


“Fred Philips dang chay kia.” Tiéng la cia Anne Cattrell pha tan bau khong
khi tinh lang cua budi chiéu thang Tam, chang khac nao tiéng ram giira
budi tiéc tra cda vi cha xu.

Hai ngwoi ban giat minh ngwdc nhin. Diana roi mat khéi trang gidy veé,
Phoebe ngang lén tir cuon sach lam vuon. D6i mat ho loang loang khi dot
ngot chuyén anh nhin tir gidy in sang anh nang chdéi chang. Ho da thu thai
ngoi dé sudt mot gio lién, quay quan quanh chiéc ban sat dat dudi hién nha.
Trén ban, dw am cta budi tiéc tra nam lan véi may moén d6 kiém com cuia
ho: mot chiéc kéo cat canh, mot hop mau dé md, tap ban thdo ma mot trang
da 6 vét tra vi Anne vo0 tinh dat chiéc tach xuong.

Phoebe ng6i ngay ngan trén chiéc ghé & géc phai, hai chan khoanh gon
dudi gam ban, mai téc xoan do luc pha xudng bo vai. Trong sudt nita tiéng
vira r0i, tw thé ctia c6 hau nhw khong doi. Tw ldc udng tra xong, co da chui
mii vao cudn sach thay vi quay trd lai nha kinh va hoan thanh don dat hang
nam tram nhanh phong 1ir thdo ctia minh.

Diana thoa nhiéu kem chong nang Ambre Solaire dén noi mat bong nhay.
CO nam dai trén ghé, chiéc vay xép ly bang vai thun in hoa tiét vat sang
mot bén, buong xuéng nhitng phién da lat. Mot ban tay thanh manh cda co6
nhe nhang vuot ve bung chi ch6 Labrador dang nam bén canh, tay kia vé
nhitng hoa van cudn xody trén trang gidy ma dang 1é da phai kin dac phac
thdo ndi that cho mot ngdi nha & Fowey. Subt tit ndy t6i gio, Anne c6
chong lai nhitng con ga gat, vat 6c nghi ra khoang mot nghin chit cho bai
viét Cuc khodi dm dao - s thdt hay tuéng tugng dé dang trén mot tap chi
chang may tiéng tam. Lic nay co6 dang ngoi dwa vao ban, hai tay chong
cam, doi mat den lay dam dam ngam nhin khu vuon trdi ra truéc mat.
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Thoang liéc sang Anne roi doi theo anh mat c6 ban, Phoebe nhin xudng
bai co rong bén dudi qua cdp kinh gac trén canh mii. “Chua ¢i!” Co la len.

Nguoi 1am vueeon vam v clia cd dang chay ram rdp qua bai c6. Ong ta
cdi tran, phan m& bung chdy xé ndy tuwng tuwng phia trén cap quan nhw song
con. Chi riéng viéc Fred cdi tran thoi cling di gy sot 1dm roi. Ong 1a nguoi
y thitc rat ré vé vi tri cia minh & dién trang Streech nén Phoebe luon phai
huyt sdo canh bédo rang c6 sap ra vuon dé ong co6 thé mac 4o tit té nhuw mot
quy 6ng nguwoi Phap (tir dung cua 6ng), bat chap cai nong mua he.

“Co lé ong ay vira trang ca do bong da,” Diana noéi, khong may chac
chan, trong lic ca ba cung doi theo nguwdi dan 6ng dang cam dau cam co
chay tdi.

“Khong dau,” Anne phan bac. Co day chiéc ghé dang ngoi ra xa khoi
ban. “Vé&i ban tinh thu cwu, phai cé thit gi kich thich hon cho tién thuéng
v& van dy méi da khién Fred chay hung huc thé kia.”

R6i ho im lang theo doi quang duwong con lai cia Fred. Lic dén dugc san
hién, 6ng bat dau di bo, r6i ngirng lai, vat va chong mot tay 1én birc twong
thdp bao quanh khodng san va thd hon hén. B6i ma bgt bat xam lai, cd
hong kho khé. Phoebe lo lang ra hiéu cho Diana kéo xuéng chiéc ghé trong,
roi co dirng day, do 14y tay Fred va gitip 6ng ngoi xudng.

“Co chuyeén gi vay?” Co hai, vé kich dong.

“Oi... Thwa c6... Kinh khing 1dm.” Fred khong thé néi lien mach. Mo
ho6i chdy rong rong xuéng khuon nguc béo mam, nau béng va tron mém
nhu phu nit. Mui chua lom va hoi rinh trén nguoi ong at di ca hwong thom
ngot ngao cta nhitng canh héng dang rung rinh trong gié bén hién nha.
Nhan ra tinh trang tran trui va b6c mui ctia minh, 6ng xau ho voi gio tay
che lai. “T6i rat 1ay lam xin 16i, thwa ¢6.”

Diana tha chan xuéng va ngoi day, rat tdim chan van vat ¢ lung ghé ra va
choang 1én vai ngudi 1am vwon. “Ong nén giit &m ngudi sau khi chay nhu
vay.”

Fred cu6n chan quanh minh va gat dau biét on.

“C6 chuyeén gi vay, Fred?” Phoebe hai lai.
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“Toi khong biét phai noi thé nao cho ding nita, nhing van phai né6i.” Co6
nghi minh da nhin thay su thwong hai trong mat ong.

“Vay cit noéi t6i nghe,” c6 diu dang thic giuc. “Biét dau sy viéc khong
dén noi nao.” CoO liéc nhin Benson, chi ché Labrador 16ng vang van nam
yén canh ghé ctia Diana. “Hedges bi can a?”

Fred tho ban tay thé rap, cau bun ra khéi chan, khé dat 1én tay Phoebe roi
siét nhe véi vé than thiét khac han binh thwong. Ctr chi d6 khién c6 bat ngo.
“Co6 mot cai xac trong ham trir dong cd, thwa c6.”

Mot thoang im ldng.

“MOot cai xac u?” Phoebe hoi lai. “Xac nguoi hay vat nudi?” Giong co
déu déu, khong cam xuc.

Anne liéc nhin Phoebe. C6 nhitng ltic, si diém tinh ctia ¢6 ban khién c6
phat sg.

“Néi that, to6i khong dam nhin ki. T6i qua choang vang khi thay n6 chan
ngang 16i di.” Fred cti madt, nhin cham cham xudéng chan. “T6i giam phai
noé, hinh nhuw thé, trwdce khi kip nhin ro. Sau dé thi ngi thdy mui.”

T4t cd déu nhu bi thoi mién vao doi ung lam vuon cta Fred, khién 6ng
ay nay tredc 10i phat biéu boc dong cia minh va vung vé ré chan ra khoi
tam mat moi nguwoi, gidu vao dwdi tam chan. “Khong sao dau, thwa c6,” 6ng
néi. “Toi chui lén cé r6i.”

Tach va dia run 1én trong tay Phoebe, c6 can than dat ching xudng ban,
bén canh céi kéo. “Dwong nhién roi, Fred. dng that nhanh tri. Ong c6 muén
uong tra khong? Hay an banh nhé?”

“Khong can dau, cdm on co.”

Diana quay di, c6 dan lai ham mudn ki quai la dugc bat cudi. Trong s6
tat ca nhitng nguwdi phu nit co biét, chac chi c6 Phoebe méi di m&i banh
trong tinh huéng nay. Phoebe van giit dwgc binh tinh nhw vay qua la dang
kham phuc, vi c6 la ngwoi chiu anh hwdng nhiéu hon hét trudce tiét 16 kinh
khung cua Fred.
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Anne sO soang gitta dong ban thdo dé tim thudc 1a. C6 md bao va dua
cho Fred. Ong liéc nhin Phoebe ch& sy cho phép, du khong can thiét va cd
nghiém nghi gat dau.

“Cam on co Cattrell. Day than kinh trong dau t6i dit t6i noi roi.”

Anne cham diéu thuoc, doan git 1ay tay Fred. “N6i cho rd nao.” B6i mat
den lay ctia c6 nhin thang vao mat 6ng véi vé do héi. “Pé la xac ngudi.
Phai khong?”

“Pung vay, co Cattrell.”

“Ong c6 biét 1a ai khong?”

“Toi khong biét, thiwa ¢6.” Fred mién cuwong dap. “T6i nghi khé ma nhan
dién duge.” Ong rit mot hoi thudc that dai, mo hdi va ra trén tran vi ndi ghé
tdm bi kim nén ndy gio. “Theo t6i thay thi cai xac chang con nguyén ven
nita. N6 han da ¢ dé6 mot thoi gian roi.”

Ba ngudi phu nit thang thét nhin ong.

“Nhuwng van phai con quan 4o chit, Fred?” Diana cing thang héi. “ft nhat
ong ciing biét 1a dan 6ng hay dan ba chi.”

“T6i khong thdy quan 4o dau cda, c6 Goode.”

“T6t hon hét 6ng nén chi cho t6i xem.”

Phoebe ditng bat day lam Fred ciing ling ting nhém 1én. “T6i nghi la
khong nén, thwa 6. Toi khong mudn c6 ngat xiu dau.”

“Thé thi toi sé ty di.” Phoebe bat ngd mim cuwdi va dat tay 1én canh tay
ong. “Xin 16i nhung t6i phai nhin cai xac. Ong hiéu ma, phai Fred?”

Freb dui tat diéu thudc va kéo tdm chan chat hon quanh vai. “Néu co6
kién quyét nhw vay, toi sé di cung. C6 khong nén nhin thdy canh d6 mét
minh.”

“Cam on ong.” Phoebe quay sang Diana. “Cau goi dién cho canh sat
giup minh nhé?”

“Pugc.”

Anne kéo ghé ra sau. “Minh sé di v6i cau.” C6 bang qua bai c6 theo
Phoebe va Fred, khong quén ngoai lai dan Diana: “ Cau c6 thé rét san mot
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chit brandy, minh sé can day, ngay ca khi khéng ai muén uong.”

Phai vai mét nita m@i dén ham trir dong, nhung ho da dirng chan, lo lang co
cum lai. Ham tri* dong la mot khoi kién tric hiém gap, tréng na na mot qua
doi nho, dugc thiét ké va xay dung twr thé ki 18. N6 dugc dung lam noi trit
bang, nhung da ngung st dung nhiéu nam roi, ké ti khi ti lanh ra doi. Vi
uy quyeén tuyét doi cia minh, me thién nhién lai mot lan nita thong tri noi
day bang vo s6 cdy tam ma moc quanh phan mong, tao nén sy két hop doc
dao gitta mai vom nhan tao va phan dat cing ty nhién. Ctta vao duy nhat
ctia ham trit dong mot khung ctra thap va réng, trd trén birc twdng nam cudi
16i di moc day cay dai. Canh ctra khuat sau mot bui mam x6i chang chit
trong nhuw tdim rém day nhitng gai. Ctra 10 ra la do Fred da phat quang va
vach tdm rém sang mot bén.

Mot chiéc dén pin nam chéng cho duwdi nén dat. Phoebe nhat 1én. “Sao ty
nhién 6ng lai muén vao day thé? Chung ta khong st dung noi nay sudt bao
nhiéu nam r6i ma.”

Fred nhan mat. “T6i wdc gi minh khong vao, thé c6 Chua. Mat khong
thdy thi tdm khong phan, thuc sy la thé. Bay gio toi dang sira lai twong bao
ctia vuon rau. Tuan tredc né bi do, mot nira so6 gach khong dung lai dugc
nita. Trong gach man nat hét ca, t6i da hiéu tai sao bic twong lai sap. To6i
lién nhé tdi s6 gach ldc d& mai nha may nam vé tredc. Ching ta cat vao
day ma. Co cling dan: ¢ C giit lai nhitng phan con t6t, biét dau sé can dén
dé stta chita. ’ ”

“T6i nhd.”

“Thé nén t6i dinh dung chiing dé sira bitc twong.”

“Pwong nhién roi. Ong phai phat bé ddm mam x6i a?”

Fred gat dau. “T6i khong tai nao nhin thdy 16i vao, né bi lap hét cd, ong
tro cai liém dat canh ham. “To6i di ting va dung dung cu nay dé xa ly.”

“Pi th6i,” Anne dot nhién lén tiéng. “Vao xem cho xong di. N6i chuyén
cling khong gitip moi si dé dang hon dau.”
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“Phai,” Phoebe diém tinh n6i. “Canh ctta c6 mé réng hon chiit nao so vGi
luc ong roi di khong?”

“Co ddy thwa c6. Toi da diy m& hét cd trwde khi giam phai thi bén
trong. Nhung t0i cling don sitc kéo ctra lai Iic bo di, tranh cho ai lac vao.”
Fred can moi. “Co diéu, ding la bay gio canh ctta da mé rong hon that.”

Ong mién cudng tién 1én trwdc, bat thinh linh dap tung canh ctra. Ciia
mé& ra cung tiéng kéo ket ctia ban 1é. Phoebe ctii ngudi va roi den pin,
nhuém thit anh sang vang vot vao khong gian bén trong. Can ham khéng
con nhiéu khodng t6i. Xac chét tham den khong mdt va canh Hedges dang
v6 tw quan thdo trén dong rudt nat rita khién c6 buén non. Con cho chay ra
ngoai, phe phay duoi giita hai chan r6i nam dai nhin c6 trit sach cho tra
vira uong xudng bai cé.
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S& Canh sat Silvethome, mot biéu twgng cta chién thang, mang dang vé
hién dai v6i nhitng dwdng nét ma rém va cira so t6i mau dong kin dang anh
lén trong nang. Trong n6 noi bat han gitta khung cénh it nhiéu mang vé
truyén thong xung quanh. Bén trong, diéu hoa lai héng nén nhiéu gid qua,
ca bau khong khi lam viéc lan cac canh sat c6 mat & day déu nhw muén boc
hoa. Ho cau badn va cii co lan nhau nhw tré con. Ai c6 thé di thi déu da ra
ngoai. Ké & lai ti nanh v6i ho, chi cham cham 6m 1ay quat dién ctia minh va
cau nguyén ca trgc nhanh két thic. Chanh thanh tra Walsh ciling dang va
mo hoi trén dong giay to trong van phong. Nhung v4i 6ng, 1énh diéu dong
mot t0 canh sat tdi dién trang Streech that khong khac nao luong gié twoi
mat diéu ki théi qua nhitng khung ctta s6 kin mit. Ong vui vé huyt so trén
dwong dén phong hop. Con véi trung si McLoughlin, nguwoi dwoc cat ctir dé
giip do chanh thanh tra thi viéc 16 gi0 quan bar m& ctta va khong dugc
udng vai bia lanh ma anh da ty hita tang chinh minh that khong khac nao
giot nudc tran ly.

Diana nghe thay tiéng 6 t6 trwdc tat cd moi ngwoi. Co udéng noét cho brandy
va dé chiéc ly vao ta btip phé. “Nhanh chan lén, cac c6 gai. Ho dén roi.”
Phoebe buéc dén truwde 16 swdi, gwrong mat trang béch di thuwdng trén nén
toc dé ruc. Voc nguoi dong dong cao, cd hiém khi mac gi khac ngoai so mi
ké ca r6 va quan Levis cii. Nhung tir ham trit dong tré ra, cd da thay sang
vay lua cao c0, dai tay. Trong c6 rat hai hoa v&i can phong thanh nha trang
hoang theo tong nhat c6 dién cung nhitng tdm rém nhung xép nép, nhung
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trong mat Anne, c6 lai tré nén that xa la. Phoebe mim cwdGi véi hai ngwoi
ban. “Minh xin 16i.”

Anne van dang rit thuéc nhw moi khi. C6 nga dau ra sofa, ngira mat nha
mot luong khéi xam. “Pirng ngé ngan thé,” c6 thang thirng dap. “Chang ai
bat cau chiu trach nhiém chi vi mgt thang ngu di chon dat nha cau ma chét.
Loi giai thich don gian la thé nay: Mot ldo gia lang thang da nham cho ay
lam chdn dung than va dot nhién Ién con dau tim.”

“Minh ciing nghi nhw vay,” Diana néi va tién vé phia sofa. “Cho minh
mot diéu thudc di, ban than mén. Day than kinh cia minh cang nhw day
dan, chi dgi mot ban concerto Rachmaninov tdu 1én nita thoi.”

Anne cudi khic khich va dwa goéi thuée cho ban. “Cau muon mét diéu
khong, Pheeb?”

Phoebe lac dau va lo dang kéo vat vay 1én chui mat kinh. C6 khong mac
do 16t bén trong. Hanh dong v6 thitc do6 khién Anne yén tam it nhiéu.

“Sé chang chiéc kinh nao nguyén ven néu cau tiép tuc lam thé dau,” co
diu dang noi.

Phoebe thé dai, tha vay xudng va deo kinh 1én. “Nhitng ngwoi lang thang
khong khda than roi 1én con dau tim trén dat nha ngudi khac,” c6 noi.

Chudng ctra reo vang. Ho nghe thdy tiéng Molly Phililip vg Fred, im
lang tién vé phia ctra trwdc. Theo ban nang, Anne va Diana ti dong dirng
vé hai bén 10 suwdi, Phoebe ¢ gitta. Khi ctta bat m@, Diana bong nhan thay
day chwa han la mot y hay, ho don thuan muén tng ho Phoebe, nhung e
rang canh sat lai nhin nhan sy sap xép nay theo hwéng bao che cho nhau.

Molly dan hai nguwdi dan 6ng di vao. “Chanh thanh tra Walsh va trung si
McLoughlin, thwa c6. Con cd dong ngwoi ngoai kia nita. T6i c6 nén bao
Fred dé mat dén ho khong?”

“Khong, thé 1a 6n r6i, Molly a. Toi chac chan ho sé cv xt diing muc

N

ma.
“Néu cb da noi vay thi cling dugc théi. Nhung téi khong cho 1a thé dau.
May doi chan to bé 16ng ngéng cta ho da cay xdi khap vat sé6i ma Fred vira
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can than cao bang sang nay?” Ba tritng mat nhin hai nguwdi dan 6ng vai vé
budc toi.

“Cam on ba, Molly. Ba c6 thé pha tra cho moi nguoi khong? Toi dam
bao ai cling sé thich cho ma xem.”

“Co noi phai.” Ba ta dong ctra lai sau lung va gidm chan ram ram doc
theo hanh lang vé phia bép.

George Walsh dgi tiéng bwdc chan im han, mdi tién dén va chia tay ra.
Chanh thanh tra 1a mét nguwdi gu luwng, gay go, co thoi quen giat dau sang ca
hai bén kha quai di, ching khac gi bénh nhan mac chitng Parkinson, khién
bé ngoai ctia 6ng nhudém vé yéu 6t gia tao.

“Chao c¢6 Maybury. Néu c6 chwa quén thi tredc day ching ta da gap
nhau r6i.” Ong van nhé nhv in 1an gip g& dau tién, cd ding ding & chd
dang dirng lic nay. Vay ma da muwoi nam. C6 hau nhw chang thay doi gi,
van la nit chu nhan cua dién trang xa x6i tach bi ét, dwgc bao boc nho gia
thé ctia minh. Bi kich nhw thé chwa titng xdy ra. R6 rang, chang c6 dau hiéu
t0i 4c nao trén gwong mat than nhién twoi cwdi kia. Vé diém tinh ¢ c6 qua
bat thwong. Dan lang goi c6 la phu thiy, va 6ng hiéu vi sao.

Phoebe bat tay chanh thanh tra. “T6i con nhé. D6 la vu an 16n dau tién
ctia 6ng ma.” Gigng co tram va cuén hut. “Hoéi dy 6ng méi chi 1a thanh tra
th6i. Chac 6ng chwa gdp cac ban cua t6i, co Cattrell va cd6 Goode.” Co chi
vé phia Anne va Diana, hai ngudi cting lich sy bat tay Walsh. “Hién tai, ho
song & day.

Chanh thanh tra quan sat hai ngwoi phu nit voi vé hitng thu. “Thueong tra
a?” ong hai.

“Gan nhv la vay,” Diana néi. “Khi cong viéc khéng bat budc phai di xa.
Ching t6i déu lam nghé tw do. Toi thiét ké ndi that, con Anne la phong
vién.” Walsh gat dau, nhung Anne chac chan 6ng ta da biét hét nhitng diéu
Diana vtra noi.

“T6i lay 1am ghen ti véi cac co ddy, ” Walsh thanh that n6i, 6ng da thich
meé dién trang Streech ké tit lan dau tién trong thay no.
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Phoebe chia tay vé phia nguwdi dan 6ng con lai. “Chao anh, trung si
McLoughlin. Cho phép toi gidi thiéu co Goode va co Cattrell.”

McLoughlin trén dwdi ba muoi lam, cung tudi v6i ho, bé ngoai cé vé la
nguoi tram tinh, kiém 10i. V6i anh mat lanh 1o va d6i mo6i mim chat nhw
mang trong minh sy cau kinh, tdp trung va tan nhan ctia s canh sat, anh ta
ném vao Phoebe va nhithg ngudi ban cia ¢6 cai nhin chan ngay, coi
thwong, dong tac bat tay cling chi ho hitng 1ay 1é. Sy khinh ghét va chéan
chwong dy nhuw cai tat tho bao d6i véi may ngudi phu ni.

Anne ditng bat day, liéu linh va thach thic, triudc sy bat ngd ctia hai cd
ban, nhitng ngwdi cé thé cam nhan dwgc con thinh nd caa co. “Troi, troi a!
Nay trung si, anh da nghe don thoi gi vé ching toi thé.” Cé nhao bang
nhwéng mot bén chan may réi c6 tinh vuét nhitng ngén tay doc theo ong
quan. “Han anh m&i dit sita me nén khong c6 mat & day vao lan tredce, khi
dién trang tré thanh trung tdm chd y cta canh sat. Gio dé t6i doan xem.
Danh tiéng vé ching t6i,” c6 chi vao minh va hai ngudi ban, “ching toi biét
ngoai kia ho don dai thé nao. T6i tw hoi khong rd diéu gi khién anh kho
chiu nhat day? Lam dung tré em, bua chd phu thiy hay dong tinh nit?” Co
cham cham quan sat gwong mat anh vdi vé khinh miét. “Han la dong tinh
ni r6i,” c¢6 lam bam. “Phdi, anh sé cho rang day la diéu kinh tém va nguy
hiém nhat, nhung vira hay do6 lai la diéu duy nhat chinh xac ddy, chang phai
sao?”

Con cau gian cta McLoughlin, von da bi thoi tiét néng nyc thiéu dot
suyt chut nita thi phun trao. Anh hit thé that sau. “T6i chang c6 gi phan doi
gidi 0 moi ca, co Cattrell a,” anh binh than dap. “To6i chi khong bao gio
muon dinh liu téi bat ¢ ai trong s6 ho thoi.”

Diana dui tat diéu thudc, hoi manh tay hon can thiét. Co cat tiéng kho
khoc: “Dtung tréu choc nguwdi dan ong toi nghiép nay. Anh ta sé can dén
toan bd tri khon dé phan loai cai dong bay nhay trong ham trit dong day.”

Phoebe citng nguwdi. Co ngoi xudng chiéc ghé gan minh nhat va ra hiéu
cho nhitng ngwdi khac ngoi xuong. Walsh chon ghé doéi dién c6, Anne va
Diana ngoi trén sofa, mac ké McLoughlin phai ghé mong lén chiéc ghé dau
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trdi dém trang nha. Ai ciing nhan thay sy kho chiu cta anh ta khi phai ngo6i
¢ tu thé dé, doi chan dai gap lai mot cach ki quac

“Can than dung lam gdy ghé, trung si a,” Walsh quat. “Toi cling ghét
nhitng ké vung vé chang kém gi ba quan gia hoi nay dau. Nao, gio thi c6
Maybury, cé 1é c6 sé mudn ndi rd 1y do goi ching t6i dén day chi?”

“Toi twdng co Goode da giai thich qua dién thoai r6i.”

Ong 16i mot mau giay ra tit tii 4o0. ““X4c trong ham trit dong, dién trang
Streech. Phat hién Iic 4 gio 35 Phit chiéu.” Khong nhiéu thong tin 1am nhi?
Keé cho t6i nghe xem, cu thé da xdy ra chuyén gi.”

“Thuc sy thi c6 vay théi Fred Phillips, ngwdi lam vweon, da tim thay cai
xac vao khoang thoi gian d6 va chay ra bao vdi ching toi. Diana la nguoi
goi cho cac o6ng trong lic Fred dwa Anne va toi dén nhin cai xac.”

“Vay la c6 da nhin thady n6?”

“Pung thé.”

“P6 la ai? Co biét khong?”

“Khong thé nhan dang dugc.”

Anne dot nhién bat ltta cham mot diéu thudc khac. “No6 thoi rita, den
ngom, kinh tdm. Khong ai nhan dang n6i.” Co sot rudt noi, chat giong tram
nhan manh tirng tir mot.

Walsh gat dau. “T6i hiéu r6i. La nguwoi lam vuwon da goi y c6 nén dén
xem phai khong?”

Phoebe lac dau. “Khong, 6ng ay khuyén t6i khong nén lam thé. La t6i
khang khang muén vay.”

“V1 sao?”

Co nhtn vai. “Bén tinh t0 mo, t6i nghi thé. Chang 1é ong sé khong di u?”

Vién thanh tra im lang mot thoang. “Cé phai chong co6 khéng, co
Maybury?”

“T6i da noi 1a cai xac khong thé nhan dang dwgc ma.”

“Co phéi cd khang khang muon di vi ¢6 nghi d6 cé thé la chong minh
khong?”
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“Puwong nhién. Nhung t6i da nhan ra kha nang rat thap.”

“Vi sao?”

“Vi mot cau cua Fred. Ong ay nhéc toi rdng, chiing tdi da cat gach trong
ham tri* dong khodng sau nam trwdc, khi d& bé mot chai nha phu. Lic ay
David di dugce bon nam ro6i.”

“Chua bao gio tim thdy x4c anh ta. Ciling khong lan ra bat c dau vét
nao,” Walsh nhac nhg, “ biét dau anh ta da quay lai.”

Diana bat cudi, vé bon chon. “Han ta khong thé quay lai. Han ta chét r6i.
Bi giét.”

“La m sao co biét, co Goode?”

“Bdi néu cé thé, han da quay veé tr lau. David luon biét minh nén kiém
chac tw dau.”

Walsh bat chéo chan va mim cwdi. “Vu an van bo ngo6. Ching t6i chua
thé chitng minh duwgc anh ta c6 bi giét hai hay khong.”

Khuon mat Diana dot nhién tré nén dit tgn. “Bdi cac 6ng da don toan luc
dé c6 gan tdi gidt ngudi cho Phoebe. Ong chi tir b khi khong chitng minh
noi thoi. Tham chi 6ng khong théem hoi dén danh sach tinh nghi. T6i san
sang dua ra hang tram cai tén thich hgp. Anne thtra sttc dva ra ca tram cai
tén khac. David Maybury ro rang la mot tén khon. Han ta dang chét.” Co tw
héi khong biét minh cé qua trén hay khong va thoang liéc vé phia Phoebe.
“Xin 10i nhé, cwng, nhwng mwdi nam truedc, néu c6 nhiéu nguwdi hon ditng
ra bao vé cau, c6 1&é moi chuyén da dé dang hon véi cau r6i.”

Anne gat dau tan dong. “Ong s& lang phi rat nhiéu thoi gian néu cho ring
cai thi ngoai kia la David Maybury.” Co ditng day va budc dén ngoi 1én
thanh ghé ctia Phoebe. “Néu 6ng can nguwdi lam chitng, thi thanh tra a, ca
Diana va toi da giap don dep dong rac tich tirt bao nam ra khéi ham triv
dong truedc khi Fred chat gach vao. Chang c6 thi thé nao trong ham sau nam
vé trwdc. Phdi vay khong, Di?”

Diana thich thi khé nghiéng dau. “Du sao, do cling khong phai 1a noi c6
thé tim thdy xac David. C6 khi han dang & day dai dwong, lam moi cho
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dam cua va tom hum r6i ciing nén.” C6 nhin McLoughlin. “Anh cé thich
cua khong, trung si?”

Walsh chen vao, tridc khi McLonghlin kip m& miéng: “Chuing t6i da lan
theo tat ca cdc moi quan hé ctia anh Maybury va khong tim dwgc manh
bang chitng nao lién quan dén sy mat tich ctia anh ta hét.”

Anne bing diéu thudc vao 10 swdi. “Nham nhi!” c6 khé kéu 1én. “Dé t6i
néi ong nghe diéu nay, 6ng chwa hé hoi dén toi, du dang ra to6i phai nam
trong tOp muoi trén mot tram ké tinh nghi kia.”

“Han c6 da nham, c6 Cattrell a,” chanh thanh tra Walsh diém tinh néi.
“Chung to6i nghién cttu ho so cua c6 rat ki. Tai thoi diém anh Maybury bién
mat, hay noi cach khac la trong su6t thoi gian ching t6i tién hanh diéu tra,
co da di cam trai cung ban bé & Greenham Common, dwdi sy giam sat cia
lwc lwong Khong quan Hoa Ky déng ¢ do, ctia ca canh sat Newbury va dua
loai mdy quay nita. C6 thé coi day la bang chitng ngoai pham dugc r6i.”

“Ong né6i phai. Toi quén mat. That cam kich.” C6 cudi khiic khich,“Lic
dé6 toi dang co tim dé tai dé dang lén phu san mau.” Qua khée mat, co thay
d6i moi McLoughlin kéo thanh mot dwong méng dinh vé phan bac. C6 tiép
tuc v6i giong mo mang: “Nhung chét tiét, vui lam luon. Dgt cam trai do la
ki niém tuyét nhat cta doi t6i.”

Phoebe chau may, dat ban tay minh lén canh tay Anne t6 y ngan co6 noi
tiép r6i ditng day. “Tranh cai mai ciing chi ton céng vo ich théi. Phai kham
nghiém t& thi m@&i biét chinh xac c6 phdi David hay khong. Néu cac 6ng
muon, t6i sé dan cac ong t6i cho cai xac.”

“DPé Fred dan di,” Diana phan doi.

“Khong. Hom nay 6ng ay da qua strc r6i. Minh 6n ma. Cau xudng xem
Molly pha tra thé nao gitip minh nhé?”

Phoebe mé& khung ctta kiéu Phap va buéc di tredce ra san. Pang nam trén
nhitng phién da lat am ap, Benson va Hedges nhom day, ric mdi vao tay
c6. Long Hedges van xu bong sau khi tam. Phoebe dirng lai dé xoa dau va
khé kéo tai né. “Co6 mot diéu toi nghi 1a can noéi trede véi 6ng.”
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Pang doi theo ho tit phong khach, Anne bat cudi sang sac. “Phoebe sap
stta thd nhan vé 16i 1am bé nhoé ctia Hedges va vién trung si da tai mét mat
may roi.”

Diana nhom Ién tir sofa va buéc vé phia c6 ban. “Pirng danh gia thap
anh ta. Poi khi cau ctt nhw ké ngdc ay. Sao cau nhat dinh phai chdng doi tat
ca thé?”

“Nao c6. Bon gidn 1a minh khéng muén khim nim truwéc nhitng suy
nghi nho nhen cta ho ma thoi. Néu ho cam thady minh chéng déi thi do la
van dé cta ho. Nguyén tac la khong théa hiép. Ho dugc dang chan thi sé
lan dang dau.”

“Co 1é vay, nhung cau dau can chan hong may ngudi do. Lic nay nin
nhin thi hitu ich hon. Ching ta c6 mot cai xac & day day. Hay cau quén
r6i?” Giong co6 lo lang hon la mia mai.

Anne roi mat khéi ctra s6. “Co 1é cau noi dung,” c6 ngoan ngoan dong y.

“Vay cau sé than trong chu?”

“Minh sé than trong.”

Diana chau may. “Minh wdc c6 thé hiéu cdu. Nhung cau biét day, minh
chang bao gio hiéu noi cau.”

Nhin gwong mat lo lang cua ban, Anne bong thay mui long. Di gia toi
nghiép, han c6 ay ghét nhitng chuyén nay lam. Bang 1é c6 ay khong nén
dén Streech. Méi truong thich hgp véi Di la thap nga, noi khach viéng
tham phdai duwgc kham xét ki cang va chang bao gio n6i diéu gi kho chiu.
“Cau khong gap van dé gi trong viéc thau hiéu minh hét,” Anne nhe nhang
néi. “Cau chi thay khé ma dong thuan véi minh théi. Chu nghia bat tri tam
thwong ctia minh gdy ton thuwong dén sy nhay cdm cda cau. Minh thudong
ban khoan lam sao cau chiu duwoc.”

Diana di vé phia ctta. “Nhac mdi nhd, lan sau néu cau muén minh néi
do6i cho cdu, nhé canh bao minh trwdc, dugc ch¥? Minh khong gioi kiém
soat co mat nhw cau dau.”

“V& van,” Anne nhdy 1én mé6t chi€c ghé banh. “Cau la ké néi déi tai
ndng nhat ma minh tirng biét.”
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Diana ngitng lai, tay dat trén nam ddm ctra. “Sao cau lai n6i thé?” c6
danh giong.

Anne xoa bop phan that lung cing do. “Béi vi, minh cé mat khi ciu
khen Weevil rang c6 ta that am twong viéc lywa chon mau sac cho phong
khach. Ai ma thét ra dugc may 10i dy véi thai do nghiém tic nhw thé thi
han phai la thién tai dién kich.”

“Co Keevil,” Diana sra, va mim cuw0i quay lai nhin ban. “Dang 1é khong
bao gid nén dé cau di véi minh. Hop dong d6 dang gia ca gia tai.”

Anne van tiép tuc cham choc: “Minh céan di nho xe va cau dau thé trach
minh vi nh@ sai tén co6 ta. Co ta diéu chay nwdc. Du sao, minh cling da giup
cau roi d6. Tham hong anh dao va rém xanh néi chudi, lay Chuaa! Hay nghi
dén danh tiéng cda cau di.”

“Cha c0 ta la 1ai budn hoa qud, cau biét ma.”

“Cau lam minh ngac nhién ghé,” Anne kho khan dap.
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Chanh thanh tra Walsh c6 ngan con ghé tém dang quan lén trong ruot.
Trung si McLoughlin lai khong giéi kiem ché nhw vay. Anh chay thang ra
ngoai va noén théc non thao vao bui tdm ma gan day. Von khong biét
Phoebe Maybury la ngwoi dé thong cam, anh thay that may man khi c6 da
trd lai nha chinh va khong & day chitng kién canh nay.

“Khong dep mat lam nhi?” Walsh nhan xét khi trung si tré lai. “Buwéc can
than nhé. Tung tée khap noi. Han la do con ché x4o tung 1én.”

McLoughlin gio khan tay che miéng va non khan. Mui bia boc 1én.
Walsh nhin anh véi vé ac cdm. La mot ngwoi kho tinh, 6ng thdy sy mau
thuan & nguoi khac la diéu khé long chdp nhan. Hiéu ré6 vé McLoughlin
cling nhu bao ké lam viéc chung v6i minh, 6ng luon nghi anh ta thudc tuyp
tan tuy, trung thue, thong minh va dang tin cay. Walsh tham chi con thich
anh ta, mot trong so6 it nguwdi chiu dung dwgc tinh khi khé chiéu ctia 6ng,
nhung su yéu dudi lic nay cia McLoughlin khién 6ng phat cau. “Cau lam
sao vay?” ong gang hoi. “Nam phut trwdc cau tham chi con khong gitt phép
lich s, gio thi lai non ge nhw mot dita tré chét giam.”

“Khong co6 gi, thwa sép.”

“Khong c6 gi, thwa sép,” Walsh gay gat nhai lai. 6ng han sé no6i nhiéu
hon nhung vi qua gian nén chang buén noéi nita. Thd hat mot tiéng, ong
cam canh tay McLoughlin va day ra ngoai. “Goi nhan vién hién treong cho
toi va mang vai cai deén ti té vao day, khong nhin rd gi hét. Bdo véi bac si
Webster dén cang nhanh cang tot. T6i da dé lai 10i nhan cho 6ng ta, nén bay
gid hin 1a dng ta c6 mit & d6 r6i.” Ong vung vé vd nhe vao canh tay
McLoughlin, vi nhé ra rang trung si la ngwoi thwong ting ho chi khong phi
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bang minh. “Néu cau nay khién cau cam thay an ti phan nao, thi toi phai
tha that, Andy a, tdi chwra tirng thay tht gi kinh tém dén thé.”

McLoughlin vui mtng khi dugce tré lai nha chinh, con chanh thanh tra
Walsh luc tdi 1ay tau, nhoi day thudc va tram ngam cham lira, bat dau xem
xét mdt dat cung nhitng bui mam x6i quanh ctta va 16i di. Ching c6 thé
cung cap it nhiéu thong tin. Mua hé vira r6i rat khac thwong. Vao bon tuan
cudi cung, nang van chéi chang nhu thiéu nhw dot. L6i di duy nhat 6ng c6
thé nhin thay la noi cé diu chan, r6 rang la cua Fred, dap 1én dam co dai
phia trudc nhitng bui mam x6i. Néu trudc day con 16i di nao khac, han
ching da hoang hda tir 1au roi. May bui mam x6i c6 thé hé 16 thém diéu gi
dé. RO rang néu khong con duong nao khac dé vao ham trit dong, kiéu gi
cai xac cling phai budc qua tdm rao chan day gai nay, du con song va di
bang hai chan, hay da chét va nam trén lwng ké khac.

Van dé la, cai xac ¢ day tir khi nao? Con ac mong nay dién ra bao lau
16i?

Ong cham rdi di quanh, xem xét bén ngoai ham trit déng. Puong nhién,
ong c6 thé tin rang canh cta la 16i vao duy nhat. Nhung 6ng 1ay ly do
khong muén x4o tron hién treong mot cach khéng can thiét dé bién ho cho
s mién cudng cua minh. Thanh thy'c ma néi, 6ng biét thira day chi la nguy
bién. Nam m6 rung ron nay chang hap dan chit nao v6i mét ngudi dang
don doc, dau la vién canh sat dang quyét tam tim ra su that di chang nira.

Ong tap trung nghién ciru phan dat xung quanh cdy nguyét qué ding sau
ham, nhat mét cai que hat bo 16p 14 rung day & do. Bén duwéi la nén gach
ran chac, da sitc cam cy thém hai tram nam nita ma khong bi dam ré cay
tan pha. 6ng nghi, thoi xwa ma ho da xay dung kién c6 thé nay.

Ngbi x6m mét ltic, 6ng hit thudc roi tiép tuc tim kiém. Ong choc que
vao nhitng khodng tréng trong bui gai moc xung quanh nhung khong tim
thay diém nao khac thwong. 6ng quay lai ctra ham sam soi bui mam xoi.

Walsh khong gioi lam vuon, nén ong trong cdy ca vao vg viéc cham soc
khu vueon nhé & nha, noi cay c6i hoa c6 déu moc ngay ngan trong bon.
Nhwng con mat mot ké ngoai dao nhuw 6ng van nhén ra bui mam xo6i nay da
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moc tr rat 1au roi. Ong nghién cttu that 1au dat va co trén 16i di, can than
tranh cho c6 da giam 1én roi x6m xudng canh ddm mam xo6i da bi phat bt
va dap rap. Nhitng than cay gdy van twoi va chay nhya phan 16n qua con
xanh cling c6 qua da chin han, mau den mong nwdc noi bat gitta cay 14 xo
xac, Walsh dung dau que can than ndng dam canh 14 ta toi minh 1én va ghé
mat nhin xuéng dudi.

“Phat hién ra diéu gi sao, thwa sép?” McLoughlin da quay lai.

“Nhin bén duéi di, va n6i cho t6i biét cau thay gi.”

McLoughlin ngoan ngoan quy xudng bén canh Walsh cham cham nhin
vao cho 6ng dang chi “T6i can tim thi gi day? ”

“Hay dé y xem c6 canh cay nao bi giam gay tir trudc khong. Xac chét
cta ching ta khong di ca kheo dé budc qua dong nay dugc. ”

McLoughlin lac dau. “Phdi tach tirng bui cay nho ra thi may ra mgi thay.
Chang dé dang hay vui vé gi dau. Du ai phat dam cay nay, han nguoi do da
ton kha nhiéu céng sirc day.”

Walsh rut cai que ra va vut di. “Nguwoi lam veon, thi Maybury.”

“Trong nhu thé ong ta da 1ai xe lu qua vay.”

“Tha vi that, khong phai sao?” Walsh ding day. “Cau goi Webster
chua?”

“Ong 4y dang di, chic sé dén trong vong mudi phit nita, tdi di bao
nhitng ngwoi khac dgi ong dy. Nick Robinson ciing di 1dy dén va camera
réi. Nguoi lam vweon sé dan tat ca xuong day khi nao Webster dén. Ngoai
trir Williams. T6i dan cau ta lai nha chinh dé 1ay 16i khai. Cau ta kha nhay
bén. Néu c6 gi kha nghi, ciu ta sé phat hién ra ngay. ”

“Tét. Xe chd xac thi sao?*

“Pang chd san & s6.“

Walsh buwéc thém vai mét nita va ngoi xuéng co. “Chuing ta sé chg. Gio
thi ching 1am dwoc gi hét, phai doi chup anh xong di.” Ong nhéch mép,
nha khéi thudc va li€c nhin McLoughlin. “Mot céi xac tran truéng thi lam
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gi trong ham trit dong ctia c6 Maybury, ha trung si? Va cai gi hodc c6 1€ la
con gi, da an n6?”

McLoughlin lai rén 1én va mo tim khan tay.

Ha si Williams da 1ay 10i khai ctia c6 Maybury, c6 Goode va c6 Cattrell.
Gio cau dang n6i chuyén v6i Molly Philips & trong bép. Khong hiéu sao, ba
ta c¥ cO tinh t6 ra bat hgp tac. Cau titc t6i nghi dén may dong nghiép gidi
vo viéc nhan nha vé minh. Vi vé thoa man ra mat, ho theo Fred Phillips
xudng vuon, cung nhitng nguwdi maéi dén va dua loai vat dung linh tinh. Lic
nhin thdy guwong mat Andy McLoughin khi chay ra to* ham trit dong,
Williams v6 cung to mo mudn biét chuyén gi dang dién ra & d6. Day than
kinh ctia McLoughlin dvgc ren tw thép Scotland, vay ma gio trong anh ta ra
roi nhu mot con cho doéi.

Williams mién cwdng quay trd lai cong viéc ctia minh. “Vay thoi diém
dau tién ba biét vé cai xac chinh la Iic c6 Goode goi dién cho canh sat phai
khong?”

“Thé thi sao? ”

Cau tirc t6i nhin ba ta. “Lic nao ba cling tra 161 bang cach hoi lai a? ”

“Thinh thoang. B¢ la viéc cua t6i.”

Williams la kiéu thanh nién luén khién ngudi ta nhan xét: ¢ Canh sat
cang ngay cang tré tudi nhi! > Cau lién doi sang chién lwgc do danh titng
hiéu qua doi ba lan trong qua khit: “U a, nghe nay...”

“Pirng c6 goi toi 1a u,” Molly han hoc cat ngang. “Cau khong phai con
toi. T6i khong c6é con.” Ba quay lung vé phia cau va luon tay thai ca r6t cho
vao xoong. “Cau phai biét xau ho chit. Me cau sé ndi gi ha? Ba ay la nguoi
duy nhat cau dwgc phép goi nhu thé.”

Con bo gia cdm cau, cau nghi. Nhin doi vai gay va u rii kia, cau doan van
dé cua ba ta la chwa dwgc lao chong gia tan cho mot tran dén noi dén chon.
“T6i tham chi con chang biét ba ay la ai nita. ”

Molly khyng lai trong giay lat, con dao gio cao, r6i ba tiép tuc thai,
nhung khong noi gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Williams tht chién thuat khac. “Ba Phillips, t6i dang c6 gang thu thap
cac thong tin co ban vé viéc phat hién ra cai xac. Co Goode ké la da vao
nha dé goi dién cho ching t6i. C6 ay ndi, bay gio ba dang & sanh. Sau dé,
co dy xuong ham dé 1ay brandy vi trong tu bip phé khong con giot nao. C6
dung vay khong?”

“C0 Goode da n6i vay roi, cau con muon gi nita. Pau can phai xuong day
dé 1én lat tim hiéu xem c6 dy c6 noéi doéi hay khong. ”

Anh nhin cta Williams tré nén sic bén. “C6 dy c6 néi déi sao? ”

“Khong. Tat nhién la khéng.”

“Thé tat ca nhitng an y ndy gio la gi? ” cau gian di héi lai. “Ba dang
giau giém diéu gi? ”

Molly quay phat lai. “Ping c6 1én giong véi t6i. T6i biét loai ngwdi nhw
cau. Chang c6 gi tot dep hon ngwoi khac hét. Cau chang doa dugc toi dau.”
Ba cam ludn tach tra ndy gio van dat trén ban tredc mat cdu va viit toet vao
bon rita. Cau dam thé rang mat ba ta ngan ngan nuwdc.

Nhan vién hién truong ctia s& canh sat than trong budc ra ngoai va quang
day may anh qua c6. “Xong roi, thia sép, ” anh ta néi vi Walsh

Chanh thanh tra dat mot tay 1én vai anh ta. “T6t lam. Cau mang vé s& va
xtt 1y tiép nhé.” Ong quay sang bac si phdp y. “Ching ta vao cha,
Webster?”

Bac si Webster bam moi cuwoi. “Toi cé Iva chon nao khac dau?”

“Anh di trudce di,” Walsh dap cuoi voi vé ranh manh.

Khung canh bén trong gio da dugc thap sang nhd nhitng bong den huynh
quang chay bang pin. Moi chi tiét dwgc trung ra véi do sac nét tuyét doi,
khong con khoang t0i nao gitp gidm tac dong gay sot nita. Walsh binh than
quan sat cai xac. Qua that, viéc ti€p xic qua nhiéu vadi bao lwc c6 thé khién
nguoi ta chai cttng. Ong hau nhw ching con nhé cadm gidc ghé tdm ban dau,
du cé 1é anh deén ciling da gitp ich phan nao. Khi éng con la mot dira tré,
béng t6i luén mang theo noi kinh hoang. Nhitng con quai vat hinh thanh tir
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tri twéng twong an nap & moi ngoc ngach trong phong ngt. Cha 6ng tuy la
mot nguwdi dan ong tit t€ ¢ nhiéu phwong dién, nhwng lai thady ho then khi
nghi con trai minh 1a dita nhu nhwoc. Ong té ra 1anh dam va lam ngo trudc
nhitng tiéng khéc thét trong phong ngt cta con, noi tit ca béng dén déu bi
thao bo.

“Lay Chuia,” Webster thot 1én khi xem xét mat san ham tri* dong vdi vé
kinh tém. Ong can than di vao giita ham, c6 tranh nhitng manh ndi tang
tung tée dang nam rai rac trén nén da. 6ng nhin phan dau, va kéu lén lan
nita: “Lay Chuaa.”

Van con dinh lién véi than trén nho sgi gan da tham den, cai dau bi kep
gitta khe h@ trén cung cta chong gach dugc xép gon ghé. MG téc xam xin
mau, dai nhw téc phu nit, x6 ra tir khe hé. Hai hoc mat trong hoac cho thay
phan xwong bén trong. Ham trén va ham dwdi trang ¢n noi bat trén nén co
thit den thui cia khuon mat. Phan nguc trong nhw thé bi roc thit mot cach
diéu luyén. Ntra than duéi veo sang bén mot cach bat thwong, trong tuw thé
ma khong mot nguwdi con song nao, du déo dai dén dau, cé thé thé hién
dugce. O bung khéng con lai gi, chi s6t mady manh vun virong vai trén san.
B0 phan sinh duc da mat. Gac 1én mot chong gach nhé hon nam cach cai
xac khodng hon mot mét la canh tay trai da bi r6c kha nhiéu thit. Chuat gan
con lai ching t6 no bi van lia ra tiv khuyu. Canh tay phai ép vao than tren,
cling den xi nhu dau va 10i ra nhitng manh xwong trong. Con déi chan, chi
duy bap chan va ban chéan la duy tri dugc dwong nét, nhuwng ching nam
cach xa nhau dén mitc 16 bich va bi van ngugc khién gét chan chia thang
1én trén. Phan dui sot lai toan nhitng mau xwong vd vun.

“Thé nao?” Walsh cit tiéng hoi sau vai phut, trong Iic phap y ghi chu
nhiét do va vé phac thdo tw thé cta cai xac.

“Anh muon biét cai gi?”

“Pan ong hay dan ba?”

Webster chi vao ban chan. “Tw kich c@, t6i doan la dan 6ng. Puong
nhién chiing ta khong thé khang dinh cho t6i khi giam dinh xong nhung c6
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vé nhuw vay. Néu khong phai dan 6ng, thi day la mot ngudi phu ni cao 16n
va nam tinh.”

“Phan toc kha dai so v6i dan ong. Trir phi né moc dai dang ké sau khi
chét.”

“Anh c6 song ¢ trai dat khong vay, George? Ngay ca khi dai dén tan that
lung thi téc cling chang noéi dugce gi nhiéu vé gidi tinh ca. Va téc khong dai
thém sau khi chét. Khong hé.” Webster tiép tuc: “Nhin chung, t6i c6 thé két
ludn cai xac la ctia dan 6ng, dwong nhién van can phai xac minh.”

“Co6 manh moi nao veé tudi tac khong? ”

“Khong, ngoai tri trén 21 tudi, nhung ngay ca diéu ay cling chwa chac
chan. Ngudi ta cé thé bac téc tir khi con thiéu nién. Toi sé phai chup X-
Quang xuong so dé xem xét cac dau hiéu khac nira.”

“Nguoi nay chét bao lau roi?”

Webster mim méi. “Rat khé xac dinh. Ong gia Fred & ngoai kia néi ring
mui th6i boc 1én khi 6ng ta giam phai cdi xac, nén xem ra nan nhan mdi
chét cach day khong 1au.” Ong chép miéng, tram ngam vai phiit, roi lic dau
va quan sat ti mi nén ham, dung mot cai bay den cao thit den den bam trén
ctra. Ong dwa lén miii ngri. “Phan,” 6ng tuyén bs. “Kha mdi, c6 thé 1a cta
dong vat. Tot hon hét anh nén kiém tra xem c6 dau chan cua Fred trén ctra
khong. Nan nhan chét bao 1au ro6i a?” Ong do6t nhién rung minh. “Pay la
ham trit dong va lanh hon bén ngoai vai do. Khong c6 doi, ching to 1i
nhang xanh chwa bi thu hit dén day. Néu khong, dong tan tich nay sé chang
con gi. Thanh that ma noi, George a, anh du sic phan doan xac nguoi bao
quan dugc bao lau & nhiét do nay ma. Ngoai ra, qua trinh phan hay sé day
nhanh do cac chat tich tu bén trong thi thé. Vai tuan, thdm chi vai thang roi.
T6i khong biét niva. T6i can tham khdo thém.”

“Vai nam thi sao?”

“Khong dau,” Webster khang dinh. “Néu thé thi chi con b6 xwong thoi.”

“Gia str nan nhan bi déng bang khi vao day, han sé khac chi”

Béc si phap y khit miii. “Y anh 1a nhv thin c dong lanh ha?”
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Walsh gat dau

“Thé thi qua ly ki. Tu dong cong nghiép mégi dong bang dwgc ca mot
ngwoi dan 6ng. Ma lam sao chuyén cai xac vao day dwgc chi? Va tai sao
lai can déng bang cai xac ngay ti lau?” Webster nhan mat. “Cling khong
thay d6i dugc gi nhiéu. Ham trit dong chi c6 tac dung lam lanh khi n6 chita
day da ma thoi. Vao day roi, mot nguoi dan ong bi dong bang sé mau
chong ra dong nhu con ga tay trong chan thitc an. Khong, khong phai thé.”

Walsh tram ngadm nhin canh tay dit lia. “Vay sao? Nhirng diéu ki la van
xdy ra day thoi. Cé Ié cai xac da nam trong nha lanh mwdi nam va gan day
m&i bi khuan vao day dé ai do tim thay.”

Webster huyt sao. “David Maybury?”

“Co6 khé nang.” Walsh cti xuéng va tré ban tay van veo rach twom. “Anh
nghi sao vé cai nay? Trong nhu thé mat hai ngoén tay.”

Webster xem xét roi hé nghi dap. “Kho néi chinh xac. Chwa r6 tai sao.”
ong liéc nhin nén ham. “Anh sé phai kiém tra rat ki, dé ddm bao khdong bo
sot diéu gi. Ki quac that! Hodc c6 thé don thuan la truing hgp ngau nhién.”

Walsh ditng day. “T6i khong tin vao trung hgp ngau nhién. Con nguyén
nhan céi chét?”

“Theo phan doan ban dau, la do mat mau tr mot hodc nhiéu vét thuwong
trén 0 bung.”

Walsh 16 vé ngac nhién. “Anh c6 vé chac chan nhi?”

“Chi la phan doan ban dau théi. Phai tim duwgc quan do ctia nan nhan méi
dam chac. Nhung nhin ma xem. Phan tt 6 bung tré xuéng bi pha htiy hoan
toan, ngoai trtt bap chan. Cé 1é nan nhan ngoi day, hai chan dang ra, va mau
chay 6 at tt* 6 bung. Cu thé hon la tir nhitng phan bi an mat.”

Walsh dot nhien lgm giong. “Anh dang noi, nan nhan bi an trong khi con
song u?”

“Cha, ding gdap 4c mong vé canh tuwgng do nhé, ban gia. Néu nan nhan
con song thi han cling dang & trang thai hén mé va chang hay biét gi, khong
thi phdi xua dam thud di chit. Logic la vay.” Webster tram ngam noi tiép.
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“Puwong nhién, néu qua trinh ra dong dién ra cham, cd mau lan nudc déu
héa long thi cudi cung cling cho két qua tuwong ty.”

Walsh bét giac cham tau, roi nha tirng lan khéi qua khoe miéng. Webster
dé cap dén chuyén boc mui khién 6ng chgt nhan ra mét thit mui ma truéc
d6 khong hé ngtti thay. Trong vai phit lién, 6ng im lang theo doi phap y
tién hanh kham nghiém ki hon phan dau va nguc, roi thi thoang lai do dac
vai thit. “Chung ta dang nhac dén loai dong vat nao thé? Cao, hay chuot?”

“Kho néi lam.” Webster nhin cham chi vao mot hoc mat, roi trdé nhitng
mau xuwong dui bi gdy - Mot loai vat vai bo ham chac khée, t6i doan vay.
C6 mot diéu chac chan, hai con trong s6 ching da phai danh nhau dé tranh
gianh cho thit. C nhin vi tri ctia hai chdn ma xem, va ca canh tay bi 16i
toac ra tit khuyu nita.” Ong ta lai cin méi. “Cé thé 1a 1ii chuot. Hodc ché.”

Walsh nghi dén mday con Labrador 16ng vang nam trén phién da lat &am
ap. Ban ndy, m6t con da ric mém vao ban tay 6ng. Walsh bat giac chui tay
xuong quan, lién tuc nha khéi thuéc. “Cit tam chap nhan rang dam thua ay
dén day va tranh gianh phan bung va dui di, nhung xem chirng v4i nira than
trén, ching danh chén kha gon ghé. Tai sao? Nhw thé cé binh thwdong
khong?”

Webster ditng ddy va dua tay ao lau mo héi tran. “C6é Chuia mdi biét.
DPiéu duy nhat t6i dam chac la toan bo vu viéc déu bat thuong. Toi doan,
nan nhan t6i nghiép da 4p tay trai 1én bung dé ngan mau chdy hodac rudt 1oi
ra ngoai, roi lam ca viéc nhw t6i vira lam day, chui mo6 héi trén mat, lam
mau day day nguwoi. Mui tanh sé thu hat 16 chudt hay nhitng loai twong tw
dén tan cong canh tay va ban tay trai cling nhu than trén.”

“Anh vtra bao nan nhan dang hon mé co ma,” Walsh chi trich.

“Co lé thé, co 1é khong. Toi biét thé quai nao dugce? Du sao, ngudi ta van
ctt dong dugc trong lic hon mé ddy thoi.”

Walsh rit tau khoi miéng va chia phan can vao nguc nan nhan. “Dé t6i
néi anh nghe thi¢ nay trong giong cai gi nhé?”

“Xin moi.”

“Swon ctru sau khi vg toi dung dao sac loc thit di.”
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Webster 10 vé mét mdi. “Toi biét. T6i hi vong moi viéc khong phic tap
nhw vé bé ngoai. Néu khong phai... Cha, anh khong can t6i phéi n6i han ra
chi?”

“Dan lang néi la nhitng nguwoi phu nit day la phu thay.”

Webster thdo gang tay. “Ra ngoai th6éi. Quan diém cua toi la ta sé phat
hién dwgc thém khi dé cai xac nam trén ban mo.”

“Con mot viéc nita. Theo anh, nan nhan bi thuong vao bung trong ham
trit dong hay ¢ noi nao khac?”

Webster nhat va li Ién va budc ra trude. “Ding héi t6i. Biéu duy nhat t6i
chac chan la nan nhan van con séng khi vao day. Nhung bi thwong hay
chwa thi khong 18.” Ong dirng lai truéc ngudng cita. “Triv phi gia thuyét
nan nhan bi cdp dong cia anh la ding. Vay han lic dé ngudi nay da chét
ngac réi.”
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Ba gi® sau. cdi xac da dugc can than doi di dwdi sy huwdng dan ctia bac si
Webster, cong cudc diéu tra gian khé bén trong ham trit dong chang thu
duwgc gi nhiéu, ngoai trit mot dong duong xi chét kho & goc ham. Cira duoc
niém phong, Walsh va McLoughlin déu da quay lai dién trang Streech. Vé&i
vé thd 0 mot cach bat thuwong, Phoebe maoi ho vao thw phong, dé mac ho ty
do thao luan.

M6t nhom canh sat duoc cat ot dé tién hanh ra soat toan bo khu viee ham
trit dong theo nhitng vong tron cé ban kinh 16n dan. Walsh nghi viéc nay
chi t6 ton cong vo ich. Néu thoi diém nan nhan duwgc dwa vao day va thoi
diém phat hién ra cai xac cach nhau qua lau, ho sé chang thé tim duwoc gi &
khu vire xung quanh nita. Cac budce tién hanh thong thuwdng, triede dé cling
khong c6 nhiéu hita hen. Gio nhitng mau vat thu thap dwgc tir ham trir dong
dang doi dé dwa dén phong thi nghiém phap y, bao gom vun gach, nhitng
tim 16ng, m6t chiut bun bién mau trén san va nhitng gi bac si Webster
khang dinh la manh xwong cttu v& con sét lai - cling chinh la th®
McLoughlin da tim thay gitta nhitng bui mam x6i bén ngoai. Chang canh
sat tré Williams, dén gid van chwa hay biét chinh xac chuyén gi da xdy ra
trong ham, cling dwgc triéu tdp vao thw phong. Cau thdy Walsh va
McLoughlin ng6i canh nhau bén chiéc ban g6 gu rong dén pho trwong. Trai
ra tredc mat ho 1a mét xap anh chup hién treong. Can phong dang t6i di
nhanh chéng. Chiéc dén ban c¢6 mau xanh la nguén sang duy nhat. Walsh
da quay den sang hwdng khac, dé anh sang choéi 16a ctia no diu di déi chuit.
V6i Williams, nhin anh ngugc trong bong t6i nhap nhoang thé nay la mot
viéc kich thich. Cau vtra doc lai ghi chi vé nhitng 16i khai da thu thap dwoc,
vira liéc nhin McLoughlin. HGm mat anh ta trling sdu dwdi anh sang ma ao.
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Lay Chua, tén khon nay trong réu ra qua. Cau tw hdi khong biét nhitng 10i
don thdi da nghe c6 chinh xac khong.

“Loi khai ctia ho vé viéc phat hién cai xac déu thong nhat, thwa sép.
Khong c6 gi mau thuan ca.” Khuon mat Williams thoang nét ty man.
“Nhung t6i lai vira phat hién ra mot hwdng diéu tra méi.”

“Vay u?”

“Vang. T6i ca rang 6ng ba Philips da & tu trwdc khi téi day lam viéc.”
Cau tra cttu lai nhitng dong ghi chép siéu nho va gon ghé cia minh. “Ba
Phillips rat ki qudc, khéng tra 10i bat cit cau héi nao cua toi, va lién tuc
budc t6i tdi da nat nd ba dy, du t6i khong hé lam thé. Ba ta con néi: ‘Diéu
do6 toi da biét, con cau thi phai tim hiéu.” Khi nghe t6i bdo sé lam viéc vGi
cd May Bury thi ba ta n6i xung: ‘Dirng cé lam phién c6 ay. Sau khi ra tu,
Fred va to6i déu git minh, va d6 la tit cd nhitng gi cau can biét.’ ” Cau
ngudc lén vai vé ddc thang.

Walsh ghi chép vao mot manh gidy. “Puogc roi, chiing ta sé xem xét.”

Nhéan ra vé that vong cta chang trai tré, McLoughlin khé cwa minh.
“Lam tot lam, Williams!”

“Thwa sép, to6i nghi ching ta nén dat sandwich. Khong ai c6 gi bo bung
tlr trra dén gio.” Anh nghi dén bita trira ge ra cho bui mam x6i, c6 cam giac
minh san sang do6i canh tay phai dé l1dy mot coc bia. “Cé mot quan rugu
dwdi chan doi. Gavin cé thé xuéng d6 mua vai thit cho ching ta.”

Walsh cau kinh moc tui ao khoac ra hai t0 muoi bang. “Sandwich thoi,
dirng 1ay thit gi qué dat dé. Cho ching td6i mdt it va mang nhitng phan con
lai t6i ham trit dong. Cau c6 thé & ludn ngoai do6 trg gitp viéc tim kiém
bang chitng.” Ong quay dau nhin ra ctta s6. “Ho di c6 dén huynh quang
roi. Dan ho, mién con sitc thi cit tiép tuc lam. Chung t6i sé xudng sau. Va
dirng quén tién thira cua t6i day.”

“Vang.” Williams v0i va bo di trdc khi vién chanh thanh tra doi y.

“Thang nhoc sé khong thiét tha dén thé néu chitng kién nhitng gi xay ra
trong do dau,” Walsh nhan xét, ngon tay xuwong xau go go 1én dong anh.
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“T6i héi liéu cau ta c6 no6i ding vé cdp doéi nha Phillips hay khong. Cai tén
c6 goi cho cau diéu gi khong?”

“Khong.”

“T6i cling thé. Biém lai nhitng gi ta c6 xem nao.” Walsh rtt tau ra va lo
dang nhoi thudc, bat dau cao giong phan tich tirng déu thu nhat duwgc, sam
soi ki cang nhv vach la tim sau.

McLoughlin lang nghe nhung chang cé gi lot vao tai. Pau anh dau nhiic,
mach mau cang tirc nhw sdp v&. Mau chdy ran rat khién anh choang vang.

Anh nhdt but chi lén va quay n6, nhung nhitng ngoén tay run run lam anh
phai tha but xudng ban, budc minh tap trung tam tri.

“Chung ta nén bat dau tr day, Andy?”

“Cai ham, tit nhién roi. D6 la diém mau chét. ” McLoughlin nhdt mot
tam anh chup quang canh ngoai ham va run rdy gio 1én dwdi anh den.
“Trong nhw go dat, ngwoi la lam sao biét duwgce n6 rong rudt co chir?”

Walsh ghé ring cn 1dy chiéc tdu, chAm lita 1ing ling hit. Ong khong tra
101, chi cam tdm anh va cham chu nghién ctru.

McLoughlin nhin cham cham vao nhitng bitc dnh chup céi xac, giong v6
cam. “Liéu c6 phai Maybury khong?”

“Con qua sém dé két luan. Webster da quay vé dé kiém tra ho so y té va
nha khoa r6i. Khon nan la ching ta khong thé so sanh diu van tay. TruGc
day, ching ta khong béi n6i dau van tay nao tir ngoi nha vao thoi diém
Maybury bién mat. Du ¢6 ciling khéng dé lam gi. Ca hai ban tay cta cai xac
déu bi xé toi ta ca roi.” Walsh nhoi thuéc bang dau ngon tay cai. “Nhung
David Maybury c6 mot dac diém.”

Ngung mot 1at, ong ndi tiép: “ Han khuyét hai ngéon cudi ban tay trai. Vi
tai nan san ban.”

McLoughlin bat dau hitng tha. “Thé thi ding ro6i.”

“Co thé.”

“Cai xac khong thé nam d6 sudt muoi nam nay, sép a. Bac si Webster néi
nhiéu kha nang la vai thang ma théi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Co lé vay. Toi sé dé danh két luan cho dén khi thdy bao cdo kham
nghiém tw thi.”

“Maybury 1a nguoi thé nao? Goode goi han la mot tén khon ttr trong ra
ngoai.”

“T6i sé noi dé 1a 16i nhan xét cong tam. Cau c doc thong tin di. Tat ca
déu nam trong tap ho so. T6i da cho mdi mot bac s tam ly dé ra soat cac
bang chitng chiing ta thu gom dwoc tir nhitng nguwdi quen biét Maybury. Két
luan khong chinh thitc cia vi bac si dy, hdy nhé rang anh ta chwa bao gio
gdap Maybury nhé, 1a han boc 16 khuynh hwéng tam than phan liét kha ro
rét, dac biét khi say xin. Han c6 thoéi quen danh dap moi nguwoi, bat ké dan
ba hay dan 6ng.” Walsh pha ra mot luong khéi tir khée miéng va nhin cap
duwdi. “Maybury ciing lang cha khéng a. Cé it nhat ba & diém luén G dm
givong cho han ¢ London.”

“Vo han cé biét khong?” McLoughlin hit dau vé phia sanh.

Walsh nhtn vai. “C6 ta khai la khong biét.”

“Han c6 danh vo khong?”.

“T6i nghi la c6, nhung c6 ta khong thira nhan. Co ta c6 mot vét bam 16n
trén mat khi bao tin chong minh mat tich. Ching t6i con phat hién ra, c6 ta
da nhap vién hai lan trudc do, mot lan vi gdy co vi tay, mot lan vi ran
xuwong swon va gay xwong don. Co ta ndi vdi bac si rang minh la nguai dé
gap tai nan.” Walsh bat tiéng cuoi khan. “Cling nhw t6i, ho khong tin. Moi
khi say, Maybury coi c6 a khong khac gi bao cat.”

“Thé tai sao c6 ta khong bo di? Hay c6 ta thich ndi tiéng?

Walsh tram ngam mot thoang. 6ng dinh noi gi dé, nhung roi lai dac y.
“bién trang Streech thudc s@ hitu ctia gia dinh c6 ta su6t nhiéu nam.
Maybury song tu tung ty tac & day va dung von cta vo dé kinh doanh ruwgu
vang. Néu co ta khong che chén hodc ban di hét thi c6 1é phan 16n regu cat
trit van con & duwdi ham. Khong, c6 ta sé khong bo di. Thuc té, t6i khong
thé twdng twgng ra bat c hoan canh nao, du la hda hoan, c6 thé khién co
Maybury roi bo dién trang quy gia cia minh. Mot quy ba kién cwong ddy.”
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“T6i cling nghi thé. Con tén chong dang song sung swéng nén chong toi
gi phai bo di.”

“Khong sai.”

“Vay nén c6 ta muon ri bé han.”

Walsh gat dau. “Nhung cau khong thé chitng minh diéu dé.”

“Phai.”

Khuon mdt am dam cua McLoughlin nd@ mot nu cwoi nhan nhg. “Co ta
han da bién soan mot cau chuyén vé cung thong kho.”

“Thuce té thi cau chuyén do6 dé té. Co ta ké, mot dém han bo ra ngoai va
khong bao gig quay lai.” Walsh dung 6ng tay ao chui nwéc bot lan nhya
thudc khéi dau tau. “Ba ngay sau, c6 ta mGi bdo chong minh mat tich, va di
bao chi b&i moi ngwdi bat dau hoi tham vé han. Lic do, ¢o ta da déong goi
tat ca quan ao cua chong va giti dén t6 chirc ti thién nao dé ma c6 ta khong
nhd ndi tén, con dot toan bo dnh chup réi don dep cad ngdi nha bang may
hat bui va gié ngdm thudc tay dé loai bo sach sé moi diu vét lién quan dén
Maybury. Néi cach khac, c6 ta hanh xtr hét nhv mot ké vira giét chong va
dang c6 x6a moi bang chitng. Chung t6i chi thu duwgc vai sgi toc giat lai
trén lwgc, mot quyén ho chiéu, birc dnh bo quén trong ngan kéo, va mot tdm
thé hién mau cii. Tat ca chi c6 thé. Chung t6i da xin Iénh cua toa an dé x6i
tung ca ng6i nha lan khu vwon lén, tim kiém tirng milimét vuéng, nhung
chi phi thoi gian. Chuing t6i suc sao khap noi dé tim kiém, mang anh han
tGi tat ca cac bén tau va san bay, phong truong hop bang cach nao do han
vuot bién trét lot ma khong dung dén ho chiéu thong bao cho Interpol truy
tim han trén toan chau Au, kiém tra hd va séng ngoi, ding anh trén cac to
bao quoc gia. Béu vo ich. Nhuw thé han da tan vao khong khi.”

“Thé c6 Maybury giai thich ra sao vé vét bam trén mat?”

Vién chanh thanh tra cvoi khung khuc. “Va phai ctta. Ch con ly do gi
nita? Toi da c6 giup co ta, goi y dé co ta thira nhan da ngo sat chong vi muc
dich 1a tv vé. Nhung khong, ‘Anh ta chwa bao gio dong vao t6i.”” Walsh lau
dau khi nhé lai. “Mot phu nit la lung. Co ta khéng bao gid chiu dé moi
chuyén dé dang véi ban than. Ping ra c6 théu dung 1én vo s6 cau chuyén
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dé thuyét phuc canh sat rang anh chong da 1én ké hoach trén di, vi rac réi
vé tién bac chang han. Han da cuom hét va khong dé mot xu nao cho vo.
Nhung c6 ta lam nguwgce lai @ bam 1ay cau chuyén rang mot dém no han vo
cd bo di, va khong bao gio quay lai. Chi thang nao chét r6i méi bién mat
nhu thé.”

“That thong minh,” McLoughlin mién cwdng néi. “Co ta khién moi
chuyén trd nén don gian, dé anh chang c6 gi ma dao sau ca. Thé vi sao anh
khong budc t6i c6 ta? Trudc day khong can tim ra xac van khéi t6 duge ma.

Ki 1fc cia mwoi nam triede ao at tran vé thir thach long kién nhan cua
Walsh. “Chung t6i khong thé xau chuo6i thanh mot vu an dugce,” 6ng cau
kinh. “Chang c6 bang chitng nao bac bé cau chuyén ngu ngodc vé nguoi
chong dot nhién bé di. Chung toi can céai xac. Chung t6i da 1at tung nira
Hampshire dé tim c4c xac chét tiét y.” Ong thodng im ling, roi go gb vao
tam anh chup ham tri* dong dang nam trén ban. “Cau da ding vé chuyén
nay.”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Pay chinh la mau chét. Muwdi nam truwde, ching to6i da xdi tung ca
Streech, nhuwng khong mot ai tim tGi day. Doi t6i chwa titng thdy ham triy
dong, tham chi con khong bao gio nghe dén khai niém dé. Puwong nhién, toi
khong hé biét cong trinh trong nhw go dat chét tiét nay lai rong rudt. Lam
sao biét duwgc? Khong ai ndi vdi toi. T6i nhd minh con dirng trén dé dé xac
dinh phwong huéng. Tham chi con dan dong nghiép béi sau vao nhitng bui
mam x6i. Mam x6i moc day nhv rirng.” Ong lai chui 6ng tau vao tay 4o roi
md&i nhét vao miéng. Nhya thudc day ra vai tudt nhw nhitng soc den. “Toi
ca la céi xac cia Maybury da nam trong ham su6t thoi gian do.”

Tiéng go ctra vang 1én. Phoebe budc vao, mang theo mdt khay sandwich.
“Ha s Wlniams néi rang cac ong dang déi. T6i da nho Molly chuan bi bita

nhe.

“O cam on c6 Maybury. Dén day va ngoi xuéng di.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Phoebe dat khay banh xudng r6i ngbi vao mot chiéc ghé canh ban.
Quang sang tir dén ban 6m lay ba con ngudi dang bat dac di phdi t6 ra than
thién. Khéi thudc tr chiéc tau cta Walsh lo lttng trén dau ho nhw nhitng
vong may xam. Im lang bao trum can phong su6t mot lic lau, cho dén khi
dong ho diém dung 9 gio. Nhu chi dgi c6 thé, Walsh len nhoai tdi trede va
héi nguwoi phu nit. “Cach day mwoi nam, sao ¢o6 khong ké ching téi vé ham
trit dong, ha co Maybury?”

Trong mét thoang, 6ng nghi minh da thidy vé ngac nhién, tham chi 1a nhe
nhom trén gwong mat nguwdi phu nit, nhung 6ng khong chac liéu minh cé
nhin lam khong nita.

“T6i khong hiéu,” c6 dap.

Thanh tra Walsh ra hiéu cho McLoughlin bat dén trén dau Ién. Anh sdng
tir ngon den ban ludn c6 che day va danh lira 6ng moi khi 6ng mudn quan
sat nhitng sac thai trén gwong mat binh than dén la thwong kia. “Don gian
th6i,” 6ng lam bam khi can phong da ngdp tran anh sang trang. “Khi tim
kiém chong c6, chiing t6i da khong tim trong ham trit dong vi chwa biét dén
sy ton tai ctia n6.” Ong chdm chii nhin ¢6. “Va c6 khong hé néi cho chiing
t0i.”

“T6i khong nhd,” c6 dap. “Néu toi khéng néi vdi ong, thi do 1a bai toi
quén mat. Ty 6ng khong tim thdy a?”

“Khong.”

Co0 khé nhun vai. “Sau tirng dy thoi gian thi diéu d6 quan trong 1am sao?

Walsh 1¢ cau hdéi di. “Cd c6 nhd lan cudi c6 st dung ham trit dong trudc
khi chong c6 bién mat l1a khi nao khong?”

Phoebe mét moi tira dau vao lwng ghé, mai téc do xoa ra, bao 1dy gwong
mat nhgt nhat. P6i mat trong to tron hon sau trong kinh. Walsh biét c6 da
gan bén muoi, nhung tréng con tré hon con gai 6ng nhidu. Ong thdy
McLoughlin khé cita minh, nhw thé bang cach nao d6 vé mong manh cta
Phoebe da khién anh cdm dong. Quy tha ma bat ngwdi phu nit nay di, 6ng
cau tiét khi nh¢ lai cdm xtic cta chinh minh nhiéu ndam vé trudc. Vé ngoai

https://thuviensach.vn



dé ton thwong do, ching khac nao tam ao choang mong che day tri tué sac
bén ben trong.

“Ong dgi mot chit, téi phai nhé lai da. That 1ong, toi ching nhé néi lidu
ching t6i c6 sit dung ham trit déng lan nao sudt thoi gian chung song
khong nita. Khong c6 an twgng gi.” Phoebe ngitng mot lat. “Nhung trong
mot ki nghi déng t6i vé tham nha, thi thdy cha ding ham lam buo6ng t6i dé
rita dnh, ma cting chi mot thoi gian thoi.” C6 mim cwoi, ki ttc vé cha nhw
dong day nhitng yén binh hanh phc.

“Ong béo 1am viéc & cai noi lanh 180 4y mdi chan lam sao, nén vé sau
toan mang phim xudng cho thg rita anh chuyén nghiép & Silverborne. Me
t0i dua rang, dé la tai ong thich do 16i cho nguwdi khac khi anh ra qua xau,
va tinh huéng nay lai qua thuong xuyén. Cha khong phai thg chup anh tai
nang cho lam.” C6 nhin cham cham vao vién chéanh thanh tra. “T6i khong
nh@ sau d6 ham trit dong c6 duwgc st dung nita khong, cho dén khi chiing
toi quyét dinh cat dong gach vao day. Biét dau bon tré lai biét. D€ t6i héi

»

xeml.

Walsh nhé nhitng dia con cia Phoebe. Mot thang bé mudi tudi cao 1éu
nghéu, roi truong tiéu hoc tuw thuc noi tra vé nha gitta cudc diéu tra, doi mat
xanh trong nhw mat me, va mét dita con gai tam tudi cé nhitng lon téc xoan
sam mau. Ching bao vé me minh, cling dit d6i nhw cach hai ngudi ban cta
Phoebe da thé hién lic tredc & phong khach. Walsh néi: “ Jonathan va Jane.
Hai dita van song & nha a?”

“Khong hoan toan. Jonathan thué mot can hé & London. Thang bé 1a sinh
vién y khoa & Guy. Jane dang theo hoc chinh tri va triét hoc & Oxford.
Chuing chi vé nha vao nhitng dip cu6i tuan rdnh rang va ki nghi dai. Thé
th6i.”

“Gioi ddy chit. Han c6 rat hai long.” Ong chua chat nghi vé con gai
minh: mang thai & tudi 16 va gio da 25, ly hén, mot minh nudi bon dira tré,
khong c6 gi dé trong doi ngodi cudc séng co cwe & mot can ho toi tan. Ong
doc lai anh ghi chép ctia minh. “Khéc véi lan tridc, hinh nhw ¢6 da cé cong
viéc mdi, co Maybury. Ha si Williams noi c6 la mot chuyén gia lam vuon.”
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Phoebe 16 vé boi rdi tredc sy doi hudng nay. “Fred da gidp téi xay dung
mot veon wom nho nho.” C6 than trong ké. “Chung tdi chuyén trong cac
loai cay thuoc ho thuwong xuan.”

“Pau ra?”

“Chung toi c6 hai khach hang chinh trong nuwéc, mot nguwoi la cha hé
thong siéu thi va ngwoi kia la tong dai ly cung (tng cac san pham cay trong
& Devon va Comwall. Chuing t6i cling cé vai don dat hang s6 lwgng 16n tw
My, thuwong st dung duong hang khong dé van chuyén.” Co nghi ngo ra
mat. “Tai sao 6ng lai mudn biét?”

“Khong c6 gi nghiém trong cd,” chanh thanh tra cam doan v@i co r6i rit
tau thudc. “Toi ¢t twdng c6 cé nhiéu khach hang trong lang ch&

“Khong,” c6 dap cut lan. “Chuing t6i khong ban truc tiép ra thi truong,
va du c6 lam thé, ho ciling chang dén day mua dau.”

“Khong phai 6 rat noi tiéng & Streech sao, c6 Maybury?”

“T6i khong nghi thé.”

“Muoi nam triede c6 tirng lam 1€ tan & phong kham ctia mot bac si. Co
khong thich cong viéc d6 sao?”

Phoebe khé mim cwoi thich thd. “T6i bi budc thoi viéc. Bénh nhan cam
thdy khong thoai mai v&i mot ké giét ngudi.”

“Chong c6 c6 biét vé ham trit dong khong?” Walsh bat ngo hoi, nhitng
mong khién Phoebe mat binh tinh.

“Y 6ng 1a c6 biét cai ham ndm & d6 khong phai khong?”

Ong gat dau.

“T6i chac la David biét, nhung nhu t6i da noi, t6i khong rd anh ta vao do
lan nao chwa.”

Walsh ghi chép lai. “Chung t6i sé diéu tra theo hwéng nay. Hi vong bon
tré nhd ra déi diéu. Cudi tuan nay chiing sé vé nha ch, c6 Maybury?”

Phoebe chgt lanh bu6t séng lung. “Néu chiing khong vé, 6ng sé cit mot
canh sat dén tham van ching chang?”

“Viéc nay rat quan trong.”
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Phoebe run giong. “That sao? Chung t6i c6 thé khang dinh rang sdu nam
tredc khong cé cai xac nao trong ham cd. Lam sao lai ton tai mdi lién hé
gitta cai xac véi sy bién mat ctia David dwge ch”. Co thdo kinh va lay
ngon tay day day mi mat. “Toi khong muon i tré bi qudy ray nita... Ké tw
khi David mat tich, ching da chiu dyng dua roi. D€ nhitng sang chéan tam ly
ay dién ra lan thit hai chang vi ly do gi la diéu khong thé chap nhan dugc.”

Walsh mim cuoi khoan dung. “Toan nhitng cau hdi theo ding thu tuc
thoi co Maybury a. Khong gay ra ap luc gi dau, dung khong?”

Phoebe deo kinh lén, t@c gian trwdc cau tra 10i cia ong. “Muoi nam
tredc ong da ngu ngdc dén mic khong thé chap nhan noi. Téi cling chang
hiéu tai sao minh lai nghi thoi gian qua di sé khién 6ng sang sudt hon nita.
Ong day ching t6i xudng dia nguc va 6ng goi do 1a < khong gay ra ap luc gi
dau’. Ong c6 biét dia nguc 1a gi khong? Pia nguc 1a tinh canh cta cd bé tdm
tudi khi diéu tra vién xd&i tung nhitng khém hoa va tra hoi me n6 hang gio
bén trong m6t can phong dong kin. Pia nguc nam trong mat dita con trai bé
bong khi cha n6 bé di khong mot 16i giai thich va me né bi gan t6i danh
giét ngwoi. Bia nguc la khi 6ng phai chitng kién cac con minh bi ton thuong
va ching thé 1am gi dé ngin tinh huéng khén kiép d6 lai. Ong héi t6i c6 hai
long voi nhitng thanh qua cua ching khong a?” Co nhoai ngudi tdi trudc
guong mat nhin nhé. “Ong phai nghi ra tir gi d6 sang tao hon chit. Ching
da song sét qua tat ca bi ai, cha mat tich, me bi coi la ké giét nguwdi, nha
chiing trd thanh diém dén hap dan cda mdy tén quai di. Ching da trai qua
tat ca, van lanh lan ven nguyén. T6i nghi tir ngat ngdy mdi thich hop dé ta
cam xuc cua t6i khi nhin ching trwdng thanh day.”

“Bay gio ching toi c6 dé nghi c6 nén gti bon tré di, co6 Maybury.”

Walsh c6 kiém soat giong minh. “Co da chon céach git ching lai mac 10i
khuyén cua ching t6i.”

Phoebe bat day. Day la lan thit hai Walsh thay c6 bdc 16 cam xuc gay gat
dén thé. “Lay Chua, t6i cam ghét ong.” Co chong hai tay 1én ban va ong
thdy nhitng ngon tay c6 dang run ray. “Toi biét gii ching di dau? Cha me
toi déu mat ca roi, toi khong c6 anh chi em, Anne va Diana thi khong thé
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cham s6c ching. T6i nén giao chiing cho ngudi la trong ltic thé gidi quanh
ching dang 16n nhao sao?” Co nghi dén nguwdi ho hang duy nhat ctia minh,
nguwoi em gai chwa két hon cta cha co, ba ta da sang thé gigi bén kia nhiéu
nam veé tredc, sau khi han hoan doc tat ca cac bai viét vé vu mat tich cua
David Maybury tham chi con doc mom doc miéng néi rang, Phoebe dang
phai chiu bao &ng cho nhitng t6i 16i da gay ra v6i cha me. Ai ciing doan
duwgc ba ta dang am chi diéu gi, nhung la lung thay, nhitng 16i nguyén rua
xau xa cda ba ta vé Jonathan va Jane lai gitip Phoebe gidi phéng tw twéng.
D6 ciing la lan dau tién trong doi, c6 hiéu rd rang, qua khit da chét va bi
cho6n vui, hoi han cling chang mang lai diéu gi tot dep.

“Sao 6ng dam noi véi tdi vé lya chon! Liva chon duy nhét cta t6i 1a mim
cwoi trong khi bi 6ng hanh ha, khong dwgc dé 1i tré biét me ching dang
hodng loan va don déc dén nhuwong nao.” Nhitng ngén tay c6 siét chat mép
ban. “T6i sé khong chap nhan. To6i khong cho phép 6ng cham nhitng ngoén
tay do ban vao cudc séng cia cac con tdi. Ong tiing day bun ra khip noi
nay. Tot hon hét, ong dirng lam diéu khon nan dy thém lan nao nita.” Co
quay di va budc veé phia ctra.

“T0i c6 vai cau hoi danh cho c6, c6 Maybury a. Xin dung di.”

Co0 thoang quay lai khi m& cva. “Bién di, thanh tra.” Canh ctta déng sam
lai.

McLoughlin im ldng lang nghe, ltic nay méi 1én tiéng. “Chiéu nay cé
bién a? Hay ltc nao c6 ta ciing dé kich dong nhw vay

“Trai lai. Mwoi nam tredc, ching to6i chwa bao gid khién co ta noi déa
dwgc du chi mot 1an.” Walsh tram ngam hut céi tau do day.

“La do hai a kia. Ho da khién c0 ta quay sang chong d6i dan 6ng”

Walsh to ra thich thu. “Toi nghi chinh David Maybury mdi la nguyén
nhan. Th n6i chuyén vGi c6 Goode xem sao. Cau s€ di tim c6 ta ch@? “

McLoughlin véi tay 1y m6t miéng sandwich, an nhom nhoam réi ditng
day. “Thé ngudi phu nit kia thi sao? Toi c6 nén dwa co ta vao luén khong?”

Chanh thanh tra nghi mét ldc. “Khong. Ngudoi do cé vé kho déi phé day.
Ctr dé co ta lo lang cho dén khi t6i kiém tra lai da.”
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Tt ch6 minh, McLoughlin trong thay lan da dau mau hong sang bong 1én
qua mai toc lwa thwa ctia Walsh. Anh dot nhién cam thay thwong mén nguoi
dan ong gia nua nay, nhu thé sy thu dich ciia Phoebe da xua tan su thu dich
noi anh va nhac anh nh@ long trung thanh ctia minh nén dat vao ai. “Co ta
la ké tinh nghi dang ngd nhat, thwa sép. Co ta han sé rat sung swéng néu
duwgc xéo bi tén dan ong khon nan dé. Hai ngudi con lai chac chang thich
tha gi.”

“Co6 thé cau noi ding, chang trai a, nhwng t6i ca la khi c6 ta lam viéc do
thi han da hoan toan chét r6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Dbién trang Streech la mdt toa nha cili xinh dep dugc xady tr dd xam theo
phong cach kién tric Phuc Hung, vdi nhitng khung ctra s6 lap chan song va
mai nha doc lgp da. Hai chai nha phu, dugc xdy thém sau nay, vuon ra tw
hai phia ctia nha chinh, bao ldy man san hién, noi nhitng ngudi phu ni
udng tra. Nhitng vach ngan dung bén trong gitp hai chai nha déu cé khéng
gian riéng, véi cita khong khoa & tang trét thong sang hai bén. Sau céng
cudc tim kiém v6 vong trong phong khach va nha bép, trung si McLoughlin
lién t6i cho canh ctta thong véi chai nha & man Pong. Khé gb ctta nhung
khong thdy trd 10i, anh xoay tay nam va budc vao hanh lang, phia cudi cé
mot canh ctta khép hg. Anh nghe thdy giong néi tram tram, khong lan di
dau dugc caa Anne Cattrell vong ra tw can phong bén trong. Anh dong tai
nghe.

“Ctng ran lén va dirng dé bon khon dé de doa cau. C6 Chuia chitng giam,
minh thé rdng minh cé nhiéu kinh nghiém hon phan 16n ho day. Du chuyén
gi xay ra, cling dirng dé Jane vuwéng vao. Bugc khong nao?” Mot tiéng ri
ram doéng y. “Va, cung a, néu cau dua sic danh bay nu cuoi gia tao khoi
guong madt tay trung si, minh sé nguéng mo cau ca doi.”

Giong noi thich thu nhe nhang hon la cua Diana. “Minh twdng cau cho
rang anh ta bam sinh da c6 nu cuwdi dé ro6i. Khiém khuyét cling nén, kiéu
nhw canh tay teo rat ay. Néu vay, han cau da théng cam cho nguoi ta.”

Anne bat tiéng cuwdi khan. “Khiém khuyét duy nhat cta thang nhéc doé an
gidu trong quan ay.”

“N6i han ra xem nao?”

“Gay thoc dang trude con 16 lai nam sau.”
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Diana cuwdi rd nén. McLoughlin cdAm thdy mau noéng don 1én mat. Anh
khé quay ngudi, budc qua canh ctra, dong lai va go thém lan nita, 1an nay to
hon. Lat sau, Anne ra m@ ctta, McLoughlin da san sang véi diéu cudi mia
mai nhat trén mat.

“Vang, trung si?”

“T6i dang tim c6 Goode. Thanh tra Walsh c6 16i muon trao déi véi co

Ner 9

ay.

“Pay la chai nha t6i &. Co dy khong & day.”

Loi néi doi trang trgn dén mitc McLoughlin phai tr6 mat ra. “Nhung...”
Anh ngung lai.

“Nhung gi?”

“T6i nén tim c6 ay & dau?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 1é thay vao do, thanh tra sé muon néi chuyén véi toi
chang?”

McLoughlin sét rudt buéc qua c6 va di doc hanh lang, vao thang can
phong. Chang c6 ai trong d6. Anh chau may. Can phong rat 16n, mot dau ké
ban, dau kia c6 sofa va vai chiéc ghé banh dat quanh 10 swgi 16n. Chau cay
canh sum sé bay khap noi, nhu thac nwdc xanh d6é xudng tir mat 16 suwdi, leo
theo nhitng tdm lwdi mat cdo trén cac bitc twong, khién anh dén hat xuéng
ban tré nén 16m dom. Rém dét kiéu xwong ca phu tir tran xuéng san c6 mau
héng nhat, xdm va xanh dwong, chang doc theo chiéu dai hai bitc twdng bén
ngoai. San trdi tham xanh hoang gia, twong treo nhitng b tranh twoi sang
theo phong cach trttu twgng. Sach trén ké dung thang ding nhw nhitng
chién binh. Pay la mot can phong thu vi, nhung khong phai phong Cach
McLoughlin hinh dung khi lién twéng dén nguwdi phu nit bé nhé téc den ciin
con vira theo chan anh vao va gio dang cho doi véi mai dau twa 1én khung
clra.

“Anh c6 théi quen x6ng vao tw gia cia nguwoi khac nhw thé a? Téi khong
nhé minh c6 maoi anh.”

“Chung t6i duge c6 Maybury cho phép ra vao tuy y,” McLoughlin tho 16
dap.
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Anne budc t6i gan mot chi€c ghé banh réi ngoi xudng, rit mot mot diéu
thu6c ti* bao ra va dat trén tay vin. “Duwong nhién, trong nha co ay la thé,”
c6 vira dap vira cham thudc. “Nhung chéi nha nay thudc vé t6i. Anh khong
c6 quyén xam pham trr phi duwgc phép cta t6i hodc c6 trat tir toa an.”

“Toi xin 10i,” McLoughlin guwgng gao noéi va ty nhién ngita ngay kho
chiu, du ditng cao hon 0 rat nhiéu. Anh bat tién thay ro trong khi c6 hoan
toan thodi mai. “T6i khong biét c6 s& hitu phan nay cia ngoi nha.”

“T6i khong sé& hitu nd, toi thué nd, nhuwng vé mat phap ly doi vai viéc
canh sat tuy tién ra vao thi thué hay mua cting thé ca th6i.” Co6 cudi nhat.
“Chi l1a t0 mo, nhuwng tai sao anh lai nghi c6 Goode c6 thé & trong nay
vay?”

McLoughlin thdy mot mép rém rung rung nhv thé bi gié lua, va nhan ra
Diana han da rdi di qua khung ctra kiéu Phap. Anh tham nguyén rida minh
vi dé nguwoi phu nit nay nhao bang. “T6i chang tim thidy c6 dy & dau ca,”
anh cdc 16¢ dap. “Va thanh tra Walsh muon néi chuyén véi c6 dy ngay. Co
ay song & chai nha bén kia phai khong?”

“Co ay thué chai nha bén kia. Pé song chung & day 4y ma. Chac chan
anh nghi ching t6i c6 xu huéng ‘ yéu ’ ba nguoi dung khong? Du trong
treong hop nay ciling cé vé hoi khé. Thong thuwong, ¢ yéu ’ ba nguwoi phai
gom ca hai gidi. Toi e la, ching t6i lai thich nhitng gi chiing t6i dang lam
hon, thich sy doc nhat, riéng biét ctia chiing to6i. Biét md ta lam sao bay gio
nhi, chuyén chan g6i thang hoa giita nit gi¢i véi nhau ay. Anh cé nghi ba
nguoi sé hitng thd hon nhiéu so véi hai khong? Anh da bao gio thir chwa?”

Su cam ghét danh cho nguwdi phu nit da 1én tGi dinh diém, McLoughlin
hat dau vé phia nha chinh. “Pa bao gi® c6 day hu 1i tré nha nay theo céi
cach c6 day huv me ching chwa?”

Anne khé cuwdi va ding day. “T6i cho rang anh sé tim thdy c6 Goode
trong phong khach cta co6 ay. T6i chi dwong cho.” C6 dan anh di doc hanh
lang va m@ ctta. “Ct di thang qua nha chinh la téi chai nha phia Tay. N6
giong nhw hinh phan chiéu trong guwong cua noi nay vay. Anh sé thdy mot
canh ctra giong hét thé nay.” Co6 chi vao chiéc chuéng gan trén twong ma
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khi ndy anh khéng dé y. “Néu la anh, t6i sé nhan chuéng. D6 la phép lich
su tOi thiéu, cue ki toi thiéu.” V&i nu cwoi khinh bi trén moi, Anne ditng do
nhin anh bwdc xa dan.

Mubn sang chai Tay thi phai di ngang qua cia thw phong, nén Andy
McLoughlin tién thé quay vao dé dan Walsh chd thém vai phit trong khi
anh di don Diana Goode. Nhuwng anh ngac nhién khi thdy c6 ta da & san
trong thv phong, trén chiéc ghé lic truédc Phoebe ngoi. Co ta va chanh
thanh tra déu quay dau lai khi canh ctta mé& ra. Ho véi nhau nhw thé cung
biét mot tro dua nao do.

“Anh day r6i, trung si. Ching t6i dang doi anh day.”

McLoughlin lai ng6i xudéng ghé va ngd vic nhin Diana. “Lam sao c0 biét
thanh tra muon néi chuyén vGi c6?” Anh hinh dung ra canh c6 ta ditng
ngoai khung ctra s6 kiéu Phap va lang nghe Anne Cattrell giéu cgt minh
nhw mot thang dan.

“T6i nao biét. Toi chi ghé vao xem hai ngwdi c6 muén dung ca phé
khong thdi.” C6 mim cuoi than thién va bit chéo chan. “Ong muén néi
chuyén gi vai toi thé, thanh tra?”

Mot tia tan thuwdng anh Ién trong mat George Walsh. “Co quen co
Maybury bao 1au r6i?” 6ng hai.

“Hai mwoi lam nam. Ké tr khi ching t6i muwoi hai tudi. Ching tdi hoc
cung trrong nodi trd. Anne cling vay.”

“Mot quang thoi gian dai.”

“Phai. Chung t6i biét c6 dy lau hon bt ki ai khac, tham chi con 1au hon
ca cha me c6 dy. Ho mat khi ¢6 &y md&i ngoai hai muoi.” C6 ngirng mot lat.
“Nhung lan trede, 6ng da biét nhitng thong tin nay réi ma...”

“Phién c6 nhac lai dugc khong?” Walsh khuyén khich.

Diana nhin xudng dé giau di biéu cdm trong anh mat. Anne co6 ly khi ddan
ding dé 1t khon nay de doa. Biét nhiéu qué cling khong tot. V&i méot cau
héi chung chung ai cling c6 thé noi ra nhu thé. C6 da nhen lai nhitng nghi
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ngo xua cli. Khong cé ltra 1am sao c6 khéi, tat cd moi ngudi déu no6i vay
khi David bién mat.

“Ho chét trong mot vu tai nan xe hoi, phai khong?” Walsh thic giuc.

Diana gat dau. “Phanh bi héng. Ho déu da tat thé khi duwgc dwa ra khoi
dong do nat.”

Mot quang im lang kéo dai.

Waish quay sang McLoughlin. “Néu t6i nhé chinh xéac, c6 16i don veé
viéc ho bi am hai. Pung chit, c6 Goode? Duwong nhu dan lang nghi, chinh
cd Maybury da gdy ra vu tai nan dé sém cham tay vao khadi tai san thtra ké.
Con ngudi ta c6 tri nhd dai dang lam. Cau chuyén dwgc khoi lai vao thoi
diém anh Maybury bién mat.”

McLoughlin nhin cham cham vao mai dau cui thap ctia Diana. “Tai sao
nguwoi ta lai nght thé?” anh hoi.

“Bai ho ngu ngoc,” co 16n tiéng dap. “Khong cé chit sy that nao trong
d6 ca. Bao cdo diéu tra hién treong khong thé ré rang hon, phanh bi héng
vi dau phanh ro ra 6ng dan da mon. Chiéc xe duwgc dem di siva ba tuan trudc
dé & xuong Casey trong lang. Lao ta lay tién cong ma chang lam gi hét,
ding la mot tén ltra ddo khén nan.” Co chau may. “Lé ra, 1do phdi bi truy t6
nhung roi chang di dén dau. Khong da bang ching, ro rang la vay. Du sao
thi, chinh Casey la ké gieo rac tin don rang Phoebe da pha hoai chiéc xe dé
dwgc thira ké dién trang Streech. Lao khong mu6n mat khach hang.”

McLoughlin cham chd nhin Diana, nhwng anh mat khong c6 chut tan
dong nao. Anh tho 0. Va v6i mot phu nit cd doi quen dung sw mém mong
quyén rii dé thao ting ca hai gidi nhw Diana, diéu nay that dang ngan. Sac
dep cling trd nén bat lyc trudc mot bire twong da. “Han phai c6 nhiéu noi
tinh hon cht? ” McLoughlin kho khan hoi. “Thién ha dau ca tin nhv vay.”

Diana man mé gau ao khoac. “Po¢ la 16i ctia David. Cha me Phoebe da
tang qua cuwdi cho hai ngwoi la mot can nha nho ¢ Pimlico, nhung David
thé chidp n6 dé vay tién. Han mat gan hét khi dau co chitng khoan. Bon ho
bi tich bién tai san vao dung thoi diém xay ra vu tai nan, véi hai dita con
tho, khong tién ctia va chang c6 noi nao dé dén.” Co lac dau. “Khong ré vi
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sao, nhung tin don lan di nhanh chéng. Dan dia phuwong vin vao nhitng diéu
Casey noi, roi ty suy dién va dua ra két luan. Ké tir lic Phoebe tiép quan
ngoi nha nay, c6 ay da bi nguyén raa. Sy bién mat cua David cang ctng co
nhitng dinh kién ma moi ngwoi gan cho Phoebe. Nhung nuc cuwdi & cho,
thién ha cling chang tin Casey. Muoi thang sau lao pha san vi bi tat ca
khach hang bé roi. Lao phai ban tdng ban thdo toan bé do dac r6i chuyén
di. Coi nhu c6 chit cong bang. Nhung nhu thé cling chang gitip Phoebe kha
hon. Thién ha qua ngu ngdc khi khong thay rang Casey néi doi, con Phoebe
thi vo t6i.”

McLoughlin ngad ngwoi ra ghé, chong nhitng ngén tay lén ban. Anh
guong cwoi. “Han c6 dy phai cdm thay vo cung toi té.”

Diana than trong dap. “Pung vay. Phoebe con qua tré, lai phai mot minh
dwong dau véi moi chuyén. Bay gio David da bé di duwgc vai tuan va moi
sw cang rac roi hon.”

Nhw thé thiu hiéu va cam théng dwgc vGi noéi c6 don 4dy, mat
McLoughlin diu han di. “Va t6i cho rang, ban bé quanh day ciing bo roi c6
ay vi chuyén nay”

Diana bui ngui. “Phoebe chwa bao gio thuc sy c6 ban ¢ day, do la mot
phan ctia van dé. Néu c6 ay bau ban v@i ai do, han moi chuyén da khac Co
ay di hoc & trong noi tri khi méi muwdi hai tudi, két hén ¢ tudi mudi bay
va chi tr@ lai day khi cha me qua doi. Co ay chwa bao gio cé bat ct nguoi
ban nao & Streech.”

McLoughlin go go nhitng ngon tay 1én 16p go gu. ““Co don nhat la khi
thiéu di tinh ban chan thanh.” Francis Bacon da noéi thé bon tram nam vé
trugce.”

Diana kinh ngac. Anne ciing quen trich dan Francis Bacon, nhung theo
hwéng khiém nha, va chi nham muc dich cét nha. Chat giong u am cuia
McLoughlin nhan nhé titng chit, nhw thé trao cho cau néi thém sitc nang.
Diana ngac nhién trieéc viéc anh biét trich dan kia, cling nhw sw thich hgp
ctia n6 trong tinh huéng nay. Co6 dam chiéu quan sat anh.

“Nhung 6ng cling n6i. ‘Van ménh nam ngay trong tay minh.’”
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McLoughlin mim méi vé tan nhan. “La lung qua, tai sao c6 Maybury lai
khién ngudi khac thu ghét dén thé? Toi ty hoi khong biét bi mat ctia c6 ay
la gi?” Anh choc dau but chi vao dong anh trén ban, xoay ching lai dé
Diana nhin dwgc. “Tai sao c6 ay khong ban dién trang va chuyén di, mot
khi da rii bé dugc 6ng chong?”

Khac véi vé citng ran phitc tap bén ngoai, Diana von rat ngdy tho.
Nhitng hinh anh ghé rgn khién c6 séc nang. C6 chwa bao gio twéng dén
canh trong nao nhu thé. “Coé ay khong thé,” c6 gian dit quat 1én. “Ciing dau
phédi mu6n ban la dwgc. Mot nam sau khi két hon véi tén khon kia, Phoebe
da thuyét phuc cha thay doi di chiic va dé lai ngdi nha cho cac con co ay.
Chtng mai la chu nha cta chang t6i.”

“V1i sao cac con co6 ay khong ban n6 di? Chiung khong thwong me minh
a?” McLoughlin nhin thang vao mat Diana. “Hay ching ciing khong thich
c6 ay? Tinh hudng nay kha quen thudc véi c6 Maybury nhi?”

Con thinh nd gan nhuw lan at ly tri Diana. Nhung ¢6 budc minh phai git
binh tinh. “Muc dich la ngan David ban phat ngdi nha r6i b6 mdc Phoebe
va lii tré khong noi nwong twa ngay sau khi vg chong Gallagher qua doi. Du
chi cé ntta co hoi, han cling sé lam nhw thé. Han tiéu xai hét s6 tién thira ké
cta c6 dy trong thoi gian ngan ki luc. Pai ta Gallagher dé lai di chic, quy
dinh tréc sinh nhat lan thi hai mwoi mét cua Jane, khong thé ban hoac thé
chap ngdi nha trtv nhitng tinh hudng dac biét. Trach nhiém quyét dinh
nhitng tinh huéng d6 - phan 16n lién quan dén khé khan tai chinh cda
Phoebe va cac con - giao cho hai nguwdi duge ty thac. Va theo quan diém
cta ho, tir bay dén nay chwa c6 thoi diém nay ma moi sy t6i té dén mitc
phai ban dién trang di ca.”

“Chang 1 ho khong xem xét dén cac tinh huong khac uv?”

“Puong nhién la khong roi,” Diana ndi v6i vé mia mai ra mat. “Xem xét
gi chi? Dai td Gallagher da khong thyc sy sang suot khi trao toan quyén
cho nhitng ngudi dugc uy thac. Ho chi can ct suong vao cac diéu khoan
trong di chiic. Vi khong chac David con song hay da chét, nén do6 cé vé la
lwa chon an toan nhat, du khién Phoebe dau khé di chang nitra.” Co liéc
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nhin Walsh, nhitng mong 16i ong trg lai v6i cugc thao luan, vi McLoughlin
khién c6 thay sg. “Nhitng nguwdi duwgc ty thac luén dat 1gi ich cua lii tré 1én
dau, nhw yéu cau trong di chic.”

McLoughlin té ra thich thi mot cach thanh thye. “T6i bat dau cam thay
t0i nghiép cho c6 Maybury. C6 phai hai bén déu chang wa gi nhau khong?
Co0 dy va nhitng nguoi dugce ty thac ay?”

“T6i khong biét. Toi chwa bao gid héi Phoebe.”

“Ho la ai?”

Chanh thanh tra Walsh cwdi khung khuc, thang nhoc nay ty lam kho
minh roi.

“La co Anne Cattrell va co Diana Goode. Ban di chuc do da trao cho hai
quy co day kha kha trach nhiém khi ca hai méi buéc qua tudi doi muoi.
Ching ta c6 mot ban sao Iwu trong ho so,” 6ng ndi véi vién trung si. “Pai ta
Gallagher han la rat coi trong hai c6 nén mdi giao pho twong lai cac chau
minh cho hai ¢6.”

Diana mim cwoi. Co phdi ké véi Anne cach ¢ khién McLoughlin tai mat
méi dugce. “Pung vay,” cd ndi. “Sao diéu do lai khién ong bat ngo dén
thé?”

Walsh mim méi. “Mwdi nam truedce t6i thady kha ngac nhién, nhung lic dé
t6i chia gdp c6 va co Cattrell. T6i nghi, khi dy c6 dang & nuwdc ngoai.” Ong
mim cwdi va cé 1é con vira nhay mat. “Gio thi t6i khong thay bat ngo nira
16i.”

Diana nghiéng dau. “Cam on 6ng. Chong cii cta t6i la ngwoi My. Khi
David bién mat, t6i dang & My cung chéng. Mot nam sau do, toi ly hon va
quay lai day.”

Co van nhin vién chanh thanh tra, nhung cam thay téc gay dung dirng
dwdi anh mat sam soi cia McLoughlin. C6 khong mudn bat gap anh mat ay
thém 1an nao nita. “Pai t4 Gallagher c6 biét vé mdi quan hé ctia ba nguoi
cac co khong?” anh khé hoi.

“Y anh 1a tinh ban cta chiing t6i?” Diana van nhin Walsh.
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“T6i mudn noéi téi moi than tinh trong phong ngt hon, va tac dong tw
may tro dua cot ctia co 1én hai dita chau cua dai td. Hay ong ay khong biét
diéu d6?”

Diana nhin cham cham vao ban tay minh. C6 hiéu ra, that kh6 dé doi pho
vOi sw khinh miét ctaa thién ha va c6 wéc minh cé6 duoc, du chi mot nira,
thai do tho o ctia Anne. “Dé chang phai la viéc cua anh,” cudi cung co noi.
“Nhung Gerald Gallagher biét moi diéu can biét vé ching tdi. Ong Ay
khong phai kiéu ngwoi dé bi qua mat.”

Walsh nhéi day thudc 14 vao 6ng tau. Ong dwa 1én miéng va cham lira,
phé khoi ra khong khi. “Sau khi quay ra, c6 Maybury hodc c6 Cattrell co6
cho rang céi xac trong ham trit déng la ctia David Maybury khong?”

“Khong.”

“Khong mot ai phong doan gi vé danh tinh ctia nguwdi xau s6 hay sao?”

“Anne bao c6 thé la mét tén vo gia cu 1én con dau tim.”

“Con c6 Maybury?”

Diana nghi ngoi mot Iic. “Nhan xét duy nhat cia c6 ay la vo gia cuw thi
khong chét vi dau tim trong tinh trang 10a thé.”

“Thé y kién cua c6 thi sao, cd6 Goode?”

“Tdi khong c6 ¥ kién ndo ca, ngoai trit d6 khong phai 1a xac David. Ong
biét tdi c6 1y do dé n6i nhw vay ma.”

“Tai sao c6 va cod Cattrell lai mudén Jane Maybury tranh xa khéi tat ca
nhitng chuyén nay?” McLoughlin dot ngot hoi.

Co0 to mo liéc nhin anh ta nhwng van tra 16i khong chit do du: “Jane mac
bénh chan an cho tdi tan muoi tam thang treée. Con bé da vao duwgc Oxford
vao thang chin nam ngodi vi 10i chic ming cua thay c6 van, nhung anh ta
cling canh bao con bé khéng duwgc dat minh dwéi nhitng ap lyc khong can
thiét. La ngudi dugc uy thac, ching téi ing ho quan diém cua Phoebe rang
nén tranh cho Jane dinh dang dén chuyén nay. Con bé van gay go lam,
trong ma x6t xa. Au lo qua mitc s& khién né kiét sitc mat. Anh c6 nghi ndi
lo ctia chung toi la vo 1y khong, trung si?”
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“Khong hé,” McLoughlin nha nhan trd 19i.

“Toi ty hoi vi sao c6 Maybury khong giai thich tinh trang cta con gai
minh véi ching t6i,” Waish hoi. “C6 ay c6 1y do dac biét sao?”

“T6i khong biét 1y do nao ca, nhung c6 1€ kinh nghiém da day co6 ay phai
than trong khi dinh liu dén canh sat.”

“Nhu thé nao?” Waish 6n ton hoi.

“Ban tinh cta cac 6ng la dao sau vao diém yéu ctia nguwoi khac. Tat ca
ching ta déu biét Jane chang thé noi gi véi cac 6ng vé cai xac, nhung co 1é
Phoebe sg rang, 6ng sé tra héi con bé tdi mirc khién né tén thwong. Va chi
khi da danh guc duwoc con bé, 6ng mdi chiu chap nhan sy that la né von
chang biét gi.”

“C0 c6 mot cai nhin rat 1éch lac vé ching t6i day, c6 Goode.”

Diana gugng cuoi. “Khong phai. Trong ba ching toi, toi la nguoi duy
nhat gitr lai chidt 1ong tin vGi canh sat day. Cudi cung, chang phai chinh t6i
la ngudi goi dién béo tin cho cac 6ng sao?” Co tha bén chan bat chéo xudng
roi co ca hai chan 1én ghé, pha kin ching béng 4o choang len. Anh nhin ctia
c6 thoang dirng lai trén nhitng tdm anh. “D6 1a mot ngwdi dan 6ng a? Anne
va Phoebe khong xac dinh dwgc.”

“Hién tai chung t6i cho la thé.”

“Bi giét?”

“Co thé.”

“Thé thi hay nghe 10i khuyén cuta t6i, di ma ling suc ngoi lang va cac
vung lan cdn dé tim ra nan nhan va hung tht. RS rang Phoebe chi 1a ké gio
dau chiu bang thoi. Pay cai xac vao dat nha co dy cling dong nghia véi viéc
d6 toi cho c6 ay, vdi vu nay la thé dé.”

Waish gat dau tan thwdng va ghi chi vao s6. “P6 ciing la mot kha nang,
0 chirng myc nao do. Co co hitng thu véi tam ly hoc khong?”

Hoa ra ong ta cling kha dang yéu day chi, Diana tham nghi. C6 nd@ mot
nu cwoi quyén rii von danh riéng cho cac khach hang dé tinh cda minh.
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“T6i van thuong van dung su6t trong qua trinh lam viéc, du khong nghi cac
bac si sé goi pham tru ma t6i ap dung la tam ly hoc.”

Waish cuoi rang rd. “Thé phai goi la gi?”

“Thuyét phuc ngam, t6i nghi vay.” C6 nh& dén co Keevil va nhitng tdm
réem mau xanh non chudi. Do6i trd, Anne sé néi thé.

“Cac khach hang ctia c6 c6 dén day dé dugc tw van khong?”

Diana lac dau. “Khong. Ho mudn thiét ké noi that nha ho, ch khong
phai nha t6i. T6i t6i cho ho.”

“Nhung c6 1a m6t phu nit hdp dan.” Waish té vé nguwdng mo thuc sy “Co
han la c6 rat nhiéu ban bé dén tham, ban bé trong viing, ma c6 da gap go
su6t may nam qua.”

Diana tu hoi, liéu vién chanh thanh tra c6 doan ra c6 nhay cdm dén mitc
nao, va cudc soéng cua ho co 1ap ra sao khong. Ban dau, méi thoat khéi cudc
hén nhan do6 v& trong trang thai bam gidp, quan hé xa giao gan nhu khong
quan trong. Co rut sau vao nhitng bitc twong caa dién trang Streech dé tw
liém lap vét thwong, ta on troi khi khong phai déi dién vdi nhitng nguwdi ban
tot bung cung long thwong hai ctia ho. Nhung khi vét thwong da lanh, di
ddu thau mot hai hgp dong thiét ké nho nhé va bi tr chdi, c6 da choang
vang nhan ra hau qua cta viéc Phoebe bi c6 lap. Co hiéu dugc cam gidc cta
mot ké bi xa hoi ruong ray. Co chitng kién canh Phoebe nu6i dudng long
han thu, Anne tv khoan dung tr@ thanh lanh dam va cay doc. Co nghe ra
giong minh moi ngay mét gay gat...

“Khong,” co dap. “Chung toi co6 rat it khach, va khéng mot ai trong lang
dén day ca.”

Waish nhin c6, khich 1é. “Vay thir n6i xem, gia st c6 ding, rang ca nan
nhan lan hung thu déu la nguwoi dia phwong, lam sao ho biét vé ham trit
doéng? Du c6 biét, lam sao ho tim ra dwgc né khi khéng hé dén day? Chac
c6 sé dong y véi toi, rang khu ham dwgc nguy trang kha tot.”

“Kho gi,” Diana dap. “Nh& dau cat gach vao xong Fred di ké vé no trong
quan regu? Nho dau cha me Phoebe titng ké v6i moi nguoi? Toi khong
thdy c6 gi bi hiém ¢ day ca.”
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“Thoéi duge. Gio ¢6 hdy ndi xem, co tim ra ham kiéu gi néu khong duwgc
chi 16i? Thoi ctt gia st khong mot ai trong s6 cac c6 phat hién ra cé ké la
mat dang do tim trén bai dat di, vi néu khong c6 da dé cap dén r6i. Thém
mot diéu nita, tai sao phai bo cai xac vao day?”

Diana nhtin vai. “Dé la mot cho giau kin dao.”

“Lam sao tén giét nguwoi biét 1a kin ddo? Lam sao hay ham trit dong
khong duoc str dung thuwong xuyén? Va giau cai xac di dé lam gi néu da c6
y bién Phoebe Maybury thanh bia d& dan? Co thay ddy, c6 Goode, gia
thuyét ay khong dugc thuyét phuc cho lam.”

Diana nghi mét lic. “Ong khong thé loai bé kha ning tring hop dugc.
Co ké da giét ngudi, va quyét dinh dé céi xac ¢ dién trang vé6i hi vong, néu
né bi tim ra, canh sat sé tap trung nghi van vao Phoebe. Va hung thu chi
tinh co vap phai ham trit déng trong lic tim kiém mot cho dé bé cai xac
thoi.”

“Nhung ham trit dong cach 16i vao dién trang gan mdt cdy s6,” Waish
phan do6i. “Co thuc s tin mot tén giét nguwoi sé do dam qua diém canh &
ngoai, di doc 16i xe chay, bang qua bai cé nha c6 v6i mot cai xac trén lung
gitta bong dém mit mu sao, vi ching ta cé thé gia dinh chang ai da dién dé
lam diéu do6 gitta ban ngay. Tai sao hung thta khong chon cach don gidn hon
la chi can chon cai xac trong khu ritng canh cong?”

Diana 10 vé kho chiu. “Co6 1é han da tréo qua birc twong phia sau va dén
ham tri* déng tir hwéng do.”

“Nghia la han phdi vigt qua phan nong trai giap khu nha nay a?”

Diana mién cudng gat dau.

“Tai sao phai mao hiém nhu thé? Tai sao lai chon cach do trong khi thira
sttc chon cdi xac trong phan dat nong trai? Va tai sao viéc dwa cai xac vao
ham trit dong lai quan trong dén vay?”

Diana bong nhién rung minh. C6 y thitc dugc rang Walsh dang c6 thao
ting c0O, budc c6 phai phong tha va thira nhan viéc hiéu biét vé ham tri¥
dong la yéu t6 chu chot. Co lanh lung noéi. “Cit phan doi néu téi sai. Tuy
nhién, v@i toi, c6 vé nhw 6ng dang dwa ra vo so gia dinh nhung déu chwa
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duwgc chitng minh. Pau tién, 6ng gia st cai xac da dwgc dwa vao dé. Trong
khi cling c6 thé nan nhan ty dén r6i mdi gap ké giét nguoi.”

“Puong nhién chung toi cling xem xét ca kha nang do, thua cd Goode.
Nhung du thé van khong lam thay doi suy nghi ctia ching t6i dugc. Chiing
t0i van phai héi: Vi sao lai 1a ham trit dong va lam sao ho biét cho dé tim ra
né néu khong phai da tirng vao day?”

“Cha, thé thi c tiép tuc dwa ra gia thiét roi dwa vao do dé lan tim danh
tinh ho xem sao. T6i c6 thé cho 06ng vai goi y day. Ban ctia vg chong dai ta
Gallagher chang han.”

“Nhitng nguoi gio & do tudi bdy muoi hodc tdm muoi sao? Buwong nhién
van c6 kha nang hung tha la mot ngwoi 16n tudi va cé uy tin, nhwng nhw thé
khong thuyét phuc cho 1am.”

“Nhitng nguoi duge Phoebe va David chi cho thi sao?”

McLoughlin cya minh trén ghé. “Cé Maybury néi véi ching t6i rang, c6
ay da quén bang dén mirc khong nhd ra dé ké vdi canh sat vé s ton tai cua
ham trit dong khi ho lung suc quanh day va tim anh Maybury. Néu vay, han
co dy sé chang nhd ndi liéu minh c6 vo tinh chi cho vi khach nao khong
dau. Ma suy dén cung, nhw 6 vira n6i day, du sao ciing c6 ai dén day dau.”

“Thé thi 1a David.”

“Gi0 c0 da hiéu ra roi do,” Waish noi. “Rét c6 thé David Maybury da chi
ham tri déng cho mot, tham chi va ngwoi, nhwng c6 Maybury khéng nhé gi
vé viéc nay. C6 ay khong nhé noéi chong minh da st dung can ham bao gio
chwa, du thira nhan c6 kha nang anh ta biét vé sy ton tai cia n6. Thanh that
ma noi, thoi diém nay toi thdy huwéng diéu tra dy la bat kha, trir phi co
Maybury hoac 1ii tré nhé ra dip nao hodc cai tén nao dé c6 thé dan dén va
manh moi.”.

“Li tré,” Diana ngd nguoi t6i tredc. “Toi nén sém nghi dén mai phai.
Chiing c6 dwa ban bé vé day khi con nhé. Ong biét tré con von to md ma,
chac ching da kham phéa khong sé6t ngéc ngach nao & dién trang.” Co ngoi
thang lai va cdm thay nhe nhdm v0 cung. “Chac chan la thé. Mot dia tré
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trong lang tirng bau ban véi hai dira nha nay, va gio da 16n. Ai do trong do
tudi hai muwoi.”

McLoughlin lai treng ra diéu cuoi thg 1g. Waish khé néi. “Toi dong y
rang day ciing la mot kha nang. Vi thé ma ching t6i can hdi chuyén
Jonathan va Jane. Khong thé tranh dwgc, c6 biét ma, du c6 va me li tré cé
thé khong dong tinh. Biét dau Jane la ngudi duy nhat c6 kha nang dan
chiing t6i dén chd tén giét ngwoi.” Ong véi tay 14y modt miéng sandwich
khac. “Canh sat khong phai nhitng ké thiéu lwong tri. To6i dam bao khi lam
viéc vdi co bé, ching toi sé that can trong va té nhi. Téi hi vong c6 cé thé
thuyét phuc c6 Maybury.”

Diana tha chan xu6ng va dirng lén. Du khong c¢6 y, cach c6 chong tay 1én
ban giong hét Phoebe ban ndy, nhw thé sy than thiét da khién nguwdi nay vo
thitc hoc theo tac phong cia ngudi kia. “Toi khong thé hiva bat ct diéu gi.
Phoebe c6 chinh kién riéng cta c6 ay.”

“Co6 Maybury khong cé lya chon nao khac,” Waish néi thang. “Trir viéc
quyét dinh xem ching t6i sé héi Jane & day hay Oxford. Véi tinh hinh nay,
toi cho rang c6 dy sé chon & day.”

Diana ditng thang day. “Ong con muén héi tdi diéu gi nita khéng?”

“T6i nay thi chi con hai cau théi. Ngay mai trung si McLoughlin sé hoi
c6 can ké hon.” Waish ngwdc 1én nhin Diana. “Co Maybury thué vg chéng
Philips nhw thé nao? C6 dy dang quang cao hay dang ki v4i van phong moi
gigi viec lam?”

Tay Diana bong nhién run rdy, c6 voi thoc vao tii do khoac. “Anne thu
xép viéc d6. Ong héi co dy xem.”

“Cam on co. Diéu cudi cung, c6 da gitup don sach ham trit dong, chinh
xac thi don cdi gi va c6 da lam nhuw thé nao?”

“Hang nam trdi roi,” Diana 10 vé khé chiu. “T6i khong nhé noi. Khong
cO gi ddc biét, chi la rac thoi.”

Waish cham chi nhin ¢6. “C6 mo ta bén trong ham trit dong cho t6i nghe
xem nao.” Diana lwét mat qua dong anh trén ban, nhung nhitng tam chup
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tong thé can ham da dwoc 14t Gp ngay tit lac co6 budc vao. “Ham 16n chirng
nao? Hinh dang khung ctra? Vat liéu lat san?”

“To6i khong nhg.”

Nu cwoi théa man cua Waish lam Diana nhé dén con séi nhoi bong véGi
ham rang nhe ra va doi mat thay tinh trgn tring.

“Cam on c0,” ong noi.

Co budc ra ngoai.
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Phoebe dang xem ban tin ltic 10 gi. Anh sang duy nhét trong phong la
nhitng sac mau lap loe phat ra tir ti - vi dang nhdy mua trén cap kinh cta
Phoebe, che di d6i mat c6 va khién c6 trong nhw nguwdi mu. Diana bat den
ban.

“Cau sé bi dau dau ddy,” c6 ngobi phich xuéng, viron tay vuot ve cang tay
ram nang mém mai cta ban.

Phoebe cam diéu khién dang dat trong long va tat tiéng ti - vi. “Minh
nhitc dau san ré6i,” c6 mét moi thira nhan. C6 g& cdp kinh ra va cham khan
tay vao doi mat dé ngau. “Xin 16i!”

“Veé chuyén gi?”

“Khdc 16c. Minh twéng da bo dugce théi quen do r6i.”

Diana kéo ghé lai gan va thodi mai gac chan 1én. “Kh6c mot tran ra tro la
mot trong vai thu vui con sét lai ctia minh.”

Phoebe mim cudi. “Nhuwng khong hitu ich 1am.” C6 nhét khan vao ong
tay ao va deo kinh lén.

“Cau da an gi chuwa?”

“Minh khong do6i. Molly dé lai mén thit ham trong noi day.”

“Hirm, ba dy dan minh r6i. Minh ciing khong déi.”

Ca hai chim vao im lang.

“Moi chuyén that dién r6, nhi?” Phoebe 1én tiéng sau mot lic.

“Minh sg la thé.” Diana c@i doi xang dan khoéi chan va tha ching xuong
san. “Lao thanh tra d6 khong ngd nghéch dau.” C6 co gilr giong that khé.

Phoebe cay nghiét n6i. “Minh ghét lao ta. Cau bao lao bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“Gan sau muoi.”
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“Chwa dén dau. Mudoi nam trudc, trong 1do nhw mot gido sw vui tinh.” Co6
can nhac mot thoang. “Nhung d6 khong phai tinh cach that. Lao c6 thé cé
bat ¢ tinh cach gi, ngoai trir hai hwdc. Lao rat nguy hiém, Di a. Vi Chua,
dirng quén diéu dé.”

Ban c6 gat dau. “Con céi bong cta lao, tén do té kia? Cau thay anh ta thé
nao?”

Phoebe 16 vé ngac nhién nhw thé c6 ban vira dé cap mot diéu chang lién
quan. “Tay trung si ha? Anh ta khong néi nhiéu. Tai sao cau lai hoi thé?”

Diana vu6t phang phan len & mat treéc do khoac, dong tac nhip nhang
nhw vuét ve mot con meo. “Minh khong hiéu vi sao Anne ham hé lao vao
cudc chién véi anh ta.” Co6 liéc nhin Phoebe véi vé do héi, nhwng ban co
chi nhun vai. “Anne lam r6i. Co6 ay méi chi thady anh ta mot 1an ma da mac
dinh la ‘con lgn ngu ngdc’ va quyét tam day cho anh ta mét bai hoc... Chét
tiet!” Co buc xuc. “Tai sao Anne khong hoc dwgc cach thi thoang thoa hiép
co chit? Néu khong can than, co dy sé khién ca 1i khon don mat thoi.”

“Ho da ndi chuyén v6i Anne chwa?”

“Chua, nghe bao la ngay mai. Ho c6 vé thu thai. Chung ta con dugc ho
chinh thitc cho phép lén giwvong di ngu niva kia.”

Phoebe nham mat va nhan may dau ngon tay 1én thai duwong. “Ho hoi gi
cau vay?”

Diana van nguoi trén ghé dé quay sang nhin ban. “Theo minh suy doan
tir nhitng gi ho am chi thi cling giong hét nhw ho da héi cau thoi.”

“Ngoai trtv viéc minh bo di va tir choi trd 16i nhitng cdu héi cia ho.”
Phoebe md& mat, nhin ban véi vé sau mudn. “Minh biét, minh that ngd
ngan, nhung ho khién minh byc qua. That la lung, ding khéng? Minh da
chiu dung tham van hang gio lién khi David bo di. Vay ma lan nay, chi chiu
nbi nam phut. Minh nhan ra ban than cam ghét tén dan 6ng d6 qua nhiéu,
minh muén moc mat lao ra. Suyt chit nita, minh da lam thé that.”

Diana lai khé cham vao tay ban. “Pirng nghi viéc do la lung. Bat cit bac
si tam ly nao ciing sé bao cau rang, cau gian la phan &ng binh thuwdng moi
khi cang thang, du diéu d6 cé thé khong khon ngoan chiit nao.” C6 nhan
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mat. “Durong nhién, Anne sé ndi minh nhat gan, nhwng minh nghi, ching ta
nén hgp tac vGi ho trong kha nang nhat dinh. Ho cang sém tim ra chan
twong sy viéc thi chung ta cang s6m dugc binh yén.”

“Ho muon tra hoi 1i tré.”

“Minh biét, va chiing ta can ngan viéc dé lai.”

“Minh c6 thé yéu cau bac si tam ly ctia Jane viét mot bitc thw khuyén
cao. Liéu c6 hiéu qua khong?”

“C6 1é 1a ngan dwogc mot hodc hai ngay, trwde khi ho tim dén mot bac si
tam 1y khac. Va chac chan, ngwoi ay sé két luan con bé du kha nang dé tra
16i nhitng cau hoéi dé. Tw cau cling biét ma, chinh bac si tam ly cta con bé
da tuyén b6 né khoe manh tir muwoi tdm thang tredc day thoi.”

“Khong phdi vGi chuyén nay.” Phoebe bop manh hai thai dwong. “Minh
sg lam, Di a. Minh that sy nghi, con bé da tim cach xéa sach nhitng ki tc
ay r6i. Néu gid ho khién né nhd¢ lai, Chtia méi biét chuyén gi sé xay ra.”

“N6i chuyén véi Anne di,” Diana noéi. “Co ay khach quan hon. R6i cau
sé thay, cau dang danh gia thip sitc manh ctia Jane day. Suy cho cung, con
bé la con gai cau co ma.”

“Nghia la minh thiéu khach quan sao?”

Diana ty nhu phai nhe nhang hét sitc c6 thé. “Nghia la con bé sé thira
hwéng sy manh mé cia nha Gallagher, d6 ngé ngan a.”

“Cau quén nhac dén cha n6 roi. Du minh c6 thé co 10 di, nhung ching
van mang mét phan dong mau cta David.”

“Han cling dau té hai 1am, Pheeb.”

Nuéc mat Phoebe bong tudn ra khong kim lai dwge. Co gian dit chép
mat dé ngan dong lé. “Han thuc s té hai. Cau hiéu ro diéu d6 ma. Chiéu
nay, cau da bao véi lao thanh tra nhw vay va cau néi ding. Han thoi rita tGi
tan xwong tay. Dén mot lic nao do, néu ching minh khong thoat khoi han,
han sé lam minh lan 1ii tré thoi rita theo. Chac chan han da c6 lam thé ma
chang hé ay ndy.” Co im lang mdt lic. “Pé la diéu duy nhat minh khong
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cho cha me biét. Néu ho khéng qué c6 hia nhu vay, minh da chang bao gio
két hon véi han. Minh c6 thé ty sinh Jonny va nuéi nang no.”

“Piéu dé ciling khién ho khé x* ma.” Nhung minh dong y vGi co ay,
Diana nghi. Chang c6 1y do nao dé bao chita cho hanh déng cta 6ng ba
Gallagher. Vay tai sao minh lai bdo vé ho? “Ho chi lam diéu ho cho la ding
th6i.”

“Minh mdéi muwoi bdy tudi, vi Chda,” Phoebe siét chat tay. “Tré hon ca
Jane bay gio. Minh dong y két hon vGi mot tén khon gap doi tudi minh don
gian vi bi han quyén rdi. Ro6i chi biét tro mat nhin han dugc twéng thudéng vi
diéu do6. Lay Chua,” 0 rit 1én. “Minh phat bénh khi nghi dén so6 tién han da
bon rat cua cha minh.”

Vay thi ditng nghi vé n6 nita, Diana nhitng mu6n noéi ra nhu vay. Cau da
c6 quén di, nhung van c6 nhitng khoang thoi gian tot dep ddy thoi. Nhat la
lic dau, khi Anne va minh ghen ti vi cau da tré thanh phu ni* con bon minh
van la nhitng c6 ni sinh 16ng ngéng. Co6 con gilt mai ki &c ay. Vao mét dip
cu6i tuan, khi David chot ndy ra y twdng dién r6 la dwa cad ba nguoi theo
trong mot chuyén cong tac dén Paris. C6 khong nhé tén cong ty ctia han lic
dy, b&i han da 1am viéc cho rat nhiéu cong ty, nhung ki nghi dé c6 sé chang
bao gio quén duogc.

David, qua ty tin, qua khéo léo trong viéc lwa chon di dau va lam gi,
cling nhw qua ty nhién trwdc tat thdy nhitng diéu xa la. Phoebe, mang thai
bon thang, khuén mat dang yéu dwdi chiéc mii rong vanh 16ng lay, hanh
phtc véi ban than va véi David. Con Anne va Diana, dugc di choi vao dip
nghi gitra ki, da thich mé tridc nhitng con nguoi tuyét voi @ nhitng noi dep
de. Buong nhién, tit ca chi la do dnh. Trong hién thyc, David Maybury la
mot ké té bac, vii phu, Diana da tw minh phat hién ra diéu d6. Nhung hoi &
Paris, ho déu bi mé hoac.

Phoebe ditng phat day, buwdc t6i cho ti - vi va tat phup di. C6 néi khi van
quay lung vé phia Diana. “Cau biét diéu gi da giup minh vugt qua cudc hoi
cung kéo dai nhiéu gio liéen d6 khong? Bang cach nao minh cé thé to ra
binh tinh, mac ké nhitng t6i 16i ho gan cho minh?” C6 quay lai va Diana
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nhin thdy nhitng giot nwéc mat da bién mat, cling dot ngot nhw khi ching
bat dau roi. “D6 1a bédi minh cam thdy nhe nhom, v6 cuing nhe nhom khi
nhan ra minh da rii bo dwgc tén khon dy qua dé dang.”

Diana li€c vé phia rém ctta. Dém thang Tam dau thé lanh thé nay,
Phoebe han da dé ctta m@. “Cau dang noéi vé van gi vay,” c6 kién quyét nai.
“Muoi nam qua da lam cau quan tri mat réi. Lam sao c6 thé dé dang rii bo
David dwogc. Lay Chda, géi a, han chang khac nao bong ma am theo ciu ké
tlr ngay cau cuwdi han, va gio van vay.” Co kéo ao khoac chat thém. “Gia ho
tim thdy mot cai xac ¢ dau dé dé cau cé thé nhan dang.”

“Néu mat troi moc dang Tay thi may ra,” Phoebe vira dap vira don dep
can phong va vo vao nhitng tam ném dé né phong trd lai.

Diana nhat coc ca phé da uong hét 1én va di vao bép. “Ho dang tap trung
cd vao ham trir déng,” c6 noi qua vai. Co mé voi va rira cai coc. “Ho lan
theo nhitng ngwoi co thé biét vi tri cia nd.” Co nghe thay tiéng ctra s6 dong
lai. “Néu la cau, minh sé 1dp mot danh sach tit ca nhitng ngwoi ma cau,
David hay i tré da titng chi noi d6 cho hg. Minh ddm bao sé cé rat nhiéu
cai tén day.”

Phoebe cudi chua chat va rit mot mau gidy tw ti ra. “Minh da vat 6c suy
nghi ké t lic roi thw phong. Két qua la: Peter va Emma Barnes, nhung
minh cling khéng chac lam.”

“Y cau 1a may dita con ctia nha Dilys kinh khang d6 ha?”

“Phai. Chung tirng lang thang khap khu vwon trong sudt nhitng ngay
dwgc nghi hoc, tim kiém Jonathan va Jane. Minh chac chan Dilys xui chiing
dén dé co lam than v&i nha minh.”

“Nhung han phdi c6 cd nhitng dia khac chw, Pheeb, khi 1ii tré md&i
chuyén vé day ay.”

“Khong, ban ¢ trwong cting khong c6. Jon hoc ndi tru, nhd chw, va chua
bao gid muoén ban bé dén choi. Jane thi thim chi con chang mudén c6 ban.
D6 la 16i ctia minh. Minh nén khuyén khich ching, thé nhung moi th kho
khan dén mic minh that sy thdy vui mirng khi ching xa lanh xa hoi nhw
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vay.
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“Thé da c6 chuyén gi vGi Peter va Emma?”

“Chang ra sao cd. Emma ci¥ tut quan 16t xuéng tréc mat Jonathan.” Co
lac dau. “Minh da phdai ra mat cham dit chuyén do khi thang bé cling bat
dau tut quan n6 xuéng. N6 mdi chin tu6i.” Co thd dai. “Du sao thi, minh da
kho khao di ké chuyén dé v6i David. Thé la ngay lap tic han goi dén nha
Dilys va sac cho c6 ta mot tran. Han goi c6 ta la con khon tuc tiu va bao
‘me nao, con ndy’. Vé sau ching khéng bao gid bén mang dén day nita.
Nhung minh cho rang, c6 thé Jon da chi cho chiing ham trit dong trwdc khi
ching bi cdm ctra.”

Diana bat cuwdi khic khich. “Vay la it nhat, David ciling ding dwgc mot
lan. Da bao nhiéu nam tréi qua ma Emma van chang kha hon teo nao.”

“Han khong cé quyén néi ai theo kiéu dé,” Phoebe lanh lung dap. “Chuda
chitng giam, minh khong thé chiu néi Dilys. Nhung Jon cu x@ cling té nhw
Emma vady. David chuwa bao gio mang mo né, han con coi nhu tro dua, va
néi Jon dang dan trd thanh mot ngwdi dan 6ng. Minh da c6 thé giét han.
Néu ¢ ai tuc tiu & day, thi dé chinh la David.”

Diana bdi rdi trwdc tam trang ctia Phoebe. Co biét ban minh kha khé
tinh, nhung chwa bao gio thay Phoebe gay gat dén thé vi mot van dé nhé
nhat nhw vay. C&¢ nhu thé cac sy kién trong budi chiéu hom nay da dap vo
tuyén phong tht bay lau ctia Phoebe, gidi phong chudi cam xtic don nén
hang nam troi. Piéu nay that nguy hiém. C6 va Anne tirng nghi, Jane chinh
la mat xich yéu nhat. Nhuwng liéu c6 phai thé chang? Sau cung, chang phai
chinh Phoebe méi la nguwai dé ton thwong nhat sao?

“Cau mét r6i, cung a,” c6 binh tinh nédi, vong canh tay 6m ldy ban minh.
“Lén givong va di ngu thoi nao.”

bau Phoebe rii xuéng. “Pau minh dau nhw bia bé.”

“Nhu hom nay thi khong dau mgi la. Udng vai vién aspirin di. Sang mai
cau sé do ngay.”

Ho tay trong tay buédc doc hanh lang.

“Ho da hoi cau vé Fred v6i Molly a?” Phoebe dot nhién thac mac.

“Mot chat.”
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“Oi, troi a.”

“Pirng c6 lo.” Hai nguwdi da dén dau cau thang. Diana hon ban va budng
Phoebe ra. “Walsh cling yéu cau minh mo td ham tri* déng,” c6 mién cudng
noi.

“Minh da bédo lao ta rat nguy hiém ma,” Phoebe vira néi vira buéc lén
tang.

Tiéng buwdc chan cta Diana vang vong trong khong gian im lim. Cum tw
‘ tinh 1ang nht ndm mo6 ’ ¢t &m anh c6 mai khi cdi giay va nhon chan buéc
doc hanh lang. C6 khé m@ cira phong Anne va ngé vao trong. Anne dang
ngoi & ban, soan thdo van ban. Diana khé huyt sdo danh tiéng, r6i chi 1én
tran nha. Ho cung leo 1én cau thang, vao phong ngu cia Anne.

Anne theo sau c6, doi mat sang ryc vé tinh nghich va hai hwdc. “Lay
Chua, Di a, that chang gidng cau chit nao. Cau luén coi trong hinh thitc co
ma. Cau khong thdy noi nay van con ngap rac sao?”

“Ding c6 ngdc thé. Lan nay khong phéi trd choi nita roi, nén hdy im
miéng va lang nghe minh néi nay.”

CoO day Anne lén giwvong va ngbi ghé xuong, bat chéo chan ngay bén
canh. Co vtra ké vira bon chén van veo doi ban tay va dam thum thup 1én
tam chan 16ng vit mém mai.
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Tam rem dugc kéo sang mot bén, Phoebe Maybury dang ditng trudc cira
s0. C6 nhin cham cham ra ngoai mot Iic, mai téc dé ryc nhw Itta nho anh
den chiéu tr phia sau. P6i mat c6 mé 16n trén gwong mdt cang thang trang
béch. Nhin c6, George Waish tu hoi, diéu gi da khién c6 cang thang nhw
vay. Sg hai? Toi 16i? Hay tham chi la dién r6? Cé gi d6 khong 6n trong doi
mét chdm cham kia. C6 & gan dén ndi 6ng c6 thé cham vao co. Ong nin
thd. Co vuon tay ra, cam tay nam va déng ctra so lai. Tam réem duwgc kéo vé
cho cii va chi lat sau, anh dén ciing tat ngdm. Tiéng ri ram cua Phoebe va
Diana van tiép tuc vang lén trong bép, nhung khong con nghe r6 nita.

Ra hiéu cho McLoughlin dang ditng phia sau, Walsh di chan tran bang
qua san hién t&i bai co. Ong van than trong dé méat dén nhitng khung ctra s6
sang dén bén chai nha cia Anne. Bong c6 dang ngoi canh ban van in dam
1én nhitng tdm rém. Trong nita gio' qua, co6 thwong xuyén doi tu thé, nhung
khong di chuyén khoi cho ngo6i. Walsh chéc chan viéc 6ng va McLoughlin
1én nghe 16m van chwa bi phat hién.

Ho lang lang tién vé phia ham trir dong, McLoughlin cam dén pin soi
dwong. Uéc chirng da di du xa dé khong bi ai nghe thay, Walsh dirng lai va
quay vé phia cap dudi.

“Cau nghi thé nao, Andy?”

“Phai n6i rang, dé la 1oi thu toi ré rang nhat t6i tirng dwgc nghe,” anh tra
10i.

“Hirm.” Walsh tram ngdm bam moi. “T6i cling dang thac mac day. Co ta
da noi gi nhi?”

“Co0 ta thtra nhan minh cdm thdy nhe nhém khi rii bé dwgc anh chong
qua dé dang nhw thé.” Anh nhun vai. “Véi t6i, vay la qua du r6i.”
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Walsh lai budc tiép. “Loi cdo budc do chang thé ding vitng dén mot
phit & tda an,” 6ng lo dang néi. “Nhung thi vi day, vo cing thd vi.” Ong
dot ngot nging lai. “Toi nghi, cudi cung c6 ta cling sap quy nga roi. T6i co
an twgng rang, c6 Goode cling nghi nhuw vay. Vai tro cia c6 Goode trong
chuyén nay la gi? C6 ta khong thé dinh liu dén sy bién mat cia Maybury.
Chuing t6i da kiém tra ki cang va chac chan c6 ta dang & My vao khodng
thoi gian do.”

“Tong pham thi sao? Ca c6 ta va Cattrell déu biét c6 Maybury da lam
chuyén d6 nhung réi im lang vi lgi ich cta Id tré.” Anh lai nhin vai.
“Nhung c6 ta c6 vé ngay thang. Co ta khong biét nhiéu vé ham trit dong, ro
rang la vay.”

“Trit phi c6 ta gian d6i.” Ong can nhic sau vai phit. “Cau khong thdy la
khi c6 ta da song ¢ day tam nam ma chwa hé ngo t6éi ché dé sao?”

Vang tring 16 ra sau mot ddm may va chiéu sang 16i di ciia ho. Anh tring
xam xam, lanh lanh. McLoughlin tat dén. “Cé 1é c6 ta khong thich n6,” anh
nhan xét véi vé cham biém. “C6 1€ c6 ta biét thit gi nam bén trong.”

Loi nhan xét ay khién Walsh khung lai. “Cha, cha,” éng lam bam. “Toi
tw hoi, néu that nhw vay thi sao. Moi chuyén sé tré nén hgp ly. Chang ai lai
di mo mam quanh cai noi ho biét rd rang c6 mét xac chét bén trong ca. Mot
bo ba khé nhan. Xem ra chang & nao trong s6 dé dang co gang lam diéu gi
nhan nghia dau. Ho sé khong ngai chita chap mot xac chét, mién la tong co6
ké ho ghét. Cau c6 nghi vay khong?”

Trung si cau may. “D0oi véi t6i, phu ni* hét nhv mot cudn sach déng chat,
sép a. Toi tham chi con chang muén gia vo hiéu ho nita kia.”

Walsh cudi khung khuc. “Kelly lai khién cau khé chiu a?”

Tiéng cuwoi dam thang vao ndo bo cia McLoughlin, sang bong va sac
nhon nhv mot cay kim. Anh quay di, thoc hai ban tay va ca cay den cta
minh vao sau trong tii do khoac. Cit khich t6i di, anh tham nghi, c& thw
khich t6i nita xem. “Diana cai doi chut thoi. Khong c6 gi nghiém trong ca.”

Walsh t6 ra théng cam, vi it nhiéu biét dwgc nhitng van dé dai dang trong
hon nhan cia McLoughlin. Ong 1dm bam. “Budn cudi & chd, vai ngdy
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trrdc, toi thay co6 ay di cung Jack Booth, vira di vira nhiin nhdy chang mang
dé tam dén xung quanh. T6i chwa bao gio thdy c6 dy vui vé dén thé. Khong
phai dang mang bau ddy chit. Trong twoi nhu hoa vay.”

Sao tén khon nay khong danh anh luén nhi? Nhuw thé sé do dau hon. “Co
18 1a bé&i c6 ay da dén séng chung vGi Jack,” anh lo dang noi. “Co dy don di
tuan trede roi.” Nao, gio thi cudi di, d6 khon, cudi di, va cho t6i ly do dé
dap vd ban mat ong.

Chang biét noi gi thém, Walsh vung vé vo nhe vao canh tay McLoughlin.
Gio ong da hiéu vi sao chang trai nay lai nhay cam qua nhu thé trong may
ngay qua. Mat vo da du té r6i, mat vg vao tay thang ban than nhat thi con gi
dau dén hon. Lay Chua! La Jack Booth, chit khong phai ai khac! Han chinh
la phu ré trong dam cwéi cia ho. Cha cha, diéu do6 ciling giai thich dugc co
s0 chuyén. Ly do gan day McLoughlin thuwong di mot minh. Ly do Jack dot
ngot quyeét dinh roi lyc lwgng dé dén lam viéc cho mot cong ty bao vé &
Southampton. “T6i khong hé biét. Xin 16i cau.”

“Chang c6 gi quan trong dau. Tat cd déu ém thdm. Doi bén déu thay
thodi mai.” Anh ban cling dap, nhu thé chang hé quan tam.

“Co6 1€ chi la nhat thoi cdAm nang,” Walsh an ui, du chang mdy thuyét
phuc. “Va c0 dy sé quay veé ngay thoi.”

McLoughlin nhéch miéng cwdi, dé 16 ham rang trang sang, nhung man
dém da che di con phan nd trong mat anh. “Sép, c6 thé giiup t6i mot viéc
khong? Ding da dong dén chuyén dé. Chia chitng giam, chung t6i chang
con gi dé néi vdi nhau khi c6 ay bo di. Ching t6i biét no6i cai me gi day néu
c6 ay quay tré lai?” Chua 0i, anh muon danh ai d6. Cé phai tit ca ho déu
biét r6i khong? Phai chang ho déu cudi nhao anh? Anh sé giét ké dau tién
dam lam thé.

Anh bat dau rdo budc. “Ta on Chaa, ching t6i chwa c6 con, nén chang ai
mat mat gi.”

Walsh di phia sau, mién man suy nghi vé béan tinh that thuwong cta con
ngudi. Ong nhd lai cude chuyén trd véi McLoughlin chi vai thang truéc,
khi chang trai tré do 16i cho viéc khong c6 con da khién cudc hon nhan cta
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ho chwa vién man. Cau ta ndi, v¢ minh chan nan vi khong hai long véi
cong viéc thu ki, va can mot dita bé dé khién ban than luon ban rén. Lic
do, Walsh da khon ngoan ma git im lang. Tu kinh nghiém véi con gai
minh, 6ng biét, 10i khuyén trong nhitng treong hop thé nay hiém khi nhan
duwgc sy cam kich. Nhung 6ng ciing tham hi vong, s6 phan sé can thiép va
khong dira tré khon kho nao phéi chao doi chi dé gitp cap do6i té ngang
nhau nay ban ron. Viéc con gai 6ng mang thai lan dau & tu6i mudi sau, khi
van dang ngoi trén ghé nha trvong va chwa hé 1ap gia dinh la mot cu soc
v6i 6ng. Nhung 6ng con choang vang hon khi phat hién ra rang, vg va con
gai ong khong thuc sy yeu thwong nhau. Con gai ong bao bién cho hai cugc
h6én nhéan that bai va viéc c6 bon dita con la bdi n6 da theo dudi tinh yéu
khong biét mét méi, trong khi vg 6ng tradch mang con bé vi da bé 16 qua
nhiéu co hdi va thiéu long ty trong. Ong da c6 bu dip nhitng that bai trong
qua khit bang cach quan tam dén cac chau nhiéu hon, nhung diéu do that
kho khan. Thién y ctia 6ng lai dan bién thanh 16i chi trich.

Ong thdy ching qua hoang da va vo ki luat, 1y do 1a béi tinh dung ting
ctia con gai 6ng cung viéc thiéu sy day bao ctia ngudi cha.

Gio day, Walsh luon am anh bdi con 4c mong, cung véi sy vo tam cua
con gai, 6ng dang gieo rac nhitng hat mam bat hanh vao cac thé hé tiép
theo.

Ong bt kip McLoughlin. “Cudc séng nhu tro choi xép hinh vay, Andy.
Du gid cau chwa nhan ra, nhung dén cubi cung, tat cd cac manh ghép sé
khép lai v&i nhau. Moi viéc luon dién tién theo chiéu hwdng tét dep nhat.
Luc nao cling vay.”

“Puwong nhién ro6i, thra sép. ‘Roi moi thit sé dién ra theo hwéng tot dep
nhat & thé gidi tot dep nhat trong tat ca cac thé gidi c6 thé xdy ra...’* Anh
tin vao diéu tao lao d6 sao?”

Walsh duéi ly. “Phai, duwong nhién la vay roi.”

Ham trit dong d6 bong dwdi anh dén huynh quang xa tit. Ho tién lai gan.
McLoughlin hat ham vé phia khung cta m& va khodng tdi bén trong.
“Dwong nhu nan nhan cta ching ta sé khong dong y véGi diéu do dau.”
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“Nhung ké giét nguwoi thi c6 day.” Ca vg cau nita, khi tréo 1én givong va
vui vé cing Jack Booth, Walsh cay nghiét nghi. Ong gio tay chao ha si
Jones khi ho di vong qua can ham. “Tim thay gi khong?”

Jones chi vao mot manh vai bat trén mat dat. “bay, thwra sép. Ching toi
da lung suc trong ban kinh 50 mét quanh ham. T6i bdo cac anh em dé dén
mai hay luc soat ti€p vat rirtng chay doc theo bitc twong phia sau, anh dén
tao ra qua nhiéu béng 10 md nén khé ma nhin ré duwgc.”

Walsh ngo6i x6m xudng, gdy cay but chi, gat ra mét mé i bong, vo keo,
hai qua béng tennis x4c xo va da thit tap nham khéac. Ong dé riéng ba bao
cao su da qua st dung, mot chiéc quan 16t bac phéch va vai vé dan rong.
“Chung ta sé lan theo nhitng thit nay. T6i khong nghi dong kia cé thé tiét 10
dugec manh méi nao dau.” Ong diing day. “Pugc 16i, tam nghi & day. Jones,
toi mudn cau tiép tuc tim kiém khap khu dat vao ngay mai. Tap trung vao
rirng cdy, doc theo bitc twong phia sau va ngwoc 1én cong chinh. Goi thém
mot doi ho trg. Con Andy, cau tiép tuc viéc tham van cho dén khi t6i tGi
nhé. Hoéi Fred Phillips, gan day ong ta c6 dung dén sting san khong. Ching
ta sé kiém tra 6ng ta va nhitng ngudi ¢ day xem c6 ai dugc cap gidy phép
stt dung sung khong. Trung si Robinson cung nhitng ngudi khac cé thé t6i
ti'ng nha xung quanh dé thu thap thém tin titc.” Ong chi vé phia ddm bao
cao su va chiéc quan 16t. “Cé vé khong ai song trong dién trang lai quang
nhitng thi* nay ra vuon.” Ong nhin McLoughlin. “Mic du vay, cau c6 thé
héi that khéo.” Ong quay sang Jones va néi. “Chiing c6 nim ciing mot chd
khong?”

“Rai rac, thua sép. Chuing t6i da danh dau vi tri.

“Lam tot lam. Han la mot tén sat gai trong vung co6 s& thich mang ban
tinh dén day. Néu vay, han c6 thé cho ching ta vai 10i khuyén. T6i sé bao
Nick Robinson tap trung diéu tra theo hwéng do.”

Vé cau kinh hién hién trén guwong mat McLoughlin khi nghi dén vién
canh thao luan vé dam bao cao su vGi nhitng phu nit trong dién trang. “Con
sép thi sao?” anh hoi.
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“T6i a? Toi sé kiém tra lai vai tap ho so, dac biét 1a vé Cattrell. Chang dé
dang gi dau. Téi khong thdy hitng thd chit nao hét.” Ong bim méi. “Cé
mot tap ho so cia co quan dac vu lwu triv thong tin vé o ta tir khi con la
sinh vién. Phéi dai ca sdi tay. T6i da doc qua mot chit vao thoi diém
Maybury mat tich. Nho vay ma t6i biét c6 ta d@ & Greenham Common. C6
ta la ké pha rdi sudt chirng 4y nam. Cau c6 nhé vu lam gia so sach ké toan
¢ B0 Quoc phong am 1 cach day vai nam khong? Ai d6 da thém mot so
khong vao con sé ba triéu bang va bd phdi chi trd gdp muaoi lan gia tri hop
dong. Do Anne Cattrell khui ra day. Lanh da luon ta rat diéu nghé trong
viéc khién nguoi khéc 1anh da.” Ong dam chiéu s¢ cim. “Hén cau van nhé
chuyén do6 chi, Andy?”

“Anh c6 néi qua khong, sép? Néu c6 ta gidi dén thé thi tai sao lai chiu
mac ket gitta chon khi ho co gdy Hampshire nay? C6 ta nén & London, lam
viéc cho mot trong nhitng hang thong tdn 16n nhat ca nwéc chit!” Giong
diéu nguong mo va hirng thu cia Walsh khién anh byc minh.

“O cb ta giéi ma,” Walsh cau kinh dap. “C6 ta tirng lam cho mdt t& bao
quoc gia & London truedc khi buéng bé hét va tdi day lam nha béo tw do.
Pirng danh gia thap o6 ta. T6i da doc dugc vai nhan xét trong tap ho so kia.
Mot a gai goc, khong phai kiéu mém loa mép giai dau. Co ta cé ca chuong
lich str lién quan dén phe canh td, biét moi thit vé quyén cong dan cling nhw
sttc manh ctia canh sat. Tirng la nha bao trong phong trao chong vii khi hat
nhan, mot ngudi theo thuyét nam nitr binh quyén cong khai, va doan vién
cong doan nang nd. Co ta lién hé cd véi nhém Tranh dau* va cé thoi diém
con la thanh vién ctia Bang Cong san Anh...”

“Lay Chua” McLoughlin gian dir thot 1én. “Vay c6 ta dang lam cai quai
gl trong toa dién trang chét giam nay thé? Quy tha ma bat, sép a, ho con c6
hai nguoi giup viéc nita chi.”

“To mo, phai khong? Diéu gi da khién co ta tir bd cong viéc va ca
nguyén tac cia minh? T6i nghi cau nén héi co6 ta vao ngay mai. B6 1a co
héi dau tién ma ching ta phai lan cho ra.”
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Ldo gia nong nac mui rwgu. Lao ngoi dé6 nhv Guy Fawkes* minh day u
bwdu trén nguwdng ctra mot tiém ban thuéc 14 & Southampton. Lao mac
chiéc quan hong sang mau kéch com, doi cai mii xiéu veo, cii rich trén mai
dau héi, mo6i 1am nham mot bai hat téu tdo. Pa gan nita dém. Nhuw nhitng
ten say khac, thinh thoang dang hat, 1ao lai goi giat cac khach qua dwong,
nhung ho déu liéc xéo lao roi bang qua hodc voi va bo di.

Mot vién canh sat tién lai gan, ty héi khong biét nén lam gi vGi lao gia
ngu don nay. “Ong phién toai ching khac ndo mdt cai nhot dang sung tdy &
mong,” anh ta nai.

Ldo gia lang thang tron mat nhin anh ta. “M6&t con nhang dang sung sitc
chit,” 1do noi, trwde khi doi mat mo duc thoang sang 1én vi nhan ra nguoi
doi dién. “Chda thwong téi qua ma, trung si Jordan nay,” lao ta cwoi khic
khich.

Ldo 16i cai chai boc gidy nau trong 4o khoac ra, ghé ham rang xin nhd
chiéc nut va dwa cho vién canh sat. “Udng di, anh ban.”

Trung si Jordan lac dau. “Khong phai dém nay, Josephin a.”

Lao gia d6c ngugc cai chai va trat can thit chat béng bén trong vao
miéng minh. Chi€c mii roi xudng, lan doc theo bac thém. Vién trung si cui
ngwoi nhat no 1én, r6i doi ngay ngan 1én mai dau cta lao. “Pi nao, ban gia.”
Anh d& canh tay nhem nhud6c va x6c lao gia ban thiu ditng day.

“Cau tong giam t6i day a?”

“Ong c6 mu6n thé khong?”

“Sao cling dugc, con trai a,” 1ao rén ri. “Toi mét qua. Ctt nam vay di, co
cho nghi nung na dwgce.”

“Va toi c6 thé ct lam thé néu khong can tdy ué cad phong giam sau khi
ong vao do,” vién canh sat 1am bam, r6i 16i mot tdm danh thiép ra khoi tui
va doc dia chi bén trén. “T6i sé cho 6ng mot dac an, c6 1€ lan dau tién trong
nhiéu nam, ong sé khong phai uéng rugu bo thi nita. Pén day nao, 6ng sé
ngu ¢ Hilton to6i nay.”
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George Walsh tha Robinson va McLoughlin ¢ quan Ciru & Co trén duong
Winchester dé ho tranh thti uéng mot chau bia trudc gio dong cita, réi lai xe
dén S& canh sat Silverborne. Ong di doc phé High giita hai ddy cita hang
toi om, bang qua dai twdng niém chién tranh va mét trung tdm mua sam c,
gio da dugc cai tao thanh ngan hang.

Ngoai si banh trréng vé dién tich, trong moi nam qua, danh tiéng duy
nhat Silverborne c6 duwgc la moi lién hé mat thiét véi dién trang Streech
xung quanh vu mat tich cia David Maybury. Theo quan diém ctia Walsh,
viéc Streech thém mot 1an nita trd thanh trung tdm chi y cia canh sat tuyét
déi khong phai ngdu nhién. Sét ching thé danh hai 1an mot chd. Ong huyt
sdo van vo va bang qua ctra truGc.

Bob Rogers dang ngoi tac sau quay. Anh ngang 1én khi Walsh buéc vao.
“Chao sép. ”

“Bob.”

“Co tin anh vtra tim thay Maybury.”

Walsh chong mét tay 1én ban. “Toi sé khong xem thuwdng bat c diéu gi
dau,” 6ng gam gt. “Thang con hoang do6 da lan trén téi suét muwdi nam. To6i
c6 thé doi thém hai muoi tw gio nita trwedc khi bat champagne uéng mirng.
Co tin g1 tw Webster chwra?”

Rogers lac dau.

“T6i nay ban ha?”

“Cling khong ban lam.”

“Thé thi gitp toi viéc nay. Lap cho t6i danh sach tat cd nhitng nguwdi, dan
ong ciling nhu dan ba, dugc thong bao mat tich trong khu vic cia ching ta
trong vong sau thang trd lai day. Toi dgi trong van phong nhé.”

Walsh di lén tang, tiéng budc chan vang vong gitta hanh lang vang lang.
Ong thich noi nay vé dém, tréng trai, im lim, khong c6 chuéng dién thoai
hay tiéng tdn chuyén huyén thuyén ngoai ctta lam gian doan suy nghi. Ong
vao phong va bat den. Giang sinh hai nam trudc, vg 6ng da mua tang ong
mot birc tranh dé ghi lai chit dau dn ca nhan 1én nhitng bivc twong trang dm
dam noi day. N6 dugc treo trén birc twong doi dién cita, nhu chao mirng
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ong méi 1an budc vao phong. Ong cim ghét né. N6 dai dién cho sé thich
cua vg ong, chit khong phai ctia 6ng: mot dan ngywa den bong dang phi qua
khu ritng nga sic thu: Ong thich nhitng ban in cia Van Gogh v&i mtc gia
twong dwong nhung vg 6ng da cudi vao dé nghi dy. Anh yéu a, ba néi, bat
cl? ai cling mua dwgc moét ban in, chang tha mua ban géc c6 phai hon
khong? Ong tritng mét nhin biéc tranh xinh dep va tw héi, ciing khong phai
lan dau, rang vi sao 6ng lai thay viéc néi khong véi vo minh khoé khan dén
thé.

Ong buéc téi ta dung hd so va do tim van C. Caims, Calaghan, Calvert,
Cambridge, Cattrell. Walsh reo 1én mot tiéng hai long, rit tap ho so khéi
ngin kéo va mang dén bén ban. Ong ma ra, ngdi xuéng ghé, néi 16ng ca vat
ro6i da giay khoi chan.

Tiéu st cia Anne Cattrell trinh bay theo hinh thitc so yéu ly lich, do
canh sat Silverborne thong ké dén thoi diém Maybury mat tich. Phan bo
sung, v6i cac thong tin gan day da dugc thém vao trang cudi. Walsh ty dat
tay 1én mdi va doc. Nhin chung rat dang that vong. Ong nhitng mong tim
thdy ké hd nao dé trén bo giap cta co ta, mot diém yéu dé 6ng dung lam 1gi
thé cho minh. Nhung chang c6 gi. Diém duy nhat dang chu y la chin nam
gan day, cudc doi cb ta tébm gon trén mot trang gidy, trong khi muwoi nam
tredc doé thi ton nhitng vai trang. Tai sao Anne lai ttt b6 mét vi tri day trién
vong nhw thé? Néu & lai London, gid tén tudi c6 ta da sang choéi roi. Trong
chin nam nay, thanh c6ng 16n nhat dwgc ghi nhan la théng tin khui ra tir Bo
Quoc phong, dang tai trén mot to nguyét san, va bi dam phong vién tir cac
hang thong tan qudc gia xau xé. Co ta thu duwgc chit danh tiéng sau vu dé.
Thuce sw Walsh chi biét dén tiéu st ciia Anne bdi c6 ta c6 moi lién hé voi
Maybury ma théi. Néu dinh liu dén vu an thi quang lan dot ng6t kia c6 thé
giai thich dugc. Nhung chi don gian vay sao? Guong mat ong nhan lai.
Liéu c6 ta va hai ngwoi kia c6 hinh thanh moi quan hé truy lac nao do6 vao
ldc ca ba tw do khong? Ong thdy v twéng ay chic chdn dén la dung. Néu
Phoebe Maybury von la ngwoi dong tinh, thi chuyén nay that dé hiéu.
Walsh dang gom tap ho so lai thi Bom Rogers buéc vao.
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“T6i c6 nhitng cai tén cho anh r6i day, va cd mot tach tra niva.”

“To6t 1am.” Walsh cam kich don 14y tach tra. “Bao nhiéu vay?”

Trung si Rogers do lai danh sach. “Nam. Hai ni* va ba nam. Hai d@a con
gai ro rang la bé tron, déu tam tudi vi thanh nién, roi nha sau khi cai va vai
cha me va mat hit luén. Bita bé hon muwoi bon tudi, tén Mary Lucinda
Pheps, con goi la Lucy. Néu anh con nhd, ching ta da t6 chitc tim kiém con
bé, nhung khong phat hién dugc gi.”

“Phai, t6i nhé. Nhin trén anh ot nhw hai mwoi nham tuoi”

“Chinh la n6. Cha me con bé thé th6t né van con trinh, nhung héa ra né
da nao thai tir ciic mudi ba tudi. Pita tré t6i nghiép ay cé 1é gio dang lang
thang trén duong ph6 London.

“Ptta con lai 1a Suzie Miller, mwoi tdm tudi. Lan cudi cung c6 nguoi
trong thay con bé la dau thang Nam, khi di nho chiéc A31 cia mot ga 16n
tudi hon. C6 nhan chitng néi rang, con bé dé rap lén nguwdi ga ta. Cha me
con bé mudn chiing ta coi do la mét vu giét nguwdi, nhung chang cé bang
chitng nao va chiing ta ciing chuwa tim thay xac chét.

“Vé ba nguoi dan ong, mot trong s6 dé c6 kha nang da ty sat, mac du
mot 1an nita, ching ta cling khong tim thay xac. Mot nguwoi da gia va di
lang thang. Con nguwoi thit ba thi bo tron.

“Nguoi dau tién 14 Mohammed Mirahmadi, mot ga trai tré ngudi chau A,
hai mwoi mot tudi, co tién st tram cam, ti'ng nam lan cd ty sat. Bé nha di
ba thang truwdc. Chung ta da nao vét long hoé khai thac da gan d6 nhung
khong thu dugc gi.

“Ong gia kia tén Keith Chapel, tron khéi vién dudng ldo vao giita thang
Ba, dén gio dd gan nam thang va van chwa quay lai. La lung & chd chang
mot ai nhin thdy 6ng ta & bat ct noi dau. Ngudi ta n6i 6ng ta mac mot chiéc
quan hong sang mau.

“Va cudi cung la Daniel Clive Thompson, nam muwoi hai tudi, duwgc vg
bao mat tich khodng chin, mwdi tudn tredc. Thanh tra Staley tién hanh diéu
tra vu do kha triét dé. Cong viéc kinh doanh cta 6ng ta lun bai, khién phan
16n nhan vién 1am vao duwong cung. Staley cho rang 6ng ta da chuoén thang
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dén London. Lan cudi ngwoi ta nhin thady Thompson la khi 6ng ta xudng tau
0 ga Waterloo.” Anh ngudGc len.

“C0 ai trong s6 ho song gan Streech khong?”

“Mot trong ba nguoi dan 6ng. Daniel Thompson. DPia chi: Larkfield, East
Deller. Ngay gan ngdi lang, ding khong nhi?”

“Nhan dang thé nao?”

“Cao 1m70, téc xam, mat van do, vam v&, mac mot bo vest mau nau,
vong nguc 111 centimét, giay nau, c@ 8. Thong tin khac: nhom mau O,
mang seo cat rudt thira, deo ham rang gia, hinh xam trén ca hai cang tay.
Lan cubi trong thdy, 25 thang Nam, & Waterloo. Lan cu6i vg 6ng ta nhin
thdy chong chinh la ngay ba ta tha 6ng chong xuéng ga Winchester. Do la
tat ca nhitng gi t6i c6 & day, nhung Staley c6 lwu mot tap ho so vé ong ta.
Anh c6 can t6i tim vé khong”

“Khong,” Walsh gam Ién gian dit. “D6 1a Maybury.” Ong nhin Bom
Rogers budc ra cira. “Chét tiét! That khong khac gi hom nao quén 6 la y
rang troi muwa. Dé danh sach lai cho t6i. Néu dwa vao do, chac chan cai xac
1a Maybury.” Ong doi dén khi canh ctta déng lai, r6i G rii nhin chdm chim
vao phan mo6 ta vé Daniel Thompson, gwong mat nhw gia thém mudi tudi.
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Sang hom sau, Anne budc vao thw phong gitta ltic McLoughlin ditng bén
ctra sO, u & nhin ra 16i di trdi séi. Khi anh quay lai, c6 nhan thay nhitng
quang tham dwéi mat, minh chitng cia m6t dém mat ngu, ca nhitng vét cao
rau vung vé trén cdm va cd. O anh toat ra thi mui cia gian di¥, cdu ban va
cd mui bia tt* hdm qua. Anh ra hiéu cho c6 ng6i xudng, dgi cd an toa roi
ma&i ngbi vao chd minh dang sau ban. Nhitng hat bui 6ng anh nhay mua
trong anh nang roi thanh luéng ngan cach hai nguwdi ho. Ho nhin nhau véi
vé kho va ra mat.

“T6i sé khong lam mat nhiéu thoi gian cia co6 dau, co Cattrell. Chanh
thanh tra Walsh sé dén day sau va t6i biét 6ng dy c6 vai cau héi danh cho
co6. Con bay gio, toi chi mudn tim hiéu xem moi nguwdi da tim thdy cai xac
nhu thé nao va mot hai van dé lién quan thoi. Ta c6 thé bat dau bang cach
diém qua nhirng sy kién dién ra vao chiéu hom doé, dau tién la sy xuat hién
clia nguwoi lam vuon.”

Anne thuc hién theo yéu cau, vi biét sé chi t6 phi thoi gian néu doi co
rang co da trinh bay nhitng chuyén nay véi ha s Williams. Hét 1an nay dén
lan khac, c6 nguwdc nhin McLoughlin nhwng lai quay di khi anh ta khong
chiu nhin sang ché khac. Anh mit day vé thau suédt, ching t6 anh ta di c6
thém thong tin vé c6. Néu vay thi that mét méi, cd6 tham nghi. HOm qua,
anh ta xem thwong co6, hom nay, anh ta lai nhin c¢6 day thach thitc. Anne
ngan ngam, bat dau chuan bi phong tha.

“Co khong biét nan nhan la ai, khi nao va bang cach nao lai xuat hién &
day. Truéc db, c6 da nhin vao ham trit dong bao gio chwa?”

“Chwa.”
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“Thé vi sao coO lai n6i minh va c6 Goode da don rac khoéi dé sau nam
truec?”

Anne da dugc Diana chuan bi ki cang cho phan nay. “Béi luc ay tra 1oi
nhw thé cé vé 1a mot y hay.” C6 moéc diéu thude 1a khoi tii va cham lwra.
“T6i muodn tiét kiém thoi gian va rac réi cho anh. Anh nén tim kiém nan
nhan va ca ké tinh nghi bén ngoai dy. Moi nguwoi ¢ dién trang nay chang
dinh liu gi dau.”

McLoughlin khéng hé nao ning. “Viéc néi d6i canh sat chwa bao gio la
mot y hay. V&i kinh nghiém ctia 6, c6 nén biét diéu d6 mdi phai.”

“Kinh nghiém cua toi a?” Gigng Anne ngot x0t.

“Néu khong phién, chiing ta sé bé qua mdy tro bat bé cau chit, cé Cattrell
a. Nhu vay sé tiét kiém nhiéu thoi gian.”

“T4t nhién ro6i, theo y anh.” C6 nhe nhang dong y.

Anh ta m@i hgm hinh lam sao!

McLoughlin nhiu may. “Cé n6i déi b&i c6 hiéu tam quan trong cua ham
trit dong cling nhu cia viéc biét né & dau phai khong?”

Co thoang im lang. “Theo t6i hiéu, chinh canh sat cac anh md&i cho rang
nhitng diéu dy la yéu t6 quan trong. Anh phai thuyét phuc t6i dong y vdi
quan diém dé da. Toi lai dong tinh v6i Diana. Rat c6 thé nhiéu nguwoi da
biét vi tri ctia ham trit dong hodc cai xac xuat hién & do chi la tinh co tho6i”

“Chung t6i tim thdy vai bao cao su da qua st dung quanh ham tri* déng.”
McLoughlin bat ngd doi cht dé. “Liéu c6 c6 doan ra ai da bo ching & day
khong?”

Anne cuoi. “Chac, khong phai téi dau. Toi khong dung bao cao su.”

McLoughlin té vé khé chiu. “Da bao gio c6 quan hé vdi ai d6 can dung
bao chwa, c6 Cattrell?”

“Gi co, v6i dan ong a?” Anne cuoi gan. “Chang phai cau d6 qua nhay
cam dé dem ra hoi mot & dong tinh sao?”

McLoughlin siét chat nhitng ngén tay vao hai bén dau g6i, con thinh no
dan xam chiém tam tri. Anh cdm thdy that kinh khing, mat dau nhitc vi
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thiéu nga, miéng hoi rinh. A dan ba ndy méi dang tdm 1am sao, anh tham
nghi. Anh hit sdu vai hoi va tha léng hai tay, cac ngén van run ray. “Co
khong?” anh hai lai.

Anne cham chi quan sat anh. “Khong, chwa tirng,” c6 diém tinh tra 10i.
“Nhw t6i dugce biét, cling khong c6 ai trong nha nay can dén thit dé6 dau.”
CO nhoai nguwoi t6i tredc va buing dau diéu thudéc vao canh gat tan.
McLoughlin ddt hai ban tay vao long.

“Chac c6 c6 thé lam sang t6 thac mac ma ca t6i va chanh thanh tra Walsh
déu khong giai thich dwgce. Ching t6i biét cd va c6 Goode da séng ¢ day
dwgc vai nam. Nhung tai sao ca hai déu chua titng vao ham trit dong vay?”

“Ciling nhu phan 16n ngudi dan London chwa bao gio nhin bén trong toa
thap Big Ben thoi. Nguoi ta thwong khong thich kham pha nhitng tht &
ngay canh minh.”

“C0 c6 biét dén su ton tai ctia né khong?”

“T6i nghi la c6.” Anne suy nghi mot Itc. “Han la vay réi. T6i nhé minh
khong hé ngac nhién khi Fred dé cap dén né.”

“Co biét n6 nam ¢ dau khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé c6 nghi go dat do la gi?”

“T6i chi nhé hoi dau dén day c6 dao quanh khu vueon mot lan. Téi nghi
go dat do la mot go dat.”

McLoughlin ngo viee héi. “Co6 khong thuwdng tan bd sao? Dat ché di dao?
Hodc di cung ban chang han?”

Anne xoay diéu thudc trong tay. “Trong t6i c6 giong nguwdi thich tap thé
duc khong, trung si?”

McLoughlin cham chi nhin c6. “That sy thi cé day. Trong c6 kha thon
gon.”

“T6i an rat it, chi uéng regu manh va rit thuéc nhuw kéo bé. Thé nén chi
can leo dén ntra cau thang la da thd hong hoc r6i.”

“Co khong giup ban cham s6c vuon twgce sao?”
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Anne nhuwdng may. “T6i hau dau lam. T6i khéng thé phan biét noi cic La
Ma va ctic canh moi. Ké c6 biét di chang nita, tdi cling 1ay dau ra thoi gian
ma giup? T6i con cong viéc, phéi lam sudt ca ngay. Ching t6i danh viéc
cham s6c vuon twge cho Phoebe, day la chuyén moén cta co ay.”

McLoughlin nghi dén nhitng chau cay trong phong Anne. Phdi chang c6
lai néi do6i? Nhung vi Chda, tai sao phdai néi doi ca vé chuyén lam vuwon?
Ban tay anh v6 thitc man mé nhitng sgi rau 16m chém trén cam. Dot nhién,
mot con hodng so nhw canh civa chép sap xuodng, pha téi ki trc anh. Anh da
cao rdu chura? Anh nga ¢ dau? Anh da an sang chwa? Anh do dan, dwa mat
nhv muén nhin xuyén qua Anne vao vung t6i phia sau, twa h6 co6 dang &
trong mot chiéu khong gian nam ngoai tam nhin c6 han ctia anh.

Giong c6 nhw vong lai tr mot noi xa x6i. “Anh 6n ch&?”

Ctra chép lai mé ra, McLoughlin thdy nén nao choang vang, nhuwng nhe
nhom. “Vi sao co lai séng & day, co Cattrell?”

“Co 1é cung ly do vi sao anh séng trong nha anh thoi. B&i day la mot noi
dang yeu.”

“Pé khong phaéi cdu tra 16i. Lam sao co c¢6 thé thich nghi véi dién trang
Streech va hai nguwdi phuc vu & day khi 16i song khac nhau dén thé? Khéng
phai doi vdi co, noi nay qua... cao sang quyén quy hay sao?” McLoughlin
ché nhao.

Anne dui tat diéu thudc. “Don gian la t6i khong thé tra 16i cau hoi ay.
Khoéng, thang than ma néi, to6i chang thay c6 gi lién quan.”

“Ai dé nghi cd dén s6ng ¢ day? Co Maybury a?”

“Chang ai hét. Ty t6i dé nghi.”

“Tai sao?”

Co kién nhan lap lai. “Bdi vi, t6i cho rang day la mot noi dang yéu”

“That vé van,” McLoughlin gian di noi.

Anne mim cwoi. “Anh quén mat toi la kiéu nguwdi thé nao roi sao, trung
si. T6i tim thay lac thd & dau thi sé tan hwdng & d6. Con Phoebe thi khong -
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ding hon la khong thé - rdi ngdi nha nay ma dén London dugc, thé nén toi
dén day. Thyc té chi don gian c6 vay.”

Mot quang dai im lang. “Lac thd chang kéo dai lau dau,” McLoughlin
khé néi. Canh ctra chép lai giat dit doi trong dau anh. ‘Lac thi nhw déa anh
tic nd rd, ta tom 1dy, hoa lién da tan. Hay nhu bong tuyét roi xuéng dong
song, trang x0p do roi chdy tan mai mai,”* anh nhu tham réi ca hai lai chim
vao im lang. “Trong trvong hgp cta cd, co6 Cattrell a, cai gia caa lac tha
hinh nhw 1a phdi séng kiéu dao dirc gia. bat day chit. Liéu c6 Maybury cé
dang dé c6 lam thé khong?”

Du bi thoc con dao vao bung, Anne ciing chang thé dau dén hon la nghe
may cau ndi ay. Co noi gian. “DEé t6i tom tat ngan gon cho anh nghe vé géc
ré sdu xa cua cau héi nay nhé. Ai do, co 1€ la Walsh, da néi véi anh rang,
toi la ngwoi theo chi nghia binh quyén, thanh vién caa hiép hdi phan déi vii
khi hat nhan, tirng la dang vién Cong san, va Chda mdgi biét con nhitng thi
rac rwdi nao nita. Va anh, vui mirng khi cdm thdy minh cao quy hon han chi
bdi anh la dan 6ng va thich quan hé v6i nguoi khac gigi, da chép ngay co
h6i dé day nghién va cham chich t6i vé nguyén tac dao ditc. Anh khéng hé
quan tam tdi sy that, McLoughlin a. Van dé duy nhat & day la du anh hay
cai t0i ty man cda anh cé khién long ty trong cua toi bi ton thwong,” co
quat 1én, “thi vi Chua, anh da c6 mot khéi dau té hai roi day.”

McLoughlin nhoai t6i tredc, mat doi mat cd6 qua ban. “Fred va Molly
Phillips la ai?”

Anne khong lwong tredce dugce cau hoi nay, va vién trung si biét diéu do
Anne khong gidu noi tia lo lang 16e 1én trong mat. C6 ng6i xudng ghé, lan
tim mot diéu thuoc khac.

“Ho la quan gia va nguoi lam vuon cho Phoebe.”

“Co Goode néi, c6 la ngudi thu xép cong viéc cho ho ¢ day. Lam sao co
tim duoc ho?”

“Co nguoi gidi thiéu.”

“Qua moi quan hé cong viéc hay chinh tri? Viéc giip pham nhan tai hoa
nhap cong dong cling la mdt trong nhitng s& thich cia c6 a?”
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Me kiép, Anne tham nghi, hoa ra anh ta khong phdi chi c6 vai u thit bap.
“Toi la thanh vién cua mot uy ban dat tru s ¢ London, hoat dong v&i muc
dich tao cong an viéc lam cho cac cyu tu nhan. Toi gap ho ¢ dé.”

Co trong cho vdi vé chién thang, nhwng r6i phai mién cudng cong mot
diém cho McLoughlin khi anh ta khéng thé hién cam xtc gi. “Ho lu6n
duwoc goi la ong ba Phillips a?”

“Khong.”

“Vay tén day du caa ho la gi?”

“T6i nghi anh nén tryc tiép héi ho.”

McLoughlin mét méi 1y tay xoa mat. “Dwong nhién, t6i c6 thé lam thé,
co Cattrell a, nhung diéu do6 chi khién tat ca déu thdy khé xtr théi. Du sao,
bang cach nay hay cach khac, chiing t6i van sé tim ra.”

Nhin qua vai vién trung si ra ngoai ctra s6, Anne doi mat vé phia Phoebe.
Co ay dang tia b6ét nhitng bong héo trén hang hoa hong ven 16i vao. Phoebe
da giti hét cang thang tr dém hom truwdc va gio dang tan hwdng anh ban
mai, mai téc rec do nhw Itra, nhitng ngén tay nhanh nhen cat hoa thoan
thoat. Benson ngoi canh c6, con Hedges nam thd hon hén duwéi béng mot
cdy mot cay do quyén coi coc. Nang chiéu lap lanh trén nhitng vién séi am
ap, du mat troi van chwa ditng béng.

“Jefferson,” Anne noi.

Vi trung si tiép 10i gan nhuw ngay 1ap tirc. “Hai nguwoi ho bi két an nam
nam vi t0i giét ngwoi thué tro, Ian Donaghue.”

Anne gat dau. “Anh biét vi sao ban an lai qua khoan héng thé khong?”

“Co, t6i biét. Donaghue da cudng birc va giét chét dita con trai 12 tudi
nha ho. Ho tim ra han trwéc canh sat va treo c6 han.”

Co gat dau.

“C0 c0 tan thanh viéc tra thu ca nhan khong, co Cattrell?”

“Toi thong cam vai chuyén do.”

McLoughlin dot nhién mim cwoi va trong mot thoang, Anne nghi anh
cling c6 nhan tinh.
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“Vay la cubi cung ching ta cling tim thdy mdét diém twong dong.”
McLoughlin go cay but chi 1én ban. “Vg chong nha Phillips cé hoa thuan
v0i co Maybury khong?”

“Vo cung hoa hgp.” Nhung ngac nhién thay, co lai cwoi khuc khich.
“Fred do6i x¥ v6i c6 dy nhw nguoi trong hoang toc, con Molly thi doi x vdi
co ay nhu rac rwdi. Mot su két hgp khong thé tuyét voi hon.”

“T6i twdng ho sé cam thay biét on chit.”

“Ngugc lai, chinh Phoebe mdi 1a ngudi biét on ho nhiéu hon.”

“Vi sao vay? Co ay cho ho mot mai &m va cong viéc mdi co ma.”

“P6 la theo cdm nhan ctia anh bay gio thoéi. Lic toi chuyén dén vao chin
nam tredc, Phoebe da phdi tw minh cang dang su6t mot nam rong. Co ay bi
tat cd moi ngwoi xa lanh. Khong ai trong lang hay tham chi ¢ Silverborne
bang long dén Streech lam viéc. Phoebe phdi ty xoay x@ vGi viueon tuge va
viéc nha. Noi nay c* nhu mot bai rac vay.” Tam tri c6 chao dao khi dong ki
trc vat 16n dé thoat ra ngoai. C6 nh¢ lai mui khai kham cia nuwéc tiéu. Khap
moi noi. Trén twong, tham, rem ctra. Co sé khong bao gio quén dugc thi
mui kinh tdm do6. “Sy xuat hién ctia Fred va Molly vai thang sau da thay
do6i cudc song cda cb ay.”

McLoughlin nhin quanh thw phong. Anh dam ca phan 16n ndi that & day
déu la do co, ta sach bang go s6i cham khac, go didc thach cao, 10 suéi op
g0, nhung vai thit khac lai mdi tinh, nhw 16p son, bo tan nhiét dwdi cira so,
10 swdi trang men trang vGi 16p kinh doéi, chac chan déu chwa téi mwoi nam.

“Bay gio0 nguwoi dan dia phuwong da thay doéi thai do v6i co6 Maybury
chua?”

Anne nhin theo anh mat anh. “Chwa hé. Ho van khong chiu lam bat ¢t
viéc gi cho c6 ay.” Co6 gat tan thuoc. “Phoebe da c6 gang nhiéu lan nhung
khong thanh. Hét cach vai Silverborne r6i. Co6 ay da thir sitc ¢ nhitng noi xa
hon nhw Winchester va Southampton, nhung két qua van vay. Dién trang
Streech qua tai tiéng, trung si a. Viéc do anh cling thira biét roi, phai
khong?” C6 mim cwdi cay doc. “Tat ca cw xi nhw thé sé bi giét ngay khi
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vira dat chan dén noi nay. Va cé vé sau phat hién nho nhé hém qua, moi
nguoi sé lai cang tin nhw thé.”

McLoughlin hat dau vé phia ctra s6. “Ai la ngwoi lap 10 suwdi trung tam
va 16p kinh d6i? Fred a?”

“Phoebe.”

Trung si bat cuoi thich thu. “Oi, lay Chua! Coi nao, toi biét c6 dang
muén ngam chitng minh phu nit la-tat-cd va lam-dwgc-tat-ca, nhung t6i
khong thé chap nhan y twéng d6.” Anh ditng day va di thang vé phia ctra
s0. “C6 c6 biét 16p kinh nay nang bao nhiéu khong?” Anh gé vao mét 6
kinh va vo tinh khién Phoebe & bén ngoai chi y. Cé t6 mo nhin anh mét
lic, khi thdy anh quay di, c6 lai tiép tuc vdi cong viéc lam vuon. “Co
Maybury khong thé nang ndi né, chit dirng n6i dén dwa 1én khung mot cach
cong phu thé nay. Can it nhat la hai, néu khong phai ba, nguwdi dan 6ng.”

“Hodc ba nguwoi phu nit,” Anne khng mdy may bién sac trwdc con cau
gian cua trung si. “Chung t6i cung lam. Suy cho cung chuing t6i c6 tan nam
nguoi, cudi tuan thi tham chi co tdi tdm nguwoi.”

“Tam?” Trung si thac mac. “T6i twdng chi cé hai dira tré.”

“Ba. Con Elizabeth, con cta Diana nira.”

McLoughlin lay tay cao qua mai t6c, tao thanh mot chém sam mau nhon
hodc huwéng 1én tran nha. “Co 4y chwa bao gio dé cap dén con cai,” anh
chua chét noi, tw hoi liéu con diéu gi ngac nhién nhw thé ma minh chwa biét
hay khong.

“C6 thé do anh khong héi.”

McLoughlin phét 16 nhan xét nay. “Cé bao cling chinh c6 Maybury lap
10 swédi trung tam. Bang cach nao thé?”

“Co6 18 cling giong cach cac thg sita 6ng nwdc lam thoi. T6i nhé co ay
chudng cac 6ng hoi nén & day day bui nhui thép, chat nung nong kim loai
va dung cu han. Ciling c6 vo s6 ong dong cac loai, dai 15 dén 20 milimét.
Co ay thué mot chiéc mdy trong vai tuan dé udn, tao 6ng hinh chit S va bé
cac goc vuong. Toi da c6 mot bai bao kha hay vé dé tai phu nit va viéc ty
lam nhitng th twong tw.”
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McLoughlin lac dau. “Ai chi cho c6 ay cach lam? Ai la ngwdi n6i ching
dén 10 hoi?”

“Phoebe chit ai.” Anne t6 ra thich tha treéc biéu cam cta anh. “Cé ay
mugn mot cudn sach @ thw vién. Trong d6 c6 hudng dan cach lam.”

Andy McLoughlin hoai nghi ra mat. Theo kinh nghiém cua anh, don
gian la khong thé ton tai m6t nguwdi phu nit c6 thé ghép hé thong 6ng noi
cho 10 swdi trung tam. Me anh la ngwdi khang khang gitt nhitng tw twéng co
16 rang, vi tri cia ngwdi phu nit 1a & trong bép dé don dep, lau chui va niu
an. Tham chi, ba con tr ch6i hoc nhitng viéc nhw thay phich cam, vi nhat
nhat cho rang dé la cong viéc cia dan 6ng. Vo anh thi ngwoc lai. Véi tw
twong hién dai, cd da ng tuyén vi tri thw ki thoi vu va tw goi minh la nguoi
phu nit ctia cong viéc. Thue t€, o6 chi ngoi do giét thoi gian, son méng tay,
nghich téc, va than thé khong ngét vé sw chan chwong, nhung lai chang
lam gi dé thay doi n6. Co tich liiy nang lwong va chi dem ra st dung khi
chong tré vé nha, gidi phong ching qua nhitng con thinh nd. Pau tién, c6
budc t6i anh ham mé cong viéc nén bé bé vo, roi anh khong dé tam dén veé
ngoai cua vg, va ca su bat tai vi khong thé tré thanh tru cot dang nguwong
mo ma c6 vg am wong cua anh luén doi hoi. Trd tréu & cho, lic dau, anh bi
c6 thu hit chinh bégi anh da phat ngdy tw twéng phu nit gan lién vdi bép nic
cia me minh, mdc du trong hai ngudi ho, me anh hiéu biét hon nhiéu. Anh
lang tranh cd hai méi quan hé va y thitc rd rang rang, nguyén nhan khong
phai do nhitng thiéu soét tir phia minh, ma la ttr phia ho. Anh tim kiém sy
binh dang nhung chi nhan vé sy 1€ thudc dén buc boi.

“Co dy con lam nhitng gi nita?” Anh coc 16c hoi va nhin 16p son twong
hoan hdo. “Trang tri a?”

“Khong, phan 16n 1a nhd Diana, du tat ca ching téi déu gitp mét tay. Di
cling ddm nhiém viéc boc ghé va treo rém ctta. Phoebe lam gi nita nhi.”
Anne tram ngdm mot lic. “Co ay mac lai hé thong day dién, xay thém hai
phong tam va lap ctta ngan cach gitta hai chai nha véi nha chinh. Hién tai,
c6 dy va Fred dang no lyc dé dai tu phan mai.” Cam nhan duwgc sy hoai
nghi cua trung si, c6 nhtn vai. “Phoebe chang c6 chitng minh bat c diéu
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gi. Ca viéc toi ké vé may chuyén nay vdi anh cling vay. Phoebe chi lam
viéc nhw moi nguwdi va ty thich nghi v6i hoan canh thoi. Co dy la mdot chién
binh ngoan cwdong, khong phai kiéu nguwdi dau hang s6 phan dau.”

McLoughlin nghi dén hoan canh cta chinh anh. C6 don khién anh sg¢ hai.

“C0 va c6 Goode c6 lo lang vé tinh trang tam ly ctia c6 Maybury sau
muoi hai thang song mot minh trong can nha nay khong? D6 c6 phai 1y do
thue sw khién c6 chuyén dén day khong?”

Anne ty nhu, liéu thyc té c6 thé phan anh noi bao nhiéu phan sy that
day? Tra 10i “Pung” cho cau héi kiéu nay vdi mot ngwoi dan 6ng nhw
McLoughlin thi c6 khac nao phan boi Phoebe. Nang lyc thdu hiéu cta anh
ta bi thanh kién che 1ap mat roi. “Khéng, trung si,” c6 dap. “Diana va t6i
chwa bao gio lo lang vé tinh trang tdm ly ctia Phoebe. Pon ctt, ¢6 dy con
vitng vang hon anh nhiéu.”

Do6i mat anh nhiu lai. “Co 1a bac si tam ly ddy a, c6 Cattrell?”

“Ctt coi nhu thé di, Anne nhoai ngudi tdi trwdc, lanh lung quan sat “T6i
c6 thé lap titc nhan ra nhitng nguwdi mac chitng nghién regu.”

McLoughlin vung tay ra, bop nghet c6 Anne, toc do0 nhanh dén kinh
ngac, roi tan nhan 16i c6 vé phia minh, nhitng ngén tay bau chat vao da thit.
Con xao dong tirng cam xuc roi boi da ché ngy ly tri anh. Anh bong hon ¢,
néu tuy tién thd bao &p mo6i minh vao méi nguwdi khac cé thé goi 1a hon. Nu
hén 4y ciling la hanh dong bot phat, nhw cai cach anh dot ngdt 16i o lai.
Anh v4i budng tay ra va nhin cham cham vao nhitng han dé trén c6 c6. M6
ho6i lanh wét dam lwng khi anh nhan ra vira ti bién minh thanh ké dé ton
thwong dén nhuwong nao. “To6i khong biét tai sao t6i lai lam thé,” anh ndi.
“Xin 16i c6.” Nhung anh biét, néu xdy ra tinh huéng twong tu, c6 1é anh van
lam thé thoi. Cudi cung, anh cling cé cam giac tra dugc thu.

Anne chui nwéc miéng cia anh khoi miéng va kéo cao c6 do cao lén.
“Anh c6 muon haéi toéi gi nita khong?” C6 noéi nhu thé chang c6 chuyén gi
xay ra.

Trung si lac dau. “Hién tai thi khong.” Anh nhin c6 ditng day. “Co c6 thé
t0 cdo toi vi hanh dong dé, c6 Cattrell.”
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“Puong nhién.”
“T6i khong biét tai sao toi lai lam thé,” anh lap lai.
“T6i thi biét,” c6 néi. “Bdi anh 1a mot thang khon can ba thiéu thon tinh

»

cam.
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Trung si Nick Robinson nguéc 1én, cam thdy that nhe nhom khi chi phai
kiém tra hai ngo6i nha nita trtéc khi dén quan rwgu. Ngay bén phdéi anh la
ngon doi gan cong dién trang Streech. Phia sau, cach anh vai dam la
Winchester. Bitc twong gach tredc mdt bao quanh swon phia Nam cta dién
trang, tiép giap con duwong dan tdi East Deller. Anh kiém tra dong ho. Con
muoi phit nita m@i dén gio mé clra quan rugu va lam mét ly. Néu cé diéu
gi khién anh cam ghét, thi dé chinh la viéc go ctra ti'ng nha dé hoi han. Anh
nhe chan tién vao 16i di danh cho xe 6 t0 dan t4i nha Clementine va - anh
kiém tra danh sach - nha ba Amy Ledbetter. Anh nhan chuong.

Vai phat sau, cung mot loat am thanh nang né cua khoa chong trom,
canh ctra hé mé. Mot cap mat sang lom lom nhin anh. “Gi day?”

Anh gio thé nganh ra. “Canh sat day, thua ba Ledbetter.”

Tam thé bi mét ban tay veo vo vi viém khdp cam lay va mat hut vao bén
trong. “Xin c dgi & ngoai,” ba néi. “Toi sé goi dién dén s& canh sat va
kiém tra xem c6 dung cau la canh sat khong.”

“Ba ctt ty nhién.” Robinson dwa vao cong vom va cham mét diéu thuoc.
Pay la lan thit ba ngudi ta goi dén s& dé kiém tra vé anh trong vong hai
tiéng. Anh ty hoi khong biét cac cdnh sat mac déong phuc khac c6 gap nhiéu
rac roi nhw anh khong.

Ba phut sau, canh cta m& rong va ba Ledbetter ra hieu moi anh vao
phong khach. Trong ba hgp vé6i cai tudi bay muoi, véi lan da nhan nheo
nhw da thudc va vé ngoai chg-cé-néi-diéu-gi-xang-bay.

Ba tra thé lai cho anh va moi anh ng6i. “C6 gat tan trén ban. Nao, trung
si, toi co thé gitp gi cho cau day?”
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Khong can thiét phai vong vo véi mu doi gia nay, anh nghi. Ba ta khong
giong nguwoi hang xém bé nhd swdt muwét ctia minh. Ba kia bdo méi nghe
tin vé vu giét nguwdi trén ti vi thoi da da khién tim dap lién hoéi roi. “Mot cai
xac dwgc phat hién trong vuon cua dién trang Streech chiéu hom qua,” anh
vao thang van dé. “Chung t6i dang tién hanh lay 161 khai dé xem c6 ai trong
lang biét gi vé viéc nay khong.”

“Qi, khong,” Amy Ledbetter néi. “Toi nghiép Phoebe.”

Robinson nhin ba véi vé thich tha. Pay la kiéu phan tng anh chwa dugc
thay. Nhitng ngudi khac trong lang déu c6 vé hé ha va phi bang.

“Liéu ba c6 ngac nhién khong néu t6i no6i ba 1a nguwdi duy nhat thay cam
thong cho c6 Maybury?” Anh hoi nguoi phu nit gia.

Ba biu méi t6 vé ghé tdm. “Duwong nhién la khong roi. Tinh trang thiéu
hiéu biét trong cai cong dong nay méi dang so lam sao. Néu khong phai vi
qua yéu khu vweon nay, téi da chuyén di may nam tredc roi. T6i doan do la
xac cua David?”

“Chung t6i van chwa biét chinh xac.”

“T6i hiéu r6i.” Ba Ledbetter tram tw nhin anh. “Nao, thé thi héi di. Cau
muon biét gi?”

“Ba c6 biét 16 vé c6 Maybury khong?”

“To6i biét con bé tr khi n6 con nhé xiu cho dén bay gio. Gerald
Gallagher, cha ctia Phoebe, 1a ban cii cia chong toi. T6i gap con bé thudong
xuyén hoi n6 con nhé va khi chong t6i van con song.”

“Con bay gio?”

Ba chau may. “Khong, gio thi hiém. La 16i cua t6i.” Ba gio hai ban tay
xuwong xau 1én. “Bénh viéem khép khong khac gi ma quy. Sé thodi mai hon
néu toi & nha hay tho than trong vuon thay vi ra ngoai tham thd va khién
nguoi ta kho chiu. T6i chi n6i dwgce vai cdu vdi con bé vao lan cubi né dén
day tham t6i, va sau d6 khong thdy n6é qua choi nita. Khoang mudi hai
thang ro6i. La 16i cda t6i.” Ba nhac lai.
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Gung cang gia cang cay, anh tham nghi, nhung cé 1é dang tin cdy hon
nhitng ngudi anh tirng no6i chuyén, rat may ké wa tin don nham. “Ba c6 biét
gi vé hai ngudi ban cta c6 ay la c6 Goode va co Cattrell khong?”

“T6i gap may dia dy roi, hoi xwa cling biét kha ro. Phoebe tirng ra hai
dita vé nha. May dira tot bung, thu vi, va ca tinh.”

Robinson doc lai nhitng dong ghi chép trong cudn so6 tay. “Mat trong so
dan lang trng noi...” Anh thoang ngudc len. “Va toi xin doc lai: ‘Ba nguoi
phu ni* d6 rat nguy hiém. Ho titng thi quyén rii may dia con gai trong
lang, tham chi mat lan con c6 ra ré con gai tdi vui vé véi ho.”” Anh lai nhin
1én. “Ba co6 biét gi vé chuyén d6 khong?”

Ba Ledbetter gat sgi téc ra xuéng tran bang ban tay veo vo. “Dilys
Barnes, t6i nghi thé. Co ta sé khong cdm on cdu vi da goi co ta la dan lang
dau. Co ta la di¥a trwdng gia hoc lam sang v6 cung chuéng mat, Iic nao
cling nghi minh la mot trong s chuing t6i.”

Anh t0 mo héi. “Lam sao ba biét?”

“Bai Dilys la con dan ba ngu dan chuyén néi doi. Puwong nhién la do
thiéu gido duc. Cai loai sé lam bat cit diéu gi dé khong bi ngudi khac cuoi
nhao 4y ma. Nha d6 da lam hong cad dam con cai véi may y twéng 16 bich
dién ro cta cha me. Thang con trai dugc dén trwedng cong, va né tré vé nha
vOi bo dang dong mot ti la gidy ndy 1én nhu dia phai voi. Va Emma, dia
con gai,” ba nhan nho, “t6i e raing Emma bé nho tdi nghiép réi cling tré nén
phong ting mat théi. T6i nghi dé la cach con bé phéan &ng lai me né.”

“T6i hiéu roi,” Robinson roi tri.

Ba Ledbetter cudi khiic khich treéc biéu cdm cta anh. “Con bé con may
mua trong khu ritng & dién trang Streech nita kia,” ba gidi thich. “P4y la
dia diém wa thich dé lam chuyén d6.” Ba lai cwdi khic khich khi thay
miéng anh méo xéch xudng. “Mot dém mudn, Emma 1én ra ngoai khu dat
va cau chuyén me né théu dét vao ngay hom sau chinh la thit vé van cau da
duwgc nghe ddy.” Ba lac dau. “Pwong nhién, may chuyén do chi la xang bay,
va chang ai that sy tin cd, nhung ho c@ hon hét thé bédi ho khéng thich
Phoebe. Va ho coi con bé nhw ké thu kinh khung nhéat. R6i day, con bé sé
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cho ho thdy n6 khinh thuwong ho dén thé nao. D6 luén 1a mot sai lam. Du
sao thi, c* hdi Emma di. N6 khong xdu. Néu cau gilt bi mat nhitng gi n6
noi, toi dam chac no sé ké vdi cau sy that.”

Robinson ghi chu lai. “Cam on ba, toi sé lam nhw vay. Ba néi khu ring
la dia diém yéu thich dé... ... may mwa.”

“Pung vay day. Reggie va toi titng dén dé nhiéu lan trwdc khi két hon.
Noi ay tuyét dep vao mua xuan. Rirtng hoa chuéng xanh, cau biét ddy. Rat
dep.”

Robinson t6 ra ngan ngai.

“Chac, chac,” ba Ledbetter diém nhién n6i. “T6i hiéu han cau sé ngac
nhién, nhitng nguoi tré cac cau that sy thiéu hiéu biét vé chuyén tinh duc.
Thoi caa toi hay thoi bay gio thi con nguwdi ta déu chang thé kiém soat noi
ham muén ctia minh dau. Va nhd c6 Marie Stopes* ching t6i cling khong
phai khong duogc bao vé.” Ba mim cwoi. “Khi cau gia nhu toi, chang trai tré
a, cau sé biét ban chat ctia con ngwdi thuwong thay doi rat it. Poi v6i hau hét
chung ta, thi cudc séng chinh la sy theo duo6i lac thu.”

Cha, diéu do thi dang, Robinson tham nghi khi nhé dén vai bia cia minh.
Anh c6 gang kiém ché. “Chung t6i tim thdy vai bao cao su dung réi trong
dién trang, han c6 lién quan dén diéu ba vira néi ba Ledbetter a. Ngoai
Emma Barnes, ba c6 biét liéu con ai khac c6 thé da lam tinh ¢ d6 khong?”

“M0ot cach chinh xdac, thi khong. Poén, thi c6. Néu cau hiva sé to ra lich
su khi tiép can nhitng ngwdi lién quan, toi sé cho cau thém hai cai tén nita.”

Anh gat dau. “T6i hita.”

“Paddy Clarke, chii quan rwou. Ong ta di cu6i mot mu gia cay nghiét
khong hé biét nhu cau tinh duc ctia chong cao dén mitc nao. Ba ta tuwéng
ong chong dat ché di dao sau khi déng ctta quan trong ldc ba ta don dep,
nhung t6i da thady con ché chay lung tung dwdi anh trang thuwong xuyén dén
mitc kh6 ma tin n6éi chuyén ay. T6i nga khong sau lam,” ba b6 sung thém
nhu mot cach giai thich.

“Va nguoi kia?”
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“Eddie Staines, mdt trong so cac ta dién & trang trai Bywater. Thang quy
dep trai, moi thang lai ra ngoai v&i m6t c6 ban gai khac nhau. T6i thay
thang nho 1én do6 vai lan.” Ba hat dau vé phia dién trang.

“Thong tin do rat hitu ich,” anh noi.

“Con gi khac ntra khong?”

“Cd6.” Anh hoi lung tung. “Ba c6 phat hién ra ai la mat khong? Trong sau
thang gan day chang han?” Cau hdi nay dugc ngudi nghe déon nhan vai vé
hirng thu.

Ba Ledbetter khic khich cuwoi. “Hai mwoi nam trude toi cé thé cho cau
mot cau trd 10i thod dang cho cau hoi kiéu nay. Con gio thi khong.” Ba
nhin vai. “C6 qua nhiéu ngudi la, nhat la vao mua he. Khach du lich, khach
vang lai 1ai xe ngang qua va ding chan & quan ruwgu dé an trwa, nhitng
nguwoi dén cam trai & East Deller. C6 vai xe ltu dong con bi mac ket & con
muong nita kia, thwong la nguwoi Phap ho lai xe mdi té lam sao. Hoi Paddy
dy. Ong ta da dung xe Jeep kéo ho 1én. Con tdi, e 1a khong thé gitip duogc
cau roi.”

Ba chac chi? Anh thic giuc. “Nguwoi di bé chang han, ai dé tir vai nam
trueec?”

Ba Ledbetter khit mili thich thii. “Y cau 1a David Maybury ha? Téi chic
chan minh khong nhin thay han ta trong mdy thang vira qua. T6i da bao cao
chuyén do roi. Lan cudi cung toi nhin thady David la mét tuan tredc khi han
bién mat. D6 1a hoi & Winchester, khi t6i van c6 thé 14i xe. Mot hom, toi di
ngang qua khi han mua con gdu Teddy & Woolworths cho Jane. Han 1a mot
ké quai la. Ho6m thi hen ha, hom lai quyén rii quy phai. Bing kiéu chong toi
sé goi la do vo lai, nhung loai dy lai thu hiat phu nit.” Ba thoang im lang.
“DPuong nhién cling c6 mot ké lang thang,” ba nai.

“Ké lang thang nao?”

“Lao ta di ngang qua lang vai tuan trudc. Mot lao gia vui tinh c6 chiéc
mi ni mau nau ngoac sau nguwoi. Lao ta hat bai Molly Malone, t6i nhé la
thé. Kha hay. Héi Paddy ay. T6i dam béo ldo ta c6 dén quan rugu.” Ba mét
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moéi dva dau vao lung ghé. “T6i mét qua. T6i khong thé gitp cau nita dau.
Tw di ra nhé, chang trai tré, va dirng quén dong cong.” Ba nham mat lai.
Trung si mau le ditng day. “Cam on ba vi da danh nhiéu thoi gio cho toi
thé nay, ba Ledbetter.”
Ba da ngay khe khé khi anh nhon chan ra ngoai.

Chanh thanh tra Walsh gac dién thoai va nhin cham cham vao khodng
khong. Thong tin v6 dung tr bac sT Webster that khién 6ng cau tiét.

“Khong thé chitng minh d6 la Maybury, ciing khong thé chitng minh
khong phai han,” 6ng bac si vui vé néi qua dién thoai. “Nhung theo phan
doan chuyén mon cua toi thi khong phai.”

“Tai sao, vi Chua?”

“Qua nhiéu diém khac biét. Dau tién, t6i khong thé so sanh mau tdc,
nhung khong han la hét hi vong dau. T6i da giri vai mau cho mot ngudi ban
von dugc coi la chuyén gia vé nhitng thit nay, nhung anh ciing ditng trong
cho nhiéu qua. Anh ta canh bao t6i mau vat anh ldy dwgc tir cai lwge cua
Maybury c6 thé da bi hu hai roi. Chac chan t6i khong thé 1am gi ndi véi thi
de.”

“Con gi nita khong?”

“Rang. Anh c6 dé y rang cai xac d6 khong cé cai rang nao khong?
Khong nhin thdy mot céi rang ctta hay rang ham nao. Dau hiéu cho thay
nan nhan dung rang gia, nhwng tai hién treong chang c6 gi ca. Trong nhw
thé tht gi d6 hodc ai d6 da thdo ching ra. Con muwdi nam trudc thi
Maybury van du rang, va ho so y té cho thay rang lgi han van twong doi tot,
chi c6 bon moi han théi. Nan nhan lai khac. Nguwoi dé han phdai bi bénh
rang nuwdu rat khung khi€p mdéi dén mirc phai nho bo toan bd rang trong
vong muoi nam nhw thé.”

Walsh suy nghi mot lic. “Ci cho la vi ly do nao dé, han mu6n xoa bo
nhan dang cii thi sao. Han c6 thé ty y nhd bé ma.”
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Webster cudi khung khuc. “Gia thuyét nay nghe cé vé guong gao, du
khong han la khong thé. Nhung vi sao c6 Maybury lai g& bo rang gia cta
han, gia st co ta chinh la ké giét ngwdi? Hon ai hét, c6 ta la ngudi hiéu ro
rang, khong thé nhan dang dugc han nita. Thanh that ma néi, t6i lai nghi
theo hwéng khac. Du ai giét 6ng ban ctia ching ta trong can ham do thi déu
da loai bé hét nhitng gi cé thé chitng minh nan nhan khong phai la
Maybury. Vi dy, tat cd ngén chan va dau ngén tay con lai cia nan nhan déu
bam giap, nhw thé hung thi mu6n ngan ching ta 1ay dau van tay. Nhuwng bat
cl? ai trong nha ay ciing biét, muwdi nam tredc, anh khong thé 1ay noi du chi
mot dau van tay tr do.”

“Cho chét,” Walsh phat byc. “T6i twédng cudi cung da tém duwgc thang
khon d6. Anh chac chit, Jim? Thé nhitng ngén tay bi mat thi sao?”

“Cha, chung da bi mat, nhwng nhin nhw thé ching bi cat bé bang dao rva.
T6i da so sanh chiing vGi ghi chép vé phau thuat cat ngén cua Maybury
nhung khong twong dong. Maybury mat hai dot & ca hai ngén. Con cai xac
cta chung ta thi cac ngoén tay bi cat cut dén tan sat ban tay.”

“Khong chitng minh duwgc dé khong phai Maybury.”

“Pong y, nhung c6 vé giong ai do chi biét han bi mat hai ngén cudi nén
cd gang khién ching ta nghi dé la Maybury hon. No6i that, thoi diém nay,
tham chi t6i con chang dam chac cé yéu to con ngudi can thiép khong nira
co. Suy nghi khac di mot chit, van cé thé dé dang hinh dung mét ham rang
sac nhon da can xé nan nhan theo cach t6i da moé ta. Cit dé y phan eo ma
xem. To6i da quan sat ki vai duwong ranh trén xwong swon va rat khé xac
dinh no la cai gi. Khong thé loai trir kha nang dé la nhitng vét rang.”

“Nhom mau thi sao?”

“Phai, trong treong hop nay thi trung khép day. Péu la O cong, giong
v6i 50% dan s6. N6i dén chuyén mau, anh phéi tim quan 4o ctia nan nhan
di. Cé qua it mau trén dong bun ching ta cao lén tir duwéi san.”

“Tuyét,” Walsh gam lén. “The tin t6t anh mang cho t6i la gi?”

“T6i dang soan bao cdo day, nhung t6i sé tém tat cho anh y chinh truéc.
Pan 6ng, da trang, cao 1m78 cong trit hai centimét, xwong dui hai bén con
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khoé va ro rang da bi v& nén toi sé khong vo doan vé chuyén dé, kho ngwoi
day dan, c6 thé dang dan béo phi, c6 16ng trén nguwc va ba vai, myc xam
bén cang tay phdi cé dau hiéu bién mau, di giay c& s6 8. Khong ré mau toc
la gi nhung c6 18 1a mau ndu toi trede khi ngd xam. Tubi, trén nam muoi.”

“Qi, lay Chtia, Jim. Anh khéng thé néi chinh xac hon dugc a?”

“Khong ton tai khoa hoc chinh xac khi nguoi ta gia di, va vai cai rang co
thé giup ich day. Con phai xem cho ghép n6i cac manh so nita, nhung tudi
khodng gilta nam muoi va sau muoi la phan doan cua toi vao lic nay. Toi
sé lién lac lai, sau khi hoan thanh thém vai viéc & nha.”

“Dugc roi,” Walsh mién cudng néi. “Thoi diém tr vong thi sao?”

“T6i da tham khdo vai y kién vé chuyén nay. Ho déu nhat tri rang, dwa
trén viéc so sanh nén nhiét gitta cai néong mua hé va khong khi am thap
trong ham trit dong - nén lwu y nhiét do trong ham cé thé kha cao néu ma@
ctra. Bong thoi, so sanh gitta viéc chénh l1énh nhiét do nhw thé véi tdéc do
phan huy sau khi ddm dong vat téi xé xac va an thit nan nhan, két hgp cung
kha nang thi thé bi cat xéo bdi tdc nhan con nguwdi, nhung loai triv dau hiéu
hoai t& nghiém trong vi 1ii nhang xanh khong dé tritng vao dé qua nhiéu.
Co diéu, t6i van giti mot s6 mau au trung di dé kiém tra ki hon...”

“Puoc r6i, dugc roi, toi dau co yéu cau duge nghe mot bai gidng sinh
hoc. Nan nhan chét bao 1au r6i?”

“Téam hoac mwoi hai tuan. Néi cach khac, hai dén ba thang, tuy anh thich
cach dién dat nao ciing dugc.”

“To6i khong thich cd hai. Ching qua mo ho. Chénh léch nhitng mot
thang. Anh thich cai nao, tam hay muwoi hai?”

“Co 1€ & khoang gitta, nhung t6i cling khong chac lam.”

“May ra thi diing day,” Walsh git 1én thay 10i chao tam biét. Ong cau
kinh dap dién thoai, roi goi thw ki cia minh qua hé thong lién lac. “Mary,
co co thé thu thap cho t6i tat ca thong tin vé nguwdi dan ong dwgc bao mat
tich khoang hai thang truéc khong? Tén: Daniel Thompson, dia chi: East
Deller. Vu dé do thanh tra Staley phu trdch. Néu cau ta ranh, bdo cau ta
danh cho t6i nam phut, dugc chi?”
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“Da dugc,” co gai dap lai.

Walsh lo dang nhin tap ho so do so vé David Maybury lay ra ti kho lvu
trit h6i sang. Ching da dugc lam mdi va gio dang nam trén ban lam viéc
ctia 6ng nhw 16i hita hen vé mot mua xuan phoi phdgi. “Chét tiét!” Chanh
thanh tra chtri thé.
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10

Puoc triéu tap bang nhitng cudc goi khan, Jonathan Maybury va Elizabeth
Goode tr¢ vé vao dau gio chiéu hom doé trong chiéc Mini dé cli mém cua
Jonathan. Khi cdu 1ai xe qua cong va bang qua diém canh, Elizabeth quay
sang nhin cau, lo lang chau may. “Anh sé khong néi cho ai, diing khng?”

“Noi cho ai cai gi?”

“Anh thtra biét con gi. Hiva véi em di, Jon.”

Cau nhtn vai. “U, nhung anh nghi em dién roi. Tt hon hét 1a gid nén
thanh that.”

“Khong,” c6 gai cwong quyét. “Em biét em dang lam gi.”

Jonathan liéc ra ctra s6, nhin nhitng khém d6 quyén dang do ruc r& doc
duwong xe chay. “Anh khong chac em biét r6 minh dang lam gi. Theo anh
thay thi mitc do hoang twéng gitta me em va em ciing chang khac nhau la
mdy. S6m mudn gi em ciing phdi can ddm néi ra thoi, Lizzie a.”

“Pirng c6 ngoc thé,” co gai nat no.

Jonathan lai cham lai khi dwong vong cung trdi soi phia trudc ngdi nha
dan md ra tredc mat. D3 c6 san hai chiéc xe do6 & day. “Hai xe cta canh sat
mac thwong phuc,” cau noéi véi vé hai hwdc cham biém khi 1ai chiéc Mini
do sat canh mot trong hai chiéc xe kia. “Anh hi vong em da san sang cho
nhitng dung cu kep tay.”

“Oi, vi Chda, anh lam on trwéng thanh di dugc khong.” Elizabeth néi
xung, noi au lo va tinh khi that thwong dang dan thang thé. “Roi sé co lic
em san long giét chét anh, Jon a.”
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“Chung t6i tim thay mot doi giay, thwa sép.” Jones dat chiéc tdi nhya trong
sudt xuong dat, canh chan Walsh.

Chanh thanh tra van dang ngo6i dwdi mot goc cdy, bén ria khu rirng bao
quanh ham trit dong. Ong nhoai ngudi ra dé kiém tra thit dung bén trong
tii. Po6i giay da mau nau, chat lwgng tot véi nhitng dom ban 160 mo khéng
déu trén bé mat, do vét bun kho dé lai. Mot bén that ddy giay mau nau, bén
kia lai that ddy mau den. Walsh lat cai tui lai va nhin phan dé.

“Thua vi day,” 6ng noi. “G6t mdi véi dinh tan kim loai. Khé ma tim duwgc
ddu vét gi. Co giay bao nhiéu?”

“C0 8, thua sép.” Jones chi vé phia chiéc giay budc day nau. “Ta c6 thé
xac minh tr cai nay.”

Walsh gat dau. “Bao ngudi cua ciu 1én nha ho tim hiéu c& giay cua Fred
Phillips va Jonathan Maybury, r6i xuéng lang xem Robinson va quan cua
cau ta tién hanh dén dau roi. Néu tat cad da xong xudi, t6i muén ho tr¢ ve
day.”

“Vang thwa sép,” Jones tra 16i v6i vé khong may hao hing.

Walsh ditng day. “T6i sé ¢ lai ham trit dong cung trung si McLoughlin.”

Robinson quay lai quan rwgu khi khach hang cu6i cung vira roi di.

“Xin 16i, anh ban,” chti quan nha nhan néi, chgt nhé ra anh chang kia da
mua mot vai bia tredc do. “Qua mudn r6i, gio khong thé phuc vu cau dugc
ntra.”

Robinson gio thé nganh ra. “Trung si Robinson, thwa ong Clarke. Toi
dang 14y 15i khai quanh lang. Ong 1a ngudi cudi cung t6i ghé tham.”

Paddy Clarke chéng hai khuyu tay 1én quay bar va cuwdi khung khuc.
“Cai xac & dién trang, toi cho la vay. Moi nguwdi don am lén vé chuyén do
vao gid an trra. Toi chang thé cung cap théng tin gi cho cau dwgc dau.”

Nick Robinson ngoi ghé 1én chiéc ghé & quay va mai thudc Paddy treéc
khi 14y méot diéu cho minh. “Ong hin s& ngac nhién ddy. Moi ngudi thudng
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biét nhiéu hon ho twéong.”

Anh danh gia nhanh ngwoi dan 6ng doi dién va quyét dinh quan rwgu la
mot noi ma cach tiép can thang than sé an diém. Paddy to 16n, chat phac
v6i nu cwoi luén thwong tryc trén moi cung doi mat sac sdo. Khong phai
nguoi dé qua mat, Robinson tham nghi. D6i ban tay 6ng ta to nhw tang thit
16n.

“Chung t6i quan tam dén nhitng nguwdi la di ngang qua Streech trong vai
thang qua, ong Clarke a.”

Paddy cwoi ha ha. “Cho t6i cat ngang mot chiat. Toi gap nguwoi la & day
moi ngay, nhitng nguwdi chon duong nay dé trd vé phia Tay, va dirng lai an
trva. Khong gitp dwgc cau roi.”

“T6i hiéu, nhung c6 ngwdi da nhin thdy mot ldo gia lang thang, va nghi
ring ldo ta c6 thé tiing vao day. Ong nhd ra chiit nao khong?”

Paddy liéc nhin anh qua lan khéi thudc. “Buon cwdi that. Chinh toi ciing
suyt quén mat lao ta, nhung gio cau dé cap dén, thi ding la t6i ting gap
mot ong ldo lang thang that. Lao ta n6i minh di bo tir Winchester dén. Nhin
nhu thé mot déng gié rach, ngdi & goc kia kia.” Ong hat ham veé cai géc
canh 10 swédi. “Vg t6i muodn dudi lao di, nhung t6i chang co ly do gi dé lam
thé. Lo ta co tién va cuw xtr 1é do, uéng mot vai vai bia dén tan gio dong
ctra r6i that théu di doc theo bitc twdng cda dién trang. Cau nghi lao ta lién
quan a?”

“Khong han. Chiing t6i méi chi dang do tim cdc manh moi théi. Lic do6
1a khi nao? Ong c6 nhé khong?”

Nguoi dan ong to 16n nghi ngoi trong thoang chéc. “Bay gid bén ngoai
dang muwa ra rich. Han lao ta vao day dé hong ngudi. Vg t6i c6 thé nhé thoi
diém chinh xac. T6i sé hoi ba ay va goi lai cho cau.”

“Ba ay khong co6 & day sao?”

“Pi 1dy hang & dai ly r6i. Ba ay sé s6m vé thoi.”

Nick Robinson kiém tra cudn s6 ghi chép. “To6i dugc biét 6ng cling tirng
gitup do vai doan khach bi mac ket.”
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“Khodng hai 1an mot nam, khi Ii ngoc do thich di dwong tat. K€ cling tot
cho viéc kinh doanh. Ho thuwdng cam thdy biét on nén ghé qua day va an
uong.” Ong ra hiéu vé phia ctra s6. “D6 1a 16i ctia hdi dong. Ho cim cai
bién hiéu chét tiét cho khu cam trai East Deller trén dinh d6i. To6i da phan
nan nhung chang ai chiu dé y ca.”

“Thé 6ng c6 an twong gi vé nhitng nguoi dwgc citu ho khong? Bat ci
diém bat thuwong nao?”

“Mot ga lun nguoi Bic cut mot chan di véi ba vo nhin nhue Raquel
Welch*. Nhuw thé 1a bat thwong véi toi r6i.”

Nick Robinson mim cudi ghi chép. “Khong hé bat thuong.”

“Cau cling khong hoi gi nhiéu nita diing khong?”

“Tuy thudc vao 6ng.” Bat giac, vién canh sat ha thap giong. “Con ai khac
& day khong?”

Do6i mat Paddy hoi nheo lai. “Khong. Dé lam gi vay?”

“M0ot cudc tro chuyén riéng tw, thwa ong, toét hon hét la khong nén co
nguoi nghe trdm,” Robinson li€c d6i ban tay to 16n.

Paddy gi dau thu6c dang chdy vao gat tan bang nhitng ngén tay to nhw
chiéc xuc xich. “Tiép di.” Tong giong cua 6ng c6 vé khong chao dén lam.

“Céi xac dwoc tim thdy trong ham trit déng & dien trang. Ong c6 biét cai
ham do6 khong?”

“T6i biét c6 mdt cai ham. Nhung khong 1o vi tri cu thé.”

“Ai noi cho 6ng?”

“C6 thé la ké cho t6i biét c6 mot cay soi hai tram tudi trong ritng,” Paddy
nhin vai. “Tw t0 roi cia David Maybury. T6i khéng chac lam.”

“T0 roi nao vay?”

“T6i c6 mot ban in ¢ dau do. David ndy ra y twong ltva loc dam khach du
lich, mu6n bién dién trang thanh mot Stourhead* khac. Han vé ban d6 cta
khu dat véi doan gidi thiéu ngan gon vé lich st cia ngoi nha va in ra hang
tram ban. Phi c6ng vo ich. Han dau chiu bé tién quang ba, nén chang cé
thang dién nao biét dén dién trang Streech cd.” Paddy khit miii nhao bang.
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“Thang khon dan don. Han la mot tén ban tién, lic nao cling mong nhan vé
mién phi.”

Do6i mit Robinson sang 1én hitng thid. “Ong c6 biét ngwdi nao khac con
gilt to roi dé khong?”

“Chung ta dang néi dén chuyén tr muwdi hai hay muwdi ba nam truwdce,
trung si a. Theo t6i con nh@, David phét cho bat cit ai c6 thé dwa ching cho
khach du lich. Phaéi thtt nhitng cdch md&i mé, han bdo thé. T6i chang biét
liéu con ai giit khong nita.”

“Ong c6 thé tim ban cia 6ng khong?”

Nguoi dan 6ng 16 vé ludng ly. “Chia méi biét gio né dang & dau, dé t6i
tim xem. C6 thé vog t6i biét.”

“Cam on. C6 vé ong biét Maybury kha rd.”

“Cling chi dén vay thoi.”

“Maybury la kiéu ngudi thé nao? Xuat than cia anh ta ra sao?”

Paddy nhin cham cham 1én tran nha, nhw dang gép nhdt lai ki tc. “Tang
16p trung lwu kha gia, cé thé n6i nhue vay. Han la con trai mot thiéu ta quan
doi da hi sinh trong chién tranh. T6i nghi David cling chang biét nhiéu vé
cha minh, nhung dai ta Gallagher thi hiéu r6. Han d6 chinh la ly do khién
ong dy chap thuan cudc hon nhan cia Phoebe, 6ng ay twdng thang con cling
giong cha nd.” Moi 6ng cong lén thanh mot nu cwdi mia mai. “Khé lam.
David la mot thang khon ttr trong ra ngoai. Nguwoi ta don rang, khi me han
chét va han phai lwa chon hoac la di téi dam tang, hodc la téi giai dua ngua
Derby, hdan da chon Derby chi béi sé c6 co hdi cudi con ngwa yéu thich.”

“Ong c6 vé khong thich Maybury?”

Paddy nhan thém mot diéu thuoc khéac. “Han la d6 can ba, thich thu véi
cam giac dwgc dim nguwdi khac xudng, nhung han cung cap rugu gia ré cho
toi va la mot trong nhitng khach sop cua t6i nita. Chi mua bia cho t6i va
hau nhu t6i nao ciing udng & day.” Ong rit mot hoi thudc dai. “Chang c6 ai
nuoi tiéc trede sy bién mat cua han, trir toi. Han bo di ma con no toi hon
tram bang. T6i cling chang quan tdm lam néu khoéng phai da trét ki hop
dong mua ban rwgu véi cong ty chét tiét ctia han.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ong vira bao ‘hdn bo di’. Ong khong nghi anh ta bi giét sao?”

“T6i chang thay cé gi khac biét. Bo di hay bi giét cling nhw nhau. Qua
mot dém, viéc kinh doanh da tang gap do6i. Nho truyén théng, Streech tr@
nén kha ndi tiéng. Bon ngudi co6 s@ thich quai di dirng lai & day dé thuong
thitc dac san dia phwong truedc khi tréo 1én déi va tré mat nhin qua cong
dién trang.” Ong thoang thay cai nhin chan ghét trén gwong mit cia ngudi
canh sat va nhun vai. “T0i la dan kinh doanh. Va gio chuyén twong ty cling
sé xdy ra thoi. Pay chinh la 1y do khién vg t6i lai phai dén dai ly. Tin t6i di,
roi sé c6 mot dam nha bdo téi day vao to6i nay. To6i thay thwong cho nhitng
phu nit khon kho d6. Ho sé chang thé dat chan ra khoi cong ma khong bi
canh san tin bam riét.”

“Ong biét rd vé ho khong?”

Ong ta dot nhién canh giac. “Ciing tuwong d6i.”

“Ong c6 biét gi vé chuyén ho dong tinh khong?”

Paddy Clarke cwoi khung khuc. “Ai da néi chuyén nay vé6i cau thé?”
Ong héi.

“Vai nguoi co dé cap,” Robinson nhad nhan dap. “Vay chuyén nay la bia
dat sao?”

“Pung la thit tam twdng thoi hoac chang khac nao nwdc céng,” Paddy noi
v6i vé ghé tdm. “Ba nguoi phu nit &y chi séng ctung nhau, bao vé nhau, tw
lo chuyén cta ho, nhung nhitng ké ranh no toan théu dét.” Ong lai khit miii
phi bang. “Hai trong s6 ho cé con. Khé ma dong tinh dwgc.”

“Anne Cattrell khong c6 con, va da thira nhan véi mot dong nghiép cta
t0i rang c6 ta dong tinh.”

Paddy cuwdi ra 1én, dén mitc sdc ca khéi thuoe. “Cho ciu biét thém mot
thong tin nhé,” déi mat ong nhoe nhoet nwdc. “Anne cé thé day Flona
Richmond* vai bai hoc vé chuyén lam tinh day. Trdi a, nguwdi tinh cuia c6 ta
c6 khi con nhiéu hon s6 bita t6i cau dwgc an néng sét. Bong nghiép ctia cau
la ngwoi thé nao? Mot thang ngdoc hgm hinh, t6i doan thé. Anne rét thich
bién nhitng ké nhw vay thanh tro hé.”
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Robinson khong mudn di sdu vao cha dé lién quan dén Andy
McLoughlin. “Tai sao lai chang cé ai dé cap dén diéu dé nhi? Chac chan
ngwoi dan ¢ day ciing ki thi chuyén lang cha ngang véi dong tinh nit chit.”

“Bdi co ta kin dao, chit khong lam um lén. Cau c6 bao gio di bay len cra
nha minh khong? Du sao di nita, cling chang c6 ai & dong rac nay dugc co
ta cho vao phong dau.” Ong cay nghiét néi. “Co ta thich dan 6ng vira phai
co tri tué vira phai c6 co bap.”

“Lam sao 0ng biét tat ca nhitng chuyén nay, ong Clarke?”

Paddy cham cham nhin anh. “Khong can quan tdm lam sao t6i biét. Bi
mat, cau da noi thé con gi, va day la bi mat. T6i dang gitp cau hiéu ding
moi chuyén day. Pa c6 du chuyén thoi tha théu dét vé nhitng phu nit dé roi.
Cau sé bao toi ho la mot hoi phu thuy cling nén. Mo tip nay cling dugc
nhiéu nguwdi wa thich, va Fred gia toi nghiép bi vi nhw con ngwa den cta
quy dir vi qua khit tu tdi cia ong ay.”

“Toi sé gitt bi mat,” Robinson ndi sau mot thoang ngap ngung. “Toi
duwgc nghe tir mot s6 nguon tin rang ong biét it nhiéu vé may cai bao cao su
dung r6i ma ching t6i tim thay gan ham trir dong.”

Clarke tréng nhw mudn giét ngwoi. “Nhitng nguén nao?”

“Mot s6 ngudi,” Robinson noi chac nich. “Nhung t6i sé khong tiét 16 vé
ho, cling nhuw khong tiét 16 bat cit diéu gi 6ng vira n6i khi chwa dwgc 6ng
cho phép. Ching t6i tién hanh trong bi mat tuyét déi. Chiing t6i can thong
tin.”

“Quy tha ma bat m¢ théng tin ay di,” Paddy ham ham gi sat mat vao
Robinson. “T6i la chd quan rwgu, chit khong phai 1t canh sat chét giam.
Cau mdi la nguwoi dugce trd lwong. Cau tw di ma lo cong viéc ban thiu cia
cau.”

Muoi nam trong lue lvgng da toi luyén cho Nick Robinson chut gian xado
nhat dinh. Anh nhét bit vao 4o khoac va ditng day. “Dé la quyén cta ong,
thra 6ng. Nhung lic nay, du luan dang chia miii dui vé phia c6 Maybury va
cac ban. Ho c6 vé la nhitng ngwoi duy nhat da am hiéu vé khu dat dé gidu
mot xac chét trong ham trit dong. T6i dam chac, néu chiing t6i khong thu
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thap duwgc thém thong tin, ba ngwdi ho sé bi budc t0i am muwu dan xép an
mang nay.”

Mot khoang lang kéo dai khi nguwoi chii quan dam dam nhin vién canh
sat. Robinson thiy ding ra minh nén ché trach Clarke - néu Amy Ledbetter
néi ding, rang nguwoi dan 6ng nay la mot tén duc rya ¢6 nhu cau tinh duc
qua cao - nhung thay vao dé, anh lai thdy quy mén ong ta. Du 16i s6ng cé
thé nao di chang nita, Clarke van nhin thang vao mat ngwdi doi dién khi néi
chuyén vai ho.

“Chét tiét!” Paddy dot nhién thét 1én, ddm nam tay chac nich 1én ban.
“Ngoi xuong, toi sé 1ay cho cau mét vai bia, nhung néu cau dam hé rang du
chi ntra 161 v6i vo toi thi toi sé treo dai cau 1én cho ma xem.”

Walsh dén ham trit dong cung tii nhwa dwng doi giay, McLoughlin da ding
cho 6ng ¢ 16i vao. “Toi dwgc bao rang 6ng mudn gap to6i, thwa sép.”

Walsh céi 4o khoac, ngoi bét xuéng mat dat hun néng dudi nang, gap
gon chiéc 4o va dat ngay ngan bén canh. “Ngoi xuong di, Andy. T6i can noi
vai 10i kin dao, khong muon dé ai trong nha nghe thay. Sy viéc chét giam
nay ngay cang tr@ nén phitc tap va t6i khong mudn bat ci¢ thong tin nao lot
ra ngoai.” Ong sim soi gwong mit rim ré cia McLoughlin va d6t nhién
cau kinh. “Co chuyén gi v6i cau vay? Trong cau kinh khung qua.”

McLoughlin 1ay vi va dam tién 1é ra khéi tti sau r6i ng6i xudng, cach sép
minh mot quang ngan, c6 tim tw thé thodi mai cho doi chan nhwng bat luc.
“Khong cé gi.” Anh nhin Walsh qua hai mat khép hd. McLoughlin chua
bao gio xac dinh dwgc la minh thich hay ghét 6ng sép. Vi mot 1€, du ban
tinh cdu ban nhung dé6i khi, 6ng ta lai t& té dén bat ngo. Tuy nhién, khong
phai hom nay.

Anh cham chd nhin Walsh va chi thady mot nguwoi dan 6ng binh thuwong,
gdy go, dang to vé ngoan cd bdi ché dé phan quyén tung ho diéu d6. Anh
bong thém dwgc 16i cau chuyén vé cudc tan cong Anne Cattrell ciia minh
sang nay lam moi nhtr chi dé dén doi phan (tng cua Walsh. Liéu ong ta c6
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stia khong? Hay sé can? Han la stia, McLoughlin thich thi dé biu. Hién gio,
kha nang doi mat vdi sw kho chiu ctia Walsh ciing chang kha hon anh dau.
Moi chuyén sé khac, néu c6 ta viét don kién. Va cong ly duwgc thue thi, viéc
gi phdi dén sé dén. Anh tin chac la thé, va chuyén ay khién anh thay nhe
nhom hon la lo lang. Van dé duwgc giai quyét triét dé va dit khoat, triét dé
va dit khoat hon nhiéu néu dé anh ty ditng ra dan xép. Anh tham chi con
tc gian khi co ta khong tat minh.

Walsh tom tat xong ban bao cdo ctia bac si phap y va héi. “Thdy sao?”

Canh ctra chdp ctr lach cach déng mé dién cudng trong dau McLoughlin.
Anh nhin Walsh bang d6i mat trong rong mot lic, roi lac dau. “Bac si bao
c6 kha ning nan nhan da bi cit ngén tay a? Ong ta chic chin chi?”

Walsh gam gir mia mai. “Ong ta ching ddam chéic gi hét. Bao 1a chva du
kinh nghiém ti€p xtc véi cac ti thi bi thu vat an thit. C6 diéu, con chudt
quai thai nao do da chon nhai dang vi tri hai ngon cut cia Maybury.”

“Anh sé phdi budc bang dwgc Webster khang dinh chuyén do.”
McLoughlin tram ngdm dap. “Vu cat ngon tay kia sé tao nén khac biét 16n
ddy.” Canh quay den trang day khiép dam vé thi thé ctia Mussolini*, vdi
do6i chan treo ngwoc vao cot dén sau khi dam déng cuong no lao vao cau xé
bong hién ra trong tam tri anh. Nhitng gwong mat cam phan, gian dit, hung
ton, ha hé vi duoc tra thu. “Khac biét rat 16n,” anh kheé noi.

“Tai sao?”

“Po co veé khong phai la Maybury.”

“Cau cling té hét nhu Webster,” Walsh gam gtr. “Chua chi da nhdy bo
vao két luan. Dé t6i noi cho cau nghe nhé, Andy, cai xac d6 giong xac cta
Maybury hon bét ki ai khac. Khong thé nao c6 chuyén ngdi nha nay lai tinh
cO trd thanh trung tam ctia hai cudc diéu tra riéng ré trong vong mudi nam
qua, ma chac chan phdi 1a, nhw t6i da néi ngay tr ban dau, chinh nguoi vg
da sat hai chong minh.”

“Ngay ca co ta cling khong thé giét han hai lan dugc, sép a. Néu cb ta
lam viéc d6 mwoi nam trudc, thi nan nhan trong ham trir dong khong phai
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la han. Con néu han la ké ndm trong ham tri* dong thi lay Chua, c6 ta that
da man.”

“Tw lam ty chiu thoi,” Walsh lanh lung néi.

“Co lé thé, nhung anh da dé nhitng suy nghi vé Maybury 16n dan thanh
noi am anh roi. Anh dau thé trong cho ca dam ching t6i lan theo nhitng
manh moi sai lam chi dé chitng minh rang minh ding.”

Walsh thoc tay vao 4o khoac dé tim 6ng tau réi tram ngam nhoi thudc.
“T6i c6 linh cdm, Andy a.” Cham Itta va rit mot hoi xong, 6ng tiép. “Ngay
khi nhin thdy déng bay nhay d6 vao ngay hom qua, t6i da biét. Tim ra may
roi, thing khén. Tdi da ty nha v6i ban than thé ddy.” Ong ngang lén va nhin
thang vao mat McLoughlin. “Pwgc roi, dugc r6i, chang trai, toéi khong phai
thang ngdc. T6i khong dinh 16i kéo cau bang dugc chi vi linh cam cua t6i
dau, nhung dén gio, sw that la cai xac chét tiét d6 van chwa dwgc nhén
dang. Ai da 1dy mé quan 4o? B0 rang gia di dau? Vi sao khong c6 dau van
tay nao? 0, ching bi xoa sach roi, va c6 1é ching bi xo4 sach vi do6 la
Maybury hodc vi d6 khong phai Maybury.”

“Thé ching ta bat dau tr dau day? Nhitng nguoi duge thng bao mat tich
a?”

“Pa kiém tra. Du sao, ct tap trung vao noi hat da. Chung ta sé tién hanh
diéu tra rong thém néu can thiét, nhung dwa vao cac bang chitng c6 duoc
dén thoi diém hién tai, nhiéu kha nang chi la nguwdi quanh ving. Duong
nhu ching ta da c6 mot &ng vien. Ten Daniel Thompson nao d6 ¢ East
Deller. M6 ta kha khép va ong ta cling mat tich trong khoadng thoi gian
Webster nghi nan nhan bi giét.” Ong hat ham vé phia d6i giay trong tii
nhya. “Khi bién mat, ong ta di mot doi giay budc day mau nau. Jones tim
thdy thi¢ nay trong rirng cay giap dién trang.”

McLoughlin rit qua ké rang. “Néu ding la caa ong ta, vay c6 ngudi nao
nhan dang dugc ching khong?”

“Ba vg.” Walsh nhin McLoughlin 16ng ngong tim cach ditng day. “Chua
hét,” ong cau kinh quat. “No6i nghe xem, cau tién trién dén dau roi. Ba noi
chuyén véi c6 nang Cattrell chwa? Biét dugc gi khong?”
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McLoughlin biit may ngon c6 bén canh. “Vg chong Phillips c6 ho that la
Jefferson. Cé hai déu bi két &n nam nam tu vi t0i giét ngwoi thué nha la lan
Donaghue. Tén nay da cuwong birc va giét chét con trai ho. Thang bé van
con la mot dwa tré, 12 tudi, dugc sinh ra khi ba me da bon muoi. Cattrell
thu xép cong viéc cho ho & day.” Anh nguwéc lén. “Ho c6 kha nang day, sép
a. Viéc gi da tirng lam mot 1an, thi cting c6 thé lam thém lan nita.”

“Khac nhiéu chi¢. Nhv t6i nhd, ho chang gidu giém gi chuyén hanh quyét
Donaghue, tham chi con ti m@ phién toa gia dinh trwdc mat ban gai han va
treo O han 1én khi han thia nhan. Co ta da tré thanh nhan chitng bién hd cho
ho, dung khong? Lam sao so dugc v6i vu nay.”

“Co e thé,” McLoughlin néi. “Nhuwng ho cling da chitng minh rang minh
c6 kha nang giét nguoi dé tra thu va ho kha gan bé véi co6 Maybury. Chiing
ta khong thé bé qua chuyén do.”

“Cau da lay 1oi khai cia ho chwa?”

McLoughlin nhan nhé. “Mot chut. Toi c6 hoi ba ta sau co Cattrell. Nhw
bat han mé& miéng. Mu gia cau c6.” Anh rit cuon sé ghi chép tir tii so mi ra
va lat gié. “Ba ta da dé 16 mot diéu tbi cho la kha thu vi. Toi da héi ba ta cé
thay hanh phiic khi & day khong. Ba ta bdo, ‘Diéu khac biét duy nhat gitra
mot phao dai va mot nha tu la nhitng canh ctta cua phao dai dugc khoa tw
bén trong.’”

“Thé thi c6 gi thu vi?”

“Anh c6 miéu ta nha minh nhe mot phao dai khong?”

“Thi tudi gia 1an than ma.” Walsh s6t ruot phay tay. “Con gi nita khng?”

“Diana Goode c6 mot c6 con gai tén Elizabeth. Co bé cling thuong tdi
day nghi cu6i tuan moi khi ranh roi. 19 tudi, s& hitu mot can ho ¢ London
do nguwdi cha mua tang, lam nhan vién & mot trong s6 nhitng song bac 16n
nhat man Tay London*. C6 bé c6 chut ngdng cudng, hodc dé la an tugng
cua me co6 bé.”

Walsh 1am bam.

“Phoebe Maybury cé gidy phép st dung sung san,” McLoughlin doc tiép
nhitng ghi chi cia minh. “Co ta c6 thé gidi thich vé may vo dan. Theo
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Fred, c6 mot dan méo hoang quanh quan bén trong va xung quanh dién
trang, van thuwong coi viedn rau nhu toilet nha ching. C6 Maybury da dung
dén khau sting dé doa ching. Nhung Fred néi, sau do, co ta sa da vao s@
thich ay, giong nhu cach dé xa con néong gian vay.”

“Thé co ai biét gi vé may cai bao cao su khong?”

McLoughlin nhwéng mot bén 16ng may vdi vé chua chat. “Khong,” anh
c6 kim nén. “Nhung tat ca déu thich thu trong viéc lam t6i bé mat. Fred
bdo, tredc day ong ta cling tirng cao ra dugc vai cai. T6i cé hoi lai vé qua
trinh phat hién cai xac. Loi khai ctia 6ng ta van vay, khong c6 gi khac biét.”
Anh tom tat lai moi viéc cho Walsh nghe.

Khi Fred dén ham trit dong, canh cita da bi ddam mam x0i che lap hoan
toan. Ong ta tr& vé tim dén pin cing ludi hai dé phét rap bui cay. Ong ta
dinh 1dy xe day ché dong gach di va mudn don quang con dwong. Khi don
xong, ong ta thdy canh cta da hé m& phan nita. Khong dau hiéu nao cho
thdy md&i cé ngudi di qua 16i d6. Tiép theo, 6ng ta phat hién cai xac, va chi
dam ngtrng lai trong thoang chdéc, du dé hat vang canh ctra r6i bé chay.

“Cau co6 hoi ki ong ta khong?”

“T6i héi di héi lai dén ba bon 1an, nhung Fred ciing hét nhw mu vg. Ong
ta tra 10i nhat quan, khong tu nguyén cung cap thong tin. Ong ta chi néi c6
thé va cit nhai di nhai lai. Néu Fred c6 phat bui mam x6i sau khi tim thay
cai xac, ong ta cting khong chiu thtra nhan dau.”

“Cau phan doan thé nao, Andy?”

“Ciling giong anh. Rat c6 kha nang ong ta da phat hién ra v6 so6 bang
chitng cho thay c6 su di lai qua 16i d6 va c6 gang xoa sach moi thit ngay
sau khi thdy cai xac.” McLoughlin liéc nhin dong canh 1a te tua ndm hai
bén ctta vao. “Ong ta da 1am rat tot. Gid thi ching thé biét da c6 bao nhiéu
nguoi di qua day va vao thoi diém nao nita r6i.”

Elizabeth va Jonathan gap dwgc hai ba me va Anne gitta lic ho uéng ca phé
trong phong khach. Benson cung Hedges tinh day, ng6c dau khoéi tdim tham,
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chao dén nhitng ngwdi maéi dén, danh hoi ban tay, co khé 1én chan ho va
han hoan lan qua lan lai. Nguoc lai, ba nguoi phu nit co vé e de. Phoebe
chia mot tay cho con trai. Diana v0 nhe xudng cho bén canh ra hiéu ngoi
xuong. Con Anne gat dau.

Phoebe 1én tiéng truede. “Chao cung. Chuyén di 6n ca chii?”

Jonathan ngoi ghé lén tay vin chiéc ghé ctia Phoebe va cti xudng hon
nhe vao ma me. “On a. Lizzie di thuyét phuc 6ng cht cho em dy nghi mot
budi t6i va dén gap con & bénh vién. Con bé mot tiét hoc chiéu. Dén trwa
thi t&i cao toc M3. Ching con van chwa an gi,” cau thém vao nhu thé chgt
nhd ra.

Diana ding day. “Pé di lay gi d6 cho may dita.”

“Chua can dau a,” Elizabeth tom 1ay tay me va kéo c6 ngoi xudng sofa.
“Cham vai phtt cling c6 sao dau. Ké cho chiing con nghe xem c6 chuyén gi
di. Con c6 hoi Molly vai cau trong bép nhung dwong nhw ba ay khong
muon ké chi tiét. Canh sat da biét cai xac la cda ai chwa? Co thong tin gi vé
dién bién vu an khong?” Co gai budt miéng hoi véi doi mat sang rirc ma
chang buén quan tam dén cdm xtdc ctia nhitng ngwoi xung quanh.

Nhitng cau hoi ctia ¢6 vap phai sy im lang dén bat ngo. Trong vong hai
muoi tw gio' qua, ba ngwdi phu nit nay da vo thirc thiét 1ap trang thai canh
giac cao do. Cau héi nao han ciling cé chua dich va can than trong can nhac
cau tra loi.

Khong mdy ngac nhién, Anne la ngudi 1én tiéng. “Qua that dang sg nhi?
Oc phéan doéan ctia may dita cang lic cang kém di roi day.” Co bing tan
thu6c vao 10 swdi. “C hinh dung xem & nhitng nwéc cé6 ché do canh sat
chuyén ché thi sao. May dita sé chang dam tin ai nita ca.”

Diana nhin ban v&i anh mat biét on. “Cau ndi vdi ching di. Minh khong
biét phdi ndi thé nao trong nhitng tinh huéng kiéu nay. S& treong ctia minh
la may giai thoai thd vi, nhan nha cau chit théi. Khi toan bo sy viéc qua di,
minh sé trau chuot lai, phong dai cho hai hwéc dé tang moi nguwdi mét cau
chuyén mua vui trong bita t6i.” Co6 lac dau. “Nhung khong phai bay gio.
Hién tai, n6 chang buon cwoi gi hét.”
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“Oi, minh khong biét ddy,” Phoebe ngac nhién néi. “Sang nay, minh da
curoi thoa thué khi Molly tom duwgc trung si McLoughlin canh ta bup phé
tang dwdi. Ba dy da dung chdi xua anh ta ra. Tén dan 6ng t6i nghiép trong
vo cung hoang loan. C6 vé anh ta dang c6 tim nha vé sinh.”

Thoang chit bon chon lan trong tiéng cwdi khic khich cta Elizabeth.
“Trong anh ta thé nao a?”

“B0i r6i,” Anne lanh lung néi, tém lay hai bén c6 4o va kéo sat lai. “Nao,
Lizzie, con mudn héi diéu gi nhi? Ho c6 biét cai xac d6 cua ai khéng a?
Khong. Ho c6 noi gi dén dién bién vu an khong w? Khong.” C6 nhoai
nguoi téi trede va gio nhitng ngoén tay 1én dé chi ra tirng diém. “Theo nhw
tat ca chiing ta déu biét, tinh huong hién tai la thé nay.” Mot cach tr ton va
ro rang, co thuat lai chi tiét vé viéc tim ra cai xac va qua trinh di doi né,
kham nghiém ham trit dong va lung suc ca khu dat cung nhitng cau héi diéu
tra cia canh sat. “Di nghi, ti€p theo day sé la mot 1énh kham xét.” Co6 quay
sang Phoebe. “Ciing hgp ly thoi. Ho sé muon dung lwgc chai chdy dé cao
qua cd ng6i nha chit chang dua. Ma, minh khong hiéu sao t6i qua ho khong
lam nhw thé ludn. Minh ¢t thac mac mai, nhuvng minh doan, ho dang doi
két qua kham nghiém ttr thi. Canh sat mudn biét rd ho can tim kiém thi gi.
Xét mot vai khia canh thi nhw thé con khién moi viéc toi té thém.”

Jonathan quay sang me. “Me ndi trén dién thoai 1a ho mu6én héi ching
con, Vé cai gi thé a?”

Phoebe g& kinh xu6ng va dung vat 4o lau mat kinh. “Ho mudn lay tén
ctia bat ¢ nguwdi nao da dwgc cac con chi cho vi tri ham trir dong.” Co6
nguwdc nhin con trai. Cau ty hoi, nhw bao lan trwdc do, rang vi sao me minh
lai deo kinh, trong khi n6 lam me cdu xau di. Khong c6 kinh, Phoebe trong
that xinh dep. H6i con nhd, c6 lan ciu da th nhin qua cdp kinh. Khi phat
hién dé la trong khéng dd, cau cam thay titc twdi nhw bi phan bdi vay.

“Thé con Jane?” Cau héi ngay. “Ho ciling sé hdi em ay a?”

«(y »

“Me khong dwoc dé ho lam thé,” Jonathan voi noi.
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Phoebe nam lay ban tay con trai, ap trong doi tay minh. “Me va hai di
nghi, chiing ta khong thé ngan ndéi ho, cung a, va néu chiung ta c c6 lam
thé thi chi cang khién moi chuyén t6i té hon th6éi. Em con sé c6 mat & nha
vao ngay mai. Anne bao ching ta nén tin twéng con bé.”

Jonathan gian dit ditng bat day. “Di dién r6i, di Anne. Em dy sé huy hoai
ban than va ca me con mat.”

Anne nhin vai. “Ching ta c6 rat it Iva chon, Jonny a.” C6 c6 tinh dung
cai tén hoi nhé cta cdu. “Di nghi, con nén tin twédng em gai minh hon va
cau nguyén di. Thanh that ma néi, do la tat ca nhitng diéu ching ta c6 thé
lam duwgc vao luc nay.”
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11

Céac thong bao choc choc lai duge giti qua, nguwdi cia Walsh tu tap trén bai
c6 tredc ham triv dong dé bao cdo. Gio la lic dm ap nhat trong ngay. Ca
nhom déu vui mirng khi dugce cdi do khodc, ngbi hodac nam dai trén mat dat,
chang khac nao cac thanh vién trong mot gia dinh dang di nghi trén bai
bién. McLoughlin nam ngtra, nhiu may nhin khodng khong nhw mot nguoi
cha lo lang cho lii tré huyén néo & tit phia xa. Khong mang dén nhu cau cda
ai khac ngoai ban than, Robinson dang hanh phuc danh chén mot goi
sandwich, khién bau khong khi giong hét trong budi picnic.

Phia sau ho, nhitng bui mam x6i mdt thdi sum sé nhw tam rém xanh 1ong
lay gio nam im lim chay nhuya giita d6ng ngdn ngang toan canh cdy gay nat
va tan ua duwdi anh mat troi.

Walsh 16i khan tay ra lau mo hoi tran. “Néi xem, cac cau da thu hoach
duwgc nhitng gi nao,” ong gam gt trong khoang khong tinh lang nhw thé vira
nhac mot 1an va bi 16 di. Chan 6ng giang ra, cuon sé ghi chép nam trén mat
dat gifta hai dau g6i. Ong 14t sang mot trang tring. “Giay,” 6ng dung bt
chi ghi lai r6i go nhe vao déi giay nau trong chiéc tdi bén canh. “Ai da lén
ngoi nha r6i?”

“T6i, thrra sép,” mot nguwdi trong doi tim kiém cda Jones 1én tiéng. “Fred
Phillips di giay c& 10 va doi ban chan 6ng ta to be, chiéu ngang phai gan
bang chiéu dai. Ong ta da cdi bot cho to6i xem.” Cau cuoi khung khuc khi
nh¢ lai. “Khung nguoi ong ta to nhw voi, nén ban chan cling to nhv chan
voi vay.” Cau bat gap anh mat cia Walsh va voi cidi nhin doi giay trong ti.
“Khong thé. T6i khong nghi may ngén chan qua kho ay lai nhét vira vao
thi nay. Jonathan Maybury thi di ¢ 9.” Cau nhin lén. “Nhan tién, cau ta va
con gai nha Goode vira vé, thwa sép. Gid hai dita dang & v6i me chiing.”
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Walsh lam bam néi 6ng da biét chuyén dé va ghi nhanh cac con so.
“Pugc roi, Robinson, cau c6 gi?”

Trung si nhét miéng sandwich cudi cung vao miéng va moc tap giay ghi
chép ra. “Thang cap ro6i,” anh thi thao v&i nguoi ké bén.

“La sao?” Walsh lanh lung hoi.

“Xin 16i sép, gié ay ma,” Robinson dap, gid voi may trang gidy. “T6i da
dao tring mot mo vang, thwa sép. Toi sé ghi lai tat ca vao bao cao, nhung
nhitng diém quan trong gom c6: Mot, khu ritng 1a diém ho hen wa thich cta
cac cap doi trong vung, viéc nay dién ra nhiéu nam nay roi. Hai, David
Maybury da phét hang tram to roi, trén d6 cé ban do khu dat va lwgc st noi
nay.” Anh lié€c nhin Walsh. “Han muén thu hat khach du lich va dwa to roi
cho bét c ai trong lang c6 thé phat tan ching.”

“Me kiép,” Walsh cau kinh. “Cau c6 ban sao nao khong?”

“Van chwa c6. Cha quan rugu da ké vdéi t6i vé chuyén do va gio ong ta
dang c6 tim lai. Néu thdy, ong ta sé goi cho t6i.”

“Con gi khac khong?”

“Thit 16i cho toi, sép a, toi vira m@i bat dau ma,” Nick Robinson than
van. “T6i da héi vé nhitng ngwoi la. Vai nguwdi nhé c6 nhin thdy mot ldo gia
lang thang quanh ngodi lang khodng hai dén ba thang tredc nhung t6i khong
thé x4c dinh dwgc moc thoi gian cu thé. Lao ta c6 tién vi da mua vai ly
trong quan rugu.”

“T6i c6 ngay thang day, thwa sép,” Williams hdo hitc chen ngang. “Lao
ta da go ctra hai can ho ¢ khu cw xa dé hoi xin thitc an va tién. Nguwoi dau
tien la mot ba lao tén Hogarth, ba nay cho 1ao mot cai sandwich. Nguoi thw
hai, cd6 Fowler, da du6i 1ao di cung mot trang chti ra vi lao dén vao ding
bita tiéc sinh nhat con trai c6 ta. Ngay 27 thang Nam,” cdu ta n6i not vGi vé
dac thang. “T6i cting c6 mo ta chi tiét nita. Khéng qua kho dé tim ra lao ta
dau. Mi ni cti mau nau, ao khoac xanh, va day la diém mau chét, quan
héng sang mau.”

Trong Walsh c6 vé ho nghi. “Ro rang chang lién quan gi. Pam lang
thang & day vao mua hé nhiéu nhw 14 trén ritng. Ho c¢ dva theo hwéng mat
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troi va di doc cac tuyén duong cé canh dep nhu khach du lich vay. Con gi
nita khong?”

Robinson thoang thdy mot tia cham biém trong mat McLoughlin nhw xéac
nhan nhitng diéu anh dang nghi, rang ong gia nay lai gid chitng nita roi.
Chda cttu r6i linh hon 6ng ta, anh tham nha. C& nhu choi véi mot céi yoyo
vay, phut trdc con vang cao, phiit sau da rét xuong. Néu binh thwdng, han
v6i tat ca nhitng no lwc ban sang, anh da dwgc nhan mot cai vo vai khen
nggi. Nhung tinh hinh nay, mot 10i khich 1€ thoi cling dd may man lam roi.
Anh quay lai v6i cudn so6 ghi chép. “T6i lan theo manh méi dugc cung cap
va da néi chuyén v6i mot trong nhitng ngwdoi st dung cho bao cao su kia,”
anh tiép tuc. “Ong ta dén day vdi ban gai khi thoi tiét con &m ap, thuong
vao khoang 11 gio...”

“Ten,” Walsh quat.

“Xin 16i, thwa sép. T6i da hita sé khong tiét 10 tén 6ng ta trir phi qua can
thiét cho viéc khéi t6, va phai nhan dugc sy cho phép tir nguwdi dé.” Véi
Robinson, 10i de doa sé treo dai anh 1én cua Paddy Clarke chang phai
chuyén dua. Tén dan ong to 16n dé khong dwa ra ly do gi bién minh cho
hanh dong lang cha ctia minh, nhung Robinson ciing doan dwgc it nhiéu khi
thdy ba Clarke dot nhién tré vé ding lic anh roi di. Ba ta to 16n, day da va
doc doan véi nu cuwdi lanh tanh cung doi mat ha khac. Mot nit than dau ran
madc quan. Chua chitng giam, chang ai c6 thé trach Paddy khi muén thi gi
dé mém mai, ngot ngao va phuc tung dé thi thoang 6m ap.

“Tiép di,” Walsh noi.

“T6i da hoi xem Ong ta c6 nhin thay diéu gi bat thwong trén nay trong
vong sau thang qua khong. Ong ta néi nhin thay thi khong, nhung nghe, thi
c6. Theo 6ng ta, binh thwong ¢ day kha im ang, chi cé ti€éng ci hodc tiéng
ché sua tir dang xa, dai loai thé.” Anh soat lai cuén so6. “Co hai lan, vao hai
tuan dau tién caa thang Sau, theo nhu 6ng ta nhé duwgc, 6ng ta va ban gai da
& day... Dé toi trich 10i 6ng ta, thwa sép, ‘Sg dén binh ra quan tride thit am
thanh kinh khung nhat tirng nghe thay trong doi. Nhuw tiéng linh hon gao
kho6c dudi dia nguc’. Lan dau tién, ban gai 6ng ta hoang loan dén mic bo
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chay thuc mang. Ong ta cfing ba chan bén cing chay theo va khi ho ra dén
dwong, nguwoi phu nit bdo rang co ta da bé quén quan 16t & dé.”

Tiéng cuwoi khic khich vang 1én nhv mét lan gié nhe thdi qua bai cé.
Ngay ca Walsh cling mim cudi. “Ho c6 biét la gi khong?”

“Lan thtt hai thi ho da phat hién ra, khi quay lai vao mot tuan sau d6. Am
thanh no tiép dién nhung véi cwdng do thap hon nhiéu. Lan nay, nguoi dan
ong 6m chit 1dy ban gai va bao cb ta ling nghe. Ong ta nghi do 1a tiéng
meéo gdo, c6 thé ca tiéng gam gir nita. Ong ta khong biét chinh xac 4m
thanh phat ra tir dau, chi biét la kha gan.” Anh nhin Walsh. “Ho con dén
nhiéu lan, nhung khong bat gap tinh trang do6 nita.”

McLoughlin cya minh. “C6 mot bay méo hoang trong dién trang,” anh
néi. “banh nhau vi cai xac. Néu diung nhw vay va ngay thang la chinh xac,
bwdc dau, ching ta c6 thé xac dinh mot moc thoi gian cu thé. Nan nhan da
bi giét hai vao tuan cu6i ctia thang Nam hodc tuan dau tién ctia thang Sau.”

“Nhan chitng ctia cdu c6 chac vé ngay thang minh cung cdp khong?”
Walsh hoi Robinson.

“Kha chic. Ong ta sé kiém tra lai v6i co6 ban gai nhung dng ta nhé viéc
d6 dién ra trong khoang thdi gian néng nuc dau thang Sau. Ong ta néi, vao
cd hai lan do, mat dat khé nhw rang, dén mitc hai nguwdi ho khong can 16t gi
bén dwéi dé nam 1én ca.”

Walsh ghi chu vao tap gidy. “Thé théi a?”

“T6i thu dwgc vai thong tin kha mau thuan vé ba nguwdoi phu nit & day.
Phan 16n moi nguwoi déu dong y rang ho c6 quan hé dong tinh va da co
quyén rii cac thiéu nit trong lang. Nhwng c6 hai nguoi - theo quan diém cuda
toi la hai nguwdi khon ngoan hon cé - néi rang nhitng 16i don ay chi la m&
rac rudi ac tam. Mot ba lao khoang bdy, tdm muoi, va biét ho kha ro, con
nguoi kia 12 ngudn tin ban niy cta tdi. Ong ta bdo Anne Cattrell c6 vo s6
nguoi tinh va co ta cé thé day Fiona Richmond vai bai hoc vé viéc lam tinh
nita kia.” Anh rit mot diéu thuéc ra va cham Iira, ro6i liéc nhin McLoughlin
qua lan khéi. “Néu dung la vay, thwa sép, thi n6 sé dwa dén mot goc do méi
dé pha an. Toi ac tinh ai, hay bat ¢t diéu gi ma nguwdi Phap goi. Toi c6 an
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twong rang co ta da co hét sitc dé khién chiing ta nghi minh chi hing tha
v6i phu nit. Tai sao thé? Béi co ta da xi* mot ga tinh nhan ghen tuong va
khong muén ching ta tim ra diém két noi ¢ day.”

“Ké tuon tin cho cau toan néi vé van,” McLoughlin binh luan khong
buon kiéng né. “Moi ngudi déu biét ho dong tinh. Chét tiét, t6i van nhé vai
chuyén cudi vé vu do day nay.” Chuyén rang may ctta hang chuyén ban do
nguoi 1én con nhan dwoc tién tai trg tr ho nita. “Khé ma tin dwgc c6 nang
Cattrell lai bia dat dé ltra chiing ta vé viéc d6. Va néu khong dung, tai sao
ho phai gid vo nhw thé? Ho duwogc 1gi gi chu?”

Walsh nhoi thudc vao tau, giong gay gat. “Van dé cta cau, Andy a, la
cau khai quat hoa qua nhiéu. Thuc t€ ma moi ngudi déu biét chwa chac da
la sy that. Ai cling nghi anh t6i la mét tén khon keo kiét cho dén khi 6ng ay
qua doi va moi nguoi phat hién, ong da tra hai tram bang mot nam trong
suot muwoi lam nam dé tai trg cho viéc an hoc cua vai dita tré da den & chau
Phi.” Ong gat dau khen ngoi Robinson. “C6 18 cau sé tim hiéu dugc it nhiéu
tir d6 day, Nick a. Ca nhan to6i coc thém quan tdm xu hwéng tinh duc cta ho
la gi, va khach quan ma ndéi, t6i thdy ho cling chang buén dém xia nhitng
diéu nguoi ta néi hodc nghi.” Ong tritng mét v6i McLoughlin r6i tram
ngam cham tau. “biéu dé ly gidi vi sao ho chang ban tdm pha nhan hay xac
nhan diéu gi hét. Nhung t6i rat hing thu véi viéc Anne Cattrell da c6 nhoi
vao dau ching ta vu dong tinh ni* ngay khi ching ta budc chan t6i day.
Pong co cua co ta la gi?” Walsh chim vao im lang.

Robinson chd mét lic. “Hay dé t6i thit n6i chuyén véi co ta, thra sép.
Vi ngudi mdi, co ta cé thé sé cdi md hon. Cling cé mat gi dau.”

“T6i sé suy nghi vé viéc d6. Nhitng ngwdi khac cé tin gi khong?”

MGt canh sat gio tay 1én. “Thwa sép, hai nguwdi t6i t¢i héi chuyén ndi,
mot dém, ho da nghe thay tiéng phu nit thon thitc. Nhwng ho khong thé nhé
cach day bao lau nita.”

“Hai nguoi cung nha a?”

“Khong, vay nén t6i ma&i nghi thong tin nay dang dugc nhac t6i. Hai nha
khac nhau. Cé vai can nha ngay trén duong East Deller, gan dién trang. Ca
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hai ngwoi déu nhé da nghe thay tiéng phu nit khéc, nhung ho cho qua vi
nghi chi 1a mot cap d6i dang gian doi nhau. Khong ai nhé chinh xac thoi
diém.”

“Pén gap ho thém lan nita di,” Walsh dot ngot cat ngang. “Ca cau nita,
Williams. Tim hiéu xem lic sy viéc xdy ra, ho c6 dang xem ti vi khong,
chwong trinh phat Iic do la gi, hay ho dang dung bita t6i? Hoac néu ho da
di ngg, thi mudn chirng nao, ho cé tinh giac vi trdi qua néng, hay bén ngoai
dang mwa khong? B4t c diéu gi cho chiing ta manh moi vé thoi gian va
ngay thang. Néu khong phai c6 ta khoc vi vira giét mot nguwdi dan 6ng thi la
béi vira chitng kién canh hin ta bi giét.” Ong loang choang ding day va thu
gom sO sach cung 4o khoac. “McLoughlin, cau di vdi téi. Ching ta sé noi
chuyén v6i ba Thompson. Jones, cau cung doi cua cau thu don ¢ day va
dem moi tht vé s&. Cac cau c6 thé nghi mot tiéng. Sau do, t6i mudn ca doi
quay trd lai day dé ra soat ngdi nha. Cac cau sé tim thay l1énh kham nha cua
toa an trén ban t6i. Cam ching theo.” Ong néi véi Jones roi quay sang Nick
Robinson. “Pugc roi, chang trai, cau sé dén va ti té tro chuyén tinh duc vdi
co Cattrell, nhung dirng dé 16 gi ca. Néu dung c6 ta da ltra phinh chiing ta,
t6i muén lam cho ra 1€.”

“Ctt giao cho t0i, thwa sép.”

Walsh né nu cudi gian xdo hét nhu loai bo sat. “Chi can nhé mot diéu,
Nick a. Trudc day, co ta doi phé v6i dam dac vu dé nhv tré ban tay. Nén
cau cling chang phai dang ghé gém gi dau.”

Cénh ctra md ra sau it phat. Ngwoi xuat hién 1a mot phu nit nhé thé, sau
nao, mac chiéc vay den dai tay va cai cic cao dén c6. D6i mat ba ta u buon
va cai miéng nhan nhim. Mot cdy thanh gia bang vang trén sgi day chuyén
nam gitta bd nguc phang li. Ba ta chi can thém chiéc mii ni va mot cuon
Kinh Thanh dé mé& la c6 thé bién thanh bitc chan dung hoan hdo cua noi
thong kho tan cung roi.

Walsh chia thé nganh ra. “Ba Thompson phai khong?”
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Ba ta gat dau nhung khong buén nhin tam thé.

“Toi la chanh thanh tra Walsh va day la trung si McLoughlin. Chung to6i
c6 thé vao dugc khong? Ching t6i mudn hoi vai cau vé viéc chong ba mat
tich.”

Ba Thompson bam moi lai vé kho sé. “Nhung t6i da noéi v6i canh sat tat
ca nhitng gi toi biét r6i,” ba théu thao, d6i mat ang ang nudc. “Toi khong
muon nghi vé chuyén dé nita.”

Walsh tham than thé trong long. Vo 6ng chac han ciing sé nhw thé, néu
16 c6 chuyén gi xdy dén vdi ong. Khong chiu dung noi, khoc 16c, kich
dong. Ong mim cuwoi than thién. “Ching t6i sé chi phién ba mot chit thoi,”
ong hia.

Bat dac di, ba ta kéo cita rong ra va chi vé phia phong khach. Du la
phong khach, nhung theo McLoughlin cdm nhan thi cach goi nay co vé
khong chinh xac lam. Noi nay sach dén mitc am anh va khong cé bat c thiy
gi thé hién tinh cach hodc dau an ca nhan. Khéng sach, khong doé trang tri,
khong tranh anh, tham chi con khéng cé ca ti vi. Anh ngam so sanh né vdi
can phong sinh dong va day mau sac cia Anne Cattrell. Néu ca tinh cta
chi nhan dwoc thé hién qua cach bai tri phong khach, thi anh cé thé chac
chan vé chuyén ai la ngwoi thi vi hon. S6ng v6i ba Thompson sé gidng nhw
song voi mot cai vo rong.

Ho ngoi trén nhitng chiéc ghé sach bong. Ba Thompson ghé vao mép
sofa, van vo mot chiéc khan ren, choc choc lai cham 1én mat. Walsh rt tau
khoi tdi 4o, li€c quanh can phong nhw thé lic nay méi cé thoi gian chi y
dén no, roi lai cat cai tau di.

“Chong ba dang di gidy c& bao nhiéu?” Ong hoi.

Ba Thompson mé to mat, cham cham nhin vién chanh thanh tra nhw thé
ong vtra dua ra mot 10i dé nghi khiém nha. “T6i khong hiéu,” ba ta thi
tham.

Walsh cang lic cang thay khé chiu. Ciing kho trach Thompson du 6ng ta
c6 bé di that. Nguwdi phu nit nay qua 16 bich. “Chéng ba dang di giay c& bao
nhiéu?” 6ng kién nhan hoi lai.
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“Pang?” Ba chu nha ldp lai. “Pang v? Vay la 6ng da tim thdy chong t6i
roi sao? T6i cit chac mam 6ng dy da mat.” Ba ta dot nhién twoi tan han.
“Ong ay mat tri nhé, phai khong? D6 1a cach giai thich duy nhat. Ong ay s&
chang bao gio roi bo t6i dau, 6ng biét day.”

“Khong, chiing t6i van chwa tim thdy 6ng dy, ba Thompson a,” chanh
thanh tra kién quyét noi. “Nhuwng ba da thong bao rang éng nha mat tich va
ching t6i dang no luc hét sitc dé lan ra dau vét ong ay. Sé giup ich hon
nhiéu néu ching t6i biét cd giay ctia 6ng nha. Ban bdo cdo mat tich néi 6ng
ay di giay cd 8. Co6 dung khong?”

“Tdi khong biét,” ba Thompson lo ding néi. “Ong ay ludn ty di mua
giay.” Ba ta liéc nhin Walsh va bat ngo thay, rut ré nhoén miéng cuoi.

McLoughlin nhoai ngudi t6i trede. “Ba cd thé dwa ching t6i 1én tang
khong, ba Thompson, va ching t6i sé tim dwgc con so chinh xac qua nhitng
do6i giay ong dy bé lai?”

Ba ta co ram nguoi. “T6i khong thé, tdi khong biét cau. Lan trede 1a mot
nit canh sat tré co ma. C6 ay dau? Tai sao c6 ay khong ¢ day?”

Walsh dém nham dén muwoi dé c6 binh tinh lai va chac mam Daniel
Thompson hin phai 1a mot vi thanh. “Hai ngudi két hon bao 1au 16i?” Ong
to mo hoi.

“Ba muoi hai nam,” ba ta thi tham.

Nguwoi dan 6ng do qua that tirng la mot vi thanh, ong nghi. “Vay ba co
thé 1én d6 va mang xudng day mot doi gidy cua 6ng dy khong?” Ong dé
nghi. “Trung si McLoughlin va toi sé ¢ dudi nay cho ba.”

Ba Thompson dong y ngay va roi khoi phong, déng sam ctra lai nhw thé
canh ctra nay bang cach nao dé sé ngan ho cudng birc ba trong phong ngu.
Walsh nhwéng may. “Ba ta can di kiém tra dau 6c.”

McLoughlin tra 16i v6i vé nghiém tic. “Ba ay bi bénh. Cé vé viéc ong
chong mat tich da khién ba dy mat phuong hwéng. Anh khong nghi ching
ta nén giup do ba ay sao?”

Walsh ngam nghi. “Cé phai cha s& & cach day may nha khong? Chung ta
sé dirng lai mot chut trén duwong tré vé dién trang.”
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Ho ngudc 1én khi canh ctra lai mé ra va ba Thompson xuat hién véi mot
do6i giay da den béng ap chat vao ngue. “Cd 8, va hep bé ngang. To6i chua
bao gi® nhan ra ban chan 6ng dy nhé nhin dén thé. Ong 4y dau c6 thap, dng
biét day.”

Bat dic di, Walsh m& va li va 1dy tdi nhya dung doi gidy nu ra. Ong dt
lén long ban tay va dwa cho nguwdi phu nit kiém tra. “DPay c6 phdi la giay
ctia chéng ba khéng, ba Thompson? Ba cé nhé chong ba tirng di doi giay
nao nhw thé nay khéng?”

Ba ta tra 10i dit khoat. “Chac chan 1a khong roi. Chong t6i chang bao gio
nghi t6i chuyén di giay phdi mau nhw thé ca.”

“Nhitng méang trang la do bi dinh bun, ba Thompson a, khong phai da
mau trang. Poi giay nay von chi c6 mau nau.”

“0.” Ba ta tién lai gan hon, ngdm nghia médt lic roi lic dau. “Khong, toi
chwra bao gi nhin thay. Chic chdn khong phai gidy cta Daniel. Ong 4y chi
c6 mot doi giay nau théi, va da di vao cai ngay...” Ba ta ndc khé, va cham
mau khan ren dam nuwdc 1én mat. “... cai ngay 6ng ay bién mat. Mot doi
gidy Y dat tiéen miii nhon. Khong nhw déi nay. Ong dy rat quan tam dén
hinh thire.”

Walsh dat doi giay vao cdp. “Khi khai bdo vé vu mat tich, ba cho biét
thoi gian gan do, ong ay c6 chit lo lang vé chuyén kinh doanh. Chinh xac
thi la gi?”

Ba Thompson tranh xa Walsh nhu thé 6ng vira ¢c6 cham vao ba. “Daniel
sé khong roi bé t6i dau.”

“DPuwong nhién la khong roi, ba Thompson, nhung ap lwc cong viéc
thuwong khién nguoi ta hanh dong bat thuwong. Co 1€ 6ng ay khong thé gidi
quyét cac rac roi nén can thoi gian & mot minh dé ty tim cach vugt qua. Co
phdi y ba la vay khong?”

Nwdc mat lai tudén ra nhw sudi, ba Thompson khoac 1én minh noi tuyét
vong nhw mét chiéc do len da cii son, luén dwgc mang theo tir thoi tho du
va cam thay thoai mai du n6é xau xi. Ba ta ngoi sup xudng sofa. “Viéc lam
dn d6 bé,” ba giai thich. “Ong &y no tien khip noi. Trg 1y cia 6ng dy co

https://thuviensach.vn



gang thu xép nhuwng cac chi ng van tiép tuc goi dién cho t6i. T6i chang thé
lam gi ca. T6i bdo ho 6ng ay chét roi.”

“Lam sao ba biét?” Walsh diu dang hai.

“Ong 4y s& ching bao gi® roi bé t6i dau, mot khi dng ay con séng”.

Walsh nhin McLoughlin va hat dau vé phia ctta. Ho ditng day. “Cam on
vi da danh thoi gian cho ching t6i, thwa ba Thompson. Con mot diéu nita.
Chong ba cé bao gio dén dién trang Streech hay c6 giao dich gi vGi nhitng
nguoi ¢ d6 khong?”

Mobi ba ta bam lai gian dt. “Noi ¢ cua nhitng a4 xau xa?” Walsh gat dau.
Ba Thompson s& 1én cay thanh gid. “Daniel tha vao hang hum con hon dé
t0i 16i cua ho vdy ban tdm hon.” Ba ta hon 1én cay thanh gia va bat dau cai
ctc trén chiéc vay.

“Han roi,” Walsh 1én tiéng vdi vé xau ho. “Chung t6i sé ty ra.”

Andy McLoughlin ding chan noi ctta phong khach va quay lai nhin ba
ta. “Chung t6i sé nhd cha s dén day tham ba, ba Thompson a. N6i chuyén
vdi 6ng ay c6 thé gitup ba vaoi bét phan nao.”

Lang nghe hai vién canh sat trinh bay noéi quan ngai, cha s& 10 r6 vé hoang
mang. “Thanh that ma néi, t6i chang thé lam duwgc gi dau. Tin t6i di, moi
nguoi trong khu nay déu nang lui t6i dé giip do ba Thompson roi. Bac si
va nhan vién xa hoi ciing san long ho trg, nhirng ho déu boé tay néu chinh ba
ay khong dé nghi dugc gitip do vé mat sicc khoé tam than. Ba dy khong
dién, 6ng thay day, khong hé dién, nang Iy tri 6¢ van binh thuwong, chi la bi
tram cam théi. Thyc t€, c6 vé ba ay da d6i mat vGi sy co kha tot la dang
khac.” Yét hau ctia 6ng nho 1én ha xuéng. “Chi khi c6 ngwoi dén tham, dac
biét néu la dan 6ng, ba &y méi hanh dong... ¢... la lung nhu thé. Bac si
dam bao sém mudn ba 4y ciing s& vuot qua dugce théi.” Ong siét hai tay.
“Sw that 1a cd toi va bac si déu khong mudn dén dé nita. Cé vé ba dy dang
dan thé hién chitng cuong tén gido va tinh duc r6i. T6i sé bao vo téi dén, du
chan thanh ma ndi, lan gan day nhat vg t6i gap ba ay ciing chang vui vé gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Ba 4y lu loa rang da nhin thdy t6i trong nha tho va trén nguwoi chi mang moi
giay vG@i tat.” Yét hau ctia 6ng nhw don lén dén tan cam. “Nguwoi phu nit
dang thuwong. Qua la mét bi kich véi ba dy. Cit dé dé. T6i dam bao r6i ba ay
sé chap nhan sy that rang Daniel da bién mat. Chi la van dé thoi gian thoi.
Han phai c6 cach chit. Cit dé dé cho t6i.”

Trung si Robinson nhan chu6ng ctta & phan chai nha ctia Anne va cho doi.
Cénh ctta hé mé& va mot giong noéi vang 1én “Mai vao”. Anh buwdc xudi dén
can phong cudi hanh lang. Anne dang ngoi bén ban, cay bt chi gai trén tai,
mot chan di bot gac 1én ngan kéo dé mé va go nhip theo bai hat Jumping
Jack Flash* phat ra tr chiéc dai. C6 ngudc 1én va vay anh ngoi vao chiéc
ghé trong. “T6i la Anne Cattrell,” c6 noi réi 1ay cay but chi xudng, bat dau
stra 10i mdy trang ban thao. Bai viét Cuc khodi aGm dao - Sv thdt hay tuéng
tuvong dang dugc hoan thién trén nam to A4.

Robinson ng6i xudng va ty gigi thiéu. “Trung si Robinson.”

Anne mim cuwdi. “T6i cé thé gitp gi cho anh?”

Chét tiét, anh tham nghi, c6 ta rat duwgc - con hon ca dwgc. VGi mai toc
den ngan va doi mat to dai, co khién anh nh¢ t&i Audrey Hepburn, trong
khi 161 ké ctia McLoughlin lai khién anh hinh dung ra mot con mu xdu xi di
hgm. “Khong c6 gi,” anh ndi, “chi vai diéu hoi nhay cdm théi.”

“Ct néi di. Toi dé nhac nhw vay liéu c6 anh hwdng khong?”

“Khong. D6 la mot trong nhitng bai yéu thich cta t6i,” Robinson thanh
that trd 10i. “La thé nay, c6 Cattrell a, cd ¢d va phan 16n ngwoi dan trong
lang Streech déu néi rang c6 va cac ban la nhitng nguwdi dong tinh.”

“Tiép di.”

“Thé nhwng, khi t6i nhac dén diéu do6 véi ong Clarke & quan ruwgu sang
nay, 6ng dy da cwoi khung khuc va bao rang c6 chac chan la ngudi di tinh,
du 101 18 ¢6 hoi khac véi cach dién dat cua t6i.”

“Chinh xac thi ong ta da noi nhitng gi?” Anne to mo hoi.
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Anh dé y chiéc gat tan day & trén ban. “Co c6 phién néu t6i hut thudc
khong, co Cattrell?”

C06 moi anh mot diéu. “Ct ty nhién!” va im lang nhin anh cham thuoc.

“Ong 4y bao sd nguoi tinh cia cd con nhiéu hon ca nhitng bita t6i t6i
dwgc an noéng sot,” anh noéi nhanh.

Anne cudi khic khich. “Phai, cai cau sdo rong dé nghe co6 vé giong
Paddy. Thé nén anh mudn biét tdi cé dong tinh khong, va néu khong thi vi
sao tOi lai tao ra an twgng nhu thé, phdi khéng?” Anh gan nhw nghe dugc
tiéng tri 6¢c c6 dang dién cuong hoat dong.

“V1 sao mot nguoi phu nit lai cho nguoi ta 1y do khinh miét minh, trwe phi
la dé danh lac huwéng?” Co chia cdy but chi vé phia anh. “Han anh nghi t6i
da giét mot trong nhitng nguwdi tinh ctia minh va bé han ta thoi rita trong
ham tri* dong.” DA6i ban tay ctia ¢d nho va thanh méanh nhw tay mét diva tré.

“Khong,” Robinson danh bao néi doi. “Thanh that ma néi, cau tra 16i cua
co la gi cting khong may quan trong. Chi la ching t6i thac mac th6i.” Anh
tiép tuc, thit goi chuyén. “Ngoai ra, t6i 1dy dugce nhiéu thong tin chd 6ng
Clarke hon bat ctt ai khac quanh day, va t6i khéng tin 6ng dy néi doi.

“Anh thong minh day,” Anne tan thuéng. “Trong nhitng van dé khong
lién quan dén tinh duc, 6ng ta hiéu biét hon nhiéu so véi tat ca ngwoi dan &
day cong lai.”

“Thé sao?” Anh hai.

“Ba vg co6 ¢ do khi ong ta ndi chuyén véi anh khong?”

Anh lic dau. “Cudc néi chuyén cta chiing t6i rieng tw. Ong dy bao da
chéan ngdy nhitng diéu tha... 0, rac rvdi ma nguwoi ta néi vé ba cd roi.”

“Thoi tha?” Anne tir té thém vao.

“Phai.” Robinson cuwoi toe toét nhu tré con. “Thyc ra, t6i da gap ba
Clarke lic ra vé. Ba dy lam t6i sg vai te.”

Anne cham thu6c. “Ba dy tirng la mot nit tu xinh dep. Sau mot lan gap
nhau trong nha tho, Paddy da tim moi cach tan tinh va thuyét phuc ba ay
pha v& 16i thé v6i Chua. Ba vg chang bao gio tha thit cho chong minh vi
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chuyén dé. Cang c6 tudi, ba dy cang mat dan vé duyén dang va ct phat
twéng lén. Ba dy nghi viéc khong c6 con chinh la sy tritng phat ctia Chia.”

Vé ngac nhién cia Robinson khién Anne thich tht.

“Co ltra t6i dung khong?” Anh khong thé tin noi ba Clarke da tirng xinh
dep.

Do6i mat den ctia Anne sang 1ap lanh. “Sy that ca day.” Co pha khéi thudc
ra khodng khong. “Mudi lam nam trwdc, ba dy da thiéu Paddy trong ngon
Itra &i tinh. Tan ltra gio van con. Thi thoang bung lén khi ba dy quén mat
minh 13 ai, du Paddy khong thé nhin thay. Ong ay chi thiy bé ngoai va quén
mat rang chin phan muoi vé dep ctia ba dy nam an sau bén trong.”

“C0 c0 thé noi thé vé bat ct ai,” Robinson dap.

“Anh cling vay ma.”

Bai Jumping Jack Flash dugc thay bang Mother’s Litter Helper*. Anne
nhip chan theo diéu nhac mai.

Robinson dgi mot lic nhung c¢6 khong noéi tiép. “Thé thong tin 6ng
Clarke noéi vé c6 c6 ding khong, co Cattrell?”

“Vé mat so liéu thi sai, trir phi me anh chang bao gio chuan bi cho anh
mot bita t6i nong s6t, nhuwng nhin chung van kha chinh xac.”

“Thé tai sao c6 lai bao véi trung si McLoughlin rang minh dong tinh?”

Co lai ghi cha bang but chi 1én gidy. “T6i c6 néi dau,” c6 khong budn
ngang lén. “Anh ta chi nghe nhitng gi mudén nghe thoi.”

“Cau ay khong phai nguwdi xau.” Cau no6i chang hé an nhap, va Robinson
tw héi tai sao minh can bdo vé cho McLoughlin co chit. “Gan day cau ay
vlra trai qua vai song gio.”

Anne nhin lén. “Anh ta la ban anh a?”

Robinson nhiin vai. “T6i cho la thé. Cau ay giup do toi, ditng 1én ung ho
toi vai lan. Luc ranh réi, ching t6i cling hay di nhau vdi nhau.”

Anne cadm thdy cau tra 10i cta anh that dang that vong. Ai lai di lang
nghe mot nguwdi dan Ong can tam sy ch®? Phu nit c6 ban bé. Ban 6ng
dwong nhu chi c6 ban nhau ma théi. “Du t6i n6i ra thi cling chang cé gi
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khac biét,” c6 bao anh. “Trong truong hop nay, dau hang dém ching t6i c6
an nam vGi phu nit hay dan ong thi cling dau quan trong gi. Cling c6 thé,”
co6 hwédng cay bt chi vé phia gia sach, “ching t6i 1én givong don gian vi s@
thich doc sach cho nhau nghe lic nga. Khi anh thdo g& dugc vu giét nguoi,
anh sé thay t6i n6i dung thoi.” Co lai cii xudng, tiép tuc cong viéc bién tap.
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Walsh tap hgp cénh sat vé trudc ctra dién trang va chia thanh bn nhom. Ba
nhom tim kiém bén trong dinh thy, nhém thi¢ tw lung suc nhitng chai nha
phu sau bép, nha dé xe, cac nha kinh va tang ham. Robinson buéc ra va
nhap bon vdi ho.

“Chung ta phai tim kiém thi¢ gi vay, thwa sép?” M6t nguwoi hoi. Walsh
dwa vai to danh may cho cac nhom.

“Doc cac diém chinh, r6i dung dén tric giac cta cac cau. Néu c6 ai do &
day lién quan dén ké giét nguwoi, ho sé khong ty nhién ma tang mién phi
bang chitng vé viéc dy cho mady cau dau, nén hdy ludn giit cai dau tinh tdo
va doi mat tinh twong. Biém lai mdt lwot nhé: Mot, nan nhan cia ching ta
chét khoang mudi tuan trede. Hai, 6ng ta bi dam. Ba, quan 4o va bo rang
gid déu bi g bo. Bon, ciling la diém quan trong nhat, va cé thé sé giup
chuing ta tim ra ké xau so nay la ai, kha nang 16n nhat la David Maybury va
Daniel Thompson, trong ddy c6 mé ta vin tit vé ca hai.” Ong nging lai dé
nhitng nguwdi khac doc mo ta. “Tai liéu cung cap chiéu cao, mau téc, va cd
giay, ca hai déu khong may khac biét, nhung hay nhé rang, Maybury da gia
thém mudi tudi so vdi lic duge mo ta trong nay. To6i sé dan dau nhom tim
kiém trong nha Maybury, McLoughlin lo ché c6 Cattrell, Jones chiu trach
nhiém ch6 c6 Goode, va Robinson chi dao nhém & khu virc nha phu phia
sau. Néu ai tim thay gi, thong bao cho to6i ngay lap tic.”

Kha mién cwong, McLoughlin va hai ngudi khac t6i chai nha cia Anne
va nhan chuong. Trang huyén thuyén ctia Nick Robinson vé cudc néi
chuyén véi c6 & chang khac nao coc khoan vao dau anh. “Chac chéan cau da
hiéu sai vé co a roi day, ban than mén a.” Nick thi thao vao tai anh. “Dau
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chi c6 ntra co hdi véi nang, t6i cling sé thit. Ngwdi ta van bao liéu an nhiéu
con gi.”

Pang them chat con, McLoughlin xia nhitng ngon tay citng do vao cai
bung bia ctia tén dan 6ng béo t6t va nghe tiéng Nick thod man ¢ hoi. “R6i
dé ho thoc dao vao swon cau khi thay cau lam tinh dé té ay ha?” Anh khé
rit len.

Robinson ghi diém nhd mdt ci danh tryc tiép, vira thd sadu vira cwoi
khung khuc. “Lam sao t6i biét dwgc. Téi ¢6 bao gid gap rac roi dé dau.”

McLoughlin ¢6 nhé xem c6 lic nao dau anh khong dau, tam tri thong
sudt, va khong cé cdm gidc mudn bénh khong. Dong suy nghi ctia anh c
chao dao dir doi gitta viéc cam ghét Anne khung khiép vi y nghi chac chan
c6 ta chinh la nguwdi ding sau cai xac nham nhd trong ham trit dong, va noi
xau ho dai dang khién mo hoi chdy tran dwdi hai canh tay bat cit khi nao
anh nhé dén hanh dong sang nay ctia minh. Anh siét chdt nam tay cho dén
khi phan khép tréd nén trang béch. “Thé vi sao ¢6 ta lai néi minh dong
tinh?”

Nhin nam tay ngudi dong nghiép vGi anh mat de chirng, Nick Robinson
lui lai m&t hai buwdce. “Co ta néi minh khong hé ty nhan thé. Chap nhan sy
that di, Andy, c0 ta xem cau la mét thang ngéc tw cao tw dai nén mdi bay
tro nhw vay.” Va bay tro quda gioi, Nick tham nghi. Anh quy McLoughlin,
va chang cé 1y do gi dé khong quy cau ta cd, nhung tén nay c ty cho minh
khac biét véi dam dong. Ciling chinh vi thé, viéc bi vg bé méi tréd nén khé
khan véi cau ta nhw vay. Buoén cudi ¢ chd, ca sé canh sat da biét chuyén do
tr 1au, khi Jack Booth ké véi Bob Rogers, nhung ho déu lich sy cho
McLoughlin ty tho 16. C6 diéu, cau ta chang bao gio lam thé. Trong hai
tuan troi, sang nao cau ta ciing dén cho lam vd&i mui regu néng nac cung
may cau chuyén dong dai vé nhitng diéu Kelly da néi hoac lam dém hém
tredc. Tat ca déu biét, long tw tén cua cau ta da bi ton thwong, va diéu dé
cling chang ngan dwgc mdy nang canh sat xép hang nhdy vao dém givong
cta cau ta. Gio moi ngudi déu dat cuge vao cd6 Brownlow. Va véi mot anh
chang béo tron, héi trwdc tudi va ban than cling rat thich Brownlow nhw
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Nick, sw lanh dam ctia Anne v6i McLoughlin chang khac nao mét loai tinh
dau thu gian.

Anne m@ ctta va ra dau cho ho vao trong. McLoughlin 1dy 1énh kham tt
cap tap ra va dua cho c6. Co doc can than, nhin vai r6i tra lai anh. Loi cw
XU cia c6 van vay, nhuw thé chuyén ban sang chwa tirng xay ra.

“Xin mo1i,” c6 hat dau vé phia cau thang nhé dan 1én may can phong cua
minh. “Néu can gi thi tim t6i trong phong khach nhé.” Co trd lai chiéc ban
trong can phong l6n ngap tran anh nang. Bai hat I Cant Get No
Satisfaction* vang lén ron rang.

Phong danh cho khach cua cd chang tiét 10 diéu gi. McLoughlin nghi,
han phong nay da bi bo khéng nhiéu thang, tham chi nhiéu nam nay. C6 vét
16m trén mat trong hai chiéc giwvong don, nhung duwdng nhw la Benson hodc
Hedges da tim thdy m6t noi trd an thodi mai & day chit khong phai c6 ai
hay nam ca. Ho tién vao phong ngu.

“Khong té,” mot vién canh sat tan thudng. “Vg t6i ton ca gia tai cho cac
loai dang ten hong, chat lau trang go va da thit guwong. Gid chang vao noi
cai phong ngua chét tiét ay nita roi. T6i danh cuwgc rang, chi véi nita so tién
dé6 cling du trang tri dugc can phong nhu thé nay.” Anh ta vu6t tay doc theo
mat tredc cua chiéc ta thap bang go soi.

Can phong tao cam giac rong rai vi c6 it do dac: chi mot chiéc ti, mot
chiéc ghé bang liéu gai thanh manh, va mot chiéc giwong doi thap vai
chong goi cung chiéc chan 16ng vit mau luc sam. Tit trong géc phong la ta
am dung quan do. Mot tdm tham trang 16n trai rong nhw vo tan, tdi noi kho
long phan biét noi dau la diém két thic cua tdm tham va diém bat dau cta
van 6p mau trang. Mau sac cta bitc tranh 16n chup can canh nhitng doa hoa
trén nén toi twong phan mot cach hai hoa véi may mang twong trang. Can
phong nhw vira thach thi¢c lai vira xoa diu mat nhin.

“Hai cau tim trong ti di*ng va td quan 4o,” McLoughlin néi. “T6i sé tim
trong phong tam.” Anh vui mirng khi thdy phong tdam mau hong nhat thiét
ké binh thuwong. Chang c6 gi dac biét, ngoai trit hai lo bot cao rau, mot hop
16n 1wGi dao cao mot lan va ba cai ban chai danh rang. Co6 thé coi do la
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nhitng vat bat thuwong trong phong tam ctia mot ngwdi phu nit doc than. Khi
quay ra ctra, anh thoang thay mét ctr dong qua khoé mat. Anh quay phat lai,
tim dap rén lén nhw c6 con gi d6 dang gidy giua va mudn nhdy ra khéi
miéng. Anh gan nhu chang nhan ra n6i ban than khi nhin vao ngudi dan
ong gian di* va rim r6 trong gwong. Anh mé voi nwdc, va lén khap mat, roi
lau kh6 bang mot chiéc khan cé hwong hoa hong. Bau anh dau nhiéc khing
khiép. Anh dang phai dau tranh vé&i chinh ban than va kiét strc tredc no luc
hoa hgp nhitng phan noi tam xung khac. Chuyén véi Kelly chang thé van
hoi dugc nita. Y nghi 4y khién anh ngac nhién. D6 chinh 1a ngudn géc cia
con thinh no suc s6i anh chang thé kiém soat, cling chang thé trit ra ngoai.
N6 da & san trong long anh tir 1au réi. Khi Kelly bo di, né boc phat.

“0 day c6 gi nay, trung si,” ha si Friar néi. Cau ta dang nim trén givong,
twa dau 1én dong goi trong tw thé 16 bich ggi nhd dén bitc Olympia cua
Manet, tay cam mdt cudn s6 nho bia da va cwdi khung khuc. “Chua o1, that
tuc tiu.”

“Xudng di,” McLoughlin hat cam. Anh nhin ciu ta mién cuGng trugt
xuong san. “Cai gi vay?”

“Nhat ki cua co ta. Nghe nhé. ‘Minh khong nhin dugc cuwoi khi nhin
duong vat cuong cirng trede khi phong tinh trong bao cao su. N6 lam minh
nhé vé thoi tho du va céi 1an cha bi nhiém tring. Ong 1am bing tay béng tii
nilon dé tién quan sat bén trong va da goi ca minh lan me dén chitng kién
mot canh kich thich cyc do Iac ngon tay dit lia sau khi bi bop chat qua lau.
Mot dip hay ho.” Chuia oi, bénh hoan qua!” Cau ta dwa cudn so6 ra khoi tam
vOi cia McLoughlin. “Va cai nay ntta, nghe day...” Cau gi¢ mot trang.
““Hom nay Phoebe va Diana khoé than tam nang trén san. Minh c6 thé
ngam ca hai hang gio lién, ho that dep.’” Friar cudi nhan nhé. “Co ta ding
la bénh hoan, nhi? T6i ty héi khong rd hai ngwdi kia cé biét ¢o ta rinh mo
hay khéng.” Cau ta nguwdc 1én va bat ngd tredc biéu cdm chan ghét trén
guong mat McLoughlin. Friar nghi trung si chi dang gia vo ding dan. “T6i
dang doc doan cu6i thang Nam, dau thang Sau,” cau ta n6i. “Anh doc xem
ngay mung 2 va mung 3 thang Sau viét gi.”
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McLoughlin 1at gid may trang gidy. Nhitng dong chit viét tay bang muc
den, ran réi va khong phai Iic nao ciing dé doc.

Anh tim thay ngay thit Bay, mung 2 thang Sau. Anne viét. “Minh nhin
vao ndm mo dy va n6 sé mai mai khién minh khiép sg. Minh mo rang sau
khi chét van nhan thitc duwgc moi thit. Minh lo Ittng don doc trong béng t6i
bao la, khong thé nao néi chuyén hay ctr dong, nhwng van nhan thitc dwoc,”
(tt nay dugc gach chan dén ba lan,) “rang minh da bi ruéng bd, phai ton tai
mai mai nhw thé nay ma thiéu vang tinh yéu va niém hi vong. Minh chi cé
thé khao khat, va nhitng dau dén tir n6i khao khat &y méi khting khiép lam
sao. Dém nay, minh sé dé dén sang. Gid day, bong t6i khién minh s¢ hai.”

Mung 3 thang Sau. “Toi nghiép Di. ‘Chinh nhitng vieéng mac ctia tam tw
khién ching ta hén mat.”* Minh c6 nén néi véi cau ay khong?”

Mung 4 thang Sau. “P. thyc sy 1a mot bi an. Anh ké rang anh an nam véi
nam muoi & dan ba mot nam, va minh tin diéu d6. Thé nhwng, anh van la
ngwoi tinh an can chu ddo nhat. Tai sao lai thé, khi anh cé thé chang coi
phu nit ra gi?”

McLoughlin dong sam cudn nhat ki lai. “Con gi khac khong? Quan ao c6
ta thi sao?” Hai ngwoi dan ong lac dau. “Ching ta sé kham xét phong
khach.”

Anne ngudc 1én khi ho budc vao. Co nhin thady cudn nhat ki trong tay
McLoughlin va ma c6 trng hong. Me kiép, tai sao c0 lai quén béng mat co
chit? “Co6 can thiét khong?” Co6 hoi anh.

“Toi e la co, co Cattrell a.” Ban nhac The Rolling Stones dang choi
nhitng am diéu cu6i cung. Ching vang lén va lang dan vao thinh khong.

“Chang c6 gi trong dé ca,” c6 néi. “Hodc it nhat la chang cé gi trong do
o ich cho cac anh.”

Friar thi tham vao tai dong nghiép, da 16n dé McLoughlin nghe thay.
“Con 1au méi khong c6! Trong do6 chita da thit ho 16n ay chi!”

Friar khong ngd McLoughlin lai dot ngdot bop chat cang tay cau ta.
Nhitng ngén tay ctia anh cam vao phan thit mém, chang khac gi chiéc miii
ctrng nhw sat caa loai ca kiém, dé thoa thué dam, choc, ngoay cho xitng véi
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s hung bao cta chiing. Cau ta da v6 tinh khién McLoughlin nhé vé Jack
Booth.

Cao hon Friar mot cai dau, McLoughlin mim cuwdi nhe nhang nhin xuéng
cap dudi. Anh khe khé ri ram bang giong Scotland dac trung.

“‘Nay cai ngir sinh vat xau xi dang nguyeén rua kia. Ca thanh than va toi
do déu ghé tém, khinh khi. Sao ngwoi dam giam chan 1én nang, thiéu phu
cao quy! Mau cu6n xéo va kiém an trén ké hén khac di.”” Khéng c6 chut
cam xuc nao trén khuén mat tam toi cta anh, nhung nhitng khép ngén tay
trd nén trang béch. “Co nhan ra khéng, Friar?”

Vién ha si c6 gang gidy ra va xoa bép canh tay. Trong cdu ta hoang mang
tot do. “Chiu, trung si a,” ciu ta lam bam vé khé chiu. “T6i khong hiéu mot
tir chét tiét nao hét.” Cau ta quay sang nguoi kia dé cau ctru, nhung Jansen
chi nhin cham cham xudng chan. Cau ta mdi vé Silverborne va Andy
McLoughlin khién cau ta sg phat khiép.

McLoughlin dat cdp tap 1én géc ban cia Anne va m@ no ra. “Trich doan
tir mot bai tho cua Robert Burns,” anh lich su néi v6i Friar. “Tén la ‘Gt
con ran’. Nao, co Cattrell,” anh tiép tuc, huwéng suw chd y sang c6. “Pay la
mot cudc diéu tra 4an mang. Cudn nhat ki nay sé gitp chiing t6i hiéu ro vé
cudc séng cua c6 trong vai thang qua.” Anh xé mot to gidy va dwa cho c6.
Mat anh thoang nhin thang vao mat c6 va nhan ra nét cudi trong do. Mot
con séng am ap chgt noi 1én, vo veé trai tim gia lanh vi don c6i cia anh. Co
ctii xuéng xem xét t& gidy. Anh mét anh bi htt vé phia nhitng lon téc quin
quan mém mai quanh gay co6, hét nhw may dau héi ddo ngwoc cd dat ra cho
anh va chinh ban than minh. Anh muén cham vao chiing.

Mot 1at sau, Anne noéi. “T6i khong ghi nhat ki vé cac hoat dong ctia ban
than. Chi toan suy twdng thoi.” C6 nguwdc 1én va nét cwdi van con trong day
mat. “Ciing chang nhiéu dau, chi nhitng diéu t6i nghi la quan trong. ‘Ta s¢
nguoi an tan tién ¢ cho ddy thoi.””

Anh mim cwoi. Burns da viét bai tho nay sau khi nhin thdy mot con ran
trén mii ciia mot quy co trong nha thg. “Co khong bat chwdc dugc giong do
dau, co Cattrell. C6 lam t6i noi ca da ga véi thit am diéu khé nghe cua co
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d6*.” Anne cuoi 16n. McLoughlin ngodc chan minh vao mot chiéc ghé va
kéo no tdi dé ngoi xuong. Qua la mot gwong mat nho nhan, va day biéu
cam. Qua nhiéu biéu cdm chang? Cé phai no6i dau kho cling dén dé dang
nhu tiéng cuwdi khong? “Co da ghi lai vai suy nghi thu vi trong nhat ki caa
minh vao ngay mung 2 thang Sau. Co viét...” Anh muong twgng lai trang
gidy trong dau minh “‘Minh da nhin ndm mo va n6 sé mai mai khién minh
khiép sg.”” Anh quan sat co that ki. “Vi sao c06 lai viét nhw thé, c6 Cattrell,
va vi sao co lai viét vao luc d6?”

“Chang c6 ly do nao ca. Toi thuong viét vé cai chét.”

“Co tung nhin vao bén trong mot ndm mo roi a?”

“Khong.”

“Cai chét khién co khiép sg sao?”

“Khong hé. N6 chi khién t6i khé chiu.”

“Nhu thé nao?”

Po6i mat ¢ td ra thich tha. B6i mat ludn phén bdi cb ta, anh tham nghi.
“Bai toi sé chang bao gio biét dugc diéu gi dién ra tiép theo. T6i mudn doc
toan b cudn sach, chit khong phai chi chwong dau. Anh khong nghi vay
sao?”

Phai, anh nghi, t6i cling thé. “Ay vay ma hoi dau thang Sau cd lai s¢ hai
cai chét. Vi sao?”

“T6i khong nhg.”

“‘Minh mo rang sau khi chét van nhan thitc dwgc moi thit.”” Anh nhac
nhg. “Co tiép tuc noi vé viéc sé dé den sang dém do vi bong tdi khién c6
hoang sg.”

Co nghi lai. “T6i da c6 mot gidc mo va n6 vo cung chan that. V6 cung
song dong. To6i thirc ddy s6m, khi trdi van con toi den, va t6i khong nhé noi
minh dang ¢ dau. Toi twéng gidc mo ay méi la thyc tai.” C6 nhin vai. “Va
diéu do khién t6i hoang sg.”

“C0 c6 noi vé cd6 Goode, diéu gi d6 vao mung 3 thang Sau khién co6 ay
dan vat lwong tam. D6 la gi?”
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“Toi c6 nodi sao?”

McLoughlin m& cudn nhat ki va doc doan trich. Anne lac dau. “Chac la
mot diéu khong may quan trong. Tam hon Di von nhay cam.”

“Phai chang co6 quyét dinh ndi v6i co dy vé cai xac co6 tim thdy trong ham
trlr dong?” anh goi y.

“Khong, chac chan khéng phai.” B6i mat co long lanh vé gian xdo. “Néu
khong, han t6i da nhé.”

Anh im ldng mot thoang. “No6i t6i nghe xem, vi sao c6 khong cam thay
thuwong x6t nguwoi dan 6ng khon khé nam ngoai do, co Cattrell.”

Co0 quay di dé tim thudc 1a. “T6i c6 thay thwong x6t 6ng ta ma.”

“Vay sao?” Anh cam bat lira cia c6 1én va cham thudc cho c6. “Co chua
bao gid noéi thé. Ca c6 Maybury va c6 Goode ciling vay. Khong dwogc binh
thwong cho lam. Hau hét moi nguwdi déu bay to mot chiat thwong xot. Toi
thiéu thi cling néi “Toi nghiép ong ta’. Con thit cdm xtc duy nhit ma co6
tirng thé hién la vé khé chiju.”

DPrung thé day, c6 nghi. Ho mé&i ngu ngoc lam sao. “Ching t6i gitt lai noi
thwong cdm cho riéng minh,” c6 lanh lung néi. “Long trac an mong manh.
N6 chét ngay khi cham vao bang giad. Anh phdi séng & dién trang Streech
thi mdi hiéu duwoc diéu do.”

“Co khién t6i that vong ddy. T6i c twdng long trac an la mot trong
nhitng nguén cam hitng ctia c6.” Anh chong hai tay l1én ban, r6i ditng day.
“T6i nghi véi mot nguwdi la, chac han co6 sé thay thuwong cam. Nhung ¢o biét
va rat ghét nan nhan, ding khong?” Chiéc ghé ctia anh bi day ran rat ra sau.
“Thoéi dugc ro6i, Friar, Jansen, bat dau di. Chung t6i sé c6 gang tién hanh hét
sttc nhanh chéng, c6 Cattrell a. Cu6i budi, t6i sé yéu cau c6 lén tang dé mot
nit canh sat luc soat, phong tredng hgp co6 gidu bat ci thi gi trong nguoi.
CO c6 thé & lai trong ldc ching t6i tién hanh cong viéc, con néu co thich doi
0 ngoai hon, mot trong cac canh sat sé dogi vdi cd.”

Anne choc dau diéu thudc vao giita vong khéi minh vira nha ra. “O, t6i
sé & lai, trung si a. Viéc luc soat ctia canh séat véi toi cling giong nhu rwgu
thit &y ma. Sé gilp tudn ra vai nghin chitr danh dang trén tap chi phu ni* nao
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d6. T6i kha thich nhan dé kiéu ‘Thwong mai hoa do tich bién’ hoac ‘Cap
gidy phép dé rinh mo’. Anh nghi sao?”

D6 quy cai mdt vang éch, anh tham nghi khi ddi theo lan khéi pha ra tw
miéng c6. Can phong héi rinh mui thuéc. “Xin ¢ tw nhién, co6 Cattrell.”
Anh quay di. Mau néng don 1én va ¢ lai trong dau. Anh wéc minh cé thé
hét 1én dé giai phong sitc ép ay.

Véi long kién nhan twéng nhw vo han, ho soi xét tirng milimét vuong trong
can phong. Trong nhitng cudn sach, dang sau cac bitc anh, bén dwdi ghé,
trong ngan kéo. Ho choc nhitng chiéc kim dai vao phan dat trong chau cay,
do tim cho g6 trén tdm tham, dung sofa 1én va khéo 1éo choc vao phan dém
ghé mém mai. Xong xudi, can phong van hét nhu ci. Anne cting da lich sy
ngoi sang chd khac. C6 thidy vo cung an twong.

“Rat chuyén nghiép,” c6 ndi. “Lam t6t lam. Chi thé th6i dung khéng?”

“Chuwa dau,” McLoughlin néi. “Co sé vui long md khoa két cho toi chir?”

Co giat minh nhin anh. “Sao anh lai nghi t6i c6 mot cai két?”

Anh buwéc dén bén chiéc 10 sudi 6p go soi, an 1én phan canh cua tam op
trung tam va truegt no ra sau. Mang kim loai xanh xin ctia mot chiéc két am
twong vai tay cam va phan khoa bang crom 16 ra. Anh li€c vé phia Friar va
Jansen. “T6i tim thay thit nay trong thw phong sang nay,” anh noéi. “Rat gon
nhi?” Anh khong thé khong nhin ¢6 va cam thay choang vang trudc noi
hoédng sg@ cta c0, du chi thoang qua.

Co buéc tré lai ban, c6 suy nghi cho mach lac. C6 ludn tin Phoebe la
nguwoi c6 6c phan doan tét hon vé nhan cach con nguwdi, nhung Diana da
dung khi n6i can canh giac tredc McLoughlin.

“C0 vui long m@& né ra chit?” McLoughlin hoi lai 1an nita.

Anne lay mot bao thudc 14 con nguyén tir mot cay thudc cé tong cong hai
tram diéu trong ngan kéo trén cung va xé 16p vo. Trung si kién nhan quan
sat o trong im ldng.
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“Co0 nghi co la ai ch?” Canh sat Friar gian di¥ nat ng. “Co nghe trung si
ndi roi day. M@ cai két chét tiét dé ra.”

Anne 10 cau ta di, 1at phan dau go6i thudc va doc tat ca bén trong ra, mot
chiéc chia khoa roi xuong long ban tay. “Thé anh c6 biét vé Spenser
khong?” C6 héi McLoughlin va né nu cudi xdo quyét. ““Loi cw X cia mot
nguwoi dan 6ng chinh 1a thi tiét 16 nhiéu nhat vé anh ta.” Rt c6 thé cau nay
duwgc viét cho anh ban cta anh day.”

Co ta dang tri hoan, anh tham nghi, c6 ta e sg, va minh ghét c6 ta. Chua
oi, minh m&i ghét c6 ta lam sao. “Cai két, phién c6, c6 Cattrell.”

Anne budc téi, khé nhin vai, tra khoa va kéo n6 ra. Cai két rong khong,
ngoai trt* mot con dao vdy mau trén phan gié bao quanh tay cam. LuGi dao
den si va dong vay. McLoughlin cdm thdy phat bénh. Sau tat ca, anh khong
muon nhin thay th nay. Mot phan tam tri anh ty héi phai chang minh bi
om. Pau anh néng birng nhw thé dang sot. Anh tya vai vao 1o swéi dé gitr
thang bang. “Co vui long giai thich dwgc chi?” Anh nghe tiéng minh nhw
vong tit xa lai, khan khan va thiéu ty nhién.

“Gidi thich cai gi?” Anne rut mot diéu thuoc va cham Ira.

Thuce sy thi 1a cai gi? Trong tam tri McLoughlin, canh cttra chép lai thoat
md& thoat déng. Anh li€c vé phia bao thudc 1a trén ban. “Hay bat dau vai
viéc vi sao c0 lai gidu chiéc chia khoa ki dén vay?”

“Thoi quen thoi.”

“Néi do6i.”

Cang thang khién lan da quanh miii va miéng McLoughlin nhan ram lai,
v6 duyén dén ki quai. Anne nhé dén sgi cap bang thép cuon vao mot céi toi
khong 16 dé kéo con tau chd dau bi hong vao bén cang ma c6 tirng thdy &
Thwgng Hai. Khi phan day chung dwoc kéo va nhac dan 1én khoi nén bé
tong, noé rung lac, git sach 16p bui dat va cang ra hét cd. Roi khoanh khac
dang sg ay ap tdi. Bong dung né dit phut va lao vit di véi toc do kinh
hoang, dap vao phan da thit khong duwgc bao vé trén c6 mot ngwdi dan ong.
Co nhé 10, anh ta da nhin thay sgi cap vang tdi, va gio hai tay lén dé ty vé.
Co6 nhin McLoughlin va bong cam thay can lam diéu twong tu.
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“T'6i mudn goi cho ludt s cua t6i,” c6 ndi. “Toi sé khong tré 10i thém bat
ctt cau héi nao cho dén khi anh ta tgi day.”

McLoughlin khé cya minh. “Friar, cau hdy di tim chanh thanh tra Walsh,
moi 6ng ay dén cho co Cattrell gitp t6i. Nhan vGi ong dy c6 viéc khan cap,
rang c6 Cattrell mudn goi dién thoai.” Anh hat dau vé phia khung ctra kiéu
Phép. “Jansen, goi mot nit canh sat dén day dé kham ngudi. Cau sé tim thay
Brownlow dau do6 ngoai kia.” Anh cho hai ngudi di khéi roi méi quay lai
cho 10 swdi va ditng dé nhin cham cham vao chiéc két dé m@. Mat lic sau,
anh déng ctra lai va chéng tay 1én mat 10, ctdi thap dau xudng nhin ngon Itra
gid. Mot m6 hinh ngon Itta dwgc lam néng bang khi dot va phan than da
nhan tao pha day tan thu6c va dau mau. “C6 nén cho ching vao thung rac,”
anh 1am bam. “Khi chdy, ching sé dé lai vét den dady.”

Anne nghén c6 xem anh dang nhin thit gi. “O, chd d6 ha. T6i dinh méc
ké roi hat bui nhan thé.”

“T6i twdng hut bui la viéc cta ba Phillips?”

“Pung vay, nhung ba ay phan biét doi xtr giita cac mitc do bay bira nhat
dinh, chinh x4c hon la phan biét d6i x gitta nhitng ngwoi bay bira, va sé
chang doi nao chiu tho tay vao cho dé dau.”

McLoughlin quay lai nhin Anne, khuyu tay chong 1én mat 16 swdi. Anh
run rdy nhw ngudi 1én con soét rét. “T6i hiéu roi.” Tat nhién la anh khéng
hiéu. Khong biét Molly phan biét doi x* dya trén can ct nao? Ching tdc?
Ton gido? Hay giai cap?

“Dua trén nén tang dao ditc,” Anne néi. Minh vira n6i suy nghi ra miéng
u? McLoughlin khong sao nhd n6i, dau anh dau nhitc. “Ba ay 1a nguoi theo
chu nghia kh6 hanh 6 16 si, chi cam thdy hanh phtc khi ban than khon
kho. Ba dy khong hiéu no6i vi sao nhitng ngudi khac lai khong cé cung suy
nghi v&i minh.”

“Giong me t0i,” McLoughlin nhan xét.

Anne bat tiéng cwoi khan. “Me t6i thi chang théem ban tdm, ta on Chua.
Néu khong, t6i chang thé nao dwong dau noéi véi hai nguoi ay.”

“Ba dy song gan day khong?”
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Anne lac dau. “Lan cudi t6i nghe tin thi ba dang & Bangkok. Ba tai hon
sau khi cha t6i qua doi va di vong quanh thé gidi v6i chong mdi. Thanh
thue ma noi, to6i da mat dau ho.”

Chinh la no6i dau ay, anh nghi. “Lan cudi c6 gap me la khi nao?”

Anne khong tra 10i ngay. “Rat 1au roi,” cd sot rudt gd ngén tay lén ban.
“Thtr cho t6i mot 1y do thoa dang xem tai sao t6i phai doi su cho phép cua
thanh tra mdi duwoc goi dién thoai?”

McLoughlin bat cwdi khi thdy giong co run 1én vi kich dong. Tiéng cuoi
quét qua nguwdi anh nhw mot con séng cam xuc, dién ro, div di, mat kiém
soat, nhung tha vi. Anh dat mat tay 1én doi mat nhoe nhoet nwéc ctia minh.
“T6i xin 16i,” anh néi. “T6i xin 16i. Chang c6 ly do thoa dang nao ca. Moi
cd. Ct ty nhién.” Nhitng 10i liu riu vang vong trong dau anh. Tham chi
chinh anh con cadm thdy giong minh lé nhé nhw mot ké say. Anh bam vao 10
sudi, thdy nén nha chao dao dwéi chan.

“T6i nghi anh khong nhan thitc dugce rang, viéc an uéng cling nén lam
thwong xuyén ddy.” Anne néi v4i qua vai anh trong khi day mét chiéc ghé
ra sau va dat ban tay nho bé 1én gdy McLoughlin, kéo anh ng6i xuong. Co
bd anh lai va t6i luc loi ngan kéo dwdi cung. “Day,” c¢6 an mot thanh s6 c6
la Mars m@i nguyén vao tay anh. “Toi sé ldy thit gi d6 cho anh uéng,” va
16i chai nwéc khoang tir tu dung d6 uéng mini ra, rét mot ly day cho vién
trung si.

McLoughlin buéng thong tay gitta hai dau goi, siét chat thanh keo. Anh
khong an. Anh khong thé di chuyén, du c6 muon di chang nita.

“Qi, chét tiét!” Anne cau kinh, dit ly nuwéc 1én ban va ngdi x6m trén san
tredc mat anh. “Coi nao, McLoughlin, anh chang khac gi mot cai nhot trén
mong cd, that day. Néu anh c6 che chén dé dugc nghi hwu non, thi tot thoi,
dé6 1a lwa chon ctia anh. Chtia m&i biét tai sao tir dau anh lai gia nhap luc
lwgng canh sat. Anh nén viét tiéu st vé Francis Bacon, Robert Burns hodc
lam gi do twong tw thi hon. Néu khong, hay tw gitp chinh minh. Cai tén vo
dung anh gtti di dé tim thanh tra c6 thé quay lai day bat ct lic nao, va cau
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ta sé dai ra quan khi thdy anh nhw vay day. Tin t6i di, toi biét loai nguoi
do.”

Co tuyét dep theo cach riéng. Bugc dam minh trong doi mat nau diu
dang 4y cling du khién anh hanh phtic. Anh can m6t miéng s6 co la, vira
nhai vira nghién ngam. “C6 la mot ké doi tra té hai, Cattrell a.” Anh khé lac
dau. “Co bao long trac an la mot thit mong manh, nhwng ¢6 vira ding né va
danh gay c6 toi roi day.”
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13

Bau khong khi trong phong cé phan khac la. Walsh cam nhan duwgc ngay
gidy phut 6ng buwdc vao. McLoughlin dang ditng canh cta s0, hai tay chong
1én bau ctra, nhin ra khoang san va tham cé trai dai. Anne Cattrell ng6i bén
ban, vé nguéch ngoac may nét, gac chan lén ngan kéo dé mé & dudi cung,
moi dudi tré ra vé cuong quyét. Cé ngudc 1én khi 6ng budc vao. “Cha, ta
on Chua vi long thuwong x6t nhé nhoi nay!” C6 cau kinh. “T6i muén goi
dién cho luat s, va t6i muon lam viéc dé ngay 1ap ticc. Hon nita, toi i choi
trd 10i thém bat ¢t cau hoi nao cho dén khi luat sw cua t6i tdi day.” Trong
co vo cung kho chiu.

Co ta gian ditr, Walsh ngac nhién nghi. Nhung khong hiéu sao, 6ng lai
thdy khong giong gian di¥ lam. “Toi cé nghe r6i,” 6ng diém tinh ndi.
“Nhung vi sao c6 lai muon lam thé?”

McLoughlin mé& khung ctta kiéu Phap dé Jansen va nit canh sat
Brownlow budc vao. Chan anh mudn rii ra nhw thé chan nguwoi khac. Bung
anh, dugc thitc tinh nhd thanh Mars, gio dang con cao doi hoi thi gi do
dinh dudng hon. Con trai tim anh lai nhdy nhét trong co thé héo hon nhw
chi cttu non khoé khoan. Anh thay kha hai long v&i ban than minh. “Co
Cattrell,” anh noi, giong da phan nao diém tinh. “C6 dong y dé nit canh sat
Brownlow kham ngudi, trong lic toi giai thich tinh huéng véi thanh tra
Walsh chi@?”

“Khong,” Anne vac lai. “T6i khong thod hiép bat ctt diéu gi cho t6i khi
luat sw dén.” Co gian dir go cdy but chi 1én mdt ban. “Va t6i sé khong néi
diéu gi treéc mat ca ong lan dam bau nhau 6ng mang tdi day.” Co tritng
mat vGi Walsh. “T6i cwong quyét phan déi. Pé mac cac ngwoi kham xét do
dac ca nhan la qua 1am r6i, ma mdy ngudi lai toan dan 6ng nita, that qua
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dang. Han phai cé phu nit trong d6i cia 6ng ch?! T6i tv choi néi chuyén
vdi bat ¢t nguwdi dan 6ng nao!”

Walsh gidu vé kich dong ctia minh kha giéi. Nhung véi thi giac nhu vira
dwgc tiép thém sitc manh, McLoughlin van nhén ra 6ng sap noi xung. “Co
dang chinh thitc 1én tiéng khiéu nai vé trung si McLoughlin va nhém cua
cdu ta day a?” Walsh hoi.

Anne li€c nhin Friar. “T6i khong biét. Toi phai doi luat sw da.” Co vdi
dién thoai va bat dau quay s6. “Nhung 10i phan d6i cia t6i van con nguyén
hiéu Iwc, nén néu 6ng mudn toi hgp tac, hay sap xép vai nit canh sat thi
hon.”

Chanh thanh tra hat dau vé phia ctta. “Friar, Jansen, chd ngoai hanh lang.
Trung si McLoughlin, tdp hgp nhitng gi cau tim thdy va mang ra ngoai.
Brownlow, & lai day.” Ong ditng d6, mét nhiu lai khi nhin McLoughlin day
minh khéi bitc twong va nang né 1ét qua san. Cé gi dé khong ding, nhung
ong khong biét chinh x4c 13 gi. Anh mét sic 1ém cia 6ng quét qua cin
phong.

Anne 1am bam vao mdy dién thoai. “Cho mot lat, Bill,” c6 khum tay l1én
che 6ng nghe. “T6i mu6n nhac anh, trung si a,” c6 lanh lung néi. “Anh
chwa dwa cho t6i bién ban tich thu thit trong két cta téi. Thit duy nhat t6i
nhan dugc 1a bién ban tich thu cuén nhat ki.”

Lay Chuda, McLoughlin nghi tham, c6 cho t6i thé da dwgc khéng? Toi
dau phai Charles Atlas*, to6i chi 1a mot ké yéu dudi bi choi xau ma thoi.
Anh cui nguoi vé chan ngan. “T0i sé dwa co ngay day, co Cattrell.”

Co0 10 anh di, quay tré lai cudc dién thoai ctia minh va lang nghe mot lic.
“Me kiép, Bill,” c6 n6i cau va hét vao ong nghe. “Nghi xem anh dugc tra
phi bao nhiéu di va c6 ma lét dén day. Chét tiét, c6 thé tdi khong phai mot
trong nhitng khach hang London yéu ddu cua anh, nhwng t6i luén thanh
toan nhanh chéng. Vi Chua, anh cé thé tGi day trong vong chwa day hai
tiéng, néu chiu nhac mong 1én lu6n day.”

Ngudi ban 1du nam va ciing la ¢6 van phap ly cda co, Bill Stanley nhe
rang cuoi ¢ dau day bén kia. Luc tredc anh vira noi sé dep hét moi viéc dé
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ho trg c6 trong vong mat gio dong ho. “Phai ba tiéng anh méi dén dwoc,”
anh thuvong lugng.

“Nhw vay con tam tam,” Anne gam gu. “Puogc r6i, toi sé hoi ong ta.” Co
quay sang chanh thanh tra. “Ong c6 dinh dwa t6i dén s& canh sat khong?
Luat su cua t6i muon biét toi 6 dau dé con dén.”

“Phu thudc vao co, c6 Cattrell a. Thanh thwc ma néi, ltic nay t6i thay hoi
thac mac vé 1y do c6 muodn luat s cia minh can thiép.” McLoughlin quay
lai v6i con dao quan gié gon ghé da dwgc cho vao mot chiéc tui nhya.

“A!” Vé vui mirng ctia Walsh dwoc che gidu qud té. “Cha, chi mong 6
giup do tra 10i cac cau hdi cua chung t6i thoi &y ma. Mién la c6 hiéu rang,
sé khong c6 su cudng ép nao tir phia chung toi ca, t6i nghi sé don gian hon
néu chiing ta tién hanh viéc hoi cung & s6.”

“S@ Canh sat Silverbome,” Anne néi v6i luat su. “Khong, dirng lo, t6i sé
khong noi gi cho dén khi anh t&i noi.” C6 gac may va giat 1dy to bién ban
tich thu thi¢ hai t* McLoughlin. “Va t6t hon hét dirng c6 gidu do dac cua toi
trong cai cap d6,” c6 han hoc. “T6i van chuwa gap canh sat nao ma khong cé
tinh tay may ca.”

“Pu r6i ddy, co Cattrell,” Walsh danh giong, tw héi vi sao McLoughlin
lai dan n6i con néng gian véi ngwoi phu nit nay. Nhung c6 thé khéng phai
la dan noi, va do6 chinh la ly do cho su cang thang ma 6ng nhan thay khi
nay. “T6i yéu cau c6 khong dwgc lang ma nhan vién cta toéi vo ly nhw vay.
Brownlow sé & cung co trong lic t6i cé vai 16i vdi trung si McLoughlin
ngoai hanh lang.” Ong nghiém nghi buéc ra khéi phong. “Pugc réi,” dng
nai khi canh ctra khép lai sau luvng ho. “Xem cau cé gi nao.” 6ng gio tay lay
cai tdi nhua.

“Nhu toi da n6i véi sép,” Friar ham hd néi. “Co ta gidu no trong két. Ca
cu6n nhat ki nita, néi vé cai chét, nhitng ndm mo6 va Chua méi biét c6 gi
khac nita.”

“Andy?”

McLoughlin dya ngwoi vao twong, nhin vai. “Toi khong chac.”

“Khong chac vé cai gi?” Walsh mat kién nhan lién gang hoi.
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“T6i ngo rang chung ta dang bi choi x0, sép a.”

“Vi sao?”

“Cam giac. Co ta khong phai con ngoc va moi chuyén qua dé dang.”

“Friar, cau thay sao?”

“Nham nhi, thwa sép. Cudn nhat ki thi dé that, t6i thira nhan, nhung con
dao dwgc giau rat ki. Jansen da ra ca bitc twong va khong biét gi vé cai két.”
Cau ta nhin thang vao McLoughlin vGi anh mat han hoc. “Trung si da 1an ra
day.”

Walsh suy nghi trong vai phit. “Cha, du sao cling da thé r6i, nén néu cé
bi choi x4, thi hay thtr tim ra ly do vi sao. Jansen, cdu mang cai nay vé s&
va lay dau van tay trudc khi téi dwa co Cattrell tGi. Friar, ¢ lai day va ra
ngoai giup moi nguwoi mot tay. Andy, t6i nghi cau nén thay toi chiu trach
nhiém & ch6 c6 Maybury.”

“Thua sép,” McLoughlin 1dam bam. “chang phai sé t6t hon néu dé t6i
diéu tra cuon nhat ki sao? Friar n6i cling ding, han phai cé nhitng am chi
an giau trong do.”

Walsh cham cham nhin anh r6i gat dau. “Cé 1é vay. Ci 1ay tat ca nhitng
thit cau cho rang c6 lién quan dén vu an va dé trén ban toi trede khi toi néi
chuyén véi c6 ta.” Ong quay vao phong va déng ctia lai.

Friar bAm g6t McLoughlin xuéng hanh lang. “D6 khon nha anh!”

McLoughlin nhe rang cuwdi xdo quyét. “DPdc quyén cé cdi lgi cta dac
quyén ma, Friar.”

“Anh c6 nghi co ta sé kién khong?”

“T6i khong nghi thé dau.”

“Phai r6i.” Friar ngirng lai dé cham thudc. “Jansen va t6i déu trong sach,
di anh cé nhin theo chiéu huwéng nao di nita.” Cau goi véi theo
McLoughlin. “Nhung t6i biét thira may vét lan trén c6 co ta tir dau ma c6.”
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McLoughlin 14i thang xe vao quan an nhanh viing ngoai 6 Silverborne va
danh chén cho dén khi khéng nhét thém duwgc nita. Anh ¢0 tap trung tam tri
vao viéc an udng. Khi mot y nghi bat chgt hién 1én trong dau, anh lai gang
xua di. Lan dau tién anh dwgc tinh tdm trong sudt mdy thang trdi. An xong,
anh quay tré lai xe, nga ghé ra va danh mot giac.

Khi Anne bi Walsh va nit canh sat Brownlow dan ra ngoai, Jonathan dang
loanh quanh gan ctra. Cau voi chan duong ho va Walsh dé dang nhan ra cau
khi nhé dén thang bé cao lénh khénh da kién quyét bao vé me né nhiéu
nam trueac.

“C6 chuyeén gi vay?” Jonathan hai.

Anne ddt ban tay lén canh tay cau. “Cung lam la chi hai hodc ba tiéng
nita di sé trd lai thoi, Jon a. Khong cé gi phai lo lang c4, di hita. Nhan vai
me con, di da goi dién cho Bill Stanley va anh ta sé dén thang s3.” Co
ngirng mot chit. “Dan me con gac ong nghe dé n6 khoi dé chuéng va nhac
Fred khoa cong trwdc lai cho an toan, chuyén gio da truyén ra ngoai roi,
dau dau ciling c6 canh nha bao dom ngé.” Co nhin thang vao cau mot lic
l1au. “Di dam chac me con dang lo lang, Jon a, nén c6 gang dirng dé me con
suy nghi qua nhiéu. M& cho me vai dia nhac hodc lam gi d6.” Cé néi qua
vai khi Walsh dan c6 vé phia chiéc xe. “Cho me con nghe Pat Boone* va ca
khiic Nhitng ld thv tinh trén cdt. Cach do6 lic nao ciing hiéu qua dé Phoebe
tinh tdm va cadm thay an toan. Con biét me con yéu Pat Boone thé nao ma.
Va ché chan cht, duwoc chit?”

Cau gat dau. “Puoc roi a. Bao trong nhé, di Anne.”

Jonathan chéan néan vay tay khi Anne bi dwa di, r6i tram ngam budc vao
ctta. Theo nhu cau biét, me chwa tirng nghe mét ban nhac nao cua Pat
Boone trong doi... Va chd chan chtr, duge chit? Cau tién vé phia chai nha
Anne &, ngé quanh, roi xoay tay nam va khé khang buéc xuéng hanh lang.
Cau day m& ctta phong khach, hé mat nhin vao trong. Can phong trong
khong. An toan, di y da noi hai lan. Nhitng 1a thw tinh. Chi mat vai gidy dé
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trwgt nhitng tdm van nguy trang, gilt tay nam ma crém va mé két*. Thurc té,
cai két khong nang lam, vi duwgc ché tao bang nhom. Jonathan nhac né Ién,
kep & mot bén hong roi thoc tay xuéng khoang khong téi den bén dwdi va
tim dwgc mot phong bi 16n mau nau. Cau ném né 1én chiéc ghé banh gan
nhat, can than chinh cai két vé cho cii. Khi nhét chiéc phong bi vao tii ao
khodc, cau chgt nhan ra, han thi gi d6 hoac ai d6 da khién di hodng loan
lam nén mai nghi t6i cho gidu bi mat nay. Va tai sao di lai lo lang cho may
14 thw tinh dén thé? That ki la. Khi ra ngoai qua khung ctra kiéu Phap, cau
nghe thay canh ctra dan vao chai nha cua Anne cot ket dong mé va c6 tiéng
buwdc chan trong hanh lang. Cau nhén chan bang qua san hién r6i mat hut.

Cau tim thdy Phoebe va Diana trong phong khach chinh. Hai nguoi thi
tham to nhé trén sofa, dau chum vao nhau, mai téc vang 6ng va do ruc dan
dét nhw nhitng soi chi trén mot tdm tham. Cau bong cam thay ghen ti trwdc
su than thiét ay. Tai sao me cau lai gidi bay tam sy vGi di Diana ma khong
phéi v6i cau? Me khong tin cau sao? Cau cling phai ganh trén vai mac cam
t0i 10i su6t muwoi nam qua. Nhw thé chwa da véi me sao? Doi khi, cdu co
cam giac, Anne la ngudi duy nhat doi x véi cau nhw mét ngudi tredng
thanh.

“Ho bat di Anne r6i,” cau thong bao ngan gon.

Hai nguoi gat dau, khong té vé ngac nhién. “Ching ta thay roi,” Phoebe
néi. Cé nd nu cwoi an i véi Jonathan. “Pting lo, cung a. Me thdy thuong
cam cho mdy vién canh sat hon la di 4y ddy. Ho r6i sé hiéu rang, hai gio thi
dau vdi Mike Tyson con thich thi hon hai gio & canh Anne. Di ay han da
goi cho Bill, me hi vong thé.”

“Vang.” Cau di vé phia ctta s6 va nhin ra ngoai khodng san. “Lizzie dau
roi a?”

“Con bé di v6i Molly,” Diana no6i. “Gi¢ canh sat dang tim kiém & nha

»

sau.
“Fred cling ¢ do a?”
“Fred gac ngoai cong,” Phoebe dap. “Cé vé dam nha bao dang ao ao kéo
dén. Ong ay gitt khong cho ho vao trong.”
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“Nhac dén nha bao, di Anne bao nhé gac dién thoai.”

Diana ditng day va di vé phia 16 swdi, tim thdy mdt mau thudc dang sau
dong ho. Co quet diém va cham lira. “Lam r6i.” C6 liéc mau thudc va thi
rit mot hoi.

Phoebe va Jonathan nhin nhau réi bat cudi. “Dé minh di 1ay cho cadu mot
diéu tr té bén phong Anne,” c6 vira néi vira ditng day. “Chac chan c6 ay cé
dé danh ¢ dau do6 va minh ghét phdi nhin ciu chiu dyng.” R6i co roi phong.

Diana ném mau thudc vao 1o sugi. “Me con sé mang vé mot diéu va do
sé la diéu thit hai di hit trong ngay hém nay. Ngay mai sé la ba diéu va c&
thé cho dén khi di thém thudc trd lai. Di sap dién mat. Con la bac si, Jon a.
Bao di dirng lam nhw vay di.”

Jonathan tién lai gan, cdm thdy ngudi ngoai phan nao khi Diana dot
nhién can dén minh, va vong canh tay quanh vai ¢6. “Van chua la bac si ma
di. Du sao, di cling khéng can dé y dén con dau. Chang sao ca. But chua
nha khong thiéng ma. Di c hit di a, néu cam thdy thodi mai dugc phan
nao. Cang thang ciling cé hai ngang vGi nicotine ddy.” Cam gidc c¢ nhw
dang 6m Elizabeth 16n tudi vay, cau tham nghi. Ho quéa giong nhau: tr vé
ngoai, sy yéu dudi luon khao khat dwgc chd che, cach ho mia mai va lo
lang vé moi thit. Biéu dé ciling giai thich vi sao hai me con ho khong hoa
hop véi nhau lam.

Cau siét canh tay Diana m6t lan nita roi tha ra, quay tré lai bén ctra so.
“Tat ca canh sat da di chua a?”

“Chi trirt nhitng nguwdi & may gian nha phia sau, di nghi thé. T6i nghiép
Molly. Chac phai mat hang thang troi dé vugt qua cdm gidc kinh tém khi
quan dai cta minh bi canh sat kham xét. Han ba dy phai giat di giat lai vai
lan méi dam mac.”

“Lizzie sé khién ba 4y binh tinh lai théi,” cu néi.

Diana nhin xody vao lung cau. “O London con cé hay gip Elizabeth
khong?”

Cau khong quay lai. “Thi thodng a. D6i lan bon con di an véi nhau. Em
ay lam viéc vao gid trai khody, di ciing biét ma. Gan nhu dém nao ciling &
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song bai cho dén rang sang.” Buing la bi kich, khi c6 qua nhiéu diéu khong
thé ké véi mot nguwdi me vé con gai ctia ba dy. Chang thé mo td cam xuc
hanh phic khi thitc gidc vao lic 4 gio sang va thay cg thé tran trui am ap
cta Lizzie dang khé mon man va khién da thit cdu néng birng. Cling khong
thé gidi thich viéc chi nghi vé co6 dy thoi cling da khién cau rao ruc, hay
mot trong nhitng 1y do khién cau yéu c6 1a bai bat ctt khi nao cau trugt tay
vao gilta dui Lizzie, co cling dd wét dam vi khao khat. Thay vao do, cau
phai néi cau hiém khi gap c6, gia vo thd o, va ngudi me sé chang bao gio
biét ngon ltta ma con gai minh nhen lén c6 sitc thiéu dot dit doi dén nhuwong
nao. “Con nghi & day minh con gap Lizzie nhiéu hon ay ch®,” cau néi khi
quay lai.

“Con bé khong ké gi nhiéu vé cudc song ctia né ¢ London,” Diana ti€c
nuoi dap. “Di doan n6 dang hen ho nhung di khong biét va cling khong
héi.”

“La do di khong muon biét hay di nghi em ay sé khong ké cho di?”

“0, dwong nhién 1a vi con bé sé& ching ké dau,” cd néi. “Con bé biét di
khong muén né lap lai sai 1am cua di va két hon khi con qua tré. Néu né
nghiém tdc vdéi ai, di sé la ngwdi cudi cung dwgc biét, va lic dé, di cling
chang thé khuyén ngan dwgc nita. La 16i & di,” c6 n6i. “Di biét ma.”

Phoebe quay tré lai va ném mot géi thuéc béc dé cho Diana. “Cau 6 tin
nbi la ho lai dé thang nhéc d6 canh gac trong phong Anne khong?
Williams, chinh la chang trai cai va v6i Molly ddy. Cau ta dwgc 1énh & lai
day cho dén khi c6 thong bao mdi. Cit khang khang phai rit tirng diéu
thudc ra dé kiém tra ddy.” C6 dén cho dién thoai va dat 6ng nghe trd lai.
“Minh han la mat tri r6i,” co tiép tuc. “Jane sé dén Winchester vao chiéu
hodc t6i nay. Minh da bao con bé goi dién khi dén noi. T6i lac do, danh c6
chiu dwng may cudc goi lam phién vay.”

Jonathan nhan nhé mé khung ctra kiéu Phap va buéc ra san. “Con sé dua
1t ché di dao va tht tim Lizzie. Gdp lai hai ngudi sau nhé.” Cau dua ngon
tay lén miéng, huyt mot tiéng roi budc xuéng vuon.
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bung ldac do, dién thoai reo. Phoebe nhac may lén va lang nghe. “Mién
binh luan,” c6 néi va gac mdy. Vai gidy sau, dién thoai lai d6 chuong.

Benson va Hedges nhdy cang xung quanh, ve vay dudi va sua vang 1én, nhuw
thé chuyén di dao nay qua la dip hiém cé. Jonathan xuyén vé phia vat ritng
gitta dién trang va khu nong trai, thi thodng lai quang mdt canh cdy ra xa dé
choi cung 1t ch6. Huwéng dy chay qua ham trit dong. Cau chan nan nhin
theo hai con ché dang lao vé phia do, rén ri va cao cao bén ngoai canh ctra
niém phong. Cau di tiép, thi thodng dirng buwdc dé quay lai va quan sat con
dwong vira di qua, r6i huyt sdo goi i cho chay theo.

Khi dén cay soi gia hai tram tu6i van ditng mot minh uy nghi gitta rirng,
Jonathan cdi 4o khoac, ngoi xuoéng, nga lvng vao mot vét 10m ti nhién trén
16p vé san sui. Cau ngo6i dé khodng nira gio, nghe ngéng va quan sat. Cho
t¢i khi da yén tam rang ngoai lii ché va dam thu hoang, khéng ai nhin thay
viéc minh sap lam, cdu méi ditng day, lay phong bi trong tui ra, tha n6 qua
mot ranh nhé vao trong hoc cta than s6i do s§. Chi cé Jane, ngwdi van theo
phe cau khi chaoi tro két 1a lam do gidp hoi con nhoé mdi biét cai hdc bi mat
nay.

Jonathan huyt sao goi 1t ch6 dang chay lang thang va tré lai ngoi nha.

“Me c6 thé néi chuyén vaGi con khong, cung?”

Pang di dugc nira cau thang 1én phong ngu, Elizabeth mién cuong quay
lai nhin me minh. “Da duwgc.” Co6 gai vira tir nha sau tré vé, mét 1t va cau
kinh. Sy kho6 chiu du khong néi ra ctia Molly tredc cude luc soat khién cd
phién muon.

“Néu bay gio khong tién thi dé sau vay.”

Elizabeth chdam cham quay xudng cau thang. “C6 chuyén gi khéng 6n
a?”
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“Moi chuyén.” Diana bat tiéng cudi guong gao. “Néu hoi c6 chuyén gi
on khong khéo me lai dé tra 1oi hon day.”

Elizabeth theo me vao phong khach. Can phong thiét ké giong bén Anne,
nhung trang tri khac han, it gdy choang hon, va truyén thong hon. Tam
tham vang kim, khung ctra s6 va ghé noi bat v4i hoa tiét hoa 1a c6 dién trén
tong nau do va vang. M6t bong dén nhw mat troi thu nho pha 1én tat ca
nhitng sac mau dy tht &nh sang diu ngot.

“No6i con nghe xem,” Elizabeth 1én ti€éng, mat kip thdy Jonathan bang
qua san vdi Benson va Hedges r6i bién mat sau khung ctta kiéu Phap ¢ khu
nha chinh cua Phoebe.

Nghe me ké chuyén, n6i mudn phién cta Elizabeth lai 16n dan, hét nhw
béng t6i lan rong khi dém xudng.

9 gio 15 phut. Walsh liéc dong ho, tham thé dai va day vai huych mé canh
ctrta phong tham van s6 2, cau cé nhin hét Anne lai tGi luat su cta co.

Bill Stanley chang khac nao mot con gdu by v6i dam 16ng vang hoe moc
16m x6m khap nguoi, tham chi trén ca khdp ngon tay, kem theo do la cam
giac hén ha. Theo danh thiép thi anh ta cong tac & mot hang luat noi tiéng
trén London va kiém dwoc bon tién. Bo vest soc den nhau nhi va son rach &
tay 4o khién anh ta tréng chang khac nao dam ngudi an mac cau tha. Vi sao
anh ta chon mdc né bén ngoai ao canh dét kim mau vang thi Walsh chiu
khong giai thich néi. Ong ghi nhé dé hoi lai sau. Suét ba muoi ndm co xat
vOi cac nghiép vu lién quan dén luat phap, ong chwa bao gid nghe thay
danh xuwng nao kiéu nhw B.R.Stanley, LLLB cd. Tdm danh thi€p rd rang la
gia mao.

“Gi0 c0 co thé vé nha, co Cattrell. Mot chiéc xe dang dgi c6 ¢ ngoai.”

Anne thu gom d6 dac va nhét vao tdi xach. “May thi khac cta t6i dau
16i?” CO hai.

“Sé tra lai cho c6 vao sang mai.”
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Bill nhac minh khoi ghé, vieon ban tay qua kho thang 1én tran va ngap.
“Pé anh chd em vé.”

“Khong can dau, mudn réi. Anh vé vai Polly va 11 tré di.”

Bill viron vai va van minh rang rac. “Vu nay sé khién em ton mét khoan
kha kha day, c6 géi a. Moi lan anh ngirng lai 1y hoi la em mat nam muoi
bang, nhd chit? Hay chung ta kién nhé? Anh choi luon.” Anh cudi rang rd.
“DPé lya chon thi cting kha boi roi ddy. Thai d6 qudy roi, 1ong hanh ctia luc
lwgng canh sat da huy hoai danh tiéng nghé nghiép, khién em mat di thu
nhap, long ty trong bi ton thwong. Lic nao anh ciling thich mdy vu kién
tung vi c6 co hoi xem ca hai bén hanh dong.”

Po6i mat Anne sang lap lanh. “Em sé thang chi?”

“Chua 0i, tat nhién roi. Anh danh mot phat an sau luon ay chi.”

Cang thém byc doc khi nghe cau cham biém cua Bill, Walsh gian di
canh cédo. “Luat phap khéng phai tro dua, anh Stanley a. T6i lay lam tiéc
trudc nhitng bét tién ma cd Cattrell phdi chiu dung. Nhung trong tinh
hudng nay, ching t6i khong con lwa chon nao khac. Sy xuat hién cta anh
trong ldc co dy tra 10i tham van la do c¢6 ay tw lwa chon. Va thuc ra, néu anh
khong mat dén ba tiéng dong ho dé tGi day, thi chuyén nay da c6 thé dwoc
gidi quyét nhanh ch6ng hon nhiéu.”

“Khong thé sém hon, 6ng ban a,” Bill choc mot ngoén tay qua bo vest soc
va gai gai vom nguc ram long cua minh. “Ngay cham tré cta t6i ma. Khong
thé bo ca dam tré nheo nhéc nhw thé duwgce. Ching sé tan sat lan nhau ngay
khi t6i budc chan ra khoi civa cling nén. Chac 6ng hiéu cht. Bing v6i danh
gia khi chwa hiéu r6 dau du6i moi chuyén.” Anh than thiét siét vai Anne
bang ban tay to bé ctia minh. “Anh sé gidm gia cho em. Du kém vui nhung
nhw thé hgp ly hon.”

Walsh cau tiét. “Khon kiép, dang 1€ t6i nén budc tdi cd hai vi da gay lang
phi thoi gian ctia canh sat.”

Bill cudi ha ha khién ca khung ngudi to bé rung 1én ban bat khi mé cira
cho Anne va dwa c6 ra ngoai. “Khong, khong. T6i mai la nguoi dam don
kién chi. Thai do khong ding muc, phai khong nhi? Du 6ng c6 nhin & goc
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do nao thi toi cling sé thang tho6i.” Anh hd tong c6 dén cia trudc, noi xe
canh sat dang chd san, roi 4p hai ban tay 1én mat c6 va thi tham. “Véi tro
khoi hai nay em sé phai dén bu cho anh bang cach quyén gép nam muwoi doé
cho mét trong céc t6 chirc tir thién vé AIDS, cong thém mot 16i giai thich.”

Anne v0 vao ma anh. “Em can ai d6 nam tay em co,” c6 néi.

Bill thich thua thi thao. “V& van! Néu khéng phdi mudn tim hiéu xem
chuyén quai gi dang dién ra va mudn c6 co hoi dé gap lao khon Walsh thi
chdc anh da noi doa lén r6i.” Nu cwdi dan bién mat khoi gwong mat Bill.
“Mai goi lai cho anh, va anh sé xu6ng dé dé noéi chuyén vdi ca ba dira. Giét
nguwoi la mat tro nguy hiém, Anne a, ké ca v6i nhan chitng. Rat dé bi lién
ddi. Phoebe biét rd hon ai hét.” Anh &p tay vao mong co va ddy co vé phia
chiéc xe. “Cho anh gwri 16i héi tham Phoebe va Diana.” Anh vay tay chao
tam biét, r6i buwdc vé phia xe cia minh va quay tré lai London, vGi cong
viéc ca dém hang tuan trong mot cw xa danh cho nhitng ngwoi vo gia cu.

Andy McLoughlin nidn na trong chiéc xe d6 bén kia dwong, khuat giita
khodng nhap nhoang bén anh dén mau cam. Anh da 4m tham theo d6i ma
khong bi ai phat hién. Do6i tay run ray trén vo lang. Lay Chua, anh can uéng
gi d6 dé binh tam lai. C6 ay da hon han ta w? Rat khé dé khang dinh.
Nhung nhw vay cé gi quan trong dau? Chinh céi cach ho thau hiéu nhau,
tya vao nhau trong tinh ban thuan tiy mdi khién anh kho chiu. Anh khong
muon phai long co.

Anh ra khoi xe va di vao trong tim Walsh. “Moi chuyén thé nao?”

Vién chanh thanh tra dang ditng bén ctta so, nhin ra man dém. “C6 thay
ho khong? Ho vtra di.”

“Khong.”

“Me kiép, phai mat ba gio dé tén luat s d6 dén dugc day, trén nguoi la
bd vest soc ban thiu, tréng nhw mot tén 16ng 14 & Bomeo*. Thuc té thi, t6i
rat nghi ngd thw uy nhiém cta han.” Ong rit tdu ra. “Cau néi diing day,
Andy. D6 la mau bo. Chiing ta bi choi x6 roi. Tai sao lai thé?”
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McLoughlin ng6i xuéng ghé. “Panh lac hwéng. D€ kéo canh sat tranh xa
phan con lai cta ng6i nha.”

Walsh tré lai ban va ng6i xuéng. “C6 thé. Nhung trong treong hop nay
thi ké d6 khong thanh cong réi. Ching ta da kham xét khong chira mot
ngoc ngach nao roi méi roi di ma.” Mot khoadng dai im lang. Ro6i ong go
ong tau lén tép thuw tay tredc mat. “Jones tim thdy trong xwdng vé cua
Goode.” Ong ddy ché thu vé phia McLoughlin va dgi anh doc qua chiing.
“Rat thu vi, ding khong?”

“Jones da hdi co ta vé viéc nay chwa?”

“Thtr r6i. Co Goode bdo khong phai viéc ctia ciu ay, rang co ta da du
kho chiu r6i va muon quén di, cling khong muén tra 10i cau hoi nao vé van
dé nay.” Ong nhdi thudc vao 6ng tau. “Khi cdu ta bao phai mang dam thw
di, co ta n6i xung va c6 giang lai ching.” Vé thich thd anh lén trong mat
ong khi 6ng cham thudc va thw théi rit mot hoi. “Hai cdnh sat da phai git
c6 ta dé cau ay mang ching vao xe.”

“Vay ma toi twdng co ta la nguwdi tram tinh nhat trong ba ngudi. Maybury
thi sao?”

“Van binh than nhw thwong. C6 ta & trong nha kinh va danh ca budi
chiéu dé giam canh dam phong 1 thdo trong lic ching ta 1at tung ngdi nha
va chang tim thdy gi.” Giong 6ng c6 vé man nguyén. “Toi da sai may nguoi
dem hai chiéc giay tdi cho thg sira giay dé do héi. Chang khac nao mo kim
day bé, nhung c6 1€ ai d6 sé nhd ra ching. To6i khong quan tam dén diéu ba
Thompson néi. Chap nhan thuc t€ di, ba ta gio ngd ngan dén mitc khéng
nhan ra chinh minh trong guwong nita ay chit. Va do6i giay do han phai la cta
Daniel. C& 8 va mau nau. Lam sao c6 thé trung hgp ngau nhién dén mitc ay
duogc.”

McLoughlin c6 givong doi mat nhw bi kim chich cua minh dé doc lai 14
thu trén cung. Khong ghi ngay thang va rat ngan gon. “Thit Hai. Diana yéu
mén. Puong nhién, anh hoi han vé chuyén da xay ra, nhung gi®, anh chang
thé lam chi nita. Néu dugc, anh cé thé dén vao thit Nam va néi chuyén ro
rang v&i em. Than mén, Daniel.” Pia chi Larkheld, East Deller, va chéo
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qua ca trang gidy la dong chi¥ dwgc viét trong lic gian di. “Chap nhan
gdp.” La thw sau la mot ban gidy than, sao chép lai gidy yéu cau tiv Diana
vé viéc ké khai hién trang cong viéc kinh doanh ctia Daniel Thompson, ghi
ngay thw Sau, 20 thang Nam.

“Vay ong ta mat tich khi nao?”

“Thit Nam, 25 thang Nam,” Walsh néi véi vé thoa man. “Chinh la cai
ngay ong ta sap xép cudc hen vGi Goode.”

“Thé tai sao sép khong gidi c6 ta dén day cung Cattrell lu6n?”

“T6i chi c6 thé doi phé véi titng ngwdi mot thoi, chang trai a. Co ta sé
tiéu ton cta ching ta thém mudi hai tiéng nita. Lic nay, t6i dang muon biét
vi sao c0 Cattrell lai phi ton cong ton sitc dén vay chi dé canh sat dan giai
minh di tham van. C6 y twdng nao khong?”

McLoughlin nhin xu6ng san va lac dau.
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14

Anne mét ba cd ngudi. Adrenaline trong mach mau chdy khap co thé co
sudt vai gio qua, lam kich dong tri ndo, tang nhip tim, khién c6 luén & trang
thai kich dong nhat. Cam giac kiét sitc dén ngay tirc thi khi c6 ngbi xuéng
ghé sau trong xe canh sat. Chang thé nao cwdng lai dwgc, c6 ngn thiép di.
Pau tién, co chi tya lung vao thanh ghé, nhung khi xe cua gap, c6 da nam
song soai xudng ghé sau ma chang hay biét gi nita. Vi vay, dam san tin
ding bén ngoai canh céng t6i om cua dién trang Streech da bo 16 tdm anh
ma ho ngéng dgi cho bai bao Thdam van vé vu giét nguoi - Co6 phéng vién bi
dua di tra héi. Ho thdy qua nhiéu xe canh sat ra vao dién trang, nén chang
buén quan tdm dén mot chiéc xe khong hanh khach. Ngb6i kién dinh trén
chiéc ghé gap phia sau canh cong khoa kin, Fred lai khong dé bi danh la.
Ong dé chiéc xe vao, vui ming khi thodng chiéu dén va nhan ra Anne roi
thé phao nhe nhom va tré vé cho ngoi. Qua tritng da an toan trong t6. Khi
nao xe canh sat ra vé thi ong cé thé 1én giwvong di nghi.

Vira tinh ddy, Anne ngit nguong tién vao ctta va lo mo bwdc qua tdm
tham. Bén ngoai, cung hanh khach mdéi la Williams vitra hoan thanh nhiém
vu canh géc, chiéc xe canh sat nghién banh lao qua con duwong trai soi.
Anne tya vao twong mot lat dé tap hgp dong suy nghi rdi rac ctia minh. Co
nghe thay tiéng sta danh dong cua li ché. Ngay sau do, Jane Maybury lao
vao sanh va 6m cham lay me d& dau ctia minh. Ho nga lan ra san. Anne
nam dé, mat nham nghién, va run ray.

“Lay Chua,” Jane kéu lén va quay sang Phoebe. Co6 cling vira kip dén
bén ctra. “Cé gi do khong on roi. Jon!” cb gai réo to. “Dén day nhanh lén.
Di Anne 6m r6i.”
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“Di khong sao,” Anne run rdy ndi, m@ mat ra. “Di dang cuwoi ma.” Co
ngoi day. “Chua oi, di mét It. Xuéng khoi nguwdi di ngay, con bé 16n dung
nay,” co6 hon Jane mot cai. “Mang cho di mot ly brandy. Ca nguoi di dang
kho chiu vi vu tham van khac nghiét hém nay day.”

Phoebe d& Anne day va dwa c6 vao phong khach trong khi Jane mang t&i
mot ly brandy. Anne hanh phiic co minh trén sofa va cwoi rang r& véi ban
minh. “Sao thé? Trong may cau nhu thé vira mat chanh ay.”

Diana nhan mat. “Bon minh lo dén 6m ca ngudi, do ngoc a.”

“Cac cau nén tin minh hon mé6i phai,” Anne noi véi vé nghiém tic khi
nhan ly reou tir Jane. “Va con gai d& dau cua t6i thé nao roi?” Co vira cham
chi quan sat Jane, vira 1 am brandy.

Jane mim cwdi. “Con khoé ma.” Co6 bé van qua gay nhung Anne hai long
khi thdy guwong mat Jane da day dan hon va bét cau c6 cang thang.

“C6 vé thé,” co thtra nhan.

Phoebe quay sang Jonathan. “Chtng ta sé t6 chic 1é an mirng ch nhi?”

“Puwong nhién réi a. Con sé xuéng ham ruwgu. Moi ngwdi mudn uéng gi
nao? Chateau Lalite 78 hay nhitng chai champagne 75 cu6i cung? Anne, di
chon di.”

“Lalite. U6ng champagne sau brandy sé lam di n6n mat.”

Jonathan thac mac nhin me minh. “Con c6 nén xudng va doén Fred cung
Molly 1én tham gia v&i ching ta khong? Lau roi ciing khong c6 dip cho ho
xa hoi.”

Phoebe gat dau. “Y hay ddy.” C6 gio tay vé phia Elizabeth, c6 gii ngbi
trén mot chiéc ghé dau, c6 phan hoi tach biét vdi moi nguwoi. “Con di cung
di, Lizzie a. Molly c6 thé néi khong véi tat ca chiing ta, nhw xwa nay van
thé, nhung ba ay sé khong tir choi con dau.” Co6 nhin Jonathan day an y.

“Pi nao,” cau noi. “Ca em nita, Jane.” Ho ra ngoai.

Phoebe bugc vé phia 10 swdi. “Minh wdc David chuwa bao gio dung tang
ham dé trir ddm hang nhap lau té hai cua han.”
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Anne hit hwvong brandy. “Vi sao? Nhd né ma minh van con nhé dén han
day.”

“Chinh xac,” Phoebe lanh lung dong y. “Minh ciing vdy. Bung la kho
chiu.” Co liéc vé phia Diana. “Lizzie c6 vé lo lang. La do Molly véi Fred
a?”

“Khong. Minh e la do minh.”

“Sao thé?”

Diana c6 bat cwdi nhung khong duwge. “Vi minh bdo con bé, minh sé la
nguoi tiép theo bi dwa 1én may chém ctia canh sat.” Cé quay lai dé nhin
thang vao Anne. “Vi sao ho lai giai cau di vay?”

“Ho tim thay cai két va trong dé cé chita mot bang chitng kha nghi.”
Anne cuwdi khic khich. “Mot con dao nhuém day mdu, quan trong cai gié
cling nhuém day mau.” C6 xoay tron chiéc ly trong tay dé lam am no lén.
“Ldy y twéng tir truyén cta Enid Blyton*, nhuwng tat ca déu kich dong va
minh tr chéi trd 161 bat ¢t cau héi nao cho dén khi Bill tdi.”

“Cau dién roi,” Phoebe 16n tiéng. “Cau dang bay tro quai gi vay?”

Vé tinh quai loé 1én trong d6i mat den lay cia Anne. “That sy ma ndi,
minh khong nghi ho sé tim ra cai két, va néu khong nho tay trung si dé, ho
cling chang thay dau.” Co6 nhun vai. “Chét tiét, cadc cau biét minh ma. Minh
ludén c6 phwong an dy phong, trong treong hop can dung.”

Diana rén ri. “Cau dung la dién. U6c gi cau nghiém tic dwgc mot chuit.
Chida md6i hiéu suy nghi ctia cau. Thé cau khong muén ho tim ra thi¢ gi?”

“Khong qua khung khiép dau,” Anne ung dung néi. “Mat hodc hai tai
liéu ki la ma ro rang khong nén nam trong tay minh thoi.”

“Hirm,” Phoebe noéi. “Minh khong hiéu noi vi sao cau van tGi dé dé chiu
hanh ha. Con kinh khung hon nhitng gi Walsh ti'ng lam v&i minh va lao thi
chang bao gio ngirng lai du chi mot phut.”

Anne nhép rugu, nhin hét nguwdi nay dén ngudi kia vdi nét cuoi trong doi
mat. “Cau khong c6 quan at cha bai nhv minh. Bill da lam qua t6t. Cau
phai chitng kién tan mat co. Walsh da titc dén suyt 6i mau khi cudi cung
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anh ay ciing xuat hién. Anh 4y con mdc b vest soc nita chit.” C6 cham nhe
1én mat va quan sat gwong mat Diana qua hang mi wét. Ban c6 van con rat
cang thang.

“Cau coi day la tro dua ha?” Diana nat no. “Minh sé khong qua ban tam,
néu khong phai sap tdi lwgt minh bi s& gdy. Cau that ngu ngéc, biét khong
ha?”

Anne lac dau. “Ho lam gi cau dugc?”

Diana thé dai. “That sw cling chang cé gi, ngoai trit viéc minh da ty bién
ban than thanh con khén ngu don.” Co6 cwdi buon. “Minh von hi vong cac
cau sé chang bao gid phat hién ra. Viéc d6 khién minh hét nhv mot con
ngoc, that day.”

“Theé thi han phai té lam,” Anne nhe nhang néi.

Phoebe ng6i xdm xudng, quay lung vé phia 10 swdi. “Khong thé té hon
chang phi cong tré cua Anne dugc, ding chit?” Co nhin ban va cuoi khuc
khich. “Cau c6 nhé cau ta khong? Van con mun tritng ca tudi day thi ay
nhi. Cau van nghi thang bé d6 la ngwoi tinh tuyét nhat trong su6t maét tuan
lién.”

Vtra trdi qua con kich dong, Anne lién sdc th regu cay nong qua mdii.
C6 thd déc vi dau va bubn cuodi. “Y cau 1a Wayne Gibbons? Phiit 1am lac
nhat thdi théi, minh cam doan ddy. Chinh thai do toan tdm toan y vdi cong
viéc cua cau ta da thu hut minh.”

“U, nhung 16t cudc viéc cau ta mudn 1am 1a gi thé? Cau ching héo hon
mai khi cdu ta roi di ddy théi.”

Anne chdm cham d6i mat gian giua nuwéc vi cwoi. “Cau biét gio cau ta
dang theo mot khoa hoc @ Nga chi? Minh nhan dvgc mot la thw cach day
khong 1au lam, dai dong va nhat nhéo, chi tap trung nhan manh vé chitng
tdo bon cua cau ta. Minh doan, han cau ta da khong an chit rau xanh nao ké
tir Giang sinh.” Co6 rung minh. “Chtia md&i biét nhw thé thi dam tritng ca kia
sé ra sao.” CO quay sang va cuwdi nhan nhd vGi Diana. “Khong thé té hon
lan Phoebe quan nhau bén cai ao lang v6i nguwdi phu nir 16 bich tén Dilys
Barnes do dau. Con mu c6 di&a con gai choi tro ngudoi 16n trong bui ram
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nha ching ta dy. Chac chan la thé. Phoebe that sy trong khong khéac gi mot
a ngd ngan.”

Du dang tam trang, Diana ciing phai bat cuwoi. “w, vu do6 hai that.” Co
nhin gwong mat mim cuwoi cua Phoebe. “Dang 1é cau khong nén danh nhau
vdi c6 ta khi dang quan sarong.”

“Lam sao minh biét ¢6 ta dinh gdy sy v&i minh chit?” Phoebe phan déi.
“V0i ca, that sy khong phai a Barnes kéo sarong cua minh dau. La Hedges
ddy. N6 thich chi chay tung tang vdi tdm vai chét tiét d6 giita hai ham
rang.”

Nguoi Anne rung 1én vi tran cwdi trit bé moi cang thang. “Chinh la canh
deo tng va ram rap di vao, mat may bam tim, nguwc ndy tuwng tung va chi
mac doc mét chiéc quan con ddy. Lay Chua, buén cuwdi chét mat. Minh wéc
gi dugc chirng kién tran danh do6. Va du gi, tai sao cau lai di ing khi dang
quan sarong vay?”

Mat Phoebe 1ap lanh. “Tai troi néng qua, va minh muo6n 1ay mot it rong
1a liéu, nén mai di ung. Con mu ngu xuan. Co ta vira bo chay vira gao toang
1én. Minh nghf, c6 ta twdng minh quang céi khan di dé hap diém co ta.” Co
dap nhe tay vao dau goi Diana. “Néu cau 1& bién ban than thanh tro cwoi,
thi cling chang phdi tan thé dau.”

“Pung 1a bién ban than thanh trd cuwoi that,” Diana néi. “Oi, chét tiét!
Minh sé khong bao gio quén dwgc mat. Xau ho chét di duge. Ciling béi
minh ty tin ban than c6 6c phan xét t6t véi nhitng chuyén thé nay nén mai
ban tam dén vay.”

Anne va Phoebe nhin nhau thac mac. “Ké bon minh nghe di,” Phoebe
thuc giuc.

Diana vui dau gitta hai ban tay. “Minh bi thuyét phuc tham gia vao mot
vu hgp tac lam an véi mudi nghin bang,” c6 1am bam. “Khoéng tinh dén
nhitng thiét hai khac thi mot nira so tién tiét kiém ctua minh da di tong.”

Anne thot 1én vé thong cam. “That kinh khung. Khéng cé co hoi lay lai
a?’
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“Khong. Han chudn r6i.” Co day day méi dwdi. “Tw cai cach canh sat bu
vao dong thu tir cia minh, c6 1€ ho nghi da tim thay xac han trong ham tri
dong nha chung ta.”

“Oi, lay Chua!” Phoebe kich dong thét 1én. “Hén gi Lizzie lo 1ing thé.
Han la ai?”

“Daniel Thompson. Han 1dy dwgc tén minh tit chuyén vién tw van thiét
ké & Winchester, nguwdi da gitip minh trong vu van phong thi chinh dy. Han
la mot ki sw, song ¢ East Deller. Cac cau da gap han lan nao chwa?”

Phoebe lac dau. “Lé ra cau nén bao canh sat tr 1au r6i mdi phéi. Theo
minh thi cé vé cau da bi cai tén kinh tém ay lira r6i.”

“Khong,” Diana mét moi noéi, nhin cham cham vao ban tay. “Khong phai
Itra ddo. Minh dau tw vao cong viéc lam an cua han, tat cd déu hop phap va
khong c6 gi phai gidu giém. Nhung do bé, cung vdi tién cia minh. Gid nghi
lai, chac minh bi dién ro6i, nhung khi d6, minh thay y twéng dy kha hay ho.
Néu moi viéc thanh céng thi sé trd thanh mot cudc cach mang trong thiét ké
noi that.”

“Tai sao cau khong ké véi tui minh?”

“Minh da dinh ké, nhung sy viéc xdy ra vao thang Giéng, ding cai tuan
cd hai cau di vang ay. Vao phit cudi lai c6 thém mot nguwdi ting hd, va minh
chi c6 hai tw gio dé suy nghi ki thoi. Lic cac cau vé thi minh da quén béng
mat, roi moi sy bat dau d6 bé va minh quyét dinh gi* im lang. Minh sé
chang cho cac cau biét dau néu canh sat khong phat hién ra.”

“Cong viéc lam an do la gi?”

Diana rén lén. “Cac cau sé cwoi minh mat.”

“Khong, khong cwoi dau ma.”

Co tritng mat hung ton nhin ho. “Cwdi thi bép c6 nhé.” Roi ndi. “Lo suéi
trong sudt.”
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Ké ndp trong vuon gio dang thu dam va ngay ngat triede khoai cam do viéc
rinh mo mang lai. Pa bao lan ga theo doi 1 diém nay, rinh mo ching, va
nhin ching tran truéng? Co6 lan ga con lén vao nha. Ban tay ga di chuyén
cang lic cang dién cuéng. V&i mot con rung minh co giat, ga 1én dinh va
phong tinh vao khan tay. Ga 4p miéng vai wét sting 1én mat dé ngan tiéng
croi khung khuc.

“Minh di ngt day,” Anne noi, dat ly regu 1én khay bang diéu bd can than
qua mic khi da chénh choang. “Minh say bi ti réi. Minh tinh nguyén don
dep vao sang mai, dém nay thi xin kiéu. Minh sé lam v& d6 mat,” co
nghiém nghi giai thich.

“T6i nay co da an gi chwa ddy, co Cattrell?” Molly hdi.

“Chua gi ca.”

Molly gian dit Idm bam. “T6i sé phai no6i cho ra 1é vé6i lao thanh tra ay
vao sang mai. Xem cai cach ldo do6i xi kia.”

Anne dung lai trén duwong di ra. “Ho c6 mang vao cho td6i mot cai
sandwich bo muoi,” c6 thanh that dap. “Nhung t6i khong thich lam. Thit bo
muoi lam sao dy.” Co6 nghi mot thoang. “N6 am nhung lai bé toi. Lam toi
nhé dén cit chd.” Va co phay tay roi di mat.

Diana vtra gic ly 1én miéng dé gidu nu cuwdi vira quan sat phan @ng cta
Molly. Pa tdm nam chiu dyng kiéu néi nang bat can ay, nhung Molly van
rat nhay cam.

Anne udng nuwéc trong nha bép, 1dy mot qua chudi tir khay hoa qua va
tho than vira di vira an, budc qua sanh réi xudi xudng hanh lang. Co6 bat den
trong phong khach, vui swéng ngoi thup xuong ghé banh, ném thang vé
chubi vao gioé dung rac. Coé ngbi dé mot lic, bé ndo yéu 6t gan nhw ngirng
hoat dong, trong khi nuwéc loc dan at di tdc dong cia con. Sau ntra gio, c6
bat dau cam thay dd hon.

Mot ngay dang nhé! Co da lo s6t vé ¢ s@ canh sat, khong biét Jon cé
nhan ra am hiéu cia minh khong. Gio nghi lai, c6 1é sy hodng so ay la
khong can thiét. Liéu McLoughlin cé nhay bén dén thé? Chac la khong roi.
Can phong da bi cac chuyén gia luc soat tw hai, ba nam trudc, khi co quan
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dac vu nghi ngd c6 s& hitu mot tai liéu tudn ra tr BO Quoc phong. Ho da
tim thay cai két nhuwng khong biét cho gidu do bi mat dang sau. Co xoa xoa
doi mat. Jon thi tham rang, thang bé da bo cai phong bi ngoai ritng, mot noi
an toan sé chang bao gid bi tim thdy. Néu ding thé, c6 bi cam do trudc suy
nghi hay ci¢ dé lai do, du “d6” cé la noi nao di nita. Anne khong héi chi
tiét. Co luon thay mau thuan moi lan nghi vé chiéc phong bi. Lay Chua, c6
dung la ngu ngoc. Nhung by gio, y twéng chup lai ndm mo6 bang gach té
hai ay lai c6 vé hgp ly. Co6 tw dam vao dau. Néu Jon ma ra thi sao? Nhung
thang bé khong ma@, co khang khang ti nhu nhw vay. Nhin 4nh mat thang
bé, c6 c6 thé chac chan n6 khong mé. Nhung néu né da mé thi sao? Co
gian dir gat di y nghi ay.

McLoughlin khién c6 bi am anh dén byc bgi. Co6 nghi mai vé anh ta, lo
ngai vé anh ta, nhuw cdi lwdi ct suc sao quanh chiéc rang lung lay. Hanh
dong trudce 1o suwdi thi sao? Phai chang chi la vo boc che day hitng thu cua
anh ta v@i cai két? Co da quan sat gwong mat anh, va chi thay noi dau khon
xiét. Nhung biéu cdm sau cung ciling chi la biéu cam. Co lai dui mat. Gia
nhw. Gid nhuw gia nhuw. Cé mot tiéng thét bén trong co, mot tiéng thét vira
vang vong lai cling lang cam nhw sy im ang bao trum ca khong gian rong
16n. Liéu cudc doi c6 c6 mai mai la mot chuoi nhitng ‘gia nhuw’ khong?

MGt tiéng go sac lanh trén khung ctra kiéu Phap.

Anne giat minh hat vang tay ra va dap co tay vao chi€c ban nhé bén
dudi. Co quay phat lai, xoa ndn choé dau, mat cang ra nhin khoang khéng
den tham cua man dém. Mot guwong mat gi sat vao khung cira, ban tay
khum lai che chan cho d6i mat trwdc anh sang ctia nhitng ngon dén trong
phong. So hai va tic gian theo nhau kéo dén. Ki tc vé mui nuwdc tiéu khai
nong lai choan day hai 16 mdi.

“T6i c6 lam c6 sg khong?” Thay Anne khong ditng day, McLoughlin tw
day mé khung ctra khong khoa.

“Anh lam t6i thdy soc thi ding hon.”

“T6i xin 16i.” Anh cling c6 nghi tGi phan tng ay.
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“Sao anh khong vao bang ctra tredc?” Moi ¢o bot di nhw khéng con giot
mau nao.

“T6i khong muén lam phién Maybury.” McLoughlin khép ctra lai sau
lvng. “Phong ngt cta co ay da sang den. Co ay sé phai xuéng tang dé ma
ctra cho t6i.”

“Chung t6i déu c6 chudng riéng. Néu anh nhan cai c6 dan chit Anne, to6i
sé la ngwoi duy nhat nghe thay.” Nhung anh biét diéu do roi, ding khong?

“T6i c6 thé ngoi xuéng chir?”

“Khong,” Anne thang thirng dap. McLoughlin nhtin vai va budc vé phia
10 swai. “Thoi dugce réi, ngoi xuong di. Anh dang lam gi & day vay?

Anh khong ngoi xuéng. “T6i mudn noi chuyén véi co.”

“Ve céi gi?”

“Bat ctr cai gi. Vé sy vinh vién. Robert Burns. Két an toan.” Anh ngirng
lai. “Vi sao 0 lai s¢ toi nhu thé?”

Anh cam thdy gwong mat c6 chang thé bién sac hon duwgc nita. C6 khong
trd 10i. Anh ra dau vé phia 10 swéi. “Cho phép t6i nhé?” Anh coi sy im lang
cta c0 la dong y va gat miéng Op go soOi sang mot bén. “Ai d6 da ¢ day
tredc toi. Co phai khong?” Anh nhin c6. “Khong, khong phéi c6. Ai do
khac co.” Anh siét chat chiéc tay nam bang crém va giat manh. Qua manh.
Jonathan da quén cai choét lai nén chiéc két lao thang ra ngoai, khién
McLoughlin loang choang lui vé sau. Khé cwdi, anh dit n6 xuong san va hé
mat nhin vao 16 hong trong rong bén trong. “Co sé cho t6i biét c6 gi trong
do6 chi?”

“Khong.”

“Hodc ai la nguoi da lay thi trong do6 di?”

“Khong.”

Anh vu6t nhitng ngén tay doc theo canh bén ctia chiéc két va xac dinh
dwgc cho chot. “Rat gon ghé.” Anh xoay noé lai roi day vé vi tri cli. “Co
dong ma hoi thwong xuyén qua khién ban 1é bi mon di.” McLoughlin chi
vao canh dudi ctra két. “No khong con khdp v6i mat 10 swdi niva. Lé ra th
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nay nén dugc dat trén mot tam do bang bé tong. Gach khong 6n 1am, ching
qua mém, qua dé v0.” Anh trugt van 6p vé vi tri va ngoi xuong chiéc ghé
doi dién co. “Lai 1a cong sttc cia c6 Maybury phai khéng?” Anh wém hoi.

Co0 10 di. “Lam sao anh biét mat 10 swdi khong khit?” Méi c6 da hoi hong
tro lai.!

“T6i khong hé biét, cho dén vira xong, khi m@ van 6p. Du la ai thi nguoi
dé cling day chiéc két bat can hon c6 nhiéu. Chot cai hoi long 1éo, chac la
dang voi. Co6 gi trong do vay?”

“Khong gi ca. Anh chi khéo twéng twgng.”

Ho ng6i d6 im lang nhin nhau.

“Sao?” Cu6i cung Anne ciing lén tiéng gang hoi.

“Sao cai gi?”

“Anh dinh lam gi vGi phat hién d6?”

“0, t6i khong biét. Tim hiéu ai 1a nguwdi da 16i thi bén trong di, t6i nghi
thé, va héi ngudi dy vai cau. Chac khong qua khé khan. Khoanh ving ciing
dau rong lam, nhi?”

“Két cudc, anh sé ti bién minh thanh tro hé thoi,” Anne mia mai. “Chanh
thanh tra da 1énh cho mét canh sat canh ¢ day su6t khodng thdi gian toi di
khoéi.” McLoughlin thdy ¢6 cuén hit hon moi khi cong kich. “Sao lai c6
nguoi t¢i day luc loi cai két duwge chit? Chac né tu long ra.”

“Po chinh la nguyén nhan vi sao nguwoi do phai voi vang,” McLoughlin
chi dap c6 vay. Anh ngoi sdu vao long ghé va twa cam 1én hai ban tay dan
vao nhau.

“T6i chang con gi dé ndi véi anh. Chi t6 phi thoi gio cda ca hai.”

McLoughlin nhim mét lai. “O, cd c6 nhiéu diéu dé ké day ch,” anh 1am
bam. “Vi sao c6 dén Streech. Vi sao ba Phillips lai goi day 1a mot phao dai.
Vi sao c6 c6 nhitng con 4&c mong vé cai chét.” Anh hé mat nhin co. “Vi sao
6 lai hoang sg khi ching t6i dé cap dén cai két, va vi sao cd huéng sw chi
y ctia canh sat sang cho khac.”

“Fred cho anh vao a?”
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“Khong, t0i treo qua btrc twong phia sau.”

Po6i mat c6 vo cung canh gidc. “Vi sao anh lam thé?”

Anh nhtn vai. “C6 cd dam phoéng vién treéc cong nha co. Toi khong
muon ngwoi ta biét minh vao day.”

“Walsh ct anh dén a?”

Dau c6 cang nhw day dan. Anh vwon tay ra dé nam lay ban tay c6, man
mé nhitng ngdén tay mot thoang trwdc khi buong ching ra. “Toi khong phai
ké thu caa em, Cattrell a.”

Mot nu cuoi thoang nd tren moi co. “Toi ca dé la cau Brutus da néi khi
thoc dao vao nguwdi Caesar. Toi khong phaéi ké thu cua 6ng, Caesar a, chét
tiét, ong ban gia, khong phdi thu odn cd nhan gi hét, chang qua t6i yéu
Rome hon ma théi.” Co ditng day va di vé phia ctra s6. “Néu anh khong
phai ké thu cua t6i, McLoughlin, thi hay tha cho t6i, tha cho tat ca chiing
toi va di tim tén giét nguwdi & cho khac ay.”

Vang trang dang rot thit anh sang bang bac lung linh xuéng khu vuon.
Anne ti tran vao khung ctta kinh lanh 1éo va chiém nguwdng canh sac tuyét
dep bén ngoai. Nhitng bong hong den vdi quang sang bac, bai co lap lanh
twa mat bién. Mot cdy liéu ra éo la nhw than van, 14 canh 6ng anh giang
giang.

“Nhuwng anh khong thé lam thé, phai khong? Anh la canh sat va anh yéu
cong ly hon tat thdy.”

“Lam sao toi c6 thé trd 10i cau nay day?” Anh tréu choc c6. “Pé chi la
gia thuyét, va duva trén nhitng hiéu biét sai lam. T6i thong cam vdi sy trd
thu ca nhan. Ban sang, t6i da néi véi em roi day.”

Co chgt mim cuoi. “Anh dang mudn noi, anh sé khong bat gitt Fred va
Molly vi ti giét Donaghue day a?”

“Khéng. Toi van sé bat giit ho.”

Co0 ngac nhién nhin anh. “Cau tra 1oi thanh that hon t6i mong dgi ddy.”

“Toi khong c6 lya chon nao khac,” McLoughlin than nhién dap. “Ho
muon bi bat gitt. Ho ngo6i & do6 véi cai xac, chd canh sat dén.”
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“T6i hiéu.” Anne mim cudi yéu 6t. “Anh van sé bat giit ho va nhé may
giot nidc mat ca siu trong khi thue thi chite trach. Mot cach tuyét voi dé
xoa diu lvong tam, phai khong?”

McLoughlin ding 1én va bwdc tdi, nhin xuéng guwong mat Anne. “Em da
giup t6i.” Anh dat tay lén vai c6. “T6i muon giup em. Nhung t6i khong thé
lam thé néu em khong chiu tin t6i.”

Anh ta trong sang dén dang nguyén rua, véi vé xdo tra day nghé thuat.
Tiéc la, dau chi minh anh ta biét lam tro, c6 cwoi hoa nha. “Tin to6i di,
McLoughlin, t6i khong can sy gitip do cta anh. Toi vo t0i, chang dinh liu
gi dén tw thu cad nhan hay giét ngudi ca. To6i ngdy tho vo tdi nhuw mot diva
tré so sinh vay.”

Bong nhién, anh nhac bong c6 1én nhw thé c6 chi la mot con bup bé bang
vai, va xoay vé phia anh dén, cham chu quan sat tirng chi tiét trén guong
mdt von khong c6 gi qua dac biét. Co s hitu nhitng nét cwdi quanh mat va
miéng, vai nép nhan trén tran, nhung chang c6 moi de doa nao an trong doi
mat den lay, khong mot biéu hién nao cho thay c6 dang che gidu bi mat gi
xdu xa. Lan da c6 thodng hvong hoa héng. Anh buéng mét tay va mon trén
doc theo duwong cong trén ham va xud6i xuéng phan c6 mém mai réi tha c6
ra, cling dot ngot nhuw lic bong 1én. “Em c6 thién han ta khong?”

Co khong ngo anh sé noi thé. “Khong,” co6 vuot thang tay ao.

“Em c6 thé néi déi khong chép mat,” anh lam bam. “Va tdi chang tai nao
nhan ra.”

“DPo la bdi ti noéi sy that. Sao anh lai thay khé tin nhw vay nhi?”

“B@i vi...” anh gam gwr gian dit. “Thang nho chét tiét cua toi gio dang
muon lam cha va noi them khat thé xac khé ma coi 1a thudc do ctaa suw
trong sang.”

Anne liéc xudng va cuwdi ngat nghéo. “T6i thay van dé cua anh roi. Gio
anh dinh lam gi v6i no6 vay?”

“Em noéi xem. Tam nuwdc lanh?”

“Lay Chua, khong. Han do6 sé la giai phap cia Molly. L&i khuyén cua toi
1a, thay ngia thi gai.”
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“Sé tuyét hon néu em gai né day.”

Do6i mat den cda c6 14p lanh. “Anh c6 y thitc dwgc rang minh phai an gi
dé khong day?”

“An roi, xtic xich va khoai tdy chién khoang nam gi& trudce.”

“Um, tdi dang d6i ngdu day. Tdi chwa dn gi tir bita trea. Cé mot quay ban
d6 an nhanh kiéu An cach day vai cay s6. Anh c6 hing thi thdo luan cac
lwva chon ctia minh trong Itic danh chén mot bat Vindaloo* khong?”

Anh dwa tay l1én vudt nhitng lon téc xoan trén gay c6. Ham muén cham
vao c6 hét nhu chat kich thich. Chac anh dién r6i, anh khong tin mét tir nao
c0 no6i, nhung anh chang thé ngan ban than lai dugc.

Co nhan ra ham muén d6 qua déi mat anh. “T6i khong phai kiéu nguoi
hgp v6i anh dau, McLoughlin,” c6 canh bao. “T6i ich ki, c6 chap va luon ty
cho minh la trung tam. Toi thich doc lap, khong du kha nang duy tri cac
moi quan hé va thwong khong chung thuy lam. T6i ghét tré con, ghét lam
viéc nha va khong biét nau an. T6i la mot ké trwdng gia theo dudi nhitng
triét 1y khong theo 16i thwong va la ngudi thudce phe canh ta. T6i kho thich
nghi, bdi toi dé ling ting. T6i hut thudc nhw kéo bé, thwong xuyén tho 16
v6i nguoi khac, thdy ghé tdm trudc viéc lam dom va danh ram rat to trén
givong.”

Anh thé tay xuéng va nhe rang cuoi. “Va diém cong la?”

“Chang c6 diém cong nao ca,” cd dot nhién trd nén nghiém tic. “Khong
phadi véi anh. T6i sé nhanh chan théi, Itic nao cling thé. Khi ngudi hay ho
hon xuét hién, va chuyén dé sé xay ra thoi, to6i sé da anh nhw bao nguoi
khac. Thinh thoang, ching ta ciing c6 nhitng cuoc may mua vui vé, nhung
anh sé phai trd gia dat bang cdm xtc cua chinh minh cho th¢ anh c6 thé
mua dwgc trén pho dén do & Southampton ma chang can rang budc gi. Anh
c6 chac minh muén thé khong?”

Anh tram ngam nhin ¢6. “Lan nao em ciing khién ngwoi khac mat hitng
nhuw thé, hay moi minh t6i dugc hwéng dac an do thoi?”

C06 mim cwoi. “Chuyén thwong ma. To6i mudn thang than.”

“Thé ti 1€ bé cudc & giai doan nay la bao nhiéu?”
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“Thap,” co rau 11 no6i. “Vai ngudi khon ngoan thi bo chay. Nhitng ngudi
con lai van dam dau vao vi nghi ho sé cai tao dugc to6i. Nhung c6 duge dau.
Anh ciing thé.” C06 nhin biéu cam cta anh. “Sg r6i phai khéng?”

“Cha, toi khong thé no6i la minh qua thich thd dwgc,” anh thira nhan.
“Nghe kinh khiing nhw m6i quan hé cua toi vdi vg vay, tri don, ngot ngat va
chang dan dén dau. T6i khong biét em lai c6 suy nghi hep hoi nhu thé. Hay
thém cd ‘sg bi kham pha’ sau ‘ich ki, c6 chap va luon ti cho minh la trung
tam’ di. To6i cam doan ti 1é bd cudc trwde khi quan hé sé khién em ngac
nhién day.” Anh cam lay canh tay c6 va dan c6 vé phia ctra so.

“Pi an nao,” anh noéi. “T6i thwong phan doan t6t hon véi mot cai bung
no. Roi t6i sé quyét dinh xem liéu minh c6 mudn gieo hat xuéng vung dat
kho can nay khong.”

Co giat phang ra. “Bi ma ty swéng ay, McLoughlin.”

“So roi phai khong, Cattrell?”

Co bat cuoi. “T6i tat dién da.” Co quay trd lai phia civa va tat den, khién
ca can phong chim vao bong t6i. Anh lay dén pin ra, dgi canh cita s6. Co6
khéo 1éo tranh chiéc ban nho bay bitc twgng mét nguwdi phu nit khoa than
bang dong. “To6i ddy,” c¢6 ndi. “Khi con la thiéu nit 17 tudi, t6i da két than
vd&i mot chang thg diéu khac trong suot mot ki nghi ¢ truong.”

Anh gio dén pin 1én va hitng thd chiém nguwong birc twong. “Pep day,”
anh tan thudng.

Co cuwoi khuc khich khi theo anh ra ngoai. “Than hinh hay nghé thuat
diéu khac?”

“Céa hai. Em khong khoa ctra nay a?” Anh hoi va dong chung lai.

“To6i khong thé, khong khoa duogc tir bén ngoai. Ching sé 6n thoi.”

McLoughlin dat ban tay 1én gdy Anne cung c6 bang qua san dén bai cé.
Mot con cu riuc 1én phia xa xa. Anh ngoadi lai nhin ng6i nha dé xac dinh vi
tri va dan c6 chéch sang bén trai. “Loi nay,” anh lia dén vé trudc. “T6i do
xe trén phan duong chay quanh géc nay.” Nhitng ngén tay anh cdm nhan
dugc sy cang thang trén lan da c6. Ho buwéc di trong im lang cho dén khi tGi
duwgc phan dat ritng tiép gidp v6i bai cé. Phia xa bén trai ho, c6 gi d6 chay
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soan soat trén mat dat. Anne noi hét da ga vi sg, thé bao bau vao ngudi
McLoughlin.

“Lay Chta,” anh cau nhau, lia den qua nhitng than cay. “Co6 chuyén gi
vGi em vay?”

“Khong c6 gi.”

“Khong c6 gi?” Anh soi dén vao mat co, dot nhién trd nén gian dit. “Em
tw chén vui ban than khi dang con song, dueng md6t hang thép gai xung
quanh minh, va em bao la khong c6 gi sao? Co ta khong xing dang. Em
khong thay thé u? C6 ta da lam dugc cai quai gi khién em phai hi sinh ca
cudc doi minh co cht? Vi Chaa, em thich chét dan chét mon nhu thé lam
a? Pa c6 chuyén gi xdy ra véi Anne Cattrell, ngwoi tirng quyén rii chang
thg diéu khac trong ki nghi & trvong thé ha? Cai gai trong mat chinh phd,
ngwoi da mot tay lam muwa lam gié & B6 Quoc phong dau mat r6i?”

Co gat cay den ra va ham rang thoang sang len khi mim cuwoi. “Quan hé
nay ma lau bén thi vui lam day, McLoughlin... Nhung t6i da bao anh dirng
co thay doi t6i r6i ma.”

Co0 di nhanh dén mitc anh dén ctia anh khong sao theo kip.
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Anh dé c6 di va quay trd lai xe. Anh biét, du minh c6 dudi theo di chang
nita, khung ctra so cting da khoa lai roi. Anh vira hoi tiéc lai vira nhe nhom,
nhr mét ké mudn ty sat dang choi Rulet Nga* thi nghe thay tiéng bép co
trong mot can phong trong. S canh sat day ray nhitng ngwoi phu nit muén
an ui anh. Pung la dién khi tim kiém diéu dé tv co6, chang khac nao chia
sung vao thai dwong ca. Anh gian dit ddp manh vao may nhanh cay gan do
lam rach toac cd mép ban tay. Anh mit phan mau ban va chwi thé. Minh
that té hai, anh nghi tham. Anh can uéng mot ly.

MGt tiéng cu rac that thanh. Tw dau dé, tit phia xa, McLoughlin nghi 1a
c6 nhitng giong noéi. Anh quay dau lai, nhuwng vay xung quanh chi 1a sy im
lang mit mung cia dém den. Anh nhiin vai va bugc tiép. Lan nay, am thanh
dé6 lai vong dén, méng manh nhu to. Phéi chang la twéng twong? Pau anh
ram ran nhitc nhéi. Quy tha ma bat nguwdi phu nit dé di, anh tham nghi. Néu
anh tré lai, chac c6 sé cwoi vao mat anh mat.

Lic dén hién nha, McLoughlin van nguyén rua ban than vi t bién minh
thanh thang ngoc. Khong thay ai, ngdi nha chim trong béng t6i. Chac Anne
da cuén minh trén giwvdong roi. Anh lia dén trén nhitng phién da lat roi chiéu
l1én khung ctra kiéu Phap khép h@, cudi cung chau may bwéc t6i, roi den
vao bén trong. Anh thdy Anne gan nhw ngay 1ap titc, twdng rang c6 da ngu
thiép di cho dén khi nhin thdy mau w6t dam mang t6c min nhw nhung trén
dau.

Sau khoanh khac té liét vi s6c, anh nhdy vao trong vGi téc do nhanh dén
mutc twdng nhv thoi gian cling trd nén co gian. Trong vong muoi giay,
ngwoi anh wét dam, du binh thuong c6 lam viéc tich cwe cling hiém khi do
mo hoi nhiéu dén thé. Nho anh sang tir cdy dén pin, anh tim thdy mot chiéc
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den ban, bat né lIén va quy xudng bén c6. Anh ¢6 cdm nhan mach mau trén
c6 Anne, nhung bat Iyc. Cling khong thay tiéng tim dap. Hét sic khé
khang, anh 1at ngtra co thé nhé nhan 4y lai, lach ban tay xudng dwéi co, bop
chadt mi co6 va bat dau ho hap nhan tao. Anh can dwgc gitp d&. Mot phan
bd ndo con tinh tdo gitip anh xoay lai, 16i theo ca co thé té liét cia minh.
Anh c6 cam giac ban chan dang gio vé phia chiéc ban bay twgng dong. Anh
da cham téi né. Trong lc tiép tuc déu dan ho hap cho co, anh dap mot cu
ra sau khién birc twgng dong nang trich va vao khung ctta s6. LG&p kinh ban
tung toe ra khoang san, pha tan dém den tinh lang, khién Benson va Hedges
1ap tic sua vang len & mot phia khac cua ngoi nha. Anh tuyét vong nhan ra
Anne chang c6 bién chuyén gi. Gwong mat van tdi mét, lan mo6i xanh tim.
Anh don hét strc vao hai ban tay dat trén nguc co dé ép xuong, hai canh tay
dudi thang. Anh ho hoéan goi gitup d&. Sau nam lan ép tim ngoai 16ng nguc,
anh lai ho hap bang miéng, roi tiép tuc ép tim. DBén dgt thit ba, anh thiy
Jonathan 4p tay lén chiéc c6 tai dai cia Anne va cAm nhan mach dap.

“Ho6 hap cho di dy thém mot hoi nita,” Jonathan néi. “C6é mach nhung
yéu 1&m. Tui caa con, me oi. O trong sanh.”

McLoughlin thoi thém mot hoi nita vao phoi Anne, va lan nay, khi anh
quay dau lai dé quan sat thi nguc c6 da yéu 6t phap phong.

“Tiép tuc di,” Jonathan noéi. “Nam gidy mot hoi cho dén khi di ay thé lai
binh thwong. Chud dang lam t6t 1am.” Cau dén lay chiéc tdi tr Phoebe, mat
co da trang béch. “Lay thém vai cai chan nita a,” Jonathan ddn me. “Tui
chuwdm nong, bat c@ thit gi c6 thé gitt am cho di ay. Va goi xe cap ciu.”
Cau 1ay 6ng nghe ra, cdi so mi cia Anne va nghe nhip tim. “Tuyét voi,”
cau nhiét tinh néi. “Du yéu, nhwng dap lai r6i.” Cau véo nhe ma co6 va nhe
nhom khi thdy dong mau bén trong co thé t* tt nhuém 1én d6 sac hong
nhan nhat. Hoi thé ctia Anne da déu hon. Jonathan khé day McLoughlin ra.
“Pugc r6i,” cau noi. “Chau nghi gio di ay cé thé ty thd dwgc binh thwong.
Chung ta sé dwa di ay vé tw thé hoéi sitc.” Vi sy gitip do cua vién trung si,
cau kéo canh tay c6 qua co hoanh, r6i lan c6 vé phia trwdc, nhe nhang lat
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nguwoi c6 nam nghiéng sang mot bén, gdp khuyu tay va dau g6i lai. Hoi thé
ctia Anne tuy cham nhung da déu dan. Co 1am bam gi d6 va md& mat.

“Nay, McLoughlin,” c6 néi ro rang tredc khi ngap va ngu thiép di.

Guong mdt McLoughlin rong rong mo héi. Anh ngoi trd lai, 1ay ong tay
ao quét ngang tran. “Cau khong thé cho c6 ay dung thudc gi sao?”

“Chang c6 gi ca. Chau van chua phai la bac si. Bung lo. Di dy dang dan
on dinh.”

McLoughlin chi vé phan t6c dam mau. “Co dy c6 thé bi ran xwong so.

Phoebe ldng 1€ tién vao v&i mot chong chan, va dap 1én nguwoi Anne. Co
dat tii chwdm nong bén chan ban. “Diana dang goi xe cap ctitu. Jane chay
di danh thitc Fred dé mé cong.” C6 ngoi xom xudng canh dau Anne. “Di ay
sé on ca chi?”

“Con khong...” Jonathan tra 1oi.

“Con gai c6 ¢ bén ngoai a?” McLoughlin cat ngang, ldo ddo dirng day.

Phoebe cham cham nhin anh. “Con bé tGi ché Fred. Ho khong mac dién
thoai.”

“Co ai di vdi c6 bé khong?”

Guong mat Phoebe trd nén xam ngoét. “Khong.”

“Lay Chua t6i!” McLoughlin chti thé, lao qua ngudi co. “Lay Chua, goi
ngay cho canh sat, bdo ho dwa nguwdi 1én day. Toi khong mudn phai ty x ly
mot thang dién chét tiét.” Anh hét vé phia ho khi chay ra hanh lang. “Béo
ho c6 ai d6 da co giét ban c6 va cé thé dang di theo con gai c6. Bao ho
nhanh chan lén.”

Anh chay qua Diana va lao ra ctta treéc, moé hoi tré nén lanh bu6t trong
dém. Tt day dén cong khodng ntta ciy s6 va anh doan Jane mdi chi di
tredc anh vai phiat. Anh sai chan hét téc lyc. Hai phit la qua da dé giét mot
nguwoi phu nit, tham chi chi can dén mot gidy néu tang thang vao phan
xuwong so khong co gi che chan. Li di tdi den nhw myc. Nhitng tan cay phu
day trén dau cung dam bui rdm chan lai ca may tia sang yéu &t nhat tir vang
trang mo mit. Anh nguyén raa ban than vi khong cam theo dén pin khi vo
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tinh vap phdi ddm canh 1a rdm rap canh 16i di. Anh lai chay tiép, men theo
mép dwong va lan phwong hwéng, déi mat cang ra dé quen dan vdi bong
toi. Phai mat vai gidy, anh md&i nhan ra diém vang nhdy nhét phia trudc
minh mét quang la &nh den pin. Loi di thang dan.

“Jane!” Anh hét 1én. “Dtng lai! Cho & d6.” Anh chay ram rap.

Cay dén quay lai chia thing vé phia anh. Anh séng chao dao nhu thé ban
tay cam den dang run ray.

“Chu la canh sat,” anh hé 1én, hai 14 phoi rat béng. “Pirng lai dé.”

Anh buéc cham dan khi tién gan t6i cho co bé, hai tay gio ra phia truéc,
nguwc dau nhéi. Anh dén nhdy mua dién cudng va quét khip mat
McLoughlin khién anh 16a mat. Anh méc thé nganh tr tii quan ra, gio né
tGi tredc nhw mot tdm bua ho ménh. Anh rén ri, chong tay 1én goi, cii gap
nguoi va thd hong hoc.

“C... c6 chuyén gi thé a?” Jane lap bap bang cai giong the thé, hoang
hot.

“Khong cé gi,” anh ditng thang ngudi day. “Chu nghi chau khong nén di
mot minh, chi thé thoi. Chau cé thé soi dén xudng dat khong? Chau lam
chu chong madt qua.”

“Chau xin 10i,” Jane tha tay xuéng. Anh nhan thdy c6 bé dang mac vay
ngu va di dép trong nha.

“Pi thoi,” anh dé nghi. “Gid cling khong con xa nita. D€ chii cam den
nhé?”

Jane dwa cay den cho anh. McLoughlin thoang quan sat Jane nho anh
sang lwét qua khi chiéu dén vé phia tredce. Trong hét nhw mét hon ma, nhot
nhat, mat mdi trang béch, mai t6c den x0a xuwgi. C6 bé dang cuc ki hodng
loan.

“Pirng sg. Me chau biét chd,” anh vung vé noéi khi cd hai tiép tuc cat
budc. “Me chau dong y rang chi nén di theo chau.” Béng dang sam den
ctia diém canh dan hién ra & phia xa.
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Jane c0 gang noi gi dé nhung phai mat mot hai gidy méi nghe ra am
thanh, giong run run. “Chau nghe thdy tiéng... thd.”

“Pay la tiéng chua thd vi mat strc théi,” McLoughlin c6 gang pha tro.

“Khong,” c6 bé théu thao. “Khong phdi chd.” Buwdc chan né loang
choang va McLoughlin phai quay dén lai. Co bé bat lyc tim chat cai vay
ngu. “Chau vira mac vay nga.” Mdi co6 bé run rdy mat kiém soat. “Chau
twong day la cha chau.”

McLoughlin d& dwgc Jane khi c6 bé ngdt xiu. Tt phia xa, tiéng coi hu
loang thoang vong lai theo lan gi6.

“Y con bé 1a gi thé, c6 Maybury?” McLoughlin mét méi dia vao ké bép,
quan sat Phoebe pha tra.

Anne da dugc dwa tdi bénh vién, Jonathan va Diana di theo cham séc.
Jane thi dang ngua trén givong, con Elizabeth ngoi trong c6 bé. Canh sat
lung suc khu vwon dé tim kiém ké tinh nghi. Dwéi sy thiuc ép tw
McLoughlin, Phoebe budc phai tra 1di cau hai.

C0 quay lung lai v6i anh. “Con bé thdy sg. T6i khong nghi né am chi
diéu gi ca.”

“Con bé khong chi sg thoi dau, c6 Maybury a, ma la kinh hai, va khong
phadi vi t6i. Con bé néi, ‘Chau vira mac vay ngu. Chau twdng ddy la cha

)

chau.”” Anh di vong lai dé c6 thé nhin thang vao c6. “Bo qua chuyén con
bé da khong gap cha minh su6t mwoi nam, nhing vi sao Jane lai lién twéng
han ta véGi thyc t€ minh vira mac vay nga? Vi sao diéu dé lai khién né
hodng loan? Con bé néi né nghe thay tiéng thd.”

Phoebe lang tranh anh mat anh. “Né béi r6i thoi.”

“Co sé dé toi hoi Jane khi con bé thitc day chi?” McLoughlin gay gat
yéu cau.

Phoebe ngang dau 1én. “T6i nghi anh sé lam thé.” Co duwa tay day kinh
trén song mili, r6i nhan ra minh khong deo kinh nén tha tay xuéng ban.
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“Phai,” anh kién quyét noi.

Phoebe th@ dai va rét hai tach tra. “Ngo6i xuong di, trung si. Co6 thé anh
khong biét, nhung trong anh kinh khiing lam. Mat xwéc xat va so mi thi
rach toac.”

“T6i khong thay duong,” McLoughlin giai thich, 1dy mét cai ghé va ngoi
xuong.

“T6i cling nghi thé.” Phoebe im lang mot thoang. “T6i khong muén anh
héi Jane,” c6 lang 1é néi va ng6i xuoéng chiéc ghé khac. “Sau su viéc t6i nay
t0i lai cang khong mudn. Con bé khong thé chiu dung ndi dau. Anh sé hiéu
bdi t6i biét anh da doan ra y con bé 1a gi.” C6 nhin anh do hoi.

“Chong c6 xam hai con bé,” McLoughlin néi.

Phoebe gat dau. “Toi tw trach minh vi da khong biét gi. Cho dén mot toi,
toi di lam vé sém hon binh thwong. T6i lam 1€ tan ca t6i & phong kham,” c6
gidi thich. “Chung t6i can tién. David da gti Jonny di hoc & trwong trung
hoc ndi trd. Hom do, t6i bi cim va bac si Penny cho t6i vé s6m dé nghi
ngoi. Toi budc vao dang lic Jane bé bong cua toi dang bi cudng birc.”
Guong mat c6 binh than nhw thé da tw rat 1au r6i, c6 nhan ra rang, gian dit
cling chi v ich ma théi. “Sy hung tgn cta han lic nao ciling nham vao t6i,”
cd tiép tuc. “Theo céi cach han cho la t6i dang phai chiu. Khi bj han danh,
toi ¢ dinh ninh rang han khéng dong dén i tré.” Co6 bat tiéng cudi buon.
“Han da 1gi dung triét dé sy kho khao cua t6i cting noi khiép dam cua Jane
bé béng. Han cwdng bitc con bé tir khi n6 mdéi bay tudi va bat n6 im lang
bang cach de doa rang han sé giét to6i néu con bé hé moi. Con bé tin han.”
C6 chim vao im ldng.

“Co da giét han a?”

“Khong.” C6 ngang 1én nhin anh. “T6i c6 thé lam thé. Va toi da 1am, néu
lic ay c6 bat c thit gi trong tay. Nhuwng phong tré dau phai ché dé hung khi
giét nguoi.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”

“Han bé trén,” Phoebe néi v6i vé vé6 cam. “Ching tdi khong bao gio
thdy han nita. Ba ngay sau, t6i bdo han mat tich khi vai ngudi goi dién dén
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va no6i rang han khong téi cho hen. T6i nghi néu minh khéng lam thé, moi
nguoi sé thay bat thuong.”

“Vi sao c6 khong ké sy that v4i canh sat?”

“Anh c6 lam thé khong, trung si, khi dita con dang hoang loan cuc do
cta anh la nhan chitng duy nhat? Toi sé khong dé con bé bi tham van, cling
nhw khong thé cho canh sat co hoi gan cho minh dong co giét ngudi trong
khi r6 rang t6i chang lam gi ca. Con bé da phai diéu tri tam ly hang nam
rong vi nhitng chuyén da xdy ra. Khi né bat dau mac chitng biéng an, ching
toi déu twdng minh sap mat con bé. Gid to6i noéi vdi anh cot chi dé bao vé
con bé khoi phai chiu dyng them nita ma thoi.”

“C0 6 suy doan nao vé chuyén da xdy dén vGi chong minh khong?”

“Khong. T6i lic nao ciling hi vong han ty sat, nhung thanh that ma noi,
toi nghi han khong du can dam. Han thich gay ton thwong cho ngudi khac
nhung lai khong thé chiu dung bat ct dau dén nao.”

“Vi sao han bo tron?”

Co khong tra 10i ngay. “Toi qua that khong biét,” cudbi cung co 1én tiéng.
“T6i van thuwong xuyén nghi vé diéu do. T6i nghi, c6 1€ lan dau tién trong
doi, han da biét sg.”

“So diéu gi? Sg canh sat? Hay sg bi khéi t6?”

Phoebe mim cuoi, nhung khong tra 10i.

McLoughlin man mé tach tra ctia minh. “Ai dé da co giét co Cattrell,”
anh néi. “Con gai c¢6 nghi do la Maybury. C6 khi nao han da quay lai
khong?”

Phoebe lac dau. “Khong, trung si a, David sé chang bao gio' quay lai
dau.” Co6 nhin thang vao mat anh va gat mot sgi toc dé khdi tran. “Han biét
néu lam thé, toi sé giét han. T6i la ngwdi duy nhat han sg.”

Walsh dang vo cling cau kinh. Ong ngdi trén ghé banh ctia Anne va quan
sat mot canh sat chup lai cac dau vét bén ngoai khung ctra s6 kiéu Phap da
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v& tan tanh. D6 1a cong viéc khong thé doi dén budi sang vi ngd nho troi do
mua. Nhitng manh kinh mau bac trén nén da da dugc pha nilon. “Sé c6 vo
sO dau vét,” 6ng 1am bam vd&i McLoughlin. “Chwa ké dén nhitng viéc khac,
riéng mo6t nira lwe lwong canh sat Hampshire da dé lai dau van tay quanh
day roi.”

McLoughlin nghién cttu tdm thdm canh ctra s6, nhin nhitng dau méau
vuong vai. Anh buéc qua cho chiéc ban.

“Co gi khong?” Walsh hoi.

“Khong c6 gi.” Mat McLoughlin van do vi kiét siic.

“Thé da c6 chuyén gi ¢ day vay, Andy?” Walsh cham cham do xét anh,
tredc khi liéc nhin dong ho. “Cau bao da tim thiy c6 ta vao lic 11 gid 40
phtt gi do. Bay gio la 1 gid 30 phat va ching ta dén day vi vai am thanh
mo ho vang lai tir phia xa va mot ngwdi phu nit bi nit so. Phan doan cta
cau la gi?”

McLoughlin lac dau. “Khong nghi ra diéu gi, thwa sép. T6i tham chi con
khong biét bat dau tir dau. Tot hon hét, chiing ta nén cau nguyén c6 ta sém
binh phuc va néi cho ching ta biét diéu gi dé.”

Walsh nhac minh khéi ghé va 1é chan vé phia ctta s6. “Cau van chua
xong a?” Ong haéi vién canh sat bén ngoai.

“Sap roi, thwa sép.” Anh ta chup tdm cudi cung va ha may anh xuong.

“T6i sé ctr ai d6 canh & day qua dém va cau cé thé chup hién treong bén
trong vao sang mai.” Walsh nhin theo khi anh ta g6i ghém cac thiét bi va
roi di. 6ng can than budc vong qua 16p kinh v&, roi trd vé cho chiéc ghé,
nhu dé nhdn manh tudi tac ciia minh. Ong rit tdu ra va bt dau nhdi thudc,
can than quan sat McLoughlin bang d6i mat sac bén dwéi hang 16ng may
cau lai vi gian dit. “Thoi dugc roi, trung si,” 6ng néi. “Gio cau c6 thé cho
toi biét cau lam cai tro chét tiét gi ¢ day chi¥? T6i khong thich bau khéng
khi quanh vu nay chit nao. Néu cau khong biét nén wu tién thit gi, thé cé
Chua, cau sé bi trieng phat thich dang.”

Trang thai kiét sic va cang thang than kinh khién McLoughlin bat giac
ngap dai. “T6i chi dang tim cach dé di trudc mot budce thoi. Toi twdng sé
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thu hoach duwgc gi dé6 ¢ day.” Tao tgn that, hién nhién la mot 10i néi doi,
anh tham nghi. Mo ho va chang thé xac minh. Phoebe con biét néi d6i, anh
cling lam dugc.

Walsh nhiu chat may. “Tiép tuc di.”

“T6i tréo qua birc twong phia sau dé xem chuyén gi xdy ra khi co ta ¢ s&
vé. T6i vao day tam 10 gio 45 phiat. Nhitng nguwdi khac déu da 1én givong
di ngud, ngoai triv Cattrell. Co ta ng6i trén chinh chiéc ghé anh dang ngoi.
Cudi cung, c6 ta cling tat dén, hinh nhw la 11 gio 15 phut. T6i lang vang
bén ngoai thém mudi phit roi trd ra xe. Di chua xa lam thi nghe thdy tiéng
ndi, nén téi quay lai dé kiém tra. Ctra s6 m@& hé, t0i roi den vao trong va
phat hién c0 ta & d6.” Anh hat dau vao giita phong.

Walsh tw Iy ngdm cudng tau. “That may vi cau da lam thé. Maybury néi
khi vao phong thi thdy cau dang ép tim ngoai 16ng nguc cho co Cattrell. R6
rang cau da ctu mang c6 ta.” Ong cham tau va nhin trung si qua lan khoi.
“Co6 diang khong?”

McLoughlin ngap dai. Anh khong thé ngan minh lai. “Pting, sép a,” anh
mét moi néi. Vi sao anh lai ¢6 bdo vé ban than nhw vay? Néu la sang nay,
han anh sé vién cé dé dugc ra khoi day. Nhung gio, anh chi mudn biét két
cuc cau chuyén, hodc anh mudn tra thu.

Walsh té vé ngd vie. “Néu t6i phat hién gitta hai ngudi cé gi do, cau sé
1ap titc bi quy t6i, nhanh dén mic cdu con chwa kip hiéu chuyén gi xdy ra
dau. C6 ta la ké tinh nghi giét nguoi day.”

Guong mdt u am cua trung si ngoac ra thanh mot nu cwoi nhan nha. “Tha
cho t6i di sép, c6 ta coi toi chang khac nao ma ca rong ké tur ldc tbi goi co
ta la dan dong tinh.” Anh lai ngap. “Nhung t6i sé coi d6 la mét 10i khen.
Xét dén nhitng sy viéc té hai xdy ra may tuan qua, n6 da xoa diu cdi tdi cia
toi nhiéu lam. Anh nghi t6i du kha nang danh guc mot c6 & gai goc nhu thé
chi sau hai muoi tw gio u? Kelly sé khong dong tinh vdi anh dau,” anh chua
chat noi.

Walsh lau bau. “Hay cau danh cb6 ta?”
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Lan nay McLoughlin khéng can phai gid vo ngac nhién. “T6i 4? Vi sao
toi lai danh co ta?”

“Pé tra diia. Cau dang san tam trang muon lam thé ma.”

Anh cham cham nhin Walsh trong mot thoang, roi lac dau. “D6 khong
phai cach t6i sé chon,” anh néi. “Nhung néu Jack Booth quay tré lai véi
mot cdi 16 trén dau, thi chinh la t6i lam day.”

Vién chéanh thanh tra gat dau. “Vay c6 Cattrell 1am gi trong su6t nita gio
cau theo doi co ta?”

“Co0 ta ngobi ¢ cai ghé banh do, thwa sép.”

“Va lam gi?”

“Chang lam gi cd. T6i doan co ta dang suy nghi.”

“Cau ting nhan xét rang, c6 Maybury sé chang do dv ma giét chong
minh. Liéu 6 ta c6 giét cd ban minh khong?”

“Co6 thé. Néu qua gian dit dén mot mirc d6 nao d6. Nhung dong co cia
co ta la gi?”

“Tra thu? Co thé co ta nghi Cattrell da tiét 16 gi dé véi chung ta.”

McLoughlin cham rdi lac dau. “T6i cho rdng c6 ta hiéu Cattrell rd hon
thé.”

“Goode thi sao? Vg chong Phillips? L tré?”

“Cung cau héi, thua sép. Bong co la gi?”

Walsh ditng ddy. “T6i nghi ching ta nén bat dau tim kiém,” 6ng chua
chat noi. “Trwdc khi két thic phién tric nay. Tim dugce hung khi thi cang
tot. To6i mudn toan bd ngdi nha phdi dwgc kham xét that ki. Cau c6 thé chi
dao cudc tim kiém cho dén khi Nick Robinson dén day. Cau ta sé la trg thu
ctia toi trong vu nay.” Ong nhin dong ho. “Cau thi tap trung vao hd so cta
Maybury. C6é mat & phong t6i Itic 10 gio sang mai. Chac chan phai c6 moi
lién két cho tat ca nhitng chuyén nay, va tdéi muén tim ra bang dwoc.”

“Nhung thwra sép, thyc sy toi nghi, minh ¢ day sé dong gop dugc nhiéu
hon.”
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“Tr gio trd di, cau sé lam theo 1énh cua cap trén, trung si a,” nguwdi dan
ong gia quat lén. “T6i khong biét ciu tinh choi tro gi, nhung t6i khong
thich ai cam dén chay truéc 6 t6.”

McLoughlin nhiin vai. “Thé thi t6i khuyén anh khong nén qué tréng cho
vao moi lién két nao do. Maybury da ké cho anh nghe gia thuyét ctia c6 ta.
Con ba Phillips m6 ta ng6i nha nay nhuw mot phao dai. Ly do la gi?”

Walsh tram ngam nhin anh mdt thodng r6i budc vé phia ctra. “Cau dang
bi danh ltra béi nhitng ké doi trd vo cung chuyén nghiép, chang trai a. Néu
khong tinh tdo lai, cau sé thyc sy bién minh thanh tén ngdc day.”
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Canh sat cang lic cang khan truvong. Ho s6t sang hanh dong, a thé hién
rang, ho sé con no lyc nhiéu hon nita. Nhu thé viéc mot phu nit cé tén tuoi
bi &m sat khién vu an tré@ nén nghiém trong hon han khi mdi tim thay xac
chét mot ngwoi dan ong vo danh tinh trong vieon. Néu khéng phai dang hén
mé trong phong cham séc dac biét va chang hay biét gi, han Anne da rat lo
lang. Walsh nhat dinh sé cwc Iyc phu nhan, nhueng tdm trang cau kinh nhw
muon 16t da thudc cdp da chitng minh tit ca: Ho gan nhuw da xdi tung ca toa
nha lan khu dat, nhung khong thu dugc bat cit manh moi gi.

Trén mat bao, dién trang Streech bi dem ra so sanh, du kha khap khiéng,
v@i s6 10 Rillington Place, va dugc vi nhw mot dia diém thu hit nhitng vu
giét nguwoi va cac thi hai dang phan huy. Vi ban bé cia Anne, vu an lan
nay thuc sy rat phién todi. Trudc day, nhitng cudc tham van véi ho chi nhe
nhang nhu budi tro chuyén xa giao thong thwong. Nhung sau khi Anne bi
am sat, moi sy tréd nén nghiém trong. Ho cam thay chang khac nao bi dem
quay trén than nong.

Walsh dang tim kiém mét sgi day lién két trong vu nay. Logic mach bao
ong chac chan phdi cé. Qua nhiéu diém bat thuwong. Khong thé nao co
chuyén trong cung mot ngbi nha lai xdy ra ba vu an riéng ré nhu thé duogc.

Vi i tré, day 1a mot trai nghiém md@i. B&i ca ba chwa tirng bi tham van
lan nao nén chuyén dé chang khac gi lan dau tién nghich Itta. Jonathan ghét
cam giac bat lyc khi bi 16i vao nhitng van dé cau khong kiém soat dugc.
Cau tr@ nén cau kinh, bat hgp tac va ludn t6 thai do khinh khinh v&i canh
sat. Walsh wéc gi c6 thé da dit thang nhoc d6. Nhung sau hai gio dat cau
héi, 6ng thdy hai long vi chang con gi dé tra khdo nita. Jonathan da chitng
minh dwgc rang, ba dita tré khong lién quan gi dén vu tan cong Anne. Cau
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khai, ho thay quan 4o ngu sau tiéc riwgu Lafite ngau hitng, trum chan va
nam trong phong Jane xem mot bd phim mudn trén ti vi. Tiéng kinh v,
theo sau la tiéng tri hd cia McLoughlin, da khién ching giat minh. Khong,
tredc do chung chang nghe dwoc gi ca, vi tiéng ti vi kha to. Walsh da héi
Elizabeth. C6 bé boi r6i nhung t6 ra kha hitu ich. Khi dwgc héi vé nhitng
hoat dong cua minh dém hom trudc, 10i khai cua co bé khdp vaGi nhitng gi
Jonathan thuat lai, chinh x4c tdi ting chi tiét nho nhat. Sau mét ngay nghi
ngoi, Jane cling ké cdu chuyén twong tw. Tri phi ching cung 1én mot am
muu hoan hdo, con khong thi ca ba chang dinh dang gi dén vu am sat Anne
ca.

Vi Phoebe, tinh huéng nay hét nhw dugce tua lai tir 1an trede. Khac biét
duy nhat la gio day, nhitng nguwdi tham van co da biét vai chuyén ma co
gidu kin su6t muwoi nam rong. Co khién ho buc boi khi trd 16i véi vé 1lanh
dam, diém tinh khong tai nao lay chuyén va tir choi di sdu vao chu dé doi
truy ctia chong.

“C0 noi o tw trach ban than vi khong hé biét nhitng gi anh ta da lam véi
con gai c6,” Walsh nhac lai khong duwéi hai lan.

“Puing vay. Néu biét sém hon, han t6i da c6 thé han ché téi da nhitng
thuwong ton ma con bé phai chiu.”

Moi khi bat dau hoi cau tiép theo, Walsh lai nhoai téi trwdc, chg dgi
khoanh khac tuyén phong tha ctia nguwdi phu nit nay suy yéu. “Coé khong
ghen sao, cO Maybury? C6 khong phat dién 1én khi biét chong co6 thich
quan hé véi con gai hon vg sao? Co khéng cam thay bi si nhuc a?”

Phoebe lu6n ngirng lai trée khi tra 10i, nhw thé c6 da dinh dong y véi
két luan caa ong. “Khong. T6i khong cé nhitng cam giac d6.”

“Nhung cd bdo minh da c6 thé giét anh ta.”

“Phai.”

“Tai sao c0 lai mudn giét anh ta?”

CO mim cwoi yéu 6t. “Toi nghi chuyén do6 hién nhién ma, thwa thanh tra.
Toi sé giét bat c con thu nao néu phat hién chiing can cac con t6i.”

“Thé nhung, ¢6 n6i minh khong hé giét chong.”
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“T6i khong can lam thé. Han da bo chay.”

“Anh ta c6 quay lai khong?”

Co pha 1én cuoi. “Khong, han khong quay lai.”

“Co phai co da giét David Maybury r6i vitt anh ta thoi rita trong ham tri
dong khong?”

“Khong.”

“Néu anh ta chét that thi han do cling 1a mot dang thwe thi cong ly, phai
khong?”

“Chac chan ro6i.”

“Vo chong Phillips, hay t6i nén goi la nha Jefferson, cling tin vao loai
cong ly nay, ding cht? Ho da thay c6 lam diéu do, ding khdéng co
Maybury? Ho da ra tay bao thu gitup c6 ding khong?”

Lu6n c6 mot thoi diém con cdu gian cia Phoebe chi chuc phun trao.
Nghe dén cau nay, bung c6 quan lai nhw vira bi gidang mot ci ddm. Nhung
r6i, co suy nghi thau dao hon, mac du van can dén sy ti chu sat da méi cé
thé ngan minh lao vao can xé va cao cau guwong mat dang nguyeén rua cua
vién thanh tra. “T6i nghi 6ng nén hoi ong ba Phillips vé chuyén do,” co
ludn tra 16i nhw vay. “To6i khong tu tin dén mite tréa 16i thay ho dwgce.”

“T6i dang muon biét quan diém cta c6 ma, c6 Maybury. Ho c6 kha nang
bao thu cho 0 va con gai co6 khong?”

Mot nu cuwoi thuong hai hé trén moi Phoebe. “Khong.”

“Co c6 phai nguoi tdn cong co6 Cattrell khong? Co6 néi minh da lén
givong di ngu, nhung cting khong ai khac xac nhan dugc. C6 phai vi co
Cattrell c6 kha nang tiét 16 diéu gi d6 ma c6 muon che gidu khong?”

“Co ay sé tiét 10 vai ai? Canh sat a?”

“Cé le vay.”

“Ong ding 1a dd ng6c.” Phoebe mim cuwdi du ching thay hai hude chut
nao. “Toi c6 no6i véi 6ng suy doan cua toi vé su cd ctia Anne roi con gi.”

“Nhung do chi la 161 dodn mo ma thoi.”
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“Co 1é vay, nhung xét dén nhitng chuyén da xdy ra vé6i toi chin nam
tridc, thi khong gi 1a khong thé.”

“Co0 chua bao gio trinh bao viéc dé.”

“Du t6i c6 trinh bao, dng ciing ching tin. Ong sé& cdo budc toi da ty gay
ra moi chuyén. Du sao di nita, téi cling khong bao gio' c6 y dinh dé ong
quay lai nha minh, mot khi da thoat khoi ong. Xét trén vai khia canh, toi
may man hon Anne nhiéu. Tat thady nhitng vét seo cta to6i déu khong phai &
thé xac.”

“Han la thé r6i. Chac c6 nghi t6i dé mac Iwa lam.”

“Khong,” Phoebe thanh that dap. “Ma la hep hoi va thu han.”

“Bai t6i khdng c6 chung quan diém vé nhitng diéu uy mi sw6t muwdt nhw
c6 chang? Con gai c6 rat mo ho vé thit da khién n6 hodng sg. Ngay ca
trung si McLoughlin cling chi nghi cau ta nghe thdy tiéng ai do. To6i la
nguoi thue té. Toi thich x& ly moi viéc dya trén thyc té, chit khong phai
chitng loan than kinh & phu ni.”

Phoebe ngd ngang nhin ong. “T0i chwa bao gio nhan ra ong ghét phu nv
dén thé. Hay 6ng chi 4c cdm vé6i minh t6i thdi? Ong thyc sy thdy sung
swong khi nghi rang ro6i day toi sé phdi nhan sy tri'ng phat dich dang, ding
khong? Néu mwoi nam trudc, t6i néi ‘Dong y’, liu gio téi cd6 dugc mién
nhitng giay vo nay khong?”

RO rang, Walsh lu6n la ngudi noi dién trudc. R6i Phoebe vao xe cua
minh, lai dén bénh vién va ngbi canh Anne, mat xa tay ban, thi tham va cau
nguyén cau cho ban mau tinh lai.

Nhitng cau hoi danh cho Diana déu mang muc dich tham do va xody sau
vao moi quan hé cta c6 vGi Daniel Thompson. Khong thé kiém ché con tic
gian cia minh nhw Phoebe, c6 thuwong xuyén mat binh tinh. Du thé, sau hai
ngay, chanh thanh tra van khong thé lan ra diém dang ngo nao trong cau
chuyén cua co.

Ong vb vao déng thu. “Tir nhitng 14 thw ciia ¢6, c6 thé thdy rd rang co rat
dién tiét vdi 6ng ta.”
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“Pwong nhién roi,” ¢6 cdu git. “Ong ta lang phi cA muwoi nghin bang ctia
t0i.”

“Lang phi?” Ong lip lai. “Nhung 6ng ta ciing c6 hét sttc roi, khong phai
sao?”

“Theo t6i thay thi khong phai thé.”

“Co khong kiém tra cong viéc kinh doanh cta ong ta trudc khi dong y
dau tw a?”

“Chung ta da noi vé cha dé nay bao nhiéu lan roi, vi Chia. Ong khéng
lang nghe gi hét a?”

“Xin hay tra 10i cau hoi cua t6i, c6 Goode.”

Diana thé dai. “To6i khéng c6 nhiéu thoi gian. T6i danh mot ngay dé xem
xét sO sach cua cong ty. Chung c6 vé thod dang, nén t6i da viét tam séc
muoi nghin bang. Ong hai long chwa?”

“Thé vi sao 0 lai n6i 6ng ta lang phi tién cta c6?”

“Bdi sau do, toi ma@i nhan ra ong ta vo cung kém coi, tham chi chi la mot
ké ltra ddo khéng hon. Nhitng con so t6i thay déu la gid. Vi du, gid t6i biét
ong ta da thoi phong tai san ctia cong ty bang cach khai khong gia co phiéu.
To6i cling phat hién 6ng ta da dung phan tién dang 1é danh déng bao hiém
cho nhan vién dé trd ng cho cong ty. Toi xem day du s6 sach, nhung ba
thang sau, Ong ta da ban sach, va chut c6 phiéu it i ctia cong ty gan nhw
chang thé lvu thong duwgc nita. Chiéu quang ba cua 6ng ta khong khac gi tro
dtia. Ong ta luén mdém ba hoa ring cong ty ctia minh sé phét trién va twong
lai vO cung tuwoi sang.”

“Va do la diéu khién co6 noi dién?”

“Chua hay gitip t6i,” Diana vira néi vira gio tay 1én trdi. “Ong van bét toi
1dp lai sao? Vu do bé khién t6i bam gan tim rudt. T6i da bi ltra.”

“CO0 c6 biét gi vé sy mat tich dot ngot ciia ong Thompson khong?”

“Lan cubi cung, khéng. K-h-6-n-g, khong.”

“Nhung c6 da biét viéc 6ng ta bién mat trwdc khi ching t6i néi véi co.
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“Pung vay, thanh tra, t6i c6 biét. Dang 1é 6ng ta phai dén cho t6i dé giai
thich chuyén gi dang dién ra.” Diana nhoai nguoi t6i tredc va dam 1én
chong thu. “Ong cé ngay thang va thoi gian ngay truéc mit diy. Nhung
ong ta khong xudt hién. To6i da goi dién dén van phong cong ty va nhan
dwgc cau trd 10i rang 6ng ta khong c6 ¢ day. Toi goi dién vé nha riéng thi bi
ba vo nhiéc m6c mot héi. Vai ngay sau, t6i lai goi dién dén van phong va
dwgc biét ba Thompson da bao canh sat rang chong minh mat tich. Ngay ké
tiép, toi dich than dén van phong ong ta va thay mot s6 nhan vién dang vo
cung tirc gian khi mat Iwong ba tuan, dong thoi phat hién ra la ho khong
dwgc dong bdo hiém cd nam nay roi. Chang c6 tin tic gi vé Daniel
Thompson ké tir d6. Cong ty pha san va nhiéu ngudi, khong riéng minh toi,
bi cubm mat mét khodn tién dang ké.”

“Thanh that ma ndi, bat ct ai di dau tw vao dam 10 suwédi trong sudt ay
cling nén tién liéu trwdc rang roi sé trang tay.”

Mau mat xanh bién lanh gia c6 thé boc 16 sy cam thu dén xwong tiy ma
mau xanh 14 hay nau khong biéu dat dwgc. Walsh nghi tham, nhitng tinh tr
Diana danh cho 6ng Iic nay han phai tuc tiu lam.

“Long kiéu hanh cua cd bi tén thwong, phai khong?” Ong hoi voi vé
hitng thi. “Long tu i ctia c6. T6i dé dang hinh dung ra canh c6 giét ai do
chi vi dam bién c6 thanh ké ngbc.”

“Vay u?” Diana ngat 1oi. “Thé thi tri twéng twong ctia 6ng cé vé phong
pht qua mic r6i. Khong ngac nhién vi sao canh sat lai s& hitu ki luc phéa an
toi dén vay.”

“T6i nghi 6ng Thompson da dén dién trang. Va t6i nghi c6 da ndi dién
hét nhw bay gio, roi tdn cong ong ta.”

Diana phé lén cudi. “Ong da gip Thompson bao gid chwa? Chuwa a?
Chac, thé thi nghe t6i ndi nay, 6ng ta d6 s6 nhw mét co xe tang. Néu 6ng
khong tin thi c viéc hdi ba vo ngé ngan cia ong ta. Téi ma dong thu thi
chac gio minh may t6i van con tham tim dy chi.”

“C0 c6 ngu voi ong ta khong?”
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“T6i sé thi nhan mot diéu,” c6 dap. “T6i thdy Daniel tham chi con kém
hap dan hon ca 6ng nita. Ong ta c6 cip mdi day nuéc bot, gidng nhw dng.
T6i khong thich cdp méi nhw thé chut nao. Nhw vay da da thod man cho
thac mac ctia 6ng chwa?”

“Ba vg noi 6ng ta khong c6 bat ctt méi lién hé nao véi dién trang.”

“Cling binh thwong thoi. To6i chi gap ba ta duy nhat mot lan. Ba ta khong
ra toi cho lam.”

“Thé Fred vdi Molly cé biét gi vé vu dau tw nay cia cd khong?”

“Khong c6 ai ¢ day biét ca.”

“Sao khong?”

“Ong thira biét 1y do con gi.”

“Co khong muon bi coi 1a con ngdc.”

Co chang buon tra 10i.

“Biét dau Fred v&i Molly lai thay ¢6 lam cai viéc ban thiu ay, c6 Goode
nhi?”

Diana nin bép tran dé xua di con dau dau vira p dén. “Ong diing 1a mot
ké bat lvong dang tém.”

“Co phai ho da lam thé khong, c6 Goode?”

Co0 tram tw nhin 6ng. “Khéng. Néu 6ng dam héi toi cau doé lan nita, toi sé
danh 6ng day.”

“Va dé bi tbng giam vi toi tdn cong canh sat sao?”

“Cling dang ma,” co noi.

“Co la kiéu ngwoi rat hung hang nhi? Co cé dung thoéi hung hang dy dé
ap dung vai co Cattrell khong?”

C06 dam thang vao miii 6ng ta.

Jonathan vo nhe 1én vai me minh, r6i cti xuéng nhin Anne. “Di ay thé nao
roi a?” Anne da thoat khoi tinh trang nguy kich va duwgc chuyén tiv phong
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cham séc dac biét sang hoi sirc thong thuong trong khu hau phau. Co dugc
gan ong thong nuwdc tiéu va hé thong day nhya truyén tinh mach.

“Me khong biét nita. Di ay cit cya quay khéng yén. Di &y m& mat mot
hai Ian, nhwng khong nhin thay gi ca.”

Jonathan ng6i x6m trén san ké bén me. “Con e la me phai dé di ay & day
mot lic. Di Diana can me.”

“C6 chuyeén gi vay?” Phoebe nhiu may.

“Di dy bi bat r6i.”

C0 ngac nhiéen. “Diana a? Vi cai gi mdi dugc chir?”

“Téan cong canh sat. Di 4y dam thanh tra Walsh va lam 6ng ta chay méau
miii. Di dy bi dwa dén s& canh sat r6i.”

Miéng Phoebe ha héc. “Oi, lay Chia,” c6 bit dau phi cuoi. “Ong ta 6n
chu?”

“Chay mau thoi chi khong lam sao.”

“Me sé di. Tot hon hét, ching ta nén goi cho Bill lan nita.” C6 nhin
xuong Anne. “Luc nay, minh chang thé lam gi cho cau, gai a. Gang 1én nhé.
Tat ca bon minh déu cau nguyén cho cau.”

“Con s€ dua Jane dén sau,” Jonathan noi. “Con bé muon dén.”

Ho budc ra hanh lang. “Con bé c6 du sttc khong?”

“Co thé noi la co. Tt luc xay ra chuyén, em ay van rat kién cuwong. Chiéu
nay, ching con da tro chuyén kha lau. La la toan b sy viéc lai c6 vé tac
dong tot dén em ay. Trong cai rai cé cai may, Jane da nhan ra em ay citng
c6i hon minh twéng. Nhan tién, con bé c6 thién cam véi chu trung si. Néu
ho muén héi né diéu gi nita, con nghi ching ta nén yéu cau dich danh chi
ay.

“U. Chura ban dén nhitng viéc khéc, ding la anh ta di citu séng Anne. Vi
thé Jane sé ludn wu i anh ta. Con bé yéu thuwong me d& dau ctia n6 lam.”

»

Jonathan khoac tay me minh. “Con bé ciing yéu thwong me nita. Tat ca
bon con déu thé.”
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Phoebe bat cudi vang. “Chi vi con chua phat hién ra doi ban tay nhing
cham cua me tho6i.”

“Khong,” Jonathan nghiém tic noi. “Vi me chang bao gio gia vo rang
minh thanh thién.”

Ho buéc di va bién mat sau mot géc quanh trong hanh lang. Phia sau ho,
Andy McLoughlin cam thay ho then vi da nghe trom tit cho nap bén ngach
clra.

Quy tha ma bat Walsh ctung cai moi lién hé chét tiét cta ong ta di, anh
tham ngh.

Logic cling c6 thé sai. Han la sai r6i.

Anh gio thé nganh cho ba y ta truong. “Co Cattrell?” Anh héi. “Pa cé
tién trién nao chwa?”

“Khong han. Co ay ngo ngudy khéng ngirng va mé mat, do la dau hiéu
tot. Nhung nhu t6i da néi vdi chanh thanh tra, néu muon hoéi c6 ay thi chwa
dwgc dau. Co ay c6 thé tinh lai bat c lic nao nhung ciling c6 thé c& nhw
vay mot hodc hai ngay nita. Ching t6i sé cho cac anh biét ngay khi c6 ay
du kha nang dé noi chuyén.”

“T6i sé & lai vai phut, néu khong ngai. Chang ai doan trudc dugc diéu gi
ca.”

“Co ay & phong hoi sic s6 2. No6i chuyén véi co ay di,” y ta trudng
khuyén khich. “C lam hét kha nang khi anh ¢ day di.”

Keé tr Iac c6 duwgce xe cap ciu dua di, gio anh méi lai dwgc nhin thay c6.
Va anh bi soc. Co6 tham chi con nhé nhan hon anh nhé. Mot sinh vat bé
nho, nam im lim vé&i cai dau bang bo va lan da tim tai xau xi. Nhung, tham
chi trong tinh trang bat tinh, c6 c6 vé van dang mim cuwdi trede chuyén dua
nao doé chi riéng minh c6 biét. Anh khéng cdm thay chit ham mu6n nao -
Lam sao c6 thé ch&? - nhung trai tim anh am &p vdi niém than thudc qua
doi nhw thé anh da quen biét c6 tir rat 1au r6i. Anh kéo ghé lai gan c6 va bat
dau tro chuyén. Chang lwong ly, cling khong can nghi suy, chi la muén lam
co vui vé. Sau nita gio, miéng anh kho rang. Anh liéc nhin dong hé. Cé cé
ctt dong mot hodc hai lan, nhw dita tré dang say ngu, nhung d6i mat van
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nham nghién. Anh day ghé ra sau. “Thé ddy, Cattrell. T6i e 1a hét gio roi.
ToOi sé xem xem ngay mai em c6 ¢ mot minh Iic nao khong.” Anh khé
cham ngon tay vao ma co.

“Anh ding la do6 xau xa,” Anne lam bam. “Poc cho t6i bai Tam
O’Shanter* di.” C6 m& mot bén mat va cham cham nhin anh. “T6i dang
chét dan day nay.”

“Em thitc sudt tir nay dén gio ding khong?” Anh budc tdi co.

C0 md& bén mat con lai. D6i mat bdi r6i ctia c6 van anh 1én nét 1ap lanh.
“Phoebe ¢ day khong?”

Anh gat dau.

“Toi nhd Phoebe c6 ¢ day. Toi dang ¢ nha a?”

“Em ¢ trong bénh vién,” anh noi voi co.

“Qi, chét tiét. T6i ghét bénh vién. Hom nay 1a ngdy bao nhiéu?”

“Thit SGu. Em mé man hai ngay r6i.”

Cau tra 101 khién c6 lo lang. “Chuyén gi xdy ra vay?”

“T6i sé di tim y ta cho em.” Anh bat dau ditng day.

“T6t hon hét anh dirng c6 lam thé,” c6 gam gw. “T6i ghét cad y ta.
Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

“Ai do6 da danh em. Ké t6i nghe xem em nh¢ gi nao.”

C0 nhiu chdt may thanh mot dwong han sau. “Mon ca ri,” c6 wém thir.

Anh siét tay c6 that chat. “Ching ta c6 thé quén moén ca ri di dwoc
khong, Cattrell?” Anh héi c6. “Néu t6i d6 em khong thay toi thi moi viéc
da chang té thé nay.”

Co nhan tran. “Nhung c6 chuyén gi xdy ra vay? Ai tim thiy t6i?”

Anh vubt ve nhitng ngén tay cd. “T6i tim thay em, nhwng t6i phai kho s&
lam méi gidi thich dwgc v6i Walsh vé sy c6 mat ciia minh vao thoi diém
do6. T6i khong thé dé ong ta liét minh vao dién tinh nghi chi vi nhitng ham
muon thé xac dwgc.” Anh do xét gwong mat 6. “Em c6 hiéu toi dang noéi gi
khong? T6i mubn tiép tuc tham gia vu an. T6i mudn doi lai 1é cong bang.”
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“Puwong nhién la toi hiéu.” Vé hai huwéc nhdy nhét trong doi mat den cia
Anne khién anh mu6n 6m cham ldy co6. “T6i c6 thé lam nhiéu viéc mét lic
ddy, anh biét khéng.” C6 tram tw suy nghi. “Gid t6i nhd ra r6i. Lic dy, anh
dang day t6i phéi song cudc doi minh ra sao.” C6 nhin anh vé budc tdi.
“Anh khong c6 quyén, McLoughlin a. Mién la t6i c6 thé ty séng cudc doi
minh, d6 m&i la diéu quan trong.”

Anh md& nhitng dau ngoén tay ctia c6 lén va vudt nhe qua bo mdi anh.
“Toi dang hoc day. Hay cho toi thoi gian. Em con nhé gi nita khong?”

“T6i chay vé phong,” c6 c6 gang tap trung. “Tdi md ctra so, toi nhd la
thé. Va roi,” co6 nhiu may. “T6i nghi minh da nghe thay gi d6.”

“O dau?”

“T6i khong nhd.” Trong co6 cé vé lo lang. “Roi chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Ai do danh vao gay em.”

Co ngac nhién thay rd. “T6i khong nhg.”

“T6i thdy em nam dai trong phong.”

Mot ban tay ndang né dap xudng vai McLoughlin khién anh nhdy dung
len.

“Anh khoéng c6 quyén dat cau héi vGi cd ay, trung si a.” Nit y ta truong
gian dit noi. “Goi bac si Renfrew cho t6i,” ba n6i vGi mot y ta trong hanh
lang. “Ra ngoai,” ba bao McLoughlin.

Anne nhin ba y ta v6i vé hoang loan va bam chdt vao tay McLoughlin.
“Anh dam bé di xem,” c6 théu thao. “T6i da nhin thdy ba ta trong Chién
tranh thé gigi* va ba ta khong thudc phe dong minh dau.”

McLoughlin quay lai va gio tay 1én vé bat luc.

“Co gi do ma t6i nén ghi nhé khong?” Co6 héi anh. “T6i khdng mudn
khién thanh tra roi tri.”

Po6i mat anh thém phan diu dang. “Khéng, Cattrell a. Em chi can tap
trung vao viéc hoi phuc sttc khoé thoi, con cir dé viéc dé cho t6i.”

C0 chép mat mo mang. “Toi sé lam thé.”
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Trung si Robinson da dugc thang chitc. Anh lai can cu dén go ctra tirng nha
thém lan nita, tim kiém nhitng manh moi dan dén vu Anne bi tan cong,
nhuwng chang tién duwgc buwdc nao, nhw thé dang bi chdn bdi mot bire twong
gach vay. Khong c6 ai nhin hay nghe thay bat ct diéu gi la thuwong trong
dém dd, ngoai trir tiéng xe cap citu. Anh da néc thém mot vai bia khac véi
Paddy Clarke, Ian nay, ba Clarke ciing c6 mat. Vén anh da thay ba ta vo
cung dang sg, nhung gio con thady dang sg hon khi Anne tiét 16 rang ba
tirng la mot nit tu. Paddy cam doan ho da tim ban d6 khu dat nhung khong
thdy. V&i ba vg cham cham theo sat nhat ctt nhat dong, ong ta thé hién rang
minh khong hay biét gi vé dién trang Streech cung nhitng ngudi séng & do,
nhat la v6i Anne Cattrell. Nick Robinson khong ép ong ta. Thanh thyc ma
néi, anh khong danh gia cao co héi cia minh 1am néu bi veeéng vao giita
hai 6ng ba Clarke. Anh ciling chang lay gi lam ho then khi quyét bao vé ha
b0 ctia minh.

Gio thi chang gi c6 thé ngan anh tré vé nha nita. Theo ly, anh da xong
nhiém vu. Nhung thay vao dé, anh 1ai xe vé hwéng nong trang Bywater va
tim cau chang Eddie Staines. Cho dén gio, thong tin ctia ba Ledbetter c6 vé
rat gia tri. Thir thém lan nita cling chang mat gi.

Mot ngwoi nong dan chi cho anh dén ché chuéng bo noi Eddie dang don
dep sau khi vat sita budi t6i. Cau ta dang dirng tira vao cai cao va soi noi tro
chuyén véi mot c6 géai c6 hai ma tng do, luon cwoi khic khich ngé ngan
trirdc tat ca nhitng diéu cau ta ndi. Ho im bat khi Nick Robinson tién dén,
va nhin anh vd@i vé to mo.

“Cau Staines?” Anh gio thé nganh ra. “T6i c6 thé ndi chuyén véi cau
dugc khong?”

Eddie nhdy mat v6i c6 gai. “Chac r6i,” cau ta néi. “Sé khong phai
chuyén gi vé van day chi?”

Cd gai cuoi ril. “Oi, Eddie a! Anh hai huwéc qua di!”

“No6i chuyén riéng thi thich hgp hon,” Robinson ndéi tiép, tham ghi nhé
10i dap ctia Eddie dé sau nay ap dung.

“Ra cho khac di, Suzie. Hen em & quan rugu nhé.”
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CO nang mién cuong roi di, 1é d6i ing qua 16p bun trén nén dat, va c
ngoai qua vai voi hi vong sé dugc goi lai. Con Eddie, ro rang la loai xa mat
cach long. “Anh mu6n gi?” Cau vira héi vira cao cho rom bét dat thanh mot
dong. Cau ta mac chiéc 4o phong khong tay, lam n6i bat hai ba vai cuén
cudn co bap.

“Cau da nghe noi vé vu giét nguoi & dién trang chwa?”

“Ai ma khong biét chi?” Staines hoi hot dap.

“T6i muodn hoi cau vai cau lién quan dén chuyén do.”

Staines ti tay lén cai cao va nhin anh. “Nghe nay, ong ban, toi da noi vé6i
canh sat sy that rang toi chang biét gi ca. Toi la mot néng dan, thude tang
16p lao dong cung dinh. Mot ké nhu t6i chang lién quan gi dén nhitng
nguoi ¢ dién trang hét.”

“C06 ai noi la cau lien quan dau.”

“Thé anh héi t6i lam gi?”

“Chung t6i quan tdm dén bt ¢t nguwdi nao cd mat trén khu dat trong vai
thang qua.”

Staines tiép tuc cong viéc cia minh. “Khong lién quan.”

“P6 khong phai diéu toi nghe dwoc.”

Po6i mat chang trai tré nheo lai. “O vay u? Theé ai da ba hoa nao?”

“Ai ma chang biét cau thuong dwa cac c6 géi t6i do.”

“Anh dang c6 gan t6i cho t6i day a?”

“Khong, nhung biét dau cau c6 thé da nhin hodc nghe thiy diéu gi giup
ich cho cudc diéu tra.” Anh madi chang trai mét diéu thudc.

Eddie dé anh cham ltra gitip. Cau ta dam chiéu suy nghi trong vai phuit,
roi dot ngdt néi. “T6i da tinh co dén do.”

“Tiép tuc di.”

“Co vé anh da hoi chi toi vai cau vé tiéng than khoc ctia phu nit vao mot
dém no. Va anh han phai tré lai dé vai lan.”

“Ngoi nha ¢ duvong East Deller a?”
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“Pung vay. Maggie Trewin la chi géi t6i, séng ¢ nha s6 2. Chong chi ay
lam viéc & nong trai. Chi 4y bdo anh mudn biét cai dém ngwoi phu ni
kia...” cau ta thém chit nhan nha ché nhao, “... kéu khoc la dém nao.”

Robinson gat dau.

“Cha,” Staines nha nhitng vong khoi hoan hao vao khoang khong. “Toi
c6 thé néi véi anh, nhung t6i mudn dam bao rang anh ré toi sé khong bao
gio dwoc biét anh 1ay thong tin tir dau. T6i sé khong xudt hién & toa an, hay
lam gi twong ty. Anh ta sé 16t da toi mat néu biét t6i 1én trén do6 va sé khéng
bao gi® chiu tir bo cho dén khi tim ra dwogc toi di vdi ai.” Cau ta lac dau rau
ri. “Pay la chuyén séng con day.” Han em gai ong anh ré chinh la nguoi
tinh trong mong cua cau ta.

“T6i khong thé dam bédo rang cau khoéng phai trinh dién & toa an,”
Robinson ndi. “Néu bén nguyén yéu cau, cau van phai tham dy théi. Nhung
c6 thé khong can. Nguwoi phu nit ay biét dau chang dong vai tro gi quan
trong trong vu an.”

“Anh nghi thé a?” Staines khit mdi. “Biét nhiéu hon t6i roi day.”

“T6i co thé dwa cau veé sé dé 1ay 10i khai,” Robinson nhe nhang noi.

“Khong di dau hét. T6i sé khong no6i gi cho dén khi chac chan Bob
Trewin sé khong phat hién ra. Anh ta giét t6i mat, chac chan la thé.” Cau ta
van tay va tiép tuc cao rom.

Nick Robinson viét tén va dia chi s& canh sat 1én mot trang gidy trong
cuon so tay. Anh xé ra va dua cho Staines. “Viét vao day chuyén da xay ra
va thoi gian, r6i gii cho t6i ma dirng ki tén gi hét.” Anh dé nghi. “T6i sé
coi nhu mot 101 chi diém nac danh. Theo cach dé, chang ai lan ra nguon géc
cua loi khai ca.”

“C6 anh biét ma.”

Robinson canh bdo. “Néu cau khong lam thé, t6i sé tré lai va dwa ca
thanh tra theo ddy. Ong &y sé& khong chdp nhan cau tra 15i ‘Khdng’ ndo
dau.”

“Toi sé suy nghi.”
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“Cau ctt nghi di.” Anh bat dau roi di. “T6i doan, ba dém trudc cau khong
¢ day ha?”

Staines hdt mot mang phan lén dinh cay rom. “Anh doan dung.”

“Mot trong cac phu nit & dién trang da bi tan cong.”

“0, vay sao?”

“Cau khong nghe ngong dugc gi a?”

Staines nhun vai. “Cé thé?’ Cau ta khé liéc vé phia anh. “M4t trong may
c6 ban la thu pham, chac luén. Pam di danh nhau nhw quy méi khi bon
chang hing tinh.”

“Vay la cau khéng nghe hay nhin thay diéu gi vao dém ay?”

Eddie quay lung lai dé don dep & goc chuong xa nhat. “Nhw da néi, toi
khong & dé.”

Chang hiéu tai sao bay gio toi lai khong tin cau nhi? Robinson thac mac
va kinh tdm tranh bai phan bo trén nén dat. Co6 nang ma hong cudi ric rich
khi anh di qua c6 ta. R6i nhw con thiéu than, co ta lao vé phia ddy chuong
va sa vao vong tay ctua anh chang sat gai.

https://thuviensach.vn



17

Walsh van dang giir rit cai mii khi McLoughlin quay lai s&. Du da nging
chay mau ttr lau nhirng 6ng van khang khang ap cai khan tay dinh mau lén
dé6. McLoughlin khong nghe trom dwgc phan nay tir cudc néi chuyén cta
Phoebe va Jonathan, anh nhin 6ng kinh ngac.

“C6 chuyeén gi vay?” Anh hoi.

“Goode danh t6i, nén toi bat giam co6 ta vi toi hanh hung,” Walsh doc dia
néi. “Pé réi xem ¢ ta con cwdi dwge nita khong.”

McLoughlin ng6i xuéng. “C6 ta van ¢ day a?”

“Khong, chét tiét. Maybury da thuyét thuc c6 ta xin 16i va t6i danh dé co6
ta di sau khi canh cdo. Li dan ba chét tiét,” Walsh néi va nhét cai khan vao
tii. “Chuang ta cé két qua véi doi giay roi. Gavin Williams da tim ra lao thg
dong doi giay ¢ East Deller.”

McLoughlin huyt sao. “Va...”

“Chac chan la cta Daniel Thompson. Lao thg con giit gidy to, Chtia ban
phuéc cho lao ta. Bao gom cé yéu cau vé chiéc giay, trong treong hgp nay
la ghi chu dac biét vé sy khac biét ctia mau day budc, roi tén nguwoi dat,
ngay dat va ngay ldy. Thompson dén d6 mot tuan trwdc khi bién mat.”
Walsh cham nhe vao miii. “Khodng thoi gian trung khdp. Co vé moi
chuyén khéng dwogc thuan lgi 1dm véi cd Goode 16i.” Ong cudi khiing khuc
tredc nhan xét cta chinh minh. “Chi can tim ra mot nguwoi thdy ong ta di
vao dién trang thoi...” Ong bé d& cau néi trong lic 14y tau ra va vui vé lau
chui. “Cau hinh dung nay? Co ta dan dwng thé nao vé vai tro cta co Cattrell
trong chuyén v& kich nho nhé vdi tén luat s dé hwéng sy cha y ctia canh
sat ra khéi ban minh, nhung vo tinh lai khién c6 ban hodng so khi dé 10 ra
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ring minh ciing biét kha kh4.” Ong ta gd 6ng tau lén dau. “Vinh biét
Cattrell.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do dau,” McLoughlin vira dat khoat dap vira nhin que
thong tau chuyén sang mau den si. “T6i c6 ghé bénh vién trén duwong dén
day. Co ta tinh r6i. T6i da c@ Brownlow xudng do6 ng6i véi co ta.”

“Bay gio co ta ra sao? Cau no6i chuyén vadi co ta chwa?”

“Vira dugc vai cau da bi y ta tredng da ra ngoai. Cé vé o ta can ngt mot
giac tr té€ mai trd 10i dugce.”

“Hurm?” Walsh danh giong hai. “Co ta da noi gi?”

“Khong nhiéu. Chang nhé duwgc bao nhiéu.” McLoughlin lam lo bang
cach nhin cham cham vao méng tay. “Co ta bao nghe thay gi d6 bén ngoai.”
Walsh 1am bam vé ngo vue. “Co vé kha khép vai 10i ké ctia cau nhi?”

McLoughlin nhin vai. “Sép t6 sai ngwdi roi. Néu anh khong bo chan bo
tay t6i lai thi gio toi da chitng minh dwgc diéu dé.”

C6 chit han hoc trong giong noi cia ngwoi dan ong gia. “Jones da cho
doi cha cau ta lat tung ca khu dat hai Ian va chang tim dwgc gi ca.”

“Vay hay dé to6i xem thé nao. T6i dang lang phi thdi gian véi dong ho so
vé Maybury. Khéng mot ai biét gi vé xu hwéng du dam cta han. Jane c6 vé
la tredng hop duy nhat. Bén do la ngd cut roi, sép a.”

Walsh tha que thong diéu hoi ham vao gié dung gidy vun va tritng trirng
nhin vién trung si vdi vé chan ghét khong gidu giém. Loi tha nhan tw y 1én
di diéu tra cia McLoughlin khién 6ng kho6 chiu. Buc minh hon nita la vu 4n
nay van nam ngoai tam kiém soat ctia ong.

Ong rat nghi ngd vién canh sat dang ding truéc mit. McLoughlin rét
cudc da biét diéu gi ma 6ng chwa biét? Cau ta tim ra maéi lién két ro6i chang?
“Cau sé phai tap trung vao tap ho so dé cho t6i khi néi chuyén xong véi tat
ca nhitng nguwdi quen biét Maybury,” 6ng cau kinh dap. “P6 la mot hwdng
diéu tra mdi va to6i muon né dugc xem xét can than.”

“Vi sao?”

Hang 16ng may cua Walsh nhiu chat lai. “Y cdu hoi vi sao la sao?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Hwdéng do sé dan ching ta tGi dau?”

“Té6i ké giét Maybury.”

McLoughlin nhin 6ong vd&i vé thich thu. “Phoebe Maybury kha hon anh
nhiéu, sép a, va cac no lyc ciaa anh chi dén thé thoi sao. Cao bdi dong tro
tan ay cting khong ra néi mét 1énh khéi t6 dau. David Maybury da lam
dung mot diva bé va n6 chinh la con gai han, gio thi han da chét. T6i nghi
han da bi chon cho nao do trong vuon, c6 thé bén dudi tham hoa phia truéc
chang han. Lic nao Phoebe Maybury ciing t¢ minh cham s6c hoa cé ca.
Fred khong bao gio dugc phép t6i gan ching. Toi nghi anh néi diung. Han
cO ta da gidu cai xac trong ham trit dong cho t&i khi cé thé ranh tay hanh
dong. Va toi nghi sau mudi nam thi chac chang con gi cho ching ta dau. Li
ché cua co ta c6 veé thich xau xé xac nguoi.”

Walsh bam mo6i. “T6i van chwa két luan gi ca. Webster ciing chuwa thé
chitng minh mot cach thod dang cai xac trong ham trir dong khong phai cta
Maybury.”

McLoughlin khit miii ché nhao. “Mdt phit trudc, anh tin chac do la
Daniel Thompson. Lay Chua, sép a, hdy thtta nhan rang anh luén cé dinh
kién vé vu nay di. N6 khién tat cd ching ta nhuw thé bi budc mot tay sau
lvng vay.” Anh chém tGi trede. “Chang c6 maéi lién két nao ca, du co, cling
khong phai loai anh dang tim. Anh dang c6 chang nhitng sy that chang lién
quan lai v&i nhau va lam thé chi t6 tao ra m6t mé hon don ma thoi.”

Noi hoang sg vi thiéu quyét doan lam bung Walsh that lai. Ping vay, ong
thAm nghi. C6 qua nhiéu 4p lyc. Ap lyc tit chinh ban than 6ng véi mong
muon gidi quyét dit diém vu 4n ctia Maybury mot 1an va mai mai, ap lwce t
gidi truyén thong dang sam soi giat tit, 4p lwc tir cdp trén doi hoi phai
nhanh chéng tim ra huéng diéu tra. Va, nhw moi khi, sttc ép lién tuc tir cap
dwdi khi nhitng nhan t6 mdi, tré trung va giau nhiét huyét luén muodn thach
thitc 6ng trong coéng viéc. Ong vira 1én quan sat McLoughlin vita nhoi
thu6c 14 vao 6ng tau, bung bao da rang minh tirng yéu mén va tin twéng ga
nay, khi cau ta bi cim chan vao c6 vg té nhat va gap rac roi tir chinh nhitng
bat dong trong cudc hon nhan ay. “Dé xuat cda cau la gi?”
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Pa thitc trang sudt ba dém, McLoughlin xoa manh hai mat. “Theo ddi sat
sao dién trang Streech. To6i dé nghi moi phién tryrc can it nhat hai nguoi. To6
chitc thém mot dot ra soat khap khu dat nita, nhwng tap trung vao khu vic
gan diém canh. Va, cu6i cung, hdy tam gac Maybury sang mot bén, tap
trung vao huvéng Thompson.”

“V&i Goode la ké tinh nghi s6 mot?”

McLoughlin can nhac trong chdc lat. “Tat nhién, ching ta khong thé bo
qua kha nang dy, nhung c6 vé vo ly.”

Walsh khé cham vao cai miii dau nhitc cia minh. “Con t6i thi thay rat c6
ly day, chang trai.”

Ba Thompson tiép dén ho v6i vé mat ciia mot nguwdi da phai chiu dwng noi
thong kho tor 1du va moi ho vao can phong sach sé nhung vo vi.
McLoughlin cé cdm giac vira du hanh nguoc thoi gian, nhw thé nhitng ngay
vira r6i chira hé xdy ra va ho lai sap bat dau mot cudc néi chuyén twong tu,
theo cach tiép can twong tw, va cho ra két qua twong tw. Walsh dwa doi giay
ra, du khong con dat trong cai tdi nhya nita, nhung trén do Iwu lai mot 16p
b6t mo, két qua tir nod lwe 1dy dau van tay du that bai cua bén giam dinh.
Ong dit chiing 1én ban tra dé ba ta nhin thay.

“Ba bdo day khong phai la giay cta ong nha, dung khong ba
Thompson?” Ong nhe nhang khién trach.

Hai tay ba ta s soang tim cdy thanh gia trén nguc. “T6i da bao thé a?
Nhung 16 rang ching la giay cia Daniel r6i.”

Walsh thé dai. “Thé tai sao ba lai n6i v6i ching t6i la khong phai?”

Nhitng giot nwdc mat dang day trong doi mat nguwoi phu nit va lan dai
xuong hai bén ma. “Quy dit da thi tham bén tai t6i.” May ngon tay ba ta lai
lan xudng hang ctc trén so mi.

“Xin Chaa ban sitc manh cho con,” Walsh 1am bam.

McLoughlin ditng phat ddy va buéc vé phia dién thoai trong goc phong.
“Tran tinh lai di, ba Thompson,” anh danh giong. “Néu khong t6i sé goi xe
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cap cttu va dwa ba dén bénh vién.”

Ba ta 1a xuoéng ghé nhu thé vira an tat.

Walsh gian dit chau may vd&i McLoughlin. “Pay c6 phai doi giay ong
Thompson da di vao ngay 6ng ay bién mat khong?”

Ba Thompson quan sat that ki. “Khong,” ba nai.

“Ba chac chi#? Hém trwdc ba khang dinh ong ay chi c6 duy nhat mét doi
giay mau nau va ong ay da di vao hom mat tich ma.”

Mi mat ba ta chdp loan 1én. “Vay u?” Ba ta thd doc. “Thé thi la lung qua.
Lan trudc, toi cdm thdy minh khéng dugc khoé cho lam. Daniel yéu nhitng
doi giay nau. Ong ay c6 nhiéu gidy mau ndu 1dm.” Ba phdy tay. “Khong
phai, day la d6i ong dy da tang cho lao gia lang thang.”

Walsh nham mat lai. Gia thuyét chong lai Diana v6n da lung lay gio cang
c6 nguy co bi bé gdy. “Lao gia lang thang nao vay?” Ong ging héi.

“Chung t6i khong héi tén ong ta,” ba Thompson néi. “Ong ta dén truéc
clra cau xin. Doi giay nam ngay trén bac thém cau thang va Daniel dem cho
ludn.”

“Po la khi nao?”

Ba Thompson rit khan tay cham 1én mat. “Trwédc hom 6ng ay bo di. Toi
nhé ro. Daniel 1a mot vi thanh, 6ng biét day. Du dang phai vat 16n vGi
nhitng moéi au lo cia minh, 6ng dy van danh thdi gian quan tam dén mét
nguoi lang thang.”

Walsh 1dy vai td gidy tir cap ra va lat gig. “Ba khai bdo 6ng nha mat tich
vao ngay 25 thang Nam,” éng néi. “Vay la lao gia lang thang dén day vao
hom 247?”

“Han la nhw vay r6i,” ba ta néi qua hang nwéc mat.

“Luc dé la may gio?”

Ba ta 16 vé bat lyc. “Oi, t6i 1am sao ma nhd dwgc. Thai diém nao d6 vao
ban ngay.”

“Sao chong ba lai & nha vao ban ngay, ba Thompson?” McLoughlin héi
khi nhin cuén s6 ghi chép ctia anh. “24 1a thit Tw. Ong ay khong & chd lam
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sao?”

Ba Thompson biu moi, giong han hoc. “Cong viéc kinh doanh gém
ghiéc. Tat ca nhitng lo nghi ctia Daniel déu tir d6 ma ra. Nao c6 phai 16i cta
ong 4y, cau biét ddy. Moi ngudi trong doi qua nhiéu & Daniel. Ong ay
khong thé cit thé ma lao vao cho chét dwgc,” ba ta yéu 6t thira nhan.

“Ba c6 thé mo6 ta ldo gia lang thang kia dugc khong?” Walsh hoi.

“0, dwgc chit,” ba ta néi. “Lio ta c6 thé sé gitip dugc cac ong, t6i dam
bdo day. Mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac quan hong va doi chiéc mi cli nat mau
nau.” Ba ta nh¢ lai. “Khodng sdu muoi, t6i doan vay, khong c6 nhiéu téc
lam va boc mui kinh khing. Lai con say khwét nita.” Ba ta nging lai, nhw
thé vira syc nhé ra gi d6. “Nhung chac canh sat da tim dugc lao réi ding
khong? Cht khong lam sao cac nguoi lai c6 doi giay nay?”

Walsh cam chiing 1én va lat nguoc lai. “Ba bdo 6ng nha khong c6 lién hé
gi vdi cac c6 ¢ dién trang Streech, thé nhung mét trong so ho, c6 Goode, da
dau tw vao cong viéc kinh doanh cta 6ng nha.”

Guong mat ba ta t6i sam lai. “T6i khong hé biét.”

“Goode khai rang da gap ba,” Walsh tiép tuc.

Ba ta im lang mot lic lau. “Co thé, t6i nhd cé noéi chuyén véi ai do tén
nhw vay ay ba hoac bon thang tredc trén pho. Daniel bao c6 ta la mot khach
hang.” Mat ba ta anh 1én sac 1ém. “Ngwoi phu nit téc vang nga dong, an
mac diém dua, diéu bo 14 1oi.”

“Phai,” Walsh 1én tiéng, cam thdy cdch mo6 ta nay tuy v& van nhung tha
Vi.

“Co0 ta goi cho t6i,” ba Thompson tiép tuc, can moi ra chiéu ché trach.
“Vi muon biét Daniel dang & dau. Toi bao c6 ta tw di ma lo viéc cia minh
dy.” Ba ta nhin xody vao vién chanh thanh tra va tritng mat 1én nhw than
ran. “Co phai c6 ta c6 lién quan dén viéc Daniel mat tich khong?”

“Chung t6i c6 kiém tra s6 sach ctia chéng ba,” McLoughlin néi nhanh.
“Chuang t6i da ghi lai nhitng diém khong nhat quan. Piéu do khién ching
toi rat thac mac.”
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“To6i khong biét c6 ta la nguwdi ¢ dién trang.” Ba Thompson &p chiéc
khan tay vao doi mat rdo hoanh. “Bay gio cac ong lai bdo o ta da dau tw
tién vao cong ty cia chong t6i u?” Cira xa 1 méd tung va lan nay nhitng giot
nuwdc mat la két qua cta noi thong kho thye sy, “Lam sao 6ng dy c6 thé lam
thé?” Ba ta sut sui. “Lam sao c6 thé chit? Bam dan ba dang ghé tém do...”

Walsh nhin McLoughlin va ding day. “Chung toi phai di day, ba
Thompson. Cam on sy hgp tac cua ba.”

Ba Thompson c6 gang nhung khéng can dwgc con 1 nwéc mat.

“Ba da nghi dén chuyén di dau do that xa chwa?” Trung si cat tiéng hoi.

Ba ta run ray budng tiéng thd dai. “Cha s& da thu xép mot ki nghi. Toi sé
dén mot khach san ven bién vao cudi tuan, chi nghi ngoi vai ngay thoi. Dau
rang nhv thé ciing chang kha hon chit nao dau, khi khong c6 Daniel bén
canh.”

McLoughlin khép ctra lai sau lwng, mat 16 rd vé tram tu.

Chéanh thanh tra Walsh nghién rang gian dit, giat can s6 chiéc Rover mdi
coong. “Sao trong cau hén hd thé ha? Ching ta vira mat huwéng diéu tra duy
nhat c6 vé sang sua day.”

McLoughlin chd dén khi chiéc xe chuyén dong. “Ai la ngwdi phu trach
vu nay ngay tr dau?”

“Néu y cau la vu mat tich ctia Thompson, thi do la Staley.”

“Anh ta c6 diéu tra can than khong? Anh ta da kiém tra ba Thompson
chua?”

“Kiém tra tat tat roi. Toi da xem ho so.”

“Anh ta cé biét vé cai xac cua chung ta khong?”

“Co.”

“Va khong nghi ngo gi?”

“Khong. Bang chithg ngoai pham ctia ba Thompson qua hoan héo. Ba ta
dwa chong dén ga Winchester, dé 6ng ta bat tau dén London. Vai nguwoi nhG
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da nhin thay Ong ta trong su6t chuyén di va mdt nguwdi con thdy ong ta &
san ga Waterloo di London, noi hita hen vay duwgc mot khoan hong 6n dinh
viéc lam an. Sau khi thd 6ng chong xudng, ba vg dén thang nha thd East
Deller dé cung tham gia phong trao nhin an hai mwoi tw gio v6i cac thanh
vién khdc trong gido doan. Daniel thanh thién dang lé cling tham gia cung
vo vao lic 6 gio sau khi di London vé. Nhung 6ng ta khong tré lai. 10 gio,
vo cha s& dwa ba Thompson vé nha riéng ¢ Larkheld va cung cho dgi trong
lic ba ta goi dién dén van phong, ban be va ngudi quen. Bén gan nira dém,
vo cha s@ goi cho canh séat va & lai v6i ba Thompson dén hét hom sau. Bay
gio ba ta da trd nén kha kich dong. Khéng mot ai nhin thdy Daniel ké ttr ltic
ong ta xuong tau ¢ London.”

“Nhung ba ta chi c6 bang chitng ngoai pham hoan hao trong ngay 25 va
26 thoi. L& 6ng ta tré vé sau do thi sao?”

Walsh danh xe ra xa 10. “Tai sao, néu da dinh bé trén ngay tir dau? Staley
doan 6ng ta dinh dung ké mot mii tén tring hai dich, mot 1a rii bé ba vo
kinh khing, va hai la dé tr6n ng. Han 6ng ta da nhdy vao mot nha vé sinh &
Waterloo, thay 4o khoac, dan mét cdp ria gia vao va tron ¢ dau do, 6m khw
khw dong cta na tich cop dugce tiv cong viéc kinh doanh trwée do. Ciing la
suy doan thoi, vi trg tha than can cia Thompson ¢ hang 10 swdi thira nhan
rang khong hé bat ngd trwdc viéc Thompson bién mat. Anh ta chi thac mac,
tai sao ong ta lai tri hoan dén lic d6 md&i bo tron. Theo anh ta, Thompson
chang khac gi thang hén va khong con chut diing khi nao ké tir khi moi
chuyén bat dau tré nén khoé khan, va cé vé ong ta da lén ké hoach bo tron.”

McLoughlin bing tay. “Anh han cho rang 6ng ta c6 ly do chinh dang dé
trd lai, ding khong? Néu khong thi lam sao c6 Goode giét 6ng ta dwgc?”

“Phai. Cha, Goode qua dung la c6 vé ngoai hap dan hon nhiéu so véi mu
khom gia ngé ngan & nha. T6i ngo rang 6ng Thompson da dan dung vu
bién mat dé dwoc song cung vdi ¢ a toéc vang hoe do.”

“Nhung khi 6ng ta xuat hién trudc civa nha, c6 Goode, nguwoi vira bi
cudm mat mudi nghin bang, lai phat hién ra rang minh khong thwong mén
ong ta nhiéu nhw hang twdng va da thoc con dao vao ngudi 6ng ta?”
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“Pai loai thé.”

McLoughlin pha 1én cwoi. “Xin 16i, sép.” Anh suy nghi mot thoang.
“Nha Thompson khong c6 con, phai khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Puoc roi, gia st mot nguwdi vo da két hon vdéi o6ng chong ba mwoi nam
c6 1é. Ong ta 1a toan bd niém tin va 1& séng caa ba vg, roi dot nhién 6ng ta
ruong ray ba ta.” Anh ngtrng lai.

“Tiép tuc di.”

“T6i can suy nghi thém bdi van cé gi d6 1an can. Thompson trén chay vi
cong viéc kinh doanh tudt déc va khong sao xt Iy dwgc nita. Long vong &
London mot hoéi, 6ng ta phat hién ra rang song lan it & d6 con té hon doi
mat vGi sy tri'ng phat & nha, nén da quay vé. Trong lic dé, vi c6 Goode da
goi dién dén va bao dang lé Thompson phéi c6 mat & dién trang Streech,
nén ba vo phat hién ra rang chong minh dang gip g& mot nguwdi phu nir
khac, va té hon nita, nguoi do lai ngap ngua trong toi 16i. Von ba ta da gan
dén gidi han chiu dung roi, thém chuyén nay cang khién ba ta titc nwéc vo
bo. Hay nhé rang ba ta 1a m6t nguwdi cuong tin. Cudc hon nhan cda ba ta
thye ra chi la mét sy doi trd, va ba ta da c6 vai ngay dé ngoi nghién ngam.
Chuyén gi sé xdy ra khi 6ng chéng dot ngot trd vé nha?”

“Phai,” Walsh tram ngam dong y. “Gia thuyét do kha thuyét phuc.
Nhung ba ta mang cai xac vao ham trit dong kiéu gi?”

“T6i khong biét. Co 1é ba ta da thuyét phuc ngudi chong di vao ham khi
ong ta van con song. Nhung moi chuyén hgp ly néu ba ta bé cai xac lai dau
do6 trong dién trang Streech, von la nguon con t6i 16i cia Daniel, va ciing
hop ly néu ba ta 10t tran 6ng chong r6i chat cai xac thanh titng manh dé
chung ta nghi do6 la David Maybury. Ba ta sé coi d6 nhu mot sy trirtng phat
d6i v6i nhitng mu phu thuy doc ac (chac chan ba ta cho rang ca ba nguoi
déu nhing tay vao viéc do), nhitng ké da huy hoai cudc doi ba ta. C6 phai
chiing ta van do theo huéng c6 nguoi khoc 16c gan nhitng ngéi nha trong
khu trang trai khong?”
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“Pung vay, nhung khong hiéu qua lam. Ca hai ho déu khai rang thoi
diém la sau ntta dém, vi lic dé ho déu da 1én giwong di ngn, va cling déu
nhat tri rang thoi gian la vao dgt thoi tiét nong bitc kéo dai tir tuan cudi
cung thang Nam dén hét gitta thang Sdu. Mot nha thi n6i la thang Nam, nha
con lai thi bao la tuan thi¢ hai cia thang Sau. Panh phéi danh cwgc théi.”

“Qua mu mo. Chung ta can tap trung vao ngay thang cu thé. Staley da
luc soat nha Thompson chwa?”

“Hai lan, mot 1an vao cai dém 6ng ta bién mat va lan tiép theo la hai tuan
sau do.”

McLoughlin chau may. “Vi sao lai c6 lan hai?”

“Cha, nguyén nhan rat tha vi. Staley nhan dwogc tin bao nac danh noéi ba
Thompson bi mat tri, xé thit chong va gidu 6ng ta dwdi san nha. Thé la mot
ngay, cau ta bat thinh linh xudt hién, tuan th¢ hai trong thang Sau, va lat
tung ca ngbi nha lén. Cau ta chang tim duwgc gi, ngoai trit ngudi phu nit bé
nho thiéu thén chuyén chan goéi ct bam riét 1ay cau ta hét phong nay qua
phong khac va 14 loi m&i moc. Cau ta tin chac chinh ba Thompson la nguoi
da viét tin bao.”

“Vi sao?”

Walsh cwoi khung khuc. “Cau ta doan ba ta thich minh.”

“C6 1€ lwvong tam khién ba ta roi ram.”

Walsh tdp xe vao lé duong bén ngoai s& canh sat. “Cling c6 thé lam,
Andy a, nhung doi giay chét giam kia khép vao cho nao? Néu qua that 6ng
chong di doi giay do, tai sao ba vo lai bo ching ngoai bai dat? Va néu ong
ta khong di, thi tai sao chiing lai xuat hién & d6?”

“Pung vay.” McLoughlin lo dang. “T6i cling dang thac mac day. Toi
khong sao gat bé dugce cam gidc ba ta da ndi that vé doi giay. Han phai cé
mot ké lang thang, anh biét ddy. M6 ta qua chi tiét va khdp véi 16i khai cho
Nick Robinson. T6i nhé chiéc quan mau héng.” Anh nhuéng mét bén 16ng
may ra chiéu hoi y kién. “T6i c6 thé thir 1an theo ddu lao ta chit.”

“Chi t6 phi thoi gian thoi,” Walsh 1am bam. “Ngay cé néu cau c6 tim ra,
thi 130 ta ndi dwgc gi vGi cau nao?”
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“Ba Thompson c6 n6i doi hay khong.”

“Hirm.” Walsh gap ngudi xuoéng vo lang. “T6i c6 mot y twdng khong hay
cho lam.” Tréng 6ng nhw muon phat bénh.

McLoughlin liéc nhin 6ng.

“Cau khong cho rang dam phu nir chét tiét d6 da ding ngay tir dau day
chi? Rang mot lao gia lang thang khon kho da 1én vao ham trit dong va lén
con dau tim?”

“Thé cai quan hong thi sao?”

Guong mat Walsh sang han 1én. “Phadi, phdi, duwong nhién réi. Théi duoc,
dé xem cau c6 thé tim ra lao ta khong.”

“T6i sé phai gac tap ho so vé Maybury sang mot bén.”

“U ctt tam thoi thé da,” Walsh gim gir.

“Va toi muon 1ap mét doi dé tim kiém trén bai dat cho dién trang thém
lan nita.” Thay giong t6 dang kéo vé trén guwong mat vién thanh tra, anh
than nhién néi not. “Dya trén gia thuyét rang cé thé ba Thompson lién quan
t¢i ham trir dong.”

Elizabeth ngoi & vi tri yéu thich, bén day ctra s6 trong phong me minh, doi
theo béng nang dang trai dai trén san hién. Co gai ty hoi khong biét da bao
lan me minh ciing ng6i & chd nay va nhin ra ngoai nhu thé. “Con phai quay
lai London thdi,” cu6i ciing co néi. “Ngudoi ta khong thé bo trong vi tri dy
mai dugc.”

“Con khong con ngay phép nao a?” Diana vui mirng khi sy im lang cudi
cung da dugc pha vao.

“Hét r6i a. Con sé di My hai tuan vao cud6i thang chin. Nén chang con
ngay nao doi ra nita.” Co6 gai quay lai. “Con xin 16i me.”

Diana lac dau. “Khong sao ma. Con sé & v6i cha con chit?”

Elizabeth gat dau. “Ciing phéi ba nam r6i con mdéi gap cha,” c6 gai tw
bao chita. “Vé may bay cling dat san r6i.”
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Ho6 sau ngan cach ho mai khung khiép lam sao, Diana tham nghi. Tat ca
chi vi cé hai déu thdy néi chuyén véi nhau qua khé. Khi nhé lai nhiéu nam
vé trdc, c6 chot nhan ra nhitng cudc noéi chuyén cua hai me con déu co6 vé
xa giao, chuwa bao gio cham dén bat cit van dé gi cé thé gay lung ting. Xét
trén khia canh nhét dinh, Phoebe van la ngudi may man. Con cai khong
phai chia sé tinh yéu thvong. Chung doan tuyét voi cha, va Phoebe cling
chang can giai thich vi sao cha chiing ruéng ray ching.

“Con c6 muon uéng gi khong?” Diana tién vé phia ta go.

“Me c6 gi a?”

«(y »

“Pugc a. Con mudn mét ly gin pha tonic.”

Diana rét rivgu va mang hai chiéc ly dén cho ctra s6. “Cung ly.” C6 ngoi
ghé 1én Iwng ghé va cung con gai ngam nhin khoang san. Néi chung, khong
nhin con bé thi tién hon. “Trong nhiéu nam lién me khong thé nghi vé
Steven ma khong gian dit. Khi nhan dwgc thw 6ng ay viét cho con va nhin
nhitng nét chit viét tay ay, ham me cang cttng, dau nhitc hang gio lién. Me
ct ludn ty hoi, Miranda c6 gi ma me khong c6.” Co bat cuoi. “Do cling la
lan dau tién me hiéu thé nao la ‘nghién rang nghién lgi’. Tuy mat doi chut
thoi gian, nhung me da vuot qua dugc roi. By gid, me dang c6 nhd lai
nhitng khodng thoi gian twoi dep. Co ay ti té€ ch? Me chwa bao gio gap co
ay, con biét day.”

Elizabeth cham chu quan sat may tro tinh nghich ctia con chim sé trén
nhitng vién da lat bén ngoai, twa ho sinh vat bé nhé ay c6 thé giai dap moi
bi an cda vii tru nay. “Khong phai 16i ctia cha,” c6 géi lén tiéng.

“Khong, khong phai. Thuc té, xét trén nhiéu khia canh thi 16i @ me nhiéu
hon. Me khong xem trong Steven. Me cho rang ong dy c6 thé séng chung
v&i mot nguwdi vg sudt ngay chi biét dén cong viéc, nhung me da lam. Cha
con dac biét ghét phai canh tranh vé&i me & vi tri d6i tac kinh doanh. Me
khong trach o6ng ay. Steven khong thé chiu dung duwgc diéu do, cling nhw
me khong thé ngirng khao khat sy nghiép sau khi con chao doi. Sy that 13,
ching ta dang 1é khong bao gio nén két hon. Ca hai con qua tré va chang ai
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thue sy hiéu vé viéc minh sap lam. Phoebe ciing vay. Di ay két hon véi
David vi da mang bau Jonathan, va khuén phép cua tang 16p trung lwu hai
muoi nam tredc budc di dy phéi cé chong. Me cuwdi Steven ciling vi nhitng
Iy do gan nhuw vay. Me mudn dén My cung 6ng dy, nhung lai khong muon
ong ba ngoai phai nghe nhitng 101 dam tiéu rang me di theo nhan tinh.” Co
thd dai. “Thé c6 Chua, Lizzie a, tit ca chiing ta déu song trong giay vo va
héi han. Chuing ta khién cudc song ctia nhau tré thanh dia nguc chi béi
khong dam ding 1én chéng lai tuc 16.”

Co gai dam dam nhin con chim sé. “Néu me hoi han vé cudc hon nhan
ay, me c6 hoi han vé hau qua cua n6é khong?”

“Y con 13, me c6 héi han da sinh con khong a?”

“Tat nhién,” co gai gian dit cat ngang, ndi dau cita sau vao tam kham.
“Me sé khong noi do la hai viéc khac nhau cha?”

Diana can than lya chon tir ngtt. “Khi sinh con ra, me da tirng phat dién
b&i nhitng thac mac cia moi nguwoi: Con bé sé giong ai? N6 giong co hay
Steven? Cau trd 16i cia me luén chi c6 mot: Chang ai ca. Me khong thé
hiéu no6i vi sao nguwdi ta can bé budc con vao mot trong hai nguwdi chiing ta.
Vi me, ké tir gidy phit chao doi, con da la mot ca thé riéng biét véi tinh
cach cta riéng con, dién mao cua riéng con, va 16i hanh x cling cta riéng
con. Me yéu con vi con la con gai me va chung ta da trudng thanh cung
nhau, nhung hon hét 1a vi me thuc sy yéu thwong con. Me yéu Elizabeth
Goode.” C6 phui mot vét bui khéi tay do con gai. “Tw con cé quyén ton tai.
Con khong phai la hau qua ctia mot cudc hon nhan.”

“Nhung con ding la thé ddy,” co gai hét 1én. “Me khong thdy sao? Con
ra thé nay la do me va cha tao thanh.”

Diana nhin con minh. “Khong, con da buéng binh ngay tw khi con bé.
Me phai dwa con vao ki luat khi con tdm tuan tudi béi con khong ngirng
khoc 16c doi an. Steven ludn goi con la ‘Ta 16t doc tai’ vi con khién ca hai
ching ta déu phai phuc tung. Vi cé gi ma gio day con nghi minh dwgc sinh
ra ma khong c6 ca tinh va bi nhao ndn bédi hai con ngudi thiéu kinh nghiém
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chit? Chuia chitng giam, con sé khién nguoi ta soc ddy néu ctt khang khang
rang tré con khéng cé tam tinh cta riéng chiing.”

Elizabeth mim cwdi. “Me thiva hiéu y con la gi ma.”

“Phai,” Diana thtra nhan. “Me hiéu y con la gi.” C6 im lang mot thoang.
“Sv that 1a, dang 18 me nén nghi dén s6m hon. Mot mat, me tw khen ngoi
ban than vi c6 mot c6 con gai doc lap, manh mé mac du hoi citng dau ciing
c6. Mat khac, me van luén mang mé con khong dwoc lap lai sai 1am cua
me.” CO cuwoi rau ri. “Xin 16i, con yéu. Hinh nhw nhitng quan diém nay
khong dwgc nhédt quan cho lam.”

“Di Phoebe cling giong hét,” Elizabeth n6i. “D6 han la yéu diém chung
cua cac ba me.”

Diana bat cudi. “Phoebe lam gi?”

“Me khong dé y sao? Hé Jonathan uong rwgu la di ay lang lang dung but
da danh ddu myc chat 1ong 1én chai. Di twéng anh dy khong phat hién ra.”

“Cha, me ciling khong biét day,” Diana ngac nhién noéi. “That ki la. Vi
sao Phoebe lai lam thé?”

“B@i chong di dy ruwgu che sudt ngay. Di dy theo doi dé dam bao
Jonathan khong sa vao vét xe do.”

Lay Chtaa, va minh khong thé trach c6 4y, Diana tham nghi, mdc du
khach quan ma noéi, hanh déng ctia c6 ay c6 vé hoi ngé ngan. “Jonathan c6
thong cam khong?” c6 to mo hoi.

“Con nghi la co.”

“Con c6 thong cam khong?”

“Con c0, nhung khong c6 nghia la me hay di Phoebe hanh xtt diing. Con
thay ca hai déu xoan xuyt 1én vi nhitng diéu c6 1é chang bao gio xdy ra.”

“Me sé uodng vi diéu d6,” Diana cung ly v6i con gai, nhung néu co6 hi
vong hiép wdc mong manh mdi mé nay sé dan dén nhitng 10i gidi bay tham
kin, thi c6 sé phai that vong. Elizabeth da quen git* tam sy trong long qua
1au r6i nén khong thé cdi mé chia sé dugc.
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“Co dy cling tot,” Elizabeth dot ngot noi. “Rat khac me. Co ay thap, tron
tria, mdc tap dé sudt ngay, ndu an gioi. Cha da tang gan mwoi ba can ké tw
lic két hon véi co dy.” C6 gai mim cuwdi. “Chang c6 cai so mi nao cua cha
con vira nita, hodc da chang con vira tir ba nam treéce réi.”

Lay Chua long lanh, Diana tham nghi, vay ra dé la diéu anh ta muon. Bat
chgt nhé vé ngudi chong truedc véi vé ngoai banh trai, tré trung, manh dé
va thuong dién quan do dugc thiét ké riéng, c6 khic khich cwoi. “To6i
nghiép Steven.”

“Cha rat hanh phtic,” con gai c6 phan doi, vi xem dé la mét 16i chi trich.

Diana gio tay lam diéu bé dau hang. “Me chac chan la thé, va me ciling
vui. R4t vui.” Va co thye sy cam thdy nhw vay.

“C6 1€ con sé phai hoi canh sat xem con da dwgc quay lai London chwa,”
Elizabeth danh bao 1én tiéng sau mét luc.

“Con muon di lic nao?”

“Ngay sau bita trra mai. Jon bao sé lai xe dwa con ra ga.”

“Thé ching ta sé hoi Walsh vao budi sang,” Diana néi. “Chac s6m mai
ong ta,sé c6 mdt & diy dé mang mo me vi vu nghich ngom chiéu nay.”

“Oi, me a,” Elizabeth git 1én nhu thé dang néi chuyén véi mot dia tré.
“Me phai can than chi? Moi khi cau gian la me lai n6i con tam banh. No6i
that, con nghi me that may man khi thoat khoéi vu d6 nhe nhang nhw vay
day.”

“U,” Diana ngoan ngoan dong y, ngac nhién khi vai trd giita ho da nhanh
chong dao chiéu.

Elizabeth day day moi dwdi. “Hom nay Jon cling danh nhau,” c6 gai bat
ngo thong bao. “Nhung me dirng n6i vai di Phoebe. Di ay sé xiu mat.”

“O dau?”

“Silverborne. Vai ké tho 16 nhan ra anh dy tir tdim anh trén béao, chup
ngoai cong bénh vién vao cai dém di Anne bi tan cong. Ho goi anh ay la tén
ma c6 cua dam gai goi, nén anh 4y dam thang vao mat mot tén va co gio bé
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chay.” C6 mim cuwdi. “Con kha an twgng khi anh dy ké con nghe. Con
khong nghi anh dy lai c6 mau danh dam trong nguoi.”

Diana nghi dén David Maybury. Jonathan tat nhién cling c6 mau ay trong
nguoi roi.
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18

Trong vong hai muoi tw gio, Anne hoi phuc nhanh chéng dén mirc gio co
dang phai chiu dung con thém nicotine khing khiép. C6 yéu cau duwgc xuat
vién. Jonathan bdo c6 dirng cw xi& nhu ké ngoc thé. “Di da suyt chét day.
Néu khong nho trung si, chac han di da xong doi réi. Co thé di can thoi
gian hoi phuc va vugt qua con soc.”

“Chét tiét,” c6 kéu 1én. “Di chang nhd chit gi ca. Khong c6 nhitng trai
nghiém can ké cai chét, khong troi 1o Ittng trén tran nha, khong c6 anh sang
phia cu6i dwong ham. Toan la chuyén vé van. Néu khong di da viét hét ra
roi. Va dé chinh la hau qua cua viéc theo dudi chi nghia vo than day.”

Von cé nhiéu ly do dé coi McLoughlin nhw mot hién than ctia chii nghia
anh hung, Jonathan lién qué trach c6. “Di da cam on cha dy chwa?”

Anne tri'ng mat nhin hét cau dén ni* canh sat canh giwong. “Vi cai gi?
Anh ta chi lam cong viéc ctia minh thoi ma.”

“Cttu mang di.”

Co tron mat. “N6i that, véi cdm giac cta di bay gio, thi mang di khong
déng citu dau. Cudc sdng thi nén dé dang, vui vé va khéng dau dén chit. O
day khong c6 gi nhu thé cd. Chang khac nao mot nha tu, diéu hanh bdi
nhitng ké tan ac.” C6 hat dau vé khu vire quan ly khoa. “Mu gia d6 nén bi
nhot lai. Ba ta cwoi ha ha moi lan choc kim vao ngudi di va oang oang rang
ba ta lam thé vi muon tot cho di. Chua oi, di can mot diéu thudc. Tubn vao
day mot it cho di di, Jonny. Di sé rit thuéc duwdi chan thoi. Khong ai biét
dau.”

Cau nhe rang cudi. “Cho dén khi ca cai giwong boc chay.”

“Pay, lai con cwdi nita,” ¢6 budc toi. “Co van dé gi v6i moi nguoi vay?
Vi sao tat ca déu thay titc cuwdi thé ha?”
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Pang ngoi phia bén kia giwdong, nit canh sat Brownlow ciling phai cwoi
tham.

Anne ném anh nhin chéan ghét vé phia c6 ta. “T6i tham chi con chang
biét c6 dang lam gi & day,” co ndi. “T6i da néi vdi co tat ca nhitng gi toi co
thé nhé dugc, va do la con s6 khéng.” Co khong thé nao ty do néi chuyén
vdi bat ¢t ai, r6 rang la vi ngudi phu nit chét tiét kia civ dong do & day, va
diéu do khién c6 phat dién 1én duoc.

“T6i ¢ day theo 1énh,” nit canh sat diém tinh n6i. “Thanh tra mu6n phai
c6 ai d6 ngay khi c6 nhd ra diéu gi.”

Anne nham mat va nghi dén tit cd nhitng cach c6 thé dé giét
McLoughlin khi gap lai anh ta lan nita.

Con McLoughlin Idc nay thi dang lam nhiém vu thu thap thong tin vé lao
gia lang thang va gtti ban mo td vé ldo tdi cac bot canh sat trong khu vuc.
Anh goi dién cho mot dong nghiép & Southampton va nho anh ta kiém tra
quanh doé.

“Piéu gi khién cau nghi lao sé dén day?”

“Logic,” McLoughlin néi. “Lao di thang vé cho cau va trong vung nay,
chinh quyén cho cau thuong cam ngwoi vo gia cu hon ca.”

“Nhung da hai thang r6i, Andy a. Cé khi lao da di duwgc may tuan roi ay
ch.”

“T6i biét. Nhung du sao, mo ta nay ciling day du ma. Ai dé c6 thé nhé ra
ong dy. Néu ching ta c6 mot cai tén, moi chuyén sé dé dang hon. Thit xem
cau c6 thé lam gi.”

“Thoi diém nay t6i ban lam d6.”

“Ai chang vdy. Chao nhé.” Anh cham dit trang cau nhau ctia ngudi kia
bang mot tha thudt don gian la dat 6ng nghe vé cho cti, r6i bo lai coc ca phé
lanh ngat va vdi va roi di trede khi ban anh goi lai vdi ca ta 1y do nita. Cam
thdy nhe nhom, anh dén dién trang va néi chuyén véi Jane Maybury. Co bé
cho biét da san sang tra 16i cau héi. Anh héi c6 bé c6 can dé me ngoi canh
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trong ltc trao doi khong, nhung Jane lac dau, vi nghi khong can thiét. Véi
nu cwoi thoang chut au lo, Phoebe dwa ho vao phong khach va déng ctra lai.
Ho ngo6i canh day khung ctra kiéu Phéap. C6 bé trong van xanh xao, véi lan
da mau thach cao giong kem sita, nhung McLoughlin doan do6 1a mau da ty
nhién. C6 bé mac quan jeans bac phéch va do phéng cé dong chit “Bristol
City” in ngang ngwc. Anh nghi trong trang phuc that chang ra sao trén cai
co thé mong nhw xac ve do.

Jane doc dwgc suy nghi ctia anh. “Tai c hi vong lan nay sé kha hon
ddy,” co bé noi. “Lan nao ciing thé.”

McLoughlin mim cwdi. “Chd nghi ai ciing vay théi, chang chuyén nay
thi chuyén khac, néu khéng thanh cong ngay tir dau.”

C0 bé bon chon roi ngoi ngay ngan lai. “Thé chi muén hoéi chau diéu
gi?”

“Chi vai diéu thoi, nhung trwedc hét, mong chau hiéu chi khong mudn
lam chau buon. Hé thdy kho chiu truedc cau hoéi cua chi, ci¥ néi ra va ching
ta sé dirng lai. Néu c6 diém nao ma chau chi mudn néi véi nit canh sat, cha
nhac lai, chi can néi ra va chu sé thu xép.”

Jane gat dau. “Chau hiéu.”

McLoughlin ggi nhac c6 bé vé cai dém xdy ra vu tan cong va nhanh
chéng diém lai 16i khai vé chuyén xem ti vi va nghe thay tiéng kinh v@.
“Anh chau la nguoi dau tién xudng tang, chd nghi chau da néi vay.”

“Vang. Anh dy nghi c6 thé la ké trom nén dan chau va Lizzie & yén mot
cho cho dén khi anh dy bao lai.”

“Chau c6 ¢ yén khong?”

“Khong. Lizzie c doi di theo Jon dén cho di Diana. Ching chau khong
biét ctra s6 & khu nao bi v&. Chau bdo sé di kiém tra ddy phong ctia me, con
Jon thi chay thang dén cho6 chui.”

“Chuyén gi xady ra sau do?”

“Me va di Diana dén sanh ctung lic vd&i bon chau. Me di theo Jonathan.
Chau kiém tra phong nay, di Diana ngé qua thw phong va Lizzie di xem
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dwdi bép. Khi chau tré lai sdnh, me dang chay xudng tang véi mdt chong
chan cung tii chwom néng va hd hoan di Diana goi xe cap cttu. Chau goi y
phai di bao vdi Fred dé bac &y mé cong va me bao ding roi, me quén mat
ddy.” C6 bé xoe ban tay trén long. “Nén chau lay den pin dat trén ban &
sanh va di ra ngoai.”

“Tai sao lai la chau? Sao khong phai con gai cua Goode?”

Co bé nhtin vai. “D6 1a y ctia chau. Du sao ltic dy Lizzie cling chia kiém
tra dwdi bép xong.”

“Chéu khong sg a? Chau khong nghi dén chuyén chd c6 bé 1én nha dé di
cung minh sao?”

“Khong a,” co bé néi. “Chau khong nghi tdi chuyén d6.” Co6 vé chinh c6
bé ciing bat ngd rang tai sao minh lai lam thé. C6 bé ngam nghi mot lat.
“Néi that, c6 gi dang so dau. Nghe me néi di Anne bi 6m, chau twdng di bi
viém rudt thira hay dai khai thé thoi. Chau chi mai nghi tai ddm nha bao ma
nha minh méi phéi khoa céng phién phitc thé nay.” C6 bé khé cao giong.
“Cling c6 phai chau chwa ty di ra cong bao gio dau. Chau da di ca tram lan
roi, tham chi l1a trong bong tdi. Thinh thodng chau dén dé va néi chuyén vai
Molly khi Fred t6i quan rugu.”

“U, tat ca déu hop 1y.” McLoughlin mim cwdi khuyén khich. “Chéu chay
nhanh lam. Cha phai hét hoi méi bat kip dwoc day.”

Jane bo tay khoi vat 4o phong nhan nhum. “Chau lo cho di Anne.” Co6 bé
thtra nhan. “Di c6 thé dot ti bat cit lic nao. Suy nghi rung ron ay ctt luan
quan trong dau nén chau gang sitc chay.”

“Chau rat quy co ay, phai khong?”

“Di Anne giong nhw hoa vo wu vay,” Jane noi. “Séng va cit song thé thoi,
do 1a phwong cham cua di. Di dy chia bao gio can thiép hay phé phan chau.
Nhung chau cho rang véi di ay thi phong cach ay la phu hgp. Di khong c6
dita tré nao dé lo lang ca.”

“Me chu la ngudi hay lo lang,” McLoughlin néi déi. Anh nhé rang diéu
duy nhat ba McLoughlin tirng lo nghi la liéu ba c6 dén mudn budi choi
Bingo hay khong ma thoi.
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Jane chong hai tay 1én cam. “Me thi tuyét voi r6i,” c6 bé ngay ngé tam
sw. “Nhung me van nghi chau can dwgc bdo vé. Di Anne ldc nao ciing
khuyén me hay dé chau ty d6i mat v4i nhitng tran chién ctia minh.” C6 bé
cu6én mot lon toc den dai quanh ngon tay.

McLoughlin bét tréo chan va ngoi sau vao ghé, thong tha hoi. “Tran
chién co 4?” Anh nhe nhang tréu choc. “Chau cé nhitng tran chién gi ma
ghé gém vay?”

“Mday chuyén v@ van ay ma,” co bé qua quyét. “V@i chd chac chi nhw
viing bun lay, nhung véi chau lai sttng sttng nhuw ngon nui vay. Chac chua sé
cudi chau mat.”

“Chu khong nghi vay dau. Chau ciing sé cudi trede nhitng tran chién cia
chu théi.”

“Ké chau nghe xem,” c6 bé dé nghi.

“Thoéi dugc.” McLoughlin nhin gwong mat twoi cuwoi, day tin twéng cia
cd bé va tham nghi, wdc gi Jane chwa tirng phai trdi qua nhitng chuyén kinh
khung kia va giit mai dugc nu cwoi ay. “Tran chién té hai nhat ma chu tirng
gdp phai la v6i me, héi chu bang tu6i chadu. Chu da 1én dwa ban gai vao
phong ngd, mong c6 duwgc mot dém day dam mé. Me budc vao khi hai diva
dang do tay.”

“Chao 0i,” c6 bé thot Ién. “Sao cha khong khoa cira lai?”

“Khong c6 khoa.”

“Chac phai xau ho lam,” Jane n6i vdi vé thong cam.

“Pung vay ddy,” anh dap. “Ban gai chi chuén mat va cha phai chién dau
vOi ba me gia kho tinh trong tinh trang khong manh vai che than. Ba cho
chi hai lwa chon: Néu chu thé khong bao gio tai pham nita, chd duwgc phép
¢ lai. Bang khong, ba sé dap chu ra duong.”

“Thé chud lam gi?”

“Poan xem,” anh goi y.

“Chu bo di, ngudi van tran trung truc.”

McLoughlin gio ngon cai 1én khen nggi. “Tring phoc luon.”
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Jane tron mat nhw mét di¥a tré. “Nhwng roi cha 1dy quan 4o & dau? Sau
do6 chd da lam gi?”

Anh nhe rang cwoi. “Cha nap trong bui cay cho dén khi deén tat hét thi
lay cai thang trong kho ra va tréo vao phong ngt. Cira s6 dé m@. Dé nhw
bdn. Chu 1én giwong, danh mét giac ngon lanh roi sap va li va bién khéi
nha treéc khi me thitc day vao sang hom sau.”

“Chu van gap ba chi?”

“0), c6 chiz,” McLoughlin néi. “Chu phai thyc hién nghia vu vao cac bita
trra Cht nhat. Bé chi néi chau nghe, chi nghi sau day ba da hoi han ghé
lam. Nha ctta trong vang han twr khi chu di.” Anh im ldng mot thoang. “Gio
dén lwgt chau,” anh noi.

Jane cwoi khic khich. “Khong cong bang. Tran chién cda chu rat hai
hwéc, con cua chau thi toan uy mi vé van thoi. Nhitng chuyén kiéu nhw
minh cé nén an moén khoai tdy nghién nay khéng? Minh c6 dang lam viéc
vat va qua khong? Sao minh khong ra ngoai va tan huéng cuéc song mot
chat nhi?”

“Cudi cung chau c6 lam nhu thé khong?”

“Ra ngoai va tan huong cudc séng ay a?”

Anh gat dau.

“Khong nhiéu lam.” Méi Jane mim lai vé bat can, khién c6 bé nhu gia
hin di. “Y twéng vé viéc tin huéng cudc séng ciia me chau 1a ra ngoai choi
v6i dam con trai. Chau thi chang thay chuyén dé thu vi chit nao.” Mat c6
bé nheo lai. “Chau khong thich dan 6ng cham vao chau. Me chau lai khong
muon chau nhw vay.”

“Ciling chang c6 gi la. Han me chau c6 cam giac d6 la 16i cta c6 dy.”

“Vang, nhung d6 khong phai 16i cia me chau,” c6 bé lién dap. “Chau
wéc gi me nhan ra diéu dé. Viéc kho s@ nhat trén doi la phai doi mat vai
cam giac t6i 16i cta ngwoi khac.”

“Jane nay, chau nghi chuyeén gi da xay ra vGi cha chau?”
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Cau hoi lo Itrng trong khong trung nhw dong rac boc mui hoi thoi. Co bé
quay di va nhin ra ngoai ctra s6, khién anh ty hoi c6 phai minh da tién qua
nhanh dé r6i bo 18 co hdi néi chuyén thang than hay khong. Anh hi vong la
khong, vi 1gi ich cta c6 bé, cling vi si thanh bai ctia lan 1ay 16i khai nay.

“Chau sé ké chu nghe chuyén xdy ra vao cai dém 6ng ta bd di,” cubi
cung co bé 1én tiéng, mat van nhin ra ngoai. “Chau nhd rat r6, nhung khong
ndi véi ai, ké ca bac si tdm ly ctia minh. C6 nhitng phan chau muén git lai,
nhitng phan khong an khép vdi cau chuyén, va ca nhitng phan chau mudn
quén di.” Co6 bé ngitng mot thoang. “Chau khong nghi vé chuyén ay nhiéu
nam nay cho dén dém hom trwdc. Va r6i, qua khit lai &m anh tam tri, va
chau cho rang nhitng diéu chau mudn quén di c6 thé lai rat quan trong.”

Co bé ndi tr ton va ro rang. Ty minh dan dat cau chuyén thé nay, co thdy
chang viéc gi phai r6i 1én cd. Co bé ké vGi anh, sau khi Phoebe di lam,
David bao c6 bé xa nuwdc vao bon tam. P4 la am hiéu ngam rang han ta
muoén chuyén dé. Thoéi quen nay do han tw nghi ra va c¢6 bé phai hoc cach
chap nhan. Jane mo ta toan bo qua trinh v6i vé vo cdm va McLoughlin
doan co6 bé da nhac lai cau chuyén nay nhiéu lan & cho bac si tam ly. Co bé
ké vé viéc David tién dén thé nao va ban than minh bwéc vao phong ngt ra
sao, nhw thé dang binh ludn mot tran co.

“Nhung dém d6, 6ng ta lam mdt viéc rat la lung,” Jane hwéng anh nhin
tam t6i vé phia vién trung si.

Anh mat mot lic méi thot nén 16i. “Do6 1a gi?”

“Ong ta bao 6ng ta yéu chau. Trudc day, ong ta chua titng 1am thé.”

McLoughlin chodng vang. Qua nhiéu dau dén va khong mot 16i 1é yéu
thwong. R6i dén cudi cung, lai ndi ra may 16i ngot ngao dé dé lam gi co
cht, ngoai viéc chi cang chitng minh cho sy gia nhan gia nghia ctia minh?
“Tai sao chau lai cho rang diéu dy quan trong?” Anh binh tinh héi.

“Pé chau ké no6t cau chuyén da,” c6 bé dé nghi. “Va cé 1é no6 cling sé
khién chu bat ngo.” Lan nay, tredc khi cdng birc con gai minh, han tang
c6 bé m6t moén qua dwoc goi can than trong gidy lua. “Trudc ddy, ong ta
cling chwa bao gio lam diéu dé.”
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“Qua gi vay?”

“Mot con gau bong nhé. Hoi bé, chau tirng suwu tap gau bong. Khi 6ng ta
xong xudi...” c6 bé tom lwge nhitng gi da xdy ra trong nam tir ngan ngui,
“... 0ng ta vuot toéc chau va néi xin 16i. Chau héi vi sao trudc dé ong ta
chwa bao gio xin 16i. Pung lic ay me bwdc vao va cau héi kia mai mai
khong dwgc tra 16i.” C6 bé bong choc im lang va nhin cham cham vao tay
minh.

Anh cho doi nhung Jane van im lang, vai phiut sau anh danh hoi.
“Chuyén gi xay ra tiép theo?”

Co bé cuoi buon. “That sy cling khdng c6 gi. Ho chi nhin nhau tuwéng
nhv tGi vai tiéng dong ho. Cudi cung, 6ng ta xudng giwong va kéo quan
1én.” Giong c6 bé lanh tanh. “Ci* nhv mét vé hai kich ré tién & rap
Whitehall vdy. Chau van nhé gwong mdat me lic ay. Pong cing, y nhuw
twgng. Trong me bot bat, triv vét bam tim trén mat vi bi 6ng ta danh hom
tredc. Me chi ctr dong khi ong ta da roi khoi phong. Me nam xudng bén
canh va 6m chau. Hai me con c¥ nam nhw vay cd dém. Dén sang thi 6ng ta
da di mat.” C6 bé nhiin vai. “Nha chau chang bao gio gap lai 6ng ta nita.”

“Me chau co ndi gi voi ong ta khong?” Anh hoi.

“Khong. Me khong can lam thé.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Chd biét ‘4nh mét ding ding sat khi’ roi ddy.” Anh gat dau. “Anh mét
dé nhu thé dwoc khac trén gwong mat me vay.” Co bé can moi. “Chu nghi
saon?”

Co bé khién anh bat ngg, t6i noi suyt budt miéng, chi nghi me chau da
giét ong ta, nhung anh chi hoi. “Vé chuyén gi co?”

CoO bé to ra that vong. “Chuyén hién nhién qua ma. Chau ct hi vong chu
cling cam thdy twong tw.” Trén gwong mat gay go hién ré noi mong wdc
manh liét, vé mot chuyén gi dé anh khong sao hiéu noi.

“Cho da,” anh nghiém nghi néi. “Cho chii mot phut dé suy nghi. Chau
biét ro cau chuyén dy. Nhung chad thi méi nghe lan dau.” Anh nhin nhitng
ghi chd cia minh va bat ndo hoat dong hét cong suat dé tim ra diéu Jane
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muon héi. Anh lién két ba diém David chwa bao gid lam trwéc dé: tinh yéu,
qua, xin 18i. Y nghia ctia chiing 1a gi? Ly do c6 bé nghi cha minh 1am thé 1a
gi? Vi sao han lai c6 nhitng hanh déng d6? Vi sao mot ngudi cha lai néi véi
con gai rang, ong ta yéu nd, tang qua cho n6 va hoi han vé nhitng hanh
dong tan ac cua minh? Anh ngudc lén va bat cudi. Sau cung, moi viéc cling
rd rang dén mic khién anh stng s6t. “Ong ta dang 1én ké hoach bé di. Ong
ta muon nai 10i tir biét. D6 1a ly do tai sao 6ng ta bién mat khong dé lai dau
vét. Ong ta da sip xép tat ca tir trudc.”

Co bé budng tiéng thé dai. “Pung vay, chau nghi thé day.”

Anh xtc dong nga nguwoi tdi trede. “Nhung chau co biét 1y do vi sao 6ng
ta muon bién mat khong?”

“Khong, chau khong r6.” C6 bé ngoi thang day va gat mé toc den khoi
mat. “Tat ca nhitng gi chau biét, la khong phai 16i ctia chau.” Jane khé né&
nu cuwoi. “Chu khong thé twong twgng duge nhan thirc nay tuyét voi thé nao
v0i chau dau.”

“Nhung khong ai nghi d6 la 16i cia chau ma, phai khong?”

“Khi chau tdm tudi, me bat gap chau trén giwvong v6i cha. Vi thé ma cha
chay tron va me bi coi la ké giét ngwoi. Khi chau mudi tudi, tinh tinh Jon
thay doi. Anh ay khong con la tré con nita va thay thé vi tri ctia ngudi cha
trong nha. Anh dy da thé sé gilt bi mat vé nhitng chuyén da xay ra va khéng
bao gio dé cap dén cha nita.” Jane nghich nhitng ngon tay. “Cam giac t6i 16i
ctia me tr@ thanh néi am anh véi chinh ban than chau.” C6 bé nguwdc mat
1én. “Chuyén xay ra vao dém hom treéc chang khac gi trong cai rai lai co
cai may. N6 giip chau hiéu ra nhiéu diéu. May nam lién ngoi tri liéu, bac si
tam ly da co hét sirc dé gitp chau thoat khéi cam giac t6i 16i. Xét & mot
mitc nao do, ong dy da thanh cong, chau don tat ca vao tan sau trong tam
tri. Chau la nan nhan, chit khong phai ké c6 toi. Chau bi ép budc bagi nguoi
chau dwoc day phai ton trong. Chau dong y 1am thé béi chau qua tré dé hiéu
rang minh cé thé Iya chon.” Co bé thoang ngirng lai. “Nhuwng dém vira roi,
c6 18 vi chau qua sg¢ hai nén tat ca da quay trd lai, ro rang dén kinh ngac.
Lan dau tién trong doi, chau nhan ra moi chuyén da thay doi ké tir cai dém
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ong ta bé di. Lan dau tién trong doi, chau khong can c6 bién ho cho sy vo
t0i ctia minh nita. Chéu hiéu ra rang, nhitng no6i khon khé va bap bénh trong
muoi nam qua kiéu gi cling sé xdy dén, du me c6 phat hién chuyén cta
chau v@i ong ta hay khong.”

“Chau da ké vdi me chua?”

“Van chua a. Sau khi néi chuyén véi chi chau sé ké. Chau muén me
cling hiéu ra dwgc nhu chau.”

“Ké chu nghe chuyén gi da xdy ra trén dwong chau dén diém canh di,”
anh khuyén khich. “Chéau n6i minh nghe thay tiéng thg.”

C0 bé bam moi suy nghi. “Gid nghi lai chau thady hoi mo ho,” co bé thira
nhan. “Chau van 6n cho téi Iic bat dau buwéc vao 16i di thang dan dén cong.
Khi vong qua khtic quanh, chau di cham lai bgi vira bi dau x6c 1én. Chau
nghe thay tiéng ai d6 dang thd ra that dai, nhw kiéu thé sau khi nin mét lic
dé chita ndc ay. Dwong nhu ai d6 & rat gan. Chau hodng qua nén bat dau
chay tiép. Roi chau nghe thdy tiéng budc chan ram rap va tiéng hét.” Co bé
nguwong ngung nhin anh. “D6 la chd. Chu lam chau sg kinh khing. Gio
chéau khong chac minh cé nghe thay tiéng thé hay khong nita.”

“Pugc r6i,” McLoughlin néi. “Khong quan trong dau. Khi chau bao rang
chéau twong do 1a cha chau, c6 phai vi chau qua sg khong? Hay tiéng thd dé
ggi chau nhd dén 6ng ta?”

“Khong,” c6 bé noi. “Chau tham chi chang nhé n6i mat mii nita 1a, néi
gi dén tiéng thd. Qua lau roi. Me da dot tat ca anh cta ong ta.” Co bé nhin
anh c6 ghép cac manh moi lai v&i nhau. “Chau tra 16i nhw vay c6 tot khong
a?”

“Tét u?” Trong con béc dong, anh nhoai nguwdi vé trwedc va khé siét tay
co bé. “Chu phdi ndi rang me do dau cia chau sé hai long lam ddy, tiéu thw
a. Hay quén hét nhitng tran chién di, chau vira leo 1én dinh Everest ctia
chinh minh r6i. Ké tir lic nay, viéc can lam chi la xuéng doc thoi.”
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Phoebe dang ngoi trén chi€c ghé trong vwon canh ctra trwdc, tay chong
cam, lo dang nhin nhitng tham hoa vién quanh 16i vao tréi séi.

Anh héi: “Cho phép t6i ngoi cung co6 nhé?”

Co gat dau.

Ho im lang vai phut.

“Lan ranh phan dinh gitta m6t phdo dai va mot nha tu rat mong manh,”
anh nhe nhang nhan xét. “Muoi nam la quang thoi gian dai. Co khong nghi,
ban an cho chinh minh nhw vay la du r6i sao?”

Phoebe ngoi thang ddy, cay dang ra hiéu vé phia lang. “Hoi ho di,” c6
noi. “Chinh ho da dung hang rao thép gai.”

“Vay u?”

Theo ban nang, c6 day kinh lén trén miii nhw mot cach phong vé.
“Puong nhién. To6i chwa bao gid chon cudc séng thé nay. Nhung anh biét
lam gi khi moi nguwdi chong lai minh? Cau xin long t6t ctia ho sao?” Co bat
tiéng cuoi khan. “Toi sé khong lam thé dau.”

Anh nhin chdm chdam vao hai ban tay. “D6 khong phai 16i cua ¢6,” anh
diém tinh néi. “Jane hiéu diéu d6. Ban chat han ta da la nhu vay réi. Du co
c6 lam gi di nita cling chang thay déi dwgc dau.”

CoO thu minh lai, dé mac sw im lang kéo dai. Trén dau ho, nhitng con
chim nhan lao minh xu6ng r6i bay vit 1én. Mot con chién chién dang co
gan c6 cat tiéng hot. Co lay chiéc khan tay tir 6ng tay ao ra va cham lén
mat. “T6i khong nghi minh lai quy anh nhw vay,” c6 noi.

Anh nhin c6. “Tat ca ching ta déu mang ganh nang toi 16i trén vai. D6 la
ban chat cia con nguwdi. N6i chuyén véi bat cit ai méi mat nguwoi than hoac
mai ly hon di, c6 sé dugc nghe nhitng cau chuyén twong ty nhau, gia nhw
toi lam diéu nay... gid nhw to6i khong lam diéu kia... gia nhw t6i t¥ té hon...
gia nhu t6i phat hién ra s6m. Kha nang ty trieng phat ban than cta ching ta
la v6 han. Nhung diém mau chot 1a phai biét khi nao nén dirng lai.” Anh
khé dat tay 1én vai c6. “Co da ty trirtng phat ban than minh qua lau r6i. Co
khong thdy sao?”
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CO quay mat di. “Lé ra toi phdi biét,” c6 ndi qua chiéc khan tay. “Han
lam ton thwong con bé va dang 1€ t6i phai biét.”

“Lam sao co biét dugc? Co cling nhw nhitng ngwdi khac ma thoi,” anh
tan nhan noi ra sy that. “Jane yéu c6, con bé mudn bao vé c¢6. Néu tu trach
minh, c6 sé twdc di moi cd gang cta con bé.”

Lai mot quang dai im lang trong lic Phoebe c6 cam nwdc mat. “T6i la
me con bé. Chi t6i mdi c6 kha nang citu né, nhung khi né can thi t6i lai
chang bao gid xudt hién. Sw that d6 khién t6i khong thé chiu dung néi.” Bo
vai c0 run ray duéi ban tay anh.

Chang dirng lai dé suy xét xem lam nhw vay cé thich hgp hay khong,
theo ban nang, McLoughlin viwon tay ra, kéo c6 vao long va dé co6 thon
thitc. Anh doéan, d6 khong phai nhitng giot nwdc mat dau tién roi xudng,
nhung lai 1a nhitng giot nwéc mat dau tién roi xudng vi co6 nhan ra da dé lac
mat ban than vao mot thé gigi, noi cé cho rang minh c6 thé lam bat cit diéu
gi. Doi khi, chién thang nghich canh chi la ddm d6i mat véi mét that bai
nho sau mot that bai 16n truéc dé ma thoi. Bi kich, nhw véi Phoebe, chinh
la phai d6i mat véi mot that bai khing khiép qua sém va chang bao gio
guong day dugce nita. Trai tim anh, du van con bam gidp va héo hon, ciing
thdy dau dén thay cho c6.

Anh dirng xe noi goéc quanh ngay tredc quang duwong thang tap danh cho 6
t0 va buéc ra. Gan. Jane da noi thé. Vay cé nghia, ké do da nau minh giira
nhitng bui do quyén doc hai bén duwdng. Cho tdi ltic nay, nhitng cudc lung
suc déu khién anh that vong. Trong khi c* mot doi ra soat ham triv dong dé
lan ra moi lién hé véi ba Thompson, anh ty minh kiém tra san hién, tim
nhitng dau hiéu cia ké da tdn cong Anne. Néu thyc sy moi viéc dién ra nhw
anh nghi, han sé c6 vo s6 bang chitng. Nhung Walsh néi ding. Ngoai trir
mady vién gach bat khoi ché va dau mau thudc 14 mang nhan hiéu ma ca
Fred va Anne déu khong hut, thi chang c6 gi. Khong hung khi. Anh kiém
tra ti mi tirng vién gach va so6i dé tim vét mau. Khong cé dau chan, bai cé
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qua ran do thoi tiét kho han va nhitng phién da lat thi qua sach sé nhg viéc
quét don thwong xuyén cia Molly. Khong c6 mau, du chi mét giot nho, dé
chitng minh Anne da bi danh ¢ bén ngoai chit khong phai trong phong. Anh
bat dau tw hoi, khong biét c6 phai minh da dat qua nhiéu niém tin vao sy
chac chan ctia Phoebe hay khong. Mudi nam la mét quang thoi gian dai va
con nguoi co thé thay doi. Phoebe khang dinh, viéc nay chi xdy ra duy nhat
mot lan. Nhung néu ¢6 da 1am hodc néu c6 noi doi thi sao? Anh khong nghi
ra kha nang nao khac. Van chua thé.

Anh nam bo xudng, chong hai tay va dau goi 1én dat va bat dau ti man
kiém tra doc 16i vao. Néu & day qua that c6 manh moi nao do, thi ciling sé
khong dé dang tim dugc. Pa c6 mot doi dwge cir dén nhung khong phat
hién ra diéu gi. Anh bao ho tip trung xudng quang dwédi, xa hon mot chuit,
gan noi anh dudi kip Jane, ciing la noi anh thoang c6 cdm giac minh va co
bé bi theo doi. Anh bo doc man bén trai, dau g6i dau nhitc, mat cang ra
canh gidc. Nhung sau nita gio, anh danh bé cudc vi chang tim thdy gi.

Kiét sttc, anh ngo6i xom trén got chan va tham nguyeén raa sy bat cong.
Chi mot 1an thoi, hdy dé toi dwgc lam ké may man. Chi mot 1an thoi, hay dé
thit gi d6 ty nhién roi xudng tredc mat to6i ma téi khong phai chong mong
1én tim kiém.

Anh chuyén sang man phai con dwong va do ngugc vé phia géc quanh.
Anh doan minh da gan dén cho chiéc xe, nhwng réi anh phat hién ra mot
th. Anh hit mot hoi that sdu va dam vao dam da dam, gam gu, lac dau
quay quay nhu ch6 dai. Gia nhw bat dau ¢ man phai, anh da tim ra thit chét
giam ay tr mot gio trwdc va khoi phai kho sé thé nay.

“Cau 6n chtt, con trai?” Ai do cat tiéng hoi.

McLoughlin liéc qua vai va thdy Fred dang cham cham nhin anh. Anh
nhe ring cuoi va ditng day. “On,” anh cam doan v&i 6ng. “T6i vira phét
hién ra thang khon da danh c6 Cattrell.”

“T6i khong thdy gi ca,” Fred lam bam, nhin McLoughlin v&i vé ngd vuc.

McLoughlin cti thap ngudi xuéng va vach bui ram, gat m@ 1a ra khéi thi
gi do trén mat dat. “Nhin nay. May chang trai doi giam dinh sé dugc mot
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ngay thoa thué lam viéc day.”

Fred thd hon hén nang nhoc, ndng né ngoi xom xudng canh anh. “Cha,
ngac nhién qua,” 6ng noi. “Po la chai Bdc biét cuia Paddy Clarke.”

Nau minh gitta déng gach v& nat dwdi bui d6 quyén, duge nguy trang
hoan héo, la mot chai bia bang da kiéu c6 véi 16p dat méng mau nau sam
bam vao day chai. McLoughlin von chi quan tdm dén viéc tim vai dau van
tay va thit gi dé6 nhw dau vét cia doi ung giam 1én dat mém dwdi bui cay
day dac, McLoughlin to mo quay lai nhin 6ng. “Chai Ddc biét cua Paddy
Clarke la cai gi thé?”

Fred rau ri c6 gang nang than hinh kénh cang ditng day. “Ciing khong hai
gi, that sy la vay. N6 nghiéng vé sd thich hon la kinh doanh, du t6i khong
nghi bén thué vu sé dong y. Clarke c6 mot can phong & sau ga ra dé chung
cat thit nay. Chi st dung nhitng nguyén liéu truyén théng va ct i nhu vay
cho tdi khi n6 c6 vi nhe mat. Khong mot loai bia nao sanh dugc vdi loai
ndy.” Ong rau rau nhin chim chim vao bui dé quyén. “Cau phai uéng luén
tai quan. Va Clarke rat coi trong nhitng chiéc chai, n6i chiing mang lai mét
vi ngon ma ly cdc thuy tinh chang bao gio mang lai duwgc.” Trong ong hét
stic lo lang. “T6i chwa bao gio nghi 6ng ta lai dé lot mot chai ra bén ngoai
quan rugu.”

“Ong ta trong thé nao? C6 phai kiéu danh phu nit khong?”

Nguwdi dan ong gia 1é chan. “Khong, chwa bao gio. Ong ta 1a kiéu ngudi
tot. Du bi vg bé bé va ban than khong trung thanh vd&i 10i thé hon nhan,
nhung... danh cd Cattrell w?” Ong lac dau. “Khoéng, ong ta khong 1am vay
dau. Ong ta va cd ay 1a...” Ong quay di. “ban bé, c6 thé néi nhw vay.”

Mot doan trong nhat ki ctia Anne nhw lwét qua tredc mat anh. P. thue sy
la mot bi an. Anh ké rang anh an nam véi nam mwoi & dan ba mot nam, va
minh tin diéu d6. Thé nhung, anh van la nguoi tinh an can chu ddo nhat.
Tai sao lai thé, khi anh c6 thé ching coi phu nit ra gi? “Ong ta c6 hiit thudc
khong?”

Da nhiéu lan mo&i Paddy hat thudc trong sudt nhitng nam qua, Fred thay
cau hai that la lung. “Chi huit caa ngwoi khac thoéi,” 6ng canh giac noi. “Vg
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ong ta chang khac nao bao chia, khong chap nhan viéc hut thuéc.”

McLoughlin nhé lai céi 1o sudi day dau mau thudc 1a cia Anne. “Dirng
cho t6i biét voi,” giong anh u rii. “Hay dé t6i doan thtt xem. Ong ta trong
giong Rudolph Valentino, Paul Newman va Laurence Olivier* két hgp lam
mot phdi khong?” Anh md& cita xe 6 t6 va véi tay 1ay bo dam.

“Chac, chac, chac,” Fred sot rudt dap. “Ong ta 1a mot tén to cao, toc den,
day sitc song, va théng minh theo cach riéng. Liic nao cling goi toi nhd dén
dién vién da dong phim Magnum.”

Tom Selleck! Minh ghét han, McLoughlin nghi tham.

Jones chuan bi roi s thi McLoughlin buéc vao.

“Cau biét 1ao gia lang thang cau dang lan theo chit, Andy?”

“Um.”

“Cha s& & East Deller da trong thdy ong ta. Ba vo néi ba ta da maoi lao
mot tach tra.”

“Co6 nhd gi vé ngay thang khong?”

“Khong, nhung cha s& nhé lic d6 6ng dang viét mot bai giang dao va
kha kho chiu vi bi 1am phién. Ong ta thdm chi con cau Chda citu rdi dé
thoat khoéi ldo gia, nhung roi phai tw qud trach ban than vi da thiéu long
nhan ai.”

McLoughlin cuwdi khung khuc. “Nghe c6 vé giong 16i cha sé néi d6.”

“Hinh nhw 6ng ta luon viét cac bai gidng dao vao thit Bay, trong ltic xem
thé thao trén ti vi. Théng tin ay c6 giup dwoc gi khong?”

“C6 thé 1am, Nick a, c6 thé lam.”
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bién thoai réo vang trén ban lam viéc cia McLoughlin vao sang hom sau.

“Po6 khon nha cau, Andy. T6i da c6 manh moi vé l1do gia lang thang cho
cau roi,” ban anh & Southampton néi. “Mot trong cac trung si tuan tra da
nhan ra lao theo mo ta d6. Cé vé anh ta da dén lao gia vao khodng mot tuan
tredc va dua 1ldo dén mot trung tdm bédo trg & duwong Shirley. Khong dam
bdo ldo van con & day nhung t6i sé cho cau dia chi. Cau c6 thé tiy minh
kiém tra. Ldo tén la Wally Ferris va thuwong xuyén xuat hién & day su6t mua
he. Trung si Jordan biét 1do nhiéu nam roi.” McLoughlin viét dia chi: Trung
tam bdo trg Cong Thién Pwong, va cdAm on ban. “Cau ng t6i mot lan day,”
nguoi & dau day bén kia vui vé néi va ciip may.

Cong Thién Puwong 1a mot ngdi nha kiéu Victoria to 16n va biét lap, ro
rang rat duwgc wa chudng trong thoi ki trwde, khi cac loai xe gan may chwa
ra doi, nhung gio c6 vé khong con pho bién béi dwong pho dong nguoi
nhon nhao tredc mat tién.

Wally Ferris chang c6 gi giong v6i mo td McLoughlin gti di, ngoai trwe
do tudi va chiéu cao. Lao trong rat sach sé. Hai ma dugc ki co dén do hong,
an madc la luwgt chinh té véi chiéc do trang, quan den va déi giay lich su. Lao
ta trong giong mot nam sinh 16n tudi vao ngay dau tién dén 16p thi ding
hon. Ho gap mat trong phong khach va Wally ra hiéu vé phia mot chiéc
ghé.

“Ng6i xubng di,” 1do nai.

McLoughlin té ro vé that vong. “Théi khoi can,” anh dap. “Noi that, toi
khong nghi 6ng la ngudi t6i can tim.”

Wally ciing nhanh chéng dé6i y va lao buéc vé phia ctta. “Cang nhan cho
toi, con giai a. Toi khong thodi mai véi dam nhang xanh cac cau, va do na
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sy that.”

“Khoan da,” McLoughlin néi. “It nhat hdy xac minh da.”

Wally quay lai va tri'ng mat nhin anh. “Thé thi nghi cho ki di nhé. T6i
chi ¢ day vi ba giam doc yéu cau théi. Goi na cé qua cé nai thoi. Cau mudn
gi?”

McLoughlin ng6i xudng. “Ngb6i xudng di,” anh lap lai 10i caa Wally.

“Gioi, cau diang na ké nirng khirng, khong nan di dau duwgce. Khong thé
quyét dinh dwoc thit gi.” Lao ghé mong lén chiéc ghé mai tan phia xa.

“Luc dén day ong mdc gi?” McLoughlin hoi.

“Péch thay nién quan gi dén cau.”

“T6i c6 thé héi ba giam déc,” McLoughlin néi.

“Co ma cau hoi nam gi?”

“Chi can tra 16i thoi. Ong s6m tra 104, thi tdi cang sém dé 6ng yén.”

Wally nghién rang ken két. “Ao khoac xanh, mii nau, gidy den, 40 ni
xanh bién va quan hong,” 1do thuat lai mot cach tron tru.

“Ong mic ching lau chuwa?”

“Pt nau.”

“Bao lau?”

“Thaoi gian khac nhau. C6 mii va 4o khoac gan nam nam, c6 thé noi vay.”

“Con quan.”

“Muoi hai thang gi d6. Hoi rach, nhuwng van vira van. Nay, cau khong
nghi t6i tho chiing day chit? T6i dugc cho day.” Trong ldo cé vé phan nd.

“Khong, khong,” McLoughlin nhe nhang noi. “Khong phai vay dau. Suw
thue 1a, Wally a, ching t6i dang c6 lan theo mot ngwdi dan 6ng mat tich va
chuing t6i nghi 6ng c6 thé gitp ching t6i.”

Wally dat chan xuéng san, mot chan tredc mot chan sau, ra chiéu dinh bo
chay. “T6i cha biét cai quai gi hét,” 1ao no6i vGi vé qua quyét.

McLoughlin gio tay 1én t6 y hoa gidi. “Binh tinh nao, Wally. Nhu dén
gio ching t6i dugc biét, thi khéng dinh dang gi dén viéc pham t6i & day ca.
V@ nguoi dan 6ng yéu cau ching t6i tim Ong ta. Ba ta néi ong da dén nha
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dy vao cai ngay chong ba ta mat tich. Ching t6i chi dang thac mac, khong
biét 6ng cé nhd da tirng tdi dé khong, va liéu 6ng c6 nhin hay nghe thay
diéu gi c6 thé gitp ching t6i tim ra 1y do nguwdi dan ong kia bé di hay
khong thoi.”

Do6i mat nhoé nhoet cia Wally c6 vé ngd vue. “T6i dén nhiéu nha nam.”

“P6i vg chong cho 6ng mot doi giay nau ay.”

Guwong mat nhan nheo nhw gian ra vi nhe nhdm. “Néu ba vg @ dé, thi sao
ba ta khong thé n6i ni do chong minh bo di?” Lao hoi.

“Ba dy gap van dé vé sitc khoé ké tir lic ong chéng bo di,” McLoughlin
chi n6i mot phan sy that. “Ba ay khong ké vGi ching toi nhiéu lam.”

“Tén do6 da nam gi vay?”

“Khoéng c6 gi, trir viéc lam an thua 16 va bé trén.”

Cau noi nhw gai ding cho ngita ctia Wally. “T6i nghiép han. Nhung han
c6 muon ai tim ra minh khéng ay chit?”

“Tdi khong biét. Ong nghi sao? Ba vg thi rd rang mudn ong ta trd ve.”

Wally suy nghi vai phat. “Cha ai buén di tim t6i,” cudi cung lao néi.
“DP6i nuc toi wdc sao ho nam thé. Ho thay vui khi khong con dinh dang gi
tGi tOi nita, vay day. Tiép tuc di. Héi tiép di.”

Mat hon mét tiéng dong ho, nhung cudi cung McLoughlin da hinh dung
dwgc nhitng hoat dong cia Wally trong su6t tuan cudi cung cta thdng Nam
mot cach ro rang, hodc chi it cling dua ré rang nhw ngwdi dan ong gia c6 thé
miéu td, vi 1do say bi ti su6t ngay. “Toi dwgc cho nam bang,” 1ao giai thich.
“MGt quy ong 6 Winchester da thdy vao tay téi. Qua nhiéu véi mét nao gia
nang thang, phai khong. Nhiéu nam réi t6i m@i dwgc cam nhiéu tién mat
dén thé. Giup t6i say swa thodi mai trong may tuan nién ay chit.”

Ldo da loanh quanh & Winchester gan ba tuan, dén khi chi con vai dong
bac 1é cudi cung. Lao lién men theo con dwong dan vé phia Southampton
xem c6 kiém chac dwgc gi khong. “To6i thich nhitng ngdi nang,” 1do néi.
“Nam t6i nh¢ dén nhitng ngay nghi dap xe dao choi hoi con tré.” Lao nh&
da ghé vao quan rugu ¢ Streech. “Nuc do troi dang mwa,” ldo giai thich.
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“Chu quéan ciing t té, khong bywc minh gi vdi toi cd.” Ngugc lai, vg cla
Paddy chang khac nao mét con bo cdi gia to béo. Khong o vi sao, Wally
khong ké cu thé, nhwng vai 1an lao da tritng mat hung tgn moi khi nhac dén
ba ta. Vao luc 3 gid, ho dudi lao ra ngoai khi trdi dang mwa. “Chang vui
chat nao khi troi muwa,” 130 néi vé sau tham. “nén toi ty chui vao mot cho
tri nho nho ma to6i tim thay va & do dén tan sang hom sau.”

“O dau?” McLoughlin héi khi 130 gia dot ngdt im ling.

“Chang hai gi dau nha,” Wally rao trede. “Khong thiy ai phan nan gi
hét.”

“Chung toi khong nhan dugc 161 phan nan nao ca,” McLoughlin khich le.
“T6i sé khong t6 cao 6ng dau, Wally. Theo quan diém cua t6i thi mién la
ong cu xtt ding myc, 6ng van c6 thé dén dé nhw binh thwong.”

Wally bam m6i lam n6 dé bam 1én. “C6é mot can nha nén & dé. Chi can
nhon chan na nhdy qua duwgc twong. Toi ¢ trong khu vudon vai nan, chwa
bao gio thay ai cd.”

Lao ta sam soi McLoughlin xem anh c6 hing tha hay khong.

Quéa dung la anh rat quan tam dén chuyén nay. “C6 mot cho nhuw kiéu
hang nhan tao gan khu ritng,” 1do ta néi ti€p. “Chiu khong biét dé nam gi,
nhung c6 gach cat trong dy. Cira khuat sau mét bui cay to nhuwng nén vao dé
nhw b&n. T6i nuén mang dwong xi theo nguwdi dé nga cho ngon. Nay, sao
cau nhin t6i nhw thé?”

McLoughlin 1ic dau. “Khéng c6 gi. Tdi chi thay td mo thdi. Ong c6 nhé
dé la ngay nao khong, Wally?”

“Gioi biét, con giai a.”

“Va ong khong thdy bat ctt ai lic & trong vion a?”

“Khong mot bong nguwoi.”

“Cai hang do t6i om a?”

“Hirm, cha c6 dién dom gi hét, néu y cau na thé, nhuwng ban ngay thi van
nhin dugc. Néu ctta m@, duwong nhién r6i,” 1do bo sung.
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McLoughlin ban khoan khong biét nén hoi cau ké tiép thé nao. “Va ¢ dé
trong khong, chi c6 chong gach ma 6ng vira nhac dén théi diung khéng?”

“Cau mudn am chi diéu gi?”

“Khong c6 gi. T6i chi muon hinh dung r6 rang théi.”

“A . Trong khong, ching cé gi ca.”

“Vay sang hom sau thi sao?”

“DPi noanh quanh cho dén gid an trwa, phai khéng nhi?”

“0 trong hang a?”

“Khong. Trong ring. Pep va yén tinh. Roi tdi déi con cao, nién nhdy qua
twong va tim xem co6 th gi an khong.” Lao da go cwa vai nha, nhung
khong thanh cong lam.

“Sao ong khong 14y tién mua gi d6?” McLoughlin hoi, nhw bi th6i mién.

Wally té vé khinh miét. “Tha cho t6i di. Sao phai tra tién cho thi dwgc
moi mién phi chi. Chi c6 regu na ho khong cho théi. Du gi, t6i cling chang
con nai nhiéu tién, that day.”

Lao tim thdy mot khu nha & ngoai 6 Streech noi “mot con doi gia” da
cho 130 mdt cai sandwich. Khu cw x4, McLoughlin thim nghi. “Ong c6 thir
héi ai khac khong?” Anh hdi.

“MO0t c6 gai tré dudi t6i di. Gioi biét, t6i cling thong cam cho ¢6 4. Co ca
ta nhai con kéu gao trong phong khach.” Thé la 1do rdi Streech nhw mot ké
that bai va bat dau di men theo con dwong. Sau khodng mot gid, lao dén
mot ngodi lang khac. “Chiu khong nhé tén, con giai a, nhung cé dén mot nha
cha s@. Nic nao tiép xuic vai cha sd cling dé chiu ca.” Lao ggi long thuong
cam noi nguwdi vg va thuyét phuc ba ta cho minh mot tach tra cung vai cai
banh. “Nguoi phu ni* bé nhé t6t bung, nhung mod dao qua dang. Cac gia
dinh cha s& bao gio ciing thé ddy. Cau nuén c6 do dé an, nhung doi nai, cau
phai nghe mét bai gidng dao né thé. Toi chay nuén.” Troi lai d6 mwa. “Thoi
tiét that ki cuc. Nong nhu thiéu doét, nhung thi thoang nai c6 dong. Cau biét
kiéu d6 ma. Mwa to nam, to6i nhé thé. Chdp giat va sdm i ung.” Lao phai
ng6 quanh dé tim cho tri. “Chang c6 cho nao ca. Chi toan nhitng ngdi nha
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hop bé ti va ga ra chat choi. Chang gitup dugc gi cho t6i. Thé na td6i dén mot
can nha to hon, va tdp vao dé. T6i c6 gang tham do phia sau, xem c6 cai
nha kho nho nao khong. T6i nén vao tir bén ngach ctta va ngé thdy ding
th* minh can tim, mot cai kho nhé xinh xan khong cé ai & ngay trong tam
mat. T6i m& ctra va nhay vao trong.” Lao ta ngirng lai.

“Va?” McLoughlin thuc giuc.

Tia xdo quyét hién 1én trong mat lao gia. “Cé vé toi cung cip cho cau
nhiéu thong tin nhw thé ma chang dwoc cai gi ca, con giai a. Cé gi cho toi
khong?”

“Nam bang,” McLoughlin noi. “Néu diéu 6ng ké thyc sy dang gia.”

“Muoi,” Wally mdc ca. Lao liéc vé phia canh ctta déng chat sau luwng réi
1én 1at nhoai tdi triede. “No6i that véi cau, con giai a, choé nay chiang khac gi
tu giam nong. Ba gidam doc cling c6 gang hét sitc ro6i, nhwng chang vui vé
gi. Biét y toi roi day. Phai mwoi bang, t6i mdi tron di dwoc. Toi da ¢ day
mot tuan roi, nay gioi. C6 khi trong tt con swéng hon.”

McLoughlin can nhéc vé van dé dao dirc khi dwa cho Wally so6 tién du dé
lao quay lung lai véi Cong Thién Buwong va két luan, du thé nao di chang
nita, Wally van bé chay ma théi. Ngudi ta khé ma day tro méi cho mét con
ché gia dugc. Mudi bang it nhat cling giip ldo ta dugc bwdc dau. “Thoi
dugc,” anh ndi. “Chuyén gi da xay ra khi ong vao cai kho d6?”

“Nhin quanh tim mot cho dé ngoi, ding khong nhi, nghi ngoi thw thai
mot ndc. Phéat hién tén kia nip sau dong hop. Nic nhan ra téi dang nhin
minh, ndo hat ham va ra nénh cho t6i roi khoéi dat nha ndo. T6i héi mot cau
hét sttc hgp ni rang nam sao t6i biét ndo na chu khi ndo ciing an nip trong
cai kho nay nhu t6i. Nao phat dién nén va goi t6i bang du ti tuc tiu. Roi
mot nguwdi phu nit ra khdi bép dé xem cé chuyén gi ma 6n ao thé. Toi giai
thich moi chuyén va ba ta bdo ndo gia dé na chéng ba ta va ndo dang tim
choi son.” Wally nhan nhé. “Ho nghi t6i na dia tré so sinh khong biét gi
chac. Pam choéi son dugc ddt gon gang va ngan nap ngay trén ban dung cu
bén canh. Ndo gia thi tron tron tranh tranh, khong nan di dau dugc. Du sao
thi, t6i cling chdp ngay ndy co hdi cia minh. Ho mudn tong c6 t6i thi phai
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trd cai gia nao do chi. T6i ndy mot chai whisky, mot doi giay twom tat va
hai muoi bang. T6i da c6 doi thém nhung ho tré nén cau tiét va t6i nghi da
dén ntc bd chay. Pay cé phai ké cau dang tim khéng?”

McLoughlin gat dau. “Nghe c6 vé gidng. Ong c6 thé miéu ta dng ta dugc
khong?”

Wally nhan tran. “Tam nam muwoi tudi, béo, téc xam, cé doi chan qua éo
na so voi mot nguoi dan ong. Poi giay ho dua toi thi chat nich.”

“Nguoi phu nit trong thé nao?”

“Nhé thé nhw chudt, mat buén ba, nhung gidi biét, ba ta cadu kinh nam.
Quaét vao cd nguoi to6i nan ndo chong vi dam gay 6n 1.” Lao dot nhién trd
nén suy tw, lac dau. “Ma cé phdi vay dau. Chung t6i thi thao véi nhau théi
ma. PBung na hai ké khung.”

McLoughlin hén hé. Tém dwge ba roi, ba Thompson, anh tham nghi.
“Roi sau do6 6ng di dau?”

Wally 10 vé nghi nggi. “Co cau cham ngon nay, con giai. Con chim trong
tay ta dang gia gap doi con chim trong bui ram. Troi ngtrng mwa nhung t6i
c6 cam giac roi sé c6 mot con bao nita. Toi da c6 kiét dé doi mot chai
whisky nhung nai chang c6 ché nao thoai mai dé uéng ca. Néu di tiép, chwa
chdc da tim dugc noi kho rdo dé qua dém. Nén toi quay nai cai hang hom
trwdc va qua dém & do.” Lao do xét McLoughlin qua khoé mat. “Ngay hom
sau, toi nghi minh c6 vai dong trong tui roi va da cha c6 gi bo bung nhiéu
ngay gioi, nén t6i di thang dén Sinverborne. Trén dwong ghé mot quan ca
phé cling dugc...”

“Ong c6 bé lai thit gi khong?” McLoughlin chen ngang.

“Vidu?” Lao gia the thé hoi.

“P6i giay chang han?”

“Pa ching vao rung,” Wally khinh khinh néi. “Th& chét tiét d6 nam
chan t6i dau nhitc. P6 chinh na bai hoc kinh nghiém day. Mot tén trai tré
han sé ném doi giay cii trwdc ca khi co6 giay mdi. R6i ga sé phdi chiu dau
dén kho sé rat nau cho dén khi tim dwgc déi giay maéi do.”
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McLoughlin nhét cuén s6 vao tii do. “Thong tin 6ng cung cap rat hitu
ich, Wally a.”

“Vay u?”

McLoughlin gat dau.

“Tién cna toi dau?”

McLoughlin riat t0 muoi bang khoi vi va kep né gitta nhitng ngon tay.
“Nghe t6i nay, Wally. Bay gio, toi sé gilt 10i va duva 6ng mudi bang, nhung
toi mudn ong & lai day thém mot dém. Néu ong chiu lam thé, toi sé tré lai
vao sang mai v&i muoi bang nita, tong cong la hai mwoi bang.” Anh gio to
tién ra. “Dong y khong?”

Wally ditng day va vo lay, can than gidu to tién sau trong 4o. “Cé tin
dwgc cau khong thé, con giai?”

“T6i sé viét gidy ghi ng cho, néu 6ng muon.”

Wally dinh khac nh6 ra tham nhung roi suy nghi lai. “Ciing chd mdy tac
dung vdi t6i,” 1ao néi. “Théi dugc, con giai, thod thuan thé nhé. Nhung néu
cau khong trd nai, téi chuon day.” Mat 1o nhiu lai. “Nhé dirng ké véi ba
giam doc. T6i da hoan thanh hét moi viéc cta tuan nay réi. Cha biét khi nao
ho méi chiu dé t6i yén nira.”

McLoughlin cwdi khung khuc. “Yén tam, t6i sé khong tiét 16 bi mat cua
ong dau, Wally a.”

“T6i da 1an ra dwgc moi lién hé dé roi,” McLoughlin néi véi Walsh, va thay
mat 6ng loé 1én nét mia mai. “Khi danh diu cac hd gia dinh bao céo da nhin
thdy ldo gia lang thang.” Anh chi vao nhitng dau cong mau do trén tam ban
do trudc mat ho. “Néu anh con nhd, Nick Robinson nhan dugce hai bao cao.
Mot la tr ngwoi phu nit @ nha Clementine, bao rang lao gia lang thang di
ngang qua nha ba ta va dén cho quan rugu, dong nghia vdi viéc lao ta phai
di tr hwéng Winchester dén day. Keé tiép la ti chi quan rwgu, néi rang lao
da ¢ lai quan cho dén lic dong cira roi thong tha men theo man khuat gi6
ctia bitc twong vong quanh dién trang, ndi cach khac la hwéng thang vé phia
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East Deller.” Anh vach ngon tay theo con dwong. “Nhitng bao cao tiép theo
ma ching ta nhan dwoc la tit Williams. Cau ta bao lai rang, c6 mot phu ni
16n tudi da cho lao gia lang thang mét cai sandwich va ngwoi phu nit tré da
dudi l1do di vi hdm do la sinh nhét con trai c6 ta. Céa hai déu song trong khu
cu xa @ phia Tay Streech va trén duong East Deller. Ngay thang nguoi phu
nit tré cung cap la 27 thang Nam. Nhuwng khi chiing ta néi chuyén vdi ba
Thompson, ba ta bao ldo gia lang thang dén cho ho trén dwong East Deller
vao ngay 24. Néu dang la nhw vay thi vi 1y do nao do, lao da 1on tré vé
Streech ba ngay sau chang Winchester tGi East Deller.”

Walsh tap hgp nhitng uy quyén con sét lai va té ra nghiém nghi nhat c6
thé. “Chinh t6i cling két luan nhw thé,” 6ng néi doi. “Viéc tim dwgc doi
giay & dién trang da chitng minh diéu do.”

“T6i dong y, vay nén ching ta can thém nhan chitng md&i & East Deller,
v6i ngay thang cu thé néu dugc. Jones da dén do dé xem c6 diéu tra dugce gi
khong. Cau ta trao doi vGi cha sd, va dugc biét khi lao gia lang thang ghé
qua nha, cha s& dang viét bai giang kinh, du khéng nhé chinh xac ngay
thang nhung cha s noi luon viét cac bai gidng kinh vao thit Bay. Pugc r6i,
gio chi c6 hai ngwoi da cung cdp moc thoi gian cu thé, thit Tw 24 thang
Nam (ba Thompson), va thit Bay 27 thang Nam, chinh la ngay t6 chitc tiéc
sinh nhat. Wally khang dinh 6ng ta da di t khu cw xa & Streech dén nha
cha s& va nha Thompson & East Deller nén ong ta ¢ do vao thit Bay 27
thang Nam. Vay vi sao ba Thompson lai néi d6i vé ngay thang?”

“Tiép tuc di,” Walsh t6 ra mat kién nhan.

“B@i vi, mdc du ba ta néi doi trang trgn, nhung chiing ta da chitng minh
duwgc doi giay thuoc vé 6ng Thompson va ba ta phdi gidi thich vi sao chiing
khong con & trong nha cia ba ta nita. Lan nay, ba ta chon cach ndi that,
hodc ding hon la n6i gan hét sy that, va khién ching ta tin vao cau chuyén
d6 bang cach ké vé ldo gia lang thang. Hay nhé rang, ching ta chwa bao gio
néi véi ba ta vé dia diém tim thdy doi giay. Bdi vay, tat ca nhitng gi ba ta
biét la ching ta c6 duwgc ching tir 130 gia lang thang.” Anh tap hgp lai suy
nghi. “Lic nay ba ta chac chan rang, néu ching ta gap dugc lao gia lang
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thang, 1do sé noi da nhin thdy chong ba ta. Nén néu cho chiing ta ngay
thang chinh xac thi chang khac nao bao chiing ta rang chong ba ta van song
khoé re va vui vé ¢ East Deller sau khi ba ta da thong bao 6ng ta mat tich.
Lam thé sé di tong chitng c& ngoai pham cua ba ta. Nén ba ta khai gian thoi
diém lao gia lang thang dén nha minh lén trwdc dé ba ngay. Cling kha mao
hiém, nhung suyt chit nita da gidap ba ta thoat nan. Wally khéng nhé chinh
xac ong ta ghé qua nha Thompson vao ngay nao, va néu khong c6 sinh nhat
cta dira tré, chiing ta cling khong biét not. Chang con ai khac c6 thé nhé vé
ngay thang.” Anh ngtrng mét lic. “Han ba Thompson sé soc lam néu ching
ta cho biét noi Wally da da doi giay di. C6 nam mo ba ta cling chang thé
ngo chiing dugc tim thay tai chinh hién treong vu an lién quan dén minh.”

Walsh ditng day. “Cong ly bao gio cling thang. Nhuwng t6i muon biét lam
sao ba ta thuyét phuc dwoc 6ng chong ¢ yén trong nha va lam sao mang
ong ta vao dwgc ham trit dong.”

“Hay dung nam nhan ké cua anh di va chac chan ba ta sé ké cho ta
nghe,” McLoughlin noi.
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20

Ba Thompson md ctta cung nu cwdi chao don trén mat. Ba ta an dién dé
chuan bi ra ngoai véi bo canh mau xanh gon gang va gang tay trang. Nhung
dang buon & cho, an twgng ba ta tao ra chi la kiéu an mac 16i thai tir nhitng
nam 1950. Trong sanh, sau lwng ba ta la hai céi va li. Nhitng vét phan hong
trén ma va chit son méi mang lai vé vui twoi gia tao. Nhung khi nhin thay
canh sat, miéng ba ta tré xudng day bi kich.

“O O.” Ba ta thd hit ra vé that vong. “T6i cif twdng 1a cha sé.”

“Chung toi c6 thé vao nha dwgc khong?” Walsh haéi.

Vé gid tao ctia ba ta ciing kho chiu chang khac nao mui nwdc hoa ré tién.

“Sao nhiéu ngudi thé,” ba ta théu thao. “Quy dir giti may nguwdi dén phai
khong?”

Walsh cam canh tay ngwoi phu nit va khé day ba ta vao trong, dé nhitng
ngwoi phia sau cé thé buwdc vao. “Ching ta vao phong khach nhé? Bing
quanh nguwong ctra thé nay khong hay ho chit nao.”

Ba Thompson yéu 6t khang cy. “Céi gi vay?” Ba ta ni non, d6i mat ang
ang nwdc, chan c6 gang miét chat xuéng tdm tham trong sanh. “Lam on
dirng cham vao t6i.”

McLoughlin ngoac tay minh vao dugi canh tay con lai cia ba Thompson.
Hai ngudi nhanh chéng x6c ba ta vao phong khach va dat ngo6i xuéng mot
chiéc ghé. Trong lic McLoughlin kién quyét an lén vai nguwdi phu nit hong
gilr ba ta ngoi yén tai cho thi Walsh chi dao quan cia minh luc soat ngoi
nha va khu vuon. Ong gio 1énh kham xét ra roi nhét tré vao tii 4o khoéc,
doan ng6i xuong chiéc ghé doi dién.

“Nao, ba Thompson,” dng an can néi. “Chuan bi cho chuyén di nghi bén
b& bién phai khéng?”
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Ba Thompson hét tay McLoughlin khoi vai nhwng van ngoi yén trén ghé.
“Toi dang dgi cha s& t6i chd ra ga,” ba ta dap vOi vé nghiém trang.
McLoughlin chgt phat hién mot mang téc lwa thwa trén dau ngudi phu ni.
Anh bong cam thay xau ho la thwong, nhw thé ba ta vira céi bé m6t phan
quan 4o va dé 16 cho nhay cam nhat.

“Nén toi dé nghi hay di thang vao van de,” Walsh no6i. “Ching ta déu
khong muon 6ng ay phai doi.”

“V1i sao ong lai dén day? Vi sao ngudi ctia ong lai luc soat nha t6i?”

Walsh ddt nhitng ngon tay lén long minh. “Ba nhé 1ao gia lang thang ma
ba da ké vdi ching toi chit?” Ba ta gat dau ngay tap lu.

“Chung t6i da tim thay 13ao.”

“To6t. Thé thi 6ng sé biét t6i da ndi that vé sy hao phéng cua Daniel yéu
dau.”

“Phai, ding thé. Lao cling nhac dén viéc 6ng Thompson da cho 1do mot
chai whisky va hai muoi bang.”

Do6i mat buén ba sang lén hanh phic. “T6i da bao Daniel 1a mot Vi
thanh. Ong 4y sén sang trao ting manh 4o cudi cung néu ngudi dan 6ng dé
doi hoi.”

McLoughlin ng6i xuoéng chiéc ghé canh Walsh va x6ng x4o ruén nguwoi
tGi. “Teén cua ldao gia lang thang la Wally Ferris. Toi da noi chuyén véi lao
kha lau. Lao ké ba va 6ng Thompson mudn tong c6 lao di, dé chinh la 1y do
vi sao hai nguoi lai hao phong nhv vay.”

“P6 v6 on bac nghia,” ba Thompson thé hon hén, méi run ray. “Chua da
noi gi? ‘Tang cho nguoi ngheo va con sé nhan lai kho bau tren thién
duong.” Daniel toi nghiép cta t6i da c6 dugc mot cho trén d6 nho long tot
ctia ong ay. Nhung lao gia lang thang kia thi khong thé r6i.”

McLoughlin tiép tuc. “Lao cling bdo da thay chong ba nip trong cai kho
bén ngoai.”

Ba Thompson che tay cwoi khic khich nhw mot thiéu ni. “Thyc ra,” ba
ta nhin thang vao anh, “cau dé bi néi nguwgc. Daniel da phat hién ra lao gia
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lang thang niip trong kho. Ong 4y ra dé tim chéi son va vap phai mot mé
quan 4o cii rach rwdi sau vai cai hop cii. Twéng twgng ma xem, 6ng ay ngac
nhién cd nao khi cadi mé dé biét néi.”

Loi néi kha thuyét phuc khién McLoughlin dot nhién thay nghi ngd ban
than. Liéu anh c6 qua ca tin vao mot 1do gia von ty thd nhan rang ldc nao
minh cling trong tinh trang say xin hay khong? “Wally ké ltic lao vao kho
nha ba thi troi dang mwa. To6i da kiém tra vdi tram khi twgng dia phwong va
ho cho biét khong cé con mwa nao vao thit Tw ngay 24 thang Nam ca. Con
bao bat dau hai ngay sau do va kéo dai ba ngay mdi diit han.”

“Nguoi dan ong toi nghiép,” ba Thompson 1am bam. “Bay gio toi da bao
Daniel rang chiing t6i nén thir dwa lao dén cho bac si. Lao say khwét va lan
than. Cau biét khéng, 1ao da hoi t6i c6 phai em gai cia lao khong, twéng
rang cudi cung ba em ciing chiu di tim 1d0.”

“Nhung ba Thompson a,” Walsh té ra ngac nhién thay r6. “Néu lao say
khuét nhw ba néi, thi vi sao ba con cho 1ao mot chai whisky? Chang phai
ba ciing thay van dé cua lao la gi hay sao?”

Ba Thompson nguwdc mat nhin tran nha. “Ldo cau xin ching toi trong
nwdc mat. Néu tir chdi thi ching t6i con ra gi nita? Khong danh gia nguoi
khac, thi ban than minh cling sé khong bi danh gia. Néu nguoi dan ong toi
nghiép dy muoén chét dan chét mon bang sau rugu, thi toi cling khong cé
quyeén gi phan xét.”

“Nhung ba c6é quyén gitp lao day nhanh qua trinh ay, t6i doan thé,”
McLoughlin mia mai.

“P6 1a mot 1ao gia nho tho, buon kho, chi duge an ti khi c6 mot chai
whisky trong tay,” ba Thompson diém tinh néi. “Néu rii bé niém an i ay
cta lao thi that doc ac. Chung t6i cho lao tién dé mua thitc an, giay dé di va
khuyén ldo tim ai d6 giip l1ao thoat khoi con nghién ngap. Chung t6i dau
thé lam gi hon. Lwong tam cua to6i khong hé phai hé then, trung si a.”

“Wally ké rang lao dén day vao thit Bdy ngay 27 thang Nam.” Walsh noi
bang quo.
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Ba Thompson nhan tran va suy nghi mot choc. “Khong thé thé dwoc,” ba
ta to ra béi roi. “Daniel & day ma. Cha Ié do khong phai la ngay 24 sao?”

McLoughlin nhut bi mé hodc bé&i man trinh dién ctia ngwoi phu nit. Anh
chot nghi, c6 1é nao ba ta da xoa ki tc giét nguwdi ra khoi tam tri va t
thuyét phuc ban than rang cau chuyén minh dang ké mdi thuc sy la nhitng
diéu da xdy ra. Néu vay, ho sé phdi rat vat va mdi truy t6 ba ta dugc. Chi
v6i 101 khai cia Wally va ngwoi phu nit trong khu cw x4 thi chang c6 co hoi
nao. Ho can mot 1oi thu toi.

“Ngay thang dugc chirng thyc boi mot nhan chirng khac,” anh nai.

“That v?” Ba Thompson thd ra. “La nhi! Toi nhé lam gi c6 ai di cung lao
va hon nita, & day ching t6i song biét lap.” Ba ta lam diu thanh va nhin anh
v6i anh mat trach ci. “To6i tw hoi khong biét ngwoi do 1a ai?”

Walsh hang giong am 1. “Ba c6 mudn biét noi ching t6i tim thay doi giay
cua ong nha khong?”

“Khong han,” ba ta dap. “Qua nhitng diéu vira nghe thi td6i doan lao
Wally lang thang da quang giay di nhw do bé. T6i thdy ton thwong khi nghi
dén Daniel than yéu.”

“Ba chac chan rang 6ng nha da chét r6i, phai khong?” McLoughlin néi.

Ba Thompson rut chiéc khan tay ren ra nht mot nha do thuat va cham
nhe 1én nhitng giot nwdc mat da qua quen thudc. “Ong Ay sé& ching bao gio
roi xa toi,” diép khuc lai lap lai.

“Chung t6i tim thdy do6i giay trong khu ritng & dién trang Streech, khong
xa ham trir dong,” Walsh quan sat that ki ngudi phu ni.

“Vay u?” Ba ta hoi lai vGi giong lich su.

“Wally da & ca dém 27 thang Nam trong ham trit dong va bo giay trong
ring vao sang hom sau, khi lao roi di.”

Ba Thompson ha khan tay xudng, to mo nhin hét ngwdi nay dén nguoi
kia r6i binh ludn véi biéu cam rat kho ta. “bBiéu d6 quan trong dén thé sao?”

“Ba biét chung t6i da tim thdy mot xac chét trong ham trit dong & dién
trang Streech chit?” McLoughlin n6i thang. “P4¢ la thi thé dan 6ng, tubi tw
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ndm muoi dén sdu muwoi, ddm ngudi, téc xam va cao tam 1m80. Ong ta bi
giét hai thang trudc, gan véi thoi diém chong ba mat tich.”

Ba Thompson strng sot. Trong vai gidy, gwong mat ba ta bién déi qua
hang loat cam xtuc y nhu kinh van hoa. Hai ngudi dan 6ng quan sat ki cang,
nhung néu cé chat biéu hién cta toi 16i thi cling kh6 ma nam bat dwgc.
Cam xtc ro nhat van la ngac nhién. “T6i khong biét. Khong hé biét. Khong
ai noi gi vai toi. Thi thé do la caa ai vay?”

McLoughlin quay sang Walsh va nhwéng mdét bén chan may té vé that
vong. “Tat ca déu cé trén bao ddy, ba Thompson a,” thanh tra néi. “Va trén
cac ban tin thoi sy & kénh dia phwong nita. Lam sao ba c6 thé khéng biét vé
vu do duge chi. Cai xac da bi phan huy dén dé ching téi khong thé xac
dinh n6i danh tinh. Du vay, ching t6i cling c6 danh sach nhitng ngudi dugc
cho 13 nan nhan.” Ong nhan manh khi nhin ba ta.

Ba Thompson c6 hit that sdu nhw thé viéc thd thoi cling da qua khé nhoc
r6i. Vét ma hong trén mat ba ta gid chi con la nhitng cham sang mau. “T6i
khong c6 ti vi,” ba ta néi. “Daniel thwong doc bao & cho lam va ké cho t6i
nghe tin tic khi vé nha.” Ba ta gang sttc hit thd nhuw sap bi ngat. “Lay
Chta,” ba ta bat ngd thot 1én, an mot tay 1én ngue. “Tat ca déu giau toi, dé
bdo vé t0i. T6i khong hé biét. Khong ai néi mét 10i nao.”

“Khong biét ching toi da tim ra cai xac, hay khong biét vé chuyén cai
xac?” McLoughlin hai.

Ba Thompson thoang suy nghi vé an y trong 16i anh néi. “Dwong nhién
la khong biét chuyén cai xac roi,” ba ta gat lén, nhin anh v&i vé cam phan.
Vi mot no lwe dang kinh ngac, ba ta da thd dwgc binh thuwong trd lai, va
bam chdt moi thanh mot dwong mong dinh nhuw thvong le. Ba ta nodi véi
Walsh. “Gid t6i da hiéu vi sao 6ng quan tam dén giay ctia Daniel.” M6i ba
ta khé run lén. “Ong dang cho rdng né lién quan dén cai xac ma dng tim
thay.”

“Co 18,” Walsh than trong 1én tiéng.

Mat ba Thompson anh 1én mdt tia chién thang. “Thé nhwng viéc tim ra
ldo gia lang thang dd pht nhan gia thuyét d6. Ong bao 130 ta di & ca dém
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27 trong... ong goi no la gi nhi?”

“Ham trit dong.”

“Trong ham tri* dong. T6i cho rang, néu cai xac cling c6 ¢ ham thi chang
doi nao lao nan lai dé dau, thé nén, han lao da vt doi giay tredc khi cai
xac xudt hién bén trong.” Ba ta c6 vé nhe nhdm hon. “T6i khong thady moi
lién két nao hét, chi 1a mét sy trung hop ki quai.”

“Ba noi dung,” Walsh dong y. “Theo kha nang nay, thi chang c6 madi lién
két nao ca.”

“Vay vi sao 6ng ctr héi toi may cau day thé?”

“Su trung hgp ki quai da dan ching t6i dén cho ldo gia lang thang, ba
Thompson a, va dan dén ca vai sy that thi vi vé ba lan chong ba. Ching t6i
c6 thé chitng minh 6ng Thompson van song trong ngdi nha nay sudt hai
ngay sau loi khai bao mat tich cua ba. Va ong ta van khoé manh ngoai kia
trong khodng thoi gian ba tw dung cho minh chitng ct ngoai pham. Khong
ai trong thdy 6ng Thompson ké tir d6. Mot tuan trudce, chiing t6i nhan dugc
thong bado c6é mot cai xac khong thé nhan dang, kha khép v6i miéu ta ve
ong nha, ¢ cach day chwa day bon dam. Thanh thyc ma néi, ching t6i co
thé cdo budc ba vi t0i giét chong minh trong hodc sau ngay 27 thang Nam.”

Moi ba ta cang ltc cang run ray. “Dé khong thé 1a xac caa Daniel dwoc.”

“Sao khong?” McLoughlin gang hoi.

Ba ta im lang, tap hop lai suy nghi cuia minh.

“Sao khong?” Anh thuc giuc.

“Bai hai tuan trwde t6i nhan dugce the cia ong dy.” Doi vai sup xudng, ba
ta lai bit dau nitc nd. “D6 1a mot 14 thw khing khiép. Ong 4y viét ring ghét
toi nhiéu dén chirng nao va t6i la ngwoi vo té hai ra sao...”

McLoughlin cdc 16c cat ngang. “Ba c6 thé vui long cho ching t6i xem la
thu duwgc chi?”

“T6i khong thé,” ba ta thon thire. “T6i dot r6i. Sao ong ay lai viét nhitng
diéu heén ha nhw vay chi.”
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Co tiéng go ctra va mot canh sat mac quan phuc buéc vao. “Chung toi da
luc soat ca ng6i nha va khu vueon, thwa sép.” Cau ta lac dau trwde anh nhin
thac mac ctia Walsh. “Chang cé gi ca. Chi con can phong nay va nhitng
chiéc va li cia ba Thompson nita thoi. Chiing déu bi khoa. Chiing t6i can
chia dé mé.”

Ngudi phu nit bé nhé vo 1dy chiéc tdi xach va gitt chat né. “Toi sé khong
dwa cho cac nguoi chia khoa dau. Cac nguoi khong dugce luc soat va li ctia
toi. Bén trong toan do nho cua toi thoi.”

“Goi mot nit canh sat dén day,” chanh thanh tra yéu cau, va noi vGi ba
Thompson. “Rat xin 16i, nhwng ba khong c6 lia chon nao trong tredng hop
nay. Néu ba muon, téi sé yéu cau mot nit canh sat mang may cai va li vao
day va ba c6 thé chitng kién trong liic cd dy kiém tra bén trong.” Ong gio
tay ra. “Vui long dua toi chia khoa.”

“0i, thdi duge,” ba Thompson gat gong, luc tim tdi xach va gio ra hai
chiéc chia nhé budc vGi nhau bang mot sgi ruy bang trang. “Ca nhan toi
thdy toan bd chuyén nay that 16 bich. T6i nhat dinh sé c6 y kién vGi canh
sat truong.”

Walsh khong hé ngac nhién khi ba ta chéng déi va khong muén dam do
16t ctia minh bi luc soat. Nhitng manh ren den méong manh, gidng & mot
buodi tiép khach riéng trong nha thé hon la trong tii do ctia m6t ngwoi phu
n* nham chan buon té dang dugc gio l1én dé kiém tra. Nhung trong sw
nghiép cia minh 6ng da phat hién ra mot su that rang, mot sé phu nit khong
ngo nhat lai s& hitu nhitng mén do 16t day khéu goi. Vo cia ong cling la
mot vi du. Trong subt cudc song hon nhan cda ho, ba da Ién giwong moi
dém trong lua la hodc sa tanh mém mai. Chi minh 6ng mé&i dugc thudng
thitc hiéu qua ching mang lai. Su6t mot quang thoi gian dai, 6ng da tran
trong diéu d6 va c6 gang hét minh dé thé hién sy tran trong dy. Nhung roi,
nhiéu nam lién bi tir ch6éi moét cach day cam phan da day 6ng rang, ba
Walsh mdc dam do ngt d6 khong phdi vi 6ng ma chi béi ham thich c4 nhan
ma thoi. Va tir 1au, 6ng da ti bo viéc c6 gang tim hiéu xem dé la ham thich
gl.
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Ni* canh sét lac dau khi c6 khoa dam va li lai. “Khéng cé gi ¢ day, thua
sép.”

“T6i da bdo 6ng roi ma,” ba Thompson noéi. “Chia mdi biét 6ng dang
tim cai gi.”

“Ti xach cta ba, xin ba vui long cho kiém tra.”

Ba ta khit miii vé ghé tém. N canh sat can than d6c ngwgc nhitng thi
bén trong ra ban ca phé, roi s¢ xem chiéc tii da mém c6 gidu gi dudi 16p 16t
khong, ra soat mot lwgt cac mén do khac. Co thoang liéc nhin Walsh. “Cé
vé on, thwa sép.”

Ong ra hiéu cho c6 bé lai moi thi¥ vao chiéc tdi. “Ba c6 mudn ra ngoai
trong lic ching t6i luc soat can phong nay khong?”

Ba Thompson lui sau vao chiéc ghé, siét chat tam dém bén dudi nhu thé
muon ngan né vat 1on. “Khong dau.”

Trong lic ca doi tién hanh luc soat, Walsh quay lai véi viéc dat cau héi.
“Ba bao da nhan dwgc mot 1a thw ctia chong. Vi sao ba chuwa bao gio dé cap
dén ng?”

Ba Thompson co ngudi lai nhw mudn tranh xa khoi 6ng thanh tra, co rim
lai trong long ghé. “Bai t6i chi con c6 long ty trong. Téi khéng mudn ai
biét 6ng ay doi x& véi tdi khing khiép dén mitc nao.” Ba ta cham cham
khan 1én do6i mat rao hoanh.

“Dau buu dién ¢ dau?” McLoughlin héi.

“London, t6i nghi thé.”

“Cé thé doan la thu dugc viét tay,” anh lo dang néi. “Ong ta ching thé
kiém dau dwgc mot cai may danh chit ca.”

Ba gat dau. “Pung vay.”

“Phong bi loai nao?”

Ba ta nghi mdt 1at roi trd 10i. “Mau trang.”

McLoughlin bat cudi. “Chang lira noi ai dau. Ba khong thé c tiép tuc
bia dat nhw thé va mong chg chiing t6i vo tay tan thwdng dwoc. Ching toi
s& kiém tra v&i ngudi duwa thw. O mot noi thé ndy, thuong chi cé duy nhat
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mot nguwdi dua thue trong nhiéu nam lién, va & day chinh la anh cha quay
hang kiém buu dién gan nha thd. Nhitng 14 thw cia ba han sé tré thanh cha
dé ban tan cua anh ta trong vong vai thang day. Anh ta sé sam soi tirng la
mot vGi hi vong tré thanh nguwdi dau tién biét dugc tin titc vé Daniel. Ba sé
khong thuyét phuc duge chiing t6i rang chong ba van con séng bang viéc
vé ra nhitng la thv dau, ba Thompson a.”

Ba Thompson liéc qua anh dén cho nit canh sat dang luc tim ta btip phé.
“Ctt hoi ngwoi dua thu di, trung si. Cau sé biét toi dang noi that.” Ba ta noi
v6i giong chan thanh, nhwng anh nhin van mang vé diém tinh va tinh toan
chang kém gi nhitng lan anh tirng thay truedc day. “Néu toi biét cau nghi gi,
han t6i da ké vé 1a thw ngay lan dau tién cau dén day roi."

McLoughlin ditng day va tién lai cho ba ta, hai canh tay chong 1én thanh
ghé. “Vi sao ba lai té ra choang vang nhw thé khi nghe vé cai xac trong ham
trit dong? Néu ba biét 6ng Thompson con song, diéu dé chang cé y nghia gi
véi ba ca.”

“Ga dan ong nay dang ham doa t6i,” ba quat len véi Walsh. “To6i khong
thich thé.” Ba 4n minh sau hon vao chiéc ghé.

“Lui lai, Andy.”

“Rat vui long.” Khong mot 161 canh bao, anh ngoac tay vao duéi tay ba
ta va dot ngot Iui lai. Ba ta bat khéi ghé nhuw nap chai champagne, r6i co
giang tay ra va hung bao danh anh. Anh tém lay canh tay dang vung vay
doé, tranh dwgc mot ci danh tir canh tay kia va cam thay mot bai nuwdc bot
nhom nhép day trén ma minh. “Cai ghé, thwa sép,” anh hé 1én. “Ba ta gidu
gi do.”

“Biét r6i.”

McLoughlin vira tim chat cd hai canh tay nguwdi phu ni¥ vira uén minh
tranh nhitng cd da. “Nay may cau kia,” anh gian dit hét 1én. “Ba ta dang
danh t6i nhtr tr day. Ai cam cong tay thé, vi Chia?”

“Thang khén!” Ba Thompson gao 1én. “Thang khon ché chét!” Ba ta
khac mot bai nwdc miéng va nho vé phia anh. N6 vang tring moi anh va
chdy ca vao miéng, khién anh ghé tdm khdng chiu noi.
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Nhu dwoc danh thirc khoi trang thai chd bat dong, may canh sat lao tdi,
bam cong tay va 16i ngwdi phu nit vé phia sofa. Ba ta nhin McLoughlin vé&i
cd gang vO vong nhuw con ran muén phun noc déc va pha 1én cudi. “Pang
doi thang khon nha may. Tao hi vong may tém dugc gi do.”

“Co vé t6i da tom dugc cai dudi ctia ba roi,” anh n6i va quay sang Walsh.
“Po la gi vay?”

Walsh dwa cho anh mot phong bi mong. “Ba ta han da rit né ti tdi ra khi
chiing ta dang tr6 mat nhin ddm quan 16t chét tiét kia.” Ong cudi khing
khuc vé hai hwdc. “Lang phi thoi gian thoi, thwa quy ba than mén. Cubi
cung ching t6i van tim ra no.”

McLoughlin m@ phong bi. Bén trong la hai tdim vé may bay, dé tén ong
ba Thompson, chuyén bay dén Marbella t5i nay. “Ong ta an ndu & dau suét
thoi gian qua vay?” Anh hoi ba ta.

“Cut xuong dia nguc di!”

“Ba Thompson! Ba Thompson!” MGt giong néi hot hoang la 1én twr
khung ctra. “Binh tinh nao, toi xin ba.”

Ba ta cudi ha ha. “Bi ma quay tay di, tén dan 6ng nho tho ngé ngan.”

“Ba ay dién roi sao?” Cha sé kinh hoang hoi.

“Ciling la mot cach noi,” thanh tra Walsh vui vé dap.
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21

Anne pha 1én cwoi khi McLoughlin ké lai cau chuyén. Sac hong da tré lai
trén gwong mat cd va vé thich tha 14p lanh trong d6i mat. Thi duy nhat
nhac nhd vé vu tan cong la chiéc khan dé cham trang budc theo kiéu cuwép
bién bén trén 16p bang gac. B6 ngoai tai nhitng 16i khuyén cta y bac si,
hém truwée, c6 da ty xuat vien. Nam ngay nam vién ro rang da la cyc han
ma con nghién thudc cua co6 cé thé chiu dung néi. Phoebe danh nhuwgng bo
tredc quyét dinh chang thé tranh khéi dy. C6 dwa ban vé nha sau khi ép
Anne hita sé thyc hién chinh xac nhitng diéu duoc dan do.

“Chi can dwa minh mot diéu thu6c, va minh sé lam bat ci¢ diéu gi cau
bdo,” Anne dap.

Dbiéu c6 khong biét 1a Phoebe ciing phadi cam doan sé chiu trach nhiém
cho sy an toan cta co. “Néu cd ay roi bénh vién, c6 Maybury a, chiing t6i
sé khong thé bao vé co ay,” Walsh canh bao. “Ciing nhw khong thé bao vé
cd. Bon gidn vi ching t6i khong du ngwoi dé tuan tra trong dién trang
Streech. To6i khuyén c6 ay nén & lai bénh vién, cling nhv khuyén c6 nén
chuyén ra ngoai.”

“DPung phi 10i,” Phoebe khinh khinh noi. “Streech la nha cua ching t6i.
Néu chiing t6i phai dwa vao 6ng dé bao vé ban than thi noi d6 sé chang con
dang song nita.”

Walsh nhiun vai. “Co la mot ngwoi phu nit vo cung ngu ngoc, co
Maybury a.”

Ng6i cung phong vGi ho, Diana lién noi cau. “Lay Chua, 6ng ding la do
chét tiét,” c6 quat lén. “Hai ngay tredc 6ng khong tin 1dy mot 10i Phoebe
néi. Con bay gio, vi trung si McLoughlin da nhoc céng tim ra chit bang
chitng, ong lai bao c6 ay la con ngoc khi khong lam theo 16i khuyén chét
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tiét ctia ong. Chac, téi néi ong nghe nhé, thit duy nhat thay déi trong hai
ngay qua la tam tri ctia 6ng day.” C6 giam chan ra chiéu byc titc. “Vi sao
hém nay chiing toi lai phai bo chay trong khi hom qua hay may ngay truéc
nita ching t6i khong lam thé? Van nguy hiém thé ca thoi, lay Chua. Va 6ng
c6 hinh dung ra ai la ngwoi da bao vé chiing t6i su6t thoi gian dé khong?”

“Ai vay, co Goode?”

Co0 quay lung vé phia ong.

“Puong nhién la ching to6i tw bao vé minh r6i,” Phoebe lanh lung dap.
“Va ching toi sé tiép tuc lam thé. May con ché la nhitng hd vé tot nhat
chung t6i c0.”

Lic nay Anne dang twa ngudi vao chong gobi trén chiéc ghé banh yéu
thich nhat ctia minh, hai chan gac lén ghé dau 16t thdm ctia Phoebe, mot
chiéc 4o khoac cli mau nau choang qua vai, va mot chiéc bt chi cai trén
tai. McLoughlin tham nghi, c6 la kiéu khéng dé tam dén y kién cta nguoi
khac. Théng diép rat don gidn: t6i la ngwoi ma anh dang thdy day, chap
nhan hay khong thi tuy. Anh ty héi, khong biét diéu d6 bat nguon tw sy tw
tin toi thwgng hay thai do lanh dam tuyét déi. Du cdu tra 10i 1a gi, anh cling
wdc sao minh c6 thé lam vay. Vé phan minh, anh van cam thay can dén sy
cong nhan cta nhitng nguoi khac.

“Vay ong Thompson tron & dau?” Co hoi anh.

“Ba ta khong chiu néi vé6i ching tdi, nhung ching khé dé tim ra. Ong ta
xuat hién ngoan ngoan nhw mét chu ctru, trede chuyén bay lic 7 gio 30
phut dén Marbella.”

“Chay tan loan vdi so tién am dwgc ha?”

McLoughlin gat dau. Khi bi tém va bi Wally nhan dang chinh 1a ké trén
trong nha kho, Daniel d3 dé nghi hop tac v&i canh sat. Ong ta khai, vo
chong ho nghi dén y twéng bo tron khi tim thdy mot cudn sach trong thw
vién mo ta cudc song giau sang sung swéng cua nhitng ké tham 6 nguoi
Anh trén bo bién Tay Ban Nha. Cong viéc kinh doanh ctia Thompson dang
trén by vic pha san. Ong ta di phan nan véi ba vo vé sy bat cong ring
minh phdi lam viéc mra mat dé duy tri cong viéc, con nhitng tén dan 6ng
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khac, khi d6i mat vGi van dé twong tw, chi can 6m von liéng bé tron va song
nhan nha dwdi danh mat troi. Cau tra 10i rat don gian, ba Thompson tuyén
bd, ho cling sé di theo hudng mat troi. Ho khéng c6 ngwoi phu thudc, ba ta
chuwa bao gio thich nwdc Anh, dac biet kinh tdm East Deller va ba ta cting
khong dinh song muwdi nam tiép theo trong canh an tiéu dé sén dé co gitr
cho cong viéc kinh doanh ctia Daniel khéi pha san. Ong Thompson hdi
twong lai. “Diéu la thuwong nhat 1a viéc thuyét phuc moi ngudi dau tw vao 1o
swoi trong suot lai dé dang dén mirc titc cwoi. Thé mdi biét mién Nam nay
nhiéu tién bac tréi ndi va nhitng con ngwoi dau 6c han hep dén thé nao.”
Ong ta khién McLoughlin nhé dén Arthur Daley*.

“Ong ché tao 10 sudi trong sudt kiéu gi?” Anh td mo hoi.

“Thay tinh chiu lyc, chiu nhiét,” Thompson néi. “Cung loai vat liéu
chiing ta diing cho c4c loai xoong ndi. Y twéng 1a thém mau nhudém vao
nuwdc trong cac binh gian nd va nhin ching chdy qua ca hé théng.”

“C0 Goode noi do co thé la mot cudc cach mang trong thiét ké noi that.”

Daniel thd dai. “Dé chinh la phan mia mai nhat trong toan bo cau
chuyén. T6i nghi c6 ay cé 1é da dung. T6i chon y twdng nay vi n6 vira o vé
thye hién dwgc, nhung lai cling vira du ngé ngan dé khién viéc pha san tré
nén kha di. C¢ tht hinh dung sy ngac nhién cta t6i khi chwa 16 chut thong
tin nao ra ngoai, nhung moi thitr da bat dau khéi sac. Luc do, dwong nhién
la qua mudn réi. Muon dat dwgc thanh cong thi sé phai trdi qua v6 van khé
khan.” Ong ta giai thich. “Dic biét, Maisie, ba vo tdi, lai luén danh tron tri
tim cho Costa del Sol*. Rat buon, that dé.” Ong ta lo dang nhin xa xam.
“T6i co6 thé da kiém dwgc bon tién, va kiéu gi di chang nita, ching t6i cling
c6 thé nghi hwu dé thoa y nguyén ctia minh.”

“Vay tai sao ong lai nghi dén viéc gid vo mat tich? Tai sao khong don
gian la cd hai vg chéng cung déng géi do dac, va bo di?”

Ong Thompson cudi rang r&. “Lan trén sé khién ngudi ta lo 1ing. Va
chiing t6i dau mudén nguwoi Tay Ban Nha ghét bé ching t6i. Ho khong dé
dai nhv tredc day nira. Trong lic Maisie & lai day, moi ngwoi chi cdm thay
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thwong hai cho ba ay vi da két hén v6i mot tén dan 6ng qua yéu dudi va bat
tai.”

“Thé 6ng da & dau trong hai thang vira qua?”

“East Deller,” 6ng ta c6 vé ngac nhién truéc cau hoi. “Cho dén hai hom
tredc, toi téi mot nha nghi trong khi Maisie thu xép do dac. Nhitng cudc
ghé tham hoi quéa thwong xuyén cta cac anh da khién chiing t6i khong thé
thodi mai duwgc nira.”

“Ong trén trong chinh nha minh u?”

Ong ta gat dau. “O day kha an toan. Maisie goi dién dén khach san tdi
thué ¢ London sau lan dau tién canh sat luc soat khap can nha va khu vuon.
To6i tré vé nha trong dém 26 va nam im trén gac mai. Chung t6i cho rang
lam thé an toan hon la lang thang ngoai kia v&i hinh anh ctia t6i dan & khap
noi.”

“Wally da nhin thdy 6ng trong nha kho,” McLoughlin no6i.

“P6 1a mot sai lam,” ong ta thtra nhan. “Chung t6i c¢ twdng nha kho sé
la noi an nau tuyét voi nhat bai toi sé dé dang chay di néu canh sat bat ngo
ap t6i. Puong nhién ciing la noi ngudi ngoai dé di vao nhat. Binh thwong
thi chang c6 ai ra vao do6 ca,” ong ta néi khong hé ac y. “Maisie da giau t6i
sau mot chong hop cii, nén sé khong thé nao bi khach dén choi nhin thay
dugce.” Ong ta gd hai dau ngén tré béo map vao nhau. “Nhung 130 gia ngu
ngoc doé cling tim mot cho tron. T6i khong biét 1ao hay la toi méi cam thay
soc hon khi lao ta kéo ddam hop qua mé6t bén nira.”

“Canh sat da tién hanh luc soat hai lan,” McLoughlin néi. “Lam sao 6ng
trén dugc vao lan th hai?”

“Bai chung t6i da lwong tredc duwge chuyén do. Ching t6i cho rang néu
canh sat dén luc soat bat ngd va khong tim thdy gi, ho sé két luan rang toi
that sy da chay trén vi nhitng rac réi trong cong viéc kinh doanh va bé roi
Maisie ti lo 1ay than. Nén Maisie da goi dién thoai ndac danh dé khuyén
khich thém mot cudc luc soat nita. Phai mat hai ngay chd dogi trong lo sg,
nhung ching t6i da san sang khi canh sat ap dén. To6i chi can nhay qua hang
rao ¢ cudi vuron va nup gitta mét bui cay trong vieon nha hang xém cho dén
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khi Maisie ra hiéu an toan.” Ong ta mim cudi nh3 nhin. Pung nhw Diana
mo ta, ong ta c6 kho ngudi nhw mot co6 xe tang. Nu cwoi chia doi guwong
mat map map thanh hai hinh ban nguyét, nita bén dwdi phi m& véi cai cam
ché. “Sau do, ching t6i khong gdp rac roéi gi thém cho dén khi cac vi xuat
hién v6i doi giay.”

“Dau thé, 6ng cling dang mao hiém. Hang x6m han phai ra vao su6t thoi
gian do.”

“Sau khi Maisie gia v0 mac chitng cuéng tinh duc qua xuat sac thi khong
ai dén nita,” 6ng Thompson noi. “Vai nguwdi phu nit van tiép tuc ghé qua
doi lan vi long tot, nhwng that tuyét voi khi si xau ho cé thé khién nguwoi ta
xa lanh nhau nhanh chéng dén vay. Maisie nén lam dién vién mgi phai, t6i
lic nao ciing noi thé. Ching t6i 1dy y twédng vé gac mai ti nhat ki cia Anne
Prank*,” ong ta ty dong khai nhan.

“Va ba ta khong hé biét vé cai xac trong ham trit dong w? Toi thdy that
khong binh thuong.”

“Chuyén do phién todi chét di dwgc,” Thompson noéi. Lan dau tién 6ng ta
td vé kho chiu. “Ba ay khong thé dé nguwoi ta trong thay minh da thay doi
théi quen duwgce. Néu ba ay thué mot cdi ti vi hodc bat dau mua bao, ngudi ta
c6 thé cho rang ba dy dang dan yéu doi trd lai. Sai hinh twgng, cau khong
thay sao?”

McLoughlin gat dau. “Va khong ai néi vdi ba dy vi ngudi ta sg cai xac
dé6 la cua ong.”

Daniel tho dai. “Gay ong lai dap lung ong.”

“V1i sao ong tén qua nhiéu thoi gian dé an ndp dén vay? Hai ngudi cé thé
bé di tw vai tuan trwdc roi co ma.”

“Chuing t6i tham lam.” Thompson thi nhan. “Chiing t6i mudén lay tién
ban nha nita. M0t co ngoi thé nay cling dang gia hai mwoi lam nghin bang.
N6 nhw phan dwong phua trén banh gitng vay. Theo ké hoach, Maisie phai
tré nén cang lac cang suy sup, cho dén khi gidi phap hop ly nhat la ban
ngoi nha va chuyén dén noi khac nhé hon, nhwng khong con Iwu lai ki e
nao nita. Sé chang ai thac mac ca. Thanh that ma néi, cé khi ho con thay
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nhe nhom khi ba dy ra di nita kia. Sau dé, vGi khodn tién tich cop dugc,
chuing t6i sé xuong pha téi Phap va tir dé dén véi Tay Ban Nha ruyc nang.”

“Ong s& dung ho chiéu ctia chinh minh sao?”

Nguoi dan 6ng gat dau.

“Ong duwoc bdo céo 1a mat tich, dng Thompson. Chic chin 6ng sé& bi
ngan lai.”

“0, t6i khong nghi thé dau, trung si a,” 6ng ta thodi mai néi. “Sau thang
da tr6i qua, 6n ao lang xudng roi, hang tram nguwoi qua lai mo6i ngay, mot
cdp do6i trung nién vd&i tén goi pho bién. Du sao, viéc gi ho phai dé phong
t0i chit? Vo toi c6 thé xac nhan t6i da tré vé. Va duong nhu ciing chang hé
c6 1énh bét giit t6i, phai khong?” Ong ta nghiéng dau sang mot bén va thich
thu quan sat McLoughlin.

“Pung la khong c06,” anh thtra nhan.

“T6i vO dung that,” Thompson n6i. “T6i thodi mai thira nhan diéu dé.
Nhung khong cé ai mat qua nhiéu tién tir that bai ctia t6i.” Ong ta khoanh
tay lai trén cai bung ning ninh. “Tat ca cac nhan vién cuia t6i déu tim dugc
cong viéc khac. Co quan thué vu da dong y khong bat nop ngay cac khoan
bdo hiém, nén tdi da nhanh chéng, chit lam sao téi tw nhién 14y duoc,
‘muon’ khoan dé dé duy tri cong viéc kinh doanh.” Ong ta nhay mét. “T6i
phai ghi nhan cong lao tir phu ta cua toi. Cau ta da thay mat nguwoi lao dong
ding ra dam phan, nhw Maisie ké véi t6i. Mot tay tuyét voi, té chitc dau ra
day, va vo cung chinh tryc. Cau ta da sap xép cai dong hon don do t6i gay
ra va c6 vuc day cong viéc kinh doanh. Hay nh@ cau ta tirng néi nhitng 10i
kho6 nghe v6i Maisie trén dién thoai, goi tdi la mot tén pha qudy nghiép du,
nhung t6i khong thay ghét b cau ta gi hét.” Ong ta phay vét bui khéi 4o.
“Cac nha dau tw danh cuwgc vao toi la mét sai lam dang buon, nhung ho van
vui vé dirng ngay lai va chuyén sang cac thwong vu dau tw nhiéu lgi nhuan
hon. T6i 14y 1am vui ming. T6i chi bu6n vi da phu cong ho.”

“Khoan da,” McLoughlin danh giong n6i. “Khong phai 6ng chi phu cong
ho thdi dau, 6ng Thompson a. Ong da nang hét tién cia ho.”

“Ai noi thé?”
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“Ty ong thira nhan.”

“Khi nao?”

McLoughlin quay sang nit canh sat Brownlow dang toc ki ndy gid. “Tim
doan Ong ta néi da lay y twdng tir nhitng ké bién thi cong quy ngwdi Anh
song & Tay Ban Nha.”

Cb 1at gid cudn s6 tay. “Ong ta thue sy khong hé néi minh da bién tha,”
c6 thtra nhan sau vai phut. “Chi néi rang cong viéc kinh doanh dang bén bo
vuc pha san.”

“Lat vai trang nita di,” McLoughlin néi. “Ong bao viéc mdi ngudi ta dau
tw vao hé thong 10 sudi trong sudt dé dang dén mitc tirc cuoi.”

“Pung vay,” Thompson ndi. “Do 1a y hay ma.”

“Me kiép,” McLoughlin néi cau. “Ong néi y twéng 4y ciing di ngd ngan
dé khién viéc pha san trd nén kha di.”

“Va t6i da chitng minh la ding ddy théi. D6 chinh la diéu da xay ra ma.”

“Ong khong pha san vi y twdng cia 6ng khong kha thi. Ong da cuém tién
di. Chinh 6ng cling bao y twéng kinh doanh d6 han sé mang lai thanh c6ng
16m.”

Thompson thé dai. “T6i chac chan dé sé la mot thanh cong 16n, néu t6i
c6 dau 6c kinh doanh hon. Van dé cua t6i, nhuw toi da c6 giai thich véi cau,
la sy bat tai. Cau sé bat chuing to6i sao, trung si?”

“Phai, 6ng Thompson, chac chan t6i sé lam thé ro6i.”

“Vi ly do gi day?”

“Lam ton thoi gian cia canh sat, bwdc dau la vay, trong lic t6i tim ra ai
do6 san long cao budc cac ngudi va6i toi trang nghiém trong hon.”

“Ai co?”

“Mot trong cac chu ng cua 6ng, cd Goode.”

“T6i sé bao luat su cta t6i dan xép riéng véi co dy,” ong ta thodi mai noi.
“Sé tot hon nhiéu thay vi thic ép to6i thong qua toa an.”

“T6i sé bat vg 6ng vi hanh vi tan céng.”
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“Tdi nghiép Maisie. Ba dy bi loan tri, cau biét day.” Ong ta nhdy mit ra
chiéu vo cung thich thu. “Do6i lic, ty ba ay chang y thitc dugc minh dang
lam gi nita. Mot dot diéu tri ngan vGi bac si tam ly sé gitip ba ay nhiéu hon
10i khai t0 tir canh sat day. Cha s& sé dong y vdi toi thoi.”

“Cac nguoi ding la mot 1i lwra déo.”

“Nang 10i qua, trung si a. Sy that, toi la mot thang hén khong thé doi mat
vdi su thit vong ctia nhitng nguwoi da dat niém tin noi t6i ma thoi. Toi da
chay tron va an nau. That dang khinh, t6i dong y, nhung kh6 ma coi 1a toi
pham duge.” Anh mét 6ng ta rat diém tinh va chan thanh, nhung cai cim
thi khé rung rinh. McLoughlin chang phan biét n6i do6 la vi vui dua hay vi
an nan nita.

Nghe anh ké lai xong, Anne cuwdi pha 1én. “Anh c6 dé ho di khong?”

Anh nguong ngung nhe rang cwoi. “Cit nhw dang c6 bat mot cap lwon
vay. Hé nghi minh da tém dwoc, ching lai 1an mat. Gio ho da vé nha,
nhung phai doi mat vGi nhitng rac roi gay ra trong vai tuan qua. Trong ldc
do, toi da tim duwgc trg 1y dudi quyén 6ng ta, nguwdi nay phat ro 1én vi bi
dem ra lam tro cuwdi va bdo sé cung mot ké toan ra tim s6 sach dé 16i ra
bang dwgc khoan tién da bi bién tha.”

“Anh ta sé chang tim duwgc gi dau,” Anne vita n6i vira lau nwdc mat.
“Ong Thompson c6 vé 1a mdt tay chuyén nghiép ddy. Tat ca gidy t& chic da
duwgc sap x€p gon ghé trong mot ngoi biét thy & Tay Ban Nha r6i.”

“Co 18.” McLoughlin vion vai, r6i thu thai ng6i xudng ghé. Anh lai phai
thitc trang dém va anh mét ra roi.

Jane ndi véi Anne rang, McLoughlin da chon sai nghé. Vi sao? Anne
thac mac. Con bé nhan xét, bdi anh qua nhay cdm v&i nhitng rac réi cta
nguoi khac. Anne quan sat anh qua lan khdi ttr diéu thu6c cta c6. C6 khong
con ngay tho nhw con gai do dau ctia minh nén khong danh gia bang cam
tinh. Co6 c6 thé ham mudn anh, nhung khong doi nao sy khach quan cta c6
bi tdc dong bdi diéu d6. Co két luan, khong phai anh gap rac r6i vi qua
nhay cam v6i nguoi khac, ma vi qua nhay cam vaéi chinh anh. D6 la mot cai
bay, ma theo quan diém ctia Anne, c6 qua nhiéu ngwoi dan 6ng mac phai.
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Tw khién ban than 4p luwc trwdc ganh nang phai dwgc xa hdi cong nhan
chang khac nao c6 mac mot chiéc 4o khoac qua chat. Cé ty héi, lan cudi
McLoughlin ty giéu minh la khi nao, hodc c6 khi nao anh tir giéu ban than
hay khong. Cudc song véi anh la chudi rao chan phai veegt qua mét cach
gon ghé. Cham do mot cai dong nghia vai viéc that bai.

“Em dang nghi gi thé?” Anh hoi.

“T6i dang tu hoi, tai sao dan 6ng lai c& thich nang cao quan diém cua
ban than.”

“Q, toi khong hé biét day.”

“T6i dang c6 nghi lai xem da bao gio gap nguwdi nao khong nhw thé chwa.
Ong Thompson cta anh nghe c6 vé 1a mét (tng vién tiem ning ddy.” Co di
di nhitng ngén chan trén chiéc ghé 16t tham. “Nhitng rac r6i cia mot nguoi
phu nit chi xoay quanh 1ap trinh sinh hoc th6i. C6 ta ma khong san long
sinh sdn va nuoi dudng mot thé hé mdi, ca giong loai sé tuyét diét. Nhung
c6 ta lai that vong khi nhitng ké khac té ra mién cwdng trong viéc cong
nhan sy hi sinh cta c6 ta cho lgi ich chung. Anh khong dugc chinh phu tra
tién khi phai thyc hién nghia vu nudi dudng gia dinh ctia minh hai tw trén
bay. Anh ciing khong dugc trao tang huan chwong bao quoc* vi da dao tao
con cai trd thanh nhitng céng dan tét. Tham chi, gan nhw chinh con cai anh
cling khong cam on nhitng no luc ctia anh dau, ma c6 khi con vénh véo cai
rang, ching dau yéu cau dugc ra doi.” Co go diéu thudc 1én gat tan va cuoi
khic khich. “Lam me chang khac nao song cudc doi ctia mot con cho.
Chang c6 co cau quan ly, khong tham phan phan gidi, khong c6 quyén bac
bd du doi phwong nhiéu lan gay ttc ché, cting nhu khong cé hi vong thang
chitc nao. Ham doa vé mat cam xtc va qudy roi tinh duc thi day ray, nhitng
cu bat tai thwong xuyén nhw com bita.” D6i mat co 14p lanh. “Khong mot
nguwoi dan 6ng nao phai chiu dung diéu do ca. Chi cé long ty trong ctia anh
ta bi anh hwdng ma thoi.”

McLoughlin ty nguyén raa ban than vi da bién minh thanh ké ngoc. Anh
nén tin vao nhitng dn twgng dau tién va tranh xa c6 méi phdi. Ki nang trén
giwvong ctia co phai thuce sy dac biét di, thi méi xitng dang dé anh ngo6i im
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thé nay trong su6t cudc thuyét trinh doi nit quyén vira réi. Sau cung, cb va
c0 vg da bo nha theo trai cta anh c6 thyc sy khac nhau khong? Nhitng 101
phan nan giong nhau, chi c6 diéu, Anne dién dat tr6éi chay va phat am ro
rang hon ma thdi. Anh da thé sé song doc than. Anh khong cé nhu cau cling
nhw chdang du nang lwong dé cai va hay tranh luan bat ci¢ khi nao anh cam
thdy hitng tinh. Néu cai gia ctia khodi cam la sy dau hang, thi anh c6 thé
khong can dén n6. Anh da chao thua treéc nhitng phién todi cua vg va thitc
trang dém dé xem may bod phim ré tién, thay vi dugc tan hwdng mot dém
thit Bdy day dam mé. Hoa c6 dién anh md&i di chiu dung diéu dé vi mot
nguoi phu nit tham chi con chang rang budc gi véi anh.

Anh diéng phat day, dé mac con gian dit cung noi that vong ctia minh suc
soi. “Hay dé t6i néi diéu nay, Cattrell a. T6i phat 6m vi phdi nghe phu ni
phan nan vé s6 ménh cda ho roi. Tat ca cac nguwdi déu tru tréo khong mét
moi vé viéc dan ong c6 vo khoi thoi gian va da doi xi té bac vdi cac nguoi
ra sao.” Anh tién vé phia 10 swéi va chong tay 1én mat 10, nhin cham cham
vao ngon Itta gid. “Em nghi chi minh phu nit mé&i phai chiu dung cac van de
sinh ly tir 1ap trinh sinh hoc thoi sao? Ganh nang chat 1én vai dan 6ng con
16n hon nhiéu. Néu ching t6i khong dugc sinh ra dé lam nhiém vu gieo
giong, co khi syt mién cuong cta phu nit da khién loai nguwdi tuyét diét hang
thé ki r6i. Thir thuyét phuc mot ngwdi phu nit quan hé véi em xem. Viéc do
sé hao tién, ton cua, tao ra nhitng rang budc cdm xuic cung sang chan tinh
than do bi tr ch6i thwdng xuyén lién tuc. Néu mot nguwdi dan 6ng mudn lam
tron bon phan tredc xa hoi, anh ta sé phéi chiu canh ca doi bi giam trong
gong xiéng va dau tat mat toi dé vira chu cdp vé mat vat chat, lai vira gin
gitt sy hai long vé mat tinh than cho ngwoi phu nit, dé c6 dy dong y mang
thai con cdi cia anh ta, roi sinh ching ra va hét long cham séc ching.”

Anh quay lai nhin co, giong cay dang. “That nyc cuwdi va heén ha! Hobc
mon sinh sén cua t6i cling chang khac gi mot con chd. Ty nhién da thic ép
ca hai phai tong tinh dich cia minh vao mot con cai man dé, va diém khac
biét duy nhat la loai ché khong can bién ho ly do vi sao né muén lam thé
trong khi t6i thi c6. Hay nghi dén diéu d6 khi em mu6n cuwdi nhao long tw
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ton ciia mot ngwoi dan 6ng. Vi n6 mong manh lam. Qua la em da dang khi
néi t6i qua nang cao quan diém cta ban than. T6i phai lam diéu ché chét dy
ddy. Gio t6i chi con biét dén cong viéc va co quan, noi cac phép tac ng xw
van dugce ap dung, va la noi t6i khong phai gong minh dé c6 dat duogc
nhitng diéu ngudi khac ap dat cho minh.”

Co lay mot qua tdo tir cai khay bén canh va ném cho anh. “Anh kha lam,
McLoughlin a. Chac anh sé néi véi t6i anh tha lam phu ni¥ con hon.”

Anh nhin c6, nhin vé thich thu trén d6i mo6i cong hon doi cta c6 va bat
cwoi. “Chét tiét, suyt nita toi da néi thé réi. Em khich cho t6i ving 1én ma.”

“Khong,” c6 mim cuwdi. “Toi dang muodn anh thd 16ng ra day chir. Tw khi
bat dau cho dén ltic két thic, cudc song chang khac nao mot vé hai kich,
v6i chiat cham biém dé tao thém sac thai. Néu khong phai thé, loai nguoi
han da ty nhét cai dau biét suy xét cia minh vao bép ga lau r6i. Khong mot
ai c6 thé chiu dwng bdy muoi nam séng trong bi kich dwgc. Khi toi chét,
chac chan la vi ung thw, Jane da hita sé ghi lai nhithg dong nay trén bia md
cta t6i, ‘Nguwoi nam dwdi mo la Anne Cattrell, ba da ludn cudi twoi suot
nhitng nam thang cudc doi. Moi ngwoi da cwdi nhao ba nhung it nhat ba
cling biét diéu d6.”" C6 ném mot qua tdo khac 1én khéng trung va bat lay
né. “Trong vai tuan tdi, néu anh duy tri dwgce nhip do, anh cé thé trd nén
thich giéu cgt va cham biém nhu t6i day, McLoughlin a. R6i anh sé la mot
nguoi dan 6ng hanh phuc.”

McLoughlin ngo6i xuéng vGi qua tdo gitta hai ham rang va kéo chiéc cap
tap vé phia minh. “Em khong phai la ké chi thich giéu cot,” anh vira nhai
tao vira noi.

Co6 mim cuoi. “biéu gi khién anh néi vay?”

“T6i da doc nhat ki cia em.” Anh bam khod, m@ hé chiéc cap va lay ra
mot cuén s6 mong.

Co to mo nhin anh. “Anh c6 thich khong?”

“Toi nén thich no a?”

“Khong,” giong c6 chua chat. “T6i khong viét ra dé nguoi khac doc.”
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“Cling la diéu t6t,” anh thang than nhan xét. “Phai bién tap lai thi md&i
hiéu dugc.”

Co tritng mat nhin anh. “Nhwng anh thi van hiéu chi, t6i doan vay?” C6
cam thay ton thuwong ghé gém. Ngay ca khi chi viét vi chinh minh, nhitng
cau chit 4y cling vO cung quan trong vdi co.

“T6i c6 thé doc.”

“T6i c6 thé cam but vé. Diéu d6 khong bién t6i thanh mot hoa si chuyén
nghiép.” Co c6 tinh nhin vao déng ho deo tay. “Khong phai anh nén di tim
ké giét ngudi sao? Theo t6i thay, anh van chwa tién thém dwgce bude nao
trong viéc tim ra danh tinh cai xac, va quan trong hon, ké nao da danh vao
dau t6i.” C6 coc thém quan tdm anh dang nghi gi, du sao, anh ciing chi la
mot canh sat. Thé nhung tai sao bung c6 lai c6 cam giac quan that thé nay?

Anh nhai nh6p nhép miéng tao. “P. can dwgc chinh dén,” anh néi véi co.
“P. dang huy hoai hét moi chuyén.” Anh quang cu6n nhat ki vao long c6.
“Con dao van nam & s@, chd em ki nhan. T6i cam th nay di dé Friar khoi
chém né ra ngoai roi di photo nhitng doan khiém nha bén trong.” Anh ngoi
quay lung vé phia ctra s6 va doi mat chang dé 16 diéu gi. C6 khong thé biét
anh c6 dang dua cgt hay khong nita.

“Pang ti€c. Friar c6 thé sé danh gia cao no.”

“Keé toi nghe vé P. di.”

Co than trong nhin anh. “Anh mudn biét diéu gi?”

“Liéu 6ng ta c6 tan cong em khong?”

“Khong.”

“Chac chit? C6 1é ong ta la kiéu ngwoi ghen tuong. Mat trong nhitng chai
bia Pdc biét cia 6ng ta da dugc dung lam hung khi dé danh em day, va t6i
nghe noi, 6ng ta chwa bao gio dé chang lot ra khéi quan.”

Co c6 thé pha nhan P. va Paddy khong phai mot nguwdi - vién canh
McLoughlin gip g& anh chang P. ma c6 viét trong nhat ki khién c6 hoang
s¢ - nhung nhw thé that hén nhat, va Anne chuwa bao gio la ké hén nhat.
“Cong nhan,” ¢6 noéi. “Anh trao doi vdi 6ng ta chwa?”
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“Van chwa. Ching t6i chi vira nhan dwgc két qua sang nay th6i.” Su
twong dong v4i mau va toc cia Anne da chitng minh chai bia chinh la hung
khi, ngoai ra, khong thu dwgc két qua nao kha quan. Cé nhitng dau van tay
10 m& quanh ¢6 chai va m6t ddu chan khéng hoan chinh duwng lai tit phan
10m xudng trén mat dat ma gan nhw kho c6 thé quan sat thdy bang mat
thwong. Khong du dé tién xa hon.

Anne wdc minh hiéu dugc diéu anh dang nghi. Anh cé phai la mét nguoi
phan xét khat khe khong? Liéu anh c6 hiéu dwgc rang, Paddy da khién
Streech tré nén dé thd hon, khi 6ng luén luén quay lai, dau chi la thi thodng
khong? Khong hiéu sao, c6 kha chac chan rang anh sé chang bao gid hiéu
dwgc. Du lic nay day, co doi vdi anh c6 sitc hap dan la ki, nhwng anh van la
mot nguwdi dan 6ng truyén thong. Sw hap dan sé khong kéo dai lau, co biét
diéu d6. S6Gm muon, anh sé quay tré lai v4i ban tinh vén cé va r6i c6 sé chi
con la mot thodng ki niém dién ro6 trong tri nhd cta anh ma théi. Va véi
Anne, mot lan nita, sé chi la Paddy méi nhac c6 nhd, nhitng bitc twong &
dién trang Streech khong phai la khong thé cong pha. Nhitng giot 16 mét
moi khién doi mit c6 budt nhéi. “Ong ay 1a mot ngudi dan éng tot bung.
Va ong ay hiéu hét moi viéc.”

Néu McLoughlin hiéu diéu c6 n6i, anh ciing khong thé hién ra ngoai.
Anh roi di khong 10i tw biét.

Paddy dang xép nhitng thung bia rong & cudi quan rugu. McLoughlin im
lang quan sat 6ng ta nhac cai thung dat 1én chong cao mot cach dé dang.

“T6i co thé giap gi cho cau?”

“Trung si McLoughlin, S& Cénh sat Silverborne.” McLoughlin da hinh
dung 6ng ta han phai 1a mot chang Adonis* co bap, vam v, mang sitc hut
chang khac nao nam cham va b6 ndo thong tué ctia Einstein. Nhung thuc
t&, Paddy lai 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng to 16n, thira can, than thé 16ng 14. Ong ta
mdc chiéc do xau xi cli nat va cai quan bac théch. Ngon lra ghen tuéng
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nhen 1én trong long McLoughlin. Anh cho Paddy xem tdm anh vé chai bia
bang d4 dugc chup lai sau khi 1ay ra ti* bui cdy. “Ong nhan ra né chi¥?”

Paddy thoang liéc tdm anh. “Cé 1&.”

“T6i nghe noi 6ng t loai bia Pac biét nay trong do.”

Trong mot thoang, bau khong khi tré nén thu dich, ho g@om guwdm nhin
nhau nhw hai con ché lai diing manh, san sang chém Ién dé chién dau bao
vé chii quyén. Rdi Paddy chon cach lui lai. Ong ta hai huéc nhin vai. “Thoi
duwgc, phai, tréng n6 giéng mot trong nhitng chai bia cia t6i. Nhung do chi
don thuan la s@ thich. T6i dang viét mot cuon sach vé cac phuwong phéap u
bia truyén théng, dé dam bao ching sé khong bao gid bi thét truyén.” Anh
mat ong ta diém tinh va chan that. “Thi thodng t6i t6 chitc cho moi ngudi
ném tht, toi ting bia cho moi nguwdi trong lang dé 14y y kién cia ho.” Ong
ta quan sat gwong mat t6i sam ctia McLoughlin va chd dgi phan ¢ng cda
anh. “Thoéi dugc, thinh thodng, t6i cd yéu cau moi nguwdi dong gép cho chi
phi sédn xuat. Ciling chang c6 gi qua dang ca. Chi la mot s& thich dat do thoi
ay ma.” Paddy thdy byc minh trueéc sy im lang cia McLoughlin. “Chét tiét,
anh ban, cau khong cé gi quan trong hon dé lam vao lic nay sao? Du sao,
dita nao da dwa né cho cau thé? T6i sé 10t da thang khon dé.”

“Co phai ong chuwa bao gid dé lot nhitng chai bia nay ra khoi quan rugu
khong, ong Clarke?” McLoughlin lanh lung hai.

“Phai, ding vay, va t6i dam bao sé tan thang khon cuém né di mét tran.
Ai da dwa n6 cho cau thé?”

McLoughlin chi vao vét den bAm quanh phan dit chai. “Pé la mau, 6ng
Clarke a, mau caa co Cattrell.”

Nguoi dan 6ng to 16n bong chét sitng. “Thé la thé quai nao?”

“P6 la thit hung khi dung dé danh vao dau mot ngwdi phu nit. T6i twong
ong cé thé gidi thich tai sao céi chai nay lai tim dwgc dwong vao vudn nha
c6 ay chi.”

Paddy m& miéng dinh néi gi do, roi bong ngoi sup xudng cai thing gan
nhat. “Lay Chuda! Nhitng cai chai d6 nang ca tan. T6i nghe néi c6 ay khong
sao, nhung lay Chua!”
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“Lam sao cai chai nay lai lot vao vieon nha c6 ay duwgc, ha ong Clarke?”

Paddy van khong dé tam. “Robinson bao c6 ay bi danh vao dau. T6i
twong do la chi la mot ci nén thoi. Bon bat tai khon kiép ci goi do la mot
cd nén.”

“Bon bat tai nao?”

“Li nha bao.”

“Ai d6 da dap v& xuong so co ay.”

Paddy nhin cham cham xudng dat. “C6 ay 6n chit?”

“Chuing da dung chai bia ctia 6ng dé lam thé day.”

“Me kiép, toi vira héi cdu d6.” Ong ta ditng bat ddy va gian dit nhin
trirng tritng McLoughlin. “Co ay 6n khong?”

“On. Nhung 6ng quan tim lam gi? Ong 16 danh c6 4y manh hon dv dinh
a?”

Paddy buing 1én gian dit. Ong ta liéc vé phia cita bép dé dam bao né van
dong kin. 6ng ta ha thap giong. “Cau lan nham 16i r6i. Anne la ban toi.
Chung t6i da quen biét tir 1au. Co dy sé khang dinh vGi cau rang khong doi
nao téi lai lam ton thwong c6 ay.”

“Troi toi lam. Co 1€ 6ng twong do la co Goode hodc c6 Maybury.”

“Pirng ¢6 ngu ngoc thé, chang trai. Toi cling quen biét ho. Chét tiét, tat
ca ho déu la ban cua t6i.”

Miéng McLoughlin tré xuéng. “Ca ba ngudi sao?”

“Phai.”

“Y 6ng la 6ng ngu véi ca ba ngudi w?”

Paddy dung tay ra hiéu n6i nho tiéng.

“Be bé cai miéng thoi, vi Chaa. Ai da ndi gi dén chuyén ngu véi thicc
vay? O d6 c6 don bé me di dwgc. Thinh thoang, t6i cip véi tirng ngudi mot
th6i.”

McLoughlin run 1én vi cuoi khi ngon Itra ghen tuong chi con chay 1 xeo
roi tat ngém. “Ho c6 biét khong?”
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Cam giac thu dich da voi bdt di nhiéu, Paddy nhe rang cuwoi. “T6i khong
biét. P6 khong phai 1a dieu cau dang thic mic, ding khong?” Ong ta nhanh
chong quyét dinh. “Lwong tam sé cho phép cau thudng thitc mot chai DPac
biét chi¥? Chung ta ciing nén uéng tredc khi co quan thué vu danh hoi
dugc. Va trong luc chung ta thuwdng thic no, toi sé cho cau danh sach cac
khach hang mua loai Pac biét nay & cho t6i. Toi chwa bao gio dé ngudi la
lang vang dén gan nod, nén toi biét dich danh tirng khach hang mot. Thang
khon cau dang tim han sé 1a mot trong so6 ho, va c6 1€ toi biét han la ai. Chi
c6 duy nhat mot ké trong ngoi lang nay du ngu ngdc va da thu han dé lam
thé.” Ong ta ddn McLoughlin bing qua san va budc vao mdt cin phong
phia sau ga ra, noi mach nha 1én men téa hvong thom dam da nic miii.
“N6i that véi cau, cé lac téi nghi, hay la minh hop thitc hoa viéc san xuat.
Co lé day chinh la ca hich t6i can. Ba vg toi c6 thé tiép quan cong viéc kinh
doanh & quan rugu, ba 4y lam chua hgp hon t6i nhiéu.”

Paddy 14y hai chai bia con nguyén, bat nap cao su va can than rot thi
chat 16ng mau ho phach dam véi phan ngon sui bot trang xoa vao hai coc
to. Ong dwa mot c6c cho McLoughlin. “Hay nghe 161 khuyén cta t6i, trung
si a.” Po6i mat 6ng anh lén lap lanh. “Cau c6 tat ca thoi gio trén thé gigi
nay, thé nén, hay tiép can n6 nhw cach cau tiép can nhitng ngwdi phu nit ay.
Tt ton, yéu thirong, kién nhan, ciing véi su ton trong tuyét doi. Béi néu cau
khong lam thé, cau sé nam ngay do trén san trong vai nét nhac, va tw hoi
cai gi da danh minh thé.”

“Po chinh la bi mat ctia 6ng a?”

“Dung vay.”

McLoughlin gio c6c ctia minh 1én. “Can.”

Sang hom do, khi Robinson dén cho lam, 14 thw dd nam san trén ban cho
anh. Chi* viét tay ngoai phong bi ngdy ng6 va khé doc, ddu buu dién dia
phwong. Anh ham hé xé toac bi thw va trai to gidy méng trén ban, ngay
tredc mat minh. Trén do6 pha kin chit viét tay cling xdu xi, sai chinh ta lung
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tung nhw ¢ ngoai, mo6 ta dong dai vé chuyén ki quai da xay ra vao mot dém
gitta thang Nam. Eddie Staines, ké nac danh, da cung cap thong tin vao
phut chot.

‘Anh da héi vé thoi gian to6i nghe thay tiéng khoc cua phu nit, hay kiéu
kiéu thé. La Chu nhat. Biét duwgc vi ban géi t6i mo dao va thuyét phuc t6i
vai lan vi c6 dy & trong dao doan. Han la 14 thang Nam vi 12 la xinh nhat
toi va né kiéu nhw qua mudn dy. Chung to6i lam chuyén ay trong khu ding &
dién chang nhu lic thwong. Ching t6i bé di xau nita dém va men theo bitc
twong canh khu chang chai. T6i nghe thay tiéng dén di va khoc 16c¢ & phia
bén kia. Ban gai t6i muon chay nhung t6i da nhdy 1én dé nhin. Va khéng
phdi nhut anh nghi dau. La dan 6ng chi khong phai phu nit, va nguoi ay
dang co dat va dap dau minh. Phat d6 phat dai. T6i xoi dén pin vé phia 6ng
ta va hoi xem 6ng ta 6n khong. Ong ta bao toi cit nén toi cit thdi. Toi da
doc mo ta vé cai tén bi chét. C6 vé dung la ong ta. Du sao 6ng ta cling c6
toc mau xam. T6i quén mat, gan day méi nhé ra. Co diéu t6i biét ong ta.
Khong biét tén nhung da tirng nhin thdy ¢ dau d6. Nhung khong phai mot
nguoi binh thwong. Gio doan la Mayberry. C6 thé thoi.’

Anh mét ngap tran vién canh thing chitc, Robinson goi dién cho Walsh.
Anh nhat thoi cam thdy khé x vé 10i hita ciia minh. Gi¢ anh sé chang thé
gitt bi mat vé danh tinh cta Eddie dugc nita. Nhung du gi, cam giac do
cling chi la nhat thoi thoi. Du gi, Eddie cling khong phéi nguwdi de doa sé
treo dai anh lén.
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22

McLoughlin ddy m& canh ctra kinh cia sé canh sat, dé hoi nong bén ngoai
cudn lén nhw mot canh buém cang. Chai Pac biét ctia Paddy, tir ton, yéu
thuwong va véi long ton kinh v6 han, dang xoay vong day dé chiu trong dau
anh.

“Ngay d6é dén roi, gio dé6 dén r6i,” anh ho 1én. “Nhin xem tién tuyén
bung birng quyét tam*. Monty dau r6i? Toi can chi vién.”

Trung si trec ban lau bau thich tha. Walsh va Montgomery* chang c6
mdy su twong dong. “Di lam nhiém vu r6i.”

“Chet tiet!”

“Ai do da nhan dang dugc cai xac.”

“Va?”

“David Maybury. Thanh tra dang ty an mirng day.”

Nhitng con séng choang vang cu6n phang tac dung ctia con ra khoi nao
McLoughlin. Me kiép, khong thé thé duwgc. Anh da bat dau yéu mén nhitng
nguwoi phu nit d6. Con dau vi tinh yéu v6i ho dang gam nham tam hén anh
nhw mot con chudt sdp chét d6i. “Ong ay di dau roi?”

Nguoi kia 1ic dau. “Khong rd. C6 18 dang héi nhan chitng. Ong ta va
Nick voi va lao di hai gio trudc roi.”

“Hirm, ong ay sai r6i.” Giong anh trd nén dit ton. “D6 khong phai
Maybury. Nhan lai véi Walsh nhw thé néu 6ng ay vé day truwdc toi, dugc
chu?”

Lam sao c6 thé, trung si tric ban tham nghi, khi nhin McLoughlin gian
di* dung vai hic mé& canh ctra va lao ra duwdng. Néu tén nay dinh huy hoai
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ban than, thi anh ciing khong dinh chét chung véi cau ta dau. Anh liéc nhin
dong ho va nhe ca ngudi khi thay ca tree ctia minh da gan két thuc.

McLoughlin 16i cd nguwdi Anne ra khéi ghé ma lac cho dén khi rang c6 va
1ap cap vao nhau. “D¢ c6 phai David Maybury khong?” Anh hét vao mat
6. “Phai khong?”

Co khong noi gi cd, va anh rén 1én r6i day co ra khéi ngudi minh. Chiéc
ao khoac trugt khéi bo vai, trén ngudi co chi con b d6 nam réng thung
thinh. Trong c6 dang thuvong dén la lung, nhv mdt diva tré dang choi tro
dong gia nguoi 16n.

“T6i khong biét,” c6 dong dac noi. “Cai xac khong thé nhan dang noi,
nhung t6i khong nghi dé6 la David. Ci¢ cho rang han van con séng di, rat it
kha nang han quay tré lai day sau nhitng muwoi nam.”

“Pirng c6 dua vai toi, Anne,” anh gian dit néi. “Em da nhin thay cai xac
tredc khi né thoi riva. Ké do la ai?”

Co lac dau.

“Ai do da nhan dang dugc no. Ho bao la David Maybury.”

Co liém moi nhung khong tré 10i.

“Hay giup t6i.”

“T6i khong thé.”

“Khong thé hay khong mudn?”

“Cé quan trong khong?”

“C0,” anh cay dang néi. “Cé quan trong vdi toi. Toi da tin em. T6i da tin
tat ca cac em.”

Guong mat c6 cau c6 kho sé. “T6i xin 16i.”

Anh bat cuoi titc gian. “Em xin 16i w? Lay Chda!” Anh lai siét 1y canh
tay cO, nhitng ngén tay dai cia anh bam chat vao da thit. “Em khéng hiéu
sao, ha do khon nha em? T6i da tin em. T6i da mao hiém vi em. Chét tiét,
em ng toi.”
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Mot quang dai im lang. Khi cat tiéng trd lai, giong co6 cau kinh. “Nay
nay, McLoughlin, dirng bao gid bado Cattrell ng nan ai dé nhé.” Co thao sgi
day rit trén chi€c quan nga va dé mdc né trugt xuong san. “Tién dén di.
Lam tinh véi t6i day nay. Do la tat ca nhitng gi anh quan tam, khong phai
sao? Lam cho ra tro vao. Giong nhw 6ng sép quy bau ctia anh mwdi nam
tredc ay.”

Moi tht dwong nhw sup do6 duwéi chan anh. Anh gio tay vé phia c6 co va
vuot ve phan da thit mém mai trang tréo & do.

“Anh khong biét sao?” D6i mat co long lén khi git hai c6 tay anh va c6
16i chiing ra dé pha v& gong kim anh dang siét lai. “Thang khon cuéng dam
dé da dé nghi Phoebe trao doi. Vach mot huwéng diéu tra nhanh gon dé doi
lai mot tudn chung cha. O, l4o ciing khong tho bi dén mic dy. Lo c6 nodi
van hoa mét chiat.” Co nhai lai giopng Walsh. “C6 ay chi c6 mot minh va dé
bi ton thwong. Sac dep cta co khién lao rung dong, mudn bao vé. Co ay
xitng dang nhan duwgc diéu gi doé tot dep hon sau khi bi ngwdi chong cuc stc
hanh ha nhu thé.” Mo6i c6 cong 1én nhao bang. “Phoebe cu tuyét va chi cho
l3o cai ché ma ldo nén bao vé.” Am diéu the thé khién giong Anne trd nén
hét hap dan. “Lay Chuda, nhung Phoebe qua ngay tho. Co dy khong bao gio
nging lai dé suy xét du chi mot gidy théi, rang tén dan 6ng do6 dang nam
twong lai cua c6 ay trong tay.”

“T6i khong tin.”

Anne tién vé phia ghé banh va rut mot diéu thudc tir cai bao dat trén tay
ghé. “Sao lai khong?” Co lanh lung hoi, va bat Itra. “Diéu gi khién anh nghi
minh anh m&i c6 quyén doi hoi duge an nam véi nghi pham giét nguoi?”
Po6i mat cd nhin anh vé mia mai. “Chta mdi biét 1a gi, nhung & chiing toi
qua that c6 s 16i cudn, tai bi an chang?”

McLoughlin 14c dau. “Y em 1a sao khi bdo 6ng ta nim twong lai cta co
Maybury trong tay? Em ciling bao ¢6 ay ngay tho.”

“Oi, vi Chtia,” ¢6 khinh bi phan bac. “Ai 1a ké da réu rao véi ca thé gi6i
lan vo minh rang Phoebe da giét chong c6 ay nao? Ai dd mém tin cho canh
nha bao, ha McLoughlin?”

https://thuviensach.vn



Trong anh c6 vé tram tw. “Co dy c6 thé kién.”

“Ai?”

“Pam nha bao.”

“Co ay khong hé bi bao chi phi bang. Ho khong doc ac dén mirc goi co
ay la ké giét nguwoi. Ho chi nhac dén c6 ay nhur ‘mdt ngudi mé lam vuon’,
r6i cdu tiép theo tiét 16 thong tin rdng canh sat dang dao xd&i nhitng khom
hoa. Va tat ca déu do sép anh mém tin cho ho.”

“Vi sao co ay khong khiéu kién?” Anh nhin thay biéu cdm ctia c6 va gio
tay minh 1én. “Thoi khoi can no6i. Co ay dau véi ong ta trong khi ong ta
dwong dwong la thanh tra canh sat.” Anh tw ly. “Thé roi chuyén gi da xay
ra?”

CO pha mot hoi thudc 14 va nhin anh bang anh mat gian dit. “Walsh
khong thé tim ra diéu gi bdi dwong nhién David chwa bao gio bi giét c3,
nén cudc diéu tra cudi cung ciing phai dirng lai. D6 1a Iic tro hé bat dau.
Phoebe thdy danh dy ban than bi dem ra béu giéu va bdi nho, khong mot ai
& cai noi chét tiét nay chiu néi chuyén véi co ay. Khi téi chuyén tdi, c6 ay
da gan nhu suy sup. O tudi 11, Jonny da bit dau mong tinh, va Jane...” Co
lan tim gwong mat anh. “Chuyén dé sé lai xay ra. Thang khon do sé lai ném
Phoebe vao bay séi.” Trong c6 that xanh xao dwdi chiéc khan mau do6 mau.

“V1i sao ngay tir ban dau em khong néi tat ca véi t6i?”

“Anh sé€ tin t0i sao?”

“Khong.”

“Va bay gio?”

“Co6 18.” Anh nhin c¢6 mot Iic 1au, tay bép cam suy nghi. “Em la mét nha
bao gioi. Em khong thé viét gi d6 bénh virc cho Phoebe va 16i ¢o dy ra khoi
cam bay kia sa0?”

“Anh néi xem bang cach nao t6i c6 thé lam thé ma khong can dwa Jane
ra lam bang chitng ngoai pham cho c6 ay day. Phoebe tha bi thiéu song con
hon dé con gai minh tré thanh méi ngon cho dam lang s6i d6. Néu la t6i,
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toi cling sé hanh dong tuwong tw.” Co hit mot hoi that sau. “Du gi, day cling
chang phai bang chithg ngoai pham nita co.”

Anh gat dau. “Néu thé, vi sao em lai chac chan rang han van con séng
khi r&i khoi ng6i nha?”

Co0 quay di dé dui tat diéu thudc.

“Thé tai sao anh lai chac chan la vay?” C6 quay lai nhin anh. “Anh chac
chan, ding khong?”

“Phai.”

“Vi bay gi0 c6 ai do tuyén bé David chinh la céi xac trong ham trit dong
a?”

“Khong.”

“Thé thi vi sao?”

Anh nhin c6 m6t lic lau. “Vi em da chon cach chon vui ban than & dién
trang Streech. D6 cling chinh la 1y do t6i biét han van con song khi di khoi
day.”

“T6i khong biét anh dang néi chuyén gi.”

“Em la mot ké doi tra khon kiép, Cattrell a.”

“T6i mong anh dirng noéi nhw thé nita,” cé cau kinh gidam chan. “Va gio
toi dang chét céng day nay.”

“Thé thi dirng vung vay cadi mong triedc mat t6i nita va mdc quan ao vao
di,” anh tho tay xuéng, cam chiéc quan ngu 1én va ném vé phia c6. Anh
quan sat trong lic c6 mac né 1én ngwoi. “Mong dep ddy, Cattrell a,” anh
lam bam. “Nhwng t6i chi dén day dé tim ra sy that ma thoi. T6i da thu dugc
nhiéu hon mong doi r6i.”

McLoughlin 1ai xe dén phong kham nghiém-va tim thay bac si Webster
trong van phong cua ong. “Toi di ngang qua va ty hoi anh c6 phat hién nao
mdi vé cai xac trong ham trit dong khong.”
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Du thay rang lan hoi han nay cé chit khong chinh théng, nhung bac si
Webster cting khong thac mac gi. “T6i c6 bdo cdo day da & day roi,” 6ng
vira noi vira go 1én tdp ho so trén ban. “Ngudi danh may da hoan thanh
sang nay. Cau c6 thé 1dy mot ban photo néu mudn.” Ong cudi khiing khuc.
“Nén nhd, toi khong nghi ban bao cdo sé khién George hai long dau, nhung
xong xudi roi ddy. Ong dy yéu cau t6i phai dwa ra y kién ngay lap titc,
nhung c6 phai ltc nao ciing ding dau. C6 tién trién gi khong?”

McLoughlin dung tay mo ta c* dong bap bénh. “Khdéng nhiéu lam. Cai
tén hita hen nhat cta ching t6i dot nhién song day. Gio chung t6i phai lan
lai tir dau.”

“Thé thi t6i ngd rang nhitng manh ghép t6i da c6 tim ra sé chang gitp ich
nhiéu cho cau dau: M6 ta chi tiét van t6t hon mot birc hinh, va to6i sé phan
dinh dwgc d6 cé phai la ké dang nam trén ban mé kia khong. Nhung to6i
khong thé néi cho ciu biét 6ng ta la ai dugc. George goi dién sudt ngay,
gao ra doi két qua ma ki tich c6 phdi phay tay mot cai la ra dwgc dau. Phan
da thit chwra phan huy la mo6t chuyén, nhing viéc phan loai midy mau da
giay cii cling can thoi gian nita.”

“Maybury thi sao?”

Bac si phap y sot rudt lau bau mat kién nhan. “Tat ca cac cau déu bi
thang cha khon kho d6 am anh roi. Puong nhién, day khong phai la
Maybury. Cau c6 thé nhan lai vGi George rang t6i da di xin 10i khuyén va
nguoi kia cling dong tinh vai toi. Sy that mai l1a sw that.”

McLoughlin hit mét hoi that sdu. “Lam sao anh biét?”

“Nguoi nay qua gia. Toi da ton rat nhiéu cong sitc véi may ban chup X-
quang va mat do lodng xwong cao hon t6i twong. Gio toi c6 thé dam bao
rang, chung ta dang tim mot nguwdi khoang 65 dén 70 tudi. Toi thiéu cling
phai 60. Maybury thi bao nhiéu nao? 54, hay 55?”

Webster véi tay lay cap tap va 16i ra vai tdim anh. “Trong bao céo, toi
khong dong tinh vGi gia thuyét ngon tay bi cat cho lam, nhung d6 don
thuan chi la y kién chd quan, va t6i san sang chap nhan 16i phan bac. Cac
ranh trén xwong c6 thé do vét cat ti*t mot con dao sac, nhung theo quan
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diém cua toi thi khong phai thé.” Ong chi vao mdt trong cac tdim anh. “Day
ro rang la phan chudt.”

McLoughlin gat dau. “Con gi khac khong?”

“T6i phan van vé nguyén nhan gy ra cai chét. N6 con tuy thudc vao viéc
lic chét 6ng ta c6 mac quan do khong. Cac cau tim ra dugc diéu dé chwa?”

“Chwa.”

“T6i da cao kha nhiéu dat tir phan nén xung quanh cai xac. Chung toi
phan tich ki cang, nhwng thanh that ma néi, lwong mau & ddy khong dang
ke.”

McLoughlin chau may. “Tiép di.”

“Hirm, thanh th t6i gap nhiéu kho6 khan dé xac dinh dwgc nguyén nhan
cai chét. Néu nan nhan tran truoéng trong ldc bi dam, han mat dat sé lénh
lang mau. Nhung néu mac quan do day da va bi dam, mau sé ngam hét vao
quan 4o. Cau phdi tim cho ra quan 4o cia ong ta.”

“Khoan d3, bac si. Y anh 1a néu ong ta tran truong thi khé c6 kha ning
ong ta bi dam, con néu ong ta mdc quan ao thi cé thé da bi dam, ding
khong?”

“Veé ban chat, thi ding nhu vay. Ngoai ra, con c6 kha nang dam thu vat
da liém sach nén ham nhung ciling chang biét chac dwgc.”

“Walsh c6 biét chuyén nay khéng?”

Webster liéc anh qua gong kinh. “Sao cau lai héi thé?”

McLoughlin vo dau. “Ong ay khong hé dé cap dén chuyén dé.” Hay la
c6 nhi? McLoughlin hau nhw chang nhé Walsh da néi gi trong dém dau
tién. “Thoi dugc. Ci cho la 6ng ta tran truong di. Vay 6ng ta chét thé nao?”

Webster can moi. “Tudi gia. Lanh 1€o. Thi thé chi con ting ay, nén kho
ma chinh x4ac dwgc. Toi khéng tim thdy bat ¢t ddu hiéu nao cia thuéc an
than hodc trang thai ngat, nhung...” Ong nhiin vai, g6 vao may tdm anh.
“Da giay. Tim quan 4o. Chung sé cho cau biét nhiéu thong tin hon toi day.”

McLoughlin chéng tay 1én ban. “Chting t6i dang tién hanh cudc diéu tra
Vvé vu giét nguwdi dua trén gia thuyét nan nhan bi dam vao bung. Lic nay,
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anh lai bdo c6 thé 6ng gia do chét vi cac nguyén nhan ty nhién. Anh biét t6i
da phai lam viéc bao nhiéu gio trong tuan vira roi khong?”

Ong béc si cui khiing khuc. “Theo t6i doén thi ciing chi bing ntta s6 gio
lam viéc cua t6i thoi. Toi da dung dt moi cach roi. Ngac nhién nhi, vu nay
khong phai kiéu tam thuwong ngay nao cling gap dau. Phan 16n cac xac chét
phai con nguyén ven khoang 90%. Du gi, cho dén khi cau tim ra dugc m@
quan &o nguyén dang va khong dinh ban dé chitng té téi da sai thi bi dam
van c6 vé la kha nang dé xdy ra nhat. Gia ca, lang thang, tran truéng, di tim
ham trit dong dé roi chét cong trong do, thi cé hoi qua bat thuwong.”

McLoughlin ditng thang day. “Chinh xac. Con bat ngo nao nita khong?”

“Vai y twdng thu vi to6i da thém vao cudi ban bao cdo. T6i khong mudn
cau trd lai day va budc t0i toi da gieo nhitng tu twdng ay vao dau cau dau.”
Ong cuwoi khiing khuc. “Hém qua tdi da t6i ham trit dong dé xem xét thém
lan ntta. Tinh dén thoi diém nay, n6 da bi niém phong hon mot tuan va
nhiét do da giam xudng dang ké. Canh ctra du cii ki 1am r6i nhung van
khép véi ban 1. That sy an twgng day. RO rang dé la mot phwong thic vo
cung hiéu qua dé trit bang. Rat lanh va cuc ky kho rdo. Han phai gitt dugc
hang thang troi.”

‘Va?”

Ong bac si hwéng sy chi y dén vai 1a thu trudc mit. “T6i da suy nghi vé
diéu kién nhiét do va d6 am bén trong ham trit dong ma nan nhan phai trai
qua néu canh ctra van duge dong chat cho téi khi nguwoi lam viedn phat hién
ra.” Ong nguéch ngoac viét tén minh 1én 14 thu trén cling. “Hay ho dén bat
ngo, toi nghi thé. Toi sé suy nghi thém. Thuan tdy la vi hitng thi véi khoa
hoc théi, dwong nhién r6i.”

Ong ngang dau 1én. McLoughlin cling ban bao cdo d bién mat.

Sau hai ngay nghi, trung si Bob Rogers doi ca trirc sang chiéu nay. Dang
ngo6i ¢ ban, anh nguwdc 1én nhin khi McLoughlin buéc vao ctra. “A, Andy.
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Cau day ro6i.” Anh gio ban mo ta vé Wally Ferris hién dugc dan khap noi.
“Pay la lao gia lang thang cau dang tim nay.”

“Tim thay lao r6i. Thuc ra, ngay sau khi gap duwgc thanh tra, toi sé lai di
kiém lao ta.”

“T6t, thé thi cau cé thé dwa lao vé day. Lao nam trong danh sach mat tich
day.”

McLoughlin chadm rai bang qua sanh. “Wally Ferris bi bdo cdo mat tich
ha? Nhung lao lang thang trén duwong bao nhiéu nam réi ma.”

Rogers chau may va dwa ban danh sach cho McLoughlin nhin qua. “Cau
tw xem di. M6 ta trong day khép vdéi mo ta cau ldy dugce tir cho nha
Thompson.”

McLoughlin doc nhitng dong viét trén do. “Walsh thdy céi nay chwa?”

“Pua cho 6ng ay ngay dém dau tién ma.”

McLoughlin v& 1ay dién thoai. “Gidp t6i diéu nay, Bob a. Lan ké cau
nhin thdy t6i phat 6m vi phai kiém tra lai tt ca nhitng gi 1do gia chét tiét ay
da lam,” anh chi vao cam minh, “thi danh t6i that dau vao.”

Anh ng6i xuéng mot chiéc ghé trong van phong chanh thanh tra va nhin doi
moi mong, nhot nhat dang rit thudc. That khé dé nhan ra, nhung gwong mat
ong ta da thay doi. Truwdc day, khi nhin v6i niém kinh trong, gwong mat ay
toat 1én vé thong tué, nhung gio, sw khinh thwong da cho anh thdy nhitng
nét doc ac trén d6. Vai cum tir van nhw vang vang dau day. “Chac chan la
Maybury...”, “Ga trai tré da nhan ra han ta...”, “Trong ham trit dong hai
tuan...”, “Lao gia lang thang han da nhin thdy ong ta & dé...”, “Cau da bo
16 viéc do...”, “Viét bao cdo...”, “Cac van dé ca nhan cia cau khoéng thé
dem ra bao chita cho tinh cau tha.” Nhwng tam tri McLoughlin lai chang
ghi nhé duwgc nhitng diéu con lai. Anh nhin khong chdp mat vao gwong mat
Walsh va nghi dén ban chat thwe sy an giau bén dudi nu cwoi kia.

Walsh gian dit chia 6ng tau vé phia anh. “Robinson dang ra ngoai tim
Wally Ferris roi. Vi Chua, lan nay sé chang pham phai sai 1am nao hét.”
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Anh hoi cira minh. “Anh dinh lam gi? Pwa ldo ta xem mot birc anh cua
Maybury va ggi y d6 chinh la tén dan 6ng bi chét a? Wally sé dong y véi
anh chi dé ra khéi day.”

“Staines da nhan dang san roi. Néu Wally xac nhéan, chiing ta c6 thé di
dén két luan.”

“Staines bao nhiéu tu6i?”

“25.”7

“Vay la cau ta 15 vao lan cudi trong thady Maybury? Va cau ta xac nhan
da phat hién ra han trong béng t6i? Anh sé chang bao gi¢ 1ay noi trat & toa
dau.”

“Pugc chit,” Walsh diém tinh n6i. “Ching ta c6 dong co, cach thitc va
kha nang gay an, cong thém nhitng bang chitng v6 cung phong phud. Pha
hoai thi thé nham kh6 nhan dang nan nhéan, dung xwong ctru dé du dam
dong vat dén ham trit dong, 10t bé quan 4o dé can tré cudc diéu tra, va ca
viéc Fred da co tinh xo4 sach dau vét bang cach pha hoai 16i vao ham trit
dong nita. V&i ngan nay ching cit cung viéc da xac dinh dwgc danh tinh
nan nhan, toi nghi co ta sé phai thu t0i.”

McLoughlin xoa xoa cai cam khong cao rau ctia minh va ngap dai. “Anh
quén mat bang ching phap y ro6i. Thit d6 khong dé gi lam gia duoc.
Webster sé khong noi doi giup anh dau.”

Cdp 1ong may dit tgn ctia Walsh nhiu chat lai. “Y cau la gi?”

“Anh thira biét ma. Nguwoi dan 6ng d6 qua gia dé cé thé la Maybury. Va
néu thue si 6ng ta bi dam thi ché mau di dau r6i?”

Walsh nhin anh véi vé cam thu. “Ciit ra khoi day!” Ong gam gir.

Anh bong thdy titc cuwdi. “Anh sé bao luat sw bién ho cta c6 ta cit di moi
lan anh ta hoi cau nao doé cé ly a?”

“Mau dinh trén quan 4o, doan chirng da bi thiéu hay ca r6i,” Walsh
nghién rang. “Theo ly gidi cia Webster vé phim chup X-quang vung xuwong
so cua han ta, va xét dén cung, dé cling chi la mot cach ly giai, thi quan
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diém cna 6ng ta va t6i vé tudi tac cia nan nhan chénh léch sau nam. Toi no6i
54. Ong ta n6i 60. Ong ta sai roi. Gio thi cit ra."

McLoughlin nhin vai va ding day, tho tay vao tdi ao va rut ra mot to
gidy gap gon. “Danh sach ngwdi mat tich,” anh néi r6i tha 1én ban. “T6i da
sao lai mot ban. N6 la cta anh ddy. Gitr 1ay ma lam ki niém.”

“T6i xem roi.”

McLoughlin nhin cham cham vao mang da dau mau héng qua md& téc
thva. Anh nhé rdng minh da ting rdt quy ngudi nay, cho dén khi nghe
nhitng diéu Anne tiét 15. “Thé t6i 1dy lai vay. Bob Rogers da dwa né cho
anh ngay vao dém phat hién ra cai xac. Vu an dd, néu chinh xac 1la mot vu
an, thi 18 ra dén sang hom sau da cé6 thé két thiic dugc r6i.”

Walsh cham cham nhin anh mot thoang, r6i 14y to gidy va ma@ n6 ra. Trén
d6 van la nam cai tén kem theo md td, nhung thém cum “Pa tim thay”
nguéch ngoac chéo qua 6 viét tén Daniel Thompson. Hai ngwdi phu nit tré
bi loai bo vi giGi tinh, nghia la chi con lai anh chang nguwoi chau A,
Mohammed Mirahmadi, ngwoi nay con qua tré, va ong lao gia ca Keith
Chapel, 68 tubi, nguoi da di khoi vién dudng lao tr nam thang trudc, mac
ao khoac xanh 14, 40 phong mau xanh dwong va chiéc quan hong sang.
Walsh cdm thdy nhv thé c6 mot ban tay lanh 1€o siét chat 1dy nguwdi minh.
Ong dit to gidy 1én ban. “Mai t6i ngdy hom sau méi phét hién 13o gia lang
thang dé co lién quan dén vu nay,” 6ng lam bam. “Va lam sao lao ay lai
biét vé dién trang Streech hay ham trit dong chit?”

McLoughlin chi ngén tay vao dong chir. “Nhin chit cai viét tat tén 6ng ta
xem. K.C. - Keith Chapel. Toi da goi dién cho nguoi quan ly cta vién
dudng ldo. Ong gid thuong huyén thuyén khong ngét vé cai ga ra minh
tirng s@ hitu va sy phat dat cia no, cho dén khi mot nguwdi phu nit gieo rac
nhitng 10i doi trd budc 6ng ta phdi ban né di. Anh thtra biét tat cad cau
chuyén. Chét tiét, chinh anh la ngwdi da xui giuc c6 Goode ké cau chuyén
deé.”

“Chi 1a 10i don thoi,” Walsh 1am bam. “T6i chwa bao gio gap lao. Lao da
bé di vao khodng thdi gian Maybury mat tich. T6i twong Casey* la tén. Tat
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cd moi nguwdi déu goi 6ng ta la Casey. Tén trong ho so ciing la Casey.”

“Pung la trong ho so da viét nhw vay. Chi dwa vao vai 16i don nhung anh
lai di c6ng bo ra bén ngoai. Cau chuyén rat hay, nhung sy that thi rat dang
that vong. Co phai vay khong?”

“Du thién ha c6 nghi c6 ta giét cha me minh thi d6 ciing khong phai 16i
cua toi. Chung t6i chi ghi lai nhitng gi ho noi thoi.”

“Khon kiép! Chinh anh da nhéi nhét tw twéng ay vao dau ho. Lay Chda,
anh tham chi con khoi 1én chuyén do, ra chiéu muon tét cho tdi. Va toi da
tin twéng anh.” Anh lac dau. “C6 ta da lam gi chi, lay Chaa? Cuoi v? Hay
goi anh 1a lao gia ban thiu? Hay de doa sé noi v6i vg anh?” Anh cho trong
gidy lat. “Hay la vi c6 ay khong thé gidu noi vé kinh tdm ctia minh?”

“Cau bi dinh chi,” Walsh théu thao, hai tay run ray.

“Vi cai gi? Vi phat hién ra sy that a?” McLoughlin dap tay danh ram
xuong danh sach nhitng nguwdi mat tich. “D6 khon nan! Anh con c6 gan
budc tdi t6i tac trach co ma. Pang 1€ anh phdi chi y dén chiéc quan d6 méi
phai. Anh da nghe mo td vé né tGi hai lan trong vong mudi hai tiéng. Co
bao nhiéu tén dan ong lai di mac quan hong chit, lay Chuia? Anh da biét co
mot ngwoi dan 6ng dwgc thong bao mat tich khi dang mdc quan hong. Va
chang khoé khan gi dé tim ra Wally. Néu t6i biét dugc thong tin dy khi noi
chuyén véi ldo...” Anh lac dau gian di¥ va véi tay tim chiéc cap tap. “Béan
bao cdo cubi cung cta bac si Webster & day.” Anh quang né 1én ban. “Xét
dén sy that Wally cam thay quan 4o ctia K.C. con mac dugc, t6i nghi ching
ta c6 thé loai bo gia thuyét vé dao dam va quan do dam mau. 6ng gia toi
nghiép do ro rang da chét vi lanh.”

“Ong ta mat tich ti* ndm thang tru6c”. Walsh 1dm bam. “Vay hai thang
dau tién 6ng ta & dau?”

“Trong mot cai thung cac tong & ga tau, toi nghi vay, gidng nhw nhitng
ké lang thang nghéo kho khac bi cai xd hoi xau xa chét tiét nay ruéng ray.”

Walsh ngo ngudy khong yén. “Maybury thi sao? Cau biét tat cd nhitng
cau tra 16i ding khong. Thé han & dau?”
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“T6i khong biét. Song ¢ Phap chang, t6i doan thé. Han c6 vé sé hitu dua
cac moi quan hé twr viéc kinh doanh rwgu ctia minh.”

“Co ta da giét chong.”

Mat McLoughlin nhiu lai. “Tén khon ay da bo chay khi bon rit hét tién
va bo mdc vg cung hai dia nho chiu trach nhiém thay. Viéc do da dugc 1én
ké hoach ca r6i, lay Chtia.” Anh im lang mot lac. “To6i khong thé nghi ra
no6i ly do vi sao han lai muén tritng phat ho, nhung néu han lam thé, chac
han han da cau nguyén dé thit rdc rudi nhw anh xuat hién.” Anh budc vé
phia ctra.

“Cau dinh lam gi?” Loi néi phat ra chi 16n hon tiéng thi tham mot chuit.

McLoughlin khong tra 10i.

Trén duong xudi xuéng hanh lang, anh va phai Nick Robinson va Wally
Ferris. Anh khé& ddm vao vai 10 gia vé6i vé than thiét. “Ong nén bé lai quan
dui cho 6ng ta chi?, 1do gia déu cang nay.”

Wally 1é chan va liéc nhin hai nguwdi canh sat. “Thé may ngudi sé bat toi
a?”

“Vi cai gi?”

“T6i cha nom gi, that ddy. T6i wét nhw chudt nét vi chay dwéi mua, roi
ngoi nang nang & dé. Noi that, toi khong hé biét na ndo da chét. Khong heé.
T6i d& ndo ngo6i xudng nhw mot ké say xin giong minh vay. Nhung nao c6
vé ki na hon. Giong kiéu ngwoi soc thudc chit khong phai say. Cé néi
chuyén vGi ndo mot nic.” Wally treng ra bo mat sau tham. “Nao c6 cai
quan dui nao dau, con trai, chang c6 gi trén nguwdi, ngoai trir nhitng thit da
duwgec gap gon gang va dat sang mot bén.” Lao li€c trdm McLoughlin.
“Chang thay hai gi néu ndy ching ca, nhat na khi ndo chang can. Con tbi ay
a, nanh chét mat, that do6. Nén t6i mac bén ngoai do cua toi.”

Von khong may thanh cong trong viéc bat Wally mé& miéng, Nick
Robinson khit miii. “Y 6ng 1a 130 gia da ngdi citng d& & d, tran trudng, va
chét ngac tir lau roi, vdy ma ong no6i chuyén véi ong ta sao?”
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“Cho c6 bau c6 ban ay ma,” Wally lau bau vé phong tha. “Chi mot nic
thoi, dé toi quen vdi khong gian u &m trong hang. Cau sé thdy nhitng viéc
toi nam cling kha vui day.”

“Thay gi, thdy toan do giac thi c6.” Robinson nhin McLoughlin do hoi.
“Thé hoa ra, tat cad chuyén nay chi vi mé& quan o a?”

“Roi cdu sé biét thoi. Ong nghi vi sao 130 gia do lai chét, ha Wally?”

“Gioi biét. Nanh, t6i nghi thé. Khi dong ctra, cho ay nhw dong bang vay.
Co6 mot chong gach chan & civa. T6i phdi ddy manh ndm mdi mé dugc day.
Khong c6 gi kho chiu dau. Gwong mat ndo van con twdi cwdi co ma.”

Robinson thd déc. “Nhung cé mau, ding chi?”

Do6i mat gia nua cia Wally cé vé choang vang. “Puong nhién khong c6
mau r6i. T6i sé khong & nai néu c6 mau dau. C6 né trong hoi trang qua,
nhung bo dang ndo van binh thwong ma. Troi thi t6i, bén ngoai nai mwa
nita chiz.” Lao chun miii. “Hoi boc mui, nhung ndm sao trach ndo dwogc. Ca
rang chinh t6i cling cha thom tho gi hon.”

Ct nhu mot hoat canh xuat hién trong v& kich cia Samuel Beckett* vay,
McLoughlin nghi tham. Hai ngudi dan 6ng ngéi trong béng tdi nhap
nhoang va chuyén tro - mét nguwoi thi tran truéng va da chét ngac ti 1au,
nguoi kia thi wét nhep va say khwét. Chang con nghi ngd gi nita, anh chac
chan rang Wally da ¢ cd dém vdi K.C. va say swa néi hét chuyén nay dén
chuyén khac. Wally thich ndi chuyén. Anh ty hoi cé phai lao da vo cung
chodng vang khi s6m mai tinh gidc va phat hién ra rang minh vitra noi
chuyén ca dém véi mot xac chét hay khong? R6 1a khong réi. Anh dam béo
Wally da tirng thay nhiéu th téi té hon thé. “Vay la ong da déng ctra lai
sau khi bo di?”

Wally mim moi vé suy tu.

“Kiéu thé.” Lao c6 vé dam chiéu. “Phdi néi na nan dau t6i nam thé. Nan
dau to6i dong chat ctra nai. C6 vé ndo mudn duwgce yén than & dé nén mdi
chan dong gach vao ctra. Nhuwng roi cai tén tron trong nha kho nai cho t6i
chai whisky, r6i t6i xin dwgc vai tht béd bung. Thé na t6i nghi dén chuyén
mai tang tr té€ cho ndo. Khong hiéu sao, bé nai ndao & dé6 ma khong kip néi

https://thuviensach.vn



vai noi tot dep, toi thy cit sai sai sao d6. Toi khdng mudn thé, nén t6i nén
quay nai va md ctra ra. Vi toi nghi nam thé sé khién ngwoi ta dé phat hién
ra nao hon.”

McLoughlin nghi tham, sé that doc 4c, néu néi vé6i lao gia rang chinh vi
ctta m& ma nhiét do, 14 cho, 1t chudt va qua trinh thoi rita theo nhau mo
vao trong. Anh hi vong Walsh ciing sé khong tiét 1.

“Va do6 na tat ca nhitng gi toi biét. Gio toi di dugc chwa?” Wally qua
quyeét.

“Chwa dugc,” Nick Robinson 1én tiéng. “Chéanh thanh tra c6 161 muodn
néi vGi 6ng.” Anh tom 1ay canh tay Wally va nhin McLoughlin do héi.
“Hay la ké lai hét cho t6i nghe di?”

McLoughlin nhe rang cwoi ac y. “N6i gon la thé nay, cau da hiéu sai mot
so chuyén roi, anh ban a.”
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McLoughlin mét moéi chui vao xe va ng6i thitt nguwdi nhin qua kinh chan gio6
mot lic. Vai cau noéi cuaa Francis Bacon ctt tua di tua lai trong tam tri anh.
“Tra thu la loai phan quyét tan bao, la thit ban nang ma con ngwoi cang
hwéng dén, thi cang rat can 1é cong bang.” Anh cha manh guwong mat hoc
hac. Anh da noéi v6i Anne rang anh c6 thé thong cdm vai viéc trd thu vi tw
tht cd nhan, nhwng gio anh biét diéu doé la sai trai. Két qua cudi cung cda
“ng mau tra bang mau” la mot thé gidi chi con lai chét chéc. Anh thé dai,
va lai xe di.

Anh song trong mot can ho hién dai thuéc khu chung cw 16n & phia Tay
Bac Silverborne, noi tat ca cac can ho déu giong nhau dén dang budén, va
cling la noi ca tinh riéng chi dugc thé hién & mau son ctra tredc ma thoi. N6
tirng khién anh thod man. Cho dén khi anh t6i dién trang Streech.

“Chao, Andy,” Kelly néi. C6 ngai ngung ding canh bon bép, dang rtra
nhitng cai dia ban anh bé do6 trong sud6t mwoi ngay. Anh da quén mat cé hap
dan ra sao va co thé tuyét my do ting khién anh rao ryc thé nao.

“Chao em.”

“Co6 murng khi nhin thdy em khong?”

Anh nhtn vai. “Chac r6i. Coi nao, em khong can lam vay dau. Anh dang
dinh x ly chiing vao cudi tuan. Tuan nay anh khong ¢ nha nhiéu lam.”

“Em biét. Em da c0 goi dién cho anh.”

Anh dén cho td lanh va ldy mot miéng pho mat nam lan gitta nhitng hop
ca chua dn d& da m6c meo va nhitng miéng dao bam dinh 1dy nhau. Anh
dwa né cho ¢6. “Em mudn an mot chat khong?” C6 lac dau, nén anh an ca
miéng 16n r6i nhin déng ho. “Anh phai goi dién thoai, réi di tam qua loa dé
ra ngoai.” Anh phay tay. “Ci¥ thong tha va lay bat cit thi gi em muodn.” Anh
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mim cuwdi hoa nha. “Ngoai triv dong sach va may bic tranh vé hai con tau
cta anh. Em sé khong phén ddi chit? Em Iic nao ciing bao ching chi gioi
tich bui th6éi ma.” Thé nén, ching da bi tong sang can phong thita khong
dung dén, cung vai anh.

bi dugc nira cau thang, anh bong cam thdy day dit lwong tam nén quay
lai. “Coi nao, that day, em khong can rira ray gi dau. Khong can thiét. Lic
nao roi anh sé ty don.” Anh lai mim cudi. “Sé lam héng 16p son méng tay
ctia em mat thoi.”

Miéng c6 run run. “Jack vGi em, khong 6n.”

C6 lao vao anh va vii méi dau thom ngét vao 16ng nguc anh. “Oi, Andy,
em nh@ anh. Em mu6n vé nha. Em mudn vé nha qué chirng.”

Sy lanh dam khung khiép bat than xam chiém 1ay anh, giong nhu si lanh
dam ma mot ké sap chét dudi nhan thdy vao khoanh khac ngay truée khi
han budng xu6i. B6i mat anh nhin vao khodng khong lwng chirng trén dau
co, tim kiém thi¢ gi d6 dé bau viu. Nhung khong cé gi cd. Anh 6m c6 trong
thoang choc, r6i khé khang g& minh ra. “C vé nha,” anh néi. “Noi nay
cling la nha cua em ma.”

“Anh khong gian sao?”

“Khong hé. Anh mirng lam.”

Do6i mat nhung huyeén ctia c6 sang 1én nhw nhitng anh sao. “Me anh ciling
néi thé.”

Anh tham nghi, nhithg cong rom thi that vo dung véi nguwoi sap chét
dudi. Chi c6 khao khat song méi du dé gitt cai dau vuon 1én khoi mat nudc.
“Anh di tam d3, roi phai ra ngoai,” anh néi. “Anh sé gom dam sach va may
bitc tranh vao ngay mai, c6 1€ ca dia nhac anh mua trwéc khi ching ta két
hon nita.” Anh liéc qua ctta phong khéach, nhin vé phia chiéc ban ca phé
bang crom, tdm thdm mau yén mach, nhitng tdm rém lwgi va bd sofa nhat
mau thanh nha. Anh nghi, chwa cé ai song ¢ day bao gio' ca. Anh lac dau.
“Anh khong can thit gi khac nita.”

Kelly tom lay canh tay anh. “Anh c6 gian.”
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Guong mat tam t6i cda anh bong gidn ra thanh mot nu cuwdi xoa. “Khong
dau. Anh vui ma. Anh can mot cd hich. Anh ghét noi nay. Lic nao cling
ghét. N6 qua...” anh tim ti* ngtt. “... can c6i.” Anh nhin c6 véi vé thuong
hai. “Nhw cugc hon nhan caa chuing ta vay.”

C06 bam méng vao canh tay anh. “T6i biét anh sé n6i thé ma, do khon.
Nhwng d6 khong phai 16i ctia téi. Nao c6 khac gi toi, anh cling chang thiét
tha gi chuyén con cai ca.”

Anh gat tay c6 ra. “D6 khong phai sy can c6i ma anh dang nhac dén.”

Co tr@ nén cay dang. “Anh da tim dugc nguwoi khac.”

Anh dén cho dién thoai, 16i manh giay tir 4o khoéac ra va bam day so trén
do. “McLoughlin day,” anh néi vao 6ng nghe. “Chtng t6i da nhan dang
duwgc cai xac. bung thé, trén khap mat bao sang mai, cho nén, néu han khén
ra thi tot nhat la nén an binh bat dong. Phai, chac la dém nay. Me kiép,
phai, t6i muon han. T6i sé dich than xt 1y nhitng viéc han lam. Nén 6ng thu
xép dugc khong?” Anh lang nghe mot lic. “Chi can nhan manh la ho lai
vira thoat toi giét ngudi. Toi sé c6 mat & chod ong lic 10 gio.” Anh ngudc
1én va bat gap anh mat cta Kelly.

Nhitng giot nwdc mat 16n dong lai quanh hang mi chuét mascara. “Anh
sé di dau?”

“Anh cling chwa biét. Co 1¢é la Glasgow.”

Nudc mat bién thanh con thinh nd, va n6 trat xuéng ngwdi anh nhu bao
lan trwde. “Co phdi anh vira bé cong viéc chét tiét ay dung khong? Sau bao
lan t6i van nai anh tit bo, cudi cung anh lai lam thé vi nghe 16i ai d6 khac.”

“Khong ai xui anh lam thé ca, Kelly a, va anh ciing khong bo viéc, van
chwa.”

“Nhung anh sé bo.”

“Cole.”

“Co talaai?”

Anh van mu6n khién ¢6 dan vat, nén han van con chuit tinh cam lwu lai.
Co 1€ ludn ludn la thé. Bay nam, du can co6i ra sao, cling han lai dau vét.
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“Co ay la doa hong cua anh,” anh néi. “déa hong do, dod hong do cua
anh*.” Von da nghe qua dua tho cta Robert Burns dé cam ghét ong ta dén
su6t cudc doi, Kelly cam thay trai tim minh bi bép nghet lai vi hoadng so.

Phoebe lay vai Diana dé danh thitc c6. “Ching ta c6 khach,” c6 thi tham.
“Minh can gitp dd.” Pau do6 trong béng toi phia sau c6 vang lai tiéng gam
glr ctia mdy con cho.

Diana li€c ban qua khoé mat. “Bat dén 1én,” c6 ngai ngu noi.

“Khong, minh khong muon ching biét 1a bon minh con thitc.” C6 an
chiéc vay nga vao nguc ¢6 ban. “Thoéi nao, cung, day di.”

“Cau goi canh sat chira thé?” Diana ngo6i day va lua tay vao chiéc vay.

“Vo ich thoi. Lic canh sat dén dwoc day thi moi chuyén da két thuc.”
Phoebe bat den pin va chia xudng san. “Bi nao,” c6 thiuc giuc. “Ching ta
khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Dlana x6 dép va budc theo. “Sao may con ché lai & day? Sao ching
khong & ngoai? Con McLoughlin dau r6i?”

“T6i nay anh ta khong dén.” Co thd dai. “Pung cai dém ching ta can anh
ta nhat, thi anh ta khéng xuat hién.”

“Thé cau dinh lam gi day?”

Phoebe nhac khau sting tiv chd ¢6 dé ngoai ctra phong ngt cua Diana.
“Minh sé dung cai nay,” c6 di trwdc, bat dau tién xudng tang duwdi, “va
minh khong mudn ban nham vao 1i ché. Néu dam khon nan kia c6 1én vao
thi sé dén lwot Benson va Hedges xr 1y.”

“Lay Chua,” Diana 1am bam. “Cau khong dinh giét ai day chii?”

“Ditng ngdc thé.” Phoebe ron rén di qua sanh va vao phong khach.
“Minh sé lam ching sg vai linh hon. Lan trwdc, ching da khong lam gi
dwgc minh. Nén lan nay, ching cting khéng lam gi dugc minh dau.” Co ra
hiéu cho Diana nap sau mot bén tam rém, roi tat dén pin, va ditng vao vi tri
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doi dién. “Nhin ki nhé. Néu thdy ai tir phia san hién dang kia tién ra thi bao
minh.”

“Minh sé héi han cho ma xem,” Diana rén ri, gat tdm rém sang mot bén
va hé mat nhin ra man dém. “Minh chang thay cai me gi cd. Lam sao ciu
biét ching ngoai d6?”

“Benson nhdy qua ctta ham rwgu va danh thitc minh. Minh da huan luyén
no sau lan dau tién dam khon kiép ay t6i day gay roi.” Co vo nhe dau con
cho gia. “May ding la bé ngoan ma. T ngay tao huan luyén may tuan tra
khu dat t6i nay da may nam roi, vdy ma may chang hé quén.” Tiéng con
ché ve vay dudi va quat 1én tdm thdm nghe rd mon mot trong can phong
tinh lang. Khi David Maybury bién mat, Hedges van chwa dwgc sinh ra.
Con ch6 nép minh canh chan ba chu, toan than cang 1én cho dén lwgt dwoc
sai bdo. Phoebe dwa mat nhin cad khodng san rong dé tim cac dau hiéu cua
st chuyén dong. “Mat cau sé sém quen th6i.”

“Co ai do,” Diana dot ngdt 1én tiéng. “Sat twong bén tay phai. Cau nhin
thdy han khong?”

“C6. C6 mot tén khac dang vong qua tir chd cia Anne.” C6 siét chat
khau sting. “Cau c6 thé mé khoa ctta ma khong gy tiéng dong khéng?”

Trong mot thoang, Diana do du, ro6i ¢6 nhin vai va can than tap trung
vao chiéc chia khoda. Rot cudc, Phoebe biét tit ca nhitng diéu can biét vé dia
nguc. Vi Phoebe da titng & d6. Va Phoebe sé khong tw nguyén quay lai lan
nita. Du sao, adrenaline dang chdy ran rat trong nguwdi co, cling manh mé
chang kém gi trong nguwdi Phoebe vay. Khi bi don dén chan twong thi ai
cling thé, dau hién nhuw tho, ciing sé biét nhe rang gam gtr. “Dugc r6i,” c6
thi tham khi c4i khoa bat mé. Co lai nhin hé qua géc rém. “Oi, lay Chta,”
c6 thé hat ra. “Cé ca ta nguwoi.”

Nhitng bong den 1an mo doc theo ria san nhu mot toan dwdi woi, nhung
nghi thé cé vé xic pham dwdi woi qua. Chi c6 con ngudi, & cap do tién hoa
cao nhat, mdi kiém tim niém vui ti* dén dau ctia dong loai. Miéng Diana tr@
nén khd khoc. Ludn c6 gi d6 6n lanh dén kho tin khi chitng kién sy dién
loan ctia ca mot dam dong, khi chinh kién ca nhan bi 1an 4t bai tap thé.
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“Khong nhiéu dén thé dau. nam hay sau thoi. Khi minh néi ‘Nao’ thi m¢&
ctra rong ra nhé.” Phoebe bat dieu cuoi man dai. “Khong dugc voi va, c@
chd cho thoi co chin mu6i. Minh lu6n mu6n thi diéu nay.”

DPam nguwoi 1on x6n tim tum v&i nhau gan twong bao cha san hién, roi lai
tach ra.

“Bon chiing dang lam gi thé?” Diana hoi.

“Nhin thi cé vé ho dinh 16i gach ttr trén mai xuoéng. Cui dau that thap néu
ching c6 ném that nhé.”

Mot ké trong s6 do c6 vé la tén cam dau. Han dung tay ra hiéu dé chi dao
doi quan chia thanh hai toan di doc theo hai bén san hién.

“Nao,” Phoebe 1ap tirc thi tham. “Minh khong muon ching tach ra.”

Diana van tay nam va day ctta m& toang. Phoebe nhay qua trong tich tac,
dang hinh dong dong cao cua c6 tan vao béng dém. Co6 nang khau siung
nang trich lén vai va dang dinh ngam ban thi mét ban tay to 16n bit miéng
c6 lai va ban tay kia 16i khau sting khai tay co.

“Néu 1a cb toi s& khong lam thé dau.” Fred khé thi thAm. Ong gitt chit
tay minh trén miéng c6 va dung cang tay ép vai cd dé budc cd6 quy xuodng.
Ong gap ngudi, khé khang dit khau sting xudng nhitng vién dé 14t 1oi giuc
cod ding thing day. Ong cdp ldy eo c6 nhw thé ¢ ching hon gi mot nui
bong, va nhic cd qua ctta. Ong cam nhan dugc sy hién dién cta Diana,
ding hon la nhin thdy c6. “Yén ldng nao,” 6ng qud trach bang nhitng tiéng
thi tham nghén nghen. “Va déng ctra lai, phién co6.”

“Nhung Fred...”

“Lam nhuw t6i bao di, c6 Goode. C6 mu6n c6 nha t6i bi thuwong a?”

Diana run ray lam theo.

Chang théem dé y dén ham rang can chat cta Phoebe, Fred kéo c6 qua
can phong va nhét c6 vao sanh. Diana dudi theo. “Ong dang lam gi vay?”
Co gian d* héi, ddm tdi bui vao vai ong. “Tha Phoebe xudng ngay.” Bi
danh dong bai giong Diana, Benson va Hedges nhao vao chan Fred.

“Ctra nay nita, co Goode, néu co6 khong phién.”
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Diana tom dwgc mot nam toc lo tho cua Fred va giat manh. “Tha co ay

ra.

Thé dai vé dau don, 6ng quay phat lai, cap theo ca hai nguoi phu nit va
dung chan da ctra. Vai gidy sau, canh ctra kiéu Phap v@ tan tanh. “D6,” 6ng
nha nhan néi khi can than dat Phoebe xu6ng san va bé tay khoi miéng co.
“T6i nghi, gid chiing ta khong sao r6i. Néu c6 khong dé y, co Goode a, lam
thé c6 hoi dau day. Cam on cd.” Ong méc chiéc khan tit tdi 4o va cudn
quanh nhitng ngén tay reém mau ctia minh. “Ngoan lam,” 6ng 1am bam, va
vuot ve mom hai chu ché. “Thé 1a t6t ddy. T6i khong ndi minh khong khé
chiu khi lai phai thay kinh ctra s6 dau, nhung lan nay, ching ta sé€ dam bdo,
ké khac phai tra tién stta n6.” Ong mé cira. “Thit 16i cho t6i nhé, thwa co.
T6i ghét bé 18 cude vui lam.”

Hai ngudi phu nit cdm nin nhin co thé do sd cta 6ng nhe nhang buwdc qua
dam kinh v@ va ra ngoai san hién. Khung canh ngoai kia dwgc anh trang soi
to, khong khac gi tranh cua hoa si nguoi Ha Lan Hieronymus Bosch. Mot
m& r6i ram nhitng hinh tht méo mé dang nhon nhéo trén bai c6. Véi tiéng
hét c6 thé khién nguwdi khac dong cing lai vi sg, Fred tung minh vao giira
cudc hon chién. Chi liéc mat thoéi ciing dd ndam dwgc tinh hinh, Phoebe lién
huyt sdo goi Hedges va chi vao mot ké dang tim cach tau thoat. “PBi di, cau
bé.” Sua lén day phan khich, Hedges phong nhw bay qua bai cé, x0 nga tén
dan ong va nhdy chom lén nguwdi han, ro6i ngira dau nhin trang va tru lén
khtic ca chién thang. Khong chiu thua kém, Benson nhe nhang tién ra san,
givong cai mom gia 1én hoa am vui vé.

Tiéng cua hai con ché va dam ngwoi hon loan dudi san tao thanh thit am
thanh choi tai.

“Chua 0i!” Vi lwgng adrenaline van dang chdy cuén cudn trong mach
mau, Diana hét 1én bén tai Phoebe r6i lan ra cudi dén chdy nwéc mat.
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Cu0c hon chién nhanh chéng két thic. Lic Diana nghi dén chuyén bat den
phong khach, thi nhitng ké pha hoai da giwong co dau hang. Ca bon bi dan
gidi qua san hién bd&i tdp hgp nhitng nguwoi dang thd hén hén gom
McLoughlin, Gavin Williams, hai canh sat khéng mdc dong phuc khac,
Jonathan, Fred va Paddy Clarke.

“Vao trong,” McLoughlin xang giong ra lénh. “Tat ca déu bi bat qua
tang.”

Mat di vé hung hang khi 16 dién duwéi anh den sang chéi trén dau, bon
ching chi con la ddm thanh nién kho6 wa, d6 mo6 héi nhu tam, véi guong
mat cau c6 va doi mat lwon leo mudn lang tranh. Vira nhin, Diana da nhan
ra do la 1d trai lang, nhung c6 chi c¢6 thé nhé tén hai dita trong s6 ching.
Eddie Staines, va Peter Barnes 19 tu6i, la con trai Dilys va anh trai cua
Emma. Co6 kinh ngac nhin ching. “Chuing t6i da lam gi may nguwdi ha? Toéi
tham chi con chang biét may ngwoi la ai.”

Peter la mot ga dep trai, cao 16n, lyc lwdng, cwu hoc sinh trudong cong,
gio dang lam trong xwéng in cua cha ¢ Silverborne. Ga nhin c6, cudi khinh
bi nhung khong tra 10i. Eddie Staines va bon ké con lai thi chi nhin cham
cham xu6ng san.

“Hoi hay lam,” McLoughlin thang than néi. “Cac quy co day da lam gi
cac nguoi ha?”

Peter ddo mét. “Quy cd nao?” Ga xac xugc hoéi. “Y may 1a 1t 6 mdi nay
ha?”

Giong noi khong hé cé trong am ctia Peter khién McLoughlin hitng tha.
Tiéng la hét trén bai co6 rd rang déu la cua nhitng ngwoi khac. Cai lac dau
ctia anh khién Diana im lang. “T6i dang dé cap dén c6 Maybury va ban cta
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c6 dy,” anh van ndi véi giong déu déu nhu cli. “Ho da lam gi cac nguwoi?”
Anh quan séat nhitng gwong mdt lanh dam. “Thoi duwgc, cac nguwdi bi bat vi
t0i c6 y hanh hung chu dién trang Streech.”

“Chung t6i chwa bao gio cham vao co0 ta,” Eddie Staines la lén. “Cam
ngay,” Peter noi.

“Chuwa bao gio cham vao ai?”

“Co ta. Co Maybury.”

“Toi dau c6 noi vay dau.”

“Thé anh néi c6 y hanh hung la y gi?”

“Co dy khong phéi cht nhan cta dién trang streech,” McLoughlin néi.
“Cau Jonathan Maybury va em géi cau ay méi la nguwdi sé hitu co ngoi
nay.”

“0.” Eddie chau may. “T6i cif twdng né la ctia mu 6 mdi.” McLoughlin
nhuwéng 16ng may. “Y cau la c6 Maybury?”

“Anh bi thiéu nang a?”

McLoughlin 6n ton trd 16i. “D6 c6 vé la dac quyén cta cau ma, phai
khong Eddie Staines?”

«(y.»

“Ngam miéng may lai, cai thang cho6 chét ngu ngoc kia,” Peter rit 1én.

Mot tia lanh lung loé 1én trong d6i mat McLoughlin. “Cha, cha, Paddy a,
ong noi dung day. Thang nhoc tho 16 mdi phat 1én nay chinh la dita cam
dau. Thé van dé cua no6 la gi nhi?”

“Me no6,” Paddy dap gon. Peter ném cho 6ng ta anh mat nhw mudn giét
nguoi.

Paddy nhtin vai ho hitng. “Xin 16i nhé, chang trai. Néu may c6 ntra tri
thong minh ctia em géi may, may da vugt qua dwgc roi. Néu may biét phan
do6i & khon ngu ngéc dé cung tham vong ngdé ngan cua 4, thi may da git
duwgce dau 6c binh thwong. Thit nghi lai xem, ai m&i thue sy la ngwoi vui vé
ciing Emma khi con bé dén day va giang chan ra.” Ong ta liéc McLoughlin.
“Pa nghe vé thanh ng tén an may trén lung ngwa chwa? Mot tén an may c6
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chut tién, mua mot con ngwa dé ra oai, r6i cudi cung phat hién han chang
thé cudi noi thit chét tiét ay. Dilys Barnes chinh la nhw thé day. Co ta da
that bai tham hai khi doi vGi qua cao va quyét dinh chuyén nha dén day.
Puong nhién cling chang hai gi. Pay la mdt dat nwdc ty do ma. Nhung néu
con biét suy nghi, thi dirng nén phan biét doi x* nhuw thé. Cing mdt ngoi
lang, nhuwng lai coi nguwdi nay chang khac nao rac rudi vi nghi ho mat hang
hon minh. Trong khi san sang bg d& nhitng ké khac va gia do khoe khoang
vé gia thé hoanh trang ctia minh du né rd rang trong tron dén tham hai.
Lam thé &y ma, chi t6 khién tat cd moi nguwdi ghét bo thoi.”

Guong mat Peter cau lai khé chiu. “Lao khon!”.

Paddy chang budén dé tam. “Moi nguwdi cwdi nhao 4, dwong nhién roi.
Chac chan la thé. Leo tréo, deo bam 1én tang 16p trén la mon thé thao rat
dwgc quan tam & mot noi thé nay ddy, nhung Dilys lai chang phai van dong
vién cit khoi cho 1dm.” Ong ta vudt cim. “C6 & con khéng dugc sdng da
nita. Ngay quy tac dau tién ctia cudc choi & da khéng nam dugc roi, dé
thung rong kéu to day.” D6i mat 6ng soi moéi Peter. “Chac may sé can dich
ra nghia den ddy nhi. Nghia la khi may cang xuat sic, wu ta thi cang it phai
nhac dén diéu do.”

Tay Peter siét thanh nam dam. “Ché chét, Paddy. Lao ciing chi la thi cdn
ba Ireland ré tién ma thoi.”

Trong mot thoang, McLoughlin cé an twgng ki quai rang thang nhoc
dang rat thich thu.

Paddy cwoi khung khuc trong c6 hong. “Tao sé coi d6 nhu 10i khen tang,
ranh con a. Pa tr rat 1au r6i mdéi c6 ngwdi nhan ra dong mau Ireland chay
trong nguoi tao.” Ong ta nghiéng nguwdi né ci ddm bay dén. “Lay Chua!”
Ong ta cau kinh hét 1én. “May tham chi con ngu ngéc hon ca me may, du
dwgc hoc hanh va dugc me may nhoi nhét mdy thi tw twdng phdi nang tam
ban than vao dau.” Ong ta chia ngén tay vé phia Phoebe. “Pé 1a 16i ctia c6
ddy. Co da bién a thanh tro cudi, va tin toi di, dirng nén lam thé vGi nhitng
ké nhu Dilys Barnes. Moi lan a4 nghi minh phai chiu tai nhuc dau dén, du
dé la sy thue hay chi do & twéng twgng ra, thi tdm hon & sé c6 thém mot vét
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seo chita day noc ddc. Va vét seo sau nhat, ciing tham doc nhat, chinh 1a do
co gy ra. A da tiém nhiém phan 16n thit noc doc dy sang thing bé nay.”

Phoebe tr6 mat nhin 6ng. “T6i gan nhw con chang biét gi vé c6 ta. Mot
lan c6 ta da gay chuyén vaéi t6i canh ao lang nhwng téi qua titrc gian ay chi,
néi gi dén cwoi nhao.”

“Truwdce khi David mat tich,” 6ng ta goi y. “Han da gay hoa. Han ké di ké
lai cau chuyén dy trong quan rugu va loan tin khap lang.”

Phoebe ngo ngac nhin 6ng ta va lac dau.

Ong ta cii xuéng dé vudt ve tai con ché Labrador gia dang nim duéi
chan. “Khi Benson van chi la mot chd ctin con, Dilys da bat gap n6é dang
chém 1én con ché Bac Kinh cta 4.” Mat 6ng ta sang 1ap lanh. “Va c6 da bi
a dién thuyét mot bai trén dién thoai vi khong day do noi ché ctia minh.”

“Oi, Chtia 0i!” Phoebe v tay 1én mit. “Khong phai t6i ¢6 tinh &m chi
Barnes. D6 chi la dua thoi,” c6 phan doi. “T6i dang nhac dén con ché Bac
Kinh cta c6 ta ma. Con ché chét tiét y c httng hye 1én, va boc mui dong
duc.”

Tiéng cwoi khung khuc cia Paddy vang khap can phong chang khac nao
cai muong khudy tung dong adrenaline von da tang cao thanh 16p bot, san
sang trao ra bat c Iac nao.

Giong Phoebe run run. “Du sao, d6 cling la 16i cta c6 ta. Co6 ta cit lién
tuc goi Benson la con ché ban thiu.” C6 vo6 tinh nhai theo giong cta Dilys
Barnes. “‘Cai con ché ban thiu nha c6 nén ty biét xau ho di, co6 Maybury a,
Lay Chua, that hai hudc. Co ta tham chi con chang dam néi Benson da giao
cau vdi con cho6 ghé tém nha c6 ta.” C6 chui mat bang ong tay do. “Thé nén
mdi nobi, toi 1y lam ti€c, nhung badi c6 ta tham chi con biét rd hon t6i nita
kia, rang chang ai c6 thé ngan nhitng con ché ban thiu lao vao céi 6 béc
mui 4y nha c6 ta dugc.” Co ngwdc 1én, nhin vao mat Diana va pha ra cuoi.
Ca phong nhv rung lén vi tiéng cuoi ay.

Du khong may sang da nhung cling cé 6c hai hwdc kha tot, Eddie Staines
ngoac miéng cuoi. “Hay do. Gio ma@i dugc nghe. Hoa ra do chinh la ly do
vi sao ho goi 140 Barnes 13 ‘ché ban thiu’ diing khong? A, lay Chiia!” Cau
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ta gap nguoi xudng khi Peter Barnes bat than vung mot bén chan di bot va
dap thing vao ha bd ctia cau ta. “A, Chiia oi!” Cau ta rut lai, m ldy ngudi.

McLoughlin theo ddi man tdn céng nho nhoé nay vdi vé khoai chi. “Va
toi doan Dilys lanh biét danh ‘bdc mui’? Anh néi véi Paddy.

Nguoi dan 6ng to 16n cwoi toe. “Trong mot hodc hai thang, co 1€ thé.
Theo nhitng gi t6i nhé, ‘ché ban thiu’ gan cho Tony lau hon ‘Barnes boc
mui’ gan cho Dilys, nhung du sao ciing 16n chuyén. Va a coi do la viéc tay
troi, cau thay day. Khi ngudi ta bi &m anh bdi sy that bai, thi sé chang con
cho cho hai hwéc dau.” DBo6i mat 6ng ta nhin thang vao guwong mat cay cu
cta ga trai tré. “Sy ton trong,” 6ng ta noi véi giong mia mai, “doi véi c6 a
chang khéac nao néi am anh.”

McLoughlin biét, d6 1a tat ca nhitng gi Paddy c6 thé 1am gitip anh. Ong
ta du nghi ngo Peter Barnes dé don thang nhoc vao bay, nhwng lai khong c6
bang chitng cho viéc n6 da danh Anne hay Dilys da bia dat vé Phoebe. “Co
a qua xdo quyeét,” ong ta noi vao sang hom do.

“C0 ta dién hinh cho tinh d6 ky bénh hoan. Thinh thoang, ciu sé gap vai
nguwoi nhw thé. Ho thuong la phu ni¥, ludn luén cam thay khéng thod man
va lic nao cling mudn gay han vdi ngudi cung gidi béi sw dé ky. Ho vo
cung xau xa. Va trong nhiéu treong hop, muc tiéu lai chinh la con gai ho.”

“Thé vi sao & lai chon ¢6 Maybury lam muc tiéu?” McLoughlin thac
mac.

“B@i cO ay la dé nhat & Streech va nhitng ké khon kiép thi luon muén
dim c6 dy xudng ho phan. Trong vong mudi nam, Dilys lic nao ciing hé ha
vi & c6 thé khinh thuwong Maybury. Chua chitng gidam, ¢6 cach may 4a cling
chang lam thé dwoc dau.”

“Co ta da lam gi?”

“Bia dat, boi xdu, tat nhién réi. Nguwoi khac san sang tin bat c diéu gi,
mot khi van ciu di xudng, va giét ngudi la diéu it tdm lgm nhat ma Dilys
nhoi nhét vao dau ho.”

“Ong dang song trong ci cong nao thé ndy ha Paddy?” McLoughlin khé
ndi, giong anh déu déu.
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Ong nhan xét, khién anh ngac nhién. “Néu ai d6 c6 16i, thi nguoi do 1a
Phoebe. C6 ay la trung tam cuia van dé. Du diang hay sai, bat c ngudi phu
nit binh thwong nao gdap hoan canh twong ty cling ban sach gia san va
chuyén tGi noi khac. Dién trang khong dang dé co dy phai tra gia dén thé.”

Khong, McLoughlin tham nghi, Paddy sai r6i. Dién trang nay dang gia
t¢i mitc Phoebe sé c6 gang bam tru lai bang moi cach. Va co ay lam thé du
gia tri vat chat ctia n6 khong hé cao. Ma gia tri dich thue ctia né dwoc tao ra
tir chinh nhitng ngwoi yéu thuwong c6. Anh liéc vé phia c6 va bong dung
cam thay kho chiu. Chét tiét that! Ngwoi phu nit d6! Moi ngudi yéu quy co
hodc ghét bé 6. Nhung khong mot ai co thé tho o.

“Thoi duwgce,” anh dot ngot pha tan sy im lang. “Cau...” anh tré ngon tay
vé phia Eddie Staines, “sé dugc lang nghe vai sw that quan trong. Cau
khong phai ngwoi sang da nhat nhung it ra cling sang da hon nhitng ké ngu
don ¢ day.” Anh tritng mat véi Peter r6i gio mot ngon tay lén. “Diéu thw
nhat, Eddie a, c6 Maybury khong giét cha me c6 dy. Hai vg chong dai ta
Gallagher chét vi tai nan 6 t6 do phanh xe khong hoat dong. Va phanh xe
cta ho khong hoat déng vi K.C. khong bdo dudng cai xe chu ddo. Néu
khong, ong ta han phai phat hién ra 6ng dan dau da bi mon. Hiéu chit?”

“Hiéu, nhung ai da lam né bi mon?” Eddie héi lai, ra vé dac thang. “B6
mdi la van dé.”

McLoughlin mét méi néi. “Theo bado cdo ctia nhan vién diéu tra, dai ta
Gallagher da dva xe dén xwéng cua K.C. vi thdy phanh khong an lam va
ghi chu lai viéc d6. To ghi cha bang chit viét tay ctia 6ng ay van ndm trong
tap ho so. K.C. da 1o n6 di.” Anh gio ngon tay thit hai 1én. “Thit hai. Mwoi
nam treedc, David Maybury da di khéi nha nay khi van con song. Khong ai
giét han cd. Han bé di vi da tiéu sach tién cta vo va han khong chiu dung
noi cai canh phai lam viéc quan quat dé duy tri cudc séng.”

“Thé ké ching ta dang néi tGi la ai? Chinh mat t6i da nhin thay han ta ba
thang tredc. Nén nhd, gio han chét r6i.” Eddie tritng mat nhin Phoebe. “Dé
la cach hay dé tra thu ma, ding khong?”
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McLoughlin gio ngén tay thir ba len. “Thit ba, Eddie. Nguwoi dan ong do
khong phai David Maybury.”

Trong cau ta c6 vé hoai nghi. “0, thé sao?”

“Pung vay day. Bé la K.C. Va khong can tranh cai gi nita. Viéc do da
dwgc chitng minh roi.”

C6 mot quang im lang kéo dai. Cudi cung, cau ta cling chiu thita nhan.
“Chét tiét, ra la thé. To6i biét 1do ma. Nhung 6ng thanh tra khang dinh la
Maybury.”

Paddy khit mii. “Chi c6 1i ngoc va chinh tri gia méi khang khang minh
biét chac chan vé diéu gi dé thoi.”

Ho gan nhu cé thé hiéu dugc suy nghi ctia Eddie khi nhin vao gwong mat
nhan nhé cda cau ta. “Du anh néi thé, nhung t6i thay chang c6 gi khac ca.
Lam rd vai van dé nhé. Néu lan nay co ta giét K.C. thi c6 kha nang muwoi
nam truedc co ta cling da giét 1ao chong minh. Bang chitng duy nhat khién
anh nghi muwdi nam trwdc b ta vo toi la vi téi nghi 1do gia minh nhin thay
chinh 1a Maybury. Anh c6 hiéu t6i néi gi khong?”

“T6i hiéu,” McLoughlin n6i. “Nhung toan bo chuyén nay that qua nuc
cwoi. Cau khong nghi dén viéc néu do6 dung la Maybury, thi cadc nguwoi da
hanh ha mot phu nit vo tdi su6t muwdi nam sao?”

“Con cha me c6 ta...” Cau ta im tit khi b0 ndo da theo kip cai moém, “ira,
chac, nhu t6i noi, chi l1a lam r6 vai van dé thoi ma.”

“Gi cling dwgc. Nhung ¢6 Maybury khong giét K.C., Eddie a. Ma chinh
la cau.”

“Vé van.”

“Ong ta khong hé bi giét, 6ng ta chét vi lanh, d6i va bé bé ban than. Cau
la nguwdi cudi cung nhin thidy 6ng ta khi con song. Néu cau gitp ong ta, thi
gi® 6ng ta da khong chét. Ong ta can giip d&, nhung cau lai ching lam gi
dé gitp lao gia khon kho do6 ca.”

“Néi nghe nay. Anh dang c6 du t6i vao trong day a? Thanh tra bao 6ng ta
bi dam vao bung kia ma.”
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McLoughlin thdm nghi, gitta m6t bén la ho Barnes va mot bén la soi
Walsh, chang la gi khi Phoebe phai ty rit lui vao phdo dai cia minh. Anh
khong thay hoi han chit nao khi quyét lam t6i cung ma chang mang dén ba
muoi ndm cong hién trong lyc lwgng cua Walsh. “Thanh tra da héi 16 cap
trén va dugc thang chitc khéng ding quy dinh,” anh thang thirng dap. “May
chuyén nhw thé van thwong xdy ra trong lwc lwgng canh sat hét nhuw nhitng
noi khac théi. Ho sé cho 6ng ay nghi hvu sém vi hanh vi gian lan dé va
budc ong ta rut khoi nganh.”

“Lay Chua!” Eddie qua do6i an twgng khi chitng kién mot canh sat lai c6
thé thang than dén thé.

“Po6 ngu dan,” Peter Barnes 1am bam. “Han ta dang cho may vao trong
day.”

McLoughlin 16 thang nhéc di. “Diéu thi¢ tw, Eddie a. Khi cau va dong
bon dén day dé hanh hung ngudi dong tinh, cac cau quén mat diém mau
chot. Chang c6 ké dong tinh nao séng & dién trang Streech ca. Ai bao véi
cau co6 ho ¢ day?”

Eddie c6 vé khong thodi mai. “Ba ké 6 moi. Ba mu phu thuy. Luc nao
nguoi ta chang goi ho nhu thé.” Cau ta liéc nhanh vé phia Peter Barnes.
“T6i khong vao day dé hanh hung ngudi dong tinh.”

“T6i hiéu roi.” McLoughlin chuyén sy chd y sang Peter Bames. “Vay
hoa ra cau méi la nguoi khong wa nguwoi dong tinh.” Anh bong ngap dai va
x0a xoa doi mat. “Chuyén gi da xdy ra vay? Hinh nhu c6 ngudi da thir quan
hé véi ban tinh dong tinh & trwong ro6i thi phdi?” Anh nhin thady canh mii
Peter phong 1én va giwong mat a € gian ra thanh mét nu cuwdi rudi. “Bung c6
bdo lic dé cau thich, nhung gid cau lai tim moi cach dé chitng minh la
minh khong thich nhé.”

“Me kiép cai lii doi truy,” ga trai tré chwri thé. “Bon chiing khién tao phat
om. Me kiép 1i d6i truy. Dang ra ching may phdi bi nhdét lai.” Mot trang
chti raa tudn ra. “Tao ghét ching.”

Sau trong doi mat den cida McLoughlin 4nh 1én nét tan nhan. Anh lao
dén nhu chép va bit miéng Peter lai, bAm dau ngoén tay vao ma thang nhéc
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va budc no6 phai kiéng 1én. “Cau xtc pham qua dang réi day,” anh 6n ton
néi. “Cau dung la diva loan than kinh, va theo nhu t6i doc trong sach, nhitng
ké nhu cdu méi nén bi nhot lai day, chit khong phai nhitng ngwdi nhw Oscar
Wilde* dau. Béng gép duy nhat cta cau cho xa hdi nay hoa ra lai chi la gay
hoa, khi truyeén lai dinh kién va tri 6c vo cung khiém ton ctia minh sang thé
hé tiép theo.” Anh nhdc Peter 1én cao thém vai phan. “Hon nita, nghe cau
goi nhitng ngwdi phu nit nay la 1i doi truy, toi rat buc minh. Cau hiéu chwa
ha?” Peter c6 gang no6i gi do, nhung am thanh nghen lai noi c6 hong.
McLoughlin bAm ngén tay sau hon va ga phai don sitc gat dau.

“To6t.” McLoughlin tha tay va day ga trai tré ra. Anh nhin Eddie véi nu
cwoi than thién. “To6i hi vong cau cé thé thidy y nghia cda tat thdy nhitng
chuyén nay, Eddie a. Cau c6 nhan ra la t6i van con dat niém tin & cau
khong. Toi cho rang, cau da that sy tin rang nhitng nguwoi ¢ day mac toi 16i
gi d6 nén mdi lam thé.”

Guong mat Eddie nhan lai day vé tap trung va lo lang. “Nghe nay, t6i chi
dén vi t6i muodn cong ly duwgc thwe thi thoéi. Thé c6 Chua, do la su that.”
Cau ta phay tay vé phia dong bon. “Ho cling vay. Chung tdi nghe tin cac
ong lai sap tha cho c6 ta lan nita. Cai tro danh dap hanh ha, la chu y cta
Peter.” C4u ta lén It liéc nhin Phoebe va Diana. “Lay Chda, du sao ciing
chang c6 nghia ly gi cd. Néu cac c6 khong dong tinh, lam sao cac c6 chiu
duoc?”

Diana ddo tron mat. “Cau biét khong, t6i cling thuwong tw héi ban than
ddy.” Co quay sang Phoebe. “Minh quén mat, cung a, sao chiing minh lai
chiu duoc nhi?”

Phoebe cuoi gion gia. “Ping c6 ngoc thé.” C6 nhin Eddie va bat luc gio
tay lén. “Chung t6i lam gi c6 lwa chon nao khac. Hau nhw chang c6 ai néi
chuyén véi ching t6i. Nguwoi nao chiu néi chuyén, thi déu biét rd tat ca
ching t6i r6i. Con nhitng ngwoi khac thi o ty y ap dat bat c diéu gi ho
muon thoi. Cau cling nghi ching tdi dong tinh con gi.” B6i mat c¢o diu lai.
“Phai tran tru6ng va lam tinh vGi mot toan dan 6ng & gan ao lang dé ching
minh minh khong dong tinh a? T6i thay nao c6 cach gi dau. Du sao thi, liéu
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cau c6 suy nghi tot dep hon vé ching toi néu biét ching t6i thich dan ong
khong?”

“C6 cht,” Eddie nhay mat. “Chac luén. Nhung nhitng diéu c6 néi dau
giup gidi thich dugc gi vé chuyén xdy ra véi chong c6. Néu 1y do duy nhat
khién 6ng ta bé di la vi gia san khanh kiét thi tai sao 6ng ta khong giip co
thoat khoi tinh canh nay? Chi can mot cudc dién thoai cho canh sat thoi
ma.”

Co6 mot quang im lang ki quai.

“Cau no6i nhw thé tén dan Oong do6 c6 lwong tam vay,” cudi cung
McLoughlin 1én tiéng. Qua khoé mat, anh c6 thé thdy gwong mat citng ngac
cta Jonathan chuyén dan sang xam ngoét. Chét tiét. Du may c6 chon huéng
nao, may van vuéng phai thé tién thoai lwdng nan thoi. “Vu nay van dang
dugc toa xem xét, Eddie a, nén ching t6i chwa thé tiét 16 cac tinh tiét ra
ngoai. Nhung t6i c6 thé ndi véi cau mot diéu, gidy phit tén dan 6ng dé xuat
hién trd lai cling la Idc han bi khéi t6.” Anh nhdn vai. “R6i cau sé phai
dong y vGi toi rang, sé tét hon cho han néu moi nguwdi nghi han da chét day.
Han la mot tén con do. R6i mot ngay kia, ching t6i sé tim ra han.”

Ngay ca Paddy trong cling c6 vé bi an tugng.

“Lay Chua!” Eddie lai néi. “Lay Chua!” Cau ta giam chan lén may
miéng thuy tinh v&. “Nghe nay, quy c6, vé mdy 6 ctra bi vd.” Cau ta ra hiéu
vé phia may chang trai phia sau minh. “Chung t6i sé quét don va lap khung
kinh méi 1én. Thé ciing hgp tinh hgp ly ma.”

“Cau c6 thé lam tot hon thé ma, Eddie,” McLoughlin vui vé néi. “Ching
toi can nhitng cai tén. Hay bat dau vdi ké da tdn cong c6 Cattrell nhé?”

Eddie lac dau t6 vé nudi tiéc. “Ciling giong nhw anh, téi c6 thé doan,
nhuwng néu anh can bang chitng thi t6i khong gitp duwgc anh roi. Nhw t6i da
nai, t6i khong hé tham gia cai tro hanh hung ngudi déng tinh.” Cau ta chi
vé mot ké trong s6 dam ban. “Dém do, t6i va Bob dang kiém may em xinh
twoi. Nhitng ngwdi con lai thi t6i khong biét.”

May ké kia ciling nhao nhao pha nhan. “Khong phai t6i. Lic do t6i dang
xem ti vi vOi ong ba gia.”
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“Lay Chta, Eddie, tao ghé qua cho chi gai may. D6 khon nha may biét r6

N

ma.

“Me kiép. Tao chi nghe dén chuyén d6 vao sang hom sau, cling giong
may con gi.”

McLoughlin bat gap anh mat Paddy va thay vé that vong cia chinh minh
phan chiéu trong dé. Sy that luén ludn la sy that, khong thé chéi cai duoc,
cling khong thé xuyén tac dwgc. “Thé con cau?” Anh hoi Peter Barnes du
biét ga khon nay tim cach choéi. “Cau da & dau?”

Peter nhe rang cuwdi. “Tao & vdi me tao ca t6i cho dén qua niva dém, roi di
ngu. Ba ay sé ki mot ban twong trinh néu may hoi ba ay ti té.” Ga gio ngon
gitta 1én va huéng vé phia Paddy. “Danh cho lao va céi cdu chuyén b6 lao
cta lao, chét tiét.” Ga cuoi khoai chi va gap canh tay lai, ban tay nam chat
va ngon giita van chia thang Ién troi. “Va day la danh cho cai bay nho nho
ma chiing may tao ra. Bung la tro hé. Ranh ranh ra ddy, dén thang mu cling
nhin thdu dugc. May twdng tao chua tirng tridn bo vao cho nay, va quan sat
dam com eo udt chung may khi canh gac cho 1t dé sao?” Va lai cwoi khung
khuc.

Chu6ng bao dong rung lén trong dau McLoughlin. Thang nhéc nay bi
loan than kinh kiéu quai quy gi vay? Mot loai nhw Charles Manson* a? Lay
Chaa! “Truwon bo,” anh nhé ro6i, do6 chinh la tr ma bang Nha Maison dung
dé mo ta cach bon ching 1én vao nha Sharon Tate triéc khi giét chét co ay.
“Thé tai sao cau lai dén day?” Anh thido chot cong tay trong tdi do. “Sé
cang khodi chi hon néu bi bat, phai khong?”

“R0 rang la khodi chi bé me di duwgc khi nhin lii ngu chiing may phat ro
phat dai va lam rum beng 1én. Bi phat mot hai ngay cling dang. Chét tiét,
cling c6 chat phé day. Bo sé dén bu moi thiét hai.”

Ca can phong bong im lang trong gidy lat tridc khi giong néi lanh lung
cta Jonathan cét Ién tt cho ctra kinh v&. “Cé vé hop ly day,” cau néi. “Doi
lai, tao sé dén bu thiét hai tao sap gay ra cho may.”

Sy bat ngd da khién moi ngudi gan nhw dong citng. Nhw mot thwdc phim
quay cham, ho nhin cdu bang qua phong, thdo chét an toan trén khau sting
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ctia me minh, chia hong sing vao gitta hai chan Peter, va kéo co. Tiéng no
inh tai. Qua ddm kho6i mu mit, ho nhin thay, ding hon 1a nghe thay, tiéng
hét thoat ra tit co thé quan quai ctia ga thanh nién. Mot viing chat 1éng tu lai
dwdi san xung quanh chan ga.

Kinh hodng, McLoughlin c6 giang can thiép, nhung hai canh tay chac
nich da kep chat 1dy nguc anh va gitt anh lui lai, Mon!” Anh hét 1én, giong
ngheén nghet vi nhitng am thanh ong ong bén tai. “Vi chua! N6 khong dang
bi nhw thé!”

“Ké cau 4y di, trung si a.” La giong Fred. “Cau ay da cho ngay nay rat
1au r6i.”

Khoéng tai nao tin noéi, McLoughlin chi biét nhin Jonathan Maybury 16i
Peter Barnes vé phia bitc twdng va thoc hong sting vao cai miéng van dang
gao thét cua ga.
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Khung ctta ngoac rong chang khac gi ké rang thwa, vi bi vét dan ban lam
mat di vé hoan my. Ngoi nha van thiu thiu ngti nh mot nhan chitng im lim
da chitng kién qua nhiéu diéu té hai trong su6t lich st bon tram nam cta né.
Trong vong nita gio, ba xe tuan tra da dén dé ché dam gay r6i vé don.
Gavin Williams mién cwdng ti€p quan moi chuyén.

“Pay la cong ctia anh ma, trung si,” cdu ta phan doi. “Anh nén dua
ching vé don.”

“Hum htm. Chung la cua cau. To6i con vai viéc dang dg ¢ day.”

“T6i biét lam gi v6i cau Maybury bay gio, trung si?”

McLoughlin khoanh tay va khong noi gi.

“Bames nhat dinh sé lu loa 1én.”

“Ctt dé thang nhoc lam thé.”

“Chung ta khong bat giir cau Maybury sao?”

“Vi cé gi chit? Cudp co mot khau sing c6 gidy phép st dung a?”

“Anh sé chang giau n6i chuyén dé dau. Eddie biét chac khong phai tai
nan.”

McLoughlin cé vé khodi chi. “Roi cdu sé thay, Eddie da hét do twdng vao
Peter Barnes roi. Ngoai ra, cu ta sé chang doi nao gio dau chiu bang cho
khiéu hai hwédc bénh hoan ctia Barnes dau. Cau ta néi vdi toi rang, cau ta va
dam ban dang nhin ra hwéng khac lic tai nan xdy ra.”

Williams trong c6 vé lo lang. “T6i biét noi gi day.”

“Tuy cau, Gavin a. T6i e minh khong thé gitup cau r6i. Lic stng no, toi
dang quay lung lai dé l1dy tén tudi va dia chi ctia dam ngudi pha rdi. Sau do,
toi chang nhin thay gi vi bui mu mit.”
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“Chét tiét, trung si a!”

“T6i nghi bay gio cau dang ban 14y tén tudi va dia chi ctia nhan chirng.
Do 1a tha tuc co ban trong nhitng vu viéc kiéu nay ma.”

Chang canh sat nhan nhé. "Va lam sao anh gidi thich duwgc 101 khai cta
Barnes? Y t6i, néu day la tai nan thi vi sao chinh thing nhéc lai tw bién
minh thanh tro hé nhw thé? Lay Chda, trung si a, né sg vai té day.”

McLoughlin hoa nha vo 1én vai cau ta. “Vay sao, Gavin? T6i chang thay
thit chét tiét gi vi bui bay vao mat. Nén dirng hoi tdi vi sao né lai xoan xuyt
1én nhu thé. T6i khong thé giai thich gi hon ngoai viéc c6 vé khau siung
cudp co da khién Barnes hoang s¢g dau. Nhitng tiéng nd tac dong dén con
nguwoi theo nhiéu cach khac nhau. Thi lwc cta t6i c6 thé bi anh hwdng,
nhung thinh lyc cda t6i van vo cung tot. Mot kiéu tac dong dén bu, t6i hinh
dung la thé. Khong thé thdy cai me gi, nhung t6i nghe 16 tirng tir thang
cho6n hoi do noi.”

Williams lac dau. “T6i thi s¢g xanh mat dy chit. T6i c twéng cau bac si
ban rung dai né réi chit.”

T6i cling vay, McLoughlin tham nghi. T6i ciling vdy. Va cé vé Peter
Bames cling vay. Hoang sg trudc vé hung tgn cua Jonathan va té liét trudc
tiéng sing n6 doang gitta hai chan ma thyc ra khung ctta phong khach caa
Phoebe méi la bia d& dan, thang nhéc bat khdoc khi Jonathan an hong sting
vao né va de doa sé kéo co. “T6i khong dinh lam thé,” Barnes 1lam nham.
“T6i chi 1én mo vao ngbi nha théi. Téi khong dinh lam thé. To6i khong dinh
lam thé,” n6 réng 1én. “A quay lai. Con di ng6 ngan dy di quay lai. Toi
phéi danh 4.”

Ngoén tay Jonathan trang béch git chat trén co sung. “Gid thi néi tao
nghe vé chin nam truéc.”

“Qi, lay Chua, cttu con! Ai d6 cttu tdi v&i!” Phan trwdc caa chiéc quan
né mac da wét sting nuwdc tiéu.

“NOI TAO NGHE!” Jonathan réng 1én, gwong mit cau trdng béch vin
veo vi gian dit. “C6 ké da dén day cu6p pha. KE DO LA AI?”
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“La cha t6i,” gi thanh nién hét 1én, syt sui than khéc. “Ong &y ché chén
vdi vai nguoi ban.” P6i mat né ma to, hoang loan cyc do khi Jonathan bat
dau siét co. “D6 khong phai 16i cua t6i. Me lic nao cling cwoi dua vé
chuyén d6. Khong phai 16i cua t6i dau. La cha t6i.” Mat Bames dao tron roi
do6 guc xudng san.

Jonathan ha khau sing xu6ng va nhin vé phia McLoughlin. “Nha chau
chwa bao gio biét ké do6 1a ai. Me, Jane va chau da khoa minh trong tang
ham va dgi dén khi bon ching bo di. Chau chwa bao gio hoang loan dén thé
trong doi. Me con chau nghe thay tiéng ching ho hét va dap pha do dac.
Chau twéng chiing sé giét ca nha.” Cau lac dau va nhin xudng ga thanh nién
dang co quap. “Chau da thé sé bat ching trd gia néu chau tim ra dugc
ching la ai. Chiung da di bay khap nha va viét chit ‘Con diém giét nguoi’
1én khap cac bitc twong bang x6t ca chua. Chau méi 11 tudi. Chau twdng do
la mau.” Cau nghién chat rang, lam quai ham banh ra dir ton.

McLoughlin r&i minh khoéi cai 6m citng nhac cua Fred va bat dau phui bui
khoi quan 4o. “That nguy hiém ddy, Jon a. C6 chuyén gi da xay ra thé?
Chéu giam phai kinh v& a?”

“Chinh thé, trung si a,” Fred binh than néi. “T6i van quan sat ndy gio.
Jon ma khong gitt dwgc binh tinh thi cling kha phién day.”

“Phai, phai lam gi dé trudc khi khau sting lai né doang phat nita.” Anh
nhin Fred 14y khau sting, thao chét va 1dy vién dan thit hai ra. “Oi, vi Chiia,
Barnes, ditng day ngay va ngirng cai tro 6m bung lai. Cau gap may day vi
bac si Maybury da du ly tri dé ha thap nong sting xu6éng.” Anh 16i ga day va
bam khoa cong. “Cau da bi bat. Ha si Williams sé néi cho cau biét quyén
ctia minh.”

Thang nhoéc van sut sui. “Han da c6 giét t6i.”

“May nén cam thay biét on,” Paddy riti dam bui khoi toc. “Jon suyt chit
nita da ban trung chan minh chi dé bao vé thang ti tién nha may, va tit ca
nhitng didu may c6 thé 1am 1a budc t6i cau ay.” Ong quan sat gwong mit
dang sg cua Jonathan, r6i liéc vé phia Fred vdi diéu bo chi tay vao mat bat
chudc Gary Lineker*.
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Fred diém tinh d& 1ay canh tay cta chang trai va dan cau vé phia canh
ctra hanh lang. “T6i dé nghi ching ta nén kiém tra phan con lai cta ngoi
nha, thwa cdu. Toi khong mudn c6 Cattrell phdi @ mot minh trén tang chut
nao.” Ong déng chit canh cira lai sau lung.

Ntra gio trdéi qua, ma McLoughlin cdm thdy c& nhv cd nam vay. Anh
vuot dam rau lém chdm trén cam va dam chiéu nhin nguwoi ha si. “T6i
khong thé gitp cau, Gavin a. Cau la mot canh sat gidi va t6i khong cé tw
cach gi dé day bdo cau hét. Cau phai ti quyét dinh tho6i.”

Chang trai tré liéc qua canh ctra phong khach noi Fred dang gitp Phoebe
sap xép lai do dac. “T6i dong y di tuan tra véi anh thyc sy la béi vo chong
ong ay. Ho la nhitng nguoi ti té. C6 vé khéng diang lam khi bo ho lai véGi
dam du con nay.”

“T6i dong y,” McLoughlin binh than dap.

Cau chau may. “Néu anh mudn nghe y kién ctia t6i, thi chanh thanh tra
da co san vai cach giai thich cho viéc nay roi. Anh nén nghe diéu Molly da
ké vé hom ba 4y va Fred tdi day lan dau. Ngoi nha bi pha hoai hoan toan.
C0 Maybury va hai dita tré song chung trong mot phong nga ma co6 Cattrell
va Jonathan da c6 gang don dep. Theo

Molly ké, c6 Maybury va Jane so6c dén mirc khong biét nén lam gi nita.
Tham chi dén ba thang sau, ho van c6 thé ngtti thdy mui nuwdce tiéu, va dam
moc meo tir chd x6t ca chua bat dau an vao trong twong. Ho mat hang tuan
lién dé co rita noi nay sach sé. Vi c¢@ gi chanh thanh tra lai ac cam véi ho
dén vay, ha trung si? Vi sao 6ng ay khong tin ho?”

Bdi ong dy khong da kha nang lam thé, McLoughlin nghi tham. Chinh
Walsh 1a ké da tao nén bau khong khi cam ghét vay ham ngwdi phu nit nay
lan hai dita con nho cta c6 trong sudt nhitng nam qua. Khong hiéu vi sao,
nhung vGi 6ng ta, Phoebe luon cé toi. Khi khong thé tw minh chitng minh
diéu do, nhitng cudc san dudi thu dich khéng ngét ctia 6ng ta sé gian tiép
xui khién ké khac muén doi lai cong 1y. “Ong ta 1a mot ké hén mon, Gavin

»

a.
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“Cha, toi khong thich thé va t6i sé lén tiéng. D6 khong phai kiéu céng ly
toi mong dgi khi gia nhap luc lvgng. Toi da hoi Molly vi sao hgo khong goi
canh sat, va anh biét ba 4y bao gi khong? ‘Vi c6 Maybury bao, t6t hon hét
khong nén doi hoéi sy giip do tir ké thu.”” Cau ta xau ho ré chan trén san.
“Toi da dinh ndi ro rang véi Molly va Fred, noéi rieng thoi, khong phai
nhang xi lén gi ca, nhung t6i muén ho biét khong phai tit cd ching ta déu
la ké thu.”

McLoughlin mim cwdi nhin mai dau dang cidi xudng cta vién ha si. Néu
Williams muon che giau cam tinh ctia minh v&i hai nguwdi ho duéi vo boc la
phwong cham canh sat phuc vu cong dong thi cling chang c6 van dé gi ca.
“T6i nghe noi ba ay lam banh ngon 1am.”

“Ngon vo cung!” D6i mat cau lap lanh. “Anh nén th vai cai.”

“T6i sé thit.” Anh day cau ra ctta trwdc, noi chiéc xe canh sat dang dgi.
“Gi0 ctt dé Eddie va dong bon cuia cau ta qua dém trong phong tam giam
cta s, chi can tong ching vao va khoa lai la dwgc. Néu c6 Maybury mudn
khai t6 vao sang mai, chiing ta md&i hoan thién gidy to. Nhung t6i khong
nghi c6 dy sé lam thé dau. Ta6i nay, c6 ay da tu dat vién da dau tién dé xay
cdy cau noi v6i thé gidi bén ngoai r6i.”

“Con Barnes?”

“Ctt cach ly thang nhoc cho t6i. Sang mai, sau khi thitc day, t6i sé dén
théng do va tw minh 1ay 16i khai ctia né. A Gavin nay.”

“Vang?”

“Du sao, n6 ciling sé khai théi. Khong thé khang cy noi dau. Thang nhoc
d6 qua kiéu cang nén khong thé gilt im lang qua lau. Ro6i cau sé thay. Sang
mai, n6 sé ké ti dau dén cudi cho ching ta nghe ma chang can to6i phai ép
cung gi ca.”

Ganh nang nhuv vira dugc trat bé khoi vai cau. “Vang. Thé t6i nén lam gi
nita khong?”

“Bam chudng goi ctra cha me thang nhoéc sau vai gio nita, khodng 3 gio
sang chang han. Cit bao ho rang ching ta dang gitt con trai ho, va dwa ho
xuong sd. Nhung, phai nhé khong duwgce dé ho néi chuyén véi thang nhoc.
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Ct gilt ho kho s& chd dgi nhu thé cho dén khi t6i téi. Chi can bao, con trai
ho da khai bao vé hanh dong pha hoai muwoi nam truede. T6i mudn ho dé
uon nan mot chat.”

Williams tréng c6 vé ngd vuc. “Anh sé khong khai to6 mot vu viéc xay ra
cach diy muwoi nam day chi?”

“Khong.” McLoughlin nhe rang cwoi. “Nhung trong vong vai tiéng, toi
sé khién may ké dé sg mat mat vi twdng toi sé lam thé.”

Paddy la nguai tiép theo mién cwdng roi di. “Gio may co6 c6 thé ra khoi noi
trd an duwgc r6i,” 6ng noi véi Phoebe va Diana. “Du thé nay hay thé khac
thi cling phai budc ra bén ngoai thoi. Va diéu dé cling t6t ma. Ba dén ldc
mdy c6 c6 gang mot chit r6i. Ngay mai, hdy xuéng quan rugu di. Cho do
khé t6t dé bat dau moi thit.” Ong ta bt tay McLoughlin. “Nghi viéc di,
Andy, va tham gia cung t6i vao dv an san xuat bia. Sé can mot ban tay da
chac dé chéo chong day.”

“T6i chang biét gi vé t bia ca.”

“T6i khong can cau phai biét 0 bia. Pé la s@ treong cuia t6i. Toi can cau
diéu hanh cong viéc kinh doanh, tim cho t6i khach hang, tom lai la khién
toan bo c6 xe lan banh nhip nhang. Cau rat giéi vu nay. To6i can ngudi co
thé tin twéng duwoc.”

McLoughlin nhe ring cuoi. “Y 6ng 1a ai d6 ma s thué vu tin twéng
duge phai khong? Ong danh gid toi qua cao roi ddy, Paddy a. Than kinh ctia
t0i sé suy sup chi sau ba thang, khi c6 nh¢ xem tdi dang dinh gidu giém gi
mat.”

Paddy pha 1én cudi va dam vao vai anh. “Ci& suy nghi di, anh ban. T6i
rat muon hgp tac véi cau.” Roéi ong roi di.

Pa yén vi trén chiéc ghé banh, Jonathan giit im lang, c6 tinh lang tranh anh
mat cla tat ca moi nguwoi. Con gian dit cua cau da xep xuong ti 1au va cau
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dang c6 doi mat v6i nhitng gi cdu vira lam véi Peter Barnes. Cau chang tim
nodi 10i bao chita nao cho sy hung bao ctia minh. Fred gitt y ho 1én mot
tiéng. Ong néi véi Phoebe. “Néu toi khong thé gitp gi thém, t6i trd lai diém
canh day. Vg toi va Jane bé nhé han dang lo lang khong biét chiing ta sao
r6i.” Jane da dén ngu vGi Molly tit vai dém trudce trong ltic Fred di tuan khu
nha v6i McLoughlin va Williams.

“Oi, Fred,” Phoebe néi v4i vé dn nin thanh that. “T6i xin 16i. T6i chua
bao gid nghi 6ng 1a mot trong s6 ho. Chi do con s6c théi. Ong ciing tin nhw
thé ma, phai khong? T6i sé dwa 6ng di tiém udn van ngay ngay mai.”

Fred nhin ban tay bi thwong von da duwgc Phoebe va Diana rita sach, khi
tring va bang bé lai trong liic ludn miéng xin 16i réi rit. Ong nghiém nghi
noi. “Co a, néu phai nghe thém mot cau xin 16i nao nita vé van dé nay, chac
t0i sé xin nghi viéc. Toi c6 thé chiu dung dwgc nhiéu chuyén, ngoai trir viéc
ngwoi khac c nhang xi 1én nhw thé. Co6 hiéu y t6i chit? Tot roi. Nao, thé c
sé cho phép toi di chit?”

“T6i sé lai xe dua ong di,” Phoebe lién néi.

“T6i thich chang bac si tré dwa t6i di hon, néu khong van dé gi. Co vai
chuyén t6i muodn xin y kién cia cau ay.”

Canh ctra dong lai sau lung ho.

Phoebe quay di dé giau doi mat rém 1é. “Chua da dap v chiéc khuon sau
khi ngai tao ra Fred va Molly,” c6 coc can néi. “Ho khéng dang phai hitng
chiu nhitng chuyén thé nay, ay vay ma ho van kién dinh & bén chung ta.
Minh nghi ki r6i, Di a, minh sé chuan bi tinh than dé xudng cai quan ruwgu
thdm hai ay ngay mai. Phai c6 ngudi lam gi db, va nguwoi ay sé la minh.
Fred da xudng quan hang nam troi va khong mot ai, ngoai triv Paddy, chiu
néi chuyén vai 6ng ay. Bang 1€ minh phai lam gi d6.”

Diana nhin guwong mdt gian di¥ ctia ban. “Lam cai gi md&i dugc chi? Ci
chia sting vao ho cho dén khi ho dong y néi chuyén a?”

Phoebe bat cudi. “Khong. Minh sé dé di vang chi con la di vang.”

“Hirm, néu vay, minh sé di v&i cau.” Co6 nhin McLoughlin. “Chiing toi
c6 thé lam thé chit? Gio moi chuyén da két thic r6i phai khong? Trén dién
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thoai, chanh thanh tra rat coc can, nhung c6 vé 6ng ta da budng tha cho
chuing t6i r6i.”

Anh gdt dau. “Pung vay, cac c6 vo t0i.”

“Co phai la tu tit khong?” Phoebe hoi.

“Téi khong nghi thé. Ong ta dang tri roi, chi con nhé dugc vé Streech
thoi. Toi nghi 6ng ta da tu quay lai day, va tim noi nao dé dé chét.”

“Nhung lam sao ong ta biét dwgc vi tri ham trit dong?”

“Tw nhitng tap to roi chong co in ra. Néu c6 dinh mdi chao du khach,
hién nhién ga ra sé 1a mot noi ly twéng dé phat to roi roi. V4&i tdm ban do
trén do, K.C. con biét khu vuedn nay rd hon ca c6.”

“That la khi 6ng ta van nh@ sau chirng ay thoi gian.”

“Tri nhé 1a thé d6,” Diana néi. “Ngudi gia nhd tirng chi tiét vé thoi tho
au nhung khong thé nhé ho da an gi vao bira sang.” Co lac dau. “T6i chang
biét gi vé ong ta, nhung t6i luén cdm thay chua x6t khi nghi dén nhitng
chuyén da xdy dén vdi cha me ctia Phoebe cung nhitng 10i d6i tra cta K.C.
sau do6. Tuy vay,” co nhun vai, “chét kiéu nhu thé, don doc va trang tay. Rat
buén. Nghe c6 vé ngd ngan nhung t6i wéc gi 6ng ta khong cdi quan 4o.
Khong hiéu sao, viéc 6ng ta cdi quan ao lai khién moi chuyén té hon, nhw
thé ong ra dang chi ra rang, song cling chang dé lam gi. Khi sinh ra ching
ta tran trui, va khi vé véi cat bui ching ta cling tran trui nhw thé ma thoi.
Toi c6 cdm gidc rang, vdi 6ng ta, tat cd moi thi xdy ra gitta diém dau va
diém cudi cudc doi déu vo nghia.”

McLoughlin du6i thang nguwoi. “Néu la co, toi sé khong qua da cam vi
chuyén nay dau. Ching ta chi nghe dwgc duy nhat Wally ké lai rang, thi hai
dé tran truong. Toi nghi, c6 thé lao thdy xau hd néu noi that. Sé la khac biét
16n giita viéc lay di quan do ma ngudi khac khong can nira va viéc 16t bé
quan 4o trén mot xac chét va trdém ching.” Anh nhin dong hé. “Con gi khac
nita khong?”

“Chung t6i muén cam on anh,” Phoebe néi.

“Vi céi gi?”
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“Tat ca. Jane. Jonathan. Anne. T4t ca ching t6i.”

Anh gat dau va tién vé canh ctta thong ra hanh lang.

Hai nguoi phu nit nhin nhau.

“Anh sé quay lai cht?” Diana vQi hoi.

Anh khé bat cudi. “Néu bat budc phai thé.”

“Thé nghia la sao?”

Phoebe cudi khic khich. “Minh nghi nghia la anh ay khong dinh di dau.
Anh ay chang thé quay lai néu chwa bao gio roi di, phai vay khong?”

Tiéng sting no va tiéng la hét da kéo Anne tr gidc ngt sau nhd dung thude
an than sang trang thai chap chon va cac gidc mo c ty xuat hién trong dau
co0 nhuv nhitng thwdc phim mau ryc rd. Khong phai ac mong, chi la mot
chudi vo tan nhitng noi chén va guwong mat ma mot vai trong so dé co chi
mang mang nhé. Ching lién ti€p vut qua méot cach siéu thue. Va, tir noi nao
d6, McLoughlin dang ghét dang go lién hoi 1én 16p kinh doi trong dinh thy
d6 sO nay va bdo c6 phdi can dén hai nguwdi dé nhac né 1én néu ho khong
muon bi chén séng trong dé.

Co giat minh ngoi day va nhin anh. Pén canh givong cta c6 da bat sang.
“T6i mo thdy Jon va Lizzie lam dam cwéi,” cd noi, tach riéng mot ki tc ra
khoi dam may lwu trir dong ki (e vira bién mat mai mai.

Anh kéo chiéc ghé liéu gai lai va ng6i xudng. “Néu cho chung thoi gian
va co hoi, c6 1é ching sé lam thé day.”

Co suy nghi vé chuyén dé. “To6i khong bé 16 nhiéu chuyén lam, phai
khong?”

“Con tuy. Chung t6i da tom dugc ké da tdn cong em.” Anh dudi thang
chan va ké cho c6 nghe chi tiét. “Paddy muon toi cung 6ng ay xay dung
mot nha may bia.”

C0 mim cwdi. “Anh c6 thich 6ng 4y khong?”

“Ong ta 1a mot tén khon.”
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“Nhung anh thich 6ng dy phai khong?”

Anh gat dau. “Ong ta luén ty cha. Téi rat thich ong ta.”

“Anh sé hgp tac v6i ong ay chi?”

“Toi khong nghi thé. Chai Pdc biét ctia Paddy rat dé nghién.” Anh nhin
c6 qua mi mat sum sup. “Sang mai, Jon sé trd lai London. Thang bé nho t6i
héi xem em c6 can 1dy lai nhitng 14 thw tinh ciia minh khong. Cau ay bao c6
thé co 1y ching ra truwdc khi di.”

Co nhin ban tay minh. “Anh c6 biét noi thang bé gidu ching khong?”

“T6i biét ching nam trong k& nitt trén cdy soOi gia sau ham trit dong.
Thang bé hoi lo lang khong biét c6 lay lai dwgc khong nén dinh nho téi
giip mot tay.” Anh quan sat gwong mat c6. “To6i c6 nén lam thé khong,
Cattrell?”

“Khong. Cit dé ching nam d6.” C6 ngang dau 1én nhin anh. “Khi hoi
phuc hoan toan, t6i sé 1dy mot chit xi mang va trét 1én tat ca cac ké nit trén
cdy dé nhitng thit chét tiét ay sé chang bao gid nhin thdy anh mat troi nita.
T6i da yéu cau Jon gidu ching - thang bé la nguwdi duy nhat cé mat & do khi
Walsh dwa toi di - nhung t6i mong thang bé la ngudi cudi cung thay ching.
Oi Chua oi, tdi da wdc gi ching thuc sw 1a nhitng 14 thw tinh.” C6 bdng im
lang.

“Chung la gi?”

“Nhitng tdm anh.”

“Chup David Maybury?”

Co gat dau.

“Sau khi Phoebe giét han?”

Co lai gat dau.

“Mot trong nhitng chinh sach bdo hiém noi tiéng ctia em ding khong?
Toi nghi vay.”

Co thd dai. “T6i chwa bao gio nghi ching toi sé thoat toi. Toi lwru lai mot
ban phong treong hgp cai xac bi tim ra va Phoebe can bién ho.” Gwong mat
c6 sau ndo. “Chinh t6i da tw chup ching. Nhitng bitrc dnh kinh khing, vo
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cung kinh khting, chup David hai tuan sau khi Phoebe giét han, chup chinh
Phoebe. Trong c6 ay dién ro dén mic anh khong thé tin néi dé la cing mot
nguoi, chup nhitng gi bon pha hoai gay ra, chup ndm mo t6i xay trong tang
ham. T6i khéng bao gio muon thay lai ching.”

“Keé toi nghe di, Anne.”

Co hit vao mot hoi that sau. “David quay lai vao dung cai dém ngoi nha
bi cuép pha. R6 rang sé c6 lic han xuat hién, nhung lai chon ding dém
do6...” Co lac dau. “Pwong nhién, han khong biét. Han sé khong trd lai néu
nam dwgc tinh hinh. Cita nha bi hang dong do6 dac chan lai, nén han vao
qua ctra tang ham, Phoebe dang & trong bép va c6 ay nghe thdy tiéng han
lan mo dwéi tang ham t6i den.” P6i mat co6 kiém tim anh mat anh. “Anh
phai hiéu c6 ay cam thay so hai dén mic nao. C6 ay twdng dam say rugu
quay tré lai dé giét co ay va I tré.”

“Toi hiéu.”

“Phoebe nhat thit nang nhat tim dwgc, mot céi riu boé cti hang Aga, va
khi han buwéc chan qua nguwdng civa, co dy da bé doi dau han.”

“C0 dy c6 nhan ra han khéng?”

“Y anh 13, Phoebe c6 biét d6 chinh 1a David khi c6 ay giét hdn khong a?
T6i nghi la khong. Dién bién qua nhanh. Sau do6, chac chan ¢6 ay c6 nhan
ra han.”

Hai nguwoi im lang mot lic 1au. “Bay gio em cé thé goi canh sat dén,”
cudi cung anh lén tiéng. “Véi bang chitng vé nhitng chuyén xdy ra dém do,
co ay co thé 1ay ly do ty vé dé bao chita cho minh, va sé thoat td6i ma khong
gdp rac roi nao hét.”

Anne nhin chdm cham xu6ng ban tay. “T6i sé lam thé néu t6i dugc biét.
Nhung Jon khong goi cho t6i sudt hai tuan lién.” Co dwa tay che mat nhw
dé khoi phai thady nhitng bitrc anh dang sg. “Phoebe r6 rang khong con chut
ki tc nao vé khoang thoi gian hai tuan d6. Diéu duy nhat c6 dy lam dwoc
tredc khi bi soc dén mat hét 1y tri 1a 16i xac David xuéng nhitng bac thang
cta tang ham va choét canh cwra lai. Li tré khong bao gid hay biét. Jon goi
dién cho t6i chi vi su6t hai tuan trdi Phoebe c nhét ching trong phong
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ngu, duy tri sy song cho chiing bang thitc an dong hop duv trit trong ta bép.
Thang bé 1ay dwoc chia khoa trong ltic me ngu thiép di, 1én ra khoéi phong
ngu va goi dién lién tuc cho dén khi t6i trd 16i.” Nhitng giot 1é dang day va
chay tran khéi mi mat theo dong ki &c. Jon chi méi 11 tudi, van chi la mot
dita bé, va thang bé bao né sé co hét sitc, nhung né nghi Jane v6i me can
mot ngudi trong nom ti¥ t8.” C6 lau nudc mét. “Oi, Chia oi, tdi xin 16i. Ci¥
moi lan nghi lai la t6i lai khéc. Thang bé han phai hoang sg 1am. Nén t6i
1ap titc dén day ngay.”

Dot nhién, trong c6 vo cung mét moi. “Toi khong thé dén cho canh sét,
McLoughlin a. C6 4y mat tri, con hai da tré thi hau nhw khong néi dugc
gi. Toi twdng Phoebe da tw dap pha ngdi nha sau khi giét David. Khong c6
gi chitng minh ng6i nha bi dap pha tir trudc. Dau cé di chang nita, thi
Walsh sé dwa ra két luan chét tiét gi day? D6 sé la mot con ac mong. Tat ca
nhitng gi t6i c6 thé nghi ra la phai dat lgi ich cda li tré 1én trén hét, béi
chinh cha Phoebe da nho t6i lam thé khi 6ng ki gidy uy thac. Bat 1gi ich cia
ching 1én hang dau, dong nghia véi viéc gitt me ching tranh xa khoi bénh
vién tdm than trong mot nha tu nao do.” Co6 thd dai. “Thé nén, suo6t mot
thoi gian, t6i dd mua da xam ti* cac ctra hang & khap mién Nam Hampshire.
Tirng chit trng chit mot. Toi phai tim cach dé dat ching vira vao xe cia
Phoebe. T6i khong dam thué ai van chuyén. Roi t6i khod minh trong tang
ham va bit cai dong ghé tdm hoi ham da tirng 1a David do6 phia sau mot birc
twong gia.” Co bit miéng non khan. “Han van & dé. Bitc twong chwa bao
gio bi dong tdi. Diana da xudng kiém tra sau khi Fred phét hién ra cai xac
trong ham trit dong. Ching t6i so hai, rang c6 thé bang cach nao dé han da
thoat ra ngoai.”

“Fred c6 biét khong?”

“Khong. Chi c6 Diana, Phoebe va t6i.”

“Va Phoebe biét viéc minh lam ch&?”

“0, c6 chit. Phai mat chiit thoi gian, nhung cudi cling c6 dy ciing nhé lai
tat cd. C6 ay muon ty thu khoang bon nam truwdc, nhung chiing t6i da thuyét
phuc dugc ¢6 ay. Jane 14 tudi ma chi nang gan 29 can. Diana véi tdi bao
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rang, hon ca Phoebe, con bé méi la ngudi can sy an yén trong tam hon.” Co6
lai hit sdu. “Nghia la ching t6i sé chang bao gio c6 thé ban dién trang,
dwong nhién roi. Theo dinh luat Murphy*, bat cit ai mua n6 ciing sé pha tan
tang ham dé cai tao thanh mot bé tdm nwdc nong.” Co khé cwdi. “Theé thi di
doi. Nhung nhin ba chiing t6i Iic nay, toi biét tat ca nhitng viéc minh lam
déu xitng dang.” D6i mat dam nuwdc anh 1én niém kién dinh ma c6 chang
can néi thanh 10i.

Anh nam 14y tay c6. “T6i c6 thé ndi gi day? Lan tGi, khi t6i bat dau l1én
giong day bao em phéi séng cudc doi minh ra sao, xin hdy nhac t6i nhg
rang, em la nguwdi hiéu ré chuyén dé hon bat ki ai khac nhé.” Anh mon trén
nhitng ngén tay co. “T6i c6 thé dung nhitng bitc anh cia em dé bat Walsh
va Barnes phadi tra gia vi nhitng gi ho da lam v&i Phoebe.”

“Khong,” c6 néi ngay. “Khdéng ai nén biét dén sy ton tai cua ching,
ngoai tr* anh va toi. Phoebe va Diana ciing khong biét. Hay c dé ching &
d6. Toi da mo thdy cai chét qua thwong xuyén roi. Du gi, Phoebe cling
khong muén thé dau. Walsh da diang. Chinh co dy da giét David.”

Anh gat dau va quay mat di. M6t lac sau anh méi n6i. “Dém nay vg t6i
da quay lai.”

C6 ép minh mim cuoi. “Anh vui ch?”

“Thanh thyc ma néi thi t6i cling vui.” Co6 c6 gang rut tay minh khoi tay
anh, nhung anh cang siét chat.

“Vay toi cling thay mirng cho anh. Anh cé nghi lan nay moi chuyén sé
on khong?”

“Q, c6 chit. Toi dang nghi dén chuyén roi khoi nganh. Em thay sao?”

“Sé giup chuyén gia dinh dé dang hon. Ti 1€ ly hon trong nganh canh sat
la dién hinh lu6n day.”

“Quén nhitng van dé thuc tién di. Hay khuyén t6i, vi chinh t6i day nay.”

“T6i khong thé. Anh phdi tw minh quyét dinh. Diéu duy nhat t6i c6 thé
néi, la du anh lya chon diéu gi, hdy ddm bdo anh séng dwogc v6i nd.” Co
then thung nhin anh. “Trwdc day, t6i han da sai lam, anh biét day. To6i nghi
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ro rang anh da ding khi chon nghé canh sat, va néu khong c6 anh, nganh
canh sat sé té hai hon day.”

Anh gt dau. “Con em? By gio em sé lam gi?”

C6 mim cudi rang r&. “O, nhw binh thudng thoi. Xong vao vai thanh
quach nao do, quyén rii mot hodc hai chang thg diéu khac.”

Anh nhe rang cuwdi. “Htrm, tredc khi lam thé, em c6 thé gitp to6i mot tay
dwédi tang ham dwgce khong? Chi mot dém thoi. T6i nghi gio 1a lic dé pha
bo bitc twong réi, va David Maybury sé bién di mai mai. Ping lo. Sé khong
kho chiu lam dau. Sau chitng dy nam, sé chi con sét lai chut it thoi, va lan
nay ching ta sé vinh vién thoat khoi han.”

“Cur dé yén khong t6t hon sao?”

“Khong.”

“Sao khong?”

“Bai vi, Cattrell a, néu Phoebe khong dwoc giai thoat khéi han, ca em lan
Diana sé bi tréi budc vao ngoi nha nay mai mai.”

Co0 nhin khodng t6i xa xam phia sau anh. Anh chang hiéu gi hét. Ngay ca
lic nay, ho van c bi tréi budc. Pa qua lau réi. Ho déu mat di sy ty tin can
thiét dé bat dau lai.

Anh khé siét nhitng ngon tay c6 va dieng day. “Thoi, tot hon hét t6i nén
di ngu day.”

Co gat dau, doi mat 1ap lanh. “Tam biét, McLoughlin. Chiic anh lu6n
may man, that sy day.”

Anh cao cao mot bén mdt minh. “T0i nghi, em sé khong cho t6i mugn
mot cai goi dau nhi? Va c6 1&€ mot cai ban chai trong nha tam nira?”

“Pé lam gi?”

“T6i chang c6 cho nao dé di ca. T6i bao em roi, vg toi da trd lai. Toi sé
bi nguyén ria néu danh thém bdy nam nita bén c6 dy mat. T6i di khoi nha
r6i.” Anh quan sat nu cwdi ctia c6. “Toi o twdng lan nay sé dwgc ngh cung
mot nguwoi ban chit.”

“Kiéu ban nhw thé nao?”
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“Oi, t6i khong biét. Mot ké hgm hinh, ich ki, hoai nghi thi sao? Ngudi
khong chiu dung n6i nhitng m6i quan hé, khong wa tat cd moi ngudi va
luén ché nhao ho ay?”

Co khé cuoi. “bung la nhw vay.”

“Puong nhién réi. Chung ta cé rat nhiéu diém chung. M6 td nhu thé vé
toi cling khong sai.”

“Anh sé khong thich séng ¢ day dau.”

“R0 rang cting nhw em thoi. Glasgow thi thé nao?”

“Chung ta sé lam gi ¢ do?”

“Kham pha, Cattrell, kham pha.”

Do6i mat c6 1ap lanh. “Anh sé khong chap nhan 16i tir choi, phdi khong
McLoughlin?”

“Phai.”

“Thé anh con chd cai khi gi niva?”

Adh xR AR
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‘Roi moi th... c6 thé xdy ra’: Cau noi ctia nha triét hoc nguwoi Phap

Voltaire trong tac pham Candide
nhom Tranh dau: Nhém theo chi nghia Trotsky trong Bang Lao dong Anh

Guy Fawkes: Thanh Vién ctia nhém tin d6 cong gido Anh dwogc giao nhiém
vu am sat vua Jame

‘Lac thu... tan mai mai’: L.oi bai tho Tam O’Shanter ctia Robert Burns.

Marie Stopes: Nha hoat dong dau tranh cho quyén phu nit, bao vé sitc khoé
sinh san.

Raquel Welch: Dién vién, ca si ngwoi My, biéu tuwgng sex quoc té.
Stourhead: Dia diém tham quan du lich no6i tiéng & Anh.

Flona Richmond: Nir dién vién, nguwdi mau Anh, la biéu twgng sex ctia thap
nién 1970.

Mussolini: Benito Amilcare Andrea Mussolini. Trim phat xit Y.

Tay_London: Khu vyc tap trung nhiéu nguoi giau, nha & sang trong tai
London.

Jumping Jack Flash: Bai hat cua ban nhac The Rolling Stones.
Mother’s Litter Helper: Bai hat cia ban nhac The Rolling Stones.

I Can’t Get No Satisfaction: Mot bai hat caa nhom The Rolling Stones.

‘Chinh nhitng viréng mac... hén mat’: Trich Hamlet, h6i 3,canh 1

am dieu kho nghe: Bai tho “Gui con ran” va cau néi nay cua McLoughlin
déu dung phwong ngit Scotland.
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chi tay vao mat: Hanh dong ctia cyu cau tha ngudi Anh Gary Lineker
huwéng vé khan dai ctia doi Anh khi dong doi Gazza cta 6ng bat khoc trong
World Cup 1990 tai Italia.

Pat Boone: Ca si, nhac si, nha soan nhac, nha van va ngudi dan chuwong
trinh ndi tiéng nguoi My.

Theo dinh luat Murphy la cdu cach ngon trao phing: Néu moi chuyén cé

thé dién tién xau di, thi nhat dinh sé dién tién xau di.

Charles Atlas: dugc vi nhw 6ng té cia b6 mon thé hinh trén thé gidi.

“an toan” va “két” trong tiéng Anh la cing mat tur.
Mot hon ddo & Pong Nam A.

N tac gid ngwoi Anh chuyén viét truyén danh cho thiéu nhi. IPM tirng xuat
ban mot bo truyén cua ba la series Toa thap Malory, nam 2010.

Ca ri dac trung caa An Do (thwong la thit lon dugc tdm wép nau véi rugu
vang va toi).

La mot tro c@ bac tan nhan, thinh hanh trong Thé chién 1. Luét choi: Cho
mot hodc nhiéu vién dan vao 6 dan ctia khau sung ngan. Cac ngwoi choi lan
lwgt dwa sung 1én dau minh va bép co.

Dia diém xdy ra nhiéu vu giét nguwdi hang loat khodng nhitng nam 1940 dén
nhitng nam 1950 tai Anh.

Mot bai tho ndi tiéng khac ctia Robert Burns.

Tam dich tr World at War. M6t b phim tai liéu truyén hinh néi tiéng cta
Anh vé Thé chién 2.

Nhitng nam dién vién dep trai nhat moi thoi dai.
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Nhan vat chinh trong series phim hai Minder, ké vé thé gi6i toi pham &
London.

Vung bo bién Dia Trung Hai & Tay Ban Nha.
Nha van va tac gia hoi ki ngwoi Birc goc Do Thai. Tac pham Nhat ki Anne
Frank ctia ba ghi chép lai cudc doi an ndu cua minh khi quan doi Pirc Quoc

xa chiém dong Ha Lan toong Thé chién 2.

Huén chwong cia Nit hoang Anh trao tdng nhitng ca nhan hodc t6 chic c6
hoat dong thién nguyén mang lai 1gi ich cho cong dong.

Ngudi yéu cua than Vé ni.
Bai hat Scot wha hae, 10i tho Robert Burns.

Montgomery la vi twéng nguwdi Anh noi tiéng nhat trong Thé chién 2, dugc
biét dén v4i biét danh Monty.

Cach phat am cua K.C. twong tw nhu Casey.

Nha van, nha viét kich ndi tiéng nguoi Ireland, tirng doat gidi Nobel Van
hoc nam 1969.

Trich “A Red, Red Rose” cua Robert Burns.
Nha van noi tiéng cua Ireland, cling la m6t nguwdi dong tinh.

Tén toi pham khét tiéng cam dau bang Nha Maison ¢ My.
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