair da tudt
dbe khong phanh. Ellie 1a ban gai cau, con toi chi 1a ban, mot nguoi ban cé
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gi61 tinh nit cua cau ma thoi. Chac St. Clair cam thay dan vat vi da 1an qua
2161 han cua tinh ban. T61 cling dan vat vi da khuyén khich cau.

Khéng ai trong ching t6i dé cap dén nhitng ngay cudi tuan d6. Du ching
t6i van ngdi canh nhau trong cac bita an, nhung gio day giita hai dtra ludn
c6 mot vach ngan. Su dé chiu trong tinh ban d3 tréi theo dong nudc.

May man 13 khong ai chti ¥ bon t6i. C6 1an t6i bat gip Josh map may moi
v6i St. Clair réi dwa mat vé phia t6i, nhung St. Clair chi lic ddu nhu muén

noi1 “im di”. Toi chang hiéu ho ban tdn chuyén gi.

C6 mot thtr gi do chot lac vao vung cha y cua to1. “D6 cd phai... nhac
hi¢u Looney Tunes khong?”

Mer va St. Clair vénh tai 1én.

“Sao vay? Pung day. Minh nghi vay.” St. Clair noi.

“Minh con nghe thiy ‘Love Shack’ vai phut trudc co,” Mer néi.

“Vay la cudi cing nudc My da chinh thirc huy hoai nudc Phap.” Toi noi.

“Chung ta di dugc chua?” St. Clair gio 1én mot cai tui nho. “Minh xong
roi day.”

“Q, ong mua gi vay?” Mer hoi. N6 ldy tai St. Clair va 16i ra mot cai khin
quang mong dep rang ngodi. “Qua cho chi Ellie a?”

“Trat 14t.”

Mer ngap nging. “Ong khéng mua gi cho chi Ellie 4?”
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“Khong, cai d6 cho me minh. Haizz.” Cau cao téc. “Cac cau cod théy
phién khong néu bon minh ghé qua Sennelier trudc khi tré vé?” Sennelier 1a
mot ctra hang do my thuat tuyét voi, 1a noi ma toi udc minh c6 1y do dé mua
son dau va phan mau. Tuan trudc, Mer va t6i da di ciing Rashmi t6i d6. N6
d3 mua cho Josh mot quyén s6 phac hoa méi mung 18 Hanukkah.

“Cha cha. Chuc mimg nhé St. Clair,” toi néi. “Cau da thang giai Ban Trai
Tbi clia ngdy hom nay roi day. Minh tudng Steve da du té - cdu c6 nhin thay
chuyén xay ra trong 16p Giai tich khong?”

“Chuyén Amanda bit qua tang Steve nhin tin dong dua voi Nicole phai
khong?” Mer héi. “Hinh nhu né dinh 1ay but chi ddm vao c6 thang d6 thi
phai.”

“Minh ban ron qué ma,” St. Clair noi.

T6i liéc cau. “Minh chi dua vé6i ciu thoi.”

“Hu, dung dua gion mot cach ngd ngan nhu the.”

“Minh khong ngd ngdn. Minh tham chi khong phai mot dira ti tién hay
ngu don hay bat ky loai nao trong thir tiéng Anh chét tiét ctia cau.”

“Buc roi ddy.” Cau giat lai thi trong tay Mer va trimg mat véi toi.

“NAY!” Mer noi. “Giang sinh ddy nhé. La 14 la. Deck the halll. Pung
cai nhau nita.”

[2] Bai hat pho biéen trong dip Giang sinh, thuong dwoc phdt trong cdc trung tdm mua sam va

nhac quang cdao.

“Bon tdi khong cdi nhau,” St. Clair va toi dong thanh noi.
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Mer lac dau. “Théi nao, St. Clair néi diing. Chiing minh roi khoi day di.
Noi nay lam minh thay s¢.”

“Minh thdy dep ma,” t6i néi. “Hon nita minh tha nhin ruy bang con hon
tho chét.”

“Khong nhac dén 1 tho ntra.” St. Clair né1. “Cau cling xau xa nhu
Rashmi.”

Chung t61 chat vat len qua dong nguoi dong dac cua ngay Giang sinh.
“Minh c6 thé hiéu vi sao cdu budn! Cach chung bi treo 1én trong ctt nhu
chét vi chay méau mii. That khung khiép. Isis t6i nghiép.” T4t ca cac clra
hiéu & Paris déu trung bay hang hoa ra ngoai cira s6 mot cach hét sirc cong
phu va cira hang thit cling khong ngoai 16. Mdi lan di xem phim t6i déu di
ngang qua mot dan tho chét.

“Co 18 cac cau khong biét,” St. Clair noi, “nhung bé tho Isis van dang
sdng nhin ring trén tang sau day.”

Chung t61 nhanh chong di qua canh ctra kinh va budc ra duong. Khach
mua sim chen chuc nhau va trong tich tic t6i cam giac nhu minh dang dén
Manhattan tham bd. Nhung nhiing ngon dén, bang ghé va dai 16 than quen
da xuét hién dé dep tan 4o anh cua toi. Bau troi ¢6 mau xam tréng twa ho
sap d6 tuyét. Chung toi 1& 161 qua dam dong va hudng vé ga tau dién. Khi
troi lanh 180 nhung khong gia budt, khoi 4m tir 10 suoi phang phit trong
khong gian.

St. Clair va toi tiép tuc ddu khau vé nhiing cht tho. Toi biét cau khong
thich viéc trung bay dé nhung khong hiéu sao cau van mudn tranh cai. Mer
dién tiét. “Hai nguoi co thdi di khong? Cac cau dang giét chét tinh than 18

"9

lat cia minh day
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“Néi dén tinh than 1€ lat.” Téi nhin St. Clair trudc khi néi véi Mer.
“Minh van mudn choi du quay nam canh ChampsElysees hoic cai to dung
dén dubc 16ng 1ay & Place de la Concorde.”

St. Clair luom to1.

“Minh s€ mo1 cau,” to1 noi, “nhung minh biét cau s€ tra o1 thé nao.” Ct
nhu to1 vira tat St. Clair. O1 Chua o1. T61 bi ma am ha?

“Anna,” Mer noi.

“Minh xin 161.” To1 v41 nhin xudng giay. “Minh khong biét tai sao lai noi
: y : :
nang nhu the.”

Nguoi dan 6ng méa do tmg ding trude siéu thi to tiéng chiri thé. Ong ta
dang ban nhitng gi6 hau wdp da. Hai tay ong ta chic han dang lanh cong
nhung t6i sin long hoan d6i vi tri v6i 6ng ta trong mot gidy. Lam on di St.
Clair. Lam on hay noi gi do.

St. Clair mién cudng nhiin vai. “Khéng sao.”

“Anna, gan day cau co lién lac v6i Toph khong?” Mer nd luc bé hudng
cau chuyén.

“Co. T6i qua minh vira nhan dugc email cia cau dy.” That long ma noéi
thi t6i da ting nghi vé Toph duoc mdt thoi gian réi. Nhung tir khi chac
mam St. Clair da rdi khoi birc tranh toan canh thi tu tudng cua toi troi dat
vé ky nghi Giang sinh. T6i khong nhan nhiéu tin tir Toph va Bridge vi ho
mai ban rdn vo1 ban nhac con td1 phai tat ta lo thi cudi ky, vay nén buc thu
hom qua thyc su khién toi rat ngac nhién va thich thu.
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“Trong thu viét gi?”” Mer hoi.

Xin 16i dd khéng viét thu. Luyén tdp nhuw dién luén. Buén cuoi vu bo cdu
Phdp dwge cho an hat giong ngira thai qud. Ddn Paris khiing nhi. Ho nén
cho né vao pizza cia truong & ddy, nam nay cé it nhdt sau cé dinh bau roi.
Bridge bdo cdu sé dén buéi biéu dién cua nhém minh. Mong lam do,
Annabel Lee. Gap sau nhe. Toph.

“Khong nhiéu. Nhung cdu ay mong cho gap lai minh,” td1 bo sung.
Mer cudi toét miéng. “Chac cau mung 1am nhi.”

Chiing toi giat minh boi tiéng thiy tinh v& St. Clair vira d4 mot cai chai
vao ranh nudec.

“Ong khong sao cha?” Mer hoi St. Clair.

Nhung cdu quay sang nhin t61. “Cau da xem qua tdp tho minh ting cau
chua?”

Tb6i ngac nhién dén ndi mot 1at sau mai tra 16i cau. “O, chua. Hoc ky t6i
bon minh ma1 phat hoc né dung khong?” Té1 quay qua Mer giai thich. “Cau
ay mua cho minh tac pham cua Neruda.”

Mer nghiéng dau vé phia St. Clair nhung cdu da ngoanh mat dé tranh su
soi moi cia no. “Um, minh chi thac mac thé thoi. Vi cau khong nhac gi tdi
no...” Cau to ve that vong.

Tbi ném cho St. Clair anh mét thich tha roi nhin lai Mer. N6 ¢6 vé budn
va t0i e rang minh da bo s6t mot diéu gi d6. Khong diing, toi biét chdc minh
d3 bo s6t mot diéu gi d6. Toi noi huyén thuyén dé xoda bo su im ling bat
thuong ndy. “Sap duoc vé nha réi, minh vui lam. Chuyén bay ctia minh cat
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canh lic sau gio sang thir bdy nén minh phai day tr sém tinh mo, nhung
cling dang thoi. Minh s€ c6 nhiéu thoi gian dé chuan bi di xem Penny
Dreadfuls. Ho biéu dién vao budi t6i ma,” to6i nodi thém.

St. Clair ngang phat 1én. “Cau bay lic nao?”
“Sau gi0 sang,” to1 lap lai.

“Chuyén bay ctia minh ciing cit canh gio d6,” cau noi. “Chuyén bay
chuyén tiép ctia minh bay qua Atlanta. Minh c4 ching ta 1én cting mdy bay.
Vay chia tién taxi nhé.”

To6i cam thay thic thom lo du. T6i khong biét minh ¢6 muédn di voi St.
Clair hay khong. Chuyén cdi v ban ndy ciing rat ky quic. Toi van dang
kiém ¢ tir choi thi ca bon di qua mdt ong ldo vo gia cu vl b rau ram rap.
Ong ta nam trudc tau dién voi hop gidy quan quanh nguoi dé gitr 4m. St.
Clair lyc tai va dit tit ca sd tién minh c vao chiéc ly cta ong 13o. “Noel
vui vé.” Roi cdu dua mét nhin t6i. “Sao nao? Chung taxi nhé?”

T6i ngoai dau nhin lai ong 130 vo gia cu trude khi tra 101 cau. Ong ta
thang thdt, chét diéng vai so tién trong tay. Bing gia bao trim con tim toi

da ran nut.

“Chung ta s& gap nhau liic may gio nhi?”

C6 mot nam tay dang dap ram ram I€n canh ctra phong t61. Hai mat to1
bung mo¢ va y nghi lién mach dau tién chinh la: -ai, -as, -a, -aames, -erent.
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Tai sao toi lai mo vé thi qua khir cia dong tir két thuc bang van —er nhi? T6i
dudi qua. Mét moi ldm roi. Mét... CAI GI CAI GI CAI GI? Mot trang am
thanh dinh tai nhitc 6c dang danh thirc toi va tdi liéc nhin dong ho. Ké nao
dang dap cira phong ba luc bon gio sang vay ha?

Poi da. Bon gio ha? Hinh nhu t6i phai lam viée gi do...?

Oi khong. KHONG KHONG KHONG.

“Anna 01? Anna, cau co trong d6 khong? Minh da cho ¢ dudi nha mudi
lam phut r6i d6.” St. Clair 1am bam bén ngoai tdm van ctra. “Minh thay
phong cau tat dén. Hay cdu di mat. Hay cau quyét dinh di luén ma khong

thém ngé dén minh ha?”

T6i nhay ra khoi givong. Toi d3 ngt quén! Khong thé tin 1a toi di ngt
quén! Lam sao c6 thé nhu thé cht?

Tiéng giay cua St. Clair 10p cop bo di, sau lung cau 1a va-li hanh Iy ning
trich. T6i ra m& ctra. Nhimg anh dén pha 1& md 4o lam toi phai che mit lai
vi loa.

St. Clair tap trung quan sat t6i. Cau nhu bj bat mat hon. “Anna?”

“Giup,” to1 hon hén. “Giap minh.”

Cau lién tha hanh 1y xuéng va chay dén bén toi. “Cau 6n chi? Pa xay ra
chuyén gi?”

T6i kéo cdu vao phong va bat dén. Can phong dugc chiéu sang ngay lap
tirc phoi bay su hdn loan ctia nd. Péng quan 4o chat cao nhu nui bén trén
va-li vin chua kéo khoa. Xa bong ban chai rai ric quanh bon rira mit. Ga
trai givdng xodn lai nhau nhi. Chua hét, dén gid t6i mdi suc nhd ra toc
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minh chang khéac nao con dién, mat thi 1am lem kem tri mun con trén nguoi
dang mac b ni in hinh Nguoi Doi.

“Khéng thé ndo.” St. Clair hén ho. “Cdu ngi quén ha? Minh da danh
thirc cau ha?”

To1 syp xuodng cudng cudng vo vét quan ao vao va-li.
“Cau van chua dong goi do dac ha?”

“Minh da dinh sang nay s& lam ndt ma! CAU CO CHIU GIUP KHONG
HA?” T6i kéo khoa nhung nd bi vudng vao hinh con doi mau vang. Toi
tuyét vong gao Ién.

Chiing t6i s& 1§ chuyén bay va d6 1a 1i cta toi. Ai biét bao gid chuyén
bay tiép theo sé& cat canh chir! Chiing t6i s& ket lai ddy ca ngay, t6i s& khong
kip tham dy budi biéu dién ctia Bridge va Toph. Me St. Clair s& khoc nhur
mua khi bac dén bénh vién dé tiép nhan xa tri trong 14n dau ma khong c6
con trai bén canh vi bi mic ket & mot san bay cach nha nira vong trai dat va
d6 12 LOI CUA TOL.

“Puoc r0i, duge rdi.” Cau nim day khoa va giat n6 ra khoéi chiéc qu?ln
ngil cua toi. TOi phét ra tiéng kéu pha tron giita rén ri va gao thét. Cudi
cung, chiéc vali da chiu tudt ra va St. Clair dat tay lén vai t61. “Mac quén ao

vao. Rtra mat di nhé. Minh s€ lo phan con lai.”

Pung dung, lam ting viéc mot. Toi co thé lam duoc. Toi co thé lam
duoc.

HAIZZ!
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Cau g6i ghém quan 4o cta t6i. Pung nghi dén chuyén nguoi ta dung vao
d6 16t ctia may. PUNG nghi dén chuyén nguoi ta cham vao dd 16t ctia may.
T6i chup lay bo d6 di duong da 1ay ra tir toi qua va dong cung. “O...”

St. Clair ngudce 1én va thay to61 dang cam chi€c quan bo. Cau lap bap.
“Minh s¢€, minh s€ ra ngoai...”
'37

“Quay lung lai. Chi cin quay lai, khong con thoi gian dau

Cau nhanh chong xoay ngudi, bd vai khom xudng va-li ciia t6i dé minh
ching cho bd dang Khong Nhin BDau Nhé. “Da xay ra chuyén gi?”

“Biét chét lién.” Toi liéc mat dé bao dam St. Clair van giit tu thé d6 va
coi hét 40 quan trong tich tic. Gio ddy t6i chinh thirc trin trudng trong
phong véi chang trai ua nhin nhat ma toi biét. Budn cudi that, téi khong
tudng tugng gidy phut ay lai thanh ra thé nay.

Khoéng. Khong budn cudi. Mot trim phan trim trai ngugc voi budn cudi.

“Minh nghi hinh nhu... ¢6 1&... minh di mo mang nhan nut bao lai.” Toi
ling bung che gidu ndi xau ho. “Chac d6 1a nat tat. Nhung minh ciing da
chinh ché d6 bao thirc trén dién thoai, minh khong biét sao luon.”

Pi mic do 16t.

“T6i qua céu da chinh lai ché do chudng phai khong?”

“Cai gi?” Toi1 x6 chan vao quan bo, duong nhu St. Clair quyét tam khong
deé y. Tai cau nhuéom mau do ruc.

“Cau da di xem phim, ding khong? Cau da chinh di¢n thoai sang ché d6
im lang luc & rap ha?”
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St. Clair no6i dang. T6i ngu hét chd néi. Toi s& khong bao gio tit chudng
dién thoai néu toi khong dua Meredith di xem bo phim Pém ciia mdt ngay
vat vdl!l ciia nhém Beatles. Co 18 gio nay chung toi da ngdi trong mot chiée
taxi thang tién ra san bay. “A, Taxi.” Toi trong 4o len qua dau va nhin lai
minh trong guong.

[1] Tén tiéng Anh: A Hard Day s Night.
St. Clair dang d61 mat véoi tam guong ay!

“On rdi,” cau noi. “Khi 1én day minh di bao tai xé dd lai chd. Ching ta
chi can boa thém mat it.” St. Clair van cti dau. Toi khong nghi cau da thay
gi d6. To6i hang giong va cdu ngang 1én. Mit ching to6i gip nhau trong
guong, ciu nhay dung l1én. “Chta oi! Minh khéng... minh, dén gio minh

29

moi...

“Khoéng sao. U, khong sao ca.” To6i va St. Clair cung nhin di chd khac.
Hai mé cdu do ruc. Toi bude dén bon rira dé tay 16p kem trang trong luc cau
ném ban chai danh rang, lin khir mui va d6 trang diém vao hanh 1y cia toi.
Sau d6, chung t6i xuéng lau va lao ra tién sanh.

OSTENT

Ta on Chua, tai xé taxi van dang doi1 véi diéu thudc trén méi va nét mat
cau c6. Ong ta gidn dit cau nhau va St. Clair 16n tiéng yéu cau lai diéu gi do.
Loang mot cai, chung t61 da nhanh chong phong nhu tén bay trén duong
phd Paris, chay vl vii qua nhiing cot dén giao thong va ludn lach giita dam
xe hoi. Toi kinh hai bam chat ghé ngdi va nhim tit hai mat.

Chiéc xe thinh linh phanh kit lai. “T&i noi roi. Cau 6n chr?”” St. Clair do
hoi:
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“U. Tuyét voi,” t6i noi doi.

ROi cdu tra tién, tai xé phong di ngay ma khong thém dém lai. Toi c6 dua
chut tién cho St. Clair nhung cu lic dau va bao sé& tra cho chuyén xe nay.
Luc d6, t6i hoang hon dén ndi chang budn co ké. Pén khi chung toi chay
dua dén dung nha don khach, kiém tra hanh 1y, di qua hé théng an ninh va
xac dinh céng vao thi cAu mdi noi, “Thé ra cau thich Nguoi Doi ha?”

Cai tén St. Clair dang ghét nay.

T6i khoanh tay va dudi dai trén ghé nhya. T6i khong c6 tAm trang dua
gidn. Cau ngdi canh tdi va khoac tay qua chiéc ghé trong phia bén kia.
Nguoi dan ong ngdi ddi dién chung toi chui mili vao cai may tinh xach tay,
t6i cling gia vo chii miii vao may tinh ctia 6ng ta. Hirm, chti miii vao phan

vO cua no.

St. Clair 4m & 4m U gi d6. Thay t6i chang phan Ung gi cdu bén lang 18 hat
1én. “Chudng reo vang, Ngwoi Doi boc miii, Robin chay mat...”

“Hay lam, minh hi€u ¥ cdu r6i. Ha ha. Minh ngdc qua nhi.”

“Sao co? Chi la mdt bai hat Giang sinh tho1 ma.” Cau cuoi toe toét va
tiép tuc hat to hon. “Xe doi mat bdnh, trén xa 16 M1, hé!”

“Doi da.” To1 cau may. “Gi co?”
“Cau hot gi?”

“Cau hat sai ro1.”
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“Khong dau.” Cau ngimng lai. “Céu hat bai d6 thé nao?”

To61 vo Ién a0 khoac dé€ kiém tra ho chiéu. Phu. Van con & do6. “Phai la
Chuong reo vang, Batman boc mui, Robin dé trung...”

St. Clair khit miii. “D¢ trimg ha? Robin khong dé trung...”

“Xe doi mat banh va Joker chuén nhanh.”

Cau nhin cham cham t6i trong mdt gidy va tuyén bd chic nich, “Khong.”
“Pung ma. Chtr cai xa 10 trong bai cua cau la sao?”

“Xa 10 M1. Nbi lién London va Leeds.”

T6i cuoi ty man. “Ngudi Doi 1a nguoi My. Anh dy khong chay trén xa 16
M1.”

“O thi anh 4y dang di nghi.”

“Ai bao Nguoi Doi c6 thoi gian di nghi vay?”

“Cd sao chung ta lai cdi nhau vé Nguoi Doi nhi?” St. Clair ruén nguoi.
“Cau dang bé huong cau chuyén. Thuc té 1a ciu, Anna Oliphant, da ngu
quén sang nay.”

“Ho, cam on.”

“Cau d6.” St. Clair nhip ngon tay lén chan t61. “Da ngu quén.”
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Toi lai tap trung vao chi€c may tinh xach tay cuia nguoi dan 6ng kia.
“Ua. Cau da ndi roi.”

St. Clair cuoi tuoi ro1 va nhin vai, dong tac toan than do bién cau tr
nguol Anh thanh nguot Phap. “Nay, ching ta dd qua cua trot lot phai
khong? Khong bi thiét hai gi cd.”

T6i 16i mot cudn sach ra khoi ba-16, d6 13 tuyén tip nhitng binh luin
phim dé dugc yéu thich nhat ciia Roger Ebert ¢ twya dé 1a Phim ciia ban
qud tom. S& 1a mot dau hiéu dé St. Clair hiéu ra va cho t6i yén. Cau biét y
lién ngdi I lai, g6 chan 1én tAm tham xanh xau xi.

T6i cam thay toi 16i vi da to ra gay git. Néu khong c6 St. Clair thi toi da
16 mat chuyén bay. Cau dang lo ding g ngén tay 1én bung, mai toc sim
mau rdi hon ngay thuong nhung trong cang quyén rii hon. T6i nhoi dau nhd
lai nhitng budi sang bén nhau trudc d6. Chung t6i van cam nhu hén vé ngay
1& Ta on do.

Mot phu nif té nhat goi hanh khach 1én méy bay, trudc dung tiéng Phap,
sau dén tiéng Anh. T6i quyét dinh choi dep va cét cubn sach di. “Bon minh

ngdi hang nao?”

St. Clair nghién ctru thé 1én may bay. “G45. Cau van giit ho chiéu day
chu?”

To1 sO a0 khoac lan ntra. “Van con.”

“Tot 1am.” Va ro61 cau ludn tay vao tui 4o cua toi. Tim toi co giat nhung
cau khong dé tam. Cau cam lay hd chiéu cua t61 va mo ra.

KHOAN PA. Vi SAO CAU LAY HO CHIEU CUA TOI?
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St. Clair nhuéng may. Tdi ¢ giat lai nhung cau gitt né ngoai tam véi cua
t6i. “Sao mat cau bi 1é vay?” St. Clair bat cudi. “Cau ting di phau thuat mét
ma khong cho minh biét 427

“Tra day!” Thém mot 1an gianh giat va that bai, toi bén thay d6i chién
thuat va xody vao ao khoac cua St. Clair, 161 ra ho chiéu cua ciu.

“KHONG!”

To61 mo ra va bén trong la... cha bé St. Clair. “Tro1 o1, blrc anh nay co
tham nién bao lau r61?”

St. Clair quang tra ho chi€u cua t61 va giat lai cai cua minh. “Ttur h61 minh
hoc cdp hai day.”

Trude khi t6i kip phan tng thi nguoi ta goi dén khu vuc ctia ching toi.
Giir ho chiéu trude nguc, hai dira nép vao hang. C6 tiép vién mét moi kia
nhét vé ctia St. Clair qua mot cai may x¢é gidy va cau di qua. Toi cling dua
vé ra. “Pay 1a luot vao ctia hang ghé tir bdn muoi dén nim muoi. Xin vui
long ngdi lai cho dén khi tdi goi dén hang cua quy khach.” Méng tay son
bong ctia ¢o ta gb 1én tAm vé cua toi.

“Cai gi? Em & hang bon muoi lam...”

Thue té 1a t61 khong ¢ hang d6. Hang cua t6i duoc in dam bang muc den.
Hai muoi ba. Toi quén béng rang ching t6i khong ngdi cung nhau vi khong
cung dit vé. Chiing toi chi trang hop 18n cung mot chuyén bay. St. Clair doi
t6i & cudi 16i di. Toi bat lyc nhiin vai va chia ra thé 1én may bay. “Hang hai

muoi ba.”

St. Clair to ra ngac nhién. Thi ra cdu cting quén nhu t61.
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Ai d6 quat tiéng Phap vao mat t6i. Mot doanh nhan c6 bo toc den khong
ché vao dau duoc dang cd gang dua vé cho co tiép vién. Toi 1am bam xin
16i va dat qua bén canh. P6i vai St. Clair sup xuéng. Cau vy tay va bién
mat qua khuc quanh.

Tai sao chiing t6i khong thé ngdi canh nhau? Nguoi ta chia ghé ra dé 1am
gi chir? Nguoi phu nit bo pho kia goi dén khu vuc cia toi va toi nghi du
chuyén khing khiép cho c6 ta khi tim vé cua toi di xuyén qua mdy cit giy.
Chi it ghé cua t6i cling sat cira s0. Hang ghé giita va 16i di tdp nap doanh
nhan. Tdi vira cAm sach 1én — c¢6 vé chuyén bay nay s& ngdn nhiéu thoi gian
- thi c6 mot giong Anh 1& phép thu thi véi ngudi ngdi canh toi.

“Xin thir 16i nhung liéu ong day c6 thé vui 1ong d6i ghé giup t6i khong?
Ong thiy d6, ban gai t6i ngdi ddy ma co Ay lai dang c6 thai. C6 iy von hoi
mét khi 1én may bay nén t6i nghi c6 thé co Ay s& can ai do giir toc lai khi...
Um..” St. Clair gio cao cai tii non va lic lic. Lép gidy bi nhian nham khong
thuong tiéc.

Nguoi dan ong kia vot khoi ghé trong lac mit t6i do bing. Ban gdi ¢é
thai 1a sao?

“Cam on Ong. Toi ngdi ¢ hang G45 d6 a.” Cau len vao chiéc ghé tréng
va doi vi hanh khach kia bién mat méi 1én tiéng. Anh chang ngdi phia bén
kia khiép dam nhin cham cham chung t6i nhung St. Clair khong thém doai
hoai. “Ho xép minh ngéi canh mot cdp dang so mdc 4o so mi Hawaii doi.
Khéng c6 1y do gi dé chung ta phai chiu dung chuyén bay nay mot minh
trong khi c6 thé chiu dung n6 bén nhau.”

“Nghe mdi hay lam sao, cdm on cdu nhé.” Toi1 cuoi va St. Clair trong co

vé hai long cho dén luc cat canh - cau bau chit tay ghé va mit doi sang mau
banh nuéng vi chanh rat dang so. Toi voi ké vé 1an toi bi giy tay trong luc
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vo 14 Peter Pan dé cdu b6t cang thang. Chi khi ching t6i bong bénh giira
nhiing dam may St. Clair méi thu gian hoan toan.

Chuyén bay kéo dai tim gio troi qua chong vanh.

Bon t6i khong néi vé nhitng thtr dang doi bén kia dai duong. Khong dé
cap dén me cau. Khong nhic dén Toph. Thay vao d6, chung toi voc SkyMall
va choi tro Néu-ban—bu@c-phéi-mua—m@t—thﬁ-mg)i-trang. St. Clair cuo1 sac
sua khi t6i chon 10 nuéng banh kep xuc xich, con toi tréu cdu vé tim guong
phong tam khong mo hoi nudce va tro giai 6 chit 16n nhat thé gioi.

“It ra may cai minh mua cting rat thuc té,” cau noi.

“Cau s& lam gi voi tim bang giai 6 chit khong 16 ha? Oi, minh rét tiéc,
Anna a. Minh khong thé di xem phim ti nay. Minh con phai giai hai ngan
hang ngang vé chu dé Tiéng chim Na Uy.”

“It ra minh cling khong mua mot tdng nhya déo 16n dé che giau ‘nhiing
cay coOt dién xau xi’. Cau co biét minh khong co6 bai ¢é nao dé dat n6 khong
vay?”

“Minh c6 thé gidu nhimg thtr khac. Nhu... bai kiém tra tiéng Phéap bi
diém kém hoic cac thiét b linh tinh bat hop phap khac chang han.” Cau lai
cang cudi nic né khién toi phan khich theo. “Thé cau s& lam gi v6i mot cai
khay dung d6 an vit noi trén ho boi ¢6 gin dong co?”

“Minh s& dung né trong boén tim.” Cau lau mdt giot nudc mat trén ma.
“A, nhin kia! Mot btrc tuong dit trong vuon c6 hinh nti Rushmore. Pung

cai cau can nay Anna. Chi mat bon muoi do-la thoi! Mon hoi @6 nha!”

Chung t6i roi vao ngd cut & trang phu kién choi golf nén chuyén sang vé
voi cac tht tir hanh khach trén chuyén bay dén gi Euro Disney. Mat St.

https://thuviensach.vn



Clair 160 sang khi phac hoa gi ta ngd khoi cdy cau thang xoan 6c cta dién
Pantheon.

Mau phun ra nhu sudi va han con c6 doi tai Chudt Mickey nitra.

Vai gio sau St. Clair budn nga. Pau ciu guc vao vai toi. Toi khong dam
cwa minh. Mit troi dan 18n cao, bau troi héng cam lam t61 lién tuong dén
nudc trai cdy. Toi hit ha toc cau. Khong phai tro bién thai gi ddu. Ching qua
toc cau... san & do.

At han cau da day som hon t61 nghi vi mai téc dugm mui tuoi méi. Sach
s&. Khoe manh. Hirm. Ti chap chon trong gidc mo thanh binh va diéu ké
tiép ma toi biét 1a giong cua co truong choan hét khoang may bay. Chung
toi da dén noi.

To1 da vé dén nha.

To61 cam théy bon chén lo léng. Tya nhu ban nhac robot dong vat cua
Chuck E. Cheese!!! dang t6 chirc budi lién hoan trong bao tir toi vay. Toi
ludn thu ghét Chuck E. Cheese. Tai sao t6i luon nghi vé Chuck E. Cheese?
Tai sao ti cang thang? Toi chi sap gip lai me va Seany thoi ma? Ca Bridge
nita! Bridge bao no s& dén.

[1] Mot chuoi trung tam gidi tri gia dinh o My bao gom cwa hang pizza, khu tro choi va budi

trinh dién cua nhitng con robot dong vat.
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Chuyén bay chuyén tiép ctia St. Clair phai hon ba gid nita mdi cat canh
nén chiing t6i dén tau chay gitta cac nha don khach va ciu di cing toi dén
cong ra. Chung t6i da im ling tir khi xubng may bay. C6 1& hai dira déu mét.
Pén tram kiém soat an ninh thi ciu khong thé di xa hon. Nhiing quy dinh
ciia Co quan an ninh van tai My that ngé ngan. Toi udc minh cé thé gidi
thi¢u St. Clair vé1 gia dinh. Ban nhac Chuck E. Cheese cang lic cang hang
hai va t6i lay 1am la. Toi dau c6 lo lang khi phai roi xa cdu. Hai tuan nita
chung to1 s€ gdp lai nhau ma.

“Duoc r6i d6 Chudi. Pén lic tam biét roi.” Cau siét 1ay day deo ba-16 va
tdi bat chude 1am theo.

Giay phut nay 1€ ra chiing t61 phai 6m chao nhau. Nhung vi 1y do nao do
t61 khong thé 1am thé.

“No1 vo1 me cau la minh hoi tham bac nhé. Minh biét minh khong quen
me cau nhung minh cdm nhan dugc bac ay rat tot. Minh hy vong bac ay s€
khoe.”

Cau mim cuoi diu dang. “Cam on nhé. Minh s€ chuyén 101 td1 me.”

“Goi1 cho minh nhé?”

“Um, 16i cdu s& rat ban v4i Bridge va anh-ban-gi-d6 dén mirc quén ludn
thang ban nguoi1 Anh St. Clair nay cho xem.”

“Ha! Vay ra cdu 1a ngudi Anh ha!” T6i1 thui vao bung cau.

Cau tam ldy tay to6i va chung t6i vira cudi vira vét tay nhau. “Minh...
khong co... qubc tich ma.”
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To1 vung thoat ra. “Du sao thi minh da bat gido dugc cau. Oai!” Mgt ga
toc xam deo kinh méat tong cai va-li do soc vao chan toi.

“Nay, anh kia! Xin 16i di chtr!” St. Clair n6i nhung ga ta khong nghe thay
vi da di qua xa.

T6i xo0a cang chan. “Khong sao, chung ta dang dung giita duong ma.
Minh nén di.”

Lai dén lic 6m nhau. Cudi cung to1 bude dén va vong tay quanh nguoi
cau. St. Clair ciing do, 16ng ngong véi hai céai ba-16 cong kénh. Toi lai nguri
toc cau. Oi1 thién duong l1a day.

Bon toi tach ra. “T6i nay xem biéu dién vui vé nhé,” St. Clair noi.

“Minh s€ vui ma. Chuc cau thugng 16 binh an.”

“Cam on.” Cau can mong tay con toi di qua ctra an ninh va xuong thang
cuon. Téi ngoanh lai 1an cudi. St. Clair dang nhay loi choi va vay tay véi
to1. TO1 bat cuoi, guong mat cau sang burng. Thang cudn tiép tuc di xudng.

Khong con thay ciu nira.

T6i nudt khan va quay di. Thé roi - moi ngudi dang dimg d6. Me toi cudi
rang 1&, con Seany nhun nhay vay tay y hét St. Clair.

“Phut cudi Bridgette bao n6 xin 161.” Mg tra tién cho nguoi dan ba coc
can & budng soat v¢é bai dau xe cua san bay. “No6 phai luyén tap cho buoi

biéu dién.”

“Phai roi. Bon thang chwa gip ciing dau c6 dang gi.”
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“Chi Bridge 1a NGOI SAO NHAC ROCK diy,” Seany ndi tir bing ghé
sau, giong tran tré than phuyc.

O 6. C6 nguoi dang bi cam nang kia. “Vay ha nhéc?”
“Chi Bridge bao mot ngay nao d6 ban nhac cua chi iy s& xuét hién trén
MTYV, khong phai cai kénh do hoi dau nhé, chi phai lap dit goi truyén hinh

cap dac biét thi mdi xem duogc.”

To1 quay nguoi lai. Em trai to1 trong ty man mot cach ky quac. “Lam sao
em biét v€ may cai goi cap dac biét ha?”

Seany du dua hai chan. Mot bén dau goi dy tan nhang cta né dang phu
day cac miéng dan tir phim Chién tranh gitia cdc vi sao. Co khoang bay hay
tam cai nhu thé. “Chep. Chi Bridge néi cho em biét.”

“O. Chi hiéu roi.”

“Chi ay ciing ké vé loai bo ngwa. Cach bo ngya cai an twoi nubt séng dau
bo ngua duc. Chi éy ké vé Do té Jack?! va NASAP!, lai con chi cho em cach

lam mi 6ng va pho mai. Ngon lam, c6 go1 phd mai dinh dinh nira.”

[2] Mot tén sat nhan bi an ¢ Anh, dwoc nhac dén nhiéu trong cdc tac pham van hoc, phim danh,

bao chi...

[3] Tén viét tat cia Co quan Hang khéng va Vii tru My.
“Con gi nira khong?”

“Con rdt nhieu thir khac.” C6 mot mdi de doa lam le 16 dang.
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“Nay, chi c6 tht nay cho em.” T6i md khoa ba-16 va ldy ra mot hop
nhua. Nguoi Cat“ ban ge. N6 dang gia mot tudn tién an cia toi. Thang
nhoc lic ndo ciing khao khét cai nay. Toi dinh dé danh mén qua, nhung 1d
rang thang nhoc can tré vé phe toi.

[4] Mot nhan vt trong bo truyén tranh Chién tranh giira cdc vi sao.

To1 gio cao goi qua. Hinh nhan nho xiu gian dit trimg mat nhin vao bang
gh¢ xe hoi. “Qua Giang sinh sém!”

Seany khoanh tay. “Em c6 mdt céi roi. Chi Bridge da ting né cho em.”

“Sean! Me¢ day con cam on ngudi khac nhu thé ha? Cam on chi con di.
Chi con chac chan da rat vat vda mo1 mua duge mon qua doé cho con day.”

“Khong sao,” to1 lam bam, nhét mon do choi vao tai. That ngac nhién
khi mot thang nhoc bay tudi cau ban c6 thé 1am toi cam thay tu ti dén vay.

“N6 nhé con 1am. N6 noi vé con ludn mom, nhung lai khong biét cach
biéu dat khi con ¢ ddy. Sean! Pung da ghé nira. Me di din con khong dugc
d4 ghé ctia me trong luc me dang lai xe co ma?”

Seany sung sia. “Chiing ta dén McDonald’s dugc khong?”

Me nhin t61. “Con c6 doi khong? Con ¢6 dugce an trén may bay khong?”

“Con tu an duoc ma me.”

Chung t61 ré khoi duong 16n va tat vao mot cira hang ban thirc an cho

khach di xe. Ho van chua phuc vu bita trua nén Seany ndi cau. Chung t61
quyét dinh chon khoai tdy chién. Me va Seany udng nudc ngot, toi goi ca
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phé. “Bay gio con udng ca phé nira a?” Mg t6 ra ngac nhién va dua tach cho
toi.

To1 nhun vai. “Moi nguoi ¢ truong déu uong ca phé a.”
“Me hy vong con van uong sira.”
“Nhu thang Sean dang uong sita sao me¢?”’

Me nghién rang. “HOm nay la dip dac biét. Chi gai n6 vé an mung Giang
sinh.” Mg chi vao la c6 Canada trén ba-16 cua t61. “Cai d6 1a sao?”

“St. Clair ban con da mua cho con. Pé con khong cam thay lac 16ng.”

Me nhudng may trong luc vong xe ra duong. “O Paris ¢6 nhi€u nguoi
Canada 1am ha con?”

Mit t61 noéng ran. “Co mdt dao con cam thay ngu ngdc thé nao ay. Giong
nhiing du khach M§ mang giay thé thao trang va quang may anh quanh co.
Vay nén ban ay mua n6 cho con dé con khong cam thay xau ho vi 1a nguoi
My.”

“La nguoi My khong c6 gi dang xau ho ca,” me to1 cau kinh.

“Chua o1, me¢ a, con bi€t chtr. Y con la... thoéi quén viéc do di.”

“Co phai ban con 1a ciu bé ngudi Anh c6 b 12 nguoi Phap khong?”

“Chuyén d6 thi co lién quan gi?” Téi ndi gian. To6i khong thich diéu me
dang am chi. “Hon nita cdu 4y 1a nguoi My. Cau dy duoc sinh ra & day. Me
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cau ay song ¢ San Francisco. Ching con ng6i canh nhau trén sudt chuyén

29

bay.

Chung t6i ding trude dén d6. Me nhin cham cham vao toi. “Con thich

L

no.

“OI CHUA Ol, ME!”

“Con thich thang bé d6.”

“Cau éy chi 1a mot ngudi ban. Cau éy coO ban gai roi.”

“Anna c6 ban traii,” Seany reo ho.

“Chi khong co!”

“ANNA CO BAN TRAIII!”

T6i nhap mot ngum ca phé va bi sic ngay. Mui vi kinh khung qua. Giéng
nhu nuéc céng. Khong dang, con té hon nude cdng — it nhat nude cong
cling 13 chat hitu co. Seany van dang tréu choc t6i. Me vong qua dé tim doi

chan thang nhoc lai dang da ghé ctia ba. Me thay t6i nhin nhé véi ly ca phé.

“Oi 6i. Mot hoc ky ¢ Phap va bong dung chung ta c6 mot Quy cd Sanh
diéu. B6 con s& mung lim day.”

Cu nhu thé do 1a lua chon cua t61! Cr nhu thé t61 doi1 dén Paris! Va sao
me dam nhac dén bo chir.

“ANNA CO BAN TRAIII!”
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Chiing toi tro lai duong lién bang. Pang 1a gio cao diém va giao thong &
Atlanta dang don thanh mot khéi. Chiéc xe dang sau chung t6i rung lac
trong tiéng bass am 1. Xe phia trudc khac ra mot ludng khi thai vao 16 thong
hoi ctia xe chung toi.

Hai tuan. Chi hai tuan nira thoi.

Sofia d3 lia doi. Boi vi me t6i chi 14i nd ra ngoai ba lan tir lic t6i rdi nha
ma gio nod bi ket trong mdt ctra hang stra chita nao do trén dai 10 Ponce de
Leon. Du chiéc xe cia toi co 1a mot déng kim khi phé thai mau do thi no
van 1a do ciia t6i. Toi dd mua nd bang sb tién mod hoi nude mat danh doi tir
thir mui kho ngiri cia bap rang trén toc va bo nhan tao trén hai canh tay.
Chiéc xe duoc dit tén theo tén nit dao dién toi yéu thich nhét, Sofia
Coppola. Sofia da dyng 1én nhiing bo phim an twong véi phong cach tinh
lang nhung khong ché vao dau duwoc. Ba cling 1a mot trong hai phu nit My
duy nhat duoc dé cir giai Oscar cho Pao dién xuat sic nhat v6i phim Lac 16
o Tokyo!'.

[1] Tén tiéng Anh: Lost in Translation
Dang 1€ ba phai gianh dugc gidi thuong do.
“Sao con khong ngo61 chung xe voi cac ban cua con nhi?” Me héi khi toi

phan nan vé vi¢c lai chiéc xe tdi nho ctia ba dén buoi bi€u dién cua nhom
Penny Dreadfuls.
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“Vi Bridge va Toph s& c¢6 mat & d6 trude. Ho phai chuan bi nita chi.”
Thuyén truéng Jack ¢t nhang 1én doi qua vit nén toi thay mot vién keo cam
vao chudng va cu 1ét 16p 1ong sau tai no.

“Matt khong thé ché con a?”

Subt may thang nay tdi c6 néi chuyén véi Matt dau. Toi doan ciu ta s&
dén cung Cherrie Milliken. Thé thi t6i danh xin kiéu. “Con khong goi Matt

2

dau.

“Hu, Anna nay, s€ 1a Matt hoac xe tai nhé. Me¢ khong chon gium con

2

dau.

T6i danh chon ban trai cii cia minh. Chung toi timg 14 ban tot nén toi
cling c6 phan mong gip lai cdu ta. Co 1& Cherrie cling khong xau nhu toi
van nhé. Nhung su thuc hoan toan khong nhu hy vong. Chi sau nim phut
d6ng hanh véi nd, t6i di khong thé chap nhan sao Bridge c6 thé ngdi canh
né trong moi bita trwa. Cherrie quay lai nhin t6i ¢ biang ghé sau, mai toc
tung bay nhu tim rém diy stc séng trong doan phim quang céo dau goi
dau. “Cac chang trai & Paris c6 hay ho khong?”

To1 nhin vai. “Cling chi 1a dan Paris théi ma.”
“Ha ha. Cau vui tinh qua.”

Tiéng cudi vo hon chi 1 mot trong sd nhimg tinh cach chan chét cta né.
Matt thay gi & con bé nay nhi?

“Khéng c6 ai dic biét hay sao?” Matt mim cudi va liéc toi qua guong
chiéu hau. Toi da quén mat mit ciu ta c6 mau nau. Tai sao voi mot sd
nguoi do6i mat do trong rat tuyét con voi mot sd khac lai vé cing binh
thuong nhi? Mai toc nau sam kia ciing vay. Vé ngoai cua St. Clair va Matt
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c6 kha nhiéu diém twong dong. Mat: nau. Ching tdc: da trang. Chiéu cao 1a
diém khéc biét dang ké nhat. Nhung ciing chi c6 thé. Nhu thé t6i dang so
sanh moén nam truyp hao hang véi mot thanh Mr. Goodbar vay.

Toi1 lai nghi van vo vé mén nam truyp hdo hang. Va ban gai cua cau.
“Khong han.”

Cherrie 161 kéo Matt vao mot cau chuyén gi do cuia dan hgp xudng ma toi
biét minh khong thé xia vao. Mr. Goodbar giéi thiéu cac nhan vat trong ciu
chuyén d6 nhung tam tri t61 da lang thang & mot cdi khéac. Bridgette va
Toph. Bridge van trong nhu xwa phai khong? Toph va t6i c6 tiép tuc cau
chuyén dang d¢ ctia minh khong?

Ap luc dé ning 1én toi. Toi sap stra gip Toph.

Lan cudi gip mat bon t6i da hén nhau. Toi khong thé khong mo mong vé
su tring phung nay. Toph sé& thay toi trong dam dong, cu ta s& khong thé
roi mat khoi toi va hat tang to1. To1 s€ dén gap cau ta ¢ hau truong. Hon cau
ta trong goc t6i. Co thé sap t6i toi s& danh tron ky nghi déng dé hon hit
Toph. Trudc khi dén cau lac bo, long da t61 da xao Xuyén bon chon.

Co diéu lac Matt mé cira, toi nhan ra chung t61 khong dén cau lac bo.
Noi nay giéng... mot sin choi bowling. “Chiing ta dén dung noi khong
vay?”

Cherrie gat dau. “Tat ca nhitng ban nhac vi thanh nién uu ta nhét déu
choi ¢ day.”

“0.” Bridge da khong néi 13 né choi nhac trong mot san bowling. Nhung

cling khong sao, van la mgt hop dong khong 16. Toi quén mat van dé tuoi
tac. To1 ngdc qua, co phai té1 da ¢ Phap tor may kiép dau co chu.
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Nhan vién bén trong bao tui t61 phai mua vé choi mdi duge & lai xem
biéu dién. Piéu d6 dong nghia voi viéc chung toi phai thué gidy bowling.
Ec, khong. Khong doi nao t6i mang gidy choi bowling. Hang trim con
nguoi da st dung ching va mot it Lysol co thé giét chét tat ca vi khuin
nhdp nhia tir ban chan d6 khong? Sao ma to1 tin cho dugec.

“Puoc thoi,” toi noi khi ngudi ta tha gidy trén quay tinh tién. “Cac anh
c6 thé giir lai chiing.”

“Nay, em khong dugc phép vao choi ma khong mang giay.”

“Em khong vao choi.”

“Lay giay di. Em dang lam ca hang tri tré dy.”

Matt giat 1ay doi giay cia toi. “Xin 18i nhé.” Cau ta lac dau. “Anh quén
1a em kho chiu véi méy thir nay.” Va rdi Cherrie gat gong nén Matt cam
ludn gidy cua con bé. Cau ta gidu ching bén dudi mot chiéc ghé nhua mau
cam va tui toi linh dén san khau sat birc tuong tit dang xa. C6 mot nhoém
nho dang tu tap & do.

Khong thay Bridge va Toph, t6i cling khong quen nhitng ngudi khac.

“Anh nghi ho s& dién dau tién,” Matt noi.

“Y anh Ia ho s& hat mé man & mot san choi bowling danh cho thiéu nién
ha?” to1 hoi.

Matt liéc xéo toi va toi cam thady minh chi con cao ching sau tac. Cau ta
n6i dung. Viéc nay van qua dinh! Pay 1a budi trinh dién dau tién cta ho!
Nhung khi ching t6i lang thang xung quanh, t6i lai cam thay non nao. Ao
thun gia ré ciang nich bén ngoai nhiing cai bung bia. Ao khoac NFL thung
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thinh va ma heo xong khoi. Van biét noi t6i dang dimg 1a mot san choi
bowling, nhung sy khac biét giita ngudi My va ngudi Phap qua that rat
dang kinh ngac. T6i xau ho khi nhin dat nudc minh dudi con mat ctia ngudi
Phép. It ra nhitng nguoi nay ciing nén chai dau trudc khi ra khoi nha cha
nhi?

“Em theém keo cam thao qua,” Cherrie tuyén bo. N6 sai budc dén quay
do an vat va trong dau téi chi nghi sau nay no sé chang khac gi nhirng
nguoi nay.

Y nghi d6 khién toi cam thay vui vé hon mot chut.

Khi Cherrie trd lai, t6i bdo cho né biét chi mot miéng nhé cua cai keo
chtira Red Dye #40 d6 ciing c6 thé giét chét em trai t6i. “Chua oi, bénh
qud,” n6 néi. Toi lai nghi vé St. Clair. Vi ba thang trudc toi ciing néi véi
cau cau tuong tu, nhung thay vi rua t61 méc bénh thi cau chi hoi v&i mot su
to mo thanh thuc, “Sao lai thé?”

D6 1a mot hanh dong lich su khi ¢6 ai d6 mang lai cho ban mot mau doi
thoai thu vi.

Khong biét St. Clair da gap duoc me chua. Cau da dén California duogc
hai gio. B6 cau sé ra don va ché thang téi bénh vién. Chic luc ndy ciu dang
& bén me minh. Toi nén nhan tin kém nhimg 10i chiic sitc khoe. Toi 1ay dién
thoai ra, nhung dung lac iy nhom thinh gia nho nhé v da trong tiéng tung
ho.

To1 quén ludn viéc nhan tin.

Nhom Penny Dreadfuls, rung dong trong sy phan khich day ning luong,
budc ra tir... phong danh cho nhan vién. Ciing 6n. Tuy khong hao nhoang
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béng cich xudt hién tir hau truong nhung nhom nhac trong rat TUYET. Pic
biét 1a hai nguoi ban cua to1.

Van 14 tay choi bass cii. Reggie van thudng dén chd 1am va tran 16t Toph
vé xem phim mién phi nhitng bd phim chuyén thé tir truyén tranh. Toc che
di ntra khuoén mat va d6i mat ciia Reggie nén toi khong thé biét cau ta dang
nghi ngoi gi. Toi ctr hoi kiéu nhu, “Nguwoi sif? mdi c6 hay khong?” Cau ta
s& dap, “Hay,” bang mot giong budn chan. Va vi hai mét ctia cdu ta bi gidu
nhem nén toi khong biét nhu thé 1a hay tuyét, hay vira vira hay 1a hoi hay
hay. Toi cam thay ttrc anh 4ch.

[2] Tén tiéng Anh: Iron Man.

Bridgette thi rat 1ong 1iy. N6 mic 40 phong ngan khoe hai canh tay sin
chéc, mai toc vang ong dugc bui dila theo phong cach Cong chua Leia. Toi
tir hoi khong biét co phai day 13 ¥ tuong cta Seany khong. N6 tim thay toi
ngay lap tirc va guong mit bung sang nhu cdy thong Gidng sinh. Toi vay
tay trong lc Bridge dua dila 1én trén dau, dém sb va bat dau thang hoa.
Reggie hoa cing diéu bass va Toph... toi tam gat Toph qua mdt bén vi biét
mot khi di thdy cau ta thi hai mét t6i s& khong roi di dugc.

Vi Toph. Van. Rat. Nong bong.

Toph gay dan nhu thé cau ta muon dung né d€ nhém Itra, cau co tiéng
gam gian dir cia nhac rock, mo hoi 1ap lanh trén tran va hai bén toc mai.
Quan dai cua cau ta bo sat va c6 mau xanh soc, lam t61 nhé lai Miéng Mam
X61 Xanh ngay trude. Vé quyén rii chét nguoi ay ludn lam t61 ngay ngat.

Va r6i... Toph trong thay toi.

Toph nhudng may va mim cuoi, nu cudi bieéng nhac lam long t61 rao ruc.
Matt, Cherrie va t61 nhiin nhay xung quanh, t61 hd ho1 dén muirc chang them
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ban tim minh dang nhay nhét véi Cherrie Milliken. “Bridge choi hét siy

luén!” nod noi.

“T6i biét chir!” Tim t6i bung nd cam giac tu hao. N6 1 ban than nhét cua
t6i va toi ludn biét nd co tai. Gio ddy moi nguoi ciing biét dén tai ning cua
n6. Toi khong biét minh dang mong chd diéu gi — 6 1& 1a mong phan toc
mai cua Reggie s€ can tré kha nang choi nhac cua cdu ta — nhung cdu ta
cling choi rat boc. Ban tay cua cdu ta gidy vo nhitng diy dan, vit ra mot
diéu nhac budc ngudi nghe 1én con cudng say. Khuyét diém bé xiu duy nhat
lai 1a... Toph.

Pung hiéu sai ¥ t6i. Loi bai hat Téi-la-ké-thua-cuéc phan d6i sy ap dat
clia cAu ta rat hoan hao. Rat bat tai. Noi tirc gidn va dam mé choang ngop
dén murc cai ga tho 16 phia sau quay thué giay cling phai gt gi. Di nhién
Toph choi nhac rat truyén cam.

Nhung doan ghi-ta cia cau ta thuc su con non kém. Noi thé khong phai
to1 la chuyén gia vé dan ghi-ta. T61 tin chic d6 1a mot loai nhac cu kho va
thong qua luyén tap Toph s& giéi hon. That kho dé thong thao mot thur gi do
néu ban ctr ludn ket cung sau quéy ban do an vit. Tiéng nhac am 7 lam bon
t6i hung phan. Toi quén mat minh dang & sin choi bowling ciing nhu
chuyén minh dang lic lu quay cudng véi ban trai cii va ban gai méi cia cdu
ta. Bai hat két thiic rat nhanh.

“Chuing t6i 1 nhém Penny Dreadfuls, cam on di dén ting ho ching toi.
Toi 1a Toph, Reggie choi bass va ¢6 nang nong bong phia sau la Bridge.”

Toi1 gao ru.
Bridge cudi rang 1§ voi Toph. Cau ta nhudng may va quay lai liéc mat

mot cach déu cang voi dam dong. “Um, m. Pung hong léng phéng véi co
ay, vi co ay la cta t6i. BIEN PI, ATLANTA. CHUC NGU NGON!”
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Khoan di. Cai gi thé?

Cau ta vura no1 gi vay?

Toph hung hdang d4 phang gia do micro va ba nguoi cua nhom cung nhay
ra san khau. Su kich tinh giam di d6i chut khi ho phai tré lai ngay sau d6 dé
thu don dd dac trude khi nhém nhac ké tiép trinh dién. Téi ¢d nhin vao mat
Bridge nhung n6 khong ngd ngang dén toi. Anh mat né don vao bd tréng.

Toph uong mot hdp nudce, vay chao to1 ro1 bé bo khuéch am ra bai do xe.

',’

“Qua da! Ho choi hay qua!” Cherrie noi.

Matt vo lung t6i. “Em nghi sao? Bridge da cho anh nghe mot it tir vai
tuan trudc nén anh biét budi biéu dién s& rat xuat sic.”

T6i nghen ngao nudt nude mat. “Um. CAu ay vira noi gi vay?”

“Anh 4y bao Bridge di choi mot vai bai cho bon nay cach day it tuan,”
Cherrie n61 nhu quat vao mat toi.

Toi lui lai. “Khong. Toph vira n6i cai gi? Trude doan vé Atlanta ay?”

“Ha, ‘dung hong léng phéng vao1 ban gai cua to1” chur gi nira?” Cherrie
hoi.
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T6i khong thé dugc. Toi sap 1én con dau tim.
“Em c6 on khong?” Matt hoi.

Tai sao Bridge khong nhin dén t6i? Téi lao ddo budc téi nhung Matt da
giit toi lai. “Anna, em d3 biét n6 va Toph dang hen ho phai khong?”

“Em phai noi chuyén véi Bridge.” Co6 hong t6i that lai. “Em khong
hiéu...”

Matt chiri thé. “Anh khong thé tin n6 khong néi véi em.”
“Bao... bao lau r6i?”

“Tur 1€ Ta on,” Matt ndi.

“Tur Ié Ta on? Nhung né khong néi... chua bao gio noi...”
Cherrie hon ha hon ha. “Cau khong biét ha?”

“KHONG, TOI KHONG BIET.”

“Pi théi Anna.” Matt cb kéo t6i di nhung toi day cdu ta ra va nhay 1én
san khau. Toi mé miéng nhung khong thdt nén 10i.

Cuo6i cung Bridge ciing chiu nhin ti. “T¢ xin 16i,” no 1i nhi.

“Cau xin 16i ha? Cau da hen ho véi Toph tir thang trudc va gio cau xin
l0i ha?”
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“Moi viéc xay ra rat tinh co. TS da dinh ké voi cau, t& dd muon ké vai

2

cau...

“Nhung cdu khong diéu khién dugc cai miéng cua cdu phai khong? DéE
ma Bridge. N6i dé lam. Nhin minh di! Minh dang noéi...”

“Cau biét day, dau c6 dé ndi ra chuyén d6! Td khong cb tinh dé thanh ra
thé nay, nhung thuc té 1a vay...”

“0), cau da khong dinh pha hoai do1 minh! Chi 1a ‘tinh ¢o’ phai khong?”

Bridge ding 1€n ro1 khoi dan trong cua nd. Gio day nd cao hon to1. “Cau
noi gi vay, pha hoai doi cau ha?”

“Dung hong gia ngu, ciu biét chinh xac minh dang muon noi gi. Lam sao
ma cau lai lam vay véi1 minh?”

“Minh lam gi cau cht? Hai nguot da hen ho dau!”

T6i tuyét vong hét 1én. “Bay gio thi chic chan bon minh s& khong hen ho

'93

duoc ro1

N6 canh khoée. “K¢ ra cling khé hen ho vé1 mdt nguoi khong ¢6 hing tha
vOi1 cau.”

“DO DOI TRA!”

“Cau bo roi1 bon nay dé di Paris va hy vong bon nay dong bang cudc
song dé doi cau ha?”
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Quai ham t6i tré xudng. “Minh khong bo roi ciu. Minh di bi day di co

mé 29
“U, phai roi. Cau bi day dén Paris trong lic minh ket lai & cai xit Georgia
khi gi6 trong ngo1 trudong to1 tan va cong viéc trong tré rac ruoi...”

“Néu trong chung em minh 1a cong viéc rac rudi thi sao cau con [am?”
“Y minh khong phai...”

“Vi cau mubn né ciing quay lung v6i minh phai khong? Ha ha. Chic
mumng nhé Bridge. K& sach cua cdu rat thanh cong. Em trai minh yéu mén
cau va chan ghét minh. Cau sé duoc chao don chuyén vao nha minh khi
minh ra di. Cudc séng ctia minh 13 thir cdu thém mudn phai khong?”

No6 rung minh gian dir. “Xudng dia nguc di.”

“Cu doat léy cudc séng ctia minh. Céu c6 thé c6 n6 roi do. Chi cin can
than v&i chiéu BAN THAN NHAT CHOI KHAM théi!” Tbi quat nga mat
cai gia d& chap cheng va thir nhac cu 1am bang déng thau dé roi xudng tao
ra chan dong chdi tai vang vong khip san choi bowling. Matt goi tén tdi.
Cau ta da goi tir ndy gid sao? Matt kéo tay t6i di qua déng day dién va
phich cam trén nén dat. Chiing toi bo di, di ludn, di thang.

Moi ngudi ¢ san bowling déu nhin t6i chong choc.
T6i chi dau dé toc che hét mat. Toi dang khoc. Chuyén nay sé khong bao
gid xay ra néu t6i khong cho Toph s dién thoai ciia Bridge. Nhimng budi tap

khuya khodt cua ho... Toph bao no la cua cau ta! Li¢u ho c6 may mua trong
nha t61 khong?
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Toph c6 ghé vao nha téi luc nod trong chung Seany khong? Ho c6 vao
phong ngu cua to61 khong?

TO1 s€ ndon ra mat thoi. To1 sé non. To1 sé...

“Em s& khong non,” Matt noi. Téi khong biét minh vira noi ra suy nghi
trong dau nhung t6i chang dé tim. Con ban than nhét cua t6i dang cap ke
vo1 Toph. N6 dang cap ké voi1 Toph. N6 dang cdp ké voi Toph. N6 dang cap
ke - v&i Toph.

Va Toph dang ¢ day.

Ngay trudc mit toi, trong bai dd xe. Than hinh manh khanh dang trong
trang thai thu gian, cau ta dua cap hong soc xanh vao xe. “Cé chuyén gi vay
Annabel Lee?”

Cau ta chua bao gio ¢6 hirng thu véi t61. Bridge da bao vay.

Toph dang tay cho t61 mot cai 6m than tinh nhung t61 da chui ngay vao
trong xe Matt. Toi nghe thdy cau ta cdu kinh, “C6 dy bi sao vay?” Matt
khinh miét tra 10i nhung t6i khong dé y. Téi cir chay, chay, chay mai, toi
mudn roi xa bon ho, roi xa dém nay, cang xa cang tot. T6i uéc minh dang

nam trén giwong. To1 udc minh dang ¢ nha.

To1 uwdc minh dang & Paris.
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“Anna. Anna, cham lai. Vay la Bridge dang hen ho vdi1 Toph?” St. Clair
hoi qua dién thoai.

“Ttr 1& Ta on. N6 di ltra d6i minh trong sudt thoi gian qua!”

Bau troi Atlanta nhat nhoa bén ngoai cira s6 xe hoi. Nhiing toa thap nhap
nhay anh dén tring xanh. Ching c¢6 vé rdi rac hon céc toan nha ¢ Paris,
trong nhu khong c6 mét mdi lién hé nao. Chung chi 1a nhiing khdi chit nhat

vo tri duogc thiét ké cao hon, dep hon nhiing cai khéc.

“Minh can cau hit thd that sau,” cau no1. “On chua? Hit thd sau va bat
dau lai tir dau.”
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Matt va Cherrie quan sat t6i qua guong chiéu hau trong lic toi thuat lai
cau chuyén. Pau day bén kia chot 1ang thinh. “Cau con d6 khong?”” Toi hoi,
roi giat minh khi thdy mét to khin gidy mau hong di vao mat minh, 14 cua
Cherrie. N6 trong c6 vé ay nay.

T6i don lay to khin gidy do.

“Minh ¢ day.” St. Clair dang gian dir. “Minh chi tiéc 1a minh khong ¢ do.
O cung cdu. Minh uéc c6 thé 1am duoc didu gi d6.”

“Mudn xtr n6 cho minh a?”
“Minh dang dong gbdi may loai am khi day nay.”

To61 khut khit. “Minh ngéc that déy. Sao minh lai nghi cau ta thich minh
co chtr. Té nhat 13 khi biét duoc cu ta chua bao gid ¢6 htrng tht voi minh.”

“Nham nhi. Thang day da thich ciu.”
“Cau ta khong thich minh,” t61 n6i. “Bridge bao vay.”
“Vi no6 ghen véi cau! Anna, minh da c6 mat vao cai dém Toph goi cau.

Minh théy anh mat cau ta danh cho ciu trong nhitng buc anh.” T61 dinh
phan bac nhung St. Clair cat 15i. “Ké nao dién khung 1am méi khong thich

29

cau.
Mot khoang ling chodng vang & ca hai dau day.

“Boi vi, cdu thong minh va vui tinh. Minh khong néi cau khong hap dan
dau nhé. Cau hap dan. Oi, ké di...”
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To1 cho doi.

“Cau con nghe hay di gac may vi minh 1a mot thang ngde chét tiét?”
“Minh dang nghe.”

“Chua o1, cau lam minh lo déy.”

St. Clair cho rang toi hap dan. Lan thir hai cau noi thé.

“Tro chuyén vo1 cau rat thoai mai,” St. Clair ti€p tuc, “thinh thoang minh
v . 4 9
cir ngd cau la mot trong s6 nhitng thang ban cua minh.”

Troi oi. Cau nghi t6i 1a Josh. “Ngung lai di. Minh khong thé chap nhan
bi so sanh v&i mot thiang ban nao ddy ngay lac nay...”

“Minh khong c6 y...”

“Me cau thé nao? Xin 161, minh da than thé sudt du dang 1y ra nén noi vé
me cau, minh tham chi con khong héi...”

“Cau da héi thaim me minh ngay khi vira bat may. Minh 1a nguoi da goi
cAu ma. Minh mudn biét vé tinh hinh budi biéu dién ciing nhu chuyén
chung ta dang no1 dén.”

“0.” T6i nghich ngom con gau tric nhdi bong trén tdm 16t san xe. Chu
giu mang theo trai tim satanh ghi dong chit Em iu anh. Khong can doan
cling biét d6 1a qua cua Cherrie. “Me cau thé nao?”

“Me minh... cling 6n.” Bat thinh linh giong cau c6 vé mét moi. “Minh

khong xac dinh duoc tinh trang cia me. Mg vira kha hon lai vira té di. Minh
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d3 hinh dung diéu khung khiép nhat — toan thdn me tham tim va gay roc —
nhung gid minh nhe nhdm vi me¢ minh khéng bi nhu vay. Tuy nhién, tan
mat nhin thdy me syt cAn tram trong thi minh lai... Me nam trong phong
bénh boc chi vo1 cac loai 6ng nhua, chéng con suc luc nao.”

“Cau dugc phép ¢ bén bac khong? Bay gio cau dang ¢ bénh vién a?”

“Khéng, minh dang ¢ nha. Minh chi duoc phép vao thaim mét lat dé
tranh anh hudéng cua chat phong xa.”

“Con bo cau?”

St. Clair im ling trong gidy lat va toi so rang minh di 1an qua lin ranh.
Luc sau cdu noi. “Ong ta dang ¢ day. Vi me ma minh dang duong dau voi
ong ta.”

“St. Clair?”

“Gi?”

“Minh rat tiéc.”

“Cam on cau.” Giong cau nho dan trong khi Matt lai xe vao khu nha toi.

T6i the dai. “Minh phai di day. Gan dén nha roi. Matt va Cherrie dang
cho minh qua giang.”

“Matt ha? Ban trai cii cua cau phai khong?”

“Sofia dang bi dem di stra r61.”
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St. Clair im ling. “Um.”

Ngu6n ebooks: http://www.luv-ebook.com

Chung t6i cap may khi Matt 6 xe & 16i vao trudc nha t6i. Cherrie quay
lai va cham chd nhin t6i. “Tha vi day. Vira ndy 1a ai vay?”

Matt trong c6 vé kho chiu. “Gi co?” To1 hoi cau ta.
“Em chiu noi chuyén véi thang d6 nhung khong néi véi bon nay?”

“Xin 161,” t61 1am bam va leo ra khéi xe. “Cau ay chi 1a ban. Cam on da
cho em veé.”

Matt ciing ra khoi xe. Cherrie ham hé di theo nhung Matt ban cho n6 anh
mat sic 1ém. “Vay 1a sao?” Matt to tiéng. “Chiing ta khong con 1a ban nita
a? Em dang cat dudi bon nay ha?”

T6i 1 budc vé phia nha minh. “Em mét lam, Matt. Em di ngu day.”

Matt van di theo. T6i cam chia khoa nha thi bi ciu ta tim co tay khong
cho mo ctra. “Nghe ddy, anh biét em khong mudn nhic téi chuyén do,
nhung anh phai noi trude khi em vao trong va khoc ngit dén lac ngi thiép
di...”

“Matt, em xin anh...”
“Thang Toph d6 chang tot dep gi dau. N6 chua bao gio 1a mot dira tot
dep. Anh khong biét em thdy n6 hay ho chd ndo. N6 an noi ddp chat voi

moi nguoi, hoan toan khong dang tin va mac nhiing bd quan 4o rom ngu
ngoc...”
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“Anh ké may cai d6 lam gi?” Toi lai khoc va giat co tay ra khoi gong
kim cua céau ta.

“Anh biét em khong thich anh nhiéu nhu anh thich em. Anh biét em
mudn & canh théng d6 hon va anh di nin nhin tir rat 1au roi. Gid thi moi
chuyén da cham dit.”

Sy ho then dang chiém 14y t6i. Nghe Matt nhic vé tinh cam cua t6i danh
cho Toph ctt nhu 1a mot cuc hinh.

“Nhung anh van 12 ban em.” Matt to ra chan nan. “Anh phat 6m khi phai
nhin em phi hoai ning luong cho thang khon d6. Em mat qua nhiéu thoi
gian dé e ngai vé mdi quan hé gitra hai ngudi, nhung néu em c6 du diing khi
dé hoi thang dé thi dang ra em da biét no khong ximg véi em. Nhung em da
khong hoi. Em chua ting hoi n6 phai khong?”

Strc ning cta sy ton thuong dang vuot qua kha ning chiu dung cua toi.
“Lam on hay di di,” t6i thi thAm. “Lam on di di.”

“Anna.” Giong Matt nhan nha chd toi nhin lai cdu ta. “Han va Bridge
van sai khi khong noi v6i em. Em xtmg dang duoc nhiéu hon thé. Va anh
chan thanh hy vong nguoi vira tro chuyén véi em,” Matt chi vao chiéc dién
thoai trong vi t61, “s€ kha kham hon thé.”

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tir: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

https://thuviensach.vn


mailto:bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net
mailto:%C3%89tiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tiéu dé: GIANG SINH HANH PHUC.

Cdu dd quen véi tinh trang 1éch mii gio: chiea vay? Quy than oi, minh
khéng ngii dwoc. Minh c6 thé goi dién nhung minh khéng biét cqu con thirc
hay dang lam viéc nha hay mdy chuyén dai loai thé. Man swong tie vinh day
dén noi minh khéng thé nhin ra ngodi cira s6. Nhung néu c¢é thé, minh chdc
chan sé phat hién ra minh la ngueoi duy nhdt con séng & San Francisco.

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tur: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tiéu dé: Minh quén ké cau nghe.

Hém qua minh tréng thday mét gd mdc do Lién hoan Phim Atlanta trong
bénh vién. Minh da hoi xem anh ta co quen cdu khong nhung anh ta bao
khéong. Minh ciing gdp mdt ga khong 16 nhiéu Iong trong trang phuc Ba gia
Noel bam tron dang tang qua cho cdac bénh nhdn ung thu. Me minh da chup
buc anh ma minh dinh kem trong thw do. Luc nao trong minh ciing ngo
ngdc thé nay ha?

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tir: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr
Tiéu dé: Cau da thuc day chua?
Day di. Dy di. Day di.

Pén: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr
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Tw: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net
Tiéu dé: Tra 1oi: Cau da thuc day chua?

Minh ddy réi! Seany bdt dau nhdy nhét trén giwong minh tir ba gio trudc
co. Chi em minh dang mé qua va an banh quy dwong thay bita sdng. B6 da
ting minh mét chiéc nhan vang c6 hinh trdi tim. “Tdng con gdi rwou ciia
bé,” éng néi thé. Cir nhw minh la logi con gdi deo nhan hinh trdi tim ma
BO CO TA ting vdy. Seany thi dwoc ting vé sé do choi Chién tranh giita
cdc vi sao va mot bé mai nhan dé ma minh khé thich. Minh khong thé tin
me did moi bé dén du 1é Gidng sinh. Me néi hai nguwoi di chia tay trong hoa
binh va du hai nguoi van luén huc hic thi chi em minh van can hinh dnh bo
trong cudc song. Sang nay, chii dé vé téc minh dwoc 1én thét. B6 mudn minh
nhuém lai vi b6 nghi minh trong nhw mét “cé gdi ban hoa tam thieong”,
con me lai muén minh tdy bét di. Cir nhw bé me minh c¢é quyén quyét dinh
vay.

Odi, di day. Ong ba minh viea dén va ong noi dang gam guw doi gap dva
chau gai xinh xan cua ong. La minh ddy ma.

TB: Minh thich tam dnh dé lam. Ba gia Noel ré rang dang tam tia cdi
méng cdu. Gidng sinh vui vé nhé do lp di.

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tur: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tiéu dé: HAHAHA!

Co phai NHAN HEN UOC khong? Co phai bé cdu da tang cau mot chiéc
NHAN HEN UOC khéng?
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Pén: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tur: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tiéu dé: Tra 16i HAHAHA!
Minh khong them tra loi cau.

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tir: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tiéu dé: Nhitng cd gai ban hoa bat thuong.

Minh khong co gi dé noi vé gai ban hoa (ngoai viéc cdu sé la mot co gai
ban hoa do té vi nghé do vo cung nho nhuoc), minh chi muon go ra vay
thoi.

Pén Gidng sinh véi bo cé khién cdu cam thay ki qudc khéng? San dang
noéi vé nhiing van dé khé nuot, cau da lam cho ra 1é véi Bridge chiea? Minh
dang don xe buyt dé dén bénh vién. Minh mong bita t6i Gidng sinh ciia cdu
€ sup dé hodan toan khi minh tré vé. Trong hém nay minh chi dwoc mét té
muesliV. Lam sao me minh ¢ thé an cdi thir rdc rudi dé nhi? Minh thdy
nhu dang tréu trao gam mun cua vady.

[1] Mot logi ngii coc an kem voi sita.

Pén: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tur: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net
Tiéu dé: Bira toi Giang sinh.
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MUESLI w? Hém nay la Gidng sinh va cdu dang an NGU COC w? Minh
s€ dung niém lyc gwi cho cau mot dia thic an cua nha minh nhé. Ga tay
trong 10, niede xot thit trén mdt 10, khoai tdy nghién va rau ham dang dwoc
chuan bi trong luc minh soan thu nay. Poi da. Minh ca la cqu ciing an banh
pudding, banh nuwéng nhan thit hodc thir gi dé twong tw phdi khéng? Um,
minh sé dung niém lyc gui banh pudding cho cdu nita nhé. Gui mon nao
cting dwoc ho? Minh van chwa néi chuyén lai voi Bridgette. Me lién tuc
giuc minh trd loi dién thoai nhung ky nghi déng nay da dang ghét lam réi.
(TAI SAO b6 minh lai & nha? NGHIEM TUC PAY. LAM GI PE BO BO PI
PI. B6 minh mdc Go len vin thirng mau trcfng to su sy, trong nhw mot lao
ngueoi tuyét hach dich cit lién tuc sap xép lai do dac trong tii bép. Me scp
giét bé réi. PO LA LY DO VI SAO ME KHONG NEN MOI BO PEN.) Di
sao thi minh ciing khéng muén do thém dau vao lira.

TB: Hy vong me cdu dang khd hon. Minh ldy lam tiéc vi cdu phdi danh
ca ngay trong bénh vién. Gid minh cé thé giri cau mét dia ga tay nhi.

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net
Tir: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr
Tiéu dé: Tra 1oi: Bira toi Giang sinh.

CAU thdy tiéc cho MINH? Minh dau phdi mét diva chwa tirng dwoc ném
banh pudding! Chuyén trong bénh vién van nhw vdy. Minh sé khéng ké 1é dé
cdu ngdn ngam dau. Dit vdy minh dd doi mét gio dé dén xe buyt tré vé va
troi bat dau dé mwa. Bdy gio minh dang & nha con bé minh dén bénh vién.
B6 con minh dd hoan thanh xudt sdc nhiém vy gia vo doéi phwong khéng ton
tai.
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TB: Me minh nhan cau “Giang sinh vui ve”. Vay nén Giang sinh vui vé
la loi chuc cua me minh, con Giang sinh hanh phuc la loi chuc cua minh
nhe.

Pén: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tw: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net
Tiéu dé: CUU MINH VOL

Bita toi. Té nhat. Trong lich sit. Chwa ddy ndm phit moi thir dd bing né.
Bé c6 ép Seany an ddu que ham thit nhung thang nhéc khéng chiu, thé la
bé trach me da khéng cho né dn di rau xanh. Me qudng nia va bdo b
khéng c6 quyén day me cdch nudi con. Va réi bo 16i cdi dong “Téi la bé
ching” dé me x6 ra cdi dong “Ong dd bé roi ching” trong lic ba néi ling
tai ciia minh la hét khéng ngimg nghi, “MUOI PAU! TOI KHONG NEM
DUQC MON THIT HAM NAY! DUA LO MUOI RA DAY!”

Va dén khi éng ndi phan nan la mén ga tdy “hoi khé” thi me da mat
kiém sodt. Y minh la me bat dau hét toang Ién.

Thang Sean so chét khiép va khéce 1éc chay vé phong, minh vao xem thé
nao thi thay né PANG BOC MOT QUE KEO!! Minh khéng biét né ldy cdi
dé ¢ dau. N6 biét la né khéng thé an Red Dye #40 co ma! Thé la minh gidt
keo cua no va no cang khoc loc tham thiét hon, me xéc vao va quat MINH,
cir nhw minh da dwa né cdi keo ngu ngéc dé. Me da khéng bay t6 thdi dd,
“Anna, cam on con da cwu mang dira con trai duy nhdt ciia me.” Sau do,
bé minh budc vao dé tié'p tuc trgn chién va ho thim chi con khong de y
Seany van dang thit thit.. Minh danh dwa né ra ngodi va cho né dan bdanh
quy, gio thi né dang tung tang chay quanh trong lic éng ba minh van ngoi
& ban dn nhuw thé cd nha sé lai ngoi xuéng va hodn tat bita dn vay.
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GIA BINH MINH B] LAM SAO AY THE NHI? Bdy gio b6 minh dang g6
cira. Tuyét voi. Ngdy 16 vé van nay cé thé dang ghét hon nita khéng???

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tur: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tiéu dé: CUU CAU.

Minh dang dich chuyén tirc thoi dén Atlanta. Minh sé dén cdu va chiing
ta sé dén mét noi ma hai gia dinh déu khéng thé tim ra. Tui minh sé dan
theo Seany va cho thang bé chay dén lic né mét ra roi, roi cdu va minh sé
cung tan bo. Giéng hoi 1é Ta on. Cdu nhé khong? Tui minh sé noi vé dii
chuyén TRU viéc ciia bo me... hay c6 1€ sé khong néi gi ca. Chi tan bé théi.
Chiing minh sé tan bé cho dén liic cd thé gici tan bién.

Anna, minh rat tiéc. Bé cdu muén gi? Minh cé thé lam gi cho cdu?
Pén: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tur: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tiéu dé: Tho phao. Minh thich ldm.

Cdm on nhé, minh khéng sao ddu. Bé minh muon xin 16i. Trong mét tich
tic bé gan nhu la con nguoi. Gan nhw théi nhé. Sau dé me xin 16i va gio ho
dang rita chén, gid vor nhw chang c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. Minh bé tay luén.
Minh khéng dinh tré thanh nit hoang rdc réi khi ma van dé cia cdu tram
trong hon minh nhiéu. Minh xin 16i.

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net
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Tir: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr
Tiéu dé: Cu bi dién ha?

Ngay cua minh chi chan thoi. Ngay cua cau moi la dac mong. Cdu on
khong vay?

Pén: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tuw: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tiéu deé: Tra 161: Cau b1 dién ha?
Minh on. May ma co cau tro chuyén voi minh.

Pén: Anna Oliphant bananaelephant@femmefilmfreak.net

Tir: EStienne St. Clair Etiennebonaparte@soap.fr

Tiéu dé: Vay thi...

Bay gio minh goi dién cho cqu dwoc khong?

Trong lich st nhitng ngay 18 tdi té cua toi thi dot nay chém ché & vi tri s6
mot. Con khung khiép hon ngay Qudc khanh khi ong ndi mic vay dén xem
ban phao hoa va nang nic doi hat “Hoa x@r Scotland” thay cho “Nudc My
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tuoi dep.” Tham khéc hon ca ngay Halloween khi Trudy Sherman cung toi
dén truong trong bo trang phuc phu thiy tot bung Glinda va ndé bao moi
nguoi rang bo ctia né dep hon chi vi ai ciing c6 thé thay em quan 16t mau
tim danh cho thir hai cta t61 dudi cai vay.

T6i van khong néi chuyén véi Bridgette. Ngay nao nd ciing goi nhung
t6i mac ké. Pa két thic roi. Mén qua Giang sinh t61 mua cho no, goéi qua
nhé xiu boc gidy soc do tring da bi nhét dudi day va-li. Bén trong 1a mo
hinh Pont Neuf, cdy cau c6 xua nhat Paris. N6 vén 1a mot phan ctia mé hinh
tau hoa nhung St. Clair di mat mudi lam phut dé thuyét phuc chi ctra hang
ban riéng cay cau cho toi.

T6i hy vong c6 thé tra lai no.

Du chi dén Royal Midrown 14 mot lan nhung t6i van cham mit Hercules
va Toph. Cau ta vua hoi, “Anna a, tai sao cau khong néi chuyén voi
Bridge?” 1a t61 phai lao vao nha v€ sinh. Mgt ban nhan vién mai di theo t61,
ban nghi Toph la thang dan dé hoi ndng can va khuyén t6i dimg dé bi cau ta
hiép dap. Ban rat ngot ngao nhung khong thuc su giup gi duoc toi.

Sau d6 Hercules va toi vao xem bd phim Giang sinh udt at nhat va ché
nhao nhitng cip 4o len ddi ciia dam dién vién. Cau ta ké t6i nghe chuyén
g6i bo nudng bi an duoc tim thay ¢ phong chiéu 6 va bao thich trang web
cua toi. Hercules nghi nhiing bai binh luan cua t6i cang luc cang hay. it ra
gip cau ta ciing tot.

T6i cling thich Iuc b toi di khoi. B6 cir tra hoi toi vé nhitng cong trinh
kién triic ciia Phap va goi nhitng cudc dién thoai phién nhiéu cho nguoi phat
ngdn. Ca nha déu nhe nhdm khi chia tay 6ng. Piém sang duy nhat cua ky
nghi 1& nay chinh 1a St. Clair. Bon t6i trd chuyén mdi ngdy qua dién thoai,
email, tin nhin. So v&i lac Toph va t6i xa cach thi gid ddy t6i véi St. Clair
con trao d6i nhiéu hon.
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Nghi dén d6, toi lai cang cam thay bi tham cho quan hé ctia minh véi
Toph. Néu 14 ban bé than thiét thi chiing toi di gitr lién lac r6i. Toi thuc sy
ngdc nghéch khi nghi co co hoi thing hoa trong tinh ban véi cau ta. Toi
khong thé tin Matt lai 1a ngudi vach tran kha nang giai quyét van dé hét sic
yéu kém cua toi. That long ma néi, sau khi bo thoi gian suy nghi vé chuyén
cii thi Toph khéng con 1a mot ton that to tat voi toi nita. Toi chi dau kho khi
nghi vé Bridgette. Sao né lai giit bi mat véi t6i? Su phan boi ctia n6 1am toi
dau dén vo van.

T6i chang c6 noi ndo dé di don nim mai nén Seany va tdi cing & nha.
Me ra ngoai véi mot vai dong nghiép. Toi goi pizza phd mai va xem Hiém
hoa ciia béng ma'"). Bé chimg minh tinh yéu danh cho em trai, toi ngdi xem
hét cai doan vé nhan vat Jar Jar Binks ky di. Xem xong phim, Seany lay
nhitng mé hinh hanh dong trong lc tivi chiéu nhirng hinh anh dém nguoc &
quang truong Thoi Pai. “Pang chiu! Pang chiu!” Han Solo ban Linh Bio
Tap cua toi trude khi 10i ra sau ghé so-pha dé an nép.

[1] Tén tiéng Anh: The Phantom Menace, phan dau tién trong loat phim Chién tranh giita cdc vi
sao.

“Chi da mac 4o khoac chong laser nén khong hé han gi dau nhé,” t61 noi
va chom td1 trude.

“Khéng c6 4o khoac chéng laser gi hét! Chi dd CHET!” Han chay cit
qua lung ghé. “DO 00000000!”

T6i nhiat mo hinh nit hoang Amidala. “Han, cau dang gip nguy hiém! Di
16i khac ngay! Linh Bio Tap dang mic 4o chdng tia laser ddy.”

“An-nuhhhh, dimg lai! Pang chiu, pang chiu!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pugc roi,” Amidala néi. “Phy nit danh phai lam viéc cua dan 6ng vay.”
Co ta dap dau minh vao dau Linh Bio Tap. “KHOONGGGG!” N6 roi khoi
ghé.

Han nhdy xuong tham va lai bat dau na sing.

T6i nhit con Obi-Wan tré tudi. “OO0iii, Amidala. Trong c6 that 1ong 13y.
Chut chut chut.”

“Khong!” Seany giat Obi-Wan khoi tay to1. “Khong hon.”

T6i ldy mot mo hinh khéc trong thung dd choi cua Seany. Mot con
Ngudi Cat chic chan do Bridgete mua cho né. Hirm. “OOiii, Amidala. Chut
chut chut.”

“Nguoi Cat khong hon! Ching TAN CONG! TOI!” N6 cudp lay mo
hinh nhung ding lai kiém tra céi dau luc lic bé xiu ctia Nguoi Cat. “Sao chi
khong néi chuyén véi chi Bridge?” Bat chot né hoi. “Chi ay da lam chi

budn a?”

To1 giat minh. “Um, Sean &, chi éy da lam mot chuyén khong tbt dep
lam.”

“Vay la chi 4y khong trong em nita phai khong?”
“Khong, chi khong nghi vay. Bridge quy em ma.”
“Em khong thich chi ay.”

“Sean!”
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“Chi ay lam chi khoc. Bay gio chi khoc subt.” N6 quang Nguoi Cat
xudng day thung. “Chi con giit con chi mua cho em khong?”

T6i cuoi roi 1y ba-16 va dua moén d6 choi cho Sean. Nhung bat chot toi
cam thay day dat. Thé dai. “Em c6 thé c¢6 nd nhung voi mot dicu kién. Em
phai ngoan ngoan véi Bridge. Phuong 4n tréng em chi bao gom Bridge
hozc 6ng. Ma 6ng thi qua gia dé choi tro nay.” T6i chi vao dong mé hinh bi
xép x0.

“Vang,” né bén 1€n ndi. Té1 dua goi qua va Sean nang niu no. “Cam on
chi.”

Tiéng chudng dién thoai trong bép vang 1én. Chic me mudn kiém tra tinh
hinh chi em t6i. Seany bat may trong lic t6i tim ban trai thich hop cho
Amidala. “Em khong hiéu anh,” thang bé néi. “Anh néi tiéng Anh di.”

“Sean? A1 vay? Cir gac may thoi.” Aha! Luke Skywalker! Con nay bi
mat mot tay nhung khong sao ca. Amidala va Luke hon nhau. Khoan khoan.
Khong phai ho 1a me con a? T6i ném Luke qua mot bén cir nhu nd xuc
pham tdi va quay lai dao bai hop do choi.

“Giong ctia anh ky la nhi. Vang, chi ay ¢ day.”

“Sean 01?”

“Co phai anh 1a BAN TRAI cta chi 4y khong?” Em trai toi cudi nhu
dién.

To1 xOng vao bép va giat dién thoai. “Alo, St. Clair ha?” Co tiéng cuol
bén kia dau day. Seany 1¢& ludi va toi day dau né ra xa. “BIEN. BI!”

“Xin 16i?” Giong ndi phat ra tir dng nghe.
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“Minh néi voi thang Sean. Cau do6 ha?”
“U, 1a minh.”
“Sao cau biét s6 nay?”

“A, c6 mdt quyén sach. Nhitng trang vang. Bén trong in tat ca s6 dién
thoai. Trén mang cling c6 nita ma.”

“Ban traiiii chi d6 ha?” Seany hoi thang vao dng nghe.

To61 day no ra. “Anh ay la mgt nguoi ban va la con trai. D1 xem dém
nguoc di nhée.”

“Dién thoai cua cau bi hong ha?” St. Clair hoi. “Cau quén sac pin a?”
“Khéng thé tin duoc! Khong gidng minh chit ndo.”

“U, minh dd hoang hon khi bi chuyén vao hdp thu thoai. Nhung, minh
vui vi da co so co dinh cua cau.”

NO luc tim cach goi di¢n cho t61 cia cdu khién to1 thay vui. “Cau dang
lam gi? Khong phai nén ra ngoai dn mung sao?”

“O. Me minh cam thay khong khoe nén t6i nay minh & nha. Mg dang ngu
nén minh xem dém nguoc mot minh.” Me cau vua tir bénh vién vé nha vai

ngay trudc. Tinh trang cia bac ctr 1én xudng bap bénh.

“Con Ellie?” To61 budt mi¢ng.
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“Minh, im... vira n61 chuyén véi cd ay ban ndy. Co ay da tro lai Paris
ngay sau Giang sinh,” cdu bd sung.

To1 hinh dung ho hon chut chut qua dién thoai. Tim t61 chung xudng.
144 A A N\t \ - r.e A 29 . A /4 A ~ A

Co ay ra ngoai an mung ndm mai ro1.” Giong cau co phan nao né.
“Rat tiec phai lam su lya chon thir hai cua cau.”

“DPung ngu ngéc thé chir. Lwa chon thtr ba méi ding. Me minh dang ngu,
cau khong nho ha?”” St. Clair lai bat cuoi.

“Cam on da nhac. C6 1€ minh nén gac may trudc khi sy lua chon dau
tién cua minh ngu quén.” To1 dua mat tim Seany dang lang 1€ choi & mot

can phong khac.

“Nham nhi, minh chi vira mo1 goi. Anh chang ctia cau thé nao? No6 c6 vé
ngoan cho du khong hiéu chit nao minh néi.”

“Cau no1 chuyén hai hudc qué ma.” To61 mim cudi. Toi yéu giong noi cua
St. Clair.

“Chi cau nghi thé thoi, Atlanta. Minh d3 nghe vai tir mién Nam tudn ra
day...”

“Khong co!”
“Cé chu! Vai lan trong tuan roi day.”

Ngu6n ebook: https://www.luv-ebook.com
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To1 rén ri nhung nu cuodi cua té1 ngay cang moé rong. To1 da noi chuyén
v6i Meredith vai 1an trong ki nghi nhung n6 chua bao gid vui nhon bang St.
Clair. Tdi cam dién thoai ra phong khach, noi Seany dang cudén minh 6m
ldy con Nguoi Cat. Chung toi cung xem dong hé dém nguoc, khong dé tam
di mui gio ctia t6i chay trudce St. Clair ba tiéng. Pén nira dém chiing t61 bop
nhitng chiéc kén tudng tuong va ném nhitng mau hoa gidy vo hinh.

Ba tiéng sau, khi St. Clair d6n giao thira, chung toi lai han hoan chuc
mung.

Lan dau tién tir lac vé nha toi cam théy hoan toan hanh phuc. That la la.
Nha. Toi khao khat vé nha tir rat 1au dé roi khi trd lai thi nhan ra n6 khong
con nhu xua. Toi ¢ day, trong ngdi nha trén danh nghia va phat hién ra mai
am ctia minh gid day da 1a mot noi khac.

Nhung néi thé ciing khong chinh xac lam.

T6i nhd Paris nhung noi d6 khong phai nha toi. Gidng nhu 1a... toi nhé...
su 4m 4p qua dién thoai. Co6 1& nao mai nha 1a mot con nguoi chir khong
phai mot noi chon?

Bridgette tung 1a nha cua toi. Co 1€ St. Clair 1a nha méi cua toi.

T6i ngdm nghi vé diéu d6 cho dén khi giong chiing t6i mét nhoai roi
ngung han. Chiing t6i van gitt may. Hoi thé ctia t6i. Hoi thd cua cau.

C6 thé khong bao gio toi noi cho ciu biét sy that nay.

Day la nha. Chi hai dua tui to1.
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T6i budn vi di cam thdy nhe nhdm khi trd vé Phap. Chuyén bay ling 18
va dai dang dic. Lan dau t6i bay mot minh. Trude khi may bay ha canh
xuong san bay Charles de Gaulle, t6i dd hao hirc trd lai truong My du cho
phai tu tim 19 trinh tau dién ngdm. T6i gan nhu khong con e ngai tau dién
nira.

Khéng thé nhu thé, ding khong?

Nhung r6i chuyén tau sudn sé lin banh tré vé khu Latin, t6i pho phac ma
khoa cira va sap xép hanh 1y. Toa nha Lambert x6n xao tiéng chan cua li
hoc tro. T6i hé mat nhin qua rém cira sang nha hang bén kia phd. Khong
thdy o ca si opera, nhung du sao ciing dang 1 budi chiéu. Tdi nay chi ta s&
tré lai. Y nghi d6 1am t6i mim cudi.

To1 goi dién cho St. Clair - cau da tré veé tir tbi qua. St. Clair va Josh
dang tranh thu thoi tiét 4m ap khac thuong. Ho dang tho than trén cac bac
thang dién Pathéon va St. Clair bao t6i nén dén chung vui. T4t nhién toi s&
dén.

That kho giai thich cam giac hdi hop bat ngd luc toi bude xudng phd. Tai
sao tO1 run rrfly? Hai tuin vira qua thuc sy qua dac biét. St. Clair da bién tir
mot nhdn vdt ric roi thanh ngudi ban than nhat cua t6i. CAu cling c6 cam
nhan giéng toi. T6i khong can phai hoi vi toi biét rd nhu chinh long ban tay
minh.

T6i cham rai di duong vong dé dén dién Pathéon. Thanh phd lic nay that
dep. Nha tho St-Etienne-du-Mont 1ong 13y xuat hién lam t6i lién tudng dén
hinh anh me St. Clair thu don bita trua da ngoai va phac hoa nhitng chu bo
cau. Toi ¢b hinh dung cau chay khip noi trong bo déng phuc nam sinh non
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nét v6i chiéc quan ngan va dau gdi tray trya. Tiéc 1a t6i khong thé. Tat ca
nhing gi t6i nhin thay 1a nguoi t6i quen - diém tinh va tu tin, tay nhét trong
tai, dang di khénh khang. Kiéu ngudi téa ra nang luong quyén rii bam sinh
khién moi ngudi bi choang ngop va cudn hit.

Mit troi thang giéng 1én cao sudi 4m hai ma t6i. Hai nguoi dan ong
mang cip tap dung lai chiém ngudng bau troi. Mot phu nir gon gang di giay
cao got dung lai véi vé kinh ngac. T61 mim cuoi1 va di qua bon ho. To61
ngodt vao mot goc duong va 1dng nguc chot co thit dit doi, dau dén dén
murc khong thé thd duoc nita.

Vi St. Clair dang ¢ do.

Cau dang vii mit vao mot quyén sach qua kho, khom lung va hoan toan
mé mudi. Mot lan gio thoi qua mai toc sim mau ciia cau trong lac cdu cin
mong tay. Josh ngdi cach cau vai thude, hi hody but 16ng trén cudn s6 phac
hoa bia den. Nhitng nguoi khac ciing chim dam trong anh nang hiém hoi
nhung t6i khong dé tam dén ho. Vi St. Clair dang & day.

T6i bam vao canh ban cta quan ca phé via hé dé khong bi ngd. Thuc
khach nhin t6i cham cham nhung t6i khong ban tam. To6i cudng cudng hép
1y khong khi.

Lam sao ma t61 lai ngoc nghéch dén the?

Lam sao ma c¢6 luc t61 lai tin minh khong yéu nguoi ay?
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T6i dung lai nhin cdu ddm dudi. Ciu dang can ngdn Ut tay trai, suy ra
quyén sach d6 han 1a rat hay. Ngon ut tugng trung cho su phan khich va vui
sudng, ngdn cai thé hién sy lo nghi hodc ban khoan. T6i ngac nhién nhan ra
minh biét dugc ¥ nghia cia nhitng ctr chi d6. C6 phai toi da ludn quan tdm
dén cau?

Hai phy nit trung nién mac 4o choang 16ng va doi mii cung mau thong
tha di ngang qua t6i. Mot trong hai ngudi quay lung lai. Ba st dung tiéng
Phép dé hoi toi. Toi khong thé dich rd rang nhung t6i biét ba lo ling cho
stc khoe cua t61. To1 gat dau va cam on ba. Ba e ngai nhin to61 thém mot
chap nita roi di tiép.

To6i khong thé di. Toi nén noi gi day? Mudi bon ngdy riu rit qua dién
thoai, gid cdu hién ra bang xuwong bang thit va t6i khong chic minh c6 thé
lap bap hai chir Xin chao. Mot thuc khach trong quan ca phé ding 1én d&
t61. Toi roi tay khoi chiéc ban tron va lao ddo bang qua duong. Pau gbi toi
nhiin ra. Cang dén gan t6i lai cang bi ngop. Pién Pathéon qua hung vi. Bac
thang trudc dién dudng nhu ¢ xa tit tap.

Cau nguoc lén.

Mit ching t6i khoa iy nhau, cdu tir ton nhoén miéng cuoi. Tim toi dap
cang luc cang nhanh. Gan dén roi. Cau dit quyén sach xubng va dung lén.
Va rdi, gidy phut cau goi tén t6i 1a gidy phut moi chuyén thuc sy thay doi.

Cau khong con 1a St. Clair, ban cua moi nguoi.

Cau la Etienne. Etienne cua cai dém chung to1 gap nhau. Etienne ban ctia
riéng toi.

Con hon ca ban toi.
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Etienne. Chan t6i nhap nhom trong ba am tiét d6. E-ti-enne, E-ti-enne, E-
ti-enne. Tén cau bao phu ludi té61 nhu s6-co-la tan chay. Cau that dep, that
hoan hao.

Co hong t61 nghen lai khi cau mé rong vong tay 6m léy t6i. Toi xau hd vi
biét cau nghe théy tiéng tim minh dap ron rang. Bon t6i tach ra, toi vo1 lui

lai. Cau giir t6i trude khi t6i ngd xudng nhitng bac thang.

“Oa,” cau thot 1én. Nhung to61 khong nghi cau mudn ndi dén sy loang
choang cua toi.

To61 dé mat va do 161 cho su vung ve. “Ho ho, suyt bi té dau r6i.”
Phu. Giong t61 ¢6 vé binh than day chir.
Cau co6 vé sung sot. “Cau on khong vay?”

Tb6i nhan ra ban tay cau van dit trén vai ti, ca co thé toi cung lai. “Um.
Tuyét. Rat tuyét!”

“Anna nay, ky nghi cta chi thé nao?”

Josh. Toi quén mét ciu ta cling dang & day. Etienne than trong tha tay ra
khi toi gat dau v6i Josh, nhung trong sudt thoi gian chung toi tan giu toi chi
udc cau ta lai tap trung ve€ tranh va dé mic t6i voi Etienne. Mot phut sau,
Josh liéc ra sau lung to1 - vé phia Etienne — va nét mit ciu ta chot doi khac.
Cau ta noi thém vai cau réi lai chi miii vao so phac thao.

Bon t6i ngdi bén nhau. Toi chua timg hoi hop thé nay ké tir tuan dau vao

hoc. Pau oc té1 161 boi, ludi té1 xoan lai, da day co that. “Um,” sau mot
phut cing thang Etienne noi. “Chiing ta da can kiét dé tai sau ky nghi 4?”
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Ap luc dé nang trong té1 dugc giam bot du dé noi chuyén. “Chac minh
nén vé ky tuc xa thoi.” To1 gid vo dung 1€n va cau bat cuoi.

“Minh c6 cai nay cho cdu nay.” Etienne kéo tay 4o t61. “Mot mon qua
Giang sinh mudn.”

“Cho minh ha? Nhung minh khong c6 gi dé ting cau hét!”

Etienne thoc tay vao ti 40 khodc va nam chat mot thir gi d6. “Khong
nhiéu nhan gi dau, dimg phan khich nhu vay.”

“Q, cai gi vay?”

“Minh da thay n6 khi ra ngoai v6i me, n6 khién minh nghi dén cau...”

“Etienne! Cho xem di ma!”

Cau chdp mat khi nghe thay t6i goi thang tén. Mit t6i do lyng, hinh nhu
cdu biét fong suy nghi cua t6i rdi. Nét mat cau chuyén sang thich thu,
“Nham mat lai va dua tay ra.”

Vin dé mat, roi chia tay ra. Ngon tay Etienne quét qua long ban tay toi,
t6i bdng rut tay lai nhu thé ciu bi tich dién. Mot thir gi d6 bay di va roi rat
khé ra phia sau bon t6i. T6i md mat. Cau dang tran trdi nhin toi, stng sbt
khong kém.

“0Oai,” to1 no1.

Etienne nghiéng dau vé phia toi.
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“Minh nghi... minh nghi né roi dang kia.” Téi loang choang dimg 1én
nhung khong biét minh dang tim vat gi. T6i chuwa cam nhan duogc thi cau
vira dit vao tay toi. Toi chi cam nhan dugc cdu. “Minh khong thay gi ca!
Chi c6 phan bo cau va da cudi thoi,” tdi bo sung, ¢d ra vé binh thuong.

N6 dau roi? No 1a cai gi?

“Pay nay.” Cau nhat mot mén d6 nhd xiu c6 mau vang tur bac thém bén
trén. T61 10ng ngong trd lai va chia tay ra lan nira, doc strc gitr vitng tu the.

Etienne dung lai va tha né tir khoang cach vai phan xuéng tay t6i. Ctr
nhu cdu cling dang tranh cham vao toi.

N6 1a mot hat thuy tinh. Hinh qua chudi.

Etienne hang giong. “Minh biét cdu bao Bridgette 1a nguoi duy nhat c6
thé goi cdu 1a ‘Chubi’, nhung tuan r6i me minh cam thdy khoe hon nén
minh dua me dén cira hang chudi hat ua thich. Minh da thiy céi ndy va nghi
dén cau. Minh mong 13 cdu khong phién c6 thém nguodi gbp phan vao bd
suu tap cua cau. Pac biét 1a khi cau va Bridgette... cau biét déy...”

T6i nam lay hat thily tinh. “Cam on.”

“Me da thac méc vi sao minh mudn c6 nd.”

“C4u tra 161 me thé nao?”

“Dfi nhién minh bao né 1 qua cho cau.” Etienne noi.

Toi1 bat cuot. Hat thuy tinh nhe dén murc toi suyt khong cam nhan dugc

né ngoai trir mét mén do lanh lanh bé con con lot thom trong long ban tay.
Sén dang néi vé cai lanh...
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T6i rung minh. “Nhiét d6 dang giam hay chi c6 minh thiy lanh vay?”

“Pay.” Etienne co1 tam khan len va dua no6 cho t61. T61 nhe nhang nhan
n6 va quan quanh c6 minh. T61 cam thay hoa mat. Chiéc khan giong mot
chang trai vira dugc tam rtra tinh tuom. Gidng cau.

“Toc cdu trong hay the,” Etienne noi. “Cau nhudm roi a.”

To61 cham vao lon téc khac mau cia minh. “Me minh da giap mdt tay

2

day.

“Gi6 hung hang qua, em di mua ca phé day.” Josh gap lai s6 phac hoa.
T6i lai quén mat cau ta dang ¢ day. “Hai nguoi di cuing chi?”

Etienne nhin t01 nhu dé cho cau tra loi.

Ca phé! Toi thém mot tach ca phé dich thuc dén chét di song lai. Toi
mim cudi véi Josh. “Nghe tuyét day.”

Va roi t6i di xuong bac thém mat lanh va tring sang trudc dién Pathéon
ngay giita thanh phd hoa 1& nhét thé gii. T6i sanh budc cung hai chang trai
vui tinh, thong minh, quyén rii va cudi ngoac dén mang tai. Phai chi
Bridgette co thé nhin thiy t6i by gid.

Y t0i 12 ai can Christopher khi di c6 Etienne St. Clair cht?

Nhung ngay khi nghi dén Toph thi da day toi lai con cao gidng hét luc
nghi vé St. Clair. That 1 xau ho khi toi tirng nghi Toph s& cho doi minh. Toi
d3 lang phi qua nhiéu thoi gian vao anh chang d6. Phia trudc toi, Etienne
cudi dua voi Josh. Am thanh réo rat d6 cudn t6i vao con khung hoang boi
t61 da y thirc dugc tinh hinh.
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T6i phai 1am gi day? To6i da phai 10ng nguoi ban than nhat cia minh mat
1O

Day la tam bénh, ma cling 1a than bénh. Etienne. Toi yéu cau biét bao.
Tbi yéu Etienne.

To1 yéu nhiing luc cau nhudng may moi khi t61 ndéi mot dicu gi dé cau
cho la thong minh hodc bu6n cuoi. Toi yéu tiéng got giay cua cau go trén
tran phong ngu cua toi.

Tbi yéu cai cach phat &m tén cdu va giong cau that dé thuong.
To1 yéu giong noi do.

T6i yéu viéc ngdi canh cau trong 16p Vat li. Tr viéc cham nhe vao ciu
trong gio thuc hanh dén chit viét nguéch ngoac cuia cdu trén bang bao co
két qua. Toi yéu viée dua ba-16 cho cau khi 16p hoc két thuc vi ngén tay toi
s& c6 mui gidng ctia ciu trong vong mudi phut sau d6. Toi yéu nhitng 1an
Amanda phun ra mét cau gi dang ghét va ciu s& tim toi dé ching t6i cung
dao mat. Toi yéu tiéng cudi tré trung, 40 so mi nhau nat va chiéc mil dan
len 16 bich ctia cau. T6i yéu cip mat nau to tron va cach cdu cin mong tay.
Va toi con yéu cudng si mai toc clia cdu nita.

Thir duy nhét t6i khong thich & cau 1a chj ta.
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Néu trude day toi khong thich Ellie thi ciing khong thAm thap gi so véi
tinh cam hién gio toi danh cho chi ta, du sd 1an chung t6i gap nhau chi goi
gon trong mot ban tay. Toi khong sao rii bo dugce an tuong ban dau do.
Dudi ngon dén dudng, ngén tay chi ta dan vao toc cau. Mdi lan t6i & mot
minh, tAm tri t6i lai 1dn mo vé budi téi hom dé. Téi day suy nghi di xa hon.
Ellie cham vao nguc cau. Toi nghi tiép. Pén phong ngu ctia cau. Cau coi bo
vay cua chi ta, moi ho khoa chat, than thé ¢ép sat va Chuaa oi — than nhiét cua
t61 ting vot, da day quin thit.

To61 mo tuong vé cudc chia ly cua ho. Etienne 1am tén thuong chi ta, chi
ta c6 thé An miéng tra miéng va tdi c6 thé cho chi ta ném mui dau kho. Toi
mudn tim mai toc phong cach Paris d6 va giat manh dé bat né khoéi dau chi
ta. T61 mudn cam moéng vudt vao trong mat chi ta va méc ra.

Hoéa ra t61 khong phai nguoi luong thién.

Trude day, Etienne va t6i hiém khi nhic dén Ellie va gid chi ta di tro
thanh chi dé bi kiéng ki. Toi cam thay nhu bj tra tan, vi tir sau ky nghi dong
c6 vé nhu ho lai huc hic véi nhau. Nhu mét dira rinh mo bién thai, t6i so do
nhimng budi t6i cAu ¢ canh toi voi nhitg budi téi & canh chi ta. Va t6i dang
thang thé.

Viy tai sao Etienne khong tir bo chi ta? Tai sao, tai sao, tai sao?

Cau hoi d6 dan vit toi cho dén khi toi bi khuat phuc, khi ma ap luc bén
trong vugt quéa sttc chiu dung va t6i phai tdm sy voi ai d6 hodc s& bi nd
tung. T6i danh chon Meredith. Dudng nhu né ciing bi 4m anh vé chuyén do
nhiéu nhu t6i. Chung t6i ngdi trong phong ngi cia Mer, nd dang giup toi
viét bai luan vé con chudt lang yéu quy cho 16p tiéng Phap. Mer mic 4o len
va quan thun ngan, cho du trang phuc d6 trong rat ngdé nhung hoan toan phu
hop v61 nd. Mer dang géap bung. Cho vui.
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“Tét, nhung doé 1a thi hién tai,” n6 néi. “Cau co6 cho Thuyén trudng Jack
an ca rot ngay lic nay dau.”

“Um. Pang r6i.” Toi viét xuong nhung khong nghi vé nhitng dong tir.
To1 ¢6 tim cach nhac dén Etienne.

“Poc lai 1an nira di nao. Dung giong n61 budn cuoi cia cau! Thir tiéng
Phap ntra mua cau da dung khi goi kem ca phé & cho méi voi St. Clair ay.”

To1 chop ngay léy co hoi. “Cau biét khong, c6 chuyén nay, tm, minh ct
thdc mac mai.” Mot bang hi¢u loe sang trén dau toi, rang r& dong chir TOI!
YEU! ETIENNE! nhung toi gat n6 di. “Tai sao cdu ay va Ellie van ¢ bén
nhau? Minh thay ho khong con gip nhau nita. Ping khong?”

Mer dirng dong tac gip bung va... toi bi bat qua tang. N6 biét toi ciing
yéu anh.

Nhung r6i Mer lung ting, toi nhan ra no ciing bi ket trong bé tic nhu toi.
N6 khong nhén ra giong diéu hoi khac thuong cta t6i. “Um.” N6 cham rai
ngdi xudng san nha. “Khéng don gian vay dau. Ho da ¢ bén nhau tir rat 1au,
gén nhu 1a mot cdp da két hon 1au ndm. Va bén canh do, ca hai déu thuc
Su... than trong.”

“Than trong 1a sao?”

“Um. St. Clair khong mubn pha v& su binh yén. Ellie cling vay. Chi 4y
mat nhiéu thoi gian dé chon truong dai hoc va rdi van chon ngdi trudng chi
cach day vai khu dan cu. Minh biét Parsons 1a mot truong danh gia nhung
chi éy chon n6 vi n6 than thude. Gid lai thém chuyén cia me St. Clair, minh
nghi cdu dy so phai mét thém ai khac. Trong khi d6 Ellie ciing s& khong dirt
tinh khi me ban trai dang chdng choi véi bén ung thu. Ngay ca khi quan hé
ctia ho khong con t6t dep nita.”
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T6i bam but. Tach tach tach. “Vay cau nghi ho khong hanh phuc 4?”

Mer thd dai. “Khoéng vui ciing khong budn. Vira dii 6n, minh nghi thé.
Cau thay c6 hop 1y khong?”

C6 cht. Tai ghét diéu d6. Tach tach tach.

Toc mach véi ciu s& 12 sy mao hiém d6i véi tinh ban caa bon toi. Toi can
phai tiép tuc gia vo khong c6 chuyén gi thay d6i va xem céu ciling giéng
Josh. Ngay hom sau, khong biét 14 1an tht bao nhiéu Josh lai lo 1a trong gio
Lich str. Cau ta gidu trén dui mot quyén truyén tranh c6 tua d& Tam biét, hat
gao Lun" ciia Craig Thompson va nguéch ngoac vao sd phac hoa bén dudi
quyén sach. Thir cdu ta dang ghi chép khong phai vé cudc dot kich pha nguc
Bastille.

[1] Tén tiéng Anh: Good-bye, Chunky Rice

Josh va Rashmi lai khau chién trong bira trwa. Khong con ai lo ling vé
van dé tron tiét cua Etienne nira nhung Josh dang bung hoc vé&i tan sut
dang bao dong.

Josh ciling khong con 1am bai tp vé nha. Rashmi cang thuc ép thi cdu ta
lai cang truot dai.

Gido su Hansen di di lai lai trudc 16p. Thay c6 dang nguoi thip bé voi
cap kinh day cop, mai toc lua thua bay tir tung mdi khi thay dap tay 1én ban
dé nhan manh mot diéu gi d6. Thay day nhitng giai doan lich sir den tbi va
khong bao gio bat ching toi thudc long cac cot moc thoi gian. C6 mot gido
vién tuyét voi nhu vdy trong sudt bon niam, thao nao Etienne hing thu voi
mon nay nhu vay.
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To1 udc gi minh dung lién hé moi viéc véi Etienne.

T61 nhin ludt ndm dira xung quanh va nhan ra minh khong phai dora duy
nhit bi hoo-mon tin cong. Emily Middlestone ctii xuéng nhit cuc tdy va
Mike Reynard nhin 1én nguc con bé. Tiéc rang Emily chi thich ban than
nhat caa Mike 1a Dave. Cuc tay c6 tinh roi xudng dat nhung Dave van dimg
dung. Anh mit ciu ta ddi theo bude chan cia Gido su Hansen.

Dave thay t6i dang nhin va ngoi thang lai. Toi nhanh chong ngoanh mat
di. Emily trimg mat véi t6i nhung toi chi nd nu cudi xa giao nhat théch. No
tr¢ lai truong vo1 mat lon toc khac mau trén dau. Mot lon héng gilta mai toc
vang ong, khong hdn gidng t6i. Nhung van na na.

Giao su Hansen say sua thuat lai chi tiét vu hanh quyét Hoang hau Marie
Antoinette nhung t6i khong thé tap trung nghe. Etienne va toi s& cung di
xem phim sau gio hoc. Josh va Rashmi cling di — Mer thi khong vi con phai
tap d4 bong — nhung ma ty sb ciia tudn nay s& 1a: Anna 4, Ellie 1. Thay gido
lai vd tay 1én mot chiéc ban khac khién con bé toc d6 ngdi bén trai toi giat
minh va danh roi sap tai liéu xuéng chan.

T6i nghiéng ngudi giup nd nhit d6 va kinh ngac phat hién toan bo trang
gidy nguéch ngoac mdt hinh quen thudc. Toi sing sot ngude nhin, mit nd
d6 ruc nhu mai toc nd vay. Toi liéc vé phia Josh va nhuéng may véi né.
Con bé khiép so nhung t6i chi lic dau va mim cuoi. Toi s& khong dé 16 ra
dau.

Con bé tén 13 gi nhi? Isla Martin, séng cting ting véi toi nhung kin tiéng
dén ndi t6i thuong quén khudy di mat. Néu thich Josh, con bé can phai dan
di hon. Ca hai déu qua bén 1&n. T6i thay tiéc vi hai dta trong c6 vé rat xtimg
doi. Co € s€ it tranh cai hon Josh va Rashmi. Vi sao nhitng nguoi hop ca lai
khong bao gio dén duoc voi nhau? Vi sao nguoi ta s¢ hii viéc cham dat
mot mbi quan h¢ cho du biét n6 da lui tan?
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Sau do, toi tiép tuc vo dau but tai trong luc Etienne va toi dimg doi bén
ngoai phong Josh & ting mot dé cung cau ta di xem phim. Etienne ap tai vao
ctra phong nhung lién 10i voi lai nhu thé canh cira bi chay.

“Sao vay?”

Cau nhan nho. “Ho dang dan hoa vdi nhau.”

To1 theo cau ra ngoai. “Rashmi ¢ trong d6 a?’

“Pang giai doan 1am lanh,” cau néi thang. “Minh khéng mudn xen vao.”

T6i mung 1a cu dang di phia trude nén khong thé thay mat toi. Khong
phai t6i san sang ngl voi mot ai d6 nhung van c¢6 mot birc tudng ngd ngan
chin gilta tui t61. To1 ludn nhan thic duge no6. Toi lai nghi vé Etienne va
Ellie. Ngén tay cdu mon trén bd vai tran cta chi ta. M6i chi ta hé mé trén
cd cau.

Dung nghi téi chuyén do nita, Anna a.

Khong nghi nita, khong nghi nita, KHONG NGHI NUA!

T6i chuyén tAm tri sang chuyén ctia me ciu. Bac da hoan tat qué trinh
diéu tri nhung dén thang ba ching t6i m&i biét bac di khoi han hay chua.
Bac si phai doi dén khi chat phong xa ddo thai ra khoi co thé bac rdi méi co
thé tién hanh kiém tra lai. Etienne bi méc ket gitra lo au va hy vong nén t6i

ludn hudng cau vé phia hy vong mdi khi co dip.

Hom nay bac thay khoe nén cau cling vui lay. Cau ké to1 nghe vé don
thudc cua bac nhung su chu y cia téi d6 don vao dang vé cua cau. To1 nho
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lai I€ Ta on nam r61. Hang mi do, chiéc miii do, in bong trong phong ngu toi
tam cua toi.

Chua o1, cau dep trai qua.

Chung t6i di bd dén rap chiéu phim wa thich vén dugc ca bon gan cho cai
tén “Rap phim B me chd sin cdo chan ngan.” N6 chi cach ky tic xa vai
diy nha va duoc diéu hanh boi quy 6ng dan cha cho Pouce toi di gip &
tiém banh ngot. Hai dra t61 budc vao va quy o6ng than thién, dang kinh
dung sau quay ban vé reo vang, “Jo-ja! Atlanna, Jo-ja!”

T6i mim cuoi dap 18. To6i hay thyc hanh tiéng Phap véi ong va doi lai
ong rén gitia tiéng Anh voi t6i. Ong nhé toi dén tir Atlanta, Georgia (Jo-ja!)
va chung t6i no6i mot chit vé thoi tiét trong ngdy. Toi hoi 6ng chu chd Pouce
c6 vui vé khong va ong ¢ thich thuong thirc méon ngon khong. Chi it to1 da

c6 cb gang tap luyén.

Bo phim chiéu nay 1a Ky nghi 0 Roma'”, rap phim vang hoe. Etienne
duoi chan va tha 1éng trén ghé ngdi. “DPugc, minh ¢o6 r6i. Lam ké xau...”

[2] Tén tiéng Anh: Roman Holyday, dao dién:WilliamWyler:

“Chua bao gio trong hay nhu the.”

“Dung vay!” Mat cau sang lap lanh. B¢ 1a tro choi chung to1 rat thich,
mot dira s€ nghi v€ dau cia mot cau khau hi¢u cii rich va daa kia s€ dién
thém vé sau.

“Véi nhitng ngudi ban nhu thé nay...”

Cau ti€p no1 giong n61 mo am cua toi. “Ai can ké thu chu?”
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Tiéng cudi cua t6i doi vao nhimg birc tuong boc vai, Etienne cd gitt nét
mat kin bung. Cau that bai va cang cuoi nhiéu hon. Nhin cdu nhu thé khién
tim toi 16i nhip, nhung han mit toi rat ky cuc vi cau da che mi¢ng minh.
“DPung nhin nira.”

“Céi gi?”

“Nhin rang minh. Cau vtra nhin chong choc ham duéi cia minh day.”

Toi lai cuoi. “Lam nhu minh ¢6 quyén ché nhao rang lgi cua nguot khac
ay. Minh c6 thé ban nudc dén mot khoang cach kho tin tir khe hé nay, cau
biét chur. Bridge tiing gheo minh sudt...” T61 ngung bat va cdm thay kho

chiu. Téi van chua néi chuyén véi Bridgette.

Etienne bo tay khoi miéng. Cau trong nghiém tic va c6 phan an ui:
“Minh thich nu cuoi cua cau.”

Minh ciing thich nu cwoi cua cdu.

Nhung t6i khong du can dam dé néi ra 10i.

Chi ngdi ¢ ban 18 tan mim cuoi khi trong thay t6i. “Chi ¢6 buu pham cho
em day!”

Cénh ctra toa nha Lambert lai m& ra va ban be to1 dang 1t luot ding phia

sau. Chij 1€ tan dua ra mot chiéc hop nau 16n va toi hd hai ky nhan. “Me cau
gui do ha?” Mer hoi, hai ma ing hong vi troi lanh.
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“Um!” Hom nay la sinh nhat toi. Toi biét trong hop co gi roi. Toi hao
htrc mang né dén ghé so-pha trong tién sanh va tim mot dung cu nao d6 dé
mo. Josh lién lay chia khoa phong cau ta dé cua dut bang keo.

“Aaa!” cau ta hét 1én.

Rashmi, Mer va Etienne 1én nhin bén trong con t6i ha hé dic thang.

“Khong!” Mer noi.

“No do!” to1 noi.

Etienne cam 1én mot chiéc hop xanh luc méng manh. “Banh quy ha?”

Josh giat chiéc hop khoi tay Etienne. “Khong phai banh quy tam thuong
dau anh ban nguoi Anh giéi giang a. Thin Mint!!) day nhé.” Cau ta quay
sang t6i. “Em c6 thé md nd ra khong?”

[1] Loai banh quy vé tron mong c6 vi ca cao den va dau bac ha tinh khiét.

“Tat nhién 1a dugc!” Mbi nam gia dinh t6i lai ming sinh nhat toi bang
banh quy Nit hudng dao sinh? thay cho banh kem. Thoi diém nhan qua
ludn ludn trung khéop mdt cach hoan hao.

[2] Chudi banh quy gay quy cho héi Nit hiedng dao sinh Hoa K.

Rashmi 161 ra mot hop Lemon Challet Cremes!). “Me cau that tuyét.”

[3] M¢t logi banh quy trong chudi banh Niv huedng dao sinh.
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“Tagalongs... thi c6 gi ma dic biét dén vay?” Etienne vira hoi vira tham
thinh mot chiéc hop khac.

“TAGALONGS u?” Mer giat n6 khoi tay cau.

“Pay 1a nhitng miéng banh ngon lanh duy nhat trén trai dat nay,” toi
giang giai cin k& cho Etienne. “Ngudi ta chi ban ching vao thoi diém nay
trong nam. Cau chua ting thtr banh quy Nt huéng dao sinh sao?”

“Ai d6 vira nhac bdnh quy Nit huéng dao sinh 327

T6i ngac nhién khi thdy Amanda Spitterton—Watts ngé qua vai t6i. Mat
n6 trd ra khi trong thay kho bau cta t6i.

“Banh quy Nt huéng dao sinh ha?” Mot khudén mat khac thip tho phia
sau chung toi véi cung biéu cam ling tang quen thudc. Thi ra 14 anh ban
Burger phé mai. Amanda biu m6i khinh miét va quay lai voi toi.

“Cho xin mot cai Thin Mint dugc khong?”” nd noi.

“U, duoc chr. Chic chan rdi,” t6i dap. Josh nhin mit nhung toi van dua
banh cho Amanda. N6 cam ring vao vo banh so-co-la va tim chit canh tay
Etienne, rén 1én sung suéng. Cau cd rat tay ra nhung nd bam rat chat.
Amanda liém moi. Toi stng sot phat hién khong mot mau vun dinh trén
miéng nd. Sao no cé thé 1am dugc nhu thé?

“Cau da tung ném mot cai Thin Mint ndo chua?” nd hdi cu.

“Ném ro1,” cau no1 doi.

Rashmi khit mui.
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Sau lung t0i c6 tiéng ho hung hang, thi ra Burger phd mai dang nhin
thém thudng chiéc hop cua toi. Toi liéc xéo Amanda dd-so-soang-canh-tay
va lay ra ca mot 6ng Thin Mint. “Ctia cAu nay, Burger phd mai.”

Anh chang ngo ngac nhin t61 nhung that ra lic nao trong cau ta cling ngo
ngac nhu thé. “Oi 61, cam on Anna.” Burger phd mai ném banh quy va i ach
budc vé phia cau thang.

Josh can nhan. “Sao chi lai di ban phdt banh quy nhw thé?”

“Nghiém tiic nhé.” Mer cau kinh liéc Amanda. “Tui minh kiém chd khéc
di.” No ldy hét buu pham cua t6i va mang 1én lau. Mer ludn chuén bi sin
stra tuoi trong ti lanh mini. Pam ban chtic to1 sinh nhat vui vé va cung cung
ly, ri ca bon nhdi banh vao bung dén khi di khong noi.

“O1.” Etienne rén ri trén san nha. “Tagalongs.”

“Pa bao ong roi,” Mer noi, liém not soO bo dau phdng vi s6-co-la con
vuong trén nhan.

“Xin 101 khong co gi dé tang cau.” Rashmi lan ra. “Cam on da chia sé
banh quy vé1 bon minh.”

T61 mim cuoi. “Minh vui vi dugc chia sé voi cac cdu ma.”

“That ra 13,” Etienne ngéi 1€n, “minh dinh tang cau trong bita tdi nhung
chac bay gio cling thich hop.” Cau vuon tay lay ba-16.

“Nhung cau ghét sinh nhat co ma!” t61 noi.

“DPung cam on voi. Minh khong ghét sinh nhat, minh chi khong dn mung
ngady sinh ctia minh thoi. Xin 16i dd khong géi ghém dang hoang.” Cau dua
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t6i mot cudn s 10 xo.

T6i cam thay boi réi. “O... cam on nhé.”

“N6 danh cho ngudi thuan tay trai. Thay khong?” Cau 14t sd. “Cudn s6
tay cli ctia cdu dd gan nhu gidng kin nhitng doan ghi cha va bai binh luan
phim, minh nghi cau s€ sém can mot cudn méi.”

Khong ai nhé t6i thuan tay trai. C6 hong t6i nghen lai. “Tuyét qua.”

“Minh biét cudn s6 khéng nhiéu nhin...”

“Khéng dau. Tuyét lam. Cam on ciu.”

Cau cin ngon tay Ut va bon to1 tum tim cuodi véi nhau.

“Ac ic, St. Clair. Ngot ngao qua strc,” Josh noi.

Etienne ném go1 cua Mer vao dau Josh.

“Cau chua bao gio giai thich cho minh hi€u,” Rashmi néi. “May cai binh
luan cua cau la gi theé?”

“0.” Toi roi mat khoi Etienne. “Chi 1a mot viéc minh luén mudn lam.
Minh thich ban luan vé phim anh. Rat kho dé chen chan vao nganh nay - dai
loai 1a mgt cong viéc tron do1 — nén minh can ¢b géng thuc hanh cang nhiéu
cang tot.”

“Sao cau khong mudn lam dao dién? Hodc bién kich hay dién vién gi

d6?” n6 hoi. “Khong ai mudn tré thanh mot nha phé binh, nghé d6 ky quic
lam.”
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“Khong ky quic dau,” Etienne néi. “Minh nghi cong viéc d6 tha vi day

2

chu.

T6i nhun vai. “Chang qua minh thich... boc 16 quan diém cta minh.
Puoc viét vé mot nhan vat nao do thuc su rat tuyét. Minh da tung tro
chuyén véi mot nha phé binh c6 tiéng & Atlanta — 6ng séng & gan rap phim
nén thuong dén d6 — co 1an ong ta da khoac lac rang sau Pauline Kael chua
timg c6 mot nit phé binh dang kinh né nao vi phu nit qua mém yéu. Rang
canh nit phé binh hién tai s& ting bdn sao cho bat ky mot b phim do hoi
nao. Minh mudn chimg minh 6ng ta khong ding.”

Mer cudi toe toét. “Di nhién 6ng ta khong dung roi.”

Etienne nhom day. “Minh khong nghi mot ngudi biét cau lai cho rang sé
dé dang kiém dugc mot 161 khen tir cau.”

T61 bo1 ro1 nhin cau. “Y cau la sao?”

“Ngap ngap,” Josh néi nhung khong thuc su dang ngap. “Ké hoach tiép
theo 1a gi nhi?”

To6i doi Etienne tra 10i nhung cau khong néi gi. Téi lo dénh nhin Josh.
‘CHé?”

“Dung ngodi day ca buoi toi. Ra ngoai di.”

Cau ta khong nhac dén phim. T61 bon chon nhic nhich. “Minh muén &

29

lai.

Hai mit Josh 16e sang. “Anna. Chj d3 timg say rugu chua?”
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“Tét nhién,” t6i n6i dbi. Mau do trén mat da hay hoai 16p vo nguy trang
ctia toi. Ca bon ddng loat gao ru.

“Sao cau co thé hoc ¢ day hon ntra ndm ma van chua say ruou nhi?”
Rashmi hoi.

T6i quanh co lap liém. “Chi 1a... minh thay khong hop phap.”

“Chi dang & Phéap,” Josh noi. “Chi it cling nén thtr cho biét.”

Gio thi cac ban toi dang nhay tung tung. Nhu thé hom nay 1 sinh nhat
cua bon ho vay. “pUNG ROI! Bon minh hay cho Anna ném mui say ruou
di nao!”

“Minh khéng biét...”

“Khon hai say ruou.” Etienne mim cuoi. Cau la nguoi duy nhat van
Yy : C
con l’lg@l “Chi 1a... vui vé chut tho1.”

“Sinh nhat say xin vui vé,” Josh noi.

“Vui vé thoi,” Etienne 1ap lai. “D1 nhé Anna. Minh biét mét noi rat tuyét
dé an mimng.”

Vi cau ma miéng to1 di trude cai dau. “Puoc,” t61 noi.

©STENT: http://www.luv-ebook.com

Bon t6i dong ¥ toi nay s& gip lai. T6i dd nghi gi 4y nhi? T6éi muén ¢ lai
dé thuong thic loat phim cta Michel Grondy co ma. T6i hoi hop gan chét
va mét rat nhiéu thoi gian ma&i chon dugc dd dé mic. Ta 4o cua toi khong
chat dong trang phuc dé di dan dum tiéc tung. Khi toi xudng tién sanh thi
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moi nguoi da té tuu dong du, ké ca Etienne. Toi ngac nhién vi cau da dén
dung gid. Cau quay lung vé phia toi.

“Puoc ro1,” to1 nodi. “Ma tiéc thoi cac ban.”
Nghe thay giong t61 cau lién quay lai. Cau gan nhu giat ban Ién.

To61 mac vay ngan. Lan dau t61 mac vay ¢ day vi cam thay né phu hop
cho dip sinh nhéat. “Oai odi, Anna!” Rashmi gia vo chinh gong kinh. “Sao
cau lai giau nhem gia tai nhu vay?”

Etienne dang nhin cham cham cdp chan t61. Toi ¢ tinh ruc vao 4o khoac,
cau giat minh va dam sam vao Rashmi.

C6 1€ n6 noi1 dung. Co 1€ t61 nén thuong xuyén mac vay hon.

Ban nhac trong cdu lac bd dang hing say choi rock. Trong tiéng ghi-ta
manh mé, tiéng trong gian dir va ca tir gdo thét, t6i khong thé nghi duoc gi
nita. T6i chi biét minh cam thiy vui. Rat vui. Tai sao t6i chwa bao gid say
ruou nhi? To61 ding l1a ngu — say xin c6 phai chuyén gi to tat dau. Gio thi to1
hoan toan thong cam cho 1y do thién ha thich ubng ruou. T6i khong rd minh
d3 ndc vao thtr gi nhung t6i biét né c¢6 pha nudc trai cdy. Ngum dau rat tom
nhung cang udng lai cang thdy ngon. Hodc 1a toi da bot chi tim vao no. Dai
loai vay. To6i cam thiy rat ky quai. Tran day ning luong.

Etienne dau roi1?
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T6i ddo mat quanh cin phong md a0, xuyén qua nhitng co thé quan quai
clia gi6i tré Paris bi v& mong dang giai téa tic tdi qua chat rock Phap lidu
cao. Sau cung t6i tim thay cau dang dua vao tudng va dang tro chuyén voi
Mer. Sao cau lai tha thi véi Mer? Mer cudi, hit mai toc xodn, roi nd cham
vao canh tay cau.

Meredith d4 tr¢ thanh dd-so-soang-canh-tay. Khong thé tin duoc.

Chua kip dinh than thi chan t6i di kéo 18 co thé t6i vé phia bon ho. Am
nhac xap xinh chay qua mach mau t6i. Toi vap phai chan mot gi nao do.
Anh ta chui thé, t6i 1am bam xin 18i va 1o déo di tiép. Anh ta bi 1am sao 4y
nhi?

Etienne. T6i can phai néi chuyén véi Etienne.

“Nay.” Toi quat vao mat cau lam cdu giat nady minh.

“Troi. Anna. Co sao khong? Cau da udng nhiéu 1am ha?” Mer hoi.

T6i xua tay. Ba ngon. Bon ngén. R6i nim ngén. C& d6 thoi.

“Nhdy v&i minh,” t6i néi véi St. Clair. Cau to vé ngac nhién nhung van
dua ly bia cho Mer. N6 ban cho tdi cai nhin ché trach nhung t6i khong dé
tam. Cau la ban than cua t61. T61 tim tay cdu va kéo vao san nhay. Am nhac
cang om som hon va t6i dé n6 cubn 1ay minh. P6i mat Etienne ddi theo co
thé toi.

Cau d3 tim duoc nhip diéu nén chung toi cung chuyén dong.

Can phong xoay tron xung quanh hai dtra. Mai toc cau uét ddm mo hoi.

Toc to1 cling vay. To1 kéo cau lai gan, cau khong phan do61. Toi ap sat co thé
cau. Khi to61 dén gan hai mat cau nham lai, miéng cau khé tach ra.
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Chung t6i nhu hoa thanh mot khoi. Ban nhac bat dau mot bai hat mai.
Cang lic cang am 1. Pam dong nhu da phat dién. Etienne rong 1én doan
diép khiic cing moi nguoi. Toi khong biét ca khuc d6. Cho du co biét noi
tiéng Phap thi toi cling khong chac minh c6 thé phat ra Am thanh trong moi
truong On a0 ngoai ¢ nay khong — t6i chi biét mot diéu 1a ban nhac nay
HAY HON HAN Penny Dreadfuls. Ha ha!

Bon t61 nhay dén khi kiét strc, ca hai cung thd hon hén, quﬁn 40 udt dam
va di dung liéu xiéu. Cau dan toi dén quay bar va téi bam vao nd bang chit
stc luc con sot lai. Cau cling nghiéng nga bén canh t61. Bon t61 bat cuoi.
T6i khoc vi cudi qua nhiéu.

Bdong mot con bé la hodc quat tiéng Phap vao mit chiing toi.

“Sao thé?” Etienne quay lai, kinh hai tron mét khi thdy con bé d6. N6 co
mai toc 6ng a va khuon mat gay git. N6 lién tuc gao 1én va toi nhit nhanh
duogc vai tiéng chui thé. Cau dap lai bang tiéng Phép, tir thé dung va giong
ndi ctia cau toi c6 thé doan ciu dang bién hd cho ban than. Con bé do lai la
6, nhéch mép 1an cudi va len 16i di qua dam déng dién cudng.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” toi hdi.

“Chét tiét. Chét tiét.”

“Nguoi d6 13 ai? D3 xay ra chuyén gi?” téi vén toc ra khoi co. Toi cam
thay néng btrc. O day qua nong.

Etienne hot hoang vo tai quan. “Me kiép. Pién thoai ctia minh dau?”

T6i md mim tai xach tay va lay dién thoai ra. “DUNG CUA MINH
NAY!” Toi hét at ca tiéng nhac.
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Cau lic dau. “Minh khong thé dung dién thoai cua cau. Co éy s& biét.”
Cau hét toc va trude khi toi nhan ra ciu di di ra cira. Toi bam theo. Chung
t6i xong ra khoi cau lac bo, t6i d6 kha lanh 18o.

Bong tuyét dang roi 13 ta. That 1a kho tin. Chuwa bao gid t6i thiy tuyét roi
& Paris! Troi d6 tuyét dung vao sinh nhat t6i! Toi the ludi nhung khong cam
nhan duoc né. To6i the 1udi ra xa hon. Cau van dang cuéng cuéng tim dién
thoai. Thi ra né nam trong tii 4o khoac. Cau goi ai d6 nhung chac han
nguoi d6 khong bat may vi cau dang gam gir.

To1 nhay lui lai. “Co6 chuyén gi vay?”

”Cé chuyén gi vay? C6 chuyén gi vdy w? Minh s& néi cho cau biét. Con
bé trong d6, cai dira ¢ mudn 1am thit minh 14 ban cung phong véi Ellie. N6
da thay chiing ta nhay véi nhau va goi Ellie dé mach 1éo moi chuyén.”

“Vay thi sao chtr? Chung ta chi nhay nhot thdéi ma. Ai thém quan tam?”

“Ai thém quan tdm ha? Ellie ctt nhing xi vé cau. C6 Ay ghét chuyén
chung ta di chung, va gid co ay s& nghi dang c¢6 chuyén gi do...”

“Chi ta ghét minh u?” T6i cam thay boi roi. Toi da lam gi chi ta? Toi da
khong gdp chi ta may thang nay roi.

Cau lai kéu lén, d4 vao tudong va roi dau dén tru tréo. “CHET TIET!”
“Binh tinh di nao! Lay Chua, Etienne, ciu bi gi vay?”
Cau lic dau, mat mii ngay dai. “Moi thr khong nén két thic nhu vay.”

Cau lua tay vao mai toc am uodt cia minh.
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Cai gi dang ra nén két thuc? Chj ta hay t6i?

“Cling d3 ran nat 1au roi...”

Lay Chua. Ho sip chia tay u?

“Nhung minh van chua chuan bj tim 1y,” cau noi hét cau.

Tim t6i hoa da. Khén tiép. Nghiém tlc déy. KHON KIEP. “Tai sao lai
khong ha St. Clair? Tai sao ciu van chua chuén bi tAm 1y?”

Cau ngude 1én nhin to6i. Khong con Etienne ma chi c¢6 St. Clair. Cau co
vé bi ton thuong, nhung t6i khong thém quan tdm. Cau lai 1a St. Clair pho
phinh ban-cua-moi-nguoi. T61 GHET cau. Trudc khi cau kip tra 101 to1 da
loang choang di xudng phd. T6i khong nhin cdu nita. Toi dd qua ngdc
nghéch. Mot dira ngu.

T6i lai nhé dén Toph.

Cau goi v6i theo nhung tdi ctr tién vé phia trude. Chan no tiép chan kia.
T6i tdp trung vao cac budc chan dén mic ddm sam vao mot ngon dén
duong. Toi chiri boi va d4 né. Bét thinh linh St. Clair kéo t6i tranh xa ngon
dén, toi van la hét ddm da dén lac mét nhoai va chi mubn vé NHA.

“Anna, Anna!”

“Chuyén gi vay?” Co6 ai d6 hoi. Meredith, Rashmi va Josh buia vay xung
quanh chung t6i. Ho dén day tir khi ndo nhi? Ho c6 nhin thay chung toi

khong?

“Khong sao ca.,” St. Clair néi, “Cau ay hoi say...”
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“Minh KHONG SAY.”

“Anna, cau say va minh ciling say, chuyén nay 16 bich qua. Chung ta vé
nha di nao.”

“Minh khong muon vé nha véi cau!”

“Cau bi cai quai gi vay?”

“Minh bi cai quai gi ha? Ciu gan 1am mé1 dam hdi minh cau do.” Toi 1do
dao di vé phia Rashmi. N6 giir t61 va 1am 1€t nhin Josh. “N6é1 cho minh biét
mot di€u nay thoi, St. Clair. Minh chi muon biét mdt di€éu ma thoi.”

Cau dam dam nhin t61. Bién tiét. Ling ting.

Toi tran tinh giong minh. “Tai sao cau van con cap véi chi ta?”

Im lang.

“Hay lam. Khoi tra 15i minh. Cau biét khong? Ciing dimg goi minh.
Chung ta két thuc roi. Chuc ngt ngon.”

Khi ciu cit tiéng thi t61 da khénh khang di dugc mot doan.

“Vi lac nay minh khong muon & mgt minh.” Gigng cau doi lai trong
dém.

To1 xoay ngudi doi mat cau lan cudi. “Cau dau co mot minh, do6 khon.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cha cha, Anna. Khi say cau that 1a doc dia.”

To6i trum chian qua dau. Rashmi goi dién cho t6i. Pau t6i nhu sap nd
tung.

“Tbi qua cau va St. Clair da ubng bao nhiéu vay?”
Etienne. Téi qua da xay ra chuyén gi? Toi nhd cau lac by, am nhac va...
c¢6 nhay nhot phai khong? Hinh nhu chiing t6i da nhay va mot con bé ming

nhi€c ching t61, hai dira ra ngoai va... 61 khong.

Oi khong khong khong.
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T6i nhanh chong ngoi 1én, cai dau troi-oi-dat-hdi cua toi van PAU NHU
BUA BO. T6i nham mat dé tranh anh sang nhtrc nhéi va chAm cham lan tro
lai giuong.

“Hai nguoi gan nhu da lam tinh trén san nhay day.”

Cai gi?

Toi lai mé mét, long hdi han. “Minh nghi minh bi cim roi,” toi rén ri.
T6i khat nude. Miéng kho dang. Réat khé chiu. C6 vi nhu cai chudng cia

Thuyén truong Jack.

“Chi 1a tan tich cua cudc cheé chén ma thoi. Cau nén udng it nudc. Pung
uong nhi€u qua, cau co6 thé s¢é non nira day.”

“Non ntra ha?”

“Nhin vao bon rira cua ciu di nhé.”

T6i 1am bam. “Thoi khoi.”

“Josh va minh d3 vac cdu vé phong. C4u nén cam on minh.”

“Cam on nhé.” Ngay lic nay t6i khong c6 tdm trang dbi dap véi Rashmi.
“Etienne khong sao chi?”

“Minh khéng gip cau ay. Tbi qua cau ay dén chd Ellie.”

To1 cr tudng minh khong thé cam thay to1 t€ hon nira. T61 vdn xodn cai
g01 cua minh. “To1 qua minh c6 noi gi d6 ky qudc vdi cau ay khong?”
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“Trur vigc cu xur nhu mdt c6 ban gai ghen tudng va bao rang khong bao
g10 mudn no6i chuyén vai cau ay nita thi khong con gi ky quac cad.” Toi rén
ri trong lic Rashmi diém lai chudi hanh dong ky quic cta toi. “Nghe nay,”
no noi, “gitra hai nguoi co viée gi khong?”

“Y cau la sao?”

“Cau hiéu ma. Hai nguoi giong nhu khong thé tach roi.”

“Tru lGc cau ay ¢ canh ban gai.”

“DPung. Vay c6 chuyén gi khong?”

To1 1am bam, “Minh khong biét.”

M

“Hai nguoi... da... lam gi chua?”

“Khong co!”

“Nhung cau thich St. Clair. Va cau ay ciing thich cau.”

To1 thoi choc pha cai goi nam. “Cau nghi vay ha?”

“Théi ndo. Mdi khi thay cdu xuat hién 1a cau ay lai do nhu cay co.”

Hai mét t6i tron tron. Rashmi chi no6i 4n du hay thuc su da nhin théy diéu
do. Khong, tap trung di Anna. “Vay tai sao...”

“Ta1 sao St. Clair van & bén Ellie? To61 qua cau ay da tra 161 cau roi do.

Cau ay c6 don hay chi it sg song trong canh c¢6 don. Josh bao tir sau chuyén
cua me, St. Clair ludn s¢ phai x4o tron bat cir di€u gi trong cudc song.”
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Vay 1a Meredith di doan ding. Etienne so phai thay d6i. Tai sao toi
khong ban bac viéc nay vdi Rashmi nhi? Chuyén rd nhu ban ngay co ma.
No ¢6 nguén tin ndi bd vi Etienne tAm sy véi Josh va Josh ké lai cho no.

“Cau thuc sy nghi St. Clair thich minh 4?” Téi van c¢d hoi.

Rashmi thé dai. “Anna o1, cdu ay sudt ngay tréu gheo cau. Bi€u hién cta
cau ay ro ranh ranh thé con gi nita. Moi khi ¢6 ai d6 bong gié choc phé cau
thi cau ay lai bénh vuc va bao ho cut xéo.”

“Ho ho.”

Rashmi ngung lai. “Cau thyc su thich St. Clair phai khong?”
T6i tranh d4u dé khong bat khoc. “Khong. Khong han vay dau.”
“No6i doi. Cau da tinh han chwa? Cau can bd sung ning luong.”

T6i déng ¥ gip Rashmi ¢ nha an sau nira gid nira. Khong hiéu sao toi
mudn quay lai giudng ngay gidy phut vira dimg ddy. Toi budn nén, dau
nhirc nhu ¢6 ai d6 dang iy chay nén vao. Ca ngudi t6i béc mui. LS chan
16ng toa ra mui ruou chua 1é. Toc ndng nic mui khoi thude. Quan 4o ciing
gom. Toi chay dén bon rira.

Va toi phat hién bai chién trudng cta tdi qua. Toi lai non théc nén thao.

Trong nha tim tdi phat hién ra nhitng vét bam ky la trén cang chan va
ban chan minh. Khong biét chung c6 tir ddu. Toi ngdi thup xudng va xa
nudc néng. Rao rao. Toi dén bita sang mudn hai muoi phat. Ciing ¢ thé luc
nay da 1a gio an trua. Vi toi bita nao ciing khong quan trong. Tuyét day
chuc phan bao phu Paris. Sao t6i ¢6 thé nga qua tran tuyét dau tién cha?
Mau tring sang 16a khién toi phai che mit.
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May ma Rashmi van ng6i mgt minh & ban ciia nhom khi to1 1€t vao nha
an. To1 khong thé dung mat nhitng nguoi khac. “Budi sang tot lanh, &nh mat
tro1.” NO cud1 mim trude mai toc udt va cap mat sung hip cua toi.

“Minh khong hi€u sao nguoi ta lai ngh udng rugu dé tim niém vui.”

“To1 qua lac nhay nhot trong cau vui lam ma.”

“Ti€c la minh chang nhd gi ca.”

Rashmi day mot dia banh mi nudng vé phia t6i. “An di. Udng nudc niia,
nhung dung udng qua nhiéu. Cau c6 thé s€ non tiép day.”

“Minh vtra non ro1.”
“O. Cau sé cam thay kha hon tho6i.”

“Josh dau roi? Toi can mdt mau banh nho. Khiép qua! Toi khong thay
doi.

“Cau sé& thay khoe hon néu chiju kho an ubng.” N6 gat dau. “Josh van con
ngu. Ching minh khong ke ke bén nhau tirng gidy tung phat dau.”

“Um. U nhi. Thé nén ciu va minh di choi v6i nhau sudt.”
Oai.
Lan da nau cua Rashmi dé Ién. “Minh biét chuyén nay c6 thé lam cau

sdc nhung Anna a, cdu khong phai ngudi duy nhat dang gip khé khan.
Ngay ltc nay Josh va minh ciing khong hoa thuan lam dau.”
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T6i bon chon trén ghé. “Minh xin 16i.”
N6 nghich ngom nap ly nude. “Ké thoi.”

“Co chuyén gi sao?” Sau vai phut bo cong khoi goi nd bat dau tudn ra
nhu nudc v& bo. Hoa ra hai dira né tranh cai nhiéu hon t6i tudng. Vé viéc
Josh ctip hoc. Vé viéc Rashmi thiic ép cdu ta. Rashmi nghi Josh budn vi né
sap roi truong. TAt ca chiing t6i déu vao dai hoc con cau ta thi khong.

Trudc nay, to1 da khong nghi téi chuyén do.

Rashmi cling budn vi c6 em gai Sanjita dang dan dim vd&i nhom cua
Amanda con cau em trai Nikhil thi dang bi bat nat. B6 me nd thi lién tuc so
sanh no voi chi gai Leela von 1a nguoi doc dién vin tot nghiép hai nim
trudc ¢ truong nay. Mer thi qua ban biu véi do1 bong, Etienne va toi ludn
dinh nhau nhu sam con... né mat di ban than nhat ciia minh.

Ellie van chua goi dién cho no.

T61 cam thay vo cung hd then trong sudt thot gian Rashmi trat bau tam
su. T61 chua bao gio nhan ra nd khong c6 ai dé chuyén tro. Té1 cir dinh ninh
Josh 1a du cho no r6i.

“Bon minh s& thu xép duoc,” nd nodi vé Josh, co6 gang khong khoc, “Bon
minh luén lam thé. Chi kho khan chut th6i1.” To61 dua khan an cho n6 chui
milii.

“Cam on.”

“Cé gi dau. Cam on banh mi nuéng cua cau.”
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N6 hé moi cudi nhung lién ngung lai va nhin sau lung t61. Toi nhin theo
mat no.

Cau dang ¢ do.

Toc cau hoan toan bu xu, chiéc 40 Napoleon nhan nhiim hon bao gi¢ hét.
Cau cham chap dén cho 6ng Boutin va lay mot dia... banh mi nuéng. Trong
cir nhu ca tuan cau khong chgp mat du van dep trai. Tim t61 v& vun. “Minh
noi gi bay gio? Minh nén ndi gi voi cau ay?”

“Hit sau,” Rashmi noéi. “Hit vao that sau.”

Hit tho 1a chuyén bat kha thi. “Néu cdu 4y khong dém xia toi minh thi
phai 1am sao? Minh di bao cau 4y khong duoc noéi chuyén véi minh nira.”

Rashmi ruén nguot gitr tay to1. “Cau s€ on thoi. Cau ay dang di t1 nén
minh s€ tha tay cau ra. Cu xtr tu nhién nhé. Cau s€ on.”

Dung vay. Toi s& 6n. Pang vay.

Cau cham chap di dén ban cta chung toi. Toi nham mat. Toi dang lo lang
cau s& khong ngdi xudng va SE khong bao gio bt chuyén véi t6i thi khay
thirc dn cta ciu kéu loang xoang & phia d6i dién. Cau da bao gio khong
ngdi canh t6i chwa nhi? Nhung thoi chuyén d6 khong phai van dé. Mién la
cau ¢ day.

“Chao,” cau noi.

To1 mé mat. “Chao.”

“Phan day!” Rashmi néi. “Minh phai goi Josh. Minh d3 htra s& goi anh
ay trude khi an sang ma quén khudy di mat. Gip hai cau sau nhé.” Co ban
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héi ha bo di nhu thé chung t6i dang mac bénh truyén nhiém.
T6i xoay xoay banh mi nudng trén dia. C6 can thém mot miéng.
Etienne kh& ho. “Céu khong sao chi?”
“Pudi. Con cau?”
“T¢ nhu quy.”
“Cau trong cling nhu quy vay.”

“Co gai ¢6 mai toc sting nudc y hét mot con quai vat bi uot dang noi do
ha?”

T61 ra vé nhu dang cuoi. Cau ra vé nhu dang nhin vai.
“Cam on nhiéu, Etienne.”

Cau cham tay vao banh nhung khong cam 1én. “Vay minh lai 14 ‘Etienne’
roi a?”

“Cau c6 nhiéu tén qua.”
“Minh chi c6 mdt céi tén nhung nguoi ta xé nd ra lung tung.”
“Sao cling duoc. Um, cau lai 1a Etienne.”

“Hay 14m.”
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To1 tu hoi cude doi thoai nay c¢o6 dugce tinh 1a 101 xin 161 hay khong. “Chi
ay sao r01?” To1 khong mudn nhac dén tén nguoi ay.

“Cay cu.”

“Minh xin 16i.” Tuy khong that tim héi han nhung t6i khao khat mudn
chtrng minh chung t6i van c6 thé 1am ban bé. Con dau budt nhéi trong long
t6i van can c6 cau xoa diu. “Minh khong mudn gay rdi, nhung khong biét
sao minh lai...”

Cau day day thai duong. “Pung xin 16i. Khong phai 16i cta cau.”

“Nhung néu minh khong 16i cau ra nhay thi...”

“Anna.” Etienne tir ton noi. “Cau khong thé budc minh lam nhitng diéu
minh khong muon.”

Mit t6i nong birng, 10ng nhdn nhao nhu sip nd tung khi t6i chot nhan ra
mdt diéu.

Cau éy thich toi. Etienne thuc su thich toi.

Nhung ngay lap tirc su hoai nghi xam chiém t6i, mot y nghi bénh hoan
d3 day cam xtc cua toi dén thai cuc d6i nghich. “Nhung... cdu van & bén
chi 4y?”

Céu dau kho nhdam nghién hai mat.

T6i khong thé khéng ché giong minh. “Cau di qua dém véi chi ay!”
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“Khong!” Mat Etienne bat m¢. “Khong, minh khéng lam thé. Anna,
minh da khong... qua dém véi Ellie tir 1au 1am r61.” Cau nhin t61 véi vé van
nai. Tu trude Gidng sinh ro1.”

“Minh khong hi€u tai sao cau khong chia tay chi ay.” T61 nirc no. That
dau kho khi & rat gan thtr minh muon ma né van xa qué tam tay.

Cau t6 vé hoang mang. “Minh di ¢ bén c6 dy tir rat 1au. Ching minh da
trai qua nhiéu chuyén, viéc ndy phuc tap lam...”

“Phirc tap cai quai gi.” Toi dimg 1én va day khay thirc 4n qua bén kia
ban. Mau banh mi nudng roi khoi dia va dap xubdng nén nha. “Minh da
chuong mit ra va cdu da hat hiii minh. Minh s& khong pham lai sai 1am d6.”

To1 phong di.

“Anna! Anna, doi da!”

“Oliphant! Cam thay kha hon chwa?” T6i lui lai va suyt ddm vao Dave.
Cau ta dang mim cudi. Ban bé Dave bao gdom Mike va Emily Middlestone
(hay con goi 1a Co gai co6 Lon toc hong) doi phia sau véi khay thirc dn cho

btra trua.

“Um, sao vay?” To6i nhin lai, Etiene da dung 1én. Cau sép stra dudi theo
t6i nhung gio thay Dave thi lai chan chur.

Dave bat cuoi. “Toi qua thay chi ¢ tién sanh. Chac chi khong nhd, lac d6
ban bé chi dang vat va kéo chi vao thang may nén t6i dén giup ho mat tay.”

Rashmi di khong nhic dén chuyén nay.

“Chi1 da n6n hét ra bon rira.”
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Dave da vao phong t61?
“Chi 6n ro1 cht?”” Cau ta vén toc ra sau tai.

Toi lai li€c vé phia Etienne. Cau budc ra nhung lai ludng lu. To61 quay lai
vGi Dave, mot cam gidc m&i mé va xau xa hinh thanh trong 1ong. “On 16i.”

“Hay lam. bon nay s& dén quan ruou Ireland & Montmartre. Mubn di
chung khong?”

To61 da noc du ruou cho mot quang thoi gian dai. “Cam on nhung chi
muon & lai ky tuc x4.”

“Um. C6 1& dé 1an khac?” Cau ta cudi toe toét va thic toi. “Khi nio chi
cam thay khoe hon r6i di nhé?”

T6i mudn tring phat Etienne, mudn 1am t6n thuong cdu theo cai cach
cdu di 1am ton thuong t6i. “Um. Chi ciing thich thé.”

Dave nhuéng may vé ngac nhién. “Tuyét. Gdp chi sau.” Cau ta mim cuoi
bén 1€n va theo dam ban dén chiéc ban thuong ngay cua ho & goc bén kia
nha an.

“Tuyét,” Etienne noi1 sau lung t61. “That tuyét dugc noi chuyén voi cau.”

To1 quay lai. “Cau bi sao vay? Cau co thé tiép tuc hen ho Ellie nhung
minh khong thé noi chuyén véi Dave 4?”

Etienne trong c¢6 vé nguong nghiu. Cau nhin chdm cham xudng giay.
“Xin 161.”
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To1 khong biét nén lam gi vai 161 xin 161 d6.

“Minh xin 161,” cau lai n61. Lan nay cau nhin t61 véi vé khan cau. “Minh
biét khong cong bang vdi cau nhung minh can thém thoi gian dé thu xép
moi chuyén.”

“Cau da c6 cad nam deé thu x€p ro1.” Giong t61 lanh lung.

“Lam on di Anna. Hay lam ban minh.”

“Ban cau.” To1 bat cuoi chua chat. “Duoc roi1. Tat nhién.”

Etienne nhin t61 mdt cach bat luc. Téi muon noéi voi cau dung mong toi
diéu d6, nhung t6i KHONG BAO GIO ¢6 thé tir choi cau. “Lam on di ma,”

cau nhac lai.

To1 khoanh tay bao v€ ban than. “Chéc chan rdi, St. Clair. Lam ban.”

“Minh khong tin cau da an trua v&i David.” Mer nhin cdu ta nghénh
ngang di doc hanh lang va lic ddu. Ching t6i di vé hudng nguoc lai véi
Dave dé dén 16p Vat Iy.

“Dave,” to1 stra lai. “Sao cht? Cau éy tr té ma.”

“Néu cau thich loai gam nham,” St. Clair néi, “cu sé théy vo1 ham rang

bu chang do s¢€ rat kho nhai duge thic an.”
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“Minh biét cau khong thich Dave, nhung it nhét cling to ra lich su chut
chtr.” May tuan 18 gan day troi qua rat té. St. Clair va toi van 13 ban bé - vé
mit 1y thuyét — nhung nay tinh trang kia da quay lai, ning né va x4u xi hon
nhirng ngay sau 1& Ta on. Pén muc c6 thé cam nhan duge mot co thé thuc
su dang ngin cach chiing t6i xich lai gan nhau.

“Thi sao nao?”” Gigng cau ho nghi. “Hai nguoi dang hen ho a?”

” Um, bon minh chuan bi c6 cudc hen dau tién sau khi cau ta hoi cudi
minh. Lam on di. Minh va Dave chi la ban.”

Mer cuoi toe. “Dave khong muon chi 1a ban be thong thuong dau.”
“Nay, cau co6 chép lai dé bai mén Ngir van khong?”” Toi hoi.

“Danh trong lang ha Anna,” Rashmi than thién no1. K€ tur sau bita sang
hau sinh nhat, tinh cam cua hai chiing t61 da dugc cai thién it nhiéu.

“Ky la qua,” St. Clair n6i. “Minh thay cau chép lai dé bai r6i ma.”

”Vay ha?”

“U, minh théy 16 1dm.” ciu ndi. Co mot su thach thirc & day.

“Qi thoi di cac ban,” Mer néi. Ca dam da phat 6m 18n v6i nhitng tro cai
va cua hai dwra t61 du ho khong biét cu thé tinh trang hién tai cua bon t61. Va
t6i thich nhu vay. “Anna, bai tip yéu cau viét mot bai luan so sanh hai cau
chuyén trong cudn Kitchen. Nhé chua?”

Di nhién t6i van nhd, That ra t6i mong chd bai tp nay lam. Chung t6i

vira doc xong mot tac pham cua tac gia Nhat Ban Banana Yoshimoto va do
la cudn séach toi1 thich nhat tinh dén thoi diém nay. Ca hai cau chuyén cua ba
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déu dau x6t va tang thuong nhung ciing duom vé... gian di va ling man.
T6i khong thé khong lién tuong dén cac tac pham ctia bd minh.

B t6i ciing viét vé tinh yéu va cai chét, nhung sach cta ong tran ngap
nhiing tinh tiét kich tinh ngd ngan con Yoshimoto phan 4nh qua trinh chira
lanh tm hon. Nhan vt cua ba cling bi dan vt nhung ho da tim lai cudc
sdng ctia minh. Ho hoc cach yéu thuong tré lai. Cau chuyén cta ba dau kho
hon nhung ciing thoa man hon. Nhén vt trong truyén chiu dung ¢ doan dau
va gitra chir khéng ¢ doan két. D6 13 mot hudng giai quyét tich cuc.

To1 nén gui cho bo mot cudn va khoanh tron doan két hanh phtc ay bang
muc do.

“0),” St. Clair néi. “Téi nay chung ta s& cing lam bai tap chu?”

Cau dang nd lyuc to ra hoa dong. Nghe giong cau co vé kho so. Cau lién
tuc ¢ géng con to1 lién tuc gat cau ra. “Minh khong biét,” t6i nédi. “Minh
con phai di do vay cudi.”

Khuon mat St. Clair thp thodng vé chan nan, nhung vi mét 1y do nao d6
t6i khong cam thay hai long nhu mong doi. Thoi bo qua. “Chan chén rdi,”

to1 noi. “Se€... vui ma.”

“Minh can mugn vé ghi mon Giai tich cia cau,” Mer néi. “Chac 1a minh
bo sot dieu gi ro1. Hom nay no6 chang lot vao dau minh ti nao.”

» 0,” St. Clair noéi ¢t nhu vira nhan ra Mer dang dimg ¢ day. “Um. Cau
¢ thé muon chung khi cau dén gap bon minh.”

Rashmi cudi1 mim nhung khong néi gi ca.

Cau quay lai nhin t6i. “Vay cu c6 thich cudn sach d6 khong?”
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”C6 chu.” Su bat on len 161 gitra chung to6i1. “Con cau?”

St. Clair nghi ngoi mot lic. “Minh thich nhét cai tén tac gia,” sau clng
anh noi. “Ba-nah-na.”

“Cau dang phat 4m sai ddy,” toi noi.

Cau diu dang thiic vao toi. “Minh vén thich n6 nhat.”

sHkosk

“Oliphant, cu sb chin cua chi la gi?” Dave thi tham.

Chiing t6i dang lam bai kiém tra dot xuat. Toi lam khong t6t 1am vi chia
dong tir khong phai thé manh cia toi. Toi c6 thé xtr Iy cac loai danh tir -
thuyén, day gidy, cau vong. Le bateau, le lacet, [’arc-en-ciel. Con dong tir
thi t6i chiu. Phai chi moi cau ca déu c6 thé sir dung ¢ thi hién tai nhi?

To1 phai bdo dam Gido su Pao phu dang lo dang thi md&i dam tra 101
Dave. “Biét chét lién,” t6i thi thAm. Du that tinh t6i c6 biét dap an. Chang
qua toi rat ghét gian 1an. Cau ta chia sau ngon tay va toi lac dau. toi thire su
khong biét dap an cau do.

“Cau sau?” cau ta rit Ién, c6 vé khong chic toi nghe duoc.

“Cau Higgenbaum!”

Dave cimg do khi c6 Pao phil budc dén gan. C6 giat dé bai khoi tay cau

ta va toi khong can ranh tiéng Phap ciing hiéu co gido dang noi gi. Bat qua
tang roi nhé.
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“Ca ¢6 Oliphant day nita.” Co ciing giat bai kiém tra ctia toi.
That 1a bat cong! “Nhung...”

“To61 khong chap nhan dugc viéc gian 1an.” Co cau c6 dén muc toi chi
muon nip xudng dudi gam ban. Roi co trd lai buc giang.

“Cai quai gi vay?” Dave lam bam.

T6i bao cdu ta im di nhung ¢6 quay phat lai. “Co! Cau! Toi nghi minh da
1am rd roi chit - khong noéi chuyén trong luc lam bai kiém tra.”

“Xin 161 Gido su,” to61 noi trong lac Dave phan bac rang cau ta chang ho
hé cau nao. Lam thé that 1a ngu vi moi nguo1 déu nghe thay cau ta.

Varoi... Gido su Gillet dudi chiing t61 ra ngoai.

Khéng thé thé dugc. Toi chua bao gio bi dudi ra khoi 16p. Ching toi
dugc din doi ¢ hanh lang cho dén khi tiét hoc két thuc nhung Dave nay ra y
khac. Cau ta nhon chan bo di va ra hiéu cho t6i di theo. “Di thoi. Pén cau
thang dé néi chuyén nao.”

Nhung t61 khong muon di. Ching t61 da gap du rac roi véi cd gido roi.

“Co 4y s& khong bao gid biét duoc. Chung ta s& tré vé trude khi hét tiét,”
cau ta néi. “Hua day.”

Dave nhdy mat, toi lic dau nhung van di theo cdu ta. Tai sao t6i khong
thé tir ch6i nhitng anh chang dang mén nhi? Toi nghi Dave sé ding lai khi
chung t6i dén gan cau thang nhung rdi cdu ta di qua ludn. Ching toi ra
ngoai va lang thang trén phd. “Kha hon phai khong?” cdu ta hoi. “Ai lai
mudn bi ket ¢ trong vao mdt ngay nhu hom nay ch?”
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Troi lanh té tai, du thich & lai trong truong nhung t6i van nin thinh.
Chung t61 ngé)i 1én mot bang ghé lanh 1€o, Dave huénh hoang veé tro truot
tuyét hay truot van gi d6. Téi thi ctr nghi van vo. Khong biét Gido su Gillet
c¢6 cho t6i bd sung diém kiém tra khong nhi? C6 c6 dang nhin ra hanh lang
khong? Va téi ¢6 bi dinh vao vu rac roi ndo nira khong?

“Chi biét khong, noi chung t6i thdy mimg vi chiing ta bi dudi ra ngoai,”
Dave noi.

“Ha?” Sy chl tam cua to1 quay lai véi cau ta. “Tai sao?”

Cau ta mim cuoi1. “To61 chua bao gio duoc gap riéng chi.”

Va r6i - cit nhu thé - Dave vuon ngudi t6i va chiing t6i hon nhau.
T61. Bang hon. Dave Higgenbaum.

Cing... duoc.
OSTENT
Mot bong nguoi bao phu ching t61, té1 tach moéi minh ra khoi d61 moi
dang dan vuot qua gidi han cia cdu ta. “Khon that, chung ta d3 bo qua tiéng

chudng r61 a?”” Dave hoi.

“Khong,” St. Clair n6i. “Hai nguoi con ndm phut dé tha ho liém mut
rang 1o1.”

To1 co rum trong tui ho. “Cac cau lam gi ¢ day?”
: y
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Meredith dimg sau cdu, tay cam mdt xap bdo. NO toét miéng cuoi.
“Chung minh nén héi ciu cau d6 maéi phai. Hai dra minh dang lam vai vi¢c
lat vat cho Gido su Hansen.”

“Vay a,” toi noi.

“Chao, Dave,” Mer noi.

Cau ta gat dau véi Mer nhung van nhin St. Clair, mit cau lanh ling va
cting nhac.

“Chiing toi s& dé cau quay lai... viéc cau dang lam.” Cip mat Mer long
lanh khi n6 kep tay St. Clair. “Gdp cau sau nhé, Anna. Bai bai Dave!”

St. Clair thoc tay vao tii, khong nhin vao mat t6i khi budc di. Bung toi
con cao. “Thang cha d6 c¢6 bi sao khong?” Dave hoi.

“Ai co? Etienne éy ha?” To61 ngac nhién khi tén cau vudt khoi mi€ng toi.
“Etienne?” Dave nhuéng may. “T6i tuong han ta tén St. Clair?”

T6i mudn hoi Vdy thi tai sao cdu goi cdu dy la thang cha d6? Nhung nhur
thé thi tho 16 d6. T6i danh nhun vai.

“Ma sao chi hay di chung véi thang cha d6 vay? Bon con gai sudt ngay
ban tan vé nd nhung t6i chang thay c6 gi hay ho ca.”

“Vi cau ay vui tinh,” t61 no1. “Cau ay thuc sy la mdt anh chang tir té.”
Tur t€. Hom trudce to1 cling da dung tir d6 dé mo ta Dave vai St. Clair. Toi

c6 bi 1am sao khong nhi? Lam nhu Dave c6 diém gi d6 gidng St. Clair vay.
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Trong cau ta c6 vé cau kinh va t61 cam thay khong vui. Ca ngoi St. Clair
trudec mat Dave s€ 1a mdt viéc bat cong voi cau ta. Pac biét 1a sau khi t61 da
hon cau ta.

Dave thoc tay vao tai. “Ching ta vao trong thoi.”

Ron rén di 1én 1au, t6i muong tuong Gido su Gillet dang ding chd, khoi
tda ra tir 16 miii c6 nhu mot con rong dién tiét. Nhung khi chung t6i dén noi
thi hanh lang van vang lang. toi 1én nhin qua cira s6 16p hoc trong lac co
hoan tat bai giang. Co thay toi va gat dau.

Khéng thé tin duoc.

Dave di noi dung. C6 khong bao gid biét chung t6i da chudn di.

To6i dong ¥ 1a Dave khong hdp dan bang St. Clair. Cau ta co vé long
ngdng vung vé voi mot ham rang 1on x6n, nhung cai miii rdm nang-day-tan-
nhang thi rat v 1 dang yéu. T6i thich cach cdu ta hit mai toc bom xom khoi
mat va xao xuyén trude ny cudi dong dua cta cau ta. Chiac chan Dave co
hoi tré con, nhung cau ta khong gidng ga Mike Raynard lac nao ciing ndi vé
bd nguc ctia Co gai c6 Lon toc hong cho du cb ta dang & gan han. Toi
khong nghi s& c6 ngay Dave hao htimg véi mot cudn sach lich st hodc doi
mot cai mil budn cudi do chinh tay me cdu ta dan, nhung van dé 1a Dave
ddc than con St. Clair thi khong.

P3a mot tuan troéi qua tir lac ching t6i hon nhau va gid moi nguoi mic
dinh chung t61 dang hen ho. DPai loai thé. Chung t61 cung di tan bg, cau ta
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tra tién mot vai bita dn va chiing t6i hon hit mui man & nhiéu dia diém khac
nhau trong khuén vién truong. C6 diéu t6i khong di choi véi ban bé Dave
va cau ta cling khong bao gid gan gili ban bé t6i. Nhu thé hoa ra lai hay vi
bon ho ctr 1dy Dave lam ¢ tréu choc t6i khong ngirng nghi.

Dudi sanh, t6i nam won quanh céac ban cia minh. Hom nay la tdi thir sau
nén toa nha khong dong duc cho 1am. Nate ngdi sau ban 18 tan vi nhan vién
thuong truc dang dinh cong. O Paris nay luén c6 nhitng vu dinh cong, d6 1a
chuyén tit yéu sém mudn gi ciing xay ra. Rosh phac hoa Rashmi trong ltic
n6 nodi chuyén véi bo me qua dién thoai bang tiéng Hindi, con St. Clair va
Meredith thi luan phién dit cau hoi cho bai kiém tra mén Chinh phu My.
Tbi ban bju kiém tra email, va giat minh khi théy co thu cua Bridgette.

N6 di khong viét gi gan hai thang nay.

Té biét cdu khéng muon nhé dén té nhung t6 nghi minh sé thir lan cuoi.
Té xin 16i vi dd khong noi voi cau chuyén to va Toph. To so vi biét céu rat
thich anh dy. Hy vong mét ngdy nao dé cdu sé hiéu la t& khéng cé y lam

cau buon. Hy vong hoc ky hai cua cdu o Phap sé dién ra thudn loi.

Hai thang nita la deén lé tot nghiép roi, to rat mong buoi da vii cuoi nam.
TMORP co to chuec tiéc khiéu vii khong? Cau sé di voi ai?

Con anh chang nguoi Anh dé thi sao? Té nghe thdy c6 vé sdu sdc hon
ban bé binh thwong réi day. Sao cing dwoc. Té xin 16i, hy vong cdu van
khée. Té sé khéng lam phién cdu nita. Té da khéng ding nhitng tir khé nuét
Vi 16 biét cdu ghét chiing lam.

“Cau 6n chir, Anna?” St. Clair hoi.

“Gi co?” Toi gap may tinh lai.
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“Trong cau cir nhu rap phim B6 me ché san cdo chan ngan bi dong ctra
vay,” cau noi.

Bridgette va Toph s& dén budi tiéc khiéu vii cudi nam. Vi sao toi budn?
Trudc gio toi chua bao gid quan tim t&i budi tiéc d6. Nhung roi ho s& chup
nhirng tdm anh bé xinh. Toph s& mic bd vest dugc bién tu v4i nhimng chiéc
ghim cai con Bridgette s€ mac mot chiéc vay kiéu c6 dién. Cau ta s& dat tay
1én eo no6 va vung vé tao dang. Ho s€ chup lai khoanh khic bén nhau mai
mai d6. Con toi thi s& khong bao gid biét dén buodi tiéc khiéu vii cudi nam.

“Khéng c6 gi. Minh khong sao.” Toi quay lung véi cau va lau kho mat.
St. Clair ngdi 1én. “Khong c6 gi 1a sao. Cau dang khoc kia kia.”

Clra trudc mo ra, tan sd Am thanh tang vot khi Dave, Mike va ba c6 bé
16p muoi mét xuat hién. Ho da uéng rugu va cudi dua am T Emily
Middlestone, Co gai v6i Lon toc hong, bam chit canh tay Dave. Ban tay
cua cau ta thu tha dat 1én eo con bé do. Buc anh trong budi tiéc khiéu vil.
To1 ngac nhién khi long dau nhoéi vi ghen ty.

Hai ma Emily d6 bimg, n6 cudi nhiéu hon nhitng ngudi khic. Mer thic
mili gidy vao nguoi tdi. SO con lai, bao gom Josh va Rashmi, thich thd theo
doi tinh hudng nay. Toi mo lai may tinh, quyét tim khong xu 1ong nhim.

“Anna!” Dave ham hg vay tay. Khuén mat Emily ddy vé chua chat. “Chj
16 mét roi!” Céu ta rii bo Emily va ldo dao budc vé phia toi, trong y hét mot
con ga mdi nd véi ddi canh vo tich sy. “Chi biét quan ca phé ¢ cira s6 mau
xanh khong? Chung t6i ¢ chom ban ghé bén ngoai quan va gidu vao trong
dai phun nuéc. Chi nén ching kién vé mat cua 1ii tiép vién khi ho tim ra so
ban ghé d6. Thich lam!”

T6i nhin xudng chan Dave. Thuc sy chiing dang w6t siing.
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“Chi dang 1am gi vay?” Cau ta thup xudng canh t6i “Kiém tra email a?”

St. Clair khit mii1. “Trao huy chuong cho anh ban nay vi k¥ nang tham
thinh tuyét voi di ndo.”

Pam ban t6i cudi khay. Toi cam thdy xdu ho cho ca Dave va minh.
Nhung Dave khong thém nhin St. Clair ma tiép tuc cudi nhian nhd. “Um, t6i
da nhin thiy cai may tinh va khuén mat cau lai dang yéu chimg t6 chi ay
dang rat tap trung, tir d6 toi két ndi hai viéc lai...”

“KHONG,” t6i ngan St. Clair, lac ndy cau dd mo miéng nhu sip stra noi
gi d6. Cau simg s6t khép miéng lai.

“Mudn 1én lau khong?” Dave hoi. “Chiing ta s& sudi am trong phong toi
mot lac.”

Co 1€ t01 nén di. Cau ta dai khai la ban trai t61 co ma. Thém vao do to1
dang tic St. Clair. Cai nhin thu dich ciia ciu cang cing cd quyét tim cia
t61. “Puogc diy.”

Dave reo 1én va kéo to1 ding day. Cau ta budc qua cudn sach cua St.
Clair va cau trong nhu thé sap gi€t nguoi dén noi. “Chi 1a mot cudn sach
tho1 ma,” to1 noi.

Cau quac mat voi vé khinh miét.

Dave dan toi 1én tdng nim. Tang cua St. Clair. Toi d3 quén ho 13 hang
xO6m. Phong cua cau ta hoa ra lai 1a noi... dam chit M§ nhat ma tbi tung
thiy ¢ Paris. Bén buc tudng dan day 4p phich: bai hat, phim anh, ca mot
phu nit c6 by nguc dd so6 mac bikini tréng. Bo nguc cua co ta vui vao cat va
co ta biu m6i nhu mudn néi: Ban tin néi khong? Cat! O bdi bién ddy!
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Lii con gai nhao vao chiéc giuong bira bon cua Dave. Mike lao vao theo
khién bon ho ré 1én, tay nén tui bui vao ngudi nd. To1 luon 1o quanh cura
phong cho dén khi Dave kéo t6i ngdi 1én dui cau ta trén chiéc ghé bén canh
ban hoc. Thém mét thang nita budc vao. Paul hay Pete gi d6. Mot con bé
16p mudi mot voi mai toc den tuyén va quan bo bo sat dudi nguoi dé khoe
chiéc nhn trén ron cho Paul/Pete ngam nghia. Oi troi oi.

Nhém ngudi d6 chia thanh timg cdp va bat dau hon hit. Emily khéng c6
ddi tac nén né bo di, trude do da kip bén cho t6i cai nhin sdi suc cdm hon.
Ludi Dave dang nam trong miéng t6i nhung t6i khong thé tha long vi tdi
nay cdu ta chay nudc dii qua nhiéu. Ban tay Dave ludn vao 4o toi va nan lai
& eo. Toi nhin xudng ban tay con lai va phat hién ra né khong 16n hon tay
to1 1a bao. Cau ta c6 doi tay cua mot cau nhoc.

“Tao can giai toa,” Mike Reynard dung 1én, dira cip véi nd nga dop ra
san nha. T6i thAm mong Mike bién khoi phong nhung hoa ra né lai di lam

mot viéc khong thé tha thir duoc.

Mike kéo khoa quan ngay trudc mat moi nguoi va te vao buong tam cua
Dave.

Khong mot ai Ién tiéng,.
“Sao cau khong ngan can cau ta?”

Dave khong tra 101 cau hoi cua t61, dau cau ta ngtra ra sau, mi¢ng ha hoc.
Cau ta mo ngu u?

“Nguoi nao cling te trong budng tdm ma chi gai.” Mike biu moi voi toi.
“Sao vay, chi xép hang doi vao nha v¢ sinh ha?”
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skeskok

T6i chién dau voi ndi khiép so trong luc phi than xudng phong minh. Tbi
dang nghi gi vay? T6i c¢6 thé di bi nhiém mot trong vo sd ching bénh nguy
hiém chét nguoi nao d6. Chac chan Dave CHUA TUNG lau don phong éc.
To1 nhé lai khong gian thoai mai gon gang cua St. Clair va con ghen cua t61
d6i vé6i Ellie lai & sang mot hudng méi. St. Clair s& khong bao gid treo ap
phich bia bot, bu khu trong phong hay dung budng tam 1am nha vé sinh.

Sao toi lai thanh d6i v&i Dave? Toi chi dén voi cau ta vi s6i mau vai St.
Clair phai khong? Y nghi d6 danh vao t6i mot ci choang vang.

Gi10 day to1 cam thay vira tui ho vira ngu si. To1 dua tay so sg1 day deo co
va mot con chan dong ma1 ao dén.

Chia khoéa. Chia khoa dau rdi?

Minh da dé n6 & dau nhi? Téi chai thim vi khong doi nao toi quay lai
phong Dave. C6 1& n6 & dudi sanh. Hodc c6 thé tir dau toi da khong mang
theo nd. Noi vy toi phai di dén ban 18 tan phai khong? Nhung ma — toi lai
chuii tham - ho dang dinh cong rdi con dau. Vay 1a t6i phai dén phong Nate
va danh thirc anh ta vao luc nira dém. Anh ta s& noi dién véi toi mat.

Ctra phong Mer m¢ ta. La St. Clair.

“Ngu ngon nhé,” cau ndi va khép lai ctra phong. Mer cling chuc cau ngu
ngon. Cau li€c sang t61 va to1 giat lui. Cau da biét to1 dang & ngoai nay.

“Cau va Higgenbaum vui vé cht?” Cau mia mai.

To1 khong mudn nhac dén Dave. T61 mudn tim ra cai chia khoa phong
khi gi6 va muon St. Clair bién di. “U. Tuyét voi. Cam on cau.”
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St. Clair chép mat. “Cau dang khéc. Lan tht hai trong t6i nay.” Giong
cau danh lai. “Thang d6 xtc pham cau phai khong?”

T6i lau mat. “Cai gi?”
“Minh s& GIET thang khén...”

To1 kéo cau trd lat khi cau da di dugc ntra duong dén cau thang.
“Khong!” St. Clair nhin ban tay t6i trén canh tay cau, t6i lién voi vang
budng tay. “Minh bi nhdt & ngoai. Minh chi budn vi dé ddu mat chia khoa
phong.”

CCO 2

Bon t61 ding lang mdt hoi 1au, khong biét nén lam gi. “Minh s€ xuong
dudi sanh.” To1 tranh anh mat cau. “Co 1€ minh b chia khoa ¢ d6.”

St. Clair di theo va t6i khong con du strc dé tranh luan. Giay cau gd 16p
cOp trén cau thang vang. Tién sanh rat t6i va vang vé. Gio thang ba dap vao
mit kinh cira chinh. C4u mo mam bat dén. P6 1a mot cay deén Tiffany cé
hinh chudn chudn do véi cap mét mau ngoc lam 16i ra. T6i bat dau lat
nhing tdm dém trén ghé dai.

“Nhung cau da ngoi sudt trén nén nha co ma,” cau néi. T61 ngam nghi va
thay cau no6i dung. Cau chi tay vao moét chiéc ghé. “Gitp minh nang céi nay.
Co¢ € chia khoa bi d4 xuong duoi day.”

Chung t6i di chuyén né. Khong thay chia khoa dau ca.

“Hay cau da bd no lai trén 1au?” To61 biét cau mudn am chi phong ctua
Dave.
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“Minh khong biét. Minh da rat mét.”

“Chiing ta s& 1én d6 kiém tra cha?” Cau chan chur. “Hay 1a... dé minh lén
d6 kiém tra thir.”

T6i lac dau. That nhe nhdm khi ciu khong thuc ép.
Cau ciing to vé nhe nhdm. “Vay dén chd Nate nhé?”
“Minh khong mudn danh thirc anh 4y?”

St. Clair cin moéng tay. Cau dang cing thang. “Cau co thé ngl trong
phong minh. Minh s€ ngu trén san. Chung minh s€ khong phai, irm, ngu
chung. Nhu lan trude. Néu cau khong mubn.”

Pay 1a 1an thir hai ching t6i dé cap dén ky nghi cudi tuan dot trude. toi
lang nguoi. Su cam dd khién toan than toi nhirc nhdi cho mong, nhung ¥
tuéng nay té hai traim duong. “Khong. Minh... minh nén giai quyét ngay
bay gid. Vi sang mai minh van s& phai gip Nate va s& phai giai thich...
chuyén da ¢ lai phong cau.”

Cau co that vong khong? Cau ndi sau mdt thoang, “Vay minh s€ di voi

2

cau.
”Nate s€ noi dién. Cau nén vé ngu di.”
Nhung cdu van di dén phong Nate va go ctra. Mot phat sau Nate mé cua.

Anh ta di chan dat, mac mot chiéc 4o thun cti mém va quan ta lon. Toi
nguong ngung ngodnh mac di. Nate xoa xoa cai dau troc loc. “Gi vay?”
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T6i nhin cham chim tAm tham c6 hoa tiét hinh thoi cta anh ta. “Em bj
nhét bén ngoai.”

(CHé?,S

“Ban éy quén chia khoa,” St. Clair noi, “Ban éy ¢ thé muon anh chia dy
phong khong?”

Nate thé dai nhung van ra hiéu cho chiing to6i budc vao trong. Phong anh
ta rong hon phong ching t6i nhiéu, c6 bon tam riéng, phong khach, nha bép
& vira (du vaAn con bé ti teo néu xét theo tiéu chuan M¥) va mot phong ngi
biét 1ap. Nate i ach budc t6i chiéc ti gd trong phong khach. Trong ti chira
nhiéu chia khéa déng méc vao dinh, trén mdi chia son mot con sb mau
vang. Anh ta giat 14y s6 408 va dua nd cho toi. “Anh muén 13y lai né trude
bira an sang.”

“D1i nhién r61.” T61 kep chiéc chia khoa chat dén noi né han sau vao long
ban tay. “Em xin 161.”

“Ra ngoai di,” anh ta no1 va ching t61 hdc téc di ra hanh lang. T61 liéc
thay t6 ‘40 mua’ cua anh ta va nhd lai ky tc vé dip 1 Ta on khong vui vé
cho lam.

“Thay chwa?” St. Clair tit cong tic cdy dén chudn chudn. “Ciing khong

A lv ’9

te lam.

Tién sanh lai bi bong tdi bao tram, anh sang le 161 duy nhét dén tr man
hinh cho cua chiée may tinh dit trén ban 1& tan. Toi dom budc di toi, bam
vao tuong dé mo duong. St. Clair ddm sam vao toi. “Xin 18i,” cau néi. Hoi
thd 4m 4p ctia cau pha vao cb toi. Cau khong 1ui lai ma van & sat sau lung
toi trong luc hai dira mo mam di hét hanh lang.
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Tay t6i cham vao ctra cau thang. Toi mé no ra va chung t6i phai che mat
trudc anh sang choi dot ngdt. St. Clair dong ctra lai nhung bon t61 khong di
lén lau.

Cau van ap sat vao to6i. To1 quay lai. Mo1 cau chi con cach méi t61 mot

hoi thé. Tim t6i ddp cudng loan nhu sdp nd tung, nhung cau lui lai. “Vay
cau va Dave...?”

To1 nhin cham cham hai ban tay dang dét trén canh cura cua cau. Khong
phai doi1 tay ciia mot cau nhoc.

“Pa tung,” t61 no61. “Khong con nira.”

Cau ngip ngung va lai budc vé phia trude. “Va céu khong dinh ké minh
nghe vé ndi dung ctia birc thu luc ndy phai khong?”

“Khong.”

Gan thém mot budce. “Nhung nd lam cau buon. Tai sao cau khong ké véi
minh?”

To1 lui lai. “Vi minh xau ho va do cling khong phai viéc cua cau.”

St. Clair buc tirc cau may. “Anna, néu cau khong thé ké cho ban than
nhat biét diéu gi quiy ray cdu thi ciu cd thé ké véi ai nira day?”

T6i phai ddu tranh ghé 1am méi khong oa khoc lan thir ba. Bé qua su kho
xtr va thai do thu dich, cdu van xem t6i 1a ban than nhat. Toi cam théy nhe
nhdm hon bao gio hét. Toi nhé cau. Toi ghét ctr phai ndi khing véi cau. Va
roi chuyén Bridgette va Toph dén vii hoi tudn 6 at khoi miéng to1, cau cham
chu ling nghe va khong 1an nao roi mét khoi t6i. “Minh s& khong bao gid
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duoc dy vii hoi! Khi bé ding ky cho minh vao day, 6ng ciing d3 tude di co
ho1 d6 cia minh.”

“Nhung... vii hoi tot nghiép thi dau c6 hay ho gi.” St. Clair béi rdi.
“Minh ctr nghi cdu mung vi ching ta khong c6 vii hoi chi.”

Chiing t6i ngdi xudng bac thang cudi. “Minh di nghi vay. Cho dén luc

29

nay.

“Nhung... Toph 1a ké bét tai. Cau ghét han. Ca Bridgette nira!” Cau liéc
t6i. “Chung ta van ghét Bridgette phai khong? Minh khong bé sot diém nao
phai khong?”

T6i lac dau. “Ching ta van ghét no.”

” Puge rdi. PO s& 1a mot hinh phat xtmg dang. Nghi thé nay di, né sé& lot
thom trong mot tdm vai sa-tanh quai g& ma khong dira con géi 1y tri nao
chiu mac vao va ho s€ chup mot tdm anh gdm ghiéc. L

”Burc anh do,” to1 rén ri.

“Khoéng. Ching rat gom ghiéc, Anna.” Trong cdu c6 vé thuc su chan
ghét. “Nhiing tu thé khong ra 1am sao va nhiing khau hiéu do té. ‘Mot dém
dé nh¢’. ‘Khoanh khéc diéu ky’...”

“Noi khéi ngudn mo uée.”

“Chuan khong can chinh.” C4u thtc khuyu tay vao toi. “Q, lai cOn moc
khoa in hinh ky niém nita chir. Bridgette bat budc phai mua mot cai. Toph

s€ thay xau ho va chia tay no, chac chan ludn. Burc anh vii hdi sé hoan toan
danh sap bon ho.”
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”Ho van s€ dugc chung di¢n.”

“Cau ghét chung di¢n ma.”

“Va ho van duoc khiéu vi.”

“Cau khiéu vii ¢ day! Cau nhay trén chi€c ban 1€ tan trong ti€n sanh vao
1€ Ta on.” Cau bat cuodi. “Lam sao Bridgette dugc nhay trén mdt cai ban
trong vii hoi tot nghiép cha.”

To1 ¢6 gilt tam trang budn ba. “Tru khi nd bi dudi ra ngoai.”

“Chuan.”

“Cd 1€ no s€ bi nhu vay.”

”Khong ‘co 1€ gi hét. N6 chdc chan sé€ bi tong co ra ngoat.”

“Va thuc su nhuc nha khi mat btra to1...”

St. Clair non vao hai ban tay. “Thirc an ¢ vii hoi kinh khang 1am! Sao
minh lai quén dugc nhi? Ga dai nhach, sot thit nuong dong chai...”

“... trén giay cua Toph.”

“Khung khiép,” cau noi. “No s€ non trong lic chup anh, minh bao dam
luon.”

Cud1 cung, t61 toét miéng cudi va cau cling cuoi theo. “Con hon thé nira
ay chu.”
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Chung t61 nhin nhau. Nu cudi cua cau gian ra, cau lai thac t6i. To1 tua
dau vao vai cau khi anh dén trén hanh lang tat ngim. Tat c4 déu duoc hen
gio.

“Cam on, Etienne.”

Cau gong ngudi khi nghe thay tén minh. Trong bong t6i t6i cAm mot tay
cau dat 1én dui minh va siét chat. Cau cling siét tay. Méng tay cau bi cin cut
lun nhung t6i van yéu doi tay cau.

Chung that vira van.

Gio thi toi biét vi sao nguoi ta ludn phan khoi khi néi dén mua xuan &
Paris. Nhitng chiéc 14 xanh non mon mén, nhirng nhanh cdy dé chi chit bap
héng va hoa uét kim huwong vang chanh xép hang khoe sic trén con duong
danh cho khach bo hanh. Moi noi t6i dé mat dén déu c6 ngudi dan Paris
dang mim cudi. Nhitng chiéc khian choang ciia ho mong hon, nhe hon va
mém hon. Le Jardin du Luxembourg, khu vuon Luxembourg, tuy tap nip
nhung van rat dé chiu. Moi nguoi ho hoi vi hém nay 14 ngay 4m 4p dau tién
trong nim. Chung t6i da khong nhin thdy anh mit troi trong sudt nhiéu
thang qua.

Nhung t6i cam thay vui mimg vi mot 1y do khac.
Sang nay Etienne nhan dugc mot cudc goi. Susan St. Clair sé khong tr&

thanh vai chinh trong mot cudn tiéu thuyét ciia James Asley. Két qua chup
PET/CT cua bac cho thdy khong con dau vét ciia bénh ung thu. Bac van
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phai di kiém tra dinh ky ba thang mot 1an, nhung ngay luc nay bac nhu
dugc hoi sinh.

Chung t61 ra ngoai an mung.

Etienne va t6i ndam won trudée Grand Bassin, mot hd nude nhod hinh bat
gidc ndi tiéng v4i nhitng chiée du thuyén d6 choi cho tré con. Meredith
dang choi bong da & mot san van dong trong nha phia bén kia duong, Josh
va Rashmi dang c6 vii n6. Chung toi ciing theo ddi tran dau duoc mot luc.
Mer choi rt xuat sic, nhung su tap trung ctia chiing t6i v6i nhitng mon thé
thao ¢6 t6 chirc khong duy tri duoc bao 1au. Chi sau muoi lim phut Etienne
d3 thi tham vao tai téi va nhudng may thic giuc.

Khéng khé dé thuyét phuc toi. Mot lat nita chung t6i s& quay lai dé xem
doan cudi.

La & chd day 14 1an dau tién t6i dén noi nay trong khi khu vuon nam sat
khu Latin. Toi da bo qua nd. Pén gid Etienne da chi cho t6i mot ngdi
truong day nudi ong, mot vudn ciy an qua, mot rap mua rdi, mot vong quay
ngua gd, mot cai san nhd cho dan dng choi ném bong trén co. Cau bao
chung t6i dang & trong cong vién tuyét nhat Paris, nhung toi thi nghi noi
nay 1a cong vién tuyét nhat thé gidi. Toi wdc minh co thé dit Seany dén day.

Mot chiéc thuyén budm ti hon ludt nhe sau lung chung toi va t6i tho dai
khoan khodi. “Etienne?”

Chung t61 nam canh nhau bén mép hd Bassin. Cau cya minh, chan tya
vao ngudi toi. Mat hai dra déu nham tit. “Ho?” cau hoi.

“Thé nay thich hon tran béng nhiéu.”

“Unm, phai thé khong?”
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“Chung ta sa doa qua ro61,” t61 noi.

Canh tay luoi nhac cua cau dap vao t61, ching t61 lang 1€ bat cuoi. Sau
d6 to1 nhan ra cau dang goi tén minh.

“Gi vay?” T61 mo mang hoi.

“C6 mot chiéc thuyén buém trong toc cau.”

‘CHé‘?”

“Minh bao ‘c6 mot chiéc thuyén budm trong toc cau’.”

Toi cb nang dau 1én nhung lién bi kéo lai. Cau khong né1 dua. Mt cau
bé hiéu dong trac tudi Seany dén gan toi, miéng x6 mot trang tiéng Phép.
Etienne bat cudi trong lic t6i ¢b gang g moén dd choi ra khoi dau. Chiée
thuyén 14t nguoc va toc toi bi ngdm trong nude hd Bassin. Thang nhoc gao
1én.

“Nay, gitp voi.” Toi cau tiét nhin Etienne, tiéng cuoi cta cdu da chuyén
thanh timg dot khuc khich. Roi cdu ngdi bat day khi thang nhéc giang kéo
mai toc udt cua toi.

“NAY!”

Etienne quat 1am thiang bé bo tay ra. Ngon tay cdu ludn qua toc toi, diu
dang g& bo déng day nho va gb khoi toc téi. Cau tra chiée thuyén cho thing
bé va néi gi do, lan nay nho nhe hon véi hy vong canh bao né giir chiée
thuyén tranh xa nhitng ngudi ngoai cudc vo toi. Thing bé giat ldy mon do
choi va chay di.
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To1 vat toc. “Eo 01.”
“Nudc sach 1am.” Cau cuoi toét miéng.
“Chac l1a vay.” Té1 yéu cai cach cau doc duoc suy nghi cua minh.

“Pi1 thoi.” Cau dung 1én va chia tay ra. Téi bdm vao dé dung theo. Toi
nghi ciu s& budng tay nhung hoa ra ciu din t6i dén mot vi tri an toan cach
xa ho nudc.

Nim tay thé nay that 1a thich. Rat d& chiu.

T6i udc gi ban bé ndm tay nhau thuong xuyén hon, giong 1ii tré con thinh
thoang toi van gip trén phd. Sao khi chung t6i 16n 18n lai thdy mac c& vé
chuyén d6 nhi? Chung toi ngdi trén cd dudi méi che ciia nhitng canh hoa
mau hong. Toi nhin quanh tim doi Bao vé C6 vai nhitng chiéc mil chi dan
nho ludén ham ho di doi cong dan khoi bai co nhung khong thay mot ai. Khi
dung nhiing tinh hudng thé nay thi Etienne ¢ nhu mot 14 bua may man.
Téc t6i ri nude qua lung 4o nhung ngay lic nay chuyén d6 ciing khong dén
noi te.

Hai dura van nam tay.

Bon tdi nén budng tay ra. Van dé 1a nén budng tay ¢ dau thi dugce xem 1a
binh thuong.

Tai sao bon to1 van chua budng tay nhi?
To61 bugc minh dan mat vao hd Bassin. Cau cling lam di€u tuong tu.

Chung t6i khong quan sat nhitng chiéc thuyén. Tay cdu noéng hoi nhung van
khong budng ra. Roi cau nhich lai gan. Chi mot chit thoi. Toi liéc xudng va
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thiy lung 4o cta ciu bi vén 1én phoi bay phan da bén duéi. Da cau min
mang va trang nhat.

Thir goi cam nhat ma toi ting duoc thay.

Cau lai nhtc nhich, co thé t61 cling nay sinh cam giac tuwong tu. Tay sat
tay, chan sat chan. Tay cau co vao tay t61, ra hiéu mudn t61 nhin cau.

To1 nhin that.

D61 mat sam mau cua Etienne do xét t61. “Bon minh dang lam gi vay?”
Gigng cau cang thang.

Cau dep trai qua, hoan hdo qua. To6i ngay ngat. Tim toi dap thinh thich,
mach mau chay ran ran. Chung t61 chum dau lai.

C4u nhdm mét. Mai chung t61 cham nhe.

“Néu cau dé nghi minh hon cau thi minh s€ hon,” cau noi.

Ngon tay cau vudt ve cd tay toi, toi nhu sap chay thanh than.

“Hon minh d1,” t61 noi.

Cau hon toi.

Chung t6i hon ngau nghién. Hon say sua quén ludn troi dat. Ludi cau
ludn vao miéng t6i, diu dang nhung doi hoi, toi chua bao gid trai qua cam

xUc nay. Bét thinh linh t6i hiéu tai sao mo1 nguoi lai mo ta hon hit nhu sy
tan chay, vi moi té bao trong co thé t6i dang tan bién. Ngon tay toi gitr chat
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toc cau va kéo cau lai gan hon. Mach mau t61 dap ron rang con con tim chi
chuc cho nd tung. To61 chua bao gid muon mot nguoi nhiéu nhu lic nay.

Cau nga nguoi va bon té1 cung nam xuodng hon nhau trudc mat nhiing
dtra nh6c cam bong bay do, cac cu gia choi co va du khach cam tam ban do
nhicu 16p. T61 khong quan tam, t61 khong quan tadm bat ctr dicu gi.

T6i chi muon mdi Etienne.

Trong luong co thé ciau de 1én t61 that khac thuong. To6i cam nhan dugce
cau - ca con nguo1 cau — ap vao toi, té1 hit ha mui kem cao rau, dau goi va
mui huong thoang thoang cua cau. Mui huong ngon lanh nhat ma t61 c6 thé
tuong tugng ra.

To61 muodn hit tho, tan hudng cau. M1 cau co vi nhu mat ong. Nhitng soi
rau lin phin trén mat cdu quét qua da t61 nhung to61 khong dé tam. Cau that
tuyét voi. Tay cau ¢ khap noi va mdc du miéng cau da dan trén miéng to1
nhung t6i van muodn cdu gan giii toi hon.

Bong cau dimg lai. Theo ban ning. Co thé cau cung do.

“Sao hai nguoi co thé lam thé?” mot c6 gai oa khoc.

Nguoi dau tién toi nghi dén 1a Ellie.

Ellie d3 phat hién chung t6i va chi ta s& dung tay khong dé siét co toi,
ngay tai ddy, v6i nhitng ngudi diéu khién con rdi, ngua gd trong vong quay

https://thuviensach.vn



va nhimg nguodi nudi ong 1am nhan ching. C6 hong t6i s& chuyén sang mau
tim, t0i s& tat thd va lia doi. Chi ta s& di tu va gui cho St. Clair nhitng birc
thu khung dién duoc viét trén da kho trong sudt ph?m do1 con lai cua cau.

Nhung nguoi d6 khong phai Ellie ma 1a Meredith.

Etienne bat day. Mer quay di, nhung t6i d kip nhin thay né dang khoc.
“Mer!” né chay di truéc khi t6i co thé 1én tiéng. toi nhin Etienne, ciu dang
vo dau khong tin noi.

“Chét tiét,” cau nou.

“Chét 1a dang r61,” Rashmi noi. Toi giat minh nhan ra n6 va Josh cling
dang & day.

“Meredith.” Téi rén ri. “Ellie.” Sao chung t6i lai dé xay ra chuyén nay?
Cau da c6 ban gai va ching toi cung két ban véi mot ngudi tham yéu cau -
mot bi mat ma ai cling biét.

Etienne dimg phét 1én. Ao cau dinh dﬁy co kho. Roi cau chay di. Cau
dudi theo Meredith va kéu tén nd. Cau bién mat sau mot hang cay, Josh va
Rashmi thi dang ru ri gi d6 nhung t61 khong nghe 1ot chir nao.

C6 phai Etienne vira bo roi t6i? Dé chay theo Meredith?

To1 khong nudt xuéng duogc. Co hong t61 nghen lai. Khong chi vi t61 bi
bat qua tang dang hon mot ngudi khong dugce phép hon — khong chi vi d6 1a

khoanh khic tuyét diéu nhat doi t6i — ma van dé 1a cau da virt bo t6i.

Trudc mat moi nguoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mot ban tay du dua trudc mit t6i va trong tinh trang my mam, t6i nhin
dén co tay, khuyu tay, hinh xdm dau lau xuwong chéo, vai, c6 r6i dén khuén
mat. Josh. T61 bam vao tay cau ta dé dtng 1én. Hai ma toi uét dam, toi tham
chi khong nhé minh da khoc.

Josh va Rashmi khong noi gi ma chi dua toi dén mot bang ghé. Ho dé toi
bu lu bu loa vé chuyén to61 khong biét tai sao lai ra thé nay, réng to1 khong
cd tinh 1am t6n thuong bat cir ai va lam on dimg ké véi Ellie. Sao t6i c¢6 thé
tin minh da lam vay véi Mer? N6 sé khong bao gio nhin mat té1 nira, to1
cling khong ngac nhién khi thay Etienne chay di vi toi thuc su qua toi, vo
cling toi.

“Anna, Anna,” Josh ngét 161. “Néu em c6 mot déng euro cho mdi hanh
dong ngu ngdc em da 1am, thi em dd mua duoc ca bic Mona Lisa rdi. Chi

s€ on thoéi. Ca hai nguoi déu s€ on.”

Rashmi khoanh tay. “Luc ndy dau phai chi c6 moi cap moi cua cau hoat
dong.”

“Meredith, cau 4y rat,” t6i thon thirc, “tir té.” Lai 14 tir d6. That 1 chudng
tai. “Sao minh c6 thé lam thé véi ciu ay?”

“Ua. Mer rat tir t&.” Rashmi noi. “Va chuyén hai ngudi di 1am qua that
rat phii phang. Hai ngudi da nghi gi vay?”

“Minh chdng nghi gi ca, moi chuyén cit xay ra thé thoi. Minh da pha
hong moi thtr. Cau Ay ghét minh. Etienne ghét minh!”

“St. Clair tuyét d6i khong ghét chi.” Josh noi.

“Néu minh 1a Mer thi minh s& ghét St. Clair lam.” Rashmi quic mit.
“Ciu ta d3 dat miii Mer tur rat 1au roi.”
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Josh t6 vé buc tirc. “Anh ay da hen ho voi chi Ellie dugc mot ndm rudi.
Em nghi nhu vay chua dua dé ngan can sao — 61, xin 101 Anna.”

T6i khoc tham thiét hon nira.

Ho ngoi trén bang ghé vai to1 cho dén khi &nh mat troi lan ngup dudi
nhirng tan cay roi dua to1 trd ve toa nha Lambert. Tién sanh vang tanh. Moi
ngudi van & ngoai tin huong thai tiét dé chiu.

“Minh can néi chuyén véi Mer,” t61 noi.
“O1 khong, khong dugce,” Rashmi noi. “Hay cho cau ay thoi gian.”

To1 len Ién tr& vao phong va m¢ khoa. To61 da bo chia khoa trong phong
vao cai dém toi tuong da lam mat no. Nhac Beatles xap xinh tir birc tudng
ngin cach Mer va t6i. Toi nhé lai dém dau tién dén day. “Cudc cach mang”
dang nguy trang cho tiéng khoc ciia n6 u? Toi nhét chia khoa vao 4o va nga

ra givong. Ro61 t61 nhom day, di to1 di lui, sau d6 lai nam xudng.
To1 khong bi€t minh nén lam gi nira?

Meredith ghét t6i. Etienne thi bién mat, t6i khong biét cdu ghét t6i, thich
t6i hay nghi minh di pham sai 1am. T6i c6 nén goi cho cau khéng? Nhung
t61 biét noi gi? “Xin chao. Anna day. Con bé cdu hon trong cong vién roi bo
roi dy. Cau c6 mudn di choi véi minh khéng?” Nhung t6i phdi biét Iy do
cau bo di. Toi1 phai biét cau nghi sao vé . Ap dién thoai vao tai, tay to1 run
lay bay.

Vao théng hop thu thoai. t61 nhin 1én tran nha. Cau c¢6 trén d6 khong?

T6i khong biét nita. Nhac ciia Mer qua to dé nghe thiy tiéng budc chan, toi
s€ phai di 1én d6. To61 nhin minh trong guong.

https://thuviensach.vn



Mit t6i sung hup va do quach, toc thi tréng nhu to qua.

Hit thé. Lam tirng viéc mot.

Rira mat. Chai toc. Panh rang cho dang hoang.

Lai hit thd. Mo ctra. Pi 1én 1au. Da day t6i co that khi t6i g cira phong
cau. Khong ai tra 101. To1 ap tai vao burc tranh vé cau dang doi chiéc mil cua
Napoleon dé nghe ngong bén trong. Khong co gi ca. Cau dang ¢ dau? Cau
DANG O dau?

Toi tré lai phong minh, giong hat khan duc cua John Lennon van vang
am am giita hanh lang. Chan t6i cham lai khi di qua phong Mer. T6i phai
xin 16i, t6i khong ban tim diéu Rashmi noi. Meredith rat gian dir khi né mé
cua. “Tuyét 1im. Ban d6 ha?”

“Mer... minh xin 101.”

No bat cuodi chua ngoa. “H4? Ban trong c6 vé rat an nan khi ludi ban rac
dudi khi quan cta ciu ay nhi.”

“Minh xin 16i.” Toi cam thay bat Iyc. “Chuyén xay ra chi 14 tinh cd.”
Meredith siét hai ban tay khong deo nhan. N6 ciing khong trang diém.
Thuec té thi Mer hoan toan xo xac. Toi chua bao gid thay no trong tinh trang

nay. “Sao ban c6 thé 1am vay ha Anna? Sao ban c6 thé 1am vay voi t61?”

“Minh... minh...”
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“Ban ldm sao? Ban biét tinh cam t6i danh cho ciu éy co ma! Khong thé

tin noi!”

“Minh xin 16i,” t6i lai n6i. “Minh khéng biét bon minh di nghi gi...”

“Hirm, ciing chang sao. Cau iy khong chon ai trong hai chung ta dau.”

Tim t6i ngimg dap. “Sao co? Y cau la sao?”

“Cau 4y da dudi theo toi. Bao 1a chiang c6 chut hing tha nao véi ban.”
Mit n6 d6 lyng. “Va sau d6 cau ay dén chd Ellie. Ngay ltic nay cdu 4y dang
¢ do.”

Moi thir tré nén 16 mo. “Cau Ay da dén chd Ellie?”

“Ciing nhu moi lan cau 4y gip rac r6i.” Mer doi sang giong diéu ty man.
“Gio thi thay sao? Khong con nong bong nita phai khong?” Va sau d6 nod
dong sap cura trude mat toi.

Ellie. Cau lai chon Ellie.

T6i chay vao nha vé sinh va mé nap bon cau. Tudng s& ndn sach bira
trua nhung da day chi co thét, toi dong nap bon cau va ngdi 1én nd. Toi bi
sao vay? Tai sao t6i ludn yéu sai nguoi? Toi di khong mudbn Etienne tro
thanh mot Toph khac nhung rdi van 1a thé. Té hon nita 1a t6i chi thich Toph.

Nhung lai yéu Etienne.

T6i khong thé doi mat véi cau lan nita. Sao toi c6 thé dbi mat véi cau?

To61 muon tré vé Atlanta, t61 mudn gdp me. Y nghi d6 khién t61 tii ho. Bon
con gai muoi tam khong nén can dén me. To1 khong biét da & trong buodng
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tam bao lau, nhung bat giac nhimg 4m thanh khé chiu ngoai hanh lang vong
dén. C6 ai d6 dang go ctra.

“Chua o1, dinh ¢ trong do suot dém a?”
Amanda Spitterton-Waltts. Xui xéo dén thé 14 cung.

Tbi nhin lai dién mao minh. Dbi mat trong nhu thé t6i dd nham nuédc ep
nam viét quat véi Visine!!, méi thi sung vii nhu bi ong bap cay dt. Toi vin
vo1 nudc lanh, va nude 1€n mat, sau do6 dung khan giéy dé lau kho va léy tay
che mat trong ltc tron vé phong.

[1] Thudc nhé mat.

“Xin chao, do pham an,” Amanda noi. “Tao da nghe thay may non roi.”

Lung to1 cing lai. To1 quay ngudi, d61 mat xanh nhat ctua n6 tro ra trén
chiéc miii khoam. Nicole cling ¢ day cung véi Sanjita em gai Rashmi. Co ca
Isla Martin, con bé 16p muoi mot toc dé nhd nhan, Isla tut lai phia sau. N6
khong phai mot phan cia nhom nay ma chi dang xép hang chd vao nha vé
sinh.

“NoO non Aet bita to1. Nhin mat né di. Tom qua.”

Nicole cuoi khay. “Anna luon tém nhu vady ma.”

Mit t6i noéng ran nhung t6i khong nodi doa vi d6 1a diéu Nicole mudn.
Tuy nhién, t6i khong thé phdt bon no. “May cha nghe duoc gi sat Amanda
a. Tao khong phai d6 pham an.”

“Hinh nhu Chén héi vira goi tao 1a do doi trd thi phai?”
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Sanjita dua 1én ban tay duoc ct tia can than. “Em d3 nghe.”

Du rat mudn tat em gai Rashmi nhung t6i vin quay di. Mic ké bon né.
Amanda hing giong. “May va St. Clair ¢6 chuyén gi 4?”

To61 dong cling.

“Vi trong lic may nén mua tao da nghe Rashmi néi chuyén véi con nho
dong tinh cho cura phong no.”

T6i xoay lai. N6 KHONG duoc néi nhu thé.

Giong Amanda nhu keo tam doc, ngot lim nhung gay chét nguoi.
“Chuyén gi d6 lién quan dén hai nguoi cip keé va gio con nhé dong tinh Ip
di to xdc kia dang khoc hét nudc mat.”

T6i thudbn mit. Khong néi nén nguoi.

“No ¢6 co hdi nao véi cau éy dau chtr,” Nicole noi.

“Tao ciing khong chic tai sao Anna nghi né c6 co hoi véi cau ay.”
Amanda hat toc. “Thang Dave d néi dang. May 1a mot dira dam dang. May
khong xtmg voi Dave va tuyét doi khong xing véi St. Clair. Cau 4y nam

trong danh sach hang A. Con may xép tan hang D.”

T6i khong thé tiéu hoa nhiing diéu vira nghe thiy. Giong toi run lén.
“Pimng bao gio goi Meredith nhu thé.”

“Goi sao, do dong tinh dy ha? Meredith Chevalier 13 PO DPONG TINH.
Lap di. To xac!”
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T6i lao vao Amanda manh dén ndi ching toi ngd qua ctra phong tam.
Nicole hét 1én, Sanjita thi cudi am 1én con Isla van xin chiing t6i ngimg tay.
Hoc sinh chay ra khoi phong, bao quanh c6 vil ching t6i. Roi ¢6 ai d6 tach
to1 ra khoi no.

“Chuyén quai gi ¢ day?” Nate noi, gitr to1 lai. Co thr gi d6 nho giot duoi
cam t6i. Toi lau di va thay dé 1a mau.

“Anna tan cong Amanda!” Sanjita noi.
Isla lén tiéng. “Amanda da choc tic...”
“Amanda da tu vé!” Nicole noi.

Amanda s¢ miii va nhan nho. “Em nghi n6 lam gdy miii em r6i. Anna da
lam gdy mii em.”

To1 da 1am vay sao? Nudc mat ram ran trén ma téi. VEt mau do han la
vet xudc do moéng tay Amanda gay ra.

“Chiing t6i dang doi nghe em day Oliphant,” Nate noi.

Toi lac dau trong lic Amanda phun ra mot trang cao budc. “Pu rdil”
Nate n61. N6 im mi¢ng. Ching to1 chua bao gio nghe anh ta Ién giong.

“Anna, vi Chta, da xay ra chuyén gi?”
“Amanda da goi Mer...” tdi thi tham.

Nate gian dir. “Toi khong nghe r3.”
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“Amanda d3 goi...” T6i 4p ung khi thdy mai toc vang xodn tit cla
Meredith lang vang sau dam dong. Toi khong thé noi tiép sau moi chuyén
t6i dd 1am v6i n6 hom nay. Toi nhin xudng ban tay minh va nudt khan. “Em
xin 161.”

Nate thd dai. “Xong réi moi nguoi.” Anh ta chi vao dam déng trong
hanh lang. “Hét chuyén rdi, tré vé phong ctia cac em di. Ba em.” Nate chi
t6i, Amanda va Nicole. “O lai.”

Khong ai nhtc nhich.

“Tro v€ phong ctia cac em!”

Sanjita voi va bién di va nhitng dira khac cling tan ra. Chi con lai Nate va
ba dtra chling t61. Isla nira. “Isla, tr¢ vé phong ctia em di nao,” anh ta noi.

“Nhung em d3 ¢ day.” Giong né dong dac hon. “Em da chtng kién moi
chuyén.”

“Dugc roi. Ca bon em, dén phong hiéu trudng.”

“Con bac si thi sa0?” Nicole lai nhai. “No6 da danh gdy miii Amanda.”
Nate nghiéng nguoi kiém tra Amanda. “Khéng gdy,” sau cing anh ta noi.
Toi thd hat ra nhe nhdm.

“Anh chic cht?” Nicole hoi. “Em nghi n6 nén di gip bac si.”

“Thua cd, xin nhin néi cho dén khi chung ta dén phong hiéu trudéng.”
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Nicole lién ngdm miéng lai.

Khéng thé tin ndi. Toi chua bao gid bi din dén phong hiéu truong. Hiéu
truong truong trung hoc Clairmont chiang may may hay biét danh tinh toi.
Amanda khap khiéng budc vao thang mady, toi 1& budc theo sau voi ndi
khiép so dang cao. Gidy phut Nate quay lung véi chung toi, né thang lung,
nheo mat va nhéch mai:

May sé thua. Con khon.

To1 bi co hi¢u trudng phat cAm tuc.
TOL BI PHAT CAM TUC.

Amanda bi phat hai ngay cu6i tuan, con to1 bi cam tic sau moi budi hoc
trong hai tuan lién. “Co that vong vé em, Anna a,” ¢6 hi€u trudng noi va
x0a bop cai c¢6 thanh manh ctia minh. “Bo6 em s€ noi gi day?”

B6 t6i 4? Ai thém ban tAm dén ong chi? Nhung me s& noi gi day? Me s&
giét toi. Me s& gian dén muc dé t6i bi cam ti mai mai & Phap. Toi s& két
thuc nhu mot ké dn bam gan séng Seine bdc mui hoéi théi. Toi s& lude gidy
dé 1am thirc an nhu Charlie Chapin!'! trong phim Cudc sdn vang?). Cudc doi
toi s& bi HUY HOAL

[1] Dién vién, dao dién phim hai noi tieng nguoi Anh.

[2] Tén tiéng Anh: The Gold Rush.
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Hinh phat cam tac phan chia khong déu vi t6i da khong chiu ké lai nhitng
diéu Amanda no6i. Toi ghét cai tir d6. Pong tinh khong phai mot viée dang
ho then. Chéng 1& vi Mer thich thé thao nén no s& 1a les sao? Sy x(c pham
d6 that vé van. Néu Mer 1a les thi tai sao nd phai budn vé tdi va Etienne?

To1 ghét con Amanda doé.

Khi duogc hiéu truong héi chuyén, Isla da bénh vuc t61, d6 1a 1y do duy
nhat gitp t6i khong bi cam tuc dén hét naim. Con bé ciing hiéu ¥ nén khéng
nhac lai 16i cia Amanda véi hiéu truong. Toi dd ling 18 dua mat cam on
Isla.

Chung t6i trd lai toa nha Lambert va moi ngudi dang tu tap ¢ tién sanh.
Tin don vé tran choang nhau d3 lan rong . Cau hoi nd ra tir 0 moi huéng
nhu trong mat budi hop bdo cua cac ngh¢ si bi 6 danh, nhung t61 mac ké va
tu tim dudng ra. Amanda da tap trung su chl y va lan truyén cdu chuyén
cta no.
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Sao ciing duoc. Toi quéa gidn dir dé xtr 1y cai dong do hoi nay bay gio.

Toi di luét qua Dave va Mike ¢ cau thang. Mike cu xur gidng 1ii ngu
xuan khi 6 tinh tong vai vao t6i dé lam t6i loang choang.

“May bi dién ha?” Toi thét 1én.
Dave va Mike ciing nhéch mép tu mén.

T6i dung dung trd vé phong. Moi ngudi ghét toi, Etienne LAI virt bo toi
dé dén v4i ban gai. Meredith ghét t6i, Rashmi va Josh chic chan khong vui.
Dave va Mike ghét t6i. Amanda, dam ban cua n6 va moi ngudi duoi lau
cling vay. Phai chi t61 chiu nghe theo 161 khuyén ctia Rashmi. Phai chi té1 &
yén trong phong thi Mer dau thé quat méing t6i. Toi s& khong biét Etienne
da chon Ellie. T6i s& khong tin cong Amanda ciing nhu sé khong bi cdm tic
hai tuan sap téi.

TAI SAO ETIENNE LAI CHON ELLIE? TAI SAO?

Etienne. P61 mdi va nu hon cua ciu that tuyét. Cau c¢6 vi nhu mat ong.
Cau s& khong bao gio tir bo ¢6 ban gai ngd ngan ciia minh! Tdi giat minh
khi nghe thay tiéng gd cira. Toi dang roi vao trang thai ban loan nén khong
nghe thay tiéng budc chan.

“Anna? Anna? Cau c6 trong d6 khong?”

Tim t6i that lai. Giong ngudi Anh.

“Cau On khong? Amanda dang & dudi lau néi toan chuyén tao lao. N6

bdo cau danh n6.” Cau lai dap ctra manh hon. “Lam on di Anna. Chung ta
can noi chuyén.”
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Toi x0ng ra md cura. “Néi chuyén? O, biy gid cdu mudn noi chuyén roi
ha?”

Etienne kinh ngac nhin t61. Trong mat t61 van dé ngau, dudi ma toi co
mot vet rach dai ndm phan va than thé thi xay xat sau vu au da. “Anna?”

“Sao thé, cau khong nghi toi biét cau da dén chd Ellie a?”
Cau hoang hét. “Cai-cai gi?”
“Sao vay?” Toi khoanh tay. “C6 phai thé khong?”

Cau khong mong t6i biét chuyén nay. “Pung 1a vdy nhung... nhung

29

ma...
“Nhung cdi gi? Chic ciu nghi t6i 13 dira ngdc ha? T6i chi 1a mot dua
dang khinh mai mai chd cdu bén ngoai dudng bién phai khong? Cau co thé
tiép tuc tré vé bén canh chi ta mdi khi gap kho khan va t61 s€ chd'p nhan
viéc do sao?”
“Khong phai nhu vay!”

“LUON LUON nhu vay!”

Etienne m& mié€ng dinh ndi roi lai thoi. Nét mat cau hét dau kho roi lai
chuyén sang gian dit. R61 biéu cam do kho cirng. Cau hung ho bo di.

“TOI DA NGHI CAU MUON NOI CHUYEN!” Téi néi.

To61 dong sap cua.
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Cung xem qua ndao. Hém qua, t6i: (1) hon ban than nhat du da thé voi
chinh minh khong bao gio lam thé, (2) phan boi mdt ngudi ban khac bdi vu
hén hit d6, (3) au da véi mot dira da cong kich toi, (4) bi cam tic hai tuan,
(5) chi chiét nguoi ban than bén trén cho dén khi cau ta chay tron.

Can stra mot chat. Cho dén khi cau ta lai chay tron.

Néu c6 mdt cudc thi dé xem ngudi nao co thé gay ton hai cho chinh minh
nhiéu nhat trong mot ngdy thi t6i kha tu tin minh s& gianh chién thing. Me
t6i da khe ra lira khi nghe vé tran au da cia toi véi Amanda va gio toi bi
cum chan sudt mua he. To6i khong thé nhin mit ddm ban cta minh. Té6i hd
then vi chuyén da lam véi Meredith, Rashmi va Josh ro rang ding vé phia
Mer con St. Clair thi... cdu khong thém ngé ngang dén toi.

St. Clair. Mét 1an nita cau khong con la Etienne ciia téi.
Piéu d6 1am ton thuong toi sau sac hon hét moi th.

Budi sang hom d6 that khung khiép. Toi bo bita sang va 1én vao 16p Ngit
van vao nhitng gidy cudi cting. Miy dtra trong nhom khéng nhén ra su co
mit cua t6i nhung nhitng ngudi khac déu ri rAm va nhin t6i chong choc. T6i
doan bon ho dimg vé phia Amanda. Téi chi hy vong ho khong biét sy cb
v6i St. Clair du toi da quat thao am 1 vao mit cdu trong hanh lang tdi qua.
T6i danh ca tiét hoc dé nhin 1én cdu. Cau mét dén do khong mo mat 1én
dugc, t6i cling khong nghi cau di tam.
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Nhung cdu van dep trai. Toi ghét diéu d6. Toi ghét ban than vi di khao
khat cau nhin toi, dang ghét hon nita khi Amanda bt gip toi nhin cAu cham
chdm va n6 cuoi khay nhu mudn néi, “Thay chua? Tao di bdo ciu Ay nam
ngoai tim vai clia may ma.”

Mer khong can phai xoay ngudi tranh t6i nhu St. Clair — du thuc té thi ca
hai nguoi ho déu tranh toi — vi con song thu dich ctia né quét toi tip vao toi
hét 1an nay dén lan khac trong sudt budi hoc. Lop Giai tich lai cang kéo dai
thém sy dau kho. Khi Gido su Babineux tra lai bai tap vé nha, St. Clair da
chuyén x4p gidy ra sau dau ma khéng ngo t6i mot cai. “Cam on,” toi lam
bam. Cau siing sd trong gidy 1at trude khi trd lai trang thai cing cing phdt
16 su tOn tai cua toi.

To1 khong thir no1 chuyén voi ciu nira.

L6p tiéng Phap du bao van di theo chiéu hudng xau. Dave ngoi xa toi hét
muire c6 thé, cach cau ta phot 1o toi co vé la ling va c¢b tinh. Vai dua 16p
muo1 cham choc t61 nhung t61 khong biét Dave bi 1am sao, chi nghi dén cau
ta thoi toi cling da thay khiép. Toi bao cai lil phién phirc kia bién di va thé 1a
c¢6 Pao phu nodi gian voi toi. Khong phai vi t6i bao bon ho bién di ma vi toi
d3 khong sir dung tiéng Phap. Cai truong ndy bi lam sao thé nhi?

Vao gid an trua, toi tro lai nha vé sinh hét nhu ngay dau.

Du sao t6i cling khong mudn an.

Lop Vat 1y, t61 nhe nhom vi hom nay khong phai gio thuc hanh. T61
khong thé chiu nbi ¥ nghi St. Clair di kiém mot cong sy méi. Gido su
Wakefield déu déu phan tich vé 16 den, khi dén nira bai giang thi Amanda

duoi nguoi ué oai va tha mot manh giay duge gap lai ra sau dau. No roi
xuong chan to1. To1 doc dudi gam ban.
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NAY CHON HOI, GAY SU VOI TAO LAN NUA PI, TAO SE TANG
MAY NHIEU HON MOT VET XUOC. DAVE NOI MAY LA THU DAM
DANG.

Cha cha. Chua timg c6 ai goi to6i nhu thé. Nhung tai sao Dave lai noi
chuyén v6i Amanda vé t6i? Pay la 1an thir hai Amanda noi lai diéu nay. Toi
khong tin minh b1 goi la thit dam dang chi vi da hon mdt ngudi nao do! To1
vo tron méu gidy va ném vao gay Amanda. Chang biét may hay rti ma toi
d3 ném truot. Mau gidy dap vao lung ghé, nay lai va vudng vao toc nd. Con
bé khong hay biét gi. Toi cam thay vui vui. Mau gidy d6 van dinh trén toc
no.

Van & do.

Van... dic. Amanda nhuc nhich va mau gidy rét xuéng nén nha, Gido su
Wakefield chon ding gidy phut d6 dé di giira hai hang ghé. Oi khong. Néu
thay nhin thdy va doc to cho ca 16p nghe thi sao? T6i that su khong can
rudc thém mot biét danh nao nira trong cai truong nay. Bén canh t61, St.
Clair cling dang dé mat dén mau gidy d6. Gido su Wakefield gan dén ban
chung toi thi thdy sai budc va dim 1én nd. St. Clair doi dén khi thay di
khuit méi lwom né 1én. Toi nghe théy cau md no ra, mat to1 do lyng. Cau
liéc t6i 1an dau tién trong ngay. Nhung cau van khong noi gi.

OSTE.NT

Josh t6 ra lang 18 trong 16p Lich sir nhung chi it cau khong doi chd ngoi.
Isla mim cuoi véi ti va that ky diéu, khoanh khac hiém hoi ciia su tot bung
da ctru v6t toi. Trong khoanh ba muoi gidy. R6i Dave, Mike va Emily tim
tum lai, toi nghe thiy tén minh trong lic ho ngoai diu nhin t6i va cudi cot.
Tinh hinh ngdy cang xau di.
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Lép Cudc song 1a gio hoc tu do. Rashmi va St. Clari phac thao cho 16p
hoi hoa trong luc toi gia vo chii mii vao déng bai tap. Sau lung t6i réo rat
tiéng cuoi dua.

“Chon hoi a, ¢6 1€ néu may khong phai thr dam dang thi may van con
vai dira ban.”

Amanda Spitterton-Watts, khuén mau vi dai nhat truong. Con dién x4u
tinh xinh dep. Da dep, toc dep. Nu cuoi lanh gid, con tim lanh gia.

“Van dé cua may la gi?” Toi héi.
“La may do.”
“Tuyét voi. Cam on may.”

No hat toc. “May khong muon bi€t moi nguol dang noéi gi vé may a?”
To1 khong tra 101. Du sao n6 cling s€ x0 ra hét. To1 da doan qua chuan.

“Dave néi may ngi voi nd vi mudn choc cho St. Clair ghen.”

“CAI GI?”

Amanda lai cudi va vénh vao bé di. “Dave da dang khi da dit may.”

Toi bi choang toan tap. Toi ngu vdi Dave bao gio! Cau ta ké véi moi
ngudi rang ciu ta bo t6i? Sao cau ta dam lam thé? Moi ngudi nghi t6i nhu

vay sao? Oi Chua oi, St. Clair nghi t6i nhu vay sao? St. Clair cé nghi téi da
ngu voi Dave khong?

sksksk
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Nhitng ngay con lai trong tuan t6i mac ket giira dau kho tot cung va gian
dir suc soi. Toi bi cam tic moi budi chiéu va mdi 1an di doc hanh lang toi
déu nghe 16m tén minh trong nhiing giong noi xi xao ngodi 1& d6i mach. Toi
mong dén cudi tudn nhung hoa ra con té hon. P hoan tat bai tip trong lic
bi cAm tic, t6i danh cudi tudn dé dén rap nhung chang thé tap trung thudng
thirc duoc chut nao.

Truong hoc da chinh thirc hity hoai phim anh cua t61. Khong con gi dang
dé song nira.

Vao sang thr hai, tam trang xudng dén day vuc nén toi1 danh lieu dén
chat van Rashmi luc xép hang doi lay bira sang. “Tai sao cau khong noi
chuyén v61 minh?”

“Cau ndi sao?” no6 hadi. “Cau mai la nguoi khong noi chuyén voi minh.”

“Cai gi?”

“Minh chua bao gio da cau khoi ban cua nhom. Tai cau khong dén nira.”
Gigng no nang né.

“Nhung cac cau da gian minh! Vi... viéc minh da lam vo1 Mer.”

“Tat ca ban beé déu c¢6 huc hac.” Rashmi khoanh tay, t61 nhan ra né dang
trich dan 101 t61. T61 da n61 nhu thé vao mua thu vira ro1 khi no6 tranh cai voi
St. Clair vé Ellie.

Ellie. T61 da virt bo Rashmi y hét Ellie.

“Minh xin 161.” Tim t61 chung xuong. “Minh khong thé lam diéu gi ding
dan ca.”
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Hai tay Rashmi né1 1ong, n6 kéo kéo mot bim tdéc dai ciia minh. N6 dang
cam thay kho xur, mot cam xtc bat thuong voi nd. “Chi can hira véi minh
lan sau tan cong Amanda cdu s€ thuc sy lam gy mot cai gi do.”

“Minh khong c6 y ma!”

“Tha long di ndo.” Rashmi nghi ngai liéc t6i. “Minh khong nhan ra ciu
nhay cam dén thé.”

“Minh van con mot tuan cam tac cho tran au da do.”

“Mot mirc phat khic khe. Tai sao cdu khong ké cho c6 hiéu trudong nghe
nhirng cau Amanda da n6i1?”

T6i suyt danh roi khay thirc an. “Cai gi? Sao cdu biét né da noi gi?”

“Minh dau co6 biet.” Rashmi cau may. “Nhung n6 hdn phai rat xau xa thi
cau mdi1 phan tng nhu thé cha.”

T6i nhe nhdm dao mat. “Amanda d3 gip minh khong ding thoi diém.”
Ciing khong hoan toan sai sy that. To1 goi mén vai1 6ng Boutin — mot to sira
chua véi granola va mat ong, loai toi thich nhit — va quay lung vé&i Rash.
“Céc cau... khong tin chuyén Amanda va Dave dang phat tan phai khong?”

“Dave 1a mot thang khon. Néu minh nghi cdu d3 nga véi né thi bay gio
chung ta khong con néi chuyén dau.”

T6i ndm chit khay thirc an dén murc cac khop tay tréng béch. “Vay, o0, St.
Clair cting nghi minh chua bao gio ngu v6i Dave chir?”

“Anna. Tdt cd bon minh déu nghi Dave 1a mot thang khén.”
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To1 lang thinh.

“Cau nén nod1 chuyén vaéi St. Clair,” nd noi.

“Minh khéng nghi cau 4y mubn noéi chuyén véi minh.”
Rashmi day khay ctia n6 ra xa. “Minh thi nghi nguoc lai.”
Toi lat an sang mot minh vi van khong thé di mat v4i Mer.

To1 vao 16p Ngit van mudon ndm phut. Gido su Cole da ng61 & ban va
nham nhi ca phé.

C6 nheo mat trong luc t6i lap xup vao chd nhung c6 khong néi gi. Chiée
dam mau cam cua co bay bay khi c6 nhéc chan. “Céac em. Thirc day di,” co
néi. “Chung ta lai dang ban vé nhitng khia canh k¥ thuat cta viéc chuyén
ngir. T6i ¢6 phai 1am hét moi viéc khong day? Ai ¢ thé noi cho toi biét mot
trong nhitng van dé ma cac dich gia dang gip phai 1a gi?”

Rashmi gio tay. “Thua c6, d6 1a hau hét cac tir déu da nghia.”

“Tot,” Gido su Cole néi. “Chi tiet hon di.”

St. Clair ngdi canh Rashmi nhung cdu khong nghe giang. Cau chi gian
dir nguéch ngoac gi d6 1én phan 1& cudn sach. “Thua cb,” Rashmi noi.
“Nhiém vu cta dich gia 12 quyét dinh tac gia mudn sir dung nghia nao. Tuy
nhién, c6 thé van con nhitng nghia khac lién quan dén vin canh.”

“Em dang noi 13,” Giao su Cole noi, “dich gia phai quyét dinh rat nhiéu.

C6 nhiéu nghia trong mot tir bat ky, trong mot cau bat ky va trong mot
truong hop bat ky?”
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“Vang a,” Rashmi n6i. R61 ¢6 dua mat nhin to1.

Gi4o su Cole bat cudi. “T6i chic chan khong ai trong s6 chung ta nham
1an diéu ngudi khac nodi hodc 1am sang mot diéu khac phai khong? Vi chung
ta str dung cting mot ngdn ngilt. Nhung khi dé cap dén hinh thai ngdn ngir
thi qua 1a nhiéu thach thirc. C6 vai thir khong thé chuyén ngir giita cac nén
van hoa.”

Nhiing tinh huéng dién giai sai 1dm quanh quan trong tam tri t6i. Toph.
Rashmi. St. Clair?

“Hay nhu thé nay chang han?” Gido su Cole budc dén khung cira s6 cao
16n. “Dich gia, bit chap 6ng ta tin tudng d3 bam sat vin ban thé nao, ong ta
van dua nhimg kinh nghiém song va quan diém vao nhitng quyét dinh cta
minh. C6 1& khong phai chi tdm, nhung mdi 1an phai lya chon gitra hai tir
khac nhau, dich gia d6 s& quyét dinh dua vao céi dng ta tin la ding theo
kinh nghiém va thoi quen ca nhan cta ong ta voi van dé do.”

Kinh nghiém va thoéi quen c4 nhan. Ciing giéng nhu St. Clair luén nhanh
nhau chay vé bén Ellie nén t6i cho réng cau lai hanh dong nhu thé. Su that
thi sao? Toi khong con chic chin nira. Trong ca nim cudi cip ndy, toi cir
chim dam gitra dam mé va dau dém, phan khich va phan boi, cang lic cang
kho nhin ra sy that. Cam xuac cua chung to1 co thé bi tréi bude véi mot ai dd
— dé kéo cang va vin xoan trudc khi do v - duoc bao nhiéu 1an? Nhiing
tinh cam d6 liéu con c6 thé han gan lai khong?

Tiét hoc két thuc, t6i 16 bude dén 16p Giai tich, 1ong rdi boi. Toi gan vao
16p thi nghe thdy cdu néi d6. Rat ling 18, nhu thé ai d6 dang hang giong.

“D6 dam dang.”

To61 dong cling.
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Khong. Tién 1én. Om chit sach vé, toi tiép tuc di doc hanh lang.

Lan nay no to hon mot chut. “P6 dam dang.”

T6i quay lai va té hon ca 1a t6i khong biét ké nao da néi. Ngay liic nay co
qua nhiéu ngudi thu ghét toi. Hom nay 1a Mike. N6 mim cuoi khinh miét
nhung t6i chi nhin cham cham Dave. Dave gii dau va ngoanh mit di.

“Sao cau dam?” T61 hoi nd.

“Sao may dam?” Mike hoi. “Tao luén bao Dave may khong ximg déng
v6oino.”

“Vay ha?” Mét t6i vin khoa chit Dave. “Chi it t6i khong phai ke dbi

tra.

“Chj 1a ké dbi tra.” Nhung Dave chi dam 1am bam trong miéng.

“Cai gi? Cau noi sao?”

“Chi nghe roi d6.” Giong Dave to hon, nhung né dang ling tang chép
mat voi thang ban cta minh. Sy cim phan trdi ddy khap co thé t6i. Con chd
nho ctia Mike. Tat nhién. Tai sao t6i khong nhin ra tir trudc nhi? Ban tay t6i
nam chit. Mot 10i tir miéng nd, mot tir thoi. ..

“Po dam dang,” Dave noi.

N6 ngi lan ra dat.

Nhung khong phai do nim dam cua ti.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Qiii!” St. Clair xua tay.

Mike x6ng vao St. Clair nhung t61 da nhdy ra ding gilta bon ho.
“Khong!”

Dave rén ri trén nén dat. Mike day t61 ra, St. Clair day no vao tuong,
giong cdu cam tirc. “Dung cham vao c6 ay!”

Mike kich dong phan cong. “D06 tam than!” N6 nhao t&1 dang luc Gido
su Hansen budc dén va ngan n6 ra don.

“Nay nay NAY! C6 chuyén gi & ddy vay?” Thay day Lich sir ctia chung
t6i trirmg mat voi cdu hoc tro cung. “Cau St. Clair. Pén phong hiéu trudng.
BAY GIO.” Dave va Mike lién tuc kéu oan nhung Gido su Hansen gat
phing bon ho. “Im ngay, ca hai em, néu khong thi di theo Etienne.” Hai tén
d6 lién cAm mom. St. Clair khong nhin t6i, cau chi cim dau vé phia trudc.

“Em khong sao cht?” Gido su Hansen hoi t61. “Co thang ngdc nao lam
em dau khong?”

T6i van con ban than. “St. Clair ¢ bénh vuc em. Khong... khong phai
16i cia ban ay dau a.”

“O truong nay chung ta khéng bénh vyuc bang nim ddm. Em biét ma.”

Thay ném cho t6i ci nhin an y trudc khi di xudng lau dé cung St. Clair dén
phong hi¢u trudng.
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Chuyén gi vira xay ra vay? Toi chung kién tir ddu dén cudi nhung. .. van
khong sao hiéu ndi. St. Clair khong ghét toi phai khong? Toi cam thiy hi
vong tran tré, cho duii van con mét 1y do 1a cdu ghét Dave va Mike hon ghét
t61. Sudt budi hoc t6i chang thay cau dau va khi toi dén phong cam tic thi
cau da ngdi sin ¢ hang cudi cung.

St, Clair trong mét Itr. Chic han cdu di ¢ ddy ca budi chiéu. Gido su phu
trach hom nay van chua dén nén chi con hai ching toi trong phong. Toi
chon ghé ngdi nhu thudng 1é - budn 14 t6i cé mot chiéc ghé thuong 16 - ¢
goc d6i dién phong hoc. St. Clair nhin ddm dam xudng hai ban tay. Chung
1am lem than chi nén toi biét cau dang vé tranh.

T6i hang giong. “Cam on cdu da bénh vuc minh.”

Khéng thay tra 16i. Puoc thoi. Toi quay lung voi tim bang phén.

“Dung cam on minh,” mdt phut sau cau noi. “Minh nén dam thang Dave
do tur 1au r61.” Giay cau nén xudng san nha lat da hoa cuong.

To1 lai li€c trom cau. “Cau b1 cam tic bao 1au?”

”Hai tuan. Mdi tuan cho mot thang khon kia.”

To1 khut khit cudi, dau cau voi ngang 1én. Hy vong cua t61 16e sang va
phan chiéu trén nét mat cau. Nhung no bién di gan nhu ngay tic thi. Toi

cam thay dau dén.

“Céau biet dieu Dave va Amanda noi1,” to1 cay dang noi, “la khong dling
su that.”

St. Clair nham mat. Mgt lac sau cau van khong lén tiéng. Khi cau mo
mi¢ng, to1 nhan thay cau trong nhe nhom han. “Minh biét.”
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Phan mg cham chap cua cau lam t61 kho chiu. “Cau chac cha?”

“U. Minh chéc chin.” Cau ddi mat toi 1an dau tién trong hon mot tuan.
“Nhung nghe chinh cédu noi lai cang hay. Pung khong?”

“DPung.” To61 quay di. “Minh c6 thé hiéu duogc.”
“Cau muon not gi?”
“Thoi quén di.”

“Khong. Khong quén dugc. Minh phat 6m va mét moi vi viéc phai quén
di lam ro1, Anna.”

“Cdu mét vi phai quén di u?” Giong t6i run 1én. “Minh chi khong thé 1am
gi NGOALI viéc phai quén di. Cau nghi ngdi trong phong hang dém nghi vé
cau va Ellie thi d& dang 1am ha? Cau nghi nhitng chuyén thé nay dé dang
cho minh 1dm sao0?”

Vai Etienne sup xuong. “Minh xin 16i,” cau thi tham.

Nhung t6i d3 khoc mat roi. “Cau noi rang minh xinh dep, rang cau thich
mai téc va nu cudi ctia minh. Chan ciu ké sat chian minh trong nhimg rap
phim t6i tdm, roi cdu lai cu x nhu ching c6 gi xay ra khi dén sang lai. Cau
da ngii trén giwong minh ba dém lién tiép va roi... lo minh ca thang sau do.
Minh phai lam gi mdi dung ha St. Clair? Vao ngay sinh nhat minh cau da
noi cau s¢ ¢ mot minh, nhung minh da luon ¢ day co ma? Luon luon!”

“Anna.” Cau dung lén va tién vé phia t61. “Minh xin 101 vi da lam ton

thuong cau. Minh di c6 nhitng quyét dinh rat sai 1am. C6 thé minh khong
xtng dugc cau tha tha vi minh di mét qua nhiéu thoi gian dé di dén bude
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nay. Nhung minh khong hiéu tai sao cau khong cho minh mdt co hoi. Cau
tham chi khong cho minh giai thich viéc ctia cudi tuan trude. Cau da kich
minh, nghi ra nhiing diéu xau xa nhat. S thdt duy nhat ma minh biét 1a thir
minh cam nhan dugc khi ching ta bén nhau. Minh da nghi cau ciing tin
tudng vao nhitng cam xtc do. Minh da nghi cau tin tudng minh, cau hiéu
minh...”

“Vay u!” Toi oa khoc, bat thinh linh ciu ¢ ngay canh toi. “Minh chang
hiéu gi vé ciu ca. Minh ké cau nghe moi chuyén, St. Clair a. V& bd minh, vé
Bridgette va Toph, vé Matt va Cherrie. Ca chuyén minh con trong tring.”
T6i quay di, nguong nging vi da noi huych toet nhu thé. “Va cau da ké
minh nghe nhiing gi? Khong gi ca! Minh khong biét gi vé cau hét, tir bd cau
dén Ellie...”

“Cau biét vé minh nhiéu hon bat cr ai.” Cau gian dir. “Va néu cau chiju
dé tam thi cau s& biét quan hé ctia b con minh ngay lic nay vé cung kinh
khung. Minh khong thé tin ciu nghi rang minh chd ca nim dé hon cau va
khi chuyén xay dén minh lai... chdm dat voi cau. Pung, t6i d6 minh di dén
chd Ellie, DE CHIA TAY CO AY.”

Su tinh ldng lam to1 choang vang.

Ho da chia tay? Chua o1. To1 khong the dugce. To1 khong thd duge. Toi
khong...

Cau nhin xo0dy vao mat to1. “Cau n61 minh s¢ & mot minh va su that dang
la nhu vay. Minh khong tu hao vé diéu d6. Nhung cdu nhin lai minh di,

Anna, minh khong phai ngudi duy nhat gip phai van dé d6 dau.”

Cau dimg qua gan nén toi cam nhan duoc 16ng nguc cau dang phap
phong dir doi. Tim toi cling dap thinh thich. Cau nudt khan. Téi cling nudt
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khan. Cau ngap ngimg nghiéng ngudi, co thé toi phan boi va bat chudc
phan mg cua cau. Cau va toi déu nhim mat lai.

Bong cira phong mé toang, ching toi giat minh roi ra.

Josh budc vao phong cam tiuc va nhun vai. “Em da tron tiét Toan hoc co

29

sO.

T6i khong thé nhin cau trong thdi gian con lai ctia budi cam tuc. Sao toi
c6 thé sg & mot minh khi ma gan day t6i thuong roi vao tinh trang d6 co
cht? Pau phai toi gitt khu khu mot ngudi ban trai sudt ca nim qua nhu ciu
da c6 Ellie? Du qua that t61 da bam viu vao Toph. Niu kéo cau ta nhu 1a —
t6i chot nhian mit — mot su giir chd. Va Dave nita. Cu ta & do, t6i & do, cau
ta sdn sang va t6i cling vay. Toi di lo ling minh dén véi Dave chi vi gian St.
Clair, nhung c6 18... c6 18 toi déd chan canh ¢6 don r6i.

Nhung 1am vay thi sai sao?

Néi vay St. Clair khéng muén bi c¢6 don ciing khéng phai 13 sai? Cau so
thay ddi, so dua ra quyét dinh to tat, toi cling vay. Matt timg néi néu toi noi
chuyén voi Toph thi t6i d3 c6 thé tiét kiém vai thang dau thuong r6i. Nhung
t6i rat so sé pha hong tinh cam lap ling d6 nén khong dam xac nhan mbi
quan hé thuc su cua chiung t6i. Va néu tdi chiu nghe 101 Matt thi c6 1€ St.
Clair va toi di ¢ cudc trao doi thang than nay tir tam doi trude.

Nhung dang 1& St. Clair nén mé 10i trudc! Toi dau phai ngudi duy nhat
c6 16i chur.
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Khoan di. St. Clair chang vira bdo hai chiing t6i déu c6 16i con gi?
Rashmi cling néi t61 1a nguot da virt bo no. N6 da ding. N6 va Josh thuc sy
da gitp t61 vao cai hom ¢ cong vién, nhung t61 da ng6 lo bon nd va Mer.

Chua o1, Meredith.

T6i bi sao thé nay? Tai sao t6i khong cb xin 16i lan nita? Toi khong c6
kha nang gitt lai mot nguoi ban phai khong? Toi phai néi chuyén voi no.
Hom nay. Bay gio. Ngay lap tirc. T61 x6ng ra cira ngay khi Giao su Hansen
cho chiing t6i giai tan. Nhung c6 thtr gi d6 can toi lai khi toi ra dén hanh
lang. Toi ding chan bén dudi bic bich hoa céc vi nit thin va than rung,
xoay nguot lai.

St. Clair dang cho & cira ra vao, dan mat vao toi.

“Minh phai néi chuyén véi Meredith.” Téi can mai.

Céau tir ton gat dau.

Josh xuat hién sau lung cau. Cau ta ty tin néi, “Chi ay nhd chi. Chi s€ 6n
th61.” Ro1 cau ta lai liéc sang St. Clair. “Hai nguoi cling s€ on tho1.”

Trudce day cau da tung ndi cau do vaéi toi. “Co that khong?” T61 hoi.

Josh nhudng may va mim cudi. “That day.”

Pén khi quay di toi méi tu hoi “hai nguoi” ma Jsoh &m chi 1a Meredith
va toi hay St. Clair va t6i. Toi hy vong cdp ndo cling 6n. Vé dén toa nha

Lambert, t6i lién gd cira phong Mer sau khi nhin so qua phong minh. “Mer?
No6i chuyén duoc khong?”
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Mer mo cura he hé. “Chao.” Giong n6 da diu lai.

Chung t61 ding do nhin nhau. T61 dua ra hai céai tach. “So6-co-la’sd’
nhé?”

Trong Mer nhu sap 0a khoc. N6 cho to1 vao, to1 dat chiéc tach xudng ban
hoc cua nd. “Minh xin 101. Minh rat xin 101, Meredith.”

“Khéng, minh xin 16i. Minh xau tinh qua. Minh khong c6 quyén gian dir
vo1 cau.”

“Khong ding, minh da bi€t tinh cam cua cau vay ma minh van hon cau
ay. Chuyén do6 khong dung. Pang 1€ minh nén ké cau nghe minh cling thich
cau ay.”

Chung t6i ngdi trén giudng. N6 xoay xoay chiéc nhin hinh ngdi sao 1ap
lanh quanh ngén tay. “Minh ciing biét tinh cam cua hai nguoi. Moi nguoi
déu biét tinh cam hai nguoi danh cho nhau.”

“Nhung...”

“Minh d3 khong muon tin. Tir 14u 1dm roi minh van con 6m ap thir.. . hy
vong ngd ngan d6. Minh biét cau ay va Ellie da ran nirt nén minh nghi c6
thé..” Meredith nghen ngao, khoang mdt phut sau n6 méi c6 thé noi tiep.

To1 khuay tach s6-c6-la ndng cia minh. N6 dac nhu sot. Mer da tan tinh
hudng dan to1 lam mon nay.

“Chung minh da ting thuong xuyén di choi. St. Clair va minh. Nhung tur
khi cau dén minh khong con thdy cdu 4y nita. Cau 4y ngdi canh cdu trong
16p, trong gid &n trua, trong rap phim. Moi noi. Du van con nghi ngo,
nhung ngay lan dau tién nghe cdu goi cdu 4y 1a Etienne minh d3 biét cau
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yéu cdu ay. Va tr phan trng cua St. Clair — cai cdch mat cau ay sang lén mai
lan cau goi — minh da bi€t cau ay cling yéu cau. Nhung minh phdét 16 vi
minh khong muon tin.”

Bén trong toi bat dau giao tranh dir doi. “Minh khong biét cau dy co yéu
minh khong. Minh khong biét cau ay di timg yéu minh khong. Moi thir rbi
ram qué roi.”

“Chéc chan cau éy mudn nhiéu hon mét tinh ban.” Mer cam léy cai tach
run rdy cia toi. “Cau chua nhin thdy ciu ay phai khong? Cau ay dau kho

moi lan nhin cau. Po1 minh chua bao gio thay ai sau mudn nhu vay.”

“Khong phai thé dau.” Toéi nhd cau da bao quan hé b con cau dang rat
xau. “Cau ay c6 nhiéu chuyén quan trong phai lo nghi.”

“Tai1 sao hai nguo1i lai & bén nhau?”

Sy thang thing trong ciu héi cua nd 1am t6i hoang mang. “Minh khong
biét. P6i lic minh nghi c6 qua nhiéu co hoi... dé ké can mot nguoi nao do.
Nhung chiung minh di ré sai huéng qua nhiéu 1an.” - giong t6i 1i nhi -
“chung minh da b6 16 co hoi cia minh.”

“Anna. D6 1a diéu ngu ngdc nhat minh ting nghe thay.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Nhung cai gi? Cau yéu cdu ay, cau ay cling yéu cau, hai nguoi lai dang
song trong mot thanh phé ling man bac nhét thé gidi.”

Toi lac dau. “Khong don gian vay dau.”
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“No1 cach khac nhé: mot chang trai tuyét voi yéu cau va cau tham chi
khong thur dé tinh cam dé ndy no sao?”

Hokok

Téi tré lai phong, vira thiy khudy khoa lai vira thdy budn. Néu St. Clair
va toi khong cdi nhau trong phong cim tac thi t6i ¢ ¢b xin 16i Meredith lan
nita khéng? C6 18 khong. Nam hoc s& két thuc, ching ti s& di theo nhiing
hudng riéng va tinh ban cua ching t61 s€ mai mai chia lia.

Oi khong. Su that khing khiép d6 danh guc toi.

Sao t6i c¢6 thé bé qua nhi? Cuing mot chuyén. Chinh xac. Cung. Mot
chuyén.

Bridge khong thé 1am khac dugc. Su cudn hit ¢ do, t6i thi ving mat va
ho bén nhau, n6 khong thé lam khdc duwoc. Vay ma t61 da luon trach no.
Budc n6 cam théy an nan vi mot viéc ngoai tam kiém soat ctia nd. Tham chi
t61 khong thir ling nghe no, khong tra 1oi dién thoai va ciing khong hoi 4m
mot cai email ndo. Trong khi nd van tiép tuc c6 gang. T6i lgi nhd didu ma
Matt va Rashmi da noi. To1 thuc sy da tir bé ban bé ctia minh.

Toi lay va-li va mé ngin khoa trude. No van & do. Mot cai go6i nho boc

gidy d6 mau trang. Cay cau do choi. Sau do, t6i ngdi soan mdt birc thu kho
viét nhat trong doi. Hy vong Bridge sé& tha thir cho t6i.
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Nhitng ngay con lai trong tuan ling 18 troi qua. Toi da giri buu pham cho
Bridge, tr¢ lai ban an voi dam ban va két thic hinh phat cAm tac. St. Clair
va toi van khong néi véi nhau ciu nao. O, that ra cling c¢6 ndi vu vo vai cau.
Phéan 16n thoi gian ching t6i chi ngdi canh nhau va bon chon khong yén,
chuyén nay that budn cuoi chi vi chiing t6i khong co gi dé noi.

Nhung dau c6 dé pha v nhiing thoi quen tham can ¢d dé.

Chiing t6i ngdi cach nhau mot hang trong thoi gian bi cam tc. Toi cam
nhan dugc cau quan sat minh subt mot tiéng d6 va sudt ca tuan d6. Toi cling
quan sat cdu. Chung t6i khong cung di bo vé ky tic x4, cdu chdm chap thu
don do dac dé t6i co thoi gian di trudc. Co 18 chung t6i dd nghi dén cung
mot két luan. Cho du chiing tdi c6 ¢d gang bat ddu mot mdi quan hé nao do
thi van s& khong di dén dau. Nam hoc sap két thiic, nim t6i toi s& hoc 1y
luan phé binh dién 4nh & dai hoc bang San Francisco con cdu van khong
chiu noéi s€ hoc ¢ dau. Toé1 da mat day hoi cau sau budi cAm tic hom tha
sau, nhung cdu chi lap bap lang tranh.

Chi it t61 khong phai ngudi duy nhatcam thay thay doi that 1a kho khan.

Vao thir bay, rap phim B6 me cho sin céo chan ngin cong chiéu bd phim
ctia Sofia Coppola ma toi yéu thich nhét, Lac I6i ¢ Tokyo. Tdi chiao quy éng
dang kinh va con Pouce roi lai vao ghé ngdi quen thudc. Lan dau tién toi
xem phim nay tir khi dén Phép. T6i khong thé bo qua nhing nét tuong dong
gifra nd1 dung phim va cudc doi minh.

Phim ké vé hai ngudi My, mot ngudi dan ong trung nién va mot phy nit
tré bo vo giita long Tokyo. Ho vat va tim cach thdu hiéu méi truong xa la
cling nhu tinh cam c4 nhan dang dan ran nit cua minh. Pén khi gip nhau,
hai ngudi lai vat va chong lai sy thu hat dang 16n dan giita ho khi biét quan
hé do 1a bat kha thi.
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Mot bd phim noi vé su cod 1ap va cd6 don nhung cling bao ham tinh ban.
Tré thanh cai nguot khac can. Co lac ¢6 gai da héi nguoi dan ong, “Co dé
dang hon khong?” Phan tng dau tién cua ong ta la, ”Khong,” va roi “Co,”
va ti€p theo s€ 1a “S€ d€ dang hon.” Sau d6 6ng ta bao c6 gai “Em cang biét
r0 v€ ban than minh va thr em muodn, em s€ cang it buén kho vi chuyén
xung quanh.”

Viy... cling t6t thoi. Néu St. Clair va toi khong bao gid di xa hon quan
hé ban be¢ thi cling tdt thoi. Tinh ban cta ciu di hun dic t6i manh m& hon
bat ky mot tinh ban nao khac. Cau da 16i toi ra khoi vo oc va chi cho t6i
théy su doc 1ap. No1 cach khac cau la thir toi can. Toi s& khong quén va
chéc chan khéng mudn mat ciu.

Sau khi b phim két thuc, t6i nhin hinh anh phan chiéu cia minh trong
nha v¢€ sinh cua rap phim. Lon toc cua to1 tr Gidng sinh t&i gio khong duoc
tat tat lai. Toi can phai hoc cach tuy nhudm toc cho minh. Toi muén hoc cach
tu chdam lo ban than. Nghi thé, toi chay vao tiém Monoprix ké bén - mot
loai ctra hang twong tu Super Target ¢& nho - dé mua thuéc nhudém toc.
Pang trén dudng vé thi toi thoang thdy mot bong dang than quen ding bén
kia dai 19.

That kho tin. Nguoi do 1a St. Clair.

Tay nhét vao tii. Cau nhin quanh nhu dang doi ai d6. Tim t61 han hoan.
Cau biét Sofia 1 dao dién t6i thich nhat. Cau biét toi s& dén day va cau dang
doi toi xuat hién. Cudi cung di dén lac noéi chuyén. Toi chay do qua phan
duong danh cho ngudi di bo dé sang bén kia véi cau, 10ng hanh phiic hon
bao gior hét.

Dén luc sap goi tén cau thi t61 chot nhan ra cau khong con dung mat
minh.
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Mot quy ong dung tudi budc dén gin cau. Mot nguoi rat dep trai va co
dang dung quen thudc dén la lung. St. Clair dang néi tiéng Phap. Toi khong
thé nghe duogc khau hinh mi¢ng cau lac noi tiéng Phéap thi khac han. Ct chi
va ngon ngit co thé ciing linh hoat hon. Mot nhém doanh nhan di qua da
tam tho1 déy cau ra khoi tAm nhin cta ti vi ciu thép hon bon ho.

Khoan da. Nguoi dan 6ng kia cling thap bé.

Toi giat minh nhan ra minh dang nhin cham cham vao bo St. Clair. To6i
nhin k§ hon. Ong ta dn van dam chat Paris, khong ché vao dau duoc. Toc
ho cung mau nhung mai toc hoa ram cua bo cau ngan va gon gang hon. Ca
hai cung toat ra su ty tin du ngay luc nay St. Clair trong c6 vé bat an.

To61 cam thay xau ho. Toi lai nhu thé nira r61. Pau phai Iuc nao moi th
cling xoay quanh t6i. Toi nup ra sau mot tam bién tau dién ngdm nhung van

v thire giit minh trong khoang cach c6 thé nghe 16m dugc ho.

Cam giac toi 16i 1én lut tro lai. T6i nén bo di nhung... bi mat 16n nhat
cua St. Clair... dang ¢ ngay day.

“Tai sao may khong diang ky?” bd cau néi. “Pa qua han ba tuan rdi. May
dang lam tao phai tén strc thuyét phuc ho nhan may day.”

“Con khong mudn ¢ day,” St. Clair néi. “Con mudn tré lai California.”
“May ghét California.”

“Con mudn dén Berkeley!”

“May khong biét may mudn gi! May giéng hét ba ta. Ludi biéng va tu

cho minh 14 cai rén vii try. May khong biét cach dua ra quyét dinh. May can
nguoi khac quyét dinh hé may va tao bao may ¢ lai Phap.”
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“Con s& khong & lai nudc Phap khi gié nay, dugc chua?” St. Clair x6
tiéng Anh. “Con s& khong & day voi bo! Giam st con timg ly ting ti!”

Ngay lac d6 to61 moi hiéu. Toi da theo ddi toan bd cudc dbi thoai cua ho.
Bang tiéng Phap.

O. Khi. That.

“Sao may dam noé1 nang véi tao nhu thé?” Bo cau noi1 doa. “Gilra chon
cong cong! May can mot don vao dau...”

St. Clair chuyén sang dung tiéng Phap. “Bé ctr thir di. O day, ngay trude
mat moi nguoi.” Cau chi vao ma minh. “Khong danh ha, thua b6?”

“Cai thang nay...”

“Anh St. Clair!” Mot phu nir tuoi tan trong chiéc dam khoét sau goi tir
bén kia dai 10 khién bo con St. Clair giat minh quay lai.

Anh St. Clair. Ba ta dang goi bd cau. Qua la ky quac.

Ba ta dén gin va hon ca hai ma ong ta. BS cau dap lai les bises!!! va mim
cudi hao nhoang. Tinh khi cua 6ng ta hoan toan bién dbi khi giéi thiéu con
trai minh voi1 ba ta. Nguoi dan ba trong c6 vé ngac nhién khi nghe ong ta
nhic dén mot ciu con trai va St. Clair Etienne quéc mét. B cau va nguoi
phu nit d6 vui vé tro chuyén, con St. Clair da bi lang quén. Cau khoanh tay.
ROi budng tay. Pa giay. Thoc tay vao tii. Rut tay ra.

[1] Tiéng Phdp: nhitng nu hén.

Co hong t61 nghen lai.
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B6 cau tiép tuc tan tinh ngudi dan ba kia. Ba ta nghiéng nguoi cham vao
vai ong ta. Ong ta cuoi rang rd - giong St. Clair — t6i thay la khi nhin nu
cuoi do trén mat mot nguoi khac. To1 chot nhan ra Mer va Josh da noi
dung. B6 cau rat quyén ril. Ong ta c6 strc hut bam sinh giéng nhu con trai
minh. Ngudi dan ba kia tiép tuc ve van, St. Clair lang lang bo di. Ho khong
thém dém xia dén cau. C6 phai cdu dang khoc? Toi cti ngudi dé nhin cho
r thi thay cdu dang trirng mat véi minh.

Oi khong. Oi khong, 6i khong, 61 KHONG.

Cau dung lai. “Anna?”

“0). Chao.” Mit t6i nong ran. Toi mudn tua lai doan phim nay, tat phut va
tiéu huy no di.

Nét mit cdu chuyén tir ling tang sang phan nd. “Cau di nghe hét roi
ha?”

“Minh xin 161...”
“Khong tin no1 cau da nghe trom!”

“Chi la vo tinh théi. Minh da di ngang qua va... cau dung d6. Minh da
nghe nhiéu vé€ bo cau nén rat to mo. Minh xin 161.”

“Hir,” cau noi. “Minh hy vong nhiing gi cau thdy da dap tmg mong doi vi
dai ctia ciu.” St. Clair han hoc di qua to1 nhung to1 tim chdt canh tay cau.

“Poi d4! Minh dau c6 ranh tiéng Phap, nhd khong?”
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“Cau co6 cam doan 1a,” St. Clair n61 cham rai, “cau khong hiéu mot tur
nao trong cau chuyén cia bd con minh khong?”

T6i budng tay cau. “Khong. Minh da nghe. Minh d3 nghe tit tan tat.”

St. Clair khong nhic nhich. Cau nhin trung trung via he nhung khong
ndi dién. Cau dang x4u ho.

“Nay.” T6i cham ban tay cau. “On roi ma.”

“Anna, 0n cai gi & day ha.” Cau hat dau ve phia 6ng b6 van dang tan tinh
nguoi dan ba kia. Ong ta van chua nhan ra cau con trai cia minh da boc ho.

“U,” t6i noi, dau 6c van hanh hét cong suat. “Nhung cau tirng bao khong
ai dugc quyén chon gia dinh cho minh. Cau cling vay tho6i.”

St. Clair nhin t6i ddm dam lam toi khé thd. Toi thu hét can dam ludn tay
vao canh tay cau. Tdi dan cau di. Chung ti di qua mot diy nha va toi tha
cau trén bang ghé bén canh mot quan café vdi ctra chdp mau xanh luc nhat.
Mot cau nhoc ngdi bén trong kéo rém quan sat ching t6i. “Ké minh nghe vé
b6 cau di.”

St. Clair gong ngudi.
“Ké minh nghe di,” toi lap lai.

“Minh ghét 6ng ta,” Giong cau ling 1&. “Mdi té bao trong minh déu ghét
ong ta. Minh ghét nhitng viéc ong ta da lam v&1 me con minh. Minh ghét
mdi 1an bb con gip mit va ong ta tang tiu véi mot phu nit khac, ghét viéc tat
ca bon ho déu nghi 6ng ta hao hoa phong nha nhung thuc su 6ng ta chi 1a
mot ga khén nan tan nhin ludén chuc cho si nhuc minh thay vi dung 1y tri
thao luan vé con duong hoc van cta minh.”
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” Ong ta da chon truong dai hoc cho cau, nén cau khong muon ban vé
chuyén truong 16p?”

” Ong ta khong mudén minh gan me¢. Ong ta muon ngdn cach me con
minh vi khi & bén nhau hai me con s€ manh hon ong ta.”

T6i ruén nguoi nam lay ban tay cau. “St. Clair, bdy gio cdu dang manh
hon 6ng ta ma.”

“Cau khong hiéu dau.” St. Clair rut tay lai. “Me va minh 1€ thudc ong ta.
Moi tht! Ong ta ndm hét tién bac va néu 6ng ta phat y thi me s& ra dudng
ngay.”

To1 cam thay boi roi. “Nhung con tranh v€ ciia me cau?”

St. Clair khit miii. “Khong c6 tién bac gi tir @6 dau. B6 minh d kiém
so4t hét rdi.”

T6i im ling trong gidy lat. T6i dd qua bat cong khi do 16i rat nhiéu van
dé ctia bon t6i 13 1én cau. Nhat 13 khi sy that lai khang khiép thé nay. Sudt
cudc doi cau di bi chinh bd minh kim kep. “Cau phai dung 1én chong ddi
ong ta,” t61 noi.

“Cau nodi nghe dé...”
“Khong, minh k#6ng ndi cho suong mi¢ng dau. Minh khong danh long
thay cau nhu thé nay. Cau khong thé dé ong ta chién thang. Cau phai thong

minn hon Ong ta, phai ha guc 6ng ta trong chinh tro choi ctua 6ng ta.”

“Trong chinh tro choi cia 6ng ta?” Cau cuoi mia mai. “Thoi, cam on
cau. Minh khong thich choi theo quy tac ctia 6ng ta.”
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Cai dau t6i dang hoat dong rao riét. “Nghe minh nay, lic nguoi dan ba do
xuét hién thai d6 cua ong ta da hoan toan thay ddi...”

“0, cau ciing nhan ra ha?”

“Plng noi gi va nghe minh néi, St. Clair. Cau phai lam thé nay. Cau
quay lai d6 ngay lap tirc va néu ba ta van con & d6 thi cAu hiy ndi cau vui
mung thé nao khi bb cho cau dén Berkeley.”

St. Clair c¢b ngat 10i nhung t6i van ban lién thanh. “Rdi sau d6 cau dén
phong trung bay tranh ciia 6ng ta va nodi voi tat ca nhan vién ¢ d6 cau hanh
phiic thé nao khi éng ta cho ciu dén Berkeley. Céu ciing goi cho 6ng ba va
ké ho nghe cau hanh phuc thé nao khi ong ta cho cau dén Berkeley. Cau
cling néi v6i hang xém, nguoi ban tap pham, ngudi ban thudc 1a, MOI
NGUOI trong cudc sdng cla ong ta rang cau hanh phiic thé nao khi éng ta
cho cdu dén Berkeley.”

St. Clair dang can mong tay mot cai.

“Ong ta s& noi tran 16i dinh,” t6i noi, “va minh s& khong d6i lay vi tri caa
cdu du chi trong mot gidy. Nhung 6ng ta vén 1a nguoi thich xay dung hinh
tugng bén ngoai. Ong ta s& lam gi? Ong ta s& cho cau dén Berkeley dé giit
the dién.”

St Clair ngdp nging. “Ké hoach dién ro6 diy... nhung c6 thé s& thanh
cong.”

“Cau khong can luc nao cling giai quyet van dé mot minh. Do 1a 1y do

nguol ta can tim sy véoi ban be cua ho.” To61 mim cudl va tron mat nhan
manh.
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Cau lac dau va ¢ gang mo 10i.

“DPI B1.” Toé1 no1. “Nhanh 1én, nhan luc ba ta con ¢ do.”

St. Clair lai chan chir va toi phai thiuc giuc cau. “bi. D1 di di!”
Cau xoa gay. “Cam on nhé.”

“P1 mau.”

Va cau lam theo 101 t61.

T6i trd lai toa nha Lambert. Du toi rat nén néng mudn biét chuyén sip
xay ra nhung St. Clair phai tw minh dwong dau véi bd. Cau phai ding 1én vi
chinh minh.

Hat thity tinh hinh quéa chudi trén ti 4o thu hat sy cha ¥ cta t6i, toi cam
né va ning niu trén tay. Nam nay cdu da ting toi rat nhidu qua - hat thay
tinh, s6 tay cho nguoi thuan tay trai, ca 14 co Canada nita. Toi thdy vui vi
cubi cling da co thé bao dap cau. Hy vong ¥ tudng ndy thanh cong.

Quyét dinh 1dy bai tap ra lam, toi 13t t&i 14t lui sach vo thi thiy bai tap
mon Ngit van. Phan cudi cua ching toi 1a tho ca. Tac pham cta Neruda. No
van nam trén ké sach noi ban hoc tir hoi 18 Ta on. N6 duoc tinh 13 sich gido
khoa hay mot moén qua nhi?
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Bay. Bay qua.

T6i mubn nodi nd ding 1a sach giao khoa nhung dong thoi ciing 1a mot
tap tho tinh. Mot ang tho tinh v6 cung goi cam. Tai sao St. Clair lai tdng no
cho t6i néu khong c6 ngu ¥ gi d6? Cau c6 thé ting tdi tic pham cta Banana
Yoshimoto hodc mdt trong sb cac cudn sach chuyén ngit co ma?

Nhung cau da mua cho t61 mot tap tho tinh.

T6i 14t lai bia trudc va con tem dap vao mat t6i. SHAKEPSEARE VA
BAN BE, Paris km 0. T6i nh¢ lai ngdi sao trong budi toi dau tién d6. Yéu
cdu mat roi. T6i nhd lai ngdi sao trong ky nghi 1& Ta on. Yéu cau mét roi.
Hon toi bay tro lai phong va nhin cham cham vao cudn sach. Tai sao cu
khong bay t6 véi t61? Tai sao t6i khong md no ra khi cau hoi vé nd vao dip
Giang sinh vira r6i? Toi chgt mong muén dén chay long dugc tro lai Cot
moc s6 0 do.

Chi con ¢ lai Paris thém vai tuan nita, vy ma toi van chua vao bén trong
nha thd Ptrc Ba. Toi dang 1am gi trong ky tic x4 vao mdt budi chiéu thir
bay thé nay? Toi xo gidy, chay ra khoi tda nha, lao qua cac dai 16 véi van
tdc ctia Am thanh. Toi phai dén d6. Bay gio. Toi khong thé giai thich duoc.

Nhitng cip miét cta thanh phd dan chit vao toi khi toi bing qua song
Seine va dat chan dén Ile de la Cité, nhung 1an nay t6i chang thém dé tam
dén ho. Nha thd van long 1dy nhu moi lan. Mot dam dong du khach tu tap
quanh C6t méc s6 0, toi chiém ngudng ngdi sao trong luc di ngang qua nd.
To1 khong doi dén luwot minh ma lién tuc déy t6i cho dén khi lot thom vao
trong nha tho.

Mot 1an nita, Paris khién toi nga mu than phuc.
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Vom tran cao voi voi, cira kinh nhudém mau cau ky, nhitng buc tuong
bang vang va cam thach, d6 gd cham khic tinh xdo... nha tho Ptc Ba nhu
dang mé hodc toi. Tiéng nhac tir dan 6ng va nhiéu ngdn ngit ri ram xung
quanh t6i. Mui nén chay am ap lap day bau khong khi. Toi chua timg thay
thtr gi dang y€u hon anh sang mau da quy lung linh lan téa qua cac canh
ctra s6 hinh hoa hong.

Mot anh huéng dan vién nhiét tinh budc ra sau toi va vay tay: “Hay
tudng tuong nhé! Vao dau thé ky muoi chin, nha tho nay & trong tinh trang
d6 nat dén muc thanh phd dd xem xét dén viéc pha hity n6. May man cho
chung ta, Victor Hugo da nghe dugc nhiing ké hoach d6 va viét ra Thang gu
nha thd Puc Ba dé nang cao nhan thirc vé lich st huy hoang cta noi nay.
Va thanh than oi, 6ng di lam duoc! Ngudi dan Paris mo chién dich dé ciru
ldy nha tho, né duoc tring tu va trang hoang dé trd lai vé nguyén so ma cac
ban dang thdy hom nay.”

T6i mim cudi khi tach khoi nhom ngudi @6, 1ong tu hoi b t6i s& co gang
ctru toa nha nao bang tac pham cia ong. Co6 thé 1a mot san van dong bong
chay. Hoic mot cira hang Burger King. T6i ngam nhin bé tho cao cao va
burc twong Pirc me dong trinh Mary. Bic tugng that yén binh, nhung long
t6i van chua hoan toan thanh than. Toi xem s6 tay du khach va chot chu y
dén dong chit Galerie des Chiméres!'.

[1] (Tieng Phap): noi trung bay twong qudi thu Chimera. Trong than thogi Hy Lap, Chimera la
con cua quai vat Typhon va Echidna, co phan truoc cua loai sw tw, phan sau cua loai bo sat va duoi
cua loai ran. Ngoadi ra, trén lung no con moc ra mot cai dau dé va dau rong. Chimera co kha nang

tho ra lua...
Nhiing tuong quai tha. Chimera. T4t nhién r6i!

To1 can di 1€n, t61 can phdi nhin ngam thanh pho trong luc con co thé.
L61 vao cac toa thap — 1€n dinh nha tho Bic Ba — nam bén trai ctra chinh.
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Co ai d6 goi tén toi khi toi tra tién dé vao trong, t6i quét mat khap san
nhung chang thay ai quen.

Thé 1a toi di cAu thang 1én trén.

Chd nghi dau tién dan dén mot cira hang qua ting nén toi tiép tuc di 1én.
Pi 1én. Lén nita. O4ai. C6 rat nhiéu bac thang. Nhung c6 hé gi. Noi ndo ¢
Paris ma t61 cha chinh phuc duoc!

Nhung, quy than oi, sao di mai ma khong hét?
CON NHIEU BAC THANG NUA SAQ?

That 1a 16 bich. Toi s& khong bao gid mua nha c6 cau thang. Cira trudc
nha t6i ciing s& khong c6 bac thém 1én xudéng ma chi co6 doc nghiéng thoai
thoai. Mdi budc leo 1én, t6i lai cang cim ghét nhitng buc twong quai thu,
cho dén khi t6i toi duoc 16i ra va...

T6i thye sw 1én cao lam réi. Toi men theo 16i di chat hep dan tir toa thap
phia bic sang toa thap phia nam. Kia 13 khu ky tic x4 cta toi! Kia nita 1a
dién Panthéon! Tir tin diy ma khoi kién triic mai vom khong 16 trong van
hét strc 4n twong. Quanh t6i, nhitng du khach mai mé chup anh tuong thi.

Khong. Khong phai tugng thi ma 1a tuong quai thu.

St. Clair tirng ké rang cai ma hau hét moi nguoi nghi dén khi nghe thay
“twong thu” thuc ra chinh 13 twong quai thu. Con tugng tha 1a nhimg khoi
da gan gudc nam bén ngoai duge dung nhu méang x4i thiao nudc mua. Toi
khong nh¢ cong dung cua cac buc tuong quai tha kia. Ching dang bao vé
dén tho, hay dé xua dudi ma quy nhi?
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Néu c¢6 mat & day, chac chan cau s€ ké t61 nghe cau chuyén do. Toi can
nhac chuyén goi cau, nhung c6 1€ cdu van con ban ron véi bo minh. Toi
khong nén quay ray cau voi nhitng cau hoi lién quan dén tu vung.

Galerie des Chiméres trong rat ngau. Nhitng pho twong nira ngudi ntra
quai thu, nhirng sinh vat ky cuc la thuong véi mé chim, canh va duoi. Toi
thich nhat birc trong c6 hai tay 6m dau va thé ludi ngdm nhin thanh phd.
Hodc c6 1& nd chi dang mét moi. Hay budn bi. To6i thoang nhin toa thap
chudng. Qua chuéng méi 16n lam sao.

To1 dang lam gi ¢ day?

Mot anh bao vé dimg cho bén canh mot diy cau thang khac. T6i hit sau
r0i néi “Bonne soiréel””. Anh ta mim cuoi va cho tdi qua. Tdi chen vao.
Cau thang c6 hinh xodn dc va cang 1én cao lai cang chat choi. Tuong da
lanh toat. Lan dau tién dén day ma t6i so bi té nga. Toi muing vi chi c6 mot
minh. Néu c6 ai d6 di xuéng, chi can to xac hon t6i mot chut thi toi cling
chang biét 1am cach nao dé chung toi lach qua nhau. Tim dap nhanh hon,
hai tai nhirc nhbi theo mdi budc chan, t6i dang lo lang 1én day 1a mot sai
1am thi...

[2] Tiéng Phdp: Budi téi tot lanh.

To1 da dén noi. Trén dinh cua Paris.

Gi6ng noi trung bay tugng quai thi, noi day dugc chang day bao vé dé
ngan du khach nga hodc nhdy xudng. T61 cdm thay khoan khoai vi da I1én
cao chot vot. Chi ¢c6 mdt minh, t61 ngdi vao mot goc tuong da va lang 18
ngam nhin toan canh thanh pho.

To1 s€ sém ro1 khoi day. Bo s€ ndi gi néu thay t61 sdu mudn vi phai noi

101 tam biét trong khi toi di tranh dau cat lyc dé dugc ¢ lai My nhi? B6 da
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c6 ¥ tbt. Toi hiéu ra diéu ay khi ddi theo nhimng con thuyén dang cham rai
luot doc song Seine va thap Eiffel dang ty hao vowon minh bén trén Champ
de Mars. Bong mot tiéng dong phat ra tir phia cau thang 1am t6i hoang hot —
mot tiéng thét kém theo tiéng chan huynh huych. Ai d6 dang chay 1én day.
Va toi dang & mot minh.

Thu gidn di Anna. Chac nguoi d6 chi 1a mot du khach thoi.
Mot du khéch lai thich chay huynh huych u?

T6i chd don su tan cong sap dén. Mot anh chang x6ng vao dai quan sat.
Anh ta mic quan thun ngin ngin va mang gidy thé thao. Anh ta xem viéc
leo cdu thang nhu mot tro giai tri u? Anh ta khong dé tam dén t6i ma chi
dudi co, di thong tha tai chd trong khoang ba muoi gidy roi lai chay ao
xudng dudi lau.

Mot nguot ky quai.

T6i dang binh tAm trd lai thi nghe thidy mot tiéng hét khac. Toi gidt ban
nguoi. Tai sao anh chang mé chay kia lai gdo thét nhi? Han 1a c6 mot ngudi
khac nita dang hét hoang vi thay anh ta va lo s s& ngd xubng. Toi khong
con nghe thiy tiéng budc chan. Ngudi nao dé cling da ngung gao thét. Toi
nghi vé St. Clair va ching so dd cao cua cau.

Nguoi ndy co 1& da bi mic ket. Bang hoang, t6i chot nghi biét dau ho da
bi nga.

T6i 1én nhin xuéng cau thang. “Xin chdo? Bonsoir®? Ca val*?” Khong
ai tra 101. T61 di xuong vai bac, tu hoi khong biét nhan vién bao vé di dau.

“Co a1 ¢ do khong? Co can su giap do gi khong?”

[3] (Tiéng Phdp): Budi toi tot lanh.
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[4] (Tiéng Phdp): On chir?
C6 ai d6 chuyén dong, t6i tiép tuc than trong di xubng. “Xin chao?”
Chac 1a ngudi d6 khong noi tiéng Anh. Toi nghe thay tiéng thé hon hén.

Nguoi do chi ¢ ngay dudi to1 thoi, qua goc cua nay...

To1 hét 1én. Cau cling hét Ién.

“Cau dang lam cai quai gi ¢ day? Troi o1, St. Clair! Cau da lam minh sg
chét khiép.”

Cau cti xudng bam chit cau thang va trong trang thai hoang loan nhat
ma to1 tung chirng kién. “Vay thi tai sao cau con di Xuéng‘?” St. Clair cau

kinh.

“Minh chi muén gitip d&. Minh nghe thay tiéng thét. Minh da nghi co thé
co a1 do b1 thuong.”

Lan da nhot nhat cta cau bong d6 tung bung. “Khdng. Minh khong bi
thuong.”

“Cau dang lam gi & day?” Toi hoi nhung cau im ling. “It ra hdy dé minh
giip cau.”

Cau dung 1én, hai chan run nhu cay say. “Minh 6n 161.”
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“On sao duoc. RS rang cau khong 6n chut nao. Pua tay cho minh.”

St. Clair dung dang nhung toi tim chit canh tay cau va chuan bi dit cau
di Xuéng. “Do1 da.” Cau ngudc lén, nudt khan. “Minh mudn nhin théy dinh
nha tho.”

To61 ném cho cau cai nhin ma té61 hy vong c6 vé ngo vuc. “Chac cha?”

“U,” cau noi mot cach cuong quyét. “Minh mudn nhin thay dinh nha
tho.”

“DPugc thoi, di nao,” to1 budng tay cau.

St. Clair chon chan ¢ do. Toi lai nam tay cau. “Di nao.” Quang duong di
1én cta chiing t61 cham chap va mét moi. Cau nhu dang nghién nat ngon tay
to1. TO1 phai cam on tro1 dat vi khong co6 ai di sau hai dora. “Gan dén roi.
Cau lam rat tot.”

“Dep. b1.”

To1 nén day cau xuong maoi phai.

Cudi cung, chung t6i di 1én dén dinh. T6i tha tay St. Clair ra va cau d6
sup xudng nén dat. Toi cho cdu vai phut. “Khong sao chi?”

“Um,” cau kho sO noi.
To1 khong bi€t minh nén lam gi. To1 bi mac ket trén mot mai nha bé xiu
gitra trung tam Paris v&1 nguoi ban than nhat bi chung s¢g do cao va duong

nhu dang gian t6i. Toi khong biét vi sao ciu lai 1én day. Toi ngdi mot chd,
dan mat vao nhimg con thuyén va héi 1an tha ba. “Cau dang lam gi ¢ day.”
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Céau hit sau. “Minh dén dé gap cau.”

“Lam sao ma cau biét minh da lén day?”

“Minh da trong thay cau.” St. Clair ngap ngimg. “Minh dén day dé tham
udc mot didu nira va khi dang dimg trén Cot mde s6 0 minh thiy cdu di vao
trong thap. Minh goi, cau nhin déo dac nhung khong thdy minh.”

“Vay 1a cau quyét dinh... di 1én luon ha?” Toi van nghi ngd diu bang
ching da It 10 trude mat. Chac han phai can dén sitc manh siéu pham moi

gitip cau don thuong ddc ma vuot qua nhitg nac thang dau tién.

“Minh phai di 1én. Minh khong thé doi ciu tré xudng, khong thé doi lau
hon nita. Minh phéi gip cdu ngay bay gid. Minh phai biét...”

Cau im bat, mach mau t61 chay ran ran. Cai gi, cai gi, cai gi?

“Tai sao cau noi déi minh?”

Cau hoi1 cua cau lam t61 gidt minh.To1 khong mong cho cling khong hy
vong cau héi d6. Cau cham chua nhin t61, cdp mat nau sam mo to dau don.
T6i lang tang. “Minh xin 16i, minh khong biét...”

“Thang mudi mét. O tiém banh kép. Minh da hoéi cau liéu chung ta c6
noi chuyén gi ky la vao cdi dém minh say rugu trong phong cau khong.
Réang minh c6 ndi gi v€ quan hé ctia chiing ta hoac tinh cdm cua minh voéi
Ellie khong. Va céu da tra 101 1a khong.”

Chua o1. “Lam sao cau biét?”

“Josh d3 ké cho minh nghe.”
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“Khi nao?”

“Thang mud1 mot.”

T61 bi s6c. “Minh... minh...” C6 hong t61 kho rang. “Néu cau nhin thay
vé mat cau hom do. Trong nha hang. Lam sao minh c6 thé ndi cho cau biét?

Me cau thi...”

“Néu c4u noi that thi minh di khong lang phi biét bao nhiéu ngay thang.
Minh d3 tuong cdu tir chéi minh. Minh di tudng cau khong thich minh.”

“Nhung luc éy cau say khudt! Cau lai c6 ban gai roi! Minh nén 1am gi
day? Chua oi, St. Clair, minh con khong biét cau co that 1ong khong.”

“D1 nhién l1a minh that long.” Cau ding Ién va hai chan nhiin ra.

“Can than chir!”

Ting chit mot, cau 1& budc vé phia toi va t6i ruén ngudi cam lay tay
cau. Ching t6i dang & rat gan go tudong. Cau ngdi xudng bén canh va siét
chat tay to1. “Minh da noi that, Anna. Minh dang néi that.”

“Minh khong hiéu...”

Cau cau tiét. “Minh dang bao 1a minh yéu cau! Minh yéu cdu trong suot
cai nam chét ti¢t nay!”

Dau oc to61 quay cuong. “Nhung Ellie...”
“Mo1 ngay minh déu Itra doi c6 ay. tam tri minh lién tuc nghi vé cau theo

chiéu hudng khong nén c6. Co iy khong 1a gi so v6i cau. Minh chua bao
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gid cam thay thé nay véi bdt ky ai trude day...”

“Nhung...”

“Ngay dau dén truong,” cdu nhich lai gan, “ching ta di khong vo tinh tro
thanh cong sy mén Vit ly. Minh thdy Gido su Wakefield bét cip thuc hanh
dua trén vi tri ngdi nén di nghiéng qua muon cdu but chi dé thay nghi
chuing ta ngdi canh nhau. Anna. Minh dd muén cip véi cau tir ngdy dau
tién.”

“Nhung...” to1 khong nghi duogc gi.

“Minh d3 mua ting cau tho tinh! Ank yéu em nhw yéu tham kin mét sé

diéu u toi! Nhitng thir nam gitta bong toi voi linh hon.”

To61 chop mat.

“Neruda. Minh da danh dau sao doan d6. Chua o1,” cau rén ri. “Tai sao

'99

cau khong mé no ra
“Vi cau da bao no 1a sdch gido khoa.”
“Minh da khen cau dep. Minh da ngu trén givong cau!”
“Cau chua bao gio dong tay dong chan! Cau da co6 ban gai!”

“Du ¢6 14 g ban trai t6i thi minh ciing s& khong thuc sy phan boi ¢ ay.
Nhung minh da nghi 14 cdu biét. Minh & bén cdu, cu phai biét chia!”

Chuing t61 ctr dudi bat nhau. “Lam sao minh biét khi ma cau chua bao gio
hé rang chu?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Lam sao minh biét khi ma cdu chwa bao gic hé ring chir?”

“Cau da c¢ Ellie!”

“Cau da co Toph! Va Dave!”

T6i cam nin, chép mat nhin cac ndc nha caa Paris.

Cau cham vao ma t6i, 161 kéo anh mat t6i. Toi tho gap.

“Anna. Minh xin 16i vi chuyén d3 xay ra trong Vudn Luxembourg.
Khong phai vi nu hon ctuia ching ta — trong do1 minh chua bao gio dugc hon
nhu thé - ma boi vi minh d3 khong néi cho cau biét Iy do minh chay di.
Minh d& dudi theo Meredith vi cdu.”

Cham vao minh di. Xin hdy cham vao minh 1an nira.

“Minh chi nghi dén viéc Toph di lam voi cau hém Giang sinh. Tén khon
d6 chua bao gio thtr giai thich hoic xin 16i. Sao minh c6 thé 1am thé voi
Mer? Minh nén goi cho cdu trudce khi dén chd Ellie, nhung minh qua nén
nong két thiic mbi quan hé d6 mot lan cho xong, thé 1a minh da khong suy
nghi chu dao.”

To1 vuon tay ra. “St. Clair...”

Cau lui lai. “Con nira? Tai sao cau khong goi minh la Etinenne nira?”

“Nhung... khong ai goi cdu nhu thé ca. Lam vay rat ky cuc. Pung
khong?”
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“Khong dau.” Cau budn ba. “Mdi 1an cau goi ‘St. Clair” minh lai théy
nhu cdu dang hat hui minh.”

“Minh chura bao gio hat hui cau.”
“Cau di bo minh dé theo Dave.” C4u danh giong.

“Con cau da bo minh dé theo Ellie vao sink nhdt ciia minh. Minh khong
hiéu. Néu thich minh nhiéu nhu thé thi sao cau khong chia tay véi chi y?”

Cau nhin ra dong song. “Minh da qua bi réi. Minh da qua ngu ngde.”
“U, ding 1am.”
“Minh dang bi thé.”

“Pung ludn.” Toi dimg lai. “Nhung minh ciing ngu ngdc. Cau da dung.
Vé chuyén... so @ mot minh.”

Chung t6i lang 18 ngdi yén. “Gan day minh thudng nghi,” mot luc sau
méi néi, “vé bd me minh. Vé viéc me chiu thua va khong thé roi bo bd. Du
rat yéu me nhung minh ciing ghét me vi diéu d6. Minh khong hiéu tai sao
me khong bdo v¢ chinh minh, khong dan than cho thit mink mubn. Nhung
minh dang hanh dong giong hét me. Minh ciing giong me thoi.”

Toi lac dau. “Cau khong giong me.”

“Gibng ddy. Nhung minh khéng mudn séng nhu thé nita, minh mudn
song theo cach minh mubn.” Etienne quay lai nhin t6i, nét mat hao hung.
“Minh di bao ban ctia bd 1a sang nim minh s& vao hoc ¢ Berkeley. Bon
minh thanh cong rdi. Ong ta thuwc sw ndi dién, nhung minh d3 thanh cong
r0i. Vi si dién ma 6ng ta da bao minh bién di. Cau da dung.”
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“Vay 1a,” to1 de dat khong dam tin, “cau sé chuyén dén California?”
“Khong thé khac dugc.”
“Pung r61.” T61 nudt khan. “Vi me cau ma.”

“Minh lam thé vi cau. Minh s€ chi cach truong cdu hai muoi phat di tau
va minh s€ dén gdp cau moi toi. Minh s€ don tau mudi 1an chi dé ¢ canh cau
mdi t6i.”

Cau noi1 cua cau qua stc ngot ngao. Chac chan c6 mdt su hiéu lam, ro
rang to1 dang hiéu lam...

“Cau 1a nguoi con gai tuyét diéu nhat minh ting biét. Cau xinh dep va
thong minh, khong ai c¢6 thé lam minh cuoi gidng cdu. Minh co6 thé tro
chuyén véi cau. Va du xét cho cung minh khong xtrng dang véi cau, nhung
minh chi muén néi 1a minh yéu cau, Anna a. Yéu rat nhiéu.”

To1 nin thd, nude mat ngan ngan.

Cau hiéu sai biéu hién cua to61. “Chta o1, minh lai lam r61 tung moi thi
phai khong? Minh khong c6 § don ép cau nhu thé. Minh chi mudn... dugc
r01.” Gigng cau vo ra. “Minh s€ di. Hoac la cau xudng trudc, minh xuong

sau, minh htra s€ khong bao gio quay ray cau nira...”

',7

Cau sap sira dimg 1én thi t6i tam 14y canh tay cau. “Khong

Co thé cau dong ctrng. “Minh xin 101,” cau noi. “Minh khong bao gio co
v lam ton thuong cau.”
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Toi1 ludt ngdn tay doc go ma cau. Cau hoan toan bat dong. “Pung xin 161
ntra, Etienne.”

“Nhac lai tén minh di,” cau thi tham.
To61 nham mat va nghiéng vé trudce. “Etienne.”

Cau nam doi ban tay t61. Tay cau vura khit véi tay to1. “Anna?”

Tran chung t61 cham vao nhau. “Sao co?”

“Cau s€ ndi cau yéu minh chi? Minh sap chét dén noi ro1 day.”

Va ching t61 cung bat cudi. Té1 budc vao vong tay cau, 161 bon t61 hon
nhau, luc dau voi va dé bu dap thoi gian bi mat — sau d6 cham dan vi bon
to1 dang 1a ti phu thoi gian. Sy than trong day dam mé tor 61 m61 mém va
ngot lim cua cau cho thay cau cling dang tan hudng giong nhu toi.

Gitra nhirng nu hon d6 t61 tho 16 rang to1 yéu cau.

Lap di 1ap lai.

Rashmi hang giong va nhin chiing toi.

“Nghiém tic nhé,” Josh noi. “Chung ta chua bao gio thich thu chuyén
do, dung khong?”
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Mer rén ri va ném but vé phia Josh. Cau ta va Rashmi di chia tay ém
thAm sau mot thoi gian tri hodn qua 1au. Hai ngudi khong nhin thiy trién
vong ctia mot moi tinh bi xa cach vé dia ly. Duong nhu ca hai déu cam thay
nhe 1ong. Rashmi phan khich khi sip vao hoc & Brown con Josh thi... van
chua chép nhan duogc su that ban bé cau ta s€ ra di va chi con cau ta & lai.
Josh gan nhu nodi dién 1én. C4u ta chim dam trong viéc v& tranh, hai ban tay
ludn trong tinh trang bi chuot rat. That long t61 théy lo cho c4u ta. Téi biét
rd cam giac co don d6. Nhung Josh 12 mot anh chang quyén rii va vui nhon.
Cau ta s€ quen dugc nhiing nguo1 ban mo1 ngay thoi.

Trong phong t6i, ca dam dang ciam cui on luyén cho ky thi cudi nam.
Troi nha nhem t6i, mot con gié 4m ap lua qua rém cira. Mua hé dang ngip
nghé kéo dén, Etienne dang ngdi canh t6i, chan chung toi 1ong vao nhau.
Ngoén tay cau lan theo nhitng duong hoa vin trén tay 4o toi. Toi ric vao
nguol cau, hit ha mui dau g0i dau, mui kem cao rau, hay mot tho gi do ¢
cdu ma t6i khong bao gid cam thay du. Cau hon 1én lon toc khac mau cia
t61. To6i nghiéng dau, miéng cau ludt 1én miéng toi. Toi ludn tay qua méi toc
bu xu hoan hao cua cau.

TOI YEU toc cau va bay gio dd duoc so né mdi khi t6i mudn.

Phan 16n thoi gian cau khong hé ndi cau.

Meredith da vui vé chép nhan moi quan h¢ cua chung t61. N6 s€ hoc dai
hoc & Rome. “Hay tudng tugng xem,” n6 noi sau khi dang ky, “mot thanh

phd day dp nhitng chang trai Y tuyét voi. Ho noi gi t6i cling thdy goi cam
hét.”

r

“Ba de dai qua nhi,” Rashmi néi. “Cé muon o... goi o... mi o... Y
khong? ‘O1, yéu em di anh Marco!”

“Li¢u Marco c6 thich bong da khong?” Mer mo mang hoi.
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Con vé phan ching toi, Etienne d néi dung. Trudng cua chung toi chi
cach nhau hai muoi phit di xe. Cau s& ¢ véi t6i vao nhitng dip cudi tuan va
chung t6i s& thuong xuyén dén tham nhau vao cac ngay trong tuan. Ching
t6i s& & bén nhau. Piéu uwdc & Cot mdc s6 0 da tng nghiém. Cau nodi 1an nao
cdu ciing ude cho toi, ké ca luc toi di vao trong tda thap.

“Um,” t0i noi. Cau dang hon 1én ¢0 toi.

“Ro1 r61,” Rashmi noi. “Minh di day. Cu tan huéng tac dong cua hooc-
mon di nhé.”

Josh va Mer ciing theo n6 ra ngoai, chi con lai hai dtra t61. Toi thich nhu
nay.

“Ha ha!” Etienne noi1. “Minh thich nhu nay.”

Cau kéo to1 ngdi 1én dui minh. M61 cdu mém nhu nhung, ching t61 hon
nhau dén luc den duong bén ngoai sang trung. Co ca si opera bat dau giai
di€u buoi t61. “Minh s€ nho chi ay,” t61 noi.

“Minh s€& hat cho cau nghe.” Cau vén toc ra sau tai. “Hodc minh s& dua
cau di nghe opera. Hay 1a minh s€ cung cdu bay vé dé tham chi ay. Cau

muon sao cling dugc.”

Ngon tay chung toi dan vao nhau. “Ngay gidy phat nidy minh mudn ¢ lai
day.”

“Ngay gidy phit nday khong phai 1a tén cudn tiéu thuyét an khach mai
nhat cua James Asley sa0?”
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“Coi chimng day. S& c6 ngay cau gip bd va nguoi that thi khong tha vi
lam dau.”

Etienne cuoi xoa. “Vay 1a bd hoi thi vi théi ha? Minh cho rang minh c6
thé dap ang mot ngudi hoi tha vi day.”

“Minh néi nghiém tac ddy! Cau phai hira v6i minh ngay bay gid, ngay
tuc thi, 1a cau s€ khong ro1 bo minh mét khi gap bd. Hau hét moi nguoi déu
chay tr6i chét.”

“Minh khong phai hau hét moi ngudi.”

To61 mim cuoi. “Minh biét. Nhung cau van phai hira voi minh.”

Cau nhin sau vao mat t61. “Anna, minh hira s€ khong bao gid ro1 bo

2

cau.

Tim t6i dp thinh thich. Etienne nam l4y tay t6i va ap né 1én ngyuc cau dé
t6i biét tim cau cling dang dap don. “Gio thi dén luot ciu,” Etienne noi.

T6i van dang ngdy ngat. “Minh lam gi?”

Cau cuoi. “Hua voi1 minh 1a cdu s€ khong bé chay mot khi minh gigi
thi¢u cau vdi1 bo minh. Hoac 1a t¢ hon, bd minh dé theo 6ng ta.”

To1 ngdp ngurng. “cau nghi bo cau s€ phan d6i minh?”
“Chac nhu bap.”

Troi. Toi khong mong ciu tra 101 nhu thé.
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Etienne nhin ra tdm trang ring dong ctia t6i. “Anna. Cau biét bd minh
khong thich nhiing thr mang lai cho minh hanh phuc. Ma cau thi lam cho
minh hanh phuc hon bat ky ai.” Cau lai cuoi. “Ong ta s€ ghét cau.”

“Nhu viy... ¢ tot khong?”

“Minh khong quan tdm Ong ta nghi gi. Quan trong la cdu nghi sao.”
Etienne om chit t6i. “Ma cdu c6 thiy minh can bo thoi quen cin mong tay
khong.”

“Cau da can mon hét mong rodi kia,” t6i hon hd noi.

“Hodc 12 minh c6 can bat dau i ga trai givong cta minh khong?”

“MINH KHONG UI GA TRAI GIUONG DAU NHE.”

“Dung c6 choi. Minh yéu viéc cau lam.” T61 d6 mat va Etienne hon 1én
cap ma nong ran cua t61. “Cau bi€t khong, me¢ minh thich cau.”

“That chu?”

“Minh chi néi vé cau su6t ca nam nay. Me rat mung khi biét bon minh
quen nhau.”

Toi1 lang lang mim cuoi. “Minh rat mong dugc gap bac.”
Cau cuoi nhung madt lai dam chiéu. “Bo cau s€ phan doi minh phai

khong? Vi minh khong phai nguoi My. Khong hoan toan 1a ngudi My. B6
cau khong phai loai ngudi yéu nude dén phat cudng chir?”
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“Khong dau. B6 minh s€ yéu mén cau vi cdu lam minh hanh phuc.
Khong phai luc nao bd cling xau xa dau.”

St. Clair nhudng may.

“Minh biét ma! Nhung minh da néi 1 khong phai lac nao ciing vay. Phan
16n thoi gian Bb van nhu cii. Co diéu... bd minh cling c6 ¥ tot khi giri minh
dén day.”

“Vay cau dén day c6 phai la viéc tét khong?”

“Nhin cau di, ct thich duoc khen.”

“Minh s& khong phan d6i mét 1oi khen.”

Toi1 chot dua vo1 mdt lon toc cua cau. “Minh thich cach cau phat am bi¢t
danh ctia minh. Chudi. Thinh thoang cau lai udn ludi. Minh thich cuc.”

“Tuyét,” cu thi tham vao tai t6i. “Vi minh di phai luyén tap rat nhiéu

A 29

lan.

Cian phong t6i om, Etienne choang tay quanh ngudi t6i. Chung toi lang
nghe co ca si opera trong su tinh ling yén binh. T6i biét rang minh s& rat
nh¢ Paris. Atlanta da 1a nha cua to1 trong muo1 tAm nam trong khi t61 maoi
biét dén Paris duoc chin thang, nhung Paris di bién doi toi. Sang nim 61 s&
di hoc & mot thanh phd méi nhung t6i khong thiy lo so.

Vi toi di ding. V& chuyén cia ching toi, nha khong phai 1a mot noi
chén. Ma 13 mot con nguoi.

Cudi cung chung to1 da vé nha.
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