o Ha Ma e

S mETTMH
‘(ﬂa‘m‘s

200 tray Um kho bau ngan nam
Y oo cua Phat giao Tay Tang

-




Table of Contents

CHUONG 23 SOI TUYET CAO NGUYEN

Trudng lao thon Cong Bo

Séi tuyét cao nguyén

M6i wu tw ctia lat ma A La

Pao Huyén Khéng tw (1)

Truyén thuyét vé nui thin

CHUONG 24 DAO HUYEN KHONG TU

Gap lai tran d6 d4 khéng 16

Pao Huyén Khéng tw (2)

Thanh luyén dwong (1)

Thanh luyén dwong (2)
CHUONG 25 SAU CANH CIA KHONG LO

Toa thadp ngwoc thiy mwdi hai

Mao hiém

Vuc sau

Phit dién

CHU'ONG 26 BEN TRONG TUQONG PHAT KHONG LO

Gap lai di tich

Trai tim dang dap

Co quan don gidn

Luyén nguc cda bic diing si (1)

Luyén nguc cda bic diing si (2)

CHUONG 27 HUYET TRI SIEU CAP

Huyét tri siéu cip

Trung khon

Cai chét cua Pa Cat

Ké di san va con moi

https://thuviensach.vn



bdi dau quyét chién

CHUONG 28 TAY TANG CO CACH

Gdp lai

Huyét tri khong 16

Thién Phat dién

Huyét mach ndi lién

Mot dam thwong binh

Phat hién kinh ngw¢i cda Nhac Dwong

Thao luin

CHUONG 29 TRAN CHIEN NGHIN NAM

Sap xép cia Ben

Co Cach kim thw

Swra doi cia Pao quin Anh sang

Trin chién nghin ndm
Tam dai mat truyén sw

CHUONG 30 MAT TONG TAY TANG

LOi nguyén than bi

DPAap an cda tri gid

Tong két
Chia sé ebook : http://downloadsach.com/

Follow us on Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/caphebuoitoi

https://thuviensach.vn


http://downloadsach.com/
https://www.facebook.com/caphebuoitoi

CHUONG 23 SOI TUYET CAO NGUYEN

Trac Moc Cwong Ba von van dinh ninh rang soi tuyét cao nguyén khong hé c6 mdi lién hé
truc ti€p nao véi chién ngao, ma ga cling chwa bao gio thdy mot birc vé thé nay. Ga veweong
tay ra, ngén tay twéng chirng nhw cham dwoc vao bd 16ng mém muot va cac co bap ciang

cing.
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2 ~ A A ~N
Trwong lao thon Cong Bo
Lir Canh Nam diém tinh giai thich: “Khu vwc C6 Cach c6 dia hinh tho lamw, noi dy ngoai
cic dun dat ra thi toan la binh dia, tdim nhin cida tryc thang rat rong, cho du bén dwéi cé
phuc binh ciing van tranh dwoc, khong giong nhu Mac Thoat nhiéu rirng nhiéu cay, rit dé bi
phuc kich. Hon nira, chiing ta da biét dich dén ctia bon tén Ben kia roi, nhat thiét phai tranh
cwdp thoi gian véi ching. Theo nhw Pa Cat néi, bon ching muén dén hang da cé twong Phit
& C6 Cach it nhat phai mat thoi gian hai ngdy, ma muén mé co quan Phat, 14y dwoc con mét
mau bac cling phai mit thém moét ngay, ching ta vira hay bu lai dwoc ba ngay thoi gian sai
léch. Khi dén Dao Huyén Khéng tw bon ngudi 4y con bi nhiéu co quan cam bay can dudng,
khong thé tién 1én nhanh dwoc, vAy nén ching ta sé c6 co hoi bat kip ching théi.”

Nhac Dwong huyt sdo mot tiéng: “Oi cha cha, vy ching phai 1a mudn dai khai sat gi¢i hay
sao?”

Lit Canh Nam git dau: “U'm, biét dwoc si s6 va cac vii khi trang bi ctia bon ching rdi,
chiing ta ciing can chinh don lai vii khi trong tay mét chut, ngay mai sé nhit loat vin chuyén
dén day ludn thé. T4t nhién, c6 thé khong giao chién 1a tét nhit, du sao thi trong chd dé
cling toan la di tich c6 dai, di thoi ndo. Ba Tang, thoi tiét ngay mai thé nao?”

Ba Tang dap gon l6n: “Tét.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chot 1én tiéng: “Phai roi, Pa Cat, téi mudn gap trudng ldo cla cac

cau.

Pa Cat vira bwdc di vira noi: “Trwdng ldo ha, ba 3o gia 4y cd chip lam, nhuwng ma... dé toi
nghi cach da.”

Trén dwong, moi ngwoi vay 1dy Da Cat héi han khéng ngét. Vi né mat Thanh st dai nhéan,
ba Cat dem hét tit cd nhirng gi minh biét ra ndi hét sirc twong tin, dén lic 4y moi nguoi
mé&i hiéu dwoc dai khai sw tinh, theo quy cu cia thon Céng Bo nay, chi cé tho sdn wu ti nhat
trong thén méi dwoc 1dam ngwdi din dudng cho Thanh sit. Nghe noéi trwdc day ciing da cé
Thanh st dén thon lang roi, thAm chi tir trwérc khi Pa Cat ra doi da c6 Thanh s& xuat hién &
day, nhung bon ho hodc 1a bd cudc, hodc la sau khi vao Canh ctra Sinh ménh réi thi khéng
bao gio tré ra niva. Moi ngwoi nghe ké vay thay déu ngo ngac nhin nhau - khéng nger Thanh
st cua thon Céng Bo nay ciing khong it chut nao! Trac Méc Cwong Ba von biét gia tdc nha ga
xwa nay chwa nghe néi c6 ngwdi nao lam qua cai chirc Thanh st nay, it nhat thi ga biét trong
bon mwoi ndm nay 1a chwa c6 ai, cha ga ciing chwa tirng roi khoi lang Dat Ngéa N6 Thé, bdi
vay ban than ga tai sao lai dwoc chon 1dam Thanh stt, cho dén gir gd van thdy hét sttc mo ho
kho hiéu.

Vé sau khi Pa Cat néi dén vi Thanh s kia va nguoi 4o xdm twéng mao dang s¢ di cung
vGiy, Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1ap tirc nghi dén ngudi thdi ran & Putumayo, cai bong dang so da
theo chan bon ga vao tan dia cung Ahezt. Con nguwoi 4y, hé ai di thoang trong thdy mot lan
thi tuyét déi khong thé nao quén dwoc. Ct nhw 11 Da Cat miéu ta, chdc chan ké 4o xam iy
chinh 13 y chit chang sai. Sau d6 Pa Cat hinh nhw con néi lodng thoang thém vé tinh hinh
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trang bi cia nhém nguwdi do Ben din dau do, chi c6 diéu 1a néi theo cach cua anh ta, cai gi
ma &ng thdi Itra bang sat, gy sat rong rudt treo thém cai hop kim loai trong nhw qua chudi
tiéu... Trac Moc Cuwong Ba khong con dé y ling nghe nira.

Con vé chuyén tai sao lai khang dinh ddm ngudi cia Ben da di C8 Cach, Pa Cat dung mot
bai ca dai gdn nhw st thi dé tra 10i. Theo nhw anh ta qua quyét, miy nguwoi bon Ben Merkin
chinh la nghe xong bai ca nay thi 14p tirc chuyén hwéng di vé phia Tay. Noi dung bai ca rat
dai, su6t quing dwong, Pa Cat hau nhw ldc nao ciing ngdm nga, trong d6 ¢c6 miy ciu thu hut
dwoc sw chd y ctia Trac Moc Cwong Ba... “Mot khi dé mau tanh vay bin bic thang Thanh
miéu, vo sd tai wong sé& un un kéo dén nhw tuyét 1&, gidng xudng khap noi noi. T4t ca thanh
thi déu sé bién thanh noi hoang phé khéng mot bong ngudi, giéng sai lang an cw bén dwdi
Thénh dan, 1i doc xa phoi ndng trén bac cip, lwdi nhén bit kin khung cira, loai hoa chét chéc
né khdp mait ddt ménh mong...” Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ctt 10 m& cAm gidc nhw da nghe doan ca
tr nay & dau dé, nhwng x&i tung ca Ky trc 1én ga cling khong thé nhé ra noi.

Con nhitng doan sau d6 nhw “Van tw luan than thanh tré vé phwong Bac, trong miéng sdi
tuyét cao nguyén roi ra..” “Trai tim Nap Nam Thap phéng ra hao quang anh bac...” “Khi
vung dit noi t6 tién yén nghi tam trong 4nh dwong vang ruc ré, Dirc Phat van ning sé chi
dudng dan 16i cho ké mot 1ong thanh kinh...” “Bon ho gidu di mot mit trang, con mat mau
bac c6 thé mang dén cho mat trang sirc manh méi...” “Nhiin nhwong quy xuéng, mé ra cung
dién cta ding si...” “Troi dat am dam vo quang, thin thoai do chw théin kién tao...” “Trai qua
mudi tdm vong khao nghiém, tiép nhin hao quang cia bic diing si...” dwong nhw déu dung
mot phwong thirc cuc ky kho hiéu d€ dién dat lai phwong phap khai mé co quan thdng dao
va cac khao nghiém ho s& phai vwot qua. Lat ma A La va Lir Canh Nam ling nghe rat k§, hy
vong c6 thé nghe ra chut ddu moi gi d6 trong nhirng 1&i ca nay, song ca hai déu 16 vé mo ho
khé hiéu. Trwrong Lap va Nhac Dwong thi lai phat hién ra, anh chang Pa Cat nay dwong nhw
vO clng sung bai Trac Moc Cuwong Ba, ctt hat mot hai cau, 12 lai phai li€c mat nhin Thanh st
clia anh ta bdn ndm ban, &nh mat ki€u do, chi c6 thé thiy & ddm fan cudng nhin than tuwong
ciia minh ma thoi.

DPoi dén khi Da Cat hat tron bai ca dd, thi cad doan ngwoi da gan vé dén thon Cong Bo roi.
Lat ma A La héi: “Pa Cat, bai ca ndy xwa nay van lwu truyén trong thén lang clia cac cau ha,
toi nghe ndi dung ca tir va cic vin chan, thay 1é ra & gitra con phai c6 miy doan nira méi
ding chw.”

ba Cat dap: “Pung viy a, & gitra khong chi thiéu may doan théi diu, ma 1a thiéu cd mot
phén 1én. Nghe noéi bai ca nay ban dau vén hoan chinh, dwgc chép lai trong mét cuén sach,
vé sau..” Pa Cat ngung lai gidy lat, k& d6 noi, “vé sau cho tén mat xanh d6 mwon, roi khong
doi vé dwoc. Lac dy trwedng ldo trong thén da dwa vao Ky rc cia minh dé viét lai, nhung vi
trwdng lao do gia 1am 1am roi, thé nén dé st mat rat nhiéu.”

M4y ngudi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba déu cam thiy vo cung dang tiéc, 4n twong vé Stanley
theo d6 cling cang thém x4u di.

Gan vé dén thon Cong Bb, bong ngudi dd ruc nhw ngon Itra va dan clru trdng mudt Ay lai
mot 1an nira khic hoa gitta troi dit bire tranh dep mé hon. Da Cat nhin thdy cai béng dé nhw
rang may chiéu, dwong nhuw hoi ngin nguoi ra trong thoang chdc. Cai bong do ciing da
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trong thay Da Cat, c6 gi vung vay ngon roi ctru han hoan chay t&i, niém vui 16 r6 trong 4nh
mit, khién ai niy déu 14y lam nguéng mo.

May nguwdi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba thim nhi: “Xem ra c6 gai nay chinh 1a Ca Ca roi.”

Co gai tré dy cao hon Pa Cat hian mot cai dau, doi may 14 liéu cong cong, khudn mit thon
dai nhu trai trirng ngdng, nwéc da hdong hao khdée manh, nu cudi hét stirc dang yéu, xét vé
bit ¢t khia canh nao cling déu la mdt ti€u my nhan hang tiéu chuin. Viy ma tén tiéu t& Pa
Cat kia ctr vénh mat lén ciu dwoc cdu mat, lam bd lam tich, con c6 gai duyén dang yéu kiéu
thi dirng man mé vat 4o, 4nh mat chan chira niém vui. Treong Lap nhin ma tirc mudn xit
khdi ra mdm, dén ca Trac Moc Cudng Ba cling khong khdi tham lac dau.

Khong hiéu Pa Cat dung cach gi ma khién dwoc c6 gai tré 4y ngoan ngoan xua dan dé vé
trude, con anh ta thi din Thanh st dai nhan vao thon, tréng nhw cdo mwon oai hum, rit 14y
lam vénh vang dic y. Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba noi: “D6 1a Ca Ca phai khong? Co bé iy doi vai cau
cling tOt 1am ma, sao vira md&i gap mit da qud trach ngwoi ta roi?”

Pa Cat lau bau: “Cai con bé dan 4y, toi la tho sdn wu td nhit trong thon co ma, con ¢o ta
chang qua chi biét chan ctru véi dét vai thoi, bon nha dau trong thon dira ndo ma chang biét
lam m&y viéc 4y. Néu bay gid ma ndi chuyén tir t€ 6n ton véi thi, sau nay 1am sao day do
dwoc. Nhiém vu cht yéu cta dan ba 1a sinh con dé cai vdi ca phuc vu dan 6ng, toi that chang
thé hiéu ndi, sao lai cé loai dan ba c6 thé di khap moi noi véi cac bac 3o gia thé co chi.”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba voi canh gidc dwa mat liéc nhin, cling may 1a Lir Cinh Nam diéng & phia
sau khong nghe thdy, bang khong ndm dim cia ba mo gido quan nay ma gidng xudng, e
rang sé khién chang Iun nay lai lun thém mdt m4u nira mat.

Tré vé thon Céng BO, cd khong it dan lang chen nhau ra phia trweéc xem Thanh s, tw
nhién ca doan lai dwgc sap xép vé gian phong 16n dém qua dé nghi ngoi, dwoc dang 1én dé
nwéng ca con va banh ran thwong hdo hang. Cling khong hiéu Pa Cat da noi gi ma thuyét
phuc dwgc ba vi tredng ldo dong y véi yéu cau cia Trac Moc Cwong Ba, nhwng ho chi chiu
gap mot minh ga thoi.

Can phong rat 16n, rt tréng trai, san nha trai thdm I6ng ctru Phd Lo mau dd, bén vach
sang dén, tran nha vé hinh bat bao cat twong; chinh gitra c6 mét cai 10, khéi hwong van vit,
phia sau 16 dat mot hwong an bay cac loai phap khi va do tho, sau lweng hwong an la mot bé
da, mot pho twong than ba mit mwoi tdm tay tir trén cao nhin xuéng, déi mat quan sat
chiing sinh; cac birc tworng chinh hai bén déu c6 clra ngach, rém budng che kin. Ba vi trwdng
ldo trong ctra ngach bwéc ra, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dirng gitra sanh cham chi quan sat, chi
th4y c ba trwdng 130 déu 1a bac cao nién, ru téc bac tring, trén ngudi khoac 4o choang
Phé L6, deo Phat chiu phép khi, tay cAm chuyén luan. Nh¢r Da Cat, Trac Mdc Cuwdong Ba biét
dwoc vi tredng ldo co vang tran rong dirng gitra tén la Niét Trat Tdy Pon Ba, ngwdi miii sw
tlr dirng bén phai tén la Con Giang Anh DPat Kiét, ngwdi 1ong mi dai dirng bén trai goi la
Nwong Pa Cat Cach Liét. Ba vi trudng lao trong thdy Trac Moc Cudng Ba chidng bubdn ndi
nang gi, cit thé ngudi cAm tay, ké s tran, lai vach mi mat 1én xem nita, lam nhuw dang kiém
tra toan bd than thé gi vay. Trac Mdc Cwong Ba cho rang day 1a 18 tiét dic thu clta dia
phwong, ban than gi lai chang biét tra 1& thé nao, chi danh d¢ ra nhw ngwoi gdb mic ba vi
trwdng lao diéu khién. Nghi 1& gn nhw 12 kiém tra sirc khde nay dién ra gan ba mwoi phut

https://thuviensach.vn



déng ho ma&i két thic, vi trwedng 130 tén la Pon Ba cit tiéng héi: “Khdng biét Thanh s hen
gdp balao gia ching t6i c6 chuyén gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “T6i mudn lam ro than phan Thanh st nay cia minh. Dam héi ba
vi dai su tai sao lai phan doan to6i la Thanh st vay?”

Cach Liét truwdng 1ao ndi: “Tai sao Thanh s lai hdi van dé nay? Phai chang ngai hoai nghi
bon 130?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi ndi: “Khong, khong phai. Toi chi muén biét thdi, vi xwa nay toi
chwa tirng nghe no6i chuyén nay bao gic, liéu c6 lién quan dén Thién chiu trén nguwoi toi hay
khong?”

Don Ba trwdng lao lic dau: “Thién chiu nay dich thuc 12 mdt mén thanh vat tot ciing quy
gi4, nhung khong lién quan dén than phan Thanh s cia ngai, mong rang Thanh s hiy bao
quan cho tét, chd nén tuy tién cho ngwoi ta thiy.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai ndi gan no6i xa vong vo héi thém maiy ciu nira, tir ddu dén cubi
nhit nhit déu do Pon Ba truwdng ldo va Cach Liét trwdng ldo trad 1o, Pat Kiét trwdng lao
khong hé hé mo6i, nét mat nghiém trang nhw moét vi phan quan quyén uy. Ma hai vi tredng
lao kia mém miéng cling hét sirc kin k&, néu khong phai néi nhitng chuyén khong lién quan
thi déu cd y lang tranh, tuyét déi ngdm miéng khong nhiac dén ngudn gbc than phan Thanh
stt cia Trac Moc Cwong Ba chut nao.

Lién tiép may lan déu khong hoi ra dwoc, Trac Moc Cuong Ba da hoi sot rudt, 1oi 18 dan
tré nén danh sic hon. Lic nay, Dat Kiét tredng 130 tir ddu dén gio van chwa ndi cAu nao mai
1én tiéng: “Van dé xac nhan than phan ctia Thanh s dai nhan, ching téi tuyét doi sé khong
d€ 16 ra chut gi dau, bdi & thé gidi ngoai kia, rot cudc cé bao nhiéu ké mudén tim kiém Hwong
Ba La, 4y la diéu chdng t6i khong thé xac dinh dwoc. Néu cach thirc xdc nhin than phin
Thénh st bi tiét 16 ra ngoai, ddm ngudi tham lam 4y sé 14y chiéu bai Thanh st di khip noi
lira gat. Thon lang chung toi vi dé dai tin ngwdi ma da phai chiu tén thit ndng né khong sao
bu dip ndbi, vi thé... chdc chdn ngai c6 thé hiéu cho chung tbi phai khong, Thanh s dai
nhan?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi mudén biét tai sao Merkin lai tré thanh Thanh s, nghe Pat Kiét
truedng lao ndi thé, doan chirng 1a khéng c6 kha nang hoi ra dwoc roi, nang né “hir” khé mot
tiéng, gat gat dau.

bat Kiét trwdng ldo lai tic thi hoi ngay: “Co diéu, t6i mudn héi Thanh s mot van de,
khong hiéu c¢6 dwoc hay chiang?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba lai gat gat dau. Pat Kiét trwedng lao bén noéi: “Thanh s dai nhan tir
chau My xa x6i ngan dam vé dit Tang nay, két nén moi duyén khong thé thdo g& véi Bac Ba
La than miéu, ngai c6 cdm thdy riang, mot loat nhitng chuyén xay ra véi minh chi 1a mot sy
trung hop hay khong?”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba da doan biét y cia Dat Kiét truedng 130, gd mim cwdi hoi: “Khong biét
dai sw muon néi v&i toi chuyén gi vay?”
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Dat Kiét trwdng 130 chidm rai ndi: “Thanh s dai nhin ¢ bao gi¢ nghi rang tit cd moi
chuyén nay déu khong ngau nhién, ma do Phit t6 van ning da sap dit san tlr ngan nam vé
trwdc hay khong? Doi ndy Thanh st dai nhan da dwoc dinh sdn 13 gan lién véi Bac Ba La
than miéu, mic cho ngai & dau, mic cho ngai 1a than phan gi, r6t cudc ngai van sé biét vé su
ton tai cia than miéu va 1én dwong tim kiém. Khong phai ngai di tim n6, ma la né dang goi
ngai, diy la mot con dwong tré vé.” Nhin diéu bo nghiém tdc lai nhw ¢ tinh lam ra vé thin
bi ctia Dat Kiét trwdng l3o, Trac Moc Cwong Ba than nhién cudi dap: “Xin 16i, da vd y mao
pham dén dia vi ca Than hay Phit trong long dai suw roi, nhung t6i la ké theo thuyét vo
than, téi chi tin vao khoa hoc. Tdi tin rang, trén thé gian nay khong c6 Thin ma cling chang
c6 Phat, tat ca déu do chinh con ngwoi sang tao ra thoi.” Néi xong, ga im ldng cham chi quan
sat nét mat Pat Kiét trudng lao.

Nam ngoai dw doan ctia Trac Moc Cuwong Ba, Dat Kiét tredng 130 dwong nhw da biét trudc
ga sé tra 101 nhw vy, lai tiép tuc noéi: “Khong, khéng phai Thanh s dai nhan khéng tin, ma
chi 1 thoi co chwa téi. Ngai van con chwa thike tinh, khi ngai thirc tinh, ngai sé tin vao Dirc
Phit toan ning, Nguoi & ngay bén canh ta, Ngwoi quan tim sdn soc hét thay ching sinh,
dong thoi chi dwong dan 16i cho ta. Thé gi¢i bén ngoai kia khong nhw ngai nhin thiy dau, c6
nhitng sw that da bi che diy di r6i, cang dén gin Bac Ba La, Thanh st dai nhan sé cang dén
gan chan twdng sy that. Cudi cing roi sé dén mot ngay, ngai, sé thirc tinh.”

Trwdc &nh mit cham chip cha ba vi trwedng 1o, Trac Moc Cudng Ba ho hirng noi: “Ba vi
dai sw, v&éi Thanh st nao cac vi cling déu ndi nhw vy phai khong?”

“Khong!” Pat Kiét trwedng 1do khang dinh chac chan: “Chi c6 ngai. B&i ngai 1a vi Thanh st
c6 phap twéng va hué cin nhit ma ching toi tirng gdp, Phit to6 van ning da minh thi, cra
1é6n cua Thanh miéu sé dwgc ban tay ngai mé ra.” Néi xong, ba vi tredng ldo déu hoi cdi dau
veé phia truéc, anh mat nghiém trang nhin Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba cham cham, nitra nhw do xét,
lai nlra nhw dang khang dinh nhtng 1o vira néi ra.

Bi ba dng gia nhin xo4y chong choc, Trac Méc Cuong Ba hoi ¢ chut ling ting khong biét
phai lam sao, ngwong ngdp cuoi cwdi, chuyén sang hoi cdu khac: “Vay cac vi truedng lao biét
dwoc bao nhiéu chuyén vé Thanh dia ma cac vi bao vé? Vi du Pdo Huyén Khong tw va
Hwong Ba La 1a gi chang han?”

Pon Ba trwdng lao néi: “Khéi nguyén va vi tri dich xac ciia Thanh dia thi ching t6i khong
ro twong tin, ching t6i chi la nguoi canh gic, tit thay nhitng chuyén lién quan téi Thanh
dia déu chi biét dwoc qua loi ké cta doi truede va ghi chép trong thén. Pdo Huyén Khong tw
la noi tu hanh cda thdnh nhan thoi xwa, mot noi quanh nam khéng thiy anh mat troi, thud
trwdre tit cd moi 6n dich, bénh tit, yéu ma quy quai déu sinh s6i ndy n& & chdén dy. Cac thanh
nhan di 1ay thin minh xua duoi bong dém, mang dai dirc dai tri déi khang véi loai ma quy,
xay dung & d6 twong Thin Thong thong thién triét dia, trin 4p tit cd moi yéu ma, tir d6 dat
T4y Tang m&i dwoc binh yén. Con Bac Ba La ma Thanh st dai nhan dang tim kiém, ching
toi chiac chan chinh 1a Thanh dia Hwong Ba La trong ghi chép cta thén Céng B6 nay, noi iy
12 chén tinh dia cudi cuing ctia nhan gian. Nhung cac vi than minh khéng chiu dé dang dé con
nguoi dat dén, vi vy da dem dit vao trung tAm dia nguc A Ty, chi c6 vi diing si ddm vwot
qua dia nguc méi c6 thé tim thay...” Mic du cac vi tredng 130 khong ndi gi vé bd toc Qua Ba
va Pao quan Anh siang, ma tir dau chi cudi cau chuyén truyén thuyét chi nhic téi thanh
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nhan va tién t6, song Trac Moc Cwdng Ba van phang phit nhan ra bong dang ctia bd toc Qua
Ba qua loi ké. Hwong Ba La trong 1o cac vi trwedng 3o va trong truyén thuyét khong khac
nhau nhiéu 1am, déu 1a chén thiéng liéng thanh khiét, mudn dén dwoc phai veot trung trung
hiém nguy va c6 than minh pht hd nira. Ln nay ding la Trac Moc Cuwong Ba khong tim hiéu
dwoc miy thong tin hitu dung, ma ngwoc lai con phai nghe thém mot déng chuyén than
thoai khac.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét c6 hoi nira cling khong dwoc thém céi gi hivu ich, chudn bi ding
day roi di. Trwére khi cdo tir ba vi tredng 1do, ga lam nhw vé tinh hoi mot cau: “Ba vi truedng
lao dwong nhw biét rat nhiéu truyén thuyét va thin thoai Ty Tang c6, khéng rd cac vi ¢
tirng nghe néi dén truyén thuyét vé T Ky Lan bao gio chwa?”

C6 1€ vi ngdn ngir co su sai biét, nén ba vi tredng ldo khéng hi€u ra ngay 1ap tic. Trac
Moc Cwong Ba ciling y thirc dwoc vin dé nay, lién voi vang giai thich: “Chién ngao, Tang
ngao, cho 1én, 16ng dai, con ché 1én cao ngan nay nay.” Ga vira ndi vira khua tay mua chan
dién ta.

Cubi cung, Pon Ba trwdng ldo la ngwdi dau tién hiéu ra, 14p tic bat ra mét trang 4m thanh
dai lién mién. Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghe lo mo chir dwoc chir mat, chi biét dai khai nghia la
“bdo hé, canh giit”, “linh hon kién dinh”, “chi cao v6 thwong”..., nhwng rét cudc la dé biéu dat
diéu gi thi ga lai khong hiéu cho lam.

Nhin vé mat hoang mang cda Trac Mdc Cwong Ba, Cach Liét truedng ldo lién bit ra mot tir
ma duwong nhw tat cd din Tang déu da nghe mai quen tai: “So6i tuyét cao nguyén.”

“Ha, khong, khéng phai,” Trac Moc Cwdng Ba lac dau. “Khong, s6i tuyét cao nguyén toi
cling biét, nhwng d6 1a mot loai than thu khac trong truyén thuyét, khong phai 1a chién
ngao.” Dt 1o, g8 dom dirng 1én dinh bo di. Nhwng ciu héi cia gi dwong nhw da khién ba vi
trwedng ldo hét strc hirng thi, chi nghe Cach Liét trwedng 1o ndi: “Thanh s dai nhan doi mot
lat.” Ong gia néi xong quay nguwoi di vao nha trong ludn, khong 1au sau run rdy bwng ra mét
tdm thangka (tranh tho) cudn tron, mé ra thay cé vo s6 hinh am thd Phat nho nho dwoc vé
trén cac dwong quy dao hinh vudng va hinh tron, trong mdi am the lai ¢6 vé mot twong Phat
hinh thu quai di. Tradc Moc Cwong Ba chwa bao gior trong thiy nhitrng hinh vé twong Phit
nhu thé, tit cA déu mat xanh ba mat tron trirng rang nhe ra gian di, nhiéu dau nhiéu tay,
cam cac loai phap khi bang xwong nguwoi, dang dip rit giong cac twong Phat ga gip & Canh
ctra Sinh ménh. & chinh giira birc thangka, c6 v s& am thd Phat bao vay chung quanh, 1a
mot birc vé twong Phat 16n mau doé rwc, ba mat gian dit, minh kho4c giap try, bon canh tay
dang ra, tay trén cam phap khi dau lau, xau chudi dau ngudi, tay duéi cdm dao va riu chién
bing xwong, hai bén ta hitu cé hai ddng tr twéng mao phan nd, tay dao tay gay, cudi trén
toa ky 1a mot con tuyét ngao toan than trang toat.

Tm 16ng bom trdng nhu tuyét x6a tung, bén chan thd chic bam virng chai trén mit dat,
nhitng dwdng nét clia co thit dwoc ngudi hoa sivé thap thoang lac an lic hién dwéi 16p 16ng
trang khién than thé con tuyét ngao 16 16 tit cd moi vé trang kién. Dic biét 1a d6i mat, nhan
chiu trong sudt sdng nhuw vién ngoc lwu ly, tang &n sat khi hirng hwc, anh nhin déi khdp bén
phwong, khién ngudi ddi dién khong ai ddm nhin thang. Nhung diéu 1am Trac Moc Cudong
Ba kinh ngac nhit, chinh la trén minh con tuyét ngao nay, ngoai tim ném ngoi cla twong
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Phét, tir dau dén dubi, con phu thém mot 1ép gidp mém anh kim niva. Lép gidp mém mai
bang soi to vang chdéi mat va mau 16ng trang nhw tuyét d6 twong phan nhau rit manh,
khién con tuyét ngao cang thém giong mét vi dai twdng quin chuin bi xong ra tran tién, khi
phach phi pham thira da dé tran ap tat thay moi loai yéu ma quy quai.

Vi con tuyét ngao dwgc vé r6 mén mot nhw thé, Trac Moc Cwong Ba gan nhw khéng cin
nhin ky da tirc khac kéu 1én: “Chién ngao!” G4 tirng nghe v sd truyén thuyét vé chién ngao,
nhwng rét cudc chién ngao hinh dang nhw thé nao gi that khé ma twdng twong noi. Gior
duogc thdy con tuyét ngao minh pht 4o gidp oai phong 1am liét, rang r& uy nghi trén bic
thangka nay, Trac Moc Cwong Ba lap tic hiéu ngay diy khéng phai tuyét ngao thong
thwong, ma 12 mot con chién ngao, ddu si ndm gitr vdn ménh cua ca chién trwong trong
truyén thuyét co dai.

Cach Liét trwdong 130 dwa mat nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba, ndi véi giong khang dinh: “Séi
tuyét cao nguyén.”

“Chuyén nay rét cudc 1a sao?” Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba von van dinh ninh ring soi tuyét cao
nguyén khong hé c6 moi lién hé truc ti€p nao véi chién ngao, ma ga ciing chwa bao gio thay
mot birc vé thé nay. Gi vuon tay ra, ngén tay twdng chirng nhw cham dwoc vao bd 1ong
mém muot va cic co bap cang cirng.

Pon Ba trudng ldo ndi: “Pay la di vat cua to tién dé lai. Vi nay la Quy vwong Liét Lé D€,
bao vé phia Ty Nam, toa ky ctia ngai chinh la séi tuyét cao nguyén.”

“Séi tuyét cao nguyén chinh la chién ngao?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhiu may suy nghi, day la
lan diu tién g nghe noi vay.
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/= ~ A
Soi tuyet cao nguyén

bat Kiét trwdng 1o chdm rai ndi: “Ching téi khong ro chién ngao ma Thanh s dai nhin
ndi dén 1a thir gi, nhung s6i tuyét cao nguyén va Hrong Ba La c6 quan hé vo cing mit thiét,
khong thé tach roi dwoc.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba kinh ngac lang nghe, mdi chir thdt ra tir miéng Dat Kiét trudng ldo
déu khién tim gi ndy lén: “Ngai biét dd, cac vi thanh nhin da kién tao nén Hwong Ba La,
mién cwec lac tinh tho truyén thira ngan van nam ctua Mat gido, ma s6i tuyét cao nguyén va
cac vi thanh nhan la mot thé thong nhéit, khong khi nao phan ly, s6i... ching la nguoi bdo vé
cudi cung cia Hrong Ba La diy.”

bat Kiét truwedng 1o lai ndi mot tir ma Trac Méc Cwong Ba nghe khéng hiéu, ga chi biét Am
tiét trudre tir d6 co 1€ 1a chi séi, con chudi am tiét sau ddy, hinh nhw y 1a cao quy, hay & trén
cai gi d6 vay. Ga khong dam ngat 1o Dat Kiét trwdng l3o, chi 13ng 1& nghe 6ng gia noi tiép.
“Trong truyén thuyét lich st cia ching tdi, séi tuyét cao nguyén da cung cac bic tién hién
lam nén sy huy hoang cia tuyét vuc chi quéc, ching la thuy thiw canh gitr bén phwong,
khéng c6 chung...”

“DPoi chut di...” Trac Moc Cuwong Ba giat minh cit ngang, “vira roi dwong nhuw toi nghe
thdy dai sw néi, thuy thd canh gitt bén phwong?” Ga dot nhién nhé lai doan Bdt déng minh
vwrong chi ma ngwdi Qua Ba dién@ ngdm nga. “Cé thé ndi cu thé hon mdot chut nhirng
chuyén lién quan téi t& phwong thuy tht dwoc khong?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét o, bon
dong vat nay van xuit hién trong cic loai totem va c& phwén khic nhau, dai dién cho nhitng
ham nghia khac nhau. Nhung du déu da di vao truyén thuyét than thoai, hinh nhw bon
ching chwa bao gio cing lic xudt hién cd, nhat la cach goi “t& phwong thuy thd” nay Trac
Moc Cwong Ba lai cang chwa nghe noi dén bao gio. Pat Kiét trwedng 1do dwa mat nhin hai vi
trwdng 1o con lai. Pon Ba truwdng 3o lién bang nhitng ngdn tir ngan gon mach lac nhat, ké
ra rat nhiéu truyén thuyét vé t&r phwong thuy thd, nhwng thay déu khéng cé khac biét gi so
v&i cac truyén thuyét lwu truyén & nhiéu vung khac ma Trac Moc Cuwong Ba da biét, thanh
ra ga cling khong thu thém dwoc thong tin gi hitu dung. Sau d6 Cach Liét trwdng lio lai ké
thém mot s6 ciu chuyén vé s6i tuyét cao nguyén va cac bac thanh nhan tién hién, dai dé la
sOi tuyét cung thanh nhan giang yéu trir ma, trdi qua mudn van gian kho dat thanh thién
qua... Trong long Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba van ddy dp nghi van, v cing mong c6 dwoc 1oi gidi
dap, nhwng khong phat hién dwoc gi trong nhirng cau chuyén than thoai ay, bén nén néng
dinh di tim gido sw Phwong Tan dé thinh gido, m&i lwa 1o khéo 1éo bay té long biét on dong
thoi cdo tir ba vi trwdng 13o lui ra.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira ra dén cira, Dat Kiét trudng 130 bdng cAt tiéng hoéi: “Xin thi cho
sw hiéu ky ctia ching tdi, Thanh st dai nhan c6 thé cho ching tbi biét tai sao ngai lai quan
tdm dén sdi tuyét cao nguyén thé hay khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngoanh dau lai dap: “Néu t6i néi chuyén di tim kiém Bac Ba La lan
nay von bat dau tir mot con chd ngao Tay Tang, khong biét ba vi dai sw c6 tin khong?”
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Chang ngo, ca ba vi trwdng ldo déu té vé “thi tit nhién roi”. Pon Ba trwdng ldo néi: “Soéi
tuyét cao nguyén va Hwong Ba La qua thwc la khong thé tach roi ma.”

Cach Liét trwdng ldo cling nodi: “Lan theo diu chan séi tuyét cao nguyén, nhit dinh la c6
thé tim thdy Hwong Ba La.”

Trac Moc Cworng Ba xoay ngudi buéece di, chi nghe Pat Kiét trwdng 1lao & sau lung néi véi
theo: “Thanh st dai nhan van khong chiu tin day chinh 1a sw sap xép ctia Dirc Phat van nang
danh cho s6 ménh ctia ngai hay sao? Ngai dén day vi c& gi, sé di téi phwong nao, tit ca déu
da dwoc dinh sdn tir mudn ngan nam trwdc roi!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cwdi cwoi: “Pai sw noi vay, néu gior tdi budng tay bd mic, thé chang
phai la 1o tién dodn cua cac vi sé trat 1at hay sao?”

bat Kiét trwedng ldo diém nhién dap: “Ngai sé khéng bo cudc, bdi vi ngai chinh la Thanh
stt, ngai c6 thé cdm nhan dwoc su vay goi cia Bac Ba La.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba hoi chot da, khé lac dau, sai chin budc di.

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba vira di khéi, lat ma A La & sau tim man buwéc ra, cat tiéng héi: “Thé
nao?” Ba vi trwdng ldo c6 ngwoi lac dau, c6 ngwdi gat dau, nhwng déu nhiu chit hai hang
16ng may, nhw dang suy tw mét vadn dé cwc ky khé quyét, chi nghe Pat Kiét trwdng ldo ha
giong: “Pai Thanh Lién.” Sdc mit lat ma A La t8i sam di.

Trén dwong Trac Moc Cwong Ba gip Da Cat, lién kéo anh chang tho sidn nhé con lai hoi:
“M&i dau nghe Na Tham noi nguwoi trwedng ldo khéng mudn gap thi khéng thé gap dwoc
trudng 130, ciu lam sao ma thuyét phuc dwoc ho vay?”

ba Cat gai dau noi: “Toi cling khong biét, von la cac tredng ldo déu khong dong y, nhung
sau d6 vi dai phap su cung di véi moi ngwoi néi chuyén véi cac vi dy, vay la cac tredng lao
lién nhan loi.”

“Pai phap su! Cau néi 1a vi di cing véi chiing ti 4y a? Lat ma A La?” Trac Mdc Cwong Ba
swc nhé ra da nghe Pudng Man noéi lat ma A La hét sttc quen thudc véi cac than Phat va co
quan cam bay trong khu hoang phé, ban than gi khi tring ddc hon mé ciing nho vi sw gia 4y
tim ra cach giai ctru, nhat dinh 1a lat ma biét chuyén gi dé. Pung, phai di hdi 6ng méi dworc.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tim dwoc lat ma A La, lién hoi ngay: “Pai su, nghe néi sau khi ngai va
cac vi trwedng ldo thon Cong B6 néi chuyén, bon ho méi dong y gap t6i.”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “T6i nghi cau hiéu 1am roi, Cwdng Ba thiéu gia, téi va ba vi trwdng lao
chi dam luin nhirng vin dé lién quan dén tén gido ctia ching toi thoi, con vé chuyén tai sao
ho lai dong y gdp mat ciu, e la c6 lién quan t&i than phan Thanh s cia ciu day.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noéi: “Vay a, dai sw, lic toi néi chuyén véi ba vi tredng 1ao, nghe dwoc
mot s6 chuyén, nhitng chuyén nay trwéc diy todi chwa bao gior nghe néi dén ca, khong biét
ngai c6 thé chi bao cho mét chut dwoc ching.”

Lat ma A La git dau noi: “Ciu ndi ra nghe xem nao.”
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Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ndi: “Ba vi tredng 130 bao toi rang, chién ngao chinh 1a séi tuyét cao
nguyén.”

“Ping thé.” Lat ma A La gt dau, sau d6 nhin Trac Moc Cudng Ba véi anh mit hét sirc ky
quic, twa hd nhw dang hoi ngwoc lai, chang 1& cAu khong biét diéu 4y a?

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba kinh ngac thot 1én: “Nhung t6i da nghién ctru Tang ngao gan hai
muwoi ndm nay roi, chwa bao gio> xem qua van ban nao cé ghi chép Tang ngao va séi tuyét
cao nguyén co lién hé trwec tiép.”

Lat ma A La thoang ngin ngudi, roi tirc khic 16 vé hiéu ra, mim cudi néi: “Toi hiéu roi,
hiéu biét ctia Cwdng Ba thiéu gia d6i véi Tang ngao déu bat ngudn tir truyén thuyét dan gian
va cdc tri thirc sinh vat hoc, chit cau chwa bao gi¢r bit tay tim hiéu tir phwong dién tén gido,
vi vy cdu méi khong biét. Sw thuc thi khéng chi c6 cdu khong biét, ma con rat nhiéu chuyén
gia kinh nghiém day dan ca doi nghién ctiru Tang ngao ciing chwa chic da biét Tang ngao va
sOi tuyét cao nguyén c6 quan hé nhu thé ndo. Chuyén nay ma giai thich ra thi phitc tap lam,
c6 1& phai mit nira ngdy chit chang dua dau, nhung toi c¢6 thé khang dinh v&i ciu rang, soéi
tuyét cao nguyén chinh la chi Tang ngao, hon nira con khong phai Tang ngao thong thwong,
ma chinh 1a chién ngao.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ldp bap: “Co... cd thé gidi thich so qua mot chut cho tdi dwoc khong?”

Lat ma A La nghi ngoi gidy lat, roi dap: “Chéc 1a Cuwdng Ba thiéu gia khong xa la gi véi
truyén thuyét vé soi tuyét cao nguyén. Theo chuyén ké lwu truyén, Tay Tang c6 qua thuec la
c6 mot loai dong vat séng trén dinh ndi tuyét, thwong cliru gitup cac cao ting ngd nan hoac
nhirng ngudi dang duoc cru gitup. Con trong mat mot sé chuyén gia va nha nghién ctru hién
dai, séi tuyét cao nguyén chinh 1a loai déng vt sinh ton & ving cao nguyén bang tuyét dwoc
dan Tang c6 thudn héa ma thanh. Thuc ra, séi tuyét cao nguyén chinh 1a tén goi chién ngao
clia ngwdi Tang c6. Cau phai biét rang, ché ngao T4y Tang thoi 4y khong dwoc ngudi ta biét
dén nhiéu nhw ngay nay diu, ngwdi binh dan néi chung khong thé cé dwoc kha nang lai gan
hay tréong thay mot con Tang ngao, dén ca quy toc cling chwa cé tw cach dy, vi d6 1a vat nuoi
dac biét chi hoang toc méi dwoc s& hiru. Mii cho dén khi vwwong triéu Tho Phon suy bai,
Tang ngao mé&i roi khoi chén thAm cung hiu vién, tdn mac di khap cao nguyén. Con vé
chuyén tai sao ché ngao Tdy Tang lai 1a vit nudi riéng ctia hoang tdc, roi tai sao phai sau khi
vuong triéu Tho Phon suy bai méi toéa ra rai rac trong din gian, dé 1a mét doan lich st dai
cd may tram nam, hon nita con lién quan truc tiép téi Pao quan Anh sang. Néu cdu mudn
biét, sau nay chung ta cé thé danh riéng mot lic nao do, toi sé ndi twong tin hon.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghe ma mau néng birng birng, bdi ga chot y thirc dwoc, hiéu biét vé
chién ngao cia minh qua tinh hoan toan chwa hé dinh dang t&i, hodc cé thé noéi la dinh dang
cuwc ky it 6i téi mot linh vuce, d6 chinh la tén gido! Nhitng nhan si ton gido ma gi tirng tiép
xuc tredc diy dwong nhw déu khong hé biét gitra Tang ngao va ton gido c6 quan hé méat
thiét nhw thé nao, nhwng nhitng diéu lat ma A La n6i hém nay da vach mot nét ndi lién Tang
ngao va soi tuyét cao nguyén lai cing nhau. Viy thi néu dwa vao cac than tich cda séi tuyét
cao nguyén, n6i khong chirng lai c6 thé tim dwoc ddu méi clia chién ngao nam xwa, tham chi
ca dau mdi vé T Ky Lan nita, dy chinh 1a diéu ma ga van hang khat khao mong mai.
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Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai néi: “Co miy tlr, doc 1a séi...” Ga c6 hét strc nhai lai cac 4m cia
trwdng ldo, nghi rang nhit quyét khong thé sai dwoc.

Lat ma A La khé cudi cudi néi: “Séi thdng linh, day 1a cach dich théng thudng, mudn cin
ké hon chit nira thi c6 thé goi la s6i thong linh troi sinh. Néu truy dén nghia géc cla c6 van
thi c6 rit nhiéu thuit ngir ca tén gido c6 dai cwe ky kho ly gidi, nhwng y nghia chinh cia tir
nay dai khai c6 thé dich 1a s6i thong linh cling khong sai dau.”

“Séi théng 1inh? S6i tuyét cao nguyén la s6i thong linh? Nhirng chuyén nay cé can hé gi
v&i nhau ch?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai thém mot phen mu mé kho hiéu.

Lat ma A La diém dam néi: “Diéu d6 thi rat dé gii thich, séi théng linh, chinh 1a chi bon
chiing c6 thé théng linh bay séi...” Nhin nét mat dot nhién ngay ra cia Trac Méc Cwong Ba,
lat ma A La mim cudi néi tiép: “Chuyén nay nghe ra thi dudong nhu kho cé thé twdng twong
noi. Nhwng t6i muén hdi cdu mot cau, Cwdng Ba thiéu gia, trong sudt qua trinh nghién ctru
ch6 ngao T4y Tang cia minh, ciu di theo diu bao nhiéu con Tang ngao hoang da roi, hay cé
thé noi, ciu da bao gio trong thiy Tang ngao hoang da hay chwa? Ciu cé biét chiing sinh tén
trén cao nguyén thé nao hay khong? Hon nira, ciu da thiy ché ngao Tay Tang hoang da
séng chung v&i bay séi bao gior chwa?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lac dau nudi tiéc. Chinh xac, trong doi nghién ctu ché ngao Tay Tang
cia minh, ga chwa tirng ti€p xic véi Tang ngao hoang da, thdm chi c6 mot dé ga con ban
khoan khéng ré trén cao nguyén ngay nay cé ton tai Tang ngao hoang da nira hay khéng,
day qua la phan thi€éu khuyét dang ti€c nuoi trong sw nghiép nghién ctru Tang ngao cua g3,
nhung theo gi dwogc biét, gido sw Phwong Tan da tirng lung theo ddu mot con Tang ngao
hoang da. Ma trong nhirng 11 danh gid cia 6ng danh cho con Tang ngao hoang di 4y, nhiéu
nhit chinh 1a hai chi “than ky!” Nhung ca gido sw Phwong Tan ciling chwa tirng trong thay
Tang ngao hoang da s6ng chung v&i bay soi bao gid, cdnh twong 4y cé thé ra sao, Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba gi thuc sw khong thé ndo twdng twong ndi. Lat ma A La néi véi giong pha chit
ti€c nuoi: “Cau chwa bao gitr gap Tang ngao hoang da, phai khong? Hirm, c6 1€ tai ngay nay
ching ta khong con dé trong thdy Tang ngao hoang da nira roi. S& di toi hodi ciu ciu nay, 1a
b&i thoi tré toi tirng quen mot chuyén gia nghién ctru ché ngao Tay Tang vao bac lao lang.
Ong ta tirng c6 10 binh phdm vé quan hé giita Tang ngao va ché séi - bao ring, nguoi ta
thwong van cho 1a chinh sy trung thanh va hung manh ctia Tang ngao da khién ching tré
thanh giéng ché chan cilru xuit sac nhit, va rang ching 1a khic tinh tréi sinh cia 1 séi bat
trom dé clru. Ban thin 6ng ta da quan sat rat nhiéu trin chién gitra s6i va Tang ngao, va
cling phat hién ra ndi s cua lii séi d6i véi bon ché ngao Tay Tang dy. Khi gap phai bay dé c6
Tang ngao bao vé, du sé lwong séi c6 dong gdp muwdi ldn Tang ngao, bon ching ciing khong
dam tuy tién tin coéng, trir phi la dan so6i da doi sap chét dén noi, hoidc 1a trong dan c6 mot
con s6i me cwc ky uy nghiém. Nhung 6ng ta lai ndi, 6ng ta cdm th4y ndi s¢ ma bay séi thé
hién khi d6i mit véi Tang ngao khong phai ndi so ké thu troi sinh, ma giong mot sw kinh so
nhiéu hon, twa nhw nhirng ké né 1é€ hay dan thwong thoi c6 trong thiy bac quin vwong toi
cao xult hién vay.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba cang thém kinh héi: “Y, y ctia dai swla..”
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Lat ma A La lic dau: “Khéng phai ¥ clia t6i, ma 1a ctia vi tién béi kia. Nghién ctru vé ché
ngao TAy Tang cua 6ng ta siu hon moi nguwdi nhiéu 1dm, cac phwong dién dé cip dén cling
rong hon nhigu. Ong ta tirng nhot mdt con séi va mot con ché ngao Tay Tang vao hai chiéc
1ong sit ké sat canh nhau, két qua da phat hién ra mot s chuyén rat thi vi. Ong ta ké, con
s6i kia khong dam ddi dién v&i anh mét cia con Tang ngao, khi bi Tang ngao nhin, né chi
biét cdi gdm mat xudng dat, dudi cap lai, nhitng lic Tang ngao bwdc lai phia gan 16ng nhot
s6i, con s6i sé ric vao mot g(')c & cudi 16ng, khong dam lai gan. Vi chuyén gia d6 noi, thir ma
ong ta nhin thay noi con s6i y khong phal vé khiép dam va run rdy, ma l1a ndi cing thing
pha 1an bat an, mot sw hén mon ti tién. Ong ta con noéi, 4y 1a béi trén minh Tang ngao toat
1én khi thé clda bic vwwong gia troi sinh, khién linh hon cla con séi kia phai than phuc. Tat
nhién, t6i cling khong biét day liéu c6 phai chi la chuyén dua hay khéng. Ngoai ra, 6ng ta con
lam mot chuyén kinh ngwoi nira, d6 1a da tirng lan theo diu vét mét con Tang ngao sinh
séng gitra by s6i.”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba khong ghim dwoc budt miéng héi: “Ong ta da thay chwa?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Chinh két qua quan sat lan dé da khién 6ng ta thay doi triét dé cach
nhin ctia minh déi véi ché ngao Tay Tang. Ong ta néi, nhin nhitng con Tang ngao deo xich
sat bén canh dan dé dan ctru chang khac gi 1t su tir va hd trong chudng & vwdn bach th, chi
khi nhin thdy con Tang ngao kia gitra bay s6i, 6ng ta mé&i cdm thu dwoc cdm giac tré ve, tua
nhu thiy giao long vé v&i bién 16n, dai bang sai canh gitra troi xanh. Puwoc chirng kién né
dan theo by s6i tw do tw tai tung hoanh trén cao nguyén, dng ta nghi minh rit sin sang
cam tAm tinh nguyén tré thanh mot trong nhitng con séi 4y. Ngoai ra, vi tién bdi d6 con bat
tay nghién ctru tir mot phwong dién khac nira. Moi nguwoi ai cling biét, ch6 va s6i 1a hai loai
chung mot t6 tién, déu thudc ho cho, nhung Cudng Ba thiéu gia ciu cd biét rang, trong tat ca
cac dong vat thudc ho cho, duy chi c6 ché ngao Tay Tang va soi la c6 bo gien khac biét nhiéu
nhit, gdn nhw da vwot qua ti 1é twong &ng trén chin mwoi sdu phin tram can thiét dé co thé
quy vé chung mot ho, vi thé cling c¢6 hoc giad dwa vao can c nay dé dwa ra quan diém Tang
ngao khéng phai do loai s6i tién hoa thanh. Nhuwng vi tién bdi kia lai néu mot quan diém
khac hdn véi moi ngudi. Ong ta cho rang tir mdy triéu nim vé trudc, trong qua trinh tién
héa thanh séi hién dai cta to tién loai séi, c6 mot bd phan rit nho da phat sinh bién di,
khién ching tré thanh nhitng cd thé manh mé nhat cda loai s6i thoi thwgng c6, va dé sinh
ton, bon ching can phai theo dudi strc manh 16n hon nira. Trai qua miy triéu nam tién hoéa,
nhirng ca thé dic biét iy da tré thanh Tang ngao cia ngay hom nay. So v&i 1 s6i, bon ching
s& hiru than thé cuwong trang hon, t6c do cao hon, nanh vudt sac bén hon, dau 6c¢ tinh minh
hon, chinh 12 cic bic vwong gia troi sinh trong ho nha sdi. Vi tién bai kia con cho rang, séi
hay rong hon 1a cad quan thé ho ché, trong gien ciia chiing di in sdn diu hiéu than phuc
trwdrc Tang ngao, kKhong phai vi Tang ngao cwong trang manh mé hon, ma béi vi, ching
mang trong minh thit huyét théng cao quy. Pwong nhién, mot loat thwc nghiém sau nay da
chirng minh 1y ludn cta 6ng ta khong chinh xac cho 13m, nhung vi tién boi 4y lai 12 nguoi
hién dai dau tién da di kiém chirng s6i thong linh troi sinh 1a gi.”

“Nhung dai sw vira n6i két luin cta dng ta la sai lam ma?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “U'm, diing vy, nhung ciing khéng phai 13 sai Iam hoan toan. Cudi
cung vi tién boi d6 da cai chinh lai két ludn cta minh: d6 la loai s6i & cao nguyén Thanh
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Tang c6 mot méi lién hé didc biét nao d6 véi chd ngao Tay Tang, con cac dong vat thudc ho
ché & nhirng noi khac dwong nhw khong cé cai vé nhin nhwong thin phuc dy. Trén thuec té,
vi tién bdi 4y da dén rat gan chan twdng roi, chi c6 diéu van chwa thé 1y giai ham nghia thuc
sw clia s6i théng linh ma thoi, néu 6ng ta bat tay tir lich st, biét diu lai diéu tra ra dwoc
manh mdi gi d6. Pwoc roi, Cwong Ba thiéu gia, toi da gidi thiéu cho cAu mot cach ngan gon
quan diém cia mét sé hoc gid, con ching c6 chinh xac hay khéng, ban thén tbi cling khong
ro lam dau.”

“Doi chat da.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Sao dai sw lai biét nhirng chuyén nay? So6i théng
linh rét cudc 1a nhw thé nao?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Ching t6i dwong nhién biét nguyén nhan tai sao Cwong Ba thiéu gia lai
di tim Bac Ba La than miéu, vi vay truwéc khi vao viéc da tim hiéu mot chut vé ché ngao Tay
Tang, nhung nhirng diéu toi biét qua thwc khéng nhiéu dau.”

“Vi tién boi kia tén la gi vay?” Trac Méc Cwong Ba hoi tiép. Ga hiéu ro, c6 1é nhirng diéu lat
ma A La biét vé Tang ngao ding 1a khéng nhiéu, nhung nhitng diéu 6ng biét ga déu chua
tirng biét dén, viy nén ga tuyét d6i khong thé bo qua bt c co hoi dat cau hoéi nao.

Lat ma A La khé ngang dau lén, néi: “Téi khong biét, hdi tdi con tré vi tién béi dy da cao
tudi 1am roi, gior thi sém da thanh ra nguoi thién ¢d, toi chi biét dng 4y ho Trai thoi...” Noi
tdi day, vi sw gia lia mat quan sat phan (ng ciia Trac Moc Cwong Ba, thiy ga khong co bat c
phan &ng nao, khong nén noi phai truy van thém mot ciu, “Cwong Ba thiéu gia dwong nhw
khong cdm thiy cai ho nay c6 gi dic biét thi phai?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ldc dau: “Ho Trai, rm, rat hiém gap, chwa nghe thdy bao gio, c6 phai
ho cta dan toc thiéu s6 nao dé khong?”

Lat ma A La mim cwoi, néi: “Thi ra 1a chwa nghe qua bao gid, d6 1a ho cia nguwdi Tang
ching ta, mot cai ho twong déi c6, thidm chi con 1au doi hon ca thoi gian tén tai cta cac
virong trieu Thd Phon va Twong Hung. Puoc roi, sac troi da téi, toi biét Cwdng Ba thiéu gia
van con rat nhiéu nghi vin, nhung gior chwa phai luc, can di nghi sém d€ dam bao thé luc
doéi dao, ngay mai la mot khao nghiém doi véi ching ta day. Nhitng hoai nghi trong long
Cwong Ba thiéu gia ciu cho téi khi ching ta tir Pao Huyén Khong tw tré vé roi noéi ti€p céd
dwoc khong? T6i nhat dinh sé ndi véi cdu tat ca nhirng gi minh biét. Ma nhitng chuyén nay
cling nhat thiét phai no6i cho ciu biét, bdi vi tit ca, chuyén bdn con thd canh gitr bon
phwong, danh xwng séi tuyét cao nguyén va séi thong linh, thay déu lién quan dén sy hung
thinh va diét vong clia virong triéu Thé Phon, lién quan dén Pao quan Anh sang, lién quan
dén...Bac BaLa.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin nu cwdi mim than bi ctia lat ma A La, trong long cang thém mé
hodc khé hiéu. Quan hé giira ch6 ngao T4y Tang va s6i lam sao lai dinh dang dén ca Bac Ba
La? Séi thong linh kia rot cudc la chi thk gi?

bi ra dén ctra, Trac Méc Cworng Ba dot nhién lai nhé dén su thirc tinh ma ba vi trwdng lao
noi, gd ngoanh dau lai: “Pai sw, con mét chuyén nira...”

“Ha?” lat ma A La dwa mét nhin Trac Mdc Cwdng Ba.
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“Théi bé di, khong c6 gl.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba xoay nguoi di, trong long thim tw giéu:
“Chuyén gi thé nay, khéng ngo lai con di chit van nhirng chuyén huyén 4o mo ho iy nira, rot
cudc la may dang nghi cai gi thé ha Trac Moc Cwong Ba!”

https://thuviensach.vn



Moi wu tw cialat ma A La

Trac Méc Cuwong Ba khong di nghi ngoi nhw lat ma A La néi, ma véi vang mang nhitng
théng tin nay t&i néi véi gido sw Phiwong Tan. Vé nhirng chuyén lién quan téi Tang ngao ma
lat ma A La d@ cap, gido sw cling cam thay hét strc khé tin. Pem séi tuyét cao nguyén gin véi
ché ngao Tay Tang, day thuc la mot khia canh hoan toan méi ma truéc day bon ho chwa
tirng nghi dén bao gio.

Luc néi dén s6i thong linh, Trac Moc Cwong Ba thir hoi y kién gido sw Phwong Tan: “Tang
ngao song chung v&i bay soi, thay gido, thady cdm thay c6 kha nang nay hay khong?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan git ddu: “Vé mit ly ludn thi c6 thé dwoc. Phai biét rang, soi séng
quan thé kiéu gia toc, khéng giong véi nhirng gidng loai khac, ching cé tip tuc tiép nhin
nhitng con séi lwu lang tir noi khac dén. Cac loai déng vat ho ché déu sé hiru co quan phat
va tiép nhin tin hiéu gin giéng nhau, diém nay rat quan trong doi v&i chuyén xac nhan than
phén va giao lwu. Hon nira dwa trén két qua nghién ctru cta toi, dai da s6 dong vat ho cho
déu c6 ngdn ngitr co thé cwc ky gidng nhau, chang han hwdéng tré ctia cai dudi, anh mit, khée
miéng, cach phat 4m, 13n 16n... cling gidng nhw nhitng dong tac ra hiéu bang tay thuong
dung cla con nguwdi ma ca thé gi¢i déu hiéu vay. Yéu t6 twong déng nay chinh 1 nén tang
vitng chac dé chung tién thém mot bwédc trong kha nang giao lwu gitta cac ca thé. Khong biét
ciu di xem qua mdt cudn tiéu thuyét tén 1a Tiéng goi noi hoang dd chwa. Cuén sach dé viét
vé mot con ché dwoc con ngudi thuan dwdng, da trai qua rat nhiéu sw kién trong xa hoi loai
nguoi, cudi cung quay tré vé véi dan soéi, va tré thanh s6i dau dan. Bo qua khong noéi dén y
nghia xa hoi cda ciu chuyén, trong tic phdm tac gid miéu ta twong déi sinh dong qua trinh
mot con ché san da tré thanh séi dau dan. Do vdy, madc du ndi cho san gan véi s6i hon ché
ngao T4y Tang, nhwng ching ta cling khong thé loai trir kha ning Tang ngao s6ng chung véi
bay so6i dwoc. S& di ching ta chwa tirng nhin thiy bao gid, 1a vi ngdy nay ca séi 1an Tang
ngao hoang da déu con lai qua it. Nhwng kién giai vé séi thong linh troi sinh thi hinh nhw
hoi qua khoa trwong, toi sé giit thai do hoai nghi. Phan tich tir nhitng diéu lat ma A La néi,
to6i khang dinh 1a vAn con ndi tinh gi d6 & day.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Lat ma A La ké, ong dy biét dwoc nhitng thong tin nay tir mot vi
tién boi...” K& d6 ga thuat lai cac diéu tra nghién cttu ma vi tién béi lat ma A La nhic dén da
thwc hién. M&i ké dwoc mot nira, da nghe gido sw Phwong Tan ngat 1 ndi: “Vi tién boi ma
lat ma A La néi 4y, c6 phai 1a mot vi ho Trai, ngudi dan toc Tang hay khong?”

“0.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngd nguoi ra gidy 1at, gat dau.

“Thay gido biét ngwdi nay?”

“U'm,” gido s Phwong Tan néi, “hdi tdi hoc dai hoc, thay gido ctia toi tirng nhic dén con
nguoi ndy. Ong dy noi, thoi ky trwdce gidi phong, vi ho Trai nay chinh 1a ngwdi yéu thich
nghién ctru Tang ngao cuéng nhiét nhit, néu khong c6 ngwoi do, thay gido cda tdi thim chi
con khong biét trén thé gidi nay con cé loai ch6 ngao Ty Tang iy nira, chinh 1a vi tién boi
ay da thay doi phwong huwdng cling nhw dé tai nghién ctru cda thay gido day t6i do.”
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Néi t&i day, gido sw Phwong Tan ngung lai mét chit, co ho dang héi twdng lai chuyén qua
khr. Trac Méc Cwong Ba hdi thém mot ciu: “Thiy gido, thay cla thiy trudc d6 nghién ctu
deé tai gi vay?”

Gido su Phwong Tan tién miéng dap ludn: “Nhan giéng giu triic nhan tao.” Ong dinh than
lai, ngwdc mat nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba mim cwdi, roi noi ti€p: “Vao thoi 4y thi diy 1a hang
muc nghién ctru khoa hoc trong diém. C6 diéu vi Trai tién sinh kia, thuc ra khong thé coi la
mét hoc gid dwoc, 6ng ay chi chuyén cht vao Tang ngao ma théi, vi vy thiy gido cda toi
m¢i goi 6ng ta la ngudi yéu thich ché ngao Tay Tang.”

“Vay thay gido cta thay nhat dinh 13 biét rat nhidu chuyén veé vi Trai tién sinh dy roi? Ong
ay tén la gi? La ngwdi vung nao & Tay Tang? Gio con cé thé tim dwoc 6ng ay nira khong...”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba héi lién mot hoi dai.

Gi4do sw Phwong Tan lac diu ndi: “Khong, khong, thuwc ra thay gido cta tdi hét sitrc ngau
nhién c6 gdp mat dng dy mot 1an, sau nay bon ho déu chi thw tir qua lai. Thay gido cuia toi
lubén goi 6ng 4y la Trai tién sinh, téi cling khéng biét 6ng ta tén la gi nira, chi nhé thiy gido
toi tirng noi rang, Trai tién sinh c6 than phan hét strc dic biét, d6 1a mot chirc nghiép lién
quan dén déng vat, nghe ndi dé cling la mot chirc nghiép cwce ky dic biét & Tay Tang, goi la
gi thi t6i cling quén mat r6i.” Gido sw Phwong Tan diy gong kinh 1én s6ng mii, doan néi
ti€p, “Tém lai 13, thiy gido tdi danh gia Trai tién sinh do6 rit cao, noi rang thoi ky trudce va
dau gidi phong, 6ng dy la ngwoi am hiéu nhit vé ch6 ngao Ty Tang, hon nira con ngwdi nay
con tinh thong nhiéu thir ngdn ngtt, c6 hoc thirc rat siu rong, vay nén dén gid tdi van con
chit n twong vé 6ng dy. Nhwng vi Trai tién sinh nay trwdc nay chwa tirng xuit hién trén bt
c bao, tap chi hay 4n phadm hoc thuit nao, c6 1€ 6ng ay la nguoi doc lai doc vang, diéu nay
chic c6 lién quan dén chirc nghiép than bi kia ctia 6ng 4y cling nén.”

Von twdng rang gido sw Phwong Tan biét nhiéu hon, Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong khéi co
chut that vong. Gido sw Phwong Tan thiy vy, mim cwdi néi: “Dwoc roi, thu hoach ctia ching
ta hom nay ciing du roi, nhitng ddu méi nay thoat nhin thi c6 vé khong ra dau vao dau,
nhung lai 1a mét phwong hwéng hoan toan méi mé, thém mot chut thoi gian nira, nhat dinh
chiing ta sé& c6 buéc dot pha 1én. Gior dd muodn 1dm rdi, lat ma A La néi ding ddy, ngay mai
co 1é sé rat nguy hiém, chung ta can phai chuin bi cho tét, gior chwa phai thoi co thich dang
dé thao ludn nhirng vin dé nay diu. Tré vé nghi ngoi truéc da, OK?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba tram ngam gidy 1at, réi ning né git dau buwéec di.

Gi6 dém u uat, twong da im lim dwdi bau troi sao 16ng 160ng, mot canh chim wng lwdt vé
phia vang trang non. Lir CAnh Nam bwéc ra hdu vién khu nha, néi véi bong den dirng phia
trwede: “A La dai nhan.”

Béng den quay dau lai, diem dam néi: “0'm, con biét khong, thon Cong B6 nay 1a hau dué
cia Ngoai Kim Cwong vién & phwong Nam ctia ching ta, Canh ctra Sinh ménh chinh la
Thanh dan cua gido ta.”

Lit Canh Nam khé kéu 1én: “A, diéu... diéu nay thi con khéng hé nghi dén, chi 1 cdm thay
c6 chut quen thudc thoi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Lat ma A La néi: “Lan nay c6 thé lién hé dwoc véi ho ding 1a thu hoach bat ngd, da xa
cach ca nghin nim roi, bon ho van kién tri v&i sit ménh ctia minh. Néu khong phai nhin thiy
nhirng th bén trong Thanh dan, ta cling khong ngd bon ho lai chinh la hau dué cua Ngoai
Kim Cwong vién dau.”

L& Canh Nam nhin theo béng chim wng da bién thanh mo6t chdm den trén nén troi, noi:
“Bao v&i Trwdng 1o hoi roi a?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “U'm, chuyén & day van phai dé Trwdng ldo hoi can nhic dua ra
quyét dinh, ta khong thé lam chu dwoc.”

L&t Canh Nam noi: “Viy, con than phin Thanh s ctia Cwong Ba thiéu gia...”

Lat ma A La dap: “Chuyén nay thi ta cling khong biét. Than phan Thanh s 1a gi, Thanh st
phu trach sttr ménh gi, bon ho déu khong hé moi nira 1. Bon ho ciing tudn thu theo quy tic
giong nhw chung ta, chi trung thanh véi 1oi thé, chir khong trung thanh véi bat cr nguoi
nao, tuyét déi khéng noéi chuyén nay véi ngwoi ngoai dau, cho du 1a ngwoi cung gido phai
cling khong thé. C6 diéu theo ta thi tradi qua mot nghin ndm, phwong phap xac nhin than
phan Thanh s ctia ho e 1a da c6 van dé. N6i thé nao thi Merkin ciing khong thé 1a Thanh st
m&i phai, han 12 ngudi ngoai qudc co ma.”

Lir CAnh Nam trdm ngdm: “Liéu c6 kha ndang khong phai la Merkin, ma mot ngwdi nao doé
trong dam linh danh thué ctia hdn?”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Khong, ta da xac nhan lai roi, chinh la Merkin. Hon nira, con ciing
biét day, Thanh st khong chi c6 minh Merkin va Cwong Ba thiéu gia, con c¢6 nhitng Thanh
s khac nira...”

Lit CaAnh Nam ngac nhién thot 1én: “Pay... rot cudc la chuyén thé nao viy? Thanh st nay
rot cudc la dé 1am gi? Con nghe cach néi cia Pa Cat, hinh nhw Thanh st c6 quan hé truec tiép
véi Bac Ba La than miéu thi phai?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “0'm, Thanh sit hinh nhw 1a ngwoi c6 thé di thang dén Bac Ba La than
miéu, hodc 1a ngwdi c6 thé ndy sinh mdt mai lién hé gi dé6 véi Bac Ba La than miéu, con
nhitng nguwoi khac thi déu khong c6 tw cach nay. Nhuwng néi di thi cling phai néi lai, cho du
khong c6 thon Cong B6 xac nhan than phan Thanh st cia Cwdng Ba thiéu gia, chidng phai la
ching ta cling nghi nhw vay hay sao, trong co thé Cwdong Ba thiéu gia, chang phai dang chay
dong mau cao quy than thanh dé hay sao?” Ong hwéng anh mat 1én bau tréi dém xa tham,
mot chut wu tw thip thodng hién trén vang tran, thim nht: “Nhwng ma strc khde Cwong Ba
thiéu gia cling khién nguoi ta that hét siec lo 1dng, 1an so suit nay... that khong biét phai an
noéi véi Truedng lao hoi thé nao...”

Lit Canh Nam dudng nhw da nhin thiu tdm tw cda lat ma A La, lién truy van: “A La dai

nhan, con muon biét, sirc khoe cia Cweorng Ba thiéu gia, rot cudc...”

Lat ma A La lic dau néi: “Con nhé chuyén ta tirng nhic nhé con khéng, ché nén danh gia
thip nguoi bo toc Qua Ba, ché nén coi thwong vu thudtw ctia ngwdi Tang co. Lan nay, Ceong
Ba thiéu gia chinh la d3 tring phai c6 doc Pai Thanh Lién, ba vi trwdng ldo0 dé da ching
thwc roi.”
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L& Canh Nam véi néi: “Cling c6 nghia la ldc 4y ngdm trong nwéc sach chi giai triv dwoc
dau dén bén ngoai, chir khong thé trir tin gbc c6 doc?”

Lat ma A La gat dau xac nhan. Lit CAnh Nam lo l1dng néi: “Vay thi sé ra sao?”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khéng néi dwoc, ba vi trwedng ldo chi khang dinh trong khoang thoi
gian t&i diy sé khong xuit hién bit cr vin dé gi, 1au nhit cling khong qua hai ba ndm, sau
dé thi kKhong rd, ta con phai thinh gido Trwéng lao hoi, xem cac vi dai nhan & dé c6 cach gi
khong. Phai réi, chuyén nay ngan van lan khong dwgc dé Cwong Ba thi€u gia biét, trir phi la
chung ta da tim dwoc phwong cach giai quyét.”

Lir CAnh Nam khong néi gi.

Lat ma A La dot nhién gin giong: “0' day c6 qua nhigu chuyén can ching ta phai lam r6
dau mo6i, mét nghin ndm ch¢ doi mon mai c6 1€ chinh 1a vi ngay hém nay day! Con nhat dinh
phai nh& ré than phan va st ménh ctia minh, trén danh nghia con la chi huy cta déi ngii
nay, ching ta khéng cho phép con pham phai bat c sai lam nao, dic biét la doi véi Cuong
Ba thiéu gia, con hiéu chwa?”

L&t Canh Nam ctii gam mat: “Con hiéu roi.”

Lat ma A La ha thap giong xudng: “Duing rdi, con hai chuyén nita con can phai biét, con
con nh¢ bai hat Pa Cat da doc thudc long dé khoéng?”

Lt Canh Nam dap: “Con nhé.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pé chinh 1a Tung ca, ta d3 xac nhan dwoc & chd ba vi truwdng ldo. Thén
Cong Bo hién gior chi con lai mwdi mét phan Tung, tit ca déu tach roi doc 1ap, ngay ca trudc
kia, ho cling c6 chirng khéng qua ba mwoi phan Tung diu, nhwng nhitng diéu ho nam giit
hadn phai c6 mot phan rit 1én cé gia tri then chét. Ta cling da bao thong tin nay cho Trudng
ldo hoi, hy vong ho cé thé tim dwoc ngudn géc va xuit x& cla bai Tung ca nay, néu cé cac
kinh vin lién quan nita, n6i khong chirng day sé 1a mot dau mai vo cung dac dung d4.”

L&t CAnh Nam thic m&c: “Con khéng hiéu, dwa theo ndi dung hién da dich ra dwoc cia €6
Cdch kim thw thi biy gio ¢6 nhin da cd y phan tdn cac dau moi, tai sao lai dé nhirng nguoi
trong thon Céng Bo nay & lai noi day? Lai con bdo vé dau moi quan trong téi nhwong nay
ntra?”

“P6 chinh 1a dap 4n ma ca nghin ndm nay chiing ta van dang tim kiém diy!” Lat ma A La
ngang dau lén nhin bau troi dém, trdm mac hoéi 1au, roéi méi déi giong noéi, “Phai roi, lan
trwdc ta c6 nhic dén muwdi ba ngwdi mudén dén dia cung Ahezt trom md, theo tin titc
Trwdng ldo hoi gri dén, buwéc dau phong doadn rang dé chinh 1a 13 Ky si Ban Tron, néu
Merkin va nguoi 4o xam do...”

“13 Ky si Ban Tron?” Lir Canh Nam l3p lai danh tir xa la 4y.

“U'm.” Lat ma A La néi: “13 Ky si Ban Tron, 1a t6 chitc tréi day nhanh nh4t, thuc lwc manh
nhit, nguon goc than bi nhit trong rit nhiéu co quan to chirc tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu
khodng mot hai chuc ndm gin diy, dong thoi cling 1a d6i tha dang s¢ nhit trong cac ké dich
ma Thanh gido ta tirng phai dung dau. Trudc diy, trong cac cudc chién gianh giat dau moi
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dé tim kiém Thanh miéu, bon chiing la thé lwc hung hing can quiy nhéit, khong chi dé6i dich
v&i Thanh gido chung ta, ma con khéng bo qua cho bat ¢ t6 chirc nao muén dinh dang dén
Thanh miéu. Nhuwng may nam gan diy, dot nhién té chirc nay an hinh gidu tich, tin don thi
c6 du loai, doan chirng la do chiing da ton thit ndng né trong dia cung clia nguwoi Maya,
khong thé nao gwong diy dwgc nira.”

L& Canh Nam nghi hodc néi: “Tai sao con khong hé biét chuyén nay nhi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Liic con tiép xtic v&i tran chién dwa Thanh miéu tré vé, td chirc nay da
bién mat dwoc mot thoi gian roi, ma ké dich cia ching ta thi nhiéu 1am, tit ca nhitng ké nao
da bién mat thi déu khdng cin nghi dén nita. Con c6 biét khong, s6 mwdi ba nay & phwong
Tay la biéu trung cho dia nguc, 13 Ky si Ban Tron chinh 1a néi dén nhitrng ky si sa doa chon
dia nguc. M&i dau ching ta cling chi biét c6 mot nhém ngwoi ty xwng la 13 Ky si Ban Tron,
chuyén di trom cac lang mo thudc hang qudc bao cua cac nwéce trén thé gidi, khong ngo bon
ching dung la c6 mu¢i ba ngwoi that.”

Lir CAnh Nam tram ngdm suy tw, 13 Ky si Ban Tron, nhitng ky si sa doa chon dia nguc, cai
tén nay mang dén cho c6 mot dw cam hét sirc bt twong.

Sang sm ngay hom sau, tit ca bi tiéng canh quat ctia may bay truwc thang danh thic, doi
xong hanh trang, ca doan lai v0i va 1én dwong. Da Cat 1a ngwdi cé thé ra khadi thon Cong Bo,
lai c¢6 kha nang tim dwoc canh clra dia nguc, dong thoi dwoc Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A
La cung ra stc tién cl, anh chang dic y dwong dwong ngoi 1én may bay truwc thing. Nhuwng
anh mat ca cd nang gido quan kia thi trong c6 vé nhu bat ¢t Iic nao ciing c6 thé gio chan
dap vang tén ti€u tr lun moét mau cubng vong tw dai nay xuéng khdi may bay. Sau khi truc
thing cit canh, moi ngwdi mai trong thdy mot cai bong dé ruc & tit ding xa chay theo may
bay mot quing dai, nhung cudi ciing vin khong thé dudi kip. Cac thanh vién trong doi trén
may bay déu cwdi thAm trong bung, tén nhii Da Cat nay gia bd khong dé y, vdy ma khoe mit
lai ctr liéc vé phia sau.

Bay vé phia Tiy dwoc nira tiéng dong hé 1a dén Canh clra Dia nguc ma ba Cat néi dén.
Xudng may bay, xung quanh ndi non vay boc, cdy c6i rim rap thdm u, vach da hun hit, bén
dudila dong Nha Lo Tang B4 thét gao gam ri, nwdc chay rat xiét, thé twa nhw ngan van thét
ngua cung tung vé lao di. Chi thdy c6 mot binh dai kha théng thoang, xa xa ndi non nhap
nho, trung trung diép diép, kéo dai lién mién khong dit. Gin d6 la vuwe siu, xung quanh toan
vach nui, mot dong song cudn cudn chdy khong ngirng, thung siu u tinh, néu c6 thém mot
gian nha cé thi twdng chirng nhw noi diy chinh la lwa chon tuyét voi cho bac 4n si chén
tham son.

Dong song nhuw mot duwdng lach troi rach pha nadi xanh; song dai tuén chay, twa mot con
ran bac hay mot dai lua tring quin quanh khéi ngoc bich. My ngon thac dang bac thang lao
thang xudng tir chin tAng troi cao, ban tée ra nhitng quang hoi nwéc mit mung, lai nhw hoa
bay toi ta trong dém tuyét, swong mu van vit m& mo, tiéng vang vang téi may xanh, tua
rong ngdm ho hu, nhw chim kéu vwon hét. Hoi Am béc 1én, 4p vao mat mat rwei, thém nira
lai c6 mat troi rec ré, dnh 1én gitra thac nwédc nhirng quang sang bay mau, tirng ciy cau
vong bac qua dai nwéc biéc gitra nhitng ngon linh son. PEm dan tir dwdi 1én trén, tdng cong
c6 nam dao ciu vong, anh sang mé ly huyén do, hoa ciing do anh do hoi nwdc mu mit tao ra,
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canh twong twa ho nhw chén tién canh vay. O ting may bay thac dd trén ciing, ciu vong
khuic khuyu, khdng ngo lai da hinh thanh mot vong 4nh sang 14p 1anh, hét nhw Phit quang,
khién ngui ta sinh niém kinh ngudng tir tin day tim, diy 1én cdm xtc boi h6i rung dong.

Moi ngwdi déu khong kim nén ndi cdm gidc xic dong sau sic, lat ma A La tham chi con
nuwdc mat lung trong. Quang canh nay, 1a biét bao nhiéu bAc tu s héng héa» ma thanh, phai
mait miy ngan nim madi c6 dwgc. Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap thi birng birng phan nd, canh
twong nhwong ndy ma lai bi goi thanh Canh ctra Pia nguc, thé chang phai 1a anh hwéng dén
ca phong canh tuyét tran noi day hay khong!

Trwong Lap dwa mit quan sat bon phia xung quanh, khong tin twéng héi lai: “Pa Cat, chd
nay ding 1a Canh ctra Dia nguc diy ch? C6 gidng dau.” Da Cat gat dau chic nhw dinh dong
cot. Nhung noi day dén cd mot chut ddu vét nhan tao cling khong hé c6, hoan toan la canh
sdc tw nhién, xung quanh chi c6 ndi, c6 nwéc, cd cly, dirng ndi 1a clra, ma dén cd mot thir
trong gidng cai ctra cling chang c6 ludn. Theo nhw Pa Cat noi, noi nay khong hé c6 mot ky
hiéu nhan tao nao, phai hoan toan dwa vao ky trc vé hinh thé nti non ciy c6i xung quanh thi
mé&i biét c6 mot noi thé nay & diy. Noi nhw vy didng la c6 cdm giac hét sitrc bi mit that, mét
noi mai mai chi ton tai trong ky rc cia may con nguwoi, thé nhwng & day mét la khéng co
clra, hai 1a khong c6 16i thong, hoi Da Cat thi anh ta cling chang biét gi, chi biét noi nay chinh
la Canh ctra Dia nguc trong truyén thuyét ma théi.

Nhac Dwong néi: “Canh ctra Pia nguc dd m&, cac diing si phai xuit phat 1én dwong. Ctra
mé& & chd nao thé?” Anh chang chi xuéng dong séng cudn chdy Am Am hang trim mét bén
dudi néi, “Chang 1& bao ching ta phai di doc theo séng Nha L6 Tang B8 nay chic?” Hai méit
Pa Cat sang birng 1én, néi: “A, chuyén nay ciing rat c6 kha ning day! Khong biét cing chan
nay ctia Thanh mau rét cudc 1a dudi dén tAn dau nira.” Nhac Dwong nghe vy lién cdc manh
vao dau Pa Cat mot cu.

L&t CAnh Nam vAy tay néi: “Di thdi, xem ra & day ching c6 dau moi gi hét. Pa Cat, anh &
day tw quay vé hay la dé ching t6i phai ngwoi dwa anh vé?”

Da Cat tron tron mat 1én ndi: “Toi... toi di Twong Hung véi moi ngudi.”

L&t CAnh Nam té ra khinh miét: “Anh di 1am gi? Noi ching t6i sip di diy vO cung nguy
hiém, doi ngli nay déu la nhitng ngwoi da trai qua hudn luyén dac biét ca roéi, chung toi
khong thé lo cho sw an toan ctia anh dwgc, ma anh lai con 1am chdm tdc do tién 1én cda
ching toi nira.”

Guwong mat Pa Cat dé birng 1én, trong thon con chwa c6 ngudi nao ddm noéi véi anh ta
nhitng loi 4y, anh chang uit &rc kéu 1én: “T6i, toi la tho sdn gidi nhit trong thén Céng B6, sé
khong lam lién luy moi ngwoi dau! Hon nira... hon nira con c6 thé gitp moi ngwdi rat nhiéu
ntra!”

L& Canh Nam nhin Pa Cat nhw thé nhin mdt chi bé, mim cwoi néi: “Anh ¢é thé gitup chung
toi lam gi ch&?”

Da Cat ndi: “Toi... toi... c6 thé dAn moi nguwoi tim dén 16i vao Pado Huyén Khong tw.” Li
Canh Nam l4c dAu: “Ching toi c6 ban d6 roi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Da Cat lai n6i: “Toi, ti biét cc co quan bay rap ma ngwdi xwa da bd tri, toi c6 thé pha giai
ching ntta.” L&r CAnh Nam van lic dau: “Vé mat nay thi ching toi déu 1a chuyén gia, khong
can anh giup d&.”

ba Cat noéi: “T6i, toi con biét rat nhiéu chuyén lién quan dén Thanh dia, toan la nhirng
chuyén chi c6 trwdng 3o thon Céng B6 ching téi méi biét thoi.”

Lt CAnh Nam liéc mit nhin Pa Cat, dén khi tran chang lun tia md hdi ra, cd méi ndi: “Thé
nay di, dé chirng minh anh khéng phai la cuc no gy lién luy cho chung t6i, hiy chon bat ct
ngudi ndo trong nhitng ngwoi & day, néu anh thang dworc, toi sé cho anh di cung.”

Nhin anh chang Pa Cat cao chwa dén mét rudi, Trac Moc Cwong Ba thim lac dau, doan
ngoanh sang nhin Puwdng Man, thim nhd: “Néu chon Min Man thi may ra con c6 co hoi
gianh chién thing.”

Nhung sw tw tén va kiéu ngao ctia Pa Cat khong cho phép anh ta lwa chon mot déi tha niv
gidi. Ngoai trir Thanh st Trac Moc Cudng Ba, Da Cat quét &nh mit qua nguwoi tirng doi vién
da dwgc huln luyén dac biét, chi tay vao Ba Tang ndi: “Vay thi chon anh Ba Tang di!
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yd MY A
bao Huyén Khong tu (1)
Khée mdi Ba Tang khé giat giat, ngén tay cai ban tay trai ro ram trén bo rau x6m xoam:
“T6i a?” D6i mat véi mot d6i tha nhw vay, ngwoc lai thanh ra cling khong biét phai ra tay thé
nao nira.

Da Cat khi thé huing hd nhao téi. Trong mat Ba Tang, Da Cat rat giéng mot con thé con bd
thang tdi, cdm gidc nhw dang dAm dAu vao gdc cay tw tir viy. Ba Tang nghiéng nguwoi né, tién
tay diy nhe mot ct, Pa Cat lién lan nhao dwéi dat hai vong nhw con nhim. Ba Tang thiy thé
khong khoi mim cwdi, qué tinh anh chang Pa Cat nay chang hé c6 chut wu thé hinh thé nao
ca. Nhuwng Da Cat vira 6n dinh dwgc thin hinh, da lai b6 nhao mdt cd nira, thin minh bat
thang 1én, tirc khac lao vé phia Ba Tang. Ba Tang gio tay chém xudng vai Pa Cat, khién thé
cong clia Pa Cat phai dirng lai, dong thoi noéi: “Néu day 1a dao, canh tay ctia ciu da mat roi.”

Nhac Dwong quan sat toan canh trian dau, nhiu may khé néi: “Anh Ba Tang thua mat roi.”

Da Cat dot nhién né nu cudi, ndi: “Anh trung ké réi!” Than thé anh lun xoay ngoat, thoat
khoi ban tay Ba Tang, k& d6 nhtin bat 1én t4n cong mat Ba Tang, dot pha thé phong ngu cla
anh ta, dong tac it nhit cling phai nhanh gip doi ldc dau. Khong kip dé phong, Ba Tang lién
ti€p lui vé sau, dot nhién chan gidm phai thi gi dd, vira mém lai vira tron, than thé mat
thang bang, trong lic hoang loan chot liéc thiy sau lung c6 thir gi d6 sang 16e 1én, 1a ludi
dao chang? Nhung gi¢or Ba Tang c6 muén tranh ciing khong Kip.

Ba Tang ngd nhao xudng dat, sau lwng khong cé cam giac gi, lién 1at ngwoi dirng diy, mai
phat hién hoéa ra d6 1a mon trang sitc bang bac trén ngudi Da Cat phan chiéu 4nh sang 14p
lanh, con thit chan minh gidm phai chinh 13 soi diy lung Phé Lo ctia d8i phwong. Khong ngdy
tén ti€u tir Pa Cat nay than tha lai kha nhw vy, Ba Tang nghi doan bén xudng tan lai, chuin
bi danh véi Da Cat mot tran nghiém tdc. Lir Cinh Nam bong Ién tiéng: “Pu roi, Ba Tang, anh
da thua roi.”

Da Cat nhit soi day lung Phé Lo dwéi dat 1én thit lai, gio mén trang strc bac ra néi: “Néu
day la thanh dao, mang anh d3 méit roi. Nguoi the sdn gidi nhat khong dwa vao stirc manh
ma dwa vao cai dau nay nay.”

Ba Tang gio méi néi: “Thir d6 1a do ciu c6 y ném xudng dat?”

Pa Cat gt dau: “Chic, luc bo téi lAn dau tién, nhan lac anh budng loi canh giac tbéi da bo
xudng dat trudec, chinh 1a dé chd anh gidm vao truot nga.”

Lit Canh Nam tham nhd: “U'm, trwéc khi tdn cong da tinh todn sdn dwong lui cia doi
phwong, chi trong thoang chéc ma sdp dit dwoc cam biy, qua khong hé 1a tho sdn gidi nhat.
Hon nita, tdc d6 dot bién lic tdn cong chinh dién Ba Tang ciing c6 cdn ban kha virng vang.
Cha, hay day.” Vay la Pa Cat va ddm nguoi Trac Moc Cwong Ba lién cung 1én truc thing bay
vé phia Tay, tirc toc bay dén khu vuc nghéo kho nhit hoang lwong nhat & phia Ty Tay
Tang.
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Cung thoi diém ay, trong dai sdnh ctia thén Céng Bo, vi truwedng ldo c6 vang tran rong 1én
tiéng hoi: “Pi roi a?” Na Tham gat dau: “Vang, bon ho ngoi 1én con chim sit, bay di roi.”

Trwdng 3o nghe xong gat dau vay tay ra hiéu cho Na Thim c6 thé€ lui di, dong thoi
ngoanh sang nhin vi tredng 130 mi dai, twa h6 nhw dang hoéi y. Trwdng 1o mi dai néi: “Vi
Thanh st dau tién da di roi, vi Thanh s th hai ciling di ro6i, vong Luan héi da khéi dong,
nhitng ngwdi con sét lai trén manh dit nay cling phai theo vét chan cta cac vi tién boi, di
tim noi Thanh dia 4y. Chung quy thi van 1a s6 ménh, chung quy thi van 1a s6 ménh!”

Vi tredng 1ao mii sw tir hoi: “Vay con vi Thanh s thir ba? Vi Thanh s dai nhan thi ba c6
con dén chd ching ta nira hay khong?”

Trwdng 130 mi dai lac dau: “Khong c6 nira dau. Vi Thanh st ddu tién da mang chia khoda
di, vi Thanh st thi hai dd mang Héng thach di, Canh ctra Sinh ménh da déng lai, khéng con
thr ma cdc vi Thanh st can nita roi, vi Thanh st th ba sé khong dén dau. C6 diéu, 1an nay
Nam phwong Ngoai Kim Cwong vién cia ching ta c6 thé bat lién lac dwoc véi Bac phuong
Ngoai Kim Cwong vién, thi cling coi nhw khéng udng céng cay diang khé s& & chdn khong
nguoi nay sudt mot nghin nam, roéi sé dén mot ngay, Man Pa La sé trung hién 1én anh sang
chéi ngoi.”

Vi tredng ldo tran rong noi: “Toi cb linh cdm rat manh liét, hai vi Thanh st 1an nay khac
han v&i nhirng vi trwedc day, bon ho chic chan sé tim dwgc Than miéu cudi cung, dai than
Ma Hé Tha La & trén troi cao quan sat, nhat dinh sé phu ho cho ho.”

Trudng ldo mii sw t lo 1dng ndi: “Nhung trong cac ghi chép dé lai, trong thin miéu cudi
cung ngoai gido ly ctia ching ta ra con c6 loi nguyén dang so d6 nira, néu 1& bat can... hiu
qua sé kh6 ma twdng twong néi.”

“we

Vi trwedng ldo tran rong thip giong ngdm nga: “Mot khi d€ mau tanh vy ban bic thang
Thanh miéu, vd s tai wong sé un un kéo dén nhw tuyét 1&, gidng xuéng tat thay moi noi. Tat
ca thanh thi déu sé bién thanh noi hoang phé khéng mot béng nguwdi, giong sai lang an cw
bén dw¢i Thanh dan, 1t doc xa phoi ning trén bac cip, lwdi nhén bit kin khung cira, lodi hoa
chét choc né khip mit dit ménh moéng..” Khong sai, trong s6 sach nghin ndm trwéc cua
thon lang chung ta c6 ghi lai nhw vy, nhung chiing ta phai tin rang cac Thanh st c6 du nang
lwc dé gidng phuc tit thady moi diéu ta ac trén doi.”

Vi truedng ldo miii sw tir bit an thé dai: “Nhwng ma cac vi Thanh st dai nhan déu da quén
di thin phin ctia minh, va lai con ¢6 doc trén ngwdi vi Thadnh st thit hai nita... Nhiéu nhit
chi con s6ng dwoc hai ndm nira théi.”

Vi trrdng 130 mi dai néi: “Cat Twong Thién MAu, Pai Cat Twdng Thién MAu, Luc D6 Mauw,
cac vi 4y déu s& chiéu c6 lo ling dén ngudi ganh vac st ménh, ddy khong phai chuyén ma
ching ta c6 thé lo ldng dwoc.”

Trong khe sdu khong thiy anh mat troi dwdi long dat...

“Hirm, 1am dwoc 13m, Loi Ba.” Merkin tdn thwdng. Trir moOt s¢i bi ban chéch, nam soi
thirng da dwoc ban hét stirc chuin xac tir bo bén nay sang vach da ddéi dién, khodng cach
khong gian hon hai tram mét da dwoc noi lién.
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Hai mét L6i Ba nheo lai thanh mét khe hé hep, cwdi cudi néi: “Ong chi qua khen roi.”

Sau khi trai qua dot hudn luyén quén sw ctia Merkin, quan hé cia cd ddm nguwdoi nay va
han da khong chi 1a gitta chd thué va ngwoi 1am thué nira, ma hau hét nhitng thanh vién da
dwoc huin luyén déu ndy sinh thém cam giac kinh s¢ véi Merkin, khién bon chung khong
dam phan khang han.

Merkin ngoanh lai nhin TAy Mé, thiy tén nay dang lanh ling quan sat, cip méit tam giac
thoang 16 mot tia nhin khién ngwoi ta phai rung minh én lanh. Y hi€u rat ré muc dich cta
Merkin, nhung ddi phwong lai nim trong tay quan bai chét khién y khong thé nao mé
miéng dworc.

Soares noi: “D€ tdi qua xem trude thé ndo, ndi khdng chirng con cé co quan cam bay.” Noi
doan, y da bam day thirng bién mit trong bong tdi mit mung.

Muoi phut sau, khong thay héi 4m, bon Merkin dirng bén b& khe vue s6t rudt cho doi. Lai
thém muoi phiat nita troi qua, van khong c6 tin hiéu gi, Merkin khong kim dwoc nira, giat
14y b6 dam noi: “Soares! Soares! Anh nghe thiy gi khong? C6 phai da dén roi chwa? Soares...”

Lat sau, mot qua phdo sang ban vot 1én bau khong den kit, chirng td Soares da sang bo
bén kia an toan, sau d6 la tiéng ret ret khi Soares m& may bo dam: “Mau qua diy ma xem,
bon nguwoi phwong Pong nay biét phép thuét... Troi dat od, anh khéng biét dwoc dau... hung
vi qual”

Hét qua phdo sang nay lai dén qua phio sadng khac tir tir bay 1én, Merkin dang bdm &
doan gitra soi day thirng biét diy 1a do Soares dang quan sat toan bd Pao Huyén Khong tw
ban lén. Y hoi ngdng dau, lién trong thdy mot kién tric dang Phat thap cao khodng chin ting
nhwng dwoc xay 10n ngwoc. Ca toa Phat thap 16n nguoc treo lo 1trng trén khong trung, trong
nhw nui Tién trong Pao gido truyén thong ctia Trung Qudéc vdy. CAm giadc dau tién hién ra
trong dau Merkin Ia... Khong thé tin n6i, day la do giac. Kién tric 16n nhw thé, sao cé thé treo
nguoc trén khong trung duorc!

Qua phdo sang tiép theo ban 1én, Merkin lai nhin thdy ro rang, thi ra khdng chi c6 mot toa,
ma la vd s6 nhirng thap bay tang, thip muwoi hai ting, 1én nho 16n nguwoc twa nhw nhitng
ngon nui Up nguoc troi lo lirng gitra khdng trung, trong béng téi tham u kia lai con cé khong
biét bao nhiéu toa thap ndu minh nitra. Néu nhw noi nay khéng 4n minh trong béng téi, lai
c6 thém hac tién may troi, thi nhirng thi Tién dién, hay Lang Tiéu bao caca trong truyén
thuyét chac ciing chi dwoc thé ndy ma thoi.

Merkin bam day thirng bo dén chd Soares dirng. Soares dang nging dau nhin trong tw
thai hét sirc xuit than. Chd nay 1a phan dinh cia mot ngdi Pao Huyén Khong tw, mot dang té
dan hinh bat giac rong hon tram mét vuong, c6 lan can da vay quanh, chinh giira strng sirng
mot twong Phit cao ba mét, xung quanh twong Phat la tdm vi b6 tat, hién gia. Day thirng c6
gan moéc cau clia bon y ban tir bén kia sang déu gam vao nhitng twong da nay.

Pén bén mép lan can, cti ddu ngd xudng, 1a viee sdu hun hit nhin khong thiy day. Vi ting
trén cung nay co dién tich 1&n nhat, cang xudng dwéi cang thu hep lai, thanh ra du dieng &
tang nao nhin xuéng dwdi déu chi thiy vwc siu tdi tdm, khién nguoi ta khong khéi rung
minh kinh so.
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Merkin dén bén canh Soares, cat tiéng héi: “Bon ho lam thé nao vay?”

Soares lai bidn mot qua phdo sang nira lén, tré vao phan bé clia mot ngdi Pao Huyén
Khong tw, chi thiy trong béng dém cé mét canh tay vwon ra, twa nhw Thac Thap Thién
Vwong nang toa bao thap 16n ngwoc, chdng d& cho ngdi chuia. Merkin 14m bam néi: “Thé
nay... thé nay thi trai 1é thwong qua roi. Phan bé nhé nhw vy chong d& ca dinh thap khong
16 nhwong nay, khong thé nao gitt dwoc thing bang mot cach chuin xac, ma cling khong thé
chiu ndi trong lwc, mot canh tay bang da nhw vy vweon ra khong trung, 1am sao ma dé& dwoc
ca mot vat thé khong 16 nhw thé nay ch?”

Soares lac dau: “Khong biét. C6 diéu, tda thap nguoc ndy ciing do mot canh tay bang da
chong d&, day la toa thap 16n ngwoc gan bo vee bén kia nhat, nhitng toa thap khac déu &
phia sau né, con dau bén kia khe vwc thi con cach toa thap nay it nhat cling phai hon tram
mét nita. NGi cach khac, chiéu rong thwc sw cta khe virc nay chic chan phai trén bdn tram
mét.”

Lac nay, nhitng ngwoi khac trong déi cua bon y ciing da lan lwot sang dén binh dai bat
gidc. Merkin ra 1énh cho tha ha dét 6ng chay sang, binh dai lp tic sang birng 1én.

Soares noi: “Phai tim dwong xudng dwdi thoi, chung ta phai tir mit thadp 1én nhat nay
xuong dén ting dwéi day thap, sau dé di men theo cai rweong da khong 16 ma sang bo bén
kia ctia khe vwc, nhung & diy duwong nhw khéng c6 dwong nao di dwoc. Ngwoi Co Cach co
dai lam sao ra vao dwoc nhi? C6 1€ phai tim 16i ra trén thin miy twong Phit nay théi.” Y
budc dén trueéc madt pho twong Phat & gitra, khong dé€ y dén pho twong Phat ba mat hung di
ma lai nhin cham chip vao cai méc st bi odn ra nam trén mat dat. Loai moc ciu ban ra bang
phdo tir lwc nay uy lwc kinh ngwdi, cho du la da hoa cwong ciing ¢ thé xuyén vao dwoc sdu
dén may mét, nhung cai méc sit nay khong ngd lai bi oan ca di. Anh mat Soares dan dich
chuyén Ién cao, cudi cung ciing phat hién ra mot vét han rat nhat trén than pho twong Phit,
y goi Merkin lai néi: “Anh nhin xem, méc ciu hop kim st cta chung ta lai khong ghim vao
ndi twong Phat nay... twvgng Phit nay khong ngo lai 1a hop kim dong. Mot pho twong 16n thé
nay, toan bo déu duc bang dong ca day.”

Merkin 14y ra mot thi vii khi dang bta trong nhw cai cudc chim leo nui, dung stc dap
manh vao pho twong Phat, lwc phan chan khién canh tay han té ran ran, twong Phat khong
phét ra tiéng dong nao, Merkin tic ludi noéi: “Dac rudt, kha 1am.”

Soares tim khdp mdt lwot trén than twong Phat dong, phat hién mot cai chét 1ay, bén béo
tit ca lui lai, sau d6 chuyén déng co quan, chi nghe tiéng “két két” vang 1én, mot phién da &
sat mép dai bat gidc bat tung, dé 16 ra diy bic thang di xuéng dwdi. Mot thanh vién khac
trong doi dung may do kiém tra xong bao cdo chat lwgng khong khi bén trong cho phép con
nguoi tién vao.

Soares git dau: “Gi¢ c6 dwong roi, nhwng rét cudc 1a ching ta phai di téi dau dé tim cai
Phap mén kia chtr ha?”

Merkin dap: “Tén nhoé con ay khong biét, tredng lao trong lang ciing khong biét, chiing ta
chi con cach ctt thing dwdng ma tién, néu c6 16i ré thi tich ra tim kiém thoi.”
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Soares chdm chich: “Anh 1a vi Thanh st c6 phap twéng va hué can nhit, canh ctra ctia Bac
Ba La chi c6 minh anh mé ra dwoc ma thoi.”

Merkin gidn dir quat: “T6i da bao dirng bao gio nhic lai 10 cta ba ldo gia dién Ay nira!”
N6i doan, y xoay ngwdi lai dan do dam thd ha, “Chac 1a mot tAm ban dd khac cing chat liéu
vGi tAim ban do trudc diy cta ching ta, chiing may nhé ca réi chir. Biy gitr ching ta sé
xubng dwdi do, nhé cho ky, ¢t hai mwoi mét lai d6t mot dng phat sang.” Dt 1od, han quay
lai bao Soares, “M& dwong di, cho ching toi xem thanh qua cua anh thé nao.”

Soares gat dau: “Khéng vin dé.” Y rat ra mot cai hop nho, bén trong khong ngo lai c6 mot
con bd ciu trang, nhung phan dau con chim nay da bi ngwoi ta dung tha thuat gan 1én mot
cai may nhé nhu hop diém. Soares tha con bd ciu trang xudng phia trudc 16i vao, 14y ra mot
b6 diéu khién nhé nhw chiéc dién thoai di dong, dén xanh & cai hop diém trén dau con bo
ciu sang l6e 1én, trén man hinh dién thoai di ddng cta Soares lién xuat hién hinh dnh, duwéi
sw diéu khién ciia y, con b ciu dip canh bay thang vao trong ngon Phat thap dao nguoc.

Tinh hinh bén trong dwoc truyén ra ro nét trén man hinh dién thoai di dong cia Soares,
chi thiy bén trong toa Phit thap nay la mot khéng gian chinh thé, khong cé phan ting, ciu
thang vong quanh twong Phét thap theo hinh xody trén 6c di xudng dwédi dén tin bé thap,
chinh gitra toa thap la mot cot tru 1én, xem ra chinh c6t tru nay chong d& cho ca toa Phit
thap, vi str dung k§ thudt da quang nén hinh anh hién 1én man hinh toan mét mau xanh lét,
khong nhin ré dwgc nhitng ndi dung khac. Soares noi: “Co thé di xuéng, xem ra khdng c6
van dé gi hét, ky la that, khong ngo lai 1a mot toa thap rong, sao lai xy nhirng cong trinh
kién truc thé nay nhi?”

Doan nguwoi di theo hang mot tién vao, bb ciu trang bay trwdc mé dwong, ngwoi di dau
phu trach dét 6ng phat sang. Nhirng bic thang xay trén vach twong toa Phat thap 16n nguoc
str dung cong nghé twong tw cdng nghé san dao®, duc mat trén twong da vao, hoic tir lic
xay thap da dé lai hdc tréng, roi cim cac thanh xa da, ké dé ghép van gb lén trén, ctr thé
vong dan xudng dwéi. Nhitng tAm van gb nay ciing khong biét 1a dung chat liéu gi ma ca
ngan nam rodi van chwa muc nat, khi di hét mot vong thang, c6 thé nhin thdy cic xa da trén
dinh dAu déu c6 rat nhiéu hinh khac trang tri. D6 1a hinh twong Phi Thién Da Xoa va cac loai
tiéu quy, nhw thé ching dang & trén dau doi theo quan sat nguoi di bén dwdi. Trén vach
twong con vé vo so hinh anh trong cac ciu chuyén Phit gido, mét phan da bong tréc nham
nhd, ca Merkin va Soares déu khong thé doan dwgc ham nghia ctia ching. Mot doan san dao
c6 lan can bang gb, di bén trén cam giac rat an toan, c6 diéu trén lan can gd iy con c6 rat
nhiéu vong sat, c6 nhirng vong con treo cad mot soi xich sat gi dén khong con hinh dang gi
nira, khé cham vao mot ci 1a lién kéu 1én “dinh dang dinh dang”. Bén trén cot tru 1om & gitra
dudng nhu ¢é rat nhiéu thir, nhung hiém ndi khoang cach qua xa, nén tir lic xuéng dén gior
van khong thé nhin cho ré dwoc. Soares doan 1a hinh khic twong Phat, con Merkin thi cho
rang day la co quan bay rap gi do.

Soares nhin toa thap treo ngwoc hét strc phin van, tai sao phai xay kiéu nhw thé? Hon
nira lai con rong & bén trong. Nhwng ca ngwdi nghién ctiru rat sdu vé Tdy Tang nhu Merkin
cling khong biét gi vé van dé nay.
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Maii dén khi ca bon di dwoc ntra dwong thi méi nhin ré, bén trén cot tru khong 16 & giira
4y chi chit vé&t gi mau xanh 1ét, con nhitng chd khong bi gi lai 4nh 1én sic twa nhw vang kim.
Soares kinh hai th6t 1én: “La tru déng, hop kim déng c6 pha thém kim loai khac nira, cot tru
dudng kinh nim mét, cao hon trdm mét nay khéng ngd lai 1 tru bang dong! Chang trach no
c6 thé chéng d& dwoc ca toa thap 16n ngwoc, cai bon ngwoi dy, cdi bon nguwoi 4y, ho 14y &
diu ra ma nhiéu dong thé nhi, trod oi!”

Con MerKkin lai chd y dén v6 s6 vong lén trén than tru dong, nhin c6 vé nhu hop kim sit
hodc 1a kim loai gi ddy khac, nhiéu vong con ling ling thém nhitng soi xich sat gi hoen gi
hoét ra, c6 vé giong hét nhirng vong sat xich sit & lan can gb bén canh bon y. Merkin nu6t
mot ngum nwéc bot: “Toi... toi nghi... t6i nghi 1a tbi biét nhitng toa thap ngwoc nay dung dé
lam gi ro6i.”

Soares hoi ngay: “Dung dé lam gi?”

Merkin noéi: “C6 thiy nhirng vong sat trén tru dong kia khong? Chung dwgc bd tri thang
hang véi nhitng vong sat & lan can bén nay cla ching ta, sau dé gan xich sit vao. Mot nghin
ndm trudc day, trong tda thap 16n ngwoc nay han 1a phai c6 vo sd sgi xich sat nhw thé vat
ngang trén khong.”

Soares hoi: “Lam thé dé lam gi?”
Merkin run giong dap: “Tu luyén.”
Soares khéng hiéu beén hdéi lai: “Tu luyén?”

Merkin git dau: “Toi tirng nghe néi Tay Tang c6 dai c6 mot ton gido da bién mat. D6
khong phai Phat gido dich truyén, cling khong thuin tdy 1a Ban gido c6, ma 1a mot thir ton
gido tiép nap Phit gido Mt téng, dong thoi cling bao dung ca gido ly Ban gido c6 dai. Bon ho
dé ra kh4u hiéu ‘Phat binh dang véi chiing sinh, ta tirc 12 Phat’. Cling khong rd 1a bat dau tix
doi ndo, cac gido do6 cda ton gido nay biét dwoc mot phwong php rén luyén than thé dac
biét. Bon ho c6 thé tw do khong ché nhip tim, ho hip, sw bai tiét chat dich, thAm chi 1a bat ct
co nang nao lién quan dén su trao d6i chat trong co thé minh. Téi tin rang anh ciing tirng
nghe qua kha nhiéu nhitng chuyén nhw thé, chang han nhw vi dai sw Yoga nao diy bi chon
dudi dat, chi dung mot cai 6ng dé hit thé, hai thang sau dao 1én van hoan toan khée manh;
hay bac ky nhan nao dé tw xwng ca doi khong ti€u tién 1y mot 14n; ngoai ra con c6 rat nhiéu
tin bén 1é twong tw nhw vay nita, thuc ra dé chi la mot s6 nang lwc co ban ma bon ho c6
dwoc sau khi tu luyén theo phwong thirc dac thu dé ma thoi. Ton gido nay chinh la Mat tong
ma truwdc day toi tirng nhac véi anh! Gido dd cia ton gido nay toi goi 1a Mat gido do! Py von
l1a mot tén gido khong biét ra doi vao thoi diém nao, cling da bién mat trong mot giai doan
nao dé cua lich s, nhung trong qud trinh diéu tra nghién ctru, t6i lai phat hién ra khong
phai tén gido nay da hoan toan tuyét diét, ma gido d6 ctia n6 da nhw nwéc chay lan nhap vao
cac ton gido khac & Tay Tang va cac khu vyc xung quanh nhw Phat gido, Ban gido, phai Yoga,
Tang Mat, Puwdong Mat, An M4t, Nhat Ban Mate, dau dau cling cé nguw¢i ctia bon ho.”

Soares nhin cot tru dong khdng 16 héi: “Vay nhitng soi xich sit kia chinh 1a d€ bon ho
dung tu luyén a?”
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Merkin dot nhién kéu 1én: “Toi ding 1a ngu that! Bit dau tir huyét tri, bat dau tir ltc
chiing ta nhin thay cai huyét tri & Canh ctra Sinh ménh tai Mac Thoat, t6i da phai nghi ra roi
m&i dung, tir dau dén gidr chiing ta van dang diéu tra vé cai ton gido dang so khong hiéu vi
nguyén nhan gi ma da dot nhién bién mat trong lich st dy. Nhirng twong Phat & Canh clra
Sinh ménh, nhitng co quan bay rap va ca twong Thién thi co quan Phat & C6 Cach kia nira,
tit ca déu la san phadm cua ton gido dang s¢ d6. N6i nhw vay, cong trinh xdy dung Bac Ba La
than miéu va toén gido nay chic chdn 1a c6 quan hé truc ti€p véi nhau. Khéong hiéu 1a su kién
ton gido nay dot nhién bién mat trong lich st c6 lién quan gi véi Bac Ba La hay khong niva.”

Soares lai héi: “Thé nhitrng soi xich x3t nay thi dung dé tu luyén gi vay?”

Merkin lic dau: “Tdi cling khong ro nira, c6 diéu nhitng s¢i xich nay chic 1a dé tu luyén
mot loai cong phap gin nhu 1a di trén day thép dy. Lic tim hiéu tdi tirng nghe néi rang,
trong Mt tong c6 rat nhiéu loai phwong phap tu luyén c6 quai ma ching ta khong thé nao
ly gidi noi, trong dé c6 mot loai tu luyén la an uéng ngu hay bai tiét tat cd déu chi trén mét
soi day thép nho nhw dau ngén tay. Twong truyén ngudi tu luyén phai & trén diy thép may
ngay lién, nhitng soi diy thong thwong déu cach mat dat ca hon tram mét, hodc bén dudi
toan 1a lw&i dao nhon, tém lai hé roi xudng thi chi c6 mdt con dwong chét.” Merkin chi vao
tru dong noéi ti€p: “Anh nhin ma xem, tlr phan gitra nay tré xudng khdng con vong sat nira,
cach dudi bé it nhit cling phai ndm muwoi mét, tir do cao nay roi xudng chét 1a cai chac.”

Soares 1dm bam noi: “Pay 1a ton gido quai gi viy, huin luyén con tan khéc hon ching ta
nam doé nira.”

Merkin néi: “Ctk vira di vira xem thoi, khong biét phia truéc con gi niva day.”
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A ~ AAY /= Y

Truyén thuyét veé nui than

Truwc thing bay qua diy ndi Cwong D€ Tuw va nii Pwong Co Lap, doi may bay & Lhasa roi
bay thang dén C8 Cach. Theo yéu cau cta Lit CAnh Nam, trén may bay da chuin bi méi chin
b6 vii khi trang bi hoan chinh. Trén trwc thang, Pa Cat da hoc cach st dung mii chiéu sang
va den pha, cling nhw céc thao tac don gian nhw két thirng... Nhwng anh chang lun r6 rang la
hirng thu véi con chim sat biét bay nay hon nhiéu, ngéi trén tric thiang ma khong lic nao
chiu yén. Anh ta da khong con cdm gidc mat tw nhién lic méi lén may bay lan dau tién nira,
c hét nhin céi no lai so céi kia, cling c6 lic nhitng hanh dong ky quai ctia anh ta khién moi
nguoi bat cwdi, nhit 1a nhirng lic Pa Cat nhin qua ctra s6 xuéng bén dwdi - doi véi anh ta,
day nhat dinh 1a mot chuyén khong thé nao tin noi.

Luc truc thing bay qua huyén Phé Lan®, Pa Cat dot nhién chi ra ngoai clra s6 kéu toang
1én: “P6 1a ni gi thé? 6 1a ndi gi thé?”

Bén ngoai ctra s6 khoang mdy bay, & phia xa xa, gitta dai ndi dai nhap nho, mét ngon nui
tuyét hién 1én sirng sirng, ndi bat trdng todt mot mau, twa nhuw ngon kim tw thap tac bang
ngoc, toat Ién mot vé hoan toan khac biét véi nhirng ngon nii xung quanh, thanh khiét, tinh
l3ng, trang nghiém. Ngon nii khoan thai quan sat méi mot con nguwoi di qua nd, noi voi
ngan van chung sinh bang phwong thirc duy chi né mai cé, va tir trdm van nim nay, né van
tinh 1ang do6i nhin phong vin bién 4o, ddu chuyén tinh doi nhw thé. Vang dwong chénh
chéch chiéu trén nhirng géc canh khic tac tinh x3o lai cang pht 1én toa tao vat cla thé gidi
tw nhién nady mot sic mau hoa 1é tuyét tran, du cho cach xa bao nhiéu ching nita, nguoi ta
cling vin cdm nhan dugc mé luc doc ddo toat 1én tir ngon nii.

Ngoai Da Cat hay kéu todng 1én ra, nhitrng ngwdi con lai trén may bay déu chim ddm vao
tinh lang. Mic du tin nguwdng ciia moi ngwdi khong giéng nhau, nhung ngdm nhin ngon nui
phia xa dg, trong long ai ndy déu dang Ién cung mdt cam xuc. Trwdc sy than Ky ctia tw nhién
vi dai, co h6 c6 mot thi strc manh khién nguwoi ta virt bé hét moi duc niém trong dau, quén
di hét thay cong danh, linh hon thoang bdng binh yén tinh ling, phdng phit nhw dwgc mot
lan rira t6i. Trwde strc manh than thanh do6, cho du chi mot chit am thanh, ciing sé pha hoai
ca bau khong khi trong lanh tinh khiét ma cao nha 4y.

Gidy 14t sau, thdy Pa Cat van con héi mai, Nhac Dwong mdi 1én tiéng: “D6 12 nti Cwong Dé
Tuw, trong 1ang cac anh han phai c6 truyén thuyét vé né chir nhi?”

“Nudi Cwong D& Tw?” DPa Cat gang sitrc suy nghi, roi lac dau, “Khdong cé dau, nhung chac
chan d4y 1a mot ngon nui thin, gidng nhw nui Thién Mau 4y.”

“Khong phai ch, nti Cvong Dé Tw néi tiéng thé co ma, sao cac anh & do lai khéng biét?
DPinh Cwong Nhan Ba Té, h6 Ma Bang Ung Thace, anh chwa nghe qua bao gior ha?”

Pa Cat lac dau: “Ngon nti than ndy, xem ra con thanh khiét thiéng liéng hon ca dinh
Thién Mau nira, cé phai la nti than khong? Nhat dinh la nti than ding khong?”
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Nhac Dwong néi: “Khéng chi 1a ndi than théi dau, ma con la ngon nui than thanh nhit niva
do.”

“Puwgc roi.” Lat ma A La Ién tiéng dirng cudc ddi thoai clia hai ngudi lai, n6i ngan gon voi
ba Cat, “P6 chinh la Clru Trung Van Tu son!”

“Al” Pa Cat lap ttrc tac 10, khoe miéng run run, nwéc mat dot nhién trao ra tirng giot I1om
13 cha tudn roi, ngdy ngiy ngan ngin 1am bam maiy ciu, “DPé... dd... chinh 1a Ciru Trung Van
Tw son? Noi & ctua than? That khong vay? Dai, dai phap su? Pa Cat tbi lai c6 thé nhin thiy
Ctru Trung Van Ty son hay sao?” Poan anh ta lién hwéng vé phia nti than ma dip dau bai
lay.

“Clru Trung Van Tw son?” Nhac Dwong luc tim trong ky (rc mdt hoi, cudi cung cling nhé ra
d6 1a cach goi dinh Cwong Nhan Ba Té ctia ngwoi Twong Hung. Ngon nii than nay dwoc vo
s6 ton gido, phai hé c6ng nhén 1a ndi than dirng dau trong cac ngon nui than: trong Ban giao,
né la trung tam cua thé gi¢i, trong Phit gido nd la trung tAm cla vii try, 1a noi giai thoat cla
ngudi sang 1ap ra dao Jainaw, ciing 13 thién dwong cta vi thin chi cao vo thwong trong An
b6 gido, Shiva. Pinh ndi chinh Cwong Nhin Ba Té chinh la veong mién cda quéc vuong,
quanh ndm tuyét phu l4p lanh, di mot vong xung quanh né c6 thé tiy rira hét sach moi toi
nghiét, di mwdi vong thi ¢ thé mién chiu ndi khé luan hdi chén dia nguc A Ty, di mot tram
vong thi thing thién thanh Phit. Truyén thuyét va than tich vé ngon nti nay nhiéu nhu sao
trén troi, tin dd cha né rai khap moi noi trén thé gi¢i. Tram nghin ndm nay, vo sd tin do da
di vong quanh swon nui nay, bat ké 1a nghich chiéu hay thuin chiéu kim déng ho, bon ho
déu thong qua nghi thirc quy bai va ngwdng vong nui thin dé thu vé sy an Gi noi tAm hon.

O phia Bong Nam ngon nui thin thanh chinh 13 ho thin ding d4u trong cac ho thin, hd
Ma Bang Ung Thac, méi khi may tan mu tanh, &nh phan chiéu cta nti than sé hién 1én trong
h6 mot cach than ky, két hop bén nhau, nui dy ho6 iy cling dwoc rat nhiéu tin do tho phung,
coi la mét do6i v chéng. Tén ctia ho than ludn sanh vai bén canh nui than, h6 Ma Bang Ung
Thac chinh la T4y Thién Dao Tri trong Pai Pwdong Tdy Vwc ky cia Pwong Huyén Trang, cling
13 noi & ctia Thién Nga trong stt thi An 6. Than h chi chi (hd chia té clia cac hd thin) 1a
cach goi trong kinh Phat. Trong mat cac tin do, nwdc thanh trong hd cé thé rira sach ngii
déc, tham, sin, si, dai, 40 ctia con nguwdi, thanh tiy moi phién nio trong tim, uéng nwéc &
day con c6 thé tri bénh, kéo dai tudi tho, con ngwdi nao dén bai té di vong quanh hé mot
vong, nhit bat c thir gi thudc vé cai ho nay, thi déu la 4n hué cta Quang Tai long vrong
ban cho, at s&é mang dén s giau c6 ca mot doi.

Nhac Dwong van con dang hoi twdng lai, thi Pa Cat da thuc hién xong nghi thirc bai dai
chin céi, quay sang héi lat ma A La: “Vay c6 phai giong nhuw trong truyén thuyét, trén Ciru
Trung Van Tuw son c6 hai bién 1én twong treng cho sinh ménh va ti vong? Con ca thuy tha
canh gitt b6n phwong vy quanh Van Ty son nira?”

“Ha!” Ngwoi phat ra 4m thanh dy la Trac Moc Cwong Ba, thdm chi gd con khong tw chu
dugc ma nhém dirng diy, mat tron trirng trirng nhin Pa Cat. GA cin ban khong thé ngd
rang, thuy tha bao vé bdn phwong lai xuit hién mét Ian nita, chdng nhirng thé lai con lién hé
v&i ca nii Cwong DE Tw. Lai con ca bién 16n twong trung cho sinh ménh va tir vong kia nira,
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ching c6 quan hé gi véi Canh cira Sinh ménh va Canh ctra Pia nguc ma nguoi lang Pa Cat
canh gitr?

Sau khi con chin dong qua di, Trac Moc Cudng Ba phat hién DPuwong Man dang nhéo nhéo
tay minh, con nhitng nguw¢i khac thi déu nhin chdm chdm, méi nhin ra minh di thit thé,
bén chdm chim ngbi xudng. Lai nghe lat ma A La néi: “Pung vay, bién tao sinh ménh va bién
két thic sinh ménh déu van & trong nui than, thuy thd canh gittr b6n phwong ciing chwa
tirng roi di mot budce, chi co diéu... tén cia ching da khéng con nhw nghin ndm truéc nira
roi.”

“Day rot cudc la chuyén gi thé? Sao ching t6i chwa bao gior nghe néi dén nhi?” Nhac
Dwong thay Trac Moc Cwong Ba cudp 1oi 1én tiéng hoi.

Lat ma A La néi: “H6 than va mot ho khac d6i xirng véi né trén ndi Ceong P& Tuw déu ndi
tiéng ca, chac 1a moi ngwoi déu biét chi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Cé phai dai sw ndi dén ho than Ma Bang Ung Thac va hé quy Lap
Ngang Thac?”

Nhac Dwong cling swc nhé ra, cach ho thin Ma Bang Ung Théac khong xa, chi wéc chirng
mot dwong vach, con c6 mot hoé nwéc dwoc ménh danh 1a hé quy Lap Ngang Thac. C6 truyén
thuyét n6i hai h6 nay vén la mot cdp vo chong, cling c6 truyén thuyét néi ho Lap Ngang
Thac nhw vang nguyét & phwong Tay, con ho thin Ma Bang Ung Thac la mat troi & phwong
Pong. Theo cac chuyén gia khéo ciru, hai h6 nay trwéc day thong nhau, vé sau bi tach roi do
vin dong dia chit, nhung ciling tirng c¢6 séng dao néi lién lai, vé sau muc nwdc thay doi nén
1ong sdng dao khd can, dén ngay nay c6 1& hai day ho van con thong véi nhau. Diéu khién
nguoi ta khong thé tin dwoc 1a nwéc trong ho than thi trong veo mat ngot, con nwéc ho quy
lai chét xit ddng ngat; hd than nhitng khi troi trong thwong phan chiéu Phat quang trén
dinh than son, con h6é quy thi quanh ndm miy mu m¢ mit, mdt hé vira u &m vira ky bi,
twong truyén mau sic nwdc ho 4y ciing bién 4o bat dinh gitra ba mau xanh, den, trang. Ngay
nay, ngudi ta van di qua khoang gitra hai ho dé tién vao Phé Lam.

“Ma Bang Ung Théac, Lap Ngang Thac? Pay la tén gi vay?” Pa Cat nguoc lai to ra hét sirc
mu mo doi véi nhivng cai tén twdng chirng ai cling biét nay.

Lat ma A La néi: “Pay chinh 1a tén ngdy nay cta ching d4y, noi sinh ménh sinh ra va noi
sinh ménh két thic sém da bi ngwoi ta cho vao quén lang roi, ta nghi, sau nay cé 1é khong
con ai nh¢ dén nira dau.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba thic mac: “Pai su, ngwdi c6 thé cho chiing tdi biét nhitng cai tén nay
rét cudc 12 thé nao hay khong? Tai sao tén ma Pa Cat nhic dén lai khac xa tén ma ching toi
biét dén thé?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia, chic 1a cau ciing biét ndi than Cwong Nhan Ba Té
dwoc vo so ton gido nhan la Thanh dia t6i cao cua ton gido minh. Cudc tranh dau gianh giat
quyén phat hién va chi quyén ddi véi nii than chwa bao gi¢r gian doan trong lich st ca, moi
gido phai déu ndi rang nui thin Cwong Nhan Ba Té 1a Thanh dia duy nhit ctia ho, ddng thoi
moi gido phai déu dit cho nui than nhitng cai tén khac nhau, trong dé ciing bao gom ca ho
thin va h6é quy. Trong cudc tranh dau iy, Kkich liét va loi hai nhat chinh 1a Ban gido nguyén
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thiy & cao nguyén Tay Tang va Tang truyén Phit gido, tén ma ngay nay chung ta biét, chinh
12 do ngwoi chién thang dit ra, con tén ma Pa Cat nhac dén, cd 1& 1a tén c6 tir thoi vueong
triéu Twong Hung.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan luc nay ciing l1én tiéng: “T6i hiéu roi, twong truyén Ma Bang Ung
Théac 12 tén do gido do Phat gido dit sau khi chién thing gido do Ban gido, y nghia 1a ho Bit
Bai, trong tw liéu ciing c6 nhac dén chuyén nay.”

Lat ma A La dwa mit nhin gido sw Phwong Tan, roi ti€p tuc néi: “Ma Bang Ung Théc thuc
ra la tén c6 tir thoi vieong triéu Tho Phon, nhwng khong phai la tén do cac gido d6 Phéit gido
chién thang Ban gido dit ra diu, con céi tén tir thoi veong trieu Twong Hung dé lai thi chinh
xac 1a da bi lich str nhan chim tir 1au 1dm roi. Trong lich str c6 mdt quang thoi gian rat dai,
cac gido do Ban gido di ngwoc chiéu kim dong ho vong quanh nti thwc ra la dé khéng cho
phép nguoi khac dung bit cv phwong thirc nao ti€p cin ngon nui than nay. Cho dén ngay
nay, ndi thin méi mé rong vong tay rong lén cua no, ti€p nhan tin d6 véi da loai tin ngwdong
khic nhau tir khdp noi trén thé gi¢i dén day. Thuc ra, trong gido phai ma tdi tu hanh, y
nghia ctia nui than va hai cai h6 16n nay la: Cru Trung Van Tuw son twong tring cho luin hoi
lién mién khéng dit, con hoé than tic 1a noi sw s6ng sinh ra, h6 quy la noi sw séng cham dut,
van suw van vat trong dai thién thé gi¢i déu khéng nglrng luan hoi xoay chuyén gitra song va
chét. Néu moi nguoi c¢é chit hiéu biét vé tén gido thi chic sé biét y nghia twong trung nay
bao ham ca 1y ludn vé Ban gido 14n ly luin luin hoi cia Phat gido, ca nhan tdi thi cho rang
quan niém nay san sinh trong thoi ky diu cla cudc chién gitra Phit gido va Ban gido, khi ma
hai bén van con chwa phan cao thap ré rét.” Ngoai miéng néi vay nhung trong long lat ma A
La lai dang thdm gao thét: “H6 Bat Bai, d6 la cai tén vwwong triéu Thoé Phon dat dé ky niém
Pao quan Anh Sang! Quén roi, thé nhan thay déu quén hét ca roi!”

“0,” Truwong Lap noi, “bién noi sw séng sinh ra, khong phai la rat gidng véi cach néi hién
dai hay sao?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan git dau: “Chung ta khong biét tw twdng triét hoc cia c6 nhan thé
nao, nhwng & Tay Tang dung la c6 rat nhiéu cach ndi cuc ky an khép véi khoa hoc hién dai
ngay nay, chang han nhw noéi ngwdi tir khi tién héa ma thanh, day Himalaya tirng 1a dai
dwong, su sOng bat ngudn tir bién...”

Nhac Dwong dot nhién noi: “Vay thuy thi canh gitr bon phwong do, liéu c6 phai chinh 1a...”

Lat ma A La gat dau dap: “Pinh Cwong Nhan Ba Té con mot tén khéc, goi 1a chiia té clia
moi dong nuwédc, 1a noi bat ngudn cia bdn con séng thanh c6 tén 1an lwot dwoc dit tén theo
bon loai déng vat.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thap giong noi: “Séng Sw Tuyén, séng Twong Tuyén, song Ma Tuyén,
song Khong Twdec... Day... diy chinh 1a thuy thd canh gitr bén phwong w?”

Lat ma A La diém tinh néi: “Khéng giéng nhw moi ngudi nghi cho 13m, thuwe ra bén cai tén
nay cling nhw tén Ma Bang Ung Thac vy, déu 1a tén do ngudi chién thing dit ra, bon ho giit
lai cAch dit tén trwéc d6, nhwng lai khong biét y nghia bén trong nhitng cai tén ay. Thoi
vwong triéu Thd Phon tri vi, tén bon dong séng nay dich nghia nguyén ban phai I1a ‘tir miéng
suw ti chay ra’, ‘tit miéng voi chay ra’... Ngwoi ta khong biét tai sao lai dat tén nhw vy, lién
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cho rang nhitng noi 4y rit giéng véi may loai dong vat nay. Néu c6 co hdi dén tin noi xem,
moi ngudi sé thiy thwc ra rat khé tim ra moi lién hé giira tén goi véi cac dia phwong dé. Néu
dwa theo mét s6 ghi chép con sot lai cia gido phai chung t6i, trong lich st tirng xuat hién
cach dit tén thé nay, Nanh so6i bdo vé phwong Tay Bic, Vudt dai bang uy chin phwong Tay
Nam, Than thé cta voi 1én va Strng bo Yak Ian lwot & phwong Dong Bac va Pong Nam. Hon
nita, bon cai tén nay vén ciing khong phai dé chi bdn dong song thanh nhw moi ngudi van
nghi, ma la bdn mat cda dinh Cwong Nhan Ba Té, twong trung cho bén loai strc manh va bon
nguyén t6é 16n ma doi nguoi phai cé. Séi twong trung cho strc séng, voi twong trung cho
than thé, bo Yak twong trung cho sw phon vinh, dai kim bang twong trung cho linh hon.
Dbong thoi, bon loai dong vat nay ciing chinh la t&r dai thuy thit bao vé bon phwong.”

“Khong gidng 1o ké cda cac vi trwedng 3o thén Cong BS 1am.” Trac Moc Cudng Ba noi.
Lat ma A La dwa mit nhin Pa Cat hoi: “0’ chd cac cdu ngudi ta néi nhw thé nao?”

Pa Cat néi: “U'm, 1 ra 1a tiéng gdm cda séi tuyét cao nguyén, nanh vust cia manh hé, mat
cua dai bang, sirng ctia bo Yak méi ding.”

Lat ma A La gat dau véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Cé cach néi dy, 1a do cung véi dong thoi
gian thay doi, thé gi¢i trong long c6 nhan cling ndy sinh bién déi. T& phwong thuy thi ma
toi noi cd 1€ 1a cua thoi ky Phat gido méi 1én cao nguyén Thanh Tang nay, khi iy vwwong triéu
Twong Hung sdp diét vong nhung ciing chwa hoan toan diét vong, ngwoi Twong Hung coi
Ctru Trung Van Tu son la trung tAm thé gidi, thuy thi bdo vé tir phwong ctia ho chinh 13 séi,
voi, dai bang va bo Yak Tay Tang. Con bén loai thi ma Pa Cat noi, d6 la thuy thu cia thoi ky
vwong triéu Tho Phon, 14y Lhasa lam trung tim. Chién ngao, manh ho, dai bang va bo Yak
Tay Tang chinh 1a thuy thd bao vé cho bén phwong clia nwéc Thd Phon. C6 mot diéu chac
gido sw Phwong Tan ciing biét 1a mdi qudc gia mdi dan toc déu cé totem va tin ngwdng riéng
clia minh, khi chién tranh khién cac viing lanh thé thon tinh 1an nhau, nhitng van hoa va tin
ngudng doé cling dung hop lai, khéng cé thir gi 1a bat bién vinh vién ca. Thuc ra ca hai cach
dat tén nay déu da c6 bong dang cta thin thd bao vé trong Phit gido, chi c6 diéu khong
giong tén ctia bon con s6ng ma ngay nay moi nguoi déu biét ré diy thoi, tén ngay nay thi da
hoan toan Ia tén trong Phit gido roi. Tam gac nhitng tén khac sang mot bén khdng néi, chi
ndi riéng séng Khong Twéc thoi, trede khi Phit gido thdm nhip vao cao nguyén Thanh
Tang, nguoi Twong Hung tuyét doi khong bao gior 1dy Khéng Twéc ra dé dit tén cho song
dau.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan thic mac: “Nhwng trong Phat gido thi dai bang cling 1a mot loai thuy
th ma, ha tit phai thay bang tén Khéng Twéc?”

Lat ma A La dap 1&i: “Khong sai. Thuc ra & thoi ky dau ctia vieong triéu Thé Phon, 6 18
van dait tén dong séng d6 1a Dai Bang, s& di dung Khéng Twéc minh virong trong Phat gido
dé thay thé dai bang la bdi vwong triéu Thé Phén sau khi hoan toan chinh phuc Twong
Hung da c6 y ddi tén dong séng dy. Pwong nhién, & diy c6 mét phin rat1én 1a quan diém ca
nhan cula tdi, ching tdi van chwa cé chirng ci truc tiép, du sao thi ngdy nay nhirng tw liéu
van ban c6 xwa nhat cling chi c6 thé truy nguwoc vé nhirng ghi chép & Pon Hoang, hau hét 1a
tw liéu tr sau khi vweong triéu Thé Phon thanh 14p, con cac tw liéu thoi vieong triéu Twong
Hung thi da bién mat hoan toan. Ma ching ta mudn tim Bac Ba La than miéu, c6 mot phin
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rat 1én noéi dung can phai truy ngwoc vé thoi vieong triéu Twong Hung méi dwoc. Day la
thach thirc I&n nhat trong cong tac thu thap tw liéu cia chung ta diy.”

“Doi chit da,” Nhac Dwong néi. “Bac Ba La than miéu dy bién mit trudc khi veong triéu
Thé Phon bi diét vong co ma nhi, ¢6 lién quan gi dén vwong triéu Twong Hung diu ch&?”
Lat ma A La lic dau: “Nhung cau ché ¢ quén, mau chét dé tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu la
nguwdi bd toc Qua Ba, 1a Pao quan Anh Sang, mudn tim hiéu vé bon ho budc phai truy tim vé
thoi ky trwdc veong triéu Twong Hung. Cling nhw chuyén di C6 Cach lan nay cda ching ta
vay, c6 lién quan rit 1on téi veong triéu Twong Hung, ¢ thé néi 1a n6i lién mot mach ciing
khong ngoa; huyén Phd Lam nay, chang phai cling chinh 13 noi phét tich cua C6 Cach vwong
diy hay sao?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Pai sw, thuy thd canh gitt bdn phwong nay rét cudc la chi gi vay?
Chung khong chi 1a mot thir van héa va tin ngudng ma thoi dung khong?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Con nhé nhitng gi t6i néi véi cau t6i hdm qua khéng? Tt dai thanh tha
canh gitr bn phwong nay tuyét d6i khong don gian chi la mét loai totem. Trén cao nguyén
c6 dai, mdi qudc gia déu cé thuy thu clia riéng minh, chiing khong phai totem, ma 1a nhiing
vi than bao ho thwc sw ton tai. Toi da bao trd vé toi sé ndi chuyén véi ciu roi ma.”

Trong lic moi nguoi tro chuyén, truc thing da bay vao dia gi¢i Trat Dat. Tho 14m twa nhw
4o anh dap vao mit nhitng ngudi ngodi trén may bay, mat dit bién thanh sic vang, quai thu
va thanh tri xen 1an vao nhau, con rong khdng 16 dang cudn tron ngang dau lén gam ru,
trong khong trung phang phat vang 1én tiéng ti va dong vang vang. Bay qua vung dit hoang
vu cin cdi ndy cdm giac twa ho di xuyén lich st, tré vé thoi dai hdong hoang vay. Mat troi lan
& Trat Dat tron, to, dep mot vé thé lwong ma cd phac, sic twa nhw mau do vé trén gidy trang
tuyén. Gié budt lanh théi qua, cudn lén 1&p cat tir rc van ndm trudc, 1i c6 duy nhat cé thé
sinh ton & vung dit nay rap cui xudng, run ray rap rinh theo con gié. Noi nay, noi nay chinh
la C6 Cach day roi, né cling nhw tat cad nhirng vieong qudc da bi lich st 1ang quén khac, da bi
vui l4p trong phong tran tué nguyét, lang 1& nam gitra diy Himalaya va dinh Cwong Nhan Ba
Té, cung dién huy hoang thud nao da hdéa thanh cat bui, gi6 théi cat bay, vo so truyén thuyét
dep thé lwong ciling bay bay trong gi6 cat, canh vat lwdt qua, chuyén xwa twa nhw may nhw
Khoi.

Di dudng cad mot ngay troi, mic du khong phai di bd, nhung van khién moi ngudi cam
thdy hoi mét mai ué o0ai, khi dong song Twong Tuyén nhu mot dai lua bac vat qua mat dat
vang sét, ca doan ngudi méi cdm thiy thw gian phan nao. Mat troi hoang hon hat 1én song
Twong Tuyén ngoan ngoéo udn khiic mot 16p mau vang doé ruwc ré 14p lanh, 1au thap va
twong diéu khic phan chiéu dwdi mat song déu tré nén lung linh sinh dong. Gido sw
Phuwong Tan nhé dén mét bai tho ¢, “Pai mac ¢ yén truc, trweong ha lac nhit vién”, canh
vat trerc mat dai dé€ chinh 13 nhw vy ddy, mot sw hoang vu dam chim trong dong song lich
stt. Mdc Thoat la 6¢c ddo c6 doc trén cao nguyén, noi 4y c6 thdm thuwc vit phong phad va
nhirng ciy dai thu rop tan; con vung dat Trat Pat nay lai 1a go hoang cda cao nguyén Thanh
Tang, chi c6 mot thir dat vang trai dai ngat tAm mat, c6 cat bay mu mit khap troi. Nhin canh
sic 4y, trong long ngudi bdng dang 1én ndi quanh hiu cé tich ctia cac vi doc hanh hiép khach
thoi ¢6, 1ang dang khap chdn giang ho, troi dit bao la rong 16m, phia trwdc 12 s6 ménh khong
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thé doan biét, khong thé do ban than minh quyét dinh, diéu duy nhAit c6 thé lam chi 1a nim
cho chac thanh kiém trong tay.

Nhin xudng, nhitng canh rirng dit giéng nhw thanh tri, nhw quai thd trai ngat mat dwdi
clra khoang mdy bay, manh d4t can c6i bac mau hoang vu khong cd ciy hoa 14 trong 4nh tan
dwong toat 1én vé dep bi trang la thwong, khién moi ngwoi cdm gidc nhw dang theo buéc
chan vwong tir A Ly tién vé phia T4y, lai cang c6 cdm giadc hao hung nhw Khoa Phu du6i mat
troie vay. Nguoi ta thwong ndi, dén A Ly ma khong thdy thé 14m, coi nhw 1a chwa tirng dén
A Ly. Vung tho 1am cao thip 16 nhé nay da tré thanh biéu twong dic biét ciia vung cao
nguyén phia T4y, tir trén cao nhin xudng, ¢ chd giéng nhw thanh quach phwong Tay, c6 chd
lai giong dién dwong phwong Déng, long cung loan cac, 1au quynh thap ngoc, toa nay noi
lién toa kia, lién mién khong dirt; mé rong tAm mat ra xa dan, vét dé hong kéo dai dwdi vang
tich dwong kia mdi ltic mdt lan rong, hoa 1an vao vung thd 1am cao thip nhip nhod bén dudi,
vira giong nhw sa mac ménh méng ao at, lai nhw may doé chit chéng. Cham chi nhin thit 14y,
sé& sinh ra 4o gidc khong biét minh dang & chd nao, khéng phai dang dirng trén mat dit, ma
cling chang phai lo lirng trén khong, phang phit nhw canh dep mo ho bién 4o kia da bi kéo
lai gin ngay trué'c mat, mudn hoa nhip véi than ta thanh mot thé vay.

Trong cdm nhin thdm my ky di 4y, cic d6i vién vira bay trén cao vira tim ki€ém muc tiéu.
L&r Canh Nam noi véi moi ngudi, Nap Nam Thép 1a than Ran sang tao thé gi¢i cia Mat tong,
thé 1am tuy 16n nhung cac chuyén gia khao sat thuc dia da danh ddu miy chd twong tw
nhau trén ban d9, trong dé nhirng chd hinh dang giéng ran khéng 16 rat it 6i. Hon nita dua
trén tw liéu ma Pa Cat va thon Cong BG cung cip, hinh dang dai thé ctia thd 1am hinh ran da
dwoc vé ra, diéu bon ho can lam bay gi¢ chi 1a Ian lwgt nhin dién ma thoi.

Da Cat chi ngon tay, trong ranh siu phia trwé¢c, mot con ran khéng 16 udn khic ngoan
ngoeo, dau ngang nguc rong, dwong dwong tw dac, dong song Twong Tuyén chay bén dudi
né lién tré thanh con sau nho hién lanh. ' dau bén kia ctia con ran khéng 16, bat nge hién
1én m& mo may nép nha. Lit CAnh Nam va lat ma A La dwa mét nhin nhau, qua nhién dting
nhw bon ho nghi, & noi nay, nha nwéc dang tién hanh nghién ctru khao sat khoa hoc.

“Dén noi roi.” Lir CAnh Nam ra lénh, truc thing lién tir tir ha xuéng. Vira xuéng khoi may
bay, Pa Cat da phan khich 16n nhao miy vong lién. Truwc thing ha cdnh xuéng phan dudi cta
Nap Nam Thap. Nhin tir dwéi mat dat, Nap Nam Thap vé co ban la mot qua nuai dat khong 16,
thd 1am tir tir cao dan 1én doc theo mot con ddc kéo dai, 16 chd c6 dén tram ngan 16 thing,
trong khong khac gl mot cai t6 ong bap cay phdong to 1én vo s6 1an ca. Nhung rat ré rang,
nhitng hang dong 4y tit ca déu la hang Phat; twong Phat bén trong tdm anh ta dwong, tuy
chi hién lén 1o mo nhuwng van nhin ré tw thai. Nhac Dwong nging dau 1én néi: “Pay... day la
noi nao thé?”
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CHUONG 24 DAO HUYEN KHONG TU

Nhitng d6m Ira nhé két thanh mot vét dai 4y khién lat ma A La nhé dén hinh anh 6ng
tirng nhin thay trong qua khi: twong than Ma Hé Thu La khéng 16 viron ra mwoi tdm canh
tay, mdi canh tay nAng mot tdoa Phat thap ddo ngwoc. Twong truyén, d6 chinh 1a thién phong
dé nguoi xwa tu luyén. Rat lau rat 1au trwde diy, nhirng Mat tu gid veot qua cip cach tit sé
c6 vinh du tién vao Thanh dia tu hanh & cip d6 cao hon nay. Lé nao...I1é nao..diy chinh la
Théanh luyén dwong cia Mat tu gia da bi chon vui trong lich st hay sao?!
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192 [ A Ay /7 ~ "
Gap lai tran do da khong 16

Lir CAnh Nam noéi: “Pay 1a mot di chi ctia virong triéu C6 Cach do doan khao sat khoa hoc
cda nha nwéc phat hién vao thip nién chin mwoi cua thé ky truwéc, hodc cé thé noéi 1a di chi
cia Twong Hung cling dwoc. Theo tw liéu khao sat hién nay, tong cdng c6 ba tram bay mwoi
chin hang, bdo ton hoan hdo dén khodng nim muwoi phin tram thi chi c6 bay hang, bén
trong c6 vd s6 twong diéu khic, bich hoa bi thoi gian hiy hoai, van chwa thé khdo chirng
dwoc nién dai lich st 1a tir khi nao. Vi cd khu vwec A Ly nay con cé rat nhiéu di chi cho dwoc
khao sat nghién ctru, thé nén di chi ndy mic du trwéc nay van chwa mé cira voi thé gidi bén
ngoai, nhuwng ciing khong hé dwoc dwa vao hang muc bao vé.”

Truong Lap dém so' qua mot lwot, nghi hodc néi: “Cé hon ba trdm hang thoi sao? It thé
thoi a?”

L&t Canh Nam l4c d4u: “Néu cOng thém ca nhitng hang dong hoan toan tréng rong, khong
c6 chut gia tri khao sat khoa hoc nao, wéc chirng c6 khoang hon ba nghin hang...”

Nhac Dwong khé khan nuét nwéc bot danh we mot tiéng, néi: “Hon ba nghin hang! Vay
ching ta cir tim tirng cai tirng cai mot, thé chang phai ca ngay troi cling khéng tim thiy hay
sao?”

“Viy nén dirng mit thoi gian & diy nira, chung ta chia lam hai nhém. Trac Moc Cwong Ba,
Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap, Ba Tang, miy anh cao 16n cwong trdng, mau lén phan dau cda
Nap Nam Théap; chiing tdi bat dau tir phan dudi, tim tirng hang mot, khong dugc bé qua bat
clr dau vét nao, may bay trwc thang sé & trén cao hiép déong quan sat.”

ba Cat ndi: “Toi... toi cling mudn di véi Thanh st dai nhan!”

“Khong dwgc!” Lir Canh Nam biét ro, sau khi Pa Cat roi khoi thén Céng B6 lién nhw con
khi thoat khoi 16ng, ma c6 thi chdang yén tdm chit ndo véi anh chang lun tit nay. “Lap tic
xuat phat, nhé gitr lién lac.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwa mit nhin Pudng Man, hai ngudi khé mim cwoi, roi tach ra. Trac
Moc Cudng Ba va miy ngwdi Ba Tang, Trwong Lap deo nhitng chiéc ba 16 1on trén lung, bat
dau di vong 1én phan diu cua con réong khong 16 uén khic.

“Luc ndy & trén khong nhin xudng, so bd wéc tinh con ran khdng 16 nay dai khoang nam
kilomet, ching tbi sé dén trong mwdi phut niva.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba vira chay vira bdo céo.

“Biét roi, chung ti bat dau kiém tra cac hang dong day. Khi ndo dén noi bao lai cho tbi.”

“Pa hiéu.”

“Doi chat d3, Cwong Ba thiéu gia.” Vira ra khoi tAim nhin cla miy ngwdi nhom Lit Canh
Nam, Nhac Dwong lién goi moi ngwoi ding lai. Anh chang chi vao doan dwong day khe ranh
chang chit phia trwéc, néi véi Trac Moc Cedng Ba: “Nap Nam Thap chi 13 mét ngon trong
rat nhiéu ngon ndi dat & viing thd 1am nay, mét khi da bwéc vao thé 1am, hai bén déu 1a vach
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cao ngat, nhin thi cé vé khac nhau, hinh thai muén vé, nhwng chi di miy bwéc théi la sé phat
hién ra, ta khong thé nao xac dinh dwgc phwong hwéng chinh xac dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba noéi: “Y cau la con dudng nay khong phai dudng tit di thing 1én phan
dau Nap Nam Thap nhw ching ta nghi a?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Téi dé nghi chiing ta vong xa thém chtt nita, doc theo con séng dy. Vira
ndy trén may bay tbéi da quan sat réi, mac du di dwong vong hoi xa, nhwng né 1a mdc chi
dwong chinh xac duy nhat day.”

Trwong Lap tan thanh: “Pung thé, con séng nay khéng phin nhanh, c men theo d6 ma di
at khong lac dwong. C6 phai vay khong anh Ba Tang? Anh Ba Tang?”

Chi thiy Ba Tang dang nghi hodc quan sat thé 1am viy quanh ho, c6 lic lai dot nhién xoay
ngoat ngudi mot tram tdm muwoi do, twa nhw cd diéu phat hién gi. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba ndi
v&i Treong Lap va Nhac Dwong: “Plrng qudy ray, hinh nhw anh ta dang nhé ra diéu gi do!”

Trong ky &c cia Ba Tang, thd 1dm bién héa mudén hinh muén vé kia dang khong ngirng
trung 1ap 1én mot doan ky trc ndo dé. Thanh tri, ding roi, anh ta da thiy mét toa thanh tri,
cling giong nhw tho 1am & day vay, nguy nga hung vi, khi thé phi pham, nhung két cdu khéng
phai dit cat, ma 1a nham thach kia. CoOn mau sdc! Phai roi, mau sic chinh 13 thir mau vang
tich dwong dang 1an xuéng sau ring nui hat 1én thé 1am, do... d6 nhw mau vay!

Thé nhwng, ngay sau d6 lién xuat hién mét hinh anh khién nguwoi ta phai rung minh run
rdy, d6 1a vo sd canh tay va cang chin nguwoi trang &n, tua tda vwon l1én troi cao, khong
ngirng chuyén ddong nhung nhic hét nhw mot con siu thit nhiéu chan. Nhitng canh tay cang
chan khéng ngirng nhu ddng, chic chin 1a canh tay va cing chan clia con nguoi chir khong
sai!

“A!l” Ba Tang nhu bi thir gi d6 ddy bat ra, giat ban minh Iui vé sau mdt bwdc, khong thé
nao nh& ndi gi nira. Trac Moc Cwdrng Ba dirng canh dé 1ay anh ta, ha giong héi: “Nhé ra diéu
gi ha, anh Ba Tang?”

“Mau sic, mau sic gidng hét nd.” Ba Tang chi vao thd 1am xung quanh: “Ngoai ra khong
con gi nira, chiing ta di thdi.” Noi doan, anh ta thAm nha: “Nhitng canh tay cang chan 4y, rot
cudc 1a chuyén gi nhi?” dang nghi vy, dot nhién bdong thiy séng lung lanh lanh.

Trén dwong, Nhac Dwong hoi Trwong Lap: “Anh néi xem, con sdng nay la dong chinh hay
la nhanh phu ctia séng Twong Tuyén?”

Trwong Lap ndi: “Chac 1a nhanh phu théi, nhoé thé nay, cwdi ngwa 1a 10i qua dwoc roi.”

Nhac Dwong noéi: “Toi thidy khong giéng, trong sa mac song nhw thé nay da dwoc coi la
song 1on roi diy.”

“(r day khong phai la sa mac, ma 13 thd 1am.” Trwong Lap sita lai.

“Cuwong Ba thiéu gia, anh n6i xem, néu ching ta dén thon lang & phia sau Nap Nam Thap
kia, liéu c6 thu hoach dwoc gi khong nhi?” Nhac Dwong lai hoi Trac Moc Cwong Ba.
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Trac Moc Cuwong Ba lac dau: “Chiac 1a khong dau. Nguoi thon Cong BS vOn da canh gitt &
d6 tir mot nghin ndm trwdc, con C6 Cach thi mot thoi gian rat dai da tré thanh ving dat
hoang, cw dan déu la mai vé sau méi di cw t&i, néu cé lién hé gi, Lir Canh Nam nhit dinh da
néi véi ching ta roi, du sao thi déi khdo sat khoa hoc cia nha nwéce ciing tirng dén day khao
sat ma.”

Trwong Lap héi: “Thé dan cw trudc day cua Co Cach di dau ca roi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lac dau: “Khong biét, c6 gia thiét cho rang sau khi chién bai ho da bi
giét hét, cling c6 gia thiét nodi ca dan toc da roi di, nhwng di diu thi khéng thé biét dwoc.”

Nhac Dwong quay sang nhin Trwong Lap: “Anh nghién ctru cai kiéu gi thé? Chuyén nay
ma cling phai hoi.”

Trwong Lap cai chay cai c6i: “Tat nhién la tbi biét roi, téi chi nghi 13, nghi la khong hiéu
Cuong Ba thiéu gia c6 biét thém diéu gi hay khong ma théi.”

bi dwoc nira dworng méi thay bén bo song thap thoang xuit hién miy con dé dang vuc
dau u6ng nwéce. Nhin thiy c6 ngwoi dén, bon ching khong tranh ciing khéng nhwong 16i.
Trwong Lap ngac nhién héi: “O’ day sao lai c6 dé nhi?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Phia trwdrc con nhiéu hon nira kia.”
Trwong Lap héi: “Sao ciu biét?”

Nhac Dwong dwong dwong dic y khong dap 1¢i. Vong qua mot khic ngodt, qua nhién phia
trwdc xudt hién cd mot dan dé 1on, Trweong Lap ndm ba 16 Nhac Dwong giat lai hdi: “Sao ciu
biét!”

Nhac Dwong vira chay vira néi: “Van dé don gian vay ma ciing phai hoi! Bon dé 4y khong
so nguoi, thém nira quanh day con c6 thon lang, thém nira lic ching ta dén day, phia Tay
Nam lién thang mot mach dén dai dong c6 & chd nui tuyét, chang khoé gi cling nghi ra dwoc
day 1a dé cta dan cuw song gan diy nudi, ma dan cw & diy da nudi dé thi khéng thé nao chi
nudi hai ba con, cling khong thé nao dé bon dé di xa qua dwoc, vi thé...”

Luc ndy, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang chay dau tién bdng tha budc chim lai, cudi cliing thi
dirt khoat dirng han luén. Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap déu dirng lai nhin gi. Ba Tang chay
qua may buwdc, cling ngoanh dau lai nhin Trac Mdc Cwong Ba vdi anh mat ky quai.

“Sao viy? Cwong Ba thiéu gia?” Nhac Dwong hoi.
Trac Moc Cwdng Ba chi phia truéc 1ap bap noi: “D4... d6 1a tran d6 da khong 16 kia!”

Nhin theo hwéng ngén tay Trac Moc Cwong Ba, mot ving cd xanh muwét nhw tim tham
trai rong, dan dé trang mudt dang ung dung gam cé dudi anh chiéu ta, cé con nghich ngom
vay nwdc bén bo song Twong Tuyén, miy cot da khong 16 quay thanh hinh tron, nwéec ling,
gi6 yén... Canh twong 4y thiat khéng khac nao mot khu veon dia dang ma than linh so y bo
quén lai gitra chdn thd 1dm rat mot sdc dé ruc nay vay. May ngwdi bon Nhac Dwong chua
thiy tran d6 da khong 16 & Nam My bao gio. Déi véi bon ho, miy ciy cot da cao cao nay
ngoai tac dung ting thém vé dep cho toan thé canh twong trwdc mat ra, thi khong con y
nghia gi hét. Nhwng cdm gidc ma trian d6 da khong 16 nay mang dén cho Trac Moc Cwong Ba
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lai hoan toan khac. Nhirng tdng da khdng 16 dwoc dung dirng, sap x€p gin nhw gidng hét
tridn d6 da khdng 16 & noi yén nghi cla t6 tién ngwoi Kukuer trong rirng gia chdu My. Néu
xung quanh khong phai 1a th6 1am 1é6m chém, Trac Moc Cudng Ba ¢6 18 ngd rang minh da lai
tré lai rirng rAm chau M§ mat roi.

“Cai ndy, quan trong 1am ha?” Nhac Dwong hoi.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap: “Khong biét nira, ching ta qua xem thé nao. T6i c6 mot cam giac
rat ky quai.”

Trwong Lap gt dau: “Dwoc thoi, thi qua xem thé nao.”
Ba Tang c6 vé phan doi: “Khéng can thiét phai mat thoi gian thé chi.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Xem mot chut cling diu can hé gi.” Poan bon nguoi lién di vé phia dan
dé.

Cang lai gin, tran d6 da khéng 16 cang khién nguoi ta thiy la ky. Nhirng tang da to twdng
dy sao tw dwng lai dwoc dung & day l1am gi? Hon nira bén trén lai con chat tang da 16n khac,
twa nhw dat qua trirng ga 1én trén céi diia cim thing ditng, co hd mot tran gi6 cling co6 thé
thoi cho d6 nga ddi dui. Nhitng tdng da nay cao thi khoadng ba bén mét, thip thi ciing chirng
hon hai mét, bén trén quin mot sé kinh phwén va khin hadaw, bén dwdi thi c6 da Ma Niw
va sirng bo phi mét 16p cat day mau sic gidng hét nhw thd 1Am xung quanh, tir trén cao
nhin xuéng noi chung khong thé phat hién ra dwoc. Mot ngwoi chin dé dang nam ngira bén
canh trdn d6 da khong 16, g6i dau 1én mot tang da nho. Dot nhién thiy cé ngwdi la dén, anh
ta lién vo vO bui cat trén ngudi, chAm rai ding 1én.

Chi thdy nguwoi chin dé ndy mic 4o da dé non mau den, deo mdot cai Thién chiu hai mat
l1am trang strc, tudi khodng trén dwdi bdn muoi, grong mit den dua da han sau nép nhin,
nhoén miéng cuwodi 16 ra ham ring triang x6a. Anh ta quan sat bén ngwoi bon Trac Moc
Cudng Ba mot hoi, doan héi bang thir tiéng phd thong khong dwoc lwu loat cho 1am: “Cac
ong... dén du lich h&?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dung tiéng Tang tra loi: “Khong.”

“Al” Ngwoi chin dé nhe rang cudi cwdi: “Toi biét roi, dén khao sat phéng! Ti tén 1a Khiic
bia Xwong Ba, nha tbéi & ngay gan diy thoi, dé cia tbi di cd mot ngay roi, dén day nghi mot
lac. Cac 6ng c6 mudn vé nha téi ngoéi néi chuyén khong?”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba cdm on roi nhd nhan tir chéi. Sau khi giéi thiéu qua cac thanh vién
trong doi, gd ma&i hoi: “Xwong Ba, ching t6i chi mudn héi mot chut, anh c6 biét lai lich cac
tru da nay khéng?”

Xwong Ba nhin may tru d4 sau lwng minh, dap: “Ong néi cai Tw B6i Pa Nhan nay ha? Nghe
noéila da dwng & day tir rat 1au rat 1au roi, toi nhé 1a di vé phia Nam ciing c6 cac tru da giong
thé nay, nhung khéng 1én thé nay diu, ma cling khéng hoan chinh nhw & diy nira.”

“Tw B6i Pa Nhan?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba trim ngdm suy nghi, khong cé 4n twong gi hét. Ba
Tang gio cb tay 1én, v6 vd vao chiéc dong hd nguyén tir dang deo, y 1a thoi gian khong con
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nita. Trac Moc Cwong Ba hiéu y, gt dau noi véi Xwong Ba: “Cam on anh Xwong Ba, ching
toi con c6 viéc phai di truwére day!”

Xwong Ba néi: “0, di luén ha? Tdi con twdng cac 6ng dén dé nghién ctru Tw BSi Pa Nhan
nira kia, thé thi h6m nay may tru da nay khong phai do cic dng di chuyén a? Ky quai that
diy nhi?”

“Anh noi gi ha?” Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba quay phit ngwoi lai, tirc téc hoi: “Anh ndi may tru da
nay hom nay da bi di chuyén ha?”

“Khong phai hom nay thi 1a hom qua, t6i hom kia tdi dén diy diu c6 gidng thé nay dau,
ong xem chd ndy, con ca chd nady nira, vén 1a khéng phai thé dau, 1a ai diy da sip dat lai
day.” Xwong Ba noi.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba quang ludn ba 16 xudng dat, bat ngo chay dén kiém tra nhirng tang da
c6 nguoi di chuyén 4y.

Ba Tang nhiu may. Trwong Lap thi ldy lam khé hi€u: “Chuyén gi thé nay?”

Nhac Duwong ciing bé ba 16 xudng, néi: “Truc gidc ciia Cwong Ba thi€u gia manh 13m. Khu
vuwc quanh diy khong thé c6 nhiéu du khach di qua, hon nira ddi khao sat khoa hoc ciing
khong & day, nhirng tdng da 16n thé nay cling khéng phai hai ba ngwdi c6 thé nang lén duorc.
RO rang la ngwoi lam chuyén dy c6 muc dich gi d6.”

Trwong Lap hiéu ra, voi néi: “Y ciu 13, c6 kha nang do bon Merkin lam ha?”

Nhac Dwong dén canh Trac Méc Cwdong Ba, cing quan sat diu vét tang da dé lai trén mit
dat. Nhirng vét tich nay chirng té Xwong Ba khong néi d6i. C6 may tang da vén nga dé dudi
dit da bi di chuyén, bén canh cic diu tich cii con c6 thém vét lun tron cia gia d&. Nhac
Dwong noéi: “Dung con doi, tai sao ho phai di chuyén nhirng tang da nay nhi?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba vira 14y trang bi trong ba 16 ra, vira néi: “Chac chan 1a c6 lién hé gi
diy, chung ta phai bdo lai véi Lir Canh Nam da. Nhac Dwong, ciu kiém tra xem rot cudc cé
bao nhiéu tdng da bi di chuyén, c6 thé tim xem tang nao dich chuyén té&i ché nao khong.
Trwong Lap, cdu gidp Nhac Dwong mot tay, xem xem c6 phat hién dwoc déi phwong st
dung nhirng céng cu gi, ngoai ra con dé lai diu vét gi khac khong. Anh Ba Tang canh gidi,
anh va Xwong Ba Itia dan dé ra chd nao xa xa mot chut, d€ chd nay trong trai thong thoang,
dwoc khong, Xwong Ba...”

Loi gi con chwa dit, Lir Canh Nam da phat tin hiéu lién lac: “Thé nao viy? Gin muwoi lam
phtt rdi, cAc anh van chua t&i noi a?”

Trac Moc Cwdong Ba hoi dap: “Ching tbi c6 phat hién mdi, c6 1é 1a da tim thidy mot noi
Merkin di qua. O’ bén bo séng Twong Tuyén c6 mot tran d6 da rat 16n, sém hom nay hoic
hoém qua da bi ngudi ta di chuyén, hién gior ching tdi van chwa biét rét cudc 1a chung cé lién
hé gi v&i 16i vao hay khong.”

L& Canh Nam hoi: “Cac anh cén gi?”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba néi: “Cho tdi néi chuyén véi thiy gido, ching t6i can tw liéu trong
may tinh cda thay ay.”
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Giay lat sau, da nghe gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Nghe bao cac cau cé phat hién méi ha?”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba noi: “Vang, thay gido, thiy tra giup t6i Tw Béi Pa Nhan, xem c6 tim
dworc gi khong. Lic ching ta hoc tip nghién ctru chwa c6 tra dén cai nay.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan dap: “Tw B6i Pa Nhin? Chi c6 bon chir 4y thoi a? Nhw vy thi may
tinh tim ki€m sé cho ra rit nhiéu két qua do.”

Lat ma A La ding bén canh 1én tiéng: “P4y 1a Bia Vii try, 1a di tich vién c6 tir thoi veong
trieu Twong Hung hodc trwdc cd vwong triéu Twong Hung con lwu lai. Ong c6 thé tim tran
do6 da khong 16 & A Ly, nhw vay thi dé tim hon mot chat ddy.”

Chi lat sau da nghe gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Tim thiy réi. Tw B6i Pa Nhén la cach goi cia
dan du muc dia phwong. Tw B6i c6 nghia 1a xa xwa dén ndi bi ling quén, cac chuyén gia dich
lai tén day du la Bia Vi tru.”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba néi: “Dung dé lam gi thé?”

Gido su Phwong Tan nging lai mét chit, hinh nhw dang héi lat ma A La, sau d6 dap: “Doi
mdt chit, may tinh dang tim kiém.” R6 rang lat ma A La ciing khong thé xac dinh chuyén
nay. Gido sw Phwong Tan hoi: “Cwdng Ba 3, trAn dd bang d4 nay rit quan trong véi 18i vao
ma chung ta cin tim phai khéng?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap lai: “Téi cling khong biét niva. Nhung tran do bang da nay vé moi
mat déu gan nhw giong hét cai tran d6 da chdng ta thiy trong rirng rim chau My, diy tuyét
d6i khong thé nao 1a tring hop ngiu nhién dwoc.”

Luc nay, Xwong Ba da ho hét xua dan dé tan di, Tradc Moc Cwdng Ba noéi: “Xwong Ba, anh
c6 biét Tw B6i Pa Nhan nay dung dé lam gi khong?”

Xwong Ba lac dau dap: “Ching tdi chi biét n6 rat c6 xwa roi thoi, nhitng chuyén khac thi
chiu.” Anh ta s¢& s& vanh tai bén trai, dét nhién néi, “Hinh nhw may nam trwéc ciing cod
chuyén gia cia d6i khao sat khoa hoc dén day. Ho bao thi ra la md cta vi quoc vweong cw tru
& vung gan day.”

“M6 tang?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba Idm bam: “Qua nhién...”

Bén phia gido sw Phwong Tan c6 tin hiéu truyén dén: “Vi lich st cia né qua xa xwa, nén
hién nay van chwa ré muc dich xay dwng 1a gi. Tuy nhién c6 chuyén gia nhan dinh rang
ching kha gidong v&i nhitng md tang ghi chép trong cac thw tich c6 dai tir thoi That Xich
thién vurongs.”

Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap da hoan thanh coéng tac thim do tric dia, cling quay lai bao
cio: “C6 ba tang da bi dich chuyén, néu ching t6i doan khéng 1am, thi bon ho dinh khoi
phuc nguyén trang trdn do bang da nay, nhung chwa xong. Tran do da nay c6 vé gidng nhu
mot canh ctra, mét canh ctra giai dap cho cau do tim 16i vao vay.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noéi: “Tw liéu cho thay day la mé tang t6 tién cia ngwoi Twong Hung
hodc nguwdi thoi trwede d6 nira, cdu ¢6 nhan ra moi lién hé nao khéng?”
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Nhac Duwong tram ngam: “Noi mai tang t6 tién... A, toi nghi ra roi, Pa Cat tirng néi, ‘Khi
vung dAt noi t6 tién yén nghi tdm trong 4nh dwong vang ruc rd, Dlic Phat van ning sé chi
dudng dan 16i cho ké mot long thanh kinh!” Pung 14 néi nhw vay diy.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chot hiéu ra, lién ngdng dau nhin vé phia Pong, chi thiy tho 1am Nap
Nam Thap dang huéng vé phia tran do da khong 16. Triwrong Lap néi: “Y cau 13, bon Merkin
da hoan toan giai nghia dwoc bai ca ciia Pa Cat...”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Bon ching dw da thoi gian hon ching ta, hoan toan cé kha nang nay.
DPoi chit dd, néu ma la nhw vy, trén dwong dén day, cé rat nhiéu diém moc déu dang tirng
buéc tirng budc kiém chirng lai bai ca cia Pa Cat. Van Tw luan tré vé phwong Béc, chinh 1a
chi Ctru Trung Van Tw son, chdy ra tir miéng séi tuyét cao nguyén, chang 1& 1a sébng Sw
Tuyén...

“Khong,” Trac Moc Cwong Ba cit tiéng, “trong tir phwong thuy thid ctia thon Cong B, soi
tuyét cao nguyén & phia Dong Bic, con theo nhw tén ma lat ma A La néi, phia Pong Bic la
than hinh cta voi 16n, dong song Twgng Tuyén truwedc mit ching ta diy, méi la dong nwéc
chay ra tlr miéng soi tuyét cao nguyén ma Pa Cat nhic téi.”

Trwong Lap git dau noéi: “Téi hiéu y hai ngwdi roi, trdn do da khéng 16 nay doi dién véi
cac hang dong & Nap Nam Thap, khi anh mat troi chiéu vao, quan sat tir vi tri riéng biét nao
day, sé c6 thé tim dwoc... cai hang déng c6 16i vao kia!” Nhwng chi gidy 1at sau anh chang da
tré nén nghi hoac, “Nhwng ma, anh mit troi chi€u hwéng xudng dwdi, thé 1am lai con cao
hon ca trdn d6 da nay co ma. Chang 1&, cai bong ciia nhitng tdng da 4y chi dwoc phuong
hwéng chac?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lac dau: “Khong, khoang cach xa qud, bong khong thé nao vuon xa
thé dwoc. Hon nira cac cdu nhin trdn d6 da nay ma xem, tru da & gan bo song thip hon, con
tru & phia Nap Nam Thap lai cao hon, ro rang 1a diém quan sat phai la ttr dwéi nhin 1én trén
ma&i ding, anh mat troi khong thé nao chiéu theo goc do ay dwoc.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Nhit dinh 1a c6 quan hé gi d6, phia sau song Twong Tuyén ciing c6 thé
1am, mat troi phai 1én dén mot do cao nhit dinh maéi chiéu dén diy dworc, cling c6 nghia la
go6c khiic xa hang ngay 1a c6 dinh bat bién, song Twong Tuyén... goc khic xa? La...”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing néi: “La phan xa, loi dung mit song Twong Tuyén dé thwc hién
qua trinh phan xa 4nh sang."
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2 A A
bao Huyén Khong tu (2)
Nhac Dwong b6 sung thém: “Vi tri ciia ngwdi quan sat c6 quan hé véi hinh dang chinh thé
clia tran d6 bang da, can phai dirng & mot vi tri dic biét da dit tir trwdc, sau d6 nhin theo
hwdéng anh sang phan xa.”

Trwong Lap noi: “Khi viing dit noi t6 tién yén nghi tim trong 4nh dwong vang ruc ré, dé
la chi binh minh ma bay gi¢ lai 1a hoang hon, lam thé nao bay gio?”

Nhac Dwong dap: “Ching ta khong nhit thiét phai doi dén binh minh, trdn d6 da nay va
Nap Nam Thap da c6 lién hé chat ché véi nhau, vay thi chi can biét gbéc do chiéu xa cua tia
sdng mat troi va vi tri cia ngudi quan sat, cling van c6 thé tim ra.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Thay gido, thiy nghe ré chwa? Gior ching toi sé xuéng sdng tién
hanh do géc khic xa cta anh sang. Truwong Lap s& lap may phat tin hiéu 1én tru da. Gido
quan, nh¢ ¢6 cho trwc thang & trén khong ti€p nhan tin hiéu, chup anh tran d6 da nay, sau
d6 chuyén hinh dang va két ciu cta trdn d6 da téi may tinh xach tay cda gido sw Phwong
Tan. Ching t6i cin phéan tich ciu tao clda n6 dé tim ra vi tri ciia ngwdi quan sat.”

Nam phut sau, bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba da dwa ra dwoc két ludn: goc khic xa ciia &nh mat
troi 12 15 do 46 phut, may tinh cia gido sw Phwong Tan phan tich ra toan bd tran do bang
da nay c6 két ciu hinh trirng, dau 1é6n hwéng vé phia tho 1dm, ddu nho hwéng vé séng
Twong Tuyén, vi tri ciia ngwdi quan sat rat c6 thé chinh 1a géc hep do hai bén két cdu hinh
trirng giao nhau hinh thanh. Nhac Dwong mang theo may phat tin hiéu, véi sw phéi hop cta
gido sw Phwong Tan, lAn tirng budc di chuyén dén vi tri cla nguwdi quan sat, Trac Moc
Cudng Ba va Truwong Lap 1an lwot dung may do thing bang va thuéc do géc dung cho Nhac
Dwong mot bé quan sat c6 goc ngam 15 dd 46 phat. Nhac Dwong thuin theo géc nghiéng
clia bé quan sat nhin 1én trén, tAm nhin xuyén thing qua mot tru da thap, k& d6 1a mot tru
da cao, hai diém ndi lién thanh mot dwong thang, cudi cing 4&nh mit khda chit vao mot
trong miy hang da phia doi dién.

“Tim thiy roi!” Nhac Dwong dan cam giac kich dong trong 1ong xudng, gang hét sirc binh
tinh néi. Pong thoi anh chang ciing kinh ngac nhén thay, khi ding & vi tri nay, c6 dinh géc
ngam 15 do 46 phut, khéng ngd lai chi nhin thdy dwgc mot cai hang dé, toan bd nhitng hang
con lai déu bién mat, nhwng chi can hoi ngira vé phia sau hodc nhin nghiéng, nhirng hang
khac sé 1ap tirc xuit hién trong tAm mait, tit ca nhw 4o gidc vay.

Xwong Ba to mo hoi: “Moi ngwdi dang 1am gi vAy? Po dac nuai Ran phai khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba git dau: “Pung vy, ching t6i phai di diy. Anh Xwong Ba, hét strc cam
on anh nhé, cdm on.” Poan ga quay sang bao Nhac Dwong, “Nhac Dwong, chiing toi cin ciu
& lai diy dé khéa chit muc tiéu lai.”

Nhac Dwong dap: “Hiéu roi.”

Xwong Ba lai héi Trwong Lap: “Moi ngwdi mudn 1én nti Ran ha?”
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Trwong Lap git dau: “Dung thé.”

Anh ta lién quay sang bao vé&i Trac Moc Cwdng Ba: “Tdi biét c6 con dudng tat, tir day co
thé di thang 1én ludn, c6 cin t6i dAn duwdng cho khong?”

Trac Mdoc Cuwong Ba ndm tay Xwong Ba néi: “CAm on, cdm on anh nhiéu 1dm, ching ta
mau di théi.” Luc nay thi bon ho thi€u nhat chinh 1a thoi gian.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba bdo cdo véi Lir Canh Nam: “Chidng tbi & phia nay gan hon cac c6 bén
day, ctra hang cach chd cd chirng ba cay s6, ching ta s& gdp nhau & d6. Nhac Duwong & day
khoa vi tri, roi sé dén gap ching ta sau.”

Lir Canh Nam dép: “T6i biét r6i.”

Trén dwong, Trac Moc Cwong Ba héi: “Trwong Lap, cac ciu cé con phat hién ra dau vét gi
nira khong?”

Trwong Lap dap: “Khéng co, chi biét bon chung cé céng cu ning vat ndng. Con nira, Nhac
Dwong noéi c6 1& 1a bon chiing ngdi xe dén day, nhwng khong phat hién ra diu vét g, chicla
da nguy trang roi.”

Bon ho tir lung chirng nui dat Nap Nam Thap di I1én mdt con dwdng rudt dé thang téi clra
hang dong kia, Nhac Dwong van lién tuc gitt lién lac. Mat da thdy sip dén dwoc clra hang
dong tdi noi thi trong ndi bong ndi 1én mot con gio, co hd tit ca cadc hang dong déu vang ra
tiéng vong, hoan toan khac véi tiéng gi6 lic ndy ho nghe trong hém ndi, rit cao vit, choi tai,
toat 1én mot vé dir ton ma ky di. Xwong Ba lic dAu vAn con néi néi cudi cudi, vira nghe thay
tiéng gié ndy, dot nhién sic mat bién ddi, dong thoi cling dirng ludn chan lai.

“Sao vay, Xwong Ba?” Trac Moc Cwdng Ba quay qua hdi.

Xwong Ba néi: “Moi ngudi khong nghe thay gi ha? Am thanh d6.”

Trwong Lap hon nhién dap: “Tiéng gi6 ma.”

“Khéng...” Sdc mat Xwong Ba trang béch, “khdng phai, d6 1a Hac Miéu hoang hau, dé 1a 1oi
nguyén cta Hic Miéu hoang hau! Tdi, toi chi c6 thé dwa moi nguwoi tdi day thoi, téi phai vé
day.” N6i roi khong ngo 14p tirc quay dau di vé ludn.

“Xwong Ba! Xwong Ba!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba goi lién hai tiéng, Xwong Ba méi quay dau lai
canh cao: “Tru¢c nay tdi van ludn cho rang, ndi Ran chi 1a ndi Ran, & day chang co gi hét.
Nhwng hom nay xem ra ngwdi gia néi cdm c6 sai, trong nui Ran c6 kho tang ctia nguwoi C6
Cach, Hic Miéu hoang hau khong cho phép bt cit ké nao cham vao kho tang dé c3, ba ta sé
nguyén rua tit ca nhirng ké nao lai gan, cc 6ng phai can than diy.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ngan ngudi ra gidy lat, roi méi noi: “Cam on anh.” Trong khodnh khac
Xwong Ba ngodnh dau lai 4y, ga chot cam thdy l6e 1én mdt tia quen thudc... Anh mét dé, that
bat ngd lai c6 mot vé gi do gidng vdi cha gia cua ga. D6 1a dnh mat nhin xa trong rong,
dwong nhu c6 thé nhin thiu van vat. Nhwng ga 14p tirc nhanh chéng pha dinh y nghi nay cia
minh.
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Bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba vao hang. Piy ding la mot cai hang trong huéch tréng holc,
tuyét d6i khong c6 gi. Tuy nhién trong hang da bi ngwdi ta ddo mot cai 16 16m, nhin chit dat
c6 thé nhan thiy la méi dwoc dao 1én chwa lau.

Sau khi tim dwoc cira hang, Xwong Ba dwa Nhac Dwong t&i chd giao 16 din 1én nui, sau d6
Nhac Dwong va miy ngwdi bon Liv Canh Nam cung lic dén noi. “Em sao vdy Man Man?”
Trac Mdc Cudng Ba vira nhin da phat hién ra sic mat Pwong Man hoi kho coi.

L&t Canh Nam néi: “Vira ndy di gittra dudng, sic mit cd dy chot tai nhot di, nhwng ma hinh
nhw da khong sao roi.”

Puong Man gat dau: “Em khoée 1dm, khong sao dau, chic 12 lac 1én nai chay nhanh qua
tho6i.”

Lir CAnh Nam néi: “Viy chung ta xudng d6 thoi, toi di tredc do dwong, moi ngudi theo
phia sau, xudng tirng ngwdi mot.”

Lir Canh Nam budc diy thirng vao nguoi, chdm chdm tha minh xuéng dwdi. Gido sw
Phwong Tan nhin Trac Mdc Cwong Ba néi: “Hinh nhw cu van con diéu gi nghi hodc?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap: “Vira ndy anh Xwong Ba do6 ndi, chd nay 1a kho tang cua C8 Cach
virong, bén trong c6 1 nguyén ctia Hic Miéu hoang hau. To6i nhé khi ching ta diéu tra tw
liéu, d4u c6 ciu chuyén vé Hac Miéu hoang hiu diu nhi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nghi ngei gidy 1at, doan quay sang hoi may ngudi bon Trwong Lap:
“Cac cau c6 biét chuyén vé Hic Miéu hoang hiu khong?”

Trwong Lap lac ddu quiy quiy. Nhac Dwong noi: “Toi chi biét chuyén canh sat trudng
Hac Miéu thoi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Nhirng ciu chuyén than thoai lwu truyén trong dan gian nhiéu
nhuw 16ng triu 16ng bo, ching ta khéng thé chuyén nao ciing tra ra hét dwoc.”

Lat ma A La ciing 1én tiéng: “Khéng can phai qua lo ling. Dwa vao bich hoa trong cac hang
dong truwdc d6 chiing toi da thiy cong vai tw liéu cia chuyén gia ma Lir Canh Nam dang nam
trong tay, c6 thé khang dinh rang di chi nay con lau doi hon vwong triéu C6 Cach rat nhiéu.
Muc dan hién nay déu 1a dan di cw ca, chac chan 1a ho da dem mot s6 ciu chuyén vé vuong
triéu C6 Cach ma minh nghe dwoc guwong ép dit vao khu di tich nay théi.”

Lit Canh Nam di an toan xudng bén dwéi, Ba Tang ciing da xuéng hang. Lat ma A La noéi:
“Cau chuyén vé Hac Miéu hoang hiu thi tdi c6 biét mot chut. Chuyén k& rang trudc khi
vuong triéu Co Cach diét vong, C6 Cach virong mudn quyét tir véi ké thu, nhwng lai khong
n& hy sinh hoang hiu ma minh yéu thwong. Viy la ngai lién triéu vu sww dén, bién hoang
hiu thanh meéo den, hy vong ba ta c6 thé chay tron khoi Co Cach trwdc khi ké thu pha thanh.
Nhung sau khi bién thanh méo den, hoang hiu lai khéng chiu chay trén. Quéc viweong c6 nén
niém dau, vudt ve méo den ma rang: “K€ tlr nay, ké nao c6 duoc meéo den, ké 4y sé 1a chu
nhan ctia C6 Cach.” Sau khi C6 Cach bi diét, Hic Miéu hoang hiu séng sét, ba van & trong
hinh hai méo den 4y dé bao vé tit ca vang bac chiu bau ctia C6 Cach vwong lwu lai, bat cir ké
nao mudn cwép bau vat, déu bi Hic Miéu hoang hau nguyén rda. [t nhat thi mot trong cac
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phién ban cia ciu chuyén nay la nhw vy diy.” Moi ngwoi nghe ciu chuyén so lwgc, da cdm
th4y chang lién quan gi dén ho, duy chi c6 minh Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba 1a khong nghi nhu thé.

Puwong Man 12 ngudi xudng thi ba. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ndm chic dy thirng, ddng thoi
cling tam gic chuyén kia sang mot bén, cung véi nhirng ngwdi khac tréo xuéng hang. Ga
khong thé nao tranh ndi cdm giac 1a cAu chuyén vé Hac Miéu hoang hau 4y khoi goi minh
moét diéu gi do.

Toan b 16i vao xuyén qua ting dit dic, trwot xudng dwdi chirng bay tam chuc mét thi
dén vung bung rong mé cda go nui tho l1Am. Poan 16i vao ciling kéo dai dén mwdi may mét,
néu khong tim dwoc chinh x4c, c6 dao bira & chd khac d€ xuyén vao 1dng nii thi cho du c¢é
cac cong cu dao dat hién dai e la cling phai mat thoi gian mwoi miy ngay méi xuéng dwoc
dén noi. Néu khong c6 ban dd, chic khong thé nao phat hién ra noi nay dwoc, e 1a ¢4 thém
mot nghin ndm ntta, & day van cir nhu thé nay chir khong hé suy suyén.

Chin nguwoi tip trung dwdi long dat, nhin 16i thong t6i om om hep nhw trong hang déng
da voi, khong khoi cé chut thap thdm bit an trong long. Pwong hdm nhan tao bén trong tho
l1Am nay giéng nhu dia dao ngam thoi chién, dwong di gdp ghénh, rit nhiéu chd ngoit, long
hang khong cao, phai khom nguwdoi méi tién 1én dwoc, nhung khéng c6 nhanh ré hay cam
by co quan gi. Tuy vay, chi riéng chuyén phat hién dwoc 16i vao nay da 1a khé khan 13m roi.
Di dwgc hon ntra tiéng, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dé y thdy mat dat dwdi chan bat diu xuit hién
vét nirt khdng ngirng c6 gid thoi ra, thoang thoang c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng gié ludn lach rit
gao, twa nhw Am thanh ta nghe thdy khi bit chat ca hai tai lai vAy. M&i dau, vét nitt 4y chang
qua chi 1a mot cai khe nho, vé sau dwong ham cang di sdu xuéng dwéi khe nitt cang rong
thém, bang ban tay roi dan bang eo héng nguoi, ro rang khe nitt ciing thudc loai trén nho
dwéi 1on. Treong Lap thir ném moét cuc da xudng, rat lau sau khéng nghe thay tiéng vong,
khong hiéu rét cudc la sdu bao nhiéu mét nira.

Da Cat dic y dan ra truyén thuyét trong thon nha anh ta: “Khéng can thi nita, khe nit
nay thong thang xudng sudi vang, roi xudng 1a vao chuyén thé luan hoi ludn, can ban khong
c6 day dau.”

Lir Canh Nam nhin manh: “Cin thén chut, khe nitt nay c6 thé thong véi song ngdm dwdi
long dat, roi xuéng do thi co hoi leo 1én la rat nho day.”

Tiép tuc di xuong, khe nitt 4y khong ngo lai cang lic cang 1én dan, con dwong duwdi chan
bon Trac Mdc Cwdong Ba thi cang thit lai, xung quanh tré nén t6i den nhw muec, ca bon doan
rang minh di & siu hon tram mét duédi long dat. Gido sw Phwong Tan nhan thiy chit dit
xung quanh di khac, da tir dat sa mac héa ban dau chuyén thanh nham thach nui Itra, néu
tiép tuc di sdu xudng, doan chirng sé con co thay doi nira.

Ca doan ctt thé di mai, dot nhién 4nh sang trén mii clia Lir CAnh Nam di dAu tién tat phut.
Moi ngudi dang twdng c6 chuyén bit ngd xay ra, chot nghe Lir Cinh Nam néi: “Can than,
phia trudc 1a khe nitt Ion. Dan sat ngwoi vao vach da, & day toan la dwong nhé lo lirng gitra
tang khong thoi.”
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Moi nguwoi ra khoi thong dao méi nhin thiy ca bon di ra tir mot khe nit hep. Vira di ra,
khe nit bén trai dot nhién ting tr mot mét chiéu rong 1én dén may mét, thAm chi con rong
hon, con khong gian trén dinh dau trong chéc 1at cling tang 1én may chuc mét.

Khéng gian t6i den nhw muc dot nhién khac han, 4nh sang clia mii phat sang bong chdéc
chi con nhw ngon Itra dom d6m, thim chi ca con dwong dwédi chan ciing khong thé nhin ro
dworc nira.

Trwong Lip bwéc hut chin, suyt chit nita thi ngd, ngon dén pha dang cam tudt tay roi
xuong, anh chang lam bam chi: “Duwong... dwong kiéu gi thé nay, sao hep thé, gan nhu la
con dudng & bén b song Nha Lo Tang B6 rdi con gi.” Nhac Dwong noéi: “Lai con phai noi
nira 3, & day chang c6 chut 4nh sang ndo, so v&i con duwdng bén séng con nguy hiém hon dy
chi.”

L&t Canh Nam gat dau: “Khéng sai, diy 1a mot hém nui sdu nam hoan toan dwdi long dat.
Dwa theo nhitng gi ching ta c6 thé nhin thay lic nay, quy md ctia né chi s¢ khéng nho hon
song Nha L6 Tang B6 dau.”

Moi nguw¢i déu cham chid nhin anh sdng ngon dén pha yéu dan yéu dan, cudi cung roi chi
con mot chdm nhip nhay roéi bién mat, gido sw Phwong Tan rung minh thét 1én: “Trong
khong gian hoan toan tdi tim, 4nh sadng dén pha nay ngoai nghin mét van c6 thé nhin thiy,
cai khe... khe vuc nay khéng ngo lai sdu nhw thé... dung la, ding l1a gap ma ro6i!”

Lat ma A La nghi hodc: “Ching 1& lai théng xudng sudi vang that...”
Ba Tang lanh lung néi: “Cho du la suéi vang, di thém mot lan nira cling ngai gi dau.”

L&t Canh Nam nghiém giong: “M4y ngudi c6 biét khe vuc & song Nha Lo Tang B& sau bao
nhiéu khéng? D6 siu trung binh da hon nam nghin mét réi, néu tinh thém ca dinh Nam Ca
Ba Ngoa hay dinh Gia La Bach Liiy, d0 sau ctia khe ndi phai virgt qua bay nghin mét. Mac du
do6 cao trung binh so v&i mat nwéc bién cua thé 1am C6 Cach thip hon hai ngon nii cao Kia,
nhung kha ndng khe nidi dwdi long dit nay sau hai ba nghin mét cling khong phai la khong

zZn

CO.

Moi nguwoi ti€p tuc di sdu xudéng, cudi cung ciing dén dwoc tdn cung con dwong nho thi
trong thiy day thirng ciia bon Merkin dé lai. Phia bén d6i dién thip thodng anh sang, do la
ong phat sang ctia bon Merkin dét 1én. Trwong Lap ndi: “Bon ching di trwéce roi, ching ta
cling mau qua dé thoi.”

Nhac Dwong noi: “bPam thirng méc nay cling vira budc vao, bon ching méi qua chwa lau
dAu, ching ta van con c6 thé dudi kip day.”

Lit CAnh Nam xua tay néi: “Khdng voi, néu bo bén kia c¢é dé lai mot nguwoi canh gitr, chiing
ta mudn qua do that khong dé dang chit nao dau. Ai! Ai da 1én day thirng roi?”

Lién dé nghe tiéng Trwong Lap kéu 1én: “Ay, Pa Cat! Tré lai day!” Chi thiy cai bong den
gay go 4y da khuat xa mit. Nhac Dwong chic lwdi: “Bo nhanh thit day.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Nguwoi sudt ngay di lai trén day xich vit ngang song thi bo day thirng
nay chang 1& con khong dé w?”
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L& Canh Nam 14p tirc quyét dinh: “Pa Cat khong thé lién hé v&i ching ta dwoc, lai khéng
c6 ca v khi nira. Trwong Lap, theo anh ta. Nhitng ngudi con lai & day doi h6i 4m cta ho.”

Bong tdi lang im lirng litng, thoi gian tréi di nhw chdm han lai, Trac Moc Cwong Ba cdm
twodng nhw dang tré lai noi ga 1An dau tién thuc nghiém MAat tu. Pudng Man ha giong thi
thdm: “Nhirng 4nh Itra bén kia trong ciling dep that diy nhi.” Gido sw Phwong Tan noéi: “Moi
nguoi cé phat hién ra khéng, nhirng dém Itra ay rit c6 quy luat. Gidng nhw nhirng hinh tam
gidc ngwoc ndi lién bang mot dudng ké chi vay.”

Lat ma A La c6 thi lic t6t nhat, nhanh chéng nhin ngay ra quy luat ctia dam Iira ay: khéong
chi c6 mot dwong, s6 dwdng nét dwoc thap sang it nhat cé téi mwoi ba, vai dwdng phan bd
déi xirng, & gitra c6 mot khoang tdi rat 1én, xét theo do sang, cac hinh tam giac c6 cai & gan,
c6 cai lai & rat xa. Nhitng d6m Itra nho két thanh mot vét dai dy khién lat ma A La nhé dén
hinh anh 6ng tirng nhin thiy trong qua khi: twong than Ma Hé Thu La khong 16 vwon ra
mudi tAm canh tay, mdi canh tay nang mot toa Phat thap ddo nguwoc. Twong truyén, dé
chinh 1a thién phong dé ngwoi xwa tu luyén. Rat lau rat lau truwdc diy, nhirng Mt tu gia
vuot qua cip cach tiy sé cé vinh dy tién vao Thanh dia tu hanh & cip d6 cao hon nay. Lé
nao... 1é nao... day chinh la Thanh luyén dwong cia Mat tu gia da bi chon vui trong lich st
hay sao?!

Puong Man ndi véi Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Anh xem kia, miy dwong sang ndi lién nhirng
hinh tam giac lai véi nhau ¢ nhw con nhén vieon tdm cai chan ra y nhi.”

Anh mit lat ma A La l6e 1én mot tia sic lanh, tham nha: “Cé bé nay quan sat nhanh nhay
that.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “0’'m? Nghe Man Man néi vay, gio nhin ciing giéng that day.”
Nhac Dwong ciing 1én tiéng: “Vay thi cai chd t6i den & gitta 4y 1a gi thé, than hinh a?” Moi
nguoi trAim ngdm quan sat, qua that nhin ky thay rat giong, thém nira nhirng vét sdng loang
16 1o mo con tao thanh mot hinh nguwdi c6 miy canh tay.

Ba Tang noi: “Néu day ding la mot pho twong Phat, vay thi e la hoi to qua.”

Lat ma A La nghi tham: “Ngwoi chwa tirng trai sy doi sao biét dwoc! Pai than Ma Hé Thu
La trin 4p c6i u minh dia pht, chan dap sudi vang, dau ddi troi xanh, thin cao van nhinw,
dau phai loai nhw ngwoi c6 thé biét dén.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan hoéi Nhac Dwong: “Twong Phat 16n nhit ciu tirng trong thiy bang
chirng nao?”

Nhac Dwong néi luén: “Lac Son Pai Phata chi& con gi nira, ddy méi goi 1a to! Mot cai vai
twong Phat 1a d0 1am sin bong ré... bé bén dudi chin twong cling phai bang cai sin bong da
ay.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noéi: “A, Lac Son Dai Phat ding la twong Phat da hang dau, cé diéu
dén gi¢ thi cling khong con la twong Phat cao nhit nira réi. Tong chiéu cao cia Lac Son Dai
Phit hinh nhw chi khoang hon 70 mét, ma Linh Son Dai Phit®w méi xay dung miy nim
trwdc néu tinh cd bé bén dudi di cao dén trim mét, gan day lai nghe néi c6 Lo Son Pai
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Phits, tinh chiéu cao ca bé thi 1én dén mot tram ndm mwoi mét, hién nay l1a twong Phit cao
nhéit thé giéi.”

Lat ma A La kinh ngac thét 1én: “Khong ngd méi day lai c6 thém twong Phat 1én dén thé,
néu cé co hoi toi phai di bai té méi duwoc.”

Ba Tang dia doan dwoc 4n y clia gido sw Phwong Tan, dot nhién cwdi gan mot tiéng, hoi:
“May nguwoi da thay qua birc twgng Phat khong 16 nao cao hon mét nghin mét chwa?”

Ngoai gido s Phwong Tan va lat ma A La, nhitng ngwdi khac déu ngan ra, tiép do giat
minh kinh h&i. Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Lam gi c6 chuyén dy?! Mot nghin mét 1a khai niém gi
cht? Cong trinh kién tric cao nhit thé gi¢i hién nay cling chra qua nam tram mét dé!”

Puong Man ciing 1én tiéng: “Mo6t nghin mét 12 bang nha choc troi hon hai trim dén gan
ba tram tang roi, twgng Phat gi ma xiy cao thé dwoc?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling ndi: “Chuyén khac chwa noéi, chi riéng nguyén liéu da thoi cling
chang ki€m dau ra dwgc tang da nao to thé ca.”

Lit Canh Nam im ling khong 1én tiéng, chi nhin lat ma A La. Anh mét vi su gia hwéng vé
phia xa xa, nhin cham cham vao nhitng diém sang kia khong chép.

Gido sw Phwong Tan chi tay vé phia anh sang, diém dam néi: “Truwdc mat moi ngwoi day,
néu ding la mot pho twong Phét, vay thi chinh 1a mét pho twong khéng 16 cao hon mot
nghin mét d6. Mét pho twong bi chén sdu dwdi long dit khong thdy dnh mat trod, mot vat
thé khdng 16, mot ky tich cia nhan loai.”

Trac Mdc Cworng Ba thoang ngdy nguoi: “Sao co, twgng Phat cao mét nghin mét ha?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Toi suy doan theo ti 1€, cv dwa vao trong lwong va dé vong
clia day thirng, cung v&i khodng cach t6i da ma anh dén pha c6 thé chiéu dén, thi tir chd
ching ta bén nay sang té¢i bén kia cach nhau chirng trén hai tram mét. Dung mot phép toan
don gian so sanh ti 1é gitra kich c& vat thé khi nhin thiy cach xa hai tram mét va kich c&
thuc t€ cta nd, toi c6 thé khang dinh rang hinh tam gidc ngwoc & gan chiing ta nhat ciing
phai cao tlr mot tram mét tr¢ 1én. Can ctr vao ti 1€ gitra vét sdng twong trung cho canh tay va
hinh tam gidc ngwoc cling c6 thé tinh ra dwoc né rat dai, ké dé lai dwa vao ti 1€ gitra cac hinh
tam gidc khac v&i vét sang, chi riéng phan canh tay nhé ra khoi vach da da phai dai hai tram
mét roi, vi vy toi wdc tinh cad canh tay nay dai khodng bon tram mét gi day. Néu dung la
mot pho twgng Phit, ma chi riéng chiéu dai canh tay da 1én dén bon tram mét, thi chiéu cao
cda ca pho twong suy ra phai rat Ion. Hon nira, nham thach ndi Itra & ving nay thudc loai cé
c4u tric chic nhit va rin nhait, khe vuc dwdi long dat ndy sau cling qua nghin mét, nén duc
déo trén vach da mét pho twong Phat khdng 16 cao khodng nghin mét 1a rit c6 thé.”

L&r CAnh Nam thic mic: “Vay con trong lwc thi sao? Lam sao ho giai quyét dwoc van dé
trong lwc? Do dai téi bén tram mét, nham thach phai ganh chiu trong lwong tw than n6 dala
cwc han roi, lam sao c6 thé nang thém mét két ciu hinh tam gidc ngwoc cao dén ca tram mét
nita?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Gido sw Phwong Tan lac dau: “Chuyén nay thi tdi khong biét, c6 diéu nhit dinh 1a c¢6 cach
lam dwoc thoi. Néu c6 thé duc déo ra mot birc twgng Phat 1én nhw thé, thi cling dau phai
chuyén miy tram nguwdi lam trong may chuc ndm la xong dwoc dau.”

Luc nay Trwong Lap da bao tin lai: “Bén nay khéng cé ké dich, chung téi da chiém dworc vi
tri c6 loi roi, moi ngwdi mau qua di! Qua diy ma xem ky tich! Troi oi la trod, Ky quan thi
chin cda thé gi¢i day roi! Pao Huyén Khéng tu! Pao Huyén Khong tu!”

Lit Canh Nam va lat ma A La dwa mat nhin nhau, trong 1ong déu cam thay thic mic kho
hiéu: “Chuyén nay 1a sao, sao lai khong phai nguwdi canh giit? & bén kia chi can dé lai mot
nguoi canh gitr, nhitng ké di sau can ban la khéng thé qua dwoc miy s¢i diy thirng nay.
Merkin 1a chuyén gia ctia binh doan dic ching, hdn khéng thé nado pham phai sai 1am thé
nay dugec, ching 1€ bon chiing nhan dinh ching ta khong thé dén day trong thoi gian ngén
nhw thé hay sao? Hay 1a da bg tri mai phuc & chd nao d6 khac?” Tréo qua day thirng dén dau
bén kia, Lir Canh Nam lién nhin thay canh twong nhw trong mot qua ciu thuy tinh, bén nha
tham trong bung: “Thi ra la thé...”

Toan thé cac doi vién déu leo qua day thirng thuin lgi, lic 4y méi thiy cad mot thé giGi
hoan toan khéc trai ra tre¢'c mit.

Merkin dang boi thudc mé& 1én ché mi mat swng phi, minh miy trén dwdi thAm xanh
tham tim ca. Soares cling khong hon dwoc bao nhiéu, trén tran c6 mot vét den to twdng.
Merkin thé héng hoc noi: “Coi nhw la s6ng, tinh hinh t& thwong ra sao?” Max lién bao cio:
“Chét ba thang, bay thang bi thwong kha ning, da tiém thudc gidm dau roi, mién cwdng thi
van c6 thé hanh dong.”

Merkin néi: “Poi chat da, ching ta con bao nhiéu thuéc gidm dau?” Max dap: “Th& nay,
con lai cling khéng nhiéu nira...”

Merkin lo 1dng thAm nha: “That khong ngd, mai téi toa thit mudi hai ma da... Thoi bé di,
didng nao ciing dung chung lam vat hy sinh thoi ma.”

Soares cim trén tay chiéc may diéu khién tir xa nhw cai dién thoai di dong, cham chu
quan sat man hinh hién thi. Cin phai hét sirc cin trong, da ton thit mwoi ba con bé ciu, hai
muwoi hai con chudt bach, ngoai ra con mat bon mang nguwoi niva. Y thdm chiti rda sao cai
noi ché chét nay lai Iam co quan cam bay dén thé. Lin dau tién dén dia cung Ahezt, y da
cam th4y noi do that sw 1a nguy hiém tot cing roi, dau diu cling c6 nguy co, moi buwdc déu
12 cam b3y, nhung dem so v&i cai Ddo Huyén Khéng tw ndy, gan nhw 1a dé tir gap sw phu
vay. O day c6 rat nhidu co quan khién nguoi ta chang thé nao ma Ian, cin ban khéng biét
1am sao ma lai bi khéi dong. Ching 18 diing nhw Merkin ndi, chd nay von dugc xay dung dé
huin luyén cho cai ddm Mat tu gia dang so dy hay sao? Pang nghi ngoi, chot thiy anh do
nhap nhay mot cai, Soares lién cudi cwdi néi: “E Ben, bon chudt nhit vao rdi. Cé chin con.”

Merkin hinh nhw hoi ngac nhién néi: “Nhanh thé kia 3?” Max voi cudng 1én: “Ong cht, dé
t6i dAn nguoi di thit ching no!”

Merkin l4p tirc mang pht dau: “Cai ddu may lam bing gb ha, sudt ngay chi muén chém
chém giét giét! May biét chiing né c6 vii khi gi khong? May dinh din bao nhiéu thang di? Vay
& day bon tao c6 can ngwoi nira hay khong? Tim thdy badn d6 quan trong hon hay la lam thit
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bon chiing quan trong hon ha?” Y ngirng lai mot chit, doan ndéi ti€p, “Chung n6 khong dé gi
duoi kip dwoc ching ta diu, c tim ban dé truwdc quan trong hon, dau éc khong thé phan
tan dworc, di thoi! Thang ngu!”

“Doi chit da.” Merkin méi di dwgc hai buéec, lién quay sang bao hai tén trong dam thudc
ha: “Thai, Hoang, hai chiing may & lai canh gitr ting nay, néu bon chiing né c6 thé dén dwoc
day, ha ha...”

Nguwu Nhi Oa chd dong xung phong giét gidc: “T6i muoén & lai, 6ng chi.”

Merkin xua tay ndi: “Khdng dwoc, may di theo bon tao, l4n sau di, dé€ thu hin cia may 1én
dén cuc diém da."
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Thanh luyén dwong (1)

Phai dén gan, cd bon mé&i nhin rd dién mao thit cia Pdo Huyén Khong tw. Cung khuyét
trén troi, thanh liy dwéi man dém, nhirng ngon duéc dé sang rwc r& nhw vo s6 ngon dén
kéo quan phiéu diéu bat dinh trong bong to6i den kit, 14p ldnh hién 1én thanh nhitng quéing
sang khién nguoi ta phai choi mat. Xa xa, gan gan, nhirng tda thap nguoc thip thoang 4n
hién dwdi dnh ltra, 16 mo trong thiy ca hinh vé mau bén ngoai ctra s6, néu dwdi anh mat
troi, d6 nhit dinh sé 1a mot canh twong khién nguwoi ta phai sitng lai ngit ngay, tram tro
ngudng md. Chi ti€c ndi tat ca lai & trong chén dém den vinh ctru nay!

Dirng trén binh dai, nhin nhitng ngbi Pdo Huyén Khong tw nhip nhay nhw cac vi tinh tq,
nguoi ta chot c6 cdm twdng nhw chim trong do gidc ma lac bwéc chon Thién dinh. Néu
khong c6 nhitng ngon Itra thap trén thong dao ndi lién & giita, PAo Huyén Khong tu that
chang khac gi nhitng ngon dén Khéng Minh lirng lo trdi giita troi. Moi ngudi déu vin lan can
mai ngam nhin, d6i mit ra tin tit xa, trong gidy 1at bt gidc quén di cad muc dich ctia chuyén
di.

L&t CAnh Nam vén dinh ming cho Pa Cat mot trAn nén hon, nhung tén tifu tl ndy ct lé
lwdi tron mat khong nglrng 1am trod quy. Cling may téi qua trod chuyén véi moi ngwdi, Pa Cat
da biét ba c6 gia nay twong déi ba dao ngang nguoc, anh chang lun méi khong gid cai ly
luan “dan ba sao lai gido hudn ngwoc lai dan dng thé nay, thé chang phai tréi dat ddo 16n roi
sao” clia minh ra, bang khong Lit CAnh Nam ciing that lo lang minh s& khong khac ché dwoc
ban than, chi e sé nhay 1én tung cwéc da vang cai tén lun ay xudng vuc sdu khong day luon.

Nhac Dwong nhin nhitng ngon dén twa nhw din dwdng trai tit tip ra xa & phia dwdi cho
téi ldc anh sang bién mat trong man dém den mu mit, IAm bam n6i mot minh: “Nhin hinh
dang dai dén 4y thi ding la canh tay roi, ddy ding 1a mot pho twong Phat 16n ddy. Oi troi o,
to that, nhitng ngdi chua ngwoc 1én c6 nhd c6 nay déu dwoc ngai dy nang trén tay day,
ching ta ching qua chi 1a mot con kién trén tay twong Phat nay ma thoi.”

Gido sw Phwong Téan néi: “Twong Phat 1on thé nay... twong Phat 1on thé nay... Pay khong
phai cong trinh mdt sém mot chiéu ma hoan thanh dwoc dau. Khéi... khéi lwong cong viéc
ctia né, gan nhw c6 thé so véi Van Ly Trwong Thanh chit chdng choi. It nhét cling phai can
dén ca van nguwoi the, tdn hét tram nam thoi gian méi hoan thanh dwoc...”

Ba Tang lanh lung buéng mot cau: “Chi tiéc mot diéu, cai thi xay dwdi long dit khong
thdy 4nh mat troi nay 1a diém bat twong, pho twong déng & gitra thi mdt may hung ac, noi
nay xem ra qua nhién la cuing mot mach véi Canh ctra Sinh ménh kia, vira am u lai vira dang
SQ’_"

Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Puwong Man dirng & phia Tay dan té. Pudmng Man tung ting nhuw co
bé gai, vui vé thot 1én: “Pep qua, dep qua, giong nhw bau troi sao trong dia cung Ahezt iy
nhi, chd nay ¢t nhw 13 noi & clia cac vi than tién 4y.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dua dua ndi: “Theo kinh nghiém ctia anh, cang la noi dep dé mé ly thi
lai cang nguy hiém ddy. Chd nay ciing 12 Thanh dia cta thon Cong B8, néu chua tirng c6
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nguoi di vao, co quan cam bay bén trong...” néi dén diy gi dwa mit liéc sang phia Duong
Man.

Puwong Man ldc nay ciing dang quay sang nhin Trac Moc Cwdng Ba: bdn mat nhin nhau,
doi ban tay bé nhé clia c6 nam chit ban tay to twdng clia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, &nh mit toat
1én vé kién nghi clia ngwdi san sang tra gia dé€ bao vé hanh phic ctia minh, giong néi nghe
nhw vang tir noi chin trdi, lai sao nhw & gan ngay trwdc mat: “Anh di dau, em theo do6.” Trac
Moc Cudng Ba budng tay Pwdng Man, 6m chit c¢d vao long, gié théi 4o bay phit phdi, hai
nguwoi hoa vao lam mét.

Lat ma A La va Lir CAnh Nam v6 tinh cham mit & hanh lang phia Bic. Lat ma A La thé dai
ndi: “Con dwong Ian nay khong dé di dau, ta dé nghi dé€ ho & lai day hét, chi hai ngwoi chiing
ta tién vao trong théi. Than 6i, dui 13 hai ching ta, chi s¢ cling chwa chic da c6 thé...”

Lir Canh Nam I3p bap noi: “Tai... tai sao? Thé nao ma...”
p bap Al... T2
Lat ma A La thap giong hoi: “Lé& nao con chwa nhin ra ddu méi gi hay sao?”
L&t CAnh Nam khong hiéu: “Dau m6i? Pai nhan, ngwdi muén chi...”
g . g
Lat ma A La lic dau: “Lé ndo su phu con chuwa tirng nhic dén, Thanh... luyén... duwong?”

L& CAnh Nam suyt chut nira thi kéu Ién thanh tiéng, noi tirng khién c6 khong biét bao
ngay dém mong mudn khat khao dwoc dén lai & ngay truéc mat day sao? Lai & ngay dwdi
chan c6 diy hay sao? Dé tir Mat tdong sau khi tu thanh cip cach tiy lién c6 tw cach trac nhan
ba dé tién hanh tu luyén & ting cao hon, trong tit ca cic trac nhan ba sé c6 mét ngwdi wu ta
nhit dwoc chon ra, sau nay sé cé tu cach ké thira ton hiéu Cam Chau Ba dai lat ma, tién vao
Thénh luyén dwdng tu hanh. Sw phu da tirng hét sttc ngwdng md néi véi cd rang, do 1a noi
khién khong biét bao nhiéu Mt tu gid hwdng vé, chi hiém mot nodi, Thanh luyén dwong da bi
vui 14p trong con séng dai lich stt, canh ctra 16n mé dén dang cip tu hanh cao hon da vinh
vién bi dong lai roi.

Lat ma A La néi: “Néu don thuan chi 1a Thanh dia gidu ban do, dii c6 co quan cam bay thi
cling c6 han, nhung noi nay 1a Thanh luyén dwong, von 1a chd dwoc xay nén dé cac Mat tu
gid tu hanh lén cdp dd cao hon. Co quan trong Canh ctra Sinh ménh chi 1a dé bao vé chia
khéa mé noi nay ra thoéi ma da loi hai nhwong 4y roi, co quan cam bay & day thé nao chic
c6 thé doan biét ra dwgc. Ta va con c6 tw lo cho minh dwgc hay khéng hiy con chwa biét,
bon ho sao cé thé qua noi chk?”

L&t CAnh Nam ngan ngir n6i: “Nhung con nén néi thé nao day? Pa téi chd ndy roi, nhat
dinh bon ho sé khong dong y dau.”

Lat ma A La thoang chan chit, nhat thoi cling v k& kha thi, hoi 1au sau méi néi: “Ctt néi
thwc ra, nghe y kién cia ho xem thé nao, nguwoi khac thi khéng ngai, chi 13, nhat thiét phai
bao vé cho...” Lir Cinh Nam git diu t6 ra da hiéu y.

Lit Canh Nam goi moi ngwoi tip trung lai, néi: “Kha nang quan sat ciia moi nguwoi déu rat
nhay bén, cling déu nhin thiy ca roi, diy 1a mot pho twong Phit khong 16 cao dén ca nghin
mét, ching ta dang & trén mot ngon thap nguoc dwgc pho twong nay nang trén ban tay. Vira
ndy nhat thoi so suit nén toéi quén mat, gi méi nhé ra, noi nay da tirng dwoc dé cap dén
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trong tw liéu cia nhém nghién ctiru cung cip, chinh la noi dé gido d6 ctia tong phai bao vé
Thanh miéu tién hanh huin luyén. Co quan cam bay & day nhiéu hon & Canh ctra Sinh ménh
gip ca chuc IAn ch khéng it hon, ma mic do nguy hiém ciing cao hon co quan cam bay &
Canh clra Sinh ménh kia nhiéu. Nghi di nghi lai, téi cho rang trinh dd tru¢c mit cia moi
ngwdi van chua thich hop véi hanh dong 1an nay. Toi quyét dinh, tdi va lat ma A La sé di
tranh doat ban do, con moi ngwoi & lai diy doi tin tirc ctia ching téi...”

“Thé lam sao dwgc!” Lir CAnh Nam con chwa c6 co hdi néi hét ciu, moi ngwdi da x6n xao
nhon nhao. Lat ma A La ciing biét chuyén nay khong dé 1am, chi tram ngadm im ling. Bay gio,
nhitng khiém khuyét ctia huin luyén phi quin sy héa méi hoan toan 16 ra, nhin dich dén da
& ngay trwdc mat, cac doi vién hét thdy déu mdm niam miéng mwdi, chang hé chiu phuc
tung gido quan. Lir CAnh Nam yéu &t giai thich: “T6i lam vay déu la vi nghi cho moi nguoi
thoi, ché nén hy sinh vo ich, vi ca toi va lat ma A La ciing khéng du tw tin c6 thé vrot qua
dwoc chd nay dau.”

“Phan d6i, phan doéi!” “Khdng déng y, khdng déng y!”

“Nhin thiy nhitng ngon dén sang 1én kia khong? Gido quan? P6 chinh la bon Ben day, bon
chung con qua dworc, sao chung toi lai khong?”

“Ching ta cung dén day. Tt lic bwdc vao doanh trai huin luyén, chuyén sinh t& ching tbi
da gat ra khoi dau 6c roi. Sao gido quan lai ¢ thé noi ra nhitng loi nhw thé, chang phai la
khién nguwoi ta chanh long 1am hay sao?”

“Mic du lam vay cé thé 1a mao hiém, nhwng du sao ching ta ciing dau phai nguoi lam
cong tac khdo sat khoa hoc, néu chuyén gi cling phai chuin bi chu toan thi vinh vién ching
tim thiy cai gi dau.”

Lit Canh Nam liéc mit nhin sang phia lat ma A La. Vi su gia ciing khong biét phai lam sao,
chi khe khe lac dau. Lir CAnh Nam noéi: “Pwoc roi, néu da vy, moi nguwdi phai di sat phia sau,
nh& kj 1 phai hét sirc cdn thin. Pay 1a mot pho twgng Phat muwdi tam tay, cling tic 1a ¢6
muoi tdm toa Phat thap 16n ngwoc, mudn vao chua chinh, thi budc phai lan lwot di qua
mudi tAm toa thap nguoc ndy, moi thap déu c6 cac co quan cam bay khac nhau. Néu khong
di dwoc thi dirng c6, doi cd nhom quay lai roi sé cung rat lui, da hiéu hét ca chwa! Con nira,
trén miy soi day thirng kia c6 1ap dit thiét bi cdm ¢ng, cling ¢ nghia 13, bon tén Ben da biét
chiing ta dén day roi.”

Moi ngui déu hira hen dam bao, roi lap tirc xuit phat. Tir chd san bi 14t 1én di vao trong
thap dung nguwoc, nhin thiy quang canh ma bon Merkin da thiy, cé diéu luc nay trong thap
da sang rwc anh den, tir trén xuéng dwdi ngun ngut lau cao tram thwdc khong khoi khién
ngudi ta lanh hét ca nguwoi, & gitra lai c6 mot ciy tru dong twa nhuw ciy Kim Cang bdng cla
Té Thién Pai Thanh tir Thién dinh ddm xuyén xu6ng Pia phu. Trwong Lap rung minh sén
gai 0c, vira mé&i bwéc vao, di cdm thiy bén trong toa thap 1én trong huéch hoac nay am
phong gao rit, quy khi mu mit boc 1én dwéi anh Itra, trong long bat chot trao dang cam giac
so hai khé hiéu truwdc noi dwoc goi 1a Thanh dia ton gido nay, noi tit ca cac kién tric, tit ca
cac twong Phit déu khong gidong véi nhirng gi anh tirng thay trudc day, hoan toan khong hé
giong.
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Budc vao trong thap, lat ma A La khom nguwoi quan sat, doan noi: “0, van nay la thiét moc,
lai phét thém son keo, ngan ndm cting khéng muc nat dau.”

Trwong Lap thic mac: “Cai gay den Kin kit & gitra kia 1 gi thé nhi?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Néu t6i doan khong 1am, ddy 1a dong, chdng dé toa thap ngwoc nay va
ca canh tay toan la tru dong dac rudt thoi.”

Nhac Dwong lé lw@i thét 1én: “Udy, ciy tru to thé nay thi phai dung bao nhiéu la dong méi
dua chw.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lén tiéng: “Tdy Tang la ving c6 mo dong, tru dong nay tuy léon,
nhuwng so véi ca pho twong Phat khéng 16 nay thi rd 1a chang dang gi roi.”

Ca bon theo ciu thang gb xudng dan bén dudi. Pi dwgc may vong, Puong Man khong nén
noi td mo lén tiéng hoi: “La thit diy, nhirng cai vong gi sét trén lan can va ca chéng nhon
dwéi kia dung dé lam gi thé nhi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Cé 1& chinh 1a dung dé huan luyén, vong sit gin xich sit néi lién véi tru
dong & giira, vat ngang qua khong trung, nhitng ngwdi tu hanh tu luyén trén soi xich nay.
Con nhirng chéng nhon dwdi kia ha, néu nhw roi tir trén xich sat xudng, thi sé bi chdng nhon
dam chét, tuyét d6i khong c6 kha nang song sot.”

Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Phwong phap huén luyén tan nhan qua di!”

Ba Tang thAm nhu: “Thi ra phwong phap huin luyén bang cich dem tinh mang ra danh
liu nay tir thoi c6 dai da cé roi, chiv khéng phai la phat minh cia nguwoi ngay nay.”

Lai di thém miy vong nitra, Nhac Dwong chot kéu l1én: “Moi nguwdi nhin phia dwéi kia xem,
hinh nhw c6é nguwoi.”

Lir CAnh Nam 1y 6ng nhom ra, loi dung anh Itra quan sat phia dwéi, qua nhién dang la c6
mot xac chét nam ngang trén hang chéng nhon, mii chéng dam lat qua than thé han chi 16
mot chut ra bén ngoai. Co6 diém dam néi: “La linh danh thué, sao han lai chét nhi? Chang 1&
bi ngwdi ta ném xudng day?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Vay thi phai can than ddy, no6i khong chirng phia truéc c6 co quan cam
bay gi d6 cling nén.”

Cang di xu6ng dwdi, vong xody 6c cang nho, gi¢ thi may nguwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba da
c6 thé nhin ré tru dong khéng 16 ay, da gi hoen gi hoét, dirng sirng sirng trwérc mit ching
nhan, cao tham kho do. Pang di, bdng nhién Trac Moc Cwong Ba hét 1én “can than”, chi thdy
canh tay gi vwon ra, chdp 1dy Nhac Dwong, ca hai dot nhién tung nguwoi 1én, bi hit vé phia
gitra toa thap. Trong lic nguy cdp, Trac Moc Cudng Ba voi vung tay 1én, diy méc ban phap
vao vach twong. Nhac Dwong mdc du chdm mat nira nhip, nhwng cling nhanh chéng dinh
than lai, diy mdc cling ban vu ra quin vao lan can. Hai ngwoi cung dap xudng ting cau
thang gb bén dwéi, tuy kinh hai nhung ciing khong gip nguy hiém gi.

Lit Canh Nam ca kinh hoi: “Chuyén gi viy?” Bon ho di phia trwé:c khéng phat hién ra bat
c van dé gi, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Nhac Dwong di gitra lai bi hit vang ra ngoai, ma luc sw
viéc xay ra, thi chi c6 mdi gido sw Phwong Tan & sau lung Trac Méc Cwong Ba 1a nhin thay.
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Gido su chi phia trwé'c minh noi: “TAm van goé nay dot nhién bat tung 1én, hit ving bon ho ra
ngoai.”

Trwong Lap di trwdc quay ngwoi lai giAm gidm hai cai 1én tdm go, lai khong c6 phan tng
gi, l1ay 1am ngac nhién néi: “Quai dan that.”

Gi4o sw Phwong Tan ciing gidm 1én hai c4i, roi sai chAn bwéc qua chd dd, khong thiy van
deé gi. K& d6 1a Pudong Man, Da Cat cling di qua. Lic Ba Tang dit chan l1én tdm gb, dot nhién
“bac” mot tiéng, tAm van gb bat tung lén chirng nira mét, gidng nhw mot cd6 may ban da vay,
roi ngay 1ap tlc rut vé vi tri cli. Cling may Ba Tang m¢&i chi ddt mot chan trai 1én, vy ma
cling bi chdn dong dén té ran, lyc hat do it nhat cling c6 thé hat vang dwoc vat thé nang hai
tram can. Lat ma A La dang & chd géc quanh nhin hét sitc rd rang, lién néi: “T6i hiéu rdi, tdim
van gb nay hoat dong theo nguyén tic banh rang 16 xo, moi ngwoi gidm 1én d6 mot cai, banh
rang sé an 10 xo rut xuéng mot chut, khi nén du lwc, sé dét nhién bt tung ra, vi vay luc hat
ratlon.”

L&t Canh Nam néi: “Néu nhw vy, nhitng tdm van gd c6 thé bat 1én nay khong biét ltic nao
sé& bat 1én c4, chang trach tén linh danh thué 4y lai chét & kia. Xem ra ching ta cin phai cin
thin hon ntra méi dwoc.” Néi doan, c6 ngé dau xuoéng dwdi néi: “Trac Moc Cwong Ba, Nhac
Dwong, hai nguwoi di phia trweée cn thadn mot chat!”

bi hét cau thang xody trén 6c xudng dén chan thap, tru dong khong 16 & gin ngay trudéc
mat. Sau khi qua mot canh clra vom nho, lién xuit hién mot con dwong lon trai thang vé
phia truwdc, hai bén cam day 6ng chay sang, con dwdng & gitra chinh 13 cdnh tay ma bon ho
trong thiy ldc & trén dinh thap, con tru dong xuéng dén day thap thi cling bé ngang ra theo
chiéu canh tay. Xem ra ding nhw lat ma A La di néi, ca canh tay va cac toa thap 16n nguoc
nay déu do tru dong khéng 16 ndi lién chéng dd, chang trach lai c¢6 thé chiu duoc trong
lwong nhuwong dy. Truc dong & doan canh tay nhap vao lam mot vdi con dudng 1én bang
phang, dwong nhw con réng va to hon. Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Co 1€ 1a khoét ranh trén
canh tay nay trwéec, sau dé6 dé6 dong long vao, doi cho cirng lai, r6i méi déo thanh hinh dang
canh tay, cac vi c6 nhin qua la théng minh that.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Nhwng ma, nhé canh tay da va truc dong roi nhau ra thi lam thé nao?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lién giai thich: “Ngwoi xwa sém da nghi dén chuyén nay roi, ranh da
nay chic chén 13 hinh thang trén nhé dudi to hoic hinh chir T ngwgc. Pong thoi trong ranh
con c6 thé duc ra cac 16 nhé nhw 16 chidu mai, tru ddong do dong 1éng déng dic lai s& bam
chat vao canh tay da, khong bao gio tach roi ra dwoc.”

Trwong Lap noi: “Ky quai that, canh tay nay rd rang 1a da thong thdng dén 16ng nguc pho
twong roi, sao bon tén Ben kia con phai chAm dufc cdm & nhitng canh tay khac nita thé
nhi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pi téi tan cliing canh tay nay thi biét ngay thoi.”

Con chwa di hét canh tay da nhin thiy trén vach da khéng 16, & noi c6 1& 1a vi tri 16ng nguc
cta birc twgng Phat khong 16, dén chtia miéu mao twa nhw cung dién xay dwa vao vach ndi
1o mo hién ra trong chd t6i, khi 4n khi hién, mic du chi c6 thé nhin thdy dwgc chit it & bén
ngoai, nhwng cad nhom da cdm thiy bi khi thé d6 don ép, hoi thé don dap, tim dip nhanh
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hon binh thwong, hon nita con c6 thé cdm nhian dwgc huyét dich dang chdy ran rat, trao
dang lén dir doi chwa tlrng thiy trong co thé. Lau quynh dién ngoc, cung khuyét trén troi,
canh nay chi c6 & trén chén Thién cung ma théi!

Ciing giong nhw may nguwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba khi lan dau tién nhin thiy Bach
thanh, trong long moi ngwdi ldc nay déu d4y 1én cdm giac thdi thic ndn néng, di, di nhanh
1én, nhanh nhanh di téi d6, dirng dirng buwéc lai, chi & ngay phia trwéc ta day thoéi! Nhwng
khong ngo, cang di doc theo canh tay da ay bon ho lai cang lic cang roi xa khéi cung dién
than bi 4n hién thip thoang kia hon. Lén t&i ba vai pho twong thi ngdi chtia dep dé nhu toa
cung dién 4y da bién mit trong tAm mat, chi thdy moét doan vach ndi vwwon thang ra, trong
béng t6i mit mung khdng biét cach bao xa, véi tay ra vach da lién cham vao mot mang tron
nhan, khong thé tréo qua, con con dwong duy nhat thi dwoc duc thang 1én vach da, gidng
nhu thang treo trong dia cung Ahezt vy, mudn leo 1én chi c6 cach bo.

Kiéu leo tréo theo chiéu thang dirng nay chic han ciing 12 mot phwong phép tu luyén cta
c6 nhan, c6 diéu chuyén nay khong thé lam khé nhitng nguwoi hién dai da trai qua hudn
luyén leo vach da dwoc nira. Chi dén doan cuéi cung méi hoi c6 chat khé khin, canh tay va
thang treo cach nhau chirng mot mét, bAm vach ni leo 1én, dé€n nira chirng phai xoay nguoi
nhdy lén thi m&i bam tiép vao mép canh tay da thir hai dwgc. Theo canh tay nay tién 1én
phia trudc sé lai gap mot toa thap 16n ngwoc, nhwng néu khong di con dwong nay, Trac Méc
Cudng Ba ngwéc mat nhin xung quanh: méi canh tay c6 dudng kinh chirng hon ndm muwoi
mét, cong v&i khodng cach & gitra chiing, c6 thé xac dinh hai canh tay cach nhau khoang tir
mot tram ndm mwoi mét dén hai tram mét, tuyét déi khong cé soi thirng budng ri hay cong
cu gi khic, ma vach da lai ran di thuwdng, dung cudc chim leo nti d€ mé dwong e 1a vo vong.
Cach duy nhat, chinh 1a men theo cidnh tay ma tién 1én, chi khong biét l1a 1én dén binh dai
trén dinh thap roi thi lam cach nao dé di xuéng chd thap hon.

Toa thap ngwoc thit hai hoan toan khac véi toa dau tién, bén trong phan ting bang van
g0, mdi tang lai chia ra 1am s4u hinh tam giac, tAng trén tAng dwéi ndi véi nhau bang thang
gd kiéu gip nguoc gidng nhw trong cac kién truc 1au thap binh thudng, khong hiéu cé tac
dung gi, nhung bon ho khéng hé gip phai co quan cam by ndo. Lit CAnh Nam tham ngac
nhién, chd nay rét cudc 1a dung dé tu luyén mén gi ma cd chwa tirng thiy qua bao gid, may
lan dwa mit nhin lat ma A La, nhung vi sw gia ciing khe khé lic dau, td y hoan toan khong hé
hay biét. May chd c6 vét tich bi d6t chay, con ca 16 héng do vii khi giy ra, chdc han 1a do bon
Merkin pha huay chdt bay gay ra. Doan ngudi 1én dén dinh thap, chi thdy pho twong Phat
bang dong & gitra dang tay, kéo ciang chin s¢i xich sat, thong thang dén mot ¢di t6i tim Am u
mu mit. Chin soi xich st to nhw canh tay tré con, den si si ma khong sang bong, khong biét
da duwoc thoa thi gi, hai soi cang & hai bén, chin s¢i cang song song duwéi chan bon ho, xem
ra mudn sang mot binh dai khac thi phai di qua miy soi xich sit nay. Pong thoi hai toa thap
16n ngwoc dwoc diy xich néi lién 4y, mét & tay bén trai, mot & tay bén phai cia pho twong
Phit khong 16, ¢ 1an lwot di 1én nhw vay, khoang cach gitta hai canh tay cia twong Phit sé
cang lic cang 16n, xem ra budc phai di hét cd mwdi tAm canh tay thi méi tim dwoc dwong di
tiép theo.

Day xich sit chiu dwoc tai trong, bon ho di qua khdng kho, ké dé 1a xudng chan thap, roi
lai vin vach da treo Ién mot canh tay khac, ctr vay lap di lap lai. Thi thodng trong bong dém
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lai c6 anh sang lée 1én, d6 la bon ngudi cua Ben dang dung phao sang do dwong. Trén
dudng, nhirng chd c¢6 co quan cam bay déu con vét mau hodc lwu lai d4u vét bi pha hoai,
thanh ra ho khéng gap nguy hiém gi nhiéu, cho dén khi toa thap ngwoc thi sdu hién ra
trwdc mat. Khé khin bat dau xuit hién ngay tir ldc vin vach nui nhay sang canh tay tuwong
Phat, thang treo chi 1én dwoc chirng nim chuc mét 1 hét dwong. Lat ma A La véi tay ra,
cham vao toan vach da tron nhan nhui, trong 1dng 14y 1am ky quai, bén Ién tiéng: “Chang 1&
ching ta di nhdm dwong? Phia trwdc khong con ranh dé vin bam nira roéi.”

L&t CAnh Nam vong mot tay ra rat dén pin bat 1én, chi thiy & tAn cing chd ngudn sing
chiéu téi lai xut hién thang treo, chi c6 diéu cach vi tri hién tai ctia lat ma A La t&i hon hai
chuc mét, cho du céng lwc cia 6ng cé cao hon nira cling khéng thé nhay 1én néi. Nhirng
nguoi phia sau xon xao hoi: “Sao viy?” “Sao lai khong di nira vay?” “Phia trudc xuat hién
chuyén gi vay?”

Lir Canh Nam néi vong xuéng: “Dlrng hoang hét, dang tim dwong.”

N6i roi ¢ lai hoi véi 1én: “Chang 1& da bi ddm nguoi phia trueéc pha hiy roi?”

Lat ma A La lic dau dap: “Khong dau, vach da nay cuc ky kién c8, dung bua ciing chwa
chic gi pha hoai néi, hon nira lai tron nhén, ré rang 1a tr ltc xdy dung c6 nhan di lam ra
nhuw thé nay roi. Quai la thit, lam sao ma chung qua dwoc nhi?” Ong ngoanh dau lai nhin,
m¢&i phat hién ra minh dang & vi tri song song véi mép dwdi cia mot canh tay twong Phat,
cach khoang mot mét rwdi dén hai mét. Lat ma A La tdm co may dong, ndi véi Lir Canh
Nam: “Mau chiéu dén vao canh tay d6.”

Anh dén lwét qua, lat ma A La lién néi: “Qua 1a nhw vay, ct chiéu dén diy nhé.” Néi doan,
canh tay 6ng gip lai, hai chdn dap manh, ca ngwdi lién bat nguoc 16n nira vong trén khong,
sau d6 hai tay vwon ra bam chat vao ranh thang treo bén dwdi canh tay khéng 16. Leo 1én
may buéc, lat ma A La lai bat dén chiéu sang, néi véi nhitng ngwdi & phia sau: “Pa nhin thay
chwa, dén day thi phai nhay qua dé tiép tuc leo l1én. T6i chiéu dén cho moi nguwoi, roi ct
nhdy qua nhw vy nhé, néu khong qua dwogc thi dirng c6, roi xuéng la khong phai tro dua
dau.”

Leo nhitng doan thang treo truwdc dé déu la 1én hét vach da réi méi bat ngwoc ngwdi nhay
qua, hodc con cé thé nhay ngay xuéng canh tay khong 16, gior phai nhay bat qua giira hai birc
twong, khoang cach xa hon, bén dwéi la mot khoang tréng, d6 cao ndm mwoi mét, néu roi
xudng vi tri khong “dep” thdm chi cé thé lao thang xudng vwc sdu khong day. Trén vach da
déc dirng phai buéng tay nhay bat ngwoc bam 1ay mot mom da khac, cho du chi la dong tac
leo vach nidi don thuin ciing thudc loai c6 dd nguy hiém cao cwc khé thuwc hién, hudng ho
con doi héi thém ky xao bat ngwdi bam vao vach da & phia sau lung minh. Moi ngwdi da trai
qua huin luyén dic biét con dd, chilo Pa Cat khong thé qua dwoc, ndo ngd anh ta ung dung
nhdy qua nhw con khi leo ciy, khién tit ca thé phao nhe nguwoi.

Leo thang treo bén nay dwgc mwdi may mét, phia trwedc khong ngo lai hét dwong, lat ma
A La khong hé do du, anh dén lwét qua, doan lai bat ngudi nhay sang phia véach nii.

Trwong LAp kéu toang 1én: “Cé 1am lan gi khéng ddy! Thé nay khong phai 1 ¢6 y lam tro
ha?”
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L& Canh Nam git dau: “Ciu ndi diang r6i ddy. Toi da bao tir trudc, & diy 1a noi c6 nhan
rén luyén, dau tién 1a nhirng bai tip so cip, cang vé sau do kho sé cang cao hon."
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Thanh luyén dwong (2)

Qua nhién, leo vach da chwa dwoc bao lau, bon ho lai phai tung minh nhay 1én bam vao
thang treo trén canh tay Phat, ma khoang céch gitra canh tay khéng 16 va vach da moi luc
mot dan réong hon. Lan cu6i cung nhay tlr cinh tay sang phia vach da, khoang khong & gitra
xa dén gan ba mét, Pudng Man sirc yéu, nhdy mét ct, ban tay van con cach thang treo mot
chut, cling may gido sw Phwong Tan kip thoi dwa tay 16i lai, nhwng tit cd dwoc mot phen
toat hét mo hoi lanh.

Vat va mét hoi, cudi cung cling dén dwoc chan thap. Toa thap nay chi c6 sau ting, moi
ngudi déu cAm thay co 1€ sé dé dang di qua. Chang ngd mdi bwéc vao trong thap, cd nhém
ctr do hét cd nguwoi ra. K&t cdu bén trong toa thap ngwoc nay vé co ban giéng nhw toa thap
dau tién, tréng rong, chi khac 1a khong thiy ciu thang xoan 6c dau nira. Bon ho cdm giac
nhuw lot vao long mét qua trirng ga khéng 16, vach twong xung quanh déu la da dwoc mai
nhan béng cwc ky tron, khong hé c6 duwdng di 1én. Ngoai ra tru dong khéng 16 & gitra cling
hoi thay do6i, chia thanh hon ba mwoi ciy tru dong nhé dwong kinh chirng bdy muwoi
centimet, cing thong thing 1én dinh thap. Trong thap khong c6 4nh sang, bat dén chiéu 1én
chi thdy ngoai ban kinh ba mwoi mét la mot vung toi den nhw mwc, khéng nhin ro 16i ra &
diu. Nhac Dwong nging dau 1én hoi: “Thé nay, thé nay thi lam sao ma lén dwoc?”

Lat ma A La bwéc dén trung tam thap, dua tay s& thit tru dong da hoen gi, sau dé nhin vét
méau 14m tAm da chuyén thanh sic den trén nén da dwdi chan, trAm giong noi: “Tang nay,
ching ta phai tréo 1én thoi.”

Trwong Lap ciling buwéc dén gitra thap, ngdng dau 1én: “Pua... dua cdi tro gi thé nay, leo 1én
day! M4y cai tru dong nay tuy da gi roi, nhwng cling van rat tron trwot, it nhat cling cao trén
sau chuc mét, & giira lai chdng c6 khe hé, cho du 1a ngwoi nhén chuyén leo nha cao ting kia
cling chang leo 1én ndi dau.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan 1én tiéng: “Ching ta leo 1én vach twong thi sao? Vach twong c6 do
cong, chicla dé hon.”

L&r Canh Nam lac dau: “Nhin bén ngoai va bén trong, toa thap ngwoc nay chic 1a c6 hai
tang twong da 16ng vao nhau, gitra hai ting twong da iy chinh 1a co quan. Néu leo 1én twong,
chic chin sé cham phai co quan cam biy. Pay 1a tru dong dung dé huin luyén, nhit dinh leo
1én tru déng méi ding.”

Lat ma A La b6 sung: “Hon nita, phan dinh chic chdn da bi bit kin roi, mudn 1én trén chi
c6 cach bo & gittra nay ma thoi.”

Lit CAnh Nam lay ra mét doi gang tay, noi: “Khong sao cd, chiing ta c6 ging tay va giay mo
phong gidc hut cda than lan, tru dong tuy tron that nhung leo 1én chic ciing khdng c6 van
dé gi dau.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dwa mat quan sat cai vo trieng ga khong 16, trong long khong khoi
thdm kinh hai, khéng hiéu dam ngwoi c6 dai 4y da leo 1én nhw thé nao nhi? Cac tru déng
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cach nhau khoang hai mét, quiy thanh mdt vong tron, néu treo 1én dwoc mot niva tudt tay
roi xudng, gin nhw chic chan khong thé tung ngwoi bam sang cay tru khac.

Moi ngudi deo gang tay roi chia nhau chon 14y mot tru dong bat ddu tréo 1én. Nhirng cay
tru déng nay dwoc thiét ké hét strc tinh xdo, vira khéo dé mot nguoi tredng thanh c6 thé 6m
tron vong tay, nhwng mudn dan hai tay vao nhau dé 6m cho chat thi lai khong dworc. Tuy da
c6 gidy va ging tay giac hut, nhung leo cot cwc ky vat va kho khan, & nhirng chd it hoen gi
gitra tru, lwc bam ctia gang tay khéng déu, chi can hoi khé nhic nhich 1a sé trwot xuéng dwdi
ngay, ca chin nguoi hdu nhw ¢ leo dwge nam mét lai trirot xudng ba, nhat thoi cr anh 1én
thi toi xuéng, toi 1én anh lai xuéng, nhin thit hai hwéc tirc cwdi. Duy chi ¢6 Da Cat, than hinh
nho bé, thé trong nhe, sau khi hoc cach str dung ging tay giac hat thi cang ldc cang thuin
tay, cang leo cang 1én cao hon moi ngudi, chang may chdc da & tit phia trén.

Trwong Lap mirng rd reo 1én: “Co cach roi, bao Pa Cat tréo 1én dén dinh roi thi tha day
thirng xuéng.”

Ba Tang lac dau: “Khéng dua dai.”

Trwong Lap nhanh nhau: “Chung ta cé thé leo nira chirng r6i méi bAm diy thirng 1én tiép
cling dwoc ma, du sao cling dé hon la leo tréo cai kiéu nay.”

Lat ma A La phan déi: “Chi s khong don gian nhw vay dau. Pay 1a noi huan luyén, chic
chan s& c6 hinh phat ddi véi ké nao gian 1an, t6t nhit 1a ¢t thanh thuc ma leo 1én thi hon.”

Chi nghe Pa Cat & bén trén hét toang 1én: “T6i thiy roi, téi thiy dnh sang roi, c6 16i ra!”

Trwong LAp & bén dudi goi vdi 1én: “Pa Cat gidi Idm! Lén trén 4y roi tim chd nao chic
chan budc diy an toan tha xuéng dwdi ndy cho ching toi.”

Du sao thi Da Cat ciing sap tréo 1én dén dinh thap, Nhac Dwong va Truwong Lap bén dirt
khoat tim mot cho twong ddi thd rap roi dirng han lai, Pwong Man leo thém chit nita cling
dirng lai nghi ngoi. Mac du néi la nghi ngoi, nhwng phai bAm trén tru dong nén rat ton strc.
Lat sau, gido sw Phwong Tan cling khong thé khong dirng lai nghi, chi c6 Trac Méc Cwong
Ba, Ba Tang, lat ma A La va Lir Canh Nam 1a van tiép tuc kién tri leo dwoc ndm mét lai truot
xuong ba mét.

Lai thém mot lic lau niva, Trac Méc Cwong Ba va Ba Tang cung ldc dirng lai nghi ngoi, bén
trén van khong c6 dong tinh gi. Bon Nhac Dwong va Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba cach nhau phai dén
hai chuc mét, Pa Cat thi da bién mat trong béng t6i mot luc rat lau réi. Nhac Dwong khong
doi dwoc nira, 1on tiéng goi: “Pa Cat, anh leo dén dau r6i? Sao khong thiy noi gi?”

Mot thodng ling, roi nghe tiéng Pa Cat khé nhoc tra 1oi: “Toi... toi... trén nay kho leo 1am,
cai tru nay, cai tru nay khong thang dau.” Nghe giong anh ta, hinh nhw van & ché luc nay.
Trwong Lap 1Am bam: “Thé la thé nao?”

Chi nghe lat ma A La néi: “T6i thdy ciu rdi, Da Cat. 0? Ky la that, hinh dang trén nay qua 1a
c6 khac, hong bét roi, thé nay... thé nay thi lam sao ma leo 1én dwgc?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan hoi: “Rot cudc 1a sao roi? Pai sw A La?”
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Lat ma A La néi: “0’ day, & bén trén nay tru dong bién thanh gdp khic nhw rin vay, toi
cling khéng biét nén ndi thé nao cho phai, moi ngwdi tw 1én diy xem thi biét.” Thi ra lat ma
A La trong thdy nhirng cay tru dong nay khong thing mét mach tir dudi 1én trén, ma cé tru
ngoat sang trai, cé tru nghiéng sang phai, cé tru gip sang phia trai roi lai ngoat sang bén
phai, con c6 tru xoan nhuw ci quiy, phan trén moi tru dong 4y khong ngo hét sirc khac nhau,
nhwng & dwdi ngwéce 1én thi néi chung khong thé nhin thiy bén trén két cdu thé nao. Pa Cat
dang leo trén mot ciy tru vong qua phan dinh, hinh dang nhw dwong ray xe ltra siéu toc
trong cong vién, ct phai tréo 1én roi trueot xudéng, sau dé lai phai tiép tuc tréo 1én, rd rang la
hét sirc vat va. Con cay tru dong ctia lat ma A La thi phia trén lai xuat hién mot chd phinh ra
hinh qua tram, than tru dét nhién to han, vong tay khong thé nao ém dwgc nira ma chi cé
thé bam chit ngwoi 1én trén trai bong bau duc 4y nhu mot con than I13n, néu nhw dé truot
tay thi...

Lat ma A La lai nhin sang bén canh, hinh nhw dé 1a cay tru ctia Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, hai
trong mat 6ng nhw mudn 16i cd ra ngoai, cang khong biét phai 1am thé& nao. Phin trén cay
tru Trac Moc Cwong Ba dang leo, & gitra d6t nhién banh ra, twa nhw mot cai chiéng dong up
1én tru, cat dit duwong tiép tuc leo 1én trén, cho du than thé Trac Moc Cwong Ba c6 dai hon
nira, thi cling khéng thé nao roi khoi tru dong dé véi ra mép cai chiéng dong dy dwoc, thé
nay thi cin ban khong thé nao leo 1én nira roi.

Vira nghe néi Pa Cat cling khéng leo 1én noi, Trwong Lap 14y lam kinh hai, ngodc miéng ra
chtti: “Con ba nha n6 ch, nghi minh 1a vé 1am chi tén chic, thach thirc ki€u cho gi thé nay!”

Lt CAnh Nam thim nha: “Méi ting thi sdu ma da kho thé nay roi, ti€p tuc di thi sé thé
nao, trod dat oi! Thuwe lwe cia ching ta von khong da dé dén noi nay, chi khong ngo 1a da
muon strc ca khoa hoc kj thuit hién dai cting khéng thé di qua dwoc thé nay!”

Ba Tang ndi: “Ky la that, vy bon tén Ben d6 1én bang cach nao nhi?”

Lit CAnh Nam dap: “Vira ndy khi dén ngon thap ngwgc dau tién anh khong cht y thiy 3,
bon ching ban dwoc diy thirng dai hon hai trdm mét qua khe virc siu, chac chan 1a c6 thiét
bi phat xa manh giéng nhw phao tir lwc, chi cAn ban mot sgi diy méc dai hon trdm mét 1én
dinh théap 1a c6 thé dé dang tréo 1én trén d6 dwoc roi, nhwng chiing ta & day khong cé thiét
bi 4y. Xa trinh xa nhit cia diy méc chi c¢é hai mwoi lam mét thoi.”

Luc nay, Da Cat da leo qua dwoc chd khé nhat, bat d4u bo tiép 1én phia trén. Nhung lat ma
A La phat hién thiy Pa Cat dang rit kh6 nhoc, phia trén 4y tru dong cling bit dau to dan ra
nhuw cai loa kén vay. Vi sw gia & dudi chi con biét thim c6 vii cho chang the sidn 4y ma thoi.

Lit Canh Nam ciing d4 leo 1én dén d6 cao twong dwong véi lat ma A La, tru dong phia trén
c6 lic nay phinh ra va bién thanh hinh vudng, cwc ky khé leo, vi vdy Lir Cinh Nam chi c6 thé
dan nguwoi vao mdt mit bén cla tru hinh vuéng dé bo 1én nhw con than ldn bo trén mat
kinh. C6 d3o mét nhin quanh néi: “O? Thi ra leo twong vach lén ciing dwoc.”

Twong bén trong thap khong giéng nhw ho twdng twong, dung la dwoc xay thanh hinh
qua trirng dung dirng, phan trén thu nho dan lai, cudi cung cling théong dén 16i ra & dinh
thap. Lat ma A La lic dau néi: “U'm, cé diéu twong vach con khoé hon tru dong nhiéu ay chit.
Thir nghi xem, m&i ban dau con udn thoai thoai, sau d6 thi dé cong cang lic cang 1én, dén
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gitra thi da vudéng géc véi mat dat, ma dén phan vom thi hoan toan lo Ittng trén khong,
khong c6 chd nao d€ bam tay, cin ban 1a khong thé leo 1én dén 16i ra kia dwoc dau. Ma chiac
chan 14 trén vach twdng con c6 co quan, do kho cao hon tru dong nay nhiéu. O, Pa Cat, t6t
13m.”

Pa Cat da tréo dwoc ra ngodi, bon Trwong Lip & duwéi nghe thdy tiéng lat ma A La, lién
16n tiéng goi 1én: “Pa Cat, Pa Cat, anh 1én dwoc roi a? Tha diy xudng, tha day xuéng day.” Pa
Cat Aam & dap mot tiéng, ca cdi vo tritng khong 16 lién kéu 1én ong ong, nghe khong rd 1am.

Lat ma A La cach 16i ra gan nhat, nghe thdy “cach” mét tiéng, sau dé trén dau vang 1én
mot loat ti€ng “vu v vu”, voi vang cit tiéng héi: “Pa Cat, cdu dang lam gi ddy? Cham phai gi
roi ha?”

Da Cat tho dau xudng noi: “Lam gi cd, tdi dang budc day thirng nay, sip xong roi day.”

Nhung 16 rang la lat ma A La cdm thay hoi bat 8n. Trong bong t8i duwdng nhuw 6 thir gi d6
dang tién vé phia 6ng, 1o m¢ khéng thé nhin ré, nhwng... twa nhw xdc tu cta loai quai thd, né
cham chim, nhung nhuc lan xuéng.

Lat ma A La khong ngtri thdy mui gi, dinh 14y dén pin soi, nhwng ca hai tay déu khéng thé
rut ra noi, anh sang ctia mi lai khéng dd, danh cho viy. Cam gidc nghe dwoc ca nhip dip cda
tim minh khi phai ch¢o doi trong bong téi 4y chinh la mot khao nghiém vé y chi. Cho t&i khi
thtt d6 sat tdn mat lat ma A La, 6ng méi nhan ra chang phai xiic tu ctia quai vat gi, ma 1a mot
loai dich thé ky quai khéng mui khéng vi dang chdm chdm chdy xuéng tru déng. Khong chi
trén tru dong ctia 6ng c6, ma ca nhitng tru khéc ciing c6. Lat ma A La ¢§ vweon mdt ngén tay
cham vao chit dich, cdm gidc bén ngoai ging tay tron nhay ma dinh dinh, v6i 1én tiéng kéu
1én: “DAu, 1a dau, bén trén bat diu phun diu ra roi! Da Cat, da budc xong day thirng chua,
nhanh Ién!”

Tinh hinh lic nay la Treong Lap va Nhac Duwong dang lan lwot leo dwoc dén dd cao muwori
ba mudi bén mét, Pwdrng Man dirng lai & khodng hai muoi 1dm mét, gido sw Phwong Tan &
khoang ba mwoi ba mét, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Ba Tang déu dirng & vi tri cao khoang bon
mét bén hai mét, con Lir Canh Nam va lat ma A La d3 1én dwoc gan ndm muwoi mét, hai
nguoi nay cach 16i ra chi khoang mwoi mét, nhwng déu & tinh trang tién 1én du chi mot chut
cling cuc ky kho khan.

Tay trai cia lat ma A La da khong thé nao bam vao tru dong dwoc nira, ma dong dau dang
chay xuéng da dén cho ban tay phai 6ng. Trwong Lap 1dm bam noi: “DAau? Dau ha? Cai gi? La
dau ha! Tién sw, cai tru nay con chwa dd tron hay sao? Lai con d6 ca dau xudng nira.”

Nhac Dwong hay con ngo ngac: “Dau gi co?”

Trwong Lap chi thi€u chit nira 1a gidm chan nhay 1én, cuéng cuéng noéi: “Dau dy, dau boi
tron dy! Bén trén dang c6 dau chay xuéng!”

Nhac Dwong kinh hoang kéu 1én: “Cé can phai khoa trwong viy khong, ching ta lam sao
ma lén dwoc?”

Lic nay, Pa Cat da ném xuéng mot cudn diy thirng: “Cé day roi day.”
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Tay phai lat ma A La vira hay ciing bi loi ra, khong sao bam chit vao tru dong duwoc nita,
ong ngam chuin hwdng soi ddy dwoc tha xudng, 1at tay ddp manh vao tru dong mot cai, ké
do6 bat tung nguoi ra, bat 14y s¢i diy mot cach chuin xac. Soi day triu xudng, bén trén lai
nghe “cach” mét tiéng, ké dé 1a mot tiéng “ram”, canh civa bén dwdi toa thap ngwoc nay da
dong lai roi. L&r Canh Nam cling da khong kién tri dwgc thém nira, nhwng khoang cach giira
vi tri clia c6 va soi day rat xa, khong thé bat ngudi nhay mot cdi 1a téi noi nhw lat ma A La
dugc. Lt Canh Nam nhim hwéng roi co hai chdn dap manh, bat ngudi nhay sang bAm mot
ciy tru khac, trwot xuodng dwdi chirng muwdi mét, vy la bam dwoc vao ciy tru déong Trac
Moc Cwong Ba dang leo, ké d6 lai trwgt xudng thém chirng mwdoi mét niva, cich Trac Moc
Cwong Ba khodng muwdi lam mét. Cay tru déng Trac Moc Cwong Ba dang leo twa nhw c6 mot
chiéc chiéng bang dong chan & phia trén, thanh ra diu chi nhé xudng & riém cai chiéng chi
khong chay doc theo than try, tam thdi vAn an toan. Con & phia ctia Ba Tang lai hoan toan
khéc, téc do dau chdy xudng ting nhanh, chdng miy chdc da dén chd anh ta dang bam roi.
Ba Tang nhin khodng cich gitra minh va s¢i diy, quyét liéu mét phen, cling bat nglra nguoi
ra, bat 14y soi day roi lai tregt xudng may mét, cudi cung cling 6n dinh dwgc than hinh. K&
do6 bén ngoai 18i ra lai vang 1én mot tiéng “rac”, twa nhw vira c6 qua nguw 16i bi d6, moi ngwoi
déu nin thé nghe né lin 16ng 16¢c vé phia goc twdong, bat cir 1dc nao ciing ¢ thé nd tung.

Lat ma A La d4 1én dén gan mép cira ra, xem chirng sip ra dwoc dén bén ngoai roi. Gido sw
Phwong Tan & dwdi lic nay dang phai d6i mit véi nguy co chd dit tay chan bi diu xAm
chiém, khong thé nhdy sang ciy tru clia Trac Moc Cwong Ba ma van 6m chit dwoc tru dong
tron tudt gidng L&t Canh Nam, cling khong véi dén dwoc chd day thirng, chi con cach truot
xudng dwdi. Cling may la diu chdy twong déi chdm, vi gido sw gia trwot dén vi tri cung do
cao v&i Puong Man, Lir Canh Nam thi dirng lai.

Puwong Man thi c6 thé bat dwoc day thirng, nhung tai trong clia soi diy an toan nay cé
han, hon nira Pa Cat mdi tip that nit chwa dwoc bao 1au, nit that c6 nguy co bi 16ng bat ci
ldc nao, khi dy thi tat cd nguoi trén day déu roi xudng dat, vi vay trwdc khi lat ma A La leo
1én dén noi, cd6 khong ddm mao hiém bam lay diy thirng. Tinh hinh ctia Trwong Lap va Nhac
Dwong thi twong déi tham. Bon ho con cadch dau mut s¢i diy chirng miy mét, lic nay dang
dén hét strc lwc leo 1én trén, c6 diéu hdu nhw la tréo dwoc bao nhiéu lai trwot xudng bay
nhiéu. Lat ma A La di leo ra dwoc bén ngoai, nhanh chéng tha xudng mét soi diy an toan
khéac, vira hay dang vao gitta Trac Moc Cwong Ba va gido sw Phwong Tan. Gido sw Phwong
Tan khong thé dgi thém dwoc nira, voi chop 14y soi diy tredc, dong dau chay theo tru dong
vira lic 4y ciing chdy swot qua ngwoi 6ng. Bén nay Pwong Man ciing da tom duoc day
thirng, Ba Tang bat dau leo 1én trén, Nhac Dwong va Truwong Lap tron mat 1én nhin du mut
soi diy van con cach dén hai ba mét, ca hai anh chang ciing da nhin thiy dau roi.

Trén dinh dau lai vang 1én mot tiéng “cach” khac. Twa nhw nhat biia gé vao 16ng ngwc moi
nguwdi, Am thanh nay khién nhitng ké dang & bén trong cai vo trirng khong 16 khiép via. Lir
Canh Nam noéi: “Khéng thé doi thém dwogc nira, anh Cwong Ba, anh leo 1én trén mot chut
nira, xem cé thé tryc tiép leo ra khéng.” Trac Méc Cwong Ba y 1o bo 18n, 1o mo c6 thé trong
thay lat ma A La dang quén soi thitng quanh hoéng, vira kéo gido sw Phwong Tan 1én vira
nghi cich buéc mét dau day thirng vao pho twong da bén canh 16i ra, con Pa Cat thi & bén
canh ling xdng gitp do. Gido sw Phwong Tan da bam day leo 1én dén d6 cao cua Trac Moc
Cuong Ba, li€c nhin vao mat Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba mot cai, da ngdm hiéu y nhau, roi gido sw
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lién leo 1én truwdc. Ba Tang da 1én dén gan cho 16i ra, con Pudng Man ciling da 1én cao qua
chd Trac Moc Cwong Ba, co liéc sang phia g, 4anh mit tran ngap sw quan tAm. Trac Moc
Cuong Ba ngwdc 1én nhin ¢d c6 vi, hai nguwdi 1ong da hiéu long, doan Pwong Man ciing leo
1én trudrc.

Luc nay chi con lai bén nguwoi Trac Moc Cwong Ba, Liv Canh Nam, Trwong Lip va Nhac
Dwong. Tir tru ddng chd Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba dang bam, c6 thé vdi duoc ca hai sgi day thirng
bén trai bén phai, gd dwa mat xuéng L&t CAnh Nam bén duwdi, li€c nhin mot cai, hai nguoi
chia nhau nhdy sang hai phia, méi nguwoi chup 14y mot soi day, lai nghe “cach, cach” hai
tiéng nitra, chuin xac nhw thé déong hé bam gio cia than Chét. Lic nay, chot nghe Nhac
Duwong va Trwong Lip & bén dwdi néi vong 1én: “Cwong Ba thiéu gia, gido quan, ching toi
khong 1én dwoc roi, & dudi nay doi moi ngwoi théi.”

Thi ra dau da tr6i xudng dén chd ho, ma hai anh chang con cadch mét chut nita méi véi
dén dwoc dau mut sgi diy thirng. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba khong nén néi dang ming tham trong
da: “Hai cai thang nhdc nay,” da chot nghe Lir CAnh Nam mang lu6n: “Hai tén khén nha cac
anh! Mau lén day cho t6i!” Ca hai ngudi Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Lir Canh Nam khong hen ma
cung luc treot day thirng xudng. Lir CAnh Nam st dung ky thuit trwot diy cta bdé doi dac
ching, quin soi diy quanh canh tay mot vong, quanh eo mét vong, mot tay gitt doan phia
trén, mot tay giit doan phia dudi, c6 thé tw do khdng ché t6c do trwot. Chi nghe c6 noi: “Bat
14y tay t6i!” Trwong Lap hodng hét voi bat 14y canh tay Lir Canh Nam, k& d6 c6 lién hit tay
1én phia trén, Trwong Lap dap chan mot cai, Lir Cinh Nam lién day dau goi 1én, buwédc thir hai
ctia Trwong Lap gidm 1én vai Lir Canh Nam, ti€p d6 1a nhay 1én bam doan day thirng phia
trén, nhirng dong tac nay ho déu da thuc hién trong qua trinh huin luyén dic biét roi.
Nhung ldc Trac Moc Cedng Ba tudt diy xudng thi Nhac Dwong ciing bat dau bi trwot xudng
& tru dong, mac du anh chang da ra strc gitt nguyén vi tri song hai tay dinh diy dau tron,
khong thé nao khong ché dwgc niva. Cé diéu Trac Moc Cwong Ba da tinh toan twr trwede, nga
nguoc nguoi treot xuéng, diy quin mot vong quanh eo, dung thit lung c6 dinh, roi lai quin
thém mot vong nira quanh chan, nhw vy la thém dwoc hon mot mét nira, trueot dén cudi
mdéi diy vira hay tom dwoc cai ba 16 to dung cia Nhac Dwong. Nhac Dwong bo gang tay ra,
hai tay bam chit 14y canh tay Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Trac Moc Cworng Ba budng ban tay tom
ba 16 cua Nhac Dwong ra, hai ngwdi cuing van strc vao canh tay, lam dong tac nhw lang mot
vat trén khong, hdt Nhac Dwong 1én cao mdt doan, roi cung lic budng tay. Nhac Dwong ndm
14y that lung Trac Moc Cudng Ba, Trac Moc Cudng Ba cling nam chat that lung d6i phuong,
sau d6 Nhac Dwong bdm diy thirng ti€p tuc tréo 1én, con Trac Moc Cwong Ba thi ddo nguoi
nguoc troé lai.

Méi leo dwoc mot nira, bdng nghe tiéng “Am” vang ddng, cad phan bén trong vé tritng
khong 16 nhw bi nit toac ra, dé 16 rat nhiéu khe rianh, khong cin phai nghi ciing biét day
chang phai chuyén t6t dep gi. Lir Canh Nam va Trac Moc Cwdng Ba & dwdi voi vang 1én theo
Truwong Lip, Nhac Dwong, cd bon nguoi déu vin hét sirc lwc ma leo. May nguoi gido sw
Phuwong Tan & phia trén ciling bat dau kéo day. Con chwa 1én dén dinh thap, da nghe thay
“vii” mot tiéng, mot vat nhw miii tén ban véo qua khong trung. K& d6 nhirng 4m thanh twong
tw cang luc cang day dic, vé sau lai nghe “twng” mét tiéng twa nhw dit day dan. Trong luc
hoéng loan khong ai kip nhin k§, chi muén nhanh nhanh chéng chéng thoat khdi chd nay roi
tinh sau.
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Khé khin 1dm m&i tréo 1én dwoc 16i ra, Trwong Lap khong thé nén ndi nira, kéu toang lén
am 1: “Oi giovi oi 13 gioi, toi bi bin tring roi.”

Nhac Dwong thi ng6i phich xuéng. Trac Méc Cwong Ba va Lir Canh Nam khong néi tiéng
ndo, nhung nét mit ciing khéng dé coi cho 1dm. Am khi gdm vao ba 16 nhiéu nhat. Trwong
Lap bi trung mot miii vao vai trai, vét thwong khong 16n nhwng cé hinh thoi, mau chay
khong ngtrng, phai bdi thudc bang b6 thit chat lai méi dé. Nhac Dwong bi quet tring mat,
trén dui xwdc mot mang lén, cling da dwoc so ctiru qua loa. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba bi thwong
ngay ban toa, cling may ga thudc loai da thé thit day, khong dnh hwéng gi nhiéu dén viéc di
lai. L&t CAnh Nam noi chi bi xwéc sat so so, nhung Trac Moc Cwong Ba c6 cdm giac chic chin
c6 bi thwong & dau do, chi la khong néi ra ma thoi.
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CHUONG 25 SAU CANH Cl’A KHONG LO

Max don sach ddm d4 vun vira n6 vang ra, day thirng da budc san, trai phai moi bén mwoi
nguoi cung don strc kéo day, chi nghe canh ctra khong 16 vang 1én nhirng 4m thanh tram duc
“cach cach”. Pa m6t nghin nam réi, né lai dwgc mé ra lan niva. Merkin va Soares dirng phia
truwde, ngwdc 1én nhin canh ctra khdng 16 cao ngét. Trwdc mat bon y, diy twa hd nhw canh
ctra Thién cung dang tir tir m&, khién ca hai déu hét strc hoi hép. Vira hé ra mot khe hep, hai
canh ctra da bi mot lwc cuc 16n tw ddng tach han ra. Roi Merkin va Soares cuing luc kéu 1én!
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Toa thap ngwoc thr mwoi hai

Khi &nh dén chiéu xudng dwdi, chi thiy tir cac khe nitt trén vach, nhirng miii phi tiéu hinh
thoi mang theo mot soi diy thép cuc manh khong ngirng bin ra vun vit. Khoang cach dwoc
khong ché rit chuin xac, vira cham téi tru dong la sgi thép phia sau miii phi tiéu cling hét,
tw dong ri xudng, co quan trong vach twong sé quin day kéo phi tiéu vao trong. Dwdi chd
ho dirng chirng bén ndm mét chinh 1a ché phun dau, ltic ndy dau tran ra rit nhiéu, ban tung
tée chir khong chdy chdm nhw ldc dau nita. Gido sw Phwong Tan hoi: “Diu & diu ra thé nhi?”

Lat ma A La gb vao twong Phat dong bén canh, khong ngd lai phét ra tiéng vang “keng
keng”. Gido sw Phwong Tén 14p tic hiéu ra: “Pho twong Phit 1én thé nay, it nhit cling phai
chta dwoc bén nam tan dau.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Ngwoi ta d6 dau vao dinh pho twong Phat, réi bit kin lai. Chi can cham
phai co quan, ndp bit & phan day pho twong sé bat ra, khién mot lwong 16n dau chay xudng.
DPay hinh nhuw 1a diu thuc vat, ma c6 1€ cling khong phai, vi d6 nhét cia né rat 1on. Ma day
thirng cia Da Cat budc ngay trén mot canh tay twong Phat dong nay, du noi thé nao thi séng
sot dwoc cling 1a may man 1am roi.”

Duwong Man dot nhién néi: “Moi ngwoi nhin kia!” Chi thdy vach twong & bon phia dot
nhién ban ra bdn thanh dao to dung nga ngira, khong ngirng xoay chuyén xung quanh cac
tru dong & gitra. Dot nhién nghe “choang” mét tiéng, nhw séng dao chém manh vao tru dong
tée Itra. Lién d6 khong hiéu co thir gi bi d6t chay roi thang xuéng day qua trirng khéng 16,
diu bén dwéi 1ap tike bung 1én thanh ngon lra phirng phirng. Cac vach da khép lai, phin
rudt qua trikng phut choc bi thiéu dot hirng hwee.

L&t CAnh Nam git 1én: “Hai ngwdi cac cAu khong phai mudén & bén duwéi dei ching toi a?”

Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong sac mit tai mét, tw hiéu Ian nay néu khong c6 Cuwdng Ba thiéu
gia va gido quan, hai nguoi bon ho sém da cung nhau di chao héi T than roi.

Ba Tang chot 1én tiéng: “Gior dwong lui da bi phong téa, mudn tré lai cling khéng dwoc
nira roi.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Chwa chéc, sau khi dau b&c chay, chic la ctra da sé tw dong mé ra, hodc
khong thi co quan dé mé ctra cling & chd birc twong Phat trén nay. Pay 1a noi dung dé huin
luyén chit khong phai loai co quan déng chit bit kin mot 1an dit khoat dé phong trom.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba hoi: “Dung roi dai sw, néi ra méi nhé, nhitng co quan cam by nay
thay déu uy lwc kinh ngwoi hét, thé dong lwc cia ching & dau ra thé nhi?”

Lat ma A La diém dam mim cwoi, néi: “Cau quén roi sao? Pong lwc clia cic co quan trong
dia cung Ahezt la & dau ra?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ngac nhién noi: “Strc nuwéc?”

Lat ma A La gt dau: “Trong cac loai nang lwong ty nhién, strc gié va strc nwée la dong luc
vinh ctru tuin hoan dwoc ¢6 nhan st dung sém nhat. Néu toi khong Iam, & sdu dwéi day khe

https://thuviensach.vn



nirt khdng 16 trong long dit nay la mét dong séng 16n dang cudn chay, chi c6 diéu khoang
cach gitra dong séng ay va ching ta qua xa, nén khéng nghe thay tiéng nwéc chay théi. Co
nhén hoan toan c6 thé st dung cac thiét bi giébng nhuw banh xe nwéc, khong ngirng truyén
dong lwc dén cac bo phin bén trong twong Phat khéng 16.”

Puwong Man noi: “Nhwng ma, da hon mot nghin nam roi day!”

L&t Cinh Nam thé dai: “Phai d6, hon mdt nghin nim réi, ca ¢cd may khdng 16 nay van dang
khong ngirng van hanh lién tuc.”

Lat ma A La dwa mit nhin moi ngudi, cudi ma lai nhw khong cuwdi, néi: “K§ thuat co khi
that dang so, tri tué cta cd nhan ciling that dang kinh dang phuc, khong phai viy sao?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Nhin kia, cé6 4nh sing, bon chiing da 1én dén toa thap ngwoc thir muoi
bay roi.”

L&t CAnh Nam v tay ndi: “Dirng 1én, dirng 1én, khéng dwoc dirng lai, ching ta van chua
thé dirng lai, tiép tuc tién 1én.”

T binh dai trén dinh toa thap nguwoc thitr sdu sang binh dai trén dinh tda thap nguoc thir
bay chi c6 mot s¢i xich sat ndi lién. Lat ma A La noi véi giong ddy kinh né: “C6 nhan c6 18 1a
buwéc di trén sgi xich sit ndy, chiing ta khong 1am néi, nhung bo qua thi van c6 thé 1am
dwoc.”

Gitra thap thr mwoi bdy va thap thi mwoi tAm 1a mot ciy tru dong dwong kinh chirng bay
muoi centimet. Tru dong tron tudt nay kha giong véi tru déng bén trong toa thap nguoc
thtt sdu, khong thé dung hai tay 6m hét, nhwng & day nd vat ngang gitra khong trung tam
t8i, so véi bo 1én theo chiéu thang dirng con kho boi phan, ma roi xuéng dwdi 1a khong co co
hoi Ian thit hai. Soares ndi: “Thé nao, cling giong ting mwoi hai ha?”

Merkin 1dm bam: “Khong, khong ding, anh nhin xem, mo6t dau tru dong gac vao trong
thap, bon ho da déo mét cai ranh hinh chit nhat, tru déng co6 thé xoay chuyén bén trong ay.
Nhw thé nay, dit chin 1én d6 cling giéng nhu buwéc trén con lin gb trén mat nwdc 4y, tron
trweot nhw vay, so véi di day thép con khé hon nira ay chix.”

Soares noéi: “Khong qua dwgc a? Xem ra lai phai dung phao tir lwc roi.”

“Khong!” Merkin dirng trong bong toi kién quyét noi, “Cho du sang dwgc bén dy, ching ta
cling khéng thé vuot qua dwoc toa thap ngwgc thir mwoi tAm. Téi nhé bén dwdi hinh nhw
con c6 dwong ra khéc nira, ban phéo sang Ién.”

Phéo sang tir tir dang 1én trong man tdm tdi. Nhor lubng sang cwe manh 4y, bon Merkin da
nhin ré dwoc tinh hinh xung quanh. ¢ bén phia vach nti, bon y dang d6i dién véi mot cai
hang khong 16, t6i om nhw muec, toa thap ngwoc cudi cing & b bén kia cao mwoi tim ting,
day thap c6 mot vach den thang viron dai xudng phia dwéi vach ndi. Merkin hoi Soares: “Co
bay xuéng diy xem dwoc khong?”

Soares lac dau: “Khong dwoc, pham vi khdng ché chi trong vong nim muwoi mét thdi,
nham thé dui long d4t ndy cé nhiéu khoang chat, lam nhiéu tin hiéu v6 tuyén, khoang cach
vwrot qua nim muwoi mét la toi khong thé diéu khién dwoc ching niva.”
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Merkin néi: “Théi vay, t6i sang son dong do6i dién xem thi, néu khong dwoc thi sé nghi
cach khéc, thue tinh 1a té6i khéng mudn mit mang trong toa thap cudi cing nay chut nao ca.”
Soares cwoi khung khuc néi: “Ben Merkin ma cling cé lic so ha?”

Day moc da ban qua, c6 vé nhw da ghim vao vat gi do. Merkin giat giat soi day, thir xem
d6 chiu lwc ctia né téi dau, doan néi: “Pwoc roi, Ngwu Nhi Oa, may qua dé xem sao.”

Tin hiéu c6 thé di qua an toan ban 1én, Merkin ndi: “T6t 1dm, ching ta sé di theo huéng
nay.” Pang luc 4y, Max 1én tiéng: “Ong chu, c6 miy thang thuc sw khong thé di dwoc nira

A

roi.”
Merkin néi: “0’'m, may thing?”
Max dap: “Nam.”

Merkin gat dau: “Vay thi bao ching n6 & lai bén nay canh gac, néu bon Trac Mdc Cuong
Ba may man qua dwoc chét chin & toa thap thir mwoi hai, thi van c6 thé ngin can ching
thém mot [4n niva.” Max nhan Iénh xong lién di sip xép ngay.

bi qua day xich vao cac toa thap nguwoc thi bdy, thir tdm lai khéng khé khan nguy hiém
nhuw toa thap thi sau, mot phin co quan & day da bi dam nguoi di truedec pha hoai, chi con
lai nhitng do vat ly ky ¢6 quai trong cac 6 ngin bang van gd. Lat ma A La ciing khong biét
mday thr nay dung dé lam gi, trong thim tAm thdm doan diy la céng cu dé nguoi xwa tién
hanh tu luyén. Tt day tré di, gitra vach da va canh tay twong Phat lai c6 thang treo, dong
thoi ciu day xich gitra hai binh dai cling tré vé nguyén dang nhw lic ban dau. Pén toa thap
ngwoc thit mwdi mot, lat ma A La bdng swc hiéu ra: “Téi hidu roi! Nam toa thap trudc d6 1a
dung dé tu hanh, dén toa thap th sau, 1a d€ khao hach, qua dwoc khao hach thi sé dwoc
bwdc vao tang tu luyén cao hon, ti€p tuc tu hanh trong nam toa thap ngwoc khac...”

Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Vay thi tda thap thir mwdi hai ndy ciing 1a d& khao hach rbi! Oi troi,
toa thap thit sdu ching ta ciing suyt chut nira 1a khéng qua néi roi. Toa thap thi mwoi hai
nay, toa thap thi mwdi hai...” Anh nging diu 1én dém: “O, thap cao ding mwoi hai ting!”

L&t CAnh Nam lwom anh ta mdt cai, néi: “Chang c6 gi dang so ca, bon Merkin c6 thé di qua
duorc, thi ching ta cling qua dworc, cau nay hinh nhw l1a cau néi thi phai. Gio ching ta chi cé
thé hy vong bon ching da ph4 hoai mdt phan nao co quan cam by, d€ chiing ta dé dang qua
hon mot chit ma thoi.”

bi téi khodng trong gitra cAnh tay va vach da, moi nguoi trong nhém déu da chuln bi tinh
than dé lién tiép xoay nguwoi bat ngwoc, nao ngdy & day lai khong nhw thé niva. Poan dwédi
vach da khong cé thang treo, chiéu dén 1én trén cling khong thiy c6 gi cd. May nguoi tip
trung quan sat k¥ méi phat hién ra trén vach da chi c6 may cho go 1én biang nim tay, ma
khoang cach gin nhit gitta hai chd gd 4y cling phai dén hai mét, con xa nhat phai dén siu
bdy mét, ma phia trén hinh nhu van con mot khodng vach tréng khéng tron nhan nira. Ca
bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba ctr dan thdi mét ra nhin.

Lat ma A La thao ba 16 xu6ng, chi deo mot cudn diy an toan, trdm giong noi: “Dé toi thi,
néu lén duoc sé thit diy an toan tha xudng kéo moi ngudi 1én.” Lir CAnh Nam ciing bo do
nang xuong, chuin bi leo 1én chiéu sang cho vi sw gia.
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Cho miu da gob 1én bang nim tay 4y chi da dé vin ba ngdn tay. Chi dung ba ngén tay ma
gitr dwoc trong lwong than thé, d6i véi ngudi binh thwong qua thue da qua kho khan, hudng
h6 con phai dich chuyén nhay nhét trén vach da dung ngwoc, diy gan nhw la mot nhiém vu
khong thé hoan thanh. Chi thiy béng lat ma A La va Lit Canh Nam twa nhu hai con dé rirng
dang nhdy nhét trén trién nai ddc dirng, tir tir leo 1én cao, thin hinh méi lic mot nhé dan.
C6 miy cho dwong cut khong thé xoay nhich gi dwoc, ho déu dwa vao than thd siéu pham
clia minh dot pha vwot qua. Nhitng ngudi dirng bén dwdi chi nhin thoi ma co bap ciing cing
hét ca lén.

Nhac Dwong thip giong thi thAm: “Khong cAn phai ndi, bon tén Ben 4y chic chan Ia lai
dung day m6c méi 1én dwoc thoi.”

Trwong Lap cing thing 1dp bap: “Nhin dai sw kia, 6i trei, nguy hiém qua... Ay da, tdi sap
khéong thé dwoc nita roi. Ay ay, bén trai khong dung roi, xa qua, nhung ma di bén phai thi
khong chup dwoc chd go tiép theo dau! Oi! Oi... cudi cling ciing chup dworc roi.”

Puong Man bit mat lai khong d4m nhin, mot hoi lau sau méi hé nhin qua ké ngon tay, hoi
Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Bén trén da hét dwong roi phai khong anh?”

Long ban tay Trac Mdc Cudng Ba da dAm mod héi lanh, néi: “U, buwéc ti€p theo, dai sw sé
phai xoay ngudi chup 14y cho gd dé 1én canh tay twong Phat. Néu chup khong trung, 6ng sé
roi xudng, chung ta phai chuan bi dé do 6ng méi phai.”

Gi4o sw Phwong Tan gi¢ l1éu bat, cing Nhac Dwong, Ba Tang, Trwong Lap mdi ngwdi ndm
mot goc kéo cang ra dé phong bat trac. Chi thdy trong bong dém nhw thé c6 mot con doi
xam vit qua tang khong, trai tim moi ngwdi déu lo ltng trén cao theo than thé lat ma A La.
Ca qua trinh chi dién ra trong hai gidy dd6ng ho ngin ngui, vdy ma cdm giac dai dang diac nhw
thé thoi gian dong ctirng khong tréi vay. Cho dén khi lat ma A La bam chit dwoc vao chd god
1én trén canh tay twong Phat khong 16, trai tim nhw cang phong 1én vi s¢ hdi cia moi nguoi
méi yén tré lai. Pa Cat kinh ngac dén ndi khéng ghim ndi budt miéng thét 1én: “0i, loi... loi
hai qua!”

Nhac Dwong ciling néi: “Thay chwa ha, day chinh la thwc lwc cta dai ton sw Mat tu diy.”

Nhung bon ho & dwéi khong hé trong thiy lat ma A La dang khong ngirng thé doc trén
vach da. Ltr Canh Nam ciling cadm thiy twong déi mét moi, chi dung ba ngén tay dé gii trong
lwong toan than, lai con phai tréo 1én cao dau phai chuyén dé dang. Lat ma A La van hét sitc
lwc kéo than thé minh 1én, cudi ciing cling tim dwgc mot chd dit chan, giAm 1én mot mAau da
go ra tranh thd nghi ngoi mot chit. Ong ngdng dau nhin 1én trén, van con phai bat nguoc
ngudi nhw vay hai IAn nita, ma khoadng cach gitra vach da va canh tay moi ldc lai ting Ién,
sao c6 thé lam dwoc day? Ong tw biét, ti 1é thanh céng cla lan nhay sang vach da dsi dién
chi c6 ba mwoi phin tram, con 1an cudi cung thi 6ng can ban khéng thé nhay nguwoc tré lai
canh tay nay dwoc, nhw vay la da vieot qua cwe han ctia ban théan, khong phai ci liéu mang
ma c6 thé hoan thanh dworc.

O bén dwéi khéng con nhin ré than hinh lat ma A La nita, moi nguoi chi cé thé dwa vao
anh dén cta Lir CAnh Nam dé doi theo mot vét sang dang di dong trong bong téi, chi can Li
Canh Nam khéng kéu Ién, tirc 1a lat ma A La van con an toan. Ca bon dang nghi nhu vay,
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bdng nghe Lit Canh Nam kéu lén khe khé: “A La dai nhan!” Giong cd gdp gap cing thing,
mic du rat khé, nhung trong khong gian yén tinh dén ndi cich mwdi mét ciing c6 thé nghe
thay tiéng thé cia ngwdi khac nay, ai ndy déu nghe thiy rdo mén maot.

Thi ra trong lan xoay nguwdi bat ngwoc cudi ciing lat ma A La rét cudc khong thé téi duoc
canh tay Phat khéng 16, ¢6 1am ciing chi gin t&i thoi, ma xung quanh ché d6 lai khdng cé cuc
g6 nao dé bam. Thiy 6ng twdng chirng nhw sap roi xuéng dén noi, Lir Coanh Nam mdi hoang
hét kéu 1én thanh tiéng. Nhung lat ma A La da tinh dén tinh hudng nay tir truéc, 6ng vung
canh tay 1én, diy mdc 1ap tirc ban ra, xuyén qua canh tay da mot cach chuin xac, ddu mdc
cau xde ra, gitt than hinh lat ma A La lai trén khéng. Lat ma A La treo ngwoi trén mép canh
tay khéng 16, thé phao mét hoi nhe nhom, roi mwon lwe du dwa cta soi diy, tim mot cho go
1én dé dat chan.

Vi sw gia vat va tréo 1én canh tay thr mwoi hai, két ba soi diy an toan tha xu6ng, cho hai
ngudi nhe nhit 1a Pudng Man va Pa Cat 1én trudc, ké d6 ba ngudi cung hop strc kéo nhirng
doi vién khac l1én theo.

Nhac Dwong thé hong hoc dirng 1én: “Cubi cung... cudi cung thi ciing 1én dwoc roi.”

Lat ma A La lo so nhin tda thap ngwoc thit muwoi hai cao sing sivng, thim nhii: “Day méi
chi 1a bat dau leo 1én canh tay thir mudi hai théi ma da thé nay roi. Con dwong phia trudc
kia, ching ta lam sao vuot qua dwoc day?”

Pén chin toa thap 16n ngwec thi mwdi hai, vé nguy hiém trung trung toat 1én boi phéan,
day thap cuc nho, dinh thap lai cuc 1én, twa hé chi mot con gidé nhe thdi qua ca toa thap
nguoc sé do sip xudng ludn vay. Toa thap nay cé két ciu bit kin, dworng théng 1én dinh thap
men theo cdc manh van chia ra theo hinh xo0dn 6c bén ngoai. Vi dién tich tAng trén 16m hon
tang dwdi rat nhiéu, nén cac tim van c nhw lo lirng trén khong. Nhin qua canh twong co
thé doan 1a bén trong thap sé& c6 cac loai co quan cam bay dé khao nghiém kha ning tranh
né cta cic cd nhan téi day tu luyén.

biéu khién nguwoi ta so hai la nhitng manh van san chia ra ngoai khoang khong theo hinh
x04dn 6¢ nay khong cé bat cir bién phap phong hd gi, chi cAn buéc sai mot budéec, tat sé roi
thang xuéng vuc sau khong day. May ngwdi bon Trac Moc Cwdong Ba dirng dwdi chan thap
chiéu dén 1én quan sat mot hoi, thdy khap noi 1dm tdm vét mau con twong ddi maéi, ddu vét
bi pha hoai la liét, thAm chi c3 trén than thap ciing c6 chd bi cho né mot 16 16n, xem ra bon
tén Ben kia da ném khoéng it thiét thoi & day roi.

Lat ma A La néi: “Nhin kj van san ndy ma xem, toan la nhitng khéi gb chidu rong ba muwoi
phan ghép lai, c6 ngang c6 doc, rit c6 kha nang 4n gidu co quan; ma mdi birc twdng giita cac
cOt hanh lang déu c6 khe nitt, c¢6 16 hong, chirng té trong twdng ciing c6 co quan; chiéu day
san ngan cach gitra cac tAng 1én dén hon mot mét, c6 nghia rang trén dé ciing c6 kha ning
tang chtra co quan. Cling c6 nghia 13, ngoai mat hwéng ra khoang khong, toan bd ba mat con
lai clia hang hién nay déu c6 co quan cam bay, khong cin than 13 sé roi xudng ngay. Toi
canh b4o moi ngudi tredc, mdi mot bwdc déu phai dé phong co quan cam bay dén tir moi
hwéng day nhé.”
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Nhac Dwong nghe lat ma A La néi xong, cin than quay sang thi thim véi Trac Moc Cuong
Ba: “T6i da gidc ngd, mot long liéu chét roi, anh thi sao?” Trwong Lap chi khit mii day vé coi
thwong.

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba nam chit ban tay Pwong Man, 6 tiéu thw nhong nhéo ngudc 1én nhin
ga, anh mat tran ngap niém hanh phc, ca hai déu chung mot y nghi, séng thi cing sdng,
chét ciing chét chung.

Lat ma A La gidm 1én van gb truéc, nhitng ngwoi phia sau tuan tw lam theo, cé diéu
khoang cach gitra moi nguwdi da ting 1én d€ néu ngudi phia truédc c6 gip phai co quan cam
bay thi ciing c6 khong gian ma xoay chuyén. Lat ma A La vira di dwoc nira vong, tdm van gob
dit theo chiéu doc ma dng dit chan xudng bdng 1at ngwoc, mot chan bwéc hang vao chd
tréng, k& d6 trén vach twong ddm ra mot hang mili gido dai. Lat ma A La l1ap tirc khong lui
lai ma con tién 1én phia trwéc, dung stirc nhin ca chan trwedc vao tim van bi hut, ca nguoi do
han vé phia trwéc hop véi chan sau thanh hinh chit nhit, tranh khdi miy miii gido. Nhirng
ngudi phia sau trong thiy déu tw dong tranh khong gidm 1én tAm van gb & gitra d6 nira. Méi
di duoc vai buéc nita, lat ma A La dang ditng trén mdt tAm van ngang, dot nhién ca tdim van
gd 4y trwot hdn ra ngoai, roi rung rung giat giat nhw céi sang, cling may 1a dai sw dirng vitng,
m&i khong bi lic cho nga xudng vuwe sau khong day bén dudi.

Cang di vé sau, ddy moc, gido dai, tén ban, phi tiéu xody, dinh doc, gan nhw 1a tit ca cac
loai co quan cam bay ma thoi dai d6 c6 thé sir dung dwoc déu cé & trong toda thap nguwoc
nay; van go dwdi chan cé thé 1at nglra bat cir Iuc nao, hon nita, con 14t ngwoc ra trwdc ra
sau, xoay mdt vong sang trai hodc sang phai, ban tung 1én, rung lic, c6 chd lai tw dong rut
vao trong thap; trén dinh dau cé chiy, ¢ da roi, c6 dinh, lai con may lan ca tAm van gb to
twéng sap han xudng, nhin vét tich dé lai, chic hin bén trén vén tirng c6 da lan, go 1in, ban
chong..., c6 diéu déu da “dwoc” dam tén Ben tin hwdng ca roi.

C& nhw vay, ca doan vat va tién 1én, chwa dwoc nira dwong thi tit cd déu da bi thwong.
Thwong nidng thi c6 Trwong Lap, bi chay gb dot nhién bin ra theo chiéu ngang dap vao
khép vai trai, ca canh tay khéng sao dong cwa dwgc nira. Lén dén ting thir tdm, bwéc chin
ctia lat ma A La d3 cham hon rat nhiéu, 6ng tham kinh ngac tw nhi: “0’ doan phia truéc cé
dwong ray sat, tro gi thé nay?”

Vira budc 1én tAm van gb c6 gin dwdng ray sat, chi thiy birc twdng thap bén trai mé ra,
tirng pho twong ngudi sit sdp hang san lan lwot truot ra, vung quyén gio cwéc, khong ngdr
van c6 phong thai ctia bac danh gia. Lat ma A La tranh khéi ci ddm ctia ngudi sit dau tién,
xoay ngwdi né mot ban chan sat tung ra, nhwng lai bi ngudi sat phia trudc moc mot cu
tring cam, bay mat cd mot rang clra, tre¢c méat tdi sAm lai. Trong con hoang loan, dng nga
nguwoi 1dn vao trong birc twong, khdng ngd ngwdi sit truot trén dwong ray con nhanh hon
dai sw, hai canh tay sit trwéc sau tin ra, lat ma A La vdi dwa tay can lai, ba canh tay giao
nhau, nhung luc ctia ngwdi sit manh hon, hat ving vi sw gia ra ngoai mép van. Lat ma A La
voi hit tay 1én, bin day méc vao van go, treo minh lo Irng bén dwéi, khi 4y ddm nguoi sat
mai rut tré vao, dong thoi vach twong cling dong lai.

Nguwoi sit chay ra, lat ma A La triing don, 1dn vao trong rdi lai bi hat ving ra ngoai, sw viéc
xay ra chi trong mot cai nhay mat, doi khi moi ngudi kip phén (ng lai, dai sw da treo lo Ittng
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bén dwdi van go roi, may ngwdi chirng kién tir dau chi cudi déu chi biét tron mat ha héc
miéng ra. Treong Lap 1dm bam noi: “Pay la co quan kiéu gi vay?”

Lit Canh Nam thdy lat ma A La van an toan, cat tiéng dap: “Pay chic la cong nghé trau gb
ngua go dwoc cai tién, giéng nhw ddng nhan & Thiéu LAm Tw vay!”

Nhac Dwong thot 1én: “Khong phai vy chit, ching ta c¢6 phai cao tha gi dau, Thiéu LAm
déng nhan co a...”

Gi4do sw Phwong Tan dé nghi: “Téi c6 cach ndy, ching ta bAm & mép ngoai van gé ma du
qua, vay thi ddm ngudi sat 4y chic 1a khong lam gi duoc.”

Lat ma A La & bén duwéi 1én tiéng: “Khéng dwoc! Bén dwéi van gb c6 hai truc tai trong &
gitra, ngoai nhitng noi c6 dwong ray, cac tim van khac déu co thé 1at tung ra theo phwong
ngang, thé nén khong thé bam vao dwoc, chi c6 cich di gitra hai truc 4y méi 1a binh 6n nhit.
Hon nita, treo lo litng bén ngoai nhu thé cling van c6 nguy co khé&i dong co quan bay rap.”
Chi thay lat ma A La deo minh lo lttng gitta khong trung dang phai khé nhoc tranh né cac
loai &m khi phi tiéu ban ra tir vach tuwdng & tAng bén dudi, mudn leo 1én trén thi lai s¢ nguoi
sat tan cong.

Trac Mdc Cwdng Ba ndi: “Vay bon tén Ben kia qua chd nay bing cach nao? Pu ngudi bén
ngoai van go cling van cé thé khéi dong co quan, ma & day ciing khong cé cach nao dé st
dung cac loai méc cau chi nhi?”

Trwong Lap dwa y kién: “Liéu c6 phai ching gid tro gi trén dwong ray khong?”

L&t CAnh Nam l4p trc hiéu ra, chi thdy trén duwdng ray van con mot vai vét tich mdai, co 1ay
ra mot cai méc sit, cim né vao duwdng ray hinh cai chém & chod goc twong. Vach twdng mé
ra, ngudi sat lai truwot theo quy dao, gip phai cai méc sit ngan can, ddy cho mdc sit va
dudng ray co vao nhau di mot doan dai chirng mudi centimet méi dirng lai, hoa Iira ban
tung tée. L&t Canh Nam dirng gitta van g6, ngwdi sat tay ddm chan da mot lic, nhwng trwdc
sau déu khong cham té&i dwoc nguwdi c6, cudi cung lai rut tré vé, vach twong dong lai. Lat ma
A La gioy méi leo 1én, dwa mét nhin sang phia Lit Canh Nam, ca hai ngwoi déu dang suy doan
lai vé tri tué cling nhw than thd cta bon tén Ben va Merkin.
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. A?

Mao hiém

Tim dwoc cich tién 1én phia trwéc, cd nhém nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba méi c6 thé di
qua nira dau cua tran dia ngudi sit, chwa kip dinh than thi da thdy dong tac ctia nhirng
ngudi sat phia sau cang lic cang nhanh, quyén cwéc cling manh mé boi phan. Miy ngudi
con dang nhin ma hodng hén khiép via, bdng nghe lat ma A La hét 16n “can than”, chi thay
ngudi sat bén trai vung tay khong t&i chd dai sw, bong nhién nim ddm kéo theo day xich
ban vot ra nhw phong dan, lat ma voi cuéng cudng né tranh, mot nguoi sat khac & phia
trwde lai phi ra mét cai chan, dai sw lién nglra méat theo thé “thiét ban kiéu” tranh don, cai
chan st 4y da tring ngay nim dim sit, ndm d4m lién 1ap tirc thay ddi phuwong huwdng, ban
vé phia sau, khi thé hung hiu phi thwong. L& Canh Nam vira nghe dwgc chit “can”, da thay
mot vat thé bay t&i, cdn ban khéng kip tranh né, voi giao hai tay lai chan truéc nguc. Nhung
lwc phong ctia ndm d4m sat 4y qua 1o, ép chit hai canh tay giao nhau cta Lit Cinh Nam vao
sat 16ng nguc, day co lui vé sau mot buwéc, ha miéng phun ra mot bing mau.

Lat ma A La 16n mot vong vé phia truéc, chua kip thay vat gi bay dén, da nghe tiéng gi6
bén tai, vdi 1an sang mot bén tranh don, bén phai chot nghe tiéng gié vu vu, lai thém mot
ndm d4m sat bay vot dén nhw 4nh sao bang, vi sw gia lién ngira nguwdi ra sau né tranh, toan
than ddm dia mo héi lanh, cung luc 4y phia trwdc khong biét ¢ thir gi da ban vu téi, mat
thay khong thé tranh kip, lat ma A La 14p titc xoay ngudi rap xudng dat theo tw thé ché riic
bun, cudi ciing cling tranh khéi, tredc mat dot nhién 16e sang, trong ranh trén van gb co thi
gi d6 bi roi...

“T4t ca dirng lai!” lat ma A La dot nhién hét 16m, kéu moi ngudi dirng lai & chd duong ray
c6 nguwoi sat khong ban dwoc ndm dim sit ra, dong thoi 6ng va Lit Canh Nam ciing 1ui tré
lai. Lat ma A La ldn 16n mdy vong & giita dam nguwoi sit c6 thé bin dwoc tay chan ra xa 4y,
khap ngwoi da c6 thém may vét thwong, hoi thé van con gip gap chwa 6n dinh tré lai.

C4 nhom xé&p thanh mot hang dirng lai & chinh giita dwdng ray sit, bén canh moi ngwoi
déu c6 moOt ngwoi sit dang vung tay mua chan, rit gié v vii, m3c du khéng cham dén nguoi,
nhung chi nhin thoi ciing 4 khién ngwoi ta phai hii hiing khiép via roi. Lat ma A La néi:
“Chan tay ctla ddm ngudi sat phia truwdc kia déu c6 thé ban ra khoi than thé, du thé nao
ching ta cling khong tranh né dwoc dau.”

Nhac Dwong dang & chd goc ngoit hinh cung, khong nhin thay lat ma A La dwoc, anh 16m
giong hoi: “Bon tén Ben 4y lai dung cich dic biét nao dé qua day thé nhi?”

Lat ma A La dap: “T6i phat hién ra cai nay.” Ong gio 1én mét 8ng tiém c& nhé dai chirng
nam centimet, chi cé6 L&r Canh Nam va Trwong Lip & phia trwéc la nhin thiy. Trwong Lap
ndéi véi vé phia sau: “Bon ching dung thudc gidam dau tiém vao trung khu than kinh.”

Ltc nay lat ma A La cat tiéng: “Gio chiing ta c6 hai lwa chon, mét 1a dirng & day va quay
tré lai, hai 1a cling hoc theo bon ching, sir dung thuéc giam dau tiép tuc tién 1én, moi nguoi
tw chon di.”
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Khong nghi ngor gi, tat cd déu chon cach thir hai, thudc gidm dau ma ho dung khac véi loai
ctia bon Merkin, khéng tiém ma udng, thoi gian tir lic uéng vao dén lic c6 tac dung lau hon
mot chut, nhwng hiéu qua lai kéo dai hon. Loai thudc gidm dau tac dong dén trung khu thin
kinh nay cé thé ngin cac bo phin trén than thé truyén cdm giac vé cho dai ndo, gan nhw la
mot loai thuéc giam dau tuyét doi, nhwng ciing c6 kha nhiéu diém tai hai, vi du thé nao thi
cadm giac dau don ciing 1a phan ¢ng binh thwong clia co thé ngwoi ddi véi nhivng chd bi tén
thwong, cdm gidc dau dén bi ngan tré, dai ndo sé khong thé dwa ra phan doan chinh xac vé
tinh trang cac bo phan trén co thé, thwong sé gy ra thiét hai con ndng né hon. Mic du cac
thanh vién trong nhém déu da mac 4o giap chéng dan, nhwng d6i mat véi nhirng ci don
nang né nhu vy, tic dung cta 4o chdng dan da nhé nay lai con nho hon, bon ho chi c6 thé
dwa vao thi gidc cia minh ma dwa ra phan doan, bao vé nhirng vi tri quan trong nhéit trén co
thé ma thoi. Hon nira, loai thuéc gidm dau tic dong vao trung khu than kinh nay c6 tac dung
phu rat 16n 1én dai ndo, chi ¢6 thé sit dung mot lwong cwe nhd, udng thudc xong, sau muoi
13m phit sé bt ddu c6 tac dung, thoi gian cong hiéu chi ¢6 hai mwoi phut. May ngudi uéng
thudc gidam dau vao, roi tw tiém cho minh mét mii thudc trg tim, doan vira bao vé cac vi tri
quan trong trén co thé gitra vd s6 nam d4m va ban chan sat, vira déc hét kha ning cia minh,
tirng budc tirng buwdc mot khé nhoc x6ng 1én phia trwde. Cr nhw vay, ca doan nguoi lieu
mot phen thap tir nhit sinh lao qua ddm nguwdi sit tay ddm chan d4, cudi cung ciing hoan
thanh vong cudi cuing quanh ting thap th mwoi hai, 1én dén binh dai hinh bat giac trén
dinh thap.

Khéng ai 1a khong bi thwong, Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong, Trac Moc Cwdng Ba, Ba Tang,
gido sw Phwong Tan déu may Ian suyt nira roi xuéng khoi van gb, dung hai chit “hung hiém”
cting khé ma hinh dung dwoc mot phan van tinh canh lic dy. Lén dén binh dai kiém tra lai
tinh hinh thwong tich, canh tay trai ctia Trwong Lap, tay phai cia Nhac Dwong déu gan nhw
khong thé nhtic nhich; tir mat ca chan 1én dén ba vai Ba Tang chd nao cling xanh xanh tim
tim; L&t CAnh Nam va lat ma A La hinh nhw khéng bi thwong dén xwong c6t, nhwng bi dinh
don nhiéu nhat, déu da bi nodi thwong khong nhe; Pa Cat bi danh cho veo ca cim, lat ma A La
dang chuin bi gitip anh ta nin lai; gido sw Phwong Tan buéc di hoi khap khiéng, xem ra dui
non di bi trang don kha ning; trén ngwdoi Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhu thé dang md tiém
nhudm vai, den, xanh, tim, do, chéng thi€u mau gi; nhung Pwong Man di phia trudéc ga thi
hinh nhw khong bi thwong ndng 1dm, chi hoi c6 vé nhéch nhéac tiéu tuy thip thém bat an ma
théi. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba ciling khong cé vé mét moi gi, ngwoc lai con to ra rat binh than.
Trong mat ga chi c6 mot minh Pwdng Man, cai miéng yéu kiéu dang thé h6n hén, vang tran
14m tAm chdt md hodi, nhung ngudi van binh an, khong bi thwong ning. Trong mét Lir CAnh
Nam ciing c6 mdt nguwoi, toan than ngwoi ndy trén dwdi khéng chd nao 1a khong ddi sic,
nhwng lai ¢ 1am ra vé binh than tw nhién nhw thé ta day bi thwong nhe 1dm. C6 biét ro, ga la
ngudi dinh don nhiéu nhit ning nhit, khong biét 1a c¢6 bao nhiéu chd xwong 1éch gin lia ra
nira, cO biét rat ro, vi ttr dau chi cud6i c6 déu nhin thdy moén mot. Pén gio hiéu luc cda thudc
giam dau da hét, moi ngudi dau dén ndi phai nghién ring nghién loi chiu dwng, viy ma cai
con ngwdi kia lai van c6 gwong nhin dau, khde miéng con nhéch 1én né mot nu cwdi heo
hitng. Trong long Lit CAnh Nam 14y 1am phan no: “Hi, dién cho ai xem ch!” Dot nhién co
thdy s6ng mii cay cay, vdi quay ngodt di, dén khi quay dau tré lai, trén mit da phu 1én vé
lanh ling. Dién cho ai xem day? Ban than co cling khong biét nira.
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Lén dén dinh thap trén ting thr mwdi hai, Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong thit sw khéng thé
bo diy néi nita, toan than tlr trén xudng dwdi chang c6 chd nao khong dau nhikc, chi mudn
tim cho 16t sdn ném bdng chui vao nghi ngoi mot tran cho that da. Cam giac dau don do
thudc hét cong hiéu gay ra truc tiép kich thich vao hé than kinh, khé chiu v6 cung, L& Canh
Nam khong thé khong tuyén bd: “Nghi ngoi tai chd mot 1at roi di tiép.”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dirng canh chd ndi lién toa thap ngwoc thir mudi hai véi toa thap thi
mudi ba, dau dén dén ra roi xwong cdt, chdc chdc co bap lai khong chiu sw khdng ché cta
ban than ma co rdt mot hoi, nhung ga van c6 nhan nhin. Con dwong ndi gitra hai toa thap
nay lai 1a mot cudc khdo nghiém khéng thé vuot qua niva. Hai toa thap dwoc mot tru dong
dwong kinh chirng bay muoi centimet ndi lign. “U'm, khong d& qua dau,” khong biét tir khi
nao lat ma A La d3 dén sau lung ga.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gat dau noéi: “Thé nay con khé hon ca di trén day thép nira, dai sw.”

Lat ma A La khong tra 1&i g4, lai néi: “Om thi 6m khong hét, khong thé bo qua dworc, chi c6
thé dirng thang ngudi ma di trén d6 théi. Nhin khodng cach gitra hai toa thap nay ciing phai
dén hai ba tram mét day. D6i vdi bon tén Ben iy thi khong van dé gi, nhwng véi ching ta thi
rat khé khan dé.”

Ong ngirng lai gidy lat roi tiép 1o, “Nghi ngoi mot chiit di, roi nghi déi sach sau.”

DPang chuin bi nghi ngoi trén binh dai bat giac, bdng nhién nghe “keng” mot tiéng, nhém
nguwoi vira méi clru tir nhat sinh 4y lai 14p tirc cing thang nhw day dan. Ngoai Pa Cat ra, tat
ca nhitng ngwdi con lai déu biét d6 1a 4m thanh dan ban vao twgng dong. Sau khi xac dinh
dwoc 4m thanh phat ra tir diu, chin nguwdi déu nip hét ra sau lwng twong dong, chi thay dan
bay veo veéo, vach 1én khong trung mot dwong Iia.

Ciling may twong Phit déng nay da 16n, chin ngwdi méi c6 thé ndp hét ra sau lung. Ba
Tang lau bau chri: “Khén that, chang trach khong d€ ngudi canh gitr & 16i vao, bon chiing
chon dung lic chiing ta mét moi nhat dé ra tay. O day chd nao ciing 1a noi dé& thi khé cong,
lam sao ma qua dwgc day!”

“Ghét that, tru dong nay da kho qua 1dm rdi, gir ching lai con dé ngudi chin bén bo doi
dién ntta chit, ching ta khong thé tién thém bwéc ndo niva roi.” Trwong Lap ciing han hoc
noéi. Gior moi ngwoi déu da cam vii khi trong tay, nhwng ngay ca co hdi bwéce ra khoi sau lung
twong Phat ddng cling ching c6, phia bén kia d3 ngdm chuin vao day roi.

Ba Tang no6i: “Hai tda thap ngwoc nay cach nhau khodng hai ba tram mét, bon chiing dung
sung tredng ban tia gdn kinh ngdm ban dém, ddi pho vai chiing ta thwc qua dé dang. Nhitng
th& d6 ching ta khong hé c6, dén ca nang lwc phan kich ciing con khong du... Con dwong nay
khong thé di tiép dwoc nira roi.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Nhung cling khong thé lui vé nghi cach khac dwgc ma.”

Moi ngwoi déu im thin thit khong ndi 1 ndo... Lic nady ma rut lui chang khac nao bao ho
chét thém mét 1an nira.

... trim mic.
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...... tram mac.

L&t CAnh Nam dot nhién cit tiéng: “Moi ngwdi nghi cach qudy nhiéu sw chd y cda ching,
toi c6 thé dung day thirng méc du qua d6.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba 1ap tirc phan doi: “Khong dwgc, lam thé nguy hiém qua! Cé du nguoi
gitra khong trung, vy c6 khac gi cai bia song dau ch.”

L&t CAnh Nam noéi: “Danh mao hiém mét phen vay. Néu ching dung 6ng ngdm tAm nhin sé&
rat hep, chi cin khong chtl y dén bén dwéi tru dong la khéng thé nao phat hién ra toéi dwoc.”
Co6 vira dirng l1én vira 1dy ra mot qua lwu dan dang chai, diy chinh la th lwu dan sdng khién
ngudi ta dong thoi mat ca thinh giac 1an thi gidc ma bon Trac Mdc Cwong Ba da dwoc gidi
thiéu trudc khi 1én dwong dén Mac Thoat, 1a vi khi chuyén dung dé chong khing bd. Ba
Tang dot nhién giit qua lwu dan trén tay L&t CAnh Nam, rat ch6t, réi nghénh ngang buéc ra
khéi chd nip sau lung twong Phat dong.

Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Khéng dwoc, nguy hiém qud, sé thanh cai bia song diy anh Ba
Tang!”

Ba Tang dap: “Khong sao, c6 4o chéng dan roi.”
Trwong Lap néi: “Nh& ching ban vao dau thi sao?”

Ba Tang cwoi nhat mot tiéng: “Cwgrc mot van chi sao.” Poan anh ta quay sang bao Lir
Canh Nam, “Con lai thi phdi nh& vao c6 thoi, gido quan.” Loi vira méi dirt, mot vién dan da
ban tring ngay nguc anh ta, mic du khong dén ndi nga xudng, nhung 16ng nguc chiu luc
ndng né, hoi thé tic nghén trong gidy lat. Ba Tang vung vay hai tay dé thu hut sy chd y cla
tén ban tia bén bo ddi dién, dong thoi qua lwu dan sang cling 1an ngay phia trwdc mat.

Thai Pinh va Hoang Mao vén la loai tép riu trong to chirc san tréom H6 Lang & Kha Kha
Tay Ly. Lin ndy bon ching cling khéng hiéu sao lai may man dwoc cho & lai canh gitr chd
hiém yé&u nay, gan nhw khong cin phai mao hiém chut nao. Chi thiy trong éng ngdm ban
dém, ga dan 6ng kia tring dan roi ma van vung vay hai tay, Thai Dinh thAm nht: “Thang nay
mang lén that, [An ndy ma khong ban vé ddu may ra thi c6 16i véi khiu sung cda tao qua.”
Dot nhién, hin thiy ga dan 6ng kia bat ngd xoay ngoat ngwoi lai, quay lwng vé phia minh,
doéng thoi con dwa hai tay 6m dau nira, day la tw thé quai quy gi viy? Hai tén con chwa kip
nhan ra chuyén gi, hét nhién da thiy trong kinh ngdm tring x6a mot mau, 4nh sang chéi 10a,
ca hai déu virt sting sang mot bén, 6m mat kéu Am 1, nhat thoi chang nhin thiy gi nira.

Khi 4nh sang chéi 10a tan di, Lit CAnh Nam tirc khic lao ra khoi twong Phat, ngdm chuin
phwong hwéng réi tung minh nhay vt 1én, dong thoi tay trai vung ra, diy méc quan may
vong quanh tru dong, ca ngudi Lir CAnh Nam dung dwa mot cdi, trong nhdy mat da tién 1én
muoi miy mét, ké do tay phai c6 hit 1én, mét soi day khac ciing cung lic quan quanh tru
dong, diy moéc bén tay trai loi ra, bat dau tw dong quan tré lai. Cir nhw vay mot day tay trai
mot diy tay phai quan 1ay tru dong ma tién 1én. Nhin c6 vé don gian nhwng thwc hién mot
loat dong tac lién tuc dy trong bong dém, Lir Canh Nam budc phai dwa vao ky trc méi c6 thé
viang diy quin tru dong mot cach chuin xac, hé than thé hoi nghiéng 1éch di mot chut, day
moc sé bay trwot ngay tap lw.
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Dbong thoi trén dinh thap, nhirng ngwdi yém ho lan lwot né siing phan kich, méc du khong
nhin thdy muc tiéu & diu, do chuin xac khong thé so véi sung ban tia, nhwng tiéng sting 4m
vang ciing da khién hai tén mu dé kia phai 6m dau 1di nhw chuét.

Merkin va Soares khong hé nhin ra diy chinh la bén trong miéng clia twong Phit khong
16. Bon y chi cAm thiy ch6 héng nay twa nhw mot cai giéng troi 16m, noi cd ddm dang dirng 1a
mot quang trudrng bang phang rong c& bon cai sin bong da gop lai, viing t6i tim khong nhin
th4y gi phia trén 1a vach d4 hinh mai hién chia ra. Quang truong dwoc duc déo mai nhan
phang 1y bang sttc ngudi, dirng gitta chdén day, du 1a ngwoi hay may méc co gidi gi cling déu
1ap ttrc tré nén nhé bé. O cudi quang trurdng 1a mot toa kién tric cung dién tréong nhw ngon
thap ba tAng. Khi phéo sdng ban 1én chiéu roi choi loa trong hang dong, tda cung dién cao
ngit kia lién phé ra vé rwc ré mudn mau vo cung huy hoang 16ng 13y. Nhirng manh ngéi nhw
ngoc lwu ly khién c3 phan mai cung dién anh 1én sac hoang kim chéi loi, nhitng con thid lanh
gan trén mai ngoi phat tia sang nhw bach ngan, trén twdng cung dién mau tim dé trang tri
nhitng miu da lan tinh 14p lanh nhw bdo thach lai con cham ndéi vo sé phi thién da xoa, may
lanh thd quy, & chinh gitra bitc twong 1a birc phu diéu kh6ng 16 cham hinh Phat ba mat mudi
tam tay dang ngdi, ctra cung dién nam & phan bung Phat. Buéc lai gin, ngadng dau 1én khong
thdy mai cung dién, ddo mat nhin quanh khong thiy géc twong, chi thdy c6 mot canh cira do
boc dong vi dai phia trén déng nhitng hang dinh ddng to bang miéng bat chan sirng sitng
tre¢c mat. Nhin thiy canh ctra nay, trong 6c Merkin va Soares cung ldc bit gidc nghi dén
mot tlr: nguy nga.

Hai bén ctra cung dién van con gia d& bang da cao ngit, then clra gai cAch mat dat chirng
mudi lam mét, dung nguyén mot cay go 16n gac ngang trén chét bang dong. Cay gb nay da
muc nat roi rung, nhung ndm xwa, mot cay go to twéng thé nay tudi cdy it nhat ciing phai
dén nghin nam trd 1én.

Merkin néi: “Xem ra nam 4y ngwoi & day ra di rat voi va, dén ca gia dé bang da kia ciling
chwa kip diy ra nira.”

Soares néi: “U'm, ca cay gd nguyén khdi dwong kinh tdm hai mét, néu khong phai né da
muc nat ra roi, muén nhic xuéng ciing khong phai l1a chuyén dé dang gi dau. Ndm xuwa dam
nguoi Co Cach 4y lam cach nao ma dwa né 1én dé6 dwgc nhi? Treo 1én a? Nhwng nhin hwéng
bAc thang cua hai céi gia bang da nay, thi hinh nhw 13 ho vac 1én hay sao vay, thé thi cin dén
bao nhiéu nguwi méi nhac no 1én dwoc day?”

Luc nay, Max buwéc dén bao cao: “Pa kiém tra xong, xung quanh khong c6 co quan cam
b3y nao. Xem ra chi can cho né hai cai bé da kia, roi budc day thirng vao tay ndm ctra bang
déng 1a c6 thé kéo ctra ra dwoc.”

Doi bon Merkin di ra phia chd quang trweong thoang rong, Max ha 1énh: “Cho né di!”

Xa xa chot c6 tiéng sing vang lén, Merkin mim cwoi néi: “Xem ra bon ching gap phai
phuc kich & tAing mwoi hai roi. Cay tru dong dy gan nhw 1a khéng thé qua néi, bon ching c6
thé dot pha clra ai ciia chiing ta khéng nhi? Cha, két qua that khién nguwoi ta cho doi qua di”

Soares cuwoi khung khuc néi: “Toi lai chi muén biét xem rét cuéc anh dang choi tro gi
tho6i?”
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Merkin cdi dadu nhin xu6ng miii chdn minh: “Réi anh sé biét thoi.”

Hai phut tréi qua, thi lwc ctia Thai Pinh va Hoang Mao dan dan hoi phuc. Bon ching ciing
nghiéng nguoi ndp phia sau mét pho twong Phat déng, nhin anh lra xet 16e trén khong
trung, 1ap tirc biét ngay ddm nguwoi trén toa thap bén kia chi 1a ban vu vo cho bd tirc. Hoang
Mao cAm sing ban tia Ién, tir sau lwng twgng Phat ddong budc ra, han hoc noi: “Twdng c6 thé
ban tring bon tao 3, lai dung ca lwu dan sang nita ddy, dé tao cho ching may biét mit.”

Thai Pinh ciling gac sung ban tia 1én lan can tré lai, bt 6ng ngdm ban dém Ién néi: “Tao
v&i may xem thang ndo ban tring nhiéu hon. Kha kha, irm? Ky quai that, ching né nip dau
A sy
roi?

Hoang Mao dap: “C6 dra ndp dwdi lan can, c6 dira ndp sau twong Phat, chi dé 160 nong
sung ra ban vung vai mot chip thdi, chac chiing né cling biét bon minh hdi phuc thi lwc roi,
thé nén m&i cup dudi ndp di hét”

Théi Pinh néi: “Chac 1a khong dung lwu dan sang nira diu nhi?” Hoang Mao git dau:
“Chuing n6 chic ciing biét c6 dung nira thi cling chang hiéu qua nira roi. Ban trang mot dira!”
Han hwdng hong sing ngdm chuidn bén dwdi lan can, bén trong kinh ngam thiy hoa méau
ban tde ra.

“Al” Trwong Lap giat minh 1dn sang mot bén, cai vai trai con chwa lanh lai bi thwong thém
lAn nira, ddng thoi kéu 1én: “Tranh khoi lan can ngay! Bon ching ban xuyén qua phién da
day.”

Nhac Dwong d& Truwong Lap tré& vé sau twong Phat dong. Pwong Man da chuin bi sdn
dung cu gitp anh chang khtr doc, bang b6 cdim mau. Nhac Dwong ndi: “Khong ngo con biét
ban xuyén vach nira, xem ra bon ching ciing kha hiéu tinh ning cta sing ban tia ddy. Ghét
that, dé t6i dung thém mot qua lwu dan sang cho chiing mu ludn.”

Ba Tang lic du ngan lai: “Khong duwoc, sé 1am 16 gido quan d4y. Hon nita, bon ching da
c6 dé phong, lan thir hai rat khé hiéu qua.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gio hong sing ra bén dudi nach twong Phat, lai ban thém mot loat
dan: “Gido quan con can bao lau nira méi sang dwoc phia bén kia?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pi qua tru dong it nhat ciing can ndm phit, sau dé cd dy con phai tién
vao tang bén dwdi cta toa thap, vong ra sau lwng chiing. Chuyén nay ciing cin mot chut thoi
gian, mwoi lam phut c6 1€ 1a da.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba git dau: “Vay thi kién tri thém may phut nira di.” Trong long ga thim
nhu: “Gido quan 3, cd phai thanh cong d4y nhé, ci loai dan ba chang khéic gi ma quy nhw ¢
chac 1a khong thit tha dau nhi.”

Kién tri gitr trAn dia thém mAay phit nira, wéc doan Lir CAinh Nam di sang dén toa thap
bén kia, Nhac Dwong dot nhién nady ra y twdng la, 1dy mot manh vai trang dung bing vét
thwong budc vao nong sing gio 1én. Qua nhién, &nh mat cda hai tén Thai Dinh va Hoang
Mao déu bi manh vai iy thu hat. Thai Pinh néi: “Thé nay l1a y gi ddy? Mu6n diu hang ha?”
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Hoang Mao noéi: “Ciing dwoc diy, hay 1a tao véi may dirng lai mot chdt, nhwng ¢t ngdm
trwdc, doi ching né ra mot dira thi bin mot dira.” Thai Pinh pha 1én cwdi ho hé. Tiéng cudi
con chwa dit, hin bong cam thiy sau gay bi vat gi d6 dap tdi, 1ap tic khong nghi ngei vung
tay hat sung nguwoc lai. Pong thoi Hoang Mao ciing dét nhién cdm gidc bi mét ct gidt manh
twa nhw c6 ngwoi dinh bép chit bong bit ngo chuyén sang gidt ngwoc canh tay hin 1én.
Nguwoi danh 1én chinh 1a Lt CAnh Nam. Pwoc tiéng sung yém ho, co tién vao ting dwdi toa
thap, r6i vong ra sau lung hai tén nay, bit ngo ra tay dot kich, von dinh danh hén mé mét
tén, bat sdng tén con lai, khong ngd tén bi chém vao ¢4 kia lai khong hdon mé, con vung sing
phan kich. Lir Canh Nam lién tirc khic thay déi chién thuat, chudn bi nhic mot tén 1én hat
vang ra phia trudc, ké d6 sé ché phuc tén con lai. Nhw viy, tén bi hat vang 1én kia cho du
khong bi roi khéi dinh thap cling nhat thoi hoang mang khong tw lam cht dwoc ban than.
Khéng ngo, than thé Hoang Mao vira méi nghiéng vé phia trwdc, han di dot nhién budng
sung, hai tay vin vao lan can, k€ d6 ca ngwoi nhay tung 1én, dinh dung hai chan kep 14y ké
tdn cong 1én phia sau. Nhwng sau lwng han khong phai ai khac ma chinh 13 Lir CAnh Nam. C6
thuan thé nglra nguwoi ra sau, tung chin téng cho han mot cwéc. Hoang Mao lién mwon da iy
dao mét vong trén khong, véi bam chat 1ay thanh lan can, treo lo 1trng bén ngoai toa thap.
bong thoi Lir Canh Nam ciing vwron tay diy hong sting di, tiéng “tach” vang 1én, mét vién
dan chéch khoi quy dao, khong biét da ban vé phia nao. Thai Dinh giat cii ché danh mét cu
vé sau. Lir CAnh Nam gio tay bat 14y. Han lai hit chin tung ct d4 hau. Nhung L&t Canh Nam
giAm manh mot phat, tén ho Thai lién nglra bat ra sau. Lir Canh Nam lién budng tay roi giat
ludn téc hdn kéo mot phat ra sau. Thai Dinh tirc khic mat thing bang, voi wdn minh nhao
1én trwde. Lir Canh Nam nhan da 4y dy nhe mot cu. Thai Pinh ding khéng virng dwgc, chian
dap v0i vao lan can, ké dé dinh quay d4u lai xem thi¥ coi, rét cudc cai ké loi hai 4y 12 ai.

bung luc nay trong bong toi vang 1én moét tiéng “Am” nhw sdm no gitta troi dém, nhw
thién thach lao xudng dat, anh sang con manh hon phao sang bdi phan. Tiép dé la ca pho
twong Phat khéng 16 rung 1én mot chip, ma toa thap dirng trén mép canh tay da 1a rung lac
di* d6i nhat. Ca dap kia cua Thai Pinh cung lic khéng ngo dap gay ludn ca phién da lan can,
cd ngwdi han 16n phoc lao xuéng khong gian tdi den thdm thim, dén khodnh khic cudi cuing
cling khéng nhin ré dwoc rot cudc la da bi ai tip kich. Cung véi con chdn dong div doi do,
Hoang Mao ciing bi hat bay khai thap, chi dé lai mot tiéng kéu dai tham thiét, nhung 4m
thanh da bi tiéng né 4m vang kia nhin chim hoan toan.

Chan déng manh liét ay cling khién bon Trac Mdc Cwong Ba mét phen that kinh. Lic ngé
diu ra nhin, vira hay phia trén bung lén dnh sang choi 10a, chi thiy hién ra mot cai diu ba
mat, chin con mét, ba cai miéng, sdu 16 miii to 1&6n xwa nay chwa tirng thdy bao gi¢. Trong
bong t6i, cai ddu bang da 4y ha to miéng ngang 1én nhin tréi, khuén mit toat ra vé tuyét
vong, biét rd 1a xa khong thé vdi, lai twa nhw & gin ngay trwdc mat, trong dang so vo cung.
Anh sang da tit ngim, nhwng gwong mat hung ton iy van khién nhitng ngwoi trén dinh toa
thap ngwoc s¢ hai trong long. Cai dau vi dai téi mirc nhirng toa thap cao 16n nay & trudc
mit né tréng cing 1am chi nhw miéng cha gio hay que kem, cai miéng khéng 16 kia chi can
cin mot miéng 1a mat tiéu mot nira roi.

Max don sach dam d4 vun vira n6 vang ra, day thirng da budc san, trai phai mdi bén muwoi
nguoi cung don strc kéo day, chi nghe canh ctra khong 16 vang 1én nhirng 4m thanh tram duc
“cach cach”. P4 m6t nghin nam r6i, né lai dwgc mé ra lan nira. Merkin va Soares dirng phia
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trwdc, ngwdc 1én nhin canh ctra khéng 16 cao ngit. Trwdc mit bon y, diy twa hd nhw canh
ctra Thién cung dang tir tir m@, khién ca hai déu hét strc hoi hop. Vira hé ra mot khe hep, hai
canh ctra da bi mot lwc cuwe 1on tw dong tach han ra. Roi Merkin va Soares cung luc kéu 1én!
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N

Vuc sau

Khoéng ai c6 thé ngdr rang sau canh ctra khéng 16 4y lai 1a xwong cét chit ddng 1én nhw ndi,
bit kin ca canh ctra 1é6n cao dén chirng hon ba mwoi mét. Canh ctra vira hé ra mot chit, dong
xwong cOt dé da twa nwéce i sim sip trao ra. Merkin va Soares dirng miii chiu sao & do thay
déu khong ngd sau canh clra lai chit nhiéu xwong cdt dén vay, tirc khac hét 1on dong thoi
nhdy tranh. Lic diu canh cira ddng va déng xwong c6t nay & thé can bang lwc, néu can bang
nay bi pha v& thi tinh thé sé nghiéng vé mot phia. Thanh ra khi d6ng xwong c6t khéng 16
day bat dwoc ctira dong thi 14p tirc nhw bai bun troi, ao ao trwot doc theo con doc, trong choc
14t pht kin khoang gitra quang trudng, tao thanh mot con dwdng lat hoan toan bang xwong
c6t. Cho dén ldc vo s6 manh xwong chdy tran ving tung tée xudng vach nui, con 1i méi tir tir
dirng lai. Cling may 1a ca Merkin l14n Soares déu phan &ng cuc nhanh, ciAm bang bi cuén vao
con 1 d6 thi muwdi phan chac mwoi da bi hit vang xudng vuc siu roi, trong khi do, hon hai
chuc tén dirng & hai bén kéo ctra lai hoan toan binh an vé sw.

Max 1a tén dAu tién chay dén d& Merkin van con chwa hét hodng hon day, chi nghe han lo
ling hoi: “Ong chii, 6ng khong sao chir?”

Soares sdc mit t8i sAm lai, nhin ngon nui sirng sitng bang xwong c6t thuc sw theo ding
nghia den trudc mit, gwong gao héi: “O day, rét cudc da xay ra chuyén gi vay?” C6 mo, co
quan, tha dir trong c6 md Maya chwa tirng lam y so héi, b&i y ¢6 tu tin, lai con cé ké khién y
tw tin dAn dwong; nhitng twong Phat ky quai, cic co quan ky di trong Canh clra Sinh ménh, y
cling chdng coi vao dau, cing 1dm chi hoi c6 chut kinh ngac ma théi; co quan Phat & C6 Cach
tuy rang hung hiém, nhung chi xay ra trong nhay mat, c6 1& sau d6 ciing hoi so mot chit, cé
diéu cling da qua roi... bing la chi dén lic nay, y méi thuwe sw cadm thay c6 chit so héi roi.

Merkin vuot mo héi lanh, néi: “Ai ma biét dwoc ch?” Xwong cot & day lén dén hang
nghin hang van b, xép chat chong phia sau canh ctra, c6 thé thay déu la xac co c3, tinh thé
khéac han véi vo s6 co quan ma bon chiing bat gip truédc dd. Co quan cam bay cho du loi hai
téi dau cling chi 1a vat chét, con nhirng xac chét c6 nay, tit ca déu tirng 1a con ngudi con
séng so so... La thi gi, 1a thir gi da khién ho chéng chit dén phia sau canh cira khéng 16 nay
ch? Lién twéng dén gia d& bang da chwa kip dich chuyén di, cai chét ctra khéng 16, va ca
day xich vit ngang qua khe vuc sau bi ngwoi ta phé hoai nira, y dd rang noi diy chic chin
da tirng xay ra chuyén gi d6. Mot nghin nam trwdc, hodc may tram nam trwéc, tom lai la noi
diy nhit dinh da tirng xay ra mot chuyén khién nguoi ta khong thé twdng twong ndi.
Merkin ciing bit ddu cdm thiy hii hung. Lic nay bon y dang & trong Thanh dia cia m6t ton
gido hoan toan xa la, co quan cam bay ctia ho gin nhu 1a khong dém xia dén mang ngudi,
cach khéi dong huyét tri cia ho dén ca y khi trong thay lan diu cling phai dung hét toc gy
s&n ca da ga. Ma ngay truwdc mit kia da san c6 ca hang nghin hang van bd xwong kho chit
chong cao thanh nui... Pay rét cudc la tén gido gi cht? Nhitng ciu hoi thach dé khoé co loi
gidi ma c6 nhan d€ lai kia rot cudc 1a dang néi l1én diéu gi?

birng lang héi lau, cubi cung Merkin cling néi: “Ching ta vao trong di.” Max thoang do du,
chi hy vong Soares c6 thé néi d€ mot sé & lai. Khong ngor Soares cling gat dau bao: “Vao
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trong thoi.” Ca doan ngudi budc 1én nii xwong c6t ma di, nhitng tiéng “rac rac rac rac” phat
ra lién tuc dudi chin khién trong hang dong khéng 16 nhw phang phét c6 vong linh tir chon
dia nguc tré ve.

Sau khi hai tén Thai Pinh, Hoang Mao nga roi xuong vuc su, Lir Canh Nam lién dung day
moc treo minh bén dwéi tru dong, ké dé lai 1y day thirng ndi thanh mét con dwong khac,
moi ngudi bAm vao diy thirng ma tréo qua, kh6 khdn 13m méi sang dwoc ngon thap thi
mudi ba. Nhung cit hé nghi dén diy chang qua mai chi 1a IAn khao nghiém th hai, vin con
mot toa thap cudi cung, lan khdo nghiém & toa thap ngwoc thir mwoi tim dang doi bon ho &
phia trudc, 1a chang ai vui 1én néi nia.

Trwong Lap ndi: “Vira ndy, rét cudc da xay ra chuyén gi vay?”
Ba Tang suy doan: “Chéc 1a bon tén Ben 4y cho né thi gi d6 roi.”

Puwong Man ngang dau 1én néi: “Moi ngudi nhin kia, 4nh lira & toa thap ngwoc thir mudi
bay tat roi, bon chiing c6 di qua dwgc khong thé nhi?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Chi so rang vrot qua toa thap thi mwoi hai nay da 1a cuc han ning luc
cta bon ching roi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan 1én tiéng: “Liéu c6 phai ching da tim dwgc dwong khac réi khong?
Du sao thi bon ching cling mang theo rat nhiéu trang bi doi méi vao day, co quan cuia co
nhan chi thiét k& nham dé d6i pho véi ngudi & thoi dai 4y ma thoi”

Nhac Dwong chot hoi: “Kha nang chién dau cda doi thu thé nao?”

Lit CAnh Nam dap: “Rat manh, nhwng ching khong phai linh danh thué nguwoi Nga, hai tén
toi vira doi pho lic nay la ngwoi nwdc ta.”

“Gi co!” Trwong Lap thét 1én: “Cai tén Merkin iy, cling tim dwoc mot dam ban mang &
Trung Quoc nay a?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba thAdm nhi: “Liéu c6 thé nao lai lién quan dén Ngwu Nhi Oa khong?”

Lir Canh Nam néi: “Cé kha ndng lan nay Merkin khéng dung dén linh danh thué nguwoi
Nga, nhung thuc lwc cua doi phwong cling khong thé xem thwong dwoc. Bon ching da dat
phuc binh & day, vy thi doan dwong tiép sau chi s¢ cling c6 ngwdi mai phuc sin roi, phai
cin than, ddm nguoi dy khéng phai tay vira diu, ldc niy toi cling suyt chit nira 1a khéng ché
phuc dwoc hai tén d6 ddy.” Bay gi¢o nghi lai, Lir CAnh Nam m&i nhin ra than tha cta hai tén
vira roi thwce ra rat kha, néu khong phai danh 1én, cong thém con chin déng bat ngd, nhit
thoi c6 cling that kho ma gianh dwgc phan thang. Lir Canh Nam nghi ngoi gidy 14t, doan noi:
“Né&u con c6 phuc binh nira, thi ching ta phai sap xé€p mot chut dé che mat ké dich mdi
duoc.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba héi: “Phai lam thé nao?”

Lit CAnh Nam dap: “Hai tén lic ndy nga xudng dung lic c6 tiéng n6 vang 1én, tiéng kéu cua
chiing da hoan toan bi tiéng n6 nhan chim, vi thé bon nguoi bén trén kia sé khong hé hay
biét ching ta di sang dén toa thap ngwgc thir muwdi ba roi. Ching ta chi cin bay b6 & day vai
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tiéng sung di doang 1é té, bon ching it sé twdng rang ching ta van ket giita tda thap thi
muoi hai va toa thap thir mwoi ba.”

Trwong LAp mirng r& néi: “Téi biét rodi, chuyén nay thi dé, cr giao cho tdi lam.” Chang
mdy chdc anh da 1ap xong mot thiét bi don gian, budc hai khiu sing lai, dit thoi gian trong
vong nam phut sé 1an lwot ban ra hai phat, dong thoi thoi gian 14y co cta hai khiu sting
cting khac nhau, nghe ra twa nhu khong hé c6 quy luat gi vay. Sau khi da sip xép xong xudi,
chin ngudi méi bat dau tién 1én phia tredc mot cach cang cin than hon, cang tién dén ria
quang sang, moi ngwoi cang thém cin trong, ai biét dwoc d6i phwong da mai phuc & day
bao nhiéu nguwoi co chir.

DPén dinh toa thadp ngwoc thir mudi siu, nhin s¢i xich sit vweon dai ra xa, Lt Canh Nam
noéi: “Muwoi tam canh tay cda pho twgng Phat khong 16 nay dang rong, hai canh tay & trén
duwéi thi cach nhau twong d6i gan, khoang cach gitra hai canh tay hai bén kha xa, trong dé
canh tay thip nhit thi cach phia bén kia gin nhit. Ching ta da bat dau tién vao tir do, leo
vach da 1én canh tay phia trén, roi qua xich sat trén dinh thap d€ tir tay bén trai di sang tay
bén phai ciia twong Phat, k€ d6 lai leo vach da 1én canh tay phia trén, lai qua xich sat tir bén
phai di qua bén trai, cr thé 1dp di lap lai. C6 diéu, toa thap thir mwoi bdy va muwdi tam lan
lwot nam trén hai canh tay cao nhat & hai phia, nén tir thap thir mwoi su phai qua xich sat
dé dén chan thap tht muwoi bay, sau d6 vong 1én dinh thap, roi di qua tru dong thang 1én toa
thap nguoc thir mudi tdm. Anh Itra cia bon tén Ben dirng lai & dinh tang thi mwoi bay,
chirng té ching chwa qua tru déong sang ting mwoi tam, ma khong biét da di diu roi. Néu
muon mai phuc, thi chi c6 thé mai phuc & toa thap nay thoi.”

Ba Tang noi: “Vay ching ta tinh sao day?”

L&r CAnh Nam chi thi: “Tirng ngudi tirng ngwdi qua mot, gang hét strc khong dé xich sat
phat ra 4m thanh, chi cAn qua dwgc mot nguwdi, chuyén sé dé dang hon rat nhiéu. Toéi qua
trwdc, Ba Tang theo sau, k€ d6 1a Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong, ti€p sau moi ngudi tw sap
x&p, da hiu chwa?” Lit CAnh Nam biét r, mdc du lat ma A La than thi cao cudng, nhung
néu mudn danh nhau giét ngwoi, ¢d van can dén binh linh hon. N6i xong, ¢6 can than treo
minh bén dwéi soi xich, gdng hét stirc khong phat ra tiéng dong nao, im ling nhich dan vé
phia béng t8i sdu thim tham. Cung lic 4y, ndm gi phan tir vii trang mét méi ra roi van dang
& trén dinh thap nham mat thw gian, chi cAn nghe thiy tiéng sting 1a dwoc roi.

Ca Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong déu bi thwong & canh tay, bAm day xich sang bén kia cuc
ky khé khin, nhung cudi cing thi cling qua dwoc dén noi. Nhac Dwong sang bo bén kia
xong, khé bao v&i Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Hinh nhw 1au 13m roi khong nghe thiy tiéng sting
nita.” Trueong Lap gat dau: “0,, ban hét dan réi thi tw nhién khéng cé tiéng sting nita thoi.”
Lir Canh Nam giat thét nguoi, phe minh khéng nghe thay tiéng sing, vay thi ké dich ciing
khong nghe thay, sw tinh nguy cap dén noi roi.

Co voi sdp x€p: “Chi s¢ bon chiing sip phat hién ra c6 chuyén bat 6n réi ma ngwdi cia
ching ta van chwa qua hét. Trw¢c khi hiéu ré tinh hinh quan s6 ké dich, khéng tién danh
ran dong co. Nghe day, toa thap ndy ciing 12 kiéu cau thang xody trén &c bén ngoai, toi va Ba
Tang sé& 1én 1én trén d6 quan sat tinh hinh. Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong, hai ngwdi dén chd géc

https://thuviensach.vn



canh tay, dung sung ban tia 14y dwoc bon kia, hé ké dich xuit hién trén hang hién 1a ban
luén. Doi 1t nira may ngudi gido sw qua day, réi phoi hgp hanh dong véi ho.”

Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong chon mét ché t6i 4n ndp, dung 6ng ngdm ban dém quét mot
vong xung quanh. Trwong Lip ndi: “Nhin tir bén ngoai, toa thap cudi cung cling giéng nhw
nhitng cai khac nhi, thit khong biét bén trong cé co quan gi day nira.”

Nhac Dwong thi thAm: “C4u nhin di kia. Quai that, chang I& ca toa thap cudi cing nay ciing
khong thong dén phan nguc cia twong Phat khéng 16 nay a? Soi diy sat kia khong ngo lai
kéo dai mai xuéng dwdi thé kia. Nhin tir géc nay, e 1a s¢i xich ay ndi tir canh tay cao nhit
bén phai xudng han tn mu ban chan bén trai twgng Phat nay dy chir.”

Trwong Lap néi: “May nguwoi ¢d dai nay 1dm tro qua nhi, tréo hét mudi tdm canh tay roi
van chua xong, con mudn bat ngwoi ta tir dwdi chan twong Phat tréo 1én thém mot nghin
mét nira a? Chang trach ma bon tén Ben manh nhw thé cling khong muén chon con dwong
nay.”

Puwong Man va gido sw Phuong Tan ciling da an toan qua dén noi, nhung trong lic Pa Cat
dang du bam trén xich sat thi tiéng sting da vang lén. Hai nguoi chwa qua 1a Trac Mdc
Cuwong Ba va lat ma A La déu ngéng sang phia bo bén kia, anh Iira 1dp 16a 14p 16a, tiéng sting
nd “tanh tach tanh tach” khong ngirng nhw tiéng phdo dau nam. Trac Moc Cuwong Ba 1am
bam: “Pa khai chién roi 8?” Lat ma A La néi: “Chi so Pa Cat da bi phat hién roi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Ghét that, chiing ta cling mau qua dé thoi.”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Nhwng liic ndy sang dé rat nguy hiém, ctt doi gido quan tiéu diét hét
ké dich bén 4y roi du qua thi an toan hon?”

Trac Moc Cwdong Ba noéi: “Nhwng chi mét minh Pa Cat trén day xich, cau ta sé cang nguy
hiém hon.” N6i dirt 10 ga lién du luén 1én day xich, lat ma A La khéng biét phai l1am sao,
danh voi theo sat phia sau.

Puoc chirng mot phan ba khodng cach gitra hai thap, lién trong thdy Pa Cat dang dung
dwa bAm mot tay trén xich sat, tinh thé thap phan nguy ngip. Da Cat nhin thiy hai nguoi
bon Trac Moc Cwdong Ba, voi kéu toang 1én: “Thanh st dai nhan, dirng qua day! Bon ching
ngam vao toi roi! Bon ching ngidm vao t6i roi!”

Trac Moc Cwdong Ba nging diu nhin 1én, chi thiy & phia xa xa c6 hai d6m Ira rit gan nhau
dang lién tuc lée sdng, xem ra miy nguwoi bon gido quan va ké dich da & rat gan nhau roi,
bén néi: “Khdng sao c3, bon ching di bi ché phuc roi, cAu gang thém chit nira, ging chiu
di!”

Pén gan hon, Trac Méc Cwong Ba bat mi phat sang 1én dé nhin ré tinh hinh, chi thidy mat
DPa Cat bén phai tai nhot di, bén trai thi ddm dia nhirng mau la mau, mau thim wét sting vai
trai ma van khong ngirng trao ra nhw sudi phun, xem tinh hinh nay chic 1a di bi tring
thwong dong mach & tay roi. Lat ma A La quat 16n: “Pirng bat dén! Bén kia van con ké dich
ddy!” dong thoi tién nhanh thém hai buéc, dot nhién ddo nguwoi 16n 1én phia trén xich sat,
mat doi mat véi Trac Méc Cwong Ba, vieon mot tay ra giat cai mii phat sang trén dau ga
xuéng. Pan van vo tinh bin t&i, nhwng lic nay Pa Cat khong thé gwong thém dwoc nita, da
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buéng tay roi xuéng. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba voi kep hai chan vao day xich, ngad nguwoi lo lirng
b4t 14y Pa Cat. Lat ma A La mot tay tém ldy cai mii phat sang ctia Trac Mdc Cwong Ba, Trac
Moc Cudng Ba bat duoc tay Pa Cat, dan ban sat qua giita lat ma A La va Trac Moc Cwong Ba,
tdt cA nhitng chuyén 4y déu dién ra cung ldc.

Lat ma A La ném cai mii phat sang di, chot thay trén mét nong néng, moét mui tanh tanh
ndng ndng xdc thang vao mii, trong da nhi thAm: “Tring dan roi sao? Sao khéng cam thiy
dau gi nhi? A, khoéng phai ta triing dan roi!” Y nghi xoay chuyén, trong khoanh khic ngan
can treo soi toc dy lat ma A La ngodt tay tém chit got chan Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, con Trac
Moc Cwong Ba ciing chot thiy dui dau nhéi 1én, vira mit di kha nang treo gilr thin thé, ga
cling véi Pa Cat triu xudng, kéo theo ca lat ma A La ciing bi lin xudng bén duéi xich sit. Vay
1a lat ma A La mot tay ndm xich sit, toan than lo Itrng trén khong, deo bén duwédi la Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba, Trac Moc Cwong Ba giit tay Pa Cat, ca ba cung dung dwa gitra tirng khong.

Sttc ctia lat ma A La du sao ciing c6 han, trong luc ctia ba ngwoi khién ban tay dang bam
chac vao day xich cha dng tudt dan, c6 mudn ciing khong thé nao kéo hai ngwdi bén dudi
vang lai 1én xich sit. Pa Cat nghen 1oi néi: “Budng tay di, Thanh st dai nhan, tdi khong dang
dé lam vay dau. Pa Cat c6 thé cung Thanh s dai nhin dén Thanh dia b6 téc minh canh git
bao ndm nay 1a da théa man lam roi.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba noi: “Céi gi ma dang vdi chang khong dang! Bo roi dong doi dé gitr
minh, t6i day khong c6 cai thoi quen 4y. Dai sw, ngai van gitr dwoc chit, ching tdi sdp 1én
day.” Lat ma A La cwc nhoc néi: “Nhanh 1én! Nhanh 1én!” Roi bdng nhién 6ng U rii chan
chwong noéi: “Khong dwgc roi.” Ca ba ciing roi xuéng vwre sau tham tham.

Phat sung dAu tién cta ké dich nham vao Pa Cat. Lir Canh Nam va Ba Tang vira m¢&i dén
gan 18i ra, nghe thiy tié€ng sing, khong kip nghi ngoi gi nhiéu, tirc khic chuin bi dé tir phia
sau tap kich ké dich. Chang ng& bon chiung lai c6 dén nim tén, quay lai ban lia mot vét, don
hai ngwi vao bén trong 18i ra, khéng 1én binh dai dwoc. Ba Tang bi ban rat qua, mot tay rut
ludn ba trai lyu dan, ciing ldc rat chét quang 1én. Gido sw Phwong Tan va Pwong Man da
chay t&i noi. Ba Tang va Lir Canh Nam dang chudn bi tréo 1én binh dai tir ngoai ria. Trwong
Lap va Nhac Dwong & xa tiép (rng, nhwng nhin tir dwéi 1én khong thiy ké dich, thanh ra
khong miy hiéu qua. Hai bén danh dén troi dat sim si, thién hon dia am, ti€ng siing am
vang 1én nhu phdo. Trong lic cudng cudng 4y, Nhac Dwong dung dng ngam ban dém quan
sat tinh hinh trén diy xich, vira hay nhin thiy ba ngwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba roi xudng
vuc siu, hoang hét kéu 1én: “Cwdng Ba thiéu gia!”

Gio6 thoi v vi bén tai, thin thé Trac Moc Cwong Ba tha roi tw do, c6 thé nhin hét sirc ro
rang tirng toa thap ngwoc dén dudc sadng ruc lan lwgt bay nguwoc 1én cao & ngay canh minh.
“T4t ca déu két thuc roi sao? Khong! Day chang qua chi 1a mot sw bat dau, mot khao nghiém
nhé trén hanh trinh ma théi! Ta van chua thé chét duoc!”

Gi6 lanh théi tap vao, Trac Moc Cwong Ba tinh tdo han ra, than kinh tré nén cirng hon ca
st thép. Ga khong ché khong dé than thé 16n nhao gitta khong trung nira, roi dot nhién
dang rong hai tay, 40 doi x0e ra, than thé khé chao dao roi bat dau lwon binh 6n trén khong
trung. Nhung ban than Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ciing biét, gitt thing bang tuyét ddi trén khong
v&i 4o canh doi khong hé don gian nhw di tau lwon hay dung du lwon, vi xét cho cung thi

https://thuviensach.vn



dién tich 4o canh doi chi bang mot con ngudi xoe ra thanh hinh chit dai (X), cht yé&u phai
dwa vao niang lwc khong ché ctia ban than nguwoi diéu khién. Cwe han bay lwgn caa Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba la d6 cao hai mwoi mét, thoi gian khong kéo dai qua hai mwoi gidy, mot khi hét
thoi gian nay, thin thé sé khong chiu khéng ché nira ma 16n nhao trén khong trung. Trac
Moc Cwdng Ba giang hét sirc khép hai chan lai, hai tay dang thang, trong du ong ong vang
1én 101 nhic nhé cua Lir CAnh Nam luc huin luyén... “Bat 14y gi6, khéng ché no! Trac Moc
Cuong Ba, bat 14y gio, tay dang thang! Pirng cong!”

Chi nghe lat ma A La sau luwng néi: “Kha 1dm, Cwong Ba thiéu gia!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét
lat ma A La ciing di mé& 4o doi, nhung khéng ddm ngodi dau lai nhin. Ga ciing khong biét
tinh hinh Pa Cat ra sao nira. Vira ndy lic ba nguwoi cing roi xuéng, khong hé nghe thiy tiéng
kéu ctia ba Cat, ma trén thuec té, cd ba ngudi déu khong hét 1én tiéng nao ca.

Khong biét da chao liéng trén khong trung dwoc bao lau, Trac Moc Cwong Ba cdm giac
hinh nhw d3 vt qué cwc han ctia ban than, tom lai la phai hon hai mwoi gidy dong ho, sau
d6 dot nhién thdy canh tay cham phai thir gi d6, khong kip nghi ngoi gi nhiéu, gi lién chdp
ngay 14y cai th hinh nhw c6 thé bat vao 4y. Sau khi 6m chit dwoc roi, Trac Méc Cuwong Ba
m&i nhin ra minh dang 6m mot s¢i xich sat tha chéo tir trén xuéng dwdi, khong hiéu 1a
thong dén tdn diu. Puwa mat nhin quanh, gi xac dinh hinh nhw minh da roi xuéng khoang
gitra toa thap thi hai va thit tw, mdi phia cach chirng hai trdim mét, cach twong Phéit cling
chirng may tram mét gi do. Trong bong toi mit mu bén dwdi hinh nhw ¢ nguwoi kéu “ai”,
nghe tiéng thi dwong nhw la Pa Cat.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba truot xuéng thém may mét, lién nghe thay lat ma A La héi: “Cudng
Ba thiéu gia, ciu cling bAm dwogc xich sat roi a?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gat dau dap: “Vang.”

ba Cat & bén dudi noi: “Tot qua roi, moi ngwdoi déu khong sao. Pai phap sw, cdm on ngai.”

Trac Mdc Cworng Ba vui mirng hoi: “Cau khong sao chit, Pa Cat?”

Pa Cat dap: “U'm, dai phap sw da téom dwoc toi.” Thi ra, ding vao khoanh khic vira roi
xuong, lat ma A La da ném day moc ra quan chat vao ba 16 cia Pa Cat, sau d6 méi gid 4o
canh doi, va rét cudc ciing bat dwoc soi xich st 4n gitvra khong trung trwdc khi khdng con
khéng ché dwoc niva. Trac Moc Cudrng Ba thaAm kinh hai, deo theo mot ngwdi ma van c6 thé
thanh thuc diéu khién 4o canh doi nhw viy, qua thuc gd cdm thiy hét sic kinh di trudec
nang lwc cua lat ma A La.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba hdi: “Soi xich nay s6 thang mot dwdng, rét cude 1a nd thong dén dau
Véy?"

Lat ma A La dap: “Khong biét nita, chiing ta trirot xudng xem thtt di.”

Ba ngudi tudt xudng lién mwdi may phut dong ho, dung ldc Trac Moc Cwdng Ba cho rang
soi xich nay khong cé diém tin cung, thi bon ho dén dwgc mot hang dong nho. Hang cao
tam ba dén ndm mét, dién tich nén hang chi tim tram mét vudng, cang vao trong cang thu
hep lai thanh mét 16i di thong khoét vao vach ndi.
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Sau khi c6 chd dit chan, lat ma A La bat mii phat sang, cung Trac Moc Cudng Ba cam mau
cho Pa Cat trwérc. Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi bi dan swot qua, mau cling da kho roi. Sau dé vi sw
gia m&i ddo mot vong quan sat xung quanh. Trén vach da tron nhan trong hang dwong nhw
c6 khic mot hang chit, lat ma A La nhan ra dwoc mdt phan, trong long khéng khoi tham
kinh hai. Trdc Moc Cuwdong Ba thi vdi lién lac véi nhém gido sw Phwong Tan, Puong Man,
khong ngo thiét bi thong tin lai im bit khong c6 bit c& tin hiéu nao, ga chinh di chinh lai
mdt hoi 1au, tAm trang bat dau chuyén sang réi b lo 1dng. Lat ma A La lién néi: “E 13 khong
dugc dau, hinh nhw vach d4 da 1am nhiéu tin hiéu vo tuyén, cang lai gn vach da thi tin hiéu
cang yéu. Ching ta trwot xuéng ca nghin... khong, phai hon mét nghin mét, khoang cach xa
nhw viy, bon ho khong nhin dwoc tin hiéu diu. Cwong Ba thiéu gia, ciu lai xem hang chir
nay di, xem thir xem la y gi?”

Khéng lién lac dwoc véi gido sw va Man Man, Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong biét tinh hinh
chd ho nhu thé nao, trong long bdng chdc da dang 1én cdm gidc ngo ngan that than, dén khi
nhin th4y hang chit khic trén vach d4, lién ticc khac hon bat phu thé, tay chan lanh toat. Ga
tuln ty phién dich tirng chit mot: “Nguwoi diing si vieot qua mudi tam... cai gi dwong, sé... sé,
tiép nhan... khdo nghiém chan... chan chinh!”
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Phat dién

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba tuyét vong ngodnh lai nhin lat ma A La, thdy vi sw gia van con nghi
hodc hoi: “Thé nao? Liéu c6 phai néi cd mwoi tdm toa thap ngwoc trwede d6 déu khong tinh,
téi ddy méi 1a khao nghiém thuce sw?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba kho nhoc git git diu, song lat ma
A La chirng nhw van khong tin twéng lam: “Khoéng phai cht? C6 kha ning nao 1a ching ta
doc nham khong, nhitng hang chir nay con cach giai thich nao khac khong? Chuyén nay
khong thé nao la that ch?”

Da Cat néi: “Thé nay thi khac gi roi thing xudng vuc sau nita dau, chi c6 1a dau don hon
ma thoi. Pay... diy gan nhw la...!”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dirng quay lung vé phia 4nh sdng, nhin hang chit khic trén vach da
mot hoi 1au, cubi cung, ga khé noi: “Pa Cat, gior anh thay sao r6i? C6 con di dwoc khong?”

ba Cat nhin vét thwong da ngirng ri mau, gt dau néi: “0'm, kha nhiéu roi.”

“Vay thi ching ta di thoi.” Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ngoanh mat lai, nira gwong mat dwoc dnh
dén roi sang, dwong nét nhuw khic bang dao trd 4y khong ngo lai kién nghi dén thé, giong
ndi nhe nhang toat 1én vé thong dong, tw tin khén ta. Nhin ving t6i den trong hang dong
phia truéc, Trac Moc Cudng Ba sai chin budc thang vao, twa nhw bwédc tré vé nha gi vay,
hoan toan khéng mét chit do dw chin chir. Lat ma A La 1dm bam: “Cudng Ba thiéu gia...”

Trén dinh toa thap ngwoc thir mwoi bay.

Quan 40 ca sau ngwoi déu rach rwdi tham hai, song tiéng sting da ngirng. Pwong Man ling
18 nhin dau bén kia soi xich sat, Nhac Dwong nwéc mat rom rém, Treong LAp mat trang
béch ra, cudi ciing van 1a anh kéo Litr CAnh Nam sang mot bén bao c4o tinh hinh trén xich sit
ldc d6. Sac mit Lir Canh Nam ciing 14p tirc bién di, c6 nam chit vat 4o Trwong Lap noi may
ciu gi dd, cudi cung cling loang choang buéng ra. Sau d6 la Ba Tang, hai hang 16ng may cua
anh ta nhiu lai thanh hinh chir “xuyén” (JI]), ban tay ndm chit phét ra nhirng tiéng rang rac.
Khée miéng gido sw Phwong Tan map may nhich dong, nhwng khdng mot loi nao dwoc thot
ra. Nam nguwoi dirng vay thanh mot vong xung quanh Pwong Man, 4nh mat 4&m dam, nhung
khong mot ai dam 1én tiéng. Pudng Man xoay mit lai, mai toc ¢d hoi rdi, trén mit ciing c6
thém m4y hat mau bin vao va vai chd tham tim, c6 cAt tiéng héi: “Tai sao may ngudi dai sw
van chwa qua? Khong phai 1a da phat tin hiéu roi sao?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “O’ day 1a khu vuc tir tredng hdn loan, thiét bi thong tin bi nhiéu
séng rat nghiém trong, néi khéng chirng ho dang & dau doé phat tin hiéu cho chung ta day.”
No6i dén day, 6ng gan nhu tic nghen loi lai.

Nhin gwong méat bip bé xinh dep hoan toan khong hay biét chuyén gi kia, thit hy vong c6
sé khong bao gio biét chuyén gi da xay ra. Nhwng suw thwc von tan khoc, cudi cuing Trwong
Lap danh 13p bap k€ lai nhitng gi Nhac Dwong nhin thdy. Puwdng Man ngiy nguwoi, anh mat
tréng rong thoang hién sic gian dit: “Gior khong phai 13 lic néi dua dau ddy.” Nhung bong

«n

thdy vé mat cd nam ngudi, trong dau c6 bong né “Am” mot tiéng, trovi dat dao 16n, dét nhién
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mét trong tAm, trong khong khi cudn 1én nhirng sidc mau 4o anh, c¢6 twa nhw mét di linh hon,
sic mit trang béch nhu x4c chét trong ¢ md. “Khong thé ndo, moi ngudi gat toi... moi ngudri
gat toi... khéng thé nao, anh Cwong Ba khong thé gip chuyén gi dwoc..” Co gidt lui tirng
bwéc mot, phia sau chinh la virc sau muon trwong. Trwong Lap voi kéu 1én: “Dirng lui nita,
phia sau nguy hiém!” roi voi lao mot buéc dai dén, tém chit Pwong Man lai, chi thdy Duong
Man hai mat trang d3, ngat xiu tai chd.

Khi Pwong Man mé mét tré lai, c6 1o do nhin vao béng tdi, thi thao héi: “Tai sao, lai nhw
thé?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Co dirng nghi nhiéu nita, bon ho, bon ho chi roi xuéng thoi, cé 1é... c6 1é
la roi xu6ng toa thap & bén dwdi, cling khong chirng...” nhwng mwéi tam toa thap ngwoc nay
tlr trén xuéng dwdi, khodng cach cang lic cang xa, can ban l1a khong c6 kha nang roi tir trén
xuong dinh thap & ting dwéi. Hon nira, bon ho ciing da tré lai tim ki€ém roi, dwong nhién,
pham vi tim kiém chi dirng lai & toa thap ngwoc thir mwoi hai.

Trwong Lap noi: “Cwong Ba thiéu gia than thl phi pham, d6 cao nay.. dd cao nay...” néi
duoc hai cAu khong ngd da nghen 101, khong thé néi gi thém dwoc nira. Pudng Man nuéc
méit dim dia, thin thd do dan ndi: “Moi ngwoi, khdng can... an i t6i.” N6i doan, co lién ving
vay dirng day.

L&t Canh Nam s¢ c6 nghi khong thong, lién lao dén gitr chit c6 lai lic manh, nghiém giong
lai no6i: “Pu roéi, dirng c6 nhu nhwoc nhw thé nira! Cweorng Ba lic nao ciing & bén canh ¢6, dwa
0 vao céi trai hudn luyén nay, chic 1a cd ciing biét anh &y mudn nhin thiy gi roéi cht! Anh iy
muon nhin thiy cé kién cwong, ty 1ap, muoén thay c6 truwdng thanh va tré thanh mét nha
tham hi€ém chén chinh nhw anh trai c6 viy! Néu hom nay anh 4y thit sy da gap diéu bat
hanh, e rang anh 4y ciing khong hy vong c6 chét uéng chét phi theo anh 4y diu. Nguyén
vong lén nhit cta anh 4y la tim dwoc Bac Ba La thin miéu, dén xem con chién ngao khién
minh thin hén ngo ngin trong mo kia ma! Néu c6 thit sw yéu Cwong Ba thiéu gia, vay thi
hdy coi chuyén hoan thanh tdm nguyén dé 1a diéu khién anh 4y dwoc an Gi nhit di! Hon
nira..” Lir Canh Nam budng tay ra, &nh mat hwdng vé vuc t6i sdu khong thiy day, néi mot
cach day kién dinh: “T6i c6 cAm gidc rat manh liét, rang bon ho van chwa chét!”

“A!” Trwong Lap kinh ngac kéu l1én, nhirng ngwoi khiac cling déu 14y lam ngac nhién khéng
hiéu gido quan dwa vao céi gi d€ khing dinh nhw vay. CAu noi cudi cing nay c6 tac dung rat
16m, cip mat mau xam tro chét chdc cia Pwong Man lai 4nh 1én nhirng tia hy vong. Mic du
c6 cam thdy chuyén nay hét sttc mong manh xa v&i, nhung 4nh mat tu tin ca Lir Canh Nam
da mang dén cho c6 mot niém khao khat mai.

L& Canh Nam noéi: “Nhac Dwong, hdy ké lai mét cach twong tin nhirng gi ciu trong thiy.”

Nhac Dwong lai twéng thuat lai mot lwot tir dau dén cudi tinh hinh lic ba ngudi lat ma A
La, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Da Cat roi khoi xich st ma anh nhin thiy. Lir CAnh Nam gat dau
héi: “Ba ngwdi bon ho ciing lic roi xudng, va nguoi & dudi cung la Pa Cat. Luc dé moi nguoi
c6 nghe thay tiéng kéu hét gi khong?”

Luc 4y tinh hinh hon loan bat nhao, bén nay tiéng sing khéng ngirng, c6 ai con chi y xem
c6 nguwoi kéu hét hay khong, moi ngudi déu lac 1ac dau. Lir CAnh Nam ndi: “Vay 1a ding roi,
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néu bon ho bi ban roi xudng, thi cho du y chi kién dinh mAy ciing sé vi dau don ma phat ra
tiéng kéu ding khong, ma & cai noi cdch miy mét van con nghe thiy tiéng thé cia nguoi
khac nay, chi cach nhau c6 thé lam sao chung ta lai khong nghe thay tiéng kéu cua ho duorc.
Vay ciing c6 nghia 13, bon ho khéng phai bi ban roi, ma ¢ 18 vi khéng du strc da tudt tay roi
xudng. Khi roi khoi xich sat ho khéng hé bi thwong, cing 1dm 1a chi ¢c6 minh Pa Cat bi
thwong ma théi.”

Moi ngwoi déu yén lang ling nghe, ltc roi xudng xich sat khong bi thwong, chuyén nay thi
c6 quan hé gi v&i chuyén bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba con song ch?

Chi nghe L&t CAnh Nam noi tiép: “Néu khong bi thwong, bon ho hoan toan cé thé 6n dinh
than hinh trong khong gian hep, rdi thwc hién bay lwon trong cw ly ngan!” Dén gid moi
ngudi méi dinh than lai, 4o canh doi! Mdi ngwdi déu mic mot bd 4o canh doi kia ma, cai thi
ctru mang nay, chi dén lic quan trong nhit méi swc nhé ra, con binh thwong moi ngwoi déu
quén béng no di. Hai mat Pudng Man long lanh ngén 18, nhwng 1an nay 1a nhitng giot nwdc
mit kich dong.

Cuo6i cung Lir CAnh Nam néi: “Midc du khong biét ldc nay ho dang & dau, nhwng ndi khéng
chirng chang may chéc nira ching ta sé gap lai ho dau dé trong pho twong Phat khong 16. Vi
vdy... ching ta chi con cach tién 1én!” C6 nhin Pwong Man véi dnh mat clia bac tredng bdi bé
trén, vudt nhe mai téc rdi boi, roi ha thip giong néi: “Pirng bé cudc...” Pudng Man gat manh
dAu, dem moi chua x6t nghen ngao nudt hét vao trong, mé& to ddi mat Ang 4ng nwdc cam
kich nhin Lir CAnh Nam, roi huéng xudng vuc siu tim tdi, anh mit mo mo mang mang,
dwom lén vé thé lwong siu tham, than thé lai run 1én mot chap. Lir Canh Nam thay vy voi
dwa tay d& 14y c6.

M6t nhom siu ngudi tiép tuc chdm chim tién 1én. Bon ho hiéu rit ro, bam theo soi diy
bon tén Ben d€ lai nay sé la mot con dwong méi hoan toan bat ngo. Nhac Dwong dé y nhin
Puwong Man, thiy c6 géi tré dang ling 1& chinh lai ba 16, chuin bi bAm vao day thirng, moi
déng tac déu hét stirc trAm 6n, manh mé, twa hé nhw da chuyén hét bi thwong thanh sic
manh. Anh thdm nhu trong long: “Céng chtia nwéc miii da dan trwdng thanh 1én roi, tia hy
vong chim bén dwéi ndi tuyét vong sdu hun hit ding 1a qua strc dic biét, du cho 1a né nhé
nhoi dén mrc dd khong thé nao tin dwoc di ching nita. C6 diéu, lic khang dinh miy nguwoi
bon Cwdong Ba thiéu gia van con s6ng, chit that vong thodng 16 ra 4y clia gido quan nghia la
sao? Chang 1& day chi 1a mot 1&i noi déi danh riéng cho c6 Man Man thoi, hay ngoai ra con
nguyén nhan nao khac?”

Hang siu hut t6i tim, chd yéu 1a nhirng dwong hdm tron dwong kinh khoadng hai mét,
vach tran sap cham xudng dinh diu khién ngwdi ta cdm thiy tu ting va bi dé nén la thwong.
Khip trong hang nhin dau ciing thdy nhitng thi twa nhw ré cdy, mém mai ma rat chic, chi
manh nhw bong lda, dwoc bé cudn lai thanh tirng tim, pht kin hét phan vach. Lat ma A La
dua tay giat thit, khong ngd ching thiy gdéc cla cac bé ré dau, cr nhw déu moc tir trong
vach da ra vay. Anh sang trén mii hat dai béng ngudi va nhitng chum ré dung dwa, cdm giac
twa nhw c¢6 nhirng bong u linh dang khong ngirng 1c lw than minh.

Buéc vao trong hang sau, moi nguwdi lién cam thiy nhw dang di vao mot mé cung hét cai
t6 kién, nhung noi 1a mé cung ciing khéng gidng cho 1dm, ma ddng ra 1a kha gidng hé théng
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thoat nwéc thai & Canh clra Sinh ménh, trong thong dao cé vo sé6 dwong vong hinh tron thé
nay, “quy tic tay trai” hoan toan khong phat huy dwoc chit tic dung nao. i dwoc mot lic
lau nhitng duwdrng hAm tron méi dan hét, 1ong hAm bt dau vira dai vira rong ra, vo sé thong
dao tron nho héi tu lai thanh mot dwong hdm tron 16n hon.

Sau miy lan th chuyén hwéng tlr dwong him 16n vao dwong hdm nho roéi cudi cung di
vao ngo cut, bon Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba khang dinh, cAn phai di theo dwong hdm 16m, con cac
dwong hdm nho kia déu 1a dong héi tu vé dwong hdm 16n nay, twa nhw nhitng dwong gin
trén phién 1a ciy vay. O noi dwong ham hdi tu, hinh thanh nén nhitng thach that 16n nhé
khong déng déu c6 clra mé thong sang nhirng dwong hdm khac nhau. Co quan, thit duy nhét
khién ho phai lo 1dng, khong ngd lai khong xuit hién trong nhitng thach thit dy. Ho cir thé
di chirng mwdi may phit, cudi cung cling nhin thiy dwong 1én phia trén.

Sau nguoi vira bAm diy thirng sang dwoc phia bén kia lién 14p tirc nhin thiy mot bai
xwong trang, twa nhw c6 ai danh d6 mot gio dwng diy qua ho dao ra dit vay. Xuwong dau,
xwong tay lan 16ng 16¢ khap noi khap chén, ngoai ra con cé ca da vun ban tung tée do nd
min nita. Khong giong nhw ddm tén Ben va Soares, bon gido sw Phwong Tan déu biét day la
miéng twong Phat khéng 16. Nhin thdy mot bai do xe thién nhién khdng 16 khoét sau vao
vach d4 thé nay da da vo cung chin dong roi, lai con cad mot nii xwong cot da dé trai khap
ca bai db xe 4y nita, dw¢i 4nh sang bap bung clia mudi may ngon dudc dang chay rirng ruc,
tit ca toat 1én vé ta di khon ciing. Mot hoi 1au sau, gido s Phwong Tan méi 1én tiéng hoi: “0
day, rét cudc da xay ra chuyén gi vdy?” Thé nhwng, khong mot ai ¢ thé tra 1o 6ng, chi cé
ong kinh may quay den ngom lang 1é ghi lai tit ca.

Sau nguwoi di 1én phia treéc miy bwéc, bat gip canh cira cung dién hung vi nhw canh clra
vao Thién cung kia, thdy déu chin dong tot dinh. Kién tric ba ting hung vi twa Thién cung
4y sao ma uy nghiém, toat 1én mot vé than thanh va cao quy khéng cho phép thé nhan c6
thé khinh lon. Nhitng thian nhitng Phit, r6i phi thién, da xoa vé trén twong cang thé hién ro
dia vi cao voi voi c6 mot khéng hai cda toa kién tric nay. Strng s¢ tredc cong mot hoi 1au,
Lir Canh Nam mé&i ha 1énh: “Tién vao tho6i.”

Sau nguwoi can than vt qua nui xwong cot, dit chan xuéng dau cling phat ra tiéng xwong
co xat vao nhau khién nguoi ta rung minh sén téc gy. Xwong c6t chéong chat & gitra clra
nhiéu nhit, tir cra vao bén trong thi trdi thanh mot con doc dai. Thir nghi lai, that khong
biét bao nhiéu con ngudi biy gior da & sau cadnh clra ndy ma gao thét, ma khat khao dwoc
séng sot, 4y vAy ma cadnh ctra khéng 16 huing vi y lai tré thanh Canh clra Pia nguc ngan lia
wéc vong song ciia ho. Nhwng diéu khién bon gido sw Phwong Tan khong thé tuwdng twong
dwoc 13, dang sau canh ctra 4y khong ngo lai 1a mot toa dai dién, & chinh gitta dwong nhw
tirng sirng strng nam pho twgng Phit. C6 diéu cac twong Phat nay sém da sup do, chi con lai
nam cai bé da 16m, mot dirng & gitra, bon cai con lai & bén goc ctia dai dién.

Gido sw Phwong Tan ciing hiéu biét so so, phong doan dai dién sau canh cira ndy chic la
mot ki€u Kim Cwong dién, gin nhw M6n than & Trung Qudc, thwong chi 1a hai pho Kim
Cwong, trdn thu & chltia chién miéu mao Phat gido, nhung trong dién nay lai c6 dén nim
twong. Lir Canh Nam nhin cic dau twong Phat 1an 16n trong ddng xwong cbt, 1 md nhan ra
trng pho mét, BAt Pong Minh Vwong, Giang Tam Thé Minh Vwong, Quian P6 La Minh
Vuong, Pai Uy Plic Minh Vwong, Kim Cwong Da Xoa Minh Vwong, trong bung thim nhu:
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“Pay la phap than cua Ngii dai Minh Vwong ma, c¢é phai bi cic thi thé chen chic lam d6?
Khéng, day 1a do con ngudi pha hoai. O day c6 nhiéu ngudi nhw vay, bon ho rét cudc la
nhitng ai? Tai sao lai chét & day? La gido d6 di gido dén tin cong Thanh miéu w? Khong, xwa
nay minh c6 bao gi¢ nghe dai phap sw nhac dén dau.”

bi qua dién Kim Cwong, gian dai dién tiép theo la Thién Vwong dién lai khéng phai 1a
chinh dién Phit gido binh thwong, bén trong khong the Chi tén, nhin cac bé twong thi thay
c6 téi muwoi hai pho, quiy thanh hinh tron. Lir Canh Nam doan thdm trong long: “C6 1é day
12 Thap Nhi Cung Tén dién, bén phia chic 1a c6 Pai Luan Hoi Kim Cwong luan chuyén.”
Ngoanh dau quan sat, trén twong qua nhién c6 tru dong dé xoay banh xe, tuy nhién banh xe
khéng 16 cao ndm mét da bi ph4, khéng biét di mit di diu, cd 18 van con chdn vii trong
déng xwong cot nay cling nén. Ca nhitng twong Phat cao 1én dén mwoi may mét kia gior day
cling da tan tanh, 1an 16n trong déng xwong c6t, con nhitng tua chiu rém trwdng, c& quat
phwén thi chang cin néi dén lam gj, tit cA sdm da hoa thanh cat bui bay di roi. Nghi dén
day, trong long Litr CAnh Nam khong khoi dang 1én cam giac dau nhoi nhdi.

Cho dén gian dién th& ba, xwong cot mé&i bt di mot chat, chi phia 1én mat dat mot ting
moéng, nhung van khdng cé chd tréng ndo ma dit chan. Dién tich gian dién nay 16n hon hai
gian dién trudc doi chut, chi yéu 1a do dai ting 1én, hai bén mdi bén c6 mwoi tAm don da,
16p véi day trén twdong bong troc hét ca, cac twong chw than chw Phat loang 16 nhw tranh
son dau bi riva tréi mau. “Co 1€ day la cung Nhi Thap Bat Tu.” Lir Canh Nam nghi.

Gian thi tw c6 1€ méi la cha dién, diéu nay thi ca Ba Tang ciing nhin ra. Gian dién nay cao
1é6n hung vi, khi thé phi pham, mwoi tm ciy cot da bén ngwdi 6m twa nhw mwoi tAm nguoi
khong 16 strng sirng dirng gitra dai dién, choc viat ting may ngao thi mudn van ching sinh,
bé th¢ chl toa & gitra rong gan mot tram mét vudng, twong Phat trén dé ndm xwa chic han
12 phai 16n 1am, bén phia lai con c¢é bén bé khac, cling chiém kha nhiéu dién tich. Gido sw
Phwong Tan doan c6 1€ do6 1a bé tho cua T Pai Thién Vwong bao ho.

Bi dién dwong hoa 1é noi day thu hat, moi ngwdi phit choc bat giac quén ca nhirng xwong
c6t dudi chan. Sau khi quan sat ca gian dai dién, bon ho m&i dé y thay xwong c6t & day
nhiéu hon & gian thir hai mot chat. Twong Phat khong 16 d6 sap, cai dau to twdéng bira doi,
chi con thiy phan gay khong c6 khuén mat, cAc phan than thé khac v& vun, vii sau 1an 16n
trong xwong cot ngwdi chét.

Gido sw Phwong Tan dinh rat chan ra khéi déng xwong budc 1én truede, thi vedng mot vat
sic nhon gam vao dng quan, khién cai chin vira nhic 1én 16i theo ca hai nira bd xwong giy
lia. Nhin lai m&i thdy mot nira bd xwong ndm ngil c6 xtrw trong tay thoc sdu vao nguc nira
b0 xwong kia, tw thé cho thiy hai ntra bé xwong ro rang l1a thudc vé hai cai xac khac nhau.
Phat hién bat ngo nay khién gido sw Phwong Tan bat dau chu y quan sat nhitng xwong cot
ma ai ndy déu c6 y tranh xa. Ong sitng s& nhan thay ldc chét khong ngor tat ca cac bo xwong
déu dang trong tinh trang 4u da quy moé lén, hén loan, tay cim cac loai phap khi nhu kim
cwong xt, kim cwong linh, hé ma sdo... dé giét chét doi phwong, c6 thir ddm siu vao tin
xwong, xuyén sudt xwong 16ng ngwc qua xwong séng. Cin mot sirc manh thé nao méi lam
duoc diéu 4y chir! Con c6 ca thi thé hai tay dang ning mot manh sét lai cia banh xe khong
16, nhwng trong gian dai dién nay khong hé c6 chuyén luan, chang 1& 1a 6m tlr ngoai gian dai
dién thir ba vao diy? Gido sw Phwong Tan nghi dén nhitng banh xe khéng 16 cao nam mét
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dy, ban khodn khéng hiéu cin phai c6 sitc manh nhwong nao thi méi lam noi diéu dé?
Nhitng chuyén xay ra tir may tram nam hodc thidm chi la cd nghin ndm trwéc, can ban khéng
thé nao doan bilra dodn bai dwoc, diéu lic nay gido sw c6 thé lam chi 1a ghi hinh toan bd vao
may tinh mét cach chan thwc ma théi.

Sau khi quan sat kj, Nhac Dwong ciing c6 phat hién méi, thiy trong dong xwong cot c6
tan mat mot vai mon trang strc nhd, xem ra so6 lwong cling khéng phai it. Anh tién tay nhit
1én mot manh déng vang dwoc ngudi ta dung thi phap diéu khac khic 1én mot twgng Phat,
trai qua bao nim thang bé dau vy ma van gilt nguyén hinh trang. Nhac Dwong nhin hinh
Phat 4y mét chit, roi cAt manh déng vao tudi. Tiép d6, anh lai phat hién ra mét mén do hét
strc Ky quai khac, bén cim 1én tay 14t di 14t lai xem xét.

Trwong Lap bwéc lai gan hoi: “Cé phat hién gi a?”

Nhac Dwong git dau: “Anh xem céi nay di.” P6 la mdt manh thép, rat moéng, hinh ky hiéu
Ung Trong, bén trén ndi véi mot lwdi kéo quai di. Noi theo cach cia Trwong Lap thi day 1a
cai dau thé moc doi tai dai, trén tai c6 16 c6 thé xé day vao. Trwong Lap thic mac: “Pay 1a cai
quai gi vay?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “T6i phat hién ra bén canh kha nhiéu xac chét cé cai nay. Anh nhin phia
sau di, cai ky hiéu g6 1én nay, mac du ching ta xem khong hiéu gi, nhwng téi c6 cam giac dé
12 s6 hiéu. Cai thr nay chac 1a mot loai 1énh bai xac dinh than phan 4y ma.”

Trwong Lap lc dau: “Diéu ndy chang chirng minh dwoc gi hét, chd nay nhiéu thir quai di
1am ro6i.” Nhac Dwong ciing cho ludn ca miéng sat vao tdi.

Trong déng xwong c6 kha nhiéu d6 dac, ngwoi diu tién cht y dén diém nay khong phai
Nhac Dwong, ma la Lir CAnh Nam. C6 hdp dwng thitrc an bat bao cat twong, khay Man Pa La,
Ma Ni chuyén, bua dao, tam c6 x®, ngii c6 xir... loai phap khi nao ciing cé. Lir Cinh Nam ciing
chd y dén nhirng thi thé van gilt nguyén tw thé dang danh nhau khi chét, nhwng nhitng diéu
c6 nhan ra d6 ciing khong hon cac doi vién khac la miy. Tuy nhién dwa vao kién thirc cua
minh, c6 con c6 mdt phat hién dang kinh ngac hon ntta: “Nhirng bo xwong da vé nat nay, co
bo bi dap nat, c6 bod bi phap khi ném xuyén qua, lai c6 nhitng b6 & tw thé ma nguwoi ta khong
sao twdng twong ndi... Chi e rang tit ca nhirng ké bo xac chét la liét trong dai dién nay, néu
con tai thé thi du la bat ky ai cling déu khong phai la déi thd ciia minh roéi. PAm nguwoi nay,
chic trwdc khi chét déu 1a nhitng cao tht cuc ky dang s¢ day, 1& nao déu la diing si cua
Thanh luyén dudng? Tai sao ho lai tan sat 1an nhau? Tai sao trwdc khi chét lai phai hdy hoai
ban th¢ va dai té? Dy vén la nhirng thir ho dung sinh mang dé bao vé kia ma! Troi oi, trong
Théanh luyén dwong mat tich nay rét cudc da xay ra chuyén gi? Chi so rang dén ca A La dai
nhan cling khong biét day la chuyén gi nira mat?”

Gian dai dién trung tim c6 cra m& ra ca bon phwong tdm hwéng, gido sw Phwong Tan va
L& Canh Nam da di kiém tra hét lwot tit ca cac phia. Toan bd twong Phat & day déu da bi
huy hoai, c6 twong bi 14y than dem 1am vii khi, khap dai dién cho nao xwong cdt cling chat
ngdn ngdn, canh twong hon loan vé cling. Phia sau dién Thién Vwong & trung tAm nay c6 ba
canh ctra, clra giita dAn dén mot dai phap dwong chi c6 tro troi mot tru da khong thém gi
khac - 1a noi d€ giang kinh thuyét phap; phia sau phap dwong c6 1€ 1a Chuyén kinh dién, mac
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du néu c6 sach vé thu tich gi thi d€ ca nghin ndm chic cling sém bi hidy hoai tir 14u roi, day
chila do gido sw dwa vao mot s6 manh go muc con sét lai ma suy doan ra thoi.

Ngoai ra dai dién con c6 rit nhiéu gian dién nho nhé & mé bén, twong da bén trong da bi
huy hoai sach, khong con phan biét dwoc nita, nhung cé 1€ doé chinh la cac dién nhw dién Ty
Lo, dién Dwoc Sw, dién Tam Thanh, dién Cwdong Ba, dién Quan Am. Mic dui van phong doan
tén gido nay khong han tin Phat, nhung dwa vao nhirng két cAu Phat dwong nay c6 thé doan
né ciing it nhiéu lién quan dén Phit gido. Hai bén gian dai dién déu c6 cira thong véi Thién
dwong, 1a noi dé tinh tAm tu thién; bén ngoai Thién dwong la vong ngoai cla cung dién,
thang sang ting thi hai. TAng th( hai nay thi don gian hon nhiéu, ngoai gian Phit dién &
gitra ra, xung quanh c6 céc gian phong nhd, tiy theo dang cAp ma kich c& khac nhau. Sat véi
vach nui la mét gian bép 1én, bén trong hiy con mét khéi strng sitng phang phat hinh dang
ban diu ctia mot bép 10 c& dai thoi c6. Pang sau lai c6 mot gian phong hét strc ¢§ quai, bén
trong tréng khong, & dod cao chirng hai mét trén twong cé vai 16 nhé. Nghién ciru khéo sat
mot hoi 14u, cudi cuing gido sw Phwong Tan cho rang diy 1a nha tim, néu néi nuéc chay ra ti
cac 16 nhé nay, thi diy con 1a phong tim voi sen nita chit khong vira. Chi 1a 6ng nghi mai
cting khong thé hiéu néi, c6 nhan di 1am thé nao d€ din nwéc vao tin day, néu bao 1a tir
dong nwéc & day khe vuc tim t6i nay, thi khoang cach 4y phai 1én dén cd may nghin mét
cht chang choi.

Tang ba xem ra la noi cw tru cia cac gido do c6 dia vi cao hon. Cac cin phong dwgc cham
khac hoa van va son voi rat dep, nhirng m4u hoa van hinh mudng tha hiy con nét 1o mo
nhin dwoc trén twong da va tirng mang tirng mang voi day chinh la minh ching cho suy
doan nay. Trong gian dai dién & gitra c6 mot cai gia bang da khong 16 hinh bac thang, thoat
nhin tréong nhw Té sw dwong vay; phia sau To sw dwong lai la mot gian dién 16n nira, c6 vé
nhw mot gian Giang kinh dwong khéng 16; phia sau canh ctra mé bén giong nhw la Tang kinh
cac dé cat gitr cac kinh sach quy, c6 diéu gia gdb déu di muc thanh bdt vun, kinh sach thi
hoan toan khong con chut tam tich. Gido sw Phwong Tan biét ro, nhitng kinh sach Tang c6
bang da dé nay toan bd déu viét bang nwdc hoa véi bot vang bot bac, nén du ¢ hda thanh
tro bui thi cling phai dé lai mét chit d4u tich. Ong dwa mit quan sat nhitng b xwong nam
thwa thét xung quanh, cudc chién & diy khong kich liét nhw & cac gian dai dién bén dwdi, co
1€ kinh sach da dwoc chuyén di roi chang? Gido sw tham suy doan.

Phia ngoai cd ba tAng dai dién déu c6 nhirng gid do dang ngam trén duwdi, chac 1a déu
dung dé dit nhirng vong Pai phap chuyén kinh ludn khong 16. Twong cung dién, hanh lang
ngoai, tru da va lan can déu nhudém thanh mau dé sAm thwong thiy & dit Tang, hiém ndi
xung quanh xwong c6t chit chdng, khién cho sac dé 4y lai cang gidng véi mau mau kho hon.
Sau khi di theo nhirng ngon duéc danh diu dwong ctia bon tén Ben dé lai, phat hién ra con
duwong thong thang ra vach vuc sau phia sau gian Giang kinh duwong, may nguwoi bon gido sw
Phuwong Tan khong hé do dw ma chui ngay vao dwong him tdi tim nho hep iy. Bén trong
tda cung dién hung vi nay khong hé hoa 1&é nhw bén ngoai, nhung chiang ai mudn nan lai
nhin xwong cét chit chong nhw ndi thém mét chit nao nira. Ho di gitta nhirng ngon dudc
lam d4u chi dwong ma bon tén Ben khong thé khong dé lai kia, bang khong chinh bon chiing
cling sé lac duwong trong bong tdi mit mung khong tim thiy dwong ra nay, khéng ai dam
dung dén mét cay dudc nao ca.
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CHUONG 26 BEN TRONG TUONG PHAT KHONG
LO

Merkin cwdi khé noi: “Pay... ddy that sy la tri tué cia ngwoi Tang c6 w? Vi sinh vat? ﬁng xi
phong? Hiéu &ng vo tritng? That khong thé nao tin ndi. Vay gi¢ tdi nhét con mat bac nay vao
ddy nhé?” Soares gat gat dau, ca hai déu nhin chong choc vao tay Merkin, nhin ban tay dwa
con mat bac to twdng vao 19, xoay chuyén, nhich dong con mat, bit kin 18i nwéc chay ra, sau
do thoi gian chim vao trang thai tinh ling dai dang dic, khong c6 bit cr Am thanh gi, doi
cho, cho doi...
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Gap lai di tich

Puong lén ting phia trén déu la thang treo dwng ding, cling dwgc duc khoét trong long
dwong 6ng tron, nhwng ho di mai mot ldc lau ma khong phat hién hay cham phai bat ctt co
quan bay rap nao.

Ba nguwoi lai 1én thém ting nira, dén mot gian thach thit I6n hon nhirng gian bén dwéi
moét chut, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dinh dirng lai diy nghi ngoi mét chit dé€ cham séc cho Pa Cat.
Tl dau téi gio, i di chirng mot hai tram mét lai gdp mot gian thach that nhw thé nay, c6 16m
c6 nhé, dién tich tir khodng ndm sau chuc mét vudéng dén bon nidm tram mét vudng, vach
twong bén trong khong co thir gidng nhuw ré cay kia, cling khong c6 trang tri gi, cing 1am thi
& may gian 1é6n hon c6 vai cai cot chong. Ba ngwdi dat ngudn sang & chinh giira thach thét,
theo 1é kiém tra tirng géc mot xem ¢ co quan cam bay gi khong, sau d6 m&i ngdi xudng,
moi ngudi dwa vao mot ciy tru da nghi ngoi. Trac Moc Cuong Ba lai thir dung dong hd
nguyén tit lién lac véi nhém gido sw Phwong Tan, nhung van th4t bai. Dung xong chut thuc
pham in lién, Pa Cat quay sang héi lat ma A La: “Tai sao chiing ta di lau nhw vy roi ma
khong gap phai co quan gi viy? C6 khi nao nhirng chir trén vach da iy la dé gat nguoi ta
khoéng?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Phai roi, diém nay that ding 1a hét strc ky quai, nhung hang chit khic d6
khong phai dé€ gat ngudi méi dung, vi da dén noi nay roi thi ching can gat ai hét. Hon nira, &
day chic chdn 1a ¢6 co quan.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing gat dau néi: “U'm, mdi gian thach thit nay déu cé rat nhidu noi
thtra thai, nhitng chd 4y chic 1a co quan c3, chi khong hiéu tai sao lai déu khong dwoc khai
dong ma thoi.”

Pa Cat néi: “Oi cha, nhidu thach thit nhw thé, chang 18 déu c6 co quan hét ca sao? Vay
ching ta nén mau mau roi khéi chd nay thi hon. Nhwng ma trong vach nui c6 nhiéu dwong
nhu thé, ching ta lam sao ma tim dwoc 16i thoat ra day. Rot cudc la phai di bao nhiéu lau
nita méi dén dwoc 16i ra?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Né&u khoang cach thing ding 1a mot nghin mét, néi thé ndo thi ciing
phai leo mit nira ngay. Cwong Ba thiéu gia, theo ciu thi ching ta da di dwgc ngan nao roi?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba dap: “Chung ta bAm thang treo leo 1én téng cong mwoi ba Ian, mdi lan
cao chirng bdn ndm chuc mét, chic la da di dwoc mot nira quang dwong Ay roi.”

Lat ma A La gat dau nhac ba 16 1én néi: “Pa Cat, nghi ngoi sao roi? Chiing ta tiép tuc thoi.”

Luc nay, Merkin va Soares cling dang di trong mdt long hang bam chang chit nhirng thi
giong nhu ré cay leo. Kién triic Jau dién ba ting & 16i vao nhin tong thé rat giong dién duong
cda Phat gido, chia thanh cac loai dién Phit, dién B6 Tat, dién Kim Cwong, bén trong tho rit
nhiéu twong Phat ba mit da bi pha nat, ngoai ra khong con thi gi khac nira. Ngoai chd clra
ra xwong cdt chat thanh nui, cang di vao bén trong thi lai cang it hon, nhwng van trai kin ca
san nha. Bon y di hét ba ting dai dién, cudi cling tim dwoc mot 16i di xuéng dwdi & dai dién
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Kim Dinh, di hét 18i di d6c xudéng 4y 1a dén dwoc dwong hAm ddy nhirng ré ciy nay. Sau khi
di qua khong biét bao nhiéu chd ngoit, con dwong cir cang di thi lai cang dAm siu xudng
phia dwdi, Soares tinh y nhan thiy trén vach hang chang chit ré ciy, nhung that la lung 1a
khong hé c6 mét bd xwong nao.

Cang xuéng siu, khéng khi trong hang din tréd nén 4m wét, Soares nhin bd diéu khién
trén tay, dot nhién bAm dirng hinh dnh, dong thoi ca y cling ding lai luén, chdm chu hit hit
nglri ngri trong khong khi. Merkin hoi: “Sao vay?”

Soares dap: “Phia trwéc hinh nhw cé gi d6, mdi treong bat ddu 4m thap rdi, chic 1a cé
dong vat gi day, phai can thén, anh nhin ddy ma xem.”

Chi thdy gitra nén xanh cia man hinh b6 diéu khién hién 1én mot diém sang trang, day la
hinh dnh nhin dém do con chu6t thi nghiém cua Soares truyén vé. Soares diéu chinh mét
chut trén bo diéu khién, diém triang do tir goc ndy man hinh chuyén sang géc bén kia, chit
lwgng hinh anh khong cao hon miy, nhwng da c6 thé 1o mo nhan ra dé khong phai la mot
vat chét. Soares dirng hinh anh, chinh zoom gin hon, chi thiy diém sidng mau trang 4y trong
tra tra nhu mot doan than thé cua loai sinh vit nao diy co6 chi dang dét, nhin trén man anh
thi nho hon con chudt thi nghiém nhiéu. Soares néi: “V&i moi treong Am thip thi dong vat
loai nhé chic chdn khong chi c6 mot hai con ma thdi dau, phai dé phong nhirng thir c6 doc
day.”

Merkin git dau, ra l1énh cho Max bdo lai thong tin nay véi nhitng tén di phia sau: “U’'m, bao
ching n6 cin thin mét chat.”

Di khodng hon muwdi phit nita, mit dit cang thém 4m wét, nhitng ré ciy chang chit xung
quanh bit dau thay déi, tré nén to hon, mdi soi ré cay wéc chirng phai bang dau ngon tay Tt,
nhin twva nhw mot ddm siu thit nung nic quin riét vao v&i nhau. Soares vira thir dwa tay
cham vao mot cai da tirc khac rut lai nhw cham phai dién, khong khoi ruing minh kinh hai.
DAm “ré cay” phinh to hon mém hon 4y nhung nhtc cwa quay twa nhu cé sw séng vay, vira
bi ngdn tay Soares cham vao mdt céi, tirc khac phan rng ddy bat lai, chirng nhw khong mudén
bi dong vao.

“Sao thé&? Nhirng thit nay c6 gi ¢ quai hd?” Merkin d€ y thiy than sic Soares bat 0n, lién
cat tiéng héi, doan dwa tay s¢ thir mot cai, cling gidt ban minh kinh hai: “Day rét cudc 1 cai
gi vay?”

Soares tram ngam dap: “Khong biét, téi chwa thiy nhitrng thit nay bao gi®, hinh nhw cling
khoéng nam trong pham vi nghién cttru cta toi. Nhin nhitng vat thé khé clrng bén ngoai, toi
cho rang chiing 1a thwc vat, nhwng gior nhin lai, hinh nhw ching 1a dong vat roi, c6 vé 1a dong
vat cdp thap, chic khong c6 kha ning tin cong dau, chudt thi nghiém c6 thé di qua day an
toan ma.”

Merkin gat dau: “Gio khong cé thoi gian dé y dén ching dau, tiép tuc di thoi, tém lai ci
c4n than mot chit 1a dwoc. Phai roi, chd ching ta vira di qua 4y, c6 co quan gi khong?”

Soares dap: “U'm, tdi ciing phat hién ra rdi, nhung nhitng co quan 4y hinh nhw déu dang &
trang thai cho khéi dong, thém mot diém nira 1a xung quanh lai khéng thiy co thiét bi kich
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hoat. T6i doan chic dau d6 c6 chét téng khéi dong toan bo roi. Ma néi chung co quan khong
dugc khdi dong cling 1a mot diéu may man do.”

Lat sau, doan cia Merkin dén mét gian thach thit 16n hinh vuéng, & gitra c6 ba ciy tru da
x€p thanh hinh chit phdm & néi lién tran va san thach that, trén vach twong va cot da co
khoét nhirng 16 16n hon d4u ngén tay cai mot chut, s6 lwong cwc nhidu. Nuwéc thim ra tir ca
vach twdng 1an cac 16 nhé do, 1am ca gian thach thit 4m w6t dAm dé. Soares noéi: “C4n than
ddy, day chinh 1a chd vira phét hién ra c6 vat thé chuyén déng, nhirng 16 nhé nay c6 1& chinh
la sao huyét cia ching, nhanh nhanh r&i khoéi day thi hon.”

Loi con chwa ditt, trong mot 16 nhé dot nhién c6 con gi ddy chui ra. Pong vat ndy toan
than trdng 6ng anh, vung vy cip cang to twéng cung cai dudi méc ciu cong cong, thi ra
chinh 12 1oai bo cap trdng ma bon y da gap phai & chd Co Quan Phat! DA c6 con dAu tién, rat
nhanh sau d6 lién c6 con thit hai, thi ba... Chi trong chép mat, ca gian thach thit da phu kin
mot 1op bo cap trang, sd lwgng quyét khong it hon bén trong twong Co Quan Phét 13 bao.
Séng trong bong tdi hoan toan mot thoi gian qua lau, 10 bo cap trang nay déu da mit kha
nang nhin, nhwng dwong nhw lai cdm nhén dwgc diéu gi d6, bon Merkin vira xuit hién trong
thach that, ca dan lién nhung nhtic bo ra khéi 6, bao viy cad ddm nguwdi vao gitra.

Soares can than di phia trwéc, dong thoi 1én ti€ng dong vién tinh than nhirng ngwoi di
phia sau: “T6i da nghién ctru bon bo cap trang nay roi, gai nhon & dudi chiung khong cé doc,
nhung dwong nhw c6 thé ngian dong mau, sau khi bi dét thi vét thwong sé chdy mau khong
ngirng, tot nhat 1a tranh dirng cham vao. Bon nay khong c6 mat, vi vy ching khéng nhin
thay gi diu, khong cin phai qua cing thang, c4n thin dirng lam mat dit rung dong, chac la
c6 thé qua dwoc thoi.”

Nhung li bo cap trang 4y dwong nhw khéng dinh bé qua cho nhitng ké xam nhép, vi dot
nhién c6 miy chuc con bo cap trang hung huc nhay vut 1én, bd vé phia Soares. Y v0i cAm ciy
dudc trong tay vung 1én, hat ving ching xuéng roi gio chian gi manh, ndi tang huyét dich
cia lii bo cap ban tée ra, gdp khong khi lién nhanh chéng bién thanh mau xanh luc. Song
nhirng ngwdi khac trong nhém khong dwoc may man nhw vy, mot tén dot nhién vt khiu
sung trén tay xudng dat, 6m dau kéu toang 1én Am 1, mAy con bo cap triang da kep chit trén
da han, ghim siu miii gai & dudi vao co thé, chang may chdc da c6 vo s6 con khac bao kin
khap nguoi han. Tén nay lan 10n dwdi dit, nhwng nhitng tén con lai cling bin cudng cudng
ddi pho v&i bon bo cap phia tru¢c minh, cin ban khong thé giai vy cho hin dugc. Bong
nhién, mét tén khac ra 1én dm 1: “Nhin kia! Bon bo cap nay! Chdng nd... ching né hut mau
nguoi day!”

Trong con hoang loan, Merkin ngodnh dau lai nhin, thiy tén thudc ha kia da bi bo cap
trang phu kin, chi con 12 mat hinh ngudi trang toat. L bo cap cdm sau cai kim & dudi vao co
thé nan nhén, tirng dong tirng dong mau dé chay vao co thé ching, twa nhw nhirng giot muc
do6 nhé xudng lan nwdc trong, bat dau cudn cudn lan ra. Trong khoanh khic, tit ca nhitng
ngudi chirng kién cadnh 4y ciing cdm thiy dang 1én mot ndi so khong biét dién ta thé nao.
Merkin vung ciy dudc trén tay lén 1&n tiéng ha lénh: “Chay mau, chay mau, dirng nhung
nhang véi ching nira, mau roi khéi day!”
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Ba nguoi bi bé lai trong thach that, nhitng ké con lai hodng h6t dao tau. Sau lung bon vy,
bo cap trang van tran ra nhw nwéc 1i, dudi sat nat khong chiu budéng tha. Merkin néi:
“Chuyén quai gi viy? Bon ching duo6i theo kia! R rang la chiing khéng nhin thiy gi, sao lai
duoi theo chung ta dwoc vay?”

Soares lao vun vut phia trwéc, ngoai dau nhin, khong ngd ddm bo cap triang nho bé Ay lai
c6 téc do kinh ngwoi dén thé, khong c6 vé gi 1a bi tut lai phia sau. Y dot nhién v6 manh tay
mot cai, swc hiéu ra: “A, ché chét that, chit dich mau doé & chd pho twong Phat nghin tay iy
la thu6c du c6n trung! Ché m4, tir mot nghin ndm trwéc bon gido d6 cua cai ton gido nay da
biét str dung thudc du con trung roi a? Pay... rot cudc... rot cudce la chuyén gi vay!”

Merkin trdm ngdm im ldng. y cling tirng nghe ndi dén thir thudc du con trung nay. Po6
chinh 12 loai thudc c6 thé kich thich sy thém #n hodc ham mudn tin céng cin xé clia cdn
trung, c6 thé 1a chit 16ng, cling c6 thé & dang ran, dung mui vi, mau sic, séng chin dong
hodc cach gi d6 khac dé thong bao cho mot loai con trung nao dé tu tap vé mot chd. Vi du
don gian nhat chinh 1a sttc hit manh mé ctia mit ong doi véi ong mat, ngoai ra con cé chit
pheromone do ong bap cay tiét ra tin hiéu rat ro rang dé bdo dong tap trung tin cong.
Soares c6 thé thao tung va khong ché cac loai con trung nhw nhén, kién, ong mit... dé dat
dwoc muc dich mong mu6n ciing chinh 1a nho biét lgi dung thi nay. C6 nhirng loai thudc du
c6n trung sau khi dinh vao co thé lién chuyén thanh dang vit chit bay hoi chim, ca biét cé
loai thAm chi dén may thang sau van con cdng hiéu, hon nita con rat khé rira sach. Tuy
nhién khong thé ngd dwoc thir chit 16ng mau dé bon y dinh phai & chd twong Phat nghin
tay 4y lai chinh 13 mdt loai triing dan khién 1ii bo cap trang nay néi dién 1én ma tin cong dir
dai!

Phia trwéc xuit hién dwong ré, Merkin khong con suy nghi gi dwoc, chi kip néi: “Chia
nhau ra, tw minh tim cach cat dudi bon bo cap di!” Noi doan lién cung vdi Soares ré vao
dudng ngach bén phai. Max cling 6m d4u chay vu theo. Merkin trirng mat 1én nhin han mot
cai. Max bay gio mai giat minh kinh hoang, roi 14p tic hiéu ra, voi vang din ddm nguwoi phia
sau chon dwong khac bo chay.

Ba nguoi lai 1én thém hai tAng thang treo thing ding nita, ré cay trong dwong him moi
lac mot thém chang chit, dén ca dwdi chan ciing c6 mot 1¢p phu day, di bén trén nhw thé
dang budc trén con dwong nhé phit diy rom ra vay. Van khong thiy c6 co quan gi, ciing
khong thé lién lac dwoc véi nhirng ngwdi con lai, ba ngwoi chi biét dwa vao chiat anh sang
yéu &t tién 1én trong bong t6i mit mung. Pi qua rat nhiéu 16i ré, vong theo v6 s6 doan dwong
ham quanh co, ba nguwoi bon Trac Méc Cwong Ba cudi cung dén dwoc mot gian thach that
khac, bén trong ciing c6 may cai cot hét nhw nhirng gian trwéc d6, ngoai ra khéng con gi
khac ca. Pa Cat vira m&i nam xudng da nhay phat 1én, vin chiéc dén pha trong tay 1én mitc
sang nhat, nhin cham chdm vao vach twdng thét 1én: “Thanh st dai nhan, ngai nhin bén trén
c6 gi kia!”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La ciing ngdng dau quan sat, khong ngd trén twong da cda
gian phong nay lai xuat hién bich hoa, c6 diéu kj thuit vé con rat tho so, twa nhw bich hoa
thoi ky d6 da vy, nhin rat giong bich hoa vé canh sian voi ma mat ma Trac Méc Cwong Ba
tirng thdy & Kha Kha Tay Ly. Tranh cling vé nhitng hinh nguw¢i que diém mau den, cam d3,
giy dai, diy may, viy quanh tin cong mot sinh vat khong 16. So ti 1€ gitra sinh vat khéng 16
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vGi nhitng ngwdi dang vy quanh, thi it nhit né cling phai cao bang mwdi ngwdi, bdo néd
gidng ca siu, rin mdi hay than lan déu dwoc cd, ngwoi vé tranh dic biét nhan manh vao cai
miéng 16n 1&m chd'm riang nhon, cac phin con lai déu t6 mot mau den tuyén.

Anh dén pha cham cham dich chuyén, lién c6 thém nhiu bich hoa khac xuat hién. Toan
bd tran gian thach that nay déu thé hién canh twong sin giét, cac loai sinh vat ky hinh quai
dang cao thip khong déu dang ac chién sinh tr v&i v s6 con ngwdi nhé bé, hinh twong mac
du con mo ho, nét vé con thé 1au, nhwng van phang phit toat 1én mui khoi Itva chién tranh.
Lat ma A La néi: “Cé 1& ca nhitng gian thach that khac ciing c6 bich hoa 4n trong béng tdi, chi
la ching ta khong cht y dén ma théi.”

Trac Moc Cudrng Ba thdc mic: “Nhirng birc tranh nay c6 y nghia gi nhi?”

ba Cat néi: “Pay la Phuc Ma do6, Thanh st dai nhian hdy nhin k¥ ma xem, toan bé phan
gitta vé mot twong Phat 16m.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin theo luéng sang déen pha, qua nhién thiy chinh gitta hién 1én
mot pho twong Phat mau den, hinh vé rat 16n, dén ndi néu chi nhin thdy moét phan thi that
kh6 ma nhan ra néi. Twong Phit c6 ba ddu ba mat, mwdi tAm canh tay déu giwong hét ra, vo
s6 tranh vé nhitng con ngwdi nho bé sian bat cic loai sinh vat ¢d quai déu nam ca trong vong
thau tom cia mwdi tam canh tay nay. Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai quan sat nhirng sinh vat ky di
4y, c6 con dang x0e canh, cé con ré nwéc boi, mac du hinh anh rat triru twong, nhwng dai dé
thi 13 nhw vay, ga lién hiéu ra ngay tip lu: “0, c6 phai ¥ anh mudn néi, hinh anh nay biéu thi
rang dwdi 4nh hao quang ctia Phat, con ngudi chién thing dwoc cac loai ma quy dung
khong, viy nén nhirng thi nay bé ngoai déu hét sirc hung ac dang sg.” Néi thi néi vy,
nhung Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba van ngdm ngdm cam thdy khong phai nhuw thé, mau sic cua
twong Phit khong 16 dwong nhw twoi méi hon nhiéu, ma kj xdo cia nguwoi vé ciing tinh té
hon mot cach ro rét, twa nhw la sau nay méi vé thém vao, con nhirng hinh ngwdi nhé mau
den kia lai hét sttc c6 phac cuc mich, d6 méi giéng tranh vé bang than cta ¢ nhan tir van
nam veé tredc. Hinh dang cua twong Phit & dy lai giong hét nhuw twong Phat trong Canh clra
Sinh ménh ngudi lang Pa Cat bdo vé, ma lat ma A La ciing ting néi qua, c¢6 nghia 1a di tich
nay ton tai trwdrc cd C6 Cach. Vay thi nhirng twgng Phit nay, néu khéng phai twong Ban gido
thoi vieong triéu Twong Hung, thi cling 1a sdn phdm cua thoi ky Phit gido va Ban gido tranh
doat gido do6. Con phong cach héi hoa va tinh chit tuy y cua hinh vé nguwoi kia, va cad nhirng
nguoi séng trong hang ma Lir CAnh Nam tirng nhac dén, khién Trac Moc Cwong Ba lap tic
lién twdng dén bich hoa tir thoi vién cé.

“Khong phai.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai noi: “Twong Phat nay la sau nay méi vé thém vao,
nhitng ngwdi nho mau den kia 1a tranh vé trén vach da tir thoi ky truede do6 niva. A La dai su,
ngai cdm thiy thé nao?”

“Um,” lat ma A La tan dong: “Nhirng hinh mau den kia c6 1€ la tranh vé trén vach da, c6
kha n3ng 1a do nguwoi c6 séng trong hang dong tir thdi do d4 hodc sém hon nira dé lai, chic
la déu vé canh san thd ma ngudoi cd thich vé nhéit, chi c6 diéu vé mit thé hinh hoi c6 khoa
trrong lén mot chat ma thoi.”
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Bon ho lai di qua miy gian thach thit nira, bich hoa trong mdi gian lai méi khac, cang di
vao trong, bich hoa cang ngay ngan nin ndt, dwong nét cang thém tinh té, twa hd nhu dwoc
vé lén vao nhirng thoi ky lich st khac nhau vay.

Bon ho trong thiy nhitng birc tranh sin ban lén hon, cic loai dong vat c6 quan hé chit
ché véi ngudi thoi xwa nhw triu, ngwa va mot sé quai thi ¢ nho hon dan chiém vi tri trung
tdm trong bich hoa, cac biéu hién ciing ré rét hon trwéc, cé con dang chay, c6 con dang kéu
réo, gao thét, ngoanh dau nhin lai, mot s6 birc thdm chi con khién ngwdi xem cdm nhén
duogc sy viing vay cta nhitng con thid bi thwong cuing tiéng thé phi phi ctia ching.

Ngoai ra con mot sé tranh vé canh nhay mda cia ngwdi nguyén thiy, nhirng c6 gai trong
tranh bau nguwc diy dian, mong niy né, canh tay nhé nhin, hai chan dirng choii, mot sé ky
hiéu sinh thwc gidn lwgc vé hai hinh tron thém mot dau miii tén, va nhirng ky hiéu khac nira.

Khi bon ho di t&i gian thach that thi tw, Trac Méc Cweorng Ba trong thiy mot s6 hinh rat ky
quai, vé hinh ngwdi nhé mic 4o giap, trong tay hinh nhw ciAm trueong thwong, chuy déng,
cung tén, tréng nhw dang diu vo véi nhau.

“DPay la tranh gi viay?” Da Cat cling 1y lam to mo v&i loai tranh trén da nay.

Lat ma A La lai t6 vé xtic dong la thuwdng: “Pay 1a Dién vé chinh chién dd, 1a bich hoa chién
tranh ctia ngwoi xwa dé lai.”

“Chinh chién d6? C6 lién quan gi dén Pao quan Anh Sang khéng?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba lap
tirc lién twéng dén bo tdc Qua Ba va Pao quan Anh Sang than bi kia.

Lat ma A La lic dau dap: “Khoéng rd nita, c6 diéu xét vé noi dung ctia bich hoa thi duong
nhw ching ta da di tir thoi Do da cli dén thoi dai cia cdc veong triéu roi, nhin cach an mac
clia ngwdi trong tranh khong gidng vwong triéu Thé Phon cho 1m, 1& ndo... 1a vwong triéu
Twong Hung?”

1”

“Thanh s dai nhan, dén xem cai nay nay!” Pa Cat & phia bén kia ciing c6 phat hién mai.
Trac Moc Cuong Ba sdi bwéc tién lai gdn, mot birc bich hoa con khién ngwai ta kinh ngac
hon nita lién xuit hién true¢c mat ga. Trong tranh, mot bén c6 1€ 1a dan bo Yak Tay Tang,
nhwng khong vé bira bai nhu trong cac birc bich hoa trwé¢c d6, ma dwoc sap x€p ngay ngin
chinh té thanh mot hinh miii tén, do con bo to 1é6n nhat dan dau, di & dau doi hinh miii tén
déu 1a nhitng con bo than thé cuwdng trang nhit, sirng sic nhon nhit, con nhitng con nhé
hon thi theo sat phia sau, cd dan bo nay déu la bo dwec, tuyét khong cé 1dy mdt con bo cai
nao, trong twa nhw dang tung vé lao vit vé phia trwéc. Con mang bén cda birc bich hoa la
mot quan thé sinh vat c6 véc ddng nho bé hon mét chit, nhin bé ngoai c6 nét giong cho soi
hay bao gi dy, trong tranh thé hién nhin manh vao bd vudt sic va ham ring nhon hodt cta
ching. Pan thu nay hinh thanh thé bao vay hinh ban nguyét sdn sang nghénh dén quan
dich. Nhwng ngudi sang tao nén birc bich hoa nay con vé thém rirng ndi ciy cdi & phan ria
tranh v&i mot nhom sinh vat nho hon 4n nép, hinh thanh thé gong kim. Trong dan dong vat
nhé hon kia cling c6 mdt con to hon hin nhitng con khac din dau, con vat nay ding giita
vong vay, doi mat véi con bo Yak dau dan, twa ho nhw dang phat 1énh. Pong thoi & nhirng
diém doi dién v&i mii nhon cua dan bo Yak, vong vay hinh ban nguyét ctia loai thi nhé hon
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kia c6 rit nhiéu con dang ngodnh dau vé phia sau, co hd nhw chuin bi sdn sang bo chay bat
ctr 1ic nao.

Toan bd birc tranh dwoc vé hét sttrc séng dong, y d6 cia ngwdi vé tranh cling rd mon mot,
dan bo Yak mudn x6ng thang vao gitta by dong vat nho hon kia, con bay dong vat nhé hon
kia chi 1am ra vé bao vay, chi cAn dan bo Yak x6ng vao ching sé tirc khic tan ra, khi 4y hai
canh phuc kich trong rirng sé& nhw hai luwdi ki€m sic thoc vao phan gitra phong ngu twong
dé6i yéu hon ctia dan bo Yak, khi tran thé cia dan bo réi loan, bon di tan ra kia sé ap trd lai.
Xem ra day giong nhw mot birc vé canh hai quin giao chién, d6i bén déu cé twdng linh, c6
thé tran, vira toat 1én cai khi khai “dwdng hep gip nhau, ké diing at thang”, lai vira c6 ké du
dich nhw ciu “binh bat yém trd”, néu xem nhw la trén chién trwong thuec, cling c6 thé coi la
mot tran chién kinh dién hiém c6 trén doi. Nhwng hai bén giao chién lai 1a hai loai dong vit,
hoan toan khong cé hinh ngwoi, diy qua la 1an dau tién Trac Moc Cwong Ba tréng thidy mot
birc bich hoa nhuw thé nay.

“A La dai sw, ngai d&n xem xem day 1a gi th&?” Trac Moc Cudng Ba goi vi sw gia.

Lat ma A La xem qua mot lwot roi néi: “Day 1a thd chién. Troi oi, khdng ngd van con cb
bich hoa Iwu lai, thit 1a khéng thé tin noi!”

“Thad chién? Thu chién la gi thé? La cac loai thu chién diu véi nhau a?” Trac Moc Cwong
Ba cling chu y thdy, hinh vé va mau sic cta bic bich hoa nay c6 1& 1a cing mot thoi ky véi
birc Dién vé chinh chién do kia.

“Khéng,” lat ma A La lic dau pht nhan, “day khong phai tranh diu giitta dong vat véi
nhau, ma ciu c6 dé y thiy khong, trong tranh nay vé toan bo dwc, khong c6 bo cai va bé con,
tit ca bon chung déu la binh si ca day, cad dan soi kia ciing la binh si, diy la chién tranh cta
con nguoi.”

“Chién tranh cta con nguwi?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin lai birc bich hoa khong cé 1dy mot
hinh ngwoi 4y thém l4n nira, 16 m¢o cdm nhin dwoc sat khi lanh 1€o toat ra. Ping thé, dan bo
Yak T4y Tang va dan sé6i ma lat ma A La néi dén déu dang thi vitng tran dia ctia phe minh,
tran thé quy ci nhuw vy, tuyét ddi khong phai 1a cadnh vay bit va dot pha vong vay trong tu
nhién, brc tranh nay ré la vé canh hai doi quan dang doi chién. “Pai sw, tha chién nghia la
sao?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba héi don.

Nhung lat ma A La lai lic dau néi: “Nhat thoi khong thé néi ré duwoc, khi ndo vé tdi sé giai
thich cho ciu sau. Thu chién la mot hinh thirc tac chién rat ¢ xwa, da thit truyén tir rat 1au
rat 1au roi, nhwng gi¢r tdi c6 thé néi véi cau mot dieu, 1a Pao quan Anh Sang nim xwa di st
dung hinh thirc nay dé tac chién do.”

“HA&?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba 6m day mot bung nghi hoic, chang 1& ngudi bo tdoc Qua Ba déu
la dong vat hét ca sao? Khong, sdng chung véi séi, thi chién, c6 1€ nao... Bon ho lai xem thém
cac birc bich hoa trong may gian thach thit nira, trong dé c6 mot birc vé canh thuyén di gitra
khe sau hun hut, nii cao hai bén d6c dirng nhon hoit di thuwdng, mit phia sau khe vuc thi bi
td6 mau den kit. Con nhirng con thuyén, néu so v&i hinh ngwoi, thi ro 1a hoi qua cd mot chut,
hai bén than thuyén chia ra hang mai chéo thing déu tam tip, hét thuyén nay dén thuyén
khac n6i nhau di vao ving tam tdi vd cung tin. Lai c6 mot gian vé muwdi tdm toa thap 16n
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nguoc trén tay twong Phat 1on, bén canh moi toa thap ngwoc 4y déu cé hinh ngudi, c6 vé
nhw 13 cac ting Ii, c6 ngdi c6 nam, tw thé rat khac biét, lat ma A La doan day chic 1a cac
phwong thirc tu hanh khac nhau. Nhin thay birc tranh hoan chinh nay, Trac Méc Cwong Ba
méi cé thé hinh dung ré vé pho twong Phat khéng 16 ma bon ho dang & bén trén. Pho twong
khong 16 mwdi tam cadnh tay ba mat ba diu nay thwc ra chi c6 nira phan than trén nhé ra
khoi vach d4, cii dau nhin xuéng ching sinh, mwoi tAm canh tay cung xoe ra nhw nhirng
chan nhén, tir trén xudng dwdi, khodng cach gitra hai tay trai phai cang lic cang 16n. Con
nira phan than dwdi cia twong Phét, chinh la noi bon Trac Méc Cwong Ba dang ding, thi
chim han trong vach da nay thanh mét khdi, twa nhw c6 mot dwong dao khoét thanh hinh
chit “Liéu” (T) xién xién vao trong. Lat ma A La mé man quan sat nhitng bitc tranh dién ta
canh tu hanh, hai mat 16i han 1én, twa h6 mudn khic siu tit ca nhitng birc bich hoa 4y vao
trong dai nao.

Bon ho cit thé xem hét bich hoa trong cac gian thach that, lat ma A La van con chwa muén
ddt ra, nhwng Trac Moc Cwong Ba thi khéng con hirng thii nhiéu véi nhitng tranh twong nay
nita, chi muon mau mau chéng chéng 1én cho hét nhirng thang treo dwng dirng nay, roi lién
lac dwoc véi Pudng Man va nhitng ngwoi khic. Ga phai thic giuc mai, ba ngwoi méi 1an lwot
leo 1én cao dan.

Chay vong véo dén ndi dau vang mit hoa, Merkin va Soares dén dwoc mot gian thach that
khong 16 16n chwa tirng thiy, thiét bi chiéu sang cua bon y van 1én hét c& cling khéng nhin
thiy dwgc dén tran. Chinh gitra gian phong da rong ménh mong 1a mot cot tru hinh vuodng,
bén trén d& mot qua cau hinh tron dwong kinh phai dén nam chuc mét, nhin xa tréng nhw
vién minh chiu kham trén phap trwgng. Ca hai bwéc vao thach that, 1ap tic thidy minh tréd
nén nhé bé, trong ndy con 4m wét hon tat cd nhitng chd khac, nwéc thAm trén twong chay
ra thanh dong, dong thanh viing lac dac dwdi dit. Mot con bd ciu trang clia Soares dirng lai
bén dwéi qua ciu, vé nhw cdm nhin dwgc diéu gi d6 nguy hiém, méc cho Soares cé dung
dién kich thich ndo bd cta né thé nao, né cling khong chiu bay 1én. Soares 14y lam ky quéi
ndi: “Chd nay chic 1a ngudn gdc clia hoi am xung quanh day phai khong, hirm? Tac ra qua
ciu lén thé nay dé lam gi nhi?” Merkin kich dong thot 1én: “Tim thiy ro6i, chinh l1a & day. bay
chinh 1a mat tridng dé! Nguwoi ta dem mot mat trang trén troi gidu vao bong dém, duy chi ¢
anh sang mau bac md&i khién n6 mét lan nira c6 dwoc sirc manh, mé ra toa cung dién cda
nguoi diing si.” Y thAm nham lai mot lwot bai ca c6 cia Pa Cat, cdm gidc khong thé sai di dau
dwoc nira.

Soares nhin cham cht réi néi: “Mat trang? Mat trang nay sao lai map md 16i 1om nhw thé?
Chang 1& ddm nguwdi nay tir thoi c6 dai da quan sat dwoc nhitng day nui hinh cung trén mat
trang roi a?”

Merkin néi: “Ai ma biét dworc, tri tué cia c6 nhin cao thip thé nao khéng phai chuyén
hoém nay tdi véi anh c6 thé wéc doan dwoc. Gidng nhw thir thu hit con trung kia kia, chang
phai anh ludn cho rang, dé 1a thi doan diéu khién sinh vt miy nim gan diy md&i nghién
ctru ra hay sao, vy ma nguwoi ta da st dung tir cd ngan nidm truwdce roi.” Noi doan, y buwéec lai
gan cOt d4, chuln bi bam vao tréo 1én.

“Poi chut da!” Soares noi, “Chd nay dudng nhw c6 diéu gi c¢6 quai, anh nhin con bd cu kia
xem, né con chéng lai ca tin hiéu dién t téi phat ra niva.” Merkin cwdi khay: “Trong vach
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ndi ndy c6 khoang vat lam nhiéu tin hiéu vé tuyén, chic 1a tc dung cla tir treong manh,
cling c6 kha niang hé théng diéu khién con bo ciu cta anh bi nhiéu loan, khong chiu sw
khéng ché nita chit, phai khong? Dau d6 trén cai tru da nay chac han phai cé chd dé 1ap con
mit bac, ching ta chi cAn tim dwgc né ma 1ap vao, c6 1& 1a sé& c6 thé nhin thiy thir ma chiing
ta mudn s& hiru d6.”

Soares 14y 6ng nhom nhin dém ra, diéu chinh tiéu cw ro6i dwa 1én quan sat qua cau khéng
16 trong bdng t6i, 1dm bam: “Khong ding, diy khong phai twong diéu khic d4, day 13, day 1a
cai khi gi quin lai vAy? Ghét that, chd nay t6i qu4, chang thé nao nhin ré dwoc.” Qua ciu ma
Soares nhin thiy giong nhw mot bdi nho 16n, toan la nhitng dai diy quin ngang quin doc
chang chit, hét tAng nay dén tang khac, trong béng t6i van 1o m& nhin ra nhitng ting 16p
tach biét, ngoai ra con c6 rat nhiéu soi thirng to hon vwon ra cd bon phwong tdm hwéng,
diu mut chim siu vao vach da & bon phia xung quanh.

https://thuviensach.vn



Trai tim dang dap

Merkin noi: “0f bén dudi tit nhién 1a khong nhin rd dwoc roi, chiing ta 1én trén xem sao, 16
khéa dé 1ap con mat bac ndy ciing nhit dinh 13 & chd nao d6 trén tru da, ching ta ciing 1én
thoi.” Soares nhiu may, roi cung tréo 1én theo Merkin. Du xung quanh tru da déu cé nwéc ri
ra, nhung c cach chirng mét hai mét lai c6 khe hé c¢6 nwéc thidm ra, c6 thé nhét vira ngén
tay, thanh thi tréo 1én cao khéng hé kho6 khan.

Clr treo lén dwoc chirng mot hai mét la Merkin lai ddo mét vong quanh tru da quan sat,
xem c6 16 dé 1ap con mat bac vao hay khong, con Soares thi chi mot Iong mudn tim hiéu xem
qua ciu khong 16 rét cudc 1a cai thi gi, thé nén chang miy chéc y da tréo dén chd cao nhAt.
Lén dén gan, Soares m¢i phat hién ra, trdi ciu nay khong ngo lai do nhitng soi nhé nhw rau
ngod trong hang da kia két lai véi nhau ma thanh. M4y chuc soi nhé quin thanh mot b6 day,
sau d6 miy chuc b6 day 4y két thanh soi nhw soi thirng to bang diu ngén tay, cudi cung
mAay chuc s¢i nhw thé lai quin vao nhau thanh bé to nhw canh tay nguwdi, ca trai ciu nay
chinh 14 c4c b6 soi quan thanh tirng 16p tirng 16p mot, ching trach tir dwéi nhin 1én trong y
nhw mot b6 nho. Lai c6 vo sd s¢i thirng to bang canh tay nguoi gidng ra, 1t han vao vach
d4, ca trai ciu nay nhin nhw néi lién véi tru d4, khong c6 bat cir khe hé nao & gitra. Soares
dit khoat bo ludn 1én trai ciu, chi thdy bén trén ciling c¢6 v6 s6 soi thirng to chim vao trin
gian thach that, chic chdn nhw thé miii khoan thép dam siu vao da tang. Soares 14y tay vo
v0 roi bop bop vao khéi ciu, cdm thiy cirng nhw bong cay c6 thu, lai go go thém miy luot,
cam giac n6 con cirng hon ca twdng twong cda y, thim doan dao bua binh thwong khé ma
lam né suy suyén dwoc, cudi cing y trdim ngdm 1am bam: “DPay rét cudc 1a cai gi nhi?”

Trén cot da, & dd cao cach mat dit chirng bén nam chuc mét, Merkin ciing da tim dwoc vi
tri 1dp con mat bac. P6 1a mot cai hdc hinh luc giac, & gitra c6 cai 16 to bang dng nwdc, dang
giong hét mot voi nwdc khong c6 van dong, chay tran tré, lwong nwdc khong hé it. Merkin
tru virng, 14y con mat bac trong ba 16 ra, gio 1én gan cai hdc so sanh ngdm nghia mot lwot,
néu dit con mat bac vao do, sé vira hay bit kin 16i nwéc chdy, cd sdu muii cta hinh luc giac
déu c6 ranh, c6 thé xoay con mat bac chuyén dong mot tram tdm muwoi do, gan chit vao
trong. Dt con méit bac vao day rét cudc sé xay ra chuyén gi? Merkin cho rang cin lam rd
chuyén ndy trudc roi méi dit con mat bac duorc, lién goi Soares xudng, chi tay vao cai hdc
néi: “Anh nhin xem, nwéc & day rat nhiéu, néu dit con mat bac vao sé bit kin 16i thoat ludn,
ky la thit, nwéc & dau ra ma nhiéu thé nhi. Néu & trén dau ching ta dung la di chi C6 Cach,
thi xung quanh diy khéng c6 dong s6ng ngam nao mé&i phai ch nhi?”

Soares ndi: “Pay la nwéc ngdm & may nghin mét bén dwdi, tit bén trong khe vuwc sau
khong thdy dady nay.” Y li€c mat nhin Merkin, trong mat toat 1én vé kinh s¢, “C6 vé nhw bon
ho da lgi dung hién twong binh théng nhau, dan nwéc tir 6 su may nghin mét dudi kia 1én
day, dam nguwoi nay... That ding la do nguwoi tr mot nghin nam trwéce lam w?”

Merkin néi: “Nhwng ma, nwéc ndy cé tac dung chit? O day ching c6 gi hét ca ma?”

Soares ndi: “Nguyén ly giéng nhw trong dia cung Ahezt, 1a d€ hinh thanh chubi sinh vat,
loi dung bon con trung kia dé bao vé noi nay khong bi con ngwdi quay nhiéu. Noi nao cé
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nuwéc thi méi co sw song dwoc. Néu téi doan khong 1am, bon ho dung nwéc dé nudi dudng vi
sinh vAat, cac vi sinh vat 4y chinh 14 thirc n ctia bon bo cap trang, c6 nwdc lai c6 ca thirc dn,
thé nén bo cap trang & ddy mai sinh s6i ndy n& nhiéu nhw viy dwoc.”

Merkin néi: “Vay thi bit kin dwong thodt nwéc nay sé xay ra tinh huéng gi? Anh cé dw
doan dwogc khong?”

Soares nghi ngoi gidy lat, doan néi: “Nwdc? Lé nao la...” Y ngdng dau 1én nhin trai ciu, “Lé
nao la loi dung ap lwc nwéc tang dan, dé phan bén trong qua ciu phia trén kia tich bung ra,
con thir ma chiing ta muén tim thi dit bén trong qua cau ay? A, c6 1& diing 1a nhw vay roi,
chdc anh biét hiéu &rng vo6 trirng phai khong nhi. Tr bén trong vé trirng mé ra thi tach vo
trixng rat dé dang, con néu dung luc tir bén ngoai, vé trirng lai rat cirng chic, day 1a dic tinh
hinh thanh & cac loai sinh vat dé trirng trong qua trinh tién hda dé bao vé doi sau sinh
trwdng trong trirng clia chiing c6 thé dé dang pha vé chui ra déng thoi cling khong dé dang
bi sinh vat ngoai lai tin cdng, 1& nao ddm ngudi co dai nay cling van dung nguyén ly nay?”

Merkin cwdi khé néi: “Pay... day that sw 1a tri tué cta ngudi Tang ¢d w? Vi sinh vat? Ong xi
phong? Hiéu &ng vo tri'ng? That khong thé nao tin ndi. VAy gid tdi nhét con mat bac nay vao
diy nhé?” Soares gat git dau, ca hai déu nhin chong choc vao tay Merkin, nhin ban tay dwa
con mat bac to twdng vao 16, xoay chuyén, nhich ddng con mat, bit kin 18i nw¢-c chay ra, sau
do thoi gian chim vao trang thai tinh ling dai dang dic, khong c6 bit cr Am thanh gi, doi
cho, cho doi...

Bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba van dang tién 1én trong thong dao bén dwéi. Dot nhién, lat ma A
La dirng buwéc, dirng yén lang trong thong dao. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba dang dinh hédi xem cé
chuyén gi xay ra thi dai sw da hit tay, ra hiéu cho ga chd y lang nghe. Pa Cat va Trac Mdc
Cuong Ba thiy thé cling dirng lai, cuéi cing, hai ngwdi ho cling cdAm nhian dwoc nhitng chan
dong hét sirc khé khang kh6 ma phat giac.

M4y nguoi gido sw Phwong Tan da roi khéi cung dién ba ting 1au gac, di vao dwong ham
d6c sau xudng vach nii, 18i ré chang chit bén trong khién chwa di dwoc may chdc dau 6c da
chim vao cam giac mo h6 mé hodc. Lan theo diu vét bon Merkin dé lai, ho téi dwoc gian
thach thit c6 1t bo cap trang, c6 diéu gido sw Phwong Tan va nhitng nguwoi con lai nhin thiy
canh twong vd s6 bo cap trang dang chen chuc tranh nhau chui vao cac 16 nhé trén twong,
rat nhiéu con bi hat xuéng dit, nhwng lai nhay bat lén, c6 gidm l1én than thé dong loai dé
chui vao nhitng ci 16 nhé xiu 4y.

Ra gitra gian thach that, ho phat hién ra ba xac chét dau dén van veo, bi hit sach mau thit
chi con lai tro 16p da boc xwong, nhin ba 16 deo trén lung cé thé nhin ra dwoc than phan
linh danh thué ctia ching. Thé nhwng, rét cudc 1a thit gi da khién bon bo cap tring hung tan
doc ac kia hoang hét bo chay nhw vay? Gido sw Phwong Tan cin thin quan sat, thdy cac
viing nwdc dudi san nha gon lén nhitng lan séng nhe lan tan, khé rung dong nhw séng vi ba
vay. Ba Tang lai hwéng 4nh mat vé phia nhitng soi ré cy di tré nén mém mai trén vach
twong, nhirng soi manh von kho khéc vao dén day da bién thanh to nhw dau ngén tay, mém
mém dinh dinh. Dwong nhw anh ta cdm thay cé chat quen thudc, nhwng thir gi da ra 1énh
cho ky &c khong chiu quay vé? Ba Tang dirng d6, ngian ngo thim nht: “Tai sao toan thin
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minh déu dang run ray? DPay rot cudc la thi gi? Trwdc day c6 phai minh di nhin thiy né
khong? Tai sao lai khong thé nhé néi nhi?”

Thoi gian tréi qua cham mét cach di thwong twa nhw ngung dong lai & trang thai dac
quanh. Merkin va Soares lang 1€ doi cho Ky tich xay ra, toan bé tinh than déu tip trung ca
vao bui tron khdng 16 trén dinh dau. Khong biét bao 14u sau, bong nghe “xi” mot tiéng khé
khang, nhw tiéng xi hoi cac 10 cao 4p c& lon phat ra ding vao khodnh khic bat mé. Merkin
va Soares déu giat thot minh, “M& roi, sip mé ra roi!”

Thé nhung, ké ti€p dd, cAy cot da bon y dang bam vao bdng rung 1én ban bat, cd Merkin
14n Soares déu cam giac thdy ddu ngén tay minh dang rung dit ddi, rung dén ndi ngdn tay té
ran ran, gan nhw mit hét cdm giac. “Thé nao vay, chuyén la thé nao vay? Pa xay ra chuyén gi
thé&?” Merkin hai Soares.

Soares lac dau: “Khong biét nira, néu ti€p tuc chdn déng thé nay thi ching ta khéng bam
duwoc trén tru da nira dau, chi bang xudng dwdi doi thi hon, tir dd cao nay nga xudng khong
phai chuyén dua dwoc dau.”

Hai ngwoi lién mau chéng truot xudng tru d4, dau ngén tay van con cdm gidc rung nheé
nhe. Xudng dén chan tru d4, Soares bdong chot cdm thiy c6 gi d6 nhich dong, diing thé, twa
nhw 12 ¢c6 mot sinh ménh méi dang bat dau nhich dong, c6 quy luit, tirng nhip tirng nhip
mot, nhw thé trai tim dap bom méau di khap co thé. Soares gidt minh kinh hii, loang choang
1ui hai bwéc, vira ngwéc 1én lién nhin thdy &nh méit cho doi cia Merkin: “Thé nao roi? Pa
m¢& ra chwa?”

Soares no6i: “Toi lam sao biét dwgc, nhwng ma, cdm giac nay, con me no la cai quai gi vay?”

Ngang diu nhin 1én, khéi ciu dwong kinh chirng ndm chuc mét kia khong ngd da co rit
mot cach ro rét, thu nho lai thanh hinh cAu dwong kinh chi khoang ba bén chuc mét, va van
con ti€p tuc nén nhd lai nira. Soares biét ré phan vo ngoai hinh dang nhw bé thirng cudn cua
khéi ciu 4y clrng ran kién c6 thé nao, 1a strc manh gi ma khién dwoc khéi ciu 4y rat nhd lai
nhuw vy, y trdm ngdm suy nghi mai, 1€ nao lai la nwéc?

Chi can mot giot nwdrc, lién tinh lai tir gidc ngd nghin nam, twa h6é nhw mot sinh vat doi
khat, sau nghin ndm nhan nai doi cho, lai moét IAn nita ném dwgc mui vi mau tanh. Khéi ciu
khéng 16 4y bao phat ra lwc hiat kinh nguwdi, manh dén ndi khién trai cau dic rudt co rat lai
chi con mét ntra, né6 muodn hit nwdc tir may nghin mét siu bén dwdi vao bén trong minh,
strc manh da tich tu da day, chi con cho doi mot don cong kich cudi cung.

“Keng...” duwdrng nhw c6 vat kim loai ndo dé bi tach ra, cA Merkin 14n Soares déu cam thay
rat roé rang, mot théong dao & dau d6 da dwoc mé thong, dong thoi co thir gi dang tir dwdi
dit un un dang trao l1én. Bon y dau hé hay biét, dwéi virc sdu may nghin mét kia, & noi tit
thady moi ngwoi déu khong nhin thiy, c6 may chiéc banh xe nuwéc bang sit trang vat liéu
chong gi da dwoc thd xuéng nwéc mot cach chAm rai ma trim 6n nho sirc ciia hé théng may
moc, dong nwéc x8i manh mé khién nhirng c6 may tir ngan ndm trudec tir tir chuyén dong,
bom cang nhiéu nwéc hon 1én phia trén cao.

Merkin gio 6ng nhom 1én, khéng ngtrng diéu chinh tiéu cw, cuéng cuéng néi: “Hinh nhw
khong mé ra, liéu c6 lam khéng nhi? Hay 1a ¢6 cho nao khac mé ra r6i?”
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Soares suy nghi dim chiéu, y cling hoan toan khong biét gi vé chuyén nay, nhung ca y 1an
Merkin déu biét rang, dich thwc 1a da c6 thir gi d6 dwoc mé ra. Pang nghi ngoi, dot nhién
dam thirng bén thanh khdéi ciu kia lai phinh to ra, nhw qua bong bdng thdi cang lén vay,
chang miy chdc di dat dén kich thwdc ban dau, roi lai con tiép tuc phinh to nita, cang lic
cang 16n hon. Hai nguoi dirng bén dwdi cdm nhin dwoc mét ap lwc vo cung 1én, nhw thé
qua cdu khong 16 kia muoén chwc roi khoi tru da dé bén dudi vay.

Khoi ciu nhanh chéng phinh to gip déi kich c& ban dau, hai ngwdi dirng bén dwédi khéng
can dung dén 6ng nhom ciling c6 thé nhin thiy né rat roé. Nhitng soi nhw sgi thirng bén ro
rang 1a to hon, mém hon, mot phan bat dau tir tir nhu déng. C4 khéi ciu gidng nhw mot sinh
vat ngoai hanh tinh khong biét goi tén thé nao, do vd sd 6ng tron vin veo quin chang chit
lai véi nhau, moi 6ng lai dwong nhw c6 sw s6ng clia riéng minh, chen chic nhau, tranh gianh
nhau, muon thoat ra khoi sy birc bach trong khéi ciu dy. Bon y déu la hang kién thirc quang
bac uyén thim, nhwng xwa nay ciing chwa tirng trong thiy sw viéc gi khing khiép nhw thé
ca, cit nhw vira m¢i danh thirc moét con thu khéng 16 tréi diy. Con thd nay dai dén hon tram
mét, thian cudn lai thanh moét khéi cau, lai c6 vd sb xic tu viwon ra ca bén phwong tam
huwéng.

Khée mat Merkin giat giat. Ga dirng ndp sau lwng Soares theo ban niang, than sic hét sikc
kho coi, cit tiéng hoi Soares: “Day la cai thi gi viy? Khéi cu nay rét cudc la thi gi vay?”

Soares ciing khong kha hon Merkin 1a m4y, hai chan dan manh xudng d4t, nhu thé moc ré
& d6 vy, mudn nhéc 1én cling khong dwoc, gang hét strc hoi twdng lai tit ca cac tinh tiét nho
nhadt nhat, va nhirng th y tirng nhin thiy chay lwét qua 6c nhw doan phim tua nguwoc. “Ho
gidu mot mat trang trén troi vao bong toi, duy chi cé d&nh sing mau bac méi khién né khoi
phuc lai dwoc sttc manh, mé ra cung dién clia ngwoi diing si.” Pay 1a 1o ctia Pa Cat. O mbi
treong 4m wot, ddm soi déo ma mong manh nhw rau ngd kia né ra to mém nhung nhiic nhw
sau thit, khdp noi dau cling 1a nhitng co quan chwa dwoc khéi dong, nhitng xac chét bi quin
chit. Khi ghép néi nhirng ddu moi hoan toan khong thé ly giai ay lai véi nhau, Soares l4p tic
hiéu ra bon y vira lam diéu gi. Y kéu l1én: “Ché chét that, diy la tong co quan, ‘md ra cung
dién ctia nguoi diing si...” chinh 1a mé ra tit ca cic co quan trong hang dong nay!”

Merkin gior méi hiéu ra, han gian dir gim 1én: “Ché m4, thang lun 4y lai dam lira ca ta!”

Soares no6i nhanh: “Con dgi gi nira, mau 14y con méat bac dé ra di, ngdn khong cho dam co
quan nay khéi dong!”

Nhung tit ca déu da mudn, tir cic khe hé trén tru da dy da tho ra vo so lwdi cwa tron lién
tuc xoay tron xung quanh tru da theo nhitng hwéng khac nhau, leo 1én dé6 da tré thanh viéc
khong thé thuc hién dwoc. Khéi ciu da tré nén mém nhiin, bién thanh hinh ban ciu, phi 1én
tru da nhw miéng bot bién, thé tich 16m hon luc ban dau khoang hai Ian rudi, sé di chwa roi
xudng 1a vi van con vd s6 s¢i xtic tu ddm ngap sau vao vach da. Khdi ban ciu dang nhu bot
bién 4y bat dau co rut mot cach c6 quy luat, hét nhw 12 trai tim dang dap vay, moi lan co rut
lai ddy nwéc ngap vao nhirng théng dao tua tia nhitng soi manh nhw rau ngo kia - toan bo
cac thong dao!

Trong khoanh khic 4y, birc twong Phat khong 16 cao ca nghin mét, véi sirc nwéc lam dong
nang, nh¢ vo sé banh rang va cac két cdu dan dong, da song day!
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Soares so hii nhin nhitng xtc tu nhw siu thit hut dd nwéc ma sinh trwedng dién cudng,
dang din dan 14p kin ca gian thach thit I&n. Ban nang thoi thic, cudi cung y ciing khéi phuc
dworc chit than tri, voi kéo gidt Merkin mdt céi, 1én tiéng quat: “Chay mau, 16i thong ma bi
bit mat thi khéng chay dwoc dau!”

MAay nguoi trong nhém cua gido sw Phwong Tan vira giao chién véi bén ndm tén linh
danh thué, cAm cw giang co, vira danh vira rat. Ba Tang dot nhién phat hién ra nhitng soi
manh trén twong hoi nhic nhich, lién 14y ngén tay khéu mét doan vat thé dang nhw sgi
thirng mém mai 4y 1én, tirc khac cdm giac ro rang rang ching dang dap mot cach cé quy luat
nhip nhang chang khac gi mach mau trong co thé ngudi. VAt thé nhu sgi diy leo kho can
trén tay Ba Tang dan khéi phuc s s6ng, quan 1y ngén tay anh ta, dong thoi thit chat lai.
Hai mat Ba Tang 16i han ra thanh hinh ciu, mo6t cdm gidc s¢ hai xuit phat tir tin siu tham
trong long khién anh ta hét 1én nhw xé hong, roi giat “s¢i thirng” 4y ném xudng dit, nd sung
ban dién cudng, dan bay tung tée, soi diy bi bdn tring vai ra be bét nhii twong. Nhitng
ngudoi con lai thdy Ba Tang dot nhién ndi khung, cling kinh hodng cuéng cuéng ca 1én. Ba
Tang ban hét mot bang dan, Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong lién chia nhau x6ng l1én gir chit
anh ta, quat héi: “Anh dang lam cai gi thé? Anh Ba Tang? Anh sao thé? Mau tinh tdo lai di!”

Ba Tang d3 khéi phuc lai than tri, dot nhién kéu 1én: “T6i nhé ra roi! O noi dé! Chinh 1a &
noi dé! Chinh 1a bon ching! Ching gidng nhw ré cay c6 thu, vira cirng vira dai, chi can gip
nwdc 1a lién séng day nhu ran, bon ching c6 thé quan chit, c6 thé quin chat tit cd moi thi,
dirng noi 1a con ngwdi, dén ca ciy dai thu cao trim mét cling bi ching thit cho giy lia diy.
Chay mau, bang khong tat ca déu sé& chét trong diy mat!”

Sau nguwoi voi vang tim dwdng, c6 gdng tranh xa ddm xic tu dang phinh to 1én véi téc do
chéng mit kia, di qua mot chd vach da, lién thdy mot tén linh danh thué bi c§ dinh trén
twong, nhirng sgi sic tu mém mai 4y that vao ¢d han, cad gwong mit bi thit cho bién thanh
mau tim tai, ddng thdi van con cb vd s6 xic tu dang viron dan vé phia han, mém mai ve vudt
quin xung quanh, dwong nhw hin mudén nhic tay Ién tw ctru minh, nhung canh tay lai cling
bi rat nhiéu xuc tu gitr chit, ca vach da nhw bién thanh mot khoi bot bién khong 16, boc kin
tén linh danh thué vao bén trong, roi ching lai vung vy, viron ra nhitng hwéng khac. Tat ca
cac thong dao trong hang dong khong 16 déu song diy, nhuw thé bon chiing mudn thanh tay
phén bén trong minh trén quy mé l1én, thanh trir tit ca cic can b3, cac loai ky sinh trung bén
trong hang dong di, khong dé lai bat c thir gi song sot.

Nhin tén linh danh thué dang dan bién mat trong ddm xic tu nhu dong nhung nhuc, Lir
Canh Nam d6t nhién ha 1énh: “Dlrng lai, khong thé di tiép dwoc nira.”

Bon Nhac Dwong xim lai xung quanh co6. Lit CAnh Nam néi: “Ttr Itic vao day ching ta di
dwoc bao lau r6i? Ca hang dong toan nhirng xuic tu thé nay, nhin téc dé6 banh trwdéng cua
ching, néu gio quay lai chac chdn 1a khong thé tranh dwoc, ching ta budc phai tién 1én
thoi.”

Trwong Lap lo 1ng noi: “Nhung phia trwdc cé biét dwong 16i ra sao dau?”
L& Canh Nam dap: “Pam ngudi vira n6 sing véi ching ta ldc nay dau réi?”

Nhac Dwong dap: “Bon ching chay sang hang dong thi hai lién khong thiy dau nira.”
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L& CAnh Nam noéi: “Di, theo chan chiing. Pong doi mit mang ma vin dam tién vao bén
trong, nhat dinh la ching da phat hién ra diéu gi d6.”

Trong hang dong tam tdi, vong qua hai 18i ngoit, thong dao phia trué¢c bong tré nén rong
rai han, ludng sang dén pha khong ngd cling khong chiéu dwoc hét. Nhac Dwong mirng ré&
thot 1én: “Chung ta thoat ra roi!” Nhitng chd anh sang chiéu t&i da khong con thiy dam than
ré chang chit 4y nira. Ngoanh d4u nhin lai, chi thdy birc twong c6 18i clra thong ho vira chay
ra dwoc vé thanh mot birc twong ban than Pai Uy Pirc Kim Cwong khdng 16, ctra ra chinh 1a
cai miéng dang ha 16n cua cai dau & gitra trong chin dau cia ngai, bén trong da bi dam day
leo nhung nhuc kia bit kin.

DPay 1a mot hanh lang dai hinh chit nhit, cling giong nhw chinh dién & bén ngoai, chat day
xwong ngudi chét, hai bén twong nhudém mau dé sAm dién hinh cta kién tric Tay Tang, vé
chi chit bich hoa, tinh trang khong dwoc t&t 1dm, c6 nhiéu chd bi tréc 13 ta, con cd nhirng vét
mau kho rai rac niva. Mé twdng phia Bac vé mot nhom tranh quin thé kién tric theo kiéu
quyén dai, nhitng kién tric ky diéu 16n nhé khong déu, s6 ting khac nhau trung trung diép
diép nam san sat bén nhau trong tranh vé&, phia Nam thi hau hét déu 1a cac hinh vé biéu thi
cat twong may man.

Nhac Dwong néi: “Pay la ban d6 két ciu kién trdc nay!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan voi 1y may tinh xach tay ra, Lir Canh Nam bdo Ba Tang va Truong
Lap phu trach canh gi&i, con Nhac Dwong va Pwong Man phu trach chiéu sang, ngén tay co
lan trén birc tranh tim kiém vi tri hién tai ctia ho. “Pay twong Phit khong 16 mwoi tAm canh
tay nAng Dao Huyén Khong tw, day 1a dau Phat, ching ta tién vao tir chd nay, day l1a dai dién
sau canh ctra khong 16, day la thong dao trong hang dong, day la... diy la trai tim cda twgng
Phat khéng 16 nay, co quan dwoc khéi ddong & day, chiing ta van dang & trén than pho tuwong
vi dai nay, gior da ra khéi chd sau gay. Khong sai dau, gitra sau gay twong Phat va vach da cé
mot hanh lang dai ndi lién, day chinh 1a chd ching ta dang ding, cai gi day nhi?” Lir Canh
Nam nhin hinh vé v0 s6 bat dia xép chong chit 1én nhau trong birc bich hoa ro6i bé qua luén,
thdy phia sau 1a tdm canh sen, bén trong c6 Phat twong ngw, c6 1ap tirc khang dinh: “Noi
ching ta can dén & chd nay! Thit ching ta mudn tim lAn ndy chic chin 1a & day. Gido sw
Phwong Téan, da ghi lai hét chwa? Ching ta di thoi.”

Ca bon theo hanh lang dai tién lén, gido sw Phwong Tan m& may tinh tim dwong. Pi hét
hanh lang, bon ho xudng dwdi & doan ngoat thir hai, tién vao mot gian dai dién c6 muoi tam
ciy tru da rat 1én chong do, bén trong c6 vé twong doi sach sé, ddm xwong cot bén dwdi 10
ra duwong theo hai hwédng doc ngang, nhwng hién twong nay lai khién ho canh giac, dic biét
12 mat san gian dai dién nay lai dung két cdu gach 1at, loai két ciu dé dang b6 tri co quan
nhit.

Lit CAnh Nam ngwdéc nhin 1én trén, dén pha khong chiéu dwoc dén tran, chi thidy mot viing
t6i den mu mit, mang dén cho ngwoi ta cAm giac than bi ma cing thang la thudng.

Co cat tiéng hoi: “Gior ching ta dang & dau vay?” Gido sw Phwong Tan gio may tinh 1én chi
cho c6 xem. Nhin ki€u dang két cdu trong ban d6 kién tric, Lir Cinh Nam néi: “Pay la Thap
twdng tw taiw dién!” Theo nhirng gi hién thi trén ban d6 kién tric, qua Thip twdng tw tai
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dién 1a dén quan thé kién tric ky quai két cdu dang bat dia xé€p chéng 1én nhau, con Man ba
La tdm canh thi & phia bén kia cia kién truc ay.

bung ldc nay, Nhac Dwong chot 1én tiéng: “Gido quan, c6 ké dich.”

L&t Canh Nam chau may, Nhac Dwong lai noi: “Luc ndy chung khong tim dwgc duong
trong hanh lang, gi¢ thi bt kip ching ta roi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan héi: “Cé bao nhiéu nguoi?”

Nhac Dwong ap tai vao vach twong dap: “Khong rod nira, nghe tiéng buwdc chan thi khong it
dau.”

L& Canh Nam ndi: “Ching ta khong thé khang dinh dwéi 16p gach 14t nay c6 co quan gi
khong, con dwong gitra ddm xwong c6t chit chong kia rit c6 kha nang 1a do thir gi d6 rat1én
quét dat ra, di sat vao twong!”

Trén twong toan la bich hoa, sau lwng ho 1a nhirng hinh vé twong Phit xép thanh hang 16i
hét sirc chinh té ngay ngin, trén dwdi déu cé ba hang twong Phat nhd, & gitra 12 Dai Phat
Ton, gitta cac hinh Pai Phat Ton lai c6 hinh vé twong Phat nhd, gy cho nguwdi ta cam giac
day dic ca gi6 cling khé lot qua. Ngoat qua géc gian dai dién di tiép vé phia trwéc, trong bich
hoa trén birc twong phia trai ho xuit hién vo s6 Ky si cuwdi ngwa tip trin, vé s6 binh si mac
giap try, tay cAm thuln bai va binh khi x&p thanh cac loai trin thé. Nhin nhitng birc bich hoa
nay, gido sw Phwong Tan chi hin minh khéng thé thu hét tit cd vao may tinh xach tay dem
vé tlr tir nghién ciru, nhwng 6ng ciing biét, gio bon ho khong du thoi gian va ca tinh luc dé
lam nhitng viéc nay, ké dich da & sat phia sau r6i. Nhac Dwong 14dm baAm mét minh: “Sao toi
clr c6 cAm giac ba 16 nang ning thé nhi?”

Khi ho sang dén dién truéc, vach twong 1a mot khung vudng c6 dwdng van ky quai ngoan
ngoeo, nhitng doan Phan van bén trong khung vuéng y ghép lai thanh cac hinh vé quai di.
Lit Canh Nam biét day chinh la d6 4an Thép twéng tw tai. Nhwng c6 con chwa kip nghi suy gi
nhiéu, dd nghe Nhac Dwong thap giong ndi: “Con dwong nay cling da dwoc ‘don dep’ qua
roi.”

“Al” mot tiéng kéu tham thiét tir phia sau vang t&i, Lit CAnh Nam diém tinh néi: “Bon
ching gidm phai co quan roi!"
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Co quan don gian
Nhac Dwong néi: “Tiéng kéu tham thiét 4y vong theo dwdong parabol, hinh nhw c6 ké nao
bi hat vang 1én thi phai, dé c6 thé 1a co quan nhw thé nao nhi?”

Trwong Lap chot ngdng mat 1én nhin vung t6i den trén dau noi: “Trén cao!”

L&t Canh Nam vdi quat: “Nam xudng!” C6 nam pht phuc xudng dit, dot nhién s¢ thiy
nhitng vét xwdc rat manh trén san, lai cuéng quyt néi: “Nhanh 1én, mau ap sat vao tru da!
Khong dwoc dé€ 16 minh trén con dwong nay!” K& dé c6 lan may vong lién sang bén canh, ap
nguoi canh tru d4, nhwng o ciing tirc khic cdm nhan dwoc lin 16n nhw vay kha tén stre luc,
cam giac ciia Nhac Dwong khong hé sai chit nao.

Gido sw Phwong Tan deo may tinh sau lwng, von da khong tién ldn 16n nhuw thé, lic nay lai
cang c6 cam giadc nhw cé nguwoi ra strc kéo minh lai, nghe tiéng dong tir xa lai gan ma khéng
kip né tranh. Pung luc then chdt ngan cin treo soi tdc dy, DPwong Man khong hiéu 14y dau ra
strc manh ghé gé'm, bong kéo giat gido sw Phuwong TAn mot cai, mot vat to twdng den ngdm
trwot sat qua bén canh than thé 6ng!

Gido sw Phwong Tan nhin thay rat ré rang, d6 la mot khéi ciu den dwong kinh khoang
chirng hai mét, lém chédm toan gai nhon hoat, gdn véi mot soi xich sat 1on, “vu v vi” dung
dua tlr bén nay sang bén kia gian dai dién. Trong khoanh khic, ca gian dai dién dau dau
cling thiy nhitng khdi ciu khong 16 gan diy gai nhon mau den dung dwa qua lai, phat ra 4m
thanh chdi tai.

Trwong Lap thdt 1én: “Con lac chuy!” Anh chang biét rd, con lac chuy 1a mdt loai co quan
don gian ma ¢6 nhan thwong hay str dung nhit, dung day thirng hoic xich sat gin véi khoi
da hoac vat thé bang st 16m, ¢ dinh & chd cao. Chi cin c6 ngudi cham phai co quan, ching
sé dung dwa qua lai trén tuyén dwong c6 dinh, sitcc manh nhw ngan can sip xudng, vi loai co
quan nay lgi dung gia toc trong trwong 9,8 m/s2, ngwdi binh thwong khé ma kip phan &ng
khi bi d4p trung, chang nhirng thé trong lwong khong 16 kia cling ¢ thé ddm bao rang ti 1&
sOng sét clia ngudi bi dip chic chan vo cung thdp, huéng ho chuy sit & day lai con gan ca
mii gai nhon nira.

Trwong Lap an ui moi nguoi: “Khong sao dau, tuy rang con lic chuy nay uy luc rat 16m,
nhung nhwoc diém cua né ciing rat roé rang, mot thoi gian sau, ca toc do lan bién do dao
dong déu sé thu nho lai. Chang may chdc ching sé tw dirng lai hét c3, luc 4y thi an toan roi.”

bung luc 4y Nhac Duwong phat hién ra manh sit c¢é ky hiéu anh cho vao tdi khi ndy da tw
roi ra ngoai, chAm cham nhich dong trén mat dit. Nhac Dwong ngac nhién tré mat ra nhin,
chi thdy manh sat cang dich chuyén lai cang nhanh, dot nhién “vi” mot tiéng, twa nhw bi thir
gi d6 hut di, ngay sau d6 1a qua cau den ngdm du qua, manh sit da bién mat tim maét tich.

“Sat nam cham! Khdn that, chang trach tdi lai thdy ba 16 ning hon han! Gitra con dwong
nay c6 nam chdm!” Nhac Dwong swc hi€u ra thot 1én, trong ba 16 ctia ho c6 rat nhiéu vii khi
bang sat thép, bi nam chAm hut vao, khong ning mai 1a la.
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“Nam chAm? Bon ho dung st nam cham lam gi cht?” gido sw Phwong Tan thic mic.

Trwong Lap da hiéu ra, khé nhoc noéi: “Téi hiéu roi, khong phai sit nam chim, ma 1a da
nam chdm. Dwéi san nha la dd nam chim, kh6i cdu dung dwa kia cling la @4 nam cham,
ching cung cwc véi nhau, moi khi khéi cAu nam chdm gin gai nhon kia lwét qua mat dat,
san nha sé cung cip lwc diy né 1én dén do cao cla lan roi xuéng dau tién, cr thé né sé
khéng bao gior dirng lai.”

Nhac Dwong phan bac: “Khong thé nao thé dwoc, nang lwong nhit dinh sé bi tiéu hao.
Né&u noi nhu anh, ching phai da thanh dong co vinh ctru roi a?”

Trwong Lap lac dau: “Khéng, cau khong hiéu roi, sau khi nghe dai s A La nhic dén loai
co quan nay, toi da danh riéng thoi gian dé di tim dap 4n. Trén tran gian dai dién nay chic la
con c6 hai khdi d4 nam chdm nira trai ddu véi con lac chly, mdi khi con lic chuy 1én dén
diém cao nhat, chdng sé sinh ra lwc hat qua chuy lai, gébp thém mét phan gidp né tré vé vi
tri ban diu, nhirng con lac nay ban diu cling chinh 1a bi ching hut vao ma cd dinh trén
khong trung. Gitra con lac va khdi da nam cham lai c6 mot phién da day hodc thi gi do6 co
thé 1am giam strc hit cia nam chAm v&i con lac, thir nay lai do mot co quan khac diéu khién,
va tAn sudt mé& ra dong vao clia phién da va tin suit dao dong clia con lic chuy 1a nhw
nhau.”

“Thé ho dung lwc gi dé diéu khién nhirng phién da d6?” gido sw Phwong Tan hoi.

Trwong Lap dap: “Thuy lwc, hodc 1a lwc gi @6 khac...” Anh d6t nhién hd héc miéng kéu lén:
“Dam... ddm diy leo ay! Pam diy leo nhu déng nhung nhic iy, ching liy déng nang tir
nuwdc, vay thi co thé coi nhw mét loai ndng lwong sinh vt di! Ciing c¢6 nghia 13, c6 nhan da
chuyén hoéa ning lwong nwéc thanh ning lwgng sinh vat, dung ning lwgng sinh vat dé
khong ché nang lwong co gidi, ma nang lwgng co gidi lai khong ché lwc tlv, ddy méi chinh 1a
loai co quan cam bay mau muwc dién hinh! Téi con nhé dai sw A La tirng noéi, s& di kim chi
nam dwoec liét vao T dai phat minh, khong chi vi né c6 thé chi ra phwong hwéng, ma quan
trong hon 13, né noi 1én sy phat hién va stt dung cta c6 nhan véi mot loai lwe. Ngay nay sat
nam chim nhén tao c6 thé gitr dwgc mot tram nghin ndm khong mat di tir tinh, con d4 nam
chdm tw nhién thi cling gitr dworc tir tinh khodng may nghin nam, cac loai lwc dy twong tac
14n nhau thi chinh 12 mét nguén ning lwong khong bao gi¢r can chit con gi nita!” Trwong Lap
da hoi c6 chut kich dong, chi mot co quan kiéu con lic chuy don gian nhw thé, dén noi nay
khong ngo lai bién thanh sy rng dung va kha ning van dung thanh thao bén loai lwc khac
nhau, day ddng la tri tué ma c6 nhan nghin nam trwéc sé hiru sao? Rot cudc dam nguoi cod
dai nay con cé thé dem lai cho ho bat ngo gi nira day?

L&t CAnh Nam ndi: “Gi¢ thao luan nhitng chuyén nay ciing chang ich gi, c6 nghi dwoc cach
nao roi khoi day khong ha?”

Trwong Lap lac dau noi: “V6 dung thdi, gido quan, c¢6 nhin nhitng con ldc chily ndy ma
xem, quy dao ctia chiing déu da dwoc thiét ké chuin xac, & gitra tuyét d6i khéng c6 khe hé
nao cho nguwoi lach qua dwoc, hon nira trong béng ti mit mung ndy, dén ca con lac chuy &
dau co6 cing khong thiy nitra. Téc do chay clia ngudi c6 nhanh dén may, cling khong thé
vuot dwoc gia toc trong treong 9,8 m/s2 cia trai dat, gian dai dién nay lai cling khéa cao, khi
con lac chuy du xudéng duéi, téc dd ctia nd e rang da dén hon trdm mét mot gidy roi.”
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L& CAnh Nam noi: “Chang I& chung ta bi vy khon & day a?”

Trwong Lip danh noi véi giong day cam chiu: “Chi e 1a phai thé thit, ¢ diéu, ké dich cia
ching ta ciing bi giam ham & day roi.”

L& Canh Nam lac d4u: “Ching ta cAn phai ra khéi day!”
Ltc nay, Puwong Man chot 1én tiéng: “Tdi c6 cach diy.”
“Cch gi?”

Puwong Man néi: “Co quan nay khong thé ctr dung dwa thé mai dwoc, néu néi day ciing 1a
mot cach dé€ ¢6 nhan tu luyén, vy thi sau khi virot qua nhitng con lac chily nay, chic chdn 1a
c6 cach dé dong né lai. Véi vi tri hién nay cta ching ta, con lac khong thé dung dwa téi
duorc, gitta mit san va con lac chily van con mot khe hep nhat dinh, chi can than hinh du
nho bé...”

“Khong dwoec, toi khong thé dé c6 mao hiém thé dwgc!” Lir CaAnh Nam khong dgi Puong
Man noi hét 1&i da biét c6 mudn lam gi roi.

“Phai ddy, c6 Man Man a,” Trwong Lap cling 1én tiéng, “mac du gitra con lac chuly va mit
d4t c6 khe hé, nhung bén trén né con gin rat nhiéu gai nhon ddy nhé, ma trén gai 4y ai biét
dwoc 1a c6 doc hay khong? Co phai biét & day véi Canh clra Sinh ménh 1a cing mot méi ma
ra, nhitng nguwoi da ché tao ra cac co quan nay dong thoi cling rat ranh s dung c6 doc, néu
chiing ta suy doan theo chiéu hwéng xau nhat, bi xwéc mot cai, chi e hdu qua kh6 ma twdng
twong néi. Hon nira, c6 cin ban khong hé biét cAch déng co quan lai, ngd nhé... ngd nh& co
gap phai chuyén gi, Cwong Ba thiéu gia hoi dén, c6 bao ching t6i phai lam thé nao day?”

Vira nhic dén Trac Moc Cwong Ba, anh mat Pwong Man nguoc lai con quyét liét hon, cd
kién dinh néi: “Nhwng chdng ta can phai ra khoi diy, ma toi lai 1a ngwoi cé thian hinh nho
nhét, néu ca téi ciing khong thé di qua dwoc, vy thi moi nguoi lai cang khong thé dwoc roi,
chang phai thé hay sao?”

“Nhung ma...”

“Khong nhung nhi gi ca! Chung ta r&i khéi day sém chit nao, néi khong chirng lai dwoc
gdp anh Cwong Ba sém chut dy.” C6 dang nhoén miéng mim cwoi, nhuwng lai khién nguoi ta
nhin ma rau niu rudt.

M4y phut sau, Puong Man di thio bé tit ca cc trang thiét bi khong can thiét, 4p sat
ngudi vao mép tru da, ndm rap xudng bo 1én phia trwdc. Mdi lan con lic chuy lwét qua
nguoi o, ai ndy déu nom nép lo sg, todt mé hoéi lanh thay, phai dén ldc né vang qua roi,
Puwong Man binh yén vd s¢, moi ngwdi méi thé phao nhe nhém.

Anh dén pha cia Pwong Man khuat dan phia trwéc, Lit Canh Nam lién s3p xép lai chién
thuat chién lwoc: “Nghe diy, mot khi con lac chily ngung lai, chung ta phai roi khoi gian dai
dién nay véi téc do nhanh nhit c6 thé, tim Man Man trwdc tién. Ba Tang, Nhac Duong, hai
nguwoi phu trach chan danh ké dich, téi va Trwong Lap yém ho hai canh, gido sw Phwong Tan
dan duwong cho cd nhém.”
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Nhac Dwong chot hoi: “Vay con ba 16 cia MAn Man thi ai cAm?” Vac m4y chuc can d6 kim
loai chay trén san d4 nam chim, trong lwgng it ting 1én mot phan dang ké.

Li&r Canh Nam noi: “Héi hay 13m, ciu phu trach ludn di.”
Nhac Dwong cirng mom cirng lwdi, hoi lau cling khong thét 1én dwoc 1o nao.

Chdc 14t sau, tiéng “vii vii” ctia con lac chuy trén khong trung da ngirng lai, Lir CAnh Nam
v0i néi: “Hanh dong! bi, di...”

Nhac Duwong deo ba 16 trén lung, tay xach theo ba 16 ctia Puwong Man, khong thé khong
van hét strc vao chan, dot nhién thiy canh tay nhe bang, chi thiy Ba Tang da giat cai ba 16
clia Pwong Man khoac luén 1én vai, grong mat lanh ling v6 cam ti€p tuc buéc di. Nhac
Dwong li nhi néi: “Cam on.”

“Nhac Dwong, nhin céi gi diy? CAu tut lai roi!” Lir CAnh Nam gian dir git.

Nhac Dwong dang dinh dudi theo moi ngwdi, nhwng mot bong nguoi lwdt qua tir trong
béng t6i lai khién anh ng4n do ra, cai bong lung 4y, khién anh khéng dam tin vao mit minh
nita. “Nhac Dwong!” Giong L&t CAnh Nam tuy thip, nhung ngit diéu da hét sirc nghiém khic.
Trwong Lap choc choc vao ngwoi Nhac Dwong, goi: “Nhac Dwong, ngan to te ra diy lam gi?”
Nhwng y thirc cia Nhac Dwong da chim ngp vao hon loan, cin phong nhuém diy mau tanh,
nhitrng thi thé nat bdy be bét, tirng canh twong hién 1én rd mdn mot trwedc mat, anh gim 1én
nhu muén bung né: “Tran Van Kiét!”

Ba Tang d6t nhién thui manh cho Nhac Dwong mét qua, con dau khién anh gidt minh tinh
khdi 4o giac, chi nghe Trwong Lap dang kinh hodng thét 1én: “C4u lam cai gi vay? Sé dan bon
dich t&i day mat!”

Qua nhién, tiéng hét ctia Nhac Dwong da dwgc déi lai bang mot loat tiéng sing trong bong
t6i, dan ban vao tru d4, hoa lra tung tée. Nhac Dwong voi phuc nguwoi thip xudng, ludén
miéng xin 10i rdi rit: “Xin 161, cho téi xin 16i.”

L&t Canh Nam néi: “Doi lat nita sé no6i chuyén véi cau! Ai?”

Gi4do sw Phwong Tan voi 1én tiéng: “Man Man ddy. Man Man, chau phat hién ra co quan &
dau vay?”

Trwong Lap néi: “May ma c6 cd day, cd6 Man Man a.”
Lir Canh Nam ciing héi: “C6 bi thwong khong?”

Puwong Man néi: “Chau khoéng sao, ci, cai co quan dy khong phai chau déng lai dau. Chau
dang & gitra chirng thi nhitng con lac chuy dé da dot nhién ngung lai, nén chau quay lai
luon.”

L& Canh Nam noi: “C6 ké dich, phai cin than, dirng dé ching bao vay.”

“Keng”, lai mot vién dan nita swot qua tru da, Ba Tang lién giwong sung phan kich, hai
bén bit dau roi vao hon chién.

https://thuviensach.vn



Luc nay, ba nguoi bon Trac Méc Cwong Ba dang di trong thong dao hinh 6ng chia thanh
tirng khuc tirng khidc mét. Poan théng dao nay hét nhw bén trong xau keo tdo ngao duwong
vdy, ct hai ba bu¢c lai phdi qua mot cai go, nhirng cai g nay chang phai thit gi khac, ma
chinh la do nhitng s¢i nhé manh nhw rau ngoé iy két lai ma thanh. Trac Méc Cwong Ba 1dm
bam noi: “Sao & day lai 1am cai gidng nay thé nhi, cling chang biét 1a ¢ ciy quai gi, dot
khong chay ma git cling chang dut.”

Bon ho ciing cdAm nhin dwoc rung dong nhe nhe, cling biét tinh hinh c6 diéu bat 6n, va
dang ddc hét toc lwc chay vé phia trwdc. Budc chin cia Pa Cat nhd, mdi IAn budc qua gor
déu khé khin hon nguoi thwong, cir chay mii chay mai, bong nghe “bich” mot tiéng nga lin
ra dit. Trac Méc Cuong Ba quay lai d& anh ta 1én hoéi: “Khdng sao cht? C6 can nghi mét lat
khoéng?”

Da Cat lac dau: “Khong sao a, la that ddy, mat dit ndy sao mém thé nhi.”

Nghe Da Cat nhic thé, Trac Moc Cwong Ba mdi nghi lai, hinh nhw nén dit dwdi chan cang
ldc cang mém hon, gidm 1én nhe biang bang khong hé c6 cdm giac chiu luc, gidng nhu gidm
vao cai sam xe cao su bom dwoc mot nira viy. Ga khong nghi ngoi nhiéu thém nira, véi kéo
Pa Cat tiép tuc tién vé phia truéc. Chi mot lic sau do, lat ma A La ciing phat hién ra diéu gi
bat 0n, quay dau lai ndi: “Hai ngwdi cé phat hién gi khong, mat didt mém nhiin ra réi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Pa Cat dong thanh: “Dung vay, toi cling cdm thay thé.”

Lat ma A La xua tay bao: “Dirng lai, hinh nhw khéng 6n.” Lat ma A La ditng ling mdy giay,
kinh ngac nhin bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba, doan hoi: “Hai ngwdi c6 cdm thay gi khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Pa Cat cling hét sirc ngac nhién, méi roi chay nhanh qua nén ca hai
cung khong dé y, gio dirng yén mot chd lién cdm gidc dwoc ngay 1a mit dit twa nhw mat
bién, con 1én tirng 16p tirng 1ép nhw séng, méi chi c6 may gidy ngdn nglii ma nhw da c6 miy
con séng di qua dwdi chan Trac Méc Cuwong Ba, thin thé ga cling theo d6 ma nhoi 1én nhoi
xuong.

Lat ma A La ngdi x6m, dua tay s¢ thir ddm “ré cay” dwdi chan: “Cai thi giéng nhw ré cé
nay phinh to ra roi, khong ngo lai con mém nhiin nira! Sao lai nhw vy nhi?”

Da Cat giat mot doan ré 1én, 14y 1am la ndi: “Pung 1a to ra rdi nay! Moi ngwoi xem, chiing
dang ctr dong, ding that ma, dang dong diy day nay. Quai la that day, day la cai gi nhi?”

Lat ma A La nhu swc hiéu ra, lién nhén mét soi “ré” manh, nhé nwéc bot vao ddy, soi ré
moéng manh von chi nhw soi téc trong nhdy mit da to bang cai bic dén, dong thoi bat dau
tré nén mém mai, khe khé vin minh dong cwa. Lat ma A La ndm hai dau soi bac dén iy,
dung strc kéo manh, s¢i bic dai chwa ddy nam centimet bi kéo ra thanh gan sau muwoi
centimet, ltic lat ma A La budng tay ra, soi bac lién dan hoi tré lai nhw soi day thun. Sic mit
lat ma A La 1ap ttrc bién d6i, tram giong néi: “Qua nhién 13 vay!”

Da Cat thiy sw viéc la lung 4y, cling bat chwéc nhon mot s¢i manh 1én, ra strc nhd nwéc
bot vao, soi “ré” méng manh 4y lap tirc hit nwéc phinh ra, khong ngd lai quan ludn vao
ngdn tay Pa Cat. Da Cat giang giat hai ba lAn ma khong giat dit dwoc, ngdn tay lai con bi
quan dén ndi ddi cad mau. Pa Cat gio ngdn tay 1én ndi: “Quan chat that day!”
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Trac Moc Cwdng Ba thic mac: “Pai sw, chuyén 1a nhu thé nao vay?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Cai thit ndy giéng nhw 13 mi dn lién vay, gip nwéc lien phinh ra, hon nita
con c6 kha nang dan hoi, toi cling vira méi nghi ra thoi, ¢ 1€ ching chinh la nguyén liéu dé
ché tao huyét tri do6.”

“Ha!” Trac Mdc Cwong Ba kinh ngac thét 1én mot tiéng, canh clra da 4y méi chi c6 mot
chit s¢i thdéi ma lwc kéo manh dén thé roi, vy ma trong hang déng nay, thong dao nao ciing
day ray thit soi ky la nay. Dong thoi, gd cling nhé ra nhirng s¢i tirng bi ngdm trong nwéc &
Canh ctra Sinh ménh, chiing phinh to ra phai dén may lan, hon nita con nhu déng nhw co
thit vat thé séng, g mit bién sic thdt 1én: “Dai sw, néu tit ca nhitng soi nay déu bi ngdm
nwdc, vay chang phai sé bit kin ca thong dao vao hay sao?”

Lat ma A La tai mit gat gat dau, lai dwa mat nhin ngén tay bi quan chit dén bién mau cda
Pa Cat ma noi: “Chi e khéng chi nhw thé, cai thir nay c6 chit giéng véi loai diy leo vo y thikc,
gadp phai cai gi thi quan chit 14y cai iy, c6 1€ khong cin doi dén khi théng dao bi bit kin thi
sinh vat bén trong da bi chung thit chét réi. C6 1é ai d6 da khdi dong co quan tong & day, gio
thi cac diing si phai tié€p nhin khdo nghiém thwc sw réi. i nhanh 1én, nhan lic ching con
chwa hut diy nwéc, di cho nhanh!"
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N ? A ~ ~
Luyén nguc cua bac diing si (1)

Lac nay budc di da khong con nhuw lic ndy, nhirng chuyén dong nhu tirng dot séng dén
dap kia cang lic cang ro rét hon, hét nhoéi phia trwéc lai diy ra sau, khién nguoi ta dirng
trong thong dao ma nhw dirng trén ném nwdc, dén giir cho than thé thing bang da 1a van deé
roi, ba ngwdi chay ma chang khic nao vira 1an vira bo theo ding nghia den cta hai tir 4y. Vai
soi “ré” & thip bén dudi da hut di nwdce, bat dau lic nhic vuon xic tu vé phia nhirng sinh
vat dang dap 1én than chdng, nhin nhw cé vd s6 con giun dang chuan bi phat dong tan cong,
khién ba nguw¢i déu kinh hon hodng via.

Phia trwérc da xudt hién 16i ra, ba ngwoi déu biét, ddy la mot gian thach thit, ma bén trong
thach that thi khong c6 dam day nhg nay. Ca ba hoan hi chay vao bén trong, chi la khong
ngo lan nay vira méi dat chin vao, phia sau da roi sdm xuéng mot canh cira, trong thach
that vang 1én nhitng tiéng “lach cach”, khong hiéu con 4n tang thit gi nita. Lat ma A La giat
minh thét 1én: “Hong bét ro6i, nhitng noi chung ta di qua vira ndy déu vao lic cac co quan
chwa dugc khéi dong, gior tit ca co quan bay rap déu da di vao hoat ddng, moi gian thach
that déu 1a mot khdo nghiém danh cho chung ta dé!”

ba Cat héi: “Gio phai lam sao day?”
Trac Mdc Cwong Ba nghién ring: “C di buwdc nao hay buéc dy thoi.”

Thach thit d3 dong kin cira, hoan toan khong chiu &nh huéng cia ddm ré nhung nhic bén
ngoai, tinh lang dén do ca tiéng gid théi cling nghe thidy dwoc, nhirng phién da 1at trén san
nha, cung b6én phia vach twong khéng cé 1dy mot khe hé nho, nhwng tat ca khung canh lai
mang dén cho Trac Mdc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La mot cAm giac thap thém bat an.

B&i vi, khong nhin thdy co quan.

BAt ky co quan nao, chi can c6 thé phat hién ra, thi at c6 thé it nhiéu hiéu dwoc cong dung
cda no, roi thong qua phwong phap suy doan cach nghi cia nguoi thiét ké co quan, ma
tranh dwoc don tri mang cua noé trwedc mot buwée. Nhwng gian thach that nay da bi dong cira,
xung quanh kin mit khéng cé bat cir 16 héng hay khe h& nao, can ban khéng thé biét co quan
by rap sé phat dong & phia nao hudéng nao, diy la co quan kiéu gi loai gi ciing hoan toan
khong hay biét. Ba ngwoi chi biét dirng thin ngwoi ra & ctra, nhat thoi hoan toan bat dong.

Pa Cat nghi hodc dwa mit nhin lat ma A La va Trac Moc Cudng Ba, 1én tiéng thic mic:
“Hai ngwdi bi lam sao thé? Tai sao khong di nira?”

Lat ma A La dap: “C6 co quan diy, ché vong dong.”

Da Cat v vo 1én cai vai da bo chit mot 1¢p day su su cia minh, thodi mai noi: “Toi thay
can phong nay dén cad mot cai 16 nhé con ching c6, 1am sao ma c6 co quan dwoc?”

Lat ma A La no6i: “Con nhé tinh canh cda téi & Thu Kiém dia nguc khéng? C6 nhan da hoc
cach nguy trang co quan phia sau twong da roi, hon nira, nhitng phién da lat san nay ciing
c6 kha nang thut xuéng, néu chwa lam ré tinh hinh da di btra...”
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“Nhwng ma, ct bé tic & ddy mii cling khong phai cach diu, ngd nh& ddm diy may co thé
phinh to ra ngoai kia bit kin hét ca dwong di 16i lai thi tinh sao biy gio?” Pa Cat dot nhién
ndi con wong nganh, “Néu c6 co quan, thi ctr dé toéi dung thin thé nady mé dwong cho Thanh
st di tiép.” N6i doan lién sai chan bwdc luén hai budc dai, méi c6 hai budc ma thoi.

Chi nghe “binh” mét tiéng no 1én, ba ngudi nhw ¢ sdm dong bén tai. Pa Cat twa h6 bi mot
chiéc xe tai lao thang vao, cd ngwdi bdc Ién cao, roi bich xudng dat 1an lién hai vong, réi nam
yén bat dong. Trac Moc Cwong Ba kéu 1on: “Pa Cat!” nhwng anh ta khéng c6 phan &ng gi. Lat
ma A La néi: “Dlrng hoang hét, chi bi ngat di thoi, Cwong Ba thiéu gia, vira ndy ciu c6 nhin
ro la thir gi tin cong Pa Cat khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba hoang mang lac dau, g chi nghe thdy mot tiéng nd 1én, twa nhw cé
th gi ddy no tung ra, k€ d6 lién thiy Pa Cat bi hit vang 1én khong trung, lan tron dwdi dat.
Nhung rot cudc Pa Cat bi thi gi dap vao thi qua thuc la gd khong nhin thiy, hon nira thir dé
dap trung Pa Cat xong, lién tan bién vao hu khong, khéng hé c6 chit diu vét hay tim hoi gi
dé lai.

Lat ma A La néi: “Dwoc rdi, toi cling thir mot Ian xem sao...”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba voi can: “Pai sw, d€ tbi...”

Lat ma A La xua tay lac dau: “Cau tw lwong than thi c¢6 nhanh nhen dwoc hon t6i khong?
C ngoan ngoan dirng yén diy dirng ctr dong. Gian thach thit nay tong cong c6 nim canh
ctra, chiing ta cAn dén chd canh ctra phia Pong Nam kia, thong dao phia sau canh ctra dy
twong do6i rong, c6 du thoi gian va khong gian dé tranh khoi cai mé quan chan kia.” Néi téi
day, ong ngwng lai mot chut roéi tiép 1o, “Cuong Ba thiéu gia, lac tbéi x6ng ra, ciu phai cha y
xem hoan canh xung quanh c6 gi thay d6i, sau d6 nghi cach lao that nhanh dén truéc canh
ctra dy. T6i doan la xong ra dén noi thi cdnh ctra iy sé mé ra, co quan bén trong tit sé dong

N

lai.

Trac Mdc Cuwdong Ba nghe giong lat ma A La, cam giac dwong nhw dng ciing khong ndm
chdc mwoi muwoi vé cac co quan cam bay trong gian thach that nay, khong khoi lo lang thay
cho vi sw gia. Pai sw bwéc 1én hai bwéc, tiéng nd vang 1én, 6ng mac khong dé tim xem do la
gi, cr x6ng 1én mot budce dai, k€ dé twa nhw bi cong kich bat ngd, dot nhién nghiéng nguoi
né tranh, lai chay thém hai bwéc niva, doan nhin minh nhay 1én, dong thoi lai nghe mot
tiéng nd nita, lat ma A La & trén khong 16n nhao mét vong, bdng nhién “oe” mdt tiéng, ca
nguoi lién nhw con nhang va phai lwdi nhén, bi danh cho t& chi choi hét ca ra, roi bich
xuong dat, khoe miéng ri mau twoi, nhin tinh hinh thi thwong thé khéng hé nhe chit nao.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thin thd ngo ngin, tir dau chi cudi gd van chi y quan sat, mic du
cung luc tiéng n6 vang 1én, ga cling c6 nhin thay thir gi d6 tach doi vach twong ra, nhwng khi
né kich tring ngudi lat ma A La thi lai khong thdy gi hét nita. Lat ma A La c6 ddi mii nén,
ngoai ra con bt ca thiéu bi chiéu sang nira, cho du &m khi nho téi diu cling khé ma tranh
khoi cdp mét cia Trac Moc Cudng Ba dwoc, nhwng 1an nay gi thwe sw khong nhin thiy bat
ctr thir gi. Hon nita, ga con d€ y thiy, mdi lAn déu chi c6 mot tiéng nd vang 1én, nhwng 4m
thanh lai phat ra tir cac géc do khac nhau, cling cé nghia 13, c6 nhiéu noi cung lic phat ra
tiéng nd.
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Trac Méc Cwong Ba trong long ndn néng, vira bwéc 1én mot buéec, lién nghe “bum” mot
tiéng, thr 4y con chwa dén thi da cam thiy gi6 tap lanh bubt, gi voi vang rut chan vé, chi
th4y ché vira giAm chin dot nhién bi thir gi d6 dip tring, mit dit khé rung rung chin dong.
Ga lién phuc nguoi xudng quan sat, chi thiy trén san c6 bui cat bay 1én, tao thanh mét hinh
ellipse, & chdé doan mot phan ba hinh ellipse 4y, mit san khong ngo lai xuit hién mot vét
nit, Trac Moc Cuong Ba cd kinh thét 1én: “Rot cudc la thir gi vay!”

Lat ma A La ngo nguay néi: “Khéng khi, khéng khi nén cwong do 16m.”
Trac Moc Cudrng Ba nhic lai: “Khong khi nén cwong do 1om?”

Lat ma A La ndm dwéi dat, chi vao vach twong néi: “Khong sai, trong birc twdng nay chic
chan 12 mot khodng khong gian tréng khong 16, & mot dau ctia khong gian d6 phu day thi
‘day leo’ c6 thé phinh to ra iy, khi nwéc chay qua, day leo d6 sé nén khong khi trong khéng
gian tréng lai chi con mot phan tram thé tich ban dau, hinh thanh mot khéi khi c6 ap suét
16m. Méi vién da l1at san déu rng v4i 16 mé trén vach twdng twong ng, chi cin giam 1én, sé
c6 khong khi 4p suit lon tir cac goc dd khac nhau ban ra, bi ching ban phai cling chang khac
gi bi chily sit truc ti€p dap vao dau.” Lat ma A La ngung lai 14y hoi, roi néi tiép, “Pwdong dan
ctia nhitng khéi khi nén nay chac chin da dwoc thiét ké dic biét, hoan toan phong tda kin
tat ca khéng gian hanh dong, chi ngwoi nao than tha hét sitc phi pham thi méi veot qua
duoc thoi.”

Sac mat Trac Moc Cwong Ba tai mét di, loai phdo khi ban ra bat thinh linh nay dén ca lat
ma A La ciing khong tranh néi, lai ching thé nhin thdy, doi than thé c6 cam giac thi da tring
dan mAt roi, thé nay phai lam cach ndo méi qua dwgc day? Trac Moc Cudng Ba dwa mat
nhin Pa Cat va lat ma A La, trong long 14y 1am nghi hodc: “Tai sao ndm dwéi dat thi khong
sao? A, phai roi, dién tich tiép xtic giita than thé va mat dat tang 1én ngworc lai sé giam ap luc
nén lén da lat san, nhw vay thi sé khong dén mirc khién co quan phat dong. C6 nhan xay
dwng gian thach that nay 1a dé tu luyén thian phap nhanh nhen khinh khoai, vi viy cac diing
si thoi c6 dai sé khong nam dwdi ddt ma tredn qua lam gi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cham cham ngdi x6m xuéng, lat ma A La duwdng nhw da biét gd mudn
lam gi, voi vang ngan lai: “Gwom da Cwong Ba thiéu gia, khong dwoc dau. Than thé nam trén
san nha khong dong day thi c6 thé khién da 14t san can bang 4p lwc ma khong phat dong co
quan, nhwng néu cdu mudn bo qua, at can phai dung sttc. Vira ndy toi da thir roi, du 1a mot
chut Iwc rat nhe thoi cling c6 thé khién khong khi nén ban qua. Dén lic 4y ciu dang bo rap
ra dit, thi cang khé ma né tranh dwoc.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhé lai khi & ddy ho Nap Bac Thap tirng trong thay Lir CAnh Nam va
lat ma A La bwéc di trén bun 3y, 1ap tirc tinh ngd, cong phu 1am nhe minh ctia ¢ nhan hin
cling cao siéu di thwong nhw thé, ma diém nay thi ngudi thiét ké ra gian thach that han da
phai nghi dén tir diu roi.

Thoi gian chinh 13 sinh mang, gi¢ tong co quan cta cd pho twgng Phat khong 16 nay da
khai mé&, néu khong sém ra khoi gian thach that nay, chi so bon ho kh6 ma ra khéi dwoc
twong Phit nay luén. Hon nira, diéu khién Trac Moc Cwong Ba sot rudt nhw cé Iva dét trong
long 1a khong hiéu gido sw Phwong Tan va Man MAn da dén dau, néu bon ho ciing & bén
trong twong Phat nay...
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Lat ma A La néi: “Khong can lo ling, doi t6i khdi phuc dwoc mat chiit thé luc, roi sé xong
ra thém mot doan nira la c6 thé dung ddy méc tw kéo minh qua roi. Hong bét, chi so dén luc
ay phai mwon Thién chiu cua Cwong Ba thiéu gia dé st dung roi.”

Trac Mdc Cudng Ba khong nghe thdy cau sau, “Day méc!” Loi nhic nhé cta lat ma A La
khién hai mat g3 sang birng 1én, du sao thi bon ga va c¢6 nhan ciing khong giéng nhau, cd
nhén st dung gian thach thit nay dé rén luyén ban than, con bon gi thi chi mudn nghi cach
mau mau chdéng chéng di khoi day. Trac Méc Cwong Ba nhin 1én tran thach thit, khong
dwoc, cao qud, ngodnh sang nhin vach twong bon phia va canh ctra da sau lwng, ga da c6 cha
y khac.

Lat ma A La kinh ngac phat hién ra, Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang bam vao vach twong leo 1én,
khi dat dén d6 cao ba mwoi mét, gi lién tru virng than hinh, twa nhw dinh chdm chim xoay
nguwoi lai, dng cling khong hiéu Cwong Ba thi€u gia nay dinh lam gi nira. Chi thay Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba dot nhién dap manh hai chdn mdt cdi, tung minh nhay vt 1én, ké d6 14y thing
bang trén khong, dang rong hai canh tay, nhdm hwéng canh ctra @4 bon ho da chon sin, loi
dung 4o canh doi thuc hién ky thuit bay lwon trong khong gian hep mét cach chuin xac.
Nhung thé van chwa d0, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba bay 12 13 sat mit dat dwoc chirng hon chuc mét
thi dirng lai, vAn con cach canh cira d4 kia chirng hai mwoi mét; mic du ga da gang hét strc
thing ngudi ra, nhuwng van c6 miy tiéng “binh binh”, Trac Mdc Cwdong Ba cam thidy lung
minh nang triu xuéng, cling may la ba 16 trén lung da hdp thu hét luc cong kich cta phao
khi, nhung mét qua phao tir mé bén dét nhién ban vao cai ba 16 to twéng suyt chut niva da
khién ga nga 14t nhao.

Phdo khi chi ban c6 vai phat 1a nglrng, Trac Méc Cwong Ba ngam lai phwong hwdng canh
clra, diy méc ban vu ra, ghim vao canh ctra hét sttc chun xac, sau dé ga bat dau cho day
moc tw cudn vé, than thé lién nhw bi soi diy kéo 1é di, hoan toan ngin ngtra dwoc hé thong
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co quan tang hinh dang s¢ ay. Pén trwdéc ctra, Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ngwéce 1€n nhin, roi héi:
“Sao ctra van chwa m¢ ra nhi?”

Lat ma A La lién noéi: “Ptrng 1én, dirng 1én.” Trac Mdc Cwong Ba khong hé do dw dirng ngay
1én, cadnh ctra dy ciing rat biét nghe 1&, qua nhién da &ng tiéng ma ra, ké do6 cac clra da con
lai cling m& ra bang hét.

Lat ma A La han hoan mim cudi, 6ng ciing khéng nghi trong lic nguy cap nay Cwong Ba
thiéu gia lai co tri nhw thé. Ba nguoi déu da dén gan ctra, Da Cat cling dan dan tinh lai, Trac
Mdc Cudng Ba gitp hai ngudi dong hanh kiém tra thwong thé, c6 vé nhw van chwa dén mirc
gay xwong, nhung chic chan 1a ca hai déu bi ndi thwong khong nhe. Ga khong khoi dau long
tw nhd: “Néu ¢c6 Man Man & day thi hay qu4, thwong thé clia dai sw va Pa Cat ¢ 4y chi can
nhin qua 14 biét ngay...” Ga lai dwa mét nhin vé phia thach thit, gidt minh va cad mo hoi, thAm
nghi: “Khéng, tot hon la khéng & day thi hon.”

Lat ma A La nghiéng ngwoi dwa vao cot cira, cam khai thé dai: “May 1a ching ta da di
duoc hon nira 16 trinh roi, bang khong that khong biét c6 thé di xa thé nay dwgc hay khong

»

nua.

Mic du bi thwong kha niang, nhung lat ma A La va Pa Cat déu c6 nghi lwc sit da, van kién
tri nhanh chéng roi khoi noi dang so nay. Thong dao rong rai nay cling khong khac gi thong
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dao trwédc d6 ho vira di qua, trén vach da moc diy nhirng diy leo nhung nhic chuyén déng
tirng dot nhw séng con, c6 diéu ching to hon & thong dao vira ndy nhiéu, mac du ddm day
leo nay chi chwc quin vao chan, nhung c gitr dwoc toc dé tién 1én that nhanh thi sé khong
bi quin chat 16i lai.

“Phap suw dai nhan, sao ngai biét 1a dén bén canh cra thi cra sé tw dong mé ra?” Pa Cat
tinh lai sau con hén mé, dwoc nghe Trac Moc Cudng Ba k€ lai trdi nghiém ngan ngui ma
hung hiém d4, lién néu 1én nghi vin ctia minh.

Lat ma A La néi: “U'm, chti yé&u 1a vi da c6 kinh nghiém Ian & Canh ctra Sinh ménh. Hai
ngudi c6 phat hién gi khong, & chd ctra 4y c6 hai tAm bang kim loai, giéng hét nhuw bay bs
trong dién Dirc Gia Xoa Long Vwong & Canh ctra Sinh ménbh, cling c6 nghia 13, Thién chau ma
hai ngu¢i deo trén minh ciling c6 tac dung nhw & ddy, tirc la dé nhin dinh than phan diing si
dong thoi khéi dong co quan nira.”

Pa Cat “6” 1én mot tiéng, 1ay lam cao hirng vi Thién chiu cta minh ciling c¢6 tdc dung nhw
vay. Con Trac Mdc Cudng Ba lai hét sirc than phuc ddi mét sang nhw dudc cta lat ma A La,
trong hoan canh nhuw vay, chi li€c nhin moét cai théi ma da nhin dwgc 16i ra va ca phwong
phap ra vao.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba diu Da Cat vira di vira néi: “Pai sw, hinh nhw t6i nghe thiy tiéng nwéc
chay thi phai?”

Guong mit Lat ma A La khong 16 chit biéu cdm gi: “T6i da nghe thdy lau rdi, bén canh
thong dao nay chac 1a con c6 vo s8 16i cho nwdc chay nira, chinh 1a nhirng thiy thong dao da
lam cho céi thi giong day leo nay séng diy. Cau xem Kkia, diy leo dwéi chin va xung quanh
ching ta cang ldc cang mém roéi, nhu déng cling nhanh hon nira.”

Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba van khong hiéu, ndi: “Nhirng thong dao nay ciing that 1a c6 quai, cai
dam nha sw c6 dai, 6 khéng, nhitng gido d6 4y xay dwng hang dong thanh ki€u nhu vay dé
lam gi nhi, khdo nghiém thi cling khong can phai lam thé ch, c& nhw thé muén giét sach tat
ca cac sinh vat bén trong thong dao viy.” Ga vira n6i dén day, bong nhién mot cai xac linh
danh thué dich chuyén lwét qua bén canh véi téc do kha 1én. Cai xac 4y tim bam nhw gan
lon, ma cling c6 thé noéi 1a nat biy nat be, bit dau riva nat, 16 ra xwong trang én, lai bi vo sd
day leo quin chit chang chit. CA ddm day leo 4y twa ho nhw rit hiéu nhau, ct truyén ti soi
nay sang soi kia, nhanh chéng van chuyén thi thé di. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba nhin ma kinh hai
khiép hon, 1ap ba 1ap bap héi: “Pai sw, ngai cling nhin thiy roi, do... d6 1a chuyén gi vay?
Pam day leo nay... xac tén linh danh thué kia... cai xac ay sao lai thanh ra nhw thé? bay...”

Lat ma A La buéc chan khong ngirng, dau 6c ciing khong ngirng suy nghi, dot nhién thot
1én: “Troi dat, toi biét roi, tri tué cia cd nhan thit dung 1a vo cung vo tin.” Pong thoi 6ng
cling thAm hét 1én v&i chinh ban than minh: “Pang so that, that la dang so! Pay chinh la
thwe lwc cua to tién ching ta hay sao? Tri tué cia mot nghin nam truwéc, tir mét nghin nim
truwde da cé tri tué nhwdng nay. Oi dirc Ma Hé Th La vi dai, 6i dirc Ma Hé Thi La toan
nang...”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin giong hdi: “Pai sw, ngai biét day la chuyén gi roi phai khong?
R6t cudc la nhw thé nao vay?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Lat ma A La dwa 4nh mét phitc tap liéc nhin Trac Moc Cwdng Ba mét cai, doan néi: “Néu
téi khéng nham, thi c6 nhin da dwa theo ciu tao bén trong co thé nguoi dé thiét ké nén
phén rudt pho twong Phit khdng 16 nay.”

“Ha! Gi co a!” Trac Mdc Cwong Ba va Pa Cat cung ldc kinh ngac thang thot kéu 1én.

Lat ma A La chi tay vao vach tuwdng néi: “Nhin nhitng thong dao dang 6ng nay ma xem,
nhitng day leo nhu dong theo mdt huwdng nay nira, gidr chiing ta dang & trong rudt cua twong
Phit khong 16 d6. Vi vy nhirng day leo nay sé diy tat ca vat thé trong rudt xuoéng phia duwdi,
hoan thanh qua trinh thanh tiy n6i b. Thi thé kia c6 1€ 1a nga tlr trén cao xudng, vi va dap
manh nén xwong c6t méi bién dang nhw vay, né da di qua da day cta twong Phét, nén da
rita nat dén khong thanh nhan dang nita. Con tiéng nwéc ma ching ta nghe thiy, chic c6 thé
coi la 4m thanh huyét quan cta twgng Phat khong 16 nay phat ra cling dwoc day.”

Gian thach thit phia tru¢c moi lic mot gan hon, hai bén thong dao déu rit hep, xem
chirng c6 khi chi c6 thé lao thang qua ma thdi. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba kinh ngac néi: “Dai su,
ngai khong néi dua diy ch! C6 nhan tir nghin ndm trwdc, thiét ké phin bén trong pho
twong Phat nay gidng noi tang clia con ngudi, chuyén nay hinh nhw khong c6 kha ning 1am
thi phai.”

Lat ma A La khong hé dirng chan, tiép tuc néi: “Nghi lai mot chidt nhé, tir Iiic ching ta bit
dau di vao hang dong nay, nhirng 16i ré nhanh va dwong ham thong thanh vong tron iy, cé
1& can ban khong phai hé théng thoat nwéc gi, ma chinh 13 chd chép nhon & ddu mii chan
ddy. Con nhirng dwong ré nhanh ma chung ta phat hién sau do6 cling chiang phai duong
nhanh dwong ré chi, ma chinh la vé s6 mach mau, tic la ching ta da di tr mach mau nhoé
sang mach mau 16n. Thach that cé 1é 1a noi giao huyét hodn vi, ching n6i lién tuin hoan
bach huyét, tudn hoan mau va tudn hoan tiéu héa véi nhau, nhitng cdnh ctra khac nhau sé
dan dén nhirng hé théng tuan hoan khic nhau.”

Ba nguwoi vira vao thach that, cra da lién déng sdm lai, cd ba dirng lai bén canh clra nghi
tam trong gidy lat.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cdm than: “Troi a, diy rét cudc 1a ton gido gi thé, bon ho hiéu ciu tao
bén trong co thé ngudi dén thé hay sao?”

Lat ma A La nghiém tdc néi: “Con nhé vi st gia mang tin vat truyén téng dén tri gia & thé
gi®¢i bén ngoai, ma c6 lién quan dén Bac Ba La hay khong?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba git dau: “Vang, nguoi dé 1a gido do Ban gido cd dai phai khong?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Thuec ra, nghiém khic ma néi, ngwdi dé6 khong hoan toan 1a gido do Ban
gido c6 dai, 6ng ta thudc mot gido phai san sinh ra tir nhiéu ton gido hdn tap khac nhau, ma
gido phai than bi nay da hoan toan thu nap dwgc mot s6 tri thirc ciia Ban gido cd dai. Van 1a
van dé do, con nguwoi thoi nay hiéu biét qué it vé Ban gido c6 dai. Pay 1a mét ton gido hinh
thanh tir hon ndm nghin nam trwéc, cic chuyén gia cia ching ta da tién hanh khao sat, rat
ra dwoc két luan rang: Ban gido cd dai, c6 1& 1a ton gido dau tién trong lich st lodi ngwoi
nghién ctru gidi phau co thé ngudi mot cach ti mi, ddng thoi, né ciing 12 ton gido dau tién
nghién ctru vi sinh vat hoc, ngoai ra n6 con la tén gido dau tién nghién ctru sinh héa hoc
nita. C6 rat nhidu Hic vu thuat ctia Ban gido dé cAp dén mot lwong 16n céc tri thic vi sinh
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vat hoc va sinh hda hoc, tuyét dai da s6 cac kién thirc trong d6 dén ngay nay van con khién
phan 1én cac nha khoa hoc phai dau dau vat 6c.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba hit sAu mét hoi khong khi lanh. Da Cat thi hoan toan ching hiéu
Thanh st dai nhan va vi phap sw dai nhin nhw trwdng 1o nay dang thao luan van dé gi nira.

Lat ma A La lai ti€p l1&i: “Quy mé ctia Canh cira Sinh ménh va Pao Huyén Khong tu thé nao
ciu cling nhin thiy roi day, cé thé twong twong ra khi dé toén gido nay da phon thinh téi
nhwong nao. Mac du chung ta khéng thé twdng twong bon ho da bién mat khoi lich str nhw
thé nao, nhung chung ta khong thé phu dinh rang ho da tirng c6 mot thoi huy hoang ruc ro.
Co 1&... ho la... phai hé tén gido huy hoang nhat Tay Tang c6 xwa ciing khéng chirng d6.” Khi
noi téi cau nay, lat ma A La da hoan toan chim dim trong suy tw, khong kiém ché dwoc vé tu
hao toat 1én trong mat 6ng.

“Thanh st dai nhan, chung ta c6 thé di dwgc chwa viy?” Tiéng goi ctia Pa Cat lam Trac
M6c Cwong Ba swc tinh. Khéng thé tiép tuc day dwa tri hodn & day dwoc niva, ga gat dau noi:
“U’'m, vy thi xem xem gian thach that nay huin luyén gi da.”
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N ? A ~ ~
Luyén nguc cua bac ding si (2)

Biét dwoc co quan nay khai mé thé nao qua lat ma A La, Trac Méc Cwong Ba dic biét Iwu
tAm cht y, qua nhién, khi ga di qua hai tdm bang sit & hai bén vach d4, trong thach thit lién
co tiéng “cach cich” vang 1én, tit ca cac co quan bén trong déu nhit loat khéi dong. Lan nay
thi co quan bay ra ngay truwéc mat ho, vo s6 vién gach trén twong tw dong dich chuyén mé
ra, dé 16 nhitng hdoc sdu 1én, bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba dang tham than lai la am kich khong
nhin thay gi roi, thi ca gian thach thit bat dAu cudn 1én nhirng tran gi6 lanh budt. Gi6 théi ra
tir nhitng khe hoc 4y nhw thé mang theo v6 van miii bang, lanh léo dén d6 khién nguwoi ta
dung hét ca 16ng téc, toan than da ga gai 6c ndi ran ran. Nhung dé6 mai chi 1a bat dau, chi
trong miy gidy ngin ngui, tran gié dot nhién ting tdc, m&i dau thi chi rit 1én “u u u”, vé sau
thi am thanh nghe nhw dao thép ctra vao da mai vay, xem ra vt qua cwc han chiu dwng
cda tai nguoi. Gio thoi tat qua mat, rat nhw dao cao lwét qua.

Bui mu trén san bat dau tu lai theo hwdng gid, chang miy chdc trong thach thit da hinh
thanh mét con 16c xody ro rét, khién ba ngwoi lai thém mot 1dn niva cdAm nhin dwoc nang
lwc quy than mat tric cia ddm ngwdi thoi ¢ dai nay. Da Cat 1an trwede da ném mui dau kho,
IAn nay di tinh minh hon rat nhiéu, trwedc tién 13 thir ném ra mot cai moc tron bang thép
rong chuyén dung dé leo ndi téng trong lwong chic chin khong dwdi hai cin rudi, vdy ma
ném vao trong con gié chang khac gi to gidy mong, troi néi dap dénh gitra khong trung. Méc
thép thuén theo thé gi6 xoay mot vong, sau d6 bi cudn vao gitra trung tim con 16¢, xoay vun
vit v&i tée do cuc cao, chdang may chdc da nhw bi mot dai lwc sT ném vt di, mang theo tiéng
rit ron ngwoi vang thang vao chd bon Trac Moc Cwdng Ba dang dirng.

Ba nguwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba vdi hoang hon tranh né, chi nghe “choang” mot tiéng
danh tai, cai méc thép dap manh vao canh ctra d3, lam mé ra mét manh lén. Pa Cat xanh
may tai mat, than tho néi: “Me cia toi o1, ddy... diy rot cudc la cai gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cudong Ba 13p bap: “Hang gi6... Hang gi6 tir mot ngan nam trudc u!” Ga cling
biét, hang gi6 la dé tai nghién ctru ctia nhitng nha nghién ctru khi déng lwc hoc, déng vai tro
khong thé thi€u trong cong tac nghién ctru may bay, hoa tién. Dirng twdng day chi 1a mot cai
héc nhoé bé tAm thuwdng, gié 16¢ trong 4y théi ra, c6 mudn nhic vat ca tin 1én ciing chang
phai van deé gi.

Lat ma A La tham nht: “Khong, day khong phai hang gi6, day 1a noi ¢6 nhan tu luyén
phwong phap hé hip. Diéu hoa nhip thé ctia ban than, dé co thé thuin theo hwéng gié ma
tién 1én, gian thach thit hudn luyén nay so véi gian thach thit c6 phdo khi chi huin luyén
thin tha kia it nhat ciling phai cao hon mot bac. Bon Cwong Ba thiéu gia dén ca phwong
phap ho hip co ban con chwa ndm dwoc, xem ra chi con ta thir mot phen coi sao vay, v&i
nang lwc hién nay cua ta, rét cudc 1a c6 thé di trong con 16¢ xody nay dwgc bao nhiéu buéc
day?”

Lat ma A La quay sang bao Pa Cat: “Day la twong gio, bat cir vat thé nao ciing khong thé
gwong ép ma dot pha, ma chi cé cach thuin theo hwéng gio, diéu chinh hoi thé cia minh va
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nhip gié sao cho déng diéu thi méi c6 thé di ra khoi con 16¢ voi rong c& nhoé nay duoc. Pa
Cat, dwa Thién chau cta ciu cho t6i.”

Pa Cat ngo ngac khong hiéu dwa mit nhin lat ma A La. “That nhan Thién chau.” Lat ma A
La phai nhic lai IAn nita Pa Cat m&i 14y thanh thach ra dwa cho 6ng. Pai suw trang trong deo
vién thanh thach 1én c¢6 minh, sau d6 nang né dich chuyén vé phia twong gio.

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba va Pa Cat nhin theo lat ma A La dang khé nhoc cat buéc twa nhw
nguoi di trong con bio tuyét, than thé gin nhw nghiéng véi mat dat mot goc ba mwoi do, co
thit trén mat trén ngwoi bi gié thoi ran rat nhw to gidy mong. Nha sw gia da tién 1én dwoc ba
buéc, ddng vao lac Trac Méc Cwong Ba va Da Cat déu cho rang dng dang din quen véi nhip
dd cta twong gi6 thi dot nhién dwéi san toac ra mét cai hoc, dai sw hut chin roi xuong do,
roi lai bi mot ludng lwc khdng 16 hat béng 1én. Tinh huéng vo cling té hai, mit thiy lat ma A
La da bi con 16c voi rong cudn vao, ké dé sé bi ban vang ra khoi tAm con 18¢ hét nhw cai mdc
kim loai vira roi, v&i t6c dd ném ving nhw viy khong ai di kha ndng dén bat 14y 6ng ca. Co
didu phan (rng cta lat ma A La van con nhanh nhen, hai chan vira roi khéi mat dat lign biét
ngay tinh canh thip phin nguy cip, than thé xoay chuyén, khong cin ngdm chuin di vung
tay phong diay méc vao bén canh ctvra da. Trac Moc Cuong Ba va Pa Cat lién voi vang hop
strc kéo lat ma A La tré lai.

Guwong mat gia nua ctia lat ma A La bi gi6 théi cho bién dang, 16 mo tim tdi ca di, nhiét do
th4p bén trong tuwdng gié cling khién nguoi ta khong dé chiu dung chit nao. Vi sw gia lac
dau néi: “Khdng dwoc, khong qua dwgc, khong qua dwoc dau.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gio miii khoan thép va day thirng trong tay minh lén néi: “Vay thi
cach cua t6i nhé?”

Lat ma A La chot mim cwdi, khong ngo 6ng lai quén mat gior dang la thé ky hai mwoi mot
roi, trong khu vuc c6 gié manh, str dung cach dat day leo ndi, khong nghi ngo gi nira, chinh
la phwong phap t6t nhit. Nhirng vin déng vién leo nui khi di vao viung c6 gié manh, lién
dung day thirng bado hiém noi tit ca thanh vién trong doi lai véi nhau, ma soi day Ay lai
dwoc moc vao cac mii khoan thép ghim siu xudng dit. Bon ho chi can di qua, chi khong
phéi dén diy dé ti€p nhin khao hach, ma ban than 6ng ciing biét, néu muén tiép nhin
nhirng bai huin luyén ki€u dia nguc nay, réi 1y cirng choi cirng dé thong qua khao hach, ca
ba nguwdi bon ho déu khéng du tw cach, thdm chi cd mwoi tAm toa Thanh luyén dwong ho
cling khong qua ndi chir chang dua. Cé diéu, néu chi mudn di qua noi nay, thém nita lai con
c6 ca day mot ba 16 chira cac thiét bi hién dai, tinh hinh han phai khéac di nhiéu roi.

Lat ma A La lai thém mét lan tan thwéng co tri clia Trac Moc Cudng Ba. Cudng phong théi
xuong dit so véi trwc tiép tir hang gié théc ra thi uy lwc da yéu di kha nhiéu roi, Trac Méc
Cudng Ba ghim chit chdc chn tirng miii khoan thép xudng nén da, mic du téc do hoi chAm
mot chit, song dung phwong phap nay ba ngwdi cudi cung cling mién cuwdng bd qua duoc
cho twdng gio. Lic ra khdi canh clra 4y, ca ba déu hoi run rdy, dung 1a gié lanh thiu xwong
ma.

Thoi gian khdng con nhiéu, nhirng miii khoan thép va diy thirng da dung kia khong thé
rut mang di dwoc nira, du sao thi cling khéng chi c6 mdi mot bd trang bi nhw thé. Trong cac
thong dao bén trong hang 16n nay ho lai phai dua téc do véi dam “day leo” khong mat kia.
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Lan nay thi chwa chay dwoc miy chdc, Pa Cat da phat hién long thong dao bong tré nén
tron hon rat nhiéu, ddm day leo bam trén vach twong cling bat dau ri nwéc ra. Pa Cat noi:
“Nuwéc da thdm qua roi hay sao 4y nhi? Khéng biét c6 uéng dwgc khong niva?” Néi xong lién
dinh vuon tay giat mot doan day leo ma mit nwéc. Pa nhoc nhan sudt ca nira ngay troi,
nwéce va thirc an cia ba ngwdi déu hét sach, ngwoi nao nguwdi ndy déu kho ran nit cad miéng,
con dadm day leo nay thi vin chwa hoan toan tré nén to map vwon ra, 14y nwdc cia ching
udéng dwong nhw cling khong phai viéc gi qua dang cho 1dm, cd Trac Mdoc Cudng Ba cling
dinh 1am theo Pa Cat. Lat ma A La d&i m3t nhin mot cai ba 16 vai budm rach nat do dam day
leo dwa ddy qua chd ho, trong chang khac gi mot canh budm dia ngidm trong nwdc bién
khong biét bao nhiéu nim, chd nao cling rach rudi nat bwom nat ba, nhitng vat liéu bang
thép bén trong gi hoen gi hoét, 6ng chot giat thét minh, day la...

“Khong dwoc cham vao!” lat ma A La hét 1én mot tiéng, khién canh tay Pa Cat dirng sitng
lai gitta khong trung. Lat ma A La bép chit c6 tay Pa Cat, hit ra xa khdi birc twdong c6 dam
day leo, nghiém giong noi: “Cling khong nhin thir xem ching ta dang & chd nao, nwéc & day
c6 thé tuy tién cham bira vao dwoc hay sao ha?”

N6i doan, dng lién 14y dng tay 4o quét 1én ria ddm day leo nhay nwéc kia, nwéc nhw dau
tham vao vai bo, chdng may chdc da loang ca vat 4o lat ma A La, dé lai mot mang wét kha
16n. Ong dung tay khé vé vé vat 4o, phan vira dip nuwéc kia khong ngdr da bay bay tan bién
ra nhu tro dét gidy, trén 6ng tay 4o dé lai mot 16 thing 16mn. Trac Moc Cwong Ba vén dinh 1én
tiéng thanh minh cho Pa Cat, nhin thiy canh nay, kinh ngac dén khéng thét nén dwoc 1oi
nao nira.

Sic mat lat ma A La tram xudng: “Ching ta dang & doan md phong rudt ngudi, cé 18 1a da
tién vao vi tri cda ta trang roi, dich tiét ra trén vach twong nay toan b déu l1a cwong toanw
d4y, cAu con mudn uéng nira khdng? Chi cAn mot giot nho vao tay la du khién ca ban tay ciu
nat toét ra roi!”

Ba ngudi danh cd nhin con khat, tiép tuc tién 1én phia truéc. Pa Cat van con chwa hét
kinh ngac héi: “Phap sw dai nhan, sao ngai lai phat hién ra thé?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Day leo & day déu da hoi nga vang, ciing khong phinh to 1én, duwong
nhuw khong giéng v&i nhitng chd khac 1dm; sau d6 toi lai nhin thiy ci ba 16 vai budm kia, rd
rang do6 chinh 1a d6 cia bon linh danh thué, nhung nhin bé ngoai lai chang khac gi th(r da bi
virt bé nhiéu ndm roi, chd nao ciing thay diu vét bi an mon; hon nita vi tri cia chiing ta hién
nay chinh 1a phan rudt trong két ciu phong theo co thé ngwdi ctia co nhén, vi vy toi cho
rang dich thé tiét ra trén vach twong nay cé diéu cd quai.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi: “Nhwng ma chd nay ching phai da bé hoang phé gan nghin nam
roi hay sao? Nhirng nguwoi thoi ¢ dai 4y 1am sao gitt dwoc cwong toan trong ca nghin nam
nhw thé?”

Lat ma A La khé cudi néi: “Khong phai gitt cwong toan, bon ho chi can béi loai bét sinh ra
cwong toan 1én vach thong dao nay la dwoc roi, nhitng héa chit y gap nwéec la tw nhién sé
thanh cwong toan thoi. Sau khi co quan dong kin, ching sé lai khé thanh b6t phan, bam vao
vach twong. Vé diém nay thi khéng cin phai nghi ngd, d6i véi mot ton gido c6 dai tir may
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nghin ndm trwéc da thwe hién phin loai mot cach hé théng nganh hoéa sinh hoc, chuyén nay
c6 thé thuwc hién rat dé dang.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi biét cwoi khé, ngoai ra gé cling khdng con tim dwoc phwong thirc
nao dé thé hién tim trang cia minh ldc nay nira. Trong thong dao bon phia déu ri ra dung
dich cwong toan, tién 1én mot bwérce la cach cai chét gan thém mot budc, khong ai biét dwoc
dé6i giay dwéi chdn minh c6 thé ngdm trong cwong toan bao lau. Cling may la doan thong
dao nay khong dén ndi dai Iam, miy phut sau ho di dén cudi dudng. Pay 1a mot doan dng
hinh tron thang dng, 16i ra 1a mot ctra hang tron dwong kinh chirng ba chuc mét, cich mat
dit khoang hai ba chuc mét, dudrng 6ng khong thang chin mwoi dé xudng, ma lai van veo
uén khic, vach 6ng ciing c6 rat nhiéu nép nhan hinh tron. Nhin dong dung dich axit khong
ngirng chdy ra nhom nhép, Trac Moc Cwong Ba hoéi: “Gio phai lam sao day? Ching ta lam
sao leo 1én d6 dwoc?”

Lat ma A La thé cham cham binh 6n. L&i ra nay dich thuc 1a to dén la ky, nhung néu mudn
leo 1én ma khong cham vao bén vach twong thi gin nhw 1a khong thé thuwc hién dwoc. Cho
du gidy cda ho con cdm cw dwoc thém mot ldc nira, nhwng bén vach twong déu la ddm day
leo ngoe ngudy chi chwc quan 1y nguoi ta, dén diy da la cung dwong tuyét 16 roi.

Pa Cat dot nhién chi 1én vach twdng: “Nhin kia, trén twong cé mot cai hang, ching ta c6
thé di sang théng dao khac ciing dworc.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nheo mit nhin th, nwéc trong hang d6 nhéu ra con nhiéu hon
nhitng chd khac nhiéu, chdy xuéng thanh dong, lién lic dau néi: “L6i 4y hinh nhw 1a khong
di dwoc.”

Lat ma A La hai long gat dau: “Dung vay, 16i d6 c6 1& 1a dwong 1én tdi mat va tuyén tuy, di
vao thi chi cé con dwong chét.”

Da Cat bat dau phat cudng: “Vay phai 1am sao bay gio? Ching ta cling khong thé & day
cho chét ma.”

Lat ma A La quan sét ti mi dam day leo bi ngam trong dung dich cwdng toan, ngoai dic
diém hoi vang va khong phinh to ra qua nhiéu thi hinh nhw van dang sinh trwdng rat manh
mé, qua thuc khong thé hiéu ndi chiing 13 cai giong gi nita. Lat ma A La nghi ngoi gidy lat roi
néi: “Théng dao nay khong thang dau, chd nao cling c¢6 nhirng nép nhin, c6 thé dung day
moc leo 1én dwoc diy.”

ba Cat ban khodn: “Nhwng cai ddm nhw diy thirng kia c6 dé ching ta qua khong dy ch&?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Cau c6 nhin thay khong kia, tdc do sinh truwéng ctia dam ré cay bi ngdm
trong dung dich axit kia c6 gidm di ro rét, chit cwong toan nay co vé ciing c6 tdc dung khac
ché& nhit dinh vé&i bon ching. Vay thi ching ta ctr 13y vat khic vat di.”

Pa Cat van chwa hiéu ra, dén lic lat ma A La 1dy mdt manh vai lanh cit ra thanh hinh
miéng 16t giay, roi lai dung diy thép khong gi budc chat dwéi dé giay, anh ta méi swc hiéu
ra. Gior thi d€ giay ba ngwdi toan 1a dung dich cudng toan bam vao, qua nhién, khi giAm chan
1én dam day leo xtc tu kia, nhitng soi ré nhé da biét diéu ma khoéng quan 14y chan, kho khin
nhoc nhan mat mot luc, cudi cung ciing leo dwoc 1én dén noi. Luc di qua cira hang khi nay
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néi 1a 161 vao tui mét, lién nghe bén trong cé tiéng da lan “cuc cuc cuc cuc”, c6 troi méi biét
trong 4y lai d& huin luyén cai gi nitra. Pa Cat héi: “Phap sw dai nhin, khong phai néi bén
trong 4y 1a dwdng chét, di vao 1a chét chic? Sao bén trong lai van con da 1an qua lan lai thé?”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba dap loi: “Ngu, chwa tirng nghe dén so6i méat bao gior a?” Pa Cat nghe
ma hoang mang chang hiéu gi hét.

Cudi cung cling dirng duwoc trén bac thém, theo lat ma A La, day c6 1& 1a mon vie ctia da
day, vay thi trudc mat ho chic 1a da day roi. Nhung céi da day ho trong thiy & day khac han
voi da day ma Trac Mdc Cwong Ba di bénh vién noi soi nhin thdy. C6 thé ndi diy 1a mot
quan thé vo s6 cac gian thach thit 16n nho lién ké nhau, ngwédc mat nhin chi thiy dinh vién
sau tham, clra d4 trung trung. Trac Méc Cwong Ba 1dm bam noi: “Cai nay, cai nay ciing goi la
da day uw?”

Lat ma A La nghiém tiic néi: “Chi 1a mo6 phdng bén trong co thé ngudi thoi, ai bat budc la
nhit dinh phai y nhw dic dau, ma lam gi cé ai lam dwoc y nhw duc ch&.” Trac Moc Ceong Ba
nghi lai thiy cling phai, néu c6 thé tao ra y si nhw duc, vay thi day chang phai mot pho
twong Phat khong 16 nira, ma la mot ngwoi khong 16 hang that gia thit cao hon mét nghin
mét, tram phin tram giong nhw ngwoi that, du 1a véi khoa hoc ky thuét cha ngay nay,
chuyén iy ciing chi cé thé néi la vong twdng ma thoi.

K& d6 lat ma A La lai n6i: “Phai hét sirc can than, xem ra day 1a mot khu thach that huan
luyén lién hoan, nhin nhitng canh ctra da nay xem, khéng biét c6 bao nhiéu gian phong nho
ndi lién véi nhau nira, vegt qua mot phong huin luyén sé tirc khiac bwéc ngay vao phong
huén luyén ti€p sau nd, xem ra chung ta dang din ti€p cin dén bai huin luyén khiéu chién
cip cao nhat r6i.”

Trac Mdc Ceong Ba budc 1én mot budce, canh civa sau lwng dong lai danh “sam” mét tiéng,
ngoanh diu nhin, lién thdy nhitng canh hoa da xoan dc lai véi nhau khoa chit thong dao
hinh tron, trong nhw mot déa sen tdm canh. Pa duoc nghe lat ma A La néi vé ctra da & Canh
ctra Sinh ménh, Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét ro day chinh la bach tri, chi cAn dung nwéc 1a ¢ thé
mé& ra hodc déng lai chir khong can dung téi mau. Quan sat bach tri & cw ly gan, Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba va lat ma A La déu ngam hiéu, khé gat gat dau. Qua nhién nhitng soi trong bach
tri nay va hé thdng ré day leo chang chit khdp cac chd khac trong hang dong nay la cung
mot loai vat chit, chi c6 diéu soi & day ngan hon va phan b6 day dic hon, chang nhirng thé
hinh nhw lai con dwoc nhuém thanh mau doé nira, tréng nhw co thit ctia vat séng dang khé
nhu dong vay.

Pa Cat thir budc trén nén da, tiéng dong “am am” vang 1én, cac phién da 1at nén lan lwot
tach ra, d€ 16 nhirng khoang tréng khong dong déu. Moi phién da 14t wéc chirng khodng bén
mét vudng, bén dudi nhitng phién chwa bi 14t 12 tru d4 ciing to bang ngan 4y, mot sd tru da
da bat dau tut xudng, tiéng dong Am vang vira roi chinh 1a do nhirng tru d4 nay phat ra. Con
bén duwdi nhirng phién da da lat ra la mot cai ranh sau chirng ba mwoi mét, dwdi ranh la méot
chat 16ng mau xanh vang nhat, bong bong nwéc chéc choc lai sui 1én nhirng lan khéi vang
mu mit, Trac Méc Cwong Ba khéng thé cwdng minh khong nghi dén mot tir ngir dang so¢
khién nguwoi ta lanh hét ca song lung - “H6 veeong thay”.
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Mic du van chwa ddm khang dinh d6 1a “vwong thiy” c6 thé hoa tan ca vang, nhung nhin
bé ngoai thi c6 vé cling khong hon kém nhau la miy, loai axit c6 tinh bay hoi rat manh nay
khong thé gitt dwoc ca nghin ndm, vy tic la ching ciing vira méi dwoc dé nwée vao ma ché
ra. Sac mit Trac Moc Cudng Ba hoi téi di, cit tiéng hoi: “Pai sw, diy 12 vwong thdy ding
khéng?”

Anh mit lat ma A La lai cang nghiém tic hon truéc, chi nghe 6ng néi: “Khdng biét nita.
Nhwng c6 mot diéu rat ro rang 13, tinh bay hoi cia né rat manh, ndn na & day lau ciing
khong phai chuyén hay hém gi, chang miy chdc nira ca chd nay sé& bién thanh mot gian
phong hoi doc d6. Nhin khoang cach gitra nhitng tru da thi dwong nhw gian phong nay chi
dé khao nghiém kha ning nhady nhot clia ching ta thoi, nghi cach nhay qua roéi tinh sau.”

“Chi la dé khao nghiém kha ndng nhay nhé6t?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba muon khéc khong dwoc
ma mudn cuwoi cling chang xong, khodng cach gitta nhitng tru d4 nay gin thi nim mét ba
mét, xa thi dén hon chuc mét, hon nira lai cao thap khong déu, ma lai chi c6 hai mét dé chay
da, du 1a vAn dong vién nhay xa chuyén nghiép chic cling khong thé nhay xa dwoc dén vay.
Trac Moc Cwong Ba khéng khéi nhé lai chuyén nhdy 1én tru da vweot qua cai ddm & Bach
thanh, 1an d6 so v&i lan nay that dang la hai khai niém hoan toan khac nhau, roi xuéng dam
con c6 thé dwgc ngwoi khac kéo 1én, chiv & didy ma roi xuoéng thi mot chit hy vong ciing
khong cé nita. Tuy vay, véi than thi ciia lat ma A La cung sw gitip d& ctia ddy méc, 1an nay
cling virot qua dworc, chi ¢6 kinh hai théi chi cling chwa nguy hiém gi, dai sw & bén kia ranh
cho ctra mé& ra, cc phién da lat san lai tw dong tré vé trang thai ban diu. Trac Méc Cuong
Ba va Pa Cat rén ra réon rén roéi cudi cung cling chay sang.

Gian thach that th& hai con 1é6n hon gian dau tién, khodng cich gitra cac tru da xa hon,
chang nhirng vy bdn phia vach twdng con vang 1én tiéng “phach phach” dic biét cia phao
khi nén, ban vao cac tru da nghe “bum bum bum”. Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Da Cat nghe ma
hai hung khiép via, thi thoang lai c6 qua phéo khi ban trwot lao thing xuéng ho axit, 1ap tirc
lam tée 1én mot quang bot nwéc, mac du da cich mét quing xa, nhwng qua tim hai vi khan
gia dudng nhw van bam chat theo lat ma A La dang dwa vao day méc treo ngudi gitta cac tru
da kia.

Diéu lam Trac Moc Cudng Ba lo ling nhit 13, néu cit tiép tuc thé nay phat trién 1én, vy thi
gian thach thAt tiép theo chang phai sé c6 gié manh siéu cip hay sao? Khong thé dwa vao
day thirng va méc bo qua d6 dwoc, ba ngudi chét 1a cai chic!

Cé6 diéu, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Pa Cat budc dén cira gian thach thit thi ba méi nhén ra,
noi nay hoan toan khéng nhw ho nghi. Bén trong gian thach thit thi ba nay khong hé l1at da
phién hinh vudng, ma dwoc khoét thanh tirng dwdong ranh mét, khong chi dwdi mét dat co,
ma ca bon vach twong cling toan 1a cac dwong ranh nhw thé. Long ranh thi bi nhitng thi
nhw ré cay hay day leo 14p kin, nhung & rat nhiéu chd lai nhw bi n mon, dé 16 ra khoang
trong 1o, con lai thi da phan bén trong cac ranh dy déu la diy leo dang khong ngirng banh
trwedng véi tdc do kinh hoang.

Buwéc vao thach that, di'ng bén mép, nhin nhitng khe ngang ranh doc trai dai, cdm giac
twa hd nhw tré vé chién trwong noi dong bang, mdi ranh rong chirng ba dé€n ndm mét,
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nhwng khoang cach giira cac khe ranh thi ngwoc lai chi chwa ddy ndm mwoi phan. Trac Méc
Cwong Ba khong nén néi buét miéng hoi: “Pai sw, nhirng thir nay dung dé lam gi vay?”

Lat ma A La lic dau néi: “Khéng biét, du sao ciing phai cin than.” Loi vira méi ditt, bdng
nghe “rAm” mot tiéng 1on, canh clra da bon ho chuin bi sé& di ra bdng mé tung. Mot 1an khoi
bdc 1én, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va lat ma A La tirc khic c6 phan tng, “Cé ngwdi!” Bon ho lién
kéo ngay Pa Cat nhdy xuéng mot cai ranh rong rai tréng khéng, mac du ddm day leo & ranh
bén canh khéng ngirng khua khudy muia may, c6 thé néi la gan trong gang tic, nhwng ciing
khong dén ndi virot qua khodng cach gitra cac “chién hao” nay.

Phuc nguwoi bén trong ranh, Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin thiy rat ré rang, mot phan ti vii
trang cam dudc tién vao gian thach that, ho khuc khac kiéu nhw hit phai bui. K& d6 1a mét
béng nguwdi cao 1dn bwéc vao, ngoanh lai phia sau ho quat: “Mau vao diy, Co Luc! Cho chét,
& trong nay ciing c6 cai thi ché chét ay!”

Lai mdt ngwoi twong doi nhé con lach vao, tay con kéo theo mot ngwdi khac, nguwoi do
ch6ng miii sing xuéng dat, yéu &t 1én tiéng: “Anh Quin, cam on anh.” Ngwoi cao 1én goi la
“anh Quan” kia gio khiu stng trong tay 1én néi: “No6i it thoi, trong nay hinh nhw twong déi
an toan, tranh di mot lac roi tinh sau.” Ngwoi diu tién bwdc vao chiri Am 1én: “Long Quén,
Co Lwc, ching may con dirng day lém bém cai gi nira, mudn chét ha, con khong mau kéo
Tran Mao ra day!”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin thiy hét strc ré rang, & phia sau lwng bon ho, nhirng soi diy leo
to bang c6 tay ngudi twa nhw xdc tu ctia mot con bach tudc khong 16 dang 13m le len vao qua
canh ctra. Pam linh danh thué san trom da bi danh tan & Kha Kha Tay Ly nay do mdot doi
trwdng tén 1a Cam Pirc Giang dan dau, khi dé bi bon bo cap trdng dudi cho hét cad dudng
chay, da phai tach déi ra chia dwdng ma chay. Hin va Max méi ngudi dan chirng muwoi
ngudi, tit nhién Max dan theo trim san trom & Kha Kha Tay Ly thué trudc 1a Tay Mé va
manh twdéng Loi Ba, con ca chin ngwoi dbi nay toan thudc loai trung binh yéu. Cam DPic
Giang hét strc hoang mang bdi rdi, lai 16 mang di sai hwdng, cit thé lao luén vao gian thach
thit & gn minh nhit. Khong c6 Thién chiu lam tin vat nhan dién, ddm nguwoi nay chang
khac gi khong mang theo thé céng vu di lai trong Tong cuc An ninh Quéc gia My, cac co
quan trong thach that lién tin c6ng ching mot cich dién cubng, dén gior da chét mit nam
tén, lai con mot tén Tran Mao song d& chét dé. Ma thach thit & day thi di hét gian nay lai
dén gian khac, co h6 di mai cling khong dén tin cung, ca bon ngwdi déu da strc cung lwce tin,
sdp guc dén noi roi, ldc nay tot xau gi cling tim ra dwgc mot gian thach thit khong co co
quan ma lai c6 khoang tréng, cd bon khéng hé phat hién ra bén trong da c6 ngudi, cr dwa
twong ngoi phich luén xuéng, hd miéng thé hén hén.

Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba thAm ghét chién tranh, nhung ga khong cho rang minh tay khong di
ra viy chao ngudi ta 1a c6 thé virot qua ai kho, bat dic di van rat khau tiéu lién giam thanh
nong 5.8 li kiéu QCWO05 cam trong tay. Ca Pa Cat cling biét hai vi Thanh s dai nhan va bo
ha ctia ho 13 oan gia d6i dau, tuy khéng mudn déi khang, nhung van khéng kim dwoc ma van
vé chudi dao giat noi that lung.
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CHUONG 27 HUYET TRI SIEU CAP

Merkin hit sdu may hoi lién, ghim giong binh tinh néi: “Cé phai l1a cung dién cua ma quy
hay khéng thi téi khdng dadm ndi, nhung tir lic budc vao khe sau tam toi dwdi long dat nay,
toi da biét rang chuing ta phai d6i mat véi mot thé gidi ky quai hoan toan chua biét dén.
Chung da dwoc chon vui sau dwéi 1¢p bui lich sit hon nghin ndm nay, nguyén nhan ching
dot nhién bién mat thi chi c6 troi méi biét dwgc, nhwng toi c6 thé khing dinh, d6 nhat dinh
la... mot tran dai nan!”

Bdn chit cudi cing cia Merkin budng ra vira han hoc lai vira pha 14n s¢ hii, chirng t6 cudi
cung han ciing bi ton gido hét nhuw mot cAu d6 nay khién cho chin déng tot do roi.
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Huyet tri sieu cap
Hai bén cach nhau chirng mét tram nam muwoi mét.

Trac Moéc Cwong Ba cam sting ngoanh sang nhin lat ma A La, lat ma A La vira khéo ciing
dwa mat nhin sang phia g3, ca hai cing lac diu. Bon tén linh danh thué d6 ngdi & cho rat
khuit, nira than dwdi va sau lwng déu an trong ranh thi khong néi, cai tén Tran Mao chi con
hoi ma khong con strc kia vira hay lai chdn ding goc chét trong tAm mit ba ngudi con lai,
chi cAn xtr ly han, ba ké kia sé tirc khdc canh giac, van con du thoi gian phan ¢ng. Dam linh
danh thué nay qua nhién khong phai mot ddm tam thwong.

Nhin tinh hinh nay thi bén tén d6 nhAt thoi chic cling chwa dich chuyén, Trac Moc Cudng
Ba dang ch¢ doi, cho doi thoi co thich hop nhét, chi cin tén Tran Mao dé 16 ra mot khoang
trong nho, ga sé cé thé lién mot mach giai quyét hai tén, con lai hai tén, viy la bon Trac Moc
Cuong Ba va chung sé & thé cAn bang. Pang rinh mo cho doi, bong nghe “cOp” mot tiéng,
Trac Moc Cwong Ba cdm gidc sau lung minh bi ai d6 v6 vo vao, cr ngd 1a Pa Cat, lién noi:
“Pay la chuyén lién quan dén tinh mang, dirng 1am 6n nira, Pa Cat.”

Da Cat & phia trwdc Trac Moc Cedng Ba ngd dau lai, hai mat mé to nhin Thanh s dai
nhan, 14y 1am ky quai v&i cach noi cia ga. Trac Moc Cwong Ba giat thot minh, Pa Cat & phia
trudc, lat ma A La ciing & phia trwéc, vay thi sau lung 1a... Trac Moc Cwong Ba vdi xoay dau
lai nhin, ding lic 4y, bon tén phan tit vii trang & dang xa dot nhién kéu rd 1én, Am thanh day
vé kinh hoang, rdé rang la bon ching da bi doa cho v& mat!

Merkin va Soares sai chan chay thuc mang, dién cuéng lao vut di véi toc dé veeot qua gidi
han chiu dwng cia ngwoi thwong, cudi cung cling thoat dwoc cai thir map map giong day leo
ma chang phai day leo, gidng xtic tu ma ciing ching phai xtc tu kia. Poan nay dwong nhuw lai
tré vé cung dién ba ting ban diu, nhwng cad Merkin va Soares déu biét ro tuyét doi khong
phai chd 4y, vi hai bon y da vong qua vat thé nhw bot bién chay vé phia sau, tir du chi cudi
van di sdu thém vao bén trong vach da, noi day chac chin 1a mot noi hoan toan méi mé.
Khéng c6 day leo, thong dao lai dwoc mai cho vudng van thing thém, bén phia dugc son
thém mot 16p doé tham, trén twdng vé da ki€u dd 4n mau sic ruc ré my 1é. Vira c6 tranh vé
Phat Sinh Song Thu, Quan Am Toa Lién, Phat T6 Niém Hoa ctia Phat gio, lai c6 ca Thién
MAau Cng M6n Kiét Ma giang phap, A Vi Dé Thanh Ma gy hin, nit thAn Tw T4t Mac phuc ma
clia Ban gido; ngoai ra con c6 cac hinh vé Ngii Tinh Tai Than, Nguyén Thiy Lio Mau, Hic
Long Than gieo rac 6n dich cia ngwoi Tang. D6i véi Merkin va Soares, tit ca cac hinh vé nay
trong khing bé ta 4c, dang vé nhan vat hau hét déu hung dir dang so, lai thém ca nhirng vét
méu kho phun tée 1én twdng, hai bon y cling chang muén quan sat cho ky cang lam gi.

Duéi san lat loai van gb gidng nhu & bén trong toda thap nguoc dau tién, cling bi nhudém
thanh mau dé. Mdy tram nam trdi qua roéi ma nhirng tAm van gbé nay van dé ruc dén ghé
ngudi nhw thé, dé twoi nhw mau mau. Budce di trén san g, nghe phat ra nhirng tiéng cot két
cot ket, con birc twong dé6 duwong nhw khdng cé diém tin cung, cling khéng thay ctra ra gi,
hai ngwdi bon Merkin nhin 1én chi thdy mét mau dé mau, dwdi &nh dén vang vot u &m cam
giac c lién tuc c6 mau tham ra.
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Trong thong dao lai din bat dau xuit hién xwong c6t, nhitng xwong c6t khéng hiéu da cé
tir may trdm ndm trudc, nghiéng nghiéng nga nga dwa vao chin twong, rai kin khap dudi
dat. O day c6 vé nhu chwa tirng c6 bit c sinh vat nao xult hién, nhitng bd xwong van git
nguyén trang thai luc chét, hAu nhw déu sai tay chodi chAn nam chét thang cang, cling cé
nhitng b6 bép c6 nhau, c6 bd tw bép c6 minh, hodc dung vii khi ddm chém nhau, thim chi
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con cO ca can nhau. Soares nhin xudng chan ndi: “Xem ra thi dam giao d6 Mat giao nay tw
tan sat 1an nhau hodc danh nhau véi nhirng ké xam nhép tir bén ngoai vao roi.”

Merkin néi: “Xam nhip? Khong, & diy 4n mat thé nay, nhirng ngudi nay khéng cé khoi
giap, trén tay khong cé vii khi, hdu hét nhirng thi dung dé tin céng déu la phap khi c3, toi
nghiéng vé phia bon ho tw tan sat 1an nhau hon. C6 diéu, day 1a chuyén tir may tram dén ca
nghin nam trwéc, nhat thoi cling khé ma doan ra dwoc. Gior da hét dwong lui roi, chung ta
chi con cach xem phia trwdc cd 16i ra khong, tir ndy dén gi¢r chung ta van di trong long nui
1én phia trén phai khong?”

Soares git gat ddu dong y, Merkin lai néi tiép: “Ct ti€p tuc thé nay, chic 1a sé 1én dén mat
dat trén kia thoi.”

Soares noi: “Bén trén chinh l1a di chi C6 Cach réi.”

Merkin gat dau: “Ping vay, c6 troi méi biét trén do la phan nao cuaa di chi C6 Cach, mong
12 khong phai chd 1dam nguoi.”

Di dwoc vai phut, anh mat Soares sang birng 1én: “Phia trwdc c6 canh ctra.”

Merkin chi tay xuéng dat néi: “U'm, phia trudc con c6 nguoi nira.” Xwong ct dwdi dat
cling bat d4u nhiéu lén, c6 mot déng tan loan ro rang 1a méi bi da vang lung tung. Soares
ndi: “Chang 1& day da vao pham vi cta di chi C8 Cach roi a?”

Merkin lac dau: “Khdng gidng cho 1am, ma dam nguwdi 4y 1a di tir bén trong ra, chang lé...
chang 1& chiing da di trwdc ching ta mot bwdc roi a?”

Soares noi: “Chwa chic, cling c6 kha ning 1a bon thang Max, luc tach ra & chd 1ii bo cap
trang ching ta di dwong dwdi vong mot vong 16n co ma. Pwong nhién, ciing c6 kha ning 1a
bon chuét da di trwdc chiing ta roi, tuy co tng bién vay.”

Bén trong va bén ngoai canh ctra 1a hai khong gian khac han nhau. Phong cach kién tric &
day hoan toan khac véi ba ting ldu gac & miéng pho twong Phat khong 16, c6 vé khong dinh
dang chut gi dén kién tric kiéu Ty Tang thong thwong, néu khong phai thi thodng van thiy
phan con sot lai cia vai pho twgng Phat hinh dang quai di, Merkin va Soares da ngé minh
dén phao dai cia ac quy hut mau trong truyén thuyét roi.

Canh cira vira mé ra, dau tién 1a mot day bac thang dai dan thang lén trén, moi thi trong
nay twa nhw khéng hé lién quan dén hinh vuéng hay cac hinh géc canh, ma déu la cac kién
tric c6 dwong bién tron tria, dén cd bac thang ciing 1a nhitng thanh tron chong ghép 1én
nhau. Tréo 1én bac thang, canh twong trwedc mat bon y lai cang ky la hon nita, cac kién tric
cao thip chang chit hoan toan khong nam trén mdt mit phang, tit cd phong 6c nha ctra
khong ngdi nao c6 mai, twa nhw chiéc xe dua hang sang da gip mui lai, c6 thé thiy hét toan
bd nhitng gi bén trong. Cac gian phong nay déu dwoc ndi lién bang nhitng bac thang lén
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xudng, gitta cac phong va vach da lai c6 khoang cach ro rét. Nhin k§ ra méi phat hién, nhirng
gian phong & gitra déu xau trén mot tru da khong 16, giong nhw nhirng con ngao so xau trén
que tre vay, con cac gian phong & bon phia thi viron ra khéi vach da lo lti'ng nhw nhirng san
dao, chi khac la trén san dao toan cac phong 6c, nhwng khong c6 mai. Ngoai ra con ca nhirng
cay dudc etylen cam & khap noi, nhic nhé hai ngwdi bon Merkin rang it nhat di c6 mot
nhém thudc phe bon y da téi day trwdece roi.

Merkin va Soares dang tir trén cao nhin xu6ng, chi liéc mét cai la c6 thé thu hét toan bd
kién tric nhw mot phio dai nay vao trong tAm mit, phong cach kién trtc ky di khién ca hai
nguoi thém mot 1an niva dwoc mé rong tim nhin. Khée miéng Soares giat giat mét hoi, 1am
bam néi: “Troi o, ddy 12 mot tdoa phdo dai cham rong, bon ho duc rong cd mot tdoa ndi thanh
phédo dai. Nhin nhitng gian phong kia di, cd nhitng bic thang hinh tru tron no6i lién ching
nita, toan b déu ndi lién mot thé, nguyén mot qua ndi khoét ra diéu khac thanh diy. Khong,
khong thé noi 1a diéu khic dugc, phai ndi 1a dao khoét méi dung. Troi dat, ki thudt quai quy
gi thé nay, toi chwa tirng gap kién tric nao thé nay ca.”

Nét mit Merkin khéng hé bdc 160 cdm xidc, nhwng 1ang nghe ky thi khéng kh6 nhan ra, ham
rang han dang run 1én, chi nghe han khé nhoc néi: “Day van chwa phai la diéu khién tdi ngac
nhién nhat, anh thir quan sat kj nhirng gian phong nay xem, nhin phan bén trong iy, ching
lam anh nghi dén cai gi...”

Gio Soares m@i dé y thiy, dwong nhw cling khéng nén goi nhirng gian phong khéng c6
néc nay l1a phong 6c, goi la nhirng cai bé 16m thi c6 vé chinh xac hon, vi chung déu c6 hinh
qua trirng, hodc hinh cai thung, hay cai bat, hodc tham chi 1a hinh con nhdng, hinh cai khay,
nhirng th thung, chiu, bat, dia khay nay xép chong chit 1én nhau, khién cho kién tric von
di da ky di lai cang thém phén quai dan. M&i dau con chwa cam thay gi, nay nghe Merkin
nhic nhé, Soares m&i nhin ra ddu mdi bén trong, dia hinh nhw nwéc chady qua cau, lai nhw
hé triing & Ca Nap Tuw, day chang phai 1a... Soares thin ngwdi ra mot lic 1du méi run run
giong noi: “Huyét tri.., mot cai huyét tri dai rong déu trén hai tram mét, cao dén hai chuc
tang lau! Trod od, dién me no roéi, day la cung dién cia ma quy réi!” Ca mot toa phao dai lap
thé khoét vao long ndi d4, khong ngo lai 1a mot cai huyét tri siéu cip do hang tram hang
nghin huyét tri nho6 hon t6 hop lai ma thanh!

Merkin hit sdu may hoi lién, ghim giong binh tinh néi: “Cé phai la cung dién cua ma quy
hay khéng thi téi khdng dam ndi, nhung tir lic budc vao khe sau tim toi dwdi long dat nay,
tdi da biét rang ching ta phai d6i mit véi mot thé gidi ky quai hoan toan chwa biét dén.
Chung da dwoc chon vui sau dwéi 16p bui lich st hon nghin ndm nay, nguyén nhan ching
dot nhién bién mat thi chi c6 troi méi biét dwoc, nhung toi ¢6 thé khing dinh, d6 nhit dinh
la... moOt tran dai nan!”

B&n chit cudi cung ctia Merkin budng ra vira han hoc lai vira pha 14n so hii, chirng té cudi
cung han ciing bi ton gido hét nhw mot cAu dd nay khién cho chan dong tot do roi.

Lén t&i hang hién dan vao huyét tri, mau trong co thé hai ngudi déu nhw sbi 1én sting suc.
Ho bwéc di trén nhitng hanh lang hoan toan lo Itrng gitta khéng trung, cdm gidc nhw dang
tién dén rat gan té dan cua ton gido than bi 4y, con ban thidn minh chinh 14 nhitng té phidm
dwoc dang 1én. Tir trén cao nhin xudng chi thdy mot dém Ira 14p 10e nhw 4nh sao, khong thé
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xac dinh vi tri ca bon linh danh thué, con di 1én di xudng gitra nhirng gian phong lirng lo lo
Itrng nay may vong, thi khién nguoi ta hoan toan mit hét cd phwong huéng.

Moéi IAn bwéc vao mot can phong 1a Merkin va Soares lai déu hét siec kinh hai. Moi gian
phong nay y nhw mot cai huyét tri nhd, bén trong c6 rit nhiéu thi hinh dang ky di ma bon y
chwa tirng thiy bao gi¢. Trong phong gi6 théi v vu lanh toat, theo ly thi khong gian bit kin
thé nay khéng nén c6 gié6 mai phai, cach giai thich duy nhat chinh 1a nhitng vong linh nghin
ndm kia van con bi giam cAm trong nhirng gian phong nhé nay, o4an niém nghin doi khong
tan khién ching hoéa thanh con gi6 lanh, gao thét mang mui mau tanh dén véi moi ké lac
bwéc dén day. Nhirng gian phong - huyét tri 4y déu déng cirng moét 1¢p vady mau kho day
bén trong, nhw n6i mot cach ré rang chin thuwc cho moéi mot ngudi dén day rang, chung phai
udéng bao nhiéu mau twoi méi da dé tich dwoc dé day nhw ngay hom nay.

Mau trong huyét tri cuéi cing chady vao moét céi rdanh trong phong, gitta cic phong véi
nhau cé ranh néi lién, ciing c6 nghia 12 mau tir mdi huyét tri déu cé thé chay tir gian nay
sang gian khac. K&t cidu din nuéc dwoc bé tri tinh vi va & mdi gian huyét tri lai hoan toan
khac nhau khién Merkin lién twéng dén mot xwdng hbéa chit khong 16, noi moi thi déu ky bi
huyén diéu, ca thé gi¢di dwdi long dit nay nhw dién cubng trong mau va ltra.

Soares hit sdu mot hoi khi lanh: “Mdt noi thé nay khién nguoi ta phat dién 1én mat.
Khoéng biét da bao nhiéu ndm rdi ma toi ngli trong khong khi van con tanh mau, gié & day
ding 1a khién linh hon con ngwdi phai run riy so hii, noi nay chi nén danh cho loai ma quy
duwéi dia nguc ma thoi. Pam gido do6 cua tén gido nay rot cuéc da lam gi vay? Bon ho tao ra
nhiéu huyét tri nhw thé dé lam gi? Ca mot cai huyét tri khong 16 cao hai mwoi ting lau, cin
bao nhiéu mau nguwdi thi méi da day day?”

Merkin xoay xoay c¢6 mdot cach khong dwoc tw nhién cho 1dm, ngdi x6m xudéng bén mép
mot cai huyét tri, lac dau noi: “Pay khong han 1a huyét tri dau. Anh nhin kj ma xem, nhin k§y
nhitng chd nay xem, bén dudi day 1a mot cai bép 10, c6 thé dot lira dun ndu; con ca day nita,
anh c6 biét nhitng cai ranh c6 banh xe lin nay dé lam gi khong? O Trung Qudc, thir nay goi
la mang nghién, dung dé nghién cac vi thudc thay cho coi xay; con ca day, nhirng thi trong
giong cai cOi xay nay nira, va rit nhiéu thi ching ta khong biét la cai gi, chung don gian chi
la huyét tri théi khong sao? Cam gidc né mang dén cho t6i la noi diy twa nhw mot day
chuyén san xuit, mdi gian phong giéng nhuw mot phan xwédng nho, tit ca cadc phan xudng
nay déu co thé chuyén nguyén liéu qua cac ranh. Loai diy chuyén san xudt tinh vi vira c6 lira
nung lai vira c6 nwéc rira, ngoai ra con cé ca coi xay thé nay, chi c6 cong nghiép hda chat
mé&i dung dén ma thoi.”

Merkin dirng thang nguoi 1€n, ndi véi giong bi hiém: “Khong sai, toi c6 cam gidc day nhw
thé 1a mot diy chuyén san xuit ma dam gido d6 cua ton gido co dai kia dung dé san xuat hoa
chat - mot day chuyén san xuit héa chat duing mau lam nguyén liéu chinh!”

Trac Mdc Cudng Ba ngoanh dAu lai nhin, 1ap tirc trong thiy thi dang bam trén lung ga. ¢
rirng ram Nam My ga tirng gap qua khong it quai th, vAy ma 1an nay van bi doa cho giat
minh danh thdt, mot cdm giac kinh tdm va budn ndn tlr sAu thim dang trao lén, khién toan
than ga rung minh noi ca gai Oc, suyt chut nira thi kéu todng 1én giéng tén linh danh thué kia
roi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cai thit trén lung ga c6 thé noi 1a mot con giun 1é6n nhan béng mip mip, nhung n6 khéng
6 cAc van tron gidng con giun binh thwong ma tron tudn tudt nhw da tré so sinh, bén trong
anh lén sic hong phan nhw mit tré con, to chirng bang canh tay dan éng trwdng thanh. Con
chiéu dai, chi riéng phan badm trén lwng Trac Méc Cwong Ba théi dd hon mot mét roi, ngoai
ra con cd mot phian l1an trong ddm day leo bén dwdi mot ranh khac. C6 18 thir nay roi tir trén
cao xudng, nhin diéu bo thi c6 vé nhw né dang thuc mang roi xa than thé Trac Moc Cuwong
Ba. Néu khong phai né c6 thé hinh bd twong nhw thé, chac Trac Moc Cwong Ba da phan
doan diy la mot con giun diia roi. Con giun dai dén miy mét nay khéng c6 ngii quan, khiu
khi @ trén dinh dau vira hay lai ddng hinh chir khi (£§), b6n cAnh méi nhiy nhiy thit mé ra
khép vao, caAnh méi lai con co vao dan ra theo quy luat, twa nhw dang do dwong trong khong
khi. Bén trong cai miéng ay hinh nhw lai c6 v6 s6 xtc tu nhé dang nhu dong, moét thir dich
thé ddm dé tir trong miéng khong nglrng tuén doc theo than thé no, cudi cung dinh hét 1én
lung Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Ngay khi nhin thay con giun diia khéng 16, Trac Moc Cwong Ba
lién mic x4c ca chuyén 4n nip, nhay ban 1én, kinh ho4ng ludng cuéng hét nhw con gai nhin
thy gian vy, chi muén mau mau chéng chong hat cai thi dang so iy ra khéi ngudi minh
cho nhanh. Pa Cat ciing hét 1én moét tiéng, nhay bat ddy. Quan 4o ngoai ctia Trac Moc Cuwong
Ba chi dinh phai mét chut thi dich thé tir con giun 4y, khéng ngd da tan ra di hét, lwot ngoai
roi troc xuéng nhw vo trirng, dé 16 ra do giap chong dan bén trong.

Cling con may, mac du da dé 16 vi tri, nhwng bon tén linh danh thué kia da khéng con hoi
dau ma liéc nhin sang phia nay nita, bén phia chd bon ching ciling c6 may con giun diia to y
nhu thé. Mot con trong d6 dang ha to miéng, chit dich tanh néng mau vang phun vot ra,
tring ngay vao nguwoi tén Tran Mao dang thoi thép d& sdng d& chét. Tran Mao rd 1én mét
tiéng kéu nat gan xé phoi, dién cudng lay hai tay phui phdi 1én 16ng ngwc bi dinh phai cai
chat nhon nhét Ay, vira cham vao mot cai, mot miéng da nguoi lién troc ra nhw manh lua, dé
16 nhitng khiic xwong swon trang héu bén dwdi co thit dang nhu dong. Bi chat dich dam dic
mau vang 4y thdm vao, co thit lién héa thanh nwéc mau, nwdc mau nhéu 1én xwong trang,
xwong trang lién chuyén sang mau vang, réi nhanh chdéng tir vang chuyén sang den Kit, tan
di nhw cuc pho mat dé dudi anh mit troi vy, Cam Dirc Giang nhay tét ra mot quing xa,
ngoac miéng kéu toang: “Chay, cwong toan day!”

Bon giun diia khéng c6 mii chi dwa vao bon canh moi trén miéng dé cdm giac, dwong nhw
da ngti thdy mui mau ngwoi tanh nong, lién c6 thém nhiéu con giun nita khong ngirng un
un kéo vé phia cai xac bi hoa tan kia.

Tran Mao chi kéu dwoc nira phit lién d6 guc xuéng nhw mot cai coc gd, dong thai luc nay
lai c6 nhiéu con giun khong 16 khac nira dang uén éo minh, viron doan thin dam dé axit,
bén ngoai nhu moc mot 16p vo lap xwong ra khéi ddm day leo bén trén. C6 Lwc thin hinh
tuy lin nhd, nhwng lai chay cuc nhanh, dirng dang xa x4 mot loat dan vao bon giun diia trén
vach twong. Mot con bi dan ban tung, dang bay trén khong trung lai bi mot loat dan khac
ban cho than thé v& tung vo tde, bén trong né khéng ngd lai con vo sd con giun con to
chirng bang dau ngdn tay cai, dai d0 mwdi ldm hai mwoi centimet, roi tung tée bo nhung
nhtc khap noi.

Trac Mdc Cuong Ba duwoc lat ma A La kip théi nhdc nhé méi khong 16 mang né sing. Lat
ma lén tiéng noi: “C6 gang tranh xa nhirng thir nay ra, bon ching séng trong méi trudong
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axit manh, than thé€ it nhiéu ciing c6 chd di thwdng.” Con bon linh danh thué phia bén kia
sau khi phat hién ra ba ngudi, lién vira 14n tranh bon giun diia vira giwong stng Ién ban tia,
ap ché& bang hoa luc, cdn ban khong cho ho co hdi thao luin hay phan doan gi ca.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba hét 16n: “Dirng lai, tiéu diét bon siu nay truwdc da!” Két qua la doi 1ay
mot trang sung hoi dap, lam Pa Cat tirc t6i ngoac miéng ra chivi: “Bon nay dién hét ca roéi!”

Nhiéu qua, ca gian thach that I6n day ranh sdu dwong nhu dwoc thiét ké dic biét cho bon
giun diia khong 16 nay. Ching nhung nhtc chui ra tir sau dam day leo, vdn veo than thé béo
nan, chang may chdc da chiém hét toan bd “chién hao”. Mot sé con c6 né nép quy cu ci
phun ra tirng dot tirng dot mu vang, rai 1én dam day leo nhitng vét vang ky di, sau d6 thuan
theo nhitng vét vang 4y ma nghién dam day leo trong cai miéng khi déng khi mé& kia, ddm
day leo gap cai gi lién quin chat 14y cai 4y hoan toan khong lam gi dwoc bon giun diia nay.
Ngoai ra mot s6 con khac dwa vao cai miéng dé cam &ng mau tanh thi c nghén ntra thian
trén l1én cao, canh mdi thit nhian vao dudi ra khong ngirng thu thap cac tin hiéu lam ching
hung phin. Phan thin thé con giun bi tén linh danh thué ban nat, va ca bon giun nho vira
roi khai co thé me, gdp phai bon giun da truedng thanh lién bi ching khong hé khach khi ma
nu6t hét vao trong miéng.

Chi chdc 1at sau ca hai bén déu phat hién ra, chi cin khdng dirng trén doan dwong ma bon
giun nhit dinh sé di qua, 1 sinh vat khéng mat khéng miii khéng tai nay sé& twa nhw hoan
toan khong hé hay biét, ung dung nhan nha ma an dam day leo kia, vay la tit ca don toan bd
suw chd y 1én phia d6i phwong. Vii khi ciia dadm linh danh thué tuy rat tot, nhung sing ti€u
lién gidm thanh loai QCWO05 cua Trung Quéc san xuit ciing khéng phai ngon dén can diu,
chiéu dai khi lap nong gidm thanh vao 1a nira mét, niang 2,2 ky 16, cich 150 mét c6 thé xuyén
thing mi sit, bang dan 1on 50 vién cua né thudc vao nhém céng nghé hang dau trén thé
giGi. Hai bén vira trdnh bon giun khong 16 va dam day leo biét quin ngudi, vira dwa vao dia
hinh dé khai hoa. Kha nhiéu giun bi dn phai dan lac bung bét ra hai bén trin dia, dich thé
tanh tanh mau vang phun ra khién nguwoi ta khé bé tranh kip, con than thé chung thi lai bi
dam déng loai khong phén biét gi hét nuét sach sanh sanh.

Trac Méc Cwong Ba bi choc gidn, lwdi Itra noi nong khiu tiéu lién giam thanh phun ra
khong ngét. Ga cAm sung dirng han 1én, nham vé phia ba tén linh danh thué ban rat mot hoi:
“Dén day, cai bon cin tién khong cin mang ching may!”

Ban hét sach ca bing dan, Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba mdi ngdi thup xudng. Bon Cam Dic Giang
& bén kia dang 1an do ngdi x6m tién 1én phia truéc, ngoadc miéng ra chiri: “Thang ngu, ban
lung tung nhw vay ciing trang dwoc ha!”

Long Quan di gitta dwa tay s& bén ma néng rat, chri mot cu: “Con me n6, mau da dudi
dat ban tée l1én cao rach mit roi.”

Cam Dirc Giang quay dau lai nhin, thiy trén ma Long Quan c6 vét mau, mac du vét thuwong
khong siu, nhung mot giot mau da nhéu ra ngoai. Han ciing cing ltc phat hién, mwdi may
con giun xung quanh da ngirng an day leo, nghén phin than trudc 1én cao ca mét, khong
hen ma cung chia miéng vé phia Long Quén, twa hé nhw hwdng &ng lai mot 1o kéu goi nao
do. “Toet” mot bai ma vang vang phun lén dui Long Quan, sic mit hin 14p tirc tai mét di,
chan run run, 4nh mat toat l1én vé tuyét vong. Con bon Cam Ditc Giang va C6 Luc thi khong
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néi mot cau thira thii ndo, co giod chay thing, ging tranh xa chd nguy hiém nay ra. Long
Quéan gao khoc kéu 1én: “Dirng bé tao lai!” Cau tra 1oi ctia C6 Luc cling hét stirc dirt khoat,
han giat ludn ba 16 ctia Long Quan, da tén kia mot cu lin bo ra dat, chi thoang sau da vang
1én tiéng kéu la Am 1 cda tén ho Long, roi mau chéng chi con lai tiéng rén ri nhw mudi vo ve.

Cam Dirc Giang con khong quén ném vé phia bon Trac Moc Cuwong Ba miy qua lyu dan,
béan than hdn da cang lic cang gin mot canh ctra khac roi.
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Trung khon
Tiéng n6 dung doang lam ca gian thach that rung 1én may chip, kho6i bui mu mit, c6 diéu
cling don ra duwgc mot khodng tréng khong cé bon giun kia. Trac Moc Cwong Ba lic roi bui
da trén dau, hoi: “A La dai su, ngai khong sao chtt. Pa Cat, cau c6 sao khong?”

Lat ma A La va Pa Cat chui ra khéi dong bui d4. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba lign dan hai nguoi
dich vao cai héc do lwu dan pha ra.

ba Cat néi: “Bon chung dung céi gi vay, tiéng nghe con danh hon tiéng sdm nira.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba phui phui bui bam trén ngwdi Pa Cat, gidi thich: “Pay la mét loai min
cam tay ném ra, goi la lwu dan, chi cin khéng bi thwong la tot roi. Vira roi hinh nhw tén cao
16n bi thwong, xem ra ddm giun kinh tém nay c6 cam &ng véi mau thi phai.”

Lat ma A La vira ng sting yém ho, vira néi: “Chwa chic, trén nguoi ching ta déu bi thuong,
néu chung c6 thé cadm rng dwoc mui mau tanh, chiing ta da toi mang ttr 1au roi.”

N4p vao trong hdc da do lwu dan pha ra, Trac Mdc Cwong Ba van con chwa hét ring minh:
“A La dai sw, ngai néi xem... c6 phai bon giun sinh ra trong nay khéng? Téi thay c6 vé nhw la
c0 nhén da c6 y nudi tha ching viy, nudi nhiéu céi loai sdu bo dang s¢ nay dé lam gi nhi?”

Lat ma A La nhin cham cham vé phia bon Cam Ditc Giang, trong dau tham nhé lai cach
thirc khdo nghiém diing si minh tirng tim thy trong thuw tich ¢, sau khi vwot qua bao co
quan cam by, phat huy thé lwvc dén mirc cwc han, cudi ciing ngudi diing si con phai danh
bai mét con manh tha ta 4c, dong théi mang mot phan than thé cia con manh tha iy tré vé
lam chirng nhin cho than phén diing si cia minh. “Nhirng sinh vit trong rat ta ac nay, co 1é
chinh 1a thir d€ chirng nhan d6.” Lat ma A La kinh hai thAm nghi.

Da Cat chot héi: “Nhung ma néu khdng c6 dong vat vao day, dam giun dy chi dn ré cay,
thé chang phai 1a da gdm hét sach sé tir doi nao roi hay sao?”

Mot cAu néi nay da lam lat ma A La swc tinh, may 4nh Itra 16e 1én, 6ng ciing bin tra lai may
phat, roi IAm bam néi: “Phai rdi, néu bon su ndy cir 4n mai mot thi, vay thi chd nay phai bi
gam hét sach roi méi ding, trir phi...” Ong nhiat mot mau day leo da dit lia 1én néi: “Chiing
c6 thé tu sinh truwedng, cai ddm nay la vat séng!”

Loi 6ng vira mai dirt, lai nghe mot tiéng n6 16n niva vang 1én, Cam Dirc Giang da cho né
tung mot canh ctra khac, hin thwc sy khong mudn vira phai d6i mat véi bon giun dong
nhung nhic nay lai con ca hai ké déi dau cAm sing phia bén kia nita. C6 Lwc hét 1én: “Cam
Dtrc Giang! Cho nd clra cling khong néi mot cau! Con me né...” Hian dot nhién cdm thiy canh
tay dau nhdi, voi hodng hon khiép via cii dau xuéng, mau! La mau! Canh tay han chady mau
roi! C6 Luc gio sing 1én ngoac miéng ra chiri: “Thiang ché chét! Ong bit may dén mang!”
Cam Dirc Giang sém da lach sang mot bén, dan ctia C6 Lwc ban Am T mot tran, thdy déu roi
vao khoang khong.
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“A!” Tiéng kéu tham thiét cua C6 Lwc bi boc trong ddm bui mu mit. Cam Dirc Giang khinh
thwong néi: “Hi, ai bAo may khong c4n thin, con mudn tra thu tao ha, nam mo di may.”

“A... a...” C6 Luc khan giong gao thét b6 nhao vé phia may nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba.
Khi hdn xdng ra khoi quing bui, ca ba ngwdi Trac Moc Cwdng Ba déu nhin thiy rd, hai canh
tay C6 Lwc moi bén quin mot con giun dai hon hai mét, chdt mu vang nhé xuéng dau hin
nhw ciy kem tan chdy, da thit déu da tan hét c3, nlra gwong mit 16 hét c xwong trang ra,
trong mat tron 16ng 16¢ chirng nhw c6 thé roi bat cr khi ndo van dang dao tron trong héc
mét. Hin vira phat hién ra h6c d4 noi may nguoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba 4n than lién lidu
mang x0ng ti.

Lat ma A La thé dai, gio sting 1én, mot vién dan chudn xac ghim vao dau C6 Lwc. Than
hinh lun nhé di 16 cd xwong vai ra ngoai nhwng van chwa ngi xuéng, nira gwong mit con
nguyén ven cla han gang gwong nhéch nhéch khde miéng, 16 ra nu cwdi cdm kich, roi méi
dé guc.

Trai qua mot man tan nhan nhwdng 4y, tAm trang ba ngwoi hoi lau sau ciing khong binh
tinh lai dwoc, Pa Cat khong nén dwoc kéu “a” 1én mot tiéng. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba ngoanh dau
lai nhin, thdy chd vét thwong da bang lai c6 mau tham ra, trin do sting 4c liét vira ndy va vu
né lyu dan da khién vét thwong ciia Pa Cat lai todc miéng ra. Ca Trac Moc Cudng Ba 1an lat
ma A La déu ludng cudng chan tay, lat ma A La voi vang bit vét thwong cdm mau cho Pa Cat.
Trac Moc Cwong Ba thi roi rit néi: “Cau... ciu, sao ciu lai lam v& vét thwong ra thé!”

“Ha ha!” Tiéng cwdi nhw cd kéu cua Cam Pirc Giang vang 1én trong dam bui mu chwa tan
hét. “Cac vi, ct tlr tir choi véi ddm sdu thit 4y di nhé. Ong day khéng & lai choi chung nira
dau.” Noi doan, han lién nhay sang mot gian thach that khac.

Pa Cat nhin Cam Dirc Giang chay qua canh ctra d4, dot nhién hét I1én nhw phat bénh thin
kinh: “Dirng di vao! Nguy hiém!”

Cam Dtrc Giang nghe khong hiéu Da Cat hét cai gi, ma ciling khong thém nghe Pa Cat. Han
vira gidm chan 1én phién d4 1at san, mit san lién Am Am tach ra, dé 16 két cAu nguyén hinh
cda gian thach thit dé6. Cam DPirc Giang ciing thudc loai phan &ng nhanh nhen, vira thay
khong 6n lién nhay luén 1én, roi xuéng mét tru da hinh vudng, ké do 1ap tirc chuin bi nhay
luén sang cdy tru thi hai, than thé con dang lo lrng trén khong trung thi nghe “bum” mét
tiéng, ph4o khi v hinh bin xuéng nhuw dip rudi, hit vang than thé Cam Dtc Giang dap
manh 1én mot ciy tru vudng khac, lai nghe “vu vi”, mot luéng khi lwu cwc manh hat luén
than thé hin xuéng bén duédi tru d4, nhe nhang nhw quét rac vy, “tom”, than thé ning né
roi thing vao hd nwéc vang vang néi bong béng 16m bom. Chang bao 1au sau, mét canh tay
xwong trang con 14n ca gan thit dot nhién nho 1én, bAm chat vao géc mot cay tru da vudng,
sau d6 lai chim xuéng, cudi cing khdng noi 1én nira.

Canh twong trwdc mat hét sirc kinh khing, voé sd con giun map may cai miéng khién
ngudi ta phat tdm lgm Un Un kéo dén. Ba ngwdi khong dé cho bat cir con nao lai gan minh
trong pham vi nim mét, sting tiéu lién ban hét dan thi choi sing luc, ném hét lyu dan thi
chuyén sang dung lwu dan sang, anh ltra bung 16e 1én giira ngwoi va dadm con trung.
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Sau khi bon ho danh tan dwgc lii giun vy xung quanh, 1ii & cho khac lai kéo dén déng hon
nira, tham lam an sach thi thé ciia déng loai, con no quan 1ay con kia thanh mot khéi cau thit
khéng 16 nhung nhiic, ma van con cé vo s6 con & vong ngoai dang cd ric dau vao trong nira.
Bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba da tiéu hao sach sé vii khi trong tran chién v&i bon giun nay, gio
hoan toan roi vao tuyét vong.

Qua Iwu dan khéi cudi cing ném ra, man khai xi xi tan trong khong trung, thim chi dén ca
no ciling nhw ¢6 vé con hoi ma chang con sirc nita. Trac Moc Cwdng Ba 1at ngudi nam xudng,
chi doi bon c6n trung t&m lgm kia dén. G& dot nhién thay hoi han, ldc dau sao lai khong
nghi dén chuyén gittr cho minh mét vién dan nhi! Pa Cdt mé& to mat nhin cham cham vao
Trac Moc Cwong Ba, 4nh mat tran ngip than sic ban khoan va nhuc nhj, cit tiéng héi: “Noi
nay thit dang so qua! Con khing khiép hon rianh Bo Cap, go Pia, ddm lay Den cdng lai nira.
Thanh s dai nhan, ngai cho téi biét di, diy chinh 1a Thanh dia ma thon Céng B6 chung toi
doi doi canh gitr ddy hay sao? Pay thuce sw la noi tho ciing chw Phat hay sao?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong biét noi sao, cdm nhan déi véi tat ca nhitng gi dang dién ra cla
vi Thanh st dai nhin ngay ca thin phén cia minh cling chwa r6 ra sao nay con sau sic hon
Pa Cat gip boi, ga con dang dinh hoi Da Cat, thi anh ta da hoi ngwoc lai ga roi.

Lat ma A La diém dam néi: “Khdéng phai cac truwdng ldo trong thon da néi roi sao, day la
chon tu hanh ctia cadc Thanh nhan, tirng 1a ving dit khéi nguon cda 6n dich, tai hoa, doc
trung, vi viy m&i phai xay tao twong Phit khong 16 dé trin ap li quai thu dang s¢ y chi. Vi
vy m&i dé bic ding si chan chinh dén khiéu chién, tiéu diét bon sinh vt ta ac nay. Dy méi
la y nghia thwc sw ciia Thanh dia, ti€p nhan sy khiéu chién cta luyén nguc la st ménh ca doi
cia nhitng diing si bao vé Thanh dia. Cé phai cac trwéng lao néi nhw vay khong, Pa Cat?”

ba Cat gio méi dinh than lai, m& miéng ra, ngap ngirng noéi: “Nhwng ma, nhitng thi nay,
cin ban khong phai thir chiing ta c6 thé chién thing dwoc ma...”

Lat ma A La lién an ti: “Ptng roi, ding roi, thé méi néi ching ta van chwa thé xem 13 diing
si chan chinh dwoc. Diing si chan chinh 1a phai ¢ y chi nhw sit thép, c6 sttc manh nhw huing
sw nhuw bdo mong, nhanh nhen nhw chim wng chim cat. Ching ta c6 thé dén duwoc day ciing la
kha 1am roi.”

Da Cat ctii dau ndi: “Nhwng toi da 12 tho san gidi nhat trong thon roi, ching 1& toi van con
chwa dd diing cAm hay sao?” Anh ta dot nhién ngang phat dau lén, nhin thang vao Trac Mdoc
Cuwong Ba hoéi: “Thanh st dai nhan, c¢6 phai toi sip chét roi khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba giat minh, voi noi: “Noi bay cai gi thé, vét thwong clia anh ¢6 nang
dau, sao ma chét dwoc.”

Pa Cat nhin tdm vai bang vét thwong dang khéng ngirng ri mau, thip giong ndi: “Toi biét
chtt, tdi sdp chét roi. Bon siu san kia da ngri thdy mau tanh trén ngudi toi roi, toi sé bi
chiing dn thit giéng nhw cai ngwoi vira ndy thoi.” Trac Moc Cwong Ba va lat ma A La déu
kinh hai, khong ngo kha nidng quan sat clia Da Cat lai sdc bén dén thé, bon ho con hy vong
Pa Cat chwa phat hién ra dac tinh nay cta bon sinh vat kia. Canh twong iy qua thwce rit dang
s0, bon giun nhung nhic hét nhw Vua An cé da day khong day, du cé dn thé nao ciing khong
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thé thoa man dwgc ham mudn thém an cla ching, ma ai bi dinh phai cwong toan ching tiét
ra thi ding 12 sé bi &n dén ca khic xwong ciling chang con.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong con gi dé néi, ga Iam bam chiti: “Me né, pho twgng Phit khdng
16 m6 phdng co thé ngwdi nay ciling giéng thit qua nhi, ca ky sinh trung ciing cé nira.” R6i ga
bong dung nhay dung 1én néi, “Giun dang 1& phai ky sinh trong rudt mai ding chir nhi? Pay
la da day co ma!”

Lat ma A La cwdi khé néi: “Sai rdi, c6 biét rudi trau khong? Au tring ctia chiing ky sinh
trong da day ngwa, dong thoi cling két nhong luén & dé do.”

Ba nguoi bi mot ddm cau thit twa nhw sinh vat ngoai hanh tinh bao viy, muén xéng ra
ngoai thi budc phai dap 1én than thé 1i giun khéng 16 ay. Pa chirng kién két cuc ctia ba tén
linh danh thué, miy ngwoi bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba thuc sw khong 1y diu ra diing khi dé
lam viéc 4y. Dan da ban hét, lai thém mot 14 giun dén an thit dong loai; lwu dan ciing c¢6 kha
nang sat thwong rat 1on, 1i giun da quin thanh mét ddm 16n; hoi cay, lwu dan sang, lwu dan
am thanh, sting dién cao 4p, miy thit nay tac dung khong lén 1am, bon giun da tu tip nhung
nhtic cach chd ba ngudi chi chirng ddm ba mét.

ba Cat run riy dirng 1én, nhéch mép né mdt nu cwoi thé tham, quay sang nhin Trac Moc
Cwong Ba néi: “Thanh st dai nhan, t6i, toi sé di danh lac hwdng bon chung, hai ngwdi chay
khéi day di.”

“Gi ha!” Trac Moc Cuong Ba khong dam tin vao tai minh nira, Pa Cat lay dau ra diing khi
1é6n nhu thé, ban mang minh chi vi mot nguwoi vira quen biét méi chwa dén mot ngay, trong
dAu Pa Cat rdt cudc dang nghi gi vay? Ngay vao khoanh khac Trac Moc Cudng Ba con dang
ngan ngwdi ra ay, Pa Cat di co chan 1én chay, nhung lai bi lat ma A La giir 14y gét chan, kéo
giat nguoc tré vé: “Doi da, 1am nhw vAy chang c6 y nghia gi hét! CAu cho rang ciu c6 thé
chay dwoc bao xa, & day chd nao ciing ¢ bon giun nay, chi cin bi bit cit con ndo quan phai
12 cu khéng chay dau dwoc nita, chang nhitng vy, canh cira kia cling khong phai 1a noi
chiing ta c6 thé di vao dwoc.” Ong ngudc mat nhin 18n, canh cira d4 ma bon linh danh thué
di vao day da bi mot budi diy leo phinh to dén cuwc dai chiém c&, nhin tir xa, trong twa nhw da
day mét con qudi thq, di vao dé va tu tim dwong chét trong tredng hop nay da bién thanh
tir dong nghia.

Bo6 nao lat ma A La xoay chuyén nhanh nhw chép: “Gian dai sanh nay c6 1& 13 thach that
lén nhat ma bon ta tirng di vao roi, néu la minh chirng cudi cung ctia cac diing si c6 dai, vay
thi & day phai c6 16i ra truc ti€p méi ding. Canh clra dad ma tén linh danh thué kia di vao
khong phai la mot 16i ra tot dep gi, diéu nay thi khong can nghi ngo, vy con nhitng canh
ctra khac? 'm, xem ra ciing khong dé di, chiing ta c6 bé sét diéu gi khong nhi? Néu 1a tién
hanh khao nghiém cuéi cung tan khdéc nhat, vy thi cling phai c6 thoi diém ngung lai chi.
Né&u da mé ra duwoc, thi chac chin phai c6 chd nao dé déng lai, bang khong chi riéng dam
day leo quén chit 14y nguwoi ta trong cac thong dao kia thdi, cling chang c6 ai veot qua ndi
roi. Théng dao hinh long rudt va ho cuwdong toan chic déu 1a du hiéu dé danh diu dwong,
con noi day thi dich xac 1a da day, co quan c6 thé mé ra & dau dwoc nhi? Tim, ding thé, néu
ta 12 ngwoi xay dung nén noi nay, nhit dinh ta sé dit chét khai mé tong co quan tai vi tri
cla trai tim, nhung con dé déng cac co quan lai, c6 1& 1a phai théng qua toan bd khao
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nghiém da. Nhung trong hoan canh nay, cin ban khong cé cach nao dé tim kiém cach dong
cac co quan lai, khong phai.. Gwom da nao, chat cwong toan ma bon giun nay tiét ra gan
nhw khong thé chdng d& lai dworc, cac bic tién hién c6 dai lgi hai dén dau ching nita cling
khong thé dong thoi ddi mat véi nhiéu con siu thit khién ngwdi ta phai ndén mira ndy ma
van an toan rut lui dwoc. C6 phai bon giun nay vé sau méi c6 khong? Khong, két ciu rinh
dudi dit nay chinh 1a d€ nudi dwdng ching, chang Ié trai qua mot nghin nam, da khién bon
ching sinh s6i ndy né qua nhiéu hay sao? Khong gidng 1dm, nhitng diy leo cAn nwdc maoi
sinh trwedng nay chi cé han, ching c6 thé han ché sé lwong cia bon giun. Hay 1a, nguwdi xwa
c6 cach gi dé ngan chdn bon giun nay? Néu ndi chiing khat mau, thi ba nguoi bon ta déu bi
thwong nang nhe khac nhau, khéng cé ly do gi chung lai khéng tin cong ching ta ngay tir
dau ca.”

Toan bd nhitng y nghi 4y chi 16e 1én trong mot khodnh khic, lat ma A La da phan tich khai
quat tinh cdnh ba ngudi dang phai d6i mat lic nay, miy hinh 4nh bong nhién chay lwdt qua
6c 6ng: hinh 4nh gidi phiu da day con nguwdi, thi thé nat biy nat be cla tén linh danh thué
nhin thiy trong doan théng dao mé phong rudt, con giun tir diu roi xuéng nguoi Cwong Ba
thiéu gia lai gidy giua thoat ra xa, cAim cw mot hoi 1du ma cling khong thiy bon giun iy tan
cong, khi tit ca nhitng hinh anh 4y xiu chudi lai véi nhau chay qua nhw doan phim tua
ngwoc, lat ma A La lién tu tin dirng 1én.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai cang kinh hoang, chang 1& lat ma A La ciing giéng nhw Pa Cat, dinh
dung than thé minh dé mé ra mot con dwong mau hay sao? Lat ma A La dwong nhw da nhin
th4u noi lo lang ctia ga, than nhién noi: “Yén tam, tdi con chwa ngdc dén mic 14y cirng choi
cirng véi 1 giun dang so 4y dau, téi chi di kiém chirng lai quan diém ctia minh mot chut
thoi, néu khong dworc sé rut lui vé ngay.”

Dwéi 4anh mét nhin chdm chd cda hai ngudi, lat ma A La chdm rdi buéc vé phia truéc
tirng bwéc mot, mdi buédc déu nhu tién gan thém mot budc dén vuc sau dia nguc, mic du
budc di trén dit bang, nhung qua tim Trac Mdc Cuwong Ba lic nay con lirng lo thap thom
hon ca lic dai sw nhay thang treo nguoc. Mot canh twong ky quai da xay ra, khi khoang cach
gitta lat ma A La va lii giun con chwa day mot mét, rd rang chiing da cam thay dwoc diéu gi
d6 nén nhit loat ngéc cao dau, cai miéng day nép thit hit hit trong khong khi, sau dé bo lai
thi thé ctia dong loai, nhwong ra mét con dwdong. Lat ma A La lién ngoanh dau lai néi: “Nhin
thdy chwa, ching ta khéng cin s¢ ching, dot tin cong vira ndy tram phan tram la lang phi
hoéa lwc. Di thoi, t6i biét dwong nao cé thé ra khéi day roi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lién cung Pa Cat dirng 1én, 1y lam ky quai héi: “Thé nay, thé nay la
thé nao vay?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Pang 1é ra chting ta da phai chi ¥ dén tir khi con giun dau tién roi 1én
lwng ciu roi, né khong hé tin cong ciu, ma trén ngwdi ching ta it nhiéu gi cling déu co vét
thwong, khodng cach gin nhw vy, i giun iy sao lai khong tin cong ciu ch&? Con nira, néu
day 1a noi nguoi xwa danh cho diing si tu luyén, vay thi cac diing si c6 dai lam sao c6 thé
vot qua duwoc li giun nay day? Vi vay, to6i méi phai thir mot phen, xem cé phai ching ta
mang trén minh thit gi khdc ché€ dwoc bon giun nay hay khong, qua nhién, ha...”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba dé Pa Cat di téi bén canh lat ma A La, thidc mac: “Dé 1a cai gi vay?”
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Lat ma A La néi: “Cau thir nghi xem, c6 thit gi ma chiing ta s& hitu, dong thoi da nhiu lan
gitp chung ta r6i?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba tirc khic tinh ngd, dit tay 1én cai tai bi mat & nguc 4do: “Thién chiu,
bon giun nay khéng ngo lai c6 thé cdm rng dwoc Thién chau!”

Lat ma A La néi: “Phai, toi cling khong thé ngo, hat chau nhé bé nay lai la vat théng hanh
cta ca khu vye tu luyén nay. Nguoi nao khong c¢é Thién chidu ma xdng vao day coi nhw cidm
chic céi chét, cling may 1a c6 hat chau 4y thi chiing ta m&i roi khéi day dwoc d6.”

Pa Cat dwa mat nhin quanh, héi: “Nhung ma ching ta 1am sao m&i roi khéi day dwoc
Véy?"

Lat ma A La ngang dau lén viing t6i tAm bén trén: “Lén trén kia.”

Vi da bi thwong, dong tac leo tréo von rat don gian gio véi ba nguwoi déu tré nén kho nhoc
vO cung, ton mat kha nhiéu stc lwc méi tim dwoc 16i ra trong béng téi. That hoan toan
khong thé ngo dwoc, gian thach thit khong 16 4y ngoai bén phia bon canh ctra ra, trén tran
nha t6i om con c6 16i ra khac nira, Pa Cat da phuc nay lai cang thém phuc vi ldo phap sw nay.
Lat ma A La néi: “Nho c6 thi thé bi ngd dén xwong c6t gay lia lic dau tdi méi nghi dén didu
nay. Toi nhé lac d6 da noi, hdn bi roi tir chd cao xudng, vé sau nghi lai, da day dwong nhién
la c6 hai 16i ra mot trén mot dwdi, néu ci di quanh vo s6 gian thach that huin luyén nhw
thé, két cuc cudi cung cia ching ta khang dinh 12 sé giong nhw bon linh danh thué kia thoi.”

Giéng thang nay cao dén ca trdm mét, dirng trén mot binh dai mai, thach thit bén dwdi da
hoan toan chim vao béng t6i mit mung. Gian thach that bén trén nay ciing rit 16n, c6 diéu lai
trong huéch tréng hoac, chi c6 mot ci ban xoay khéng 16 & chinh gitra, nhitng van tw c6 xwa
trén bé nén phang phat nhw vét tich ctia thoi gian. Chinh dién phia triwéc gian thach that c6
hai canh clra 16n bang dong dong chit, twa ho khong thé mé ra. Sau khi khéng con hy vong
m¢ dwoc clra, sw chi y cua ba ngwdi tap trung ca 1én cai ban xoay lén & gitra phong. Sau
mdt hdi quan sat ki lwdng cai ban xoay dwong kinh 1én téi cd mudi mét 4y, lat ma A La néi
v(i giong khang dinh: “Tét roi, cudi cung cling tim th4y. Ban xoay nay chic 1a d€ déng toan
bd cac co quan lai, diy la tram cu6i cung ctia qua trinh tu luyén roéi, cac diing si phai dung
hét strc lwc toan than méi c6 thé dong toan bd co quan bén trong twong Phit khéong 16 nay
lai. Nao dén day, chiing ta cung hop sttc déng né lai.”

Lat ma A La va Pa Cat & mot bén nang tay ndm bang dong 1én, Trac Moc Cudng Ba & bén
kia 4n xu6ng, dwdi chian ga c6 mot cai bé nhd, mot cai chay dong cé thé xuyén qua bé do
nay, vira hay c6 tac dung giit chit tay ndm cta ban xoay. Ciing khong biét cai ban xoay nay
rot cudc ndi lién véi may méc & dau, tom lai la ndng dén do strc nguoi twdng chirng nhw
khong thé dong lai dwgc. Ba nguoi ton hét sirc lwc chin trdu mwoi hé méi nhich dwgc mot
ndc ma Trac Moc Cwong Ba di phai vdi gac tay cAm bang dong vao bé d@, nghi ngoi mot 1t
dé hoi phuc thé luc, réi cd nhom méi lai cing van thém dwoc mét nic nira. Cir nhw vy hon
ntra tiéng déng ho, cubi cung ciing nghe thdy mot chut hiéu qud, truwdc tién 1a ti€ng mot
lwong khi thé 16 xi ra, k€ d6 tiéng nwéc 6 6 chdy da bién mat, cudi cung thi dwédi bé phat ra
tiéng “lach cach”, twa ho da c6 dinh vitng chic vao dau dé. Ba nguwdi bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba
déu nhw s3p tut huyét 4p dén noi, mét méi dwa lwng vao bé dé ma thé hong hoc.
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Khong hé c6 nguwoi nao lai gin, nhwng canh ctra phia trwéc thach that da tw déng mé ra,
doéng thoi cac clra da khac dwong nhw cling déu tw mé ra hét, nhat thoi tiéng cac loai co
quan khéi phuc vi tri ban dau vang 1én lién mién bat tuyét. Nghi ngoi chirng mwoi phit,
Trac Moc Cwong Ba da hoi phuc dwoc phan nao sttc luc, lién véi va dirng 1én néi: “Di théi,
ching ta di tim gido sw va nhitng nguoi khac.”

Lat ma A La va Pa Cét ciing ding 1én theo. Trac Moc Cudng Ba di trwéc din dau. Pa Cat
khong ngo thé luc cling tot dén kinh nguwoi, khidp kha khap khénh theo sau Thanh st dai
nhan. Lat ma A La mim cwoi thé dai, gia roi, ding 1 gia that roi.
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Cai chét cua ba Cat

Merkin va Soares thodt 1én thoat xudng bén trong khéi 1ap thé huyét tri, khong nghe thiy
tiéng sing nao, khong biét la thudc ha cta bon y da x& 1y gon ké dich, hay ké dich da tiéu
diét bon thudc ha kia ro6i, hoac c6 thé dam kia ciing dang lac 16i trong cdi mé cung 1én 1én
xudng xudng nay giéng hai bon y. Ca cai huyét tri khong 16 tinh 1ang nhw ¢6i chét, chi c6
nhitng ngon Itra bap bung trong con gié thé lwong néi véi hai bon y rang tirng ¢6 ngwoi di
qua diy. Mui mau tanh vwong vat lai tir ngan nam trwéc va cai lanh trong khong khi kéo
ciang diy than kinh, nhitng b6 xwong kho, nhirng twong ac ma ta phat do nat bi dnh ltra chao
dong hat bong 1én twdng nhu choc vao thi gic, tit cA déu ndm ngoai tAm hiéu biét cta bon
y, tdt ca déu ta di khung khié€p. Merkin ndm chit ban tay lai, cting c6 ltic chang thé dwa dAm
vao vii khi dwgec, chi c6 than thé méi thudc vé ban thin ma thoi. Soares nghién rang ken két,
su tinh 1ang & day khién y sén hét ca tdc gay, bau khong khi quen thudc kich thich than kinh
y, khién y cam thiy cwc ky rc ché, chi muon giét ngwdi, mudn nhin thiy canh twgng con
nguwoi bi da tha con trung can xé toi t4, mau me dim dia, khong con manh da nao lanh lan.
Twa ho chi c6 khat vong dwoc nghe thiy tiéng ho 1an 16n gao ra vi dau dén méi khién y
khong cam th4y so hai nita, va cdm giac tit cA van ndm trong tAm khdng ché ctia minh. Thé
nhung, cai lanh 1éo nang né trong khong khi khong hé thuyén giam, cang xuéng siu bén
duwéi, cam giac rc ché cang thém nang né, nhw thé c6 mot tén dich vo hinh dang theo sat
bon y, rinh rap thoi co d€ danh 1én. Mdi tiéng ddong vang 1én, mdi con gioé lanh thdi qua déu
khién bon y thém phén cing thang, ca hai cing nhin thdy trong mat ddi phwong ndi so hai
cta chinh ban than minh.

Vira ndy ding trén dinh khong thé nhin ré nhirng gian phong huyét tri trung trung diép
diép, gio da & bén trong lai cang nhw nguwoi gitta may mu khong biét dang & noi dau, ctr di
qua hai chd ré, xuéng mot ting lau, ngoanh nhin lai 13 da khong thdy gian phong minh vira
di qua dau nita. Thi thodng xa xa c6 béng nguwoi thip thodng, néu gang sitc 1an theo, chi di
qua vai gian phong la cai bong da bién mit dau khéng ré. Merkin cling khong dam 1én tiéng
goi, ai ma biét y sé nhin dwoc tiéng tra loi cia dong bon hay 1a phat sting chuin xac cia ké
dich co chir, ma trong long nui nay lai c6 tir treong nhiéu séng radt manh, thiét bi truyén tin
nao ciing déu bi té liét hoan toan.

Vong qua vong lai roi cling xuéng dwoc dén day huyét tri, chinh gitra vd s6 huyét tri nhd,
c6 mot kién tric hinh qua trizng dung dirng trong nhw mét cai té ong khong 16, trén dinh
kién triic nay cé ranh ndi truc tiép véi rat nhieu huyét tri bén trén, khip chung quanh né
déu c6 16i ma, bao quanh né cé tdm huyét tri, & vong bén ngoai nira thi cé trwedc nam sau
bay, hai bén trai phai moi bén ba mwoi ba cai huyét tri, cang ra xa thi lai cang nhiéu. Mic du
khong hiéu tai sao lai sip xép nhu thé, nhung cic 16i mé& cla cai t6 ong & gitta khién hai
ngudi bon Merkin khdng khoi nghi néu cac huyét tri phia trén déu dé diy mau twoi, roi
chdy xudng dwdi, vy chang phai cai t6 ong nay sé phun tée ra nhw sudi phun nwéc néng
hay sao...

Merkin lac manh dau moét cai, ngdn minh khong nghi tiép nita. Soares lén tiéng: “Cho nay
e la khong c6 thir ma ching ta muon tim méi phai.”
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Merkin dap: “U’'m, xem ra khong giong 1dm, day khong phai 1a chd dé dit vat pham gi quy
b4u.” Luc di qua céi t6 ong cao bang muwoi nguwdi 4y, Merkin vo y li€c nhin mot cai, nhung
chinh cai liéc ho hitng 4y lai khién han phai dirng budc lai, &nh mat nhin chdm cham vao
cho bé dé t6 ong. Trong mat Soares, chd d6 chi khdc mot ky hiéu ky quai, nhung Merkin biét
rd, day la mot cai tén. “Dong - Ban Ba”, y nhanh chéng xoay sang phia bén kia, qua nhién
cling khic mot céi tén “Trai - Ban Ba”, hai mat con lai IAn lwot 12 “Pang - Ban Ba” va “Mac -
Ban Ba”.

Trong Merkin lic nay nhw mot 6ng gia tudi c6 lai hy, dwa hai ban tay run run ra s mé lén
nhitng ky hiéu c6 xwa, dét nhién khée miéng gian git lién héi mot chap.

Soares nhin thay lién hoi: “Sao vay?”

Merkin 13p tic gidu vé mat ky quai di, nghiém nghi néi: “Khong c6 gi, di thoéi” Cé diéu
trwdc khi bwdrc 1én mot cau thang khéc, hdn lai ngodnh diu nhin cai t6 ong mot 1an nita, 4nh
mat mo mang run ray. Soares chi 16 ra mot nu cwdi khinh miét.

Di thém chirng mwoi phut niva thi Soares bat dau néi gidn. Nhitng ciu thang nay lic 1én
lic xubng, c6 phong chi ndi véi hai ciu thang, nhwng lai c6 phong cé dén bon cai, ciling c6
nhitng ngd cut chi c6 mdt cau thang din dén, cdm gidc di mdi ma cling van nhuw ding
nguyén mot chd vy, mudn lui ra khéi day cting khé khin van phén, chi c6 thé nhin ma
khong thé dén. Dén luc thiy két c4u t6 ong dudi ddy, sdc mat Merkin lai cang thém u 4am, cir
tram ngdm bwéc theo tirng bac thang khi 1én khi xu6ng, khi xuéng khi 1én, di qua cac gian
phong ma hoan toan ching budn dé mit dén xwong c6t rai rac va nhirng twgng Phat hinh
dang quai di nanh 4c. Nhung nhin 4nh mat cta hdn c6 thé nhin ra mot diéu, hidn dang tinh
toan diéu gi d6, vin khong ngirng boi 1én canh ciu thang nhitng ddu hiéu dé nhan ra. Thay
nhirng hanh vi ky di nay ctia Merkin, Soares ciing chang budn hoéi han gi ca.

“Lach cach”, tiéng kéo chét sting lam hai ngwoi gidt minh canh giac, lién nhanh chéong
chon noi 4n ndp. Merkin 14t tay ra phia sau rat khiu M5 ra, con Soares thi khéng noéi tiéng
nao nhét tay vao ba 16 14y ra mot con chudt bach béo nan nan. Merkin binh tinh kéo chét an
toan, phat ra tiéng dong rat khé, chi trong cw ly gin méi nghe thiy dworc, con chudt bach
cling deo mot vat nhu hop diém nhd, nham hwdng Soares vira ném hat qua dudi theo.

“0? Chuot bach ddy ma? Ong Soares, 6ng chi?” Am thanh vong téi, Merkin lién loi tay, gai
sting lai phia sau, thip giong héi: “Max, chiing may con bao nhiéu nguwoi?”

Trong bong tdi xuat hién mot ddm nguwdi, chinh la Max va sau tén nita, c6 hai tén da bi
thwong, nhung khong nghiém trong 1am. Max mirng r& néi: “Toi da bdo ma, 6ng chi va 6ng
Soares chic chdn khong c6 chuyén gi ma, mot chat vdn dé nhé nay lam sao giy kho khin

zon

cho hai nguoi dwoc co chir.
Merkin ching budn dé tAim dén may I&i ninh not tAng bdc clia Max, nhat giong héi: “Chi
con lai may ngwoi nay thoi a?”

Max trong thay sic mit 6ng chii khong tot, voi cudng 18n néi: “Ong chu, 13 thé nay, sau khi
ching ta tach ra lai c6 16i ré nita, ngudi nhiéu hang lai nhé, chen chic mét chdé khong tién,
nén ching toi da tw dong tach thanh hai nhém. Sau d6 lai c6 dwong ré nira, Tay Mé lai dan
theo ndm ngudi khac tach ra, sdu nguoi téi dan theo déu & day ca, mot ngudi cling khong
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rétlai.” Han dic biét nhdn manh vao hai chit “tw dong”. Merkin dwa mit liéc nhin sdu nguwoi,
thdy toan dam hdo tht nhw Léi Ba, Ngwu Nhi Oa, khéng can néi cling biét bon thudc ha nay
phén chia ddi ngili thé nao. Pam con lai qua nira 1a da bi dung lam vt hy sinh ca réi, nhom
do Tay Mé dan theo chic may ra con tan dw. C6 diéu chinh y va Soares da tach doi ra dau
tién, nén y cling khéng tra hoi nhiéu, chi néi: “Bon may dén day bao lau r6i?”

Max voi dap: “Chung tbéi dudi theo bon nguwoi & Ty Tang dén diy, cir vong qua vong lai &
chd nay mot hoi, khong hi€u dam kia da bién dau mat roi. Néu khong phai bon ching chay
nhanh, ht, chic chin ca ddm da bi thit sach roi.”

Soares thu con chudt bach vé, chi khit miii khinh thuwong treée sw tw dai cia Max. Merkin
lai héi: “Bon chuing cling & day ha? Ching c6 bao nhiéu ngu¢i? Khong phan khang gi ha?”

Max noéi: “Hinh nhw ching con sdu nguwoi, vira ndy con & phia trwedc ching toi, cé 1€ la
cach chirng ba bén tang lau gi d6. Phan khang 4y a, ha ha, vii khi trang bi va nhan so cda
ching déu khong bang ching t6i, sao ma dam phan khang chi, chi thi thodng ban bira ban
by vai phat, khéng dé ching t6i dén gan qua ma thoi.”

Merkin tirc gidn quat: “Ram ché, may twdng ching né s¢ may that chiac? Tao da bao may
nén di lam linh danh thué méi ding, sao lai hiéu chién thé&, may c6 biét ngwoi ta dang lam
cai gi khong ha?” Han chop 14y c6 4o Max, gan giong ndi: “Ngudi ta dang tim ban do, tim
dwong ra, khong co6 thoi gian gion choi véi ching may. Chi cé cai loai nhw may trong dau
l4c nao ciing chi c6 giét ngudi vdi ca giét ngudi, chang con nhé cai déch gi niva! May noi
xem, may da tim thidy ddu méi nao dé tim ban d6 chwa? May nhin nhirng kién tric nay,
nhitng twong Phit nay xem, cé goi y gi khong ha? Cé dau vét gi khéng ha? C6 hay khong!”

Ong chd vira gam 1én, md hoi Max da tda ra nhw tdm. Trwéc mdt loat cau hoi Merkin vira
néu, han ta ngoai cau “khong biét” ra, thwc sw khéng con tim ra dap 4n nao khac nira. Soares
thiy thé lién khuyén can: “Bo di, c6 thé theo dam nguwdi kia dén diy ciing khong té roi, noi
khong chirng bon ching c6 thé din chiing ta di tim ban do d6. Khuc khuc, sdu ngudi ha, ltc
chiing vao day c6 chin dira co ma.”

Merkin lanh lung néi: “Ching n6 khong mudn giao chién chinh dién véi ching ta, d6 1a vi
ching s¢ dung dau cham tran, sé hiy hoai kién tric & day. Hir htr, day la wu thé cia ching
ta, rm, nghi cach theo chin ching di.” K& d6 han lai dung tiéng Trung néi véi Nguu Nhi Oa:
“No6i theo cach ctia ngwoi Trung Qudc ching may thi thé nao 4y nhi? Ném chudt so v do,
kha kha.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Pa Cat déu rat doi vui mirng, khong ngd da cing dwdng mat 19 roi
ma van séng sot. Trwdc mat gior chi ¢6 nhitng canh ctra da hoan toan rong mé, ho hoan toan
khong chid y dén gi khac nira. Tat cd déu da phuc hoi nguyén dang, va bon ho ciing da leo 1én
hét cd pho twong Phat khdng 16, n6i khong chirng chi trong choc 1at nira thoi sé tim thay
gido s Phwong Tan va nhirng ngwoi khac. TAm trang Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba bat dau xao dong,
di qua hét gian thach that nay dén gian thach that khac, hai ngwoi dan 6ng twong doi tré
dan kéo dan cu ly véi lat ma A La. Thé nhung, & gian thach that nho rong chwa day nam
muoi mét vudng cudi cing, ca hai ngudi déu khong chi y dén san nha bang dong dw¢i chan
va vong tron trén san.
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Khi mét chan Trac Moc Cwdng Ba gidm 1én mat san bang dong von twéng di khong con
bit ¢t co quan nao nira, bong nghe “cheng” mot tiéng, vong dong bén dwdi san lién bién
thanh hai ntra vong ban nguyét bit tung 1én, kep 14y mdt chidn Trac Moc Cwong Ba khéa
chidt vao san nha nhu bay chudt. Pa Cat trong thiy thé, khong cin nghi ngei gi da xong ngay
dén dinh gidi ciru cho Thanh s dai nhan, “cheng”, ca anh ta cling bi mét vong déng khac
trén san khéa chat luon.

Cai khoa hinh ban nguyét chi hé ra mot 16 nhé & gitra, bAm chit vao mat ca chin Trac
Moc Cuong Ba, con nhirng cho khac déu khit khit, gin nhw khong thé tim ra dwoc moi ghép.
Trac Méc Cwong Ba nhic chan 1én, cai khda ban nguyét ciing xing xéng nhic lén theo, 16i
theo mot doan xich sat dai. Bén phia Da Cat tinh hinh ciing twong tw, anh ta thtr buéc di
miy buwéc, dwoc chirng ba mét thi khéng thé kéo di tiép dwoc nira, c6 diéu Da Cat khong
biét, d6 1a khi anh ta nhic chan buwéc thir hai, dy xich dwéi chan Trac Méc Cwong Ba da bi
kéo xudng bén dwéi. Lat ma A La budrc dén cira, vira hay trong thdy Pa Cat kéo khéa dong
va mot doan day xich to twdng 1én, con Trac Moc Cwong Ba thi dang ngoi x6m dwéi dit, van
hét strc lwc thir tach doi khéa dong ra.

Lat ma A La nhw bi sét danh, ding sitng s& trong gian thach that, trong long tham than:
“Day la... diy la San quyét dau cudi cung ma! So' y qua, so' y qua!” Cung luc iy, bPa Cat da kéo
hét soi xich, dang chuin bi dung strc giat dirt noé ra, bong nghe “cich” mot tiéng, bon vach
twong thach that déu co cat chay trao ra, bon canh cra gian thach thit va mai tran déu bat
dau cham cham ép xudng. Lat ma A La hét 1én: “La San quyét dau han dinh thoi gian! Khén
that!”

Anh mit lat ma A La quét qua, trong thach that ndy cé tdm chd san nha bang dong va san
da binh thwong xen ké nhau xép thanh hang, lién thap giong [am bam: “San quyét diu toi
hiu c6 thé chira tdm vi diing si.” Dot nhién 6ng kéu 1én: “Nhanh 1én, mau nghi cich md& khoa
ra, c6 1& ching ta con mwoi 1am phit, khong! C6 1€ chi con mwoi phut nita thoi, bang khong,
tat ca sé chét hét do.”

Da Cat 1é soi xich gin bén dwdi khéa dong ra, nghi hodc héi: “Rét cudc chuyén nay 1a thé
nao vay Phap suw dai nhan?”

Lat ma A La nghiém giong néi: “San quyét ddu cudi cling, 1 noi dung sinh ti d& phan dinh
thang thua. Nhitng cai kh6a nay mot khi da chap lai thi khong cé chia khéa nao mé ra dworc.
Hai ngui chic ciling chi y dén day xich bén dwdi khoa dong roi, chi cin s6 nguoi bi khoa
vao 1é6n hon mot, day xich bén dwéi sé tw ddong bi budc vao véi nhau, co quan duy nhit c6
thé m& khoda chinh 1a kéo day xich dwéi chén, giat khéa dong ctia d6i phwong xudng dwdi
dat, khoa ctia nguwoi khac chinh l1a chia khéa dé mé khéa cua minh.”

ba Cat néi: “Nhwng ma, chin bi khéa bén trén, lam sao ma kéo dwoc cad chum khoa xuéng
bén duwdéi san dwoc?”

Giong lat ma A La toat 1én vé lanh lung tan khdc: “Khong sai, cach duy nhat dé tu ctu
minh, chinh la chat d&t chan d6i phwong. Noi day la San quyét dau dung tinh mang dem ra
lam vat cwgc, khong giét chét hodc chat dit chan d6i phwong, thi ban thian khong c6 cach
nao thoat ra cd, cudi cung tat ca nhitng ngwoi & trong day déu khoé thoat khoi cai chét, bai vi
né con han ché thoi gian niva. Cé thay nhitng birc twong kia hay khong?”
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Nhin theo hwéng tay lat ma A La, chi thdy cat roi 14 ta trén khong trung dan dan tao thanh
phan day hinh tam giac trén twdng. Ong néi tiép: “Pay 1a mot dung cu dém gidr twong tw nhu
doéng ho cat vay, khi hinh tam giac trén twong bi cat 1ap day, vach da trén dau va clra da &
bon phia sé roi xuéng véi téc d6 nhanh hon biy gior may lan, khong ai thoat noi ca. Khong
con thoi gian nira dau, hai nguwdi cé cach gi hay khong?”

Vi khi di tiéu hao toan bo luc dwong dau vdi bon linh danh thué va giun, chang con 14y
mot vién dan.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba 14y cai cudc chim leo nui ra, dung dau nhon ngodc vao mat xich, néi:
“Bé dirt xich sat duwgc khong?”

Lat ma A La thé dai: “Chi c6 thé thi thoi.”

“Cheng”, sau ndm lan bo vao soi xich, va Ian thir sdu d6c toan lyc b6 xudng, hai tay lat ma
A La té ran ran, cai cudc chim leo ntii khong nger da gy lia ra, con xich sit thi van y nguyén.
Khip ngwoi lat ma A La nhé nhai md hoi, hai mét 16i ra: “Pay... day, tuyét doi khong phai
xich sat binh thwdng, cd miii cudc 1am bang thép rong cling khéng lam gi n6i no!”

Cat da chay ngap hon ntra hinh tam giac, Trac Moc Cuong Ba ciing quynh quang dén noi
mo héi wét dAm ca lung, chi ¢6 Da Cat 1a trAm mic khong 1én tiéng, twa hd nhw da chip
nhan s6 mang. Lat ma A La lat tim trong ba 16, khong ngitng 1dm bam: “Con céng cu nao
khac nita khong nhi? Con céng cu nao khac nira khong nhi?”

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dot nhién kéu 1én: “Bat Itra, bat Ilra han cat! Ching ta c6 thé dun chay
no ral!”

Ga va lat ma A La lién titc khic tim bat Itra trong ba 16, loai bat Iira dic chiing c6 thé phun
ra ngon ltra néng dén ba nghin d6 nay vira hay c6 thé phat huy cong dung trong truwdng hop
ndy. Lat ma A La d6t day xich cho Pa Cat, con Trac Moc Cudng Ba thi tw lo cttu minh. Ga
huwéng ngon lra vao ding moéc xich, d€ mic né thiéu dot, hoi ndng chang miy chéc da lan
dén mat c4 chan, ca c6 chan g bat dau bdc khdi trdng, mui thit chay bdc 1én x6c vao miuii,
Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghién rang chiu dung. Nhwng la mot diéu 13, mac cho ngon ltra nung
dot thé ndo, tinh dan nhiét cda soi xich sit van gitt nguyén ven, khong hé c6 d4u hiéu gi 13 sé
bi nung chdy ra ca. Trac Moc Cwong Ba cudng hét ca 1én, mot chan gidm 1én dau kia s¢i xich
sat, vira nung dadt, vira dung chan ra strc giat giat, nhuwng van khong hiéu qua gi, nguoc lai
chi cang dau thém ma thoi. Bén kia lat ma A La ciing bé tic, 6ng lén tiéng giuc gia: “Pa Cat,
dung strc giat di! Tic that, sao lai khong chay ra nhi?”

Khi nén cao ap chi da dung trong nam phut da tiéu hao sach sé, gio thi ca ba nguwoi déu
hoan toan ngiy ra. Nhiét do 1én dén ba nghin d9, sit thép binh thwdng chi cAn dung nhiét do
bang ntra con s6 4y 1a da tan chay ra roi, ba nghin do C, dén ca da ciing bi nung chay, vy ma
lai chdng 1am soi xich nay d6 1én néi. Trac Mdc Cuwdng Ba phin nd thét 1én: “Pay cin ban
khong phai 1a xich sat, diy 1a cai quai quy gi vay!” Ga bi phan hit vang chan 1én, mau chay
x8i ra tir chd vét thuwong vy, ngoai cdm gidc dau dén vi bi bong ra, khong ngo lai ¢6 ca cam
giac té té ntra.

Lic nay, tran nha da ha thap xuéng chi con mét niva do cao, clra da gio phai khom nguoi
méi chui qua dwoc. Lat ma A La ngwéc nhin kim tw thap cat trén twong, hinh tam gidc da
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day 1én ba phan tw, chi con lai moi cai chép nhon. Da Cat nhdm mat lai néi: “Phap suw dai
nhan, ngai di di, e rang t6i va Thanh st dai nhan khong di dwgc nira roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ciing néi: “Pung day, A La dai sw, ngai roi khoi day trwéce di, ching ta
khong thé chét ca ba & chd nay dwoc.”

Lat ma A La tttc gian néi: “Pi! T6i lam sao ma di dwoc? Cau bao toi bé lai hai ngudi ma di
hay sao? Vay tdi biét an néi thé nao véi ho day? Toi biét néi véi Pudng Man tiéu thw cda ciu
thé nao day? To6i biét néi véi Pirc Nhan lio gia thé nao day?”

ba Cat khan cau: “Cau xin ngai diy, hay di di, Phap sw dai nhan.” Anh gao 1én: “Ngai di ra
di!”

Lat ma A La phang phat nhw da doc dwoc trong 4nh mat Pa Cat mot sw quyét tam, ong
giang xé dau khé trong khodnh khic, cudi cung van lwa chon ling 1& roi di. Ong da biét
quyét dinh ctia Pa Cat, nhung quyét dinh nay khéng thé néi véi Cwong Ba thiéu gia dwoec.
Luc vi sw gia ra khoi gian thach that thi da phai quy ca hai chan xuéng méi bo qua clra dworc.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thé phao nhe nhom néi: “Tét qua roi, cudi cung dai sw ciing chiu di ra

V)

Irol.

“Thanh s dai nhan.” Pa Cat déi mat véi Trac Moc Cwong Ba, 1 nhi néi: “Cadm on ngai, cdm
on ngai da dwa toi di, trong gior khac den t8i nhit, ngai cling khong budng tay ra. Nho c6
ngai, ma cugc doi téi c6 y nghia, khong con 1a mét cau néi suéng nira...”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing biét Pa Cat mudén lam gi, ga voi kéu 1én: “Dirng 1am chuyén ngu
ngdc, Pa Cat, chwa dén gitr khic cudi cing thi dirng budng bé hy vong.”

Da Cat tron tron doi mat to hon ngudi thuwdng ciia minh 1én, mim cwoi nhin Trac Moc
Cwong Ba: “Co6 1€ t6i nén budng tay sdm mot chut, Thanh st dai nhan va Phap sw dai nhan
cling khong phai vi téi ma chiu khé nhoc nhiéu dén thé. Phit to6 van nang da cé an bai twr
trwdc, tir khodnh khac Thanh st dai nhan chop 14y tay toi d6 da quyét dinh vAn ménh thudc
vé ai. T6i chi 12 moét nhan vat nhé khong dang nhic dén, khong c6 tac dung gi nhiéu trong
hanh trinh tim kiém Thanh dia cia Thanh s& dai nhan, gio diy, hiy dé téi dung tinh mang
nho nhoi nay cia minh ma mé& dwdng cho ngai di!”

Con dao di rirng 16e 1én 4nh sic lanh, Da Cat van tdi da strc lwc chém manh xuéng chan
minh. Trong tiéng gao thét xé rudt ctia Trac Moc Cudng Ba, mau twoi ban tée, con dau
khing khiép khién Da Cat ngit di trong khodnh khic, roi ngay sau d6 cam giac dau dén con
dir doi hon lai lam Pa Cat swc tinh khdi con hon mé, trong mot cai nhay mat do, Pa Cat da tix
s6ng chuyén sang chét, roi lai tir chét chuyén vé sdng. Xwong chan da dit han, nhung chan
anh chwa lia ra, van con it nhiéu da thit dinh lai, gwong mit Da Cat van veo vi dau dén, chi
thiy anh nghién chat rang, dap manh vao khéa dong, 1ay thin minh lam trong tim, ra sic
gidt manh mot cai, cang chan da giy lia. Sic mat Pa Cat tai nhot nhu to gidy trdng, mau tir
vét thuong chdy 0 6 ra nhu voi nwéc. Trac Moc Cwong Ba kinh héi sitng so, lat ma A La
ngoanh mat di khong n& nhin canh twong ay. Pa Cat nghién rang chiu dwng, gwong né nu
cwoi, rat chan ra khoi khéa dong, ké do, dung than thé nho bé ctia minh hic ca Trac Moc
Cudng Ba dang hoan toan ngiy ngén lao vé phia canh ctra da dang sip déng sap lai, soi xich
dudi chan ga cling theo d6 ma kéo ra. Qua nhién, khi cai khéa dwéi chan Pa Cat chim vao
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san nha bang dong, cai khéa noi chin Trac Moc Cudng Ba lién “cach” mot tiéng, mé tung ra,
ké d6 co quan dwéi san lién xoay quin day xich lai, chuin bi kéo khéa déng vé vi tri ban
dau. Lat ma A La sém da c6 chudn bi, khi Trac Moc Cwdong Ba loang choang lai gan clra da,
ong lién tho tay vao kéo manh, tirc khac khién ga nga nhao, roi kéo ra bén ngoai, lic nay ctra
da chi cdch mat dit mot quang ding bang dau ngwdi, dau Trac Moc Cwong Ba ddp manh vao
mép cira da, ngat xiu ludn tai cho.

Luc nay Pa Cat c6 mudn ra thi dau anh ciing da khong thé chui qua ctra da dwoc nira, ma
anh cling chang con sttc ndo ma bo dén bén clra dwoc nira. Pa Cat ném ra mot vat nho, ndi
104 cudi cung véi lat ma A La: “Phap sw dai nhan, xin ngai hdy mang Thanh thach giao cho Ca
Ca. Ca th& nay nira, bo c6 4y dirng doi toi & cong thon lam gi nira.”

Canh ctra d4 chAm chdm ha xuéng, Pa Cat ciing cdm thiy nhiét d6 va thé lwc theo dong
mau tir tir chay ra khai co thé, mot tia y thirc con tinh tao cudi cing ciia anh phang phit nhw
quay tré vé véi qua khir may nam vé truwédce, dwdi goc ciy bach 16m, cd dam tré con dang vui
duaami.

“Diét Bat, Diét Bat, Da Cat Diét Bat... Diét Bat, Diét Bat, Da Cat Diét Bat...”

Dira bé trai gy go quy dwdi dat, toat 1én vé quat cwong, quyét khong dé nwdc mat chay
ra, van lon tiéng cdi: “Tao khong phai Diét Bat! Tao khong phai!”

“Plng may roi, dung may roi, b6 may la Piét Bat, may ciling la Piét Bat! Mai mai may cling
van la biét Bat!”

“Doi ma xem di, tao sé tré thanh tho san giéi nhat lang nay, Thanh s dai nhan dén thén
lang, s& chi dAn minh tao di tho6i!” Dtra bé trai thoc tay sdu xuéng bun, bop that chit.

Sau khi bon tré con da di hét, né dirng lén, kinh ngac nhin c6 bé gai truwéc mat minh, buc
doc héi: “Nay, con bé kia? Sao may van khong di? Vira ndy khong phai chinh anh trai may
dAu téu bat nat tao ha? C4n than tao danh may diy!”

“U'... cai... anh khong 1am thé& dau.” D6i mat cd bé rat sang, twa nhw biét noi chuyén vay. Co
rut reé noéi, cii ddu mat dé birng: “Xin 10i, em thay anh trai xin 16i anh. Hom 4y, céi con dé con
4y, w... em biét 1a anh di ctru no, céi... w... cAm on anh nhiéu 1am.”

DPira bé trai cwdi dc doc: “Hay. Cdm on thi phai c6 thanh y chi, rm, phai lam thé nao nhi,
thé nay di nhé, sau nay lam vo tao di.”

“Lam vo la cai gi?”

“Vo 4y ha? Chinh la c6 banh bo thi ciing an, c6 tra sira thi cing uéng, ngay ngay déu choi
chung.”

“That khong ha? Hay quéa di, anh phai gitt 101 ddy nhé.”

“Dugc, nao, mdc tay nao, khong dwoc héi hdn ddu nhé. Nhung ma, gi¢r tao phai vao rirng
day, a ba bao roi, chi ¢ rirng sdu mai day ching ta thé nao dé tré thanh the sian wu td nhit,
& trong thon thi khdng hoc dwoc dau. Tao nhit dinh sé cho may ldo gia trong thon iy biét,
DPa Cat ndy méi la the sdn gidi nhat thén Cong B6, Pa Cat nay mdi la ngwdoi Thanh s dai
nhan coi trong, hu!”
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“U... vy em sé & cong thén doi anh vé nhé, dirng quén 1oi hira cla ching ta day.”

Nhitng manh vun Ky &c biang qua dong séng nam thang, 4m thanh ctra da ha xuéng ning
né khién ca gian thach that chim vao tam toi, phang phit nhw cam gidc dwoc tran da ap 1én
co thé minh, Pa Cat thay than thé minh lanh budt, lanh hon bit c& lGc nao. Trong béng téi,
khong c6 anh sang, dau gac 1én san nha bang lanh, that yén tinh, Pa Cat chAm chim nham
mit lai.
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Ke di san va con moi

Sau nguoi, da c6 bon ngwoi G rit mét méi khdong phin chin 1én néi. Trwong Lip, Nhac
Dwong vai tréi vai phai déu khong thé nhic 1én; chan gido sw Phwong Tan sung vi, bat dic
di danh phai rach quén ngoai ra, tranh dé nén cang qua sé gy thanh bam huyét con nghiém
trong hon; Ba Tang mit miii bAm dap, co bdp canh tay cAm stng khong ngirng co giat;
Puong Man da thay d6i vé diu dang thwong ngay, tré thanh nir chién si khong biét guc ng3,
gwong mit nhu bup bé s 4y trang nhot dén dang so, than th€ manh mai nhw cong chia
Thién Nga van kién cwong dirng virng nhu thé bén trong 1a c6t thép gan dong, khong hiéu 1a
tin niém gi da chong d& cho cd nhw thé; mot ngudi phu nit khac dang lau di vét mau trén
tran, déi mat khong ngét nhin chdm chim vé phia truwdc, nhin gwong mat nghiém nghi va tw
thé oai huing 4y cda c6 khién nguwdi ta hoan toan khong thé nhin ra co bi thwong ning nhe
thé nao; néu cd nhdm nguwdi ndy déu phai nga xudng, chic chan co sé 1a ngwdi cudi cung.
Khi ciing lac bi ddm day leo va bon linh ddnh thué tin cong tip kich, chinh ngwoi phu nir
nay, véi trec gidc va nang lwc phan tich kinh ngwoi ciia minh, da dan cd nhém xdng ra khéi
con dwdng chét chéc dy, dong thoi con vong ra phia trudec ddm ngudi do Max dan dau. Mic
du trén dwong c6 giao chién véi ba nhém phén ti vii trang bi tich ra, nhwng hai bén vira
ti€p cin nhau da tirc khic tan ra, n6 sing bén trong cai hang dong nhw cai may nghién thit
do that chang khac nao tw sat ca. Nhac Dwong sau khi néi con khung dién gao thét Kiét Kiét
gi d6 & Thap twdng tu tai dién, da binh tinh trd lai. Sw thwec thi tir sau luc 4y, bon ho déu vira
danh vira rut, L&r Canh Nam ciling khong tra héi sdu hon, con Trwong Lap thi da hoi hai lan,
nhung Nhac Dwong déu lang sang chuyén khac.

Bi bon tén Max bam riét khong ro1i, bon ho vira chay qua chay lai khdp xung quanh huyét
tri lrng lo gitra khong trung ay, vira dong thoi tim kiém 16i ra va tdm ban do6 c6 kha nang
xudt hién. Theo chi thi ctia Lir CAnh Nam, ho c6 ging hét sirc khong né sting giao chién véi
ddi phwong, tranh dwoc thi tranh, dén Iuc bt dac di méi ban vai phat sung dé dan cu ly.

Ba Tang rut dau vao trong ctra, lac nheé nhe, td y 1a tam thoi khéng c6 ngudi bam theo. Lit
Canh Nam d3o mat quan sat xung quanh, twa ho da khéng con con dwong nao khéc, tir day
di ti€p l1én chlrng bay tdm tAng nita 1a hinh nhuw lai tré vé gan chd ban dau di xudng khdi lap
phwong nay roi. Co binh tinh phéan tich: “Nhém bay nguwdi dau tién va hai bong nguwoi dén
sau d6 co6 1é da gap nhau roi, nhuwng ho khong né sing, vy thi dé 1a cing mdot bon. Gi»
chiing ta dang phai d6i mat v&i chin tén c6 vii trang, c6 1é day la s6 nguoi con lai cudi cung
cda chung roi, khong tach ra chiém linh cac vi tri quan trong chirng t6 chi huy ctia ching bit
lwe, e 1a Ben khong & trong dam nay. Chung ta cin phai tim thiy ban doé trudc bon ching,
phong 6c & day ching ta da kiém tra hét c3, ro rang khéng phai 1a noi dé cac do vat quy
trong, phia truwdc 1a doan ré cudi cung roi, néu van khong thé tim ra dwong nao khac thi
ching ta danh phai roi khoi day thoi.”

Gi4do sw Phwong Tan chinh lai gong kinh: “Ché nay c6 1& 1a noi siu nhit cla twong Phat
roi, mudn roi khoi thi chi con cach di ngwoc dwong cli ma tré lai dd.”
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L& CAnh Nam khong néi nang gi, di ngwoc dwong cii trd lai tiec 1a thé nao, chuyén nay co
khong can gidi thich nita. Trdm ngdm hoi 1au, cudi cung c6 ciing budng mot tiéng: “Dlrng
dirng lai.”

“Cach cach”, gido sw Phwong Tan gidm giy mot bAc thang hinh tron, phat ra tiéng dong
lén. Treong Lap va Nhac Dwong dirng phia sau vdi viron tay ra kéo ong lai, ké dich bén
dwéi lap tirc c6 phan ng. Lir CAnh Nam canh giac quan sat bén dwéi mot lwot, roéi vung
sung l1én noéi: “Can than mot chat, dé toéi di mé dwong cho.”

Puong Man ciing giat chdt an toan, ndi: “Tdi doan hau.” B6n ngwoi dan 6ng di gitra déu
14y lam ngwgng ngung.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba tinh lai, nhan 1dy di vat ctia Pa Cat tir tay lat ma A La, mot cai Thién
chiu va mot cai kén ngoc, trAim mic trudc cdnh cra d4 suét muwdi phut dong ho, canh clra
hoan toan khéng hé c6 vé gi la sé mé ra lan nira ca.

“Ké tir hdm nay, cai mang nay ctia Pa Cat, chinh la cia Thanh s dai nhan roi, Pa Cat sé
theo Thanh st dai nhan di khap Tam thién dai thién thé gi¢i. Du dem than minh xuéng A Ty
dia nguc, chiu dd mwoi tdm loai kho s& dén dau, cling nhit thiét bao vé binh an cho Thanh
st dai nhan.”

Hinh &nh Pa Cat vd nguc thé thét van con hién hién trwdc mat, khi y ga chi cudi cwoi
cho qua, thé ma gio day, Pa Cat da dung tinh mang cta chinh minh dé xac nhan loi thé iy,
Da Cét... Trac Mdc Cudng Ba nén ndi bi thwong xudng day long, cat di vat ctia Pa Cat vao tui
ap sat nguc, can dam xoay nguoi lai: “Pai su, chiing ta di thoi.” Lat ma A La da nhin thdy
trong mat ngudi dan 6ng nay loi ly giai vé sinh ménh siu sidc hon han mot bic, l1ong thim
nha: “Cwong Ba thiéu gia, cudi cung ciu cling din linh ngd ra ré6i, diy chinh la con dwong
cau phai trai qua do, con dwong cia cudc doi cau.”

Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba khong roi nwéc mat, ga phai mang theo sw ¢6 chip va kién cudong cla
Da Cat ma di ti€p hanh trinh nay, g dang din tin chic rang tim kiém Bac Ba La 1a st ménh
ma sO phin da an bai cho g3, day la s&* ménh cda ga! Thong dao nay rat dai, cang di cang xa
khoi phan bi dam day leo pha kin. Prng trwdc hai 16i ré, Trac Moc Cwong Ba chon hwéng di
sau vao bén trong vach d4, ga tin rang gido sw Phwong Tan va nhitng ngwdi khac cling sé
chon con dwong nay. Pi trong bong téi hoi 1au, cudi cing hai nguoi cling tim thay 16i ra. b6
la mot canh clra ngadm, ctra mé& ra, phia trwéc la thong dao hinh vuéng mau dé son, trén
twong l1a hinh dnh Y Xa Na Thiénaw dang gidng yéu trir ma. Xwong cét day dat hinh vé than
ma chi chit trén twong méi dau cling khién hai ngwoi chan dong mit mot lic, nhung chi
trong chdc lat ho da dinh than tré lai, & chan twong, miy ngwoi bon gido sw Phwong Tan da
dé lai ddu hiéu rit rd rang dé thay. Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La dwa mét nhin nhau,
cudi cling ciing 16 ra mot chit han hoan, bon ho 14n theo d4u hiéu dé lai, bit dau gi® hét t6c
lwc dudi theo nhém nguwoi do Lir CAnh Nam dan dau.

Lic nay ddm L&t CAnh Nam da di hét dwong, sau khi roi khoi khoi lap phwong, vach nui
mé bén lai c6 mot thong dao hinh vuéng nira, rong chirng chuc mét, bac thang vé so, cang di
cang lén cao din. Hai bén la gia nén diu den, bén trén c6 Phi Thién da xoa bay trén khéng
ddi nhin xudng, chin twdong bén dwdi cham néi vo s6 than Phit, bén trong thong dao 1a hai
hang Chuyén kinh luan@ con bao ton kha hoan hao, c6 xwong cdt nim phd phuc bén trén,
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tdn cing con dwong 1a mot canh clra, d6 hinh Nhi thap bat td trén gb muc van con 1o mo
nhén ra dwoc. Mot diéu & diy khién nguwoi ta phai rung minh la nhirng cai xac khé ding bén
canh Chuyén kinh luin, tit ca hoan toan khac v&i nhirng xwong cot la liét dwdi dat, ding
thang nghiém trang, twa nhw bdo vé cho Chuyén kinh luin vay, thdm chi c6 x4c kho con
dang két thu 4n, nhin bé ngoai thi c6 vé nhw déu la nhitng nguoi dirng chét & ddy mot cach
hét strc an nhién tw tai.

L&t Canh Nam c4n thin d4y nhe hai canh ctta gb ra, nhung két qua van lam chting d6 sip
xudng, tung 1én mot ddm bui mu mit. Khdng degi bui cat tan di, b6n ngwdoi trong nhom da
x0ng vao trong noi dién. Pwong Man va Ba Tang ding & hai goc kiém soat dong tinh ctia ké
dich, ldc can thiét thi chdn danh ching bén ngoai.

Gian ndi dién chim siu trong vach nti nay cwc ky quai di, ddy ctra ra lién phat hién bén
trong ching qua chi 1a mét vong hanh lang rong diu chirng ba mét. Chinh dién 1a mét bic
twong da, trén twong c6 kha nhiéu clra, mot s6 canh cira da sap hoan toan, xac chét rai khap
xung quanh, trong ctra lai khong phai 16i thong, ma la nhitng am Phit riéng ré, the phung
nhitng vi thAn Phat ba mat hinh dang khac nhau. Ca phia bén kia birc twdng ciing vay, vach
da c6 vo sb6 hoc khoét dé tho Phit, 1én nhé du ca, nho thi chiéu cao chiéu rong déu khong
qué ba mét, 16n thi cao cd chuc mét. Vong hanh lang nay chiéu ngang chirng mot tram nam
muwoi mét, chiéu dai khodng hai trdm mét, quiy thanh hinh chir nhit. Vong diu tién da c6
khong dwdi tram pho twong Phat 16n nhd, tit cad déu khong bi pha hoai nghiém trong 1am,
hau hét van con gitt dwoc nguyén ven. Di hét vong twong Phat thir nhat, & giita lai c6 mot
vong twong nira, hét vong nay dén vong khac, tdng cong c6 bon vong twong Phit nhw thé,
16n nhé c6 khoang hon ba tram pho, cing hwéng mat vao phia trong. Chinh gitra Ia mét toa
dai do vo s6 canh tay gio l1én troi chéng do, boc iy toa dai & trung tAim nhw nhirng canh
hoa, chi tiéc 1a trén d6 chang c6 gi hét. Nhac Dwong that vong nhay khai toa dai, 1ac lac dau.

Gido sw Phwong Tan khap khiéng di t¢i, vé ti€c nudi noi: “Bi ngwoi ta 13y di rdi a? Cho nay
c6 1é 1a dan té quan trong nhat roi, thir dat & giira kia tuyét doi khong phai Thanh vat tim
thuong, nhin cach sip xép nhirng twong Phat nay c6 1€ 1a mot hinh Man Da La nao do thi
phai, 6i, that tiéc qua.”

Trwong Lap ndi: “Xung quanh van con ba canh cira, chwa chic da khong tim thiy ma.”

Lic nay, ngoai ctra bdng ¢ tiéng sting vang lén, Lir CAnh Nam néi: “Bon chiing duéi téi
noi roi, ching ta di qua canh ctra phia T4y, hoa lwc cia ta khong thé ap ché dwgc chung dau.
Goi Pwong Man va Ba Tang rut tré vé di, d€ nhirng twong Phat nay tam thoi 1am chiing mé
hodc mot luc, con ching ta thi gang strc tranh thu thoi gian, tim hét mot lwot tit ca nhirng
noi con lai.”

Gian phong phia T4y chita toan ang 16n, dinh dong, ruong g6 boc thép to nhw quan tai,
trén twdng van vé nhitng tranh thian Phat khong ai nhan ra ndi, rudt ang rong khong dung
gi, con trong dinh dong thi x&p gon ghé mot déng dau 1au, mot s6 da bi phat bay nép so, 16
ra mot 16 tron to hoac. Trong rrong go khdng hiéu c6 thit gi, Trwong Lap 14y hét can dam lai
gan mé& mot cai ra, phat hién bén trong c6 nhiéu binh gdm dwoc xép ngay ngin gon gang, c6
vé gidng nhw nhitng binh gdm & Canh ctra Sinh ménh, miéng binh déu duoc trat kin bang
vita. Nhac Duwong 6m thir mot cai 1én lac lic, qua nhién bén trong c6 nwéc. Nhung gido sw

https://thuviensach.vn



Phwong Tan cho rang khong nén tluy tién mé ra. L&t Canh Nam ciing nghi nén doi can bo
chuyén mon cta nha nwéc dén kiém tra xem xét, cai reong gb thi hai vay 1a cling khong
phai mé ra nira. Mot goc phong chit day cac thi dao cu quai di, trén twong treo rit nhiéu
mit na trong nhw mit na ctia bd mén kich TAy Tang, kich c& chirng bang han mot cai thuan
bai, dwéi chan twong chit dong diy cac vat khi nhw bia xwong, chuéng, chay kim cwong.
Cho nay c6 vé nhw 1a mot cai kho. Khong xem xét k, ca doan ngudi voi di vao mot canh cira
khac chuyén sang gian phong phia chinh Bic. O day tran thiét rit phirc tap, may chuc cay
tru da déu duoc tac thanh hinh ngudi ding. Chinh gitra 1a mot pho twong Phat nam tw thé
ky di, nglra mit 1én troi, triv nhirng cai da giy lia, tong cong c6 muwoi ba canh tay gio 1én
khong trung, twa nhw dang doi giat thir gi do, lai twa nhw dang vung vay vat 10n, ba gwong
mit déu vin veo mudn nhin thiy bau trdi, x€p thanh mot hang thang. Nhin téng thé, pho
twong hét nhw mot con rét bi 1at nguwoc, hai diy canh tay dai van dang nhung nhic chuyén
dong. Bén duwdi twong Phat 13 giwong kho 14u, mot con rdn mang banh quédn lwon xung
quanh, nghén cao dau 1én & phia chinh dién. Twong Phat ndm nay dai khoang hon chuc mét,
giwvong kho 1au bén dwéi 12 dung diu ldu ngwdi that xAu thanh tirng chudi ma ghép lai.
Ngoai ra trong ca gian phong khong con vat gi khac nita. Btrc bich hoa 1én trén birc twdng
phia d6i dién véi clra da bi tréc 1& nghiém trong, xem ra c6 vé nhw 1y phan eo twong Phit
nam lam trung tAm ma tréc 1& ra theo hinh dwong tron dong tAm. Gido sw Phwong Tan dinh
kiém tra kj xem nguyén nhan tai sao bich hoa bi tréc ra, noi diy khoé rao tinh 1ang, nhirng
birc bich hoa & xung quanh déu van con nguyén ven, tai sao birc nay lai tréc ra mot mang
16n nhw thé? Nhwng 6ng chwa kip xem ky thi da nghe Nhac Dwong thic giuc: “Pi théi gido
sw, ching ta dén gian phong tiép theo.”

Buéc 1én bic thang cudi cung, phia truedc la clra I16n mé réng, trong tdi Soares vang lén
tiéng “tit tit”, y 1y bo diéu khién trong nhw chiéc dién thoai di dong 4y ra, thiy da sang dén
xanh, lién mirng r& noéi: “Co tin hiéu roi, xem ra chd nay da gin 1én mat dat, khéng con bi
nhiéu séng nira.”

Merkin néi: “Viy con khéng mau tha dam linh trinh sat cia anh ra di! Lan nay ton that
1é6n qua roi, toi khéng muon ting thém so6 thwong vong nira dau.”

Soares git dau: “Chuyén ay dwong nhién réi.” Dt 1o lién kéo ba 16, mét con bo ciu deo
ang ten trén diu dip canh phanh phach bay vao trong canh ctra.

Toan bd gian dién dwong nay la mot hinh chit nhat, ngoai gian Thién Phat dién & gitra ra,
ba gian con lai 1an lwot & ba phia Péng, T4y, Bic, di hét mot vong thi phat hién & day khong
con dwong ra nao khac. Luc nay sau ngwoi dang & gian dién phia Pong, cling la gian cuoi
cung, con bon Merkin thi da vao Thién Phat dién, lam phat ra tiéng dong rat 1én. Trwong
Lap nam chidt khiu sung trong tay noi: “Danh liéu v&i bon ching vay.”

Li#r Cinh Nam dirng phia sau birc twong bén canh ctra, nhe giong néi: “Khong voi, tam thoi
ching van chwa phat hién ra ching ta, du chwa biét noi nay khong con 16i ra nao khac, thi
cling khéng thé biét chung ta dang & dau, c liéu tinh hinh réi tinh sau. Du cho ching vao
theo hwéng nao, ching ta déu c6 thé thoat ra tir mot canh clra khac.” C6 ddo mat nhin
quanh gian dién cu6i cung, noi diy nhiéu phan c6 vé gidng mot cong trweong khai thac da
hon, vach twong da bi khoét thanh 16 16n & khip noi, dwéi dat dé€ bira bai da kiéu twong
Phat thanh hinh va chwa thanh hinh, xen 14n trong ddm twong da 1a vo s6 xwong kho.
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Gido sw Phwong Tan khéng ddm chdm tré mot phut nao, ndi dung trong bén gian dai dién
quéa doi phong phd, ma thoi gian lai cAp bach, 6ng khong thé quay phim hét toan bo duoc.
Chang han, trén twdng gian dai dién nay treo day nhirng birc thangka mau den, vi khong c6
anh sang nén thwc sy rat khé biét ching mé ta gi, ké ca c6 thiét bi nhin trong bong téi thi
cling chi nhian dwgc hinh anh mo m&, nhwng chi riéng nhitng hinh &nh mo mo 4y thoéi cling
da khién gido sw Phwong Tan kinh hai dén toat hét cd mo héi lanh roi. Vi nhirng bic
thangka mau den nay hinh nhw déu mé ta canh twong té mau, té ngwoi séng va cac vu thuit
cO clia nguoi xua.

Sau khi xem xét ky tinh hinh, ddm nguwoi cia Merkin tién vao Thién Phat dién. V&i su hod
tro quan sat tir trén cao cta “trinh sat binh”, miy co quan nho tw phat ra tiéng dong bé tri
trong dién da hoan toan bai 19, ké nghi hodc ké dich ctia Lir CAnh Nam ciing v6 tac dung.
Merkin nhay 1én bé twong Phit nghin tay & chinh giita gian dién, nhin bé twong tréng khéng
va diu chin bén canh, cuéng cudéng kéu lén: “Bi ching liy di mat roi, mau duoi cho tao!”

“Guwom da.” Soares 1én tiéng, “nhin cho rd, tuy vét chAn ndy mai gidm 1én, nhung ché dit
do vat thi da tréng tir 1au 1am roéi. Khong phai chiing 14y dAu, c6 1€ 1a ching ta lai mdt phen
cbng toi vo ich roi.”

“Khong thé nao, nhat dinh 1a & day!” Merkin hoi néi cau, d€ mit bao nhiéu th ha nhw
vay, thuc sw hdn kho ma nghi cho théng dworc.

Soares dirng & chinh gitra bé twong ndi: “Gidr cé ba canh ctra, ctra nao cling déng c3, ching
ta dudi theo hwéng nao day?”

Merkin thim tinh todn trong dau, chia quin lam ba dwong thi khong da nguoi, tip trung
vao mot hwéng thi c6 khi lai bi d6i phwong 1én 1at chay mat cling khong chirng. Nghi doan,
han lién sap x&p: “Loi Ba, Dinh, Dat Kiét, LAm, b6n thang ching may theo Karl truy kich
ching n6, ddm con lai & diy canh ctra vé&i tao, khdng dé dira nao thoat hét.”

Soares cudi khiing khuc néi: “C6 thé st dung thiét bi dién ti roi thi chuyén gi ciing dé ca
thoi.” Y deo thiét bi hdng ngoai nhin trong bong t6i 1én, 1p microphone vao tai, &n mot cai
nit trén thi vii khi dang cAm, than stng to twéng bat dau xoay chuyén, mé ra bén canh mot
man hinh video, bén canh con c6 mot bao da nhd, chiéc may diéu khién sinh vat clia Soares
cdm vao hét sirc vira van. Nhitng ngwdi khac ciing 1an lwot gan thiét bi thong tin, thiét bi
nhin trong boéng t6i va cac thiét bi dién tr khac, vii trang day dt dén tin rang. Soares thir
lién lac v&i Merkin qua thiét bi truyén thong, xac dinh tin hiéu khong gap tré ngai gi, lién
mot tay gio sung tién dén canh clra & phia Tay: “Xuat phat théi cdc anh ban! Ching ta di san,
nhwng ché dé con moi lam bi thwong diy nhé.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La dirng & chd cao nhat clia quan thé Kkién triic 1ap thé,
kinh ngac thét 1én: “Day 1a chd nao vay?”

Lat ma A La ciing khong tra 1o dwoc cau hdi ctia g3, chi traim ngam suy tu: “Day la dau?
Sao ta chwa tirng nghe ndi dén nhi? Trong cac tai liéu cling khéng hé c6 bat cir ghi chép nao
phai khéng nhi? Chiang 1& day 1a trung tAm bi mat cia Thanh luyén duwong hay sao? Nhin
hinh dang nay, ro rang la do ca nghin cai huyét tri dan xen chong chéo ghép lai ma thanh.
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U'm, cin phai bao cdo vé noi nay cho Hoi déng Trwdng ldo méi dwgc, n6i khong chirng lai 4n
chira bi mit vé s bién mat cia Thanh gido chiung ta.”

Ong cat tiéng héi: “Thé nao roi? C6 phat hién ky hiéu ctia ho dé lai khong?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba bwéc di may budc, chot kéu 1én: “Cé roi! O day nay, ching ta xudng
dwéi d6 thoi”

Hai nguwoi lao nhanh vun vt gitta cic gian huyét tri, hét gian nay réi lai dén gian khac, ky
hiéu cda may nguoi trong nhém gido sw Phwong Tan dé lai hét sirc ro rang, hién nhién la
khong don gian chi dé chi dan phwong hwdng cho bon gi, nhém cda gido sw tirng tim kiém
dudng ra trong cai huyét tri nhiéu tAng dan xen 1an nhau nay, nén c6 rat nhiéu ky hiéu 1a dé
danh d4u 16i ré. C6 dwoc nhitng dau hiéu nay, Trac Moc Cudng Ba va lat ma A La thoai mai
hon rat nhiéu. Tuy nhién, Trac Moc Cwong Ba chot nhin dén nhitng mau sic bat mat trén
cau thang, ndi: “Nhirng ky hiéu nay khong phai cia may nguwoi trong nhéom gido sw Phwong
Tan dé lai, trong con néi hon ca ky hiéu cda chung ta niva.”

Lat ma A La nghiém tdc néi: “U'm, nhitng ky hiéu nay cling vira méi danh vao thoi, khong
phai ho lwu lai, thi 1a cia bon tén Ben chang sai. Bon ching cling mo dwgc dén day roi,
ching ta phai nhanh chéng tap hop dodi ngii, khong con thoi gian quan sat nhirng gian
phong ky quai nay dau, dé nghién cru sau vay. Di thoi.” Loi 6ng con chwa dirt, trong béng
t6i xa xa bong c6 tiéng sung ving dén, kém theo ca tiéng lvu dan né vang.

Trén cao van con ba ngwdi nita dang quan sat Trac Moc Cwong Ba va lat ma A La, tén
miéng rong dau nhon & mé ngoai ndi véi tén bén trai: “Bon ching di roi, ching ta cling mau
bam theo tho6i.” Trong miéng han dudng nhw dang ngdm thir gi dd, néu c6 4nh deén at sé
nhan ra, dé chinh la thi diy leo gip nwéc sé phinh to ra kia, gior ddy mot mau day leo ay
dang bi han nhai trong mdm nhuw nhai mét con sau béo mam. Ké nay tén 1a LAm Nhan.

Tén & giita trén mat co vét seo rat ndi bat, ro rang chinh 1a TAy Mé. Chi nghe TAy Mé than
nhién noéi: “Ché dudi gdp nhw vay, sé bi phat hién do, chung ta chi c6 ba nguwoi, con ching
thi hinh nhw 1a Ian theo ky hiéu cia dong bon ma dén day, ai biét dwoc phia trwdc con bao
nhiéu dra nira.”

Ngudi dirng bén phai TAy Mé van vé chom rau ciin c&n néi: “Néu khong dwoc thi ching ta
ctt theo dwong cli ma tré ra di, ding nao thi co quan ciing dirng lai hét ca roi.” Tén nay 1a HO
Chi Quan.

Tay Mé ndi: “Xem binh tinh thé& ndo roi tinh sau.” Han vira ditt 10, lién nghe thay tiéng
sung.

Soares mé& canh clra phia Tdy ra, nhwng khong x6ng vao ma chi tha hai con b6 ciu trinh
sat m& dwong. Bo ciu chao liéng trén khong trung truyén vé hinh anh toan canh qua ong
kinh nhin dém, réi bay mot vong theo mép twong, thang dén gian dai dién phia Pong.

Trwong Lap thi thAm noéi: “Ching di phia bén kia, ching ta xdng ra nhé?”

“Doi chat da, cd vé khong 6n 1dm, hinh nhw ching chia 1am hai nhém, c6 mot nhém tran &
gian dai dién chinh gitta.” Lt&r Cinh Nam ngoanh dau lai nhin Ba Tang. Ba Tang ciing nhiu
may lai. Nhay cdm nghé nghiép da cho hai ngwoi biét, nguy co dang tir tir ap sat dén.
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“O Kia, cai gi thé kia?” Nhac Dwong ha giong kéu 1én day kinh ngac. Trwong Lap ciing
trong thay, ngay sau do lién thé phao mét tiéng: “C6 quai gi ddu ma phai kinh ngac dén thé,
chi la mot con b6 ciu théi ma.”

“Bo cau! O day sao lai c6 bd cau dwoc!” Ca hai gin nhw ciing ltc 16e 1én suy nghi nay trong
dAu, déu gidt minh kinh hai.

Soares nhin nét mat kinh hoang ludng cudng ctia Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lip trén man
hinh, quay sang néi véi Merkin: “Gian dai dién nay da bit kin ro6i, ching & sau canh ctra phia
Pong, toi x6ng vao day, anh chan ctra nhé. Hir, khong chay thoat dwoc dau.”

“Bi phat hién r6i!” L&t CAnh Nam la ngwdi dau tién c6 phan &ng, tung chan dap bay canh
clra d3 muc nat, ném ra hai qua lvu dan sang, trwdc tién 1am nhiéu loan tAm nhin va kha
ning nghe cla ké dich, k& d6 vung tay 1én, dan theo ca nhém lui vé phia sau, dong thoi gai
mot qua min khoi hen gior trén vach da. Hai con bo ciu kia bay trong bong toi, xem ra muén
tiéu diét ching trong thoi gian ngén 12 khong thé nao roi.

Nhirng ké truy kich théng thwong déu co trong tay hoa lwc manh hon, diéu nay ciling tao
ra cho ching tim ly tw cao tw dai, néu quay nguwoc tré lai phan kich pha dau, it nhit phe
minh ciing chiém dwoc wu thé vé tAm ly, Lir Cinh Nam nghi vay, nén vira rat lui vira sap xép
phwong an tac chién trong vai déng tac tay gon ghé. Hai nhém cudi cung ciing gip nhau
trong gian dai dién phia Bac.

Qua nhién, Soares dang chay dud6i khong hé diéu khién b6 ciu trinh sat, nghe thiy tiéng
no trong dai dién va tiéng sung phan kich cta bon Merkin, y nghi mét cach dwong nhién
rang, ké dich dang giao chién véi Merkin trong dai dién, con minh thi vira hay vong ra phia
sau tap kich, khéng ngo déi phwong lai gido hoat quay dau tré lai, thanh ra lic cé béng
nguwoi xult hién trong thiét bi nhin dém, y con twédng dé 1a ngwdi phe minh niva.

N6i né sung 1a nd sing ngay, hai t6p ngu¢i déu nam thup xudng dat, ban nhau tan loan. Vi
nhit thoi so y, nén cac san phdm khoa hoc ky thuit cao cia Soares nhw la sinh vit diéu
khién tir xa, sung quay ngoat dwgc, khda dién tir... déu khdng kip mang ra st dung.

Con bon Merkin thi bi lwvu dan sdng che mat tdm nhin, twdng ké dich thira co tin céng, chi
biét chia sung vao ctra ma ban Am Am trong quing sang chdi 1oa, doi dén khi nhan ra cé
diéu bat 6n, thi min khoi hen gi¢ lai dot nhién bung 1én, mu md mit mit khién bon hin
khong ddm mao hiém xéng vao canh ctra phia Pong d6. Pén lic tiéng sting no di doang vang
1én trong gian dién phia Bac, Merkin lai lo c6 ngudi ndp phia sau man khoi, doi khi nao khoéi
tan hét sé& tir phia sau tran ra tip kich, vy nén van khéng dam vong déng. Mic du vi khi
trang bi clia bon Lit CAnh Nam khéng bang ddm ngwdi Merkin, Soares, nhwng trong cudc
chién nay, vira mé&i bat ddu nhém ctia ¢ da chiém dwoc thé thwong phong roi.
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Poi dau quyeét chién

Hai bén vay quanh twong Phat ndm trong gian dién phia Bac trién khai chién d4u, mot
bén tidn cong mot bén phong thy, ti€éng sing vang diy, lwvu dan n6 4m am, anh lra khong
ngirng chép nhay 16e 18n, bui d4 bin tung tée mu mit, chdc chdc lai c6 nhitng phét sing bin
vao tru da chéch di hoic d6i huwéng. Gian dién phia Bic nay c6 rat nhiéu tru da, lai thém pho
twong Phat to twéng chan & gitra, bén ndo mudn xong 1én ciing déu hét strc khé khan. Theo
chi thi cia Lir CAnh Nam, nhan lic cudc chién hdn loan vira bit dau, Ba Tang va gido suw
Phwong Tan da chiém vi tri bén canh twong Phat ndm. Con Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong thi
loi dung canh tay twong Phat ndm yém ho, 13ng 1& chiém linh cao diém, nhin qua khe hé&
gitra cac canh tay, hai ngwdi [an tim vi tri noi c6 dnh ltra 16e 1én trong bong téi.

Merkin néi vao thiét bi lién lac: “Ching c6 bao nhiéu nguoi?”

Soares dap: “0' day hén loan 13m, nhin khong ré. Um, ché chét, sing nhé ma ciing gém
that day.”

Merkin nhin hai khung clra mot t6i mét sang phia truwedc mat, thap giong néi: “Can than,
14p tirc dén chi vién cho cic anh day.” Noi doan han lién vay tay véi Max dang dirng canh, ra
hiéu cho tén thudc ha than tin thi thdm do héa lwc ctia d6i phwong. Max dan theo hai tén
linh d4anh thué chia sting vao man kh6i mu mit ban tia tirng phat mot, roi ban quét mot loat
dan dai, déu khong thiy cé hoéi dap, ké dé lién sir dung phwong phap dan xen héa luc yém
ho 14n nhau, chAm chim tién lai gn khu vuc khéi mu.

“Chiu,” m6t man swong mau tung tée bung ra, cd ban tia ctia Trwong Lap dat hiéu qua rat
tot, mot phat trang dau luén. Nhac Dwong thay thé lién quay sang phia anh gio mdt ngon
tay céi l1én. Trwong Lap dac y cudi cwoi, gion mat 3, du thé nao thi anh may day cling xuit
than tr bd dodi diac ching, mot chut cong phu nay thi van phai c6 chit. “Bup”, Nhac Dwong
cling ban trung dui mot tén linh danh thué, tén d6 dau qua nga vat ra, lién d€ 16 hinh tich, bi
khau tiéu lién tw dong 5,8 li ki€u QBZ03 cta Ba Tang ha sat. Soares tirc toi quat chiri: “Cai 1a
ngu xuin, bon ching & trén twong Phat 4y, ban tap trung vao cho tao.”

Noi nay c6 qua nhiéu tru da, khién khéng thé ném lwu dan mét cach chuin xac dwoc, vi
vay than thé twong Phat nam tréng nhw 16 chdu mai nay thanh ra lai rat an toan. That may
la wu thé nho nhoi nay da dwoc L&t Canh Nam phét hién ra trwéc d6i phwong mot buéec.
Trwong Lap va Nhac Duwong mbi ngwdi bdn mét phat sting xong ciing biét chic chdn minh
sé bi 16, sbm da trwot xuéng khoi twong Phit, trwedc d6 con ngdm ngdm gid tro trén cac
canh tay twong d4, bay gio ca hai anh chang lau ca déu dang nip bén duwdi bé twong ma dém
nguwoc.

“Nam, bon, ba, hai, mét!” Nhac Dwong vira dém dit 1o, mét tiéng nd 1én vang 1én, “Am
am”, mot canh tay twong da da dwoc cho né dinh huwdéng thanh cong, lao vit dén chd bon
Soares dang nip. Canh tay bay vao giira trin dia ctia Soares, lién “bum” mot tiéng, lai né lan
th hai, d4 vun ban ra nhw nhitrng manh dan nhd, tdn cong ddi phwong trén pham vi rong.
“Good!” Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap gio canh tay con lai ra dap vao nhau chdc mirng.
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Soares khong thé khong phat tin hiéu ciu vién, 16n tiéng goi: “Lam tro gi thé? C6 phai anh
van chwa dén khong? Ben? Nhanh 1én, bon ching déu & diy hét, khong con tén nao nira
dau.”

Luc ndy, trwdc &nh mat nhin cham cham xia x6i clia 6ng chd, Max danh danh liéu nhay
thang vao man khoi, giwong sting ban lién mot trang, két qua 1a nghe thiy Soares 16n tiéng
mang chtti trong thiét bi lién lac: “B6 cau cla tao, thang ché ngu nao ban diy?”

Loi Ba tay to, mot tay ndm ludn cd bén qua lwu dan, 1dy day thirng budc chit vao nhau,
ghép lai thanh mot trai tac dan, vung ra, mét tiéng né 1én lam ca gian dai dién rung 1én vi
chin dong. Ciing khong rd Loi Ba di ném lwu dan vao chd nao, chi thiy sau tiéng né, birc
twdng sau lung twgng Phat nam bt ngd nd ra mot ctra hang 16m, khong 1éch khong nghiéng,
vira hay chinh vao vi tri birc bich hoa bong tréc. Hang dong bén trong tdi om om, twa nhw lai
la mét thong dao khac nira, khién ca hai top nguwdi trong thoang chéc déu ngan ra, bic
twong Phat khong 16 dwdi long dat nay qua thwe c6 qua nhiéu diéu khién ngudoi ta khong
thé lwong dén.

Nhan khoadnh khic cd hai bén déu ngin ra 4y, Lit CaAnh Nam di qua quyét xong ra. Vién
dan tlr nong sung cua Lir CAinh Nam swo¢t qua lam bi thwong mét bén vai Soares. Y voi lui vé
sau tru d4, vay tay vé phia sau, gio ngén giita va ngén tré hwéng vao trong, k& dé 1a ngén cai
hét ngang mot duwdng, y bao tam thai thoai lui, hda lwc hai bén doan hau.

Ba nguoi bon Soares vira méi rut vao kho bén mé phia T4y, Ba Tang lién ném vao chd
ngodt noi bon y rut vé mot qua lyu dan, sau dé Lir Canh Nam lap tirc din theo cic thanh
vién trong nhém x0ng ra canh ctra v& cla gian dién phia Bic nay, mot qua dan tin hiéu ban
vl qua, bon Merkin lién 16 hinh tich ngay tip lw. Chang n6i chang rang, nhém sau ngudi clia
L& Canh Nam da ap vao hanh lang bén ngoai tdn céng luén. Bon Merkin khéng ngo Soares
lai bi 4p ddo nhanh nhw vy, nhat thoi cling luong cudng chin tay, hai tén nip vao gian dién
phia Péng, hai tén ldn vao giita vong twgng Phit trung tim, trung tdm chién tredong lai
chuyén dich dén gian Thién Phat dién & gitra.

Cac twong Phat trong dién cung cip cho ca hai phe chd 4n nau rat tdt, nén mudén nhim
thang ban tring ké dich 1a diéu hét strc kho khan, vi vy ca hai bén déu s dung lwu dan, chi
xem bén nao ném chuin xac hon.

Soares lach vao gian dién phia T4y, nghiéng tai ling nghe lién biét ngay hai phe da khai
chién trong gian Thién Phit dién & gitta. Pat Kiét ndi: “Ching tién vé phia 6ng chu roi,
ching ta vong ra phia sau giap cong thoi.”

Soares noi: “Thang ngu, & gitra toan 12 twong Phat, ndp vao gitra ddm twgng Phat 4y thi c6
khac gi & trong mé cung du, can ban khong tim thiy muc tiéu, giap cong thi dwoc nwéc me
gi ch? Chung may yém ho cho tao, dé€ tao cho bon nay biét thé ndo 1a lgi hai.” Vira néi y vira
mé ba 16 sau lung, trong 16ng van con hai con bd cau va mdt con chudt, Soares nghién rang
ken ket noi, “Tao cho chiing may thwdng thirc thé nao la dwéi dat va trén khong hiép dong
tac chién nhé.”

Y ném vii khi di, xoe tay 1ay hai manh bang dan ca nhan kiéu nhw cai déng ho deo tay dinh
vao bung con bd cau, 4n nit khéi dong, dong ho bat dau tinh gio, dén xanh sdng nhip nhay.
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Xong roi, Soares lai lam y nhw viy véi con chu6t bach. Loai bom nay mac du thé tich khong
16m, nhwng uy lwc tuyét d6i khong nhé chit nao, st dung loai thudc né cwc manh cé tén goi
la “Cubng phong den”. Soares 14y bd diéu khién ra, cwoi khung khuc day 4m hiém.

S6 lwong Iwu dan c6 han, mdi ngudi trong nhém Lir CAnh Nam déu dwoc phan phdi theo
tiéu chudn, tong s6 lwu dan sang, lwvu dan khéi va lwu dan né khéng veot qua ndm qua,
ngoai ra con mdt bo cac trang thiét bi, ndng khodng nam cin, bing dan sung trueong va tiéu
lién gidm thanh ciing c6 ndm bang, nang khoang ba dén bén cin, tém lai tong trong lwong
vii khi néng bi han ché trong khodng muoi cin, con sé lwong vii khi ctia ké dich thé nao thi
chiu khong biét dwoc. Vi doc dwong dén diy bon ho chi xung dét véi tirng nhom ké dich
nho, nén vé co ban dan dwoc van con gin nhw nguyén ven, dinh 13 sé tiéu hao sach sé trong
bén gian dai dién nay. Theo chi thi ctia Ltr Canh Nam, moi nguwoi ¢8 gdng ngam chuin vi tri
clia ké dich réi méi ném lwu dan, ¢d gang dat téi hiéu qua moi qua lyu dan déu sat thwong
dwoc mot tén dich, bén bon Merkin dwdong nhu ciing chung mot quan diém nay, vi viy hau
hét thoi gian hai phia déu chi lach qua lach lai gitra cic twong Phit, quan sat dong thai cla
nhau.

Khi con b6 ciu dip canh lao xudng, tir xa Merkin da nhin thiy diém sang mau xanh luc
trén minh né, y khong kip nghi ngoi gi da thup nguoi xuéng dat, dong thoi ngodc miéng
mang: “Karl, anh 1a thang khén nan, c6 phai anh khéng biét uy luc ctia Cudng phong den
dau...”

Ba Tang cling phat hién diém sang xanh trén khong trung, mic xac 1a céi gi, nham n6 ban
luén mot phat. Tiéng né kinh thién dong dia lam ddm nguwoi trong Thién Phit dién déu chin
dong dén dau vang mat hoa. Con b ciu trén khong kia khong ngd 1am d6 rap toan bo cac
twong Phat trong ban kinh mwdi mét xung quanh, nhirng birc twong & ngay bén dwéi né vor
toang hét ca. Chan Ba Tang bi dé bén dudi mot twong Phat, hai mat ga tron trirng trirng,
miéng thd phi phi hit vao miy hoi khi lanh, mai cuéi cing méi dwa vao nghi lwc kinh nguoi
cia minh ma diy dwoc nira pho twong Phit vé sang mot bén, mot con dau nhdi x6c 1én. Bon
L&t CAnh Nam déu & kha gan chd con chim cau phat ng, ldc nay hiy con U tai vang 6c, dirng
trén mat dat ma mat ca trong tAm, khong hé c6 cdm giac chan giam trén dit bang chut no.
Nhan lic cic thanh vién trong nhém con chwa mét y thirc, Lir Canh Nam voi ha 1énh rat lui,
cho moi nguoi tré vé gian dién phia Bac.

Merkin nam bo dwéi dat, lic manh ddu miy cai lién, hit ra mot manh da vun, roi lai ngoac
miéng mang chwri: “Karl, thu cai thit d6 ciia anh vao mau, uy lwc manh qud, khong thé tin
cong hiéu qua trong pham vi nay dwoc. Bon chiing chay vé phia anh réi day, can than.” Dot
nhién 4nh mit y bi mét thir hdp dan, Merkin thoc tay vao déng bui d 1an 16n véi xwong c6t
nat vun, kéo ra mot cudén da, phui sach bui bAm roéi mé ra, mét tAm ban do6 da so6i hién hién
1én truwdc mat.

B4t ngdr qua lén khién Merkin sung swéng dén ndi suyt cht nita thi ngit di. TAm ban do
cudi cung hoéa ra lai & trong dé6ng do nat nay, chuyén vui tir trén troi roi xuéng khéng ngo
roi trang dau y, Merkin khong kip nghi ngoi gi nhiéu, 14p tirc bdo véi Soares: “Liy dworc roi,
khong can liéu mang v&i ching niva, ching ta rat thoi.”

Soares lay lam ky quai héi: “Cai gi? Cai gi 1ay dwgc roi?”
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Merkin kich dong dap: “Ban do6 chir con gi, ban d6, tdi tim thiy ban doé roéi! Ha, kha kha
kha, ha ha ha, 1t nira m&i n6i véi anh, 14p tirc rat lui, c6 cin yém ho khong? Vay dworc, toi sé
tham do dwong tré ra trude.”

Luc ndy Max mdi xong dén “ho gid”, mé miéng cAu diu tién di chi ludn: “Thang gia
Soares chét tiét, ro rang la mudn n6 chét ching ta ma.”

Merkin vira 14y dugc ban do, tAm trang dang tot, nén chi ngat 1oi Max: “Plrng ndi bay, du
thé nao ching ta cling cing mot bon ca.”

Max cham chdm nhin gwong mat toat 1én vé mirng vui ctia Merkin, thim doan mo xem
ong chu dang nghi gi.

L&t CAnh Nam va Pwong Man xdng 1én trwdc tién, may ngudi bon gido sw Phuong Tan
theo sat phia sau. Pi dwoc miy bwéc, Lir CAnh Nam dot nhién ra hiéu dirng lai. Mot 4m
thanh rat khé vang 1én, ké d6, bon ho thidy mét diém sang xanh luc 1ap loe trong béng téi. Lir
Canh Nam vuon tay ddy Pudng Man ra phia sau mot cay tru d4, ban than cling nga nguoi
lao vé phia mot tru khac, miy nguoi gido sw Phwong Téan thiy viy cling déu nip theo, con
diém sang xanh luc kia thi van “tich tich tich tich tich tich” tién lai gin bon ho.

Lir Canh Nam ném ra mot qua lwu dan sang, loi dung anh sang sét lai cia luong chép 16e
l1én d6 quan sat, trén twong lién hién 1én mot bong chudt khong 16, trén diu con gan thém
mot vat trong nhw can dng ten. “Chudt diéu khién!” Lir CAnh Nam biét khong thé cham tré,
trir phi tiéu diét con chudt nay, bang khong né s& khong dirng lai. Co bén tinh todn khodng
cach, r6i ném ra qua lwu dan cudi cung cia minh, lai thém mot tiéng noé kinh thién dong dia
nira vang lén.

Soares nhin man hinh lac dau noi: “Tiéc that, con thiéu chit nita 1a vao pham vi né roi,
théi dwoc, 1an nay la cu cudi cung diy. Khong dang! Vira ndy chi thiy c6 ba boéng nguoi.”
Tiéng sung tr phia sau vang lén.

Merkin goi Max dén bén canbh, 1ay tir ba 16 ctia tén thuéc ha mot qua bom hen gio dién ti.
Loai thudc né cwc manh “Cubng phong den” nay 1a hon hop chira uranocene nitro dioxit,
nghe don cach thirc ché tao 1a do 1anh dao cip cao trong t6 chirc yéu ciu mét chuyén gia vé
bom min cung cap, trong linh vic quan dung chi kém c6 loai bom min siéu cdp nhw bom hat
nhin ma thoi, thi nghiém Hess cho thiy lwc nd cia noé 1én dén 35 mm, chi cAn mot khéi nho
bang hop diém 1a da dd dé pha hily hoan toan mét tda nha cao hai mwoi tAng roi, viy ma lan
nay, bon Merkin di mang theo chdn hai mwoi cin. Loai bom nay thwc ra chi chita lwgng
thudc né bang céi cuc 4o, ddong hd dién tir gin bén trén c6 thé d€m nguwoc, ciing kich nd
bang diéu khién tir xa, hai cAnh bén canh déu 1a keo siéu dinh, chi cAn b6c 16p mang chat
déo rala c6 thé dan vao bat ctr chd nao, bén trong dong ho dién tir lai 6 ca thiét bi cdm rng
ap luc, cr hé dan vao 14p tirc khéi dong tinh gidy, khong thé nao béc gor ra dwoc nita.

Merkin dian do: “May dan theo miy thang phu trach ngan nglra chiing né truy kich, dan
mdy cai & diy cho tao. Dan xong thi ra chd ciu thang clia cai huyét tri khéng 16 bén ngoai
kia, tao diing mau sic ndi bat ddnh d4u hét ca roi, dan hét vao ddy cho tao.” Ndi xong, hin
lién dAn theo mot tén linh danh thué roi khoéi gian Thién Phat dién.
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Theo sap x&p chién lwgc cda Lir CAnh Nam, Truwong Lap, Nhac Dwong va Ba Tang ngdm
ngam di vong sang ctra chinh cta gian dién phia Ty, con Lit Cinh Nam, Pwong Man va gido
sw Phwong Tan ba nguwoi triét thodi tir ctra chinh gian dién phia Bic. Nhw vay tinh thé lién
chuyén thanh ba nguwoi bon Lir CAnh Nam, ba ngwoi nhém Trwong Lap, ba ngwdi nhom
Soares, bdn ngwoi bon Merkin mdi bén chiém mot goc, moi tép déu phai ddi phd hai top
khéc trén cing mot duwong thing, von 1a thé y giéc, nhuwng Merkin dot nhién riut quan, vay la
lién tao thanh thé nhém ctia Lir Cinh Nam giap c6ng miy nguoi bon Soares.

Bon Ba Tang loi dung cic dinh dong, rwong go 1én trong gian dién phia TAy yém hd, lang
ling vong ra phia sau danh Up mAiy nguoi do Soares dan dau. Bon Soares cling phan tng
cuc nhanh, tirc khip ndp vao phia sau cac rwong go, nhuwng bon chiing con phai phong bi
nhém cia L&t CAnh Nam nira. L6i Ba va Pat Kiét mot treéc mét sau yém ho cho Soares.
Soares nhin trén man hinh khong thiy bon Lir CAnh Nam d4u, ma sau rwong go lai c6 tiéng
sing né dm am, y khé nhiu déi hang 16ng may, diéu khién cho b6 ciu quay lai, chuyén
huwdéng bay ra chd bon Ba Tang dang nip.

Ba Tang, Nhac Dwong nip sau lung cac rwong gb 1én, ban cho ddm Soares mot chap tré
tay khong kip, dan bay vu vu trong khdng gian t8i om nhw muec, vé nén nhirng vét sang trén
khong trung. Nhung chi ngay sau d6, khi ba ngudi bon Soares phan rng tré lai, bon Ba Tang
lién hoan toan bi ap ché, tinh ning cta vii khi hai bén c6 sy khac biét rat 1én. Nhac Dwong
vira tho dau ra, lién nghe “viu” mot tiéng, mot vién dan lwét vii qua ma. Ba Tang voi vang
kéo giat Nhac Dwong ng6i x6m xudng. Chi nghe Nhac Dwong lam bam chiti: “Ché chét thit,
toi thi chang thiy gi, sao bon chiing ngam chuin thé nhi.”

Ba Tang dap: “Than sing cua ching c6 thé ngoat sang duoc, lai gdn camera, liéu linh tho
d4u ra thi chi c6 thanh bia cho ching ban thoi.”

Trwong Lap nip sau lung mot cai rvong gbd khac, miéng thé “phi phi”, cin than vay tay ra
hiéu, chi nghe mot tiéng “4”, mot vién dan da ban tring canh tay anh. Ba Tang ném ra mot
qua lru dan sang, kéu lén: “Pan xuyén giap, bon ching cé thé bin xuyén qua rwong go, tn

»

ra...

Ba nguoi bon Lir CAnh Nam déu nip phia sau tru d4, lwc xung kich manh liét tir vu n6
khong ngo da pha vér mot nira tru da 1om dwong kinh bén ngwdi 6m, nhwng tir Idc Lir Canh
Nam ném lyu dan sang dén khi ném lwu dan no, con chuét bach da dwoc Soares diéu khién
tién thém dwoc may mét niva. Song xung kich manh mé hit vang Pwong Man 1én tir phia sau
mot ciy tru da dap vao mét tru da khac, hai ngwoi con lai cling déu bi thwong ning nhe
khac nhau. Lir Canh Nam vdi kéo Pudrng MAan ra phia sau mot cdy tru da twong ddi an toan
dé xem xét tinh hinh thwong tich.

Duwong Man sic mit tai nhot di, mod héi lanh va ra nhw tdm, bAm chit 14y canh tay Li
Canh Nam, cu6ng quyt hoéi gap: “Anh Cwong Ba quay lai chwa vdy? Anh Cwong Ba quay lai
chwa vay?”

L&t CAnh Nam noi: “Nam yén dirng ctr ddng, khong sao diu, khong sao dau, khong sao dau.
Trén nguoi cd khong c6 vét thwong, gior cdm giac cia c6 thé nao? Co tirc nguc khong? Tai ¢
U khong? C6 thay dau bung khéng? Bung dwéi dau hd?” va nhe nhang 4n l1én viung bung
Puwong Man. Gido sw Phwong Tan cAm c¢d tay con lai cia Pwdong Man 1én noi: “Mach dap van
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twong do6i on dinh.” L&r Canh Nam noéi: “Co bung cdng, tén thwong do va dap cidp mot, c6
triéu chirng chodng giai doan dau.” Mét tiéng nd nira vang lén, trén dau cat bui 14 ta roi
xudng, lai thém mot qua bom nira vira phat no.

Con bd cu 4y bi Trwong Lap ban roi, mot phat sing chin mwoi phan trim 1a may mén,
khong ngo lai d€ anh chang nay dn rua dwoc, nhung qua bom né & cw ly gan van khién ba
nguwdi phdi ném mui. M4y cai reong go 16n bi hit viang 1én, do gdm st vé tung tée rai khip
mat dat, ma trong mot cai rwong con chiva day chit 1ong, vo sé thi thé wét rwot dwoc gitr
nguyén ven bén trong dé tran ra, cd bau khong khi tirc khic ndng nic mot mui hang hac
diéc miii. Con b6 ciu bi Soares diéu khién bay 1a 1a sat mat dat, phat né & cw ly gin, song
xung kich manh liét hit ving ca rwong 1an ngwdi 1én. Nhac Dwong roi xudng goc twong chit
diy mat na dung trong cac v kich cla ngwdi Tang, Ba Tang 13n 16ng 16¢ cing mwdi miy co
thi thé 4&m wét, con Trwong Lap thi bi p nguoc trong mot cai rwong go 1om, bén trén dé du
thi dinh dong, ang v&. Soares nhat sing 1én, nhin ddm ngwoi danh 1én gio khong biét s6ng
chét thé nao trong bong t6i, quay sang bao Lbi Ba va Pat Kiét: “bi, rat thoi.”

Ra ngoai Thién Phit dién, Soares thdy Max dang bin ron dan thuéc né. Theo 1énh cua
Merkin, L6i Ba va Pat Kiét cling phai & lai giap mot tay.

Soares ngac nhién néi: “Ching may dinh cho n6 & day ha?”

Max gat dau dap: “Vang, 6ng chu din thé, thwc ra thi téi cing khong mudn diu, nhwng ma
hét cach roi, ching t6i phai & lai cdn bwéc ké dich. Cé diéu t6i cam thdy ong chu di trudc
mot budc thé khong dn cho 1am, bon tdi thi chang sao, nhwng 6ng Soares 1a ban hitu hop tac
ldu ndm v&i 6ng chu vy ma ong dy ciing bd mac, that dung 13, toi cling khong biét phai noi
ralam sao nira.”

Soares thAm nhu: “Thang cha Merkin nay, thir han thwc sw mudén cho nd e 1a cai huyét tri
khdng 16 kia roi, rot cudc han da thay gi & dé vay?”

Nghi doan, y lién quay sang bao Max, “Phai roi, 6ng chi may lam sao ma phat hién dwoc
ban do6 thé&?”

Max hoang mang khong hiéu gi, 13p bap hai lai: “Ban do, ban do gi vay?”
Soares nhiu may néi: “Khong c6 gi, dé tao tw di hoi. C&r lam viéc cia may di.”

“Von la dat & trung tam dan té kia, sau réi bi ngwoi nao d6 mang di, nhung nguoi iy
chang di dwgc bao xa thi da gdp phai tran dai do sat, vi vy tdim ban dd ndy méi roi gitra
déng d6 nat. 'm, nhat dinh 13 vay roi.” Merkin 14y lam tw hao véi tri tué ciia minh: “Néu
khong phai ndm rap xudéng dit, thi du thé nao ciing khéng thé phat hién né trong dong
xwong kho dwoc. Cai thir da séi dac biét nay trai qua ngan nam cling khéng muc nat, muén
gid mao ciing khong thé gid mao dwoc, ha ha, khong ngd ta lai may man dén thé, xem ra hy
vong van cir dirng bén phia ching ta roi.”

Trén cau thang bén trong huyét tri khong 16, Merkin mirng vui khip khéi, phin chin di
phia trwéc, cam tdm ban dod hét gié ra roi lai gdp vao, hét gap vao roi lai gié ra. U'm, khong
phai do gia, khéng phai do gia, cang xem hin lai cang mirng ro.
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Tén linh danh thué tén Luc Tai cAm sung chay theo sau, bong nhién bi mot mii dao sin ca
map duwdng kinh 16n lao vit dén, hit ving khiu sing trong tay di. Y nghi dau tién hién 1én
trong dau Merkin 13, bi tip kich roi! Han khong nghi ngoi gi thém, tirc khic nhay vao mot
gian phong. Luc Tai ngdy ra mat mét thoang, réi méi swc nhé ma ndp vao mdt gian huyét tri
canh do.

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba va lat ma A La vén van chay 1én chay xudng bén trong huyét tri khéng
16, nhirng tiéng siing vang 1én mét hoi that 1au, ngoai ra con c6 tiéng no rat 1on, khién trong
long ga v6 cung non néng, khong hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra. Gia du ma moc thém dwoc doi
canh thi ga da bay thang dén chd d6 tir 1au roi. Dot nhién trong thiy bén dwdi xuit hién hai
bdéng ngudi, ma ré rang 1a tir phia bén kia chay ra, Trac Moc Cwong Ba chang buon nhin cho
k¥, chi nhan ra d6 khéng phai ngudi phe minh, ltvra gidn lién birng birng boc 1én khéng thé
ché ngw dwoc nira, tai sao, tai sao chi c6 hai ngwoi nay di ra? Ga rat luén con dao deo bén
minh, tlr trén cao ném thang xudng, cdng véi trong lwong clia ban than con dao, uy lwc thuc
sw rat kinh ngwdi, hit ving ludn ca khiu sung trong tay Luc Tai di. Merkin ciing giat ban
minh nhdy qua ciu thang vao mét gian phong khéc.

Lat ma A La ciing khong khoéi kinh hii, 1& nao cudc chién bén trong dé da két thiic roi?
Ong néi: “Toi di chin hai nguwdi d6 lai, cu sang phia bén kia xem xem rét cudc 1a thé nao?”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba da chay dwoc mot quang xa tir ndy. Lat ma A La nhay luén tir ciu thang
dang dirng sang mét ciu thang khac, ngwdi nhé 1én thup xudng, cting thi tai nhay nhét véi
Merkin trén khéng trung, chang khac nao hai con tho tinh ranh gido hoat.

Ching mdy chdc, Merkin da nhay xudng duéi day huyét tri, lat ma A La ciing nhay xuéng
theo. Pay la lan dau tién hai nguoi gidp mat, tay phai Merkin dang chuan bi rit sung luc ra,
chot phat hién tay lat ma A La ciing dang dit & thit lung, tira hd nhw muén rat thir gi d6 ra.
Merkin thodng do duw, chi e d6i phwong khong cho han co hoi cit ban dd vao chd nao an
toan nira, thdm chi ca rat vii khi e ciing bi d6i phwong bat ngo tip kich, chi con cach nhét
tam tdm ban dod vao cd 4o, diem dam cat tiéng: “Quyét Ban A La, thién phong s& sau muwoi
sau trong Sac Lap tw, von 1a Kim cwong thwong sw cia Hong gido.” Han dwa mat nhin thang
vao doi thy, té y ta day biét hét moi viéc hong chiém phan hon vé khi thé.

Lat ma A La ciing khong hé khoan nhuwong nhin thing vao déi phuong: “Ben Heinz
Merkin, méc du cé quéc tich ca ba nwéc Anh, Phap, My, nhwng gdc gac lai la ngwoi B6 Pao
Nha.”

Merkin thodng bién sic, khong ngo d6i phwong lai diéu tra dwoc ca viéc nay. Thé nhung,
ngay sau do6 lat ma A La lai b6i tiép thém mét 1an nira: “13 Ky Si Ban Tron.”

Merkin sdc mat tai nhot di, chAn dong ngdn ngwdi ra tai chd, tay chan run 1én mot chip,
gan giong n6i ma ching hé co chit virng tAm: “Lio... 13o dang ndi by cai gi ddy? Lio thi biét
gi chit!” Khong doi lat ma A La dap 101, hdn da lao 1én tAn cong ludn.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG 28 TAY TANG CO CACH

Vira vao ctra dién, lién nhin thay twong Phat am Phat khdp bén phia, hai chan lat ma A La
loang choang, kich dong dén d6 suyt chat nita thi h6n mé bit tinh. Pai Man Pa La Chinh
Thién Toéng Té, danh tir chi xuat hién trong truyén thuyét va cac pho Mt sk, xwa nay von
ludén c6 cung dia vi véi Truc tiép théng than. Nghe ndi trong vo sé cudc chién va cac lan
xung dot gido phai, né ciling gidng nhw Vwon treo Babylon va twgng Alexander khong 16
trong truyén thuyét, da bi hiy diét thanh tro bui tir 1u 1dm roi, gio diy toan Tay Tang,
khong, toan thé gidi e la cling chi c6 mot Pai Man Pa La Téng T€ nay ma thoi.
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Gap lai
Ba nguwdi bon Tay Mé & dang xa quan sat Merkin va lat ma A La gidng co. H6 Tir Quan lén
tiéng héi: “Co can xudng giup mot tay khong?”

Tay Mé né nu cwoi khinh miét, noi: “Ching ta ¢t quan sat 1a dwoc roi, diy khong phai
cudc chién ma hang nhw chiing ta c6 thé xen vao dau.”

LAm Nhan dirng bén canh héi: “Pai ca, anh n6i xem, 6ng cht v&i 1do khom gia 4y thi phan
thang cda ai nhiéu hon? Sut sut...” Han nhai khic diy leo d6 trong miéng, 14y tay kéo no ra,
roi lai mat tré lai nhw mat mi, phat ra nhirng tiéng “sut sut” do.

Tay Mé dap: “Kho ndi 1dm, nhin Merkin canh giac thé kia, chirng té ldo gia 4y gy cho han
ap lwc rat1om.”

“T6i thiy chwa chic diu,” LAm Nhan tring trdo néi khoac khong ngwong mom, “lo gia ay
da khom dén thé kia roi, toi diy con thit dwoc 130 niva 13, sut sut...”

Tay Mé& khong chiu néi nita, quay sang qué ming: “Tao bdo cho may biét, dirng co cai gi
cling nhét vao mém nira, tdm bo me di ay!”

Lam Nhén git dau cwoi x0a, nhét hét ca ddm day leo vao miéng, phat ra nhitng tiéng
“nho6p nha nhép nhép” nhw nhai keo cao su.

Lat ma A La vén cho rang cai tén ndy khong c6 kha ning uy hiép gi nhiéu 1dm, c6 1& déi
phwong sé than nhién thira nhén, sau dé con tré ngwoc lai dung than phan nay dé uy hiép
ong, chang ngd Merkin lai phan rng manh dén thé, diéu nay hoan toan nam ngoai tinh toan
ctia 6ng. Lat ma A La khéo 1é0 né tranh cti ddm thang cia Merkin, tham nhu: “U'm, bi vach
tran than phin lién muon giét nguwoi diét khau a?” Nghi doan ca ngwdi 6ng da ngitra ra sau,
lai tranh thém mot cwéc da xody tat ngang nira cia Merkin.

Quyén phap cta Merkin cang lic cang nhanh hon, than thé twa nhw mot c6 may bang sat
thép, mdi quyén danh ra déu rit gié v vii, lat ma A La lai giéng nhw mot chiéc 1a cdy mém
mai nhe nhang, gié thoi 6ng di diu, 6ng lién lwdt nhe theo dén dd, quyén cia Merkin thay
déu roi vao khoang khong!

Merkin danh lién mot mach hét bai quyén, khéng doi dai sw 14y hoi, da gi ngay mot loat
chiéu thé& khac, quyén phap dan dan tré nén Am doc vo cung, méc ha bd, ddm mat, bép ¢,
dam swon, mdi chiéu mdi thirc déu cong kich vao cac phan mém trén co thé ngwoi. Lat ma A
La khong khéi bién sic, vOi xuit chiéu ngin d&, bao vé nhirng chd yéu hai trén co thé, roi lat
tay sir dung cong phu quin lwon, khic ché lai quyén phap lic cwong lic nhu cwc ky am
hiém cia Merkin.

Chi thoang sau, hai tay dai sw da khoa chit hai canh tay Merkin, chan 6ng gidm 1én mu
ban chan Merkin, thin hinh hai bén cach biét nhau qua 1on, mot nguwoi gay go thip nhd, mot
cao 16n lirng livng, déi tay gdy gudc nhw cang ga ma khéa chit dugc ¢ may co bap luc
lwdng, strc manh ching ngd khong phan cao thip dén vay. Merkin cé gidng giat thé nao
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cling khong thé thoat khai cap vudt ga clia dai sw, dot nhién bong hiic manh diu téi trude,
than thé lat ma A La tirc khic hoi nga ra sau. Merkin cdm giac nhw dap dau vao mot khéi
béng mém mai, y lai dot nhién ngang dau, ha miéng phun ra mot ludng khi, tdn cong hai mat
lat ma A La. Dién bién qua bat ngd khién lat ma A La ciing khong lwdng néi. K& d6 strc manh
ctia Merkin ddt ngdt bung 1én, nhan khoanh khic lat ma A La chép mét hin lién tung méot
don ning. Pai s 1am nguy ma khong loan, trong nhay mat hai tay khoa chit tay Merkin da
budng 16ng, hop vao roi lai tach ra, khong hi€u bang cach nao da rat ngay ra dwoc, ké dé
canh tay 6ng bong vwon dai, vudt ga chdp vao ngwc Merkin mot cd, roi cd ngudi nga 1on
nguwoec ra sau, tranh khoi don truy kich cia doi thu.

Dai su lién tiép 16n ngwoc, tdc dd cuc nhanh, chi thoat cai da ra ngoai xa bdn nim mét.
Merkin dang dinh sai buéc dudi theo, bong thiy truéc ngwc nhéi dau mot chip, cti dau
nhin th, lién thiy ca 4o chéng dan bén trong ciing bi gidt ra mot mang lén, dé 16 mang
ngwc ram rit 1dng vang. Lic nay hdn méi swc nhé ra, doi cdng ga ctia lat ma A La c6 mét cai
tén rat vang doi, “Pai lwc wng trdo”, chdp vao 1a nam 16 mau, giat ra 1a mot tang thit, nguoi
cudi cung s dung loai v6 cdng nay truwéc mat cong chiing chinh 13 anh hiing dan téc Hoic
Nguyén Gidp cta Trung Qudc. Mic du lan nay dai sw khéng gidt cia Merkin tang thit nao,
nhwng ma, tAim ban d6 giat truedc nguc da...

Lat ma A La da chd y dén tdm ban d6 ma Merkin nhét vao nguc 4o tir truéc roi, ngay tir
ldc 6ng con chwa biét do 1a thit gi, nhung sw coi trong hin danh cho n6 khién dng 1ap tirc ha
quyét tAm phai 14y bang duoc. Merkin néi gidn dung dung, 1in mot vong dudi dat, rit sing
gac tay ngam, téc do khong thé néi 1a khong nhanh dwoc. Nhwng lat ma A La van khong cho
han co hoi, Merkin vira gio tay 1én, dng da ra tay treé'c mot bwée. Chi nghe “dinh”, mot miii
phi chAm ma bd doi dic ching hay dung ban vit ra lam chéch nong sing ctia Merkin, hai
phét sting déu bin vao khodng khong. Poi Merkin diéu chinh lai géc do, lat ma A La da Iui
dwoc mot quing xa roi, & noi dau dau cling day chudng ngai vat thé ndy, ngdm chuin ha guc
mot ngwdi than thu nhanh nhen la diéu hét strc khong twdng.

Lat ma A La ciing da phat hién ra, ga déi thi co bap phat trién gan dén mirc nhw mdt con
quai vat nay qua thuc khoe kinh nguwdi, néu khong phai dwa vao wu thé kj xado dé ap ché
hén, ban than dng can ban khong thé gianh n6i mot loi di€m nao. Vi vay do vat vira vao tay,
dai sw lién chon rat lui ngay tap lw. Trén mit dat bang phing, tdc do ctia lat ma A La c6 thé
khong bang Merkin, nhwng & noi ciu thang 1én xuéng chéng mat nay, dng lai c6 day mac tro
gitp, nho 1én hup xudng vai ban, thoat cai da di dwoc rat xa roi.

Trong ltic lat ma A La 4c d4u véi Merkin, Trac Moc Cudng Ba sém da tranh dwoc tén linh
danh thué nip trong gian phong huyét tri gin d6, voi lan theo ky hiéu miy ngudoi bon gido
sw Phwong Tan dé lai, chay thing dén thong dao dan vao Thién Phat dién, doc dudng cé
chay chéo qua véi bon Soares nhuwng vi & bén trén d6i phwong ba ting nén khong bi dung
mat v&i bon ching. Trong dau hién ré6 mén mot hinh anh Merkin ma gi vira liéc thiy khi
ndy, cam gidc nhw da tirng gdp & diu do roi, cé diéu khong co6 thoi gian nghi ngoi nhiéuy, luc
nay ga chi néng long s6t rudt chay that mau t&i chd bon gido sw Phwong Tan ma thoi.

Nhac Dwong gidy giua lan khoi ddm mét na kich nghé Tay Tang, loang choang budéc lién
may buéc, mic du troi dang xoay, dat dang chuyén, nhung hai chan run rdy cta anh van
ding virng vang. Ba Tang bo diy khdi dam thi thé wét rweon rwot, toan 1a nhirng thi thé
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thiéu nit, ngwc bung bi mdc rong khong, lai bi ngdm trong thir dung dich ky quai 4y, gi¢r da
hoi bién sang mau vang tai tai, nhung cdn ban nhit van 1a cai mui d6, mot thir mui ndng nic
khién nguwoi ta ngli la mudn nén ge. Sau d6 Ba Tang va Nhac Dwong hop lwc diy cai reong
Up 1én nguwoi Trwong Lap ra, mat Trwong Lip vui gitta mot dong manh gém v& vun, chat
dich c6 mui rwou twdi khap dau khip mat, miéng con ngdm mot miéng trang trang giong
nhw Thai tué, hai mat 16i han ra ngoai. Nhac Dwong twéng Trwong Lap toi doi roi, thi anh
chang da phun cuc Thai tué trong miéng ra, thd hong hoc néi: “May qud, van con s6ng.”
Nhac Dwong vudt vudt nguwc noéi: “Cai thang khi nay, ¢ 1am téi s¢ cau chét roi.”

Trwong Lap khé nhoc nhic nhich thin minh, cuéi cing dwoc Nhac Dwong va Ba Tang niva
kéo nira d& dirng 1én, thé déc néi: “Di thoi, di... xem gido quan thé nao.”

Bon Lir Canh Nam dang yéu &t chong tra nhirng loat dan qudy réi ngoai ctra dién. Ba
Tang, Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap di vong qua tru d4 lai gan chd ho, thdy Pudmg Man nam
dwéi datlién khong nén noi kinh hai thot 1én: “Chuyén gi vay? Trung dan roi a?”

Ltr CAnh Nam dap: “Vira ndy n6 bom bi chin déng, chic 1a tén thwong ndi tang roi, gior
dang c6 triéu chirng soc nhe. Ghét thit, bon ching chan & ctra, ro rang la khéng muoén ching
ta ra ngoai, moi nguwdi thi sao? Cé ai bi thwong nang khong?”

Trwong Lap l4c dau: “Ching tdi 6n, it nhit van con di lai dwoc. Clra dién phia Tay hinh
nhu ciing c6 nguoi, khong biét bon ching dang gid tro gi nira, dinh vy chét ching ta trong
gian dién nay chac? Lam thé thi c6 loi gi cho chung nhi?”

Pudng Man kéo vat 4o rach rudi ctia Ba Tang hdi: “Anh Cwdng Ba tré lai chwa vay? Anh...
anh 4y c6 con tré lai dwoc nira khong?” Nhin ¢ sao ma yéu diéu ddng thwong, twa nhw mot
do6a hoa tan da sap lia canh, ai niy déu cam thay rau long x4t rudt.

Nhac Dwong an ti: “Khdng c6 chuyén gi ddu ma ¢6 Man Man, yén tAm di, Cwong Ba thiéu
gia nhit dinh c6 thé tré vé, doc dwong ching ta déu dé lai ky hiéu, ho sé dudi kip nhanh thoi
ma. Gior ¢6 da thiy d& hon chit nao chwa? C6 muén uong chit nwédc khong?”

Khée moi tai nhot clia Pudng Man khé mip mady, 1ac dau tir chdi, déi mat nhin cham
cham vé phia canh clra gian dai dién, nhw thé chi trong khoanh khic nira théi, bong hinh
Trac Méc Cwong Ba sé xuat hién & d6 vay, cho du chi c6 thé nhin thiy nguoi yéu mét lan
nita cling dworc roi.
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~N N\ ~ Y
Huyét tri khong 16
Merkin dudi phia sau hét Ién: “Mau chan ldo lai, ldo cwédp ban do roi!” Soares & ting trén
lién dAn ngudi givong sing ra can. Chi thdy lat ma A La dung dwa tung minh, than thé trén
khong trung hoi sitng lai mot thoang, co tay co, ban tay 1at xuong xoe ra, mot s¢i thép mong
lién ban ra xuyén vao mot diy ciu thang, ca than hinh 6ng chdng khic nao con nhén nhe
nhang d4p xudng cach d6 ba mwoi mét, ké d6 dng lai du thém lan nita, bao nhiéu dan ban ra
thay déu roi ca vao khoang khong. Soares dam ra ngd viec 1a minh da hoa mat, [Am bam néi:
“DPay la cai gi vay? Khinh cong ctia Trung Qudc ha? Lam gi c6 khinh céng nao nhw vay chtt,
thé c6 khac gi Ngwoi Nhén xuit hién dau.”

Merkin tirc dén noi thé hdong hoc chay bén dwdi, ngoadc miéng mang chiti: “Sao khéng can
130 1ai? Chét tiét that!”

Soares ciing cau tiét, gidn dir quat: “Sao anh khéng tw di ma nhin thr xem, c¢6 cadn dwoc
khong ha? Sao anh khdng bao toi 1o biét bay? Dung l1a déch hiéu ra lam sao c3, khi 4y ma
cung di thi lam sao xay ra chuyén thé nay ch?”

Trong ltc d6, lat ma A La dang du lwon trén khong ciing ngdm nghi: “Ngudi dé da tirng
gip & dau roi nhi? A! La hin, chinh 1a ngwoi trong dia cung Ahezt!”
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=N A LAY
Thién Phat dién
Max va may tén khac dang ndp sau twong Phat hut thudc, chdc chdc lai quay lai ban vai ba
phat. Pat Kiét tir thong dao bén ngoai chay vao bao cdo: “Pa cai xong bom & 16i vao thong
dao hinh chir nhat ro6i.”

Max dwa mat nhin déng ho hoi: “Con bao nhiéu thoi gian nira?”
Lo6i Ba dap: “Chirng mwdi phut sau sé cho né.”

Max nghi ngoi gidy lat r6i ndi: “Pgi thém hai phit nita di. Chiing né dra nao ciing bi
thwong nang ca roi, chic cung 1am cling chi con hai ba dira chay dwoc thdi, thé ndy ma con
khoéng nd cho ching chét nita thi... khuc khuc. Ai?!” Ngoai ctra bong thiy thip thodng mot
cai bong lao vut vao. Bon tén Max con chwa Kip né stiing thi bong nguwdi dé da bién mit giira
cac pho twong Phat.

b6 1a Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Ban than ga cling kinh hai toat ddm dia mo hoi lanh, khéng ngor
trong chd tdi cua gian dién nay van con ké dich 4n nip, néu khong phai nghe giong khong
ding, e 1a ban than ga chét thé nao gi cling khong hiéu nira. Cling may trong gian dién nay
c6 nhiéu twong Phat, rat dé 4n tranh, Trac Mdc Cwdng Ba nhanh nhen chay luén trong do,
lach vao gian dién phia Tay, trong long cang lic cang thiy ban loan bat an: “Rét cudc 1a thé
nao roi? Thay gido, Man Man, gio bon ho ra sao?” Vira nghi ga vira rdo chin chay nhanh hon.

Vong qua chd ngoit, chot nghe trong dién c6 ngwoi thip giong kéu lén: “Bén phai c6
nguoi.”

K& d6 lai c6 ngudi kéu: “Pirng bin, 1a ngwoi minh.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Toi day.” Trong long tirc khac dang trao mot niém cam khai, tot
roi, moi ngwdi van con du ca, song miii ga bong thiy cay cay.

” «

“Al” “Cuwong...” “La anh...” Gigng nguwdi nao cling nghen di mot nira, giong ngwdi nao cling
sao ma than thudéc nhwong ay.

Sinh t& trung phung, chi thoang chdc ma nhuw trai ca ki€p ngwoi. Trac Méc Cuong Ba cling
khong kiém ché dwoc nira, lp tirc lao 1én phia trwéc. Trong anh sang yéu &t, canh twong
dap vao mat ga dau tién 12 Pwong Man dang dwoc moi ngudi vy quanh nam dwéi dat. Trac
Moc Cwong Ba nhay x6 téi gat moi ngwdi ra, mot tay ndm chit tay Pwdng Man, mot tay d&
dudi gay co, rét rit héi lién tuc: “Sao thé? Em sao thé? MAn MAn? Anh day ma, anh 1a Cudong
Ba diy ma, anh... anh tré lai r6i.”

Gwong mit tim tai nhot nhat ctia Pudng MAn luc nay da it nhiéu anh 1én sic hdong nhuén,
anh mat c6 chuyén dong, nhin chim chim vao mit Trac Mdc Cwong Ba. Trac Moc Cwdong Ba
ndm tay Pwong Man 4p 1én mit minh, giong diu dang hét strc: “Anh tré vé roi day, khong
sao dau, tit ca roi sé tot thoi.”

Nhac Dwong thi thdm hoi Lir CAnh Nam: “Sao gido quan biét d6 la Cwong Ba thiéu gia
thé?”
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L&r CAnh Nam 4p ung ndi: “T6i... téi nghe ra tiéng bwéc chin clia anh dy.” Giong c6 khéng
ngo lai hoi khan khan lac di. Nhac Dwong thodng ngén ra trong chdc lat, khéng biét nén noi
gl m&i phai.

Trwong Lap 14m bam tw n6i véi minh: “Khong biét dai sw va Pa Cat thé nao roi...”

Giong Pwong Man nghe rat yéu &t, gdn nhu khong thé nghe thay, c6 théu thao hdi: “Phai
roi, anh Cuwong Ba, anh dén roi a? Anh dén dén em a?” Hai mat khong ngo da nhim nghién
lai.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba voi kéu 1én mot tiéng: “Man MAan!” Nhat thoi luéng cudng chan tay,
hoang mang khong biét phai 1am gi. Gido sw Phwong Tan vdi chop 14y c6 tay Pwong Man
noi: “Mach yé&u 1dm, tim dap nhanh 1én roi. C6 cin tiém mot mii adrenalin khong?”

Lt Canh Nam d4y Trac Moc Cudng Ba dang thin the ngo ngén ra, bit dau thim kham k§y
cho Pudng Man.

Bon linh danh thué bén ngoai ciing nghe thiy tiéng kéu trong dién. Pat Kiét cuoi cuoi
bao: “Hinh nhw mé&i thém mot dira niva.”

Max ném diéu thudc xudng, gidm cho tat han: “Di thoi, chling ta rit lui, kéu gao tham thiét
thé. bing la chiu khong néi.”

Lat ma A La ciing da dén noi, nhuwng dirng lai bén ngoai cira 16n. Hai hang Chuyén kinh
luan hai bén l1am 6ng thdy phin chin hin lén, dong thoi nhitng xac wép ding gitra cac
Chuyén kinh luin lai cang khién ndi tim 6ng thém kich déng, kho cé thé biéu dat dwoc
thanh 1oi. “PAy, day 1€ nao chinh 1a Kinh thién nhit hanh, 1a cac vi dai sw tién bdi da tu thanh
Nhuc than Phat hay sao? Bon ho déu canh gac & day, trong gian dién ndy, rét cudc 1a...” Ong
ding lang mot hoi lau trwde clra, trong long hiéu rat rd, nhitng vi Nhuc thian Phit ding &
day, bac tu hanh cia mdi mot vi 4y déu cao hon minh khong biét bao nhiéu Ian. Mot luc dot
nhién dwogc trong thay bao nhiéu vi cao nhan tién boi nhw thé, cdm giac hét nhw bat ngo
nhin thiy chin thin cia Phat Té B6 Tat hién linh viy, bao sao 6ng khong kich dong cho
dwoc day.

Thoi khéng phdng phat nhw dirng lai, n€u khong phai cé tiéng budc chan tan loan vang
1én, khéng biét lat ma A La con dirng d6 bao lau nita. Vira nghe tiéng dong, 6ng tirc khic
nhan ra, nhitng bwdc chan nay nang nhe khac nhau, 16n xon btra bai, 1a tiéng ctia ing quan
dung c& 16n, tuyét déi khong phai 1a ngwdi phe minh. Nhwng noi nay trudc sau déu khong
c6 gi che chan, dai sw bén hwéng 4nh mat vé phia cac vi Phat séng ma 6ng sung bai, thAm
nhi: “Cac vi dai sw tri gia, cAu xin c4c vi hdy dAn dwong chi 18i cho ké tin @6 thanh kinh nay.”

Max va dong bon ndi ndi cwdi cwdi sai chan chay nhanh dén 16i ra, can ban khong hé lwu
y dén trong cac Nhuc than Phat & hai bén c6 mét pho hoi nho 1én khoi vach twong. Poi may
tén d6 di xa han, lat ma A La méi cin than lach ngwoi ra khéi pho twong Nhuc than Phat, lai
niém mot doan Kinh, réi méi trang nghiém bwéc vao dai dién. Vira vao ctra dién, lién nhin
thay twong Phat am Phat khip bén phia, hai chan lat ma A La loang choang, kich dong dén
d6 suyt chut nira thi hon mé bat tinh. Pai Man Pa La Chinh Thién Téng T€, danh tir chi xuit
hién trong truyén thuyét va cac pho Mit stt, xwa nay von luén c6 cung dia vi véi Truec tiép
théng than. Nghe néi trong vo s6 cudc chién va cic lan xung doét gido phai, n6 cling giong
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nhw Vwon treo Babylon va twong Alexander khong 16 trong truyén thuyét, da bi huy diét
thanh tro bui tir 1au 1dm roi, gi¢ day toan TAy Tang, khong, toan thé gidi e 1a cling chi c6 mot
bai Man Da La Tong Té nay ma théi.

Lat ma A La kich déng vwon tay ra, ror khé 1én tirng pho twong Phat mét. Ching thuc sw
ton tai, 6ng cdAm nhan duwoc sy tron nhan, cai lanh 1&o va cling ran khi cham tay vao do. Moi
birc twgng nay déu hwédng dé€n mot vi than, chi cAn c6 trai tim thanh khin, at sé co thé giao
tiép v&i than linh, nhan dwoc chi du ctia than thanh. Ct ré rAm nhuw thé, lat ma A La bong
nhin thiy mot th thudc vé thé gidi hién dai, cwe ky khong hai hoa véi nhirng twong Phat co
noi day, bén trén c6 déng ho hién thi: 05:39:88.

Merkin 1én 1én xu6ng xudng gitra cac ciu thang, leo tréo théd hong hoc nhu bo, khé khin
1dm méi nhap dwoc véi ddm cla Soares.

“Ong chi.” Lai c6 thém ba ngudi nita tir trén cao nhay xudng, chinh 1a nhém ngwoi do Tay
Mé dan dau.

Soares noi: “Chiing may ciing ra d&n day roi ha, sao ma tim dwoc chd nay thé?”

Tay Mé dap: “Theo d4u hai tén phia truwdc, hinh nhw ching vira di vira quan séat Ian theo
ky hiéu ciia dong bon dé lai.”

Merkin ndi xen vao: “Gir dirng néi may chuyén nay nita, dudi theo cho tao, bang moi gia
phai cwép dwoce ban do vé day!”

Soares vira chay vira héi: “Néi thuc di, 1an nay lam sao anh phat hién ra ban do6 vay? Hinh
nhw anh con chwa ké véi toi chuyén nay ddy nhé. Ching ta cling kiém tra cai dan té & gitra
d6 ma, chic anh khong dinh bao vai toi 1a nhit dwdi dat 1én phai khong, liva gat chién hitu
lau ndm thi it nhat cling phai kiém cai ly do cho ra hon mét chit ch&.”

Merkin map may miéng, roi nhin giong ndi: “Anh tin cling dwoc, khong tin cling ching
sao, chinh la nhat & dwéi dat1én do6.”

Soares im bt hoi 1au, khdng ndi tiéng ndo, dot nhién buéng mot cau tiéng Trung chang ra
diu ra dia: “Ctrtw!” Merkin ngin ra mét ldc, co ho khéng nhé ra d6 1a phat 4m tiéng nuwéc
nao, c6 y nghia gi.

Trac Moc Cworng Ba thiy mét mai, twa ho stirc song cia ga dang bién mat dan theo sw séng
clia Pwong Man. G cAn mot chd dwa, da 1au 13m roi g khong c6 cam gidc bat lwc nhw thé,
md& mat tran trdn ma nhin mot ngwdi vo cung than thiét véi minh tir tir roi xa ngay trudec
mat, con ban than thi khong thé nao lam ndi diéu gi khac, chi biét mé mat trdn trdn ma
nhin. Mau trong nguwdi Trac Moc Cuwong Ba gan nhw dong cirng lai, canh twong hai muwoi
nidm trwdc dang tai dién lai theo mot phwong thirc khac, ga khong ddm nhin thém nita,
gwong mat quen thudc xiét bao 4y liéu c6 con m& mat ra thém Ian nira hay khong, tat ca
thay déu nhw bot nwéc. Trac Méc Cwong Ba ngoanh dau lai, lién nhin thay gido sw Phwong
Tan dang dirng mot cach khé nhoc, nhung dng dirng rat thang. Trong 4&nh mat cta dng tua
h6 4n chira strc manh v6 cung vo tin, d6 la sw quan tAm, su c6 vii, mot th sitc manh tinh
thin ma lic nay Trac Moc Cwong Ba khao khat dong thoi cling cwc ky cin dén. Trac Méc
Cuong Ba nhe nhang dwa vao day, gido sw 6m chit ga dan 6ng lung ho eo giu do, twa nhw
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dang 6m con trai cia chinh minh, chi mot c4i vd manh mé& ma don gidn vao lwng da truyén
di mot sw o6 vii khong 1o, khién ga thém kién cuong.

Adrenalin khong coéng hiéu lam, nhin gwong mit moi lic mot thém nhot nhat di cla
Puwong Man, Lit Cinh Nam khang dinh: “Chac chan 1a xuit huyét noi roi, dang tiéc chung ta
khong c6 dung dich tinh thé ma chi c6 nwéc dwong gluco, dung méi khuéch tan, c6 dy can
truyén mau ngay lap tiéc...”

Pung lic nay, lat ma A La xong téi. Ong lao dén qua nhanh, lic 4y tat cd moi ngudi déu
tap trung hét sw chi y vao Puwong Man, doi khi Ba Tang nhé ra givong sting 1én thi dai sw da
& ngay truéc mit. Ong tron mét 1én nhin moi ngudi, miéng hét 16n: “Lap tic rat lui, bon
ching, bon ching da dat bom & day roi, sé lwong, s6 lwong, rat nhiéu! Chi con chwa diy nam
phut nira thoéi.”

T4t cAd moi ngudi c6 mit tai chd déu that than ngly ra trong gidy lat; uy lwc cta loai bom
d6 vira ndy ho da dwoc thwdng thirc qua roi, sé lwgng rat nhiéu 1a khai niém thé nao bon ho
cling twdng twong ra dugc. Nhung trerdc mit tam khong néi dén Pwong Man da ngiat xiu,
chi riéng hai ngwoi bi thwong & chin la gido sw Phwong Tan va Ba Tang da can c¢6 nguoi diu
dé méi di dwoc roi, con tay trai tay phai cia Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong thi chac chan da
gdy xwong, ma ldc nay trir phi 1a chay hét téc lwc, bang khong thi dirng hong ho ra khoi
théng dao tir dai dién dén huyét tri khdng 16 trong vong nam phat. Gido sw Phwong Tan va
L&r CAnh Nam cung ldc hwdng 4&nh mat vé phia con dwdng bi mat vira bi lwu dan né lam 16
ra. Thong dao t6i om mit mung 4y chang khac ndo mot cai miéng an thit cia ngwoi khéng 16
dang tham lam ha h6c ra cho ho nhay vao vay.

Gido sw c6 nhin con dau khom nguwdi xuéng, néi véi Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Cuwong Ba 3,
nhanh lén, mau nang Man Man lén di.”

L&r Canh Nam lo ldng néi: “Liéu c6 mao hiém qua khong?” Phai biét rang néu dé 1a mot
ngd cut, thi chidng khac nao bon ho da tw chui dau vao mot thung thudc sing bit kin, strc ép
kinh khung ctia s6ng xung kich do vu né giy ra sé khién tit ca bién thanh banh thit kho.
Nhung trué¢c mat ho lic ndy, ngoai dwong ham 4y ra, thuc sw khong con 18i nao khac nira.

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Du sao cling chét, danh cwoc mot phen con hon l1a chiu ménh.”
Bon ho dung 1éu bat x&p thanh mat cai cang don gian, dit Pudng Man vao rdi nhic 1én chay
vé phia dwong ham.

Bon Merkin van dang & trén ciu thang chd huyét tri, ltc 4y lai gip thém Max va miy tén
nita chay tir bén trong ra. Max tién lén trwéc dén dwong, néi: “Ong chd... moi ngwoi lam gi
Véy?"

Merkin dap: “Pirng can dwong, quay lai cho tao, chiing né cwdp mat ban do roi.”

Max ca kinh, voi gio dong hod deo tay 1én: “Ong chti, khong Kip nita roi! Chi con ba phut
nita 1a bom né, gior quay tré lai chdng phai vira dé€n noi thi bom da né roi sao?”

Merkin tron trirng mat 1én nhw con ca vang, hai tay chdng nanh thé hong hoc: “May...
may... 1a thang ché chét!”
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Max hoang hén théot: “Ong chi, néu ban dé bi nd tung thi ching phai nd Iuc clia chiing ta
sé tan thanh may khoi hét hay sao?”

Merkin tron trirng mat 1én, nghién ring kén ket quat: “May hiéu cai ché gi, chic chan la
chiing n6é khéng chét dwoc!”

Soares ciling tham kinh ngac: “Ben khong thé biét thong dao méi 16 ra kia c6 thé thoat ra
ngoai hay khdng méi phai chir nhi, hin dwa vao céi gi ma khang dinh chic chan thé?”

Nghi doan, y ciing lo 1ang néi: “Di thoi Ben, con chwa biét 1a ¢6 thé Ian theo dwong cii tré
ra hay khong ntra dg.”

Tay M& ldc nay lién 1én tiéng: “Co thé. Cac co quan trong thong dao da nglrng hoat dong
ca rdi, dam day leo ciing bat dau thu nho lai. Sau khi chét mit ba ngudi, bon chung téi lién
nap vao mot goc, dén khi thiy dam day leo khong con uy hiép gi nita méi di ra ma.”

Merkin khéng cam long nhin 1én 16i vao hinh chit nhat chi cich trong gang tic nhung lai
phai 1én 1én xudng xuéng mwoi may ting ciu thang niva méi dén dwoc, han hoc néi: “Tir dau
chi cudi chiing ta van di tredc mot bwédc, néu khdng phai tai cai co quan chét tiét kia thi lam
sao bi chiing dudi kip dwoc ch? Di, dit bom hét cho tao, tao phai pha tung céi chd nay ra!”
N6i doan, han lai liéc nhin kién trtc hinh t6 ong mot 1an nira, swc nhé ra nhirng hang chi
khac trén do, trong long cang thém han hoc hon: “Khéng thé nao, ci tén do, sao lai xuit
hién & diy dwoc ch&? Tuyét doi khong thé dé bat ky ké nao chid y dén dwoc!”

2

Soares thim nht: “Th anh thwe sw mudn cho no thuc ra chi la noi nay théi phai khéng?
Ben, rét cudc 1a trén kién tric quai di nay khic ky hiéu gi vdy? Anh muén che gidu diéu gi?
Noi nay chic 1a khong cé quan hé gi véi anh ddy chk?”

Ca doan nguoi bat man quay dau di theo dwong cii tré ra. Theo 1énh ctia Merkin, Loi Ba,
Max, Pat Kiét diat bom & tat ca nhitng noi cé ky hiéu, nhwng ky hiéu qua nhiéu, theo nhw
cach ndi cia Loi Ba, chang hiéu bom n6 c6 1am sap ca vach da nay hay khong nira.

https://thuviensach.vn



~N N A

Huyét mach noi lién

Trong gior khac khdn cidp quyét dinh sinh t ton vong, mau khang cw clia cac thanh vién
trong doi déu bi kich dong dén cwc han. Néu doéi lai 1a luc binh thwong, vét thwong thé nay
cda bat c nguoi nao trong doi cling da khién ho guc ga khong bo diy néi, nhwng bay gio,
moi ngwoi déu nghién rang vuot qua, hon nira con kién tri dwgc mot thoi gian dai dén thé,
khong thé néi dé khong phai la ky tich dwoc. Khong cé 1y do gi lai nga xuéng truwée ké dich,
ai niy déu ha quyét tim trong long, khong cé thudc men, bao nhiéu dau déon déu phai dwa
vao nghi lwc ma vwot qua hét. Thong dao cao gan hai mét nay qua nhién khéng phai dwong
chét, cudi cing dan dén mot gian thach that kin. Mic du bi bit kin, nhwng khong gian trong
long thach thit rat rong, it nhat cling phai dén hai tram mét vuéng. Ngoai ra, dworng dén day
con phai qua hai chd ngoat, 1én hai ciu thang cao chirng may chuc mét, strc ép clia séng
xung Kkich vi vy sé& gidm bt di rat nhiéu. Chi hai trdim mét ngin ngui thoi ma cac thanh vién
déu cdm thdy nhw minh da chay ca ntra thé ky, ai ndy déu wét dAm md hoi lanh, cdm giac
xwong c6t cha xat vao nhau dau dén khén cung. Khéng kip quan sat ky thach that, vira vao
dén noi, tit ca lién ty dong ap sat hai bén canh cira, lang 1€, lang 1& doi cho lan séng xung
kich cudi cung.

Béng dém tinh l3ng twdng chirng ct vinh vién nhw thé, xung quanh yén ang dén ron
nguoi, ai ndy déu cam thiy nhip tim minh chuin x4c twa nhip nhay ctia dong ho, “tich tic,

tich tdc, tich tic” - mot 4o gidc Am thanh y nhw nhau xuit hién trong tai moi nguwoi... Canh
clra Dia nguc, hin s& mé ra trong khoanh khic tiép sau.

Truyén téi truede tién khong phai tiéng ndé Am vang, ma la mot con chidn dong manh liét,
vach twong rung ban bat & téc dd cao nhw chiéc ghé massage, mirc rung dong khién than
thé té ran ran, roi bién dé chin dong moi lic mot 16n, kém theo tiéng ddong Am Am nhu sAm
nd tir xa dan gan lai, ca gian thach thit twa nhu mot dwong ray dwdi banh xe ltra nghién
qua. Khi ngon Itra phun qua ctra thiéu dot tat c3, vach da chan déng dit doi kinh hoang, tirng
mang bun vita, d4 vun roi xuéng 14 t4 nhu mwa, mat san rung lac, bat dau xuit hién cac vét
nit, hoi ndng ham héip, tiéng n6 dung dung, chdn déng dir doi, bao nhiéu cam giac ay hoa
quyén vao nhau, khién nguoi ta c6 cam giac noi day ding la mot dia nguc dich thuye.

Luw@i Itra phun qua ctra dai dén may chuc mét, xong 1én dén tan dinh thach that, hét dot
nay dén dot khac nhuw séng bién 16p sau noi lién 16p trwede, don hét ning lwong da tich tu
d4y a0 ra trong mdt chép méit. Cudi cuing, ngon lira cling mién cwéng nhoé dan di, gian thach
that rét cudc cling khéng bi chidn déng lam d6 sip, chi c6 diéu khong khi ngidp ngua mui
khét let. Con rdn Itra vira rut di, bdng nghe “bich bich”, mdt ngudi nga vat xudng, vuot ngoai
du lidu cta tat ca moi ngudi, lat ma A La khong ngdr da hon mé bat tinh. Ca nhém voi lam
cip ctru cho 6ng, nhung thwc sy khéng ai hi€u ndi tai sao dai sw ndi ngat la ngat luén nhw
thé&. Nhac Dwong noéi: “Chédc chin dai sw da bi ndi thwong cuc nang roi, ning dén ndi khong
thé cAm cuw dwoc niva.”

Tréai tim lat ma A La twa nhw bi nguoi ta ném vao c¢6 may xay thit, Dai Man Pa La Téng Té,
cai duy nhat con lai trén ddi, moi tiéng nd déu nhw khoét di mot miéng trong trai tim dng.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sau khi biét lat ma A La chi tam thoi hén mé, treédc mit van chwa phat hién ra than thé cé
thwong tich gi dic biét, gido sw Phwong Tan lién 1é cai chan bi thwong di quan sat bén trong
gian thach thit, twa ho chang biét mét mai 1a gi vay.

Gian thach that nay ré rang rit khac nhirng gian thach thit bén trong twong Phat khdng
16, b6n birc twong va tran déu dung gach dat xay nén, cé vé bich hoa rit tinh xao, kj thuit so
v&i kién tric dang cung dién ba ting & miéng twong Phit khong 16 con cao hon mot bic, ro
rang khong phai sdn phdm cla hai thoi dai khac nhau, nhin ranh ranh la phong cach kién
tric dic sac clia vwong triéu C8 Cach roi. Trong thach that tich mot 1¢p bui day, trén san
phia Pong thach thit c6 nhirng vét dai rat ro, mac du da bi ludi Iva li€ém qua, nhwng nhin
van c6 thé nhan ra dwoc d6 1a cho tirng chit rweong hom, nhwng hom xiéng thi da bi ngudi
ta don di hét ca roi. Trén birc twong phia Ty c6 ctra, nhung bi bit kin so sai bang gach dat,
bén ngoai phi 1én mot 16p vira. Gido sw Phwong Tan goi Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong: “O0 day
c6 canh ctra, dung thuéc n6 déo pha ra di, dirng, dirng dit nhiéu thuéc né qua.” Trong long
ong day nghi hodc: “Chd nay da 1a quan thé kién triic C8 Cach roi a? Rt cudc chung ta dang
& dau day nhi?”

Khu chinh gitra thach that bi mdt cai ban da to twdng chiém, bao la giéng huyét tri thi
hoan toan khdng ding. Cai ban da nay vira nhin da biét so véi huyét tri 1a hai thit hoan toan
chang lién quan gi dén nhau, giéng sa ban md phong chién trwong thu nhé st dung trong
chién tranh hién dai hon, ma ch4t da té hon nhiéu, nhiéu chd da hoan toan sa héa, trong kha
giong thd 1am bén ngoai. Sat twong phia sau ban da 1a mot cai bé ciing bang d4, chinh gitra
bé da cb ba cai hoc xép thanh hinh chir phdm (&a), 6 1€ 1a hai cai hinh vudng, mét cai hinh
chir nhit, d6 vat dit trong cai hoc hinh chit nhat va mét trong hai héc hinh vudng da bi
nguoi ta 1y di mat, hoc hinh vuéng con lai c6 chira mot cai hop trong nira nhw dong nira
nhw sit. Gido sw Phwong Tan quan sat ky hai cai héc rong, bén trong hdc hinh chit nhat
khong c6 gi, nhung gitra hdc hinh vudng thi c6 mot 16 nhé 16t ddng, gido sw nhin biét ngay
day 1a mong ap, bén trong nhét mot tru dong hodc que dong gi do, bén trén dung hop sat
nang dé xudng, chi cAn hop sat bi 14y di, que ddng sé bat 1én, co quan ciing theo d6 ma khai
dong.

Xem ra thir dit trong hdc hinh chir nhat thi c6 thé 13y di dwoc, nhung hop sit trong héc
hinh vudng lai c6 cam bay, néu chi 14y cai hop khong c6 mdng ap ra thi khéng sao, con 1&
chon phai héc c6 mdng ap, chic mudi muoi 1a sé dung phai cam biy chi mang. Day 1a mot
canh bac ndm dn nam thua, nhin hién trang gian thach that nay c6 thé thiy ngwoi 1y di cai
hop sdt nam xwa da thang cwgc. Vay bén trong cai hdp sat con lai chira cai gi? Thudc doc, co
quan, tin tirc gia - théng thwomg déu la ba thi nay... Gido sw Phwong Tan lwdng lw khong
biét c6 nén 14y cai hop sit con lai nay ra hay khong? Xét cho cung thi day ciing 1a do vat cla
c6 nhan ¢d y lwu lai, co quan & day hay ké ca ban than chiéc hop 4y chic 1a déu c6 ich cho
doi ngii ciia ho trong twong lai. Ping, doi moi ngwdi rit ra khoi day, ta sé nhic hop sat ra!
Gido sw Phwong Tan thdm ha quyét tim véi minh.

“Gido suw, 6ng xem nay.” Ba Tang dirng thang chan, c6 gang cii khom ngudi xudng dé nhin
ro dwoc vat dudi dat.

Gi4o suw Phwong Tan nghe tiéng buéc dén, chi thiy ché Ba Tang dang dirng c6 mdt cai que
g0 nhg, vi trai qua nam thang nén bi vui 14p trong ddng cat bui, chi 16 mot chit phan dudi.
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Gido sw va Ba Tang vin d& 1An nhau, cudi cung cling véi nhit dwoc cai que 4y 1én, lién thiy
mot diu que van con d4u vét bi dét chay. Gido sw 14m bam ndi: “Lay que gb nho lam diém,
chuyén nay phai dén dau thé ky mwoi chin méi cd, vay thi, nhém khach cudi cung dén day,
c6 18 1a cach ching ta chirng mot trdm nam, chic 12 6ng ta roi.”

Ba Tang dwa mat nhin gido sw Phwong T4n, “6ng ta” ma gido sw nhac dén gir da 1 ci tén
ma moi thanh vién trong nhém nay déu hét sirc quen thudc, Morgan Stanley! Gido sw
Phwong Tén ti€p tuc ngdm nghi: “Stanley da dén day, vay thi 6ng ta di 14y di mot cai hop
roi, 1a mot dai gia tham hiém, chic chan dng ta hét strc quen thudc véi loai co quan nay, thé
nén maéi dé chiéc hop kia & lai. Thé nhwng, trong dwong ham con dé lai miy céng cu twong
ddi tho so, rd rang khong phai do Stanley 1am, chang 1& con c¢é ngudi nao d6 dén sém hon
nita a? O’ day da la mot gian phong bi mat rdi, nhwng ré rang con cach mot khoang nira méi
dén twong Phat khong 16 cua Mat gido, 1& nao ngudi C6 Cach da biét chuyén gi d6 nén mai
muon dao siu xudng long dit? Tiéc that, chi chwa ddy mdt mét niva 1a dao dén 16i thong roi.
U'm? Cai gi day nhi?” Bén canh que diém, gido sw Phwong Tan lai phat hién thém vai thit
nira, nhin rit giong nhirng manh da dé, d3 mun muc, trén c6 vé hai ky hiéu ky quai, kha
giong chir cai tiéng Anh. Gido sw Phwong Tan ghi lai hai ky hiéu 4y, chuln bi v&i tay nhit
1én, khéng ngdr 6ng thé hoi manh, hit ra moét hoi da 1am né tan thanh tro bui luén. Gido sw
Phwong Tan noi: “Manh da dé vun nay e khong phai cua Stanley mang dén, cé thé la do tw
thoi veeong triéu C6 Cach.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba tir ndy van ndm chit tay Pudmng Man, c6 diéu dén gidr ga cling da binh
tinh lai phan ndo. Pudng Man van dang chdi véi trén 1an ranh sinh tir, c6 thé ngoc nat
huwong tan bat ct lic nao. Néu ding 1a c6 bi xudt huyét ndi that, ngoai phau thuit mé& 6
bung ra thi khéng con cach diéu tri nao khac, nhung bon ho lai khéng hé chuin bi dung cu
dé phau thuat da chién, vi s lwong do dac ¢ thé mang theo rat c¢é han. Lir Conh Nam dirng
phia bén kia Pwong Man, tir dau chi cudi van khéng ngirng c6 vii tdm ly cho Trac Méc
Cuong Ba. Lat ma A La da dan da tinh lai, nhung sau tham trong long van dau dén khén
nguoi.

“Am!”, ctra ¢4 da dwoc mé ra mot cach thudn loi, ngay sau d6 khong chi c6 bui da roi ra,
ma con ca xwong ngudi, 4o gidp, ludi dao, thuln bai nira. Trwong Lap nhay lui mot budc,
thét 1én: “Oa, & day cling c6 nhiéu xwong qud, cai chd nay rét cudc 1a c6 bao nhiéu tir thi day
nhi?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Khong, cu nhin cho ré di, ching khac han nhirng bd xwong
chiing ta thiy trong twong Phat khong 16 ddy. Ao giap nay tréng giéng nhw ctia binh si C8
Cach vay, gior chung ta da dirng trong dia phan di chi C6 Cach roi.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Vay thi ching ta cé thé di ra ngoai roi! Tot qua di, lai c6 thé trong thay
mat troi roi!”

Ba Tang noi: “Mau ra ngoai thoi, néu bon chung lai cho né lan th hai bén trong twong
Phat thi hong bét do.”

Moi ngwdi déu da ra khoi thach that, gido sw Phwong Tan van ngdn ngo dirng & clra, cudi
cung ciing ha quyét tAm, ngdm chuin hwéng chiéc hdp sit ban diy moc ra, ké d6 giat manh,

https://thuviensach.vn



chiéc hop roi xudng dat danh cé6p mét tiéng, gido sw cling 1p tirc nhdy ra khoi thach thit,
nhung sau lung dwdng nhw van khong c6 bién hoa gi.

Gido sw Phwong Tan 14y lam nghi hoic, 6ng kéo chiéc hdp vao tay, giao cho lat ma A La,
roi dinh tré lai xem rot cudc 1a thé nao.

Lat ma A La lién can lai néi: “Chan anh di lai khong tién, dé toi di xem. Né&u c6 bién c8, néi
khong chirng t6i con tré ra dwoc.”

Lat ma A La quay vao rdi lai di ra, van an toan lanh lin, néi véi gido sw Phwong Tan: “Hai
héc hinh vuéng déu khong c6 mong 4p, cling ¢ nghia 1a & day chang c6 co quan gi hét, chi
lam ra vé c6 co quan dé doa nguoi ta thoi.”

Gi4o sw Phwong Tan mic du khong tin 1m, nhwng thoi gian khong con nhiéu nira. Ai ndy
déu thwong tich ddy minh, con vét thwong clia Man Man thi can phai cip ctu ngay, hai
nguwoi lién nhanh chéng dudi theo ca nhém.

Pwong hdm nay vira dai vira hep, xac kho chit day thanh tirng ting tirng 16p, cd doan
nguoi cr thé gidm dap 1én xac khd ma di ra, dwdi chin chdc chéc lai vang 1én tiéng “rac”
gion khé, bui bdc 1én nhw giam phai nim moc, khdng khi néng nac héi ham.

“Anh sang!” Nhitng ngwoi tir béng toi tré veé, nhin thdy anh sang, cdm giac mirng vui nhw
thé dwoec tai sinh. Mdc du do chi 1a 4nh Itva, nhwng Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap da xdc dong
mudn khéc 0a 1én, voi khénh Pudng Man rdo nhanh buéc chan tién vé phia trudec.

“Plrng clr ddng, thang khén kiép nao & trong 4y ddy!” Bén ngoai vang lén tiéng mé chot
sung, mot giong tho 16 khan khan khién cac thanh vién trong ddi sirng nguoi lai. Nhung
Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai thdy giong ndi nay hét sirc than thudc, lién d6 bong nghe Truwong
Lap mirng r& reo 1én: “Doi tredng HO! Poi tredng H6 Dwong, 1a ching téi diy ma, toi la
Trwong Lap, nam ngoai & Kha Kha Tay Ly day ma.”

“Ha! Ha sung xudng, ha sing xuong!” M6t ngwoi dan 6ng cao 1én rau ria x6m xoam nhw
twdéng cudp sai budc xong dén, khong phai doi trwedng H6 Dwong thi con la ai vao day dwoc
nita? Anh chang doi trwdng tinh tinh ngang budng hoang di nay cwoi hénh héch noi: “Chd
nao ciling gap cac cau c3, lan nay lai dén tim bao béi gi thé? H&? Sao thé nay?”

Trwong Lap dap: “C6 Man Man bi va dap, chic 1a xuit huyét noi roi, gior dang bi choang...”

Doi trudng H6 Dwong vdi vay tay sdp xép: “T6 y té dau, mau goi thanh vién td y té dén
day!”

“Anh H6!” Gido sw Phwong Tan tlr phia sau 1é chan 1én.

“Anh Phwong! Khong phai anh van di tim ché sao? Sao lai d6i thanh di trdém mo roi vay?”
DPoi trwdng HO6 Dwong lai gip dwoc ngwodi quen, vira dén 1a vd mot phat ludn. Gido sw
Phwong Tan suyt chtit nita bi anh ta vd cho sum xuéng dat, voi kéu 1én: “Nhe thdi, toi gior chi
1a ndm xwong gia, con bi thwong nira, khong chiu dwoc anh giay vo dau.”

Dboi tredng H6 Dwong lai thdy Trac Moc Cwdng Ba, hai ngwdi 6m chit 14y nhau, doan HO
Dwong v6 vai ga néi: “Trac Mdc Cudng Ba, lai trang kién thém nhiéu roi ddy.” Thay Trac
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Moc Cwdng Ba vAn nhin chdm cham vao Pudng Man, anh lién an Gi: “Yén tAm di, bac si toi
dan theo toan la chuyén gia c3, khong sao dau.”

Sau mét vong gidi thiéu, moi ngwdi di quen nhau. Lin nay déi trudng H6 Dwong dwoc
ban moi dén C6 Cach tham quan, doi khdo sat khoa hoc téng cong c6 sadu nguwoi di. Chuyén
nay phat hién dwoc him xac kho thir ba trong mit dao dwédi long dat cia vweong cung Co
Cach, moi ngwoi wéc dodn trong mat dao nay con chira van vat tlr thoi Co Cach dé lai nira. Vi
di chi C6 Cach da tr¢ thanh khu du lich, nén dé ddm bao cho 14n khao sat nay dwoc thuin
loi, ho moi cd bd doi dia phwong dén hiép trg, khéng ngo lai gdp bon gido s Phwong Tan
trong hang dong, méi dau con twdng la bon trom mé nira. Vira gdp mat, Trwong Lip va
Nhac Dwong da ra bat chuyén véi may dong chi trong quin khu ludn roi.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi tro chuyén vai cau cho phai phép lich sw, tat ca tinh lwc cta gi lai
don hét vao Pwong Man. Mdy bac si nhin c6 vé rat dan day kinh nghiém kiém tra xong lién
ndi: “Gan nhw c6 thé khing dinh 12 xuit huyét ndi roi, gior cach t6t nhat 1a phiu thuat mé 6
bung déng thoi 14p tirc truyén mau, cadn phai dwa c6 4y dén bénh vién ngay. Con nira, may
nguoi nay déu bi thwong khong nhe, cling cin phai dén bénh vién ngay.”

Pwoc cac bac siva bo doi giup dé, moi ngwoi nhanh chéng ra khoéi dia cung. Mot bac s ho
Cat néi: “Tlr day di 6 t6 dén bénh vién gan nhat it nhat cling mat nra ngay roi, dirng noéi la
bénh nhin bi sdc nang nay khéng chiu ndi, dén nhitng ngwoi gy xwong cac anh ciing kho
ma cam cuw dworc tédi luc dy, can phai yéu ciu trwc thing chi vién théi.”

Lit CaAnh Nam néi: “Chuyén nay bac si cir yén tAm, vira ndy t6i da lién lac roi, trwc thang
dang bay dén day do.”

BAc si Cat van néi: “Nhwng ma bénh nhan nay khong thé kéo dai dwoc 1au nhw vay, chi so
khong doi dwoc triec thang dau.”

Trac Mdc Cudng Ba vOi noi: “Bac si, chang 18 khdng con cach nao khac sao?”

Béac si Cat dap: “Truyén mau, truyén mau cé thé kéo dai thém mot thoi gian niva. Nhuwng
ma mot la cin rat nhiéu mau, hai la chiing t6i khéng biét nhém mau cia c6 iy, lan nay toi
chi mang theo mot tdi cip ciru, khong 1ai xe ciru ho dén day. Toi chi cé thé thwc hién quy

trinh bom trao d6i huyét twong don gidn nhat théi, moi ngwdi c6 biét nhém méau cua co ay
khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba chia tay ra néi luén: “Truyén mau cda t6i di, trong nhém chung toi chi
c6 minh t6i va c6 4y nhém mau O thoi.”

Lap tirc c6 mdt thanh vién dodi khao sat khoa hoc va mét binh si néi minh cling nhém mau
0, nhitng ngwdi con lai rat nhiéu nguwoi khong ré minh thuéc nhém mau gi.

Bac si Cat ngén lai n6i: “Ching ta chi c6 mot bom trao doi huyét twong, chi cé thé 1y mau
cia mot ngwoi thoi.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi ludn: “Vay 1dy mau cua toi di.”

Bac si Cat lo lang ndi: “Nhung ma phai gwong téi khi truc thang bay dén, chi s¢ can lvong
mau rat lon diy.”

https://thuviensach.vn



L&r CAnh Nam néi: “Chung t6i con mot tdi cip ciru nira, bac si xem cé dung cu gi st dung
dwoc khong.”

Bac si Cat gat dau: “Vay dwoc roi, mau khiéng bénh nhin qua day, ching ta can st dung 6
t6 dé tao ra mot moi trweong vo khuan.”

Trong xe, bac si Cat kiém tra tui cip cttu cia L& Canh Nam, mirng r& néi: “Tét qua roi,
dung cu cta cac vi hoan thién qua, xem ra ching ta con c6 thé tao vong tuin hoan truyén
mau cho c6 iy nira d6. To6i da so bd xac dinh pham vi xuit huyét réi, dang chuin bi dan luwu,
gior sé tién hanh sat khun, chi cAn mot tre thu va nguoi ti€p mau thoi, nhirng ngwdi khong
lién quan xin ra ngoai hét cho.”

“Kiém tra CVP w.”

“Huyét ap, nhip tim, h6 hip.”

“Tiém thuéc té.”

“Ong anh 3, gio toi chi c6 thé diing mit thudng quan sat ma tién hanh dan lwu mau, kinh
nghiém cho t6i biét 1a ¢ thé truyén mau tudn hoan, nhw viy cong v&i mau clia anh nira thi
c6 nhiéu hy vong hon, nhung c6 sit dung mau cuia c6 iy dé truyén ngwoc hay khong thi can
trung cau y kién cda than nhan nguwoi bénh.”

“Str dung di, bac si, toi dong y...”

“A, anh 1a gi ctia c6 dy vay?”

“Chong.”

“Mbi 100 ml mau thém 10 ml chit chéng ddng mau 3,8% sodium citrate, loc qua mwoi
hai gac roi truyén lai vao co thé. Bom trao ddi huyét twong, bat dau rat mau, anh ban 3,
thin thé anh xuit hién tinh trang gi phai lap tirc bao cho t6i biét ngay, tdi khéng muon c6
hai nguwoi cting chét trong tay minh dau diy nhé.”

“Yén tam di bac si...”

Trong khe siu dwéi long dat, Merkin ngoanh lai nhin mwoi bay toa thap ngugc bap bung
anh ltra, cam than thot 1én: “Canh twong that hung vi qua, sau nay ndi khéng chirng con khai
thac lam khu du lich dwgc dy chi.”

Max voi néi: “Phai roéi, phai roi, dng chu that tinh twong, diy ding la ky tich cta nhan
loai.”

Soares buc bdi néi: “Tam trang khoi phuc cling nhanh nhi. Vira méi réi con dung dung néi
giadn nhdy chom chom, gi¢r da lai thwdng thirc canh dep dwoc roi, that khéng thé hiéu noi
anh nira.”

Merkin n& mot nu cwoi than bi: “Roi anh s& hiéu th6i.” Noi doan han quay lai nhin dam
nguwoi mét mai U ri phia sau, ldc dén hon ba chuc tén, gior chi con lai lac dac chwa day chuc
nguoi. Di dwoc niva dwdng, bong cé cdm giac khe ndi rung 1én nhé nhe, twa nhw chac ba mot
canh ciy c6 thu bi sét danh dang dung dwa mudn do vat xudng. Merkin thidm kinh hai, voi

https://thuviensach.vn



néi: “Khong xong roi, trong khe vuc c6 bién dong, hinh nhw c6 thir gi sap sap xudng thi phai.
Tang tdc, ching ta phai lap tirc roi khoi chd nay!”

Max 14m b4m ndi thAm: “Chang I& bi cdi mom ché cla thang Loi Ba noi tring roi, ca vach
ndi ndy sap sap xudng chac?”

Merkin doan khong sai, phan diu twgng Phit khong 16 va vach da von lién két véi nhau
bang thong dao hinh chi¥ nhat, doan c6 huyét tri chinh 1a phan két hop gitra thong dao va
vach d4, sau khi bi bon Merkin pha huy, twgng Phat khdng 16 mat di luwc chdng dd, gio chang
khac gi canh khé cidy muc, lién d6 vat tir phan héng xudéng, ké d6 la vo soé tiéng dong dm am,
ca pho twong Phat cao nghin mét da vinh vién chim xudng vuwc sdu khong day dwdi long dat.

Thoi gian tréi qua nhw chdm lai mot cach la thwong, trong xe chi cé tiéng may moéc va
tiéng tirng giot mau chay ti tach, Trac Moc Cwong Ba chi nhé ldac truc thing dén bén ngoai
hinh nhw c6 tiéng ngwdi hoan ho, 1én may bay dwoc mot luc, gd d3 mo mang nga thiép di.
“MAan MAn, mang ching ta gan lién v&i nhau roi, séng thi cling séng, chét thi chét chung, bat
ké 1a thé nao anh ciing khong bo cudc dau... Pirng chét, anh phai dwa em di xem chién ngao,
em hira v&i anh réi ma, ching ta phai cung di tim kiém né...”

Mot quang sang trang ménh mang, Trac Moc Cwong Ba tir tit mé mat, xung quanh tit
thay déu tuyén mot mau trang. “Anh tinh réi.” Giong Ltr Canh Nam vira ditt, bén canh lai c6
nguwoi 1on tiéng reo: “Cwdng Ba thiéu gia tinh roi!"
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Mot dam thwong binh

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thich &rng v&i hoan canh xung quanh, nhanh chéng nhan ra day la
bénh vién, twdrng mau trang, giwdng mau trang, quin 4o mic trén ngwdi ciing ddi sang do
mau xanh trang. Lir CAnh Nam ciing m3c d6 y nhw vy, hinh nhw tir dau chi cudi vin & bén
giwvong ga. Giwong bénh cua Trwong Lap & phia sau lwng Lit CAnh Nam, mot tay anh ta bi
treo 1én, b6 day thach cao.

“Man Man dau?”

L&t CAnh Nam dwa mat nhin sang tay phai Trac Méc Cudng Ba. Trong mot thodng, bat giac
ga nhan thdy mat c6 d6 lung lén. Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba ngoadnh diu sang phia phai, lién thiy
ngay Puwong Man. C6 dang nam ling yén twa nhw nang céng chtia Bach Tuyét. Hai chiéc
giwvong dugc x€p canh nhau, hai ban tay van ndm chit nhau, vdy ma Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai
khong c6 cdm gidc gi. May theo doi cia hai ngwoi diat bén canh hai chiéc giwong. Lir Canh
Nam ndi: “Hai ngwoi ldc hén mé van ndm chat tay nhau, tach thé nao ciing khong tach duorc,
hét cach, ho danh ké giwdng sat vao véi nhau.” Phia sau Puwdng Man 1a Nhac Dwong, cling bi
treo canh tay 1én. Trac Moc Cwdorng Ba mudn nging dau, Lir CAnh Nam lién gitp gi mot tay,
phia bén kia phong bénh 1a gido sw Phwong Tan, Ba Tang, va lat ma A La dang nim, ngoai ra
con mot giwong trong danh cho Lir Cinh Nam. Xem ra lan nay thu hoach khdng té chut nao,
tit cd déu “tring s6” ca.

BAc si nhanh chéng bwéc vao, moét bac si khoang chirng ndm muwoi tudi dan theo ba bén
nguwoi khac tré hon. Ca bac si Cat cling cé mat.

Bac si Cat gidi thiéu: “Pay la cht nhiém khoa ngoai bénh vién ching t6i, dong thoi cling la
thay gido toi, gido sw Bui Vii Khanh.”

Gido sw Bui kiém tra mot lwot réi ndi: “Lan nay hai ngwdi khong chét diang la ky tich. Mic
du ciu hoc tro nay cua tdi ¢6 hoi lam bira, nhwng may 13 ciu ta cwoc thang, néu thé chit yéu
hon mot chat théi, hai ngwoi déu chét la cai chac roi.”

Trén thuc té, trwedc d6 gido sw Bui da ndi riéng védi hoc tro cia minh khdng biét bao nhiéu
lan: “Hai nguwoi nay song dwgc tuyét déi la mot ky tich. C6 1€, a khong, nhit dinh 1a cé th gi
d6 khién ho khong thé bé dwoc chap niém, méi co thé cdm cw dé séng tiép. Hai nguoi déu
mat trén mot phan ba lwong mau trong co thé, dac biét 1a nguoi dan 6ng kia, anh ta gan nhw
da truyén mot nra lwgng mau cia minh vao co thé c6é gai roi, gan nhuw la 1dy mang doi
mang, nhu vy ma van khong chét, that khong thé nao tin ndi, that khong thé nao tin ngi!”

Theo cach néi cla cac bac si, cd ddm nguwoi nay it nhat c6 ndm ngwdi cin vao phong giam
sat bénh nhin nang dé quan sat hai tw trén hai tw, nhuwng nhirng nguwoi tinh tdo déu nhat tri
yéu ciu dwoc & chung mét phong bénh. Két qua 1a gian phong 1én nay gan nhw da bi cai tao
thanh phong gidm sat bénh nhan nang mé&i luon.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Pwong Man ndm tay nhau bo tré vé tir 1an ranh sinh tt, tit nhién
la khong can phai ndi. Sau d6 la dén Lir CAnh Nam, nhin bé ngoai thi khéng sao, nhung toan
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than déu bi tén thwong cac td chirc mém, sdu bay day chang bi dit, tu mau duéi da trén
dién rong, nhiéu chd xwong c6t 1éch vi tri da bi ép dy lai, suyt chit nita 1a hinh thanh viém
mo m&, moi vét thwong trén ngwoi déu da khién dau don dén ngit di, thAm chi c6 nhitng
vét thuwong c6 thé truc ti€p din dén tir vong. Cac bac si trong thiy nhitng vét thwong trén
minh L& CAnh Nam ma kinh hoéang, tit cad déu khéng biét c6 gai nay da lam thé nao dé chiu
dung dwoc. Lic 1am phau thuit da cho c6 hit vao mot lwong thudc mé rat 16n, dén ca voi
cling phai hon mé hoan toan, viy ma Lir CAnh Nam van giit dwoc tinh tdo. Cac bac si phai
ngam thira nhin véi nhau rang than kinh va cd xwong cdt ngudi dan ba nay déu rén bang
thép ca. Cac t6 chirc mém ctia Lir Canh Nam va lat ma A La 1a t6n thwong nhiéu nhat, ciing
nghiém trong nhat, nhwng xwong cot hai ngwoi thi ngay cd mét vét ran nho cling khong cé,
so v&i sdt thép cling khong ngoa. Xem phim chup X-quang cla cd, tt cd déu mat tron mat
det hd h6c mém ra, khong hiéu rét cudc thé nao méi luyén dwoc cho mat do xwong cao dén
mirc 4y day! Pic biét 1a Lir CAnh Nam, phau thuit xong hém thit hai da xuéng giwdng di lai,
cam dién thoai khong nglrng lién lac, khong nglrng sip xé&p no kia, tic phong “nit cwdng
nhan” sdm rung chép giat chang khac gi ba chu ctia doanh nghiép 1én. Trong bénh vién cé
ngudi dan ba thép, danh hiéu nay da dan dwoc cac bac si truyén miéng khap, ai cling biét ca
roi.

Lat ma A La va gido sw Phwong Tan tudi tac déu cao, ngwoi gia bi thuwong ning nhw vy,
khong chét da 1a ky tich 1am roi, nhung lic dén bénh vién hai ngudi van doi dao sinh khi,
tinh than quic thwdec, lai khién cic bac s thém mot mé ngac nhién dén roi ca kinh, chi biét
nghi dén cau “glrng cang gia cang cay”!

Ba nguoi Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong va Ba Tang, trong thi c6 vé bi thwong rit nang, nhung
ngoai gy xwong va bi trung dan ra, nhirng vét thwong khac déu khong van dé gi 1am, thém
vao tudi tac van con tré, chic rang sé hodi phuc rat nhanh, cang vé sau cang do hon. Vira ra
khéi phong phau thuat, Trwrong Lap nhu swc nhé ra chuyén gi d6, cAu dau tién da hoi ngay:
“Lan khado hach nay chung t6i da qua ctra chwa? Gido quan?”

Lit Canh Nam nam trén giwong, ngudc mit nhin tran nha néi: “0'm, coi nhw qua roi.”

Trwong Lap ciling tu thay tirc cwdi: “Suyt chit niva 1a chét cd nut roi, viy ciing coi la qua
clra a?”

L& Canh Nam tya h6 dang chim trong héi rc, khdng néi gi thém nira.

Thuec ra, lan ndy moi thanh vién trong nhém déu mang dén cho cac bac s mot sw ngac
nhién khong nhd, dac biét la bao nhiéu nguwoi cung bi thwong mét lic nhw thé, néu khong
phai héi han biét duwgc mot s6 chuyén, cac bac si that sw da ngd rang bon ho cing ri nhau
nhay tir ting nam xuéng dat roi, dén ca du da tip thé cling khong thé giy ra thwong tich
nghiém trong nhu thé dwoc, phai n6i la mot dam liéu mang méi ding.

Sau khi hoi lai, Trac Méc Cwdng Ba biét ra g va Pudng Man hén mé nam ngay roi, gior
déu da qua giai doan nguy hiém. Ban d4u bon ho dwoc cip ciru & bénh vién huyén Trat Dat,
roi ngay sau d6 tranh thu tirng phut tirng gidy mot dwa téi bénh vién nay, cudi cing ciing
gitt dwoc tinh mang.
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Puwong Man trwdc d6 da tinh mot 1an, gior da lai ngua thiép di. Poi trwdng H6 Dwong cé
dén thim mdy lan, d€ lai rat nhiéu hoa qua va do tAm bé, vi con cé viéc riéng, nén chic
muodn hon anh méi tré lai dwoc. Vira quay lai bénh vién, H6 Dwong lién gidn dir x6 cho Trac
Moc Cwong Ba vira méi tinh lai sau con hon mé kéo dai mot trdn, n6i Trac Moc Cwong Ba
khéng ra gi, rang ca bon 1am ra chuyén lén nhw thé ma lai khéng néi véi anh mot 1oi.
Trwong Lap chi biét cwdi khé gidi thich gitp Cwong Ba thiéu gia, n6i khi 4y bon ho ciling
chang hé biét d6 1a noi ndo, lai cang khong hé biét chuyén gi lién quan dén Bac Ba La than
miéu, lai cang khong thé ngo sé 14p thanh mot doi dwoc huin luyén dic biét dé tim kiém,
ma khi 4y lai cdm thay hy vong tim dwgc con ch6 d6 chi nhw hat cat gitra sa mac, sao c6 thé
dem chuyén chang diu vao diu 4y noi ra dwgc co chir. Vé sau tham gia doi hudn luyén dic
biét, tir dau chi cud6i déu la tién hanh tip huin bi méat, dau c6 lién hé gi véi thé gidi bén
ngoai.

Nghe don ltic ho méi nhip vién con c6 ca phéng vién dén nira. Trac Moc Cwdorng Ba hdi tai
sao khong ngan lai. Nhac Dwong cudi gwong bao véi ga, lac dé6 moi ngwoi déu dang day xe
hay khiéng cang, ai can lai dwgc chi. Gigi truyén thong von rit thinh midi, du sao ciing cé
bao nhiéu nguoi bi thwong khong ré nguyén nhan nhw thé kia ma, nhwng chuyén nay gido
quan da phan anh 1én cip trén roéi, dén hom sau la khong con phéng vién gi dén diéu tra
tham nhap ntra.

Sau khi ho roi khéi khe viee dwéi long dat, nghe dau da xay ra sw c6 dia chan, hai bén
théng dao déu sip hét, wéc tinh mudn don sach dwong vao khe vie dy cling phai ton thoi
gian mdt nam, khong biét tén Ben va dong bon da roi khéi dé chwa. Diéu lam cac thanh vién
phin chin nhit 1a ho di tim thiy hai tim ban do!

Lat ma A La cwép dwoc trong tay Ben mot tAm, trong cai hop sit gido sw Phwong Tan 1dy
dwoc & gian thach that cudi cing c6 mot tAm khac. Sau khi so sanh, cac chuyén gia da dwa ra
két luin, hai tAm ban d6 nay cung mot chit liéuy, 1a sdn phdm cda cung mét thoi Ky, thadm chi
c6 chuyén gia con néi ro rang, hai tim ban do nay dwgc vé trén cuing mot tAm da soi, sau do
m&i cat ra lam doi. Nhung ndi dung ban do thi lai hoan toan khac nhau.

Ca hai tAim ban do6 déu dwoc ghi lai trong may tinh ctia gido sw Phwong Tan. Hom thi hai
sau khi Trac Mdc Cuong Ba tinh lai, gido sw lién dwa cho ga xem. Pay chinh la thi ho gianh
dwoc sau hanh déng dem ca tinh mang minh ra dat cwoc. TAim ban do6 thit c6 vé hinh thé
mach nui, xung quanh nudi non viy boc, c¢6 chd thich phwong hwéng. Cé diéu, & Tay Tang,
nhirng ngon nui nhw thé qua thwc qua nhiéu, chi riéng mach nui 1én da c6 ba bon cai roi,
dinh nui thi khéng dém xué, mudén tim dwgc phwong vi chudn xac tir tim ban do6 nay, xem
ra khong phai chuyén mot hai thang ma giai quyét dwoc. Hai tAim ban d6 géc déu giao ca cho
nhém chuyén gia dé€ tién hanh gidm dinh cac thong tin 4n tang trong d6. Ngoai ra con mot
nhém nguoi chuyén dung vé tinh dé chup anh ndi non Tiy Tang sau d6 tién hanh so sanh
mot trén mot. Tuy nhién L&t CAnh Nam ciing lwu y moi nguwdi, véi tée dd so sdnh nhw hién
nay, chic cAn phai mot nim sau m¢i hoan thanh duoc.

Vé tAm ban do gia kia, noi theo ki€u ctia Nhac Dwong thi 1a “lam gia cling chang nén hon,
nguoi ta vira nhin da biét ngay 1a hang gia r6i.” TAm ban d6 iy cung mot chat liéu véi tAm
ban d6 con lai, chi 1a ndi dung thi khac tAm kia mét troi mot vwee. Gido sw Phwong Tan hinh
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dung né thé nay: “Du 1a ban do giao thong twong tin nhit ctia Bic Kinh ciing khong phitc
tap bang nd.”

T4m ban d6 4y qua giéng nhuw ban dd thanh phd Bic Kinh vay, vé tirng vong tirng vong
thanh két cdu mang nhén, chia lam vong mot, vong hai, vong ba, nhirng vong tron déong tim
bAt quy tac 4y tong cdng c6 khoang hon tram, nhirng phin chi tiét khdong ngd con phai dung
dén kinh lap mé&i phén biét dwoc, con nhitng dwong ngang doc thi veon ra moi huwdng. Néu
n6i moéi doan 1a mot con dwong nho, vay thi trén ban dd6 nay chic phai vé dén ca hon van
con dudng, hon nita moéi doan lai dung nhitrng mau siac khac nhau dé biéu thi, tdng céng c6
nam mau do, vang, cam, xanh lam, xanh luc, bén canh con mot sé ky hiéu twgng hinh, nhin
cling rat ra dang ban do. Nhwng dirng néi 1a gido sw Phwong Tan va lat ma A La, dén ca doi
tredng H6 Dwong Kkién da thirc quang ciing chwa tirng nhin thiy ban d6 nao nhw thé bao
gio. H6 Dwong néi: “Ban do thoi ¢6 dai khéng chi tiét nhw thoi nay diu, thwdong chi phan
anh mach nui, dong song, dwong si, noi cw din tip trung, mac du ti 1é khéng thé dén mirc
tuyét d6i, nhwng it nhat cling khién ngwoi ta nhin 1 hiéu ngay. Cai thi nay cda anh la cai gi
day? Mot yéu t6 ma ban db can phai chi thich cling chang c6, néu bao day 1a thong dao, vay
nhitng cai chdm nay la gi? Cé noi nao cé ca hon tram 16i ra 16i vao khéng? Anh nhin di, day,
day, day ca day nira, ddu dau cling 1a duwong a? Cubi cung thi thong dén dau diy? Chod nao
cling chui qua dwoc hét a? Thé thi ban doé cai nwéc me gi chi?”

Ve chuyén ban dod nay con mot van dé nita, nghe ké lai 1a gido sw Phwong Tan va lat ma A
La da thao luin chuyén nay vé so lan roi. Hai tAim ban d6 cung mot chat liéu va cung mot
thoi ky, nén c6 thé cho rang mot tAim da bi nha tham hiém Stanley 14y trong dia cung cla
vwong trieu C8 Cach tir hon mot tram nam trwéc, nhwng tdm ban d6 ma lat ma A La ldy
dwoec lai 1a doat tir tay Ben. Ma Ben va dong bon thi chwa tirng vao dwong hdm bi nd 10 ra
dé, cling c6 nghia la tAim ban d6 trong tay Ben dwoc phat hién bén trong twong Phit khong
16 hodc trong Thién Phit dién, kha nang th hai cao hon mot chut. Ma thong dao noi gitra
dia cung C6 Cach vi twong Phat khong 16 khong théng han, vi lwu dan né nén mai 16 ra, vay
tAm ban do kia sao lai tir dia cung C6 Cach vao trong twong Phit khong 16 dwoc?

Gido sw Phwong Tan dwa ra hai gia thiét, thir nhit la Stanley 14y dwoc mot tAm ban do
trong dia cung C6 Cach, sau d6 lai tim thay 16i vao khe ngdm dwdi long dit, lung suc toan bo
twong Phit khong 16, cudi cing lam mat ban do trong Thién Phit dién dé Ben phat hién ra
dwoc; gia thiét th hai 13, ban d6 vén dwoc dit trong dan té gitvra Thién Phat dién, vé sau bi
nguoi ta 1dy di mot tAm, roi dat trong dia cung cua vwong triéu C6 Cach, nhung néu thé thi
tdm ban d6 Stanley da tim dwoc lai tir ddu ra - diéu nay gido sw khong thé giai thich dworc,
du suy doan thé nao ciling thiy cwc ky bat hop ly.

Noi hai tdim ban d6 xuat hién c6 vé nhw chi cach nhau c6 mét birc twong, nhwng lai cach
dén ca miy tram ndm, trong khi d6 cac chuyén gia lai cir dwa ra két luin rat c6 kha ning
chung dwoc lam tir cing mot bo da so6i nira. Tat ca déu that khién nguwdi ta kho hiéu.

Ltc Trac Mdc Cudng Ba hon mé, lat ma A La da ké lai nhitng chuyén ba ngudi gip phai
cho moi ngudi, ai ndy ciing déu cam khai khon nguéi véi sy viéc cia Pa Cat, ndi mac du tw
twdng anh ta hoi truyén théng bao thd, nhwng dich thwce 1a mot trang nam nhi ngwdi Tang
chinh truec.
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Nhung Trac Moc Cwong Ba con chwa biét, vao hom thi hai tir khi ga bat ddu hon mé, da
xay ra mét s6 chuyén khac nira.

Hém 4y, gido sw Phwong Tan va Ba Tang di phau thuit, Lir Canh Nam thi ban 1én ban
xudng xt ly cac sw viéc lién quan, trong phong bénh ngoai Trac Méc Cuwdng Ba va Man Man
dang hén mé ra chi con lai Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap va lat ma A La. Ba ngudi ban luan
nhitng chuyén xay ra trong Pdo Huyén Khong tw. Khi Nhac Dwong dic y khoe minh nhit
dwoc trong déng xuwong cét mot cai thé bai nhé bang dong, lat ma A La lién 1ap tirc nghiém
khac ra 1énh cho anh chang phai giao ndp tang vat, thir d6 cAn phai tra vé cho nha nuéc.
Nhac Dwong vira lam bam 14y thé bai ra, hai mét lat ma A La da sang birng 1én. Lat ma nhay
phat diy, nhin chin mot cai da l1én giwdng Nhac Dwong, chang hé c6 chut dang vé ton
nghiém cua bac dai sw nao ca.

Nhac Dwong con dang ap tGng giai thich: “T6i biét may thir nay déu phai tra cho nha nwéc,
toi c6 noi 1a mudn giit riéng dau, chi 1a 1y choi may ngay thoi ma...” thi lat ma A La da giat
14y tAm thé bai, cAm trén tay ngam nghia ky lwdng, hai mat sang ruc, hoi thé cling tré nén
gap gap. “Cau c6 biét day la cai gi khéng? Theo ciu thi gia tri ctia né thé nao?” Pai sw bat
thinh linh héi, r6i nhin chadm chiam vao Nhac Dwong. Ong nhin l1au dén ndi Nhac Dwong chot
da, r6i mai giai thich: “Pay 1a mot cai Ca 6 vang, cdu xem day!”

Néi doan, 6ng lién cim tdm “thé dong” 4y 1én 4n &n hai cai, cling khong hiéu da lam dong
tac gi, tAim thé dong lién kéu “cach” mot tiéng, mé bung ra, thi ra la mot cai hop dong nho.
Ké do, dai sw dung ngén tay khé vé vé, khong ngo lién kéo ra dwoc mot mé 14 vang dai ba
centimet, rong hai centimet, dau dudi ndi lién nhau, x&p lai thanh mot thép, trén méi 14 déu
c6 cham tré cac loai twgng Phat khac nhau, twong nao ciing dwoc cd hinh dang 1an than thai,
séng dong nhw thit.

Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Oa! T6i cAm bao nhiéu ngay r6i ma khéng biét bén trong cai hop
nay lai c6 co quan nhw thé dau nhé!”

Lat ma A La nghiém giong néi: “Pay 1a hop vang. Cau dirng coi thudng cai Ca 6 ndy, gidr ca
dat Tay Tang khong tim dwgc diu ra ndm céi giéng nhw thé dau. Trong ché do ci, phai cé
than phan Kham Béw tré 1én méi di tw cach deo né trén ngwoi day.” Néi téi day, lat ma A
La khéng khoi ngin nguwoi ra thodng chéc, trong bung thim nhu: “Pay chi la thi Nhac
Dwong tién tay nhit dwoc trong dong xwong cot dé6 ma da twong trung cho than phan dia vi
nay roi, trong bang ghi hinh cé thé thay s6 lwong cac phap khi trong déng xwong tan ay phai
tinh bing con s8 tram, m6i mot thir déu c6 thé xem 1a qudc bao ca do, troi oi, thir ma ching
dai dién, 1a mét giai doan lich str da bién mat. C6 I1é nao, nui xwong c6t ay, déu la nhirng gido
d6 hat nhin cua Thanh gido? H&i dirc Ma Hé Thu La van ning, tai sao, tai sao lai dé tin do
ctia Nguwoi phai chiu tai nan khiing khiép nhwong ay?”

Pai sw lai nhé dén vo s6 Nhuc than Hoat Phat dirng truedrc Thién Phat dién. Nhirng vi Phat
s6ng 4y, néu gior ma xudt hién trong bat ctt ngdi chlia ndo & bén ngoai, ngdi chua 4y it sé lap
tlrc tré thanh phap tw hodc tham chi 1a dai phap tw, d6 1a Nhuc than Hoat Phat co ma.
Nhung trong Thanh luyén dwong iy, bén canh canh clra d6 khong ngo lai c6 dén ca may
tram vi Nhuc than Hoat Phat dang dirng xép hang, nhitng vi 4y déu 1a bang chirng rang cac
tién béi cao nhan trong Thanh gido di h6éa muc nat thanh than ky, du gdp phai canh hén
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loan nhw viy, cling khéng nguwoi nao kinh dong dén cac vi Nhuc thian Phat iy, vy ma gio
day...

Lat ma A La hoi tinh lai sau con bi thwong, phat hién ra nét mit Nhac Dwong hoi ¢ phian
quai di, lién luc van tiép: “Cau con 14y thi gi ntra? Mau giao ra day.”

Nhac Dwong 4p ing néi: “Vén con mot tAm sit nho nira, nhwng lic & gian dai dién c6 miy
qua chuy, da bi nam chidm hat mat réi.”

“Miéng sat nhw thé ndo?” Vé mit lat ma A La lai tré nén hét sitc nghiém ttc.

» o«

“RAt mong, bén trén co6 chir thap (+).” “Khdng phai chir thip, ma 1a chir van, chic l1a chir
van roi.” “U'm, bén trén c6 cai dau thd, kiéu gi thi hai cai tai ciing dai 1dm, giéng nhu loai
dong vat gi d6.” “Hay 1a hwdng nhin cta ching ta khong ding, chic 1a phai nhin ngang nhi?”
“Anh dirng c6 lam réi.” Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap khua tay mua chén, ta lai miéng sit mot
cach tuwong tan.

Khi nghe Nhac Dwong néi dén cai dau thd, lat ma A La da hiéu la chuyén gi, nhwng 6ng
van ung dung than nhién héi: “Cé 1& 1a loai phap khi ndo dé ching? C6 rit nhiéu diéu ma
chiing ta khong hiéu vé ton gido 4y, bao gom ca than Phit va phap khi cia ho nira.”

Nhac Dwong lac dau: “Khong, khong gidng nhw phap khi. T6i thiy nhitng 14 sit d6 bén
canh rat nhiéu bo xwong, hon nita con ca cac phu hiéu trén do nira, téi c6 cdm giac nhirng
phu hiéu 4y khéng giong nhau.”

“Vay theo cau thi né cé thé 1a thir gi?” lat ma A La hoéi.

Nhac Dwong dap: “Néu cir bat toi noéi, thi cAm gidc cla toi 13, nhitng 14 sat 4y gidng nhw
thé bai dai dién cho than phan vay.”

Lat ma A La ding 1én khéi mép giwong, lic dau néi: “Khdng thé ndo, theo toi duoc biét,
trong tén gido khong can nhirng ki€u thé bai nhw thé, t6i nghiéng vé hwéng no 1a phap khi
nhiéu hon, cé rat nhiéu tin d6 thanh kinh déu mang phap khi theo bén minh, giéng nhw cai
Ca 0 nay vay. D€ t6i mang th& nay cho Lir CaAnh Nam xem trwéc, hai nguwoi dé y Cwong Ba
thi€u gia va c6 Man Man cho tot ddy.”
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/7 LA . N\ o= ?
Phat hién kinh ngu¢i cua Nhac Dwong
Lat ma A La ra khéi phong bénh, Truwong Lap lién néi véi Nhac Dwong: “Nay, theo t6i thi
cai thir 4y chic chang c6 y nghia gi hét dau.”

Nhac Dwong lac dau: “Tén gido khong cin thit 4y, nhwng néu khong phai ton gido thi
sao?”

“Khong phai ton gido thi la cai gi? Nhitng twong Phét, bich hoa, dién dwong dy ciu cling
nhin th4y ca roi, cho du 1a ching cé khac han véi nhitng gi ching ta da tirng thiy trwdc d6
di chang nita.” Trwong Lap ndi.

Nhac Dwong van bin khoidn: “Nhwng mudi tAm toa thidp ngwoc dung dé tu luyén, chic
anh ciing khéng quén chit. Gido quan néi do6 la noi tén gido than bi kia dung dé tu hanh.
Theo anh thi tai sao gido do6 cta tén gido 4y lai phai ti€p nhin phwong thirc rén luyén tan
khoc nhw thé?”

Trwong Lap nghi ngoi gidy 1at réi néi: “Cau nghi vay thi cling phai, mac du téi nghe néi
nhiéu ton gido cé cac phap mén kho tu khac nhau, nhwng hinh nhw chi 1a tao ra cdm giac
dau dén trén co thé thoi, con tén gido nay lai dwong nhw muon rén luyén nguwoi ta thanh vo
1am cao thii vay. 'm, ciu néi xem, liéu bon ho cé giéng nhw Thiéu Lam tu, 14y v6 dao dé tu
Phat dao khong nhi?”

Nhac Dwong dap: “Van dé chinh la xut hién & day, t6i muén hém qua toi c6 héi gido sw
Phwong Tan ro6i. Anh c6 biét tai sao Thiéu LAm tw lai c6 nhiéu v6 ting thé khong? Twong
truyén Thiéu LAm Tung Son & noi rirng su ndi tham, trudc day cac sw trong chua luyén vo
la d€ dé phong gidc cwép, mai dén khi Thip Tam Con Tang ctiru gid Ly Thé Dan, vo hoc Thiéu
LAm mé&i dwoc phat trién manh mé. Trong lich s, ting nhin Thiéu Lim tw cling tirng cd
may bin tré thanh mot lwc lwgng quan sy dic thu cua triéu dinh. Vay con tén gido than bi
kia thi sao, muc dich luyén v caa ho la gi day?”

Trwong Lap néi: “Vay theo cau thi tai sao ho luyén vo?”

“Vi chién tranh!” Nhac Dwong néi chic nich, “Gat ra ngoai tit ca cac yéu td ngoai tai, vao
thoi ¢o dai, chi ¢ nhitng quin nhan bit ¢ lic nao cling cé thé ra chién tredng méi can tiép
nhén huin luyén siéu ceorng dé6 hang ngay, ning thé ning va kha ning phan ng 1én dén
cwc han. Cing mot 1&€ dé, phwong thirc huin luyén dia nguc tan khéc iy ciing chi hitu dung
d6i v&i quan nhan, béi trén chién treong néu khong du kha nang chién dau, sé chi to lién
luy dén c4c quan nhan chién hitu khac. Néu nhw vay, chi bang cir d€ nhirng ké 4y chét ludn &
noi hudn luyén cho roi, ké nao khong thé vwot qua huin luyén, thi khéng da tw cach ra
chién truwdmg. Con nira, néu ding 1a quan nhan, thi manh sat kia ciing c6 thé 1a thé bai chang
van dé gi ca. Po la tiéu chi duy nhit d€ nhan biét thian phan trong quin doi, ky hiéu & mit
sau né twong dwong véi s6 hiéu quan nhan cia chiing ta ngdy nay, mdi ngudi cé s6 hiéu
duy nhit, nhw viy con cé thé dé phong gian diép cia ké dich tra trén vao nira!”
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Nhac Dwong vira ndi, vira gio ngén tay git g khéng ngirng, ban than ciing 1ay lam phan
chan trwdc phat hién ctia minh.

Trwong Lap tron mat ndi: “Néu ddng 13 quan nhan, vy than thu nhitng ngwdi 4y chang
phai con loi hai hon ca ching ta co a? Thé la vo dich roi con gi! Lam gi c6 chuyén iy co
chw!”

“V6 dich? Pao quan Anh sang!” Nhac Dwong lai nghi xa hon nita, hitng chi vé xudng
giwong, néi véi Trueong Lap: “Pai sw A La tirng nhic dén rdi, Pao quan Anh sang vo dich! C6
18 nhitng di ¢t ching ta tim thay chinh 1a ctia binh si trong Pao quan Anh sang dy. Néu cac
chién si ctia Pao quan Anh sang déu trai qua huan luyén trong mudi tim toa thap nguorc,
lac ra chién treong dwong nhién 1a ho da stirc 1y mot dich tram. Néu dung 1a nhw vy thi ca
Pao quan Anh sang 4y, chinh 1a cAnh quan bd ddi diic chiing ma vwong triéu Thé Phon hudn
luyén ttr mét nghin ndm trwéec, tit nhién ho la vo6 dich roi, con ai ddm tranh hon niva day?”

Trwong Lap néi: “Nhung ma, theo nhw lat ma A La néi, Pao quan Anh sang 4y c6 1& da
mang theo bau vit trong T phwong miéu cung dén Bac Ba La roi méi dtng ch&?”

Nhac Dwong lac dau: “Khong, hai chuyén nay khong hé mau thuin. Néu noi d6 1a co s&
huén luyén bi méat, viy thi nhitng binh si da théng qua khao hach sé khéng cin phai & lai
diy lam gi nira, nhirng ngwoi chét bén trong, ¢6 1é déu 1a huin luyén vién va cac thanh vién
quan du bi cia Pao quan Anh sang théi. Anh con nhé khéng? Lat ma A La c6 néi, khong hiéu
vi nguyén nhan gi, Pao quan Anh sang dot nhién ciing bién mat véi cac bau vat trong Tt
phwong miéu. Néu néi nhirng xwong cot ching ta thiy trong Pdo Huyén Khong tw ding la
ctia Pao quan Anh sang, vy theo anh, sw kién Pao quan Anh sang dot nhién roi khéi veong
triéu Thé Phon ma ho phai bdo vé, liéu c6 lién hé gi véi nhirng cai xac bén trong Do Huyén
Khong tw khong?”

Thdy Trwong Lap c6 vé da ngd ra diéu gi dé ma lai nhuw khéng thé nam bat dwoc diém
chinh yéu, Nhac Dwong lién chi r6 thém: “Thi nghi lai qua trinh ching ta phat hién ra
nhirng b6 xwong 4y xem. L6i vao & hang dong Nap Nam Thap bi ddm mwoi may mét dit,
con vi tri dia ly cia Pdo Huyén Khong tw thi sao, birc twong Phat khong 16 dwoc xay & bo
vuc thiam, bén trén 1a nai dit cao miy nghin mét, bén dwdi ciing 1a vwc siu may nghin mét,
dudi ddy vie siu co 1€ con c6 song ngdm chay rat xiét nita, 16i ra duy nhit chinh la & phia
bén kia khe vuc, khodng cich gitra toa thap ngwoc gan nhat va bo vuc ciing phai ba bén
tram mét, khong c6 xich sat thi cdn ban khong c6 cach ndo vuot qua dwoc. Nhwng ldc ching
ta dén do, bén trong thong dao chwa tirng bi ai mé ra dé, diy xich da bi nguwoi ta chat diet tir
l1au ro6i. Con ca hai canh ctra 1é6n bén trong miéng twong Phit khéng 16 kia nira, d6 1a do bon
Merkin dung thu6c n6 manh cho no bit ra diy, vy nghia la sao? Nghia la canh ctra 4y da bi
chén chit, chd nhiéu xac chét nhat, chinh 13 & sau hai canh ctra 4y, loai ctra 4y ma bi chén
chit vao, strc nguoi c6 thé day ra dwoc hay khong chi?”

Trwong Lap kho nhoc noi: “Cau, y cau la...”

Nhac Dwong dap: “La &m muu! Pong chat ctra 16n, chat dit day xich, 14p day 16i vao, tat
ca déu dé chic chan riang khong mot ai c¢6 thé sdng sét tré ra, bon ho 1am hét stkc triét dé.
Ngoai 4m muwu kiéu nay ra, toi cling khong thé nghi ra ndi, con cach gi khac cé thé tiéu diét
hoan toan mot dbi quain dw bi cé sirc chién diu manh mé nhw thé!”
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“Vay, vay thi ai da vach ra &m muwu d6?” Trwong Lap thic méc.

Nhac Dwong cwdi khé néi: “Chuyén nay, thi chi so than tién cling khéng biét dap an roi.
Cé 1€ 1a bon gian diép bat man v&i chinh quyén Thé Phon, hodc 1a chinh kién cta lanh dao
Pao quan Anh sang khéng phit hop véi ngudi théng tri tdi cao ctia virong tridu Thé Phon,
hodc cling c6 thé 1a nguyén nhan nao dé khac niva. Nhung c6 mot diém co6 thé khang dinh
chic chan, nhirng ngudi bén trong do, dich thwc 1a da chét sach, khong mot ai c¢6 thé thoat
ra ngoai. Néu nhirng suy luin trwdc cda toi la chinh xac, can cr vao dé cé thé suy ra, mot
nghin nam trwéec, bién c6 bat ngd xay dén véi Ddo Huyén Khong tw, cung sw kién Pao quin
Anh sang r&i khoi Thé Phon, néi khéng chirng ding 1a ¢ quan hé gi dé day.”

“Cé chirng c gi khong viy?” Truwong Lap hoi mot cau hét stirc ngu ngoc.

Nhac Dwong té vé khéng vui dap: “Khong c6. No6i thwe long, tit ca nhirng suy luin nay déu
la gia thiét khong cé can ci cla téi thoéi, anh hoan toan c6 thé coi nhw téi dang mot minh
14m b4m ling nhing cling dwgc.” Nbi xong, anh chang lién Iir mat nhin Trwong Lap mot cai.

Trwong Lip thé dai mot tiéng: “Mot nghin ndm trwéc, trong Pdo Huyén Khong tw rot
cudc da xay ra chuyén gi nhi?”

Nhac Dwong khong thém tra loi. Mot lac sau, Treong Lap lai 1én tiéng: “Dwgc roi, dwoc
roi, tdi biét suy ludn cta ciu rat c6 kha nang la that, nhwng chuyén nay, ciing that khé khién
nguwoi ta chip nhin dwgc ma. Hon nira theo t6i 4y a, quan nhén lay phuc ting ménh 1énh
lam thién chirc, néu néi bon ho con tin ngwdng tén gido, viy dén luc do, gitra ton gido va
chinh quyén Thé Phon, rot cudc 1a ho sé nghe ai day? Ha? Cau ndi xem, liéu cé phai chinh vi
tén gido clia ho va chinh quyén Thé Phon xay ra mau thuin nén méi dan dén &m muwu nay
va su kién ly khai cia Pao quan Anh sang phai khéng nhi? Néi di nghe xem nao, toi biét
phén tich ctia ciu la c6 Iy nhit ma.”

Nhac Duwong néi: “Ching ta khéng c6 chitrng cit, chang qua chi 1a ngdi diy suy doan twdng
twong ra ma thoi.”

Trwong Lap lau bau: “Cau khéng phai nguoi nhé nhen thé diy chit, toi biét sau khi tir Pao
Huyén Khong ty tré vé tdm trang ciu rat té, cé phai lién quan dén nguoi gap trong Thap
twdng tuw tai dién khong? Luc ay t6i nghe ciu hét cai gi Kiét thé? Tuy la vé sau gido quan
khong tra xét ngon nganh chuyén nay ra, nhung trong tinh huéng 4y ma cau lai khong khic
ché duwgc minh dén ndi phai hét 1én, rét cudc 1a da xay ra chuyén gi thé?”

Nhac Dwong dot nhién thodi mai buéng mot cau: “Lam gi c6 chuyén gi, anh nghi nhiéu
roi.”

Trwong Lap lai néi: “Ching ta c6 phai anh em khoéng viy? Ciu c6 chuyén gi gidu giém
chang 18 tbi lai nhin khong ra chic? Mic du tir ltc tré vé dén gior cu ludn cd té ra thodi mai
nhw khong c6 chuyén gi x4y ra vy, nhung cau cwdi mién cwdng 1dm. Cai tén gi gi Kiét 4y 1a
ai? Tru¢c diy cac ciu quen nhau a? C6 phai trwdc day hdn 1am gi ¢6 16i v&i cau, nén cAu mai
han hin thé&?”

Nhac Dwong khong cwdi noi niva, anh nghién rang ndéi: “Néu con coi tdi la ban beé thi anh
dirng c6 quan vao chuyén nay! Mo6i ngwdi déu c6 bi mat riéng, xin anh dé tbi gitr bi mat cia
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minh, coi nhw 1a gitp t6i mét chuyén di, cling dirng néi véi Cwong Ba thiéu gia hay nguoi
nao khac, dwoc khong? Tw t6i sé xtr Iy chuyén nay, thé nao ciing c6 ngay dy...” Tay anh dét
nhién bam chit vao thanh givong, twa hé nhw muén bép nat thir gi do!

Trwong Lap thdy Nhac Dwong néi kién quyét nhw thé, xem ra du thé nao cling nhat quyét
khong chiu n6i véi minh, danh lwa 1o khuyén gidi: “Cé nhan 1am nguwoi khong? Lic dy toi
thé co ma, ching ta lai déu rit cing thang nira.”

Nhac Dwong chi dap lai sau chit: “Hoa thanh tro, cling nhan ra!”

Lat ma A La tim dwoc Lit Canh Nam, dua chiéc Ca 6 vang cho ¢6: “Nhac Dwong néi, cau ta
phat hién ra huy hiéu cia Pao quin Anh sang trong toa cung dién ba ting & miéng twgng
Phat khong 16.”

Lir Canh Nam voi néi: “O, ciu ta néi thé nao?”

Lat ma A La dap: “C4u ta con chwa xac dinh dwoc thit minh nhin thay 13 phap khi hay mot
d4u hiéu nhan biét than phan nao d6, nhung cau ta van kién tri nhan dinh rang thir d6 giong
nhuw thé bai vay. Chi e 1a khong bao lau nita, ciu ta sé phat hién Pao quan Anh sang va ton
gido than bi chiing ta néi dén cé quan hé véi nhau, hodc gia sé cho rang Pao quan Anh sang
chinh 12 ton gido than bi ma chung ta vin néi dén.”

L& CAnh Nam thic mic: “Nhuwng, d6 1a chuyén sém mudn gi cling phai cho ho biét ma?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Nhung van dé & chd, ning lwc diéu tra cia cau Nhac Dwong nay qua
manbh, ta lo sé c6 mot ngay, ciu ta sé phat hién ra mot s6 chuyén bit loi cho ching ta, dic
biét 1a cho con diy.”

Lt Canh Nam néi: “Nhac Dwong la mot trong nhitng hoc sinh wu ti nhat ma con huan
luyén, vé mat phan tich va diéu tra, nang lwc cta cu ta sém da vuot qua con roi, diém nay
thi con hoan toan khong hé nghi ngd. Y ctia A La dai nhan con da hiéu, nhung muén tuy tién
tim mot ly do khién cdu iy ra di thi s¢ khong dwoc dau.”

Lat ma A La lién héi: “Tai sao vay?”

Lt Canh Nam cui dau dap: “Trwéc khi xuit phat chuyén nay con méi nhan dwoc mot sé
thong tin, van chwa kip b4o v&i A La dai nhan. Nhac Duwong dén day, rat c6 kha niang 1a con
c6 mot nhiém vu khac.”

Lat ma A La kinh ngac thét 1én: “Y con 13, cdp trén khong tin twéng con cho 1dm?”

Lir CAnh Nam git diu: “C6 kha nang do6. Xét cho cung thi tén gido tin nguwdng ctia con
khong phai bi mat gi véi cip trén ca, chang phai ciing chinh vi nguyén nhan nady ma con méi
dén phu trach huan luyén déi khao sat nghiép dw nay hay sao?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Con cho rang Nhac Dwong nhan dwoc ménh 1énh méi tir khi nao vay?”
L& Canh Nam dap: “Cé 1€ 1a cung thoi diém gia nhdp nhém hudn luyén.”

Lat ma A La tham kinh hai trong 10ng, néi: “Chdng hé nhan ra mot chit ndo.”
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L& CAnh Nam git dau: “Ciu ta hoc chuyén nganh nay ma, ndm dé con phai mat rit nhiéu
cong strc méi day dwoc ciu ta ki nang nay, trong bat ct hoan canh nao ciing khong dé bit
c ai ndy sinh bit c* nghi ngd nao véi than phian ma ciu ta dang dong vai. Cé diéu, ca nhin
con cho rang du Nhac Dwong c6 phat hién gi ching nira thi cling khong &nh hwéng dén hanh
déng cua chung ta. Du sao thi muc tiéu cta chung ta va Cwong Ba thiéu gia ciing 1a mot, va
khong hé xung dot gi véi nha nwdce hét, chung ta chi 14y vé thi von thudc vé ching ta ma
thoi.”

Lat ma A La dot nhién héi: “Vay c6 kha niang nao cau Nhac Dwong nay bi thé lwc thit ba st
dung khong?”

L&t CAnh Nam lac dau: “Chéc 1a khong dau, tai sao dai nhan lai héi vay?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Hanh vi ctia Merkin Ian nay van hét strc ky qudc. Ta con nhé con tirng
dé cap dén chuyén trong ho so ly lich ctia Nhac Dwong c6 hai ndm khong ré rang, khoang
thoi gian 4y liéu c6 xay ra van dé gi khong?”

Lit CAnh Nam khdng dinh: “Khong c6 dau a, c6 dieu con lai mudn biét diéu gi khién A La
dai nhan lo lang?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Hanh vi ctia Merkin rat ¢ quai, trwdc tién, nhém ngudi hdn dan theo
c6 vé nhu toan 1a ngwoi Trung Qudc, 1An nay han khéng sir dung dén bon linh danh thué
nguoi Nga.”

L&t Canh Nam ndi: “C6 1& hin cdm th4y stt dung lwc lwgng vil trang nwéc ngoai khong tién
bang chiéu mo ludn trong ndi dia Trung Qudc. Han rat gidi chiéu md dam tdi pham hinh su
nghiém trong ban mang cho minh, & nwéc ngoai cling thwong xuyén gid tro nay ra ma.”

Lat ma A La lai hdi: “Vay thi tai sao hin lai phai cho né tat ca & dé vay?”

L&t Canh Nam ciing 14y 1am nghi vin: “Diém nay thi dich thuc rat ky quai, theo ly thi hin
cling phai biét nhirng sinh vat ky quai trong hang dong iy da rtra sach moi thit trong hang
roi, du 1a du vét dé lai trong Thap twdng tu tai dién va Man Da La Téng Té€ thi cling khong
thé tra xét dén chd hin dwgc méi dung. Trwdc méit ching ta chi c6 thé dwa vao hanh vi muc
dich cia con ngudi nay, quy két cho tinh cach cin trong da nghi ctia han thdi, c6 1& hin
khong mudn dé lai bat ¢t chirng cr pham tdi nao cia minh ca.”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Khong, khéng phai vay. Chic chin con diéu gi d6 ma ching ta chua
biét, nhat dinh phai nghi cich lam rd6 méi dwoc, con nguwdi nay twong déi nguy hiém. Con ca
ké di bén canh han ta nita, néu ta khong lAm, ngudi 4y 1a mot tén Thao tha sw d6!”

“Thao thd sw!” Lir Canh Nam giat minh kinh hai thét 1én: “Vay bon hian va 13 Ky si Ban
Tron...”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Chic chin chiing c6 lién quan dén 13 Ky si Ban Tron, khi Merkin
nghe ta n6i ra miy tiéng nay, cad ngudi han nhw bién ddi hoan toan, 16 ra vé lo lang bit an,
néu khong phai vay, ta cling that khong biét phai tng pho véi hin thé nao nita. Néu bi ké
con lai kia dudi kip, ta tuyét doi khong phai la dich thd cia bon ching.”
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“Loi hai dén vay sao?” L&t Canh Nam tram ngam noéi: “Khi cac trwdng ldo trong gido phai
nhac dén trong 13 Ky si Ban Tron c6 Thao thd sw di bién mat clia dit Tang ching ta, con
van con chua tin 1dm, gi¢ xem ra...”

Lat ma A La néi: “Ban than Merkin da 1a mot kinh dich r6i, khi d6 hin ra tay trong chiéu
con 16ng chiéu khéc, chwa gié hét toan lwc, moi Ian xuit thi déu dé danh thoi gian va khong
gian du dé bién chiéu, theo nhw ta doan, c6 1& han mdi chi duing nim phin sitc manh ma
théi.”

L& Canh Nam thot 1én: “Nam phan strc manh?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “U'm, lic 4y ta vi mudn danh nhanh thing nhanh, da dung dén bay
phan strc lwc, thém vao d6 1 ra tay bat ngd khién hén tré tay khong kip nén méi may man
doat dwoc ban do. Néu Merkin dung hét toan luc, chi so ta cling khdng dé gi ma thoat than,
cang dirng ndi dén chuyén cwdp dwoc dd trén ngwoi han.”

Pung ldc 4y, mot bac si ho Chwong buéc téi hoi: “A, hai ngudi déu & day ca, e hém, toi
muon hoi mot chit, hai ngwoi chinh la chi gi va chd cia anh Trac Moc Cwong Ba phai
khong a?”

Hai ngwoi khé gat gt dau. Bac si Chwong lién noi: “Vay... viy maoi di theo toi, ching tdi c6
chuyén can néi véi hai vi.”

Hai ngudi theo bac s vao mot phong lam viéc, bén trong khong ngo da tu tap sadu bay bac
si nita, ca gido sw Bui cling c6 mat.

Gido sw Bui 1én tiéng trudc tién: “Lan nay goi hai vi dé€n day, la vi chung t6i da phat hién
trén nguwoi anh Trac Moc Cwong Ba... mot van dé... mot van dé twong doi 1on, hai vi déu la
nguoi thin cda anh ay, phai cht?”

Lat ma A La va Lit Conh Nam d&éu té vé nhuw da biét truéc sé 1a vay roi, tir ltic nhap vién da
ky tén xac nhan quan hé than thich trwc hé vao gidy dong y phiu thuat ctia Trac Moc Cudong
Ba. Pai sw noi: “Phai roi, toi la chd hai ctia nd.” Lir Canh Nam ciing néi: “T6i 1a chi rudt cda

zn

no.

Mot bac sT tré tudi dwa mat nhin L&t CAnh Nam, cAm gi4c cd “chi rudt” nay con tré hon em
trai cia minh ntra.

Gido sw Bui néi: “U'm, 1a thé nay, biét néi thé ndo nhi, sirc khoe ctia anh Trac Mc Cudng
Ba...”

Khéng ngor lat ma A La da néi thdng ludn: “La van dé vé mau phai khong?”

Lit CAnh Nam ciing ndi: “Pa phat trién dén mc do nao roi?”

Gido sw Bui néi: “Hai ngwdi da biét ca roi w? Vay thi tot, Tiéu Thoi, cdu gidi thich cho ho
nghe di.”

Mot béc s trung nién deo kinh nghiém ttc dng l1én ndi: “Trong khi phau thut, mau anh
Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwong nhw cé gi d6 rat quai di, vi vay chung to6i da tién hanh tdé mau tdy
séng dé chup cho anh dy. Két qua c6 dwoc khién ching toi hét sirc kinh ngac. T€ bao bach
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huyét va bach ciu cia anh 4y dwong nhw da xay ra bién di, nhwng lai khong gidng véi bat cir
dang nao ma chung toi tirng biét. Chiing t6i da hdi tham cac chuyén gia trong nwéc va dong
nghiép quéc té, ho cling té ra rit hirng thi véi mau xét nghiém nay, néu chiung toéi doadn
khoéng sai, bénh ma anh Trac Moc Cudng Ba mac phai 1a mot chirng ung thu mau bién di
hoan toan m&i, gio bién di da khuéch tan dén tiy song va toan b cic té bao mau, hai
nguoi... c6 hiéu khong?”

Lat ma A La 1§ vé bi thwong dau dén, héi ti€p: “Tat nhién 1a ching toi da biét, Cwong Ba
méc bénh nay khong phai mot hai ngdy. Bac si, 6ng noéi thang di, theo phan doan cta cac
ong, chau t6i con séng dwgc bao 1au nira?”

Bac si trung nién iy cling dirt khoat dap luén: “Vi day la bénh la chwa gdp bao gio, can
phai quan sat mot thoi gian dai méi dwa ra két ludn chinh xac dwoc. C6 diéu, néu doi thanh
mot chirng ung thw mau da biét loai hinh, cung giai doan nhw vy, v&i sttc khde clia anh
Trac Moc Cwong Ba, cd 1€, c6 1 nhiéu nhit 1a séng dwoc hai ndm nira!”

Pai s va L&t Canh Nam dwa mét nhin nhau, hoan toan giéng nhw nhitng gi cac vi trudng
lao & thén Cong Bo6 da noéi. Gido sw Bui 1én tiéng: “Cé diéu, cac vi cling khdng can phai qua bi
thwong. Néu hai nguéi dong y, xin hiy cho phép bénh vién ching toi tién hanh tri liéu toan
dién cho anh Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Ching toi sé dung dén nhirng ky thuit tién tién nhit, st
dung c4c loai thu6c méi nhat, va lai, ching tdi con c6 thé tri liéu hoan toan mién phi cho anh
Trac Moc Cwong Ba nira.” Noi xong, gido sw ngwdc mat nhin hai ngudi than cua Trac Moc
Cwong Ba. Trong tinh hudng thong thwong, khi bénh vién dwa ra dai ngd nhw vay, nguoi
nha bénh nhin sé khong hé do dv gi ma dap &ng ngay.

Vi bac si khong ngo 1an nay ong lai nhan dwoc mot 1¢i tir chdi thiang. Lir Canh Nam ndi:
“Chidng tdi hi€u y ctia bénh vién cac dng roi, noi trang ra thi chinh 1a thi nghiém y hoc trén
cian bénh mai chir gi. Khéng can ton sirc niva, ching toi sé khéng dong y dau.”

TAt c& cac bac si von déu c6 may phan thich thi pha 1an ky vong, vira nghe c6 néi cau nay,
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ai nay rat lay lam that vong. Gido sw Bui van mudén thitr mét lan cudi cung: “Nhwng ma...

Lat ma A La lién ngit loi: “Ching toi hoan toan hiéu dwoc y ctia phia bénh vién. S& di néi
khong can, 1a vi tir nhé Cudng Ba d3 mac bénh nay, ching tdi da dwa no di chita tri & rat
nhiéu bénh vién & Anh, Dirc, M§ va nhiéu nwéc khic, ho cling da c6 gang hét sttc, nhung déu
nhw nhau théi, khéng hé c6 mét chit hiéu qua nao, ngwec lai nhitng thir thuéc men d6 con
gay cho Cuwong Ba ton thwong 16n hon. Trén thuc té, cha n6 cling qua doi vi chirng bénh
nay, ca cha toi, tirc 1a 6ng ndi no, cling chét vi bénh nay. Pay c6 1€ la can bénh c6 lich st di
truyén trong gia tdc, ching t6i khong mudn lIam Cwong Ba ton thwong thém nira.” Dai sw
néi d6i ma khong hé chép mat 1y mot 1an, dén ndi gido sw Bui cling 16 than sic thong cam.

L&t Canh Nam lai b8 sung thém: “Su thwc 12 chuyén ndy trong gia tdc ching tdi von chang
phai bi mat gi, nhung ching tdi van ludn gidu Cudng Ba, chi néi véi né d6 1a mot cin bénh
binh thwong, vé co ban da tri dirt roi. Hy vong phia bénh vién c6 thé vi chung téi... vi Cwong
Ba ma git kin bi mit nay. Pén thoi co thich hop, ching tbi sé tw minh cho né biét sy thwe.”
Néi téi day, giong c6 dwong nhu c6 chut nghen ngao.
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Cac bac si déu bay to6 sw thwong tiéc, dong thoi gang sirc an Ui hai ngwdi nha bénh nhan
sip mit di ngwoi than nay, ddm bao sé giit kin bi mat, vira khuyén giai vira tién ra ctra, lai
con dan do ho ch& nén qua dau long, kéo anh Trac Méc Cwdng Ba sé nhin ra so hé.

Ra khéi gian phong 4y, lat ma A La méi thé dai mét tiéng. Lit CAnh Nam ciing thé hit ra
khe khé. Hai ngwoi bon ho déu hiéu rit ro, c6 doc, khong phai la thi y hoc hién dai c6 thé ly
giai dwoc, mudn gidi doc thi phai bat dau tir Bac Ba La thin miéu da m4t tich kia.
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Thao luan

MAay ngay dau khi Trac Mdc Cwong Ba vira hoi phuc, hdu hét thanh vién trong nhém déu
khong xu6ng nodi giwong, chi cé thé ngoi trong phong bénh tro chuyén. Pac biét la nhirng lic
gido quan ro&i khoi bénh vién lo cong chuyén, phong bénh lién 6n a0 huyén néo han 1én, moi
nguwoi thi nhau ké vé nhitng chuyén minh trai qua sau khi chia tach, néi dén doan nao nguy
hiém, chéc chéc lai hit may hoi khi lanh, cdm gidc van nhuw chwa hét ghé nguodi, c6 bing tw
liéu cua gido sw Phwong Tan quay lai lam chirng, khong thé nao gia dwoc. Trac Méc Cuwong
Ba va lat ma A La rd rang c6 hirng tha nhat véi kién tric nhw cung dién ba tang, cit xem di
xem lai ba b&n ban. Kién truc hung vi 4y, phong cach dic sic 4y, cung v&i vo s6 nui xac
ngudi trong do, that khong biét da chon gidu bao nhiéu bi mat. Lat ma A La lai cang nhan ra
nhiéu diém nghi van, chi hin minh khong thé lao vao man hinh may tinh, dem tirng thi thé
ra giai phau quan sat xem rét cudc & d6 da xay ra chuyén gi. Dic biét 1 khi lat ma A La xem
dén nhirng doan may ngudi nhém gido sw Phwong Tan phat hién tw thé cda ti thi cé cho di
thwong ma gi 6ng kinh may quay lai gan, trong long 6ng khong khoi chan dong. Thuc lwc ma
nhitng bo xwong kho ay thé hién, it nhat cling déu trén... R6t cudc la thir gi da khién ho tan
sat1an nhau nhw thé&? Tai sao lai pha hdy twong Phat? Moi khi nhin thiy canh twong 4y, long
lat ma A La lai cudn trao 1én, hoi lau sau ciing khong binh tinh lai dworc.

Dén chuyén cua ba ngwoi bon Trac Méc Cwong Ba thi moi ngudi cang hao hirng mudn
nghe hon. Mwoi tdm toa thap nguwoc ai cling déu tw trai nghiém qua roi, cac co quan nhw thé
ma chi dwoc xem 1a khic dao dau, vay thi khdo nghiém cta bic diing si chin chinh sé nhw
thé nao, khong ai khéng néng long mudn biét. Mic du lat ma A La ciing tirng ké so' qua mot
lwot, nhing kha ning ké chuyén ctia lat ma A La so véi kha niang doc thudc kinh vin cia
ong that khac biét qua 16m, ké ca 1a gap phai cac co quan nhw phao khi hay hang gio6, qua 1oi
ké cua dai sw ciing chi c6 méi mot cau “ché d6 qua nhién 12 nguy hiém, t6i x6ng ra hai lan
déu khong dwoc”, vay la hét chuyén.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thi khac, noi gi thi néi ga ciling tirng la 1anh dao doanh nghiép, cung
mdt chuyén tir miéng gi ké ra, so véilat ma A La néi ra thi khac nhau mét trodi mot viee. Méi
dang mao dau ciu chuyén, déi truedng H6 Dwong da diy ctra bwédc vao. Anh lai mang hoa
qua va dé bo dén tham moi nguwoi. VAy 1a cd ddm bénh nhin lién m& d6 hép got hoa qua,
moi dbi tredng H6 Dwong nhip bon, vira dn vira ké chuyén.

Trac Mdc Cwdng Ba thuit lai chuyén ho trai qua di vé sé hiém nguy lién tiép, khién ngudi
nghe déu kinh tdm dong phach, phong bénh lién tiép vang 1én nhirng tiéng 6 a kinh ngac.
Néu c6 bac si di qua, chi e sé twdng day la mot dam tin do tdc ciu gido dang xem da bong
mat. Trong lic toi den t6i mu ma s dung 4o doi bay lwgn, d6 tuyét déi la méo mu vé phai
chuot chét, hoan toan chi dwa vao vin may, néu sau dé ba nguwoi khong cham phai thi gi thi
dung 13 sinh t& kho biét thé ndo ma Ian... Chuyén k& dén do, trai tim mdoi ngwoi nghe bat
gidc cling nhw theo didy ma treo ngwoc 1én khong trung. Con thiét ké dwa theo ciu tao bén
trong co thé nguwoi clia pho twong Phat khéng 16 thi 1am moi ngwdi thém mot phen kinh
ngac. Nhém ctia gido sw Phwong Tan cin ban khong hé chi y dén diém nay. Pwong Man hoi
c6 chit hiéu biét vé y hoc, gior ngdm lai qua nhién ciing thiy c6 nhiéu phan twong tw that.
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Khi Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi vé nhirng birc bich hoa c6 quai nhin thay trong thach that,
khong chi gido sw Phwong Tan hoi rat Ky cang, ma ca doi trwedng H6 Dwong cling nghe hét
strc cham chq, hai nhin vat dang cip chuyén gia déu c6 chut thanh twu & linh vic cia minh
da tinh nhay nghe ra trong loi ké cua Trac Méc Cwong Ba nhirng thong tin khéng tam
thudng. Nhung c6 lat ma A La ra strc dan dit cau chuyén va ra hiéu ngam, Trac Moc Cuong
Ba da khong nhic dén Chién thu do. Khi nghe ké vé nhirng btrc Dién vé chinh chién dd, Nhac
Dwong quay sang phia Trwong Lap nhwéng nhwéng may 1én, to y suy doan clia minh chang
phai la hoan toan bia dat.

Doi treong HO Dwong va gido sw Phwong Tan déu cho rang do 1a nhitng tadc phdm hoi hoa
cta cac thoi ky khac nhau. H6 Dwong lai con nhin dinh, nhirng birc bich hoa d6 méi 1a th
c6 gia tri nhat ma ho phat hién dwoc & Pado Huyén Khong tw 1an nay. Nhitng birc tranh sin
thi nguyén thly c6 xwa nhit iy rit c6 kha nang la tic phdm cia din Tang gbc dé lai tir thoi
Do d4, con vi sao nhirng manh thd dy lai khéng 16 nhw vay, thi c6 1& 1a do dan Tang nguyén
thliy muon bay t6 sw sung bai cia minh déi véi sttc manh. Doi trwedng H6 Dwong noéi nguoi
xwa nhiéu khi thich stt dung nhitng hinh dnh quai vat chap va dé thé hién khat khao s& hiru
strc manh ph4 hoai, kha ndng sin ban va kha ning sinh duc manh mé do. Dién vo chinh chién
d6 C6 Cach da dwgc phat hién & nhiéu noi, thoi Thé Phon rat nhiéu, thoi veong triéu Twong
Hung ciing c6, chirng té ngwoi Tang co, cling nhw cac din tdc thi€u s6 Mong C6, Man déu la
dan toc thuwong vo. Néu dwoc xem tAn mat nhitng birc bich hoa do, thi thong qua phuc sirc
va vii khi, cAc chuyén gia chic c6 thé doan dwoc nién dai tdng thé khong kho.

Tuy nhién, ca ddi trudng H6 Dwong 1an gido sw Phwong Tan déu khong thé hiéu néi bic
tranh vé con thuyén quai di dang boi vé phia bong t6i ma Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhic dén.
Theo hinh dung ctia ho, séng ngoi & Tay Tang nwdc chdy qua xiét, viéc sit dung thuyén bi
han ché theo dia vuc, tw liéu con lai vé viéc nay rat it. Vi khong nghién ctru chuyén mén, nén
ngoai thuyén da trau ra, hai ngwdi cling chang biét c6 loai thuyén nao lén hét c3, ma nghe
Trac Moc Cwong Ba miéu ta thi d6 nhit dinh phai 1a thuyén 16n c6 thé chd may chuc, thim
chi hon tram nguoi.

Pam Trwong Lip, Nhac Dwong nghe hai vi chuyén gia ngo6i phin tich mai da chan ngiy ra,
nang nic thic giuc Trac Moc Cwong Ba ké tiép.

Bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba cang tréo l1én cao, mirc dd nguy hiém gdp phai cang lén, khi ké
dén dam day leo bat ngd phinh to ra 4y, tim moi ngudi cung that lai, sic mdt Ba Tang tai
mét di. Khong nghi ngo gi nita, trong lan hanh dong nay, ngoai chuyén dung d6 véi bon Ben
Merkin, sw viéc nguy hiém nhat chinh la gap phai dam day leo c6 thé tw do hoat déng trong
hang 4y roi.

H6 Dwong thoat nghe da tron mat Ién noi: “Cé ca cai thi nay ntta sao? Me kiép, sao quai
dan qua vay?”

Nhac Dwong lé lwéi: “Cling may cai thir @6 cudn téi twong doi chdm, ma anh Ba Tang thi
phan &rng nhanh, bang khong ca bon ching t6i déu khong biét da chét thé nao roi dy chi.”

Ba Tang ciing lay lam cam khai: “Cai thir d6, du anh chi thay mot 1an théi, thi ca doi cling
khong thé nao quén dwoc.”
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Lat ma A La néi: “Moi ngwdi c6 cht y dén khéong, hinh nhw thit day leo ndy moc cé chd
nhanh chd chdm diy, tc do sinh trudng clia dam day leo chung t6i thiy trong bung tuwong
Phat khong 16 khéng hé ddng so nhw nhitng diy leo ma moi ngwdi gép phai dau.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat gu: “U'm, theo t6i thi c6 1& tdc do sinh trwdng clia chiing dwoc
quyét dinh b&i lwong nwéc nhiéu hay it...”

Trwong Lap ngat 1o 6ng: “Pung thé roi, nhit dinh 1a nhw thé. Chd ching to6i di qua luc dé
rat am wét. Toi nhé 1a tir cung dién ba ting di xudng vong veo mot ldc lau, néu theo ti 1é bén
trong co thé nguoi, néi khéng chirng chinh la & vi tri trai tim day.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan ndi: “Cai thi d6, rat khé ¢ thé néi la thwce vat, tiéc 1a lac do chi lo
chay tréi chét, khong thu thip dwgc miu vat. Biét dau chung lai 13 thit sinh vat ¢ di bi
tuyét ching nao do cling nén.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba noi: “Mac du nhirng day leo d6 phinh to 1én mot cach dién cuéng da
rat dang so, nhung so véi loai sinh vat ma sau dé ching tdi gap phai thi ching cling chang
nham nho gi cd.” K& do, ga lai ké chuyén bon ga da gip phai mot loat thach that lién hoan va
bon giun khéng 16 trong da day twong Phat. Ai nghe ciing ron hét ca ngwdi, phong bénh vi
thé& bong im phac trong mot thoang.

Song trong hang d4, c6 thé phun axit, bé ngoai nhin rat giong giun, dai hon hai mét, th
quai vat nay ai bong nhién nghe ké dén ciing da dung hét ca téc gay lén, hudng hd 1a gip
phai cd mot dan! Moi ngwoi nghe chuyén déu nin thin thit, trong ddu khéng nglrng tuwdng
twong, khong biét néu minh ma gip phai 1t quai vat ay thi biét ng pho thé nao diy? Im bat
mai hoi 1au, Nhac Dwong dot nhién lén tiéng: “A! T6i nghi toi biét d6 1a thi gi roi!”

Anh mét ctia tit cd moi ngudi nhat loat hwéng sang phia anh, Nhac Dwong néi: “Hoi toi di
linh & Thanh Hai, tirng nghe mot anh chang ngudi Noi Méng ké & chd bon ho c6 mot loai
sdu goi la sdu t&r vong, binh thwong thi & dwdi long dat, dai khoang moét, hai mét, nguoi nhin
thay ching ma con song s6t dwoc khong nhiéu. Con vat dy c6 thé phun axit, lai con c6 nguoi
dén né phéong dwoc ca dién nira, dai long thong nhuw rudt bo, mau dé sdm pha mau den, vi
vay ngudi dia phwong goi 1a sau 1ong bo.” Nhac Dwong néi dén diy 14m bam tw giéu minh:
“Khi d6 anh chang iy néi huénh hoang qua, ching t6i con twdng anh ta dang ké chuyén
Nghin Ié mdt dém nira co, that khong ngo... that khdong nge dung la c6 thir quai dan nhw thé
ton tai.”

Ho6 Dwong néi: “U'm, toi cling c6 nghe néi, hinh nhw con cé ca chuyén gia nwéc ngoai dén
khao sat nira.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noéi: “Néu ding la vay thi rat c6 kha nang la cing mét loai mot chi.
Loai sdu d6 sdng trong bong t8i mot thoi gian dai, mau sic sé tw dong nhat di, thanh ra mau
phin héng... Viy... viy thi ding la giong hét nhw giun san ky sinh trong rudt ngwoi réi con

XD

gi.
Trwong Lap héi: “Thé... thé... moi ngwoi lam sao ma thoat ra dwgc vay?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwa mit nhin lat ma A La. Pai sw lién néi: “Khi phat hién bon giun 4y
khong tin cong ba ngwdi ching toi, t6i méi lo mo cam gidc dwoc, co thé trén ngwoi ching
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toi co thir gi d6 khién ching phai lui bwéec, lién hé véi chuyén cac co quan trong thach that
déu dung Thién chiu cAm (rng ma khéi dong, toi da nhan dinh riang Thién chau chinh 1a
khac tinh ca chidng.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Tién nhdc dén cai Thién chiu nay, téi sém da nghi van tir 1au 1am roi.
bai sw, Thién chau rét cudc la c6 cong dung gi vay? Tai sao vira khéi dong dwoc co quan, lai
con dudi dwoc bon giun khong 16 di nira? Thé nay... thé nay liéu c6 hoi qua huyén hodc hay
khoéng?”

Lat ma A La tram ngam khéng néi hét cau: “Chuyén nay...” mic du 6ng biét Thién chau la
thanh vit clia Tang gido, nhwng nguyén ly bén trong thé nao thi qua thwc dng khong dwoc
ro.

Gido sw Phwong Tan 1én tiéng giai thich: “Th& nay thi toi cling biét s qua. T6i c6 mot
nguwoi ban cli chuyén mon nghién ctvu Thién chau. Thyc ra n6 dwoc tac tir dd ma nao & Tay
Tang, d6 4n bén trén hoan thanh do st dung mot phwong phap dn mon cuc ky dac biét nghe
néi da that truyén tir tAm tram ndm trwdc roi. Mac du hién nay c6 rat nhiéu loai Thién chiu
ban trén thi treong, nhwng dai da s6 déu dung cong nghé hién dai dé ché ra, toan l1a hang
gid hét thoi. Thién chiu doc ddo va dac biét chinh 1a & nguyén liéu va cong nghé ché tao ra
né. Thir ma ndo 4y khong biét 1a khai thac ttr ngon ndi ndo ma c6 hiéu &rng tir treorng rat
manh, trong tat ca cac loai da con nguoi da biét dén, ngoai kim cwong ra thi pham vi anh
hwéng tir treong cia dd ma ndo lam Thién chiu rong nhat va manh nhit. Téi nghi, nguoi
xwa da loi dung tir tredrng clia Thién chau dé ché tao loai cor quan khéi dong bang cam &ng
nhw thé, con nguyén 1y cu thé bén trong thé nao, nhit thoi khé ma lam ré dwoc. Thi nira
ndi dén cong nghé ché tao Thién chiuy, thi da thit truyén mit roi. Theo 1oi ngwdi ban kia cta
toi, vat liéu lam ra nhitng d6 an trén Thién chiu cling rat dac thu, véi cac loai d6 4n khac
nhau nguwoi ta phai sit dung cac vat liéu khac nhau. Cé loai Thién chau deo vao ngudoi thi
dwoc an thin yén tinh, hoat huyét théng nio, ciing cé loai Thién chiu khién nguoi deo
cwong than kién thé, thong kinh hoat lac, lai c6 ca Thién chau tdc dung hoan toan trai nguoc
nira. Nhirng tac dung dic thu nay, néu dung khoa hoc ky thuit ngay nay dé giai thich, thi
ngoai trir do anh hwdng cua tir treodng manh tac dong vao moi treong bén trong co thé
nguoi ra, phan con lai chinh 1a nh¢ cong hiéu ky la cia nhirng chit liéu dic thu y day.”

HO6 Dwong lai b sung thém: “Con vé loai siu tir vong, c6 1é ching 1a mét giong sinh vat
dwa vao tlr treong dé phan biét phwong hwéng. Rat nhiéu sinh vit c6 vung tir treong nhé
cda riéng chung, dic biét la cac loai chim di trg, vi dwa vao dia tir treong dé nhan biét
phwong hwéng nén bon chiing méi khong bi lac trén ca ching dwong bay dai dang dang. C6
thé 1 siu tir vong con gitr lai dic tinh nay cda to tién, nén khi & gan Thién chiu ching mat
cam giac vé phuong hwéng, va theo ban nang ma roi xa Thién chau. U'm, t6i nghi ding 1a
nhu viy day.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Oa, thi ra Thién chau lai c6 cong hiéu nhu thé kia 3, vy chung ta moi
nguwoi déu deo mot cai di, chang phai c6 thé gdp hung hoa cat, tranh quy trir ta roi khong?”

H6 Dwong cuwoi kho noi: “Cau twdng ai cling deo Thién chiu dwgc diy a? Gio da phan déu
la hang gia, mot cai Thién chau that, du chi la Tam nhan Thién chiu cling phai ca van té roi,
huéng chi dan Tang tuyét déi khong bao gio ban Thién chau di ca.”
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Trwong Lap ciling n6i: “Khdng sai, nhirng ngwdi deo Thién Chau déu la cac lat ma, phap sw
than phan cao quy hoic quy tdc thoi trwede. Khi nhitng bic dai sw 4y cho rang cau la ngudi
dai dirc dai tri, ho sé 14y Thién chiu ra ting, thir d6 khong phai dé ban dau.”

Nhac Dwong thiy khong thé ki€ém dwoc Thién chau, khong khoi 1§ vé thit vong. Lat ma A
La chot 1én tiéng: “0’'m, khong ngd Thién chau lai ¢6 tdc dung nhw thé. Moi nguwdi khong can
lo, chuyén nay dé toi nghi cach cho.” Chiing nhan gio méi birng tinh ngd, xét cho cung thi dai
st cling la ngwdi cia phia ton gido ma.

Trac Méc Cwong Ba ké nhirng trdi nghiém kinh tdm déng phach cda ho ra hét tron ba
tiéng dong ho thi ké dén doan Pa Cat hy sinh. Mic du moi ngudi déu da nghe lat ma A La néi
ba Cat chét vi ciru Cwong Ba thiéu gia, nhwng khéng ngd anh chang iy lai chét theo cach
nhw thé, trong long khong khoi danh gia sw trung liét cia Pa Cat cao thém miy bac nira.
Diing nhi vé tiyw, dén cad doi tredng H6 Dwong 1a ngwdi chwa tirng gap Pa Cat bao gio ciling
ntrc né khong thoi. “Pa Cat 1a mdt diing si chan chinh.” Gido sw Phwong Tan danh gia.

Puwong Man chi c¢6 thé ndm tay Trac Moc Cwong Ba qua khodng cach gitra hai chiéc
giwong, an ui ga: “Pay khong phai 16i ctia anh, dirng qua dau budn.”

Khong khi bong tré nén ngdt ngat.

HO6 Dwong pha vé bau khéng khi gwong gao dy, van veo ban tay ndi: “Phai roi, ldc 4y moi
nguoi cling khong ngd rang di mot vong 16n dudi long dat, két qua lai chui ra & bén dwdi di
chi C6 Cach dting khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ndm chit ban tay Pwong Man, cdm kich ndi: “Cling may 1a c6 doi
trwedng H6 Dwong & do6, khong thi ching t6i that khong biét phai lam thé nao nira.”

boi tredng H6 Dwong ndi: “Bat ky doi khdo sat khoa hoc nao gap phai tinh hudng iy ciing
déu sé giup cac ban théi. Pung roi, cac ban cé hiéu biét gi vé C6 Cach khéng vay?”

Trwong Lap Nhac Dwong déu chwa néi véi ddi trudng H6 Duwong, rang bon ho chinh 1a
lan theo dau maéi ctia C4 Cdch kim thw méi truy dén dwoc Pdo Huyén Khong tw, nhwng khi
ho dung 4nh mat tham do L&t CAnh Nam xem c6 thé ndi hay khong, lién nhan dwoc ciu tra
loi pha dinh. Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “Chung tbi biét dwoc mét chut, ndi 1a hiéu biét thi
khong dam néi.” Biéu 6ng no6i day ciing la sy thue.

Doi trwedng H6 Dwong ndi: “Cé Cach c6 thé ndi la mot qudc gia sinh ra vi ton gido, ma cling
diét vong vi ton gido. Sw diét vong clia vwong triéu C6 Cach, cho dén ngay nay van 1a mot
cau d6, mic du cac hoc gid nghién ctru lich st cho rang binh si Lap Dat Khic da tin cong
viong triu C8 Cach, nhung van con rat nhiéu diém nghi van chwa dwoc gidi quyét. Theo 18
thwdng, néu mot virong triéu bi cong chiém, chic chin sé bi tan pha dén d6 nat tan hoang,
bao nhiéu @6 vang bac chiu bau sé bi vo vét sach cho bang hét, nhung veong triéu C6 Cach
nay lai trai ngwoc hin, rat nhiéu kién tric van dwoc bao tdon hoan hao, cac dd dac quy trong
déu con gitr lai dwoc, mai dén thé ky 19 méi thwe sy bi dao trom trén quy mé 16n, bi ddm
nha tham hiém nwéc ngoai kia cwdp di hét. Con nira, tuy dong xac kho Co Cach da noi tiéng
trén toan thé gi¢i, nhwng thir ma ngwoi ta van goi 1a dong xac kho khong dau@ chi 1a mot cai
hang nhé chira cac xac kho hau nhw hoan chinh c3, ngoai dong s6 Mot ma moi ngudi van
biét, chiing t6i con bi mat khai quat dwoc miy dong xac kho khac 16n hon nira. Vi tri chd
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moi ngwdi chui ra hdm dé thudc khu viee thong dao mat nam ngam dwdi long dit cia vueong
cung CO Cach, tirc hang déng s6 Bay, cling la dong xac kho 1é6n nhat ching t6i phat hién
dwoc tir treée dén nay. Trong ddm xac kho 4y, ngoai thi thé ngwdi C6 Cach ra, con c6 rat
nhiéu xac cta nhitng ké xam lwgc 1an vao, diém nay thi khong thé khong khién nguoi ta
sinh nghi cho dwoc, cho du cé 1a d6 thanh® chiang nira, thi thé cling phai dwoc thanh tri,
chir khong thé virt bira bai trong cac dworng hdm dwoc. Vi vAy méi néi... nhirng chuyén xay
ra trong lich s, qua miy tram nam thi khong thé nao néi lai cho ré dwoc niva roi.”

Nghe d6i trweéng H6 Dwong n6i dén nhirng nghi vin tbn tai trong lich st C6 Cach, cd bon
Trac Moc Cwong Ba déu 1y lam kinh ngac. Trong tw liéu ca ho khéng hé thiy dé cip dén
nha tham hiém thé ky 19 nao, liéu d6 cé phai chinh la Stanley khéng? Trac Mdoc Cwong Ba
cang nhay bén hon nhén ra, C6 Cach c6 mot lwong 16n xac khé, cd mét ndi xac chét trong
Pao Huyén Khéong tw, Am tran & Maya, con ca huyét tri nita, nhitng thi nay dwong nhw ¢6
mot lién hé gi d6, nhung rét cudc la lién hé nhw thé nao thi g nghi méi cling khéng thong
duoc.

Nhic dén C8 Cach, Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhé ra cAu chuyén Hac Miéu hoang hau, bén ké
voi dbi tredng H6 Dwong, déng thoi hoi xem chuyén nay dang tin téi dau. Anh chang rau
ram cwdi cwdi dap: “Nhirng truyén thuyét din gian nhw thé chac 1a nhiéu 1dm, néi thwe mot
cu, toi cling chwa nghe bao gio, nhung cé thé hoi ban giup, anh ta nghién ctru C6 Cach
khong chi nim mot ndm hai thoi dau. Con mét diéu nira, ngwoi Co Cach da di dau, dé cling la
mot cdu d6 chwa tim dwoc 1o gidi dap. Dwa vao nhirng di chi da phat hién cho dén thoi
diém nay, c6 thé thdy ndm xwa C8 Cach han phai 12 mdt vwong qudc cwc ky phon thinh,
nghe noéi chi riéng ving Trat Pat nay théi dd cé ca hon tram nghin ngwoi sinh séng roi.
Nhung sau khi C6 Cach bi diét vong, than dan cda né cling dot nhién bién mat luén, dén gio
van chwa phat hién dwoc sach vé van thw gi cia vweong triéu nay, rét cudc 1a con bao nhiéu
di tich dang chon vui dwéi long dat kia chiing ta hoan toan khong biét mét chit nao hét ca.
Vi vy mé&i noi, nhirng birc bich hoa iy, tam khéng quan tAm ching la cua C6 Cach hay 1a cta
Twong Hung, cling déu 1a bang chirng lich s&. C6 con nhé bich hoa ching ta nhin thiy &
song bang Kha Kha T4y Ly khong, nha nwéc dang chudn bi phai té chuyén gia nghi cach dén
d6 mot 1an niva day, néi la...”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién ngat 1oi: “Phai roi, doi trudng Ho, sau khi ching tdi di, bon
sdn trom H6 Lang & Kha Kha Tay Ly thé nao r6i?”

boi tredng H6 Dwong dap: “Cu nbi vay téi méi swe nhé ra day, hinh nhw sau khi cac ciu
di, ddm Ho6 Lang 4y cling bdt vo 4m tin ludn, ky san ban mua déng nam ngoai cling khong
thiy ching c6 hoat ddng gi nira, dung la chuyén la.”

Trwong Lap c6 4n twong rat sdu sac voi sw kién 1an 4y, voi vang hdi: “Cuwong Ba thiéu gia,
sao vay, anh nhé ra gi a?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba diém dam noéi: “T6i nghi, bon ma ching ta dung d6 trong Pao Huyén
Khong tw, chinh la H6 Lang!”

“Cai gi!” “Cai gi!” Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap gan nhw cung lic kéu 1én day kinh ngac.
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Trac Mdc Cwong Ba giai thich: “Tlr I4n tén Ngwu Nhi Oa mo dén trai huin luyén cua ching
ta, toi da bat dau nghi ngo, du hdn mudén bao thu cho anh trai ching nira, nhwng v&i nang
lwc ¢4 nhan ctia hdn 1am sao c6 thé tim dwoc noi ching ta huin luyén co chi, trir phi 1a...”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Trir phi la Merkin & gitta cung cip dau méi, trong ddm do6i dau véi
ching ta hién nay, chi hdn mé&i c6 kha nang nay thoi.”

Trac Moc Ceong Ba git dau: “Khong sai, sau d6 khong phai gido quan da néi ké giao thu
v&i o Ay 1a ngwoi Trung Quoc hay sao? Lan dé & Kha Kha Tay Ly, Merkin da di theo ching
ta, sau d6 han c6 tiép tuc tim kiém ching ta nira hay khong? Ma hin lai rit gidi chiéu tap
mot 1d liéu ban mang cho minh nira, vi vdy téi méi dwa ra suy dodn nay.”

Nhac Dwong git dau: “Gio xem lai thi suy dodn nay rat c6 kha nang la that diy.”

No6i dén diy, moi nguoi ai niy déu triu ning mot biu tAm sw, thao ludn thém mot luc 1au
nira, khong ngo lai ting thém bao nhiéu diéu lo ngai.

Khoang thoi gian sau dé, moi ngwoi déu & bénh vién dudng thwong. Lir Canh Nam mot
mat bdo cio cong viéc véi cac cap lanh dao, mat khac con lo to chirc nhém chuyén gia giai
ma dién dich cac chi dan trén ban do, ngoai ra con v s6 cong viéc tong két va bao cio vé
tinh kha thi nita, ban dén nodi dau bu téc réi. Nhirng ngwoi khac khong cé viéc gi lam thi nam
trén giwong bénh ndi chuyén phiém, roi qua thi 14y nhitrng doan phim gido sw Phwong Tan

7 . Ay ~ 7 2 . 2 Y ~ by n . 2 7
quay ra phat lai, xem bd dang nhéch nhac tham hai ctia minh cling la chuyén vui vé hirng
tha.

Gi4o s Phwong Tan cling khong ngirng 1am viéc, hé c6 co hoi 1a 6ng lai st dung Internet
lién lac v&i ban be cic noi va té chuyén gia, cing nghién cru nhitng thong tin tir dia cung
Ahezt IAn trudc va mot sé tw liu thu thip dwoc trong chuyén di C6 Cach lan nay. Néu cac
béc s khong kich liét phdn ddi, e rang gido sw da kéo thang diy mang dén tin giwong bénh
ludn réi. Bac si noi véi dng: “Bac 3, 1An nay bac may man 1dm, chi bi ran xwong nhe, nhung
co bap thi tén thwong rit nghiém trong. Toi cAn phai trinh trong canh cao bac, trong vong
mot ndm khéng 13p lai hanh vi nguy hiém 4y nita, bang khong, nhe thi cai chan nay cia bac
sé tan phé, nang thi tinh mang ciling khoé gitr ndi ddu. May tinh may tiéc rat khéng co loi cho
qué trinh hoéi phuc ctia bac, bac nén bét tiép xic thoi, khi nao d& hon thi phai ra ngoai nhiéu
dé tap luyén hoi phuc. Pung 13, tudi tac thé nay roi ma van con lam cdng viéc nguy hiém nhw
thé lam gi.”

Ntra thang sau, Lit CAnh Nam néi v&i moi ngudi rang bon Merkin da dap may bay roi khoi
Trung Qudc, han di theo dwong dai st quan, can ban khong thé chin lai dwoc. Hon nita bon
han ciing khong d€ lai bat ctt chitng c& nao, tit ca chirng c& déu da bi cho nd sach sé tan
tanh. Tuy gido sw Phwong Tan ciing quay dwoc mot s6 hinh anh, nhwng hoan cadnh chién
d4u trong bong t6i mu mit 4y, ngwdi trong anh va cai bong ma that chdng khac nhau 1a miy.
Nhwng tit ca déu hiéu rd, bon Merkin sé& khong bé cudc nhw vay, nhit dinh bon hin con
quay lai, than phan Thanh s cia Merkin va ham muén truy tim Bac Ba La than mi€u manh
liét cia hdn, dén gid van 1a mot cau dé.
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Hom 4y, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dang dwa lwng vao bau clra s6 doc bao, dot nhién c6 mot
nguoi xong vao, tay xach theo mot gié hoa qua. Nhac Dwong héi: “Ong tim ai vay, c6 phai
nhim phong réi khéng?”

Nguoi kia khong ban tAm dén md héi ddm dia trén tran, &nh mat ddo khap phong, vira
thay Trac Méc Cwong Ba lién mirng ré reo 1én: “A, Cwong Ba, qua nhién la anh & day!"
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CHUONG 29 TRAN CHIEN NGHIN NAM

Cudi cung lat ma A La néi: “Tran chién véi Twong Hung, t6 hop ngwdi va ngao da danh
bai t6 hop séi va dai kim bang, k& d6 quét sach mudi van dai quan clia Twong Hung, tir ddy
khong con dich tht nira. Tran chién kinh thién dong dia dy, cudi cung ciing quét sach
chwéng ngai cudi cung ngan tré Tang viwong Tung Tan Can B6 thong nhat cao nguyén. Mo
thirc cta tha chién da dwoc viét lai mot cach triét d€, thao thu sw truc ti€p tham chién véi
than phéin binh si, d6 1a chuyén chwa tirng dwoc nghe néi dén trong lich st cda th chién. Va
chién ngao, th ho linh hoan toan méi 4y cudi cung cling dugc ngudi doi biét dén, bing ba
khi 14n nudt ca thién ha 4y, chiing da tuyén b véi nhitng tha ho linh khac rang minh mai 1a
loai thd chién ddu manh mé nhit...”
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<% ~ 2
Sap xép cua Ben

Trac Moc Cwong Ba quay dau lai, cling 1dy lam kinh ngac kéu 1én: “Chinh, sao lai la anh?”
Ké d6 ga lién quay sang gi¢i thiéu véi Nhac Dwong: “Pay la pho tong gidm déc cong ty
chiing t6i, Pong Phwong Chinh, la chién hitu cung tao 1ap sw nghiép véi toi day. Vi nay la
thanh vién trong nhém huan luyén dic biét cua toi, trinh sat Nhac Dwong.”

Nguwoi méi dén khong phai ai khac, ma chinh 1a Péng Phwong Chinh dwgc Trac Moc
Cuwong Ba Uy thac toan quyén quan ly cong ty.

bong Phwong Chinh noi: “Lan nay anh di lién mdt mach hai ndm chang c6 tin tic gi c3,
thoi gian 1au hon bat ¢t IAn nao trwdc d6. Néu khong phai tién trong tai khoan van khong
ngurng tiéu hao, t6i da twdng anh da hoan toan bién mit réi day.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba n& mot nu cwoi 4y ndy noi: “Um, tir ddy van toan huin luyén bi mat,
vi vy gin nhw t6i khong c6 lién hé véi thé gidi bén ngoai. Phai roéi, sao anh biét téi & day?”

bong Phwong Chinh dap: “Téi xem chwong trinh tin tic trén ti vi, néi bénh vién nay tiép
nhin mdt nhém nguoi bi thwong ning, nghe dau la mét nhém mao hiém tw phat. Téi thay
c6 anh chang lan trudc cing anh dén cong ty, lién dodn chinh la moi ngwoi, qua nhién...”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba cwdi cwdi nodi: “La Trwong Lap, dang roi, tinh hinh cong ty thé nao?”

bong Phwong Chinh 19 vé 4i ngai: “Tinh hinh khéng dwoc t6t cho 1am. Sau khi anh di, cong
ty xay ra miy chuyén 1én, nam diu tién 1a vu khu nha ché bi triang doc tip thé, mic du da
cap ctru, nhung chiing ta van mat di Hing Hung, Totti, Tiéu Khdi... téng cdng sau con ngao
giong. Vé sau diéu tra ra, 1a do Tiéu Trwong vi mét sd bat man véi chuyén diéu dong cong
tac ma c6 y dau doc, da xét x roi, [An dé ching ta ton that phai dén may triéu té. Sau dé lai
xay ra chuyén ngudi mua khong biét chdm séc lam ché mic bénh dai, &nh hwdng rit 1on
dén thanh danh cta céng ty. Nguyén nhan chu yéu la do gi¢ ngwdi ta da nhin thiy loi ich
thwong nghiép rit 1én cia viéc nudi duwdng chd ngao, nguwdi nguoi déu nubi ngao, bat ké ho
c6 phai dan chuyén nghiép hay khong, ching ta phai d6i mat véi sw canh tranh rat 1on tir
thi trueong. Téi cling da tin hét tAm stirc d€ duy tri cong ty, chi hdn minh khong thé moc ra
tam canh tay thoi. Phai roi, Cwong Ba a, bao gio anh dinh tré vé cong ty vay?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin Pong Phwong Chinh mét méi lo 4u, ro6i lai ngoanh dau nhin
nhitng giwdong bénh tréng, mdi chiéc giwong déu dai dién cho mdt ngudi anh em da cling
vao sinh ra tir vdi ga. Trac Moc Cudrng Ba vo nhe 1én vai Dong Phuong Chinh, néi: “Gior cong
ty van c6 thé hoat dong binh thwong cht?”

bong Phwong Chinh dap: “Hoat déng binh thwong a... dwong nhién, chi la thoi ky tién vao
nhw nwée khi anh dvng dau céng ty thud trwede da qua roi.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Chi cAn van hoat déng binh thwdng 12 tét roi, cho toi thém mot
it thoi gian nita, chiing t6i di ndm dwoc dAu méi quan trong nhit, sdp thanh céng téi noi
roi. Khoang thoi gian nay, chinh la thoi gian phong trao nudi ché ngao lan rong, thi treong
sé gap phai chin dong rat 1on. V&i sy dao thai caa thi treong, nhitng ké khéng ¢ tw chit
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nudi duwdng ché ngao sé bi gat ra ngoai thoi. Néu lan nay t6i cé thé tim dwoc T Ky Lan,
ching ta sé& s& hitu gidng ngao xuit sac nhat, thuin ching nhit thé gi¢i. Chi can gitr dwoc
qua khoang thoi gian nay thi s& khong con van dé gi nita, toi tin rang v&i ning luc cla anh,
chuyén nay ciing chang khé6 khan gi cho 1am.”

bong Phwong Chinh cuwoi khé héi: “Rét cudc con cin bao 1au nira? C6 thé noi chac dwoc
khoéng?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba kho xtr néi: “Chuyén nay xac dinh dwa trén tinh hinh hoéi phuc cia
chiing t6i va ca viéc giai ma dau moi nira, thoi gian cu thé thé nao téi cling khé dwa ra phan
doén 1am.”

DPong Phuwong Chinh lai cudi khé, co hé nhw lo ddang, dwa mat liéc sang phia Nhac Duwong
mot céi, thap giong ndi: “Cwdong Ba a, toi phai néi trwére, néu cdng ty khéng kinh doanh dwoc
nira thi anh ciing khong thé trach t6i dau day nhé.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba 4n hai vai P6ng Phwong Chinh, cwdi cwdi noéi: “Anh lam viéc, téi yén

faY ”n

tam.

Hai nguwoi lai néi chuyén thém mét lic nira, roi Trac Moc Cwong Ba din do Pong Phwong
Chinh phai gitt bi mat, vi sttc khde cling chwa hdi phuc nén ga chi c6 thé tién Pong Phwong
Chinh bang 4nh mat. Mot lic sau, Trwong Lap 1ét canh tay b6 bot tré lai, I&m bam noi: “Bong
nguwoi lic nay sao ma quen thé, diéu bé nhw thé nhiéu tAm sw 1dm, ma t6i nghi mai cling
khong nhé ra la ai ntra.”

Bong nguwoi! Trac Moc Cudng Ba dot nhién nhw ndm bat dugc diéu gi d6, ding roi, trong
Dao Huyén Khong tw, ga cling thdy mot bong ngudi, quen thudc 1dm, hiém ndi luc 4y qua t6i
tam, ga cé nghi thé nao cling khong thé nhé ra da tirng thay ci bong lwng ay & noi nao!

Thi trdn Lochaber, Scotland, Vwong quoc Anh, & day c6 mot trang vién tran ngap hoi thé
doéng qué, toan bd trang vién toa lac trén trién nai bén bo bién, nhin vé phia Tay c6 thé
ngam Dai TAy Dwong Am Am séng vo, nhin sang phia Dong c6 thé thiy ndi Ben Mevis. Trang
vién rong khodng tdm tram hecta, sau canh c6ng vom khéng 16 mau trang 1a moét dong co
ménh mong trai t&i tin chan troi xanh ngat. Ba cai hd nhin tao nhw ba canh hoa vay 14y toa
lau dai 1én vao gitra, mot dong séng ngoan ngoéo udn lwon nhw dai lua phac 1én nén cé
xanh dwong nét cia con rong Trung Quoc, dong thoi tao thanh ba dong thac trén nhirng bac
thang dan xen nhau. V6 s6 twong kiéu La M4, kiéu Y rai rac khip noi trén trang c6 xanh
bang phing, nghé thuit lam vwon Trung Qudc va Nhat Ban dwoc dung hop mot cach vira
phai, m6t dwong ray xe ltra chay xuyén sudt ca trang vién, ngbi trén xe Itvra nhd, chi can hai
ba tiéng déng ho 1a c6 thé chay hét mot vong quanh noi day.

Noi ndy, 1a mot trong nhitng cho & ctia Merkin tai Anh qudc.

Lau dai twa nhw cung dién Versailles cia Phap, Merkin rit thich lang 1€ mét luc l1au truéc
ctra sO kiéu Phap trén thap chuéng muwoi ba ting. Tir diy c6 thé thu gon ca trang vién vao
tAm mat, cling c6 thé nhin thdy mit troi khuit din sau rang nui Tay, thdy trang sao nho 1én
khoi mét bién, 1a cin phong noi Merkin dung dé suy nghi, mot phong sach khdng 16. Luc
nay, trong phong chi c6 ba ngudi, Merkin, Soares va Max dang ngwoc ngwoc xudi xudi lo
bung tra rot nwdc.
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“P3 sap x€p 6n thda cho dam kia chwa ha?” Merkin hai.

Max dang pha tra. Hinh nhw han cling nghién ctru kha kha vé phwong dién nay, vi néi cho
cung mudn 1dy long 6ng ch thi cling phai c6 nang lwc d€ ma 14y long chir. Chi nghe han dap:
“Vang, gior nay chac chung né dang choi vui vé & Las Vegas roi.”

Merkin néi: “U'm, t6t 1dm, néu khong thda man ham muén vat chit cda ching thi ching
cting khong ban mang nhw vy dau. Lan ndy chi con tdm thang s6ng tré vé, khong biét 1an
sau con dugc my thang nira day.”

“Con lan sau nira a? Ban do6 ciing bi cwdp di réi con gi.” Soares cwdi hét strc than bi.

“Ong chu, t6i khong hiéu, véi thue lwe ctia 6ng, sao lai bi cai ldo gia dy cwdp mat ban do co
chit.” Pay la cdu hdi Max hoi nhiéu nhat trong khodng thoi gian nay. Moi lan néu ciu hoi nay
ra, han déu phat hién Merkin thoang 16 vé dic y, vay 1a han lién t6 ra thém ngay ngdc dan
don, ct hoi di hoi lai mai.

Merkin cAm chén tra 1én, han rat thich thi thitc u6ng dén tir Trung Qudc nay, diém dam
néi: “Néi thwe cho hai nguwoi biét, ché nén coi thwong ldo gia ay. Co 1€ lao la nguwoi loi hai
nhit trong cd dam kia diy, ky thuit chién diu cta ldo cao cwdng hon bit cr nguwdi nao
Merkin t6i da tirng gap trudc day do.”

Soares mim cwoi nhdp mot ngum tra, quay dau ra ngdm canh siac ngoai ctra sd, canh sic
noi ndy qua thwc 1a khéng té chit nao. LAn dau tién dwoc dng chu tra 1oi thang vao van de,
Max vdi té vé thanh kh4n 1ang nghe, tiép tuc hoi: “Ndi vay, chang phai ldo con loi hai hon ca
a nir gido quan kia sao?”

“Um,” Merkin néi, “1ay cudc dung dau chinh dién ctia tao va ldo 1an nay lam vi du di, ldo
van chwa gi¢ hét toan luwc ra dau.”

“H&!” Max hoi run tay, suyt chit nita thi 1am ban nwéc trong 4m tra ra ngoai.
“C6 diéu,” Merkin mim cw¢i b6 sung thém, “tao ciing vay.”

“Cai gi? Tai sao vay? Ong chi?” Max thuc sw khéng hiéu néi rét cudc chuyén nay la nhuw
thé nao.

“Ha ha,” Soares khong nhin noi cwdi pha 1én, “udng cho may di theo 6ng chu bao lau, dén
ca 6ng chu may dung ké sach gi ciing khong nhin ra dwoc a?”

“Gi... gi a? Dung ké&?” Max dan thdi madt, mudn ngu bao nhiéu thi c6 ngu bay nhiéu, nhwng
trong vé ngu ngoc iy lai c6 chat dang yéu nira.

Merkin cwdi khuing khuc, nét dac y 16 ro trén mat. Soares 1én tiéng giai thich: “C6 18, tir luc
& day cai ho Canh ctra Sinh ménh gi d6, anh khong giét thang lun Da Cat kia lu6n ma lai nhét
nd trong lao nguc, 1a da cé chuan bi réi dung khong, Ben?”

Merkin kiéu ngao noi: “Chuyén gi ciing bi anh nhin thiu hét ca.”

Soares noi: “Bdi vi chuyén ay khéng phu hop véi thai do lam viéc cua ching ta, muén
thang lun 4y cAm miéng, cho né mot vién dan 1a gidi quyét ludn van dé roi, can gi phai tén
cong ton sirc, d€ han chét tir tir trong nguc nuwdc, day 1a cach 1am rat kém céi. Phai biét 13,
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chi can c6 nuéc, mot ngudi cd thé séng dén bay tdm ngay, chic chan 1a anh da tinh todn
trwdc thoi gian bon tén Trac Moc Cwong Ba kia dén Canh ctra Sinh ménh ma sip xép con c&
nay.”

Merkin noi: “Tiép di.”

Soares lai noéi tiép: “Luc 4y anh da sip sn dwong lui cho minh, ciing tirc 12 hai su lva
chon. Thit nhat, bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong thé dén do, khong phat hién ra ba Cat, vay
thi ching ta di tim ban do6, tw tim dwong dén cai Bac Ba La thian miéu kia; th hai, bon Trac
Moc Cuong Ba kip thoi xuat hién, ctru Pa Cat, dong thoi biét dwge hwdng di cia ching ta,
cling dén dwgc Pao Huyén Khong tw. Téi khi Ay thi chiing ta da c6 thé lwa chon la tw minh
1y ban d6 mang di hay la dé ching 14y ban d6 di r6i.”

Max rat muon héi: “Cho bon chiing cwép ban do6 thi c6 loi gi cho chiing ta,” nhwng hai 6ng
chu dang néi chuyén, han biét rat ro khi nao thi minh nén dait ciu hoi, khi nao thi nén cam
cai mom lai.

Merkin noi: “Anh bat dau nghi ngd tir ltc nao thé?”

Soares ndi: “Tlr 1an ban day thirng d4u tién. Anh khong dé lai ngudi canh géc, luc do toi da
cam thay viéc nay khong phu hgp véi tac phong hanh sw cta anh roi. Sau dé & toa thap
ngwoc thitr mwdi hai anh cling khong c6 y dinh dé ngwoi lai, ca 1an ban day thirng thi ba
cling van 1a nhw vay, biét rd bon ching da dudi dén noi roi, anh van ung dung diém tinh nhw
khoéng, luc 4y toi da bat dau nghi ngd roi. Con nhé chuyén téi hoi anh trwdc canh cira 16n
cta cung dién ba tang khong?”

Merkin gat gii: “U'm, thi ra 1a bt dau tir lic d6. Thuc ra ban than toi cling rat mau thuan,
khong biét rot cudc nén chon con dwong nao thi hon.”

Soares néi: “La nhitng co quan hiém 4c trong Pdo Huyén Khong tw da giip anh ha quyét
tdm nay ddng khong. Toi thiy khi khong phat hién ra bat c thi gi trén cai dan té dé, mac
du ngoai miéng anh vAn mang chri, nhuwng 4nh mat lai té ra rit cao hirng.”

Merkin cudi dap: “Qua nhién 1a c6 mat ct vo. Khong sai, téi hy vong bon ching c6 thé 13y
dwoc ban do, vi thé khi ldo gia lat ma kia té vé cht y dén tdm ban d6, toi lién quyét dinh
luén, lap tirc nghi cach dé lao cwdp dwoc nd. Lic diu véi ga toi da c6 y 16 ra miy so hé, qua
nhién 12 130 da tring ké, gio nghi lai chi so 130 van vui d&én khé ma ngti duwgc mat.”

Max té vé nghi hodc. Soares nhap ngum tra roi néi: “Tao biét may dang nghi cai gi Max a.
May dang nghi, tai sao 6ng chu phai gié 1am tro thé 1am gi, cudi cung lai van dé ké dich cuép
mait ban do, phai khéng? D€ tao noi cho, khong phai 1a may khong biét, dng chi may da cai
cAm ngudi ndm viung trong dam Ay roi, nhit c¥ nhat dong cia ching 1am sao gidu dwoc
ching ta? Lan nay c0 y roi khoi Trung Quéc, chinh 1a d€ chiing ¢6 cdm giac an toan gia tao
dé6 théi. May thi nghi ma xem, co quan trong Pdo Huyén Khong tw d6 loi hai nhw thé, vay
thi tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu sé gian kho kh6 nhoc dén chirng nao, ching ta cin quéi gi
phai mao hiém qua vay? Chuyén di Pdo Huyén Khong tw 1an ndy chung ta lam tién phong
mé& dwong cho chiing, 1an sau thi dén lwot chiing phai mé dwong 16m cho bon ta roi. Um, tra
nay ngon lam, pha tra giéi 1am, Max.”
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Max Iam bam: “Nhwng ma, 1an nay hy sinh cling hoi nhiéu mét chat.”

Soares vui vé bat cudi: “Hiy, thang Max nay tré nén nhan ti tir bao gi¢r viy? Cai dam 4y la
ai ch? Bon ching chang qua 1a mot bon ban mang ddi tién ma thdi, chi cAn c¢6 nguwoi cho
tién, bao chling né giét may ludn ciing chang ngai ngan gi dau. Loai ngwdi nay c6 bét di vai
thang ciling chang can hé gi, bot di mot khodn chi tiéu thoéi. Hon nita, day cling 1 bé tri cla
ong chi may ma, 1an nay co y toé ra yéu thé hon véi ké dich, chi thue ra, thwe lwc chin chinh
van hoan toan chwa sir dung dén dau. Phai khong, Ben?”

Max néi: “Nhung ma, tdi vin con mot diém chwa dwoc hiéu cho 1dm. Ong chi, dau phai
chiing ta khong cé nguwdi, tai sao lan nay chi dung bon H6 Lang th6i? T6i cling nhin ra dworc,
1An nay chét nhiéu thi ha nhw thé, thang Ty Mé 4y sau lung chic 1a bAt man 1am.”

Merkin cuwdi gan lanh 18o: “Nhwng hin cling khéng dam lam trai y tao, khong phai vay a?
Tao chinh 1a mudn tha ha ctia han bot di may thang ddy.”

Soares & bén canh néi: “Chang 1& may van chwa nhin ra 4? Max, ddm Ho Lang 4y ddi véi
ong chu cta chiing may ma noi, dung tot thi 1a mot thanh kiém sic, dung khong tdt thi c6
thé tw lam minh bi thwong. Bon ching von da la mét bing nhém, ma trong biang nhém cuta
ching, tén cAm dau Tay Mé& d6 méi 1a ngudi phat ngdn, con nhén da duoc huin luyén dic
biét y rit kh6 khéng ché, néu dé ching 1én manh 1én thi chi c6 hai ch khong cé loi cho ké
hoach ctia ching ta diu. Gi¢ thé lwc cia Ho Lang da dé nén cho bon tir tu nwéc ngoai kia
khong ngdc dau 1én noi roéi, vi vay 6ng chi may méi cin phai 4p ché bon diy, dé hai luc
lwong nay gitr dwoc can bang. Hon nira, cho du ca hai lwc lwong nay déu di tong hét thi cling
chang can hé gi, dau c6 anh hwdng gi dén ching ta dau.”

Merkin liéc nhin Soares vé khong hai long, doan bao véi Max: “O0 day khong con chuyén
clia may nira, ra ngoai trwdc di.” Max biét diéu lui ra, chi 1a néu Merkin trong thiy 4nh mat
clia hin 16e 1én trong khoanh khac canh ctra sap lai, nhit dinh 1a sé vo cung kinh ngac.

Soares dirng dwng nhw khong: “Sao vay? Khong vui vi toi ndi hét ké hoach cda anh ra a?
Cai dudi theo anh mwoi miy nam réi ma van chwa yén tdm ha?”

Merkin lac lac d4u: “Thang Max 4y khong ngu xuin nhw anh thiy dau, theo tdi bao nhiéu
ndm roi, nd rat hiéu toi thich céi gi, héi nhw vay, chiang qua la d€ 1am vui long tdi thoi. Sw
thwec 13, sau khi tdm ban d6 do6 bi mat, tdi da dw dinh chi sit dung H6 Lang thoi r6i.”

“Um!” Soares tré nén nghiém tiic, diéu nay thi y ciing chwa hé nghi dén. “Y anh 1a...”

“Hanh trinh ctia Max 12 do t6i dich than sdp xé&p, nhw vy ma cling bi cdnh sat Trung Qudc
dé y a, khong thé nao cé chuyén nay dwoc!” Merkin nhin vé méit nghiém tdc cda Soares, n&
mot nu cwoi Khinh miét, “Ching ta da c6 thé tim dwgc nguoi tiét 16 tin tirc trong déi ngii clia
ching, vay thi néi khong chirng 1a canh sat Trung Qudc cling c6 thé cai cdm mot hai cai dinh
bén phia ching ta.”

Soares phéan tich: “Chia ra lam hai nhém, chi dinh huwéng di cho mét niva s6 ngwoi, vay la
nhitng ké khong tham gia hanh dong l4n nay khong thé bao cdo twong tin hanh trinh va
nhirng sw viéc chung ta gap phai védi bon canh sat Trung Quéc. N6i nhw viy c6 nghia la khi &
trong dong bo cap, anh dé tat ca chay tan ra khong phai la quyét dinh tinh thé, ma la da nghi
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dén truwdec roéi, chi dang doi mot thoi co thoi ding khong? Anh chia ching ra thanh tirng
nhém tirng nhém nho, vy thi cang dé chét dugc xem thang ndo ban tin tirc. Néu thang
tham tir 4y cho rang than phan da 16 hoic thdy khong cin thiét phai theo ching ta nita, han
sé nhan co hdi nay dé gia chét ma quay lai véi phia canh sat Trung Qudc, ddy méi chinh la
muc dich cia anh!”

“Khong cin chién ddu ma khuit phuc dwoc ké dich, d6 méi 1a thwong sach.” Merkin nhw
cwdi ma khong phai cwoi, trong dau hoi twéng lai lic 6ng ndi hin sip qua doi. Cling & trong
gian phong nay, 6ng gia vwon déi tay run rdy ra, 6m chit 14y han, ngwéc mat 1én nhin hin,
giong noi 4y sao ma kién dinh: “Nhé cho ky, Bac Ba La la thudc vé chung ta, phai tim thay
nd! Ché dé bt cr ké nao tranh gianh véi chau! Hay nhé ki dong ho quang vinh cda chau...
Merkin!”

Soares hoi ngac nhién nhin Merkin. Nguwi & trueéc mét y lic ndy toat 1én mot vé cao thAm
khé do. Pay méi chinh la Cao Lira, con nguoi s& hiru tri tué va sy gido hoat nhw loai ma quy
ta 4c. CA mot bon tw xwng 1a HO6 Lang v&i Nhén Xanh truwdc mit han, co ho chang dang nhic
dén 1am gi. Han khéng tin bt cir ngwdi ndo, va bat c¥ ngwoi nao cling khong thé doan biét
dwoc rét cudc trong long han dang nghi gi.

“Ben,” Soares noi, “anh c6 thé cho téi biét, cho n6 Pdo Huyén Khéng tw rét cudc la cé muc
dich gi khong?”

Merkin n6i mip mo: “Téi da biét két qua roi, vay thi khong can dé lai bit cir ddu moi gi
nira.”

Soares con dang dinh truy van tiép thi Merkin lai n6i: “Con mét viéc nira. Anh biét khong,
ltc dung do6 véi ldo gia A La iy, 130 c6 ndi vi toi cai nay... 13 Ky si Ban Tron!”

“Cai gi?” Soares kinh ngac dén suyt chut nita thi danh roi ca chén tra xudng dat, ban tay

cam dia tra cling khong vitng nira, dia va tach phat ra nhitng tiéng “canh canh canh” theo
tiét tau.

“Lao ndi vy 1a c¢6 y gi? Muén dung 13 Ky si Ban Tron d€ doa ching ta chic? R6t cudc la
ching da biét dwoc nhitng chuyén gi r6i?” Soares khong con gitt dwoc sy lanh lung tho o
trudc sau nhw mot nira, trong ngir diéu da dé 16 ra vé kinh hoang, gwong mat bién di cta y
cling van veo la thuong.

Merkin dap: “T6i thiy khong giéng cho 1am, chic 1a ching thu dwoc mot s6 thong tin vé
ching ta qua duwdng nao do, roi cho rang ching ta c6 quan hé véi 13 Ky si Ban Tron théi.
Anh néi xem... liéu bon ching c6 cho rang, chiing ta chinh 1a 13 Ky si Ban Tron khong?”

Soares ngdm nghi lai, doan ndi: “Anh néi ciing phai ddy, hoi trwdc co cdu con kién toan,
ching ta cling vira hay c6 mwdi ba ngudi ma. Thir néi xem, cAp trén sdp x&p nhw thé, liéu c6
phai chinh 12 muén ké dich hi€éu I[Am rang mdi nhém déu 1a 13 Ky si Ban Tron hay khong
nhi?”

Sac mat Merkin sAm xufng: “Khong biét nita, tdi chwa bao gior hdi dén chuyén clta cip
trén. Anh biét khong, ltic d6 khi 3o néi ra cai tén nay, toi cling giat thét minh, dén nébi trong
lac chién ddu hoan toan khéng thé khéng ché dwoc nhip do, von con dinh quin véi ldo mot
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lac nira, khong ngo nhanh nhw thé da bi cwép mat ban doé roéi, that khéng phuc chut nao.
Lan sau gap lai l1do, nhat dinh t6i phai ddu mot tran ra tro méi dwoc.”

Soares an ui: “No6i cling phai, chi riéng mot ké dinh doat sach lwgc thoi da khién chung ta
kinh hén bat via roi, huéng ho la nhitng ké d6.” Néi doan, y cdi ddu thAm nhd: “Ben, c6 1é
anh con chwa biét, tén diu bac Sean Kia, cling it nhiéu c6 quan hé v&i ching ta d6. Hiy, anh
c6 nhiéu chuyén gidu giém nhw vy thi téi cling tam thoi khdng noéi véi anh chuyén nay.”

Merkin dwa nguwoi treée clra s6, nhin rang may dé, hé nwéc xanh, cit tiéng hoi Soares:
“Lan nay dam kia bi thwong rat ndng, toi thidy khong ndm ba thang thi khong ra vién noi
dau, thém nira 12 ching ciing can thoi gian d€ dién dich ban d6 ra nita, cd mot ky nghi dai
nhw vay anh cé du dinh gi khong?”

Soares dap: “Tdi khong nhan rdi dwoc nhw anh, toi con phai tré vé Munich d€ chirng
minh tinh kha thi cta luin chirng ddng thwc vat phan héa va dung hop tién héa.”

Merkin the o cwoi cwdi néi: “Ly ludn nay anh da nghién ctru bao nhiéu nam réi, c6 thé
dwa ra két ludn chwa vay?”

Soares néi: “Truédc thi chwa, nhuwng Ian nay thi khac.” Y 14y trong tii ra mot miu ré cay
nhw que diém, ngdm vao tach tra, roi lai nhic 1én, ré ciy lién phinh ra dir doi, khong ngirng
ngo ngudy nhu con sau do.

Merkin kinh hai thot 1én: “Day khong phai 1a...”

Soares gat dau: “Pung thé, chinh la thir ching ta gdp phai bén trong thong dao, khi khéng
c6 nwédc hodc thiéu nwdc, ndé dung trang thai thwc vat dé duy tri tinh chat va trang thai
nguyén thly ctia minh, cé thé séng trén nghin nam hoic lau hon nira, mot khi gip phai
lwong nwéc day da doi du, sé 1ap tirc tran ddy sttc séng nhw co thit. Mic du toi van chua
biét ching tiéu héa hap thu vat sdn nhw thé nao, nhwng phwong thirc san méi cia ching thi
bon ta déu da dwoc ném qua roi con gi.”

Merkin di¥ng 1én, mim cwoi néi: “Pwoc roéi, chic anh thanh cong, day sé lai 1a mot tin tic
kinh thién dong dia day."
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Co Cach kim thw

Mot thang sau, s6 1an ddi truéng H6 Dwong dén tham thwa dan. Lir CAnh Nam va lat ma A
La dwong nhw héi phuc rat nhanh, gio da hoan toan binh thwong nhw chwa tirng xay ra
chuyén gi; Trac Moc Cudng Ba va Pudng Man mit mau qué nhiéu, trong thoi gian ngan
khong thé boéi bé cho lai dwgc, mac du da cé thé xuéng giwong di lai, nhwng bac si canh cao
ho khong dwoc vin dong manh; xwong giy & tay chan bon ngwoi Trwong Lip, Nhac Duwong,
Ba Tang va gido sw Phwong Tan ciling can thém thoi gian dé hoi phuc, dac biét la gido sw
Phuwong Tén, tudi tac da cao, toc d6 hoi phuc cling chim hon mot chut.

Vi cd dadm thwong bénh binh nay khé cé thé hoi phuc nhanh chéng, khéng hiéu Lir Canh
Nam da st dung dén thé lwc nao ma gianh dwoc ca gian phong bénh bén canh phong ctia ho
lam van phong lam viéc. O d6, co giit lién lac véi cac nhém chuyén gia & khip noi, giri
nhitng tw liéu cho ho sang loc, phan loai, phéi két hop, dé cudi cung lai tip hop vé tay. Nghe
Nhac Dwong néi, anh chang nay nhin thiy rit nhiéu cdp tai liéu dwoc 6m vao phong lam
viéc lam thoi cia Lir Canh Nam.

Hém sau, Trac Moc Cudng Ba vira méi xudng giwdng dwoc da voi va di thang vao vin
phong ctia Lir Canh Nam héi do: “Nghe Trwong Lap néi, hanh déng lan nay cta ching ta coi
nhuw da thanh céng, ching t6i da vuot qua bai khdo hach cuéi cung roi, c6 phai vy khéng?”

L& Canh Nam gt dau: “Ping thé, tdi c6 ndi nhw vay.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lién néi ngay: “Vay chuyén ma c6 da hira véi t6i...”
L& Canh Nam noéi: “Vét thwong cia anh méi dé...”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba ngit loi: “Toi rat ndn nong.”

Lir CAnh Nam lién nhoén miéng cuwoi, ndi véi Trac Moc Cwong Ba: “Chuyén ma toi da hira,
tw nhién 13 sé thwc hién.” N6i xong, cb lién dirng ddy mé& chiéc td sau lung, bén trong sdp
x€p gon gang nhirng tai liéu cia chuyén gia ma Trac Méc Cwong Ba khao khat da 1au.

Trac Moc Cuwong Ba sai chan 1én trwdc, dang chuin bi giang 14y dong tw liéu, chot bi Li
Canh Nam bwéc tredc mot bwdc chdan ngay triweéc mat. Lir Canh Nam canh cdo ga: “Nhé cho
ki, c6 khéng biét bao nhiéu t6 chirc nwdc ngoai dang thém mudn nho rai nhirng tw liéu nay
d4y, n6i dung chi c6 thé cho cac thanh vién trong nhém cung xem, hon nira day 1a bénh vién
nhiéu ngwoi qua lai, cdc anh muén xem tw liéu thi phai dén van phong nay cta t6i ma xem.
Tw liéu & day déu dwoc sdp xép danh ma theo mau tw, mdi lan chi dwoc 14y mot tap...”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba thodng ngdn ngudi, Lir Cinh Nam lai néi ti€p: “C6 van dé gi khong?”
Ga lap tlirc dap: “Khong c6 van dé.”

L&t CAnh Nam git dau néi: “Tt 1dm, ngodi ra con mot s6 tw liéu & dang van ban dién tt,
toi sé chép ban gbc vao may tinh cda gido sw Phwong Tan, nhwng chiéc may tinh doé cling
khong thé mang ra khoéi cin phong nay, thé nao?”
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Trac Moc Cwong Ba ludn miéng noi: “Dwoc, dwoc.” Lir Canh Nam vira tranh ra, ga lién voi
vOi vang vang 14y ngay mot tap tw liéu ra tham lam doc ngdu doc nghién.

S6 tw liéu do cac chuyén gia tong hop nay cé thé néi la hét strc quan trong doi véi bon
Trac Moc Cwong Ba, mac du khéng dwoc xem trwe tiép ban géc, ma chi 1a ban sao lai, nhwng
so v&i nhirng gi bon ho ¢6 trwée do6 thi da tét hon nhiéu, nhiéu hon nhiéu roéi. Ttr d6 tré di,
Trac Moc Cwong Ba, gido sw Phwong Tan va may ngwoi khac cv & li sudt ngay trong van
phong cia L&t Canh Nam doc nhw 1i ddi khat, thudng thwdng phai dén sing sém mdai tat
den hodc cr thé doc thau dém suébt sang, khién cho cic bac si phai ra loi canh cdo nghiém
trong, néi ra nhirng 1o ki€u nhw “néu may nguoi con tiép tuc nhw vy, ddm bao khong qua
bao nhiéu bao nhiéu ngay ntra thi cling dirng hong ma roi khoi cai bénh vién nay...” hodc la
“ctr tiép tuc nhw vay, thwong thé clia miy nguwoi ca doi cling khong khéi dwoc...”, méi khién
ho bét di phén nao.

C6 ciu “chuyén tot di d6i”, chwa ddy mot tudn sau, Lit Canh Nam lai mang mot cai dia
than bi dén dit bén canh may tinh cta gido sw Phwong Tan, néi véi 6ng: “Pay la tai liéu dién
tlr ctia C6 Cdch kim thw, ké tlr hdm nay, moi ngudi sé dwoc nam bat hoan toan cac tw liéu vé
Bac Ba La!”

“Hay qua!” phong lam viéc vang déi tiéng hoan ho.

L&t CAnh Nam bat d4u thiy hdi han vé quyét dinh ctia minh. Bay gi¢ c6 khéng con tim
duoc chd ngdi trong chinh phong 1am viéc ctia minh nira, khong biét 1am sao, danh phai roi
khoi vin phong sang bén phia phong bénh ch¢ doi. C6 mot ngwdi khong qua sét sang véi
dam tw lidu 4y, d6 chinh 12 lat ma A La, 6ng thwdng chi ngdi trong phong bénh tinh toa suy
tw. Budc chan nhe nhang ctia Lit Canh Nam khéng qua néi ddi tai lat ma A La. Pai sw nhim
h& mat noi: “Khong ngdr lai bi ddy ra khoi chinh phong 1am viéc cia minh, chuyén nay ban
dau con ciing khong nghi dén phai khong?”

Lit CAnh Nam can than liéc sang phia phong lam viéc, roi méi ha giong néi: “Vang, thua A
La dai nhan.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Ta c* cdm thdy con giao tw liéu cho ho lic nay e la qua sém, phai
khong? Day 1a bénh vién, ta vén tuwdng rang con sé doi dén khi ndo tré vé can clt mai 14y s
tw liéu do ra nira co day.”

Lit Canh Nam no6i: “Chinh vi dang & trong bénh vién, thé nén con méi mang sé tw liéu iy

”

ra.
“O!” Lat ma A La m& blrng hai mat, mim cudi tan thudng.

Lit Canh Nam lai néi tiép: “Nhirng tw liéu sao chép dé déu da dwoc sang loc ky lwong,
bénh vién 13 noi rat thich hop dé truyén tin tirc, néu A La dai nhan cé nghi ngo ai trong sé
ho, thi day 1a mot co hdi rat t6t. Diéu con lo 1ang nhit 13, néu nhw khong c6 ai truyén tin tirc
ra ngoai, khi 4y méi dang so.”

Lat ma A La bién d6i nét mit néi: “Y ctia con 13, néu gia dinh dich xac 1a c6 ndi gian, &
trong hoan canh nay ma han ciing c6 thé nhin nhin trwdc cdm do, khong truyén bat cir tin
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tlrc nao ra ngoai, vy thi sw binh tinh va ning lwc &ng bién ctia ké 4y, chic chin vuot qua dw
doan cua chung ta?”

L& Canh Nam nghiém nghi git gt dau.
Lat ma A La néi: “Con lo Iing... sw an toan ctia ciu ay?”
Lt CAnh Nam vdi no6i: “Khong.”

Lat ma A La mim cudi, lai nhdm nghién mét lai, gidy 1at sau méi néi: “Strc khée ta da hoan
toan héi phuc, c6 1€ ngay mai phai tré vé bao cao twong tin tit ca cudc hanh trinh cua
chiing ta ro6i. Khong, chiéu nay ta di lu6n thi tot hon.”

Lir CAnh Nam hiéu y, néi: “Nhw vay, dai nhan sé c6 thé & trong bong téi...”

Lat ma A La gio mdt tay 1én, ra hiéu cho Lit CAnh Nam khéng can néi nhiéu. Trong long
ong cling d4y 1én cdm giac lo lang, bao nhiéu ddu mdi déu cho thdy Merkin biét tin ho di
chiu My chinh 1 do Iot tir chd ho ma ra, hon nita ngudi nay tuyét ddi khong thé 1a tén Ngwu
Nhi Oa chay thoat t6i hém dé dwoc. Khong mét ai c¢6 thé lai gan 6ng trong pham vi hai mwoi
mét ma khong bi dng phat gidc, diém nay thi dai sw c6 thé ty tin ma khang dinh, trir phi ké
dy sm da ndp & doé tir trude, hodc gid, da st dung dén mét sé trang thiét bi hién dai. Ma ca
hai viéc nay, déu phai 1a ngwdi phe minh méi thwe hién dwgc. Van dé hién nay 1a, ké tiém
phuc ngay bén canh dng rét cudc 1a ai? Mic du Lir Canh Nam cho rang Nhac Dwong khong
thé nao ban dirng ca qudc gia, nhung lat ma A La thi khéng nghi vay, mét vi trudng ldo da
tirng noi, moi mot ngwdi déu c¢é kha nang bi mua chudc, chi cAn tim dwoc phwong phap mua
chudc han ma thoi. Hon thé nita, néu ké 4y c6 ning lwc twong dwong véi Nhac Duong, hodc
gid con cao minh hon Nhac Dwong nita... Khong, dang so qu4, lat ma A La voi ngin minh
khong nghi tiép nira.

O trong phong 1am viéc, may ngudi bon Trac Moc Cwdng Ba qua thuc hét sttc phan khich.
Trong may tinh toan 1a dnh chup Ky thuit sé ctia €6 Cdch kim thw, day c6 thé noi la tw liéu
hang dau ro6i. Kim thw dwoc viét trén cudn gidy dai chirng mot thwéec, trong nhw tim hoanh
phi nhé, cac chir vang mic du da cach ca nghin nim van anh 1én ryc ré. Trén dnh c6 mot
tang phan quang mong, ré rang la da dwoc chup cach mot 1ép kinh dic biét. Chir trén C6
Cdch kim thw chi chit, c6 chir giéng con giun dang bo ngoan ngoéo, c6 chir lai giéng tiéng
Phan, dac biét la chup qua may anh cang giong chir twong hinh dong vat, thoat nhin da
khién ngwdi ta mat hoa dau vang. Riéng diém nay thi khién ho cAm thdy hét sttc ky quai. Vi
theo nhirng tw liéu ho tra ctru dwoc, van tw C6 Cach 1€ ra phai la tiéng Tang dwoc quy pham
héa méi dung, cho du 1a kiéu chir thio thi cling khong thé giéng thé nay dwoec.

Gidr day, bon ho cudi cling ciing hiéu ra, tai sao Lir CAnh Nam nhiéu lan nhic dén C6 Cdch
kim thw, ma IAn ndo ciing dung dén chir “giai dich” nay roi. Bén canh c6 chu thich bang tiéng
Tang, nhung chi 12 ghi lai nhitng chit C6 Cach dai biéu cho miu tw trong tiéng Tang chi
khong dich hét, nhitng chd dwoc dich ra thanh doan chi cé vai doan rit ngan, hiu hét nhirng
ndi dung déu nam trong phan Lir CAnh Nam da noi véi ho roi.

Gido sw Phwong Tan tim trong may tinh roi noéi: “Nhitng van tw nay nhin c6 vé giong vaéi
Thiém thé do ngudi tao ra Tang van, Thon Di Tang B6 Trat sang tao, nhung lai hon tap véi
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ki€u Hung Su thoi ky gitra thé ky 9. Xem ra van chwa c6 ban dich hoan chinh, ching ta chi c6
thé tw minh dich 14y vay théi.”

Nhac Dwong phan nan: “Chac phai gia chét m¢i xong mit.” Gido sw Phwong TAn sa sim
mit noi: “Cau gia bang téi khong?” Nhac Dwong voi lé lwdi quay di.

Trwong Lap cling noi: “Gido quan ciing that 13, sao khong dwa ching ta ban dich ludn di
nhi?”

Gi4o sw Phwong T4n lac d4u noéi: “Phién dich khong phai 1a chuyén dé, hon nira nhitrng tw
liéu nguyén thuy nay tét nhat 1a tw minh dich 1y, vi nhitng nguoi khac nhau thi sé dwa ra
ban dich khac nhau. Pay cling 1a nguyén nhan tai sao nhitng tw liéu nay lvu lac & nwédc ngoai
bao lau nhw thé ma khéng ngudi ndo tim dwoc Bac Ba La thin miéu cd. Hon nira, c6 mot s6
tht néu khéng quen thudc véi hoan canh va bau khong khi cia Tang van nguyén thiy thi
can ban khong thé dich ra dwoc, chiang han nhuw chir ‘dao’ trong tiéng Trung Qudc, chinh 1a
chir ‘dao’ ma Lio T ndi dy, cdu dich sang tiéng Anh thé nao ha?”

Nhac Dwong h4 miéng, c6 diéu thdy Pwdong Man ciing nhiu may suy nghi, anh chang bén
théi khéng phan bac nira, nghi ngoi mot ldc réi gat diu thira nhan: “Gido sw néi ciing phai.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan lai ndi ti€p: “Quan trong nhat la 1y giai cia ban thin déi véi Tang
van. Thé nay nhé, toi sé phan phat cac tAm anh chup kim thw & day cho moi ngudi, moi
nguoi dich mot phan, sau dé lai trao doi ban dich, cu6i cing moi ngwoi tip trung thao luin
dwa ra ban dich cudi cung, vay thi két qua sé twong doi chuan xac. Ngoai ra, phan nao khong
thé dich ciing c6 thé dwa ra d&€ moi ngwdi cung thao ludn.” Vira néi dirt 1o, lién nhin thiy Li
Canh Nam dang dirng ngoai ctra, mim cwdi cdm nhin khong khi hoc thuit tich cuwc s6i noi
ciia moi nguoi.

Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong thi nhau phan nan tradch méc L&t Canh Nam. Chi nghe c6 noi:
“Khong phai téi khong dwa cho moi nguwdi ban dich, ma la can ban khong c6 ban dich nao
hét. Theo cac chuyén gia khao chirng, thoi gian bd kim thw nay dwgc hoan thanh ang chirng
vao khoang thé ky 17. Ngudi soan sach ¢d y st dung kiéu chir ndy, chirng to rang khi dy thoi
diém C6 Cach diét vong da khong con xa nita, va bon ho da chuin bi sdn sang d€ 4n nau, vi
day 1a mot kiéu chit 4n. Chi riéng chuyén dich dwoc ki€u chir ra thoi da tén cta cac chuyén
gia thoi gian gdn mot nam. Cho dén lic nay, nhitng néi dung da phién dich dwgc toan bd
déu & ca do roi diy, cac phan khac moi nguwoi phai tw minh dich 1dy. Pwong nhién, bén phia
cac chuyén gia cling dang khong ngirng cong viéc ho dang lam, bat c lic nao moi nguwoi
cling c6 thé nhin dwoc sw tro gitp tir phia ho, hodc 1a... giup d& nguwoc lai ho.”

Nhac Dwong 13y 1am ky quai héi: “Pa tim dwoc miu tw d6i &ng trong tiéng Tang cla cai
kiéu chir gi g nay roi, chang I& ltc dich ra van con khé thé u?”

L&t CAnh Nam mim cuwdi néi: “Moi ngudi thir dich thi biét ngay thoi ma.” K& d6 cd vo vod
tay tuyén bd: “Cac vi, lat ma A La c6 mot s6 chuyén bén phia tén gido, phai xa chiing ta may
ngay, gio dén néi chuyén véi moi nguwdi mot chat.”

Lat ma A La xudt hién ngoai ctra. Moi ngudi néi chuyén mot lic. Trac Moc Cudng Ba nhé
dén nhitng birc bich hoa trong thiy trong Pao Huyén Khong tw, lién nho dai sw hoi tham
giup vé thu chién. An xong bita trwa, dai sw lién roi khoi bénh vién.
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M4y ngay sau do, dwdi su chi dao clia gido sw Phwong T4n, cd nhom bit dau phién dich
“Thiém Sw van” (Tiéng coc su tir - tén do Nhac Dwong dat). Bon ho nhanh chéng hiéu ra tai
sao L&r CAnh Nam noi cac chuyén gia tén ca nam troi ma chi dich dwoc may doan ngin ngin
nhw viy. Mic di nhitng van tw nay van tuin theo quy tic b6n miu 4m, ba mwoi mau tw clia
Thoén Di Tang B6 Trat, nhwng bt phap thi qua thwc qua sttc phirc tap. Nhac Dwong da dem
so sanh v&i cac thé Tang van khac, noi rang ki€u chit ndy con khé nhin ra hon ca chir siéu
ngody nira. Pau tién, ho dung but nét nhé khoanh tirng mau tv lai, sau d6 tim mau tw déi
rng trong ban dich cac chuyén gia cung cip, roi chép lai nhitng mau tw da dich dwoc bang
tiéng Tang quy pham, sau khi chép hét thi cong viéc dich thuit méi chinh thirc bat dau. Du
12 nhw vy nhung van thudng xuyén xay ra nham 1an. Déi véi bon Nhac Dwong, Truwong
Lap, nhirng ky hiéu d6 toan la kién bo tranh an, vé s6 diém chdm den nhé chap lai véi nhau,
thoat nhin thi chi nao ciing giéng hét nhw chi nao, phai tron trirng mait 1én nhin that ky
m&i phan biét dugc. V@ sau moi ngwdi méi phat hién ra, danh dau chit roi tim tirng mau tw
dé6i rng chi hoi phién phirc mot chit, khéng phai 1a viéc khé khin nhit, khé khan thit sw
nam & ban than viéc giai dich, ching han nhw doan mé dau ma cac chuyén gia da dich san.

(Mét cudc débi thoai vao khodng ndm 860-870 sau Céng nguyén) - chu thich ctia chuyén gia.
Con trai ctia Tang vwong cudi cung Ldang Pat Md, Vi Ting dd trwéng thanh, me Vi Tung la Sat
Bang Tdt bénh tinh nguy kich, goi con trai dén bén canh néi: “Con a, gior ddy cuc thé hén loan,
khdp noi réi ren bdt én, téi té bé di, dai twéng chét trdn, con, con la nguwdi ké thira duy nhdt
ctia Thé Phon vwong théng, nhdt dinh phdi gitr cho dwoc huyét mach ctia virong thdt. bi vé
phia Tdy di, noi dy mai cé hy vong cho con phuc quéc.”

Vi Tung ddp: “Phia Tdy la ddt dir cua Ta gido, di nwéc mdt nha tan, cting khéng di vé phia
Tdy.” Vi thi chét.

Chi riéng trong doan d6i thoai don gian nay, khéng nger da bao ham rat nhiéu néi dung
phtc tap. Ti du nhw “t6i t&”, cAc chuyén gia giai thich la vé mat y nghia caa chir thi “t6i t6”
c6 y chi “toi t& cua mat troi” hay “tdi té ciia anh sang”, con gido sw Phwong Tan thi cho rang
dé 1a dé chi Pao quan Anh sang. Pai twdng c6 1& 1a ngudi ting hd Vi Tung trong triéu dinh lic
do, tirc dai twéng Thuong Tw La, ngwoi nay da bi dai twdng phong thu bién cwong Luan
Khuing Nhiét, 1a ngwdi ing ho mot vi Tan pho khac giét chét; phia Tay c6 1€ 1a chi dat Twong
Hung; Ta gido dwong nhién chinh 1a Ban gido roi. Cac chuyén gia c6 chu thich dic biét, rang
sau khi Lang Dat M3 diét Phat, hai ngwdi con clia 6ng ta déu tin tho Phit gido. Vi Tung thi tir
bdn tudi da bat dau ngan cdm diét Phat, nim tudi da quy y Phat gido. Gido sw Phwong Tan
cho rang day la két qua gido duc clia nguoi 16n, nhwng ngudi do 1a ai thi khong thé biét
duwoec, cb 1€ 1a dai thin, hodc c6 1€ 1a thay gido cta y. Piém quan trong nhit 13, néu doan déi
thoai nay c6 thuec, thi virong that Thd Phon, ké tir sau thé hé cia Vi Tung bat dau dan dan
dich chuyén vé phia T4y trong chién loan lién mién, viéc nay c6 kha ning khoéng phai do
quan dich ép t&i, ma 1a mot cudc rut lui cé k& hoach, va dén cudi cuing thi dan dén cac diéu
kién cho C6 Cach lap quéc.

DPoan do6i thoai dwgc dwa vao riéng ré, dit ngay phin diu cda ca quyén truc, hoan toan
khong lién quan gi dén ndi dung phia sau. Nhwng dé ly gidi doan doi thoai nay, cac chuyén
gia da ghi rit ro & phia dwdi, Vi Tung bi dai than sat hai, con trai y 1a Boi Khao Tan xiy dung
chinh quyén & viing Nhit Ca Thich, vé sau bi quin khéi nghia binh dan giét chét, con cua Boi
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Khao Tan la Cat Dtirc Ni Ma Con tuin theo di huin cla t6 tién dén vung A Ly, Phé Lan, kién
quoc 1ap nghiép. Sau dé Cat Dirc Ni Ma Con lién hon véi tu tredng A Ly, roi chia dit cho ba
con. C6 Cach vwong mé rong bién cwong, phan giai thich néi dung da dai hon nguyén vian
may chuc ma c6 khi 1a c& tram ldn. Nhung con chuyén hy vong phuc quéc ma Vi thi nhac
dén, cac chuyén gia lai khong dé cip, ro rang 1a khong c6 bang chirng hoic tw liéu nao khéc.
Theo phén tich cta gido sw Phwong Tan, di huén cda t6 tién d6 cé dwoc truyén cho doi sau,
nhwng “hy vong” 1a chi thi gi, thi da bi dan quén lang theo thoi gian réi. Vé diém nay, cac
chuyén gia cling c6 nhan dinh y nhw vay.

Cang lau vé sau, moi ngwoi cang nhan ra cong viéc dich thuét nay vo cung khé khan. C6
rat nhiéu noi dung doi hoi dich gia phai hiéu biét twong doi vé thoi ky lich str chién loan d6
méi cé thé dich dwoc mot cach chuin xac. Mot danh hiéu, mot dia danh, mét tén ngudi, néu
khong hiéu biét vé giai doan lich sir nay thi cin ban khong thé lam dwoc. Cling may cac
chuyén gia da khdo chirng rat nhiéu, dong thoi gido sw Phwong Tan van gitt lién lac chit ché
v&i cac chuyén gia Tang hoc, dwoc ho gitup rat nhiéu diéu bo ich. Tuy nhién trong Cé Cdch
kim thw c6 rat nhiéu tir veng dén ca chuyén gia cling phai b6 tay chiu thua, khong hiéu. Day
cling 12 nguyén nhan chinh khién cho dén gio bd €6 Cdch kim thw van chwa c6 ban dich day
di. Cac chuyén gia con noi, bo kim thw nay cling khéng phai ban hoan chinh, ma chi 1a nira
dau thoi.

Mot tuan troi qua, mat Trwong Lap va Nhac Dwong déu swng hdp 1én nhuw gdu meo. V&i
lwong kién thirc lic nay cia ho, méi chi c¢é thé chuyén nhirng ky hiéu khién nguwoi ta nhin
ma hoa may chéng mat kia thanh Tang van hién hanh, con chuyén dich ndi dung van ban thi
bon ho thwdng xuyén nhw thé nay...

Trwong Lip cdm tdm anh 1én ndi véi Nhac Dwong: “Toi cdm thiy day 1a mét cai tén
nguoi.”

“Anh thay vy la dung roi.”

“Phia sau né c6 mét dia danh, phia trwéc la thoi gian, dung cai lich gi gi dé biéu thi Ay,
Thoi Luan lich hay 1a Hau La lich?”

“Anh thiy vay thi ding ro6i.”

“Nhung t6i khong biét bai canh lich st clia ngudi nay, dia danh 4y ciing ching biét & dau
nira. Mot ngay nao diy co ai diy di dén dau diy lam chuyén gi diy ha? Dich nhw thé c6 dwoc
khong?”

“Anh dirng hai toi, téi khong biét dau.”
“Cha, néu 1a Th6 Phon st thi tot qua roi.”

“Khong c6 Thé Phon st dau. Di huin cia Tung Tan Can B6 déu hét strc vun vat lé té, con
cai gi ma Hong st véi Thanh s, déu 1a ngwdi may tram nam sau viét ca théi.”

“Thi c6 Twong Hung st cling dwgc ma.”
“Cai do thi cang khong thé nao, tot nhit 1a anh nén bo hy vong iy di.”

“Co str sach nao khac ctia C6 Cach lam doi chirng ciing dwgc ma!”
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“Khong c6 C6 Cach s nao khac dau, thir chiing ta c6 diy chinh I1a cuén C6 Cach st duy
nhéit, n6i khong chirng cac chuyén gia khac con dang doi tw liéu do chung ta dich ra nira
day.”

“Gido su, tén nguwdi va dia danh nay va ca thoi gian nay nira, giip chau tra lai mot chut,
xem xem cac chuyén gia c6 chi thi gi khong?”

Gi4o sw Phwong Tén lac dAu noi: “Céc chuyén gia noi, ho cling khong biét dau.”

O bén kia, Trac Mdc Cuong Ba ciing gdp phai mot tir hét sitrc quai di, lien hoi: “Thay gido,
thay lai xem tlr nay di, lan trwéc cling xuit hién roi, linh hén bao vé kién dinh, cao quy, thé
nay thi lam sao giai thich dwoc!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nghiéng ngwoi lai xem, nghi ngoi gidy l1at roi dap: “Ngir phap khong
ding, diéu chinh lai tht tw mot chat, c6 1€ mot long trung thanh bao vé linh hén, ciu thi
xem nhw vay c6 lién mach dwgc khong, ky la that, ddng 1€ n6 phai 1a mot danh tir méi ding,
khong, khong phai nhw vay...”

“Thi hd linh, thong thwong chiing tdi déu dich mot cach don gian nhuw vay,” lat ma A La
dirng ngoai ctra noi.

“Pai sw A La, ngai tré vé roi!” Bon Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap voi nhao nhao dirng 1én chao,
héi tham roi rit, thwe ra chi la mudn lwdi nhac mot chit. Lir Canh Nam ciing khéng ngan tré
bon ho. Chao hoi lat ma A La xong, ¢0 lai tiép tuc vui dau vao dong ho so vin kién.

Duy chi c6 Trac Moc Cwong Ba va gido sw Phwong Tan van tiép tuc nhin cham cham vao
tr ngir khé hiéu kia. Gido sw cat tiéng hoi: “Tha ho linh? Tir nay toi da tirng thdy & mot noi
khac, hinh nhw tin suit xut hién kha nhiéu, lién quan dén ca chién tranh lan viéc té tu.
Theo to6i thi & nhitng phwong dién khac nhau, tir ngit nay cling c6 nhitng cach giai thich
khac nhau, khong biét c6 phai vy khong?”

Lat ma A La dén 14y c6c nwéc DPuong Man dua cho, dén bén canh may tinh néi: “Chuyén
nay giai thich phic tap 1dm, thwc ra cach noéi thong tuc chinh 13 thuy thd bao vé bén
phwong, c6 lic lai dung d€ chi mot loai trong sé dé thoi, nhuw 1a chién ngao chang han!”

Loi nay vira thot ra, cd bon phia thay déu kinh dong, dac biét 1a Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Dich
bao nhiéu ngay nay, 1& nao tir ngir kh6 hiéu ma g gip phai nhiéu lan nay lai chinh 1a dé chi
chién ngao hay sao? Ga voi ding 1én dé lat ma A La ngdi xudng bén canh gido sw Phuong
Tan, déong thoi mirng ré néi: “Pai sw, ngai da hdi gidp t6i chuyén lién quan dén thu chién
chwa vay?”

Nhac Dwong cling quan tAm hdi: “Th chién la gi viy? Con Thién chiu cta chung t6i dau?”

Lat ma A La ngdi xudng, thdy moi nguwdi da ngdi vay xung quanh minh, lién néi: “Um,
Thién chau thi quén mat roi, nhwng khéng sao hét, sau nay t6i con quay lai nita, 1an nay toi
di 1a dic biét c6 y héi chuyén lién quan dén thd chién. Gior néu khéng s¢ anh huwdng dén
cong viéc dich thuit cia moi ngudi, toi cé thé ndi so qua mot chat vé tha chién va lich st
chién ngao trong truyén thuyét.”
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Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwong nhién la khong cé y kién gi, diy chinh la diéu ma ga muén biét
nhat.

Lat ma A La nhap mot ngum nwéc, chdm rai néi: “T6i hdi moi ngwdi mot ciu, tai sao chién
ngao lai dwoc goi la chién ngao?”

“B&i vi chién tranh! Ching la loai ché ngao c6 thé tham gia chién tranh, c6 thé chién dau.”
Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap.

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Khoéng sai. Vi vay, néi dén lich st clia chién ngao, thi khéng thé
khong nhic dén thu chién. Tha chién 1a mdt loai m6 thirc chién tranh da xuit hién tir thoi
vién ¢8, nhung khodng gan nghin ndm tr& lai dy da bi ngwoi doi dan dan cho chim vao
quén lang. Cwong Ba thiéu gia va t6i da tirng trong thay bich hoa lién quan dén mo thirc
chién tranh nay trong Ddo Huyén Khong tu! RSt cudc thu chién bat ddu phat trién tir khi
nao, day la mot van dé khong thé khdo chirng. Nhwng thong thwdng, nén van minh ¢ nao
lic manh nha phat trién ciing déu c6 ghi chép vé tha chién. C6 mot so loai hinh thu chién
van con gin gitt dwoc, ching han nhw chién twong & Thai Lan, thin nguu & An Do, con s6
khac thi da bién mat trong dong soéng lich stt, nhw thi chién & Trung Qudc chang han. Thuc
ra, trong nhirng truyén thuyét sém nhit vé thoi Tam Hoang Ngii D€ da xuat hién thd chién
ca roi. Khi Hoang D€ c6 chién tranh véi Xi Vwru, da c6 s tich Xi Vwu triéu tip cac loai da tha
hung ac trong Thap Van Dai Son ra tac chién; thoi nha Ha cé thiy téc xuat hién trong chién
tranh; thoi Thwong Chu thi thudn héa dwoc chim trén trod; dén thoi Xudn Thu Chién Quéc,
thu chién da dat dén dinh cao, xuat hién ca hai luc khong quéan lién hop tac chién, chim trén
troi diu véi chim trén trod, thd dwdi dit ddu véi tha dudi dat, thay tdoc dau véi thay tdc; sau
do6 tré di thi vai tro tha chién ddn dan mo nhat, chi thi thoang chiing méi xuit hién trong
cac cudc chién gitra Han va Hung N6; dén thoi Tam Quéc, mo thirc chién tranh nay lai séng
day, Trwong Giac cé thé hoanh hanh mét thud gitra thoi loan thé chinh 1a vi y c6 thé chi huy
v6 s6 da thd chién diu, con nhw Méng Xung Hoa Ngwu Trin, Héa Nha Thiéu Lién Doanh vé
sau nay, cling déu dwoc coi 1a mau muc cta tht chién; dén thoi sau thoi nha Nguyén, viéc sir
dung tha chién méi dan suy tan, nhung ciing khong tuyét tich han; vao thoi Minh Thanh
van con xuat hién mét tran kinh dién chuot diu véi voi nita.”

Moi ngudi déu nghe ma kinh ngac, roi traim ngam suy nghi héi 1du ma van 1dy lam khé
hiéu, dic biét 1a Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap. Hai ngwoi nay xuit thin bo doi, déu cuing cho
rang néu qua thwc ton tai binh doan thu chién that, thi it nhat ho cling phai c6 nghe noi dén,
chit khong thé hoan toan mu tit thé nay. P&i véi nhitng ngwdi khac, digu lat ma A La vira néi
da phan déu la nhirng thi chi c6 trong truyén than tién trich quai hay tiéu thuyét thong tuc.
Nhung chién twong ctia Thai Lan va than ngwu thién binh ctia virong triéu Khong Twéc bén
An D6 thi diing 12 sy that khong thé tranh cii. Thoi xwa & hai quéc gia nay, hai loai dong vat
dé6 dung la dwoc phlen vao binh chung riéng, da tirng lap nén nhung chién céng hién hach
trén chién trwong. O Thai Lan va An P8, hai loai dong vat nay vAn con dwoc sting bai kéo dai
mai cho dén ngay nay.

Nhac Dwong héi: “Tdi... tdi khong hi€u cho 1am, dai sw, néu thud chién cé uy lwc 16n manh
nhu thé, tai sao khong dwgc vao bién ché chinh quy cia quan doi dé phat dwong mé rong
ra, ma trai lai phai chim dan vao quén lang nhw thé?”
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Lat ma A La néi: “Khong sai, day ding 1a mot van dé khién nguoi ta khé hiéu. Téi c6 thé
néi véi moi ngudi mot cach don gian, & diy c6 hai nguyén nhén: thir nhat, dé la mét chic
nghiép dic thu, cling tirng dwoc coi la mdt trong ba chirc nghiép bi truyén cia dat Tang -
Thao thu sw, thuat si diéu khién tha!"
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Su ra doi cua Pao quan Anh sang
“Thao thu sw!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba thdm chan dong trong long, 1o m¢ cé cadm giac nhw
ndm bit dugc diéu gi doé.

Lat ma A La néi: “Pting vdy. Mudn dung dong vat 1am mét binh chiing chién dau khéng
don gidn chi n6i ma dwoc, phai cé nhirng ngudi chuyén moén chi huy diéu khién bon ching,
dé ching dwa theo phwong sach di dinh sdn ma tién hanh mai phuc, tdn cong ban dém, tip
kich, bay tran ma khéng tré nguoc lai lam ton hai dén phe minh, tit ca nhirng viéc nay déu
phai nho vao thao thi sw méi thuc hién dwoc. N6i mot cach don gian hon, vai tro cia ho
cling giéng nhw nhirng ngwdi hudn luyén thu day ho nhay qua vong, ca heo hiic béng trong
rap xiéc viy, nhung diém khac biét 1a cong viéc cia ho khé khidn hon rit nhiéu. Gitra chién
trwong, trong chép mat da c6 ngan van bién d6i, mudn diéu khién mot ddm dong vat c6 thé
tién lui nhw y, tién thi vé phia trwéc ma lui thi vé phia sau, hai canh hgp viy, chia dwong
xudt kich, diét tirng bo phan, tiém phuc réi tip trung, ngoai viéc phai hoan toan nim bat
dwoc tip tinh va wu thé cta cac loai dong vt ra, con cin nhirng thi doan diéu khién thao
tdng dic biét khac - nhitng thd doan nay chinh 1a tuyét ky bi mit khong bao gior dé cho
ngudi ngoai biét dwgc cla cac thao thd sw. Dén gid, thi tbi c6 thé ndi véi moi nguoi tai sao
thad chién lai dan dan lui khoi vii dai lich str dwoc réi. D6 chinh 1 vi cac tuyét ky cda thao
tht sw xwa nay van 1a don truyén mot mach va chi truyén miéng. Khi mot thao thd sw chét
di ma khong cé truyén nhan ké thira, thi cling dong nghia véi mot loai tuyét ki diéu khién
thu da thit truyén. C6 thé 1y mot vi du don gian thé nay, trwdc khi triéu Thanh tién vao
Son Hai quan, ky thuét diéu khién chim wng Hai Pong Thanh ctia ho da trai qua ndm triéu
dai Liéu, Kim, Nguyén, Minh, Thanh, dat dén m&c d6 cao nhat cta huin luyén va thuan
dudng dong vat, tir bit du wng non, dén luyén wng, cit canh, budc thirng, gidm béo, tha ung,
ca qua trinh hét sirc hé thong va khoa hoc, c6 thé néi 1a da téng két dwoc kinh nghiém cda
nhitng thé hé di trwéc, nhwng tlr sau khi tién vao quan ndiw, chwa ddy mot tram nam, da
khong thé tim diu ra dwoc mét ngwdi luyén wng chinh thong niva roi, cang khéng can noi
dén chuyén huin luyén ra dwoc trinh sat tién phong trén chién truwong - chién wng. Khong
thé noi 1a nguwdi cAm quyén trong triéu dinh Man Thanh khong coi trong, khong thich, ma
noé tw that truyén thoi. Chi don gian vy théi, khong c6 nguyén nhan gi dic biét ca.”

Bon Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghe dén diy, cudi cung ciing hiéu ra dwoc phan nao. Gido sw
Phwong Tan lai héi: “Vay con nguyén nhan thit hai?”

Lat ma A La mim cuwdi dap: “Nguyén nhan tht hai cang dé 1y giai hon. Thi chién, 1 phai
can dén céac loai thu hung manh, ma xwa nay chi da thi méi c6 ring nhon vudt sic, nhung
cung v&i sy phat trién va tién bo khong nglrng ctia xa hoi loai nguwdi, cac loai manh tha s&
hitu nhitng vi khi sdc bén, va sitc manh dang so dong thoi cling tré thanh ké dich 16n nhit
cta con ngudi, khong thé c6 chuyén ai ai ciing 1a thao thd sw dwoec, thai dé cia ngudi binh
thwdng d6i véi ching xwa nay van la... giét chét khong tha! Lanh dia caa loai ngwdi cang luc
cang mé rong, sd lwong hung cAm manh tha cling moi lic mat it, vAy thi con thi chién noi g
nita? Van lay thi du 1a chim wng Hai P6ng Thanh nhé, nhitng ngwoi huin luyén chim ung
thoi dau con c6 thé dem tuyét ki luyén wng truyén cho con chau, nhwng cac thé hé sau dén
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con chim wng trong nhw thé nao con chang biét, cling chang bat dwoc con Hai Pong Thanh
nao, vay thi con huln luyén lam sao dwoc? Ty nhién la tuyét kj cling theo d6 ma that truyén
thoi, hai nguyén nhan nay bd sung cho nhau, vy nén muén trung dién lai cadnh twong trén
troi rop canh chim 4c chién, dwéi dat da tha chay cudng loan, cac loai thiy tdc lam tic ca
dong song thoi Xuin Thu Chién Quéc trong thoi nha Thanh 1a khéng thé dwgc. Téi nhé 6
mot vi thao thu sw tirng dé lai nhirng loi ddy tiéc nudi thé nay: thoi thwong co, nguwoi bi tha
bat nat, thoi trung c6, nguwoi va thi dong cw, thoi hiu ¢d, ngwdi manh thd thwa, con dén thoi
chiing ta bay gio, cai dwoc goi la thu iy, dai da s6 da thanh dong vat tuyét ching ca roi, cho
du c6 con lai, thi cling 1a loai vat dang map mé bén bo tuyét chung. X hoi con ngudi sé cang
ngay cang thém van minh, ma xa hoi van minh thi sé khéng thé dung chiva dwoc cac loai da
thu.”

N6i dén day, lat ma A La ngung lai nhdp mot ngum nuéc. Nhac Dwong 14y 1am ky la néi:
“Theo cach néi cua dai sw, cai nghé thao thd sw nay tir thoi thwong c6 da co roi, tai sao lai
tré thanh cai gi ma ba chirc nghiép bi truyén ctia Tay Tang thé?”

Lat ma A La gat gat dau: “U'm, chuyén nay lién quan dén chd d& ma ching ta sé néi sau,
toi con phai giai thich véi moi ngwdi thém mot chit nita. it nhat moi ngwdi da hidu rd rang
trong lich str da tirng xuat hién thd chién va c6 mét chirc nghiép la thao thd sw, nhung bon
ho da dan din bi tiéu vong. Tuy nhién, trén cao nguyén nay, thu chién lai da tim dwoc manh
dat phu hop dé phat trién. Ciing khong biét bat dau tir khi ndo, tém lai 1a dén thoi ky Tang
vwong Tung Tan Can Bo, viéc str dung thu chién trén cao nguyén da phat trién dén dinh cao,
giong nhuw thoi Xuan Thu Chién Qudoc & viung Trung Nguyén viy, chirc nghiép thao thu sw
lic nay cling dat dén sy dot pha xwa nay chwa tirng c6, dé chinh la tir thao ting diéu khién
mot loai dong vt tién 1én cuing luc thao tdng nhiéu loai déng vat.”

Thay moi ngwdi khong hiéu, lat ma A La lai giai thich: “Chic 1a moi ngwoi van chua 13,
truwdrc dé dai da s6 cac thao tha sw déu chi hiéu biét, quen thudc va c6 thé thuin dudng diéu
khién mot loai ddong vat nao d6. Chang han nhuw t6 tién khai qudc clia nwéc Tan 1a Tan Phi,
ong ta chinh la mot vi thao tha sw thwce sw, kj thudt nhin ngwa va huin luyén nguwa cta 6ng
ta e rang B4 Nha ciing khé bi ndi. Chinh vi giéi huin luyén ngwa ma Tan Phi dwoc vua nha
Chu coi trong, ban thwdng cho ca dit phong, nho vy méi c6 nwée Tan. Con trong thoi ky
chién tranh tan khoc nhit trén cao nguyén Thanh Tang, nhitng thao thi sw chi c6 thé thao
ting mot loai dong vat da khong thé nao théa mian dwoc nhu ciu cda chién tranh nira. Vi
viy da ra doi thé hé thao thu sw mdi, c6 thé thao ting diéu khién nhiéu loai dong vat, dong
thoi biét ro nhwoc diém cda thia chién diu cia phe d6i phwong. Twr d6 tré di, nhitng nguoi
c6 hiéu biét vé chirc nghiép nay déu chi coi nhitng nhan vat nam virng tip tinh cia nhiéu
loai dong vat khac nhau, trong chién dau khong nhirng cé thé thao ting thu chién dau cda
phe minh, ma con c6 thé lgi dung nhwoc diém cta tha chién diu phe déi phwong dé phan
kich méi la cac thao thd sw - thuit si diéu khién tht chan chinh. Vi viy, Ty Tang ciing duoc
coi 1a vung dit phat nguyén cua thao thd sw. Con nhitng con thd chién dau tham gia thd
chién trén cao nguyén Thanh Tang nay ciing c6 danh xwng riéng...”

“Ching chinh la thuy thd bao vé bon phwong!” Trac Moc Cwong Ba thot 1én.

Lat ma A La mim cudi néi: “Ping vay, trai qua thing tram lich s&, trong qua trinh tiéu
vong cua thu chién, nhitng con tht chién d4u da dan dan dién hoéa thanh thuy thi bao vé
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bon phwong, hay con dwoc goi la tha ho linh. Trong 1ong moi nguwdi, ching la than thd may
mén bao vé nha clra qué hwong ho, nhung dai da s6 ho lai khong biét rang nhirng con thd
may man nay thwc ra da tirng 1a mot lwc lwong chién diu khong thé thiéu trong nhitng tran
chién bao vé nha cra qué hwong. Cwong Ba thiéu gia hiéu dwoc dén diy, vay thi tbi co thé
ké v&i cdu vé lich st cia chién ngao dwoc roi. Con nhé khi & chau My tdi tirng ndi véi cu
rang trong lich sit Th6 Phon tirng c6 mot dao quan, trong d6 moi binh si déu phdi hop véi
moét chién ngao, va bon ho da tré thanh than thoai bat bai trong lich s chién tranh hay
khoéng?”

Lat ma A La vira nhic, gan nhu tit cd déu khé kéu 1én mot tiéng: “Pao quan Anh sang!”
Moi ngwdi déu birng tinh ngd, diy chinh 1a diéu ma ho van lu6n mudn biét, nguyén nhan tai
sao Pao quan Anh sang lai bat bai. Trac Méc Cudng Ba vd manh mdt phat 1én tran, sao gi lai
khéng lién hé Pao quan Anh sang véi chién ngao ma lat ma A La nhic dén trong rirng ram
nguyén sinh chau My chit, ban than that ddng la qua ngu don.

Lat ma A La néi: “Khong sai, chinh 1a Pao quan Anh sang. P& moi ngudi hiéu sau thém
nita vé quan hé gitta Pao quan Anh sang va chién ngao, toi can néi truéc vé tinh hinh phat
trién cta thu chién va hoan canh lich s cia cao nguyén Thanh Tang lic by gio. Thyec ra,
trong rat nhiéu cac cu chuyén cta TAy Tang déu c6 nhic dén thd chién, chi ¢ diéu 1a moi
nguoi xwa nay chwa tirng chi y dén ma théi. Tha chién truyén vao Tay Tang tir bao gi®, hay
12 tlr thoi ¢6 viing dit nay da c6 san hinh thitc chién tranh 4y roi, di€ém nay thi khong thé
khado chirng, tbi cling khong c6 cach nao gidi thich dwoc. Tha chién xuit hién sém nhat
trong cac ghi chép lich s ciia Tho Phon cé 1€ phai truy nguwoc dén tin thoi ky That xich
Thién vuong.”

Gido su Phwong Tan bo kinh xudng, 1dy manh vai lau lau. Ong ciing biét, That xich Thién
vuong la bdy doi quan chu khai quoc trong truyén thuyét cia vwong triéu Tho Phon, nghe
ndi déu la nhitng than nhan ha pham, c6 phép thin théng, sau khi chét thi héa thanh ciu
vong hodc di 1én bic thang troi ma tré vé thién gidi. Nhung trong 4n twgng cua 6ng, hinh
nhuw chang hé c6 tw liéu nao lién quan dén thud chién & thoi ky do ca.”

Chi nghe lat ma A La néi: “Cé 18 moi ngwdi déu biét, twong truyén by doi quan chi dau
tién sau khi Tho Phén khai quc déu khdng giong ngudi thuwong, trén dau co tru sadng cao
mot thwéec, 1a do than ban cho nguoi Tang dé lam Vwong, sau khi chét khéng cé di thé ma
déu quy vé quang sang trén dinh dau. Nhwng tir doi Tang vwong thi tdm, Chi Céng tan phd,
bon ho khong thé vé troi dwoc nira, bai vi Chi Cong tan phd bi mot dai thin cia 6ngtala La
Ngang dung tén ban chét, Chi C6ng tan phd c6 nghia 1a ‘vi tan phd bi giét chét’. Theo sach
Dén Hoang Bdn Thé Phon lich st van thw ghi chép: ‘Vwong nay (chi Chi Céng tan pho) la con
clia thién than, du thé hinh nhw nguoi thwong, nhwng lai dic di khac han ngudi thwong, c6
thin thong bay dwoc ca 1én thién gidi. Vwong tinh cuéng ngao kiéu cing, thwong 1énh cho
thudc ha cing minh ti v thi tai. LAn cudi cung dng ta goi mét vi dai thin tén 1a La Ngang Dat
Tw dén ti vo.” La Ngang tw nhan minh khong phai la doi tha caa tan pho, khong chiu so tai.
Chi C8ng c birc ép bang dugc. Vay 1a La Ngang danh noi véi Chi Céng: “Than 1a than ti,
ngai 1a quan chyg, thin t& quyét chién véi quan chi la dai nghich, vi vay kinh mong bé ha luc
quyét chién hdy mang kinh ho tam, trén vai dung da c4o lam trang sttc, khi bat dau hay xoay
dao mua trén dinh dau.’ Thuc ra day chinh 1a mot cai by danh cho Chi Céng, vi Chi Céng c6
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phic cda t6 tién lwu lai va c6 thin hé ménh, La Ngang khong thé giét ndi 6ng ta. Chi Cong da
méic muwu. La Ngang lai ndi: “Luc khai chién thin s& dAng 4m nhac 1én kinh bé ha, ngoai ra
xin cho phép thidn mang theo hai trim con bo.” Chi Cong khong thém dé mat dén nhirng
chuyén nay, chi mot long muén quyét dau ngay. La Ngang cho mot tram con bo thé mudi
than, mot tram con khac budc 16ng trén minh. Lic khai chién, La Ngang 14y danh nghia ding
am nhac 1én go chiéng khua tréng dm 1, dan bo bi kinh dong lién chay tée ra tir tan, 16ng va
mudi than bay 1an vao nhau, bui mu mit che mé& ca bau troi, tit ca binh s déu khong nhin
thay gi, chi trong thiy kinh hd tAm truwéc ngwe Chi Cong phat sang. La Ngang lién ban tén
giét chét Chi Cong, khong hé dung dén thién quin van ma gi. Chi Cong ciing khong hoa di
trong anh sang nhw cac to tién cua 6ng ta.”

Nghe hét cdu chuyén, Trwong Lap 14y lam thit vong, khé 1am badm: “Day ma la thad chién
a?” Chi cé Trac Moc Cwong Ba va gido sw Phwong Tan 1a nhan ra chit gi ddy nhuw hinh thirc
ban d4u cua thd chién.

Gi4do sw Phwong Tan néi: “Cau chuyén nay thi tdi ciing biét, nhung thé van con chua hét,
no van con ntra sau nira ma.”

Lat ma A La néi: “Theo nhitng gi ching tdi khao chirng dwoc, nira sau ciia cau chuyén bi
ngo 1a do doi sau thém that vao, vi khi 4y ch6 ngao van con chwa xudt hién trén vii dai lich
sr.”

“0.” Gido sw Phuwong Tan c6 chit thit vong, vi day 1a mét trong nhitng truyén thuyét lich
st noi tiéng nhit vé ch6 ngao Tay Tang ma ho biét.

Lat ma A La néi: “Pay chinh 1a cau chuyén vé thii chién sém nhat dwoc ghi chép lai, cling
twong déi noi tiéng. Nhirng chuyén ciing kha néi tiéng khac con cé “Vua chudt va quéc
veong”, “Bo Yak trang”, “Anh huing dé trizng”... Trong cac st thi sau nady nhw Ban Md Qua
Puwdng, Cach Tdat Nhi Vwong lai cang 4n chira nhiéu thong tin vé thu chién, téi khong lay vi
du cu thé nira. Viy l1a dén thoi Tang virong Tung Tan Can B0, thu chién da phat trién hoan
thién. Pong thoi trén cao nguyén ldc nay cac bd tdc di phat trién, nhwng ding trudc tha
chién diu, strc manh quin sw cta con nguoi c6 phin yéu 6t, thanh ra cac thé lwc déu cha y
phat trién mot cach quy mé lwc lwong thi chién, qudc gia nao ciing c6 mét hodc hai loai tha
hé linh ctia riéng minh. Loai thd ho linh phé bién nhat trén cao nguyén chinh la bo Yak, loai
tht chién d4u thé hinh to 1én, lwc ddm hiic manh ma lai dé thuin dwdng nay 1a quan chi luc
clia thu chién thoi d6. Chang han nhw trong ciu chuyén moi ngui vira nghe do, thi ho linh
cta Tho Phén ban diu ciing la bo Yak. Thanh Tang cao nguyén thoi ky nay cling hét nhw
thoi Xuin Thu Chién Quéc & Trung Nguyén vay, chw hiu tranh b, phia Pong Thé Phon ¢
Da Di, Pang Hang, Bach Lan, phia Bac c6 T6 Ti, Thd Duc Hon, Hoac Nhi, phia Tay c6 Twong
Hung, cac nwéc nho hon thi cang khéng dém xué. Thé Phon & gitra, quan hung cat cr xung
quanh, nhung ciing khéng phai 1a quoc gia 16n manh nhat, quéc lwc chi hon dwoc Té Ti,
Bach Lan, c6 thé néi 1a khéng phén cao thip véi Pang Hang, Thé Duc Hon. Con cwdng thinh
nhit thoi biy gio, phai n6i dén Twong Hung & phia Tay. Twong Hung dat rong ngwoi dong,
binh lwc hung hiu, thd ho linh ciia qudc gia nay lai cang 1a loai manh trong nhirng loai
manh. Bich hoa ma ching ta thdy trong Pdo Huyén Khéng tw di dé chitrng minh diém nay
roi, thu ho linh cda ho chinh 12 s6i va dai kim bang, dung séi chién d4u véi bo Yak, 1a da co
wu thé bam sinh, thira strc uy hiép nhirng nwéc nhé khac trén cao nguyén nay. Chi cé diéu
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dén thoi Tang veong Tung Tan Can B6, Twong Hung khong biét tién thd, quoc lwc ngay mot
suy vong yéu kém, nhwng lac da giy chét cling to hon ngwa. Thé Phon thuc sw khong nuét
tréi dwoc khic xwong cirng Twong Hung nay.”

Lat ma A La ngung lai mot chit roi tiép 1i: “Tang virong Tung Tan Can B8, twong truyén
tir nho da hung tai dai lwoc, 1a mot Ky tai quin sy nghin ndm hiém gip. Cha bi gian than giét
hai, nghe n6i chi m¢i muoi ba tudi 6ng da dwa vao tri tué hon ngwoi cia minh, bat dwoc tén
hung thu, bdo thu cho cha; mwoi lam tudi da ‘lwc bat son hé khi cai thé(*)’, hung tim trang
tri cao ngat, quyét y nhit théng cao nguyén. Vi Tang vwrong tré tudi cling biét rang, Twong
Hung & phia T4y la cwong quéc dirng dau trén cao nguyén, lai & phia sau nwéc minh, danh
Twong Hung thi khong thé danh dwgc, ma néu xuat binh tin céng cac nwdc khac, lai c6 kha
ndng bi Twong Hung thira co 14n danh, nhwng, Thé Phon mudn phat trién cwdng thinh, van
budc phai chinh phuc Twgng Hung trudc. Dung lic vi quan chi tré tudi dang khong nghi ra
ké sach nao, thi cé thé néi la troi chiéu long ngwoi, Twong Hung vweong da dich thin dem
hai nhén tai dén tan tay Tung Tan Can B&. D6 chinh l1a nhitng ngwoi da sang 14p ra Pao quan
Anh sang, vé sau tré thanh hai dai gia toc tay trai tay phai ctia cac doi quan chii Thé Phon,
va dwgc sung ai cho dén tin khi Tho Phon diét vong, gia toc ho Vi va ho Nwong. Nwong thi
va Vi thi von la quy toc Twgng Hung. Canh ngd ho gip phai & Twong Hung dwoc viét trong
mot bd st thi khac. Tém lai 1a ho khong con bang long véi sw théng tri cia Twgng Hung
vwong nira, ma chay sang dirng dwéi co cia Thd Phon. Viéc diu tién nhirng ngudi nay noi
v&i Tang veong Tung Tan Can B8 khi vao dién kién chinh 1a ho san long gitp Tang vuong
xdy dung mot dao quan vé dich. Pé nghi d6 khéng hen ma trung hop véi suy nghi cia Tang
vwong tré tudi. Vay la Tung Tan Can B6 lién giao hét viéc nay cho hai ngwoi hoan thanh,
nguwdi ta van noi ‘tri nhan thién nham’, chic cling chi dén vay ma thoi. Tir do tré di, vi ba
cht Thé Phon bat dau thay déi khi khai coi thuwong ca thién ha trwdc dd, 4n gidu khi thé,
trong thi tao phuc Iam giau cho quéc dan, stra d6i phap quy, thic ddy san xult, phat trién
kinh t€; bén ngoai doi choi v&i cweong dich, thong hon nhan, lién lac véi nhitng nhanh dong
téng. Két giao nwdc xa, danh nwéc gan, dng ta 4n nhan, chd doi, cho doi dén ngay dai quan
vO dich kia c6 thé xuat chinh chién ddu! Néu néi nha Tan lén manh la nho Thwong Udng
bién phap, thi Thé Phon 1én manh, ké bién phap chinh 1a ban thin nguwoi thong tri. Tung
Tan Can Bo vira c6 khi thé cia S& Ba veong, lai kiém ca ky tai tuyét thé cda Gia Cat Lwong.
C4 cao nguyén cudn lén dong chdy ngdm manh liét trong bau khong khi vira cing thang lai
vira binh ldng, thai nghén mot tran dai bién c6 xwa nay chwa tirng c6, mot bién c6 da dwoc
troi cao dinh sdn 1a do vi Tang virong vi dai nhat trong lich st cao nguyén, Tan phd Tung
Tan Can Bo thwc hién.”

Chu thich (*): Cau trong bai “Cai Ha ca” cua Hang V1, y chi sttc khde hon nguoi. Nguyén
van toan bai nhu sau:

Lwc bat son hé, khi cai thé,
Thoi bét loi hd, Chuy bét thé
Truy bét thé hé kha nai ha,
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Ngu hé, Ngu hé nai nhwoc ha.
Dich nghia:
Strc nh6 ndi, khi trum doi,
Ngwa Chuy chun lai béi thoi khong may!
Ngwa sao chun lai thé nay?

Nang Ngu, biét tinh sao day h&i nang?

Giong lat ma A La ké rat binh tinh, nhung bon Ba Tang, Nhac Dwong, Trwong Lap nghe
ma thdy mau néng birng birng. Trwdc bon ho chi biét Tung Tan Can B& dwoc goi la mét bac
dai ky tai hiém c6 cia cao nguyén Thanh Tang, nhitng céng tich 1é6n lao ma 6ng lap 1én
khién tit cd dong bao ngwoi Tang déu 1y d6 lam niém kiéu hanh cia minh, truedc 6ng, chwa
tirng c6 vi Vwong nao lam ndi, sau 6ng, cling khéng c6 vi Vwong nao vwot qua dwoc. Gior
day, tit cd nhirng cong tich cla vi con troi nay dang dwoc tai hién lai mot cach sinh dong
qua loi ké cda lat ma A La.

Lat ma A La lai tiép tuc: “Pao quan Anh sang tir ngay bat dau thanh 1ap da dit ra muc tiéu
khéng giéng v&i bat ¢t binh chiing nao khac. Nwong thi va Vi thi cho rang, tha chién da phat
trién dén tot dinh, rat khé c6 dot pha nira, nhuwng binh si thi khéac, bon ho con c6 thé manh
hon, nhanh hon nita. Néu khong thé lay dong khi thé thién quin van ma dat rung nui
chuyén ctia thu chién, thi hay stra d6i sach lwgce linh hoat, ma chi ¢6 ngwoi véi nguoi méi cé
thé phoi hop diéu hoa véi nhau tét hon, ¢6 thé phan ¢ng véi mudn van bién doi trong nhay
miét trén chién trweong, khong thé néi 1a ngwoi lai khong bang thu chién dwgc. Dwa vao ly
luin nay, bon ho da hoan toan pha v& cach bién ché binh ching thong thwong, don vi tac
chién nhé nhit la mot tiéu déi ndm nguwdi, c6 mot ti€u doi trwedng, nam tiéu ddi hop lai
thanh mot trung doi, c6 mot trung doi truedng va trung doi phé; nam trung doi bién thanh
mot dai doi; c6 mot dai doi trwedng va mot dai déi phéd cung bon chanh phé tham muwu. Khi
danh tran 1ay dai d6i lam don vi co ban, diéu dong thong nhat, dai doi truedng chét tran thi
dai d6i pho chi huy, dai doi phd chét trin thi tham muwu chi huy, néu cac chi huy cao nhit
cda dai doi déu tir trin hét, toan bo dai doi 4y con c6 thé chia 1é ra, phan thanh cac trung doi
do trung ddi trwéng din dau tac chién. Néu thwc hién cadc nhiém vu nhw tap kich, danh chin,
am sat, thi moi tiéu doi 1a mot don vi tac chién, vi chi c¢é bién ché nim ngudi nén tinh co
dong va linh hoat ctia ho rit cao. Nwong thi va Vi thi da gang hét strc lwc tAm tw, quyét huin
luyén cho d6i quan nay du chi con lai mét binh si, thi binh si 4y ciing phai c6 sttc chién diu
khién ké dich khiép s¢. Nhitng binh si nay ngoai didc diém cia quan nhan binh thuwong nhw
c6 than thu hon nguwoi, 1dy phuc ting ménh 1énh 1am thién chic, con c6 nhiéu nang lwc hét
strc dac thu khac, nhw cé thé ngay dém hanh quin hai tram dam, c¢é kj ning sinh ton noi
hoang da tuyét hdo, c6 thé 4n minh dwéi 16p tuyét, cling c6 thé nguy trang thanh mot lum co
di dong. Trong tiéu dbéi nam nguwoi it nhit cé6 mot lgi bdn, cb thé nhin biét cac loai thao
duwoc, xem bénh ciru ngudi, dong thoi tinh thong gidi phau, c6 thé thwc hién nhitng ca phiu
thuit don gidn trong ldc hanh quin; mot ngwoi 1 vu ¢d sw, tinh thong cac cach thic giét
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ngudoi va tra tin, déong thoi sé treong dung ddc; mét trinh sat thong thudc cac loai dia hinh,
c6 thé nhan biét ddu chin ngwa va vét tich cia bo dé dé lai ma biét dwoc si s6 cung hwéng di
clia ké dich; mot thdn xa thi c6 thé kéo cung clrng, ban xa ngoai hai trim bwéc chin; mot
ngudi co biét thuat nguy trang, c6 thé loi dung hoan canh xung quanh dé bd tri cam bay bat
nguwoiva da tha...”

Lat ma A La c thao thao bt tuyét néi ti€p, ba nguwdi xudt than tir bo doi 1a Ba Tang, Nhac
Dwong va Trwong Lap tir ndy da thdm kinh hai thét 1én trong long: “Bién ché ctia bd doi dac
chung!” Khong nghi ng gi nira, lic nay ho dang dwoc nghe ndi vé mot dao quan bo doi dac
ching da dugc huin luyén tir hon mot nghin nim vé trwdc; ho cé 1y do dé tin chic rang, voi
kha nang chién diu cta doi quan nay, & thoi ky ay, n6 thuc sw khong hé véi danh hiéu vo
dich mot chit nao. Nhac Dwong lai con lién hé cd dén Pao Huyén Khong tw, néu doi quin
dadc ching nay dwoc huin luyén trong Pao Huyén Khéng tw, chi ludn vé than thd, bé doi dac
ching ngay nay con khéng bang bo doi dic ching c6 tir nghin nam treéc 4y chit! C6 diéu rat
nhanh sau d6 anh lai tw pht dinh y nghi nay ctia minh, khi 4y Pdo Huyén Khong tw van con
nam trong dia gi¢i Twong Hung, vay thi dot hudn luyén dau tién ctia Pao quan Anh sing
khong thé nao & bén trong Pao Huyén Khéng tu duorc.

Cudi cung lat ma A La néi: “Pwong nhién trong quan ddi con cé ca cac chirc nghiép dic
thu nhw thao thu sw, do thuit sw, co gidi sw, thudt si thién khi vé sau nay. Nhirng binh si git
chirc nay thong thuwong déu mot ngudi tinh thong nhiéu loai k§ ndang. Pai quan da hinh
thanh, nhung vin khong ddm vong dong, vi khi 4y Twong Hung con sé& hitu thi hd linh
manh nhat trén cao nguyén, con Pao quan Anh sang thi méi tirng dién luyén chién diu véi
quan bo Yak. Tang virong phat hién ra, quan Anh sang ngoai chiéu tranh miii nhon tin céng
clia bo Yak, dan du cho ching tan ra roi tung don quyét dinh, thi rit khé chiém dwoc loi thé
nao khéc trén chién trweong. Ho c6 thé chién thing quin déi Twong Hung s& hiru tha hé linh
manh nhit cao nguyén hay khong, diéu nay thuc sy khién nguoi ta lo ldng. Vay 13, Tang
vwong quyét dinh, nhit thiét phai tim cho ra cac dic diém cling nhw nhwoc diém cta tha ho
linh nwéc Twong Hung, dong thoi, Tho Phén ciing phai cé thd ho linh méi, mot loai tha ho
linh manh mé hon nita, c6 thé khic ché dwoc thi hd linh ctia Twong Hung. Ong ga em gai
rudt cia minh cho Twong Hung veeong dé biéu thi tinh hiru hao, dong thoi ky mét loat cac
diéu wdc hoa binh, 14y dwgc cam tinh ctia Twgng Hung virong. Em gai Tang vwong la Trai
M3 Cat phu trdch nhiém vu nang né l1a tham do tha ho linh cia Twong Hung. Nang ta viét
nhitng thong tin thu thap dwoc 1én chiéc khdn dau gin day Luc Tung thach gti vé Thé Phon
tang cho Tung Tan Can B6. Ngwoi doi chi biét Trai Ma Cat bi chong ghé lanh, méi dung Luc
Tung thach va khan dau twgng trung cho sw diing manh cta dan 6ng va sw mém yéu cda
dan ba dé kich dong Tung Tan Can B6 xuit chinh tin cdng Twong Hung, ché khéng hé hiéu
rang bén trong chiéc khin 4y lai gidu bi mat cia th ho linh nwéc Twong Hung, chir viét Trai
Ma Cat str dung chinh 1a Tang vin, khi d6 vira méi dwoc sdng tao ra, van con 1a mot bi mat
c4p cao cua Thé Phon. Pong thoi, véi nd luc khong ngirng nghi, Nwong thi va Vi thi cling
phat hién ra & Pang Hang c6 mot loai dong vat manh mé goi la ngao. Sau bao nhiéu nam
chiu cdnh v6 danh tiéu t6t trong hang rao cia cac bé lac, trong viedn sau ctia cac toc trudng,
cudi cing ché ngao Ty Tang ciing gdp dwoc Ba Lac@ clia minh. D€ ndm bat duwoc phwong
phap thuin dwdng loai thd hé linh hoan toan méi nay, dong thoi pha giai tha hé linh cta
Twong Hung, Tang virong Tung T4an Can B8 ha 1énh, yéu cAu méi ti€u ddi déu phai cé binh si
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tinh thong thuit thuan dwdng, khéng han ché 1a thudn dudng loai dong vat nao. Vay 1a mot
chtrc nghiép hoan toan méi da ra doi.”

“Thé chién ngao khong phai thi h linh ctia Pang Hang a?” Nhan lic lat ma A La ngung lai
14y hoi gidy 1at, Nhac Dwong tranh tha dat cau hai.

“Khi dy thi van chwa,” lat ma A La dap. “Khi 4y ché ngao & Pang Hang ching qua chi 1a ché
ngao thong thwong, khong thé coi 1a chién ngao dwoc, vi tinh tinh hung di, kiéu ngao ngbd
nguoc nén tir diu ché ngao da 1a mot loai manh thu cwc khé huin luyén thuian dudng roi.
Cac thao thu sw thoi ¢ tirng n6i thé nay, thuan ho khé, kho hon thudn séi muwoi 1an; nhung
thuin ngao con khé hon thuin hé, nudi ba con hé ciing khéng nhoc sttc bang mot ngao; néu
dwoc chién ngao, tay vin mai bac khéc. Y muén néi, thoi gian dé huan luyén dwoc mot con
ngao hop tiéu chuin da dé luyén dwoc ba con h, ma muén luyén con ngao dat chuan ay
thanh chién ngao, thi téc ngwdi huin luyén da bac ca ra roéi. Va lai loai tha nay strc khoe vo
cung, thwong tw lam theo y minh, cho du c¢6 dwa ra chién trueong cling khong thé khdng ché
ndi, néu chi la binh si théng thwdong con cé thé bi ché ngao kéo 1é di. Kha nang chién diu cda
Pao quan Anh sang vwot xa quan si thong thuwong, nén cé thé khong ché dwoc loai vat nay.
Khi 4y Tung Tan Can B thu dwoc ba tram con ngao, chic 1a mdi tiéu doi duwgc phan mot
con. Ngao do6 cling chwa thé coi la chién ngao, bat qua chi c6 thé goi la ch6 ngao trinh sat
thdi, nhung thi giac, thinh giac, khiru giac cta chiing da ho tro rat 1ém cho ddi quan v dich
nay, dong thoi khién ho tré thanh mot quan doan khing bd c6 thé tac chién cd ngay lan
dém. Tir d6 tré di, Pao quan Anh sang bit dau rén luyén trén chién truedng, trwdce tién ho
gitp Thé Phon thu phuc cac bd toc To Ti, Dat Ba, phia Biac pha Thé Duc Hon, phia Dong
chinh phat Pang Hang, con viron xa dén tan Trung Nguyén, da c6 may bin giao tranh v&i
quin Pai Pwong huing manh. Chién ngao trai qua chién tranh rén luyén, dan dan da dung
hop véi Pao quan Anh sang, cang vé sau cang an ¥, tir ba trim con thué ban dau, dén truéc
tran chién cudi cung véi Twong Hung, Pao quan Anh sang da c6 hon ndam nghin con chién
ngao dat chuin, dong thoi ho cling toi luyén ban than thanh mot dao quan sat thuc sy, mic
du quin s6é khéng dong, nhung ngwdi ngwoi déu cé thé 1dy mot dich tram. Dén tran quyét
chién cudi cung, Tung Tan Can Bo lai diéu dong tir Pang Hang thém nam nghin ché ngao
thwong, hoan thanh chi tiéu mét ngwdi mot ngao. Poi ngii ky quai nay chinh la Pao quan
Anh sang ma doi sau van xung tung 1a dao quan vo dich diy. Bon ho van giit hinh thirc nay
cho dén cudi cung khi toan quan déu bi tiéu diét. Cé ciu biét nguwoi biét ta, tram tran tram
thing, khi d6 Pao quan Anh sang da biét tha hé linh ctia Twong Hung 1 t6 hop dai kim bing
va chién lang, loai s6i tinh tinh hung dit, nanh sac vuét nhon, lai c6 thién b4m tac chién theo
bay dan, khi chién diu thwong tip trung thanh tirng nhém tir mwdi dén muwdi 1am con soi,
chia nhau c4c hudng, tdng s toan quan wéc chirng nam van; Kim bang wéc chirng ciing c6
khoang hon nghin con, s6 lwong tuy it, nhwng hai mat dai kim bang nhw hai ngon dudc,
thién chién trén khong, tir trén cao b6 xudng, thé 1&n lwc manh, khong thé ngin chan ciing
khong thé dé phong, hon nira dai kim bang lai chuyén m& mu mat quan dich, t6 hop séi -
wng ay ddng 1a rat khé pha giai.”

Noi téi day, lat ma A La thé hat ra mot hoi dai, hai mat khép he, moi ngwoi bat giac déu
nin th& chd nghe vé cudéc quyét chién cudi cung gitra Pao quin Anh sang va Twong Hung
mot nghin ndm vé trudc, ca can phong phit chéc tré nén tinh ling di thwong.
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Tran chién nghin nam

Ngit diéu ctia lat ma A La thip traim ma manh mé, chi nghe 6ng chadm rai néi: “Cé diéu
cting khong phai 1a khong c6 cach pha giai. Vi thi va Nwong thi cho rang séi tinh tinh tham
lam, khat mau lai wa bao lyc, khdng giéng nhw ché, khong thé hoan toan thuan héa, khi xuat
chién, phia Twong Hung nhat dinh sé mdc cho bay séi phéng ting, twa nhw manh ho roi
chudng, d€ mic cho ching thi nhau cin xé muc tiéu, vi thé c6 thé lgi dung dic tinh khat mau
tan bao nay dé pha nam van dai quan lang s6i nay. Ho da cho chuin bi hai van con bo Yak,
dé ngudi Twong Hung twdng rang thu ho linh cia Thd Phon van chi 1a bo Yak T4y Tang, ho
chat 1én lwng bo nhitng bao da nhoéi diy rom ra, béi noc doc chi mang 1én 16ng chung, c&
bon con bo hop thanh mét to, phia sau kéo theo mét khiic ciy 1én. Hai van con bo Yak nay,
chinh 1a bita &n chi mang danh cho lii chién lang ctia ngudi Twong Hung. Con Pao quan Anh
sang va chién ngao thi 4n minh phia sau 1t bo Yak, d€ dé phong nanh vudt sac bén cta dai
kim bang, cac binh s déu mic giap tru ddong xanh, con chién ngao thi khoac 4o gidp mém
dét bang soi to vang, chién trudng lic Ay...”

Theo 1&i ké rii i ctia lat ma A La, Trac Moc Cwong Ba phang phéat nhw da ding giita chién
treong co dai. Chién trwong thud dy & ngay dudi chan ngon than son Cwong Nhan Ba Té,
gitra hai cai ho 1én, hai quan dan trin, xua thu chién dau ra. Bén phia quian Twgng Hung,
trén khong trung, mot ngan con kim bang trai rong doi canh, khong nglrng rit 1én chéi tai,
dudi dit, nam van chién lang hd gao khong dirt, méng sic cao xudéng dat, chdn ron chi mudn
lao 1én, cic thao thu sw dirng sau biy s6i minh diéu khién dung thdo dwoc xua quin; bén
phia Thé Phon, hai van bo Yak TAy Tang ngira mat 1én trdi kéu vang day bi thdng, khéi go
16m kéo theo phia sau twa nhw vii khi clia tir than, chdng nhirng sé giét sach ké dich ma dong
thoi cling nghién nat ca than thé chiing; mot van chién si Pao quan Anh sang xép thanh tran
thé hinh vuong, minh mac gidp tru déng xanh, tay cam binh khi dai, lung deo cung tén citrng,
bén canh modi binh si 1a mot con chién ngao, tit cd déu khoac 4o gidp mém to vang, khong
nd khong hon, khong ngdi khong nam, chidng nhin biy lang v&i 4anh mat cdm tirc, cling
khong e ngai trén khong trung, thin quang thu ca vao trong, ling nhw phong da. Hai ho
ménh mong bat ngat, khi lanh diu hiu, twa nhw t&r than dang cham cham nhin xuéng manh
d4t nay, nhoén miéng mim cwoi truéc bita thinh yén sdp dang 1én. Tréng tran Am Am nhw
sidm, tu va nhat té rdic vang, trén 1a trod xanh dwdi 1a hoang thé, cung tiéng gao thét gdm ru,
dan bo Yak duéi sw diéu khién clia cac thao thd sw odn oai tién 1én cham chap, vi dia thé ho
than hoi cao hon hd quy mdt chit, cac suc gb chi cAn dwoc kéo di, 12 sé tw 1an theo trién déc
ma xudng, 1ii bo sé phai chay cang ltiic cang nhanh, bang khong sé& bi chinh nhitng suc gb
khong 16 ma minh kéo 1é ldn 1én dé chét. Pong thoi nhirng tdi mudi than trén lung bo ciing
bi x6¢c ndy ma tung x4 ra, nhw swong mu, nhw khoéi sém, ngan tré tAm nhin cta dai kim bang
trén khong trung; 14 bo gitta man swong mo iy da khong thé nhin thiy gi, tat ca lai bi c6
dinh thanh tirng nhém bén con mét vao cang xe, nén khong thé chay ngang ré doc tan loan
lung tung, ma chi c6 thé chay nhu dién theo ding mot phwong hwéng!
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b6 1a nhirng budc chay dét chdy sinh mang, van v6 cung tung lén, dat rung nui chuyén,
nuwdc ho cling vi vAy ma cudn dang séng 16n, dan bo cr thé ma xdng thang vao gitra tran dia
ctia 1t s6i dang mat 10 hung quang, 14y tAm than mau thit ra ma cv lai véi nanh séi sic bén.

Cé 1é trwde khi xuat chinh ching da biét trudc, vdn mang ciia minh cling hét nhw dam
mudi than cong trén lwng, nhe bang hitng hd, mau twoi cia ching sé nhuém dé vung dat
nay, nhirng noi vét chin ching giAm qua, nghin ndm sau nitta sé dwoc nguwdi doi nhé mai va
tung ca, chi khéng phai bon ching. Khi lubng mau tanh dau tién tan ra gitra bay soi, ca bay
lién sbi trao 1én, cai mui tir thud ngan xwa da khién ching tan sat tranh gianh kich thich da
tinh nguyén thiy nhit bén trong ching. Cac thao thu sw ra strc kim ham biy soéi lai, nhwng
khong hé hiéu qua chit nao, khi con séi dau tién thoat ra khoi doi ngii xong l1én truwdc, hét
nhw hiéu &ng domino, ca dan séi ndm van con lién nhw mét con 1i tran dé, sim sip lao
thang vé phia mo dia da dwoc chuin bi san cho ching. Lii s6i da dwoc hudn luyén biét cach
d6i phé véi ké dich nhw thé nao, muwdi miy con séi cung lic lao vao mét con bo Yak, vat
ngtra ddi thu ra dat, can dit cd hong, k€ d6 lai bd sang tidn cdng mot con khac, ching hiéu
rat ro, khi quét sach chién trwong, cling chinh 1a ldc thinh yén cia ching mé& man. Thu
hoach, bon chiing dang khoan khodi thu hoach ma chiang hé hay biét, tr thin ciling dang
mim cuw¢i mé rong vong tay ra véi ching.

Khi kh6i mu trén chién treong da tan hét, by hung wng nhdo nhéc lo du trén bau khong
chi chirng ki€n mat dat ngén ngang thi thé va dan sé6i dang co rut rim rd, ma con thay phia
bén kia chién trwong, khong nghi ngo gi niva, tran thé hinh vudng chinh té c¢é hai mau xanh
den va vang kim choi loi tron 1an chinh 12 muc tiéu néi bat nhat nhin tir trén khong trung,
chiing lién lao thang vé phia ké dich! Bén kia 1a Pao quan Anh siang, mét nita di gio cao
treong thwong, mot nlra quy xudng, giwvong cung lap tén, hwdng thang 1én troi, con bay
chién ngao van vitng nhw ban thach, khéng nén néng ciing khong con cao, bon ching biét
rd, khodnh khic thudc vé ching van con chwa dén. Pai kim bang lao nhanh, van téc phai
trén hai tram km/h, giéi tdn cong trén cao, chinh la don tin céng nhanh nhat trén cao
nguyén nay. Cac chién si doi mat kién dinh 4nh 1én nhw dnh thép, khong hé chép 14y mot
lan. Bon ho dang cho doi... cho doi...

L chién ngao dung mat do khodng cach gitra ngwoi va kim bang, hai nghin mét, mot
nghin mét, nam tram mét, ba tram mét, mot tram mét...

Khi tiéng stia phat ra trong c6 hong chién ngao, “tinh...” tiéng cung roi tén vang 1én thé
thiét, nghénh ti€p don tin cong cta I kim bang khong phai 1a mot miii tén, hai mui tén, ma
1a mot birc twdng, mot birc twong tr vong dwoc xay bdi nhirng miii tén sic nhon. Pa lao cla
kim bing di dat téi cwc han, mudn vd canh bay cao tré lai cling khong thé, ma nhitng miii
tén nhw nwdc triéu, dot trwede chwa yén, dot sau da tdi, bay hung wng roi xuéng nhw sao sa,
lao xudng ho nwéc chét choc, chang gon 1én chit sdng con.

Kim bang xép canh, x4c s6i la liét, mudi van dai quan Twong Hung ndp sau lung thd chién
chwa danh da run, phang phat nhu khong phai déi mit véi mot van quan dich, ma 1a mot cb
may giét choc khong biét nglrng nghi, 13 vuc tham chét chdc sdu khong thiy day. Chinh
trong khodnh khac dai quan Twong Hung con chwa dinh than lai 4y, tu va lai vang 1én 1an
nita, chién ngao bat dau rung minh chuyén dong, khap nui khip rirng tran ngap nhirng chd
sw tlr vang ruc. Thoi khac 4y 14 thoi khic chidng tiv troi cao gidng xudng nhan gian, tirng
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ngodi sao bang lao vit vao gitra dai quian Twong Hung, mang theo nhitng nu hén cta thin
chét. Mat hd phan chiéu nhirng tia chép vang chée, roi ngay sau dé di bi sic dé nhudm ruc
1én. Cac chién s Pao quan Anh sang theo sat phia sau chién ngao, riit ra nhitng thanh loan
dao hinh trang lwdi liém, lwdi dao vung dén dau, khong ai can néi. Cip mét cac binh si
Twong Hung phtt mot quang dé mau, y chi chién diu da tan bién, trong dau chi tran ngip
moét y nghi duy nhét: chay, chay, chay...

Cudi cung lat ma A La néi: “Tran chién véi Twong Hung, t6 hop nguwdi va ngao di danh
bai t6 hop séi va dai kim bang, ké d6 quét sach mudi van dai quan clia Twong Hung, tir ddy
khong con dich thd nita. Tran chién kinh thién dong dia iy, cuéi cung ciing quét sach
chwéng ngai cudi cung ngan tré Tang veong Tung Tan Can B6 thong nhat cao nguyén. Mo
thirc cia tha chién da dwoc viét lai mot cach triét dé, thao thu sw truc ti€p tham chién véi
than phéin binh si, d6 1a chuyén chwa tirng dwoc nghe néi dén trong lich st cla tha chién. Va
chién ngao, th ho linh hoan toan méi 4y cudi cung cling duwgc ngudi doi biét dén, bang ba
khi 14n nudt ca thién ha, ching di tuyén bd véi nhitng tha ho linh khac rang minh méi 1a
loai thu chién ddu manh mé nhit. Vung diat Twong Hung, noi xay ra cudc chién cling dwoc
tung ca thanh noi chién ngao ra doi. P& ky niém Pao quan Anh sang bat bai vo dich, ho than
da dwoc dat tén thanh hé Ma Bang Ung Théc, dich nghia 1a “h6 B4t Bai”, con h6 Lap Ngang
Thac bén phia Twong Hung, noi &m hon clia mwoi van dai quan khong tan, odn khi ngung
két thanh Am phong, mdi khi c6 ngwoi di qua, bdn phia déu vang 1én tiéng ru gao, tré thanh
h6 quy. P4y méi la nguon goc tén goi thit sw ciia h6 than va ho quy, nhwng dén ngay nay thi
da chang con ai biét nita. Chuyén vé sau thi moi ngudi cling tirng nghe noi roi ddy, bo toc
Qua Ba & Twong Hung dwoc bién nhap vao Pao quan Anh sang, nguyén nhan chinh 1 vi dic
tinh séng chung véi s6i cia ho. Khi dic tinh nay dwoc van dung véi chién ngao, twong
truyén da nay sinh bién héa vé mat ban chat. Li chién ngao vén cwc ky khé thuan phuc va
nguoi Qua Ba twa ho nhuw dwoc troi cao tic hop, phoi hop cuc ky hoan mi, khéng mot khe
hé. Pao quan Anh sang 1a do Vi thi va Nwong thi sang lap ra, vi vay chitc vu théng soai tdi
cao cua dao quan nay ciling do ngwoi trong hai gia toc luan lvu dadm nhiém. Ttr d6 ho tré
thanh hai dai gia toc c6 quyén lwc nghiéng nga ca nwéc Tho Phon, mai cho dén ngay Pao
quan Anh sang bién mat, hai gia téc cling tré mat thanh thi, moi bén pho tro mét vi tan
phd, cudi ciing dan dén vuong triéu Thé Phon bi tan rad sup d6. Sw bién mat cia Dao quin
Anh sang va cac thanh vat trong Tt Phwwong miéu ciing tré thanh diém nghi hodc 16n nhat
trong lich st Thé Phon.”

Nghe lat ma A La ké vé cudc chién cudi cing xong, moi nguwdi ai ndy déu thé phao mot
hoi, bat gidc mo hoi da 14m tdm khip nguoi.

Lat ma A La uéng not ngum nwéc cudi cuing, 4n nit trén ban phim, chuyén chit “tht ho
linh” bang tiéng Tang trén man hinh thanh mau do, n6i véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba: “Gid thi cAu
da biét ham nghia thwc sw ctia tha hé linh 1a gi r6i ch, Cwong Ba thiéu gia?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba gat gat dau: “Tha hé linh khong chi la than thi mang y nghia ton gido,
ma thuc sw 12 thi chién d4u thoi c6 dai, mdi bo lac déu c6 thi chién d4u clia riéng minh, vi
viy & thoi do, thuy tha bao vé bén phwong ctia cdc qudc gia 16n méi khong gidéng nhau.
Trudc day toi ludn 1y lam ky quai, tai sao séi tuyét cao nguyén lai la thuy tha phwong Dong
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Bac cho dwoc. Gio thi da hiéu roi, bdi vi ching chinh 13 chién ngao. Ma Dang Hang, dit cung
c4p chién ngao lai nam & phia DPong Bic Thé Phon. Hiéu roi, toi hiéu roi...”

Nhac Dwong kinh ngac thét 1én: “Con nita, trong €6 Cdch kim thw c6 doan nhac dén Vi thi
néi véi con chiu ba ta, bao ho lui vé phia Tay, d6 1a béi gia toc ba ta dén tir Twong Hung, gia
toc 4y lai tirng ndm quyén chi huy Pao quan Anh sang, nhat dinh 13 ba ta biét chuyén gi do,
vay nén méi bao con chau minh chay vé Twong Hung. O dé c6 hy vong phuc quéc, c6 phai
ba ta mudén con chau minh di tim kiém phwong phap huan luyén cta Pao quan Anh sang?
Pai s A La, c6 mdt cau tdi luén mudn hoi ngai, cai Pado Huyén Khong tw ddy, cé lién quan gi
dén Pao quan Anh sang hay khong? Toi c6 cdm giac nhitng toa thap ngwoc dung dé tu hanh
4y, n6i khong chirng da dwoc cai tao lai thanh noi hudn luyén cac chién si ctia Pao quan Anh
sang sau khi Thd Phon chién thang Twong Hung ciing nén!”

Ngén tay lat ma A La may dong, 6ng khé ho nhe mot tiéng, néi: “Chuyén nay... dwa theo
nhitng tw liéu ching t6i hién c6 trong tay, chi c6 thé chirng minh d6 la noi mét ton gido bi
an dung dé tu hanh, con c6 quan hé truc tiép véi Pao quan Anh sang hay khong thi dén gioy
van chua c6 dau méi. Kién giai cia cau vé van dé nay nhu thé nao?”

Nhac Dwong néi: “To6i dang nghi, néu C6 Cach vwong biét dwoc diéu gi tir to tién cia ong
ta, vay thi, vay thi c6 thé giai thich vé con dwong bi mat ma chdng ta thoat ra khéi Pao
Huyén Khong tw dwoc roi. Béi vi ho biét dén sy ton tai cia Pdo Huyén Khong tw, chi la
khong thé tim thay 16i vao chinh xac & dau. Do d6 vwwong triéu C6 Cach chon lya déng do &
day nhit dinh 12 c6 muc dich. Ho vAn cir khdng ngirng dao siu xuéng dudi, hy vong cé thé
tim thdy Pdo Huyén Khong tw, vi noi dd, chinh la noi c6 hy vong phuc qudc cta ho! Nhitng
bitc tranh tu luyén, thi chién, dién vé ma Cudng Ba thi€u gia va lat ma A La nhin thay trong
thach thét, d6i véi mot qudc gia dang khat khao 16n manh thoi bay gio' ma néi, chinh 1a bao
vat chi cao! Bon ho chi con chwa ddy mot mét nira 1a dao téi dwoc roi! Khong phai Da Cat
ciling ttrng noéi, C6 Cach vweong phat hién ra Pado Huyén Khong tw, kinh hai cho 1a chi bao, lién
x4y cung dién bén trén hay sao? T6i nghi y ctia anh ta chinh 1a mu6n néi C6 Cach vwwrong biét
dwoc Pdo Huyén Khong tw & dau, hodc gid da nhin thiy twong Phit khong 16 cao nghin mét
ay roi, nhwng lai khong thé tim dwoc 16i vao chinh xac ma théi.”

Lat ma A La nghe ma kinh hii trong long, thAm nhi: “Nhac Dwong, bd nio clia ciu rot
cudc 1a 1am bang gi vay? Nhirng diéu nay, ca trwedng ldo trong gido ta cling chwa tirng nghi
dén d6!” Nhung 6ng van gift thai d6 binh tinh néi: “U'm, cach nghi nay cla ciu rat sang tao,
nhung chi c6 thé dirng lai & mirc do gia thiét, hon nira c6 14n theo ddu mdi nay tiép tuc tra
xét, e 1a cling khong c6 két qua dau.” Néi xong, lat ma A La lién li€c nhin sang phia Lit Canh
Nam mdt cai, dung 4nh mat ngdm boéng gi6: “Hoc tro gidi cia con day.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan cit tiéng hoi: “Toi con mot vAn dé nira. Mic du dai sw da giai thich
rat ré rang, nhwng sao chung toi lai khéng tim dwoc tw liéu nao ndi dén mdéi lién hé gitra
chién ngao va s6i tuyét cao nguyén? To6i tirng hoi tham mot s6 chuyén gia, bon ho ciing
khong khang dinh chuyén nay cho l1am, va lai, s6 chuyén gia ting ho thuyét ndi séi tuyét cao
nguyén chinh 1a bo Yak con chiém da sé nira.”

Lat ma A La n& mét nu cudi diém dam: “Thuc ra, cau chuyén tdi vira ké khong dwoc ghi
chép trong mat dién hay thuw tich bi mat gi cia tén gido ching t6i cd, ma 1a mdt cau chuyén

https://thuviensach.vn



lwu truyén trong dan gian.” Thdy moi ngwdi ngdn ca ra, lat ma A La lai néi tiép, “Vé tran dai
chién nay, moi ngwoi c6 thé tim thiy nhitng phién ban ti mi hon dic sic hon nhiéu trong
cac st thi ¢d. T6i con nhd, c6 mot doan xwdng 1én thé nay...” Pai sw bat dau cit tiéng hat:
“Hung Sw dai vwong ha 1énh mot tiéng, sw tir do va cac binh si giwong cung tén chiém c&
vung dit cao; su tir den va cac binh si cAm thuln bai x6ng 1én phia trwdc; sw tir lam va cac
binh si cAm trwong thwong theo sat phia sau; sw tir trang va binh si mic gidp ning cta dai
vwong nhit loat xung phong; sw tir vang cung cac binh si cdm dao tir hai canh khép lai...” Dai
sw ngwng hat, hoi nguoc lai: “Néu ndi séi tuyét cao nguyén 1a bo Yak, moi nguwdi da bao gior
thiy bo Yak c6 nhiéu mau sic s& nhw vay chwa?”

Trong dau Trac Méc Cwong Ba lan lwot hién 1én nhitng Hong Ngao, Thiét Phio Kim, Hai
Lam Thd, Tuyét Ngao, Kim Sw, mdi con déu khién tAm tinh ga kich déng boi hoi, tir truéc
dén nay xtic cdm dy van chwa hé gidm sut. Chi nghe lat ma A La lai tiép 1oi: “Thoi ¢6 dai, loai
ché da dwoc dan Tang thuin héa tir rat sém, chung la tro thi khong thé thiéu dé chan nudi
gia suc, hinh bong con cho sin cling xuit hién rit nhiéu trén cic birc nham hoa tién str.
Nhuwng trong cac di san nhan vin, lai khdng c¢6 may ciu chuyén than thoai truyén thuyét lién
quan dén ché, ma cac loai dong vat khac cling gan b6 mat thiét véi dan Tang nhw chim wng,
ngua, bo Yak lai xuét hién rat nhiéu, 1& nao moi ngwdi khong cdm thiy ky la hay sao? b6 la
b&i vi, ngwoi ta da dem danh hiéu séi tuyét cao nguyén twgng trung cho chién ngao do hét
1én bo Yak ddy ma thoi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan khiém t6n néi: “Cam on dai sw da cho ching t6i biét nhiéu tin tirc rat
hitu ich, t6i sé kiém chirng lai thit ki cang.”

Lat ma A La dot nhién nhan ra minh da dong long ma néi hoi nhiéu, voi chip hai tay,
nhanh chéng 14y lai binh tinh, ng6i xuéng néi: “Phai roi, téi con can phai n6i véi moi nguoi
vé chirc nghiép thao thd sw nay mot chit. Trén chién trwdong, ho cé vai tro hét stirc quan
trong. Nhirng thao thd sw d3 dwoc Tang vieong Tung Tan Can B6 thay déi hoan thién con sé&
hitu ca nang lwc thao ting diéu khién nhiéu loai dong vit khac nhau, vé sau phat trién 1én,
bon ho cang lic cang thém hiéu biét vé ban tinh clia dong vat, thdm chi khong cin phai
chuyén thuin dwéng mét loai déng vat nao d6, ma chi cadn dwa vao dic tinh sinh ly cda
ching 1a c6 thé thao ting lgi dung dwoc réi. Ly séi lam vi du, khiru gidc cua séi rat nhanh
nhay, lai cé tri nhé rat dai, c6 thé nhé ro mui caa ké thu. Ké diéu khién thu loi dung chinh
dac diém khtru gidc nhanh nhay nay ctia ching ma dung mét thé mui dic thu nao day lam
cho bay séi bi choc gian, sau d6 dem thr mui nay phun 1én nguoi ké dich, nhw thé, ca dan
s6i sé tw dong tin cong nhirng ngwdi mang mui d6, mot cach nhw vay, dong thoi cling thich
hop dé dung vdi ong bap cay, gdu ché va nhiéu loai dong vat khac. Ngoai ra, thao thi sw con
c6 thé sir dung nhiéu phwong phap khac dé diéu khién cac loai dong vit minh mudén tin
cong muc tiéu dinh trwéc, vi vy, c6 mot diéu luat van lwu truyén tir ¢ chi kim, do6 chinh 13,
khong bao gi¢r dwgc d6i dau véi mot thao thu sw trong chon rirng sau day da tha.”

Nghe lat ma A La néi véi giong hét strc nghiém tic, Man Man khong khéi 14y 1am ky la:
“Tai... tai sao lai n6i chuyén nay véi ching chau vay, dai su?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Béi vi, trong dam ké dich cta ching ta, rat c6 kha ning c6 mot thao thu
su!”
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“Cai gl ha?” Nhac Dwong nhay dung 1én nhu bi ong bap cay dét, kinh hii kéu toang lén.
“Khong, khong phai néi la da tiéu vong hét réi sao? Sao lai, sao lai c6 thé & trong dam ké
dich ctia ching ta...”

Lat ma A La ra hiéu cho anh chang ché nén néng nay, tir tir giai thich: “Chuyén nay chi la
do tbi suy doan thoi, cé diéu khad ning chinh xac rat 1én. Téi néi cac thao thu sw dan tiéu
vong, chir khong bao ho da tuyét tich. Mac du ngay nay moi ngwoi khéng con thiy thao thu
si & Tay Tang nita, nhwng vay khong cé nghia la & noi khac cling khong cé. Con nhé chuyén
xay ra trong rirng ram chau My khéng? Thuyén cia nhém cac ciu trong mot dém da bi moi
mot dn sach, ké d6 lai den dui gap phai bay ong sat nhan, bao chidu My, éch doc, kién hanh
quan vay birc truy dudi, theo Iy thi ching ta IAn lwot xuit phat, chang c6 1€ nao cac ciu lai
lién ti€p gap van rui, bao nhiéu da thi hung han déu gdp phai hét nhw thé. Vé sau téi maéi
chd y dén, Cwong Ba thiéu gia tirng ké rang trudc khi xuit phat cac cau da bi mot nguoi théi
ran tin cong trén dwdng phd Putumayo, trén duwong di, lai c6 mot con chim cat dép mat tin
vat c6 Babatou tang cho cac cdu. Vay 1a t6i cr nghi mai, néu néi lan dé & trong rirng, c6 mot
thao thu sw bdm theo cac ciu, vy thi nhirng gi cac ciu gap phai khong con ky la niva roi.”

Trwong Lap cing thang noi: “Hin, han mudn lam gi? Chang & lai mudn dung bon dong
vat 4y giét chét ching t6i?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Khéng, néu hadn mudn giét cac cau, cac cau sém da chét ruc tir 1au roi,
rirng ram tuyét dai la lanh dia ctia thao tht sw. Y d6 ctia hin that khién nguoi ta khé hiéuy,
chinh vi thé ma t6i m&i khong nghi dén thao thu sw, cho dén lan nay tir Pao Huyén Khong
tw tré vé, nhin thiy bo ciu diéu khién tir xa trong doan phim cta gido sw quay lai, khi dy toi
mai lién twdng dén chirc nghiép dac thu nay.”

Nhac Dwong lai hoi: “Thé nghia 1a thé nao?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Chitc nghiép thao thu sw nay khong phai la khong bao gior thay d6i, bon
ho ciing cling tién 1én theo thoi gian, trvdc nay van xudt hién & trén chién trwong, chang
han trong Thé chién II c6 nhitng lyc lwong vii trang phi chinh quy nhw dai d6i canh khuyén,
b6 cdu danh bom... M&i roi trong Pdo Huyén Khong tw, ké dich cta ching ta khéng nhirng
c6 thé diéu khién dwoc bo ciu, ma con thao ting ca chudt bach nira, ndng lwc nhw viy nguwoi
binh thwong lam sao c6? Vé sau tbi c6 hoi gido quan Lir CAnh Nam, c6 4y cho biét mot s6 tin
tirc, da kiém chirng suy nghi cda t6i la chinh xac.”

Moi nguoi lai don 4nh mat sang phia Lir CAnh Nam. Mic du cdm cti viét 1ach, nhung Lir
Canh Nam van dé€ y 1ang nghe cudc thdo luan. C6 dit tai liéu xudng, néi véi moi ngudi: “Con
nh¢ cai ngwoi tén 1a Soares Kahn ma gido sw Phwong Tan nhic dén khong? Tuy rang lic iy
ching tdi chwa chi y dén y 1am, nhung sau dé ching tdi van khong bé qua bat ¢ ddu madi
nao ma tién hanh diéu tra vé nguoi tén Soares nay. Sw thwc da chirng minh, khi moi ngwoi
gdp nan trong rirng gia chadu My, y ciling khong & trong nwdéc; 1an nay chung ta dén Dao
Huyén Khéng tw, y lai mot 1an nita rod khdi nwde Phap, hanh trinh dwoc sip x€p rat chat
ché, di mot vong 16n tlr chau Phi dén Bic My, cudi cung thi khong roé hanh tung & dau. Mic
du khéng thé chirng minh y ¢6 quan hé truc tiép gi v&i sw kién 1an ndy nhung cling rat dang
ngo.”
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“Soares Kahn.” Gido s Phwong Tan dwa mat nhin Lit CAnh Nam va lat ma A La do héi, tua
nhw khong dam tin vao tai minh.

Lat ma A La néi: “Phai biét ring, m6i mot thao thi sw, chdc chin phai 1a chuyén gia trong
linh virc ddng vat hoc, chuyén gia trong cac chuyén gia! Con nira, khi & bén trong Pado Huyén
Khong tw, luc toi va Merkin quyét diu, tirng chid y thay moét cai bong, khi d6 da cdm thiy rat
quen roi, sau tré vé nhé lai, thi ngudi do chinh la ké da xuit hién trong dia cung Ahezt, dong
thoi cling chinh 1a ngudi ma gido sw cam thiy rat giong Soares Kahn!”

Gido sw Phwong Tan bdop bép tran, du thé nao cling khéng dam tin. Con Trac Moc Cwong
Ba lai dot nhién dwoc lat ma A La goi didu gi d6, swc nhé ra mdt chuyén khac. Can phong
nhit thoi chim vao tinh ldng, khong khi tirc khic tré nén cing thing la thwong. Nhac Duong
va Trwong Lap ng6i mot bén ram ri thdo luin: “C6 lam khéng day, mot tén Merkin chiing ta
da chang biét d6i pho thé ndo roi, gior lai thém mot tén thao thu sw Soares gi d6 nira.”

“Plng dd, anh s¢& thir ma xem, tim t6i nhay 1én tin diy roéi nay.”

“Sor cai dau cau 4y, phai roi, & TAy Tang c6 dong vat nguy hiém gi cho han thao ting
khong nhi?”

“U'm, dé t6i nghi xem nao, hinh nhw bao tuyét con it 1am, khong biét ¢ con hd khong nita,
trm! Nghe noi hinh nhw con c6 s6i! A! Con chudt cao nguyén nira! A! Chi cAn han xua mot
dan bo Yak hoang dén 1a ching ta da khong xoi ndi roi, cai thir 4y thi nhiéu 1am!”

Lat ma A La an i hai ngudi: “Khong can cing thang nhw vay, thian hon nat than tinh. Dua
vao nhitng hi€u biét clia chiing ta vé ké bi nghi ng¢ 1 thao thd sw nay, dwong nhw hin méi
chi c6 thé diéu khién mot s6 dong vat nhé hodc con trung, chwa chic da khéng ché duoc
dong vat c& 16n dau, chi cAn cin than mot chut, thi chiing ta van d6i phé dwoc.” Chi 13 dai sw
khong hé hay biét rang, Ian phan doan sai IJAm duy nhit nay cia 6ng da mang dén mot hiém
hoa tiém tang vo cung to 1&n cho ho sau nay.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba thi ¢t nhan trdn vo dau suy tw: “Cai bong lung, cai bong lung trong
Pao Huyén Khoéng tu! Béng lung, béng sau lwng ctia ké d6, hin 1a ai nhi? A, Merkin!” Tréc
Mo6c Cwong Ba dot nhién budt miéng thot 1én: “T6i nhé ra roi, ding la téi da tirng gap
Merkin! Ltic d6 toi van con chwa biét dén Tir Ky Lan va ca Bac Ba La nita!”

Mot loi nay ctia Trac Mdc Cuong Ba lai khién may nguwoi xung quanh thém mot phen kinh
ngac! Ga lién k€ lai cAu chuyén minh vira m&i nhé ra.

“Tiéu tién vao nhitrng chd thé ndy, that ding 1a..” Pirng truwdc cong trinh kién tric nguy
nga 16ng 1ay d6, Trac Moc Cudng Ba thAm khinh ré thoéi phd treong xa xi cia dam nha giau.
Néu khong phai biét ro minh dang dirng & khu ngoai 6 Philadenphia, gid da ng& minh dén
lam khu villa sang trong trén ddo Rhode roi.

Phia chinh dién toa biét thw nay s dung két ciu kién tric miéu tho Hy Lap c6 dai, miy
chuc ciy cot 16n cao chirng hai chuc mét, dwong kinh khoang mét rwdi chéng mai nha cao
nhat, nhitng tic phdm diéu khic phong cach Phuc Hung v6 cing xa hoa xuit hién & khap
cac cot, trén ctra, trén twong va ca trén mai tran. Theo 1o ngwoi gitp viéc ra mé civa, nhirng
phan 14p lanh 4nh vang do6 toan bd déu dung vang 24 cara léng phi thang l1én; pha 1é va cac
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loai bdo thach di mau sac déu dwoc tuyén lwa kj cang tir tAn ngudn cung cip; cic tuwong
diéu khdc déu 1a tAc phdm clia nghé si ndi tiéng, b&i vi ching khéng phai tic phdm diéu
khac hién dai, ma dwoc di doi toan bo tir cac trang vién c6 khac dén day.

Vao trong dai sanh, san nha dwoc 14t toan bang gach men sir xanh vudng van moi chiéu
ba mwoi centimet. Nhw thé khoe khoang, ngwoi gidp viéc dy lai cho Trac Méc Cwong Ba biét,
nhitng vién gach men s c¢& 16n nay déu la sit Thanh Hoa chinh téng, nhitng nguwoi biét loai
nay rat hiém, trén thi treéng muén mua mot vién ciing phai miy chuc nghin d6 la My. Sau
d6 lai no6i dén chim pha 1€ 12 phong cach gi thé ky mdy, cai dén treo twong 1a tic phdm dic y
ctila nghé si nao, bich hoa c6 y nghia gi. Trac Moc Cworng Ba can ban khong nghe lot tai, trong
long d3 ngdm ngam c6 chut 4c cdm véi chd nhan noi nay roi. Trong dién thoai ngwoi ban
gidi thiéu da noi véi gd, c6 mot vi tén la Merkin rat thich ché ngao cia cong ty ga huin
luyén, muén mua vé canh nha, con ké tay Merkin nay tai ba thé nao, ci gi ma la gido quan
danh du cta quan dic ching Hoa Ky, mic qun trang hét sttc oai phong 1am liét van van va
van van. Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing khéng coi vao dau, véi nhitng gi ga vira nhin thay, tay
Merkin nay cé vé giong véi mot ké giau x6i, khéng thé kim nén dwoc ma muén dem hét sw
gidu c6 xa hoa ctia minh bay ra tre¢'c mat moi mot ngudi bude chin vao tda cung dién nay.
D6i véi Trac Moc Cudng Ba, toa biét thw nay qua lon, 1én dén ndi khdng giéng noi cho
nguoi &. Khi ga dirng dé, den dudc con chwa bat sang hét, toa biét thy lai cang giong nhirng
ldu dai Am u lanh 180 dang so cia bon ma ca rong. Sau trong dai sanh vang ra tiéng gam gir
clia da thu kém vi tiéng budc di 18 theo xich st nghe day bat an, 14p 16 nhirng d6i mat mau
da cam sang ruc cang khién nguwoi ta khong lanh ma run.

Tay gitip viéc kia vin khong nglrng b 16 ba la lién thoing, rang trong dé c6 ba con ché
Saint Bernard, & mdt chd khac xich hai con bdo den, & cudi hanh lang phia Pong con c6 hai
con ché chan ctru Ovcharka... Trac Moc Cudng Ba bit dau thiay hoi phan nd, & day da cé
nhiéu manh thd nhw thé réi, con mua ch6 ngao lam gi niva? Hon nita nhin bd dang nay, han
ta cin ban khong hiéu thé nao 1a nudi ché, hoan toan chi la né dich chung ma thoi, loai
nguoi nay thi Trac Méc Cwong Ba hét strc coi thwong.

Pay mot cdnh cira nira ra, bén trong lai cang toi tim hon. Trac Moc Cwong Ba dot nhién
c6 cam giac g dén noi day la mot sai lam. Xem ra chti nhan cin biét thy nay ciling giéng nhw
ban than né vay, bé ngoai thi hao hoa l6ng 1ay, nhung ndi tim lai hét strc tim t&i. Tir 16i nudi
nhét ddm méanh tha kia cta y 1a cé thé thay con ngwdi ndy quen song trong bong t6i, lic nao
cling gitr thai d6 canh giac tuyét d6i v&i tit cd moi thir xung quanh minh, khong tin nhiém
bat Ky ai. E 1a ca luc di ngd cling cAm sung nita cling khong chirng, Trac Méc Cwdorng Ba tham
nhu.

Khi ho thuc sw gdp mat, Trac Moc Cwdng Ba lai cang tirc dén bdc hoa trong dau. Thang
cha kia khong ng¢ lai ng6i xoay lwng lai véi ga, mat hwéng ra khung ctra s6 16n kiéu Phap,
chi dé Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin thiy dwong nét sau lung. Trac Moc Cworng Ba da giao thiép
v&i nhiéu loai nguoi khac nhau, nhwng cao ngao va coi thuwong ga nhw thé nay thi diy maéi
12 IAn dau tién ga gdp phai, lién quay dau dinh bé di ludn. Béng ngudi kia bdng cat tiéng:
“Ong Trac Mdc Cwong Ba, rat vui dwoc gip 6ng.” Trong béng t6i, duy chi c6 cip mat kia l1a
phét ra hai luéng sang lanh 1€o. Nhiét d6 khong khi trong can phong lap tirc giam xudng, bi
cip mat 4y nhin cham cham, cdm gidc nhw thé ddi mat v&i lodi ran ddc, con cai than hinh
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cao lon trong bong tdi kia thi chang khac ndo mot thi thé vira bo ra khoéi mo, twéng nhw 1a
héa than cua loai ma quy chon Am ti viy.

“Nghe noi 6ng nudi cho, té6i muon ki€ém may con vé trong nha, chi la khéng biét cho cua
ong c6 khoe hay khong? Vi thé, téi hy vong, ché clia 6ng c6 thé thing ché cla toi nudi...”

Y con chwa néi hét ciu, da nghe Trac Moc Cwong Ba “hir” manh mot tiéng, néi: “Toi nghi
12 minh dén nham chd rdi, ché cta cong ty ching tdi quyét khong ban cho 6ng, mot cong
16ng ciing khong. Loai ngwoi nhw 6ng, chi bang di mua may con chudt chiii vé ma nudi, tam
biét va khéng gip lai!” Trac Mdc Cudng Ba diy ctra di thang ra ngoai. 0 mét noi thé nay, lai
bi ké d6 dung 4nh méit 4y nhin chdm cham nhuw vay, ga khong thé chiu dung thém mot phut
nao nira.

Merkin 14m bam: “Thang 1ai budn Trung Qudc vo tri, chang c6 phong dd gi hét. May twdng
may la ai cha?”

Max lap tirc hién ra trong bong tdi, hoi: “Co can thit né khéng 6ng chu?” Merkin hoi ngwoc
lai: “May... twéng may la xa hoi den a?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba ndi: “Vay ddy, toi chi nhin thdy bong lung cua thang cha dé, chi
khong thdy mat, vi vay luc thdy tén ciia hin, mdi cdm thay rat quen.”

“Khong thé nao vay chi¢!” Nhac Dwong kéu 1én: “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén khéo thé, dem di viét
thanh sach ban 14y tién ciing dwgc day!”

Lat ma A La va L&t Canh Nam ngdm ngdm dwa mit nhin nhau, ngudi ndy nhin thiy sw
nghi hoic trong mat ngwdi kia. Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai tiép 1oi: “Téi khong biét day c6 phai
chuyén trung hop hay khong, nhung ding 1a trwdc day toi va hin da tiép xic mot Ian roi.”

Moi nguoi néu y kién ctia minh, nhwng khong ai nghi ra dwoc cach giai thich nao hop ly.
Truwong Lap dot nhién “a” 1én mot tiéng, boé dang nhw vira ngd ra diéu gi do, dén ca Nhac
Dwong ciing phai nhin anh chang bang con méat khac, voi vang hoi: “Nghi ra gi roi?”

Hoi l1au sau, Truwong Lap méi quay sang héi lat ma A La: “Pai sw, chang phai ngai néi Tay
Tang c6 ba chirc nghiép bi truyén, ci gi ma Tay Tang tam dai mat truyén sw gi d6 sao? Ngai
ma&i chi ndi vé thao thd sw thoi, con hai loai nira ciling cho chung toi biét luon di. Néu bén
phia ké dich lai xuat hién thém mot tén mat truyén sw gi gi diy, ching t6i déu khong biét
do6i phé thé nao ca dau!”

Chuyén nay véi chuyén Trac Moc Cuwdong Ba vira ké hoan toan chang hé dn nhap, Nhac
Dwong nghe xong lién trach méc: “Chung t6i déu dang nghi xem chuyén giita Cwong Ba
thiéu gia va Merkin la nhw thé nao, anh lai dang nghi cai gi day?”

Trwong Lap lau bau: “That 1a, dot nhién swc nghi ra théi ma.”
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Tam dai mat truyén sw

“Khéng sao,” lat ma A La néi, “chuyén ctia Cwdng Ba thiéu gia ching ta liic ndy chwa tim
ra dwgc manh méi gi dau. Mac du kha nang bén phia ké dich dong thoi xuit hién ca ba chirc
nghiép bi truyén 1 rit nhd, nhwng chiing ta khong thé dam bao ring Pao quan Anh sang da
tuyét tich hay chwa dwgc.”

Truwong Lap kinh hai thét 1én: “Oi cha, sao toi lai khéng nghi ra nhi, néu chiing ta tiép tuc
tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu, vy chang phai sém mudn gi cling phai d6i mit véi Dao quan
Anh sang hay sao? Chang may khéng hop mét 1o, vay chdng phai 1a chét roi khong thé chét
lai IAn nira a?”

Lat ma A La néi: “Ciing khong can phai lo ling dén vay, chiing ta tap luyén dau phai uéng
phi, cho du vé mit than thi cé chd thiéu sét thi cling c6 thé dung wu thé vé trang bi ma bu
dip vao. Hon nira sao ciu c6 thé doan dinh dwoc ching ta va ho mot 1oi khong hop chit?
Pao quan Anh sang cé ton tai hay khong, dén nay van con 13 mdt cau d6 chua cé 1oi giai,
ngudi Qua Ba 4y ching phai da noi, tit cA moi ngudi déu chét sach roi hay sao? Tém lai,
khong cin phai qua cang thing, nhwng ndm thém nhiéu thong tin thi cling khong c6 hai gi
cho moi ngwoi hét. Tam dai mét truyén sw ciia TAy Tang lan lwot la: thao thd sw, phong bao
(mwa da) sw va thirc tang sww. Thwce ra, TAy Tang c6 dai con c6 rit nhiéu nghé nghiép than
bi khac nita, chang han nhw 4o thuit sw, thién tang su, c6 sw, khoi 16i@ suw.., nhung s& di
chi c6 ba chirc nghiép nay dwoc goi la mdt truyén sw, 1a vi & thoi c6 dai, ching 1a nhirng nghé
bi mit khong truyén cho nguwdi ngoai, hon nita cling khong thé hoc trém dwoc. Hai chic
nghiép dau tién, thao thi sw va phong bao sw déu dwoc sinh ra trong Pao quan Anh sang,
thao tha sw thi to6i khong cin ndi nira, phong bao sw hay con goi la thién khi chu sw, nghé
nghiép nay ra doi la béi khi hanh quan danh tran thwong xuyén phai di qua nhitng nui tuyét
lém khong diu chan nguwoi, tam gac chuyén dwong sa gian kho hiém tré khong néi, riéng
thoi tiét da c6 nhirng bién d6i rat 1n, néu khéng thé gitp quan doi c6 phan &ng truwdc khi
thoi tiét thay doi, tén thit sé vé cung to 16m. Ngoai ra, con cd nhirng thwong nhén tir xa dén,
khach quy & cadc nwéc 1an bang, mudn ra vao cao nguyén déu phai virgt qua nhirng con
dwong nhé hiém tré ven ndi ria v, lai con ca thoi tiét thay doéi that thuwong nira, néu ho
thwong xuyén gip phai chuyén bit trac gitta dwong, thi thong thwong qua lai gitta cao
nguyén va thé gi¢i bén ngoai sé gdp phai tré ngai rat 1én. Vi vy, Tang vweong da ha 1énh
chon ra trong Pao quan Anh sang mot s binh si gidi quan sat, lai c6 tri nhé tot chuyén
nghién cttu cac nhan t6 khac nhau din dén thoi tiét thay ddi nhw tAng may, hudng gid, do
am khong khi, tir d6 méi sinh ra chirc nghiép phong bao sw nay. Thoi ky dau, vai tro cda
phong bao sw giong nhw 1a nhan vién du bao khi twong ngay nay vy, chi cé diéu la hién nay
ngudi ta dung anh may vé tinh dé phan tich ma dwa ra du dodn vé tinh hinh thoi tiét cta hai
muwoi bon gior sau, con cadc phong bao sw khi 4y chi quan sat ting may va tinh twong ma dwa
ra dwoc két luan twong dong. Pén thoi ky sau d6, khi Pao quan Anh sang da phat trién hoan
thién, phong bao sw lai c6 thém moét chirc nang méi, 1a trwc ti€p tham gia vao chién tranh,
tao ra gi6 16n, mua to, muwa da & nhitng noi ké dich cho rang khong thé xuit hién gié 16mn,
mua to, mwa da, giang cho quan dich nhitng don nang né!”
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Nhac Dwong khong nén dwoc thot 1én: “Chuyén... chuyén nay hoi khoa trwong thi phai,
chang 1€ dai sw lai ké chuyén dan gian...”

Lat ma A La lic dau: “Khdng, khong khoa trirong chiit ndo ca, mic du phong bao sw ra doi
cach chdng ta tlr rat 1au roi, nhung nghé nghiép nay van ton tai kéo dai cho dén mii truéc
giai phong. Hoi nho toi da tirng tn mat trong thidy mot vi phong bao sw xua may di, ngin
khong cho mwa da roi xudng. T6i biét 1a nghe ra cé vé rat kho tin, cling rat khéng khoa hoc,
nhung day 1a mot su thwre. Chuyén nay c6 lién quan dén tw twdng triét hoc ctia ngudi chau A
chiing ta. T6 tién ching ta chi trong két qua, con nhitng nguwdi phwong Tay lai chu trong dén
nguyén nhan. Trong suy nghi clia bon ho, néu khong thé 1am rd nguyén nhan dan dén két
qua nay, thi han 1a phi khoa hoc. Nhw Trung y chang han, cho dén ngay nay van c6 rat nhiéu
nguoi phwong Tay khong thira nhdn dé 1a y hoc c6 tinh khoa hoc, vi cé rit nhiéu phwong
phap va meo tri bénh khong thé giai thich bang khoa hoc dwoc, nhwng cling khong thé vi
khong giai thich dwgc nguyén nhan, ma phu dinh di hiéu qua tri liéu ciia Trung y dwoc phai
khong. Phong bao su ciing vay, Trung Quéc c6 dai c6 mot mdn goi la phong thiy hoc, cling
khong thé tir binh dién khoa hoc ma gidi thich ré nguyén nhan, ca chuyén né c6 tic dung
thwc sw hay khong... thi cling rat kho noi, nhwng toi cho rang, cAch 1am ctia phong bao sw tuy
khac nhwng ciing c6 cung hiéu qua v&i phong thiy sw. T6i con nhé hoi nhé da tirng thiy vi
phong bao sw 4y lam phép. Ong ta cim c& & cira khe ni, dit vai cai xe trau xe ngwa & gifta
dwong, hodc di dong mot vai tadng da 16n hay ciy coi gi trén dinh nui, tit nhién la ciing
khong thé thiéu dwoc mot s6 nghi thirc va diéu mua cau khin cta tdn gido, chi chéc 1at sau
do, tAng may tu mu mit da tan bién mit. Phwong T4y c6 mot ly luan thé nay, tdi nghi chic
moi ngwoi déu nghe néi qua réi, mot con bwom bwém dap canh trén Thai Binh Dwong, dén
chiu My c6 kha ning dién bién thanh mot con 16c 16n, day goi 1a hiéu ¢ng bwom budm,
dung dé giai thich tinh bat dinh va khong thé du bao cia mét s6 sw viéc. Piéu téi mudn noi
& day la, néu nhat dinh phai gidi thich mot cach khoa hoc cac hanh vi cia phong bao su, thi
c6 1 1a do ¢6 nhan dia ndm bat dwoc quy luat ndo do tir lic bwom bwdm dip canh dén lic
dién bién thanh con gi6 18¢ cling khong chirng!

Bon Trac Moc Cudng Ba nghe ma thin the hét ca ra. Lat ma A La lai ti€p tuc giai thich:
“Phwong phap ma cac phong bao sw st dung rat khac so véi phwong phap nghién ctiru khoa
hoc ngay nay, c6 1& 1a dwa vao mot sw kién hét sirc ngau nhién ban dau. Chang han nhw dau
tién ngwoi xwa nhin thiy may den che kin bau troi, ti€p sau d6 la mwa do6 xudng, roi lan thie
hai nhin thdy may den che kin bau tr&i, mwa lai d6 xudng, trong Ky trc cua ho sé dan hinh
thanh mo6t méi lién hé, tirc 1a mdi khi may den che kin bau troi, thi sé c6 mwa. S8 1an mua
cang nhiéu, moi lién hé nay khéng ngirng dwgc cing ¢, ty nhién sé hinh thanh mét quy
luat, vay 1a tir d6 tré di, ngwoi xwa da biét, mdi khi may den che kin bau trdi, chang bao 1au
sau troi sé d6 mwa. Pay chinh 1a tw duy triét hoc thuan phac nhat, nguyén thiy nhit, khong
cin biét tai sao, chi cin thiy két qua nhw viy la da roi. Phong bao sw ciing thé, hanh vi cla
ho ndy sinh mét cach ngau nhién, trai qua v sé 1an thir nghiém, cudi cing da dat dwoc hiéu
qua ly twéng ma ho mong mudén, déng thoi thoi gian cling xac dinh dwgc nén st dung
phwong phap nao 1a hop 1y, ho lién ghi lai phwong phap d6 cho nguoi di sau tham khao,
thoi gian trdi di, cac phwong phap dwgc tich lily mdi ldc mot nhiéu, mdi lic mot cu thé
twong tan hon. Thé nhung, néu nhit dinh phai cin vin, rét cudc 1a nguyén nhan gi dan dén
may den tan di hodc mwa lén d6 xuéng, thi ho khong biét, ciing khong thé cho ta mét suy
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doan nao. P4, moi nguwoi da biét phong bao sw 1a gi réi, nhwng c6 1& sé cam thiy thirc tang
suw con huyén hodc kho tin hon nira diy.”

Giong lat ma A La khan di, 6ng nhdp moét ngum nuéc cho tham giong, rdi néi tiép: “Thikc
tang sw, c6 thé noi 1a chirc nghiép co lich sir lau nhét, truyén thira thin bi nhat. Trong tam
dai mit truyén sw ctia Ty Tang, thao thd sw da tuyét tich & dit Tang nay, phong bao sw thi
c6 1& da bién mAit trén thé gidi nay roi, nhung thirc tang sw, ¢ thé van dang con c6 truyén
thira ti€p ndi. Bdi vi, khong mot ngwdi nao biét ai la thive tang sw ¢4, ai cling c6 kha nang tré
thanh thirc tang sw, ho thwdng dot nhién dén ngd trong mot khoadnh khic nao dé. Khu
khu...” giong lat ma A La lai khan d3c. Nhin vé& mit hoang mang clia moi ngwdi, gido su
Phwong Tan tiép loi: “Toi cling biét mét chit vé thirc tang sw, dé t6i néi véi moi ngudi
trudre, néu dai sw thiy cin bé sung diéu gi thi néi véi téi nhé.”

Lat ma A La cim c6c nwéc 1én, khé gat dau.

Gido sw Phwong Tan noi: “Téi sé ké cho moi nguoi theo cach cia minh nhé. Thirc tang va
phuc tang la hai cong viéc bo tro, tao diéu kién cho nhau. Phuc tang la gi? Bac Ba La ma
chiing ta dang muén tim kiém, chinh 1a phuc tang 1én nhat trén cao nguyén nay. Y 1a chi
trwedc khi bi birc hai, cac tang It trong ton gido da nhan dworc tin bao trwdc hodc nhan ra
diéu gi d6, lién mang hét nhirng kinh van, bao vat va tit cd nhitng d6 quy trong cia minh
dem gidu di, dé khong ai c6 thé tim dwoc, day chinh 13 phuc tang. Moi ngudi phai biét rang,
cac vi vieong thoi ky dau cua Thé Phon déu theo tin ngwdng Ban gido, tir thoi trung ky cho
dén ltic vieong triéu Thé Phon diét vong méi 1a thoi ky dai dang ding Phat gido va Ban gido
tranh gianh tin d6. Tuy nhién trong toan b lich s vwong triéu Thé Phon, cic vi vieong clia
tirng thoi lai c6 tin nguwdéng khac nhau. M6i khi c¢é sw thay thé virong chi véi mot tin
ngudng khic tién triéu, da phan thwong xuat hién cuc dién mot ton gido nay dé nén mot ton
gido khac. Veé sau, tuy rang Phat gido da dan chiém dwoc thé thuwong phong, nhung trong
Phat gio lai xuat hién rat nhiéu phai hé, mdi phai hé chia nhau din dau miy chuc nam, nén
tlr c6 t&i kim, trong lich st TAy Tang xudt hién rat nhiéu phuc tang, triéu nao dai nao ciing
c6 hét. Nhirng tang I&r hoic gido d6 Ban gido di chén vui bao vat kia hdu hét déu bi birc phai
di xa, hodc bi hai chét, nhwng ca doi ciing khong bao gio tiét 16 dia diém da chon gidu bau
vat. Nhitng kho tang chén siu dwéi long dit iy lién tré thanh ciu d6 mai khong tim dwoc
loi gidi. Nhwng néu mot tén gido nao do6 bi dé nén dp blirc mot thoi gian, réi chinh quyén
thay d6i, lai dot nhién dwoc ton sung, thi cac tin do6 cua tén gido iy ldc nay tit nhién mudén
tim lai bao vat cung kinh dién ma cac bic tién boi cia minh da chon vui, nghé khai quit kho
tang cling theo d6 ma sinh ra. Phwong phap ctia nhitrng ngwdi nay kha khoa hoc. Nhirng diéu
ho lam rat giéng v&i nhirng gi chung ta dang lam lic nay, d6 1a dwa vao cac dau moi dé lai
trong but ky, dién tich, hodc cac truyén thuyét dan gian, sau khi ndm dwoc chirng ¢t xac
thuc thi tién hanh dao béi trong mot pham vi dai khai. Pay goi 1a phai quit tang, nhung ti 1é
thanh cong ctia ho rat thip.”

Noi téi day, giao sw Phwong Tan khong khoi néd mot nu cwoi gwong gao: “Nhung trong rat
nhiéu phai quat tang, lai xuit hién mot chirc nghiép cwc ky phan khoa hoc, dé chinh la thic
tang su. Thitc tang sw c6 thé 1a ngwdi binh thudng, hoic 1a ting 1, cling o ca cao ting dic
dao nira. Bao gi¢ cling 1a ho tinh c& dén mot noi ndo dé, hoac 1a dét nhién d6n ngd, vay la
hinh thanh nén mot méi lién hé than bi nao d6 v&i than linh, sau d6 ho sé néi véi nhirng
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ngudi xung quanh, hodc tw minh mang theo cdng cu dén mot noi nao dé dao badi, cd thé noi
la bong dwng ho biét dwoc bén dwdi d6 c¢6 chon gidu kho tang tir miy tram hodc thim chi la
ca nghin nam vé truwedc. Hrm, moi nguwoi cé tin khong?”

Lat ma A La thay moi ngudi déu mim cudi, cling ltic té vé khé cé thé tin dwoc, chi c6 Trac
Moc Cwong Ba la nhiu may suy tw, ré rang 1a ga ciing biét vé chirc nghiép thirc tang sw nay.
Chi nghe gido sw Phwong Tan thé dai noi: “Toi biét, chuyén nay nghe thi c6 vé nhw 1a mot
viéc hoan toan phan khoa hoc, nhwng ding la n6 cé ton tai. Hon nira ti 1&é thanh c6ng cla cac
thirc tang s thwong rit cao, gan nhuw chwa bao gior c6 chuyén bon ho khéng dao dwoc phuc
tang ca, pham 1a ch6 nao dwoc thirc tang sw chi ra, thi déu dwgc ching thuc 1a ¢6 bao tang
ca.” Thiy moi ngwoi c6 vé khong tin twdng 1dm, gido sw Phwong Tan lién ngung lai.

Nhac Dwong thay thé lién hoi ludn: “Gido sw da gdp thirc tang sw bao gi¢ chwa?”

“Chwa,” gido sw Phwong Tan lac diu. “Co rat nhiéu thirc tang sw ca doi chi c6 thé phat
hién ra mot kho tang nao do, ciing c6 ngwoi phét hién dwoc hai ba chd, nhung trudmg hop
nay cwc ky hi€ém hoi. Trwdc khi bat ngo hinh thanh méi diy lién hé véi than linh, ho cling
chang khac gi nguwoi binh thwong ca, thAm chi nhiéu nguwoi con chiang hé biét gi vé phuc
tang ca. T4t cd bon ho déu doét nhién nhin dwoc mot sitc manh ky di, c6 1€ la nhian duorc...
than du hay hiéu triéu gi d6 ciing nén. Con nira, rat nhiéu nguwoi trong s6 ho sau khi phat
hién ra dia di€ém phuc tang thi lai tré thanh nguwdi binh thwong. Chinh vi vy nén thirc tang
s m&i dwoc goi la mit truyén sw dwoc truyén thira theo phwong thirc than bi nhat.”

Puong Man lic dau: “Khong thé nao, nhat dinh 13 truyén thuyét dan gian roi.”

Gido s Phwong Tan lai noi: “Phai, m&i dau toi cling khong tin 1am. C6 diéu, tuy chwa gip
qua thirc tang sw ndo, nhuwng t6i da tirng gap may vi nghé nhin hat xwéng dwoc thin linh
chi day, tdi biét dia chi ctia ho, ngay bay gi¢r cling c¢6 thé dan moi ngudi di gap ho dwoc ludn.
Cuong Ba ciing biét ma, phai khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gat gt dau. Pwong Man thic mac hoi: “Nghé nhan hat xwéng duoc
than linh chi day la cai gi thé?”

Trwong Lap ndi: “Ngwoi hat st thi Cdch Tdt Nhi Vwong dy.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Cdch Tdat Nhi Vwong la bo str thi dai nhat, hung vi nhat cia
Tay Tang, a khong, cla toan thé gi¢i méi ding. Nhitng nghé nhan hat xwéng dwoc thin linh
chi day 4y hau hét déu la dan du muc binh thwong, thwong la bi bénh ndng sé6t cao mét tran,
hay 12 ngu trén bai cé ndo d6 tinh day, dot nhién biét hat Cdch Tdt Nhi Vwong ludén. Chang
nhitng viy, ngoai Cdch Tdat Nhi Vwrong ra, ho con biét hat nhitng bo st thi khac nira. Chiing
toi cling b&i khong tin, nén méi cit cong dén tham, nhwng khong thé khong thira nhin, bon
ho hat rat hay, hay hon dai sw A La hat nhigu.”

Puwong Man hod nghi li€c mit nhin Trac Mdc Cwong Ba, roi hdi tiép: “Dung vay khong, anh
Cwong Ba?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ndm tay cd, gat gt dau. Pwong Man lac dau néi: “Em khong tin, nhat
dinh 13 ho da thudc lau tir truede roi, chi 1a khéng ai biét diy thoi.”
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Trac Moc Cwong Ba cuwoi kho, mot chi bé chan tridu muoi bay tudi, hay thdm chi chi mwoi
ba muwoi bon, ung dung hat suét bon nam tiéng dong hé mot bai st thi dai may chuc van
dong, ma lai con sinh déng dat dao, giong diéu truyén than, cho du c6 moi thiy vé day ciing
khong thé gidi dén thé dwoc. Lic nghe hat st thi, gd c6 cdm giac nhitng nghé nhan iy dwong
nhw khong phai dang hat thudc long, ma ho da hoan toan bwéc vao di thoi khéng noi Cdch
Tdt Nhi Vwrong va yéu ma dai chién, roi chi miéu ta lai mét cach chan thwc nhirng gi ho nhin
thiy ma thoi.

Nhac Dwong va Trwong Lap ciing déu cé nghe ndi vé cac nghé nhan hat xwéng dwoc than
linh truyén day, nhwng chwa dugc nghe ho biéu dién bao gio, ddi véi chuyén nay ciing ban
tin ban nghi. Dot nhién, Nhac Dwong phat hién lat ma A La dang thong dong nhap nuéc, anh
doan chic chan dai su biét chuyén gi dd, va cling c6 mot 1oi giai thich cho chuyén nay, gidng
nhu vé trwdng hop clia phong bao sw vay. Lic nay, Puong Man ciing quay sang lat ma A La
dinh hoi lai: “Pai sw A La...”

C6 vira mé& miéng, lat ma A La da ngt 1oi: “Ta biét chau mudn hoi gi roi, ta c6 thé noi voi
chdu mét diéu thé nay, nhirng gi gido sw Phwong Tén vira ndi déu la su thit, cling khong hé
khoa trwong mot chut nao dau.”

Puong Man hip tip: “Thé..”

Lat ma A La tiép: “Chuyén nay nghe thi c6 vé khéng c6 cin cit khoa hoc gi, nhung c6 mot
quan diém c6 thé dung giai thich, quan diém nay la do cic nha khoa hoc phwong Ty dwa ra,
ho goi la ‘ky tc di truyén’.”

“Ky rc di truyén!” moi nguoi cung kéu 1én kinh hai, ca gido sw Phwong Tan ciing nghiéng
tai chu y lang nghe.

“Pung vay,” lat ma A La néi. “Tlr khi dwoc néu 1én, quan diém nay da bi dwa ra tranh céi
rat nhiéu, cudc tranh cii cho dén ngay nay ciing da kéo dai gan tram nam roi. Nhitng quan
diém lién quan dén cudc ban luin nay, néu cé thoi gian moi nguwoi cé thé di tra trong cac tai
liéu, & day toi khong ndi nira. Diéu téi mudn noi 13, c6 1& & tién cta ching ta d3 ndm bat
dwoc phwong phap nao dé khién gien di truyén cé thé mang theo thong tin vé Ky trc, truyén
tir doi nay sang doi khac. Vung ky (e nay 4n trong mot géc sau cta y thirc, cho dén khi gap
dwoc diéu kién dac thu nao d6, sé dwoc kich hoat noi cac hdu nhan thich hgp. Giong nhw
gido s Phwong Tan da noi, sinh bénh, ndm ngt mot gidc trén bai c6, hodc dén mot dia diém
dac biét nao day, ddy déu la nhirng cach cé thé kich hoat lai ky rc di truyén.”

Moi ngwdi ngo ngac nhin nhau, hoi 1au cling khéng thé giai thich ré rang. Mot lic sau méi
nghe DPwong Man 1én tiéng: “Ky tc cling c6 thé di truyén sao?”

“Pwong nhién,” lat ma A La néi. “Dé con vira sinh ra da biét chay nhdy, c4 vira ra doi la
biét troi 1én mit nwdc, ché con chwa mé mait ciing van biét tim dau va ché me, thuyét di
truyén ky trc cho rang, c6 mot s6 dong vat bac thap khong bao gio hoc hédi dwoc diéu gi,
ching phai dwa vao ky trc di truyén ma sinh ton. Vi du nhw bwom bwédm chang han, ca doi
con buwdm phadi trai qua bon giai doan, trixng, siu, kén, buwdm, diéu nay khién cho con buwém
doi trudc va con buém doi sau vinh vién khéng thé gip dwoc nhau, nhung sau khi héa
bwém no lai 6 thé 1ap lai mot cach chinh xac hanh vi cia con bwédm doi truede, thadm chi con
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nh& cd chiang dwong di chuyén dai may nghin kilomet. Nghe néi bwé¢m vua & chdu My con
c6 thé dirng nghi trén ddng cai cdy ma con bwém doi truede né da tirng nghi ngoi, ai day
chiing nhitng diéu nay cht? Lam sao dé giai thich hanh vi nay? Vi viy méi c6 ngudoi néu
quan diém di truyén ky &c dé gidi thich nhitng hién twong nay. Con nguoi ching ta ciing
khong ngoai 1€, c6 mot s6 thir dwoc goi 1a ban nang, tir khi sinh ra da biét roi, c6 ban niang
dén mot giai doan trwdng thanh nhat dinh sé bién mat, nhwng c6 ban nang lai gitv dwoc dén
cudi doi. Chi c6 diéu 1a cho dén ngay nay con ngwdi van chwa tim dwgc phwong cach nao
hiéu qua dé truyén ba tri thirc va ky rc thong qua di truyén day thoi.”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Vay thi ngwdi xwa lam dwoc bang cach nao?”

Lat ma A La mim cwoi 1c dau: “Tw twdng triét hoc phwong Dong quyét dinh roi, ho chi
can két qua, khong can nguyén nhin. Ngwoi thoi xwa da khong biét nguyén nhan, ching ta
ngay nay lai cang khong cé cach nao ma doan biét dwoc. Nhwng thirc tang sw va nghé nhin
hat xwéng déu thwe sw ton tai, khién ching ta khong thé khéng tin, dich thwc 1a nguoi xwa
da lam dwoc.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba néi: “Y ctia dai sw 13, t6 tién clia nhitng thirc tang sw dy rat c6 kha
nang chinh 1a nhitng nguwoi da chon gidu bao tang, con to tién clia nhitng nghé nhan hat
xwdng dwoc than day, von chinh l1a nhirng nghé nhan hat xwéng ké chuyén thoi c6 dai, tuy
cach nhau vai doi hay tham chi la vai chuc doi, nhwng gap phai mot hoan canh dac biét nao
do, dot nhién trong s6 con chau bdng c6 ngudi c6 dwoc ky trc clia td tién, vi viy méi biét
kho tang dwoc chdn gidu & chd ndo, va ciing c6 thé doc thudc long ca bod sir thi dai miy tram
nghin dong!”

Nhac Dwong néi: “Cach giai thich nay cling tam chap nhin dwoc, chi 1a hoi qua huyén
hoic, nguwoi xwa liéu c6 thé nam duwoc ky thuat thian ky nhw thé khong?”

Lat ma A La dap: “Pay chi 1a mot cach giai thich twong d6i hop 1y trong rat nhiéu cach giai
thich vé thirc tang sw, ching ta cling khong c6 cich nao dé chirng minh, ma chi c6 thé tam
thoi tin vAy théi. Théng thwong, cac thirc tang sw sé dot nhién c6 mot doan Ky rc khi dén
gan hodc & noi chon gidu bao tang, diéu nay kha la khép véi thuyét Ky e di truyén, nhirng
hoan canh twong dong c6 thé lam khoi goi lai y thirc tiém an, cling kha 1a giong véi tinh
trang hién nay cta Ba Tang. Chung tdi goi qua trinh dot nhién s& hitu ky &c khong nam
trong nhirng trai nghiém ban than nay cta thirc tang sw la thikc tinh.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba run ban ngwdi 1én nhu bi giat dién. Khi cac trwdng l3o thon Cong B
néi dén chuyén “thitc tinh”, nhigéu 1am ga chi cudi cwdi cho qua, nhung gior nghe lat ma A La
ndéi vay, c6 vé nhw dung la c6 chuyén nhw thé thit. “Minh sé... thirc tinh that sao?” Ga khong
nén ndi ma tham tu hoi.

Man Man lai rét cho lat ma A La mét c6c nwéc khac. Ong mim cwoi néi tiép: “Duoc roi,
vira tré vé da néi bao nhiéu chuyén véi moi ngwdi roi, dé toi di nghi ngoi mot 1at nhé, dworc
khong?”

Lat ma A La mot minh ng6i tinh toa trén giwong. Khong lau sau, Lir CAnh Nam bwéc vao,
cat tiéng hoi ludn: “Sao roi a?”

Lat ma A La thé dai: “Chi so chuyén con lo ling nhat da xay ra roi.”
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Lt Canh Nam nhiu may, sau d6 néi: “Chuyén nay ciing du doan dwoc, nhung con chuyén
Cuwong Ba thiéu gia vira ké..."

Lat ma A La néi: “Pay ding 1a mot chuyén quai di.”
L{t CAnh Nam néi: “A La dai nhan, ngai néi xem day liéu cé phai la Merkin c§ y...”

Lat ma A La lac dau: “Khong thé néi vay, ltic d6 Cudng Ba thiéu gia dén ca T Ky Lan &
dau con chang biét, ba chitr Bac Ba La kia lai cang chwa tirng nghe néi dén, hon nita quan
trong nhat 12 hdn mudn gdp Cwong Ba thi€u gia d€ 1am gi? L& nao han biét thuat tién tri?
Mudn xem mdt doi thu trong twong lai nhw thé nao? Con nira, dya vao bi€u hién sau nay, cé
thé thay Merkin ciing cdm thay ky la khi mét thwong nhan nuéi va kinh doanh ché ngao Tay
Tang dot nhién lai bién thanh d6i thi canh tranh tim kiém Bac Ba La thin miéu vé&i minh.
Cuwong Ba thiéu gia tirng thiy bong Merkin hai I4n & nha minh va trong khach san, chirng td
tir lic d6 hidn méi bat dau d€ y diéu tra than phan cta ciu 4y, hon nita con theo déi ciu Ay,
bat coc ké dién nguwoi Qua Ba, mot loat nhitng sw kién nay déu 1a do mot tay han 1én ké
hoach. Ciling c6 nghia 13, lic gdp Cwong Ba thiéu gia lan dau tién, tén Merkin nay can ban
khong hé hiéu gi vé Cwdng Ba thiéu gia, cling chiang budn dé tAm dén ciu dy. Khong thong,
khong théng!” Lat ma A La nglra mit 1én tran nha néi: “Khéng théng, khong thong...”

Lir CAnh Nam ciing trdm ngam suy nghi: “Vay thi, lan dau tién Merkin va Cwong Ba thiéu
gia gdp mat dung la mét sy trung hop w?”

Lat ma A La gat dau: “Trwéc mat, ching ta chi c6 thé dit gia thiét 1a nhw vay thoi."
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CHU'ONG 30 MAT TONG TAY TANG

Lir CAnh Nam nhip mét ngum nwéc, roi lai néi: “Véi nhitng théng tin hién nay ching ta
dang c6, c6 thé ndéi tén gido than bi kia da tirng v cung 1én manh, téi nghi, sau khi ném trai
cac co quan trong Dao Huyén Khong tw, moi nguwdi chic déu khong phan déi toi néi nhw vay
phai khong. Thanh twu vé mit co quan hoc ctia ho c6 thé dung hai chit ‘dinh cao’ dé hinh
dung, theo nhirng gi chiing ta dwoc biét, bon ho di lgi dung céng trinh thiy lgi mét cach
hoan hao dé cung cap déng lwc vinh ctru, ho cling c6 nghién ctru rat siu véi cac hién twong
quang hoc, vé mat khi dong lwc hoc, ho ciing tuyét déi thudc hang dinh cao thoi by gio;
dang so hon nira 13, hiéu biét cta ho vé sinh vat va vi sinh vat hoc thdm chi con dat t&i trinh
d6 cao kho c6 thé véi kip, vé mat nay ngay ca khoa hoc ky thuit hién dai ngay nay ciling
chwa thé bi kip véi ton gido tir nghin ndm vé trwdce nay...”

https://thuviensach.vn



\ = AAY Y ’
Loi nguyén than bi

Thoi gian troi nhanh, thAm thoat da ba thang qua di, tinh hinh hdi phuc ctia nhitng nguoi
con lai déu rat tét, chi c6 vét thwong & xwong dui giao sw Phwwong Tén la hoi phuc twong doi
cham hon. Trong khodng th&i gian nay, moi ngwoi cling khong ai nhan rdi, hoi khée 1én mot
chat 12 bat dau tién hanh huin luyén thich (rng, ngay ca gido sw Phuwong Tan tam thoi chua
thé tap luyén hoi phuc cling mai mé vii dau nghién ctru cac tw liéu tranh anh thu thip dwoc.

Thoi gian cac thanh vién trong nhém & cing gido sw gan nhw da thanh quy luit, sang sém
Trac Moc Cwong Ba sé day gido sw ra vieon hoa bénh vién tan bo, day la thoi gian thudc vé
riéng hai thay tro bon ho, cd Pudng Man ciing khong dén qudy nhiéu; sau d6 lat ma A La va
gido suw sé cung 1én mang nghién ciru nhirng vin dé vé mit ton gido gap phai trong chuyén
di vira roi. Dai sw hét strc ch y dén nhirng hinh anh ma miy ngwoi bon gido sw Phwong Tan
quay lai dworc trong kién tric twa nhw cung dién ba tang kia, con ca toa Thién Phit dién cudi
cung va ba gian dién xung quanh nira, moi IAn xem lai dai sw déu boi hoi xic dong. Trong lic
d6 cac thwong bénh binh kKhac cling déu dang phan tich chinh 1i lai nhitng tw liéu ho thu
thip dwogc trong Pado Huyén Khong tw. Budi truwa, tit ca tip trung & phong bénh dung bira,
L& Canh Nam thong bdo nhirng tién trién m&i nhit va tinh hinh cta doi tha. Budi chiéu ciing
la thoi gian 1am viéc - gido sw va Trac Mdéc Cwong Ba chi yéu phu trach phién dich valién hé
v&i cac chuyén gia, diéu tra tw liéu, xem Tang stt, Dwdng Man con tranh thi thoi gian ranh
roi xoa bép cho gido sw. Nhitng ngwoi khac cling déu ban ron véi cong viéc cia minh:
Trwong Lap phu trach nghién ctru vé co quan trong Pdo Huyén Khoéng tw, chuln bi cho lan
xuat phat ti€p theo; Nhac Dwong va Ba Tang thi lo phén tich vii khi va phwong thic tac
chién clia ddm ngwdi do Ben dan dAu, hy vong c6 thé sir dung may tinh tao ra mot chwong
trinh huin luyén mé phéng véi ké dich gia twdng; ngoai viéc cham soc gido sw Phwong Tén,
Puwong Man con phu trach giao tiép véi cac bac si phia bénh vién, tim hiéu tinh hinh hoi
phuc ctia cac bénh nhén, dong thoi, dwoc gido sw Bui chi bao, ¢b cling tién hanh mot so6 diéu
chinh thich ddng déi véi cac loai thiét bi cAp cru mang theo, ting thém mot bo thiét bi phau
thuat bang hop kim.

Mot diéu dic biét dang nhic dén 13, trong thdi gian nay, duwdong nhw lat ma A La c6 rat
nhiéu cadm ngd déi véi nhirng bich hoa vé hinh ¢6 nhan tu hanh nhin thiy trong thach thit,
hé ranh réi lic ndo 1a 6ng lai trAim tw mic twdng lic 4y, nhitng diéu tAm dic ghi lai kin ca
may cudn sb day, cé lic Trac Mdc Cwong Ba con kinh ngac phat hién ra, tw thé ctia lat ma A
La hoan toan giong hét nhw tw thé cta cic tang I trén birc bich hoa ma ho tréng thay trong
thach that.

Ngay hom 4y, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dang diy gido sw Phwong Tan tan b trong hoa vién
nhuw thwong 1€, gido sw dot nhién cat tiéng: “Phai roi, Cwong Ba a, cac chuyén gia & nuwéc
ngoai lai c6 phat hién méi vé di chi Maya kia diy.”

“U'm, vay sao!” Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ho hitng dap lai mot tiéng. Trong tam tri gi, Maya néi
gi thi noi cling cach Tay Tang cd mwdi van tdm ngan dam, cho du c¢6 quan hé gi day thi ciing
chi hét sttc mong manh nhd bé ma thoi.
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Gido sw Phwong Tan twa nhw nhin thiu dwgc ndi tAm ctua Trac Moc Cwong Ba, mim cuwoi
néi: “Hinh nhw ciu khéng dé y dén phat hién & di chi Maya lam thi phai.”

Trac Mdc Cudng Ba néi: “U'm, thay gido, toi cho ring trudc mit ching ta nén tap trung
vao ban do, chi cé pha gidi dwoc théng tin trén ban do, hanh déng cua chiing ta méi cé dot
pha quan trong, con chuyén & Nam My kia thi, t6i nghi...”

Gido sw Phwong Tan nghiém tdc néi: “Cwong Ba a, cdu nghi nhw vay la sai réi. Pung la
Maya cach ching ta rit xa, nhwng ciu dirng quén sy tich st gia dén chdu Nam M§. Theo
nhitng ghi chép vé viéc dén Nam My trong lich st, thoi gian di lai chi cin hai nam 1a dq,
nhung trong tw liéu thi vi st gid d6 di vé mit dén mudi ndm ding ding, khoang thoi gian
nay rot cudc 6ng ta da lam gi & chiu My, khong ai biét ca.”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba noi: “Nhwng chuyén nay c6 lién quan dén chuyén ching ta tim kiém
Bac Ba La than miéu hay khéng?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan néi: “U'm, tdi biét 1a cau sé nghi nhw thé ma. Vay t6i héi cau nhé, theo
nhirng gi chung ta da biét, tim ban d6 do6 bi nguoi ta 14y di tir mot tram nam trwde roi, tim
ma chung ta 14y dwoc c6 1€ chi 1a ban sao théi. PAm nguwoi kia dd nghién cru suét mot tram
ndm, tai sao vin khong thé phat hién ra vi tri chuin xac cta Bac Ba La thin miéu ch&?
Chang 1& cAu khong cho rang, d6 chang phai 1a vi ho chi chuyén chi tim hiéu ban d6, ma xem
nhe rit nhiéu thir khac hay sao? Chung ta phai suy nghi trén co s& két qua cia nhirng nguoi
di trwdc, phat hién ra cang nhiéu bi mit chwa bi phat hién, khong thé bo qua bat ¢ ddu méi
nao. Cau khong cho rang, néu chi dwa vao khoang cach xa gin ma phan doan nhirng di tich
c6 d6 khong c6 gia tri gi doi véi hanh dong cua ching ta la qua vé doan hay sao?”

Trac Moc Cudrng Ba van con mudn néi gi d6: “Nhwng ma...”

Gido sw Phwong Tan ngat loi: “Tam thoi dirng néi ‘nhwng ma’ voi, toi cho ciu xem mot
thi ndy, xem xong roi hdy dwa ra phan doan.” Gido sw iy trong long ra mét cudn s6, doan
noéi, “Pay la van bia trén tran da do cac chuyén gia dich ra dwoc. Lan truedc da pha giai mot
ntra, gior d@ dwoc tAm mwoi phin tram roi, nhitng chod con lai cling c6 thé dodn ra dwoc mot
phin y nghia, t6i ¢ chinh li va stra chira lai trong cuén sé d6, cdu xem thi coi.”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba cdm 14y cuén s6, xem lwdt qua may hang, ndi dung doan dau ciing
giong nhw Ian trwéec, ké chuyén ngudi Kukuer bon ba vat va, xay dung nha ctra qué hwong,
con doan phia sau lai 1a phan dau cia mot 1o nguyén: Mot khi dé€ mau tanh vay ban bac
thang Thanh miéu, vo6 s tai wong sé un un kéo dén nhu tuyét 1o, gidng xuong tat thay moi
noi. Tat ca thanh thi déu sé bién thanh noi hoang phé khong mot bong nguwi, giong sai lang
an cw bén dw¢i Thanh dan, 1i doc xa phoi ndng trén bac cdp, lwdi nhén bit kin khung ctra,
loai hoa chét ch6c n& khap madt dit ménh mong...” Doc dén day, Trac Moc Cudng Ba khong
khoi thin ngudi ra, roi sau do giat thoét minh. Ga nhé ra roi, ching trach IAn dau tién nghe
ba Cat ngdm nga phan nguyén ria nay ga lai cdm thiy quen thudc dén thé, thi ra lan dau
tién ga nghe thiy loi nguyén nay, lai chinh la trong bai str ca ma Babatou da hat dwéi trang
dém, chi c6 diéu luc 4y ga da udng kha say nén dén gid cling khong nhé ra néi. N6i kinh hai
trong long chan ca 1oi n6i, mot hoi lau sau Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling khong thot dwoc nén
loi.
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Gido sw Phwong Tan ndi: “Sao thé? C6 phai rat kinh ngac hay khéng? Loi nguyén twong
doéng, ndi dung y hét, c6 1am ciu cé lién twdng gi khong?”

Khée miéng Trac Moc Cwong Ba khé giat giat, gido sw Phwong Tan lai néi ti€p: “Tam thoi
dirng tra 1oi toi voi, ctt doc hét di roi hang néi.”

Ntra sau cua bai van bia viét vé tinh hinh sau khi tai nan xay ra. Tat ca cac vuweong qudc
déu phai déi mat véi nguy co diét vong, tuyét dai da s6 moi nguwoi déu roi khéi cac toa
thanh, 14n siu vao chdn rirng hoang nui tham, chi c6 mot sé rat it nguwdi vi mot nguyén nhan
nao d6 ma & lai. Phan néi vé nguyén nhan 4y c6 rat nhiéu ky hiéu la nén van chua thé giai
doc ra dwgec, & gitra la mot doan ky hiéu rat so lwoc, nhirng nguoi ¢ lai da dieng trudce lang
mo cda to tién ma thé wéc, du chét cling phai bdo vé Bach thanh ma cac bic tién to6 da dung
mau va mo hoi xay dung nén, bay té quyét tim khong bao gio phan béi, phia sau la chu giai
cda chuyén gia, c6 bay ky hiéu kiéu nhw ky tén. Poan van dich nay hoan toan khép véi bai
thanh ca ma Babatou tirng ngdm hat, duy chi c6 nguyén nhan kia la thiéu, dwong nhw luc d6
nguoi Maya hét strc kiéng Ky viéc dé cap dén nguyén nhin khién ho diét vong, ngay ca loi
thé trén lang mo t6 tién cling map mo Up mé khong néi ro ra.

D3 th, con bdo khing khiép, tran da khong 16, bo lac an thit ngwdi, rirng Mang Xa, Bach
thanh, dia cung Ahezt, tirng canh twong nhw doan phim quay ngwoc hién Ién trong 6c,
nhitng trai nghiém cuta lan 4y dén gior Trac Moc Cudrng Ba van con nhé ro nhw in. “TAt ca cac
vuong quéc déu phai d6i mat véi nguy co diét vong... Tat cd cac veong qudc...” Tai hoa dang
s¢ quiat manh vao tirng diy than kinh ctia Trac Moc Cwong Ba. Sau khi tir di chi Maya tré vé,
Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing tirng c6 thoi gian chuyén nghién ctru lai lich sit Maya. Sy huy diét
cda nén vian minh nay ciing than bi hét nhw sy ra doi cia n6 vay, twa hé nhw day 1a mot nén
van minh tw dwng xuit hién, roi sau dé lai tw dwng bién mat viy. C6 chuyén gia khao t6 tirng
noéi: “La mot Ian mAt mat van hoa triét dé€ nhat, toan dién nhit trong lich st loai nguoi.”

Cac chuyén gia c6 uy tin dwa ra nhiéu gia thiét khac nhau, nhung déu khong cé strc thuyét
phuc. Khong ai giai thich dwogc tai sao ngwdi Maya lai bo hét cac thanh tri, réi lam thé nao lai
mat ca nén van minh. Chi biét rang thoi gian xay ra sw kién nay dai khai vao khoang nim
800 sau Cong nguyén. Biy gi®, nhitng ngwdi Maya ma nguoi doi sau cho la nhan dwoc tri
thirc tir ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh iy twa nhw dwoc thin linh hiéu triéu, 1 lwot roi khoi nhirng
thanh tri hung vi tién vao rirng siu ram rap day da thd, 4n minh rat ky. Khi xuit hién trd lai
trueérc mat ngwoi doi, ngudi Maya da bién thanh mot ddm nguwoi nguyén thiy st dung cong
cu d4, mac 4o da thu, dd quén mit nén van minh ctia minh, hoan toan khdng hé hay biét vé
mot thud xa xwa huy hoang chéi loi. P&n néi may tram nim sau, ngudi phwong Tay khi phat
hién ra di chi Maya c6 dai vAn khong chiu tin rang nhirng kién truc ton tai nhw ky tich 4y lai
do mdt ddm ngudi dn 16ng & 16, d6t ray gieo hat kién tao nén.

Gido sw Phwong Tan dwa mat nhin Trac Moc Cuwdng Ba, chi thiy ga 14t gio xem hét trang
s6 cudi cung roi dirng ngan ra d6 khong néi mot 1&, twa nhw dang suy tw. Ong lai diém dam
ndi: “Hai sw viéc nhin bé ngoai c6 vé hoan toan khong lién quan dén nhau, ky thwec lai c6 moi
lién hé khong thé tach roi. Pia cung Ahezt d6 c6 thé khién gido quan va dai sw A La coi trong
nhu vay, sao lai c6 thé ndi la khéng c6 can hé gi nhiéu dén cong cudc tim kiém Bac Ba La
than miéu co ch?”
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Trac Méc Cwong Ba dang suy tw, trong dau 6c 1an lwot hién 1én hinh d&nh 4m trin trong
tang dwdi cung cua dia cung Ahezt, nti xac chét trong Pao Huyén Khong tw, dong xac khé &
C6 Cach, con ca huyét tri nira, nhirng thir nay dwong nhw cé mot soi diy vo hinh néi lién véi
nhau. G biét, ddu moi clia soi diy co6 thé chinh la & trong Bac Ba La than miéu than bi kia.
Luc nay, gd méi hiéu dung y ctia gido sw Phwong Tan khi 6ng bao ga can phai nhin lai di tich
c6 Maya, gido sw dang néi véi ga, day la mot dau mai cwe ky quan trong da bi nhitng nhém
tham hiém khac bé qua, néu khong thé ndm bit dwoc, néi khong chirng cd nhom cia ga
cling chi c6 thé budéc theo vét xe clia nhitng nhém truy tim Bac Ba La di trwedc ma thoi.
Trong mit 4nh ngdi lén nhitng tia sadng hy vong, ga chan thanh noi: “Thay gido, toi hiéu roi.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan noéi: “Vy la tét nhat réi, mac du n6i Bac Ba La than miéu khong phai
la muc tiéu tim ki€ém cuéi cung ctia ciu, nhwng dén gan than miéu mot buéc, cling cé nghia
la tién gan dén chién ngao thém mot buwdc. Phai roi, cdu con nhé twong thin hinh nguu dau
ma ma lan trwdc ching ta thay trong dia cung Ahezt khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba sao cé thé quén dwoc, & ting nao twong than iy ciing xuat hién, thim
chi con & noi trung tAm nht va ngang hang véi than Ran tdi cao cia ngudi Kukuer. Nhung
ga cling biét, dwong nhw khong thé tim dwoc tw liéu nao lién quan dén twong thin doé ca.
Gio nghe gido sw Phwong Tan nhic dén, ga khong khoi budt miéng thét 1én: “Do 1a than gi
vay?”

Gido sw Phwong TAn mim cwoi than bi: “Co quan hé rat mat thiét véi cdu diy nhé.” Thiy
nét mat ndng né cia Trac Mdc Cuong Ba, 6ng doan la ga khong nghi ra dworc, lai goi y thém:
“C6 quan hé rat chit ché véi cong viéc cla ciu...” Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhiu may, van khong
thé nghi ra. Gido sw danh mim cwoi noéi: “La thin Chd.”

“Than... thin Ché?” Trac Moc Cwong Ba hét strc kinh ngac, b6 dang nhw thé ma goi la ché
dwoc w?

Gido sw Phwong Tan nghiém mat noi: “Cac chuyén gia da nhiéu lan phén tich khao ching,
cudi cung xac dinh d6 chinh la than Ché trong tim tri ngwoi Maya. Than Ché ‘Huluter’ la anh
em rudt v&i than Kukulcan, than t6i cao clia ngwdi Maya, hang ngay than phu trach 14y mat
troi dwdi dia nguc ning 1én bau troi, dén dém lai dwa mat troi tré vé dia nguc. Trong tin
nguwdng ciia mot sd ngudi Maya, than cho thuc sw ¢6 dia vi chi cao ngang hang v&i than Ran
Kukulcan. Vi than nay chi dwgc lwu truyén & mét sé6 vung nhat dinh, twong hay hinh anh rat
it, hon nira hdu hét nhitng twong khai quit dwoc cho dén thoi diém nay déu la twong bon
chan nang chén, birc ma chung ta quay dwgec, c6 1é 1a birc duy nhat thé hién thin Cho & tw
thé dirng. Tuy nhién, & nhitng noi khac, twgng than Ché va thin Ran Kukulcan déu dwoc dat
tach roi, van c6 khac biét nhit dinh vé dang cip. Chi c6 ngwdi Maya trong Bach thanh mai
dat than Ché & dia vi quan trong nhw thé. V& mat nay, co 1é bén trong con méi lién hé gi dé
nira.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nghi ngoi gidy lat roi néi: “Thiy gido, y thdy mudn néi la c6 lién quan
dén vi st gia kia phai khéng?” Ga biét, trén dit Tang nay, cic dia phwong khac nhau cé
nhitng cau chuyén than thoai khé&i nguyén khac nhau, dai da s6 dan Tang cho rang té tién
cta ho 1a khi, cling c6 nguwdi nhin chd, hay ca ca nira lam td tién. Néu nhw vi st gia kia c6 dia
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vi v cung cao trong tAm tri ngwoi Maya, thi rat cé kha nang tin nguwdng clia dng ta cling
dwoc ngwoi Maya phong dai dé cao 1én.

Gido sw Phwong Tan gat dau: “Pung thé, téi suy doan nhw vay diy. Vi st gia kia rot cudc
da lam gi & chdu My? Loi nguyén ma nguwdi Maya ciling biét kia 1a nhw thé nao? Bén trong dé
c6 ngan van méi day lién hé v&i nhau, toi tin néu ching ta c6 thé thdo g& nhirng lién hé nay,
chac han sé gidp ich rit nhiéu cho cong viéc tim kiém Bac Ba La than miéu d6. Trwdc mat
thi cac ban bé chuyén gia nwéc ngoai ma t6i tim dwoc, c6 mét nhém dang giai dich thi van
bia kho6 hiéu kia, ngoai ra con mot nhém chuyén nghién ctru nhirng birc bich hoa than bi
trong dia cung. Con nh& bikc tranh trong ling tim cua vi vua Maya 4y khong? Cac chuyén
gia nwdc ngoai dwong nhw da tim dwoc diém dét pha, khong biét ho sé mang dén cho ching
ta niém vui bat ngo gi niva diy. Con nira, cac didu méi khac ciling quan trong nhw vay ca, cac
tw liéu 14y dwoc trong Pao Huyén Khong dwong nhién 1a rit quy trong, ma trong thon Céng
B8 chic chan cling van con kha nhiéu thong tin 4n gidu. Cwdng Ba 3, c6 vé sttc khoe ciu da
h6i phuc r6i, khong can ngay nao cling & day véi toi nira, hay di diéu tra nhirng ddu mai bi
xem nhe 4y di. Cho toi biét, trwdc mat cu c6 dw dinh gi khéng?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ndi: “Toi dinh vé nha mot chuyén trudc di, hdi a ba xem chuyén
Thanh s kia 1a nhw thé nao, xem gia toc ching t6i va Bac Ba La thin miéu rot cudc la c6
quan hé gi khéng. Sau d6, sau dé t6i sé dén thon Cong B bao cho ho biét viéc cia ba Cat.”

Gido sw gat dau néi: “U'm, vay la tot nhat, cau phai tranh thi, néu bt dau huan luyén hoi
phuc kiéu khép kin thi khong con thoi gian dau.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba ciing gat dau: “Vay dwoc roi, toi sé di néi véi Lir CAnh Nam mot
tiéng.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba néi chuyén nay véi Lir Canh Nam, khong ngo c6 lai 14p tic dong y
ludn, hon nita con tuyén bd rang hién nay tinh hinh hoi phuc cia moi ngudi déu rat tdt,
cong viéc dé dang ciing gin hoan thanh roi, nén tat ca déu dwoc nghi mot tuin, moi ngudi
c6 thé nhan khoadng thoi gian ndy ma di 1am nhirng chuyén minh mudn lam. Mdi ngudi déu
c6 viéc riéng cua minh, Trwong Lip, Nhac Dwong chuin bi vé qué mot chuyén, sau d6 néu
con thoi gian sé vé don vi tham thi, lat ma A La sé tré lai chuia Sic Lap, con Ba Tang thi vé
nha Trac Moc Cwong Ba gip anh trai, Pwong Man mudn sang bénh vién tAm than Andrea
tham anh trai c6. Vy l1a Trac Moc Cuwong Ba ciling diéu chinh lai hanh trinh cia minh mét
chut, truéc tién sé dwa Pwong Man tré lai My, sau d6 vé nha, cudi cung méi dén thon Cong
Bo. Con gido sw Phwong Tén thi muon & lai Lhasa tié€p tuc dwdng thwong. Trac Moc Cwong
Ba biét chuyén lién hoi 6ng: “Sao thiy khong sang Canada thim con trai?”

Gido sw Phwong Tan dap: “Con trai toi 1on roi, nd cling c6 chuyén riéng cia no, cé gi ma
phai tham thu ch®? Gi vac bd dang thé nay dén tham no, chang phai 12 lai khién né thém lo
cho t6i hay sao? Moi nguoi ctt di lam viéc cia moi ngwoi di, & day toi con rat nhiéu tw liéu
phai chinh ly lai, con phai giit lién lac v&i chuyén gia cic nwéc niva. Hoan canh & day ciing
t6t 1dm, khong can lo cho toi dau.”

T6i hém dé moi ngudi té chirc mdt cudc lién hoan nho nho, moi ca dodi tredng H6 Dwong,
cac bac si phu trach diéu tri trong bénh vién, ngay hém sau ai di viéc ndy, con H6 Dwong &
lai vé&i giao su.
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Ng6i may bay mot ngay, cudi cung ciing dén dwoc bang Pennsylvania, nwéc My. Lic gan
dén bénh vién, DPwong Man bong thiy thip thom khong yén. C6 hy vong dwoc trong thiy
anh trai minh khée manh tré lai biét bao, nhwng lai s¢ phai thdy bénh tinh cia anh van
chwa hé khai sic, ngbi trén may bay ma c¥ ngo ngin thit thin, nhac dén anh trai 12 lai roi
nuwdc mat 13 chi, nom ndp lo 4u ¢t nhw mot chid thé con run riy. Trac Moc Cwong Ba 6m
chit 14y bo vai Pwong Man, binh tinh noéi: “Yén tAm di, em cling biét cAc phwong phap chim
s6c bénh nhan cta bénh vién 4y cuwc ky tién tién ma, anh trai em & day chic chin 1a da hoi
phuc phén nao réi, n6i khdng chirng con d hoan toan binh phuc réi y chix.”

“Xin 16i, thua c6, anh trai c6 da dwoc ngudi ta don ra khéi bénh vién nay tir nira ndm
trude roi!” Khong ngo, ciu tra loi cia bénh vién giang cho ho mot don phi diu choang
vang.

“Cai gi? Co noi céi gi? Chac chdn 1a nham roi! Co tra lai cho rd di, anh trai toi tén 1a DPwong
Tho, Tang, Tao, phién 4m viét thé nay nay, c6 nhin ré chwa. Ngoai t6i ra, anh trai t6i khong
c6 ngwoi than truc hé no niva ma.” Pudng Man lo 1ang dén sip phat khoc 1én.

Co y ta tw van khang dinh: “Khoéng sai, 1a Pwong Tho, ngudi Trung Qudc, hai muoi bay
tudi, cao mot mét bay, ndng tdm muwoi sau can. Pay la dnh cda anh dy, c6 ding khong? Dé toi
xem nao, da dwoc don di tir bay thang truwérce.”

Puong Man bién sic, toan thAn mém nhiin khéng con chut strc lwc nao, sap ngdi phich
xudng dat thi dwoc Trac Moc Cwong Ba da nhanh tay d& diy. Ga nghiém giong hoi: “Theo
quy ché ctia bénh vién cac ¢, mdi khi cadc bénh nhan dang Gy thac cham séc hoan toan xuit
vién chuyén vién, hodc bénh tinh c6 bién chuyén, déu can phai bio cho nguoi than truc hé
ma. Tai sao chung t6i khong nhin dwgc bat cir thong bao gi vay?”

CO y ta tw vAn nhiu may ndi: “Thé nay nhé, xin ché lo 1dng, d€ tdi tra lai gitup hai nguoi.
Puwong... Tho, a, & diy nay, moi xem...” Co y ta tw van chi vao so liéu trong may tinh, néi: “Khi
d6 nguwoi ta trinh céng van trwc ti€p cia Vién Kiém sat, 1ay tw cach la ngwoi gidm hd phap
dinh duy nhat cia Pwong Tho ma dwa anh ta di, bénh vién ching téi khéng c6 quyén can
thiép. Con viéc thong bao vé&i than nhan trwc hé cua nguwoi bénh, vi phia bén kia la nguoi
gidm ho do phap luit chi dinh, thé nén viéc thong bao véi nhirng thin nhan khac cua nguoi
bénh da khong con nam trong pham vi trach nhiém ctia bénh vién ching toi ntra.”

Trén man hinh may tinh hién ra mét van ban phap luat, bén trén viét ré quyén loi va
nghia vu cia ngwoi giam ho, cudi cung la mot chir ky nhw rong bay phwong mda, 16i viét rat
ky quai. Trdc Moc Cuwong Ba sam soi mot hoéi 1au méi c6 phan &ng. D6 la phién am tiéng
Trung cta chit “Cuwong Ba” chir khong phai tiéng Anh. Ga ngdn ra mat mdt lic, khong biét la
ai da gi¢ tro dua ac. Pudng Man ¢ vét vat héi: “Vay cd con nhé 12 ngudi ndo da dwa anh
trai toi di khong?”

CO y t4 tw van thoang ban than, roi 4y ndy dap: “Xin 16i, hinh nhw hém 4y khong phai ca
truc cua toi, toi khong nhé dwoc. Toi cb thé gitip hai ngwoi kiém tra lai trong danh sach ky
tén ctia bénh vién. A, 1a chit ky cia bac si Owen.”

Puwong Man gat dau néi: “Toi biét roi, cAm on cd, tién cd cho hdi luén, hém nay bac si
Owen c6 di lam khong vay?”
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Cé y ta kiém tra trong may tinh, roi git dau dap: “Cé, 6ng dy dang & day.”

Bac si Owen la bac si cht quan ctia Pwong Tho, phu trach viéc tri liéu tam ly. Trong phong
lam viéc, Trac Moc Cwdng Ba va Pudng Man da gip dwoc vi bac si trung nién c¢6 mai toc 14m
tdm diém bac trudc tudi nay. Sau khi nghe ho ndi muc dich, bac si Owen trim ngdm nh¢ lai,
roi dot nhién kéu lén: “A, tdi nhé ra roi, anh trai cd chinh 1a ngwdi Trung Qudc mai van
khong c6 chuyén bién chit nao. Pung viy, theo quan sat cta tbi, tinh than cta anh 4y khong
hé c6 chuyén bién tét 1én. Lic anh ta dwoc dwa ra khéi vién va lac 6 roi khéi diy, bénh tinh
vé co ban la khong cé gi thay doi. C6 1€ chinh vi viy nén cac vi méi nghi dén viéc d6i bénh
vién khac phai khong? Nhung thwc la ching téi da 1am hét sitrc roi. Toi c6 cam giac, cin bénh
clia anh trai ¢c6 dwong nhw thudc dang nghiém trong nh4t. Moi IAn chdng tdi tién hanh thoi
mién hong mé& tiém thirc, anh ay déu toé ra cwc ky khép kin, can ban khong thé doan biét
dwoc ndi tAm anh Ay c6 nhitng gi. Cac bién phap tri liéu thong thwong déu khong c6 hiéu
qud, cac tic dung phu cta thudc ciing khéng xay ra trén co thé anh iy, diy dung la mot
treong hop khong thé tin n6i. Cai gi? Anh chi mudn biét ai da dwa anh ta di ha? Noéi vay 1a
anh chi khong hé biét anh ta da roi khéi bénh vién? Chuyén nay la nhw thé nao? Hém dé
ngudi kia con dwa ra ca gidy cua Vién Kiém sat co ma, sao anh chi lai khong biét chuyén nay
dugc? DE toi nghi lai xem nao, ngudi dé cao xap xi bang toi, khodng mot mét chin, dau rat
to, con c6 miy nguoi niva di cung, hinh nhw 1a quan nhén, bon ho déu mic quan phuc..."
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I4 I4 ? Vd = ?
Dap an cua tri gia
Nghe béc sT Owen ta xong, Trac Moc Cwong Ba va Pwong Man déu lanh ca nguwoi. Nguoi
ma bac si Owen vira ndi dén khong phai chinh 1a ké d6i dau ctia ho thi con ai vao day duoc
nira? Hoéi han thém mAay lwot nita, Trac Moc Cwdng Ba lai cang khang dinh ké d6 chinh 1a
Ben. Khoang thoi gian do cling chinh 1a lic Ben bién méat & Trung Qudc, con ho thi dén Nam
My tdp huin, tinh hinh that v6 cting té hai. Bon gi thit sw qua so ¥, bén phia minh da diéu
tra vé Ben vay thi bon han chic chan ciing c6 diéu tra vé nhitng ngudi bén phia ga. Nhat
dinh 13 hin da biét dwoc chuyén clia anh trai Pudng MAan tir ngudn nao dé. Bon han da bat
nguoi dién & Méng Ha di, vay thi khéng cé gi lai bé qua Pwong Tho, sao ga khéng nghi dén
chuyén nay kia ch. M3c du tinh thin DPwong Tho c6 van dé, nhwng chwa chac 1a da khong
thé héi ra dwoc diéu gi d6 tir miéng anh ta.

Puwong Man da nhuw chim s¢ canh cong, toan than run riy, muén khoc téi noi nhung lai
khong 14y dau ra nwéc mat. Trac Moc Cudng Ba chi con biét diu dang an ti. Khoanh khic 4y,
Puwong Man sao ma yéu ¢t mong manh, c6 nép ngudi vao long Trac Moc Cwdng Ba néc 1én:
“Lam sao bay gio? Chung ta phai lam thé nao bay gio?”

Trac Moc Cudrng Ba nghiém nghi dirng thing ngudi 1én, ndi: “Yén tAm di, anh nhat dinh sé
tim dwoc anh trai em vé. Gio ching ta bdo canh sat trwdc da, nho ho gitp stirc diéu tra xem
& diy con dau moi gi khong. S& khong xay ra chuyén gi dau.” Pudrng Man dwa sat ngudi vao
doi bo vai khde manh, 4nh mat 16 ro vé s¢ hii bat an, chi lo sé lai mat di ngwdi than duy
nhit nay nira.

biéu tra xét hoi mat hai ngay troi, thoi gian nghi da hét qua ntra ma Trac Moc Cuong Ba
van chwa vé dwoc dén nha. Pudng Man dén S& Canh sat cung cip cac dau mdi khac nhau, ga
cling chang gitp d& gi duwgc. Dén hom thit ba, cAc cong viéc gidy to da hoan tit, moi thong
tin chi ti€t déu da giao hét ca cho phia canh sat, Trac Moc Cwong Ba méi wém hoi: “Ho co
thong tin gi vé anh trai em la sé bao lai ngay lap tirc, hay chiing ta vé nha truwédc nhé?”

Puwong Man cang thém hao gy so véi truede, nhin yéu ¢t mong manh vo cling, nhung gitra
hai hang 16ng may thanh td di din ngung tu lai vé kién cwong, co 1ac dau dap: “Khong, em
muon & lai thém mét hai ngay nira, dé quay lai bénh vién xem con dau moi gi khac khong,
néi khong chirng con cé gi nita thi sao. Hay la anh vé trwéc di, em mudn & mot minh. Yén
tAm di, em s& cham sdc tét cho ban than ma...” Ndi xong, Pudng Man nhin thing vao mat
Trac Moc Cwong Ba, 4anh mét trong veo rang ngdi, gidng nhw ¢d con gai nhé dang nai ni cha
minh chuyén gi do vay.

Trac Moc Cudng Ba thé dai thAm nhu: “Da dén lic d€ Man Man doc 1ap d6i mit véi mot
sO sw viéc roi, nhitng chuyén minh da 1am trwdc day, chang phai chinh 1a d€ c6 4y thém kién
cwong, thém tw 14p dé hay sao?” Nghi doan gi git dau ndi: “Pwoc roi, vay thi anh sé vé
trwedc. Nhé goi dién thoai, cham séc tot cho minh, néu phat hién hanh tung ciua bon Ben,
ngan van lan ché c¢6 mao hiém...” Ga lai néi thém rit nhiéu loi khuyén ran an i, réi maéi
quyén luyén tir biét Pwong Man, mot minh tré vé nha & thon Dat Ngda N6 Thé.
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Pwgc me Mai Péa 4n can hoi han, Trac Méc Cwong Ba lai tré vé véi cdm gidc gia dinh 4m
ap, ca nha hoa thuin vui vé ng6i an mot bira tdi thinh soan v&i nhau. Sau dé Trac Moc
Cuong Ba dén phong Dirc Nhan ldo gia, bay té thic mac bAy 1au trong long ga: “A ba, con vé
nha lan nay 1a muon hdi mot chuyén, trong gia tdc nha ta, c6 ngwdi nao c¢6 than phan Thanh
str gi d6 khong vay?”

“Thanh st? La lam gi vAy?” Ptrc Nhin lio gia kién thirc quang bac tinh thdm ciing 14y 1am
nghi hodc nhin con trai minh.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba dap: “La mot than phan rat dic thy, cé lién quan dén mot ton gido cod
xwa da bién mat trén dit Tay Tang ching ta.” K& do, ga lién ké so lwge nhirng chuyén minh
gdp phai trong khoang th&i gian vira roi cho cha nghe, dic biét nhidn manh dén Canh clra
Sinh ménh & thon Cong B6 va nhitng chuyén vé tén gido than bi kia trong Pdo Huyén Khong
tw, ké xong thi dém da vé khuya roi.

DPirc Nhan ldo gia nhiu may néi: “Ton gido ma con néi dén, hinh nhw c6 quan hé véi ca
Mét tong Tay Tang va Ban gido c6 dai. Ttr cac kién tric cung dién va thién phong tu hanh kia
c6 thé thay, diy la mot ton gido rat ghé gm, sao trong lich str lai khong c6 tw liéu gi lwu lai
nhi? Con trai, c6 vé nhw con rit ho nghi vé than phin nay thi phai, nhuwng ta c6 thé xac dinh
chac chdn v&i con mot diéu, gia tdc nha ta va ton gido than bi kia khong c6 bat ci lién hé
nao. Tir khi c6 gia pha dén nay, gia toc nha ta van chi dinh cw & mién TAy Nam dat Tang nay,
ngoai Phit gido ra, thi chwa tirng ti€p xdc vdi bat clr ton gido nao khac ca.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét, gia pha nha ga bat ddu dwoc chép tlr hai trdm ndm trudec, con
thoi Ky truedre dé niva thi khéng thé khao chirng dworc.

Dbirc Nhan l3o gia lai néi: “Phai nhé cho rd, cac con con tiép tuc diéu tra thi phai can thin
hon nita. Ta von cho rang Bac Ba La thadn miéu chi 12 mo6t noi chon gidu cac kinh dién Phat
gido tir T&¢ Phwong miéu chuyén dén, khéng ngo lai con lién quan dén ca gido phai khac
nira. C6 1€ tai thoi diém diét Phat dé, dé bao toan nhirng Phit dién chi cao, cac ting lir khong
thé khong Gy khuat ciu toan ma hop tac véi mot ton gido khac nira. Con nghe cho ré day,
mac du tén gido d6 da tirng rat 16n manh, nhwng gido ly cua n6é nhat dinh trai nguwoc véi
Phit phap, n6 la mot thir ton gido ta Ac, tir cac twong Phat va co quan cda ho cé thé thiy,
nhitng ngwoi nay khéng dé xwéng vang sinh, ma khat vong dwoc vinh sinh bat diét, 1dy
minh ra so v&i Phat, ton gido nay chinh 1a bong t8i, 1a hac 4m. Sau nay khi tiép xic véi sw vat
cda ton gido nay, con nhat dinh phai hét sirc can thin, ché nén cham vao, cang khéng nén
thir tim hiéu ching lam gi, n6i khéng chirng con hai ngwoc lai con. Bon ho dot nhién bién
mat, c6 1é chinh la do ban chit ta ac ctia ho d6.”

Trac Méc Cwong Ba néi: “Nhwng ma a ba 3, ton gido 4y da bién mat cd ngan nam nay,
nhitng thir ho dé lai chdng qua chi 1a mot khao chirng lich st, tai sao chi dwa vao nhitng thi
4y ma da cho rang ho ta 4c dwoc?”

Pirc Nhan lao gia néi: “0’'m, mic du tir nhd con da bi bit hoc thudc long ¢6 kinh Ninh M3,
nhung con 1a dira ching c6 hirng thd gi véi Phat hoc hét, tw nhién 1a khong biét rat nhiéu
diéu lién quan dén ton gido. Ching han nhw nhitng twong Phat ma con va moi ngudi nhin
th4y do, con ciing biét rdi, d6 12 hung Phat ba mit, nhung con c6 biét, trong gido ly cia Phat
gido, ba méit dai biéu cho thir gi khong? Dai biéu cho doa lac ddy, nhitng hung Phat 4y, thong
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thwong chi xuat hién & chén Pia nguc dé tran ap 1i ac quy thoi, nén con ¢ thé goi la minh
(u tbi) Phat, Phit tir bi chin chinh déu khéng bao gitr dwoc tao hinh nhw thé ca. Hon nira,
nhitng twong Phat iy trong Man Pa La cia Mat téng ciing la twong trng cia khat mau va
tan sat sinh linh, Quy T&* MAu, Hoan Hi Thién, Hic Pia MAu Than, bon ho vén déu 1a nhitng
hung than dwoc Phit t6 cdm héa, nhwng nhitng twong cac con nhin thiy dé déu la twong
ban tén cda ho, diéu nay cé y nghia gi?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lac dau khong noi gi, nghe cha minh dich ra, ga méi biét tén ctia may
pho twong Phit trong Canh ctra Sinh ménh déu la nhirng cai tén quen thudc trong Phit gido,
chi 12 nhitng birc twong 4y déu qua doi ghé ron khing b, qua thwc 1a khong thé nao lién hé
dén nhirng cai tén kia cho noi.

Pirc Nhan lao gia thé dai néi: “Néu con mudn biét thi ta cling khong ngai ma néi cho con
biét. Trong Phat dién, Quy T Mau 1a hung than an thit tré con, ban than ba ta c6 nam tram
con, moi ngdy in thit ba nghin dra tré chdn nhan gian. D€ cdm hoa Quy Tk MAu, Phat t6 da
dung Phat phéap vo bién gidu mot dira con cta ba ta di. Quy T Mau hét sirc lo 1ng, lién dén
khan cau Phét to gitip minh tim lai con trai. Phit t6 bén néi: Hom nay ngwoi mat di mot dira
con da cudng cudng lo lang nhw vay, thé nhirng dra tré bi ngwoi dn thit thi sao? Me cla
ching s& nhu thé nao? Vay 1a Quy T MAu lién thirc tinh ma quy y Phat phap, tré thanh Bd
Tat bao vé tré em.”

Trac Moc Cwdng Ba néi: “Vay thi... vi Phat nay cling dau c6 té lam.”

Dirc Nhan lo gia lac dau: “D6 1a ghi chép trong Phat dién va sau khi Phat héa, con ban tén
Quy T MAu thi hoan toan khong phai nhw vay. Ba ta... ba ta 1a 4c quy an thit tré con dé ting
cwong sirc manh cua minh. Trong gido ly cda cac ton gidao khac, vi muén sé& hitu sirc manh
vo dich, dén ca con ciia minh ba ta ciling dn thit ludén. Quy Tk Mau twong trung cho... doan
tuyét tinh cdm, du cho 13 than nhw mAu t cling c6 thé tan sat dn thit 1an nhau. Py, méi
chinh 12 ham nghia thuc sy clia btrc twgng Quy Ttr MAu ma con trong thdy, tén tiéng Phan
clia ba ta 1a Kha Loi P& Mau. Lai néi dén Hoan Hi Thién, birc twong Hoan Hi Thién ma con
trong thiy dé twong trung cho sw budéng thd duc vong, chung liy dwgc sirc manh ngang
ngtra véi thién thin tir trong duc niém, dung stirc manh 4y dé pha hoai ngwoi khac, tao nén
tai hoa cho nhén gian. Ching khong ngirng phéng ting budng tha, roi lai khdong nglrng pha
hoai. Trwéc khi Phat gido xuit hién & An Do c6 dai, day 1a 6n thin va thin tai hoa trong cac
truyén thuyét dan gian, tén tiéng Phan 1a Ti Na Da Gia. Con birc twong ddu nguwodi minh ran
13 mot vi than d3 c6 tir trwde khi Ba La Mén gido ra doi & An Do ¢6... Na Gia ddu ngudi minh
ran, twong trung cho sw két hop véi loai thi. Thoi ¢6 dai, ddng vat c6 sttc manh 16n hon con
nguoi, song dwoc lau hon, khoe hon, hanh dong nhanh nhen hon, con c6 thé 1én troi xudng
bién, vi vy nguoi xwa ludn mong mudén dwoc giao ciu véi cac dong vat khac nhau, san sinh
ra mot thé hé sau khdée manh hon, cic twong dau ngwdi minh rin, ddu ngwoi minh ca va
diu ngudi minh ngwa déu la nhirng vi than thé hién khat khao chuyén nguwdi tha tap giao
thanh cong. Cudi ciing 1a Hic Dia MAu Than Gia Lei, day 1a mot tén khéc cta nir thin t8i cao
‘Devi’, vor than pha hoai Shiva, mot trong ba dai chi thin ctia An Do gido, biéu hién phin
dang so kinh khi€p nhat trong tinh cach ctia nit than Devi, 1a mot trong nhitng chd thin
dwoc An Do gido sung bai, hay con goi 1a nit thin Kali. Phat dién ghi chép, twéng mao cia
Hic Pia Mau Than vo ciing hung 4c, khip ngudi tuyén mot mau den, bén dau bén tay, trén
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tran c6 con mit thir ba, tay cAm cac loai binh khi khac nhau, trwéc nguc deo chudi dau lau,
lwung dat canh tay ngwoi. Vi thin ndy chuyén udng mau twoi, twong trung cho... n thit
nguoi.”

Sau khi nghe hét y nghia twong trung thuc sw cia bén pho twgng Phit trong Canh cira
Sinh ménh, sic madt Trac Moc Cuwdrng Ba bién ddi han. Néu nhirng gi cha ga ndi 1a sw that, vay
thi hai chir ‘ta ac’ tuyét d6i khong du sirc dai dién ndi cho tw twdng hat nhin cia tén gido
nay duoc.

Dbirc Nhan lao gia lai ndi ti€p: “Tuyét tinh, budng tha duc vong, tap giao véi loai thy, an
thit nguwoi, day chinh la ham nghia ma cac birc twgng con trong thiy trong gian dai dién
mau vang kim 4y dai dién. Ho tho phung ban tén cla cic hung Phét, chirng t6 khong hé cam
ngd dwoc sy tir bi vi dai ctia Phat phap, ma van hanh sy theo ban tinh hung tan. Nhirng ké
tu hanh theo ma dao, thi du tu luyén cao dén miy, ciing chi la ma than ma théi, cin ban
khong thé thiu triét dai ngd. Ho van con tham, con san, con duc, tir day c6 thé thay, ton gido
nay la mét ton gido c6 thé bat chip thu doan dé dat dwgc muc dich cia minh.”

Do6i mat Dirc Nhan ldo gia dot nhién 16e 1én 4nh nhin lanh l&o, cao giong noi: “Ma muc
dich cta ho la gi chi, 1a thoat khoi bi kich cda con ngwdi, ciu mong dwoc vinh sinh bat ti,
dat dén canh gidi chi cao vO thwong, Phat binh dang v&i ching sinh, ta tirc 12 Phat! Phat tic
la tal... Pang s¢ qua, tén giao nay qua la dang so!”

Trac M6éc Cwong Ba nhian ra mot thodng so hai trong sw gidn dit cia cha minh, lién an ai:
“Con biét roi, sau nay con tw biét cin than. Cha khéng can lo ldng qud, bon ho da tw chudc
XD

14y diét vong roi con gi.” Ngoai miéng thi n6i vy, nhwng trong long ga lai thim thay khé
chiu: “Thon Céng Bo thit sw ta ac dén thé sao?”

Dirc Nhan lio gia dan 14y lai binh tinh. Ong nhin con trai minh néi: “Con nita, ta ciing chua
tirng nghe néi dén Pao quin Anh sing kia bao gio. Nhung con khéng cdm thiy bon ho va
ton gido kia c6 quan hé rat mit thiét a?”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba lai cam thay khé hiéu, lién néi: “Theo cach néi ciia dai sw A La, ltic d6
Lang bat M3 diét Phat, bo toc Qua Ba canh giit bao vé T* Phwong miéu c6 1€ chinh la Pao
quan Anh sang. Ban than ho khong tién truwc tiép van chuyén cac bau vat trong Tt Phuwong
miéu di, vy nén méi hop tac véi ton gido than bi kia, béi vi ton gido nay vira cé tin ngudng
giong nhw Mat tong, lai c6 cd nguyén td Ban gido bén trong, nén trong giai doan diét Phat ay
khong bi chti y dén nhiéu 1dm. Quan hé giita ho chic 1a nhw vay chang?”

Pirc Nhan ldo gia khé 13c dau: “Cach thirc tim kiém théong tin cda lat ma A La, mot 1a tir cac
dién tich ton gido, hai 1a tir cac bic trwedng 130 1én tudi hon 6ng dy, nhirng thong tin nhw vay
chwa chic da chinh x4c toan bd, con nén suy nghi mot cach toan dién hon. Ta cho rang, cai
cau tén 1a Nhac Dwong kia phan tich ciing kha cé 1y, gitta Pao quan Anh sang va ton gido
than bi kia c6 1é ton tai mot moi lién hé trwc ti€p hon nhiéu.”

Trac Moc Cudng Ba da hiéu ra phian nao, nhwng lai khéng dam tin dé 1a sw thuc: “Y ctia a
ba la... Pao quan Anh sang va ton gido thin bi kia, bon ho, bon ho vén chinh 13... Khéng thé
nao dau, ton gido do ta 4&c ma dang so nhw vay, con Pao quan Anh sang da dwoc goi 1a Pao
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quan Anh sang, cé 1& 1a héa than ctia chinh nghia. Hon nita, gitta quan ddi va tén gido, c6 thé
c6 quan hé mét thiét nhw vy dwoc khong cht?”

Dbirc Nhan l3o gia giai thich: “Theo nhw ta biét, thoi ky veong triéu Tho Phon cim quyén,
quén doi da phan déu tin tho Ban gido, nhirng ldc danh trin tac chién ciing déu cé vu su cla
Ban gido dan dat, vai tro clia vu sw ciing gidng nhw quin sw hay béc si tdm Iy trong quan doi
hién nay véy, vi thé c6 mot canh quin theo tén gido than bi kia cling khéng phai chuyén gi la
lung 1am. Tuy nhién, tin ngwéng ctia ké thong tri lai khong ngirng thay ddi, vy doi quan at
cht bai dwéi quyén ho thi thé nao, tin ngwéng cia déi quin nay nén thé nao day? Puwong
nhién la can phai diéu chinh dwa theo ké théng tri minh roéi, két qua ctua hanh vi nay, rat c6
kha nang la phat trién thanh mét thé dung hop vira cé gido ly cua Ban gido, déng thoi cling
tin the Phat gido. Con cai twong trng cho chinh nghia kia 4y 3, chinh nghia 1a gi? Ké thing
chinh la chinh nghia. Chién trwong la noi c6 thé giét ngwoi mét cach hop phap, nhung véi
bAt ky ai, ta nghi strc chdn dong tinh than khi nhin th4y thi th€ dong loai minh chit day khap
mat dit cling twong doi 1én diy. Mot doi quan ma tran chién nao cling té huyét ky, néu
khong tin tho nhirng gido ly tan bao khat mau, e la danh chwa dwoc may tran thi tinh thin
da tu suy sup hét ca roi. Hon nira, mot don vi tc chién ma quan s6 khong vwot qua hai van
nguoi, lai chia thanh tirng t6 ndm ngwdi mat, con cho rang bon ho c6 thé 1a quan doi chinh
quy hay sao? Ngoai tran chién véi Twong Hung ra, lat ma A La c6 con nhic dén chién dich
trir danh nao ctia ho ntra khong?”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba lac dau dap: “Khong. Lat ma A La néi, vi mdi tran chién ho déu t&
huyét ky, nén khong c6 nhiéu st liéu ti mi 1am, trong lich sir chi c6 mot cai tén 12 quan héa
than ma thoi.”

Pirc Nhan ldo gia noi: “Vay thi ddng roéi, con nghi xem, mot dbi quan co6 bién ché co ban la
nhém nam nguoi, s& hiru nhiéu kj ning dic biét dong thoi lai ¢6 ca chién ngao phoi hop,
nhung khong hé dé lai bit c tw liéu nao trong lich stt, mot doi quan than bi nhw viy c6 kha
ning 1a quin doi chinh quy dan trin tac chién hay khong? E rang cudc chién véi Tuwong
Hung la 1an duy nhat ma ho chinh dién xuat kich d6. Néu dem tit ca nhirng dir kién nay xau
chudi vao véi nhau, Pao quan Anh sang nay, trén thwc té phai 1d mot ddi quan am sat hanh
dong trong béng t6i méi dung!” Néu Merkin c¢6 mit & day, chac rang hin ciling phai than
phuc nhirng phan tich nay ctia Dirc Nhin lio gia dén sat dat, bdi vi nhirng gi 6ng noi vira hay
lai hét strc phu hop véi ham nghia cda chién huy kia. Ban linh truec ti€p nhin thiu dwoc ban
chit cla sw vat nay, Ben cling chi c6 thé thé dai ma ty than khong bang ma thai.

Thiy Trac Mdc Cwong Ba ngin ra, Dirc Nhan ldo gia lai tiép lod: “Con nghi tiép di, néu
ding nhw lat ma A La di néi, Pao quan Anh sang nay la vo dich, vy thi ho con phai mwon
strc nguoi khac dé van chuyén bao vit trong miy ngoi thin miéu di hay sao? Cang hudng
h6, ho chinh la nhitng ngu¢i bao vé may ngdi miéu dé.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba tram ngam suy tu: “Cling c6 nghia 13, can ban chiang c6 ton gido than
bi gi hét, ton gido 4y, chinh 1a Pao quin Anh sang. Nhac Dwong di néi ding.”

Dtrc Nhan l3o gia ngwdc mat nhin Trac Moc Cwong Ba, au lo ndi: “Cudng Ba 3, Ian nay con
tré vé da thay doi rat nhiéu, ta phat hién, tri nh&, nang lwc phan tich cling nhw tw duy logic
cda con dwong nhw déu gidm sut rat nhiéu. Trwéc diy, con ludn c6 phan dodn cda riéng
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minh, c6 nang lwc phén tich toan cuc chir dau cé nghe gi tin ny nhw viy. TAm tw cta con, c6
phai da dit & noi khac roi hay khong?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba khé chan dong trong long: “Khong...”

birc Nhin ldo gia thé dai: “Ta biét, chuyén cta Anh giy cho con vét thwong rit 16n, sau
nay con da c6 thé ving minh thoat ra khéi ndi dau, tap trung toan bd tinh than vao cong
viéc, ta cling cho rang vay 1a chinh x4c. Thé nhung ta khong hiéu sao con lai dot nhién nhiét
tdm v&i Bac Ba La than miéu nhw vy, xwa nay con diu cé bi€u hién hirng thd nhw vay véi
ton gido dau. Cho ta biét di, rot cudc 1a con muon tim kiém thi gi vay?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba thoang ban than, mdc du ga chwa tirng néi védi cha vé y d6 tim kiém
chién ngao ctiia minh, nhwng gi¢ Plrc Nhan lao gia da hoi dén, ga cling khéng dam che giau,
danh néi ra suy nghi thwc sy cia minh.

Pirc Nhan ldo gia tram tu: “Um... T Ky Lan ha? Nhw vay c6 nghia 13, né & cing mot chd
vé&i Bac Ba La than miéu ha?”

Trac Moc Cuong Ba voi néi: “Vang thwa cha. Con nghi c6 1& n6 1a than thia bao vé Bac Ba
La than miéu, c thé doi nay ti€p néi doi khac.” Khong thdy cha birng birng noi gidn, trong
long Trac Moc Cwong Ba thoang hién 1én mot tia hy vong.

Dbirc Nhan ldo gia trim ngdm mot héi lau réi méi cat tiéng hoi: “Cwong Ba, néi cho ta biét,
néu tim thay T Ky Lan, con sé lam gi?”

Trac Mdc Cwong Ba lai ngdn nguwoi ra, phai roi, néu tim dwoc T Ky Lan, g nén lam gi
tiép theo day? Trac Moc Cwong Ba xwa nay chwa tirng nghi dén van dé nay bao gio. Trong
tiém thirc ctia ga, tw nhién la sé danh thu6c mé, dong thung, roéi tip huan va nudi dudng roi
tré thanh cho ngao giong trong co s& nudi luyén danh khuyén Thién Sw ctia gi. Néu ndi con
c6 suy nghi ndo cao thwong hon nita, vay thi chac chin 1a mé hop bao, tuyén bd véi toan thé
gi¢i vé sw ton tai cia gidng vat siéu cAp T Ky Lan, sau d6 di khap thé gi¢i trién 1am, t6 chirc
hoi cho vé loai ché. Nhwng sau mot thoi gian hudn luyén dac biét, gin nhw ngay nao ciing
phai vat16n v&i tir than, khién cach nhin ctia ga d6i véi sw song da c6 nhirng thay doi vé mat
ban chit. D6 du sao ciing 12 méit xich cudi ciing trong chudi sinh vt ma, ban than gi sé doi
mat véi né thé nao day, sé doi dai véi né nhw véi vua séi w? Pung vay, phai doi dai véi nd
nhw v&i vua séi vay.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba trdm ngdm dap: “Con sé gitr tinh htru nghi véi né, dé ca nhan loai biét
dwoc sy ton tai cdia n6, dong thoi cling cho né hoa nhap véi xa hoi ctia loai ngwdi. Con nghi,
ching con sé& tré thanh ban bé séng chét c6 nhau dwoc.” Ga nghi rang dap 4n nay c6 1& sé
khién cha minh hai long.

Khong ngd Dirc Nhan 1o gia lai n& mét nu cwdi chAm biém, k€ dé chuyén sang vé thwong
hai: “Hoa nhap véi xa hoi loai ngwoi w? Suy nghi van con nong can 1am. Hiy, day 1a suy nghi
clia con véi tw cAch mdot con ngudi ding khong, chic chin con nghi rang, 1am dwoc nhw vay
da 12 rat t6t roi phai khong. VAy con di bao gior nghi rang, néu bao con hoa nhap véi xa hoi
cda ru6i nhdng, con sé cam thay thé nao chwa? Con nhiu may, b&i vi con thay ghé tém. Dling
thé, con c6 suy nghi dd, 1a béi thAm tAm con cho rang xa hoi loai ngwoi 1a wu viét nhat, 12 tét
nhit. Nhung con c¢6 tirng nghi rang, xa hoi t6t nhit, wu viét nhat trong tAm tri T Ky Lan 12
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nhw thé nao chwa? Troi cao chim bay lwon, bién rong ca viy viung, Cudng Ba 3, néu con
muon thwe sy hiéu mot giong vat khac, thi con phai tir bo y nghi minh la moét con nguwoi di,
hay ding tw thai nguyén thiy nhit clia sinh ménh ma thang than d6i mat, nhw vay thi mai
nhin dwoc sy dong thuln clta cac giong vat khac nhau. Xa héi cda loai nguwoi... thwe ra, xa
hoi ma loai ngwdi thoi vién c6 sinh séng, 1a mot xa hoi hai hoa gobm nhiéu giéng loai khac
nhau cling ton tai, con ngwoi, chang qua chi 1d mot thanh vién trong dé ma thdi. Theo con
thi ngwoi Qua Ba séng chung v&i s6i 1a nhw thé nao? Chi khi nao con thwce sw hiéu dwoc thé
nao la séng chung v&i séi, thi méi cé thé thwe sy hiéu thong dwoc ham nghia ciua nhirng gi
ta n6i ngay hém nay.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba qua thwe khong thé hiéu néi, g thAm nhd: “Tr bé suy nghi minh la
mot con ngwdi? Néu ta khong phai la nguwoi, vy thi ta la gi day?”

Dirc Nhan ldo gia néi: “Pirng voi, nghi khong thong thi tir tir ma nghi. Ta v6n twdng rang
day chi la mé6t chuyén huyén do mo ho, cd nghin ndm nay da cé vo s6 nguoi di tim kiém Bac
Ba La r6i ma c6 ai thanh cong dau, thit khéng ngd cac con lai tim thady ddu mdi quan trong
nhu vay. Puoc roi, néu con sap phai dén lanh dia cia ngudi Qua Ba tim ki€m Tt Ky Lan, vy
thi c6 mot so thir ta khéng thé khéng cho con biét dwoc, di theo ta nao.”

Ptrc Nhan ldo gia dirng 1én bwdc vao nha trong, Trac Moc Cwong Ba cling di theo, day la
phong ngl cua cha ga. Pirc Nhan l3o gia dirng lai treéc mot chiéc ti bang go hach dao. Trac
Mo6c Cwong Ba thoang dong tdm, chiéc ti nay vo cung thin thudc véi gi, hoi nho ga da coi
né nhw chiéc rwong bao vat, mdi khi c6 quy khach ghé thim, cha ga lai 14y tir trong dé ra
nhitng vat trang strc sang lap lanh, sau khi deo 1én, 6ng lién toat 1én mdt vé uy nghiém bat
kha xam pham. Em gai ga thi lai cang thich cai ti nay hon nira.

Déa sen hong né rod trén ti van sinh ddong nhw xwa, nhwng ky tc thud thiéu thoi da tré
thanh qua kht. Gior day Trac Moc Cwong Ba hiéu rat ro, nhirng thi dé bén trong chiéc tu
nay déu vo6 cung quy gia, ty nhw cudn c6 kinh Ninh Ma ma hoi xwa gi nhin thay 1a mu6n nga
gior da la quoc bao cua Trung Qudc roi. Ga thuce sw khong sao hiéu noi, bau vat dé & noi noi
bit thé nay, tai sao ddm trém cuwdp kia lai khong dén ma trom ma cwédp di, lai c gid ra
nhirng thd doan thap hén dd, nghi dén day, ga chot thdy nhw c6 mot miii dao ddm vao tim
minh. Chiéc ti m& ra, dip vao mat Trac Moc Cwong Ba trwdc tién 1a goc phia trén bén phai,
noi dé c6 mot cai hop vudng nhé son den thi€p vang, bén trong dit Bat bao cat twong bang
vang, dé 1a 18 vat ma vo ga danh ting riéng cho a ba trong 1an dau tién vé nha sau khi két
hon, vat con d6 ma ngudi thi da moi ngd mdi noi. Cai ngin & gitra kia von 1a dé ¢6 kinh Ninh
M3, cai trap dwng kinh thi a ba da tang cho ga, con kinh sach thi tdng cho nha nwéc, hoi nhd,
ctr mdi 1an cha ga mé cai ngin 4y ra 1a gi lai thdy nhirc hét ca dau. Goc bén trai phia dwdi,
Trac Moc Cudng Ba li€c nhin mdt cadch ban niang, manh vai dé van con, bén trong 4y vén boc
mot miéng ngoc bich 1& vat ciia thwong s Pa Nhan Kim Cwong, bi em gai vo y danh vér 1am
tdm manh, réi nan ni g nhan toi thay, chi s¢ dén gi® a ba van con twéng 1a ga danh v
manh ngoc iy cling khéng chirng.

Bao nhiéu d6 vat trong nha ga déu mang theo ky trc ctia qua khit, mdi 1an nhin thiy 12 lai
goi nhé, du xa cach cd mét thoi gian dai cling khong thé xua di noi. Py cling 1a mét nguyén
nhan khién Trac Mdéc Cwdng Ba khong thwdng xuyén vé nha cho lam.
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Trong lic Trac Méc Cwong Ba chim vao nhirng hoi &rc, Dlrc Nhan ldo gia da 14y trong td ra
mdt chdong nhitng tdm tham trong nhw ném ngbi. Ong trai phang ching ra, khong ngd ddy
lai 1a nhitng birc thangka khac nhau, hinh vé dwgc db6 trén lua hoa, trwée tién dung gidy da
trau day chac dinh chit vao lua hoa, sau d6 boc bén ngoai mot 16p to vang, tAm lua mau den
da hoi nga sang vang phoi bay ra lich str 1au doi cia né.

Nhitng tim thangka nay dwong nhw da dwoc xi ly déc biét, to 16t toan bé thudn mot mau
den, ndi dung ciing hét sirc c6 quai. Birc dau tién vé cdnh mot ddm nguwoi va mot dan séi
ding 1an 16n véi nhau, cd bon vy quanh mot vat giéng nhw ciy c6t, ngdng dau nhin tring;
birc thir hai miéu ta nhirng nguoi dan 6ng cao 16n uy manh 4y dung dao cit c¢d tay minh,
mau twoi nho xudng bat, trong kha giéng véi cdnh cat mau dn thé; bic thir ba thi bat dau ky
la, bon ho dem mau vira cat ra 4y cho séi udng, lai nhw 1a dang l1am gi d6 khac nira; birc thir
tw t& cAnh ngudi va so6i cung hoan lac nhady mda dwéi trang. Bén canh mdi birc tranh déu cé
rat nhiéu ky hiéu c6 xwa, mdt vai ky hiéu kha 1a khép véi ky hiéu trong tiéng Tang co,
nhwng tuyét dai da s6 déu la nhirng ky hiéu la ma Trac Moc Cwong Ba chwa tirng trong thay.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhin nhitng tim thangka mau den dy, réi lai nhin nhirng birc théu hét
strc sac nét tinh xao, doan ngwdc 1én nhin cha nhw do héi. Pirc Nhan 3o gia giai thich: “Day
la mot nghi thirc, mét nghi thirc rit co xwa, c6 1€ nd lién quan dén viéc sdéng chung vi soi
cia nguoi Qua Ba. Pay 1a mot trong ba c6 vat quy bau nhit cda gia toc chung ta, ngwdi trong
gia tOc da tén rat nhiéu thoi gian méi c6 thé doc dwoc hét nhirng chir Tang c6 nay, gio thi da
hiéu dwoc y nghia va phwong phap thuc hién nghi thirc nay roi. Mac du ta khong thé 4n
chirng dwgc tinh chan thyc cda nghi thirc minh wéc nay, nhwng néu con muén dén céi noi
nguy hiém dé, ta sé cho con biét vé n6, day 1a mét khé wéc gitra ngwoi xwa va loai soi, 1ay
mau an thé...”

Pém hém d6, Trac Moc Cwong Ba dwoc cha ké cho mét nghi thirc ¢6 quai, dong thoi cling
nghe dwoc rat nhiéu quan diém ma ga chwa tirng nghe néi dén, thdm chi ciing chwa tirng
nghi dén bao gio. Ga da thuc sy hiéu dwoc nguyén nhan tai sao cha minh lai dwoc ca tung la
mot bic tri gid. Hai cha con da rat nhiéu nam khéng tro chuyén trao doi véi nhau mét cach
tron ven nhu vay, bat gidc troi sdng lic nao chang hay, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba dang chuén bi di
nghi thi nhin dwgc mot ca dién thoai thic giuc ga tré vé can ct.

“Chuing ta chuin bi bat dau dot huin luyén hoi phuc cudi cung roi.” Lir CaAnh Nam & dau
day bén kia chi n6i mot ciu nhw thé la da khién tréi tim Trac Moc Cwong Ba nhw bay vit tré
lai cin ctt. Khong lau trude day gido sw Phwong Tan da nhac nhé g, triv phi viéc nghién ctiru
ban d6 xuit hién dot ph4, bang khong thi trong thoi gian ngin sé khong bat dau huin luyén
mang tinh chat h6i phuc. Ga khong khoéi c6 chut hwng phén trong long.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba khong kip nghi ngoi, voi vang thu don d6 dac, goi Ba Tang r6i chuan
bi xuit phat luén. Truwéc khi 1én dwong, Dirc Nhan ldo gia néi véi Trac Moc Cedong Ba: “Con
ba thang nita la sinh nhiat Hong Hé6ng, mac du con va Anh da chia tay, nhwng du sao n6 ciling
la con géi con, la chdu cua ta, it nhit cling phai goi mot cu dién thoai chic mirng diy. Tién
thé hoi tham Anh mét tiéng ludn, thé nao thi cling phai ra dang mot bac treong phu chit.”

Trac Moc Cwong Ba gat ddu 4am v mot tiéng, trén dwong tréd vé can clv ga ¢ mai chim
dim trong nhitng suy nghi méng lung, ltic thi nghi tinh cnh khi d6i mat véi T Ky Lan, lac
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lai nghi dén canh twong huy hoang ctia Bac Ba La thin miéu, luc lai nghi con gai minh da
mudi tAm tudi dén noi roi. Mac du quan hé cda ga va vo cii khd nhat nhéo, nhwng con gai du
sao cling van 1a hon ngoc trong nha, sau khi hai nguoi ly di, n6 theo me di din sang Canada,
c6 1€ vi ngai cha dwgng cua con bé nén hai phia cling khong lién lac gi nhiéu, ma mot hai
nam nay da phan thoi gian Trac Méc Cwdong Ba déu & trong khu vire khéng c6 tin hiéu dién
thoai, dui c6 mudn goi dién cling khong goi dwoc. Trén dwong di qua co s& luyén ngao Thién
Sw, Trac Moc Cwong Ba gi¢i thiéu cong ty clia gd véi Ba Tang, nhin tAm bang hiéu hinh kim
tw thap khi thé hirng huwc dy qua clra s6 xe hoi, gd cling khong hiéu tinh hinh cdng ty dao
nay thé nao nira, tin rang duwdi sw quan ly ctia Pong Phwong Chinh, c6ng ty nhit dinh sé
vuot qua duoc ctra ai khé khan nay.
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Tong két

Lac gi vé dén can c huln luyén, bon Trwong Lip, Nhac Dwong da dén trwéc mot buére,
anh mat ngwoi nao ngwoi ndy déu vui vé hém hé tran tré, mot diéu khién Trac Moc Cuong
Ba kinh ngac hon nita 13, doi trudng H6 Dwong cling c6 mit & d6. H6 Dwong néi: “Pang nao
sdp tdi day toi cling khong c6 du 4n khao sat khoa hoc nao, vay 1a cip trén lién diéu toi dén
nhip t6 v&i moi ngudi thay cho vai tro cia Ngai Luc Khic. LAn ndy moi ngudi phai di Dai
Tuyét Son, vé mat nay thi tdi cling c6 kinh nghiém kha kha ma.” Dt 1o, anh lién mim cwoi
day nguy.

Trac Moc Cwong Ba vira kinh ngac vira mirng r& thét 1én: “Pai Tuyét Son nao thé? ba
quyét dinh réi a?”

H6 Dwong lam ra vé than bi néi: “Thién co khong thé tiét 16.” K& d6 anh lai n6i, “Mirc do
nguy hiém rat cao day, ngon nui tuyét nay khong thé dem so sanh véi nhirng noi khac dwor,
bang nguyén & Kha Kha Tay Ly ma dem so v&i n6 cling gan nhw 1a thién dwong day. Chua
noi chuyén gi khac, chi riéng méi trueong khong khi lodng & do cao trén bay nghin mét so
voi muc nwée bién da da khién moi ngwdi khé ma chiu dwng néi roi. Khu vue lanh gia ving
cao 4y, nhiét do thap dén ndi thirc in ndu khong thé chin, vi nhiét dd séi cia nwdc thap hon
mot tram do C rit nhiéu. Gi6 théi tap vao mit nhw c6 lwdi cwa cva qua vay.”

Nghe Trwong Lap ké, sau khi moi ngwdi roi bénh vién, Lir Canh Nam va gido sw Phwong
Tan ndi chuyén véi déi tredng H6 Dwong rat 1au, sau dé gido quan da giri bao cao yéu ciu
diéu dong doi trwedng H6 Dwong vé lam cd vin chuyén mén cho nhdom cda ho. Ban dau doi
trwdng H6 Duwong cdm thdy hét strc bat ngd khi thdy ca ngudi nhw DPuong Man ciing c6 thé
tham gia d6i ngfi, nhwng khong biét gido sw Phwong Tan da néi gi, cudi cing H6 Dwong van
chdp nhan sy thwc ndy mot cach hét sitc mién cwdng. Con Nhac Dwong lai ra vé than bi néi
v&i moi ngudi, dwong nhw gido quan Lit Canh Nam da moi thém may vi gido quan méi, chi
12 van chwa thiy nguoi diu cd. Phia sau cdn c huin luyén di dwoc cai tao lai rat nhiéu,
khong biét 1a mudn huan luyén gi nira.

Lat ma A La ciing d3 tré lai, qua nhién 6ng khéng nudt 1, mang theo cd mot bao Thién
chiu phat cho mdi ngudi mot chiéc deo bén minh dé trdnh cic co quan chét bay. Nhac
Dwong ctt bAm nang nic héi xem rét cudc dai sw kiém & dau ra ma nhiéu Thién chau thé,
nhung lat ma A La né tranh khéng dap, chi néi ré riang s6 Thién chau nay déu la cua di
muon, dung xong nhit dinh phai trd vé cho cht nhén, khong dwoc lam mit mat. D€ phan
biét, cac Thién chau lat ma A La mang dén déu cé s6 mat khac nhau, chiéc ctia Nhac Dwong
chi c6 mdt mét, con clia Trwong Lap lai c6 d&€n ba mat. Anh chang vi chuyén nady ma phan no
bat binh ca nira ngdy tréi, mai dén khi gido sw Phwong Tan déi cho chiéc Thién chiu nam
méit méi chiu yén.

Chiéu hém dé Pwong Man ciing tir My tré vé, hai mat dé lung, ro rang 12 tir d6 dén gidr co
van khéc subt. Trac Moc Cwong Ba lai phai an i mot héi. Sau khi biét chuyén, Nhac Duwong
lién binh tinh phan tich: “Chac anh trai c¢6 khong gip chuyén gi dau. Néu Ben hoi dwoc tir
anh 4y chuyén gi thi hin da khong liéu mang dén Dao Huyén Khong tw tranh cwdp ban do
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v(&i chung ta nita, chdc chin 1a han da dén Bac Ba La than miéu ludn roi. Ngay nao tinh thin
anh trai c6 con chwa hoi phuc thi bon hdn sé chang héi ra dwoc gi dau, ma chi cin ban do
con & trong tay ching ta, thi ching at sé& khong lam gi anh trai c¢6.” Nghe Nhac Dwong phan
tich, tAm trang Pwdng Man méi ngudi ngoai phan nao ma thoi khong khoc 16¢ nira.

Trong can c, moi nguwdi ngodi quay lai thanh vong tron, ca Lir Canh Nam ciing khéng gidu
ndi vé vui mirng. C6 tuyén bo: “Lan nay yéu cdu moi nguwoi trd vé can cir, dic biét 1a tién
hanh huin luyén hoi phuc ngay ca khi c6 thanh vién van chwa hoan toan khoe lai, d6 1a vi, c6
1€ day la Ian hudn luyén dinh hwéng cudi cing cta ching ta roi.”

Moi ngudi déu mim cwdi 1Ang nghe, ai cling hiéu rd y nghia cta cau ndi nay. Trwong Lap
phén khich thét 1én: “Gido quan, noi cach khac di, noi kiéu 4y khong may man 1am dau.”

Lir Canh Nam khong phan d6i ciing khong néi gidn, chi mim cwoi néi: “Pwgce roi, vay toi
sé noi theo cach khéac, sau ky tap huin dic biét nay, ching ta sé thang tién dén diém dich
cudi cung cia nhiém vu lan nay, m& ra canh ctra Bac Ba La than miéu da bi bui m¢ phu lap
ca nghin nam nay!”

Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong 1ap tirc vd tay ru lén, cd nhitng bac ldo thanh nhw gido sw
Phwong Tan va lat ma A La ciing khong kiém ché néi cdm giac xtic dong dang trao trong tam
kham, nét mirng vui 16 han ra mat. Bao nhiéu dé nén va dau dén phai chiu dung trong Pao
Huyén Khong ty, thay déu tan bién trong bau khong khi phin chan h6 héi nay.

L&t CAnh Nam cu®i cwdi bdo moi ngudri dirng 1am 6n nita, nhuwng noi hai ba 1an van khong
dworc, tAt c cAm xtic déu birng 1én trong mot khodnh khac, cong sttc bo ra da thu vé két qua,
chi riéng diém nay théi da khién tit cd moi nguoi kich déng khon ngudi roi. Cudi cung, khi
cam xdc clia moi ngwdi di phat tiét hét, cin phong méi tinh ling tré lai, Lir Canh Nam cé
lam ra vé nghiém tic, néi tiép: “Nhwng nhiém vu lan nay cta ching ta cé thé néi ciing la
nhiém vu khé khan gian kho6 nhit tir trwedc dén gio, mirc dd nguy hiém ctia né vuot xa bat
c& 1an hanh dong nao trudc diy. D€ c6 thé hoan thanh t6t dep nhiém vu nay, ching ta cin
phai chuln bi cho thit tét, chinh vi thé, téi khong thé khong triéu tdp moi ngudi sém hon
du kién, tién hanh huin luyén dic biét c6 dinh hwéng. Phai nhé cho k§, ching ta chi cé thoi
gian ba thang ma théi.”

Moi nguoi déu vui mirng khéng ké xiét, vi sau ba thang 1a da dwoc khéi hanh dén Bac Ba
La thin mié€u. M3c du con le 16i, nhung 4nh sang hy vong da thap 1én, co hd canh cira thanh
cong da & ngay truéc mat ho roi vay.

L&r CAnh Nam noi: “DAu tién tdi sé tong két lai nhirng gi da biét, € moi ngwoi nhan thirc
dwoc tinh hinh ching ta dang phai d6i mat mot cach ro rang hon. Bac Ba La thdn miéu ma
ching ta tim kiém, dai khai dwoc xay dwng trong khodng tir nim 840 dén 940 sau Cong
nguyén, vi thoi diém do6 xay ra cudc tan sat diét Phat, nén co6 rat nhiéu tang 1 phai lvu vong,
v0 sO chua chién mi€u mao bi pha huy, mét lwong 16n cac van vat quy gia da bi mat. Thoi ay
ndi tiéng nhat 1a T Phwong miéu, bon ngdi miéu nay gan nhuw da tip trung dén hon chin
muwoi phan tram cac van vat Phit gido cia Tay Tang trudc thoi Duong, trong cudc tan sat
diét Phat, dé€ bdo vé s van vat nay khong bi thiéu hiy, cic cao ting nghi hét moi cach, ciu
ctru thé lwc cac phwong, cudi cung da dwa dwgc hau hét cac van vat quy gia dén noi bi mat
trwedre khi T phwong miéu bi hdy diét. Sau dd, dwéi chinh sach dé nén ap birc Phit gido cua
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Lang Dat M3, bon ho budc phai roi xa Tay Tang, nhuwng dudong sa xa x6i, néu mang theo mot
s6 lwong van vat 16n thi rit dé bi phat hién, ma bon ho cling khong mudn dé nhirng bao vat
quy gia ay lwu lac ra ngoai dat Tang. Do mot phat hién bat ngd, ho tim dwoc mét noi xa lanh
thé gian - cac kinh sach ghi chép nhw thé nay, d6 la mot noi khong thiy mat troi moc &
phwong Dong, cling khéng thdy mit troi 13n & phwong TAy, quanh nim déu tim minh trong
anh dwong chéi loi. Nhitng tin d6 c6 linh hon trung thanh vinh vién dang bdo vé noi dy. Bon
ho da xiy dung Bac Ba La than miéu & d6, dong thoi chia cac bau vat da dwoc gidu ky bi méat
vin chuyén thanh nhiéu dot dén thin miéu. Con & Canh ctra Sinh ménh va Pio Huyén
Khong tw ching ta da tiép xdc véi mot ton gido hoan toan khac. Vi tén gido nay ham chira
gido 1y ctia ca Phat gido 14n Ban gido cd dai, trong hoan canh khong c6 lwa chon nao khic,
cac tang 1&r Phat gido da uy thac trach nhiém van chuyén bao vit dén than miéu cho ton gido
c6 than phin twong déi an toan nay. Nhuwng tiéc mot diéu 1a, ton gido than bi nay da dot
nhién bién mat trong lich st vi m6t nguyén nhin nao d6 ma chung ta khong biét, hon nira
con bién mit mot cach cwc ky triét dé, khién doi sau khéng con bit cir tw liéu nao ma tra
xét. VAy 13, Bac Ba La thin miéu ciing nhw c4 ton gido than bi ndy, da vinh vién vui siu trong
lich st.” Nghe dén diy, Trac Moc Cuwong Ba hoi nghiéng nguoi ra phia trwdce, twa hd mudn
néi diéu gi, nhwng cudi cing van lac lic dau, khong noéi ra miéng.

L& CAnh Nam hit vao mot hoi, roi néi tiép: “Mac du ton gido d6 va Bac Ba La than miéu da
bién mat, nhung nhé& c6 cadc nghé nhan hat rong ma thong tin vé chung van dwoc lwu truyén
dén ngay nay trong cac pho da st va truyén Ky, st thi, vién minh chiu cta cao nguyén iy
chic chan sé c6 ngdy sang ruc 1én 1an nira. Mai dén nam 1844, nha thdm hiém nguoi Anh
Stanley nghe dwgc mot doan truyén ky da bi chon vui cd nghin ndm tir cic nghé nhan hat
rong, va bat diu moét doan hanh trinh huy hoang rwc r& nhit trong doi 6ng ta. Nhung sw
huy hoang iy, lai dwgc xay dung trén co s& la hlly diét nén van héa Tay Tang ctia chung ta.
V&i tw cach mot nha tham hiém, vét chan Stanley da di khap nhitng noi ltc d6 con chwa in
diu chan nguoi & Tay Tang, da c6 vo s6 di tich ¢d dwoc 6ng ta phat hién, vo s6 van vit cling
bi 6ng ta dwa di, nhwung may méin 13, cd doi nha tham hiém nay ciing khéng tim dwoc vién
minh chiu ruc r& nhat TAy Tang - Bac Ba La thin miéu. Sau nay, da c6 v6 s6 nha thdm hiém
khac tim dén dit Tang, dwa trén ghi chép va nhirng ddu moi 6ng ta tim dwoc, bon ho tham
lam vo vét hét s6 bao vat con sot lai, nhwng riéng chuyén tim ki€ém Bac Ba La than miéu thi
khong nguwoi nao khong phai that vong tré vé. Thwce ra, & Trung Qudc, tir thoi nha Thanh,
nha cdm quyén da rat quan tdm dén Bac Ba La thidn miéu, con phai dai than dac trach dong
& Tay Tang nita, sau roi cuc thé hon loan réi ren, chuyén nay ciing dan nhat di roi trdi vao
quén ling. Gio diy, nhiém vu cda ching ta la can phai tim dwoc Bac Ba La than miéu trudéc
cac thé lwc khac! Cudi cung, t6i mudn noi vé tén gido than bi kia...”

No6i téi day, Lir Canh Nam khong khoi tic 1, dwa mat nhin sang phia lat ma A La, nhan
dwoc dnh mat ¢6 vii ciia 6ng, cd madi tiép 1oi: “Ching ta biét rat it vé ton gido than bi 4y.” Mt
c6 khong che gidu noi nét rng hong, cé diéu moi ngwoi cling khdng hé chd y dén, “Tir nhirng
gi ching ta ndm dwoc hién gio, ton gido nay c6 tham gia hoic da doc 1ap hoan hanh nhiém
vu xay dwng Bac Ba La thidn miéu va vin chuyén bao vat. Khi thin miéu xay xong, ho tirng
phai st gia di, chuin bi giao ba tin vat c6 thé dan dén than miéu cho ba vi tri gia cta dat
Tang, nhung vi mot nguyén nhan nao d6 ma ching ta chwa biét, cudi cung ho chi giao ra
mot tin vat, con hai thir kia da bi C6 Cach vwong gitr lai. Trong cac tin vat, c6 mot 1a ban do,
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twong truyén da bi Stanley mang di, con trong nhirng tim ban dé6 ma ching ta dang gitt, c6
1€ cling c6 mot tim twong dong véi tAm bi 6ng ta mang di, do khi dy Stanley vi s¢ co' quan
cam biy ma dé lai. Ngoai ra trong thw tich c6 ghi chép vé mot tin vat dwoc goi 1a Toa thanh
dwoc anh sdng téa chiéu, ching ta cling tirng thu dwoc mét tim ban do, nhwng khong ré ban
d6 nay va Toa thanh dwgc anh sang tda chiéu cé lién quan dén nhau khong. Ching ta chi
dwa vao cac ghi chép trong thu tich ¢ ma suy doan rang, tdoa thanh dwoc 4nh sang toa chiéu
dy von da dwoc st gid mang ra hai ngoai, rat c6 kha nang la t&i khu vec Nam My ngay nay,
va dwoc chén gidu trong mét kim tw thap. Pia cung Ahezt & Bach thanh cé rit nhiéu nét
twong dong véi vin héa Ty Tang, nhung ching ta cling méi chi c6 1y do d€ tin twéng rang
d6 1a noi cat gidu Toa thanh dwgc dnh sang toéa chiéu, chir khong hé cé chirng cir xac thuec.
Con veé tin vat thi ba, dén nay ching ta van hoan toan chwa c6 thong tin gi. Vi ngudn tin cia
ching ta, da phan déu dwa trén co s& la cac ghi chép ctia vieong cung C6 Cach, ma nhirng ghi
chép 4y lai bi Stanley dwa ca vé nwéc Anh, mot hai nam gan diy méi tré vé Trung Quoc,
ngoai ra con mot so thong tin quan trong khic thi dén sau khi chung ta & chdu My tré vé
méi biét. Ton gido than bi kia c6 vai tro cwe Ky quan trong trong qua trinh xay dung Bac Ba
La thadn miéu va chén gidu bau vit, nhwng dén gio ching ta méi chi biét, ngwoi dan thon
Céng Bo c6 kha ndng 1a hu dué cia tén gido thin bi 4y, bon ho phu trach lién hé gitra ton
gido d6 va thé gidi bén ngoai. Chac Stanley da tirng dén Canh ctra Sinh ménh, nhwng da bi co
quan ngan lai tir bén ngoai, vi vy 6ng ta khong phat hién ra ddu mdi dan dén Dao Huyén
Khong tw. Ma Pdo Huyén Khong tw nay, méi chinh 1a noi cung cip cho ching ta ddu mai
quan trong nhat vé ton gido than bi 4y.”

L& Canh Nam nhip mdt ngum nwéec, roi lai néi: “Véi nhirng théng tin hién nay ching ta
dang c6, c6 thé ndi ton gido than bi kia da tirng vo cung 16n manbh, t6i nghi, sau khi ném trai
cAc co quan trong D4o Huyén Khong tw, moi nguwdi chic déu khong phan déi toi néi nhw vay
phai khéng. Thanh twu vé mat co quan hoc cta ho c6 thé dung hai chit ‘dinh cao’ dé hinh
dung, theo nhitng gi chiing ta dwoc biét, bon ho di lgi dung céng trinh thiy lgi mét cach
hoan hao dé cung cip dong lwc vinh ctru, ho ciing c6 nghién ctru rat sdu véi cac hién twong
quang hoc, vé mat khi dong lwc hoc, ho ciling tuyét déi thudc hang dinh cao thoi by gio;
dang s¢ hon nira 13, hi€u biét cia ho vé sinh vat va vi sinh vat hoc thim chi con dat téi trinh
d6 cao kho c6 thé vaoi kip, vé mat nay ngay ca khoa hoc ky thuit hién dai ngay nay ciing
chwa thé bi kip véi tén gido tir nghin ndm vé trudc nay. Bon ho c6 mot hé thong tin nguwdng
ddc 1ap cda riéng minh, gitra Ban gido va Phat gido thi nghiéng vé phia Ban gido hon, nhung
cling khong hé bai xich Phat gido, day cd 1€ chinh la nguyén nhan khién cac tang 1 thoi do
lwa chon hop tac v&i ton gido ndy. Hién nay, nhitng diéu ching ta sap phai d6i mit c6 may
thi sau day, thir nhit, 1a co quan & thoi ky phat trién cao nhat. Canh cira Sinh ménh va Pao
Huyén Khong tw ma chung ta da dén déu dwoc xiy dwng trwréc Bac Ba La thin miéu, vi vay,
co quan trong than miéu c6 1€ con lgi hai ghé gobm hon rit nhiéu so véi nhirng gi ching ta
gap phai trwdc diy. V& mat nay, ching ta cé thé sir dung cac cong cu do kiém hién dai, co
gang gidm mirc d6 nguy hiém xudng thip nhat. Thit hai, 12 quan thé cac sinh vat ¢ xwa thin
bi. Théng tin clia Trac Moc Cwong Ba mang vé gitp ching ta biét, tén gido than bi kia c6
duoc rat nhiéu loai sinh vat ¢6 ma chung ta chwa tirng trong thiy hodc dén nay van dang
trong giai doan tim toi, bat ké 1a ddng vat 1an thwc vat, ching ta cling déu khong c6 hiéu biét
gi vé chung hét. C6 diéu, dwong nhw ching déu c6 kha nang tin céng, vi vay, chi can dung
héa lwc manh ap ché, cé 1€ 1a sé tranh dwoc sw uy hi€p clda ching. Thi ba, 1a tip doan hop
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tac véi bon linh danh thué. Lan vira roi ching ta da dwoc ném mui loi hai cua chdng, vii
trang va cac thiét bi khoa hoc ctia chiing déu khong thip hon ching ta, thim chi c6 thé noi
la cao hon chung ta rat nhiéu. Mudn déi phé véi ching, cin phai dwa vao than thi cirng cap
va chién thuit cling nhw kj nang co dong linh hoat...”

L&t Canh Nam dot nhién ngirng lai, quét &nh mat nghiém khac nhin tirng thanh vién dang
ngdi bén dudi, ndi vdi giong day 4n y: “Chi cAn moi ngwdi dong tAm hiép luc, ching ta van
c6 co hoi gianh thang loi. Thi tw, cling 1a vAn dé khé khan nguy hiém nhit ma chiing ta phai
d6i mat trong hanh trinh nay, d6 chinh la vu thuit c6 cia Ban gido. C6 thé néi day 1a mot
linh virc hoan toan xa la d6i v&i ching ta, lai lién quan dén mét loat cac nganh khoa hoc
phtrc tap c6 do kho cao nhw vi sinh vat, héa sinh vat. Nguwoi xwa khong cé co s& khoa hoc
vitng chac gi, toan b déu dwa vao vo s6 1an thuc nghiém dé cho ra két quéa khién ho hai
long, vi viy, giai dap bi mat cta vu thut c6 tir géc do6 khoa hoc 1a mot chuyén tuyét doi
khong thé hoan thanh trong thi gian ngdn dwoc. Vé van dé nay, yéu ciu cla toi ddi véi moi
nguoi 13, phai tuyét déi cin than & nhitng chd c6 co quan, gap phai co quan nao khong thé
hoan toan ly gidi, thi gang hét stirc khong nén dung cham vao. Mot khi khéng may tring phai
vu thuét c6, cin lap tirc cach ly hoan toan dé quan sat, néu qua thwc khong thé chiu duwng
dwoc nira, hodc gid vi qua dau dén ma mat di ly tri... thi... nhat thiét phai diét trir! K€ ca toi
cling khong ngoai 1&, dén lic 4y khéng ai dwgc mém long hét, da hiéu chwa!”

Nhac Dwong 14y lam Ky quai néi: “Mic du ching ta c¢6 gap phai c6 déc & Canh ctra Sinh
ménh, nhung & Pao Huyén Khong tw thi dau c6 gip thi dang so 4y, that sw ching ta sé gip
phai thi dé sao?”

L&t Canh Nam git d4u khang dinh chac nich: “Ping vy, lan & Dao Huyén Khéng tw chi c6
thé ndi 1a chiing ta may man. Thwec ra, bon giun phun ra axit ma miy ngwoi Trac Moc Cuong
Ba gdp phai trong hang dong ciing c6 thé tinh 1a mét loai c6 doc, loi dung mot sé dic tinh
sinh hda nao day cta sinh vit. Hon nira, mau chot 1a & gian dién phia Tay gian Thién Phit
dién, gido sw Phwong Tan di vd tinh quay dwoc mot s tw liéu, khién chiing t6i khang dinh
chuyén di nay ching ta sé gidp phai c6 doc.”

Trwong Lip 16n tiéng ndi: “La gi vy? Sao ching t6i khong thiy?” Ho di xem di xem lai
nhitng doan phim tw liéu dé rat nhiéu lan, nhung khéng hé phat hién ra néi dung nao lién
quan dén thuit vu co.

Lir Canh Nam tram giong: “Con nh& ching ta da thiy rat nhiéu nhirng tim thangka mau
den trong gian dién & mé Tay khong?”

“A..” “A!” Cung luc c6 hai tiéng kéu kinh ngac thot 1én. Trwong Lap thi swc nhé ra nhirng
tdm thangka mau den 4y, ldc d6 khung canh tdi tam, ho cling khéng lwu y xem ndi dung cta
nhitng tim thangka do la gi; con Trac Méc Cwong Ba thi béi vira méi nghe chinh cha minh
ndéi gia toc nha ga khéng c6 quan hé gi véi ton gido than bi y. Vay thi, thangka mau den dé
la nhw thé nao? Cang di siu diéu tra, ga cang cam thiy quan hé gitra gia toc minh va ton gido
than bi kia dwong nhw khong hé don gian, dap 4n ndm & dau day? O Bac Ba La thian miéu
chang?

Lir Canh Nam khéng thé dodn dwoc tAm tw hai nguwoi, ¢d noéi: “Hinh dnh nhitng tim
thangka den d6 da dwoc x¥ Iy bang may tinh, hoan nguyén lai ban lai dién muc, trén dé déu
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vé nhitng vu thuat cd cwc ky dang s, hién gio cAc chuyén gia van dang phan tich chinh ly
cac birc v& d6. Nhwng vi nién dai da qua xa x6i, thém nira 12 ching ta vin chwa thé hoan
toan ly giai dwoc ndi dung cac birc vé, co 1é viéc lam rd c6 nhan ché tao c6 doc nhw thé nao
van con chwa hién thuc cho 1dm.” Lit CAnh Nam hoi twdng lai ndi dung nhirng birc thangka
den 4y, khong khdi run ngwdi 1én, vi ching qua thwc 1a v6 cung tan nhan tanh mau, thuc
tinh c6 khong muon tiét 16 véi moi nguoi, vay nén da che gidu di mot phan. Bén ria nhirng
birc thangka 4y con c6 ca gidi thich bang van tw, nhung nhitng ky hiéu d6 khong phai tiéng
Tang c6 ma ho biét, dwong nhw 1a dé che gidu ndi dung nén da cé y thay doi cach viét, cac
chuyén gia noi, loai van tw ky hiéu dy c6 thé ndi la mat ma cda tiéng Tang co.

Nhitng nguoi ngdi phia dwdi khong ai ddm théd manh, dén gior ho méi hiéu, Lir Canh Nam
néi ho sé phai déi mat véi nhirng khé khin xwa nay chwa tirng thiy, dé tuyét doi khong chi
12 noi cho c6 ma thdi, sau khi con hung phén vi sip xuit phat dén thin miéu qua di, mot
thoang s¢ hai dang 1én trong tAm tri moi nguoi. Lir Canh Nam lai an i moi ngwdi: “Co diéu
cling khong cin qua lo ldng, chiing ta sap tdi sé trién khai huin luyén dic biét nham vao bdn
tinh huéng dé. Sau khi hoan thanh Ian huin luyén dic biét nay, nang lwc déi dién véi kho
khan clia moi nguwoi sé dwoc nang cao mot cach dang ké, ching ta cin phai c6 long tin tuyét
d6i rang minh c6 thé chién thang bat ¢t kho khin nao dé dat dwgc muc tiéu mot cach vién
man.”

Moi ngwdi déu phin chin tinh than, lai hoan h6 thém mot lwot niva. Lir CAanh Nam dé moi
nguwoi yén lang tré lai, doan noi tiép: “Bay gid, téi sé cho moi ngwdi biét ké hoach cu thé cta
lan huén luyén nay. Pot hudn luyén nay chia lam ba giai doan, giai doan th nhit, vi hau hét
moi nguwdi déu vira méi hoi phuc sitc khde, nén sé tién hanh huin luyén na tri liéu ntra
phuc hoi thé luc, c6 gdng sau khi két thic giai doan nay, thé lwc cia moi ngwoi sé hodi phuc
trd lai trang thai truede khi dén Canh civa Sinh ménh. T6i danh cho giai doan nay mwoi ngay,
néu lam t6t, c6 thé rut ngan xudéng con khoang mot tuin; giai doan hai, 1a nham vao nhirng
khuyét diém trong biéu hién cua moi ngwdoi khi déi mét véi cic co quan trong Pao Huyén
Khong tw, vi vy, toi sé gidi thiéu véi moi ngwdi may vi gido quan méi, bon ho sé tién hanh
chi dao tlr xa thong qua mang internet. Nh¢& ki, mac du than phan cta ho da dwoc xac minh
12 khong van dé gi, nhung moi ngudi van phai dic biét chi y cho, chuyén gi nén néi chuyén
gi khong nén néi.” Ké d6, co bat dén laser 1én, trén man hinh lién xuit hién ba gwong mit
mé&i, mot ngwdi Trung Qudc, hai ngwdi nwdc ngoai, ba ngwdi nay déu c6 mot dic diém
chung 1a than hinh s3n chic trang kién, dudng nét co bap déu toat 1én my cdm dong thoi lai
c6 do dan héi. Ltr Canh Nam gi&i thiéu: “Vi nay la Vwong Nhit Nhén, 6ng ta la tru c6t cla
DPoan Nghé thuat Tap ky Trung Qudc, moi ngudi cé biét cac dién vién tap ky leo cdt nhw thé
nao khong?”

Néi doan, Lir Canh Nam bam ntt trén bd diéu khién, trén man hinh lién hién ra canh dién
vién tap ky leo cot, linh hoat nhw khi vwon, téc @6 cwe nhanh, lai con nhay nhét nhao 16n
gitra hai ciy cOt tre nira. “T6i yéu ciu moi nguoi cling phai lam dwoc nhw vay,” Lir Canh
Nam néi. “Ngoai ra, 6ng Vwong Nhat Nhan con hwéng dan moi ngudi mot sé kj ning dic
biét ctia nghé thuat tap kj nhw du day trén cao, ky thuat giir thing bang, thuat co xwong ruit
cot...”
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DAu roi ctia Lir Canh Nam chi vao bén canh ngwoi thit hai, co bap clia ngudi dan éng
ngoai qudc hoi thim thap nay lwc lwdng nhét, tudi tic tim nhw Trac Moc Cwong Ba, song
miii rat cao. “Vi nay la Divari ngwoi Nga, tirng 1a vin dong vién thé duc toan nidng, sau khi
nghi thi d4u lai huin luyén ra miy quan quan nita, 6ng ta sé hwéng dan moi ngwdi vé mat
ky xdo va hinh thé.” C6 vira néi dirt 1o, man hinh da chuyén sang canh nguoi dan 6ng dé
dang tip xa don, chi nghe giong Li&r Canh Nam lai cat 1én: “Nhirng kj xdo nhao 16n nay c6 tac
dung rat 16n khi phai ddi phé véi cac co quan cam bay thoi ¢6 dai. Toi khong yéu ciu dong
tac cia moi ngwoi phai quy pham nhw van déng vién thé thao, nhwng tot nhit 1a c6 thé dong
thoi ngdm chuin, xa kich trong khi nhao 16n, mit phai nhin bén phwong, tai nghe tdm
hwéng...”

Trwong Lap, Nhac Dwong nghe ma cip mét trgn tron 1én nhw muén roi ra ngoai.

Tiép d6, man hinh lai bién déi. Chi thdy mot thanh nién ngoai qudc dn mic rat thoi trang
dang chay nhanh vun vt trén néc mot toa nha cao ting, sau d6 nhay vot qua khoang trong
rong may mét sang ndc mot toa nha khac, roi bAm vao mép twong ma nhay thang xudng.
Hai anh chang Trwong Lip, Nhac Dwong xem ma lanh hét cd ngwoi. Lir Canh Nam lai
chuyén canh, chi vao ngwoi thi ba néi: “Vi nay 1a Frank, ngwoi Phap, la mot ngwoi yéu thich
mon chay bo vin déng cuc han. M6n thé thao nay yéu ciu rat cao vé strc manh ciing nhw
kha nang thiang bang cla co thé, tdi hy vong, moi ngudi c6 thé chay nhanh trén moi dia hinh
giong nhw ho vdy.” Néi xong, man hinh lai quay vé canh trong thanh pho, mét ddm nguoi
dang chay kiéu dich dic gitra cic ciu thang va twdng bao, nhanh nhen vuot chwéng ngai
vat, nhay 14y da tai chd da dat dot cao ngang dau ngudi, dap chan 1én twong 12 c6 thé truc
ti€ép bam mat twong ma leo thang 1én ting hai, nhin ho chay that chang khac gi dang xem
phim kungfu cua Thanh Long hay Ly Lién Kiét vay.

Trwong Lap thap giong héi: “Chung ta lam dwoc khong nhi?”

Lit CAnh Nam no6i: “T6i khéng yéu cdu moi ngwdi lam tét nhw ho. Tap ky, thé duc, chay bd
moi dia hinh, ba loai vin dong nay déu c6 thé coi nhw mot sw khiéu chién va mé rong doi
v&i kha nang linh hoat cua co thé, chung c6 nhirng diém yéu ciu chung, dong thoi cling c6
nhirng nét dic sic riéng, va sé nang cuc han than thé ciia moi ngwdi 1én mot tAm cao méi.
T6i khéng yéu cau phai la tot nhit, nhwng yéu ciu tét hon, diy chinh 1a yéu ciu cia t6i danh
cho moi nguwoi. Pong thoi, & giai doan thi hai nay, moi ngwdi con phai hoan thanh khéa
huin luyén m6 phéng bang may tinh, diy 1a mot phdn mém may tinh dang nhuw tro choi
chong khung b6 ma cac chuyén gia phin mém trong nwéc da bién soan dwa trén sé liéu Ba
Tang va Trwong Lap cung cip, hy vong moi nguwoi ¢6 thé tim hiéu dwgc phwong thire tac
chién cta ké dich théng qua phin mém mo phong nay. Con nira, vé vu thuit cd, moi ngudi
cling phai tién hanh huin luyén dic biét...”

Lit CAnh Nam yéu ciu cic thanh vién trong doi cé thé mic va coi trang phuc cach ly, hoan
thanh hai nguwdi cip ciu cach ly mot ngwdi, bao gbm ca loai bd tit ca tap vat bén ngoai,
phun thudc tiéu déc sat khuin va thiét 14p khu vwc quan sat cach ly don gian véi toc do
nhanh nhit trong tinh huéng van mic do leo ndi vira day vira ning. Giai doan cudi cung la
huin luyén leo nui tuyét, moi ngwdi dwoc yéu cu phai ndm so lwoc ki ning phan tich dia ly
dia hinh, cach tham do cac khu vic c¢6 khe nitt ph tuyét, cach chong lai gié manh cip muoi,
gitra lwng chirng nui dung dinh tan va diy thirng tién 1én. Dwdi ngon roi gido quan va giong

https://thuviensach.vn



néi vang vang dé nghe cia Lt CAnh Nam, dot huin luyén gian khé di dwoc trién khai nhw
vay dé...

Khéng chi thé, khi mét ngay hudn luyén mét nhoc két thic, moi ngwdi lai phai bat dau
mot hang muc huin luyén khic, moi ngwoi déu khong thé khong ra siec nghién ctru tim hiéu
vé ton gido & TAy Tang cd dai. Theo cach ndi cia Lir Canh Nam, diéu nay c6 tac dung ho tro
mang tinh quyét dinh khi ho phai d6i mit véi cac co quan sau nay. Ngoai lat ma A La, gido
sw Phwong Tan va Trac Moc Cwong Ba biét mot s6 kinh dién ctia Phat gido, hiéu biét cta
nhitng ngwoi khac vé Phat hoc déu rat it, cang khéng can néi dén Mat tong Ty Tang hay
Ban gido c6 dai lam gi. Gay go hon nita 13, khu vwc Ty Tang thoi Phit gido chwa théng nhit
c6 vO s6 cac tong phai khac nhau, gido ly nhiéu khong ké xiét, ma bon ho thi chi c6 thé hoan
toan dwa vao hoc thudc long, ngay ngay phan biét cic hinh dnh trén may chiéu, hoc dén khi
c6 thé nhan biét dwgc hét cac loai twong Phat khac nhau trong Pai Man Pa La, Tam Vi Gia
Man DPa La, Phap Man DPa La, Kiét Ma Man Pa La.., nhitng thit nhw Luidn Vwong That Béo,
Luc N6 Cu, Thét Pai Trat Khic La cling déu ndm dwoc dai thé, ca cac khai niém ciia Ban gido
nhu than Sinh ménh, Tan than, Uy Nhi M4, M3 Ma, Da Xoa, P& Lung, Pén, Dic, Thiy Thiing
Ma, Quan Ba... cling ndm trong pham vi budc phai hoc thudc long cia ho.

Lir Canh Nam con thong qua nhiéu ngudén khac nhauy, tra ra dwoc loai min ma bon tén Ben
da str dung. Theo tw liéu c6 tim dwoc, loai min nay c6 dang déng ho6 dién t, hai diu la keo
siéu dinh dang boc ra la dan dwoc, c6 thé dinh min vao bé mét cta bat c vat thé nao, hon
nira du xudéng nwdéc cling khéng bi anh hwdng. Phan & gitra 16n bang cai ctc 4o 1a bd phan
chinh ctia qua bom, trong d6 thudc no chi chiém hai phan ba thé tich cai ctc 4o 4y, mot phan
ba con lai 1a linh kién dién t& rat tinh vi. Nguyén liéu tao ra loai thudc né cwc manh nay c6
chira uranocene nitro dioxit va nhiéu nguyén t6 khac. Pén miy nam gin diy, quan doi My
mé&i dwa loai ndy vao st dung, va dwgc xwng la loai thudc né thé hé méi, uy lwe vu né chi
dirng sau c6 vii khi hat nhan, kha nang pha hoai cia cai “ctic 40” dé twong dwong véi 15 can
thu6c n6 TNT. Con 1ép vo bén ngoai, mot 1a cé thé tinh gid, st dung nhw bom min hen gior
théng thwong, hai la c6 thé diéu khién cho no tir xa, tac dung trong pham vi nim tram mét,
ba la bén trén 16p vé nay cé thiét bi cdm bién ap lwc, c6 thé lwa chon s dung hay khong,
mot khi di khéi dong thiét bi nay, qua bom sé tw cdm &ng dwoc ap lwc de 1én nd, néu céd
nguwoi mudn boc ra, bom sé tw dong phat né. Ciing c6 nghia 13, diy la loai bom khong thé
thdo g&. Quan doi My van chwa cong khai thong tin vé loai bom nay, ciing chi c6 quan hé ctia
tén Ben m&i kiém dwoc, tredrc mat c6 thé noi d6 chinh 14 loai vii khi manh nhit cia phe déi
phwong.

Cubi cung, L&r Canh Nam néi: “M3c du ching ta da biét bon ching c6 bom hen gi¢ c6 thé
dinh ngay dung ngay, nhuwng van chwa biét nhiéu vé uy lwc clia nd... Con nira, rét cudc
Soares c6 phai tén thao thd sw trong hang ngii ké dich hay khong, thin phin cta y 1a thé
nao, nhirng viéc nay chung toi cling dang diéu tra thém.”

Gido sw Phwong Tan ndi: “Vé con ngwoi nay thi toi cling c6 biét chut it, c6 1€ moi ngwdi
khong tim dwoc may tw liéu vé y dau. Truwdc khi thanh danh, y cling giéng nhw nhirng nha
nghién ctru khac, ca ngay vui dau vao phong thi nghiém, khong ai biét y 1a ai ca. Cho dén...
toi nhé xem nao, c6 1€ 1a tAm ndm trudc, ban bao cao ludn van cia y cong bo da lam chin
dong ca Dién dan Strc khde Thai Binh Dwong. Khi d6, nhitng vi c6 uy tin trong gi¢i hoc thuat
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binh luin rang, Soares da ném bom nguyén t vao gi¢i sinh vat hoc. Ban luin vin 4y, thuc
sw 1a da din tdi dot phd mang tinh cAch mang trong ca gidi sinh vat hoc.”

“T4m nim trwéc...” lat ma A La ldng 18 suy tw, twa ho nhw lién twéng dén diéu gi dé.
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