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NORTON JUSTER

Sinh ngdy 2/6/1929 tai New York, M§. Ong 1a mdt nha van dong thdi 1a
kién truc su va gido su danh dy khoa Thiét ké Treong Cao dang Hampshire.
Ong néi tiéng véi cac tdc phdm danh cho thiéu nhi, trong d6 c¢6 The Dot and
The Line, da dugc dyng thanh mot bo phim hoat hinh doat gidi Oscar, va
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The Phantom Tollbooth (Tram thu phi qudi la). Hién 6ng séng véi vg &
Massachusetts.

-
o —— s

Hoa st JULES FEIFFER

Tén day du la Jules Ralph Feiffer, sinh ngay 26/1/1929, la mot hoa si
truyén tranh M§. Ong 1a tac gia ctia hon 35 cudn sach, vé kich va kich ban
phim. Nam 1986, ong doat giai Pulitzer cho loat hi hoa trén to Village Voice.
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“MGt cubn sach tuyét voi cho bat ¢t ai da khon ngoan dé thudng thic
nhitng ngu ngdn sac sdo cua Alice ¢ xti? s¢ diéu ky va sy ky quai caa Phu
thuy xt Oz.”

New York Times
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Tdng Andy va Kenny vi da kién nhan cho doi
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LOI GIOI THIEU

Nhu hau hét moi diéu tét dep tirng xdy ra trong doi toi, Tram thu phi
qudi la dugce viét khi t6i dang c6 né tranh mot viéc khac — mot viéc dang ra
to6i phai lam. C6 mot s6 nguwoi nhuw vay day. T6i la mot trong so Ay.

Pé t6i ndi cho ro.

Khi gidi ngi nam 1957, t6i tGi thanh pho New York va bat dau lam viéc
tai mot van phong kién truc, 1dy thém kinh nghiém can thiét d¢ mot ngay
nao do cd thé trd thanh kién tric sw. B4 1a t6i trong doi thuc, 1a cach t6i nhin
nhan ban than. Néu ban lay t6i tinh ddy gitta dém ma gang héi xem t6i 1a cai
gi, thi t6i sé budt ra “kién tric sw” trwedc khi néi 1a “nha van” hay “gido
vién” hay bat ct gi khac. Diéu d6 khong cé nghia la toi coi viéc viét lach
hay day hoc kém quan trong hon. Ca hai déu rat quan trong vdi t6i. Nhung
kién tric mdi la thit da dinh hinh cach nhin cta t6i véi thé gidi va cach toi
kich hoat cac y twong.

Trong khi lam viéc tai New York (1958-1959), toi tré nén rat quan tam
t¢i cach con ngwoi nhin nhan va trdi nghiém moéi trwong cta ho — diéu gi
khién cho ngwdi ta cdm thay mot cho la t6t dep hay t6i té, cach ching ta xay
dung cac thi trdn va thanh ph6é ctia minh ra sao. T6i chgt thdy lam mot
quyén sach cho tré em vé diéu nay sé that hay ho va hitu ich. Xét cho cung,
chinh y thitc va cac méi quan tam cta tré em sé anh hwéng t6i moi truong
cta chiung ta trong twong lai. Nhan dugc tai trg dé viét mot cuén sach vé
nhan thitc va quy hoach dé thi, t6i bo viéc va hao hitng bat tay vao mot
lvong nghién cttu khong 16 can thiét cho mot dy an nhw vay. T6i nhanh
chong phét hién ra chan ly trong cau cham ngén cii: “Khi Chida mudn tritng
phat nguwoi, ngudi sé ban cho nguwoi nhiéu mong wéc.”

Sau khi lam viéc nhiéu thang, t6i bi chodng ngop va thay kiét sitc, vay
nén téi quyét dinh di nghi, ra bién vai tuan, va chi di trén cat. Va, di nhién,
dé ngirng suy nghi vé quy hoach do thi, t6i phai nghi vé mot thit khac. Trong
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luc lang thang, t6i nhd lai mot cudc noi chuyén trong nha hang truée do vai
tuan. Toi dang dgi ban mot minh thi mot cau bé, khoang mwdi, mwoi mot
tudi gi doé, t6i ngdi canh. Sau mot 1at, noé dot nhién hoi, “So6 16n nhat 1a gi?”
D6 1a mot cau hoi khién ngudi ta giat minh. Tré con rat gioi viéc dé. Toi hoi
cau bé thé chau nghi s6 nao 16n nhat va réi bao thtt cong mot vao xem. N6
cling lam vy vdi toi. Chung t6i ¢t thé tiép tuc qua lai va da c6 mét khoang
thoi gian tuyét voi noéi chuyén vé cai vo han va nhan ra rang don gian la ta
chang thé nao dén d6 duoc tir day. T6i cam thay bi 16i cuén, dugc quay trd
lai ki niém tudi tho cta chinh minh cuing cai cach toi tirng nghi vé nhitng bi
an cua cudc doi. Thé la téi bat dau sang tac cai ma t6i nghi sé la mot cau
chuyén nho vé cudc cham trdn ctia mot dira tré v&i nhitng con so, ngon tu,
ngit nghia, va nhitng khai niém quai la khac van dugc ap dat lén tré con.
Cang viét toi cang bat dau nhd lai nhiéu hon nhitng gi minh ti'ng cdm nhan
va ban khoan khi con la mot dita tré. Sao hoi do t6i lai phai hoc nhiéu thiv
dwong nhu chang lién quan gi t6i doi minh nhw thé? Cai khé cua viéc hiéu
thé gidi cung céi cach qudi la, phi 16 gich ma n6 van hanh. Va hau hét la
chuyén t6i da danh biét bao thoi gian chang quan tam t6i viéc lam gi hay
hoc gi ca. Péi véi toi khi dy, muwoi tudi, thé gidi nay dwong nhu chang cé
nhiéu van diéu hay ly tinh.

T6i hanh phtic phéng bit, va cau chuyén cua t6i 16n dan 16n dan. Hay
nhat 1a né da git* cho cai quyén sach ma dang ra t6i dang phai viét tranh xa
khoi dau oc t6i. Toi ct viét mai cho t6i khi c6 mot mé cac chwong, hoi thoai
va nhan vat, ma khong biét tat ca sé dan dén dau. T6i da c6 mot khoang thoi
gian tuyét voi. Toi yéu thich cai co hoi dugc lat nguwgc moi thit, dao 1on
ching va nhét vao du cac cau chuyén cudi, nhitng man choi chi* ma bo tirng
khai tam cho t6i tir thoi tho au.

Sau khi viét dugc chitng nam chuc trang, mot nguwoi ban cta t6i da
mang n6 dén cho mot bién tap vién ma c6 dy quen biét. Vai tuan sau, toi
nhan dwgc hgp dong hoan thanh cuén sach. Troi dat oi, gio thi né da thanh
mot cudn sach — va t6i phai hoan thanh n6. N6 khong con la tro choi nita r6i.
T6i khong s@ hitu n6 ma la n6 s@ hitu t6i! Toi bat dau lai va c6 gang hét sic
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dé quén di ban hgp dong. Dan dan thi niém vui da trd lai. Sau sau thang, hai
cong chia da dugc ciu, trat ty da duge van hoi mot chit, va ca Milo lan t6i
déu hoc dugc vai diéu.

To6i cling nén néi vai 10i vé phan minh hoa. Lic viét cudn sach, t6i dang
chia sé mot can nha hai tang 16n nhung xap xé tai New York véi Jules
Feiffer. Tai thoi diém dé, Jules chi m&i bat dau sy nghiép. Anh bi thu hit béi
nhitng tiéng buwdc chan suy nghi téi lui ¢ tang trén phong anh, va thinh
thodng anh doc cac trich doan t6i dang viét r6i thir phac cac minh hoa.
Chung kha tuyét, nam bat dugc tinh than ctia cudn sach mot cach hoan hdo.
Chung t6i quyét dinh anh &y nén minh hoa cho cu6n sach. Nhuwng c6 mét s6
van dé nhé. Cé vai thit anh ay khong thich vé. Chang han nhw ban dé6. Jules
cling khong thich vé ngwa. Trong canh gan cudi sach khi Milo va hai cong
chia thoét khoi dam quy, doi quan cua Vwong qudc Thong Thai dang trén
lung ngwa. Bitc phac thdo dau tién cda Jules lai vé ho ngat ngudng trén lung
meéo. Chang may choc chuyén da trd thanh mot kiéu tro choi — anh dy ¢ tim
cach vé moi thtt nhw anh ay thich, con t6i tao ra nhitng thit sé gay khé khan
nhat cho anh ay. Vi dy, trén Day Nuii U Mé c6é mét dam quy de doa Milo.
Trong s6 ay c6 Ba Con Quy Thoéa Hiép — mot con cao gay, mot con béo lun,
con con thit ba nhin giong hét hai con kia. Ching khong bao gio’ dwgc minh
hoa. Jules cling tra diia, bang cach vé t6i la Nguoi Bién Bdo, mot ga ham
ham dau héi, béo lun, mdc 4o khoac dai. Kha la khong cong bang, vi ai cling
biét t6i chang bao gid mdc o khoac dai.

Du sao thi toi cling da chang bao gid tré lai v6i cuon sach vé do thi
nita, nhung buén cwoi la nhiéu thit to6i nghi dén dé danh cho quyén sach ay
da tim dwgc duong dén véi Tram thu phi qudi la. Cé 1€ m6t ngay nao dé t6i
sé trd lai vGi nd, khi nao to6i lai dang c6 gang tron khéi mét viéc gi do khac.

Norton Juster
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1. Milo

Co6 mot cau bé tén la Milo, cau chang biét minh phai lam gi — khong chi
doi khi, ma Idc nao cling thé.

Lic & truong, cau chi mong sém duwgc ra vé, va khi vé roi cau lai chi
mong dugc dén truong. Trén duong di cau nghi dén lic vé nha, va khi vé
nha ciu lai nghi dén chuyén ra ngoai. Bén bat ky noi nao cau cling wéc dugc
dén mot noi khac, va khi dén do roi thi cau lai tw héi minh mudn dén day dé
lam gi. Khéng cé gi thyc sy lam cau quan tdm — nhat 1a nhitng thit ma 1é ra
cau phai quan tam.

“Minh thay céi gi cling chi phi thoi gian,” mot hom cau budng 16i nhan
xét nhu vay trong lic chan nan di tir truong vé nha. “Minh chang hiéu tai
sao phai hoc cach giai nhitng bai toan voé ich, tai sao phai biét ngan nay cu
cdi trir di ngan kia cua cai thi con bao nhiéu, hay biét Ethiopia & dau, hay s6
ngay trong moi thang.” Va, vi chang c6 ai buon giai thich cho cau hiéu khac
di, nén cau coi viéc theo dudi tri thitc 1a chuyén phi thoi gian nhat trén doi.

Trong ltic voi va buéce di (vi mac du khong néng long mudn dén bat ky
noi nao, cau van muodn dén noi cang nhanh cang t6t) cung vdi nhitng suy
nghi rau 11 cia minh, cau thay that ky la lam sao khi thé gi¢i rong 16n dén
thé, ma lam ltic né lai c6é vé nho bé va trong vang dén vay.

“Va té hon ca,” cau buon ba ty nhd, “minh chang c6 viéc gi dé lam,
chang c6 ché nao muon di, va chang c6 th gi thay la dang xem ca.” Cau két
thic y nghi cudi cing nay bang mot tiéng thd dai ndo nudt dén néi mot cha
chim sé dang hét véo von gan do6 phai im bat va voi bay vé to.

Khéng dirng lai hay ngang 1én, cau buwéc nhanh qua nhitng can nha va
ctra hang dong dic nam doc hai bén pho, va chi may phut sau da vé dén nha
— lao qua tién sanh — nhdy vao thang mday — hai, ba, bon, nam, sau, bdy, tam,
roi lai chay ra — mé@ ctta can ho — chay vao phong minh — ng6i phich xuéng
mot chiéc ghé va khé lau bau, “Lai mot budi chiéu dai dang dang nita.”
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Cau u rll nhin nhitng tht minh c6. Nhitng cuén sach khién cau qua la
mét dau, nhitng mén do cau chuwa bao gio hoc cach dung, chiéc 6 t6 dién nhé
da nhiéu thang — hay la nhiéu nam nhi? — cdu khong 14i nita, r6i hang tram
thit do6 choi, vot, bong va nhiéu do linh tinh khac vuwong vai xung quanh.
Thé r6i, ¢ phia bén kia phong, ngay canh chiéc may quay dia, cau nhan ra
mot thit ma chac chan cu chwa hé nhin thay tredc kia.

Ai c6 thé dé & day mot cai thung hang khong 16 va ky la dén khong thé
ky la hon nhw thé? Béi vi, n6 khong vuéng han ma ciing chang phai tron, va
kich c@ cua n6 lai to 16n hon han cac loai thung c& 16n thong thwong ma cau
tirng thay.

Gén trén thing 1a chiéc phong bi mau xanh lo, chi dé mdy chit: “GUI
MILO, CAU BE DU DA THOI GIAN”.

Tat nhién, néu ban da ti'ng nhan dwgc mot mén qua bat ngd, han ban sé
twong twong duwgc la Milo dang to mo va phan khich dén thé nao; con néu
ban chwa bao gio nhan duwgc mot mén qua bat ngo thi hay chu y nhé, vi biét
dau mot ngay nao do ban nhan duwoc thi sao.

“Khong phai la sinh nhat minh,” cau ban khoan, “Giang sinh thi con
mdy thang nita m@i dén, ma minh ciing chang ngoan lam, that ra la chang
ngoan ti nao.” (Cau phai ty thira nhan nhw vay.) “Chac minh ciing sé chang
thich n6é dau, nhwng vi khong biét n6 tir dau dén nén minh cling khong g
tra lai dugce.” Cau ngam nghi thém hoéi 1au nita, réi mé chiéc phong bi ra cho
phai phép.

“MOT TRAM THU PHI BUONG CAO TOC CHINH HIEU”, trong
phong bi viét nhw vay — tiép dén la:

“DE DANG LAP RAP TAI NHA, DANH CHO NHUNG NGUOI
CHUA BAO GIO TOI NHUNG VUNG DAT NGOAI GIOT HAN”.

“Ngoai gidi han cua céi gi?” Milo tw hoi trong ltc tiép tuc doc.

“THUNG HANG BAO GOM CAC MON SAU:
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“Mot (1) tram thu phi dwong cao toc chinh hiéu, dé dang lap rap theo
huéng dan.

“Ba (3) bién bdo, dirng dé canh bao khi thay can canh béao.

“Tién xu cac loai dé tra phi.

“M0ot (1) ban do6, phién ban mdi nhat duwgc vé bdi cac chuyén gia trac
dia lanh nghé, m6 ta cac dia danh tw nhién va nhan tao.

“MGt (1) cudn luat 1€ va luat giao thong, dirng dai dot nghi dén chuyén
lach luat hay pham luat.”

Va dong cudi cung, viét bang cd chi* nhé hon, cé ndi dung:

“KHONG BDAM BAO SE PAT BUQC THANH QUA, NHUNG NEU

KHONG HOAN TOAN HAI LONG, THOI GIAN BAN TIEU TON VAO
CHUYEN NAY SE PUOC HOAN TRA THICH PANG”.

Lam theo hwéng dan, cat cho nay, nhac cho kia, gap lai, chang may
cho6c cau da bé dugce cai thung hang sang mot bén va dung dwoc cai tram thu
phi 1én. Cau gan ctra s6 va lap cai mai Ién, n6 hoi chia ra hai bén, r6i dat hop
tién xu vao. Nhin né giong hét nhitng tram thu phi cau da nhiéu lan nhin
thay khi di choi vdi bo me, chi khac la né nhé hon nhiéu va c6 mau tim.

“M6t moén qua that ky cuc,” cau tham nghi. “it nhat ho ciing phai gui
duong cao toc kém theo chi, tram thu phi ma khong c6 dwong thi con lam
an gi dugc nita.” Nhung vi Iic do cling chang mudn choi gi khac, nén cau
van dyng ba tdm bién 1én,

GIAM TOC PO KHI PEN GAN TRAM THU PHi

VUI LONG CHUAN BI SAN TIEN PHf

HAY XAC PINH RO DIEM DEN

roi ti t* m& ban do ra.

Pung nhv trong to gidy da viét, d6 la mot tdm ban do rat dep, nhiéu
mau sac, cho thay cac dwong cai, song, bién, thi tran, thanh pho, nui, thung
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lting, giao 19, dwong phu, va nhitng dia danh dang chu y ca vé canh quan dep
dé lan lich s caa no.

Van dé duy nhét la Milo chwa bao gid nghe n6i dén noi nao trong tam
ban d6 nay, ma ban than cac dia danh nghe cting da ky di r6i.

“Minh nghi chang c6 noi nao nhu thé nay,” cau két luan sau khi xem k¥
tam ban do. “Ma théi, cling chang sao.” Thé la cau nham mat lai va chi mot
ngon tay 1én ban do.

“Thanh phé Tt Dién,” Milo cham rai doc to cai tén ma ngén tay cau da
chi vao. “O, dén d6 thit xem sao.”

Cau buwdc ngang qua phong va can than phui bui cho chiéc xe. R6i, cam
theo tdm ban d6 va cudn sach luat, cau nhdy vao xe va, vi khong cé gi hay
hon dé lam, cau tir tir 14i dén trwde tram thu phi. B6 tién xu vao hop va lai xe
qua, cau binh luan véi vé nudi tiéc, “Mong la tro nay vui vui mot ti, néu
khong thi chiéu nay dung la chan chét di dugc.”
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2. Ngoai Sy Mong Dgi

Dot nhién cau thay minh dang lao di trén mot con dwong cao toc la lam
gitta vung qué, va khi ngoai nhin ra sau, cau khong thay tram thu phi, phong
minh, ma tham chi ciing chang thdy nha minh dau nita. Tro choi nay cé vé
that hon cau nghi.

“La nhi,” cau tham nghi (cac ban chac han cling dang nghi nhw vay).
“Minh ct twong day la tro dua ma hoa ra khong phai, nhin xem, minh dang
1ai xe trén mot con duwdng minh chwa tirng thay bao gid, dich dén la mot noi
minh chwa tirng nghe néi dén, tat ca chi vi m6t tram thu phi tir trén troi roi
xubng. Bugc cai hém nay troi dep, di choi cling hay,” cau két luan, vé khap
khai hy vong, lic nay, dé la diéu duy nhat cau biét chac.

Anh duong 1dp 14nh, bau trdi trong xanh, va moi sic mau xung quanh
cau duong nhw twoi mdéi va rgc rd hon bao gio hét. Nhitng doa hoa sang
bong nhu vira dwgc co rira, va hang cay cao ven duong lung linh mau xanh
anh bac.

“CHAO MUNG BAN DEN VOI SU MONG DOT”, mjt tdm bién treo
bén ngoai mét can nha nho bén vé duwong dé dong chit nan not.

“SAN SANG CHO BAN THONG TIN, DU BAO VA LOI KHUYEN.
HAY DUNG XE TAI DAY VA BAM COI”.

Ngay sau tiéng coi dau tién, mot ngwoi dan ong bé nho mac do khoac
dai lao ttr trong nha ra, vira di vira ndi lién thoang, va lién tuc nhac lai nhitng
161 minh néi:

“0Oi, 6i, 0i, 61, chao murng, chao mirng, chao mirng, chao mirng dén vai
vung dat Sy Mong DPgi, vung dat Sy Mong Dgi, ving dat Sy Mong Dai.
Gan day chuing t6i khong gap nhiéu khach di duwong lam; qua thyc la gan
day ching t6i khong gap nhiéu khach di dwong cho lam. T6i c6 thé lam gi
cho cau? T6i la Nguoi Bién Bao.”
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“Duwong nay dén Thanh ph6é T Dién ding khong a?” Milo hoi, cam
thdy hoi chodng vi 10i chao mirng vo vap kia.

“Pé xem, dé xem, dé xem nao,” nguwoi dan 6ng lai n6i. “T6i khong biét
c6 dwong nao sai dé dén Thanh pho Tw Dién ca, vi thé néu dwong nay dan
dén Thanh phé Tt Dién thi chac chan n6 la dwdng ding, con néu khong thi
chdc n6 phai la dwong ding dé dén dau do, bai vi khong c6 dudng sai dan
dén bat ky noi nao ca. Cau c6 nghi la trdi sé mwa khong?”

“Chau tuéng dng 1a Ngudi Dy Bao Thai Tiét,”

Milo noi, cau dang thay ré6i tung ca lén.

“O khong,” ngudi bé nhé kia noi, “toi 1a Nguwoi Bién Bao, khong phai
Nguoi Dy Bao Thaoi Tiét, vi viéc ing bién trudc tinh hinh thoi tiét con quan
trong hon nhiéu so véi viéc xem thoi tiét sé ra sao.” N6i doan, ong ta tha
hon chuc qué bong bay 1én troi. “Dé xem gi6 thdi chiéu nao,” 6ng ta no6i va
tw bat cwdi vi cau dua ctia minh trong khi nhitng qua béng bay mat theo du
moi huéng.

“Sy Mong Dgi la cho nhu thé nao a?” Milo héi, cau khéng hiéu cau
dua ay va dang nghi ng0 rang nguoi dan 6ng bé nho kia dau 6c khong dugc
binh thuvong.

“Hoéi rat hay, hoi rat hay,” 6ng ta reo 1én. “Sy Mong Dgi la noi cau phai
dén truedc khi dén dwgce noi cau mudn dén. Tat nhién, c6 nhitng nguwdi khong
bao gio vuot ra dugc ngoai Sw Mong Pgi, nhung nhiém vu cua t6i la giuc
ho di that nhanh cho du ho c6 mudn hay khong. Gio thi t6i cé thé giip gi
cho cau nita khong?” Milo con chwa kip tra 10i thi ong ta da lao vao trong
nha va mot phiit sau lai xuat hién véi mét chiéc 4o khodc méi va mot cai o.

“Chau nghi la chau ty tim duwong duwoc a,” Milo néi, mac du cau hoan
toan khong dam chac. Nhung, vi chang hiéu néi mét chit trong nhitng gi
ngwoi dan 6ng bé nhé kia n6i, nén cau nghi t6t hon hét minh nén di ti€p mot
minh — it nhdt cho t6i khi cau gap dwgc mot ngwoi khong nédi nhitng 16i
ngwoc xubi déu vo nghia nhuw thé.
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“Tuyét, tuyét, tuyét,” Nguoi Bién Bao néi. “Du cau cé tim dugc duong
cho minh hay khéng thi kiéu gi cau ciing sé tim dwgc mot con dudng nao do.
Néu cau tim thdy dwong cho t6i thi lam on tra lai nhé, vi t6i da danh mat no
tir 1au lam roi. Toi nghi bay gio chac n6 da gi hét ca. Cau bdo la trdi sap
mua, phdi khong nhi?” Poan 6ng ta m& 6 ra va di cung Milo dén bén chiéc
Xe.

“T6i rat mirng la cau da ty quyét dinh. T6i rat ghét phai quyét dinh viéc
gi, cho du la viéc tot hay xau, trén hay duwéi, trong hay ngoai, mwa hay nang.
T6i luén noéi 1a minh phai mong dgi moi viéc, nhu thé thi viéc khéng mong
doi m@i khong bao gio xdy ra. Gio xin cau hay lai xe cho can than; tam biét,
tam biét, tam biét, tam...” Loi tam biét cu6i cung ctia 6ng ta bi 4t mat bdi
mot tiéng sdm 16n, va khi Milo lai xe xudi theo con duwdng ngap nang, cau
thdy Nguwoi Bién Bao ditng dudi mot dam may dit dan dwong nhuw dang trit
mura xuéng moi minh 6ng ta.

Con duong gio doc xuéng mot thung liing rong 16n xanh twoi, kéo dai
mai vé tan cudi dwong chan trgi. Chiéc xe nhé lwét di bon bon, va Milo hau
nhu chang can phai nhan ga ma xe van chay nhanh hét t6c do. Cau rat ming
vi lai dugc 1én duong.

“Dirng lai & Sw Mong Dgi cling hay ddy,” cau tham nghi, “nhung noéi
chuyén v6i ngudi dan 6ng ky la d6 ca ngdy ciing ching di dén dau ca. Ong
ta dang la ngwoi ky quai nhat ma minh tirng gap,” Milo nghi tiép — ma
khong hay biét 1a cau sé s6m gap thém ca 16 ngudi ky quai nita.

Trong khi 14i xe doc theo con dwong cao toc yén binh, cau dam chim
vao mo mong va cang lic cang khong chu y xem minh dang di dau nira.
Chang may choc cau da chang con chi y chit nao, chinh vi vay, khi dén mot
nga ré cé bién bao chi vé bén trai thi Milo lai ré sang bén phdi, di theo mot
con duong nhin c6 vé rat giong duwong sai.

Moi thit bat dau thay doi ngay khi cau roi khéi dwong cao toc. Bau troi
tré nén xam xit, va toan bo khung canh cting mat hét mau sac, nga sang rat
mot mau nhd nho don diéu. Tat cd im ang han, ngay ca bau khong khi ciling
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am dam. Chim hot rau 11 va con duong uén lwgn thanh nhitng vong luan
quan.

Cau lai xe di suot hang dam hang ddm hang ddm hang dam duwong, va
chiéc xe ctt thé cham dan cho tGi khi n6 gan nhw khong chuyén dong nita.

“Hinh nhw minh dang chang di dén dau cd,” Milo ngap dai, cau thay
bu6n ngti mu cad nguoi. “Hy vong la minh khong ré sai duwong.”

Hang dam hang dam hang ddm hang dam sau, moi thit cang xam xit,
cang don diéu hon. Cudi cung chiéc xe dirng han lai, va bat ké cau c6 co
gang dén mitc nao, n6 ciing khong nhtic nhich thém Idy mot phan.

“Khong biét minh dang & dau nhi,” Milo lo lang néi.

“Cau... dang... d... Vung... Do... Pan,” mot giong ndi ué oai dap lai
tr dang xa.

Cau voi nhin quanh xem ai vira néi. Chang c6 ai cd, khung canh tinh
lang vo cung.

“Phai... Vung... D0... Pan,” mot giong khac vira ngap dai vira tra 101,
nhung cau van chang nhin thay ai ca.

“VUNG PO DAN LA CAI GI CO?” cau hét to, va c6 nhin xem lan nay
ai sé tra 10i.

“Cau bé a, Vung Do Dan dy ma, la noi khong c6 gi xay ra va khong c6
gi thay doi ca.”

Lan nay giong ndi vang lén gan dén noi Milo giat ban ngudi ngac
nhién, vi, vat véo trén vai phdi ctia cau, nhe nhang dén mic cdu hau nhw
khong nhan ra, la mot sinh vat nho bé c6 mau giong hét nhw 4o cta cau.

“Cho phép t6i dwgc gidi thiéu tat ca chiung t6i,” sinh vat do noi tiép.
“Chung t6i la dan Lo Pho, xin han hanh phuc vu cau.”

Milo nhin quanh va chgt nhan ra la cé ca chuc sinh vat nhw thé — ng6i
trén xe, ditng trén dudng, vat véo trén cac canh la va bui cay. Rat kho nhin
ra chiing, vi chiing toan ng6i trén hodc ngoi gan nhitng vat c6 mau giong hét
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nhv minh. Con nao nhin ciing hét con nao (tat nhién la mau khac nhau), va
nhiéu con nhin con giong con khac hon la giong chinh minh.

“Rat vui duge gap cac ban,” Milo néi, mac du cau hoan toan khong
dam chac minh c6 vui khong. ‘T6i nghi 1a t6i da bi lac. Cac ban c6 thé gitp
toi khong?”

“Pirng no6i ‘nghi’,” sinh vat ngoi trén giay cau ndi, vi con ngoi trén vai
cau da ngu thiép di. “Thé la pham luat day.” R6i n6 ngap dai va ciling ngu
not.

“Khong ai duwgc phép suy nghi Vung D& Pan,” con thit ba néi, roéi nd
cling nga not. Va hé sinh vat nao lén tiéng, n6 lién ngt guc ngay sau do va
mot con khdc sé tiép tuc nén cudc tro chuyén khong bi ngat quang.

“Cau khong c6 sach luat a? Do la sac 1énh dia phwong s6 175389-].”

Milo lién 16i cu6n sach luat ra, mé dén trang d6 va doc, “Sac 1énh
175389-J: Viéc suy nghi, nghi vé suy nghi, gia dinh, doan chtrng, 1ap luan,
tru tinh, hodc suy xét & Vung Do Pan la pham phap, trai luat, va trai dao ly.
Ai vi pham sé bi trirtng tri nghiém khac!”

“Luat ngd ngan thé,” Milo phan no néi. “Ai ma chang nghi.”

“Chung t6i thi khong,” bon Lo Pho dong thanh.

“Va cling chang may khi cau suy nghi dau,” mot con mau vang dang
ngoi trong mot bong hoa thiy tién ndi. “Vi vay cau méi dén day. Luc lai xe
cau khong suy nghi, va cau khong chu y. Nhitng nguoi khong chu y thvong
sé bi ket & Vung Do Dan.” Noi roi né nga xuéng khai bong hoa va khi roi
vao dam co thi da ngay kho kho.

Milo bat cuwdi vi hanh dong ky la cda sinh vat ng, mac du cau biét nhw
vay c6 thé 1a bat lich su.

“Durng lai ngay,” con c6 hoa van ké ca r6 bam trén tat cau néi. “Cuoi la
pham luat day. Cau khong c6 sach luat a? D6 la sac 1énh 574381-W.”

Milo lai mé& cudn sach ra va tim thdy sic 1énh 574381-W: “O Ving Do
DPan, khong dwgc phép cudi to va chi dugc phép cudi mim vao cac thit Nam
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cach tuan. Ai vi pham sé bi x ly nghiém khac.”

“Néu khong duwgce cuwoi hay suy nghi thi cac ban dwge lam gi?” Milo
héi.

“Lam gi cling duwgc mién day khong phai la viéc gi, va dugc lam moi
thit mién day khong phai la thi gi,” mot con khac giai thich. “Cé nhiéu viéc
dé lam lam; thoi gian biéu cua ching t6i c goi la kin mit...”

“8 gio ching toi thitc day, roi sau do. ..

“Tw 8 gio dén 9 gio ching t6i mo mang.

“Tw 9 gio dén 9 gio 30 chung t6i danh mot gidc sang ngay ra.

“Tw 9 gio 30 dén 10 gio 30 chuing toi 1an liva ké ca.

“Tw 10 gio 30 dén 11 gio ching t6i lam mot gidc gan trua.

“Tw 11 gio dén 12 gio ching t6i chd doi roi an trua.

“Tw 1 gio dén 2 gio chuing t6i la ca tha than.

“Tw 2 gio dén 2 gio 30 chiing t6i ngh gidc chiéu sém.

“Tw 2 gio 30 dén 3 gio 30 ching t6i dé viéc hdm nay dén ngay mai.

“Tw 3 gio 30 dén 4 gio chiing t6i nga gidc chiéu muon.

“Tw 4 gio dén 6 gio ching t6i ndm won cho dén gio an toi.

“Tw 6 gio dén 7 gio ching t6i day dwa nay no

“Tw 7 gio dén 8 gio chiing t0i ngu gidc chap t6i, va réi trong vong mot
tiéng truedc khi di nga Idc 9 gio ching t6i giét thoi gian.

“Cau thay day, nhu vay ching t6i lam gi con thoi gian dé a €, 1€ mé, 1é
1ét hay tri hoan, va néu con bé cong suy nghi hay cwdi nita thi ching toi sé
khong bao gio khong lam dugc gi.”

“Y cac ban la cic ban sé& khong bao gi¢ 1am duwoc gi ha,” Milo sta lai.

“Chung t6i khong mudn lam dwoc gi,” mét sinh vat khac cau kinh néi;
“chiing t6i chi muon khong lam dwgc gi, va ching t6i c6 thé lam vay ma
khong can cau giup.”
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“Cau thay day,” sinh vat tht ba n6i bang giong dan hoa, “ca ngay
khong lam gi thi rat mat sitc, vi vdy moi tuan mot lan ching t6i c6 mot ngay
nghi dé khong di dau cd, va ding vao mot trong nhitng Itc nhw thé thi cau
xudt hién. Cau c6 muodn di cung ching t6i khong?”

“Ciling dwoc,” Milo tham nghi, “du gi thi minh cling dang chang di dau
ca ma.”

“Cho toi biét di,” cau ngap dai, vi lic nay cau ciing thay buén ngu, “&
day ai cling khong lam gi a?”

“Ai ciing thé trit con ché dong ho” dang sg,” hai trong s6 cac sinh vat
no trd 16i va dong loat rung minh. “N¢é luén canh chitng dé khong ai lang phi
thoi gian ca. Tinh cach né rat khé chiu.”

“Ché dong ho dy a?” Milo ban khoan héi.

“CHO PONG HO,” mot sinh vat khac hét 1én va xiu luén vi sg, bai vi
dung lac do, chinh chu ché ching vira nhac dén dang lao vun viit dén cho
chung, vira chay vira sua dit doi va lam bui bay mu troi.

“CHAY bI1!”

“DAY bI1!”

“CHAY MAU!”

“NO BEN bAY!”

“CHO PONG HO KIA!”

Giira nhitng tiéng la hét hon loan, bon Lo Pho chay tan loan va chang
may chdc da bién mat khéng con mot con.

“GRRRU! GAU GAU,” chi ché dong hd stia vang khi né lao dén bén
chiéc xe, doan thé hong hoc.

Milo tron mat, bai vi trudc mat cau la mot cha cho 16n véi cai dau hoan
toan binh thwong, bon cai chan, va mot cai dudi — con than minh thi lai la
mot cai dong ho bao thitc dang “tich tich tich tich” rat to.

“Cau 1am gi & day?” chti ch6 ddng hd gam ghe.
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“Chi giét thoi gian thoi,” Milo dap, vé biét 16i. “Ban thay day...”

“GIET THOI GIAN!” chii ché gam lén — né gian dit dén mic cai
chudng béo thitc reo vang. “Phi thoi gian da la té lam ro6i, chit dirng noi gi
dén chuyén giét.” Va chu ché rung minh tredc y nghi dy. “Cau & Vung Do
ban lam gi — cau khong dinh di dau a?”

“T6i dang trén duwong dén Thanh pho Tw Dién thi bi ket lai day,” Milo
gidi thich. “Ban c6 thé gitp t6i khong?”

“Giup cau ay a! Cau phai ty giip minh,” chu ché tra 16i, dung chan sau
bén trai can than ty 1én day c6t cho minh. “T6i doan la cau biét vi sao cau bi
ket lai day chw.”

“Chac la tai vi luc dé t6i khong suy nghi,” Milo néi.

“CHINH XAC,” chii ché quat va chudng bao thtic ctia n6 lai reo vang.
“Gio thi cau biét minh phai lam gi r6i ddy.”

“T6i e la toi khéng biét,” Milo thtra nhan, cadm thdy minh hoi dan.

“Thé nay nhé,” chi ché dong ho noi tiép vé sot rudt, “néu cau dén day
vi khéng suy nghi, thi dé ra khoi day, cau phédi dong ndo suy nghi, nghe c6 ly
phai khong?” No6i roi né nhay vao xe.

“Cau khong phién chi¢? Téi rat thich di 6 t6.”

Milo bat dau suy nghi that lung (mot viéc rat khé khan vi cau von
khong quen suy nghi). Cau nghi vé nhitng con chim biét bai va ca biét bay.
Cau nghi vé bita tria ngay hom qua va bita t6i ngay mai. Cau nghi vé nhitng
tir bat dau bang chit J va nhitng so6 két thac bang chir s6 3. Va, trong lic cau
suy nghi, banh xe bat dau quay.

“Chung ta di r6i, chiing ta di r6i,” cau sung swéng reo lén.

“Ctt nghi tiép di,” chi ché dong ho quat.

Chiéc 6 t6 nhé bat dau di moéi lic mot nhanh trong khi dau Milo tw duy
hét toc lwc. Va thé 1a ho lao di trén dwong. Chi trong choc lat ho da ra khoi
Vung Bo Pan va quay vé duwong cao toc chinh. Moi mau sac twoi tan trd lai,
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va trong ldc chiéc xe chay, Milo tiép tuc nghi vé dua thi; vé nhitng duwong
vong va 16i ré sai ma ta rat dé gap phai, vé viéc xe chay bay bay thi thich tha
biét bao, va chi can dong nao mot chuit, ta da c6 thé lam bao nhiéu viéc. Con
chu chd, miii héch 1én doén gié, cit ngoi yén, dong ho lién tuc tich tac.
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3. Chao mirng dén Thanh pho Tw Dién

“Mong cau bo qua cho cach xt si tho 16 cua t6i,” chd ché dong ho noéi
sau khi ho da di duwgc mot lat, “nhung cau thay day, theo truyén thong thi
cho6 dong ho phai luén di dan...”

Milo nhe ngudi vi da thoat khéi Ving B Pan dén noi cau doan chac
v6i chd cho 1a cau khong gian né chiat nao, khong nhitng thé con rat biét on
vi da dugc giup do nita.

“Tuyét,” chu ch6 dong ho reo to. “T6i rat mirng — t6i dam chac ching
ta sé la ban tot trong su6t phan con lai cia cudc hanh trinh. Cau ci¢ goi toi la
Tock.”

“MGat chil cho kéu tick tick tick tick su6t ngay ma c6 cai tén nhw thé thi
that la la,” Milo noi. “Sao ho khong dat tén cho cau la...”
“Pirng c6 noi thé,” cha ché kéu 1én, va Milo c6 thé thdy mat né rom

ye

rom.

“T6é khong c6 y lam cau buon,” Milo néi, qua thye cau khong c6 y lam
cha cho buon.

“Khong sao,” chd cho6 noi, c6 binh tam tré lai. “Dé 1a mot cau chuyén
tl* xa xwa va rat buon, nhung gio toi xin ké cau nghe.

“Khi anh t6i — dita con dau long cua gia dinh ra doi, cha me toi rat vui
swéng va lap tirc dat tén cho anh dy la Tick vi ho ddm chac anh dy sé phat ra
tiéng kéu nhw thé. Nhung khi van day cét cho anh 4y lan dau tién, ho kinh
hoang phét hién ra rang, thay vi kéu tick tick tick tick thi anh ay lai kéu tock
tock tock tock. Ho v0i dén Phong Ho tich dé doi lai tén nhung da qua mudn.
Cai tén da dugc ghi vao so chinh thitc, khong thé thay déi dwgc nita. Khi t6i
ra doi, ho quyét tam sé khong pham sai lam dé nita, va vi nghi rang theo ly
thi cac con minh sé kéu giong nhau, nén ho dat tén toi la Tock. Va cau biét
phan con lai roi day — anh t6i tén la Tick thi kéu tock tock tock tock, con t6i
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ten la Tock thi kéu tick tick tick tick, va ca hai chung t6i sé phai deo bong
cdi tén sai ay suot doi. Cha me t6i dau kho dén ndi ho quyét dinh khong sinh
thém dia con nao nita ma danh tron doi dé lam ti thién.”

“Nhung sao cau lai tré thanh ché déng h6?” Milo v6i chen vao dé doi
chu de, vi Tock da bat dau khoc nitc né.

“D6é cling la truyén thong,” n6 dap, dwa mot ban chan 1én chui mat.
“Gia dinh t6i van lu6n theo nghiép ch6 dong ho — cha truyén con noi, gan
nhuw tir Iic bat dau c6 thoi gian.”

“Cau thay ddy,” no ndi tiép, vé da do buon hon, “ngay truedc khong co
thoi gian gi cd, va moi nguoi thay rat bat tién. Ngwoi ta cha bao gio biét la
minh dang an trwa hay an t6i, va sudt ngay bi 16 tau. Vay la ho phat minh ra
thoi gian dé gitip nguwdi ta tinh ngay va dén noi dung thoi diém. Khi ho hat
dau dém téng so thoi gian, nao la 60 gidy trong mot phut, 60 phit trong mot
gio, 24 gid trong mot ngay va 365 ngay trong mot nam, ho thdy nhw thé la
qua nhiéu thoi gian. ‘Néu c6 nhiéu thoi gian nhw vay thi chac n6 chang quy
bau gi,’” ai ai cling nghi thé, va chang may chdc thoi gian da bi mang tiéng
xau. Nguoi ta phi pham n6, thdm chi con dem né di cho. Thé la chiing t6i
dugc giao nhiém vu canh chirng khong cho ai lang phi thoi gian ca,” chi cho
noéi, ngoi thang day day ty hao. “Céng viéc rat vat va nhung ciing rat vinh
dy. Vi cau thiy ddy...” va né ding 1én ghé, mot chan dat trén kinh chan gio,
hai chan tredc dang rong, miéng hoé to, “dé la cta cdi quy bau nhat cda
chuing ta, quy gia hon ca kim cwong. Thoi gian tham thoat thoi dwa, né di di
mai chang chd mot ai, va...”

Pung lac dé chiéc xe vap phai mot cai mo dat trén duong va chid ché
dong ho nga sup xudng ghé trudc, chuong bao thitc lai réo am 1.

“Cau co6 sao khong?” Milo hoi to.

“Um,” Tock cau nhau. “Xin 16i vi t6i hoi qua da, nhung cau ciing hiéu
vi sao roi day.”

Trong luc chiéc xe lan banh, Tock ti€ép tuc gidi thich vé sy quan trong
cta thoi gian, trich lai 16i cac nha tho va triét gia c6 dai, va cit moi cau trich
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lai vung chan manh dén noi suyt ngd nhao ra khéi chiéc xe dang lao vun vit.

Khoéng 1au sau, ho nhin thay cac toa thap va cd quat cua Thanh pho Tw
bién long lanh trong nang & dang xa, va trong thoang chdc, ho da dén biic
twong thanh cao vt va ditng tredc cong vao thanh pho.

“EEEE HEEMM,” nguoi gac cong hing giong that to va gidm chan
ding nghiém. “Pay la Thanh pho Tw Bién, m6t vitong quoc hanh phiic, nam
& vi tri dac dia ngay dwdi chan Do6i Hon Loan va dwgc hwdng nhitng lan gié
mat lanh tv Bién Kién Thitc. Hom nay, theo sac chi ctia dic vua, la phién
chg. Cac ban dén dé mua hay ban?”

“Ong noéi sao kia a?” Milo héi.

“Mua hay ban, mua hay ban,” ngudi gac cong sét ruét nhac lai. “La cai
nao? Cau phai c6 ly do gi thi méi dén day chi.”

“0, chau...”

“Kia, néu khong c6 ly do thi cau cling phai c6 mot 10i giai thich hay
mot cai cd nao dé chi,” nguoi gac cong ngat 10i.

Milo lac dau.

“Nghiém trong day, viéc rat nghiém trong day,” nguoi gac cong ciling
vira lac dau vira n6i. “Néu khong c6 1y do chinh dang thi cau khong thé vao
duge.” Ong ta ngdm nghi hoi 1au roi néi tiép. “Poi mot phiit nhé, c6 thé toi
con mot ly do cti dau day cho cau dung tam.”

Ong ta 1ay tit choi gac ra mot ci va li cii k§ va bit dau luc tim trong
do, vira luc vira lam bam, “Khoéng... khong... khong... cai nay khong dugc.,
khong... htmmm... a, dwgc day,” ong ta reo lén dac thang va gio ra mot sgi
day deo 6, c6 gin mot cai huy chuong nhé. Ong ta phui bui trén mit huy
chwong, dé 16 ra dong chit “TAI SAO KHONG?” khic trén dé.

“Pay la mot ly do thich hgp cho hau hét moi viéc — hoi cii mét chuit,
nhung van con dung dwgc.” No6i r6i 6ng ta quang sgi day 1én c6 Milo, day
canh cong nang bang sat ra, cdi dau chao va ra hiéu cho ho tién vao thanh
pho.
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“Khong biét phién chg thé nao nhi,” Milo ti hoi khi 1ai xe qua cong;
nhung cau chwa c6 thoi gian tim ra cau tra 10i thi ho da di vao mot quang
treong khong 16 chat citng nhitng quay chat day hang hoa va dugc trang tri
bang nhitng 14 c& dudi nheo sac sd. Trén cao treo mot tdim bang ron 16n de
chit:

CHAO MUNG DBEN VOI PHIEN CHO TU NGU

Va, ti phia bén kia quang trweong, nam quy 6ng cao lénh khénh va gay
tong teo mdc nhitng bo do sang trong bang lua va xa tanh, doi mii cam 16ng
chim, di giay c6 khoa lao dén bén chiéc xe, dirng phat lai, lau nam vang tran,
hit nam hoi, gié ra nam cudn gidy, va lan lwgt 1én tiéng.

“Xin chao!”

“Chao mung!”

“Xin chao!”

“Hoan nghénh!”

“Chao!”

Milo gat dau va ho tiép tuc doc to cac cudn gidy cta minh.

“Theo lénh caa Azaz Toan Tap...”

“Vua cuaa Thanh pho Tw bién...”

“Quoc vuong cua cac chir cai...”

“Hoang dé ctia cac cum twr, cau va cac loai thanh ngit...”

“Chung t6i xin hoan nghénh cac ban dén vdi viong quéc,”

“pat nwdc,”

“Quéc gia,”

“Chinh thé,”

“Khai thinh viegng chung,”

“Xl.,l’ 56,”
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“Dé quoc,”

“Pia hat,”

“Lanh tho caa ching t6i.”

“Chang phai nhitng tir d6 déu c6 nghia nhw nhau u?” Milo hd h6c mom
héi.

“Tat nhién.”

“Di nhién.”

“Chinh thé.”

“Chuan.”

“Pung vay,” ho lai lan lwot tra 10i.

“Néu thé thi,” Milo noéi, khong hiéu sao moi ngudi trong bon ho lai néi
cung mot diéu chi bang nhitng cach dién dat khac nhau, “sao khong dung
mot ttr thoi cho don gian? Chac chan la sé dé hiéu hon nhiéu.”

“V& van.”

“Nyc cudi.”

“Vo ly.”

“L0 bich.”

“Tam bay,” ho lai véo von, roi tuén thém mat trang nita.

“Chung t6i khong quan tam dén chuyén lam moi thit dé hiéu, d6 khong
phai la nhiém vu ctia ching t6i,” nguwdoi dau tién quat.

“Hon nita,” nguoi the hai giai thich, “t nay cting hay khong kém gi tw
kia — vi vay t6i gi ta khong dung tat ca?”

“Khi do ta sé khong can chon xem tir nao la tir diing,” ngudi thit ba ra
giong khuyeén lon.

“Hon nita,” nguoi thi tw thd ra mot hoi, “néu mot tir 1a dung, thi muwoi
tir sé ding gap muoi.”
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“R0O rang cau khong biét ching t6i la ai,” ngwdi thit nam khinh khinh
lén tiéng. Vay la ho lan luot tw gidi thiéu minh:

“Cong twdc Dinh Nghia.”

“Bo trwong Van biéu.”

“Ba twdc Ham Y.”

“T twéc Nghia Bong.”

“Tuy vién Dién Giai.”

Milo chao tirng nguwdi, va, trong khi Tock khé gam g, ngai Bo truedng
giai thich.

“Chung t6i 1a cac c6 van cda dic vua, hay ndi trang trong hon thi la
cabin cua ngai.”

“Cabin,” ngai Cong twdc doc: “1. mot can phong nho hodc ta nho co
ngan kéo, v.v. dé cat nhitng do quy gia hodc trung bay nhitng cua hiém vat
la; 2. phong hoi dong danh cho cac b6 trwdng; 3. mot nhém cd van chinh
thitc ctia ngudi ditng dau nha nuwéce.”

“Cau thay day,” ngai B0 trwdng ndi tiép sau khi da cii dau day vé biét
on tredc ngai Cong twdc, “Thanh pho Tw Dién la noi bat nguon cua moi tr
nglt trén thé gigi. Ching moc 1én & ngay dady, trong vion qud ctia ching
t0i.”

“Chéu khong biét 1a tir nglt moc trén cay day,” Milo rut ré néi.

“Thé cau nghi la ching moc & dau ra?” ngai Ba twdc buc boi hoi. Mot
dam dong nhé dang bat dau tap trung lai dé nhin ng6 cai cau bé khong biét
la t* nglt moc trén cay.

“Chau con khong biét la chiing moc ra nita cg,” Milo thd nhan, vé cang
rut ré hon. M6t s6 nguwdi buon ba lac dau.

“Nay nhé, tien khong moc trén cdy, phai khong?” ngai Tw twdc hoi.

“Chau nghe noi la khong,” Milo dap.
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“Thé thi phdi c6 céi gi moc trén cdy chit. Tai sao lai khong phdi la tw
ngit nhi?” ngai Tuy vién dac thang néi to. Dam dong hoan h6 cach suy luan
16 gich cta ngai r6i tan ra, ai di dwong nay.

“Xin nai tiép,” ngai BO trwedng sot rudt tiép 1oi. “Moi tudan mot 1an, theo
l1énh cua dic vua, phién chg tir nglt duwgc té6 chitc ¢ day va moi nguoi dén tir
khap moi noi dé mua nhitng ti*t ho can hodc déi nhitng tr ho chwa dung
déen.”

“Nhiém vu cua ching t6i,” ngai Tw twéc noi, “la dam bao nhitng tw
dwgc ban ra la cac tir ding, vi that khéng hay chit nao néu ban cho ngudi ta
mot tir khong c6 nghia hodac khong hé ton tai. Vi dy, néu cdu mua phai mot
ti nhw la ghlbtsk thi cau sé dung n6 vao dau?”

“Pung la rat khé dung,” Milo tham nghi — nhung c6 rat nhiéu tir kho,
ma cau hau nhu chang biét mot tir nao trong so ay.

“Nhung chung toi khong bao gio chon xem nén dung ti* nao,” ngai Ba
twdc giai thich trong khi ho di vé phia cac sap hang, “vi mién la ching c6
nghia diing nhw nghia can c6 cia ching thi ching t6i van ct dung khong can
biét chiing c6 nghia hay v6 nghia.”

“Ngay tho hay sitng s0,” ngai T twdc xen vao.

“Tu Iy hay ly su,” ngai Tuy vién noi.

“Nghe cling don gian ddy nhi,” Milo no6i, cot 1a dé cho phai phép.

“Dé nhu nga tir trén khic cui xudng dy,” ngai Ba tuwdc néi va nga tw
trén mot khuc cui xuéng danh huych mot cai.

“Sao ong lai vung vé thé?” ngai Cong twéc kéu lén.

“T6i chi dinh noi la...” ngai Ba tudc vira noi vira xoa dau.

“Chung t6i nghe thay roi,” ngai Bo tredng gian dit noi, “ong phai tim
phép so sanh nao it nguy hiém hon chi.”

Ngai Bé twdc phui quan 4o trong khi nhitng nguwdi kia cuwdi khay.
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“Cau thay day,” ngai T twdc canh bao, “cau phai chon lva tir nglt cho
that k§ va ddm bao rang chiing néi ding diéu cau muodn noéi. Gio ching t6i
xin phép cdo lui dé chuan bi cho Yén tiéc Hoang gia.”

“Tat nhién la cau duwgc moi,” ngai B tredng noi.

Milo chwa kip noi gi thi ho da lao qua quang truong, cling nhanh nhw
khi ho dén.

“Chuc cau di chg vui vé,” ngai Tuy vién hét véi lai.

“Chg,” ngai Cong twdc doc: “mot khong gian ngoai troi hoac mot toa
nha ma...”

Va Milo méi chi nghe dugc cé vay thi ho da bién vao dam dong.

“Té khong biét 1a tir ngit lai r6i ram dén vay,” Milo néi vdi Tock trong
khi ctdi xudng gai tai chu ché.

“Chi khi nao cau dung qua nhiéu tir dé néi mét diéu don gian ma thoi,”
Tock tra 1oi.

Milo nghi d6 la diéu thong thai nhat ma cau dugc nghe trong ngay hom
dé. “Pi nao,” cau reo to. “Di xem chg thoi. Trong hay qua.”
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4. Hon loan & Phién ch¢

Phién chg qua la thu vi that, vi khi ho lai gan, Milo trong thay nhitng
dam dong dang x0 day, ho hét gitta cac sap hang, mua ban, trao doi, mac ca.
Nhitng chiéc xe day c6 banh g6 khong 16 dang ao ao kéo dén tir cac vwon
qua dé vao quang trueong, va nhitng chiéc xe tai dai c6 nhiém vu di dén moi
ngoc ngach cta veong quoc thi dang chuan bi ra di. Bao tai va thung dwgc
chat thanh dong, san sang chuyén t6i cac con tau di ra Bién Kién Thitc, va &
mot bén quang treong, mot nhém hat rong dang ca hat dé mua vui cho
nhitng ngwoi con qua nho hodc da qua gia khong thé tham gia mua ban.
Nhung ngay ca tiéng 6n ao am 1 ciia dam dong cling bi at di bdi giong néi
cua cac throng lai dang rao to mon hang cua ho.

“Cac tr néu, va, nhung maéi hai day.”

“Mua di, mua di, mua di, ¢ ddu va khi nao vura chin t6i day.”

“M@i mua nhitng ti 1y thd, hap dan nao.”

Bao nhiéu la tr ngi¥, bao nhiéu la nguoi! Ho dén tir khap moi noi ta c6
thé twong twgng dugc va dén tr ca nhitng noi xa hon thé, tat ca déu dang ban
ron Iwa chon, bd cac thit vao gio. Cit gié nay vira day thi gio khac lai dugc
lay ra. Dwong nhw canh héi ha ban ron nay sé kéo dai mai khong dit.

Milo va Tock di ngwgc xubi gitta cac sap hang ngam nhin cac loai twr
ngit tuyét voi dugc bay ban. Cé nhitng tir ngan, dé hiéu dé dung hang ngay,
nhitng tir ghép va quan trong dung cho cac dip dac biét, va ca nhitng tir rat
sang dwoc goi trong tirng hop riéng dé dung cho cac sac 1énh va chiéu chi
ctua hoang gia.

“Moi lai day, moi lai day — cac tw nglt thwgng hang day,” mot nguoi
ban hang c6 giong sang sang maoi chao. “Moai lai day — toi c6 thé gitp gi cho
cau, cau bé? Mot tii dai tr nhé — hay la cau thich goi tén riéng chon loc cua
ching t6i hon?”
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Tt trwdc dén gio Milo chwa bao gio nghi nhiéu vé tir nglt, nhung nhitng
tir nay trong hap dan dén noi cau rat mudn dwgc mua mot it.

“Nhin nay, Tock,” cau reo lén, “trong that tuyét phai khong?”

“Cling dugc, néu cau cé gi mudn noéi,” Tock dap, giong mét moi, vi nd
thich di tim mot cuc xwong hon la di mua tir mai.

“Co 1& néu mua may ti* mdi, t& sé hoc dwgc cach dung ching,” Milo
ham hé néi trong khi bat dau chon lwa cac tir trén sap hang. Cudi cing cau
chon ba tir ma cau thdy la hay nhat — “sa lay”, “that dam”, va “man trueéng”.
Cau chang biét ching c6 nghia gi, nhung ching c6 vé c6 ¢o va rat oai.

“May tr nay gia bao nhiéu a?” cau héi, va nguwdi ban hang vira thi tham
trd 10i xong, cau da voi xép chuing lai 1én gia va chuc di tiép.

“Sao cdu khong mua lay vai can vui vé nhi?” ngudi ban hang khuyén.
“Ttr nay nguoi ta hay dung hon nhiéu — rat c6 ich khi dat cau nhw la chiic
sinh nhat vui vé, chiic ndm mdi vui vé, qudng thoi gian vui vé, va vui vé tré
trung.”

“Chau rat thich a,” Milo néi, “nhung ma...”

“Hay cau thich mé6t goi tot lanh hon — rat tién dé dat cac cau chic budi
sdng tot lanh, chiic budi chiéu tét lanh, chiic budi toi tot lanh, va chuyén di
tot lanh,” ong ta lai goi y.

Qua thye Milo mu6én mua mét tir gi do, nhung cau chi c6 moi mot dong
xu dé di qua tram thu phi khi tré lai, con Tock thi tat nhién la chang cé gi
ngoai thoi gian.

“Thoi a, cdm on 6ng,” Milo dap. “Chang chau chi dang xem théi.” Va
ho di tiép qua chg.

Khi ré vao khu sap hang cudi cting, Milo nhan thdy mot xe hang c6 vé
khéc nhitng xe kia. Trén thanh xe 1d mot tdm bién dé hai chit “TU CHE”
ngay ngan, va trong xe la hai mwoi sau chiéc thung dung day chir cai tow A
dén Z.
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“Pay la danh cho nhitng ngwoi thich tw sap tir cho minh,” ngwdi ditng
quay bao véi cau. “Cau cé thé chon bat ky chit cai nao cau muoén, hoac mua
mot hop dac biét c6 san chit cai, dau cau va sach huéng dan. Day, mai cau
ném thr mot chit A; ngon lam day.”

Milo can than nhdm th* m6t ti chi* A va thay rang né qua la ngot va
ngon that — ding nhu vi ma ta nghi la mot chit A sé co.

“T6i biét 1a cau sé thich ma,” ngwdi ban chit cwdi ndi, bd hai chitr G va
mot chi* R vao miéng, dé cho nuwdc ngot cia chiing nhé xudng ca cam. “A la
mot trong nhitng chi cai dugc wa chudng nhat ctia ching to6i. Nhung khong
phai chi nao cling ngon dau,” éng ta ha giong noi. “Vi du nhu chit Z chang
han — kho khéc, nhw mun cwa. Con chit X dy a? Vi nhw mét thung khong khi
6 nhiém dy. Vi thé rat it ngwoi dung ching. Nhuwng phan 16n cac chit khac
déu kha ngon. Cau an thir may chit nita di.”

Ong ta dwa cho Milo mdt chit I, vi mat lanh, con Tock thi dwgc mot chit
C gion tan.

“Rat nhiéu ngudi vi qua lwdi nén khong muon ty tay lam tr ngi¥,” 6ng
ta ndi tiép, “nhung tw lam vui hon nhiéu.”

“Co khé khong a? Chau khong gidi tim tr cho lam,” Milo thira nhan
trong lic nha ra hot cia mot chiv P.

“Co € t6i o6 thé trg gitp cho ciu — t-r-g-g-i-u-p,” mot giong no6i khong
quen vo ve vang lén, va khi Milo nguwdc nhin, cau tréng thdy mot con ong
khong 16, to gan gap doi cau, dau trén néc xe hang.

“T6i 1a Ong Panh Van',” Ong Péanh Van gi6i thiéu. “Dirng hoang hét —
h-0-4-n-g-h-6-t.”

Tock chui xudng dwéi chiéc xe hang, con Milo, von da chang thich gi
nhitng con ong kich c& khong binh thwong, lién tw tir 1ui lai.

“To6i c6 thé danh van bat ky tir gi — b-a-t-k-y,” con ong khoe. “Thtw

')’

kiém tra toi ma xem, kiém tra toi di
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“Ban c6 thé danh van tir ‘t6i di day’ khong?” Milo hoi, trong Itic van
khong nguirng 1ui ra xa.

Con ong nhe nhang cat canh bay 1én va lwdi nhac lwgn vong quanh dau
Milo.

“Co lé — c-6-1-8 — cau da twong lam — t-w-&-n-g-l1-a-m — la tdi nguy
hiém,” con ong ndi, lvgn nhanh sang bén trai. “Xin dam bao — d-a-m-b-a-o —
vOi cau la toi hoan toan thién chi — t-h-i-é-n-c-h-i.” N6i xong no lai dau
xudng cai xe va ty quat cho minh bang mot bén canh. “Nao,” né thd hon
hén, “cau hay nghi ra mot tir that khé va t6i sé danh van cho cau xem.
Nhanh 1én, nhanh 1én!” Va n6 nhdy 1én nhdy xu6ng, vé sét ruot.

“Trong né cling than thién day,” Milo tham nghi, mac du khéng biét
chac sy than thién cia mé6t con ong than thién la nhw thé nao, va cau c6 nghi
ra mot tw that khé. “Ban thit danh van tivr ‘khuyu’ xem nao,” cau goi y, vi tir
do6 ludn gay rac réi cho cau & treong.

“Tw kho ddy,” con ong noi, nhdy mat vGi nguwdi ban chit. “Dé xem
nao... htmmmm...” N6 cau may, lau tran, r6i bay qua bay lai trén néc xe.
“Toi co6 bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

“Muoi gidy thoi,” Milo thich tha kéu 1én. “Dém ngwgc di, Tock.”

“Oi troi, 6i troi, 6i troi, 6i troi,” con ong nhic di nhic lai, vita néi vira
bén chon bwdce di. R6i, ding lic hét thoi gian, né danh van that nhanh — “k-
h-u-y-u.”

“Pung roi,” ngwdi ban chit reo to, va moi ngudi hoan ho.

“Ban c6 thé danh van duwgc tat ca cac tr w?” Milo nhin con ong day
nguong mo.

“Gan nhu thé,” con ong noi cé chit ty hao. “Cau biét khong, nhiéu nam
treedc t6i la mot con ong binh thwong chi biét lo viéc cia minh, ngtti hoa ca
ngay, thinh thodng lam thém bang cach chui vao mii ngudi ta. R6i mot ngay
kia t6i chgt nhan ra néu khong hoc hanh thi t6i sé chang lam nén tro trong gi
cd, va vi von da giéi danh van, t6i quyét dinh minh sé...”
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“XAM XI!” mét giong sang sang quét to. Tt ding sau xe hang budc ra
mot con con trung khong 16 nhin nhw bo canh citng, mac mot chiéc 4o khoac
sang trong, quan ké soc, do khoac ké ca ro, chan di ghét, dau doi mii qua
dwa. “Ta xin nhic lai — XAM XI!” con bo lai quét, tay vung gy, vd got gidy
vao nhau gitta khéng trung. “Nao, dirng bat lich sy thé. Khong ai dinh gidi
thiéu ta v&i chui bé nay a?”

“Pay,” con ong noi, vé khinh khinh tot do, “la Bo Bip". Mot ké rat dang
ghét.”

“VO VAN! Ai ma chang thich mot con Bo Bip,” Bo Bip hét Ién. “Nhw
hom no day nay, ta moéi néi véi dic vua la...”

“Ong da bao gi® gip diic vua dau,” con ong tifc t6i vic lai. Roi, quay
sang Milo, n6 noi, “Pirng tin bat cit diéu gi lao bgm gia dy néi.”

“BA LAP BA LEU!” Bo Bip dép lai. “Ta dén tir mot gia toc 1au doi va
cao quy, danh tiéng vang dén tan hang cung ngd hém - tiéng La Tinh la
Inseticus Humbugium. Vi sao dy a, vi ching ta da chién dau trong thoi thap
tw chinh véi Richard Sw Tw Tam, bang qua Pai Tay Dwong vGi Columbus,
di khai hoang v&i 16p ngudi tién phong, va ngay nay rat nhiéu thanh vién
trong gia toc ta dam nhiém nhitng vi tri quan trong trong chinh phu cua
nhiéu nwdc trén toan thé gidi. Trong lich st ludn c6 rat nhiéu Bo Bip.”

“MOot bai dién van hay tuyét — d-i-é-n-v-a-n,” con ong cwoi khay. “Sao
ong khong di di? To6i dang khuyén nha cau bé rang viéc danh van cho chuan
quan trong dén mitc nao day.”

“HUYEN THUYEN!” con bo néi, quang tay 1én vai Milo. “Ngay khi
cau hoc cach danh van mot tir, ngwdi ta sé bat cau danh van mot tr khac.
Cau sé chang bao gio bat kip dugc — thé thi hoc dé ma lam gi? Hay nghe t6i
day, cau bé, quén chuyén ay di. Nhw cu c6 George Washington Bo Bip cta
toi van thwong noi...”

“Nay,” con ong cdu tiét quat lén, “6ng la ké gid mao — g-i-a-m-a-o0 —

'”

dén ca tén cua chinh minh con danh van khong nén hoén kia kia
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“Luc nao cting cham cham chu chd dén cdu tao cta cac tw la dau hiéu
caa sy thiéu hut kién thitc day,” Bo Bip gam lén, gian dit vung gay.

Milo chang biét diéu d6 cé nghia la gi, nhung cau néi dy c6 vé khién
Ong Danh Van cau tiét lam, n6 lién bay thang xuong va vung canh hat mi
ctia Bo Bip xu6ng dat.

“Can than chit!” Milo hét trong khi con bo lai vung gay lén dap vao
chan con ong, lam dé cad mot thung chit W.

“Chan t6i!” con ong kéu lén.
“Mii t6i!” con bo kéu 1én — va thé la hai con x6ng vao danh nhau.

Ong DPanh Van bay qua bay lai, thach thitc cai gdy dang khua loan xa
cta Bo Bip, trong lic ching ho hét doa dam nhau, va dam dong voi lui ra,
de phong nguy hiém.

“Phai c6 cach gi d6 dé...” Milo 1én tiéng. Ro6i cdu hét to, “COI
CHUNG,” nhung da qua mudn.

Tiéng on khiép dam vang lén, Bo Bip, trong lic cdu gian, da nga vao
mot sap hang, kéo n6 d6 sang mot sap khac, roi mot sap khac, réi mot sap
khac, r6i mot sap khac, cho tdi khi tat ca sap hang trong chg céi nao cai nay
déu do sup va cac tir nam ngon ngang khap quang trwong.

Con ong bi viréng vao may la co dudi nheo, nga nhao xudng dat, lam
Milo nga de 1én no, r6i nam d6 ma kéu, “Ciru! Citu v6i! Cé mot cau bé nam
de 1én t6i.” Con bo thi lan kénh ra gitta mot dong chir cai bep rim, con Tock
thi bi vui dudi mot dong twr, trong khi chudéng bao thitc réo khong ngirng.
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5. Ngai Cao Bugc Lun

“Lam nguwoi may da xem gi nay,” mot ngwdi ban hang tirc gian quat,
ong ta dinh ndi la “Xem may nguoi da lam gi nay,” nhung cac tir ngit da bi
lan 16n dén noi chang ai con noi thanh cau cé nghia dugc nita.

“Lam day ching ta gi biét!” mot nguwdi khac than van, trong khi ai nay
c0 hét sitc sap xép lai moi thit.

Su6t may phut, khong ai n6i dwgc cau nao c6 nghia, moi chuyén dam ra
cang thém bung bét. Nhung chang may choc cac sap hang da dugc dung lén
va cac tir dwge gom lai thanh mot dong 16n dé xép lai.

Ong Danh Van, qua tirc gian vi chuyén vira xay ra, da buc boi bay mat,
va Milo vira ditng day thi toan bd lyc lwgng canh vé ctia Thanh phé T Dién
da xuat hién — vira di vira tuyt coi inh 6i.

“Chuing ta sé kham pha ra nguon goc cua moi viéc,” cau nghe thay cé
ngwoi noi. “Si quan Cao Budc dén roi kia.”

Pang di ngang qua quang truong la canh sat lun nhiat ma Milo titng
thay, ong ta cao chwa day sau mwoi phan con bé ngang chirng gap doi nhw
vay, ong ta mac bo canh phuc mau xanh, deo that lvng va gang tay trang, doi
mil ludi trai, vé mat hét siec dit ddn. Ong ta cit tuyt coi hoai, cho dén lic mat
dé nhw gac 6ng ta cling chi ngirng lai da dé hét, “Anh c6 t0i, anh c6 t0i,” vGi
bat ky ngwdi nao ong ta di qua. “Ta chwa bao gio thdy ai trong t6i 16i day
minh nhw cau,” 6ng ta n6i khi dén ché Milo. Ro6i, quay vé phia Tock, Itc nay
van dang réo chudng, 6ng ta néi, “Tat con ch6 doé di; bat chuéng bao thitc
tredc mat canh sat thi that la vo 18.”

Ong ta can than ghi lai diéu d6 vao cuén s6 tay mau den ctia minh roi di
di lai lai, tay chap sau ngam nghia canh 1on x6n cta phién chg.

“Hay 14m, hay 1dm.” Ong ta cau may. “Ai gdy ra chuyén nay? Néi di,
khong toi cho tat ca vao don day.”
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Im lang mot hoéi 1au. Vi hau nhw khong c6 ai tryc tiép chitng kién
chuyén da xay ra, nén chang ai ho he gi.

“Ong kia,” vién canh sat noi, tré tay vé phia Bo Bip, ltic ndy dang phti
bui trén quan &o va chinh lai mi, “trong 6ng dang nghi lam.”

Bo Bip sitng s& danh roi ca gay va lap bap tra 101, “T6i xin 1y danh dv
ctra mot quy 6ng ra dé dam béao vdi ngai, thwa ngai canh sat, rang toi la mot
nguwoi qua duong vo toi, chi biét phan minh dang thwdng thitc nhitng canh
twong va am thanh day hap dan cua phién chg, thi chu bé nay...”

“A HA!” ST quan Céo Budc ngat 10i va lai ghi gi d6 vao so tay. “DBung
nhv ta nghi: moi chuyén déu tir bon con trai ma ra hét.”

“Xin 16i ngai,” Bo Bip nhan manh, “t6i khong hé c6 y néi la...”

“IM LANG!” vién canh sat gam lén, viton ngudi ditng thing va tritng
mat nhin con bo dang s¢ chét khiép. “Nao,” 6ng ta néi tiép, quay sang Milo,
“cau da & dau vao dém ngay 27 thang Bay?”

“Chuyeén do thi c6 lién quan gi a?” Milo hoi.

“H6m do la sinh nhat ta, chinh thé ddy,” vién canh sat n6i va ghi “Quén
sinh nhat ta” vao so tay. “Bon con trai la chuyén doi quén sinh nhat nguoi
khac.”

“Cau da pham cac t6i sau,” 6ng ta tiép tuc. “Dem theo ché c6 gan
chudng béo thitc trai phép, gy ra hon loan, lam do thung hang, tan pha
phién chg, va lam dao 10n tr ngit.”

“Nay ong kia,” Tock gian dit gam gir.

“Va t0i sua trai phép nira,” ong ta thém vao, cau may nhin cha cho
dong ho. “Sua ma khong dung dong ho do tiéng sta la pham luat. Cau da
san sang nghe ban an danh cho minh chwa?”

“Chi c6 quan toa méi duwgc tuyéen an thoi,” Milo néi, cau nhé la da doc
duoc nhu vay dau do trong sach giao khoa.
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“N6i cling c6 ly,” vién canh sat n6i, b6 mii ra va mac mét chiéc ao
choang den dai vao. “Ta cling la quan toa day. Gio cau mudn ban an ngan
hay ban an dai?”

“Ngan thoi a,” Milo néi.

“T6t,” quan toa no6i va go bua ba lan. “Ta chang bao gid nhé dugc cac

> ’ N e Ve Ao A Ve N A < A~ N e~ S
ban an dai. ‘Co t9i’ dugc khong? Do la cau ngan nhat ma ta biét.™
. oo SA A ’ ’ N ~ > ’ ~ & 6 A . ~ 7.

Moi nguoi deu dong y do la mot ban an cong bang, roi quan toa noi
ti€p: “Ngoai ra cau sé bi phat thém sau triéu nam tu nita. Két thic phién
toa,” 6ng ta tuyén bo va lai go bua. “Bi theo ta. Ta sé gidi cau vao nha tu.”

“Chi ¢6 cai tu mdi gidi nguwdoi ta vao nha tu dugc,” Milo néi, van trich
dan tir cudn sach ay.

“Rat ¢6 ly,” quan toa néi, cdi do choang va 1dy ra mét chum chia khoa
to. “Ta cling la cai tu day.” Ro6i ong ta dan hai dita di.

“Cau gitt viing tinh than nhé,” Bo Bip hét vGi theo. “Cé 1€ ho sé trir b6t
cho cdu mot triéu nam néu cai tao tot.”

Canh ctta nang trich ctia nha tu twr t* mé ra, Milo cung véi Tock di theo
ST quan Cao Budc qua mot hanh lang dai, t6i, chi c6 may ngon nén leo 1ét
chiéu sang day do.

“Budc can than nhé,” vién canh sat no6i khi ho di xuéng mét cau thang
x04y oc.

Khong khi & day am thap, c6 mui mong moéc — nhw mui chan ngadm
nwdc vay — con cac birc twong da khong 16 lai c6 phan nhay nhua. Ho di
xuong, xuéng mai, cho t6i khi dén mot canh ctra nhin con nang va chac chan
hon canh ctra ban nay. M6t tdim mang nhén quet qua mat Milo, lam cau rung
minh.

“Cac cau sé thay & day kha dé chiu,” vién canh sat vira cudi khiung
khuc vira kéo then va ddy canh ctra kéo ket mé@ ra. “Khong c6 nhiéu nguoi
dén tham lam, nhung lic nao céc cau cling c6 thé chuyén gau véi mu phu
thuy.”
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“Phu thay ay a?” Milo run ray hoi.
“U, ba ta di & day lau 14m r6i,” dng ta néi va di xudi mot hanh lang
khac.

May phit sau, ho da di qua ba canh ctta, mét cay cau can hep, xu6i hai
hanh lang va mot cau thang nita, va cudi cung dirng tredc cira mot xa lim
nho.

“Pay roi,” vién canh sat néi. “Pd moi tién nghi nhw ¢ nha.”

Ctra md ra r6i dong lai, va Milo cung vGi Tock ding tro ra gitta mot xa
lim tran cao c6 mai vom, v&i hai 0 ctta s6 nho xiu nam tit trén cao.

“Hen gap lai cau sau sau triéu nam nita,” Si quan Cdo Budc ndi, roi
tiéng budc chan 6ng ta nhé dan, nho dan cho t6i khi tat lim.

“Tinh hinh cé vé cang, Tock nhi?” Milo buon rau néi.

“Pung vay,” chu cho tra 16i, danh hoi loanh quanh xem cho & méi cta
ho ra sao.

“Bon minh sé lam gi trong su6t thdi gian dé co chi; bon minh con
chang c6 lay mot ban co hay hop but mau.”

“Pirng lo,” Tock gt gtt, gio mot chan 1én an i, “réi sé cé thi gi do
xuat hién thoi. Cau lam on 1én day cot ho t6i duwge khdng? Téi sap ding lai
mat roi.”

“Cau biét sao khong, Tock?” cau vira n6i vira 1én day cét cho chi ché.
“Ta c6 thé gap rat nhiéu rac r6i khi 1an 16n céc tir hoac khong biét cach danh
van ddy. Néu ching ta ra khéi day dugc, té sé quyét tam hoc cho bang hét.”

“M0ot tham vong rat dang khich 1€, chang trai tré a,” mot giong noéi &
dau bén kia xa lim vang lén.

Milo kinh ngac ngang 1én va gio mdi nhin ra, trong canh tranh t6i tranh
sang, mot ba gia hién lanh dang ngoi lang 1€ dan len trén chiéc ghé du.

“Chao ba a,” cau noéi.

“Chao chau,” ba gia dap.
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“Ba phai can than,” Milo khuyén. “Chau nghe néi trong nay c6 mét mu
phu thuy day.”

“Chinh la ta day,” ba gia binh than trd 10i, va siét chat cai khan choang
thém mot chut.

Milo hoang so lui lai va voi va 6m lay Tock dé dam bao la chuéng bao
thitc ctia né khong kéu — vi theo nhw cdu biét thi cac phu thuy rat ghét tiéng
dong 1on.

“Dung sg,” ba gia cuoi 1on. “Ta khong phai la phu thuy — ta la ba Tw
Nao.™

“Thé a,” Milo néi, vi cau khong biét phdi noi gi khac.

“Ta tén la Hoi Hoi Rung Ron, mot ba Ttr Nao khong xau xa lam,” ba
noi tiép, “va chac chan ta sé khéng lam hai chau.”

“Ba Tw Nao la cai gi a?” Milo héi, buéng Tock ra va budc lai gan hon
mot chuit.

“La thé nay,” ba gia néi, dang lic mét con chudt chay vot ngang qua
chan ba, “ta la c6 cta dic vua. Su6t bao nhiéu nam nay nhiém vu cua ta la
chon cac tir dé dung trong moi treong hgp, tir nao nén ndi, tir nao khéng nén
ndi, tir nao nén viét, t nao khong nén viét. V4i hang nghin tir can chon lya,
chau cling c6 thé twdong twgng dwge cong viéc do6 quan trong va trach nhiém
nang né dén thé nao. Ta dwgc nhan danh hiéu ‘Tt Nao Chinh Thitc’, khién
ta rat vui swéng va hanh dién.

“M6i dau ta con co gang chon nhitng tir hay nhat, thich hgp nhat dé
dem ra st dung. Moi thit déu dugc dién dat ro rang, don gian, khong mot tir
nao bi phi pham ca. Ta cho treo khap cung dién va chg cac tdm bién cé dé
chit:

SUC TICH LA TINH TUY CUA SU THONG THAL.

“Nhung quyén lyc dé khién ngwoi ta bi tha héa, va chang mdy choc ta
dam ra keo kiét, chon cang ngay cang it tir di, dé git that nhiéu cho riéng
minh. Ta cho treo nhitng tdm bién md&i dé chit:
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TU SAI LA SU GIA CUA KE NGOC.

“Chang may choc viéc mua ban & chg sa sit han di. Ngwoi ta sg khong
dam mua nhiéu tir nhw treedc nita, va vieong quoc trd nén doi kém. Tuy thé ta
cang keo kiét hon. Ta chon it tir dén n6i hau nhw chang ai noéi gi dugc nita,
tham chi cda mot cudc tro chuyén don gian ciling thanh ra kho khan. Ta lai
cho treo cac tam bién mdi dé chir:

KHONG CHON bUQC TU DUNG THI HAY KHON NGOAN MA
IM LANG.

“Va cudi cung ta cho thay chiing bang nhitng tdm bién chi dé mdy chi:
IM LANG LA VANG.

“Khong ai noi gi nita. Khong ai mua ban ti ngit nita, chg phai dong
clra, va nguoi dan trd nén ngheo kho, phién mudn. Khi dic vua biét chuyén,
ngai da gian di tong ta vao nha nguc nay, ma chau thay réi day, ¢ day ta da
tr@ thanh mot ba gia khon ngoan hon.

“P6 la tir nhiéu nam trwedc roi,” ba noi tiép; “nhuwng ho khong ctt ai lam
Twr Nao méi nita, vi thé ngay nay ngudi ta mudn dung bao nhiéu twr thi tuy
thich, va ¢t nghi nhw vay la théng thai lam. B&i vi chau hdy nhé, mac du
dung qua it tir 1a sai, nhung dung qua nhiéu thi con sai hon.”

No6i xong, ba thd ra mot hoi dai, khé vo vo 1én vai Milo, roi lai bat dau
dan.

“Va ba da phdi ¢ duéi nay tir bay dén nay a?” Milo hoi, vé thong cam.

“Pung thé,” ba buon ba dap. “Nhiéu nguwoi da quén han ta, hodac nhé
nham rang ta la mot phu thay chit khong phai 1a ba Ttr Nao. Nhung ciing
chang quan trong, chang quan trong gi,” ba rau 11 no6i thém, “vi ho s¢ ca hai
nhv nhau.”

“Chéau khong nghi la ba dang s¢ dau,” Milo néi, va Tock vay dudi dong
tinh.

“Cam on chau rat nhiéu,” ba Hoi Hoi Rung Ron néi. “Chau c goi ta la
ba Hoi Hoi. Day, chau an mot ddu cham cau di.” Roi ba lay ra mot hop day
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dau héi chdm, dau cham hét, dau phay, dau cham than boc duwong. “Gio ta
chi dugc an thit nay thoi.”

“Thé thi khi nao chau ra khéi day, chau sé gitp ba,” Milo hung hon
tuyén bo.

“Chau that la t6t bung,” ba tra 10i; “nhung diéu duy nhat co6 thé gitp
dugc ta la sy trd lai ctia Van Biéu va Ly Tinh.”

“Sy tra lai cua cai gi co a?” Milo hai.

“Van Dbiéu va Ly Tinh,” ba nhac lai; “nhung dé lai 1a mot cau chuyén
dai nita, c6 thé chau khéng mudn nghe.”

“Chutng chau rat muén nghe,” Tock sua.

“Pung day a,” Milo ciling phu hoa theo, va thé 1a ba Ttr Nao vira du dwa
ghé vira ké cho ho nghe cau chuyén sau day.
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6. Cau chuyén cua ba Hoi Hoi Rung Ron

“Ngay xtta ngay xua, vung dat nay con la mot ngi hoang vu tro troi va
khung khiép, vdi nhitng day nidi da cao vit, ngi an nap cua nhitng con gio
doc dia, va nhitng thung liing can c6i khong ai & duwge. Chang c6 may cay
c6i moc 1én noi tir vung dat nhw vay, cady nao moc dugce thi cling cong queo,
van veo, qua dang nhw mat. Cho nao khong phai la dat hoang thi lai la sa
mac, cho khong phai la sa mac thi 16m chédm d4, va nhitng con quy hac am
song gitta nhitng vung do6i nii d6. Nhitng con vat dang sg lang thang khap
noi, xuéng dén tan mién bién. Vi thé noi nay dugc goi la Vung Hu Vo.

“Roi ngay kia, mot con thuyén nhé xuat hién trén Bién Kién Thitc.
Trén thuyén la mot chang hoang t tré dang tim kiém twong lai. Nhan danh
chan 1y va moi diéu tot dep, chang tuw nhan toan b dat nwéc nay la cia minh
va bat tay vao khai pha. Nhitng con quy, quai vat cung nhitng tén khong 16
rat tic toi vi sy ngao man cua chang va da tap hgp nhau lai dé dudi chang di.
Tran chién dé khién ca mat dat rung chuyén, va khi né két thic thi chang
hoang t chi con lai mét mau dat nho bén bo bién.

“ ‘Ta sé xay dung thanh do6 cua ta tai day,” chang tuyén bd, va ndi sao
lam vay.

“Chang bao lau sau, c6 thém nhiéu con thuyén khac dwa ngudi dén khai
thém nhitng vung dat méi, vay la thanh phd phat trién rong ra thém mai.
Ngay nao no ciing bi tdn cong, nhung khong gi c6 thé pha huy dwoc thanh
phd cta chang hoang t¥. Va né da tré nén thinh viegng. Dan dan né khéng
con la mot thanh phé nita; né da tré thanh mot viwong quéc, duge goi la
Vwong Quoc Thong Thai.

“Nhung bén ngoai twong thanh van rat nguy hiém, va vi tan vieong thé
sé chiém duwgc vung dat 16 ra da phai thudc vé minh. Vay la moi nam vao
mua xuan ngai lai 1én duong cung vGi doi quan ctia minh, roi tré vé vao mua
thu, va nam thang tro6i qua, vuong quoc cang dwgc md rong va tru pha hon.
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DBirc vua két hon va sinh dwgc hai ngwdi con trai. Bitc vua day cho cac con
tat ca nhitng gi minh biét, dé mot ngay kia ho cling sé cai tri mot cach anh
minh.

“Khi hai hoang tir da dén tudi trudng thanh, dirc vua goi ho dén va noi:
‘Ta gia r6i, khong thé tiép tuc chién ddu dwgc nita. Cac con phai thay ta
dyng nén cac thanh phé mdéi ¢ vung dat hoang, béi vi Vuong Quoc Thong
Thai can tiép tuc 16n manh.’

“Va ho da lam nhv vay. M6t chang hoang ti¥ di vé phia Nam, tGi chan
Doi Hon Loan va xay nén Thanh pho Tt Dién, thanh pho cua tir ngir; con
mot hoang ti di vé phia Bac, t6i Day Nui U Mé va xay nén Thanh pho S6
Hoc, thanh pho ctia cac con s6. Ca hai thanh phd déu rat hung manh va céac
con quy cang bi day lui di xa hon. Cac thanh ph6 va thi trdn khac moc 1én
trén nhitng vung dat nay, va cudi cung chi con nhitng noi xa x6i nhat cta
vung dat hoang la con bi cac sinh vat khung khiép no chiém giit — va ching
rinh mo & do, san sang tan cong bat ky ai dam lai gan hodc so hd mat canh
giac.

“Tuy nhién, hai hoang tr rat ming khi dwgc song riéng, vi vé ban chat
ho rat hay doé ky va nghi ngg lan nhau. Ngudi nao cling muén vwgt mat
ngwoi kia, va ho lam viéc cham chi va man can dén no6i chang may choc hai
thanh pho cta ho da cé thé sanh dugc v6i Vuong Quoc Thong Thai ca vé
dién tich lan sy huy hoang.

“ ‘Tw nglt quan trong hon sy thong thai,” mot nguwoi nghi bung.
“ ‘Con s0 quan trong hon s thong thai,” nguwoi kia ty nhu.
“Va ho ngay cang thu ghét nhau hon.

“Nhung vi vua gia, von khong hay biét gi vé sy thu dich giita hai con
ctia minh, thi lai rat hanh phic trong nhitng nam tai vi cuéi doi, ngay ngay
ngai thwong di dao va suy ngam trong vuon thwong uyén. Piéu duy nhat
ngai con nudi tiéc la ngai khong cé con gai, vi ngai yéu con gai cling nhw
con trai. Mot ngay kia, trong khi dang binh than di dao trong vuon, ngai da
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phat hién ra hai dita bé so sinh bi bo lai trong mét chiéc gié duédi gian nho.
Do 1a hai co bé toéc vang ong, hét sirc xinh xan.

“Pitc vua vui swéng vo cung. ‘Ching da duwgc giti dén dé ban thuwéng
cho nhitng nam cudi doi cua ta,” ngai reo 1én, r6i goi hoang hau, cac bo
tredng, nhitng nguwdi hau trong 1au dai va toan bo dan chiing dén ngam nhin
hai c6 bé.

“ ‘Chuing ta sé dat tén cho c6 bé nay la Van Diéu va c6 bé kia 1a Ly
Tinh,” ngai néi, thé la hai c6 bé dugc goi la Cong chia Van Diéu Ngot Ngao
va Cong chua Ly Tinh Thuan Tuy, va dwgc nuoi 16n trong cung dién.

“Khi vi vua gia twr tran, vieong quoc duge chia cho hai nguwdi con trai,
v6i diéu kién la ho phai cung nhau cham s6c hai cong chia nho tudi. Mot
ngwoi con trai di vé phia Nam, trd thanh Azaz Toan Tap, vua ctia Thanh pho
Tw Pién, con nguoi kia di vé phia Bac, trd thanh Phap sw Toan Hoc, tri vi
Thanh phd S6 Hoc; va ho da gitr ding 10i hita cham soc cho hai ¢6 bé, hai co
van tiép tuc song @ Vuong Quoc Thong Thai.

“Moi ngudi déu yéu quy hai cong chia vi ho rat xinh dep, diu dang, va
lai biét cach dan xép moi viéc tranh chap mot cach cong bang va hop ly.
Trén khap virong quoc, nhitng ngwoi co6 rac roi, bat dong hay diéu phan nan
nao déu dén xin ho khuyén bédo, va ngay ca hai 6ng anh trai, dén lic nay da
lién tuc cdi va, cling dén nho ho gidi quyét chuyén quéc gia dai sy. Ai ai
cling n6i rang ‘Van Diéu va Ly Tinh sé giai quyét dwgc moi viéc.’

“Nam thang qua di, hai ngwoi anh cang xa cach nhau hon va vuong
quoc cda ho cang thinh vugng, oai hung hon. Tuy vay, nhitng cudc cai va
cua ho cang ngay cang kho hoa giai. Nhung véi tinh yéu thuong va su kién
nhan, hai cong chia ludn dan xép 6n thoa.

“Roi mot ngay kia c6 mot cudc tranh cdi kich liét chwa tirng c6. Vua
Azaz khang khang néi rang tir ngit quan trong hon con so, va vi vay vuong
quoc cua ngai hung manh hon, con Phap s Toan Hoc thi lai n6i rang con s6
quan trong hon tr ngi¥ va vi vay vaong quoc ciia minh mdi la bac nhat. Ho
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ban bac, tranh luan, quat thao nhau cho t&i khi suyt nita choang nhau, va roi
ho quyét dinh dem cau héi d6 dén cho hai cong chtia phan xt.

“Sau nhiéu ngay can nhac, xem xét hét moi bang chitng va nghe hét
moi nhan chitng, ho da dwa ra phan quyét sau:

“ “Ttr nglt va con sd quan trong nhw nhau, vi dé dét nén chiéc é&o
choang tri thitc thi mot cai la sgi doc, cai kia la sgi ngang. Viéc dém ting hat
cat cling quan trong ngang viéc dat tén cho moi ngoi sao. Vi vay, hay dé cho
ca hai virong quoc dwge chung séng trong hoa binh.’

“Moi nguwoi déu hai long véi phan quyét d6. Moi nguwoi, trir hai 6ng anh
trai, ho thi lai gian dien léen.

“ ‘Hai con bé nay thi dugc tich sy gi cho ta khi ma chiing khong thé
dem lai cho ta phan thang?’ ho gam Ién, vi ca hai déu mudn thang hon la
muon nghe sy that. ‘Chiing ta sé dudi ching ra khéi vieong quoc vinh vién.’

“Vay la ho bi truc xudt khéi cung dién va day dén Lau dai Khong
Trung, va tir do trd di khong con ai nhin thay ho nita. Vi thé, ngay nay, trén
toan X1 s& nay, khong con Van Diéu hay Ly Tinh nita.”

“Con hai vi vua thi ra sao a?” Milo hai.

“Viéc dudi hai cong chia ra khoéi virong quéc la diéu cudi cung ho con
dong y dugc v6i nhau, va chang bao 1au sau thi ho giao chién. Mac du vay,
virong quoc cda ho van tiép tuc phat trién, chi c6 c6 d6 Thong Thai la trd
nén do nat, khong cé ai cham lo. Vay nén, chau thiy ro6i day, chitng nao hai
cong chuia chwra quay vé, ta sé con phai ¢ lai day.”

“Hay la chiing chau di citu ho,” Milo néi khi cau thdy ba Tir Nao trong
bu6n ba ra sao.

“Qi, s& kh6 1am ddy,” ba dap. “Lau dai Khong Trung & cach day rat xa,
va cau thang duy nhat dan dén d6 lai bi nhitng con quy dit vo cung doc ac va
dit ton canh git.”

Tock gam g, vi chi nghi dén quy thoi 1a né da thay ghét 1am roi.
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“Ta e rang mot cau bé va mot cha ché thi sé chang lam dwoc gi dau,”
ba néi, “nhuwng chau dirng ban tam; & day ciling khong té lam. Ta da kha
quen roi. Nhung chau phai di di khong thi mat ca ngay ddy.”

“Bon chau phai ¢ day sau triéu nam co,” Milo thé dai danh thugt, “va
chau chang biét lam sao dé tron ra ca.”

“Vé& van,” ba Tt Nao quat, “chau ding c6 coi nhitng 16i ST quan Céo
Budc néi 1a nghiém tic. Ong ta rat thich t6ng ngwdi khac vao ti, nhung dng
ta khong ban tdm dén chuyén canh chirng ho trong d6 dau. Chau chi viéc an
cai nut trén twong kia la di dugc thoi.”

Milo dn cai nit va mot canh ctta maé ra, dé lot vao mot vat nang vang
ruc ro.

“Tam biét; khi nao cac chau lai ghé choi nhé!” ba Tw Nao goi v6i theo
khi ca hai buwéc ra ngoai va canh ctra dong sap lai.

Milo va Tock ditng hap hay mat trong anh nang chéi chang va, khi mat
da quen roi, cai dau tién ho thay la cac c6 van cta dic vua lai dang lao vé
phia ho.

“A, cau day ro6i.”

“Cau da di dau vay?”

“Chung toi di tim cau khap noi.”

“Yeén tiéc Hoang gia sap bat dau ro6i.”

“Bi vdi ching toi nao.”

Milo beén di theo ho, ho c6 vé rat phan khich, dén noi thd khong ra hoi.
“Nhung con xe cua t6i thi sao?” cau hoi.

“Khong can,” Cong tudc tra 10i.

“Pau c6 dung dén,” Bo trwdng noi.

“Thura thai,” Ba twdc 1én giong khuyén nhu.

“Thiéu cling khong sao,” Tt twdc tuyén bo.
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“Vo6 dung,” Tuy vién kéu lén. “Chung ta sé di xe rieng.”
“Xe cho nguoi.”

“Xe ngua.”

“Xe c6 mai che.”

“Xe kéo.”

“Xe doc ma.”

“Xe tho so.”

Ho lién thoang, r6i chi vao mét c6 xe ngwa nho bang go.

“Qi troi, ho lai néi luén mém rdi,” Milo thim nghi trong ltic tréo vao xe
v6i Tock va cac c6 van. “Lam sao cac vi c¢6 thé cho n6 chay dwgc? N6
khong co6...”

“Hay im ling,” Cong twdc néi, “khdng dwoc néi gi thi xe méi chay.”

Va ding vay, ngay khi tat ca bon ho im lang ngoi yén, thi chiéc xe bat
dau bon bon chay qua pho va chang may choc ho da dén dwgc cung dién.
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7. Yén tiéc Hoang gia

“Duong nay.”
“Theo ching t6i.”
“BPi nao.”

“Nhanh len.”

“Pay roi,” ho reo Ién va nhdy tir trén xe xudng réi chay 1én mot cai cau
thang rong bang da hoa cwong. Milo va Tock bam sat theo sau. Toa lau dai
nom rat ky la, va Milo biét khon hon thi minh nén gidu bién y nghi rang nhin
n6 hét nhw mot cudén sach khong 16 duge dung dirng 1én, va canh ctra ra vao
nam & phan dudi cung cua trang bia, cai cho thuwong dé tén nha xuat ban.

Vao lau dai roi, ho voi va di xu6i mot hanh lang dai treo day dén chum
bang pha 1é 1ap lanh, vang vang doi lai tiéng chan ho. Twong va tran nha
toan la guwong va nhitng hinh anh phan chiéu ct muda lwgn quanh ho dén
chong cad mat, con xung quanh la nhitng nguwoi hau lanh lung cti dau chao.

“Chac ching ta mudn lam r6i,” T twéc thd hon hén day lo lang khi ho
dén trwdc hai canh ctta cao sirng sitng cuia phong tiéc.

D6 la mot can phong rong ménh mong, chen chic nhitng nguwoi dang
16n tiéng néi chuyén hodc tranh cdi. Cai ban dai da sap san nhitng chiéc dia
vang va khan an vai lanh. Pang sau moi chiéc ghé la mot ngwoi hau, va &
chinh giita, cao hon cac ghé khac mot chuit, 1a mot ngai vang phu vai do
tham. Ngay sau ngai vang, treo trén twong, la huy hiéu hoang gia, hai bén la
co cua Thanh phé Tt Bién.

Milo nhan ra rat nhiéu ngwoi cau da nhin thady & phién chg. Ngwoi ban
chit dang mai mé giai thich vé lich st cia chit W cho m6t nhém ngudi cham
chu lang nghe, con & mot goc, Bo Bip va Ong Banh Van dang tranh cai div
doi chang vé cai gi ca. S quan Cao Budc di di lai lai gitta ddm déng, mom
lam bam vé nghi hodc, “Cé t0i, c6 t6i, co toi tudt,” va khi nhan ra Milo, 6ng
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ta twoi tinh han 1én va néi trong lic di ngang cho cau, “Da qua sau triéu nam
r6i co a? Thoi gian tréi nhanh that.”

Moi nguoi déu cod vé buc doc vi chwa duge an trwa, va ho déu nhe
nhom khi thay cac vi khach 1é mé da c6 mat.

“Rat mung la cau dén dwoc, anh ban a,” Bo Bip néi, hé hai bat tay
Milo. “Véi tu cach khach danh du, tat nhién la cau sé dugc chon thwe don.”

“Qi troi,” cau tham nghi, khong biét phai tra 15i ra sao.

“Nhanh 1én nhé,” Ong Panh van dé nghi. “T6i chét doi dén noi réi — c-
h-é-t-d-o6-i.”

Trong lic Milo c6 vat 6c nghi thi bong mat loat tiéng kén dong chdi tai
vang lén, hoan toan lac diéu, va mot ngudi hau nhé tudi tuyén bo véi cac
thue khach van con dang hoang hon:

“DUC VUA AZAZ TOAN TAP.”

Pitc vua buéc qua cira, dén bén ban, va dat cai than hinh do6 so cua
minh 1én ngai vang, vira ng6i vira goi to, vé burc boi, “Vao cho di. Tat ca vao
cho.”

Pitc vua la ngudi to béo nhat ma Milo da ting thay, ngai c6 cai bung
phé, cap mat to sang quac, mot chom rau bac dai xuéng tan dot ron, va ngoéon
ut ban tay trai c6 deo mét chiéc nhan niém phong bang bac. Ngai con doi cai
virong mién nhoé va mac chiéc do choang théu toan cac chi cai rat dep.

“Cai gi day?” ngai ndi, nhin xuéng Tock va Milo khi nhitng ngudi khac
da ngoi vao cho.

“Thwa bé ha,” Milo n6i, “tén chau la Milo, con day la Tock. Xin cam
on bé ha vi da mdi ching chau dén du tiéc, va chau nghi cung dién ctia ngai
rat dep a.”

“Huy hoang,” Cong tudc sua lai.

“Trang l€,” B0 trudng xen vao.

“Long lay,” Ba twéc mém 10i.
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‘Tuyét diéu,” T twdc dua day.

“Mé hon,” Tuy vién to y.

“IM LANG,” ditc vua ra 1énh. “Nao, chang trai tré, cau c6 thé 1am gi dé
mua vui cho ching ta? Hat? Ké chuyén? Lam tho? Tung hitng dia? Nhao
16n? Cau biét lam gi?”

“Chau khong biét lam tro nao trong s6 ay dau a,” Milo thi nhan.

“That la mot cau bé tam thwong,” dirc vua nhan xét. “Cac co van cua ta
biét lam du thit. Ngai Cong twdc day thi biét xé viéc bé ra to. Ngai Bo
tredng biét ché sgi téc lam tw. Ngai Ba twdc biét mugn gié bé mang. Ngai
T twdc biét van dung moi thu doan. Con ngai Tuy vién thi,” dic vua két
luan day de doa, “biét dung chi manh treo chudng. Chang 1& cau khong biét
lam gi hét sao?”

“Chau c6 thé dém dén mot nghin a,” Milo wém 10i.

“AAAA, s6 ma! Birng bao gid nhac dén s6 ma & day. Lic nao bat budc
thi hdy dung,” Azaz gam lén, vé ghé tdm. “Sao cau va Tock khong lén day
ngoi canh ta nhi, roi ching ta sé dung bita?”

“Cau da chon xong thyc don chwa?” Bo Bip nhac.

“0,” Milo néi, chgt nhé me ludn din cdu 1a d&n nha ngudi ta thi an it
thoi, “sao chung ta khong an nhe chut gi thoi a?”

“M0i an nhe,” con bo hét to, vung vay canh tay.

Nhitng ngwoi phuc vu mau chéng buwdc vao, bé theo nhitng dia 16n roi
dat 1én trén cac ban tredc mat dirc vua. Khi ngai mé nap vung ra, nhitng tia
sang ryc ré sac mau nhdy ra tir dia, bat ndy qua lai gitta tran nha, tuwong,
ngang qua san, roi bay ra cira so.’

“Bita an khong b6 dudng lam nhi,” Bo Bip dui mat n6i, “nhung kha la
dep day. C6 1é cau c6 thé ggi y mén gi dé no bung hon chang?”

DPirc vua vo tay, nhitng dia 16n dwoc don di, va, khong kip suy nghi gi,
Milo v0i néi ngay, “Néu vay thi chau nghi chiing ta nén dn mot biva that no
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gom. ..

“Moi an no,” Bo Bip lai hét. Bitc vua lai vo tay va nhitng nguoi phuc
vu lai xuat hién, bé theo nhitng dia chat day cac hinh vuéng da mau da cd
dang boc hoi nghi ngit.”

“Eo 0i,” Ong Panh van ném tht mot hinh vudng va noi, “kinh qua.”

Khong ai thich cac hinh vuéng ca, Bo Bip con bi mac mot hinh trong
hong va suyt nita chét nghen.

“Pén liuc doc dién van roi,” ditc vua tuyén bo khi cac dia lai dugce don
di tredc vé cau c6 cia moi ngudi. “Cau bat dau,” ngai chi vao Milo ra 1énh.

“Thwa bé ha va toan thé quy vi,” Milo rut ré m@ dau. “Chau mudn nhan
co hoi nay dé xin néi rang trong toan bo nhirng...”

“Thé la dua r6i,” dic vua quat. “Dung c6 néi trang giang dai hai.”

“Nhuwng chau mai bat dau ma,” Milo phan déi.

“TIEP THEO!” dic vua néi 16n.

“Ga quay, khoai tdy nghién, kem vani,” Bo Bip vira nhdy nhot vira doc.

“Bai dién van la that,” Milo tham nghi, vi trudc kia cau da nghe rat
nhiéu dién van va cdu biét dién van phai that dai va té ngat.

“Banh kep thit, ng6é nguyén bap, put dinh sb c6 la — p-u-t-d-i-n-h,” dén
lrgt Ong Béanh Van néi.

“Xuc xich, dwa mu6i, mt dau,” Si quan Cao Budc noi to tir chd ngoi
ctia minh. Vi khi ngoi ong ta cao hon, nén 6ng ta chang buon dirng day.

Va theo th? tu vi tri ng6i, titng ngudi khach ditng day doc mét bai dién
van ngan, roi ngoi xuong. Khi tat ca da xong, ditc vua ditng day.

“Pate de foie gras, soupe a 1I’oignon, faisan sous cloche, salade endive,
fromages et fruits et demi-tasse™,” ngai cham rai noi, roi lai vo tay.

Nhitng nguwdi phuc vu lai 1ap titc xuat hién, dem theo nhitng khay nang
nong hoi roéi dat xuong ban. Mo6i khay c6 nhitng tir da dwgc cac vi khach noi
ra, va ho 1ap titc an ngau nghién ngon lanh.
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“An di,” dic vua noéi, thiic thiic khuyu tay vao Milo va nhin céi dia cta
cau, vé ché bai. “Lwa chon cua cau khong dugc ngon lam nhi.”

“Chéau khong biét la minh sé phai nuét nhitng 16i minh néi ra,” Milo
phan doi.

“Tat nhién, tat nhién r6i, & day ai cling phai thé,” ditc vua lam bam. “Lé
ra cau phai doc mot dién van ngon lanh hon.”

Milo nhin moi nguwdi xung quanh, ai cling dang nhoéi cang bung, roi
nhin lai cai dia chang l1dy gi lam ngon lanh cia minh. Nhitng th trén dia
trong chang dang an, ma cau thi da d6i meo ro6i.

“Pay, cau thir mot cu 1on nhao di,” Cong twdc goi y. “NoO sé lam mon
an thém dam da.”

“An thtt mot chuyén dong dai nhé,” B4 twéc moi, dwa gié banh mi cho
cau.

“Hay la tht mot dita tré dau duwong x6 chg,” Bo trwdng thém vao.”

“Co 1é cau muon thit mot cai banh dong nghia,” Cong twdc noi.

“Hay la doi mén trang miéng xitng dang cua cau ay?” T twdc ling
btng, vi miéng con day thirc an.

“T6i da bao bao nhiéu lan r6i, phai biét ty lwgng sttc minh!” Tuy vién
quat, vo vo lén lung ngai T twdc khon kho.

“Vao tai nay lai ra tai kia thoi,” Cong twdc mang, trong khi c6 nhét
nhitng 16i minh nodi qua tai T twdc.

“Tranh vé dwa lai gap vo dira,” B0 trwéng ray la.

“Tranh dwoc chdo dau lai dam dau vao Itva,” Ba twdc hét 1én va 1ap tic
bi béng.

“Khong can phai néi nhw tat vao mat toi thé,” T twdc hoang hét kéu
16n va tic t6i lao vao nhitng ngudi kia.

Ca nam ngudi bon ho danh dam nhau loan xa dwéi gam ban.
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“DUNG LAI NGAY,” Azaz gam lén, “khong thi ta s& cho di day ca
lugt day!”

“Xin 16i bé ha.”

“Chung than rat tiéc.”

“Hy vong bé ha bo qua cho.”

“Mong bé ha thit 16i.”.

“Chung than rat hoi han,” ho thay phién nhau xin 16i, r6i ngo6i xuéng It
mat nhin nhau.

Bita dn dién ra trong yén lang cho t&i lic ditc vua, sau khi da lau sach
nwdc xOt trén 4o, goi mang moén trang miéng vao. Milo, von chwa dugc
miéng gi vao bung, khap khdi nhin 1én.

“Hom nay chung ta sé dugc an mot mén ddc biét,” dic vua néi, trong
khi mui banh ngot ngon lanh toéa khap phong tiéc. “Theo 1énh hoang gia, cac
tho lam banh da lam viéc su6t dém trong 10 nwéng chwa chin dé dam bao
rang...”

“Lo nudng chwa chin dy a?” Milo hoi.

“Tat nhién r6i, 10 nwéng chwa chin,” dic vua cau kinh dap. “Cau nghi
1a nhitng ¥ twéng chwa chin mudi tir dau ra?” Ping c6 ngit 15i ta nita. Theo
1énh hoang gia, cac thg lam banh da lam viéc su6t dém dé...”

“Y twdng chwa chin mudi 1a gi a?” Milo lai héi.

“Trat ty nao,” Azaz titc gian gam ghe; nhung ngai chwa kip néi tiép thi
ba chiéc xe day da dugc day vao phong tiéc, va moi ngudi voi ditng day dé
lay banh.

“Y twdng chwa chin mudi rdt ngon,” Bo Bip giai thich, “nhung khong
phai luc nao an vao cting lanh bung. Pay, cau thtt cai nay xem, ngon tuyet.”
N6 dua cai banh cho Milo, va, bén dwéi 16p kem va hat dé, Milo thay dong
chit TRAI PAT NAY PHANG.
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“Nguoi ta da ngdn cai y twdng ay sudt bao nhiéu nam,” Ong Banh Van
noi, “nhuwng ngay nay — n-g-a-y-n-a-y — no khong con dugc wa chugng nira.”
N6 nhit 1én mot cai banh dai c6 dong chit MAT TRANG LAM BANG PHO
MAT XANH va nghién ngdu luén chd PHO MAT XANH. “Pay méi goi la
y twdng chwa chin muoi chi,” né mim cwdi noi.

Milo nhin nhitng chiéc banh dua loai dang dwgc ngén ngau véi toc do
khong kém gi toc do doc bang mat. B4 twdc dang nham nhi mét chiéc HOA
VO PON CHI, con ditc vua thi dang cit mot chiéc dé HOT BPEM LA HOI
bOC.

“Neéu la cau thi toi sé khong an nhiéu nhitng thit d6 dau,” Tock khuyén.
“Tréng thi ngon day, nhung cau sé ngan ngay thoi.”

“Pirng lo,” Milo dap; “toi sé chi 1ay mot cai dé danh cho sau nay thoi,”
roi cau ldy khan in boc lai mot chiéc banh c6 dong MOI BIEU XAY RA
PEU CO LY DO.
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8. Bo Bip xung phong

“T6i khong thé an thém mot miéng nao nita,” Cong twdc 6m bung thé
hén hén.

“Qi troi 0i,” Bo trwong ciing phu hoa trong ldc thd phi pho.

“Um vm um,” T® twdc ling bung khoéng ra 10i vi con dang c6 nu6t
thém mot miéng nita.

“No cttng bung ro6i,” B4 twdc thd ra mot hoi dai va néi 1ong that lung.

“No cang,” Tuy vién lam bam nhwng van véi ldy miéng banh cuo6i
cung.

Ai ndy déu da an xong, chi con vang lén tiéng ghé cot ket, tiéng dia bi
day ra, tiéng liém thia, va tat nhién la tiéng Bo Bip dang huyén thuyén.

“MGt bita an tuyét voi, dugc chuan bi cong phu va dwge phuc vu mét
cach tao nha,” né néi du khong cé ai nghe. “Mot yén tiéc hiém c6. Xin dwgc
gtii 10i khen tGi bép trwdng, ding vay; xin co6 10i khen bép trwdng.” Roi, v6i
vé mat hét sitc kho s@, né quay sang Milo va hon hén néi, “Cau lam on cho
toi xin mot ly nwéc duwge khong? Hinh nhuw toi bi kho tieu.”

“Co 1é 6ng da an qua nhiéu va qua nhanh day,” Milo nhan xét, vé thong
cam.

“Qua nhiéu qua nhanh, qua nhiéu qua nhanh,” con bgo khon khé vira
kho kheé noéi vira uéng nuwdc. “Chac la thé roi, qua nhiéu qua nhanh. Bang ra
toi nén an qua it va qua cham, hoac qua nhiéu va qua cham, hodc qua it va
qua nhanh, hodc ca ngay khong an gi ca, hodc an tat ca cung mot lic, hoac
thinh thodng md&i an chat gi, hodc dang ra téi nén...” Ro6i nd, hoan toan kiét
sttc, buéng minh xuéng ghé, va tiép tuc lam bam.

“Chua y! Tat ca chu y!” ditc vua nhay bat day va dam lién hoi 1én ban.
Meénh lénh d6 hoan toan la thtra, béi vi ngay khi ditc vua m@ miéng thi tat ca
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thue khach, triv Milo, Tock va con bo khd sé kia 1ap tiéc chay khoi phong
tiéc, xudng cau thang va ra khoi cung dién.

“Hdi cac bang hitu va than dan trung thanh,” Azaz tiép tuc, giong vang
vong khap gian phong gan nhu chang con ai, “mot lan nita, vao dip vui
mung nay, chung ta lai...”

“Xin 16i bé ha,” Milo khé ho mét cach lich sw nhat c6 thé, “nhwng moi
nguwoi di hét réi a.”

“Ta da mong la sé khong ai chu y,” dic vua buon rau néi. “Lan nao
cling vay.”

“Ho di an t6i ddy,” Bo Bip yéu 6t 1én tiéng, “va ngay khi 1ay lai dwoc
hoi t6i cling sé di theo ho.”

“Budn cudi that. Lam sao ho c6 thé an t6i ngay sau mot bita yén tiéc
dugc ch?” Milo thac mac.

“THAT KHIEM NHA!” ditc vua quat. “Chiing ta phai ngin chin viéc
d6 ngay lap tirc. Twr gio trd di, theo 1énh cada ta, tat ca moi ngwoi sé phai an
toi trwdc budi yén tiéc.”

“Nhung nhu thé cling té khong kém,” Milo phén déi.

“Y cau 1a t6t khong kém chit gi,” Bo Bip sita lai. “Nhitng thit té khong
kém titc la cling t6t khong kém. Cau phai nhin vao mat tot ctia moi viéc
chi.”

“T6i chang biét phai nhin vao mat nao nita,” Milo cai. “Moi thit that 1a
roi ram va nhitng 16i cac vi n6i chi cang lam ching té hon théi.”

“Pung vay,” dic vua rau rau noi, tya cdi cam vwong gia cia minh 1én
cai nam tay vuong gia trong khi mo twéng vé nhitng ngay xwa twoi dep.
“Chac chung ta c6 thé lam gi do6 dé thay doi viéc nay.”

“Pura ra mot dao luat,” Bo Bip ho héi goi y.

“S6 dao ludt ching ta c6 cling nhiéu gan bang sé tt ngit roi,” dic vua
lam bam.
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“Treo thuwdng,” con bo lai wém.

Pitc vua lac dau, va cang lic cang bu6n ba hon.

“Nho nguoi gitup.”

“Thuong lvgng.”

“Giat day.”

“Chi dan twong tan.”

“Ha c6t buom xudng.”

“Vao vach xuat phat.”

“Nang cau lén.”

“Chan ctra lai,” con bo hét 16n, nhay 1én nhdy xudng tung tung va vay
vay hai tay. R6i n6 v0i ngoi xuéng khi thay ditc vua cau tiét nhin vé phia no.

“Co6 1€ bé ha nén cho phép Van biéu va Ly Tinh quay vé,” Milo khé
noi, ndy gio cau van dang cho thoi co dé ggi y diéu do.

“Néu dugc thé thi that la tuyét,” Azaz néi, ngbi thang day va chinh lai
virong mién. “Madc du doi khi chiing that phién phitc, moi viéc van tréi chay
hon nhiéu khi cé ching & day.” Néi doan ngai nga ngudi dya vao ngai vang,
chdp tay sau dau va tram ngam nhin 1én tran. “Nhung ta e la khong thé
duwgc.”

“Chac chan roi; khong thé dugce,” Bo Bip nhac lai.

“Tai sao lai khong a?” Milo hoi.

“Pung r6i, sao lai khong?” con bo kéu 1én, du vé hua theo ca hai phe,
n6 van c6 vé hét sitc tu nhién.

“Qua kho,” dirc vua tra 10i.

“Tat nhién roi,” con bo nhan manh, “kho6 nhuw 1én troi.”

“Néu bé ha thirc sy mudn vay thi ngai cé thé lam dwge ma,” Milo van
khang khang.

“Pung thé, bé ha mudn lam la lam dwoc chit gi,” Bo Bip dong tinh.
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“Bang cach nao?” Azaz tri'ng mat nhin con bo va héi.
“Bang cach nao?” Milo ciling héi va nhin con bo nhw vay.

“Chuyén nho nhu con tho,” Bo Bip noi, dot nhiéen n6 mong gia ma
minh dang & cho khac, “nhd mot cau bé can dam c6 trai tim qua cam, mot
chu ché kién trung, va mot chiéc xe nho tién 1gi.”

“Noéi tiép di,” dirc vua ra lénh.
“Vang, lam on noi tiép di,” Milo cling phu hoa.

“T4t ca nhitng gi cau dy phai lam,” con bo lo lang néi, “la di qua mot
vung dat ménh mong hoang vang va nguy hiém, tién vao nhitng thung liing
vo danh va nhitng khu rttng chwa duwgc tham hiém, vwot qua nhitng vuc
tham ha hoac va nhitng hoang mac khong dau chan ngudi, cho t6i khi dén
dwgc Thanh pho S6 Hoc (tat nhién, d6 la néu cau ay dén dwgce do). Roi cau
ay sé phai thuyét phuc Phap sw Toan Hoc dong y tha hai cng chtia nho ra —
va tat nhién, ong ta sé khong bao gio chiu dong y vai bat ky diéu gi ma bé
ha dong y. Va hon nita, néu 6ng ta dong y thi bé ha ciing sé khong bao gio
dong y.

“Tw do, cau dy sé chang gap kho khan gi dé di dén Day Nuai U Mé, day
nhitng chong gai cam bay va hiém hoa tiém tang — noi ma nhiéu ngwoi da
mot di khong trd lai, noi nhitng con quy doc ac cham rdi bo trwon tw dinh
nudi nay sang dinh ndi khac dé san mo6i. R6i sau dé la mot lwgt tréo dé dang
1én hai nghin bac thang xody 6c, khong c6 lan can dé vin tay, gitta con gi6é
long 16ng dém khuya (vi & day nui do troi Idc nao cling t6i) dé dén Lau dai
Khong Trung.”

N6 ngirng lai mot gidy lay hoi, roi lai tiép tuc.

“Sau khi chuyén gau vui vé vdi hai cong chda; tat ca nhitng gi con lai la
mot chuyén di thong dong trd lai nhitng vach nui hon loan noi nhitng con
quai vat ghé ron da thé sé phanh thay va nuot chitng bat ky ké nao ddm xam
pham.
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“Va cudi cung, sau chuyén duong dai dé trd vé, sé c6 mot cudc diéu
hanh vinh quang (tat nhién la néu con lai cai gi dé ma diéu hanh), tiép theo
la sO6 c6 la néng va banh quy cho tit cd moi nguwoi.” Bo Bip cii chao that
thap va ngoi xudng, vé duong dwong tw dac.

“Moi chuyén don gian hon ta nghi,” dic vua vira néi vira vu6t rau va
mim cwdi niém na.

“Qua la rat don gian a,” con bo hua vao.

“Chéau thay la rat nguy hiém day chi,” Milo néi.

“Pung la nguy hiém v6 cung, nguy hiém vo cung,” Bo Bip gat gu, van
c6 gang dé dong y vai tat ca moi nguoi.

“Ai sé 1én duwong thyc hién hanh trinh nay?” Tock héi, tir ndy dén gio
né da rat cham chd lang nghe Bo Bip trinh bay.

“Cau héi rat hay,” diéc vua trd 10i. “Nhung c6 mot van dé rac r6i hon
nhiéu.”

“La gl a?” Milo hoi, cau khong vui chit nao khi cudc tro chuyén lai di
theo huéng nay.

“Ta e rang ta chi c6 thé cho cau biét khi cau quay vé,” ditc vua néi to va
vO0 tay ba lan. Lap tifc nhitng nguoi phuc vu lai ua vao phong, nhanh chéng
don hét bat dia, dao dia, khan ban, ban, ghé, don ca phong tiéc lan cung
dién, va bong nhién ho lai ditng giita chg.

“Tat nhién cau cling biét la ta muén ty minh 1én dwong,” Azaz néi, di
ngang qua quang treong nhu thé chwa hé c6 chuyén gi xay ra vay; “nhung vi
dé6 la y ctaa cau, cau nén dugc hwdng cai vinh dy va danh tiéng do.”

“Nhung thua bé ha...” Milo mé miéng toan noi.

“Thanh pho Tt Dién sé doi doi nhé on cau, chang trai a,” ditc vua ngat
10i, mGt tay quang quanh vai Milo, tay kia vo vo 1én ngwoi Tock. “Cau sé
phai d6i mat v&i vo van hiém nguy trong cudc hanh trinh nay, nhung dimng
sg, vi ta sé cho cau vat nay phong than.”
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Twr trong 4o choang, ngai 1dy ra mot cai hop nho nhung nang, co bang
mot quyén sach gido khoa, va trinh trong trao cho Milo.

“Trong cai hop nay la tit cd nhitng tr ngi* ma ta biét,” dic vua noi.
“Phan 16n trong s6 chung cau sé khong bao gio can dén, mot s6 cau sé phai
dung lién tuc, nhung véi chiung, cau sé hoi duge nhitng cau hoi chwa bao gio
duwgc tra 101 va trd 16i nhitng cau hoi chwa bao gio dwgce dat ra. Moi cudn
sach vi dai xwa kia va moi cuon sach chwa duwoc viét ra déu duoc tao thanh
nho nhitng tw ngt nay. Khi cau c6 chung trong tay, sé khong co6 chudng ngai
vat nao ma cau khong vuot qua noi. Cau chi can hoc cach dung ching mot
cach chuén x4c va dang lic.”

Milo nhan lay mén qua, bay té long biét on va ca may nguwdi bon ho di
dén cho cai 6 t6 cia cdu, van dang dau ¢ bén 1é quang trirong.

“Tat nhién, cau con can mot nguwdi dan dwong nita,” ditc vua néi, “va vi
anh ta biét rd cac chuéng ngai vat trén duong, Bo Bip da vui vé xung phong
di theo cau.”

“O kia,” con bo giat minh kéu 1én, vi n6 khong bao gid mudn lam cai
viéc nhu vay.

“Cau sé thay anh ta rat dang tin, diing cam, thao vat, va trung thanh,”
Azaz noi tiép, con Bo Bip choang vi dwgc tang boc dén noi quén ca phan
doi.

“Chau dam chac 6ng ay sé giip dugc rat nhiéu a,” Milo goi véi lai khi
ho lai xe qua quang treong.

“Mong la nhue vay,” Tock ty nhi, né khong chac chan vé chuyén nay
chut nao.

“Chtic may man, chiic may man; bao trong nhé!” ditrc vua hét theo, va
thé 1a ho 1én duong.

Milo va Tock ty héi nhitng cudc phiéu lru ky la nao dang cho dgi phia
trwdc. Bo Bip thi nghi xem sao minh lai vieéng vao nhiém vu nguy hiém
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nay. Con dam dong thi vay tay va hoan ho vang doi, vi, mac du khong thich
c6 nguwoi maGi dén, ho lai luén vui thich khi c6 ngudi roi di.
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9. Tat ca phu thuoc vao cach ban nhin mei vat

Chéang may chéc Thanh pho T Dién da lui vé phia sau, khong con mot
chit dau vét, trong khi tat ca nhitng ving dat xa la va ky quai nam gitra
vrong quoc tr nglt véi vieong quoc s6 hoc trai dai ra treéc mat ho. Pa la
chiéu mudn, vang mat trdi mau cam sam triu xuéng sau nhitng rang nui xa
xa. Mot hoi gi6 mat lanh than thién vui vé pha vao chiéc xe, bong nhitng cay
cao va bui ram nga dai véi vé biéng nhac.

“A, con duong rong ma!” Bo Bip kéu 1én va hit mot hoi dai, duwong
nhw bay gio n6 da vui long chdp nhan chuyén di. “Tinh than phiéu lwu, stc
hap dan cua nhitng vung dat la, sw ly ky ctia mot hanh trinh mao hiém. That
la tuyét voi biét bao.” Ro6i, vGi vé tv man, n6 khoanh tay lai, ngéi nga vé
phia sau, va khong noi gi nita.

May phut sau, ho da roi khoi vung thén qué thoang dang va tién vao
mot khu rieng ram.

PAY LA PUONG NGAM CANH: HAY PI THANG TOI TRUOC
PE PEN DIEM NHIN

Co6 mot tdm bién kha to dé dong chi* nhw vay; nhung, trdi ngwoc véi
chir dé trén bién, xung quanh ho chi toan cay la cdy. Trong khi chiéc xe tiép
tuc di tdi, cay cang san sat hon, cao hon, canh la ram rit hon, cho tGi khi
ding lic 1a cay da gan nhw che mat ca bau troi thi khu ritng dot ngot két
thiic va con dwong uén quanh mot mii dat rong nhé cao. Trai dai dwdi chan
ho, bén trai, bén phai, thang trudc mat, xa hét tam mat, la khung canh xanh
twoi mau md ma ho vira méi di qua.

“Canh dep that,” Bo Bip ndéi va nhdy ra khoéi xe, nhuw thé chinh né da
tao nén canh twgng do vay.

“Pep qua phai khong?” Milo thot 1én.
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“O), toi cling khong biét nita,” mot giong la hoc tra 15i. “T4t ca con phu
thudc vao cach ban nhin moi vat.”

“Ban néi gi ca?” Milo héi, vi cdu khong nhin thdy ngudi vira 1én tiéng,.

“T6i noi 1a tat ca con phu thudc vao cach ban nhin moi vat,” giong néi
d6 nhac lai.

Milo quay lai nhin thi thdy m6t d6i giay nau bong 16n, bai vi ditng ngay
tredc mat cau (néu ta co thé dung tr “ding” dé chi mot ngudi dang lo ltng
trén khéng) la mét cau bé trac tudi cau, chan cach mat dat dén ca mét.

“Vi duy,” cau bé noi tiép, “néu ban thich sa mac thi ban sé thay canh nay
chang dep chit nao.”

“Pung vay,” Bo Bip noi, n6 khong muon cai lai mot nguwdi dang cach
xa mat dat nhuw thé.

“Vi duy,” cau bé lai néi, “néu cay thong Noel la nguwdi va ngudi 1a cay
thong Noel, thi tat ca ching ta sé bi don ha, bi dem vao trong phong khach,
treo day day kim tuyén, trong khi nhitng cai cdy m@ qua ctia chung ta.”

“Cai do thi c6 lién quan gi?” Milo hai.

“Chang lién quan gi ca,” cau bé tra 10i, “nhung dé la mot gia thuyét thu
vi, phai khong?”

“Ban lam cach nao ma ditng duwge nhw vay thé?” Milo hoi, vi d6 la diéu
cau thay thu vi nhat.

“T6i cling dang dinh hoi ban cau d6 ddy,” cau bé kia tra 161, “vi ban
chac phai gia hon tudi nhiéu lam thi méGi ding dugce trén mat dat nhw thé
chi.”

“Y ban la sao?” Milo hoi.

“La thé nay,” cau bé noi, “trong gia dinh t6i moi ngwdi khi sinh ra déu
da & trén khong trung, dau ¢ dung vi tri dau ctia nguwdi do khi nao nguoi dé
la ngudi 16n, r6i ching t6i sé dai ra vé phia mat dat. Mot khi ching t6i da
16n 1én, hay ding hon la 16n xudng, thi chan sé cham dat. Tat nhién, c6 mot
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sO nguoi sé khong bao gio cham dat dwgc du cé séng tdi bao nhiéu tudi,
nhung toi doan la gia dinh nao cling c6 nhitng ngwoi nhv vay.”

Cau bé nhay 10 co vai budc giita khong trung, nhay lai vé cho cii, roi lai
noi tiép.

“Chac ban phdi gia 1am r6i thi chan méi cham dat nhu vay.”

“O khéng,” Milo nghiém trang néi. “Trong gia dinh t6i, dau tién ching
toi ditng trén mat dat roi 16n dan 1én, va ching t6i khong biét minh sé 16n téi
muc nao cho téi khi 16n duwoe dén do.”

“That la mot cach lam ngé ngan.” Cau bé cudi pha 1én. “Theé tic 1a dau
cta ban sé lién tuc thay doi vi tri va 1au lau ban sé dwgc nhin moi thit theo
mot cach mdéi u? Thé thi khi ban mwoi 1am tudi, moi thit sé khac han so voi
khi ban 1én muoi, va khi ban hai muoi tudi, tat cd moi thi lai thay déi mot
lan nita.”

“T6i doan la vay,” Milo dap, vi thwc ra cau chwa bao gio nghi vé
chuyén do.

“Chung t6i luon nhin moi vat tir cung mot goc do,” cau bé noi tiép.
“Nhw vay d& rac réi hon nhiéu. hon nita, 16n xudng thay vi 16n 1én 1a hop ly
hon. Khi con nhd, néu c6 1& bi nga tr trén khong trung xudng thi ban cling
sé khong bi dau, va chac chan ban sé khong bi mang vi lam xwdc giay hay
lam ban san, vi chang c6 gi dé ban va giay vao, con san nha thi lai cach dén
ca mét.”

“Pung that,” Tock tham nghi, né tw hoi cac cha ché trong gia dinh ay
c6 thich cach sap xép nhu vay khong.

“Nhung c6 rat nhiéu cach khac dé nhin moi vat,” cau bé tuyén bo. “Vi
dy, ban da an sang bang nwdc cam, tritng ludc, banh mi phét mt va sita,”
cau nhin Milo néi. “Con ban thi luén lo lang vé viéc nguwoi khac lang phi
thoi gian,” cau no6i vGi Tock. “Con ong thi hau nhw chang bao gio ding vé
bat c¢ chuyén gi,” cau chi vao Bo Bip néi, “ong ma c6 dung thi chang qua
cling la an may thoi.”
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“N6i thé la cuong diéu qua dang,” con bo cau tiét phan doi, né khong
biét 1a nguwoi ta chi can nhin thodng qua th6i ma cling c6 thé doan duogc
nhitng diéu do.

“Tai qua,” Tock ha h6c miéng.

“Lam sao ban biét dugc hét nhitng diéu d6?” Milo hoi.

“Don gian thoi,” cau bé ndi, vé ty hao. “To6i la Alec Bings, toi nhin
xuyén thau duwgc moi vat. T6i c6 thé thay hét nhitng gi & trong, dang sau,
xung quanh, bi che, hodc xay ra tiép theo sau bat ky mot viéc gi do. That ra,
thit duy nhat t6i khong thay dwoc la cai ¢ ngay triedc milii to6i.”

“Nhu vay cé hoi bat tién khong?” Milo héi, c6 cau da moi nhw vi ci
phai ngtra léen.

“Ciling hoi bat tién mot chut,” Alec tra 10i, “nhung biét nhitng gi nam
an sau moi thit 1a rat quan trong, va nhitng viéc con lai thi c6 gia dinh t6i r6i.
B6 t6i nhin nhan moi thit, me to6i trong chirng moi thit, anh t6i nhin xa hon
moi thi, chu t6i nhin dwgc mat trai cua moi thir, con em gai Alice cua toi thi
nhin duwgc bén dwéi moi thir.”

“Lam sao cO bé c6 thé nhin dwoc bén dwdi moi thit néu co6 bé & tuot
tren d6?” Bo Bip cau nhau.

“A,” Alec 16n mot vong rat gon va néi, “nhitng gi n6 khong nhin thdy
dworc thi n6 nhin qua loa.”

“Liéu t6i co6 thé nhin moi thit tir trén d6 khong?” Milo lich sw hoi.

“Co chwr,” Alec tra 10i, “nhung vai diéu kién ban phai c6 nhin moi vat
nhv mot nguwoi 16n.”

Milo c6 hét sitc minh, va thé 1a chan cau bat dau ti tir bay 1én khoi mat
dat cho tdi khi cau ditng dugc trén khong trung bén canh Alec Bings. Cau
nhin quanh that nhanh va chi mot gidy sau da nga nhao xuong dat.

“R4t thd vi, phai khong?” Alec hoi.
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“U, diing that,” Milo dong tinh, xoa dau va phui bui trén ngudi, “nhung
toi nghi 1a toi sé tiép tuc nhin moi vat nhw mét diva tré thoéi. Nhw thé sé nga
thap hon.”

“Mot quyét dinh rat khon ngoan, it ra la trong ltic nay,” Alec néi. “Ai
cling nén c6 diém nhin cta riéng minh.”

“Khong phdi day 1a Biém Nhin cta tit cd moi ngudi sao?” Tock héi, to
mo nhin quanh.

“Tat nhién la khong,” Alec dap, ngoi xuong gitta khong trung. “Pay chi
la Biém Nhin cta toi thoi, va ban khéng thé ¢t nhin moi vat tr Biém Nhin
cta nguoi khac dwogce. Vi dy, tr Piém Nhin cta toi thi kia la mot x6 nuwéc,”
cau noi, chi vao mot x6 nwdc; nhung tr Biém Nhin ctia mot con kién thi dé
lai 1a mét dai dwong ménh mong, tir BDiém Nhin ciia mot con voi thi lai chi la
mot coc nwdc mat, con voi mot con ca thi tat nhién dé la mai nha cuaa né.
Vay, cac ban thdy day, cach ban nhin moi vat phu thudc rat nhiéu vao Biém
Nhin cta ban. Gid thi di nao, t6i sé dan cac ban di tham quan nét khu rirng.”

Cau bé chay nhanh qua khong trung, chi thinh thoang dirng lai dé vay
tay goi Milo, Tock va Bo Bip, va ho di theo nhanh hét mitc ma nhitng nguoi
phai ¢ lai dwéi mat dat di duoc.

“O day ai ciing 16n theo kiéu nhw ban a?” Milo thé hén hén khi cau da
bat kip cau bé.

“Gan nhu ai cling vay,” Alec tra 10i, r6i cau ngirng lai mot lat dé suy
nghi. “Nhung thinh thoang cling c6 nguoi 16n theo cach khac. Thay vi 16n
xuong thi chan anh ta lai dai ra vé phia bau troi. Nhwng ching t6i luén co
hét strc dé ngan nhitng chuyén khé xt nhw vay.”

“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra véi nhitng ngudi d6?” Milo van gang hoi.

“Ké ciing la, ho thwong cao 16n gap muoi nhitng nguwdi khac,” Alec
tram ngam noi, “va t6i nghe noéi ho buwdc di gitra nhitng vi sao.” N6i roi cau
lai nhdy chan sdo vé phia khu ritng dang nam chg dgi.
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10. Ban Giao Huwéng Sac Mau

Trén duong ho chay, khodng cach gitta ho va nhitng cay c6 thu cao wvit
cang lic cang thu hep va ching duyén dang udn canh vé phia bau trdi. Anh
hoang hon nhe nhang bay nhdy giita nhitng chiéc 14, lwét doc theo nhitng
canh cdy va xu6i xuéng theo nhitng than cay, réi cudi cung dong xudng dat
thanh nhitng vét sang am 4p, lung linh. Khong khi tran ngdp mot thit anh
sang diu nhe khién tat cd moi vat trd nén sac nét, gan giii nhw thé chi vai tay
ra la cham duoc.

Alec chay tdi trudc, vira cudi vang vira ho reo, nhung chang may choc
da gap phai nhitng kh6 khan nghiém trong; bagi vi, du ludn cé thé nhin thay
cai cay dang sau cay tiép theo, cau lai khong thdy duwgc chinh cai cay do, nén
c lién tuc dam vao cay. Sau vai phut hoi ha lao di, tat ca phai ding chan dé
lay hoi.

“T6i nghi chung ta bi lac r6i,” Bo Bip hon hén noi, nga nhao vao mot
bui dau to.

“V§ van!” Alec quat ti¥ trén canh cdy cao noi cau dang ngoi.
“Ban c6 biét chuing ta dang ¢ dau khong?” Milo hoi.

“Chac chan r6i,” Alec dap, “bon minh dang & ngay day. Hon nita, bi lac
khong phai la khong biét minh dang & dau; ma la khong biét minh dang
khong & dau — va t6i chang quan tam gi dén chuyén minh dang khong &

»

dau.
Cau nay qua phirc tap nén con bo khong thé luan ra dugc, con Milo
méi chi dang nham lai thi Alec da néi, “Néu ban khong tin t6i thi hay héi
nguoi khong 16 ay,” r6i cau chi vé mot can nha nhé nam gon gitra hai cay cd
thu 16n nhat.
Milo va Tock dén trudc ctra, canh cta c6 gan mot bién tén bang dong
chi d& ba chit NGUOI KHONG LO, r6i g6 cia.
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“Xin chao,” nguoi dan 6ng ra mad ctra noi, ong ta co kich c& hoan toan
binh thvong.

“Ong 1a nguoi khong 16 a?” Tock héi vé nghi ngo.

“Chac chan roi,” ngwoi kia ty hao tra 10i. “T6i la nguwdi khong 16 nho bé
nhat thé gigi. Toi c6 thé lam gi gitup cac ban?”

“Co phai chung chau da bi lac khong a?” Milo hoi.

“Cau hoi khé that,” nguwoi khong 16 néi. “Sao cac ban khéng di ra sau
nha va héi ngwdi lun nhi?” R6i 6ng ta déng ctra lai.

Ho di ra sau nha, noi day trong ciing y hét nhw phia trwdc nha, va go
1én canh cta c6 gin bién tén NGUOI LUN.

“Cac ban khée khong?” nguoi dan 6ng héi, nhin 6ng ta giong hét nguoi
khong 16.

“Ong 1a nguoi lan a?” Tock lai héi véi mot thodng bin khodn trong
giong noi.

“Di nhién,” 6ng ta trd 10i. “T6i la nguwdi lun cao nhat thé gigi. Téi co6
thé gitip gi cho cac ban day?”

“Ong c6 nghi 1a chiing ch4u da bi lac khong a?” Milo nhéc lai.

“Pé 1a mot van dé hét sirc phitc tap,” 6ng ta ndi. “Sao cac ban khong di
sang bén hong nha va hoi nguwdi béo nhi?” R6i 6ng ta cling 1ap tic bién vao
trong nha.

Bén hong nha nhin cling giong hét dang trwdc va dang sau, va clira md
ngay khi ho vira go.

“Rat vui vi cac ban da dén choi,” ngwdi ra md ctra reo 1én, tréng o6ng ta
nhw thé 1a anh em sinh doi ctia ngwoi lun.

“Chac han ong la nguoi béo,” Tock néi, n6 da hoc dugc cach dirng
trong mat ma bat hinh dong.

“Nguoi béo gay nhat trén thé gidi,” ong ta vui vé tra 10i; “nhuwng néu
cac ban c6 cau héi, thi toi dé nghi cac ban hay thtr héi nguoi gay & hong nha
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bén kia xem sao.”

Pung nhw ho doan, hong nha bén kia cling giong hét nhu dang trudc,
dang sau, va hong nha vtra roi, va ctta lai dwgc mot ngwdi nhin chang khac
gl ba nguoi kia ra ma.

“That 1a mot bat ngd tha vi!” 6ng ta vui swéng kéu 1én. “Pa 1au lam roi
toi chwa c6 khach dén choi.”

“Lau lam la bao lau a?” Milo hoi.

“T6i cling chang biét nita,” ong ta trd 16i. “Gid thi xin phép cac ban; t6i
phai ra mo ctra da.”

“Ong vira m& ctra roi con gi,” Tock néi.

“A r nhi, tdi quén mat.”

“Ong c6 phai 1a ngudi gdy béo nhét trén thé gigi khong?” Tock héi.

“Cau c6 biét ai béo hon khong?” 6ng ta bic doc héi.

“Chau nghi cac 6ng déu la cing mot ngwdi,” Milo noi thang thirng.

“SSSSSUYTTTT,” ong ta voi nat, dat mot ngon tay 1én miéng va kéo
Milo lai gan. “Cau muon lam héng moi thit a? Cau thdy day, vdi ngudi cao
thi t6i 1a ngwoi lun, véi ngwdi lun thi t6i la nguwdi khong 16; véi ngudi gay thi
toi la nguoi béo, con vGi ngudi béo toi lai la ngwdi gay. Nhu thé t6i c6 thé
lam bén viéc cung mot lic. Cac ban thdy day, to6i khong cao kéu khong lun
tit, cling chang gay go chang béo by. That ra, t6i la nguwdi rat binh thwong,
nhung cé qua nhiéu nguwdi binh thwong réi nén chang ai hoi y kién ho vé bat
ky chuyén gi. Nao, cac ban hai gi?”

“Cé phai chung chau bi lac khong a?” Milo lai hoi.

“Hirmm,” ngwoi dan 6ng gai dau noi. “Pa 1au lam roi téi chwa gap phai
cau hoi nao khé nhu vay. Cau cé thé nhac lai dwgc khéng? T6i quén mat
r6i.”

Milo nhac lai cdu héi lan thi nam.
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“Oi troi 0i,” nguoi dan dng kia 1dm bam. “C6 mot diéu toi biét 1d; noi
xem cac ban cé dang bi lac khong sé khé hon nhiéu so vGi viéc n6i xem co
phai cac ban da bi lac khong, bdi vi, trong nhiéu tredng hgp, noi ban dang
tim dén chinh la noi ban dang &. Nhung trai lai, cac ban sé thay la noi cac
ban da dén lai khong phai la noi ban can t6i, va vi tim dwong vé tir mot noi
ban chwa tirng roi khoi thi sé kho hon nhiéu, nén t6i khuyén cac ban nén dén
d6 ngay lap tirc r6i hay quyét dinh. Néu con cdu hoi gi khac thi hay hoi
nguwoi khong 10 dy.” Roi ong ta dong sap cira lai va kéo rém xudng.

“Hy vong la cac ban da hai long,” Alec noi khi ho da tv can nha quay
V€, r0i cau dirng bat day, cdi xuéng dé danh thitc Bo Bip dang ngay kho kho,
va lai di tiép, lan nay cham hon, vé huwéng mdot khoang dat trong rong rai.

“Co nhiéu ngudi song trong ring nay khong?” Milo héi trong khi ca
bon cung sanh buéc.

“Co6 chtt, ho song trong mét thanh pho tuyét voi tén la Thye Tai,” Alec
néi, dam dau vao mot cdy nho, lam qua va 14 rung 13 td xudng dat. “Bi
dwong nay la dén.”

Sau may buwéc, khu ritng mé rong ra tredc mat ho, va & bén trai hién ra
mot thanh phd tuyét dep. Cac mai nha béng 16n nhv gwong, twong nha gan
hang nghin vién da quy 1ap lanh, va mat dwong toan lat bac.

“Co phai la n6 day khong?” Milo reo 1én, lao vé phia nhitng con pho
sang ruyc.

“O khong, d6 chi 1a Ao Anh théi,” Alec néi. “Thanh phé that & kia co.”

“Ao Anh 1a cai gi?” Milo héi, vi d6 1a thanh phé dep nhat cau da tirng
nhin thdy.

“Ao Anh ciing giong nhv 1a do giac ay,” Alec gidi thich, roi, khi thay
161 giai thich d6 ching gitp dwoc may, cau néi tiép: “Ao giac 1a nhitng thit
khong c6 that nhing ta van thay rat ro.”

“Lam sao ta c6 thé thay diéu khong cé thuwe duwgc?” Bo Bip ngai ngn
ngap dai.
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“Poi khi nhin nhitng thtt khong co6 thuce lai don gian hon nhin nhitng
thit c6 thue,” Alec noi.

“Vi du nhé, néu mot thi c6 thyc, ta chi cé thé nhin thdy khi mé mat,
nhung néu né khong cé thuec, ta c6 thé nham mat ma van nhin thay. Chinh vi
thé nhin nhitng thit tudng twrgng dé hon nhin nhitng thit c6 thye.”

“Thé Thue Tai dau?” Tock sua.

“Ngay day,” Alec vay tay ndi. “Cac ban dang ditng gitta Ph6 Chinh
day.”

Ca bon than trong nhin quanh. Tock khit mii danh hoi trong gio, vé
nghi ngo, con Bo Bip ron rén dwa gay choc choc khong khi, nhing quanh ho
chang c6 gi dé nhin ca.

“Pay la mot thanh pho rat dé chiu,” Alec vira di doc pho vira chi tré cac
canh vat, du chung khong c6 dé, va nga mii chao ngwoi qua duong. Co
nhitng dam dong voi va cidi dau di pham pham, hinh nhw ho biét r6 minh can
di dau khi ho lwon di lwgn lai gitta nhitng con ph6 khong tén tai va nhitng
toa nha khong hién hitu.

“Toi chang thdy thanh pho nao cd,” Milo khé néi.

“Ho cling c6 thay dau,” Alec buon ba dap lai, “nhung chang quan trong
gi, vi ho chang hé thay thiéu né.”

“Song trong mot thanh pho ma ta khong nhin thdy dwoc chac 1a kho
lam nhi,” Milo néi, nhady sang bén dé tranh mot loat 6 t6 va xe tai chay qua.

“Khong hé, mot khi ban da quen vGi nd,” Alec tra 16i. “Nhung dé t6i ké
cho cac ban nghe chuyén da xay ra nhw thé nao.” Thé 1a, vira tha bd trén con
pho tap nap ngudi qua ké lai, cau vira bat dau ké.

“Rat nhiéu nam trwdc, trén chinh noi nay, c6 moét thanh pho rat dep véi
nhitng ngoi nha xinh xan, nhitng canh dep, va khong ai séng & day phai voi
va. Trén cac pho ludn c6 vo so thit tuyét voi dé ta ngam nhin, va nguoi ta
thuong dirng lai dé ngam ching.”

“Thé ho khong phai di dau a?” Milo héi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Co ch,” Alec néi tiép; “nhung, nhw ban biét ddy, ly do quan trong
nhat dé di ti noi nay dén noi khac la dé xem & giita hai diém dé c6é nhitng
gi, va nhitng nguoi dan ¢ day rat thich tha véi viéc nay. Roi mot ngay Kkia,
c6 mot ai d6 nhan ra la néu di that nhanh va dirng nhin vao cai gi khac ngoai
giay minh thi ta sé dén dwgc dich nhanh hon nhiéu. Chang may chdc tat ca
moi ngwoi déu lam nhw vay. Ho lao di trén duong, v6i va trén cac dai 10, va
chang hé nhin thay nhitng canh dep va nhitng diéu ky diéu cta thanh pho
minh.”

Milo nh¢@ c6 nhiéu lan chinh cau ciing da lam nhw vay; va cé6 nhitng thi
trén con phd cau & ma cau cling khong nhé dugce, du cé o gang dén may.

“Khong ai chd y dén moi vat nita, va khi ho di cang nhanh thi moi thi
cang tré nén xau xi va do day hon, ma moi thi cang xau xi va do day hon
thi ho lai cang di nhanh hon, va cuéi cung mot diéu ky quai da xdy ra. Vi
khong ai quan tdm dén né nita nén thanh phé bat dau bién mat. Ngay qua
ngay, nhitng tda nha mo dan di, cac con pho trd nén nhat nhoa, cho téi khi
tat ca bién thanh v6 hinh. Chang con lai gi dé nhin ngam nita.”

“Thé ho da lam gi?” Bo Bip hoi, dot nhién lai t6 ra chd y dén cau
chuyen.

“Chang lam gi hét,” Alec ndi tiép. “Ho van tiép tuc song & day nhu
tredc kia, trong nhitng ngdi nha ho khéng nhin thay va trén nhitng con pho
da bién mat, bdi vi chang ai nhan thay diéu gi nita. Va ho cit song nhu vay
cho t6i tan ngay nay.”

“Khong ai cho ho biét u?” Milo héi.

“Chang ich gi dau,” Alec tra 101, “vi ho sé khéng thé nhin thidy duwoc cai
ma ho khong c6 thoi gio tim kiém.”

“Sao ho khong séng & Ao Anh nhi?” Bo Bip goi y. “O d6 dep hon
nhiéu.”

“Rat nhiéu ngudi song ¢ do ddy,” Alec néi, lai buéc vé phia khu ring,
“nhung séng & noi ma nhitng thit ta thay duwgc déu khong co that cling té
nhw song ¢ noi ma nhitng thit ta khong thdy dugc lai c6 that.”
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“Cé 18 mot ngay kia cac ban s& c6 mot thanh phd dé thdy nhw Ao Anh
va khé quén nhv Thyc Tai,” Milo nhan xét.

“Chuyén dé chi c6 thé xdy ra khi ban dwa dwgc Van biéu va Ly Tinh
tré vé thoi,” Alec mim cuwoi noi, vi cdu da nhin thau dwgc ké hoach cua
Milo. “Gio thi di nhanh théi, khong ta sé 16 budi hoa nhac t6i nay day.”

Bon ho vdi va theo cau lén mot céi cau thang khong ai nhin thay va qua
mot cai cita khong ton tai. Chi mét 1at sau ho da roi khéi Thye Tai (du déi
khi ta cling khong thé phan biét dwgc) va dén mé6t phan khac han trong rirng.

Mat troi dang tw ti lan xudng, va trén nhitng rang doi phia xa la cac dai
mau tim, cam, do, vang.

Nhitng tia sang cu6i cung kién tri dgi mot dan chim hong twdc tim
dwong bay vé dén t6, va mGt chom sao bon chon da voi hién ra thé cho
ching.

“Pén noi r6i!” Alec reo 1én va khoat tay mot vong dé chi mét dan nhac
giao huang khong 16. “Canh twgng ky vi qua, phai khéng?”

Phai c6 it nhat la mot nghin nhac c6ng ngoi thanh mot hinh vong cung
16n trede mat ho. O bén phai va bén trai 1a nhitng ngudi choi vi cam va xen
16, v6i nhitng chiéc vi muia lwgn nhw séng, con dang sau ho la v6 sé cac
nhac cong choi sao kim, sao tric, ken clarinet, ken 6 boa, ken pha got, ken
co, kén trumpet, kén trombon, va kén tuba dang cling théi. O tan tit phia
dwdi, cach xa dén noi gan nhuw khong nhin thdy, la cac nhac cu bo go, va
cudi cung, xép theo hang dai doc theo mot con doc ding, 1a nhitng nguoi
choi contrabass nghiém trang.

Ping trén cai buc cao chinh la nhac treéng, mét nguwoi dan 6ng cao gay
v6i doi mat tham quang va doi moi mong dwgc bo tri tuy tién gilta cai mii
kho&m va cai cdm nhon. Ong ta khong ding dfia ma chi huy dan nhac bang
cach vung tay lén xudng that rong, nhitng dong tac ctia 6ng nhac tredng
dwong nhw bat dau tir ngén chan, tir tir dwa qua than minh réi doc theo canh
tay khang khiu, cudi cung thi dirng lai & cac dau ngoén tay thanh manh caa
ong ta.

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i chang nghe thay tiéng nhac gi cd,” Milo noi.

“Pung thé,” Alec bao, “budi hoa nhac nay khong phai dé nghe, ma dé
xem. Chu y kia.”

Khi nhac treéng vung tay 1én, 6ng nhao nan khong khi nhuw nan dat sét,
va cac nhac cong than trong lam theo titng chi dan cda 6ng.

“Ho choi cai gi thé?” Tock to mo nguwdc nhin Alec hoi.

“Tat nhién la bubi hoang hon ro6i. Téi nao vao khodng gid nay ho cling
choi ban do.”

“That a?” Milo kinh ngac hoi.

“T4t nhién roi,” Alec tra 16i; “ho cling choi ca ban budi sang, troa hoac
dém nita, tdt nhién la vao budi sang, budi trwva, hodc budi dém. Néu ho
khong chai thi trén thé gidi sé chang c6 mau sac gi hét. Mdi nhac cu choi
mot mau khac nhau,” n6 giai thich, “va tat nhién, tuy thuéc vao mua va thoi
tiét ma nhac trudng sé chon ban nhac r6i chi dao dan nhac choi cho tirng
buoi trong ngay. Nhung xem kia: mat troi sap lan roi, va mot 1at nita ban cé
thé héi dich than ngai Sac B0 day.”

Nhitng méng mau cudi cung m¢ dan di trén bau troi phia Tay, va cung
lic doé, cac nhac cu tw tww dung lai, cho t6i khi chi con lai nhitng nhac cong
choi contrabass, v6i nhitng dong tac cham rdi nghiém trang, dé chaoi buoi
dém, cung v6i mot chum chudng bac dé giip nhitng chom sao téa sang.
Nhac treéng budng thong tay xudéng va ditng yén trong khi bong t6i bao
trum lén khu rirng.

“MGt bubi hoang hon rat dep a,” Milo budc 1én buc nhac trwédng noi.

“Phai thé chi,” nhac trwdng tra 16i, “ching ta da tap duot ti lic thé
gidi mdi ra doi ma.” Roi ong cii xuéng nhac Milo dat 1én gia nhac. “Ta la
Sac P9 Vi Dai,” dng noi tiép, hai tay dang rong, “ngudi chi huy cac mau
sac, nhac tredng cua cac sac to, va ngudi chi dao toan b quang pho.”

“Dan nhac choi ca ngay a?” Milo hoi, sau khi da tw gi6i thiéu vé minh.
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“A phai, ca ngdy, ngdy nao ciing vay,” nhac truéng ngan nga va duyén
dang xoay nguwoi mot vong trén buc. “Ta chi nghi khi dém xudng, va ngay ca
khi d6 ho van tiép tuc choi.”

“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu cac vi dirng lai a?” Milo hoi, cau khong tin la
mau sac lai dwgce sinh ra nhw vay.

“Cau hay ty nhin ma xem!” Sac D4 hét to va gio tay 1én cao qua dau.
Lap trc cac nhac cu dang choi lién dirng lai, va cdc mau sac lién bién mat.
Ca thé gidi nhin nhv mot cuén sach t6 mau khong 16 chwa bao gio dugc ai
dong dén. Moi thit chi con lai dwong vién den ¢ ngoai, va néu ai c6 hop mau
to bang cai nha va mot cay but vé cling rong ngang nhu vay thi chac sé tha
ho ban biu hang may nam troi & day. Roi sac Do ha tay xuoéng. Cac nhac cu
lai bat dau, va cac mau sac quay trd lai.

“Cau thdy thé gidi sé nhat nhéo ra sao khi khong cé mau sac chwa?”
ong héi, cii dau chao cho t6i khi cam gan nhw cham dat. “Nhwng that sung
swéng lam sao khi dugc chi dao nhitng chiéc vi cam choi mot da khic mau
xanh 14 twoi réi, hay nghe nhitng cay kén trumpet thoi ra mot dai duwong
xanh tham, r6i ngam doi kén 6 boa twéi lén tat ca mot 16p nang vang ruc.
Cau vong la tuyét hon cad — va ca cac bién hiéu neon sang 16a, nhitng chiéc
xe taxi ké soc, va nhitng mau sac diu nhe tram lang cia mét ngay mu swong
nita. Chung ta choi tat ca.”

Milo mé& to mat nhin Sac B noi, con Alec, Tock va Bo Bip cling sttng
nguoi nguac len.

“Gio ta phai di ngn thoi.” Sac DBo ngap dai. “May dém vira roi chirng ta
da c6 sdm chdp, phao hoa va diéu hanh, nén ta phai thitc dé chi dao dan
nhac. Nhung dém nay chac chan la sé yén tinh.” Roi, dit ban tay to 16n 1én
vai Milo, 6ng néi, “Cau c6 thé lam on trong chitng dan nhac dén sang gium
ta duwgc khong? Va nhé danh thic ta Iac 5 gio 23 phit dé con kip Idc mat
troi moc. Chuc ngu ngon, chic ngu ngon, chic ngu ngon.”

No6i roi 6ng nhe nhang nhay tr trén buc xuéng, va chi véi ba buéc dai
la da bién vao rtrng.
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“Y hay ddy,” Tock néi, tim chd ndm trén bai cé trong khi con bo vira
lam bam vira ngu thiép di, con Alec ciing du6i ngwdi ra trén khong trung.

Con Milo, trong dau ron rang bao suy nghi va cau haéi, thi cudn tron lai
trén ban nhac cho ngay mai va néng long doi binh minh 16 rang.
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11. Nghich Am va Am i

Ting gio, ting gio troi qua, va dén dung 5 gio 22 phut (theo chiéc
dong ho rat chuan xac caa Tock), Milo than trong mé& md&t mat, r6i dén mat
kia. Moi thit van con chim trong mau tim, xanh sam va den, nhung chi con
chwa day mot phit nita la man dém dai, tinh ldng sé két thic.

Cau ué odi vuon vai, dui mat, gai dau, va rung minh mot cai, dé don
chao man swong budi s6m.

“Minh phdi danh thitc ngai Sac Do day cho kip lic mat tréi moc,” cau
khé noi. R6i dot nhién cau ty héi néu dwgce ty minh chi huy dan nhac va t6
mau cho ca thé gidi thi caAm giac sé nhw thé nao.

Y twdng ay cit xoay tit trong tdm tri cu cho t&i khi cau ndy ra quyét
dinh la chuyén dé chac ciing khéng khé lam, va vi co 1€ tit ca cac nhac cong
da tw biét phai lam gi r6i, vGi lai danh thivc m6t ai d6 day sém nhw thé nay
thi that la khong hay chut nao, chwa ké day con cé thé 1a co hdi duy nhat cuaa
cau, hon nita cac nhac cong da ngoi vao vi tri san sang, cau nghi la minh sé
lam thé — nhuwng chi mot chat thoi.

Va vay la, trong lic moi ngwoi van tiép tuc nga say, Milo kiéng chan
len, t twr dua tay ra truGc madt, va chi khé dong day ngon tro ban tay phai
mot chut xiu. Bay gio da la 5 gio 23 phuit.

Nhu thé hiéu rod hiéu Iénh cia cdu, mot cay sao kim lién thoi ra mot not,
va lap titc & dang PBong, mot tia sdng mau vang chanh vut ngang qua bau
troi. Milo mim cwdi vui swdng, roi lai can than vay ngoén tay. Lan nay thém
hai sdo kim va mot sao tric tham gia cung, va ba tia sdng nita rén rén xuat
hién. Roi, dung cé hai tay, cau khoat mot vong rong trong khong trung va
thich thu nhin tat ca cac nhac cong bat dau choi nhac theo hiéu 1énh cta cau.

Nhitng chiéc xen 16 nhuom mau dé ruc cho cac swon doi, con cac tan la
va bui c6 anh 1én mau xanh diu nhe khi nhitng chiéc vi cam cat tiéng. Chi c6
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nhitng chiéc contrabass la lang yén trong khi toan bé dan nhac t6 mau cho
khu rirng.

Milo phan khich khong thé ta néi khi thay tat ca bon ho déu dang choi
dudi sy chi dao cua cau, va lai choi ding cach nita chit.

“Chac 6ng Sac Do sé ngac nhién lam,” cau tham nghi, ra hiéu cho cac
nhac céng ngirng lai. “Gio minh sé danh thitc 6ng ay.”

Nhuwng, thay vi ngirng lai, ho van tiép tuc chai, con to hon ca lic trudc,
cho téi khi mo6i mau siac déu tré nén rue rd hon ca site twdng twgng cua cau.
Milo dwa mot tay 1én che mat con tay kia gio 1én vay loan xa, nhung cac
mau sac van tiép tuc ruic rd hon nita, cho tdi khi mot diéu con ky la hon thé
bat dau xay ra.

Trong khi Milo cudng cuéng chi dao dan nhac, bau trgi tir tr chuyén t
mau xanh lo sang mau nau vang r6i bién thanh mau do tia. Nhitng bong
tuyét mau luc nhat ao xudng, con 14 trén cay va cac bui ram bién thanh mau
da cam chéi mat.

Tat ca cac bong hoa bong thanh ra den xi, nhitng tang da mau xam lai
chuyén thanh mau xanh c6m nhat rat dep, va tham chi ca Tock dang nga
ngon lanh cling chuyén t* mau nau sang mau xanh nwdc bién 1ong lay.
Khoéng vat gi con gitt dwgc mau sac nguyén ban ctia minh nita, va cau cang
0 stra chita moi thi thi tinh hinh cang té hon.

“Gia ldc trudc minh ding c6 khoi mao,” cau khé s@ tham nghi trong
khi mot chi chim sdo mau xanh lo bay qua. “Hinh nhu chang c6 cach nao dé
lam ho dung lai duoc.”

Cau co thtr bat chwdc nhitng gi Sac B9 da lam, nhung chang c6 tac
dung gi. Cac nhac cong van tiép tuc choi, moi lic mét nhanh hon, va vang
dwong mau tim lao vun vit qua bau trdi. Trong vong chwa day mot phit, no
da lan xu6ng ¢ phia Tay va roi, khong nghi mét chut nao, lai moc l1én & phia
bong. Gio bau troi da trd nén vang khe, con bai cé lai c6 mau tim diu mat
nhw hoa odi hwong. Mat tréi moc roi lai nhanh chéng bién mat, lién tuc nhw
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thé bdy lan lién, trong khi cdc mau sac lién tuc thay doi. Chi trong vong vai
phut, ca mot tudn da troi qua.

Cudi cung, Milo kiét stic, sg sét, khong dam goi ai tdi gitp va da suyt
bat khéc, danh budng tay xudng. Lap titc dan nhac dirng lai. Cac mau sac
bién mat, va troi lai toi. Luc do6 1a 5 gio 27 phit sang.

“Day di, moi nguoi! Pén gio mat troi moc roi!” cau goi to, cam thay
nhe ca ngwoi, va voi va nhdy tir trén buc nhac treédng xudng.

“That la mot giac ngt khoan khodi,” Sac B6 budc 1én buc néi. “Ta c6
cam giac nhw ta da ngu ca tuan vay. Cha cha, ta thiy c6 vé sang nay ching ta
hoi bi muén mot chit. Ta sé phdi cat b6t bon phtt trong gio nghi trwa vay.”

Ong g& g6 ra hiéu cho moi ngudi chi y, va 1an nay budi binh minh dién
ra mot cach hoan hao.

“Cau lam t6t lam,” 6ng xoa dau Milo va néi. “Co khi mot hom nao do
ta sé cho cau ty minh chi huy dan nhac.”

Tock vay vay dudi vé ty hao, nhung Milo khéng néi mot 10i nao, va
cho tGi tdn ngay nay van khong ai biét vé viéc ca mot tuan da bi mat, ngoai
trl* mot sO it ngwoi tinh nga vao lic 5 gio 23 pht trong cai budi sang vo
cung ky la ay.

“Chung ta 1én dwong thoi,” Tock noi, chudng bao thitc cia né da lai bat
dau reo, “vi dwong con dai lam.”

Sac Do au yém gat dau chao ca bon trong khi ho quay tré lai khu rirng,
va dé ki niém chuyén tham dé, 6ng cho tat ca nhitng doa hoa dai nd r6 dep
dén mé hon.

“That ti€c vi cac ban khong thé & lai 1au hon,” Alec buon ba néi.
“Trong Khu Rirng Canh Twgng nay con nhiéu thit dé ngam nhin lam. Nhung
toi nghi la & dau ciling c6 nhiéu thit dé ngam nhin, chi can cac ban nhé mé to

»

mat.

Ho di bo thém mot lat nita, moi ngwoi im lang theo dudi nhitng suy
nghi ctia riéng minh, cho t6i khi dén cho chiéc xe, Alec ben 16i tit trong 4o
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ra mot chiéc kinh vién vong tinh xdo, trao cho Milo.

“Ban hay dem theo cai nay trong cudc hanh trinh cia minh,” cau bé khé
noi, “vi cé nhiéu diéu dang chu y ma ta thwong bo 16. Nho chiéc kinh vién
vong nay ban sé thiy dwgc tat ca, tv I6p réu mém mai noi vét niit trén via he
cho tGi anh sang ctia ngbi sao & xa nhat — va quan trong hon ca la ban c6 thé
thdy moi thit ding nhw ban chét cia nd, chit khong chi nhw bé ngoai caa no.
bay la qua t6i tang cac ban.”

Milo can than dat chiéc kinh vién vong vao ngan phu trong xe, roi vGi
1én bat tay Alec. R6i cau nhan chan khéi dong, va, vdi nhitng y nghi méi mé
ky la trong dau, cau lai xe di dén hét khu rirng.

Nhitng con duwong thoai thodi cia mién dong qué bat dau chuyén minh
thanh tirng khodng doc 1én déc xudng, xe cua ho nhdy Ién mot dinh doi réi
lai tut xuéng mot chan doéi khac, nhe nhang dén noi khién bung da nguoi ta
nén nao va mat phdi nhan lai. Khi ho 1én dén dinh ngon do6i cao nhat, mot
thung liing sau hién ra phia treéc. Con dwdong, sau rat nhiéu tran trd, cudi
cung cling quyét tam lao thang xuéng, twa ho néng long mudn dwgc lam
quen lai v&i dong sudi trong xanh réc rach chdy phia dwéi. Lic ho xuéng
dén long thung liing thi gié da manh han 1én vi bi hit qua nhitng khe da, va
xa xa tredc mat, mot dom mau ruc r& dang 16n dan 1én.

“Nhin nhu moét cai co6 xe dy,” Milo phan khich reo 1én.

“Piing 1a mot co xe roi — mot co xe xiéc,” Tock phu hoa. Va do6 dung la
mot co xe that — c6 xe dugc do bén vé duong, son mau doé ruc, hinh nhw bi
bé khéng. Bén suwon xe, mot dong chit to mau trang vién den viét
KAKOFONOUS C. DISCHORD", con bén duéi 1a dong chit nhé hon mau
den vién tring viét BAC ST CHUA NGHICH AM.

“Co 1& néu c6 ngwoi ¢ nha, nguoi ta c6 thé cho ching minh biét con
phdi di bao xa nita,” Milo néi va dirng 6 t6 lai bén canh co xe.

Cau rut ré nhén chan bude 1én ba bac go dan dén ctra, khé goé 1én do, roi
hoang hot bat lui lai, vi ding ltic cau go cira thi tir trong c6 xe vang 1én mot
tiéng d6 v& ram ram, nhw thé ca mot chong dia bi rét tir trén tran xuéng san
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da cing. Cung luc do cwra bat mao, va tu trong bong toi den ddc, mot giong
khan khan vong ra héi, “Cac cau da bao gio nghe tiéng mot chong dia bi rét
ti trén tran xuong san da cing chwa?”

Milo da nga nhao khdi bac thang, nén gi¢ cau voi ngbéi day, trong khi
Tock va Bo Bip lao tir cho 6 t6 dén xem c6 chuyén gi.

“Thé nao, da nghe bao gio chwa?” giong kia hoi, nghe khan dac dén do
ca ta cling mu6n hang giong vai lan.

“Mai dén vira ndy chau mdéi dugc nghe a,” Milo ding 1én dap.

“Ha! Ta biét ngay ma,” giong no6i vui swéng thot 1én. “Thé cac cau da
bao gio nghe tiéng mot con kién mang dép 16t 1ong di trén tham len day
chwa?” Ho chwa kip trd 10i thi giong néi khan dac ky la do da lai tiép tuc:
“Pirng di*ng ngoai troi lanh mai th€; vao di, vao di. That may la cac ciu da
tinh co di qua day; trong cac cau khong khée chut nao.”

Anh sang 1& m& tir mdt ngon dén tran chiéu roi bén trong cd xe khi ho
than trong budc vao — dau tién la Tock, sot sang muon bao vé moi ngudoi
khoi bat ky nguy hiém nao; tiép theo la Milo, sg hai nhung van to mo; va
sau rot la Bo Bip, san sang chay thoat than bat ky lic nao.

“Puoc r6i, kiém tra cac cau xem nao,” ngwoi kia noi. “Chac chac chac
chac chac chac. Té lam, rat té; mot ca nang day.”

Khap bon bitc twong cuia c6 xe bui bam la nhitng cai gia chat day cac
loai hop va chai lg la mat thwong thdy trong hiéu bao ché thudc ngay xwa.
Nhin nhu thé da bao nhiéu nam r6i n6 chwa dugce quét don. Cac thit dung cu
nam vwong vai khap san, va @ cudi co xe la mét cai ban go nang day sach,
chai lo va cac do linh tinh khac.

“Cac cau da bao gio nghe tiéng mot con bach tudc bi bit mat mé goi
gidy béng kinh boc mot cai bon tam chwa?” nguwdi kia lai héi trong khi mot
tiéng lach tach, lac rac rat to tran ngap khap co xe.

Ng6i bén ban, dang mai mé pha ché va do lwong, 1a nguwdi da moi ho
vao trong. Ong ta mic mot chiéc 4o choang tring dai, quanh c6 deo &ng
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nghe, trén tran gan mot cai guong tron, va diéu dang cha y duy nhat & 6ng ta
la bo ria nho xiu va doi tai khong 16, mai chiéc to bang ca cai dau cia 6ng ta.
“Ong 1a bac si a?” Milo hoi, c6 cam thay khée khodn hét miic cé thé.

“Ta 1a “KAKOFONOUS C. DISCHORD, BAC SI CHUA NGHICH
AM,” ngudi dan 6ng gam to, va cung lic d6, mdy tiéng né nhod cling mot
tiéng nghién ken két vang lén.

“Chir c 1a viét tat ctia cai gi?” con bo lo lang lap bap, sg dén noi khong
ctt dong noi.

“CANG TO CANG TOT,” ong bac si hét 16n, va kem theo 10i ong ta la
hai tiéng rit cing mot tiéng thich. “Nao, lai gan day va theé 1vi ra.”

“Pung nhu ta doan,” 6ng ta néi tiép, mé mot cudn sach bui bam ra, lat
1at cac trang. “Cac cau déu mac chirng thiéu am thanh tram trong.”

Ong ta chay quanh xe, 1ay chai lo tir trén cac gia xuéng cho t6i khi da
xép dugc mot loat chai di cdc mau sac va kich ¢ & mot dau ban. Tat ca
nhitng cai chai déu dan nhan can than: Kéu To, Kéu Nhd, Bang, Bum,
Xodang, Ram, Xoet, Soat, Tach, Rac, Huyt va Coong, Cét Két, Quang Quac,
va Tiéng On Linh Tinh. Sau khi d6 méi chai mdt it vao mot cai binh thuay
tinh to, 6ng ta khudy déu hon hgp dy bang mot cai thia go, cham chi theo
dd6i né boc khoi, téa hoi nudc, sti tam va soi sung suc.

“Chi mot lat niva la xong thoi,” 6ng ta xoa xoa tay giai thich.

Milo chwa bao gio thay thit thuoc gi trong ghé ngwdi nhw vay, va cau
ching muén thir chit nao. “Ong 1a bac si gi ddy a?” cau nghi ngd hoi.

“O, cau c6 thé néi ring ta 1a bac si chuyén khoa,” 6ng bac si noi.
“Chuyén khoa am thanh — di moi loai — t* am thanh 16n nhat cho t6i am
thanh nhé nhat, tir tiéng 6n hoi kho chiu cho tdi tiéng am 1 khing khiép nhat.
Vi duy, cau da bao gio nghe tiéng mot céi xe ui dwong banh vudng lan qua
mot con duong rai day tritng ludc chwa?” 6ng ta héi, va cung ldac do, trong
cO xe chi toan tiéng lao xao vang oc.
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“Nhung ai lai mudn cé nhitng tiéng 6n kinh khiing nay chit a?” Milo bit
tai hoi.

“Ai ma chang mudn,” 6ng bac si ngac nhién dap; “ching rat dugc wa
chudng day. Ta ban dén nodi gan nhw khong lam kip cac vién tiéng on, thudc
boi am 1, thuéc ma la hét, va thudc uéng huyén nao nita. Ngay nay nguai ta
chi mudn nhitng thi ay thoi.”

Ong ta khudy binh thudc thém mady cai nita, 16i dan da né khong con
boc hoi nita, 6ng ta lién noi tiép:

“Trwdc kia cong viéc caa ta khong phat dat dén thé dau. Truwdc kia, ai
cling chi muoén nhitng am thanh dé chiu, va ngoai trtr mot s6 don hang nay
sinh khi c6 chién tranh hodc dong dat, ta chang ban duwgc may. Nhung roi
cac thanh phé 16n moc 1én va dau dau ciing can tiéng coi xe, tiéng phanh xe
Itra, tiéng chudng reo, tiéng ho la vang troi, tiéng thét choi tai, tiéng cong
ong oc, va du moi thir am thanh kho nghe khac ma ngay nay ching ta dung
rat nhiéu. Khong c6 ching ngudi ta sé buén lam, nén ho muoén bao nhiéu thi
ta ban cho bdy nhiéu théi. Néu ngay nao cac cau cling uéng mét chut thudc
nay cua ta thi cac cau sé khong bao gio phai nghe mot am thanh ém tai nao
nita. Pay, th mot chut di.”

“Néu 6ng khong phién thi cho t6i kiéu,” Bo Bip n6i va lui ra tit tan dau
bén kia cua co xe.

“Chau khéng muon khéng con dugc nghe nhitng am thanh ém tai,”
Milo khang khang noi.

“Hon nita,” Took gam gwr, n6 da quyét dinh la 6ng Bac si Dischord nay
chang dang wa chiit nao, “lam gi c6 cai bénh thiéu am thanh.”

“Tat nhién la khong roi,” ong bac si noi va ty ré6t cho minh mot coc
thuéc nhd; “chinh vi thé ma n6 méi kho chira dén vay. Ta chi chita cac bénh
khong ton tai; nhw vay, néu ta khong chira khoi thi cling chang sao — trong
nghé nay can than nhw vay la hon,” 6ng ta két luan, va khi thay khéng c6 ai
muon uong thudc cia minh, 6ng ta lai vdi tay 1én gia, 1dy xuéng mot cai chai
mau ho phach sam, can than phui bui, r6i dit né 1én ban treéc mat minh.
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“T6t thoi, néu cac cau mudn sdng ca doi véi bénh thiéu am thanh, thi ta
sé& dem chd thudc nay cho AM T 1am bita trwva vay,” 6ng ta néi, roi bat nit cai
chai kéu cai “bop”.

Trong choc lat, tat ca déu lang im trong khi Milo, Tock, va Bo Bip chu
muc nhin cai chai, khong biét Bac si Dischord sé lam gi tiép theo. Ro6i, ho
loang thoang nghe thdy mot tiéng ram ram nhw vang lai ti rat xa. Tiéng ram
ram ay to dan, to dan, to dan, gan hon, gan hon, gan hon, cho téi khi né bién
thanh mot tiéng gao ru inh tai nhitc 6c nhw bay thang tir trong cai chai nho
ra. Va roi, tir trong chai, mot cuén swong khoi day dac mau xanh xanh tuon
ra, bay lén tran nha, trdi dai ra, r6i ti tt bién thanh hinh mét cudn swong
khoi day dac mau xanh xanh cé tay, chan, cdp mat vang ryc va cai miéng to
tré xuong. Ngay khi cudn khéi da ra hét khéi cai chai né chop lay binh
thudc, ngtra dau vé phia sau, du dé chi la mot cai dau bang khoi, va uéng
can binh thu6c chi bang ba hép.

“AAAAA, NGON QUA ONG CHU OIL” né gam 16n, 1am ca cb xe
rung lén. “Con twdng ngai sé khong bao gio cho con ra nita chit. Trong do
chat choi qua.”

“Pay la tro 1y caa ta, AM T khung khiép,” Bac si Dischord néi. “Mong
cac cau bod qua cho bé ngoai cia han, vi thue ra han chang c6 bé ngoai nao
cd. Cac cau thay ddy, han 1a mot dia tré mo c6i ma ta da ty tay nudi dudng
ma chang c6 su gitip d& cua bat ky c¢6 bao mau hay la ai khac, bdi vi...”

“Khong c6 bao mau nao 1a bao mau tot,” tén AM I ngit 151 va gap
nguoi lai cudi sang sac (néu ban c6 thé twéng twgng mot cudon swong khoéi
day ddac mau xanh gap nguoi lai cuoi).

“B@i vi ta da tim thay han,” 6ng bac si noéi tiép, co tang 1o viéc minh bi
ngat 101, “dang song mot minh, khéng dugc ai nhom ngé t6i, trong mot chai
nuwdc ngot rong — khong c6 bd me cling khong ho hang.”

“Khong c6 ho hang nao 1a ho hang t6t,” tén AM T lai gao 1én, v&i mot
tiéng cuwoi nghe nhur may cai coi xe citu thwong bat 1én cung mot lic, doan
han vo 1én cho 1€ ra la dau goi ctia minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Va dwa han vé day,” Bac si Dischord buc doc noéi tiép, “réi mac du
han khong c6 hinh hai gi, ta da huan luyén han...”

“Khong c6 cai miii nao la cai mii t6t,” tén AM T hét 1én mot 1an nita va
guc xuéng cuwoi ril rugi, hai tay 6m bung.

“Ta da hudn luyén han thanh trg ly gitp ta pha ché va phan phéi tiéng
on,” 6ng bac si két thic va rut khan tay ra lau tran.

“Khong c6 tiéng 6n nao la tiéng 6n tot,” Bo Bip vui vé reo 1én phu hoa.

“NOI THE CHANG CO GI LA BUON CUOI CA,” tén AM T khéc nitc
nd va chay vao mot géc nha, ngéi dé hon doi.

“Nhung mot ten AM T 1a céi gl mGi dugce cht a?” Milo hoi sau khi cu
soc luc thay han xuat hién da qua di.

“Y cau 1a cau chwa bao gio gip tén AM I khung khiép w?” Bac si
Dischord kinh ngac héi, “Thé ma ta twéng ai cling gap han roi chi. Khi cau
dang choi trong phong va gay 6n ao, moi nguwoi thwong bao cau phai ngung
cai gi lai?”

“Tiéng AM 1 khiing khiép dy,” Milo thira nhan.

“Khi hang x6m bat dai qua to vao budi t6i, cau mong ho sé van b6t cai
gi xuoéng?”

“Tiéng AM T khuing khiép dy,” Tock tra 10i

“Khi duwong pho khu nha cau dang dwogc stta va cac may khoan khi nén
dang chay su6t ngay, moi ngudoi thwong than phién veé cai gi?”

“Tiéng on ao kinh ngudi,” Bo Bip voi noi ngay.

“ON AO kinh ngudi 1a 6ng ndi toi,” tén AM I rau 1 kéu lén. “Ong da
mat trong dot dich bénh im lang nam 1712.”

Milo thdy thwong cho tén AM T bat hanh dén ndi cau cho hin muon cai
khan tay ctia minh, va lap tiéc cai khan tham day nwdc mat swong khoi mau
xanh.
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“Cam on cau,” tén AM T sut sui; “cau that 12 ti té. Nhung t6i khong thé
hiéu tai sao cac cdu lai khong thich tiéng 6n,” han noi. “Pay nay, mdi tuan
tredc t6i vira nghe thdy mot tiéng né hay dén noi t6i khoc sudt hai ngay
lién.”

Y nghi 4y khién hdn dau 1ong dén ndi hin lai 0a khéc, tiéng han khéc
nghe hét nhw tifng mot dong moéng tay cao lén mot tam bang den dai hang
cdy s6. Han vui mat vao long ong béc si.

“Hén rat nhay cam, phai khéng a?” Milo hoi, c¢6 an ti tén AM T dang
xuc dong.

“Pung thé day,” Bac si Dischord dong tinh. “Nhung cdu biét khong,
han da n6i dang, vi tiéng 6n 1a thi quy gia nhat trén doi.”

“Vua Azaz no6i t* nglt méi la quy nhat,” Milo néi.

“VO VAN!” 6ng bac si quat. “Thé khi mot dita bé so sinh déi, n6 sé
doi an nhv thé nao?”

“N6 gao lén!” tén AM T tra 15, nhin 1én véi vé phan chan hon chuit.

“Con khi xe can xang?”

“N6 kéu khung khuc!” han lai hét va nhdy lén thich thu.

“Khi séng can nuwdc, né lam gi?”

“N6 van minh ring ric!” tén AM T gao 16n va lan 16n trong trang cudi
khong kiém soéat noi.

“Con khi m0t ngay méi bat dau thi sao?”

“Binh minh v& 0a!” han sung suwéng kéu lén tir dwdi san, mat 16 vé
hanh phtic vo bo bén.

“Cau hiéu roi day, rat don gian thoi,” ong bac si n6i véi Milo, mac du
cau chang hiéu gi ca. Va roi, quay sang tén AM T dang mim cudi nhung mat
van con vét nidc mat, ong ta néi, “Khong phai da dén Iic mi di di r6i u?”

“Anh di dau vay?” Milo hoi. “Co 1€ ching ta cling di cung dwong.”
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“T6i khong nghi thé,” tén AM T tra 11, 6m mot dong tdi tréng khong tie
trén ban 1én, “vi t6i phai di thu gom tiéng 6n. Cau thay day, moi ngay mat
lan t6i di qua khap virong quoc va thu thap tat ca nhitng tiéng o6n khé nghe,
inh tai nhitc 6c tuyét diéu nhat da dugc tao ra, xép ching vao tui, réi dem veé
day dé Bac si pha ché thanh thuoc . “

“Va han rat gioi viéc do,” Bac si Dischord n6i, dim tay 1én ban.

“Vi vay, tiéng 6n & dau 1a & d6 c6 t6i,” tén AM I néi vdi mot nu cuoi
hai long; “va toi phai di ngay thoi, vi toi nghe n6i hom nay sé c6 mot tiéng
thét, may tiéng roi vo lodng xoang that to, va mot chit huyén nao.”

“Con cac cau dinh di dau?” ong bac si héi trong lic pha tron mot liéu
thuéc mai.

“Pén Thanh pho S6 Hoc a,” Milo tra 10i.

“That khong may,” 6ng ta néi trong khi tén AM T 1& bugc ra cira; “vo
cting khdng may, vi dé dén dugc dé cau phai di qua Thung ltiing Am Thanh.”

“O d6 ghé 1am sao?” Bo Bip, ltic nao ciing lo l4ng, lién cat tiéng hoi.

Tén AM I dirng lai & cira, guwong mat khong c6 dwong nét ctia hin 16 vé
vo cung kinh hoang, con 6ng bac si thi rung minh, phat ra mot tiéng dong
nghe nhu tiéng mot con tau chd hang dang chay nhanh thi bi trat banh khi
dam vao mot nui banh tring sira.

“Cac cau ct hoi di, r6i cac cau sé sém biét thoi,” ong ta chi néi cé vay
roi budn ba tam biét ho, trong khi tén AM T 1én dwong thu gom tiéng on.
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12. Thung liing Im Lang

“Thung lting nay that dé chiu va yén a biét bao,” Milo tham nghi khi ho
lai di bon bon trén dwong cao téc, trong lic Bo Bip ngam nga nhitng khiic ca
co, vé hét sitc thich thi, va Tock thanh thoi danh hoi lan gié.

“Minh khong hiéu Bac si Dischord lo lang cai gi co chi; trén duwong
nay chang cé gi dang ngai cd.” Nhung cau vira nghi vay thi ho di qua mot
cong 16n xay bang da, va moi thit 1ap titc thay doi.

M¢i dau hau nhw ho cling chwa thady ngay dwgc ; chuyén gi da thay doi
— tat ca nhin van nhw cii, moi mui vi van nhw cii — nhwng khong hiéu vi sao,
khong con thit gi nghe giong nhu tredc nita.

“Khong biét da xdy ra chuyén gi nhi?” Milo néi. Hay it nhat la cau da
cO no6i nhu vay, vi mac du moéi cau map may, khong c6 mot am thanh nao
phat ra ca.

Va dot nhién cdu chot hiéu ra cai gi da thay doéi, vi Tock khong con
phat ra tiéng tich tich nita, con Bo Bip van vui vé cat tiéng hat, nhung cling
dang hat trong im lang. Gié khong con xao xac trén tan 14, chiéc xe khong
con kéu xinh xich va c6n trung khong con kéu vo ve trén canh dong nita.
Khong con mdy may mot am thanh nao ca, nhu thé, bang mot cach bi hiém
nao dé, mot cai cong tac da bi tat, x6a hét moi tiéng dong trén doi.

Bo Bip bat chgt nhan ra sy tinh, lién nhady bat day vé kinh hoang, con
Tock thi hoang mang v4i kiém tra xem dong ho ctia minh cé con chay
khong. That ky la khi biét rang cho du ta c6 chuyén gau, ba hoa, hay kéu
vang lén to hay nho dén mitc nao di chang nita thi két qua van nhw nhau —
hoan toan im lang.

“That 1a kinh khiang,” Milo tham nghi va cho xe di cham lai.

Ca ba bat dau néi chuyén va gao thét cung mdt lic ma chang tao ra am
thanh gi cho t6i khi, vi khong dé y xem minh dang di dau, nén ho da di
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thang vao mot dam dong dang diéu hanh trén duong. Mot s6 dang cat cao
giong ndi khong thanh tiéng dé hat that to, mot s6 khac lai cam nhitng tdm
bang rén to dé chi:

PHAN BOI IM LANG

IM LANG KHONG PHAI LA VANG

LEN TIENG LA BPANG KHEN

THEM TIENG DPONG CHO TAT CA

Va mét tdm bién khong 16 chi dé ba chir:

HOAN HO PI

Trir mdy tam bién d6 va khau sung than cong 1én bang dong ho kéo
theo sau, thi nhitng ngwdi nay nhin giong hét nhw dan cw cia bat ky thung
lting nho nao khac ma ban chwa dat chan tdi bao gio.

Khi xe dirng lai, mot ngwdi trong s6 ho gio 1én mot tdm bién dé chir:
CHAO MUNG CAC BAN DPEN VOI THUNG LUNG AM THANH. Va
nhitng nguwdi khac ho reo that to, nhung c6 to dén cd nao thi cling chang c6
tiéng gi hét.

“CAC BAN PEN GIUP CHUNG TOI U?” mot nguoi khac budc téi
gio bién lén hai.

“LAM ON GIUP CHUNG TOI!” nguoi thit ba thém vao.

Milo ¢6 néi minh la ai va dang di dau, nhung chang ich gi. Thay vay,
bon tam bién nita xuat hién:

HAY NGHE NHIN CHO KY

VA CHUNG TOI SE KE CHO CAC BAN NGHE

BAT HANH KHUNG KHIEP CUA CHUNG TOI

Va trong khi hai ngudi trong s6 ho gio 1én mot tam bang den 16n, nguoi
thi ba viét 1én d6 that nhanh dé giai thich tai sao ¢ Thung liing Am Thanh
lai chi toan la im lang.
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“Tai mot noi trong thung litng, cach day khong xa lam,” éng ta bat dau,
“noi nhitng tiéng vong thuwdng gap nhau va gié tdi nghi chan, c6 mot phao
dai d4 vi dai, d6 1a noi & ctia Nguwoi Bao H6 Am Thanh, nguoi cai tri viing
dat nay. Khi di&c vua qua c6 cia Vuwong Quoc Thong Thai dudi bon quy vé
nhitng day nidi xa x6i, ngai da b6 nhiém ba lam ngwdi bao ho moi tiéng
dong, moi am thanh trong qua khi, hién tai, cling nhuv twong lai.

“Trong mot thoi gian dai, ba la mét nguwdi bao hd sang suobt, dugc dan
chung yéu quy, sang sang ltic madt troi moc ba lai tha ra nhitng am thanh mai
cho ngay hom do, dé lan gi6é dwa di khap virong quoc, va dém dém khi trang
lan, ba lai thu vé nhitng am thanh cii, dé liét ké va sap xép chung trong
nhitng ham chita khéng 16 dwdi phao dai.”

Nguwoi viét dirng lai mot phut dé lau mo6 hoi trén tran, roi, vi bang da
kin chit, dng ta phai x6a sach bang r6i viét tiép tr dau.

“Ba vo cung hao phong va ban cho ching t6i moi am thanh ching t6i
can: dé hat Iic ching t6i lam viéc, dé nhitng noi thit ham kéu lic bic, dé cho
riu bé xuéng céi rup va than cay do rang rac, dé ban lé kéo ket va chim cua
kéu cu cu, dé giay 1ép nhép trong bun, dé mwa go 10p dop vui vé trén mai
nha, dé nhitng 6ng sdo phat ra tiéng nhac ngot ngao, va bang gia mua dong
kéu lac rac trén nén dat.”

Ong ta lai dirng tay, vita ltic mot giot nwdc mat nudi tiéc lan dai tir ma
xudng moi 6ng ta, véi vi man moi cta ky e xua.

“Va tat ca nhitng am thanh nay, sau khi dwgc dung mot lan, sé duwgce sap
x€p gon gang theo thi tw bang chit cai va can than gitt lai dé tham khao sau
nay. Nguoi dan chung séng trong hoa binh, va thung liing tré thanh mot mai
nha yén d&m tru phi cho moi &m thanh. Nhung roi tit ca da thay doi.

“Nhiéu nguwdi méi dén dinh cu ¢ thung liing, dau tién thi con tir tir, sau
d6 ho ao ao kéo dén, dem theo nhitng cach s6ng méi, nhitng am thanh mdi,
nhiéu am thanh dé nghe, nhuwng cling c6 nhitng am thanh khé nghe. Nhung
moi nguwdi déu ban bju dén noi khong con may thaoi gian dé lang nghe nita.
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Va, nhw cac ban biét ddy, mot am thanh khéng dugc lang nghe sé bién mat
vinh vién va khong bao gio c6 thé tim lai dugce nita.

“Nguoi ta cuoi it hon, cau nhau nhiéu hon, hat it hon, quat thao nhiéu
hon, va nhitng am thanh ho phat ra ngay mot to va kho nghe hon. Tham chi
khong con nghe dwgc ca tiéng chim hot hay tiéng gié thoi, va chang may
ch6c nguwoi ta théi khong lang nghe chiing nita.”

Ong ta lai x6a sach tdm bang trong khi Bo Bip c6 ngin mot tiéng nic
nd, va lai tiép tuc viét.

“Ngudi Bao H6 Am Thanh hét sitc lo ling va phién mudn. Mbi ngay
qua am thanh thu vé lai cang it hon, va hau nhw nhitng am thanh thu duwgc
cling chang dang gitt. Nhiéu ngwoi nghi la do thoi tiét, nguwoi thi lai do 1oi
cho mat trang, nhung phan 16n déu dong y la rac roi da bat dau ti lic Van
biéu va Ly Tinh bi truc xuat khoi vivong quoc. Nhung, cho du ly do 1a gi di
chang nita thi cling khong ai biét phai lam gi.

“Roi mot ngay kia Bac si Dischord xuat hién trong thung liing v&i chiéc
xe ban thudc va tén AM I mau xanh khéi ctia 6ng ta. Ong ta kham bénh cho
tat cd moi ngwdi va hita sé chita khoi tat ca moi bénh tat; va Ngudoi Bao Ho
Am Thanh béng 16ng cho 6ng ta tht.

“Ong ta cho mdi nguoi, ca tré con 1an ngudi 16n, udng may thia thudc
c6 vi ghé ca nguwoi, va thuée da c6 tac dung — nhung khong phai nhuw nguoi
ta mong muon. Bdi vi ong ta da chita lanh hét moi thit ngoai trir tiéng on.
Nguodi Bao H6 Am Thanh v6 cling gian dit. Ba dudi 6ng ta ra khéi thung
lting vinh vién roi dwa ra mét dao ludt nhw sau:

‘TU NAY VE SAU THUNG LUNG AM THANH SE IM LANG
HOAN TOAN, VI KHONG AI TRAN TRONG AM THANH NUA, TA SE
BAI BO MOI AM THANH. HAY PEM NHUNG AM THANH CHUA
PUQC DUNG DEN TRA LAI PHAO BDAI NGAY LAP TUC.

“Va tir do6 tré di moi chuyén da nhw thé nay day,” 6ng ta buon ba két
luan. “Ching t6i khong thé lam gi dé thay doi tinh hinh, va moi ngay lai c6
thém nhitng noi khé mai.”
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MGt ngwoi nhoé bé, tay 6m day thw tir, chen qua dam dong dé dwa cho
Milo. Cau md ra mot 1a thw viét nhu sau:

Gui Nguwoi Bao H6 Am Thanh,

Tuan trede ching to6i c6 mot con bao ma sam van chwva t6i. Ching toi
phai dgi bao 1au nita?

Than ai
Mot nguoi ban

R06i cau mé mot bire dién viét:

“BUOI HOA NHAC RAT THANH CONG CHAM KHI NAO THI
CHUNG TOI SE CO TIENG NHAC CHAM”

“Gio thi cau da hiéu,” nguoi viét bang ti€p tuc, “tai sao cau phai giip
ching t6i tan cong phao dai va gidi phong cho cac am thanh réi chi.”
“Chéau c6 thé lam duoc gi?” Milo viét.

“Cau phai dén gip Ngudi Bao Ho Am Thanh va dem mot &m thanh ti?
phao dai ra, am thanh nho théi cling dwgc, dé ching t6i nhoi vao khau than
cong. Vi, chi can mot am thanh nho nhat cham dén cac birc twong phao dai
thoi, ching cling sé sup xudng va cac am thanh con lai sé thoat ra ngoai. Sé
khong dé dang gi, vi rat khé danh lira dugc ba dy, nhuwng cau phai c6 xem

»

sao.

Milo nghi mot chit, roi, v6i mot cau “Chau xin hita” that kién quyeét,
cau xung phong len duong.

Chi may phtt sau cau da hung diing ding trwdc cira phao dai. “Cdc,
cdc,” cau nan not viét 1én mot mau gidy roi nhét qua khe ctra. Canh cira 16n
lién mé& ra, va khi né déng lai sau lung cau, mot giong noéi diu dang vang
lén:
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“Di duong nay; ta dang ¢ trong phong khach.”

“Gio chau néi binh thwong dwoc roi a?” Milo sung swéng reo 1én khi lai
nghe thdy giong ctia minh.

“Roi, nhung chi & day ma thoi,” ba khé tra 10i. “Chau vao phong khach
di.”

Milo ttr tit di doc day hanh lang dai dé dén can phong nho, Nguoi Bao
Ho Am Thanh dang ngdi d6, chim chi nghe mdt chiéc dai khong 16, véi
nhitng nim, phim, cong tac, bang diéu khién va loa chiém tron cd mot bic
twong, va ldc nay thi né khong phat ra tiéng gi ca.

“Tuyét qua phai khong?” ba thé dai. “Pay la chwong trinh ta thich nhat
— muoi lam phit im ldang — va sau dé la nita tiéng yén tinh va mét quang
nghi lang 1€. Chau c6 biét 1a s6 lwgng cac loai im lang ciing nhiéu nhw cac
loai am thanh khong? Nhwng, buon thay, ngay nay chang con ai quan tam
dén ching nita.”

“Chau da bao gio lang nghe sy yén a tuyét voi trwde lic binh minh
chwa?” ba héi. “Hay khoang lang thanh binh khi mot con bao vira qua? Hay
c6 1é chau quen hon v6i sy im lang khi chau chwa tra 161 dwgc mot cau hai
vita dugc dat ra, hay sy yén tinh cia mét con duong thon qué budi dém, hay
st nin lang chd dgi cia mot dam dong khi ai do sap 1én tiéng, hay tuyét nhat
la lic ngay sau khi ctra dong lai va ta chi con m6t minh trong nha? Moi
khoang lang d6 déu khac nhau, chau biét khong, va déu tuyét voi ca, néu
chau cham chua lang nghe.”

Trong khi ba noi, hang nghin chiéc nhac va chum chudng treo khap
nguwoi ba ct khe khé rung 1én, va, nhw dé dap lai, dién thoai cling bat dau
reo.

“Puogc tiéng la nguoi thich sy im 1ang nhung ba ay néi nhiéu that day,”
Milo tham nghi.

“Pa c6 thoi ta c6 thé nghe thdy hét moi am thanh dwgc tao ra & moi
noi, vao moi lic,” Ngudi Bao H6 Am Thanh chi vao biic twdng gin chiéc
dai va ndi, “nhung gio ta chi...”
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“Xin 16i ba,” Milo ngat 16i vi dién thoai van ti€p tuc reo, “nhung ba
khong dinh nghe dién thoai a?”

“O khong, ta khong thé nghe dién thoai giita churong trinh dwogc,” ba tra
101, va bat sy im lang 1én to hon chut nita.

“Nhung 16 c6 chuyén gi quan trong thi sao a?” Milo c6 nai.

“Khong dau,” ba qua quyét; “chi 1a ta day théi. O day c6 don qua,
khong c6 am thanh nao dé phan phat hay thu vé, nén moi ngay ta tw goi dién
cho minh bay hay tam lan dé hoi xem ta c6 khoe khong.”

“Thé ba c6 khoe khong a?” cau 1€ phép hai.

“Ta e la khong khde lam. Hinh nhu ta hoi bi nhiéu séng thi phai,” ba
phan nan. “Nhung chau dén day lam gi? A, tat nhién roi — chau dén dé tham
quan ham chita ha. Ching chi dwgc mé ctta cho cong ching vao thit Hai tir
hai dén bon gio, nhung vi chau da di mot chang duong dai, ching ta sé phai
cham chudc vay. Hay di theo ta.”

Ba ditng bat day gitta m6t trang nhitng tiéng leng keng tir chuéng, nhac
va di xu0i hanh lang.

“Chau c6 thich tiéng chudng rung khéng? Ta thich 1am,” ba hoi roi lai
tw tra 10i. “Hon nita, chung that tién 1gi, vi ta ludn bi lac trong cai phao dai
rong 16n nay, va ta chi viéc nghe tiéng chuong la biét ngay minh dang &

»

dau.

Ho bwéc vao mot cai thang may nho nhw mot cai 1ong va di xudng mat
ding ba phan tw phit, r6i dirng lai & mot can ham rong ménh mong, vai
nhitng day tu tai liéu va thung chia trdi dai khap moi phia, tir dau nay dén
tan dau kia, tir tran xuéng tan san.

“Moi am thanh tirng dwoc tao ra trén doi déu dugce gitt ¢ day,” Nguoi
Bao H6 Am Thanh ndm tay Milo kéo xuéng mét 16i di. “Chéu thit nhin vao
day ma xem.” Ba m& mot ngan kéo va 1ay ra mot cai phong bi nhé mau nau.
“Pay la diéu nhac ma George Washington da huyt sao khi ong bang qua
song Delaware trong cai dem gia rét nam 1777 dé.”
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Milo nhin vao cai phong bi va thdy ding la nhuw vay. “Nhung ba thu
thap chiing dé lam gi a?” cau héi trong khi ba dong ngan kéo lai.

“Néu khong thu thap chiing,” Nguoi Bao Ho Am Thanh tra 101, trong
khi ho tiép tuc di quanh ham, “thi khong gian sé day nhitng am thanh va
tiéng dong cii, ching sé va dap vao moi thi. Rat rac roi, vi nguoi ta sé
khong bao gio biét minh dang nghe tiéng cii hay tiéng mdi. Hon nita, ta rat
thich choi tro swu tam, va trén doi nay c6 nhiéu am thanh hon bat ky thi gi
khac. O day ta c6 da moi am thanh, tif tiéng vo ve ctia mdt con mudi tir triéu
nam tredc cho téi 161 me chdu noi véi chau sang nay, va néu hai ngay nita
chau quay lai ta c6 thé cho chau biét me chau da néi gi vao ngay mai. Thyc
ra la rat don gian thoi; dé ta cho chau thay. Chau néi gi do di — bat ky cai gi
cling dugc.”

“Xin chao,” Milo ndi, vi cau chi nghi dugc co thé.

“Roi, thé chau nghi cau chao ay di dau r6i?” ba mim cudi héi.

“Chéu khong biét.” Milo nhun vai dap. “Chau van lu6n nghi la...”

“Nhiéu ngwoi khong biét.” Vira hat ngam nga, ba vira nhin xuéng mot
16i di. “Pé xem nao: dau tién ta phai tim ngan dung am thanh ctia ngay hom
nay. A, day roi. Roi ta do theo chi¥ C dé tim muc Chao hoi, r6i dén chit M
titc Milo, va day, né da nam san trong phong bi réi. Chau thay day, tat ca
déu la tw dong. That dang tiéc la ching ta khong dung dén né may nita.”

“Hay qua,” Milo thot 1én. “Ba c6 thé cho chau mot am thanh nho lam ki
niém dugc khong a?”

“Han,” ba noi, vé tw hao, nhwng roi lai doi y ngay tic thi va dinh chinh,
“la khong r6i. Va chau cling dirng c6 tim cach 14y trom day nhé, vi nhu thé
la pham luat day.”

Milo iu xiu. Cau khong biét lam sao dé lay trom mot am thanh, du la
am thanh nho nhét, bdi vi Ngudi Bao HO Am Thanh ludn ludn dé it nhat 1a
mot con mat chd muc vao cau.
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“Gi0o chau hdy vao xem xwéng ché tao nhé,” ba noi, kéo cau qua mot
canh ctta khac va vao mot phong thi nghiém lén bo hoang, day nhitng d6
dac cii ky, chang duogc ai coi soc, da hoen gi hét.

“Pay la noi trudc kia ching ta tao ra cac am thanh,” ba néi, vé nuoi
tiéc.

“Chung phai dugc tao ra a?” Milo héi, hau hét nhitng gi ba cho cau biét
déu khién cau vo cung kinh ngac. “Chau tuwéng ching chi tw bdt ra théi
chi.”

“Khong ai biét viéc tao ra am thanh khé khan nhuw thé nao dau.” ba kéu
ca. “ba tirng c6 lic xwdng nay ban ron t6i mat tir sang dén t6i.”

“Nhung lam sao nguoi ta tao ra dwgc am thanh a?” Milo hoi.

“0, dé 1dm,” ba néi. “Trudc hét chau phai quyét dinh xem am thanh dé
nhin ra sao, vi mo6i am thanh phai cé hinh dang va kich c& cua riéng né. Ro6i
chau ché tao ching trong xwdng nay, va nghién di nghién lai moi cai ba lan
thanh mét thit bot vo hinh, r6i moi 1an dung thi sé tung mot it bot 1én khong
trung.”

“Nhung chau chwa bao gio nhin thdy mét am thanh nao,” Milo van
khang khang.

“O ngoai kia thi chdu khéng thdy duwoc,” ba néi, khoat tay chi ca cin
phong, “chi trr mét vai lan, vao nhitng budi sang rat lanh, khi ching bi dong
cting lai. Nhung & day ching ta hoan toan c6 thé nhin thiy ching. Pay, dé ta
cho chau thay.”

Ba cam lén mot cdy gdy bit dau va danh vao cai trong 16n gan dé sau
cdi lién. Lap tirc sdu num bong tron x6p to twdng, moi cai bé ngang phai dén
nita mét, lang 1€ lan ra trén nén nha.

“Chéau thay chwa,” ba néi, nhat mady nim bong cho vao mot coi xay 16n.
“Gio thi nghe nay.” R6i ba 1dy m6t nhum bot vo hinh va ném 1én khong
trung thanh tiéng THUNG, THUNG, THUNG, THUNG, THUNG,
THUNG.
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“Chau c6 biét tiéng vo tay nhin nhw thé nao khong?*
Milo lac dau.
“Tht ma xem,” ba giuc.

Cau vo0 tay mot cai, va mot to gidy trang tinh roi xuéng san. Cau vo tay
thém ba lan nita, va ba t& gidy nita roi xuéng. Thé la cau lién vo tay lién hoi
ky tran, va vo so gidy roi la td xudng, tran ngap xung quanh.

“Rat don gian phai khong? Moi am thanh khac cling déu nhw vay. Néu
nghi k¥ thi chau sé biét ngay mo6i am thanh c6 hinh thu ra sao. Vi du nhw la
tiéng cwoi chang han,” ba néi roi cat tiéng cwdi vui vé, va hang nghin nhitng
chiéc bong béng du mau sac bay 1én roi lang 1€ v& ra. “Hay la cac bai dién
van,” ba noi tiép. “Co bai dién van rat nhe nhang va vui vé, mot s6 khac lai
sac nhon, nhung ta e 1a phan 16n chiing déu nang né va té nhat.”

“Thé con am nhac thi sao a?” Milo phan khich hoi.

“Ngay day nay — chung ta dét nén chung trén khung ctri. Cac ban nhac
giao hwéng la nhitng tdm tham 16n day mau sac, dugc dét 1én bdi cac nhip
diéu va hoa am. Cac ban cong xéc to la tham théu, con cac cudn vai kia la
nhitng ban da khiic, diéu van, khiic dao dau, va khiic cuoéng twdng. Va ching
ta con c6 cad mot so cac bai hat chau thwong hay hat nita,” ba noéi, gio ra mot
tim khan tay nhiéu mau ryc rd.

Ba ngung lai mot 1at roi budn b tiép tuc, “O goc kia ching ta con c6
mot cho chuyén dé dé am thanh dai dwong vao vo 6c. Thoi xuwa & day that
vui biét bao.”

“Thé sao bay gid ba khong tao ra am thanh cho moi ngwdi nita a?” cau
hét 1én, vé sot sing dén ndi Nguwoi Bao Ho Am Thanh giat minh bat 1ui lai.

“Purng hét 1én nhw thé chi, cau bé! Néu & day c6 gi ching ta can nhiéu
hon, thi d6 la it am thanh hon. Gi¢ hay di vdi ta va ta sé ké hét moi chuyén
cho cdu nghe — ma bé cai d6 xudng ngay!” Cau nay thot lén la vi Milo dang
c6 nhét mot cuc bong tiéng trong vao tui quan.
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Ho nhanh chéng quay lai phong khach, va khi Ngudi Bao Ho Am
Thanh da ngo6i xudng ghé va can than chinh dai sang mot kénh c6 chuong
trinh im lang dac biét, thi Milo nhac lai cau hoi caa minh, Ian nay ha giong
thap hon mot chuit.

“Phdi gilt cac am thanh lai ta cling c6 sung swéng gi cho cam,” ba khé
néi, “bdi vi néu ta can than lang nghe thi doi khi ching con cho ta biét nhiéu
diéu hon ca nhitng tr ngit.”

“Nhung néu ding nhu vay,” Milo n6i — va cau chac chan diéu nay la
dang — “thi 16 ra ba phai tha chung ra chwr a?”

“KHONG BAO GIO!” ba quét. “Nguoi ta s& chi dung ching dé tao ra
nhitng tiéng dong khung khiép, nhin da ghé, nghe con dang sg hon. Ta dé
mic chuyén dé cho Bac si Dischord va céi tén AM T khung khiép kinh hén
kia.”

“Nhung c6 nhitng tiéng dong van la am thanh dé nghe cht a?” cau van
gang hoi.

“Co6 thé dung thé ,” ba budng binh dap, “nhung néu ho khong lam ra
nhitng am thanh ta thich thi ho sé khong dugc lam gi hét.”

“Nhung...” cdu m@ miéng, roi khong noéi thém nita. B&i vi trong ltic
dinh ndi 1a nhw thé khong cong bang cho lam (mdt dieu ma Nguoi Bao Ho
Am Thanh buéng binh c6 thé khé chap nhan), cu lai nghi ra mot cach cau
c6 thé dwa am thanh nhé cta minh ra khéi phao dai. Khi vira thot ra 101 néi
va 10i n6i do chwa kip bay vao khong khi, cau da ngam chat miéng lai — va
chit “nhuwng” dwgc gitt lai trong miéng cau, da thanh hinh ma chwa dwoc thot
1én thanh 16i.

“Thoi, ta khong gitt chdu cad ngay nita,” ba ndi, vé sot rudt. “Gid hay
16n cdc tudi ra dé ta dam béo 1a chau khong trom gi ¢4, roi chau c6 thé di.”

Sau khi Ngudi Bao H6 Am Thanh da hai long roi, cau gt dau chao ba
— vl cau lam sao ma noi duoc “Cam on ba” hoac “Chao tam biét” — va lao ra
khoi ctra.
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13. Két Luan tai hai

Van ngam chdt miéng, co gio chay nhanh hét mic c6 thé, Milo lao vé
cho dau xe. Moi ngudi rat phan khich khi cau dén noi, va Tock vui suwéng
chay ao ra dén cau. Bo Bip thi vo hét 16i chic mirng ctia dam déng vé minh.

“Am thanh d6 dau?” mot nguoi voi nguéch ngoac 1én bang, va tat ca
hoi hop doi cau tra 16i.

Milo hit mot hoi, cam vién phan 1én, r6i gidi thich, “Né dang nam trén
dau ludi t6i.”

Nhiéu ngwoi sung swéng ném mii 1én khong trung, nhiéu ngudi reo 1én
nhitng tiéng chac 1a “hu ra” cam lang, con nhitng nguéi khac thi day khau
than cong nang vé ding cho. Ho chia né vao phan twong phao dai day nhat
roi nhoi day thudc sung vao do.

Milo nhén chan ding 1én, ghé vao miéng siing, vd mé miéng ra. Am
thanh nho dy lang 1é roi tudt vao do, thé la tat ca da san sang. Ngoi no dugc
cham va lap tirc chay bén.

“Mong la sé khong ai bi thuwong,” Miio tham nghi, nhwng cau chwa kip
nghi gi thém thi mot cum khéi trang xam da bay ra ttv khau than cong va, ra
cung v&i cum khoi, nhe nhang dén noi gan nhw khong thé nghe thay, 1a mot
tiéng...

NHUNG

Trong may gidy, noé tr ti¥ bay vé phia twong thanh theo mot dwong vong
cung cao, roi rat khé khang, né cham vao phia bén phai canh ctra 16n. Trong
mot thodng, mot sy im lang dang sg bao trum 1én tat ca, tinh mich va yén a
hon bao gio hét, nhw thé ca bau khéng khi cling dang nin thé.

Va r6i, gan nhu ngay lap tirc, mot tiéng nd chat chua, inh tai nhitc 6c
phat ra, ké tiép la mdt ti€éng do vd ram ram, long trgi 16 dat, khi da trong
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phdo dai roi ca xudng va cac ham chita mé tung, tha cho moi am thanh trong
lich st thé gigi bay theo gié.

Moi am thanh da tirng dwgc thot ra hay tao ra, tir thoi con chwa c6 am
thanh nao, cho t6i khi c6 qua nhiéu am thanh, déu phéng ra khéi dong do
nat, nghe nhw thé tat cad moi nguwoi dang cuwdi, huyt sao, ho la, khoc, hat, thi
tham, am w, hét, ho va hat hoi cing mot Idc. C6 nhitng mau dién van cii bay
day do, cung vGi nhitng bai doc thudc long, tiéng stng tir cac cudc chién
tranh thoi xwa, tiéng khoc cia cac em bé, tiéng coi xe, tiéng thac nuwdc do,
tiéng quat dién, tiéng v6 ngwa, va di moi loai tiéng dong khac .

Su6t mot hoi 1au, khap noi chi toan sy hon loan dén thing ca mang nhi,
nhung roi, cling nhanh nhw khi dén, cac am thanh cii bay qua doi dé di tim
tw do m@i, va moi thit binh thwong trd lai.

Ngudi dan véi va trd vé vdi cong viéc on ao va ban ron ctia minh, va,
khi khoi cung bui da tan hét, chi c6 Milo, Tock, va Bo Bip la nhin thay
Nguoi Bao Ho Am Thanh dang budn thdm ngdi trén mot déng gach vun.

“Chau rat 1dy lam tiéc a,” Milo noi, vé thong cam, khi ba ngudi bon ho
dén an ui ba.

“Nhung chung toi phai lam vay,” Tock noi thém, trong lic danh hoi
dong do nat.

“Loan xa hét ca 1én r6i,” Bo Bip, vdi cdi tai luon phat biéu sai ltic sai
cho, 1én tiéng nhan xét.

Nguwdi Bao H6 Am Thanh nhin quanh véi vé budn ba khong gi x6a néi
trén gurong mat.

“Sé phai mat hang nam trdi mdi lai thu thap dwgc hét nhitng am thanh
d6,” ba nitc n@, “va dé sap xép chung cho ding thi ty thi con mat lau hon.
Nhung tat ca la 16i tai ta. Ta khong thé cai thién cac tiéng 6n chi bang cach
im lang dugc. Cai chinh la phai dirng am thanh dung luc.”

Ba vira néi dit 101 thi tiéng bwdc chan nang né loet choet, loet choet
quen thudc, khong thé 1an dwogc cta tén AM I béng vang lén tir bén kia dinh
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doi, va khi xudt hién thi han kéo theo mot cai bao to dén khong thé tin noi.
“Co6 ai mudn dung nhitng am thanh nay khong?” han vira thé hon hén
vtra lau trdn. “Ching bay qua do6i cung mdt lic ma chang cé cai nao du kinh
khting d6i véi t6i ca.”
Nguwdi Bao H6 Am Thanh nhin vao trong bao, va trong dé 1a tit ca
nhitng am thanh vira thoat ra khoi ham chita.

“Nguoi that tot vi da dem tra lai chung!” ba vui swéng reo 1én. “Mot toi
nao do, khi phao dai cua ta da stta xong, nguoi va ong bac si phai qua day
nghe hoa nhac méi dvgc.”

Y nghi d6 khién tén AM T kinh hai dén néi hin véi vang céo lui va
hodng hét chay bién di.

“Hy vong vira r6i ta khong xtc pham gi dén han,” ba lo lang néi.

“Han chi thich nhitng am thanh khé nghe théi,” Tock giai thich.

“A, phai,” ba thd dai; “ta ci¥ quén 1a c6 nhiéu ngudi nhw vay. Nhung ta
nghi chiing ciing can thiét, vi ta sé khong bao gio biét mot am thanh dé nghe
ra sao trit phi ta biét né khong khé nghe dén mitc nao.” Ba dirng lai mot lat
roi noi tiép: “Gia ma c6 Van Diéu va Ly Tinh & day thi chac moi chuyén sé
kha hon.”

“Chinh vi thé ma ching chau méi di gidi cttu ho ddy a,” Milo ty hao
noi.

“DP6 han sé 1a mot cudc hanh trinh dai va gian lao 1am day! Chau sé can
gi do tiép thém sinh khi,” ba kéu Ién va dwa cho Milo mét g6i nhoé mau nau,
dugc boc gidy va budc day can than. “Nhé nhé: chiing khong phai 1a dé an
ma la dé nghe, vi d6i khi chau sé thdy them nghe ciing nhu 1a thém an vay.
Dbay la tiéng pho dém, tiéng coi tau tr xa vang lai, tiéng 14 kho rao rao, tiéng
on ao cua ctra hang bach hoa, tiéng banh mi gion tan, tiéng giwvong cot ket,
va tat nhién la di moi loai tiéng cwdi nita. Moi thit mot it, va khi & nhitng
noi xa x0i don doc, ta nghi chau sé vui khi c6 ching.”

“Chau chac chan la chiing chau sé rat thich a,” Milo dap, vé biét on.
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“Chéu ctt di theo duwong nay ra dén bién roi ré trai,” ba néi. “Cac chau
sé dén duwgc Thanh pho S6 Hoc ngay thoi.”

Ba gan nhw chwa kip néi hét cau thi ho da noéi 10i tam biét va bo thung
lting lai phia sau.

B bién phang li, yén &, nwéc bién hién hoa vo séng vui dua vao bai
cat. Xa xa, gitta lan nwéc 1ap lanh, mot hon dao xinh dep moc day hoa va
cdy co dang vay goi ddy maoi moc.

“Gio thi khong con diéu té hai gi c6 thé xdy ra dugc nita,” Bo Bip sung
swéng noi, va lap tirc nhdy bat ra khoéi xe nhw vira ngoi phdai dinh, r6i bay
thang dén hon dao nho.

“Va chung ta con khéi thoi gian,” Tock néi, khong nhan ra la con bo da
bién mat — roi n6 cling dot nhién nhay 1én khong trung va bién di.

“Dung la m6t ngay tuyét dep,” Milo dong tinh, cau dang mai nhin
dwong qua nén khong dé y hai nguwdi ban dong hanh da khong con dé. Roi
trong chép mat chinh cau cting bién luon.

Cau ha canh canh Tock va Bo Bip, lic nay dang cuc ky hoang sg, trén
hon ddo nhé xiu ma bay gio nhin da khac han so véi luc trwde. Thay vi
nhitng cay co va hoa thi chi cé toan da va nhitng khic cay veo vo da chét tw
lau. Puing la trong chang c6 gi giong v4i hon ddo ho da thay tir bo bién.

“Xin 16i,” Milo héi ngudi dau tién di qua cho ho; “6ng c6 thé cho chau
biét chau dang & dau khong a?”

“Xin 16i,” ngwoi do dap lai; “cau c6 thé cho to6i biét toi la ai khong?”

Ngudi do mac mot chiéc do khoac vai tuyt da son va quan chén, chan
di tat len dai, dau doi mii c6 luwGi trai & ca phia triwdc lan phia sau, va trong
ong ta hét sitc bai roi.

“Ong phai biét minh 1a ai chi#,” Milo buc doc

“Con cau cling phai biét minh dang ¢ dau chi,” 6ng ta dap lai vGi vé
kho chiu khong kém.
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“Qi troi, chic 1a s& kho khin day,” Milo thi thao véi Tock. “Khong biét
ching ta c6 gitp ong ay dwgc khong nhi.”

Ho ban bac mot hdi, sau d6 con bo nhin 1én va néi, “Ong cé thé ty miéu
td minh dugc khong?”

“T4t nhién r6i,” nguoi dan 6ng no vui vé tra 10i. “Toi cao nhw ai” — roi
ong ta vieon ngudi 1én cho tGi khi ho chi con thay cé giay va tat ctia 6ng ta —
“va t6i thap nhw ai” — r6i 6ng ta co nguwdi lai chi con bang mot vién da cudi.
“T6i hao phéong nhw ai,” 6ng ta noi, dwa cho moi ngwoi trong bon mét qua
tao do ro to, “va t6i ich ki nhu ai,” 6ng ta ham he giat lai may qua tdo.

“T6i khée nhw ai,” 6ng ta gam lén va nhac mot tang da khong 16 1én
qua dau, “va téi yéu nhu ai,” ong ta hon hén, ldo dao dwdi sitc nang cia
chiéc mii trén dau. “T6i thong minh nhw ai,” 6ng ta néi bang mwdi hai thi
tiéng khac nhau, “va t6i cling ngéc nghéch nhw ai,” 6ng ta thira nhan trong
lic c6 x6 ca hai chan vao mot chiéc giay.

“T6i khéo l1éo nhu ai,” 6ng ta vira ngan nga vira ding thang bang trén
mot ngon chan, “va toéi cling 1ong ngong nhv ai,” ong ta kéu lén khi choc
ngon cai vao mat. “T6i nhanh nhw ai,” 6ng ta tuyén bo, chay hai vong quanh
dao chi trong chép mat, “va t6i cling cham nhuv ai,” 6ng ta phan nan trong
khi vay chao tam biét mot con sén. “N6i nhuw vay c6 ich gi cho cac ban
khong?

Ca bon lai thi thdm ban bac mét héi cho t&i khi ba diva déu dong y vé6i
nhau.

“Thuc ra rat don gian,” Bo Bip khua gay noi.

“Néu moi diéu 6ng noi la ding,” Tock thém vao.

“Thi, khong con nghi ngo gi nita,” Milo vui vé két luan, “chac chan
ong ta la Ai.”

“Pung r6i, tat nhién r6i,” nguwoi dan ong reo to. “Sao t6i khéng nghi
dén chuyén do6 nhi? T6i vui nhw ai vay.” Ro6i 6ng ta lai ngoi thup xudng, dwa
tay 1én 6m dau, va thd dai. “Nhung t6i cling buén nhuw ai.”
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“Gio thi 6ng c6 thé cho tbi biét chiing ta dang & dau khong?” Tock nhin
quanh hon dao hoang vu va hai.

“Chac chan r6i,” 6ng Ai noi; “cac ban dang & trén Pao Két Luan, Cac
ban ct ty nhién di. Kiéu gi roi cling c6 ldc cac ban dén day thoi.”

“Nhung ching chau dén day bang cach nao?” Milo héi, cau van thac
mac khong biét tai sao ho lai c6 mat & day.

“Tat nhién la bang cach nhdy voi r6i,” Ai gidi thich. “Phan 16n moi
ngwoi déu dén day bang cach do. Rat don gian thoi: moi khi cac ban quyét
dinh mé6t diéu gi d6 ma khong c6 1y do chinh dang, thi tic 1a cac ban da
nhay voi dén Két Ludn, du cac ban c6 mudn hay khong. Chuyén di dé dang
dén mirc toi da dén day ca tram lan roi.”

“Nhung noi nay trong chan qua,” Milo nhan xét.

“U, ding thé,” Ai thira nhan; “nhin ti xa tréng né dep hon nhiéu.”

Ong ta no6i dén day thi c6 dén tdm chin ngudi bay dén hon dao tir moi
huéng.

“Thoi, tdi sé nhay vé day,” Bo Bip tuyén bd, né nhip nhip chan may cai
lay da, nhay bat Ién mat cu that cao, réi ngd dui dui xuéng mét cho cach do
hon nira mét.

“Khong dwogc dau,” Ai cau nhau va giup con bo ditng day. “Ban khong
bao gid c6 thé nhdy ra khoi Két Luan duge. Quay vé khé hon nhiéu. Vi thé &
day méi dong nhuw thé.”

Pung la nhw vay that, vi c6 mat trén khap doc bd bién hoang vang va
chen chtc trén céac tang da trdi dai dén tan duong chan troi la nhitng dam
dong khong 10, tat ca déu u rii nhin ra bién.

“Khong c6 ca thuyén a?” Milo héi, cau néng long muén dwoc ti€ép tuc
chuyén di.

“0, khong,” Ai lac dau dap. “Cach duy nhat dé quay vé 1a boi, ma bién
thi vira rong vira rat dir doi.”
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“T6i khong thich bi wét,” con bo kéu ca va rung minh trieéc y nghi ay.

“Ho cling khong thich,” Ai rau i néi. “Vi vay ho méi ¢ lai day. Nhung
néu la to6i thi toi sé khong lo vé chuyén dy dau, vi cac ban cé thé boi ca ngay
trong Bién Kién Thitc ma van khong bi wét, nhw thé nwdc do dau vit. Nhiéu
nguwoi van nhu thé. Nhung gio xin cac ban th 16i. T6i phéi di don nhitng
nguwoi maGi t¢i. Ma cac ban biét day, t6i von than thién nhw ai ma.”

Mac cho Bo Bip ra sttc phan doi, Milo va Tock van quyét dinh sé bai,
va thé 1a con bo bi 16i theo xuéng bién trong ltic la oai oai chong cu.

Ong Ai chay di tra 16i thém nhiéu cau héi nita, va cau cudi cling ho
nghe thay 6ng ta noi la “Xin 16i, cac ban c6 thé cho t6i biét t6i la ai khong?”

Ho boi, boi, boi mai dé phai dén hang gig dong ho, va chi c6 16i dong
vién khong nging cua Tock la gitp Milo vugt qua duge dong nudce lanh gia
d6. Cubi cung ho cling dén dugc bo, mét I, va ngoai trtr con bo ra, thi déu
w6t sting ca.

“Cling khong té lam,” Bo Bip néi, ditng thang lén va phui cat trén
nguwoi. “Luc nao t6i phdi quay lai d6 mai dugc.”

“T6i chac la 6ng sé quay lai,” Milo hén hén. “Nhung tir gio trd di t6i sé
phadi c6 ly do chinh dang r6i méi quyét dinh diéu gi d6. Nhay voi dén Két
Luan ton thoi gian qua.”

Chiéc xe van & nguyén cho cii, va chi trong choc lat ho da lai tiép tuc
hanh trinh, con dwong ré ra khoi bo bién va bat dau 1én déc vé phia rang nui.
Anh mit troi &m 4p va lan gi6 l1ong 16ng théi khd ho.

“Hy vong la ching ta sé sém dén dwgc Thanh phoé S6 Hoc,” Milo noi,
nghi dén bita sdng ma cd bon da khong kip an. “Khong biét c6 con xa lam
khong nhi.”
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14. Khéi Thap Nhi Dién dan dvong

Con duwong tredc mat ré ra thanh ba nhanh va, nhu dé tra 16i cau héi
ctia Milo, mé6t tam bién chi dwong khong 16, chi vé ca ba hwéng, da dé chir
10 rang:

THANH PHO SO HOC"
5 Dam
1.600 Sao
8.800 Thudc
26.400 Bo
804.670 Phan
1.609.340 Nitra phan
VA XA HON CHUT NUA
“Di theo dam di,” Bo Bip khuyén; “day la doan dwong ngan nhat.”
“Di theo nita phan di,” Milo lai goi y; “nhw thé nhanh hon.”

“Nhung chiing ta nén di theo dwong nao?” Tock hoi. “Chac la phai c6
su khac biét gitta ba dwong chw.”

Ho dang cai co thi mot dang nguoi vo cung ky la nhanh nhen nhay ra tw
sau tdm bién va tién vé phia ho, vira di vira néi luén miéng. “Vang, ding
vay; dung la nhu thé; chac chan réi; phdi roi; ding la c6 sy khac biét day;
khong con nghi ngo gi nita.”

Nguoi do duge cau tao (vi khong thé miéu ta 6ng ta bang chit gi khac)
bang mot loat cac dwong thang va goc canh ghép lai thanh mot hinh dac rat
nhiéu mat — giong nhw mot khoi vuéng da bi cat hét cac goc, réi cac géc lai
bi cat di mot 1an nita. Moi duong thang lai dugc danh dau bang mot chit cai
thuwong nin nét, con cac géc thi duge danh ddu béng chit hoa. Ong ta doi
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trén dau mot chiéc mii noi rat oai, va 16 ra ti*t mot mat phang la mot khuon
mat hét sitc nghiém trang, dang nhin cham cham. Cé 1é khi xem bitc tranh
cac ban sé hiéu r6 hon t6i dinh noi gi.

Khi dén bén chiéc xe, nguoi d6 bo mii ra va cat cao giong doc to:

“Canh t6i c6 vo khoi.

GOc t6i c6 muodn van.

Khoi Thap Nhi Dién la toi.

Vay con tén cac ban?”

“Khoi Thap Nhi Dién la cai gi?” Milo héi, cau gan nhw khong phat am
noi cai cum tw ky la do.

“Cau hay tw nhin di,” 6ng ta néi va tr tit xoay mot vong. “Khoi Thap
Nhi Dién 1a mot khoi hinh hoc c6 muoi hai mat.”

Ong ta vira n6i diit 16i thi muei mot khuén mét khac xuét hién, méi cai
trén mGt mat phang, moi cai c6 mot vé khac nhau.

“Thwong thi t6i chi dung tirng cai mot thoi,” ong ta thira nhan, va tat ca
cac khuon mat, trir khuén mat dang mim cwoi, lai bién mat. “Nhuw thé cho
bén. Tén cau la gi?”

“Milo a,” Milo tra 10i.

“Cai tén la that,” ong ta néi, déi khuén mat cuwdi thanh khuén mat dang
nhiu may. “Va cau chi c6 mot mat thoi.”

“Nhu thé 1a khong t6t a?” Milo hoéi, kiém tra xem mdat minh cé con
nguyén cho cti khong.

“Cau sé lam héng né vi phdi dung n6 cho tit ca moi thit,” Khoi Thap
Nhi Dién dap. “Trong khi toi thi c6 mot mat dé cwdi mim, mot mat dé cuoi
to, mot mat dé khéc, m6t mat dé nhan nhd, mét mat dé suy nghi, mot mat dé
biu moi, va con sau mat khac nira. Tat ca nhitng nguwdi c6 mot mat déu tén la
Milo a?”
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“0, khong?” Milo dap; “c6 nguoi tén la Henry hodc George hoic
Robert hodc John, va nhiéu tén khac nita.”

“Thé thi r6i rdm qud,” ong ta kéu 1én. “O day moi thi déu c6 mot tén
chinh xac. Hinh tam giac thi duvgc goi la hinh tam giac, hinh trong thi dwogc
goi la hinh tron. Ngay ca cac con s6 ciling cé tén nhw nhau. Cau c6 thé tuwéng
twgng chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu chung ta goi cac so hai la Henry hoac George
hodc Robert hodc John, va nhiéu tén khac nita khong? Ta sé phai noi la
Robert cong John bang bon, va néu cac s6 bon tén la Albert nita thi sé hong
hét.”

“Chau chwa bao gid nghi dén chuyén d6,” Milo thira nhan.

“Thé thi to6i dé nghi cau nén bat dau ngay di,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién
dung khuon mat qué trach ciia minh dé 1én tiéng qua trach, “vi & Thanh Pho
S6 Hoc nay moi thit déu phai chinh xac.”

“Vay thi c6 1 ong c6 thé gitp ching chau quyét dinh xem nén di
duwong nao,” Milo noi.

“T4t nhién r6i,” ong ta vui vé tra 10i. “Khong c6 gi la phitc tap ca. Néu
mot chiéc xe nhé chd ba nguoi di véi tdc d6 ba muoi dam mot gio trong
vong muoi phut trén mot con duong dai nam dam vao lic 11 gio 35 phut
sang khéi hanh cung lic vGi ba ngwdi ngoi trén mot chiéc 6 t6 con di vabi toc
d6 hai mwoi ddm mot gio trong mudi lam phit trén mot con dwong dai gap
doi mra do dai cuaa con duong kia, trong khi mot chu cho, mot con bo va mot
cau bé cling di quang duwong bang nhu thé trong thoi gian do hodc di trong
thoi gian do trén quang duwong dai bang nhu thé trén con dudng thi ba vao
mot ngay gitta thang Mudi, thi ai sé dén noi tredc va duong nao la duong tot
nhat?”

“Mudi bay!” Bo Bip reo 1én sau khi viét lia lia Ién mét to giay.

“0, chdu khong dam chic 1dm, nhung ma...” Milo lip bdp sau may
phtit cudéng cuong tinh nham.

“Cau phadi tinh nhanh hon di,” Kh6i Thap Nhi Dién mang, “néu khong
thi cdu sé khong bao gid biét minh da di dugc bao xa hay la liéu minh da
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dén noi hay chwa.”

“Chéu khong giéi tinh d6 1am,” Milo thira nhan.

“That dang tiéc,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién thd dai. “Chung rat cé ich. Cau
c6 biét la néu mé6t con hai ly dai sdu mwoi phan vdi cai dudi dai bon muoi
phan c6 thé xdy mot cai dap cao ba mét rudi va rong mot mét tam trong
vong hai ngay, thi dé xay dap Boulder ", ta can mot con hai ly cao hai muoi
mét v@i cai dudi dai muoi lam mét khong?”

“Tim dau ra con hai ly to nhw thé?” Bo Bip lau bau, va dau bt chi cta
né gay danh rac mot cai.

“T6i khong biét,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién tra 161, “nhung néu tim dwoc thi
cac ban biét phai lam gi vGi n6 roi day.”

“That la v6 ly,” Milo phan doi, dau cau dang quay mong mong vi s6 ma
va nhitng cau hoi.

“Co thé la vo ly,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién thira nhan, “nhung van hoan
toan chinh xac, mién la cau tra 1oi ding thi cau héi c6 sai di chang nita cling
dau quan trong? Néu cau muon co ly thi cau phai tw tim ra céi ly do.”

“Ca ba con duong déu dan dén cung mot dich va cung lic ludn,” Tock
chen vao, tir ndy dén gio n6 van kién nhan nham tinh bai toan dau tién.

“Chinh x4c!” Khoéi Thap Nhi Dién kéu 1én. “Va toi sé dich than dwa céac
ban dén do6. Gio thi cac ban thay tinh d6 quan trong dén mitc nao roi day.
Néu khong lam ding bai tinh do vira r6i thi khéo cac ban di sai duwong cling
nen.”

“Khong biét toi da tinh sai & cho nao nhi,” Bo Bip ndi, ban loan xem lai
phép tinh ctia minh.

“Nhung néu ca ba con dudng dan dén cing mot chdé vao cung mot lic
thi chang phdi chiing déu la duwong ding hay sao?” Milo héi.

“Puing la diung thé nao!” Khéi Thap Nhi Dién quat, 1tr mat nhin bang
bd mat cau kinh nhat ctia minh. “Ching déu la duong sai. Ta c6 quyén lwa
chon nhung ma khong c6 nghia mot trong nhitng lwa chon do phdi la dung.”
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Ong ta dén chd tdm bién va xoay né ba vong. Ba con dwong lién bién
mat va mét con dwong maéi dot nhién hién ra, dan vé phia ma tam bién dang
chi.

“Con duwong nao ciing cach Thanh phé S6 Hoc ndam dam ca u?” Milo
hoi.

“T6i e la vay,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién trd 10i va nhdy 1én sau xe. “Chting
toi khong c6 tam bién nao khac ca.”

Con dwong nay kha la gap ghénh, day so6i da, va moi khi ho vap phai
mot hon da thi Khoi Thap Nhi Dién lai nay bat 1én khong trung réi nga
xudng, mot bo mat cia o6ng ta dap xudng dat véi vé hon doi hodc cudi mim
hodc cuoi sang khoai hoac nhan nho, con tuy xem dé la mdt nao.

“Sap dén noi roi,” ong ta vui vé tuyén bo sau mot trong nhitng chuyén
bay lén nga xudng nhanh gon nhw vay. “Chao mirng cac ban dén véi ving
dat ctia cac con s6.”

“Trong khong c6 hay ho lam nhi,” con bo nhan xét, béi vi trong khi xe
ti€p tuc 1én doc, xung quanh chang con mot cai cdy hay mot ngon cé nao
hét. Chi toan da la da.

“Co phai day la noi cac con sé dugc tao ra khong a?” Milo hoéi khi
chiéc xe lai chém tdi trede, 1an nay thi Khoi Thap Nhi Dién bay xudng swon
nui, 16n dau 16n c6, nhan nho kéu ca, cho tdi khi nga xuéng véi bo mat buon
rau ngtra lén trén, ¢ treéc miéng mot cai hang.

“Nguoi ta khong tao ra con s6,” 6ng ta ndi, nhu thé chwa c6 chuyén gi
vay. “Ma phai dao ching lén. Cau khong biét gi vé cac con so a?”

“O thi, chau nghi ching khéng quan trong 1im,” Milo néi nhanh,
nguong qua khong dam tha nhan sy that.

“KHONG QUAN TRONG AY A!” Khéi Thap Nhi Dién gam lén, mit
dé phirng phirng vi gian. “Cau c6 thé pha tra cho hai ngwdi néu khéng cé so
hai — hay c6 bai hat ‘Ba con chuét mu’ néu khong c6 sé ba khong? Va lam
sao cau co thé di cd nam chau déu khong c6 s6 nam?”
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“Chau chi dinh ndi la...” Milo mé miéng, nhuwng Khoi Thap Nhi Dién,
da mat ty cha vi qua cau gian va quat thao qua nhiéu, van tiép tuc tubn ra
mot trang.

“Néu cau cé nhitng wéc vong cao cd, lam sao cau biét dwge ching cao
t¢i mitc nao? Va cau cé biét la v4i moi mot cudc thoat hiém trong tich tac
thi cai tich tac ay lai dai ngan khac nhau khéng? Cau c6 thé vugt ritng sau
nudi tham néu cau khong biét ritng sau t¢i mitc nao, nui tham la bao khong?
Va lam sao cdu cé thé lam mot viéc tir dau dén dudi,” ong ta két luan, vung
tay cao qua dau, “néu cau khong biét khoang cach tir dau dén dudi la bao
nhiéu? Cac con s6 la nhitng thit dep dé va quan trong nhat trén doi. Pi theo
t6i roi tdi chi cho ma xem.” Ong ta quay ngoét ngudi di vao trong hang.

“Vao di, vao di,” ong ta goi tr trong miéng hang t6i om ra. “T6i khong
dgi ca ngay duwgc dau.” Va thé la ho theo 6ng ta vao trong long nui.

Phai mat vai phut mat ho méi quen dugc vdi anh sang 160 md trong
hang, va trong su6t thoi gian dd, xung quanh ho la nhitng tiéng cao 16t x0t,
loat xoat, tiéng go canh cach ky la vang 1én khong ngirng.

“DPeo cai nay vao,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién bao va dwra cho moi ngwoi mot
chiéc mii bao ho c6 gan den pin phia trén.

“Chung ta di dau day?” Milo thi tham, vi d6 la mot noi khién ta cam
thdy minh phai thi tham.

“Pén noi roi,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién dap, dwa tay khoat mot vong. “Day
la mo s6.”

Milo nheo mat nhin vao bong to6i va bay gio mdi thay la ho da budc vao
mot long hang rdng ménh méng, chi dugc thap sang béi quang sang mo ao,
ma quai phat ra ttt nhitng thach nhii khong 16 ra xudng tit tran hang nom rat
dang sg. Thanh hang 16 chdé nhitng hanh lang, va nhitng 16i di, trong nhw
nhitng t6 ong, uén luwon tir tran dén nén hang, khap bon phia hang. Va dau
dau Milo ciling thdy nhitng nguwdi bé nho chi cao bang cau dang ban biu dao,
cudc, bdi, xtic va kéo nhitng chiéc xe goong day da tir cho nay dén cho khac.

“DPi dwong nay,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién chi, “va budc cho can than nhé.”
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Moi khi 6ng ta 1én tiéng, giong 6ng ta vong di vong lai khap hang, hoa
vao v0i tiéng 6n ao ban ron xung quanh ho. Tock lon ton budc canh Milo,
con Bo Bip thi ron rén budc theo sau.

“Pay la mo cua ai?” Milo héi, budc vong qua hai xe day da.

“NHAN DANH BON TRIEU TAM TRAM HAI MUOI BAY NGHIN
SAU TRAM NAM MUOI CHIN SOT TOC TREN PAU TA, TAT NHIEN
NO LA CUA TA ROI'” mét giong néi gam lén tir phia bén kia hang. Va
buéc vé phia ho khong phai ai khac, ma chinh la Phap sw Toan Hoc.

Ngai mac mot chiéc do chong dai lwot thwot théu day nhitng phuwong
trinh toan hoc rac r6i va déi mot chi€c mii c6 chép nhon cao, khién ngai cé
vé hét strc thong thai. Tay trai ngai cdm mot cay quyeén truong dai véi mot
dau la dau but chi, con dau kia 1a mot cai tay.

“MOt cai mo tuyét dep a,” Bo Bip v0i xin 16i, vi n6 ludn sg¢ nhitng am
thanh to.

“M&d s6 16n nhat toan vieong quoc ddy,” Phap su Toan Hoc tu hao néi.

“O day c6 da quy khong a?” Milo thich thii héi.

“DA QUY AY A!” ngai gam lén, con lém hon ca lic trude. Réi ngai
cli ngudi vé phia Milo va khe khé thi tham, “Nhan danh tam triéu hai tram
bon mwoi bdy nghin ba tram mwdi hai sgi vai trén do choang cua ta, ta xin
noi la c6. Hay nhin ¢ kia ma xem.”

Ngai tho tay vao m6t chiéc xe va lay ra mot vat nho nhd, r6i chti manh
vao do. Khi ngai gio vat dé ra trudc anh sang, no 1ap lanh chéi ruc.

“Nhung do6 1a mot s6 nam ma,” Milo cy nw, vi d6 ding la sé nam that.

“Chinh xac,” Phap su Toan Hoc dong tinh; ”quy gia nhw bat ky vién
ngoc nao cau c6 thé tim dwgc. Hay nhin nhitng s6 khac ma xem.”

Ngai boc 1én mot nam da nita va tha ching vao tay Milo. Chiing bao
gom cac chit so du loai t* mot dén chin, va cd mot loat s6 khong nita.
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“Chuing t6i dao chung 1én va danh béng ching ngay tai day,” Khoi
Thap Nhi Dién xen vao, chi vé phia nhitng ngudi cong nhan dang ban rén &
bén ban quay danh bong; “réi ching toi dwa ching di khap thé gidi. That la
tuyét diéu, phai khong?”

“Pung la rat tuyét,” Tock néi, chd ché von rat thinh cac chit sé.

“Thi ra cac con s6 la tir ddy ma ra,” Milo no6i, nhin nhitng déng chi s6
lap lanh, vé kinh ngac. Cau tra ching lai cho Khoi Thap Nhi Dién mot cach
hét sttc can than, nhung mot chir s6 van roi xuéng dat danh “cach” mét cai
va v0 ra lam déi. Bo Bip co rum lai con Milo té ra vo cung lo lang.

“Q, dirng lo,” Phap st Toan hoc néi va nhat hai manh vé& 1én. “Chiing ta
dung chit s6 bi v& dé lam phan s6.”

“Ngai khong c6 kim cwong, ngoc luc bao hay la hong ngoc a?” con bo
bue doc ndi, vi né rat that vong v6i nhitng gi minh vira dugc thay.

“Tat nhién la c6 chit,” Phap su Toan Hoc tra 10i, dan ho vé phia cu6i
hang; “ngay day.”

O d6, chat thanh dirng doéng cao suyt cham tran hang, khong chi 1a kim
cwong, ngoc luc bdo va hong ngoc, ma c6 ca ngoc bich, thach anh tim,
hoang ngoc, da mat trang va ngoc hong lyu. D6 la dong da quy 16n nhat ma
bat ky ai trong ho da tirng thay.

“Chung that 1a rac r6i,” Phap su Toan Hoc thé dai, “va khong ai biét
phai lam gi véi ching. Vi thé chiing ta chi dao chiing 1én r6i viit di théi. Gio
thi,” ngai ndi, lay tir trong tti ra mot cai coi bac va théi mot tiéng ro to,
“chung ta di an trua nao.”

Va lan dau tién trong doi, con bo kinh ngac dén ldng ngudi, khong thot
ra noi mot cau.
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15. Puwong dén Vo Cuc

Tam nguoi thg mo khoe nhat hoi ha khénh vao trong hang mot cai vac
16n dang s6i ung uc, toéa ra lan hoi thom ngon uén lwgn 1én dén tran hang.
Trong khong khi tran ngdp mot mui ngot ngao nhung cay cay, vudt ve nhitng
cai miii hao hirc, chi ding lai da 1au dé khién miéng ngudi ta nho dai va
bung nguoi ta soi 1én. Milo, Tock va Bo Bip hao hic theo doi trong khi
nhitng ngwdi thg mé budng dung cu xuéng va vay quanh cai vac dé 1ay thic
an.

“Cac ban muon an chit gi d6 khéng?” Phap sy Toan Hoc néi, moi moi
ngwoi mot bat day.

“Co a,” Milo ndi, vi cau da déi mém ca nguoi.

“Céam on ngai,” Tock them vao.

Bo Bip khong néi gi vi dang mai an, va chi trong chdc lat ca ba da an
hét sach phan ctia minh.

“An thém nita di,” Phap su Toan Hoc néi, lai mic day bat cho ho; va
cling nhanh nhw bat dau, bat thi¢ hai nay lai duwgc chén hét veo.

“Ctr an tiép di,” ngai van tiép tuc mdi moc va lai muc ti€p cho ho,

roi ti€p nita,

roi ti€p nita,

roi ti€p nita,

roi ti€p nita,

“Quai,” Milo tham nghi khi an xong bat thit bay. “Cit an xong mot bat
minh lai thay déi hon truée.”

“An nita di,” Phap su Toan Hoc néi, va ho lai tiép tuc ngén sach nhitng
bat ngai muc ra.
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Sau khi Milo da an hét chin bat, Tock an mwoi mot bat, va Bo Bip, mai
mé an dén noi khong thém ngang dau 1én, da an xong bat thit muwdi hai muwoi
ba, Phap s Toan Hoc lai théi coi, cai n6i dugc cat di, va cac thg mé quay vé
lam viéc.
lan so v&i khi méi bat dau an. “T6i doi chét mat.”

“T6i cling thé,” Milo phan nan, bung cau ciling dang rong tuéch; “ma t6i
da an bao nhiéu la bao nhiéu.”

“Vang, rat ngon phai khong?” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién hai long noi, lau
nuwdc xOt trén may cai miéng ctia minh. “Pdc sén ctia veeong quoc day — mon
ham tinh trr.”

“Gio toi con doi hon ca trwde khi an,” Tock noi, lao dao odt nguoi vao
mot tang da 1on.

“Chac chan r6i,” Phap s Toan Hoc noi; “cac ban chg doi diéu gi chii?
Cang an ta sé cang doi ma. Ai chang biét thé.”

“That a?” Milo héi vé nghi ngd. “Néu thé thi 1am sao ngai biét la da an
da?”

“Pu ay a?” vi phap su s6t rudt héi. “O Thanh phd S6 Hoc ching ta dn
khi no va chi dirng lai khi chiing ta thay do6i. Nhw vay, khi trong bung khong
c6 gi ca tic la ching ta da da. Po 1a cach rat tiét kiém. Cac ban han phai
dang no cang thi méi an nhiéu dén thé.”

“Hoan toan hgp ly,” Khoéi Thap Nhi Dién gidi thich. “Cau cang muon
nhiéu thi cang dugc it, va cau cang duogc it thi sé cang cé nhiéu hon. Phép
tinh rat don gian. Néu cay c6 mot thit gi dé roi cong thém vao, thi ciu sé co
gi?,,

“Nhiéu hon,” Milo néi ngay.

“Dung thé,” ong ta gat dau. “Thé gia st cau c6 gi do6 roi khong cong
them gi ca. Khi do cau sé c6 gi?”

“Van nhu cii,” Milo tra 10i, vé khong chac chan lam nita.
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“Tuyét voi,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién kéu 1én. “Thé gia st cau c6 gi do va
cong them mot thit con it hon khong gi ca, thi cau sé c6 gi?”

“CHET BOI!” Bo Bip rong 1én dau kho, né nhan ra la minh vira an hai
muoi ba bat day chinh thit dé.

“Khong té dén mic ay dau,” Khéi Thap Nhi Dién néi vGi bd mat thong
cam nhat cua minh. “Chi vai tiéng nita cac ban sé thdy no ngay thoi — vira
kip ldc an t6i.”

“Qi chao,” Milo budn ba khé néi. “Chau chi &n khi dang déi théi.”

“That la mot y twong ky la,” Phap su Toan Hoc néi, gio cdy quyén
trrong 1én qua dau va co dau tay 1én tran nha may cai. “Chac cau sap néi la
cau chi di nga lic mét thoi chir gi.” Ngai vira n6i xong thi cai hang, nhitng
nguwoi thg mo va Khéi Thap Nhi Dién déu bién mat, chi con lai bon nguoi
bon ho ditng trong xwong cua Phap su Toan Hoc.

“Ta thwong nghi, cach tot nhat dé di tir noi nay dén noi khac la tay hét
moi thit va bat dau lai tv dau,” ngai binh than giai thich véi nhitng vi khach
dang strng s0. “Cac ban ctt ty nhién di nhé.”

“Ngai luén di lai bang cach dé a?” Milo héi trong khi to0 mo nhin quanh
can phong ky la hinh tron, véi mudi sau 6 ctva s6 nhé c6 mai vom ng véi vi
tri cia muwoi sau diém chi hwdng trén la ban. Men theo chu vi can phong la
cac so tir khong dén ba tram sau muoi dé danh s6 cac goc trén hinh tron, con
trén san, twong, ban, ghé, ta va tran nha déu la nhitng cai nhan ghi ré chiéu
cao, chidu ngang, chiéu sau cia ching, va ching cach nhau bao xa. O mot
bén la mot cudn sé khong 16 dat trén mot cai gia vé, con trén cac moc va day
c6 treo da loai can, thwdc go, qua can, thwdc day va da loai dung cu do
lvong khac.

“Khong dau,” Phap su Toan Hoc dép, lan nay ngai gio dau bt chi nhon
ciia quyén trugng 1én, vé mot duong thang gitta khong trung, ré6i di ngang
qua no dé tir dau nay cta phong sang dén dau bén kia. “Thuwong thi ta sé di
bang dwong ngan nhat gitta hai diém. Va néu can phai c6 mat & nhiéu cho
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cung mot lic,” ngai néi, can than viét 7 x 1 = 7 1én cudn so6, ”thi tat nhién la
ta chi viéc nhan lén tho6i.”

Dot nhién c6 tdi bay vi phap su giong hét nhau ditng quanh phong.

“Ngai lam cach nao vay a?” Milo ha h6c miéng hoi.

“Rat don gian thoi,” bay vi phap sw dong thanh noéi, “chi can cau co
mot cdy quyén triegng than.” Roi sau vi phép su ty tay lan nhau va bién mat.

“Nhung né chi 1a mot cai but chi to théi ma,” Bo Bip noéi va lay gay go
g0 cdy quyén truegng.

“Pung thé,” vi phap sw dong tinh; “nhuwng mot khi da hoc dwgc cach st
dung ro6i thi cac ban c6 thé lam dt moi thit véi no.”

“Ngai c6 thé lam moi thit bién mat khong a?” Milo thich tha héi.

“Téat nhién 1a c6 r6i,” ngai dap va sai budc dén bén gia vé. “Hay lai gan
day mot chut va nhin cho ky nhé.”

Sau khi cho thay la mot trong tay 4o, trong mii hay sau lwng minh
khong c6 gi, ngai viét 1én cudn so:

4+9-2x16+1+3%x6-67+8x2-3+26-1+34+3+7+2-5

R6i ngai nhin 1én vé chd doi.

“Mudi bdy!” con bo reo 1én, né ludn la nguwdi dau tién dwa ra cau tra 10i
sai.

“Két qua cudi cung la bang khong,” Milo stra lai.

“Chinh xac,” vi phap sw néi va cui chao vé rat kich, va dong tinh ay
bién mat ngay trwedc mat ho. “Gid cau con muén xem gi nita khong?”

“Co a,” Milo n6i. “Ngai c6 thé cho chau thay s6 16n nhét trén doi duoc
khong a?”

“Rét san long,” ngai dap va m& mot cai ti ra. “Chung ta cat n6 & day.
Can dén bon nguoi thg mé mdi dao duwgc né ra day.”
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Bén trong la s6 3 cao nhat Milo titng thay. N6 cao gdp d6i Phap suw
Toan Hoc.

“Khong, do khong phai la y cta chau,” Mili n6i. “Ngai c6 thé cho chau
xem s6 dai nhat trén doi dugc khong a?”

“Chan chan r6i,” Phap st Toan Hoc ndi va m& mot canh ctta khac ra.
“N6 day. Phai mat ba cai xe mdi ché dwgc no6 vé day day.”

Bén trong td la mot so 8 dai v6 cung. Chiéu ngang ctia n6 ciing phai
bang chiéu cao cta s6 ba vira roi.

“Khong, khong, chau cling khong c6 y do,” cau noi, nhin Tock vé cau
cuu.

“T6i nghi cai cau mudn xem,” chu ch6 néi, dwa chan 1én gai minh &
dudi cho bon gio rudi, “la s6 cé gia tri cao nhat.”

“Thé sao cau khong noi rd nhw thé?” Phap sw Toan Hoc néi, trong lic
do canh ctia mot giot mwa. “S6 c6 gia tri cao nhat ma cau nghi ra dugc la
gi?ﬁ’

“Chin nghin chin tram chin muwoi chin ti, chin tram chin mwoi chin
trieu, chin tram chin mwoi chin nghin, chin tram chin muoi chin a,” Milo
tudn ra mot hoi.

“To6t lam,” Phap sw Toan Hoc ndéi. “Gio hay cong thém mot. Roi cong
thém mot nita,” ngai nhac lai khi Milo da cong xong. “R6i cong thém mot
nita. R6i cong thém mot nita. Roi cong thém mot nita. R6i cong thém mot
nita. R6i cong thém mot nita. R6i cong thém mot niva. R6i cong thém...”

“Khi nao thi chau mai dirng lai duwgc a?” Milo than van.

“Khong bao gio,” Phap su Toan Hoc mim cudi no6i, “vi s6 cau can tim
sé luon 16n hon s6 cau co it nhat 1a mot don vi, va né 1én dén nodi néu cau

bat dau doc n6 ngay hom qua thi dén mai cau ciing chwa doc xong.”

“Tim dau ra s6 16n nhw thé?” Bo Bip giéu.
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“O cling chd v6i s6 nho nhat dy,” vi phap su sot sing tra 10i. “Va cau
biét d6 la so gi roi day.”

“Chac chan ro6i,” con bo néi va chgt nhé ra né cé viéc can lam & dau
kia phong.

“MGt phan ctia mot phan triéu a?” Milo héi, c6 nghi ra phan s6 nho
nhat trén doi.

“Gan ding,” Phap s Toan Hoc noéi. “Gio hdy chia doi n6 ra. Roi chia
doi mot lan nita. Roi chia d6i mot lan nita. Roi chia d6i mot lan nita. Roi
chia d6i mot 1an nita. Roi chia d6i mot 1an nita. Ro6i chia d6i...”

“Troi oi,” Milo kéu lén, dua tay 1én bit tai, “nhitng phép chia nay ciing
khong bao gio dung lai a?”

“Lam sao c6 thé dirng dugc,” Phap sw Toan Hoc néi, “khi ma cau luén
c6 thé chia nttra s6 minh c6 cho tdi khi s6 d6 nho dén mic néu cau dinh doc
né ngay bay gio thi chwa kip doc cau da xong roi?”

“MGt thit nhé dén thé thi cé thé dé & dau dugc a?” Milo hoi, co twéng
twong ra mot th nhu vay.

Phap su Toan Hoc dirng tay va gidi thich don gian, “Cau c6 thé cat n6
trong mot cai hop nho dén nodi cau khong nhin thdy noéi — cai hop duwgc dé
trong mét ngan kéo nhé dén noi cau khong nhin thdy noéi, trong mot cai ta
nho dén noi cau khong nhin thdy noi, trong mét can nha nho dén ndi cau
khong nhin thdy n6i, trén mot con pho nhé dén noi cau khong thé nhin thay
noi, trong mot thanh ph6 nho dén noi cau khong thé nhin thay no6i, & mot dat
nuwdc nho dén noi cau khéng thé nhin thay ndi, trong mot thé gidi nho dén
noi cau khong nhin thay noi.”

R0i ngai ngo6i xuong, tw quat bang mot chiéc khan tay, va noi tiép, “Roi
sau do, tat nhién ching ra sé cat tat cd vao mot cai hop khac cling nhé dén
noi cau khong nhin thay ndi — di theo ta, ta sé chi cho cau thay phai tim n6 &
dau.”
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Ho di dén bén mot trong nhitng 6 ctra s6 nho, va ¢ dd, budc vao bau
clra, la dau mot sgi day trai trén mat dat va kéo dai dén tan duwong chan troi
cho t&i khi hoan toan bién mat khéi tam mat.

“Ctr di theo sgi day ay mai mai,” Phap sw Toan Hoc néi, “va khi dén
cudi, hdy ré trai. O d6 cau sé tim thdy Ving D4t V6 Curc, noi c6 nhitng vat
cao nhat, thap nhat, to nhat, nho nhat, nhiéu nhat va it nhat.”

“Chau khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian 1am,” Milo lo lang néi. “C6 duong tat
khong a?”

“0, cau c6 thé di bing cau thang ndy,” vi phap st n6i, m& mot canh ctia
khac va chi 1én trén. “No6 ciing dan dén dé.”

Milo lao qua phong va chay hai bac mot 1én cau thang. “Pgi t6i nhé,”
cau noi to voi Tock va Bo Bip. “Tai di vai phut thoi.”
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16. Mot con chim xau xa

Cau leo 1én cau thang — méi dau rat nhanh — r6i cham dan — r6i mot lat
sau cang cham hon — va cudi cung, sau nhiéu phtit tréo 1én nhitng bac thang
bat tan, cau hau nhw khéng nhac ndi chan. Milo d6t nhién nhan ra rang mac
du da rat c6 gang, cau van khong 1én gan dinh hon la may so vdi khi cau
m&i bat dau, va cling chang 1én xa khoi chan cau thang hon duwgc bao nhiéu.
Nhuwng cdu van co sic tréo thém mot hoi 1au nita, cho t6i khi kiét sitc nga
khuyu xuéng trén mot bac thang.

“Lé ra minh phai biét tredc mdi phai,” cdu lam bam, co dudi d6i chan
moi nhit va hit hoi vao day phoi. “Ciing giong nhu sgi day kéo dai vinh vién
ay, minh sé khong bao gio dén duwgc dé.”

“Ma c6 dén duoc cau ciing sé chang thich dau,” ai dé khé noéi. “Vo6 Cuc

1a mot noi nghéo khé vo cling. Ho ching bao gid kiém da an™.”

Milo nguwéc mat 1én trong khi dau van con goi lén tay; cau da quen dan
v6i viéc gap nhitng nguwoi ky la nhat vao nhitng lic ky la nhat & nhitng noi
ky la nhat — va lan nay cau cting khéng phai that vong. Piing tréc mat cau
tré bac thang la m6t nira dira bé, mot nira rat gon ghe.

“Xin 16i vi t6i da nhin cham cham,” Milo néi, sau khi cau da nhin dia
bé cham cham mot ldc 1au, “nhung t6i chwa thdy nguwdi chi c6 mot nira bao
gio.”

“Chinh xac la 0,58,” dita bé dap t nita miéng beén trai (ma thuc ra doé la
mot nita miéng duy nhat cda no).

“Ban noi sao co?” Milo hoi.

“La 0,58,” ditra bé nhac lai; “nhiéu hon mot nita mot chat.”

“Luc nao ban cling thé nay a?” Milo hoi vé sot rudt, vi cau thay chi li
nhw vay chang can thiét.
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“Oi troi oi, khong,” diva bé dap. “May nam trudce toi chi 1a 0,42 thoi, va
hay tin toi di, nhw thé bat tién vo cung.”

“Thé moi ngwoi trong gia dinh ban thi sao?” Milo héi, vé thong cam
hon.

“0, ching t6i 1a mot gia dinh trung binh nhvw nhitng gia dinh khac
thoi,” dira bé noi, vé suy tw; “bo, me, va 2,58 dita con” — nhv toi da giai
thich day, t6i la 0,58.”

“Chi 1a mo6t phan cia m6t nguwoi chac 1a la 1am nhi,” Milo nhan xét.

“Khong dau,” dita bé néi. “Moi gia dinh trung binh c6 2,58 dira con, vi
thé t6i luon c6 ngwdi choi cung. Hon nita, moi gia dinh con ¢6 trung binh
1,3 chiéc xe, va vi t6i la ngwoi duy nhat cé thé 1ai dugce 3/11 chiéc xe, toi
ludn duge dung no.”

“Nhung cac s6 trung binh do6 khéng phdi 1a so that,” Milo phan doi; “do
chi 1a twong twong thoi.”

“Co thé thé,” dira bé dong tinh, “nhung doéi khi cling rat c6 ich. Vi du,
néu ban chang c6 xu nao, nhing lai dang di cung bon ngwoi khac, moi nguoi
c6 muoi do, thi cac ban sé c6 trung binh moéi nguwdi tam d6. Piang khong?”

“T6i doan vay,” Milo yéu 6t noi.

“Hay nghi xem ban sé c6 1gi hon bao nhiéu, chi nhd c6 s6 trung binh,”
diva bé gidi thich rat thuyét phuc. “Va hay nghi dén 6ng nong dan khon kho
song & cho su6t nam khong c6 mua: néu khong c6 lwgng mua trung binh
hang nam la 940 mi li mét thi cay tréng ctia 6ng ay sé kho héo va chét hét.”

Nghe that la r6i ram doi véi Milo, vi @ treong day la mon cau thay kho
nhat.

“Con c6 cac ich lgi khac ntra,” dira bé noéi. “Vi du, nfu c6 mot con
chu6t bi chin con méo vay, thi tinh trung binh mo6i con méo sé c6 mudi phan
tram chu6t va con chu6t sé la chin mwoi phan tram meéo. Néu ban la chudt
thi ban thay diéu do6 sé giup ban dé thé hon biét bao.”

“Nhung lam sao ma thé dugc,” Milo néi va ditng bat day.
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“Dirng ¢6 qua quyét nhw thé,” dita bé kién nhan dap, “vi mot trong
nhitng diéu tuyét voi nhat vé toan hoc, hay bat ky moén hoc nao khac ma ban
dé tam tim hiéu, do la nhiéu thit khong thé lai hoan toan c6 thé day. Ban thay
khong,” n6 noi tiép, “cling giong nhw viéc ban c6 dén Vung Bat Vo Cuc ay.
Ban biét n6 & do, c6 diéu khong biét cu thé la & dau — nhung ban khong bao
gio co6 thé dén duwoc do khong cé nghia la n6 khong dang dé ban tim kiém.”

“T6i chwa tirng nghi nhw vay day,” Milo no6i, buéc xudng cau thang.
“Co 1€ t6i sé quay veé thoi.”

“MGt quyét dinh rat sang sudt,” dita bé dong tinh; “nhung hay thi lai
vao mot ngay nao dé — biét dau ban lai dén dugc gan hon.” Va, khi Milo vay
chao tam biét, n6 than mat mim cuwdi dap lai, mot viec ma n6 thwong lam
trung binh 47 lan mot ngay.

“Ai ¢ day cling biét nhiéu hon minh,” Milo tham nghi khi cdu nhay
xuong ting bac thang. “Minh phéi c¢6 gang nhiéu hon thi mé&i mong ciu
dwoc hai cong chuia.”

Chi mot lat sau, xuéng dén chan cau thang, cau lién lao vao xwéng, &
d6 Tock va Bo Bip dang mé mai xem Phap su Toan Hoc biéu dién.

“A, cau quay lai roi day a,” ngai ndéi, vui vé vay tay chao Milo. “Hy
vong la cau da tim thdy cai minh muon.”

“Chau e la khong a,” Milo thtra nhan. Roi cau néi thém véi giong thoi
chi, “Chau thay moi thit & Thanh pho S6 Hoc qua la khé.”

Phap su Toan Hoc gat gu, vé hiéu biét, va vuot vuot cam “Cau sé thay
rang,” ngai nhe nhang nhan xét, “viéc duy nhat dé dang la pham sai lam, va
viéc d6 thi chang dang cho ta phai phi cong.”

Milo c6 gang hiéu hét nhitng diéu cau da dwgc nghe, dugc thiy, nhung
c6 mot diéu ky la van khién cau ban khoan. Cau khé héi, “Tai sao ngay ca
nhitng diéu chinh xac nhiéu khi van khong phai la diéu ding a?”

Vé u sau vo han hién 1én trén mat Phap s Toan Hoc, va mat ngai loang
w6t vi dau buon. Tat ca chim vao im lang, va phai mat vai phat sau ngai méi
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c6 thé 1én tiéng tra 10i.

“Pung thé day,” ngai nitc nd, dya ngudi vao cay quyeén tregng. “Tat ca
da nhw vay tw khi Van Biéu va Ly Tinh bi truc xuat khéi vieong quoc.”

“Qua la vay,” Bo Bip lén tiéng. “Ca nhan t6i thi thiy rang...”

“VA TAT CA LA VI CAI LAO AZAZ GIA CUNG PAU CUNG CO
AY,” Phap sw Toan Hoc gam lén, at ca tiéng con bo, vi ndi budn cia ngai da
chuyén thanh sy gian di, va ngai di di lai lai quanh phong, cong thém tic toi
va nhan 1én con thinh nd. “TAT CA LA LOI CUA LAO.”

“Co Ié néu hai ngai ban bac véi nhau...” Milo mé& 16i, nhung khong kip
noi hét.

“Lao khong biét diéu ti nao,” Phap sw Toan Hoc lai ngat 1oi. “Mdi
thang tredc ta giti cho 1ao mat 1a thw rat than thién, thé ma lao chang thém
tra 1oi. Cau hay doc ma xem.”

Ngai dwa cho Milo mot ban sao 14 thw, thw viét nhu sau:

47381919,

667394017584162589

8537114395887190434203

2768957131481206.

586498053,

62179875073

“Biét dau ngai ay khong biét doc chir s6,” Milo néi, chinh cau ciing
thay 1a thw kho doc.

“VO VAN!” Phap su Toan Hoc quat. “Ai ma ching biét doc chit s6.
Cho du ta c6 noéi thit tiéng nao di chang nita thi chir s6 van cé y nghia nhw
vay. Con s6 bay & bat ky noi nao ciing van cit la con s6 bay.”

“Troi dat a,” Milo tham nghi, “ai cling tré@ nén nhay cam khi nhac dén
nhitng chuyén ho biét ro nhat.”
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“Xin phép ngai,” Tock doi chu dé, “ching t6i mudn dwgc di gidi citu
cho Van biéu va Ly Tinh a.”

“Azaz da dong y viéc do chwa?” Phap suw Toan Hoc hai.

“R0i a,” chu cho qua quyét.

“THE THI TA KHONG DONG Y,” ngai lai gam 1én, “vi tir khi ching
bi day ra khoi veeong qudc, ching ta chira bao gio' cung nhat tri vé bat ky
viéc gi — va cling sé khong bao gid nhu thé.” Ngai nhan manh ciu cudi nay
bang mot cai nhin dit dan dang so.

“Khong bao gio dy a?” Milo héi, giong thoang ho nghi.

“KHONG BAO GIO!” ngai nhic lai. “Va néu cau cé thé chitng minh
diéu ngugc lai thi ta sé cho phap cac cau di.”

“Thé nay a,” Milo no6i, cau da nghi vé viéc nay rat lung ké tr khi roi
khoi Thanh pho Tw bién. “Tic 1a bat ky diéu gi Azaz dong y thi ngai sé
khong dong y.”

“Pung vay,” Phap sw Toan Hoc mim cuwdi kién nhan noi.

“Con bat ky diéu gi vé Azaz khong dong y thi ngai sé dong y.”

“Ciling dang,” Phap suv Toan Hoc ngap dai, ho hitng cay mong tay bang
dau nhon cay quyén tregng cia minh.

“Thé thi tirc 1a moi ngai déu dong y la minh sé khong dong y véi bat ky
diéu gi nguoi kia dong y,” Milo dac thang noi, “va néu cd hai ngai déu
khong déng y véi cing mot diéu thi chang phai la hai ngai da dong y vai
nhau roi day u?”

“TA BI LUA ROI!” Phap st Toan Hoc burc titc kéu 1én, vi cho du ngai
c6 suy luan nhw thé nao thi moi chuyén van y nhuw thé that.

“Mot don tuyét hdo,” Bo Bip sung swéng nhan xét, “toi cling dinh noi y
si thé.”

“Gio thi chung toi dugc phép lén duwong chwa a?” Tock hai.

https://thuviensach.vn



Phép s Toan Hoc mién cwdng chap nhan thua cudc, yéu 6t gat dau, toi
kéo ba nguwoi 1 hanh lai gan minh.

“Puong rat dai va day ray hiém nguy,” ngai khé néi, tran nhan lai day
lo lang. “Bon quy sé biét vé sy xuat hién cta cac cau tw rat 1au trede khi cac
cau tim dwgc hai céng chiia. Hay can than ma trong chitng ching,” ngai
nhan manh, “vi khi ching xuat hién thi c6 thé da qua mudn roi.”

Bo Bip rung minh khap nguoi, con Milo thdy dau ngén tay minh bong
lanh ngat di.

“Nhung c6 mét van dé con nghiém trong hon thé,” ngai thi tham day de
doa.

“La cai gi a?” Milo hon hén, mac du cau khong dam chac la minh
muon biét.

“Ta e 1a ta chi c6 thé cho cau biét khi cdu quay vé. Bi nao,” Phap suw
Toan Hoc ndi, “dé ta chi dwong cho.” R6i than nhién nhac ca ba nguai 1én,
ngai dua ho dén bién giéi cia Thanh pho S6 Hoc. Bang sau ho la Vuong
Quoc Thong Thai, con tredc mat la mot dwong mon nhé hep dan tgi ving
ndi non t6i tam.

“Chung chau khong thé cho xe di 1én d6 dwgc,” Milo rau 11 ndi.

“Pung thé,” Phap su Toan Hoc tré 101, “nhung cau c6 thé dén Day Nui
U MEé rat nhanh ma khong can di hét dwong; con néu cau mudén thanh cong
thi phai di tttng budc mot.”

“Nhung chdu muén dem theo cdc mén qua cta minh,” Milo khang
khang.

“Tat nhién ro6i,” Khoi Thap Nhi Dién bong tir dau xuét hién véi hai tay
om day do. “Pay la cac canh twgng, day la cadc am thanh, con day,” ong ta
dwa cho Milo cai hop cubi cung, vé khinh khinh, “la cac ti* nglt cta cau.”

“Va quan trong nhat,” Phap sw Toan Hoc thém vao, “day la cady quyén
triegng than cha riéng cau. Hay dung né cho ding cach, va sé khong c6 viéc
gl ma no khong lam dwgc cho cau.”
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Ngai cai vao tii ngwc Milo mot cay but chi nho sang bong, nhin giong
hét quyén tregng cta ngai, chi khac vé kich c&. Roi, néi 10i dong vién cudi
cung, ngai va Khoi Thap Nhi Dién (dang dung bon khuon mat buon ba nhat
ctia minh dé vira nitc nd, vira nhan nho, vira héo hon, vira thd dai) tam biét
bo va nhin theo ba dang ngudi nho bé bién vao Day Nui U Mé dang so.

Gan nhu ngay tirc thi, anh sang ma di trong khi 16i mon gap ghénh uén
lwgn 1én cao dan, cling nhw Bo Bip vira run lay bay vira lan lan tién téi truwée
day mién cwdng. Tock thi dan duwong nhw moi khi, danh hoi xem cé gi nguy
hiém khong, con Milo, cai tdi dung nhitng mén qua quy gia ling lang ¢ mot
bén vai, lang 1€ theo sau vé kién quyét.

“Co ¢ ai d6 nén @ lai day canh chirng,” con bo khd sé goi y, dinh xung
phong ¢ lai; nhung vi goi y cua n6 chi nhan duge sy im lang, nén n6 danh
rau 1 di theo.

Ho cang tréo lén cao thi troi cang t6i hon, nhung d6 khong phai la su
tam t6i cia man dém, ma la pha tron gitta nhitng béng den lan it va nhitng
y d6 den toi dang ri ra tir gitta nhitng vach da day réu tron trugt, che phu ca
anh sang. Mot lan gié budt gia gao thét qua vach da, con khong khi thi dac
quanh va nang né nhw thé né da dugc hit vao théd ra mdy lan roi vay.

Ho di ti€p, Ién cao hon nita trén con duwong doc dén chéng mat, & mot
bén la vach da dung ding va nhitng dinh ndi nhon hoat vion 1én cao viit,
con bén kia la mot vic tham ménh méng, khong day.

“Té chang nhin thay gi ca,” Milo noi, nam 1dy dudi Tock khi mot man
swong day dac nuot chirng lay mat trang. ”Co 1€ chiing ta nén dgi dén sang.”

“R6i ho sé sdm dé tang cac ngudi thoi,” tir trén dau cau bong vong 1én
mot tiéng néi, kem theo mot tiéng cwoi khung khuc ghé ghé, nghe y hét
nguoi dang bi hoc xwong ca.

Pau trén mot tang da nhay nhua va gan nhu lan vao véi tang da ay la
mot con chim to, 16ng bu xu, nhem nhudc, nhin giéng nhw mot cai chéi lau
nha ban hon bat ky céi gi khac. N6 c6 mot cai moé nhon day nguy hiém, mot
con mat md ra nhin xudng ho véi vé hiém doc.
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“T6i nghi la ban da hiéu nham,” Milo rut ré noéi trong khi chi ché dong
h6 gam gir canh bao. “Chting t6i dang tim cho dé qua dém thoi.”

“Pém co6 phai la ctia cac nguoi dau ma tiéu pha,” con chim lai gao lén,
va kém theo van la tiéng cwdi kinh khiing nhu ban nay.

“No6i nhu thé chang c6 nghia 1y gi ca, ban thidy ddy,...” cdu toan giai
thich.

“Xu hay bac gi thi cting khong phai dé cho cac ngudi tiéu pha,” con
chim ngao nghé dap lai.

“Nhung t6i dau dinh néi la...” Milo van c6 noi.

“Di nhién la cau xau tinh r6i,” con chim ngat 16i, nham bén mat dang
m& vao va m& bén mat dang nham ra. “Ai dinh tiéu pha mot budi dém
khong thudc vé minh thi ding 1a rat xau tinh.”

“Thi t6i nghi 1a qua...” Milo lai tuyét vong co gang giai thich mdt lan
nira.

“Néu thé thi lai khac,” con chim néi vé than thién hon. “Néu cau mudn
mua, thi t6i chac la t6i c6 thé ban, nhung véi hanh vi nhw cta cau thi chac
cau sé som vao nha giam thoi.”

“Nghe chang phai 1€ gi cd,” Milo noi, vi con chim ci hiéu sai moi diéu
cau noéi nén cau chang con biét minh dang noéi gi nita.

“Dong y,” con chim néi, dong cop mo lai mot cai, “nhwng né cling
khong phai 1a bén trai, mic du néu 1a cau thi t6i da bo di tir 1au roi.””

“Pé toi tht lai mot 1an nita,” Milo no6i, van c6 gang dé giai thich. “Né6i
theo cach khac thi...”

“Y cau 1a cau c6 céc tir ngit khac a?” con chim vui vé kéu 1én. “Thé thi
xin moi dung di. Cac tir cau c6 bay gio c6 vé nhu khong an thua lam.”

“Sao mi ctt phai ngat 10i ngwoi khac nhw thé?” Tock burc titc hoi, vi bay
gig ca chu ché cling da mat kién nhan.
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“T4t nhién r6i,” con chim cwdi sang sac; “do6 la cong viéc cua t6i ma.
Toi cwdp 1ay 10i ndi ngay t* miéng cac ngwoi. Ching ta da gap nhau chwa
nhi? T6i la Chim Cwép Loi Thwong Truc, va tdéi dam chac la ¢ quen anh
ban bo ctia cac nguwdi.” Roi né nga ngwoi vé phia tredc va bay ra mot nu
cuwoi ranh ma dang so.

Bo Bip, qua to nén khong thé tron dugc va qua sg nén khong thé ct
dong noi, lién choi phat.

“Ai ¢ Day Nui U Mé ciing giong nhw ban sao?” Milo hai.

“Con té hon nhiéu,” con chim dap, vé hoai nhg. “Nhung t6i khong song
¢ day. T6i song & mot noi xa hon nhiéu, goi 1a Ngit Canh.”

“Mi khong nghi 1a minh nén quay vé nha di sao?” con bo hoi, gio mot
tay lén che mat.

“That la mot y nghi kinh khung.” Con chim rung minh. “D6 la mot noi
kho chiu dén noi t6i ludn tranh xa né. Hon nita, con noi nao tuyét voi hon
day nui do day nay nita?”

“Noi nao ciling tuyét hon,” Milo tham nghi va kéo ¢6 4o 1én cao hon.
R6i cau hoi con chim, “Ban c6 phai la mét con quy khong?”

“T6i e 1a khong,” con chim buo6n ba trd 10i va mady giot nwéc mat nhép
ban nho6 xuéng mé nd. “Toi da thit, nhung cung 1am t6i chi gy phién ha cho
moi nguadi thoi,” va, Milo con chura Kip tra 10i, né da vo cdp canh ban thiu va
bay di, lam roi xuéng cd mot con mwa bui dat 1an 16ng 1a.

“Dgi da!” Milo goi theo, vi cau con bao nhiéu diéu mudn hoi.

“Mudi 1dm can®,” con chim hét v&i lai trong khi né bién vao man
suong.

“Né6 chang dugc tich sy gi cd,” Milo ndi, sau khi ho da di thém mot
doan duong nira.

“Vi thé t6i maGi dudi no di,” Bo Bip kéu 1én, dit dan vung cao gay. “Gid
hay di tim bon quy thoi.”
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“Co6 thé thdy ching sém hon 6ng twéng day,” Tock nhan xét, quay lai
nhin con bo dang dot nhién run lay bay; roi 16i mon lai uéng lwgn va tiép tuc
doc 1én.

May phut sau ho da 1én dén dinh nui, chi dé thay rang phia trwdc 1a mot
ngon nui con cao hon thé, va sau dé la nhiéu ngon nui khac, dinh chim trong
béng toi cudn xody. Trong mot quang ngan, 16i di rong ra va bang phang, va
ngay truedc mat ho, thodi mai dya lung vao mot than cay chét, la mét quy
ong vo cung lich lam.

Ong ta mic mot bod vest den rat dep, 4o so mi va ca vat i phing phiu.
Giay ong ta dugc danh béng 10n, méng tay mong chan sach sé, mii dugc
chéi tinh twom, va trong tii nguc 6ng ta c6 cai mot chiéc khan tay trang
bong. Nhung vé mdt ong ta hoi vé hon. Thyc ra mat 6ng ta tréng tron, vi
ong ta chang c6 mat, mii, hay mém gi hét.

“Xin chao cdu bé,” 6ng ta no6i, hoa nha bat tay Milo. “Chu ché trung
thanh cta cau thé nao?” 6ng ta hoi, vo vo Tock ba bon cai that manh nhwng
cling rat than mat. “Con quy ngai banh bao nay la ai?” 6ng ta héi, nga mi
chao Bo Bip khién con bo v0 cting hai long. “T6i rat vui dugc gap cac ban.”

“That la dé chiu khi dugc gap mot nguwoi tir té€ nhw vay,” ca ba déu
nghi, “nhat la tai mot noi nhw & day.”

“Khong biét cac ban cé thé danh ra chit thoi gian,” 6ng ta lich su
hoi, ”va giup toi la mot vai viéc vat khong?”

“Tat nhién r6i,” Bo Bip vui vé dap.

“Rat san long,” Tock thém vao.

“Vang a,” Milo néi, trong thoang choc cau ti hdi lam sao mot ngudi dé
wa nhw thé lai c6 thé mang bo mat khong duwong nét gi ca.

“Tuyét voi,” ong ta sung swéng noi, “vi chi cé ba viéc thoi. Thir nhat,
toi muén chuyén dong nay tit day sang day,” ong ta giai thich, chi vao mot
dong cat min to twéng; “nhung toi e la toi chi cé chiéc nhip nhé xiu nay
thdi.” Roi 6ng ta dua cai nhip cho Milo, va cdu 1ap tic gap tirng hat cat mot.
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“Thit hai, toi mudn hit can nuwdc trong cai giéng nay dé do vao cai
giéng kia; nhung t6i khong c6 x0, nén cac ban phdi dung cai 6ng nhd giot
nay.” Roi 6ng ta dwa né cho Tock, va chu ché 1ap tiéc hit titng giot nwdc mot
tlr giéng nay sang giéng kia.

“Va cu6i cung, t6i mudn dao mot céi 16 qua vach da nay, va day la mot
cai kim dé dao.” Bo Bip sot sang cam lay cay kim dé khoét 16p da.

Khi ca ba da bat tay vao viéc r6i thi quy 6ng dé chiu kia quay lai cho
cai cay va lai dva lwng vao doé réi nhin vo van xubi con dwong, trong khi
Milo, Tock, va Bo Bip lam viéc tr gio nay qua gio khac, tr gio nay qua gio
khac, tr gio nay qua gio khac, tr gio nay qua gio khac, tv gio nay qua gio
khac, tir gio nay qua gio khac, tr gio' nay qua gio khac, tv gio nay qua gio
khac, tr gio nay qua gio khac, tr gio nay qua gio khac...
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17. Uy ban khéng chao dén*

Bo Bip vtra lam viéc vira vui vé huyt sdo, vi né sung swéng nhat khi
lam mot viéc khéng can suy nghi gi hét. Sau mot quang thoi gian nhw dai
dén may ngay, n6 da dao dugc mot céi 16 chwra di nhét ngdn cai vao. Tock di
di lai lai khong ngirng, miéng ngdm chiéc 6ng nhd, nhung cai giéng day gan
nhu van day nhuw cdi, con déng cdy mdi cua Milo nhw chwa c6 gi.

“La that,” Milo n6i, van khong ngirng lam viéc. “T¢ da lam viéc tir ndy
dén gio ma chang thdy mét hay déi gi cd. TG c6 thé lam viéc nhu thé nay
mai cling dugc.”

“Co 1€ cau sé lam thé day,” ngwoi dan ong kia trd 10i va ngap dai (hay it
nhat nghe ciing nhv mot tiéng ngap).

“Gia ma t@ biét minh sé phdi lam viéc trong bao 1au,” Mio thi tham khi
chu ché di ngang qua cho cau.

“Sao cau khong dung quyén trugng than cia cau dé tinh xem sao?”
Tock dap, c6 hét sttc dé ndi cho r6 ranh trong khi ngdm chiéc 6ng nho giot
trong miéng.

Milo 16i chiéc but chi sang béng trong nguwc do ra va nhanh chéng tinh
duwgc rang, vdi toc do nay thi bon ho sé mat tdm tram ba mwdi bay nam mdi
hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia minh.

“Xin 16i 6ng,” cau noi, giat giat tay ao cia ngwoi dan ong va gio to gidy
c6 phép tinh ctia minh 1én cho 6ng ta xem, “nhwng sé phai mat tam tram ba
muoi bdy nam madi lam xong hét nhitng viéc nay a.”

“Thé a?” nguwoi dan 6ng kia dap ma chang bu6n quay dau lai. “Thé thi
cau nén tiép tuc lam di con gi.”

“Nhung lam thé nay chang bd cong,” Milo khé néi.

“CHANG BO CONG AY A!” ngudi dan 6ng tiic t6i gam lén.
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“Chau chi dinh néi la c6é 1é cong viéc nay khong hé trong cho lam,”
Milo nhac lai, c6 khong to ra bat lich su.

“Tat nhién la khong hé trong r6i,” ngwoi dan ong gian dit gam ghe.
“Néu la viéc hé trong thi ta da chang mwon cac cau lam.” Va gio day, khi
ong ta quay mat lai nhin ho, trong 6ng ta khong con dé chiu nhw trirde nita.

“Thé thi tai sao chiing t6i lai phai lam?” Tock héi, chiéc chudng bao
thitc ctia n6 bong reo vang.

“Bai vi, nhitng ban tré ctia to6i,” 6ng ta cau kinh Iam bam, “con gi quan
trong hon la 1am nhitng viéc khong quan trong? Néu cac ban lam nhiéu viéc
khong quan trong thi cac ban sé khong bao gio tGi dugc dich dén ctia minh.”
Ong ta diém thém vao cau cudi ndy mot tiéng cudi tham doc.

“Vay thi 6ng han la...” Milo ha h6c miéng.

“Pung thé!” nguwdi dan ong kia dac thang rit 1én. “Ta la Linh Tinh Kinh
Khing, con quy ctia nhitng viéc lat vat va nhitng nhiém vu v@ van, yéu tinh
cling nhitng c6 gang phi hoai, va quai vat cta thoi déu déu lap lai.”

Bo Bip danh roi cdy kim va tr6 mat nhin sitng sot trong khi Milo va
Tock tw tw 1ui ra xa.

“Pirng c6 tim cach bo tron,” ga no ra 1énh, khoat tay ham doa, “vi con
rat nhiéu viéc phai lam, ma cac nguwdi van con hon tam tram nam nita mai
lam xong cong viéc dau tién.”

“Nhung tai sao lai chi lam nhitng viéc khong quan trong?” Milo hoi,
cau chgt nhd ra moi ngay cau da tiéu ton bao nhiéu thai gian cho nhitng viéc
do.

“Hay nghi ma xem, né sé gidi quyét dwgc bao nhiéu van deé,” han giai
thich, va trén mat han nhw dang c6 mot nu cwdi hiém ac — do la néu han cuoi
duge. “Néu chi lam nhitng viéc dé dang va vo nghia, cac nguoi sé khong
bao gio phai lo lang vé nhitng viéc quan trong von rat kho khan kia nita. Cac
ngwoi khong con thoi gian cho viéc d6. Béi vi ludn cé viéc gi dé khién cac
nguwoi sao nhang khdi viéc cac nguoi 1é ra nén lam, va néu khong vi cai
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quyeén tregng than dang ghét kia thi cac nguwoi da chang bao gid biét la minh
dang phi pham bao nhiéu thoi gian.”

Vira n6i han vira tir tir nhén chan di vé phia ho, hai tay dang ra, va ti€p
tuc thi tham bang giong eo uodt, phinh pho, “Hay & lai véi ta di. Chung ta sé
c6 rat nhiéu tro vui. Ludn cé nhitng thi¢ phai dé vao va nhitng thi¢ phai do ra,
nhitng thit phdi dem di va nhitng thit phai dem vé, nhitng thit phai nhat 1én
va nhitng thit phai dat xuéng, ro6i ngoai ra chiing ta con cé but chi phai got,
16 phai dao, dinh phai dap cho thang, tem phai liém, va con vo6 s6 viéc khac
nita. Néu cac nguoi ¢ lai day, cac nguoi sé khong bao gio phai suy nghi gi
nita — va chi can luyén tap chut it 1a cac nguwoi da co thé tré thanh nhitng con
quai vat caa théi déu déu lap lai.”

Ca ba déu dirng hinh trudc giong ndéi ve vudt cua tén Linh Tinh, nhung
ding luc han dinh vo 14y ho bang nhitng ngén tay mong cat stta dep dé thi
mot tiéng kéu bdng vang lén, “CHAY DI! CHAY DI!”

Milo twéng do 1a Tock, lién quay ngoat ngudi lao 1én trén dwdong mon.

“CHAY DI! CHAY DI!” tiéng noi do6 lai vang 1én, va lan nay Tock ngd
dé la Milo nén voi chay theo cau.

“CHAY DPI! CHAY PI!” tiéng néi d6 lai giuc gid, va gid thi Bo Bip,
khong can biét 1a ai bao, cuéng cuong chay theo hai ngwdi ban ctia minh,
trong khi tén Linh Tinh Kinh Khing dudi theo sat got.

“Duwong nay! Puong nay!” giong noi no lai goi. Ho bam theo giong
noi, troe 1én nhitng tang da tron trugt, ci treo lén dwgc mot budc thi lai truot
xuong mot buwdc. Sau khi c6 gang hét mic va dugc Tock dung chan d& may
lan, ho md&i 1én dwgc dén dinh nui, nhwng chi cach tén Linh Tinh dang gian
di¥ c6 hai budc.

“O day! O day!” giong néi kia lai goi, va khong chan chir mét giay, ho
lao qua mot viing lay nhay dinh nhap, va chang may chdc da bi dinh dén c6
chan, r6i dau goi, r6i dén hong, cho t6i khi ho dang bi bom 16i mot cai gi dé
giong hét nhw la mot hé day bo lac ngap dén ngang that lung.
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Tén Linh Tinh chgt phat hién ra mét dong séi can dugc dém nén khong
du6i theo ho nita, ma chi ditng bén miéng hd di dt nam tay, hét 1én nhitng
10i de doa khiing khiép, va thé sé goi hét 1ii quy trong day nui ra.

“Thay ma ghé,” Milo thd hon hén, chan cau hau nhu khong nhtic nhich
noi nita. “T'6i mong la sé khong bao gio gap lai han nita.”

“Hinh nhw han khong dudi theo chiing ta nita r6i,” con bg ngoai nhin
lai phia sau va noi.

“T6i khong lo vé cai & phia sau dau,” Tock néi khi ho budc ra khéi cai
ho sinh lay, “ma la cai & phia trudc kia.”

“Ctr di thang! Ct di thang!” giong no6i kia chi vé trong khi ho tiép tuc
rén rén do budc trén 16i mon mdéi.

“Gio thi budc 1én! Bwdc 1én!” giong noi kia lai bao, va ho chwa kip biét
dau dudi ra sao thi da bwdc 1én roi roi thang xuéng mot day vue tdéi om om.

“Nhwng no6 néi budc Ién ma!” Milo cau kinh phan nan tr ch6 cau dang
nam nga song soai.

“Ta hy vong la cac nguwoi khéng hy vong minh sé di dugc dén dau bang
cach nghe 10i ta day chit,” giong noéi kia han hoan cat Ién.

“Chung ta sé khong bao gio ra khéi day dwgc mat,” Bo Bip rén ri, nhin
1én vach viye tron nhan, doc dirng.

“Mieu ta tinh hinh nhw vay thi qua la chinh xac,” giong noi kia lanh
lung tra 10i.

“Thé sao mi lai gitip bon ta?” Milo titc t6i hét lén.

“0), ai ta ciing gitp ca,” n6 dap; “ta chuyén dwa ra nhitng 16i khuyén toi
ma. Vi, cac nguoi thay day, ta la con quai vat miii dai, mat xanh, t6c xoan,
miéng rong, co to, vai dai, nguoi tron, tay ngan, chan vong kiéng, ban chan
to — va, xin dugc man phép néi rang ta la con quy dang so nhat trong ca
vung hoang vu vang vé nay. Khi ta & day thi cdc nguwoi ditng hong trén
thoat.” No6i roi né dén bén miéng vire va nhin xudng ba tu nhan bat Iyc cta
minh.
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Tock va Bo Bip s¢ hai quay di, nhung Milo, gid da hoc duwgc rang
khong phai ltc nao ngudi ta cling nhw nhitng gi ho ty nhan, lién v 1dy cai
ong nhom va ty minh nhin cho ky. Va kia, bén mép vuc, thay vi mot con
quy nhu ciu twéng, chi la mot sinh vat nho bé 16ng 14 véi cap mat day lo
ngai va nu cuoi bén lén.

“Mi chang c6 miii dai, mat xanh, téc xoan, miéng rong, co to, vai dai,
nguoi tron, tay ngan, chan vong kiéng hay ban chan to gi cd — va mi ciing
chang dang sg chit nao,” Milo buc boi néi. “Mi la loai quy gi?”

Con vat nhé bé kia c6 vé sitng so vi bi phat hién, lién nhady 1ui ra sau
tranh di va bat dau khe khé rén ri.

“Ta la con quy gia déi,” n6 nac lén. “Ta khong noi that long, ta khong
lam that long, va ta khong séng that long. Nhitng ai tin vao 10i ta déu di lac
dwong va ¢ lai d6, nhung nguoi véi cai ong nhom dang ghét cta ngwoi da
lam hong hét cad. Ta vé nha day.” Ro6i vira khéc nitc nd n6 vira giam chan
giam cang bo di.

“Pung la nhin thau ddo moi thit thi c6 1gi that,” Milo vira nhan xét vira
g0bi cai ong nhom lai hét sttc can than.

“Gio chung ta chi viéc treo ra thoi,” Tock néi, ddt hai chan truede 1én
cao hét mitc trén vach vue. “Nhay 1én lung t6i di.”

Milo tréo 1én vai chi ché. Roi con bo tréo 1én ca hai nguwoi, va khi ditng
lén dau Milo, né c6 thé moéc gay vao mot céi ré cady day mau. Vira kéu ca
khong ngirng, con bo vira bam chac vao do trong khi Milo va Tock tréo qua
dau no6 roi 16i n6 — lic nay dang choang vang va chan nan — 1én.

“T6i sé dan dwong mot lic,” Bo Bip phui bui trén nguwdi réi néi. “Hay
di theo t6i va chiing ta sé c6 thé tranh xa moi rac ro6i.”

N6 dan ca bon di doc mot trong nam go da hep, tat ca déu dan dén mot
vung binh nguyén go ghé ran nitt. Ho dirng lai day mot 1at dé nghi ngoi va
1én ké hoach, nhung chwa kip lam gi thi cd ngon nui da rung lén dir doi, r6i
dot nhién vuon cao lén troi, dem ho theo cung. Hoa ra la ho da vo tinh treo
1én ban tay chai san cua tén Khong L6 Thach.
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“XEM CHUNG TA CO GI PAY NAO!” hin gam Ién, to mo nhin
xuong ba dang nguwoi nho xiu dang co rum trong tay minh — roi liém moi.

Ngay ca khi ng6i xuéng kich thudc cta han cling that dang né. Han cé
mai téc dai réi tung, cdp mat 16i twéng, va chang cé hinh thu gi rd rét. Thyc
ra, trong han giong hét maot bat thach khong 16, chi khac la khong c6 bat.

“SAO CAC NGUOI DAM PHA VO GIAC NGU TRUA CUA TA!”
han gian dit quat 16n, va hoi thd néng hoi han pha ra manh dén noi ca ba
nguoi 1t hanh lan 16ng 16c trén tay han.

“Chung t6i hét sirc xin 16i,” Milo khim ntim néi khi da ditng day duoc,
“nhung nhin 6ng giong hét mot phan cua qua nuai.”

“Tat nhién roi,” tén khong 16 tra 161, giong binh thuwdng hon (nhung
ngay ca khi ay nghe van nhw bom n6). “Ta khong c6 hinh hai riéng, vi vay ta
phai bat chwdc hinh ctia bat ky thit gi & gan minh. O trén ndi thi ta 1a mot
dinh nui cao chét vot, bén bo bién ta lai 1a mot dai cat rong, trong rirng ta la
mot cay s6i co thy, va d6i khi trong thanh pho ta lai 1a mot toa nha mwoi hai
tang oai vé. Ta rat ghét bi chu y; nhw thé that khong an toan chut nao.” Roi
han lai nhin ho bang cap mat doéi khat va ty hoi an ho thi c6 ngon khong.

“Ong to 16n nhu thé nay thi viéc gi phai so bat ky thi gi,” Milo voi noi,
vi tén khong 16 da bat dau ha to miéng.

“Pau c06,” han noéi, khé rung minh mot cai lam ca than thé séng sanh.
“Ta so tat ca moi thit. Chinh vi thé ta mdéi dir dan thé nay. Néu moi nguoi
phat hién ra thi ta chét mat. Gio hay trat tw cho ta an sang nao.” Han dua tay
vé phia cai miéng ha hoac, va Bo Bip lién nham nghién mat r6i dwa hai tay
om dau.

“Thé thi 6ng khong phai 1a mdt con quy dang so v?” Milo tuyét vong
hoéi, cdu mong rang tén khong 16 da dugc day la khong dugce noi chuyén
trong luc dang an.

“O thi cfing gan gan nhu thé,” hin déap, lai ha tay xudng khién con bo
nhe nhém ca ngudi: “ma thyc ra so véi nhitng con quy khéc thi khong. Y ta
la, cling dai loai — hay noi cach khac, ang chung la vay. Cac nguwoi nghi sao?
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bay, nguoi thay chuwa,” han dan doéi ndi; “ta con sg khong dam dwa ra mot
10i khang dinh nita co. Vi thé xin dirng hoi ta gi nita, khéng ta an mat ngon
bay gio.” Roi han lai dwa tay 1én, dinh nu6t ching ca ba.

“Sao 6ng khong gitp ching t6i gidi cttu Van biéu va Ly Tinh? Khi ay
moi chuyén c6 thé sé kha hon,” Milo lai hét 1én, lan nay thi suyt nita qua
muon, vi chi trong tich tac nita thoi la ho da bi nuot mat.

“0, ta khong muon lam thé dau,” tén khong 16 ndi, vé suy tw, va lai ha
tay xuéng. “Y ta 13, ct dé yén moi chuyén ching hon sao? S& ching cé tac
dung gi dau. Ta khng muon liéu. Ta dinh néi la, hdy ci¢ gitt nguyén moi thi
nhw bay gio — thay doi that la dang sg.” Trong lic noi, han cé vé nhu sap
phat 6m dén noi. “C6 1€ ta sé chi an thit mot tén trong s6 cac nguwoi thoi,”
han rau 11 bao, “va dé danh hai tén con lai. Ta thdy khong dwgc khée lam.”

“T0i co y nay hay hon,” Milo noi.

“Thé a?” tén khong 16 ngit 15, va hoan toan mat cam giac thém &n. “Y
twong la thit ta khdng bao gio nudt noi: ching that l1a kho tiéu.”

“T6i c6 mot hop day moi y twong trén doi day,” Milo noi, tw hao gio ra
hop qua Vua Azaz cho cau.

Chi nghi dén diéu d6 thoi tén khong 16 da khiép hai dén noi han bat dau
run Ién nhw mot céi banh ptt dinh khong 16.

“HAY CHO TA XUONG VA PI BL,” hin van vi, thodng chéc quén
mat tiéu 13 ai dang nim ai trong tay; “VA LAM ON BUNG MO CAI HOP
DO RA!”

R6i han lap tic tha ho xuéng dinh ndi gap ghénh canh do6 va, mat day
vé hodng hot, voi chay di bdo cho nhitng con quy khac vé moi nguy méi
nay.

Nhung tin titc lan di rat nhanh. Chim Cwdép Loi, tén Linh Tinh, va con
quai vat miii dai, mat xanh, t6c xoan, miéng rong, co to, vai dai, ngwoi tron,
tay ngan, chan vong kiéng, ban chan to da loan bao nguy hiém khap ca day
nui xau xa, mé muoi.
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Va bon quy tda ra — trong moi hang hoc, qua moi khe k€, tir dugi da
chui ra, tir dwdi bun chui 1én, chan gidam ram ram hodac kéo 1€, bo trwon, tién
qua béng t6i am u. T4t cd bon ching chi c6 mot y nghi duy nhat trong dau:
tieu diét nhitng ké xam pham va bao vé Day Nui U Me.

Tir cho dang ditng, Milo, Tock va Bo Bip c6 thé thay ching dang tir ti
tién dén, con cach mot khodng rit xa nhung dang nhanh choéng lai gan. Moi
vach da déu nhu song day véi du loai hinh thu dang bo 16m ngom, di lao
dédo, budc ron rén. Co con ho nhin thay rd, c6 con chi la nhitng cai bong 10
mo, vdy ma van con nhiéu con quy khac, gio méi thitc giac tir hang 6 hoi
ham, dang tiép tuc tién tdi va sé sém ap dén khién ho trd tay khong kip.

“Chung ta phai di ngay thoi,” Tock stia, “khong ching sé bat dugc
ching ta ngay.” Va né lai chay lén trén 16i mon.

Milo hit mot hoi that sdu va lam theo; con con bo, khi da biét sau lung
c6 gi, lién lao tdi trwde vai long hang hai vira dugc goi day.
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18. Lau dai Khong Trung

Ho tréo 1én cao dan, tim kiém toa lau dai va hai nang c6ng chua bi day
ai — tir dinh nui nay sang dinh nui kia, tir tdng da g6 ghé nay sang tang da go
ghé khac, tréo 1én nhitng vach da cé thé sut 16 bat ky Iic nao va bam theo
nhitng g& da hep dén noéi chi sdy chan mot céi la di tong. Mot sy im lang
dang sg bao trum lén tit cd nhu mGt tdm man, va ngoai trtr tiéng bwdc chan
cudng cuong cua ho thi chang con mot am thanh nao khac. Thé giéi quen
thuéc ma Milo biét da cach xa ca nghin y nghi, con bon quy thi — bon quy ¢
ngay day chi cach ho mot chut.

“Chung sap bat kip r6i!” Bo Bip kéu 16n, wéc gia minh dirng ngoai nhin
lai.

“Nhung né kia r6i!” ctuing lic dé Milo ciling reo 1én, vi ngay treéc mat
ho, vion 1én trén dinh nii cao nhat, la mot cau thang xody 6¢ manh dé, va
trén dinh thang la Lau dai Khong Trung.

“T6i thay roi, t6i thay roi,” con bo sung swéng noéi trong khi ho vat va
tréo 1én 16i mon ngoan ngoeo. Nhung né da khong thdy mot nguwdi dan 6ng
nho bé map tron mac 4o khoac dai, dang nam cudn tron tridc bac thang dau
tién, ngu say trén mot cudn s6 cai rat to va cii ky.

Sau tai 6ng ta c6 cai mot cay but 16ng ngong dai, khap mat, tay va quan
ao ong ta day day vét muc, va ong ta deo cap kinh day nhat Milo tirng thay
trén doi.

“Hét sitc can than nhé,” Tock thi tham khi ho 1én dén dinh nui, va Bo
Bip rén rén buéc vong qua dé 1én cau thang.

“TEN GI?” ngudi dan 6ng nhé bé goi to ngay khi con bo vira 1én dén
bac dau tién, 1am né giat ban minh. Ong ta ngbdi bat day, 16i cudn s6 ra, deo
vao mot cai ludi trai mau xanh dé che mat, va gio cay bt 1én chd doi.

“0, t6i...” con bo 14p bép.
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“TEN GI?” 6ng ta lai quét, r6i m& trang 512 cuia s6 ra va bit dau viét
lia lia. Cay but phat ra tiéng sot soat nghe ghé ca rang, va ngoi but lién tuc bi
vuéng vao gidy, lam muc ban tung tée lén khap ngwoi ong ta. Trong khi ho
doc tén minh, ong ta can than viét theo thit tw ABC.

“Tuyét, tuyét, tuyét,” 6ng ta 1am bam mot minh — “Lau lam ro6i toi
khong c6 ai tén bat dau bang chit M.”

“Ong can tén chiing t6i 1am gi?” Milo hoéi, lo ling ngodi nhin ra sau
lwng. “Chung toi dang voi.”

“0, chi mat mot phut théi,” nguoi dan ong ca quyét “T6i 1a Nguoi Lay
Y Thitc™, va toi phai c6 thdng tin thi méi 14y dugce y thitc cta cac ban. Gid
xin hay cho biét ngay thang nam sinh, noi sinh, tai sao ban lai dugc sinh ra,
bay gio ban bao nhiéu tudi, lat nita ban sé bao nhiéu tudi, tén ctia me ban, bo
ban, di ban, chi ban, anh chi em ho cta ban, noi & ctia ban, ban da song & do6
bao 1au, cac truong hoc cii cua ban, nhitng treong ban khong theo hoc, s&
thich cta ban, s6 dién thoai, c& giay, cd 4o, cd cb 4o, cd mii, cung vdi tén va
dia chi cua sau ngudi c6 thé xac minh nhitng théng tin nay, réi ching ta sé
bat dau. Lan luwot tirng nguwdi mot; hay xép thanh hang mot, khong x6 day,
khong noi chuyén rieng, khong nhin ngo.”

Bo Bip, von khong thé nhé noi diéu gi, bat dau trudc. Nguwdi dan 6ng
nho bé tir tir sao chép lai tirng thong tin vao nam cho khéac nhau, chéc chéc
lai dirng tay dé lau kinh, hing giong, chinh lai ca vat va xi mui. Ong ta cfing
khién cho con bo khon kho bi dinh muc tir dau dén chan.

“NGUOI TIEP THEO!” éng ta trinh trong goi to.

“Gia ma 6ng ta nhanh 1én nhi,” Milo bwdc tGi néi, vi & dang xa cau da
c6 thé thdy con quy dau tién leo 1én dinh nui va tién vé phia ho, chac vai
phtt nita la dén day roi.

Nguoi dan 6ng no viét cham khéng chiu no6i, mai r6i Milo va Tock md&i
xong, va ong ta vui vé nhin lén.

“Gio chung t6i di dugc chwa?” chi ché hoi, cai mii thinh ctia né da
ngtri thay mot mui kho chiu, ghé tdm, dang moi lic mét manh 1én.
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“Tat nhién roi,” nguwoi dan ong noi, vé dé dai, “ngay khi cac ban cho t6i
biét chiéu cao, can nang, s6 sach cac ban doc trong mét nam, so sach cac
ban khong doc trong mot nam, thoi gian cac ban danh ra moéi ngay dé an,
choi, lam viéc va ngu, noi cac ban thuong di nghi, s6 kem 6c qué cac ban an
trong mot tuan, khoang cach tir nha cac ban dén quan cat téc, va mau sac cac
ban yéu thich. R6i sau d6, cac ban hay dién vao cac don va phiéu nay — moi
ngwoi ba ban — va can than nhé, vi néu dién sai mot cho thi cac ban sé phai
viét lai tir dau day.”

“Qi troi,” Milo néi, nhin déng gidy td, “bon minh sé& ching bao gid 1am
xong mat.” Va trong lic d6, 1t quy van dang rén rén tréo 1én nui.

“Nao, nao,” Ngwdi Lay Y Thitc néi, hoan hi tw cudi khing khuc véi
minh, “mat cd ngay bay gio. Nhitng ngwoi khach khac cé thé dén bat i lic
nao day.”

Ho vo0i va dién vao nhitng mau don rac roi, va khi dién xong, Milo xép
tat ca vao 1ong nguoi dan 6ng nho thé no. Ong ta lich sy cam on ho, thao céi
lwGi trai ra, cai cay but vao sau tai, dong cuén so6 vao, va lai ngu thiép di. Bo
Bip hodng s¢ nhin vé phia sau va voi va di 1én cau thang.

“DIEM DEN?” Nguwoi Lay Y Thitc quat, va lai ngdi lén, deo cai ludi
trai, 16i but tir trén tai xuéng, va ma so ra.

“Nhung t6i twéng la...” con bo nghét mat phan doi

“DIEM PEN?” 6ng ta nhéc lai va ghi mdy 16i chu thich vao cuén sé.

“Lau dai Khong Trung,” Milo s6t rudt dap.

“Viéc gi cac cau phai di dén d6?” Ngudi Ldy Y Thic néi, chi vé phia
xa. “To6i dam chac cau muodn xem thit kia hon nhiéu.”

Nghe 0ng ta ndi, ca ba lién ngang 1én, nhung chi c6 Milo la nhin thay
mot ganh xiéc hap dan ryc rd sac mau & phia chan trgi. C6 vo s6 nhitng
chiéc léu, cadc man dién phy, cac tro choi, va ca thid hoang nita — da moi thi
cho mot chi bé nhin ngam su6t nhiéu tiéng dong ho.
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“Con cau thi chac s& mu6n ngti mot mui dé chiu hon ch®?” 6ng ta
quay sang hoi Tock.

Gan nhu ngay lap tirc chid ché ngwri thdy mot mui tuyét voi ma khong ai
khac c6 thé ngwi thdy. D6 1a mot mui pha tron da loai hwong vi ma cai mii
to mo cua n6 thich kham pha.

“Con day la mét thit ma t6i biét cau sé thich nghe,” 6ng ta ca quyét véi
Bo Bip.

Con bo mé mai lang nghe mot thit ma chi c6 né nghe dwoc — tiéng ho
reo va hoan h6 cia mot dam doéng khong 10, danh riéng cho né.

Ca bon dirng tro ra nhw bi théi mién, nhin, ngti va nghe nhitng diéu
ddc biét ma Nguoi Lay Y Thitc da danh riéng cho ho, quén hén chuyén minh
dang di dau, quén han nhitng ké xau xa dang tién tdi sau lung minh.

Nguwoi Lay Y Thitc ngdi xudng, mot nu cudi dic thing nd trén bo miit
hip hip cua 6ng ta, trong khi nhitng con quy ti€én dén moi ltic mot gan hon,
cho téi khi ching chi con cach nhitng nan nhan bat lyc chwa day mot phuit.

Nhuwng Milo dang qua mai mé ngam ganh xi€c nén khong dé y, Tock
thi d@ nham mat lai dé tan hwdng mui hwong, con con bo thi dang ding do,
cli chao va vay tay, v@i vé hanh phuc tot do trén mat, khong chu y dén gi
khac ngoai tiéng hoan ho6 vang ddi.

Nguoi dan ong nho tho kia da hoan thanh t6t nhiém vu cta minh, va
ngoai trtr tiéng bo trwon ghé sg ngay dudi dinh nui, thi tat cd moi thi da im
lang trd lai. Milo, dang ditng nhin tran tran vé phia xa, dé céi tii dung qua
tudt khéi vai roi xuong dat. Pung lic do, goéi am thanh v& tung, lam ca
khong trung tran ngap nhitng tiéng cwdi gion tan vui vé dén noi mdi dau
Milo, roi Tock, va ca Bo Bip cling cudi theo. Va dot nhién bua mé bi pha bé.

“Chang c6 ganh xiéc nao cd,” Milo kéu 1én, nhan ra minh da bi lira.

“Khong c6 mui hwvong nao ca,” Tock sua, chiéc dong ho bao thitc réo
vang.

“Tiéng vo tay bién mat r6i,” Bo Bip that vong phan nan.
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“Ta di canh bdo v6i cac nguoi ma; ta da canh bdo ta 1a Ngudi Ldy Y
Thitc ma,” Nguoi Ly Y Thitc cudi khdy. “Ta gidp moi ngudi thdy cai ho
khong tim kiém, nghe céi ho khong lang nghe, chay theo cai ho khong dudi
theo, va ngtri thdy nhitng mui hvong khong c6 do. Va, hon nita,” lao cuoi
khuing khuc, nhay nhot trén doi chan ngan ciin, “ta con an cap ca y dinh caa
cac nguoi, ldy di y thitc vé trach nhiém cta cac nguoi, pha huy kha nang
phan xét cia cac nguoi — va chi con thiéu mét thi nita thoi la cac nguoi sé
hoan toan bat luwc.”

“Po la cai gi?” Milo so hai hoi.

“Chirng nao cac nguoi con tiéng cwdi,” ldo tic toi rén ri, “thi ta khong
thé 14y di khiéu hai hwéc ctia cac ngwoi — ma c6 khiéu hai hwée thi cac
ngwoi chang phai so ta nita.”

“Nhung con BON CHUNG thi sa0?” con bo hoang hét kéu 1én, vi ditng
lic do6 nhitng con quy ciing da 1én dén dinh nui va dang lao t6i dé bat ho.

Ho chay vé phia ciu thang, x6 ngd ca Nguoi Ly Y Thitc dang rau ri,
cung vGi ca so sach, lo muc va cai IuGi trai cta lao. Bo Bip nhdy lén bac
thang dau tién, r6i dén Tock, va cudi cung la Milo, suyt nita thi khéng kip vi
mot canh tay day vay da cham vao giay cau.

Nhitng bac thang cheo leo run run trong gié dén chéng ca mat, va
nhitng con quy vung vé khéng dam duoi theo, nhung ching gao ru day gian
dit, thé sé tra thu, va nhitng con mat ryc Iira cia ching nhin theo trong khi
ba dang ngwdi nhé bé tir tir bién vao tang may.

“Pung nhin xudng,” Milo néi trong khi con bg ldo dao tréo 1én trén
bang d6i chan run ray.

Twa nhuw mot cai ma@ nat chai khong 16, cau thang xoan 6¢ qua béng t6i,
vita doc vira hep, lai khong c6 tay vin dan dwong cho ho. Lan gié doc dia
thdc tdi hong x6 ho nga xudng, va man swong thi tho nhitng ngén tay lanh
bu6t xuéng lwng ho; nhwng ho van tiép tuc tréo 1én cac bac thang cheo leo,
ngwoi nay gitup nguwoi kia, cho t¢i khi may ré ra, bong t6i tan bién, va anh
mat troi am ap chao don ho. Cong lau dai nhe nhang mé ra. Ho buéc vao dai
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sanh, dat chan 1én mo6t tdim tham ém ai nhuw tuyét méi roi, réi ho bén 1én
ding do cho doi.

“M0i vao; ching t6i da doi cac ban ti 1au r6i,” hai giong n6i ngot ngao
dong thanh vang lén.

O cudi sanh, m&t tdim rém bac vén 1én va hai c6 gai tré budc ra. Ho mac
toan do trang va xinh dep khong gi sanh n6i. Mot c6 nghiém trang va lang
18, mat dwgm vé thau hiéu néng hau, con co kia nom that vui vé va sbi noi.

“Chac han chi la Coéng chda Ly Tinh Thuan Tidy,” Milo néi, cii chao co
th nhat.

Co chi trd 10i, “Phai,” nhung thé 1a du.

“Con chi la Van Diéu Ngot Ngao,” cau mim cuwdi véi co thit hai.

Mat c6 sang ruc 1én va co6 dap 16i bang mot tiéng cwoi than thién nhw
tiéng chudng cua nguwdi dwa thw bao cho ban biét 1a minh c6 thu.

“Ching em dén dé giai thoat cho cac chi day,” Milo nghiém trang giai
thich.

“Con bon quy thi van theo séat phia sau,” Bo Bip lo lang néi, van con
run ray sau thi thach vira qua.

“Va chung ta nén di ngay,” Tock khuyeén.

“Q, chiing khong ddm 1én day dau,” Ly Tinh diu dang néi; “va ching ta
sé sGm xuong do thoi.”

“Sao cac ban khong ngo6i nghi mét lat di?” Van biéu madi. “Chac cac
ban mét lam ro6i. Cac ban di lau 1am méi t6i day ding khong?”

“Hang bao nhiéu ngay r6i,” chi ché mét nhoai thé phao va cudn tron
lai trén mot cai goi to ém ru.

“Ca may tuan roi ay chit,” con bo chinh lai, va ng6i phich xuéng mot
cai ghé banh dé chiu, vi n6 thay nhw da la may tuan roi that.

“Dung la mot chuyén di rat dai,” Milo ndi, tréo 1én chiéc x6 pha hai
cong chda dang ngoi; “nhwng 1€ ra bon em da c6 thé dén day sém hon néu
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em khong mac nhiéu sai lam dén thé. Em e rdang tat ca la 16i ctia em hét.”

“Em dirng bao gio thdy qua buon vi mac 16i,” Ly Tinh nhe nhang giai
thich; “mién la em nhé rdt ra bai hoc tir nhitng 16i lam dy. Vi em sé hoc
dwgc nhiéu khi pham sai lam vi nhitng 1y do ding dan, hon la khi em lam
dung vi nhitng 1y do sai lam.”

“Nhung c6 qua nhiéu diéu can hoc,” cau n6i, nhiu may vé tw Iy.

“Pung vay,” Van Diéu thtra nhan; “nhung hoc dwgc moi tht khong
phai la diéu quan trong duy nhat. Quan trong hon la em phai hoc duwgc cach
van dung nhitng diéu minh da hoc, va hiéu dwgc 1y do tai sao em can hoc
ching.”

“Y em la thé ddy,” Milo giai thich trong khi Tock va con bo vi qua mét
da nga thiép di. “Nhiéu diéu em can biét lai c6 vé vo bé dén noi em chang
hiéu phai hoc ching dé lam gi.”

“Bay gio thi c6 thé em chuwa hiéu,” Cong chtia Ly Tinh Thuan Tty ndi,
nhin khuén mat boi réi cia Milo, vé thau hiéu, “nhung tat cd nhitng diéu
ching ta hoc déu c6 muc dich, cling nhw moi diéu ching ta lam déu c6 anh
hwéng téi tat ca moi thit, moi nguwdi xung quanh ta, du theo nhitng cach rat
nho. Khi mot con rud6i vo canh, mot lan gi6 sé pha ra khap thé gian; khi mot
hat bui roi xuéng, dia cau sé nang lén thém; va khi em giam chan, trai dat sé
quay chéch hwéng mot chit. Khi em cwdi, niém vui sé lan tda ra nhu gon
nuwdc trén mat ho; con khi em buoén thi nghia la khong phai moi ngudi déu
dang vui. Vi kién thitc cling vay thoi, vi moi khi em hoc duge mot diéu
mdi, ca thé gidi sé cang thém phong pha.”

“Va em cling can nhé,” Céng chtia Van Diéu Ngot Ngao ndi 101, “rang
nhiéu noi em muon thdy khong cé tén trén ban do va nhiéu diéu em muon
biét cling khong & trong tam mat hodc tam véi cia em. Nhing mot ngay kia
em sé nam bat dwgc tit ca, bdi nhitng diéu em hoc dwgc hom nay c6 vé
chang vi ly do nao khéc, sé gitip em kham pha nhitng bi mat ky diéu cua
ngay mai.”
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“Em nghi la em hiéu r6i a,” Milo néi, dau van day nhitng cau héi va y
nghi; “nhwng cai gi mdi la quan trong nhat...”

Pung lic dé cudc tro chuyén caa ho bi ngat quang béi mot tiéng chat tw
xa vang lai. Cit sau mot cu chat, cd can phong va moi do dac trong phong lai
rung lén loang xoang. Bén dudi, trén dinh ndi mo mit, 1 quy dang ban ron
chat gy cau thang bang riu, bta va cwa. Chang may choc ca cau thang da do
xuong “ram” mot tiéng rod to, Bo Bip hot hoang bat day ding lic ca toa lau
dai tr tiv bay 1én khong trung.

“Chung ta dang bay mat!” no6 hét Ién, mac du moi nguoi déu da thay ro
diéu do.

“Chuing ta nén di thoi,” Van Diéu khé néi, va Ly Tinh gat dau dong
tinh.

“Nhung ching ta lam cdch nao ma xudng dugc bay gio?” Bo Bip rén
1én khi nhin xu6éng dong d6 nat bén dwdi. “Khong con cau thang nita, ma
chiing ta dang bay moi liic mot cao.”

“0), thoi gian thudng trdi nhw bay, phai khéng?” Milo héi.

“Thwong xuyén,” Tock sta va sot sang nhay bat day. “T6i sé chd moi
nguwoi xudng.”

“Cau c6 ché dwgc tat ca ching to6i khéng?” con bo hoi.

“Mot quang ngan thi dugc,” chi ché ngam nghi. “Hai cong chua c6 thé
cudi lén lwng t6i, Milo thi bam 1ay dudi toi, con 6ng thi bam vao chan cau
é’y”

“Nhung con Lau dai Khong Trung thi sao?” con bo phan déi, né chang
thich thu gi cach sap xép do.

“Ctt dé cho no troi di,” Van Diéu noi.

“Nhu thé cang t6t,” Ly Tinh thém vao, “vi cho du c6 dep dé dén dau di
chang ntta thi no cting chi la mgt nha tu ma thoi.”
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Tock lién lui lai ba buéc, roi, sau khi chay lay da, n6 lao qua ctta so
cung cac hanh khach ctia minh, va bat dau chao liéng lwgn xuéng dat. Hai
cong chia ngoi vuon thang ngwdi, khong hé so hai, Milo thi bAm chat 13y
dudi chad cho, con con bo thi lac lw lién héi nhw dudi diéu. Ho lao qua bong
t6i, lao vé phia rang nui va lii quai vat bén dwdi.
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19. Su tré lai ciia Van DPiéu va Ly Tinh

Sau khi lwét qua ba dinh nui cao nhat, swgt qua canh tay vuion 1én cta
bon quy hong tim lay ho, ho xudng dén dat va ha canh v6i mot cu xoc
manh.

“Nhanh len!” Tock giuc gid. “Di theo toi! Chung ta phai chay nhanh
moi thoat.”

Van chd hai cong chua trén lung, chi ché phong xudng 16i mon day soi
da — va cling vtra kip luc. Béi vi dung lac do, lao tr trén swon ndi xudng,
khuay tung mot dam bui mu va ra rit mot ban hgp xwéng toan nhitng tiéng
hét ron nguoi, 1a nhitng sinh vat ghé tdm song ¢ Day Nai U Mé da nong
long cho doi tir ndy dén gio.

Nhitng ddam may den day triu nang phia trén dau trong khi ho bé chay
qua bong tdi, va Milo, khi ngodi nhin lai mot thoang, c6 thé thady nhitng hinh
th dang so tién dén méi lic mot gan. O bén trdi, ngay sat, 1a ba con quy
Théa Hiép — mot con cao gay, mot con béo lun, con con thit ba nhin giong
hét hai con kia. Ching ludn di chuyén theo mgt vong tron day ham doa, vi
néu mot con néi “di ra day” thi con kia lai néi “di ra kia”, va con thit ba sé
dong y vGi ca hai con. Va vi ching luon dan xép moi bat dong bang cach
lam diéu ma ching khéng hé mudn, ching thuwong chang di dugc dén dau —
va bat ky ai gap phai chiing ciing chiu diéu twong tu.

Pang vung vé nhay tir tdng da nay sang tang da khac va bam vao nhitng
thit c6 thé bam dwoc bang nhitng cai méng udn cong sac nhon la con quy
Nhan Thitc Muon Man, mét con vat rat dang s¢ ¢ mat ¢ sau dau, con mong
lai & phia treéc. N6 luén nhay trwde khi nhin va khéng can biét minh dang
di dau, mién la n6 biét vi sao minh khong nén dén noi minh vira dén.

Va, dang sg hon cd, ngay sau lung ho, truon dén nhw nhitng con sén
tran khong 16, v6i cap mat ryc Itta va cai miéng nho dai them thuong, 1a hai
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con quy da xoa Cim Ghét va Ac Pdc, dé lai phia sau mot vét nhét dai, va
ching di chuyén nhanh hon ta twéng nhiéu.

“NHANH LEN!” Tock hét. “Chting sép bt kip roi.”

Ho lao tir trén nui xudng, Bo Bip mot tay giit mii, tay kia vay loan 1én
trong khong khi, Milo chay nhanh hon bao gio hét, con bon quy thi chay
nhanh hon thé mot chuit.

Chéch sang bén phai mé6t chut, than thé tron trung truc nang né lao dao
trén nhitng cang chan gay nhom nhu khong d& néi nguwdi minh, la con Biét
Tuo6t Hong Hach dang n6i lu6n mom. D6 la mot sinh vat tam to6i, nhin vao
chi thiy mém v6i mom, luon san sang dwa ra nhitng thong tin sai 1éch vé bat
ky van dé nao. Va mac du bwdc di i ach, né khéng bao gid bi dau, ma nguoi
bi dau lai 1a ké khon kho bi n6 nga phai.

Bén canh né, & cach phia sau mot quang, la con Thoi Phong Qua Bang,
v6i nhitng duong nét ghé gdm va diéu bo kho chiu chang ai mudn nhin, va
ham rang sac nhon chi c6 mot nhiém vu la nhai nat sy that. Ching di san
cung nhau, va that xui xéo cho nguoi nao bi ching tom dugc.

Cuoi trén lung bat ky ké nao chiu cong minh la con quy Vién Cé Cii
Rich, mo6t hinh thu nho bé, thdm thwong, quan 4o cii nat ta toi, mém lién tuc
nhac di nhac lai mét cau bang giong tram nhwng chéi tai: “Em bj 6m — trang
sach bi xé mat — em bi 1§ xe buyt — nhung c¢6 ban nao lam bai dau — em bi
om — trang sach bi xé mat — em bi 16 xe buyt — nhung c6 ban nao lam bai
dau.” Trong no co veé vo hai va than thién, nhung né da téom dugc ai thi né sé
khong bao gio budng tay.

Ching dén moi lic m6t gan hon, x06 day lan nhau, cao xé gam ghe
trong con thinh nd déi khat. Tock van kién gan loang choang di tiép, chd van
biéu va Ly Tinh trén lung, ph6i Milo thi nhw sap nd tung trong khi cau lao
pham pham trén 16i mon, con Bo Bip thi dang tut dan lai phia sau. Dan dan
16i mon rong ra va phang hon khi xuéng dén chan nui, hwéng vé phia Vuong
Quéc Thong Thai. Phia trwéc la anh sang va sy an toan — nhung cé 1é con
cach xa qua.
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Va nhitng con quy ti* moi noi d6é xuong, nhitng sinh vat dién cuéng cta
béng t6i gian dit lao vé phia con mdi cia ching. O tit phia cudi, tén Linh
Tinh Kinh Khung va tén Khong L6 Thach nghiéng nga dang thich thid co vii
ching. Va lao vun vit vé phia ho la con quy Tién Thoi Luwdng Nan xau xi,
mdi phi khoéi, mat cham chd tim kiém ai d6 dé xoc dbi stng dai nhon hoat
vao, trong khi bo mong guéc ham hé cam xudng dat.

Bo Bip kiét sitc, doi chan mém nhiin loang choang chwc nga, trén
khuén mdt dau kho ctia n6 la vé mong moi thiét tha. “T6i khong nghi 1a t6i
c6 thé...” n6 thdt 1én ding Iic mot tia chdp loang ngoang xé toac bau troi va
tiéng sam 4t mat 191 no.

Bon quy dén cang gan hon, cudc dudi bat tuyét vong da sap két thuc.
R6i, thu minh lai chuan bi cho ct nhdy cu6i cung, chiing chuan bi nuét gon
dau tién la con bo, roi dén cau bé, roi cudi cung la chi ch6 va hai hanh
khéach trén lung né. Chung dong loat vieon 1én va...

Va dot ngot dung lai, nhv dong cing gitta khong trung, khong nhuc
nhich n6i, mat nhin tran tr6i vé phia treéc day kinh hoang.

Milo ttr t* ngang cai dau nang trich lén, va kia, & phia chan troi, xa hét
tam mat, la doi quan hung hdu cia Vuwong Quéc Thong Thai, &nh mat troi
1ap lanh trén gwom va khién ctia ho, cing nhitng dai co ruc rd sac mau cta
ho bay phan phat trong gi6 day diing manh.

Trong choc 1at, tat ca déu im lang nhw to. R6i hang nghin tiéng ken
bong vang lén — roi hang nghin tiéng nita — va, nhw mot lan séng, mot hang
ky binh dai tién lén, méi dau con tir tir, roi nhanh dan, nhanh dan, cho téi
khi, v6i mot ca phi nwdc dai va mot tiéng ho 16n, ma Milo thdy ngot ngao
nhu tiéng nhac, ho phéong thang t6i cho nhitng con quy dang kinh hai.

Dan dau la Vua Azaz, bo 4o gidp sang ngdi c6 dap noi toan b bang
chit cai, va phi ngwa bén canh ngai la Phap s Toan Hoc, tay vung mot cay
quyén treong mdi duwge got nhon. T c6 xe nho xiu cia minh, Bac si
Dischord dang ném ra hét tiéng no nay dén tiéng no khac trudc vé thich thu
ctia Nguoi Bao Ho Am Thanh, con tén AM I thi dang ban ron thu lai nhitng
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tiéng no nay. Va, dé tén vinh dip long trong nay, Sac Po Vi Pai dang chi
dao cho dan nhac tdu 1én mét ban giao huwéng day nhitng mau sac ai quoc,
rung dong ca long nguwoi. Tat ca nhitng nguwdi Milo da gap trong cudc hanh
trinh déu dén giip mot tay — nhitng nguwoi ban hang & phién chg, nhitng
nguwoi thg mé ¢ Thanh phdé S6 Hoc, cing véi moi nguwoi dan tot bung &
thung lling va trong khu ritrng.

Ong DBanh Van hao hitc bay vo ve trén dau, miéng hd, “Xung phong —
x-u-n-g-p-h-o-n-g — xung phong — x-u-n-g-p-h-o-n-g.” 6ng Ai, von hén nhat
nhu ai, gid cling tr ddo Két Luan dén dé ching t6 la minh rat can dam.
Tham chi ca ngai St quan Cao Bugc cling kieu hanh cudi tren lvng mot chu
ché chon dai, lun tit, dang cham cham phong téi truéc.

Co ram nguoi sg hai, nhitng con quy cia Dday Nui U Mé quay lung bo
chay, va véi nhitng tiéng kéu thong thiét khing khiép ai nghe thdy ciing phai
nhé mai, ching voi quay vé noi trd an tam toi, am thdp ctia minh. Bo Bip
thd phao nhe nhém, con Milo va hai cong chida thi chuan bi dén chao doi
quan thang lgi.

“Gioi lam,” Coéng twdc Dinh Nghia xudng ngua, nong nhiét bat tay
Milo va noi.

“Tuyét hdo,” B0 trwedng Van Diéu tiép 10i.

“Lam tot ddy,” Tt twdc Nghia Bong thém vao.

“Xin chiic mirng,” B4 twc Ham Y Ién tiéng.

“HOAN HO,” Tuy vién Dién Giai goi y.

Va, vi tat ca moi nguoi déu dang muon hoan ho, ho 1ap titc hoan ho
vang doi.

“Chinh ching t6i méi phai cdm on...” Milo mé 16i khi nhitng tiéng ho
reo da ngung, nhung cau chuwa kip néi xong thi ho d@ mé ra mét cudn giay
khong I6.

Ro6i, sau mot loat trong va kén lénh, ho lan lwot doc:

“Tw nay ve sau,”
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“Va ngay tu bay gio,”

“Hay loan tin cho dan ching biét”

“Rang Cong chia Van biéu va Ly Tinh”

“Sé lai tri vi Vuong Quoc Thong Thai.”

Hai cong chda cui dau, vé biét on, va au yém hon hai 6ng anh trai, va
tat thdy déu dong y la chuyén vira xdy ra qua la tuyét voi.

“Va hon nita,” ban thong céo tiép tuc.

“Cau bé tén Milo,”

“Chu cho ten Tock,”

“Va con con trung duoc goi la Bo Bip,”

“Ttr nay sé dugc tuyén duong,”

“La anh hung cia viong quoc.”

Nhitng tiéng ho reo tran ngap khong gian, va ngay ca con bo ciing c6
vé hoi nguwong nguwong khi thady minh duwgc cha y nhw vay.

“Do vay,” ngai Cong twéc két luan, “dé ton vinh chién céng cia ho,
mot ngay lé hoang gia sé dugc cong bo. Trong moi thanh thi cia vwong
quoc sé c6 diéu hanh va mot 1é hoi kéo dai ba ngay, bao gom cac cudc thi
cudi ngwa dau thwong, tro choi, yén tiéc va cac tro giai tri khac.”

Sau d6 nam thanh vién ndi cac cudén ban thong cao lai, roi lui vé, sau vo
sO nhitng cai cti chao va vung tay day hoa my.

Cac ky si cudi ngwa nhanh chéng dwa tin dén moi ngd ngach trong
vuirong quoc, va trong khi dam diéu hanh tir tir di qua ving qué, nhiéu dam
dong tu tap lai dé tung ho ho. Hoa treo trén moi ngdi nha, moi ctta hang, hoa
rac khap duwong pho. Ngay ca khong khi nhw cling lung linh vi phan khich,
va nhitng ctta chép nhiéu nam nay van déng gio lai dwgc maé tung dé don tia
nang ryc rd roi vao nhitng noi nhiéu nam chwa cé anh mat troi.

Milo, Tock va Bo Bip — dang lam bd thd 0 — dwgc kiéu hanh ngoi trén
xe ngua hoang gia cung voi Vua Azaz, Phap su Toan Hoc va hai cong chua;
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va dam diéu hanh kéo dai hang dam theo khap moi huéng.

Gitta nhitng tiéng ho reo, Van Diéu cti vé phia tredc va cham nhe vao
tay Milo.

“Ho dang hoan ho em ddy,” c6 mim cwdi noi.

“Nhung néu khéng dwge moi nguwdi gitp,” cau cv lai, “em da chang
lam duwoc gi.”

“Co thé 1a vay,” Ly Tinh nghiém trang dap, “nhung em da c6 long can
dam dé bat dau; va viéc em c6 thé lam nhitng gi thwong chi phu thudc vao
viéc em san sang lam nhitng gi ma thoi.”

“Vi vay,” Azaz noi, “cé mot diéu rat quan trong lién quan dén st ménh
ctia cdu ma chuing ta khong thé noi t6i cho dén khi cau trg ve.”

“Chau nh6 r6i,” Milo sot sang tra 10i. “Bé ha cho chau biét di a.”

“Pay la mot st ménh khong thé thyc hién dwgc,” ditc vua nhin Phap su
Toan Hoc noéi.

“Hoan toan khong thé,” Phap s Toan Hoc nhin dic vua noi.

“Cac ngai dinh néi la...” con bo lap bap, bong nhién né thay chéng ca
mat.

“Ding thé,” ho dong thanh; “nhung néu ching ta cho cac ban biét diéu
do, co thé cac ban da khong dam 1én duwong — va, nhw cac ban thay day, co
rat nhiéu diéu c6 thé thyc hién duge mién la ta khong biét rang chiing khong
thé thuc hién duoc.”

Va su6t phan con lai cta chang duwong, Milo khong thot 1én mot 101 nao
nita.

Cudi cung, khi ho dén mot ving dong bang réng 16n nam gitta Thanh
phé T Bién va Thanh phé S6 Hoc, phia bén phai Thung liing Am Thanh va
bén trai Khu Ritng Canh Tuwgng, doan ngwa xe dirng lai, va 1é hoi bat dau.

Nhitng tip 1éu va rap ké soc mau sac ryc rd dugc dung lén trong khi
nhitng nguwoi tho lang xang chay di chay lai nhv mot dan kién. Chi trong
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may phut, & d6 da day nhitng duong dua va khan dai, nhitng rap biéu dién va
quay ban do giai khat, san chai, vong du quay, cd dudi nheo, bang ron, va
khap noi l1a canh 6n ao nao nitc khong ngting.

Phap su Toan Hoc trinh dién mGt man ban phio hoa lién tuc gom
nhitng con so6 nd tung, ching lién tuc nhan 1én hodc chia ra thanh nhitng mau
sac dep mé hon — tat nhién, nhitng mau sac dwgc cung cap béi Sac B6 va am
thanh thi do Bac si Dischord. Nho' c6 Nguwodi Bao Ho Am Thanh, ca budi hoi
day am nhac va tiéng cudi, va doi khi la cd nhitng khodng lang thoang qua
nira.

Alec Bings dung 1én mot chiéc 6ng nhom khong 16 va moi moi nguoi
dén ngam phia bén kia ctia mat trang, con Bo Bip thi di di lai lai gitta dam
dong, don nhan nhitng 16i chic mirng va ké lai ti mi nhitng chién cong can
dam ctia minh, khong quén thém mam gidam mudi cho nhitng chién cong do
thém phan chéi loi.

Va t6i t6i, vao lic hoang hon, lai c6 mot bita yén tiéc hoang gia. C6 da
moi do an thitc uéng trén doi. Vua Azaz da dat mot loat nhitng ti* ngl¥ ngon
lanh dac biét nhat véi da loai mui vi, va néu c6 ai thich do an la miéng thi ho
c6 thé ném dua loai ngén ngi* nwdc ngoai nita. Phap su Toan Hoc dwa ra vo
sO banh bao chia, ma Milo rat can than tranh xa, vi, cho du ta c6 an bao
nhiéu cdi, thi lic an xong, trén dia van con nhiéu hon la lic méi bat dau.

Va tat nhién, sau bita an la dén tiét muc ca hat, ngam cac thién anh
hting ca, va cac dién van ca nggi hai cong chiia cung ba nha phiéu lwu diing
cam da cttu ho. Vua Azaz va Phap su Toan Hoc cam két rang hang nam, ho
sé cung nhau dan quan téi Day Nui U Mé cho t6i khi khong con lai con quy
nao nita, va moi nguoi déu dong y rang chwa c6 1€ hoi nao vui hon, t6 chitc
vao mot dip trong dai hon, tai Vwong Quoc Thong Thai.

Nhung bubi hoi c6 vui dén may roi cting phdi két thiuc, va dén cuobi
bubi chiéu ngay thit ba thi cac 1éu dwgc ha xudng, cac rap dugc gap lai, va
moi thit dugce sap x€p san sang dé duwa di.
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“Pén luc di r6i,” Ly Tinh néi, “vi con rat nhiéu viéc can lam.” Co vira
néi xong thi Milo chgt nhé dén nha minh. Cau rat mudn dwgc vé nha, nhung
cau cling khong thé chiu n6i cai y nghi phai roi khoi day.

“Vi vdy em phai ndi 10i tam biét th6i,” Van Diéu ndi, khé vo vao ma
cau.

“Tam biét tat cA moi ngwoi a?” Milo buon ba héi. Cau cham rai nhin
hét nhitng nguwdi ban ma cau da gap, nhin that ky dé khong bao gid quén ho.
Nhung hon hét, cdu nhin Tock va Bo Bip, hai ngwdi da cung chia sé véi cau
bao diéu — bao hiém nguy, bao de doa, bao noi sg hai, nhung tuyét vai hon
ca la chién thang nay. Chwa bao gio ¢6 ai c6 duge hai ngwdi ban dong hanh
trung thanh dén vay.

“Hai ban khong di cung t6i dwgc v?” cau hoi, mac du cau da biét rd cau
tra 10i.

“To6i e la khong, cdu ban than mén a,” con bo noéi. “T6i rat muon,
nhwng t6i can chuan bi cho mot chuyén lwu dién sé khién t6i ban ron hang
may nam troi.”

“Va ho can mét cha ché dong ho ¢ day,” Tock sta 1én mot tiéng rau ri.

Milo 6m ldy con bo, né chi 1am bam “HEM” ddng nhu théi quen,
nhung cdp mat won w6t cia no lai cho thady mot cau chuyén khac han. Réi
cau bé vong tay quanh c6 Tock va ghi that chat.

“Cam on cac ban vi tat ca nhitng diéu cac ban da day cho t6i,” Milo noéi
vdi tat cd, mot giot ndc mat lan dai trén ma cau.

“Va cam on cau vi nhitng diéu cau da day cho ching t6i,” dirc vua néi
— r0i ngai vo tay, va chiéc 6 t6 nho dugce dem tGi, da dwoc lau chui bong 16n
nhu mai.

Milo treo 1én xe, r6i ngodi nhin lai sau lvng mot cai, cau lai xe theo con
duong, trong khi moi ngwoi vay tay chao tam biét cau.

“Tam biét,” cau hét vai lai. “Tam biét. Toi sé quay tro lai.

“Tam biét,” Vua Azaz goi to. “Hay nhd sy quan trong cua cac tt ngit.”
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“Va cta cac con so nita,” Phap s Toan Hoc thém vao.

“Anh khong nghi la s6 ma quan trong bang tir ngit ddy ch?” cau nghe
thdy Azaz quat lén & dang xa.

“Thé a?” Phap su Toan Hoc dap lai, tiéng nho hon. “Nay, néu...”

“Qi troi,” Milo tham nghi; “ho ditng c6 bén cii soan lai nita ch.” Va
chi trong thodng chdc, ho da bién khéi tam mat cau khi con dwong doc
xudng, ngodt sang bén, va dan vé nha.
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20. Tam biéet va Xin chao

Khi viing qué twoi dep lwét qua va gioé thoéi mot diéu nhac vui tai trén
kinh chan, Milo dot nhién nhan ra cau da di xa phai may tuan.

“Mong la khong ai lo lang qud,” cau tham nghi, cho xe di nhanh hon.
“Minh chwa bao gid di lau nhw thé nay ca.”

Anh chiéu mudn di chuyén tir mau vang ryc sang sic cam diu diu,
dwong nhw mat troi cling mét méi nhw chinh cau. Con dwdng udn lugn truée
mat bat dau nhin quen quen, va & dang xa, cai tram thu phi 1é loi hién ra,
trong thdy né cau nhe ca ngwoi. Chi may phut sau, cau da dén doan két cudc
hanh trinh cia minh, thd déong xu vao hop, va cho xe qua. Va, gan nhuw con
chwa kip dinh than lai, cau da ngoi & gitta phong minh nhw cdi.

“MGi c6 sau gio,” cau ngap dai noi, va lat sau, cau kham pha ra mot
diéu con thu vi hon.

“Va van dang la hom nay! Minh méi di c6 mot tiéng!” cau kinh ngac
kéu 1én, bai vi cau khong thé twdng twgng dwoc la minh lai lam dugc nhiéu
nhu thé chi trong mot thoi gian ngan nhu vay.

Milo qua mét nén khong mudn néi chuyén va cling khong mu6n an t6i
nita, vi vay cau di ngl ngay lap tic ma khéng bu6n phan nan gi. Cau kéo
chan 1én ngwdi, nhin quanh phong mot lan cudi — khong hiéu sao can phong
lai c6 vé rat khac so v6i trdc kia — r6i chim vao mot giac ngu say sia ém
diu.

Ngay hom sau & treong troi qua rat nhanh, nhung khong da nhanh, vi
dau Milo tran ngap biét bao ké hoach va mat cau khéng nhin thiy gi khac
ngoai tram thu phi va hanh trinh treéc mat. Cau noéng long dgi hét budi hoc,
va khi hét gio, cau chay dua véi y nghi ciia minh dé vé nha.

“M0ot chuyén di nita! Mot chuyén di nita! Minh sé di ngay. Ho sé rat vui
khi gdp lai minh, va minh sé —”
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Cau dirng sitng lai & ctra phong, vi & cho tram thu phi dugc dat toi qua
thi gi0 chang con gi cad. Cau cudng cudng tim kiém khap can nha, nhung
tram thu phi da bién mat ciing bi an nhw khi né xuat hién — va thé cho né la
mot phong bi xanh biéc khéc, trén dé chi dé chit: “GUI MILO, NAY PA
BIET RO BUONG.”

Cau voi ma@ phong bi ra va doc:
Than gui Milo,

Ban dd hoan thanh chuyén di cia minh qua Tram Thu Phi Qudi La.
Chting to6i tin rang ban hai long vdi tat cd, va hy vong ban hiéu vi sao chting
toi phdi lay lgi né. Ban thdy ddy, con nhiéu c6 bé cdu bé khdc ciing dang doi
dung no.

buing la con rdt nhiéu ving ddt ban chua dén thdm (nhiéu vung ddt con
khéng c6 tén trén ban do) va nhiéu diéu tuyét voi ban chua thdy dugc (ma
khéng ai twéng tuwong noéi), nhung chiing téi dam chdc rdng néu thuc sy
muén , ban sé tw minh tim dugc chiing.

Than di,
Cht ky bi nhoe nén khong doc duogc.

Milo rau 17 di dén ctra s6 va ngoi vao mot géc ghé banh. Cau thay co
don va bu6n ba v6 cung trong khi y nghi ctia cdu lan man di xa — nghi vé
con bo ngé ngan ma dang yéu, vé Tock, chd ché luon kién dinh ditng bén
cau, vé tén AM T that thwong, lic nao cling hao hitc, vé cau Alec bé nhé ma
cau mong la sé c6 ngay xuong dén dwgc mat dat; vé Van Diéu va Ly Tinh,
khong c6 ho thi Vuong Quoc Thong Thai da lui tan; va vé rat, rat nhiéu
nhitng nguwoi ma cau sé nhd mai.

Thé nhung, mac du dang nghi vé nhitng diéu do, cau van nhan ra rang
bau troi c6 mau xanh that dep, va mot dam may cé hinh giong hét chiéc
thuyén buém. Trén canh la nhitng buip 14 xanh non, con nhitng tan 14 thi c6
mau xanh tham. Bén ngoai ctra s6, c6 biét bao diéu dé nhin ngam, lang nghe,
va cham tan tay — nhitng cuéc dao bd cau cé thé di, nhitng ngon déi cau cé
thé tréo, nhitng con sau rom cau c6 thé quan sat trong khi ching bo quanh
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vuon. Cé nhiéu giong noéi cho cau nghe va nhiéu cudc tro chuyén cho cau
thich thu chd y, va moi ngay lai c6 mot mui hwong dac biét.

Va, trong chinh can phong noi cau dang ngoi, c6 nhitng cuén sach c6
thé dua ta di bat ky dau, cé nhitng thit dé ta sang tao, may mo, xay dung,
pha v, va da moi diéu bi an va ky la ma cau chwa hé biét t6i — nhitng ban
nhac cau c6 thé choi, nhitng bai hat cau c6 thé ngan lén, nhitng thé gidi cau
c6 thé twéng twong ra dé mot ngay kia bién ching thanh hién thyc. Nhitng y
nghi ctia cau hdo hitc bay nhay, thit gi cling diy méi mé — va dang dé thw
Xem.

“U, minh cling muén di mdt chuyén nita,” cau néi roi ditng bat day;
“nhung khong biét lic nao minh méi c6 thoi gian. O ngay ddy con qua nhiéu
viéc can lam.”
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Notes

Milo nghe nham, do Whether Man (Nguoi Bién Bao) va Weather Man (Nguoi Dy Bao

Thoi Tiét) doc nhw nhau.
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[=2]

Watch vira c6 nghia la canh géc, vira cé nghia la dong ho, vi vay watchdog (ché canh) cé

thé hiéu la ch6 dong ho.
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Trong tiéng Anh, mot tit dwgc danh van theo thit tw titng chit cai.
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[=4]

Humbug c6 nghia 1a ké bip bgm, nhung “bug” cling c¢6 nghia la con bo.
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[=3]

Nguyén van “short sentence” vira ¢6 nghia la ban 4n ngan, vira c6 nghia la cau ngan.
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béng”.

Nguyén van “fair sentence”, vira c6 nghia la “cau ding”, vira c6 thé hiéu la “ban an céng
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Witch (phu thuy) va which (céi nao, tir nao) doc nhu nhau.
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[=8]

Nguyén van la “it goes without saying”, nghia la “khéng can néi ciing hiéu”, nhung theo

nghia den thi c6 thé hiéu la “khong dugc néi gi thi xe méi chay”.
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“Light meal” c6 nghia la bita an nhe, nhung “light” con c6 nghia la anh sang.
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[=10]

“Square meal” c6 nghia la bita an no, nhung “square” con nghia 1a hinh vuong.

https://thuviensach.vn



[=11]

Tén cdc moén an bang tiéng Phap: paté gan ngong, xip hanh, chim tri bo 10, xa 14t rau

diép quan, pho mat véi hoa qua va ca phé.
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[=12]

Cu 16n nhao: somersault, “sault” doc giong nhw “salt” nghia la mudi; chuyén dong dai:
rigmarole, “role” doc giong nhu “roll” la banh mi tron; dia tré dau dwong x6 chg: ragamuffin,

“muffin” con c6 nghia la bAnh nwéng.
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Choi chit: half bakery (16 nwéng chwa chin) va half-baked idea (y twéng chwa chin

muoi).
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[=14]

Tén vi bac si chita nghich am nay la mét tro choi chit. Kakofonous la viét treo di cta
cacophonous nghia 1a chdi tai, nghich tai. Dichord la viét treo di ctia Discors nghia la not

nghich.
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[=15]

Tinh theo don vi do chiéu dai cia Anh. Cac khoang cach & trén doi ra hé mét déu bang

nhau (va bang 8.046 mét).
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[=16]

Tén cii cua dap Hoover, mot con dap 16n trén song Colorado cuia My, ndm giita bang

Nevada va Arizona.
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Nguyén van “make ends meet” trong tiéng Anh nghia la “kiém dua an, da song”, nhung
nghia den c6 thé hiéu 1a “lam cho hai dau cham nhau”. O Viing D4t V6 Cuyc thi hai dau caa

duong thang khong bao gio cham nhau dugc.
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[=18]

S6 con trung binh ctia cac gia dinh ¢ My.
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[=19]

Poan trén lién tuc choi chit: “morning” (budi sang) va “mourning” (dé tang) doc nhw
nhau, “spend the night” c6 nghia la qua dém nhuwng “spend” ciing c6 nghia la tiéu pha; “sense”
(nghia ly) va “cent” (tién xu) doc nhw nhau; “mean” c6 nghia la y dinh, nhung cling c6 nghia la
xdu tinh; “by” (qua, bang cach) va “buy” (mua sam) doc nhuw nhau; “sell” (ban) va “cell” (nha
giam) doc nhw nhau; “right” c6 nghia la 1é phai va bén phai; “left” c6 nghia la bén trai, dong

thoi ciing 1 thoi qué khit ctia “leave” (b6 di, rdi di). O day tam dich béng cac tir van véi nhau.
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“Wait” (dgi) va “weight” (can nang) doc nhw nhau. O day con chim c6 tinh hiéu Milo

hoéi né nang bao nhiéu can.
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Choi chit. “Welcoming Committee” titc 1a mot iy ban dén tiép nhitng cw dan hay thanh
vién méi dén. O day nguyén van 1a “Unwelcoming Committee”, cé thé hiéu 1a mot ty ban

khong chao don nhém ban cia Milo.
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[=22]

Ngudi Ly Y Thiic (Sense Taker), doc cling giéng census taker, titc 12 nhan vién diéu tra

dan so.
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