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M¢é Pau
Doc gia than mén,

Khi ban cam 1én quyén sach nay chac chan ban dd nham lan, cho nén
lam on hdy b6 n6 xudéng. Ai ma lai dé tam dén loai sach ké vé cudc song
cua Violet, Klaus va Sunny Baudelaire bao gio, bdi vi tirtng giay tung phut
chung & ngoi lang V.F.D da dugc ghi lai mot cach trung thue va chinh xac
tirng trang giay.

To6i nghi chang c6 bat ky ly do gi dé nguwdi ta muén mé mot quyén sach
chita day nhitng van dé kho6 chiu nhw may con qua di tra, dam dong gian
dit, mot tieu dé bai bao, bat gitt nguwoi vo t0i, cai Xa Lim Sang Trong, va
mot dong non ki la.

D6 1a cong viéc trang trong va thiéng liéng dé tim toi ting chi tiét vé
cudc song cua bon tré nha Baudelaire r6i viét ching lai, nhung ban c6 thé

thich lam mot s6 diéu trang trong va thiéng liéng khac, nhw doc mot quyén
sach khac chang han

V@i tat ca sy ton trong,

Lemony Snicket
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Loi Tac Gia
Danh tang Beatrice,
Khi ta & bén nhau, anh cdm thdy khéng thé duoc.

Giong nhuw em lic nay.
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Chuong 1

Van dé khong phai ban la ai, ban séng & dau, va bao nhiéu nguoi dang
san lung ban, ma van dé la nhitng tht ban khong doc thwdng quan trong
nhw nhitng thit ban doc. Vi du, ban dang di trén nui, ban khong doc bién
bado "Coi chirng vach nai" vi dang ban doc mdt cudn truyén cuwdi, roi bat
thinh linh ban sé thdy minh dang di trén khong khi thay vi may tang da
cttng cap. Néu ban dang nwéng banh cho ban be, nhung lai doc bai "Cach
Poéng Ghé" thay vi sach nau an, cai banh cia ban chac chan sé c6 vi nhw go
va may cay dinh chit khong phdi 1a cai banh phu day trai cay. Va néu doc
cuén sach nay thay vi mot cai gi do vui vé hon, thi ban sé thady ban than
minh rén ri trong tuyét vong thay vi uén éo trong niém vui, nén néu ban
con tinh tdo thi hay dat quyén sach nay xudéng va lya mét cuén khac. Vi du,
t0i biét mot cudn sach c6 tén "Con yéu tinh bé nhé nhat", chuyén ké vé mot
ngwoi dan 6ng nho xiu chu du khap Tién Gidi vGi da cudc phiéu lwu dé
thwong, cho nén ban phai mot lan doc "Con yéu tinh bé nhé nhat", lan 16n
triréc nhitng thit dang yéu dién ra véi sinh vat he cau nay ¢ mot noi bay
bdng, hon 1a doc cudn sach nay réi chim dam trong nhitng th kinh khing
xdy dén véi bon tré mo coi nha Baudelaire trong ngoi lang toi dang viét ra
nhitng tir nay. Sw dau kho, khén khé va Itra loc chita day trong tirng trang
gidy nay rat dang so nén quan trong hon hét la ban dirng doc thém nita.

Ngay khi cau chuyén nay bat dau, bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire chac
chan wdc rang ching khong doc td bao trdc mat ching. Mot to béo, toi
chac ban ciing biét, 1a mot bo swu tap nhitng cau chuyén dwoc cho la that,
duwgc viét béi cac tac gia, nhitng nguwoi da chitng kién viéc xdy ra hodc noi
chuyén véi nhitng ngwoi da lam no. Nhitng tac gia dé dugc goi la phong
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vién, cling nhu tong dai vién, ngudi mo thit, nit dién vién mda ba 1€, va
nguoi don dep sau cudc dua ngwa, phong vién doi khi cling nham lan. Va
day chac chan la treong hgp dé doi véi trang bia cua t@ Daily Punctilio
xuat ban ldc sang ma bon tré nha Baudelaire dang doc trong van phong cua
ong Poe. Tiéu dé "CAP SONG SINH BI BAT BOI BA TUOC OMAR?",
chi em n6 nhin nhau ngd ngang vai su sai s6t ma phong vién to Daily
Punctilio gay ra.

" 'Duncan va Isadora Quagmire'." Violet doc 16n " 'Anh em sinh doi dwogc
biét 1a nhitng thanh vién duy nhét con song sét ctia gia dinh Quagmire, da
bi bat c6c badi ba twdc Omar khét tiéng. Omar dang bi canh sat truy na véi
nhiéu t6i danh kinh khing, va rat dé nhan dang bdi hang 16ng may mot
dwong va hinh xam con mat trén mat ca chan trdi. Omar cling bat c6c Esmé
Squalor, ¢6 van tai chinh quan trong thi sau thanh phé khong rd 1y do'.
Ugh!" Di nhién t "Ugh!" khong phai trong bdo, nhung do6 1a diéu Violet
thot 1én nhw mot cach noéi 1a né qua chan nan dé doc thém nita. "Néu chi
sang ché cai gi d6 cau tha nhw bai bao nay." N6 n6i "N6 sé bién lién ngay
1ap titc." Violet, muwoi bon tudi, dita con cd nha Baudelaire, mot nha sang
ché thong minh, tan dung thdoi gian v6i mai téc dwoc cot bang sgi ruy bang
gitt toc khong vuén mat khi né suy nghi vé mot thiét bi may moc mai.

"Con néu em doc cudn sach nao cau tha nhw vay." Klaus néi "Em sé
khong them ghi nhé bat i diéu gi." Klaus, dita con thit nha Baudelaire, da
doc rat nhiéu sach hon nhitng dita & tudi n6, gin muoi ba. O nhiéu thoi
khac quan trong, chi em phu né thudc vao nhitng kién thitc cé ich ma né
ghi nhé tir cudn sach titng doc nhiéu nam truéc.

"Krechin!" Sunny noi, dita em ut nha Baudelaire, la da bé khong 16n
hon qua dwa hau. Giéng nhiéu dia bé khac, Sunny thwdng noéi nhitng tr
nglt khé hiéu, nhw 1a "Krechin!" nghia 1a "Néu em dung bon cai rang can
cai gi do6 cau tha, thi em sé khong thém dé lai dau rang trén né dau!"
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Violet dwa to bao t¢i gan mot trong may cai dén doc sach ctia 6ng Poe
trong van phong va bat dau dém so6 16i sai xudt hién trong bai bao trong
may cau n6 vira doc. "Diéu thit nhat." N6 néi "Cac ban nha Quagmire
khong phai sinh d6i. Ho l1a anh em sinh ba. Thyc té thi anh ctia ho da thiét
mang trong con hda hoan thiéu chét ba me ho, diéu dé ciing khong thay doi
duoc dac diém sinh ra.

"Di nhién la khong r6i." Klaus dong y "Va ho bi bat c6c bdi ba tuwéc
Olaf, khong phéi 1a Omar. Pa rat kho tim khi Olaf luon ludn céi trang, ma
gio t0 bao con viét sai tén."

"Esmé!" Sunny thém vao, anh chi né gat dau. Bita con 1t dang no6i dén
phan ma bai bao nhac téi Esmé Squalor. Esmé va chong ba ta, Jerome, gan
day la nguoi giam ho cda bon tré nha Baudelaire, bon tré tdn mat chitng
kién rang Esmé khong bi ba twdc Olaf bat céc. Esmé da bi mat gitp Olaf
v6&i am muu tham doc, roi tron thoat vai ong dy vao phut cudi.

"Va 'khong 1o 1y do' la cai sai 16n nhat." Violet rau 1i néi "Ly do ho
khong r6. Nhung ta biét. Ta biét ly do Esmé, ba tuwdc Olaf va dong bon cta
Olaf phai lam nhiéu diéu khing khiép. Bé&i vi ho 1a nhitng con ngudi khiing
khiép." Violet dat t& Daily Punctilio xudng nhin quanh van phong ctia 6ng
Poe r6i ciing em no théd dai buon rau. Bon tré mo6 co6i nha Baudelaire thé dai
khong phai vi nhitng thit chung doc, ma la cho nhitng th ching chwa doc.
Bai bao khong dé cap rang bon tré nha Quagmire va Baudelaire déu mat ba
me do hda hoan, ro6i ho déu dé lai khoi tai san khong 16 phia sau, nén ba
twgc Olaf da nung ndu Ién nhitng ké hoach tham doc chi dé chiém doat hét
s0 do. To bao khong ghi bon tré nha Quagmire bi bat trong khi gidp bon tré
nha Baudelaire tron thoat khoi nanh vuot cta ba twéc Olaf, roi bon tré nha
Baudelaire xém gidi cttu bon tré nha Quagmire, nhwng roi chiing bi bat di
lan nita. Phong vién viét bai khong dé cap nhitng chuyén nhw Duncan
Quagmire coi minh la nha bao, con Isadore Quagmire coi minh la mot nha
tho, moi dira déu gilr mGt cudn so tay du di bat cit dau va trong cudn so tay
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cta ching c6 viét nhitng bi mat khing khiép ching kham pha duwgc vé ba
twgc Olaf, nhwng nhitng gi bon tré mé c6i nha Baudelaire biét dugc vé bi
mat nay la tw viét tat V.F.D, Violet, Klaus va Sunny ltc nao ciing nghi dén
ba chit nay va chiing dai dién cho thi¢ kinh khiing nao. Nhung sau tét ca,
bon tré nha Baudelaire khong biét duwgc tir nao vé céi thue té anh em nha
Quagmire la ban t6t caa chiing, ba chi em no6 rat lo lang cho anh em nha
Quagmire, moi dém khi ching c6 nga, dau ching lai day ap nhitng hinh
anh khing khiép vé nhitng gi cé thé xdy ra vdi ban ching, nhitng con nguoi
chac chan la niém vui duy nhat trong doi bon tré nha Baudelaire ké tir khi
ching nhan duoc tin con héa hoan giét chét ba me minh va mét loat cac sw
viéc khong may dudi theo chiing bat cit dau. Bai viét ctia td Daily Punctilio
chac chan khong dé cap dén nhitng chi tiét d6 vi phong vién viét bai khong
biét nhitng diéu d6, hay nghi chiing khéng quan trong, nhung bon tré nha
Baudelaire biét chiing, va ba chi em ng6i vé&i nhau mot lic va am tham nghi
vé nhitng chi tiét rat rat quan trong.

Mot trang ho dén tir ctira van phong, kéo ching ra khoi suy nghi, va bon
tré nha Baudelaire quay sang nhin thdy 6ng Poe ho vao cai khan tay trang.
Ong Poe 1a mot nhan vién ngan hang, ngudi duge giao trong trach chim coi
I{i tré mo cOi sau tran chay va t6i rat tiéc khi néi ong dy rat dé pham sai
lam, mot cum tir & day c6é nghia la "Ludn luén ho va dat ba dita nhé nha
Baudelaire vao nhitng noi nguy hiém". Nguwoi giam ho dau tién 6ng Poe tim
thay cho tui nhé la ba twdc Olaf, va ngwdi giam ho gan day nhat ong ay tim
cho ching la Esmé Squalor, con gitta do thi ong ta dua tui nho vao mot loat
cac tinh hudng cé vé khong vui. Sang nay ching dwgc yéu cau tim hiéu vé
ngo6i nha mdéi, nhung cho tGi gio nhitng gi 6ng Poe lam dwgc la may con ho
roi dé ching & lai véi to bao té nhat.

"Chao budi sang mdy dita." Ong Poe néi "Xin 16i d& mdy dita chd, nhung
tir khi ta thang chitc Ph6é Chu Tich Phu Trach Van Bé Tré M6 Coi ta rat rat
ban ron. Cho nén, viéc tim nha méi cho may dita trd thanh viéc vit." Ong
ta buwdc dén ban lam viéc phu mot dong gidy to roi ngbi xuodng cai ghé 16n.
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"Ta c6 goi cho nhiéu ba con xa, nhung ho déu nghe la tat ca nhitng chuyén
kinh khing sé rinh rdp xdy ra cho nhitng noi may dira tgi. Ciing dé hiéu
thoi, ho e ngai vé ba twdc Olaf néu dong y nubi may dira. 'E ngai' c6 nghia
la 'lo lang'. Hon nita..."

Mot trong ba cai dién thoai trén ban ong Poe ngat 10i 6ng dy bang mot
tiéng reo 6n ao, kho nghe. "Xin 16i." Nguwoi nhan vién ngan hang ndi vai tui
nhé roi bit dau néi vao 6ng nghe "Poe day. O ké. O ké. O ké. T6i ciling nghi
vay. O ké. O ké. Cam on 6ng Fagin." Ong Poe clip may va danh dau lén
mot trong cac to gidy trén ban. "6 1a ngwdi ba con thit mudi chin cia may
dita." Ong Poe néi "Va 1a niém hi vong cudi cling cua ta. Ta nghi ta c6 thé
thuyét phuc 6ng 4y cham may dita, vai thang théi, nhung 6ng ta tir choi.
Ciing khong d6 16i cho 6ng ta dwgc. Ta con lo cai danh ké gay r6i ciia mdy
dwra tham chi con anh hwdng uy tin cua ngan hang nay."

"Nhung tui chadu khong gay r6i." Klaus n6i "Ba twdc Olaf méi 1a ké gay
r6i."

Ong Poe cam ldy t& béo tir tui nhé va doc can than "A, ta chic 1a cau
chuyén trong t0 Daily Punctilio sé gitip chinh quyén bat dugc Olaf, r6i ba
con may dita sé bdt e ngai."

"Nhung ma cdu chuyén dé day sai sét." Violet néi "Chinh quyén tham
chi sé khong biét dwgc tén that. To bao goi 6ng ta la Omar."

"Bai viét cling 1am ta that vong." Ong Poe néi "Phéng vién néi sé in hinh
bac bén canh bai viét, vdi tiéu dé vé viéc thang chirc caa ta. Ta da cat mot
qua dau that dac biét. N6 sé lam vo con ta rat ti hao khi thiy tén ta trén
bao, nén ta hiéu sao may dira that vong khi bai viét lai néi vé anh em sinh
d6i nha Quagmire, thay vi ghi may dira.”

"Tui chau dau c6 quan tam tGi viéc dugc in tén lén bao." Klaus noi
"Pong thoi, anh em nha Quagmire sinh ba chi khong phai sinh doi."
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"Cai chét ctia anh tui né da thay déi dic diém sinh ra r6i." Ong Poe
nghiém khac gidi thich "Nhung ta khong cé thdi gian noéi vé viéc nay.
Ching ta can tim..."

MGt cai dién thoai khac reo l1én va 6ng Poe xin 16i lan nita "Poe day."
Ong néi vao 6ng nghe "Khong. Khong. Khong. Cé. Cé. Cé. To6i khong
quan tdm. Tam biét." Ong 4y clip mdy roi ho vao cai khan tay tring trudc
khi chui miéng r6i quay sang tui nhé lan nita "Cudc goi do gidi quyét hét
van dé ctia may dita roi." Ong tir tdn noi.

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau. Ba twéc Olaf bi bat r6i sao? Hay ai do6
vuia phat minh ra mot cach quay ngugc thoi gian va cttu ba me chung khoi
vu héa hoan khung khiép d6? Lam sao ma tat cd van dé cta ching dugc
gidi quyét bang mot cudc goi tdi nhan vién ngan hang?

"Plinn?" Sunny hoi.

Ong Poe cudi "May dita nghe cau ndy chwa?" Ong ta néi " 'Can mot ngoi

lang dé nu6i mot dira bé' "

Bon tré nhin nhau lan nita, ching bét hi vong hon. Trich dan mot cau
cham ngon, cling gidng nhu tiéng cho sua hay mui béng céi bi nau qua
chin, hiém khi chi ra dwgc diéu gi c6 ich lgi. Mot cau cham ngon, don gidn
chi 1a m6t nhém nhé nhitng tr ngt dugc sap xép theo mdt thit tw nhat dinh
thi nghe m@i van, nhung thong thuwong nguwdi ta c6 khuynh hwéng néi nhw
vay nhu thé ho dang noéi diéu gi dé bi an va tham thuy.

"Ta biét n6 nghe c6 vé bi an." Ong Poe néi tiép "Nhung mot cau cham
ngon thi chac chan rat thdm thudy. 'Can mot ngoi lang dé nudi mot dira bé'
nghia la trach nhiém nudi nang con em la cia moi ngwdi trong xa hoi."

"Chau nghi chdu doc mot s6 diéu vé cau cham ngon nay trong sach vé
nguwoi Pygmy, Mbuti." Klaus n6i "Bac gwti chung chau dén séng & Africa
sao?"
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"Pitng ¢6 ngd ngan." Ong Poe néi nhuw thé hang triéu ngudi song &
Africa déu ngd ngan "Do6 la cudc goi cua chinh quyén thanh phé. Mot s6
ngoi lang lan can da dang ky chwong trinh nguwdi giam ho méi dya theo cau
cham ngon 'Can mo6t ngdi lang dé nudi mot dita bé'. Tré mo c6i dugc giri
t6i may ngbi lang d6 va nhitng nguwoi song ¢ d6 cung nhau nudi ching.
Thong thwong, ta uing ho kiéu gia dinh truyén thong nhiéu hon, nhung diéu
nay that sy tién 1gi, vi ba me may di chic lai rang may dita phai dwgc nudi
duwdng theo cach tién lgi nhat c6 thé ma."

"Y bac 1a toan bd ngdi lang sé& lo cho chiing chau?" Violet héi "Cé rat
nhiéu nguwdi luén do."

"A, ta nghi 1a ho s& thay phién." Ong Poe néi, vudt cim "Cht khong
giong nhuw may dita sé dugc ba ngam ngudi dwa di nga cung lic."

"Snoita!" Sunny ré 1én. Y con bé 1a "Chau muén duwgc anh chi dwa di
ngu, khong phai la nguoi la!" Nhung ong Poe ban tim cai gi do va khong
tra 10i con bé.

"RO rang ta dugc giri mot cuén sach nhé vé cai chwong trinh nay may
tuan trude.” Ong ay noéi "Nhung ta nghi né lac dau do trén ban roi. Oh, day
roi. Ty coi di."

Ong Poe ruén ngudi qua cai ban dwa cho chiing cuén sadch nhé mau mé,
va bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire cam lay coi. Trén bia la cdu chdm ngon
'Can mot ngoi lang dé nudi mot dira bé' viét bang kiéu chir hoa hoe, bén
trong cudn sach nho la hinh may dita con nit cwdi chanh banh khién miéng
bon tré nha Baudelaire chi can nhin ciing thdy dau. Vai doan van giai thich
99% tré mo coOi tham gia vao chwong trinh nay rat vui mirng vi dwoc ca
lang cham séc, va cac ngdi lang dugc liét ké & trang sau déu ham hé tré
thanh nguwdi gidm ho cho bat ct dita bé nao mat ba me. Ba dita nhé hinh
tam hinh cudi toe toét, doc cau cham ngon hoa hoe ma cam thdy cén cao
trong bao tt. Ching cam thdy hoi hoi lo lang khi c6 nguyén ngoi lang lam
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giam ho. Pa da xa la khi ching dwgc cham s6c bdi nhiéu nguwdi ba con.
Vay sé la nhu thé nao khi hang trdm nguwoi dang c6 dong gia lam gia dinh
Baudelaire?

"Bac co6 nghi chung chau sé an toan khai ba twdc Olaf." Violet hoi do dy
"Néu chiing chau song vGi toan bd ngoi lang?"

"Ta nén nghi vay." Ong Poe néi va ho vao cai khin tay "V&i toan b ngdi
lang cham soc, chéau sé chac chan dugce an toan hon bao gio hét. Thém nita,
nho cau chuyén trong td Daily Punctilio, ta chac Omar sé bi bat lién."

"Olaf." Klaus stra lai.

"A diing r6i." Ong Poe néi "Béc vo y néi 'Omar’. Gid thi, c6 nhitng ngoi
lang nao dwgc liét ké trong cudn sach nho? May dita c6 thé tw chon nha
ma&i néu thich."

Klaus 1at cudén sach nhé va doc tir danh sach lang "Paltryville." N6 néi
"N6 & cho Trai Cwa Lucky Smells. Chiing ta c6 thai gian kinh khing & d6."

"Calten!" Sunny hét 1én, nghia 1a "Em khong tré lai d6 dé uéng tra Trung
Quoc dau!"

"Ngbi lang tiép theo trong danh sach la Tedia." Klaus no6i "Tén nay thi
quen thugc véi em."

"Gan cho chi Monty song." Violet n6i "Dirng song & do - sé lam ching
ta nhd chu Monty hon thoi."

Klaus gat dau dong tinh "Tiép d6." N6 néi "Ngoi lang gan Lousy Lane,
nén chac chan mui né nhw cdi ngya. Pay la ngdi lang em chwa nghe bao gio
- Ophelia."
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"Khéng, dirng." Ong Poe néi "Ta khong dé may dita séng & cling lang
v&i ngan hang Ophelia. N6 la mot trong may ngan hang ta khong thich, va
ta khong muon di qua né moi lan dén tham may dira."

"Zounce!" Sunny néi nghia 1a "V¢& van!" Nhung Klaus day né bang cai
cui ché va chi ngdi lang ké tiép trong cudn sach nho, ré6i Sunny nhanh
chong doi tong, c6 y nghia la ngay lap titc n6i "Gounce!", nghia la "Séng &
do di!"

"A du." Klaus néi, va chi chi né diéu ma Sunny va né dang néi t6i.
Violet hét hai, ba chi em né nhin nhau r6i lai cdm thay con cao trong bung.
Nhwng lan nay it lo lang ma c6 mot chat it hi vong hon - mét hi vong c6 thé
cudc goi cudi cung ctia ong Poe c6 thé that sw gidi quyét hét moi chuyén, va
c6 thé nhitng gi chiing doc ngay trong quyén sach nhé nay sé tré nén quan
trong hon nhitng gi chung khong doc trong bao. Dudi cung cua danh sach
cac ngobi lang, bén dudi Paltryville, Tedia va Ophelia va thit quan trong nhat
ma ching doc dugce sang nay. In hoa, ngay trang sau ctia cuén sach nhé o6ng
Poe duva cho chung la t V.E.D.
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Chuong 2

Khi ban di chuyén bang xe buyt, lun khé ma quyét dinh xem ban nén
ngoi ghé sat ctra so, ghé sat 16i di hay la ghé gitta. Néu ban ngbi ghé sat 16i
di, ban c6 lgi thé dudi chan lic nao ban thich, nhwng ban bat 1gi la nguwoi
qua lai c6 thé vo tinh dam 1én ngén chan ban hodc la 1am dé cai gi do l1én
quan 4o ban. Néu ban ng6i ghé sat ctra, ban c6 lgi thé ngdm nhin phong
canh ro rang, nhung cai bat 1gi 1a ban phéi xem dam con trung chét khi dap
vao kinh. Néu ban chon ghé giita thi sé khong c6 bat ki cai 1gi thé nao c4,
ma con thém nhiéu bat 1gi la ngwdi ta sé dwa vao ban khi ho ngt guc. Ban
thdy d6 la 1y do tai sao ban nén sap xép dé thué mot chiéc limousine hay
mot con la con hon 1a di xe buyt t6i diém dén cia ban.

Tuy nhién bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire khong cé tién mudn xe
limousine, hay la mat vai tuan dé t6i V.F.D bang con la, nén ching di t6i
nha m@&i bang xe buyt. Tui nhé nghi rang chac phdi dung nhiéu né lyc dé
thuyét phuc 6ng Poe chon V.F.D la lang gidm ho méi cia ching, nhung
ngay khi ching thay ba chir viét tat kia trong cuén sach nho, thi mot trong
may cai dién thoai ctia 6ng Poe reo 1én, roi ngay khi 6ng ta cip may 6ng ay
qué ban dé tranh luan. Ong ta chi c6 thdi gian sdp xép v6i chinh quyén va
dwa ching ra tram xe buyt. Khi 6ng ay thdy ching bién mat - cum tir ¢ day
nghia la "cho tui nho nha Baudelaire 1én xe buyt, thay vi lam nhitng diéu
lich sy va dwa chiing dén nha méi" - Ong 4y chi chiing dén bao cdo véi Toa
Thi Chinh ctia V.E.D, r6i bdo ching hita khong lam bat ki diéu gi anh
hwéng dén danh tiéng ngan hang ctia 6ng. Trwdc khi chiing biét diéu do,
Violet ngoi ghé sat 16i di, phui bui trén 4o khoat va xoa mdy ngon chan dau,
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Klaus ng6i sat ctta s6 ngam canh vat qua mét 16p con trung chét. Sunny
ngoi gitta chung, gam cai tay vin.

"Pirng dya!" Con bé nghiém khac noi, em trai n6 cuoi.

"Pirng lo, Sunny." N6 néi "Chtng ta dam bdo khéng dwa vao em néu ta
ngu guc dau. Ta khong cé nhiéu thoi gian nghi - khong c6 - ta c6 thé dén
V.E.D bét ki Itic nao."

"Em nghi n6 la viét tat ctia cai gi?" Violet hoi "Cu6n sach nhé hay cai
ban do6 & tram xe buyt ciing khong chi ra dugc diéu gi ngoai ba chit cai."

"Em khong biét." Klaus n6i "Chi c6 nghi ta nén néi bac Poe vé V.F.D bi
an khong? Biét dau 6ng ay co thé gitp ching ta."

"Chuwa chic a nha." Violet néi "Ong ta c6 gitip ich dugc gi d6 gio dau.
Chi wéc gi may ban Quagmire ¢ day. Chi ca la ho c6 thé giip ching ta."

"Em wdc anh em nha Quagmire & ddy, cho du ho khong thé gitp ching
ta." Klaus noi, va chi n6 gat dau dong y. Chang dita nhé nha Baudelaire no6i
gi nita vé viéc lo lang cho anh em sinh ba, chiing ng6i lang im su6t doan
dwong con lai, hi vong di dén V.F.D sé mang ching dén gan viéc citu ban
minh.

"V.F.D!" Béc tai cudi cung cling néi "Tram dirng ké, V.F.D! Néu nhin ra
clra s0, may nguoi co thé thay ta dang dén ngdi lang nha ba con!"

"N6 nhu thé nao?" Violet héi Klaus.
Klaus ng6 ra ngoai ctra s6 qua 16p bo chét "Phang 1i."N6 noi.

Violet va Sunny nghién qua nhin va thdy em trai n6 néi ding. Vung qué
nhu dugc ai d6 vé dwong chan troi - tr "chan troi" nghia la "ranh gidi noi
bau troi két thiic va thé gigi bat dau" - va quén vé may thit khac. Manh dat
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trdi dai trong tam mat, va chang con gi khac ngoai manh dat bang phang
kho can véi may to bao bat 1én khi xe buyt chay qua.

"Em khong thdy ng6i lang nao cd." Klaus n6i "Chi c6 nghi né duéi long
dat khong?"

"Novedri!" Sunny néi nghia la "Khoéng duwéi long dat khéng c6 vui dau
nha!"

"Chac ngbi lang bén kia." Violet n6i, nheo mat rang nhin ki hét cd "Em
thdy khong? Phia ngoai dwong chan trdi, c6 mot mau den m@ md. Nhin n6
nhu khoéi, nhung cé thé né 1a mot s6 toa nha nhin tw xa."

"Em khong thdy." Klaus néi "Con sau buém che mat tiu r6i. Nhuwng cai
diém mo ma& dé co thé la do giac."

"A0?" Sunny héi.

"Ao anh 1a khi mét ta lira d6i ban than, nhat 1a trong thoi tiét néng. N6
cling dugc goi la ao giac, nhung em thich tén 'ao anh' hon."

"Chi cling vay." Violet dong y "Nhung minh hay hi vong d6 khong phai
la do giac hay do anh. Hi vong n6 la V.ED."

"V.F.D!" Béc tai ho 1én, khi xe t¢i tram "V.F.D! Ai xuéng V.F.D!"

Bon tré nha Baudelaire ditng day, lay hanh ly, r6i di ra 16i di, nhwng khi
dén ctra xe, ching dirng lai nhin cham cham mot cach ngd vuwc cai quan
canh bang phang trong tron.

"T&i tram V.FE.D thiét r6i ha?" Violet hoi bac tai "Chau nghi V.F.D la ngoi
lang chi."

"Pling ma." Béac tai trd 10i "Chi can di dén cai dom m&@ mo den phia
dwong chan troi dé. T6i biét né nhw thé nao - a thi t6i khéng nhé cai cum tw
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miéu ta khi nhin thdy n6 - nhung n6 ding la ngoi lang."

"Béac khong dwa tui chau tdi gan hon a?" Violet héi bén 1én "Tui chau c6
em bé, va doan duong co vé kha xa."

"Udc gi t6i c6 thé gitip." Bac tai néi an can, nhin xuéng Sunny "Nhung
Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi c6 luat rat khé khan. Toi phdi dé hanh khach dén
V.FE.D & day, khong la t6i bi phat."

"Ai la Hoi Nguoi Cao Tu6i?" Klaus hoi.

"Hey!" Mot giong ndi phia sau xe goi len "Noi tui n6 nhanh lén coi,
xuong xe le! Ctta m& may con ru6i bo may vo kia!"

"Xuodng di may dira." Bac tai n6i roi bon tré nha Baudelaire buéc khoi xe
buyt xuoéng vung dat phang li cia V.F.D. Cta dong lai, v4i vai tiéng may
bac tai l1ai xe di dé lai tui nhé mot minh trén ving dat trong. Chi em n6 nhin
chiéc xe buyt nhé dan nhé dan réi chay di, chiing di vé phia ngdi nha m&i
noi bong den mo.

"A, gi® thi em thdy roi." Klaus néi, nheo mét phia sau cip kinh "Nhung
em khong thé tin dwgc. Chac mat ca budi chiéu mdi tdi duwgce dé qua."”

"Vay tot hon hét la ta nén bat dau di thoi." Violet n6i, am Sunny dat 1én
cai vali cua n6 "Cai hanh ly nay c6 banh xe." N6 noi vGi diva em gai "Nen
em c6 thé ng6i 1én con chi thi kéo em theo."

"Sanks!" Sunny noi, nghia la "Chi tinh that chu dao!" va bon tré nha
Baudelaire bat dau cudc hanh trinh dai vé phia bong den m& & duwong chan
troi. Sau vai budc chan, thi nhitng diéu bat 1gi trén xe buyt dwong nhw chi
la mdy cu khoai tay nhé. "Khoai tdy nho" 1a cum tir khong lién quan gi dén
dong rau cu bé ti. Thay vao dé la n6 dién ta sy thay doi cam xuc khi thi gi
dé duwgc mang ra so sanh véi mot thit khac. Vi duy, néu ban dang di dudi
mua, ban sé lo minh bi w6t, nhung khi ban queo ngay géc duong va thay
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mot dam ché hung dit, thi viéc bi w6t sé trd thanh may cu khoai tay nho so
v6i viéc bi rwot chay khap hém la lang hay bi can. Khi bon tré nha
Baudelaire bat dau hanh trinh di vé phia V.F.D, viéc may con bo chét, bi
dam ngo6n chan va bi ngudi khac dya tré thanh may ct khoai tay nho so vai
nhitng chuyén khé chiu hon ma chiing dang d6i mat. Khong c6 gi trén vung
dat bang phang nay chan gio, con gio tap trung ap vao Violet, mot cum tr &
day c6 nghia la téc Violet r6i tung 1én nhw chwa bao gio dwgc chéi. Con
Klaus di sau Violet, gié khong thdi vao n6 nhiéu, nhung khong cé gi khac
trén vung dat nay cho né bam vao, cat bui trén mat dat tap trung ap vao dita
con thit nha Baudelaire, va ngay lap titc né do tir dau t6éi chan, nhin n6 nhw
cd nam chuwa tam. An toa trén hanh ly ctia Violet, Sunny tranh khéi bui
bam, nhung khong c6 thit gi khac trong vung dat nay dé che nang, mat troi
tap trung chiéu vao nd, diéu dé nghia la n6 sé nhanh chéng bi rAm nang nhw
mot dita bé da tdm nang bén bd bién sudt sau thang, thay vi vai gio trén cai
vali.

Nhung tham chi khi chiing tiép can ng6i lang, V.F.D van m& do nhuw lic &
xa. Khi bon tré tdi gan, gan hon ngo6i nha méi, chiing c6 thé thdy may toa
nha véi kich thuwéc khac nhau, chia cach nhau béi nhitng con dwong rong
va hep, bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé thay nhitng cay cot dén va cot co 6m
yéu chia thang 1én trdi. Nhung moi thit chiing nhin thay - tit dinh cta toa
nha cao nhat cho dén khiic quanh ctia con dwong hep nhat - déu den thui,
dwong nhu n6 con run lén doi chut, ct nhw toan bo ngodi lang dugc vé trén
mot manh vai dang run rdy trong gi6. Cac toa nha run rdy, cac cot den run
ray, va ngay ca con dwong ciing run lén khe khé, n6é khong giong vdi ngoi
lang nao ma bon tré nha Baudelaire titng thdy. N6 la m6t bi an, nhung
khong giong vai kiéu bi an nao, khi bon tré t&i vong dai V.F.D, tim hiéu
xem diéu gi gdy ra hiéu ng run do, r6i ching khong thdy to6t hon chit nao
khi bi an dwgc gidi ma.

Ng6i lang bi bao pht b&i dam qua. Gan nhuv ting inch cta tirng tirng do
vat déu c6 mot mot con chim to 16n den xi dau trén do roi dwa mat nhin do
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xét tui nho khi ching ding sat ria lang. C6 may con qua ding trén mai nha,
dau trén bé ctra s6 va ng6i xém trén cac bac thang va via hé. Ching bao
trum 1én may cai cay, tir ngon xudng tdi cai ré troi 1én tir mat dat phua day
qua, ching tu tap thanh mot dam 16n trén cay dé tan gau theo cach caa qua.
L qua bao trum cot dén va c6t cd, c6 may con nam nghi trong mang xoi
hay nghi ngoi gitta cot rao. Tham chi c6 sau con dang tum tum cung nhau
trén cai bang ghi chit "Toa Thi Chinh", véi m6t miii tén chi xuéng mot con
dwong ngap trang qua. BPdm qua khéng kéu quac quac, do la diéu ching
hay lam, hay choi kén trumpet, d6 la diéu chac chan ching khong bao gio
lam, nhung ngdi lan khong hé im lang. Khong khi day tiéng qua di chuyén
xung quanh. D6i khi sé cd con bay tir chd nay sang cho khac, kiéu nhw né
bat chgt thdy chan dau trén hop thw, n6 nghi sé vui hon néu dau trén nam
ctra. thinh thodng, nhiéu con qua sé tung canh, kiéu nhw chiing bi chén ép
khi ng6i cting nhau trén mot cai ghé dai va muon dudi ra mot chit. R6i gan
nhu lién tuc, bon chiing sé thay doi cho dau va c6 lam minh thoai mai khi &
trong cai khu chat chdi nay. Tat ca suw di chuyén nay gidi thich tai sao ngoi
lang lai rung rinh nhw vay, nhwng diéu d6 chac chan khéng lam cho bon tré
thay tot chit nao, chiing ditng véi nhau lang im trong mot lic, c6 gang thu
gom sy can dam dé di qua gitta mot rirng chim khong yén nay.

"Em tirng doc ba cudn sach vé qua." Klaus néi "Ching hoan toan vo
hai."

"Chi biét." Violet n6i "N6 that bat thuwong khi thdy qua nhiéu qua trong
mot khu vure, nhung chang c6 gi dé lo. Chi 1a may ct khoai tdy nhé théi."

"Zimuster." Sunny dong y, nhung ba dita tui né van khong budc thém
buwdc nao gan hon tdi thi tran qua. Mac du ching néi vdi nhau - qua la loai
chim vo6 hai, khong cé gi phdi lo, va "Zimuster" nghia la "Sé that ngé ngan
khi s¢ mot dong chim" - nhung dwong nhw bon tré nha Baudelaire cdm thay
ching dang doi mat véi may ca khoai tay cha ba.
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Néu t6i la mot trong s6 tui Baudelaire, t6i sé ditng ngoai lang suot doi,
khoc that thit v6i noi sg, con hon la bwdc bat ki budc nao vao con dwong
day qua, nhung chi mat vai phtt thi bon tré nha Baudelaire virc day can
dam dé vuot qua dam chim 16n x6n nay t&i Toa Thi Chinh.

"Khoéng khoé nhu chi nghi." Violet ndi nhé dé khong anh huwéng dén may
con qua gan d6 "N6 khong diing la may cu khoai tdy nho, nhwng c6 du cho
gitta chung cho ta budc qua.”

"Pung vay." Klaus no6i, mat n6 nhin via heé dé tranh dam lén dudi qua
"Va chung c6 né qua, mot ti xiu, khi ta buéc qua.”

"Racah." Sunny néi, bo can than hét mitc. Y con bé 1a "Thi 16i, giéng
nhv la di qua gitta mét dam ngwoi lun." Va anh chi n6 mim cwdi dong tinh.
Mot 14t sau, ching da di qua khoi dwong nha day qua, va ¢ phia goc xa la
mot toa nha cao, an twgng lam bang cam thach trang xudt hién - it nhat la
né & xa ma tui nho nha Baudelaire c6 thé ndi, vi n6 cling phu day qua nhw
toan bo khu vue con lai. Tham chi cai bang "Toa Thi Chinh" nhin nhuv "Ta
Ti Cinh" vi ba con qua map dau lén, nhin bon tré nha Baudelaire bang doi
mat ti hi. Violet gio tay 1én mudn goé ctra, nhung réi dirng lai.

"Sao vay?" Klaus hai.

"Khong c6 gi." Violet tra 101, nhung tay né van gio trén khong "Chi hoi
bat an. Sau tat ca, day la Toa Thi Chinh cia V.FE.D. Theo ta biét, phia sau
canh ctra c6 thé la bi mat ta dang tim kiém tr khi anh em nha Quagmire bi
bat céc."

"C6 1é ta khong nén qua hi vong." Klaus no6i "Nhé 1a khi ta song véi gia
dinh Squalor, ta cling nghi la minh sé gidi ma bi an V.F.D, nhung ta da sai.
Ta c6 thé sai lan nay thi sao."

"Nhung cling c6 thé ding." Violet néi "Va néu nhw ta ding, ta nén chuan
bi cho nhitng diéu toi té phia sau canh ctra nay."
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"Ct cho la vay." Klaus chi ra "Thi ta cling chang c6 gi dé chuan bi."

"Gaksoo!" Sunny néi. Y con bé 1a "Ching hay ho gi tranh cii ca, vi
ching ta khong thé biét ta sai hay diung cho dén khi go cai ctra nay." Va
tredc khi anh chi né tra 16, n6 bo qua chan Klaus roi lao vao cai ctra, cum
tr & day c6 nghia la "go that manh vao cai cita bang nhitng khdp ngon tay
bé xiu".

"Moi vao!" Mot tiéng néi 16n vang 1én, bon tré nha Baudelaire mé& ctra
va thay ching dang & trong mot can phong réng 16n vdi tran nha cao, san
nha sang bong, ma6t cai ghé thiét dai, véi may bitc tranh qua rat chi tiét treo
trén twong. Trudc cai ghé la mot cai buc nhé c6 mot nguwdi phu nit déi non
bao hiém mo t6 dirng & trén, sau cai buc co6 1€ l1a hang tram cai ghé xép, hau
hét nhitng ngwoi ngdi 1én chiing dang nhin bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire.
Nhung bon tré m6 co6i nha Baudelaire khong nhin lai. Ba dita nhé nhin
cham chd vao may nguwdi ngoi trén ghé dai, ho khong thém liéc nhin may
cai ghé xép.

Trén ghé dai 1a hai mwoi lam ngwdi véi hai diém chung. Pau tién thi tat
ca déu kha gia - nguoi tré nhat trén ghé, la mot ba ngdi & cudi ghé, trong
khodng tdm muoi mot tudi, con may ngudi khac thi gia hon mot ti. Nhung
diéu thit hai thi it tha vi hon. Thoat nhin, n6 trong giong nhw may con qua
bay tir ngoai dwong roi dau lén ghé dai - dau 1én may cai dau, nhung khi
bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin ki hon, chiing thdy mdy con qua nay khong
chdp mat, hay vo canh, hay dong day gi ca, roi bon tré nhan ra chiing chang
c6 gi hon la mdy cai non den lam gidng y chang may con qua. N6 chi la
mot cai non ki la, vdy ma tui nhé nhin cham chu hét vai phit ma khong
nhan thay gi khac.

"May dwra 1a bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire diing khéng?" Mét ong gia
ngoi trén ghé dai héi nghiém nghi. Khi 6ng dy néi, cai nén qua run run lén,
trong that 16 bich "Chung ta dang trong chd cac chau, mac du khong ai no6i
v6i ta la mdy diva trong gém tdi vay. Ba dita la dam con nit r6i boi, bui bam
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va den dua nhat ta tirng thdy. May dita c6 chac minh la 1 tré ching ta dang
cho khong?"

"Vang." Violet tra 10i "Chau la Violet Baudelaire, day la em trai chau,
Klaus va em gai chau, Sunny, con ly do tai sao ching chau..."

"Suyt." mot ong gia khac no6i "Ching ta khong thao luan v6i may dia luc
nay. Ludt 492 néu ro rang Hoi Ngudi Cao Tudi chi thao luan véi nguoi trén
buc. Gi¢ day chiing ta dang thao luan vé Canh Sat Truéng mdi. Ba con c6
ai thac mac gi vé ST Quan Luciana khong?"

"C6, tdi c6 mot cau héi." Mot 6ng la 1én tir ghé xép "To6i mudn biét
chuyén gi xdy ra v6i ngwoi Canh Sat Truwdng trwdc. Toi thich tén ay."

Nguwoi phu nit trén buc gio 1én mot cai gang tay trang, va bon tré nha
Baudelaire quay nhin ba ta lan dau. ST Quan Luciana la ngwoi phu nit rat
cao mang mot doi boot den 16n, mdac ao khoac xanh duwong v6i huy hiéu
sang bong, doi cai non bao hiém mo td6 vGi tdim che kéo xudng che mat.
Bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé nhin thdy miéng ba ta, bén dudi ria tdm che,
td bang son dé choi. "Canh Sat Trudng trudc bi thwong co6 hong." Ba ndi,
quay dau doi nén bao hiém sang ngudi dan 6ng héi "Ong ta vo tinh nuét
phai mot hop dinh ghim. Nhung ta khong c6 thoi gian néi vé ong dy. Toi la
Canh Sat Trwedng mdi cia cac ngwoi, va toi chac chan sé tritng phat thich
dang nhitng nguwoi pha luat trong lang nay. Ta thdy khong con gi dé thao
luan nita."

"T6i kha 1a dong y vdi c6." Ong gia liic dau néi khi nhitng ngudi ngdi
trén ghé xép gat dau "Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi két thiic cudc thdo luan cta Si

Quan Luciana. Hector, mang tui tré mo co6i lén buc dé thao luan."

Mot ngudi dan 6ng 6m nhach trong bo do yém ditng day tir ghé xép khi
Canh Sat Trudng buwdc xuoéng khoi buc véi mot nu cwdi trén moi son. Mat
ong ta dan vao san nha, 6ng ay budc dén bon tré nha Baudelaire, dau tién
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chi vao Hoi Nguoi Cao Tudi ngoi trén ghé dai roi sau do chi vao cai buc
trong. Mdc du ching thich kiéu giao tiép lich sy hon vay, nhung bon tré
hiéu ngay, roi Violet cung Klaus budc 1én buc, sau d6 am Sunny lén cung
chung.

Mot trong may ba gia trong Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi n6i "Bay gio ching ta
thao ludn veé viéc giam ho bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire. V&i chuwong trinh
mdi cta chinh quyén, toan bo lang V.F.D sé dong gid nguwdi giam hd cho ba
dita tré nay bdi vi can mot ngdi lang dé nudi mot diva bé. Ai c6 cau hoi gi
khong?"

"Chiung c6 phdi la dam tré Baudelaire." M4t giong néi tir cudi phong
"dwoc nhac dén trong vu bac céc 1i tré nha Quagmire bgi ba twdc Omar
khong?"

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin qua thdy mot ngwdi phu nit mac 4o choang
tam mau hong sang gio 1én mot t& bao Daily Punctilio "Trong bao néi la
tén ba twdc quy quai do sé theo chan tui nho nay. Téi khong mudn nguoi
nhuv vay trong lang minh!"

"Chuing ta khong can phai lo van dé do, ba Morrow." Mat thanh vién Hoi
Nguoi Cao Tudi trd 16i diu dang "Chung ta sé giai thich sau. Gio thi khi
may dita nhé cé ngwoi giam ho, thi ngwoi giam ho sé cho ching lam viéc
nha, cho nén bon tré nha Baudelaire phai lam viéc nha cho nguyén cai lang
nay. Bat dau tir sang mai, ba di¥a phai c6 trach nhiém lam bat c viéc gi
dugc yéu cau."

Bon tré nhin nhau nghi ngai "Xin 16i chiz." Klaus néi rut ré "Nhwng mot
ngay chi c6 hai muwoi bon tiéng, ma & day cé hang tram con ngudi. Sao
ching chau c6 thé lam hét viéc cho moi ngudi chir?"

"Im!" Nhiéu thanh vién HGi Nguwoi Cao Tudi dong thanh noi roi ngudi
dan ba tré nhat 1én tiéng "Luat 920 néu ro rang khong ai dwgc noi khi ditng
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trén buc triv khi may difa la canh sat vién. May dita la tré mo coi, khong
phai la canh sat vién, nén im di. Gi0, chiéu theo 1 qua V.F.D, may dita xép
lich lam viéc nhw sau: Bubi sang, dam qua dau & khu pho trén, nén may
dia lam tat cad céng viéc & khu pho dudi dé 1t qua khéng can tré. Budi
chiéu, nhw may dita thay, lii qua dau ¢ khu pho dwdi, nén may dita sé lam &
khu pho trén. Dac biét la chd y dén dai phun nwdc méi cua tui ta, né vira
dwgc 1ap sang nay. N6 rat dep va can dugc gilt gin cang sach cang tot. Vao
ban dém, 10 qua sé ngu ¢ Cay Nevermore, ¢ ngoai 0 lang, nén khong co
van dé gi ¢ d6. Co cau hoi nao khong?"

"T6i c6 mdt cau hoéi." Ngudi dan 6ng mic quan caro héi. Ong ta ditng
day tir ghé xép va chi tui nhé nha Baudelaire "Chung sé ¢ dau? Can mot
ngoi lang dé nudi mot diva bé, nhuwng khong c6 nghia la nha ching t6i bi
lam phién bdi tiéng 6n con nit chit?"

"Vang." Ba Morrow dong y "T6i c6 thé cho chiing lam toan b viéc nha
nhung t6i khong mudn ching lam 16n x6n nha t6i."

Nhiéu nguwoi dan khac néi 1én "Nghe day, nghe day!" Ho néi, biéu hién
nhu kiéu "T6i khong mudn Violet, Klaus va Sunny Baudelaire song véi
toi!"

Mot trong nhitng nguwdi gia nhat Hoi Cao Tudi gio hai tay 1én "Thoi
nao." Ong ta n6i "Lam c4i gi ma on ao vay. Tui nhé séng v&i Hector, ngudi
da ning caa ching ta. Ong ta s& cho chiing &n, cho chiing mic, dam bao
ching lam hét viéc nha va phai c6 trach nhiém day ching tt ca luat 1€ cua
V.E.D, nén ching sé khong gay chuyén té hai gi dau, dién hinh la no6i
chuyén khi ding trén buc."

"Céam on troi." Ngwoi dan 6ng quan caro lam bam.

"Gi0 thi bon tré nha Baudelaire." M6t nguwoi khac cia Hoi noi. Ba dy
ngoi xa cai buc nén phai rweén dau 1én nhin tui nhé, nén ba ta nhin nhw sap
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rét khoi dau. "Trudce khi Hector mang may dita vé nha, ta chac la may dia
c6 chit e ngai. Xui cai la tui bay khong duwgc noéi bay gio, néu khong tui ta
sé biét no6 la gi. Nhung ong Poe c6 gui cho ching ta mot so tai liéu lién
quan dén tén ba twdc Olaf nay."

"Omar ch." Ba Morrow stra lai, chi vao tiéu dé bai bao.

"Im coi!" H6i Cao Tu6i néi "Gio thi bon tré nha Baudelaire, ta chac mdy
dita lo sg vé tén dong bon Olaf, nhwng véi tuw cach 1a ngwoi giam ho, ngoi
lang sé bao vé may ditra. B4 1a ly do ching ta vira ban hanh luat mdéi, luat
19833. Néu ro rang khong ké xau nao dugc phép & trong pham vi lang.

"Nghe day, nghe day!" Nguoi dan hét 1én va Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi gat
dau chan nan, lam lung lay cai nén con qua.

"Gi0®, néu khong con cau héi nao." Mot ngudi cao tudi két luan "Hector,
dwa tui nho nha Baudelaire xudng buc roi dwa vé nha di."

Van dan mat vao san nha, nguwdi dan 6ng trong bé do yém lang 1€ di t6i
cai buc dwva ching ra khéi phong. Bon tré nhanh chan bat kip nguwdi dan
ong da ning, 6ng ta ching n6 mot 16i nao. Ong ta khong vui khi chim séc
ba dita nho sao? Hay 6ng ta buc Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tubi? Hay ong ta khong
thé n6i? N6 lam bon tré nha Baudelaire nhé dén mét tén dong bon cua ba
twgc Olaf, cai tén ban nam ban ni* va chang bao gid noi. Bon tré buwdc di
phia sau Hector, khong dam dén gan ngudi dan 6ng im lang ki la nay.

Khi Hector mé ctra Toa Thi Chinh dwa bon tré tré lai via hé day qua, ong
ta thd dai - am thanh dau tién ma bon tré nghe tir 6ng dy. R6i 6ng ta nhin
xuong ting dita tré nha Baudelaire, mim cwoi than thién véi ching. "Ta
chita bao gid that sy thw thai." Ong ta néi vé6i chiing bing mot giong an can
"Cho tdi khi ta roi khéi Toa Thi Chinh. Hoi Nguwdi Cao Tudi lam ta thay bi
kim kep. May cai luat 1€ ha khac dé! N6 lam ta thay kim kep khi chang bao
gio noi dugce gi trong sudt may budi hop hoi. Nhung ta luén thay tot hon
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nhiéu ngay thoi khac ta budc ra khoéi toa nha. Gid thi, c6 1€ ta sé danh mot
it thoi gian véi nhau, nén biét vai diéu thang thang nha. Th nhat, goi ta la
Hector. Thi¢ hai, ta hi von may dita thich d6 an Mé Xi Co vi ta chuyén né.
Va thit ba, ta mu6n may dita xem vai tht diéu ki, ta vira ding lic. Mat troi
sap lan roi."

bung roi. Bon tré nha Baudelaire khong nhan thdy, khi ching budc ra
khoi Toa Thi Chinh, anh sang chiéu ta dang vut tat va mat trdi vira mdi bat
dau lan xuéng dwong chan troi. "That dé thuwong." Violet ndi lich sy, mac
du con bé khong hiéu c6 ghé gém khi ditng ngam hoang hon.

"Suyt." Hector ndi "Ai ma quan tam mat troi lan ch@? Yén lang chut di
va coi tui qua kia. N6 sap dién ra vai gidy nita thoi."

"Chuyén gi sap dién ra?" Klaus noi.

"Suyt." Hector nhac lai, va r6i né bat dau xdy ra. H6i Nguwdoi Cao Tudi da
néi cho bon tré nha Baudelaire nghe vé lich dau ctda 1 qua, nhung ba dita
nho khong danh bat ci¥ gidy nao dé nghi dén van dé, cum tir & day c6 nghia
la "xem xét, tham chi la mot gidy, xem no sé nhw thé nao khi hang ngan con
qua bay 1én cung nhau v&i cho khac". Mot trong mdy con qua lén nhat,
ngoi trén hop thw, bay 1én dau tién, véi mot tiéng dap canh cau ay - hay co
ay, rat kho dé néi tir khodng cach xa - bat dau bay 1én mot vong 16n trén
dau tui nho. R6i m6t con qua tr bé ctra s6 Toa Thi Chinh bay 1én nhap bon
vdi con qua dau tién, r6i mot con tir bui cay gan bén, réi mot con tir dudi
dwong, roi hang tram con qua bat dau cat canh cung ldac, xoay vong trén
khong, trong nhw mét cai bong khong 16 nhat ra khéi ngdi lang. Bon tré nha
Baudelaire cudi cung ciling c6 thé nhin thay toan b con duwong nhu thé nao,
va ching c6 thé sam soi titng chi tiét mady toa nha khi 1t qua roi khéi cho
dau. Nhung bon tré khong mdy gi nhin ng6i lang. Thay vao dé, ching nhin
lén, nhin canh twgng bi an tuyét dep ma may con chim dé tao thanh mot
vong l6n trén troi.
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"That phi phwong ding cha?" Hector hét lén. Doi canh tay dai xwong
Xdu cta ong ta dang rong, ong dy phai la 16n 1én v&i am thanh dap canh cia
dam chim "That phi thwong ding chi?"

Violet, Klaus va Sunny gat dau dong y réi nhin hang ngan con qua bay
lwgn vong quanh trén ching nhw mot ddam khoéi hay den tuyén nhw muc -
giong loai muc t6i dang dung dé viét mdy su kién nay day - bang cach nao
d6 tim dugc duwong dén thién dang. Am thanh m4y dbi canh nhw hang triéu
trang gidy dang lat, tao thanh gié lua vao nhitng guwong mat twoi cudi.
Trong mot khoanh khac, véi tat ca khong khi xung quanh, bon tré mo coi
nha Baudelaire cdm thdy nhu thé ching c6 thé bay 1én khong trung, bay
khoi ba twdc Olaf va tat ca nhitng rac roi ctia ching, dé tham gia cung bay
qua trén bau troi dém.

(Vay la hét nam 2018 r6i. Chiic moi nguwdi mot nam cii troéi qua mang di
hét nhitng muon phién. Bén mot nam mdai that vui vé nhiéu niém vui cung
gia dinh, ban be.

Mong moi ngwoi tiép tuc dong hanh cing minh & nam sau nhé!)
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"That phi phuong diang chit?" Hector ndi, khi bon qua nguoi xoay vong
va bat dau bay di, nhu mot dam may den khong 16, bay qua may toa nha va
bay di khdi tui tré mé coi nha Baudelaire "That sy rat tuyét diéu ding chit?
Ta cling c6 y giong nhv 'phi thuwong'."

"Chac chan ro6i." Klaus dong y, khong noi thém la né biét ti "tuyét diéu"
t* nam muoi mot tuoi.

"Ta xem né moi dém." Hector néi "No6 ltic nao ciing lam ta phan khich.
Va ciing lam ta déi bung. Ta sé an gi t6i nay nhi? Banh ga x6t pho mai thi
sao? P6 la mot moén an Mexico gon banh ngd cuén quanh mot miéng thit
ga, pha 16p phd mai tan chdy va nudc sot dat biét ma t6i hoc dugc tir gido
vién 16p hai. Nghe thé nao?"

"Nghe hap dan ddy." Violet ndi.

"Vay thi t6t." Hector n6i "Ta ki mdy nguoi kén dn. A, doan duwong t6i
nha ta kha dai do, nén vua di vira ndi chuyéen nha. Pay, ta xach hanh ly cho
dé hai dita c6 thé am em minh. Ta biét may dita phai di bo tir tram xe buyt
nén con bé tap thé duc qua da roi."

Hector gom hanh 1y cda tui nho nha Baudelaire r6i dan dwong, con
dwong gio day vang tanh trtv vai cong 1ong qua. Bén trén ho, 1t qua ré
hwéng bén trai, Hector gio vali ctia Klaus 1én chi vao chiing "Ta khong biét
mdy dia c6 biét cau 'Nhw lii qua bay' khong." (Viét Nam minh la 'dwdng
chim bay') Hector n6i "Né c6 nghia la 'tuyén duwong tryc tiép nhat'. Néu dia
diém nao céach xa i qua bay mot dam, thi day 1a dwong ngan nhat di t6i dé.
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Thuwong thi chang c6 gi dé so vdi diéu nay, nhung trudng hgp bay gio thi
c6. Ching ta dang cach nha ta mot dam theo dwong qua bay - khi tat ca
nhitng con qua do6 bay, trén thyc té la vay. Ban dém, ching dau & cay
Nevermore, cho d6 la san sau nha ta. Nhung ta di t6i d6 xa hon, di nhién
r6i, vi ta phdi di qua V.F.D chit khong phai bay trén trgi."

"Hector." Violet rut re hoi "Chung chau tw hoi V.F.D chinh xdc nghia la

"

gl.
"Oh dung r6i." Klaus néi "No6i cho chiing chau biét nha."

"Di nhién la ta néi r6i." Hector néi "Nhung ta khong biét sao may dira dé
tam dén dén n6. N6 con xam hon cai Hoi Ngwoi Cao Tubi."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau khong chic chin "Y bac 1a sao?"
Klaus hoi.

"Ba tram 1é sdu nam truwéc." Hector néi "Mot nhém tham hiém kham pha
ra bay qua (murder of crows) ta vira thay."

"Sturo?" Sunny hoi.
"Tui chau cé thdy con nao bi giét dau." Violet néi.

" 'Murder' 1a tir chi m6t dam qua, giong nhuw dan ngong (flock of geese),
dan bo (herd of cows) va 10i thé nguyén ctia bac si nha khoa. Tiép do, may
nguoi tham hiém bi an twgng vai chu ki di cw cta chiing - may diva biét do,
ching bay dén lang trén vao budi sang, lang dudi vao budi chiéu va lugn
t@i cdy Nevermore vao ltc t6i. N6 1a mot chu ki hét sitc khong binh thudng,
may nha tham hiém phan khich v&i n6 nén ho quyét dinh song & day. Roi
sau do, mot ngodi lang moc lén, ho dat tén no6 la V.F.D"

"Nhung V.E.D la viét tat ctia cai gi?" Violet hoi.
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"Ng6i Lang Nhitng Nguwoi M6 Pao Gia Cam (The Village of Fowl
Devotees)." Hector noi " 'Nguwoi mo dao' la mot tw chi nhitng nguwoi ton tho
cai gi d6 con 'Gia Cam'..."

"... nghia 1a 'chim"™ Klaus két thic cdu n6i "Pé la bi an caa V.F.D a?
Ngoi Lang Nhitng Nguwdi Mo Pao Gia Cam théi a?"
"Y chau 1a sao, bi an gi?" Hector héi "P6 dau phai 1a bi an gi dau. Ai

cling biét may chit d6 nghia la gi ma."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire thd dai rau ri, that vong, khong phai mot sy két
hop dé chiu "Y em trai chau 13." Violet giai thich "Chung chau chon V.E.D
la noi gidam ho mdi cia minh vi tui chau dwgc ké mot bi an khiang khiép -
mot bi an lién quan t6i may chit viét tat V.F.D."

"Ai ké cho may dita nghe?" Hector hdi.

"Ban rdt than cta ching chau." Violet trd 10i "Duncan va Isadora
Quagmire. Ho tim hiéu dwgc vai thit vé ba twdc Olaf nhwng trede khi kip
ké cho chiuing chau nhiéu hon thi thi..."

"Cho da." Hector noi "Ai la ba twdc Olaf? Ba Morrow noi ba twdc Omar.
Olaf 1a anh em 6ng ha?"

"Khéng." Klaus néi roi nhun vai khi nghi Olaf c6 an hem "Chau e la to
Daily Punctilio viét nhiéu thit sai sot."

"Vay ta sao ta khong stra chiing lai cho ding." Hector n6i roi queo "Ké
cho ta nghe chinh xac nhitng gi xay ra di."

"P6 la mot cau chuyén dai.” Violet noi.

"Vay a." Hector néi, cung mot nu cudi nhe nhang "Ta c6 mot quang
dwong kha dai dé. Tai sao chau khong bat dau di?"
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin 1én Hector, thd dai, roi bat dau tir ma& dau,
cling kha 1au r6i nhung that bat ngo 1a ching lai nhé ré dén vay. Violet ké
Hector nghe vé cai ngay dau thwong & bai bién khi chi em n6 nhan tin tw
ong Poe rang ba me ching da chét trong tran héa hoan thiéu rui nha ching,
Klaus ké Hector nghe vé nhitng ngay & vdi ba twéc Olaf. Sunny - vGi sy
phién dich cua Klaus va Violet - ké 6ng ta nghe vé chi Monty t6i nghiép,
r6i ké vé nhitng diéu khung khiép xdy ra vGi di Josephine. Violet ké Hector
nghe vé viéc lam & trai cwva Lucky Smell, Klaus ké 6ng ay nghe vé chuyén
nhap hoc & truong Prufrock Preparatory, Sunny lién hé tGi thoi gian am
dam song cung Jerome va Esme Squalor & chung cuw s6 667 Dark Avenue.
Violet ké Hector nghe vé nhitng lan cai trang cua ba twdc Olaf, ké vé tirng
tén dong bon cta han ta, bao gobm 6ng tay moc, hai ba gia mat phan, ong
dau hoi mii dai va tén ban nam ban ni* ma bon tré nha Baudelaire nhan ra
trong khi Hector qua im ldng. Klaus ké Hector nghe vé anh em sinh ba nha
Quagmire, ké vé hanh lang bi mat dwdi long dat dan dén nha chiing, ké vé
cai bong bat hanh bao trum lén ching tir ngay & bai bién. R6i khi bon tré
nha Baudelaire ké Hector nghe cau chuyén dai ctia ching, ching bat dau
cam thdy nhv thé nguwoi dan 6ng da nang nay dang ganh vac nhiéu hon la
hanh ly cia chiing. Chiing cam thay nhw thé 6ng dy dang mang theo ting tir
ching néi, nhu thé tirng sw kién xui xéo cia chiing dugc Hector ganh bét.
Chuyén doi ctia ching qua dau thwong nén to6i khong thé nao noéi la ching
vui khi ké né, nhung khi Sunny két thiic cau chuyén dai nay, bon tré nha
Baudelaire cam thay nhe ganh hon.

"Kyun." Sunny két luan, Violet nhanh dich lai "Va dé6 la ly do tai sao tui
chéau chon lang nay, véi hi vong gidi ma dugce bi an V.F.D, giai cttu anh chi
Quagmire, danh bai ba twdc Olaf mét lan va mai mai."

Hector thd dai "MAy dita chic phai vira trai qua mot thir thach." Ong ta
noi, dung tir nghia la "Mot m& rac r6i, hau hét do 16i cta ba tuwdc Olaf."
Ong 4y dirng lai mot gidy nhin titng diza nha Baudelaire "M4y di¥a rat can
dam, ca ba dita, ta sé co gang hét sitc dé dam bdo may dita c6 mot mai nha
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an toan vdi ta. Nhung ta phai néi cho may dita nghe la ta nghi may dia
cung duong roi."

"Y 6ng 1a sao?" Klaus héi.

"A thi, ta ghét phai thém tin xdu vao cau chuyén khing khiép cta mdy
dia vira ké." Hector n6i "Nhung ta nghi may chit viét tat cta bon tré
Quagmire ké mdy dita va may chi viét tat cia ngoi lang nay chi la trung
hop. Nhu ta da no6i, ngoi lang nay dugc goi la V.E.D hon ba tram nam nay
réi. Hau nhw khong c6 gi thay doi tir d6. Bon qua luén dau cung cho. May
cudc hop Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tubi van ding gio moi ngay. Ba cua ta la nguai
da nang trudc ta, ba 6ng dy la nguwdi da nang trwdc ong Ay, tiép tuc nhw vay
va nhuv vay. Thit méi nhat trong lang 1a ba dita va céi Pai Phun Nuéc Gia
Cam m@i @ lang trén, thit ta phai lau chui ngay mai. Ta chang thay ngoi
lang nay c6 céi gi che giau bi an dé mdy dita nha Quagmire kham pha ra."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau that vong "Pojik?" Sunny hoi buc boi.
Y né 1a "Y 6ng 1a tui chau t&i ddy ma ching dugc gi?" Nhung Violet dich
no khac.

"Y em gai chau 1a." Violet n6i "That 1a that vong khi biét ching chéu téi
sai cho roi."

"Chung chau rit lo cho ban minh." Klaus thém vao "Nén ching chau
khong muon tir bé viéc tim ho."

"Tw bo gi?" Hector noi "Ai noi la sé tir bo? Cai tén ngoi lang khong giup
ich thi dau c6 nghia la may dita t6i sai chd. Chac chan ta c6 nhiéu viéc dé
lam, nhung trong thoi gian ranh ta c6 thé tim kiém noi cta Duncan va
Isadora. Ta la nguwoi da nang, khong phdi tham t, nhung ta sé giup may
chéau hét sitc c6 thé. Mac du ta phai rat can than. Hoi Ngwoi Cao Tudi ¢
nhiéu luat 1é nén hau nhw may dira khong thé lam bat ct viéc gi ma khong
pham luat."”
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"Sao hoi lai c6 nhiéu luat nhw vay?" Violet héi.

"Tai sao dam nguwdi do cé nhiéu luat 1é a?" Hector ndi réi nhdn vai "Lam
vay ho méi c6 thé cam dau moi ngwdi xung quanh, ta doan vay. Nho may
cai luat 1é ctia V.F.D, Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi c6 thé bat moi nguwdi mac cai gi,
né thé nao, an gi, tham chi la xay cai gi. Vi du luat 67 chi r6 rang cong dan
khong dwgc ché hay dung bat ¢t thiét bi may méc nao."

"Vay la chau khong thé ché hay dung may thiét bi mdy méc sao?" Violet
hoi Hector "Chi em chau gio la cong dan cua V.F.D, ngoi lang nay thanh
ngwoi giam ho cua ching chéau roi."

"Ta e la vay." Hector néi "Chau phai lam theo luat 67, va may luat khac."

"Nhung Violet 1a mot nha sang ché!" Klaus thot 1én "Thiét bi may moc
rat quan trong vai chi ay!"

"Phdi vay khong?" Hector ndi va mim cuwdi "Vay thi chau rat cé ich véi
ta, Violet." Ong ta dirng lai nhin xung quang nhv thé con dudng day gian
diép du n6 hoan toan tréng khdng "Chdu giit bi mat chit?" Ong ta hoi.

"Vang." Violet tra 10i.

Hector nhin quanh con dwong lan nita, roi reén nguwdi vé phia triede bat
dau no6i bang mot giong rat nho "Khi Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi dé ra luat 67."
Ong ta n6i "Ho bét ta bo hét mdy thi? sang ché trong lang."

"R0i 6ng ndi sao?" Klaus hai.
"Ta khong noéi gi ca." Hector thita nhan, dan bon tré vong qua mot cai
goc "Hoi lam ta bi kim kep qué dé néi, mdy dira biét ma. Nhung day la diéu

ta lam. Ta 1dy hét mdy cai vat dé va giau ching ngoai cai chuong, noi ta
dung nhw mot cai phong sang ché."
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"Chau luén muén c6 mot phong sang ché." Violet n6i ma tham chi khong
nhan ra n6 dang tim trong tui cai day ruy bang dé c6t téc 1én khéi virén mat
nhuv thé né sip sang ché thi gi do6 thay vi dang néi chuyén vé né "Ong da
phat minh dugc gi r6i, Hector?"

"Oh, may th lac vac &y ma." Hector n6i "Nhung ta c6 mot dy an khong
16 sap xong. Ta dang xdy dung mot ngoi nha di dong bang khong khi nong
tw duy tri."

"Neebdes?" Sunny néi. Y né 1a "Ong c6 thé giai thich hon khong?"
Nhung Hector khong can sy khich 1€ dé noi vé phat minh ctia minh.

"Ta khong biét mdy dita c6 titng di khinh khi ciu chwa." Ong ta néi
"Nhung no rat tha vi. Mdy dita ditng trong mot cai gio 16n, véi mot cai
béng khi khong 16 trén dau, may dita c6 thé nhin xuéng dong qué bén duéi,
trdi ra nhw mot cai mén. Xudt sic luén. A thi phat minh cua ta cling khong
khac gi khinh khi cau - tri* mot cdi la n6 16n hon. Thay vi mét céi gié 16n
thi c6 mwdi hai cai gio, tat ca cot v4i nhau duwdi nhiéu cai bong khi. Tirng
cai gio nhuw mot cai phong, nén nd giong nhv mot cai nha bay. N6 hoan
toan ty duy tri - m6t khi may diva 1én né, thi khong can phéai xudng nita.
Trén thue t€, néu dong co mdi cua ta hoat dong chac chan thi né sé khong
phai dap xuéng. Bong co sé chay su6t hon mot tram nam, sé cé mot cai gio
khong 16 chita day d6 an, thitc udng, quan ao va sach. Mot khi né hoan
thanh, ta sé co thé bay khéi V.F.D va Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi cung nhitng thiy
khac khong thé kim kep ta nita, song sudt doi trén khong trung."

"Nghe nhu thé 1a mot phat minh phi thwong." Violet n6i "Nhung lam thé
nao ma 6ng c6 thé lam dong co tu duy tri?"

"P6 méi la van dé." Hector thita nhan "Nhung c6 thé khi ba dita nhin
thdy no, ta c6 thé stta dong co cung nhau."
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"Chau chac Violet c6 thé gitp." Klaus néi "Nhung chau khong phai la
mot nha sang ché gi cad. Chau thich doc sach hon. V.E.D cé thu vién tot
khong?"

"Xui thay, khong c6." Hector néi "Luat 108 chi rd rang thw vién V.E.D
khong duwgc chita sach pham luat. Néu ai dé trong sach dung thiét bi may
moc thi cudén sach d6 khong duwgce phép c6 mat trong thu vién."

"Lam luat vay." Klaus n6i "Vay loai sach nao duwgc phép?"

"Khéng nhiéu." Hector ndi "Gan nhw tat cd ching déu ngu ngoc. Co
quyén tén la "Con yéu tinh bé nhoé nhat" chac chan la cuén chan nhat. Mot
ké gdy r6i, vGi mdy chuyén phiéu luvu té nhat."

"Té that." Klaus ldang 1€ néi "Chau da hi vong chau cé thé tim kiém chut
ich vé V.F.D -cai bi an chit khong phai vé ngdi lang - trong thoi gian ranh."

Hector dirng lai nita va nhin quanh may con duwong vang tanh "Chau gitt
bi mat khac dwoc khong?" Ong ta héi, roi bon tré nha Baudelaire gat dau
"Ho6i Nguoi Cao Tudi bao ta dot hét dong sach phé luat 108." Ong ta noi
nho giong "Nhung ta mang chiing vao chuong dé. Ta c6 mot cai thw vién bi
mat, cling nhw phong sang ché bi mat."

"Wow." Klaus noi "Chau da thay thw vién cong cong, thw vién ca nhan,
thuv vién trwong, the vién phap ly, thu vién bo sat va thu vién ngt phap,
nhung chwa thdy thw vién bi mat. That tha vi."

"Thud vi chut." Hector dong y "Nhung né cling lam ta thay bi kim kep.
Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi rat rat tire gian néu ai dé pha luat. Ta ghét phai nghi
ho sé lam gi ta néu biét ta bi mat dung thiét bi may moc va doc 1én may
cuon sach tha vi."

"Azzator!" Sunny noi, nghia la "Pung lo - bi mat cta ong sé dugc an
toan vdi chung chau!"
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Hector nhin xuéng Sunny mot cach tinh nghich "Ta khong hiéu 'Azzator'
nghia 1a gi ca, Sunny." Ong ta néi "Nhung ta doan né nghia 1a 'Bitng quén
chau nha!" Violet sé dung phong sang ché, Klaus dung thw vién, con chéu ta
c6 thé lam dwoc gi day? Chau thich lam gi nhat?"

"Can!" Sunny tra 10i ngay, nhung Hector khyng lai va nhin quanh.

"Pirng c6 néi né 16n vay, Sunny a!" Ong ta thi thAm "Luat 4561 chi 16
rang cw dan khéng dwoc dung miéng dé tao vat. Néu Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi
biét chdu can moi thit vi s@ thich, thi ta khong thé twéng twgng ho sé lam
gi. Ta chac la ching ta sé tim dwgc vai thit cho chau can, nhung chau phai
lam bi mat. Gio thi, ta t&i roi."

Hector dan tui nho nha Baudelaire queo lan cu6i r6i bon tré c6 cai nhin
dau tién vé noi ching sé song. Con dudng ching di don gidn két thic tai
khtic queo, dwa chiing dén mot noi rong va bang phang nhu ving dat ching
da di qua chiéu nay, cing vGi ba hinh dang m¢& ao hién ra trong quang canh
bang phang ay. Pau tién la ngo6i nha rong 16n, chac chan, véi cai mai nha
nhon hoac va cai hién nha to 16n da cho cho mét cai ban an ngoai trgi thém
bon cai ghé go. Thit hai la mot cai nha kho khong 16, sat ngay bén ngoi nha,
né gidu phong sang ché va thit vién ma Hector néi dén. Nhung cai hinh anh
thit ba md&i lam bon nhé nhin cham cham.

Hinh anh thi¢ ba trén vung dat dé 1a cay Nevermore, nhung vay thi qua
don gian khi n6i né nhuw néi Bién Théi Binh Dwong day nuwéc, hay ba twdc
Olaf 1a con ngudi tham doc, hay chuyén Beatrice va t6i hoi buén mat ti.
Cay Nevermore khong 16, mot tir @ day c6 nghia la "sy phat trién thé chat
vurgt mu'c ¢ mot loai thyc vat" cum tww ¢ day c6 nghia la "nd6 la cai cay bw
nhat ma bon tré nha Baudelaire titng thay". Than cay ctia n6 rong t6i noi
bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé ditng phia sau né vGi mot con voi, ba con
ngwa, mot ngwoi ca si opera ma khong bi nhin thay. N6 vwon canh ra moi
huwdong, nhe mot cay quat cao hon nha, rong hon nha kho, va cai cay tham
chi con cao rgng hon cai thit dau trén no. Ting con qua cua lang V.E.D dau
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trén canh, tao thanh mot 16p den mao run run day dat 1én kich thwéc qua kho
cua cai cay. Bon qua tdi nha Hector khi chung bay, thay vi di bg, 1i chim
dén trwdc bon tré nha Baudelaire, khong khi tran ngap sw xao xac lang 1é
cta li chim cuc cya trong dém. Mot vai con da ngua, bon tré cé thé nghe
tiéng ngay khi ching dén gan ngoi nha méi hon.

"May dita nghi sao?" Hector hoi.

"Siéu khuang." Violet noi.

"Phi thvong." Klaus noi.

"Ogufod!" Sunny noi, nghia la "Qua troi qua!"

"Tiéng cuda 1l qua chac la khéac ltic dau nhi." Hector noéi, dan t6i bac thém
nha "Nhung mdy dita sé quen v6i ching thoi. Ta luén dé cita s6 mé khi
ngu. Tiéng 1l qua goi nhd dén bién, va ta thdy binh yén khi nghe ching roi
chim vao gidc nga. N6i dén chuyén ngu, chac mdy dita mét roi. Ta co
chuan bi ba phong trén lau, nhuwng néu may dita khong thich chiing, thi c6
thé chon cai khac. Cé nhiéu phong trong nha lam. Bu cd phong cho anh em
nha Quagmire khi ta tim thay ching. C6 vé la nam dita sé song hanh phtic
vGi nhau cho du c6 lam viéc cho ca cai lang nay."

"That tha vi." Violet néi, mim cwoi voi Hector. N6 lam bon tré vui khi
nghi hai dta nho an toan, thay vi trong sy giam gitt cua ba twdc Olaf
"Duncan la nha bao, nén c6 thé cau ay sé bat dau viét bao - r6i V.F.D sé
khong phéi doc may td bao 14 cédi nhw t¢ Daily Punctilio."

"Con Isadora la nha tho." Klaus néi "Cau ay c6 thé viét mot tap tho cho
thuw vién - khong viét vé nhitng thit pham luat."

Hector bat dau m& ctta nha, nhung r6i dirng lai va nhin bon tré nha
Baudelaire ki la "Nha tho a?" Ong ta héi "Con bé viét thé loai tho gi?"
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"Tho hai cau." Violet tra 10i.

Hector nhin bon tré cang la hon. Ong ta dit hanh 1y bon tré nha
Baudelare xudng va luc tii 40 yém "Tho hai cau a?" Ong héi.

"Vang." Klaus néi "Cau ay thich viét tho van diéu vd&i nhau dai hai
dong."

Hector nhin bon tré mot anh nhin ki la ma tui né chwa bao gi¢ thay roi
rat tay ra khoi tdi dwa ching xem mot mau gidy bi cuén nho lai "Giong vay
ha?" Ong ta hoi roi mé t& gidy ra. Bon tré mo coi nha Baudelaire nheo mét
doc n6 trong anh hoang hon nhat dan, réi khi chiing doc dwoc, ching phai
doc lai dé dam bao anh sang khong choi x6 nhitng gi ching doc dwgc trén
cudn gidy do, dong chir viét tay run ray nhung quen thudc:

Vi nhitng vién da quy ma ching t¢ bi bat & day.

Chi c6 cac cau méi c6 thé cham ditt noi so cua ching t6.
(For sapphires we are held in here.

Only you can end our fear.)

(Tinh hinh la mé6i kham nghia vu quan sy xong. Co kha nang cao la di.
Con nhiéu tap chua dich cho ca nha qua :()
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Bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire nhin cudn gidy, roi nhin Hector, r6i nhin
cudn gidy lan nita. R6i ching lai nhin Hetor, nhin cudn gidy thém mot lan
nita roi lai nhin Hector lan nita r6i nhin cudn gidy, r6i lai nhin Hector va
nhin cudn giay thém lan nita. Miéng ching md& nhu la sap n6i nhung ba dita
nho khong tim dugc tir gi dé noi.

Cau thanh ngtt 'sét danh ngang tai' mo ta diéu gi do that la ngac nhién
lam dau ban quay cudng, chan ban loang choang, nguwdi ban run lén kinh
ngac - nhw la mot tia sét tir bau trdi xanh r6i danh ban hét sitc. Vi cac ban
khong phai la bong dén, may thiét bi dién hay céi cay gia coi thang dirng
nén viéc gap tia sét tir bau troi xanh khong cé gi la thu vi, trong vai phat
bon tré nha Baudelaire ditng trén bac thém nha Hector, cAm thay nhitng
cam giac kho chiu vi dau 6c quay cuong, doi chan loang choang, rung
minh.

"Chtia 0i, mdy dita Baudelaire." Hector néi "Ta chwa thdy ai ma nhin
ngac nhién dit vay. Pay, vao nha di r6i ngo6i xudng. Nhin mdy dita nhw méi
bi sét danh."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire theo Hector vao nha, doc theo hanh lang vao
phong khéch, noi ching ng6i xuéng ghé ma khong n6i mot tir. "May dita
ngdi day chiit di." Ong néi "Ta di pha chiit trd néng. C6 18 chiit nita may
dita s& sdn sang no6i chuyén." Ong ta nghién xudng dwa cudn gidy cho
Violet va xoa dau Sunny trwdc khi di ra khéi phong khach, dé tui nhé mot
minh. Khong néi gi cd, Violet trdi td gidy ra dé chi em n6 cé thé doc lai cau
tho.
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Vi nhitng vién da quy ma ching té bi bat ¢ day.

Chi c6 cac cau méi c6 thé cham ditt noi s¢ cua ching té.
(For sapphires we are held in here.

Only you can end our fear.)

"La cdu dy." Klaus n6i, n6i am tham nén Hector khong thé nghe "Em
chac nhw vay. Isadora Quagmire viét bai tho nay."

"Chi cling nghi vay." Violet néi "Chi chac chan day la chit viét ctia cau

ay.

"Blake!" Sunny ndi, nghia la "Va bai tho dwgc viét theo phong cach sang
tac caa Isadora."

"Bai thoi ndi vé may vién da quy." Violet néi "Ba me ho dé lai cho ho
mdy vién da nha Quagmire vang danh khi qua doi."

"Olaf bat ho dé cuép hét s6 da dé." Klaus n6i "Pé la ly do cau ay viét 'Vi
nhitng vién da quy ma chuing tG bi bat & day'."

"Peng?" Sunny hoi.

"Chi khong biét lam sao Hector c6 dugc to gidy nay." Violet tra 101 "Héi
ong ay thoi."

"Twr tir." Klaus néi. N6 giat bai tho tir tay Violet r6i doc lai "Co6 thé bang
cach nao dé ma Hector c6 lién quan dén vu bat coc."

"Chi khong nghi vay." Violet noi "Em that sy nghi vay sao?"

"Em khong biét nita." Klaus néi "Ong ta khong giéng dong bon ctia ba
twdc Olaf, nhung doi khi ta khong thé nhan ra ching."
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"Wryb." Sunny néi ngay khi nghi, nghia la "Bung vay."

"Ong ta giéng ngudi ta co thé tin twdng." Violet néi "Ong ta thich thi khi
cho ta xem lii qua di cw, 6ng ta muén nghe moi thit xay ra véi ching ta.
Khong gidng tén bat céc, nhung chi biét khong cé cach chitng minh né la
dang."

"Puing vay." Klaus néi "Khong c6 cach nao biét chac."

"C6 tra roi day." Hector goi Ién tir phong bén "Néu may dira thich c6 thé
tham gia cung ta & nha bép. May dita c6 thé ngbi ¢ ban trong khi ta lam
banh cu6n ga sot pho mai."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau r6i gat dau "Kay!" Sunny noi 1én, r6i
dan anh chi n6 vao cai nha bép rong rai va dm cing. Bon tré ngoi quanh cai
ban g6 ma Hector dé san ba coc tra, ching lang im trong khi Hector bat dau
bat dau chuan bj bita t6i. D1 nhién la ding khi khong cé cach nao biét chac
ta c6 nén tin twdng mot ngwoi, ly do don gian la thoi thé thay doi. Vi du,
ban biét ai d6 nhiéu nam, tin twéng anh ta nhw mot ngwdi ban, nhwng thoi
thé thay doi, anh ta c6 thé sé rat doi bung, roi tredc khi ban nhan ra thi ban
dang bi ludt trong noi stip roi, nén khong cé cach nao biét chac. Téi tw
minh say nang vi m6t nguwdi phu nit tuyét voi, quyén rii va thong minh, toi
tin co dy sé la c6 dau ctia minh, nhung dau cé cach nao biét chac, thoi thé
thay doi qua sém, c6 ta két hén véi ngudi khac, tat ca vi nhitng diéu c6 ay
doc trong t@ Daily Punctilio. Va khong ai bao v&i bon tré nha mé c6i nha
Baudelaire 1a khong c6 cach nao biét chac dugc, bdi vi trude khi ching mo
coi, ching song nhiéu nam trong vong tay ba me, tin twédng rang ba me sé
cham soéc ching, nhung thoi thé doi thay, gio thi ba me ching mat, con
ching thi song vGi nguwdi dan 6ng da nang trong ngdi lang day qua. Nhung
tham chi khong c6 cach nao biét chac, thi cling thwong c6 vai cach biét kha
chdc, khi ba dita nhé xem Hector nau nwéng, chiing phat hién ra vai cach.
Vi du giai diéu 6ng ay ngam nga khi thai nguyén liéu nghe that thodi mai,
bon tré nha Baudelaire khong thé twdng twong dwgc nguwoi ngam nga nhw
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vay ma la ké bat coc. Khi 6ng ay thay tra cta bon tré nha Baudelaire van
con néng qua, ong budc qua nha bép roi thoi tirng coc dé lam ngudi, va that
kh6 ma c6 thé tin nguwdi bat coc hai anh em sinh ba va ngudi thoi ngudi coc
tra cta tui nho la mot. Va thodi mai hon hét 1a Hector khong lam phién
chiing v&i hang ta cau héi sao chiing ngac nhién r6i im ling. Ong ta don
gian la lang im r6i dé bon tré nha Baudelaire chd cho t6i khi chiing san
sang noéi vé cudn gidy ong ta dwa ching, bon tré khong thé nao twdng twong
dwgc mot nguwoi tinh té nhw vay c6 thé lién quan tGi ba twdc Olaf mot chut
nao. D1 nhién la khong cé cach nao biét chac, nhung khi bon tré nha
Baudelaire xem nguoi dan ong da nang dwa mon banh vao 10 nwéng, chung
thdy ching biét kha chac, roi ngay khi 6ng ta ngoi vao ban vdi ching,
chiing san sang noi vé hai cau tho ching doc.

"Bai tho nay dugc viét bdi Isadora Quagmire." Klaus mé 101, cum t &
day c6 nghia la "ngay khi Hector vira ng6i xuong."

"Wow." Hector n6i "Hén chi may dita ngac nhién dit vay. Nhung sao
mdy di&a biét chac? Rt nhiéu nha tho viét tho hai cau ma. Vi du Ogden
Nash."

"Ogden Nash khong viét vé da quy." Klaus néi, né da nhan dugc mot
quyén tiéu str cia Ogden Nash vao ngay sinh nhat thit bdy "Ma la Isadora.
Khi ba me cac ban Quagmire mat, ho dé lai tai san la da quy. Cho nén cau
ay viét 'Vi nhitng vién da quy ma chiing té bi bat & day."

"V@i lai." Violet n6i "P6 1a chir viét va phong cach van chuwong cta
Isadora."

"A." Hector néi "Néu mdy dita néi day 1a bai tho dwgc Isadora Quagmire
viét, thi ta tin may dia."

"Ta nén goi cho bac Poe dé néi véi bac ay." Klaus noi.
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"Ta khong thé goi 6ng dy." Hector n6i "Khong cé dién thoai & V.E.D, vi
dién thoai la thiét bj dién tit. H6i Nguwdi Cao Tudi c6 thé gii tin tGi Ong ay.
Ta rat ai ngai khi nhd ho, nhung may dia c6 thé lam néu thich."

"Vay, trwdc khi néi vGi Hoi, ta phai biét nhiéu hon mot ti vé bai tha."
Violet n6i "Ong 14y mau gidy nay & dau?"

"Ta tim thdy n6é hom nay." Hector néi "Duéi may canh cdy Nervermore.
Ta thitc day sang nay, ta chuan bi di xuong lang dwéi dé lam viéc sang, thi
ta thay cai gi dé trang trang gitta dam 16ng qua. N6 la miéng gidy nay, cudon
lai nhw vay. Ta cling khong biét n6 viét gi, ta con phai lam viéc, nén ta
khong nhé tdi n6 cho tdi bay gio, khi chiing ta dang néi vé tho hai dong.
N6 chac han rat bi an. Lam quai nao ma mot trong cac bai tho cta Isadora
roi vao san sau cua ta chu?"

"Tho tir thi khong thé ty ditng 1én ma di." Violet n6i "Isadora chac la dé
né & do. Cau dy chac phdi ¢ gan day."

Hector 1ic dau "Ta khong nghi vay." Ong ta néi "May dita thdy quanh
day bang phang thé nao roi d6. May dita c6 thé nhin xa hang dam va nhitng
thit duy nhat ¢ ngoai 0 lang la ngbi nha, nha kho, va cdy Nevermore. Mdy
dia c thodi mai luc ng6i nha, nhung sé khong tim thdy Isadora Quagmire
hay ai khac dau, ta luon khoda cai kho vi ta khong mudén Hoi Nguoi Cao
Tuoi phat hién ta pha luat."

"C6 thé cau ay & trong cai cay." Klaus néi "N6 chac du 16n dé Olaf gidu
cdu ay trong tan cay."

"Pung vay." Violet néi "Lan trudc Olaf gidu ho xa bén dwdi ching ta.
Thi lan nay c6 thé ho & xa bén trén ching ta." Con bé rung minh, nghi sé
kho chiu thé nao néu thay ban than bi nhot trong tan cady Nevermore, roi n6
day lui ghé ditng day "Chi c6 mot diéu dé lam." N6 noi "Ta phai leo 1én tim
ho."
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"Pung vay." Klaus néi r6i ditng lén bén canh chi né "Ta di thoi."
"Gerhit!" Sunny dong y.
"Cho da." Hector n6i "Ta khong thé leo 1én cady Nevermore."

"Tai sao khong?" Violet n6i "Chung chau leo thang ca mot toa nha, leo
xuong truc thang may. Thi leo cdy c6 nham nho gi."

"Ta chac chan may dita la nhitng ngudi leo gidi." Hector ndi "Nhung do
khong phai 1a ¥ ctia ta." Ong ta ditng day va di dén cita s6 nha bép "Nhin ra
ngoai d6 di." Ong ta néi "Mt troi lin roi. Khong con di sang dé tim ban
mdy dita trén cdy Nevermore. V@i lai, cdi cdy bi bao pht bdi mot dong
chim. May dita sé khong bao gio c6 thé leo qua 1t qua d6 - ¢ nhw mo kim
day bé."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 va thdy Hector néi ding. Cai
cdy don gian la mot cai béng mo do khong 16 béi 1l qua dang dau ngu. Bon
tré biét leo trong bong t6i d6 ding la mo kim day bé, cum tir & day cé nghia
la "khong thé xac dinh vi tri anh em nha Quagmire". Klaus va Sunny nhin
chi no, hi vong con bé c6 thé duwa ra giai phap, ro6i nhe nhom khi biét chi
minh da nghi ra diéu gi d6 trwdc khi nd cot téc ra sau bang sgi ruy bang.
"Ta c6 thé leo vdi dén pin." Violet néi "Néu 6ng c6 may miéng thiéc, cay
chéi cii, ba sgi thun, chau c6 thé lam dén pin trong muwdi phat."

Hector lic dau "Pén pin chi lam phién lii qua théi." Ong ta néi "Néu ai
dé danh thitc may dita gitta dém roi chiéu dén do mat, may dita buc chi,
nén mdy dita khong muén bi vay quanh bdi hang ngan con qua néi dién
dau. To6t hon la nén cho dén sang, khi 1t qua bay 1én lang trén."

"Chuing ta khong thé chd tdi sang." Klaus n6i "Ta khong thé bo 16 nita.
Lan tredc ching chau tim thiy ho, ching chau dé bon ho lai vai phit r6i ho
lai bién mat."
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"Ollawmove!" Sunny ré lén, nghia la "Olaf c6é thé dua ho di bat ki lic
nao!"

"Nhung gio thi khong thé." Hector néi "Rat khé dé ong ta leo 1én cay."

"Ta phai lam gi do." Violet thém vao "Bai tho khong chi la tho hai cau -
no6 la mot 101 cau citu. Isadora tiy minh néi 'Chi cé cac cau mdi c6 thé cham
dit noi sg cua ching té'. Ban ching chau dang sg hai, diéu do thac day
ching chau ctru ho."

Hector 1ay doi gang tay ra khéi tii 40 yém roi mang ching lay banh ga
x6t phd mai ra khéi 16 "Ta néi nghe né." Ong ta n6i "Pay 1a mot dém tuyét
vOi, mén banh ga x6t pho mai ctia chiing ta da xong. Ta c6 thé ngoi ngoai
hién nha, dung bita t6i, r6i dé mat dén cdy Nevermore. Khu virc nay bang
phang nén cho du ban dém may dita cting c6 thé nhin xa, néu ba twdc Olaf
tién dén - hay bat ki ai khac - ta c6 thé nhin thay."

"Nhung ba twdc Olaf cé thé biéu dién chiéu tro ctia minh sau bita t6i."
Klaus néi "Cach duy nhat dé chac chan khong ai tiép can cai cay la canh
chirng nguyen dem."

"Ta c6 thé thay phién nhau ngu." Violet n6i "Dé trong s6 ching ta luon
c6 nguoi thive dé canh chirng."”

Hector bat dau lac dau, nhuwng roi dirng lai nhin tui nhé "Thong thuong ta
khong dé 1i tré thitc khuya." Cu6i cung 6ng ta néi "Néu khong phai chiing
dang doc mé6t quyén sach bo ich, xem m6t bo phim tuyét voi hay dang
tham dy mdt budi tiéc véi nhitng nguwdi khach thud vi. Nhung lan nay ta nghi
minh c6 thé lam mot ngoai 1€. Ta chac chan sé ngu guc, nhung ba dita c6
thé canh chitng cd dém néu mudn. Nhung lam on dirng leo 1én cay
Nevermore trong bong t6i. Ta biét may dita sot rudt thé nao, nhung ta biét
cach duy nhat la chd dén sang thoi."
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau thé dai. Chung qué lo au vé bon tré
nha Quagmire nén ching muon chay ngay ra ngoai roi leo l1én cay
Nevermore, nhung tir tan day long, chiing biét Hector néi ding.

"Chau nghi 6ng noi ding, Hector." Violet néi "Ta c6 thé chd dén sang."
"Do la diéu duy nhat ta c6 thé lam." Klaus dong y.

"Contraire!" Sunny ndi, roi gio tay lén dé Klaus am n6. Con bé c6 y la
"Chau c6 thé nghi vai thit khac ta c6 thé lam - am em t6i cai chot cira so
di!" Ro6i anh né lam vay. May ngén tay bé nho ctia Sunny md chét ctra s6
r6i day no ra, dé khong khi dém mat mé va am thanh ri ram cta Iii qua ta
vao. R6i n6 nghién ngudi vé phia tredc hét cd, dwa dau ra ngoai béng toi.
"Bark!" Con bé hét 1én hét sitc c6 thé "Bark!"

C6 nhiéu cach no6i dé mo ta ai d6 dang lam diéu gi do sai cach. "Hu bot
hw dwong" 1a mot cach mo ta tinh hudng nay. "Phé hoai" ciling la cach néi
khac, du né hai tho 16, "Co6 gang citu Lemony Snicket bang cach viét thi
cho mot nghi si, thay vi dao mot dwong ham thoat than" 1a cach néi thit ba,
du n6 hai bi cu thé qua. Nhung Sunny la 16n "Bark!" mang dén y nghi mot
biéu hién dang buon, mét cach biéu hién hoan héo.

Véi "Bark!" Y Sunny 1a "Néu mdy anh chj & trén d6, Quagmire, chd dé,
tui nay sé citu anh chi ngay lic sang." Va toi rat ti€c khi néi lén cum t* mo
td dung nhat tinh huéng cta con bé la "Lam to." D6 la c chi an can cta
Sunny, n6 co giadi ctitu Isadora va Duncan, bon tré nha Baudelaire sé gitip
ching tron thoat khoéi nanh vu6t cta ba twdc Olaf, nhung dita em 1t nha
Baudelaire dang lam sai cach. "Bark!" con bé hét 1én lan nita, khi Hector
bat dau don ra mén banh ga x6t pho mai r6i dan bon tré nha Baudelaire ra
ngoai hién nha dé chiing c6 thé an tai ban an ngoai trdi dong thoi canh
chitng cay Nevermore, nhung Sunny da lam huw chuyén. Bon tré nha
Baudelaire khong nhan ra cai 16i sai ay khi ching két thidc bita t6i va canh
chitng cai cay bao la, ri ram. Ching khong nhén ra cai 16i sai khi ching
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ngoi ngoai hién nha su6t dém, thay phién nhau nheo mat nhin phia chan
troi phang 1i xem cé bat ki ddu hiéu nao cua ai dang dén gan hay khong va
ngu gat bén canh Hector dang dung ban an ngoai trdi lam gbi. Nhung khi
mat troi bat dau moc, va mot con qua V.F.D rdi cdy Nevermore bat dau bay
xoay vong, roi ba con qua nita bay 1én, roi thém bay con, r6i mwdi hai con,
réi ngay lap tirc bau troi sang sém bao trum bai am thanh tiéng vo canh cta
hang ngan con qua bay vong vong trén dau tui nhé khi ching ditng day tw
ghé go, chay nhanh vé phia cai cay tim xem c6 bat ct dau hiéu nao cia bon
tré nha Quagmire, bon tré nha Baudelaire ngay lap titc nhin thay ching da
sai lam nhu thé nao.

Khéng cé bay qua dau trén canh, cdy Nevermore tran trui nhw mot bo
xwong. Khong c6 mot cai 1a nao gitra hang tram, hang tram canh cay. Birng
trén dam ré xoc xéch va nhin 1én may canh cay trong 16c, bon tré nha
Baudelaire c6 thé nhin thay tirng chi tiét cia cdy Nevermore, chiing c6 thé
thdy rdng ching sé khong tim thady Duncan va Isadora Quagmire cho du leo
cao thé nao. N6 la mot céi cay khong 16, né 1a mét cai cay vitng chac, n6
dwong nhw rat thodi mai dé dau ngu nhung tui né da Iam to. Klaus da lam
to khi n6i nhitng ngwoi ban bi bat céc cia minh chac chan & trén do, Violet
da 1am to khi néi chiing nén leo 1én cdy tim ban ching, con Sunny da lam
to khi n6 hét 1én "Bark!". Bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire dd lIam to suot
dém, bédi vi thit duy nhat chiing tim thdy sang hém dé la mot mot mau gidy
khac duwgc cudn lai, gitta dong 16ng den 1ii qua dé lai.

(Tinh hinh la phai di nghia vu r6i. Haiz. Minh van sé ¢ up va dich khi
c6 thé. Tinh hinh hién tai minh sé bat dau di vao ngay 13-1-19. Bay gio
minh da dich dén chwong 3 tap 9 HOI CHQ THU AN THIT.)
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Chuong 5
Chung t6¢ khong thé néi cho dén Iic binh minh.
Khong tir nao c6 thé thot ra tir cdi mé chim buon ba nay.
(Until dawn comes we cannot speak.
No words can come from this sad beak.)

"Pau 6c chi lai quay cuong." Violet néi, duwa td gidy cho Klaus va Sunny
doc trong do viét gi "Chan chi loang choang, toan than chi run ray, nhu sét
danh ngang tai. Lam quai nao ma Isadora dé mdt bai tho khac & day? Ta
chac chan mot trong s6 ching ta canh chirng cai cdy ting gidy tirng phut
ma."

"C6 thé né & day tr hom qua, nhung Hector khong thay." Klaus noi.

Violet lac dau "Mot mau gidy trang rat dé nhin thady bén canh dam l6ng
den nay. N6 phdi t6i day khi nao do lic t6i. Nhung bang cach nao?"

"Sao né t6i dugc day chi la phan nhé trong cau hédi cua ching ta." Klaus
néi "Cac ban nha Quagmire ¢ dau? D6 mdi la cau héi em can dugc tra 10i."

"Nhung tai sao Isadora khong néi véi chiing ta." Violet n6i, r6i nhan mat
doc lai hai cau tho "Thay vi dé cho ching ta bai tho bi an trén mat dat, noi
ma bat ki ai cling c6 thé tim thay n6?"

"Do6 1a ly do tai sao." Klaus cham rai néi "Bat ki ai ciing c6 thé tim thay
né trén mat dat. Néu Isadora don gian viét ra ho & dau, roi ba twéc Olaf tim
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thdy mau giay, 6ng ta sé chuyén cac ban ay di - hodc té hon. Em khong cam
thay vay khi doc bai tho, nhung em ca la Isadora dang néi vdi ching ta noi
cau ay va anh minh . N6 phai giau dau dé trong bai tho."

"Sé rat kho dé tim ra." Violet ndi,nhan mat doc lai hai cau tho "Co nhiéu
thit 1an 16n trong bai tho nay. Tai sao cau ay lai néi 'moé chim'? Isadora c6
mii va miéng, dau c6 mo chim."

"Cra!" Sunny noéi, nghia la "Chi dy chac cé y néi mé may con qua

V.ED."

"C6 thé em dung." Violet dong tinh "Nhung sao cau ay n6i khong tir nao
c6 thé thot ra tir n6? Di nhién chang tir nao c6 thé thoat ra tit mé chim.
Chim dau biét néi."

"Thyc té thi, m6t so loai chim c6 thé néi." Klaus néi "Em doc trong mot
cu6n bach khoa toan thw da nghién citu vé vet va chim nhong, ca hai chiing
déu co6 thé nhai tiéng nguoi."

"Nhung dau c6 con vet hay con nhéng nao quanh day." Violet n6i "Chi
c6 qua, ma qua thi chac chan khong thé néi."

"Va khong biét nhai tiéng nita." Klaus néi "Tai sao bai tho néi 'Ching t&
khong thé noi cho dén ltic binh minh."?"

"Hai bai tho déu dén vao budi sang." Violet n6i "Cé 1€ Isadora noi rang
cau ay chi co thé gui thuw cho ching ta vao bubi sang."

"Chung chang két n6i gi ca." Klaus néi "Co 1é Hector c6 thé gitip ching
ta tim ra diém sai."

"Laper!" Sunny dong y, va tui nho di danh thitc nguwoi dan 6ng da nang,
van con dang ngu & hién nha. Violet cham vao vai 6ng ay, khi 6ng ay ngap
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roi ngoi day, bon tré c6 thé thdy mat ong ay han may lang do ngu trén ban
an.

"Chao bubi sang, may dita Baudelaire." Ong ta néi, dudi tay va trao tui
né mot nu cwdi say ke "It nhat, ta hi vong ddy 1a mot buéi sang dep troi. C6
tim thdy ddu hiéu nao ctia bon tré nha Quagmire khong?"

"N6 giong mot budi sang ki la thi ding hon." Violet trd 16i "Chting chau
tim thdy m6t dau hiéu ctia ho. Xem ne."

Violet dwa cho Hector bai tho thi hai, 6ng ta doc r6i nhan mat "To mo,
cang thém to mo." Ong ta néi, trich dan tir mot trong cac quyén sich wa
thich ctia bon tré nha Baudelaire "Diéu nay dang that sy tré thanh mot cau
do."

"Nhuwng cdu do chi la thit dé ta vui choi giai tri." Klaus néi "Duncan va
Isadora dang trong nguy hiém. Néu ta khong tim thay diéu bai tho dang co
noi vGi chung ta, ba twdc Olaf sé..."

"BPtrng ndi n6." Violet n6i véi mot cai rung minh "Ta bat budc phai giai
quyét cau do nay chi cé thé."

Hector ditng day vion nguwdi, nhin ra ving dat bang phang trong rong
xung quanh nha minh "Theo hwéng mit troi." Ong ta néi "T6i gid ta phai di
r6i. Ta khong cé thoi gian an sang."

"Pi sao?"

"Di nhién." Hector néi "Chau quén bao nhiéu viéc ta c6 h6m nay r6i a?"
Ong ta cho tay vao tdi 40 yém roi 1dy ra mot danh sach "Ta bt dau & lang
dwdi, di nhién, dé 1t qua khong ngang dwong. Ta phai cat tia hang rao cua
ba Morrow, lau ctta s6 ctia 6ng Lasko, danh béng tit cd cac tay nam cira
dinh thy nha Verhoogen. Cong thém, ta phai quét hét 16ng qua trén duong
pho va don hét rac, ve chai cia nguoi dan."
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"Nhuwng viéc bon tré nha Quagmire bi bat céc quan trong hon may viéc
do chi." Violet néi.

Hector thd dai "Ta biét 1a vay." Ong ta n6i "Nhung ta khéng muén ddi co
v6i Hoi Ngwoi Cao Tudi. Ho lam ta cam thay bi kém kep."

"Chau sé rat vui dé giai thich tinh huéng nay vai ho." Klaus néi.

"Khéng." Hector qua quyét "T6t nhat la ta nén lam viéc nhw thuong Ié.
Di rita mat di may dira nha Baudelaire, r6i chiing ta di."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin nhau that vong, wéc gi nguwdi dan 6ng da
nang khong phai lo sg cai nhom nguoi gia doi non qua, nhung khong noéi
thém, ching buwdc vao nha, rira mat, roi theo Hector bang qua vung dat
phang 1i cho t&i khi dén ria lang, r6i qua khu lang trén, noi li qua V.F.D
dang dau, r6i ching dén lang dudi, nha ba Morrow, ngudi mdc 4o choang
mau hong ngoi tredc hién nha. Khong noéi 10i nao, ba dua Hector mot cdp
dao cat hang rao, ding hon la mét cay kéo 16n dugc thiét ké dé cat tia canh
cdy va la thay vi cat gidy, roi dwa cho bon tré nha Baudelaire ba céi tdi nhia
dé lum 14 vGi canh cay ma Hector cat ra. Di nhién, kéo cat tia va tii nhua
khong phai 1a m6t cach chao hoi thich hgp, nhat 1a méi sang sém, nhung ba
dia nhé qua ban nghi dén bai tho c6 thé c6 y nghia la ching chwa nhan ra.
Khi chiing gom canh 14, ching thdi ra dwgc vai gia thuyét - cum ti ¢ day co
nghia la "n6i chuyén nhé nho vé hai cau tho ctia Isadora Quagmire." - cho
dén khi hang rao trong dep, gon gang la dén lic di xudng noi & cia ong
Lesko - bon tré nhan ra day la nha cia ngwdi dan 6ng mdc quan caro lo
rang bon nho s& séng v4i minh - cai chd con thd 16 hon ba Morrow. Ong ta
chi don thuan chi vao mot dong do chui cira so roi bé vo trong nha, nhung
lai mot 1an nita bon tré nha Baudelaire chi tap trung gidi quyét bi an cta hai
tin nhan ching c6 dugc, hau nhw khong dé y dén sy tho 16 ctia 6ng Lesko.
Violet va Klaus bat dau chui vét ban trén tirng cdi ctra s6 v4i mot miéng gié
am, trong khi Sunny ditng bén cai x6 nwdc xa phong con Hector thi leo 1én
lau cac ctra s6 ¢ lau hai, nhung bon tré chi nghi dén titng dong trong bai tho

https://thuviensach.vn



kho hiéu cua Isadora, cho t6i khi ching két thiic hét may cai ctra s6 va tiép
tuc lam dong viéc con lai trong ngay, ly do t6i khong miéu ta chiing cho
ban, khong chi vi ching qua chéan, lam t6i muén nga guc khi viét ching
xuong gidy, ma con vi bon tré nha Baudelaire hau nhv khong dé y t6i
ching. Bon tré nghi vé may cau tho hai dong trong khi chiing danh bong
may cai nam cuia nha Verhoogen, ching nghi vé may cau tho khi quét 16ng
qua trén dwong vao cai xuic rdc ma Sunny cam trong khi né dang bo truéc
anh chi nd, nhung chiing van khong thé twdng twgng lam sao ma Isadora dé
mot bai tho duwdi cdy Nevermore. Ching nghi dén may cau tho hai dong khi
ching gom may bao rac cung ve chai tir nha dan V.F.D va chiing nghi dén
may cau tho khi ching dung bita triva véi sandwich bap cai dwgc mot trong
cac cha nha hang & V.F.D da dong y cung cdp nhw mot phan chung tay
trong si no lyc nudi dudng tré em cda lang, nhing chiing van khong thé
tim ra an y cua Isadora mudn néi véi ching. Ching nghi vé may cau tho
hai hang khi Hector doc danh sach cong viéc budi chiéu, bao gom trach
nhiém té nhat la don givong ngu cua nguwoi dan, rita chén cho ngudi dan,
chuan bi kem trai cay du néng cho Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tubi thuwéng thirc nhw
mot budi an chiéu nhe, danh béng dai phun nwéc Pai Phun Nudc Gia Cam,
nhuwng du ching c6 nghi ki téi dau, bon tré nha Baudelaire ciling khong tién
gan hon téi viéc gidi ma bi an cta cac cau tho hai hang.

"Ta rat an twgng véi sy cham chi cia may dita." Hector ndi, khi 6ng va
tui nhé bat dau céng viéc cudi cung cta budi chiéu. Pai Phun Nudc Gia
Cam dugc dung thanh hinh dang mot con qua khéng 16, ditng gitta khu
trung tam, trong khoang san v@i nhiéu con duong dan ra. Bon tré dang lau
chui co thé kim loai cta con qua, n6 duwgc bao phu béi cac dwong cham
khac hinh 16ng vii lam n6 tréng thuc té€ hon. Hector dang ditng trén mot cai
thang lau chui cai dau kim loai ctia con qua, né dang ngan thang lén troi,
phun mot dong nwéc déu dan ra khéi cai 16 hoa my trong nhw cai mé, nhin
ct nhw con chim khéng 16 dang stic miéng va phun nwdc 1én khap nguoi
né. Hiéu ng do so vay chi lii qua V.F.D chac lai nghi khac, vi dai phun
nuwdc bi bao phua trong dong 16ng vii ching dé lai lic sang & lang trén. "Khi
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Hoi Nguoi Cao Tudi néi véi ta, ngoi lang sé nhw ngwdi gidam ho cua may
dia." Hector ndi tiép "Ta sg rang ba dita nho sé khong lam hét dong viéc
vat ma khong cau nhau."

"Tui chdu quen van dong vat va roi." Violet trd 101 "Khi séng &
Paltryville, chiing chau dén cay roi cwa ching thanh van, ¢ trudng Prufrock
Preparatory thi tui chau chay hang tram vong moi dém."

"Con nita." Klaus néi "Tui chau ban suy nghi vé bai tho hai dong nén
khong dé y dén cong viéc."

"Ta nghi d6 1a ly do mdy dia im lang nhw vay." Hector n6i "May bai tho
sao 16i?"

Bon tré nha Baudelaire da xem hai mau gidy nhiéu lan dén noi ching c6
thé doc thudc 1ong hai bai tho tir trong tri nhé.

"Vi nhitng vién da quy ma chung t& bi bat & day.

Chi c6 cac cau méi c6 thé cham dit noi sg cua ching t6."
Violet noi.

"Chtng t¢ khong thé néi cho dén ldc binh minh.

Khong ttr nao c6 thé thot ra tir cdi moé chim buon ba nay."
Klaus nai.

"Dulch!" Sunny thém vao, nghia la "Va ching chau van chwa tim ra
ching that sy nghia la gi."

"Pugc roi, né chi la tro bip." Hector néi "Thuyec ra, ta..."
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ROi giong 6ng ta tat ngim, bon tré giat minh thay ngwoi dan 6ng da nang
quay di, khong con d6i mat vdi ching roi bat dau lau con mat kim loai bén
trdi, nhw thé ai d6 nhan nit ngan 6ng ta nai.

"Pai Phun Nwéc Gia Cam van chwa sach lam nhi.," MGt giong noéi
nghiém nghi phat 1én trr phia sau tui nho, bon tré nha Baudelaire quay lai
thdy ba ba t* Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi da dén khudng vién roi nhin ching.
Hector cdm thay bi kém kep nén khéng ngan 1én tra 16i, nhung bon nho thi
khong thay bi de doa lam, mot tir & day c6 nghia la "bi kém kep bdi ba ba
gia doi non qua".

"Tui chau van chwa lau xong ma." Violet giai thich 1é d6 "Hi vong cac ba
thich mén kem trai cdy néng ma tui chau chuan bi lic sém."

"Chiing O K&." Mot ba tra 101, nhiin vai mot cai lam cai nén qua lic 1u.

"Cua ta nhiéu qua hach qua." Ba khéac néi "Luat 961 néi ré rang moi
phan kem trai cdy néng ctia Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi khong duwgc chiva hon 15
miéng hach, nhung cua ta hinh nhw c6 nhiéu hon."

"Chau thanh that xin 16i." Klaus noi, khong néi thém rang ai dé qua cau
ky vé mén kem trai cay nong thi nén ty minh lam.

"Chiing ta xép chong dia kem do trong Léu An Vit." Ba th ba néi
"Chiéu mai, mdy nguwoi lam ching trong s6 cong viéc ¢ lang trén. Nhung
chung ta dén day dé noi vGi Hector vai diéu."

Bon tré nhin lén trén cung cai thang, nghi Hector sé phai quay lai va noi
chuyén vdi ho du c6 bi kém kep thé nao. Nhung 6ng ta chi don thuan ho
mot cai r6i tiép tuc lau chui Pai Phun Nwdc Gia Cam. Violet nhé rang ba
né day n6 néi gi khi 6ng dy khong thé t6i nghe dién thoai, nén né néi.

"Chau xin 16i." N6 néi "Hector dang ban. Chau c6 thé chuyén 15i lai
khong?"
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May Nguoi Cao Tudi nhin nhau gat dau, diéu do6 trong giong nhu may
cai no6n ctia ho mé xuéng cung lic. "Nén vay." Mot ba n6i "Néu ta co6 thé
tin twdng mot con bé con nhw ¢6 chuyén 10i."

"Pay la mot tin rat quan trong." Ba th hai néi, va mot lan nita toi thay
rat can thiét dé dung cau 'Sét danh ngang tai'. Ban sé nghi, sau khong chi
mot ma la hai bai tho do Isadora Quagmire viét nam dwdi goc cay
Nevermore, thi khong con sét dé danh ngang tai. Nhung sau tat cd, hiém
khi mot tia sét danh ngang tai nhiéu hon mot lan. Nhuwng déi véi bon tré mo
c6i nha Baudelaire, cudc song dwong nhw chi khac tia sét mot chit sau khi
sét danh ngang tai, tit khi 6ng Poe mang dén tia sét dau tién la néi véi
ching rang ba me chiing da mat, va khong biét bao nhiéu tia sét danh ngang
tai ching da trdi qua, dau ching chwa bao gio it quay cuong hon, chan
ching chwa bao gio it loang choang hon, ngudi chung chwa bao gio bot
rung minh hon cung s@ kinh ngac khi mot tia sét danh ngang tai. Nén khi
bon tré nha Baudelaire nghe tin ttt mdy Nguwoi Cao Tubi, ching gan nhw
ngoi sup xuong Pai Phun Nudc Gia Cam, bdi vi vi cai tin d6 qua sitc bat
ngo. N6 la mot tin ma chung nghi chwa bao gio chung nghe qua, no la tin
nhan ma chi cé trong nhitng gidc mo dep hiém hoi cua t6i.

"Tin nhan day." Ba th ba ctia Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi nghién dau tGi gan
lam bon tré c6 thé thay titng cong 16ng trén nén qua cua ba ay. "Ba twdc
Olaf da bi bat." Ba dy ndi, va bon tré nha Baudelaire cdm thay nhu sét danh
ngang tai mot lan nita.

(Haiz. Pang nhd nha tot do. Ty nha vdi long sau s6 minh lai xui dén thé.
Bon tré nha Baudelaire xui rui, nhung it ra ching con dugc di day do. Con
minh nhu dang trong 16ng sat. I wanna go home :( )
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Chuong 6

Du "nhdy dén két luan" la mot biéu hién, hon la mot hanh dong, né ciing
nguy hiém nhuv nhdy khéi vach d4, nhdy ra trdc mot doan tau dang chay,
hay la nhdy cho vui. Néu ban nhay khdi vach da, ban sé c6 co hdi tot dé trai
nghiém mot cu ha canh dau dén triv khi co thit gi d6 d6 ban, nhu la mat
nuwdc hay la mot bai khan gidy ménh mong. Néu ban nhdy ra trwdc doan tau
dang chay, ban sé c6 co hoi tot dé trai nghiém mét chuyén di dau dén trwe
khi ban mac mot loai d6 chiu lyc. Con néu ban nhdy cho vui, ban sé cé co
héi t6t dé trdi nghiém cai dau bi dap dau dén, trtv khi ban ddm bao minh
dang ditng & mot noi c6 tran nha rat cao, nhwng hiém khi ngwdi vui tinh
nao lam nhw vdy. RO rang, bt ki tinh huong nao lién quan dén nhay déu
khong dam bdo ban dang nhdy dén noi an toan, hay la khng nén nhay.

Nhung that khé ma khong nhdy khi ban dang nhady dén két luan, va
khong thé dam bao la ban dang nhdy dén noi an toan, bdi vi "nhdy dén két
luan" nghia la ban dang tin diéu gi d6 la ding mac du ban tham khong chac
chan né ding hay sai. Khi bon tré mé c6i nha Baudelaire nghe ba thanh
vién Hoi Nguoi Cao Tudi ctia V.F.D no6i ba twdc Olaf bi bat, ching phan
khich dén no6i nhay dén két luan rang no6 dung.

"Pung vay." Mot ba ciia Hoi Cao Tudi noi, khong giup thém dugc gi
"Mot nguoi dan 6ng dén lang ta sang nay, vdi 1ong may mot hang, clng
mot hinh xam con mat trén mat ca chan."

"Chac la Olaf r6i." Violet n6i, nhay dén két luan.
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"Di nhién 13 6ng r6i." Ba thit hai cia Hoi néi "Ong ta tring khép véi md
td ma 6ng Poe dwa cho ching ta, nén ching ta bat tén dy ngay."

"Vay dung roi." Klaus néi, cung chi minh nhdy dén két luan "Moi ngudi
that sw bat dwgc ba tuwdce Olaf."

"Di nhién la that." Ba thit ba néi s6t san "Chung ta tham chi da lién hé
v6i to Daily Punctilio, ho sé viét bai vé né. Toan thé gidi sé sém biét ba
twdc Olaf cudi cung ciing bi bat."

"Hooray!" Sunny hét l1én, dita it nha Baudelaire nhay dén két luan.

"HOi Nguwoi Cao Tudi da triéu tdp mot cudc hop." Ba trong cé vé la
nguoi gia nhat HOi néi. Cai nén qua lic lac phan khich thich tha khi ba ay
néi "Tat ca ngudi dan duge yéu cau dén Toa Thi Chinh ngay lap titc, dé
thdo luan xem nén lam gi véi han ta. Sau tat cd, luat 19833 chi rd0 rang
khong ké phan dién nao dwgc & trong pham vi thanh phd. Hinh phat thong
thwong khi pha luat la dwa lén gian hoa thiéu."

"DPua lén gian hoa thieu?" Violet noi.

"DT1 nhién r6i." Mot ba gia n6i "Bat c khi nao chiing ta bat dugc ké
pham luat, ching ta tréi chiing vao mot cai cot go roi thap ltra dudi chan.
Cho nén ta canh cdo may dira vé so lwgng hach trong kem trai cady néng ctia
ta. Ta sé rat ti€c néu phai thiéu may dia dé."

"Y ba hinh phat nhw nhau, cho du vi pham bat ki luat nao sao?" Klaus
hoi.

"Di nhién roi." Ba Cao Tu6i khac dap "Luat 2 chi rd rang bat ki ai pha
luat déu dua 1én gian hoa thiéu. Néu ching ta khong dwa mdt nguwdi pha
ludt 1én gian hoéa thiéu, ching ta cling sé la nguwdi pha luat, roi ai dé khac sé
phai dwa chuing ta Ién gian hoa thiéu. Hiéu chwa?"
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"Hoi hoi." Violet n6i, mac du sy that 1a con bé khong hiéu gi hét. Khong
dia nao nha Baudelaire hiéu cd. Mac du ching khinh thuong béa twéc Olaf,
nhung bon tré khong thich cai y hoa thiéu 6ng ta. Viéc hoa thieu mot tén
phan dién trén gian cling nhw viéc mot téen phan dién lam ch khong phai
b&i nhitng nguwdi mo dao gia cam.

"Nhung ba twdc Olaf khong chi la mot nguwdi pha luat." Klaus noi, lya
chon tir ngit can than "Ong ta pham da moi toi ac kinh khiing. T6t nhét c6
1é ta nén giao ong ta cho chinh quyén, thay vi dwa lén gian hoa thiéu."

"A, d6 1a thi ta c6 thé néi trong budi hop." Mot ba trong Hai néi "Va tét
hon hét, ta nén nhanh lén chit khong sé tré. Hector, leo xudng khoi cai
thang do di."

Hector khong tra 16i, nhung 6ng ta leo xuéng va theo ba nguwoi Hoi
Nguoi Cao Tudi di khéi Pai Phun Nwdc Gia Cam, gilt mat nhin xuéng mat
duong. Bon tré nha Baudelaire di theo Hector, bung ching non nao khi
ching buéc qua khu lang trén dén khu lang dwéi, noi 1 qua dang dau giong
hém qua, lic bon tré lan dau tdi V.F.D. Bung ching con cao nhe nhom va
phan khich, vi ching tin rang ba twdc Olaf da bi bat, nhung cling c6 su lo
lang, sg hai, vi chiing ghét cai y nghi 6ng ta c6 thé bi thiéu trén gian. Hinh
phat cho ngudi pha luat V.F.D lam ching nhé dén cai chét ba me ctia minh,
ching khong thich cai y nghi ai do6 bi Itta thieu, cho du ngwoi dé c6 hen ha
t¢i mirc nao. That kho chiu khi cdm thdy nhe nhdm, phan khich, lo lang roi
sg hdi cung lic, ngay khi chiing dén Toa Thi Chinh, bung cta bon tré mo
co6i nha Baudelaire rung 1én nhw mdy con qua dang lao xao, xdo tron ma
mat c6 thé nhin thay ttr xa.

Khi bung ai d6 nén nao nhw vay, tot hon la nén nam nghi mot ti, nham
nhi do uéng co6 ga, nhung khong cé thoi gian cho nhitng viéc d6. Ba thanh
vién ctia H6i dan dwong vao can phong rong 16n trong Toa Thi Chinh trang
tri v&i may bitc tranh qua. Can phong trong tinh trang hon loan, cum tir &
day c6 nghia la "day ap nguwoi Cao Tudi va nguwdi dan ditng xung quanh
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tranh luan". Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin quét qua can phong tim dau hiéu
cta Olaf, nhuwng khong thdy ai qua may cai dau qua lac Iuw.

"Chung ta can bat dau budi hop!" Mot ngudi trong hoi la 1én. "MAay
Nguoi Cao Tudi, tim cho ngoi trén ghé dai di. Dan lang, tim chd ngoi trén
ghé xép di." Nguwoi dan dong loat ngung noi réi nhanh chéng ngoi vao vi
tri, c6 1& ho sg sé bi thiéu trén gian néu ho khong ngo6i xuéng nhanh. Violet
va Klaus ng6i xudng canh Hector, 6ng van nhin cham cham xu6ng san nha
im lang, va am Sunny lén dé con bé c6 thé thay.

"Hector, dan ST Quan Luciana va ba twéc Olaf 1én buc thdo ludn." Mot
Nguoi Cao Tuobi ra 1énh, khi vai ngwdi dan cudi cung ngéi xuong.

"Khoéng can." Mdt giong ndéi 16n 1én tir cudi phong, réi bon tré quay lai
thdy ST Quan Luciana, v6i m6t nu cwoi 16n dé rwc dwdi 16p chan ctia nén
bao hiém "T6i c6 thé ty minh 1én buc. Du gi t6i cling la Canh Sat Trudong."

"Pung r6i." Mot Nguwoi Cao Tudi noi, réi nhiéu nguwdi khac trén ghé dai
gat gat cai non qua dong y khi Luciana dao buwéc lén buc, tirng buéc cua
doi boot den tao ra tiéng Clunk! trén san nha sang bong.

"Toi tw hao khi néi." ST Quan Luciana néi tw hao "T6i vira lam mot vu
bat gilt dau tién trong nghia vu Canh Sat Trudng ctia minh. Xuat sac chwa?"

"Hoan ho, hoan ho!" Nhiéu ngudi dan la 1én.

"Va bay gid." Luciana néi tiép "Chiing ta hdy gdp ké ma ching ta dang
non nao dua lén gian hoa thiéu day - ba twdc Olaf!"

V6i mot ¢t chi, ST Quan Luciana buwéc khéi buc, di t6i cudi phong, roi
16i mot ngudi dan ong trong so hai ra khoi cai ghé xép. Ong ta mic bo do bi
son cung vdi vét rach 16n trén vai va cai cong tay bing bac sang béng. Ong
ta khong mang gidy hay v& gi ca, va khi ST Quan Luciana dan 6ng ta 1én
buc, bon tré c6 thé nhin thdy ong ta c6 mdt hinh xam con mat trén mat ca
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chan trdi, giong cta ba twdc Olaf. Khi 6ng ta quay dau lai nhin khan phong,
bon tré c6 thé thay 6ng ta c6 1ong may mot hang, thay vi hai, giong ctia ba
twdc Olaf. Nhung bon tré cling c6 thé thay 6ng ta khong phdi 1a ba tudc
Olaf. Ong &y khong cao nhu Olaf, dng ta khong 6m, ciing khong c6 hom
trong mong tay, hay anh nhin gay gat, gian xao trong d6i mat. Nhung hon
hét bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 thé thdy ong ta khong phai la ba twéc Olaf,
theo cach noéi cua ban la mot nguoi la khong phai bac cua ban, cho du 6ng
ta mdc cung cai do khoac cham bi va céi dau t6c xoan gia ma 6ng ay ludn
doi. Ba chi em n6 nhin nhau, r6i nhin ngwdoi dan ong bi kéo 1én buc, véi
cam gidc chim xudng ching nhan ra minh da nhdy tGi két luan vé viéc ba
twdc Olaf bi bat.

"Thwa quy 6ng quy ba." ST Quan Luciana n6i "Cung bon tré mo coi, toi
mang dén day ba tuwdc Olaf!"

"Nhung t6i khong phai 1a Olaf!" Ong ta hét 1én "Tén t6i 1a Jacques va..."

"Im ldng!" Mot trong nhitng thanh vién nghiém khac nhat Hoi Nguoi
Cao Tuodi ra lénh "Luat 920 chi ro rang khong ai dwgc phép noi khi ditng
trén buc."

"Pua len gian hoa thieu di!" Mot giong khac la len, va tui nho quay qua
thdy ong Lesko ditng lén va chi vao nguoi dan 6ng dang run ray trén buc
"Lau lam r6i chua thiéu ai ca!"

Nhiéu thanh vién ctia Hoi gat dau "Pung nhu vay." Mot trong s6 ho ndi.

"Pung roi, hdn 1a Olaf." Ba Morrow noéi 1én tir phia xa phong "Ong ta c6
16ng may mot hang chit dau phai hai, con c6 mot hinh xam con mat trén
mat c4 chan trai kia."

"Nhwng nhiéu ngudi cé 16ng may mot hang ma." Jacques hét 1én "Toi cé
cai hinh xam nay vi mot phan céng viéc."
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"Va viéc cta nguoi 1a mot tén phan dién!" Ong Lesko néi 1én ho héi
"Luat 19833 chi r6 rang khong tén phan dién nao dwgc phép & trong khu
vuc lang, nén chung ta phai dwa nguoi 1én gian hoa thiéu!"

"Hoan ho, hoan ho!" Nhiéu tiéng néi dong tinh.

"T6i khong phdi 1a nguwdi xdu!" Jacques néi hoang mang "T6i lam tinh
nguyén vien..."

"Pu roi da réi!" Nguwoi tré nhat Hoi Cao Tudi néi "Olaf, nguwoi da dugc
canh céo vé luat 920. Nguwdi khong duwgc noi khi dang trén buc. C6 dan lang
nao muon noi treede khi ta 1én lich thiéu Olaf khong?"

Violet ditng day, khong phai 1a mot hanh dong dé dang gi khi dau 6c ban
van quay cuong, chan ban van loang choang, va nguwoi ban van ring minh
kinh ngac "Chau mu6n néi." Con bé n6i "Lang V.E.D la gidam h6 cua chéu,
nén chau la cu dan."

Klaus dang am Sunny trén tay, ditng day bén canh chi n6 "Ngwoi dan
ong nay." N6 noi, chi vao Jacques "Khong phai la ba twdc Olaf. ST Quan
Luciana da pham sai lam khi bat 6ng ay, ching chau khong muén nhitng
diéu toi té xay ra nhu la thiéu nguwdoi dan 6ng vo toi do."

Jacques trao cho tui nhé mot nu cuwdi biét on, nhwng ST Quan Luciana
quay sang va budc di tdi cho bon tré nha Baudelaire dang ditng. Bon tré
khong thé nhin thdy mat ba ta, vi kinh chan cia nén bdo hiém con sup
xuong, nhwng déi moi do twoi cta ba ta cudn lai thanh mot nu cuwdi gugng
gao "Tui bay mai la ngudi lam moi thit t6i té hon." Ba dy ndi, ro6i quay sang
Hoi Nguoi Cao Tudi "Chac chan, ct soc khi nhin thay ba tuwdc Olaf lam tui
nho nay hoang mang." Ba ta nodi voi ho.

"Chtt con cai gi nita!" Mot Nguwoi Cao Tudbi dong y "V6i tw cach mot
nguwoi dan cta ngoi lang giam ho chia ching, ta yéu cau may dira nhoc nay
phai 1én givong ngu. Gio thi, c6 ngudi 16n nao mudn noéi khong?"
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Bon tré nha Baudelaire nhin Hector hi vong 06ng ta sé vugt qua su lo lang
va ditng 1én noéi. Chac chan 6ng ay khong tin ba chi em né qua hoang mang
khong con biét ba twdc Olaf la ai. Nhung Hector khong nhap cudc, mot
cum tir ¢ day cé nghia la "van ngoi trén ghé xép va dan mat xudng san
nha", réi mot lic sau Hoi Nguwai Cao Tudi chot van de.

"Vay ta chot van dé." Mot Nguwoi Cao Tudi ndi "Hector, dem tui
Baudelaire vé nha di."

"Pung vay!" Mot thanh viéen gia dinh Verhoogen noi 16n "BPua tui nho
1én giwvong roi hoa thiéu Olaf di!"

"Dling vy, ding vdy!" Nhiéu nguoi khac hét 1én.

Mot nguwoi trong Hoi Ngwoi Cao Tudi lac dau "Hom nay qua mudn dé
thidu ai d6 roi." Ong ta néi, c6 vai tiéng thi tham that vong tir phia ngudi
dan "Ta s& dwa b4 twdc Olaf 1én gian héa thidu ngay sau bita sang." Ong ta
tiép tuc "Nguwoi dan lang trén mang theo dudc, nguwdi dan lang duwédi thi
mang go dé moi Ira cung v6i may mon an vat b6 dudng. Hen gap ba con
ngay mai."

"Trong ldc d6." ST Quan Luciana théng bao "T6i sé gitt han ta & nha
giam lang trén, qua Pai Phun Nuéc Gia Cam."

"Nhung toi vo toi!" Nguwoi dan ong trén buc hét 1én "Lam on nghe toi di,
t0i cau xin cac nguoi! T6i khong phai la ba twdc Olaf! Tén toi la Jacques!"
Ong ta quay sang tui nho, nhitng ngudi cé thé nhin thdy doi méit ngan 1é
ctia 6ng "Oi mdy chau nha Baudelaire." Ong ta néi "Ta that yén tdm khi
thdy mdy chau con song. Ba me may chau..."

"Dt roi tén kia." ST Quan Luciana néi, gio ban tay deo gang mau trang
len tan vo miéng Jacques.
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"Pipit!" Sunny ré 1én, nghia la "Cho da!" Nhung Si Quan Luciana tham
chi khong them nghe hay quan tam, ba ta nhanh chong 10i Jacques ra khoi
ctra trede khi 6ng ta c6 thé noi thém bat i diéu gi. Nguwoi dan dirng 1én tr
nghé xép nhin 6ng ta, r6i bat dau ban tan khi Hoi Ngwoi Cao Tudi roi khoi
ghé dai. Bon tré nha Baudelaire thdy 6ng Lesko dua gidn vd&i nha
Verhoogen, nhw thé ca budi toi nay 1a mot biva tiéc vui vé chit khong phai la
mot cudc hop két an tir cho mot ngwdi vo toi. "Pipit!" Sunny ré 1én lan nita,
nhung khong ai nghe. Van dan mat 1én san nha, Hector dan Violet va Klaus
ra khoi Toa Thi Chinh. Nguoi dan ong da nang khong néi mot 104, bon tré
nha Baudelaire ciing vay. Bung chiing qua c6n cao, tim ching qua nang triu
dé md miéng. Khi ching roi khoi cudc hop hdi dong ma khong thay bong
hinh nao ctia Jacques hay ST Quan Luciana, ching cam thay con dau hon la
viéc da nhay t6i két ludn. Bon tré cam thdy nhu thé chiing vira nhdy khéi
vach da hay nhay ra tru6c mot doan tau dang chay. Khi ching budc ra khoi
Toa Thi Chinh vao man dém, bon tré mo6 c6i nha Baudelaire cam thay nhw
thé chiing sé khong bao gid nhdy cho vui nita.
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Chuong 7

Trong thé gigi ménh mong, khoc liét cua ching ta, c6 hang ta noi kho
chiu dé . Ban c6 thé & trong mot dong song day may con lwon dién cau
gat, hay & trong mét siéu thi day nhitng tén chay dién kinh 1an quan. Ban c6
thé & trong mot khach san khong cé nguwdi don phong, hay ban cé thé lac
16i & mot khu rirng dang tir tr chim trong bién nwéc. Ban cé thé & trong
mot cdi to ong hay mot san bay bo hoang hodc la trong van phong ctia mot
bac si phau thuat nhi déng, nhing mot trong nhitng thit khé chiu nhat cé
thé xdy ra vGi ban la thay ban than minh dang & trong tinh thé kho xt, do la
noi bon tré moé c6i nha Baudelaire tim thay ching dang & dém d6. Tim thay
ban théan trong tinh thé khé x&* nghia la moi tht dwong nhw day hoang
mang, nguy hiém, ban khong biét phai lam cai quai gi trén doi nay véi no,
va day la mét trong nhitng thit té hai nhat ma ban phai doi mat. Ba dita tré
nha Baudelaire ngoi trong nha bép cia Hector khi ngwdi dan 6ng da nang
dang nau mot bita toi Mexico khac, tat ca nhitng tinh thé khé xi ctia ching
c nhw ca khoai tdy nho ma 6ng ay cat lam ba phan.

"Moi thi¥ c6 vé r6i ram." Violet ndi rau ri "Anh em sinh ba nha Quagmire
dang dau do6 gan day, nhung ta khong biét & dau, manh moéi duy nhat ta co6
1a hai bai tho r6i ren. Gid thi c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng khong phai la ba tudc
Olaf, nhung 6ng ta c6 mot hinh xam con mat trén mat ca chan, 6ng ta muén
néi v6i ching ta vai diéu vé ba me."

"Con hon cé roi ram nita." Klaus n6i "N6 la nguy hiém. Ta can phai giai
cttu anh em nha Quagmire tredc khi ba twdc Olaf 1am gi d6 ghé gém, ta can
phai thuyét phuc Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi rang ngudi dan 6ng ho budc toi ding
la Jacques, vi ho sé dwa 6ng ay lén gian hda thiéu."
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"Quandary?" Sunny ndi, nghia la "Ta phai lam cai quai gi trén doi vGi no
day?"

"Chi khong biét ta c6 thé lam gi, Sunny." Violet trd 10i "Ching ta danh ra
ca ngay coO tim ra bai tho nghia la gi, roi ching ta c6 gang hét sitc thuyét
phuc H6i Nguwoi Cao Tudi la ST Quan Luciana da lam." Con bé va em no
nhin Hector, nguwdi chac chan khong c6 hét sitc v6i Hoi Ngudoi Cao Tudi
nhung thay vao do la co hét sitc ngoi trén ghé xép ma khéng noi 16i nao.

Hector th& dai va nhin tui nhé mot cach buén rau "Ta biét ta nén néi gi
d6." Ong ta néi véi ching "Nhung ta cam thay qua kém kep. Hoi Ngudi
Cao Tubi qua ap dat nén ta khong thé noéi bat ki 10i nao trong budi hop. Tuy
nhién ta c6 thé nghi ra vai thit chiing ta c6 thé lam dé giip."

"La gi the?" Klaus hoi.

"Ta c6 thé thuéng thi'c mén huevos rancheros." Ong ta néi "Huevos
rancheros la tring chien v6i dau, dung chung vdi banh nuwong tortilla va
khoai tay trong nuwéc sot ca chua cay."

Chi em n6 nhin nhau, c6 twdng twong lam thé nao cai dia do an do6 cé thé
mang ching ra khéi céi tinh thé khé x¥ nay "No gitp dugc gi chit?" Violet
hoi nghi ngai.

"Ta khong biét." Hector thita nhan "Nhwng ching sap xong ro6i, ta c6 thé
tw néi la cong thitc cia minh ngon d6. Thoéi nao, an di. Cé 1& mét bita t6i
ngon lanh sé gitip mdy dita nghi thong."

Tui nho thd dai, nhung gat dau dong y, ro6i ding day don ban, to mo thé
la da r6i, mot bita t6i tuyét voi trén thuc té€ gidp bon tré nha Baudelaire
nghi ra vai diéu. Khi Violet can thit miéng dau, con bé cam thay cac banh
rang, don bay trong bd ndo sang ché ctia né bat dau hoat dong. Khi Klaus
chdm banh nwéng tortilla vao nuwéc sot ca chua cay, né bat dau nghi nhitng
quyén sach da doc c6 thé hitu dung. Con Sunny khi n6 tray long doé tring
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lén mat, né can bon cay rang sat nhon lai v6i nhau c6 nghi mét viéc hitu
hiéu cho ching. Ngay khi bon tré nha Baudelaire két thtic bita t6i ma
Hector chuan bi cho chiing, y twédng cia ching da troi day va phat trién
thanh ké hoach day du, giong nhw cdy Nevermore da moc lén tr mot hat
giong ti hon twr rat 1au roi hay Pai Phun Nwéc Gia Cam vira dwgc xay gan
day tr ban thiét ké ghé todm cua ai do.

Sunny néi dau tién "K&é hoach!" né ndi.
"La gi Sunny?" Klaus hoi.
Vi ngon tay nhé xiu phu day nuwéc sot ca chua, Sunny chi ra ngoai ctra

soO chdo cdy Nevermore, dang phi day qua V.ED nhu thuong 1é
"Merganser!" Con bé néi chac chan.

"Em chdu ndi sang mai & d6 sé chac chan c6 mot bai tho khac cua
Isadora ¢ cung vi tri." Klaus gidi thich v&i Hector "Con bé mudén danh
nguyén dém nay ngoi duéi goc cay. Con bé nho xiu nén cho du ai mang thw
t@i cling chac chan khong phat hién ra n6, em dy c6 thé tim hiéu lam sao
may bai tho hai dong t&i dugce véi ching ta."

"Va diéu do sé mang ching ta dén gan hon vGi viéc tim kiém cac ban
nha Quagmire." Violet n6i "Pé la mot ké hoach hay, Sunny."

"Troi oi, Sunny." Hector noi "B chau khong sg khi danh cd dém bén
dudi dam qua do6 sao?"

"Therill." Sunny noi, nghia la "Khong c6 gi sg hon cai liuc ma chau leo
1én mot cai truc thang may bang rang."

"Em nghi minh ciing c6 mot ké hay." Klaus néi "Hector, hom qua 0ng
bdo vé&i chiing chau vé cai thu vién bi mat trong kho."
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"Suyt!" Hector néi, nhin quanh nha bép "Biwng cé n6i 16n! Chau biét n6
la pha luat khi chita may quyén sach do, va ta khong mudn 1én gian héa
thiéu dau."

"Chau khéng mudn bat ki ai 1én gian hoa thiéu ca." Klaus n6i "Bay gio,
thw vién bi mat cé sach vé may cai luat 1é cia V.F.D khong?"

"Chac chan r6i." Hector n6i "Ca dong. Bé&i vi sach luat miéu td may
nguwoi pha luat, nén ching da pha luat 108, la thw vién V.F.D khong thé

chwra sach pha luat."”

"Vay chau sé doc cang nhiéu sach luat cang tot." Klaus néi "Chac phai
c6 cach ctru Jacques khoi viéc 1én gian héa thiéu, chdu ca minh sé tim thay
no trong tung trang sach."

"Cha me o1i, Klaus." Hector n6i "Chau khong chan doc déng sach luat dé
a?"

"Khong cé gi chan hon cai ltic chau doc dong sach ngit phap, thay vi citu
di Josephine." N6 dap.

"Sunny thi hanh dong dé ctu anh em nha Quagmire." Violet n6i "Klaus
thi hanh dong cttu Jacques. Con chau phdi hanh dong ctu ching ta."

"Y chi 1a sao?" Klaus héi.
"Chi nghi ba twdc Olaf ditng phia sau dong rac r6i nay." Violet noi.
"Grebe!" Sunny no6i nghia la "Nhuv thuong le!™

"Néu lang V.F.D thiéu Jacques." Violet néi tiép "Thi moi ngudi sé nghi
ba twdc Olaf chét roi. Chau ca la to Daily Punctilio sé c6 mot bai viét nhw
thé. Do la tin mirng cho Olaf - Olaf that syw. Néu moi nguwdi nghi 6ng ta chét
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16i, Olaf c6 thé tré nén nguy hiém nhw chinh con ngwoi o6ng ta, chinh quyén
sé khong truy tim Ong ta nita."

"Pung vay." Klaus néi "Ba tuwdc Olaf chac da tim thay Jacques - du 6ng
dy 1 ai - roi mang 6ng ta t6i ngdi lang ndy. Ong ta biét ST Quan Luciana s&
nghi nguwoi dan ong kia la Olaf. Nhung diéu do sé cttu dugce gi cho ching
ta?"

"Néu ta gidi cttu cac ban nha Quagmire va chithg minh Jacques v6 t6i."
Violet n6i "Ba twéc Olaf sé tranh xa chiing ta, va ching cta c6 thé dya vao
Hoi Nguoi Cao Tudi dé bao vé chung ta."

"Poe!" Sunny noi.

"Hodc la 6ng Poe." Violet dong tinh "D6 1a 1y do ching ta can mot cach
dé citu 1ay ching ta." N6 quay sang Hector "HOm qua, 6ng ciing c6 néi vdi
ching chau vé cai nha bay di dong."

Hector nhin quay nha bép lan nita dé dam bao khong ai nghe thiy "DPung
vay." Ong ta n6i "Nhung ta nghi ta s& dirng né lai. Néu Hoi Nguoi Cao
Tudi biét ta pha luat 67, ta c6 thé bi dwa 1én gian héa thiéu. Du sao, ta ciing
khong c6 dong co dé lam nd."

"Néu 6ng khong phién, chdu muén nhin qua né." Violet néi "Co thé chau
s& gitip hoan thién né. Ong muén ding ngdi nha bay di dong dé thoét khéi
V.E.D, thoat khoi H6i Nguwoi Cao Tudi va nhitng thit dang kém kep 6ng ma,
va n6 la mot phwong tién trén chay tuyét voi."

"Co thé la ca hai ta." Hector n6i bén lén, viron qua ban vo vai Sunny "Ta
rat thich hgp tac véi ba dita, sé rat tha vi khi ta chia sé ngdi nha bay véGi cac
chau. Co6 rat nhiéu phong trong ngéi nha bay khi cau, mét khi né thanh
cong, chung ta c6 thé cat canh cho n6 va khong bao gio phéi xuéng nita. Ba
twgc Olaf va dong bon ctia han sé khong bao gio c6 thé lam phién tui chau
nita. Chau nght sao?"
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Ba dita tré nghe ki 16i dé nghi cua Hector, nhung khi ching c6 noéi véi
ong ay diéu ching nghi, né nhw thé chiing lai dang trong mot tinh thé khé
X0 nita. MOt mat thi sé rat thu vi khi song mot cach khong binh thwong,
nghi dén chuyén dugc an toan khéi nanh vuét ctia ba twdc Olaf mai mai rat
chi la hdp dan. Violet nhin em géi n6, nghi vé 1oi hita ngay xwa, khi Sunny
dwoc sinh ra, no hita sé luon cham soc hai dita em minh, ddam bao chung
khong roi vao nguy hiém. Klaus nhin Hector, 6ng la ngwoi dan trong ngoi
lang t0i té nay that sy c6 vé quan tam tui nho, giong nhuw diéu mot ngwoi
giam hd nén lam. Con Sunny nhin ra ngoai ctta sd, bau troi dém, nhéd dén
ngay dau tién né va anh chi né nhin thdy bay qua V.F.D bay thanh vong mét
cach phi thuwong réi wéc gi ching cling cé thé nhw vay, c6 thé tron thoat
khoi tdt cd nhitng lo au. Nhung mot mat khac, bon tré nha Baudelaire cam
thay bay khoi nhitng rac r6i cia chiing, song mai mai trén troi cao, khong
phadi 1a mot cach séng chac an cho ai d6. Sunny la em bé, Klaus chi méi
muoi hai con Violet dita 16n nhat tham chi méi muwdi bon, chwa da trwdng
thanh. Bon tré nha Baudelaire c6 rat nhiéu diéu hi vong can hoan thanh
dwéi mat dat, ching khong chac ching cé thé don gian tir bo hét nhitng hi
vong dé khi con qua tré. Bon tré nha Baudelaire ngo6i tai ban, nghi vé ké
hoach ctia Hector, duwong nhw d6i vdi tré em, néu ching danh phan doi con
lai troi ndi trén trdi cao, ching don gidn sé khong & trong thé loai cua
ching, cum tr ¢ day co6 nghia la "loai nha ma ba chi em chiing sé thich".

"Uu tién hon hét." Violet cudi cung ciing noéi, hi vong n6 khong lam tén
thwong cam xuc cta Hector "Truwéc khi ta dwa ra quyét dinh vé phan doi
con lai, ta phdi dwa Duncan va Isadora ra khéi sy chia cat caa Olaf."

"Pam bao Jacques khong bi dwa lén gian hoa thieu." Klaus noéi.

"Albico!" Sunny thém vao, nghia la "Con phai gidi quyét bi an vé V.F.D
ma anh chi nha Quagmire noi vdi chung ta."

Hector thé dai "May dita néi diing." Ong ta néi "Nhitng diéu dé quan
trong hon, cho du ching 1am ta thdy kém kep. A, dwa Sunny dén cai cay
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thoi, r6i dén nha kho, cho thw vién va phong sang ché. C6 1€ sé lai la mot
dém dai day, nhu hi vong lan nay ta sé khong lam to nita."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire cudi véi ngwoi dan 6ng da nang roi theo 6ng ta
buéc ra ngoai béng dém thoang mat day am thanh cta 14 qua khi vé dém.
Ching gitt nguyén nu cwoi khi tdch nhau ra, Sunny bo vé phia cay
Nevermore con hai dita 16n nha Baudelaire theo Hector vao kho, chiing tiép
tuc cwdi khi dwa tirng ké hoach vao hanh dong. Violet cudi vi phong sang
ché cua Hector rat day da, rat nhiéu kém, keo, day cing moi thit ma bd nao
phat minh ctia n6 can, béi vi ngoi nha bay khi cau cia Hector la mot co ché
khong 16, hap dan - mot loai phat minh day thir thach ma con bé thich lam.
Klaus cwdi vi the vién cia Hector rat thodi mai, may cai ban chac chan
cung ghé dém rat thich hgp dé doc sach, va bdi vi may cudn sach luat cua
V.E.D rét day, day tir kho - mot loai thit thach ma n6 thich. Con Sunny cudi
vi c6 rat nhiéu canh cay héo ctia cady Nevermore rung xuong mat dat, nén
né sé co vai thit dé gam trong khi tron va chd bai tho hai dong tiép theo tGi.
Bon tré déu ¢ ding vi tri ciia minh. Violet & ding vi tri la phong sang ché,
con Klaus ¢ dung vi tri la thw vién, con Sunny & dang vi tri la ¢ dudi mat
dat gan thit gi d6 dé can. Violet cot téc 1én bang sgi ruy bang dé toc khoi
vén mat, Klaus lau kinh, Sunny bam miéng dé ham rang san sang cho
nhiém vu phia trwéc, ba chi em chiing mim cuwdi nhiéu hon tir lic ching
dén lang. Bon tré mo c6i nha Baudelaire dang & ding vi tri cua ching,
ching hi vong viéc & diang vi tri sé dwa chiing ra khéi tinh thé khoé xt cuaa
minh.

(Tudt view 16i budn qua €& Chiic ca nha ndm méi vui vé. Nay li xi ca
nha thém 1 chwong nita vao 21h t6i nay [ming 4] nha «")
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NGOI LANG TOI TE

Lemony Snicket
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 8

Bubi sang hom sau bat dau vdi tia nang dai day mau sac, Sunny ngoi
tron dudi gdc cady Nevermore. N6 tiép tuc véi am thanh thitc gidc cua ld
qua, Klaus nghe thdy tir thw vién trong kho, tiép theo la may con qua bay
thanh vong trén bau trdi, Violet nhin thay khi né roi khoi phong sang ché.
Ngay khi Klaus cung chi n6 ra khéi nha kho, con Sunny bo trén manh dat
bang phang t6i chd anh chi n6, may con qua ngirng bay vong réi cung nhau
bay 1én lang trén, cai budi sang that dep, thanh binh d6 ma khi t6i miéu ta
noé, té6i xém quén né la mét budi sang that buén doi véi to6i, mot budi sang
ma t6i wéc minh cé thé gach bé mai mai khéi cuon lich nha Snicket. Nhung
toi khong thé x6a ngay nay, vai t6i cling khong thé viét mét cai két co hau
cho cudn sach nay, don gian vi cau chuyén nay khong dién ra theo cach do.
Cho du bubi sang d6 dé thuwong bao nhiéu, hay sy tw tin ctia bon tré nha
Baudelaire vé nhitng gi ching kham phéa su6t dém bao nhiéu, thi ciling
khong cé két thic tét dep nao & cudi cau chuyén nay, cling nhw chang c6
con voi nao & cudi dwong chan troi V.F.D.

"Chao budi sang." Violet néi véi Klaus, roi ngap.

"Chao bu6i sang." Klaus tra 1oi. N6 cam hai quyén sach trong tay, nhung
hwéng vé phia Sunny, con bé dang bo t6i "Moi thit trong phong sang ché
v6i Hector sao roi?"

"A, Hector ngti guc vai tiéng trwée." Violet néi "Nhung chi kham pha vai
sai s6t nhé trong ngo6i nha bay khi cau. B6 dan suat yéu do vai van dé véi
mady phat dién Hector lam. Nghia la do bom khi cau khong dong déu, nén
chi da thiét 1ap lai mot s6 6ng dan chinh. Ngoai ra, hé thong tuan hoan nuwéc
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dwgc van hanh trén mdy 6ng dan khong phu hop, lam mat tw duy tri nhién
liéu sé khong kéo dai du lau nhw ké hoach, nén chi dinh tuyén lai 6ng hé
thong nuwéc."

"Ning!" Sunny goi khi n6 t6i v6i anh chi no.

"Chao bu6i sang, Sunny." Klaus n6i "Violet dang ké anh nghe chi dy tim
thdy vai 16i sai trong phat minh cua Hector, nhung chi ay nghi c6 thé sira
ching."

"Chi la chi mudn kiém tra thir toan bo thiét bi trwdc khi n6 bay 1én, néu
c6 thoi gian." Violet n6i r6i am Sunny 1én "Nhuwng chi nghi moi thit nén
hoat dong that tot. P6 la mot phat minh phi thwong. Mot nhém ngudi nho
sé that sy danh phan doi con lai song an toan trén khong. Em c6 phat hién
dugc gi trong thu vién khong?"

"Pau tién, em thdy may cudn sach vé luat V.F.D that sy kha la hap dan."
Klaus n6i "Vi du luat 19 chi r6 rang nhitng cdy viét dwoc lam tr 16ng qua
méi duge lvu hanh trong lang. R6i luat 39 chi rd rang bat c@ thit gi lam tw
16ng qua la bat hgp phap. Lam sao ngudi dan c6 thé tuan theo hai quy tac
cung luc chya?"

"Chac 1a ho khéng c6 cay viét nao ca." Violet néi "Nhung diéu dé khong
quan trong. Em c6 tim thdy diéu gi c6 ich trong may cudn sach ludt
khong?"

"C6." Klaus néi, r6i m& mot trong hai quyén sach n6 cam "Nghe nay:
Luat 2493 chi ro rang bat ki ngwdi nao bi dwa Ién gian héa thiéu déu c6 co
héi dé phat biéu trwdc khi ngon ltta dwgc thap 1én. Ta c6 thé tGi nha giam
lang trén bay gio dé dam bdo Jacques c6 dac an do. Trong bai phat biéu,
ong ay c6 thé noéi vGi moi ngwoi ong ta that sy la ai, va tai sao ong ta c6 cai
hinh xam do."
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"Nhung 6ng dy da co lam vay hom qua trong budi hop roi." Violet noi
"Khong ai tin 6ng ay hét. Tham chi khong ai them nghe."

"Em cling dang nghi vay." Klaus no6i, m@ quyén sach thi hai ra "Cho dén
khi em doc diéu nay."

"Towhee?" Sunny hoi, nghia la "C6 luat nao chi rd ngudi khac phéi lang
nghe nguoi dién thuyét khong?"

"Khong." Klaus tra 101 "Pay khong phai la sach luat. Pay la sach tam ly
hoc, kién thitc tri 6¢c. N6 bi loai bé khoi thw vién vi c6 mot chwong vé bo
lac Cherokee ctia Bac M¥. Ho lam moi thit bang 16ng vii, diéu dé pha luat
39."

"That buon cuwoi." Violet nai.

"Em dong y." Klaus n6i "Nhung em mirng vi cuon sach do6 & day, thay vi
trong lang, vi né cho em mot y twéng. Cé6 mot chwong vé tam ly dam
dong."

"Wazay?" Sunny hoi.

"Bam dong la mot dam nguwoi." Klaus gidi thich "Thuong la mot dam
dong gian di."

"Nhu ngwoi dan va Hoi Nguwoi Cao Tudi ngay hom qua." Violet néi

"Trong Toa Thi Chinh. Ho cuc ki tirc gian."

"Chinh xac." Klaus noi "Gio thi nghe nay." Dwa gitta nha Baudelaire m&
quyén sach th hai ra va bat dau doc "Chiéu hwéng hua theo do tim thitc dé
bi lung lay ctia ddm dong nam trong so nhitng y kién don doc, thé hién r6
rang tai cac diém khac nhau trong truong am thanh." ( Dich cho 'xém' dé
hiéu chit khong theo chuyén mon nha ba con)
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"Chiéu huéng gi? Am thanh gi?" Violet héi "Nghe cit nhu em dang néi
vé opera."

"Quyén sach nay c6 nhiéu tir chuyén mon." Klaus néi "Nhung may thay
c6 mot quyén tir dién trong thw vién cua Hector. N6 bi loai bé khoi V.F.D vi
chita tir 'thiét bi dién ti'. May cau do c6é nghia la néu mot vai ngudi, rai rac
trong s6 dam dong, bat dau la 1én y kién cua ho, ngay sau do, toan bo dam
dong sé dong tinh theo. N6 dién ra trong budi hop hoi dong ngay hém qua -
mot vai nguwdi néi may diéu néng ndy, roi ngay sau dé nguyén cai phong
buc tic theo."

"Vue." Sunny no6i, nghia la "A, em nhé r6i."

"Khi chung ta t6i nha giam." Klaus noi "Chung ta phai dam bao Jacques
dwgc phép phat biéu. R6i khi ong ay giai thich ban than, ching ta sé tw
minh chia ra trong ddm déng r6i la 1én nhitng thi nhw "T6i tin 6ng ay.' r6i
'hoan ho, hoan ho!' tam ly dam dong s€ giup Jacques ty do."

"Em that sy nghi no sé thanh cong ch?" Violet hoi.

"Em mudn tht n6." Klaus néi "Giong nhw chi muon thit cai nha bay khi
cau dé. Gid thi Sunny, em kham phé dwgc diéu gi sau khi danh nguyén dém
dwdi goc cay?"

Sunny gio ban tay nhé lén cho anh chi né xem mot cuén gidy khac nita.
"Tho hai dong!" N6 hét 1én dac thang, anh chi né tum lai doc né.

Thit dau tién cac cau doc c6 chita manh moi:
Mot cach viét tat dé n6i chuyén véi cac cau.
(The first thing you read contains the clue:

An initial way to speak to you.)
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"Lam t6t lam Sunny." Violet néi "Pay chac chan la mot bai tho khéac cua
Isadora Quagmire."

"Va né co6 vé duwa ching ta trd lai bai tho ban dau." Klaus néi "N6 ghi
'"Th dau tién cac cau doc c6 chita manh moi."."

"Nhuwng con 'Mot cach viét tat dé néi chuyén véi cac cau.' la sao?" Violet
héi "Viét tat, giobng nhw V.F.D a?"

"Co6 1é thé." Klaus tra 10i "Nhung 'viét tat' con cé nghia la 'duy nhét'. Em
nghi Isadora c6 y day la cach duy nhét dé cau ay noi véi ching ta - qua
may bai tho nay."

"Nhuwng ching ta biét roi ma." Violet néi "May ban nha Quagmire sé
khong can noi diéu nay véi ching ta. Nhin lai tat ca cac bai tho xem. Biét
dau no6 cho ta mot cai nhin toan ven hon."

Violet 1ay hai bai tho kia ra khai tui, r6i ba chi em xem xét cung nhau.
Vi nhitng vién da quy ma ching t¢ bi bat & day.

Chi c6 cac cau méi c6 thé cham ditt noi so cua ching t6.

Chung t& khong thé n6i cho dén Idc binh minh.

Khong ttr nao c6 thé thot ra tir cdi moé chim buon ba nay."

Thit dau tién cac cau doc c6 chita manh moi:

Mot cach viét tat dé n6i chuyén véi cac cau.

(For sapphires we are held in here.

Only you can end our fear.

Until dawn comes we cannot speak.

https://thuviensach.vn



No words can come from this sad beak.

The first thing you read contains the clue:

An initial way to speak to you.)

"Phan cai mo van la chd hoang mang nhat." Klaus noi.

"Leucophrys!" Sunny noéi, nghia la "Em nghi em cé thé giai thich né -
may con qua mang tho dén."

"Sao duwgce chi?" Violet hoi.

"Loidya!" Sunny tra 10i, nghia la "Em chac chan khong ai tdi gan cai cay
su6t déem hét, roi khi binh minh, to gidy roi xudng tir tan cay bén trén."

"Em c6 nghe vé b6 cau dwa thuw." Klaus n6i "May con chim d6 mang thw
cho nguoi khac. Nhung em chwa bao gio nghe qua dwa thuw."

"C6 1é ching khong biét 1a ching dwa thw." Violet néi "Mday ban nha
Quagmire c6 thé cot thw vao tui qua bang cach nao do6 - bé vo mo chiing
hodc vao 16ng - r6i bai tho rét ra khi chiing ngt trén cdy Nevermore. Anh
em ho chac phdi & dau do trong lang. Nhung & dau chi?"

"Ko!" Sunny hét 1én, chi vao bai tho.

"Sunny noéi ding." Klaus n6i phan khich "N6 néi 'Ching t& khong thé
néi cho dén lic binh minh.". Nghia 1a ho chuyén bitc thuw di vao budi séang,
khi Id qua dau ¢ lang trén."

"Vay thi c6 thém mot ly do dé ching ta 1én lang trén." Violet dap "Ta c6
thé cttu Jacques triée khi 6ng ay bi dwa 1én gian héa thiéu, roi tim kiém cac
ban nha Quagmire. Khong c6 em, Sunny, ching ta sé khong biét nén tim
anh chi nha Quagmire ¢ dau ca."
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"Hasserin." Sunny ndi, nghia la "Khong c6 anh, Klaus, ching ta sé
khong biét cach cttu Jacques."

"Va khong co chi, Violet." Klaus noi "Chung ta sé khong co6 co hoi thoat
khai lang nay."

"Va néu ching ta ct ding ¢ day." Violet néi "Ta sé khéng cttu dugc ai
cad. Bi danh thitc Hector thoi, di thoi. H6i Ngwoi Cao Tubi néi ho sé dua
Jacques lén gian hoa thiéu ngay sau bita sang."

"Yikes!" Sunny néi, nghia la "Khong con nhiéu thdi gian dau." Nén bon
tré nha Baudelaire khong mat nhiéu thoi gian di vao kho, qua thw vién cia
Hector, n6 to t&i mitc chi em nha Baudelaire khong thé tin dwgc Klaus da
tim thdy dugc thong tin hitu ich trong ritng sach va ké sach nay. C6 may cai
ké cao tdi noi ban phai ditng trén thang méi t6i duwgce tang trén cung, co
may keé lai thap t6i no6i ban phai bo trén san mdi doc dwoc cai twa. C6 may
cudn sach trong that ndng né, c6 may cudn lai qua nhe dé & mot cho, co
may cubn sach nhin chan t¢i mitc chi em n6 hong thé twdng twong sé doc
chiing - nhung cling c6 nhiéu cuén sach van con chat thanh dong 16n, hay
trdi ra day ban sau budi doc sach thau dém cta Klaus. Violet va Sunny
muoén dirng lai xép ching mot chit, nhung ching biét ching khoéng co
nhiéu thoi gian.

Phia sau ké sach cudi thw vién la phong sang ché cua Hector, noi Klaus
va Sunny lan dau tién nhin qua ng6i nha bay khi cau tv duy tri, mot cong
trinh vi dai. Muoi hai cai gié khong 16, moi cai co6 kich thwéc mot cai
phong nhé, xép chong 1én nhau trong géc, duge két noi véi nhau bang cac
loai 6ng dan, 6ng nuwdc, day cg, bao quanh may céi gio la may tam kim loai
16n, khung lwéi go, binh thiy tinh, tdi gidy, hp nhiwa, cudn day bén, cting
v&i mot so thiét bi co khi 16n cé niit, cong tac, banh rang, va mét dong khi
cau chwa bom. Ngbi nha bay khi cau ty duy tri qua stc bao la va day du
lam hai dita em nha Baudelaire nh¢ tgi lac tui n6 hinh dung ra bg ndo sang
ché ctia Violet, titng phan cta n6 qua stre thu vi lam Klaus va Sunny khong
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biét nén xem cai gi dau tién. Nhung bon tré nha Baudelaire biét ching
khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian nén thay vi giai thich phat minh nay cho hai dia
em cua minh, Violet buéc nhanh t6i mot trong nhitng cai gio ma Klaus véi
Sunny ngac nhiéen vi n6 c6 givong cung Hector dang ngu.

"Chao bubi sang." Nguwoi dan ong da nang noi, khi Violet nhe nhang kéu
ong ay day.

"Nay la mét budi sang dep troi." Con bé dap "Ching chau da tim thay
nhiéu thit hay ho. Chting ta sé giai thich moi thit trén dwong 1én lang trén."

"Lang trén sao?" Hector noi, budc ra khoi gié "Nhung 1t qua dang dau ¢
lang trén ma. Ching ta lam viéc & lang dwdi vao budi sang ma, nhg
khong?"

"Chung ta sé khong lam bat ki viéc gi sang nay ca." Klaus n6i chac nich
"Po6 la mot trong nhitng thit ching chau can giai thich."

Hector ngap, vuon vai, dui mat réi cwdi véi tui nho "Roi, bat tay vao
viéc." Ong ta noi, dung mot cau thanh ngit c6 nghia 1a "Bét dau néi véi ta
vé ké hoach ctia may dita di."

Chi em n6 dwa Hector ra khéi phong sang ché, thu vién va cho ong ta
khoéa ctra kho. Roi khi chiing bat dau nhitng budc dau tién trén vung dat
bang phdng vé phia lang trén, bon tré mé c6i nha Baudelaire bat tay vao
viéc. Violet ké cho Hector vé nhitng cdi tién né lam trén sang ché ctia 6ng
ay, Klaus ké vé nhitng thit né doc dwgc tir thw vién cta Hector, Sunny ké -
vGi s phién dich cta anh chi n6 - vé kham pha cta n6 lam thé nao ma bai
tho cda Isadora duwgc mang dén. Ngay khi bon tré nha Baudelaire trdi cuon
gidy ra cho Hector doc ba bai tho, ho da dén ria lang trén dang bi bao phu
day qua.

"Vay la bon tré nha Quagmire dang ¢ dau do trong lang trén." Hector noi
"Nhung & dau?"
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"Chau khong biét." Violet thita nhan "Nhung tot hon hét 1a ching ta co
gang ciu Jacques dau tién. Nha giam lang trén & dau thé?" Violet hoi
Hector.

"N6 bang qua Pai Phun Nuéc Gia Cam." Nguoi dan 6ng da nang tra 10i
"Nhung chac ching ta khdng can phwong huéng. Nhin phia trede kia."

Bon tré nhin, c6 thé thdy mét vai nguwdi dan cam dudc va budc vé phia
trwdc "Chac qua bira sang r6i." Klaus n6i "Ta phdi nhanh 1én."

Bon tré nha Baudelaire buéc di nhanh hét sitc gitta ddm qua dang dau
trén mat dwong, con Hector dang buéc theo ching véi sw kém kep, ngay
khi ching qua khic quanh dén DBai Phun Nuéc Gia Cam - hay it nhat la
nhitng gi ho cé thé thay cta né. Bai phun nwéc tran ngdp qua rung rinh doi
canh trong nuwdc dé tam tap budi sang, va bon tré nha Baudelaire kho c6 thé
thdy mot cai 16ng kim loai nao ctia cai twgng thay gdm. Qua khudng vién la
mot toa nha véi cira s6 song sat, may con qua dau trén song sat, va may cay
du6c nguwdi dan mang theo ditng thanh nita vong tron quanh ctta ra vao.
Nguwoi dan V.F.D dang dén nhiéu hon tit moi phia, ba dita nhé cé thé thay
vai nguoi Hoi Cao Tudi doi non qua ditng cung nhau ro6i nghe ba Morrow
néi gi do.

"Hinh nhw ta vira dén kip lic." Violet néi "T6t hon hét ta nén chia ra
khap dam déng. Sunny, em & phia bén trai kia nha. Chi sé bén phai kia."

"R4!" Sunny noi, bat dau bo qua mét nita vong nguwoi.

"Ta nghi ta sé & day." Hector n6i am tham, nhin xuéng mdt dat, nhung
bon tré khong c6 thoi gian tranh luan véi 6ng ay. Klaus bat dau buéc di
xuong gifta dam dong.

"Cho da!" Klaus hé 1én, di chuyén khé khan qua dam ngwoi "Luat 2493
chi ro rang bat ki ai bi mang 1én gian hda thiéu c6 co hoi phat biéu truée
khi dot Itra."
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"Pung vay." Violet hét Ién tir phia bén phdi doan nguwoi "Lang nghe
Jacques nao!"

ST Quan Luciana bwdc dén truedc Violet, lam né xém dap dau vo cai non
bdo hiém ctia canh sat trwdng. Bén duwdi kinh chan cia nén bao hiém,
Violet c6 thé thdy moi son ctia Luciana mim mét nu cwdi nhé "Qua mudn
r6i." Ba ta n6i, mot vai ngwdi dan quanh ba 4y 1am bam dong tinh. Vi mot
tiéng clunk! ctia doi boot, ba ay budc qua mot bén dé Violet thay chuyén gi
da xay ra. Tu phia bén trai doan nguoi, Sunny bo qua doi giay cua nguoi
ditng gan nha giam nhat, Klaus reén nguwdi qua vai ong Lesko dé nhin rd
tht moi ngwoi dang nhin.

Jacques dang nam trén mat dat v6i doi mat nham chat, hai thanh vién cua
Hoi Nguoi Cao Tubi dang phtt mét tdm vai trang 1én 6ng ta, nhu thé ho
dang cham gidc nga cho 6ng ay. Nhung doc gia than yéu o1, toi wdc gi toi
c6 thé viét nhw vay, nhung 6ng ta khong nga. Bon tré nha Baudelaire da
dén nha giam lang trén trwdc khi ngudi dan V.F.D c6 thé dwa ong ay lén
gian thiéu, nhung ching van khong dén kip luc.
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