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Gioi thiéu:

Han da tré lai! Du da c6 gang hét sitc, dwong nhw Carter va Sadie Kane
khong thé ngan chidn dwgc Apophis - quy ran Hon Mang, khong cho han
troi day. Gio day Apophis dang de doa sé nhan chim ca thé gi¢i vao bong
t6i vinh hang, va anh em nha Kane budc phai d6i mat véi nhiém vu bat kha
phai triét diét con ran. Ruai thay, cac phap su ctia Ngoi Nha Su Song lai dang
bén bd vire ctia mot cudc ndi chién, cac than dang bi chia ré, nén nhitng hoc
vién v& long non tré ctia Nha Brooklyn hau nhw phai m6t minh chdng lai
nguon lyc hon mang. Hy vong duy nhat cia anh em nha Kane la mot 16i
chi c6 xwa cé thé bién doi chinh bong cta con ran thanh loai vii khi tiéu
diét chinh n6, nhwng thit phap thuat ay da lac mat ca ngan nam roi. Dé tim
ra 10i dap minh can, anh em nha Kane phai dat long tin vao mdt hn ma ac
hiém cta tén phap su dai tai Setne biét cach dan dwong cho hai anh em dén
noi cai bong cia con ran,... hodc c6 thé la dan dén cho chét cho ca hai dwdi
dia nguc sau tham.

Ca thé gigi con nguwdi dang 1am nguy khi gia dinh Kane phai hoan thanh s
ménh ctia minh trong phan két chdn dong cia Bién nién st nha Kane.
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Gidi thiéu:
CHUNG TOI PHA BINH THIEU RUI MOT BUOI TIEC
TOI NOI PHAI QUAY VOI HON MANG
CHUNG TOI BPOAT PUQC CHIEC HOP CHANG CO GI
TOI HOI Y KIEN CHIM BO CAU CHIEN TRANH
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5. Budi khiéu vii v6i tir than
6. Chit Amos nghich véi nhiing tuong chién binh

7. T6i bi tay ban cii bop cd

8. Em gai t01, cai chau hoa.
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Cam on cac ban dd tham gia hoan thanh ebook nay.

CANH BAO
Dbay la ban chép tir mot cudn bang ghi am. Trwdc day da hai lan, Carter va
Sadie Kane c6é gwti cho t6i nhitng doan ghi am nhuw thé, va t6i da chép lai
thanh Kim Ty Thap D6 va Ngai Vang Lira. Du toi rat vinh dy khi duge anh
em nha Kane lién tuc tin twdng, t6i van phai khuyén cao véi cac ban rang
lan ké thit ba nay la lan hai anh em ho gdp rac r6i nhiéu nhat. Cudn bang
gi dén nha toi trong mot chi€c hop chdy xém van vén nhitng vét rang can
cung vudt cao ma nha dong vat hoc trong vung cuia toi khong thé xac dinh
dwgce. Néu khong nho nhitng chit twgng hinh bdo vé bén ngoai, t6i nghi
chiéc hop cdy han da khong thé ton tai noi qua cudc hanh trinh. Cac ban doc
ti€p di, roi sé hiéu ly do.

1. CHUNG TOI PHA BINH THIEU RUI MOT BUOI TIEC
SADIE KANE DAY.
Néu cac ban dang lang nghe bang nay, chic mirng nhé! Cac ban da séng sét
qua ngay tan thé roi day.
Ngay day t6i muon xin 16i vé moi s bat tién ma ngay tan thé co thé da gay
ra cho cac ban. Nhitng vu dong dat, noi loan, bao dong, voi réng, bao lut,
song than, va tat nhién la ca con ran khong 16 muén nuét chitng mat troi —
toi e 1a da sO nhitng thi nay la 16i caa ching t6i. Carter va toi quyét dinh it
ra ching t6i nén gidi thich chuyén da xdy ra nhw thé nao.
Day co 1€ 1a lan thu bang cudi cung cta ching t6i. Khi cac ban nghe dwoc
cau chuyén cua ching toi, 1y do cho chuyén nay sé rat ro rang.
Nhitng rac réi cta ching t6i khai nguon tai Dallas, khi con ctru phun lra
tan pha budi trién 1am Vua Tut.
bém day cac phap suv vung Texas dang t6 chitc mot budi tiéc trong khu
vron diéu khac doi dién véi Béo tang My thuat Dallas. Pan ong mac
tuxedo mang tng cao b6i. Phu ni* van vay da hoi cung kiéu t6c béi nhuw keo
bong gon nd tung trén dau.
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(Carter bao kiéu nay bén My dwoc goi la kiéu keo gon. T6i chang quan tam.
Toi duge nudi day & Luan Pon, nén cac ban phai rang chdp nhan va lam
quen v@&i cach kéu tén goi vat ding dan di nhé.)

Mot ban nhac dang choi nhac dong qué thoi xwa ngoai nha sap. Nhitng dai
den day lap lanh trén cac ngon cay. May phap su thi thodng tir nhitng canh
ctra bi mat tre cac bic diéu khac 16 ra hay triéu héi tia Itra dén d6t may con
muoi kho chiu, nhung ngoai ra thi toan canh dwong nhu trong van giong
nhw mot budi tiéc rat binh thwong.

Nguoi ditng dau Vung Nam Muoi Mét, JD Grissom, dang tro chuyén véi
khach khita va nham nhi dia banh tacos nhan thit bo thi chung t6i kéo ong
ta di hop khan. T6i 4y ndy lam, nhung c6 con lwa chon nao dau, néu nghi
dén m6i nguy hiém ma ong dy dang lam vao.

“M6t cudc tan cong 4?” Ong ta cau may. “Trién 1dm Vua Tut dd md ctia
dwgc mot thang. Néu Apophis sé tdn cong, khong phai han da ra tay roi
sao?”

JD cao 16n to khée, gwong mat gé ghé dan day, mai téc dé mwot, va hai ban
tay gan gudc nhv goc cay. Ong ta trong chirng bén muoi, nhung véi phap
st thi kho doan tudi lam. Biét dau ong ta bon tram tudi cling khéng chirng.
Ong mic bod vest den cuing ca vat day va khéa nit hinh ngbi sao bac Lone
Star, y nhw mot canh sat tredng mién Vién Tay.

“Chung ta hdy vira di vira n6i nao,” Carter bdo. Anh dom budc dan dau
ching t6i di vé phia dau kia khu vuon.

Toi phai thwra nhan la ong anh trai minh cw xt ty tin ngoi ngoi.

Tat nhién, doi lic anh dy van la tén ngo tau. Mai t6c nau tham cta anh ay
mat di mot chém phia bén trai noi con diéu suv “can yéu” anh ay, va tir may
vét xdy xuwdc trén mat anh, ban c6 thé thdy anh ay chwa nam vitng nghé
thuat cao rau. Nhuwng tir 1an sinh nhat thit muwoi lam thi Carter cao phong 1én
va noi thém co bap nho hang gio tap luyén giao chién. Anh trong diém dam
chitng chac trong quan 4o vai lanh den, nhat la vdi thanh khopesh bén héng.
T6i hau nhu cé thé hinh dung ra Carter nhw mot vi lanh tu cau nhan loai ma
khong phai cwoi bo lan bo cang.
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[Sao lai quac mat véi em thé, Carter? M6 ta vay la hao phong qua réi chit gi
nira. |

Carter lwgn vong qua ban dé thirc an, nhén mot voc tortilla. “Apophis lam
theo mot khuén mau,” anh bao véi JD. “Moi cudc tdn cong khac déu xay ra
vao dém trang dau thang, khi bong t6i ken day nhat. Tin t6i di, han sé tan
cong bdo tang cua 6ng vao t6i nay. Va han sé tan cong dit doi day.”

JD Grissom né quanh mot nhém cac phap s dang uong sam panh. “Nhitng
cudc tan cong khéac...” Ong néi. “Y cau 1a Chicago va tha d6 Mexico day
a?”

Va Toronto,” Carter noi. “Va... vai noi khac nira.”

T6i biét anh ay khong mudn noi thém nita. Nhitng vu tan cong ma ching toi
da chitng kién ca mua hé qua da khién ca hai anh em ching t6i c phai nam
thdy ac mong.

Qua that, Ngay tan thé hay diét chwa dén. Pa dugc sau thang ké tir ngay
Apophis — Chia Té cia Sy Hon Mang tau thoat khéi nha ti dwdi Pia Nguc,
nhing han van chua day Ién cuéc xam lang quy mo 1én nao vao thé gidi
con nguoi nhw ching t6i dy doan ca. Vi ly do nao ddy, con ran van dang
cau gio, bang long v&i nhitng cudc tdn cong quy mo nhé hon vao cac khu
vuc duong nhu la an toan va hanh phuc.

Nhuw 1a khu nay dau, t6i nghi bung.

Khi chung t6i di ngang qua nha sap, ban nhac da choi xong. M6t nguoi phu
ni? toc vang xinh dep cam violon vay vay cay vi vdi JD.

“Nao anh yéu!” ba dy goi. “Bon em can anh choi guitar!”

JD c6 nan ra nu cwoi. “Mau thoéi em. Anh sé quay lai ngay.”

Chung t6i buwdc tiép. JD quay sang chiing t6i. “Anne, vg t6i.”

“Ba dy ciing la phap sw a?” Toi héi.

Ong gat dau, vé mat sa sam. “Nhitng cudc tdn cong dy. Tai sao cd cau qua
quyét la Apophis sé tan cong vao day?”

Mom Carter dang & day tortilla, nén cau trd 16i caa anh dy la, “Um — vm.”
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“Hén dang truy lung mot mén do tao tac nao day,” t6i dich ho. “Han da pha
hiy nam bdan sao r6i. Ban cudi cung con tén tai tinh cd lai nam trong bo
treng bay Vua Tut cua ong.”

“Mon nao?” JD hai.

T6i ngap ngung. Trwdc khi dén Dallas, chiing t6i da gieo du kiéu than chu
che chan r6i chit day ngudi cac loai bua hd mang bao vé dé ngan chan tro
nghe 1én phéap thuat, nhwng t6i van thdy lo khi phai néi 16n tiéng vé cac ké
hoach cua chung t6i.

“T6t hon la dé chung t6i chi cho 6ng.” To6i budc vong qua dai phun nuéc,
noi cé hai phéap su tré tudi dang dung diia phép vé nén dong chit I love you
sang téa trén nén da lat dwong. “Chung t6i da mang theo d6i quan tinh nhué
ctia minh dé trg gitp. Ho dang cho noi bao tang. Néu 6ng cho phép chiing
t0i kiém ra cac mau vat, c6 thé la dé chiing t6i mang di cat gitr-“

“Dé co cau mang di 4?” JD cau may. “Dan trung bay dwgc canh gac can
mat. Toi da cho nhitng phap sw gidi nhat cia minh bao quanh né ca ngay
lan dém. C6 cau nghi minh c6 thé canh giir tot hon & Nha Brooklyn sao?”
Chung t6i dung budc ngay ria khu veeon. Bén kia dwong, tam bang ron Vua
Tut cao hai tang nha duwgc treo bén hong bao tang.

Carter 10i dién thoai di dong ra. Anh chia cho JD xem mot hinh anh trén
man hinh — mot can biét thy bi thiéu rui noi da tirng la co quan dau nao cua
Vung Mot Tram @ Toronto.

“T6i biét 1o 1a dan linh gac ctia 6ng rat giéi,” Carter ndi. “Nhung chiing t6i
tha khong muon bién khu vyc ctia 6ng thanh muc tiéu cho Apophis con
hon. Trong nhitng cudc tan céng khac nhw vu nay nay... dam lau la ctia con
rang khong dé ai song sot ca.”

JD nhin cham cham va man hinh dién thoai, roi liéc lai vg¢ minh, ba Anne,
dang mai mé kéo dan cho mot bai nhac nhay diéu dong quén.

“Thoi dugc,” JD noi. “Toi hy vong doi ctia co cau la dinh cua dinh.”

D0oi phap su tinh nhué cua ching t6i dang ban biu can quét ctta hang qua
Irru niém.
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Felix da cho triéu goi ba con chim canh cut, dang lach ba lach bach mang
theo mat na Vua Tut bang gidy. Anh ban khi dau ché cia ching t6i, Khufu,
ngoi trén noc ké sach doc cudn Lich st cac pharaoh, han trong phai an
twong lam kia, ngoai trit viec n6 dang cam sach nguwgc. Walt — 6i troi oi
Walt, sao lai thé? — dd m& ngan ti nhé dirng do trang sic va dang sam soi
may chiéc vong tay vong c6 nhw thé ching c6 thé c6 phap thuat vay. Alyssa
nhac bong nhitng chau dat sét 1én bang phap thuat yéu t6 thién nhién caa
dat, dang tung hitng hai mwoi ba mwoi chau gi day theo hinh sé tam.

Carter hang giong.

Walt chét lang, hai tay day nit trang bang vang. Khufu 16m c6m leo xudng
ké sach, lam do gan hét dong sach. May chau dat cta Alyssa roi xuéng san
tan tanh. Felix c6 lua dam chim canh cut cia minh ra sau quay tinh tién.
(Cau nay dung la rat tin twdng vao sy hitu ich ctia chim canh cut. To6i e la
minh khong thé gidi thich dugc vi sao.)

JD Grissom nhip nhip ngon tay lén khoa nit hinh ng6i sao Co Pon. “Pay la
cai doi tuyét voi cua cb cau day a?”

“Pung vay!” toi co6 nhoén cwdi 1ay long. “Xin 16i vé mé 16n x06n nay. To6i sé
chi, vm...”

Toi rat diia phép twr that lung ra roi néi 1én mot tir quyén nang: “Hi-nehm!”
T6i thao may loai than chi thé nay hon ré6i. Pa phan thi, gio day t6i c6 thé
diéu chuyén sitc manh tw nit than Isis bdo ho cho t6i ma khong phai ngat di.
Vi lai t6i chwa 1an nao bi n6 tung day nhé.

Chit tvong hinh mang nghia Nhap Lai loang sang 1én trong khong khi:

E— ]
[vl
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Nhitng manh v& cda binh dat bay véo l1én nhap vao nhau ty lién lai. Sach
quay trd lai 1én gid. Mat na Vua Tut roi khéi may con chim canh cut, dé 16
ra chuing la — hitc — la chim canh cut.

May ngudi ban cua chiing toi trong kha la xau ho.

“Xin 16i,” Walt vira ling buiing vira dat ni trang trd lai vao hop. “Chung t6i
phat chan.”

Toi khong thé noi déa véi Walt. Anh 4y cao rdo dang ngudi thé thao, co thé
nhw mot cau tht bong ro, dang mac quan tdp va do khong tay khoe ra hai
canh tay sac mui. Da anh mot mau nwéc s6 co la nong, giwong mat anh tirng
nét mot déu dién trai va mang vé vua chda nhu nhitng bitc twong cac
pharaoh t6 tién ctia anh ay.

T6i c6 mé man anh ay khong a? U, phitc tap 1dm. Dé sau tdi sé& ké thém.

JD Grissom nhin sang doi ctia chung toi.

“Rat vui dwgc gip moi ngudi.” Ong ta c6 ngin vé hing hai. “Di theo t6i.”
Sanh chinh bdo tang la mot can phong mau trang roéng bao la c6 may ban
nuwdc nhé trong tron, mét san khau, cung tran nha cao da ché cho mot con
huwou cao ¢ lam thi cung. Mot bén sanh, cau thang dan Ién ban cong co
mot diy nhitng van phong. O phia bén kia, vach twdng bing kinh trong ra
bau troi dém ctia Dallas.

JD chi tay 1én ban cong, noi c6 hai ngudi dan 6ng mac do lanh den dang di
tuan. “C6 cau thay chit? Nguwoi canh gac & khap noi.”

Hai nguoi dan 6ng tay cam gay va diia phép chuan bi san sang. Ho liéc
xudng ching t6i, va toi nhan thdy mat ho dang ngoi sang. Chit twgng hinh
dwoc son trén ma ho nhuw son mau lam tran.

Alyssa thi thao véi toi: “Mat ho sao thé?”

“Phap thuat giam sat,” toi doan. “Nhitng ky hiéu cho phép nguoi canh gac
nhin dwgc va Coi Am.”

Alyssa can méi. Vi vi than bao ho cho c6 dy la Geb than dat, c6 thich nhitng
vat cing chac, nhw la da hay dat sét. Khong thich d6 cao hay nuwéc sau.
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Nhat dinh 1a c6 khong thich y niém vé Cdi Am — vuong quéc phap thuat
dang ton tai song song vdi thé gidi ctia ching ta.

Mot 1an, khi t6i mé td Cdi Am nhu 1a mot dai dwong dwéi chan chiing ta,
v6i hang tang hang 16p chiéu khong gian phép thuat c@ xuéng mai dén vo
tan, t6i nghi Alyssa nhu sap bi say song.

Nguogc lai, cau nhoéc mudi tudi Felix, thi khong chat e de. “Tuyét qua!” cau
bé bdo. “Em muon c6 hai mat ruc sang.”

Cau lan ngo6n tay qua ma, dé lai nhitng dom mau tim sang bong cé hinh
dang Nam Cuc.

Alyssa bat cudi. “Gid em nhin thdy Cdi Am chwa?”

“Chwa,” thang bé thd nhan. “Nhung em c6 thé nhin thdy may con chim
canh cut cia em 6 hon.”

“Ta nén nhanh 1én,” Carter nhac nh& ching t6i. “Apophis thuong tan cong
khi mat trang 1én cao nhat. Nghia la —

“Agh!” Khufu chia cd muwdi ngén tay 1én. Chi c6 khi dau ché 1a c6 dugc
cadm nhan thién van hoan hao nhat.

“Trong muwoi phut nita,” téi noi. “Hay that.”

Chung t6i tién dén 16i vao phong trién 1am Vua Tut, noi nay khé bi bé 16
nhd vao bién hiéu vang khéng 16 ¢6 dong chit TRIEN LAM VUA TUT. Hai
phap sw ditng gac cung hai con bao truédng thanh duwoc dat day.

Carter kinh ngac nhin JD. “Lam sao 6ng dugc phép vao khap noi trong bao
tang nay vay?”

Ong ngudi Texas nhin vai. “Anne vo t6i 1a chu tich hdi dong. Nao, ¢6 cau
mudn xem mau vat nao day?”

“To6i da nghién cttu ban d6 trién 1am cta 6ng,” Carter dap. “Di nao. Tb6i sé
chi cho.”

Hai con bao c6 vé thich thu v6i dam chim canh cut cua Felix, nhung phap
su canh gac da kéo gitr ching lai dé chung toi di qua.

O bén trong, phong trién 1dm vo cung choang ngop, nhung to6i khong nghi
cac ban lai quan tam dén chi tiét dau. Mot mé cung cac phong cung nhitng
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quach, twgng, ban ghé, do trang sitc bang vang — blah, blah,blah. Néu la t6i
thi toi bo qua hét. T6i da nhin thdy qua da nhitng bo suwu tap Ai Cap cho dén
man kiép roi, cam on.

Vi lai, nhin dén bat ¢t dau, la to6i lai thady nhitng goi nhac dén céc tréi
nghiém khong hay.

Chung t6i di qua day hop trung bay twong shabti, chac chan ching da dugc
ém bua dé song lai khi dwgc goi dén. Toi théi vu nay roi. Chang toi di
ngang qua nhitng birc twgng quai vat sang ruc cung cac than ma t6i nghi
minh da dich than chién dau — kén kén Nekhbet, tirng c6 lan chiém hitu ba
Ngoai toi (chuyén dai lam); ca sau Sobek, tirng dinh giét con meo cua toi
(chuyén con dai hon nita); va nit than su ti¢ Sekhmet, cé lan ching t6i da
danh bai bang nudc sot cay (théi dirng cé héi).

biéu buc boi hon ca la: mot bite twong thach cao trang nho nhé ctia Bes ban
cta chung toi, than nguwdi lun. Nét cham khac xwa oi 1a xwa, nhwng t6i nhan
ra cai mii tet dy, t6c mai lum xum, bung bia, va gwong mat xau xi dang yéu
trong nhw thé vira bi cai chdo quat tdi bui. Ching t6i chi biét Bes duwgc vai
ngay thoéi, nhung 6ng ay co ban la da hy sinh linh hén minh dé cttu ching
toi. Gio day, moi lan nhin thay 6ng dy la t6i bi ggi nhac dén mén ng minh
khong bao gio c6 thé dap dén duogc.

Han la t6i da nan na lai bitc twgng cia 6ng ay lau hon minh twéng. Ca nhém
con lai da bo xa t6i va dang quanh vao can phong ké tiép, trudc ddy chirng
hai mwoi mét, thi mot giong ndi canh toi vang len, “Xuyt!”

T6i nhin quanh. T6i nghi chac twgng cia than Bes méi 1én tiéng. Thé roi
giong néi ay lai goi: “E cung. Nghe ndy. Khong con nhiéu thdi gian nita.”
Ngay gitta birc twong, ngang tam mat to6i, mot gwong mat dan ong 16i ra
khoi bitc tdng trang nham nhw thé dang c6 bttt pha ra ngoai. Ga c6 cai mii
khodam oi la khoam, m6i mong tang tan nhan, ciing vang tran cao. Mat du
ga c6 cung mau nhv mau twong, nhung ga dudng nhw van rat song dong.
Do6i mat trong rong cua ga con biéu 16 dwgc ca vé mat kién nhan nita chi.
“C0 sé khong citu dugc cudn van ty dau, co6 nho,” ga canh bao. “Ma c6 ctiu
duwgc, co cling chang bao gio hiéu duwgc dau. Co6 can sy gitp d& cua ta.”
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To6i da kinh qua lam chuyén ky la ké tir khi bat dau luyén phép thuat, nén
toi cling khong ngac nhién gi cho cam. Dau vay, t6i van biét t6t hon khong
nén tin vao bat c sy hién hinh vita trang cii xi nao ma lai néi chuyén véi
minh, nhat la lai goi minh la cung. Da lam t6i nhé dén mot nhan vat trong
may cai phim mafia nhdm nhi ma dam con trai tai Nha Brooklyn hay xem
trong lic ranh roi — chd Vinnie cda ai day, co 1€ thé.

“Ong 1a ai?” tdi hoi

Ga khit mii. “C nhw la c6 khong biét ay. Ct¢ nhu 1a c6 ai lai khong biét ay.
Co0 c6 hai ngay tredc khi ching ha bé ta. Co muon danh bai Apophis, thi tot
nhat c6 nén tao chit anh huwéng ma dwa ta ra khoi day.”

“T6i cha biét dng dang ndi gi cd,” t6i bao.

Ga nay nghe khong giong Set chua té cta cai ac, hay ran Apophis, hay bat
ky tén xdu xa nao ma trudc day toi tirng phdi dwong dau, nhung cé ai ma
chac dugc chit. Dau sao thi ciing c6 mot thit dwoc goi la phap thuat do thoi.
Ga héch cam ra. “Théi dugc, ta hiéu r6i. C6 muoén chitng ci tao long tin
chi gi. Co sé khong bao gio cttu dugc cudn van ty, nhwng hay tim gitt cai
hdép bang vang. N6 sé cho ¢6 manh moi vé thit c6 can, néu co da thong
minh dé hiéu dugc. Ngay kia vao lic hoang hén nhé, bé cung. Khi dé 10i dé
nghi cua ta sé hét han, vi ddy la khi ta vinh vién bi-”

Ga sdc lén. Hai mat mé 16n. Ga cang nguwdi nhu thé cé nut thong long that
quanh c6 minh. Ga ti tw tan lai vao trong twong.

“Sadie?” Walt goi t0i titr dau kia hanh lang. “Em 6n chit?”

T6i nhin lai. “Anh c6 thady n6 khéng?”

“Thay gi co?” anh hoi.

Tat nhién la khong ro6i, t6i tham nhu. Con gi la vui khi nguwdi khac lai c6 thé
nhin thdy canh mong cua t6i vé Chu Vinnie chit? Nhu thé thi t6i sé khong
con dwgc thac mac liéu minh c6 dang phat ro phat dai 1én khong nita.
“Chang co6 gi,” toi dap, roi chay theo bat kip.

L6i vao phong ké tiép c6 hai bén la hai bitc twgng nhan sw bang da vé chai
mang than minh sw t&* cung dau ctru. Carter bao loai nhan suw dac bét nay
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dwgc goi la criosphinx. [Cam on nhé Carter. Bon em tat cd déu mong moi
muon biét dwgc chat thong tin vé dung ay day. ]

“Agh!” Khufu canh bao, gio nam ngén tay lén.

“Con nam phut nita,” Carter dich lai.

“Cho t6i mot chut,” JD bdo. “Can phong nay chiu than chi nghiém ngat
nhat. T6i can phai stta doi ching dé cho moi ngwoi vao.”

“U,” t6i bon chon bao, “nhung may than chd dy van chin duge ké th, nhw
la con ran Hon Mang ay, t6i hy vong thé chit nhi?”

JD chéan chwong nhin t6i, vu nay t6i nhan phai luén ay ma.

“6i qua tinh c6 biét vai ba diéu vé phép thuat bao vé day,” ong ta hita hen.
“Hay tin & tdi.” Ong ay gio diia phép 1én bit dau ngdm nga.

Carter kéo t6i sang bén. “Em 6n chit?”

Chac t6i phdi trong ring dong lam tir cudc cham tran v@i chd Vinnie kia.
“Em 6n,” t6i dap. “Vira nhin thdy mot thit & cho héi ndy. Co 1€ chi la mot
trong may tro ctia Apophis théi ma, nhung...”

Mat t6i chuyén sang dau kia hanh lang. Walt dang nhin tran tran vao chiéc
ngai vang trong hop trung bay. Anh ay ruén tGi tredc chong mot tay 1én mat
kinh nhw thé anh bi 6m.

“Cho chut nhé,” toi bao Carter.

Tbi di dén bén Walt. Anh dén tir phong trién 1dm soi téa khip mit anh, bién
cac nét mat anh thanh mau nau do dé nhw cac ngon doi Ai Cap.

“Cé gi khong 6n thé?” t6i hai.

“Tutankhamen da chét trong cai ghé dy,” anh dap.

Toi doc bién trung bay. Chang thay néi gi dén viéc Tut chét trén cai ghé ay
cd, nhung Walt nghe c6 vé rat chac chan. C6 1é anh ay cdm nhén dwoc 10i
nguyen cua dong ho. Vua Tut la 6ng chu ti ti mdy doi cia Walt, va cung
loai chat doc di truyén tirng giét Tut nam mudi chin tudi gio' dang truyén
chay trong mau cua Walt, moi khi anh ay gi@ phap thuat ra la chat doc ay
cang thém manh. Ay vdy nhung Walt khong chiu gia giam di. Nhin vao

https://thuviensach.vn



ngai vang to tién minh, han la anh dy cam thady nhu dang doc ban cdo pho
cua chinh minh vay.

“Chung ta sé tim ra cach chita ma,” t6i hita. “Ngay sau khi xtr ly Apophis
xong...”

Walt nhin t6i, lam giong t0i lac di. Ca hai ching t6i déu biét co hdi cho
ching t6i danh thang Apophis khd mong manh. Tham chi néu chting t6i cé
thanh cong di nita, khong c6 gi dam bao rang Walt song dugce da lau dé tan
huwdng chién thang. H6m nay la mot trong nhitng ngay khoe ctia Walt, thé
nhwng t6i van nhin thay con dau trong mat anh ay.

“Moi nguoi 0i,” Carter goi. “Chiing ta san sang roi.”

Can phong bén trong hai con nhun s dau ctru 1a bo swru tdp quy mo nhat vé
su song sau cai chét cia nguwoi Ai Cap. Mot tvong Anubis bang go c6 kich
cd nhw that dang ti trén bé cia minh nhin tritng tritng xudng. Ngoi bén trén
ban sao can can cong ly la mot con khi dau ché bang vang, Khufu ngay lap
ti bat dau ve van. Con c6 ca cac mat na cua pharaoh, ban do Bia Nguc, va
hang dong hii quach tirng c6 thoi chita day ndi tang cia xac wdp.

Carter di qua tat ca moi thi. Anh tap hop ching t6i lai quanh m6t cuén van
tw bang gidy c6i dung trong hop thiy tinh trén tuwong.

“Pay la thit cau dang can a?” JD cau may. “Cudn sach dé danh bai Apophis
a? Cau c6 y thitc dugc rang ngay ca nhitng cau than cha hay nhat chong lai
Apophis ciling khéng hiéu nghiém 1am ma.”

Carter cho tay va tti 1dy ra mot nhum gidy c6i chay khét. “Pay la tat ca
nhitng gi ching t6i c6 thé citu 1ay tai Toronto. La mot ban sao khac ctia
cuon van tu.”

JD cam lay nhim giay céi rach rwdi. N6 khong 16n hon tam thiép 1a may roi
con chdy xém hét ca khién ching t6i chi doc ra dugc vai chit twong hinh.
“Panh bai Apophis...” ong doc 16n. “Nhung day la tht phép thuat thong
thwong nhat. Hang trdm béan sao da ton tai tir thoi c6 dai roi.”

“Khong dung.” T6i cwdng lai noi thoi thiic dwge nhin qua vai, phong trueong
hop may con ran khong 16 dang lang nghe. “Apophis chi dang tim mét ban
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nhat dinh, dugc tay nay viét nay.”

T6i vo vao bién thong tin canh cho trung bay. “Danh cho hoang ti
Khaemwaset,” toi doc, “con dugc biét dén dwdi cai tén Setne.”

JD cau may. “La mot céi tén xau xa... mot trong nhitng phap sw déu cang
nhat ti'ng song trén doi.”

“Chung t6i cling nghe thé,” t6i néi, “va Apophis chi tiéu hiiy nhitng phién
ban cta Setne. Theo nhw chiing t6i nhan dinh, chi tén tai c6 sdu ban sao
thoi. Apophis da dot hét nam r6i. Pay la ban cudi cung.”

JD ho nghi sam soi dong gidy c6i chay khét. “Néu qua that Apophis da troi
day tir C6i Am cling bao stic manh ctia hin, tai sao hin lai quan tdm dén vai
cudn van ty lam gi? Khong cau than chd nao kha di ngan duwgc han ca. Sao
han da khong tiéu huy ca thé gidi nay chi?”

Chung t6i bao thang trdi nay da tw hoi minh ciing mot cau hdi ay.

“Apophis sg cudn van ty nay,” toi néi va hy vong minh néi ding. “Chac la
c6 gi trong day gilt cai bi mat dé danh bai han. Han mudén dam béo la moi
ban sao déu bi tiéu huy trwdce khi han xam lang thé gigi nay.”

“Sadie, chiing ta can nhanh 1én,” Carter giuc. “Cudc tan cong c6 thé xdy ra
bat ctt Itic nao.”

T6i budc gan hon dén cudn gidy. Cudn van ty dai chirng hai mét va cao nira
meét, chi chit nhithg dong chi* twgng hinh va tranh anh minh hoa day mau
sac. T6i da trong thay ca dong cudn van ty nhw thé nay mo td cach danh bai
Hon Mang, cung nhitng 16i chi nham ngan con ran Apophis khong an 1ay
thAn mit troi Ra trong chuyén di mdi dém cta ong ta xuyén ra Coi Am.
Nguoi Ai Cap Co Pai c bi &m anh lu6n véGi dé tai nay. Ca mot dam vui
twoi, nhitng nguwoi Ai Cap ay.

Toi c6 thé doc dugc chit twgng hinh — mot trong nhiéu tai nang dang ngac
nhién cda to6i — nhung cudn gidy nay doc hiéu khé lam thay. M@i thoat nhin,
khong cé gi cho toi thiy la sé c6 ich. Chi c6 nhitng doan mo6 ta binh thwong
vé Dong Song Pém, noi con thuyén cua than Ra 16i xudng. Pa tirng & do
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r6i, cdm on nhé. Cé nhitng mach nwéc vé dé lam sao x ly da thit quy di
Coi Am. Giét chiing. Mic 4o phong.

“Sadie nay?” Carter goi. “Co gi khong?”

“Chua biét,” toi cau nhau. “Cho em mot 1at.”

To6i thdy khé chiu qua khi 6ng anh mot sach ctia minh lai la phap suw chién
tran, trong khi toi day nay lai dugc cho phai la ké doc phép thuat dai tai. Toi
con khong c6 n6i kién nhan dé doc tap chi kia ma, chit ditng néi gi dén may
cudn van ty moc meo.

Co sé khong bao gio hiéu n6 dau, ban mat trén twong da canh bao trwde. Co
can sy giip do cua t6i.

“Chung t6i sé can phai mang né6 theo,” to6i quyét. “T6i chac minh sé nghi ra
thoi vai thém mot chiut —

Khu cao o6c lac lw. Con Khufu ré 1én nhdy phdc vao vong tay khi dau cho
vang. Pan canh cut cua Felix rot rit lach ba lach bach.

“Nghe nhw 1a-“ JD Grissom lay lai thang bang. “M6t vu n6 phia bén ngoai.
Buoi tiéc!”

“Panh lac huwéng day, Carter khuyén cdo. “Apophis dang c6 16i kéo hang
phong thu caa chung ta roi xa khoi cudn van tw.”

“Ching dang tan cong bang hitu cua t6i,” JD néi giong nghén nghen. “Vg
t0i.”

“Pi di!” t6i bdo. T6i quac mat nhin anh minh. “Ching ta c6 thé lo cho cudn
van ty. Vo ctaa JD dang gap nguy day!”

JD bat chat tay toi. “Lay no di di. Chiic may man.”

Ong ta bd chay ra khoi phong.
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Toi quay lai vat trung bay. “Walt, anh c6 thé mé& duge hop nay khong?
Chung ta can phai ra khéi day nhanh-”
Tiéng cwdi doc ac tran ngdp can phong. Mot giong noi kho khdc, nang né,
tram duc nhuw vu n6 hat nhan, vang doi quanh ching t6i: “Ta khong nghi thé
dau, Sadie Kane a.”
Da dé t6i c6 cam giac nhu dang bién thanh gidy céi gion tan. Toi nhé cai
giong nay. T6i nhé ¢ gan Hon Mang cam giac thé nao, nhw thé mau t6i hoa
thanh Itta, tirng chudi tirng chuéi AND trong t6i thdo bung ra.
“Ta nghi ta sé tieu diet mi cung 1l canh gitt cho Ma’at,” Apophis noi. “Phai
r6i, sé vui thu lam day.”
Ngoai 16i vao phong, hai con nhan s dau ctru quay lai. Ching ditng ké vai,
chan hét 16i ra. Lira boc thanh ngon cudn Ién tir 16 miii cda chiing.
Bang giong ctia Apophis, ching dong thanh: “Khong ké nao séng sét roi
khoi day. Tam biét nhé, Sadie Kane.”

2. TOI NOI PHAI QUAY VOI HON MANG
CAC BAN CO THAY NGAC NHEN KHI BIET RANG MOI CHUYEN
TU DAY TRO NEN x&u hon khong?
T6i khong nghi thé.
Ton that thwong cong dau tién cta ching t6i la ddm chim canh cut cua
Felix. Nhan s dau ctru phu Iira ra vao mdy con chim dang thuwong, thé la
ching chdy ra thanh may viing nuéc.
“Khong!” Felix thét lén.
Can phong rung rung rung chuyén, lan nay thi manh hon nhiéu.
Khufu ré 1én r6i nhdy lén dau Carter, day anh nga xuéng san. Trong tinh
hudng khac thi canh nay han buén cwdi lam, nhung t6i nhan ra Khufu vira
ma@i citu mang anh minh.
Noi Carter tirng ditng, nén nha tan bién, da hoa cuwong lat nén gay vun nhw
thé ching bi mot bia nén vo hinh dap nat. Khu vyc sup do tredn ngoan
ngoeo qua can phong, pha huy moi thi trén duwong di, hut cac vat trung bay
vao long dat r6i nhai nat ching. Vang... trudn ngoan ngoeéo la tit chinh xac
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day. Suw pha huy truong di giong hét con ran, thang tién dén bitc twong cudi
phong cung Cu6n Séach dé danh bai Apophis.

“Cudn giay!” t6i gao lén.

Hinh nhw chang ai nghe thay. Carter van con nam dwdi san, c6 g& Khufu ra
khoi dau. Felix sitng s0 quy bén canh may viing nuwéc tirng la chim canh cut
ctia minh, trong khi Walt va Alyssa dang ra sttc kéo thang nho ra xa khoi ai
con nhan s dau ctru vira phun Itra.

Toi giat diia phép khéi that lvng ma quat 1én tir phap thuat dau tién hién dén
trong tri minh: “Drowah!”

Nhitng chit twgng hinh sac vang — lénh Puwong Bién — chay sang lén trong
khong trung. Mot bitc twong anh sang l6e 1én gitta hop trung bay va vét pha
hay dang tién dén:

2 B =
iy

Toi thuong st dung than chd nay dé chia cat may hoc vién v& long dang
tranh cai hay dé bao vé ti dung thitc an vat khoi nhitng dot can quét mam
mam giita khuya, nhung t6i chwa bao gio thtt né vao viéc gi do6 quan trong
nhu thé nay.

Ngay khi dau bda v6 hinh dén dugc tdm chan cta toi, cau than cha bat dau
mat hiéu lIyc. Con chan dong lan Ién birc twong anh sang, lac cho n6 v& tan
tanh. T6i c6 tdp trung, nhuwng mot lwc con manh hon nhiéu — chinh Hon
Mang — dang hoat dong chong lai t6i, xam chiém tri 6c td6i ma pha tan phép
thuat cua toi.

Trong con hoang loan, t6i nhan ra minh khong thé buéng xuoi. T6i bi ket
trong mot tran chién ma minh khong thé thang. Apophis dang xé nhuyén y
nghi cta t6i dé dang nhu han da roc nat nén nha.

Walt danh rét cay dia phép khoi tay toi.
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Bong t6i tran ngap trong t6i. T6i rii ra trong vong tay Walt. Khi tam nhin
cta toi rd rang lai, hai tay t6i da bong rop va dang boc hoi nghi ngut. Toi
qua choang vang nén khong thdy dau. Cuén Sach dé danh bai Apophis da
bién mat. Chang con lai gi ngoai mot dong do nat cung mot cai 16 to twdng
trén twong, nhw thé c6 chiéc xe tang vira xong qua.

Noi tuyét vong chuc chd bop nghen c6 hong t6i, nhirng cac ban t6i da vay
quanh 1ay t6i. Walt gitt cho t6i ditng vitng. Carter rit kiém ra. Khufu nhe
nanh roi sua vao hai con nhan sw dau ctru. Alyssa vong tay 0m Felix, cau
chang dang nitc nd vao tay 4o c6. Cau ay nhanh chéng mat hét nhué khi khi
l&i chim canh cut cuaa cau bi bat di.

“Vay thé théi dy a?” t6i quat vao hai con nhan s dau ctru. Thiéu rui cudon
van ty r6i bo chay nhw moi khi sao? Mi sg¢ phai chwong mat ra hi?”

Thém tiéng cuwdi 16n lan téa khap phong. Hai con nhan sw ditng im khong
dich chuyén ngay 16i ctra, nhung céac bitc twgng lan do trang sitc trong may
hop trung bay nay rung 1én xao xac.Thot 1én mot tiéng ken két dinh tai, birc
twgng khi dau ché bang vang ma hoi ndy Khufu dang tan gau cung dot
nhién quay dau lai.

“Nhung ta ¢ khap noi ma.” Con ran néi qua mom twgng khi. “Ta c6 thé pha
hay bat ¢t thit gi mi quy trong... va bat c ai mi yéu mén.”

Khufu ré 1én phan ng. N6 phong minh Ién bitc twgng dap twgng dé xudng.
Bitc twong chay ra thanh mot viing vang boc hoi nuéc.

MGt bite twgng khac song lai — mot pharaoh bang go ma vang cam lwgi gido
di san. Hai mat twgng bién thanh mau doé mau. Cai miéng dugc khac ra ay
cong lén thanh nu cuwdi. “Phép thuat ctia mi yéu kém lam, Sadie Kane a.
Nén van minh nhéan loai da phat trién thanh gia nua va thoi rita. Ta sé luon
nuét chirtng mat troi r6i nhan chim thé giéi cia mi vao bong to6i. Bién Hon
Mang sé tiéu tan hét bon mi.”

Nhw thé nguon nang lwgng qua 16n khong thé chita dung noi, twong
pharaoh v@& toac. Bé twong sup xudng, va mot vét phép thuat bia nén ac doc
khac lai ngoan ngoéo qua phong, 14t tung gach lat. Vét nay huéng dén vat
tring bay trén birc twong phia dong — mot ta nhoé bang vang.
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Cttu 1ay no, giong noi trong dau toi vang 1én — cé thé la v6 thitc cda t6i, hay
c6 thé l1a giong cuda Isis, ni* than hd ménh cho t6i. Chiing t6i da chia sé y
nghi qua nhiéu lan nén kho noéi chac dugc.

T6i nhé dén diéu gwong mat trén twong da néi véi minh... Chon 1y cai hop
bang vang. N6 sé cho c6 manh mo6i vé thit co can.

“Cai hop!” t6i la 1én. “Ngan han lai!”

May ban t6i tr6 mat nhin t6i. Tt dau d6 bén ngoai, mot vu nd khac lam toa
nha rung chuyén. Titng mang tirng mang vo6i vita t’ tran nha rao rao roi
xuéng.

“Li nhai ranh nay la thit giéi nhat ma mi c6 thé phai di chong lai ta sao?”
Apophis néi vong ra tir twgng shabti bang nga noi hop trung bay gan nhat —
mot thay tha thu nhé trén chiéc thuyén do choi. “Walt Stone... mi la dta
may man nhat. Ngay cd néu mi song sét qua dém nay, bénh tinh ctia mi sé
giét chét mi trwdc cé 1an khéi hoan vi dai cua ta. Mi sé khong phai ching
kién canh thé gigi ctia mi bi huay diét.”

Walt loang choang. Bong nhién t6i lai la ngudi dang do cho anh. Hai ban
tay bong rat cta t6i dau dén v6 cung, toi phadi dé nén con bubn non trao
dang.

Vét pha huay lan qua phong, van huéng vé phia ti nho bang vang. Alyssa
vung gay ra quat léen ménh lénh.

Trong mo6t khoang khac, san nha binh 6n lai, trdi phang ra thanh mot tam da
xam ran chac. Thé r6i nhitng vét nit méi xuat hién, khi nguon lyc Hoén
Mang lao minh qua.

“Alyssa Gan Da,” con ran ndi, “trdi dat ma mi yéu thich sé tan bién vao
Hon Mang. Mi sé chang c6 ch6 nao ma ditng dau!”

Gay trong tay Alyssa birng chay. Co thét Ién quang né sang bén.

“Thoi di!” Felix quat. Cau dung gay dap v& hop trung bay bang kinh r6i
pha nat tvgng thuy thu thu nhé vung v6i mot ta cac shabti khac.

Giong no6i ctia Apophis chi don gidn la chuyén sang mot bua hd mang Isis
bing ngoc bich trén twgng ngudi gid gan bén. “A, nhéc con Felix, ta thdy
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mi that tha vi. Co 18 ta sé gitt mi lai nhw thi cueng, nhw may cai con chim
nyc cwoi ma mi yéu mén ay. Ta ty hoi mi sé tru lai duge bao lau trede khi
tri 0c mi tan tanh.”

Felix ném dtia phép di quat do tuwgng ngudi gia.

Vét do nat cia Hon Mang gio da di dugc nita dwong dén ta vang.

“Han dinh 1ay cai hop ay!” toi c6 gang thot 1én. “Gianh 1ay cai hop!”

Cong nhan la, day khong phai 1a hiéu 1énh tham chién thoi thic 1ong nguoi
nhat, nhung hinh nhw Carter hiéu ra. Anh nhay phéc 1én treéc Hon Mang
dang tién dén, dam thanh kiém ctia minh xudng san. Luwdi kiém cua anh cat
qua 16p gach hoa cwong nhu cat qua kem. M6t dwong vach phép thuat mau
xanh tr hai bén luwdi kiém kéo dai ra — la phién ban tdm khién nang lugng
cta riéng Carter. Vét tan pha va sam vao vat can va ding lai.

“Carter Kane dang thuong.” Lic nay giong cua con ran vang vang bon phia
chung t6i — nhay tir vat treng bay nay sang vat kia, moi mén v@ toac ra vi
sttc manh tr Hon Mang. “Kha nang lanh dao cua mi tiéu tung r6i. Moi th
mi c6 gay dung nén roi sé sup do hét. Mi sé mat di nhitng ké mi yéu thuwong
nhat.”

Vach phong thu cua Carter bat dau chdp nhay Néu t6i khong mau mau gitp
cho anh 4y thi ...

“Apophis!” t6i thét 1én. “Sao phai cho dgi dé tiéu diét ta lam gi? Lam ngay
di, do thi ran rit to xac!”

Mot tiéng rit 1én vang doi khap phong. Co 1€ t6i nén ké ra rang mot trong
nhitng tai thién bam cua t6i 1a choc cho ngudi ta noéi gian. RO rang tai nay
cling c6 tac dung ca vGi ran nita.

San nha phang lang lai. Carter bé cau than chu che chan di va xém chat la
dé ap xuong. Khufu, cau Chaa ban phwéc lanh cho tri 6c nhanh nhen ctia
khi dau cho, nhay phong téi cai ti vang, nhat 1én, vot di mang theo tu.

Khi Apophis lai 1én tiéng, giong han danh lai vi titc gian. “Dugc 1lam Sadie
Kane. Bén ltic bé mang r6i.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Hai con nhan suw dau ctru cya quay, mom phirng phirng Itta. R6i ching lao
thang dén toi.

May thay mot con trugt chan trén viing nwdc chim canh cut nén veo qua
bén trai. Con con lai han da xé toac c6 hong thoi néu nhw khéng bi mot con
lac da kip thoi tan cong.

Vang dung thé, mot con lac da to 16n han hoi. Néu cac ban thay réi tri, thi
thir nghi xem con nhan sw han da cam thay nhw thé nao.

Con lac da tr dau dén thé, chac cac ban thac mac chit gi? Co thé t6i ting
nhac dén bo swu tap bua hé mang ctia Walt. Hai trong s6 ching goi ra dugc
bon lac da kinh di. Trudc day toi ting gap chuing, nén khong hao hing gi
khi ca tan thit lac da mot buwéu bay veo qua mat minh, dam sam vao nhéan
sit, do ap 1én n6. Nhan s rong 1én phan nd khi ra sitc gidy thoat. Con lac da
gy gir 10i xi ga.

“Hindenburg,” t6i kéu lén. Chi c6 mét con lac da duy nhat c6 thé xi ga thoi
dén thé. “Nay Walt, lam quai sao ma-?

“Xin 16i!” anh la 16n. “Lon bua!”

Ma thoi, k¥ thuat ay c6 tadc dung ddy chit. Con lac da khong phai thit danh
dam gioi giang gi, nhung n6 kha nang va vung vé. Nhan suw dau ctru gam ga
gam gt cao moéng vudt xudng nén nha, ra sitc hat con lac da di ma chang
thanh cong, nhung con lac da chi can xoac chan ra, pha ra am thanh bip bip
dang bao dong, roi tha ga.

T6i nhich dén bén Walt va co6 xac dinh tinh hinh.

Can phong noéi trang ra la hon loan ding nghia. Nhitng tua sét dé vong lén
gitta cadc mau vat. Nén nha nat buom. Tuwong vach nit ca. Cac vat khao co
song lai tan cong may ban toi.

Carter ngan chan con nhan su dau cttu con lai, dung thanh khopesh cta
minh dam vao né, nhung con quai vat st dung sttng n6 gat di bao cu tan
cong cua anh roi thoi khe ra Itra.

Felix bi mot con 16c xody nhitng hii quach bao vay tan lién hoi vao cau tur
t& phia trong ltic cau dung gay vut vao ching. Mot quan doan nhitng shabti
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bé xiu vay quanh Alyssa, c6 dang tuyét vong ngdm than chu, st dung phap
thuat dat gitr cho can phong con nguyén. Twong ctia Anubis rugt dudi theo
Khufu khap phong, dung nam dam dap nat moi thit trong khi con khi can
trrong cua bon td6i 6m khw khw céi tu bang vang.

Bon bé quanh chiing t6i, sitc manh cia Hon Mang moi ldc mot tang tién.
T6i cdm thdy trong tai minh nhw c6 mot con giong dang kéo dén. Sy hién
dién cua Apophis dang rung dao pha huy toan bao tang.

Lam sao t6i c6 thé gitp cho cac ban minh, ving mét lic bao vé chiéc tu
vang, va gilt cho vién bao tang khong sap xudng dau ching to6i dugc day?
“Sadie,” Walt goi. “Ké hoach la sao vay?”

Con nhéan su dau ctru thit nhat hat dugc Hindenburg xuéng khoi Iuvng. N6
quay lai khé Itta vao con lac da, con nay xi ga lan cu6i r6i thu lai thanh
chiéc bua ho mang bang vang vo hai. Xong xu6i nhan st quay vé phia toi.
Trong n6 khong dugc vui.

“Walt,” t6i bao, “canh chirng cho em.”

“Pugc théi.” Anh ban khoan dwa mat nhin nhan sw. “Trong ltic em lam gi?”
Cau hoi hay day, t6i ty nha.

“Chung ta phai bao vé cho cai ta dé,” toi dap. “N6 la mot loai manh moéi gi
day. Chting ta phai phuc héi Ma’at, bang khong thi tdoa nha nay sé no tung
va chung ta chét hét.”

“Phuc hoi Ma’at bang cach nao?”

Thay vi tra 101, tdi tap trung tw twéng. T6i ha tAm nhin minh vao Coi Am.
Réat kh6 ma mo ta dugc trai nghiém vé thé gigi trong nhiéu tang cung mot
lic 1a nhw thé nao — hoi giong nhw nhin qua kinh ba chiéu va trong thay
nhitng vang hao quang di mau md do quanh van vat, ngoai trtt viéc hao
quang ay thwong khong khép vai vat thé, con hinh anh thi luan chuyén lién
hoéi. Phép su phai than trong khi nhin vao C6i Am. Truong hgp nhe nhét thi
ban sé hoi bi say song. Nang nhat thi ndo ban sé no tung.

Trong Cdi Am, cin phong tran ngdp than minh cudn lai cia moét con huyét
xa khong 16 - ma thuat ciia Apophis ttr ti* gian ra cudn vong quanh cac ban
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toi. Toi xém chit mat di tap trung cung véi ca bita toi cia minh.

N than Isis, t0i goi. Gitp chut di?

Sttc manh cua nit than ao at dang 1én trong t6i. T6i vron tam cadm nhan ra
xa hon, nhin thdy anh trai minh dang quan ddo véi con nhan sw. Pang ding
noi cho cha Carter la than chién binh Horus, 1uGi kiém cda 6ng ta chéi loa
anh sang.

bang xoay vong quanh Felix, nhitng hii quach la mdy trai tim ctia cac linh
hon 4ac quy - nhitng bong hinh t6i den dang cao cdu dép tap cdu ban tré cia
ching t6i, mac du trong Coi Amm Felix lai c6 mot vang hao quanh manh
liét khong ngd. Quang sang tim sinh dong ctia cau dudng nhw khién cho céac
linh hon khong cham dwgc vao.

Alyssa dang bi mot con bao bui trong hinh dang ga khong 16 baa vay. Trong
khi c6 ngdm nga than chd, than dat Geb dang gio hai tay 1én chong d& tran
nha. Doi shabti bao quanh ¢6 ay ruyc chay nhw Itra ring.

Khufu trong y hét trong Cdi Am, nhung khi né nhdy quanh phong tranh né
birc twgng Anubis, cai hop vang n6 dang om theo bat ma@ ra. Bén trong la
tuyén bong t6i — nhw thé trong ddy chita day mwc bach tudc.

Toi khong rd thé nghia 1a gi, nhung roi téi nhin Walt trong C6i Am va ha
héc.

Trong ddy, anh dang bi boc trong véi lanh xam dang nhap nhdy — vai liéc
xac wép. Da thit anh trong suot. Xwong c6t anh mang sac da quang, nhu thé
anh la mo6t tdm phim X-Quang dang con song.

L&i nguyén cua anh ay, t6i nhi bung. Anh bi danh dau 1a phai chét.

Tham chi con t6i té hon: con nhan sw dau ctru dang déi mat véi anh lai la
trung tdm con bdo Hon Mang. Nhitng tua sét dé vong lén tir than né. Cai
mat cttu ctia né bién thanh dau ctia Apophis, c6 doi mat ran vang khe cung
rang nanh nhiéu doc.

Ndo lao va Walt, nhung truede khi kip ra don, Walt da quang ra mot miéng
bua. Nhitng xich vang né tung vao mat con qudi vat, quan quanh mom né.
Nhan sw dau ctru loang choang quo dap lung tung nhw ché bi ro mom.
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“Sadie, khong sao dau.” Giong ctia Walt nghe tram va day tu tin hon trong
Cdi Am, nhu thé trong ddy anh gia din hon vay. “Poc than chd cta em di.
Nhanh l1én.”

Nhan s dau ctru ngoac ha mom. Sgi xich vang rit 1én ken két. Con nhan sw
con lai da don dugc Carter va chan twong. Felix da khuyu xudng, quang
sang tim cta cau nhoa di trong vong xody cta cac linh hon bong t6i. Alyssa
dang that thé dan trong tran chién chéng lai can phong sap sum khi tirng
mang tirng mang tran nha roi xuéng quanh c6. Twong Anubis chop dugc
dubi cia Khufu va kéo né ngugc 1én lang lang trong khi chu khi tru tréo tay
vong quanh 6m chat chiéc ta vang.

Phai ldc nay t6i chit khong thi chang bao gid: t6i phai van héi trat tu.

To6i diéu chuyén sitc manh ctia Isis, rit tan sau nguon phap thuat ctia minh,
khong t6i cam thay minh bat dau boc chay. T6i ép minh tap trung, va doc
1én tir hung manh nhat trong cac tw than thanh: “Ma’at.”
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Chit twgng hinh ryc chay tridc mdt toi — nho xiu sang 1oa nhw mat troi thu
nho:

L

e aa

— e —

i | ffr— \\&

“Tot!” Walt bao. “Tiép tuc di!”

Khong biét bang cach nao ma ay da 16i ra dugc soi xich va chop lay mom

nhan sw. Trong lic con quai vat don hét sitc lyc cta n6 de 1én anh, thi vang
hao quang mau xam ky la cia Walt lai trdi ra khap minh n6é nhw mét sy lay
truyén. Nhan su dau ctru rit 1én réi oan oai. T6i thodng ngti thdy mui thoi
rita nhw khong khi trong huyét mo - mui hac dén mirc t6i chat nita thi mat
tap trung.

“Sadie,” Walt giuc, “duy tri 10i chu ay di!”

To6i tap trung vao chi¥ twgng hinh. T6i diéu chuyén nang lwgng ctia minh
vao trong ky hiéu cta trat ti va sang tao. Chit ay sang choéi loa hon. Nhitng
cudn than minh cta con ran chdy tan bién nhw swong mu dwdi anh mat troi.
Hai con nhén suw dau ctru tan tanh thanh vui. Cac hii quach roi xuéng v tan.
Twong Anubis tha Khufu rét dap dau xuéng dat. Boi quan shabti bat dong
quanh Alyssa, va phap thuat dat cia c6 dy lan téa khap phong, han gan lai
cac vét nhitt va chong dung vach twong 1én.

T6i cam nhan dwgc Apophis rit lui sdu hon va trong Hon Mang, rit 1én vi
tirc toi.

ROi t6i guc han.

“T6i bao con bé c6 thé lam dwgc ma,” mot giong ndi hién hau vang 1én.
Tiéng me t6i... nhung tat nhién 1a khong thé nao. Me t6i chét r6i ma, nghia
la thinh thodng t6i c6 n6i chuyén v&i me, va chi duéi Dia Nguc ma thoi.

Thi lyc t6i tré lai, m& md o do. Hai nguwdi phu nit digng trén nhin xudng
toi. Mot nguoi la me toi — mai toc ong vang cua ba kep nguwoc ra sau, doi
mat xanh tham 1ap lanh anh ty hao. Ba trong su6t, nhw cac hon ma thuong
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hay thé, nhung giong néi cia ba lai &m ap day sinh khi. “Chwa phai la két
thiic dau nhé, Saide. Con phai tiép tuc.”

Bing bén canh ba la nit than Isis trong b6 vay lua trang, do6i canh mau cau
vong cua ba lap lanh dang sau. Mai toc ba ta den nhanh, dugc tét xen vao
nhitng lon kim cwong. Guwong mdt ba ta xinh dep nhuv mat me t6i, nhung
trong duong bé hon, it am ap hon.

btrng hiéu lIam nhé. T6i biét dwgc qua viéc chia sé y nghi vdi nit than Isis
rang ba ay cling quan tam dén t6i theo cach riéng cua ba, nhuwng than linh
khong phai 1a con ngudi. Ho gap kho khan trong viéc phai nghi dén ching
ta khong phai nhw nhitng cong cu hitu dung hay tha cung dé thwong. Doi
v6éi mot than linh, mot kiép con nguwdi dwong nhw chang dai hon kiép con
chudt nhdy la may.

“Lé ra ta sé khong tin dau,” nit than Isis bao. “Phap su cudi cung tirng triéu
goi Ma’at la Hcinhs Hatshepsut, va ngay ca la thé thi c6 ta chi c6 thé lam
dugc diéu nay khi dang mang b0 rau gia ma thoi.”

T6i chang rd thé nghia la gi. T6i quyét dinh minh khong mudn biét.

T6i thit ¢t dong nhun khong thé. Toi cdm gidc nhw minh dang ndi 1énh
bénh dwédi day bon tam, dugc nwdc am nang dd, gwong mdt hai ngudi phu
nit dang lan tan ngay bén trén mdt nudc.

“Sadie, nghe cho ky nay,” me toi bdo. “Dung ty trach minh vi nhitng cai
chét. Khi con dwa ra ké hoach, cha con sé phan déi. Con phai thuyét phuc
ong dy, No6i voi ong ay day la cach duy nhat dé ciru roi linh hon cta nguoi
chét. Bdo 6ng dy rang...” Vé mat me t6i nghiém trong lai. “Bdo vdi cha
rang day la cach duy nhat c6 thé gap lai dwgc me. Con phdi thanh céng day,
con yeu.”

T6i mudn hoi me noéi thé la sao, nhwng hinh nhw t6i khong thé néi.

N than Isis cham vao tran t6i. Nhitng ngon tay ba ta lanh buét nhw tuyét.
“Chang ta khong nén doi héi con bé nhiéu hon nita. Tam biét nhé Sadie.
Thoi gian dang nhanh chong tién gan dén litc chiing ta lai phai hoa lam mot.
Co6 manh Iam. Tham chi manh hon cd me c6. Cung nhau ching ta sé thong
tri thé gigi.”
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“Y ba 13, Cling nhau chiing ta s& danh thing Apophis,” me t6i chita lai.
“T4t nhién roi,” nit than Isis bdo. “Y ta la vy ma.”
Guong madt hai ngwoi ho cung nhoe di. Ho néi cung mot giong: “Ta yéu

»

con.
Mot con bdo tuyét quét qua mat t6i. Canh vat chung quanh t6i thay déi, toi
dang ding trong bai tha ma t6i om cung Anubis. Khong phdi vi than dau
cho rang gia c6i m6c meo ma anh ay hay hién than trong tranh vé mo cua
nguwoi Ai Cap dau, ma la Anubis nhw t6i thwong hay thdy — mot anh chang
tudi teen c6 do6i mat ndu am ap, mai toc den bu xu, cung gwong mat dep
rang ngdi dén 16 bich dién ngudi. Y t6i 1, 1am on di — vi 1a than, anh ta c6
duoc lgi thé that bat cong. Cé thé dugc trong giong nhw bat ¢t thit gi minh
muon. Tai sao anh ta c xuat hién trong hinh dang nay mai khién cho rudt
gan toi xoan tit 1én thé kia?

“Hay qua nhi,” t6i cud6i cung ciling thot 1én duwgc. “Néu anh dang & day,
nghia la t6i phai chét r6i.”

Anubis mim cudi. “Khong chét dau, mdc du la em suyt roi day. Pay la mot
hanh dong liéu linh.”

MGt cam gidc néng birng khéi nguon tir mat t6i roi lan dan xudng c6. Toi
khong o day la xau ho, tirc gian hay han hoan khi dugc gap anh ta nita.
“Anh da ¢ dau thé?” t6i gang hoi. “Sau thang, khong mét 16i.”

Nu cwoi cua anh tan di. “Ho khong dé cho t6i gap em.”

“Ai khong cho vay?”

“Co nhitng luat 18,” anh dap. “Ngay ca trong lic nay ho cling dang canh
chtrng, nhung vi em suyt chtt nita théi la chét nén t6i c6 thé tranh thu dugc
doi phut. T6i can phai néi v6i em: em cé y twdng ding day. Hay tim kiém
thir khong c6 & day. D6 la cach duy nhat em c6 thé song sét.”

“Phai r6i,” t6i cau nhau. “Cam on vi da khong n6i nhw danh do nhé.”

Cam gidc am ap cham dén dugc tim t6i. Tim bat dau dap, thot nhién t6i
nhan ra minh khong c6 nhip tim tir khi ngat di. Chac chan la khéng hay roi.
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“Sadie, con chuyeén nita.” Gigng noi cta Anubis trd nén long 1éo. Hinh anh
anh bat dau phai di. “T6i can phai néi véi em-"

“Do6i mdt ma néi di,” t6i bao. “Ping cé st dung ba cai tro ‘canh mong coi
chét’ vé van nay.”

“T6i khong thé. Ho khong cho phép.”

“Anh nghe van c nhw con la con nit ay. Anh la than ma, phai khong? Anh
c6 thé lam bat ¢ thi quai gi ma anh thich.”

Vé gian dir 16 ra trong mat anh. R6i, that ngac nhién lam sao, anh pha lén
cwoi. “Toi quén mat em khé chiu dén thé nao. Toi sé tim cach dén tham...
chéng vanh. Chung ta c6 chuyén phai ban thao.” Anh véi tay sugt nhe qua
ma toi. “Em dang tinh lai day nay. Tam biét nhé, Sadie.”

“Pirng di.” Toi chup lay tay anh ma ap vao ma minh.

Sy dm ap téa khap ngudi téi. Anubis tan bién.

Hai mat t6i bitng mé. “Bung di!”

Hai ban tay phong rop cua t6i da dugc bang bo, con t6i dang 6m chat mot
ban tay khi day 16ng. Khufu nhin xuéng t6i, kha hoang mang. “Agh?”

Oi troi. T6i dang tan tinh mot con khi.

To6i ldo ddo ngoi day. Carter cung cac ban tu lai quanh téi. Can phong da
khong do6 sap, nhung toan bd phong trung bay Vua Tut da tan nat. T6i ¢
cam giac chuing to6i sé con 1au mdi duwgc moi gia nhap hoi Bang hitu ctia bao
tang Dallas.

“Ch-chuyén gi da xdy ra thé?” t6i lap bap. “DPwoc bao lau-?”

“Em chét di trong hai phiit,” Carter dap, giong run run. “Y anh 13, khéng c6
nhip tim day, Sadie. Anh nghi... Anh sg...”

Anh ndc nghen. Anh chang t6i nghiép. Chac han anh dy sé mat hon mat via
khong khong cé toi roi.

[Oai, Carter! Birng c6 nhéo chu.]

“Cau da triéu goi Ma’at,” Alyssa kinh ngac néi. “Nhw thé that... khong thé
tin n6i.”
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T6i nghi chuyén dé kha an twgng day chi¢. Dung tr than thanh dé tao ra mot
vat nhu 1a con thu hay cai ghé cai kiém — nhw vay cling da kho roi. Triéu
goi mot thanh phan thién nhién nhw la ltta hay nwéc con gay go hon. Nhung
ma triéu hoi mot khai niém, nhw Trat Ty chang han — thi hoan toan la khéng
duge. Tuy nhién, ngay lic do, t6i lai dang dau dén qua doi khong thé
ngudng mo dugce su ky diéu cua chinh minh. T6i c6 cam giac nhv minh vira
goi mot cdi de dén tha ngay 1én dau minh vay.

“Rua thoi ma,” toi no6i. “Thé cdi td vang sao roi?”

“Agh!” Khufu tw hao khoa tay vé phia chiéc hop ma vang dang dat gan bén,
nguyén si yén on.

“Khi ngoan,” t6i néi. “T0i nay thém Cheerios cho may.”

Walt cau may. “Nhung Cudn Sach dé danh bai Apophis da bi tiéu huy. Cai
ta thi lam sao giip dwgc ching ta? Em bdo né nhv mét kiéu manh méi gi
day...?”

T6i thay kho nhin mat Walt ma khong cam thay t6i 16i qua. Con tim t6i bao
thang troi nay bi giang xé gitta anh dy va Anubis, va that khong céng bang
lam sao khi Anubis cit nhay x6 vao trong gidc mo cua t6i, trong hip dan va
bat ti¥, trong khi Walt t0i nghiép lai dang thi mang minh dé bao vé cho toi
va moi ngay mot thém yéu di. T6i nhd lai anh ay da trong nhw thé nao trong
C6i Am, trong lan vai lanh quan xac mau x4m ma quai...

Khong. T6i khong thé nghi dén diéu dy. To6i ép minh tdp trung vao chiéc ti
vang.

Hay tim thi khéng c6 & day, Anubis da n6i nhw vay. Buc minh cam dam
than linh cing déng cau do cda ho ghé.

Guong mat trén twong — chd Vinnie ay — da béao t6i rang cai hép sé cho
ching t6i goi y vé cach danh thang Apophis, néu t6i da théng minh ma
hiéu.

“Em chua r0 né cé nghia gi,” téi thd nhan. “Nhung néu nguoi Texas da dé
cho chiing ta mang né vé Nha Brooklyn thi...”
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MGt nhan thitc ddy 1én trong t6i. Ngoai kia khong con tiéng no gi nita. Chi
la sy im lang ghée nguaoi.

“Nguoi Texas!” toi la 1én. “Chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi ho roi?”

Felix va Alyssa phéng dén 16i ra. Carter cung Walt diu t6i ding day, réi
ching t6i chay dudi theo hai c6 cau no.

bam phap su canh gac da bién mat khoi tram. Chuing t6i ra dén sanh ngoai
bdo tang, t6i nhin thdy nhitng cot khoi trang bén ngoai may birc twong kinh,
boc 1én tir phia khu viron diéu khac.

“Khoéng,” toi théu thao. “Khong, khéng.”

Chung toi phong nhu bay sang bén kia dwong. Tham co dugc day cong
cham so6c nay bién thanh miéng hé to nhw ho boi Thé van hoi. Duéi day né
vrong vai may birc diéu khac bang kim loai bi nung chady cung ddy da ting
tang. Nhitng duong ham tirng mot thdi dan dén dai ban doanh Vung mot
gio da do sap nhuw mot t6 kién khong 16 bi tén bat nat nao d6 dam lén.
Quanh mép ho la nhitng mau quan ao da héi boc khdi, nhitng dia tacos nat
bay, ly sam panh v&, cung cac cay gay te tua ctia phap su.

btng ty trach minh vé nhitng cai chét, me t6i ndi.

T6i ngo ngan budc di dén phan con sot lai cia san 16 thién. Nira s6 phién da
lat da nitt v ngodn ngoeo dan dén h6. Mot cay vi chay xém nam trén dong
bun bén canh chiu xiu bac 16ng lanh.

Carter ditng canh t6i. “Chuing ta — ching ta nén tim xem,” anh néi. “Biét
dau con nguwoi song sot.”

T6i nudt xudng tiéng nac. Khong ro lam thé nao, nhung td6i cdm nhan dugc
su that véi niém tin tuyét doi. “Chang con ai dau.”

Nhitng phap su vung Texas da chao don va tng ho chung t6i. JD Grissom
da bat tay chuc t6i may man tredc khi chay di citu vg minh. Nhung ching
toi da nhin thay tac quai cua Apophis trong nhitng khu virc khac. Carter da
canh bao v6i JD: dam 14u la ctia con ran khong dé ai song sot.

T6i quy xudng nhat manh bac 1ap lanh 1én — mot khoa nit hinh ngbi sao
Lone Star da chdy qua ntra.
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“Ho chét r6i,” toi néi. “Tat tan tat.”

3. CHUNG TOI POAT BUQC CHIEC HOP CHANG CO Gl
VOI MAU TIN HAN HOAN DO, Sadie trao quyén théng bdo cho toi.
[Cam on nhiéu nhé, em gai.]
Toi wéc minh c6 thé thong bao cho cac ban biét la Sadie da 1am vé Vung
Nam Muoi Mot. Toi rat mong dwge ndi ra la ching t6i da tim thay tat ca
nhitng phap suw khu vyc Texas déu an toan va lanh lan. Nhung khong.
Chung t6i chang tim thdy gi ngoai tan du cia mét cudc chién: nhitng cay
diia phép nga chdy rui, va pho twgng shabti v& tan, may mau vai lanh va
gidy c6i con chdy xém. Giong hét nhu nhitng cudc tdn céng & Toronto,
Chicago hay Mexico City, cac phap su don gian va bién mat tam. Ho da bi
lam cho boc hoi di mat,bi an ngdu an nghién hodc tiéu hiy theo cach kinh
di chang kém.
Ngay mép ho ltra, mot chir twgng hinh chdy xém va co: Isfet, biéu tuwgng
cta Than Hon Mang. T6i c6 cam giac nhu Apophis da dé n6 lai day nhw
tam danh thiép.
Tat ca chung t6i déu soc, nhung lai khong cé thoi gian khoc thwong cho
dong doi cia minh. Chinh quyén con ngudi sé s6m dén day kiém tra hién
treong nay. Chung t6i phai chita lai ton that bang hét kha nang va go di
bang hét cac diu vét phap thuat.
Vé hé Itta thi bon t6i khong thé lam gi duwgc nhiéu. Dan dia phwong han sé
chi cho rang day la mdt vu n6 ga ma thoi. (Ching ta thuwong gay ra lam vu
no ga co ma.)
Bon t6i doc sttc don dep bdo tang va khéi phuc bé swu tap vua Tut, nhung
dau phai dé dang nhw don mot cita hang qua Iwu niém. Phap thuét thi cling
c6 dén ting ay la cung thodi chit. Cho nén néu ngay nao do ban c6 di xem
mot budi trién 1am c6 vat vua Tut va dé y thdy may vét nitt hay chay xém
trén may mon tao vat, hay c6 1€ lai 1a mot pho twgng c6 cai dau bi dan keo
nguwoc ra sau — e hém, xin 16i vay. Chac han day la 16i cia bon nay roi.
Khi canh sat chan hét may tuyén phoé va dan hang cach ly khu vuc chay no,
nhom ching t6i tim tum lai trén mai nha bao tang. Néu phai khi thich hop
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hon thi han chiing t6i da dung mot mén tao tac nao dé dé md& cong ra dua
ching t6i vé nha roi, nhung trong mdy thang qua, khi ma Apophis da thém
hiing manh, thi dung cac cong kiéu day tré nén day rui ro hon.

Thay vi thé t6i huyt sdo kéu xe dén. Diéu suv Freak t* néc khach san
Fairmont gan day bay lu6t téi.

Kiém dugc chd dé gidu di con diéu sw khong dé chit nao, nhat la khi n6
dang kéo theo mot chiéc thuyén. Ban dau thé nao ct dau tap vao via hé roi
bé vai xu vao may tinh tién la duwgc dau. Véi lai, Freak thuong c6 khuynh
hwéng bon chon khi c6 nguwdi lai & quanh roi nuét chirng 1dy ho, nén toi
phai cho n6 dau Ién néc khach san Fairmont cung mot sot day thit ga tay
dong lanh dé né c6 chuyén ma lam. Thit ga tay thi phai dwgc dong lanh.
Cht khong thi con diéu sw nay sé an rat nhanh dén mitc phéi ndc cut mat.
[Sadie dang hoi t6i ké chuyén thi ké cho nhanh vao. Nho nay bao may ban
khong quan tdm dén théi quen an udng caa diéu s dau. Thé a, thé thi xin
16i vay.]

Ma thoi, Freak sa xuong dau lén néc bao tang. Con nay la mét con quai vat
dep rang ngoi, néu nhu ban thich cac loai su tit dau dai bang loan than kinh
ay. B0 16ng n6 mang mau gi sat, con khi né bay, hai chiéc canh giéng canh
chim ru6i ctia né nghe nhw am thanh giao thoa giita tiéng cwra may va tiéu
coi tu huyt.

“FREEEEEK!” Freak quang quac.

“Pugc r6i anh ban,” t6i nhat tri. “Ta hdy thoat ra khéi day nao!”

Chiéc thuyén dang kéo theo sau con nay la kiéu thuyén Ai Cap c6 dai — co
hinh dang nhw mot chiéc ca n6 ta dung lam tit nhitng b6 gidy céi, dugc Walt
hoa phép sao cho n6 cé thé bay trén khong trung du cho trong lwgng mang
theo c6 la bao nhiéu di nita.

Lan dau tién bon t6i bay trén chiéc Hang hang khong Freak, ching t6i budc
thuyén duwdi bung con Freak, lam vay khong dwgc vitng chai cho lam. Ma
ban lai khéng thé cuGi 1én Iwng n6 ma bay, vi cap canh diing manh kia sé
bam ban thanh manh vun. Thé nén thuyén kéo la gidi phap mdi ctia ching
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toi. Tac dung lam co, trtt nhitng lic Felix gao 1én v6i dam nguwoi thuong,
“Ho, ho, ho, Giang Sinh an lanh!”

Di nhién, da s6 dan thuwong khong thé nhin ré6 dwgc phap thudt, nén toi
khong ro bon ho nghi minh da trong thay gi khi ching t6i bay qua dau ho.
Chac chan nhin thay roi sé khién nhiéu nguoi trong sé6 ho phdi diéu chinh
lai lwvgng thuéc men.

Chung toi phong vt vao troi déem — ca bon sau nguoi cung hop ti nhoé. Toi
van khong hiéu Sadie hitng thi gi vdi chiéc hop bang vang dé, nhung toi tin
twdng con bé nén tin rang hop do la quan trong.
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Toi liéc xudng dong do nat tirng la khu vuon diéu khac. H6 Itva dang boc
khoi kia trong nhv mot cai mom toang hoang, dang gao thét. Xe cttu hoa
cung xe canh sat bao quanh ho tao thanh mot duwong vién den trang dé nhap
nhdy. To6i ban khoan khong biét c6 bao nhiéu phap su da béo mang trong vu
no kia.

Freak tang t6c. Hai mat toi cay xe, nhung khong phdi vi gi6. Toi quay mat
di dé ban bé khong thé nhin thiy dugc.

Su lanh dao cua mi t6i s6 roi. Apophis sé néi bat c diéu gi dé khién ching
t6i hon loan va lam ching t6i nghi ngd vé nguyén nhan viéc minh lam. Dau
vay, nhitng 101 cua han van lam t6i lo nghi.

Toi khong thich phai lam thu linh. T6i c luon phai ra vé ty tin vi 1gi ich
cta nhitng nguoi khac, ngay ca nhitng lic t6i chang tu tin gi.

T6i nhé qua viéc c6 Cha bén canh dé dwa dam vao. T6i nhé chi Amos, chi
da chuyén dén Cairo dé cai quan Ngo6i Nha Sy Song. Con vé Sadie, c6 em
gai chuyén quyén cua toi ay a, con bé lic nao cling ting ho to6i, nhung né da
bay té rd rang la né khong muén lam mot nhan vat quyén lyc. Chinh thirc
thi, t6i chiu trach nhiém vé Nha Brooklyn. Chinh thitc thi, t6i la nguoi
quyét dinh. Theo suy nghi cta t0i, diéu nay cé nghia néu ta pham sai lam,
nhur 1a khién cho ca mot khu vire bi quét sach khéi thé gian, thi 16i 1a tai t6i.

Okay, Sadie that ra sé khong bao gi¢ trach t6i vi nhitng chuyén nhw thé,
nhung day la nhitng gi t6i cdm thay thoi.

Moi thi mi c6 gay dung 1én r6i sé do sup...

Duong nhw that kho tin rang chwa dwgc mot nam tir khi Sadie va t6i 1an dau
di dén Nha Brooklyn, hoan toan chang biét ti gi vé dong doi cling nhw phap
thuat ctia ching t6i. Con gio thi chung toi lai dang cai quan noi nay — dang
hudn luyén mot quan doan phap su tré tudi dé chién dau chong lai Apophis
stt dung con duwong cta cac than, mot loai phap thuat da khong dugce luyén
dén trong cd may ngan nam. Bon t0i da tién trién that lam — nhung roi, can
clt vao cdi cach tran chién gitta ching t6i va Apophis da nga ngii t6i nay,
bao no luwc cau ching t6i van con chwa tham thia gi.
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Mi sé mat sach nhitng ké ma mi yéu quy nhat...

T6i da mat qua nhiéu ngudi roi. Me to6i mat khi t6i 1én bay. Nam ngodai Cha
toi da hy sinh ban than dé tré thanh vat cha cho Osiris. Cad mua hé qua, rat
nhiéu dong minh cta ching t6i da nga xudng vi Apophis, hay da bi danh up
va “bién mat” nho on nhitng phap sw néi loan khong mudén chidp nhan chu
Amos cta toi lam Phap su trudng.

T6i con c6 thé mat ai khac nita ddy... Sadie a?

Khong, khong phai la téi mia mai gi dau. Mac du hay nhw hét ca quang doi
ching to6i khong 16n 1én cung nhau — t6i thi chu du khap noi véi Cha, con
Sadie song tai Luan Do6n vdi 6ng ba ngoai — nhwng con bé van la em gai toi.
Mot nam qua chuing t6i da tré nén than thiét. Bing la con nhoé nay khé chiu
that day. nhung toi can em gai minh.

Wow, chan that.

[Va day la ci dam vao tay ma t6i dang cho dgi. Oai.]

Hay c6 1é Apophis c6 y néi dén nguoi khac nhi, nhw la Zia Rashid chang
han... Con thuyén ctia chiing t6i bap bénh bén trén cac ving ngoai 6 Dallas
lap lanh anh dén. Quang quac lén mot tiéng bat khuat, Freak kéo ching toi
vao Cdi Am. Swong mi nuét chitng con thuyén. Nhiét do ha xudng mitc
cong lanh. T6i cam nhan dugc cam giac nhot nhat quen thudc trong da day,
nhv thé ching t6i dang tr trén dinh tau lwgn roi thém xudng. Nhitng giong
noi ma quai thi thao vong ra t* man swong.

Sadie hét 1én. “Chang phdi 6ng cé mot vai kiéu phép thuat GPS nao do

»

hay...
“Bon ta dang tim kiém,” Desjardins néi. “Nhung cac nguwoi khong nén lo
lang vé Amos. Cac nguoi sé phai & lai ddy. Cac nguoi phéi dugc... huan
luyén.”

TGi ct c6 cam giac la 6ng ta sé nai tir khac, tir nao do sé chang dé nghe nhw
duwgc huan luyén dau.

Iskandar tryc tiép néi véi toi. Giong 6ng ay nghe kha la than thién.
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“Thay ta canh bdo rang cac Ngay Pen Toi sé bat dau ltic xé chiéu cua ngay
mai,” Desjardins dich lai cho chung toi. “Hai nguoi cac nguwoi phai dugc
gitt cho an toan.”

“Nhung ching t6i phai tim ki€m cha minh!” t6i néi. “Cac vi than nguy
hiém da dwgc tha ra. Chung t6i da nhin thay Serqget. Va Set!”

Khi nghe nhitng ci tén d6, nét mit Iskandar danh lai. Ong ay quay dau va
néi véi Desjardins diéu gi d6 nhw ménh 1énh. Desjardins phan doi. Iskandar
1ap lai 16i tuyén bé ctia minh.

Chi dén luc t6i bat dau nghi la bon t6i da di lac thi con chéng mat caa t6i
méi hét. Swong mu tan di. Ching t6i tré lai vung bo Dong, dang xudi
thuyén qua cang New York vé phia nhitng anh dén dém ctia nha ctra va bo
cang khu Brooklyn.

DPai ban doanh cta Vung Hai Mwoi Mot nam ghé bén bo bién gan cau
Williamsburg. Nhitng ngwoi pham kha ti thi sé khong nhin thay gi ca ngoai
mot cai nha kho d6 nat to dung gitta khu cong nghiép, nhung véi nhitng
phap su thi Nha Brooklyn hién hién nhw ngon hai dang — mot téa nha nam
tang xay bang khoi da voi va kinh khung thép moc 1én ti* n6c nha kho, sang
btrng nhitng den mau xanh luc va vang.

Freak dau trén mai nha, noi ni miéu than Bast dang cho ching toi.

“Dam meéo con cda ta con song nay!” N than cam lay hai canh tay t6i ma
sam soi khap lwgt tim vét thwong, r6i c6 cling lam thé vGi Sadie. Co chac
lwi vé khong bang long khi coi kham hai ban tay bang b6 ctia con bé.

Do6i mat méo phan anh da quang cua Bast c6 hoi chit lam cho ngudi ta
khong thay an tdm cho lam. Mai téc den dai cia c6 dugc vudt ra sau tét
thanh bim, con bo d6 6m sat ngwdi kiéu dién vién nhao 16n cua 6 lai thay
doi hoa van moi khi c6 di chuyén — lan lIwgt 1a van 16ng cop, dom da béo réi
loang meéo tam thé. Du t6i yéu quy va tin twdng Bast la thé, c6 dy van lam
toi hoi chut lo lang khi sam soi tham kham theo ki€éu “meo me” ctia minh.
Bast dau nhiéu ludi dao trong 6ng tay do — nhitng lwdi dao bang sat chét
nguoi cé thé trugt ra tir hai ban tay c6 chi v6i mot cti phay co tay — con toi
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thi lic nao cling sg Bast pham phai sai lam, vuot ma t6i nhung két cuc la cat
phing dau t6i mat. ft ra c6 dy khong thtt tiim gay hay tdm rtra gi bon t6i ca.
“Pa xay ra chuyén gi?” Bast hoi. “Moi ngudi an toan chi?”

Sadie run ray hit vao mot hoi. “A, ...

Chuing t6i thuat lai cho Bast nghe vé vu tan pha tai quan Texas.

Bast gir gt tram khan trong c6 hong. Téc tai ¢6 dung ding 1én nhung bim
toc gitt cho ching ndm yén nén ca dau tréng nhv mot chdo bap rang bo
Jiffy — Pop nong ruc. “Lé ra ta phdi c6 mat tai day. L.é ra ta da c6 thé giip
duogc!”

“Khong dugc dau,” toi noi. “Viéen bao tang dugce bao vé qua chat ché.”

Céac than hau nhw khong bao gid c6 thé budc vao lanh dia ctia phap su trong
16t hitu hinh dwgc. Gidi phap suw da bo ra ca bao thién nién ky dé tao dung
nhitng khu vie dwge phu phép dé ngan chan cac than. Ching t6i da gap da
thit rac roi khi phai chinh lai nhitng khu viyc trong Nha Brooklyn dé cho
phép Bast di vao ma khong phai khién bon t6i so hé bi cac vi than kém than
thién khac tdn cong.

Dem Bast dén vién bao tang Dallas han sé giong nhw c6 mang mdt khau
bazooka qua cong an ninh trong san bay — néu khong phai 1a hoan toan bat
kha thi thi it nhat cling chdm chap khé khan kinh khing. Ching t6i can co
ay bao vé cho ct dia lan cac hoc vién v& long cta ching to6i. Trudc day da
c6 hai lan, ké thu ctia ching t6i sém chut tiéu hdy dinh thy nay. Bon t6i
chang muon c6 lan thit ba dau.

B0 do 6m ctia Bast chuyén sang mau den tuyén, nhw la n6 dwgc tao ra nhw
thé moi khi c6 dy day tam trang. “Du la vay, ta sé khong bao gio tha thit cho
ban than néu céac chau...” Co liéc sang doi quan hodng sg, mét nhoai chiing
toi. “Ma thoi, it nhat la moi nguwdi déu tré vé duge an toan. Bwdc tiép theo
la gi?”

Walt loang choang. Alyssa va Felix d& lay cau ta.

“Minh khong sao,” cau chang ra sttc thuyét phuc, mac cho ré rang la khong
phai thé. “Carter nay, cau c6 thé nhom moi ngwdi lai néu cau mudn. Hop
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trén san thuogng nhé?”

Walt trong nhu thé sap lan ra bat tinh. Walt sé chang bao gid chiu thtra nhan
chuyén nay dau, nhung Jaz, ba lang chinh yéu cta ching toi, da bao vai t6i
rang hién tai mitc d6 dau dén ctia Walt gan nhv ltc nao cling la khong thé
chiu dugc. Cau ay c6 thé ditng dugc chi la nhd Jaz lién tuc xam nhitng chi
twgng hinh gidm dau l1én nguc cu va cho cau udng thiy dugc. Biét la vay,
nhung t6i van yéu cau Walt dén Dallas cung chiing t6i — lai mot quyét dinh
nita dang lam tim toi triu ndng.

Nhitng ngwdi con lai trong nhom ctia chiing t6i cling can dwgc ngu. Hai mat
cta Felix swng hup 1én vi khoc. Alyssa thi trong nhw sap stta bi choang.

Néu gio ma hop lai, t6i sé chang biét phai no6i gi. Toi khong cé ké hoach
nao ca. Toi khong thé ding tredc toan khu viec ma khong sup do. Sau khi
da gay ra lam cai chét tai Dallas thi toi khong thé nao khong nhu thé dugc.
T6i liéc sang Sadie. Hai anh em ngdm ngam dong tinh.

“Chung ta c6 thé hop vao ngay mai,” t6i n6i v6i nhitng ngudi con lai. “Cac
cau di chgp mat chut di. Chuyén da xady ra cho nhitn ngudi Texas...” Gigng
toi nghen lai. “Thoi nay, t6i biét cdc cadu cam thdy thé nao. T6i cling dang
cam thay nhu thé. Nhwng day khong phai 1a 16i cia cac cau.”

T6i khong chac moi ngudi c6 thay thuyét phuc hay khong. Felix chui nuwéc
mat khoi ma. Alyssa quang tay qua Felix diu cau dén cau thang. Walt trong
cho Sadie céi li€c ma to6i chiu khéng biét cat nghia la sao — ¢6 1€ 1a nudi tiéc
hay hoi han gi day — roi di theo Alyssa xuong lau.

“Agh?” Khufu vuot vuodt chiéc ta vang.

“U,” t6i n6i. “May dem né xuéng thw vién nhé?”

Pay la can phong an ninh nhét trong dinh thy nay. Téi khong mubdn co
chuyén gi xay ra sau bao nhiéu la thit chiing t6i da hy sinh dé giir l1ay cai tu.
Khufu lach bach mang tu di.

Freak mét méi dén mitc tham chi con khong 1ét n6i dén cai chuéng cii co
mai che ctia minh. N6 chi cuén minh ngay tai chd dap xuéng ma bat dau
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ngdy, ngudi van con budc vao chiéc thuyén. Phai bay qua ving Coi Am da
lay di 1am sttc luc cua né.

T6i thao cwong budc thuyén ra khéi Freak va gai gai cai dau 16ng 1a cta no.
“Cam on nhé ban hién. Hay mo vé nhitng con ga tay to béo.”

Freak rtc lén trong giac ngu.

To6i quay sang Sadie va Bast. “Chung ta can n6i chuyén.”

Ciing da gan dén nita dém, nhung Phong Lén van con chon ron. Julian, Paul
va vai nguoi khac dang nam phwon trén may chiéc treong ky, theo doi kénh
thé thao. Pam cap-mat-ca (ba nhéc thyc tap sinh nho tudi nhat ctia ching
toi) dang t6 mau trang trén san nha. May bich bim bim va lon nwéc ngot
vuong vai trén ban nuwdc. Giay dép dwgc quang lung tung trén tham da ran.
O gitta phong, bitc twong than Thoth cao hai tang, cai dau hinh con cd cia
vi than tri thitc, chon von 1u lu trén dam thue tap sinh vo long cta chiing toi
cung v&i cudn gidy viét va cay but 16ng chim. Ai d6 da dat mot trong nhitng
chiéc mii vanh rom cii cia chi Amos lén dau bitc twgng, khién twgng trong
nhv mot tay nha cai dang ra keo cuwge trong mot tran da bong. Mot trong
may em cap-mat-ca da dung chi mau t6 1én may ngén chan bang da vo chai
cta pho twgng hai mau hong va tim. Tai Nha Brooklyn nay bon toi rat biét
ton trong bé trén.

Khi toi cung Sadie buéc xudng cau thang, may cau trén treong ky ditng ca
day.

“Két qua thé nao?” Julian hoéi. “Walt md&i di qua, nhwng anh ay chang chiu
noéi-"

“Nhom ctia ching ta dwgc an toan,” téi dap. “Vung Nam Muoi Mot thi...
khong dwgc may man dén vay.”

Julian nhan mat. Cau ta biét t6t hon la khong nén hoi thém chi tiét trude
mat bon nho. “Anh c6 tim dugc gi hitu dung khong?”

“Bon minh ciing chwa ro nita,” toi tha nhan.

T6i mudn ngitng moi chuyén ngang day, nhuwng nhoc cap-mat-ca nhé tudi
nhat cua chung t6i, Shelby, lam cham bwdc dén khoe véi t6i birc vé chi mau
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tuyét sac ctia minh. “Em giét mot con ran,” con bé tuyén bo. “Giét, giét,
giét. o ran hu!”

Shelby vira vé hinh mét con ran trén lung cam mot dong dao con hai mat bi
gach hai chit X. Néu Shelby ma vé hinh nay trén trudng, chac chan birc
tranh sé khién con bé lanh phai mot chuyén 1én gap thay tw van hoc dudng
ngay, nhung tai day ngay ca nhitng bé nho tuyét nhat ciing hiéu dwgc rang
c6 chuyén gi dé nghiém trong dang xay dén.

Shelby nhe rang cuwdi véi t0i, tay lac lac but chi mau nhw ngon gido. T6i lui
lai. C6 thé Shelby con dang & tu6i mau gido day, nhung con bé da la mot
phédp su thwong dang r6i. May cay but chi mau cta con bé doi lic bién
thanh vii khi, con nhitng thit né vé thwong hay tach minh ra khéi trang giay
— nhw 1a con bach ky 1an ba mau xanh, trang dé la Shelby tirng triéu goi vé
vao ngay Bon thang Bay Ay.

“Tranh dep kinh, Shelby a.” T6i thdy nhu trai tim minh bi quan chat trong
vai liém xac wép. Nhung moi nhoc con khac, Shelby & day véi sw cho phép
ctia bo me. Cac phu huynh hiéu rang s6 phan cua thé gigi dang héi nguy
bién. Ho biét Nha Brooklyn la nai thich hgp va an toan nhat dé Shelby kiém
soat dugc cac quyén nang cia minh. Tuy vay, cai kiéu tudi tho gi danh cho
con bé day chit, khi n6 phai tap trung vao phap thuat c6 kha nang tiéu diét
hau hét moi ngudi 16n, hoc tap vé cac loai quai vat cé kha nang khién bat c
ai cling phai gap ac mong?

Julian vo 16i téc Shelby. “Nao nhoc cung. Vé cho anh mot bitc tranh khac
nhé?”

Shelby héi lai, “Giét ha?”

Julian day con bé di ra noi khac. Sadie, Bast va t6i tién vé phia thw vién.
Hai canh ctra g6 s6i ndng né mad ra cau thang di xuéng mot can phong thuon
hinh tru thénh thang nhw cai giéng. Trén tran nha mai vom la hinh vé than
Nut, ni* than bau trdi, cung nhitng chom sao lap lanh quanh than hinh mau
xanh tham cua ba. Nén nha kham gach mau hinh chéng ba, Geb, nam than
dat, than hinh 6ng ta phu day nhitng s6ng ngoi, doi u va sa mac.
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Mac du da khuya roi, nhung Cleo, c6 nang quan thu thw vién ty phong cia
chung t6i, van bat bon bitc twgng dat shabti ctia minh lam viéc. Bon ngudi
dat sét nay hoi ha chay quanh phui bui ké sach, sap xép lai cac cudn van ty
va phan loai sach trong nhitng ngan hinh t6 ong doc theo may bitc twong.
Ban than Cleo dang ngoi tai ban lam viéc, chép lai ghi chii va mot cudn
gidy coi trong lic tro chuyén véi Khufu, dang ng6i chang hang trén ban
tre@c mat co, vira vuot vuot chiéc td c6 mdi thu hoach dwge cta ching t6i
vira lam bam tiéng cuia loai khi dot, nhw 1a: E Cleo, muén mua mot cai hop
bang vang khong?

No6i dén can dam thi Cleo khong dwgc can dam lam, nhwng c6 nang co tri
nhé cru ky. Co c6 thé néi dugc sau thit tiéng, bao gom tiéng Anh, tiéng me
dé Bo bBao Nha (Cleo la dan Bra-xin), tiéng Ai Cap co vung vai tir bap be
ngon ngtt khi dot. Cleo khoe ty minh dé ra nhiém vu 1ap mét danh muc chu
cho moi cudn van thue ching t6i c6 va da thu thap thém nhiéu cudn nita twr
khap noi trén thé gigi dé gitup ching t6i tim ra thong tin vé Apophis. Chinh
Cleo la ngwoi da tim thdy moi lién hé gitta cac cudc tdn cong gan day cua
con mang xa v6i nhitng cudn van ty do phap sw huyén thoai Setne thao ra.
Cleo giup ich rat 16n, mac du doi khi co6 nang cau tiét 1én khi phai don cho
trong thu vién cta c6 ay dé chita 1dy bai v& cua chdng toi, dé tao ngan truy
cap internet, dé cat nhitng tao tac kich c& 1én va dé trir nhitng an pham tap
chi Cat Fancy thoi treée cua Bast.

Khi trong thiy ching t6i di xuéng cau thang, Cleo nhdy dung 1én. “Cac cau
con séng!”

“Pirng c6 ra giong nhuw ngac nhién dén thé chi,” Sadie lau bau.

Cleo bim mbi. “Oi xin 16i, t& chi 1a... t§ ming qua. Khufu vao day c6 mot
minh, nén t& thay lo. N6 dang c6 néi cho t¢ biét diéu gi day vé cai hop
vang, nhung hop nay rong khong. Céc cau c6 tim ra Cudn Sach dé danh bai
Apophis khong thé?”

“Cudn van ty dy chay mat roi,” t6i bdo. “Bon minh khong thé citu 1ay no.”
Cleo trong nhu thé sap thét 1én. “Nhuwng day la ban sao cudi cung réi! Lam
sao Apophis lai c6 thé tiéu huy mot thit 6 gia tri dén vay dugc?”
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To6i nhitng muon nhac cho Cleo nhé rang Apophis thoat ra ngoai nay la dé
tieu hay toan bo thé gidi, nhung t6i biét c6 nang khéng mudn nghi dén
chuyén nay. Nghi dén la khién Cleo phat 6m vi sg.

Nhung birng bitng phdn nd vé cudn vin ty lai d& dang hon véi Cleo. Y
twdng rang bat cit ai cling cé thé tiéu huy mot quyén sach vé bat cit thé loai
nao déu khién cho Cleo mudn twong mot qua ddm vao mat Apophis.

Mot trong may pho twong shabti nhdy phdc 1én ban. N6 ¢6 dan mot chiéc
nhan may quét 1én ti nho bang vang, nhung Cleo da xuyt dudi né di.

“Tat ca bon anh, quay lai ché ctia minh di!” Cleo vo6 tay, bon pho twgng
shabti quay lai buc twgng. Ching bién ngugc lai thanh tuyén dat sét, mac du
mot tay van con dang mang do6i gang tay cao su va cam choi 16ng phdi bui,
trong c ky ky thé nao.

Cleo rudn ngudi t6i sam soi chi€c hop vang. “Trong nay chang cé gi ca.
Sao cac cau lai mang vé lam gi?”

“Pdy la chuyén ma Sadie, Bast va t6i can phdi thdo luan,” t6i dap. “Cam
phién cau nhé, Cleo.”

“Co gi phién dau.” Cleo ti€ép tuc sam soi cdi td. R6i ¢6 nang nhan ra moi
ngudi chiing t6i dang nhin ¢6 cham chi. “O... y cau la riéng tw chi? gi. Tat
nhién r6i.”

Trong co nang hoi chut bue boi vi bi dudi ra ngoai, nhuwng Cleo van nam lay
tay Khufu. “Di nao, Babuibozinho. Ta 1ay cho may chuit thitc an vat nao.”
“Agh!” Khufu phan khai dap lai. Con nay quy Cleo lam, chac la do tén cua
cd nang. Vi nhitng 1y do nao dé ma ching t6i chiu khéng hiéu no6i, Khufu
rat thich nhitng thitc cé két thiic v6i dudi — o, nhw la Avodados, Oreos va
Armadillos.

Khi Cleo va Khufu da di khoi, Sadie, Bast va tdi quay lai ganh vat vira thu
Ve.

Chiéc tu nhé nay cé hinh dang nhw mét ban thu nhé cta ti khéa treong hoc.
Ngoai that bang vang, nhwng at han chi la mot 16p dat mong boc 1ay phan
g0, vi ca chiéc ta khong nang gi mdy. Cac madt bén va phan néc dugc khac
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chim nhitng chit twgng hinh cung nhitng bitc tranh vé pharaoh va vg. Mat
tredc la canh ctra doi cé then cai, mé ra dé 16... tm, chang 16 gi nhiéu ca.
Trong ddy la mot buc chan twgng bé xiu mang vét nhitng dau chan bang
vang, nhw thé mot con bip bé barbie thdi Ai Cap c6 dai da tirng ditng trén
ay.

Sadie cham chid nghién citu nhitng chit twong hinh doc hai bén hop. “Déu la
néi vé Tut va hoang hiu ctia 6ng ta, cau chic cho ho mét doi séng hanh
phiic noi c6i am, blah blah blah. Cé mét bitc tranh vé 6ng ta dang san vit.
Phai khong day? Day la y twéng vé thién duong ctia 6ng day u?”

“Ta thich vit,” Bast noi.

Toi xoay hai canh ctta nhé téi lui trén ban 1é. “Chang biét sao nhwng chau
khong nghi may con vit 1a quan trong dau. Du trong nay cé gi di nita, thi
gio thit dy da bién mat r6i. C6 1é may ké cuwdp mo da 1ay no di, hoac 1a-“
Bast khiic khich. “Bon cwép mo da 1y n6 di. Phai r6i.”

T6i cau may nhin ¢o ay. “Cé gi buon cuoi a?”

Bast cudi toe vdi t0i, r6i véi Sadie, triedc khi cé vé y thirc 1o dugce 1a ching
t6i khong hiéu 15i bong dua nay. “O... ta hiéu roi. Cac chau that sy khong
biét day la gi. Ta nghi thé cling phai théi. Khong cé nhiéu cai con ton tai
dau.”
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“Khong nhiéu céi gi ca?” toi héi.

“Hop dung bong.”

Sadie chun miii. “Chang phai day la mot kiéu bai tap ¢ truong gi day sao?
Chau tirng 1am mot bai nhu thé cho mon tiéng Anh. Chan mudén chét duoc.”
“Ta thi khong biét gi vé bai tap ¢ trwong dau,” Bast ngao man dap. “Nghe
c6 vé dang ngo nhu la lam viéc vay. Nhung day méi that 1a hop dung béng
— la mot chiéc hop cat gitt hinh béng.”

Nghe khong co6 vé gi nhw 1a Bast dang n6i dua cd, nhung ma véi giong meo
thi cling khé nhan biét duwgc lam.

“Cai bong luc nay dang ¢ ngay trong dy day,” Bast thuyét phuc. “Cac chau
khong nhin ra u? Mot chut hinh bong mo mit caa Tut. Chao bong Tut!”
Bast ngo ngudy ngon tay va trong chiéc hop rong. “Pdy la ly do vi sao ta
cwoi khi chau bao chac la ddm cwdp mo da danh cap né di réi. Haha! Phai
gid lam tro mdi lam dwgc nhw thé.”

T6i c6 hiéu cho ra chuyén nay. “Nhwng ma... Chau titng nghe Cha gidng
gidi dua tro vé moi mén co vat Ai Cap kha di dugc tao thanh. Chau chwa
tirng mot 1an nao nghe Cha nhac dén hop dung bong ca.”

“Nhu ta da bao r6i day thoi,” Bast ndi, “khong nhiéu thit nay con ton tai
dau. Thuwong thi mét hop dung béng dwoc chon cach phan hon con lai rat
xa. Tut ding that 1a ngé ngan khi lai cho chon hép nay ngay trong mo minh.
C6 1é mot trong may tay tuw té cai 1énh Tut ma bo hop lai day, vi cam ghét
thoi.”

Gio thi toi hoan toan mu tit. Nhung ngac nhién thay la Sadie dang ham ho
gat gu.

“Pdy han la diéu ma Anubis mu6n néi dén,” Sadie bao. “Hay chd y dén thi
khong c6 & day. Khi nhin vao Cdi Am, chau trong thdy béng t6i bén trong
hdp. Con chi Vinnie thi lai bdo ddy 1a manh moi dé danh bai Apophis.”

Toi gio tay lam hiéu ch*r T “Ngung hoi y.” “Khoan da. Sadie, em gap
Anubis khi nao vay? Vi lai tui minh cé 6ng chu tén Vinnie tir Iic nao thé?”
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Sadie trong hoi ling ting, nhung roi cling ké lai 1an cham tran vGi gwong
mat trén twong, sau day la nhitng canh ma con bé mo thdy vé me ching toi
cung Isis va nguwoi cé-vé-la-ban-trai ngoan dao Anubis ctia né. T6i biét la
strc tap trung ctia em gai minh thuwong phan tan di lung tung lam, nhung dén
ngay ca t6i cting thay an twgng veé so lwong nhitng chuyén dat 1é than bi ma
con bé da lang thang vao, khi chi dang di qua bao tang ma thai.

“Guong mat trén twong kia co6 thé 1a mot cu liva day,” t6i béo.

“Cling c6 thé... nhung em lai khéng nghi thé. Gwong mat ay noi la ching ta
can dén sy gidp do ctia 6ng ay, ma ching ta thi chi con duwgc hai ngay thoi
trwde khi ¢ chuyén gi ddy xay dén véi ong ta. Ong ta bdo em ring chiéc
hop nay sé cho ching ta thdy thit chiing ta can. Anubis goi y rang khi cttu
lay cai ti nay la em dang di ding huéng. Vé&i lai me thi...” Sadie ngap
ngirng. “Me bdo day la cach duy nhat dé ching ta cé thé dugce gap lai ba.
Co6 chuyén gi day dang xdy ra cho nhitng linh hon ctia ngwoi chét.”

Thét nhién t6i thdy minh nhw dang quay lai Cdi Am, v6i swong mu lanh
cong quan quanh minh. T6i nhin cham chd vao trong hgp, nhung van chang
trong thay thi gi cd. “Lam cach nao ma cac hinh béng lai tr6i budc vao
Apophis va céc linh hon ctia ngudi chét dugc thé?”

T6i nhin sang Bast. Co ay bau dau moéng tay va ban, stt dung ban nhu la noi
quao cau, nhu thudng hay lam khi dang cang thang. Bon t6i sam stta nhiéu
ban lam.

“Bast nay?” Sadie nhe nhang hoi.

“Apophis va cac bong,” Bast ngam nga. “Ta chwa khi nao nghi dén...” Co
lac dau. “Pay qua that la nhitng cau héi ma cac chau nén hoi than Thoth.
Ong ta biét nhiéu hon ta.”

Ky ttc ua vé. Cha to6i dang gidng bai tai mot truong dai hoc noi nao dé...
Munich chang? Sinh vién c6 héi 6ng vé khai niém vé tam hon cta ngudi Ai
Cap, khai niém nay bao gom nhiéu phan, va Cha t6i da c6 nhac gi ddy dén
hinh bong.

Nhu mot ban tay ¢6 nam ngon tay, Cha t6i da bdo. Mot tam hon c6 nam
phan.
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T6i gio may ngén tay minh ra, c6 ma nhg lai. “Nam thanh phan ctia tam
hon... ching la gi dy nhi?”

Bast van im lang. C6 trong kha la bat an.

“Carter nay?” Sadie héi. “Chuyén nay c6 lién quan gi dén-?”

“Thi ct trd 10i anh di,” to6i dap. “Phan thit nhat 1a ba, phai khong nao? La
tinh cach cta ching ta ay.”

“Trong hinh dang con ga,” Sadie noi.

Ctt giao cho Sadie thi con bé sé dat biét danh cho cac thanh phan trong tam
hon ching ta theo tén gia cam ngay, nhung t6i hiéu y con bé. Phan ba cé thé
roi bo than xac khi ching ta ngti mo, hodc n6 cé thé quay lai dwong thé nhuw
la mot hén ma sau khi ching ta chét di. Khi ddy, ba sé xuat hién dwéi hinh
dang mot con chim to 16n toéa sang hao quang mang dau nguoi.

“Phai. Hinh dang con ga. Roi dén phan ka, 1a nguon sinh Iyc sé roi bé than
xac khi chét di. R6i dén phan ib, 1a con tim-”

“La ky yéu vé nhitng viéc lam t6t lan xau,” Sadie dong tinh. “Pay la phan
dwgc nguoi ta dong dém trén cac can cong ly & kiép sau.”

“Va tht tw la...” t6i luwdng ly.

“Phan ren,” Sadie tiép 10i. “Danh tinh bi an ctia anh.”

T6i nguong qua khong dam nhin va mat Sadie. Mua xudan ré6i con bé da citu
mang toi bang cach goi bi danh ctia t6i ra, lam thé thi co ban da cho phép
con bé quyén di vao nhitng suy nghi riéng tw va tinh cam bi mat nhat cua
toi. Tt dao ay Sadie té ra binh thdn vé chuyén nay lam, &y nhwng ma... day
khong phai 1a mot loai co tay trén ma to mudn trao cho em géai minh bao
gio.

Ren ciing la phan hon ma ngwoi ban Bes cia ching toi da hy sinh trong tran
chién ca cugc gitta ching t6i va than mat trang Khonsu su thang trudc.
Gio day Bes chi con la mot cai xac than rong, dang ngoi trén xe lan trong
bénh xa cho thanh than noi Dia Nguc.

“Phai r6i,” t6i n6i. “Nhwng phan thit nam...” t6i nhin sang Bast. “La phan
bong, phai khong nao?”
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Sadie cau may. “La béng a? Lam sao béng lai c6 thé la mdt phan trong tam
hon ta dwgc? Chi la m6t cai bong thoi, dung khéng? Chi la tro ltra mi cta
anh sang.”

Bast gio mot tay lén trén ban. Nhitng ngon tay co ta téa ra mot hinh bong
mo do trén mat go. “Ta sé khong bao gio thoat khoi béng cia chinh minh —
goi la sheut. Moi sinh vat déu c6 bong.”

“Ca may hon d4, viét chi hay giay dép ciing thé,” Sadie bao. “Vay cé nghia
la chiing cling c6 tdam hon uv?”

“Chau biét ré hon thé ma,” Bast qud. “Sinh vat thi khac vdi dat da chi... a,
it ra da phan la vay. Sheut khong don thuan chi la mot cai bong khong dau.
Ma né la mot phép hién hinh ky diéu — la hinh béng cta tam hon.”

“Thé chiéc hop nay...” t6i ndi. “Khi c6 bdo hop nay dang cét giit bong ctia
vua Tut-”

“Y ta 1a n6 dang gitt mot phan ndm tdm hon 6ng ta,” Bast xac nhan. “Hop
nay chi dung sheut ctia pharaoh dé phan nay sé khong bi that lac trong coi
am.”

Pau 6c tdi c6 cam gidc nhw sap no tung. Toi biét mdy cai chuyén vé béng
hinh nay phai la rat quan trong, nhung t6i lai khong hiéu quan trong thé
nao. C¥ nhu 1a téi vira dugc quang cho mot manh ghét trong tro ghép hinh,
nhung lai khong phai cho tro ghép hinh phai cé.

Chung to6i da that bai khong citu dwgc manh ghép ding — la cudn van ty
khong thé thay thé dwgc c6 kha nang gitp ching t6i danh bai Apophis — r6i
ching t6i cling that bai khong cttu dugce ca mot khu vire day nhitng phap sw
than thién. Tat ca nhitng gi ching t6i c6 thé trung ra dugc tit chuyén di vira
roi la mot chiéc ta rong dwgce trang tri vdi tranh anh vé may con vit. T6i
nhitng muén dap cho chiéc hop dung béng ctia vua Tut lan 16ng 16c.
“Nhitng hinh béng thét lac,” t6i lau bau. “Nghe ¢ nhu truyén Peter Pan.”
Hai mat Bast long 1én nhw nhitng chiéc 16ng den gidy. “Thé chau nghi céi gi
da goi cdm hitng cho cau chuyén vé chiéc bong bi mat ctia Peter Pan hi?
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Bao thé ky nay da c6 rat nhiéu cau chuyén dan gian vé hinh béng roi day,
Carter a - tat ca déu bat nguodn twr thoi Ai Cap day.”

“Nhung thé thi gitp gi dugce cho ching ta?” t6i cat van. “Cudn Sach dé
danh bai Apophis thi may ra con giip dugc. Ma gio n6 tiéu mat r6i!”

Okay, t0i nghe c6 vé gian dit day. Toi dang gian dit ma.

Viéc nhd lai bai gidng ctia Cha khién t6i lai muon tré vé thdi con nit, chu du
khap thé gidi cung 6ng. Cha con téi da cung nhau kinh qua nhiéu tro ky
qudc, nhwng lic nao toi cling cam thay an toan va duwgc bao boc. Cha luén
biét phéi lam gi. Gio day nhitng gi toi con lai dugc tiw khodng thoi gian ay
la chiéc vali, dang ndam gom bui trong ti chim trén lau cta toi.

That chang cong bang gi cd. Nhung t6i biét Cha minh sé néi gi vé diéu nay:
Cong bang nghia la moi nguwdi déu cé dugce thit ho can. Va cach duy nhat dé
dat dugc th con can la ty con phai lam cho chuyén dy xay ra.

Hay qua Cha nhi. Con dang doi mat vGi ké thu ngoai sitc twéng twong, con
thit ma con can dé danh bai dwgc han thi vira mdi bi tiéu huy mat roi.

Han la Sadie da doc dugc vé mat toi. “Carter a, tui minh sé tim ra cach thoi
ma,” con bé hita hen. “Bast, ltic nay c6 dinh néi gi vé Apophis va may cai
béng ay.”

“Nao c0,” Bast lam bam.

“Sao 0 lai bon chén vé chuyén nay qua vay?” toi hoi. “Cac vi than c6 bong
hay khong? Apophis cé khong? Néu co, thi bong ctia ho hoat dong thé
nao?”

Bast dung mong tay khoét khoét vai chit twgng hinh 1én ban. T6i kha doan
chic may chi nay c6 nghia la: NGUY HIEM.

“N6i that nhé, may dira a... day la cau héi danh cho Thoth. Phai, thanh than
cling c6 bong chir. Tat nhién la bon ta c6 r6i. Nhung ma — nhung ma day
khong phai la chuyén bon ta dwgc phép noi dén.”

Hiém khi nao toi lai thay Bast c6 vé bi kich dong dén vay. Khong 6 1a vi
sao. Pay la vi nit than titng chién dau chong lai Apophis mat déi mat, vuot
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do6i nanh co ma, trong mot nha tu phép thuat cd ngan nam roi dy. Thé sau co
ta lai e sg mdy cai bong chi?
“Bast nay,” t6i bao, “néu chung ta khong nghi ra dwgc giai phap nao t6t
hon, thi chac sé phai chuyén sang ké hoach B thoi.”
Vi nit than cau may. Sadie chan ngan nhin tritng trirtng xudng ban. Ké hoach
B la diéu ma chi c6 Sadie, Bast, Walt va t6i titng ban thdo dén. Nhitng hoc
vién v long khac cua ching t6i khéng biét dén ké hoach nay. Tham chi
ching t6i con chwa n6i cho chi Amos biét. Ké hoach nay dang sg dén mitc
ay day.
“Ta — ta ghét nhuw thé 1am,” Bast dap. “Nhung Carter a, ta that sy khong biét
10i dap dau. Con néu chau bat dau hoi han vé bong thi chau sé phai dao béi
vao trong vung vo cung nguy hiém-”
Co tiéng go 1én ctra thw vién. Cleo va Khufu xuét hién ngay dau cau thang.
“Xin 16i da quay ray,” Cleo néi. “Carter nay, Khufu méi tir phong cau di ra.
Hinh nhuw né dang non néng mudn dwgc noéi chuyén véi cau day.”
“Agh!” Khufu nai ni.
Bast dich lai ngon ngit khi dot. “Né bao c6 10i trieu goi cau tt chau nuwéc
boéi cau day Carter. Loi triéu riéng tw.”
Ct nhu la t6i chwa bi du ap lwc khong bang. Chi c6 mot nguoi triéu goi toi
qua hinh anh béi cau, va néu c6 ay dang lién lac vdi t6i gitta ltic khuya
khodt thé nay thi han phai la tin x4u r6i.
“Cuoc hop giai tan,” t6i bao nhitng nguoi con lai. “Gadp lai moi nguoi vao
sang mai.”

4. TOI HOT Y KIEN CHIM BO CAU CHIEN TRANH
TOI PHAI LONG BE NUOC CHO CHIM TAM.
Pa s0 cac ban thwong kiém tra dién thoai hay xem tin nhan, hay la ¢t bi am
anh v&i nhitng gi dam con gai néi vé minh trén mang. Con t0i, t6i thi khong
thé roi xa chau nuwdc boi.
Chi la mot chiéc dia can bang dong dat trén bé d4, trén ban cong bén ngoai
phong ngu cua t6i. Nhing hé khi nao c6 @ trong phong la t6i cit thdy minh
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trom li€c ra chdu nuwdc ay, long tranh dau cwdng lai niém thoi thic dwoc
phong ra ngoai kia ma kiém tra xem c6 thoang nhin thdy duwgc Zia hay
khong.

biéu ky cuc la — t6i tham chi con khong thé goi Zia la ban géi cia minh. Ta
goi mot ngwoi la gi dy nhi khi ta phai l1ong v6i pho twgng shabti ban sao cta
nguoi dy, roi khi gidi citu dwgc ngwoi that dé roi phat hién ra c6 ay khong
c6 cung cam xtc nhw minh? Thé ma Sadie lai nghi may méi quan hé cta n6
m&i phitc tap co day.

Sau thang qua, t* khi Zia chuyén di dén giup cho chu toi tai Vung Mat,
chau nuwdc kia 1a kénh lién lac duy nhét gitta ching t6i. T6i da trai qua lam
gio dong ho nhin cham cham vao chiu nwéc 4y, tro chuyén véi Zia. T6i
chiu khong thé nhd ra c6 ay trong nhu thé nao ma khong c6 viing dau nuwée
dwgc phu phép gon séng lan tan quanh gwong mat co ay.

Chay 1én dén dwoc ban cong thi téi da hut ca hoi. Ttr bé mat viing dau, Zia
nhin thang 1én t6i. Hai tay c6 dang khoanh lai; hai mat gian di, trong nhuw
thé sap tée Itra ra. (Chau nwdc boi dau tién ma Walt tao ra qua that da co tée
Itra, nhung ddy lai 1a mot chuyén khac.)

“Nay Carter,” Zia bao, “t6i sé phai bép c6 cau mat.”

Co nang trong that xinh khi de doa giét chét t6i. Qua mot mua hé Zia da dé
cho t6c minh moc dai ra chdm dén vai tao thanh song t6c den nhanh 6ng a.
Co6 khong phai la pho twong shabti ma t6 da lan dau dem long yéu mén,
nhing guong mat ¢6 van mang nét dep nhu twong tac — s6ng mdi thanh ta,
doi moi mong do, cap mat mau hé phach lap lanh. Lan da c6 sang bong nhw
mau dat nung con &m mdai 1ay tir 10 nung ra.

“Co da nghe chuyén vé Dallas chit gi,” t6i doan dai. “Zia nay, toi xin 16i-”
“Carter, moi nguwoi déu da nghe chuyén vé Dallas roi. Nhitng Vung khac
mot gio qua c giti cho ba cia Amos biét bao 1a tin nhan, yéu cau c6 cau tra
10i. Nhitng phap su & mai xa tit tdn Cuba cling cdm nhan thdy dugc cac
ring dong ti* C6i Am. Vai ké con cho 1a cau di 1am nd tung mot nita bang
Texas. Mot s6 nguoi khac thi bao 1a toan Vung Nam Muoi M6t da bi tiéu
hay. C6 ngwoi néi — c6 ngwoi noi la cau da chét niva co day.”
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Vé lo lang trong giong no6i Zia lam tinh than t6i phan chan 1én mot teo,
nhung cling lam t6i thay minh t6i 16i hon.

“T6i cling muon bao trwdc cho cb biét lam. Nhuwng dén khi bon t6i nhan ra
muc tiéu cia Apophis la Dallas thi bon t6i phai di chuyén ngay lap tic r6i.”
To6i ké cho Zia nghe nhitng gi da xdy ra trong cudc trién lam vé vua Tut, ké
ludén cd nhitng sai 1am va thwong vong ctia bon t6i.

Toi cd doc 14y vé mat cta Zia. Du c6 da qua bao nhiéu thang trgi réi, nhung
viéc doan ra dwoc c6 dang nghi gi that kho v6 cung. Chi dwgc nhin thay co
thoi dwong nhw ludn khién cho ndo bo t6i bi chap mach. Ntra s6 thoi gian
ddy toi khong thé nao nhé dwgc phéi néi nang cau cu cho dang hoang la
nhu thé nao nita.

R6t cudc Zia cling 1dm bam diéu gi d6 bang tiéng A Rap — chic 1a chui rta
gi do.

“To6i mirng la cdu song sét — nhwng Vung Nam Muoi Mot bi tiéu diét w...?”
Co lac lac dau khong tin ndi. “T6i c6 biét Anne Grissom. Ba dy da day cho
toi phép chita lanh khi toi con bé.”

T6i nhd lai nguwdi phu nit téc vang xinh dep choi cung ban nhac, réi dén
chiéc dan vi 6 16ng tan tanh bén mép h6é bom no.

“Ho la nhitng ngudi tot,” toi noi.

“La mot so6 dong minh cudi cung cta ching ta ddy,” Zia bdo. “Dam phién
loan da dang do t6i cho cau vé may ca thuwong vong ddy réi. Néu con co
thém vai khu vue roi b6 Amos thi...”

Co khong can phai ndi hét ra suy nghi dy. Mua xuan roi, ddm con do xdu xa
nhat trong Ngbi Nha Sy Song da lap thanh d6i tdn céng dé pha huy Nha
Brooklyn. Chiing t6i da danh thang bon ching.

Amos tham chi da an xa cho bon chung khi chu tré thanh Pai Phap Su tan
nham. Nhung mét s6 ké tir choi khong vé phe chi. BPam phién loan van con
dang ¢ ngoai kia — dang thu gom st*c manh, dang xui giuc nhitng phap su
khac chong lai ching t6i. Lam nhw la chiing t6i can cé thém nhiéu ké thu
nita khong bang.
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“Chiing dang d6 16i cho t6i a?” t6i hoi. “Chung da lién lac véi c6 sao?”
“Con té hon nita ay chit. Chiing da cho loan truyén tin nhan dén cau.”

Mat viing dau lan tan gon song. Toi trong thdy mot guwong mat khac — Sarah
Jacobi, ké cAm dau ddm phién loan. A c6 lan da trdng mau sita, toc den
tuyén cung déi mat den muén doi long lén 6ng anh duwgc to vé chi den qua
dam. Trong chiéc vay trang boc, & ta trong nhi mot con ma ca rong dém hoi
Halloween.

A dang ditng trong cin phong xép hang diy nhitng cay cot bing dd cdm
thach. Sau lwng a ta la chirng nita ta phap sw dang quac mat trirng trirng —
nhitng sat thu sang gia ctia Jacobi. To6i nhan ra chi€c 4o chung mau xanh
bién cung qua dau cao troc cia Kwai, ké bi day ra khéi Vung Bac Han vi da
sat hai mot phap sw dong nghiép. Bitng canh han la Petrovich, mot tén mat
theo nguwoi Ukraina titng c6 thoi lam viéc nhuv mot sat thu cho Vlad
Menshikov, cyu thu cta ching toi.
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Nhitng ké khac thi toi khong nhan dién dugc, nhung t6i khong nghi trong
dam nay c6 ké nao lai xdu xa bang chinh Sarah Jacobi dau. Cho dén khi
duwgc Menshikov thd ra, Sarah tirng bi day dén Nam Cuyrc vi tdi da gay nén
con séng than ngoai An D6 Duong lam chét hon 250 nghin ngudi.

“Carter Kane!” Sarah gao len.

Vi day la m6t man phat hinh, t6i biét chi 1a tro thu phat am bang phap thuat,
nhung giong a ta van lam t6i nhay dung.

“Ngoi Nha Sy Song yéu cau mi phdi dau hang,” & néi. “Nhitng t6i ac mi
gay ra khong thé tha thit duwgc. Mi phdi trd gia bang mang song ctia mi.”
Bung da t6i chuwa kip c6 thdoi gian diu xudng thi mot loat nhitng hinh anh
bao lwc da noi thodng qua trén mat viing dau. Toi trong thay Hon da Rosetta
lam vién Bao tang Anh né tung — vu nay da phong thich Set va khién Cha
toi mat mang ky Giang Sinh vira roi. Lam sao Jacobi lai c6 thé nhin thau
chuyén nay nhi? T6i tréng thdy cudc chién tai Nha Brooklyn mua xuén vira
qua, khi t6i va Sadie vira dén noi tir chiéc thuyén mat troi cda than Ra dé
danh dudi doi quan tan céng cda Jacobi. Nhitng hinh dnh & dwa ra khién
ching t6i trong nhuw nhitng ké hiéu chién — mot 1i du con c6 quyén nang
phap thuat dang danh dap da man Jacobi dang thwvong cung dam ban hitu.
“Mi da phong thich cho Set cung be 1t mon dé,” Jacobi réu rao. “Mi da pha
v& quy luat thiéng liéng nhat cua phap thuat va da hgp tac véi cac than. Vi
lam thé, mi da lam mat can bang thé giéi Ma’at ton ti trat tw, gy ra su khdi
day cua Apophis.”

“Léo toét!” t0i thot 1én. “Apophis nga nao ciling khéi day thoi!”

Thé roi t6i swc nhd 1a minh dang quat vao mot cudn bang video.

Nhitng khung hinh noi tiép nhau. Téi trong thdy toa nha choc troi dang
birng birng ngon ltra trong quan Shibuya & Tokyo, co quan dau ndo cua
Vung Hai Tram Ba Muoi Tw. M6t con quy c6 cai dau hinh thanh kiém vo si
dao dang bay dam sam qua ctra s6 mang theo mot phap su dang gao thét.
To6i trong thdy nha ctia Michel Desjardins, vi Dai Phap Sv cyu nhiém — mot
ngoi nha pho thanh Paris trén con duwong Rue de Pyramides — gio do nat
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hoang tan. Mai nha sup xé. Ctta s6 gay v0. Nhitng cudn van ty ta toi cung
bao cudn sach wét sting nam la liét ngoai khu viedon khong sitc séng, va mot
chir twgng hinh biéu tring cho Hon Mang duwgc dot dong dau in vao cira
tredc nhw danh dau gia suc.

“Mi da gay ra moi chuyén nay.” Jacobi néi. “Mi da trao noi chén cta Dai
Phap Sw cho tén day t&¢ ctia 4c quy. Mi da lam bang hoai cac phap su tré
tudi bang viéc day cho chiing con duong cta cac than. Mi da lam suy yéu
Ngo6i Nha Sy Song dé mac bon ta trong tay Apophis. Bon ta sé khong dung
thit cho chuyén nay. Bat c¢ ké nao theo chan mi déu s€ bi trieng phat.”

Hinh anh chuyén sang ng6i nha Sphinx & Luan Pon, dai ban doanh cua
Vung Anh. Mua hé qua t6i cung Sadie c6 ghé dén noi nay va da c6 dat
duwgc hoa binh véGi ho sau hang gio dong ho thuwong lwgng. T6i trong thay
Kwai xam xam bwdc qua thw vién, dap pha bao bitc twgng cac than va cao
xé sach va@ khoi ké. Mot ta cac phap s nguwoi Anh dang bi xich dirng trudc
Sarah Jacobi, ké da danh thang ho, & dang cam md6t con dao mau den anh
sac lanh. Nguoi ditng dau khu viee, mot 6ng 1do vo hai tén la ngai Leicester,
bi budc phai quy xudng dat. Sarah Jacobi vung dao lén. LwGi dao chém
xuong, va khung hinh chuyén di.

Béan mat 4c ma cuda Jacobi tir mat viing dau nhin trirtng tritng 1én t6i. Hai mat
a t6i den nhu hai h6c mat trong so nguoi.

“Dong ho nha Kane la mét con dai dich. Bon mi phai bi tiéu diét. Hay dau
hang ban than cung gia dinh mi dé dem ra hanh quyét di. Bon ta sé tha
mang cho nhitng ké di theo mi mién la chiing chiu tit bé con duwdng cua cac
than. Ta khong theo dudi chitc danh Phap su trudng lam gi, nhung ta phai
dam nhan 1ay né vi lgi ich cua Ai Cap. Khi dong ho nha Kane chét hét di,
ching ta sé dwgc hung cwong va doan két trd lai. Ching ta sé thao g& bao
ton hai ma bon mi da gay ra va téng khi¢ cac than vung Apophis vé lai Coi
Am. Cong ly r6i sé nhanh chéng tré lai thdi, Carter Kane a. Pay 1a 15i canh
bao duy nhat danh cho mi day.”

Hinh anh Sarah Jacobi tan vao viing dau, con lai tdi mét minh véi hinh anh
phan chiéu cua Zia.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Phai r6i,” t0i run ray néi. “Do6i vdi mot tay giét nguwoi hang loat, mu ta
nghe kha la thuyét phuc nhi.”

Zia gat gu. “Jacobi da xui giuc hay danh bai phan 16n cdc dong minh ctia ta
& chau Au va chau A roi. Kha nhiéu cac cudc tin cong gan day — chéng lai
Paris, Tokyo hay Madrid — déu la tdc pham cta Jacobi ddy, nhung mu ta lai
do cho Apophis — hay 1a cho Nha Brooklyn.”

“That nwe cuwoi.”

“Cau va toi thi biét vay,” Zia dong tinh. “Nhuwng cac phap suv dang lo sg.
Jacobi dang bado v&i ho rang néu dong ho nha Kane bi tiéu diét thi Apophis
sé quay vé Cdi Am va moi chuyén s& quay vé binh thwdng. Phap st mudn
tin vao diéu nay lam. Mu ta dang néi vGi ho rang di theo cau chi la an ti* ma
thoi. Sau vu huy diét Dallas-”

“T6i hiéu r6i,” toi gat 1én.

Toi buwec minh vGi Zia thi that khong cong bang, nhung téi cam thay that bat
lwc. Moi chuyén ching t6i lam dwong nhw déu tré nén hong bét. Toi hinh
dung ra Apophis dang cwdi ha ha dudi Bia Nguc. Cé 1€ day la ly do vi sao
han chwa tap trung toan lyc tdn cong vao Ngoi Nha Sy Song. Han dang vui
thi qua doi ngoi xem chuing t6i tan sat lan nhau.

“Tai sao Jacobi da khong gui thang 16i nhan dén Amos?” t6i hoi. “Cha ay la
Dai Phap Sv co ma.

Zia liéc sang cho khac nhuw thé kiém tra diéu gi day. T6i khong nhin dwgc r6
lam canh vat chung quanh c6, nhung hinh nhw Zia khong phai la dang &
trong phong ky tuc ctia minh tai Vung Mot hay la trong Hanh Lang Thoi
DPai. “Nhu Jacobi cé ndi, chiing xem Amos nhv la day té ctia quy dit. Bon
ching sé khong néi chuyén véi 6ng ay.”

“Bdi vi chu dy bi Set am,” t6i doan. “Pay khong phai la 16i cia chu dy. Cha
da dugc chita lanh. Cha ay 6n ma.”

Zia cau may.

“G1 ch?” toi hoi. “Chu Amos khoe ma, phai khong?”
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“Carter nay, chuyén — chuyén hoi phitc tap. Nghe nay, van dé cha yéu la
Jacobi co. Mu ta da tiép quan can c@ lic tredc cha Menshikov & St
Petersburg. Noi nay giong nhv mot phao dai kién ¢6 ¢ nhv Vung Mat vay.
Chung ta khéng biét mu ay dang toan tinh gi hay la dang c6 bao nhiéu phap
st trong tay. Ching ta khong biét mu ta sé tdn cong & dau vao lic nao.
Nhung mu ta sé sém tan cong thoi.”

Cong ly r6i sé nhanh chéng trd lai. Pay sé la 16i canh bao duy nhét danh
cho mi day.

biéu gi ddy mach béo to6i rang Jacobi sé khong chong tan cong la Nha
Brooklyn dau, sau lan truéc mu ta da bi nhuc nha é ché nhw thé. Nhung néu
mu dy muon chiém linh 1ay Ngbi Nha Sy Song va tiéu diét dong doi Kane
thi muc tiéu cia mu c6 thé 1a gi khac day chi?

T6i dan mat vao Zia, nhan ra c6 dang suy nghi nhitng gi.

“Khong,” t6i néi. “Chung sé khong bao gio tan cong Vung Mot dau. Lam
vay chi cé ma ty sat. Noi nay da ton tai cd nam nghin nam ré6i.”

“Carter a... bon t6i yéu hon la cau nghi day. Bon t6i chang bao gio cé da
nhan lyc. Gid thi rat nhiéu phap suw gidi nhat cta ching t6i da bién mat, c6
kha nang la di sang phe kia r6i. Ching t6i chi c6 lai vai nguwdi dan 6ng 16n
tudi cung may dita bé hoang sg, cong thém Amos va t6i.” Co dang tay ra
bure boi. “Va hét nira thoi gian toi ot bi mac ket lai day-”

“Huom da,” t6i kéu 1én. “C6 dang & dau thé?”

bau do vé phia tay trai ctia Zia, mét giong nam tho thé, “Xin chaoooo!”

Zia thé dai. “Hay that. Ong ta vira thitc gidc.”

Mot dng 3o thd miit vao chau nude béi. Ong ta nhe ring cudi, phd ra ding
hai céi rang. Mai dau héi loi nhan nheo cua 6ng khién 6ng trong nhu mot
dta bé bi 1o hda. “Ngwa van day nay!”

Ong ta h4 mém muon hit hét dau ra khéi chau, 1am cho toan canh bi lung
lay chao dao.

“Troi oi, dirng!” Zia kéo ngugc 6ng ldo lai. “Ong khong dwgc udng dau
phép chit. Ching ta sé néi chuyén vé diéu nay. Pay, an chiéc banh quy nay
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di.”

“Banh quy!” 6ng ldo réo 1én. “Wheee!” Ong nhay nhét bé di mang theo
moén do an ngon lanh trong tay.

Ong ngoai nghénh nging cua Zia ddy w? Khong phai. P4y 1a than Ra, than
mat troi, la vi pharaoh thiéng liéng dau tién ctia Ai Cap va la ké thu khong
doi troi chung ctia Apophis. Mua xuan r6i chiing t6i da truy lung vi than
nay, danh thitc 6ng ta khoi gidc ngu mé, tin twéng rang ong ta sé khéi day
moi quyén uy khai hoan cia minh ma chién dau chong lai con ran Hon
Mang cho chung toi chu.

Thay vi thé, than Ra thitc gidc thanh mdt ngudi mat tri nghénh ngang. Ong
ay chi gioi viéc gam banh quy, nhéu dai va hat ho may bai ngdé ngan ma
thoi. Chién dau chong lai Apophis v? Khong ich gi cho lam.

“C0 lai phai trong tré nita a?” toi hoi.

Zia nhin vai. “O day 1a méi qua binh minh. Horus va Isis tréng chirng 6ng
ay hau nhw 1a moi dém trén chiéc thuyén mat trdi. Nhung con ban ngay
thi... a, Ra cau kinh han 1én néu t6i khong ghé tham, con may vi than con
lai chdang ai mu6n trong chirng 6ng ta ca. No6i that nhé, Carter...” Zia ha
giong. “To6i rat sg nhitng chuyén ma cac than c6 thé gay ra lam néu than Ra
bi b6 mac mot minh vGi bon ho. Ho dang cang ngay cang ngdy 6ng ay roi.”
“Wheee!” Ra ngan nga ¢ dau do phia sau.

Tim t6i lai chung xu6ng. Lai thém mot diéu nita phai thay toi 16i: t6i da
trong vao cd Zia cai nghia vu lam v em cho than mat troi. Ban ngay thi ket
trong dién ngai vang cua cac than, hang dém lai phai giip cho Amos cai
quan Vung Mot, Zia duwong nhu chang con thdi gian ngta nghé, thoi gian di
hen ho lai cang it 6i hon nita — ngay ca khi t6i c6 thé cé di can dam ma mai
co ay.

Tat nhién, viéc nay cling khong quan trong gi nita néu Apophis huy diét thé
gidi, hay néu Sarah Jacobi cung cac sat thu phap thuat cia mu ta tim dén
toi. T6i ban khodn mot chap liéu Jacobi noi c6 ding — liéu thé gidi nay da di
trat chia bdi vi dong déi nha Kane, va liéu khong c6 ching toi thi thé gidi
c6 tot dep hon chang.
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Toi thay Iyc bat tong tam dén mitc trong mot thoang t6i tirng nghi dén viéc
triéu goi quyén nang ctia Horus. Han t6i c6 thé st dung dugc tinh than can
dam lan long tv tin cda vi than chién tranh nay lam ch&. Nhuwng t6i lai
khong nghi rang viéc hoi nhap nhitng suy nghi ctia minh véi Horus lai sé la
y kién hay. Céc tinh cdm trong t6i da qua dua 16n xon roi khong can dén mot
giong noi khac trong dau toi, thic giuc t6i tién thém trén bo vyec tham nita.
“T6i biét cai vé mat day roi nhé,” Zia qud. “Cau khong thé ty trach ban than
duwgc, Carter a. Néu khong nho c6 cau va Sadie, thi Apophis han da huy diét
ca thé gidi nay roi. Van con hy vong ma.”

K€ hoach B, t6i tham nghi. Trtt phi chiing t6i c6 thé nghi thong diéu bi an
vé cac hinh béng va lam cach nao dé dung chiing chong lai Apophis, bang
khong thi chiing t6i sé ket v&i ké hoach B, nghia la chac chan cai chét sé
dén vdi t6i va Sadie cho du la ké hoach c6 thanh cong di nita. Nhung toi sé
khong noi cho Zia biét chuyén nay dau. Co ay khong can biét thém bat ky
thong tin dang lo nao nita.

“Co0 noi phai,” t6i dap. “Chung ta sé nghi ra gi day.”

“T6i nay toi sé quay vé Vung Mot. Lic dy hay goi cho t6i nhé? Ching ta
phai n6i chuyén ve-”

Co gi day rung rung am am sau lwng Zia, nhw 1a mot vién ngoéi da dang
nghién qua san.

“Sobek dang ¢ day,” Zia thi thao. “To6i ghét ga nay. Noi chuyén sau vay.”
“Cho da Zia,” t6i goi. “N6i chuyén vé gi cg?”

Nhung mdt viing dau da héa den ngom, Zia da bién mat.

Toi can phai ngt. Thay vi thé, toi lai di di lai lai quanh phong.

Nhitng can phong ky tic tai Nha Brooklyn that hét sdy — giwdng ém ném
am, TV man hinh chét lvgng cao, internet khong day t6c do cao va cac ta
lanh mini ty tri* thém do6 an mot cach ky diéu. Ca mot quan doan nhitng
choi, nhitng gié lau cung cay phti bui dugc phu phép gitt cho moi thit duwgc
ngan nap. Cac ti chim ludén day quan 4o sach, vira van nhu in.
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Tuy vay, phong ctia t6i c6 cdm gidc nhuw cai chuéng. Cé 1é vi ban cung
phong cua t6i la mot con khi dot. Khufu khong thwong & trong nay (thuwong
thi n6 hay & dwdi lau vGi Cleo hay la dé cho dam cap-mat-ca chai 1ong cho
minh), nhung trén givdng n6 van in dau than minh khi dét, trén ban ngu la
hop Cheerios va mot chiéc du bang 16p xe duwgc gan noi goc phong. Thit
nay dugc Sadie thiét dat nhv mot tro dua, nhwng Khufu lai thich céi du dén
muc t6i khong thé thdo n6 di dugce. Van dé la téi quen véi viéc cé Khufu &
quanh minh r6i. Gio khi né bo ra nhiéu thoi gian v6i bon nhéc con, téi lai
thdy nhd nd. N6 dan da da trd thanh thit t6i yéu quy than thuéc mot cach deé
mén dén kho chiu, kiéu nhw 1a con em géi cua toi vay.

[Phai r6i Sadie. Em lwong tredc dugce chuyén nay ma.]

Nhitng hinh anh man hinh cho tréi dap diu qua man hinh laptop cua toi.
Anh Cha t6i tai mdt khu khai quat & Ai Cap, trong thu thai va nim quyén
chi huy trong b6 quan do kaki da chién, tay 4o xan cao lén hai canh tay
cuon cudn ram nang khi 6ng gio 1én khoe cai dau bang da bi v ctia mot
pho twgng pharaoh nao d6. Mai dau héi cung chom rau cia Cha khién 6ng
trong hoi chuit ang ac khi ong cuoi.

MGt bitc anh khéac hinh chii Amos dang trinh dién trén san khau cau lac bo
nhac jazz, dang choi ken saxophone. Chu deo kinh t6i mau tron xoe, nén c6
vanh mau xanh cung bo vest bang lua dong mau, duwgc cat may vira khéo
khong ché vao dau dugc nhw moi khi. Mai toc tét sat dau cua chu duwgc bén
v6éi mdy vién ngoc bich. That ra téi chwa khi nao chitng kién chii Amos
trinh dién trén san khau, nhwng t6i lai thich bitc anh nay vi chu trong that
tran day sttc song va hanh phtc — khong giong nhw chd nhitng ngay nay, khi
ganh ndng lanh dao de nang trén hai vai. That khong may lam sao bitc anh
nay cling goi cho t6i nhd dén Anne Grissom, nit phap su vung Texas cung
cady dan vi 0 16ng, h6i dau t6i nay con dang vui vé la thé trwdc khi mat
mang.

Man hinh cho thay déi. To6i trong thdy me minh tdng minh trén goi khi toi
con la dira bé. Khi day t6i c6 mai téc xu bong ky cuc, Sadie thuwong hay
choc t6i vi mai téc nay. Trong anh, t6i dang mac bd do ngu dinh day nhitng

https://thuviensach.vn



vét khoai nghién. T6i dang nam hai ngon tay céi ctia me, trong vé mat hét
hai khi ba tang t6i lén xuong, nhu thé t6i dang nghi, Cho con xudng di! Me
toi xinh dep nhw moi khi, du la dang mac 4o phong quan jean da cii, toc
duwgc budc ra sau bang chiéc khan ran. Ba mim cuwdi nhin xuéng t6i nhw thé
toi la diéu ky diéu nhét ctia cude doi ba.

Nhin vao bitc hinh nay dau long 1am, nhuwng t6i van cit nhin.

T6i nhG dén diéu Sadie tirng bdo t6i — rang c6 thit gi day dang anh hwdng
dén nhitng linh hon ctia nguwdi chét, va ching t6i cé thé sé khong dugc trong
thay lai me minh tri khi ching t6i nghi ra dwoc diéu gi do.

To6i hit mot hoi sau. Cha t6i, cha to6i, me t6i — tat cad déu la nhitng phap sw
day quyén nang. Tat ca déu da hy sinh qua nhiéu dé khoi phuc lai Ng6i Nha
Sy Song.

Ho déu 16n tudi hon, thong thai hon va manh mé hon téi. Ho da c6 dugc
hang bao thap ky dé rén luyén phap thuat. Sadie va t6i chi c6 chin thang.
Ay vay ma ching t6i can phai lam dugc mot chuyén ma triéc nay chwa mot
phap su nao tirng lam duwgc — danh bai Apophis.

T6i di dén ta quan éo, 16i chiéc vali du hanh cii k§ cia minh xuéng. Chi la
mot chiéc hanh ly xach tay bang da mau den, nhw hang triéu nhitng chiéc
khac ma ban hay thay ngoai san bay dy. Hang bao nam trdi t6i da kéo 1€ cai
vali ndy quanh thé gi6i khi tdi du hanh cling Cha t6i. Ong da huan luyén
cho t6i phai song véi chi nhithg mon vat dung minh c6 thé mang theo.

T6i m@ vali ra. Gio thi vali rong khong chi c6 mot moén: chiéc twgng be bé
hinh con ran cuén dugc cham vao da granite do, khac day nhitng chi twgng
hinh. Tén trén twgng — Apophis — da bi gach di va dugc nhitng 16i nguyén
rang budc day quyén thuat viét de 1én, nhung dau vay bic tiéu twgng nay
van la mén d6 nguy hiém nhat trong ca ng6i nha nay — mot sy dai dién cho
ké thu.

Sadie, Walt va t6i da bi mat tao ra vat nay (bat chap sw phan doi kich liét
cta Bast). Ching toi chi tin twdng Walt vi ching t6i can ky nang tao bua
ctia cau ta. Tham chi cd chd Amos chac ciing sé khong tan thanh cho mot
cudc thtr nghiém nguy hiém dén vay. Chi mot sai lam, mét 16i chi khong
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phu hgp, thi bitc twgng nay c6 thé bién tir moén vii khi chong lai Apophis
thanh mdt cong vao cho phép han ty do tién vao Nha Brooklyn. Nhung
ching t6i phdi chap nhan rai ro. Trit phi ching t6i tim dwgc cach khac dé
danh bai con ran, bang khong t6i va Sadie sé phéi dung dén pho twgng nay
cho ké hoach B.

“Y twéng ngu xudn,” ngodi ban cong mot giong néi vong vao.

Mot chi chim b6 cau dang dau trén thanh lan can. Trong cai nhin cham
cham ctia con chim c6 gi ddy rat la khong mang vé giéng chim b6 cau chut
nao. Cai nhin ay trong khong chuit sg sét, gan nhw la nguy hiém; con t6i thi
nhan ra giong noi ay, giong mang hoi hwém nhu dan 6ng day tinh hiéu
chién hon la thit giong ban thwong nghi mot thanh vién trong ho bé cau hay
co.

“Horus u?” toi hoi.

Chim bo cau gat dau. “Ta vao dwgc chi?”

T6i biét ong ta hoi khong phéi chi vi lich sw. Ng6i nha dugce phu phép
nghiém ngat dé ngan khong cho nhitng loai gay hai vao, nhw la chuot, méi
hay cac vi than Ai Cap.

“To6i cho phép 6ng budc vao,” toi trinh trong noi. “Horus, trong hinh dang
cda... vm... chim b6 cau.”

“Cam on.” Chim b6 cau nhdy xu6ng khoi lan can ma quay qua budc vao.
“Tai sao chit?” t6i héi.

Horus giii giii 16ng. “A, ta muén tim mot con chim wng kia, nhung & New
York nay thi ching hoi hiém. Ta mu6én mot th gi d6 c6 canh, cho nén bo
cau c6 vé la lra chon thich hgp nhat. Chung thich ¢ng t6t véi thanh thi, lai
khong sg con nguoi. Ching la thit chim cao quy, cau khong nghi thé sao?”
“Cao quy that,” toi dong tinh. “Pay la ti nglt dau tién ndy ra trong tri t6i
khi t6i nghi vé chim bo cau day.”

“Qua that vay,” Horus hoa theo.

RO la nghé thuat néi mia khong ton tai trong thé giéi Ai Cap Co Dai, vi
hinh nhw Horus ching bao gid hiéu dugc. Ong ta tét 1én givong t6i ma mo
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lay vai miéng Cheerios con sét lai tir bita tria ctia Khufu.

“E,” toi canh cdo, “néu 6ng ma i 1én chin cta toi thi-”

“Lam on di. Cac vi than chién tranh khong i 1én chin man gi dau. A, ngoai
trir cai lan no-"

“Quén la toi da noi gi di.”

Horus nhay phéc 1én mép vali cta t6i. Ong ta nhin xuéng bic tiéu tuwgng
ctia Apophis. “Nguy hiém,” 6ng bao. “Nguy hiém qu4, Carter a.”

T6i dau cé néi cho Horus biét vé ké hoach B, nhung cting khéng ngac nhién
la 6ng ta lai biét. Horus va t6i da sé chia suy nghi qua nhiéu lan r6i. Toi
cang gidi diéu chuyén nguon phap thuét cua ong ta, thi ching t6i cang thau
hiéu nhau nhiéu hon. Khuyét diém ctia phap thuat thanh than nay la khong
phai lic nao t6i cling cé thé dong mai lién hé dé lai dugc.

“Pay la ké hoach dy phong trong trwdng hgp khan cdp ctia ching t6i,” t6i
bdo. “Chung t6i dang c6 tim cach khac day.”

“Bang cach tim kiém cu6n van ty kia ch gi,” Horus nhé lai. “Ban sao cudi
cung cua ban bi dot chay tai Dallas t6i nay.”

T6i kim nén niém thoi thic dwge dam cho con chim bo cau mot ca. “Phai.
Nhung Sadie da tim thdy hop chita bong. N6 nghi day 1a mot thit manh moi
gi d6. Ong chic 1a khong biét dieu gi vé viéc st dung bong chéng lai
Apophis dau, phai khong nhi?”
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Chim b6 cau xoay dau di nghiéng nghiéng. “Khoéng han. Nhitng hiéu biét
cta ta vé phap thuat kha la don gian dé hiéu. Dung kiém tan cong ké thu
cho dén ching chét. Néu ching dirng 1én, tiép tuc tdn cong ching. Lap lai
néu can thiét. Chiéu nay c6 tac dung khi chong lai Set day.”

“Sau bao nhiéu nam chinh chién ay nhi?”

Chim b6 cAu tritng mét nhin t6i. “Y cau 1a sao?”

Tbi quyét dinh 14 nén trdnh cai co. Horus 13 than chién tranh. Ong ta thich
danh ddm, nhung da phai mat bao nhiéu nam md&i danh bai dugc Set, vi ac
than. Ma Set so v&i Apophis thi chi 1a tro nhai nhép — la nguén lyc nguyén
thiy ctia Hon Mang. Dung kiém ma quat Apophis thi sé chang c6 tac dung
gl.

T6i nghi dén diéu lic ndy Bast ti'ng ndi, khi & trong thw vién.

“Liéu than Thoth cé biét nhiéu hon vé hinh béng khéng?” t6i hoi.

“Chac la c6,” Horus lam bam. “Thoth thi c6 gidéi giang gi dau ngoai viéc
nghién cttu mdy cudn van tiy moc meo cua han chit.” Horus ngam nghia bitc
twgng ran. “Buon cuwoi that... ta vira chgt nhé ra mét chuyén. Thoi xua,
nguwoi Ai Cap dung cung mét ti chi twgng va bong, bdi vi ca hai déu la
phién ban sao chép nhé hon ctia mét vat thé. Ca hai déu dugce goi la sheut.”
“Ong dang c6 néi cho toi diéu gi ddy a?”

Chim bo cdu lai giii giti 1ong. “Khdng cé gi. Chi la ta chgt ngd ra, khi nhin
vao pho trong ltic cau dang néi chuyén vé béng ay ma.”

Mot cam giac lanh cong lan toa ra gitta hai xwong ba vai cua toi.

Boéng... twong.

Mua xuan roi Sadie va t6i da quan sat khi vi ciru Pai Phap Suw Desjardins
tung 101 chd nguyén raa vao Apophis. Ngay ca khi chong lai nhitng con quy
th yéu, thi 16i chd nguyén rda cling rat nguy hiém. Viéc ban can lam la tiéu
hiy mot bite twgng nhé ctia muc tiéu, va khi lam thé, sé cay dang hay diét
luén chinh muc tiéu dé, x6a bé né khoi thé gidi. Chi pham mét sai lam thoi,
l1a moi thit sé bat dau no6 tung — bao gom ca phap su da dwa ra 10i nguyén ay.
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O duéi Am Phu kia, Desjardins da dung mot bitc twong t tao nho nhé dé
chong lai Apophis. Vi Pai Phap Suv da mat mang khi dwa ra 16i nguyén ay
va chi c6 thé day dugc Apophis I sdu hon mdt chit vao Cdi Am ma théi.
Sadie va toi hy vong rang v4i mét pho twgng phap thuat hing manh hon thi
khi ca hai chiing t6i két hgp véi nhau c6 thé hoan toan nguyén raa Apophis,
hay it nhét 12 quing han that sdu vao Cdi Am dé hin sé khong bao gid quay
trg lai duoc.

Dbay la ké hoach B. Nhung chting t6i biét rang mot 10i nguyén manh mé dén
vay sé hut di rat nhiéu nang lwong c6 kha nang lay di mang séng cua chiing
toi. Tru khi chung t6i tim ra phuwong cach khac.

Twong lam bong, bong lam twong.

Ké hoach C bat dau hinh thanh trong tri t6i — mot y twéng dién ré dén mirc
toi chang mudn noi ra thanh 10i.

“Horus nay,” toi than trong hoi, “Apophis c6 bong khong nhi?”

Con chim b6 cau chép chép doi mat do. “That 1a mot cau héi ky la! Sao cau
lai...?” Ong ta liéc xudng bitc tiéu twong mau dé. “O... O. Qua 1a thong
minh day. Dién ro cé thita, nhung thong minh. Cdu nghi phién ban Cudén
Sach dé danh bai Apophis, cai cu6n ma Apophis nén néng muon tiéu hay di
ay... cau nghi cuon sach 4y c6 chita mot cau than chu bi mat dé-”

“T6i khong biét,” toi dap. “Ciling dang dé hdi than Thoth ma. Cé 1é ong ay
biét diéu gi day.”

“Cé 1&,” Horus cau nhau. “Nhung ta thi van cho mét cudc tan cong tryc
dién la phdi cach.”

“Puong nhién la 6ng nghi thé r6i.”

Chim b6 cau gat gu. “Ching ta dd manh ma, ciu va ta ay. Chung ta nén két
hop lyc lvgng, Carter a. Hay dé cho ta cung st dung hinh dang ctia cau nhw
c6 lan ta da lam. Ching ta cé thé thong lanh dao quan gém than va con
nguwoi dé danh bai con ran kia. Néu cting nhau, chiing ta sé thong tri ca thé
gidi.”
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Co 1é y twdng nay han da c6 sitc hap dan hon nhiéu néu nhuw t6i khong dang
nhin va mot con chim mdp mip trén 16ng con vuong vai vun Cheerios. Dé
cho mot con chim b6 cau thong tri thé gidi nghe nhw 1a mot y twéng toi.
“Toi sé ban lai chuyén nay vGi ong sau,” toi dap. “Trwdc tién toi phai noi
chuyén vadi than Thoth da.”

“Troi,” Horus vo vo canh. “Han ta van con dang & Memphis, tai cdi san van
dong thé thao nwc cwdi cia han. Nhung néu ciau cé dy dinh mudn gap han
thi ta sé khong cho lau dau.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Pdy la chuyén ta dén day dé bao véi cau,” Horus dap. “Chuyén giita cac
than vd&i nhau dang tré nén phitc tap. Apophis dang chia ré bon ta, tan cong
bon ta titng ngwdi mot, giong nhw han dang lam véi cac phap sw cua cau
day. Thoth la ngwgi dau tién lanh hau qua.”

“Lanh hau qua... nhw thé nao?”

Con chim b6 cau thé phi pho. Mot lan khéi ttt moé né cudn 1én. “Troi dat oi.
Con vat chua cta ta dang ty huy hoai. N6 khong thé giit linh hon ta thém
duwgc bao lau nita r6i. Nhanh nhanh 1én nhé Carter. Ta dang gap rac roi véi
viéc doan két cac than lai vdi nhau, con lao Ra gia kia thi chang dang gitp
gi dugc cho tinh than cta bon ta cd. Néu cau va ta khong sém thong linh
cac quan doan cuia minh, c6 thé roi ching ta sé chang con lai dwgc quan
doan nao dé ma thong linh dau.”

“Nhung ma-”

Chim b6 cdu lai nac cut ra thém mdt ngum khoi nita. “Ta phdi di day. Chuc
may man nhé.”

Horus bay ra khéi ctra s6, bo lai t6i mot minh cung biftc ti€u twgng cda
Apophis va vai cong 16ng xam.

T6i ngt say nhw xac wdp. Pay la phan hay ho. Phan khong hay la Bast da
dé cho t6i ngn dén tan chiéu.

“Sao co khong thirc chau day chit?” toi trach. “Chau c6 viéc phai lam co
ma!”
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Bast dang hai tay ra. “Sadie muon thé. T6i qua chau da c6 mot dém khé
nhoc r6i. Sadie bdo chau can phai nghi ngoi. Véi lai, ta la méo co ma. Ta
ton trong tinh thiéng liéng cta gidc ngu.”

T6i van con buc lam, nhung mot phan trong toi biét rang Sadie néi phai.
bém hom trudce toi da van dung rat nhiéu quyén nang phap thuat roi, lai con
di nga rat mudn nita chit. Co 1€ - chi la c6 1€ thoi — Sadie that l1ong quan tam
dén lgi ich cua t6i.

[T6i vira nhac thdy con bé biu moi ché nhao t6i, nén co6 1€ la khong dau. ]
Toi tam goi thay quan do. Khi dam nhéc kia tan hoc vé, t6i lai dang cam
thdy minh nhw la con nguai.

Phai, t0i noi la tan hoc, nhv la tv mot treong hoc xwa cti binh thwong.
Ching t6i da trdi qua mua xudn réi phu dao cho dam v& long tai Nha
Brooklyn, nhung khi hoc ky mua thu bat dau thi Bast da quyét dinh rang
dam nhoc c6 thé kinh qua chut doi song nguwdi pham thong thwong. Gid thi
ban ngay dam nhoc di hoc tai hoc vién gan day trong khu Brooklyn con
bubi chiéu va cac ngay cudi tuan chiing sé hoc vé phap thuat.

T6i la ngudi duy nhét & lai nha. Trudc nay t6i van ludn hoc tai gia ddy thoi.
Y twéng phai d6i phé véi ti khoa dung do, véi thoi khéa biéu, sach gido
khoa cung thic an trong can tin ngoai viéc phai cai quan Vung Hai Muoi
Mot that qua stic toi.

Céac ban han cho la dam nhéc kia sé than phién chit gi, nhat la Sadie ay.
Nhung, thue té 13, viéc di hoc vGi bon nhéc la thwong thoi. Bon con gai thi
vui vé vi c6 duwgce thém nhiéu ban (dong thoi it thit con trai mat nét dé ve
van hon, ching béo thé). Bon con trai thi cé thé choi thé thao cung cac doi
thue thu thay vi phai mot choi mot véi Khufu st dung may bitc tuwgng Ai
Cap dé choi béng r6. Con vdi Bast thi, ¢ ay thay vui khi c6 dugc mot ngdi
nha im ang dé c6 thé dudi minh trén san nha hay ngu thiép di duwéi anh mat
troi.

Du la gi di nita, ltic moi ngwoi con lai vé dén nha, téi da suy nghi rat lung
vé hai cudc tro chuyén gitta t6i vdi Zia va Horus. Ké hoach ma t6i qua toi
hinh thanh nén van nghe ra dién khung lam, nhung t6i quyét dinh day c6
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thé 1a no lyc hiéu qua nhat cta ching t6i. Sau khi tom tat cho Sadie va Bast
nghe, c6 ta (ngac nhién dén phat ngai) lai dong y vGi t0i, chiing toi quyét
dinh da dén lic phai néi cho nhitng ngwdi ban con lai ctia ching toi biét.
Ching t6i quay quan dung bita t6i ngoai hang hién chinh. Day la mot cho
dung bita dé thwong, c6 nhitng rao chan vo hinh dé ngan gid, cung tam nhin
dep mat xuéng song Dong cung Manhattan. Thitc an xuat hién mot cach ky
diéu, va van luon ngon lanh. Dau vay, t6i lai sg ngbi an ngoai hién lam.
Trong chin thang ching t6i da t6 chitc moi budi hop quan trong & ngoai nay.
T6i da dén mitc lién twdng moi bita tdi ngoi an cung nhau vGi cac tham hoa
co day.

Chung t6i chat day thirc an buffet 1én dia trong khi chid ca sau bach tang lam
nguoi canh gac cho chung toi, Philip xit Macedonia, dang vui vé tée nuéc
trong ho boi. Viéc dung bita ngay canh mot con ca sdu dai 6 mét cling phai
mat chit thoi gian md&i lam quen dwgc, nhung Philip dugc huédn luyén ky
lwong lam. N6 chi an thit heo mu6i, may con chim nwéc lang thang di lac
vao day hodc thi thoang la bon quai vat xam nhap vao day thoi.

Bast ngo6i ngay dau ban v&i mot hop Purina Fancy Feast. Sadie cung toi
ngoi ¢ dau ban doi dién. Khufu da bo di chan dat ddm cap-mat-c4, con vai
em chung t6i méi tuyén vao dang & trong nha lam bai tdp vé nha hodc hoc
dé bat kip chiéu thitc ra 16i chiat, nhung hau hét nhitng nguwdi cha dao déu
dang hién dién — mot ta hitng hoc vién vd long ban dan anh.

Néu sao vGi viéc dém qua di dién bién xdu dén thé nao, thi moi nguoi
dwong nhu dang trong tinh trang tinh than phan chan dén la ky. T6i thay cé
vé mirng vi cac ban chwa biét dén 10i de doa giét choc qua bang video ctia
Sarah Jacobi. Julian lién tuc nhdy tang 1én tang xuong trén ghé va cudoi toe
toét chang vi ly do gi. Cleo cung Jaz thi tham thi thut v&i nhau r6i khic
khich cwdi. Tham chi ca Felix dwong nhu ciling c6 vé da hoi tam tr sau cu
soc & Dallas. Cau chang dang ngoi khac nhitng twgng shabti chin canh cut
bé xiu tir mén khoai ty nghién r6i héa phép cho chiing song day.

Chi c6 Walt 1a trong u rii. Anh chang to con nay chang ldy mén nao vao dia
trir ba ca ca r6t cung mot khoanh Jell-O. (Khufu ci# nang nac béo la Jell-O
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c6 thanh phan chita lanh chia dao). Can ¢t vao vé cang thang quanh hai mat
Walt cong vGi ctt dong citng nhac cta cau ay, t6i doan la con dau cua cau
gio tham chi con té hon ca t6i qua.

Toi quay sang Sadie. “Pang xdy ra chuyén gi a? Moi ngudi c6 vé... thiéu
tap trung.”

Sadie trgn mat nhin t6i. “Em c mai quén la anh khong dén trwong. Carter
nay, toi nay la dém khiéu vii lan dau! Ba trwong hoc khac cling sé c6 mat.
Bon minh c6 thé hop nhanh nhanh vao, dugc khong vay?”

“Em dua sao,” toi ndi. “Anh dang tinh dén cac ké hoach cho Ngay Pen Téi,
con em thi lai lo dén bu6i khiéu vii muon a?”

“Em da nhac anh vu nay cat lan roi,” Sadie nai ni. “V§i lai, bon em can thit
gi do dé xoc lai tinh than. Nao, gid thi hdy ndi cho moi ngwoi nghe ké
hoach ctia anh di. Vai dita bon em con phai quyét dinh xem nén mac do gi
day.”

T6i muodn cai lai 1am, nhwng nhitng ngwoi khac dang tréng ngéng nhin vao
tOi.

T6i hang giong. “Thoi dugc. Toi biét 1a c6 cudc khiéu vii, nhwng ma-”

“Vao luc bay gio,” Jaz bao. “Cau cling dén chi, phai khong?”

C06 mim cuwoi véi toi. Co nay dang... tan toi day a?

[Sadie cit bao toi la cham lut. Nay, t6i con c6 bao chuyén khac trong dau co
ma. |

“Um... th — thé cho nén ma théi,” t6i 14p bap. “Ching ta can néi vé chuyén
da xay ra ¢ Dallas, va chuyén sé xdy ra sau nay.”

Cau nay lam tinh than moi ngwoi tat ngtim. Bao nu cwoi lim di. Cac ban t6i
lang nghe t6i nhac lai nhiém vu ctia ching t6i tai Vung Nam Muoi Mot, vé
viéc tiéu hiy Cudn Sach dé danh bai Apophis va vé viéc thu dwgc chiéc hop
chita bong. T6i ké cho mo ngudi nghe vé yéu cau ctia Sarah Jacobi budc t6i
dau hang ctung tinh hinh hon loan giita cac than ma Horus da dé cap dén.
Sadie xen vao. Con bé gidi thich cudc cham tran ky quai gitta n6 va guong
mat trén twong, cung hai vi than va hon ma me chiing t6i. Sadie chia xé linh
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tinh ctia n6 rang co hoi cao nhat cho ching t6i danh bai Apophis la cé lién
quan gi ddy dén cac hinh bong.

Cleo gio tay lén. “Thé nghia la... dam phap su phéan loan dwa ra an t@ cho
cau. Cac than khong thé gitap cho chiing ta. Apophis c6 thé khéi day bat ci
lic nao, va cudn van ty cudi cung c6 kha nang gitp chiing ta danh bai han
da bi tieu huay. Nhung ching ta khong phai lo, vi ching ta dang c6 mot
chiéc hop rong khong cung du cdm mo ho vé may cai béong.”

“Cha cha Cleo,” Bast Ién tiéng vé nguwdng md, “co qua la c6 mat nanh noc
nhw méo ay!”

T6i dn hai tay xuéng mat ban. Han sé chi can ra sitc mot teo thdi la téi c6
thé triéu goi strc manh than Horus ma dap cho cai ban tan tanh thanh manh
vun roi. Nhung to6i khong nghi lam thé sé gitp ich gi cho danh tiéng la mot
nguoi lanh dao binh tinh, biét kiém ché ctia minh.

“Pay con hon la mét dw cam mo ho ddy,” t6i noéi. “Nghe nay, moi ngudoi
déu da hoc vé cac 10i chd nguyén ria réi chi gi?”

Philip, con ca sau cua ching t6i, gam gam g gir 1én. N6 quay dudi vo 1én
mat nwdc khién nwdc ban rao rao vao thitc an t6i cua ching t6i. Nhitng sinh
vat phap thuat c6 hoi chiat nhay cdm vdi hai chit nguyén raa.

Julian thdm thdm lau nwéc khoi mén banh sandwich phd mai ctia minh.
“Nay cau, cau khong thé nguyén rta Apophis duwge dau. Han kinh khing
lam. Desjardins tirng thir lam chuyén nay va bi toi mang mat réi con dau.”
“T6i biét. Trong thuat nguyén rua theo ding chuan, thi ta tiéu hily mot birc
twong la dai dién cho ké thu. Nhung néu ta c6 thé lam tang cong lwc cho 10i
chu bang viéc tiéu huy mot si dai dién nao d6 hung manh hon thi sao — thi
gi d6 c6 gan két chat ché hon v6i Apophis ay?”

Walt rueén nguwoi tdi triede, bong dung quan tdm cham chu hon. “Nhu la
béng cua han ay a?”

Felix ngac nhién giat minh danh roi thia, de bep mot trong nhitng con chim
canh cut bang khoai tdy nghién cta cau ta. “Cho da, gi co?”
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“Tdi nay ra y twéng ndy nhd Horus,” tdi néi. “Ong ta bao téi ring thoi xa
Xtra cac birc twong dugc goi la cac béng day.”

“Nhung day chi nhuw la, nhw la biéu twgng théi ma,” Alyssa néi. “Phai
khong nhi?”

Bast dat hop Fancy Feast hét sach xuéng. C6 van con trong rat lo lang vé
toan bd chu dé hinh béng nay, nhung khi t6i gidi thich cho ¢6 ay biét rang
hodc 1a lam thé hodc la Sadie va t6i sé chét thi c6 da dong y ting ho ching
tOi.

“Co thé l1a khong,” nit miéu than noéi. “Ta khong phdi chuyén gia trong linh
vue chi nguyén ria, nhac cho cac c6 cau nhé nhé. That la linh vyc kinh
tdm. Nhung cling c6 kha nang 1a mét pho twgng dung trong chd nguyeén raa
thué ban dau dugc dung dé dai dién cho béng cia muc tiéu, la mét phan
quan trong cta tam hon day.”

“Vay 1a,” Sadie néi, “ching ta c6 thé dwa ra 10i chut nguyén rda véi
Apophis, nhung thay vi tiéu htly pho twong thi chiing ta cé thé tiéu huy cai
béng thue thu ctia han. Hay qud, phai khong nao?”

“bién 16 thi c6,” Julian dap. “Lam sao ma anh tiéu hiy mot cai béng
dwgc?”

Walt xtty dudi mot con chim canh cut bang khoai nghién ra khoi mon Jell-
O. “Khong dién dau. Phap thuat giao cdm chu yéu la vé viéc st dung mot
ban sao nhé dé thao ting muc tiéu thuc thu. Cé thé 1a toan bo truyén thong
cha viéc tao ra cac tiéu twgng dé dai dién cho con ngwoi va thanh than — co
1é tai mot thoi diém nao dé nhitng pho twgng nay qua la c6 chiva dung sheut
ctia muc tiéu ddy. Néu mdt cai bong bi mac ket trong pho twgng, thi ta co
thé tiéu hiy né duwgc ma.”

“Anh c6 thé tao ra mot pho twgng nhu thé khong?” Alyssa hoi. “Thi gi dé
c6 thé tréi budc céi bong cua... ctia chinh Apophis ay?”

“Co 18.” Walt liéc sang t0i. Pa s6 cac ban ngoi trong ban nay khong biét la
ching t6i da tao ra mot pho twong ctia Apophis cé thé duge dung cho muc
dich dy roi. “Ngay ca khi anh c6 thé lam dwgc, thi ching ta cling phai tim
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cho ra céi béng. Sau day ching ta sé can dén vai moén phap thuat kha cao
cap dé tém lay bong ma tiéu huy né.”

“Tim mot cai bong v?” Felix bon chon mim cwdi, nhw thé hy vong la ching
toi dang néi dua. “Chang phai béng la & ngay duéi chan han sao? Va lam
cach nao anh lai tém dwgc bong dy chi¥? Dam 1én n6 a? Hay roi dén vao
né?”

“Sé phai phttc tap hon thé,” t6i dap. “Vi phap su ¢6 dai Setne nay, cdi tay da
viét ra phién ban ctia minh vé Cu6n Sach dé danh bai Apophis 4y, tdi nghi
han 6ng ta da tao ra 10i chu dé tom 14y va tiéu huy cai bong. Pay 1a 1y do vi
sao Apophis lai n6n néng mudn thiéu rui chitng ¢t di. Pay la diém yéu bi
mat cta han.”

“Nhung cudn van ty da tiéu tung réi con dau,” Cleo béo.

“Van con nguoi khac ching ta c6 thé hdi,” Walt bdo. “Than Thoth. Néu c6
ai biét dugc 1oi dap, thi day sé la 6ng ta.”

Sy cang thdng quanh ban in dudng nhw diu di. it nhét chiing t6i da cho céc
hoc vién vo long diéu gi diy ma hy vong, du cho ddy la hy vong qua hao.
To6i thay biét on lam sao khi c6 dwgc Walt vé phe minh. Kha nang tao bia
ctia cau ta c6 thé la niém hy vong duy nhat cho ching toi trong viéc tréi
budc béng vao twgng, va la phiéu tin nhiém cta cau ta c6 trong lwgng 16n
v&i nhitng nhoc con lai lam.

“Chung ta can phai ghé tham than Thoth ngay,” t6i bao. “T6i nay.”

“Phai r6i,” Sadie dong tinh. “Ngay sau budi khiéu vii.”

T6i quac mat nhin con bé. “Em khong nghiém tic r6i.”

“0, c6 ddy anh trai yéu dau.” Con bé tinh quai mim cwdi, va trong mot gidy
toi sg la n6 sé goi dén bi danh ctia t6i ma budc t6i phai nghe theo. “Bon em
sé dw buoi khiéu vii t6i nay. Va anh sé phai di cung tui nay.”
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5. Buoi khiéu vu vdi ti than

VUI LEN NAO CARTER. it ra anh con biét dé em phat biéu vé nhitng
chuyén quan trong. N6i that chi, anh 4y ct 1ai nhai mai vé nhitng ké hoach
ctia minh cho Ngay Pen T6i, nhung lai khong cé ké hoach cho budi khiéu
vil tai treong gi ca. Nhitng trat ty wu tién cua ong anh toi that 1éch lac vo
cung.

T6i khong nghi 1a minh ich ky khi mudn di dy bu6i khiéu vii tai treong dau.
Tat nhién la ching t6i c6 chitng chuyén nghiém trong can phai déi pho chi.
Dbay chinh xac 1a ly do vi sao t6i nhat myc phéi dwgc an choi tiéc tung tredc
da. Céac hoc vién v& long cua chiing t6i can dwgc mot liéu xoc lai tinh than.
Ho can c6 dip dugc lam nhitng dita tré binh thwong, dugc c6 ban c6 beé va
song ngoai Nha Brooklyn - mot diéu dang dé chién dau ma gianh 1ay lam
chit. Ngay ca quan linh ngoai chién treong cling chién dau hang hai hon khi
ho dugc phép nghi ngoi thu gian co ma. Toi bdo dam da co vi twdng nao
ddy ¢ dau day tirng no6i nhw vay.

bén lic hoang hon, t6i da san sang dan dau cac dao quan ctia minh tién vao
chién tran. T6i da chon ra mot chiéc vay quay mau den xinh xan va nhuém
xen ké sac mau toi l1én mai téc vang hoe ctia minh, cong thém chi mot chut
kiéu trang diém tong den dé tao ra vé ngoai d6i-mo-song-day. T6i mang doi
giay bét don gian dé khiéu vii (du Carter c6 noi gi di nita, khong phai ltic
nao toi cling mang giay bot kiéu linh dau; chi chirng chin mwoi phan tram
thoi gian thoi), deo bua ho mang tyet tir hop trang sic cia me toi cung sgi
day chuyén ma Walt da tang t6i trong ngay sinh nhat vira r6i mang thi toi
nghi han t6i da dong y r6i. Walt that dé thuwong va banh trai - that hoan hao,
nai that ddy, theo phong cach riéng ctia anh ay. C6 1€ néu anh ay biét thé
hién thém chut nita thi han t6i da phai long anh ta ma c6 thé quén di cai
chang kia, cai vi than ay.
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Nhung Walt dang chét dan chét mon. Anh dy c6 y twdng ngé ngan rang néu
chuing t6i khdi dau moi quan hé thi that la khong cong bang véi toi trong
tinh huong nay. Ci¢ nhw la tinh huéng ay sé lam t6i chun buwéc vay khong
bang. Vay nén chung tbi bi ket trong tinh trang litng 10 khong r6 rang dén
phat dién nay - tan tinh nhau, tré6 chuyén hang gio dong ho, doéi lan con
thoang hon nhau khi ching t6i khong gitt gin y ti¢ - nhwng cudi cung thi bao
gio Walt ciling sé rut lui va khong tié€p nhan 1y t6i. Sao moi chuyén khong
thé ct don gian dugc nhi?

Toi dé cap dén chuyén nay la vi t6i dam sam vao Walt khi dang tr trén cau
thang di xuong.

“O!” toi thot 1én. Doan t6i dé y thdy Walt van con dang méc chiéc 4o so mi
khoe co bap lic ndy, quan jean va khong mang giay. “Anh chwa chuéan bi
xong a?”

“Anh sé khong di,” Walt thong bao.
Mom t6i ha hoc. “Gi chi? Tai sao ca?”

“Sadie nay... em va Carter sé can dén anh khi hai ngudi di tham than
Thoth. D€ c6 thé di dugc thi anh can phai nghi.”

“Nhung ma...” t6i budc minh ngung 16i. Té6i ma ép anh ay di thi khong
duwgce phdi lam. T6i khéng can phai cé phép thuat dé nhin ra la Walt dang
dau d6n vo cung.

Chting t6i c6 san hang bao thé ky nhitng kién thitc vé phap thuét chita lanh
ddy, vay ma chang c6 thit gi ching t6i da thir lai c6 vé gitup dwgc cho Walt
cd. To6i hoi nay: lam phap suw dé lam gi khi ta khong thé vay diia phép dé
khién cho nhitng ngudi ta quan tam cam thay khée manh hon chit?

https://thuviensach.vn



“Phai r6i,” t6i dap. “Em - em chi dang hy vong la...”

T6i c6 ndi gi di nita cling nghe nhw ngang nguwgc lam. Téi mudn nhay cung
Walt. Troi dat thanh than Ai Cap 6i, t6i chung dién ciing vi anh ay thdi ma.
bam con trai nguoi thuong trong tredng cling duwgc day, toi nghi thé, nhung
dwong nhu so véi Walt thi dam nay qua la néng can (hay 1a, phdi ro6i, dugc
thdi - so v6i Anubis dy). Con vGi may cau chang khac trong Nha Brooklyn
nay - khiéu vii cung cac cau ay han sé lam toi thay ky ky, nhu 1a t6i dang
nhdy cung dam anh em hg cta minh vay.

“Em c6 thé & lai,” t6i dé nghi, nhung chac la giong t6i nghe khéng dwoc
thuyét phuc cho lam. Walt c6 ndn ra nu cwdi nhat. “Dtng, ¢ di di chi
Sadie. Anh bdo dam sé thay khée hon khi em quay vé. Bi choi vui vé nhé.”
Anh ay khé swot qua toi ma leo 1én mdy bac thang.

Toi hit vao vai hoi sdu. Mot phan trong t6i mudn & lai trong chirng cho
Walt. Bi ma khong c6 anh ay duwong nhw khong phai cho 1am. Nhung roi t6i
liéc xuéng Phong Lén. May dita nhoc 16n tudi hon dang dua vui noi
chuyén, san sang lén dudng. Néu t6i ma khong di, chac ching ciing cam
thay c6 bon phan phai ¢ lai thoi.

Co thit gi ddy nhu xi mang wét dong lai trong da day t6i. Bao noi hao hitc
vui mirng dot nhién bién mat khéi budi t6i. Bao nhiéu thang rong toi da
phai chat vat thich &ng vdi cudc song méi & New York sau tirng dy la nam
song & Luan Bon. Toi bi budc phdi can bang gitta cudc doi cia mot phap sw
tré tudi véi bao thach thitc ctia viéc 1am mot c6 nhoc hoc sinh binh thuong.
Gio day, vira khi budi khiéu vii nay cé vé tao cho téi co hdi két hgp ca hai
thé gidi dy dé c6 dugec mot dém di choi dé thuwong, thi moi hy vong cta t6i
bi dap tat. T6i sé van phai di va vo nhw la minh dang vui thd 1am. Nhung t6i
sé chi lam viéc nay vi bon phan, dé lam nhitng nguwdi khac duwgc thay vui vé
hon ma thoi.
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To6i thac mac khong biét cé phai day la cAm nhan khi lam ngwoi trudng
thanh hay khong. Kinh khung.

biéu duy nhat khién t6i vui 1én duwgc l1a Carter. Anh dy tir trong phong tién
ra an van nhw mot gido suw nhé tudi, véi nao la do choang cung ca vat, so mi
cai nit cung quan tay. Anh trai t6i nghiép - dwong nhién la anh 4y chwa khi
nao dy mot budi khiéu vii cling nhw chang bao gid dén truong. Carter chang
biét troi trang may nwdc gi ca.

“Anh tréng... tuyét qua.” Toi c6 gitt mat nghiém. “Anh ding la c6 biét day
khong phai 1a mot budi dam ma ddy chi?”

“Im mom,” Carter lau bau. “Pi cho xong cho roi.”

Truwong hoc ma toi va dam nhoc theo hoc la Hoc vién Brooklyn danh cho
hoc sinh nang khiéu. Moi ngudi goi tredng nay la Cai Bil. Bon t6i c6 trién
mién bao chuyén khéi hai vé cai tén nay. Hoc sinh trong truong dugce goi la
Bon xach bi. May dita con gai dom dang stra miii bom moi dugc goi la dam
Bi nhyra. May anh chi ciru hoc sinh dwgce goi la Bi cii. Va, 1é duong nhién,
c0 hiéu treong cua ching toi, co Laird, chinh la Bang tredng cai bang.

Du tén la thé, nhung tredong nay kha dé chiu. Moi hoc sinh déu c6 nang
khiéu trong mot loai hinh nghé thuat, ca nhac hay kich nghé nao dé6. Thoi
khoa biéu cta ching t6i rat linh dong, vai rat nhiéu thoi gian tw hoc, vo
cung thich hgp v6i dam phap sw chiing t6i. Chuing t6i c6 thé bién di chién
ddu véi mot con quai vat nao dé khi can thiét; vdi lai, pham la phap su,
chuing t6i khong gap khé khan gi khi tra hinh lam d&a cé nang khiéu ca.
Alyssa st dung phap thuat dat ctia minh dé tac twgng. Walt chuyén gia ché
tac kim hoan. Cleo la nha van tuyét voi, vi co dy c6 thé ké lai nhitng chuyén
bi 1ang quén ti* nhitng ngay Ai Cap C6 Dai. Con vé t6i ay a, toi chang can
phap thuat lam gi. T6i c6 san nang khiéu dién kich ma.
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[Nay Carter, thoi cuoi di cho.]

C6 1€ ban khong trong cho thay thit nay gitta 1ong Brooklyn dau, nhung
khuon vién treong ching toi giong nhw mét cong vién vay, véi hang mau
hang mau cé xanh ngat, cay c6i bo rao dwgc cham séc cong phu, tham chi
con c6 mot ho nwdc nho nhé véi nhitng vit va thién nga nita.

Bubi khiéu vii dugc t6 chitc trong nha trai ngay trwdc toa nha hanh chinh.
M6t ban nhac choi nhac trong can vong 1au. Bén dém giang day trén cay.
Nhitng gido su giam thi di vong vong quanh khu6n vién dé “tuan tra lum

bui", bdo dam sao cho khéng c6 hoc sinh 16n tudi nao 1én ra vung bui ram
duoc.

T6i c6 khong nghi dén diéu nay, nhing am nhac cung dam dong goi cho t6i
nhé dén Dallas dém hom triedc - mot kiéu tiéc hoan toan khac, da két thuc
tham thwong. T6i nhé 6ng JD Grissom siét chdt tay t6i, chiic t6i may man
trwdc khi bo chay di citu vo minh.

Cam giac t0i 16i cung cyrc dang 1én trong t6i. T6i c6 nén né xudng. Toi co
khoc 0a 1én gitra budi khiéu vii nay cling khong gitp ich duwgc gi cho gia
dinh Grissom cd. Ma chac chan ciling khéng gitip cho ban bé t6i dwgc vui

thich gi dau.

Khi nhom ban ching t6i tan ra vao dam dong, t6i quay sang Carter, dang
nghich nghich chiéc ca vat.

“Pung roi,” t6i bao. “Anh can phai khiéu vii.”

Carter kinh hoang nhin t6i. “Cai gi?”
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To6i goi vGi dén mot trong nhitng ngwdi ban ngwoi thwdong cia minh, mot
ban gai dang yéu tén Lacy. Ban nay nhé hon t6i mot tudi, nén ngudng mdo
noi gwong t6i vo cung. (T6i biét ma, kh6 ma khéng ngudng mo noi gwong
toi lam). C6 géi c6 bim toc vang hoe dé thuong, miéng day niéng rang va
chac han la nguwdi duy nhat trong buoi khiéu vii nay ma lai bon chon lo lang
hon anh trai toi day.

Tuy nhién, lic trede Lacy ting trong thdy anh anh trai toi, va hinh nhw ¢6
bé thdy anh trai t6i hap dan. T6i khong trach gi c6 bé dau. Co6 nay c6 gu kha
dinh trong hau hét moi Iinh virc ma.

“Lacy oi - day la Carter,” toi gigi thiéu hai nguoi ho véi nhau.

“Anh trong y hét nhu trong dnh!” Lacy cuwdi hén hd. Hai gong niéng rang
cta co bé xen ké hai mau hong - trang dé tiép vdi mau vay.

Carter dap, “Um-"

“Anh ay khong biét khiéu vii thé nao cd,” toi bao véi Lacy. “T& sé biét on
lam néu cau chi cho anh ay day.”

“Pugc chi!” Lacy réo 1én. C6 bé tém lay tay anh trai toi 16i tudt di mat.

Toi bat dau cam thay kha hon. Rot cudc thi cé 1€ t6i nay t6i c6 thé dugc vui
vé roi day.

Nhung r6i khi quay lai toi thdy minh ditng doi mat véi mot trong nhitng
nguwoi ban nguwoi thuwong khong-dwgce-wa-thich cho 1am ctia minh - Drew
Tanaka, c6 nang cam dau dam con gai dugc yéu chudng, theo sau la bé 1d
mady c6 ban siéu mau ndo phang ctia ¢4 nang.
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“Sadie!” Drew vong tay om t6i. Mui nuwdc hoa ctia c6 a la sy pha tron gitra
huwong hoa hong va khi gas cay mat. “Cwng & day that vui qua. Néu minh
ma biét cung sé dén du, thi cung da co thé di cung xe limo véi bon nay
roi!”

Pam ban c6 a cung “6i" 1én mot tiéng dong cam va nhoén cuwdi dé chirng t6
la ca bon khong phai cam nhuw hén. May c6 nang an van gan giéng nhau,
trong may bo do lua hang thiét ké riéng ma chac han la b me ho da mua
cho trong tuan lé thdi trang vira roi. Drew la c6 nang cao nhat va ciing la
dém dang nhat (t6i dung tir nay nhw 10i si nhuc dy) véGi chi ké mat mau
hong xdu kinh cung nhitng lon t6c den xoan tit ma han la chién dich ctia
riéng c6 nang hong mang lai nhitng kiéu t6c uon ctia nhitng nam 80. Drew
deo mdt day chuyén - mét chit D bang kim cwong va bach kim - c6 thé day
1a chi¥ cai dau tén c6 4, hay la diém so6 trung binh ctia c6 nang khéng chirng.

Toi cwdi gwong. “Limo a, ai cha. Cam on nhiéu nhé. Nhung ma nay, gitta
cdu, cac ban cta cau cung cdi tdi ctia cac cau dy ma, t6 khong nghi la con
thira ra dugce cho nao nita dau.”

Drew biu méi. “Néi vay khong hay dau, cung a! Walt dau r6i? Cau bé dang
thwong van con 6m u?”

Sau lung Drew, vai con nhé ho ho vao nam tay, bat chwéc 1dy Walt.

T6i nhitng muédn tho tay vao C6i Am ma 16i diia phép ra dé bién ca lii ndy
thanh doi bo cho vit an. T6i biét chac minh c6 thé lam viéc nay, ma t6i
khong nghi lai c6 ai nhé nhung gi dén bon dy, nhung t6i kim tinh nong lai.
Ngay dau tién dén treong Lacy tirng canh bao cho toi vé Drew. Co6 vé nhw

hai c0 nang nay trng di du trai he nao do cung nhau - blah blah t6i khong
that si lang nghe dén chi tiét - va & day Drew da hanh x& nhw 1a mot nit bao
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chia gi day. Tuy nhién, diéu nay khong c6 nghia c6 ta c6 thé lam bao chuia
vOi toi duoc.

“Walt dang & nha,” t6i dap. “Té c6 bao vGi anh ay la cau sé dén day. Buén
cuoi that, nghe thé dwong nhw khéng lam cho Walt c6 dugc hitng thu gi

»

lam.

“Chan ghé,” Drew thd dai. “Cau biét ddy, cé thé la anh chang day khong
that su 1a 6m dau. Biét dau cau ta chi bi di (tng vé6i cau thoi, cung a. Chuyén
nay co thé xdy ra ddy. T6 phai dén cho cau ta cing véi mén xup ga hay gi
ddy méi duwgc. Cau ta song ¢ dau thé?”

Co0 a cuwoi ngot x6t. Toi khong biét o phai co ta thye 1ong to twdng dén
Walt hay chi gid vo nhu thé vi c6 ta ghét tdi. Ma nga nao cling vay, y twdng
dwgc bién co 4 thanh con giun dat dang cang lic cang thém khé cuwdng lai
duoc.

Trudce khi t6i kip lam chuyén gi so sdy, mot giong noi quen thudc sau lung
toi cat 1én, “Chao Sadie.”

May con nho lai dong thanh ha héc. Mach dap cua t6i tang vt tir “di cham”
1én “phéng nam muwoi mét”. Toi quay lai nhin thdy rang - phai, qua that la
vay - than Anubis da pha nat bu6i khiéu vii caia chiing toi.

Anh chang van ca gan trong that banh, nhw moi khi. Anh ta that dang ghét
cai kiéu dy. Anubis mdc quan den b6 sat cung ung da mau den va do khoac
dan choi mo t6 bén ngoai ao thun mang hinh ban nhac Arcade File. Mai toc
den ctia anh chang r6i bu ty nhién nhw thé anh ta méi thitc day, lam t6i phai
ddu tranh c6 nén lai niém thoi thiic dugce lua tay qua mé t6c dy. Doi mat nau
ctia than Anubis anh Ién vé thich thit. Hodc la anh ta vui vi dugc gap toi
hodc anh ta ta thich trong thay t6i boi roi nhu thé.
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“0i... chta... T6i,” Drew rén lén. “Ai...”

Anubis phét 16 co & (cau chic phwéc lanh cho anh ta vi diéu nay) va chia
khuyu tay ra cho t6i - mét ctr chi thoi xwa dang mén. “Cho phép t6i diu em
bai nay nhé?”

“Puogc thoi”, t6i dap, bang giong thiéu nhiét tinh nhat co thé.

To6i luon tay qua anh, va chiing t6i bo lai ddm Bi Nhya sau lwng, ca dam ay
c théu thao, “Thanh than 6i! Thanh than 6i!”

Phai r6i, thanh than day, to6i nhitng muon dap lai. Anh ay la vi than dep trai
hap dan tuyét voi cua t6i ddy. May nguoi ty di ma tim cta riéng cho may
nguoi di.

L&p phién da 1at nén khong bang phang lam nén mdt san nhdy nguy hiém.
Quanh ching t6i, ddm nhéc mai vap chan nhau. Anubis khong thay phién
gi, khi ca dam con gai cit quay dau tr6 mat nhin theo anh ltic anh dan t6i di
qua dam dong.

T6i thay vui vi dwgc Anubis ndm tay dan di. Bao cam xtc trong toi cit 1on
x0n ca lén lam toi thay chéng ca mat. Toi dang hanh phtic dén phat cuong
vi Anubis dang c6 mat & day. To6i lai cam thay t6i 16i diéng ngwoi vi Walt
toi nghiép phai & nha mot minh trong khi toi thong dong tay trong tay cung
Anubis. Nhung t6i lai nhe ca ngwoi vi Walt va Anubis khong cung cé mat
tai noi nay. Néu la vay thi han sé con hon la bé bang nita. Ma cam giac nhe
ngwoi lai lam toi thay toi 16i hon, ¢ thé c thé mai. Thanh than Ai Cap 6i,
toi roi ren qua roi.

Khi chiing t6i dén duwgc giira san nhay, ban nhac dot nhién chuyén tir nhac
dance sang mot ban nhac trit tinh du duong.
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“La do anh khién day phai khong?” t6i hoi Anubis.

Anh mim cuwdi, nghia la khong tra 10i gi nhiéu cho 1am. Anh dat mot tay 1én
hong t6i r6i nam chat 14y tay kia cta t6i, nhv mét quy ong thue thu. Ching
toi cung nhau 13 lwét.

Toi titng nghe dén chuyén khiéu vii lwét di trén khong khi, nhung cling phai
nhay dén vai budc t6i mdi nhan ra qua tinh chiing t6i dang hang bwdc khai
mat dat - chirng vai mi li mét théi, khong qua nhiéu dé ngwoi khac phai chi
y dén, chi du cho chiing t6i nhe Iwét qua mat da lat trong ltic nhitng nguoi
khéc ct vap 1én vap xuong.

Cach day vai mét, Carter trong that 16ng ngéng hau dau khi Lacy chi cho
anh ay cach nhdy nhip cham. [Thiét tinh chi¢ Carter, day c6 phai 1a mon vat
ly dinh lvgng dau.]

T6i nguwdc nhin 1én d6i mat ndu cia Anubis cing bd moi tuyét voi. Anubis
trng hon t6i mot 1an - trong sinh nhat t6i, mua xuan roi - va tir bay dén nay
toi chwra khi nao c6 thé quén dugc. Ban nghi mot vi than ctia ngwdi chét thi
phai cé d6i moi lanh cong chit gi, nhung that tinh thi khong phai thé chuit
nao.

Toi cd suy nghi cho rach roi. Toi biét Anubis hién dién tai day la c6 1y do,
nhuwng ma dé tap trung dugc tw twdng that 1a kho qua di mat.

“T6i nghi... tm,” t6i nuot khan, ro6i chi rang dugc hét sitc dé khong phai
chdy ca dai.

O, hay qua nhi Sadie, t6i thAm nghi. Hay rdng n6i mot cau cho hoan chinh
vao, ngay ldc nay ay, dwgc khong ha?
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“T6i twong anh chi c6 thé xudt hién duge & nhitng noi c6 sw chét chéc thoi
ch®,” toi noi.

Anubis nhe cuwdi. “Thi day chinh la noi chét ch6c ma Sadie. Tran chién do6i
Brooklyn, nam 1776. Hang tram doi quan cia Anh va My da bo mang tai
noi nay - noi chung ta dang khieu vi day.”

“Lang man qua nhi,” t6i lam bam. “Thé chuing ta dang khiéu vii trén mé cta
ho sao?”

Anubis lac dau. “Pa s6 bon ho chang bao gi¢ duwgc chon cat dang hoang ca.
bay la ly do vi sao t6i quyét dinh dén tham em tai day. Nhitng hon ma nay
cling c6 thé c6 duwgc mot dém giai khudy chit, nhw nhitng hoc vién ctia em

»

vay.

Dot nhién, cac linh hon bong quay cuéng quanh ching t6i - nhitng ma quy
da quang hién ra trong phuc trang thaoi thé ky 18. M6t s6 van quan phuc
mau dé ctia quan doan Anh. S6 con lai mac quan do dan quan dy phong
rach toi ta. Ho 14 lw6t xoay tron cung nhitng hén ma phu nit trong nhitng
chiéc vay nong trai thwong dan hay vay lua diém dua. Vai c6 vai ba kiéu ky
con hang dong lon téc quan trén dau cé thé khién cho ca Drew ciing phai
ghen ti. Nhitng hon ma nay duong nhv dang khiéu vii theo mdt ban nhac
khac. T6i dang cang tai ra dé c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng dan violin va cello.

Co6 vé la chang mot con ngwoi binh thuong kha tr nao c6 thé nhan thay
duwoc sy xam nhap ctia cac béng ma. Ngay cd cac ban trong Nha Brooklyn
cla toi cling mu tit. TOi quan sat mot cap hon ma xoay tron theo diéu valse
xuyeén thang qua Carter va Lacy. Luc t6i khiéu vii cung Anubis, hoc vién
Brooklyn dudng nhw nhat nhoa di con nhitng hon ma lai tré nén doi that
hon.
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MGt hon ma linh mang trén nguc vét thwong do sing ban. Mot vién si quan
nguwdi Anh c6 chiéc riu 16i ra khéi b toc gia phu phan. Ching t6i khiéu vii
gitta hai thé gigi, dap diu diéu valse bén canh nhitng hon ma bi tham sat
dang mim cudi. RG rang Anubis biét cach lam sao phd trwong thoi khac
hanh phuc cho mot c6 gai ma.

“Anh lai dang lam thé nita r6i,” t6i bao. “Hay dwa t6i ra khoi sw 1éch pha
nay di, hay la gi cling dwgc nhuw anh thwong goi dy.”

“MG6t chdc thdi,” Anubis thi nhan. “Ching ta can chut riéng tw dé tro
chuyén. T6i tirng hita sé than chinh dén tham em ma -”

“Va anh da thyc hién 10i hiva.”
“- cung nhitng chuyén nay sé gy rac roi ddy. Pay co thé la lan cudi t6i
duwoc gap em. Pa c6 10i ban ra tan vao vé tinh huéng cta chiang ta.”

T6i nheo mat. Co phai vi than ctia ngwdi chét dang dé mat khong nhi?

“Tinh hudng cua ching ta,” t6i lap lai.
“Hai nguoi chung ta.”

L1 nay khién cho tai t6i u di. To6i c6 giit cho giong n6i minh binh than.
“Theo nhitng gi em biét thi lam gi cé chuyén “hai ngudi ching ta” chinh
thitc dau nhi. Tai sao day la lan cudi cung ching ta c6 thé néi chuyén duoc
vGi nhau vay?”

Lic nay nhét dinh 1a Anubis dang dé madt r6i. “Xin em, chi lang nghe t6i
thoi. C6 qué nhiéu chuyén t6i can néi cho em rd. Anh trai em c6 y kién

thong minh day. Bong ctia Apophis la niém hy vong gia tri nhat ctia bon
em, nhung chi c6 mot ngwoi cé thé day cho em phéap thuat em can. Than
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Thoth c6 thé hwéng dan dai khéi cho bon em day, nhung t6i khong cho rang
ong dy sé tiét 10 nhitng 10i chu bi mat dau. Lam thé qua nguy hiém.”

“Khoan, khoan da.” T6i van con dang xoay mong mong vi cau noi vé hai
nguoi ching ta. Va vé chuyén day cé thé la l1an cudi cung toi nhin thay
Anubis... Nhitng chuyén nay day té bao ndo bo ctia tdi vao tinh trang hoang
loan, hang nghin con bé Sadie nhé xiu dang chay vong vong trong so toi,
vira chay vira gao thét vira vung vay hai tay.

Tbi ra sttc tap trung. “Y anh 1a Apophis that c6 béng a? Béng c6 thé dwgc
dung dé nguyeén ruda -

»

“Lam on dirng ndi dén tir ay.” Anubis cau may. “Nhung, ding vay, moi
thie thé cé tri khén déu c6 tam hon, nén tit ca déu c6 hinh bong ké ca
Apophis. Lam nguwoi hudng dan cho ké chét thi anh chi biét dwgc tirng ay.
Anh chi phdi quan tdm dén phan hon théi. Liéu phan bong ctia Apophis c6
thé dugc dung dé chong lai han khéng? Vé mat ly thuyét thi cé day. Nhung
cling c6 lam nguy hiém nita.”

“L& thuong thoi.”

Anubis xoay toi quay vong xuyén qua mot cdp hoén ma thudc dia. Nhitng
hoc sinh khac dang nhin theo chiing t6i, thi tham khi ching t6i nhdy ctng
nhay, nhung giong néi cua ho nghe vang vang méo mo, nhw thé ho dang &
phia bén kia mot thac nuéc vay.

Anubis nhin t6i cham chi v6i mot vé nhw 1a luyén ti€c nhe nhang. “Sadie a,

toi sé khong dé em phai di theo 16i nay néu nhw con cach nao khac. Toi
khong muon em phai chét.”
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“Chuyén nay thi t6i nhat tri,” toi dap.

“Ngay ca viéc ndi dén loai hinh phap thuat ddy ctling bi nghiém cam,”
Anubis canh cdo. “Nhung em can phdi biét minh dang déi pho vdi chuyén
gi. Sheut la phan it dwgc hiéu biét nhat trong tam hon. N6 la... Gidi thich
sao dy nhi... la tam hon cta noi an ndu cudi cung, la dw anh cta sinh lyc
mot con nguwdi. Em da ti'ng nghe rang tam hon cua ké 4c bi tiéu huy trong
Sanh phan xét -”

“Khi Ammit an sach tim cua ho,” t6i noi thém.

“Phéi.” Anubis ha giong. “Bon anh bdo rang viéc nay sé tiéu diét hoan toan
tam hon. Nhing khong phai thé. Nhitng hinh bong van con Iwu lai. Thi
thodng, tuy khong thuwong xuyén lam, Orisis lai quyét dinh, trm, xét lai mot
10i phan quyét. Néu ké nao doé bi quy két 1a c6 t6i, nhung cac bang chitng
md&i dugc dwa ra, thi phai c6 cach dé héi phuc mot tdm hon khoi noi bi quén
lang.”

To6i c6 hiéu cho hét may 16i nay. Cach suy trong toi chét lang trong khong
trung nhu hai chan toi vay, khong c6 kha nang tiép xtc dugc véi bat ci thiy
gi hién thuc chac chan. “Thé nghia la... anh dang néi rang mot hinh bong cé
thé dugc dung dé, tm, dé khai dong lai mot tam hén sao? Nhw la 6 cting dw
phong cta chiéc may tinh ay?”

Anubis nhin t6i la 1am.

“Ui, toi xin 16i.” T6i thd dai. “T6i da trai qua qua nhiéu thoi gian véi 6ng
anh sau may tinh. Anh 4y néi chuyén nhw mot chiéc may tinh vay.”

“Khoéng, khong phai dau,” Anubis dap. “That ra day la mot phép lién twéng

rat y nghia. Chi la t6i chwa khi nao nghi vé chuyén nay theo cach dy. Phai,
tam hon khong phai bi tiéu hiy hoan toan cho dén khi nao hinh béng cling
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bi tiéu diét. Vay nén trong nhitng tredng hgp vo cung can thiét, vai loai
phéap thuat thich hgp, thi tam hon c6 thé dwoc tai khdi dong str dung sheut.
Nguogc lai, néu phai hay diét bong cua Apophis nhu 1a mot phan trong 16i
nguyen - 'm, trong loai 10i chii ma em vtra néi dén ay -”

“Thi sheut s€ manh hon mot pho twgng thong thwong nhiéu,” t6i doan.
“Chung ta c6 thé tiéu diét dwgc han, c6 kha nang la khong can phai hay
hoai ca ban than.”

Anubis bon chén liéc quanh. “Puing vay, nhung em cé thé hiéu vi sao loai
hinh phap thuat nay lai bi mat. Cac than sé khong bao gio muon thit kién
thitc dy lot vao tay mot phap su kha tr. Pay la 1y do vi sao bon t6i luén giau
kin béng ctia minh. Néu mot phap suw cé kha nang bat dugc sheut cta than
va dung n6 dé de doa bon toi -”

“Phai nhi.” Mom miéng t6i kho khoc. “Nhuwng t6i vé phe anh ma. Tdi sé chi
stt dung 16i chd véi Apophis thoi. Chac chan than Thoth sé hiéu ma.”

“Co 18.” Anubis nghe ra khong c6 vé dugc thuyét phuc cho lam. “Hay bat
dau tr Thoth, it ra 1a vay. Hy vong 0ng ta sé hiéu dugc sy can thiét phai trg
gitup cho bon em. Tuy nhién, t6i e 1a em c6 thé van can dén sy hwéng dan
can ké hon - nguy hiém hon.”

T6i ha hoc. “Anh bao chi mét ngudi cé thé day cho chiing t6i phap thuat ay.
La ai vay?”

“Tay phap su duy nhat dién khung dén do ting tra citu vé mot loai chu ay.
Phién toa xét x{* han la vao hoang hén ngay mai. Em sé phai dén tham Cha

em treoc lac do.”

“Khoan da, gi ca?”
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Gio thdi bat qua lan trai. Ban tay Anubis xiét chat tay t6i.

“Chung ta phai nhanh chan Ién,” anh ta bao. “Con c6 nhiéu chuyén nita t6i
can noéi vdi em. Chuyén gi ddy dang xay ra véi nhitng linh hon cua ké chét.
Ho dang bi... Nay, nhin kia!”

Anubis chi vao cap béng ma gan bén. Nguwdi phu nit trong bo vay trang vai
lanh don giadn khiéu vii v6i chan tran. Ngwoi dan 6ng mac quan thung vai
sgi cung 4o khoac nhu mot ngwdi nong dan vung thudc dia, nhung co 6ng ta
lai nghiéng nghiéng theo mét goc ky qudc, nhu thé 6ng ta da bi treo co.
Swong mu den thui dang cudon quanh chan 6ng ta nhu cuon day leo. Buwéc
thém ba buéc valse nita, ro6i 6ng ta bi nhan chim hoan toan trong dam swong
mu ay. Pam mu tua ta mo mit kéo 6ng tao vao, réi Ong bién mat. Ngwoi
phu ni* mac vay trang tiép tuc khiéu vii mét minh, ré la da khong y thirc
dwgc rang ban nhady cia minh da bi nhitng ngén tay swong khoi quy quyét
kia tom mat.

“Cai - cai gi thé kia?” t6i hoi.

“Bon t0i khong biét,” Anubis dap. “Vi Apophis dang ngay mot tré nén
htung manh, chuyén nay xdy ra thuwong xuyén hon. Nhitng linh hon cua ké
chét dang dan bién mat, bi kéo tudt sdu vao trong Coi Am. Bon tdi khong
biét nhitng linh hon ay sé vé dau nita.”

T6i loang choang sém nga. “Me t6i. Ba 6n chi?”

Anubis nhin t6i dau kho, lam t6i biét ngay cau tra 16i. Me da canh bao cho
t0i - c6 thé ching t6i sé khong bao gio duwgc gap nhau nita triv khi ching t6i
tim ra dugc cach danh thang Apophis. Ba da gwi 10i nhan dy cho to6i, giuc
toi di tim béng ctia con ran. Cai bong ay han phai c6 lién hé gi ddy véi tinh
trang tién thodi ludng nan cta ba.
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“Me t6i dang mat dang,” t6i doan. Tim t6i dap thinh thich trong 16ng ngurc.
“Phai c6 lién quan gi day vdi chuyén vé may cai béng nay, phai khong
nao?”

“Sadie, wdc gi toi biét duwgc. Cha em thi - 6ng dy dang c6 gang hét sirc dé
tim ra me em, nhung ma -”

Con gi6 x0c dén lam gian doan 10i Anubis.

Ban da tirng bao gio tho tay ra khoi xe dang chay va cam nhan lan khong
khi day ngugc lai ban khong? Cam giac hoi giong nhu thé day, nhung ma
manh hon gap 10 lan. Mot ap lwc nao do6 day t6i va Anubis ra xa nhau. T6i
ldo ddo budc lui, hai chan da khong con nang l1én khoi mat dat nita.

“Sadie...” Anubis véi tay ra, nhung con gié da day anh ra xa hon.

“Ngung lai di!” mot giong noi the thé vang 1én xen gitra hai chung toi.
“Khong dugc bay té tinh cam gitta chén dong ngwoi trong phién ta gac!”
Khoéng khi tu lai thanh hinh dang con ngudi. Thoat dau day chi 1a bong hinh
mo nhat. R6i né tré nén ré nét va cé mau sac hon. Pitng trwdc téi la mot
ngwoi dan 6ng trong trang phuc phi cong c6 16 - mi bao bo bang da, mat
kiéng bdo hg, khan quang cung 4o khoac danh bom, nhuv nhitng tdm anh t6i
hay thay vé nhitng phi cong trong luc lwong Hoang Gia thai Thé chién thi
2. Nhung nguoi nay khong phéi bang da bang thit. Dang hinh 6ng ta c
xoay van roi bién chuyén. T6i nhan ra 6ng ta dugc tao hinh ti rac rén dugc
gom lai: nhitng dom bui, m¢& gidy rac, chut 16ng hoa bé cong anh cuing 1a
kho - tat cd xoay van quanh quan, nhung lai dwgc con gié gom chat lai tao
thanh hinh ma tr dang xa 6ng ta c6 thé dugc nhin 1am thanh mot nguoi
pham.
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Ong ndy l4c 14c ngén tay vé phia Anubis. “Day 1a 1an vi pham cuéi cling
ddy, thang nhéc!” Giong 6ng ta rit 1én nhw khong khi tir qua bong bong.
“Mi da dugc canh cdo hang dong lan r6i.”

“Cho chut!” t6i 1én tiéng. “Ong la ai? Con Anubis c6 con la cau bé nita dau.
Anh ay ndm nghin nam tudi ro6i day.”

“Chinh xac,” tay phi cong gat 1én. “Chi 1a thang nhai con. Vi lai ta khong

"’

c6 cho phép mi néi co ma, con oat
Tay phi cong n6é banh. Cti n6 manh dén mic hai tai toi ong lén va toi nga
phich xudng dat. Xung quanh t6i, nhitng nguwdi thuong kia - ban be, thay co
cung nhitng hoc sinh khac - don gian la chi d6 sum xuéng. Anubis cuing
nhitng hon ma duong nhw khong bi anh huwdng gi. Tay phi cong lai thanh

hinh tré lai, quac mat nhin xudéng toi.

Tbi chat vat ditng 1én c6 thu goi cay gay ctia minh ti* C6i Am. Ching may
man gi cho cam.

“Ong da 1am gi th&?” t6i ging hoi,

“Sadie nay, khéng cé gi dau,” Anubis bdo. “Cac ban em chi dang bt tinh
thoi. Shu chi 1a méi ha ap suat khong khi théi ma.”

“Giay ha?” toi van hoi. “Giay nao?”

Anubis ép mdy dau ngoén tay vao hai bén thai dwong. “Sadie... day la Shu,
ong co cua t6i.”

T6i bong ngd ra: Shu la mot trong nhitng cai tén thanh than ki cuc nhat ma
trwdc nay toi titng nghe dén. Tdi c6 nghi cho ra tén than nay 1a than gi. “A
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phai. La than cua... dép lao. Khong, hwgm da. Caa bong béng thing. Khong

»

“Khong khi!” Shu rit 1én. “Than ciaa khong khi!”

Than minh 6ng ta tan ra thanh mot tran cuéng phong rac rén. Khi lai hién
hinh tré lai, 6ng ta van trang phuc Ai Cap co6 dai - nguc dé tran, manh vai
trang che ngang ha b6 cung mot chiéc 16ng da diéu to twéng nho lén tr dai
bang bén quan ngang dau.

Ong ta déi lai sang trang phuc phi cong Hoang Gia Anh.

“Ctr gitt nguyén kiéu quan o phi cong di,” toi ndi. “Cai 1ong da diéu kia
that tinh khong hgp véi dang ong dau.”

Shu xi ra mot tiéng kém than thién. “Ta thich dugc vo hinh hon dy chit, cam
on nhiéu nhé. Nhung bon ngudi thuwong cac nguwoi da lam khong khi 6
nhiém qua mic dén noi viéc tang hinh moi ltic mot thém kho khan. Nhirng
gi bon nguoi da lam that kinh tdm, trong vai thién nién ky qua dy! Bon cac
nguoi chua titng nghe dén ngay “Cho khong khi x4 hoi” a? Hay phong trao
nhiéu ngwoi di chung mot xe ay? Hay dén cac loai dong co ghép it ton
nhién liéu? Va dirng c6 bat ta dé cap dén lii bo day nhé. Nguoi c6 biét moi
mot con bo mot ngay ¢ va danh ram ra hang tram lit khi metan khéng hi?
Ca thé gidi nay c6 mot ty rudi con bo day. Nguoi cé hiéu dugc viéc nay da
gay ra diéu gi cho hé ho hap cua ta khong?”

“O’ »

Shu 16i tw tii do khoadc ra mot 6ng hit bénh hen va bap vai hoi. “Choang ca
vang

')’
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T6i nhuwén may nhin Anubis, anh thi trong xau ho dén chét dugc (hay co 1é
la xau ho dén muon doi).

“Q, con tro chuyén nita chit!” Shu réng 1én, chic chin 1a dang thai ra phan
khi metan ctia minh. “Trong khi ndm tay nhau nhay nhot, r6i con hanh vi
suy doi khac nita. Birng c6 ra vé ngay tho vo toi, thang nhoc kia. Lic trude
ta tirng la bdo mau, mi biét ma. Ta da khién cho 6ng ba mi xa nhau mai mai
day.”

Thot nhién tdi nhé dén cau chuyén vé Nut va Geb, vé mat dat va bau troi.
Than Ra da ra 1énh cho cha caa Nut, 1a Shu day, phai bat doi tinh nhan xa
nhau dé ho khong bao gid c6 con céi kéo r6i mot ngay nao do sé tiém lay
ngai vang caa than Ra. Tan tham kich d6 da khong cé tac dung, nhung rod
rang la Shu van dang ra stic.

Vi than khong khi ve vay ngén tay vé kinh tdm vao nhitng ngwoi thuwong
dang bat tinh, m4t vai ngudi trong s6 ho vira bat dau ngo ngudy roi rén ri.
“Con gio thi, Anubis, ta lai tim thdy mi trong hang 6 cua t0i 16i, trong bai
lay cia nhitng hanh vi dang ngo, trong cai... cai -”

“Truwong hoc nay chang?” toi goi y.

“Pung roi!” Shu gat dau lia lia, dau 6ng ta tan ra thanh m6t dam 1a. “Mi da
nghe dén sac 1énh ctia cac than réi day, thang nhai. Mi da tré nén qua gan
giii v6i con oat kha tir nay. Do d6 ké tir day mi bi nghiém cam khéng dwoc
c6 bat ky lan tiép xdc nao khac!”

“Cai gi?” t6i gao lén. “That nuyc cwdi! Ai ban hanh sac 1énh d6?”

Shu gdy ra tiéng dong nhu tiéng bong bong xi hoi. Hodc la ong ta dang cuoi
pha 1én hodc l1a dang biu moi khinh miét t6i kem theo huyt hay. “Toan thé
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hoi dong day, oat con a! Pugc dan dau bai chiia té Horus va nit hoang Isis
day!”

T6i c6 cdm gidc nhw chinh minh dang nhiin ra thanh mot dong rac vun.

Isis va Horus u? That khong thé tin ndi. T6i bi dam sau lwng bdi hai ngudi
twdng nhw ban cua minh. Isis va toi sé phdi trao doi véi nhau vé chuyén nay.

T6i quay sang Anubis, hy vong anh noéi cho t6i biét day chi la déi tra.

Anubis kho s@ gio hai tay 1én. “Sadie a, to6i dang c6 n6i cho em biét day.
Cac than khong dugc phép tré nén tryc tiép... tm, lién quan dén nguoi
thwong. Chuyén ay chi dwoc phép khi vi than cu trd trong hinh hai con
nguoi, va... va nhu em biét ddy, toi thi khong khi nao nhw thé ca.”

Toi nghién rang. T6i nhitng muon cai lai rang Anubis s& hitu mot hinh hai
qua la dep mat, nhwng anh ay thuwdng bao t6i rang anh chi c6 thé biéu 16
minh trong cac gidc mao hay nhitng noi chét chc ma thoéi. Khong giong nhw
cac vi than khac, Anubis khong bao gio chiém lady mot con ngudi lam vat
chu.

That qua bat cong. Ching toi chwa tirng hen ho cho ding nghia. Chi mot cai
hon 6 thang trwdc, thé ma Anubis bi phat cam tic vinh vién khong bao gio
duwoc gap toi u?

“Khong thé nhu thé dugce.” Toéi khong r6 ai la nguwoi lam t6i néi déa hon
day, la vi than khong khi bao mau nhiéu chuyén kia hay chinh Anubis.
“Anh that tinh sé khong dé cho ho thong tri anh nhw thé chi?”

“N6 khong c6 lwa chon nao dau!” Shu quat. No Iyc ay khién 6ng ta ho sac

sua té dén mitc nguc 6ng ta nd bung thanh mot déng hoa bo cong anh. Ong
ta lai bap thém mat hoi tir 6ng thudc hen. “Tang ozone khu vic Brooklyn -
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toi té qua! Nao, gio mi bién di nao, Anubis. Khong tiép xtc gi véi con bé
kha t&r nay nita. Nhu thé la khong dang hoang. Con ngwdi, con oat kia, tranh
xa thang nhé ra! Ngwoi con nhiéu chuyén quan trong hon phai lam day.”

“O thé a?” t6i hoi. “Con 6ng thi sao, ha 6ng Xody Rac? Chiing t6i dang
chuan bi cho chién tranh, con chuyén quan trong nhat 6ng c6 thé lam la
ngan khong cho nguoi ta khiéu vii a?”

Thinh linh ap suat khong khi tang 1én. Mau don ran rat trong dau toi.

“Nghe day con oat,” Shu gam gur. “Ta da giup d& cho nguwoi nhiéu hon
nguoi dang dang dwoc giup roi day. Ta da lwu y dén 101 cau nguyén cta
thang bé nguwoi Nga kia. Ta da mang no tir mai St Petersburg dén tan day dé
né noi chuyén véi nguwoi. Thé nén, bién di!”

Ngon gio6 thoi bat t6i lui ra sau. Nhitng hén ma dat di nhw khéi. Nhitng
nguoi thwong bat dau cuya quay, 14y tay che mat chan rac bui.

“Thing bé ngwdi Nga ndo?” toi gdo 1én 4t tiéng con gi6 giat. “Ong dang néi
cai quai gi thé hi?”

Shu ra minh ra thanh déng rac xoay vong vong quanh Anubis, nhac bong
anh dy 1én.

“Sadie!” Anubis vung vay c6 thoat vé phia t6i, nhung con giong gié qua vii
bdo. “Shu, it ra phai dé cho chau noéi vdi c6 dy vé Walt da chit! C6 ay co

quyén dugc biét!”

T6i chang thé nao nghe duwgc 16i Anubis at tiéng gio dugce. “Anh vira néi
Walt day a?” t6i la 16n. “Chuyén gi vé Walt thé?”
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Anubis n6i gi ddy ma t6i chang hiéu duwgc. Thé ro6i con xoay rac phtt mo
hoan toan anh.

Khi con gié diu di, ca hai vi than déu bién mat. To6i ditng tro troi trén san
nhdy, xung quanh la vai tad nguwdi 16n tré em dang bat dau gugng day.

T6i dinh chay sang cho Carter dé chac la anh khong sao. [Phai, Carter a, em
that long dinh lam thé ma.]

Thé ro6i, t* ven ria nha trai, mot thanh nién buwdc ra viing anh sang.

Anh ta mac quan phuc mau xam cung 4o choang len qua nang né khong phu
hop vdéi tiét troi dém thang Chin. Hai tai to khong 16 ctia anh chang duwong
nhuw la thit duy nhat d& cho chiéc mii to qua cd. Mot khau sung treong vat
chéo qua vai. Anh chang nay khong thé 16n hon 17 tu6i dwgc, va anh ta
nhat dinh khong phai 1a hoc sinh ctia bat ky trudng nao trong budi khiéu vii
nay, nhung anh ta c6 nét hoi quen.

St Petersburg, Shu da bao thé.

bung ro6i. T6i da tirng gap cau nay mua xuan treedc. Carter va toi dang bé
chay khoi vién bdo tang Hermitage. Anh chang nay da c6 sttc ngan chan

ching t6i. Anh ta nguy trang nhu mot tay gac cong, nhung lai dé 16 than

phan minh la mot phap su tir ving Nga - mot trong nhitng tén day t6 cua
Vlad Menshikhongv doc ac.

Tbi chop 14y gdy ctia minh tir C8i Am - 1an nay thi thanh cong.

Ga kia gio hai tay xin hang.

“Nyet!” cau ta van nai. Va roi, bang thit tifng Anh ngac ngw, cau ta noi:
“Sadie Kane. Chung ta... can... néi... chuyén.”
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6. Chi Amos nghich v&i nhitng twgng chién binh

TEN CAU TA LA LEONID, va ching tdi dong thuan khong chém giét 14n
nhau.

Chiing t6i ngoi ngoai bac thém can vong lau dé tro chuyén trong khi nhitng
hoc sinh va thay c6 gido xung quanh ching t6i dang chat vat tinh day.

Tiéng Anh cta Leonid khéng dwgc sudn sé cho lam. Tiéng Nga ctia t6i thi
hoan toan khong ton tai, nhung toi cting hiéu dwgce cau chuyén cia cau ta
kha kha du dé thay canh giac. Cau ta da dao thoat khéi vung Nga va bang
cach nao do da thuyét phuc dwgc than Shu thoi bay minh dén day tim t6i.
Leonid nh¢ dén t6i tv chuyén tham nhdp cta ching t6i vao bao tang
Hermitage. R0 rang toi da tao dugc dn twgng manh mé cho anh chang nay.
C6 gi ngac nhien dau. To6i kha la dang nhé ma.

[Oai, Carter. Thoi cwoi di cho.]

St dung tir ngi, diéu bo tay chan lan hiéu (tng am thanh, Leonid ra sic giai
thich vé nhitng gi da xay dén & St Petersburg tir sau cai chét ctia Vlad
Menshikhongv. T6i khong thé nam bat hét cau chuyén, nhung to6i c6 thé
hiéu dugc tirng nay: Kwai, Jacobi, Apophis, Khu viee 1, nhiéu céi chét, sém
thoi, sé rat sém.

Thay c6 gido bat dau don hoc sinh lai va goi cho phu huynh. Hinh nhu ho lo
vu xiu tap thé nay c6 thé 1a do rugu trai cay 6i hay ro khi ga doc (chac la
mui nwdc hoa cia Drew day) thé 1a thay c6 quyét dinh di tan toan khu vyc.
Toi cho la canh sat cung nhan vién citu thwong sé€ chéng c6 mat tai hién
treong. Téi mudn bién mat di trwde lic Ay.
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Toi 16i Leonid san gdp anh trai. Carter dang dao loang choang, tay chui chui
mat.

“Xdy ra chuyén gi thé?” Carter héi. Anh cau cé nhin Leonid. “Anh d-?”
T6i tém tat chuyén trong mot phit: chuyén viéng tham ctia Anubis, sy can
thiép cua than Shu, cudc xuat hién ctia cau ngwoi Nga. “Leonid c6 théng tin
vé cudc tdn cong sap dén vao khu viye 1,” t6i bdo. “Dam phan loan sé truy
dudi cau ay.”

Carter gai dau. “Em mu6n giau thang ddy vao Nha Brooklyn a?”

“Khong. Em phai mang cau ta tdi thang cho chii Amos.”

Leonid sic 1én. “Amos u? Ong ta bién thanh Set - cap mit a?”

“Amos sé khong cap mat cau dau,” toi trdn an cau ta. “Jacobi cit toan dung
chuyén ké cho cac nguwoi nghe thoi.”

Leonid van trong c6 vé khong dugc thoai mai. “Amos khong trd thanh Set
a?”

Lam sao dé giai thich ma khéng lam cho cau chuyén thém xau di day nhi?
T6i khong biét tir ngi? tiéng Nga thich hgp dé noi rang: 6ng ay bi Set &m
nhung khong phai 16i ctia 6ng, va gio thi 6ng da kha hon nhiéu roi.
“Khong phai Set,” t6i dap. “Amos t6t.”

Carter cham chu quan sat cau ngwoi Nga. Anh nhin toi lo lang. “Sadie, nh&
day la céi bay thi sao? Em tin twdng tay nay a?”

“O, em c6 thé xt Iy Leonid dwgc ma. Cau ta ddu mudn em ho bién cau ta
thanh con sén vang dau, nhi, ha Leonid?”
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“Nyet,” Leonid nghiém chinh dap. “Khong thanh sén vang.”
“Pay thay chwa?”

“Thé con chuyén ghé tham than Thoth thi sao?” Carter héi. “Viéc dy khong
thé hoan duoc.”

T6i nhin ra vé lo lang trong mat Carter. T6i hinh dung la anh ciing dang
nghi cung 1 diéu t6i dang nghi: me cta ching t6i dang gap rac roi. Linh hon
ctia nhitng nguoi da chét dang dan da bién mat, va viéc nay c6 lién quan gi
ddy dén cai bong ctia Apophis. Ching t6i phai tim cho ra sy lién hé ay.

“Anh di tham than Thoth di, t6i bao. “Hay mang theo Walt. Vi lai, trm,

anh nhé cham s6c cho Walt nhé? Anubis mu6n no6i v4i em chuyén gi dé vé
Walt, nhung lai khong con thoi gian. Con khi ¢ Dallas khi em nhin vao Walt
trong Cdi Am...”

T6i khong thé no6i not cau. Chi nghi dén hinh anh Walt bi cudn trong 16p vai
lanh wép xac la da khién t6i nhat nhoa.

May sao, dwong nhw Carter da hiéu dugce chung chung. “Anh sé bdo dam
cho cau ta dugc an toan,” Carter hita. “Em sé dén Ai Cap bang cach nao?”

Toi suy di tinh lai. RO rang 1a Leonid da bay dén day bang duwong hang
khong hang Shu Airways, nhung t6i lai khong nghi rang vi than phi cong ay
lai san long giup cho t6i, con t6i thi chang mu6n héi nho.

“Bon em sé€ lifu m@ mot cong ra vay,” toi dap. “Em biét 1au nay may cai

cong khong duwoc dang tin cay cho lam, nhung chi nhdy loang mot céi thoi
ma. Co gi hai dau?”
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“Em c6 thé hién ra gitta long bitc twong,” Carter dap. “Hay la bi thai bat di
thanh triéu manh qua C&i Am.”

Oi Carter, anh quan tdm sau sdc qua! Nhung ma, that day, bon em sé 6n
thoi. Ma ciling dau c6 dwgc nhiéu nhan Iya chon gi cho cam.”

To6i thoang 6m 14y anh trai - t6i biét, lam ly that, nhwng t6i muon thé hién
tinh doan két. Thé roi, trwdc khi lai doi y, toi ndam 1ay tay Leonid ma phong
quan khuon vién truvong hoc.

DPau 6c t6i van con quay cuong vi cudc noi chuyén véi Anubis. Lam sao ma
Isis va Horus lai ddm khién chting t6i xa nhau khi ching t6i tham chi khong
hé di chung vdi nhau co ch! Va Anubis da muén néi cho toéi chuyén vi vé
Walt nhi? C6 1é anh 4y da mudén cham diit m6i quan hé ham hiu cta ching
t0i va tang 10i chic phic cho t6i hen ho véi Walt chang. (Thay ghé.) Hay c6
1& Anubis mu6n tuyén bo tinh yéu bat diét cia minh ma déi dau véi Walt dé
gianh 14y tinh cdm cua to6i. (R4t khong c6 kha nang, ma t6i cling khong
muon bi gianh giat nhw trdi banh bong r6.) Hay cé 1€ - kha nang nay la cao
nhat - Anubis chi mu6n thong béo vai tin xdu nao dé.

Anubis da ghé tham Walt trong nhiéu dip ma t6i dwgc biét dén. Ca hai
ngwoi day déu rat kin tiéng vé nhitng gi dugc thdo luan, nhung vi Anubis la
vi than huéng dan cho nhitng ké chét nén t6i cho la anh ay dang chuan bi
cho Walt vé cai chét. C6 1é Anubis muon canh bao cho t6i biét la thoi diém
da can ké r6i - c nhu 1a t6i lai can thém mot 10i nhac nhé nira vay.

Anubis: ngoai tam vdi. Walt: ké miéng 16. Néu t6i mat di ca hai anh chang
ma minh yéu mén, thi viéc... citu roi thé gidi nay chang con dugc y nghia

lam.

Thoi duogc roi, néi vay la hoi qua. Nhung chi 1a hoi hoi thoi.
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Hon nita, me t6i thi dang gdp rac roi con dam phan loan ctia Sarah Jacobi
lai dang vach ké hoach cho mot cudc tdn cong tan khoc vao co quan dau
nao cua chu toi.

Nhwng ma, tai sao t6i lai cam thay that... day hy vong dén vay?

Mot y twdng bat dau ndy ra trong toi - mot tia kha nang bé xiu. Khong chi la
vién canh rang chiing t6i c6 thé tim ra cach danh bai con ran. Nhitng 10i ctia
Anubis mai vang lén trong tri t6i: hinh bong thi virong van lai. Phai c6 mot
cach dé phuc héi mot tam hén tir noi quén lang.

Néu mot chiéc bong c6 thé duge dung dén mang lai mot tam hon kha i da
bi tiéu huy, thi bong hinh ciing c6 tac dung twong tw véi mot vi than chir?

T6i mai lac trong suy tuwdng dén noi gan nhw chang nhan ra rang chiing t6i
da di dén toan nha bo6 m6n my thudt tao hinh. Leonid dirng t6i lai.

“Noi nay lam cong a?” Cau ta chi vao mot khoi da voi déo got trong vuon.
“Phai. Cam on nhé.”

No6i ngan gon la vay: khi t6i bat dau vao hoc tai BAG, t6i thay viéc c6 duoc
mot di vat thoi Ai Cap & gan bén phong cho nhitng tredng hop khan cap sé
rat hitu ich. Thé la t6i lam viéc hgp tinh hgp ly: t6i muwgn mét chiéc tru da
vOi ti* vién bao tang Brooklyn gan day. Néi that chit, vién bao tang ay da cé
thtra da tang roi. T6i khong nghi ho sé nhd nhung gi tru da nay dau.

To6i da dé lai chiéc may fax thé vao cho tru da r6i nho Alyssa trinh tru da Ai
Cap thuce cho thay gido my thuat nhw la mot dy an trong 16p - mot no luc tai
tao loai hinh my thuat thoi xwa. Thay gido ctia Alyssa qua that rat an twgng.
Ong ta da cho 14p dit ‘tdc pham nghé thuat ctia Alyssa’ ngoai san nhé bén
ngoai 16p hoc ctia minh. Cac dudng nét diéu khac thé hién nhitng nguoi
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chiu tang trong tang 1€, la nhitng hinh anh ma t6i nghi la rat phu hgp véi bo
cuc nha truong.

Tru da khong phai la mot tdc pham nghé thuat quan trong hay day quyén
lve gi, nhuwng tat ca cac di vat Ai Cap thoi co dai déu it nhiéu cé quyén lyc
gi day, nhu 1a nguon pin nang lwong phap thuat. Két hop vdi sy huan luyén
thich hgp, mot phéap sw c6 thé sir dung cac di vat ay dé khai dong nong
nhitng 167 bua chi ma néu khong c6 cac di vat dy thi sé khong thé thyc hién
dwgc, nhu 1a 10i chi mé cong.

Toi kha thanh thuc loai hinh phap thuat nay. Leonid canh ching cho t6i khi
toi bat dau lam ram doc.

Pa phan cac phap su thuong chd dén nhitng ‘thdi khac chin mudbi’ r6i mai
md& cong. Ho bo ra hang nam trgi dé nhé nam long thoi gian biéu cta nhitng
1é ky niém dang nh@ nhu la ngay méi vi than dugc sinh ra, sy lién két giita
cac vi sao va dua thit linh tinh khac. T6i biét la 1€ ra minh phai dé tam dén
nhitng diéu nhu thé, nhung t6i lai khong. Can ct vao bao nhiéu nghin nam
lich st Ai Cap, c6 qua nhiéu nhitng thdi khac chin mu6i nén t6i don thuan
la c¢ lam ram doc chd cho dén khi t6i tim ra dwgc mot ngay. Tat nhién, toi
phai hy vong rang canh cong cua t6i khéng md ra vao thoi khac khéng chin
muoi. Nhw thé cé thé gay ra da thit phan tng phu ac nghiét - nhung néu
khong chap nhan vai rui ro thi cudc doi c6 la gi duge chi?

[Carter dang vira lac dau vira lam bam. T6i chang ro vi sao.]
Khoéng khi tredc mat ching téi gon lan tan. Mot 16i vao ctra chuyén dong
vong quanh xuat hién - 1a mot cudn cat vang 16¢ xody - thé la t6i cung

Leonid nhay qua.

T6i nhitng muon noi rang 10i chti cia minh da c6 tac dung hoan héo va
ching t6i da di duwgc dén Vung 1. Buon thay, toi c6 hoi chut trat chia.
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Chiéc cong tho bao khac chiing t6i ra bén trén thanh phé Cairo chirng vai
tram mét. Toi thady minh dang roi ty do qua khi trgi dém mat lanh rét xuéng
anh dén thanh phé bén duwdi.

T6i khong hodng loan. T6i da cé thé dwa ra bat c¥ mot dong 16i chd nao dé
thoat khoi tinh hudng nay day chit. T6i da co thé bién thanh hinh dang mot
con diéu hau (loai chim san méi ay, chit khong phai cai loai c6 day budc
dau), mdc cho day khong phai 1a cach thic di chuyén yéu thich cta toi.
Trudce khi toi kip xem ké hoach hanh dong la gi thi Leonid da chop lay tay
tOi.

Hudéng gi6 thay doi. Bong nhién chiing t6i lai danh trwgt qua thanh pho ha
xudng mot cach co diéu tiét. Ching toi ha canh nhe nhang xudng ving sa
mac ngay ngoai pham vi thanh phé gan mét cum nhitng tan tich ma dwa
trén kinh nghiém thi t6i biét ngay noi nay che giau 16i vao Vung Mot.

To6i kinh ngac nhin Leonid. “Cau vira goi dén quyén nang cta than Shu!”
“Shu,” Leonid qua quyét n6i. “Phai. Khi can thiét. T6i c6 lam... bi cdm.”
T6i mim cuwdi rang rd. “Cau thong minh qua! Cau tv hoc 1ay con dwong cta
cac than a? T6i biét phai cé 1y do vi sao tdi da khong bién cau thanh con sén
vang ma.”

Hai mat Leonid mé 16n. “Pirng thanh sén vang! Lam on!”

“La 10i khen day, ngoc a,” toi bdo. “Bi cdm la tot! Sadie thich may tro cam
doan lam! Nao, ta di théi. Cau can phai gap chu t6i.”

Chac chan Carter sé mo ta thanh phd ngam t6i tan cung chi tiét, vdi kich
thudc chinh xac cua titng phong, lich st chan ngéat ctia ti'ng pho twgng hay
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moi chit tgng hinh, cting nhitng ghi chti boi canh vé si xay dung cac trung
tam dau nao phdap thuat cia Ng6i Nha Sy Song.

Toi sé tha cho cac ban céi sy kho sé ay.
Noi day to 16n. Bay phap thuat. Nam dwéi dat.

Tan cung day ctia dwong ham 16i vao, ching t6i bang qua mot cay cau da
chay qua mot khe niit, noi day t6i bi Ba dwa ra 10i thi thach. Linh hén con
chim sdc s& (mang dau cia mot nhan vat Ai Cap noi tiéng ma 1€ ra toi phai
biét) hoi t6i mot cau hoi: mau mat cia Anubis la mau gi?

Mau nau. Duh. T6i twdng anh nay dang gai bay t6i bang mot cau hoi dé ot.

Ba dé cho chiing t6i di qua vao trong chinh thanh phd. Sau thang roi t6i
chwa hé ghé tham, nén t6i thay lo lam sao khi thay c6 qua it phap su lai
vang. Vung 1 chua khi nao dong duc ca. Phap thuat Ai Cap da héo mon qua
hang bao thé ky khi ngay cang it nhitng hoc vién v& long tré tuéi chiu hoc
lay mon nghé thuat nay. Nhung gio day da s6 cac ctra hang trong hang
chinh déu dong ctra. Noi cac gian hang trong chg, khong cé ai dang mac ca
Vé giad ca cta cac ankhs hay noc bo cap. Mot nguwdi ban buia ho mang véi
khuén mdt chan chwvong ché mat nhin 1én khi ching t6i tién dén gan, réi
ngo6i sum xudng khi ching t6i di qua.

Tiéng budc chan cta ching t6i vang vong qua cac dwdong ham im ang.
Chuing t6i bang qua mot trong nhitng dong song ngam, réi len 16i bang qua
goc pho thw vién va Can phong chim.

[Carter bao t0i phdi néi cho cac ban biét vi sao can phong lai dugc goi nhw

vay. Pay la mot cai hang da cac loai chim. Lai nita - dud. Nay Carter, sao
anh lai dang dap dau vao ban vay?)]
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T6i dan nguwoi ban Nga ctia minh di xudng mat 16i hanh lang dai, di qua
mot dwong ham duge phong kin tirng mot thai dan dén bitc twgng Nhan sw
16n & Giza, r6i cudi cung la dén hai canh ctra dong cia Sanh duong thoi dai.
Con gio thi day la sanh duong ctia chu t6i r6i, nén toi di thang vao.

Mot noi an twgng? Chac chan réi. Néu ban d6 day nwdc vao noi nay, sanh
dwong sé to 16n da dé chita mot dan ca voi. Chay doc xudng gitta sanh la
mot tdm tham dai mau xanh 1ap lanh nhw dong song Nile. Doc 2 bén bo 1a
hang doc nhitng cdt, gitta nhitng cot dy la nhitng tdm man anh sang long
lanh pho dién nhitng canh twgng tir qua khit ctia Ai Cap - du loai su kién
kinh hoang, ky diéu lan dau thwong.

To6i c6 khong nhin vao nhitng canh twgng dy. T6i biét duwgc theo kinh
nghiém minh rang cac hinh dnh nay cé thé thu hat tam tri t&i mitc nguy
hiém. C6 lan t6i da pham sai lam khi dwa tay cham vao anh sang, va kinh
nghiém lan ay da xém chit bién éc¢ t6i nhdo ra nhw chdo yén mach.

Phan anh sang dau tién la vang - Thoi dai cia cac than. Doc theo sau day,
thoi Co Dai 14p lanh anh bac, r6i thdi Trung Co6 mau nau dong, van van va
van van.

Lam lan trong lic ching t6i buwdc di, t6i phai kéo Leonid ra khéi nhitng
canh twong bat mat cau ta. No6i that 1ong thi, t6i cling chang kha hon may.

Mat t6i r6m 1€ khi t6i nhin thdy canh Bes giai khudy cho cac than khac bang
viéc quan kho 16n méo. (To6i khoc vi téi nhé nhin thdy ong ay tran tré siic
song dén vay, y toi 1a, mdc cho ndi hinh dnh Bes quan kho khong thoi ciing
da dé khién cho mat bat ky ai cling phai cay xe roi.)

Chtng t6i bang qua bitc man anh sang mau dong cua ky Tan C6. T6i bong

dirng phat lai. Trong lan do anh bién chuyén kia, m6t ngwoi dan 6ng 6m o
khodac do chung thay tu gio cay diia phép cung con dao lén trén con bo
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mong mau den. Ngudi dan 6ng dang lam ram nhuw thé dang ban phuwéc cho
con bo. T6i khong thé nhan biét dugc gi nhiéu tir canh twgng nay, nhung toi
nhan ra gwong mat nguwoi dan ong ay - chiéc mii khoam, vang tran cao, moi
moéng dinh nhéch 1én thanh nu cwdi quy quyét khi 6ng ta roc dao qua c6 con
thu dang thuong.

“Chinh la 6ng ta,” t6i lam bam.
Toi budc vé phia bitc man anh sang.

“Nyet.” Leonid chop lay tay t6i. “Co bao t6i anh sang la khong tot, tranh xa

»

ra.
“Cau - cau noi phai,” toi dap. “Nhung day la chu Vinnie.”

Toi chac chan day chinh la gwong mat da xuat hién trén bitc twong vién bao
tang Dallas, nhung sao lai c6 thé thé duwgc? Canh twgng t6i vira trong thay
kia han da phai xdy ra tt hang nghin nam trugc.

“Khong phai Vinnie,” Leonid bdo. “Khaemwaset.”

“Gi chit?” t6i khong chac 1a minh c6 nghe dung 16i Leonid néi khong, hay
tham chi la ciu ta néi bang thit ngon ngit gi. “Pay la mat cai tén a?”

“Han ta la...” Leonid chuyén sang tiéng Nga, doan thé dai buc doc. “Giai
thich kho qua. Chung ta di gdp Amos di, ong ta sé khong an nat mat t6i.”

Tbi ép minh rdi mét khoi hinh anh kia. “Y kién hay day. Ta di tiép thoi

nao.

bén cubi sanh dwong, nhitng birc man anh sang mau dé dai dién cho thoi
dai Tan Ky chuyén thanh mau tim tham. Diéu nay dugc cho la dé danh dau
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su khai dau ctia mot thoi dai, du khong ai trong chiing t6i biét day sé la thoi
ky gi. Néu Apophis huy diét thé gigi nay, thi t6i doan day sé la thoi ky cta
Nhitng manh doi cyc ky ngan ngui.

To6i nhitng twdng sé dwgc nhin thdy chi Amos ng6i duwdi chan ngai vang cua
pharaoh. P4y la vi tri truyén théng cho Pai Phap Sw, biéu treng cho vai tro
cta chu la quan su chinh yéu cho pharaoh. Di nhién, thdi nay cac pharaoh
hiém khi can dén quan suv lam gi, vi ho da chét cd may ngan nam nay roi.

Viéc nay lam t6i boi roi. T6i chwa khi nao suy nghi dén noi ma Pai Phap Sw
sé dén giai khuady khi khong phai ra mat. Chu ay c6 phong thay do riéng
khong nhi, c6 thé cé ca tén chd cung ngdi sao be bé trén ctra ay?

“Kia kia.” Leonid chi tay.

Mot lan nita, nguwoi ban Nga thong minh cua toi lai ding. Noi bitc twong
hau, phia sau ngai vang, la mét dwong anh sang mo mo chiéu doc san nha -
mép dudi cua mot canh ctra.

“Mot 16i vao bi mat ky quai,” toi bao. “Gioi lam Leonid.”

Bén kia canh ctra, ching t6i tim thay mét can phong kiéu nhw phong hoach
dinh quan sy. Amos va mdt co gai tré mac quan 4o ran ri dang ditng ¢ 2 dau
do6i dién caa chiéc ban 16n c6 khac tdm ban doé thé gidi day mau sac. Mat
ban dat chi chit nhitng bitc twgng bé xiu - nhitng con thuyén dwgc son mau,
cac loai quai vat, phap su, xe hoi va nhitng ché danh dau bang chit twgng
hinh.

Chu Amos cung c6 gai mdc do ran ri dang qua cham chd vao cong viéc cta

ho, di chuyén céc bitc twgng quanh ban d6, dén noi thoat dau ca hai nguoi
deéu khong dé y dén chiing t6i.
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Chta Amos dang van chiéc ao thung vai lanh truyén thong. Véi than hinh
thung phuy cta chd, chiéc do thung trong hoi giong nhw nhan vat thay tu
Tuck, trit viéc chi c6 mau da ngam hon cuing mai téc kiéu cach hon. Nhitng
lon t6c bén cia chi dwgce trang tri v6i nhitng hat cwdm bang vang. Chiéc
muc kinh tron xoe cta chi 16e 1én khi nghién cttu tdim ban d6. Pap qua vai
chu la tdm &o choang cdc tay bang da bdo cuia vi Phap s trudng.

Con vé c6 gai tré kia... 6i troi dat thanh than Ai Cap 6i. La Zia.

Trudc day toi chua tirng trong thay c6 ta an mac quan o tan thoi. Zia mac
quan thung ran ri, mang bot leo nui va 4o phong mau 06 liu ton 1én mau da
dong hun ctia minh. Mai téc den cua c6 ta dai hon t6i tirtng nhé. Zia trong
tredng thanh va xinh dep hon nhiéu so véi 6 thang tredc lam t6i mirng la
Carter da khong di theo cung t6i. Chac han anh ay sé vat vad lam m@&i ngdm

lai dwgc cai ham rét thong xudéng san mat.

[Phai ddy, chac han la thé thoi, Carter a. Zia trong rang ngoi, theo céi kiéu
dep nhu linh chién ay.]

Chu Amos dich chuyén mdt trong may bic twgng ngang qua ban do. “Pay
nay,” chu noi vaéi Zia.

“Cling dugc,” Zia dap. “Nhung nhu thé lai dé cho Paris khong dugc phong
tha.”

Toi hang giong. “Bon chau c6 pha ngang khong day?”
Chu Amos quay lai nd nu cuoi toe. “Sadie!”

Chua 6m nghién 14y t6i, r6i du yém xoa xoa dau toi.
“0a4i,” toi la l1én.
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Chu chac lui. “Chu xin 16i. Chi la gap lai chau thi vui qua.” Chu liéc sang
Leonid. “Con day la -”

Zia budt miéng raa. Co nang xen vao chan ngang gitta chi Amos va
Leonid. “Han la mot trong may tén nguwdi Nga! Sao han lai & day chi?”

“Binh tinh lai nao,” t6i néi v4i Zia. “Cau dy la ban ma.”

Toi gidi thich vé sy xuat hién ctia Leonid trong budi khiéu vii. Leonid ciing
c6 phu gilp, nhung cdu ta c@ mai phai quay lai n6i bang tiéng Nga.

“Cho da,” chu Amos bao. “Hay cung lam cho chuyén nay dwoc dé dang
hon nao.”

Chu cham vao tran Leonid. “Med - wah”

Trén khodng khong trén dau chung t6i, chit twgng hinh cho tir N6i chay 1én

“Roi day,” chi Amos néi. “Nhu thé han c6 ich r6i.”

Hai chan may ctia Leonid nhuén cao. “Ong néi tiéng Nga w?”

Chu Amos mim cwdi. “That ra thi trong vai phit tGi day tat ca chiing ta déu
sé noi tiéng Ai Cap c6, nhung tiéng ay sé nghe nhu tiéng me dé cho moi
chung ta.”
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“Qua dinh,” t6i néi. “Leonid nay, t6t nhat cau nén tan dung triét dé thoi gian
cua minh di nhé.”

Leonid 16t chiéc mii linh cua minh ra ma man mé vanh m. “Sarad Jacobi
va tay trung Gy cua 4, Kwai dy... bon ching c6 y dinh tan cong 6ng.”

“Chung t6i biét roi,” chit Amos lanh dam bao.

“Khong, cac ngudi khong hiéu dau!” giong Leonid run ray vi sg. “Bon
ching rat tan ac! Ching dang hgp tac véi Apophis day!”

Co ¢ day chi la su trung hgp ngau nhién, nhung khi Leonid néi 1én cai tén
ay, nhiéu bitc twgng trén tdm ban doi thé gidi tée Iva ra roi tan chdy. Tim toi
cling cam giac twong tu thé.

“Hugm nao,” toi ndi. “Leonid, lam sao cau lai biét chuyén nay?”

Hai tai cau ta ttng hong. “Sau cai chét cia Menshikhéngyv, Jacobi va Kwai
dén quan chung t6i. Chung t6i da cho chiing ta tic. Chang may chdc Jacobi
chiém c hét, nhung nhitng dong chi cua téi khong phan doi gi. Ho, a, ho
rat ghét gia dinh Kane.” Leonid nhin t6i vé t0i 16i. “Sau mua xuan réi khi
cac nguwoi dot nhap vao dau ndo cua chdng toi dy... i thi, nhitng nguoi Nga
do 16i cho cac ngwoi vé cai chét cia Menshikhongv cling nhw sy troi day
cta Apophis. Ho d6 tat ca toi 16i cho cac nguai.”

“Qua quen vGi chuyén nay roi,” t6i noi. “Cau khong cung cam thay thé
sao?”

Leonid vay vo chiéc mii qua kh6 ctia minh. “T6i da nhin thdy nang lwc cia

c6. Co da danh bai con quai vat tjesu-heru. Lé ra c6 cling da c6 thé tiéu diét
toi, nhung c6 da khong lam vay. Co co vé khong phai ac doc gi.”
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“Cam on da no6i vay nhé.”

“Sau khi chiing ta cham tran, t6i tré nén hiéu ky. T6i bat dau doc nhitng van
kién xwa, hoc cach triéu van quyén nang cta than Shu. Trudc nay t6i van
lu6n la ké thong thao vé khong khi co ma.”

Cht Amos cau nhau. “Viéc ddy can dén long can dam day, Leonid. Ty minh
tham hiém 14y con duwong cia cac than ngay gitta long quan Nga sao? Cau
gan that.”

“Chéau liéu mang thi c6.” Tran Leonid dam mo6 hoi. “Jacobi tirng ha sat cac
phap su vi nhitng t6i con nhe hon nhiéu kia. M6t trong nhitng ngudi ban
cta chau, mét 6ng ldo c6 tén la Mikhail, c6 lan tirng pham 16i khi bao rang
c6 thé khong phdi ai ai trong gia dinh Kane cling la xau ca. Jacobi da cho
bat 6ng ay vi toi phan quéc. A ta giao dng ay cho Kwai, hin stz dung phap
thuat vai tia chdp... chuyén kinh khiing 1am. Chau nghe thady Mikhail gao
thét trong nguc that nhitng ba dém trwdc khi 6ng ay chét han.”

Chu Amos va Zia nghiém trong nhin nhau. T6i c6 cam giac day khong phai
la 1an dau tién hai ngudi nay tirng nghe dén cac phuong thie tra tan cia ga

Kwai.

“Ta rat 1ay lam tiéc,” chi Amos bao. “Nhung lam sao cau lai doan chac la
Jacobi va Kwai dang lam viéc cho Apophis vay?”

Cau thanh nién ngwoi Nga liéc sang toi dé duwgc vitng da.
“Cau co thé tin twdng chi Amos,” toi hiva. “Chu dy sé bao vé cho cau.”
Leonid bam moi. “Ngay hom qua chau dang & trong mot trong may can

phong sau dugi long Hermitage, noi ma chau twéng la bi mat lam. Chau
dang nghién cttu van kién dé triéu goi than Shu - mot loai phap thuat bi cam
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doan gat gao. Chau nghe thdy Jacobi cung Kwai di dén, nén chau tron di.
Chau nghe 16m 2 tén ay tro chuyén, nhung giong ctia chung rat... rdi rac.
Chau khong biét phai gidi thich thé nao day.”

“Chung dang bi am a?” Zia hoi.

“Con té hon co,” Leonid dap. “Moi tén bon ching van triéu ca ta giong.
Nghe nhv mot hdi dong nghi sy chién tranh ay. T6i nghe thay rat nhiéu quai
vat lan quy sit. Va cha toa cho cudc nghi si 4y 1a mot giong noéi, tram khan
va hung manh hon nhitng giong con lai nhiéu. Toi chwa khi nao nghe thay
thit gi nhw thé, nhw thé 1a béng t6i c6 thé tro chuyén dugc vay.”

“Apophis,” chi Amos bao.

Leonid da tai xanh tai xam. “Mong 6ng hiéu cho, da s6 cac phap su & St
Petersburg, ho khong phai la ké xau. Ho chi qua sg hai va tuyét vong muén
duwoc song sét. Jacobi da thuyét phuc ho ring a ta s& citu 1y ho. A da 1am
ho hiéu sai bing nhitng 16i déi trd. A béao ring dong ho Kane 1a quy di.
Nhung con a véi Kwai thi... ching mdi la quai vat. Khong con la con nguoi
nita r6i. Ching da dung trai tai Abu Simbel. Twr day, ching sé cam dau quan
phién loan tan cong Vung 1.”

Chu Amos quay nhin vao ban d6. Chu lan ngon tay vé phia nam doc theo
song Nile dén m6t ho nwdc nhé. “Ta chang cdm nhan dugc gi tai Abu
Simpel ca. Néu bon chiing dang & ddy, thi chiing da tim dwgc cach an minh
an toan khoi phap thuat cda ta r6i.”

“Chung dang & day a,” Leonid hita.
Zia cau may. “Ngay dwdi miii chiing ta, trong pham vi tdn cong dé dang vay

sao. L& ra chiing ta da phai giét sach dam phién quan tai nha Brooklyn khi
ching ta con c6 dip ay.”
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Cht Amos lac dau. “Chung ta la nhitng ké phuc vu cho thé gigi Ma’at - cho
trat ty va cong ly. Chung ta khong tan sat ké thu vi nhitng gi ching c6 thé ra
tay trong tuong lai.”

“Dé roi gio day ké thu ctia ching ta sé tan sat chiing ta,” Zia bao.

Trén ban do trén ban, hai bitc twgng nita lai tée ra It¥a r6i tan chay tai Tay
Ban Nha. Mot mo6 hinh thuyén thu nho v& tan tanh ngoai khoi Nhat Ban.

Chu chon lay mot bitc twgng ran hd mang tir Han Qudc roéi day no vé phia

xac tau. Chu quét sach hét nhitng tay phap s bi tan chdy khoi Tay Ban
Nha.

“Ban do kia la gi thé a?” t6i héi.

Zia dich chuyén mot dong keng mang chit twgng hinh tir Biéc sang Phap.
“Ban do chién tranh cua Iskandar. Nhw c6 lan chi tirtng bao véi em, 6ng ay
la chuyén gia vé phap thuat lam tugng.”

Toi nh@ chit. Vi Pai Phap S Itic truée da gioi dén mic lam ra ca mot phién
ban cta chinh Zia kia ma... nhwng t6i quyét dinh khong dé cap dén chuyén
nay.

“Nhitng dong keng kia biéu trung cho cac lyc lwgng thuce thu a,” toi doan.
“Phai,” chi Amos dap. “Ban do nay cho ching ta thay cac hoat dong cta
quan thu, it ra la cia da s6 bon ching. N6 cling cho phép chiing ta diéu

quan cta minh bang phap thuat di dén nhitng noi can dén.”

“A, t'm, ching ta chién dau thé nao roi a?”
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Vé madt ctia chu da cho t6i biét tdng nhitng gi can biét.

“Chung ta dan quan qua méng,” chi Amos dap. “Dam theo phe Jacobi tan
cong vao bat cit ch6 nao ma chuing ta suy yéu nhat. Apophis phai dam quy
st ctia han dén khung b6 nhitng dong minh cua ta. Cac vu tdn céng duwong
nhw dugc phéi hop véi nhau.”

Vi quéa ding la thé,” Leonid bédo. ”Jacobi va Kwai dang bi con ran khéng

~ 9y

che.

To6i lac dau khong tin noi. “Sao Jacobi va Kwai lai ngu ngoc duwgc dén thé?
Chtng khong hiéu la Apophis sé tiéu diét ca thé gidi nay u?”

“Su hon loan c6 sttc hap dan ghé 1am,” chii Amos bao. “Chac chan la
Apophis da dwa ra hita hen vé quyén luc cho bon chiing. Han thi tham vao
tai ching, thuyét phuc rang ching rat quan trong khong thé nao bi tiéu diét
dwgc. Ching tin twdng co6 thé tao ra mot thé gidi tot dep hon thé gidi cd, va
su thay dbi ay xirng dang bang bat ct gia nao - tham chi la bang ca sy huy
diét hang loat.”

To6i chang hiéu dugc c6 bao nhiéu ké lai cé thé hoang duwong dén thé, nhung
chi Amos noéi ra nhu thé chu da thau hiéu réi. Lé dwong nhién, chi Amos
tirng kinh qua chuyén nay. Chd tirng bi Set, vi than cia cai Ac va Hon
Mang nhap vao. So ra vGi Apophis, Set chi la mot sy kho chiu nho nho,
nhing 6ng ta van co thé bién chu t6i - mot trong nhitng phap su cao tay
nhat trén thé gidi - thanh mot con r6i vo6 dung. Néu t6i va Carter da khong
danh bai Set ma budc 6ng ta quay tré lai Coi Am thi... théi, hdu qua chic
chan sé khong dugc dep dé gi cho lam.

Zia nhat mot twong chim wng 1én. Co ta di chuyén twgng vé phai Abu

Simpel, nhung r6i pho twgng nho bé bat dau boc hoi. Zia budc phai tha
twgng xuong.
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“Chung da dyng 1én nhitng phan khu kién c6,” Zia bdo. “Chung ta sé khéng
thé nghe 16m dwoc.”

“Bon ching sé tdn cong trong 3 ngay nita,” Leonid noi. “Cung lic ay,
Apophis sé troi day - vao rang sang ngay thu phan.”

“Lai la thu phan nita a?” t6i cau nhau. “Chang phai cai vu dang ghét vira roi
kia cling xdy ra mot trong may ngay do6 day sao? May nguoi Ai Cap cac
ngwoi that 1a mang mot noi am anh khong lanh manh véi may ngay nhat
phan 4y qua.”

Cht Amos nghiém khac nhin to6i. “Nay Sadie, theo nhw chu biét r6 la chau
cling y thitc dwgc, rang lic nhat phan la thoi diém cé y nghia quan trong véi
phap thuét cao siéu, khi ngay va dém dai nhw nhau ay. Va lai, thu phan la
ngay danh dau ngay cudi cung trudc khi béng t6i tranh phan anh sang. La
ngay ki niém than Ra lui vé thién dwong. Chu e la Apophis c6 thé ra tay vao
lic dy. Pay la ngay xui xéo nhat ma.”

“Xui xéo u?” t6i cau may. “Nhung xui xéo la khong t6t. Tai sao bon chiing

N »

lai... o.

T6i nhan ra do6i vdi cac thé lyc cia Hon Mang, nhitng ngay xau cho chiing
toi han phai la nhitng ngay t6t cho bon chiing. Nhw thé cé nghia 1a bon
ching chac chan c6 rat nhiéu ngay tot roi day.

Cht Amos ti nguoi 1én tregng. Mai téc ctia chi dwong nhw chuyén bac
ngay tredc mat téi. T6i nhd dén Michael Desjardins, vi Pai Phap Su sau
cung, va ong ay da gia di nhanh dén mitc nao. T6i khong thé chiu dung
dwgc y nghi rang chuyén nay lai dang xdy dén vd&i chi Amos.

“Chung ta khong du tiém lyc dé danh bai cac ké thu ctia ching ta,” chi néi.
“Ta sé phai dung dén nhitng phwong thitc khac théi.”
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“Amos, dirng,” Zia thot 1én. “Xin ding.”

T6i khong o 2 nguwdi nay dang néi dén chuyén gi. Zia nghe c6 vé kinh
hoang, ma bat ctr thi gi lam c6 nay sg thi td6i chang muon biét dén lam gi
dau.

“That ra thi,” toi Ién tiéng, “Carter va chau cé ké hoach nay a.”

To6i ké cho moi ngudi vé y dinh st dung chinh bong ctia Apophis dé chong
lai han. C6 1€ n6i ra viéc nay treédc mat Leonid la bat can ddy, nhung cau ta
liéu ca mang song dé dén canh bao cho ching t6i vé cac ké hoach cta Sarah
Jacobi co ma. Cau ay da tin twdng ching toi. Viéc it éi nhat toi c6 thé lam la
trd on cau ay.

Sau khi t6i giai thich xong, chiit Amos nhin cham cham vao ban do. “Chu
chwa tirng nghe dén thit phap thuat ay. Ma ngay ca la c6 kha di di nita -”

“Kha di chi?,” t6i nan ni. “Ch khong tai sao Apophis lai hoan ngay tan
cong Tan thé ctia han lai dé c6 thé lan theo tiéu huy moi cudn van kién ctia
cai 6ng Setne lam gi? Apophis sg ching chéau sé tim ra 16i cha ay va ngan
chan han.”

Zia khoanh 2 tay tredc ngue. “Nhung cac nguwoi khong thé lam dugc. Em
vira néi moi ban sao da bi hty hét r6i co ma.”

“Bon em sé xin than Thoth gitip cho,” t6i no6i. “Luc nay Carter dang trén
dwong dén day. Con gid thi... em c6 chuyén nay phai di lam day. Co thé em

sé thir nghiém 1y thuyét ctia em vé mdy cai bong ay.”

“Bang cach nao?” chi Amos hai.
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T6i néi cho chi nghe diéu minh dang nghi.

Chu trong c6 vé nhi mudn phan doi, nhwng han 1a chi phai nhin thay vé bat
khuat trong mat t6i. Dau gi thi chiing t6i cling la ho hang ma. Cha biét r6
dong ho nha Kane c6 thé ly lom dén mitc nao mot khi da quyét y cho mot
diéu gi do.

“T6t thoi,” chd néi. “Trudc hét chau phai an uong nghi ngoi da. Chau c6 thé
ra di vao binh minh. Zia nay, ta mu6n co di cung Sadie.”

Zia trong bat ngo. “Chau v? Nhung chéau co thé... y chau 1a, lam thé c6 nén
khong a?”

Mot 1an nita, toi lai c6 cam gidc la minh da bé 16 mot cudc néi chuyén quan
trong. Chi Amos va Zia dang ban luan vé chuyén gi ay nhi?

“Co sé khong sao dau,” chi Amos tran an Zia. “Sadie sé can dén sv trg gitp
ctia c6. Va ta sé sap xép ai do khac dén trong chirng cho Ra trong mdy ngay
’a‘{y-”

Zia trong lo lang vo cung, diéu nay khong giong nhw c6 ay chit nao. Trong
qua khit Zia va t6i c6 khac biét day, nhung c6 ay chwa khi nao thiéu ty tin
ca. Gio t6i thi chut nita da thay lo lang gium cho c6 ay.

“Vui lén di,” t6i bao vdi Zia. “Sé dé gt thoi ma. Mot chuyéndi chéong vanh

dén Netherworld, ho nwdc ruc Itva cua dia nguc. Chuyén gi c6 thé khong
hay duwgc chir?”
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7. 'Toi bi tay ban cii bop co
THE LA, VAY DAY.

Sadie lam mot chuyén phiéu lwu ngoai 1é cing mot cau chang nao day, bo
lai t6i phai thye hién cai cong viéc chan ngat la nghi cho ra cach citu lay thé
gi6i. Sao tinh hinh ndy nghe quen qua dy nhi? O, phai roi. Sadie khi nao
cling c6 cai kiéu dy ma. Néu da dén thoi diém phai tién 1én phia trudc, thi
ban c6 thé dat long tin vao Sadie rang con bé sé ré nhanh di chéch ra ngoai
dé theo dudi mot van dé ADHD? nao d6 cua no thoi.

[Sao em dang ndi 1&i cam on anh thé hir Sadie? Pay khong phai l1a 1oi khen
dau nhé.]

Sau buo6i khiéu vii tai hoc vién Brooklyn, t6i thdy kha phat 1ong. Bi ép phai
Nhung ma con ngat xiu trén san nhdy, tinh lai thdy Lacy dang ngay kho kho
ngay nach minh roi phat hién ra minh vira bo 1& may chuyén ghé tham cua
cac vi than v - nhu thé thi xdu ho lam.

Sau khi Sadie rdi di cung cau ngwoi Nga, toi dan doi cua minh quay vé
Brooklyn. Walt ng6 ra khi thay t6i quay vé sém thé. Téi kéo cau ta va Bast
ra mot bén dé lam mot cudc hop chép nhoang ngoai hang hién. T6i giai
thich diéu Sadie ké cho t6i nghe vé than Shu, vé Anubis va cau ngudi Nga
Leonid.

“Minh sé cudi Freak dén Menphis,” téi néi. “N6i chuyén véi than Thoth
xong minh sé quay vé ngay.”

“T0i sé di v&i cau,” Walt bao.
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Sadie da bao t6i phai dem Walt theo, tat nhién, nhung, gio day khi nhin cau
ta, toi lai doi y. Hai ma cia Walt triing hop. Hai mat do dan vo hon. Toi
thay giat minh khi thay cau nay con té hai hon la chi méi ngay hom qua.
T6i biét nghi vay la kinh khing 1am, nhung van khong thé khong nghi dén
nghi thitc chon cat cia ngudi Ai Cap - cach thivc ho wép mudi wép xac dé
khién cho xac ttr tir kho tir bén trong ra. Walt trong nhu thé cau ta da bat
dau khéi sy nghi thitc do roi.

“Nghe nay anh ban,” t6i néi, “Sadie da yéu cau minh dam bdo cho cau dwgc
an toan. Con bé lo lang cho cau. Minh ciing thé.”

Walt nghién ham. “Néu cau cé y dinh stt dung bong cho 10i chu, cau sé phai
bat dwgc béng cung véi pho twgng. Cau sé can mét Sau. Ma t6i 1a nguoi
gidi nhat cau c6 dugc.”

That khong may la Walt néi ding. Ca t6i lan Sadie khong ai c6 ky nang bat
duwgc bong, néu chuyén do c6 kha di di chang nita. Chi minh Walt 1a c6 tai

nang tao bua kiéu do.

“Thoi dugce,” toi lau bau. “Chi la... nhé khiém tén dirng thu hut qua nhiéu
su chd y. Minh khéng mu6n con em n6i bung xung véi minh dau.”

Bast khéu khéu canh tay Walt, cai cach nhu con méo khéo con bg dé xem
n6 con song hay khong. Co ngtri ngtri toc ctia Walt.

“Than théi cau yéu lam,” Bast néi, “nhung cau di xa cling van con 6n. Hay
co dirng c6 gang sttc qua. Khong dugc st dung phap thuat gi trir khi tuyét
d6i can thiét.”

Walt ddo tron mat chan chuwong. “Vang thwa me.”

Bast c6 vé thich nghe thé.
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“Ta sé& chim nom may dita méo con kia cho,” 6 hita. “Um, y ta 1a mdy dita
v& long dy. Hai chau phai can than. Ta chang yéu thich gi Thoth, ma ciing
khong muén 2 chau bi vieéng vao may chuyén rac r6i cia éng ta.”

“Chuyén rac ro6i gi thé?” t6i hoi.

“Chéu sé biét thoi. Cit quay veé véi ta la duwgc. Moi nhiém vu canh gac nay
dang an bét an xén vao lich nga ngay cua ta roi nay.”

Bast lua ching t6i vé phia chuong ctia Freak doan quay tré xuéng cau
thang, vira di vira lau bau gi day vé cay bac ha méo.

Ching t6i budc day thuyén. Freak kéu 1én quang quéc r6i vo canh phanh
phach, néng long mu6n di lam. Trong n6 nhw vita dugc nghi ngoi that da.
Vi lai, Freak biét 1a chuyén hanh trinh sé cé nhiéu mén ga tay dong lanh
nita day.

Chang mdy chéc ching t6i da bay qua dong song Dong.

Chuyén di qua mién Cdi Am ctia chiing t6i dudng nhw ddn x6c hon moi khi,
nhw 1a may bay khi bay vao viing khi hau xau, c6 khac chang la tiéng khoc
ai 0an ma quai cung swong mu day dac. Toi mirng vi minh da an téi nhe. Da
day toi nhon nhao.

Con thuyén riing rung khi Freak mang chting ti ra khéi C6i Am. Trai dai
bén dwdi ching toi la quang canh troi dém khac han - nhitng anh dén caa
thanh ph6 Memphis, bang Tennesse, u6n minh cong cong doc theo 2 bo
dong song Missisippi.

Mot ngon Kim Ty Thap mau kinh den moc Ién tir bo song - 1a khu thé thao
phttc hgp bi boé hoang ma than Thoth da bién thanh nha ctia minh. Tttng
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cum anh dén du mau bung ra tua taa trén khong trung, hinh anh phéan chiéu
lan tdn ngang qua kim ty thap. Thoat tién t6i twdng than Thoth dang t6 chitc
mot cudc trinh dién phao hoa. Nhung réi t6i nhan ra Kim Ty Théap cua 6ng
ta dang bi tdn cong.

L6 16c du loai ac quy gém ghiéc dang bo 1én theo cac swon Kim Ty Thép -
nhitng hinh thi mang dang nguwdi nhung lai c6 chan ga hay méng vuot hay
cang con trung. Mot s c6 ca 1ong. Mot s6 mang vay hay vo citng nhuw mai
rua. Thay vi la phan dau, thi nhiéu con lai cé vii khi hay dung cu moc tua
ta ra tir co - nao la baa, kiém, riu, xich sat, tham chi con c6 ca vai chiéc
tudc no vit.

ft nhat 14 chirng mot trdm con quy dang leo 1én phia dinh, dang cim méng
vu6t vao nhitng mép go kinh. Vai con c6 dap v&d kinh ma xong vao, nhung
ma, bat c¥ noi nao tan vao, Kim Ty Thap lai l16e ra tia sang xanh lg, khang
cv lai su tan cong cta ching. Nhitng con quy c6 canh lwgn van vii trong
khong trung, ra rit lao xuéng nhém it éi nhitng nguwdi chong cu.

Thoth ditng trén dinh Kim Ty Thap. Ong trong nhéch nhac nhu tay tro 1y
phong thi nghiém treong trung hoc véi do khoac y s mau trang, quan jean
ao phong, nam rau mot ngay chwa cao va mai téc kiéu Einstein roi boi -
nghe ra thi than Thoth trong khong cé vé gi dang sg, nhung ban phdi chitng
kién 6ng 4t 1am tran kia. Ong tung nhitng chit twong hinh sang 16a nhu tung
lyu dan, tao ra mot m@ vu no tung tée quanh minh. Trong khi day thi nhitng
trg thu cta than Thoth, mot quan doan khi dau ché cung loai chim mo dai
tén goi la co quam, lai quay nhiéu dam quan thu. Khi d6t dong nhirng trai
banh béng ré vao dam quy dit, khién ching phai chao déao té nga khoi Kim
Ty Thap. Poan c6 quam lu6n qua chan cta I quai vat, vira chay vira choc
may chiéc mo dai vao nhitng noi nhay cdm nhat ma ching c6 thé tim thay
duoc.
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Khi chiing t6i tién dén gan hon, t6i ha thap tam nhin vao trong viing Coi
Am. Canh twong tham chi con dang so hon nita. Lii quy dit dwgc két néi véi
nhau bang nhitng vong xoan nang lwong dé quach tao thanh mot con ran
dung duc to twéng. Con qudi vat ay bao quanh tron Kim Ty Thép. Trén dinh
kia, than Thoth dang sang ryc 1én trong hinh hai c6 xwa ctia minh - mot
ngwoi dan 6ng khong 16 van vay dai mau tran vdi dau chim co quam, dang
phong nhitng tia chdp nang lwgng vao ké thu.

Walt huyt sdo. “Lam sao nguwdi kha t lai khong thé nhan biét thay mot tran
chién nhu thé nay nhi?”

Ciing khong ro nita, nhung t6i nhd dén mot trong nhitng tin tirc thdm hoa
mdi day nhat. Nhitng con bao khing da gay ra lut 16i doc theo dong
Mississippi, bao gom ca ving Memphis nay day. Hang tram con nguoi da
bi di doi. C6 thé cac phap su nhin thay dwoc nhitng gi dang thire si dién ra
ddy, nhung bat ct ngudi thuwong nao con nan lai trong thanh pho chac chi
twong day la con bao chu dao thoi ma.

“Minh sé di gitip cho than Thoth,” t6i bdo. “Cau & lai thuyén di.”

“Khong,” Walt dap. “Bast c6 bdo t6i chi duwgc dung dén phap thuét trong
treong hop khan cap. Trwong hgp nay chuan qua roi.”

Toi biét con bé Sadie sé giét tdoi ngay néu tdi dé cho Walt c6 hé han gi.
Nhung mat khac, giong diéu caa Walt méach cho t6i biét rang cau ta sé
khong nhuwong bd. Anh chang nay c6 thé cting dau bang ca em gai t6i khi
cau ta muon theé.

“Puoc thoi,” t6i ndi. “Bam chac vao.”

Mot nam tredc, néu toi phai doi mat véi mot cudc chién nhw thé nay, han la
toi da cuén minh lai ma c6 tron di roi. Ngay ca trong tran chién ctia chiing
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toi tai Kim Ty Thap Do vao giang sinh nam ngoai duwong nhu cling chi la
ru6i muoi so vdi viéc lao vao oanh tac mot dao quan quy dir ma khong c6
hau thuan gi ngoai mot anh chang bénh tat va mot con diéu s chut thiéu
nang.

Nhuwng mot nam da qua va cé lam chuyén xdy ra. Bay gid chi 1a mot ngay
khong hay khac trong cugc doi cta gia dinh nha Kane ma thoi.

Freak tir bau troi dém rit 1én lao xudng chao han sang bén phai, xet qua
hong Kim Ty Thap. N6 nu6t chirng nhitng con quy bé xac roi chém nat
nhitng con to xac hon bang doi canh cwra may ctia minh. Nhitng con con
song thi bi thuyén ctia chiing toi can qua.

Khi Freak bat dau leo 1én lai, Walt va t6i nhdy ra ngoai, 16m com dirng day
trén swon doc bang gwong. Walt phéng ra mdt bua ho mang. Tia chdp 16e
1én, m4t nhan sw bang vang xudt hién, minh su t cung dau ngwoi dan ba.
Sau trai nghiém ctia chiing t6i tai vién bao tang Dallas, t6i chang con quan
tam gi lam dén cac loai nhan sw, nhung may thay con nhan s nay la phe
cua chung toi.

Walt nhdy 1én lvng nhan s r6i phi vao tran chién. Nhan sw gam gu roi vo
lay mot con quy than bo sat, xé xac né thanh tirng manh. Nhitng con quai
thu khéc dat tan di. T6i khong thé ché trach gi ching dwgc. Mot con su ti
vang to twédng han da la dang sg lam r6i, nhung chiéc dau phu nit dang gam
gt kia con khién cho con nhan su ghé gém gap bdi, v6i 2 mat mau luc bao
tan nhan, chiéc vircong mién day nanh dugc t6 son qua da.

Vé phan minh, t6i cho goi khopesh ctia minh tit C6i Am. T4i triéu hoi
quyén nang cia Horus, thé l1a hinh anh hién than mau xanh dwong sang 16a
cta vi than chién tranh hinh thanh quanh ngwoi téi. Chang may choc t6i da
dwgc bao boc trong s hién hinh cao 10 thwéc c6 dau chim wng.
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T6i buwdc dén. Hinh anh hién than phan 4nh moi ¢t dong cua t6i. T6i quét
kiém qua nhitng con quy gan nhat, thé la lvdi gwom khong twong sang loa
cta hinh anh hién than don ha ching nhw may con ki bowling. That ra 2 con
quy trong dam ay dau roi lan 16ng 16c, nén t6i nghi so sanh thé cling phai
thoi.

Pam khi d6t cing co quam dang dan da 1an at 1 quy dang tran lén. Freak
bay vong quanh kim ty thap, tap 1ay nhitng con quy c6 canh hodc dung
thuyén ctia minh danh bat chiing khéi khong trung.

Thoth lién tuc tung ra chit twgng hinh nhv lyu dan.

“Phong 1én!” than Thoth thét vang. Con chi twong hinh twong ng bay vot
qua khong trung, cham vao nguc 1 con quy thi n6 tung thanh mét vét sang.
Ngay titc khac, con quy suwng phong lén nhw mét bong bong nuwéce réi vira
lan cu xu6ng Kim Ty Thap vira la lang.

“Xep xuong!” than Thoth lai tung don vao mot con quy khac, con nay do
guc va teo top lai thanh miéng chui chan mang hinh thu quai vat.

“Rudt ra mac md!” than Thoth quat. Con quy dang thwong bi dinh don nay
héa xanh lé gap doi ngwoi lai. T6i luén lach qua dam quai vat, quang chiing
sang bén roi xé ching ra thanh tro bui. Moi chuyén dang tién trién t6t dep
cho dén khi mét con quy cé canh lao minh cam t¥ thang vao nguc t6i. T6i
chao déao nga ngtra, dap vao Kim Tv Thap bang mot Iyc manh dén mic t6i
mat han sy tap trung. Lan 4o giap phap thuat cta t6i tan bién. Han t6i da
trrot thang xudng khoi Kim Ty Thap néu con quy kia khéng tom 14y cd toi
git lai.

“Carter Kane,” con quy rit 1én. “Mi ngoan c6 dén mirc ngu xuan.”
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T6i nhan ra ban mat nay - nhw mot ti thi trong 16p hoc giai phau 16 16 bap
thit cing day gan nhung lai khong c6 da. Hai mat khong mi ctia han ryc dé.
M4y rang nanh han nhe ra trong nu cudi sat nhan toe toét.

“Mi,” toi gam gur.
“Phai,” con quy chac lvGi, méng vuot siét chat quanh c6 toi. “La ta.”

Khuon Mat Cua No6i Khiép S¢ - canh tay phai cua Set tir Kim Ty Thap Do,
va cling la cai loa phéng thanh bi mat ctia Apophis. Bon t6i da giét tén nay
trong bong cua dai twong niem Washington, nhung toi nghi chuyén nay
chang c6 nghia gi ca. Gid thi han quay lai, va, can ct vao giong néi khan
ddc cung cap mat do ruc kia, thi han van con dang bi con ran t6i ghét chiém

~

hitu.

T6i khéng nhd tén nay c6 thé bay duwgc, nhung gio tir hai vai han moc ra hai
canh da doi. Han dang tay dang chan t6i bang cdp chan ga cua han, hai tay
han bau nghién vao khi quan t6i. Hoi théd han kham mui nwéc tréi cay 6i lan
mui dich chon hoi.

“Lé ra tao da c6 thé khit may lam lan ro6i,” tén ac quy noéi, “nhwng may lam
tao thiy hirng thu day, Carter a.”

Toi b sttc chong tra lai han. Hai tay t6i da tro ra nhu chi. Bén thanh kiém
t0i con khong thé git noi.

Quanh chiing t6i, am thanh ctia cudc chién tré nén cam lang. Con Freak
dang bay bén trén kia, nhung 2 canh né dang dap réu ra dén noi t6i co thé
nhin thay rd ching. Mot chit twgng hinh cham chdm né tung ra nhw thudc
nhudm hoa vao trong nudc. Apophis dang 16i t6i vao sau hon sang Coi Am.
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“Tao c6 thé cam nhan duwgc con hon loan trong may,” con quy bao. “Tai sao
may lai chién dau trong cudc chién vo vong thé nay chit? May khong y thirc
dugc chuyén gi sé xay ra u?”

Bao hinh anh ran rat phéng qua tri 6c t6i.

To6i thay khung canh nhitng ngon doi cat Iin ctung nhitng mach nwéc phun
ric Itva. Nhitng ac quy c6 canh van vii trén bau trdi vang chach. Linh hon
nguoi chét 1a da qua nhitng ngon doéi rén ri ndo né va quo quao tim tay bau
viu. Tat cd bon ho déu dang bi kéo vé cung mot hwéng - vé phia mot dom
den noi cudi chan troi. Pom dady c6 la gi, thi sitc hit trong lwong tir nao
manh ngang ngtra nhu tr 16 den vii tru. N6 hit cac linh hon, cac ngon doi
oan minh cting nhitng dong Itta vé phia nd. Ngay ca nhitng con quy trén
khong trung cling phdi dang vat va chong choi.

Mot hinh dang phu nit trang 16a, nép minh vao vach da, dang c6 tru minh
cuwong lai dong hut thé Iyc bong téi. Toi mudn khoc 1én... Nguwoi phu nit dy
la me t6i. Cac hén ma khac bay vut qua ba, khéc than v6 vong. Me t6i ¢
vuon tay ra, nhung ba khong thé citu dwoc ho.

Hinh anh chuyén d6i. T6i nhin thdy sa mac Ai Cap ven ria tha d6é Cairo
dwdi anh mat troi do liva. Bong nhién cat phut 1én. Mot con ran dé ruc
khong 16 tir Am phu trdi 1én. Con rdn phéng 1én trdi roi bang cach nao day,
that khong twdng, chi wc mot phat né da nudt chirng mat trgi. Thé gidi toi
sam. Swong gia tran ra khap may dun cat. Cac khe niit xuat hién trén mat
dat. Canh quang v© tan hoang. Toan bd nhitng vung phu can Cairo chim
vao vire tham. Mot vung dai dwong Hon Mang dé 6i tir dong song Nile (ta
1én, khién cho thanh ph6 cung hoang mac tan chay, rtta tr6i di nhitng Kim
Tw Thap da ton tai & day ca thién nién ky. Loang cai da chang con lai gi
ngoai mot vung bién séi suc dwdi bau troi dem ngom khong trang sao.
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“Khong than nao cé thé cttu dugc mi dau, nay Carter.” Apophis nghe chirng
nhw day cam thong. “Sé phan nay da dugc an bai tir thud hong hoang khéi
do. Hay dau hang ta, roi ta sé tha mang cho mi cung nhitng ké mi yéu quy.
Mi sé cuGi 1én Bién Hon Mang. Mi sé lam cht van mang cta chinh mi.”

To6i trong thdy mot hon dao noi bong bénh trén vung dai dwong dang sbi suc
- mot manh dat dai xanh twoi nhw mot 6c ddo. T6i cung gia dinh song bén
nhau trén hon ddo may. Chuing t6i c6 thé song soét. Chiing toi c6 thé c6 dugc
bat ctt thi gi minh mudn ma chi can twéng twgng dén thoi. Cai chét sé
chang c6 y nghia gi ca.

“Ta chi doi héi mot hanh dong thién chi ma thoi,” Apophis thic bach. “Hay
trao Ra cho ta. Ta biét mi ghét han. Han dai dién cho moi diéu sai trai véi
thé gidi nguwoi pham ctia mi. Han da tré nén 1am cam, gia nua, yéu dudi va
vo dung. Hay giao han cho ta. Ta sé tha mang cho nguwoi. Hay nghi dén diéu
nay di Carter Kane. BDam than kia tirng c6 hita hen diéu gi cong bang nhw
thé v6i mi khong vay?”

Nhitng hinh anh nhoa di. Khuén Mat Ctaa Noi Khiép Sg cwoi toe toét nhin
xudng toi, nhung dot nhién cac nét mat veo vo di vi dau dén. Mot chi
twogng hinh rirng rye Itta chdy ngang tran han - biéu twgng cua say kho - va
thé 1a con 4c quy vu ra thanh bui.

Toi hdp hdp thd 1dy hoi. Co hong t6i c6 cam gidc nhw nhét day than nong
dé. Than Thoth dang ditng nhin xudng toi, trong G ri méi mét. Hai mat ong
x04ay tron nhitng mau sac van hoa, nhw canh cong mé sang mat thé gidi
khac.

“Carter Kane.” Than Thoth chia tay ra gitip toi ditng day.

Moi tht &c quy khac déu da bién mat. Walt dang ditng trén dinh ngon Kim
Ty Thap cung doan khi dot va co quam, bon nay dang leo 1én lung con
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nhan s ni* nhw thé con nay la mot con thd nhin. Freak thi dang 1én vén
gan day, trong no cang vui vé vi da dugc an that 1am ac quy.

“Lé& ra cau khong dugc dén day,” than Thoth gid giong ming mé. Ong phui
thit bui tir con quy khéi ao thun, ao mang logo hinh trai tim ruc Itta cung
dong chit HOUSE OF BLUES. “Qua sttc nguy hiém, nhat la cho cau,
Walt.”

“Khong c6 gi,” téi cau nhau. “C6 vé nhw 6ng can gitp do ma.”

“Dam quy st ddy a?” Thoth phay tay vé khinh khinh. “Chuing sé quay lai
trede lic mat trdi moc thoi. Tuan roi ¢ moi 6 gio dong ho 1a bon ching lai
tan cong ay ma. Pén la byc minh.”

“Clt moi 6h w?” T6i c6 hinh dung ra chuyén nay. Néu than Thoth da phai
chién dau chéng trd mot doi quan thé nay mdt ngay vai ban trong nguyén
tuan thi... t6i khong thé nao hiéu dwoc lam thé nao ma ngay ca mot vi than
lai c6 dugc biét bao quyén nang dén vay.

“Cac vi than khac dau ca r6i?” toi héi. “Chang phdi ho nén giip cho 6ng
lr?”

Than Thoth nhan mii nhw thé vira ngtri thdy mot con quy bi bénh duwong
rudt. “Cé 1€ cau véi Walt nén vao trong nha. Gio cac cau da dén day r6i,
ching ta c6 nhiéu diéu phai néi day.”

Toi phai néi diéu nay dé dé cao than Thoth. Ong ta biét cach trang hoang
cho mot Kim Tw Thap.

Khu vire 1a san bong r6 triede kia van con day, 16 1la dé cho dam khi dot cta

than Thoth c6 thé choi dua dugce (Khi thich béng r6 ma). Bang TV dién tw
van con treo trén tran nhap nhéa nhitng loat chit thong bao lén may diéu
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nhw: CA BOI TIEN LEN! PHONG THU NAO! va THOTH 25 - QUY 0
bang tiéng Ai Cap cb dai.

Cho ngoi trén khan dai da dugc thay thé bang mot loat nhitng ban cong
nhiéu tang. Vai tang sap doc dai nhitng khoang mady tinh, giong nhu trung
tam diéu khién diéu van cho tram phong tén lira. Nhitng tang khac chira
nhitng ban chen chic day coc dinh lwgng, dén con, 6ng nghiém chira thi
héa chat nhon nhon bdc khoi, 1o dung ndi tang ngdm mudi cung nhitng thi
ky la hon nita. Phan tang cao xa nhat duwgc danh lam khu vire cudn van tu -
mot thw vién 16n dé bang véi thw vién & Vung 1. Va phia sau bang r6 bén
trai moc 1én mot tam bang trang cao ba tang pha day nhitng phép tinh cling
cac chit twgng hinh.

Treo tong teng tt* ram nha, thay vi la nhitng bang ron chitc vo dich ctung cac
sO 4o da giai nghé, lai la nhitng tdim phuwdn den c6 théu cac cau chui bang chi
vang.

Khu virc ngoai san la phan sinh song cia than Thoth - nha bép treo sanh
diéu, mot bo swu tap cac loai ghé banh ghé tiwa bang vai 16ng ém ai, may
chong sach, may thung dung doi choi Lego va Tinker Toys, mot td TV man
hinh phang dang chiéu du loai chwong trinh tin titc va phim tai liéu, va mot
khu rttng be bé may chiéc dan guitar dién cung dan ampli - tat tan tan
nhitng mén ma mot vi than dang tri can dé c6 thé lam dwgc 20 viéc cung 1
luc.

Pam khi dau ch6 ctia than Thoth dan Freak vao phong thay do dé chai
chuot va cho né nghi ngoi. Toi nghi bon chiing sg Freak an thit hét dam co

quam, vi ding la co quam hoi giong ga tay that.

Than Thoth quay sang Walt va t6i, nhin chung toi soi xét. “Hai cau can nghi
ngoi. Roi ta sé chuan bj bira t6i cho 2 cau.”
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“Chung toi khong c6 thoi gian,” toi dap. “Chung toi phai -”

“Nay Carter Kane,” than Thoth qué. “Cau vira mdi danh nhau véi Apophis
day thoéi. Horus vira m@i bi danh bat khéi cau, cau vira bi 16i xénh xéch
xudng Coi Am va bi bép ¢6 nira chitng. Cau ching c6 tich sy gi cho ai ca
cho dén sau khi cau chgp mat duwgc mot ti.”

T6i nhitng mudn phan do6i, nhung than Thoth da an ban tay vao tran toi.
Con moi mét tran ngap trong toi.

“Nghi ngoi di,” than Thoth qua quyeét.
T6i do guc xudng chiéc ghé banh gan nhat.

T6i khong rd minh ngu thiép di trong bao 1au, nhuwng Walt thitc gidc trudce
tién. Khi toi tinh day thi cau ay va than Thoth dang tro chuyén say swa.

“Khong,” than Thoth bao. “Chuyén nay chwa khi nao dugc lam. Vatae la
cau khong c6 thoi gian...” Ong ta nhé giong di khi thdy t6i ngdi day, “A.
Tot qua Carter. Cau da thitc giac.”

“T6i bo 16 chuyén gi thé?”

“’Khong c6 gli,” ong ta dap, c6 chut hoi han hoan. “Lai day dung bita nao.”
Quay bép nha ong chat day thit (tc mdi cat, xtc xich, swon heo cuing banh
bap, r6i thém mot binh tra da vdi kich c& vat va. Cé lan than Thoth tirng
bdo t0i rang thitc an thit nwéng la mot loai hinh phép thuat, ma t6i cho la

ong ay noéi phai. Mui huong thic an khién t6i tam thdi quén di nhitng rac
r6i cia minh.
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T6i ngau nghién hét mot banh sandwich kep thit (tc va uéng can 2 ly tra da.
Walt nham nhap mdt miéng swon, nhung cau ta dwong nhw khong dwoc
ngon miéng gi cho cam.

Trong khi dy than Thoth cAm chiéc guitar Gibson 1én. Ong danh 1én mot
khiic am vii bao khién cho nén san van dong rung ban bat. Ké ttr sau lan
cudi t6i nghe thay thi than Thoth da tién bo hon han r6i. Khiic nhac nghe
han hoi la mot khic nhac, chit khong giéng nhw tiéng mot con dé ndi bi tra
tan nita.

T6i cam mau banh bap ve vay chi xung quanh. “Noi nay trong dugc lam.”
Than Thoth chac luwdi. “Pugc hon may dai ban doanh trréc cua ta dy nhi?”

Lan dau tién t6i vdi Sadie cham tran vi than cua tri thitc nay, 6ng ay dang
chui ric trong khuén vién trwdng dai hoc dia phuong. Ong ta da thir thach
gia tri cua chung toi vdi viéc sai chung toi di pha nat nha ctia Elvis Presley
(chuyén dai 1am), nhung hy vong ltic nay ching t6i da qua khéi giai doan
thir thach dé ro6i. T6i thi thich vo van trong khu virc ngoai san béng ma an
thit nwéng hon.

Thé r6i t6i nghi dén nhitng hinh anh ma Khuén Mat Caa No6i Khiép So da
cho toi thay - me t6i trong con nguy hiém, mét khoi den nu6t chirng linh
hon ngwoi chét, thé gidi tan ra trong Bién Hon Mang - ngoai trir mot hon
dao nho noi 1éu béu trén dau con séng. Ky trc ay chirng nhw da giét chét sy
ngon miéng cua toi.

“Thé nay...” To6i day dia minh ra xa. “Ké€ cho t6i nghe vé may cudc tan cong
ctia dam quy st di. Va ong lic nay dang néi gi vai Walt thé?”

Walt nhin tran trdn xuéng miéng swon heo dang an do.
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Thoth gdy mot khic am nho nhé. “Bat dau tir dau day...? Nhitng cudc tdn
cong bat dau ttr 7 ngay trde. Ta bi mat lién lac véi nhitng vi than khac. Ho
da khong dén gidi ctu ta, ta hiéu thoi, vi ho dang viedng phai nhitng van dé
twong ty. Chia ré roi thu phuc - Apophis thong hiéu quy tac quan sy co ban.
Ngay ca néu huynh dé ta cé thé gitp dugc ta... i thi, ho con cé nhitng wu
tién khac. Than Ra vira méi dugce triéu vé, nhue cau con nhé.”

Than Thoth dam chiéu nhin t6i, giong nhw t6i la mdt phuwong trinh ma 6ng
ay khong thé can bang. “Vi than mat troi han phai dwgc trong chirng trong
chuyén hanh trinh vao ban dém ctia minh. Viéc nay lam hao ton rat nhiéu
than luc.”

Hai vai t6i chung xuong. T6i khong can thém maot chuyén cam thay co 16i
lam gi. T6i cling nghi viéc than Thoth chi trich t6i la khong dugc cong
bang. Ong ta titng ung hd chiing toi, it nhiéu 1a vay, trong chuyén triéu hoi
than mat troi vé co ma. Co 1€ 7 ngay dém bi quy st tan cong da bat dau
khién 6ng ta doi y.

“Ong khoéng thé cit bo di dugc sao?” tdi hoi.
Than Thoth lac dau. “C6 1€ cau khong thé nhin dwgc that sau vao trong Coi
Am, nhung quyén ning ctia Apophis da bao quanh hét toan bé Kim Ty

Thap nay. Ta that sy ket citng r6i.”

T6i ngwdc nhin 1én tran san van dong, thot nhién c6 vé trong nhw thap hon.
“Co nghia la... chiing t0i cling bi mac ket a?”

Thoth phét 16 cau hoi. “Cac cau phai cé kha nang quay ngugc ra dugce thoi.

Mang lwdi cia con ran dugc cau tao dé bat than thoi. Cau véi Walt thi
khong vi dai cling khong quan trong dén mitc bi bat lai dau.”
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To6i thac mac khong biét cé ding thé khong, hay la liéu Apophis dang dé
cho toi dén roi di khong nita - dé c6 dugce sy lwa chon giao than Ra.

Mi lam ta hitng thud ddy, Carter a. Apophis da néi. Hay dau hang ta, r6i ta sé
tha mang cho nguoi.

To6i hit m6t hoi thd sau. “Nhuwng ma, than Thoth nay, néu 6ng don thwong
doc ma... y toi la, 6ng con c6 thé chong choi dugc bao lau day chii?”

Vi than dwa tay phui phui chiéc 4o choang phong thi nghiém, do phu day
nhitng dong chit nguéch ngoac bang hang ta thit ngén ngit. Chir thoi gian
nhe nhang bay khoi 6ng tay do 6ng ta. Than Thoth chup lai, va dot nhién
ong ta lai dang nhin qua mot chi€c dong ho bo tdi bang vang.

“Pé xem nao. Can cif vao su suy yéu dan trong hang phong ngy ctia Kim
Tw Thap cung véi tdc dé ngudn lue cda ta dang bi tiéu tan, thi ta do la minh
con c6 thé chiu dung dwgce thém chin cudc tan cong nita, hay la chi qua 2
ngay, nhu thé la ltic ching ta dén dugc binh minh ngay thu phan. Ha! Viéc
nay khong thé nao la trung hgp ngau nhién nhi.”

“Roi sau do6 thi sao?” Walt hoi.

“Roi sau do thi Kim Ty Thap cua ta sé bi choc thung. Thudc ha cua ta sé bi
tieu diét. Thye ra, ta doan la Ngay tan thé sé xdy ra cung khap. Thu phan sé
la Iic hop 1y cho Apophis troi day. Chac la han sé day ta xuéng dia nguc,
hay c6 thé phan tan tinh tiy cta ta ra khap vii tru trong hang ty manh.
Hirm... tinh vat 1y vé céi chét cia mdt vi than.” Chiéc dong ho bo tdi cta
than Thoth bién thanh cay viét. Ong nguéch ngoac gi day trén tay cam
guitar. “Chuyén nay sé cdu thanh bai khdo cttu xuat sac day.”

“Nay than Thoth,” Walt nhac nhé. “Néi cho Carter biét nhitng gi 6ng da noi
V@i toi, vé viéc vi sao 6ng dang bi chon lam muc tiéu day.”
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“Ta nghi chuyén nay da rd rang qua r6i con gi,” than Thoth bao. “Apophis
muon lam ta sao nhang khong gitip cho cac cau. Pay la ly do vi sao cac cau
da tGi day, phai khong nao? Dé tim ta vé chuyén cai bong ctia con ran ay?”

T6i sitng so khong néi khong rang trong 1 doi. “Lam sao ma 6ng biét?”
“Lam on di.” than Thoth luét mot doan tau cta Jimi Hendrix, doan dat dan
xuong. “Ta la than cua tri thitc. Ta da biét sém mudn gi cac cau cling sé két
luan dugc rang hy vong chién thang duy nhat cta cac cau la thuat nguyén

rua bong.”

“Nguyeén raa béng,” toi 1ap lai. “Pay la dé that sw la mot 10i nguyén a? Cé
tac dung khong thé?”

“Theo ly thuyét th6i.”

“Thé ma ong khong tw gidc néi ra thong tin nay - tai sao chir?”

Than Thoth khut khit khinh bo. “Tri thitc & bat c gia tri nao cling khong
thé biéu khong. N6 phai dugc tim toi phat hién ra. Gid cau da 1a mét thay
gido r6i co ma Carter. BDang ra cu phai biét chi.”

T6i khong biét minh c¢6 nén bép 6 hay 6m hon vi than nay day. “Vay thi,
t0i sé tim toi kién thirc. Toi sé phat hién ra n6. Lam cach nao t6i danh bai

duwoc Apophis vay?”

“Ta rat vui long vi cau da héi!” than Thoth mat sang rd nhin t6i bang doi
mac da sac. “That khéng may 1a, ta khong thé néi cho cau biét.”

T6i liéc sang Walt. “Cau c6 muon giét 6ng ta khong, hay la dé minh?”
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“Thoi nao nao,” Thoth 1én tiéng. “Ta c6 thé huwdng dan chut it cho cac cau.
Nhung cac cau sé phai két ndi cac manh mun, nhw nguwdi ta hay noéi ay.”

“Manh moi,” toi bao.

“Pung thé. Cau di ding hudng r6i ddy. Sheut c6 thé dugc st dung dé tiéu
diét mot vi than, hay tham chi ca chinh Apophis. Véi lai, phai, nhw tat ca
nhitng sinh vat hitu hinh, Apophis ciing c6 bong, mac du la han gidu phan
tam hon ay rat kin va canh gac can mat lam.”

“Vay phan hon ay ¢ dau?” t6i hoi. “Chung t6i lam sao st dung duwgc n6?”

Than Thoth dang rong hai tay. “Cau héi thit 2 ta khong thé tra 10i dwgc. Cau
héi thit nhat thi ta lai khong dwoc phép?”

Walt day dia sang bén, “Nay gio t6i van c¢d moi ¢0 tra 10i nay tir 6ng ta day,
Carter a. Lam mot vi than tri thitc nhw thé, 6ng nay khong huwu ich gi 1am.”

“Coi nao than Thoth,” t6i bao. “Chting t6i c6 thé lam mot chuyén chinh
phat hay gi day cho 6ng khong nhi? Lai cho no tung nha cta Elvis nhé?”

“Nghe hap dan day,” vi than dap. “Nhwng cau phai hiéu 1a, tiét 16 cho mot
nguoi thwong biét noi chén bong cia mat than bat tir - thdm chi cé la béng
ctia Apophis di nita - thi van la mot toi ac tay dinh. Cac than da nghi ta la ké
ban ditng ngwdi khac réi. Trong bao thé ky qua, ta da tiét 10 qua nhiéu bi
mat cho nhan loai. Ta da day cho cac nguwoi nghé thuat viét chit. Ta da cho
day cau phép thuat va sang 1ap ra Ngoi Nha Sy Séng.”

“Pdy la ly do vi sao cac phap s van con ton kinh 6ng,” t6i bao. “Vay nén
hdy giip cho ching t6i thém lan nita.”
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“Peé roi trao cho con ngwdi kién thitc cé thé dwgce st dung dé tiéu diét cac
than u?” Thoth thé dai. “Cau c6 thé hiéu duoc vi sao cac dao hitu cda tai sé
phan doi diéu nhu thé khéng?”

T6i siét chat nam ddm. T6i nghi dén linh hon ctia me minh dang co ro duéi
mom d4, dang chong choi dé tru lai. Nguoén Iyc den t6i kia han phai 1a bong
cta Apophis. Apohpis da khién t6i trong thay canh twong kia dé lam t6i
tuyét vong. Khi quyén nang cta han gia tang, ca cai bong ctia han cling
manh hon 1én. Cai béng ay dang hut linh hon ngudi chét, dang nuot ching
1ay ho.

Tbi c6 thé doan duoc cai bong ay dang & dau ddy trong Coi Am, nhung c6
doan dugc vay ciling khong c6 ich gi. Kiéu nhw néi dau ddy ngoai Thai Binh
Duong vay. C8i Am ménh méng 13m.

To6i tri'ng mat nhin Thoth. “Lwa chon khac ctia 6ng la khong phai gitp cho
ching t6i va cit dé cho Apophis huy diét thé gigi.”

“Hiéu ro6i,” Thoth thira nhan, “day la 1y do vi sao ta van con dang tro
chuyén véi cau day. Buing la c6 1 cach cau c6 thé tim ra chd cta céi bong.
Hoi xwra kia, khi ta con tré ngwdi non da, ta da viét 1 cudn sach - 1 dang nhw
nghién cttu thye té - goi la cudn Sach cta than Thoth.”

“Tén kéu lam,” Walt 1am bam.

“Ta cling nghi thé!” Thoth bao. “Ma thoi, cuén sach nay mo ta tirng hinh
dang lan 16t nguy trang moi 1 vi than c6 thé khoac vao, lan nhitng noi cat

gidu bi mat nhat ctia ho - tat tan tat cac chi tiét dang xdu ho.”

“Bao gom ca cach lam thé nao dé tim ra bong ctia cac than u?” toi hoi.
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“Mién ban luan. Ma thoi, ta chang hé c6 y dé cho con ngudi doc duge cudn
sach dy, nhung n6 da bi mot tay phap su xdo quyét danh cap di tir thoi xa
Xra ng.”

“Gid cudn sach dy & dau?” t6i hoi. Nhung roi toi gio 2 tay lén troi. “Huwgm
da... dé toi doan xem nao. Ong khong thé néi cho chiing tdi biét chit gi?”

“That tinh la ta khong biét,” Thoth dap. “Tay phap su xdo quyét kia da gidu
cuon sach di. May sao han da qua doi tredc khi tan dung triét dé 1gi ich cta
cu6n sach, nhung qua la han da st dung kién thitc trong sach dé tao nén
mot s6 10i chu, bao gom ca 10i chd nguyén riua béng. Han ta da viét lai y
twdng ctua minh thanh 1 ham bién bién thién ddc biét trong Cudn Sach dé
danh bai Apophis.”

“Setne,” t0i thot 1én. “Day la tay phap s ma ong da ké.”

“Pung that. D1 nhién 16i chu cua han chi la gia thiét thoi. Tham chi ca ta
day con chwa khi nao c6 dugc kién thitc dy. Va lai, nhuw cau biét, moi ban
sao cac cudn van tv cia han gio da bi tiéu hiy mat roi.”

“Theé thi vo vong ro6i,” téi néi. “Duwdng cung ngd cut.”

“0, khong dau,” than Thoth bao. “Cau c6 thé di ma hoi thing Setne dy. Hin
da viét ra 10i chi co ma. Han da giau di cuon Sach ctua than Thoth ma, e
hém, c6 hay khéng c6 mo ta vé vi tri ctia cai bong. Néu cé thién chi lam
lam, han c6 thé gitup dugc cho cau.”

“Nhung chang phai Setne da chét cd may ngan nam nay réi sao?”

Than Thoth cudi toe toét. “Phai. Va ddy mdéi chi la rac roi dau tién théi.”
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Than Thoth ké cho chiing t6i nghe vé Setne, ngwdi ma ro la da kha noi tiéng
thoi Ai Cap co dai - giong nhw la Robin Hood, Merlin va Attila Pai dé
Hung N6 trong mot. Cang nghe, toi cang khong mudn phai gap ong ta.

“Han la mé6t ké doi tra bénh hoan,” than Thoth ké. “Mot ga vo lai, mot tén
phan do, mot thang an trém va la mét phap sw xuat ching. Han nitc tiéng vé
viéc danh cap cac cuén sach vé kién thitc, bao gom ca sach cua ta. Han
danh nhau véi quai vat, mao hiém di vao C6i Am, chinh phuc cac than va
1én vao nhitng ngdi mo thiéng. Han da tao ra nhitng 16i nguyén khong thé
thao g& cling nhu khoi ra cac bi mat ma 1€ ra phai duwgc chon kin mai mai.
Han ding that 1a 1 tay thién tai c ba.”

Walt kéo kéo may chiéc bua hd mang cua minh. “Nghe nhu la 6ng ngudng
mo tay dy lam.”

Vi than nhéch mép cudi véi Walt. “A thi, ta danh gia cao cong cudc theo
dudi kién thirc, nhung ta khong thé chap nhan dwgc cac phwong thitc cia
Setne. Han chang chiu ditng buéc trede bat ¢t diéu gi dé dugc sé hitu bi
mat cda vii tru. Cau thdy ddy, han muon bién thanh than co ma - chit khong
phai chi la 1 con mat cta than linh ma th6i. Mot tén ngwoi pham ding
nghia.”

“Ma thé thi khong thé nao,” t6i doan.

“Kho thoi, cht khong phai la khong thé,” Thoth bao. “Imhotep, tén phap sw
nguwoi pham dau tién nhét - han da dugc phong thanh than sau khi chét.”
Thoth quay sang mday chiéc mdy tinh. “Ma diéu nay khién ta nhé ra, ca
nghin nam nay ta da khong gap Imhotep r6i. Khong biét han dang gié tro

gi. C6 1é ta nén google han -”

“Nay than Thoth,” Walt 1én tiéng, “tap trung chuyén mo6n nao.”
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“U phai. Vé Setne vdy. Hin da tao ra 15i chd dé hay diét bat cit sinh linh
nao - tham chi la ca than nita. Ta khong bao gid c6 thé chiu dé cho mot kién
thitc nhw thé lot vao tay mot nguwdi thwong. Nhuwng ma, theo 1y thuyét ma
néi, néu cac cau can 16i cha dé da bai Apophis, cac cau cé thé thuyét phuc
Setne day cho cac cau buia phép dy roi dan duong cho cac cau dén cho cai
bong cua Apophis.”

“Ngoai trit mot diéu la Setne da chét,” t6i no6i. “Chuing ta c¥ mai quay lai
van dé nay thoi.”

Walt ditng day. “Trw phi la... ong dang goi y chiing t6i tim duwgc linh hén
ctia Setne dudi Coi Am. Nhung ma, néu Setne x4u xa dén vay, phai ching
Osiris da budc t6i han trong Sanh phan xét roi chi¥? Han Ammit da an lay
tim han r6i, va han da thoi khong con ton tai nita.”

“Phai, thwong la thé,” than Thoth dap. “Nhung Setne la treong hop dac biét.
Han rat v la... mém mép co6 sitc thuyét phuc. Tham chi trwdc toa Dia pha,
han da c6 kha nang, rm, thao ting hé théng phap ly. Pa 1am lan, Osiris
phan han vao c6i hw vo, nhung Setne van luén xoay s@ tranh dugc sy trirng
phat. Han lanh 1dy phan quyét nhe hon, hay dwa ra thinh cau thwong lwgng,
hay don gian la bé tron. Han da c6 ma séng sét dugc - it ra la trong hinh
thirc mot linh hon - tir bay dén gio.”

Than Thoth dwa do6i mat mong mong cua minh sang phia t6i. “Nhung dao
gan day, CarterKane ndy, cha cau da tré thanh Osiris. Ong dy 1au nay tan
cong vao nhitng hon ma phdn loan, ra sttc khoi phuc lai ton ti trat tw trong
bia Nguc. Lan mat trdi lan tdi day, cach nay chirng 14 tiéng, Setne dwoc 1én
lich tham dy mot phién xét xir md&i. Han sé ra tredc mat bo cau. Va lan nay

»

“Cha t6i sé khong dé cho han thoat dau.” Toi c6 cdm gidc nhw mot lan nita
2 ban tay con quy dang siét quanh c6 minh.
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Cha t6i cong minh nhung nghiém khic. Ong khong chap nhan ly do 1y trdu
tir bat ky ai. Trong su6t may nam 2 cha con t6i cung nhau phiéu bat, toi
tham chi chwa khi nao tron dwoc viéc dé cho do khong dwge dong thung.
Néu Setne xdu xa nhw 16i than Thoth béo, thi Cha t6i sé khong thwong x6t
gi cho hén ca dau. Ong s& quéng tim tén ndy cho Ammit Hdm An nhu thé
ddy la mot chiéc banh quy danh cho ché.

Hai mat Walt sang ruc 1én vi phan khich. Cau ta trong day sinh khi hon Iic
nao hét. “Chung ta c6 thé thinh cau bd cau,” Walt bao. “Chiing ta c6 thé 1a
tri hodn phién toa xtr Setne, hay la cau xin giam an dé doi lay su giup do
cta Setne. Phéap luat dwéi Dia nguc c6 cho phép diéu nay.”

T6i cau may. “Lam sao ma cau lai hiéu biét kha nhiéu vé phién toa ctia
ngwoi chét thé nhi?”

Ngay lap tdc t6i hoéi han da néi ra diéu nay. T6i nhan ra chac han Walt da tw
chuan bi dé doi mat véi phong xét xtr ay. Co 1é day la chuyén ma ldac nay
cdu ay trao doi véi than Thoth.

Ta e la cau khong cé nhiéu thoi gian dau, Thoth da ndi thé.

“Xin 16i cau nhé,” toi nai.

“C6 sao dau,” Walt dap. “Nhung chiing ta phai thir. Néu ching ta cé thé
thuyét phuc dugc b6 cau tha cho Setne -”

Thoth pha 1én cwoi. “Nhuw thé thi tha vi that phai khong nao? Liéu Setne lai
thoat than thém lan nita chang, béi vi nhitng cach thitc xau xa ctia han la
diéu duy nhat cé thé citu dugc thé gigi?”
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“Khoi hai day,” t6i bado. Banh sandwich thit (tc khong dwgc yén vi lam
trong da day t6i. “Thé 6ng dang dé nghi la chiing t6i di dén phién toa cua
Cha t6i ma c6 cttu ldy mot hon ma ctia mét tay phap su than kinh ac doc.
ROi thi chiing t6i yéu cau hon ma nay dan duong cho chiing t6i dén cho
béng cua Apophis va day cho chiing t6i cach tiéu hiy cai béng ay, trong khi
day phai tin twdng la han sé khong tron di, khong giét chét hay giao chiing
toi cho ké thu.”

Thoth gat dau lia lia. “Cau sé phai dién r6 1én! Chac chan la ta hy vong cau
qua la thé.”

To6i hit m6t hoi sau. “Toi nghi la toi dién roi that.”

“Ctr lam!” Thoth ho héi. “Con diéu nita nay, Carter. D€ chuyén nay xay ra
duwgc, cau sé can dén su gitp do ctia Walt, nhung cau ta lai khong con nhiéu
thoi gian nita. Hy vong duy nhét ctaa cau ay -”

“Puogc roi,” Walt gat 1én. “Tu t6i sé noi cho cau ay.”

Trudce khi t6i kip hoi Walt day 1a y gi, thi tiéng chudng bao qua gio da réo
1én inh éi tr may chiéc loa trong san van dong.

“Sap dén binh minh r6i,” than Thoth bao. “T6t hon 2 cau phai di di, trude
khi ddm quy st quay lai. Chiic may mén. A ma nay, du gi di nita, nhé gt
10i chao cta ta dén Setne nhé - tat nhién la néu 2 cdu con séng dugc dén
luc day.”
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8. Em gai t0i, cai chau hoa.
CHUYEN BAY VE CHANG VUI CHUT NAO.

T6i va Walt c6 bam vao chiéc thuyén trong khi rang ching toi thi va 1ap cap
con 2 mat lai liu diu. Pam swong mu phap thuat da bién thanh sac mau.
Nhitng giong ndi ma quai tirc t6i thi thao, c nhw ching da quyét dinh day
1én bao dong va cuwdp boc thé gidi trén tang khong.

Freak Iw6t ra khéi C6i Am sém hon t6i twéng. Chiing toi thdy minh dang
bay qua xuwdng tau New Jersey, con thuyén tha ra lan hoi trong khi Freak
mét moi bay bap bénh qua khong trung. Xa xa, dwdng chan trdi quan
Manhattan 1ap lanh anh vang trong budi binh minh.

Tb6i va Walt ching trd chuyén gi trong sudt chuyén di. C6i Am chirng nhuw
da doi gao nuwdc lanh 1én cudc noi chuyeén. Gio thi cau tao bén 1én nhin toi.

“Minh phai gidi thich d6i diéu,” Walt 1én tiéng.

T6i khong thé vo nhw 1a minh khéng to mo gi. Khi bénh tinh ctia Walt ngay
mot nang hon, cau ta trd nén cang lic cang bi an. Toi thac mac khéng biét
cau ta da n6i chuyén gi vaGi than Thoth day.

Nhung day khong phai la viéc cda toi. Mua xudan roi sau khi Sadie biét dugc
bi danh va dwgc tha sttc di vao nhitng suy nghi sau xa nhat cua toi thi toi tré
nén nhay bén trong viéc ton trong sy rieng tw cua ngwoi khac.

“Nay Walt, day la viéc riéng cta cau,” t6i ndi. “Néu cau khong mudn néi thi

»
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“Nhung khong chi la riéng tw dadu. Cau can phai dugc biét chuyén gi dang
xdy ra. Minh - minh sé khong con song 1au dwogc nita.”

T6i nhin tran tro6i xudng khu cau cang, twgng Nu than Ty Do dang tr6i qua
bén dwdi ching toi. T6i biét la Walt dang chét dan chét mon cd may thang
nay roi. Chap nhan diéu nay that chang dé dang gi ca. T6i nhé dén nhitng gi
Apophis ti'ng néi ¢ vién bao tang Dallas: Walt sé khong song dwgc dén lic
chitng kién ngay thé gidi tan diét.

“Cau chac chit?” t6i héi. “Chang con cach nao dé -?”

“Anubis chac r6i,” Walt dap. “Minh chi con song duwgc dén hoang hon ngay
mai thoi, theo nhw tinh hinh méi day nhat.

T6i khong muén nghe thém vé 1 han cudi cung bat kha nao nita. BDén hoang
hon toi nay, chung t6i phai cttu duwgc hon ma ctia mot tay phap su ta dao.
bén hoang hon ngay mai, Walt sé chét. R6i binh minh sau hom day, néu
may man lam, chiing t6i c6 thé trong chd dén Ngay tan thé.

T6i khong bao gio thich bi pha ngang. Hé khi nao cam thdy nhw diéu gi do6
khong thé lam dugc, toi thwong c6 gang tham chi la hét sitc hon hoan toan
chi vi c6 chap ma théi.

Nhung dén thoi diém nay thi toi lai cdm thay Apophis dang cuwdi nhu dién
vao mat toi.

O, mi khong phai 1a ké bé cudc a? Dudng nhw Apophis dang héi 1én nhw
thé. Thé nén ngay lic nay thi sao nhi? Vi nhw bon ta giao cho mi thém vai

nhiém vu bat kha thi nita thi thé nao? Gio mi c6 la tén bo cudc hay khong?

Con tic gian day lén cuc nghen nho nhé trong long t6i. T6i gio chan da vao
man thuyén lam sém chat gay ca chan minh.
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Walt chdp chép mat, “Carter nay, chuyén nay -”

“Pirng c6 noi la thuwong thdi nhé!” t6i gat. “Chuyén nay chang thwong ty
nao ca.”

T6i khong gian gi Walt. T6i dang gian 1€ bat cong trong 10i nguyén ngu
Xuan cda cau ta cting nhw sy that la t6i lién tuc phu long nhitng ngudi than
cta t6i. Cha me tdi da qua doi dé cho t6i cung Sadie co hdi cttu lay thé gidi,
viéc ma ching t6i s&p 1am héng day. O Dallas, vai ta phap su tai giéi da mat
mang vi c6 giup ching toi. Gio thi t6i sap sira mat ca Walt.

Chac chan roi, Walt quan trong vdi Sadie lam. Nhuwng t6i nho cdy vao cau
ta cling nhiéu nhw vay. Walt la vién phé twéng khéng chinh thuc cua t6i tai
Nha Brooklyn nay. Bam nho6c con con lai nghe 10i cau ay. Cau ta la sy hién
dién binh tinh trong moi tinh huoéng khing hoang, la 1a phiéu quyét dinh
trong moi cudc tranh luan. Bi mat nao t6i cling cé thé tin twéng giri gam noi
cau ta - ngay ca bi mat vé viéc tao ra pho twgng nguyén raa danh cho
Apophis, la chuyén ma t6i khong thé ké cho chti minh biét. Néu ma Walt
chét thi...

“Minh sé khong dé chuyén ay xay ra dau,” t6i noéi. “Minh khong can tam.”
Bao y nghi hoang duwong loang qua dau t6i: biét dau Anubis dang néi doi
v&i Walt vé cdi chét khong tranh khéi ctia cau ay dé c6 day Walt roi xa khoéi
Sadie. (Thoi dugc, chang c6 kha nang may dau. Sadie nao phai phan thwdng

dang gia dén vay.)

[Phai day Sadie, anh n6i vay day. Chi dé xem thit liéu em van c6 dang chu y
theo doi khong ay ma.]
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Biét dau Walt c6 thé thang dugc s6 phan. Nguoi ta song sét qua can bénh
ung thw mot cach ky diéu thé kia ma. C& gi may 16i nguyén xa xua lai
khong chi? Biét dau ching to6i c6 thé tam ngtrng sinh khi ctia Walt nhw
Iskandar da tirng lam vd&i Zia dy, cho dén khi ching t6i tim dwgc phép hoa
gidi. Pung that, gia dinh ctia Walt tirng da tim kiém phép giai ca bao thé ky
ma khong thanh cong. Jaz, ba lang gidi nhat ctia ching t6i, da thir hét moi
cach cling chang ich gi. Nhung biét dau chiing t6i da bé sot vi day.

“Carter,” Walt néi. “Cau dé minh néi hét nhé? Ching ta phai dé ra ké
hoach.”

“Cau lam sao ma binh tinh dén thé kia?” t6i gang hai.

Walt man mé sgi day chuyén shen, giong y duc soi day la cau dy da tang
cho Sadie. “Minh biét 16i nguyén ctia minh hang bao nam r6i. Minh sé
khong dé n6 ngan minh lam chuyén minh can phai lam dau. Du la cach nao
di nita, minh cling sé gitp cho cau danh thang Apophis.”

“Lam sao day?” toi bao. “Cau vira mdi bao minh la -”

“Anubis c0 y twong nay,” Walt dap. “Lau nay anh ta dang gitip minh thong
hiéu nhitng quyén nang ctia minh.”

“Y cdu la...” toi liéc sang hai ban tay ctia Walt. Ba 1dm I4n tdi chiing kién
nhw ¢ Dallas. Quyén nang ay khong xudt phat tir bat cir do vat phép thuat
nao cua Walt ca. Bon t6i chang dita nao hiéu dugc chuyén nao, va khi bénh
tinh cia Walt tang tién, dwong nhu cau ta ngay cang khong thé khong ché
duwgc quyén lyc dy, khién t6i phai suy di nghi lai khong biét c6 nén dap tay
vOi anh chang nay khong.

Walt co dubi mdy ngén tay. “Anubis nghi rang anh ay hiéu dwgc ly do vi
sao minh c6 kha nang ay. Va con nita nay. Anh ta nghi c6 thé cé cach kéo
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dai cudc song cho minh day.”

That 1a mot tin tot lanh dén noi t6i thot ra mot tiéng cwoi run ray. “Tai sao
cau lai khong néi ra ngay chit? Anh ta c6 thé chita cho cau a?”

“Khong,” Walt dap. “Khong phai vdi phép chita. Vi lai con mao hiém nita.
Trudc nay chua tirng duge kiém chirng.”

“Pay la chuyén cau trao doi véi Thoth?”

Walt gat dau. “Ngay ca néu nhw ké hoach ctia Anubis ¢6 tac dung, thi van
c6 thé cé... phan ttng phu. Co6 thé cdu lai khong thich dau.” Walt ha giong.
“Co thé Sadie khong thich.”

Xui that, t6i lién twdng dén mot hinh anh s6ng dong. T6i muong twgng ra
Walt bién thanh mét sinh vat bat ti nao day - mét xac wép teo tép, mot Ba
vat v0 hay mét con quy hinh thu gédm gudc. Trong phap thuat Ai Cap, cac
phan &ng phu c6 thé kha la cuc doan.

Toi c6 khong dé 10 cam xtic. “Bon minh muon cau song. Bung lo vé
Sadie.”

To6i c6 thé nhin thiy trong mat Walt rang cau ay lo lang nhiéu cho Sadie.
Noi khong phai chi, cau ta nhin ra diéu gi tir em gai cta toi vay nhi?

[Ngiing danh anh di, Sadie. Anh chi la dang no6i that thoi ma.]
Walt bé ngon tay. Co 1€ chi la su twdng twgng cua toi thoi, nhung toi nghi
minh phét hién ra may lan hoi xam xam cu0n 1én tr hai ban tay cau ay, nhw

thé chi dé cap dén nang Iyc ky la kia cta cau ta thoi ciing da khién cho né bi
kich hoat.
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“Minh sé chwa dwa ra quyét dinh dau.” Walt bao. “DPén lic thé hoi thé cudi
cung minh md&i quyét. Minh muén triedc hét phdi n6i chuyén véi Sadie da,
giai thich cho c6 ay...”

Walt tva mot ban tay 1én man thuyén. Sai lam tai hai. Pam sy bén bién
sang sac xam khi cau ta cham vao.

“Walt, dung lai!” toi rua 1én.

Walt giat phat tay ra, nhuwng da qua muon. Con thuyén sum xudng thanh
dong tro tan.

Chung t6i nhao t&i chop may sgi day thitng. May thay day thirng khong
chay lui di - c6 1€ la lic nay Walt dang chu y hon. Freak quang quac la lang
khi con thuyén tiéu tdn mat, va dung mot cai t6i va Walt phai dung dwa duéi
bung con diéu sw, bau viu vao may sgi thitng dé gitt mang dong thoi cit va
bom bop vao nhau khi ching t6i bay qua nhitng toa nha choc trdi trong khu
Manhattan.

“Walt!” toi gao 1én at tiéng gi6. “Pung la cau can phai biét diéu khién cai
nang lyc ay thoi!”

“Xin 16i!” cau ta gao lén dap lai.

Hai canh tay t6i dau nhitc, nhung bang cach nao day ching toi vé dugc t6i
Nha Brooklyn ma khéng phai rét nhao dau chét ngac. Freak ha ching toi
xu6ng mai nha, noi cé Bast dang ditng doi, miéng moém ha hoc.

“Sao 2 chau lai dang lat 1éo trén may sgi day thirng thé?” c6 hoi don.

“Vi lam thé vui 1am co,” téi cau nhau. “Cé tin gi vay?”
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bang sau may ong khoi, mot giong néi mong manh thé thé:
“Ha-1llooooo!”

Vi than mit troi xwa tén Ra tho dau ra. Ong ta cudi toe toét nhe ham ring
sun sach roi khap khiéng di quanh mai nha, miéng 1am bam, “May con

chdn, mdy con chén. Banh quy, banh quy, banh quy!” Ong tho tay vao mdy
16p gap trén kho roi tung vun banh quy 1én tréi nhw tung hoa gidy - va,

vang, ta sao thi tdm y nhu vay day.

Bast cang hai canh tay ra, may con dao cta co ta bat ra tay. Chac chi la mot
phan xa ngoai y muon thoi, nhung trong Bast rat mudn dugc xoet may con
dao 1én nguoi ai ddy - bat cit ngwoi nao. Co6 ta mién cudng chuoi nhitng
lwGi dao vao lai trong 6ng tay 4o.

“Tin a?” Bast bdo. “Ta dang gitt nhiém vu trong tré, nho on chi Amos cta
chéau day, ong dy yéu cau ta gitp cho. Con shabti cia Sadie dang chd chau
dwdi lau kia. Ta di ch@?”

Giai thich vé Sadie va shabti ctia con bé thi sé phai mat cA mét cudn bang
riéng biét.

Em gai t6i khong c6 tai khic tac nhitng biic tiegng phép thuat. Ay vdy ma
cling khong ngan dwogc con bé thit sitc. Con nho tirng ¢ y twdng nong noi
rang no cé thé tao dwgc mot shabti hoan hao dé lam vat hién than cho né,
noéi giong no va lam hét moi viéc nha ctia n6 nhw mot con robot duwgc diéu
khién tir xa. T4t tat nhitng 1an th sttc tridc cia n6é déu da né tung hay réi
tinh r6i mu lén, khién Khufu cung hoc vién v& long phai hodng kinh. Tuan
tridc Sadie da tao ra mot Am phich phép thuét c6 cip mét dao t6i dao lui
biét bay quanh phong va la toang 1én. “Tiéu diét! Tiéu diét!” cho dén khi n6
va bop mot phat vao dau toi.
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Cai shabti méi day nhat cua Sadie la tiéu Sadie - con &c mdng ctia nguoi
lam vuon.

Vi khong phai la nghé nhan gi, Sadie da sap nhitng chau hoa bang gom do
thanh mdgt hinh dang na na giong ngudi, cac chau hoa gan vao nhau nho
phép thuat, day dg cung bang dinh. Khuon mdt la mot chau hoa up ngugc
c6 mdt cudi duge vé bang but den viét bang.

“Cling tdi gio ro6i day.” Cai sinh vat bang chau hoa dang cho trong phong
toi khi toi va Walt bude vao. Miéng n6 khong nhic nhich gi, nhung giong
néi ctia Sadie lai vang oang oang tir bén trong guwong mat trén chau nhw thé
con bé bi méic ket trong cai shabti dy. Y nghi nay 1am tdi thdy vui la.

“Thoi cudi di!” con bé ra lénh. “Em c6 thé nhin thdy anh day, Carter. O...
v6i lai, wtm, chao Walt.”

Cai thtt quai vat chau hoa phat ra am thanh ken ket kin kit khi n6é dirng
thang day. Mot canh tay cot ket gio 1én ra sitc vén lai m& téc khong ton tai
cua Sadie. Ctt mac cho Sadie lam duyén lam dang khi & quanh dam con
trai, tham chi la khi con nhé nay dugc tao thanh tv nhitng chau hoa cung
bang dinh.

Chting t6i trao doi chuyén tro. Sadie ké cho chiing t6i nghe vé cudc tdn
cong sap xdy dén véi Khu 1 dugc cho la sé xdy ra vao binh minh ngay thu
phan va sy liéen minh gitta cac lyc lwvgng ctia Sarah Jacobi cung Apophis.
Tin hay that. Tuyét voi.

Dai lai, toi ké cho Sadie vé chuyén viéng tham cta ching téi vGi than
Thoth. Toi chia sé nhitng hinh dnh ma Apophis da cho toi thay vé tinh
huéng hiém nghéo ctia me ching t6i trong Coi Am (chuyén nay lam cho
con yéu qudi chau hoa run cam cap) va cai két cuc cua thé gi6i (dwdong nhw
lai khién cho con bé khong ngac nhién chut nao). Téi khong néi cho Sadie
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biét vé 10i dé nghi ctia Apophis sé tha mang cho t6i néu t6i chiu giao nop
than Ra. Toi thay khong thodi mai thong bao tin nay khi Ra dang & ngay
ngoai ctra, dang hat ho vé banh quy. Nhung t6i ké cho con bé nghe vé hon
ma xau xa cta Setne, phién tda X1t tay nay sé bat dau vao lic hoang hon tai
Sanh phan xét.

“Chu Vinnie,” Sadie bao.

“Ha?” t6i hoi lai.

“Guong mat tirng no6i chuyén vGi em tai vién bdo tang Dallas ay. RO rang
ddy chinh la Setne. Han ta canh bao cho em rang ching ta sé can dén su
gitip do cta han dé hiéu dugc 10i chd nguyén ria bong. Han bao ching ta sé
phai van dung quan hé ma tra ty do cho hin treéc hoang hon t6i nay. Y hin

muon noi dén phién toa. Chung ta sé phai thuyét phuc Cha tha han ra.”

“Anh da néi rang than Thoth bdo han la mot ké tdm than sat nhan ma, phai
khong nhi?”

Con quadi thu chau hoa phat ra tiéng ken két. “Carter, sé 6n ca thoi. Lam ban
v6i dam tdm than la mot trong nhitng ky nang cia ching ta ma.”

Sadie quay chiéc dau chau hoa ctia minh vé phia Walt. “Hy vong la anh sé
di cung chit?”

Giong con bé c6 chit qud trach, nhu 1a né van con gian Walt da khong dén
dy budi khiéu vii tai tredng kiém bira tiéc ngat xiu hang loat.

“Anh sé c6 mat tai day,” Walt hita. “Anh khong sao?”

Walt ném cho t0i cai nhin canh cao, nhung toi sé khong phan bac lai 10i cau
ta lam gi. Du cdu ta cing Anubis c6 dang am muu chuyén gi di nita, t6i van
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c6 thé chd cho cdu ta ty di ma gidi thich véi Sadie. Nhdy x6 vao giita tdn
tuong Sadie-Walt-Anubis nay nghe hao hitng nhw la tram minh vao chiéc
may xay thic an vay.

“Pugc thoi,” Sadie bdo. “Chung toi sé gdp lai 2 nguoi tai Sanh phan xét
tredc hoang hon dén nay. Nhu thé sé cho bon nay thoi gian hoan tat.”

“Hoan tat u?” t6i héi. “Va bon nay la ai vay?”

Dbé doc dugc nhitng nét biéu cam trén cai chau hoa mat twoi cwoi that khéng
dé, nhung sw ngdp ngirng cua Sadie méach bao cho t6i biét qua da réi. “Em
dau c6 con dang & Vung 1 nita,” toi doan. “Em dang lam gi thé?”

“Ti viéc vat thoi,” Sadie dap. “Em di tham Bes.”

T6i cau may. Sadie di tham Bes & nha dwdng ldo cua 6ng ta hau nhwr 1a moi
tuan, vay thi chang c6 gi, nhung sao phai la Itic nay? “Hit, em qua biét la
ching ta dang voi ma.”

“Chuyén nay can thiét lam,” Sadie cwong quyét. “Em c6 cai y nay co thé
gitp cho chung ta trong du 4n vé bong. Bing c6 cau. Zia dang di cung em,”

“Zia ha?” Lan nay dén lwot toi lam duyén lam dang. Néu 1a mot cai chau
hoa, han t6i da dwa tay 1én vuét toc roéi. “Pay la ly do vi sao hom nay Bast
dang trong chitng Ra day a? Chinh x4c la tai sao em vdi Zia lai -?”

“Thoi di dirng c6 lo nita,” Sadie nat. “Em sé cham nom can than chi ay cho.
Va khong c6 dau, Carter a, nay gio chi dy khong c6 néi nang gi vé anh hét.

Em chang biét chi &y cdm nhan thé nao vé anh nita.”

“Ha?” To6i nhitng mu6n dam Tiéu Sadie mdt cu vao gitta ban mat bang gom
cta con bé. “Anh dau cé néi gi nhw thé dau?”
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“Thoi di nao,” Sadie gat. “Em khong nghi chi ay quan tam anh mac thit gi
dau. Bay khong phai 1a m6t cudc hen ho. Chi lam on mot 1an trong doi xin
chdi rang gium cho.”

“Anh sé giét em day,” t6i bao.
“Em ciing yéu anh lam co, anh trai yéu dau. Chao day!”

Thit sinh vat chdu gém v& vun tan tanh, dé lai mot u manh v& cing mot cai
mdt bang dat sét do dang cuwdi cgt nhin 1én t6i.

Toi cung Walt di ra gap Bast bén ngoai phong t6i. Chiing toi tira minh trén
thanh lan can tréng xuéng Phong L.6n trong ltic than Ra di ra di vao ngoai
ban cong, v & hat may bai hat ru bang tiéng Ai Cap co dai.

Phia du6i kia, nhitng hoc vién v& long cta ching t6i dang chuan bi cho
ngay di hoc. Julian c6 chiéc xtc xich diém tam thoi ra khéi mom trong ldc
dang suc sao trong ba 16. Felix va Sean dang cai co vé chuyén dita nao danh
cap danh sach todn cua dita nao. Nhéc Shelby dang cam m6t nam may cay
chi mau ban tung toe tia Itta bdy sac cau vong dudi theo may nhoc cap-mat
ca khac.

T6i chwa ti'ng c6 mot gia dinh 16n, nhwng khi s6ng tai Nha Brooklyn thi t6i
lai cam thay nhw minh c6 ca ta anh chi em. Du la dién cuong that, nhung t6i
yéu thich noi nay... DBiéu nay khién cho quyét dinh cta t6i cang thém phan
kho khan.

Toi nbi cho Bast biét vé ké hoach dén tham Toa phan quyét ctia chiing toi.

“Ta khong thich tro nay,” c6 ta bao.
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Walt c6 pha lén cuwdi. “Thé con ké hoach nao ma c6 thich hon khong?”

Bast nghiéng nghiéng dau. “Tién day khi cau néi thé, thi khong. Ta khong
thich ké hoach. Ta la méo ma. Dau vay, néu chi mét nira nhitng diéu ta tirng
nghe vé Setne la sv that -”

“Chau hiéu,” toi dap. “Nhwng ddy la co may duy nhat cho ching ta.”

Bast nhan mdi. “Cac chau khong muo6n ta di cung a? C6 chac khong? C6 1é
ta c6 thé nho Nu hay Shu trong chirng Ra -”

“Khong,” tdi bdo. “Amos sé phdi can dugc gitp dd tai Vung 1. Chu ay
khong du lwc lwong dé chong lai cudc tan cong tir ca dam phap sw phan loan
lan Apophis.”

Bast gat gu. “Ta khong thé di vao Vung 1, nhung ta c6 thé di rdo rdo bén
ngoai. Néu Apophis xuat dau 16 dién, ta sé giao chién v&i han.”

“Han ta s€ cuc ky manh mé ddy.” Walt canh bao. “Cit moi gio han lai manh
hon 1én.”

Bast kién cwong nghéch cam 1én. “Truéc day ta titng danh nhau véi han tai
Walt Stone, ta biét rd han hon ai hét. Va lai, ta con ng diéu nay véi gia dinh
cta Carter ma. Va v@i than Ra nita.”

“Meéo con!” Ra xuat hién sau lung ching t6i, vuot vudt dau Bast r6i linh di.
“Meo, meo, meo!”

Nhin theo than Ra nhdy nhot ti tung, t6i nhitng muon gao toang 1én roi

quang quat moi thit. Chiing t6i da mao hiém du chuyén dé hoi sinh vi than
mat troi gia nua, hy vong rang ching t6i sé c6 dugc mot vi pharaoh siéu
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pham c6 thé doi dau véi Apophis. Thay vao dé ching téi lai dwge mot cha
lun nhan nheo hoéi dau dong kho.

Giao Ra cho ta, Apophis tirng thtic giuc. Ta biét mi ghét han.

Toi o gat diéu nay ra khoi 6c, nhung t6i khéng thé gat dwgc hinh anh hon
dao giita Bién Hon Mang - mot thién dwdng cida riéng toi noi nhitng nguoi
toi yéu mén sé dugc an toan. T6i biét day la chuyén lao toét. Apophis sé
khong bao gid thwe hién 10i hiva ay. Nhuwng khong hiéu vi sao Sarah Jacobi
va Kwai lai c6 thé bi du.

Vi lai, Apophis biét cach ra don tam ly. Qua thyc t6i bye boi than Ra vi
ong ta yéu 6t dén thé. Horus dong tinh véi toi.

Chung ta khéng can 6ng gia do hoi dy. Giong néi cda than chién tranh vang
1én trong dau t6i. Khong phdi ta n6i cau nén giao 6ng ay ra cho Apophis,
nhuwng ong ta that vo dung. Ching ta can bé 6ng ta qua mot bén dé ty minh
gianh 1ay ngoi thong Iinh céac than.

Ong ta 1am cho diéu nay nghe hap dan 1am sao - that 1a mot giai phap hién
hién.

Nhung khong, néu Apophis muon t6i giao ndp than Ra, thi than Ra han
phai c6 gia tri nhu thé nao day. Vi than mat troi van con mot vai tro. Toi
phai nghi cho ra vai tro ay la gi.

“Carter?” Bast cau may. “Ta biét chau lo lang cho ta, nhung b6 me chau da
cttu mang ta ra khoéi dia nguc la c6 1y do. Me chau da trong thay truéc rang
ta sé tao nén diéu khac biét trong tran chién cudi cung. Ta sé chién dau véi
Apophis cho dén chét néu diéu do la can thiét. Han sé khong vuot qua dugc
ta dau.”
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T6i ngap ngirng. Bast da gitip d& chiing t6i qua nhiéu r6i. Co ay sém chuit
da bi tiéu diét khi danh nhau vé&i than ca sdu Sobek. Co chiéu du 6ng ban
Bes ctia minh dé gitp cho chiing t6i chitng kién ong ta bi bién thanh mot ké
do dan mat tri. Co da gitip ching t6i hoi phuc ngwdi thay xwa, 1a than Ra,
mang Ong ta dén thé gidi dé roi gio day phai bi ket trong nom cho 6ng ay.
T6i khong mu6n lai yéu cau c6 déi mat véi Apophis, nhung Bast néi phai.
Co ta hiéu ké thu hon bat ky ai - c6 1é ngoai trir than Ra, khi 6ng ta con
sang suot.

“Thoi dugce,” toi noéi. “Nhung Amos sé can dén nhiéu trg gitp ngoai co ra
day, Bast a. Chu dy sé can dén cac phap su.”

Walt cau may. “Con ai ch? Sau tham hoa tai Dallas, chiing ta chang con lai
bao nhiéu ban hitu nita dau. Chuing ta cé thé lién lac Sao Paolo va
Vancouver - ho van con vé phe ching ta - nhung ho sé khong thé gianh ra
nhiéu ngwoi cho ching ta dau. Ho sé phai lo dén viéc bdo vé quan khu cta
ho nita.”

To6i lac dau. “Amos can dén nhitng phap sw biét con dwong cta cac than.
Chu dy can ching ta. Tat ca chung ta.”

Walt cam ling tiép nhan thong tin ndy. “Y cau 13, roi bé Nha Brooklyn.”

Bén dudi ching t6i, dam cap-mat-ca ré 1én vui vé vi Shelby c6 cham m&
chi mau tée Itra vao chiing. Khufu ngoi bén 10 swdi an Cheerious, quan sat
cau bé 10 tudi Tucker doi banh béng 16 vao twgng than Thoth. Jaz dang dan
bang ca nhan lén tran Alyssa. (Chac chan la c6 nay vira bi con Thermos
phan phiic caa Sadie tan cong, Thermos van con dang song dau day.) Giita
bao bon bé nay, Cleo van dang ngoi trén ghé sofa, chii mui vao mot quyén
sach.
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Nha Brooklyn la ngoi nha that sy dau tién ma bon nho tirng biét dén. Ching
toi da hira bao vé cho nha dugc an toan va day cho bon nhé cach st dung
phap lyc cta ching. Gid thi t6i sap stta dwa ching vao trong mot tran chién
nguy hiém nhét tran doi ma khéng duwgc chuan bi gi.

“Carter,” Bast néi, “bon nho chwa san sang.”

“Chung phai san sang thoi,” t6i n6i. “Néu nhw Vung Mot that thu, thi moi
chuyén sé chdm hét. Apophis sé tan cong ching ta tai Ai Cap, ngay chinh
gitta ngon nguon sttc manh cua chiing ta. Ching ta can phai cung sat canh
voi Dai Phap Su.”

“MOot tran chién cudi cung.” Walt buon ba nhin xuéng Phong Lén, c6 1&
dang thac mac liéu cdu ta c6 chét trwde khi tran chién ay xay ra hay khong.
“Chung ta nén bao tin nay cho nhitng nguoi khac cha?”

“Chura dau,” t6i néi. “Tran tdn cong vao viung mot cia dam phap su phan
loan dén ngay mai md&i xdy ra. Hay dé cho bon nhé con dugc mot ngay cudi
di hoc. Bast nay, chiéu nay khi chiing vé nha, chdu muén c6 dan ching dén
Ai Cap. Dung dén Freak, dén bat ctt phap thuat nao ma c6 phai dung. Néu &
duwdi Pia nguc ma moi chuyén suon sé, Sadie cung chau sé nhap hoi vdi
moi ngwoi tredc vu tan cong.”

“Néu moi chuyén sudn sé,” Bast coc 16c. “Phai roi, chuyén nay xdy ra
thwong lam day.”

Co ta liéc sang vi than mat troi, 6ng ta dang c6 sttc an cho dwgc tay nam
ctra phong cua Sadie. “Con than Ra thi sao? Néu 2 ngay nita Apophis tan

cong thi...”

“Than Ra sé phai tiép tuc chuyén hanh trinh dém ctia minh,” t6i dap. “DBay
la 1 phan cia Ma’at. Chung ta khong thé lam ddo 16n chuyén nay. Nhung
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vao budi sang ngdy thu phan 6ng 4y sé can phai c6 mit tai Ai Cap. Ong dy
phai doi mat véi Apophis.”

“Nhu thé nao?” Bast khoa tay vé phia 6ng than gia. “Trong cai kho ay a?”

“Chau hiéu,” t6i thtra nhan. “Nghe dién ro that. Nhung Apophis van con
nghi than Ra la phan thuwdng xitng dang. Cé 1é viéc doi mat véi Apophis
trong tran chién sé nhac cho than Ra nhd ra minh la ai. Biét dau ong ay la
viron minh Ién thach thitc va trd thanh... thit 6ng ay da tirng la vay.”

Walt va Bast khong tra 10i gi. To6i cé thé can ¢t vao vé mat cta hai nguoi dé
biét rang ho khong tin vao chuyén nay. Ca t6i cling khong. Than Ra dang
gdm gam tay nam ctta phong Sadie v6i mot vé man rg, nhung t6i khong
nghi rang 6ng nay sé dugc tich sy gi khi d6i mat véi Chia Té cia Sy Hon
Mang.

Dau vay, c6 duwgc mot ké hoach hanh dong van mang dén cam giac yén
long. Nhu thé con dd hon 1a chi ditng i ra ddy, gam nham sy v6 vong cta
tinh trang chung toi.

“Hay dung ngay hom nay dé sap xép,” t6i bao bast. “Thu gom hét nhitng vii
khi, bua ho mang va cudn van ty gia tri nhat - bat ct thir gi ching ta c6 thé
dung dé giup cho Vung 1. Bdo cho Amos biét 1a moi nguwdi sé dén. Walt va

chau s& di xudng Am phu dé gip Sadie. Ching chau hen gip c6 tai Cairo.”

Bast biu moi. “Pwgc r6i, Carter a. Nhung hay can than v6i Setne day. Chau
nghi han ta xau xa dén mitc nao nao? Han ta t6i hon thé gap 10 lan co.”

“Nay, chiing ta da danh bai 4c than réi co ma,” t6i nhac nhé Bast.

Bast 14c dau. “Set 1a than. Ong ta khong thay déi. Ngay ca véi than Hon
Mang, chau ciing c6 thé tién liéu dugc han sé hanh dong thé nao. Mat khac.
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Vi Setne thi... hdn s@ hitu ca quyén lyc lan tinh bat 6n dinh cia con nguai.
burng tin han. Hita véi ta di.”

“De thoi ma,” toi bao. “Chau hira.”
Walt khoanh hai tay lai. “Vay ching ta sé xuéng Pia nguc bang cach nao
day? Cac cong dich chuyén déu khong dang tin cdy. Chiing ta sé dé Freak

lai day, con con thuyén thi da bi tiéu hay -”

“Chau con 1 con thuyén khdc trong tri day,” tdi vira ndi vira co tin rang day
la mot y twong hay. “Chau sé triéu goi mot nguoi ban cii vay.”
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9. ZIA GIAI TAN MOT TRAN CHIEN DUNG

NHAM

TOI PA TRO THANH MOT CHUYEN GIA di thim nha duéng 1o cho
cac than — qua la mot cau tuyén b6 buén tham cho doi toi.

Lan dau tién t6i va Carter tim dwgc dwong dén ddy, ching t6i da du hanh
qua Dong Song Bém, nhao xudng dong thac ritng ruc Itta va sém chut mat
mang trong ho dung nham. Ké tir day, t6i phat hién rang minh c6 thé don
gian chi can goi Isis chd t6i di, vi ba ta c6 thé mé& dwoc nhitng 16i civa di dén
nhiéu dia diém trong C&i Am. That tinh ddy, mic du viéc qua lai v&i Isis
cling phién toai gan nhu la viéc boi qua Itta vay.

Sau cudc tro chuyén giita shabti cua toi cung Carter, t6i di dén cho Zia trén
moém da voi cheo leo nhin xuéng dong song Nile. O Ai Cap da 1a chinh ngo.
T6i mat nhiéu thoi gian dé vugt qua con choang qua cong hon minh twdng.
Sau khi thay sang quan do hgp ly hon, t6i da dung loang bita trwa r6i thém
mot cudc tro chuyén chién thuat nita cung bac Amos sau trong long Hang
Lang Thoi Pai. Ro6i toi cung Zia leo ngwoc 1én mat dat. Gio ching toi dang
ding tai ngbi dién tho Isis d6 nat bén dong séng phia nam Cairo. Pay la noi
thich hgp dé triéu goi nit than, nhung chiing t6i khéng con nhiéu thoi gian.
Zia van con mdc bd quan 4o danh tran — quan ran ri nguy trang vdi ao
khoadc mau 6 liu. Chiéc tii dwgc cd6 mang trén lung con cai gdy phép duoc
deo & that lvng. C6 luc loi ti kiém tra moi thit 1an cudi.

“Carter da noi gi vay?” Co hoi.

[Dung day anh trai yéu dau. Em da di xa khoi tam nghe ngéng trudc khi em
lién lac anh nén Zia khong nghe thay 16i chong gheo nao. Thyc tinh ma noi,
em dau phdi xau xa dén thé dau.]

Toi ké cho c6 dy nghe nhitng gi ching t6i ban bac nhung thyc tinh toi
khong c6 bung da dau ma chia sé tinh canh linh hon me t6i dang trong vong
nguy hiém nhu thé nao. D7 nhién t6i biét dai khai tinh hinh nho néi chuyén
v6i Anubis, nhung biét dwgc rang linh hon ctia me co ro dau dé dwdi mot
moém dé ¢ Cdi Am, vira chong choi lai sitc hit cia béng con rin — chi ngan
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ay thong tin thoi da nhw mdot vién dan ghim vao nguc téi. Néu nhw t6i co6
gang cham vao no, t6i e rang no sé di thang vao tim t6i va giét toi chét mat.
Toi gidi thich vé nguwdi ban ma x4u xa cda t6i, chi Vinnie, va cach ching
toi dinh nai xin sy giup do cua ga.

Zia trong kinh tém ra mat. “Setne ha? Nhu tén huyén thoai Setne dy a?
Carter c6 biét khong la--?”

“Co.”

“Va than Thoth ggi y diéu nay?”

«(y.»

“Va hai nguai thue sw dinh lam thé?”

“Phai.”

Co ay nhin cham cham xudéng dong song Nile. C6 1& c¢6 ay dang nghi vé
ngoi lang ctia minh, von toa lac bén bd ctia dong sdng nay cho dén khi n6 bi
hay diét bdi cac ngudn lwc ctia Apophis. Hay co6 dang hinh dung toan bo
qué huwong lang x6m cta minh dang sup d6 tirng mang xudng Bién Hon
Mang.

T6i hy vong ¢6 ay sé noi vdi toi rang ké hoach cta ching t6i qua dién ro.
Toi nghi c6 ay sé bd mac t6i ddy ma quay trd lai Khu vire mot.

Nhuwng t6i lai tin rang c6 dy da phai quen véi nha Kane — c0 nang t6i
nghiép. K€ tir bay gio 6 ay bat budc phai biét rang tat ca nhitng ké hoach
cta chung t6i déu dién ro.

“Pugc théi,” c6 noéi. “Lam cach nao chiing ta dén dugc cdi... nha dudng lao
cho cac than thé?”

“Poi mot chut.” T6i nham mat lai va tap trung.

Yoo- hoo, Isis ¢i? T6i nghi. C6 ai ¢ nha khong?

Sadie, nit than tra 10i ngay ttc thi.

Trong tam tri t6i, nit than xuat hién trong dang dap vuwong gia vGi bim toc
den. Chiéc 4o ba ta mac trang nhe nhw to. D6i canh tda sang lung linh nhw
anh mat troi chiéu gon lan tan qua lan nwéc trong vat.

T6i chi muén dap cho ba ta mot phat.
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A 4, t6i néi. Phai ching ngudi ban than cia t6i da quyét dinh ai 1a ngudi toi
c6 thé va khong thé hen ho day sao.

N than con dam té vé ngac nhién. Co dang n6i dén Anubis a?

Thoi dugc, cit thit xem! L€ ra t6i nén ngirng ngang day bdi vi toi can sy
gitup do cua Isis. Nhwng nhin thay ba ta hién 1én vGi vé 16ng lay va quyén
quy khién t6i n6i dién hon bao gio hét. Ba ta ldy dau ra tu tin 1am thé ha?
Lén lit sau lwng t6i, van dong dé khién Anubis bi ngan cach véi t6i. Vi sao
ddy lai la chuyén ctia ba méi dugc?

That ngac nhién la Isis giit duwgc binh tinh. Sadie, c6 nhitng diéu c6 khong
hiéu dau. Cé nhirng luat 1é day.

Luat 1é a? T6i hoi gang lai. Thé gidi thi sap bi hay diét, con ba thi lo dén
viéc anh chang nao kha di hen ho dugc véi toi sao?

Isis chum may dau ngoén tay vao véi nhau. Hai van dé nay lién quan véi
nhau nhiéu hon c6 twéng day. Nhitng truyén thong Ma’at phdi duwgc tuan
tha, bang khong Hon Mang sé chién thang. Than linh va ngwoi thuwong chi
c6 thé twong tac nhau qua nhitng hinh thitc gidi han cu thé. Ngoai ra, c6
khong thé bi xao lang. Ta dang lam on cho c6 th6i ma.

On &! T6i n6i. Néu nhw ba thwe s muén ra on véi toi, ching t6i can 16i di
dén Nha Béng dén thi tw — Nha an nghi. Canh dong ngdp nang, hay bat ct
tén gi ma ba muon goi. Sau dd, ba cé thé bién khoi cudc song riéng cta toi!
Co 1€ t6i da cw xit tho 10, nhwng nit than Isis dd vwegt khoi gidgi han. Hon
nita, tai sao toi phdi cu x& chitng myc véi mot nit than da tirng trd ngu trong
dau toi truedc ki chir? Isis 1€ ra da phai hiéu t6i ré hon!

N than thé dai. Sadie, gan giii vdi cac than la nguy hiém. Viéc d6 phai
dugc diéu tiét hét sitc can trong. Co hiéu diéu nay ma. Chu cta c6 van dang
ganh chiu hau qua tw sau trai nghiém vdi Set do thoi. Va tham chi ban Zia
cta co cling dang chat vat kia.

Y ba 14 sao? Téi hai.

Néu nhw c¢6 nhap vao vdi ta, co at sé hiéu, Isis hita hen. Pau 6c co sé sang
ra. DBa dén lic ching ta phai doan két va phoi hgp sitc manh.
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Thé day: gid tro nga gia day. Moi lan t6i goi dén Isis, ba ta luon c6 du do t6i
nhap vao ba ta nhu trudc kia ching toi tirng lam — nguwdi va than cung cw
ngu trén mot than xac, hanh dong theo mét y chi. Lan nao t6i cling thang
thirng tir choi.

A, t6i danh liéu, gan giii v6i cac than la nguy hiém, nhuwng ba thi van nén
néng muon két hgp vadi t6i. Toi 1ay lam mirng vi ba van con quan tam dén
Sy’ an toan cua toi qua.

Nt than Isis nheo nheo mat. Hoan cdnh cta ching ta khac Sadie. C6 can
st’c manh cua ta.

Puwong nhién viéc nay day cam do lam. C6 dugc sitc manh toan phan cua
mot nit than trong tay minh qua la chuyén phan khich. La Con Mat cta Isis,
toi sé cam thay tu tin, quyét tdm, hoan toan khéng sg chut sg hai. Ngudi ta
c6 thé dam nghién mot sitc manh nhuw thé - van dé la & cho do.

Isis c6 thé 1a mot ngwdi ban tot day, nhwng toan tinh cta ba ta khong phai
lic nao ciing tot cho thé gidi con nguwdi — hay cho Sadie Kane.

Ba ta bj diéu khién béi long trung thanh v@i con trai Horus. Ba ta c6 thé tat
cd moi thit dé thay con trai minh trén ngai vang thong tri cac than. Ba ta
tham vong, thu han, khat khao quyén lyc va ganh ty véi bat cit ai cé thé co
nhiéu phép thuat hon minh.

Ba ta cho rang dau 6c t6i sé sang sudt hon néu ba ta nhap vao. Nhitng gi ba
ta thyc muon chi 1a t6i sé bat dau nhin moi thit bang cai nhin moi th chi
cai nhin cta ba ta. Sé khé khan hon dé tach suy nghi cua t6i khoi suy nghi
cta ba ay. Toi c6 thé tham chi sé tin rang ba ta da ding khi khong dé cho toi
va Anubis gan nhau. (Y tuéng dién ro)

That dang tiéc l1a nit than Isis lai c6 ly trong viéc hgp strc nay. Khong sém
thi muodn ching toi bat budc phdi lam théi. Khong con cach nao khac dé toi
c6 duogc sttc manh doi dau vdéi Apophis.

Nhung bay gio van chwa phai ltic. T6i mu6n giit minh la Sadie Kane cang
lau cang tot — phan t6i tuyét voi cia minh ma khong cé bat ct bong dang
thanh than nao qua giang vao ca.
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Sé sém thoi, tdi bdo Isis, toi con nhitng viéc can phai lam trudc. Toi can
phai chac chan rang nhitng quyét dinh minh dwa ra la cia minh. Nao, vé
viéc 16i vao Nha an nghi...

N than Isis qua la tai tinh thé hién dang diéu dau kho va khong tan dong
cung mot lic, diéu nay han khién ba ta tré thanh mot ba me khéng thé chiu
dwgc. Toi gan nhu thay thuong cho Horus.

Sadie Kane, ba ta n6i, c6 la con ngwoi ma ta rat quy, la phap suv dugc ta
chon. Nhung ¢6 van khong tin twéng ta.

Toi khéng buon cai lai vdi ba ta. Isis duw biét toi nghi thé nao.

N than dang tay v6i vé cam chju. Tot lam. Nhung duwong 16i cta cac than
la cau trd 16i duy nhat. Cho nhitng nguwdi nha Kane, va cho cd nguoi kia
nita. Ba ta hat dau vé phia Zia. C6 can phai huwéng dan c6 ta, Sadie. Co ta
can phai hoc cach thitc mét cach that nhanh.

Y ba 1a sao? T6i lai héi. T6i thuc sy ciu mong ba ta c6 thé thdi ngay cai
kiéu no6i nang danh dé6 ay di. Cac than that phién toai vai cai kiéu ip mé dé.
Zia la mot tay phap su day dan hon t6i. T6i khong biét lam thé nao dé cé
thé chi dan dwoc c6 ay. Vi lai, Zia 1a mot phap su st dung ltvra. Co ay phai
chiu dyng nhitng ngwdi nha Kanes chiing t6i, nhung c6 ay chwa hé té ra cé
chit mdy may hitng thd nao vé dwong 16i ciia cac than.

Chtic may man, Isis noi, ta sé cho su triéu goi cua co.

Hinh 4nh cta nit than khé lay dong roi dan tan bién. Khi t6i m& mat ra, mot
béng t6i vudng virc hinh dang nhw mot 6 ctra lo Iirng trén khong.

“Sadie a?” Zia héi, “Em c¥ im lang ca budi lam chi lo qua”.

“Khong can dau” t6i gwong cuwdi. “Nit than Isis chi muon néi chuyén thoi
ma. Cho dirng ké tiép la Nha Bong dém thit tw.”

To6i sé thanh that. T6i chwa bao gio thuc sy hiéu dwgc sy khac biét gitta
nhitng cai cong cat xody ma nhitng phap su c6 thé triéu goi tir cac co vat va
nhitng canh ctra bong t6i ma cac than cé thé goi xuat hién. Co 1é cac than
dung mot hé thong két ndi khong day hién dai hon. Hay don gian la ho
nham dich tot hon.
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Du la ly do gi di nita thi cai cong dich chuyén ctua nit than Isis van dang tin
cdy hon cai ma t6i da dung dé dén Cairo. Cai cong dé dat chiung tdi ngay
trong hanh lang ctia Canh dong ngap nang.

Ngay vira lic ching t6i budc qua, Zia da lwét nhin quanh quat va nhiu may.
“Moi nguoi dau hét r6i?”

Cau hoi that dung lic. Ching t6i da dén dung nha dudng lao cho cac than —
cling nhitng cay xanh trong chau, cling hanh lang réng 16n véi nhitng ctra so
nhin xuéng H6 Lita, cling nhitng hang c6t bang da voi dan day nhitng cau
khau hiéu cta cac bac tién boi vui tinh va nhithg chdm ngon dai loai nhu:
Thé ky vang cta ban la day!

Nhuwng phong tryc y ta thi khéng mot bong ngwoi. Mdy cay truyén dich tim
tum trong mdt goc nhuw ching dang c6 hoi nghi. Nhitng day ghé sofa trong
rong. Trén ban ca phé virong vai nhitng ban ¢ dam dang choi dé. Hirm, t6i
ghét cai tro co dam.

T6i nhin cham cham vao mot chiéc xe lan trong khong, tw hoi khong biét
nguwoi ngobi trén xe gio da & noi nao, thi bong nhién chiéc xe boc chay thanh
ngon, sup xuéng thanh mot dong da 16n chay thanh than va khung thép chay
qua ntra.

T6i suyt ngd ngita. Bang sau t6i, Zia cam mot qua cau lia trang chay ring
ruc trong tay. D6i mat cd hoang dai nhw mét con tha bi don vao chan twong.
“Chi dién a?” Toi hét 1én. “Chi lam gi - ?”

Co 16t tiép qua cau Iira tht hai vao phong truc y td. Mot cai lo day hoa ctc
v0 tan tanh tron con mua cta nhitng canh hoa roi 1 ta va nhitng manh gém
vun.

“Zial”

Co vé cb ay khong nghe thdy t6i. C6 chuan bj tiép mot qua cau ltra khac
nham vao may cai sofa.

Lé ra toi nén chay kiém cho ndp. T6i chwa san sang chét chi dé cttu mé do
trang tri not that boc vai. Thay vi chay di, t6i lao vao chop dwgc cb tay co
ay. “Zia, ding lai di!”
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Co0 ay trirng mat nhin t6i v6i doi mat tée Itva — to6i mudn noéi ding theo nghia
den dy. Hai trong mat c6 da trd thanh hai dia Itra mau cam.

biéu nay that khing khiép, dwong nhién, t6i van khéng hé sg hai. Ca nam
qua t6i da quen dan quen vd&i nhitng diéu bat ngo - nao la chuyén con méo
cta t6i la nit than, anh trai t6i bi bién thanh chim wng, va Felix c&t mot tuan
vai lan dem chim canh cut vao khu 10 sudi.

“Zia”, toi gan giong. “Chung ta khéng thé dot nha dwdng lao duge. Chi bi
cai gi nhap vao vay?”

C6 chut béi réi thoang qua trén giwwong mat. Co nang théi vung vay. Do6i mat
o trd lai binh thuong.

Co nhin cham cham vao chiéc xe lan chdy rui, r6i nhitng gi con sot lai cta
bé hoa trén tdm tham. “T6i da -?”

“Quyét dinh m@ ctc kia can phdi chét dy a?” Toi n6i ludon. “Vang, chi da
lam thé day”.

Zia dap tat qua cau Itta cia minh, cling may vi n6 sap tap vao mat téi. “Chi
xin 16i”, ¢6 néi li nhi. “Chi - chi nghi minh kiém soat dwgc...”.

“Kiém soat dugc w?” téi budng tay c6 ay ra. “Chi muoén néi la dao gan day
chi c* ném vu vo ca dong cau Itra ha?”

Zia trong van con ban than, anh mat do xét quanh sanh.

Kh-6ng... c6 Ié. Chi da bi ngat di. Khi tinh lai, chi kh6ng nhé minh da lam
gi nira”

“Giong nhu bay gio sao?”

Co gat dau. “Amos noi... dau tién ong ay nghi c6 1€ day la tdc dung phu tw
thoi gian nhot trong mo do.”

Ah, thi ra la ng6i mo. Nhiéu thang rong, Zia bi bat nhot trong mét ngéi mo
bang da am wdt trong khi shabti ctia c6 lon ton khap noi gid lam c6. Pai
phap sw Iskandar cho rang lam thé sé bao vé dwgc Zia thyc — khoi Set
chang? Hay Apophis? Ching t6i van chwa biét rd. Du thé nao di nita, t6i
khong thdy day la mot y twdng thong minh cia mot phap sw duwgc cho la bac
thay véi hai ngan nam tu luyén c6 thé nghi ra. Trong nhitng giac ngu cta
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minh, Zia lu6én gap nhitng con &c méng khung khiép vé ngoi lang dang boc
chdy ctia minh va canh Apophis huy diét thé gidi. Toi doan rang diéu nay
c6 thé dan dén nhitng tién chan dong gay cang thang tam ly xau.

“Chi n6i chu Amos da nghi dén diéu d6 truéc nhat,” toi lap lai. “Thé thi con
chuyén gi nita phai khong?”

Zia nhin chdm chdm vao chiéc xe lan chdy rui. Anh sang bén ngoai roi vao
lam téc ctia c6 anh 1én mau dong gi.

“Ong ay da ¢ day,” c6 tham thi. “Ong 4y da & day trong bao nhiéu 1a thoi
gian, bi mac bay.”

T6i ngan nguwdi mot lic dé hiéu ra diéu dé. “Co mudn ndi tdi than Ra?”
“Ong dy that khén khé va c6 doc,” ¢6 néi. “Ong &y bi phé trudt khoi ngai
vang. Ong ay da roi khoi thé gidi con ngudi va khong con ham séng nita.”
T6i nhay ra khéi dam ctic dang chat am y trén tham. “Em khong biét, Zia a.
Ong ta trong rat hanh phiic khi chiing ta danh thic 6ng ay ddy, ca hat luén
miéng, curoi toe toét va lam du tro ma.”

“Khong.” Zia di vé huéng ctra s6, nhu thé bi canh da lvu huynh dang yéu
kia thu hut. “Tri 6c cta 6ng ay van dang ngu yén. Chi da trai qua thoi gian
cung ong ta, Sadie a. Chi quan sat vé mat cdAm xuc cta ong ta khi ong ay
ngu. chi da nghe thidy ong ay thut thit va n6i lam bam. Cai than thé gia nua
kia la cai long, 1a tt nguc. Than Ra thyc sy dang bi nhot bén trong.”

Bay gio Zia bat dau lam t6i lo lang day. Toi c6 thé gidi quyét dugc vu may
trai cau ltra. Con cai vu n6i lam nhadm nay thi t6i — khong chac lam.

“Em cho rang chi dong cam véi Ra ciing dé hiéu thoi.” T6i noi liéu.

“Chi la ngudi st dung Itta. Con 6ng ta la mot kiéu than rye Itva. Chi bi nhot
trong ng6i mod kia. Than Ra thi bi nhot trong nha duwong lao. Co 1€ d6 chinh
la diéu da khién chi bi mat tri nh¢ nhw vira r6i. Cho nay khién chi nhé lai sy
giam cam cda chinh minh.”

bung thé - Sadie Kane, nha tam ly hoc tap su. Tai sao khong chit? T6i da
bé ra khoi thoi gian dé chan bénh cho hai dia ban khung Liz va Emma ho
con & London roi.
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Zia nhin cham cham ra phia cai ho nwéc dang boc chay. T6i c6 cam giac no
lye thye hién liéu phap ctia minh khong dat dwgc két qua mong mudn.
“Amos c6 gitip d& chi”, c6 néi. “Ong ay biét chj da trai qua chuyén gi. Ong
ay doc than chu dé bat suy nghi caa chi, nhung...” Co lac dau. “Sy viéc
cang tré nén t6i té. Pay la ngay dau tién trong mdy tuan qua chi khong
cham lo cho than Ra, va cang danh nhiéu thoi gian véi 6ng ta, suy nghi cta
chi cang réi tung r6i mu 1én. Khi chi goi Itta nhw vira roi, chi gap rac réi la
khong kiém soat dwgc né. Tham chi nhitng cau than chi don gian chi da la
dugce lau nay — chi da diéu chuyén qua nhiéu nang lwgng. Néu diéu xdy ra
khi dang di thiép...”

To6i da hiéu vi sao c6 nghe that sg hai. Cac phap sw phdi can than véi nhitng
cau than chi. Néu ching t6i diéu chuyén qua nhiéu nang lwgng, vo hinh
chung ching t6i sé can kiét nguon luc du trit cia minh. Cau than chu sau cé
thé sé nhap truc tiép vao sinh lyc ctia phap s d6 — vdi nhitng hé qua chang
vui vé gi.

Nguwoi can phai hwéng dan co ay, Isis bao t6i thé. Co ay can phai hoc cach
thitc mot cach that nhanh.

C6 mot suy nghi khé chiu bat dau xuat hién. T6i van con nhé vé vui mirng
cta than Ra khi lan dau tién gdp Zia, cai cach 6ng c6 gang tang cho c6 phan
con lai ctia bo hung cuéi cling ctia minh. Ong cit néi bi bd suét vé con ngya
van... c6 y am chi Zia. Va bay gio Zia bat dau c6 y dong cam véi vi than
gia nua, tham chi c6 gang dot trui nha dwdng lao noi 6ng bi giam giit trong
sudt ca thoi gian dai.

biéu d6 chang hay ho chit nao. Nhung lam thé nao t6i cé thé khuyén bao
c6 ay khi ma t6i chang biét at giap gi vé chuyén gi dang xdy ra chi?

Nhitng 10i canh bao cua Isis ¢t vang vang trong dau t6i: dwong 16i ctia cac
vi than la cau trd 10i cho tit ca nhitng ngudi nha Kane. Zia thi dang gap kho
khan. Chi Amos von van bi anh hwéng bai khoang thoi gian vai Set.
“Zia...”. T6i ngan ngtt. Chi néi chiu Amos biét chi dang trai qua nhitng gi.
D6 c6 phdi 1a ly do vi sao chu dy bao Bast trong chitng Ra hom nay? Bé
cho chi c6 thai gian tranh xa vi than mat trgi?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chi - chi cho la vay.”

Toi c6 gang thd déu. Poan hoi tiép mot cau hoi kho hon: “Trong phong
chién tranh, chid Amos néi c6 1é chu dy sé dung cach khac dé chién dau vai
ké thu. Chu dy chwa... um, chu ay chwa bao gid gap rac roi véi Set ding
khong?”

Zia khong nhin vao mat t6i. “Sadie, chi da hita vGi ong dy —

“Qi, troi dat thanh than Ai Cap 6i! Chd dy dang triéu goi Set ha? Cé diéu
chuyén nang lwgng cta ga, sau nhitng gi Set cling da lam vé6i chd v? Lam
on di, deng ma.”

Co ay khong tra 16i t6i, nhw thé da la cau tra 161 roi.

“Chu ay sé bi chon vui mat!” Toi rén ri. “Néu dam phap suw noi loan phat
hién ra Dai Phap Suv dang co6 lién quan véi ac than, nhw ching nghi ngo thoi

(13

“Set khong phai chi la ac than,” Zia nhac nhd t6i. “Ga la canh tay phdi cta
than Ra. Ga bdo vé than mat troi chong lai Apophis.”

“Chi nghi diéu d6 lam moi viéc t6t hon sao?” To6i lac dau hoai nghi. “Va
bay gio Amos nghi rang chi dang gap rac roi véi than Ra ding khong? Chu
ay co6 nghi rang Ra dang cd...” Toi chi vao dau Zia.

“Sadie, lam on...” Giong co6 lac dan trong kho sé.

T6i thay minh hoi bat cong khi ép c6 thé nay. Trong c6 con hodng loan hon
ca toi nitta la.

Du vay, toi van ghét cai y nghi la Zia dang bi mat phwong hwéng ngay sat
treedc tran chién cudi cung cua chuing t6i — thiép di, ném nhitng qua cau ltra
ngau nhién, mat kiém soat sitfc manh ctia chinh minh. T€é hai hon ntta la kha
nang chi Amos c6 nhitng moi lién hé nao d6 vdi Set — rang cha ay co6 thé
that sw da chon cho vi than kinh khting kia quay tré lai & trong dau minh.
Lu6ng suy nghi that rudt toi lai nhw tyets — hinh twgn cta Isis.

Toi hinh dung ké cuu thu Michel Desjardins dang cau cd. Nevoyez — vous
pas3, Sadie Kane? DAy la nhitng gi dem lai tir dwong 16i ciia cac vi than.
Dbay la ly do vi sao ma phép thuat bi cam doan.
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Toi da chan vao cai khung bi chay rui cia chiéc xe lan. Mot cai banh xe
cong queo lung lay kéu cot két.

“Chung ta can phdi ban vé chuyén dé,” téi quyét dinh. “Ching ta khong con
nhiéu thoi gian dau. Bay gio... cac bac trwdng ldo gia ca di dau hét roi
nhi?”

Zia chi vé huéng ctra s6. “Kia kia,” c6 n6i mot cach binh tinh. “Moi nguoi
dang c6 mot ngay di bién.”

Chung t6i di xudng bai bién cat den canh H6 Lira. Noi ddy khong thé nao la
diém du lich wa chudong nhat cta tdi, nhung cac vi than gia cd dang nam
won ra trén nhitng chiéc ghé xép dwdi nhitng chiéc du mau twoi réi. Mot s
khéac thi nam ngdy kho kho trén nhitng chiéc khan tam bién hodc ngoi trén
xe lan va nhin cham cham vao canh bién s6i sung suc.

Mot nit than dau chim nhan nheo van d6 tam nang mot manh dang xay Kim
Ty Thap bang cat. Hai 6ng gia — t6i doan ho la than Itta — dang ding dudi
16p s6ng sang ruc sau tdi that lung, dang cuwdi va tée dung nham vao mat
nhau.

Tawaret, ngwoi ho ly twoi cudi khi trong thay ching toi.

“Sadie!” c6 goi. “Tuan nay c6 dén s6m day! Va c6 da dan ca ban theo nita
ca.”

Binh thuwong thi, t6i sé khong dé yén cho mot con ha ma cai cudi toe nhao
t6i Om toi, nhung toi da quen v6i Tawaret.

Co da thay doi giay cao got cia minh bang doi dép kep. Con lai thi c6 van
mdc dong phuc y td mau trang nhv moi khi. Mascara va son mdi cta c6
duwoc ké mot cach kha trang nha, theo cach cua ha ma, va mai téc den bu xu
ctia c6 dugce cot gon duwdi chiéc nén y ta. Cai do choang 6m chat citng cta
c6 lam 10 ra cai bung m& mang — c6 thé la dau hiéu mang bau sudt doi, vi
c6 la nit than sinh san, hay c6 1é do an qua nhiéu banh nwéng. Téi chwa bao
gio dam chac vé diéu nay.

Co ay 6m toi nhung khong hé bép nat t6i lam tdi cam kich vé cung. Mui
nuwéc hoa tir dinh hwong cta ¢6 ggi cho t6i nhd dén ba ngoai, con thoang
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lru huynh trén quan 4o c6 ay goi t6i nhd vé 6ng ngoai.

“Tawaret,” toi noi, “day la Zia Rashid.”

Nu cudi Tawaret nhat di. “O... O, tdi biét roi."

T6i chwa bao gio thay nit than ha ma mat ty nhién nhuv thé nay. Co6 ay co
doan dugc Zia da dot chay rui xe lan va dam hoa ctic cia c6 dy khong nhi?
Thay sy im lang tré nén guong gao, Tawaret twoi cudi trd lai. "Xin 10i,
vang. Xin chao, Zia. Chi la trong c6 ay giong... théi, khong sao! Co cling la
ban ctia Bes a?"

"0, khong hin," Zia thira nhan. "Y t6i 13, t6i cho 1a thé, nhung —"

"Chuing t6i ¢ day dé thwc hién mot sit ménh," toi néi. "Moi thit & trén thé
gidi trén kia dang trén da bi huy diét."

T6i ké cho Tawaret nghe vé cac phap suw noéi loan, vé cac muwu do tdn cong
cta Apophis, va ké hoach dién r6 ctia chiing t6i di tim béng ran ma dam cho
né chét.

Tawaret dan nhitng ban tay ha ma cia minh vao nhau. "Tr0i oi. Tan thé
ngay mai ha? T6i thit Sau dinh t6 chitc choi Bingo. Cac cuc cung toi nghiép
cta toi chac that vong lam day..."

Co liéc xubng bién nhin cac cia ng gia cad ciia minh, vai nguoi thi dang ngun
chdy ca dai, so khac thi dang an cat den hay dang c6 no6i chuyén véi dung
nham nui Ia.

Tawaret thé dai. "T6i cho rang t6t hon 1a khong néi gi véi ho. Ho da ¢ day
hang thién nién ky, da bi thé gidi nguwdi quén lang. Bay gio ho phai bi diét
vong v6i moi nguwoi khac. Ho khong dang nhan lanh mot s6 phan nhw thé."
T6i muon nhac nhé co6 ay rang khong ai dang nhan lanh mot s6 phan nhw
thé cd - khong phai ban be t6i, khong phai gia dinh tdi va lai cang khong
phai c6 gai tré xuat chiing c6 tén Sadie Kane, nguwoi dang c6 ca mot twong
lai phia trwdc. Nhung Tawaret von qua doi tot bung, t6i khéng mudn minh
nghe ich ky. Duwong nhuw ¢6 khong hé lo lang gi cho ban than, chi nghi dén
nhitng vi than héo hat kia ma thoi.

"Chung t6i van chwra bé cudc," t6i hira.
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"Nhung cai ké hoach ctia cac c6 cau!" Tawaret rung minh, tao thanh mot
dot séng trén m@ thit ha ma dang rung rinh. "Khong thé dwoc!"

"C6 gidng nhw hoi sinh than mat troi khong?" Toi hoi.

Co thtra nhan diéu d6 bang mdt cai nhin vai. "Tot lam, cung a. T6i sé thira
nhan la bon c6 da lam dwgc diéu khong thé triwde kia. Tuy nhién..." C6 liéc
qua Zia, lam nhuw thé sy c6 mat ctia ban t6i van lam c6 ay hoang sg. "Vang,
toi tin a cO biét minh dang lam gi. T6i c6 thé giup gi duwgc nao?"

"Chuing toi c6 thé gap Bes duwgc khong?" Toi héi.

"Di nhién r6i... nhung t6i e la anh 4y chang thay doi gi ca."

Co dan ching t6i xudong bai bién. May thang trudc toi di tham Bes it nhat
moOi tudn mot 1an, nén t6i nhin nhan ra dwgc nhiéu than gia nua. T6i nhan ra
Heket nit than éch dau trén noc ciia mot cay du ngoai bién nhw thé cay du la
mot 14 sting. Ludi ba thé ra ngoai dé tém lay vat gi do trong khong trung. O
C6i Am c6 rudi khong nhi?

Xa chut nita, t6i thay than ngong Genger-Wer, céi tén — dua thoi — c6 nghia
la Coi By. Lan dau tién nghe Tawaret néi thé, t6i suyt phun hét tra ra ngoai.
birc ngai Coi By dang di lach bach trén bai bién, ngodc mém kéu quang
quac vao cac than khac lam ho giat minh thitc day.

Tuy nhién c* moi lan t6i dén tham, s6 cac than déu thay do6i. C6 vai than
bién mat. M6t so than khac lai xuat hién — do6 la than ctia cac thanh pho
khong con ton tai nita; nhitng vi than da dugc tén sung trong vai thé ky
tredc khi bi thay thé bdi cac than khac; nhitng than qua gia khong nhé noi
tén minh. Hau hét cadc nén van minh déu dé lai nhitng manh goém s v& vun
hay dén dai hodc nhitng 4ng van chwong. Ai Cap qua lau doi nén né dé lai
ca dong nhitng than thanh khong con hién linh.

Gitra dwong di xuong bién, ching t6i di ngang qua hai vi than ky quac dang
choi trén dong dung nham. Lic nay ca hai dang vat 16n trong hé nwdc sau
dén ngang hong. Nguoi nay dam ngwoi kia bang cai ankh va ludn miéng
noi, "La banh pudding cua t6i! Banh pudding ctia t6i!"

"Oi troi," Tawaret néi. "Bat Lra va Chan Néng lai nita roi."
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T6i ¢6 nin cwoi. "Chan Néng a? Cai kiéu tén than thanh gi thé?"

Tawaret xem xét lan séng chdy ruc nhue thé dang tim cach vugt qua né ma
khong bi dot chay. "Ho la than dén t Sdnh phan xét dé6 cung. Toi nghiép.
Titng c6 dén bon muoi hai than, moi than xét xi mot loai toi khac nhau.
Tham chi hoi xwa, chiung t6i khong thé nao gilt ho trat tw dugce. Con bay
gio..." CO nhun vai. "Ho hau nhw bi lang quén, buon vay day. Bat Lira, vi
than v6i ankh kia kia — da ting la than xét xt trém cap. To6i nghi viéc nay
1am cho 6ng ta bi hoang twéng. Ong ta ludn cho ring Chan Néng da 14y cip
banh pudding cua minh. T6i sé phai can ho thoi danh nhau cai da."

"Pé t6i," Zia noi.

Tawaret ctrng nguoi. "Co ha... cung?"

Toi c6 cam giac co dinh noi them gi dé hon la cung.

"Lita khong lam gi dugc t6i dau," Zia tran an ¢6. "Hai ngudi c di truede di."
T6i khong chac lam thé nao ma Zia lai ty tin dén thé. C6 1é chi don gian la
c6 mudn boi trong Ita hon la phdi nhin thdy tinh trang cua Bes hién gio.
Néu vay, t6i khong thé nao trach ¢6 ay dwgc. Trai nghiém do rat dau long.
Du la gi di nita, Zia sai budc vé huwdng séng va 10i thang vao mot nhan vién
cttu ho ché ngy dugc Itra trong bd phim truyén hinh dai hoi Baywatch.
Tawaret va toi tiép tuc di doc bai bién. Ching td6i dén bén tau noi chiéc
thuyén mat troi cua than Ra dwoc neo vao trong lan dau tién toi va Carter
dén tham noi nay.

Bes ngoi ¢ phia cudi cau tai trén mot chiéc ghé da ém ai, han do Tawaret
phéi mang xudng danh riéng cho 6ng. Ong mic chiéc 4o so mi kiéu Hawai
md&i mau xanh dé va quan kaki ngan. Gwong mat ong cé vé om hon so vdi
mua xudn nam ngodai, nhwng trong 6ng van vay — mai téc den bu xu nhuw t6
chim, van cai bom I6ng citng 1ém chdm dugce cho la rau, cling van guwong
madt kéch cdm dang yéu lam cho t6i nhd tGi gwong mat cua chu cho lun mii
tet.

Nhung linh hon cta Bes da roi khéi xac. Ong ngdi nhin mot cach vo dinh
vé phia ho, khong mdy may dong day khi t6i quy xudng canh 6ng va nam
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lay ban tay 16ng 14 ctia 6ng.

T6i nhé lan dau tién 6ng citu minh — quang t6i 1én chiéc limo day rac ruai,
ché thang t6i dén cau Waterloo, doan xua du6i hai than lic dé dang c6 bam
theo t6i. Ong nhay ra khoi xe, mic doc manh quan boi be bé va hét lén,
"Boo!"

Vang, ong thuc sy la mot nguwoi ban.

"Bes dang mén," toi ndi, "bon chau dang c6 gang giup ong day."

T6i ké 6ng nghe tat ca nhitng gi xay ra sau chuyén tham ong lan truéc. Toi
biét 6ng khong thé nghe thdy t6i. Tt khi bi danh cua éng bi danh cap, tri 6c
ong chi la khéng con day nita. Nhung noi chuyén véi 6ng lam t6i thay nhe
long hon.

Tawaret sut sit. Toi biét co tron doi yéu Bes, mac du chwa bao gio Bes dap
lai tinh cdm ctia cd. Ong khong thé ndo cé dugc mot ngwdi chdm séc dng
tot hon thé nay.

"Oi, Sadie..." Nif than ha ma 14y tay quet nwdc méit. "Néu nhv cd thuc sy
c6 thé giup gi dugc anh ay, toi — t6i sé lam bat ¢t chuyén gi. Nhung c6 thé
nao dugc day?"

"Béng," t6i noi. "Cai ga Setne... han da tim duwgc cach dé dung cac bong
cho cau than chi nguyén ria. Néu nhu sheut 1a mot ban sao dw phong cta
linh hon, va néu phép thudt cta Setne cé thé dung dé lam nguwoc lai..."
Tawaret tron mat. "Co tin la minh c6 thé dung bong ctia Bes dé manh anh
ay trd¢ vé ha?"

"DPung." Toi biét diéu dé nghe that dién ro, nhwng to6i phai tin. N6i to ké
hoach ay cho Tawaret nghe, nguoi tham chi lo lang cho Bes con hon ca
toi... U thi, don gidn la t6i khong thé dé c6 dy that vong. Hon nita, néu
ching t6i c6 thé lam diéu nay dugc cho Bes, thi biét dau day? Cé 1€ ching
toi co thé st dung cing mot phép thuat ay dé mang than mat troi Ra trd lai
thé trang chién dau. Tuy nhién, viéc quan trong lam trwdc. T6i c6 y dinh git
10i hita véi vi than ngudi lan nay.
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"Pay la phan gay go nay," t6i ndi. "T6i hy vong c6 sé gitp xac dinh cho
béng Bes. T6i khong biét nhiéu 1am veé cac than va sheut nay kia kia no. T6i
hiéu than céac c6 thuong hay gidu bong di?"

Tawaret bon chon doi chan nay chan kia, chan c6 dy di di cot ket trén tdm
van cau tau. "U, ding roi..."

"T6i hy vong ching cling gidng nhw nhitng cai tén bi mat. "Tbi tiép tuc pha
dau. "Bai vi toi khong thé hoi Bes ong da giit béng ctia minh ¢ dau duorc,
toi nghT minh nén hoéi nguwoi gan giii nhat v4i 6ng. Va tdéi nghi co chinh la
nguoi biét dugc diéu nay."

Trong c6 nang ha ma dé mac cd rdo ky cuc. N6 khién cho Tawaret trong
thanh tao — theo casic kiéu vi dai ay.

"T6i — t6i cé thady bong cua anh &y mdt lan," c6 thira nhan. "Mot trong
nhitng khodnh khac ching t6i hanh phic nhat. Ching téi dang cung ngoi
trén twong cia mot ngdi dén & Sais."

"Cai gi?"

"MGot thanh phé ¢ dong bang song Nile," Tawaret giai thich. "Nha ctia mot
ngwoi ban cia ching t6i — nit than san ban Neith. C6 dy moi t6i va Bes
tham gia nhitng chuyén di san cta c6 ay. Ching toi, a, dudi moi cho co ay
d6 ma."

T6i hinh dung canh Tawaret va Bes, hai vi than quyén nang trong hinh dang
siéu xau, tay trong tay, vita dam nat vung dam lay vira la hét, "Boo!" dé
du6i may dam chim cut. Toéi quyét dinh gitt riéng hinh anh dé cho minh.
"Du sao di nita," Tawaret tiép tuc, "mdt dém sau bita toi, Bes va t6i dang
ngoi mot minh trén may vach tuwong trong dién ctia Neith, ngam trang 1én
trén song Nile."

C06 dwa mat nhin vi than nguwdi Itn v&i anh mat tha thiét dén do t6i khong
thé khong hinh dung ra chinh minh dang ng6i trén twdng cta ngdi dén, c6
mot budi téi 1ang man véi Anubis... khong, Walt... khong... Gu! Cudc doi
toi that kinh khung.

T6i bubn ba thé dai. "Tiép di nao."
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"Chuing t6i ndi vai cau bang quo," Tawaret nhé lai. "Ching tdi nam tay
nhau. Chi cé vay théi. Nhung t6i c6 cam gidc that gan giii v4i anh dy. Chi
trong mot khoanh khac, t6i nhin ra birc twong gach bun bén canh, va toi
thdy béng ctuia Bes trong anh dudc, Binh thudng cac than khong bao gio dé
béng ctia minh gan nhw vay. Anh 4y tin twdng t6i lam nén maéi hién béng ra
cho t6i thdy nhw thé. T6i héi anh dy, thé la anh ay bat cwdi. Anh bdo rang,
"Pay la noi tot cho béng cta ta. Ta nghi ta sé dé bong cia minh & day. Nhw
thé nay thi bong cta ta sé mai dugc hanh phuc, ké cé khi ta dau kho."

Cau chuyén that buén tham, t6i chiu khong nai.

Phia dwéi bo bién, than Bat Lita gia nua la hét inh 6i gi ddy vé banh
puddinh. Zia dang ditng trén séng, c6 ngan khong cho hai vi than xap vao
nhau trong khi hai nguoi té dung nham vao co6 tw hai phia. That ngac nhién
1a hinh nhw c6 chang né ha gi.

T6i quay lai Tawaret. "Cai dém & Sais — cach day bao 1au r6i?"

"Vai ngan nam."

Tim t6i chung xuéng. "Cé kha nang nao la béng van con ¢ dé khong?"

C6 nhun vai mot cach bat lyc. "Sais da bi hay diét hang thé ky truedc. Ngoi
dén cling bién mat. Nguoi dan da pha sap nhitng cong trinh kién ¢6 va lay
nhitng birc twong gach bun lam phan bén. Phan 16n dat dai bi bién thanh
dam lay.

Chan chwa. T6i chwa bao gid la fan hdm mo cua nhitng tan tich do nat caa
nguwoi Ai Cap. Cling c6 vai lan chinh t6i cling them duwgc kéo do vai dén dai
ddy chit. Nhung duy lan nay, t6i lai cau mong cho nhitng tan tich kia con
ton tai dwgc. T6i muodn thoi cho ddm nong dan kia mot tran.

"Thé la chang con chit hy vong nao chang?" Tdi héi.

"Oi, hy vong thi ludn c6 ddy chi," Tawaret néi. "Co c6 thé luc tim trong
vung dé, va goi tim béng ctia Bes. Co la ban ctia Bes. Béng ctia anh ay c6
thé hién ra v4i c6 néu né van dang con ¢ d6. Va néu nit than Neith van con
& do thi co dy co6 thé giip duge. Nghia 1a, néu nit than khong san c6 ay..."
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T6i quyét dinh khong nghién ngam cai kha nang dé. Rac r6i vdi toi thé la
du. "Chung ta phai thir théi. Néu ching tdi cé thé tim thdy bong va giai 10i
nguyeéen —"

"Nhung ma Sadie nay," nit than ndi, "co6 con qua it thoi gian. C6 con phai
ngan Apophis lai kia ma! Lam thé nao c6 cling cé thé gitip cho Bes dugc?"
T6i nhin vi than ngwdi lun. Poan cidi xuéng hon 1én cai trdn go ghé cta ong.
"Toi da hita," t6i no6i. "Hon nita, ching toi sé can dén 6ng ay néu chuing ta
c6 kha nang chién thang."

Baén than t6i co6 thue s tw tin vao diéu do khong? T6i biét than Bes khong
thé chi don gian hét 1én may tiéng "Boo!" ma c6 thé danh dudi dugc
Apophis, khong can biét trong ong dy khung khiép nhu thé nao trong bd do
boi ctia minh. Trong cai kiéu tran chién ma ching t6i sap doéi mat day, toi
khong thuc sy chac chan rang cé thém mot vi than la c6 thé lam thay doi
cuc dién. Va t6i da tham chi cang khéng chac lam véi céi y twéng vé bong
dé lai co thé tac dung vGi than Ra. Nhung t6i phai thit v6i Bes. Néu ngay
tan thé la ngay mot, t6i sé khong chap nhan cai chét khi ma t6i chwa lam hét
nhitng gi minh cé thé dé cttu ban minh.

Trong tat ca nhitng ni* than ma to6i biét, chi c6 Tawaret la vi than c6 thé
hiéu dugc nhitng dong co hanh dong cua toi.

Co dat doi tay day che ché 1én vai Bes. "Néu phai lam thé, Sadie Kane a, toi
cau chic c6 may man — vi Bes, vi tat ca chung ta."

Toi dé c6 ¢ lai bén bén tau, ditng canh Bes nhu thé ca hai vi than dang cung
nhau tan hwdng budi hoang hon 1ang man bén nhau.

To6i di xuéng bai bién vdi Zia, c6 dang phti dam tro bam vao toc. Trong c6
khong heé han gi, ngoai trir vao dom chay trén quan.

Co0 khoa tay vé phia Bat Lira va Chan Nong, ca hai da lam lanh véi nhau va
dang choi trén dong dung nham. "Ho khong dén noi té dau," Zia néi. "Ho
chi can dugc quan tam dé y mét chat."

"Giong nhitng chd thd cung," téi ndi. "Hay nhw anh trai em nhi."

bich thye 1a Zia da mim cwdi. "Em da hoi duge nhitng gi em can chwa?"

https://thuviensach.vn



"Em nghi da da," t6i dap. "Nhung trwdc hét ching ta phai dén Sanh phan
xét da. Sap dén gio xét xir Setne roi."

"Lam thé nao ching ta dén d6 duwgc?" Zia hoi. "Thém mot 16i cong khac a?"
T6i nhin cham cham ngang H6 Lira, vira suy tinh vé cach gidi quyét rac roi
nay. To6i nhé Sanh phan xét nam trén mot hon dido dau dé trong ho nay,
nhung dia 1y ctia C6i Am hoi lita ddo mot chiit. T4t ca nhitng gi toi biét dai
loai 13, sanh duong ndm & mot dd cao hoan toan khac véi Codi Am, hay 1a
ho rong sau triéu dam vuong gi do. Toi khong hé hao hitng gi vai céi y
twdng di vong bo bién xuyén qua lanh dia minh khong hé biét, hay boi dén
noi ay. Va di nhién la t6i cling chang hitng thu gi chuyén cai nhau tiép véi
nit than Isis.

Dot nhién toi thay céi gia dé lwét ngang qua nhitng con s6ng ryc Itta — hinh
dang ctia m6t vat gan giong nhuw chiéc tau chay bang hoi nwéc dan xuat
hién, hai 6ng khoéi nha vét khéi mau vang va banh chéo dang quay trong lan
dung nham.

Anbh trai t6i — xin ban phuéc lanh cho anh ay — dién that roi.

"Van dé da duoc giai quyét," toi noi vai Zia. "Carter sé dwa ching ta di."
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10. 'PEM CON GAI PI THEO PEN NOI LAM

VIEC HONG BET CA

KHI CON THUYEN BOI VAO CAP BEN, Carter va Walt vdy tay goi
ching t6i t* miii con tau Nit hoang Ai Cap. Bing canh ho la thuyén trudng
Ludi Riu Vay Mau, trong kha dom dang trong bo do6 hoa tiéu lai tau séng,
chi c6 diéu, cai dau han 1a chiéc riu hai lwdi vay mau.

"6 1a mot con quy." Zia thot 1én day lo lang.

"DPung" t6i dong y.

"Liéu c6 an toan khong?"

Toi nhuén may nhin Zia.

"Tat nhién la khong," c6 thi tham. "Minh sap di chung v&i anh em nha Kane
ma."

Thuy tha doan la nhitng qua cau sang ruc dang lwgn véo véo chung quanh
con tau, tat bat kéo day va ha van cau.

Carter trong c6 vé mét moi. Anh mac quan jean, 40 so mi nhau nat véi vai
vét nudc sot thit nwdng roi vai. Toc anh wét sting va nam bep sang mot bén,
ct nhw anh ngt quén trong lic tam vay.

Walt thi trong kha hon — a, that ra 1a khong cé thi thé an mac gi ¢ day dau
nhé. Anh mac chiéc 4o so mi khéng tay nhw thwong ngay vaéi quan thé thao,
gang guong né nu cwdi chao toi, du trong dang vé rd rang anh dang rat dau
dén. Mat bua sen trén c6 toi dwong nhuw néng 1én, hay c6 1€ chi la than nhiét
toi dang tang ma thoi.

Zia va toi buwdc 1én van cau. Ludi Riu Vay Mau cii chao, hoi lam t6i sg vi
dau han c6 thé bo qua dwa hiu ra lam doi.

"Chao murng 1én tau, c6 cha Kane." Gigng han sac lanh nhw kim loai, vang
1én tir canh 1wGi riu trede. "Xin san sang phuc vu."

"Cam on," toi dap. "Carter, em no6i chuyén vgi anh mot chuit dwgc khong?"

T6i ndm 10 tai kéo anh vao buong lai.
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"Oi!" anh ta cau nhau khi t6i kéo tai anh su6t mot quang. T6i biét lam vay
tredc mat Zia la khong hay cho 1am, nhwng t6i nghi minh nén cho co6 ta thay
cach hay nhat dé tri mot 6ng anh.

Walt va Zia theo chan chiing t6i vao phong an. Nhw thwong 1€, chiéc ban go
hong dao da day ap nhitng dia thitc an twoi mdi. Pen tran hat anh sang 1én
may birc tranh vé cac vi than Ai Cap day mau sac trén twong, sang cad may
cOt ma vang va tran nha véi nhitng duong go trang tri.

T6i bo tay ra khéi tai Carter r6i gam lén, "Anh mat tri r6i sao?"

"Oi!" anh lai kéu 1én. "Em c6 van dé gi thé hir?"

"Van dé cta em," t6i ha giong, "la mot lan nita anh lai triéu hoi con tau nay
véi tén thuyén tredng quy do, ma Bast titng canh bao han sé xé toac co
hong chung ta khi c6 co hoi!"

"Han dang bi phap thuat tr6i budc khong ché," Carter cdi lai "Va lai lan
tredc han cling 6n day thoi."

"Béi vi lan trwdc c6 Bast di cung ching ta," t6i nhac cho anh nhé. "Va néu
anh nghi rang em tin con quy mang tén LuwGi Riu Vay Mau dé hon em cé
thée -"

"Nay céc cau," Walt ngat 10i.

Ludi Riu Vay Mau buéc vao phong an, cti chiéc dau riu xuéng dwdi khung
ctra. "Cau cha va c6 cha Kane, chuyén di bat dau tr diy sé ngan hon.
Chung ta sé dén Sanh phan xét trong khoang hai mwoi phtt nita."

"Cam on, LRVM," Carter vira néi vira cha cha 16 tai. "Ching t6i sé 1én
boong vdi ong ngay."

"Tot," con quy tra 10i. "Vay khi ta dén noi, ménh 1énh tiép theo la gi?"

T6i hoi hop, hy vong Carter da nghi ra ti trdc. Bast titng cang bao ching
toi rang 1t quy can mot ménh 1énh that ro rang dé c6 thé kiém soat dugc
chung.

"Ong sé& chd bén ngoai khi chiing t6i vao Sanh phat xét", Carter ra lénh.
"Khi ching t6i trd lai, 6ng sé dwa chiing t6i dén noi chiing t6i muon."
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"Xin tuan lénh." Giong diéu cia Ludi Riu Vay Mau an chiva chut that vong
— hay chi la do toi twong twong ra?

Sau khi tén quy di khdi, Zia nhiu may. "Carter, trong treong hop nay, toi
dong y vai Sadie. Sao cau cé thé tin con quy d6 chit? Cau lay con tau nay &
dau?"

"No6 thuoc vé cha me toi," Carter tra 10i.

Anh va t6i nhin nhau, ngam hiéu trd 16i vay la da. Cha me ching t6i da lai
con tau nay ngugc song Thames dén thap Cleopatra's Neddle vao cai dém
me toi hy sinh khi gidi thoat Bast khéi dia nguc. Sau bién c6 do, cha t6i da
ngoi trong chinh can phong nay, dau khé khoc thwong, chi cé6 Miéu than va
tén thuyén trudng ac quy dé lam ban.

Ludi Riu Vay Mau chdp nhan ching t6i 1a cht méi cia han. Trudce day han
cling tuan theo ménh 1énh cda ching t6i, nhung khéng dwgc thodi mai lam.
T6i khong hé tin han. T6i khong mudn & trén con tau nay.

Nhwng mat khac, ching t6i can di dén Sanh phan xét. Gig day t6i dang doi
va khat, nén chac 1a t6i sé chiu duwng dwgc hai muwoi phit trén tau nay néu
nhu c6 mot chai nwéce ép Ribena wép lanh va mot dia thit ga nwéng tandoori
an kem banh naan.

Ca bon ching t6i ngo6i vao ban. Chiing t6i vira an vira trao doi thong tin vé
cac chuyén hanh trinh cia minh. N6i thang ra thi, c6 1€ day la lan hen ho
kép guong gao nhat trong lich stt. Chiing t6i khong thiéu nhitng tinh hudng
nguy cap khoc liét dé ké cho nhau, khong khi trong phong v6 cung cang
thang nhu swong mu day dac xtt Cairo.

Dba nhiéu thang Carter khéng gap Zia. T6i dam chac anh ta dang kim khéng
nhin cham chu vao 6 dy. con Zia ro rang khong thodi mai khi ngoi gan qua
gan Carter. CO ct nghiéng nguoi tranh di, chac chan diéu d6 cang lam
Carter dau long. Co6 1€ c6 lo lang chuyén sé c6 thém mdt tap phim ném cau
Itra nita. Vé phan minh, t6i thay lang lang khi ngoi bén Walt, nhung lai lo
lang cho anh ta ghé gém. To6i khong thé quén canh anh bi quan chat trong
vai wdp xac sang ryc, va ty hoi khong biét than Anubis muén néi gi véi
minh vé tinh trang cua Walt. Walt c6 giau, nhung ro rang anh dang dau dén
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dir doi. Hai tay anh run ray khi ldy m6t mau banh mi sandwich bo dau
phong.

Carter ké vé cudc so tan sap dién ra tai Nha Brooklyn, hién dang dwoc than
Bast trong nom. Tim t6i gan nhw tan nat khi nghi dén Shelby bé nhd, Felix
ngd ngan dang yéu, Cleo rut re, va tat ca nhitng nguwoi con lai phai ra di bao
vé cho Vung Mot chong lai mét cudc tdn cong khong can sirc. Nhung toi
biét Carter da ding. Khéng con lya chon nao khac ca.

Carter c* mai ngap ngung, nhu thé chd Walt dong gép cau chuyén. Walt
van im lang. RO rang anh dang giau giém gi ddy. Bang cach nao do, t6i sé
kéo Walt ra mot minh ma tra héi chi tiét thoi.

Dap lai, t6i ké cho Carter vé chuyén di dén Nha an nghi. Toi ké viéc minh
nghi ngd chi Amos dang triéu hoi Set nham tang thém quyén nang. Zia
khong pha nhan, va tin nay khién Carter khong thé ngo6i yén. Sau nhiéu
phut chtri dong va di tdi di lui trong phong, cudi cung Carter cting binh tinh
lai va néi, "Chung ta khong thé dé viéc nay xay ra. Chu ay sé bi giét mat."
"Em biét," t6i dap lai. "Nhung cach tot nhat dé giup chu la phai tién 1én
truoc.”

T6i khong dé cap dén chuyén Zia bi thodng mat tri nhd & nha dudng lao.
Vi tinh trang tinh than cta Carter nhu hién gio, chuyén nay c6 1& vugt qua
sttc chiu dung cua anh. Bu lai, toi ké anh nghe chuyén Tawaret néi vé kha
nang bong cua Bes dang ¢ dau.

"Tan tich thanh Sais..." Carter nhiu may. "Anh nhé cha c6 lan néi vé noi
d6. Cha néi ¢ d6 chang con lai gi nhiéu. Nhung ngay ca khi c6 thé tim thay
béng ong ay, ching ta ciing khong da thoi gian. Ching ta phai ngan chan
Apophis lai."

"Em da hwta r6i," t6i van khang khang. "Va lai, du sao chuing ta ciing can
Bes. Ctt nghi viéc nay nhw mot cudc thit nghiém di. Citu 1y bong Bes sé la
co hoi cho ching ta thuc tap loai phap thuat nay treéc khi dem ra thyc hién
v6i Apophis - tm, 4p dung ngugc day... tat nhién roi. Khong chirng viéc
nay con c6 thé giiup ching ta hoi sinh than Ra."

"Nhung ma —
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"Co dy noi c6 ly day," Walt dot nhién xen vao.

To6i khong biét ai ngac nhién hon — Carter hay t6i.

"Ngay cé khi cé Setne trg gitp," Walt no6i tiép, "nhot béng vao twgng sé rat
kho. Toi nghi tot hon ta nén thit phép nay trén mot muc tiéu than thién da.
T6i c6 thé chi cach thye hién khi — khi t6i van con thoi gian."

"Walt nay," t6i noi, "xin anh dung noi vay chu."

"Khi cac cdu doi mat véi Apophis,” Walt tiép tuc, "cac cau chi cé6 duy nhat
mot co hoi dé thue hién cau chi mot cach ding dan. Vay nén luyén tap
tredc van tot hon."

Khi céac cau doéi mdt v6i Apophis. Walt néi nghe that binh thwong, nhung y
anh rat ré rang" anh sé khong con ¢ dé khi chuyén nay xay ra.

Carter day miéng pizza dang an dg. "Chi la... to6i khong biét lam sao ching
ta c6 thé kip lam hét nhitng viéc nay. Anh biét day la nhiém vu ca nhan ctua
rieng em, Sadie, nhung ma — "

"C6 ay phdi lam," Zia nhe nhang néi. "Carter, cdu cling da c6 lan di thuc
hién mot nhiém vu riéng trong ltic tinh hinh dang khung hodng day thai,
dang khong? Va cau da thanh cong." Zia ddt tay minh lén tay Carter. "Doi
lic cau phai nghe theo con tim minh."

Trong Carter nhw dang ¢6 nuot mot qua bong golf. Trwde khi anh kip néi gi
thi chuong tau vang lén.

Chiéc loa & goc phong vong ra tiéng thuyén tredng Ludi Riu Vay Mau:
"Thwa cac co cac cau, ching ta da dén Sanh phan xét."

Ngoi dén mau den nhu t6i van nhé. Chung t6i tir bén tau di 1én bac thang,
qua nhiéu day cot da vo chai dan vao khu vire t6i tam am dam. Nhitng canh
twogng ghé rgn cta doi song dwdi Pia nguc duwgc khac hoa trén nén nha va
nhitng tru gach bao quanh cot da — nhitng thiét ké den thui trén nén da den
tuyén. Mac du cach vai mét lai c6 mot ngon dudc, nhung toan bd khong
gian lai mu mit tro bui ndi ltira khién ching t6i khong thé nhin xa dugc.

Khi ching t6i vao sau hon trong dén, nhitng giong noéi thi tham chung
quanh. Qua khée mat, t6i trong thay tirng nhém linh hén tréi qua tr6i lai

https://thuviensach.vn



gian sanh — nhitng hinh hai ma quai nguy trang trong khong khi mu khoi.
Vai linh hon tr6i vo dinh — dang khoc ti té hodc tuyét vong xé quan xé ao.
Mot s6 khoac tay 6m day cudn gidy coi, tréng cé vé clitng ran va qua quyeét
hon, nhu thé dang chd doi diéu gi.

"Nhitng ké kién nghi," Walt n6i. "Ho ém ho so vé truong hgp ctia minh, hy
vong duoc triéu kién véi than Osiris. Ong ta dd di qua 1au... chic gio day
ton 1t ca dong kién nghi roi."

Budc chan cua Walt hinh nhe nhe nhang hon. Hai mat anh trong cé than
hon, co thé it oan xudng vi dau hon. Walt dang rit gan véi cai chét, toi e la
chuyén di xuéng Dia nguc sé that vat va cho anh, nhung anh chi cé vé thoai
mai hon may dira ching t6i thoi.

"Sao anh biét?" toi hoi.

Walt do dy. "Anh khong chac. Chi 1a... thdy c6 vé ding vay thoi."

"Con nhitng linh hon khong 6m gidy thi sao?"

"Nhitng ké ti nan. Ho hy vong noi nay sé bao vé ho."

T6i khong héi la bdo vé khoi cai gi. T6i nhd dén hon ma trong bubi khiéu
vil tai Hoc vién Brooklyn, bi nhan chim trong mot mé day leo den va kéo
vao trong long dat. T6i nghi dén mot canh mong ma c6 lan Carter da ké -
me tdi co rim nguoi dudi mot vach da dau dé ¢ Coi Am, chéng choi véi
lye hidt ctia bong téi dang 16i kéo tir xa.

"Chting ta phéi nhanh Ién." T6i bat dau dan tGi tridc, nhung Zia kéo tay toi
lai.

"Pang kia," Zia n6i "Nhin kia."

Lan khoi tan di. Phia tredc chitng hai muwoi mét la mot hang cong 16n bang
da vé chai. Truedc hang cong day, mot con vat to cd choé san dang ngoi xom
— mot con ché rang to di thwong vdi 16p 16ng den day, hai tai vénh bong 1én,
con mat thi nira giéng cdo nira giong s6i. P6i mat mau anh trang sang quac
trong béng toi.

N6 gan gt vdi ching t6i, nhung t6i van khong chun buwdce. Cé thé t6i hoi
thién vi, nhwng t6i nghi cho ritng ciing dé thwong va c6 thé 6m lay ching,
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ngay ca khi ai cling biét ché ritng hay dao bdi huyét mo trong lich st Ai
Cap co dai.

"La Anubis thoi ma," tdi ndi vdi chit hy vong. "Pay la noi ching toi da gap
anh ay lan truée."

"Pay khong phdi la Anubis," Walt canh bao.

"T4t nhién la phai ma," t6i ndi v4i Walt. "Xem nay."

"Pirng, Sadie," Carter kéu 1én, nhwng t6i van budc téi con ché canh cira.
"Chao Anubis," toi goi. "Em nay, Sadie day."

Con ché ring 16ng 1a dé thwong nhe nanh ra. N6 bat dau sui bot mép. Dai
mat vang dang yéu rdé rang mudn ndi vdi toi: Mot budc nita thoi la ta nhai
dau nguoi.

Toi dirng phat lai. "Phai r6i... day khong phai la than Anubis, triv khi anh ta
dang trai qua mot ngay that toi té."

"Lan trudc ching ta da gap anh ta ¢ day," Carter n6i. "Sao gid anh ta khong
c6 day nhi?"

"Pay la mot trong nhitng tay sai ctia anh ta," Walt danh bao lén tiéng.
"Anubis chac gio... di dau roi."

MGt lan nita, giong Walt c6 vé chac chan v6 cung, va tim t6i dau nhéi vi
cam giac ganh ty. Walt va than Anubis dwong nhw c¢6 nhiéu thoi gian noéi
chuyén véi nhau hon véi téi. Bong nhién Walt trg thanh chuyén gia vé moi
tht da chét. Trong khi dé, t6i tham chi con khong thé & gan Anubis ma
khong khién cho ngwdi coi chitng anh dy n6i con thinh nd - than Shu, vi
than khong khi. Piéu nay chang céng bang chit nao!

Zia tién dén canh t6i, nam chdt cay quyén truegng. “Vay gio sao? Ching ta
c6 phai danh bai n6 dé qua cong khong?”

Toi twong twong canh Zia dang ném nhitng qué cau Ia tiéu diét hoa cic
cta c6. Chung t6i chi can vay thoi - mot con cho ritng dang boc chay vira
kéu dng dng vira chay vao sanh xtt tdi ctia cha toi.

“Khong,” Walt vira n6i vira tién tgi. “N6 chi 1a linh gac ctra. N6 can biét
ching ta dén day lam gi.”
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“Walt, Carter kéu 1én,” néu cau sai thi...”

Walt dva tay 1én va cham cham tién lai gan con ché. “Ta la Walt Stone,”
anh noi. “Pay la Carter va Sadie Kane. Va day la Zia...”

“...Rashid,” Zia bd sung.

“Chung ta c6 viéc can vao Sanh phan xét,” Walt noi tiép.

Con ch6 gam g, nhung lan nay cé vé nhw dang do hoi, chit khong phai cai
kiéu han hoc nhv mu6n nhai dau nha nguoi nita.

“Chung t6i c6 chitng c® muon trinh 1én.” Walt tiép tuc. “Thong tin lién
quan dén phién x1 Setne.”

“Walt,” Carter thi tham, “cau tré thanh luat sw tap sy hoi nao vay?”

T6i suyt anh ta im lang. K€& hoach ctia Walt c6 vé thanh cong. Con ché dang
nghiéng dau nhuv dang lang nghe, ro6i n6 ditng 1én r6i dung dinh di vao trong
béng t6i. Hai canh ctra da vé chai im lang mé ra.

“Hay lam Walt,” t6i néi. “Sao ma anh...”

Anh quay lai d6i mat vdi t6i, va tim t6i bong nhu 16n nhao. Trong thoang
choc t6i nghi trong anh giong nhw... Khong. Chi la cdm xtc lan 16n cua
minh dang dua giom v&i 1 tri. “Um, sao anh lai biét nén néi gi thé?”

Walt nhun vai. “DPoan mo thoi.”

Hai canh cong bat dau khép lai, nhanh nhw 1 mé.

“Nhanh len!” Carter ra léenh. Va chung toi chay v0i vao phong phan xét
nguoi chét.

Nhé hoi khai giang hoc ky mua thu — ciing 1a lan dau tién to6i di hoc & mot
trvong My - gido vién yéu cau ching toi viét ra thong tin lién lac cia phu
huynh, va ho lam nghé gi, phong khi c6 thé gitp ich cho ngay hoi huéng
nghiép. Toi chua tirng nghe vé ngay hoi huwéng nghiép. Khi da hiéu dé la gi,
toi khong nhin dugc cuoi.

To6i twdng twong cb hiéu tredng hoi “Cha em c6 thé dén dy va chia sé vé
nghé nghiép ctia 6ng ay khong?”

Chic 1a dugc a, thwa cd Laird... Ngoai trit viéc ong ay dd mét. A, khong
that sy mat. Ong ay gidng nhw mot vi than dugc tai sinh hon. Ong phén xét
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linh hon ngudi chét ro6i dem tim cua nhitng ké xdu cho con quai thu cung
ctia minh &n. O, 6ng ¢6 mau da xanh. Em chic chin 6ng dy sé gdy an twong
manh trong ngay hoi hwéng nghiép, cho nhitng hoc sinh c6 nguyén vong
16n 1én tré thanh cac vi than Ai Cap Co Dai ay a.

Sadnh phan xét da thay doi nhiéu so v@i lan trudc to6i dén day. Can phong
nhw phan chiéu suy nghi cua than Osiris, cho nén né thwong trong nhuw ban
sao ma qudi can ho cii cta gia dinh t6i & Los Angeles, hoi chiing t6i con
song bén nhau hanh phiic hon.

Gio nay, chac vi cha t6i dang lam viéc nén trong sanh day nguwoi Ai Cap.
Can phong hinh tron v6i nhitng cay cot da cham khac hinh hoa sen. Céac 1o
Itra phép thuat hat anh sang xanh 1a va xanh dwong 1én tuwong. Ngay trung
tam can phong la chiéc can cong ly, v4i hai dia can 16n bang vang dang can
bang trén mat thanh sat hinh chir T.

Quy trwdc can can la linh hén cia mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac ao vét soc, dang
doc mot cudn gidy véi vé hét sitc sg hai. Toi hiéu ly do tai sao ong ta lai
cang thang dén vay. Pitng mot bén ong ta la con quai vat ca sdu da mau
xanh 14, dau ran hé mang, va thém mot cay kich dang treo lo ltrng trén dau.
Cha t0i dang ngoi ¢ dau kia can phong trén mét cai buc vang, véi mot phu
t4 da xanh ngudi Ai Cap ditng ké bén. Nhin vao cha t6i & duwdi C6i Am mat
phwong hwéng, vi 6ng thuwong xuat hién dwdi bo dang hai nguwdi cung mot
ldc. O mot cap dd, trong ong binh thwdng nhu lic con séng — mot ngudi
dan 6ng dep trai, vam v& véi lan da nau s6-c6-la, dau nhan thin, chom rau
dé duoc tia tét can than. Ong mic 4o vét lua rat thanh lich va 4o khodc di
dwong sam mau, trong nhw mot doanh nhan dang chuan bi bwdc 1én may
bay riéng vay.

Tuy nhién & mot cap do hién thyc sau hon, 6ng la hién than cta Osiris, vi
than cai quan Pia nguc. Ong dn mic nhv mot pharaoh khi mang giay
sandal, v&i chiéc vay bang vai lanh théu, deo mét xau chuoi bang vang va
san ho tredc nguc. Da 6ng xanh ngat nhw bau trdi mua ha. Nam ngang
trong long 6ng la cdy moc cau va cay néo — biéu twgng cta dic vua Ai Cap.
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Du la 1am la thé khi nhin thdy 6ng trong mau da xanh va méac vay, nhung toi
vui mirng khi lai dwge ¢ bén 6ng, dén ndi téi gan nhw quén béng phién toa
dang dién ra.

"Cha!" Toi chay lai phia ong.

[Carter n6i toi that ngu ngéc nhwng cha la 6ng vua cda toa an ma, ding
khong? Sao t6i lai khong dugc phép chay lén chao 6ng chii?]

Toi chay dugc mira duwong thi vai con ran quy bang xudng cay kich va chan
duwong toi.

"Khéng sao dau," Cha néi, c6 vé hoi giat minh. "Dé n6 qua."

To6i sa vao long 06ng, day cay gdy méc va cay néo ra.

Ong 6m t6i that chit, cuwdi chac luwdi triu mén. Trong thodng chéc tdi thay
minh tr@ lai la co6 bé con, an toan trong tay cha. Va khi ong gitr toi trong tay,
toi mG&i nhan ra trong ong rat mét. Cha c6 bong mat. Gwong mat héc hac.
Ngay ca quang hao quang xanh manh liét caa Osiris van thwong bao quanh
ong nhu quang sang quanh mot vi sao, cling téa chiéu yéu 6t.

"Sadie, con yéu," 6ng noi vGi giong mét moi. "Sao con lai dén day? Cha
dang lam viéc ma."

To6i c6 kim dé khong chanh long. "Nhwng cha oi, viéc nay rat quan trong!"
Carter, Walt va Zia ciing tién dén gan buc. Gwong mat cha bong chuyén
sang dit ton.

"Cha hiéu r6i," 6ng néi. "Trudc hét dé cha xi xong phién toa nay da. May
dita hay ditng sang bén phai cta ta. Va lam on, dirng qudy ray ta."

Nguoi trg ly ditng canh bong giam chan. "Thwa ngai, diéu nay la khong thé
duwgc!"

Ong ta trong c6 vé ky quai — mot 6ng gid ngwdi Ai Cap da xanh tay 6m mot
cudn giay twéng. Co thé qua dac khong thé nao la mét hon ma, qua xanh so
v6i nguwdi pham, ong nay lu khu nhw than Ra, hau nhw chang mac gi ngoai
chiéc kho, chan mang giay sandal, dau doi bo toc gidi xap xé. Toi cho rang
mai téc gia den béng loang kia la m6t cach thé hién nam tinh vao thoi Ai
Cap cb dai, nhung néu két hgp v6i vién ké mat den va phan ma héng thi
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ong gia nay trong nhw mot ké dong gid 16 bich hinh anh nit hoang
Cleopatra.

Cudn gidy coi trong tay 6ng cuc ky 16n. Nhiéu ndam tredc téi cé lan tdi cung
nguoi ban Liz dén tham mot gido dwong Do Thai, va cuon kinh Torah so ra
van con nhé hon nhiéu so vdi cudn gidy 6ng gia dang 6m.

"Pugc r6i, Nong Ndy," cha toi bao 6ng ta. "Ching ta c6 thé tiép tuc."”
"Nhung thwa ngai —" Ong gia (tén ong ta 1a Néng Nay that sao?) trd nén
kich dong dén do mat kiém soat cudn gidy rét xudng va xo tung, ndy xuéng
bac thang nhw dang trai tham gidy céi.

"Oi, phién phitc, phién phitc, phién phitc qua!" Néng Nay chat vat cudn md
gidy lai.

Cha t6i ¢6 nhin cudi. Ong quay qua hon ma ngudi dan 6ng mic 4o ké soc
van dang quy trudc chiéc can. "Xin 16i, Robert Windham. Ngwai c6 thé tiép
tuc 1oi khai."

Hon ma cui dau va néi run lay bay "V...vang, thwa Ngai Osiris."

Ong ta chiii vao t& gidy roi bit dau doc mot mach nhitng téi danh 6ng cho
rang minh khéng pham phai — giét ngudi, trdm cap, va ban gia stic gian doi.
T6i quay qua néi tham véi Walt, "Tay nay la nguoi thoi nay, ding khong?
Han lam gi & toa cua Osiris thé?"

T6i cam thdy hoi hoang mang khi biét Walt biét cau tra 10i.

"Moi linh hon c6 quan niém rat khac nhau vé cudc song sau khi chét," Walt
trd 101, "tuy vao viéc ho tin vao cai gi. B6i vGi nguwdi dan ong nay thi chac
han Ai Cap da gay an twgng manh mé. Chac 6ng ta da doc nhiéu truyén hoi
con tré dy ma."

"Con dobi véi nhitng nguwdi khong tin rang c6 cudc song sau khi chét thi
sao?" toi hoi.

Walt nhin t6i buoén buon. "Thi dé la nhitng gi ho sé trdi nghiém."

Phia bén kia buc, 6ng than xanh Néng Nay suyt chiing toi yén lang. Tai sao
khi nguwdi 16n mudn bao dam nhdéc git yén lang, thi ho ludn tao ra &m thanh
con 1én hon tiéng 6n ma ho dang c6 ngan lai thé nhi?
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Hon ma ctia Robert Windham cé vé nhw sap xong phan twdong trinh cua
minh. "T6i da khong dwa 16i chitng gia chong lai hang x6m cta minh. O,
xin 16i, t6i khong doc duge dong cudi —"

"C4a!" Nong nay buc bdi the thé 1én. "Co bao gid ngwoi an trém ca tir may
cai ho thiéng khong?

"T6i song & Kansas," hon ma tréd 10i. "Nén... chua tirng."

Cha toi ditng day khoi ngai. "Tot lam. Hay can trai tim han."

MGt con ran quy nha ra mot cai géi quan vai lanh to cd nam tay dia tré.
Ditng canh t6i, Carter hit manh "Trai tim 6ng ta nam trong dé a?"

"Suyt!" Néng Nay suyt 1é6n dén noi bo téc gia gan rét xuong dat. "Cho dan
Ké Pha Huay Linh Hon vao day!"

T bitc twdng cudi phong, mot canh ctra 16 ch6é bat md. Ammit hén ha hén
hé chay vao. Con thu dang thuwong khong dwge can doi cho lam. Phan nguc
su tir thu nho va doi chi trwdc oai vé va nhanh nhau, nhung ntra than sau la
mong ha ma chac map va it nhanh nhen hon. N6 c tregt qua mot bén, di
chéch vao hang c6t, dap d6 may cai bép than. Mai lan dam sam, né lai lac
lIwu cai bom su ti¥ va chiéc mom ca sau, kéu lén day phan khich.

[Carter mang toi nhw thuwong 1€. Anh n6éi Ammit la giong cai. Thu that rang
toi chang c6 cach gi chitng minh ngugc lai, nhung t6i luén nghi Ammit 1a
quai vat giong dwc. N6 ct cudng cuéng hiéu dong khong thé la con cai
duwgc, véi lai n6 danh dau lanh tho cta minh theo cach... nhung théi, khong
ban dén nita.]

"Oi, bé cung day roi!" tdi kéu lén, trong long ming 185. "Oi bé cung
Poochiekins cua chi!"

Ammit chay lai sa vao long t0i, ric cai mom xu xi vao tay toi.

"Thwa ngai Osiris!" Néng Nay lai danh roi phan du6i cudén gidy, lam x0 ra
quanh chan 6ng ta. "Cam phan qua!"

"Sadie!" Cha t6i nghiém giong, "khong duwgc goi Ké Pha Huy Linh Hoén la
Poochiekins."

"Xin 10i a," t6i ndi li nhi, va thA Ammit xudng.
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MGt con quy ran dat trai tim cia Robert Windham 1én ban can céng ly. T6i
xem nhiéu bitc tranh vé than Anubis lam nhiém vu nay, va wéc gi anh ay c6
madt & day. Chac chan Anubis sé tha vi hon la phai nhin may con ran quy
kia.
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Chiéc l6ng vii Sy That xuat hién trén ban can bén kia. (Bung bat t6i ké vé
Chiéc long vii Sy That nhé.)

Can can bat dau dwa 1én dwa xuéng. Khi hai ban can ding lai, trong gan
nhv can bang. H6n ma mac do ké soc nac 1én nhe nhdm. Ammit rén ri day
that vong.

"Kha an twgng day," cha t6i noi. "Robert Windham, nguwoi da dwgc nhan
dinh la c6 da tw cach dao dic, du sw that ngwoi lam nghé dau tw ngan
hang."

"Va quyén gbép cho Hoi Chir Thap Do nita!" hon ma kéu 1én.

"Vang, tot lam," cha hd hitng dap "nguoi c6 thé dau thai."

Mot canh ctra bat m@ bén trai buc. Con ran kéo Robert Windham dirng day.
"Da ta ngai!" 6ng ta ndi vong lai trong khi bi con ran dan ra ngoai. "Ngai
Osiris, néu ngai can c6 van tai chinh, t6i van tin vao kha nang ditng vitng
dai han cta thi truong —"

Canh ctra déng sam lai.

Nong Ndy khut khit mii khinh khi. "Tén khung khiép."

Cha t6i nhin vai. "Mot linh hon hién dai nhwng lai tran trong cach thitc c6
Ai Cap. Anh ta chang thé la ngudi hoan toan xau." Cha quay sang chiing
toi. "Cac con, day la Néng Ndy, mot trong nhitng c6 van va than phan xét
cua ta."

"Gl a?" toi gia vo nhu chua nghe ra. "C6 phai cha néi ong ta néng nay sao?"
"Nong Ndy la tén cua ta!" vi than gian gitt quat. "Ta xét xr nhitng ai pham
t0i khong biét kiém ché!"

"Vang." Mdc du rat mét méi, nhuwng mat cha anh 1én sy thich tha. "Dé la
nhiém vu truyén thong ctia Nong Nay, mdc du gio day 6ng ta la vi bd
treéng cudi cung cua ta giup ta xw ly tdt cd moi chuyén. Trwdc day c6 dén
bon muoi hai than phan xét cho nhiéu t6i danh khac nhau, cac con biét day,
nhung ma —"

"Giong nhu Chan Nong va Bat Lita," Zia tiép 10i.

Noéng Nay ha hoc miéng "Sao nguoi biét ho?"
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"Chung t6i da nhin thdy ho," Zia trd 10i. "Trong Ngbi nha Bong dém Thw
tw."

"Nguoi — da nhin thdy —" Nong Nday suyt nita lam roi nguyén cudn giay.
"Ngay Osiris, ching ta phai citu ho ngay! Bong hitu cua t6i..."

"Ta sé ban chuyén dé sau," cha néi chac. "Con bay gio, ta mudn biét diéu gi
mang cac con ta xudng Coi Am nay."

Chung t6i thay phién nhau gidi thich: vé nhitng phap s néi loan va ngam
cau két véi Apophis, cudc tan cong vao Vung Mot dang treo 1o lirng trén
dau, cling nhw hy vong tim ra mét kiéu than chd nguyén raa nao dé co6 thé
chdn Apophis mai mai.

Vai tin tirc khién cha t6i ngac nhién va buc boi — nhw chuyén nhiéu phéap sw
da roi bo Vung Mot, khién viéc phong vé khu vie nay trd nén yéu 6t, dén
noi ching t6i phai phai hoc sinh v& long ctia chiing t6i tr Nha Brooklyn dén
gilip, va viéc chii Amos dang mao hiém véi sitc manh ctia Ac than Set.
"Khong," Cha kéu 1én. "Chu ay khong thé lam vay! Nhitng phap su da bé
roi chu ta — khong thé tha thit dwgc. Ngoi nha Sw song phai triéu tap hoi
nghi vd&i Pai Phap Sw." Cha chuan bi ditng day. "Ta phai dén gap em trai ta

"Thuwa ngai," Nong Nay noi, "gio ngai khong con la phap suv nita. Ngai la
than Osiris."

Cha nhan mat, nhung cling ngoi xudng ghé. "DPung, ding, tat nhién roi. Cac
con ké tiép di."

Mot so tin cha da biét roi. Vai cha trung xudng khi chiing t6i ké vé nhitng
linh hon ngudi chét dang bién mat, va vé canh mong me ching t6i dang &
dau dé duwéi Coi Am sau thdm, dang choi véi mot thé e béng den dang 16i
kéo ma Carter va t6i chac chan rang dé la béng ctia Apophis.

"Cha da tim me khap noi," Cha néi vdi vé that vong. "Thé lyc dang bat di
cac linh hon do6 — cho du do la bong ctia quy ran hay la cai gi khac — thi cha
cling khong thé ngan chan duwgc. Tham chi cha con khong thé tim ra n6. Me

n

con...
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Vé mat cha bong tré nén lanh gia. T6i hiéu cam giac cta 6ng hién gio. Pa
nhiéu nam qua cha séng trong cam giac toi 16i vi da khong ngan dugc cai
chét ctia me. Gio me lai dang gdp nguy hiém, va ngay ca khi la chia té cua
X1t s@ ngwoi chét, cha cling khong thé lam gi dé giip me.

"Chiing con sé tim dwgc me," t6i néi chac. "Moi viéc 10 rang déu lién két
v&i nhau, cha a. Ching con c6 mot ké hoach."

Carter va toi gidi thich cho cha vé sheut, va lam thé nao dé cé thé dugc
dung cho cau than chu nguyén raa khing khiép.

Cha rwén lén phia tredc. Mat ong nheo lai. "Anubis da ké cac con nghe
chuyén nay sao? Cau ta dam tiét 16 ban chat cia mot sheut cho ngwdoi pham
a?"

Quang sang xanh quanh 6ng bong ryc lén ditr doi. Toi chuwa tirng sg cha,
nhung 1an nay toi bat gidc lui lai. "A... khong chi c6 Anubis."

"Ca than Thoth nita," Carter ti€p 10i. "Mot phan thi do bon con doan —"
"Thoth!" cha quat. "DPay la nhitng kién thitc nguy hiém, cac con a. Rat nguy
hiém. Cha khong muén cac con —"

"Cha!" T6i hét 1én. T6i nghi da lam cha ngac nhién, nhung long kién nhan
ctia t6i cudi cung ciling dén gidi han. Pa qua nhiéu vi than bao t6i khong
nén lam cai nay, khong thé lam cai kia. "Bong ctia Apophis la thit dang linh
hon ngudi chét. Chac chan 1a vay! Né hit 1ay linh hén, manh dan 1én trong
khi Apophis sap stra troi day."

Trudc nay toi that sy chwa titng nghi ra diéu nay, nhwng khi téi néi nén 10i,
thi moi thit c@ cam gidc nhuw that — khing khiép, nhung la sy that.

"Chuing con phdi tim bang duwgc va bat 14y cai béng," to6i khang dinh. "R6i
sau do sé dung no dé tiéu diét chinh han. Pay la co hdi duy nhat — trv khi
cha muén ching con dung 16i chii nguyeén rua tam thuwong. Bon con da
chuan bi mét bitc twgng cho viéc dé réi, phai khong, Carter?"

Carter v0 vO vao ba 16. "Loi nguyén sé giét chét bon con," anh néi. "Ciing
c6 thé n6é khong c6 tac dung. Nhung néu do la lva chon duy nhat thi..."
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Zia trong that kinh. "Carter, cau da khong néi véi toi! Cau da tao mot birc
twgng cua — ctia han sao? Cau tha hy sinh dé -"

"Khong," cha néi. Con gian nhw da ngudi bét. Ong ngbdi sup xudng va guc
mat vao hai tay. "Khong, con ding ddy, Sadie. M6t co hoi du le 16i thi cling
con hon khong. Cé diéu cha khong thé chiu néi néu nhw con..." Ong ngbi
day roi thd dai, co diém tinh trd lai. "Cha c6 thé giup gi day? Cha ci¢ twdng
cac con dén day la c6 ly do, khong ngd cac con hoi vé mot phép thuat ma
cha khong cé6."

"Vang," t6i nobi, "odi oam la thé."

Trudc khi toi kip no6i gi thém thi tiéng cong vang vong khap can phong.
Cong chinh ti tir mé ra.

"Thwa ngai," Néng Nay néi, "phién x tiép theo bat dau."

"Khong phai bay gid chi!" cha gat 1én. "Hoan lai duwgc khong?"

"Khong dugc, thra ngai." Vi than xanh ha giong. "Pay la phién xét x han.
Ngai biét ma..."

"Oi, khén nan thay mudi hai 16p cita béng dém," cha nguyeén rita. "Cac con,
phién xtr nay rat nghiém trong."

"Vang," t6i néi. "That ra thi, d6 la nhitng gi —"

"Chuiing ta n6i chuyén sau." Cha ngat 16i t6i. "Va hay nhé rang, bat ctt khi
lam gi, cac con ciling khong duwgc néi chuyén hodc nhin vao mat cda bi cao.
Hon ma nay cyc ky -"

Tiéng cong lai vang 1én. Mot doan quy sam sap di vao, bao quanh mot bi
cdo. "Toi cling chang can hoi do la ai.

Setne da dén.

Chi may tén linh gac thoi da da doa sg phat khiép — sau chién binh mau da
do sam c6 dau la dao chat dau.

Ngay ca khi khong c6 ho, t6i van c6 thé nhan thiy Setne la ké nguy hiém ti
moi bién phap phap thuat ngan ngwa. Chit twong hinh sang ruc xoay theo
hinh xodn 6c quanh han nhw vanh dai sao Thé - mot tuyén tap nhitng ky
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hiéu khang phap thuét nhw: Ngin chin, Mat hitng, O lai, CAm miéng, Bat
luwe, va Biing hong nghi thé.

Co tay Setne bi tr6i chdt b&i may dai bang vai mau hong. Thém hai dai
bang hong khac quan quanh héng. Mot dai siét trén co, va hai dai nita budc
co chan lai v6i nhau khién han phai 1é chan lich kich khi buéc di. Doi véi
mot ngwdi quan sat binh thwong, may dai bang hong nay chac giong bo do
choi Hello Kitty bi nghet thd, nhung t6i biét duwgc tit kinh nghiém ca nhan
rang do 1a mot trong nhitng dai bang phép thuat manh nhat thé gidi.

"Bdy dai bang Hathor," Walt thi tham. "Udc gi anh c6 thé lam dugc thi
nay."

"T0i c6 vai cdi," Zia cling néi tham. "Nhwng sac lai mat rat nhiéu thoi gian.
MaAy cdi cua t6i phai dén thang Mwoi Hai méi dung dugc."

Walt nhin Zia vé né sg.

M4y tén quy dau dao ré ra hai bén bi céo.

Ban than Setne trong chang nguy hiém gi, chac chan khéng phéi giong nhw
ké dang phai chiu an ninh day dac thé nay. Ga nhé thé — khong phai nhé
kiéu nhv than Iun Bes dau, nhung van trong bé ti. Tay chan khang khiu.
Ngurc 1a mot bd moc cam xwong swon. Ay vdy ma hin van héch cim ra roi
cudi ty tin nhw thé han sd chiém hitu ca thé gidi nay — lam thé khong dé dau
nhé khi mot nguwdi chi mac khé va mdy dai bang hong trén nguoi.

Khoéng con nghi ngd gi, gwong mat han giong y dic khudn mat toi tirng
thay trén twong Vién bao tang thanh pho Dallas, va mot lan khac trong Sanh
thoi dai. Han chinh 1a thay tw té da hién t€ con bo trong canh mdng long
lanh thoi Tan Co.

Han ciing c6 cai miii khoam, mat mi day, va do6i méi méng ac doc. Hau hét
thay tw té€ co dai déu troc dau, nhung Setne lai c6 mai téc den day, chai
nguoc ra sau va bong ludng nhw may ga ham hé thap nién 1950. Néu thay
han & quang tredng Poccadilly Circus v6i nhiéu quan do trén nguwdoi hon,
(hy vong vay), t6i chac chan tranh xa ngay, vi cho rang han dang phat
quang cdo, hay ban vé chg den cho mdy tro san khau West End. Trong déu
gia dang ghét u? Co6 day. Con nguy hiém v? Khong han.
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Mady tén quy dau dao an han quy xudng. Setne duwong nhu cho dé la vui.
Mat ga ddo quang phong va chad y tirng dita chiing t6i. T6i c6 tranh danh mat
gd, nhung that kho cuwdng lai dugc. Setne nhan ra t6i va nhdy mat. Bang
cach nao do6 toi biét Setne c6 thé doc ré6 duwgec mdé y nghi 16n xon trong dau
toi va thay ching that buon cudi.

Ga cii dau tredc ngai vang. "Ngai Osiris, ca dong nhang xi nay danh cho
t6i ca sao? Ong khong can phai thé."

Cha t6i khong tra 10i. Bang cai nhin dit ton, 6ng ra hiéu cho Nong Nay dang
loay hoay vé&i cudn gidy cho dén khi tim ra cho can doc.

"Setne, hay con biét dén nhv Hoang tit Khaemwaset —"

"0, wow..." Setne nhin ring cudi v6i toi, va toi phai kim khong cudi lai.
"Pa lau roi khong nghe dén cai tén d6. Pay la lich st c6 dai!"

Noéng Nay gat Ién. "Nguwoi bi budc tdi vi da pham toi ac ghé gém! Nguoi da
bang b6 than thanh téng cong 4092 lan."

"91 chi," Setne dinh chinh. "Lan n6i dua do6 vé ngai Horus — chi 1a hiéu lam
thoi." Ga nhay mat vdi Carter. "Pung khong, anh ban?"

Lam quai nao ga lai biét vé Carter va than Horus nhi?

Nong Nay lai 1at qua 14t lai cudén gidy. "Nguwoi da sit dung phép thuat cho
nhitng muc dich xau xa, trong dé c6 23 lan giét nguwoi —"

"Tw vé th6i!" Setne muon chia tay ra, nhung bi dai bang giir chat.

"- trong d6 c6 mot lan nguwoi duwgc thué dung phép thuat giét ngudi," Nong
Nay doc tiép.

Setne nhun vai. "Do ciing la ty vé cho ong chu."

"Nguwoi am muu chong lai ba vi pharaoh," Nong Nay tiép tuc. "Nguoi da
sau lan dinh l1at d6 Ng6i nha Sy song. Nghiém trong nhat la nguoi da cudp
mo ngudi chét dé trom mdy cubn sach phép thuat."

Setne thodi mai cwdi pha 1én, liéc nhin td6i nhw muén no6i, Co c¢6 tin dugc ga
nay khong chu?

"Nay, Nong Nay, ga ndi, "do la tén cta ngai chang? Mot vi than phan xét
dep trai va thong minh nhuw 6ng — lai phai lam viéc qua gio va bi danh gia
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thap. T6i thay tiéc cho 6ng, that ddy. Ong c6 nhiéu chuyén hay ho hon dé
lam hon la dao bai chuyén cti rich cua toi. Con nita, nhitng cao budc nay —
toi da trd 10i day da trong cac phién toa trudc roi. "

"O." Néng Nay c6 vé boi rdi. Ong ta stra bd téc gia v6i vé nguwong ngap roi
quay sang cha t6i. "Vay chung ta nén tha han ra dugc khong thwa ngai?"
"Khoéng dwoc dau, Nong Ndy." Cha to6i chom téi. "Tén tu nay dang dung l1oi
1é ta thuat dé diéu khién tri 6c ngwoi, bé cong phép thuat thiéng liéng nhat
cta Ma'at. Ngay ca khi bi tr6i, han van rat nguy hiém."

Setne sam soi mong ta. "Thwa ngai Osiris, toi hanh dién qua, nhung that
long ma ndi, cac cao bugc nay —"

"Im lang!" Cha t6i vung tay vé phia tu nhan. May chit twgng hinh tao thanh
dong xody sang ryc hon xung quanh han. Dai bang Hathor siét chat.

Setne bat dau ho sdc sua. Vé tit man bién may, thay vao doé la s cam phan.
Toi c6 thé cdm nhan duwgc con gian gilt cia ga. Ga nhu muon giét chét cha
t0i, giét tat ca chung t6i.

"Cha! Xin dirng!" T6i kéu 1én.

Cha cau may nhin t6i, 16 rang khong hai long vi t6i xen ngang. Ong bing
tay, dai bang tr6i Setne ndi l16ng mot chut. Hon ma phap sw ho sac sua va
non khan.

"Khaemwaset, con ciia Ramses," cha toi binh than ndi, "nguoi ting hon
mot lan bi két an day vao hw khong. Lan dau tién nguoi tim cach xin dugc
giam an, tinh nguyén phuc vu cho pharaoh vGi phép thuat ctia minh —"
"DPung vay," Setne rén ri. Ga co lay lai tw thé ban dau, nhwng nu cudoi lai
méo xéch vi dau dén. "T6i la mot nhan cong lanh nghé, thwa ngai. Tiéu huy
toi 1a toi ac day."

"Nhung nguoi da dao tau trén duong di," cha téi noi tiép. "Nguwoi da giét
linh canh va trong ba tram nam tiép theo, nguoi gieo rac Hon Mang trén
toan coi Ai Cap."

Setne nhin vai. "Dau dén noi ghé thé. Chi la dua chit cho vui thoi ma."
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"Nguwoi lai bi bat va két an," cha t6i ndi tiép, "thém ba lan nita. Va moi lan,
nguoi déu thuyét phuc dé dugc ty do. Vi cac vi than khéng hién dién & trén
thé gidi, nguoi tac oai tdc quai, lam moi chuyén minh thich, pham nhiéu toi
ac va khung b6 con nguoi."

"Thwa ngai, that khong cong bang," Setne phéan déi. "Truwdc hét, t6i rat nhG
than linh cac ngai. Thye tinh ma néi, vai thién nién ky qua that chan ngat
khi khéng c6 cac ngai. Con vé may chuyén duwgc goi la tdi ac kia, nay nhé,
mot s6 nguwdi cho rang cudc Cach mang Phap la bita tiéc hang nhat! Toi biét
t6i thich tan huwéng minh 1dm. Con vé Hoang tit nwdc Ao Ferdinand thi sao?
Chan toan tap. Néu ngai ma biét han, chac ngai cting giét han thoi."

"Pu roi!" cha t6i bao. "Ngwoi xong doi r6i. Ta hién la vat cha caa than
Osiris. Ta khong chap nhan mét ké hung 4c nhuw ngwoi ton tai, ngay ca nhw
mot linh hon. Lan nay nguoi khong con gid tro duge dau."

Quai vat Ammit ang 1én vui mirng. Nhitng tén linh canh dwa IuGi dao 1én
xuong lién tuc nhw dang vo tay. Nong nay hét 1én, "Nghe kia, nghe kia!"
Con Setne... ga ngita co ra cudi vang.

Cha t6i thoat dau sitng so, roi chuyén sang gian dit. Ong dua tay lén siét
chat Dai bang Hathor, nhung Setne kip kéu 1én, "Khoan da, thwa ngai. Van
dé & cho nay. T6i van chwa hét tro. Thir hoi may diva con ngai dang ki xem.
May dtra tré nay can t6i giap day."

"Pirng néi doi nita," cha téi gam 1én. "Trai tim nguwoi sé bi dem ra can, lan
nita, roi Ammit sé ngau nghién né —"

"Cha!" t6i kéu 1én. "Han néi ding day. Bon con qua la can han"

Cha quay qua t6i. T6i c6 thé thdy dwgc noi dau kho va con thinh nd dan xen
nhau s6i suc trong 1ong dng. Ong da dé méat vg minh mot Ian nita. Ong da
bu6ng xudi khong gitp gi duwgc cho em minh. Tran chién ngan chan ngay
tan thé sap bat dau, va may difa con ctia 6ng dang & ngay tién tuyén. Cha
can thuc thi cong 1y déi véi hon ma tén phap su quy quyét nay. Ong mudn
thdy minh c6 thé 1am chuyén gi d6 ding dan.
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"Cha, xin cha hay nghe con," t6i néi. "Con biét chuyén nay nguy hiém. Con
biét cha sé khong thich chit nao. Nhung chiing con dén day la vi Setne. K&
hoach ma con vira ké cha nghe ltic ndy — Setne ¢6 tha kién thitc ma chiing
con can."

"Sadie n6i phdi day cha," Carter tiép 10i. "Con xin cha. Cha da hoi cha c6
thé giip dugce gi. Xin cho ching con quéan thiic Setne. Han la chia khoa dé
danh bai Apophis."”

Ngay khi cai tén d6 dwoc n6i ra, mot luong gi6 lanh thoi qua phong an. May
10 than no 16p bop Itva vang ra ngoai. Ammit v & roi dwa chan 1én che mom.
Ngay ca mdy tén quy dao pht cling bon chon lao xao.

"Khong," Cha néi. "Tuyét doi khong dugc. Setne dang dung phép thuat dé
diéu khién con. Han la tay sai cia Hon Mang."

"Thwa ngai," Setne noéi, dot nhién giong ga trd nén mém mong va day kinh
trong. "T6i c6 thé la nhiéu thi day, nhung day t¢ cho con ran u? Khong hé.
T6i khong mudn thé gidi nay bi tiéu diét. Nhuw thé thi t6i chang duwgc 1oi 16c
gi ca. Hay nghe c6 bé nay... D€ co ta noi ra ké hoach ctia minh."

MaAy loi 1€ do len 16i vao tri 6c t6i. T6i nhan ra Setne dang dung phép thuat,
ra lénh cho t6i phai néi. T6i ran danh y chi lai chdng choi v4i niém thoi
thic. Nhung than 6i. Setne dang ra 1énh cho t6i phai lam diéu t6i thich nhat
— néi. Moi thit ¢t nhw tudn ra ao at: viéc chiing t6i ¢ sitc citu lay Cudn
Sach dé danh bai Apophis ¢ Dallas, Setne da no6i chuyén véi to6i & d6 nhw
thé nao, lam sao ching toi tim ra hdp chita bong va ndy ra y dinh st dung
sheut. T6i ciing giai thich vé hy vong ho sinh Bes va tiéu diét Apophis.
"Chuyén nay khong thé dugc," Cha noéi. "Ngay ca cho la cé thé di, thi Setne
cling khong tin dugc. Cha sé khong bao gio tha han ra, nhat la cho di vé6i
cac con cua ta. Han sé giét cac con ngay khi c6 co hoi!"

"Cha nay," Carter noi, "bon con khéng con la con nit nita. Chiing con c6 thé
lam viéc nay."

Vé dau don trén mat cha toi that khé ma chiu dyng dwgc. T6i cé6 kim nwdc
mat va dén bén ngai vang.
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"Cha, con biét la cha yéu ching con." T6i nam chat tay 6ng. "Con biét cha
muon bao vé bon con, nhung cha da danh liéu moi thit dé cho ching con
mot co hoi citu 1ay thé gidi. Gid 1a luc chiing con lam diéu do6. Pay la cach
duy nhat."

"Co6 bé dung day," Setne lam cho ra vé hdi tiéc, nhw thé ga hdi ti€c vi sé
dwgc an x4 vay. "Va lai, thwa ngai, day ciing la cach duy nhat cttu 1ay linh
hon nguoi chét trede khi bong ctia Apophis huiy diét hét ca - trong do co6 ca
phu nhan cta ngai."

Guong mit cha tdi chuyén tir da trdi sang cham dam. Ong siét chit chiéc
ngai vang nhw mudn xé nat tay vin.

Toi nghi Setne da di qua xa.

Nhung roi cha ciing budng léng tay. NoOi tic gian trong mat 6ng chuyén
sang tuyét vong va khao khat.

"Linh canh," 6ng goi, "dwa cho tén tu nhan nay chiéc Long vii Sy that. Han
sé cam chiéc 16ng ay khi trinh bay gidi thich. Néu n6i doi, han sé bi thiéu
trui."”

MGt tén quy linh canh 13y chiéc 16ng vii trén ban can céng ly xudng. Trong
Setne chang lo lang gi khi chiéc 16ng vii téa sang dwgc dat vao tay ga.
"Pugc thoi!" ga bat dau ndi. "May dita con ngai noéi ding. T6i ding la da
tao ra mot 161 than chi nguyén raa béng. Trén ly thuyét, né cé thé dung dé
tiéu diét mot than linh — thdm chi cd Apophis. T6i chuwa tirng thir. Khong
may la, 16i nguyén nay chi cé thé thyc hién b&di mot phap sw con song. Toi
da chét trude khi t6i thit n6. Khong phai la toi muon tiéu diét vi than nao
dau, thwra ngai. T6i chi nghi sé dung n6 dé khong ché ho lam viéc minh
muon."

"Khong ché... cac than," cha gam gur.

Setne cudi ra vé toi 16i. "HOi tudi tré xoc ndi ay ma. Du sao thi, t6i da ghi
cong thitc vao nhiéu phién ban Cuén Sach danh bai Apophis."

"Ma tét ca déu da bi pha huay." Walt 1am bam.
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"Pting," Setne noi ti€p, "nhung ban ghi chép gbéc van con nam trén l1é cudn
Sach cda than Thoth ma... ma t6i trom dwgc. Thay chwa? T6i néi that dé.
T6i dam dam bado ngay ca Apophis van chwa tim ra cudn sach. T6i giau n6
k¥ lam. Toi c6 thé chi ra n6 ¢ dau. Cudn sach sé chi cach tim ra bong ctia
Apophis, lam sao bat né, va lam sao thyc hién 16i nguyén."

"Nguoi co thé chi luon bay gio khong?" Carter héi.

Setne biu mo6i. "Nay cau tré oi, toi muon lam chit. Nhung t6i dau co6 thudc
hét cu6n sach. Ma ciling da nhiéu thién nién ky tro6i qua twr khi t6i viét 1oi
nguyén do. Néu toi chi cau sai du chi mot cau thoi, thi... chiing ta khong
muon bat c mot sai 1am nao. T6i cé thé dan cau dén cho cudn sach. Mot
khi ching ta c6 dugc no —"

"Chung ta ha?" Zia hoi. "Sao khong don gian la nguoi chi dwong cho chung
ta di 1ay cuon sach? Tai sao ngwoi can di cung?"

Setne nhan rang cuwdi. "Béi vi co bé a, ta la nguwdi duy nhat cé thé 1ay dugc
nd. Toan la bay, than chi... co biét r6i day. Ngoai ra, c6 sé can ta giai ma
may ghi chép do. Loi nguyeén rat phitc tap! Nhung dirng lo. Viéc ¢6 can lam
la ddm bao may Dai bang Hathor van con trén ngudi ta. Co la Zia, ding
khong? Co ting co6 kinh nghiém st dung chung ma."

"Sao nguoi biét —?"

"Néu t6i gay bat ci¥ rac r6i nao," Setne ndi tiép, "co c6 thé tréi ta nhw goi
qua tang ngay Lé muing thu hoach. Nhung ta sé khong tron dau — it ra la
phai dan cac nguwdi dén ché cudn Séach cta than Thoth va dwa cac ngudi an
toan dén cho béng cua Apophis. Khong ai ranh nhitng tang sau nhat trong
Cdi Am bing ta ca. Ta 1a ké dan duwong tuyét nhat ma cac ngudi mong c6
day. »

Chiéc long vii Sy that khong phan tng. Setne khong phut 1én thanh ngon
Itra, nén t6i nghi ga khong néi doi.

"Bon chuing ta," Carter néi. "Va mot minh han."

"Ngoai trtr viéc lan tridc han da giét may tén linh canh," Walt nhac nhg.
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"Vay ching ta can can than hon," Carter noéi ti€p. "Ca bon chiing ta cung
nhau sé kiém soat dwoc han thoi."

Setne cau may "0, trit viéc... Sadie con cé viéc khac phdi lam, ding
khong? Co bé can tim béng cua Bes. That sy ma ndi, doé la y hay."

T6i chdp mat. "That khéng?"

"DPung day co bé," Setne ndi tiép. "Ching ta khong cé nhiéu thoi gian. Hon
nita, anh ban Walt day lai cang khong con bao nhiéu thoi gian."

T6i muodn giét chét tén hon ma, mac du that sy han da chét roi. Tw nhién toi
dam ra ghét kiéu cuwoi ty man day.

T6i nghién rang. "Ni tiép di."

"Walt Stone a — ta rat tiéc, anh ban, nhung cau sé khéng séng noi dén khi
lay dwgc cudn Sach cia Thoth, dén cho béng Apophis va thwc hién 1oi
nguyén. Cau khong con song bao lau nita. Nhung di tim bong cua Bes — sé
khong mat nhiéu thoi gian nhw vay dau. Pay sé 1a lan thit nghiém t6t cho
phép thuat ay. Néu thanh cong thi... du sao ching ta ciing chi mat mot vi
than lun th6i ma."

T6i chi mu6n dap vao mat ga nhwng ga ra hiéu hay nhan nai.

"Ta dang nghi," ga ndi ti€p, "ching ta nén chia ra. Carter va Zia, hai ngwoi
sé di cung ta di lay sach cua than Thoth. Trong khi day, Sadie va Walt dén
tan tich Sais tim béng ctia than Iin Bes. Ta sé ghi ra cach bat béng, nhung
cau chd nay chi méi la ly thuyét ma théi. Con khi thyc hanh, c¢6 phdi can
dén ky nang lam bua ctia Walt dé thyc hién. Walt sé @ng bién néu c6 truc
trdc. Néu Walt thanh céng, thi Sadie sé biét cach bat bong. Néu Walt chét
ngay sau day — ta rat tiéc, nhung thye hién mot 16i nguyén cd dé thi Walt
phai thé thoi — thi Sadie c6 thé hen gip lai ching ta & C6i Am, 16i cling
nhau di tim béng ctia con ran. Vay la ai ciing dat dugc muc dich!"

T6i khong biét phai khoc hay thét 1én. T6i chi ¢6 gang gi binh tinh vi cam
thay Setne sé cho rang moi phan tng lic nay déu rat titc cuoi.

Ga do6i mat véi cha. "Ngai nghi sao, than Osiris? Pay la co hoi dé ciu lay
vo ong, danh bai Apophis, phuc hoi linh hon cta Bes, cttu 14y thé gigi! Toi

https://thuviensach.vn



chi yéu cau mét diéu la kho t6i trd lai phién toa, hady dem nhitng viéc tot
dep toi da lam ra can nhac khi tuyén an. Céng bang qua chi, hi?"

Can phong roi vao im lang, chi nghe tiéng Ittra no lach tach trong 10 than.
Cudi cung thi dwong nhw Nong Nay ciling thoat khéi con mé. "Thwa ngai...
vay ngai phan thé nao?"

Cha nhin t6i. T6i c6 thé thady ong ghét cay ghét dang ké hoach nay. Nhung
Setne da nhttr 6ng bang mot thit ma 6ng khéng bo qua: co hdi ciru 1ay me.
Hon ma dé mat kia cling hita hen t6i dwgc & mét ngay cudi bén canh Walt,
diéu t6i mong muoén nhat trén doi, cling nhw co hoi citu Bes, diéu t6i mong
muon thi? nhi. Ga ghép Carter va Zia v@i nhau va hita hen hai ngudi dy co
hoi cttu 1ay thé gidi.

Ga da quang cau vao tat ca chung t6i roi kéo cau nhuw cau ca tir ho thiéng.
Nhwng méac du biét rd ching t6i dang bi choi kham day, t6i van khong thé
tim ra ly do gi dé tir chdi dugc.

"Chung ta phai lam vay thoi, cha a," Toi nai.

Ong cii dau. "U, phai 1am thdi. Cau cho Ma'at bao vé tat ca ching ta."

"0, chiing ta sé c6 tro vui day!" Setne reo 1én. "Gi¢ di duwgc chwa? Ngay tan
thé khong c6 cho dau day!"
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11. PUNG LO LANG, HAY NHU HAPI

CHUAN QUA MA.

Vay la Sadie va Walt s€ 1én duong tim cai bong than thién, trong khi Zia va
toi sé 4p tai hon ma cia mot tén sat nhan tdm than di tim mot phép thuat
ghé gdm do chinh han cat gidu can mat. Xdi, ai duwgc 1gi hon trong vu nay
nhi?"

Con thuyén Ni* hoang Ai Cap vuot ra khéi Cdi Am va lao vao song Nile
nhr mot con cé voi. Banh guong danh tung lan nwéc biéc. May ong khéi
trén thuyén nha tirng dun khéi vang cuén cudn trén vung trdi sa mac. Sau
viing u &m & C6i Am, anh nidng mat trdi chéi 10a ca mit.

Khi mat da quen dan vGi anh sang, tdi nhan ra tau dang chay xudi dong
hwéng veé phia bac, nghia la con tau da noéi Ién dau dé ¢ phia nam thanh pho
Memphis.

Doc hai bén, b0 song xanh um nhitng cé cung hang co vuwon thang
trdi dai vao tan dam swong my am rit. Vai can nha nho diém xuyét cho
khung canh. M6t chiéc xe ban tdi te tua dang chay am am trén con duong
bén song. Mot con thuyén w6t ngay bén man trau tau. Chang ai buon dé y
dén chung toi ca.

Toi khong biét chac la minh dang & dau. Cé thé la bat c noi nao trén
song Nile. Nhung can theo vi tri mat troi thi da gan trwa roi. Trudce dé
ching t6i da an ngu khi & trong lanh dia cta cha, vi doan chac rang ching
toi sé khong thé nao chgp mat dwgc mot khi phéi canh gitr Setne. That ra
cling chang giong nghi ngoi cho lam, nhung 0 la ching t6i dd mat kha
nhiéu thoi gian hon la t6i twdng. Ngay dang troi dan qua. Ngay mai lic binh
minh, nhitng ké n6i loan sé tdn cong Vung Mot, va Apophis sé troi day.

Zia ding canh t6i ¢ mdi tau. C6 da di tam va thay mot b6 d6 danh
tran — 4o sat canh ran ri, quan tii hop mau 6 liu, 6ng quan nhét vao doéi giay
bot. Cé thé trang phuc dé6 khéng quyén rii, nhung trong 4nh mat trdi trong
co dep tuyét voi. Va nhat la c¢6 dang ¢ day bang xwong bang thit — chi
khong phai chi la hinh anh hién ra trong qua cau thuy tinh, cting khong phai

https://thuviensach.vn



shabti. Khi gié doéi chiéu, t6i thodng ngtti dwgc hwong dau goi cia co ay.
Tay t0i va Zia khé cham vao nhau khi ching toi ti nguwdi vao lan can, nhung
dwong nhw c6 khong thay phién. Lan da ¢c6 am nong.

"Cau dang nghi gi thé?" toi hai.

Zia khé khan khi phai tap trung vao t6i. Nhin gan, nhitng dom xanh 14
cdy va den trong doi mat mau ho phach ctia c6 nhw day mé hodc. "T6i dang
nghi vé than Ra," c6 néi. "Khong biét hom nay ai dang lo cho 6ng ay."

"T& chac ong dy sé on théi ma."

No6i vay théi nhung toi thady mdot chut that vong. Vé phan minh, toi
dang nhé vé luc Zia nam chat tay toi trong phong an t6i qua: Poi khi cau
phai nghe theo con tim minh. Cé thé day la ngay cudi cung cta chiing toi
trén trdi dat ndy. Néu 1 vay, tdi nén néi that long minh véi z. U thim t6i
nghi la c6 4y biét ddy, nhung tdi khong chac la Zia biét hay khong, cho
nén... Oi that 1a nhitc dau.

Toi vira m@ miéng noi, "Zia —"

Setne hién ra ngay canh chung t6i. "Tat ca da kha hon ro6i!"

Trong anh sang ban ngay, Setne tréng gan nhv mot nguwdi pham,
nhung khi han quay mot vong khoe bo dé6 m@i, khuén mat va ban tay han
lai lwét nhanh nhw anh do. T6i da cho phép han khoac 1én nguwdi thém thit gi
d6 ngoai cai khd. That ra la t6i ép budc han day. Nhung td6i khéng ngd bo
canh nay lai di thwong dén vay.

Co6 1& han muodn thé hién ding theo cai tén hiéu ma Sadie dat cho chu
Vinnie. Han van o vest den don vai, 40 phong dé bén trong, quan jean méi
cltng, giay chay bo trang toat. Trén c6 han deo md6t chudi xich chit ankh
bang vang rong nang trich. Trén hai ngén 1t han deo hai chiéc nhan kim
cwong to todc mém, mang biéu twgng cua quyén lwc — was. Téc han dugc
chéi nguoc ra sau va tham chi con béng nhon hon nita. Mat han ké phan
con. Trong han nhu mot tén mafia thoi Ai Cap Co Pai.

Roi t0i dé y thay thiéu mot thit trong bd canh ctia han. Co6 vé nhu han
khong dang mang Dai bang Hathor.

https://thuviensach.vn



Thu that la: t6i phat hoang. Toi quat lén tw 1énh ma Zia da day toi:
"Tas!"

Biéu twong cta Trdi lai birng 1én trén mat Setne.

Dai bang Hathor xuat hién quanh c6, c6 tay, mat ca, ngwc va hong cta
Setne. Chuiing nhanh chéng trdi rong, quan quanh Setne nhu con 16¢ xody
mau héng dén khi gan bi quan chat khit nhwu xac wép, chang dé 16 ra gi trie
hai con mat.

"Mm!" Setne phan doi.

Toi hit mot hoi that sau. Poan bat ngon tay tanh tach. Dai bang rut lai
vé kich thuéc binh thuong.

"Nhu vay la sao?" Setne hoi.

"T6i khong thdy mdy dai bang."

"Cau khong thdy..." Setne cwdi pha 1én. "Carter, Carter, Carter. Thoi
nao, anh ban. Chi la danh Itra thi giac théi — chi thay d6i dién mao bén
ngoai thoi ma. That sy tdi khong thé thoat ra may dai bang nay dwoc."

Han chia c6 tay ra. Déi bang bién mat, r6i lai hién ra. "Thay chwa?
Toi chi che ching lai thoi, vi mau héng khong hgp véi bd do nay."

Zia khit miii. "Chang c6 gi hop vdi bé canh do6 ca.”

Setne ném cdi nhin byc titc vé phia Zia. "Khoéng can phai tw thu ca
nhan gi ca dau, c6 bé. Thodi mai di, ok? Pa thdy chuyén gi xay ra r6i chit -
chi can ho 1én mét tiéng, thé 1a t6i bi troi chat. Chang van dé gi ca."

Giong diéu ctia han nghe cling hgp ly. Sé khong cé van dé gi vdi
Setne. Setne sé hgp tac. Toi cé thé thodi mai.

Nhung sau trong tam tri t6i vong 1én 10i cda than Horus, can than.

T6i am tham nang cao tdm canh gidc. Bong nhién t6i nhw nhin thay
nhitng chit twgng hinh 1énh bénh trong khong trung quanh t6i — chi thay
thoang lan khdi mong. T6i van y chi xua ching di, nhung ching chi soi 1én
xe0 xéo nhu ru6i nhang trong may bat con trung. "Thoi ngay may cai tro tw
ngit phap thuat di Setne. T6i chi thay thodi mai khi chiing ta xong viéc va
ong tr@ vé tay cha toi. Con bay gio thi, ching ta sé di dau day?"
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Vé mat Setne thoang chit ngac nhién. Han voi gidu di bang nu cuai.
"R0i, dwgc ngay. Mirng qua khi cai phap thuat duwong 16i ctia cac than lai cé
hiéu nghiém v@i cau. Anh thé nao roi, Horus?"

Zia gam lén thiéu kién nhan. "Tra 10i di tén kia, tredc khi ta dot trui
nu cuwoi trén ban mat nguoi do."

Co thoc tay ra. Lira bung Ién trén may dau ngon tay.

"Troi, Zia," toi kéu len.

To6i da ting chitng kién Zia noi gian triede day, nhung cai chién thuat
dot-trui-nu-cuwdi do thi c6 vé hoi qué tan nhan tham chi la vdéi Zia.

Setne lai ra vé chang quan tam gi. Han moc ti trong tii 4o vest ra mot
cay lwgce trang ky la - c6 phai xwong ngén tay nguwdoi kia chang? — r6i chai
mai toc bong loang cua minh.

"Oi Zia toi nghiép,” hdn néi. "Lio gid dang nhap vao cd a, ding
khong? Gap rac roi vdi, a, vdi viéc kiém ché duge con néng gian chuwa thé?
Toi cling thdy vai nguwoi trong tinh huéng nhw ¢ tw nhién phut 1én Ia.
Trong chang dep chit nao."

Nhitng 16i d6 16 rang da 1am Zia dién tiét. Anh mét ¢6 sbi suc sy kinh
tém, nhung c6 lai nam tay lai dap tat Ittra. "Tén dén mat, heén ha-"

"Binh tinh di nao, c6 bé," Setne noéi. "T6i chi quan tam lo ngai thoi
ma. Con vé chuyén chiing ta dang di dau — nam Cairo, dén tan tich thanh
ph6 Memphis."

T6i khong hiéu y han mu6n noi gi vé Zia. Toi biét gio khong phai ltic
dé héi r6. Toi chang muén may ngon tay boc Ira ctia Zia dot trui mat t6i
chut nao.

T6i c6 nhd lai nhitng gi minh biét vé Memphis. Hinh nhw Memphis
tirng la mot trong nhitng thu do thoi xa xwa cua Ai Cap, nhung da bi pha
hay hang thé ky tredc. Phan 16n tan tich bi chén vui bén dudi tha do Cairo
hién tai. Mot s6 khac bi phan tan trong sa mac phia nam. Pa mot hai 1an cha
mang t6i dén vai diém khai quat trong khu viec d6, nhung that s toi cling
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khong nhé r6. Sau vai nam, nhitng diém khai quat dé kiéu nhw 1a lan vao
nhau hét.

"Chinh xac la & dau?" t6i hoi. "Memphis rong lam ma."

Setne nhwén 1én nhwén xudng 16ng may. "Cau néi ding day. Oi,
nhitng thoi khac ta titng cé trong Hém Con Bac... a ma théi. Cang biét it
cang tot, anh ban a. Ching ta khong muén anh ban Hon Mang quy quyét
mot nhdt thong tin twr trong tri cia cau dau, dung khong nao? Nhan tién noi
ludn, viéc han chwa nhin ra ké hoach cta cau réi phai vai tén quai vat gém
ghiéc di chan cau lai da 1a mot diéu ky diéu roi. Cau that tinh phai coi lai
kha nang déng giit tam tri minh di. Poc tam tri cau dé gt. Con véi co6 ban
gai cua cau day..."

Han nghiéng vé phia t6i v&i nu cwdi nhan nhd. "Cau c6 muon biét c6
ta dang nghi gi khong?"

Zia hiéu r6 vé Dai bang Hathor hon t6i. Ngay lap tic, dai bang quanh
co Setne that chat lai, bién thanh cai c6 4o mau héng xinh xan c6 day that.
Setne nghet thd quo cao 1ay ¢6 hong. Zia nam lay dau kia dai bang.

"Setne, ta va nguwoi cung dén buong lai," Zia ra lénh. "Ngwoi phai néi
cho thuyén trueéng thong tin chinh xac vé noi ching ta sé dén, bang khong
nguoi sé khong bao gio con thd dugc niva. RO chwa?"

Zia chang doi tra 10i. Ma Setne ciing chang cach nao trd 16i dugc. Zia
16i han nhw 16i mot con cho6 hw bang qua boong tau di 1én buong 14i.

Ngay khi hai nguwdi bién mat vao buong hoa tiéu, ai d6 chac ludi sat
bén t6i. "Nh& nhac ta dirng 16i thoi véi cai mat xau cia co ay nhé."

Ban nang cua Horus trong to6i bong dung kich dong. Trwdc khi kip
nhan biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra, tdi da triéu hoi thanh khopesh tir C6i Am
va dang ké Iudi gwom cong cong 1én ¢6 vi khach mai dén.

"Phai khong day?" vi than cia Hon Mang kéu 1én. "Pay la cach cau
chao mirng ban cii day a?"

Than Set dang ho hitng ti ngwdi 1én lan can tau trong bo do vest den
ba mén cung chiéc mii phét tiép mau. Bo canh nay néi ban bat trén lan da
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doé nhw mau. Lan cudi cung t6i thay ga ta, ga héi troc 16c. Nhung gio ga lai
6 téc tét sat da dau trang tri thém hong ngoc. B6i mat den anh 1én sau cap
kinh tron nhd. V@&i cam giac lanh séng lung, t6i nhan ra ga dang gia dang
chi Amos.

"Dung ngay." T6i an lwdi gwom vao c6 ga. "Thoi ngay cai tro gia
dang chu toi di!"

Than Set trong phat long. "Gia dang v? Cau bé yéu quy cua ta oi, bat
chwéce la cach tang boc chan thanh nhat! Nao, lam on di, ching ta c6 thé néi
chuyén nhw nhitng ban than van minh khong day?"

Ga dung m6t ngoén tay day thanh kiém ra khoéi 6. T6i ha kiém xudng.
Gio day khi hét cam gidc soc lic ban dau, thu that la toi to mo xem ga
muon gi.

"Sao ong lai @ day?" toi hoi.

"A, chon dai mot 1y do xem. Ngdy mai thé gigi sé tan diét. Co 18 ta
muon tir biét chang han." Ga toét miéng cwoi va vay tay chao. "Tam biét
nhé! Hodc ctt cho la ta dén day dé gidi thich. Hay la cho cau mot 16i canh
bao."

T6i li€c vé phia buong 1ai. Khong thidy Zia dau cd. Chudng bao dong
chang reo. Khong mot ai khac mdy may dé y thay ac than vira mdi hién ra
trén thuyeén.

Set nhin theo 4&nh mat caa t6i. "Setne thé nao roi, h@?" Ta thich tén
do."

"La phdi ro6i,” to6i lau bau. "Co6 phdi han dugc dat tén theo Ong
khong?"

"Khong hé. Setne chi la tén hiéu thoi. Tén that cia han la
Khaemwaset, gio’ cau da hiéu vi sao han thich cai tén Setne hon r6i cht. Ta
hy vong han khong giét cau ngay. Han con nhiéu tro vui lam... cho dén khi
giét cau."

"Day 14 didu dng mudn giai thich day a?"
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Than Set stra lai gong kinh. "Khéng, khong. Ma la chuyén ctia Amos
kia. Cau hiéu sai roi."

"Y 6ng la 6ng di &m chd tbi va ¢6 tim cach tiéu diét 6ng dy sao?" Toi
héi. "Rang 6ng da suyt hay diét dugc tri ¢ cta cha ay day 4? Va gid mudn
lam lai lan nita nhi?"

"Hai diéu dau tién cau no6i — ding roi ddy. Con viéc cudi cung thi —
khong. Amos da goi ta, cau bé a. Cau phai hiéu rang, co ban ta chang thé
nao xam chiém tam tri cia 6ng dy néu nhw 6ng ay khong cé cung mét vai td
chat nhu ta. Ong &y hiéu ta."

T6i ndm chat thanh kiém "T6i ciing hiéu 6ng ddy. Ong ac doc."

Set cudi pha 1én. "Tu cau nhan ra diéu d6 sao? Ac than rat ac doc a?
Chac chan phdi nhv vay roi, nhung ta khéng thuan chat ac doc. Sau khoang
thoi gian ta xam nhdp trong dau Amos, 6ng ay da hiéu ra. Ta nhw mot ban
nhac jazz hitng tdu ma ong ay yéu thich. D6 la moi lién két gitta chuing ta.
Va ta van la mot vi than day, Carter a. Ta la... cac con dwong cia Set. Va ta
sé giup cho ong ta."

Tay t6i run 1én. T6i nhw muén cat phang dau Set di, nhung khong
chac c6 da strc khong. Toi cling khong biét lam thé c6 da thwong dwoc ga
khong. T6i nghe Horus néi rang cac vi than chi cudi xo6a doi vGi may vét
thwong don gian dai loai nhw bi chat dau ay.

"Ong muon toi tin rdng 6ng sé hop tac véi chd Amos sao?" t6i héi.
"Ma khong tim cac ché ngy chua ay day?"

"Tat nhién, ta sé thit. Nhung cau nén dat long tin nhiéu hon vao 6ng
chti minh. Ong 4y manh hon cdu twéng. Cau nghi ai ct t6i dén day dé giai
thich cha?"

Co thé toi nhw c6 luong dién giat chay qua. T6i mudn tin rang chu
Amos dang kiém soat dwgc tinh hinh, nhung day la Set dang néi. Ga qua co
lam t6i goi nhé nhiéu dén hén ma cta tén phap su Setne — va dé chang phai
la diéu tot lanh.
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"Ong da lam xong phan sy giai thich," t6i néi. "Gid dng c6 thé di
duoc roi."

Set nhun vai. "Pwgc thoi, nhung hinh nhw van con mot chuyén
nita..." Ga vd vo 1én cdm minh."A, phai réi. Mot canh bdo."

"Mot canh bao?" toi lap lai.

"Bai vi thuong la khi Horus va ta danh nhau, ta la ké chiu trach nhiém
vé nhitng gi sap stta giét cau. Nhung lan nay thi khong. Ta nghi cdu nén
biét. Apophis dang c6 mo phéng theo tirng dong thai cta ta, nhung nhu ta
da néi..." Ga ngd mii xuong va cudi chao, may vién hong ngoc chiéu lap
lanh trén bim téc. "Bat chwdce la tang boc."

"Ong ta bao -?"

Con thuyén trong tranh va rén 1én nhw dung phai dai cat. Trén bu6ng
1ai, coi bao dong kéu am 1. Bam thuy tha cau Itta hoang loan vut qua vut lai
trén boong.

"Pang xay ra chuyén gi vay?" t6i nam 13y lan can tau.

"0, d6 1a mét con ha ma khong 16 4t ma," Set no6i nhe ténh. "Chiic
may man nhé!"

Ga bién mat trong lan khéi do khi mot hinh dang khong 16 nho 1én tw
dong song Nile.

Co6 thé ban khong nghi rang mdt con ha ma lai gay ra khiép sg nhw
vay. Hét len "Ha ma!" khong c6 cung tac dong nhu gao lén "Ca Map!"
Nhung noi nghe nay, khi con thuyén Ni* hoang Ai Cap nghiéng sang mot
bén, banh guong hoan toan nhé 1én khéi mat nwdc, va khi t6i nhin thay con
quai vat do noi 1én tr tham sau, t6i gan nhw phat kién ra may chi¥ twgng
hinh mang y nghia vai ca ra quan.

Con quai vat do6 to bang con thuyén ching t6i. Nwdc da anh 1én mau
tim xam. Khi n6 noi 1én gan miii thuyén tau, né nhin cham cham vao mat
t0i vGi cai nhin day ac cam khong lan dau dugc réi ha miéng to nhu nha ga
may bay.
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Ham rang dudi cia né giong nhuv kep mac do con cao hon ca toi.
Nhin xuéng c6 hong no, tdi twdng nhw dang nhin vao mdt dwong ham mau
hong sang thang t&i Pia Nguc. Con quai vat 1€ ra da c6 thé nuét chirng lay
toi ngay tai ddy, cung vGi nira phan tredc ctia con tau. Han la toi da té liét
toan than khong phan tng dugc gi.

Nhung khong, con ha ma da rong 1én. Ci¢ twdng twgng nhw mot a do
dang r6 ga mot chiéc mo t6 dia hinh, r6i thoi kén trumpet. Ro6i ban 1dy may
am thanh d6 khuéch dai 1én hai mwoi lan, bat t&i ban trong luong hoi the
nhw mui c4 won va rac nwdc ao tu. Pay la tiéng rdng xung tran ctia mot con
ha ma khong 16 day.

Pau do phia sau t0i, Zia thét 1én, "Ha ma!" To6i nghi gio hoi mudn
mang.

Co6 lao dao di vé phia t6i trén boong tau trong tranh, mii gay ctia c6
ay bat Itra. Con anh ban hon ma Setne troi phia sau Zia, han hoan toe toét.

"Pay, thdy chwa!" Setne lac lac mdy cai nhan kim cwong hong. "Da
ndi la Apophis sé phai quai vat t6i giét cau ma."

"Nguwoi thong minh day!" toi hét 1én. "Vay gio 1am sao chan né lai?"

"BRRRAAHHHHH!" Con ha ma ui mat vao chiéc Nt hoang Ai Cap
mot cach tho bao. To6i nga vé phia sau va vao cabin trén boong.

Qua khée mat toi trong thdy Zia day mot c6t ltta vao mat con quai
vat. Cot Itta x6c thang vao canh miii trdi con ha ma, cang lam né dién tiét
hon. N6 pha khéi va dap tau manh hon, hat Zia xuéng séng.

"Khong!" t6i loang choang trén boong. Cd goi 1én hinh hién than cua
Horus, nhung dau t6i dang nhivc bu6t. Hoan toan mat tap trung.

"Muon c6 161 khuyén ha?" Setne tro6i bong bénh ngay canh t6i, chang
hé han gi tir con thuyén trong tranh. "Toi c6 thé chi cau dung mot cau than
cha."

Nu cwdi hiém doc ctia han khong cho t6i cam gidc tu tin chit nao.
"C ¢ yén dé!" t6i chi tay vao han va ho, "Tas!"

Da&i bang Hathor lién tr6i hai c6 tay han lai.
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"Oi, th6i nao!" hin kéu ca. "Lam sao tdi chai téc néu tay bi tréi thé
nay cha?"

Con ha ma nhin cham chdm vao t6i qua lan can — mat n6 trong nhu
cai dia an mau den nhay nhua. O trén budng l4i, thuyén truéng Ludi Guom
Vay Mau dang giat chuéng bao dong va hét to vao dam thuy tha, "Ngoat
sang trai! Ngoat sang trai!"

bau dé bén man tau, toi nghe tiéng Zia ho sac sua va dap nwdc tung
toe, nghia la it ra ¢6 ay van con song, nhung to6i phai kéo con ha ma ra xa
Zia va gitp cho Nir hoang Ai Cap c6 thoi gian thoat than. T6i nam lay
thanh gwom, xong thang lén boong tau dang nghiéng, nhdy bd vao dau con
quai vat.

Dbiéu dau tién toi phat hién ra: dau ha ma tron trugt. Téi quo cao tim
ch6 bam — that khong dé chit nao nhat la khi dang cam guwom — va suyt
chut nira toi tregt sang bén kia dau con ha ma trwdc khi kip méc canh tay
con lai cia minh quanh tai né.

Con ha ma réng lén va hit manh, lac t6i nhw chiéc khuyeén tai dung
dwa. T6i nhac thdy mot chiéc thuyén danh ca binh than boi qua nhuv thé
chang c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. BDam thty thta cau Ita trén chiéc Ni* hoang Ai
Cap bung xung quanh mang v& 16n phia dudi tau. Trong khoanh khac, t6i
thay Zia chap choang trong lan nwéc, dang troi xubi khoang hon hai muoi
mét. R6i dau cd6 chim dan xudng. T6i van hét sitc dam thang thanh kiém
vao tai con ha ma.

"BRRRAAHHHHH!" Con quai vat quat dau that manh. T6i vudt tay
roi véo xuong séng nhw mot cd ném ba diém vao ro.

L€ ra toi sé chiu mot cu tiép nwdc that dau, nhwng ngay phut chét téi
kip bién thanh mot con chim wng.

T6i biét... nghe c6 vé dién ro. O, ma nay, tdi chi tinh cd bién thanh
chim wng théi. Doi v6i téi day chi 1a mot phép thuat don gian, vi chim wng
la con vat thiéng Horus. Thé nén, thay vi roi xuéng nuwdc, toi xoe canh bay
vit trén song Nile. Tam nhin cta t6i trd nén sac bén la thwong, dén do co
thé thay duwgc dam chudt dong bo trong dam lay. T6i thady Zia dang vat 16n
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trong song nuwdc, cling nhuw thay tirng sgi 1ong trén cai mom to dung ctia con
ha ma.

T6i nham ngay mat né lao xudng roi dung mong vuodt cao cau. Nhung
khong may la mat né c6 mi day cOp cong thém 16p mang bao phu. Con ha
ma chép chdp mat va rong 1én day buc boi, nhung toi c6 thé thay minh da
chang gay ra dugc thiét hai gi dang ké.

Con quai vat dép lay toi. T6i lai qua nhanh. T6i bay vé con tau va dap
xudng mai buong 1ai, thd hon hén. N hoang Ai Cap dang tim cach bé lai.
NO tr twr gia tang khoang cach vGi con quai vat, nhung than tau da bi hu
héng nang. Khoi boc 1én ngun ngut & mang v& phia dudi tau. Ching toi
nghiéng vé man phdi, Lwdi Riu Vay Méu van luon tay giat chuéng bao
dong, nghe that nhic tai.

Zia van c0 vung vay dé noi trén mat nwdc, nhung c6 bi cuén troi ra xa
con ha ma va duong nhv treéc mat khong bi nguy hiém gi. Co gang sic
triéu goi ltta — mot viéc chdang dé dang gi khi dang vung vay trén song.

Con ha ma ctr quay tdi quay lui, 10 rang dang tim con chim quai quy
da lao vao mat né. Tai né van chdy mau, du thanh kiém cuta t6i khong con &
d6 — c6 1é dang nam dau d6 dudi day song. Cudi cung, con ha ma chuyén
sang chd y dén con thuyén.

Setne hién ra bén canh t6i. Tay han van bi tréi, nhwng nhin han c6 vé
khodi chi 1am. "Pa san sang dén nhan 1oi khuyén d6 chwa, anh ban? T6i
khong thé doc than chi dugc vi toi la ngwdi chét, nhung t6i c6 thé noéi cho
cau nhitng gi can doc."

Con ha ma lao dén tan cong. N6 chi con cach thuyén chwa dén nam
muoi mét, dang nhanh chéng riut ngan khodng cach. Néu n6 lao vao tau vGi
toc do do, Nt hoang Ai Cap sé vo tan thanh tram ngan manh vun.

Thoi gian dwong nhw chdm lai. T6i c6 gang tap trung. Cam xuc gay
bat lgi cho phap thuét, trong khi t6i hoan toan hodng loan; nhung toi biét
minh chi c6 mot co hdi duy nhat ma thoi. Toi dang d6i canh va bay thang
vao con ha ma. Bay nita duong, t6i bién trd lai hinh ngwdi roi xuéng nhw
tang da, va goi 1én hién than cia than Horus.
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Néu khong thanh cong, han t6i sé bé mang nhw moét dom chat nhay
chang vé vang gi trén nguc con ha ma tan cong.

On troi, mot vang hao quang xanh hién ra quanh t6i. T6i ha xuéng
con song, dugc bao boc trong bo dang mot chién binh téa sang véi than cao
sdu mét va cai dau chim wng. So v6i con ha m4, to6i van bé nho lam, nhung
r6i t0i da khién n6 chu y khi t6i ddm thang vao mom né.

Cu dam c6 hiéu qua khoang hai gidy. Con quai vat hau nhu quén han
con tau. T6i né qua mot bén bat n6 quay sang huéng vé toi, nhung toi qua
cham. L4i qua con song trong hinh hai hinh hién than cling giong nhw chay
qua can phong day nhitng qua banh danh ndy lién hoi.

Con quadi vat lao t6i,, quay dau ha mom ngoam lay eo t6i. T6i ldo dao
vung vay tim cach thoat ra, nhung ham n6 nhw gong kim siét chat. Rang né
cam phap vao 16p khién phap thuat. t6i lai khong c6 kiém. Toi chi c6 thé
dung nam tay khong dang toa dnh sang xanh dam lién hoi vao dau con ha
ma, c6 diéu tdi mat strc rat nhanh.

"Carter!" Zia thét 1én.

Chac t6i chi con song duwgc khodng muoi gidy. Sau do hién than sé do
guc, con toi sé bi nuot chirng hodc can lam doi.

"Setne!" t6i goi 16n. "Cau than chu do la gi?"

"0, gi0 cau can dén cau than chd réi a," Setne noéi vong tir con tau.
"Noi theo toi: Hapi, u-ha ey pwah."

T6i chang hiéu cau dé nghia la gi. Khong chirng Setne dang ltra toi
doc chu ty hiy minh, hodc bién minh thanh khoanh phé mai Thuy Sy.
Nhung chang con cach nao khac. Toi danh doc theo: "Hapi, u-ha ey pwah."

Nhitng chit twgng hinh phat 4nh sang xanh — sang hon moi than chu
ma t6i trng thie hién trudc day — tda chiéu trén dau con ha ma.

Nhin nhitng chit twgng hinh hién ra, thot nhién t6i hiéu ra nghia cau
than chd: Hapi, hdy tr6i day va tan cong. Nhung, thé c6 nghia gi md&i
dugc?"
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It ra may chit twgng hinh d6 ciing 1am con ha ma lac huéng. N6 bod
mac toi quay qua tdn cong mdy chit twgng hinh. Hién than cua t6i tan bién.
toi chim xu6ng nuwdc, phép thuat can kiét, moi phong vé cta toi déu khong
con — gio toi chi la mot Carter Kane bé ti xiu dudi cai bong con ha ma
khong 16 ndng mudi sau tan.

Con qudi vat dép may chir twong hinh roi thd phi phi. N6 Iic lac céi
dau nhu thé vira nu6t phai twong 6t.

Hay nhi, t6i nghi tham. Thé ra cau chu tuyét diéu cua Setne la don
mon khai vi cho con quy ha ma.

Thé ro6i, ti phia con tau, tiéng Setne vong dén, "Cho do di! 3, 2, 1..."

Nudc song Nile soi suc xung quanh toi. Mot tang tdo nau vi dai tw
dwdi song vot 1én, day bat t6i 1én khong trung. Theo ban nang t6i bam that
chadt, dan dan nhéan ra tdo d6 khong phai la tdo. Ma la téc ctia mot cai dau
khong 16 troi 1én tir song Nile, cao, cao mai, cho dén khi con ha ma trong
nhv mot con vat nhé nhan xinh xan bén canh 6ng ta. Toi chang thé nao
miéu ta ky cang vé ngudoi khong 16 nay khi dang & trén dinh dau ong ta,
nhung ong ta c6 nwdc da xanh dam hon da cha t6i. Mai t6c nau bom xom
dinh day bun song. Bung to phé, va dwong nhw 6ng ta chang mac gi ngoai
tam kho lam bang vay ca.

"BRRRAAHHHHH!" Con ha ma lao téi, nhung ngudi khong 16 xanh
nam lay ham rang dwdi cia né budc né ding ciing ngac lai. lywc va cham
suyt hat toi vang khoi dau 6ng ay.

"Yay!" ngudi khong 16 gam 1én. "Ha ma théi! Ta khodi tro nay!" Ong
ta vung tay nhw dong tac danh gon roi hat con ha ma ra khoi mat nuwéc.

Khoéng c6 gi la lung hon khi chitng kién canh twong mét con ha ma
khong 16 bay veo. N6 nghiéng vat sang mot bén, dap dap may céi chan 1 i
khi né bay véo qua bai lay. cu6i cung né dam sam vao vach da voi phia xa,
khién da roi 1a cha. P4 tang roi ngay dau con ha ma. Khi bui dat tan di, con
quai vat bién mat khong chit tam hoi. Xe c¢6 van ung dung chat doc duwong
b&d song. Thuyén danh ca van tiép tuc viéc cua minh, nhw thé trdn chién
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gitta nguoi khong 16 xanh va con ha ma chang la gi dang ké trén dai song
Nile nay.

"Vui!" nguwdi khong 16 xanh reo 1én. "Nao, ai da goi ta vay?"

"Trén day nay!" toi la léen.

Nguoi khong 16 ditng sttng lai.Ong ta can than lan nhe trén dau dén
khi tim thiy to6i. R6i ong ta tim lay t6i bang hai ngén tay, 10i qua song va
nhe nhang dat t6i lén bo.

Ong chi vao Zia, dang c6 boi vao by, va Nit hoang Ai Cap, dang dat
xu6i dong, khoi béc 1én & phan dudi, r6i hoi. "Ho c6 phai la ban cau
khong?"

"Vang," toi voi tra 10i. "Ong gitip ho v6i nhé!"

Ngudi khong 16 cuwdi toe. "Ta quay lai ngay!"

ft phit sau, Nit hoang Ai Cap di neo dau an toan. Zia ngdi canh tdi,
gili giti nwdc song ra khoi toc.

Setne tr6i lo Ittng bén canh, trong c6 vé ty man, du hai tay van bi troi.
"Vay c6 1é lan sau cau sé tin t6i chit, Carter Kane!" Han hat dau vé phia
nguwoi khong 16 dang ditng 1 1u trede ching t6i, van cudi toe toét nhu thé
rat phan khich khi ¢ day. "Xin gi6i thiéu mot 6ng ban cii cda toi, Hapi!"

Nguwoi khong 16 mau xanh vay tay vdi chiing t6i. "Xin chao!"

Do6i mat 6ng ta mé to hét cd. Ham rang trang 16a. Mot m@ tdéc nau
nhw day bén loa x6a xudng vai, lan da gon séng nhiéu sac d6 xanh nuwéc
bién. Bung 6ng ta qua khé so vGi than hinh, phé xuong chiéc khé vy ca
nhv thé 6ng dang mang thai hoac vira nuét tron mot qua khinh khi cau. Ro
rang ong nay la ngudi khong 16 phong cach hip-pi nhat, xanh nhat, béo
nhat, cao nhat, vui tinh nhat ma t6i tirng gap.

T6i ¢6 nhd tén 6ng ta, nhung khong thé.

"Hapi a?" toi hoi.

"Tai sao nao? Vang, ta rat hanh phic béi vi ta la Hanh Phic ma! Cau
c6 hanh phtic khong?"

Toi li€c nhin Setne, han dwong nhv dang thay tro nay vui lam.
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"Hapi la than song Nile," tén hon ma giai thich. "Ngoai nhitng nhiém
vu khac, Hapi con la vi than mang lai muia mang sung tiic va moi diéu tot
dep, bgi vay ong dy luén-"

"Hanh phuc," t6i xen vao.

Zia nhén may nhin ngudi khong 16. "Ong phai to 16n thé nay sao?"

Vi than phé 1én cwoi. Ngay sau d6 o6ng thu vé c& ngwoi thudng, mac
du céi vé vui twoi ky quac trén mat 6ng van con kha dang ngai.

"Roi day!" Hapi xoa xoa hai ban tay ra chiéu trong dgi. "Ta con lam
duwgc gi nita cho may nhoc khong? Pa hang thé ky ro6i méi c6 ngudi goi ta.
Keé tir khi con ngudi xay dung con dap Aswan ngu ngoc ay, hang nam song
Nile khong con 1 lut nhw tredc ddy. Chang con ai can dén ta nita. Ta muon
giét may tén nguwdi pham mat thit d6 qua!

Ong ta thot ra nhitng 101 d6 v&i nu cwdi mim, nhw thé éng ta dang dé
nghi dwoc mang mdy cai banh quy ty nwéng tai nha cho may nguwdi pham
mat thit do6 vay.

T6i lien nghi nhanh. Rat hiém khi ¢c6 mot vi than mudn ban diéu gi
cho nguoi khac — ngay ca khi vi than d6 dang phan khich do udng qua
nhiéu ca phé. "That ra 1a c6 day," t6i néi. "Ong thdy khong, Setne bao toi
goi ong l1én dé chién dau vdi con ha ma, nhwng ma —"

"Oi, Setne!" Hapi cudi khiic khich va nghich ngom lay Setne. "Ta
ghét ga nay. Khinh han hét ¢! Han la tén phap sw duy nhat biét ngon nganh
vé bi danh ctia ta. Ha!"

Setne nhin vai. "That ra cling chang cé gi. Va t6i phai cong nhan, ho
xtra da nhiéu lan ong rat la hitu dung day."

"Ha ha!" Nu cudi cia Hapi rong choac oac. "Sao ma ta mudn bttt tay
bitt chan nha ngwoi ra qua, Setne. Sé vui lam day!"

Vé mat Setne van binh than nhw khong c6 gi, nhwng han tréi ra xa vi
than dang cwoi twoi &y mot chuit.

"Um, ma thdi," tdi néi. "Chiing t6i c6 mot van dé. Ching tdi can tim
mot cuén sach phép thuat dé danh bai Apophis. Setne dang dan chiing t6i
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dén tan tich thanh phé Memphis, nhung gid tau da v&. Ong c6 nghi —?"

"O!" Hapi v tay thich thi. "Ngay mai thé gidi sé tan diét. Ta quén
mat!"

Zia va t0i nhin nhau.

"Pung vay..." t6i ndi. "Cho nén, néu Setne cho 6ng biét noi chinh
xac, ong c6 thé dwa ching to6i dén dé khong? Véi lai, tm, con néu han
khong ndi cho dng biét, dng c6 thé bitt tay bitt chan han. Thé cling dwoc."

"Yay!" Hapi reo lén.

Setne ném t6i mGt cai nhin an twoi nudt song. "Vang, chac chan roi.
Chung ta dang trén duong dén serapeum — dén thoi Bo than Apis."

Hapi vo vO dau goi. "Lé ra ta phai biét mgi phai chit! D6 la noi tuyét
voi néu muén cat gidu thit gi. O rat xa trong dat lién, nhung dugc thdi, ta c6
thé dwa cac nguwoi dén do néu cau mudn thé. Ma cidu nay, Apophis phai
nhiéu tén ac quy suc sao khap bo song dy day. Cau sé khong bao gio dén
dwgc Memphis néu nhw khéng c6 sy gitip do cta ta dau. Cau sé bi xé ra lam
triéu manh!"

Ong ta dudng nhw that 1ong vui vé khi néi nhitng didu dé.

Zia tang hang. "Vay duoc roi. Chung t6i rat mong ong gitp do."

T6i quay qua con thuyén Nt hoang Ai Cap, LuGi Riu Vay Mau dang
ding & lan can dgi Iénh. "Thuyén tredng." toi goi, "ct dgi ¢ day va tiép tuc
stra thuyén di. Ching toi sé -"

"0, con tau c6 thé di luén ma!" Hapi ngit 15i. Khong c6 van dé gi ca."

T6i cau may. To6i khong hiéu vi than song nay lam cach nao dwa con
tau di, nhat 1a khi 6ng ta da n6i Memphis nam sau trong dat lién, nhung toi
quyét dinh khong hoi nita.

"Hoan lénh do lai, td6i noéi vdi thuyén treéng. "Con tau sé di cung
ching t6i. Khi dén Memphis, 6ng sé tiép tuc stra tau va dgi 1énh."

Thuyeén trwdng thoang do dw. Nhung roi han ta cling cui cai dau luoi
riu cua minh. "Xin tuan lénh, cau cha."

"Tuyét!" Hapi noi.
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Ong xo0e ban tay, trong d6 c6 hai qua cau den pht bun trong nhu tritng
ca. "Nuo6t di. Moi dita mot cai."

Zia nhan mii. "Cai gi vay?"

"Chting sé dwa c6 dén noi co6 mudn!" vi than khang dinh. "Ching la
thudc cta Hapi."

T6i chép mat. "Gi nita day?"

Hon ma Setne ting hang. Trong han nhu dang c6 kim khong cuoi.
"Phdi r6i, cau biét day. Hapi ché ra thuéc nay. Vay nén mdi cé tén nhu vay."

"Ct an di ma!" Hapi néi. "R6i cau sé thay."

Ngan nga ngan ngai, Zia va téi nudt 1dy vién thudc. Ching cé vi con
kinh khiing hon hinh dang bén ngoai. Ngay sau do, toi thdy chéng mat. Thé
gigi bong trd nén loe nhoe nhw trong lan nwdc.

"Rat vui khi gap co6 cau!" Hapi kéu lén, giong 0ng ta nghe dung duc
va xa x0i. "Hai nguwoi ding la cé biét hai ngudi dang chui vao bay roi, phai
khong? Puwoc roi! Chic may man!"

Dt 161, tam nhin t6i héa xanh va than minh t6i tan chdy thanh chat
long.
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12. BO MONG VOI TIA LA-DE

BI BIEN THANH CHAT LONG CHANG CO Gi THU VI. Tbi sé
chang bao gio c6 thé di ngang mot bién hiéu rao ban hang thanh ly ma
khong cam thay say song, cdm gidc nhv xwong c6t nhiin ra nhw bot san.

To6i biét nhitng diéu sap sita ndi ra nghe nhw mot mau tin khuyén cao
cong ching, nhung hdy canh bdo mdy dia tré & nha ban: néu ai d6 moi
dung thuoc ctaa Hapi, hay thang thitng no6i, "Khong!"

T6i cam thdy nhu minh tham vao dat lién qua 16p bun, di chuyén véi
toc do kinh hon. Khi dung phai bai cat néng, td6i boc hoi, bay lo ltrng trén
mat dat nhw mot lan hoi nwdc, bi gio thoi dat vé phia tdy vao sa mac. To6i
khong thé nhin thdy chinh xac, nhwng c6 thé cdm nhan sy di chuyén va hoi
néng. Tirng phan ti trong co thé t6i chay loan xa nhw bi mat trdi phan tan.

ROi bong nhiét do lai tut xuéng. Téi cam nhan dwgc mat da mat lanh
xung quanh minh — chac la mot hang dong hay mot khoang khéng ngam
dwéi dat nao d6. Toi nhung tu lai thanh ddm mady, réi roi nhw trat nwée
xuong nén, doan ding 1én c6 dac lai mot lan nita thanh hinh hai cta Carter
Kane.

Chiéu tiép theo la t6i khuyu goi xuéng nén sach bita an sang.

Zia ding canh toi, tay om bung. Hinh nhu ching toi dang ding giita
dwong ham dan vao mot khu mg. Bén dwdi la cac bac thang di sau vao bong
t0i. Vai mét trén kia, &nh mat trdi sa mac dang chéi loa.

"That la kinh khting," Zia thé hon hén.

T6i chi con biét gat dau. Gio t6i da hiéu hét bai gidang khoa hoc ma
cha c6 lan day to6i tai nha — vat chat ton tai & ba trang thdi: ran, long va khi.
Chi trong vai phut qua, to6i da trdi qua ca ba trang thai d6. Va thay chang
thich chut nao.

Setne hién ra ngay bén ngoai 16i ra vao, cudi vdi ching téi "Nay, lan
nay da tin toi chwa, hau sao?"

T6i nhé minh c6 ndi 16ng may dai bang tréi han dau, nhung tay han
gio dang tw do. Viéc do 1€ ra sé lam toi lo lang hon néu nhw t6i khong thay
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bu6n nén dén vay.

Zia va toi toan than w6t sting, 1am lem bun dat sau cudc 16i song Nile,
nhung Setne lai trong chin chu twom tat — quan jean 4o so mi i thang thém,
mai téc chai phong kiéu Elvis hoan hdo, d6i giay trang khong ti bui. Diéu
nay lam to6i ghét cay ghét dang dén noi, t6i ldo dao di ra phia 4nh nang va
non phot vao han. Khong may la bung t6i dang trong rong, va vi han la mot
hon ma, nén chang cé gi nhiéu xdy ra.

"Nay anh ban!" Setne vira néi vita chinh lai cai vong c6 chit ankh
bang vang, r6i vudt thang ao khoac. "T6n trong chut di, dwgc khong? Toi
vlra mdi gia an cho cau co ma."

"An 4?" t6i c6 nudt ngwgc vao cai vi kinh khing trong miéng. Ping
bao gio -"

"Khong bao gio 1a Hapi nita," Zia ti€p 10i. "Khong bao gio."

"Oi, thoi ndo!" Setne dang tay ra "Dé 1a mot chuyén di sudn sé co
ma! Nhin xem, ngay ca con thuyén cta cau ciing dén day dugc kia."

T6i nheo mat nhin. Chu yéu quanh ching t6i la sa mac phang 1i 16
nho da, nhu trén bé mat sao Hoa; nhung neo trén con cat gan do la con
thuyén N hoang Ai Cap cé doi chiut héng hoc. Pudi tau khong bi chay
nita, nhung con thuyén trong nhw bi hw héng nang hon sau chuyén di vira
r6i. Mot doan lan can bi gay. Mot 6ng khoéi nghiéng han trong rat nguy. Vi
ly do nao d6, m6t manh vy ca tron nhdt to dung dang mac trén buong hoa
tiéu nhu chiéc du lwgn bi rach toac.

Zia 1am bam, "Oi, troi dat thanh than Ai Cap oi- ditng néi dé 1a chiéc
kho ctia Hapi."

Thuyén tredng Ludi Riu Vay Mau dang ditng ngay miii tau nhin vé
phia ching t6i. Han chang biéu cam gi, vi c6 dau la lwGi riu ma, nhwng nhi
cai cach han khoanh tay, t6i c6 thé néi han khéng phai la doi nha ctia Hapi
duoc.

"Nguoi stra tau dugc khong?" Téi héi han.
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"Pugc, thwa cau chd," han rung rung dap. "Cho toi vai gio di. Co
diéu, chung ta hinh nhi dang mac can ngay giita sa mac.

Chuyén dé sau rdi hdng hay, t6i néi. "Gid cit lo stra tau truge da. O
day cho chang t6i trd lai. Khi ddy ngwoi sé nhan thém 1énh sau.

"Tuan lénh." Ludi Riu Vay Mdau quay lai bat dau rung rung vao dam
thiy tha doan cau Itra bang thit ngon ngir toi khong hiéu dugce. Bon thay thu
nhon nhéo bat tay vao viéc.

Setne mim cwdi "Thay chwa, moi viéc déu tot dep!”

"Trwr viéc ching ta sap hét thoi gian." T6i nhin 1én mat trgi. Toi doan
gi® nay chac tam mot hai gio chiéu, trong khi con nhiéu thit phai lam truéc
khi Ngay tan thé xdy ra vao sang mai. "Puwong ham nay dan téi dau?
Serapeum la gi? Sao Hapi bdo rang no la céi bay?"

"Nhiéu cau héi qua, " Setne dap 16i. "Thoi nao, di di roi biét. Roi cau
sé thay thich noi nay thoi."

Nhung t6i chang thich noi nay chit nao.

Cac bac thang dan xu6éng mot cai sanh rong dwgc duc tr da moéng
vang. Tran nha hinh vom rat thap, t6i cé thé cham tay ma khong can vdi.
T6i nhan thdy chac chan da tirng c6 vai nha khao c6 dén day, bang chitng la
may cai bong dén khong chéa dang hat béng doc theo may cdi ctra to vo.
Nhitng cay cot bang kim loai giang chong twong, nhwng vét nit trén tran
nha khién t6i thay khong an toan. Toi chwa tirng thay thodi mai trong khong
gian khép kin ca.

Ct cach quang hon chin mét lai c6 mdt cai héc twong vudng mé 1én
madt nay hoac mat kia ctia sanh chinh. Trong moi hoc dit mot cai quach
khong gia do bang da.

Sau khi di qua quan tai thit tw, toi dirng lai héi "May cai quan tai nay
qua lén so v6i nguoi thuong. Co gi trong do?"

"Bo," Setne binh than tra 10i

IIHé"‘)H
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Tiéng cuwoi cia Setne vang vang ca sanh. Néu cé con quai vat nao
dang ngu noi day, thi lic nay chiing sé day hét ngay.

"Pay la ham md danh cho Bo mong Apis." Setne khoa tay quanh
khap véi vé day tw hao. "Chinh t6i xay nén tat ca cai nay, cau biét day, khi
toi con la Hoang tit Khaemwaset."

Zia duva tay doc theo ndp quan tai da mau trang. "Bo than Apis. T6
tién toi cho rang Bo Apis la hién than ctia Than Osiris & c0i tran."

"Cho rang ha?" Setne khit mdi khinh miét. "B6 1a hién than ctia 6ng
dy ddy bé con. ft nhat 1a mét vai Ian — nhw may dip 18 hdi gi gi day. Thoi
ddy bon t6i coi trong than bo Apis lam."

Han v6 vé chiéc quan tai nhuw dang khoe mot chi€c xe dung roi.
"Nhéc ranh nay ay a? N6 da c6 mot cudc doi that tuyét. Pwgc an thit. Co ca
mot hau cung bo céi, c6 do cling té, c6 cd mot miéng vai 16t lwng dac biét
bang vang — du thit bong 16c. M6i nam chi phai chwdng mat ra cho nguoi ta
vai lan tron vai dip 1é 16n. Nam han tron hai mwoi lam tudi, né bi giét di
trong nghi thitc quan trong, duwgc wdp xac nhw mot vi vua va dat nam & day.
Sau dé c6 con khac thay thé. Nghe hay day chit."

"Bi giét nam hai lam tudi," t6i n6i. "Nghe tuyét nhi."

T6i khong biét cé bao nhiéu con bo wép xac dang nam doc theo 16i di
kia, ma cting chang mu6n tim hiéu. T6i chi mudén ditng ngay day, noi toi
van con c6 thé nhin thdy 16i ra vao va 4nh sang mit trdi bén ngoai. "A, vay
sao noi nay dugc goi la — 1a gi ay nhi?"

"Serapeum." Zia tiép 10i. Gwong mat c6 ngdi 1én anh sang vang — cé
1é chi 1a mdy cai bong den phan chiéu trén da, nhung trong nhw c6 dang toa
sang. "Sw phu luc trwde cua toi, Iskanda — 6ng dy da ké cho toi nghe vé noi
nay. Bo Apis la con thuyén ché than Osiris. Thoi sau ngudi ta gop chung
hai cdi tén thanh Osiris-Apis. Roi ngudi Hy Lap rit gon thanh Serapis."

Setne cuwdi khay. "Bon Hy Lap ngu ngoc. Tién vao lanh tho ching ta.
Tiép quan than thanh cta chiing ta. N6i cho c6 cau hay nay, téi chang wa gi
bon dé ca. Nhung phai roi, moi chuyén da xdy ra nhw vay day. Noi nay tré
thanh dugc biét nhw 1a mot serapeum — nha cho nhitng than bo da chét.
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Riéng doi vai toi, toi mudn goi noi nay la Pai twéng niém mot troi tuyét
diéu cia Khaemwaset", nhuwng cha toi lai khng dong y.

"Cha nguoi a?" toi ngac nhién.

Setne lang tranh cau héi. Du sao thi, tdi gidu quyén Sach cda than
Thoth duwdi nay trudce lic t6i chét, vi toi biét sé khong ai ma lai quiy qua
chon nay. Cau han phdi la ké dién sui-bot-mép m@i dam 16i théi vGi ham
mo bo Apis thiéng liéng."

"Hay nhi." Bat chot t0i c6 cam giac nhw minh dang bién tré lai thanh
chat l6ng.

Zia cau may nhin hon ma. "Ping néi la — nguoi gidu quyén sach
trong mot trong nhitng c6 quan tai nay, cung véi mot con bo dwoc wdp xac,
va con bo sé hoi sinh néu ching ta quay ray no a?"

Setne nhay mét v6i c6. "O, t6i con lam hay hon thé nhiéu ddy chit, bé
cung. Mdy tay khdo c6 da phat hién ra phan nay ctia khu mo." Han khoa tay
vé may bong dén dién va cot giang chong bang kim loai. "Nhwng t6i mudn
sé dan cac ngwoi lam mot chuyén xem hau truong."”

Khu ham md nhv kéo dai bat tan. Hanh lang chia ra nhiéu huwéng
khac nhau, huéng nao cling chay doc theo hang day quan tai bo thiéng. Sau
khi xuéng mét doan déc dai, ching t6i chui vao mét 16i di bi mat sau mot
bttc twong ao.

O bén kia bitc twdng, khong hé cé dén dién, cling khong co cot gidng
kim loai dé chong d& vom tran nitt. Zia nhém I¥a trén dau cay trugng va
dot sach mang nhén trén vom tran. dau chan ching toi 1a vét tich duy nhat
trén nén ham.

"Gan dén chwa?" t6i hoi.

Setne chac lwdi. "Chi vira bat dau thoi."

Han dan ching t6i di sdu hon vao mé cung. Thinh thoang, han dirng
lai dé vo hiéu héa may cai bay bang 16i 1énh hay cham tay vao. D6i khi han
dé toi lam — ci¥ n6i rang vi han da chét khong thé doc than chi — du t6i cé
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cam giac rang han nghi néu to6i that bai va mat mang thi sé buon cuwdi lam
thay.

"Sao ma nguoi chi c6 thé cham vao thit nay ma khong phai thit khac
vay?" Toi hoi. "Duong nhe nguoi c6 mot thit kha nang chon loc cling hay
day nhi."

Setne nhun vai. "Anh ban a, t6i khong tao ra quy luat & thé gigi linh
hon. Bon t6i c6 thé cham vao tién bac hay trang sitc. Con lwgm rac hay tay
mdy may tht miii gido c6 doc thi khong. Bon tdi phai chita may viéc do
ban dé cho ngudi song."

Moi lan bay bi vo hiéu, nhitng chit twong hinh dwgc an giau lai sang
1én r6i tan bién. C6 lic ching t6i phai nhdy qua may cai ho dét ngot mé ra
trén san, hodc voi quay di khi dot nhién tr vom tran tén ban xudng nhuw
mua. R6i hinh vé cac vi than va pharaoh bong nhdy ra khéi vach twong,
bién thanh linh canh ma quai, r6i tan di. Su6t quang dwong di, Setne c®
luén miéng binh pham.

"L&i nguyén do6 cé thé khién ban chan cau thoi rita ra," han giai thich.
"Cai nay a? No goi vé mot 6 ran. Con cai nay — 6i troi. Pay la mot trong
nhitng 10i nguyén wa thich ctia t6i. N6 sé bién cau thanh ngudi lun! Toi ghét
mady tén lun loat choat do."

Toi nhan mat. Setne con lun hon toi, nhung thoi, toi mdc ke.

"No6i that nhé," Setne tiép tuc, "Cau may man lam mdi c6 t6i di cung
day, cau nhoc a. Ch khong thi lic nay 4, cdu da la mot thang lun khong
chan bi ran can khap nguoi roi day. Ma cau lai chwa kinh qua chuyén toi té
nhat dau! Ngay 16i nay."

T6i khong hiéu lam thé nao Setne nh@ hét biét bao chi tiét sau ngan
dy nam, nhung ro rang han rat tw hao vé khu ham mo. C6 1€ han rat hirng
tha khi dat ra may cai bay kinh khing dé giét ké nao dam xam nhap.

Chung t6i lai ré xuéng mét hanh lang khac. San nha lai déc xudng.
Vom tran thap sat rat lam t6i phdi di lom khom. T6i c6 té ra binh thwong,
nhung that sy dang cam thay kho thé. Nhitng gi t6i c6 thé nghi dén la hang
tan da dang lo Ittng trén dau minh kia, chyc chd d6 ap xudng bat ¢ Itic nao.
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Zia nam tay t6i. Buwong ham rat hep, ching to6i phdi di hang mot;
nhung toi ngoai nhin Zia.

"On ch#?" t6i hoi.

Zia cam lang néi qua khuén miéng: Coi chirng han.

T6i gat dau. Du la cai bay nao ma Hapi da canh bao chiing t6i, t6i c6
cam giac chung toi chwa dung phai dau, mac cho ching toi bi bao quanh
toan la bay. Ching t6i dang tro troi noi day véi mot hon ma sat nhan, sau
tham duwéi long dat trong lanh dia cua han. T6i khéng con thanh khopesh
nita chit. Chang r6 vi sao ma toi lai khong thé triéu hoi thanh kiém tw Coi
Am. R6i tdi ciing khong thé goi 1én hinh hién than chién binh trong dudng
ham chat hep nhu thé nay. Néu Setne gid que, cac lwa chon cho t6i han ché.

Cudi cung thi dwong ham cling mé rong ra. Ching t6i dén mot ngo
cut — mot bic twong co hai birc twgng cua cha toi ditng hai ben... y toi la
twgng than Osiris.

Setne quay lai. "Okay, mau chét la & day nay cac co6 cac cau. Toi sap
thwe hién mot cau thao than chii dé mé birc twong nay. Sé phai mat vai phut.
T6i khong muodn nita chirng thi cac c6 cau phat hoang 1én ma tréi toi trong
md& ruy bang hong dau, nhw vay thi moi viéc cang t6i té hon. Ngay day ma
doc than chu dé dang ay a, toan bo dwong ham nay sé do sup 1én dau ching
ta mat."

T6i c6 kim khong thét Ién nhw mét co bé — suyt chiit 1a hét 1én that.

Zia don ngon lira trén chiéc gay minh thanh sang trang néng rat. "Can
than day, Setne. Ta biét mot cau thdo than chd ding kiéu nghe nhw thé nao.
Néu ta ma nghi ngo nguwoi dang ém cai gi khac, ta sé dot nguoi ra tro ngay
lap tuc."

"Binh tinh nao, c6 bé." Setne bé bé may khdp tay. Hai chiéc nhan kim
cwong hong lap lanh trong anh Itra. "Cé hay kiém soat con bo hung do truée
da, néu khong c6 ngay chinh c6 sé bi thiéu rui."

T6i nhiu may. "Bo hung nao?"
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Setne hét nhin Zia lai nhin t6i r6i pha 1én cwdi. "Nghia la c6 ta chua
ké cho cau nghe sao? Va cau cling chua hiéu ra gi hét a? Pam nhéc may co
mdy cau ngay nay! Ta yéu céi sy thiéu hiéu biét d6 qua chtrng!"

Han quay qua bitc twong va bat dau doc chi. Ngon Ira trén dau
tregng Zia diu lai thanh mau do. To6i nhin c6 dy do héi.

Zia tan ngan — roi cham tay 1én c6. trudc day co dy dau c6 deo vong
cO. t6i biét chac ma. Nhuwng khi Zia cham vao c6, mot bua ho mang nhap
nhdy xuat hién — mét con bo hung mau vang 6ng anh trén sgi day chuyén
vang. Han Zia da gidu con bo hung bang buia an — mot loai cha do giac
giong nhu cach Setne an may Dai bang Hathor.

Con bo trong nhw dwgc lam bang kim loai, nhuwng t6i nhan ra minh da
tirng thay noé trwdc day, va nhin thdy khi n6é van con song. Nhé lai lic than
Ra giam Apophis du6i Dia Nguc, than da dé lai mot phan hon ctia minh —
Khepri, hién than ctia than Ra vao budi sang, dwdi hinh dang mdt con bi
hung day dia mat troi — dé giam giit ké thu cta minh. Than da chén
Apophis dwéi mot nii trung trung diép diép bo song.

Mua xuan nam ngoai ldc toi va Sadie phat hién ra nha tu do, hang
triéu con bo hung da chét kho vé. Khi Apophis thoat ra, chi con duy nhat
mot con bo hung vang song s6t: manh tan cudi cung cia sttc manh Khepri.

Than Ra da tirng tim cach nuot con bo do. (Vang, hoi bi tém. Toi biét
chit.) Nhung vi khong thé lam dwgec... nén than tang né cho Zia.

T6i khong nhé 1a Zia da nhan con bg, nhung du sao thi t6i cling biét
chiéc bua ho ménh kia chinh la con bo do.

"Zia-"

Nhung Zia lac dau that kién quyét. "Dé sau da."

CoO ra hiéu vé phia Setne, dang thuc hién cau chu.

Puoc thoi, gio khong phai la lic dé néi chuyén. Toéi khong mudn ca
dwong ham do sup xudng dau. Nhung gio tam tri toi dang rdi boi.

Cau cling chwra hiéu ra gi hét a? Setne da choc titc toi.
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T6i biét than Ra rat thich Zia. C6 ludn la nguwoi gitt tré dugc than yéu
quy nhat. Setne c6 dé cap chuyén Zia dang gap van dé véi viéc kiém soat
dwgc tinh néng gian. Lao gia dang nhap vao co, han da bao thé. Va than Ra
da cho Zia con bo d6 — néi cach khac chinh 1a mo6t phan linh hon cuaa than —
nhw thé Zia la ni tw t€ bac cao nhat... hodc thdm chi la mot nguwdi quan
trong hon thé.

Puong ham bong rung chuyén. Ngo cut bién thanh tro bui, dé 10 ra
mot can phong phia trudc.

Setne li€c vé phia ching t6i cwdi mim. "Dén gig biéu dién roi, may
nhoc."”

Chung t6i theo han vao can phong hinh tron khién t6i nh¢ dén thw
vién & Nha Brooklyn. Nén nha kham hinh con s6ng va bai c6 14p lanh. Trén
cac vach twong, tranh cac thay tuw té dang dung hoa va khan trum dau trang
diém cho may con bo, chuan bi cho mot 1é hoi nao do, trong khi nguoi Ai
Céap co6 dai dang vay la co va lac mot loai nhac khi bang dong duwoc goi la
sistrum. Vom tran vé hinh than Osiris dang ngoi trén ngai, phan xét linh
hon qua mot con bo. Trong mét thoang nghi ngd ngan, toi thac mac khong
biét liéu con quai thi Ammit c6é ngau nghién qua tim ctia may con bo xau
xa hay khong, hay né6 c6 thich vi thit bo khong nhi.

Ngay chinh gitta phong, sitng trén cai bé hinh quan tai, la bitc twong
bo than Apis kich thwdc nhw that. né dugc tac tir da den — chac la bazan —
nhung dwgc cham tré khéo dén do trong that nhu song. P6i mat né dudng
nhw cham cham doi theo t6i. Toan than né den 6ng trit mot vién kim cwong
trang nho nhé truedc ngue, con lwng phu mét tim meén vang dwgc théu cat
thanh hinh d6i canh chim wng. Gitta hai sttng n6 la chiéc dia Frisbee bang
vang — la vwong mién dia mat trdi. bén dwdi ddy, nho ra tir trdn bo mong
nhw mot sirng ky 1an udn éo, 1a mét con ran hd mang dang ngéc dau.

Néu la cach ddy mot nam co6 1€ t6i sé noéi "Trong ky quai that, nhung
du sao cting chi 1a mot bitc twgng. Nhung dén nay thi téi da nhiéu lan chién
dau vdi cac bic twgng Ai Cap song lai va c6 dam nat phan ankh khéi nguai
toi lam roi.
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Setne trong chang cé vé gi lo lang. Han thong tha dén bén bic twong
bo bang da ma vo nhe vao chan né. Dén thiéng tho than Apis! Ta xay can
phong nay chi danh cho ta va nhitng thay tw t€ duwgc chon. Gig ching ta chi
can cho doi thoi."

"Cho cai gi?" Zia hoi. La mot cd gai thong minh, Zia dang chi lang
vang ngay ctta ham vdéi toi.

Setne kiém tra cai dong ho vo hinh. "Sé khong lau dau. Kiéu nhu mot
loai canh gio thoi ma. Vao di nao! Ty nhién thodi mai di chu!”

Toi nhich vao trong. Cho doi rang cach ctra sé hién ra bit lai phia sau
ching t6i, nhung cira vao van md. "Nguoi chic la quyén sach van ¢ day
cha?"

"Tat nhién r6i." Setne di vong quanh twgng bo, kiém tra cai bé. "Toi
chi can phdai nhé tdm nao trén cai buc nay sé mad ra thoi. Cau biét day, trudc
day t6i da muon lam toan bd can phong nay bang vang co. Nhu thé sé dinh
hon nhiéu. nhung cha t6i da cat gidm ngan sach."

"Cha nguwoi." Zia nhich lai va luén tay nam lay tay t0i, toi khong dé y
gi dau. Soi day chuyén véi con bo hung séng 1ap lanh trén c6 Zia. "Y nguoi
la Ramses Dai Bé?"

Khoée miéng Setne nhéch 1én thanh nu cwdi mia mai tan nhan. "Vang,
day la cai tén ddam PR muon phong danh cho 6ng dy. T6i 4, t6i thich goi ong
la Ramses Dé Nhi, hodc la Ramses S6 Hai."

"Ramses ha?" T6i kinh ngac. "Cha nguoi la Ramses Pai Bé ay ddy
ha?"

To6i nghi chac 1a minh chwa hinh dung ra lam sao ma Setne lai c6 cho
trong lich st Ai Cap. Trong cai ga nhé th6 gay go vdi mau téc bong nhan,
trong chiéc 4o khoac don vai, deo sgi day chuyén 10 lang, t6i khong thé tin
duwgc han lai c6 ma6i lién hé véi mot ké tri vi noi tiéng dén thé. Con té hon
nita, nhw thé c6 nghia la han c6 lién hé véi chinh t6i, vi ho ngoai cta toi bat
nguon phap luat tir dong déi Ramses Pai Dé.
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(Sadie ndi n6 thay cé nét gia dinh hao hao gitta Setne va t6i day chi.
[Cam mom di Sadie.])

Toi nghi Setne chang thich thu gi vé kinh ngac cua t6i. Han héch
chiéc miii khoam ctia minh 1én trgi. "Cau nén hiéu cam giac la nhw thé nao,
Carter Kane a - 16n lén dudi cai bong ctia ngudi cha noi tiéng. Lic nao cling
phai song theo huyén thoai ctia 6ng. Nhin cau kia, con trai cta Tién si Julius
Kane noi tiéng. Cudi cung thi cau tao duwgc tén tudi cho minh nhw la mot
phap su xuat chiing, con cha cau thi sao? Ong 4y ra di va tré thanh mot vi
than."

Setne cwoi lanh lung. Trwdc day t6i chua ti'ng mot lan oan gian cha
minh; luén cam thay that tuyét khi dwgc la con trai ctia Tién si Kane. Nhung
nhitng 16i ctia Setne nhu dang de nang 1én t6i, va con gian bat dau dang 1én
trong 16ng ngurc.

Han dang dua gion véi cau day, giong Horus vong trong tai toi.

T6i biét Horus no6i ding, nhung diéu d6 cling chang lam t6i thay kha
hon.

"Cuon sach & dau, Setne?" t6i héi. "Chan chur thé du roi."

"Pirng néng voi, anh ban. Sé khong 1au dau." Han ngwdc nhin bic
tranh than Osiris trén tran. "Ong ta day 16i! Anh chang da xanh. Néi cho
cau hay nay, Carter, cau va téi c6 nhiéu diém twong dong lam. Toi cling
khong thé di dén dau trong dat nwdc Ai Cap nay ma khong phai khong nhin
thdy hinh cha minh. Ngbi dén Abu Simbel v? Noi d6 nguwdi cha Ramses
dang nhin xudng ta — c6 dén bon birc twgng, moi birc twgng cao 22 mét.
That 1a mot con 4c mong. Mot nita s6 dén thd & Ai Cap nay a? Ong ta da
cho xay nén ching réi dung twgng minh trong dy. Cé gi dang ngac nhién
khi t6i muon trd thanh phap sw vi dai nhat thé giéi dau?" Han wdn nguc day
tw hao "Va t6i cling da lam dugc diéu do. Diéu téi khong hiéu, Carter Kane
a, la tai sao cau van chwa 1én lam pharaoh. Cau c6 Horus bén canh, dang
néng long khat khao quyén Iyc. Cau nén hgp nhat véi than di, tré thanh vi
vua cua thé gidi, va a..." Han vo vao twgng bo Apis. "Nam bo hay nam
bang strng."
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Han ding day, Horus bdo. Tén nguwdi pham nay c6 dau 6c nhi.

Quyeét dinh di cht, t6i kéu ca.

"Carter, dirng nghe han." Zia néi. "Setne, du ngwoi dang dinh lam gi
di nita — ngtrng lai di. Ngay di."

"T6i dinh lam gi ch? Nay, c6 bé —"

"Pung goi ta la co bé!" Zia noi.

"E, t6i vé phe c6 cau ma," Setne hita hen. "Quyén sich dang & ngay
day, ben trong cai bé. Ngay khi con bo ctr dong —"

"Con bo ctr dong ha?" toi hoi lai.

Setne nheo mat. "Chang phai t6i da néi r6i sao? Toi ldy y twdng nay
tir ky 1é ma thdi xwa bon t6i tirng c6, Lé hoi Sed. Cuc ky vui! Cau da tirng
tham gia 1é hoi bo rugt &, dau ay nhi, & Tay Ban Nha ay?"

"Pamplona," t6i dap. Lai thém mot lan song phan nd dang trao trong
long. Cha t6i tirng mot lan dan t6i dén Pamploma, nhwng 6ng khéng cho
phép t6i xuéng duwong khi may con bo chay qua cac day phd. Ong cho réng
qua nguy hiém — lam nhw cudc doi bi mat cua 6ng la mot phap sw thi khong
nguy hiém bang ay.

"Pung roi, Pamplona," Setne gat gu. "Cau c6 biét truyén thong do bat
dau tir dau khong? Tww Ai Cap. Céc vi pharaoh phdi thuc hién nghi thic
chay dua do6 dé chitng té quyén luc ciia mot ditc vua, chitng té sitc manh, dé
dwgc cac than phu ho - ba cai thit tap nham ay ddy. Thoi sau, n6 chi con la
mot tro choi, chang c6 gi nguy hiém. Nhung lic méi dau thi nguy hiém that
sw. Chi c6 song hodc chét."

Ngay khi Setne néi tir chét, birc twgng bo bat dau chuyén dong. N6
khé nhoc dudi chan. Poan né cii dau xuéng réi nhin cham cham vao t6i,
thg phi ra mot dam bui.

"Setne!" T0i vGi ray rit kiém, tat nhién kiém dau cé dé. "Dung cai
thit kia lai di, bang khong ta sé quan nguoi tirc thi —"

"0, t6i sé khong l1am thé dau," Setne canh béo. "Nay, tdi 1a ngudi duy
nhat c6 thé 14y cuén sach 1én ma khong bi chirtng muwdi sdu 16i nguyén khac
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nhau tap cho day."

Chiéc dia mat trgi & giita hai chiéc sitng bong sang 1én. Con ran ho
mang ngay tredc tran bat dau uén minh, rit Ién va khe ra Itra.

Zia rut diia phép ra. La toi twdng twong hay sao, hay vi con bo trén c6
Zia ciing bat dau pha hoi ay nhi? "Dwng ngay con vat do6 lai, Setne. Néu
khong ta thé sé -"

"T6i khong thé, c6 bé a. Xin 16i nhé." Han nhan rang cuwdi véi chiing
toi tir phia sau bé da cua con bo. Trong han chang c6 vé gi la héi 16i ca.
"Pay la m6t phan trong hé thong bdo vé dy ma, thay khong? Néu mudn lay
quyén sach, c6 cau phai danh lac hwéng con bo lira né ra khoéi day, trong khi
toi m& cai bé nay ra va ldy cuodn sach cua than Thoth. To6i hoan toan tin
twdng hai ngwoi day."

Con bo cao cao xudéng bé da roi nhdy phéng dén. Zia kéo toi lui ra
hang lang.

"Pung thé day!" Setne kéu lén. "Giong nhu 1é hoi Sed. Hay chitng
minh nguoi xing dang vai veong mién pharaoh di nhoc con. Chay hodc
chét!"

Con bo lao vao tan cong.

Néu gio c6 thanh guwom thi hay biét mady. hodc do choang cung gido
ctia dau si bo tét cling dwgc. Hay mot khau sung treong. Nhung khong, gio
toi va Zia phai chay tré ra khu hdm mo va nhanh chéng nhan ra minh bi lac.
Dé cho Setne dan ching t6i vao mé cung that la mét y nghi ngu ngoc. Lé ra
toi nén dé lai vai mau banh mi trén duong di, hoac danh dau 1én twong bang
chit twgng hinh hay th gi do.

To6i mong sao dwong ham nay hep qua nén bo mdng Apis sé chay
khong lot. C6 duge may thé dau. Toi nghe tiéng twong da do am am sau
lueng khi con bo hung huc lao t6i. Nhuwng c6 mot am thanh khac tham chi toi
con khong thich hon — mdt tiéng am w that tram r6i mot tiéng ndé vang 1én.
To6i khong biét am thanh dé 1a gi, nhung ci¢ chay cho nhanh trede da.
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Chung t6i han da chay qua ca ta sanh. Moéi sanh chita khoang hai
muoi hay ba muoi quan tai. That chang tin n6i dwdi nay lai c6 dén bao
nhiéu bo Apis duwgc wdp xac dén thé - tinh ra cad hang thé ky bo. Phia sau
ching t6i, anh ban quai thu bang d4 vira rong 1én vira chay sam sap qua
dwong ham.

T6i ngodai nhin phia sau mot lan ma thdy hoi han ngay. Con bo dang
tién gan rat nhanh, con con ran trén tran né van dang phun Itra.

"Loi nay!" Zia kéu lén.

Co ay kéo to6i xuéng mot hanh lang phu. Xa xa & phia cudi duwong
ham c6 cai gi d6 nhw anh sdng dang tran ngap 16i ra vao. Ching t6i phong
dén day.

T6i dang cau mong d6 la 16i ra. Thay vao day, ching t6i lai trugt nga
voa mot can phong hinh tron khac. Khong co twgng bo ¢ gitta phong, thay
c6 bon quan tai bang da rat 16n dat chung quanh. Hinh vé trén twong khac
hoa thién dwong ctia bo — bo dwgc cho an, bo choi dua trén dong cé, bo
duge con ngudi ngu ngde bé nhé thd phung. Anh sdng mit troi dang chiéu
vao mot duwong thong nho trén vom tran, khodng gan bay mét phia trén. Tia
nang doé chiéu xuyén qua khoang khong day bui, soi thang xudng chinh
gitta san nhw anh dén san khau, nhung that khong c6 cach nao ching téi cé
thé dung ong thong d6 ma thoat ra dugc. Ngay ca khi t6i bién thanh chim
wng thi 16i thong do van rat hep, va lai t6i sé khong bé Zia mot minh.

"Puwong cung," Zia noi.

"HRUUUUFFFF!" Bo mdng Apis hién ra ngay 16i vao, chan duong
thoat ctia chuing t6i. Con ran hé mang trang tri nén ctia no rit 1én.

Ching t6i 1ui vao can phong dén khi ditng ngay cho tia nang am. Néu
phai chét & day thi that 1a nghiét ngd, bi mac ket dwéi hang ngan tdn da
nhing van c6 thé nhin thdy anh mat troi.

Con bo gio chan cao xudng san. N6 tién 1én mot budc, réi lwdng I,
nhu thé tia nang dang qudy ray no.
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"C6 1€ t6i nbi chuyén duwge vdi no," téi ndi. "Bo Apis c6 moi lién hé
v&i than Osiris ma, dung khong?"

Zia nhin t6i nhu t6i 1a mot thang khung — ma ding la khung that —
nhung t6i chang con y nao hay hon.

Co can san diia phép va gdy. "To6i sé yém trg cho cau."

Toi budc tdi trede con quai vat va chia doi tay khong ra. "Bo ngoan.
Ta la Carter Kane. Than Osiris la cha cta ta, dai loai nhr vay. Nguwoi nghi
sao néu chung ta ngirng chién va —"

Con ran pha Itta vao mat toi.

Co6 1€ ngon lira da bién t6i thanh Carter nwéng gion néu Zia khong
quat l1én 101 1énh. Trong khi t6i loang choang lui lai, cdy gay cua Zia thu lay
dot lra pha, hut ngon Itta vao trong nhu cai may hut bui. Co chém diia phép
vung 1én khong trung, thé 1a mot birc twong lira do lung linh bung 1én bao
quanh con bo Apis. Nhung that khong may, con bo chi ding yén do trung
mat nhin ching t6i, khong chit suy chuyén.

Zia nguyén rua. "Hinh nhw bon minh lam vao thé b€ tac véi phép
thuat Itta mat roi."

Con bo ha doi sttng xudng.

Bén nang than chién tranh trong t6i n6i day. "Nap vao!"

Zia lao qua mot bén. T6i lao qua bén kia. Chiéc dia mat troi ctia bo
mong bong sang ruc va phat ra tiéng am W, réi ban ra tia sang vang vao
ngay cho ching t6i tirng ditng. T6i chi kip chay dén ndp sau mot c6 quan
tai. Quan ao toi boc khoéi. D€ giay t6i tan chay. Cho tia nhiét vira ban tdi,
nén nha bong héa den si va soi suc, nhu thé nén da vira dat do soi.

"B0 ma c6 tia la-de 4?" T6i phan d6i. "Bat cong qua di!"

"Carter!" Zia goi vong tit phia kia can phong. "Cau khong sao day
chi?"

"Chung ta phai chia ra!" Toi hét len. "T¢ sé danh lac hwdng no. Cau
thoat khoi day!"

"Cai gi? Khong!"
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Con bo quay qua phia c6 tiéng néi ctia Zia. T6i phai hanh dong that
nhanh.

Hinh hién than cua t6i sé khong lgi ich gi lam trong khong gian kin
nhw noi nay, nhung t6i can sitc manh va téc do caa bi than chién tranh. Toi
goi Ién sitc manh cia Horus. Anh sang xanh chép 1de quanh t6i. T6i cam
thay lan da tré nén day nhw thép, co bap manh mé nhuw pit-téng thay luc.
T6i vion trén doi chan, dam manh vao quan tai, bién ching thanh mot dong
da vun va bui xac wép. To6i nhdt 1ay cai nap quan tai — mot tdm khién da
ndng hon trdm ky — r6i lao dén tan cong con bo mong.

T6i dam sam vao con bo. Bang cach nao ddy ma t6i tru lai duoc,
nhung lam vay da tiéu tan hét sach sitc manh phép thuat cua t6i. Con bo
gam lén roi ddy manh. Con ran h6 mang trén tran né lién tuc pha Itta cudon
1én dinh tdm khién da.

"Zia, ra khoi day ngay!" toi hét len.

"To6i khong bo cau lai dau!"

"Cau phai di! T6i khong thé -"

Long tay t6i dung ding ca 1én trude khi téi nghe tiéng am w. Tam
khién da cta t6i tan bién trong tia chdp vang sang loa, toi té ngtra, dung vao
mot quan tai khac.

Canh vat trvdc mat t6i mo di. Toi nghe tiéng Zia thét 1én. Khi nhin 1o
trd lai, téi thdy Zia ditng ngay gitta phong, anh nang bao quanh than minh,
dang thuwc hién mot cau chi ma t6i khong nhan ra la gi. Co kéo suw chd y cta
con bo vé phia minh, chac vay méi gitr dwgc mang cho t6i. Nhung trude khi
toi kip kéu lén thi con bo da nham chiéc dia mat troi r6i ban mot tia sang
cwe néng thang vao Zia.

"Khong!" toi thét 1én.

Anh sang chéi loa. Hoi néng hut can 6- xy khéi buoéng phoi. Zia
khong thé nao séng sét sau cti danh do.

Nhung khi anh sang d6 mo dan, Zia van ding day. Bao boc xung
quanh c6 la mot tdim chan 16n dang ruc chay c6 hinh dang nhw... nhuw 16p
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vé bo hung. D6i mat Zia ryc 1én 4nh lta mau cam. Lira dang xody tron
quanh c6 dy. C6 nhin thang vao con bo va néi vGi mot giong tram sac ma
toi chac chan khong phai giong Zia: "Ta la Khepri, la mat troi dang moc. Ta
sé khong bi choi tw."

Chi sau do t6i mdi nhan ra Zia dang néi tiéng Ai Cap co.

Co vung tay ra. Mot tia sdng nhuw sao ch6i nhé bay vut vao bo Apis
lam con quai vat boc chdy, quay dau ro6i dam chan, thét nhién thodng hot.
Chéan né khuyu xudng. N6 doé sup, v& vun thanh mot déng d6 nat boc khéi
nghi ngut.

Céan phong bong nhién im ang. T6i sg khong dam nhtc nhich. Zia van
ding trong vong Ittra, dwong nhu ngon Itta tréd nén néng hon — tir sac vang
chuyén sang sac trang. Co6 ditng yén nhw dang nhap dinh. Con bo hung trén
cd c0 ro rang dang pha khoi.

"Zia!" Tim t6i nén thinh thich, nhung t6i ciing gang guwong ding day.

Co0 quay qua t6i roi nang mot qua cau Itra khac 1én.

"Zia, khong!" Toi kéu lén. "La toi day. Carter day!"

Co do du. "Carter...?" Nét mat co chuyén sang trang thai phan van,
roi so hdi. Anh Iita mau cam trong mét c6 diu dan, r6i c6 dé sup xudng nén
dat trong anh nang bao boc.

To6i voi chay dén bén Zia. T6i dinh x6c ¢6 1én, nhung da c6 néng dén
do khong thé cham vao. Con bo vang da dé lai mot vét béng xau xi trén co
Zia.

"Nuwdc," toi tw nha tham. "Minh can nuéce."

Toi chwa bao gio thong thao cac tir than thanh cd, nhung t6i budt
miéng kéu lén: "Maw!"

Biéu twgng hién 1én trén dau ching toi.

Ca chuc mét khoi nwdc bong xuat hién tir khong trung va do6 ao
xuong. Mat Zia boc khoéi. Co ho sac sua va phun phi nwéc ra, nhung van
khong tinh lai. Co6 nhw dang sot rat cao.

"T6i sé mang cau ra khoi day," t6i ty nhu, roi nhac Zia lén tay.
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T6i chang can dén sitc manh ctia Horus. Luwgng andrenalin rat 16n
dang ran rat trong nguoi toi, t6i nhuw khong cam thay dugc bao vét thuwong
trén ngwoi minh. T6i chay vut qua ca Setne khi han di ngang t6i trong sanh.

"Nay, anh ban!" Setne d6i hwéng va chay bén canh t6i, tay vay vay
cudn gidy céi day cop. "Lam t6t lam! T6i da 1dy dwgc cudn Sach cda than
Thoth roi nay!"

"Suyt chut nita ngwoi da giét Zia!" t6i quat. "Pua bon ta ra khoi day —
NGAY!"

"Pugc roi, duwgc roi," Setne noéi. "Binh tinh nao."

"Ta sé dan nguwoi vé phong xtr cua cha ta," t6i gam lén. "Chinh tay ta
sé tong nguwoi xuong hong Ammit, nhw tdng mot canh cdy vao mdy bam
g0."

"Oi 6ng 16n." Setne dan t6i 1én hang lang déc va tré lai dwdng ham bi
khai quat c6 may béng dén dién. "Dé€ t6i dan hai ngudi thoat ra day trude da
nhé? Nh& nay, cau van phai can dén t6i dé giai ma cudn sach nay va di tim
béng ctia con ran day. Tdi ldc d6 hdy néi dén chuyén may bam go, nhé?"

"Zia khong thé chét," to6i khang khang.

"Vang, t6i biét r6i." Setne dan t6i chay qua thém mday dwong ham
nita, van toc tang dan. Zia nhw nhe ténh. Con dau dau cua t6i cling bién
mat. cudi cung ching t6i cling ua ra khoi khu mé va chay vé thuyén Ni
hoang Ai Cap.

Phai tha that 1a luc d6 t6i da khéng suy nghi thong suot.

Khi ching t6i trd lai con tau, thuyén treéng Lwoi Riu Vay Mau bao
cao vié stra tau, nhung t6i hau nhw chang nghe 1ay han. T6i chay ao qua han
va dua Zia vao can phong gan nhét. T6i dat co 1én giwong, r6i luc lgi trong
hanh ly tim thu6c men — mot chai nwéc, mot lo thuéc mé phép thuat ma Jaz
da cho t6i, cung mot vai cau than chi dwoc viét ra. T6i khong phai la thay
lang nhu Jaz. Kha nang chita bénh cua t6i chi goi gon trong bang gac va
aspirin, nhung toi cling bat tay vao.

"Nao Zia," t6i lam ram. "Co6 lén Zia 0i. Cau s€ on thoi."
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Toan than Zia rdt am, quan do wét sting lic nay gio' gan nhw khé rao.
Mat ¢6 trgn trong. Co bat dau théu thao va toi thé 1a co6 dy da ndi, "Phan.
Dbén lic phai lan phan."

Nghe chac la buon cudi that — trir viéc la Zia dang chét dan.

"D6 la Khepri dang néi ddy," Setne gidi thich. "Khepri la con bo lan
phan thiéng liéng, lan mat troi di qua bau troi."

T6i khong muon x 1y théng tin nay — rang c6 gai ma to6i yéu mén lai
dang bi mot con bo lan phan 4&m vao va gid dang mo thdy minh dang lan
mot vién phan khong 16 ruc Itva di qua bau troi.

Nhung chang con nghi ngd gi: Zia da st dung dudng 16i cta cac than.
co da goi hién than cda than mat trdi Ra — hay it ra la mot phan hién than
cta ong ay, con bo Khepri.

Than Ra da chon Zia, ciing nhw cach Horus chon toi.

Bong dung t6i hiéu ra tai sao Apophis pha hiy ca ngoéi lang cta Zia
khi c6 con nhé, va tai sao Pai Phap Sw Iskandar phdi c6 cong c6 sttc dén thé
dé dao tao c6 va roi gidu c6 trong mot giac ngu phép thuat. Néu Zia la
nguoi gitt bi mat vé viéc danh thic than Mat troi. ..

Toi thoa it thu6c md 1én c6 hong Zia. T6i dap khan lanh 1én tran co,
nhung dwong nhw chang giup ich gi.

Toi quay qua Setne. "Chita cho c6 ay!"

"A, fm..." Setne cau may. "Cau biét day, phép thuat chita thuong
khong han la chuyén mon cua té6i. Nhung it ra cau cling da 1ay dwgc cuén
Sach ctia than Thoth! Néu c6 ta chét, cling khong c6 nghia la da chét v6 ich

"

"Néu co ay chét," t6i canh bao, "Ta sé... ta sé..." Toi khong thé nghi
ra dugc don tra tan nao dua dau dén ca.

"T6i nghi la cau can chut thoi gian," Setne ndi. "Khdéng van deé gi.
Thoi dé t6i di noi cho thuyén tridng biét ta phai di dén dau vay nhé? Ching
ta can trd lai Cdi Am, tré lai Dong Song Pém cang sém cang tét. Toi co
dwgc phép ra lénh thuyén truédng khong?"
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"Puoc," téi gat 1én. "DPi cho khuat mat ra."

T6i khong biét thoi gian da troi qua bao lau. Con so6t cua Zia dudng
nhw da giam. Co6 ay bat dau thd dugc dé dang hon va chim vao gidc ngt nhe
nhang. T6i hon 1én tran c6 ay va & bén canh c6, nam 14y tay c6.

T6i 160 mé nhan ra con tau dang di chuyén. Chung toi trong tich tac lot
xu6ng mot khoadng roi tw do, roi tiép nwdc véi mot tiéng dap 16n lam rung
chuyén moi thit. T6i lai cam thdy nwdc song lwdt qua than tau, va tir cam
giac nhoi nhéi trong rudt gan, t6i doan bon t6i dang tré lai Coi Am.

C6 tiéng mad ctra cot ket sau lwng, nhung t6i van khong roi mat khoi
Zia.

Toi dang chd nghe tiéng Setne ndi gi d6 — chac lai la khoe khoang
viéc han da tai tinh 14i con tau tré vé Dong Song Dém nhw thé nao — nhung
han van im lang.

"Co gi khong?" t6i hoi.

Tiéng g6 v& vun khién t6i giat ban nguai.

Setne khong ditng & ctta. Thay vao dé la Ludi Riu Vay Mau dang lu
lu tién dén toi, cai dau riu cua han vira ché doi khung ctra. Hai tay han siét
chat.

Han noi bang giong htrm htrm lanh lung, gian dit: "Cau Kane, da dén
lic mi phai chét."
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13. TRO TRON TIM GIAO HUU (CO BIEM
THUONG LA CAI CHET PAU BON)

EM HIEU ROI KET THUC CHUYEN NGAY PHAN CON QUY
SAT NHAN DAU RIU. Pang c6 khién cho phan em ké c6 vé chan ngit day
ht? Carter, anh qua that la con lgn thich dvgc chu y.

Nay, trong ltic anh thanh thoi Iwgn 10 trén dong song Nile bang con
thuyén dwgc chi dinh dén phi pham kia, thi em va Walt lai di chuyén véi
phuong tién kém phong cach hon mot ti.

Twr 1anh dia cta ngudi chét, to6i danh bao thém mot lan trao déi véi nir
than Isis dé dan xép cho mét 16i di vao ving chau tho song Nile. Isis han la
da cau t6i lam (chang biét vi sao) vi ba ta bo chiing t6i xuéng mét dam lay
ngap dén tan eo, chan cang chuing toi ket cltng ngac vao bun.

“Cam on nhé!” toi hét vadi 1én troi.

T6i c6 nhic nhich nhung khong duge. Hang dam mudi bu lai quanh
ching t6i. Dong séng ung uc nhitng bong bong cung tiéng nwdc ban tung
toe, khién t6i phai nghi dén loai ca ho rang nhon cung nhitng phan ti thiay
sinh khac ma Carter da c6 lan ké cho t6i nghe.

“Co y twdng gi khong?” t6i hi Walt.

Gio day khi da quay tré lai thé gidi con nguwdi, anh ay chirng nhw mat
hét sinh khi. Anh tréng nhu... t6i cho la tit ng¥ dugc dung phai 1a triing
ho&m. Ao quan anh thiing thinh hon. Trong méat anh nhuém mot mau vang
khé bénh hoan. Hai vai anh so lai, nhw thé tdim bua hé mang trén c6 anh
dang tri niu anh xu6ng. Nhin thiy anh thé nay t6i chi muon khoc - ma t6i
khong phai la diva dé khoc day nhé.

“C0,” anh dap, luc lgi trong tai cia minh. “Anh c6 dung th minh
can.”

Anh 16i ra mot shabti - mot bitc twgng ca sdu bang sap trang.
“O khéng phai chit,” t6i thét 1én. “Anh that tinh quai qua di.”
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Walt mim cwdi. Trong khoanh khac anh trong gan giong nhw ltc truéc.
“Moi nguoi dang roi bo Nha Brooklyn. Anh nghi bé n6 lai day la khong
phai cho lam.”

Anh quang bitc twgng xudng dong song roi néi lén tir 1énh. Philip xi&
Macedonia tir duéi nuwéc vot 1en.

Bi mot con ca sdu khong 16 tir dong séng Nile lam cho bat ngo la diéu
ma ban thuwdng mudén tranh, nhwng Philip lai 1a mot canh twgng dang mirng.
N6 nhe ham rang ca sdu to twéng ra cuoi vai toi, doi mat hong long 1én 16ng
lanh, con ban lwng day vay trang noi 1én ngang mat nuwéc.

Walt va t6i tim chat 1dy. Trong nhdy mat, con Philip da kéo chiing toi
ra khoi dong bun. Chang may chdc chung toi da ng6i trén lung no, thang
tién ngwgc dong. T6i cudi phia trwdc, dang hai chan quap lay vai con
Philip. Walt ng6i phia sau ngay phan lwon Phillip. Philip qua la con ca sau
thénh thang dén noi giira t6i va Walt c6 mot khoang cach kha I6n - c6 1€ la
16n hon t6i hang mong mudn. Tuy nhién ching t6i da c6 mot chuyén di dé
chiu, ngoai trir viéc bi w6t nhep, ngwoi déong citng nhitng bun va bi mudi
mong vay dac.

Quang canh xung quanh la mot mé cung nhitng kénh rach, nhitng hon
ddo muét co, long séng day lau sdy, va bai sinh. That vo phwong nhan dinh
dau la noi dong song két thic va dat lién bat dau. Thinh thodng & xa xa
ching t6i nhin thay may dong ruong dugc cay xd&i hay mai ngéi ctia nhitng
cum lang bé teo, nhwng chu yéu la chi c6 chiing t6i mot minh mot dong
song. Chuang t6i thdy nhiéu céa sdu, nhung tat ca ching déu né xa khoéi ching
toi. Chung phai la khung lam mdi di lam phién Philip.

Ciling nhu Carter va Zia, chung toi da khdi hanh khoi Pia nguc muon.
To6i giat minh khi thay mat troi da moc 1én kha cao r6i. Cai néng bién
khong khi thanh mot quang sang m& w6t at. Ao quan toi da w6t siing. Toi
wdc gi minh c6 mang theo quan 4o dé thay, du lam thé han ciing khong co
tac khac gi 1am, vi ba-16 cua t6i cling am ri. Véi lai, v6i Walt ¢ day, thi
chang c6 cho nao ma thay quan 4o dugc ca.
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bi dwgce mot Idc thi t6i chan ngam nhin vung chau thd. T6i quay lai
ngoi bat chéo chan, d6i dién Walt. “Néu c6 chat thitc an, ching ta c6 thé noi
Itra trai trén lung Philip dugc day.”

Walt bat cuoi. “Anh nghi n6 sé khong thich dau. Vai lai, anh khong
chac 1a chiing ta lai muén gwi 1én khoi hiéu.”

“Anh nghi ching ta dang bi theo doi a?”

Vé mat Walt chuyén sang nghiém trong. “Néu anh la Apophis, hay
tham chi la Sarah Jacobi...”

Anh ay khong can phéi néi not hét y nghi day. Bat c ké tht ac nao
cling muon chung t6i chét. D1 nhién la bon ching dang tim kiém ching toi.

Walt luc loi dong swu tam vong c6 ctia minh. T6i khong chi y khée
miéng hoi cong 1én ctia anh dy chiit nao dau, hay dén cai vé chiéc do so mi
dinh sat vao nguc anh. Khong dau - chi c6 cong viéc thoi, toi thé day.

Anh chon ra mot tdm bua hé mang c6 hinh con c6 quam - con vat
thiéng liéng cta than Thoth. Walt thi tham vao tam bua r6i tung n6 1én
khong trung. Tam bua dang thanh mot con chim trang tuyét dep c6 mo dai
khoam khoam cung déi canh chép 16ng den. Con chim bay vong vong bén
trén chung t6i, quat phan phan gié vao mat toi, r6i cham cham duyén dang
bay di vao trén vung dam lay. Hinh dnh nay ggi cho t6i nhd dén mot con co
trong may phim hoat hinh xwa - loai chim gap mdy mang dén tré con trong
may chiéc tdi budc tim ay. Chang hiéu vi cai ly do nham nhi nao dé ma y
nghi dy lam t6i dé mat.

“Anh phai n6 di tham do truwdc day a?” téi doan.

Walt gat dau. “No6 sé tim kiém tan tich ctia Sais. Hy vong ching & gan
day.”

Trw phi nit than Isis da dwa ching ta dén dau kia vung chau tho, toi
tham nhu.

Isis khong dap lai, bang chitng qua r6 la ba ta dang phat y.

Chung t6i lwét ngwge dong trén con thuyén Hang van thuy Ca Sau.
Thuwong thi toi sé khong cam thay ngwong ngiu khi c6 nhiéu thoi gian doéi
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mat v&i Walt dau, nhung c6 qua nhiéu diéu phdi n6i, ma lai chang c6 cach
nao dé noi cho suén sé. Sang ngay mai, nga nao di nita, cudc chién dai dang
cta chung t6i chong lai Apophis sé dén hoi két thic.

Tat nhién la t6i dang lo lang cho ca bon. T6i da dé Carter lai véi cai
hon ma than kinh ctia cht Vinnie. T6i tham chi da khong c6 da can dam dé
néi cho anh ay biét 1a Zia doi khi lai bién thanh con dién thich quang cau
Itra. T6i lo lang vé chii Amos cung cudc dau tranh cua chi véi Set. T6i lo
lang cho nhitng bé hoc vién v& long, hau nhu 1a mot than mot minh trong
Vung M6t va chac chan la dang khiép dam. T6i dau long cho cha t6i, phai
ngoi yén trén ngai vang trong Dia nguc ma khoc thwong cho me ching toi -
lai md&t lan nita - va dwong nhién la t6i s¢ cho linh hén cia me, dang trén bo
vire hity hoai ¢ dau do trong Coi Am.

Ma trén hét, t6i dang quan ngai dén Walt. Bam con lai bon t6i con c6
dwgc chit co hdi song sot, du 1a mong manh dén may. Nhung ngay ca néu
chiing t6i c6 thang thé, thi Walt van diéu tan. Theo 15i Setne, Walt tham chi
con khong thé séng sét qua cudc hanh trinh ctia chiing t6i dén Sais.

Toi khong can ai nhac cho minh diéu 4y ca. Viéc tbi chi can lam 1a ha
thap tim nhin cia minh vao trong Cdi Am. M6t vang hao quang xam xit
bénh hoan dang xoay von quanh Walt, dang mo6i Iic mot trd nén yéu hon.
Toi ty hoi, con bao lau nira nhi thi Walt sé bién thanh cai canh mdng bi
quan trong xac wép ma toi da trong thiy tai Dallas ay?

Nhuwng ma nay, con c6 cai canh mong khac kia ma t6i tirng thay tai
Sanh phan xét. Sau khi tro chuyén vai tay bao vé choé ring, Walt da quay
sang toi, va chi trong mot khoanh khac, t6i nghi anh ay la...

“Anubis muén duwgc dén ddy,” Walt cit ngang suy twéng ctia toi. “Y 13,
trong Sanh phan xét dy - anh ta muén c6 mat tai day vi em, néu nhu day la
diéu em dang ban khoan.”

T6i cau 6. “Em dang ban khoan vé anh day, Walt Stone a. Anh sap hét
thoi gian, con ching ta lai khong trao doi cho dang hoang vé chuyén nay.”

Tham chi noéi ra ting ay cling khoé khan roi.
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Walt tha ré chan trong dong nuéc. Anh da hong giay cho kho trén dudi
Philip. Ban chan ctia dam con trai khong phai la thit t6i thay hap dan, nhat
1a khi chiing vira méi thao khéi doi giay thé thao hét bun. Ay vay ma, doi
ban chan ctia Walt that dang yéu. Nhitng ngén chan cta anh ay gan nhuw c6
cung mau voi dong phu Sadie cudn xoay trong long song Nile.

(Carter dang cam ram vé may 10i nhan xét cda toi dén ban chan cua
Walt. Nay, xin 16i nhé. Tap trung vao may ngon chan dé hon la vao vé mat
buo6n ba cda anh ay day!)

“Cham nhat la t6i nay,” Walt dap. “Nhung ma Sadie nay, sé 6n thoi

N »

ma.

NOi gian dit cudn lén trong t6i, khién t6i bat ngo.

“Thoi di!” toi quat. “Khong c6 6n ti nao sat! O phai, anh titng bao em
la anh thdy cam kich dén thé nao khi dugc quen biét em, dwgc hoc phap
thuat tai Nha Brooklyn, dugc gitp stc trong tran chién chong lai Apophis.
Nghe hay ho cao ca lam. Nhung khong c6” Giong toi lac di. “Khong c6 6n
dau.”

T6i nén nam dam xudng cai lvng day vay cua Philip, lam thé that
khong cong bang véi con ca sdu nay. Quat vao mat Walt cling khong cong
bang gi. Nhung t6i ngay bi kich lam roi. Toi khong dwgc kién tao cho sy
mat mat nay, cling nhw cho s hy sinh hay no6i buén dit rut nao ca. Toéi
nhitng muodn quang tay 6m ldy Walt, nhung giita chiing t6i lai c6 mot bic
twong - 1a y thitc dugce rang anh 4y sé chét. Cam xtc cua t6i gianh cho anh
that lan 16n, t6i khong biét liéu c6 phai do chi don gian la si cuén hut, do
madc cam t0i 16i, hay (ca gan ma noéi) la do tinh yéu - hay do long quyét tam
bwéng binh khéng mudn mat di thém mot ai khac nita ma t6i quan tam yéu
mén.

“Sadie a...” Walt dwa mat nhin qua vung dam lay. Anh tréng that vo
vong va toi biét minh khong thé trach anh dy dwgc. Toi that dang qua dang.
“Néu anh chét vi diéu ma anh dat long tin vao... nhu thé véi anh ciing 6n
thoi. Nhung cai chét khong can phai 1a két thic dau. Lau nay anh c6 tro
chuyén vdi Anubis, va -”
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“Troi dat thanh than Ai Cap oi, khong phai lai thé ch!” t6i néi. “Lam
on ding néi dén anh ta. Em biét chinh xac anh ta da néi gi vdi anh.”

Walt giat minh. “Em biét ha? Va... em khong thich y twéng do6 sao?”

“Tat nhién la khong!” t6i la 1én.

Walt trong tiu nghiu hét c@.

“Qi, thoi di cho!” t6i bdo. “Em biét Anubis 1a ngudi hwéng dan cho ké
chét. Bay lau nay anh ta dang chuan bi cho anh dén kiép sau. Anh ta sé bao
v6i anh 1a moi chuyén sé 6n th6i. Anh sé chét mot cai chét huy hoang, dugc
phan xét chdp nhoang, r6i tién thang dén Thién duwong Ai Cap Co Pai.
Tuyét voi bé xit! Anh sé 1a mot hén ma nhw ngudi me dang thwong cta em.
Co 1€ day sé khong phai la tan thé doi vdi anh. Néu nhw vay sé khién anh
thay vui vé hon vé s6 phan cua minh thi cling t6t théi. Nhung em khong
muon nghe dén chuyén dy. Em khong can thém... thém mdt ngwoi nita ma
em khong thé & bén cung.”

Mat t6i néng birng. Mo6i me t6i la mat linh hon da 1a bu6n 1am réi. T6i
khong bao gid c6 thé 6m lay ba, di mua sam vd&i ba, khong bao gio nghe
duwgc 1oi khuyén vé may chuyén dan ba con gai. Buon lam roi khi t6i bi chia
cat khoi Anubis - cai vi than dep rang ngdi dén dién ca ngwoi da lam tim t6i
dau that ay. Tan sau trong long, t6i da luén hiéu rang mot moi quan hé tinh
cam vdi anh ta la diéu khong thé vi khac biét tudi tac gitta ching t6i - chirng
nam ngan nam chit may - nhwng bi nhitng vi than khéc ra sac 1énh ngan
cam anh ta chi lam cho vét thwong thém bi xat mudi.

Gio phéi nghi dén Walt nht mot linh hén, cling nam ngoai tam véi -
viéc ay don gian la qua kha nang chiu dung.

T6i ngwdce nhin 1én anh, s¢ rang thai do lam minh lam may cua toi
khién anh cdm thay dau buon hon.

Ngac nhién chwa, Walt lai dang nhoén cuwdi. R6i bat cuwdi thanh tiéng.

“Gi chi?” t6i gang hoi.

Anh gap do6i nguai lai, van cudi ngdt nghéo, khién t6i thdy vo tam qua.

“Anh thay buon cudi lam a?” toi gao 1én. “Walt Stone!”
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“Khong phéi.” Anh 6m lay hong. “Khong, chi la... Em khong hiéu r6i.
Khong phdi nhw thé dau.”

“A h4, thé thi nhv ndo nao?”

Walt da tran tinh lai. Dwong nhw anh dang suy nghi cho dang hoang thi
con cO quam trang cda anh ttr trén troi chao xudng. N6 dau 1én dau Philip,
vo canh phanh phach, r6i kéu 1én quang quac.

Nu cwoi cua Walt tan bién. “Dén noi roi. Tan tich s Sais.”

Philip mang ching t6i 1én bo. Chiing t6i x6 giay vao r6i 10i qua phan
dat sinh lay. Trai dai tredc mat ching t6i la mot ritng co, md mit trong anh
nang ban trira. Chim diéc bay lwgn trén troi. Dam ong hai mau cam-den vo
ve chon von trén dam cay coi.

Mot con ong dau xuong canh tay ctia Walt. Thém nhiéu con khéac long
vong quanh dau anh.

Walt trong c6 vé boi roi nhiéu hon 1a lo ngai. “Vi nit than dang ra dang
sinh séng quanh day, nit than Neith dy... khong phai ba ay c6 lién quan gi
day dén ong sao?”

“Chang ro,” t6i thi nhan. Chang biét vi sa, nhung t6i c6 cam giac thoi
thuc la phai néi khe khé.

[Dung vay ddy Carter. Day la lan dau tién em thay thé. Cadm on anh da
héi.]

T6i chd mat nhin qua ring co. T xa, t6i nghi minh trong thady mot
vung dat trong 16 cho vai cum gach bun nho 1én khéi ¢é nhw may céi rang
sau.

To6i chi ching cho Walt. “Nhitng gi con sot lai cia mét ngoi dén a?”

Han Walt cling dang cdm nhan thdy ban nang phdi di nhe néi khé nhw
t0i. Anh ng6i x6m xudng bai co, c6 lam cho bong minh thap xuéng. Poan
anh lo ngai li€c vé phia con Philip xi* Macedonia. “Cé 1é ta khong nén
mang theo mot con ca sau nghin rwdi ky 1ong rong trong rirng cung ching

»

ta

“Dong y,” toi dap.
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Anh thi tham mot tw 1énh. Philip teo lai thanh bitc twgng sap bé xiu.
Walt bé con ca sau vao tii quan, roi chung téi bat dau len 16i vé phia khu
tan tich.

Chung t6i cang dén gan, cang thém nhiéu ong vo ve trong khong trung.
Khi dén dwgc bai dat tréng, ching t6i tim thady nguyén mot bay Idc nhic
nhw mot tdim tham séng dong trén mot cum birc twdng gach bun da doé dong.

Canh day, dang ngoi trén phién da dai dau, mét ngwdi phu nit ti minh
trén chiéc cung, dang dung miii tén vé nguéch ngoac 1én dong dat bui.

Nguoi phu nit xinh dep dén nao long - manh mai xanh tai véi go ma
cao, mat trling sau, chan may canh cung, nhw mot c6 siéu mau dang map
mé trén lan ranh gitta dep mé hon va suy dinh duwdng. Mai toc ba ta den
nhanh, hai bén dau bén dau miii tén bang da ltra. Vé mat cao ngao ctia ba ta
duwong nhw mudn néi: Ta cao quy qua nén tham chi khong thé nhin vao cac
nguoi.

Nhuwng ma, quan 4o ba nay thi khong c6 gi la dep dé ca. Ba ta an van
dé di san vdi loai quan 4o da chién mang sac mau sa mac - mau kem, nau,
vang dat. Bu thit dao mac quanh that lvng, canh cung cuia ba ta trong giong
loai vii khi thit thiét - g6 mai bong khac day chit twong hinh day quyén luc.

Ma dang ngai hon cé la, hinh nhu ba ta dang cho chung toi.

“Hai nguwdi 6n ao qud,” ba ta phan nan. “Ta da c6 thé 1dy mang cac
nguoi ca ta lan roi.”

Toi li€c sang Walt, r6i nhin lai nit thg san. “Um... cdm on vay nhé? Vi
da khong giét chiing toi dy.”

Nguoi phu nit khit khit mii. “Dwng cam on ta. Hai nguwdi phai hanh
dong khéo 1éo hon thé néu con mudn song sot.”

Toi chang thich nghe thé ti nao, nhung néi chung thi, td6i khéng yéu
cau nhitng ngudi phu nit mang vii khi day minh phai giai thich thém cho
nhitng 10i nhw vay.

Walt chi vao biéu twgng ma nit thg san dang vé ra trén dat - mét hinh 6
van c¢6 b6n manh nhon tho ra nhw may cang chan.
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“Ba la ni¥ than Neith,” Walt wém 10i. “Dé la biéu tugng ctia ba - tdim
khién cung mii tén ban chéo.”

N than nhwén may. “Suy nghi nhiéu qua nhi? D1 nhién ta la nit than
Neith. Va phai, day la biéu twgng cta ta.”

“Trong nhu con bo dy,” toi noi.

“Khong phai bo!” N than Neith quac mat. Sau lwng ba ta, ddm ong
trd nén kich dong, bo 16n nhon ra khoi dong gach bun.

“Ba no6i phai,” téi quyét y. “Khong phai bo.”

Walt ngoe ngudy ngoén tay nhuw thé vira nghi ra gi day. “Pan ong... gio
toi nho roi. Pay la mot cai tén cho ngdi dén tho ba - Ngoi nha cta ong.”

“Ong la nhitng thg san khong mét méi,” nit than Neith n6i. “La nhitng
chién binh khong biét khiép sg. Ta thich ong.”

“U’, c6 ai lai khong thich dau?” t6i n6i. “May con... vo ve be bé duyén
dang. Nhung ba thay day, chiung t6i dén day véi nhiém vu.”

To6i dinh gidi thich vé Bes va bong ctia ong ta.

N than Neith vay miii tén chan ngang 101 t6i. “Ta biét vi sao cac
nguoi dén day. Nhitng ké kia da néi cho ta biét.”

To6i liém moi. “Nhitng ké kia a?”

“Dam phdap su nguwoi Nga,” ba ta dap. “Chuing la con méi kinh khing.
Sau day c6 vai con quy ghé qua. Ching cling cha ngon lanh gi hon cho
cam. Tat cd déu mudn giét cac nguoi.”

T6i nhich mot budc gan hon dén Walt. “T6i hiéu réi. Va thé 1a ba-”

“Tiéu diét hét chiing, 1é dwong nhién,” nit than Neith noi.

Walt bat ra am thanh nita nhw cau nhau ntva nhw rén ri. “Tiéu diét hét
bon chiing vi... ching la bon 4c a?” anh néi day hy vong. “Ba biét dam quy
va may phap su dy dang lam viéc cho Apophis phai khong nao? La am muu
day.”

“Tét nhién ddy la &m muwu,” Neith dap. “Tat ca bon chiing déu dy phan
trong ddy - dam nguoi pham, phap su, quy, bon thu thué. Nhung ta phat
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giac ra ching. Bat ct ké nao xam pham lanh dia cta ta déu phai tra gia.” Ba
ta nhin t6i cudi gan. “Ta thu chién lgi pham.”

Twr dudi co chiéc do khodc quan doi, ba ta 16i ra chiéc vong co6. T6i
nhan mat, twédng minh phai nhin thdy vai mén rung ron cua nhitng... thoi,
toi tham chi con khong mudn noi ra. Nhung thay vao ddy, mot sgi day cang
day nhitng vudng vai rach nat - vai jean, vai lanh, lya.

“Tui quan,” Neith tho 10, mat anh 1én ma manh.

Hai tay Walt bat gidc s¢ 1én hai bén chi€c quan tap gym ctia minh. “Ba,
trm... ba 1ay di tdi quan cua ching u?”

“Cau nghi t6i dd man chit gi?” Neith héi. “O phai, ta swu tap tii quan
cua ké thu.”

“Kinh di,” t6i no6i. “T6i khong biét 1a quy lai c6 tii quan co day.”

“O c6 cht.” Nit than Neith liéc ra hai phia, & 1d muén dam bao khong
c6 ai dang nghe trom. “C6 chi can phai biét nén tim & dau thoi.”

“Phai nhi...” t6i no6i. “Nhwng ma thoi nay, ching t6i dén dé tim bong
cua Bes.”

“U,” nit than dép.

“Va toi biét rang ba la ban cta Bes va Tawaret.”

“Pung that. Ta thich ho. Ho xdu xi. Ta khong nghi ho c6 phan trong
am muu nay.”

“Q, nhat dinh 1a khong roi! Vay ba c6 thé, c6 18 13, chi cho ching tdi
biét bong ctia Bes & dau khong?”

“Co chit. Bong ay dang tri ngu trong lanh dia cua ta - trong bong cua
thoi xwa ¢6.”

“Trong... gio la gi nita day?”

T6i v6 cung héi han vi da haéi.

N{it than Neith lap tén ban vot 1én troi. Khi mii tén lao 1én, khong
trung lan tan rung déng. Mot luéng séng xung kich lan ra khap canh vat, t6i
hoa mat trong choc lat.
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Khi chép chdp mat, t6i thay bau troi ban chiéu da bién thanh cao xanh
ngan ngat hon, soc van vén trén ay la nhitng ddm may mau cam. Khong khi
sach bong trong vat. Tirng dan tirng dan ngong bay trén trgi. Rirng co nhw
cao hon; cé xanh hon-

[Dung ddy Carter, em biét 1a nghe ng& ngan lam. Nhung co ¢ bén kia
qua la c6é xanh hon day.]

O noi tirng 1a tan tich bing gach buin, mot ngdi dén kiéu hanh dang
strng sitng day. Walt, nit than Neith va t6i ditng ngay bén ngoai may birc
twong, twong cao muwdi mét va lap lanh anh sang trang choi loa dwdi mat
troi. Ca quan thé kién tric nay han phai rong it nhat mot cay sé vuong. Nita
dwong di vé phia bitc twong bén trai, mot canh cong l6ng lanh nhitng hoa
van vang cham tr6. Mdt con dwong hai bén la cac twgng nhan sw bang da
dan ra song, noi day c6 may chiéc ghe dang neo bén.

Mat phwong hwéng u? Co day. Nhuwng mot lan trede toi tirng cd mot
trai nghiém twong tu, khi toi cham vao nhitng birc man anh sang trong Sanh
thoi dai.

“Chung ta dang ¢ trong qua khi sao?” toi doan.

“La cai béng cua qua kht,” nit than Neith dap. “Mot ky c. Pay la noi
tri an cua ta. Co thé 1a chon chon than cia nguoi, trir phi nguwoi song sot
qua cudc san.”

Tbi citng nguwdi. “Y ba 1a... ba sin ching t6i a? Nhung chiing tdi c6
phai la ké thu cua ba dau! Bes la ban ctia ba. Ba phai nén gitp chuing toi
maoi phai!”

“Sadie noi dung day,” Walt lén tiéng. “Apophis mdi la ké thu cta ba.
Han sé huy diét toan thé gidi vao sang mai.”

N than Neith khit miii khinh bi. “Ngay tan cta thé gi6i v? Ta da
lwong trede chuyén nay tir thoi ndo roi. Bam ngudi tran yéu dudi cac nguoi
da phdét 10 cac dau hiéu canh bao, nhung ta thi da chuan bi san sang. Ta c6
ham tra an dwéi long dat triv day thwe pham, nwdc sach, cung day dua vii khi
quan dung c6 thé can pha nguyén doan quan xac chét ay chit.”
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Walt nhiu tit may lai. “M&t quan doan xac chét a?”

“Biét dau dugc!” nit than Neith gat. “Van dé 13, ta sé song sot qua
ngay tan thé. Ta c6 thé sinh séng ngoai dat lién!” Ba ta xia ngén tay vao toi.
“Nguoi co6 biét cay co c6 sau phan c6 thé an duwgc khong?”

“Um-”

“Va ta sé khong bao gid bi chan,” ba ta noi ti€p, “Vi ta cling la nit than
dan 1at. Ta c6 du chi xoan cho cd mét thién nién ky két macramé day!”

T6i chang biét dap lai thé nao, vi t6i khong ré macramé la gi ca.

Walt gio tay. “Ni@ than nay, nhw thé tuyét day, nhuwng ngay mai
Apophis sé troi day. Han sé nuot chitng mat troi, nhan chim thé gidi vao
béng t6i, dé cho ca trai dat tan hoang lui vao Bién hon mang.”

“Ta sé dugc an toan trong ham trd an cua ta,” nit than Neith khang
khang. “Néu nguoi cé thé chitng minh cho ta thay ngwoi la ban khong phai
1a thu, thi c6 1€ ta sé gitip cho ngwoi vé chuyén Bes. Roi nguoi c6 thé vao
ham tra an cung ta. Chung ta sé an quan lwvong va dan quan 4o mdi twr
nhitng chiéc tii quan cua ké thu!”

Walt va t6i nhin nhau. Ba nit than nay khung qua. Bu6n thay la chiing
toi lai can dén sy gitp d& cua ba ta.

“Thé la ba mu6n san ching t6i,” téi néi. “Va ching t6i phai song sot-

“Cho dén lic mat troi 1an,” ba ta dap. “Lan tranh ta dugc chirng ay thoi
gian, thi hai ngwoi cé thé song duwdi ham tra an cua ta.”

“Toi c6 101 dé nghi dap tra nay,” t6i lién thoang. “Khong ham tru an gi
ca. Néu ching t6i thang, ba phai gitip chiing t6i tim thay béng ctia Bes,
nhung ba cling phai vé phe chiing to6i chién dau chong lai Apophis. Néu qua
that ba la ni than chién tranh va la nit tho san nay no ay, thi ba nén tan
huwdng mot tran chién ra tro chi.”

N than Neith cudi toe toét. “Dong y! Tham chi ta sé cho hai nguwoi
nam phut bat dau trwdc. Nhung ta canh céo nay: ta khong bao gid thua ca.
Khi ta giét hai nguoi, ta sé 1ay di tii quan cua hai nguwoi day!”

“Ba mdc ca kinh that,” t6i néi. “Nhung duwgc thoi.”
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Walt thic cui choé vao t6i. “O, Sadie nay-"

T6i ném cho anh chang cai nhin canh cdo. Theo t6i thdy thi, chiing t6i
ché cach nao thoat dugc cudc san nay cd, nhung t6i qua la c6 mot y twdng
c6 thé giit ching t6i toan mang.

“Chung ta da bat dau!” N than Neith la 16n. “Hai nguwoi c6 thé di dén
bat ky dau trong lanh thd cua ta, co ban nghia la toan vung chau tho nay.
Khong sao dau. Ta sé tim ra hai nguoi.”

Walt kéu len, “Nhuwng ma-”

“Con bon phut,” nit than Neith noi.

Chung t6i lam chuyén duy nhét cé ly. Ching t6i quay dau bé chay.

“Macramé la gi thé?” t6i hoi 16n khi ching t6i pham pham phong di.

“Mot dang dan két,” Walt dap. “Sao ching ta lai dang néi vé chuyén
nay thé?”

“Chang biét,” t6i thu thye. “Chi 1a to mo-"

Thé gidi ddo 16n ngugc - hay ding hon 1a t6i dao. Toi thdy minh treo
lo Ittng trong tdm lwGi day day ngira ngdy, hai chan chéng lén troi.

“Pdy la macramé,” Walt bao.

“Dé thuong chua. Pua em xudng!”

Anh 16i trong tui ra con dao - anh chang thuc té - r6i xoay sé thao toi
xudng, nhung t6i nhan ra ching tdi da danh mat gan hét thoi gian khéi dau
tredc cua minh. Mat trdi xuéng thap hon noi dwong chan troi, nhung ching
toi phai song sot trong bao lau day - 30 phit u? Hay mot tiéng?

Walt quo quao trong ba 16 va trong choc 1at xem xét dén con ca sau
trang bang sap. “Philip, c6 thé khong?”

“Khong,” téi dap. “Chuing ta khong thé giap 1a ca vaéi Neith. Chung ta
phai tranh ba ta. Chuing ta c6 thé chia ra-”

“Cop. Thuyeén. Nhan su. Lac da. Khéng cé vo hinh,” Walt vira lau bau
vira kiém tra may tdm bua hé mang. “Tai sao anh lai khong c6 bua v6 hinh
chi?”
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T6i rung minh. Lan cudi cung t6i thit phép vo6 hinh, moi chuyén da
dién ra rat suon sé. “Walt a, ba ta la nit than san bat day. Chac chan la ching
ta khong thé Iira ba 4y bang bat ci loai buia chii che gidu nao dau, ngay ca
khi la anh co6 thit ay.”

“Vay sao bay gio?” anh hai.

T6i dat ngon tay trén nguwe Walt ma vo 1én chiéc bua hd mang anh
khong nghi dén - chiéc vong c6 gidong hét vong co cua toi.

“Bua shen u?” Anh chép chép mat. “Nhwng chiing cé thé gitp thé nao
day?”

“Chung ta chia ra r6i cau gig,” t6i néi. “Chuing ta c6 thé chia sé y nghi
qua may bua nay, ding khong?”

“A... ding.”

“Va chung cé thé dich chuyén chiing ta dén bén nhau, ding khong?”

Walt cau may. “Anh - anh thiét ké cho ching diéu nay, nhung-"

“Néu ching ta chia ra,” tdi bao, “Neith sé phai chon theo dau mot
trong hai ching ta. Chuing ta chia ra xa nhau hét mic c6 thé. Néu ba ta tim
thay em trudc, anh dich chuyén em ra khéi viing nguy hiém bang chiéc bua
ho mang. Hodc la ngugc lai. Roi ching ta lai chia ra, cit mai nhw thé.”

“Thong minh qua,” Walt thita nhan. “Néu nhw may chiéc bua phat huy
tac dung nhanh chéng va ding cach. Va néu nhw ching ta c6 thé duy tri moi
lién hé tam twdng. Va néu Neith khong giét mot trong hai ta truedc khi ta kip
goi trg giap. Va-”

T6i dat ngoén tay 1én moi Walt. “Théi ta c nghi day la ‘Thong minh
qua’ la dugc r6i.”

Anh git dau, roi trao t6i mot nu hon voi. “May man nhé.”

Anh chang ngo nghéch nay khong nén lam chuyén nhu thé trong lic
toi can phai tap trung cao do. Anh phong di ngugc 1én phia bac, va sau mot
thoang ngé nguoi, téi chay vé hwéng nam.

Do6i bot quan doi kéu cot két khong phai la thit phu hgp nhat khi phai
lan trén quanh.
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T6i nghi dén viéc 16i xudéng song, cho la c6 thé nwdc sé x6a nhoa dau
vét ciia minh, nhung t6i khéng muén ngup 1an khi khong biét dudi bé mat
kia c6 gi - ca sau, ran rit, nhitng linh hon ta dao. Cé lan Carter titng bao
rang hau hét nguoi Ai Cap Co6 Pai khong thé boi, khi nghe thé t6i thay co
vé ngd ngan qua. Lam sao nguoi ta song canh mot con song ma lai khong
biét boi dwgc chit? Gid thi t6i hiéu réi. Chang c6 ai tam than 6n dinh ma lai
muon nhing minh xuéng dong nuwdc ay ca.

(Carter bao boi dugi song Thames hay song Dong déu khong t6t cho
sttc khoe nhw nhau. Bugc r6i, c6 ly day. [Gio thi cdm mom di, 6ng anh yéu
dau, dé cho em trd lai vdi cai phan hay tuyét Sadie - citu - roi - ca - ngay di
nao.J)

Toi chay doc bo song, xong minh qua lau say, nhdy phoc qua mot con
ca sau dang phoi nang. To6i chang buon quay lai xem né cé duoi theo minh
hay khong. T6i con phdi lo ngai vé may ké san méi to 16n hon kia.

Khoéng 10 t6i da chay dugc bao xa. Hinh nhw la cd may dam. Pén lic
bd song ndi rong ra, téi quanh vé phia dat lién, c6 nép minh dwéi tan che
cta 14 co. Toi khong nghe thdy dau hiéu san dudi nao ca, nhung tbi lién tuc
cam nhan dvgc con ngira ngay gitta hai ba vai minh noi toi dang trong cho
mot miii tén.

T6i ngd 1én nga xudng chay qua mot quang dat trong c6 may nguoi Ai
Cap Co bai dong kho dang ndu nwéng trén dong Itra canh tdp 1éu tranh be
bé. Co 1€ nhitng ngwoi Ai Cap nay chi la cai bong tir qua khit, nhung ho
trong rat that. Duong nhu ho giat ban hét cd minh khi tréng thay mot con bé
toc vang hoe van do danh tran roi ngay vao vung trai ctia ho. R6i ho nhin
thay cay gay va diia phép cua toi thé 1a ho phuc ngay xuong, dap dau xuéng
dat va lam bam gi day vé Per Ankh - Ng6i Nha Sy Song.

“Um phai r6i,” tdi n6i. “Cong viéc quan trong ctia Per Ankh day. Tiép
tuc di. Chao nhé.”

Tdi co gio phong tiép. Toi thac mac khong biét mot ngay nao dé minh
c6 xudt hién trong mot bitc tranh treo twong cia dén thd nao khong - mot
con bé Ai Cap toc vang ruom soc tim chay nghiéng qua nhitng cay co,
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miéng la 1én “Gdm!” bang nhitng chit twong hinh trong khi nit than Neith
chay duéi theo sau. Y nghi réng vai nha khao c6 t6i nghiép nao dé vo dau
bttt téc c6 nghi cho ra gan nhw khién t6i phan chan han 1én.

To6i chay dén ven bia ritng co r6i loang choang dirng lai. Trwdc mat toi,
nhitng dong rudng dugc cay ludng trdi dai xa xa. Chang chay hay tron vao
dau dugc nita.

Toi quay lai

PHUT!

Mot mili tén cam vao cay co gan nhat bang mot lwc kinh hon khién trai
cha la roi nhv mwa xudng dau toi.

Walt o1, t6i tuyét vong tham nghi, ngay lic nay, lam on di.

Céach day hai muoi mét, nit than Neith tir nén c6 nho 1én. Ba ta da boi
lam lem bun song 1én mat. Téan 14 co tir toc ba ta chia ra nhu tai thé.

“Ta da tirng san may con heo rttng con nhiéu k¥ nang hon ca nguoi,”
ba ta than. “Ta da tirng san cay c6i con nhiéu ky nang hon!”

Lam ngay di, Walt, t0i nght.

Walt, walt yéu dau. Lam ngay di.

N than Neith lac lac dau kinh tém. Ba ta lap mot midii tén. T6i cam
nhan mot cam giac kéo giat trong da day, nhw thé t6i dang ngoi trong xe va
tai x€ thinh linh dam thang.

T6i thdy minh ngoi trén cay canh Walt, trén canh thap nhét cia mot
cay ngo dong to 16n.

“Co tac dung,” anh ay bdo.

Walt tuyét voi!

Toi dwong hoang hon 1ay anh - hay 1a duwong hoang hét mirc c6 thé
trong tinh hudng cua chiing t6i thé nay. Ttr anh c6 mot mui huong diu nhe
ma truedc day toi khong dé y thay, nhu thé anh vira an hoa sen. T6i muong
tirgng ra 161 dong ca cii rich: “Walt va Sadie/ngdi trén cay/H-O-N N-G-A-T
N-G-A-Y.” May thay, bt ci? ai c6 thé tréu dugc ching t6i déu van cach xa
day nam nghin ddm trong twong lai mat roi.
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Walt hit mot hoi sau, “Pay la dé cam on ay ha?”

“Anh trong khoée hon,” t6i Ivu y. Mat anh khéng con vang éch nhw
tredc nita. Anh hinh nhw di chuyén b6t dau dén hon. Lé ra diéu nay phai
lam t6i han hoan chit, nhwng thay vi thé lai khién t6i lo lang. “Cai mui hoa
sen dy... anh da uéng gi a?”

“Anh 6n.” Walt dwa mat nhin lang di. “Chuing ta nén chia ra tht lai di
nao.”

Nhu thé khong 1am cho t6i bét lo lang di, nhwng anh dy néi phai.
Chtng t6i khong c6 thoi gian tan déc. Ca hai cung nhdy xuong dat va phéng
di theo hai huwéng khac nhau.

Mat troi d@ mém cham dén dwong chan trgi. T6i bat dau cam thay co
hy vong. Chac la chiing t6i khong phai c6 stc 1au nita dau.

T6i xém chiit lot vao mot cai macramé khac, nhing may la toi dang dé
mat tim nhitng moén nghé thuat thi cong cta Neith. T6i bwdc men qua cai
bay, lach qua mot viing cay cdi, thé 1a thay minh da quay tré lai dén tho nit
than Neith.

Canh cong vang dang mé toang. L6i di rong thénh hai bén la twong
nhan sw dan thang vao trong dén. Khong ngudi canh gac... khong thay té.
Co6 1€ Neith da giét hét bon ho dé thu thap tdi quan, hay cé 1é ho dang &
dwdi ham trd an, chuan bi cho cudc xam lang cta thay ma xac chét.

Hirm. T6i nghi noi cu6i cing ma nit than Neith c6 thé di tim t6i 1a
chinh ngay tru s& cua ba ta. Vi lai, Tawaret da tirng thdy bong ctia Bes trén
mdy thanh I{iy y. Néu nhu t6i c6 thé tim thay cai bong ma khong can dén
su gitip do ctia Neith thi lai cang t6t hon nhiéu.

T6i chay dén cong, mat van ngd ngue doi theo may con nhan su.
Chang c6 con nao rung minh séng lai. Bén trong san dén rong ménh mong
1a hai cot thap khong gia d& c6é chép thap bang vang. Gitta hai cot thap nay
1a bitc twgng nit than Neith trong trang phuc Ai Cap C6 Dai dang téa sang.
Khién lan tén da dugc chat dong quanh chan ba ta nhw chién lgi pham.
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T6i quét mat qua may birc twong bao quanh. Nhiéu cau thang dan 1én
thanh l{ly. Mat troi dang lan téa nhiéu bong dai, nhung t6i khong thay dugc
mot bong nao la cua nguwoi lun ro rang ca. Tawaret da goi y la toi kéu len
goi cai bong. Vira dinh thi thi t6i nghe thdy giong ctia Walt trong tam tri
minh: Sadie!

That khé ma tap trung kinh khting khi mang song ai d6 dang phu thudc
vao ban.

Toi chup lay bua shen va 1am bam, “Coi nao. Coi nao.”

T6i hinh dung ra Walt dang ding canh minh, t6t hon la khéng cé miii
tén nao gam vao. To6i ditng day. Anh xem chut x0 nga t6i khi 6m cham lay
toL.

“Ba ta - 1€ ra ba ta da giét anh r6i,” Walt hon hén. “Nhung ba ta mudn
néi chuyén truedc da. Béao la ba ay thich chiéu cia ching ta. Ba ta tw hao
dugc két liéu ching ta va lay di may tdi quan.”

“Ky diéu qua,” toi ndi. “Ta chia ra nita nhé?”

Walt liéc qua vai t0i. “Sadie, nhin kia.”

Anh chi vé géc twong phia tay bac, noi c6 mot ngon thap 1a 1én khoi
day thanh Idy. Trong khi bau troi chuyén sang sac do, nhitng cai bong cham
cham tan di tir hong thap, nhung chi c6 mot bong la sot lai - 1a hinh anh cua
mot nguwoi dan 6ng nho tho dam nguwdi v6i mai toc xoan tit.

Toi e 1a bon tdi da quén mat ké hoach. Cung nhau, chiing t6i chay 1én
may bac cap roi leo Ién twong. Ngay tich tac, ching toi dang dirtng bén bo
cong sy, nhin cham cham vao cai bong cta Bes.

T6i nhan ra han ching t6i da dén ngay chinh noi Tawaret va Bes da
nam tay vao cai dém ma Tawaret mo ta. Bes da néi sy that - 6ng ay dé bong
minh lai day dé n6 dugc vui vé, ngay ca khi ban than 6ng khong dwoc vui
vé gl.

“Oi Bes...” Tim t6i c6 cam giac nhu dang teo lai thanh mot shabti bing
sap. “Walt nay, lam sao chiing ta bat dugc né day?”

Mot giong noi sau lung chung toi vang lén, “Khong dugc dau.”
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Chung t6i quay lai. Cach day vai mét, nit than Neith dang ding trén
chién hao. Hai miii tén da duogc 18p vao cung. O cy ly ndy, téi nghi ba ta
chang c6 van dé gi dé ban mdt lan tring vao ca hai chiing t6i ca.

“Lam tot day,” ba ta thita nhan. “Nhwng ta luon chién thang trong cudc

»

san.
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14. TRO VUI VOI THAI NHAN CACH

THOI PIEM CUC THICH BE GOI NU THAN ISIS CHANG?

Co 1€ thé. Nhung tham chi néu nit than Isis c6 tra 10i di nita, téi van
khong nghi 1a minh c6 thé triéu hoi bat cit thi phap thuat nao nhanh hon nit
than Neith ban tén di. Va run rii sao ma t6i that sw danh bai dwgc nit than
san ban, thi toi c6 cam giadc la Neith sé xem viéc t0i sit dung quyén nang
ctia mot nit than khac dé chong lai ba ta 1a tro gian 1an. Chac chan ba ay sé
nhat mue rang t6i 1a mot phan trong cai thuyét am muu ctia ngudi Nga/xac
chét/ké thu thué ay.

Du Neith c6 dién r6 la vay, chiing t6i van can dén sy gitp do cua ba.
Dé ba ta ban tén vao Apophis con c6 ich hon nhiéu viéc ngo6i i dwdi ham tra
an dan do khoac tir may chiéc tdi quan cta ching t6i cung soi day that gut.

Pau 6c t6i quan ddo. Lam sao dé thang dugc thg san nhi? T6i khong
hiéu biét gi nhiéu vé thg san, trir ong lao thiéu ta McNeil, ban ctia 6ng ngoai
¢ vién duong lao, 6ng nay thuong ct mai ké chuyén vé... A.

“Nhuc qua, that ddy,” t6i thot 1én.

Nt than Neith lwdng Iy, nhw t6i da mong.

“Cai gi nhuc?” ba ta hoi.

“Sau phan an dugc ctia cay c9.” Toi cuwdi thanh tiéng. “Pung ra la bay
phan lan.”

Neith cau may. “Khong thé nao!”

“O thé w?” t6i nhuén may. “Ba tirng bao gid séng & ngoai ving dat ctia
Covent chwa? Coé bao gio lan theo dwong mon qua vung hoang da &
Camden Lock ma séng sét dé ké vé né chwa?”

Céanh cung trén tay Neith hoi khé ha xuéng. “Ta khong biét nhitng noi
ay.”

“T6i nghi 1 khong roi!” tdi dic thing reo 1én. “Oi, mdy cau chuyén ay
ching ta khong thé ké cho nhau nghe dugc dau, nit than a. Cac manh khoe
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dé sinh ton. Co6 lan t6i tirng di nguyén mot tuan khong mang theo gi ngoai
may chiéc banh quy mo6c cung nwdc qua ép Ribena.”

“La mot loai cay a?” Neith hoi.

“Co toan bo lwgng dinh dudng ma ta can dé ton tai,” toi dap. “Néu ba
biét noi mua dwoc ching - y toi la thu hoach dwgc ay.”

To6i nhdc dlia phéo 1én, hy vong ta ta sé nghi ddy chi la mot ci chi
khoa treong, chitr khong phai 1a su de doa. “Sao nita nhi, cé lan dwdi ham
tri an cda toi & noi ga Charing Cross, t0i da dudi theo moi doc dia dugc biét
dén vadi cai téen Bé Rau Cau.”

T6i nghiém trang nhin Walt. “Em da huan luyén cho anh dugc bao
nhiéu thang ro6i, ha Walt?”

“Bay,” anh dap. “Gan dugc tdm thang.”

“Va em c6 bao gio tirtng mo anh da kha nang dé di san Bé Rau Cau
cung em chwa nhi?”

“U'...chuva.”

“Vay day!” T6i quy xuong va bat dau dung diia phép di di 1én nén
chién hao. “Ngay ca Walt con chwa du luc dé tiép thu cai kién thirc ay. Toi
c6 thé vé cho ba ¢ day bic tranh vé mot con Bé Rau Cau doc, hay tham chi
- lay troi - ca kem Tiéu thyc cia Jacob nita. Nhung thit kién thirc ay c6 thé
huy diét mot tay di san kém coi.”

“Ta la ni* than cta san bat!” Nir than Neith nhich dén gan hon, tr6 mat
nhin vao nhitng nét vé dang phat sang - ro rang la khong nhan biét rang toi
dang viét nén nhitng chit twong hinh bao vé. “Ta phai biét.”

“A thi...” toi liéc vé phia chan troi. “Trudc hét, ba phai hiéu sy quan
trong cua viéc dinh gio.

“Phai r6i!” Neith ham hd. “No6i cho ta nghe vé diéu dé di.”

“Vi du nhuw...” T6i vo nhe vao nhitng chit twgng hinh dé kich hoat 1oi
chu cia minh. “Hoang hon réi. Ching t6i van con song. Chuing t6i thang.”

Vé mat nit than danh lai. “Lira dao!”
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Ba ta nhao dén t6i, nhung nhitng chit twgng hinh bao ho ryc sang 1én,
day vi nit than Iui ra sau. Ba ta giwong cung 1én ban di loat miii tén.

Nhitng gi xdy ra sau day that kinh ngac khong thé ngo. Thoat tién,
nhitng miii tén han la da dwgc yém bua cung khap, vi phong xuyén thang
qua ldp phong tha cta t6i. Thit dén, Walt nhdy bd dén bang téc lyc kinh
hon. Nhanh hon t6i kip thét 1én (ma t6i thét that), Walt chup bé nhitng miii
ten tu trong khong trung. Chung vun ra thanh bui xam, tdn mac di theo con
gio.

Neith bugc 1ui lai khiép sg. “La ngwoi. That khong cong bang!”

“Chung t6i da thang,” Walt bao. “Ton trong giao kéo di.”

MGt cdi nhin trao doi qua lai gitta hai nguwdi ho ma t6i khéng hiéu cho
lam - giong nhu mot kiéu thach thitc y chi nao dé.

N than Neith rit qua ké rang. “Pwgc thoi. Hai ngudi c6 thé di. Khi
Apophis troi day, ta sé chién dau canh hai ngwoi. Nhung ta sé khong quén
hai ngwoi da xam pham lanh thé ctia ta nhw thé nao, hdi dita con cua Set
kia. Con nguoi-"

Ba ta quac mat nhin t6i. “Ta budc 10i nguyén cuia thg san nay vao
ngwoi: mot ngay nao d6 nguoi sé bi con moi ctia ngwoi ltra phinh giong nhw
hom nay ta da bi. Ta nguyén rda nguoi sé bi mot dam Bé Rau Cau hung tan
gai bay!”

Dt 10i de doa dang so ay, nit than Neith tan bién vao trong mot dong
sgi day.

“Con cua Set a?” t6i nhiu may nhin Walt. “Chinh xac la-?”

“Coi chirng!” anh ay canh cdo. Quanh chiing t6i, ngo6i dén bat dau sum
xuong. Khong trung lan tan gon gon khi lan séng xung kich phap thuat rit
di, chuyén doi quang canh trd lai Ai Cap hién thoi.

Chung t6i bo chay vira kip dén chan cau thang. Nhitng bitc twong cudi
cung cta dén thg da sup xuong thanh mot dong gach bun mon vet, nhung
cai bong cua Bes van con trong ré dwge trén nén dong gach day, dang tir ti
phai nhat di khi mat trgi 1an xudng.
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“Chung ta can nhanh nhanh 1én,” Walt bao.

“U, nhung 1am sao ta bit dugc no day?”

Sau lwng ching t6i, ai d6 hing hang giong.

Anubis dang tia ngudi vao cay co gan nhat, vé mat t rii. “Ta xin 16i vi
da lam phién. Nhung, Walt nay... dén ldc r6i day.”

Anubis dang khoac vao vé ngoai trinh trong ctia nguwoi Ai Cap. Anh ta
deo vong c6 bang vang, vay den, mang giay sandal, ngoai ra chang con gi
khac. Nhu treedc day t6i tirng dé cap, khéng c6 nhiéu anh chang nao an mac
nhw vay ma van toat ra khi chat dau, nhat 1a con ké mat bang chi con nita,
nhung Anubis lai lam dugc.

Thinh linh vé mat anh ay chuyén sang dé cao canh giac. Anh ta phong
vé phia chiing t6i. Trong mdt khoanh khac t6i nhin thay canh twgng ky quac
Ve t6i trén trang bia ciia mét trong nhitng cudn tiéu thuyét lang man ct rich
ctia 6ng ngoai, canh mot thiéu nit 14 di trong vong tay cia mot anh chang
lwe lwGng an van so sai, trong khi mét chang trai khac ditng tro ra, dwa mat
nhin c6 gai day ao wdc. Oi, nhitng Ia chon dé ghét ma mot dita con gai
phai dwa ra! T6i wéc gi minh c6 dwgc chat thdi gian dé chinh don quan 4o.
Nguwai toi van con dong day bun song da kho cing, sgi day, va cé, nhuw
minh vira bi d6 day dau hac r6i gan 16ng chim 1én vay.

Thé r6i Anubis lach qua t6i ma chop lay vai Walt. A... diéu nay thi bat
ngo day.

Tuy nhién, t6i mau man nhan ra la Anubis da chan khong dé Walt do
sap xuong. Mat Walt 1am tdm mo hoi. Pau anh rii xudng, hai dau géi nhiin
di nhu thé ké nao do da cat phang sgi day cudi cung dang gitt cho anh ditng
vitng. Anubis nhe nhang ha Walt nam xudng dat.

“Walt, ¢ lai vGi ta nao,” Anubis thuc giuc. “Chung ta c6 viéc phai hoan
tat.”

“Viéc phai hoan tat ha?” toi la Ién. T6i khong ré minh bi gi nita, nhung
toi c6 cam giac nhw thé minh vira bi photoshop ra khdi bia sach ctia minh.
Va néu nhv c6 chuyén gi ma téi khéng quen phai chiu, thi dé la viéc bi bo
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lo. “Anubis, anh dang lam gi ¢ day thé? Hai ngudi dang c6 chuyén gi vay?
Vi lai cong viéc quai quy gi co chu?”

Anubis cau may nhin t6i, nhw thé anh ta da quén bang sy hién dién cia
toi. Nhw thé cang khong cai thién dwgce gi cho tam trang cua toi cd. “Sadie-”

“T0i da c6 ndi cho co6 dy,” Walt rén ri. Anubis giup Walt ngoi day, mac
du anh van trong t6i té vo cung.

“Ta hiéu,” Anubis ndi. “khong thé xen vao dugc 10i nao chir gi?”

Walt nan ra dwgc nu cudi yéu 6t. “Anh phéi chitng kién canh c6 ay néi
chuyén vdi nit than Neith vé Bé Rau Cau kia. Co dy giong nhu 1a... t6i
khong biét nita, nhw tau téc hanh chd chir vay. Nit than kia chang c6 duoc
co hoi nao sat.”

“Vang, ta da thady ma,” Anubis ndéi. “Rat dang yéu, theo mot cach dé
ghét nao do.”

“Xin 16i anh nai gi chit?” t6i khong biét nén va vao mat tén nao truéc
day.

“Va khi c6 ay do lyng Ién nhu thé kia,” Anubis néi thém, nhw thé t6i la
mot mau vat thu vi nao dé khong bang.

“Dé thwong,” Walt dong tinh.

“Thé cau da quyét dinh r6i ch gi?” Anubis hoi Walt. “Day la co hoi
cudi cung cua ching ta.”

“Phai. T6i khong thé roi khéi co ay.”

Anubis gat gu siét chat vai Walt. “Ta cling khong thé. Nhung céai béng
tredc ch nhi?”

Walt bat ho, gwong mdt méo xéch di vi dau. “U. Trudc khi qua muon.”

T6i khong thé vo nhw minh dang suy nghi mach lac 1am, nhung c6 mot
diéu qua hién hién: hai ngwdi nay da néi chuyén sau lwng toi nhiéu hon la
toi hang nghi. Hai ngudi ay da noi cai quai gi vé téi cho nhau nghe chit nhi?
Quén chuyén Apophis sap nuét mat trdi di - ddy mdi la con &c mong t6i
thugng cua toi day nay.
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Lam sao ca hai nguwoi dy cung khong thé roi khoi t6i? Nghe dugc diéu
nay tr mot anh chang sap chét va mot vi than ctia nguwdi chét qua 1a dang
ngai that. Hai nguwdi dé da tac thanh mot thit am muu gi day...

Oi troi dat. Toi dang bat dau suy nghi nhw nit than Neith roi day.
Chang may chdc roi toi sé ric vao trong mot ham tri an dwdi mat dat ma an
quan lwong va ndi ldm nham trong khi khau lai nhitng tdi quan cua tat ca
cac cau chang da phu minh.

Tray tra tray trat, Anubis diu Walt dén noi bong ctia Bes, lic nay dang
nhanh chéng bién di duwéi anh chang vang.

“Cau co6 lam dvgce khong?” Anubis hoi.

Walt ri ram gi d6 ma t6i khong nghe ra dwgc. Hai tay anh dang run,
nhwng anh 16i m6t cuc sap tir trong tdi do ra va bat dau nhao nan né thanh
shabti. “Setne cd lam sao cho chuyén nay that phitc tap, nhung gio thi t6i rd
r6i. Pon gian thoi. Cha trdch ma may vi than lai mudn cai kién thirc nay
ngoai tay nguoi pham.”

“Xin 16i nay.” T6i chen ngang.

Ca hai nhin toi.

“Chao, toi la Sadie Kane,” t6i ndi. “T6i khong c6 dong y x6ng vao
cudc noi chuyen than tinh cua nguoi dau, nhung ma hai nguwoi dang lam cai
giong gi thé?”

“Bat béng cua Bes,” Anubis néi vdi toi.

“Nhung...” Hinh nhu t6i khong thé thét ra 101 nao. Vay la thoi réi kiép
tau toc hanh chad chir. T6i da tré thanh tau hw thi c6. “Nhung néu day la
cong viéc ma hai nguwoi dang noi dén, thé thi may cai thit quyét dinh, réi roi
bé t6i la gi vay, va-”

“Sadie,” Walt n6i, “Chting ta sé danh mat cai béng mat néu em khong
ra tay ngay bay gio. Em can phai quan sat 16i chu, dé em c6 thé lam viéc
nay v@i cai bong ctaa con ran.”

“Anh sé khong c6 chét dau, Walt Stone. Em cam day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chi la 10i niém chua don gian thoi ma,” Walt no6i tiép, phét 10 han 16i
van nai cua toi. “Loi trieu goi thong thwong, cé nhitng chi¥ bong cua Bes
thay cho chit Bes. Néu cai bong bi tham thau, em sé can mot 16i chu tréi
buoc dé neo no lai. R6i-”

“Walt, thoi di!”

Anh dang run cam cap, rang lach cach va nhau. Lam sao anh ay lai c6
thé nghi dén chuyén day cho t6i mét bai hoc phap thuat vao lic nay co chit?

“-roi véi viéc nguyén rua,” anh néi, “em sé can phai dirng tredc mat
Apophis. Cach thirc giong hét binh thuwong. Setne da néi doi vé phan ay -
tro bé buia cia han chang c6 gi ddc biét trong phan dy cd. Phan kho khan
duy nhat la phan tim ra cai béng. D6i vdi Bes, ta chi viéc ddo ngwoc 10i
chd. Em phai c6 kha nang tung ra 10i chu tur xa, vi day la mot 10i chit o 1gi.
Céai bong sé muodn gitp em. Tung sheut ra di tim Bes, va n6 phai... phai dem
ong dy quay lai.”

“Nhung ma-”

“Sadie.” Anubis quang tay quanh ngudi toi. D6i mat nau cta anh chita
chan thwong cam. “DPtng bat Walt phdi néi nhiéu hon da néi nita. Cau ta
can stc luc cho 10i chd.”

Walt bat dau ngam nga. Anh gio cuc sap lén, lic nay mang vé ngoai
giong nhu Bes thu nhé, roi anh an twgng sp vao cai béng trén twong.

T6i nitc nd. “Nhung anh 4y sé chét mat!”

Anubis giir 1ay t6i. Anh c6 mui hwong tran trong dén thd - mui nhwa
copal va ho phach cung nhitng mui hwong c6 xwa khac.

“Cau dy dugc sinh ra dudi bong ctia cai chét,” Anubis noi. “Pay 1a ly
do vi sao bon t6i hiéu nhau. Lé ra cu ta phai dé guc ttr 1au roi, nhung Jaz
da dwa cho cau ay mot phan thuéc nwdc cudbi cung dé ngan chan con dau -
cho cdu ay lan bung n6é nang lwong sau cudi trong treong hgp khan cap.”

T6i nhé lai mui sen diu ngot tir hoi thd ctia Walt. “Anh ay chi vira méi
uong thoi. Khi bon em dang chay tron Neith.”
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Anubis gat dau. “N¢6 da dan hét tdc dung ro6i. Cau ta chi con nang
lvgng dé doc xong cau chi.”

“Khong!” T6i chi mudn gao 1én ro6i tdng cho Anubis mot cai, nhung toi
sg thay vao ddy minh chi v& 6a ma khéc théi. Anubis che ché toi trong
vong tay, con toi thi nhong nhéo nhw con bé con.

T6i khong c6 1y do thoai thac nao. Pon gian la t6i khong thé chiu dugc
viéc mat di Walt, thdm chi la dé mang Bes quay lai. Chi mot 1an thoi, sao toi
khong thé thanh cong mot viéc gi ma khong phai hy sinh 16n lao vay chi?

“Em phdi quan sat,” Anubis bao t6i. “Hoc 14y 16i chu. P4y la cach duy
nhat dé em cttu Bes. Va em sé can dén cung mdt loai bua chu dé bat 14y cai
boéng cta con ran.”

“T6i khong quan tam!” t6i khdoc, nhwng van quan sat.

Trong lic Walt ngdm nga, bitc twgng tham thau cai bong ctia Bes nhuw
mot miéng bot bién hat 1y chat 16ng. Twgng sap bién thanh mau den nhw
chi con.

“Pirng lo,” Anubis diu dang bao. “Cai chét khong phai la chdm hét véi
cau ta dau.”

T6i yéu 6t nén vao nguc Anubis. “Toi khong muon nghe diéu ay! Lé
ra anh khéng dwoc c6é mat & day. Chang phai cac vi than da ban 1énh gidi
han véi anh roi sao?”

“T6i dang ra khong dwgc phép & gan em,” Anubis dong tinh, “Vi toi
khong c6 hinh dang nguwoi thuong.”

“Theé thi sao anh lai ¢ day? Khong c6 bai tha ma nao ca. Bay con
khong phai dén thd cua anh kia ma.”

“U,” Anubis thita nhan. Anh hat dau vé phia Walt. “Nhin kia.”

Walt da doc xong cau chi. Anh néi 1én mét tir 1énh duy nhat: “Hi-
nehm.”

Chit twgng hinh mang nghi Nhap Lai sang ruc 1én anh bac trén nén sap
den:
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Day cung la cau Iénh toi da dung dé stra lai ctra hang do lwu niém &
Dallas, cuing cau lénh chi Amos da dung ky Giang sinh vira roi khi chu biéu
dién cach han gan chiéc dia tra bi v3. Va vdi long doan chac dang so, to6i
biét day sé la 10i chi cu6i cing ma Walt noi ra.

Anh d6 sum veé trudc. Toi chay dén bén anh. Om dau anh vao tay. Hoi
thé anh kho khe.

“Co tac dung,” anh théu thao. “Nao... giti cai bong dén cho Bes. Em sé
phai-”

“Walt, xin anh,” t6i n6i. “Bon em c6 thé dwa anh vé Vung Mot. Cac
thay thudc co 1é sé-”

“Khong, Sadie...” Anh an twgng sap vao tay t6i. “Nhanh 1én.”

To6i c6 tap trung. Hau nhw 1a khong thé, nhung t6i da c6 ddo nguoc
dugc 10i cta 161 nguyén. Toi diéu khién sitc manh vao trong twgng sap va
hinh dung ra Bes nhw truéc day da tirng. Toi hoi thiic cai bong di tim chu
nhan ctia minh, tai danh thitc linh hon ctia 6ng ay. Thay vi x6a bé Bes khoi
thé gidi, t0i co hoa lai 6ng dy vao toan canh, lan nay la bang loai muc vinh
ctru.

Birc twgng sap héa thanh khéi r6i bién mat.

“C6 - 0 tac dung khong vay?” toi hoi

Walt khong tra 16i. Hai mat anh nham nghién. Anh nam im nhw twong.
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“Oi 1am on... khong.” T6i 6m trdn Walt, dang lanh di nhanh chéng.
“Anubis, lam gi di chw!”

Khong 10i dap. T6i quay lai, Anubis da bién mat.

“Anubis!” t6i gao 1én that 16n dén ndi 10i téi vang vong lai tir nhitng
mom da xa xa. T6i dat Walt nam xudng nhe nhang xoay vong 360 d6, nam
tay siét chat. “Vay thoi sao?” t6i hét 1én khong trung trong rong. “Anh cudp
l1ay linh hon cua anh 4y r6i bo di sao? To6i ghét anh!”

Dot nhién Walt ha hc mom thé réi mé mat.

T6i nac 1én nhe ca nguoi.

“Walt!” t6i quy xuéng canh anh.

“Cai cong,” anh hoi ha bao.

Toi chang biét y anh ay la gi. C6 1é anh vira kinh qua mot kiéu canh
mong suyt chét nao d6 chang? Giong anh nghe rd hon, khong dau dén gi ca,
nhung van con yéu. “Sadie, nhanh 1én. Gid em da biét 10i chi r6i. N6 sé c6
tac dung vdi... vdi cai bong caa con ran.”

“Walt, da xdy ra chuyén gi?” t6i chui nwéc mat khoi mat. “Cong gi
vay?”

Anh yéu 6t chi tay. Cach ddy vai mét, mot canh cong t6i den chon von
trén khong trung. “Nguyén cudc thit thach nay la cai bay,” anh néi. “Setne...
gio anh nhin ra ké hoach ctia han ré6i. Anh trai em can dén em giup day.”

“Nhung con anh thi sao? Pi v6i em!”

Walt lac dau. “Anh van con qué yéu. Anh sé co hét sitc triéu goi tiép
vién tir C8i Am cho em - em sé& can dén ho - nhung anh khong thé nhic
nhich n6i. Anh sé gap em vao lic binh minh, tai Ving Mot, néu - néu em
chac la em khong ghét anh.”

“Ghét anh u?” t6i roi tri toan tap. “Lam quai sao em phai ghét anh
chi?”

Anh cudi buon - mot nu cwoi khong giong anh chiit nao.

“Nhin nay,” anh noi.
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T6i mat mot lic mai hiéu y Walt néi. Mot cdm giac lanh 1o tran qua
t0i. Walt da song sét nhu thé nao? Anubis dau? Hai ngudi ho dang am muu
gi vay?

N than Neith da goi Walt la dita con ctua Set, nhung anh dy dau phai.
Pitta con duy nhét cia Set la Anubis.

T6i da co ndi cho co bé, Walt da noi thé.

Cau ay dugc sinh ra duwéi bong cua cai chét, Anubis da néi vdi toi. Bay
1a 1y do vi sao bon t6i hiéu nhau.

Tb6i khong muén dau, nhwng t6i ha tim nhin ctia minh xuéng Céi Am.
Noi Walt dang nam day, t6i nhin thdy mot nguwdi khac, nhung mot hinh dnh
dan chong... mot chang trai tré dang nam ddy xanh xao yéu 6t, deo vong co
vang van vay Ai Cap mau den, vdi doi mat nau quen thudc cung nu cwoi
buon. Sdu xudng dwdi nita, t6i nhin thdy quang hao quang mau xam sang
rirc cia mot vi than - hinh sang dau ché rirtng ctia Anubis.

“Oi... khong, khong.” Téi ditng day loang choang lui khéi anh ta. Khéi
hai nguwdi ho. That nhiéu méanh ghép hinh trong mot Itc da rap lai véi nhau.
DPau 6c t6i quay cuong. Kha nang bién moi thit thanh bui cia Walt... day la
dwong 16i ctia Anubis. Anh dy diéu khién sttc manh cta than trong bao
thang nay. Tinh ban gitta ho, nhitng cudc thao luan cta ho, cai cach ma
Anubis da ggi y dé citu 1ay Walt...

“Anh dang lam gi thé?” t6i trgn mat nhin anh kinh hoang. T6i chang r6
minh phdi goi anh ta la gi nita.

“Sadie, la anh day,” Walt néi. “Van la anh ma.”

“Khong!” Hai chan t6i lay bay. T6i caAm thay nhuw minh bi phan boi va
Itra gat. Cam giac nhw thé thé gigi nay da do sap xuong Bién hon mang.

“Anh c6 thé giai thich,” anh néi bang hai giong. “Nhuwng Carter can su
giup do cua em. Xin em, Sadie a-”

“Thoi di!” Toi khong tw hao gi vGi cach minh phan tng, nhung toi
quay di boé chay, nhdy thang qua canh cong bong t6i. Luc day toi tham chi
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chdng mang cong nay sé dan dén dau, mién la né dan di xa khoi céi sinh vat
khong biét chét ma t6i nghi minh titng yéu quy.

https://thuviensach.vn



15. TOI BIEN THANH CON VUON MAU TiA

BE RAU CAU HA? KHONG PHAI CHU?

Toi chwra cé nghe thdy phan d6. Con em gdi cua toi chwa khi nao tirng
lam t6i kinh ngac - [va khong phai dau, Sadie, do cling khong phai la 10i
khen nggi dau nhé.]

Ma thoi, trong lic Sadie vat va véi tdn tuéng trai siéu nhién 4y, thi t6i
phai doi dau véi ga thuyén tredng dau riu giét choc ay, ga nay ro rang la
muon doi tén minh thanh Lwsi Riu Vdy Thém Nhiéu Mau.

“Lui lai,” t6i bao con quy. “PA4y la 1énh.”

Ludi Riu Vay Mau thot ra tiéng cudi hitm hirm han la tiéng cuwoi 16n.
Han vung dau sang trdi - giong nhw dong tac nhdy cta Elvis Presley ay - thé
la b6 ngay mot 16 vao twdng. Poan hdn quay lai doi dién t6i, manh vun pha
day hai vai.

“Ta c6 nhitng ménh 1énh khac,” han htr hir. “Lénh phai giét!”

Han lao dén nhw m6t con bo mdng. Sau céi hoi vat va ma ching toi da
kinh qua trong serapeum, thi mot con bo mong la thit t6i chang muén phai
doi dau ti nao.

Toi thoi ra ci dam. “Ha-wi!”

Chtr twgng hinh mang nghia Ra Bon sang len gitra hai chung toi:
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Mot ndam dam nang lwgng mau xanh nén xudng Ludi Riu Vay Mau
(LRVM), day han ra khéi ctra xuyén thang qua bitc twong cuia cabin doi
dién. Mot ci dam nhw thé han da ha knock-out ngwdi thwong roi, nhung toi
c6 thé nghe thady LRVM dang cao cao qua dong do6 nat, kéu hirm hirm gian
dir.

To6i rang nghi. Cit dap han lién tu bat tan nhw thé chac 1a vui lam,
nhuwng phap thuat khong hoat dong nhw vay. Mot khi da dugc noi ra, mot tw
than thanh khong thé dugc tai sit dung trong nhiéu phut, nhiéu khi tham chi
ca nhiéu gio nita co.

Hon nita, nhitng twr than thanh la loai phap thuat hang dau. T6i da hoc
duwgc qua sai lam rang noi ra qua nhiéu tir than thanh sé tiéu tan nang lwgng
cta ban vo cung nhanh, trong khi t6i chang con dwgc bao nhiéu nang lugng
dé dung dén nita roi.

Van dé thit nhat: Gitt cho con quy tranh xa Zia. C6 dy van con mé mé
tinh tinh va hoan toan mat kha nang ty vé. T6i triéu héi hét moi phap thuat
co thé thot 1én: “N’dah!” - Bao Veé.

O
W

Anh sang xanh mé téa quanh Zia. T6i nhin thdy canh héi twdng kinh
hoang vé Itc t6i tim thdy Zia trong ngdi mo day nuwdc ctia co6 dy mua xuan
vira r6i. Néu c6 dy tinh day thdy minh dwgc bao boc trong luéng nang lwgng
xanh ro6i twdng la minh lai bi cam tu thi...

“Oi Zia,” t0i noi, “tdi khong co y-”
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“SAT!” LRVM ving lén tir déng d6 nat bén phong dsi dién. Mot chiéc
g0i nho6i 16ng cam trén dau han, xa 16ng ngong khap bo dong phuc cua han.

Toi phéng ra sanh hanh lang lao xu6ng cau thang, liéc nhin ra sau dé
dam bdo la tén thuyén trudng dang dudi theo t6i chit khong phai la Zia.
May chua - han dang bam theo t6i sat nt.

T6i chay xudng duwgc boong tau lién la 16n, “Setne!”

Tén hon ma nay chang thdy dau. Bam thay tha den dang phat r6 ca
1én, cudng cuong phut qua phut lai tif tung, va vao twong, vong 1én qua 6ng
khai, rat 1én roi ha xuéng céi van cau chang vi 1y do cu thé nao. To6i doan vi
khong dwgc LRVM ra 1énh nén ching mat phwong huéng.

Con thuyén chao xuéng Dong Song Dém, lac qua lac lai trong dong
thay lwu nhw bi xin. Chuing t6i chu6i qua gitta hai vach da 16m chdm c6 kha
nang nghién than tau thanh bét vun, réi lot xuéng mot thac nwéc trong mot
tiéng sam € ca rang. T6i liéc 1én budng lai va chang thiy ai dang cam lai ca.
Viéc ching t6i chrra bi dam tau da la mét diéu phi thuong roi. Toi phai
gianh quyén diéu khién con tau thoi.

T6i bé chay vé phia cau thang.

Khi t6i chay duwgc nira dwong, LRVM bong tir dau xudt hién ra. Han bo
dau minh ngang bung t6i, rach toang do t6i. Néu ma bung t6i béo hon mot
chit - khong, t6i chang mudn nghi dén chuyén nay dau. T6i loang choang
lti lai, tay an vao ron. Han chi méi cao xudc da thoi, nhwng cai canh may
ngon tay toi dinh méau da khién t6i mudn xiu.

Chién vdi cha binh, t6i tu si va.

May qua, LRVM da cam ngap céi dau riu cia han vao twong réi. Han
van con dang c6 kéo dau ra, vira c6 vira cau nhau, “Ménh 1énh méi: Giét
Carter Kane. Mang han dén Vung dat cia Quy di¥. Phdi lam sao chi c6 di
khong c6 vé.”

Vung dat ctia Quy dit a?

T6i chay phéng 1én cau thang di vao buong lai.
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Quanh thuyén, dong song khudy dao thanh thac ghénh trang x6a. Mot
coOt xwong tr trong swong mu lu It hién ra cao vao man phai thuyén, giat
rach mot phan lan can. Ching t6i bé nghiéng ro6i tang tdc. Dau do6 phia
tredc ching toi, t6i nghe thay tiéng gao rd ctia hang triéu hang triéu tan
nuwdc trat ao ao vao huw khong. Ching t6i dang lao dau vé phia thac nuéc.

Toi tuyét vong nhin quanh tim bo. Khé ma nhin ré dwgc qua 16p swong
mu day dic cuing 4nh sdng xam duc 16 m& cia C6i Am, nhung cach mili tau
chirng tram thwéc, t6i nghi minh thay dwoc anh Itta dang chdy, cing mot
dwong ké mau den cé thé 1a bai bién.

Vung dat cia Quy dit nghe da xdu roi, nhung van chwa bang viéc phai
roi xudng thac nwdc va bi nghién nat thanh tram manh. T6i xé phang day
kéo chudng bao dong va cot cd dinh banh 14i, chia thang ching t6i vao bo.

“Giét Kane!”

Chiéc tng boéng 16n cua tén thuyén triedng dap vao swon toi tong toi
xuyén thang qua ctra s6 bén trai. Kinh v& lodng xoang, cao vao lung va hai
chan t6i. T6i va vao mot 6ng khéi néng hoi, doi ra, roi ram xudng boong
tau.

Tam nhin cta t6i nhoe di. Vét cat ngang bung dau nhirc. Hai chan toi c6
cam giac nhw vira bi trieng dung lam do gai ngita rang cho cop va theo nhw
con nhitc nh6i bén lwon, thi cé 18 toi da gdy mat vai xwong swon sau cu nga.

No6i tom lai, khong phai la kinh nghiém giao chién hay ho nhét cua t6i.

E? Horus 1én tiéng trong dau t6i. C6 y dinh kéu goi gitip d& gi khong
day, hay la cau bang long ty chét mot minh vay?

Phai roi, toi gat lai 6ng ta. Loi cham chich c6 ich vo cung day.

S that 13, to6i nghi minh khong con du nang lwgng dé ma triéu goi hoa
than cia minh nita, tham chi la v&i sy gitip d& ctia Horus. Tran chién véi
than bo Apis da gan nhu vat kiét sitc toi, ma day la trwedc khi toi bi tén quy
riu dudi danh va dap bay ra khéi ctra so6 day.

To6i c6 thé nghe thay tiéng LRVM nén budc thinh thich xudng cau
thang. T6i c6 ditng 1én, xém chut ngat di vi dau.
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Vii khi, t6i bao véi Horus. T6i can mot moén vii khi.

Tbi véi tay vao Cdi Am va 16i ra mot cong 16ng da diéu.

“Phai khong chit?” t6i la lén.

Horus khong dap lai.

Trong khi ddy dam thay thu dén vot qua vot lai hodng loan khi con
thuyén lao vao bg. Lic nay bai bién dé nhin ra hon r6i - cat den virong vai
xuwong va nhitng chum khi nui Itra tv nhitng khe nitt rue Itva phong vot 1éen.
Oi troi oi. Pung 1a noi thich hgp ma t6i muén dap vao day roi.

Tai tha chiéc 16ng da diéu ra ma véi tay vao trong Cdi Am Ian nita.

Lan nay toi 16i ra m6t cap vii khi quen thudc - méc cau la luwdi néo, cac
biéu twgng quen thudc ctia pharaoh. Méc cau la cay gay hai mau vang - dé
cta ké chan ctru, mot dau gy cong cong lai. Cai néo la mot cot tay cam céd
ba sgi xich c6 mau nhon trong hiém dbc. T6i da trong thay nhiéu loai vii khi
twong tw. Moi pharaoh déu c6 mot bo.

Nhung b0 nay trong giong cap nguyén thuy dén dang lo - nhitng vii khi cta
vi than mat tréi ma t6i da tim duwgc thay trong mua xuan réi trong mo cia
Zia.

“MaAy cai nay lam gi & day thé?” t6i chat van. “Ching phai ¢ bén than
Ra chi?”

Horus van im re. T6i c6 cam giac la 6ng ta cling kinh ngac nhu toi.
LRVM nén budc quanh bén hong buong lai. B dong phuc ctia han bi
rach va phu day 16ng chim. May 1w&i riu cda han bi thém doi cho sttt mé, va
han quan cai chuéng bao dong quanh tng bén trai khién n6 kéu lanh canh

moi khi ban buwéc di. Nhung han van con trong kha kham hon toi.

“Pt roi,” han hirm htirm. “Ta da phuc vu cho gia dinh Kane qua lau r6i!”

O phia miii thuyén, tdi nghe thdy tiéng cach, cach, cach ctia van cau
dang ha xuong. Toi li€c qua va thdy Setna dang binh than tha budc bang
qua khi con song khudy dado bén duwéi han. BDén mép dau van cau thi han
dirng lai chd dgi trong khi con thuyén lao vé phia bai bién cat den. Han
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dang chuan bi nhdy xudng an toan. Va cap dudi canh tay han la mot cuon
van ty gidy c6i 1én - cudn Sach cda than Thoth.

“Setne!” toi hét 16n.

Han quay lai vay vay tay, mim cwdi vui vé. “Sé khong sao dau Carter!
Toi sé quay lai ngay!”

“Tas!” toi quat.

Ngay 1ap tttc Déi Hathor quén 1dy hdn, quan ludn cudn gidy, thé 1a Setna
té thang xudng nudc.

Toi dau c6 dinh lam thé, nhung chang con thoi gian ma nghi nggi nita
roi. LRVM téan cong, chan trai ctia han kéu 1én bich, BOONG!, bich,
BOONG! Tbi lan nghiéng sang bén khi cai dau riu ctia han chat xuéng san
nha, nhwng han hoi phuc nhanh hon t6i. Xwong swon t6i c6 cdm gidc nhw
vira bi nhing vao a-xit. Tay t6i yéu dén mirc khong nhac ndi cai néo cua
than Ra. Toi giwvong moc cau 1én ty vé, nhuwng lai chang biét st dung né thé
nao.

LRVM ditng lu lu bén trén t6i, kéu hit htr han hoan ac doc. Toi biét
minh khong thé ra sitc tdn cong thém lan niva. T6i sap sira bién thanh hai
nita tdch roi cua Carter Kane r6i.

“Tao v&i may xong chuyén r6i!” han rong lén.

Bat thinh linh, han phut 1én thanh mét cot Itta. Than minh han bay bién.
Cai dau kim loai roi xuéng, cam vao mat boong tau gitta hai chan t6i.

Toi chép chdp mat, thac mac khong biét cé phai day la chiéu tro quy
quai gi khong, nhung LRVM qua that da hoan toan bién mat. Bén canh dau
riu, nhung gi con sét lai la doi tng sang choang ctia han, 1a cai chudéng bao
dong hoi bi chdy, cung vai chiéc 16ng ngong chay xém lo lttng trong khong
trung.

Cach day vai mét, Zia dang twa ngudi vao buong lai. Ban tay phai ctaa
co ay ngun ngut Itra.

“Pung,” Zia 1am bam vao cai lwdi riu nguat khaéi. “Ching ta xong chuyén
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Co0 dap tat ltra, doan ldo dao di dén 6m cham lay toi. T6i nhe ngudi dén
suyt nita la khong dé tam gi dén con dau xé bén swon.

“Co 0n 1r6i,” toi ndi, trong tinh hudng ay nghe tham ngd ngan, nhung c6
ay lai mim cwoi dap tang toi.

“On,” Zia dap. “T6i hoang mot lic. Roi thitc ddy v6i quang ning lwong
xanh quanh minh, nhvng ma-”

Toi bat chgt liéc ra sau lung c6 ay, thé 1a da day t6i 16n ca Ién.

“Bam chac vao!” t6i la 16n.

Con thuyén N hoang Ai Cap sam sap lao hét toc lyc vao bo.

Gio thi téi da hiéu thong sudt vi sao phdi cai day an toan.

C6 bam chac vai thi cling hoan toan vo6 ich. Con thuyén lao 1én dat lién
birng mot e 16n dén noi, Zia va toi ban 1én troi nhu may vién dan than
cong bang ngudi. Bén dudi chiang t6i than thuyén vd tan trong tiéng ka-
blam! Kinh hon. Canh vat lao vun vit vé phia mat t6i. T6i chi c6 duwgc nira
gidy dé suy ngam liéu minh sé chét vi roi dap xuong dat hay lot vao cai khe
nit phut Itta kia day. Thé roi, tir bén trén t6i, Zia tom lay tay t6i giat toi
nguoc lén troi.

T6i nhac thady vé mat cua c6, trong cang thang day quyét tam, mét tay
tom chat toi con tay kia déo bAm vao mong vudt cia mot con kén kén
khong 16. Bua hé mang cia Zia. May thang trdi nay toi da chang nghi dén
diéu nay, nhung Zia c6 mot bua hd mang la chim kén kén. Chang biét bang
cach nao ma c6 ay da xoay sé diéu hoat dwgc no, vi Zia don gian 1a tai tinh
thé thoi.

Khéng may 1a, con kén kén khong du sttc kéo dugc hai con ngudi. N6
chi c6 thé gitp ching t6i roi chdm hon, vi thé thay vi bi té dap mat dep 1ép
xubng dat, toi va Zia lan cu cu trén nén cat den, roi chong 1én nhau ngay
trén mép khe nut phut Iwva.

Nguc toi c6 cam giac nhw bi dam bep. Tirng thd thit trong ngwai t6i dau
nhttc, mat thi hoa. Nhung t6i 1ay lam ngac nhién rang, moc cau va céi néo
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cta than mat trdi dwgc nam chat trong tay phai ctia toi. T6i tham chi khong
y thitc dwge 1a minh van con git ching.

Chac han Zia kha kham hon t6i (tat nhién, toi tirng trong thdy ngudi bi
tai nan giao thong con lanh 1an hon t6i dy chit). Co6 thu duwgc sitc Iyc kéo t6i
ra xa khoi khe ntt di vé phia bo bién.

“0ai,” toi kéu len.

“Nam im.” Co néi 1én mot ti 1énh, thé la con kén kén teo lai thanh
miéng bua. Co luc loi khap ba I6.

Zia lay ra mot chiéc hii men be bé va bat dau xat thi bot déo mau xanh
1én nhitng ch6é bam, cho béng va vét cat trén lwng va nguc t6i. Con dau bén
lwon diu di ngay 1ap tirc. Cac vét thuwong bién mat. Hai ban tay ctia Zia vira
am vira mém min. Loai thudc cao phép thuat c6 mui nhw hoa kim ngan ng
rd. Day khong phai la trdi nghiém t6i t€ nhat to6i gdp phai trong ngay hom
nay.

Zia voc ra thém mot voc thudec ma r6i nhin vao vét cat ngang bung t6i.
“Um... phan nay thi cau phai ty lam tho6i.”

Co trét thuéc md vao may ngoén tay toi roi dé t6i ty boi. Vét thuwong lién
lai. Toi t t* ng6i day cham s6c cho nhitng vét cat do kinh v trén hai chan
minh. Bén trong nguc t6i, téi thé la minh c6 thé cdm nhan nhitng xwong
swon dang lanh lai. T6i hit vao mot hoi sau roi nhe ca nguwdi khi khong thay
dau.

“Cam on nhé,” t6i n6i. “Thi dy la gi thé?”

“Nefertem’s Blam,” Zia dap.

“Bom &?”

Tiéng cwdi cia Zia khién t6i cdm thdy dé chiu gan nhw thit thu6c mao kia
vay. “La loai dau chita vét thwong, Carter a. Pugc lam tir hoa sen xanh,
hanh ngo, nhan sam, malachite nghién min, cong thém mot vai nguyén liéu
dac biét khac. Rat hiém, va day la lo duy nhat cta t6i. Cho nén dirng c6 bi
thvong niva nhé.”

“Vang thua sép.”
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T6i mirng vi dau minh théi khong con quay mong nita. Mat nhin bi hoa
gio da quay lai binh thvong.

Nit hoang Ai Cap thi khéng dwgc lanh 1an cho lam. Nhitng manh than
tau con sot lai nam rai rac khap bo bién - van thuyén, thanh chan, day thirng
cung kinh, lan Ion trong dong xwong c6 san tai noi nay. Buong 1ai da nod
tung. Lita cudn toa ra tir nhitng ctta so6 vo. Nhitng 6ng khoi gy tda khoi
vang bap bung vao dong song.

Trong khi chiing t6i ditng nhin, dudi tau dit lia chim xudéng nuwdc, kéo
theo nhitng qua cau ltra bap bung. Co6 1€ thuy tha doan phap thuat kia bi tréi
budc vao con thuyén. Cé thé thdm chi ching khong phai la sinh vat séng.
Nhung t6i van cam thay thiong cho chiing khi ching bién mat vao bén
dudi bé mat nwdc nho nho.

“Chung ta sé khong quay tré lai theo nga do,” toi nai.

“U,” Zia dong tinh. “Ta dang & dau vay? Chuyén gi di xay ra cho
Setne?”

Setne. T6i sém chut quén béng tén hon ma déu cang. L€ ra tdi chang co
van dé gi véi viéc han bi chim xuéng dong song ca, nhiwng ma han lai dang
gitt cuén Sach cua than Thoth.

Toi dwa mat ra soat bai bién. Ngac nhién that, tdi nhin ra mot xac wép
mau hong hoi ta toi cach chirng hai muwoi mét phia bo nwéc, dang quan quai
vat va vigt qua nhitng manh thuyén v troi giat, ro rang la dang c6 loi nhoi
thoat ra ngoai.

To6i chi cho Zia thdy. “Ta c6 thé dé mac han nhw thé, nhung han giit
cu6n sach cta than Thoth.”

Zia nd mot trong nhitng nu cwdi tan nhan khién t6i thay mirng c6 ay
khong phai la ké thu cua t6i. “Khoéng c6 gi phai voi. Han chang di xa dugc
dau. Ta lam mot budi picnic nhé?”

“T& thich cai cach cdu nghi day.”

Chung t6i rai do dac ra roi c6 gang hét sttc lau chui sach sé. Toi 16i ra
vai chai nwéc va thanh Iwong thue - phdi roi, nhin t6i nay, tay Huwéng dao
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sinh.

Chung t6i an an uéng uéng va quan sat tén hon ma boc trong giay goi
hong cua ching t6i dang c6 bo di.

“Chinh x4c thi ching ta dén noi nay bang cach nao thé?” Zia héi. Con
bo hung bang vang ctia c6 dy van dang 16ng lanh ngay c6. T6i nhé dén
serapeum, con bo mong Apis, cung can phong chita &nh sang mat trgi. Roi
sau day thi, mu tit.

T6i van hét kha nang mo ta nhitng gi xdy ra - tam khién bo hung phap
thudt cta Zia, nhitng sttc manh tuyét dinh tir Khepri ma c06 dy bat ngo c6
dwgc, cach co dy quay chin bo mong Apis r6i suyt nita la thiéu luén chinh
minh. T6i gidi thich minh da dwa Zia quay lai thuyén nhv thé nao, LRVM
da hoa tam than ra sao.

Zia cau may. “Cau cho phép Setne ra lénh cho LRVM sao?”

“U. C6 1& day khong phai 1a y twéng hay ho nhat cia t6i.”

“Roi han dem chung ta dén day - dén Vung dat cua Quy dit, la noi nguy
hiém nhat trong C6i Am.”

Toi ti'ng nghe dén Vung dat cua Quy dit, nhung lai khong biét gi nhiéu
vé no6. Vao lic nay, t6i khong muon hoc héi gi cd. Hom nay t6i da thoat
khoi cai chét 1am lan roi, toi chi mudn ngéi day, nghi ngoi, va tro chuyén
v&i Zia - va c6 1€ la thuwong 1am canh Setne dang vat va dé thoat di dau do
trong cai kén vai liém cuda han.

“Cau, rm, c6 ok khong?” t6i hoi Zia. “Y t6i 13, vé mdy chuyén v&i than
mat troi...”

Co6 nhin dam dam khdp quang canh 16 cho nhitng cat den, xwong va lra.
Khong dugc bao nhiéu nguoi trong xinh dep trong anh sang cta nhitng cum
khéi Itra siéu nong dau. Zia lai lam duogc.

“Carter nay, toi muon noéi vdi cau, nhwng lai khong hiéu chuyén gi dang
xay ra voi minh. Toi sg.”

“Khong sao dau,” toi bao. “Tdi la con mat ctia Horus. T6i hiéu ma.”
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Zia biu mdi. “Nhung Ra thi khac. Ong 4y 13o lang hon nhiéu, dé diéu
tiét lai nguy hiém hon nhiéu. Vi lai ong ta dang bi mac ket trong cai than
x4c quit queo gia nua vo tich sy. Ong ta khong thé bit dau lai vong tai sinh
cua minh.”

“Vi thé 6ng dy méi can dén cd,” tdi doan. “Ong ta ting cho c6 con bo
hung ay khi méi gip c6 lan dau. Ong ta mudn cd lam vat cha cho 6ng ay.”

Mot khe nitt phut Itva 1én. Vé phan chiéu trong mat Zia goi cho t6i nh@
dén vé ngoai ctia o dy khi c6 nhap vao véi Khepri - hai dong ti ctia c6 ay
ryc tran ngon ltra sac cam.

“Khi t6i bi chon trong cdi... cai quach dy,” Zia néi, “To6i gan nhu héa
dién, Carter a. T6i van dang con 4c mong day nay. Roi khi t6i cham vao sitc
manh cta Ra, t6i lai c6 cling mot sy hoang loan. Ong ta cam thdy minh bj tl
tung, bat lwc. V&i cham vao 6ng dy ¢t nhu la... nhw 1a c6 cttu 1ay mot nguoi
dang chim chét dudi. Ho bau viu vao cau roi dim cdu xuéng cung minh.”
Zia lac dau. “Cé thé chuyén nay noi ra nghe ngé ngan. Nhung sttrc manh
ctia 6ng ay co dao thoat khoi minh, con t6i thi rdng 1dam mdi ché ngy n6
dwgce. Cit moi lan t6i ngat di, thi tinh hinh tré xau hon.”

“Moi lan u?” t6i hoi “Thé nghia la tredc day co tirng ngat a?”

Co giai thich vé nhitng gi xay ra trong Ngoi nha An dudng khi c6 ra stic
dung cau Itta pha hay vién duwdng lao. Chi 1a mot chi tiét con con ma Sadie
da quén khong ké cho t6i nghe théi ma.

“Than Ra qua manh,” c6 n6i. “T6i qua yéu khong kiém soat ndi Ong ta.
Trong ham md véi bo mong Apis, 1€ ra toi da cé thé giét cau roi.”

“Nhung cdu c6 giét dau,” toi néi. “Co da ciu mang td - mot lan nita. TG
biét 1a khé lam chi¥, nhung c6 c6 thé khong ché kiém soat dugc sirc manh.
Than Ra can phai thoat ra khéi nguc tu ctia minh. Cai y twdng vé béng phép
thuat ma Sadie mudn thit véi Bes dy a? Toi c6 linh cam tro ay sé khéng c6
tac dung vdi than Ra. Vi than mat trdi nay can dugc tai sinh. C6 hiéu day
nhw thé nao ma. Té nghi ddy la 1y do vi sao 6ng ta trao cho cau Khepri, mat
troi dang moc.” toi chi vao bua bo hung ho mang cta Zia. “Co la chia khoa
dé ong ta quay trd lai.”
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Zia can thém mo6t miéng thitc an. “Cé vi nhw ly xop ay.”

“U,” toi thira nhan. “Khong ngon bing Macho Nachos. T6i van con ng
c6 mot lan hen di choi trong khu an uéng cua trung tam mua sam.”

Zia yéu 6t cuoi. “T6i wdc gi chung ta c6 thé lam thé ngay lic nay.”

“Thudng thi may ban gai khong hao hitng di choi véi t6i dau. Um... ma
khong phai la toi tirng ru ai-”

Zia ruén nguoi tdéi roi hon toi.

T6i da twdng twgng chuyén nay lam lan roi, nhwng t6i da khong chuan
bi, nén da khong phéan tng diéu nghé lam khi dwgc hon. To6i danh roi thanh
protein r6i hit vao vi qué tir 6 ay. Khi Zia Iui lai, t6i dang hdp hép thd nhw
con ca. T6i ndi ra gi day nhw la “Him-uw-ht.”

“Cau tir té ma, Carter,” Zia bdo. “Va vui tinh. Vi lai madc du cau vira
m&i bi tong ra khoi ctra s6 va phéng di tir mot vu no, thi cau van dep trai.
Cau tride nay ciling rat nhan nai véi t6. Nhung té sg. T chira bao gid gin
gitt dwgc bat ¢t nguwdi nao ma té quan tam - bé me td, ong Iskandar... Néu
t¢ qua yéu khong kiém soat duwgc sirc manh cta than Ra roi rét cudc lam ton
thvong cau thi-”

“Khong c6 dau,” toi n6i ngay. “Cau sé khong phai thé dau, Zia a. Than
Ra khong chon cdu vi cau yéu kém dau. Ong ay chon 1a vi cdu manh. V3,
trm...” T6i nhin xudéng méc cau va néo dang ndm bén than minh. “Hai th
nay tu nhién hién ra...t6 nghi chiing xuat hién la c6 1y do ca. Cau nén giit
lay chiuing.”

To6i dinh dwa sang cho Zia nhung c6 dy da cudn may ngon tay cua toi
quanh chung.

“Gitr chung di,” c6 dy bdo. “Cau no6i phai: ching khong ti nhién ma
xudt hién, nhung chiing hién ra trong tay cau co ma. C6 thé ching la do caa
than Ra day, nhung Horus phai la pharaoh.”

Hai mon vii khi chitng nhw nong 1én, hay c6 1é ddy 1a vi Zia dang nam
tay toi. Y nghi st dung dén méc cau va néo 1am tdi lo ling. T6i dd mat céi
khopesh cta minh - 1a thanh kiém dugc linh gac ctia pharaoh stt dung - r6i

https://thuviensach.vn



thu dugc vii khi chinh pharaoh. Ma cting khong phai ctia pharaoh ba v@
nao... Toi dang cam nhitng cong cu cta than Ra, vi vua dau tién cta cac
than.

To6i, Carter Kane, mot cau bé mudi lam tudi hoc tai gia dang van con tap
cach cao rau dong thoi chang cé kha nang tw an van dé di khiéu vii trong
treong - chang biét vi sao toi lai dugc cho la cé tu cach sé hitu nhitng moén
vii khi quyén nang nhat trong tao héa.

“Lam sao cau c6 thé chac thé?” tdi hoi. “Sao may thit nay lai la cua t&
duogc?”

Zia mim cuoi. “Co 18 t¢ dang ngdy cang hiéu duwgc Ra dé dang hon. Ong
ta can sy trg giap cta Horus. Té can cau.”

Toi c6 ndn ra diéu gi doé dé noi, hay liéu t6i c6 gan doi hoi thém mot nu
hon nita hay khong. To6i chwa khi nao hinh dung ra Ian hen ho dau tién cta
minh lai trén mét bd song vieong vai xwong trong Vung dat cta Quy di,
nhung tai thoi diém 4y tdi chang mudn c6 mat & noi nao khac ca.

Thé r6i t6i nghe thay mot tiéng bup - am thanh ctia dau ai d6 va vao mot
miéng go day. Setne thot 1én tiéng chii thé nghén nghet. Han da rang sirc
nhich dwgc ngay dén phan séng than tau bi v3. Bi bat ngd va mat thang
bang, han lan tdm xudng nwdc va dang bat dau chim.

“To6t hon ta nén vét han 1én,” toi bao.

“U,” Zia dong tinh. “Chiing ta khong muén cuén Sach cua than Thoth bi
héng.”

Chung t6i kéo Setne 1én bo. Zia can than chi doc chu thao bua ra khéi
may sgi ruy bang quanh ngwc han dé co ay cé thé kéo cudn Sach cia than
Thoth ra khoi nach han. Mirng qu4, cudn van ty gidy céi c6 vé con nguyéen
Si.

Setne kéu lén, “Mmmm-hmmpfh!”

“Xin 16i nhé, khong quan tam,” t6i bao. “Bon ta da c6 dwgc cudn sach,
nén bay gio sé chia tay mi day. Ta khong thich bi dam sau lvng hay nghe
mady 101 doi trd cia mi nita.”
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Setne dao tron mat. Han cuéng cuong lac dau, 1am bam diéu gi day chac
c6 1é 1a mot 10i gidi thich dau dudi vé 1y do tai sao han c6 quyén khién cho
tén quy day td cta toi phan lai t6i.

Zia m@ cudn van ty ra nghién citu chit nghia bén trong. Poc qua vai
dong, cd ay bat dau cau may. “Carter, cai nay... la thi vo cung nguy hiém.
T& chi méi dang doc lw6t qua, nhwng da thay 161 mo ta vé nhitng dinh thy
bi mat ctia cac vi than, nhitng 10i chu khién céac than tiét 16 danh tinh that,
thong tin vé cach lam sao nhan dién ra dugc cac than du hoc c6 dang co
khoac vao hinh dang nao...”

Co ay so hai ngwéc nhin 1én. “V§i nhitng kién thitc nhw thé nay, Setne
han c6 thé hay ra vo van ton that. Diéu dang mirng duy nhat la... theo nhu t&
thay, da s6 cac 16i chd nay chi cé thé dwoc st dung b&i mot phap s con
song. Mot hon ma sé khong thé gieo nhitng 10i chui nay dwgc.”

“Co 1€ day la ly do han dé cho ching ta con séng dén lic nay,” t6i noi.
“Han can sy giup do cta ching ta dé 1dy duwgce cudn sach. R6i han 1én ké
hoach Itra chiing ta gieo ra 16i chd ma han can.”

Setne lting bing phan doi.

“Chung ta c6 thé tim thay cai bong cia Apophis ma khong can han
khong?” t6i hoi Zia.

“Mm-mm!” Setne néi, nhung t6i phét 10 han ta.

Zia nghién citu thém vai dong nita. “Apophis... sheut cua Apophis.
bung ro6i, day nay. N6 nam trong Vung dat cia Quy di. Vay la ching ta &
ding cho roi. Nhung ma ban d6 nay...” C6 chi cho t6i phan trong van tw dac
kin nhitng chit twgng hinh ctng hinh &nh, t6i thdm chi khong thé nhan ra
day la ban do. “T¢ chiu khong biét cach doc n6 nhw thé nao ca. Vung dat
ctia Quy dit rong bao la. Theo nhuw nhitng gi t& dwgc doc, noi nay bién
chuyén lién tuc, v todc ra, r6i tai tao lai. Va lic nhic quy.”

“Hinh dung ra r6i.” T6i c6 nu6t xuoéng vi dang trong miéng minh,
“Nghia la chiing ta & day hoan toan xa la cling giong nhu 1ii quy trong thé
gidi nguoi thuwong. Ching ta sé khong thé di dén dau ma khong bi trong
thay, va bat ctr thi gi gdp mat chiing ta déu sé mudn giét chiung ta.”
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“Phai,” Zia dong tinh. “Va chuing ta sap hét thoi gian.”

Co0 4y ndi phai. T6i khong biét Iic nay trong thé gidi ngudi thuwong
chinh x4c 12 may gi®, nhung chiing tdi da di xuéng Coi Am ldc x& chiéu.
Pén lic nay, mat troi han da 1an ro6i. Walt lai khong song noi sau ltic hoang
hon. Theo nhu t6i biét thi, lic nay day chac la cau ay dang hap héi, con con
bé em t0i nghiép cua to6i... Théi. Nghi dén dau dén qua.

Nhwng dén binh minh ngay mai, Apophis sé troi day. Nhitng tén phap su
phién loan sé tan cong Vung M6t. Ching t6i khong con dw da thoi gian dé
ma lang thang khap hon dao day ac khi nay, khong thé danh dam lai tat ca
moi thi gap trén duwong cho dén khi tim ra dugc thi ching t6i dang kiém.

To6i qudc mat nhin xuéng Setne. “Ta cho la mi c6 thé dan duwong cho bon
ta tdi cai bong chtr phong.”

Han gat dau.

Toi quay sang Zia. “Néu han c6 noi hay lam bat ci¢ diéu gi ma cau
khong thich, thiéu han ngay.”

“Rat san long.”

Toi ra 1énh cho nhitng sgi ruy bang nha chi minh mém han ra.

“Horus Than Thanh, ban oi!” han than van. “Sao cdu lai tréi t6i ch?”

“A, xem ndo...c6 1& 1a vi mi muén ta bi giét chang?”

“Oa, chuyén do dy a?” Setne thd dai. “Nghe nay, anh ban, néu nhw cau
sé ct phan *ng thai qua moi lan t6i co giét cau thi-”

“Phan ng thai qua ha?” Zia van ngay mot qua cau ltra sang trang trén
tay.

“Okay, okay!” Setnna noi. “Nay, cdi tén quy thuyén tredng ay tredc sau
gi cling phan lai cau théi ma. T6i chi giup dwa day chit thoi. Ma t6i lam thé
la c6 ly do day! Chuing ta can dén day, dén Vung dat cua Quy dit nay, ding
khong nao? Tén thuyén trwedng ctia cau han chang bao gio chiu di dau trwe
khi han nghi han cé thé giét dwgc cau. Pay la qué nha ctia han ma! Quy
khong bao gio mang ngwdi pham dén day tri phi nhitng ngwoi dy lam moén
an vat.”
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T6i phai nhd ky Setne 1a than néi ldo. Nhitng gi han néi véi t6i la hoan
toan va hét muc 1do toét. T6i van y chi chong lai nhitng 10i 1€ ctia han,
nhung cling van khé ma khong thay nhitng 16i dy 1a c6 ly.

“Vay nén mi dé cho LRVM giét ta,” t0i n6i, “Nhwng day la 1y do chinh
dang.”

“Oa, toi biét cau co thé ha han thoi,” Setne bao.

Zia gio cudn van t 1én. “Va day la 1y do dé nguoi bé di cung cuén Sach
cta than Thoth u?”

“Bo chay di u? T6i dang di do tham trudc ay chit! T6i muon tim ra cai
béng r6i dan hai ngudi dén d6! Nhung chuyén dy khong quan trong. Néu
hai ngwai tha t6i di, toi van c6 thé mang cai bong ctia Apophis dén cho hai
nguoi, va téi c6 thé dem hai nguwdi dén d6 ma khong bi trong thay.”

“Bang cach nao?” Zia hoi.

Setne cam phan khut khit. “T6i da tu luyén phép thuat tir khi t6 tién c6
con dang dong bim day, c6 nwong. Va du dung la t6i khong thé thwe hién
moi cau chi cia ngwdi pham nhw t6i mudn...” Han tiéc ré liéc nhin cuén
Sach cua than Thoth. “T6i da nhat nhanh dwgc vai chiéu thitc ma chi c6 hon
ma mdi lam duogc thoi. Cadi tréi cho toi di roi toi sé chi cho ¢6.”

T6i nhin sang Zia. T6i c6 thé nhan thay la chiing t6i dang cung mot suy
nghi: y twéng do té, nhung chung t6i khong c6 dugc y nao hay hon.

Setne cudi toe. “E, hai ngudi thong minh 1én di. Pay 1a co hoi tt nhat
ddy. Vi lai, t6i muén hai nguwdi thanh c6ng ma! Nhuw toi da ndi, toi khong
muon Apophis tiéu diét t6i. Hai ngwoi sé khong hoi han dau.”

“Dam chac la ta sé phai hoi han théi.” Toi bung tay, nhitng sgi ruy bang
cua Hathor bung ra.

K& hoach tuyét dinh ctia Setne la gi? Han bién ching t6i thanh quy.

A, thdi...that ra ddy chi 1a phép o anh, dé chiing t6i tréng gidng quy,
nhung day la phap thuat o giac tai tinh nhat ma to6i tirng thay.

Zia nhin t6i mot cai thoi la da bat dau cuwoi khic khich. Téi khong thé
trong thay mat ciia minh, nhwng c6 ay bdo gio téi dang cé cai dau la mét do
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khui chai to vat. T6i qua c6 thdy da minh mau tia, va t6i c6 hai chan cong
vong nhu dwoi voi.

Toi khong trach Zia vi da cuwoi, nhung co ay trong cling cé dep hon la
may dau. Gio day c6 ay la mot con quy cdi to 16n lwe lwdng cé lan da xanh
1é 14 chudi, mac vay soc ngwa van, va mang cai dau ca ngao.

“Tuyét voi,” Setne bao. “Hai nguwoi hoa nhap vao ngay thoi.”

“Con mi thi sao?” toi hoi.

Han ta giang hai tay ra. Han van con van quan jean, mang giay thé thao
trang, cung 4o khoac den. Nhitng chiéc nhan kim cwong hong cling vong c6
mang chit ankh 16e 1én trong anh Itra nui lira. Biéu khac biét duy nhat la
chiéc 4o thun dé ciia han gid mang dong chi: QUY SU, TIEN LEN!

“Khong thé céi thién sy hoan hdo dwgc, anh ban a. BO quan do nay thich
hop moi noi. Li quy tham chi sé khong chép mat 1ay mét 1an - néu gia du
ching c6 mat. Nao, di thoi!”

Han Iwét vao dat lién ma khong chd xem ching t6i c6 di theo hay
khong.

Thi thodng, setne nhin vao cudn sach cua than Thoth dé tim dwong. Han
giai thich rdng sé chang c6 cach nao tim dugc bong khung canh di doi bién
chuyén nay néu khong tra citu trong sach, cudn sach ltic nay la sy két hgp
gitta la ban, thong tin hwéng dan du lich, dong thai 1a thdi gian biéu
Farmer’s Almanac.

Han hita v6i ching t6i day sé la m6t chuyén di ngan thoi, nhwng véi toi
hinh nhu lai dai. Thém mot phit mét gidy nao nan lai trén Vung dat cua
Quy dit, 1a t6i lai khong chac minh c6 thé binh tinh thoat ra ngoai dugc.
Canh vat ¢t nhuw mot do giac thi gidc. Ching t6i nhin thdy mot rang nui
ménh mong & phia xa, r6i di chirng mwdi lam mét va phat hién ra rang nui
ay bé teo, dén noi chiing t6i c6 thé nhdy qua duwgc. To6i budc chan vao mot
viing bun nho nhé réi dot nhién thdy minh dang chim nghim trong mot cai
ho tir than ngap day nwdc rong chirng mudi lam mét. Nhitng ng6i dén Ai
Cap to 16n tw chiing do6 vu roi tai sap xép nhu thé c6 mot tén khong 16 vo
hinh nao d6 dang chai xép khoi. Cac vach da voi tir dau bong xuat hién, da
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dwgc khac tac hoanh trang nhitng twgng quai vat kéch cdm. Nhitng ban mat
bang da quay sang theo doi ching t6i khi ching t6i di ngang qua.

R6i dén quy. Toi da trong thay ca dong bon nay dwéi nti Camelback,
noi Set xay lén Kim Ty Thap Do cho han, nhuwng tai day trong méi treong
bam sinh ctia ching, ching tham chi con to 16n va trong kinh khiép hon
nhiéu. Vai tén tréng nhw nhitng nan nhan bj tra tan, mang may vét thwong
ha miéng cung tay chan veo vo. Vai tén khac mang canh loai bo sat, hay
nhiéu tay, hay nhitng tua voi lam tir bong t6i. Con vé dau bon chiing 4y a,
co ban la mo6i mot loai vat trong sé thd cé gan thém dao xép Thuy Si déu c6
madt ¢ day.

Bon quy di ran rat thanh tirng doan qua khung canh t6i om. Mdt s6 xay
dung thanh liiy. Bam con lai thi pha sdp xu6éng. Chuing t6i trong thay it nhat
1a ca ta tran chién rong. Nhitng con quy c6 canh bay vong vong qua khong
trung ngap khoi, thi thoang chop 1én nhitng con quai vat ro rang la nho hon
roi cap chung di mat.

Nhung chang c6 con quy nao ray ra dén ching toi.

Trong luc chung toi vat va budc di, toi cang lic cang cam nhan dugc sy
hién dién cia Hon Mang. Mot cam giac nhon nhao lanh 1éo bat dau trong
bung t6i, lan dan ra t¥ chi giong nhw cac t€ bao mau cua téi dang héa thanh
bang gia. Trwdc day t6i tirng cam thdy thé nay trong nha tu cia Apophis,
khi con bénh Hon Mang xém chut giét chét t6i, nhung noi nay duong nhw
con doc dia hon nhiéu.

Puoc mot doi, toi nhan thady moi thit trong Vung dat cta Quy dir dang bi
kéo vé hudng ching toi dang di. Toan bo khung canh dang uén cong r6i do
sum, két cdu cta van vat thao bung ra. Toi biét cing mot lwc ay dang kéo
giat nhitng phan tir co thé t6i.

L& ra toi va Zia da chét. Nhung du cai lanh va cam giac bu6én non co
kinh khung 1a vay, t06i cam giac rang dang lé ching con té hon kia. C6 thw
gi day dang bao vé chiing t6i, mot 16p hoi am v6 hinh dang chan giit Hon
Mang Lai.
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La c6 ta, tiéng Horus ndi, cung vé ton kinh mién cung. Ra dang chong
dd cho chung ta.

T6i nhin sang Zia. C6 ay bé ngoai van la con quy cai xanh lé, dau ca
ngdo, nhung bau khong khi xung quanh c6 dang 1ap lanh nhw hoi nwéc boc
1én ti* mat duong nong hoi.

L{ quy trd nén it 6i va xa xam hon. Khung canh bién thanh méo mé van
veo hon. Pa chat dong, dun cat, cay kho, tham chi nhitng cot Itva déu
nghiéng vé phia duong chan troi.

Chung t6i dén dwgc mot tran dia miéng nui Itra, rai rac day la thi trong
giong nhu nhitng hoa sen den dua ng. Ching nhanh chéng moc 1én, xoe
canh ra, r6i n6 tung. Chi khi tién dén gan hon thi t6i m&i nhin ra ching la
nhitng cum tua bong tdi, giong nhuw Sadie da mo6 td tai budi khiéu vii cia
hoc vién Brooklyn. M6i khi mot cai n6 tung ra, n6é nha ra mot linh hon vira
bi 16i xuéng ttr thé gigi bén trén. Nhitng hon ma nay, chang khac gi mot
dam swong mu tai nhot, tuyét vong quo quao lay thit gi do dé neo vao,
nhung ching lai nhanh chéng tan di ré6i bi hiit vé cing mot huwéng ma ching
toi dén.

Zia cau may nhin Setne. “Mi khong bi anh hudng a?”

Tén phap sw ma quay lai. Duy nhat lan nay vé mat han nghiém trong.
Nuwdc da han tai hon, quan do cung trang sitc da tay di ca. “Tiép tuc di chi
htr? Toi ghét noi nay.”

Toi citng nguoi. Phia trudc chung t6i la mot vach da ma toi nhan ra -
giong vach da ma toi da trong thay trong canh mong ma Apophis da chi cho
toi. Trir moi viéc lic nay day chang c6 linh hon nao dang tim tum an nau
dudi day.

“Me t6 da & kia,” toi noi.

Zia chtrng nhw thau hiéu. C6 cam ldy tay t6i. “Co thé la mét vach da
khac. Canh vat thay do6i lu6n 4y ma.”

Bang cach nao d6 ma t6i biét day la ciing mot cho. Toi c6 cam giac
Apophis chtra lai noi nay con nguyén dé tréu nguoi toi.
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Setne van may chiéc nhan & ngon tt. “Bong cua con ran an linh hon ma,
anh ban. Chang linh hon nao tru lai dugc 1au. Néu me cau tirng & day-”

“Ba dy manh,” t6i khang khang. “La mot phap su, nhw mi vay. Néu mi
c6 thé cudng lai dugc, thi ba ay cling dwgc.”

Setne do dv. Poan nhin vai. “Chac vay ro6i, anh ban. Ching ta gan réi
dé. Nén di tiép thoi.”

Chang may choc toi nghe thay tiéng rong tir phia xa. Pwong chan troi
hirng 1én do ryc. Chuing téi dwdng nhu di chuyén nhanh hon, nhw thé vira
budc 1én mot bang chuyén buéc ti dong.

R0Oi chiing t6i dén duwgc dinh mot ngon doi, va toi trong thay dich dén.

“Roi ddy,” Setne bao. “Bién Hon Mang.”

Trai dai treéc mat ching toi la mot dai dwong swong mu, ltra, hay nwérc -
khong thé phan biét dugc day 1a gi. Thit vat chat mau dé xam xam dé gon
1én, s6i ung uc va boc khoi, dang day nhv trong da day t6i. Noi day trai
rong ngut tam mat - va diéu gi day mach véi toi rang noi nay khong cé
diém ding.

Ven ria dai dwong khong giong nhw bai bién ma lai giong thac nwéc dao
nguoc thi ding hon. Bat citng do vao bién roi bién mat. Mot tdng da to nhw
cai nha lan vong lén ngon do6i bén phai ching toi, roi trirgt xudng bai bién,
tan vao con séng vo. Tirng mang dat cat, cay coi, nha ctra va tugng, lién tuc
bay véo qua dau ching t6i va phéong ra dai dwong, cham vao dau séng la
bdc hoi tan bién. Tham chi i quy ciling khong mién trit. Vai con cé canh
bay lac dén bg bién, nhan ra minh bay qua gan thi da mudn, thé la ching la
thét bién mat vao trong bé sip mu swong dang dao tron.

NO ciling dang kéo chung t6i. Thay vi budc di t6i trude, gio day toi theo
ban nang lai dang budc ngwoc lui, chi dé ditng yén mot cho. Néu ching t6i
con tién dén gan hon chut nita, t6i e 1a minh sé khong thé ding lai dugc.

Duy chi mot thit cho t6i hy vong. Vai tram mét phia bac, dang nho 1én
dén 16p song, 1a mot dai dat lien nhw chiéc dé chin séng. O dau bén kia nho
1én c6t thap mau trang gidéng nhw Pai twdng niém Washington. Chép thap
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ric anh sang. T6i c6 cdm giac cot thap nay xwa cd 1am - tham chi con nhiéu
tudi hon cé cac vi than. Cot thap dep la thé lam t6i khong thé khong nghi
dén cot thap Cleopatra’s Needle bén b song Thames, noi me t6i bé mang.

“Chung ta khong thé di xuéng day,” t6i bao.

Setne pha ra cudi. “Bién Hon Mang ay a? Pdy la noi ma tat ca ching ta
xuat phat day. Cau chua tirng nghe Ai Cap dwogc hinh thanh nhw thé nao
sao?”

“Nho 1én tir bién nay,” Zia dap, nhw thé dang bi thoi mién. “Ma’at xuat
hién tir Hon Mang - viing dat dau tién, sy tao nén tir huy diét.”

“Phai,” Setne néi. “Hai nguon lyc vi dai cda vii tru. Va ching day.”

“Cai cot thap kia... 1a vung dat dau tién a?” toi hoi.

“Cha biét.” Setne dap. “T6i khong c6 ¢ d6. Nhung chac chan day la biéu
twogng cua Ma’at. Moi thit khac, 1a quyén nang cua Apophis, ludn nhai sach
si tao thanh, ludén an twoi va hay diét. Cau néi cho t6i biét nao, nguon luc
nao m@i la hung manh hon thé?”

T6i c6 nuot xudng. “Béng ctia Apophis dau?”

Setne chan ludi. “O, & ngay day. Nhung dé nhin thdy né, bét dwoc né,
cau sé phai tir day gieo 10i chu - ngay mép dé chan soéng.”

“Chung ta sé khong thé nao lam dwgc,” Zia bao. “Chi mot budc so say-"

“Chac chan roi,” Setne h6 héi dong tinh. “Sé vui lam day!”
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16. SADIE NGOI GHE TRUOC (Y
TUONG.TE.HAL- HON.BAO.GIO.HET)

LOT KHUYEN MIEN PHI DAY: Pirng budc téi Hon Mang.

Qua tirng budc, tdi c6 cam giac nhuw dang bi 16i vao mot ho den. Cay
coi, da tang, va quy bay qua ching t6i, bi hit vao long dai duong, trong lic
sam sét chép loa qua 16p swong mu xam dé. Dwdi chan ching toi, tirng
mang ti'ng mang dat lién tuc né ra roi troi tudt xuéng dong nudc triéu.

T6i mot tay gitt chdt méc cau va néo, tay kia cam tay Zia. Setne huyt
sao thénh thang budc canh ching t6i. Han dang c6 to ra binh than, nhung
theo nhw cac sac mau trén mat han nhgt di va mai téc béng nhon cia han
dang chia vé phia dai dwong nhw dudi sao chai, thi toi cling biét 1a han dang
chat vat lam mdi bam duwgc xuéng dat.

Mot lan t6i mat thang bang. Toi suyt chit nita roi xuéng dau song,
nhung Zia kéo t0i lai. Di thém vai budc, mot con quy dau ca tir dau bay veo
dén dam sam vao toi. N6 tém 1ay chan t6i, tuyét vong ra sttc tranh khong bi
huat xuéng. Trudce khi toi kip quyét dinh xem c6 nén gitip né hay khong, thi
né da tudt tay mat hut vao long bién.

biéu kinh khing nhat trong chuyén hanh trinh ay v? Mgt phan trong
t6i mong mu6n dau hang mac cho Hon Mang kéo minh di. C mai chong
choi lam gi? Sao lai khong cham dit di con dau va noi lo sg? Pa sao nao,
néu Carter Kane tan bién vao ty ty cac phan t?

T6i biét nhitng y nghi day khong that sy 1a cta t6i. Giong noéi caa
Apophis dang thi thao trong dau t6i, chiéu du t6i nhw tredc day né tirng
lam. T6i tap trung vao cot thap trang dang tda sang - ngon hdi dang cia
chung t6i trong con bdao Hon Mang. T6i chang biét c6 phai chép thap ay
that su 1a phan tao dyng dau tién nhat khong, hay lam sao ma chuyén hoang
dwong dy dong thanh twong (ng v6i Vu no Big Bang, hay v6i chuyén Chua
tao ra thé gigi trong bay ngay, hay bat cit chuyén gi khac ma con ngudi co
thé tin vao. C6 1é cot thap chi la biéu thi cho thit gi d6 16n lao hon - thit ma
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tri 6c t6i khong thé hiéu thdu. Du c6 1a gi di nita, t6i biét cot thap ay twgng
treng cho Ton ti Ma’at, va t6i phai tap trung vao day. Bang khong t6i sé lam
duong.

Chuing t6i di dén chan dé chan song. L6i di I6m chédm da c6 cam giac
clirng cap dén an long duwdi chan t6i, nhung & phia bén kia lwc kéo ctia Hon
Mang lai rat manh. Trong ldc ching t6i nhich tirng buwéc tGi trwde, t6i nhG
dén nhitng bitrc &nh minh da thay vé cac thg xdy dang xay nén nhitng ngoi
nha choc troi ngay xwa, dang buéc di khong chut so hai ngang qua nhitng
thanh xa cao dén gan hai tram mét trong khong trung ma khong cé 1ay thiét
bi bao ho an toan nao.

Lic nay t6i dang cam thay nhuw thé, ngoai trit viéc to6i khéng phai la
khong chit hai sg. Gié quat vao toi. Bé chan séng rong dén ba mét, nhung
to6i van cam thay nhw minh sé mat thang bang dé nhao xudng séng bién. Toi
c6 khong nhin xudng. Nhirng thi ttr Hon Mang dap don va dap vao cac
tang da. C6 mui nhw mui ozone, mui khéi xe, mui formaldehyde tron lan
v&i nhau. Noi riéng hoi khoi boc 1én cling gan nhw da khién t6i 1an ra xiu
10i.

“Pi xa thém chat xiu nita thoi,” Setne bdo.

Hinh dang han chap chdi that thwong. Vo nguy trang quy xanh 1é cia
Zia chép tat chdp tat. Toi gio tay 1én dé thay 16p anh do ctia minh sang ma
trong con gib, de doa sé do guc. To6i khong né ha gi chuyén mat di cai vé bé
ngoai duoi woi khui nit chai tia choang cua minh dau, nhung t6i hy vong
con gi6 chi giat rach di phan &o anh thdi, chit khong phai lan da that cta toi.

R6t cudc ching toi cling dén dugc cot thap. Cot thap dwgce cham khac
trén day nhitng chit twgng hinh nho xiu, cd ngan ca ngan chit, chit trang
khac trén thap trang, thé nén hau nhw khong thé nao doc ra. T6i nhin ra tén
cta cac vi than, nhitng than chu khoi ggi 1én Ma’at, ciing vai tr than thanh
khac vo cung manh, dén ndi gan nhu lam t6i mu di. Quanh ching t6i, Bién
Hon Mang nhap nho dap diu. Mai khi gi6 thoi dén, mot tdm khién ruc sang
trong hinh dang con bo hung nhap nhay quanh Zia - phan vé gidp xac phap
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thuat ctia Khepri, che chan cho tét ca chiing t6i. T6i nghi ddy la thit duy
nhat gitp ching t6i tranh khéi cai chét ngay tirc thoi.

“Gio sao nita?” toi hoi.

“Poc 1én cau than chu di,” Setne bao “Ro6i cdu sé thay.”

Zia dwa cudn van tu cho toi. T6i c0 strc tim cho ra nhitng dong phu
hop, nhung t6i khong thé nhin ré duwgce. Cac chit twong hinh nhoe nhoet vao
nhau. Lé ra t6i phai tru tredc rac ro6i nay mai phai. Ngay ca khi td6i khong
phai dang ditng canh Bién Hon Mang, t6i van chwa khi nao giéi ngam than
chu ca. T6i wéc gi Sadie dang c6 day.

[Phai day Sadie. Anh qua thyc néi thé ddy. Pirng c6 ha hoc 16n tiéng
dén thé.]

“T6 - t& khong thé doc dugc,” toi tha that.

“Pé té gitp cho.” Zia lan ngon tay doc xudng van ty. Khi tim ra nhitng
chit twgng hinh minh muén, c6 ay cau may.

“Pay chi don gidn 1a mot 101 chu triéu goi.” Co tri'ng mat nhin Setne.
“Mi bao phap thuat day phirc tap co ma. Mi bao bon ta sé phai can dén sy
trg giip ctia mi. Lam sao mi c6 thé ndi dé6i khi dang cam chiéc Long vii Su
that dwoc kia chi?”

“T6i dau co6 noi doi!” Setne phan khang. “Phap thuat dy véi t6i la phitc
tap. T6i la hon ma ma! Cé vai cau chu - nhw 1a 16i cha triéu goi dy - t6i
hoan toan khong thé gieo dugc. Va cac nguwdi ding la can phai c6 sy gitp
d& cua t6i dé tim cai béng. Cac nguwdi can cudn sach cta than Thoth cho
viéc ay, va can t6i dé dich ra. Néu khong thi, hai ngudi van con dang dam
thuyén trong con song kia ay.”

T6i ghét phdi thira nhan ra, nhung to6i néi, “Han c6 1y.”

“Chac chan roi,” Setne bao. “Gio thi hai nguoi da ¢ day, phan con lai
c6 kho khan gi dau. Chi ép cho cai bong chuong ra, va toi - a - hai nguoi co
thé bat duoc 1ay.”

Zia va t6i lo lang nhin nhau. T6i hinh dung c6 dy ciing cdm nhan nhw
toi. Pitng ngay ven ria su sang tao, d6i mat v&i ving Bién Hon Mang vo
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tan, diéu cudi ciing ma t6i muodn la phai gieo ra 16i chi c6 kha nang triéu
goi mOt phan hon ctia Apophis. Lam thé giong nhu 1a ban sting phao séang,
ra hiéu rdng: E nay, cai bong to twéng xau xa kia! Bon tao day nay! Téi day
ma giét ching tao di!

Nhuwng ma, toi khéng thay bon tdi con dugce lwa chon nao khac.

Zia thi hanh phan sy. Day la mot cau than cha dé gt, loai mot phap sw
sé dung dé goi shabti, hay mé6t cay phui bui c6 ém bua, hay don gian la bat
ctt sinh vat cap thdp ndo tir Coi Am.

Khi Zia dit 101, mot con chan dong lan ra tit phia, nhw thé c6 ay vira
tha mot phién da khong 16 xuéng Bién Hon Mang. Sw khuay dong ay lan
tan lan dén bo bién ngugc 1én may ngon doi.

“Um... gi thé?” tdi hoi.

“Tin hiéu bao nguy,” Setne bdo. “T6i doan la cai bong vira md&i kéu goi
cac nguoén lic Hon Mang bao vé cho nd.”

“Hay nhi,” t6i n6i. “Thé ching ta t6t hon nhanh nhanh 1én. Pau la-?
0..”

Sheut ctia Apophis that 16n, téi phai mat mét lic méi hiéu ra minh
dang nhin vao cai gi. Cot thap trang duong nhu tda mot cai béng ngang qua
bién; nhung khi cai bong toi dan di, t6i nhan ra day khong phai 1a bong do
cta cot thap. Bang hon 13, cai béng quan quai ngang mat nwdc nhuw phan
ctia mot con ran khong 16. Cai béng 16n dan 1én cho dén khi dau con ran
gan cham dén dwong chan troi. N6 chém ngang xudng bién, lwdi tho ra thut
vao, can bap vao hw khong.

Hai tay t6i run ray. Bén trong t0i c6 cam gidc nhw minh vira mdi top
mot ly twéng nwdc Hon Mang. Cai bong ctia con ran that 16n, tda ra that
nhiéu sitc manh, dén noi t6i khong thé thay dwoc lam sao ma ching t6i c6
thé bat dugc n6. Toi da dang nghi gi thé nhi?

Chi c6 mot diéu giup t6i khong that kinh tan dém.

Con ran khong duoc ti do hoan toan. Hinh nhw dudi né bi neo vao cot
thap, nhw thé ai d6 da déng coc ngan khong cho né thoat di.
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Trong mot khodnh khac ghé sg, t6i cdm nhan duwgc y nghi cda con ran.
T6i nhin nhan theo quan diém cua Apophis. N6 bi mac bay vao cot thap -
dang suc s6i cam gian va dau dén. N6 cam ghét thé gi¢i ngwoi thuong lan
cac vi than, la thit da ghim n6 xudng va han ché ty do ctia n6. Apophis
khinh miét sy sang tao nhw kiéu toi ghé tém mot cai dinh gi dong xuyén
qua chan minh, lam minh khong buéc di dugc.

Apophis chi mudn tat di anh sang choi 1oa tir cot thap. N6 muon tiéu
hay trai dat, dé co6 thé quay tré vé bong tdi ma boi 10i mai miét trong vung
trai dai vo tan cia Hon Mang. T6i phai van hét y chi méi khong cam thay
thwong cho con ran toi nghiép bé nhd, chi muon tiéu diét thé gidi, nuot
chirng mat troi nay.

“Roi,” t6i khan khan bdo. “Chung ta da tim thay céai bong. Gid ta lam
g1 vOi no day?”

Setne chac ludi. “O, toi c6 thé tiép quan tir day tré di. Hai nguoi da
lam rat kha. Tas!”

Neéu t6i khong qua sao nhang, han t6i da co thé thay dugc diéu gi sé
xdy dén, nhung ma khong. Lot quy do anh cua t6i dot nhién trd thanh nhitng
dai vai lanh niém cac chac chan, bao 1ay miéng t0i trudc tién, roi quan
quanh ngudi toi bang toc do chong mat. Toi loang choang té nhao, toan
than bi bao boc trir hai con mat. Zia roi xuéng dam da canh t6i, cling bi
quan thanh kén. T6i co6 thd, nhung lai bi giong nhw hit vao qua mot chiéc
goi vay.

Setne cudi xuong Zia. Han than trong rut cudn Sach caa than Thoth tr
dwdi lan vai tréi roi cap sach vao nach. Poan han mim cuwdi nhin xudng t6i.

“Oi, Carter, Carter.” Han lic dau nhu thé hoi that vong. “Ta thich mi
lam, anh ban a. That day. Nhwng mi lai qua ca tin. Sau cai vu trén thuyén,
mi van cho phép ta gieo buia do anh 1én mi a? Coi nao! Bién mot 16p do anh
thanh chiéc 4o bo thiét dé v6 clung.”

“Mmm!” t6i ban nhan.

“Gi ha?” Setne khum tay che tai. “Kho néi dugce khi bi b6 kin lam,
phai khong nao? Nay, chuyén nay khong c6 tu thu gi dau. Ty ta khong thé
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gieo dugc 10i cha ay, bang khong ta da lam tir bao nhiéu nam truéc roi. Ta
can hai ching bay! A... chi it 1a mét trong hai dita. Ta nghi ta c6 thé giét
dwgc mi hay ban gai mi doc dwong di, dé ta xit 1y dita con lai dugc dé dang
hon. Ta ching hé nghi 1a hai di¥a bay lai c6 thé ton tai dén tan day. An
twgng day!”

To6i van veo suyt chit nita noi xuéng nwdc. Chang hiéu vi sao, Setne
lai kéo t6i vao noi an toan.

“Nao nao,” han mang mo. “Nao anh ban, tu t& chang c6 ich gi dau. Ké
hoach ctia cau dau c6 bi pha v&. Ta sé chi chinh stra chit thoi ma. Ta sé bat
lay cai bong. Phan nay ta tw lam dugc! Nhung thay vi tung ra chi nguyén
rda, ta sé chi tong tién Apophis thoi, hiéu khong? N6 sé chi tiéu diét nhitng
gi ta cho phép no tiéu diét. Roi n6 sé lui vé Hon Mang, bang khong thi bong
cta no sé bi dam bep, va con ran map chia tay tir day.”

“Mmm!” t6i phan d6i, nhwng moi ldc hit thd moét khé nhoc hon.

“Phai, phai.” Setne thd dai. “Pay la phan ma cau néi la. ‘Mi dién roi
Setne! Mi sé khong bao gid thoat khoi chuyén ay dau!” Nhung van dé 13, ta
sé thoat day. Ta da thoat than khéi nhitng tro bat kha ca bao nhiéu nghin
nam nay roi. Ta chic chén ta va con rin sé dat dugc thoa thuan. O, ta sé dé
cho né giét chét Ra cung tat ca nhitng tén than con lai. Chuyén nhé. Ta sé
dé cho no tiéu huy Ngbi Nha Sy Song. Ta nhat dinh sé dé né tan pha Ai Cap
cung moi mot birc twgng dang nguyén rda ciia Ramses cha ta. Ta mu6n tén
khoac lac ay phai dugc x6a bé khong ton tai nita! Nhwng con toan thé thé
gidi con nguwoi a? Cai nay thi dirng lo, anh ban a. Ta sé tha cho phan 16n thé
gigi dy. Ta can phai c6 mét cho nao do dé tri vi chit, phai khong nao?”

Hai mat Zia long 1én anh cam ryc. Vi liém tréi c6 ay bat dau boc
khoi, nhung ching thit ¢6 chat cing. Lita tir Zia lim di, ¢6 phu phuc xuéng
nén da.

Setne cuwdi pha 1én. “Gan ddy cung. Hai dita ng6i im day nhé. Néu ca
hai song sot qua dugc qua vu chan dong 16n thi ta sé quay lai day don hai
dira. Biét dau hai dita c6 thé lam quan hé hay gi ddy cho ta. Hai dita lam ta
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cuoi v ca bung! Nhung lic nay day, ta e 1a ching ta dén day da hét
chuyén. Chang c6 phép la nao tir trén trdi roi xuéng ma ctru hai dita dau.”

Mot khéi chit nhat téi den xuat hién trén khéng trung ngay trén dau tén
hon ma. Sadie tir trong day roi xuong.

To6i phdi né em gai toi chuyén nay: con bé canh gid chinh xac, va phan
rng mau le. N6 roi sam xuong Setne lam han b6 ngtta ra. R6i Sadie nhin
thay ching t6i bi g6i gon nhw may moén qua, nhanh nhau nhan dinh chuyén
gi dang xdy ra, thé la né quay veé phia Setne.

“Tas!” con bé thét lén.

“Khooodng!” Setne da bi quan trong nhitng lon ruy bang hong cho dén
khi han trong giong nhw mot chiéc nia quan day spaghetti.

Sadie ditng 1én budc lui khéi Setne. Hai méat con bé sung mong nhw
thé n6 vira mdi khéc. Quan do n6é bam day bun kho va 14 cay.

Walt khong thdy di cung. Tim t6i chung xudng. T6i gan nhu thay
mung vi miéng minh dang bi bit kin, vi c6 1€ t6i khong biét phai ndi gi nita.

Sadie dwa mat nhin toan canh - Bién Hon Mang, cai bong oan oai cua
con ran, c6t thap trang. T6i c6 thé nhan ra con bé cam nhan dugc lue kéo
cta Hon Mang. N6 tan chan xudng, rwdn ca nguwdi ngwoc lai phia bién nhw
mot ké cam dau trong tro chaoi kéo co. Toi hiéu con bé qua ré dé co thé
nhan thay n6 dang ran long lai, dang ém nhem cam xtic vao trong ép noi
bu6n xudng.

“Chao anh trai yéu quy,” con bé néi bang giong run run. “Can gitp d&
gi khong?”

Sadie xoay s@ giai dwgc bua mé trén nguwoi ching téi. Con bé trong
ngac nhién khi thay t6i dang gitt moéc cau va néo ctia than Ra. “lam quai sao
ma-?”

Zia giai thich ngan gon nhitng gi ching t6i da trai qua - tw tran chién
v&i con ha ma khong 16 dén nhitng tro phan boi méi nhat cia Setne.

“Chung do chuyén,” Sadie ty hoi, “va chi phai kéo theo ca ong anh trai
cta em nita a? T6i nghiép qua. Nhung lam sao ching ta c6 thé song sét tai
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day chi? Quyeén lyc cia Hon Mang...” Con bé nhin cham chid vao mat day
chuyén bo hung cta Zia. “O. Em thiét ngu qua. Cha trach sao ma Tawaret
c nhin chi la la thé nao ay. Chi dang diéu khién sitc manh cua than Ra.”

“Than Ra chon chi,” Zia néi. “Chi khong muon chuyén nay.”

Sadie tré nén im thin thit - khong giong né chit nao.

“Em nay,” toi 1én tiéng, diu dang hét mirc cé thé, “chuyén gi da xay ra
cho Walt r6i?”

Do6i mat con bé chat chita dau thirong ngit ngan dén noi t6i chi muén
xin 16i vi da héi né. T6i chua tirng trong thay con bé nhw thé nay ké tir khi...
a, tir khi me t6i qua doi, khi Sadie con bé xiu.

“Anh ay sé khong dén dau,” con bé dap. “Anh 4y... di mat r6i.”

“Sadie, anh xin 10i,” t6i n6i. “Em c6-?”

“Em on!” con bé gat.

Dich cho nay: Em nhat dinh la chang 6n gi c4, nhvng néu anh ma hoi
nita thi em sé tong sap vao moém anh day.

“Chung ta phai nhanh nhanh 1én,” con bé néi tiép, co diéu chinh giong
minh. “Em biét cach bat dwoc cai bong. Cit dwa cho em bitc tugng.”

To6i phat hoang trong tich tac. T6i van con giit cai twgng Apophis ma
Walt da nan ra khéng nhi? Lé 1ét dén tan day ma lai bo quén bitc twgng thi
that la mot hanh dong tham ngu.

May sao, bitc twgng van nam dudi day ba 16 cua t6i.

T6i dwa n6é cho Sadie, con bé nhin tran tran vao nét tram khac mau doé
ti mi hinh nhu con ran cudn tron, vao nhitng chit twgng hinh tréi budc
quanh cai tén Apophis. T6i hinh dung ra con bé dang nghi vé Walt, cung
moi no lirc ma cau ta da bo ra dé tac nén bitc twgng nay.

Con bé quy xuéng canh mép dé chan séng, noi chan c6t thap tiép giap
vOi cai bong.

“Sadie nay,” t6i goi.

Con bé ctrng nguoi lai. “Gi?”
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Miéng mom toi c6 cam gidc nhw dong day keo. T6i mudn bao né thoi
hay quén hét moi chuyén di.

Nhin thdy né noi cot thap, cung cai béng khéng 16 quan lwgn vé phia
chén trgi... Toi chi biét 1a chuyén gi do sé khong 6n. Cai béng sé tan cong.
Loi cha sé phan tng ngugc hay sao do.

Sadie goi cho t6i nh¢ dén me chung t6i that nhiéu. Toi khong thé x6a
di an twong rang chung toi dang lap lai vét xe lich stt. Cha me ching t6i
tredc day tirng mot lan ra sitc can trd Apophis, noi cot thap Cleopatra’s
Needle, va me t6i da chét. Toi da trdi qua bao nam rong chitng kién cha
minh doi mat véi mac cam toi 16i cia minh. Néu gio day t6i ditng yén dé
mac Sadie bi lam hai...

Zia nam ldy tay t6i. Nhitng ngén tay ctia c6 ay dang run ray, nhung toi
thay biét on c6 c6 ay hién dién noi nay. “Chuyén nay sé co tac dung,” co
hira.

Sadie th6i hat di mot cong toc khoi mat. “Nghe 101 ban gai anh di,
Carter. Va thoi dirng c6 lam em phan tam nita.”

Con bé nghe nhw cau tiét, nhing trong mat n6é khong cé chit buc boi
nao. Sadie hiéu moi quan ngai cua téi o nhuw 1a n6 biét bi danh cta t6i vay.
N6 cling dang so hai gidng nhw t6i, nhing né dang c6 tran an t6i, theo cai
cach dang ghét cua riéng no.

“Em lam tiép dugc chwa?” né haéi.

“Chtic may man,” t6i c6 thot ra 10i.

Sadie gat dau.

Con bé cham vao twgng cia cai bong va bat dau ngam nga.

T6i thiy s¢ rang nhitng con séng tir Hon Mang sé cu6n tan bitc tigng,
hay tham chi con té hon, 1a sé dim Sadie xuéng. Nhung thay vi vay, cai
béng cua con ran bat dau quay dap. N6 cham cham teo lai, minh quan quai
mom dép tap nhw thé dang bi cdi roi chan bo quat vao. Bitc twgng tham hat
béng t6i. Chang may chdc cai bong bién mat han, con bitc twgng den thui.
Sadie doc 1én mot 10i chu tréi budc don gian vao buc twong: “Hi-nehm.”
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Mot tiéng rit dai tir bién rong thoat 1én - gan nhu thé la tiéng thé dai
nhe nhdm - va am thanh 4y vang d6i qua nhitng ngon doi. Nhitng ngon séng
dap don chuyén sang sac dé nhat hon, nhw thé mot loai can duc ngau nao doé
da dugc nao vét. Stic kéo tir Hon Mang chirng nhv thoang giam di.

Sadie ditng 1én. “Roi. Chung ta da san sang.”

To6i trd mat nhin em gai. Nhiéu khi con bé tréu t6i rang né dén mot lic
nao dé sé bat kip tu6i toi roi lam chi gai cta t6i. Lic nay day nhin vao no,
cung tia sang cwong quyét trong mat va vé tu tin trong giong noi, t6i hau
nhw c6 thé tin 1a thé that. “Ky diéu qud,” t6i néi. “Lam sao em biét cau than
cha vay?”

Sadie quac mat. Puong nhién r6i, cau trd 10i qua hién hién: né da quan
sat Walt thye hién cung mot 10i chid véi cai bong cua Bes... tride khi bat ci
chuyén gi day da xdy dén vGi Walt.

“Phan chu nguyén raa sé dé thoi,” con bé ndi. “Ching ta phai dang doi
mdt v&i Apophis, nhung ngoai chuyén dé ra thi day la cing mét 10i chii ma
lau nay ching ta dang st dung.”

Zia dung chan choc choc vao Setne. “Pay ciling 1a mot diéu nita ma cai
thit gioi bo nay da néi doi vGi ching ta. Ta nén lam gi v4i han day? Chiing
ta sé phai lay cu6n Séach cda than Thoth ra khéi lan vai tréi kia, hién nhién
r6i, nhung sau ddy chiing ta c6 nén quang han xuéng bién kia khong nhi?”

“MMM!” Setne phan doi.

Sadie va t6i nhin nhau. Ching t6i ngam dong tinh rang chting t6i
khong thé thu tiéu Setne - du han c6 dé sg dén thé di nita. C6 1€ chiing t6i
da trong thdy qua nhiéu chuyén kinh khiing trong mdy ngay qua r6i nén
chuing t6i khong can phai chitng kién thém nita. Hay c6 1é chiing toi biét
rang Orisis phai la nguwdi quyét dinh hinh phat danh cho Setne, vi chiing t6i
da hita mang tén hon ma nay quay lai San phan quyét.

Co lé, ditng bén canh cot thap cua Ma’at, bao quanh la Bién Hon
Mang, ca hai ching t6i cung nhan ra rang ché ngy ban than khong phéi bao
thu la diéu khién hai anh em t6i khac v&i Apophis. Ton ti trat tw c6 vai tro
ctia né. Chung giup t6i khong phai that bai.
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“Ctt kéo han theo,” Sadie bdo. “Han la ma ma. Khong thé nang dén thé
dau.”

T6i tém 1dy chan han, r6i ching to6i quay ngugc trd ra theo 16i dé chan
song. Dau cha Setne va vao dat da, nhung t6i chang quan tam. T6i phai tap
trung hét myc dé buwdc chan nay 1én triwde chan kia. Di chuyén roi xa khéi
Bién Hon Mang thdm chi con khoé khan hon 1a di vé phia né.

Khi ching t6i dén dwgc bai bién thi t6i mét 1. Quan ao t6i bé bét mo
hoi. Ching t6i 1€ bwdc bang qua bai cat va cudi cung cling leo dwgc 1én doi.

“0...” toi thot 1én vai 101 nhat dinh khéng phai 16i than thanh réi.

Trén canh dong 16 ch6é miéng nui Itira bén duwdi ching t6i, 1t quy da kéo
lai - hang tram tén, tat thay déu sam sap di vé huéng chiing tdi. Nhu Setne
da doan, cai bong da gt di tin hiéu bao nguy dén cac lyc lwgng cua
Apophis, va 10i kéu goi da dugc dap 1oi. Ching t6i bi mac ket gitta Bién
Hon Mang va mot doi quan thu dich.

Pén lic nay t6i bat dau thac mac. Sao lai 1a minh?

Tat ca nhitng gi t6i muon la 1én qua phan nguy hiém nhat trong Coi
Am, danh cip cai béng ctia tén Chua Té ctia Sw H6n Mang, roi chit 18y thé
gigi. Liéu doi hoi thé c6 qua lam khong?

Li quy c6 1é cach chirng hai san béng, dang tién dén rat nhanh. T6i
wdc chirng c6 khoang ba dén bon tram tén, r6i con thém nhiéu nita dang do
vao canh dong. Vai ta con quai vat c6 canh con tham chi & gan hon, chao
liéng moi lic mot thap xudng bén trén. Dé chong lai doi quan nay, ching toi
co hai dita tré nha Kane, Zia, va mot con ma boc nhw géi qua. Toi khong
thich ty 1€ choi nay chut nao.

“Sadie, em c6 thé tao dugc cai cong vugt 1én bé mat khong?” t6i hai.

Con bé nham mat tap trung. N6 lac dau. “Khong thay ddu hiéu cia
Isis. C6 thé la do chung ta dang & qua gan Bién Hon Mang.”

That 1a mot y nghi ghé rgn. Toi c6 triéu hoi hoa than cta than Horus.
Khong c6 gi xdy ra. T6i cho la Ié ra minh phai biét rang ¢ dugi nay rat kho
ma diéu khién sitc manh ctia 6ng ta, nhat la sau khi t6i da yéu cau vii khi tr
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ong ta lic con & trén thuyén, va c6 lam ong ta chi c6 thé cho t6i mot cong
16ng da diéu.

“Zia?” t6i goi. “Sttc manh cau c6 tir Khepri van con dang hoat dong.
Cau c6 thé dwa ching ta ra khéi day khong?”

Zia nam chat bua ho mang bo hung. “T¢ nghi khong dwgc roi. Toan bo
nang lwgng cta Khepri dang dwoc st dung dé che chan ching ta khéi Hon
Mang. Ong ta khong thé 1am gi hon duogc nita.”

Toi tinh dén chuyén chay nguoc vé cot thap trang. Biét dau ching t6i
c6 thé dung né dé md mot cong dich chuyén. Nhung roi té6i nhanh chong
dep di y twdng do. Lii quy sé ap xudng chiing toi tredc khi ching t6i co thé
dén dwoc cot thap.

“Chung ta sé khong thé thoat ra khoi day dugc r6i,” téi quyét dinh. “Ta
c6 thé gieo chi nguyén rua 1én Apophis ngay lic nay dwgc khong?”

Zia va Sadie dong thanh: “Khong.”

To6i biét hai c6 dy néi ding. Chung t6i phdi ditng doi mat véi Apophis
thi cau than chi méi c6 tac dung. Nhung t6i khong thé tin dugc rang bon toi
da tién xa dén mitc nay roi, chi dé dén day thi bi chan lai.

“ft nhét thi chiing ta c6 thé x6ng ra chién ddu.” T6i thio méc cau va
néo ra khéi that luwng.

Sadie va Zia chuan bi san sang dtia phép va gay.

Thé ro6i, noi dau kia canh dong, mot lan séng hon loan day 1én qua
tirng day quy. Chung bat dau twr tir quay di khoi chiing t6i, chay bo vé
hwdng khac. Phia sau doan quan quy dir ay, nhitng qua cau lira thap sang
bau troi. Ting cudn khoi boc 1én tir nhitng miéng nai ltva m&i mé ra trén
mat dat. Dwong nhu c6 mot tran chién dang no ra & dau khac cia canh
dong.

“Chung dang danh ai thé?” t6i héi. “Danh lan nhau v?”

“Khong.” Zia chi tay, nu cudi gian ra trén khuén mat c6 ay. “Nhin
kia.”
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Nhin xuyén qua bau khéng khi m& mit that chdang dé dang gi, nhung
mot miii quan chién binh dang tw ti tran qua hang hang 16p 16p quy dt &
phia sau. Quan so bén ay it hon - chitng ¢& mot tram thoi - nhung bon quy
phai nhwong 16i cho ho. Nhitng tén nao khong chiu nhwong thi bi chém guc
ngay, hay bi day xéo, hodc n6 tung 1én nhw phao hoa.

“La cac vi than!” Sadie kéu lén.

“Khong thé nao,” toi ndi. “Cac vi than sé khong c6 hanh quan vao
trong C6i Am ma giai citu chiing ta dau!”

“Khoéng phai may 6ng than quan trong, khéng.” Con bé cudi toe vGi
toi. “Nhuwng nhitng than gia nua bi quén lang tir Ngoi Nha Sw Song thi sé
lam day! Anubis cé néi anh ay sé goi quan tiép vién.”

“Anubis ha?” gio thi t6i roi ting 1én roi. Con bé gap Anubis lic nao
vay chi?

“Kia kia!” Sadie la 16n. “O-!”

Con bé duong nhw quén mat phai néi thé nao. N6 chi vay vay ngén tay
vé phia nhitng dong hitu mdi cia chiing t6i. Mot chiéc xe mau den béng 16n
nhao vao chién dau. Tay tai x€ han la dién khung 1am. Anh ta cay xudng
dam quy, lan 16n dua cach dé téng vao chiing. Anh ta nhdy qua nhitng miéng
ndi ltra dang phirng phuc r6i xoay vong vong, nha den dién cuéng bép coi
inh 6i. Ro6i anh ta phong thang dén khi nhitng day quy dang tredc bat dau
tan mac di. Chi con lai vai con quy c6 canh gan da mdi ddm dudi theo chiéc
xe ay.

Khi chiéc xe dén gan hon, t6i c6 thé nhan ra day la mot chiéc limousin
Mercedes. Xe leo 1én d6i, bam theo sau n6 la nhitng con quy doi, r6i né
phanh ken két dirng lai gitta m6t dam bui mu do. Cira bén tai xé mé ra, mot
nguoi dan 6ng nhoé thé 16ng 1a trong chiéc quan boi Speedo budc ra.

T6i chwa khi nao vui mirng dén thé khi gap dugc mot ngwdi xau xi dén
vay.

Bes, trong vé huy hoang xau dau xau dén ay, leo 1én néc xe minh. Ong
ta quay lai doi mat vi dam quy doi. Hai mat ong ta 10i ra. Miéng ha rong
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dén khong twdng twgng. Long toc dung lén chia ra nhw 16ng nhim, r6i 6ng
ta quat, “BOQO!”

Nhitng con quy c6 canh thét 1én r6i tan huy.

“Bes!” Sadie chay b6 vé phia ong 4.

Vi than ngudi lun cwdi twoi réi. Ong trugt xudéng thing xe, dé co thé
ding ngang tam Sadie khi con bé 6m cham 14y ong.

“Con bé cua ta c6 thé chit!” 6ng noi. “Nay Carter, xach dit dén day
nao!”

Ong ta ciing 6m 14y t6i nita. T6i thdm chi con khong thay phién khi
ong dy di di dot ngon tay 1én dau minh.

“A Zia Rashid!” Bes rong lwgng kéu 1én. “Tdi ciing danh cai 6m cho
cO nita-”

“Thoi khoi di a,” Zia vira noi vtra thut lui. “Cam on.”

Bes rong 1én cugi. “Co ndi phai. D€ sau roi hang 6m 6m dp dp. Ching
ta phdi dwa cac co cau ra khoi day!”

“Cai - cdi 10i chu vé béng dy?” Sadie lap bap. “That sy c6 tac dung
sao?”

“Téat nhién r6i, co6 nhéc dién qua!” Bes xia ngon tay vao bo nguc 16ng
1a ctia minh, thé la dot nhién ong ta van vao bo dong phuc cua tai xé. “Gid
nao, lén xe di!”

Tbi quay sang tém lay Setne thi... tim t6i gan nhv chitng lai. “Oi troi
dat thanh than Horus...” Tén phap su da bién mat. T6i ra mat khap khu vurc
theo moi hwéng, hy vong han chi la nhtic nhich trén di théi. Chang thay
béng dang han dau.

Zia phu Itta vao noi han titng nam. RO rang la, tén hon ma ay khong
chi bién thanh v6 hinh théi, vi khong c6 tiéng thét nao vang 1én ca.

“Setne vira & ngay day co ma!” Zia tic t6i. “Bi tréi chat bang Dai bang
Hathor! Lam sao ma han chi bién mat di co ch&?”

Bes cau may. “Setne hir? Ta ghét tén dé tién d6 lam. Co cau da lay
dwgc bong con ran chwa?”
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“Roi,” toi dap, “Nhung Setne dang gilt cuon sach ctia than Thoth.”

“Ta c6 thé gieo buia nguyén ria ma khong c6 cuén sach khong?” Bes
héi.

Sadie va t6i nhin nhau.

“Dugc,” ca hai ching toi cung dap.

“Thé thi dé sau ching ta hang lo dén Setne,” Bes bao. “Chtng ta
khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau!”

T6i nghi néu phai di chuyén qua Vung dat ctia Quy dit thi limousin la
loai xe can thiét. Buon thay, chi€c xe md&i nay ctia Bes chang sach sé hon gi
chiéc ching t6i da bé lai day Pia Trung Hai mua xuan vira réi. Téi thac mac
khong biét c6 phai 6ng dy da dat trwdc xe la phai ngap day rac hop thitc an
Tau, tap chi bi dam nat, cing quan 4o ban khong nita.

Sadie ngoi ghé trwdc. Zia va t6i leo ra sau. Bes dap nghién chan ga roi
choi tro tong thang vao quy.

“Nam diém néu 6ng co thé tong dugce ga co6 cai dau dao phay kia!”
Sadie gao lén.

Bum! Dau-dao-phay bay veéo qua mui xe.

Sadie v0 tay. “Mudi diém néu 6ng c6 thé tong vao hai cai thit chuén
chuon kia cung mét liuc.”

Bum, bum! Hai con bo v0 cting 16n dap vao kinh chan gié.

Sadie va Bes cuwoi nhu nac né. Con t6i 4, t6i thi ban kéu gao, “Miéng
nui Itra kia! Coi chitng! Mach Itra day! Sang trai!”

Khi chiing t6i tié€n vao tam tran chién, t6i c6 thé thiy cac vi than dang
day lui dam quy. Trong c6é vé nhu toan bo cai Cong dong duwong lao da xo
tung con cuong nd tudi gia vao cac lyc lvgng bong toi. Tawaret nit than ha
ma dang dan dau, trong trang phuc y ta cung giay cao gét, mot tay quang
quat ngon dudc chay ran rat con tay kia la mii kim tiém dwdi da. Co ta vut
vao dau mot con quy, réi chich vao mong mot con khac, lam han ngay 1ap
tirc xui lo.
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Hai 6ng gia dong kho khap khénh di quanh, tung cau Iiva 1én troi roi
chi nguyén rua nhitng con quy biét bay. Mot trong hai 6ng lao dy lu6n mom
thét 1én, “Banh pudding cua ta!” khéng vi mot ly do cu thé nao.

Heket nit than éch nhdy chom chom quanh tran dia, dung lwdi quat nga
bon quai vat. Ba ta dwong nhw dac biét wu ai nhitng con quy cé dau con
trung. Cach day vai mét, Mekhit nit than méo nghénh ngang dang quat vao
dam quy bang gay chéng, mém la 16n, “Meo!” r6i rit 1én.

“Ta c6 nén giip ho khong?” Zia hoi.

Bes chac ludi. “Ho khong can gitip dau. Pay la tro vui nhat ho cé
trong may thé ky qua. Gio ho lai song cé muc dich! Ho sé boc hau cho
ching ta rit lui trong khi ta dwa c6 cau dén song.”

“Nhung bon t6i khong con thuyén nita r6i!” t6i phan doi.

Bes nhuén mot bén may ram rit. “Cau chic khong?” Ong ta cho chiéc
Mercedex chay cham lai roi ha kinh cita s6 xudng. “E cung! C6 6n khong
vay?”

Tawaret quay lai né nu cwdi ha ma rang ngdi véi Bes. “Bon em 6n ma,
anh yéu! Chic may man nhé!”

” Anh s& quay lai!” Bes hita. Ong ta gtii di cai hon gio, va toi nghi
Tawaret sap ngdt di vi hanh phiic mat.

Chiéc Mercedes phong di.

“Anh yéu a?” t6i hai.

“E cau nhéc,” Bes lau bau, “ta c6 chi trich quan hé tinh cam cua cau
khong vay?”

T6i chang c6 gan nhin sang Zia, nhung co ay siét chat 1dy tay toi.
Sadie im re. C6 1€ con bé dang nghi vé Walt.

Chiéc Mercedes nhdy phong qua ké mit phut ltira cudi cung roi dirng
kit lai trén bo bién xuwong.

To6i chi vao xac tau cia Nt hoang Ai Cap. “Thay chwa? Khong con
thuyén nita.”

“O thé u?” Bes hai lai. “Thé kia 1a gi?”
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Nguge dong song, anh sang choi chang téa ra tir bong toi.

Zia hit vao r6 sau. “Ra,” c6 ndi. “Con thuyén mat troi dang tién dén.”

Khi anh sang di chuyén dén gan hon, t6i nhan ra Zia néi ding. Canh
bu6ém vang-trang soi roi tia sdng. Nhitng qua cau sang ruc nhe nhang lugn
qua lwon lai trén boong tau. Sobek vi than dau ca sau dang ditng & mdii tau,
cam mot cay gay to gat phang di doi ba con quai vat dudi song. Va dang
ngy trén chiéc ngai ryc Itva ngay chinh gitta thuyén mat trdi la than Ra quen
thudc.

“0000000i!” 6ng goi 16n vong qua mat nwéc. “Chuing ta c6 banh quy!”

Sadie hon 1én ma Bes. “Ong thong minh tuyét dinh!”

“E nay,” vi than chi Itin 1dm bam. “C6 s& 1am Tawaret ghen cho ma
xem. Chi tinh ¢ 1a thoi diém duge phu hop thoi ma. Néu nhw nhé con
thuyén mat troi, thi ching ta sé xui tdn mang ngay.”

Y nghi 4y 1am t6i ring minh.

Hang bao thién nién ky nay, than Ra da theo mot chu ky - boi thuyén
vao Cdi Am lic hoang hén, di doc theo con Séng ctia Man dém cho dén khi
ong dy lai tr6i 1én thé gidi ngwdi binh thwdng vao binh minh. Nhung day la
cudc hanh trinh mot chiéu, va con thuyén tuan theo thdi gian biéu sit sao.

Khi than Ra di ngang qua vo s6 nhitng Ngoi nha cia Man dém, thi
cong cua nhitng noi nay sé dong lai cho dén dém keé tiép, khién cho nhitng
ké du hanh la ngwdi pham nhu chiing t6i day rat dé bi mac ket. Sadie va t6i
trede day ting kinh qua vu nay, va khong hay ho vui vé gi cho cam.

Khi con thuyén mat trdi dat vao bo, Bes cwdi nhéch mot bén miéng véi
chiing t6i. “San sang chwra, may nh6c? Ta c6 cam giac rang moi chuyén trén
thé gidi ngwoi thuong sé khong dwgc dé chiu dau.”

Dbay la diéu phi ngac nhién dau tién t6i nghe dwgc ca ngay hom nay.

Nhitng 4nh dén dang toa sang tha dai van cau, va chung t6i leo 1én
thuyén dé chao don diéu c6 thé la 1an mat trdi moc cudi cung trong lich str.
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17 — NHA BROOKLYN THAM CHIEN

TOI THAY TIEC RE PHAI ROT KHOI VUNG DAT CUA QUY SU.

[Phai ddy, Carter, em nghiém ttic vo cung.]

No6i cho cung, t6i da c6 mot cudc ghé tham day thanh cong & day. Toi
da citu dugc Zia cung 6ng anh trai cua t6i khéi tén hon ma qua dang Setne.
Toi da bat dwgc cai bong ctia con ran. To6i da chitng kién Cudc tdn cong cia
Iit doan Lao chién binh cung bao thang lgi huy hoang, va hon hét, toi da
duwoc trung phung vdi Bes. Sao toi lai khong dugc c6 nhitng ky niém vui vé
v0i noi nay co chi? Toi tham chi ngay nao do sé lam mot ky nghi dudng du
lich bién & day cho xem, thué mét tip léu xinh trén Bién Hon Mang. Sao lai
khong nhi?

Bao hoat dong chon ron ay con gitip t6i sao nhang khéi nhitng y nghi
kém vui hon. Nhung mot khi ching t6i dén dugce bo song va t6éi c6 dugc
chut phut gidy dé thd, thi toi lai bat dau nghi dén viéc lam cach nao minh da
hoc duwgc cau than chu gidi ctu cho bong ctia Bes. Niém han hoan trong toi
bién ngay thanh noi tuyét vong.

Walt — 6i Walt. Anh ay da la gi vay chi?

T6i nhé dén anh ay da lanh 1éo khong con chat sitc song nhu thé nao,
nam lot trong vong tay t6i gitta dong gach bun hoang tang. Ro6i dot nhién
anh mé& birng mat hédp hdp thé.

Nhin nay, anh da bao toi.

Ngoai bé mat, t6i van nhin thdy Walt nhu t6i da luén biét. Nhung
trong Co6i Am thi... anh chang than Anubis téa séng md mo, vang hao
quang xam Xam mau sac cua anh ta duy tri mang song cho Walt.

Van la anh day, hai nguwoi dong thanh. Giong néi kép cua ho lam da
toi son oc.

Anh sé gdp em vao liic binh minh, ho hita, tai Vung Mot, néu em chdc
la em khong ghét anh.

Toi c6 ghét anh dy khéng? Hay la cd hai nguoi ho? Thanh than Ai
Cap 0i, toi tham chi con khong r6é phai goi anh ay la gi nita roi! To6i chac
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chan la khong biét minh dang cdm thady thé nao, hay liéu minh con muén
gap lai anh ay khong nita.

T6i ¢ gat suy nghi &y qua mot bén. Ching t6i van con can phai danh
bai Apophis. Ngay ca da bat dwgc béng ctia né r6i, cling khong c6 gi dam
bdo rang chuing t6i sé bé bua thanh cong. T6i khong cho la Apophis sé ditng
i ra do trong khi ching t6i ra stc tdy xé6a han ra khéi vii tru nay. Va hoan tat
rat c6 kha nang rang viéc nguyeén raa sé can dén nhiéu phép thuat hon la toi
va Carter c6, do6 la da két hgp vGi nhau roi ay. Néu ching t6i tan doi, tinh
trang kho xtr ctia t6i véi Walt sé chang la rac roi gi nita.

Ay vay ma, t6i khong thé thoi khong nghi vé Walt/ vé hai ngudi ho -
vé doi mat ndu am ap cda ho hoa quyén vao nhau dén hoan hao, vé nu cudi
ctia Anubis trén mat Walt tréng ty nhién dén la.

Hu! Nhu thé nay khéng c6 ich gi hét.

Chung t6i leo 1én con thuyén mat troi — Carter, Zia, Bes va t6i. T6i
nhe ngudi hét cho noéi khi chud Iun yéu thich cta t6i sé thap tung ching toi
trong tran chién cudi cung. Luc nay day t6i can c6 mot vi than xau hoac
dang tin trong cudc doi minh.

Noi mii tau, Sobek ké cuwru thu cua chung toi nhin t6i vdi nu cuoi ca
sau, ma toi nghi day 1a kiéu cudi duy nhat gi c6. “A... ddm nhéc con nha
Kane da quay vé.”

“A, a,” toi qudc lai, “than ca sdu muon rang minh bi dap thut vao day

Sobek hat cai dau dong vay xanh lé ctia minh ra sau va cwoi 16n. “Néi
hay lam, bé con! Miéng nha quan c6 gang c6 thép day.”

T6i cho rang cau day c6 nghia tan dwong. T6i quyét dinh nhéch mép
cwoi voi ga ta roi quay lung di.

Sobek chi coi trong sttc manh. Trong lan giap mat dau tién, ga ta dim
Carter xudng dong Rio Granda va bat t6i mot cu bay thang dén bién giGi
bang Texas va Mexico. Tt bdy dén nay chiing toi cling chang than thiét gi
hon cd. Theo nhitng gi to6i nghe thay, thi ga ta chi dong y vé phe ching toi

https://thuviensach.vn



vi Horus va Isis da de doa ga sé gdy ra ton thwong co thé tram trong. Viéc
nay khong néi 1én dugc gi nhiéu vé long trung thanh cua ga.

Thuy thu doan cau Itra chap chéi quanh t6i, ri ra ri ram trong tri toi —
nhitng 10i chao don vui mung: Sadie Sadie, Sadie. Ngay x1ta ngay xua,
ching ciing ti'ng da mudn giét toi; nhung t khi t6i danh thic 6ng cht xwa
cta ching la than Ra, thi ching tré nén kha than thién.

“Vang, chao may chg,” t6i thi tham. “Gap lai mdy chu thich qua
co. Xin 16i nhé.”

Toi theo budc Zia va Carter dén ngai vang ruc Itta. Than Ra nhoén
miéng ring rung cudi véi chiing téi. Ong dy van gid nua nhan nheo nhu
thwd nao, nhung dwong nhw c6 gi day khang khac trong mat 6ng. Truwdc kia,
anh nhin cta 6ng ta ludn tregt qua toi nhw thé to6i chi 1a mot phan trong
khung canh. Gio day thi 6ng dy that sy’ chii muc vao mat toi.

Ong chia ra mot dia banh macaroon va banh quy s6 6 la, hoi chay
nhdo ra mot chit vi sitc néng tr cai ngai ay. “Banh quy khong? Wheee!”

“U, cam on a.” Carter nhén 1dy mot chiéc macaroon.

Di nhién, t6i thién vé s6 c6 la hon. To6i da khong c6 1dy mot bita an
cho dang hoang ké tir khi ching t6i roi khéi phién toa cda cha.

Than Ra dat dia xu6ng r6i run ray ditng day. Bes dinh d& cho, nhung
than Ra khoa tay tir chdi. Ong tap ténh di vé phia Zia.

“Zia,” 6ng ta vui vé liu lo, nhu thé dang hat mét bai hat ru. “Zia, Zia,
Zia.”

Ngac nhién that, to6i nhan ra day la lan dau tién t6i nghe thdy ong ta
goi tén that ctia c6 ay.

Ong ta vuon tay ra cham vao biia hd mang bo hung cta Zia. C nang
sg sét lui lai. Co liéc sang Carter tim sy tran an.

“Khong sao dau,” Carter hita.

Zia hit mot hoi that sau. Co thdo vong ¢6 minh ra an né vao ban tay
ong gia. Mot quang sang am ap tir con bo hung téa ra, bao boc lay Zia va
than Ra trong anh sang vang kim éng anh.
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“Tot, tot,” than Ra néi. “Tot...”

Toi ¢t twdng vi than gia nay sé tré khoe ra chit. Nhuwng thay vi thé,
ong ta lai bat dau sum xu6ng.

bay la mdt trong nhitng canh twgng dang lo nhat ma t6i tirng ching
kién trong mdt ngay vo cung dang ngai. Dau tién hét 1a hai tay ong ta rung
di tan bién thanh bui. R6i da dng ta bat dau héa thanh cat.

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra thé?” t6i la 1én. “Ta nén lam gi di ch?”

Mat Carter md& tron kinh hoang. Miéng anh dy ha ra, nhung chang 10i
nao thot 1én duoc.

Guong mat twoi cudi cia than Ra bién mat. Hai tay hai chan ong ay
gdy lia nhv mét birc diéu khac bang cat khé. Cac phan ti co thé 6ng ta tan
mac di khap Dong S6ng Bém.

Bes cau nhau. “Nhanh thé.” Ong dwong nhw khong c6 vé gi 1a choang
vang ca. “Thuong thi 1au hon ma.”

Téi tr6 mét nhin Bes. “Ong da chitng kién viéc ndy trudc kia 4?”

Bes cuoi nita miéng voi toi. “Nay, ngay xua ta da luon phién lam viéc
trén con thuyén madt troi nay day. Bon ta déu da chitng kién canh Ra kinh
qua vong luan héi ctia minh. Nhung da la xa xwa lam roi. Nhin kia.”

Bes chi vao Zia.

Chiéc mat day chuyén bo hung da bién mat khoi tay c6 ay, nhung anh
sang vang 6ng van con toa ra quanh minh Zia nhw mét vang hao quang bao
tron co thé. Co quay sang toi vGi nu cwdi rang rd. T6i chwa tirng thiy Zia
thodi mai, théa man dén thé nay.

“Gio thi ta nhin thay r6i.” Giong Zia nghe dam hon, mot dan dong ca
da 4m giong tir cao xudng thap xuyén qua Cdi Am. “Co ban 1a sy can bing
thoi, phai khong nao? Suy nghi cua toi va ctua ong ta. Hay day la suy nghi
cua ta va cua c0 bé nhi...?”

Zia cwoi khanh khach nhw diva bé con lan dau dugc dap xe. “Cubi
cung ciling tai sinh r6i! C6 cau noéi phai day, Sadie va Carter! Sau bao nhiéu
nam thang séng trong béng t6i, ta rot cudc cling dugce tai sinh nho long trac
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an cua Zia. Ta da quén mat duoc tré trung dwgc manh mé la nhw thé nao
r6i.”

Carter thut lui. T6i khong thé trach anh dy. Ky tc vé Walt va Anubis
sat nhap lam madt van con twoi nguyén trong tri 6c toi, nén t6i cam nhan
dugc Carter dang cam thdy gi; nghe Zia ty goi minh bang ngdi nhan xung
thir ba thi con hon ca ron ron.

T6i ha tam nhin ctia minh xudng sau hon vao trong Cdi Am. Ngay
cho Zia 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng cao 16n mac giap bang da va dong dang ding.
Ong ta trong van con gidng than Ra trong nhiéu mit. Van troc léc. Mt van
nhan nheo khac kho vi tudi tac, va 6ng ta cling c6 cung nu cwdi nhan tr (chi
la c6 thém rang ma thoi.) Nhung gio day, dang ditng cta ong ay da thang
thém. Nguwdi cudn cudn co bdp. Lan da anh 1én nhv vang nau chay. Ong
nay la dang tudi 6ng ngoai 6ng ndi ma lai lyc lvdng, vang 6ng nhat qua dat.

Bes quy xuong. “Kinh mirng chiia thuwgng Ra.”

“A, anh ban nhé cua ta.” Than Ra vo vo mai téc cua vi than nguoi
lun. “Ding lén di! Gap lai ngwoi that tot qua.”

Thay Bes khau dau, Sobek ditng nghiém lai, tay cam thanh gay dai
bang sat nhw 6m sing. “Chua thwgng Ra! T6i biét ngudi sé trd lai ma.”

Than Ra chac luGi. “Sobek, tén bo sat 1ao luyén kia. Mi sé tap ta lam
bita t6i ngay néu mi biét mi c6 thé thoat toi. Horus va Isis ghim nguoi
ngoan ngoan a?’

Sobek hang giong. “Thwa vang, tau dic vua.” Ga nhiun vai. “Non
song dé doi, ban tinh kho doi.”

“Chang sao,” than Ra néi. “Bon ta sé sém can dén sitc manh cuda
nguoi thoi. Ching ta sap tién dén binh minh phéi khong?”

“Vang, thra ditc vua.” Sobek chi tay vé phia triwéc chiing toi.

T6i nhin thdy anh sang cudi dwong ham — theo ding nghia den. Khi
chiing t6i tién gan dén phia cudi Cd6i Am, Dong Song Pém mé rong ra.
Nhitng canh cong 16i ra ditng cach day chirng mét hai cay so, anh sang ban
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ngay dang choi chang. Dong séng bién thanh cdc ddm may do6 1én bau troi
ban mai.

“T6t lam,” than Ra bdo. “Pwa ching ta dén Giza nao, than Sobek.”

“Vang, thra dirc vua.” Vi than ca sdu thoc cay gay sat xuéng nudc,
chong chéo dwa chiing t6i di nhw mot tay chéo gondola.

Carter van chwa nhic nhich. Cau chang t6i nghiép tré mat nhin vi
than mat troi nira nhw tan thwdng nira chirng choang vang.

“Carter Kane,” than Ra au yém goi, “ta biét chuyén nay khé khan véi
cau lam, nhung Zia rat quan tam dén cau. Tinh cadm cua c6 dy khong cé gi
thay doi ca.”

T6i ho khan. “O... yéu cau nhé? Lam on dirng c6 hon anh ay.”

Than Ra pha 1én cwoi. Hinh dnh 6ng dy lay dong, va toi lai thay Zia
dirng tredc madt minh.

“On thoi Sadie a,” ¢d cam doan. “Gi0 sé khong phai luc.”

Carter nguong nghiu quay di. “Um... toi sé... sang ding kia.” Anh va
vao cOt buom, roi loang choang bwéc di vé phia dudi thuyeén.

Zia nhiu may lo lang. “Sadie, sang dé mat dén anh dy nhé? Chung ta
sap dén thé gidi loai ngwdi roi. T6i phai dé cao canh giac.”

Duy lan nay, to6i khong cai lai. T6i mudn sang xem anh minh thé nao.
Anh ay dang ng6i ngay banh lai trong tu thé roi may bay, dau cho vao gitta
hai goi.

“On ca chi?” t6i hoi. Cau hoéi ngu ngéc, toi biét.

“Co ay la mot ong gia,” Carter 1am bam. “Co gai anh thich lai la mot
ong gia lyc ludng cé giong ndi tram hon giong cua anh. Anh da hon cé ay
trén bai bién, ma gio thi...”

T6i ngo6i canh anh minh. Nhitng qua cau phat sang hao hirc chap chéi
quanh ching t6i khi con thuyén tién ra viing anh sang ban ngay.

“Ho6n co6 dy htr?” t6i héi. “Chi tiét xem nao.”

Toi nghi biét dau anh dy sé thdy d& hon néu toi cé thé choc cho anh
ay noi chuyén. Khong r6 la cé tadc dung gi khong, nhung it ra nhw thé thi
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dau anh 4y méi ngang lén khéi hai goi. Carter ké cho t6i nghe vé chuyén
hanh trinh cung Zia bang qua serapeum, va tran tan pha trén con thuyén Ni?
Hoang Ai Cap.

Than Ra — a khong la Zia- ditng trén mdii tau gitta Sobek va Bes, hét
muc than trong khong nhin vé phia ching toi.

“Vay ra la anh da bado véi co dy sé 6n thoi,” téi két lai. “Anh da
khuyén khich Zia gitip cho than Ra. Roi gi¢ day anh lai dang an han.”

“Em trach anh sao?” Carter hoi.

“Ca hai ching ta déu lam vat chu cho than,” t6i néi. “Khong can phai
su6t doi. Va c6 ay van la Zia. Véi lai, ching ta dang tién vao cudc chién.
Néu ching ta khong song so6t, anh c6 muon trai qua nhitng gio' cudi cung
cta anh choi bé ¢6 ay khong?”

Carter sam soi vé mat toi. “Chuyén gi da xdy ra cho Walt?”

A... ngay tim den. P6i khi, c6 vé nhu Carter biét rd bi danh cta t6i
cling nhu t6i biét dugc tén anh ay.

“Em... em khong biét rd lam. Anh 4y con song, nhung chi la nho -

“Cau ta dang lam vat chi cho Anubis,” Carter n6i not.

“Anh biét ha?”

Carter lac dau. “Nhin thdy vé mat d6 cia em anh méi biét. Nhung
nhw thé 1a hgp ly. Walt c6 cdi tai... tai gi gi ddy. Tai cham tay vao la hoa
thanh tro xam ay. Phap thuat la chét choc.”

T6i khong thé doi dap lai. Toi ra sau nay la dé an ui Carter va tran an
anh rang moi chuyén ro6i sé 6n thoi. Gio day, chang biét thé nao, ma anh ay
lai xoay s& doi ngwgc dugce thé co.

Carter thoang dat tay 1én dau goi t6i. “Chuyén nay cé thé cé tac dung,
em gai a. Anubis cé thé gitt cho Walt song, Walt c6 thé cé6 mbt cudc song
binh thvong.”

“Anh goi thé la binh thuong a?”

“Anubis chua tirng c6 mot vat chu la con nguoi. Pay la co hoi cho
cau ta c6 dugc mot than thé thye thy, duge lam ngwdi bang da bang thit.”
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T6i rung minh. “Carter, ddy khong giong nhw tinh huéng cia Zia. Co
dy c6 thé tach rdi ra bat ¢t Itic nao.”

“Vay dé anh no6i xem c6 ding khong nhé,” Carter bao. “Hai cau con
trai ma em thich — mét cau thi dang chét dan con cau kia thi nam ngoai gi6i
han vi cdu ta la than — gi® chi 1a mot ngwoi, khong phai dang chét dan ma
cling khong nam ngoai gidi han cho phép. Vay ma em lai dang than phién.”

“Pirng lam cho em nghe nhuw 1a 16 bich ch®!” t6i thét 1én. “Em khong
phai 16 bich!”

Ba vi than quay lai nhin t6i. A. Pugc thoi. Qua la t6i nghe cé vé 16
bich that.

“Nghe nay,” Carter néi, “th6i ta hay chap nhan phat hoang lén vé
chuyén nay sau nhé, duwgc khong? Cho la ching ta khong chét ay.”

T6i run ray hit vao. “DPugc.”

Toi giup anh trai déng day. Chung tdi cung nhau lén ding vdi cac
than noi miii tu khi con thuyén mit troi tréi 1én khéi Cdi Am. Dong Séng
bém bién mat phia sau ching t6i, va ching t6i lwét thuyén qua cac dam
may.

Quang canh Ai Cap tradi rong nhitng sac mau xanh luc, vang va do
trong anh binh minh. O phia tay, nhitng con bdo cat cudn xody qua sa mac.
Vé phia dong, dong song Nile ngoan ngoeéo udén lwgn xuyén qua Cairo.
Ngay bén dudi chiing toi, & ven ria thanh ph6, ba Kim Tw Thap nho 1én
khoi binh nguyén Giza.

Sobek go cay gay cta minh 1én miii thuyén. Ga ho 16n tiéng nhuw mot
st gid: “Cudi cung, than Ra da thuc sy trd lai! HGi than dan cta ngwoi hay
hoan hi! H&i nhitng ké tho phung nguoi hdy tap hop lai!”

Co 1€ Sobek noi thé chi la nghi thitc 16 nghia théi, hay la dé ton hot
than Ra, hay c6 thé 1a dé khién cho vi than mat tréi gia nua thady kho chiu
hon. Du la dé lam gi di nita, thi van chdang c6 ai bén dwéi kia dang tap hgp
lai. Ma dut khoat 1a khong ma nao dang hoan hi.
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T6i da trong thidy canh vat nay lam lan, nhung c6 gi dé6 khong phai.
Lita chay khap thanh ph6. Puong phé dwong nhu trong hoac ky la. Khong
c6 khach du lich, khong mot con nguwoi nao quanh cac Kim Tw Thap. Toi
chwa bao gio thady Giza tr6ng vang dén vay.

“Moi nguoi dau ca roi?”

Sobek rit 1én kinh tém. “Lé ra ta phdi biét chi nhi. Bon nguoi pham
yéu dudi dang an ndp hodc khiép hai tranh di vi tinh trang ndo loan & Ai
Cap. Apophis da lén ké hoach cho viéc nay rat khéo. Bai chién truvong cta
han sé khong c6 bong dang nhitng thit ngwdi pham dang ghét.”

To6i rung minh. T6i c6 nghe dén nhitng rac réi tai Ai Cap dao gan day,
cung vdi ca cac thién tai ky quai, nhung t6i lai khong nghi day 1a mot phan
trong ké hoach cia Apophis.

Néu day la chién treong ma han chon...

Tdi chti muc sat vao ving dong bing Giza. Nhin xuyén vao Céi Am,
t6i nhan thdy it ra khu vic nay khong hoan toan trong rong. Pang boc vong
quanh chan Kim Ty Thap L6n la mdt con ran khong 16 dwgce hinh thanh tw
nhitng con 16¢ xody cat do cung bong t6i. Hai mat han 1a hai dom sang chay
ric. Nanh ctia han 1a nhitng tia chédp. B4t ¢t noi nao han cham vao, sa mac
suc soi 1én, con ban than Kim Ty Thap thi lai lac lw phat ra tiéng vang vong
kinh hon. Mot trong nhitng kién tric lau doi nhat trong lich s nhan loai
dang sap strta d6 sum.

Du la ¢ cao trén nay, t6i c6 thé cdm nhan dwgc sy hién dién cda
Apophis. Han lan téa ra sy hodng loan cting sg¢ hdi cwong do manh dén noi,
toi c6 thé cam nhan dwgc nhitng nguwdi thwong ¢ khap Cairo dang rim r6 lai
trong nha, sg khong dam di ra ngoai. Toan bg dat trdi Ai Cap dang nin thé.

Trong khi ching tdi quan sat, Apophis ngang cai dau ran hé mang to
16n ctia han Ién. Han danh xuéng nén sa mac, tao thanh mgt miéng nui lira
cd bang cai nha trong cat. R6i han cuén minh lai nhw thé vira bi chich phai,
va rit Ién gian dit. Thoat tién t6i khong thé nhin ra han dang chién dau vai
thit gi. T6i 16i kha nang mat chim rinh méi cua Isis ra va nhin thdy mot
béng hinh uyén chuyén nhé nhan trong bo 4o quan 6m hoa tiét da bao,
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nhitng 1wGi dao loang loang tir ca hai tay khi c6 ay nhdy vot 1én véi sy
nhanh nhen cung van t6c khéng phdi ctia ngudi, tdn cong vao con ran dong
thoi né tranh cai dép cia n6. Mot than mot minh, Bast dang cam chan
Apophis.

Miéng t6i dang chat. “Co ay c6 mot minh. Nhitng nguoi khac dau?”

“Ho dang dgi hiéu lénh ctda pharaoh,” than Ra bao. “Hon Mang da
khién cho ho bi chia ré va hoang mang, lo lang. Ho sé khéng x6ng pha vao
tran chién ma khong cé nguwoi cam dau.”

“Thé thi 1anh dao ho di chi¢!” t6i yéu cau.

Vi than madt trdi quay lai. Hinh dang 6ng ta mo di, va trong mot
khodnh khac t6i trong thay vao do 1a Zia tredc mat minh. Téi lo khong biét
c6 ay co6 khe lra dot toi thanh tro khong nita. T6i c6 cam giac rang ldc nay
viéc ay vGi Zia dé nhu tré ban tay.

“Ta sé do6i mat ké cwu thu cna ta,” Zia binh than néi, van bang giong
ctia than Ra. “Ta sé khong dé cho con meéo trung thanh cta ta phai chién
dau mot minh. Sobek, Bes — theo ta.”

“Vang thua dirc vua,” Sobek dap.

Bes bé ngon tay rang rac. Bo phuc trang tai xé cua 6ng ay bién mat,
thay vao do6 la bo do nhéi Vinh dy Chu lun. “HGi Hon Mang... chuan bi ma
gdp Xau Xi nay.”

“Cho da,” Carter goi. “Thé con chung toi thi sao? Chung téi cé cai
béng cua con ran ma.”

Liac nay con thuyén dang roi xuéng rat nhanh, sap stta dap xudng
ngay phia ngoai cac Kim Ty Thap.

“Chuyén quan trong phéi lam truéc, Carter.” Zia chi vé phia Dai
Nhan Sv, ding cach nhitng Kim Ty Thap ching ba tram mét. “Cau va
Sadie phai gitp cho chu cuaa hai nguoi.”

Gilta mong vu6t cia twgng Nhan Sw, mot vét khoi tir cira vao dudong
ham boc 1én. Tim t6i hut nhip. Zia titng bao véi ching téi rang dwong ham
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ay da dugc niém kin nhw thé nao dé ngan khong cho nhitng nha khao c6 tim
duwgc duong tdi Vung Mot. RO rang la, dwong ham dy da bi pha ma.

“Vung Mot sap that thu,” Zia néi. Hinh dang c6 4y bién déi, va vi
than mat troi lai dang ditng trdc mat t6i. Toi that long mong sao 6ng dy/co
ay quyét dinh dit khoat cho roi.

“Ta sé gitt chan Apophis lau hét mirc c6 thé,” than Ra néi. “Nhung
néu cod cau khong gitp ngay cho chi cung cac ban cia minh, thi sé chang
con mang nao dé ma cttu nita dau. Ng6i Nha Sy Song sé sup do.

T6i nghi dén chi Amos dang thwong cung cac hoc sinh nhé tudi cta
ching t6i, bi mot dam phap sw phién loan bao quanh. Chung t6i khong thé
dé cho ho bi sat hai.

“Chi dy noi phai,” téi bdo. “E hém, 6ng dy néi phai ddy. Ong hay cd
gl cling vay.”

Carter ludng lu gat dau. “Ong sé can thit ndy, than Ra.”

Anh chia méc cau va néo ra cho vi than mat trdi, nhung than Ra lac
dau. Hay la Zia lac dau. Troi dat thanh than Ai Cap oi, chuyén nay rdi loan
qua!

“Khi ta bdo v6i cau la cac vi than dang chd pharaoh ctia hg,” than Ra
bdo, “thi y ta néi dén cau day, Carter Kane, Con mat ciia Horus a. Ta c6 mat
¢ day la dé chién dau véi ké thu 1au doi cia minh, chit khong phai dé tiém
l1ay ngai vang. Pay mdi la s6 phan ctia cau. Poan két Ngoi Nha Sy Song lai,
lanh dao céac vi than nhan danh ta. Btrng bao gio lo sg, ta sé cam chan
Apophis cho téi khi cau dén.”

Carter nhin tran tr6i vao méc cau va néo trén tay minh. Anh ay trong
khiép hai y chang nhu khi nhin thdy than Ra tan ra thanh cat.

Toi khong thé trach anh ay. Carter vira méi dwgc 1énh phai 1én ngoi
vua cuia nén sang tao va dan dat mot doi quan phap su cung than vao cudc
chién. Mot nam truwdc, tham chi 1a sau thang treée thoi, cai y twdng rang
anh trai t6i dwgc trao cho loai trong trach nhw thé ciing sé lam t6i phat
hoang nhuv vay.
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La lung thay, bay gio toi lai khong thdy nhw vay. Nghi vé Carter nhw
mot pharaoh qua thyc lai rat an long. T6i ddm chac minh sé hoi han khi noi
thé nay, va toi dam bado Carter sé khong bao gio dé toi quén diéu sé noi di,
nhung sy that la tit dao ching tdi don dén Nha Brooklyn thi t6i da dat long
tin vao anh trai minh. T6i tré nén phu thudc vao sitc manh cua anh ay. Toi
tin twdng anh dy sé dwa ra quyét dinh ding dan, ngay céd khi anh ay khong
tin twéng chinh minh. Khi biét dwgc bi danh cta Carter, t6i dd nhin thay
mot nét ro rét dan quyén vao tinh cach ctia anh ay: tai lanh dao.

“Anh san sang roi day,” toi bao Carter.

“Qua vay,” than Ra dong tinh.

Carter nguwéc nhin 1én, cé chit sttng so, nhung t6i nghi anh ay c6 thé
nhan biét 1a t6i khong phai dang tréu anh — khéng phai 1an nay.

Than Bes thui vao vai Carter. “Di nhién la cau da san sang réi ma
nhoc. Thoi nao, dung phi pham thoi gian nita ma hdy di cttu chua cua cau
di!”

Nhin sang Bes, t6i c6 khong dé mat minh ngan 1é. T6i da mat ong ay
mot lan roi.

Veé phan than Ra, 6ng dy c6 vé rat ty tin, nhung van con bi gidi han
trong hinh dang cia Zia Rashid. Co ay la mot phap sw manh mé, phai day,
nhung van con la lam véi vu lam vat chua nay. Néu ¢6 dy chi nao ning chuit
xiu thoi, hay c6 qua sttc manh, thi...

“Theé thi thoi, chiic may man.” Carter nu6t khan. “Hy vong la...”

Anh ngap ngting. T6i nhan ra anh chang t6i nghiép dang c6 chao tw
biét ban gai, c6 thé la lan cudi cung, nhung lai khong thé hon c6 dy ma
khong phai hon ludn than mat troi.

Carter bat dau chuyén déi hinh dang. Quan 4o, ba 16, tham chi ca méc
cau va néo déu cudn lai thanh mot bo 16ng chim. Hinh dang anh thu nho
cho dén khi anh la mét con chim wng mau nau — trang. Ro6i anh sai canh
chao di ttr man thuyén.

“Oi minh ghét phan nay qua,” t6i 1au bau.
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T6i goi cho Isis mdi ba ta nhap cudc: Ndo. Pén lic chiing ta phdi
hanh dong nhu mot.

Ngay lap titc nang lwgng tir nit than tuén chdy vao to6i. Cam giac nhw
la ai d6 vira bat mé may phat thay dién da dé thap sang ca mot quoc gia roi
diéu chuyén toan bd sttc manh dé thang vao trong t6i. T6i bién thanh mét
con diéu (hau) lao vt 1én khong trung.

Duy lan nay, t6i khong gap rac roi trong viéc hoa trd lai thanh nguwoi.
Carter va t0i hen gap nhau duwéi chan twgng Pai Nhan Sw roi nghién ctru 16i
vao duvong ham vtra bi danh sap. Pam phién loan da khéng nwong tay gi.
Céac khoi da to nhw 6 t6 da bién thanh da vun. Phan cat bao quanh den thui
chay tan thanh thy tinh. Poan quan cta Sarah Jacobi da dung dén cau than
chu ha-di hodac la rat nhiéu cuon thudc no.

“Duwong ham nay...” toi lén tiéng. “Chang phai dau kia mé& ra ngay
doi dién Sanh Thoi Pai sao?”

Carter khac kho gat dau. Anh 16i m6c cau va néo ra, ltic nay dang toa
sang anh Itva trang ma qudi. Anh chim vao trong bong t6i. To6i triéu hoi gay
cung diia phép ctia minh r6i theo bwdc anh vao trong.

Khi budc xubng, ching to6i nhin thdy bang chitng ctia cudc chién.
Nhitng vu n6 lam chdy xém vach twong lan bac cap. Mot phan tran ham bi
oan xuong. Carter vira phat quang ra mot 16i di sit dung sitc manh ctia than
Horus, nhwng ngay khi ching t6i di qua, tran ham d6 sap xudng sau lung
chung t6i. Thé nay thi chiing t6i chang phan khdi gi nita.

Bén duwédi ching t6i, toi nghe thdy am thanh giao chién — nhitng tw
than thanh duwgc ho vang; phap thuat Itra, nwéc cung dat dang xung dot voi
nhau. Mdt con su ti¥ rong 1én. Kim loai lodng xodng va vao kim loai.

Céach day thém vai mét, ching t6i tim thdy thwong vong dau tién. Mot
thanh nién trong bd quan phuc xam rach 14 ta toi dang chong twa vao twong,
tay om bung thd kho khe dau dén.

“Leonid!” toi thét lén.
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Cau ban ngudi Nga cta t6i xanh lé day mau. T6i dat tay 1én tran cau
ay. Da cau lanh ngat.

“Dudi kia,” cau ngap ngap. “Nhiéu qua. T6i co -

“O yén day,” tdi noi, roi nhan ra néi thé ngd ngan qua, vi cau ay c6
nhtc nhich duwgce dau. “Bon toi sé quay lai vdi vién trg.”

Leonid can treong gat dau, nhung toi nhin Carter va biét ching toi
cung nghi nhw nhau. Cé 1é Leonid khong thé song néi dén day. Chiéc ao
khodc quan phuc cta cdu dy dam mau. Cau dang che tay ngang bung,
nhung ro rang cau dy bi da thuwong nghiém trong — do méng vuot hay dao
hay thi¢ phap thuat khung khiép khong kém nao day.

T6i tung than chi Lam Chdm 1én Leonid, it nhat 16i chd nay gitp 6n
dinh hoi thd ctia cau dy va chan dong mau chdy, nhwng sé chang gitp dugc
gi nhiéu hon thé. Anh ban dang thwong nay da liéu cd mang minh dé dao
thoat khéi St. Petersburg. Cau dy da dén tan Brooklyn dé canh bao véi toi
vé cudc tdn cong sap dén. Gio thi cau da ra sttc bao vé cho Vung Mot chong
lai nhitng ngwdi cha cii cia minh, thé 1a ching chém guc cau roi budc thang
qua than cau, bé mac cau lai day vat va chét dan chét mon.

“Bon toi sé quay lai,” toi lai hia.

Carter va toi loang choang di tiép.

Chung t6i xuong dén bac thang cudi cung thi bi ném ngay vao cudc
chién. MGt con su ti shabiti nhay bé vao mat toi.

N than Isis phan tng nhanh hon t6i. Ba cho t6i mot tir mot dé néi ra:
“Fah!”

Thé 1a chit twgng hinh mang nghia Gidi Phong lap lanh trong khong
trung:

Con su ¥ teo lai thanh bitc twgng nhé bang sap ma nhdy 1én nhay
xudng vo hai trén nguyc toi.

Quanh chiing t6i, toan hanh lang dang trong tinh trang 16n x6n. O ca
hai dau, cac hoc vién v 1ong cia chiing t6i dang miét mai giao chién vdi
nhitng phap suv thu dich. Ngay trudc mat ching t6i, mot ta nhitng tén phan
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loan da tao thanh m&t miii ném chan ditng cac canh ctra dan vao Sanh Thoi
Dai, con nhitng ban hitu cta ching t6i thi dwong nhw dang c6 xong qua
chung.

Trong mot khoanh khac, véi t6i tinh hinh nay dwdng nhw ngugc ngao.
Chang phai phe chiing t6i phai dang bdo vé may canh ctra sao? R6i toi hiéu
duwgc chuyén chac han da xdy ra. Cudc tan cong trong dwong ham da dugc
niém phong da lam quan déng minh ctia chiing t6i bat ngd. Ho da voi lao di
trg gitip cho chi Amos, nhung khi dén dugc may canh ctra, thi ké thu da &
trong ay roi. Gio thi dam nay dang c6 ngan khong cho quan tiép vién cua
ching t6i dén duwgc cho chi Amos, trong khi chi cta ching t6i dang & bén
trong sanh, cé thé la don phwong doc ma, déi mat vai Sarah Jacobi cung doi
quan tinh nhué cua a.

Nhip mach t6i ran rat. Toi x6ng vao chién tran, phéng vun vit nhitng
cau than chu tit cai danh sach phong phiu dén khéng ngd ctia nit than Isis.
Cam giac lai dwgc lam ni* than méi sang khodi lam sao, nhwng t6i phai can
than dé mat dén nguon nang lwgng cia minh. Néu t6i ma mdc cho Isis ty
twng tw tac, nit than sé tiéu diét ké thu cia minh trong gidy lat ma thoi,
nhung dong thoi trong qua trinh ay ba cling sé vat kiét toi. T6i phai ché ngy
khuynh hwéng muon nghién nat nhitng ké nguwdi pham yéu 6t thanh tro bui
cta ba dy.

Toi quang diia phép cua minh di nhw ném bu-mo-rang danh trung vao
mot phap su to 16n, rau ria, dang quat thao bang tiéng Nga khi han dang do
kiém vdi Julian.

Tén nguwdi Nga bién mat sau mét tia chép vang 16a. Noi han tirng
ding, mot con chudt hamster kéu chin chit 1én bao dong roi it cit chay di
mat. Julian cudi toe toét vGi téi. Ludi kiém cta cau dy boc khéi con phan
lai quan xan 1én cta cau dang bat Itta, nhing ngoai ra thi cau trong van on.

“Pén luc roi day!” cau bao.

Mot tén phap su khac tdn cong vao cau, thé la ching t6i khong con
thoi gian tan gau nita.
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Carter buwon chai 1én trudc, tay loang lodng méc cau cung néo nhw thé
anh ay da luyén tap vGi ching ca doi roi vay. Mot tén phap su bén dich triéu
goi con ha ma — t6i thay lam thé 1a bat lich sy qua, khi ma chuing t6i dang &
trong mot khodng khong gian chat chdi thé nay. Carter dung néo xa xudng
con ha ma, moi mot gai mat xich trd thanh sgi thitng rie Itta. Con ha ma dé
sum, bi cat thanh ba phan, r6i chdy thanh m6t déng sap.

Nhitng ngudi ban khac ctia ching t6i cling dang khong dén noéi nao.
Felix dung than chu déng bang ma trudc day toi chwa tirng thay — boc 1ay
ké thu cta cau trong may con nguoi tuyét phop phap, dit diém véi mii ca
rot va ong diéu. D6i quan chim canh cut cia ciu lach bach xung quanh, mo
vao nhitng tén phap su dich va chom chia diia phép cua ching.

Alyssa dang chién dau chong lai mot ké dung phép thuat cta dat,
nhung mu ngwoi Nga nay rd l1a khéng cé cira. Chac han trwde diy mu ta
chwa tirng thay sitc manh than Geb bao gig. Cit moi lan mu ngudi Nga triéu
ra mot sinh vat lam tir da hay c6 ném tang da di, thi nhitng dot tdn cong cia
a tan ra thanh da vun. Alyssa bung tay, nén ham bién thanh cat lin dwdi
chan ké thu caa c6. Mu ngudi Nga lin xudng dén tan vai, ket cing.

O dau kia hanh lang, Jaz khom minh canh Cleo, chim lo cho canh tay
ctiia c6 ay, da bi bién thanh hoa huwéng duwong. Nhung ma Cleo da ap dao
dwgc ké thu ctia minh. Nam duwéi chan co ay la by tiéu thuyét David
Copperfield to nhuw nguwdi that, ma t6i c6 cam giac bo sach nay tirng la phap
su thu dich vdi ching toi.

(Carter bao t6i rang David Copperfield la nha do thuat. Anh ay thay
chuyén nay buon cudi vi sao day. Ban 16 anh ta di. T6i lam thé day.)

Ngay ca dam cap-mat-ca cua ching t6i cling hanh dong. Nhéc Shelby
da rai but chi mau doc hanh lang dé ké thu dap nga. Gid thi con bé dang
vung vay diia phép nhw vot tennis, chay len 16i qua chan cac phap s nguoi
16n, dap vao mong chiing ma gao 1én, “Chét di, chét di, chét di!”

Tré con c6 dang yéu khong nao?

Con bé vot vao mot chién binh kim loai to twéng, la shabti khong
nghi ngd gi nita, thé 1a han bién thanh mdt con heo bung éng bay sac cau
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vong. Néu ching t6i song sét qua hom nay, t6i c6 cam gidc rat xau la
Shelby sé mudn gitt 14y con heo ay.

Vai cu dan trong Vung Mot dang gitp chung t6i, nhung it 6i thay
thuwong. Loe ngoe may phap su gia khap khiéng cting cac lai thwong tuyét
vong dang ném bua va danh chéch than chu.

Cham ma chac, ching toi tran dén ctra, noi miii nhon chinh ctia quan
thu dwong nhw dang tap trung vao mot nguwdi tdn cong duy nhat.

Khi nhan ra day la ai, t6i chi muon bién minh thanh chu6t hamster ma
chin chit lui di.

Walt da dén. Anh ay danh toac qua hang ngii quan thu bang tay khong
— quang mot phap sw dich qua hanh lang bang sitc manh phi pham, cham
vao mot tén khac va ngay lap tic boc tén ddy vao trong vai wép xac. Anh
chop 1ay gdy cia mot tén noi loan thi ba, thé 1a cay gay vun ra thanh bui.
Cudi cung Walt quat tay vé phia nhitng tén dich con lai, ching teo nhé
thanh c& bup bé. Nhitng hii quach — loai dung dé chon noi tang ctia xac wép
— bat ra quanh moi tén phap su bé xiu ay, nit chiing lai bang nhitng cai nap
c6 hinh dang nhw dau thi. May tén phap su tdi nghiép tuyét vong kéu gao,
dap dau vao nhitng lo dwng bang dat sét roi di lao ddo nhw mot day nhitng
qua ki bowling khong dugc vui.

Walt quay sang nhitng nguwdi ban cua ching t6i. “Moi ngudi 6n ca
chi?”

Anh trong giong nhuw mot Walt binh thwdng ctia ngay xwa — cao 16n,
co bap, cung gwong mat ty tin, déi mat nau diu dang, va ban tay ran roi.
Nhung quan 4o cta anh da thay doi. Walt mdt quan jean, 4o phong mang
chit Dead Weather, va ao khoac da mau den — la phuc trang cua Anubis, vGi
kich c@ vira van voc dang ctia Walt. T6i chi can phai ha tam nhin vao Coi
Am, mot chiit théi, 12 thdy ngay Anubis dang diing ddy trong dang va dep
ngoi dang ghét dy. Ca hai ngudi ho - choan lay cing mot cho.

“San sang di,” Walt bao doi quan cua chiing t6i. “Ching da niém céc
canh ctra, nhung toi c6 thé -«

Ro6i anh nhin thay t6i, giong anh lac di.
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“Sadie,” anh noi, “Anh -

“M@ ctra lam sao nao?” toi gang hoi.

Anh cam lang gat dau.

“Chu Amos @ trong dé a?” toi hoi. “bPang danh nhau v&i Kwai va
Jacobi cung ai biét la ké nao nita day chi?”

Anh lai gat.

“Thé thi dirng c6 tré mat nhin t6i ma md cira ra di, cai do dang ghét!”

Toi dang bao vGi ca hai ngwoi ho. Cam giac that ty nhien. Va cling
that thodi mai khi giai thoat noi gian dir cia minh ra ngoai. Dé sau t6i sé xw
ly hai tén ay — tén ay — gi cling dugc. Con ngay lic nay day, cha t6i dang
can toi.

Walt Anubis dam ca gan mim cuoi.

Anh dit tay 1én canh cra. Tro xam lan toéa khap bé mdt. Canh ctra
dong tan ra thanh bui.

“M0i em trede,” anh bdo t6i, roi ching t6i xong vao Sanh Thoi Dai.
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18 —- CHANG TRAI THAN CHET PEN GIAI CUU

TIN TOT PAY: chi Amos khong hin cé6 mot minh.

Con tin xau ndy: ké boc 16t cho chii ay 1a Chiia Té cua Céi Ac.

Khi chiing t6i tran vao Sanh Thoi Pai, no lyc giai citu ctia ching toi
khung chitng lai. Ching t6i da khong nghi 1a sé chitng kién mot diéu vii ba
1é chét nguwoi trén khong trung cta nhitng dao va tia chép. Nhitng chi
twgng hinh binh thwong tréi ndi trong can phong gid da bién mat. Nhitng
tdm man anh sang ba chiéu & hai bén sanh duong yéu 6t chdp nhdy. Vai tam
con roi rung han.

Nhu to6i da du tinh, mot doi tdn cong gom nhitng phap s thu dich da
giam minh trong nay cung chi Amos, nhung trong c6 vé nhu ching dang
hoi han vdi lwra chon nay.

Pang chon von trong khong trung ngay chinh gitta sanh dwong, chu
Amos dang khoac trén minh héa than ky la nhat ma t6i tirng thay. Mot hinh
dang hoi cé vé con nguwdi quay cuéng quanh chi — phan la bao cat, phan la
Itra, kha giong nhu con Apophis khong 16 ma ching t6i da trong thay trén
kia, chi la trong hén hé hon nhiéu ma thoi. Chién binh khong 16 mau do ay
cwoi sang sang khi ga chién dau, xoay tit thanh tregng bang kim loai mau
den dai muwoi mét nhe nhw khong. Lo lttng ngang nguwc cua ga, chu Amos
bat chwdc chiéu thitc ctia ga khong 16, mat chd 1dm tdm mo hoi. Toi khéng
thé nhan dinh duwgc 1a chi Amos dang diéu khién than Set hay la dang co
khong ché ga nita. C6 thé la ca hai.

Nhitng phap su dich bay vong vong quanh chid. Kwai thi dé nhin ra,
v6i cai dau hoi cung 4o choang xanh, vut qua vut lai trong khéng trung nhw
mot trong may nha su c6 vo biét bat tuan trong lyc dy. Han phéng ra nhitng
tia sét dé vao hién than cua Set, nhung dwong nhuw chiing chang c¢6 tac dung
gl.

Trong bo vay trang cling mai toc den chia tua tia, Sarah Jacobi trong
nhw muy Phu thuy tdm than mién Tay, nhat 1a khi & dang lwét quanh trén mot
con mdy bdo trong nhw chiéc tham bay. A dang cam hai con dao mau den
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nhu hai dao cao, phong qua phong lai trong chiéu tung hitng kinh hoang,
phong vao hién than cta than Set, r6i & chup dao lai khi ching quay vé tay
a. Trudc day toi ting thady nhitng con dao nhuw thé - 1wGi netjeri, lam tir sat
thién thach. Ching cha yéu dwgc st dung trong nghi thic tang 1€, nhung
duong nhw chiung lam vii khi cling 1gi hai khong kém. C¢ moi lan danh vao,
ching xé thém mdt miéng giap cat cda hién than, dan da khién né 1a di.
Quan sat & phong dao, néi cam gian bop nghet trong t6i nhw ndam dam. Mot
ban nang nao day mach bdao t6i rang Jacobi la ké da tdn cong Leonid nguoi
ban Nga ctia t6i bang nhitng Iwdi dao ay r6i bé cau ay lai cho chét.

Nhitng ké nodi loan khac lai khéng thanh cong trong viéc tan cong,
nhung chac chan la ching 1i lgm. Vai tén quat gié hay nwéc vao Set. May
tén khac phong shabti, nhw 1a bo cap hay diéu sw khong 16. Mot ga to béo
ném rao rao mau pho mat vao chi Amos. No6i that ch, t6i khong chac la
minh sé chon mot S phu Pho mat vao doi tinh nhué cua minh dau, nhung
chac la Sarah Jacobi bi déi bung trong khi chién dau ay ma.

Than Set duwong nhw dang vui thi tan huwdng lam. chién binh khong 16
mau do nén thanh tregng sat vao ngwe Kwai khién han xoay véo véo qua
khong trung. Ga da vang mot phap su khac vao trong may birc man anh
sang ba chiéu thoi La M3, thé 1a tén dang thwong ay do ap, khoi boc ra hai
tai, dau 6c han chac la dang ngdp tran canh mong may bita tiéc 4o choang
toga.

Than Sét thoc canh tay con lai vé phia Sw phu Pho mat. Tén phap suw
béo i bi nuodt chirng vao con bao cat va bat dau gao thét, nhung ciling thoat
cdi, than Set thu tay lai. Con bao tat lim. Tén phéap su roi bich xudng san
nhwr con btip bé vai, bat tinh nhing van con song.

“Bah!” chién binh dé réng lén. “Coi nao, Amos, dé ta vui ti nao. Ta
chi mudn roéc thit khéi xwong han théi ma!”

Guong mat chi Amos cang thang tap trung. R0 rang chud ay dang lam
hét sitc dé khong ché vi than, nhung than Set lai c6 nhiéu ké thu khac dé
choi tiép.
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“Kéo!” Vi than do phong ra tia sét vao con nhan sw bang da khién n6
vO tan thanh bui. Ga dién loan cuwdi pha 1én r6i quat trwugng vé phia Sarah
Jacobi. “Tro nay vui qua, 1t phap su bé bong a! Bon bay khong con chiéu
nao nita sao?”

T6i khong r6 bon t6i ditng ngay 16i ctta trong bao lau dé ma theo doi
tran dau. Chac chang hon vai gidy dau, nhung dwong nhu 1a dai vo tan.

ROt cudc Jaz cling nén xudng tiéng nac. “Amos... ong ay lai bi am
r6i.”

“Khoéng,” t6i qua quyét. “Khong phdi, lan nay khac! Chui ay dang
nam quyeén kiém soat.”

Cac hoc vién v& long tré mat nhin t6i khong tin noi. T6i hiéu noi
hodng loan cia ho. Hon ai hét t6i con nhé than Set da sém chuit lam chu toi
hoéa dién nhu thé nao. That khé ma thdu hiéu duwgc vi sao chd Amos lai tu
nguyén diéu chuyén sitc manh ctia than dé. Ay vay ma chd dang lam cai
diéu khong thé ay. Cha dang thang.

Tuy nhién, ngay ca Pai Phap Su ciing khong thé diéu chuyén tirng ay
sitc manh duogc lau.

“Nhin cha ay kia!” t6i khan khoan. “Chung ta phdi gitip cho cha! Chua
Amos khong phdi bi &m dau. Chu ay dang kiém soat than Set day!”

Walt cau may. “Sadie nay, chuyén dy — chuyén ay khéng thé nao.
Than Set khong thé nao bi kiém soat dwgc.”

Carter gio méc cau va ném lén. “R0 rang la ga ta co thé bi kiém soéat
chit vi chit Amos dang lam kia day th6i. Nao, gio' ching ta tham chién hay
sao day?”

Chung t6i x0ng t6i, nhung chung toi da tru trr qua lau. Sarah Jacobi
da dé y thdy sy hién dién cta ching t6i. A quat xuéng dam thudc ha:
“Nao!”

Co6 thé a ta doc ac, nhung & khong ngoc. Cho dén lic nay tro ching
tan cong chi Amos la chi dé danh lac hwéng chud va lam chu suy yéu. Theo
lénh Sarah, cudc tan cong thue thu bat dau. Kwai phong sdm chép vao mat
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chi Amos con nhitng tén phap su khac 16i ra day thirng phap thuat quang
ching quanh héa than cta than Set.

Chién binh doé loang choang khi nhitng sgi day thirng dong thoi siét
chat lai, quan quanh hai tay ga. Sarah Jacobi tra dao vao bao tay roi lay ra
sgi thong long mau den dai ngoang. Vit lén dam may bao bén trén hoa
than, & khéo 1éo trong dau ga vao roi that chat thong long lai.

Set rong lén gian dit, nhung héa than da bat dau thu lai. Truwédc khi
ching t6i kip rut ngan khodng cach, chi Amos da dang quy trén san Sanh
Thoi Dai, dugc bao quanh chi béi nhitng tdm khién ruc sac dé mong manh
nhat. DAy thitng phap thuat gio dang troi chat 1ay chi. Sarah Jacobi ditng
bén canh chu, tay giit sgi day thong long den nhuw day budc ch6. Mot trong
hai 1uwdi netjeri ctia & dang an vao c6 chi Amos.

“Durng tay lai!” & ra 1énh cho ching t6i. “Chuyén nay két thdac ngay
luc nay.”

Céac ban t6i do dw. Nhitng phap suw phién loan quay lai than trong doi
mat ching toi.

Isis cat tiéng trong dau toi: Tiéc thdt ddy, nhung chiing ta phdi dé cho
éng ta chét théi. Ong ta lam vdt chii cho Set, ké thil cil ctia chiing ta ddy.

Do la chii t6i! Toi dap lai.

Ong ta dd thodi héa réi, Isis bao. Tiéu tir ldu roi.

“Khong!” toi quat 1én. Sy ndi két gitta ching t6i lay dong. Ban khong
thé dung chung mot tri 6c vdi than ma lai c6 sy bat dong duge. Dé lam Mat
cho céac vi than, ban phai hanh dong hoa hgp hoan toan.

Duwong nhw Carter cling dang c6 cung rac r6i v6i than Horus. Anh ay
triéu goi hoa than chién binh chim wng, nhung gan nhw ngay 1ap tiéc n6 tan
bién di tha Carter roi bich xudng dat.

“Coi nao Horus!” anh gam lén. “Chung ta phdi giup chi.”

Tiéng cwoi cua Sarah Jacobi nghe nhu kim loai cao qua cat.

“Céc nguoi c6 thay khong?” A kéo thong long quanh ¢6 chii Amos.
“Pay la nhitng gi c6 dugce tr dwong 16i cia cac than! Sy roi loan. Hon
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mang. Chinh Set ngay trong Hanh Lang Thoi Pai! Ngay ca dam ngu si lac
16i ching bay ciing khong thé chéi rang chuyén nay la sai!”

Chd Amos bau tay vao ¢6. Chd gam 1én phan ng, nhung giong néi lén
la giong cua than Set. “Ta c6 lam chuyén tw t€, thé ma day la 10i cam on ta
ddy sao? Lé ra mi nén dé ta giét hét ching day Amos!”

Toi budce tdi, can than khéng di chuyén bat chgt. “Jacobi, ba khong
hiéu r6i. Amos dang diéu chuyén nang lwgng cia Set, nhung chu dy dang
nam quyén kiém soat. L.é ra chu ay da c6 thé giét ba nhung chu khong lam.
Set la canh tay phai cta than Ra. La mdt dong minh hitu ich, dwgc quén ly
thich hgp.”

Set khit mdi. “Httu ich thi c6 day! Ta khong biét vé cai vu qudn ly
thich hop kia. Dé ta di, dam phap sw non kém, dé ta c6 thé nghién nat bon
bay!”

T6i quac mat v6i chd minh. “Nay Set! Khong c6 lgi ich gi ca!”
Vé mat chi Amos chuyén tit titc t6i sang lo lang. “Sadie!” chu néi
bang giong minh. “Pi di chau: chién dau vdi Apophis. Bé mac chu lai day!”

“Khong,” toi n6i. “Chu la Pai Phap Su. Ching chau sé chién dau cho
Ngo6i Nha Sv Song.”

T6i khong nhin ra sau, nhung hy vong rang cac ban minh sé dong y.
Bang khong sy doi dau cua toi sé vo cung, vo cung ngan ngui.

Jacobi nhéch mép cudi. “Chu ctia mi la day t& cta Set! Mi va thang
anh mi déu bi phan tdi chét. Bam con lai ching bay, ha vii khi xuéng. Vi
tw cach l1a Pai Phap Sv mdi cta bon bay, ta sé phan phoi khi gi¢i cho ching
bay. R6i ching ta sé cung nhau chong lai Apophis.

“Ba toa rdp voi Apophis!” toi gao 1én.

Mit Jacobi héa lanh nhu tién. “Phan boi.”

A chia gay ra. “Ha-di.”

To6i gio diia phép 1én, nhung lan nay nit than Isis khong gitp t6i. Toi
chi l1a Sadie Kane, va sy chong trad cua to6i cham chap. Vu n6 xé toac 16p
khién yéu &t ctia t6i ma ném t6i vang vao tdm man anh sang. Hinh anh tw
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Thoi dai cia cac than hoa Ién quanh t6i — tim ra thé gidi, 1é thu phong cho
Osiris, tran chién gitta Set va Horus — giong nhu la c6 sdu mwoi bo phim tai
vao bd ndo trong khi t6i bi giat dién vdy. Anh sang tan di, va t6i dang nim
trén san, choang vang va kiét luc.

“Sadie!” Carter nhao vé phia t6i, nhung Kwai da vut mot tia chép dé
vao anh ay. Carter khuyu xu6ng. T6i tham chi con khong du sitc ma thét 1én
nia.

Jaz chay vé phia Carter. Nhoc Shelby 6m t6i, “Ngirng di! Ngung di!”
Céac hoc vién v& long khac chirng nhu sitng so, khong thé nhiic nhich dwoc.

“Pau hang di,” Jacobi néi. T6i nhan ra & dang néi vdi nhitng 10i
quyén ning, giéng nhuw hon ma Setne di 1am. A dang st dung phap thuat dé
lam cac ban t6i té liét. “Gia dinh Kane chang mang lai gi cho bon bay ngoai
su rac roi. Pa dén luc chuyén nay phai cham duwt.”

A ta nhdc 1udi netjeri khéi c6 chii Amos. Nhanh nhu chép, & phéng
dao vé phia t6i. Khi lugi dao bay di, dau 6c t6i dwong nhv tang toc. Trong
mot phan triéu gidy do, t6i hiéu ra Sarah Jacobi da khong ném hut dau. Cai
két cuc cho t0i cling sé dau dén nhu ctia Leonid, nguwdi dang nam chdy mau
dén chét mot minh ngoai dwong ham kia. Ay vay ma tdi lai khong thé lam
duwgc gi dé bao vé cho minh.

Mot hinh béng 1wt téi phia trudc tdéi. Mot ban tay tran tém 1ay con
dao trong khong trung. Lwoi dao sat thién thach héa xam roi gay vun.

Hai mét Jacobi mé& 16n. A voi rit con dao tht hai ra.

“Mi la ai?” & hai.

“Walt Stone,” anh dap, “dong déi cac pharaoh. Va Anubis, than cua
nguoi chét.”

Anh budc dén truwde toi, che chan téi khoi quan thu. Cé 1é tam nhin
cta t6i bi héa kép vi toi vira dap dau xuéng dat, nhung toi trong thiy ca hai
nguwoi ho 10 rét nhw nhau — déu dep trai va hung manh, déu titc gian vo
cung.
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“Bon ta cung giong noi,” Walt bao. “Nhat la trong chuyén nay. Khéng
ké nao duoc lam hai Sadie Kane.”

Anh dwa tay ra. Nén dat dugi chan Sarah Jacobi niit ra, va linh hon
nguoi chét bat 1én nhw ¢6 dai — nhitng ban tay tro xwong, nhitng guwong mat
téa sang, bong nhe nanh, cung ba c6 vudt dai. Ching bao trum Sarah
Jacobi, bao 1dy & bang loai vai lanh ma quai, r6i kéo & dang gao thét xudng
duwéi ké nit. Nén dat dong lai sau lung 4, chang dé lai dau vét gi la & ting
ton tai.

Thong long deo quanh c6 chi Amos ndi ra, giong noi cta Set bat cudi
han hoan. “P4y mdi la con trai cta ta chit!”

“Cam mom di Cha,” Anubis bao.

Trong Cdi Am, Anubis tréong nhw mudn thud, méi téc den réi boi
cung d6i mat nau dang yéu, nhung téi chwa bao gio thdy anh dy ngun ngut
phan n dén vay. T6i nhan ra rang bat cit ké nao dam t6n thwong t6i roi sé
phai hitng chiu con thinh no chat ngat ctia anh ay, con Walt sé khong kiém
ché anh 4y lai dau.

Jaz gitip Carter ditng 1én. Ao anh chdy xém, nhung anh trong khong
sao. T6i nghi chi mot tia chép thi chang phai la diéu t6i té nhat tirng xay
dén cho Carter dao gan day.

“H&i cac phap su!” Carter cling xoay s& dugc dé ditng cao dau ty tin,
kéu goi nhitng hoc vién cta ching t6i cung dam noi loan. “Ching ta dang
phi thoi gian. Apophis dang & trén kia, sap stta tiéu hiy thé gigi. Vai vi than
can treong dang cam chan han cho chiing ta, cho Ai Cap lan thé gidi con
ngwoi, nhung ho khong thé lam chuyén 4y mdt minh. Jacobi va Kwai da
dan dat cac nguoi sai duwong. Hay céi tréi cho Pai Phap Sw. Chuing ta phdi
cung nhau hanh dong.”

Kwai ham hé. Dong dién dé cong vong lén gitta nhitng ngon tay han.
“Khong bao gid. Bon tao khong cii dau trudce than thanh.”

Toi co strc ditng day.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Hay nghe 10i anh trai t6i néi,” toi noi. “Cac ngwoi khong tin vao
nhitng vi than a? Ho da dang gitip chung ta r6i day. Trong khi d6, Apophis
muon chiing ta chém giét lan nhau. Cac nguwdi nghi xem vi sao cudc tan
cong cua cac nguoi lai duge dinh thoi diém cho sang hom nay, cung lic
Apophis dang troi day vay? Kwai va Jacobi da phan boi cac nguoi. Ké thu
dang & ngay tredc mat cac nguoi day!”

Ngay ca cac phap su ndi loan gio cling quay sang nhin Kwai cham
chap. Nhitng sgi thirng con lai roi khoi nguoi chi Amos.

Kwai nhéch mép cwdi khinh bi. “Bon mi qua mudn r6i.”

Giong hén ran ran sitc manh. Ao choang cia hin chuyén tir xanh da
troi sang mau dé nhw mau. Hai mat han long 1én, hai con nguoi bién thanh
hai ranh loai bo sat. “Tham chi ngay ltic nay, chua nhan cua ta dang tiéu diét
Iii than gia nua, quét sach di nén tang thé gidi cia bon mi. Ngai sé nudt
chirng mat troi. Tat cd bon mi sé chét.”

Chu Amos dirng lén. Cat do cudon xoay quanh chu, nhung toi khong
mdy may nghi ngo ldc nay ai la ngwdi cam chich cad. Manh 4o da bao cua
DPai Phap Su anh 1én trén vai. Chu gio gdy lén, va chit twong hinh da sac
tran ngap khong gian.

“H&i Ngbi Nha Sy Song,” chu ho. “Chién dau!”

Kwai khong dé dang dau hang.

To6i cho rang day la chuyén sé xay ra khi con Ran Hon Mang dang
xam chiém tri 6c ban va chat chita trong ban phap thuat lan han thu vo bién.

Kwai phong 1én mét tia chép dé vao khong trung, danh guc hau hét
cac phap su con lai, bao gom ca nhitng tén theo phe han. Han la nit than Isis
da bao vé cho toi, vi tia dién ay xet qua t6i ma khong chut hé han. Cha
Amos chitng nhu chang quan tam khi dang ditng trong cudn xody cat do
ctia minh. Walt loang choang, nhung chi loang thoi. Tham chi ca Carter
trong tinh trang bi yéu di kia cting cé thé dung méc cau pharaoh ctia minh
danh chéch di tia chép.
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Nhitng ngudi khac thi khong dugc may man nhw thé. Jaz d6 guc. Roi
dén Julian. R6i Felix cung doan chim canh cut. Tat tan tat hoc vién cua
chuing t6i cung nhitng phién quan ma ho dang chién dau chong lai déu sum
xuong san sanh bat tinh. Vay la di tong mdt cudc tan céng 0 at.

Toi triéu goi sttc manh cta nit than Isis. T6i bat dau gieo bua tréi
budc, nhing Kwai van chwa tung hét chiéu. Han gio tay 1én tao ra bdo cat
riéng cua han. Vai td xody cat xoay tit xung quanh sanh, dac dan lai hinh
thanh nén cac tao vat tir cat — nhan su, ca sau, choé soéi, va su tit. Ching x6ng
dén tdn cong tir t¢ phia, tham chi con v6 cad nhitng nguwdi ban khong chut
kha nang ty vé cua chung toi.

“Sadie!” chu Amos canh bao. “Bao vé ho!”

T6i nhanh chéng doi than chi — voi va phua tam chan 1én cac hoc vién
bat tinh ctia chiing t6i. Chi Amos dap tan lan lwgt tttng con quai vat, nhung
chiing c mai tai tao lai.

Carter triéu goi hdéa than. Anh tan cong Kwai, nhung tén phap su do
da tat anh 1ui lai bing mot dot tia sét méi. Ong anh toi nghiép cta tdi va
danh sam vao mot cot da, cot da dé nhao de 1én anh. Toi chi biét hy vong la
héa than cia anh ganh chiu dwgc tac dong ay.

Walt cung luc tha ra ca ta nhitng sinh vat phép thuat — nhan su, lac da,
€O quam, tham chi la con Philip x&t Macedonia. Chung xong vao nhitng sinh
vat cat, ra siic cam chan chiing tranh xa khoi nhitng phap suw da nga xudng.

ROi Walt quay sang d6i mat Kwai.

“Anubis,” Kwai rit Ién. “Lé ra mi nén & trong cai diém tang 1é ctia mi
chi, thang nhai than. Mi khong c6 ctra dau.”

Thay vi trd 10i, Walt dang tay ra. Tw hai bén anh, canh ctra ket ma.
Hai con cho rirng to vat va tir khe nitt phong ra, nhe nanh. Hinh dang cua
Walt téa sdng md md. Thot nhién anh van bo chién giap Ai Cap, mét cay
gdy dang xoay vong trén tay anh nhw mot canh quat chét nguoi.

Kwai rong 1én. Han danh bai hai con ch6 rirtng bang nhitng dgt séng
cat. Han quang sét cung nhitng 10i sitc manh vao Walt, nhung anh dung gay
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gat hét di, bién nhitng don tan cong ciia Kwai thanh tro xam.

Hai con cho ritng qudy pha Kwai tir hai phia, cam ngdp rang ching
vao chan han, trong khi Walt buéc dén vung vdy gay nhu gdy danh gon.
Anh quat vao Kwai manh dén noi, t6i twdng twong am thanh doi vang tan
vao C6i Am. Tén phap sw ngd xuéng. Nhitng sinh vat bing cat cta hin bién
mat.

Walt giai tan hai con ché. Chi Amos ha gay xuong. Carter tir dong do
nat ding lén, trong choang vang nhung khong sao. Chung toi chum lai
quanh tén phap s that tran.

L& ra Kwai da phadi toi roi. Mot dong mau do ri ra t* miéng han. Hai
mat han duc m& nhu kinh. Nhung trong lic toi sam soi mat han, han hit gap
vao va bat cwoi yéu 6t.

“Li ngdc,” han khan khan noéi. “Shahei.”

Mot chi¥ twgng hinh dé nhw méu chay ruc 1én trén nguc han.

Ao choang cta hin phitng 1én thanh ngon. Ngay trvdc mét ching t6i,
han tan bién thanh cat va mét lan séng lanh — sitc manh cuia Hon Mang —
lan tan lan téa qua Sanh Thoi Pai. Nhitng c6t chong rung rinh. Ting tdng
tirng tdng da ti tran sanh rét xuéng. Mot phién da to nhw bép 10 d6 xudng
may bac cap cta bé ngai, suyt nita nghién nat ngai vang cta pharaoh.

“Sdp Xubng,” t6i noi, hiéu ra dwgc nghia ctia chit twong hinh. Ngay ca
Isis dwong nhu cling bi cau than chu lam cho phat sg. “Shahei 1a Sdp
Xubéng.”

Chi Amos chtri raa bang tiéng Ai Cap c6 - gi d6 vé ltra giam 1én hon
ma cia Kwai. “Han da dung can sinh lyc minh dé gieo 16i nguyén nay. Can
sanh von da suy yéu. Chung ta phdi roi di trudc khi bi chén song mat.”

To6i liéc quanh nhitng phap sw da nga xudng. Vai hoc vién ctia ching
toi bat dau cuc cya, nhung chang cach nao ma chiing t6i c6 thé dwa hét moi
nguwoi dén noi an toan kip luc dugc.

“Chung ta phai ngan lai thoi!” t6i nang ndc. “Ching ta c6 dén bon vi
than hién dién co ma! Ta khong thé citu 1ay sanh hay sao?”
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Chtd Amos nhiu may. “Quyén nang cua than Set sé khong gitp chd
trong viéc nay. Ga chi c6 thé pha huy ch khong biét phuc héi.”

Mot cay c6t khac do nhao. N6 gdy tan ngang san sanh, thiéu chut nita
la da dap vao mot trong may tay noi loan dang bat tinh.

Walt — ma nay, anh 4y trong kha oach trong bo gidp — lac dau.
“Chuyén nay ngoai tam ctia Anubis. Anh xin 16i.”

San sdnh rung rung. Chung t6i chi con séng vai gidy nita thoi. Roi
ching t6i sé chi la mot nhim nguwdi Ai Cap bi vui trong mo khac.

“Carter 0i?” t0i goi.

Anh dy bat lwc nhin t6i. Anh van con yéu, va t6i nhan ra phap thuat
chién tran cua anh ay sé chang ich lgi gi trong chuyén nay ca.

T6i thd dai. “Thé 1a chi con moi em, nhu moi khi. Puwgc thoi. Ba
ngwoi hdy che chan cho cho nhitng nguwdi con lai bang hét kha nang. Néu
nhu khong c6 tac dung, hay nhanh chong ra ngoai nhé.”

“Néu cdi gi khong c6 tac dung?” chi Amos héi, thém nhiéu tang da
nita tir tran sanh roi 14 td& xudng xung quanh. “Sadie, chau dang dinh lam gi
vay?”

“Chi mot tr thoi ma, chd yéu quy.” Toi nang gay len va kéeu goi sttc
manh cua Isis.

N than ngay 1ap tic hiéu tbi can gi. Hgp vao véi nhau, ching toi co
tim kiém sy binh lang trong Hon Mang. T6i tap trung vao nhitng khoanh
khac 16p lang trat ty nhat, thanh binh nhét cia doi minh — ma cling chang co
gi nhiéu. T6i nhd¢ lai bita tiéc sinh nhat lan thit sdu ctia minh & Los Angeles
v@i Carter, v6i cha me - 1a ky fc cudi cung t6i c6 dwgce vé tat ca chung toi
nhv mot gia dinh. Toi twong twgng dang nghe nhac trong phong minh &
Nha Brooklyn trong khi Khufu an Cheerios trén ban phan. T6i hinh dung
minh dang ngoi ngoai hién vGi ban bé, dang dung bita diém tam thanh thoi
trong lic Philip xit Macedonia quay nu@c trong ho. T6i nhé vé nhitng budi
chiéu cha nhat trong can hd cua 6ng ba ngoai — Muffin ngbi trong long toi,
tran bong bau duc ctia 6ng dang chiéu trén tivi, con mén banh quy kinh di
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cung tra lat théch ctia ba ngoai trén ban. Ching ddy, nhitng khodnh khac
yén binh.

Quan trong nhat 13, t6i tran ap sy hon loan trong chinh minh. T6i chap
nhan nhitng cam xtc 1an 16n ctia minh vé viéc minh thugc vé Luan Bon hay
New York, minh la phap su hay nit sinh. T6i la Sadie Kane, va néu hom nay
t6i séng sot, tdi co thé can bing tat. A phdi, tdi chdp nhan Walt hay
Anubis... t0i tir bo noi gian dit cung sy mat tinh than. T6i muwong twong ca
hai nguwdi ay bén canh t6i, va néu nhw thé cé ky di di chang nita, a thi, n6
van vilra van vdi cudc doi toi dén suodt kiép. Toi thanh than véi y nghia dé.
Walt con song. Anubis da la nguwdi bang xwong bang thit. T6i lam lang di
noi bat an trong long minh va budng tay khoi nhitng nghi ngo nghi ngai.

“Ma’at,” t6i ho léen.

T6i thdy nhw minh vira choc cay chia ba dang quay thang xu6ng nén
mong cua trai dat. Hop am tram lang vang doi ra ngoai xuyén qua tirng tang
16p trong C&i Am.

Sanh Thoi Dai lang yén. Cot da dung lén ty gan lai. Cac vét nitt trén
tran va san sanh lién vao. Nhitng tdm man anh sang ba chiéu mot lan nita lai
toa sang doc theo hai bén sanh, va cac chit twgng hinh lai ngap tran trong
khong trung.

T6i do guc vao vong tay Walt. Qua tam nhin nhoe nhoet, t6i trong
thdy anh mim cwdi nhin xu6ng minh. Ca Anubis nita. T6i c6 thé trong thay
cd hai, va t6i nhan ra minh khong can phai chon.

“Sadie, em lam duwgc roi,” anh n6i. “Em ky diéu qua.”

“U ht,” t6i 1am bam. “Ngt ngon nhé.”

Moi ngudi bao t6i ngat di c6 vai gidy, nhung cdm giac lai nhw hang
thé ky. Khi t6i tinh lai, cac phap sw khac da ditng 1én. Chi Amos mim cudi
xuong t6i. “Piéng lén nao, chau gai ctt khoi cta chu!”

Chu diu t6i ditng day. Carter 6m cham t6i dén la ham hé, gan nhu thé
mot lan duy nhat nay anh ay biét tran quy t6i hop ly.
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“Chwa hét chuyén dau,” Carter canh bado. “Ching ta phdi di 1én mat
dat. Em san sang chwa?”

Toi gat dau, du anh em chang dita nao dugc khde. Ching t6i da st
dung qua nhiéu nang lwgng trong tran chién cho Sanh Thoi Pai. Ngay ca cé
dwgc cac than gitp di nita, ching t6i van khong du diéu kién ma doi mat
v6i Apophis. Nhung ching t6i chang con lwa chon nao khac.

“Carter,” chit Amos trinh trong goi, khoa tay vé phia cai ngai trong.
“Chau la dong doi pharaoh, la Con Mat ctia Horus. Chau mang méc cau va
néo, dugc than Ra ban tang. Vwong quyén nay la cta chau. Chau sé dan dat
chiing ta, ca con ngwoi lan than thanh, chong lai ké thu chit?”

Carter ditng thang. T6i c6 thé nhin thay long ho nghi lan sg héi trong
anh, nhung c6 thé day chi la vi to6i hiéu anh minh. T6i da goi 1én bi danh
ctia anh ay. Nhin tir ngoai, Carter trong ty tin, manh mé va treéng thanh —
tham chi con dwong bé nita ay chit.

[Vang, em ndi thé day. Pirng c6 dwong dwong tw dac nhé anh trai yéu
dau. Anh van la thang ng6 tau ma.]

“Chau sé lanh dao moi nguoi,” Carter dap. “Nhwng ngai vang thi van
phadi con chd da. Ngay ldc nay, than Ra can ching ta. Chung ta phai di 1én
mat dat. Chu c6 thé chi cho bon chau dwong nao nhanh nhat khong a?”

Chu Amos gat gu. “Con nhitng nguoi con lai?”

Nhitng phap su con lai ho vang tan dong — tham chi cad nhitng ké
trede kia tirng noéi loan.

“Chung ta khong c6 nhiéu,” Walt nhan dinh. “Ménh Iénh cua cau la gi
ha Carter?”

“Trwdc tién ching ta tim ti€p vién,” Carter dap. “Pa dén lic t6i phai
goi cac vi than di chién dau r6i.”
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19 - CHAO MUNG PEN NHA CUOI CUA QUY

SADIE NOI TRONG TOI RAT TU TIN HA?

No6i hay lam.

That ra, dwgc dé nghi 1én lam vua ctia ca vii tru (hodc goi la tw 1énh
t0i cao cda cac vi than va phap su, hay goi la gi di nita) co ban la lam t6i
run nhw cay say.

T6i mirng la chuyén nay dugc dua ra ngay trong lic chiing toi sap stra
lao vao cudc chién, nén t6i chang c6 thoi gian dau ma nghi dén né hodc lo
SO ca.

Chdp nhdn di, tiéng than Horus néi véi to6i. Hdy dung dén diing khi
cua ta.

Lan dau tién t6i thay vui long dé vi than chién tranh dan dau. Néu
khong thi khi chiing t6i vira 1én t6i mat dat va nhin thdy tinh hinh t6i té thé
nao, chac t6i sé chay tré vao trong, vira chay vira thét 1én kinh hoang nhw
mot dita tré mau gido qua.

(Sadie bao t6i ndi vay la khong cong bang. May dita tré mau gido cta
ching t6i dau c6 la hét gi dau. Trong ching né con tap trung vao cudc chién
hon t6i nita.)

Du sao thi, mot nhom nhé cac phap suv ching t6i da ra khoi con
dwong ham bi mat gitta lung chitng Kim Ty Thap Khafre ma nhin xuéng
noi tan cung cua thé gidi.

Néu néi Apophis to 16n thi cling giong nhw néi con tau Titanic ngap
chut xiu nwdc vay. Con ran da trd nén to hon khi chiing t6i con & dudi mat
dat. Gio day Han nam cuén minh duwéi sa mac hang mdy dam, quan minh
quanh cac Kim Ty Théap va tao thanh mot duwong ham bén dwdi ngoai 6
Cairo, nang toan bd cac vung lan can 1én nhw mot tdm tham cti.

Chi c6 mot dau con ran ngoc 1én khéi mat dat, nhung cling da ngoi
lén cao c®@ mot Kim Tw Thap. N6 dugce tao nén tir bao cat va sdm sét nhu
Sadie tirng mo t4; va khi phung mang, n6 pho ra mot chit twgng hinh sang
rirc ma khong bat ky phap s nao mudn viét: Isfet, dau hiéu cia Hon Mang.
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Bon vi than dang chién dau véi han trong bé teo so vGi Apophis.
Sobek dang cuwdi trén Iwng con quy ran, nhai rao rao vGi cai ham ca sau to
khoe, dung cay truvgng dap lién hoi. Bon nguwdi bon ho déu ra sttc lién két
tan cong, nhung dudng nhu chang mdy may lam phién gi dén Apophis.

Bes nhady nhét chung quanh trong b do boi Speedo, vung cay gay go
va hét “Boo!” that 16n, 16n dén noi chac toan thé ngwoi dan Cairo déu chui
xudng nam co rum dwdi gam givong. Nhung con ran Hon Mang khong 16
chang trong cé vé gi la kinh so.

N miéu than Bast ban cta ching t6i cling chang may man hon. Co
nhay 1én dau con ran, vung dao chém dién cuong réi nhdy vut di tredc khi
Apophis kip hat c6 xuéng; nhung dwong nhw con ran chi tap trung vao mot
muc tiéu duy nhat phia truée.

Ping trén sa mac gitta Kim Ty Thap Lén va twgng Pai Nhan Su la
Zia, trong quang sang choi loa bao boc chung quanh. Lic nay that khé nhin
thang truc ti€p vao cod ay, nhung Zia dang ban nhitng qua cau Ira vao con
ran nhu phao hoa — moi qua cau ban téi déu nd tung trén than con ran va
dan tan pha than minh cta né. Con ran tra don, tap 1dy ti'ng mang tung
mang sa mac, nhung c6 vé nhw né khong thé tim ra Zia. Vi tri ctia ¢6 lién
tuc thay d6i nhi mét do anh — lic nao ciing chi cach cho Apophis dap
xuong khoang mot hai mét.

Tuy vay, Zia khong thé duy tri mai. Nhin vao C6i Am, t6i thdy vang
hao quang cua bon vi than dang yéu dan di, trong khi Apophis van khong
ngung trd nén to hon va manh hon.

“Gio chung ta phai lam gi day?” giong Jaz day lo lang.

“Ctt cho minh ra hiéu,” toi dap.

“La hiéu gi?” Sadie hdi tiép.

“Gi0 anh chwa biét. Anh sé quay lai ngay.”

T6i nham mat lai va dwa phéan ba cia minh 1én thién duwong. T6i bong
thdy minh dang ditng trong chanh dién cta cac vi than. Nhitng cay cot da
viron cao trén dau. Lira phép thuat chady trong cac 10 dong trdi dai vao bén

https://thuviensach.vn



trong, anh lira bap bung phan chiéu trén san nha béng loang bang da cam
thach. Chinh gitta dién la con thuyén mat tri ctia than Ra dugc dat trén bé.
Chiéc ngai vang ruc Itta ctia ong trong khong.

Co6 vé nhu t6i chi c6 mdt minh — cho dén khi toi cat tiéng goi.

“Dén day véi ta.” Horus va t6i néi cung mot lic. “Hay hoan thanh 16i
tuyén thé trung thanh ctia cac nguoi.”

Cac ludng khoéi sang ruc bong tir dau bay vao dai sanh, giong nhw c6
nhiéu sao choi dang chuyén dong cham. Nhiéu vang sang bong ruc lén,
cudn xody gitta cac c6t. Cac vi than hién hinh dén ditng quanh toi.

Mot dan bo cap nhon nhdo bo ngang san roi hgp lai thanh nit than
Serquet, tring trirng nhin t6i day ngd vye phia dudi chiéc viegng mién hinh
bo cap. Vi than khi dau ch6 Babi tréo xudng tit cdy cot gan nhat réi nhe
nanh ra. Nt than kén kén Nekhbet dau trén mi thuyén mat trdi. Than gio
Shu bay vao sanh nhe nhw mot con ma bui, r6i xuat hién nhw mot vién phi
cong trong Thé chién thi hai, toan than dwoc tao nén twr bui, 14 cay va gidy
vun.

Con hang chuc vi than khac nita: than mat trang Khosu trong bé do
mau bac; ni¥ than bau trdi Nut, vdi lan da xanh nhw ddi ngdn ha cung mudn
van vi sao 1ap lanh; than 1ap di Hapi v6i chiéc kho mau xanh lam tr vay ca
cung nu cuwoi dién dién quai gé&; va thém mot nit than cé6 anh nhin gay gat
mac bo do di san; vai deo cung, guwong mat day nét son vé nguy trang, thém
hai tan 14 co ky di gan trén t6c — nit than Neith, tdi doan thé.

T6i mong gdp mot s6 gwong madt than thién hon, nhung toi biét than
Osiris khong thé roi Bia Nguc. Than Thoth thi dang mac ket trong Kim Tw
Thép cua 6ng ta. Va nhiéu vi than khac nita — la nhitng than nhiéu kha nang
giup t6i nhat — cling dang bi cac lyc lwgng Hon Mang vay ham. Chiing t6i
danh phai c6 gi st dung nay vay.

T6i ditng d6i mat vdi tap hop cac vi than ma c mong déi chan dirng
run lay bay. T6i van cam thdy minh chi la mét Carter Kane, nhuwng t6i biét,
khi ho nhin t6i, ho sé thay hinh anh ctia Horus Nguoi bao thu.
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T6i gio moc cau va cay néo lén. “Pay la biéu twgng ctia pharaoh, do
chinh tay than Ra trao lai cho t6i. Ong ciing chi dinh t6i 1am ngudi lanh dao
cac vi. Tham chi ngay bay gi¢ ong ay dang chién dau vGi Apophis. Ching
ta phai tham gia cudc chién. Hay theo t6i va lam nhiém vu cta chinh minh.”

Than Serget rit 1én. “Chiing ta chi tuan theo ké manh. Nguoi cé du
manh khong?”

To6i di chuyén véi toc do anh sang. Toi vut cdy néo ngang qua vi nit
than, chat ba ta thanh mot dong bo cap nwéng dang boc lira.

Mot vai con con song chui ra dong dé nat. Chung lui ra mot khoang
cach an toan va bat dau tai hgp lai, cho dén khi vi nit than tré thanh nguyén
dang nhu Iic dau, dang rium minh lai sau mot 10 Itva dang chay Itra xanh.

N than kén kén Nekhbet cuwdi khic khich. “Han manh day.”

“Vay di théi,” t6i hé hao.

Phan ba cua t6i tré vé trai dat. T6i mé mat ra.

Bén trén Kim Ty Thap Khafre, may bao kéo dén van vii. Mot tiéng
sét am vang troi, ddm may ré ra va cac vi than lao xuéng cudc chién — mot
sO cu0i xe ngua chién, s6 khac 1ai tau chién, mot s6 cudi trén lwng nhung
con chim wng khong 16. Vi than khi dau cho6 Babi leo 1én dinh Kim Ty Thap
Lén, vira dam vao ngyc minh vira tru 1én.

To6i quay qua Sadie. “Thay dau hiéu dé thé nao?”

Chtng t6i tréo xuéng Kim Ty Thap va tham gia trén chién.

ARAAQ

Meo thit nhat néu mudn danh véi ran Hon Mang khong 16 nay: Dirng
danh.

Ngay ca khi c6 mot doi quan cac vi than va phap su hung hau yém trg
cho, thi day van khong phai la ma ban c6 thé gianh phan thang. T6i cang
thady r6 diéu nay khi ching t6i tién dén gan, va thé giéi nhv dang nit gay.
T6i nhan ra Apophis khong don thuan chi la luén quanh Ién xuéng sa mac,
cudn minh quanh cac Kim Ty Thap. Han con ludn ra ludn vao Cdi Am, béc
tach hién thyc thanh nhiéu 16p khac nhau. Mu6n duéi bat han chang khac
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nao chay vao mot ngbi nha cudi treo day gwong, moi tdm gwong lai dan 16i
dén mot nha cwoi khac treo nhiéu gwong hon.

Ban bé cua chung t6i bat dau chia ra. Xung quanh, cac vi than va
phap sv dan tré nén phan lap, mot s6 chim sau vao Cdi Am hon nhitng
nguwoi khac. Tat cd ching t6i dang chién dau véi mot ké thu duy nhat,
nhing thye sy moi ching t6i dang danh véi chi mot phan sitc manh ctia hdn
ma thoi.

Phia chan Kim Ty Thap, than ran dang siét lay Walt. Cau vung vay
tim duong thoat ra, phéng anh sang mau xam vao than ran, khién vay ran
bién thanh tro bui; nhung con ran chi nhanh chéng phuc héi va siét Walt
moi lic mot chat hon. Cach d6 vai chuc mét, Julian da goi 1én day du hién
than than Horus, mot chién binh da xanh khong 16 c6 dau chim wng v6i moi
tay mot thanh khopesh. Cau chat phang mot khic dudi ran — hodc it ra la
mot phién ban cta cai dudi — nhung khic dudi gay gidy dap lién hoi va cd
dam xién qua cau ta. Sau hon mot chit trong Cdi Am, nit than Serget dang
ding gan nhu ngay chinh cho Julian. Ba da bién minh thanh mét con bo cap
den 16n va dang dwong dau v6i mot hinh anh khac ctia khic du6i ran, chong
dd véi cai voi chich noc cia minh trong mét tran dau gwom ky di. Ngay ca
chi Amos ciing bi mai phuc. Chu quay sai hwéng (hodc toi nhin ra dai loai
la thé) va vung gdy vao khoang khong, quat 1én nhitng tiv 1énh phéng vao
hu khéng.

T6i nhitng twdng ching tdi dang lam Apophis yéu di bang cach khién
han phdi chia ra danh v&i nhiéu nguwdi ching t6i cung mot ldc, nhung toi
khong hé thay bat cit dau hiéu nao cho thay con ran dang xuéng siic.

“Han dang chia ré ching ta!” Sadie hét 1én. Ngay cad khi n6 dang
dirng sat béen t6i, nhung duong nhe né dang noi vong ra tr bén kia duong
ham gio gao.

“Cam lay!” T6i gio moc cau pharaoh 1én. “Chuing ta phai sat canh
mG&i duoc!”

Sadie nam 14y dau kia mo6c cau, réi ching to6i lao vé phia trudc.
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Cang tién gan vé phia dau con ran, ching t6i di chuyén cang khé
khan hon. T6i cdm gidc nhuw dang 16i qua cac 16p si-ro trong sudt, 16p sau
dac va kéo lai hon 16p trede. T6i nhin quanh va nhan thay phan 16n lién
minh ctia minh da bi roi lai phia sau. Mot s6 t6i tham chi con khong thé
nhin thdy vi sy bop méo khong gian cia Hon Mang.

Phia trwéc chiing t6i, mot luéng anh sang chiéu mo do nhw roi qua
muoi lam mét trede.

“Chung ta phai dén cho than Ra,” t6i bao. “Tap trung vao ong ay!”

biéu t6i that sy nghi trong dau la: Téi phdi citu Zia. Nhung t6i dam
chac Sadie biét ro khong can t6i phai noi ra.

T6i nghe vang vang tiéng Zia dang goi 1én hang 16p song lira danh lai
ké thu. Co 1é c6 ay khong thé & xa hon — chac chi 1a khoang sau mét néu
tinh theo khoang céach trong thé gidi thudng ching? Trong C6i Am thi c
phai dén hang ngan dam.

“Gan tGi r6i!” toi noi.

Bon mi dda dén qud tré, hdi nhitng con nguoi bé nhd, tiéng Apophis
gam gu trong tai tdi. Ra sé la bita diém tGm cta ta h6m nay.

MGt cudn than ran to nhw xe dién ngam dap xudng cat ngay dudi
chan, suyt nita nghién nat ching t6i. Vay ran ggn song lén véi siic manh
cta Hon Mang khién t6i chi mudn gap minh xudng non thoc nén thdo. Néu
khong c6 than Horus che chan, chac gio téi da boc thanh hoi khi ditng gan
né dén thé nay. T6i vung cay néo lén. Ba lan Itta dé bay xet ngang da con
ran, thiéu chay né thanh tirng mang khéi dé va xam.

“On ch?” t6i héi Sadie.

Trong no tai nhot, nhwng van gat dau. Chung t6i tiép tuc 1é budce tdi.

Van con mét so it cac vi than manh nhat dang chién dau quanh ching
toi. Vi than khi dau ch6 Babi dang cuwGi trén mot phién ban dau ran khac,
nén nam tay to bé vao mat Apophis, nhung duwong nhuw chi lam phién con
ran chut it. N than san ban Neith nap sau mot chéng da, ra sttc bat tén ban
vao mot cai dau ran khac. That dé dang tim ra ba véi may tan 14 co trén dau,
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va ba ci¢ ra sttc hét 1én cau gi d6 vé am muu Bé Rau Cau. Xa hon mot chuit,
mot cai miéng ran khac cam phap vao nit than kén kén Nekhbet, ba thét 1én
dau don va vO tung thanh mot mé 16ng vii den.

“Chung ta dang mat dan cac vi than!” Sadie kéu 1én kinh hai.

Cudi cung ching t6i ciing dén dugc ngay tam con bdao Hon Mang.
Nhitng birc twong khoi do xam xody cudn quanh ching t6i, nhung tiéng
gam thét hoan toan bién mat ¢ vung trung tam, nhu thé ching toi vira buéc
vao mat bao. Trén dau ching t6i la cai dau ran that dang vuon cao — hay it
ra cling la mét hién than nhung chiém phan 16n sitc manh cda han.

Lam sao t6i biét diéu d6? Vi 16p da trong ran chac hon, cac 16p vay
dé vang sang lap lanh. Cai miéng ha to nhw mot hang sau mau héng 1ém
chédm rang nanh. P6i mat ran san ryc, va chiéc mang banh rong che hét mot
phan tw bau troi.

Birng tredc quy ran la than Ra, véi mét vang sang chéi loa khong thé
nhin thang tryc ti€p. Tuy nhién, néu liéc qua khée mat, t6i c6 thé thay Zia
dang ditng ngay trung tam vang sang. C6 mdc trang phuc cong chia Ai Cap
— mot chiéc dam dai bang luc mau vang va trang, deo day chuyén va bang
tay bang vang. Ngay ca chiéc gdy va diia phép cua c6 cling nhv duwgc ma
vang. Hinh anh c6 lién tuc di chuyén trong lan hoi néng, khién cho con ran
lan nao b6 xudng cling trat muc tiéu.

Zia ban ra nhitng tia Itra d6 vao Apophis — chéi loa mat han va dot
trui titng manh da — nhwng hinh nhw cac vét thwong déu lanh lai ngay. Con
ran tiép tuc trd nén to hon va manh hon. Zia thi khong dwgc may man dén
vay. Néu tap trung, tdi c6 thé cam nhan phan sinh Iwc cta c6, phan ka, dang
cang ngay yéu di. Vang sang ruc rd tredc nguc Zia dang thu nhé dan va tap
trung lai, nhu mot ngon It¥a thu lai thanh dom sang.

Trong khi d6, nguwoi ban 1au nam Bast ctia chiing t6i dang c6 hét stc
lam phan tam ké cyu thu. Hét lan nay dén lan khac c6 lién tuc nhdy 1én lung
con ran, dung dao chém xu6ng réi meo meo lén gian dit, nhung Apophis chi
hét c6 xuéng, ném co trd lai vao con bao.
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Sadie nhin mot lwgt canh twgng trrdc mat bang anh mat do xét. “Bes
dau nhi?”

Vi than nguoi lun da bién mat. Toéi dang lo sg diéu t6i té nhat xdy ra
thi nghe vang vang tiéng goi yéu 6t va gat géng & gan ria con bao, “Ai do6
giap véi?”

Toi da khong chi y dén canh hoang tan do6 nat xung quanh. Pong
bang Giza ngap tran nhitng khoi da to, hao ranh, va phan moéng nhitng céng
trinh dugc xay 1én tir nhitng 1an khai quat truéc. Phia truéc dong da voi to
cd chiéc xe hoi gan do, vi than ngudi lun dang 16 dau ra.

“Bes!” Sadie kéu Ién khi ching tdi chay dén bén 6ng. “Ong khong
sao chur?”

Ong quic mét nhin chiing t6i. “Nhin ta c6 vé khong sao 1dm ha nhoc?
Ta bi cd mot khoi da nang muoi tan de 1én ngyc day nay. Con ran dang kia
danh bat ta ra day va hat cai thi nay 1én nguwdi ta. Mot hanh dong tan ac
trang tron hon bao gio hét d6i véi nguwoi lun.”

“Ong nhich né dwgc khong?”

Ong ném t6i cai nhin xau hodc nhw 1 cai mét kinh khiing nhu ldc thét
1én Boo!. “Oi, Carter, ta dd khong nghi dén viéc ddy. That 1a dé chiu khi bi
nam de dwdi nay. Tat nhién la ta khong thé nhich dugc r6i, do ngoc! Khong
dé gi day dugc ca dong da nhu thé nay. Kéo mot ngwoi lun ra, duge chi?”

“Lui lai,” toi bao Sadie.

Tbi goi sttc manh ctia Horus. Anh sang xanh bao boc 14y tay tdi, va
toi chat mot don karate vao tang da. Pa nut ra ngay chinh gitta, nga ra hai
bén vi than ngwoi lun.

Han sé an twong hon néu toi khong la 1én nhw mot con ctn réi 6m lay
may ngoén tay. RO rang la téi can luyén tap don karate nay nhiéu hon, vi gio
day ban tay t6i nhw dang nhing vao chdo dau néng. Pam béo la toi da lam
gdy vai xuwong trong ay roi.

“Co0 sao khong?” Sadie hoi.

“Khong sao,” t6i noi doi.
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Bes ditng day. “Cam on nhéc. Gid di dap ran nao.”

Chung t6i chay dén gitp Zia, nhwng hoa ra viéc nay lai l1a y twéng toi.
Co liéc nhin thay chung t6i — va chi trong khoanh khac do, c6 bi phan tam.

“Carter, ta on cac vi than!” Zia n6i bang giong ctia hai nguoi trong
mot thé thong nhat — mot phan giong ctia Zia, mot phan la giong tram nhw
ra lénh cta Ra, hoi kho nghe. Noi t6i bdo thu thi chiu, chit nghe c6 ban gai
minh noi vdi giong cia mot vi nam-than-gia-nam-nghin-nam tuéi khéng
nam trong danh sach Mudi Biéu T6i Thdy Hap Dan cua t6i roi. Du vay, toi
van mirng khi nhin thay 6, t6i hau nhw khong ban tam.

Co6 ban mot qua cau ltra khac xudng co6 hong Apophis. “Cau dén that
ddng lic. Ong ban rén cta chiing ta dang tr& nén manh-"

“Coi chung!” Sadie hét lén.

Lan nay, Apophis khong bi qua cau Itta lam phién. N6 b6 xudng ngay
1ap titc — va trung dich. Cai miéng ran dap manh nhu qua bua ta.

Khi Apophis ngéc dau 1én, Zia da bién mat. Cho Zia ditng lic nay gio
la mGt cai ho trong hodac trén cat, va trén c6 con ran xudt hién mét khoi u to
cd nguoi thwong dang toa sang tir bén trong c6 hong, tiép tuc chiéu sang khi
troi xudng thue quan.

Sadie ké rang lic d6 t6i phat ro. That tinh thi t6i chang nhé gi ca. To6i
chi nhé la giong t6i khan ddc vi thét len kinh hoang, t6i ldo ddo buéc ra xa
Apophis, phép thuat gan nhu can kiét, ban tay gay dau nhoi, méc cau va cay
néo téa khoi ri ra mot thit chat 1éng mau xdm — mau ctia Hon Mang.

Apophis cé ba vét cat sau chua lién lai trén c¢6. Nhung ngoai ra thi
trong han hoan toan 6n. Chang biét ran cé biéu cdm khong, nhung t6i chac
chan no6 dang rat ha hé.

“Nhuw da tién doan trwéc!” Han 16n tiéng ndi, va mat dat rung chuyén.
Cac vét nit xudt hién doc ngang sa mac nhw thé sa mac bong bién thanh
mot 16p bang mong. Bau troi toéi sam lai, chi dwgc soi bang anh sao va
nhitng vét sang dé. Nhiét do bat dau tut. “Mi khéng thé danh ltira dinh ménh
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dwgc dau, Carter Kane! Ta da nudt Ra. Gi¢ thi ngay tan thé chi con trong
phut choc thoi!”

Sadie quy xudng khoc nac lén. Noi tuyét vong quét tran qua toi, budt
lanh hon bang gia. T6i cam thay sitc manh ctia Horus tan bién, gio toi chi la
Carter Kane binh thwdng. Xung quanh t6i, trong nhiéu ting cia C6i Am,
cac vi than va phéap sw bong dirng lai khi noi kinh hai lan qua hang ngdi.

Vi sy nhanh nhen ctia con méo, nit miéu than Bast nhdy xuéng canh
toi, thd khé nhoc. Téc c6 xu 1én qua thé, trong nhw con nhim bién phu day
cat. Bo do bo bi xé rach toi td. Bén ham trai han 1én mot vét tham tim kinh
khting. May con dao dang boc khoéi va bi gam mon 16 ché do noc doc cta
con ran.

“Khong,” giong c6 kién quyét. “Khong, khong, khong. K& hoach cia
ching ta la gi?”

“K€ hoach w?” T6i c6 hiéu cau hoi ctia c6. Zia da mat. Chang to6i da
that bai. Loi tién tri c6 xwa da thanh hién thyc, t6i sé chét di va biét rang
minh dit khoat la ké thua cudc hoan toan. Toi nhin sang Sadie, nhung n6
hinh nhv cling dang chét lang vi bang hoang.

“Tinh lai di, may dira!” Bes di lach bach dén bén t6i va da mé6t phat
vao xuwong banh che, & tam cao nhat 6ng ta cé thé da tGi.

“0Oi!” toi la lén.

“Bay gio cau la nguoi lanh dao,” 6ng gam lén. “Nén t6t hon hét la
cau phai c6 mot ké hoach chit. Ta khong phdi song lai dé bi giét mdét lan niva
dau!”

Apophis rit 1én. Mat dat tiép tuc niit ra, rung chuyén phan moéng cac
Kim Tw Thap. Khong khi that lanh, dén noi t6i thé ra swong.

“Qua muon roi, may dira tré t6i nghiép.” Do6i mat ran do ngau nhin
trirng trirng xuong toi. “Trat tw Ma’at da chét hang thé ky nay. Thé gidi cta
cac nguoi chi la mot dém nho tam bg trong Bién Hon Mang. Tat ca nhitng
gl cac nguoi xay dung déu chang cé nghia gi ca. Ta la qua khit va twong lai
clia cac nguoi! Hay cui dau khuat phuc ta ngay, Carter Kane, va ta co thé sé
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tha mang cho nguoi va difa em gai nguoi. Ta rat muon c6 ké song sét dé
chitng kién chién thang cuda ta. Nhu vay chang thich hgp hon la chét sao?”

Chan tay t6i tréd nén nang triu. Pau 6c sau tham bén trong, tdi chi la
mot cau bé sg sét chi muén song. Toi da mat cha me. T6i da duwgc yéu cau
danh mot tran chién qud st?c véi toi. Tai sao toi phai ti€p tuc néu nhw moi
thit da tré nén vo vong? Va néu t6i cé thé ciru Sadie. ..

RO6i t6i tap trung nhin 1én c6 hong con rdn. Anh sdng cta vi than mit
troi bi nuét dang chim moéi lic mot sau hon vao thuwc quan Apophis. Zia da
hy sinh mang séng dé bao vé ching toi.

Dirng sg gi cd, co6 dy da noéi. Ta sé cam chdn Apophis cho tdi khi cdu
den.

Con phan nd da lam thong su6t tam tri t6i, Apophiss dang c6 lung lac
toi, giong nhw cach han da mua chuéc Vlad Menshikov, Kwai, Sarah
Jacobi, va tham chi ca Set, vi ac than. Apophis la bac thay trong viéc lam
bang hoai ly tri va trat ty, va trong viéc pha huy moi thi tét dep va dang
nguwong mo. Han that ich ky, va gio han muén t6i ciing ich ky nhw han.

To6i chgt nhd dén toa thap mau trang moc giita Bién Hon Mang. N6
da dieng d6 hang ngan nam qua, bat chap moi séng gi6. Toa thap dai dién
cho 1ong diing cAm va nén van minh, dai dién cho viéc Iya chon ding dan
thay vi chon viéc dé dang. Néu hom nay t6i that bai, toa thap roi cling sup
do. Tat ca nhitng gi con nguoi da xay dung ké tir nhitng ngon Kim Ty Thap
dau tién cta Ai Cap sé trd thanh vo nghia.

“Sadie,” t0i noi, “em c0 cai bong ¢ do phai khong?”

Con bé ditng 1én, con soc lic ndy gio bién thanh con phan nd. “Em
twdng anh chang bao gid héi t6i chi?”

N6 16i trong tdi ra mot pho twong nho bang da granite, gio' chuyén
sang mau den ctia dém tdi vdi cai bong ctia Apophis bén trong.

Con ran giat nay rit 1én. T6i nghi minh da thay dugc sy so hai trong
d6i mat han.
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“Pirng ngu ngoc thé chit,” Apophis gam gu. “Cau than chi ngé ngan
do sé chang hiéu nghiém — nhét 1a ngay bay gio, khi ta dang thang thé! Hon
nita, mi qua yéu. Mi c6 th cling sé chang song sét noi dau.”

Ciing nhv moi 10i de doa day hiéu qud, 16i nay cling phan dung.
Nguon nang lwgng phép thuat cta t6i gan nhw can kiét. Sadie cling chang
kha hon may. Ngay ca khi c6 cac than gitp sttc, ching toi c6 thé tu thiéu
chdy minh khi thyc hién 16i nguyén.

“San sang chit?” Sadie héi t6i, giong diéu kién cwong.

“Néu thtt nd,” Apophis canh bao, “ta sé kéo linh hon cac ngwoi lén tw
Hon Mang hét 1an nay dén lan khéc, dé ta c6 thé giét bon mi tir tit. Ta cling
sé lam thé v4i cha me mi. Mi sé ném mui dau dén kéo dai bat tan.”

T6i twdng nhw minh vira nudt phai mét qua cau liva cia than Ra. Tay
toi siét chat moc cau va cay néo, bat chap con nhitrc nhoi trong long ban tay.
Sttc manh cua than Horus lai trao dang trong t6i — va mot lan nita chuing t6i
hop nhat tuyét doi. Toi tré thanh Con Mat cua than Horus. T6i la Nguoi
Béo Thu.

“Nguoi lam ro6i,” t6i ndi v6i quy ran. “Nguoi khong nén de doa gia
dinh ta.”

T6i ném chiéc méc cau va cay néo. Ching dap vao mat Apophis, no
bung thanh cot Itta vut 1én nhw mét vu n6 hat nhan.

Con ran roéng lén dau dén, ngdp chim trong ltta va khéi; nhung toi
nghi diéu d6 chi cam cy han dwgc vai giay.

“Sadie,” toi no6i. “em san sang chwa?”

Sadie gat dau va dwa toi bitc twong. Chiing t6i cuing cam pho tuwong va
chuan bi thyc hién mot 16i nguyeén, c6 thé 1a cau than chd cubi cung trong
doi. Khéng can phéi nhin trong cudn gidy lam gi. Chung t6i da tap loi
nguyén nay trong nhiéu thang. Ca hai bon t6i da thu6c nam long tirng cau
chit. Van dé la khong biét cai béng nay cé lam gi khac biét khéng. Mot khi
bat dau, ching t6i khéng thé dirng lai dwgc. Va du thanh cong hay that bai,
nhiéu kha nang ching to6i sé bi thiéu rui.
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“Bes va Bast,” t6i noi, “hai ngwdoi c6 thé gitr chan Apophis ra xa bon
toi dugc khong?”

Bast mim cwdi va giwvong dao ra. “Bdo vé may tén méo con cua ta a?
Cau chang can phai hoi.” Co liéc sang Bes. “Va néu ching ta chét, téi xin
16i 6ng vi da duia gidn v6i tinh cam cia dng. Ong dang dwoc hon thé.”

Bes khit mii. “Khong sao dau. Cudi cung tbi cling da hiéu ra va tim
dwgc nguwdi phu nit cia minh. Hon nita, c6 la mot con méo. Ban chat tw
nhién cta loai méo luén cho rang minh la trung tam cuda vi try.”

Bast ngay ra nhin 6ng. “Nhung to6i dung la trung tam cua vi tru.”

Bes pha lén cudi. “Chiic may man, may dita. Pén lic mang may tro
kinh khung ra r6i.”

“CHET!” Apophis thét 1én, phéng ra tir cot ltta v6i doi mat sang quéc.

Bast va Bes — hai ngudi ban va ngudi bao vé tuyét voi nhat ma ching
toi titng c6 — lao vao doi dau Apophis.

Sadie va t6i bat dau thyc hién 16i nguyén.
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20 — TOI LEN NGOI PHARAOH

NHU DA NOI, TOI KHONG GIOI MON BUA CHU.

Thyc hién ding mot cau than cha doi héi sy tap trung cao d6 khong
bi ngat quang, phat am chinh x4c, va canh gio hoan hdo. Bang khong thi
nhiéu kha nang ban sé ty hiy hoai chinh minh cung nhitng ngudi khac
trong vong ban kinh ba mét, hodc chinh ban sé bién thanh mdt loai tha c6
tdi nao do.

Thyc hién than cht cung mét nguwoi khac — lai cang khé gap bai.

Chac chan mot diéu, Sadie va t6i da thudc 10i chi, nhung dau cé phai
la ching t6i c6 thé thuc hién 16i nguyén tredc dugc dau. Vi mot cau cha
kho nhu thé nay, ban chi cé duy nhat mot co hoi.

Khi ching t6i bat dau, t6i nhan ra Bast va Bes dang chién dau véi con
ran, con cac ban dong minh cling dang chim trong nhiéu cudc chién & nhiéu
tang khac nhau trong Cdi Am. Nhiét do rét lién tuc. Nhitng khe nitt lan rong
ra trén mat dat. Tia chép dé chéi 16a rach ngang bau trdi nhw cac vét nit
trén vom tran den ngom.

That kho ma giit cho ham rang khéng va lap cap. T6i co tap trung vao
chiéc twgng da Apophis. Khi ching t6i doc chd, birc twong bat dau boc
khoi.

T6i rang khong nghi dén lan trwdc khi nghe thdy 1oi nguyén nay.
Michel Desjardins da chét khi dang gieo cau chd, ma 6ng dy chi mé&i doi
mat v6i mot phan hon hién hinh cia con ran théi day, chit khong phai la
Apophis tran tré sttc manh sau khi chién thang nuoét tron than Ra.

Tdp trung, Horus bao toi.

Ong nay néi thi dé that. Bao tiéng dong, cai lanh cling nhitng vu né di
dung quanh ching t6i khién chuyén tap trung gan nhu la khéng thé - giong
nhw dang c6 dém ngwgc tir 100 nhung lai c6 ngwoi ¢ hét mét con s6 ngau
nhién vao 10 tai.

Apophis tap 1dy Bes, vi than nam mot chiéc rang nanh va treo lo Iitng
trong khi con ran ngéc dau 1én r6i lac manh ham, c6 hat vi than lun xuéng.
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Sadie va t0i tiép tuc niém chd. Bong con ran bat dau téa hoi khi chiéc
twong néng 1én. Anh sang vang va xanh xody vong quanh ching toi khi
than Isis va Horus dang lam moi thi¢ c6 thé dé che chan cho anh em t6i. M6
hoi va ra cay xé mat. Du khong khi gia rét la thé, t6i lai bat dau thdy néng
ham hap.

Khi chiing t6i dén phan quan trong nhat cta cau chu — phan goi tén ké
thu — thi t6i chgt bat dau cdm nhan dwgc ban chat cai bong ran. Buon cuoi
that nhi: doi khi chi dén lic pha huy mét thit gi d6 ban mdi that sy hiéu
dwgc no6. Sheut khong don gidn chi 1a mot ban sao hay hinh phan chiéu,
khong don thuan chi 1a mét cai “dia dw phong” cua linh hon.

Boéng ctia mot nguwdi la nhitng gi ho dé lai, la s anh hwdng cua nguoi
ay doi vaGi thé gidi. Mot s6 ngwoi hau nhue khéng dé lai chit gi bong cta
minh. M6t s6 khac da dé lai mot cai bong ton tai rat dai, rat sdu hang thé ky.
T6i bong nghi dén diéu hon ma Setne tirng ndi — viéc t6i va han déu 16n 1én
dwédi cai bong qua 1én cia nguwdi cha vi dai. Gio t6i nhan ra han khong chi
muon néi phép tu tr. Cha t6i da pht mot cai béng qua 16n ma dén gio hay
con anh hwéng dén chinh toi va ca thé gidi.

Néu mot ngwoi khong cé chiat bong nao, nghia 1a anh ta khong thé
song that sw. Sy tén tai cia anh ta tré nén vé nghia. Thuc hién 10i cha
nguyén rua Apophis bang céach tiéu diét bong ctia han sé cat dit hoan toan
moi lién hé cua han véi thé gidgi con ngwoi. Han sé chang bao gio c6 thé troi
day dwogc nita. Cudi cung t6i cling hiéu vi sao han da lu6n non néng muon
tiéu hiy hét cac cudn van tw ctia Setne, va vi sao han sg 16i nguyén nay.

Chung t6i doc dén dong cudi cung. Apophis da hat dugc Bes ra khoi
chiéc rang nanh, vi than lun bay véo qua mét bén ctia Kim Ty Thap 16n.

Con ran quay qua phia ching t6i khi bon t6i da doc dén nhitng chiy
cudi cung: “Ta truc xuat ngwoi dén hw vo. Nguwoi khong con la go nita.”

“KHONG” Apophis gam lén.

Birc twgng birng sang roi vut tan trong tay ching t6i. Cai béng boc
hoi bién mat, mot lan séng bong to6i long troi 16 dat hat chiing t6i nga ra.
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Moi hién than ctia con ran trén trai dat nay déu tiéu tan — chién tranh,
giét chdc, roi ren, va hon loan do Apophis gay ra tir thoi c6 dai dén nay cudi
cung cling tiéu tan cwong lwc, khong con phua bong 1én twong lai ctia chiing
t0i dugc nita. T trong tiéng nd, linh hon nguwdi chét dugce gidi thoat — hang
ngan oan hon tirng bi mac ket va day doa dwdi bong than Hon Mang. Mot
giong noi thi tham goi tén t6i trong tam tri: Carter, va roi téi nidc lén nhe
nhom. T6i khong thé thdy ba, nhung toi biét me t6i da duwgc tw do. Gio linh
hon me toi tré vé noi cta ba trong Coi Am.

“Bon nguwoi pham thién can!” Apophis quan quai va bat dau co rut.
“Cac nguoi khong chi giét ta. Nguwoi da truc xudt ca cac vi than!”

Co6i Am sup db, tiing 16p tirng 16p, dén khi dong bidng Giza tré lai
nguyén trang mot coi thyc. Nhitng nguoi ban phap su ding bang hoang
xung quanh chiing t6i. Tuy nhién cac vi than thi chang thay dau ca.

Con ran rit 1én, cac 16p vay roi xudng thanh ti'ng mang boc khéi.
“Ma’at va Hon Mang c6 moéi lién két vdi nhau, 1 ng6c a! Ngwoi khong thé
danh dudi ta ma khong danh dudi cac vi than. Con than Ra, han sé chét
trong than ta, dan dan bi tiéu hoa-”

Loi han bi cat ngang (ding theo nghia den) khi dau han né tung.
Vang, canh twgng kinh di nhu thé day. Nhitng méng thit ran chdy ruc vang
ti tung. Mot qua cau Itra lan 1én phia ¢6 con ran. Xac Apophis v& tan thanh
cat va bién thanh mét dong nhép nhap boc khéi, r6i Zia Rashid bwdc ra tw
dong do nat.

Quan 4o c6 rach buom. Cay gdy vang bi gay nhw chac xwong don,
nhung c6 con song.

Toi chay dén bén Zia. Co6 ldo ddo va nga vao long t6i, hoan toan kiét

Ve

suc.
ROi mot ngwdi nita dirtng day tir dong tro tan boc khoi cia Apophis.
Than Ra toa sang lung linh nhw anh do, ditng sitng sitng tri’dc mat
chung t6i trong hinh hai mot ong gia lyc lwdng véi mau da vang, khoac ao
choang cia vua va dau doi vieong mién pharaoh. Ong budc t6i thi anh sang
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ban ngay bong tran ngap bau trgi. Khong khi &m dan 1én. Nhitng ké nitt trén
mat dat bong tu lién lai.

Vi than mat troi mim cwoi voi toi. “Gioi lam, Carter va Sadie. Gio thi
ta phai rat lui nhw cac vi than khac, nhung ta ng c6 cdu mang nay.”

“Rut lui v?” Giong toi nghe khong giong caa toi. Giong tram hon,
khan hon — nhung ciing khong phaéi giong ctia than Horus. Hinh nhv vi than
chién tranh da bién mat khéi tAm tri t6i. “Y than 1a... mii mai sao?”

Than Ra mim cuwdi. “Khi bang tudi ta roi, cau sé biét cach phai hét
sttc can trong khi dung t* mdi mdi dady. Ta tirng nghi ta sé ra di mai mai khi
lan dau tién thodi vi. Trong mot khodng thoi gian, chi it ta da phai an lui vao
bau troi. Ké cyu thu Apophis cta ta da n6i khong sai. Khi si hon don bi day
lti, thi cac than Ma’at giir trat tw cho thé gidi nay cling khong thé ¢ lai. Day
chinh la sy can bang cua vii tru.”

“Vay thi... ong nén gitt lai tht nay.” Mot lan nita t6i duwa ra méc cau

N 7

va néo.

Than Ra lac dau. “Hay thay ta git* ching. Cau la lya chon ding dan
dé tr¢ thanh pharaoh. Va hdy chidm séc cho nguoi ta yéu quy...” Ong hat
dau veé phia Zia. “Co bé sé héi phuc, nhung sé phai can gitp da.”

Anh sang chéi 16a quanh vi than mit troi. Khi 4nh sang diu di, than
cling bién mat. Hang chuc phap su day vé mét méi dang dirng xung quanh
mot vét den 16n boc khoi hinh con ran han trén sa mac khi mat troi moc 1én
trén nhitng Kim Ty Thap binh nguyén Giza.

Sadie dat tay 1én canh tay toi. “Nay anh trai yéu dau?”

“Gi day?”

“H6i nay chut xiu thdi la tiéu r6i.”

Chi 1an nay, t6i khong cai lai c6 em gai.

Ca ngay con lai nhap nhoe trong tam tri. Toi chi nh@ minh da dva Zia
vao bénh xa Vung Mot. Canh tay gdy cuda t6i chi can vai phut la xong,
nhung t6i ¢ lai bén Zia dén khi Jaz bao t6i phai di. Jaz cung nhitng thay
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lang khac phdi diéu tri cho hang chuc phap suw bi thwong — bao gom cau
nhoc nguoi Nga Leonid dugc chan doan sé hoi phuc nhanh — mdc du Jaz
nghi toi ngbi day la rat tan tdm day, nhung lai ngang chan ngang tay moi
nguoi.

To6i lang thang trong hang 16n va rat ngac nhién khi thay nhiéu nguoi
dang & d6. Nhiéu canh cong dich chuyén trén khap thé gigi da bat dau hoat
dong trd lai. Phap su tir khap noi do vé gitp don dep va tuyén thé ung hd
Dai Phap Sw. Moi ngudi déu mudn gép mat trong bita tiéc an mirng khi moi
viéc kho khan da duwogc hoan thanh.

T6i c6 khong cdm thdy chua chat vi chuyén nay. T6i biét nhiéu khu
vure khac cling da vung 1én chién ddu trong cudc chién & chinh khu vie cua
ho. Apophis da né Iyc hét minh dé chia cat va thu phuc ching t6i. Dau la
vay, mom miéng t6i van dang ngat. Nhiéu ngudi kinh ngac nhin méc cau va
cdy néo cua than Ra, van dang treo & that lung t6i. Vai ngudi reo ho chic
mirng va goi t6i la anh hung. T6i van tiép tuc rdo budc.

Khi buéc qua mot chiéc xe ban dao gay, toi chot nghe ai dé suyt goi,
“Psssst”

T6i liéc nhin qua con hém gan nhat. Hon ma Setne dang ditng twa vao
luvng twong. Toi giat minh, c twdng dang bi do gidc. Khong thé nao han lai
xudt hién & day, van mac chiéc ao vest kinh khiing véi quan jean, deo ca mé
trang strc va mai toéc chai phong kiéu Elvis hoan hdo, Sach cta than Thoth
cap dudi nach.

“Lam rat tot ddy anh ban,” han néi. “Du khong han theo cach toi sé
xU tri, nhung du sao cting khong té chut nao.”

Cudi cung to6i cling tinh nguwdi ra. “Tas!”

Nhung Setne chi nhe ring cudi. “O, chiing ta choi xong tro d6 roi.
Nhung ding lo. Toi sé gap lai cau ma.”

T6i khong biét minh dd chon chan & do6 trong bao lau cho dén khi
Sadie tim thdy toi.

“Khong sao chit?” Sadie hoi.
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T6i ké lai chuyén lic ndy. Sadie cau may, nhung tréng khong ngac
nhién lam. “Em nghi sém mudn gi chiing ta ciing sé phdi x& 1y tén thoi tha
d6, nhung gid thi tot nhat anh di v6i em. Chi Amos vira goi tat cd moi
nguoi tap trung tai Sanh Thoi Pai.” Con bé ludn tay qua t6i. “Va c6 mim
cwdi nhé, anh trai yéu quy. Em biét rat la rat kho. Nhung gio anh da la hinh
twgng cua moi ngwoi réi day, em cling thay khiép dam that.”

Toi da c6 gang hét mirc, du khé long xua di hinh anh Setne ra khoi
tam tri.

Chung t6i di ngang qua rat nhiéu ban bé dang giip xay dung lai tw
dong do nat. Alyssa va mot doi phap suw chuyén vé nguyén té dat dang gia
c6 vach va tran, giir cho cai hang khéng do sup xudng chiing t6i.

Julian dang ngoi trén bac thang Nha béi cau thuy tinh, tan chuyén véi
vai c6 gai dén tir khu Scandinavi. “U, cdc cau biét day,” anh chang huyén
thuyén, “khi Apophis nhin thay t& tién dén trong hién than chién dau to
twéng ay ma, han biét la minh sap toi doi.”

Sadie dao mat chan chudng roi kéo toi di.

Nhoc Shelby va may tén cap mat ca chay dén cho chung t6i, thd hon
hén nhuwng miéng toe toét cwdi. Ching da tu tién sit dung mdt s6 bua chu tw
mot trong nhitng quay hang khong ngwoi, thé 1a cd dam trong nhu vira trd
veé tir 1€ hoi hoa trang Mardi Gras Ai Cap.

“Em da giét con ran! M6t con ran to!” Shelby néi vdi ching toi.

“That ha? to6i hoi lai. “Mot minh em sao?”

“Vang!” Shelby noi giong chac chan. “Giét, giét, giét!” Vira la c6 bé
vilra giam chan, vai tia Itra tir trong giay bay tée ra. Roi c6 bé chay dudi theo
dam ban.

“Con bé nay c6 twong lai ddy,” Sadie nhin theo. “Lam cho em nh¢g vé
chinh minh ho6i con nhé.”

Toi rung minh. That la mot y nghi ghé rgn.

Tiéng cong bong vang doi khap duong ham, kéu goi moi ngudi trg vé
Sanh Thoi Pai. Khi ching t6i dén noi, dai sanh chat kin nguwoi — cé nguoi
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madc do choang, ngwoi mac do hién dai, s6 khac van mac pyjama nhu thé
chwa kip ra khéi giwong da voi dén thang ddy. Phia bén kia tdm tham,
nhitng tdm man anh sang van dang tdéa chiéu lung linh giita cac hang cot
nhw moi lan.

Felix chay lai cho ching t6i, cudi toe toét, vGi mot bay chim canh cut
phia sau. (Bay? Pan? Hay dam? Oi, gi cfing duoc.)

“Xem nay!” cau nhoc reo 1én hirng khai. “Em hoc dugc cai nay trong
tran danh day.”

Cau 1am bam mot tr 1énh. Ban dau toi twong 1a shish kebab?, nhung
sau do cau bé bao toi chinh xac la: “Se-kebeb” — Lam lanh.

MGt vai chit twgng hinh xuat hién trén san nha trong mau trang bang
gia.

Mot lan hoi lanh gia téa ra cho dén khi hon sau mét chiéu rong nén
nha nhanh chéng pht day mot 16p bang day. May con chim canh cut lach
bach trén tdng bang, dap dap canh. Mdt phap sw xui xéo bat giac lui lai va
trgt té, gay bay veo.

Felix gio nam tay. “Yay! Em da tim ra con dwuong ctia minh. Em sé
theo phuc tung than bang gia.”

Toi gdi dau. “Co than bang gia sao? Ai Cap la sa mac ma. Ai sé la
than bang day?”

“Em khong biét!” Felix cuwdi rang rd. Cau nhoc trugt xudi theo tang
bang va chay mat vGi dam chim canh cut.

Chung t6i di xuéng dai sanh. Cac phap su dang tro chuyén v6i nhau,
hoi han lam quen, mirng rd gap lai ban be cii. Chit twgng hinh tréi lo Ittng
trong khong trung, sang hon va day hon téi tirng dwgc thay, giong nhw mot
hon hop stp chit day sdc cau vong.

Cudi cung dam dong ciling trong thdy t6i va Sadie. Ngay lap titc moi
nguwoi im bat. Moi anh nhin déu do doén vé ching t6i. Dam doéng ré ra, mé
dwong thang t6i chiéc ngai vang.
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DPa phan phap s déu mim cuwdi khi ching téi budc qua. Vai ngudi néi
khé cam on va chic mirng. Ngay ca nhitng phap su phe ndi loan trudc day
cting that long han hoan khi thdy ching t6i. Nhung t6i cling cé bat gap mot
vai anh nhin day gian dit. Du ching t6i c6 danh bai Apophis di chang nita
thi cling con mot s6 phap su sé luén nghi ngd kha nang cta ching t6i. Mot
sO sé van khong thoi cam ghét chiing t6i. Gia dinh Kane van can phai can
trong dé phong.

Sadie non nao nhin khap dam dong. T6i biét n6 dang tim Walt. T6i da
qua chi tdm vao Zia ma khong nghi dén viéc Sadie dang lo lang dén duwong
nao. Walt da bién mat ngay sau tran chién, cung cac vi than khac. C6 vé
nhw Walt khong c6 mat ¢ day.

“Anh chac la cau ta 6n,” t6i bao con bé.

“Suyt.” Sadie mim cwoi, nhung anh mat nhw ham doa: Néu lam em
xdu ho truéc mdt moi nguoi, em sé siét co anh.

Cha Amos dgi ching t6i noi bac tam cap dan 1én ngai vang. Chu da
thay mot bo do dé sam hgp bat ngd véi chiéc do choang da bao. Téc chu tét
bim diém thém ngoc héng lwu, con cadp mat kinh nhuém mot sac do. Mau
cta than Hon Mang a? T6i c¢6 cam giac chi Amos dang pho dién moi lién
két ctia chud véi than Set — diéu ma gio day tat ca phap sw déu da nghe noi
dén.

Lan dau tién trong lich st cia ching t6i lai c6 4c than, than cda sic
manh, cia Hon mang Chaos ngay trén phim quay s6 nhanh. Diéu nay c6 thé
khién ngwoi ta bét tin twdng 6ng, nhwng gidgi phap s cling giong nhu cac vi
than — ho ton trong sirc manh. T6i khong nghi chii Amos sé gap nhiéu kho
khan trong viéc cung c6 quyén lyc ctia minh nita dau.

Chtd mim cuwdi khi ching t6i buwdc dén. “Carter va Sadie, thay mat
toan thé Ngoi Nha Sw Soéng, ta cdm on cac con. Cac con da lap lai trat tw
Ma’at! Apophis da bi danh bat, va than Ra mdt lan nita lai bay 1én thién
dwong, nhung lan nay la trong chién thang. Cac con lam t6t lam!”

Ca dai sanh v& o0a tiéng hoan ho va vo tay. Hang chuc phap su gio
quyeén trrong 1én ban ra vo so tia Itta nhw ban phéo hoa thu nho.
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Chti Amos 6m cham chiing t6i. Poan chd budc qua mét bén khoéat tay
ra hiéu cho t6i bwdc 1én ngai. T6i cit mong than Horus sé cho t6i vai 10i
khich 1€, nhung lai khong hé cam nhan dwgc sy hién dién cua 6ng ay.

To6i c6 gitt déu nhip thd. Chiéc ngai dy da vang chu ca ngan nam nay
roi. Ai ddm ddm bdo n6 chiu ndi sitc ndng cua téi chi¥? Néu chiéc ngai vang
pharaoh 4y ma sup d6 ngay duwéi cai mong hoang gia cta toi, han day sé la
mot diém rat lanh day.

Sadie day t6i. “Nao, 1én di. Birng cé ngoc chir.”

Toi budc 1én buc, dwong hoang ngbi xuoéng ngai vang. Chiéc ngai cii
k¥ kéu cot ket, nhirng van chiu noi.

ROi toi nhin khap mot lwgt ddm déng phéap su bén dudi.

Than Horus khong cé mat & day gitp cho t6i. Nhung dau vay thi cling
khong sao. T6i liéc nhin tdim man anh sang dang toa chiéu lung linh — Thaoi
hién dai, mot sac tim l6ng lanh — t6i c6 cdm gidc day sé la thoi dai cua
nhitng diéu tot dep, rot cudce la vay.

Ting thd thit trong nguwoi téi gian ra. T6i cam thdy minh nhw dang
buéc ra khoi céi bong cta vi than chién tranh, cling nhw buéc ra khéi cai
béng ctia cha minh. T6i biét minh phai néi nhitng gi.

“T6i ti€p nhan ngoi vi nay.” T6i gio cao moc cau va cdy néo. “Than
Ra da trao cho tdi quyeén lanh dao céac vi than cling nhw gidi phéap su trong
giai doan khing hoang, va t6i sé lam hét sitc minh. Apophis da bi danh
dudi, nhung Bién Hon Mang van ludn con d6. T6i da chinh méat nhin thay
né. Cac thé Iyc cua no sé luén tim cach pha hoai Ma’at. Ching ta khong thé
khinh suat cho rang moi ké thu da bi quét sach.”

Pbam dong nhon nhao day lo lang.

“Nhung lic nay day,” t6i néi thém, “ching ta dang duwgc song trong
yén binh. Chung ta c6 thé xay dung lai va mé rong Ngoi Nha Sy Song. Néu
chién tranh trd lai, toi sé c6 mat tai day v6i tw cach la Con Mat cia than
Horus va nhv mot pharaoh. Nhuwng ¢ vi tri la mot Carter Kane...”
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Toi ditng day va dat moc cau cung cay néo lén chiéc ngai, roi budc
xuong buc. “O'vi tri 1a mot Carter Kane, toi chi 1a mot dia tré con phai hoc
héi nhiéu thit. T6i phai tréng nom mot khu vyc riéng cia minh ¢ Nha
Brooklyn. Va t6i con phai t6t nghiép trung hoc nita. Cho nén t6i muén giao
cong viéc diéu hanh hang ngay lai noi ching thudc vé - cho Pai Phéap S,
nguoi phuc vu cho pharaoh, 6ng Amos Kane.”

Cha Amos cii dau trude t6i, doi véi téi diéu nay kha la lam. Bam
dong reo ho mirng rd. T6i khong biét ho tan thanh y kién cta t6i, hay ho
cam thdy nhe nhdm vi khong phai hang ngay nhan 1énh tr mot dia tré ngoi
trén ngai vang. Du la gi, t6i cling thay thoai mai.

Cha Amos lai 6m cham t6i va Sadie.

“Cha rat ty hao vi cac con,” 6ng no6i. “Ching ta sé néi chuyén sau,
con gid thi, lai ddy...” Ong ra hiéu vé phia bén kia chiéc buc, & d6 c6 mot
canh cong t6i dang ma@ ra gitta khong trung. “Cha me cac con muon gap cac

»

con.

Sadie bon chon nhin tdi. “O 6.”

T6i gat dau. La lung sao khi t6i vira méi ngang cao dau lam mot vi
vua cta vii try, gio lai hoi hop nhw mét diva tré sap bi phat. Du la rat mong
dwgc gap lai cha me day, nhwng t6i lai khong gitt dwge mot 16i hita quan
trong v&i cha... t6i da dé song mot tén tdoi pham nguy hiém.

Sanh phan xét da hoa thanh Trung tam tiéc tung. Ammit Ké Xé Xac
chay vong quanh chiéc can cong ly, stia ang ang day phan khich véi chiéc
nén sinh nhat doi trén cai dau ca sau. My tén quy vdi cai dau may chém
ngoi ué odi trén canh tay kich cia ching, cam ly dung tht nwéc giong nhw
champagne. T6i chang biét chiing sé uéng nhu thé nao véi cai dau may
chém do, nhung cling chang muon biét lam gi. Ngay ca vi than phan xét da
xanh Nong Ndy duwong nhv cling dang phan chan. B toc gia kiéu nit hoang
Cleopatra nam léch mot bén trén dau 6ng. Cudn giay to dung trong tay 6ng
da x6 ra khap sanh, nhung 6ng dang ban cwdi néi véi cac vi than phan xét
khac vtra dugc giai thoat khoi Ngoi nha An dwdng. Bat Liva va Chan Nong
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ludn tay ném than xi vao cudn gidy c6i ctia 6ng ta, nhung Nong Nay duwong
nhw chang quan tam hay dé y gi.

O phia cudi sanh, cha t6i dang ngbi trén ngai, tay nim ldy tay nguoi
me hon ma cda ching t6i. Phia trai buc, may linh hon & Bia Nguc dang choi
mot ban nhac jazz. T6i chac chan minh da nhan ra Miles Davis, John
Coltrane cing mot s6 ngudi wa thich khac cta cha trong ban nhac. Lam vi
than cai quan Pia Nguc cling c6 dac quyén nhi.

Cha vay tay ra hiéu ching t6i dén gan. Trong ong khoéng c6 vé gi
dang dién tiét ca, day that la mét dau hiéu tot. Chung toi di qua dam dong
nhitng tén quy va than phan xét dang vui mirng. Con Ammit stia ming r&
khi thay Sadie va gtr gir khodi chi khi Sadie gai dugi cam no.

Sadie va t6i cung 6m cha. T6i khong thé 6m me duwoc, tat nhién roéi, vi
ba la hon ma ma, nhung chi can nhin thdy me an toan la t6i vui r6i. Ngoai
trir quang sang lan téa quanh nguwoi, trong me chang khac gi héi con song —
madc quan jean, do thun in chi¥ ankh, mai téc vang duwgc c6t gon phia sau
trong chiéc khan sdac s¢. Néu khong nhin thang vao me, chac t6i sé lam me
vOi Sadie.

“Me, me dang & day, “ toi n6i “Lam sao ma-"

“Téat ca déu nhd vao hai con.” Anh mit me 14p lanh. “Me da c6 cam
cw hét kha nang, nhung cai bong qua manh. Me bi hit vao cung vdéi rat
nhiéu linh hén khac. Néu con khong tiéu diét cai bong do, nhu con da lam
va cltu ching ta, chac gio nay me da... nhung toi, gio khong sao ca r6i. Con
da lam dwgc diéu khong thé. Cha me rat ty hao vé cac con.”

“Pung day,” cha tiép 101, va siét 1dy vai t6i. “Moi thit ching ta da lam,
moi thit ching ta hy vong — con déu dat dwgc. Tham chi con con lam vuot
mong dgi cao nhat cta cha.”

T6i ngdp ngirng. L& nao cha khong biét gi vé chuyén Setne?

“Cha a” t6i am w, “tm... that ra khong phai ching con thanh cong
trong moi thir. Con da dé song tén tu cua cha. Dén gio con van khong hiéu
han thoat bang cach nao. Han van bij tréi va-”
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Cha dua tay ra hiéu t6i khong can néi nita. “Cha da biét ro6i. Co6 thé
ching ta chang bao gio biét dwgc bang cach nao Setne lai thoat duoc,
nhung cac con khong thé ty trach minh.”

“Khong thé sao?” Sadie ngac nhién.

“Setne da thoat khéi sy truy bat hang bao nam nay,” Cha néi tiép.
“Han muwu meo hon moi than linh, moi phap sw, con ngudi, va ca quy. Khi
cha dé con dwa han di, cha da biét han sé tim cach tron thoat. Cha chi hy
vong con sé khong ché han 1au dén chirng nao han c6 thé gitip dugce con. Va
con da lam duoc.”

“Han da dan chiing con dén cho béng ran,” téi thira nhan. “Nhung
han lai 1ay trom cu6n sach cta than Thoth.”

Sadie can m6i. “Cudn sach dé that nguy hiém. Cé thé Setne khong
thé ti minh gieo dwgc tat ca cac than chd, vi han la hon ma, nhuwng han van
c6 thé gdy ra da tro tinh quai.”

“Chung ta sé truy lung han lan nita,” Cha hita. “Con bay gio, di an
mung chién thang nao.”

Me ching t6i dua tay ra swgt nhe ban tay linh hon qua téc Sadie.
“Con di v6i me mot chat dwge khong? Me cé vai chuyén muon néi véi

»

con.

Toi khong biét dé la chuyén gi, nhung Sadie da theo me di vé phia
ban nhac jazz. Truwéc dé t6i khong dé y, nhwng gid t6i nhan ra c6 hai nhac
cong trong rat quen, va hinh nhw ho hoi lac qué. M6t nguwdi dan 6ng to 16n
toc do trong b canh cao b6i ngoi chd cay ghi-ta sat, vira nhe rang cudi vira
nhip chan khi 6ng choi solo vGi Miles Davis. K& bén 6ng ta la mot phu ni
toc vang dang kéo vi cam, thi thodng cti xudng hon l1én tran ngwoi dan ong
toc do. JD Grissom va vg 6ng ta, Anna, dén ti* Bao tang Dallas, cudi cung
cling tim thay dwgc mot budi tiéc khong phai cham dit. T6i chwa tirng nghe
tiéng ghi-ta sat va tiéng vi cam choi cung mot ban nhac jazz, nhung bang
cach nao d6 ma ho van phoi hgp dugc. T6i chgt nghi chi Amos da noéi
dung: am nhac va phép thuat déu can mot chat hon don va trat tu.
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Trong ltic me va Sadie tro chuyén, mat Sadie mé to. Vé mat con bé 1o
vé nghiém trong. R6i n6 cuwdi bén 1én va do mat, trong chang giong Sadie
binh thwong chut nao.

“Carter,” cha t0i goi “6 Sanh Thoi Pai con da lam tot 1am. Con sé la
mot lanh dao gioi. Mot vi vua sang su6t.”

T6i khong biét bang cach nao cha lai biét vé bai phét biéu cta toi ltc
ndy, nhung mét cuc nghen dang 1én trong hong to6i. Cha t6i chang bao gio
khen cho c6. Gid duge ¢ bén 6ng, t6i nhd lai cudc song triedc day dé dang
hon biét may, dugc di chu du tin khap noi véi 6ng. Cha luon biét can phai
lam gi. T6i ludn c6 thé tin twdng vao su hién dién binh than cta cha. Cho
dén dém tredc giang sinh ¢ Luan Don khi 6ng bién mat, t6i mdi nhan ra
minh da dua dam vao cha nhiéu dén chirng nao.

“Cha biét da khé khan 1am,” cha néi tiép, “nhung chinh con sé dan
dat gia dinh Kane di tiép vao twong lai. Con da that su thoat ra khoi cai
bong ctia cha r6i.”

“Khong han dau cha,” t6i ndi. “Con lai khong muon thé. Xét vé cac
ong bo ay a, thi cha kha 1a, rm, téa bong kha ram ddy a.”

Cha cudi 16n. “Cha sé & day khi con can dén cha. Khong phéi nghi
ngo diéu d6. Nhung, than Ra da néi, cac vi than gio sé khé khan hon khi
muon lién lac véGi thé gidi nguwdi thuong, vi gid Apophis da bi tiéu diét. Khi
Hon Mang rit di, ca Ma’at ciing phai rat di. Du sao di nita thi cha khong
nghi con sé can gitip d& nhiéu nita ddu. Con da thanh cdng bang chinh stc
lwc cia minh. Gio day con chinh la ngwoi sé phéi phu céi bong rat dai. Ngoi
Nha Sy Song sé ludn nhé dén con cho dén hang bao nam sau nita.”

Ong 6m 14y t6i, va tdi quén bang 6ng 1a vi than cta ngudi chét. Ong
dwong nhu chi don gian la cha ctia toi - am ap, s6ng dong va manh mé.

Sadie tr@ lai, trong c6 vé hoi xtuc dong.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Toi hoi.

N6 cwoi khac khich chang vi ly do cu thé nao, roi tré lai vé nghiém
nghi. “Khong co6 gi.”
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Me luwét dén canh né. “Di thoi nao cac con. Nha Brooklyn dang dogi.”

Thém mot canh cong t6i khac xuat hién gan ngai vang. Sadie va t6i
buéc qua. Lan nay thi tdi chang lo nghi chuyén gi dang chd dgi ching toi
bén kia cong. T6i biét ching t6i dang vé nha.

Cudc song trd lai binh thudong véi toéc dé dang kinh ngac.

T6i sé dé Sadie ké cho cac ban nghe sau vé nhitng viéc xdy ra ¢ nha
Brooklyn cung cau chuyén lam ly ctia n6. Con gio t6i mudn tua nhanh dé ké
vé chuyén thu vi ¢ day.

[Oai! Anh twdng bon minh da dong y roi chit: Khéng dwoc nhéo.]

Hai tuan sau tran chién vé&i Apophis, Zia va toi cung ng6i bén nhau
trong khu an uoéng Trung tdm thwong mai My & Bloomington, bang
Minnesota.

Tai sao lai ¢ d6? Toi c6 nghe noi Trung tam thwong mai My la trung
tam 1én nhat ca nwéc, va téi nghi ching t6i nén bat dau cho that hoanh trang
vao. Chuyén di ciing thyc hién dé dang qua Cdi Am. Diéu su Freak ngoi
thich thu trén mai nha an thit ga tay dong lanh, trong khi toi va Zia di kham
pha khu thuvong mai.

[Dung ddy Sadie. Trong lan hen ho that thu dau tién, anh da dwa Zia
di choi thuyén do mdt con diéu su than kinh kéo di day. Vay thi sao nao?
Ct lam nhw mdy cudc hen ho ctia em lai khong ky quai nhi?]

Ma thoi, khi buedc vao khu an uéng, Zia bong ha hoc mém. “Thanh
than Ai Cap 6i...”

Céac lya chon hang quan kha la tran ngdp. Vi khong thé quyét dinh
nén ching t6i danh 1dy moi thit mét it: d6 an nguwoi Hoa, d6 an Mexico
(mo6n Macho Nachos), pizza, va kem — bon nhém mon an co ban. Ching t6i
chon mot chiéc ban nhin ra cong vién gidi tri ¢ ngay giita trung tam.

C6 nhiéu dia tré khac cling dang chuyén van trong khu an udng.
Nhiéu dita nhin chdm chdm vao ching tdi. A... khong phai nhin vao téi.
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Chu yéu ching nhin Zia, va r6 rang dang ty héi mot c6 gai nhuw Zia dang
lam gi v6i mot ga nhu toi.

Zia lanh thvong mau chéng sau tran chién. C6 mac mot chiéc dam
khong tay don gian bang vai lanh mau beige, mang giay sandal den — khong
trang diém, khong deo trang sttc gi ngoai sgi day chuyén mat bo hung vang.
Trong co dep rang ngoi va truong thanh hon so vdi cac co gai khac trong
khu nay.
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Mai téc den cta c6 duwge cot cao ra phia sau, trir mot lon nho xoan Gp
sau tai phdi. Zia ludon c6é d6i mat sang mau ho phach, lan da mau ca phé sira
néng, nhung tir khi c6 hgp nhét véi than Ra, trong c6 dwong nhu lai cang
téa sang hon. T6i c6 thé cAm nhan hoi am cda Zia tr phia bén kia ban.

CO mim cwdi v6i téi qua chén mi xao. “Vay ra, tat ca day la viéc caa
mot thiéu nien My dién hinh binh thwong lam a?”

“A... dai loai vay,” toi am U. “Mic du t§ nghi ca cau va t& ching ai
dugc xem la dién hinh ca dau.”

“Hy vong vay.”

T6i ludn trong tinh trang khong thé suy nghi mdt cach théng suot khi
nhin Zia. Néu gio' Zia bao t6i nhdy qua lan can, chac t6i cling sé nhdy ngay
qua.

Zia dung nia xoan sgi mi. “Carter nay, ching ta da khong néi chuyén
nhiéu vé viéc... a, cau biét day, viéc td tré thanh Con Mat ctia than Ra ay
ma. TG c6 thé doan duwgc chuyén nay la lung véi cau thé nao.”

Thay khong? Pung kiéu tro chuyén dién hinh cta thanh thiéu nién
trong trung tam thwong mai.

“Nay, td hiéu ddy,” t6i néi. “Khong la dau.”

Zia nhudn may.

“O, thi la.” toi tht nhan. “Nhung than Ra can cau gitip. Cau rét tuyét.
Vay cau da, tvm, noi chuyén v6i ong ta tw lac...?”

Zia lic dau. “Ong 4y da rit khoi thé gidi nhu da noéi. T6 khong nghi
minh sé lai thanh Con Mat ctia than Ra nita — trir khi minh lai d6i dau véi
mot ngay tan thé khac.”

“Nghia 13, y cau la dugce vai tuan thoi chit gi, v6i kiéu may man cda
ching ta ay.”

Zia cwoi. Toi rat thich giong cwdi cua c6 ay. Toi thich ca lon t6c be bé
phia sau tai c6 ay nita.

(Sadie bdo t0i 16 lang qua. C¢ nhu n6 khac lam ay.)
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“T6 c6 cudc hop vdi chi Amos,” Zia néi. “Gi¢ 6ng ay dang cé nhiéu
nguoi gitip d& & Ving Mot roi. Ong nghi sé t6t cho t& néu t&¢ danh thoi gian
di khoi noi dy, c6 ma c6 mot cudc song... dién hinh hon.”

Tim t6i nhw bi vap roi ngd nhao vao be suon. “Y cau la... kidu nhu...
roi khéi Ai Cap ay a?”

Zia gat dau. “Em géi cau goi y t& c6 thé dén song & Nha Brooklyn,
hoc truong My. Co bé noéi... né néi sao ay nhi? Nguoi My la mot dam ky
qudc, nhung ho sé thadm sdu vao c6.”

Zia nhin quanh ban va nam lay tay t6i. Toi c6 cdm giac khoang hai
muoi tén ganh ty ngbi cac ban chung quanh trong khu an uéng nay dang
trirng mat nhin t6i.

“Cau c6 phién khong néu t¢ song & Nha Brooklyn? Té& c6 thé giip
day hoc vién méi. Nhung néu cdu thdy khong thoai mai thi-”

“Khong!” Tai la l1én hoi qua tiéng. “Y t6 13, khong, t& khong phién gi
ca. U, t6 thich thé 1dm. Nhiéu 1dm. A, mot chidt. Néi chung 1a duoc.”

Zia mim cwdi. Nhiét d6 trong khu an uéng duwong nhw nong thém
muoi do. “Vay cé nghia la dong y phai khong?”

“Pong y. Y t6 13, trir khi cdu thay khong thoai mai. Té khong muén
khién cho moi viéc khé xtt hay 1a-”

“Carter nay?” Zia noi that nhe nhang. “Im ngay.”

Co ruén nguoi qua hon toi.

T6i ngoan ngoan tuan theo 1énh Zia, khong can dén phép thuat. Toi
im ngay.
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21 - THAN THANH PUQC GIAI QUYET HET ROI; CON CAM
XUC CUA TOI THI KHONG

A, BA TU UA THICH CUA TOI: Carter, im ngay.

Zia that sy tién bo vuegt bac ké tir 1an dau chung t6i gap mat. T6i nghi
c6 hy vong cho c6 ay day, tham chi 1a khi c6 nay thich anh t6i.

Du sao di nita, Carter da khon ngoan khi chira phan cudi cau chuyén
cho toi ké.

Sau tran chién véi Apophis, t6i cdm thay kinh khiing trong moi mat.
Vé thé chat, t6i strc cung luc kiét. Vé phap thuat, t6i da phai dung dén tirng
chut nang lwe cudi cung. To6i sg ¢6 kha nang sé tw hily hoai minh vinh vién,
bédi toi ludn c6 mot cam giac néng rat am i phia sau xwong e, c6 thé do
nguon nang lyc phap thuat da can kiét, hodc do t6i bi chitng ¢ nong toi té.

Con vé cam xuc thi cling chang kha hon mdy. T6i da chitng kién
Carter Om chat 1ay Zia khi c6 tr6i 1én tiv cai dong nhép nhap boc khéi caa
con ran, ciing tot thoi, nhwng diéu nay chi ggi cho t6i nhd dén noi dau cta
minh.

~

Walt dau? (T6i quyét dinh sé goi anh nhw thé, néu khéng chac t6i phat
dién mat néu muodn xac dinh nhan than cta anh.) Ngay sau tran chién anh
hdy con ditng gan bén. Vay ma gio anh lai dau mat.

Hay la anh 4y di cung cac vi than? T6i da rat lo lang cho Bes va Bast
roi. Bién mat ma khong 10i tw biét khong giong kiéu hai than dy lam. Vé&i
lai t6i cling chang hao hitng véi nhitng gi than Ra ndi vé viéc cac vi than sé
roi trai dat trong mot khoang thoi gian.

Nguoi khéng thé danh dubi ta ma khéng ddanh dudi cdc vi than,
Apophis da canh bao.

Con ran quy st do 1é ra phdi dé cap dén chuyén nay truéc khi ching
toi thuc hién 16i nguyén vGi han chit. T6i mGi vira bang long véGi cai y
twong mot Walt/Anubis théi ma — hay chi it la gan gan bdng long - nhung
gio Walt lai bién mat. Néu anh ay lai bi cho la ngoai pham vi gigi han lan
nita, thi toi sé bo vao quan tai va khong bao gio trg ra cho xong.
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Trong lic Carter & canh Zia trong bénh x4, toi tho than ngoai hanh
lang Vung Mot, nhung van chang thay tam tich gi cia Walt. T6i c6 dung
buia shen ctia minh lién lac véi anh ay. Khong ai trd 16i. Tham chi t6i c6 lién
lac dé xin 10i khuyén tw Isis, nhung nit than da ra di yén ang. T6i chang
thich diéu nay chut nao.

Bai thé, thu that t6i chang chu y gi trong Sanh Thaoi Dai su6t bai dién
van tuyén thé be bé cia Carter: Cdm on tdt ca moi nguoi da tin tuwéng va
ton toi lam pharaoh... van van va van van...

Tai thdy vui khi dugc ghé thim Dja Nguc va doan tu v4i cha me. It ra
ho khong bi ngoai pham vi gigi han gi. Nhung t6i lai that vong khi khong
tim thdy Walt dudi nay. Ngay cd néu nhw anh ay bi cdm di vao thé gidi
nguwoi pham, vay it ra anh phdi ¢ Sanh phan xét lam nhiém vu ctua than
Anubis chi?

Dbay la lic me to6i kéo t6i sang mot bén. (Tat nhién la khéng phai kéo
theo nghia den. La mot hon ma, me khong thé kéo t6i di dau dwoc cad.) Hai
me con ditng bén trai bé ngai vang noi dan nhac hon ma dang choi nhac rat
song dong. JD Grissom va vg 6ng ta, Anne, mim cuwoi véi toi. Trong ho that
hanh phtc, va t6i thdy mirng cho ho, nhung van khong khéi cam giac toi 16i
khi nhin ho.

Me toi giat giat sgi day chuyén trén c6 - mot ban sao bua ho ménh
tyet cta toi. “Sadie... hai me con minh chwa tng n6i chuyén nhiéu véi
nhau.”

Thé 1a hoi néi gidam di day, chiv that sy me da mat khi t6i mdi sau
tudi. Nhung t6i hiéu y me. Ngay ca lan sau doan tu vao mua xuan nam
ngodi, me va toi cling khong han huyén gi lam. Xuéng tham me duéi Coi
Am d3 1a mot chuyén khé khian, ma hon ma thi 1am gi c¢6 e-mail, hay Skype,
hay dién thoai di dong dau. Ma gia st ho c6 két noi Internet dang hoang di
chang nita, “két ban” véi mot ngwdi me qua co trén Facebook that tinh nghe
rat ky quai.

T6i chang néi gi. Chi lang 1€ gat dau.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Con da trd nén manh mé, Sadie a,” me néi. “Con da phai rat diing
cam trong tirng dy thoi gian, nén sé rat khd néu muodn tir bé sw c6 tha trong
con. Con sg phai mat thém nhitng ngwdi con quan tam.”

To6i thay dau 6c quay cuong, nhw thé ca toi cling dang bién thanh mot
hon ma. Hay la t6i da tr& nén trong suot, giong nhw me vay? To6i mubn cai
lai, mudn phéan doi, mudn dua gion. T6i khong mudn nghe nhitng 16i binh
pham ctia me, nhat 1a khi chinh xac dén thé.

Nhuwng mat khac, trong long t6i dang roi 1én vi Walt, thdy lo lang
khong biét chuyén gi da xdy ra vdi anh, t6i chi mudn guc xuéng vai me
kho6c 0a. Téi muon me 6m t6i ma bdo rang moi chuyén sé khong sao. That
khong may, ngudi song khong thé khoc trén vai nguoi chét.

“Me biét.” giong me budn rudi rugi, nhuw thé da doc hét suy nghi cta
toi. “Me da khong & bén khi con con nhé. Con cha con... cha phéi dé con
séng v6i ong ba. Ong ba da cd ging cho con mdt cude séng binh thuong,
nhung con con hon binh thuwdng rdt nhiéu, ding khéng? Va gio, nhin con
xem, da trd thanh mét thiéu nit roi...” Me thé dai. “Me da bo 16 qua nhiéu
giai doan trong cudc doi con, nén me khong biét con c6 can 10i khuyén cta
me ldc nay hay khong nita. Nhung con hdy luon ghi nhé mét diéu: ci tin
vao cam xuc ctia minh. Me khong thé hita 1a con sé khong c6 thém lan dau
kho nao nita, nhwng me cé thé hita v6i con rang lam thé rat xitng dang.”

T6i nhin ky gwong mat me, chang thay doéi gi ké tir ngay ba mat: van
mai téc vang x0a loa xo0a, van d6i mat xanh, van déi may cong hoi tinh
nghich. Pa nhiéu lan t6i nghe nguwdi ta no6i rang t6i giong me. Gio thi c6 thé
nhin thay ro ho no6i ding. T6i cang 16n 1én, gwong mdt me con toi that cang
giong nhau dén la. Chi can thém vai dwong nhuém highlight tim 1én toc, thé
la trong me sé y chang mot Sadie thit hai ngay.

“Me dang ndéi vé Walt,” cudi cung thi téi cling n6i ra. “Pay la cudc
néi chuyén cdi md vé deé tai con trai phai khong a?”

Me hoi nhin mit. “A, *m... Me e ring vé khoan ndy me ciing ching
biét gi nhiéu. Nhung me phdi thir théi. H6i me con la mdt co6 gai nho, ba
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ngoai cling chang thwong tro chuyén hodc cho 16i khuyén vé deé tai nay véi
me. Me chua titng c6 cdm giac me c6 thé tro chuyén cung ba.”

“Con nghi khong nén vay.” Toi dang c6 twéng twong canh t6i tro
chuyén cung ba ngoai vé chu dé con trai, trong khi 6ng luén miéng hét 1én
v0i cai ti-vi va doi mang thém tra va banh quy chay.

“Con nghi,” t6i danh bao, “rang cac ba me thuong can dan con gai
minh khong dugc lam theo 10i trai tim mach bao, dirng day dwa v6i loai con
trai hu hong, roi sé mang tiéng xau. Pai loai nhw vay.”

“A.” Me gat dau v6i vé héi han. “Um, con thay day, me khong thé
lam vay. Me nghi rang sé khong lo lang viéc con dang lam diéu gi sai,
Sadie. Me chi lo lang viéc con sg¢ phdi tin twéng mot ai dé6 — du nguoi dé
dung. T4t nhién, do6 la chuyén cua trai tim con, khong phéi cia me. Nhung
me phai néi rang Walt con lo lang hon con. Birng doi hoéi n6 qua.”

“Poi hoi qua?” Taéi suyt bat cwdi. “Con tham chi con khéng biét gio
anh ta dang ¢ dau! Va anh dang lam vat chi cho mét vi than ma — ma-”

“Ma con ciing thich,” me tiép 10i. “Va phai, viéc nay that khé xu.
Nhung s that hién gio ho la mot. Than Anubis c6 rat nhiéu diém twong
dong véi Walt. Ca hai déu chwa tirng c6 mot cudc song that sy dé mong doi.
Gio thi ho c6 thé lam diéu dé cung nhau.”

“Y me 1a...” Cai cdm gidc néng rat khiing khiép ding sau xuong iic
cua toi dwong nhu diu di, du chi chut xiu xiu. “Y me 1a con sé dugc gdp lai
anh dy? Anh ay khong bi luwu day, hay 1a chiu bat c tro vé van nao ma cac
vi than dinh lam vé&i anh dy sao?”

“Con sé gap lai Walt,” me khang dinh. “Béi vi gio day ho la mot,
song trong mot than xac con ngwdi, nén ho cé thé buwdc vao thé gidi con
nguwoi. C4 Walt va than Anubis déu la nhitng thanh nién t6t. Ho déu cang
thang, va kha léng ngéng trong thé gidi ngwoi pham, cling nhw lo sg viéc
nguwoi khac sé doi xi véi ho nhw thé nao. Con nita, ho cung c6 mdt cam
giac vé con.”

To6i chac la dé birng mat. T trén dinh buc, Carter dang nhin cham
cham t6i, chac chan la muén hoéi cé chuyén gi khong 6n. Téi khong dam
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nhin vao mat anh ay. Anh ay hoi quéa gidi doc thau moi hiéu bién cua toi.

“Nhuw vay thi that la khd,” t6i cau nhau.

Me khé cuoi. “bang vay. Nhung noi ra c6 an ui dugc gi thi... quen
v6i bat ky mot ngudi dan 6ng nao cling c6 nghia la phai doi mat vdi nhiéu
tinh cach khac nhau cua anh ta.”

To6i li€c nhin cha, dang lién tuc chuyén hinh hién than qua lai gitta
Tién si Julius Kane va than Osiris, vi than da xanh nhw dan xi trum gi®
nhiém vu cai quan Pia Nguc.

“Con hiéu y me 16i,” t6i néi. “Nhung than Anubis ddu? Y con 1a Walt
ay. Hu! Lai nita r6i.”

“Con sé sém gap lai cau ta thoi,” me néi chac chan. “Me mudn con
phai chuan bi san sang.”

Ly tri t6i mach bdo: Chuyén nay thdt kho hiéu, thdt khéng céng bdng.
Minh chdng thé nao xi¢ ly dwoc mot méi quan hé nhv thé nay.

Nhung con tim t6i lai 1én ti€éng: Im ngay! Puwoc, minh lam duwoc!

“Cam on me,” toi noi, ro la da that bai tham hai khi c6 té ra binh than
ty tin. “Chuyén vé viéc cac than sé rut di dy. C6é nghia la tui con sé khong
duoc gap lai cha me nita sao?”

“Co6 thé 1am,” me thita nhan. “Nhuwng con biét minh can lam gi r6i
chit. Cir tiép tuc day bon tré duwong 16i ctia cac vi than. Mang Ngo6i Nha Sy
Song trd lai dinh vinh quang nhw thud treéce. Con, Carter va chi Amos sé
dwa phap thuat Ai Cap tréd nén manh hon bao gio hét. Diéu dé cling tot thoi,
vi thach thitc cho con van con dé.”

“Setne u?” To6i doan.

“U, chinh hin,” me dap. “Nhung cfing van con nhiéu thach thitc khac
nit. Me van chwa hoan toan mat kha nang tién tri troi phu, ngay ca khi da
chét. Me thay tridc vién canh u &m veé nhitng vi than khac va cac phap thuat
thu dich.”

biéu nay thdt tinh nghe chang hay ho chit nao.

“Me noi vay la sao a?” toi hoi. “Nhitng vi than khdc nao chit?”
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“Me khong biét, Sadie a. Nhung Ai Cap ludn phéi doi mat v6i nhiéu
thach thitc tir bén ngoai — phap s & cac noi khac, tham chi la than & cac noi
khac. Hay canh giac.”

“Hay that,” t6i lau bau. “Con thich dé tai vé con trai hon.”

Me phé 1én cudi. “Khi con tré vé thé gidi ngudi thuwong, sé cé thém
mot canh cong mé ra nita. Hay tim né vao budi t6i. Vai nguwdi ban cii chac
sé muon dén noéi chuyén vdi con.”

T6i c6 cam giac hiéu duwgc me dang néi dén ai.

Me cham 1én mat day chuyén trén co6 - biéu twong tyet cta than Isis.

“Khi con can me,” me néi ti€p “hay dung sgi day chuyén cta con. N6
sé goi dén me, giong nhu day chuyén shen goi dén Walt.”

“Néu dugc biét diéu nay sém hon thi chac 1a c6 ich 1am r6i.”

“Moi lién hé gilta me va con tredc day khong manh. Con gio thi...
me nghi dugc ddy.” Me hon 1én tran toi, du chi giong nhw mét lan gié lanh
thodng qua. “Me rat tv hao vé con, Sadie. Con con cd mot cudc doi phia
tredc. Hay song hét minh nhé!”

bém do tai nha Brooklyn, mot canh cong dich chuyén bang cat xody
mo ra ngoai hién, ding nhu 101 me toi da ha.

“Cai nay danh cho tui minh,” t6i vira néi vira dirng day khoi ban. “Bi
nao anh trai yéu dau.”

O bén kia cong, chiing toi thdy minh dang ding bén H6 Ltta. Than
Bast dang doi, cam qua banh len ném qua lai giita hai tay. B0 d6 b6 den
tuyén hoan toan phu hgp véi mai téc. B6i mat meo von theo lan séng anh
sang do bap bung.

“Ho dang chd hai chau.” C6 chi tay vao may bac thang dan 1én Ngoi
Nha An Dutng. “Ching ta sé néi chuyén sau khi hai chau tré xuéng.”

T6i chang can hoi vi sao c6 dy khong di cung. Toi nghe ra vé buon
bu6n trong giong ndi c6 dy. Bast va Tawaret chwa tirng hoa thuan vdi nhau
chi vi Bes. R0 1a, Bast mudn chtra cho vi nit than ha ma chut khéng gian.
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Nhung mat khac, t6i ban khoan khong biét liéu ngwoi ban lau nam cua t6i
dang c6 bat dau nhan ra minh dang dé vudt mat mot nguwoi dan 6ng tot hay
khong.

T6i hon 1én ma c6 ay. Roi cung Carter leo 1én bac thang.

Bén trong nha duGng ldo ngdp tran khong khi 1é hoi. Phong y ta dugc
trang tri bang hoa twoi. Nit than éch Heket dang di 16n ngwoc doc theo tran
nha treo mdy dai gidy mau, trong khi mt nhom cac than dau ch6 kha 1én
tudi dang mua hat bai hokey-pokey — phién ban cham théi, nhung cling day
an twong. Bo gdy chong vao ddy/Chia binh truyén nwdc bién ra ndao — va c
thé tiép tuc. Vi nit than dau suw tit Mekhit c¢6 xwa dang khiéu vii cham cham
v6éi mot nam than dong déng cao. Ba ta gt gir oang oang véi dau guc trén
vai 6ng ay.

“Carter, nhin kia,” t6i kéu lén. “Cé phai do la-”

“Onuris!” Tarawet vira tra 16i vira di ding dinh trong bo do diéu
dwdng. “Chong ctia nit than Mekhit! Vay cé tuyét khong ch? Chung t6i
nhitng twdng 6ng dy bién mat tir 1au 1au lam roi, nhwng khi Bes kéu goi cac
vi than gia tham gia cudc chién, Onuris bong khap khiéng budc ra tir mot
cai ti y thiét bi. Roi nhiéu vi than khac cling xuét hién nita. C6 do, cudi
cung thi ho cling dugc can dén. Cudc chién da cho ho ly do dé ton tai.”

Vi nit than ha ma noéi xong lién 6m cham ching t6i day nhiét thanh.
“Oi cd cau yéu quy! Hay xem moi ngudi vui mitng thé ndo kia! Co6 cau da
cho ho mot cudc doi méi.”

“Toi thay khong dugc nhiéu than nhuw trede,” Carter dé y.

“MGt s6 da tré vé thién duong,” Tarawet gidi thich. “Hodc tr@ vé dén
dai va cung dién caa ho. Va tat nhién, Osiris ngudi cha yéu dau cua cau,
cling da dwa cac vi than phan xét tré vé coi ctia minh.”

Pugc nhin thdy cac vi than gia dang vui vé khién long t6i am 4&p,
nhung t6i van dau dau mot ndi lo. “Ho sé& & lai thé ndy sao? Y tdi 13, ho s@
khong bién mat lan nita chit?”
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Tarawet chia doi tay mip mip. “Ta nghi rang con tuy thudc vao nguoi
pham nhu c6 cdu. Néu con nguwdi van nhé tGi ho, khién ho thay minh quan
trong, thi ho sé 6n th6i. Ma nao, di gap Bes nao!”

Bes ngoi trén chiéc ghé quen thudc cia 6ng ay, nhin xa xam ra ctra s6
vé phia H6 Lra. Khung canh tréng that quen thudc, toi e 1a 6ng da danh mat
ren ctia 6ng lan nita.

“Ong 4y sao vay?” toi thét 1én chay dén bén 6ng. “Chuyén gi da xay
ra vGi ong ay?”

Bes quay qua t6i, trong giat minh. “Ngoai chuyén xdu dau xau dén ay
ha? Khong c6 gi dau nhoc a. Chi la ta dang suy nghi thoi — xin 16i nhé.”

Ong ruén nguoi 1én (hét mitc d6i véi mot ngudi lun) va 6m 14y hai
chung toi.

“That mirng khi thay hai chau da lam duwgc,” Bes néi. “Hai chau biét
ddy, ta va Tarawet dinh xdy m&t ng6i nha bén ho. Ta da quen nhin khung
canh nay. Co dy sé van lam viéc & Ng6i Nha An DuGng. Con ta sé la nguoi
lun ndi trg mot thoi gian. Biét dau day? Khong chirng sé phai cham s6c mot
dam ha ma lun nita chi!”

“Qi, Bes!” Tarawet dé bitng mit, chép chép ddi mi ha ma.

Vi than lun cudi khic khich. “Vang, cudc song that tot dep. Nhung
néu may nhoc can dén ta, ct viéc goi. Ta thwong c6 nhiéu may man khi dén
thé gidi nguwoi thwong hon da s6 cac vi than khac.”

Carter c6 vé cau kinh. “Ong nghi ring bon chau sé phai nhd dén ong
nhiéu u? Y chau 13, tat nhién bon chdu muén gip lai dng! Chau chi bin
khoan-”

Bes cau nhau. “Nay, ta la mot than lun x4u hodc day. Ta c6 mot chiéc
xe tuyét voi, mot ti quan do nhw mo, va quyén nang day kinh ngac. Vay tai
sao cau lai sé khéng can ta?”

“Chi ly,” Carter dong y.

“A, nhung ciing ditng goi thuong xuyén qud nhé,” Bes néi. “Du sao
thi, cubi cung ta va chiéc banh mat nay cling c6 mot vai thién nién ky quy
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gia dé bén nhau.”

Ong nam 14y tay Tarawet, va t6i chot thay cai tén goi ctia noi ndy —
Canh dong day nang — cling khong dén noéi dang chan.

“Cam on Vi tat ca, Bes” toi noi.

“Chau dua a?” 6ng héi lai. “Chau da tra lai cho ta cudc song, va y ta
khong chi la héi sinh cai bong khong dau nhé.”

T6i cam thay ro rét rang hai vi than can c6 thoi gian riéng vdi nhau,
nén ching t6i tam biét va di xuoéng phia ho.

Canh cong cat trang van xody déu. Bast ding ké bén, mé mai véGi
cudn banh len. Co dan sgi gitta cac ngon tay, tao thanh mot hinh ch® nhat
nhw cai n6i cho méo. (T6i khéng ¢6 y choi chit, nhung dwdng nhu cling kha
phu hop.)

“Cé gi vui thé?” t6i hoi.

“Ta nghi chdu mudn xem céi nay.” Co gio cdi n6i cho meo 1én. Hinh
anh bong hién ra nhw xem phim trén man hinh may tinh.

To6i nhin thay Dai sdnh cac vi than véi hang cot cao vit, san nha bong
lo4ng, hang trdm ngon ltta di mau sic dang bap biing trong cac 10 than. O
ngay buc trung tam, thay vao cho con thuyén mat trgi la mot chiéc ngai
vang. Than Horus dang ngu trén dé trong hinh hai con nguwoi — mot chang
trai vam v& troc dau mic bo gidp sit. Ong cam méc cau va cay néo bt chéo
tredc bung, do6i mat phat ra anh sdng — m6t bén mau bac, m6t bén mau
vang. Ding bén phai 6ng la ni than Isis, mim cwdi day tu hao, doi canh cau
vong sang lung linh. Bén trai la than Set, vi than Hon Mang v6i mau da do
nhw mau, tay cam tregng sat. Trong 6ng ta cé vé thich thi, nhw thé dang cé
dia muwu ma chwdce quy vach ra cho sau nay. Cac vi than khac quy xuéng khi
dwgc Horus goi dén tén. Toi lwét nhin qua ddm dong cac vi than dé tim
Anubis — cung hoac khong cing Walt — nhung mot lan nita, van khong thay
anh ay dau.

To6i chang thé nghe dugc gi, nhwng téi nghi chac cling giong bai dién
van cua Carter da doc & Ngoi Nha Sy Song.
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“Ong ta dang lam cai viéc nhu anh da ting 1am,” Carter bat man.
“Anh dam ca rang tham chi 6ng ta con trom bai dién van ctia anh. That la
mot con meéo bat chude.”

Ni* than méo Bast tang hang, ra chiéu khong hai long: “Khong can
phai goi dich danh, Carter. Meo khong phai la loai bat chwdc. Ching ta la
loai doc ddo. Nhung ma, tat ca nhitng gi cau lam trong cwong vi pharaoh &
thé gidi pham tuc thuong sé dugc sao lai y hét & thé gidi than linh. Horus va
cau, dau sao ciing la nguoi thong linh cac luc lwgng Ai Cap.”

“Po,” toi nobi, “that la mot y nghi dang sg.”

Carter dap nhe Ién tay t6i. “Chau chi khong tin rang Horus rdi di tham
chi khong mot 10i tam biét. Nhw thé ong ta quang chau qua mdot bén ngay
sau khi sit dung xong, ro6i quén bang chau di.”

“O khong dau,” Bast giai thich. “Cac vi than khong bao gi¢’ 1am vay.
Chi don gian la ong ta phai di.”

Nhung t6i van con thac mac. Céc vi than thwong kha la ich ky, ngay
ca nhitng ai khong phai la méo. Tham chi ni than Isis cling khong hé tir biét
toi cho dang hoang, cdm on cling khong not.

“Bast ndy, cd di v&i bon chau chi?” t6i nai ni. “Y chdu 13, chuyén roi
di ngé ngan nay khong thé ap dung vGi c6 dugc. Bon chau can nguwdi huwéng
dan ngu trra ¢ nha Brooklyn.”

Bast cuén qua banh sgi 1én roi thd xuéng bac thang. Vé mat c6 kha
budn so v&i dang vé mot con meéo. “Oi, may tén méo con caa ta. Néu cé
thé, ta da tim gay va mang cac con di vinh vién. Nhwng hai chau da trwdng
thanh. Méng vu6t da nhon, tam nhin da sac bén, va loai meo phai ty than
van dong trong thé gigi nay. Ta phdi tam biét hai chau & day, nhung ta biét
sé cO ngay gap lai.”

T6i nhitng muon phan doi rang minh chwa trwdng thanh va khong c6
moéng vuot.

(Carter khong dong y, nhung anh ta thi biét céi gi chii?)
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Co6 diéu, phan nao do trong t6i biét rang Bast néi ding. Chung t6i da
rdt may man khi c6 c6 ay dong hanh trong moét quang thoi gian dai. Gio
chuing t6i da la nhitng con meo tredng thanh — g, nguoi trudng thanh.

“Oi, Muffin...” t6i 6m chit c6, va cam thdy cd dang gir gir.

Bast vo téc t0i. Poan cha cha tai Carter, trong hoi buon cudi.

“Théi di di ndo.” cd néi. “Truwdc khi ta muén khéc day. A, ngoai ra...”
Co nhin cham cham vao trai banh sgi len da lan t6i bac thang cui. Co thu
nguoi lai, r6i cang vai ra. “Ta phdi san thi nay r6i.”

“Bon chau sé rat nhé co, Bast a.” T6i ¢6 kim nwdc mat. “San cho vui
nhé.”

“Soi len,” ¢6 no6i vo6 hon, lan lan xudng bac thang. “Con moi nguy
hiém, sgi len...”

Carter va t6i budc qua cong dich chuyén. Lan nay n6 bo chiing tdi 1én
mai Nha Brooklyn.

Ching t6i lai c6 thém mot ngac nhién nita. Canh cho nga cta Freak,
la Walt dang ditng chd. Anh mim cudi khi trong thay t6i, con chan toi thi
bun run.

“Anh sé, rm, vao trong nha,” Carter noi.

Walt buéc dén, va t6i co phai nhé cho ra thé la thé nao.
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22 — PIEU WALT CUOI CUNG (LUC NAY THOI)

ANH AY LAI THAY POI BO DANG MOT LAN NUA

May chiéc bua ho ménh ctia anh da bién mat, chi trir mot cai — chiéc
bua chit shen, giong cta t6i. Anh mdc chiéc 40 6m sat mau den, quan jean
den, 4o khoac da den va d6i ing den — mot sy két hgp phong cach an mac
gitta than Anubis va Walt, nhwng lai khién anh trong hoan toan la lam va
ma&i mé. Chi c6 doi mat anh van quen thudc — néng am, mau nau t6i, va
dang yéu. Khi anh cudi, tim t6i lai xao xuyén nhw moi khi.

“Vay ra,” toi m& mieng, “day lai la mot 10i chao tam biét khac nira a?
Hom nay em da c6 qua nhiéu 10i tam biét r6i.”

“That sy thi,” Walt no6i, “la 10i chao thi ding hon. T6i tén Walt Stone,
dén twr Seatle. T6i muo6n gia nhap hoi nay.”

Anh duva tay ra, miéng van mim cwdi ma manh. Anh dang lap lai
chinh xac titng chit trong lan dau tién ching t6i gap nhau, vao mua xuan
nam ngoai khi anh dén nha Brooklyn.

Thay vi bat tay, t6i ddm vao nguc anh.

“Oi,” anh la 1én. Nhung t6i thiva biét cti ddm d6 1am dau gi anh. Nguc
anh kha ran chac.

“Anh nghi la anh hoa nhap v6i mot vi than ré6i gay ngac nhién cho em
bing cach do sao?” toi vin veo. “A, nhdn tién xin néi cho cdc vi biét, thdt ra
toi c6 dén hai bo 6c trong mét co thé. Em khong mong dgi mot diéu ngac
nhién nhu thé dau.”

“Anh da c6 noéi vdi em,” Walt gidi thich. “Nhiéu lan r6i. Ca Anubis
cling vay. Nhung lic nao cling bi gian doan. Pa phan la do em néi nhiéu

Z »

qua.
“Khong can bién minh.” Téi khoanh tay va cau cé hét mic cé thé.
“Me em da khuyén em dirng qua khat khe vd&i anh bdi vi moi thit con qua
ma&i mé vGi anh. Nhung em van dang cau day. Anh biét ma, thich ngudi ta
da qua roi, dau can ho bién thanh mot vi than ma em ciing thich.”
“Vay la em that sy thich anh.”
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“Pirng c6 co lam em sao lang! Vay anh c6 that sy mudn & lai day
khong?”

Walt gat dau. Gio anh dang rat gan. Anh that thom, nhw mui nén vani.
T6i dang c6 nhé xem day la mui ctia Walt hay cua Anubis. That tinh, khong
tai nao nhd noi.

“Anh van con nhiéu thi can hoc,” Walt néi tiép. “Anh khong can phai
chi hoc lam bua nita. Gid anh c6 thé thuc hién loai phép thuat cao hon -
dwong 16i ctia Anubis. Chwa ai trng lam dugc trude day.”

“Kham pha ra nhitng cach phap thuat mai dé choc tirc em ay a?”

Anh hoi nghiéng dau. “Anh c6 thé lam nhiéu chiéu vGi miéng vai
lanh wép xac.Vi dy, néu cé ai dé néi nhiéu qua, anh c6 thé triéu tap mot-"

“Purng c6 hong!”

Anh nam ldy tay t6i. T6i lvdm anh mot cai, nhung khong rut tay lai.

“Anh van la Walt,” anh n6i ti€p. “Van la ngwoi pham. Than Anubis
c6 thé & lai thé gidi nay lau dén khi anh van con la vat chu cuaa cau ta. Vay
nén anh hy vong sé dugc treong tho. Ca anh va cau ta chang ai nghi chuyén
nay cé thé xdy ra. Do d6 anh sé khong di dau hét, trir khi em mudén anh ra
di.”

Anh mit t6i chic thay 10i tdi dap: Khéng, dirng di. Ping bao gid.
Nhung t6i khong thé gitp anh ay ha hé khi n6i nhitng y dé thanh 16i duoc,
ding khong nao? Con trai ma nghe néi thé sé dam ra ty man.

“Um,” t6i cau nhau, “em nghi 1a minh c6 thé chiu n6i.”

“Anh con ng em mot diéu nhay.” Walt dat tay kia bén hong t6i — mot
c chi truyén théng, xwa lam r6i, nhu Anubis da lam khi chiing t6i nhay
diéu valse v6i nhau tai Hoc vién Brooklyn. Ba Ngoai chac sé dong y day.

“Minh nhdy chit?” anh hoi.

“O day u?” toi néi. “Liéu than trong tré Shu ctia anh c6 qudy ray
khong thé?”

“Nhuv anh da néi, gic anh 12 ngudi pham. Ong ta sé dé chiing ta khiéu
vii, du anh biét chac 6ng van doi theo dom chirng chiing ta dé dam bao la
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ching ta cu x@ phai phép.”

“Pam bao cho anh cu xtt phai phép thi c6,” toi khit miii. “Em da la
mot quy co ti té€ day nhé!”

Walt pha ra cwdi. Toi nghi diéu nay that hai hudc. T té chua ting 1a
tr ngtt dau tién duwgc dung dé miéu ta vé toi.

T6i lai ddm vao ngyc anh, nhung phdi n6i 1a khong manh lam. R6i t6i
dat tay minh Ién vai anh.

“Em phdi nhac anh nhd,” t6i canh bao, “rang cha em la sép cta anh
dwéi Bia Nguc. Tot nhat anh nén can than cach cw xi cia minh.”

“Vang, thwa c6 nwong,” Walt noéi, roi cdi xuéng hoén téi. Con gian cta
toi nhu tan chay hét vao doi giay.

Chung t6i bat dau khiéu vii. Khong cé nhac, khong cé vii cong ma,
cling khong tr6i giat trong khong trung — n6i chung chang cé chit phép
thuat nao ca. Freak nhin chung t6i mot cach to mo, roé rang dang tu hoi cai
hanh dong nay c6 bién ra ga tdy cho mot con diéu s an téi khong nita. Mai
nha quét hac in kéu cot ket dudi chan chiing t6i. T6i van con rat mét sau
tran chién kéo dai, ma cling chwa tam rita dang hoang. Trong t6i chac kinh
khting lam. T6i chi mudn tan chay trong tay Walt, ma that sy day la diéu toi
dang lam.

“Vay em dong y cho anh & bén canh em chi¥?” anh hoi, hoi thd am ap
von trén toc toi. “Hay dé anh trdi nghiém cudc song dién hinh cia mot
chang thanh nién nhé.”

“Em nghi thé.” T6i nhin 1én anh. T6i chang phai mat céng gi dé dua
tam nhin vao trong Cdi Am ma thdy Anubis dang & ddy, ngay dudi bé miit.
Nhung bay gio thi that sy khong can thiét nita. Pay la mot chang trai mai
ngay tri’édc mat toi, va anh dy la tat ca nhitng gi t6i thich. “Khong phai em la
mot chuyén gia gi dau, nhung c6 mot diéu luat em mudn giit nghiém.”

“La gi thé?”

“Néu c6 ai do6 hoi anh liéu anh da c6 noi chon hay chura,

»

toi noi, “thi
cau tra 10i 1a c¢6 day nhé.”
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“Anh nghi anh c6 thé chiu dwoc diéu do,” anh hita.

“T6t,” toi noi tiép. “Vi anh sé khong muodn thdy em néi cadu dau nhé!”

“Qua muon roi.”

“Im ngay va nhay tiép di, Walt.”

Chung t6i c khiéu vii mai — trong giai diéu la tiéng hét ctia con diéu
su tam than phia sau, hoa cung tiéng coi bao dong va coi xe ctia Brooklyn
bén dui. Lang man vo cung.

Chuyén xay ra nhuv vay do.

Chung t6i da trd vé Nha Brooklyn. Moi tai hoa tan pha thé gi6i déu
dwgc tiéu trir - it ra la cling dwgc phan nao — Va gio day ching toi lai chuan
bi d6n nhan mét lan séng hoc tro méi khi nam hoc bat dau.

Dbén ldc nay thi 1y do phai that qua rd roi vi sao c6 thé day la ban ghi
am cudi cung cuia ching t6i. Ching to6i sap phai ban ron véi viéc huan
luyén, dén truong va cudc song cta minh, nén t6i khong nghi rang bon toi
sé 6 thoi gian hay 1y do gi dé gwri 10i kéu goi gitp do nao nita.

Chung toi sé dat cuon bang nay trong mot cai hop an toan va gwri dén
nguoi dang ghi chép lai nhitng cudc phiéu lwu caa chung t6i. Hinh nhw
Carter nghi gtti bang dwong buu dién cling duwgc thoi, nhung t6i lai mudn
dwa Khufu dem di qua ngd Cdi Am. Chuyén gi c6 thé xay dén chi¥ nhi?

Con vé chung t6i, dirng nghi rang cudc séng chung to6i chi toan vui vé
va n6 dua. Chu Amos khong thé dé cho mot dam thi€u nién khong dwoc
trong chirng, va vi Bast khong con & day, nén chu ay da cho goi mot so
phap su trwdng thanh dén Nha Brooklyn lam gido vién (chinh xac hon la
nguwoi trong tré). Nhung ai cling biét nguwdi that sy diéu hanh & day — chinh
toi. A vang, c6 1& Carter cfing gop cong chiit it.

Ma chung t6i cling chwa xong rac roi dau. T6i van lo vé tén hon ma
sat nhan Setne dang tu do ngoai kia v&i cai dau xdo quyét, v6i gu thoi trang
khting khiép, cting cudn Sach cua than Thoth trong tay. Toi cling dau dau
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nhitng 16i me no6i vé phap lwc thu dich va cac vi than khac. Khong biét
ching co6 nghia gi, nhung nghe chang 1ay gi lam t6t dep cho lam.

Nhwng bay gig, toi mudn tan hudng cudc song, muén qudy nhiéu 6ng
anh Carter cang nhiéu cang tot, va bién Walt thanh nguwdi ban trai ding
nghia trong lic gilt cho cac cd gai khac tranh xa khéi anh — kha nang rat cao
la bang cach quang cau lira. Cong viéc cua toi chang bao gio két thic ca.

Con cac ban ¢ ngoai kia dang nghe cudn bang ghi am nay — thi chung
toi khong bao gio qua ban ron dén noi khong ti€p nhan hoc vién mdéi. Néu
ban mang dong mau pharaoh, vay con chan chir gi nita? Dirng dé phi hoai
phép thuat cia minh. Nha Brooklyn luon rong ctta don chao.
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MOT SO TU NGU AI CAP KHAC

Ankh  chi? twgng hinh biéu twgng cua sw song

Ba  nhan cach, mot trong nam thanh phan cta linh hén

Barque  con thuyén cua pharaoh

Canopic jar  chiéc binh chita ndi tang xac wép

Duat  thé gi6i phap thuat — ton tai song song vdi thé gidi ngwdi pham

Chit twrong hinh ~ hé théng chit viét cia nguwoi Ai Cap Co6 Dai, dung hinh
anh hodc biéu twgng dé biéu thi sy vat, khai niém,
hodc am thanh

Ib  trai tim, mot trong nam thanh phan cta linh hon

Isfet  biéu twgng ctia Hon Mang

Ka sinh lyc, mot trong nam thanh phan ctia linh héon

Khopesh  thanh gwom vdi phan ludi hinh méc

Ma’at  trat tw caa vi tru

Netjeri con dao lam tw thién thach, thwong dugc dung dé cay miéng
trong tang lé

Per ankh  Ngo6i Nha Sy Song

Pharaoh  Vua Ai Cap thdi co dai

Rekhet  bac si

Ren  madt danh, nhan dang, mot trong nam thanh phan cta linh hon

Sarcophagus  quan tai da: thwong dwoc khac hinh va chir

Sau  nguoi lam bua

Scarab  bo hung

Shabti  bitc twgng nho phép thuat, lam bang dat sét

Shen  bat diét, vinh hang

Sheut  béng, mét trong nam thanh phan cua linh hon, cling con c6 nghia
la twong

Sistrum  mot loai nhac khi bang dong

Tjesu heru  quai vat ran hai dau — moéi dudi c6 mot dau — chan rong
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Tyet  biéu twgng cda than Isis
Was  quyeén lyc
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CAC NAM THAN VA NU THAN AI CAP bUQC PE CAP BPEN
TRONG BONG RAN

Anubis  than cua dam tang va ngudi chét

Apophis  than hon mang

Babi  than khi dau cho
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Bast nit than méo

Bes than lun
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Disturber ~ Ké Pha Binh — mot vi than phan xét, lam viéc cho than Osiris
Geb  than dat

Gengen-Wer  than ngong
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Hapi  than song Nile

Heket ntr than éch
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Isis nit than phép thuat, vg ctia anh minh la than Osiris, va la me cuia
than Horus
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Khonsu  than mat trang
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Mekhit  tiéu nit than su ti, vo ctia than Onuris

Neith  nit than san ban
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Nekhbet nt than kén kén

Nut nt than bau troi
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Osiris  than cai quan Am phu, 12 chong cta than Isis va 1a cha cta than
Horus

Ra  than mat troi, than trat tw, con co tén goi khac la Amun-Ra
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Sekhmet  nit than su t®@

Serget  nit than bo cap
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Set  ac than
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than khong khi, ong tang t6 ctia Anubis
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Sobek  than ca sau

Tawaret  ni than ha ma
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Thoth  than tri thic

BANG CHU GIAI THUAT NGU
Mot so chu 1énh do Carter, Sadie va nhitng ngwoi khac st dung
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