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TAC GIA

DOUGLAS ADAMS (1952 - 2001) La nha van, nha bién kich nguoi Anh.
Tac pham noi tiéng caa ong, Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha, xuat phat diém
la v& hai kich truyén thanh nhiéu tap cia BBC, sau d6 dwoc phat trién
thanh “bd ba” tiéu thuyét gom nam tap ban dwogc t6i hon 15 triéu ban ngay
tir lac tac gia sinh thoi, dwge chuyén thé thanh phim truyén hinh, kich noi,
truyén tranh, tro choi dién tir va phim dién anh. Ong ciing tham gia viét 3
tap trong series phim truyén hinh noi tiéng Doctor Who.

Bé&i Trai Bat da no tung, ching ta hay cw tiép tuc lac tréi trong Vi Tru
cung Bi kip qua giang vao Ngdn Ha va nhém nguoi ngoai hanh tinh ky
qudc: Arthur Dent ngudi trai dat, Ford Prefect, ban 1au nam kiém bién tap
vién ky cwu cta Bi kip; Zaphod Beeblebrox, cuu tong thong Ngan Ha ba
tay hai dau; Tricia McMillan, cling ngwoi Trai dat; va Marvin, nguoi may
hoang twéng tram uat. Va dich dén la dau? Chinh la dia diém vira dé giai tri
tan thé vira an téi cyc hot; noi do an (that sy) sé tu ching 1én tiéng maoi ban
X0i... chung.

Nhung liéu bon ho c6 dén duwgce noi? Cau tra 16i la: kho noéi lam. Song
ban hay nhé Bi kip da x6a luén thoi Twong lai Hoan thanh béi cuon sach da
kham pha ra rang: Chang c6 twong lai nao hoan thanh ca!

“Douglas Adams qua la nha van cham biém cyc ky xuat sac!”

WASHINGTON POST

BOOK WORLD

“Hai huwdc va hai huée da dwong.”

DAILY TELEGRAPH
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“Cai hai hwdc ctia cudn sach vira ngau vira dam vé chan chuwong, né
khong then thung ma thu hut ngay bat ci ai thdy cudc doi qua ngan dé coi
moi chuyén la nghiém tac.”

OBSERVER COLOUR MAGAZINE
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Tang Jane va James xin gwi that nhiéu 10i cdm on t6i Geoffrey Perkins
vi da dat dugc diéu gan nhw Bat Kha

T6i Paddy Kingsland, Lisa Braun va Alick Hale Munro vi da giup
Geoffrey

T&i Simon Brett vi da bat dau moi chuyén

T&i album One Trick Pony cua Paul Simon ma t6i da bat su6t trong
lic viét cudn sach nay

Nam nam la qua lau

Va dac biét cam on Jacqui Graham vi long kién nhan, long t6t, va thitc
an ngon vo tan trong nghich canh

Con mot gia thuyét khac noi rang diéu nay da xdy ra roi.
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Co6 mot gia thuyét néi rang néu cé ai phat hién ra Vi Tru chinh xac la
dé lam gi va tai sao no lai ton tai, thi n6 sé 1ap tirc bién mat va bi thay thé
béi mot thit con ky quai va kho hiéu hon.
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Con mot gia thuyét khac noi rang diéu nay da xdy ra roi.
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CHUONG

Céu chuyén tir dau dén gio la thé nay:

Trudc tien, Vi Tru duoc tao ra.

Viéc nay da khién nhiéu nguoi tirc dién va ludn bi coi la mot nuéce di
sai lam.

Nhiéu chung tdc tin rang Vi Tru dwgc tao ra béi mét vi than nao do,
tuy nhién nguwoi Jatravartid trén hanh tinh Viltvodle VI lai tin rang thyc ra
ca Vii Tru da dwgc hat hoi ra khoi 16 miii mot dang c6 tén la Arkleseizure
Xanh Vi Dai.

Nguoi Jatravartid, von song vdi noi sg thuwong trire cai ngay ma ho goi
la Khan Tay Trang Giang Tran, la nhitng sinh vat nhé mau xanh lo c¢6 hon
nam muoi canh tay, va vi vay ho la chung toc c6 mot khong hai trong lich
stt da phat minh ra chai xit khr mui trueéc ca banh xe.

Tuy nhién, Thuyét Arkleseizure Xanh Vi Dai khéng dwgc don nhan
rong rai bén ngoai Viltvodle VI, va vi thé, bai Vi Tru la mé6t noi that khé
hiéu, nén luén ludn c6 ngwoi tim kiém nhitng 10i gidi thich khac.

Vi dy, mot gidong sinh vat siéu thong minh xuyén chiéu da tao ra mot
chiéc siéu may tinh khong 16 c6 tén Nghi Sau dé tinh toan mot lan dit diém
Cau Tra Loi danh cho Cau Héi T6i Thugng vé Sy Séng, Vi Tru va Van
Vat.

Subt bdy triéu ruwi nam, Nghi Sdu da do dac va tinh toan, va cudi
cung tuyén b6 cau tra 10i chinh la B6n muoi hai - va vi thé da phai lap mot
cai may tinh khac con to hon dé kham pha xem cau haéi thuyc ra la gi.
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Va cai mdy tinh nay, c6 tén la Trai Dat, to dén n6i n6 hay bi nham la
mot hanh tinh - nhét 1a b&i nhitng sinh vat giong vugn ky la di vo van trén
bé mat cia n6, khong hé hay biét rang minh chi la mo6t phan trong mot
chwong trinh may tinh khong 16.

Va diéu nay that ky la, vi néu khong c6 chit thong tin kha la don gian
va dé thay do, thi tat ca nhitng gi da xay ra trén Trai Dat sé khong thé co
nghia gi ca.

Pang buon thay, ding tredc thoi diém dwa ra két qua quan trong, Trai
bat da bat ngo bi san phang bdi mot doi Vog dé 1ay cho - 1a ching béo thé -
cho mot dwong cao toc xuyén khong gian, vi vay chang con hy vong gi dé
kham pha ra y nghia sy song nita.

Hay it ra la cling c6 vé nhu vay.

Hai trong s6 nhitng sinh vat giong vuon ky la do da song sot.

Arthur Dent thoat than trong tich tac chét chét vi mot ngwdi ban ci,
Ford Prefect, h6a ra lai dén tt mot hanh tinh nho dau dé can bién sao
Betelgeuse chit khong phai tir Guildford nhw tridc nay anh ta van néi; va,
quan trong hon, anh ta biét cach qua giang dia bay.

Tricia McMillan - hay con goi la Trillian - da nhay khoi hanh tinh sau
thang tredc do cung Zaphod Beeblebrox, khi ay la Toéng Thong Ngan Ha.

Hai ké song sot.

Ho la tit ca nhitng gi con lai cia thi nghiém vi dai nhat - nham kham
pha ra Cau Hoi T6i Thugng va Cau Tra Loi T6i Thuong vé Sy Séng, Vi
Tru va Van Vat.

Va, chuwa day nita triéu cay s6 cach noi phi thuyén ctia ho dang biéng
nhac tréi qua khong gian den tham nhw myc, mot con tau Vog dang tw tir
tién vé phia ho.
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CHUONG

Nhu moi con tau Vog khac, nhin né khong c6 vé gi 13 dugc thiét ké dang

hoang, ma da dong ddc lai thanh hinh thi ding hon. Nhitng cuc va mau
vang vang ghé ca nguoi troi ra tir da moi goc canh xau xi trén minh né han
sé lam phan 16n tau be tré nén méo moé di dang di, nhung con tau nay thi
khong thé di dang hon dugc nita. Ciing cé nhitng ngwoi thé thot tirng thay
trén doi nhiéu vat thé xau hon gap boi, nhuwng nhitng nhan chirng ay thwong
chang may dang tin.

That ra, néu muo6n thay bat ké cai gi xdu hon mot con tau Vog, ban sé
phai vao trong tau ngam mot tén ngudi Vog. Nhuwng néu thong minh, ban sé
tranh lam chinh diéu ay, vi mot tén Vog thuong sé chang suy nghi dén lan
th hai treée khi gdy ra mot diéu khung khiép vo nghia 1y cho ban, dén
mtc ban phai wdc gid minh chwa tirng chao doi - hodc la wéc (néu ban
thudc loai biét suy nghi sang sudt) gia tén Vog kia chwa tirng duwgce chao
doi.

That ra, mot tén Vog binh thwong sé chang nghi dén lan thi nhat.
Chung la nhitng sinh vat tri so ndao dac, cham chap nhw sén bo, va ching
dwgc tao ra chang phai danh cho suy nghi. Phan tich giai phau co thé Vog
da cho thidy bd 6c cua sinh vat nay trwde kia 1a mot 14 gan di dang tram
trong, mac chitng kho tiéu va bi dat nham cho. Vi thé, diéu cong bang nhat
ta c6 thé ndi vé bon Vog la chiing biét minh thich gi, va cai chiing thich
thwong lién quan dén lam dau ngudi khac va, bat ct khi nao c6 thé, noi tran
16i dinh.
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Mot diéu ching khong thich 1a bé dé mot cong viéc - nhat la tén Vog
nay, va nhat la - vi nhiéu ly do khac nhau - céng viéc nay.

Tén Vog nay la co trudng Prostetnic Vogon Jeltz thudc H6i Bong Quy
Hoach Siéu Khong Gian Ngan Ha, va chinh han la nguwdi dam nhiém trong
trach san phang cai goi la “hanh tinh” Trai Dat.

Han bé céi than hinh khong 16 dang tdm ctia minh quanh cai ghé nhét
nhot khong vira va nhin 1én man hinh mady tinh, noi phi thuyén Trdi Tim
Vang dang dugc quét mot cach cé hé thong.

Chang quan trong gi véi han chuyén bét, chay Pong Co Can Bat Kha
Vo Han, la phi thuyén dep nhat va cach mang nhat trén doi. VGi han, my
thuat va ky thuat la hai cuén sach dong kin, va néu c6 quyén quyét dinh thi
chac han da dot va chon luon hai cudn sach ay cho xong.

Cang kém phan quan trong vdi han chuyén Zaphod Beeblebrox dang
c6 mat trén phi thuyén. Zaphod Beeblebrox gio da la cwu Téng Thong
Ngan Ha, va mdc du moi lyc lwgng canh sat trong Ngan Ha dang truy lung
ca ga lan phi thuyén ga da danh cap, tén Vog nay chang quan tam.

Han con chuyén khac phdi lo.

Co6 10i don rang ngwoi Vog chang ché mot chit hoi 16 va tham nhiing,
cling nhu bién chang ché may, va véi treong hgp tén nay thi ding la nhw
vay. Khi han nghe thdy nhitng tir nhw 1a liém chinh hay dao ditc chinh truc,
han sé véi lay tr dién, con khi nghe thay tién mat xing xoéng that nhiéu,
han sé véi 1y quyén sach luat ném di.

Trong khi hung huc c6 pha huy Trai Pat cung toan b cac thit hién
dién trén do6 cho bang dwgc, han da di c6 hoi qua cao qua xa mitc nhiém vu
duwgc giao. Tham chi con khong ré tuyén dwong cao tdc no cé thuc sé dugc
xay hay khong, nhung chuyén ay da bi 1o di.

Han gam gir mot tiéng gam gur ghé tdm day ty dac.

“May tinh,” han 6m 6m ra lénh, “goi cho bac si chuyén khoa ndo riéng
cua ta.”
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Chi vai giay sau, mat Gag Halfrunt da hién lén man hinh, cwoi nu cuoi
cta ké biét minh dang & cach bo mat Vog minh phai nhin dén muwdi nam
anh sang. Pha lan dau d6 trong nu cwdi con mot anh mia mai. Tén Vog kia
ctt khang khang goi han la “bac si chuyén khoa ndo riéng cua ta”, nhung
thue ra dang dy chang c6 nhiéu ndo lam dé ma cham sdc, va thue ra chinh
Halfrunt md&i dang thué tén Vog. Han dang tra cho tén nay ca dong tién dé
lam vai viéc cuc ky ban thiu. Véi tw cach la mot trong nhitng nha tam ly
hoc ndi tiéng va thanh cong nhat Ngan Ha, han cung mot bay dong nghiép
cta hdn lic nao cling san sang xia ra vo khoi tién khi c6 vé nhw twong lai
ctia toan nganh tam 1y hoc c6 thé bi de doa.

“A,” han noi, “xin chao co tredng dan Vog Prostetnic cda toi, hom nay
ching ta cam thay thé nao nhi?”

Tén co trudng Vog dap lai rang trong may tiéng vira qua han da tiéu
diét hét gan nita phi hanh doan ctia minh coi nhw ky luat lam gwong.

Nu cwoi cia Halfrunt khong hé rung rinh khac nao.

“Thé a,” han noéi, “t6i nghi v4i dan Vog thi hanh x* nhu thé 1a tuyét
doi binh thwong, ngai biét chit? Mot cach diéu dan ty nhién va lanh manh
ban nang hung hang thanh cac hanh dong bao lwc vo nghia.”

“Luc nao dng chang ndi thé,” tén Vog gam gr.

“O thi,” Halfrunt dap, “t6i nghi véi mdt bac si tam 1y thi hanh x@ nhw
thé 1a tuyét doi binh thwong. Tot. R6 rang hém nay ca hai ching ta déu rat
can bang vé mat tam ly. Gio hay cho t6i biét, nhiém vu c6 tin tic gi r6i?”

“Chung ta da dinh vi dugc phi thuyén.”

“Tuyét voi,” Halfrunt néi, “tuyét voi! Con hanh khach trén d6?”

“Tén nguwoi Trai Pat dang & do.”

“Tuyét lam! Thé con...?”

“Mot sinh vat gidng cai cling thudc hanh tinh d6. Ching la hai sinh vat
cudi cung.”

“Tot, tot,” Halfrunt cuwoi toe toét. “Con ai nita?”
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“Teén Prefect.”

“Thé u?”

“Va Zaphod Beeblebrox nita.”

Nu cwdi cua Halfrunt chap chon trong tich tac.

“A, phai,” hin néi, “toi ciing dd nghi nhu thé. Qua 1a hét stc dang
tiéc.”

“MGt nguoi ban cli u?” tén Vog hdi, han da ti'ng nghe cum tr nay dau
dé va muon thir dung xem sao.

“O, khong,” Halfrunt dap, “trong nghé nay ching tdi khong cé ban,
ngai biét day.”

“A,” tén Vog gam git, “phai git khoang cach chuyén mén.”

“Khong,” Halfrunt vui vé néi, “chi la ching t6i khong biét cach lam
ban vdi ai.”

Han ngirng 10i. Miéng han van né nu cwdi, nhung mat han hoi cau lai.

“Nhung ngai biét khong,” han noi, “Beeblebrox 1a mot trong nhitng
khach hang sop nhat cta t6i. Ga nay c6 nhiéu van dé nhan cach ma cac nha
tam phan con chang ddm mo dén.”

Han wém thit y nghi nay mot 1at treée khi ngan ngtr gat n6 sang bén.

“Gi thi gi,” han héi, “ngai da san sang cho nhiém vu réi ch?”

“Roi.”

“T6t. Pha huy phi thuyén ngay lap tic.”

“Thé con Beeblebrox?”

“Da,” Halfrunt twoi tan noi, “Zaphod ciing chi la ga nhu thé dé théi,
biét chi?”

Han bién khéi man hinh.

Tén thuyén tredng Vog an ntt lién lac ndéi han véi nhitng gi con lai caa
phi hanh doan.

“Tan cong,” han ra lénh.
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Piing xoan cai ldc nay Zaphod Beeblebrox dang & trong cabin cta
minh chti theé rd to. Hai tiéng trudc, gd da néi ho sé dén Nha Hang O Téan
Cung Vii Tru lam vai miéng, va ngay sau dé thi da cai nhau to v&i may tinh
trén phi thuyén roi ham ham bé vao khoang, tuyén bo la ga sé ty tinh hé s6
Can B4t Kha bang buit chi.

Pong Co Can Bat Kha ctia Trdi Tim Vang bién né thanh phi thuyén
manh nhat va kho doan nhat trén doi. Khong c6 gi la n6 khong thé lam
duwgc, vGi diéu kién ban biét r6 cai diéu ban muén né lam gia st c6 xady ra
thi bat kha dén mic nao.

Ga da lay trom né khi 1€ ra ga phai tuyén b6 khanh thanh né véi tu
cach la Tong Thong. Ga chang biét chinh xac tai sao minh lai trom nd,
ngoai trir 1a ga thich lam thé.

Ga cling chang biét tai sao minh lai tré thanh Tong Thong Ngan Ha,
ngoai triv dé co vé la mot viéc thu vi.

Ga biét 1a c6 nhitng 1y do hop ly hon thé nay, nhwng ching da bi chon
vui trong mot khu t6i tam bi khéa kin dau do6 trong hai b ndo cta ga. Ga
wéc cai khu t6i tam bi khéa kin trong hai bo ndo cia ga bién di cho r6i, vi
thinh thoang no lai tr6i 1én va nhoi nhitng y nghi ky la vao nhitng khu vui
vé, nhe nhang trong tri ndo ga va lam ga sao nhang khoi cai ma ga coi la
nhiém vu co ban ctia doi minh, tic 1a an choi cho thoa.

Lic nay day thi ga dang chang dugc an choi gi. Ga dang hét kién
nhan, hét ca but chi, va dang dai ra ruot.

“Pau sao no6 chi!” ga quat.

Ping xoan céi lic nay, Ford Prefect dang lo ltrng trong khong khi.
Khoéng phai c6 bat ké sy gi khong 6n véi trong truong nhan tao cta phi
thuyén, ma bdi tai anh ta dang nhay xudng cau thang dan tdi tdng c6 cac
cabin ca nhan trén phi thuyén. D6 la mot ci nhdy qua cao khong thé thyc
hién bang mé6t bwdc, nén anh ta dap vung vé, vap nga, ditng thang 1én, lao
doc hanh lang khién mot doi robot phuc vu ti hon bay ti tdn, vong qua khtic
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quanh, lao vao ctra cabin ctia Zaphod, roi giai thich anh ta dang ban khoan
chuyén gi.
“Bon Vog,” anh ta noi.

Mot lat trede do, Arthur Dent da khéi sy tir khoang ctia minh di kiém
mot tach tra. Anh dan than vao cong cudc tim kiém ay ma chang thay lac
quan gi lam, vi anh biét trén ca phi thuyén, noi cung cap dé uong néng duy
nhat la mot c6 may dot nat do Tap Poan Diéu Khién Hoc Thién Lang san
xuat. N6 c6 tén la May Tong Hgp Po Uong Dinh Dudng Tw Dong, va anh
da ting c6 dip d6i mat vaGi né.

N6 kéu la cé thé tao ra da dang chua titng thay cac loai d6 uéng vira
xoan cho khau vi va bo may tiéu héa ctia bat ky ca nhan nao thém s dung.
Nhung khi dem ra dung thtt thi né 1an nao cling cho ra mot cai coc nhya
dwng day mot thiv chat long gan nhw, nhung khong hoan toan, tuyét doi
khong giong tra.

Anh c0 cai ly vGi c6 may.

“Tra,” anh néi.

“Chia Sé va Thwdng Thitc,” c6 may dap lai va lai chia ra cho anh mot
coc nita day thit chat 16ng ghé tom Kkia.

Anh hét c6c nuéce di.

“Chia Sé va Thuwaong Thitc,” c6 may nhac lai va chia ra cho anh mot
coc nita.

“Chia Sé va Thudng Thitrc” 1a khau hiéu riéng ctia bé phan khiéu nai
von cuc ky thanh dat @ Tap Poan Diéu Khién Hoc Thién Lang, b6 phan
nay hién chiém tron moi luc dia 16n cia ba hanh tinh c& trung va la don vi
duy nhat cia Tap Doan lién tuc c6 1gi nhuan trong may nam gan day.

Khau hiéu nay ditng strng sitng - hay ding hon la da tirng sirng sitng -
cd cau c6 chiéu sang cao hon bon kilomet gan cdng khong gian bd phan
khiéu nai trén Eadrax. Khong may la cau khau hiéu nang dén mirc d6 chi it
lau sau khi n6 dwgc dung 1én, dat dwdi chan cac con chir da sut ldn va
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ching tut xuoéng chirng phan nira chiéu cao xuyén qua van phong ctua nhiéu
uy vién quan tri khiéu nai tré tudi day tai nang - gio da qua co.

Ntra trén hang con nho lén ctia khau hiéu gio doc theo tiéng dia
phwong thi c6 nghia 1a “Di ma nhét dau vao lgn”, va khong con dwoc chiéu
sang nita, chi trir vao nhitng dip trong dai.

Arthur hit c6c nwdc thit sau di.

“Nghe day, cai may kia,” anh néi, “may bao may c6 thé tong hgp ra
bat ky thit do6 udng nao trén doi, thé sao may ct cho tao cai thit nwéc khéng
nuot noi kia ha?”

“Nho cac dit liéu vé dinh dudng va cam giac ngon miéng,” cai may
1ép bép. “Chia sé va Thuong Thie.”

“Udng kinh lam!”

“Néu anh da thich trai nghiém thit d6 uong nay,” cai may tiép tuc, “sao
khong chia sé no v6i ban ctia minh?”

“Bdi vi,” Arthur gay gat ndi, “tao khong mu6én mat ban. Sao may
khong c6 hiéu diéu tao dang néi nhi? Thit nwéc kia...”

“Thit nwdc kia,” cai may ngot ngao noi, “da dugc thiét ké riéng dé dap
trng nhu cau dinh duwéng va thwéng thitc ctia cad nhan anh.”

“A,” Arthur néi, “thé ra tao 1a mot thing &n kiéng wa hanh ha ban than
chir gi?”

“Chia Sé va Thweng Thic.”

“Thoi im di.”

“Yéu cau c6 thé thoi u?”

Arthur quyét dinh bé cudc.

“Phai,” anh noéi.

Ro6i anh lai quyét dinh néu bé cudc anh sé uat chét mat.

“Ma khong,” anh noi, “nghe nay, cuc ky don gian thoi... tao chi
muon... mot tach tra. May sé pha cho tao mot tach tra. Im di va nghe day.”
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R6i anh ngdi xuéng. Anh ké cho May Dinh Dudng Ty Pong vé An
Do, anh ké cho n6 nghe vé Trung Qudc, anh ké cho né nghe vé Sri Lanka.
Anh ké cho né nghe vé nhitng 14 tra phoi khé dwdi nang mat trgi. Anh ké
cho n6 nghe vé nhitng am tra bang bac. Anh ké cho n6 nghe vé nhitng
chiéu he trén bai cd. Anh ké cho né nghe vé viéc do sita vao trudc r6i mai
rét tra dé sita khoi bi dun nong. Anh tham chi con ké cho n6 nghe (ké qua
thoi) vé lich s ctia Céng ty Pong An nita.

“Ra la thé, phai khong?” Mday Dinh Duwdng Tw Dong néi sau khi anh
ké xong.

“Pung thé,” Arthur dap, “tao mudén nhw thé ddy.” “Anh mudn vi la
kho ludc trong nudc?”

“0, tt. V&i it sita nita.”

“Xit tir bo ra?”

“O, tao nghi 1a néi thé ciing duoc...”

“Toi sé can trg giip trong viéc nay,” cai may néi gon. Céi giong lép
bép vui vé ctia né da bién mat, gio n6 c6 vé day quyeét tam.

“Tao san sang gitp,” Arthur noi.

“Anh da lam du r6i,” May Dinh Duwong Ty Bong bao anh.

N6 triéu mdy tinh cta phi thuyén dén.

“Chao dang ay!” may tinh lén tiéng.

Mady Dinh Dudng Ty Dong gidi thich cho may tinh cia phi thuyén
nghe vé tra. Mdy tinh lwong ly, két ndi cac mach logic v6i Mday Dinh
Dudng Ty Pong, r6i ching cung nhau im ldng nhu to.

Arthur quan sat va dgi mot hoi 1au, nhung chang cé gi xay ra ca.

Anh dap thinh thinh Ién cai may, nhwng van chang co gi.

Cudi cung anh danh bo cudc va tho than di 1én dai chi huy.

Gitta khong gian hoang vu trong rong, phi thuyén Trdi Tim Vang ding
yén. Quanh n6 chdy ryc hang ty dom sang cia Ngan Ha. Tt ti bo vé phia
né la mot cuc vang khé xau xi, phi thuyén cta dan Vog.
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CHUONG

“Cé ai c6 am dun nuwdc khong?” Arthur hoi trong lic budc 1én dai chi
huy, va lap tic ty hoi tai sao Trillian lai dang ho hét bao cai may tinh noi
chuyén vaéi co, con Ford thi dap n6 va Zaphod thi da nd, va tai sao trén man
hinh lai c6 mdt cuc mau vang trong dén kinh.

Anh dat cai coc rong dang cam xudng va di dén cho ho.

“Chao?” anh ndi.

Pung luc d6 Zaphod quang minh t6i mat da hoa cwong béng 16n chira
cac dung cu diéu khién dong co photon truyén thong. Bo diéu khién hién ra
dudi tay ga va ga gat sang ché do lai bang tay. Ga day, ga kéo, ga an, roi ga
chtti thé. Pong co photon run ray nhw phat bénh r6i lai tat ngam.

“C6 chuyeén gi a?” Arthur noi.

“Nay, nghe thdy khong?” Zaphod 1am bam trong lic nhdy sang véi lay
bd diéu khién bang tay trén Bong Co Can Bat Kha V6 Han, “con khi vira
1én tiéng kia!”

Pong Co Can Bat Kha a ¢ hai tiéng khe khé r6i cling tat ngam.

“That 1a mot khoanh khac lich stt,” Zaphod néi, tong cho Bong Co
Can Bat Kha mot ca da, “mot con khi biét n6i!”

“Néu moi ngudi dang buwc minh chuyén gi...” Arthur néi.

“Bon Vog!” Ford quat. “Chung ta dang bi tan cong!”

“Thé cac anh dang lam gi thé? Chuén khoi day thoi!” Arthur lap bap.
“Khong duwgc. May tinh treo r6i.”

“Treo?”
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“No6 bao tat ca cac mach déu dang ban. Trén ca tau khong cho nao cé
dién ca.”

Ford buwéc ra khoi ban may tinh, quét 6ng tay do ngang tran, roi sup
xuong canh twong.

“Chung ta chang lam gi dugc ca,” anh ta néi. Anh ta tritng mat nhin
vao hw v6 va can méi.

Hoi Arthur con 1a mé6t thang nhéc & trwong hoc, rat lau trwedce khi Trai
Dat bi pha huy, anh da tirng choi bong da. Anh khong gidi da béng teo nao,
va biét tai cta anh la da phan lwéi nha trong nhitng trdn quan trong. Moi
khi chuyén nay xdy ra anh thwong c6 mot cdm gidc nhon nhot ky la trén
gay, no tu t lan 1én qua ma va lam tran anh néng ran. Vao lic nay trong
dau anh bong hién rdo mon mot hinh anh bun dat lan véi c6 va mot li lau
nhau day giéu cgt dang ném hon hop nay vao anh.

Mot cam giac nhon nhot ky la trén gay dang tir tir lan 1én qua ma va
lam tran anh néng ran.

Anh md miéng dinh néi, roi thoi.

Anh lai mé& miéng dinh néi, roi lai thoi.

Cuodi cung anh ciing 1én tiéng dugc.

“0,” anh n6i. Anh hing giong.

“Cho to6i biét,” anh tiép tuc, vé bon chén dén noi ba nguoi kia déu
quay lai nhin anh. Anh li€c nhin cuc mau vang dang tién tdi trén man hinh.

“Cho t6i biét,” anh nhac lai, “may tinh cé ndi la n6 ban viéc gi khong?
To6i hoi cho biét thoi...”

Mat ho do6 don ca vao anh.

“Va, 0... that ra chi c6 thé thoi, t6i hoéi thé thoi.”

Zaphod chia tay ra tim 1ay gay Arthur.

“Cau da lam gi n6, do Nguwoi Khi kia?” ga thi thao.

“0,” Arthur dap, “that ra 1a khong c6 gi ca. Chi la tdi nghi mot lic
tredc no dang tim cach...”
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“Cach gi?”

“Pha mot tach tra.”

“Pung thé, thwa cac ban,” mdy tinh d6t nhién 1én tiéng, “dang giai
quyét chuyén dé ngay lic nay day, ma ai cha, khé nhan lam. Lat nita t6i
quay lai.” Ro6i né lai tat phut, dé lai mot sy im lang di¥ doi chi c6 thé sanh
duwgc vdi s im lang cia ba nguwdi dang nhin Arthur Dent cham cham.

Nhw thé mudn gidm bt cang thang, tau Vog chon dung lic ay dé na
sung.

Phi thuyén run rdy, phi thuyén rung rinh. Bén ngoai, 16p trwong luc
day hon ca inch phong 1én va n6 16p dop dudi sitc cong pha ciia mot ta Pai
Béac Photrazon Giét La Chét 30 Megadau, va nhin c6 vé né sé khong tru
dwgc 1au. Ford Prefect doan khoang bon phtt 1a cung.

“Ba phat nam muoi gidy,” mot lat sau anh ta noi.

“Bon muoi lam gidy,” anh ta thém vao sau mot quang thich hgp. Anh
ta ho hitng bat may cai cong tac vo dung, réi ném cho Arthur mot cai nhin
thu ghét.

“Vi mot tach tra ma chét, nhé?” anh ta noi. “Ba phiat bon muoi gidy.”

“Pirng dém nita dwoc khong!” Zaphod ham he.

“DPugc chir,” Ford Prefect dap, “sau ba phut ba muoi lam giay niva.”

Trén tau Vog, Prostetnic Vogon Jeltz thiy rat khé hiéu. Han da chuan
bi tinh than cho mdt cudc rwgt dudi, cho mdt cude vat 1on day phan khich
vOi cac tia kéo, han da chuan bi tinh than dé dung bé Binh Thuwong Hoa
Tiéu Chu Ky hong choi lai v6i Bong Co Can Bat Kha Vo Han cta Trdi Tim
Vang, nhung bo Binh Thwong Hoéa Tiéu Chu Ky van ndm yén trong ldc tau
Trdi Tim Vang ding mot cho hitng dan.

Mot t4 Dai Bac Photrazon Giét La Chét 30 Megadau tiép tuc xa dan
vao tau Trdi Tim Vang, va n6 van ding mot ché hitng dan.

Han th moi cam bién minh cé dé xem c6 manh khée tinh vi gi khong,
nhung chang thdy manh khoée tinh vi gi.
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Tat nhién la han khong biét vé vu pha tra.

Han ciing khong biét dich xac nhitng ngwdi trén tau Trdi Tim Vdng
dang danh ba phit va ba muoi gidy cudi doi dé lam gi.

Lam thé nao ma Zaphod Beeblebrox lai di dén cai quyét dinh t6 chitc
bu6i cau hon vao lic nay la mot diéu ma chinh ga cling khong biét r6.

RO rang lic nay céi chét la cha dé ai cling dang nghi dén, nhung la cai
phai tranh hon la céi dé dem ra ban bac.

C6 1é noi kinh hoang Zaphod cam thay khi twdng dén canh sap phai vé
doan tu 6ng ba ong vai di dan du ga dén suy nghi rang co 1é 6ng ba 6ng vai
cling cam thay nhw vay vé ga, va hon thé nita, con c6 thé lam gi d6 dé ngan
cudc doan tu nay lai.

Ma ciling c6 thé do chi 1a mot trong nhitng ggi y ky la thinh thodng lai
hién ra ti cai khu tam t6i trong tri ndo ma khong hiéu sao ga da khéa kin
trede khi tré thanh Téng Thong Ngan Ha.

“Anh mu6n néi chuyén vGi cu minh?” Ford ngan ngai.

«0y.”

“Phai la ngay bay gio a?”

Phi thuyén tiép tuc chao ddo ram ram. Nhiét do dang ting. Anh sang
dang m@ di - moi nang lwgng may tinh khéng dung cho viéc nghi veé tra déu
dwgc don vao truong lwc dang yéu dan.

“Phai!” Zaphod khang khang. “Nghe nay, Ford, anh nghi cu giup dugc
chung ta day.”

“Anh c6 chac la anh mu6n dung tr nghi khong? Chon ttr cho can than
vao.”

“Thé chu c6 goi y nao khac khong?”

“0 thi...”

“Pugc roi, tat ca tap trung quanh bang diéu khién trung tam. Ngay bay
gio. Lai day! Trillian, Nguwoi Khi, nhanh.”
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Ho bdi r6i vay quanh bang diéu khién, ngoi xudng, roi, cam thiy ngd
ngan dén cung cuc, nam lay tay nhau. Zaphod dung canh tay thit ba tat den
di.

Bong t6i bop chat 1ay phi thuyeén.

Bén ngoai, tiéng gam ru cta Pai Bac Giét La Chét van khong ngirng
xé toac trueong luc.

“Hay tap trung nghi vé tén cta cy,” Zaphod rit 1én.

“Tén cu la gi?” Arthur hoi.

“Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Tu.”

“Cai gi?”

“Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Tiw. Tap trung!”

“bé Tw?”

“U. Thé ndy nhé, anh 1a Zaphod Beeblebrox, b6 anh 1a Zaphod
Beeblebrox dé Nhi, ong anh la Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Tam...”

“Cai gi?”

“Co6 su ¢ v6i thudc tranh thai va mét may thoi gian. Gio thi tap trung
vao!”

“Con ba phut,” Ford Prefect noi.

“Lam thé nay dé lam gi?” Arthur Dent hoi.

“Im di,” Zaphod Beeblebrox dé nghi.

Trillian khong néi gi. Co nghi, biét néi gi co chit?

Anh sang duy nhat trén dai chi huy 13 hai hinh tam gidc d6 18 mo &
goc dang xa, noi Marvin, con R6 Bot Hay Hoang H6t dang ngbi guc, khong
dé y dén ai va cting khong dwgc ai dé y dén, chim trong mot thé gidi riéng
chang lay gi lam dé chiju.

Quanh bang diéu khién trung tdm, bon hinh thu khom lwng tap trung
hét sitc dé gat ra khoi tam tri nhitng ct rung minh dang sg cta phi thuyén
va tiéng gam ra khung khiép am vang khap noi.
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Ho tap trung.

Ho tap trung thém nita.

R06i ho lai tap trung thém chut nita.

Tirng giay tich tac troi.

Hai vang trdn ctia Zaphod d6 mo6 héi hot, dau tién la vi tap trung, roi
sau la vi by boi, va cudi cung la vi xau ho.

Cudi cung ga gam lén mot tiéng tirc toi, giat tay ra khoi tay Trillian va
Ford, roi ddm manh c6ng tac den.

“A, thé ma ¢ twéng may dita khong dinh bat dén 1én chi,” mot giong
néi lén tiéng. “Khong, nhung dirng dé sang qua, mat ta yéu roi.”

Bo6n hinh thu nhdy bat day. Ho ti tir quay dau lai nhin, mac du da dau
ho ro rang dang c6 nhac ho bam 1ay vi tri cii.

“Roi. Lan nay la ai quiy qua ta?” mét dang nguwdi nho bé, xwong xau,
lvng cong ditng bén bui dwong xi & dau kia dai chi huy hoi. Hai cai dau pha
toc 1o pho cua cu trong c6 xwa dén noi nhin nhu thé ching chita dung ca
nhitng ky tc xa x0i vé su ra doi ctia cac thién ha. Mot cai dau dang guc
xuong ngu, con cai kia dang nheo nheo quac mat nhin ca bon. Néu mat gio
la da yéu thi chac tredce kia ching phai sac nhuw dao cat kim cuwong.

Zaphod lap bap day lo lang hoi lau. Ga lam mot dong tac gat dau kép
rat phitc tap, von la c chi té vé thanh kinh ctia con chdu véi ngudi trén
thuvong dung & Betelgeuse.

“O... 0, chdu chao cu...” ga hén hén.

Dang hinh gia nua nho bé kia lai gan ho. Cu nhin qua anh sang 10 mao.
Cu chia m6t ngén tay xwong xau vao chat minh.

“A,” cu quat, “ra la Zaphod Beeblebrox. Nguwdi cudi cung ctia dong
toc danh gia nha chung ta. Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Khong.”

“Pé Nhat chit a.”

“Pé Khong,” cu gia nat. Zaphod ghét giong cua cu. V6i ga, no nghe
nhu tiéng mong tay cao lén cai bang den ma ga wa coi la hon minh.
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Ga cya nguoi trén ghé.

“O, vang,” ga lam bam. “0, cu nay, chau xin 16i vé vu hoa hoét, chau
da dinh gtti roi, nhung ma ctra hang ding lic khong con vong hoa nén...”

“Anh quén!” Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Tt quat.

“Oda...”

“Luc nao ciing ban. Khéng nghi dén ngwoi khac bao gio. Nguoi song
dita nao cing thé.”

“Hai phut nita, Zaphod,” Ford thi tham, giong sg sét.

Zaphod lo lang cya quay.

“Vang, nhung chau da dinh gi hoa dén that ma,” ga néi. “Va chau sé
viét thu cho cu ba nita, ngay khi ching chau thoat dwoc...”

“Cu ba cta anh,” dang hinh nhé bé gay gudc tram tw néi mot minh.

“Vang,” Zaphod dap, “0, cu ba co6 khoe khong a? Nay nhé, chau sé
dén tham cu. Nhung trede hét ching chau phai...”

“Cu ba qua c0 cta anh va ta déu rat khoe,” Zaphod Beeblebrox dé T
cat giong khan duc.

“A. Thé a.”

“Nhung rat that vong vé anh, Zaphod tré tudi a...”

“Vang thi...” Zaphod cdm thdy bat lwc dén la ky, khong sao diéu
khién dwogc cude tro chuyén nay, va tiéng thd phi pho cta Ford bén tai cho
ga biét tirng gidy dong ho dang tich tac troi nhanh. Tiéng ram ram va nhitng
ct rung lac da tang 1én dén d6 kinh hoang. Ga thdy mat Arthur va Trillian
trang béch, mat nhin tran trdn trong béng t6i 16 mao.

“0, cu nay...”

“Chung ta da theo dai tinh hinh anh véi noi that vong tran tré...”
“Vang, nhung ma cu thay lic nay thi...”

“D6 la chwra ké dén noéi khinh bi!”

“Cu nghe chau noi mot ti dwgc khong...?”
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“Anh dang lam gi doi minh thé?”

“Chéu dang bi mot ham doi Vog tan cong!” Zaphod kéu 1én. Ga c6 noi
qua lén chit dinh, nhwng dé 1a co hoi duy nhat cta ga dé tong dat muc tiéu
co ban cua cudc gdp go nay cho cu.

“Chang lam ta ngac nhién mdy nao,” than hinh lu khu nhé bé nhiin
val.

“Chi la n6é dang xdy ra ngay luc nay, cu thay ddy,” Zaphod cuéng quyt.

Hon béng cia cu ga gat dau, nhat 1én cai coc Arthur Dent da cam vao,
va cham chi ngam nghia.

“0... cu0i...”

“Anh c6 biét 1a,” hon ma ngat 10i, nhin thang vao Zaphod day nghiém
khac, “quy dao cua hanh tinh Betelgeuse 5 vita m@i bi 1éch tdm mot chut
khong?”

Zaphod khong biét va cling chang con long da nao ma quan tam dén
thong tin d6, vi day nhitng tiéng am 1, r6i lai con nguy co nhan tién la chét
dén noi va cac thi nita.

“0, khong a... cu nghe ndy,” gi néi.

“La do ta dang tran tré trong mo!” cu ctia ga quat 1én. Cu ném cai coc
xuong va chia mot ngén tay gay nhw que cti, run run va trong su6t vé phia
Zaphod.

“L0i tai anh!” cu rit 1én.

“MGt phit ba mwoi,” Ford lam bam, dau guc vao tay.

“Vang, cu nay, cu c6 giup duoc gi khong bai vi...”

“Gitp ay a?” cu gia kéu 1én nhw thé c6 ai vira héi xin cu mét con
chon.

“Vang, gidp, va gitp ngay bay gio, bdi vi néu khong...”

“Giup!” cu gia nhac lai nhw thé c6 ai vira hoi xin cu mot con chon
nuwong via Itra kep banh mi kem khoai tay ran. Cu dirng sttng ra do.
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“Anh won eo khap Ngan Ha véi céi li...” - cu vung tay vé khinh bi -
“lt ban bat hao cua anh, ban dén néi khong dem dwgc mét vong hoa dén
dat 1én mo ta, hoa nhya cling dwgc, ma véi anh thi hoa nhwa la hét sitc thich
hop r6i, nhung khéng. Ban qua. Hién dai qua. Pa nghi qué - cho dén khi
bong nhién anh gap rac roi va thé la ti dwng anh lai n6i mau mé tin Ién!”

Cu lac dau - that can than, dé khong danh thitc cai dau con lai, né da
bat dau cwa quay khong yén.

“Vay day, ta khong biét nita, Zaphod tré tudi a,” cu ndi tiép, “ta nghi ta
sé phai suy tinh vé chuyén nay cai da.”

“Mot phat mudi,” Ford néi giong trong rong.

Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Tt t0 mo nhin anh ta.

“Tai sao cai ga kia chi toan néi con so thé?” cu héi.

“Nhitng con s6 do,” Zaphod cuc can dap, “la thoi gian chiing chau con
lai trén doi.”

“A,” cu ctia ga thot 1én. Cu gam gir. “Ta thi khong can hé, tat nhién,”
cu noi va lui vao mot goc toi hon trén dai chi huy, tim thit gi khac dé choc
ngoay.

Zaphod cam thay minh dang lay bay bén b& vic ciia mot con dién va
tw hoi cé nén nhdy luén xudng cho xong khong.

“Cu 0i,” ga noéi, “nhung n6 can hé dén ching chau! Ching chau van
con song, nhung chiing chau sap hét doi roi.”

“Thé ciling tot.”

“Sao ca?”

“DP0di cda anh thi cé ich gi cho ai? Khi ta nghi dén nhitng gi anh da lam
trong cai doi cta anh, ta khong thé khéng nghi dén tir ‘16n tung phéo’.”

“Nhung chau da 1a Tong Thong Ngan Ha day a!”

“Huw,” cu ga lau bau. “Nguoi nha Beeblebrox ma lai lam cai nghé nhw
thé?”

“0, cai gi co? La Tong Thong duy nhat day! Cuaa ca Ngan Ha!”

https://thuviensach.vn



“P6 ctin khung vénh vang.”

Zaphod béi r6i chép mat.

“Ho-0, néi thé 1a thé nao, 130 ndy? Y chau la thwa cy.”

Than hinh cong lwng nho thé tién tdi trvdc mdt chat minh va nghiém
nghi go 1én dau gbi ga. Ctt chi nay nhac Zaphod nhé rang ga dang noi
chuyén véi mot bong ma, vi ga chang cam thay gi ca.

“Ca anh lan ta déu biét lam Tong Thong nghia la gi, Zaphod tré tudi a.
Anh biét vi anh da trdi qua nd, con ta biét vi ta da chét va cai chét cho
ngudi ta cai nhin cuc ky sang suét. O trén ay chiing ta c6 cau ‘Ngudi song
dwgc song cling uong’.”

“Vang,” Zaphod cay cu néi, “hay lam. Sau sac lam. Lic nay cau cach
ngon cling gia tri vdi chau nhw 16 trong dau ay.”

“Nam muoi giay,” Ford Prefect hyc lén.

“Ta dang no6i chuyén gi ay nhi?” Zaphod Beeblebrox dé Tt hoi.

“Lén madt day doi,” Zaphod Beeblebrox nai.

“A i

“That sy la lao gia nay cé gitp ching ta dwogc khong day?” Ford thi
thao hoi Zaphod.

“Khong ai khac giap dugc cd,” Zaphod thi thao dap.

Ford chéan néan gat dau.

“Zaphod!” hon ma no6i, “anh trd thanh Téng Théng Ngan Ha vi mot ly
do cu thé. Anh da quén ro6i hay sao?”

“Chung ta néi chuyén nay sau dugc khong a?”

“Anh da quén roi hay sao?” hon ma van khang khang.

“Vang! Tat nhién la chdu quén! Chau phai quén chit. Sau khi nham
chirc 1a nguoi ta kiém tra ndo ngay, cu biét ddy. Néu ho thay dau chau day
nhitng y nghi ma lanh thi chau sé bj tong c6 ra dwong ma chang c6 gi trong
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tii ngoai mot khoan lwong huwu kha kha, mot doi thu ky, mot ham doi, va
doi cai co bi cat.”

“A,” hon ma gat dau hai long, “titc 12 anh van con nhé!” Cu ngirng 15i
choc lat.

“T6t,” cu ndi, va tiéng am 1 ding lai.

“Bon muoi tam gidy,” Ford n6i. Anh ta lai liéc nhin dong ho r6i gé go
1én d6. Anh ta ngang lén.

“Nay, tiéng on dirng lai r6i,” anh ta noi.

MGt anh tinh nghich 16e 1én trong cdp mat nho sac lem cia hon ma.

“Ta da kéo tr1 thoi gian lai mot chut,” cu noi, “nhung chi la mot chut
th6i. Ta khong mudn cac anh chi bé 1& nhitng diéu ta can noi.”

“Khong, cu nghe day, lao gia lan than trong suodt kia,” Zaphod nhay
bat ra khoi ghé néi. “A - cdm on cu da ding thoi gian, van van, rat tuyét,
rdt tot, hét sdy, nhung B - xin cu mién cho bai thuyét gido, dugc chit? Chau
khong biét cai diéu vi dai ma chau dang Ié phdi lam nay la gi, va nom c6 vé
nhw chau cting khong nén biét. Va chau rat ghét nhw thé, cu hiéu chwa?

“Chau truwde kia thi biét. Chau trudce kia c6 quan tam. Bwgc roi, it cho
la thé di. Nhung chau trwée kia da quan tam dén mitc han ty chui vao nao
minh - ndo chau - va khoa kin nhitng phan biét va quan tam di, vi néu chau
biét va quan tam thi chau sé khéng lam dwgc. Chau sé khong thé tré thanh
Tong Thong, va chau sé khong thé danh cap phi thuyén nay, ma chac han
ddy la mot viéc rat hé trong.

“Nhung céi thang chau trwée kia da tw giét minh, diung khong, khi han
thay d6i ndo chau nhu thé? O ké, ddy 1a Iwa chon ctia hdn. Thing chau méi
day cling co nhitng lwa chon cua rieng minh, va that trung hgp lam sao,
nhitng lwa chon dé lai bao gom viéc khong them biét va khong thém quan
tam dén cai vu hoanh trang nay, cho du né la cai gi di chang nita. Han
muon thé, va han da dwgc thé.

“Chi c6 diéu cai thang chau cii lai van c6 gianh cho minh quyén diéu
khién, nén da dé lai ménh lénh cho chau trong cai phan ndo han da khoéa
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kin. Dao, chdu khong muon biét va khong muon nghe. D6 1a Iya chon cia
chéau. Chau sé khong lam con rdi cho ai giat day hét, nhat la chinh ban than
minh.”

Zaphod dién gian dam manh 1én bang diéu khién, khong hay biét gi
dén nhitng cai nhin sitng s& dang chia vao ga.

“T6i cii da chét roi!” ga lam nham. “Ty t r6i! Nguwdi chét khong nén
¢ lai va tim cach can thiép vao chuyén ctia nguoi séng!”

“Thé ma anh lai van goi ta dén gitp anh thoat khéi rac r6i,” hon ma

“A,” Zaphod lai ngdi xuéng va néi, “day 1a chuyén khac ma, phai
khong?”

Ga yéu 6t nhe rang cwoi véi Trillian.

“Zaphod,” hon ma cét giong khan khan, “ta nghi ly do duy nhat ta phi
hoi n6i vGi anh 1a vi ta da chét r6i nén chang con can hoi lam gi khac.”

“Puogc roi,” Zaphod noi, “thé sao cu khéng cho chau biét bi mat dai su
la gi di. Th cho chau biét xem.”

“Zaphod, anh biét khi lam Téng Thong Ngan Ha, cling nhu Yooden
Vranx treedc anh, rang Tong Thong chang la cai tha gi. Mot con s6 khong.
Pau do6 trong béng téi dang sau la mot nguwoi khac, mot sinh vat khac, mot
thit gi d6 khac, vGi quyeén t6i thwrong. Nguwdi nay, hay sinh vat nay, hay thi
gi do nay, anh phai tim ra ngwoi cai quan Ngan Ha nay, va - theo nhu chiing
ta doan - ca cac thién ha khac nita. C¢ 1€ la ca Vi Tru cling nén.”

“Tal sa0?”

“Tai sao dy a?” hon ma kinh ngac thot 1én. “Tai sao dy h? Nhin
quanh ma xem di, nhdc, anh c6 thidy giong nhv Vi Tru dang nam trong tay
nguoi biét cai quan n6 khéng?”

“Cling dau dén n6i nao.”

Hon ma gia trirtng mat nhin ga.
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“Ta sé khong cai nhau vdi anh. Anh c hdy dwa phi thuyén nay, cai phi
thuyén chay Pong Co Can Bat Kha nay, dén noi n6 can dén. Anh sé lam
vay. bung nghi anh c6 thé tron tranh trach nhiém. Trwong Bat Kha diéu
khién anh, anh nam trong tay n6. Cai gi day?”

Cu dang ding go go 1én mot trong cac may cua Eddie, May Tinh Phi
Thuyén. Zaphod giai thich cho cu.

“N6 dang lam gi thé?”

“No0 dang tim cach,” Zaphod noi va@i vé ty chu phi thwong, “pha tra.”

“T6t,” cu ga noi, “ta rat tan thanh chuyén do6. Gio thi Zaphod,” cu noi,
quay lai vay mot ngon tay vGi ga, “ta khong biét liéu anh c6 da kha nang
thanh cong trong cong viéc nay cua anh khong. Ta nghi anh sé khong tranh
dwgc dau. Nhung ta da chét qua lau va qua mét dé quan tam nhiéu nhw
trwdc roi. Ly do chinh ma ta gitp anh 1a vi ta khong chiu néi cai y nghi
rang anh va dam ban hién dai ctia anh sé wGn eo & trén nay. Hiéu khong?”

“Hiéu a, cdm on cu nhiéu.”

“A ma Zaphod nay?”

“0, sao a?”

“Néu c6 lic nao anh lai can trg giip, anh biét day, néu gap rac réi va
can gitp mot tay dé thoat khoi canh hiém ngheo...”

“Thi sao a?”

“Thi dirng ngan ngai ma xéo di.”

Chi trong vong mot giay, mot chdp sang 16e 1én tir doi tay kho héo cua
hon ma gia coi kia chiéu vao may tinh, hon ma bién mat, ca dai chi huy sac
sua khéi cuén cudn, va phi thuyén Trdi Tim Vang nhdy qua mot khodng
cach khong tinh néi, xuyén qua khong gian va thoi gian.
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CHUONG

Céch dé muoi nam anh sang, Gag Halfrunt nhéch nu cuwdi rong ra thém
vai nac nita. Khi ngdm nhin hinh anh trén man hinh ctia minh, dugc truyén
qua mang ha etha tr dai chi huy trén tau Vog, han thay nhithg manh trueong
lyc cubi cung ciaa Trdi Tim Vang rach toac, va chi€c phi thuyén bién mat
gitta mot cum khoi.

Tot, han tham nghi.

Hét doi mdy ké song sét cudi cung con lai sau vu pha huy Trai Bat do
han ra 1énh, han tham nghi.

Keét thic cai thi nghiém day nguy hiém (d6i véi nganh tam ly hoc) va
pha hoai (cling doi vGi nganh tam ly hoc) hong tim ra Cau Héi cho Cau Tra
Loi Toi Thwong vé Sw Song, Vii Tru va Van Vat, han tham nghi.

Sé c6 an mung voi cac dong nghiép han toi nay, va sang mai ca bon sé
gdp lai nhitng bénh nhan khon kho, béi roi, va cuc ky ra tién cia minh, an
tam biét ring tit gid Y Nghia Cudc Song sé khong con dugc hé 16 ditt diém,
thue s va hay hém nita, han tham nghi.

“Nguoi nha Iic nao ciing dén xau hé nhi?” Ford néi véi Zaphod khi
khoi bat dau tan dan.

Anh ta ngttng lai, r6i nhin quanh.

“Zaphod dau?” anh ta hai.

Arthur va Trillian ngo ngac nhin quanh. Ho tai mét, run ray, va khong
biét Zaphod dang & dau.

“Marvin?” Ford goi. “Zaphod dau?”
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Mot tich tac sau anh ta hai:

“Marvin dau?”

Géc tén nguwoi may vira dirng trong khong.

Ca phi thuyén im ldng nhw td. N6 nam giita khong gian den tham.
Choc choc nd lai lac lw va chao ddo. Moi may méc déu tat ngém, moi man
hinh déu tat ngém. Ho hoi may tinh. N6 néi:

“Rat tiéc t0i dang tam thoi ngat moi kénh lién lac. Trong lic cho doi,
xin moi thuweng thite chit nhac nhe.”

Ho tat nhac nhe.

Ho tim kiém khap moi ng6c ngach trén phi thuyén, moéi lic mot boi
roi va hodng hot hon. Pau dau ciling im lang chét chéc. Khong thidy dau vét
nao cua Zaphod hay Marvin.

Mot trong nhitng khu vire cudi cung ho tim la céi khoang nhé noi dat
chiéc may Dinh Duwong Ty Dong.

Trén dia ldy d6 ctia May Téng Hgp B6 Udng Dinh Dudng Ty Dong la
mot cai khay nhé, véi ba chiéc chén kém dia sit mong, mot binh st dung
sita, mot am tra bang bac dwng thit tra ngon nhat Arthur titng dwgc ném va
mot mau gidy nhé in chir “Xin dgi”.
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CHUONG

Cé ngwoi ndi Tieu Hung Tinh Beta 1a mot trong nhitng noi kinh khing
nhat trén toan Vi Tru da biét.

Mac du n6 giau niit d6 do vach, nang ruc rd dén khiang khiép, lai day
nhéc nhitng ngwoi thu vi tuyét voi hon cd qua lyu day hot, ta khong thé
khong nhac dén viéc, khi mot sé tap chi Dan choi gan day cho dang mot bai
bao véi tiéu dé “Chan Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta titc la ta da chan doi”, thi so
nguoi tw t noi day lap tirc tang 1én gap bon chi trong vong mot dém.

Ciing chang phai la trén Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta cé dém.

N6 la mot hanh tinh thuéc vung Tay, va do mot quai tat khé hiéu va
hoi dang ngo vé dia hinh, cd hanh tinh chi toan bo bién can nhiét dgi. Do
mot quai tat cling dang ngo khong kém vé mat tinh hoc twong doi cua thoi
gian, @ do hau nhu lic nao ciing la chiéu thit By ngay truedc gio cac quan
bar ven bién dong ctra.

Dang séng chinh trén Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta khong dwa ra 16i giai thich
hgp 1y nao cho hai viéc nay, ma cht yéu danh thoi gian dé tim dén su giac
ngo tam linh bang cach chay quanh cac bé boi va chiic cac Vién Chitc Biéu
Tra dén tir iy Ban Quan Ly Dia-Thoi Gian Ngan Ha “c6 mot budi di
thwong tot lanh”.

Chi c6 mot thanh pho duy nhét trén Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta, va n6 chi
duwgc goi la thanh pho vi bé boi & d6 nam day dac hon cac noi khac chut
x1u.

Néu dén gan thanh phé Anh Sang bing dudng khong - va ciing khong
c6 cach nao khac dé dén do, khéng dwong bo, khong bén cang - néu ban
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khong bay tau bay thi ngudi ta sé ching thém doén ban & thanh phé Anh
Sang - ban sé thdy tai sao né co cai tén nay. O day mat trdi chidu sang ruc
rd hon tat ca, chéi 1oi trén cac bé boi, long lanh trén nhitng dai 16 trang tinh,
hai bén trong co, lung linh trén nhitng than hinh rdm nang khée manh di
nguwgc xudi trén duwong, 14p lanh trén cac biét thwy, cac bai dap phi thuyén
mo 4o, cac quan bar bai bién, va van van.

DPac biét mat trdi chiéu roi trén mot toa nha, mot toa nha cao tuyét dep
gom hai toa thap trang ba muoi tang dwgc ndi véi nhau bdi mot cay cau &
quang gitra.

Noi nay la mai nha ctia mot cudn sach, va né dugc xay ¢ day bang tién
thu dugce sau mot vu kién ban quyén khac thwong gitta cac bién tap vién
cu6n sach va mot cong ty ngii coc an sang.

Cudn sach la mot cudn bi kip, mot cuén cam nang du lich.

N6 la mot trong nhitng cudn sach xuat ching nhat, va chac chan la
cubn sach thanh cong nhat tirng ra 10 tir nhitng tap doan xuat ban vi dai trén
Tiéu Hung Tinh - dwgc yéu thich hon Doi bat dau & tuéi ndm trdm ndm
muoi, ban chay hon Thuyét Vu N6 Lén - Cdi nhin c¢d nhdn ciua Eccentrica
Gallumbits (c6 diém ba vi trén hanh tinh Eroticon 6) va gay nhiéu tranh cai
hon cudn sach bom tdn mdi nhat cia Oolon Colluphid c6 tén Tat cd nhirng
diéu ban chua bao gio muén biét vé tinh duc nhung bi bdt ép phdi tim ra.

(O nhiéu trong s6 cac nén van minh thoai mai hon trén Ria Vién Dong
Ngan Ha, n6 da tir 1au hat cang Bdch Khoa Toan Thw Ngdn Ha vi dai trong
vai tro kho tiéu chuan chita moi tri thitc lan tri khon, vi cho dau boé lo nhiéu
diéu khong nhac dén lan bao ham v6 khdéi nguy tac, hodc it ra cling thiéu
chinh xac cyc ky, né lai vugt diém cong trinh i ach hon, gia c6i hon kia &
hai khia canh. Thi¢ nhat, n6é hoi ré hon mot ti, va thi¢ hai n6 cé hai cht
DUNG HOANG rap néi kho to than thién trén bia.)

Tat nhién, cudn sach nay chinh la ban déng hanh khéng gi sanh noi
cho tat ca nhitng ai mudn nhin ngam cac ky quan cta Vi Tru chi v6i chua
dén ba mwoi do la Ngwu Lang mot ngay - Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha.
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Néu ditng quay lwng lai sanh chinh ctia khu van phong Bi kip (v6i diéu
kién ban da ha canh va di boi roi tam mot chit cho sang khoai) réi di vé
phia DBong, ban sé di xudi bong mat rop 1a cta dai 16 Sy Song, kinh ngac
tredc mau vang 6ng nhat ctia nhitng bai bién trdi dai bén tay trai, strng so
chitng kién nhitng tay lwét séng tam linh than nhién lo Ittng cach dau ngon
song hon ntra mét nhw thé chang cé chuyén gi dac biét, ngac nhién va rot
cudc la hoi khé chiu véi nhitng cay co khong 16 ¢t ngam nga nhitng not
pho vO nghia su6t ltc ban ngay, hay néi cach khac la lién tuc.

Néu di dén cudbi dai 16 Sy S6ng, ban sé tién vao khu mua sam
Lalamatine, v&i nhitng cay bolonut va nhitng quan ca phé via he, noi nguoi
dan THT-Beta dén thw gian sau mot budi chiéu vat va thw gian trén bai
bién. Khu Lalamatine la mét trong nhitng noi hiém hoi trén hanh tinh
khong tan hwdng mot chiéu thir Bdy vinh hang - thay vao dé, & day lic nao
cling la cai mat mé ctia mot toi thit Bdy. Dang sau d6 la cac hop dém.

Néu, vao cai ngay, cai bubi chiéu, hay budi t6i cu thé nay - ban goi né
la gi thi tuy - ban da tién vao quan ca phé via hé thit hai bén tay phai, ban sé
thdy nhitng nhém nguwdi THT-Beta quen thudc dang tan gau, udng nuwdc, va
thw gian nhuw thuwong 1€, chéc choc lai li€c nhin dong hé ctia nhau xem
ching dat dén mitc nao.

Ban ciing sé thdy mot cdp qua giang tau bay quan do x0c xéch tw
Algol, ho vira t6i noi sau mdy ngay di nho vat va trén mot tau khung van
sao Nguoi Gitr Gau. Ho tic toi va kinh ngac phat hién ra rang & day, ngay
sat van phong Bi kip qua giang vao Ngan Ha, ma mot ly nwéc hoa qua binh
thuong lai c6 gia tGi hon sau muoi do la Nguu Lang.

“Bon phan thung,” mot trong hai nguoi cay cu noi.

Néu lic dé ban nhin sang ban sat ban bén, ban sé chi thdy Zaphod
Beeblebrox dang ngoi vé bdi roi sttng so.

Ly do khién ga boi roi la méi nam gidy trwedc ga con dang ngoi trén
dai chi huy cuaa phi thuyén Trdi Tim Vang.

“Pung la phan thung,” giong ndéi no lai 1én tiéng.
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Zaphod lo lang li€c mat nhin hai ngwdi qua giang tau bay xdc xéch &
ban bén. Ga dang & cho quai nao thé nay? Lam sao ga dén dwogc day? Phi
thuyén cua ga dau? Tay ga so mo tay ghé ga dang ngoi, roi so dén cai ban
tredc mat. Ching c6 vé kha chac chan. Ga ng6i im nhu twgng.

“Sao ho c6 thé ngoi viét sach hwdng dan cho ngwoi qua giang tau bay
& mot cho nhw thé nay?” giong néi kia tiép tuc. “Ci¥ nhin quanh xem. Nhin
ma xem!”

Zaphod dang nhin day. Cho nay ciing dwgc ddy, ga nghi. Nhung day la
dau? Va tai sao?

Ga luc trong tui 1ay hai cdp kinh ram. Ciing trong cai tdi ay ga thay cé
mot mau kim loai rat nang, nhan, cing, khong biét la gi. Ga 16i n6é ra ngam.
Ga chép mat nhin n6 kinh ngac. Sao ga lai c6 n6 nhi? Ga bé né lai vao tai
roi deo kinh lén, cau kinh khi phat hién ra mau kim loai da lam xwéc mot
mat kinh. Nhung du sao ga cling thay dé chiu hon nhiéu khi deo kinh xong.
Do 1a cap kinh dap Siéu Sac Nhay Nguy Hiém Joo Janta 200, dugc thiét ké
ddc biét dé gitp nguoi deo vao cé tam thé thodi mai trudc moi hiém nguy.
Ngay khi c6 moi nguy, cap kinh sé déi sang mau den si va do dé tranh cho
ban phéi nhin thay bat ky diéu gi c6 thé khién ban hoang hot.

Ngoai trit vét xuwdc thi mat kinh van trong. Ga thoai mai hon, nhung
chi mot chut thoi.

Tén qua giang tau bay van dang tiép tuc gian dit trt'ng mat nhin ly
nuwdc hoa qua dat cat c6 cta han.

“Chuyén dén Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta chinh la diéu té nhat c6 thé xay ra
v&i cuon Bi kip,” tén nay lau bau, “ho dam ra éo 1a hét. May biét khong, tao
con nghe noi ho da tao ra cd mot Vi Tru dién ti¥ tong hgp trong mot van
phong dé c6 thé di thyce té viét bai vao ban ngay con ban dém van tiéc ting
dwgc. Mdc du & day ngay véi dém thi cling chang cé nghia gi.”

Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta, Zaphod tham nghi. {t ra thi gi® g ciing biét
minh dang ¢ dau. Ga doan viéc nay la do cu cua ga, nhung tai sao?

https://thuviensach.vn



Mot y nghi bong ndy ra trong dau ga, khién ga rat kho chiu. D6 la mét
y nghi hét sitc 10 rang va cu thé, va gio ga da biét cach nhan ra nhitng y
nghi kiéu dy. Ban nang cta ga la 1o ching di. Ching la nhitng y nghi da
dwgc dinh doat san tw trong khu t6i tam va khoéa kin cua tam tri ga.

Ga ngoi yén va hung han tang 10 y nghi dé. N6 dan vat ga. Ga 1o no
di. N6 dan vat ga. Ga lo n6 di. N6 dan vat ga. Ga danh chiu thua.

Me kiép, ga tv nhu, ct budng xudi vay. Ga da qua mét, boi rdi, va déi
nén chang con long da nao ma cwdng lai nita. Ga con chang biét y nghi dé
nghia la gi.
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CHUONG

11
A 16? Vang? Nha xuat ban Megadodo, noi xuat ban Bi kip qud giang

vao Ngdn Ha, cuén sach muwdi phan xuat ching nhat trén toan Vi Tru da
biét, xin nghe?” con con trung to twdng canh hong néi vao mot trong s6 bay
muoi chiéc dién thoai nam doc cai ban tiép tan dai ménh moéng bang crém
dat ngoai tién sanh van phong Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha. N6 dap canh
chap chdi réi ddo mat. N6 tri'ng mat nhin dam loai nguwdi nhéch nhac ditng
day tién sanh, lam ban ca tham trai va dé lai nhitng dau tay do day trén dém
ghé. No rat thich dwgc lam viéc cho Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha, nhung
n6 chi wdc sao cé cach nao do khién dam nguwoi qua giang kia tranh cho xa.
Chang phai bon ho nén lang thang & may cai cang khong gian ban thiu hay
sao? N6 dam chac minh dd doc dwgc dau do6 trong cudn sach ay vé tam
quan trong cua viéc lang thang & may cang khong gian ban thiu. That
khong may, phan 16n bon ho lai dén lang thang & cdi tién sanh sach sé sang
béng xinh xan nay ngay sau khi lang thang & nhitng cang khong gian cyc
ky ban thiu. Va ho chi biét kéu ca thoi. Cap canh ctia né khé run lén.

“Gl c0?” n6 noi vao dién thoai. “Vang, t6i da nhan lai v&i ong
Zarniwoop roi, nhung t6i e la 6ng ay dang qua mat lanh khong gap anh vao
lic nay duge. Ong ay dang di du thuyén quanh Ngan Ha.”

N6 vay mot cai xtc tu cau kinh véi mét trong s6 nhitng ngudi nhéch
nhac dang gian di tim cach thu hut sy chu y ciaa né. Cai xuc tu cau kinh chi
cho nguwoi gian dir kia hay nhin vao tam bién bao trén twong phia bén trai
né chit dirng cat ngang mot cudc goi quan trong.
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“Vang,” con con trung néi, “ong ay c6 mat & van phong, nhung éng ay
dang di du thuyén quanh Ngan Ha. Rat cdm on da goi dén.” N6 dap manh
cai dién thoai xudng.

“Doc bién bao di,” n6 néi véi nguwoi gian dit dang c6 than phién vé
mot trong nhitng thong tin thudc loai sai 1éch dén ngd ngan va nguy hiém
hon hét trong cuén séach.

Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha la ngudi ban dong hanh khong thé thiéu
do6i véi nhitng ai mudn ly gidi cudc song trong mot Vi Tru roi ram va kho
hiéu dén v6 cung, vi mdc du khong thé ky vong né hitu ich hay chita dung
thong tin vé moi van dé, it ra n6 ciling khang dinh mot diéu dang an tam, dé
la ch6 nao no sai léch, it ra ciing la sai 1éch chinh xdc. Trong nhitng truong
hop khac biét 16n, chinh thyc tai mai la sai.

D6 chinh 1a ndi dung tdm bién bao. N6 dé chit “Cudn Bi kip la chinh
xac. Thuye tai thwong co sai sot.”

Diéu nay da dan dén nhiéu hé qua tha vi. Vi du, khi cac chu bién cia
cuobn Bi kip bi kién badi gia dinh nhitng nguwoi da chét vi hiéu phan hwéng
dan danh cho hanh tinh Traal theo nghia den (hwéng dan nay viét “Quai
Thi Bo Rép Pham An thudng lam mot bita &n ngon cho cac du khach dén
thim” thay vi “Quai Thid Bo Rép Pham An thwdng 1am mot bita dn ngon
bdng céac du khach dén tham”), thi ho tuyén bo rang cau nay viét theo cach
trong sach nghe hay hon vé mat thim my, r6i cho goi mot thi si c6 bang
cap dén lam chitng trudc toa rang cai dep la chan ly, chan ly la cai dep, va
vi thé mong sao chitng minh dwgc rang Sy Song chinh 1a bén c6 tdi trong
vu nay vi chang dep ma ciling chang phai la chan ly. Cac quan toa da dong
tinh, va bang mot dién van cam dong tuyén an Sy Song toi khinh thi toa,
dong thoi tich thu thich dang sy song ti tat ca nhitng nguwdi c6 mat ¢ do,
tredc khi di choi mot chau siéu cue golf trong mot budi téi thu vi.

Zaphod Beeblebrox buwdc vao tién sanh. Ga bwdc t6i trrdc mat con
con trung 1€ tan.

“R0i,” ga noi, “Zarniwoop dau? Goi Zarniwoop ngay cho tao.”
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“Xin 16i ngai chit?” con c6n trung dap, giong gia bang. N6 khong
thich bi hoi chuyén theo cach nay.

“Zarniwoop. Goi lao di, dugc chwra? Goi lao ngay.”

“Thwa ngai,” con con truing mong manh gat, “néu ngai c6 thé gilt mat
lanh hon mot chat...”

“Nghe day,” Zaphod néi, “tao ngdy cai mat lanh 1én tan c6 roi, o
chwa? Tao gig lanh kinh ngac dén noéi c6 thé trir mot tang thit & trong tao
dén ca thang. Tao sanh ngau dén ndi kh6 dom néi qua dau chinh tao nira.
Gio thi c6 goi 1ao khong hay la dé tao phai n6 day?”

“Thwra ngai, xin ngai dé t6i giai thich,” con con trung noi, goé go cai
xUc tu cu kinh nhét trong s6 mdy cai xic tu cta né, “toi e la gio thi khong
thé vi 6ng Zarniwoop dang di du thuyén lién Ngan Ha.”

Chét tiét, Zaphod tham nghi.

“Khi nao thi lao vé?” ga hoi.

“V@é u, thwa ngai? Ong ay dang & trong vin phong roi.”

Zaphod ngtrng lai trong lic ndo co suy cho thau céi y nghi nay. Ga
khong lam dugc.

“Thang cha nay dang di du thuyén lién Ngan Ha... trong vdn phong
cta ldo u?” Ga cui ngudi ra trede va tim 1y mot cai xuc tu dang go go.

“Nghe day, d6 ba mat,” ga noi, “dirng c6 c6 ky quai hon tao, tao cé
nhitng th ky quai hon may tang kém mién phi trong hop ngii coc an sang
cda tao day.”

“Thé anh nghi anh la ai ha anh giai?” con c6n trung khua chan cang
hon hén, canh run 1én vi gian dit. “Zaphod Beeblebrox chac?”

“Pém dau tao di,” Zaphod ha giong khan khan noi.

Con c6n trung chdp mat nhin ga. N6 chép mat nhin ga lan nita.

“Ngai la Zaphod Beeblebrox that u?” no ré 1én.

“0,” Zaphod dap, “nhung dirng néi to khong dita nao ciing sé& doi mot
miéng day.”
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“Ngai Zaphod Beeblebrox c6 mét khong hai day w?”

“Khong, chi la mét trong so cac Zaphod Beeblebrox thoi; may khong
biét tao ban theo goi sau thang a?”

Con con trung dap xuc tu vao nhau vé lo sg.

“Nhung thwa ngai,” no the thé néi, “toi vira nghe trén ban tin radio ha
etha. Ho bao ngai da chét roi...”

“Thi dung thé,” Zaphod noi, “chi la tao chwa ngirng chuyén dong thoi.
Nao. Tao c6 thé tim Zarniwoop & dau?”

“A thi, thwa ngdi, vin phong cua 6ng dy trén ting muoi 1dm, nhung

“Nhung lao dang di du thuyén lién Ngan Ha, biét roi, lam sao dé 1én
dugc cho 130?”

“Cac May Van Chuyén Ngudoi Theo Chiéu Doc Vui Vé cia Tap Poan
biéu Khién Hoc Thién Lang m&i dugc lap dat & goc kia, thwa ngai. Nhung
thwa ngai...”

Zaphod da quay lung dinh di. Ga quay lai.

“Gi?” ga hoi.

“T0i c6 thé hdi tai sao ngai lai mudn gap 6ng Zarniwoop khong a?”

“Pugc chit,” Zaphod ndi, ban than ga cling khong r6 vé diém nay, “tao
da ty bao minh la phai lam thé.”

“Ngai noi sao a?”

Zaphod ctii nguwdi vé phia triuéc vé bi mat.

“Tao vira m@i hién hinh ra tw khong khi ¢ trong mot quan ca phé caa
bon may,” ga noéi, “hau qua cudc cai nhau véi hén ma cu cua tao. Tao vira
c6 mat & day thi thang tao cii, cai ga da choc ngody nao tao 4y, hién ra trong
dau tao va bao ‘Dén gap Zarniwoop di.” Tao chwa bao gio nghe tén thang
cha ndy. Tao chi biét c6 thé. A vé6i ca biét ring tao phai di tim ngudi cai
quan toan Vi Tru nita.”

Ga nhay mat.
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“Thwa ngai Beeblebrox,” con con trung néi vé ngd ngang day thanh
kinh, “ngai ky quai dén noi ngai nén & trong phim mdi phai.”

“0,” Zaphod dép, v v6 1én cai canh mau hong 1ap lanh cta thi dé,
“con may, cung a, thi nén gia nhap doi thuce di.”

Con con trung ngoi im trong chdc lat dé tinh lai sau ct soc nay, roi tho
xUc tu ra nhac 1én mot cai dién thoai dang do chudng.

Mot ban tay kim loai gitt n6 lai.

“Xin 16i,” cht cua ban tay kim loai néi v6i giong han da khién mot
con con trung uy mi hon phai khoc oa.

Nhung con nay chang phai thudc loai nhw thé, va né khong chiu dugc
bon nguoi may.

“Vang, thira anh,” n6 gat, “t6i c6 thé gitp anh gi khong?”

“Toi ngo la khong,” Marvin dap.

“Néu da nhw vay thi xin phép anh...” Sau cai dién thoai dang do
chudng. Hang triéu thit dang can sy chu y ctia con con trung.

“Khong ai c6 thé gitp tdi dugc,” Marvin ré ré tiép.

“Vang, thua anh, nhung ma...”

“Ciling chang phai la c6 ai tirng thit gitp.” Ban tay kim loai budng
thong xudng bén minh Marvin. Bau n6 hoi guc xudng.

“Thé co a,” con con trung chua ngoa ndi.

“Giup mot tén nguwoi may lam viéc vat thi dang cho ai dau, dung
khong?”

“T0i rat tiéc, thra anh, néu...”

“Y toi 13, t6 ra ti t& hay gitip d& mot tén ngudi mdy thi lgi ich phan
lang gi néu n6 khong c6 ti mach biét on nao?”

“Va anh khong c6 ti nao v?” con con trung hoi, dwong nhu né6 khong
thé ditt ra khoi cudc tro chuyén nay dugc.

“T6i con chwa c6 dip nao tim hiéu,” Marvin tran tinh.
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“Nghe day, dong sat vun khon kho kém hoa nhap kia...”

“Khong dinh hoi xem t6i mudn gi u?”

Con c6n trung nging lai. N6 phéng cai [wGi dai manh ra liém mat réi
lai thut 1wdi vao.

“Co6 dang khong?” no hai.

“Co thr gi la dang chit?” Marvin dap lai ngay.

“Thé... anh... muobn... gi?”

“Toi dang tim mot nguwoi.”

“Ai?” con con trung rit.

“Zaphod Beeblebrox,” Marvin noi, “ngudi dang ¢ dang kia kia.”

Con c6n trung run 1én vi gian. N6 gan nhu khong néi noi.

“Thé sao anh con héi t6i?” né thét lén.

“T6i chi mudn néi chuyén véi cai gi do,” Marvin dap.

“Cai gi!”

“Tham hai that, phai khong?”

Gitra nhitng tiéng banh rang kin kit, Marvin quay ngwoi 1é buéc di. N6
bat kip Zaphod dang tién vé phia thang mdy. Zaphod kinh ngac quay ngoat
lai.

“E... Marvin?” g héi. “Marvin! Sao mdy dén dugc day?”

Marvin budc long phai thot ra mot diéu ma khoé khan 1am n6é méi chap
nhan dugc.

“Toi khong biét,” né dap.

“Nhung...”

“T6i dang ngoi trén tau cua 6ng va thdy buon vo ké, thé roi bong nhién
toi lai ditng ¢ day, cam thay cuc ky khoé s¢. Chac do mot Treong Bat Kha.”

“0,” Zaphod néi, “tao doan cu tao ctt may theo 1am bau ban véi tao.”

“Cam on ca 16 nhé, cy,” ga lam bam thém vao.
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“Thé may thé nao?” ga hai to.

“A, ciing tam,” Marvin néi, “gia st 6ng tinh c¢ thich 1am cai than toi
day, chuyén ma ca nhan t6i chang wa gi.”

“O, 0,” Zaphod néi trong ldc cira thang may mé ra.

“Xin chao,” cai thang may ngot ngao noi, “toi sé la thang may cua cac
ban trong chuyén di nay dén tang nao cac ban chon. Toi duwgc thiét ké bai
Tap Poan biéu Khién Hoc Thién Lang dé dwa ban, khach dén tham toa nha
Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha, vao cac van phong nay. Néu ban thich
chuyén di sé rat nhanh va dé chiu trong do, c6 1€ ban ciling sé mudn thir cac
thang mdy khéac vira dugc lap dit & van phong cta ban thu thué Ngan Ha,
Cong Ty Thyc Pham Tré Em Boobiloo va Bénh Vién Tam Than Nha Nudc
Sao Thién Lang, noi nhiéu cyu giam doc cia Tap Poan biéu Khién Hoc
Thién Lang sé rat vui ming dwgc don chao ban, nhan long thwong cam ctia
ban va nghe nhitng cau chuyén vui vé thé gigi bén ngoai.”

“R0i,” Zaphod buéc vao thang may va néi, “may con biét lam gi khac
ngoai huyén thuyén khong?”

“T6i c6 thé di 1én,” cai thang may noi, “hodc xudng.” “Tot,” Zaphod
noi, “bon tao di 1én.”

“Hodc xudng,” céi thang may nhac.

“0, 6 ké, cho bon tao di 1én.”

Im ldng mot thoang.

“DPi xudng cling thich 1am,” cai thang may khap khai goi y.

“Thé a?”

“That ma.”

“Tot,” Zaphod noi, “gid thi cho bon tao di lén dugc khong?”

“T6i co6 thé hoi,” cai thang may noi bang giong ngot ngao nhat, biét
diéu nhat, “cac ban da nghi dén nhitng trién vong ma viéc di xudng sé md
ra cho cac ban chwa?”
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Zaphod dap mot cai dau vao bitc twong trong thang mdy. Ga khong
can diéu nay, ga ty nhu, nhiéu nhét trong so tat ca nhitng diéu ga khong can
dén. Ga dau c6 doi dugc dén day. Néu duoc hoi vao lic nay ga mudn ¢ dau
thi c6 1€ ga sé no6i la minh mudén nam won trén bai bién véi it nhat nam
muoi co gai dep va mot nhom nho cac chuyén gia tim ra nhitng cach méi
dé ma cung nung ga, dé la cau tra 1oi ga thwong dung. Thém vao do, co 18
ga sé bo sung mot cau gi say swa vé dé tai thitc an nita.

Piéu ma ga khong muén lam la dudi theo nguwdi cai quan Vi Try,
nguwoi chang qua dang lam mot viéc ma co6 1€ la 6ng ta ¢t nén tiép tuc lam,
vi néu cha phai la 6ng ta thi cling chi 1a ngudi nao dé khac. Hon hét thdy,
ga khong mudn ditng trong mot toa nha van phong cai nhau vdi céi thang
may.

“Trién vong khac ty nhu gi nao?” gd mét moi hoi.

“0,” giong cai thang may chay nhu mat rudi 1én banh, “cé ting ham
nay, tang lwu trit nay, hé thong swdi nay... 9...”

NoO ngung lai.

“Cling khong c6 gi thu vi lam,” n6 thtra nhan, “nhwng van la nhitng
lwa chon thay thé.”

“Zarquon than thanh oi,” Zaphod lam bam, “t6i c6 doi mot cai thang
mady theo thuyét hién sinh dau?” Ga dam tay 1én twong.

“Cai tht nay bi lam sao vay?” ga gat.

“N6 khong muon di 1én,” Marvin dap don gian. “T6i nghi 1a n6 sg.”

“Sg?” Zaphod kéu lén. “So cdi gi? Do cao chac? Mot cai thang may sg
do cao?”

“Khong,” cai thang may kho s& dap, “toi s twong lai. ..

“Twong lai?” Zaphod quat. “Thi khon nan nay mudn gi nita, luvong
hwu chac?”

Pung ldc dé bong cé ti€éng on 1 phia quay tiép tan sau lung ho. Tw
nhitng bitc twong quanh ho bong phat ra tiéng may chay ram ram.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tét ca ching t6i déu c6 thé nhin thay twong lai,” cai thang may thi
thao vé kinh hoang, “d6 la mét phan trong lap trinh cta ching t6i.”

Zaphod nhin ra ngoai thang mdy - mot dam dong tirc toi da tu lai
quanh khu vire cho thang may, tay chi tré, miéng quat thao.

Moi thang mdy trong toa nha déu dang di xuoéng cwc nhanh.

Ga thut dau vao trong.

“Marvin,” ga bdo, “may lam thé nao cho cai thang mday nay di 1én
duge khong? Ching ta phai dén cho Zarniwoop.”

“Tai sao?” Marvin rau i héi.

“Tao khong biét,” Zaphod dap, “nhung khi tao tim dwoc 1ao, 1do nén
c6 mot ly do that chinh dang dé giai thich tai sao tao lai muén gap 1do.”

Thang may hién dai 1a nhitng thyc thé ky la va phitc tap. Loai thang
may c0 dai vdi rong roc dién va “trong lwong toi da tdm ngwdi” néu dem so
véi May Van Chuyén Nguwoi Theo Chiéu Doc Vui Vé cta Tap Poan biéu
Khién Hoc Thién Lang thi ciing nhw so mot géi hat hon hgp an vat vdi toan
b6 chai phia Tay ctia Bénh Vién Tam Than Nha Nwdc Sao Thién Lang.

D6 1a béi vi chiing hoat dong theo mdt nguyén ly ky la goi la “tiép
nhan thoi gian mo tiéu diém”. N6i cach khac, ching c6 kha nang nhin
loang thodng dugc twong lai gan, dé cai thang may c6 thé dén ding tang va
dén ban truéc ca khi ban biét 1a minh mu6n di thang may, nhd do tranh
dwgc nhitng viéc tan gau, thw gian, va két ban té ngat ma trwdc kia ngwoi ta
phai lam mo6i khi dgi thang may.

Ciing chang la gi la nhiéu thang may dwgc trao cho tri thong minh va
kha nang doan trudc twong lai ddm ra chan nan véi cai viéc di 1én di xuéng
vO b, nén da thtt qua khai niém di ngang, nhv mét kiéu biéu tinh c6 tinh
hién sinh, sau d6 doi dugc tham gia vao qua trinh quyét dinh, va cudi cung
gian doi ngoi li ¢ tang ham.

Ngay nay, mot ngwoi qua giang ting tién viéng tham bat ky hanh tinh
nao trén hé sao Thién Lang c6 thé dé dang kiém dwgc kha kha bang cach tw
van cho cac thang may bi loan than kinh.
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Pén tang mudi lam, ctra thang may bat m@ that nhanh.

“Tang muoi lam,” cai thang may noi, “va xin nhé cho, to6i chi lam thé
nay vi t6i mén nguwoi may cua ngai théi day.”

Zaphod va Marvin cudn goi ra khéi cai thang may, n6é dong sap cira lai
va tut xuéng tang mot nhanh hét mic may moéc ctia né cho phép.

Zaphod than trong nhin quanh. Hanh lang vang tanh, im lim, va khong
c6 manh méi nao cho thady Zarniwoop c6 thé dang & dau. T4t ca ctra hai bén
hanh lang déu dong kin va khong cé bién bao gi ca.

Ho dang ditng gan cay cau dan tir toa thap nay sang toa thap kia. Qua
mot 6 clra sO 16n vang mat troi ruc rd cia Tiéu Hung Tinh Beta dang do
vao tirng mang anh sang, trong d6 nhdy nho6t nhitng dom bui li ti. Mot béng
den w6t qua trong phuit chdc.

“Bi mot mg thang ctia ng dem bo chg,” Zaphod lam bam, long da dua
cot cia ga da xuong mirc toi thiéu.

Ho ding nhin vé ca hai phia.

“May biét gi khong?” Zaphod néi vGi Marvin.

“Nhiéu hon 6ng twéng twgng nhiéu.”

“Tao dam chac toa nha nay khong nén rung lac thé nay,” Zaphod noi.

Chi 1a mét chiat rung dong dudi got chan ga - roi lai mot chit nita.
Gitta nhitng chum nang, dam bui nhdy nhoét hang hon. M6t bong den nita
lwét qua.

Zaphod nhin xudng san.

“Hodc 1a,” ga néi, khong tu tin 1am, “ho c6 mot hé théng rung dé 1én
co bap trong lic lam viéc, hodc la...”

G4 buwdc dén cho cira s6 va dot nhién nga dui, vi ding ldc nay cap
kinh Siéu sac Nhay Nguy Hiém Joo Janta 200 cta ga bong den si di. Mat
boéng den to twdng lwét qua ctra sO, phat ra tiéng vo vo chéi tai.

Zaphod giat cdp kinh ram di, va ga vira lam vay thi ca toa nha rung lén
am am. Ga nhay dén bén ctra s6.
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“Hodc la,” ga noi, “toa nha dang bi ném bom!”

MGt tiéng ram nita xé qua toa nha.

“Ai ¢ Ngan Ha nay ma lai mu6n ném bom mot nha xuét ban?” Zaphod
héi, nhung khong nghe duwgc tiéng tra 16i cuia Marvin, vi ditng ldc dé toa
nha rung 1én vi mot qua bom nita. Ga c6 lao dao chay vé cho thang may -
mot quyét dinh vo ich, nhung la cai duy nhat ga con nghi dugc.

Bong nhién, & cubi hanh lang chay vuong goc véi hanh lang nay, ga
nhin thdy mot béng nguwdi lao vao khung hinh, mét nguodi dan 6ng. Ong ta
cling nhin thay ga.

“Beeblebrox, ¢ day!” ong ta goi.

Zaphod nghi ngo nhin 6ng ta, trong lic mot qua bom nita lam rung
chuyén toa nha.

“Khong,” gi néi. “Beeblebrox & day thi c6! Ong 1a ai?”

“Mot ngudi ban!” ngudi dan 6ng dap lai. Ong ta chay vé phia ga.

“Thé a?” Zaphod héi. “Ban cua ai cu thé khong, hay chi 1a nhin chung
hanh xw tr té ban bay véi tat ca?”

Nguoi dan 6ng chay doc hanh lang, con san nha 1én xuéng dudi chan
ong ta nhu mot tim chin dang phan khich. Ong ta nguoi thap bé, chéc nich,
da chdy nang, va quan o thi nhin nhw thé da di quanh Ngan Ha roi trg lai
hai lan trong Iic 6ng ta van con mac ching.

“Ong c6 biét 1a tdoa nha ctia 6ng dang bi danh bom khéng?” Zaphod
hét vao tai 6ng ta ltic 6ng ta dén noi.

Nguoi dan 6ng ra dau 6ng ta biét ro.

Troi bong ngirng sang bat thinh linh. Li€c nhin qua ctta s6 xem vi sao,
Zaphod hda h6c mom khi thdy mot phi thuyén khong 16 mau xanh nong
sung, nhin nhv mot con séen, dang treon qua khong trung di ngang toa nha.
Hai phi thuyén khac theo sau.

“Chinh phti ma anh bé roi dang truy du6i anh day, Zaphod,” nguwoi dan
ong rit 1én. “Ho da ctr t&i mdt phi doi Chién Co Sao Ech.”
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“Chién Co Sao Ech!” Zaphod 1dm bam. “Zarquon oi!”

“Anh hiéu tinh hinh chwa?”

“Chién Co Sao Ech la céi giéng gi?” Zaphod chéic g di nghe ai d6 néi
vé chung héi ga lam Tong Thong, nhung ga chang bao gid dé y lam dén
chuyén chinh su.

Nguoi dan ong dang kéo nguge ga qua mot 6 cta. Ga thuan theo. Mot
tiéng rit chéi tai vang 1én, roi mot vat nho nho den den nhw con nhén vt
qua khong khi va bién mat cudi hanh lang.

“Cai gi thé?” Zaphod rit giong.

“Robot Trinh Tham Sao Fch loai A di do tim anh ddy,” ngudi dan ong
dap.

“Ht, cai gi?”

“Ndm xudng!”

T hwéng ngugce lai xuadt hién mot vat den den nhuw con nhén nhung to
hon. N6 véo qua dau ho.

“Thé con day la...?”

“Robot Trinh Tham Sao Ech loai B di do tim anh day.”

“Thé con cai kia?” Zaphod héi, khi vat thit ba véo qua khong khi.

“Robot Trinh Thdm Sao Ech loai C di do tim anh ddy.”

“Ha,” Zaphod cudi tham, “chi 1a mét mé nguwdi may ngu si.”

Twr phia cau bong phat ra tiéng rén vang am am khang khiép. Mot vat
to dung den si dang tién t4i trén cau tir toa thap doi dién, hinh thu kich c&
nhu cai xe tang.

“Photon thién dia o1i, cai gi thé kia?” Zaphod thi thao.

“Xe ting,” ngudi dan 6ng néi. “Robot Trinh Tham Sao Ech loai D dén
bat anh day.”

“Ta di ch@?”

“Toi nghi la ta nén di thoi.”
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“Marvin!” Zaphod goi.

“Ong muédn gi?”

Marvin chui ra tt mot déng gach da cu6i hanh lang va nhin ho.

“May thay con robot dang tién vé phia ching ta ch?”

Marvin nhin vét to dung den si dang nhich trén cau vé phia ho. N6
nhin xuong than hinh kim loai nhé bé ctia minh. N6 lai ngwéc 1én nhin cai
xe tang.

“T6i doan 6ng muon t6i chan né lai.”

«(7.»

“Trong khi ong tuw cttu cai than ong.”

“U,” Zaphod noi, “hanh dong di!”

“Mién sao,” Marvin noi, “t6i biét minh ditng & dau th6i.”

Nguoi dan ong kéo tay Zaphod, va ga chay theo ong ta qua hanh lang.

Ga chot nhan ra mot diéu.

“Chung ta dang di dau day?” ga hoi.

“Pén van phong cia Zarniwoop.”

“Gi0 nao roi ma con phai theo lich hen?”

“Nhanh len.”
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CHUONG

Marvin diéng & cudi cau. Thyc ra nd cling khéng phéi 1a mot tén nguoi
mdy nhé nhan gi cho lam. Than hinh anh bac cua né sang lén dwdi nhitng
luéng bui nang va rung 1én theo chan dong lién hoi toa nha dang gong minh
chiu dung.

Tuy nhién, néu so véi cai xe tang den si khong 16 dang lan banh thi
dirng khuyng trwéc mat no, thi nhin né qua la nhé bé dén tham hai. Cai xe
tang kiém tra né bang mot cai que do. Cai que do rt ve.

Marvin ct ditng nguyén do.

“Tranh dwong cho tao di chii robot nhé kia,” céi xe tang gam gu.

“T6i e 1a,” Marvin noi, “toi da dwgc dé lai day dé chan duwong ong.”

Cai que do lai tho ra kiém tra nhanh mot 1an nita. R6i no6 lai rit ve.

“May? Chan duong tao?” cai xe tang gam. “Thoi di!” “Khong, that
ddy ma,” Marvin chi néi vay.

“Thé may co6 vii khi gi?” cai xe tang kinh ngac rong 1én. “Poan tht
xem,” Marvin noi.

Pong co xe tang kéu ram ram, cac banh rang cta n6 nghién ken két.
Cac role dién kich c@ phan t sau trong bo vi nao cua no lat qua lat lai
trong noi bai roi.

“Poan ay a?” cai xe tang hoi.

Zaphod va nguoi dan 6ng van chwra biét tén ldo dao chay 1én mot hanh
lang, xuéng mot hanh lang khac, r6i chay xudi hanh lang thit ba. Toa nha
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van tiép tuc rung lac chao dao, va diéu nay khién Zaphod rat khé hiéu. Néu
ching mu6n danh sap toa nha thi tai sao lai lau thé?

Phdi khé khan lam ho méi dén dugc mot trong so6 nhitng canh cira
hoan toan v6 danh khong bién bao gi va day ra. N6 bat mé song soc va ho
nga nhao vao trong.

Mat bao nhiéu chang dwong, Zaphod tham nghi, bao nhiéu rac réi, bao
nhiéu thoi gian khéng-dugc-nam-trén-bdi-bién-hwéng-thy, chi vi cai gi?
Poc mot cai ghé, doc mot cai ban, va doc mét cai gat tan ban trong mot van
phong tréng tron. Cai ban, ngoai mét chit bui lo Ittng va doc mot cai kep
gidy c6 thiét k€ mdi cach mang, con thi cling trong khong.

“Zarniwoop dau?” Zaphod héi, caAm thdy mic do nam bat tinh hinh
cta ga, von da kha mong manh, gio dang run ray tudt vé mo.

“Ong dy dang di du thuyén quanh Ngan Ha,” ngudi dan dng dap.

Zaphod thtt danh gia nguwoi dan ong. Kiéu that tha, gd tham nghi,
khong biét dua téu. Co 1€ 6ng ta bé ra kha kha thoi gian dé chay ngugc xuoi
cac hanh lang rung lac, dap ctra va dwa ra nhitng cau néi kho hiéu trong cac
van phong trong khong.

“Cho phép toi ty gigi thiéu,” nguoi dan ong noi. “Tén toi la Roosta,
con day la khan tam cua t6i.”

“Chao Roosta,” Zaphod noi.

“Chao khan tam,” ga n6i thém khi Roosta chia ra cho gd mét cai khan
tam cli mém in hoa kha la do day. Khong biét phai lam gi vGi n6, ga bat lay
mot goc cuia no6 va khé lac.

Ngoai ctta s6, mot trong may phi thuyén khong 16 hinh con sén c6 mau
xanh nong sung gam gur bay qua.

“U, doan di,” Marvin néi v6i ¢d mdy chién ddu kéch xu, “ong sé
chang doi nao doan dugc dau.”

»

“Ummm...” cai xe tdng noi, rung lén vi khong quen suy nghi, “tia

laser a?”
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Marvin nghiém trang lac dau.

“Khong phai,” cai xe tang lam bam bang giong tram duc. “Dé doan
qud. Tia phan vat chat a?” né doan.

“Con dé doan hon,” Marvin nhéac.

“U,” ci xe ting néi, vé hoi nguwong ngwong. “O... hay 1a miii day
electron?”

Marvin chwa nghe dén thit nay bao gio.

“N6 la céi gi?” n6 haéi.

“La cai nay nay,” cai xe tang ham hd khoe.

Trong thap phdo cia n6 nho ra mot céi chia sac nhon, tir d6 phong ra
mot tia sang choi 1oa chét ngwdi. Sau lvng Marvin mét bitc twong do sup
xuong danh ram, thanh m6t dam bui. Bam bui phinh 1én trong choc lat, roi
lang lai.

“Khong,” Marvin dap, “khong phai cai do.”

“Nhung ma no hay that, phai khong?”

“Rat hay,” Marvin dong tinh.

“Tao biét roi,” cd mdy chién dau Sao Ech thét 1én, sau mot thoang suy
nghi, “chic may cé6 May Phat Zenon Pha On Binh Tai T6 Hop Axit Xantic
mai!”

“May day chién that nhi?” Marvin héi.

“May c6 may day a?” céi xe tang héi vé kinh sg.

“Khong,” Marvin dap.

“0,” céi xe ting that vong noi, “thé thi chic la...”

“Ong dang nghi sai hwéng roi,” Marvin néi. “Ong quén chwa tinh dén
mot diéu kha co ban trong moi quan hé gitra con ngudi vdi robot.”

“O, tao biét chi,” cai xe ting noi, “co phai 1a...?” né lai chim vao suy
nghi.
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“Nghi xem,” Marvin giuc, “ho dé t6i, mot nguwdi may viéc vat tam
thwong, chan duong 6ng, mot co may chién dau khong 16 hang ndng, trong
lic ho chay di citu cai than minh. Ong nghi ho sé trang bi cho t6i cai gi?”

“Um, 0,” cai xe ting luéng cudéng lam bam, “tao dv 1a mot thit gdy sat
thuvong kinh khang.”

“Dy 1a!” Marvin kéu 1én. “O, ctt dy 1a thé di. T6i sé cho 6ng biét ho da
trang bi cho t6i cai gi dé tw vé nhé?”

“Pugc r6i, noi di,” cdi xe tang ndi, chuan bi tinh than san sang.

“Chang cé gi c4,” Marvin noi.

Im lang mot cach dang so.

“Chdng c6 gi cd v” cai xe tang gam lén.

“Chang gi hét,” Marvin u rii than van, “dén cd mot cai xuc xich dién
cling khong.”

Cai xe tang tha phi pho tic toi.

“That 1a hay hém lam sao!” n6 gam ra. “Chang c6 gi sat a? Ho chang
nghi gi sat, phai khong?”

“Trong khi do,” Marvin ha giong thi thao, “toi day lai con bi dau nhtrc
& tat ca cac di-6t bén swon trai nita chit.”

“Tt¢c dén hoc mau ra ay nhi?”

“Phai,” Marvin nhiét tinh dong y.

“Pén tao cling tirc thay!” cai xe tang quat. “Tao phai dap bitc twong
nay cho ha!”

Miii day electron lai phéng ra mét tia sang choi loa nita va dap tan bic
twong canh cai xe tang.

“Thé 6ng nghi toi thi cdm thdy thé nao?” Marvin cay dang ndi.

“Chung chay di va bo may lai ha?” cai xe tang 16n tiéng.

“Phai,” Marvin dap.

“Tao nghi tao sé ban sap tran cua chiing nita!” cai xe tang gam lén.
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N6 ban sap tran phia trén cay cau.

“That la an twgng,” Marvin khé noéi.

“Thé chwa la gi dau,” cai xe tang khoe. “Tao con dap nat dugc ca san
nita, chang ton giot mo hoi nao!”

N6 dap nat ca san cau.

“Thién dia quy than!” cai xe tang kéu Ién trong ltc roi thang muwdi lam
tang xuong mat dat bén duwéi nat bét.

“That la mot c6 may ngu ngoc dén phat tham,” Marvin néi va lé budc
bé di.
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CHUONG B

“Thé ching ta c ng6i day théi a?” Zaphod gian dir héi; “mday thang
ngoai kia mudn gi?”

“Ching muon anh, Beeblebrox,” Roosta néi. “Ching dinh dwa anh t6i
Sao Ech - thé gigi muwdi phan doc ac nhit Ngan Ha.”

“Thé ha?” Zaphod néi. “Thé thi chitng phdi dén ma bat t6i tredc da.”

“Chuing da dén bat anh ro6i day,” Roosta néi. “Nhin ra ctra s6 ma xem.”

Zaphod nhin, va ha h6c miéng.

“Mait dat dang bién mat!” ga lap bap. “Chiung dem mat dat di dau
thé?”

“Chung dang dem toa nha di,” Roosta noi. “Chung ta dang @ trén
khong.”

May lwét qua ctra s6 van phong.

Bén ngoai khong trung, mot 1an nita Zaphod nhin thay vong vay Chién
Co Sao FEch mau luc sim quanh toa thap da bi nhé bat géc. Chiing phat ra
mot mang lwai tia lwe gitr chat toa thap.

Zaphod lac dau boi roi.

“T6i da lam gi dé phai chiu canh nay?” ga n6i. “To6i buwdc vao mot toa
nha, chiing dem toa nha di.”

“Ching khong lo vé chuyén anh da lam,” Roosta n6i, “ma la lo
chuyén anh sap lam kia.”

“Chang phai t6i c6 quyén dinh doat cai dé sao?”
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“Anh da dinh doat roi, tir nhiéu nam trwéc roi. Anh nén bam vao cai gi
di, ching ta sap di mot chuyén rat nhanh va xéc day.”

“Néu c6 luc nao gdp chinh ban than minh,” Zaphod noi, “t6i sé tw dam
minh manh dén noi t6i khong biét cai gi da dam minh nita.”

Marvin 1 ach tién vao qua 6 ctta, nhin Zaphod vé trach méc, ré6i guc
xuong mot géc va ty tat nguon.

Trén dai chi huy phi thuyén Trdi Tim Vang, tat ca déu im lang. Arthur
nhin thanh chan truéc mat minh va suy nghi. Anh bat gap anh mat cta
Trillian nhin anh do héi. Anh nhin lai thanh chan.

Cudi cung anh ciing nhin thay.

Anh nhat nam miéng nhya vuéng nho dit 1én ban nam truwdc thanh
chan.

Trén nam miéng nhwa vuong c6 nam chit cai E, X, Q, U va I. Anh dat
chung canh cac cht S, I, T, E.

“Exquisite, tuyét dep,” anh noi, “trén 6 nhan ba ca tw. Anh e la dugc
nhiéu diém lam day nhé.”

Phi thuyén ndy 1én, lam nhitng chir cai ban tung khong biét dén lan thir
bao nhiéu roi.

Trillian thé dai va bat dau sap lai cac chit cai.

Trong nhitng hanh lang lang ngat chi vang lén tiéng buwdc chan cua
Ford Prefect di di lai lai, dap dap lén cac may moc im lim.

Tai sao phi thuyén c rung lac? anh ta t hoi.

Tai sao no lai ddo dong dao dia?

Tai sao anh khong thé biét ho dang & dau?

Tom lai la ho dang & dau?

Toa thap ben trai ctia van phong Bi kip Qud giang vao Ngdn Ha lao
qua khong gian gitta nhitng vi sao v&i van tdéc ma trwdc do cling nhu sau
nay khong don nguyén van phong nao trong Vi Tru c6 thé dat dugc.
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Trong mot can phong nam & do cao gitra toa thap, Zaphod Beeblebrox
dang tic t6i di di lai lai.

Roosta thi ng6i trén mép ban bado dudng khan tam dinh ky.

“Nay, ong bao cai nha nay dang bay dén dau ay nhi?” Zaphod hoi.

“Sao Fch,” Roosta dap, “noi mudi phan doc ac nhat trén toan Vi Tru.”

“O d6 c6 thitc &n khong?” Zaphod héi.

“Thitc &n 4y a? Anh dang dén Sao Ech ma anh lai di lo xem & d6 c6
thirc an khong ay a?”

“Néu khong c6 thirc an thi chwa chac t6i da song sét dén dugc Sao
Ech.”

Ngoai ctra s, ho chang nhin thay gi khac ngoai anh sang 1ap loe ctia
cac luong tia Iyc, va nhitng vét xanh 16 m& chac 1a hinh thu cta cac Chién
Co Sao Ech bi méo mé di. Vi van tdc nay thi ban than khong gian da bién
thanh vo hinh va tham chi la con khong cé thuc niva.

“Pdy, anh mut tam cai nay,” Roosta noi, chia cai khan tdm ra cho
Zaphod.

Zaphod nhin 6ng ta nhw thé gd mong chd mot con chim ctic cu gan
trén 10 xo bay ra khoi tran ong ta vay.

“N6 duogc tham day chat dinh duwdng day,” Roosta gidi thich.

“Ong 1a cai kiéu gi, an udng ving vai 1dm hay sao?” Zaphod hoéi.

“Nhitng vach vang chita nhiéu chat dam, vach xanh c6 vitamin B va C
tong hgp, con nhitng bong hoa nhé mau hong cé tinh chat mach nha.”

Zaphod cam lay céi khan tam va kinh ngac ngam nghia né.

“Thé con nhitng vét nau nay la gi?” ga hoi.

“Vach xot thit nwéng,” Roosta ndi, “dé phong khi td6i chan mach nha.”

Zaphod nghi ngai ngwi cai khan.

R6i con nghi ngai hon nita, gad mat mot goc. Ga nho no ra ngay.

“Qe,” ga tuyén bo.
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“U,” Roosta néi, “khi phai mut dau khin ay t6i thwong phai mut dau
kia mot chut nita.”

“V1 sao,” Zaphod nghi ngo hoi, “trong do co gi?”

“Thudc chong tram cam,” Roosta noi.

“Thoi toi xin kiéu cai khan nay,” Zaphod néi va tra no lai.

Roosta doén lay cai khan, nhay xudng khéi ban, di vong ra sau dé ngoi
xuong ghé va gac chan lén.

“Beeblebrox nay,” ong ta ndi, chap tay ra sau dau, “anh cé biét chuyén
gi s& xay ra véi anh trén Sao Ech khong?”

“Chung sé cho t6i an a?” Zaphod khap khéi doan mo.

“Chung sé cho anh,” Roosta noi, “an qua Vong Xody Tam Nhin Toan
Cénh!”

Zaphod chua bao gio nghe vé thi nay. Ga tin la minh da biét hét
nhitng th hay ho trén toan Ngan Ha, nén ga do rang Vong Xody Tam Nhin
Toan Canh chang cé gi la hay hdm. Ga hdi Roosta né la céi gi.

“Chi 1a,” Roosta noi, “thit dung cu tra tan tan bao nhat ma mot sinh vat
c6 y thitc c6 thé phai chiu qua.”

Zaphod gat dau cam chiju.

“Thé la, khong an udng gi, ha?” ga ndi.

“Nghe day!” Roosta khan thiét n6i. “Anh c6 thé giét mot ngudi, huy
hoai than xac han, bé gdy tinh than han, nhung chi c6 Vong Xody Tam
Nhin Toan Cénh la c6 thé tiéu diét linh hén mot con nguwdi! N6 chi kéo dai
vai gidy, nhung hau qua sé con dén hét doi!”

“Ong d3 uéng N6 Banh Hong Xuyén Ngan Ha bao gi® chwa?” Zaphod
gat hoi.

“Cai nay té hon nhiéu.”

“Ui cha cha!” Zaphod thét 1én vé day an twong.
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“Ong c6 biét vi sao bon nay lai muén tra tan tdi nhu vay khong?” 14t
sau ga hoi.

“Chung tin rang d6 la cach tot nhat dé tiéu diét anh vinh vién. Chiing
biét anh dang di tim cai gi.”

“Thé ching gtti t6i cai tin nhan cho toi biét vai dugce khong?”

“Anh biét ma,” Roosta noi, “anh da biét roi, Beeblebrox a. Anh muon
tim gdp nguwoi cai quan Vi Tru.”

“Ong ta c6 biét ndu an khong?” Zaphod héi. Sau khi suy nghi mot 14t
ga them vao:

“T6i ngo 1a khong. Néu biét nau an tir té thi 6ng ta da chang lo gi dén
Vi Tru r6i. To6i mudn gap mot dau bép.”

Roosta thd dai danh thuot.

“Ma ong lam gi ¢ day?” Zaphod hoi. “Nhitng chuyén nay thi lién quan
gi dén 6ng?”

“T6i la mot trong nhitng ngudi 1én ké hoach cho chuyén nay, cung vé6i
Zarniwoop, cung v6i Yooden Vranx, cung vG@i cu cua anh, va cung vdi anh
nita, Beeblebrox a.”

“Toi ay a?”

“U, chinh anh ddy. T6i dwoc biét 1a anh da thay d6i, nhung toi khong
nhan ra la thay d6i dén mitc nay.”

“Nhung...”

“T6i chi c6 mat & day dé lam mot viéc. Toi sé hoan thanh né trude khi
di.”
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CHUONG B}

Khﬁng khi quanh hanh tinh thi hai ctia hé Sao Ech hét sitc ti tang va 6
nhiém.

Nhitng lan gi6 tam t6i khong ngirng thoi trén bé mat ctia hanh tinh
nay, lwét qua nhitng long ho muoi, nhitng dam lay da kho can, nhitng bui
cay chang chit thoi rita, va tan tich do nat cia nhitng thanh pho bi pha hay.
Khong cé sy song nao chuyén dong trén bé mat hanh tinh. Mat dat, giong
nhw bé mat nhiéu hanh tinh & viing nay cia Ngan Ha, da bi bo hoang tir 1au.

Tiéng gi6 hu da thé lwong lam r6i khi n6 thoi qua nhitng ng6i nha muc
nat cta cac thanh pho; né lai cang thé lwong hon khi quét qua chan cac toa
thap cao den si chong chénh chao ddo day do trén bé mat hanh tinh nay.
Trén dinh cac toa thap nay la choé & cia nhitng dan chim 16n, héi thai,
khang khiu, ké song sot duy nhat cia nén van minh da tirng ton tai noi day.

Nhung tiéng gié hi nghe thé lwong nhat khi né théi qua mét toa nha
nhin nhv mot cai mun, dat gitta mot canh dong ménh méng xam xit bén
ngoai thanh pho bé hoang rong nhat.

Toa nha nhin nhw cai mun 4y chinh la thit da khién hanh tinh nay dwoc
ménh danh la noi muwdi phan doc ac nhat Ngan Ha. T bén ngoai nhin vao,
n6 chi la mot nha vom thép duwong kinh khodng muoi mét. Nhin tiv bén
trong thi no lai 1a mot thit khing khiép hon ca tam tri con ngudi c6 thé hiéu
noi.

Cach dé chirng mat tram mét, cach mot khoang dat 16 cho chay sém va
tro troi nhat c6 thé twéng twgng dwoc, la cai danh phai tam goi 1a mot dang
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bai ha canh. Ttc la & d6, nam rai rac trén mot khodng réng, la nhitng khoi
chti u d6 nat cta hai hay ba ta toa nha da bi tha roi.

Luét qua va lwgn xung quanh nhitng toa nha nay la mot tam tri, mot
tam tri dang cho doi cai gi do.

Tam tri nay chuyén su chd y vao khong trung, va chang may chéc mot
chdm den dang xa hién ra, bao quanh la mot vong nhitng cham nhé hon.

Cham to hon chinh la toa thap bén trai cta van phong Bi kip qud giang
vao Ngdn Ha, dang lao qua tang binh Iwu ctia hanh tinh Sao Ech B.

Trong khi toa thap ha do cao, Roosta dot nhién pha v& sy im lang lang
tung da ndy sinh gitta hai ngwoi nay gio.

Ong ta ditng day va cho khin tim vao mét céi tii. Ong ta néi:

“Beeblebrox, gio t6i sé lam cai viéc ma t6i da duwgc ctv dén day dé
lam.”

Zaphod nguwdc 1én nhin 6ng ta tir cadi goc ma ga dang ngoi chia sé
nhitng y nghi khong thanh 16i vi Marvin.

“Gi?” ga hoi.

“T0a nha sap ha canh. Khi anh ra khoi day, dirng ra bang ctra,” Roosta
ndi, “ma hay ra bang ctra s6.”

“Chic may man,” 6ng ta n6i thém va bwdc ra khoi ctra, bién mat khéi
cudc doi Zaphod mét cach bi an ciing nhw khi 6ng ta xuat hién.

Zaphod nhdy bat day va thtt m& ctra, nhung Roosta da khoa ctra. Ga
nhtn vai va quay vé géc phong.

Hai phit sau, toa nha roi danh sam xudng giita nhitng dong do nat
khac. Cac Chién Co Sao Ech tit tia Iyc di va lai lao viit 1én khong trung,
hwéng vé hanh tinh Sao Ech A, mot noi hién hoa hon nhiéu. Ching khong
bao gi® ha canh xudng hanh tinh Sao Fch B. Khong phi thuyén nao ha canh
xuong do ca. Khong ai dat chan l1én bé mat cia né ngoai trir cac nan nhan
sap t6i cia Vong Xody Tam Nhin Toan Canh.
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Zaphod bi chan dong manh sau cu roi. Ga nam yén giita can phong gio
chi con la mot dong gach vita im lim. Ga cdm thdy doi minh dang & vao lic
tham hai nhat. Ga thay bdi roi, co6 don, bi ruéng bo. Cubi cung ga cam thay
phai vugt qua bang duwgc cho du chuyén nay la gi di nita.

Ga nhin quanh can buéng doé nat. Twong da nitt quanh khung ctra, va
canh ctra gig hé mé. Con ctra s6, nhd mot phép mau nao do, lai van dong
kin va nguyén ven. Ga chan chtr hoi 1au, roéi nghi rang néu ngudi ban dong
hanh ky la ban ndy da chap nhan kinh qua bao séng gi6 vira kinh qua chi dé
néi véi ga diéu ong ta vira noi, thi chac phdi c6 ly do chinh dang. Nho
Marvin gitp ga mé dwoc cira so ra. Bén ngoai ctra s6, ddm may bui boc 1én
sau vu ha canh, cung déng do nat ctia nhitng toa nha khac bao quanh, khién
Zaphod hoan toan chang thay ti nao thé gigi ngoai kia.

Ciing chang phai ga lay sw nay lam ban. Biéu duy nhat khién ga ban
khoan 1a cai ga thdy khi nhin xuéng. Van phong ctia Zarniwoop nam trén
tang muoi lam. Toa nha da cdm xudng theo mot gbc khodng bon muoi 1am
do, nhung van ct 1a d6 cao nom ditng ca tim.

Sau rot, tw 4i vi ca loat lién tiép nhitng cai nhin khinh bi ma c6 vé la
Marvin dang ném cho gd, ga hit mot hoi that sau va treéo ra ngoai swon doc
diéng cua toa nha. Marvin di theo ga, va ca hai bat dau bo, cham rai va kho
nhoc, xuéng mwoi lam tang nha nam gitta ho va mat dat.

Trong lic ga bo xuong, khong khi am thap va bui bam bép nghet phoi
gd, mat ga cay xe, va do cao khung khiép khién hai cai dau cta ga quay
mong mong.

Choc choc Marvin lai boi thém may cau kiéu “Day la viéc ma sinh vat
song cac ong thich lam ha? Toi héi cho biét théi”, chang khién ga phan
chan hon chit nao.

Xuobng dén khodng gitta toa nha dé nat, ho dirng lai nghi. Trong lic
nam dé thé hong hdc vi mét va sg, Zaphod cé cdm gidc Marvin hinh nhw
hoi vui hon thuong 1é€ mot teo. Nhung roi ga nhan ra khong phai thé. Tén
nguoi may chi c6 vé vui hon tam trang cua chinh ga ma thoi.
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Mot con chim to 16ng den gay gudc dap canh bay dén, xuyén qua
nhitng ddm may bui dang dan lang xuéng, r6i n6 veon doi chan khang khiu
ra dap xudng mot bau cira s6 xiéu veo cach Zaphod vai thwdc. N6 xép cap
canh cong kénh lai va 1do dao trén cho dau.

Sdi canh ctia n6 chitng mét tdm, con dau va c6 no thi cé vé to dén ky
la so v&i mot con chim. Mat n6 phang det, mo chwa phat trién hét, va &
gitta mat dwdi canh van con thay vét tich ctia thit gi d6 nhin nhw hai ban
tay.

Thyc ra, nhin né gan nhw nguoi.

N6 dwa cap mat sum sup nhin Zaphod va gé mé mot cach mo ho.

“Xéo di,” Zaphod noi.

“O ké,” con chim rau 1 1au bau r6i lai dap canh bay vao dam bui.

Zaphod ngd ngang nhin theo no.

“Con chim dy vira n6i chuyén véi tao a?” ga lo lang héi Marvin. Ga
rat san long tin vao 10i giai dap thi hai, dé la thue ra ga dang bi do giac.

“Phai,” Marvin dap.

“Nhitng ké khon kho,” mot giong noéi tram tram, siéu tran thi tham vao
tai Zaphod.

Ga quay ngoat lai xem giong néi do6 tir dau dén, manh dén noi suyt
khién Zaphod nga khéi tda nha. Ga bam v6i vao mot khung cira s6 chia ra,
dit ca tay. Ga bam chac vao dé va thd manh.

Giong ndéi d6 khong phat ra tir mot noi nao cu thé ca - khong co6 ai
dang dirng d6. Nhung giong ndi van tiép tuc.

“Pang sau chung la mot lich st bi dat vo cung, anh biét khong. Mot
moi hoa khing khiép.”

Zaphod dién cuéng nhin quanh. Gigng noi rat tram va khé. Trong cac
tinh huéng khac thi né con c6 thé dwgc miéu ta la ém diu nita kia. Nhung
chang cé gi la ém diu khi phai nghe mot giong néi khong ngwoi chang biét
tlr dau ra, nhat la khi ta, nhv Zaphod Beeblebrox day, dang vao lic kém
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phong do nhat va phai lo Ittng bam vao mot ria ctra trén mot toa nha do
cach mat dat tam tang.

“Nay, 0...” ga lap bap.

“T6i ké anh nghe chuyén ctia ho nhé?” giong noi khé hoi.

“FE, may 1a ai?” Zaphod hén hén. “May & dau?”

“Co ¢ la dé sau vay,” giong noi khé dap. “T6i la Gargravarr. Toi la
Nguoi Canh Gac Vong Xody Tam Nhin Toan Cénh.”

“Sao tao khong thay...?”

“Anh sé thay tréo xudng toa nha tién hon vo ké,” giong noi 1én cao
mot chut, “néu anh dich sang bén trai khodng hai thwdc. C6 1é anh nén thiw

»

Xem.

Zaphod nhin va thdy mot loat nhitng duwdng xoi ngang ngan ngan doc
theo than toa nha xuéng tan mat dat. Ga nhich sang dé mot cach day biét
on.

“Co lé toi gdp lai anh dwdi dat la hon,” giong néi lai vang 1én trong tai
ga, r6i bién mat.

“F,” Zaphod goi, “may di dau...?”

“Chi mat vai phut théi...” giong noi vang lai yéu 6t.

“Marvin nay,” Zaphod thanh thyc hoi tén nguwdi mdy dang ngbi u ri
canh ga, “c6 phadi... c6 mot giong noi vua...?”

“Phai,” Marvin dap gon.

Zaphod gat dau. Ga lai 1ay cdp kinh Nhay Nguy Hiém ra. Mat kinh
den si hét c@, va bay gio da hoan toan xuwdc xat vi vat kim loai la trong tui
gd. Ga deo kinh vao. Ga sé bo xudng toa nha mot cach thodi mai hon néu
khong phdi nhin xem minh dang lam gi.

May phut sau ga tréo qua phan moéng nha bi nho bat gay nat, va, sau
khi bé kinh ram ra, ga nhay xuéng dat.

Marvin nhdy ngay sau ga ro6i nam guc mat xuong 1ép bui lan gach da,
chdang c6 vé gi 1a muén nhic nhich khéi vi tri dé.
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“A, anh day roi,” giong ndi dot ngdt vang lén bén tai Zaphod. “Xin thi
16i vi da bé anh lai nhw thé; nhung t6i c6 cai dau kém chiu d6 cao lam. Hay
it ra,” n6 thém vao vé nudi ti€c, “toi da tirng c6 mot cai dau kém chiu do
cao lam.”

Zaphod nhin quanh that cham rdi va can than, cot dé xem ga c6 bé so6t
cai gi c6 thé chita dung giong noéi dé6 khong. Nhung ga chi thay bui, gach
da, va dong do nat cao chot vot cia nhitng toa nha bao quanh.

“0, ndy, sao tao khong nhin thdy may?” gi héi. “Sao may khong c6
day?”

“T6i c6 day day chit,” giong n6i cham rai dap. “Co thé tdi cling mudn
dén nhung lai dang hoi ban ding lic nay. Nhiéu viéc phai lam, nhiéu nguoi
phai gap.” Sau cai nghe nhw mét tiéng thé dai siéu tran, n6é néi thém, “Anh
biét co thé thi thé nao roi day.”

Zaphod khong dam chac.

“Tao cling tirng nghi 1a tao biét,” ga nai.

“T6i chi mong la né da di nghi tinh dwdng,” giong ndi tiép tuc; “vi ci
cai 16i song nhu dao gan day thi chac chang con khuyu tay ma ditng lau nira
dau.”

“Khuyu tay dy a?” Zaphod néi. “Y may la chan chi?”

Giong noéi khong 1én tiéng hoéi lau. Zaphod lo ngai nhin quanh. Ga
khong biét giong néi da bién di hay van con d6 hay né dang lam gi. Ro6i
giong nai lai cat 1én.

“Vay la anh sé bi cho vao Vong Xoay ha?”

“O, thi,” Zaphod néi, c6 té vé thd o nhung rat rém, “thing ndy ciing
khong voi gi dau, may biét day. Tao c6 thé ditng choi ngam canh quanh day
mot ti ma, nhi?”

“Anh da thay khung canh quanh day chwa?” giong Gargravarr hoi.

“0, chua.”
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Zaphod tréo qua dong do nat, quanh géc mot trong nhitng toa nha do
dang chan mat tam nhin.

Ga nhin ra quang canh caa hanh tinh Sao Ech B.

“A, dugc r6i,” gd noi, “thé thi tao ditng choi khong thdi vay.”

“Khong,” Gargravarr ndi, “Vong Xody da san sang réi. Anh phai di
ngay. Theo t0i.”

“H&?” Zaphod noi. “Tao theo may kiéu gi day?”

“T6i sé ngan nga cho anh nghe,” Gargravarr néi. “Bam theo tiéng
ngan nga ay.”

Mot tiéng v ¢ khe khé vang dén qua khong khi, mét am thanh buén
rau nhot nhat dwdng nhw khong c6 chit dinh hwéng vé dau. Chi khi cang
tai ra nghe k¥ thi Zaphod m@i phat hién ra n6 dang dén tir dau. Mot cach
cham rai, do dan, ga loang choang theo sau né. Ga con lam gi khac dugc?
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CHUONG

Vfi Tru, nhw da tirng nhan xét triedc day, la mot noi rong 16n dén dang sg,
cai thye té€ ma hau hét moi nguwoi thwong tranh nghi téi dé song cho yén on.

Pai da so san long chuyén t6i noi dau dé nho hon ma ho t tao ra, va
qua thue 1a phan 16n sinh vat van lam nhuw vay.

Vi du, & mot goc tai Nhanh Xoén Oc Phia Pong Ngan Ha 1a hanh tinh
rirng Oglaroon, noi toan bd dan cw “co tri tué” séng tron doi trén mot cay
dé kha la nho va chat chdi. Trén cai cay nay ho sinh ra, song, yéu, khac lén
vo cdy nhitng bai bdo nhé ti bién luan vé y nghia cudc séng, s phu phiém
cta cai chét va tam quan trong cna sinh dé cé ké hoach, tham gia mot vai
cudc chién rat nhé, va cudi cung chét, budoc than & mat duwdi canh nao do
trong s6 nhitng canh cay phia ngoai, kho vdi t6i hon.

Thye ra, nhitng nguwdi Oglaroon duy nhat rgi khéi cai cay la nhitng
nguoi bi ném ra khai do vi pham vao trong t0i tay dinh la ban khoan khong
biét nhitng cai cay khac cé kha nang duy tri sy song khong, va tham chi
nhitng céi cay kia c6 that khong, hay qua chi la do gidc do an qua nhiéu hat
dé Ogla.

Mac du hanh x nay c6 vé ky la, khong dang song nao trén Ngan Ha
lai khong phan nao vuéng phai diéu twong tw, va chinh vi thé ma Vong
Xody Tam Nhin Toan Canh md&i khung khiép dén vay.

Vi khi bi nhot vao Vong Xody, trong mot khoanh khac, ban sé dwoc
thoang thay toan b c6i Sang Thé vo bién khong gi twdng twgng noi, va dau
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d6 gitta mién vo bién ay la m6t ddu hiéu nho xiu, mét chdm li ti trén mot
chdm li ti khac, dé “Ban dang & day”.

Canh dong xam xit trdi rong tredc mat Zaphod, mét canh dong do nat,
tan ta. Gié quat tirng con dién cuong trén do.

Gitta canh dong la nha vom nhw mot cai mun bang thép. Zaphod doan
day chinh la cho ga dang di dén. Pay chinh la Vong Xoay Tam Nhin Toan
Canh.

Trong khi ga tuyét vong ditng nhin n6 cham cham, bong mot tiéng gao
khung khiép khong giong ngwoi phat ra, nghe nhw mot ngudi c6 linh hon
vira bi dot chay khai thé xac. N6 thét 1én at ca tiéng gid, roi bién mat.

Zaphod giat thot ngwoi kinh hai, mau ga nhw bién thanh heli 16ng.

“F, cai gi thé?” g thi thao khong thanh tiéng.

“Mot doan thu am,” Gargravarr dap, “cta ngwoi ngay trudc anh bi
nhot vao Vong Xody. N6 luon dwgce bat cho nan nhan tiép theo. Kiéu nhw
doan dao dau ay ma.”

“O, nghe ghé that...” Zaphod lap bép. “Ta c6 thé di dau dé tiéc tiung
mot chit roi nghi lai cho ky dwgc khéng?”

“Ai ma biét dugc,” giong ndi siéu tran ctia Gargravarr dap, “rat cé thé
t6i dang & mot bita tiéc rdi ciing nén. Y tdi 1a co thé toi ay. N6 rét hay di
tiéc tung ma khong c6 t6i. N6 bao t6i chi lam viéng chan n6. Thé day.”

“May véi co thé may lam sao vay?” Zaphod hoi, chi néng long mudn
tri hoan chuyén sap xdy ra cho ga bat ké cé la chuyén gi di nita.

“O thi n... n6 ban 1dm, anh biét ddy,” Gargravarr ngap nging.

“Y may la n6 c6 tam tri khac a?” Zaphod héi.

C6 mot quang im lang kéo dai va hoi lanh lung treée khi Gargravarr
lai 1én tiéng.

“T6i phai noi 1a,” y dap, “t6i thady cau néi do cta anh cyc ky vo duyén
day.”

Zaphod vaéi xin 16i, vé ngugng nghiu va béi roi.
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“Khong sao,” Gargravarr dap, “lam sao anh biét dwgc.” Giong néi run
run vé budn ba.

“Sv thye 13,” giong noi tiép tuc vai vé cho thdy no dang rat c6 gang
gitt binh tinh, “sy thue l1a ching t6i dang tam thoi ly than theo phan quyét
cta toa. To6i nghi c6 1é r6i ching t6i sé ly di th6i.”

Giong noi lai im bat, khién Zaphod chang biét néi sao dé dap lai. Ga
ling ting 1am bam gi do.

“T6i nghi chiing t6i khong hgp nhau 1am,” mot 1at sau Gargravarr lai
tiép tuc; “ching téi chang bao gio hanh phic khi cung nhau lam gi ca.
Chung t6i ludn cai co rat kich liét vé chuyén tinh duc va cau ca. Cudi cung
chuing t6i thir két hop hai thit, nhung két cuc chi la tham hoa, nhw anh c6
thé twong twong ra day. Va gio thi co thé t6i khong chiu cho tdi vao nita.
N6 con khong them gdp toi...”

Y lai ngirng lai vé thong thiét. Gi6 rit qua canh dong.

“N6 néi toi chi sudt ngay ngan trd. Toi no6i rang la mot tam tri tdi suodt
ngay tran tré la dwong nhién, thi n6 bao day chinh la cai kiéu dap tra khon
16i tic ca 16 mdii, thé 1a t6i bod di. C6 1€ n6 sé gianh dugc quyén git tén
riéng cua t6i.”

“Thé a...?” Zaphod khé héi. “Thé tén riéng ctia may la gi?”

“Bo Te,” giong nodi dap. “Teén t6i la Bo Te Gargravarr. Chi nghe la da
hiéu, ding khong?”

“Um...” Zaphod thdng cam néi.

“Va chinh vi thé ma t6i, m6t tam tri bi lia than xac, dwgc phan lam
Nguoi Canh Gac Vong Xody Tam Nhin Toan Canh. Khong ai dat chan 1én
bé mdt hanh tinh nay. Ngoai trit cdc nan nhan cia Vong Xody - ma t6i e la
ho thi khong dwoc tinh.”

“T6i sé ké chuyén do6 cho anh nghe. Anh c6 mu6n nghe khong?”

“0y...
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“Céach day nhiéu nam, day la mot hanh tinh thinh virong, hanh phic -
c6 nguoi, cé thanh pho, cé ctra hang, mot thé gidi binh thuwong. Chi c6 diéu
cac pho trung tam & nhitng thanh pho nay cé khi hoi nhiéu ctta hang giay
hon ta nghi la can thiét. Va dan dan, m6t cach am tham, s6 lwgng cita hang
giay ct thé tang 1én. D6 1la mot hién twgng kinh té€ thuwong gap, nhung that
thé tham khi phai chitng kién, vi cang c6 nhiéu ctta hang giay thi ho lai phai
san xudt ra cang nhiéu giay va ching cang tré nén kém chat lwgng va kho
di hon. Va chiing cang kho di hon thi ngwdi ta lai cang phai mua nhiéu hon
dé c6 giay ma di, va cac ctra hang lai cang sinh so6i ndy nd, cho dén khi nén
kinh té toan hanh tinh trdi qua mét cai goi la Chan Troi Sy Kién Giay, va
khong ai c6 thé xay dung duwgc gi khac dam bdao tinh kinh té ngoai cac ctra
hang giay. Két qua la - sup do, diéu tan, va nan déi. Phan 16n dan ching
déu chét cd. Nhitng nguwdi hiém hoi c6 gen khong 6n dinh ding kiéu can
thiét thi dot bién thanh chim - anh da thdy mot trong s ho roi day - va ho
nguyén rua chan minh, nguyén rua mat dat, va thé sé khong ai dat chan lén
do6 nita. Nhitng ké khon kho. Di nao, t6i phai dan anh dén ché Vong Xoay.”

Zaphod lac dau kho hiéu va loang choang buwéc téi trwdc, bang qua
canh dong.

“Con may,” ga héi, “may ciling xuat than tir cai dia nguc nay, phai
khong?”

“Khong, khong,” Gargravarr chung hitng dap, “t6i dén tir hanh tinh
Sao Ech C. Mot noi tuyét dep. Co rat nhiéu chd cau ca. T6i t6i t6i lai bay
vé d6. Mdc du bay gio toi chi c¢6 thé quan sat ma thoi. Vong Xody Tam
Nhin Toan Canh la thi duy nhat c6 hoat dong chitc nang gi dé trén hanh
tinh nay. N6 duwgc xdy & day vi khong ai mudn c6 né trede thém nha minh
ca.”

Ping lic d6 mot tieng thét ai oan khac lai xé toac khong trung, lam
Zaphod rung minh.

“Cai gi c6 thé khién ngudi ta thét 1én nhw thé nhi?” ga thi thao.
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“Vii Tru,” Gargravarr dap gon, “toan bo Vii Tru vo bién. Cac mat troi
vO s0, khodng cach vo tan gitta ching, va anh, mot chdm nho v6 hinh trén
mot cham nhé vo hinh, nhé dén vo bién.”

“Nay chu em, tao la Zaphod Beeblebrox day,” Zaphod lam bam, c6
givrong mdy manh ty ton da rach toi ta ctia minh lén.

Gargravarr khong tra 10i, chi lai tiép tuc ngan nga rau ri cho dén khi ho
tGi trdc toa nha vom bang thép da mo xin gitta canh dong.

Ho vira dén noi, mot 0 ctra bén ram ri m@ bén héng, cho thdy mdt can
buong nhé t6i tam bén trong.

“Vao di,” Gargravarr noi.

Zaphod giat thot nguoi so hai.

“H4, ngay bay gio ay a?” ga hoi.

“Bay gio.”

Zaphod lo lang ng6 vao trong. Can buong rat nhé. N6 cé vach thép, va
gan nhw khong da ché cho hon mét nguai.

“0... tao ching thay no giéng Vong Xody gi sit,” gi noi.

“Khong phai,” Gargravarr noi, “day la thang may thoi. Vao di.”

Véi noi sg hai cung cye, Zaphod buédc vao trong. Ga biét Gargravarr
c6 0 trong thang may vd&i minh, mdc du ké khong than xac luc nay khong
néi khong rang.

Thang may bat dau di xuong.

“Tao phai chuan bi tinh than cho chuyén nay méi dwoc,” Zaphod 1am
bam.

“Khong c¢6 tinh than nao c6 thé chuan bi duwgc cho chuyén
nay,“Gargravarr nghiém nghi noi.

“May ding la co6 tai lam ngudi ta thdy kém coi day.”

“Khong hé. Vong Xody mdi la th ¢6 tai do.”
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Pén chan thang, ctta sau thang mdy md& ra va Zaphod ldo déo budc
vao mot can buong thiét bi, nhé hep, vach thép.

O dau kia budng lirng litng mot cai hop thép thiang ditng, vira dua to dé
mot nguoi dirng vao.

Pon gian co vay.

Cai hop noi véi mot dong cac may moc va thiét bi khac bang mot day
cap day duy nhat.

“Chi c6 thé thoi?” Zaphod ngac nhién hoi.

“Pung vay.”

Nhin cling khong dén noéi, Zaphod tu nhu.

“Va tao phai chui vao do ha?” Zaphod noi.

“Anh phai chui vao do6,” Gargravarr dap, “va toi e la anh phai vao
ngay bay gio.”

“R0i, r6i,” Zaphod ndi.

Ga ma cwa cai hop va budc vao.

Ga dirng dgi trong hop.

Nam gidy sau c6 mot tiéng tach, ré6i cd Vii Tru da nam trong hop cung

~

ga.
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CHUONG

Véng Xody Tam Nhin Toan Canh lay dwgc hinh anh vé toan bo Vi Tru
dwa trén nguyén tac phan tich vat chat ngoai suy.

Tam hiéu nhw thé nay: vi moi mau vat chat trong Vi Tru déu cach nay
cach kia chiu anh hwéng ctia moi mau vat chat khac trong Vi Tru, nén theo
ly thuyét, c6 thé ngoai suy toan bo Vi Tru - moi mat trdi, moi hanh tinh,
quy dao cua chiing, cdu tao ctia chung, cung véi lich st kinh té xa héi cta
ching, tr mot thit vi du nhw 1a m6t mau nho banh gat6 xinh xinh chang
han.

Nguoi phat minh ra Vong Xody Tam Nhin Toan Canh da phat minh ra
né chang qua la dé choc titc vg minh.

Trin Tragula - vi d6 chinh la tén 6ng ta - la mot ngwoi mo mong, mot
nha tv twéng, mot triét gia tw bién, hay theo nhw vg 6ng ta n6i thi 1a mot tén
ngoc.

Va ba ta khong ngirng cau nhau vi nhitng khoang thoi gian nhiéu qua
quat 6ng ta bo ra dé nhin vao khong gian, hay ngam nghi vé co ché hoat
dong ctia ghim bang, hay phan tich ph6 ky banh gat6.

“Ong phai y thitc dugc dén dau 1a vira chit!” ba ta thudng néi, doi khi
la dén ba muoi tdm lan trong mot ngay.

Va vi thé 6ng ta da tao ra Vong Xody Tam Nhin Toan Canh - chi dé
cho ba ta biét dén dau thi vira.

Va & mot dau 6ng cam vao toan bo hién thuc ngoai suy ra tir mot
miéng banh gatd, con dau kia 6ng cam vg minh: dé khi 6ng bat may 1én thi
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ba ta sé dwogc thdy, trong mot tich tac, toan bo Vii Tru va vi tri ctia ban than
minh trong do.

Trin Tragula kinh hoang thay ct s6c da hoan toan tiéu diét ndo vg 6ng;
nhuwng ong hai long nhan ra minh da chitng minh dwgc mot cach thuyét
phuc rang néu sy séng muon ton tai @ mot Vi Tru cé kich c& nhw vay, thi
mot diéu chac chan khong dwoc c6 dy la y thivc dén dau la vira.

Ctra Vong Xoay bat ma.

Twr tam tri khong than xac, Gargravarr rau 1 nhin ra. Y da thay kha
mén Zaphod Beeblebrox, theo mét cach ky la nao d6. Ro rang ga co rat
nhiéu pham chat, du gan nhu toan la nhitng pham chat xau ca.

Y dgi ga nga vat ra khoi cai hdp, nhw tat cd cac nan nhan khac.

Nhung ga lai budc ra.

“Chao!” ga noi.

“Beeblebrox...” tam tri Gargravarr strng sot thot lén.

“Cho tao ly ruvgu duge khong?” Zaphod hoi.

“Anh... anh... da vao trong Vong Xoday roi chi¥?” Gargravarr lap bap.

“Chinh may cfing thay r6i ma, nhoc.”

“Va né van hoat dong chi¢?”

“Chinh xac.”

“Va anh da thay toan b coi Sang Thé vo bién?”

“Han roi. Mot cho that hay, may biét ch?”

Tam tri Gargravarr choang vang vi kinh ngac. Néu co thé y c6 doé thi
han n6 da ng6i phich xuéng, miéng ha hoc.

“Va anh cling da thay ban than minh,” Gargravarr noi, “trong twong
quan vdi tat ca thi d6?”

“0, ¢6 chiz.”

“Nhung... anh da thay thé nao?”

Zaphod vénh vao nhun vai.
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“N6 chi cho tao biét cai tao da biét tir 1au. Tao la mot ga cye dinh, cuc
hay. Tao da bao ma, cung, tao la Zaphod Beeblebrox!”

Ga dwa mat lwét qua c6 may diéu khién Vong Xoday va dot nhién dirng
phat lai.

Ga thé manh.

“F,” ga n6i, “ddy c6 phai 1a mot mau banh gatd khong?”

Ga giat miéng banh ra khoi mé thiét bi cam bién bao quanh.

“Néu tao noi véi may la tao can miéng banh nay dén mic nao,” ga
thém thudng néi, “thi tao sé chang con thoi gian ma an né nita.”

Ga an no.
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CHUONG

MC)t lat sau ga da chay bang qua canh dong, vé phia thanh pho do nat.
Khong khi am thap kho khe trong phéi ga va choc choc ga lai loang

choang vi van con mét . Dém cling sap buéng xudng roi, va mat dat thi
go ghé nguy hiém.

Nhung ga van con lang lang vi trdi nghiém vira xong. Toan bo Vii Tru.
Ga da thay toan bo Vii Tru tradi ra dén vo bién quanh minh - tat ca moi th.
Va cung vGi dé la cai y niém ro rang va phi thwong rang ga la diéu quan
trong nhat trong Vi Tru d6. Co cai toi tw phu la mot chuyén. BPwgc mot cai
mady khang dinh lai 1a chuyén khéc.

Ga khong c6 thai gian dé ngam nghi vé viéc nay.

Gargravarr da noi vdi ga la y sé phai bao cao lai sy viéc vGi cac chu
nhan cta minh, nhung y san long dgi mot thoi gian cho phai phép trude khi
lam vay. Pu thoi gian dé Zaphod chay di tim cho tron.

Phai lam gi thi ga khong biét, nhung cai cam gidc rang ga la nguoi
quan trong nhdt trong toan Vii Tru khién ga ty tin cho rang réi cach giai
quyét sé ty xuat hién.

Trén cai hanh tinh tan rui nay chang con gi khac dé cho ga lac quan
ntra.

Ga c thé chay, va chang may choc da dén ngoai 6 thanh phé bé
hoang.

Ga di doc nhitng con dwong nitt vé day nhitng bui c6 dai xo xac, cac 6
ga thi chita day nhitng doi giay da muc nat. Nhitng toa nha ga di qua ciing
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d6 nat va tiéu diéu dén nodi ga nghi chui vao trong sé khong an toan chiit
nao. Ga cé thé tron ¢ dau dugc? Ga chay tiép.

Mot lat sau, con duvong ga dang di ré sang nhitng gi con sot lai cua
mot dai 10 rong thénh thang, & cudi 1a mot toa nha thap, rong bé, bao quanh
la nhitng can nha phu nhé hon, va bao quanh tit cd lai cé6 thém mot rao
chan d6 nat nita. Toa nha chinh nhin van c6 vé kha vitng chac, va Zaphod
ré xudng do xem no co thé cho ga... 0, cho ga bat ky cai gi khong.

Ga lai gan toa nha. Doc theo mot bén nha - ¢6 1€ 1a mat tién, vi né nam
do6i dién mot khodng san xi mang rong - la ba canh ctra khong 16, c6 1é phai
cao dén hai muwoi mét. Canh ctra & dang cudi dé ngo, Zaphod bén chay voi
vé phia do.

Bén trong chi toan bong t6i 10 mad, bui bam, va canh hon loan. Nhitng
tam mang nhén khong 16 phu 1én tat cd. Mot phan mong nha da sup xudng,
mot phan birc twong phia sau da do, va mét 16p bui day dén vai phan phu
kin mat san.

Gitra béng toi nang né, c6 nhirng hinh thu khong 16 hién ra lirng litng,
phu day gach da.

Nhitng hinh thu nay nhac hinh try, nhac hinh cu hanh, nhac lai cé hinh
tritng, hay ding hon la triing da n&t. Phan 16n déu mé todc hodc vo roi
rung, mot s6 chi con tro khung.

Chung thdy déu la phi thuyeén, thady hw hong ca.

Zaphod buc bdi di vo van gifta nhitng déng khéi do so. O day ching
c6 gi co6 thé tam dung dwgc. Tham chi rung dong tir bwdc chan ctia ga cling
khién thém md&t dong sat vun bap bénh dé sup xudng.

O cuéi tdoa nha 1a mot phi thuyén cfi, hoi 16n hon nhitng cai khac, bi
vui gitta mot dong bui va mang nhén con day hon. Nhung bé ngoai thi cé
vé con nguyén ven. Zaphod to mo lai gan n6 tham do, va dang di thi ga
bong vap phai mot day dan cili.

Ga dinh ném cai day dan sang bén, nhung ga ngac nhién thay né van
con cam vao phi thuyeén.
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Ga cang stng sot hon khi phat hién ra cai day dang khé kéu reé re.

Ga nhin phi thuyén nhw khong tin n6i vao mat minh, réi nhin xuéng
soi day dan trong tay.

Ga cdi phat do khodc ném sang mot bén. Ga bo bang tay va dau goi,
bam theo sgi day dén cho ndi vaGi phi thuyén. Cho ndi van con chac chan,
va tiéng rang dong reé ré khe khé gi® cang ré hon.

Tim ga dap don. Ga chui b6t bui bam di va &p tai vao bén swon phi
thuyén. Ga c6 thé nghe thdy mot am thanh yéu 6t, khong ro la gi.

Ga cudng cudng luc tim gitta dong dé nat vieong vai trén san nha khap
quanh minh va tim thdy mot doan 6ng ngan, cing mot cai coc nhwa loai
khong tw phan hiy. Ga dung hai thi nay ché ra mot cai 6ng nghe thd so va
ap vao than phi thuyeén.

Cai ga nghe dugc khién hai bd ndo cua ga 16n nhao.

MGt giong noi 1én tiéng:

“Hang Du Thuyén Lién Sao xin gwi 10i xin 16i téi hanh khach vi
chuyén bay ti€p tuc bi cham tré. Ching t6i hién dang doi bo sung khan giay
nho wép hwong chanh dé quy vi dwgc thoai mai, dé chiu, va vé sinh trong
chuyén bay. Xin cam on quy vi vi da kién nhan chd dgi. Sap tdi cac tiép
vien sé lai phuc vu quy vi ca phé va banh quy.”

Zaphod lao dao lui lai, dién cuong nhin tran tran phi thuyeén.

Ga do dan di xung quanh hoi 1au. R6i ga bong nhin thay mot tam bién
khong 16 bao gio cat canh van con treo tr tran nha trén dau ga, nhung chi
con mot sgi day. Bién bam day bui ban, nhirng mot vai con s6 van con doc
duoc.

Zaphod dwa mat do tim gita cac con so, r6i lam vai phép tinh chéng
vanh. Mat ga tro ra.

“Chin tram nam...” ga thi thao véi chinh minh. Phi thuyén nay da
cham chin tram nam.

Hai phit sau ga vao trong phi thuyén.
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Khi gd buwéc qua khoang diéu ap, bau khong khi don ga trong phi
thuyén van con mat va trong lanh - diéu hoa khong khi van hoat dong.

Peén van sang.

Ga ra khéi buong chd nhé, tién vao mot hanh lang ngan hep, va héi
hop budc xudi hanh lang.

Dot nhien mot canh cra bat m@ va mot dang nguoi budc ra tredc mat

~

ga.

“Xin quy khach lam on tré vé cho ng6i,” tiép vién nguwdi may noi, roi
quay lung lai va di tredc ga xuéng cudi hanh lang.

Khi tim da dap trd lai, ga di theo 6 ta. C6 ta md canh ctra & cudi hanh
lang va budc qua.

Ga theo c0 ta budc qua ctra.

Gio ho dang & trong khoang hanh khach, va tim Zaphod lai ngirng dap
trong chdc lat.

Trén moi ghé 1a mot hanh khach ng6i, day an toan cai chat.

Toc cac hanh khach dai thuot, r6i bu, méng tay cling dai, va dan ong
thi rau ria ram kin ca mat.

Tat cé bon ho 1o rang la con song - nhung dang ngu.

Zaphod thdy gai 6c ndi khap nguoi.

Ga cham cham bwdc doc 16i di nhvw trong con mo. Khi ga dén dugc
gitra 16i di thi o tiép vién da dén dau kia. Co ta quay lai va lén tiéng.

“Xin chdc quy vi mot budi chiéu t6t lanh,” c6 ta ngot ngao néi. “Cam
on quy vi da chiu dung sy cham tré nho nhé nay. Ching t6i sé cat canh
ngay khi c6 thé. Néu quy vi thitc day bay gio thi t6i sé phuc vu ca phé va
banh quy.”

C6 mot tiéng ré nho nho.

Prng lic do, tat ca cac hanh khach tinh day.
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Ho gao thét va cao cdu nhitng sgi day an toan va hé thong duy tri sy
song dang troi chat ho vao ghé. Ho thét gao va kéu la cho dén khi Zaphod
twong tai ga sap thing dén noi.

Ho véat va qudn quai trong liic c6 tiép vién kién nhan di xu6i 16i di va
dat mot tach ca phé nhé cung mot géi banh quy triréc mat moéi ngwoi bon
ho.

RO6i mot nguoi trong s6 ho dirng 1én khoi ghé.

Ong ta quay lai nhin Zaphod.

Da Zaphod ran ran khap minh may nhw thé dang c6 tudt ra. Ga quay
nguoi chay phat khéi canh hon loan.

Ga lao qua ctra va quay lai hanh lang.

Nguoi dan 6ng dudi theo ga.

Ga dién cubng chay dén cudi hanh lang, qua budng chd, va chay xa
hon nita. Ga chay 1én budng l4i, r6i déng sap canh ctra va choét lai sau lung
minh. Ga twra Iuwng vao ctta thd hon hén.

Chi may gidy sau, mot ban tay da nén thinh thinh 1én cira.

Twr dau dé6 trén buong lai, mot giong n6i may lén tiéng.

“Hanh khach khong dwgc phép vao khoang lai. Lam on tréd vé cho
ngoi va doi tau cat canh. Ca phé va banh quy dang dwoc phuc vu. Pay la
ché d6 1ai ty dong. Lam on tré vé cho ngoi.”

Zaphod khong noi gi. Ga thé nang nhoc; sau lung ga, ban tay van dang
dam cta.

“Lam on trd vé cho ngo6i,” ché do lai tw dong nhac lai. “Hanh khach
khong dwgc phép vao buong 14i.”

“Tao khong phai hanh khach,” Zaphod hon hén.

“Lam on tr@ vé cho ngo6i.”

“Tao khong phai hanh khach!” Zaphod lai quat lén.

“Lam on tré vé cho ngoi.”
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“Tao khong phai... a 16, may c6 nghe thay khong?”

“Lam on tré vé cho ngoi.”

“May la ché do lai ty dong ha?” Zaphod hai.

“Vang,” mot giong néi phat ra tir bang diéu khién.

“May chiu trach nhiém diéu khién phi thuyén nay?”

“Vang,” giong noi tiép tuc, “chuyén bay da bi cham tré. Cac hanh
khach dugc dat trong tinh trang ngt dong dé ho dwgc tién nghi va thoai
mai. Ca phé va banh quy dwoc phuc vu hang nam, sau d6 cac hanh khach sé
trd lai tinh trang ngt dong dé ho tiép tuc dugc tién nghi va thodi mai. Phi
thuyén sé cat canh ngay khi nhu yéu pham da dugc bo sung day da. Ching
toi rat xin 16i vi syt cham tré nay.”

Zaphod roi khoi canh ctta, né khong con bi nén ram ram ntta. Ga lai
gan bang diéu khién.

“Cham tré dy a?” ga kéu lén. “May c6 nhin thay thé gigi bén ngoai phi
thuyén nay khong? N6 la mot hoang mac, mot hanh tinh chét. Nén van
minh da sup d6 r6i. Chang c6 khan gidy wép hwong chanh & dau dén nita
dau!”

“Tinh theo so6 liéu,” ché do lai ty dong nghiém trang noéi, “thi cé xac
suat nhiéu nén van minh khac sé xuat hién. M6t ngay kia sé lai c6 khan
gidy wdp huwong chanh. Cho dén lic do6 thi chuyén bay sé bi chdm trong
choc 1at. Lam on tré vé cho ngoi.”

“Nhung...”

Nhung ding ltic d6 ctra mé ra. Zaphod quay ngoat lai va thady nguoi
dan 6ng vira dudi theo gi dang ding d6. Ong ta xadch mot cai cip tap to.
Ong ta an van banh bao, toc ngin. Ong ta khong c6 rau rim hay moéng tay
dai.

“Zaphod Beeblebrox,” dng ta néi, “tén t6i la Zarniwoop. Tai tin la anh
muon gap t6i.”
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Zaphod Beeblebrox sup xuong. Hai cai miéng cua ga thét ra nhitng 16i
ngd ngan. Ga khuyu xuoéng mot cai ghé.

“Qi troi, 6i troi, ong tir x6 nao chui ra thé?” gi hoi.

“T6i da luén & day dé dgi anh,” 6ng ta dap lai bang giong nghiém
nghi.

Ong ta dt cai cip xudng va ngdi 1én mot chiéc ghé khac.

“T6i rat mirng la anh da lam theo chi dan,” 6ng ta néi. “T6i da hai lo
la anh sé ra khoi van phong t6i bang ctra chinh thay vi cita s6. Néu thé thi
anh da gap rac roi to roi.”

Zaphod lac hai cai dau va lap bap.

“Khi budc qua ctra van phong t6i, anh da budc vao Vii Tru tong hgp
dién tir cua t6i,” ong ta giai thich. “Néu ra bang ctta chinh thi anh sé quay
lai Vi Tru that. Con Vi Tru nhan tao thi dwgc diéu khién tr day.”

Ong ta vd v céi cip vé ty déc.

Zaphod tritng mat nhin 6ng ta vé titc t6i va cam ghét. “Hai céi c6 gi
khac nhau?” ga lau bau.

“Khong c6 gi ca,” Zarniwoop dap, “chiing gidng hét nhau. A - hinh
nhu chi khac mét diém 1a Chién Co Sao Ech trong Vi Tru that c6 mau xam
th6i.”

“Pang c6 chuyén gi thé nay?” Zaphod quat.

“Pon gian thoi,” Zarniwoop noéi. Vé binh than ty tin ctia 6ng ta khién
Zaphod sui bot mép.

“Rat don gian thoi,” Zarniwoop nhac lai. “T6i da phat hién ra toa do
dé tim ra ngwoi dé - ngwoi cai quan ca Vi Tru, va phat hién ra rang thé gidi
ctia ong ta dugc bao vé béi mot Triwong Tuyét Bat Kha. Dé bao vé bi mat
ctia minh - va ban than - t6i da trén vao Vi Tru hoan toan nhan tao nay va
an minh trén ma6t du thuyén bi bé quén. Téi da dugce an toan. Trong khi do,
toi va anh...”

“Ong va t6i?” Zaphod gian dif néi. “Y ong la tdi tiing biét 6ng?”
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“Phai,” Zarniwoop noi, “ching ta biét nhau rat ro.”

“T6i chang biét chon ban gi ca,” Zaphod noi va lai chim vao im lang a

!'D)

“Trong khi do6, t6i va anh sap xép dé anh danh cap phi thuyén chay
dong co Can Bat Kha - phi thuyén duy nhét cé thé dén duwgc thé gidi cua
ngwoi cai quan Vil Tru - va dem né dén cho t6i & day. T6i tin la anh da lam
dugc viéc do, va toi xin chiic mirng anh.” Ong ta mim mot nu cuoi nira
miéng ma Zaphod chi mu6n tdng cho mot cuc gach.

“A ma néu anh dang ban khoan viéc d6,” Zarniwoop néi, “thi Vii Tru
nay dugc dac biét tao ra dé doi anh dén. Vi vay anh chinh la nguwdi quan
trong nhat trong Vi Tru nay. Anh sé khong bao gid,” 6ng ta néi vdi mot nu
cwoi con dang an gach hon, “cé thé séng so6t qua Vong Xody Tam Nhin
Toan Canh trong thé gidi thyc. Ching ta di chi?”

“Pi dau?” Zaphod lam i hoi. Ga thay coi long tan nat.

“Lén phi thuyén cua anh. Trdi Tim Vang. Anh c6 dem né theo day
chi?”

“Khong.”

“Ao khoac ctia anh dau?”

Zaphod tré6 mat nhin 6ng ta.

“Ao khodc ctia toi 4y a? T6i cdi né ra roi. O ngoai kia kia.”

“T6t, ching ta sé ra tim no.”

Zarniwoop dirng day va ra hiéu cho Zaphod di theo ong ta.

Khi buwéc ra buéng cho, ho lai nghe thay tiéng thét cia dam hanh
khach dang bi nho6i ca phé va banh quy.

“Dgi anh that chang dé chiu gi,” Zarniwoop noi.

“Chang dé chiu gi cho 6ng dy a!” Zaphod gao lén.

“Thé 6ng nghi...?”
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Zarniwoop dua mot ngén tay lén ra hiéu im ldng khi cita mé ra. Cach
dé vai budc ho cé thé thady do khoac cia Zaphod dang nam gitta dong do
nat.

“Mot chiéc tau bay phi thwong va vo cing manh mé,” Zarniwoop noi.
“Anh xem day.”

Ho nhin va thdy tii 4o khoac bong phong 1én. N6 niit toac roi rach
toac. Cai mo hinh tau Trdi Tim Vang nho nhé bang kim loai ma Zaphod da
hét sitc boi réi khi phat hién ra trong tii 4o minh gio dang to 1én.

N6 to Ién, to 1én mai. Sau hai phit, n6 da to 1én bang kich c& ban dau.

“O hé s6 can bat kha... o, toi ciing khdng biét nita, nhung 1 mot con
sO rat to,” Zarniwoop noi.

Zaphod lao dao.

“Y ong 1a toi di c6 no trong tui ti¥ bdy dén gid sa0?” Zarniwoop mim
cwdi. Ong ta nhac cip 1én va mé ra. Ong ta vin mot cai cong tic trong cip.

“Tam biét Vi Tru nhan tao,” ong ta noi; “va xin chao Vi Tru that!”

Canh twgng tredc mat ho thoang nhoa di - roi hién hién trd lai y hét
nhu trudc.

“Thay chwa?” Zarniwoop néi. “Giong hét nhau.”

“Y ong 13,” Zaphod nhic lai, cing nhv ddy dan, “t6i dd c6 né trong tdi
tir by dén gio saon?”

“A vang,” Zarniwoop dap, “tat nhién. Tat ca mau chét la ¢ dé6 ma.”

“Thoi da roi,” Zaphod noi. “Cho toi xin kiéu, tr gio' trd di cho toi xin
kiéu. T6i chiu dyng thé 1a di 1dm roi. Ong di ma choi trd cda riéng minh
ay.”

“T6i e rang anh khong thé di dugc,” Zarniwoop noi, “anh dang nam
trong Trueong Can Bat Kha. Anh khong thé thoat ra dugc.”

Ong ta lai n& ci nu cudi ma Zaphod dd muén ddm cho mét cd va lan
nay thi Zaphod dam that.
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CHUONG

Ford Prefect nhdy 1én dai chi huy tau Trai Tim Vang.

“Trillian! Arthur!” anh ta goi. “N6 hoat dong tré lai r6i! Phi thuyén
hoat dong tr@ lai r6i!”

Trillian va Arthur dang nam ngu trén san.

“Nao hai ngwoi, day di, ching ta dang di chuyén tiép r6i,” anh ta da
cho ho mot cu.

“Xin chao cac dang ay!” may tinh liu lo. “Xin néi la that tuyét duoc
trd lai vdi cac dang 4y, va toi chi muon néi la...”

“Thoi di,” Ford noi. “Cho bon tao biét bon tao dang & ché quai nao.”

“Hanh tinh Sao Ech B, va né diing 1a mot bai rac,” Zaphod vira néi
vira chay 1én dai chi huy. “Xin chao, cac vi chac phai sung swéng khi thay
ta dén noi khong thé tim dwoc 10i nao dé cho ta biét ta 1a mot ga soai sanh
diéu dén mirc nao.”

“M0Gt ga gi co?” Arthur ngai ngi, mai nhom tir dwdi san 1én chang lot
duoc 10i nao vao tai.

“Ta biét cac vi cam thay thé nao,” Zaphod néi. “Ta ngau dén noi ta
cling ctrng lwdi khi néi chuyén vdi chinh minh. That tuyét dugc gap lai tat
ca, Trillian, Ford, Nguwoi Khi. Nay, 0, may tinh...”

“Xin chao ngai Beeblebrox, that 1a mot vinh dv dugc...”

“Cam mom va dwa bon tao ra khoi day, nhanh nhanh nhanh 1én.”

“Puoc thoi, bo téo, muodn di dau nao?”
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“Pi dau ciing dwoc, khong quan trong,” Zaphod quat. “A ma c6!” ga
stfa lai. “Bon tao muon dén quan an gan nhat!”

“Di nhién r6i,” mdy tinh vui vé dap va mét vu n6 khong 16 rung
chuyén ca dai chi huy.

Khi Zarniwoop buwdc vao sau dé chitng mot phat véi mot bén mat
tham tim, 6ng ta cham chud nhin bén cum khéi vé thich thu.
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CHUONG

B6n co thé cting d& chim xuéng béng t6i xody tit. Y thitc da chét, sw quén
lang lanh lung kéo bon tdm than dy xudng sau, sau hon nita trong cai ho phi
ton tai. Tiéng gam rong cta im lang thé lwong vang vong chung quanh ho,
va cudi cung ho chim xuéng mdt bién den t6i dang ngat toan nwdc cudn
cudn do ngau tir tir nudt chirng ho, dwong nhw la vinh viéen.

Sau m6t khodng twéng chirng vo tan, bién rat xuong, dé ho nam lai
trén mot cai bo cirng lanh ngat, nhitng vat troi dat tir dong chdy Sy Song,
Vi Tru va Van Vat.

Nhitng con co giat lanh budt khién ho run ray, nhithg dom sang nhay
nhot dén phat buon 6i chung quanh ho. Cai bo citng lanh chao déo, xoay
tron, r6i ditng yén. N6 tda ra mot anh sang toi - d6 la mot cai bo citng lanh
duwoc danh bong 1on.

Mot vét mo xanh nhin ho vé ché bai.

N6 khé ho.

“Xin chic quy ba, quy 6ng, bubi t6i tét lanh,” né néi. “Quy vi c6 dat
cho trwdc khong?”

Y thitc cta Ford Prefect bat trd lai nhw mot sgi day chun, 1am ndo anh
ta dau diéng. Anh ta do dan nhin l1én vét m@ xanh no.

“DPadt cho ay a?” anh ta yéu 6t hoi.

“Vang, thura ngai,” vét mo xanh dap.

“DPén kiép sau ma cling can dat ch6?”
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Néu mot vét mo xanh cé thé nhwén 16ng may vé khinh bi thi d6 chinh
la cai ma vét mo xanh kia dang lam Iac nay.

“Kiép sau v, thwa ngai?” n6 noi.

Arthur Dent dang c6 nam lay y thitc cia minh nhw ¢6 nam lay banh xa
phong bi roi trong bon tam.

“Pay la kiép sau a?” anh lap bap.

“O thi t6i doan thé,” Ford Prefect vira néi vira c6 nhin xem trdi ¢ phia
nao. Anh ta thr nghiém cai gia thuyét la né & phia doi dién vGi bo cing
lanh noi minh dang nam, va ldo ddo ditng lén trén cai ma anh ta mong la
chan minh.

“Y t6i 13,” anh ta néi, ngudi khé du dwa, “khong doi ndo chiing ta c6
thé song sot sau vu nd ay, phai khong?”

“Phai,” Arthur 1am bam. Anh da chong khuyu tay ng6i day nhung tinh
hinh c6 vé chang kha gi hon. Anh lai guc xuéng.

“Phai,” Trillian ditng day néi, “khong doi nao.”

Mot tiéng am oe khan ddc vong lén tir dwéi dat. Do la Zaphod
Beeblebrox dang cd lén tiéng.

“Ta thi chac chan la khéng song sot,” ga khac nhé. “Ta chét di du roi.
Bum bom va thé 1a toi luon.”

“0, nhd c6 anh,” Ford néi, “ma chiing ta ching c6 co hdi séng sot.
Chac han ching ta da bi n6 thanh triéu manh. Tay chan vang t phia.”

“U,” Zaphod vira kéu ca vira ditng day.

“Néu quy cb va cac quy 6ng day muodn goi do udng...” vét mo xanh
noi, chon von bén ho vé sot ruot.

“Bum, bet,” Zaphod néi tiép, “titc thi bi nd tung thanh phan tr. Nay,
Ford,” ga noi, khi nhan ra mot trong nhitng vét mo dang hién ro hinh quanh
minh, “chi cé thdy gi nom nhw ca doi minh vut hién ra treéc mat khong?”

“Anh ciing bi thé a?” Ford héi. “Ca doi anh?”
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“U,” Zaphod néi, “it nhat thi anh ciing dodn day 1a doi minh. Anh rat
hay bay bong ngoai dau minh ma, chu ciing biét day.”

Ga nhin nhitng hinh tht quanh minh dang dan dan tré thanh cac hinh
dang ro6 rét chit khong phai la nhitng hinh dang m& ao lac lw khong c6 dang
hinh gi nira.

“Thé vay la...” ga noi.

“Sao?” Ford hoi.

“Vay la ta dang ¢ day,” Zaphod ngap ngting, “nam chét...”

“Pirng chw,” Trillian chinh lai.

“0, ditng chét,” Zaphod néi, “thé lwong gitta cai...”

“Cai nha hang,” Arthur Dent néi, gio da déng 1én va thdy minh c6 thé
nhin kha ro rang khién anh hét sitc ngac nhién. C6 nghia la, diéu lam anh
ngac nhién khong phai la viéc anh nhin dwgc, ma la cai anh nhin thdy.

“Chung ta dang ¢ day,” Zaphod van budng binh néi tiép, “ding chét
thé luvong gitra cai nha hang hoang vu nay...”

“Nam sao nay,” Trillian chinh lai.

“La nhi?” Ford noi.

“0y.”

“Peén chum dep day chi,” Trillian noi.

Ho stng s6t nhin quanh.

“Pay khong han la kiép sau,” Arthur néi, “ma la aprés vie* thi ding
hon.”

May bo dén chum thye ra hoi 1oe loet mot chit, va cdi tran mai vom
thdp noi treo nhitng bo dén dy, néu trong mét Vi Tru ly twéng, han sé
khong dwgc son cai sac do ngoc lam sam nhu thé, va néu c6 son sac do do
di nita han n6 ciling khong duwgc gan nhitng ngon den khi sac giau kin. Tuy
nhién, day khong phai la mét Vi Tru ly twéng, nhw da dwgc minh chitng bo
sung bang hoa van lac mat trén san nha kham da hoa cwong, hay thiét ké
cla tdm trai trén quay rwegu mat cam thach dai tdm muoi thwdc. Tam trai
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trén quay ruwgu mat cam thach dai tdm muwoi thudce dwoc thiét ké bang cach
khau gan hai muoi ngan tdim da Than Lan Da Kham sao Nguwu Lang vao
v&i nhau, bat chap thue té hai muwoi ngan con than lan dy can nhitng tdm da
kia dé giit cho long rudt khoi rét ra ngoai.

Mot vai sinh vat an mac sang trong dang ngoi choi bén quay rugu
hodc thu gidn trong nhitng chiéc ghé mau sac sac s& 6m sat lay nguoi, dwgc
dat day d6 quanh quay. Mot si quan ngudi VI’hurg tré tudi va co6 nang xanh
boc khdi ctia anh ta di qua hai canh civa 16n gan kinh mo & dau kia quay
rwgu, tién vao anh sang chéi loi trong buéng an chinh ctia Nha Hang phia
bén kia ctra.

Pang sau Arthur 1a mot 6 ctta s6 16n nhoé ra ngoai c6 treo rem. Anh
kéo mot goc rém va nhin ra mot quang canh tiéu diéu &m dam, xam xit, day
hé va rau ri, mot quang canh ma binh thuwong han da khién Arthur rung
minh sén gdy. Nhuwng bay gic khong phdi la lic binh thwong, vi thit khién
mau anh dong citng va khién da anh muén bo doc lwng anh va bay khéi dau
anh lai la bau troi. Bau troi. ..

MGt tay phuc vu lich s kéo tdm rém vé cho cil.

“Viéc nao gio gidc nay, thwa ngai,” y ndi.

Mat Zaphod 16e 1én.

“Nay, gwgm da, may vi da chét oi,” ga no6i. “Ta nghi ching ta dang bo
16 mot diéu cyc quan trong ddy. Ai d6 da néi gi d6 nhung ching ta khong
nghe ra.”

Arthur nhe bong ca nguai khi duwgc roi si chu y khéi cai anh vira nhin
thay.

Anh no6i, “T6i bdo né la kiéu apres...”

“0, va cau hin 1a héi han vi da néi phai khong?” Zaphod néi. “Thé
con Ford?”

“T6i bao la la nhi.”

“0, tinh ddy, nhung hoi nham, c6 18 day 1a...”
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“Co 18,” vét mo xanh ngat 101, bay gio né da hién nguyén hinh la mot
tay boi ban nhé bé teo tép da xanh, mdc bo vét den, “c6 1é cac vi mudn ban
chuyén nay trong lic uong gi do...”

“Do6 uong!” Zaphod kéu 1én. “Puing roi! Khéng dé y la cé thé bo 16 rat
nhiéu ma, thay chwa.”

“DPung vay, thrra ngai,” tay boi ban kién nhan néi. “Néu quy ¢6 va cac
quy 6ng muon uong gi dé tredc khi dung bita...”

“Dung bira!” Zaphod mung rd kéeu len. “Nghe nay, anh ban nho mau
xanh, bung ta chi nghe thé thoi la da mu6n dwa anh vé nha 6m ap anh ca
dém r6i.”

“...va Vi Try,” tay boi ban noi, kién quyét khong dé bi cat ngang khi
da sap vé dén dich, “lat nita sé phat n6 dé quy vi thuwéng thirc.”

Pau Ford trr t* quay vé phia tay boi ban. Anh ta 1én tiéng day cam
Xuc.

“Ai cha cha,” anh noéi, “& day c6 thit d6 udng manh thé co a?”

Tay boi ban khé bat ra mot tiéng cwoi lich sy ding kiéu boi ban.

“A,” y néi, “téi nghi c6 1& ngai da hiéu nham ¥ tbi.”

“0, t6i mong 1a khong,” Ford thd ra.

Tay boi ban khé bat ra mot tiéng ho lich sw ding kiéu béi ban.

“Cac khach hang cua ching t6i van thuwong hoi bi mat phwong hwéng
sau khi du hanh thdi gian, khong c6 gi 1a la,” y néi, “vi vay toi xin dugc dé
nghi...”

“Du hanh thoi gian?” Zaphod noi.

“Du hanh thoi gian?” Ford noi.

“Du hanh thoi gian?” Trillian noi.

“Y anh day khong phai 1a kiép sau a?” Arthur néi.

Tay b6i ban khé mim mot nu cwdi lich sy ding kiéu boi ban. Y da
dung gan hét ngén nghé ctia mét tay boi ban lich s va sap stta chuyén sang
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vai mot tay boi ban kho chiu hay n6i mia.

“Kiép sau w, thwa ngai?” y néi. “Khong a.”

“Va chung to6i chwa chét?” Arthur néi.

Tay boi ban mim chadt moi.

“A ha, ha,” y néi. “Ngai chac chan la con song, néu khong téi da
khong tim cach phuc vu ngai.”

Bang modt dong tac phi thwong khong thé miéu td ndéi, Zaphod
Beeblebrox dwra hai canh tay 1én vo ca hai tran va tay con lai vo dui.

“Nay, cac vi,” ga néi, “dién that. Ching ta lam duwgc roi. Ching ta da
dén dwogc cho ching ta mudn dén. Pay la Milliways!”

“Milliways!” Ford thot 1én.

“Vang, thwa ngai,” tay boi ban ndi, boi day thém may tang kién nhan,
“day 1a Milliways - Nha Hang O Tan Cung Vi Tru.”

“Tan cung cai gi ca?” Arthur hoi.

“Vii Try,” tay boi ban nhac lai, cwc ky ro rang va cham rai mét cach
khong can thiét.

“N6 tan cung tir bao gio theé?” Arthur héi.

“Vai phat nita, thra ngai,” tay boi ban néi. Y hit mot hoi that sau. Y
khong can lam nhw vay, vi co thé y dugc truyén hon hgp céac loai khi can
thiét dé sinh tén qua mot thiét bi nhé dan thang vao tinh mach budc & chan
y. Nhung c6 nhitng lic cho du ta cé trao doi chat bang cach nao di chang
nita thi ta van can phai hit mét hoi that sau.

“Bay gig, néu cac vi cudi cung cling muon goi do uong,” y ndi, “thi t6i
xin dan cac vi dén ban.”

Zaphod toét miéng nd hai nu cuwdi dién ro, thong dong tién t6i quay
rrou va mua gan hét s6 regu & do.
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CHUONG

Nhél Hang O Tan Cung Vii Tru 1a mot trong nhitng dy 4n liéu linh phi
thuwong nhat trong lich s nganh kinh doanh an uéng. N6 da dugc xay trén
nén nhitng vun v& con lai cta... n6 sé dugc xay trén nén... c6 nghia la dén
lic do thi né sé da dugce xay, va thue ra la da dugc xay roi...

Mot trong nhitng van dé 16n nhat gap phdi khi du hanh thoi gian
khong phai la vo tinh tr¢ thanh b6 hodc me cia chinh minh. Khong c6 van
dé gi ndy sinh ti* viéc trd thanh b6 hodc me ctia chinh minh ma mot gia
dinh v6i dau 6c céi mé va dé thich nghi lai khong thé xit ly dugce. Ciling
khong c6 van dé gi trong viéc thay doi tién trinh lich st - tién trinh lich st
khong thay doi béi vi tat ca déu gan véi nhau nhuw tro choi xép hinh. Moi
thay doi quan trong déu xdy ra tredc nhitng sy kién ma ching duogc cho la
sé thay doi va moi thit sé tu sap xép dau ra day hét.

Van dé 16n nhat don gian la ngi* phap, va cuon sach thuwong dung dé
tham khdo vé van dé nay la cuén Sé tay 1001 thi ngir phdp ctia nguoi du
hanh thoi gian cua Tién si Dan Streetmentioner. Vi du, né sé cho ban biét
cach miéu ta mot thit suyt xay ra v@i ban trong qua khit trudc khi ban tranh
duwgc né bang cach nhdy tdi hai ngay trong twong lai dé tranh né. Sv kién
nay sé dugc miéu ta theo cac cach khac nhau tuy xem ban néi vé n6 khi
dang & mdc thoi gian ty nhién cta minh, hay khi dang & mot twong lai xa
hon, hay khi dang & trong qua khit xa hon, va lai cang thém roi ram khi xét
dén kha nang ban dang tro chuyén trén duong di tir khoang thdi gian nay
dén khoang thoi gian khac véi muc dich tré thanh b6 hodc me cia chinh
minh.
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Phan 16n cac doc gia chi doc duge dén chwong vé thi Twong Lai Nira
biéu Kién B6 Nghia Bao Két Chéo Qua Khit Gia Pinh Chu bich la phai bd
dd; va vi thé cac ban in sau nay cta cuén sach déu bo trang cac trang sau
chwong nay, dé tiét kiém tién in.

Cudn Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha chi lwét qua cai nui r6i ram toan
hoc thuét triru twgng nay, ma néi rang thuat ngit “Twong Lai Hoan Thanh”
da bi loai bo khi nguwdi ta phat hién ra twong lai chang bao gio la hoan
thanh ca.

Quay lai chuyén chinh:

Nha Hang O Tan Cung Vii Tru 1a mot trong nhitng dy an lieu linh phi
thuwong nhat trong lich st nganh kinh doanh an uong.

N6 duge xay trén nén nhitng vun v& con lai ctia mot hanh tinh cudi
cung cling lui tan, bao quanh (sé da bao quanh) béi mot bong bong thoi
gian khong 16 va dugc day qua thoi gian dén ding thoi diém Tan Cung Vii
Tru.

Nhiéu ngudi néi day la diéu bat kha.

Trong Nha Hang, cac thwe khach ng6i (sé da ngoi nguyén) ¢ ban va
thuwong thirc (sé da c@ thwong thic) nhitng bita an thinh soan trong luc
ngam nhin (sé da dang ngam nhin) toan bo Vi Tru n6 tung quanh minh.

Nhiéu ngudi néi diéu nay cting la bat kha.

Ban c6 thé dén (sé c6 thé da dén) nha hang va ngéi & bat ky cho nao
ban muén ma khong can dat cho tredce (trede sau-khi) vi ban cé thé dit cho
sau trong qua kht, ay la khi ban tr& vé dong thoi gian ctia chinh minh (ban
sé co thé da dat cho tirc thai ngay tredc lic sé da trd vé nha).

Nhiéu ngudi sé khang khang noi diéu nay la hoan toan bat kha.

O Nha Hang ban c6 thé gip va dung bita v6i (sé c6 thé di gip va da
dung bita vdi khi) mot tdp hgp tiéu biéu day thu vi cac dan cw trén toan
khong gian va thoi gian.

Nhiéu ngwoi van kién nhan giai thich rang diéu nay la bat kha.
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Ban c6 thé dén Nha Hang bao nhiéu lan tuy y (sé c6 thé dén xong lai
dén... van van - tham khdo sach ctia Tién si Streetmentioner néu can biét
thém vé thi ngt phap chinh xac) ma van dam bao sé khong bao gio gap
phai chinh minh, vi diéu nay thwdng gay ra rat nhiéu khé xt.

Nhitng ngwoi ho nghi sé néi rang cho du tat ca nhitng diéu con lai la
c6 thé di chang nita, ma that ra la khong, thi diéu nay hién nhién la bat kha.

Ban chi can bé mot xu vao tai khoan tiét kiém & ky nguyén ctia minh,
va khi dén Tan Cung Thoi Gian so6 1ai kép tir mot xu do sé 1a da dé tra cho
chi phi tuyét hoang dwong cua bita an cua ban.

Nhiéu ngudi néi diéu nay khong nhitng don thuan bat kha ma con la
dién ro nita, vi vay cac giam doc quang cao trén hé sao Bastablon da nghi
ra cau khau hiéu sau: “Néu ban da lam sau diéu bat kha vao sang nay, thi
sao khong két thic bing bita sang & Milliways, Nha Hang O Tan Cung Vii
Tru?”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG

O quay rugu, Zaphod dang nhanh chéng mét nhoai di nhu con ky nhong.
Hai cai dau ga guc vao nhau va nu cuwdi ctia ching khong con an khép nita.
Ga dang sung suwéng dén khon kho.

“Zaphod,” Ford ndi, “trong khi van con néi duwgc thi anh lam on cho
toi biét cai photon gi da xay ra duwgc khong? Anh da ¢ dau? Chuang t6i da &
dau? Chuyén nhé thoi, nhwng t6i van mu6n lam cho ro.”

Cai dau bén trai cua Zaphod tinh rwgu, dé cai dau bén phai cang chim
sau vao say xin.

“0,” ga noi, “anh da di day d6. Ho mu6n anh tim ra ngudi cai quan Vi
Try, nhung anh chang bu6n gdp 6ng ta. Anh tin la 6ng ta khong biét ndu
an.”

Cai dau bén trai ctia ga quan sat cai dau bén phai noi vay roi gat gat.

“Pung dady,” n6 noéi, “lam mét ly nita di.”

Ford goi thém mdt ly N6 Banh Hong Xuyén Ngan Ha nita, thit rugu
dwge miéu ta la giong véi mot vu tran 16t -vira ton tién vira hai ndo. Du
chuyén gi da xdy ra thi Ford cling quyét dinh la anh ta chang dé tam lam.

“Nghe nay, Ford,” Zaphod no6i, “moi thit déu ngau va soai ca.”

“Y anh 1a moi tht déu da dwoc kiém soat chi? gi.”

“Khong,” Zaphod néi, “anh khong c6 y moi thi déu duwoc kiém soat.
Nhu thé chang c6 gi la ngau va soai ca. Néu chi muon biét da cé chuyén gi
thi ¢t tam néi 12 anh da thau tém duogc tat ca tinh hinh trong tdi day roi. O
kée?”
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Ford nhun vai.

Zaphod cuoi khuac khich vao ly rugu. Rugu tran qua thanh ly va an
thing ca mat quay cam thach.

Mot tén di gan troi da da mau sac tién dén gan ho roi chia cay vi cam
dién vao ho ma choi cho dén khi Zaphod cho han that nhiéu tién va han
dong y di cho khac.

Tén di gan dén gan Arthur va Trillian dang ngo6i & m6t khu khac cua
quay rugu.

“Anh khong biét cho nay la céi gi,” Arthur n6i, “nhuwng anh nghi né
lam anh sén ca gai 6c.”

“Ubng mot ly nita di,” Trillian n6i. “Thw gian xem nao.”

“Lam cai nao day?” Arthur hoi. “Hai cai d6 loai triv lan nhau.”

“Arthur t0i nghiép, anh qua la khong quen dugc vdi cudc song kiéu
nay phai khong?”

“Em goi day la cudc song a?”

“Anh bat dau néi nhw Marvin r6i day.”

“Marvin la ké suy nghi tinh tdo nhat ma anh ting biét. Em nghi chiing
ta lam cach nao méi dudi dwgc tén choi vi cam nay di nhi?”

Tay boi ban tién lai.

“Ban ctia quy vi da san sang,” y noi.

Nhin tr bén ngoai, ma né von chang bao gid dugc nhin tir bén ngoai,
thi Nha Hang trong giong mot con sao bién 1ap lanh khong 16 mac can trén
mot hon da bi béd quén. M6i mét canh sao bién lan lwgt 1a quay rugu, nha
bép, may phat trrong luwc dé bao vé toan bo toa nha cung mau hanh tinh do
nat trén do no toa lac, va cac Tuabin Thoi Gian lu6n cham cham dwa day tat
thdy cong trinh nay t6i lui ngang qua khoanh khac quan trong kia.

O trung tdm lirng litng mot mai vom vang khéng 16, gan nhu mot qua
cau tron xoe, va Zaphod, Ford, Arthur va Trillian dang ti€én vao chinh noi
nay.
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Riéng kim tuyén da co6 it nhat la nam tdn dwgc do vao day trudc bon
ho, pht 1én moi bé mat c6 thé phtu dugc. Nhitng bé mat khac khong con cho
phu nita 1a vi ching da can day da quy, vo so quy hiém tir hé sao
Santraginus, vang 1a, manh st kham, da than lan, va hang triéu thi do trang
tri khong tén khac. Thuy tinh long lanh, bac 6ng anh, vang 14p lanh, mat
Arthur Dent song sanh.

“Qi cha,” Zaphod néi. “Chu cha.”

“Khong thé tin dugc!” Arthur thi thao. “Nhin moi ngwoi kia...! Nhin
nhitng vat kia kia...!”

“Nhitng vat dé,” Ford Prefect néi nhd, “cling la nguoi day.”

“Moi nguoi kia...” Arthur n6i tiép, “nhitng... nguwoi khac kia...”

“Nhitng chum den...!” Trillian noi.

“Ban an...” Arthur noi.

“Quan 4o...!” Trillian noi.

Tay boi ban tham nghi hg c nhw hai nhan vién tich thu tai séan vay.

“Nha hang Tan Cung Vi Tru rat noi tiéng,” Zaphod vira noi vira loang
choang luén lach gitta nhitng cai ban ké san sat, mot so6 lam bang cam
thach, mot s6 bang gbé ngoai gu nau bong, mét s6 tham chi con lam bang
bach kim, va & moi ban la mot nhém cac sinh vat ky di dang tan gau va
xem thuc don.

“Moi nguwoi thich mac dep khi dén day,” Zaphod noi tiép. “Cho c6 vé
dip long trong.”

Nhitng cai ban dugc xép thanh mot vong tron téa rong xung quanh
khu vure san khdu & chinh giita, noi mot ban nhac nho dang choi nhac nhe,
c6 it nhat m6t nghin cai ban theo Arthur doan, va xen ké & gitta la nhitng
cay co du dua, cac dai phun nwdc réo xi xi, nhitng birc twgng ky quai, tom
lai 1a tat ca nhitng d6 linh tinh thwong thdy trong cac nha hang thudc loai
chang tiéc tién dé tao an twong la ho khong tiéc tién chit nao. Arthur nhin
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quanh, gan nhw chd doi sé thdy ai d6 dang quay quang cdo cho thé
American Express.

Zaphod lao dao dam vao Ford, Ford lao dao dam lai vao Zaphod.

“Qi cha,” Zaphod néi.

“Chu cha,” Ford noéi.

“Chac cu anh da lam cai may tinh 16n ting phéo ca 1én roi, chu biét
khong,” Zaphod néi. “Anh bdo né dwa chiing ta dén quan an gan nhat, thé
ma no lai dwa ching ta dén Tan Cung Vi Tru. Nhé nhac anh doéi xi tir té
vGi n6 mot ngay nao do nhé.”

Ga ngung loi.

“Nay, ai cling c6 mat & day ca day. Tat ca nhitng nguoi da tirng cé vai
ve.”

“Pa ting v?” Arthur noi.

“O Tan Cung Vil Tru thi phai ding thoi qua kh rat nhiéu,” Zaphod
néi, “vi moi chuyén déu da xdy ra roi ma. Chao cac ban,” ga goi sang ban
bén canh, noi mot nhém sinh vat dang ky da khong 16 dang ngoi. “Cac ban
da khoe chir?”

“Co phai day la Zaphod Beeblebrox khong?” mot ky da hoi mét ky da
khac.

“Toi nghi 1a phdi,” ky da kia dap.

“Cha, thé c6 hay khong chi,” ky da dau tién noi.

“Cudc song, ctt ky la that,” ky da kia noi.

“La ta lam nén ca thoi,” con ky da dau tién ndi, r6i ho lai chim vao im
lang. Ho dang dgi budi biéu dién hoanh trang nhat Vi Tru.

“Anh Zaphod nay,” Ford n6i, dinh tim lay tay Zaphod nhung vi ly N6
Banh Hong Xuyén Ngan Ha thit ba, anh ta tim trwgt. Anh ta dwa mot ngén
tay lao dao 1én chi.

“MGt nguoi ban cii cia toi dang ngoi kia kia,” anh ta néi. “Hotblack
Desiato day! Anh thay thang cha mdc bo vét mau bach kim ngoi & ban bach

https://thuviensach.vn



kim khong?”

Zaphod c0 dwa mat nhin theo ngén tay ctia Ford nhung ga thady chong
ca mat. Cudi cung ga ciing nhin thay.

“A ,” gd noi, roi lat sau chot nhan ra. “Nay,” gi néi, “thdng cha dy
no6i ghé 1am! N6i hon ca thi ndi nhat trén doi. Ngoai ta ra.”

“Han thi 1a ai cht?” Trillian héi.

“Hotblack Desiato ay a?” Zaphod kinh ngac héi. “Co khong biét a? Co
chwa nghe dén Mién Tham Hoa bao gid a?”

“Chua,” Trillian néi, vi ding la nhuw thé.

“P¢ la ban nhac rock noi tiéng nhat,” Ford ndi, “to mém nhat...”

“Giau c6 nhat...” Zaphod goi y.

“... trong lich st cua...” Ford ling tung tim tu.

“... cua chinh lich stt,” Zaphod noi.

“Chwa he,” Trillian dap.

“Chu cha,” Zaphod noi, “chiing ta da dén Tan Cung Vii Tru ma c6 con
chwa séng cho ra hon. C6 da bo 16 nhiéu day.”

G4 dan c6 dén cho tay boi ban dang dgi tir ndy dén gio bén ban cua
ho. Arthur di theo hg, cdm thay vo cung lac 16ng va don doc.

Ford lach qua dam dong dé dén noi lai tinh ban cdi.

“Nay, 0, Hotblack,” anh ta goi, “cau khoe chi? That tuyét dugc gap lai
cau, to xac a, nhac nhéo thé nao? Tréng cau tuyét lam, béo phi va khong
khoe ti nao. Hay that.” Anh ta vo lung tén kia va hoi ngac nhién khi thay y
khong hé dap lai. Nhung mdy ly N6 Banh Hong Xuyén Ngan Ha dang 6c
ach trong bung bao anh ta cit mac ké ma tiép tuc.

“Con nhd hoi xwa khéng?” anh ta néi. “Bon minh hay la ca cung nhau,
phai khong nhi? O Quan Pham Phép ndy, nhé khong? Ca Bach Héa cb
Hong Slim nita? Va Nhau Truong Ac Cung nita, hoi ay vui that, nhé?”
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Hotblack Desiato khong cho y kién gi vé viéc hoi ay c6 vui that hay
khong. Ford van khong hé thoai chi.

“Va khi nao bon minh déi thi bon minh lai gid vo lam nhéan vién kiém
dich y té cong, cau c6 nhd khéng? Di tich thu d6 an thic uéng, nhi? Cho
dén khi bon minh bi ngd doc thitc dn. A con ca nhitng dém dai tan phét va
chén chi chén anh & may cai buéng hoi rinh trén Café Lou & Gretchen
Town, New Betel nita, con cau thi luc nao cling & phong bén sang tac nhac
trén dan ajuitar va bon nay thi ghét dic may bai hat ay. Roi cau néi la cau
coc them quan tam, con bon toi thi bao la bon t6i c6 quan tam vi bon toi
ghét mdy bai hat ay 1am.” Mat Ford da bat dau rung rung.

“ROi cau nodi cau khong mudn lam ngoéi sao,” anh ta ndi tiép, dam
chim trong hoai niém, “vi cau ghét ché d6 phan cap hé sao. Roi bon t6i bao
- Hadra va Sulijoo va toi - bdo la bon téi nghi cau c6 muén lam sao cling
chang dugc. Thé ma gio thi cau da thé nao? Cau mua duwgc ca cac hé sao ay
chi!”

Anh ta quay nguoi va cat tiéng goi nhitng thywc khach ngoéi & cac ban
xung quanh.

“Pay,” anh ta noi, “la mot ngwoi mua dugc ca cac hé sao!”

Hotblack Desiato khong chdi ma cling khong khang dinh cau noéi nay,
va su cha y cia dam khan gia tam thoi kia nhanh chong sut giam.

“T6i nghi ai dé say roi,” mot sinh vat nhin nhw mot bui cdy mau tim
lam bam néi vao ly regu cia minh.

Ford hoi ldo déo, r6i ngoi phich xudng ghé déi dién Hotblack Desiato.

“Cai bai cau van hay choi la gi dy nhi?” anh ta néi, dai dot tim lay
mot cdi chai dé ngbi cho vitng lam n6 dé guc sang bén - tinh co thé nao lai
do6 vao ding mot cai ly canh d6. Khong mu6n phung phi mot si ngau nhién
may man, anh ta néc can ly rugu.

“Cai bai n6i nhu con ay,” anh ta tiép tuc, “né nhw thé nao nhi? ‘Bum!
Bum! Bada!!” dai loai thé, va khi biéu dién trén san khau thi cau két thuc

bang canh phi thuyén dam vao mat trdi, va cau cho dam phi thuyén thdt!”
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Ford dap nam dam vao long ban tay bén kia dé miéu ta ky cong nay.
Anbh ta lai danh do6 cai chai.

“Tau! Mt troi! Bum bang!” anh ta kéu 1én. “Y t5i 1a quén laser va cac
thit dai loai thé di, cac cau c6 tai ltva mat troi va bong nang thdt! Va céac bai
hat do té nita.”

Mat anh ta doi theo dong chat 16ng dang ong oc chdy ra ti cdi chai
trén ban. Can phai lam gi d6 dé x ly chuyén nay, anh ta tham nghf.

“Nay, cau muon lam mét ly khong?” anh ta néi. BO ndo chdy nhao cua
anh ta dang dan dan nhan ra bu6i sum hop nay con thiéu mot thit gi do, va
cai thit thiéu thiéu dé hinh nhw c6 lién quan dén viéc cai tén béo phi mac bo
do mau bach kim va doi cai mii bac ngoi doi dién anh ta chwa hé 1én tiéng
noi “Chao Ford” hay “That tuyét dugc gdp lai cau sau bao nhiéu lau” hay
thue ra la néi bat ky cai gi. Hon thé nita, y con chang hé nhic nhich.

“Hotblack?” Ford goi.

Mot ban tay to nhu khic gio dap 1én vai anh ta tr phia sau va gat anh
ta sang bén. Anh ta vung vé truot khéi ghé va ngwdc nhin 1én xem cé thay
cht nhan ctia ban tay khiém nha ng khong. Cht nhan ban tay khong hé kho
tim, vi noi thé hinh ctia han cao dén hon hai mét va hon ntta lai ciing chang
lay gi lam manh mai. Thyc ra han c6 than hinh kha giobng mdt cai x6 pha
bang da, titc la bong loang, 16i 10m, va dwoc nhoi chat citng. B6 vét ma
than hinh han dwgc nhét vao hinh nhw chi c6 mo6t nhiém vu duy nhat la
chitng té nhét duge than hinh nhw thé vao bd vét 1a khé dén mitc nao. BO
mat c6 lan da ctia m6t qua cam va mau sac ciia mot qua tao, nhung diém
giong nhau gitta né v4i nhitng thit ngot ngao ciing dirng lai & do.

“Nhoc...” mot giong néi phat ra tit miéng han nhu thé ndy gio n6 da
rat kho sé trong 1ong nguc han.

“0, sao?” Ford vui vé néi. Anh ta lao ddo ditng day va that vong tran
tré khi thay dinh dau minh khong nhoi 1én cao dwgc hon than ngudi tén kia.

“Xéo di,” han noi.
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“Thé ha?” Ford noi, bung tham ho6i minh lam vay la khén ngoan c&
nao. “Thé anh la ai?”

Tén dan 6ng ngam nghi vé cau hdi nay maét lat. Han khong quen bi hoi
nhitng cau nhw vay. Nhung mot 14t sau han cting nghi ra cau tra 10i.

“Tao la thang dang bdo may xéo di,” han ndi, “tredc khi may bi tong
di.”

“Nay, nghe day,” Ford bon chon néi - anh ta chi mong dau minh dirng
quay mong mong nita ma hdy binh tinh lai dé nam bat tinh hinh - “Nay,
nghe day,” anh ta néi tiép, “t6i la mot ngwoi ban lau nam cta Hotblack

»

vd...

Anh ta li€c nhin Hotblack Desiato, y van khong hé nhic nhich du la
mot sgi 16ng mi.

“...va...” Ford nhac lai, khong biét sau “va” nén ndi tr gi cho ding.

Tén to con thi nghi ra dugc cd mot cau dé noi tiép ti “va”. Han ndi ra.

“Va tao la vé si ctia ngai Desiato,” cau do la thé, “va tao chiu trach
nhiém cho than thé ctia ngai chit khong phai chiu trach nhiém cho than thé
may, vi thé hay vac tdm than may ra khoi day truedc khi né bi hw hai.”

“Pgi mot phut da,” Ford noi.

“Khong phut nao ca!” tén vé si gam lén, “khong dgi gi nita! Ngai
Desiato khong n6i chuyén véi ai hét!”

“Co 1é anh nén dé anh ta n6i xem bén than anh ta nghi gi vé chuyén
nay,” Ford noi.

“Ngai khong néi chuyén vai ai hét!” tén vé si lai quat 16n.

Ford lo lang li€c nhin Hotblack va budc phai thtra nhan la xem ra tén
vé si néi cé s thye lam bang. Hotblack chang hé chuyén dong, chit dirng
néi dén chuyén dé tam xem Ford c6 binh an khong.

“Vi sao?” Ford hoéi. “Han lam sao vay?”

Tén vé si cho anh ta biét.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG

Cuﬁn Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha ghi chu rang Mién Tham Hoa, mot
ban nhac rock da doat dia plutonium dén tir Vung Tam Tri Gagrakacka,
thwong khong chi dugc coi la ban nhac rock to mom nhat dai Ngan Ha, ma
thuc té con la thit tiéng 6n to nhat n6i chung. Cac khan gia thuong di xem
ho biéu dién danh gia chat lwgng am thanh tot nhat la nghe trong cac boong
ke xi mang rong cach san khau chirng sdu muoi hai cay so, trong khi cac
nhac si choi nhac bang diéu khién tir xa trén mot phi thuyén dwgc cach am
ky lvong dang bay theo quy dao quanh hanh tinh - hay thuwong gap hon la
quanh mot hanh tinh hoan toan khac.

Céc bai hat ctia ho vé tong thé thuwong rat don gian va cha yéu di theo
chu dé quen thudc 1a sinh vat nam gdp sinh vat nit duwdi mot vang trang bac,
roi vang trang bong n6 tung ma khong c6 ly do gi chinh dang ca.

Nhiéu hanh tinh gio da cdm ho biéu dién, d6i khi vi ly do nghé thuat,
nhuwng cha yéu la vi hé thong loa cua ban nhac vi pham cac hiép wéc gidi
han vii khi chién lvgc ndi ving.

Tuy nhién, diéu nay khong ngan dugc thu nhap cta ho da day lui ranh
gidi cha siéu toan hoc thuan tiy, va vién ké toan nghién citu tredng ctia ho
vita mo6i dwogc bo nhiém chic Gido sv Tan Toan Hoc & Dai hoc
Maximegalon, nham ghi nhan c6ng phat hién ra thuyét khai thué réng va
thuyét khai thué hep vé Khai Bao Lgi Titc Béng Thué cia Mién Tham
Hoa, trong d6 ong ta chitng minh rang toan bo thé lién tuc khong thoi gian
khong chi cong ma con gap lai la dang khac.
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Ford ldo ddo quay vé ban noi Zaphod, Arthur va Trillian dang ngoi doi
cuoc vui bat dau.

“Phai an chut gi da,” Ford noi.

“Chao Ford,” Zaphod néi. “Chu n6i chuyén vdéi thang cha gay on
chwa?”

Ford dao dau, khong ra gat cting khong ra lac.

“Hotblack dy a? Ciing c6 thé noi la t6i da noi chuyén vGi han.”

“Han béo sao?”

“0), ciing khong nhiéu 1dm. Hin... &...”

“Sao?”

“Han dang chét mot nam dé dugc gidm thué. Toi phai ngoi xudng cai
da.”

Anh ta ng6i xuong.

Tay boi ban lai gan.

“Quy vi muon xem thyc don chit a?” y néi. “Hay quy vi mudn gap
Mon DPac Biét ngay hom nay?”

“Hu?” Ford noi.

“Hu?” Arthur noi.

“H?” Trillian noi.

“Hay ddy,” Zaphod néi. “Cho bon nay gap mén thit.”

Trong mot can phong nho bén trong mot canh cia Nha Hang, mot
dang ngwoi cao, gay nhang kéo mot tam rém ra va coi diét vong nhin thang
vao madt ong ta.

D6 khong phai la mot khudon mat dep, co 1€ vi coi diét vong da nhin
thang vao d6 qua nhiéu lan. Th nhat, né qua dai, cadp mat thi qua trling va
sum sup, ma qua hop, moi qua mong va qua rong, va khi moi md ra thi
rang ong ta nhin y hét mét 6 ctra s6 16i méi dugce lau chui. Hai ban tay nam
tam rém cling dai va gay: ching con lanh ngat nita. Ching dat ho doc nép
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rém va nhin nhw thé néu 6ng ta khong theo doi ching nhw diéu hau rinh
moi thi chitng sé tw bo di lam mot viéc gi dé rat khing khiép & goc nha.

Ong ta tha tim rém xudng va anh sang ghé ron vira chiéu 1én mit 6ng
ta lien chuyén di chiéu 1én thit gi khac lanh manh hon. Ong ta lom khom
quanh can buéng nhé ctia minh nhw mot con bo ngwa dang suy tinh cudc
san moi toi hom do, réi cudi cung ngoi xuéng mot chiéc ghé coc cach bén
canh mot cai ban chan chéo, va 14t 1at may to gidy viét cac cau dua.

Mot tiéng chuéng vang 1én.

Ong ta dit tAp gidy moéng sang bén va ditng day. Ban tay 6ng ta &o gt
vu6t vuot mot triéu hat kim tuyén mau cau vong dinh trén 4o khodc, r6i 6ng
ta bién mat qua ctra.

Trong Nha Hang, dén md dan, ban nhac choi nhanh hon, va m6t ngon
den don doc roi sdu xudng bong t6i noi cau thang dan lén trung tam san
khau.

Mot dang ngudi cao, quan 4o ruc r¥ nhay vot 1én cau thang. Ong ta lao
ra san khau, nhon buéc nhe nhang dén bén micro, dwa ban tay dai gay gudc
lam mot dong tac nhanh gon nhac micro ra khéi gia, roi diung cti chao khan
gia mot lat, don nhan nhitng trang phao tay cuia ho va pho ra v6i ho 6 ctra
s6 106i cta 6ng ta. Ong ta vay tay chao nhitng ngudi ban dic biét trong dam
khan gia mac du khong cé ai nhu thé, va dgi tiéng vo tay lang bot.

Ong ta gio tay 1én va mim mot nu cudi khong nhitng nhéch tir tai nay
dén tai kia ma dwong nhw con vuot ra khéi pham vi mat ong ta.

“Xin cdm on quy vi!” 6ng ta néi lén. “Cam on quy vi rat nhiéu. Rat
cam on quy vi.”

Ong ta d&i nhin ho, mét long lanh.

“Thwa quy vi,” ong ta no6i, “Vi Tru nhw ching ta biét da ton tai hon
mot tram bay muoi ngan triéu ty nam va sé tan diét trong vong khoang hon
nia tiéng nita. Vi vay xin nhiét liét don chao quy vi dén véi Milliways, Nha
Hang O Tan Cung Vii Tru!”
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Bang mot cu vung tay thién nghé ong ta lam day 1én mot trang phao
tay nita. Bang mot ci vung tay khac 6ng ta lam n6 ngung lai.

“T6i la ngwoi dan chwong trinh ctia quy vi dém nay,” 6ng ta néi. “Tén
toi la Max Quordlepleen...” (tat cd déu da biét cai tén nay, chwong trinh
cia Ong ta noi tiéng khap Ngan Ha, nhung 6ng ta van tuyén bo dé dwgc
nhan mot trang phao tay nita, ma 6ng ta dap nhan bang mét nu cwoi khiém
nhwong va mét cai vay tay) “... va toi vira mdi dén tir Tan Cung Thoi Gian
& dau kia, noi t6i vira dan chwong trinh cho Bar Burger Bum Bum - ¢ do6
ching t6i da c6 mot budi téi hét sttc phan khich, thwa quy vi - va téi sé sanh
budc cung quy vi trong dip trong dai nay, Tan Cung Lich St!”

Mot trang phdo tay nita nhanh chéng ngung bdt khi anh sang mo di
thém mot chit. Trén moi ban, nhitng ngon nén tu chdy sang, khién cac thuc
khach khé kéu 1én va bao boc ho gitta hang ngan diém sang bap bung va
hang triéu vung toi riéng tw. Mot luong rung dong hoi hop truyén qua Nha
Hang mo t6i trong lic mai vom vang trén dau ho bat dau tw tit mo dan, toi
di, r6i bién mat han.

Giong Max tram han xudng, tiép tuc.

“Vay do, thwa quy vi,” ong ta thi tham, “nén da dwgc thap, ban nhac
choi nhe nhang va khi mai vom trueong lwe trén dau ching ta chuyén sang
trong suodt, 16 ra mot bau trdi den t6i va &m dam triu ndang anh sang c6 xuwa
ctia nhitng ngoi sao swng phong bam tim, t6i co6 thé thay ching ta sap dugc
chitng kién mot budi t6i tan thé tuyét hao!”

ROi ca tiéng dan sdo diu ém cta ban nhac cling ngung lai khi con
choang vang sitng so bao trum lén nhitng nguwdi chwa titng dugce thdy canh
nay.

Mot th anh sang ghé gdm, ron nguwoi do tran 1én ho, mot thit anh
sang khung khiép, mot thit anh sang so6i suc, doc hai, mot thit anh sang co
thé lam bién dang ca dia nguc. Vi Tru dang dén hoi két.

Trong vai gidy dai dang dac, Nha Hang lang 1é quay tron gitta hw vo
cuong nod. R6i Max lai Ién tiéng.

https://thuviensach.vn



“V6i nhitng ngudi trong s6 quy vi da titng mong duwgc thdy anh sang &
cud6i dwong ham,” 6ng ta ndi, “thi né chinh la day.”

Ban nhac lai bat dau choi.

“Xin cam on quy vi,” Max noi to, “toi sé quay lai ngay, con trong lic
cho doi, toi xin moi quy vi thwdng thivc &m nhac cta ca si Reg Vé Mo va
Nhém Dai Hong Thuy. Xin quy vi danh cho Reg va ban nhac mot trang
phao tay that 1én!”

Canh twgng hon loan hung gé trén bau trdi van tiép tuc.

Khan gia bat dau rut re vo tay va lat sau, tro chuyén binh thuwong da
quay trd lai. Max di mot vong quanh cac ban, trao d6i nhitng cau dua, vira
néi to cudi 16n cho xitng dong tién thwe khach bo ra.

Mot con vat cho sita c& 16n tién dén ban Zaphod Beeblebrox, mét con
thit bn chan béo tot do so, thudc giong bo véi doi mat to wét nwdc, cap
sttng nho, va gan nhw c6 thé goi la mot nu cwoi 1ay long trén moi.

“Chao bubi t6i,” né rong va nang nhoc ngoéi xuoéng trén mong. “Toi la
Mon Pac Biét hém nay. Toi c6 thé moi quy vi cac phan trén co thé toi
khong?” N6 dang hang va am ge mdt chit, xé dich than sau dé ngoi cho
thodi mai hon, roi binh than ngwéc 1én nhin ho.

Cai nhin cua n6 dugc don nhan béi vé sitng s sing sot tir Arthur va
Trillian, mot cai nhun vai chiu tran tv Ford Prefect, va vé do6i khat khong
che gidu tit Zaphod Beeblebrox.

“MGt miéng vai chang?” con vat goi y. “Ham vdi x6t vang trang
chang han?”

“0, vai ctia may 4y a?” Arthur kinh hoang thi tham.

“Tat nhién la vai cta t6i r6i, thia ngai,” con vat n6i vé man nguyén,
“t6i dau c6 thé maoi ngai vai cua ai khac.”

Zaphod nhdy bat day va bat dau s& nan vai con vat vé thich tha.

“Phan moéng cling rat ngon,” con vat khé noéi. “T6i da tdp luyén nhiéu
va an nhiéu ngii coc, nén & do6 cé rat nhiéu thit ngon.” N6 khung khuc mot
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tiéng, lai am e, roi bat dau nhai lai. R6i n6 nu6t cuc nhai lai xudng.

“Hay cac vi muon an thit téi ham?” n6 thém vao.

“Y anh 13 con vt nay thyc sy muon ching ta an né sao?” Trillian thi
tham véi Ford.

“T6i ay a?” Ford n6i, mat do dan. “T6i chang c6 y gi ca.”

“That la kinh khung,” Arthur kéu 1én, “diéu ghé tém nhat t6i tirng
nghe dugc.”

“Co6 chuyén gi a, Nguwoi Trai Bat?” Zaphod hoi, gio chuyén sang ngam
nghia bd mong khong 16 cia con vat.

“T6i khong muon an mét con vat ditng day mai téi an nd,” Arthur noi.
“Nhu thé that 1a tan nhan.”

“Con hon la an mot con vat khong muon bi an,” Zaphod noi.

“Van dé chinh khong phai la & d6,” Arthur phan do6i. R6i anh ngam
nghi mot lat. “Thoi dwgc,” anh noéi, “c6 1€ d6 1a van dé chinh. T6i khong
can biét, t6i sé khong nghi viéc do6 bay gio. Toi sé chi... §...”

Trén dau anh Vi Tru van dang cuong loan trong con giay chét.

“T6i nghi t6i sé chi an salad rau th6i,” anh lam bam.

“T6i c6 thé moi ngai thir can nhac gan téi duwgc khong?” con vat hoi,
“gio chac no6 rat béo va mém roi day, téi da tw nhoi hong minh suét may
thang ro6i.”

“Salad rau,” Arthur cwong quyét noi.

“Salad rau dy a?” con vat néi, ddo mat nhin Arthur vé ché bai.

“May dinh bao la tao khong nén an salad rau a?” Arthur hoi.

“A thi,” con vat néi, “téi quen rat nhiéu loai rau c6 y kién hét sitc dit
khoét vé diém dy. Chinh vi vy ma nguoi ta da quyét dinh gidi quyét ludon
van dé bang cach tao ra mot con vat thie sy muoén bi an thit va cé thé noi ra
diéu d6 mot cach rd rang va dé hiéu. La t6i day.”

N6 khé cti chao mot cai.
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“Cho xin ly nuéc thoi vay,” Arthur noi.

“Nghe nay,” Zaphod néi, “ching ta muén an, chit khong muén nha nat
ca van dé ra. Cho bon bit tét tai, va nhanh 1én. Bon nay da khong an suot
nam tram bay mwoi sau nghin triéu nam ro6i.”

Con vat loay hoay ditng day. N6 khé am oe mot tiéng.

“T6i xin phép dugc noéi, day la mot Iwa chon rat khon ngoan, thwa
ngai. Rat tot,” n6 noi. “T6i sé ra dang sau va ty ban minh.”

N6 quay di va than thién nhay mat v6i Arthur.

“Xin ngai dirng lo,” nd noi, “t6i sé thyc hién mot cach nhan dao.” N6
thong tha lach bach di vé phia bép.

Chi mdy phut sau tay boi ban da dem ra bon miéng bit tét kéch xu boc
hoi nghi ngut. Zaphod va Ford ngén ngay ma khong chan cht mét giay.
Trillian ngdp ngirng, r6i nhin vai va bat dau an miéng cta co.

Arthur nhin miéng thit cia minh vé bu6n non.

“Nay, Nguoi Trai Bat,” Zaphod néi véi mot nu cuwdi tinh quai trén cai
miéng dang khéng ban nhoi nhét, “ci gi dang gam nham cau thé?”

Va ban nhac van tiép tuc choi.

Quanh Nha Hang moi nguwdi va moi vat thw gian va tro chuyén. Bau
khong khi tran ngap du loai chuyén gau, cung mui céac loai ky hoa di thao
tron lan v4i mui cao lwong my vi va mui rugu phang phat. Trong nhitng
khoang vo0 tan theo moi hwéng, con dai hong thiy toan vii tru dang tich tu
t6i mot cao diém choang nguwdi. Max liéc dong ho roi nhin nhdy quay lai
san khau.

“Va gio, thva quy vi,” 6ng ta hén héd, “tat ca cac vi cé dang tan hwéng
khoanh khac cu6i cung tuyét voi khong?”

“C0,” nhitng nguoi dap lai la loai nguoi thwong dap “c6” khi cac cay
hai héi ho cé dang tan hwdng khoanh khac tuyét voi khong.

“That tuyét,” Max tan, “qua la tuyét. Va khi nhitng con bao photon két
lai thanh titng ddm may cudn xody trén dau ching ta, chuan bi xé toac
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nhitng mat troi néng dé cudi cung, toi biét cac vi sé lang minh lai va thw
gian va thwdng thirc cung t6i cai ma toi biét sé thiy la mot trai nghiém tan
thé v cung phan khich.”

Ong ta nging 15i. Ong ta liéc khan giad bing mot con mét long lanh.

“Xin hay tin toi, thva quy vi,” ong ta noi, “day khong phai la hang nhi
dau.”

Ong ta lai ngiing 16i. Pém nay 6ng ta cin gio qua chudn. Ong ta da
dan chwong trinh nay khong biét bao nhiéu lan, trong khong biét bao nhiéu
dém. Mac du tir dém chang c6 nghia gi ¢ diém tan cung thoi gian nay. Tat
ca chi la khodnh khac cudi cung ay lap di lap lai khdng ngirng, trong lic
Nha Hang tw ti troi dén roi roi qua bo ria xa nhat caa thoi gian - roi troi
nguoc trd lai. Nhung “dém” nay that troi chdy, khan gid da nam gon trong
ban tay xanh mét ctia 6ng ta. Giong ong ta ha xuéng. Ho phai cang tai ra dé
nghe 0ng ta nai.

“Pay,” ong ta noi, “thuwc sy la két cuc tuyét doi, canh hoang tan rgn
gdy cudi cung, khi ma toan bo cdi sang thé huy hoang sé trd nén tuyét diét.
Pay, thwa quy vi, chinh la Tan Thé trong truyén thuyét.”

Ong ta ha giong thém nita. Giita sv im ling phing phéc ay, dén ca mot
con rudi cling khong ddm dang hang.

“Sau khoanh khac nay,” 6ng ta noéi, “sé chang con gi nita. Trong rong.
Hu khong. Tan diét. Hoan toan chang con gi...”

Mat 6ng ta lai long lanh - hay la 1ap lanh nhi?

“Chang con gi... tat nhién la trtt mén trang miéng va mot danh muc
rugu mui Aldebaran hao hang!”

Ban nhac diém mot nét nhan cho 6ng ta. Ong ta wéc gia ho dirng 1am
vay, ong ta khong can cai do, khong can cho mot nghé si hang khing nhw
ong ta. Ong ta c thé choi khan gid nhu choi nhac cu. Ho dang nhe nhém
cwdi to. Ong ta noi tiép.

“Va it nhat mot lan nay,” 6ng ta vui vé ho, “quy vi sé khong can phai
lo sang mai c6 cam thay nhitc dau khong - vi sé chang con sang mai nao
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ntra cal”

Ong ta rang & trudc dam khan gia dang vui vé cudi 16n. Ong ta ngude
1én nhin bau troi dang trdi qua bai gidy chét nhw moi dém, nhung chi
thodng mot phan may gidy thoi. Ong ta tin twéng bau trdi s& lam ding
nhiém vu cua minh, nhw mot tay chuyén nghiép tin twéng mot tay chuyén
nghiép khac.

“Va gio,” ong ta nodi, rdo budc quanh san khau, “mdc du rat co6 thé sé
phan nao ngudi b6t khong khi diét vong va tuyét vong hét sitc hao hitng
cuda toi nay, t6i van xin dwgc déon chao mot vai nhém khach mai.”

Ong ta 16i mot tdm thé tir trong tii ra.

“O day c6” - 6ng ta gio tay 1én dé ngan tiéng hoan hd - “O day c6 Cau
Lac B0 Bai Brit Zansellquasure Flamarion dén ti phia sau H6 Vort &
Qvarne khong? Ho c6 day khong?”

Mot tiéng ho dong thanh vang doi vong ra tir phia cudi phong, nhung
ong ta gid vo khong nghe thdy. Ong ta van ddi mét nhin quanh ¢6 tim ho.

“Ho c6 day khong?” ong ta hoi lai dé goi mot tiéng ho to hon nita.

Ho ho to hon, ding nhv 6ng ta mong doi.

“A, ho kia roi. Bt cwoc 1an cudi di, cac chang trai - va ditng dn gian
nhé, hay nhé day la mot gidy pht rat trang nghiém.”

Ong ta hut 1ay hit dé tiéng cuoi.

“Va & day con c0, & day c6... mot nhom tiéu than dén tir Bién Asgard
khong?”

Twr phia bén phai 6ng ta vang 1én mot tiéng sdm am am. Sét vong bong
qua san khau. M6t nhém nho cac ga rau téc ram rap, dau doi mi sat, vé
dwong duong tu dac, nang coc 1én chao 6ng ta.

Pung 1a bon hét thdi, ong ta ty nhu.

“Can than vai cai bia day, thia ngai,” 6ng ta ndi.

Ho lai phong sét lam tro. Max danh cho ho mot nu cuwdi guong gao.
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“Va thtt ba,” ong ta noi, “tht ba la mot nhom Pang Vién Tré cua Dang
Béo Thu dén tit Thién Lang B, ho c6 day khéng?”

Mot nhém nhitng chu cho choai choai an mdc banh ton voi nguwng ném
banh mi vao nhau va bat dau ném banh mi 1én san khau. Ho kéu ang ang va
stia loan 1én, khong ai hiéu noi.

“Phai,” Max noi, “déu la 16i cta cac ban ca, cac ban biét chi?”

“Va cudi cung,” Max n6i sau khi da kéu goi khan gia trat ti va soan ra
bd mdt nghiém trang nhét, “cubi cung, toi tin & day véi ching ta dém nay
c6 mot nhom tin do, tin do rat mo dao, dén tr Gido Hoi Tién Tri Zarquon
Vi Bai Tai Lam.”

Co6 khodng hai muoi ngudi bon ho, ngéi phia bén phdi & ria san khau,
an mac kho hanh, bén chon nhap nwéc khoang va khong tham gia vao cude
vui chung. Ho cau may chép mat khi ngon den pha xoay ra chiéu vao ho.

“Ho kia r6i,” Max néi, “ng6i d6 day kién nhan. Ngai néi ngai sé lai
giang, va ngai da bat cac ban dgi lau lam roi, vi vay cac ban hdy mong la
ngai nhanh chan lén, vi ngai chi con tam phut nita thoi!”

Pam tin d6 Zarquon ngoi im phang phac, nhat quyét khong dé bi nao
ning bdi nhitng trang cwdi tan nhan dang do 1én dau ho.

Max ra hiéu cho khan gia yén lang.

“Thwa quy vi, xin n6i nghiém tuc, t6i khong cé y xtc pham ai. Khong,
toi biét ching ta khong nén giéu cgt nhitng niém tin sau sac, vi vay xin quy
vi mot trang phao tay cho Nha Tién Tri Zarquon Vi Pai...”

Khan gia thanh kinh vo tay.

“... cho du ngai dang ¢ dau di chang nita!”

Ong ta ném mot cai hon gi6 cho dam tin d6 mit tro nhu da kia va quay
vé gitra san khau.

Ong ta 1dy mot cai ghé dau cao ngdi xudng.

“Nhung that phi thwong,” ong ta thao thao, “khi thay rat nhiéu quy vi
¢ day dém nay - that day, chang phai thé sao? Pung, tuyét d6i phi thwong.
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Bdi vi t0i biét rat nhiéu ngudi trong s6 quy vi da quay lai day rat nhiéu lan,
mot diéu ma toi thay la thuc sy tuyét voi, dén day dé ngam canh tan diét
cta van vat, roi lai tr@ vé nha, vé thoi cia cac ban... va 1ap gia dinh, no luc
xdy dung nhitng xa hoi mdi tot dep hon, tham gia nhitng cudc chién khing
khiép vi diéu ma cac ban coi la ding... Diéu do6 khién ta thyc sy hy vong
vao mot twong lai twoi sang cho moi giéng loai. Chi cé diéu tat nhién,” -
ong ta phdy tay vé phia canh hon loan bao ltra bén trén va xung quanh ho -
“ching ta biét chang c6 twong lai nao ca...”

Arthur quay sang Ford - dau 6c anh van chua hiéu cho thau cho nay la
thé nao.

“Nghe nay,” anh noéi, “néu Vi Tru sap két thdc thi chac chan la...
chung ta cling phai tiéu tung cung né chi?”

Ford ném cho anh mot cai nhin sau ba ly N6 Banh Hong Xuyén Ngan
Ha, hay noi cach khac la mot cai nhin khéng dwoc tap trung cho lam.

“Khong,” anh ta dap, “nghe day,” anh ta ndi, “ngay khi ddt chan vao
cho nay cau da dugc bao vé trong mot nép udn thdi gian nam gitta trrong
lue hét sire tuyét diéu. T6i nghi 1a vay.”

“A,” Arthur néi. Anh quay lai chii muc vao bat xtip ma anh da thuyét
phuc dugc tay boi ban dem ra thay cho miéng bit tét.

“Pay,” Ford néi. “Dé t6i chi cau thay.”

Anh ta chop 1dy mot cai khan an trén ban va vung vé xoay tré né.

“Nhin day,” anh ta lai noi, “twdng twgng cai khan nay, ha, la Vi Tru
thoi gian, duwge chit? Con cai thia nay la mo thitc truyén tin hiéu trong mat
cong vat chat...”

Anh ta mat mét lic méi néi xong cau cubi, va Arthur rat ghét phai
ngat 10i anh ta.

“Pdy la thia t6i dang dung dé an,” anh ndi.

“Puogc roi,” Ford noi, “hay twdng twong cai thia nay” - anh ta tim thay
mot cdi thia go nhé trén khay dwng rau dwa - “cai thia nay...” - nhung
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khong nhdt né 1én dugc -“khong, tot hon 1a cai dia nay...”

“E, chii bé cai dia cta anh ra dugc khong?” Zaphod quat.

“Roi,” Ford néi, “roi, roi. Vay ta hay néi la... vay ta hay coi ly rugu
nay la Vi Tru thoi gian...”

“Ly rwgu cau vira hat roi xuéng san ay a?”

“T6i vira lam thé sao?”

«(7.»

“Roi,” Ford néi, “quén no di. Y t6i ... y toi 1a, nay, cau cé biét - cau
c6 biét Vii Tru thyc sy da ra doi nhw thé nao khéng?”

“Chac la khong,” Arthur dap, bung tham wéc anh chwa bao gio héi gi
ngay tur dau.

“Puogc roi,” Ford noéi, “twédng twong thé nay nhé. Roi. Kiém mot cai
bon tam. R6i. Mot cai bon tam to tron. Lam bang gé mun.”

“Kiém & dau?” Arthur héi. “Ctrta hang Harrods da bi bon Vog san
phang r6i con dau.”

“Khong quan trong.”

“Cau c noi the.”

“Nghe day.”

“Pugc roi.”

“Cau kiém cai bon tam 4y, hiéu ch¥? Cit twéng twgng la cau c6 cai bon
tam. N6 bang goé mun. Va c6 hinh nén.”

“Hinh non dy a?” Arthur hoi. “Bon tam kiéu gi...?”

“Suyt!” Ford néi. “N6 c6 hinh nén. Va cau lam thé nay nay, cau do
day cét trang min vao do, hiéu chwa? Hodc la dwong. Cat trang min va/hodc
dwong. Cai gi ciing dugc. Khong quan trong. Buong cliing dwgce. Va khi
bon tam day, cau thao nit bon ra... cdu cé nghe khong day?”

“To6i dang nghe day.”
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“Cau thao nat bon ra, va tat ca sé xoay mong ma troi di hét, troi di hét
cau hiéu chwa, troi ra khoi 160.”

“Hiéu r6i.”

“Cau khong hiéu. Cau chang hiéu gi sat. To6i van chwa néi dén phan
hay nhat dau. Cau cé6 muon nghe phan hay nhat khéng?”

“Cho t0i nghe phan hay nhat xem nao.”

“T6i sé cho cau biét phan hay nhat.”

Ford ngam nghi mét lic, c6 nhd xem phan hay nhat la thé nao.

“Phan hay nhat,” anh ta no6i, “la thé nay. Cau quay lai toan bd canh
de.”

“Hay that,” Arthur dong tinh.

“Cau kiém mot cai may quay, va quay lai canh do.”

“Hay that.”

“Pdy chua phai la phan hay. Pay mdi la phan hay, t6i nhé ra réi, day
mdi la phan hay. Phan hay nhat 1a sau khi quay xong cau mac phim vao
may chiéu... theo chiéu ngwoc!”

“Chiéu nguogc ay a?”

“U. Mic phim theo chidu nguge chinh 1a phan hay nhat. Sau do, khi
cau ngoi xem doan phim, tit ca nhin sé nhw la dang tr6i nguwgc theo dwong
xoan Oc tw dudi 16 1én dé 1ap day bon tam. Hiéu chwa?”

“Vay la Vi Tru da bat dau nhw thé a?” Arthur hoi.

“Khong,” Ford noi, “nhung ddy la mot cach cuc hay dé thw gian.”

Anbh ta v6i 1ay ly reegu ctia minh.

“Ly ruwgu cua toi dau?” anh ta hoi.

“O trén san.”

A

Ngé gh€ ra sau dé tim ly rugu, Ford dung vao tay boi ban bé nhé da
xanh dang tién lai ban ctia ho v6i mét chiéc dién thoai cam tay.
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Ford xin 16i tay boi ban, giai thich la anh ta dang say khuét.

Tay bo6i ban n6i khong sao ca va y rat hiéu.

Ford cdm on tay b6i ban da thong cam, dwa tay 1én dinh giat tim t6c
trén tran, nhwng hut mat mwoi phan va tregt xudng dwdi ban.

“Ngai Zaphod Beeblebrox?” tay boi ban hoi.

“0, sa0?” Zaphod héi, nguéc 1én tir miéng bit tét thit ba.

“Ngai c6 dién thoai a.”

“Ha, cai gi?”

“bien thoai goi ngai a.”

“Goi ta? O day ay a? Nhung ai biét ta dang & day chi?”

MOt tam tri cia ga chay hét toc lyc. Tam tri kia van au yém ngam veé
déng thitc an ma n6 dang ban rén nhéi vao miéng.

“T6i xin phép an tiép nhé?” cai dau dang an noi va tiép tuc.

Gio thi da c6 nhiéu nguwoi dang dudi theo ga dén nodi ga chang dém noi
nita. L& ra ga khong nén vao day 10 liéu nhw vay. Ma chét tiét, sao lai khong
chit, ga tw nhi. Lam sao ta biét l1a minh dang tan hwdng néu khong co ai
nhin ta tan huéng?

“Co 1é ai do da goi dién cho Canh Sat Ngan Ha,” Trillian noi. “Ai
cling thdy anh buéc vao ma.”

“Y ¢6 1a ho muén bt ta qua dién thoai dy a?” Zaphod héi. “Ciing c6
thé lam. Khi bi dén vao chan twong thi ta nguy hiém lam day.”

“O,” mot giong no6i vang 1én dudi gdm ban, “anh tan tanh nhanh dén
mutc ban cd manh vang vao nguoi ta.”

“F, hom nay 1a Ngay Phan Quyét chdc?” Zaphod quét.

“Chung ta c6 dugce xem cd Ngay Phan Quyét khong?” Arthur lo lang
héi.

“T6i chang voi dau,” Zaphod lam bam. “Roi, thé thang cha nao goi
dién cho ta?” Ga da Ford mot cai. “Nay, day di nhoc,” ga bao anh ta. “Anh
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c6 thé can dén chu day.”

“Ban than t6i khong quen quy ngai kim loai do, thwa ngai,” tay boi
ban noi.

“Kim loai ay a?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Anh vtra n6i la kim loai a?”

“Vang, thwa ngai. T6i ndi la ban than t6i khong quen quy ngai kim
loai dé...”

“Roi, ndi tiép di.”

“Nhung t6i dugc cho biét 1a ngai ay da dgi ngai trd lai su6t nhiéu thién
nién ky roi. Hinh nhw ngai da roi khoi day mot cach kha voi vang.”

“Roi khoi day ay a?” Zaphod héi. “Anh dé& hoi a? Bon nay vira méi
dén ma.”

“Pung thé, thira ngai,” tay boi ban van khang khang, “nhung trwdc khi
ngai dén day, thwa ngai, thi t6i hiéu la ngai da roi khéi day.”

Zaphod thit dwa céi y nay cho mot bén ndo nghién ngam, roi dén nao
bén kia.

“Anh dang noi 1a,” ga noi, “trede khi bon nay dén day thi bon nay da
roi khoi day roi ay ha?”

S€é la mot dém dai 1am day, tay boi ban tham nghi.

“Chinh xac, thua ngai,” y noi.

“Cho bac si tam ly cua anh tién trg cap doc hai di, cung a,” Zaphod
khuyen.

“Khong, dgi mot phut da,” Ford noi, lai nho 1én béen trén madt ban,
“chinh xac thi day la dau md&i dugc chi?”

“N6i chinh xac hoan toan, thwa ngai, thi day 1a hanh tinh Sao Ech B.”

“Nhung bon nay vira méi roi khoi do,” Zaphod cai. “Bon nay roi khoi
d6 dén Nha Hang O Tan Cung Vii Tru.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Vang, thra ngai,” tay boi ban n6i, cdm thdy minh da gan vé dén dich
va dang chay rat sung sitc, “nha hang dwoc xay dung trén nén cii ctia hanh
tinh.”

” A,” Arthur reo lén, “y anh la ching t6i da du hanh theo thoi gian
nhung ¢ yen trong khong gian chur gi.”

“Nghe day, con linh trwdng tién hoa ntra voi kia,” Zaphod ngat 161, “di
ma leo cay di.”

Arthur xu long.

“DPi ma dap dau vao nhau di d6 bon mat,” anh vac lai véi Zaphod.

“Khong, khong,” tay boi ban néi vdi Zaphod, “con khi ctia ngai hiéu
ding ddy, thwa ngai.”

Arthur 1ap bap titc t6i nhung chang noi dugc cau gi dap lai, hay tham
chi con chang néi dugce cau gi cho ra hon.

“T0i tin la cac vi da nhdy t6i... nam tram bdy muoi sau ngan triéu nam
trong twong lai trong khi van & nguyén dich xac vi tri cti,” tay boi ban giai
thich. Y mim cuwdi. Y c6 cdm gidc tuyét voi rang cudi cung y ciing da vuot
qua duwgc nhitng khé khan twdng chirng khong vugt qua noi.

“Pung roi!” Zaphod néi. “Ta hiéu roi. Ta bdo mday tinh dwa ching ta
dén quan dn gan nhat, va né da lam ding nhv vdy. Ngoai chuyén chénh
léch thoi gian khodang nam tram bay muoi sau ngan triéu nam hay dai loai
thé thi ching ta da khong hé di chuyén. Kha that.”

Ho déu dong tinh la chuyén nay rat kha.

“Nhung thang cha trén dién thoai 1a ai?” Zaphod noi.

“Marvin sao r6i?” Trillian hoi.

Zaphod dap tay lén hai tran.

“Tén RO Bot Hay Hoang Hot! Ta da bd quén né trén hanh tinh Sao
Fch B roi.”

“Tw bao gio?”
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“O thi, ta dodn 1d ndm trdm bay muoi sdu ngan triéu nidm trudc,”
Zaphod néi. “E, 0, dwa gdy néi day, co truéng Pia An.”

Cdp may tay boéi ban chay khap tran y vé boi roi.

“Ngai noi sao a?” y hoi.

“Pua dién thoai day, boi ban,” Zaphod néi va giat lay cai dién thoai.
“Troi dat, cac anh nha qué dén ndi khong hiéu sao mong cac anh khong roi
mat nhi.”

“Qua vay, thura ngai.”

“A 16, Marvin, may ddy a?” Zaphod néi vao dién thoai. “Khoe khong,
nhoc?”

Im lang mot Iic 1au trede khi mot giong tram yéu 6t vang lén & dau
day bén kia.

“T6i nghi 6ng can biét la toi dang thay buén nan vo cung,” né ndi.

Zaphod ctp tay che 6ng noi.

“Pung la Marvin that,” ga noi.

“Nay Marvin,” ga lai ndi vao dién thoai, “bon tao dang vui lam. Do
an, thitc uéng, mot chut hanh xac va Vi Tru sap stta né bum. May dang &
dau?”

Lai im lang.

“Ong khong phai gid vo quan tdm dén t6i dau,” cudi cing Marvin
cling 1én tiéng. “T6i biét o t6i chi 1a mot tén nguwdi may lam viéc vat thoi.”

“Ro0i, 16i,” Zaphod néi, “nhung may dang & dau?”

” ‘Ddo chiéu dong co phan lyc chinh di, Marvin,” ngudi ta chi noéi véi
toi nhw thé thoi, ‘md& khoang diéu 4p s6 ba di, Marvin. Marvin, may nhat
mau gidy kia 1én dugc khdng?’ T6i nhdt mau giay kia 1én dugc khong! Toi
day, ndo to bang ca mot hanh tinh, ma ho lai bao t6i...”

“U, &,” Zaphod néi ching c6 vé gi 1a thdng cam.
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“Nhwng t6i dd quen véi viéc bi lang nhuc r6i,” Marvin van ré ré, “toi
tham chi con c6 thé vuc dau vao x6 nwdc néu 6ng mudn. Ong cé muén tdi
vuc dau vao x6 nuwdc khong? Toi 6 san x6 nuwdc day. Bgi mot lat.”

“0, ndy, Marvin...” Zaphod ngit 15i, nhung di qud mudn. Nhitng
tiéng lach cach va ong oc thiéu ndo vang lén tir dau day bén kia.

“N6 dang noi gi thé?” Trillian héi.

“Chang c6 gi ca,” Zaphod néi, “n6 chi goi dién dé cho ching ta nghe
né rira dau thoi.”

“Pdy,” Marvin noi, quay lai 6ng nghe v&i nhitng tiéng luc buc, “t6i
mong ong da hai long...”

“0, 0,” Zaphod néi, “gi& thi may cho bon tao biét may dang & dau
dugc khong?”

“T6i dang & bai do xe,” Marvin noi.

“Bai do xe dy a?” Zaphod hoi. “May lam gi & day?”

“D0 xe, & bai do xe thi con lam gi khac dwgc niva?”

“Puogc roi, dgi ddy, bon tao xudng ngay.”

Bang mot dong tac, Zaphod dirng bat day, ném cai dién thoai xuéng va
ngoay hai chit “Hotblack Desiato” lén t@ hoa don.

“Di nao, moi nguwdi,” ga bao, “Marvin dang & bai do xe. Xuong théi.”

“N6 lam gi & bai do xe?” Arthur héi.

“DP06 xe chit con gi nita? Pan don.”

“Nhung con Tan Cung Vi Tru thi sao? Chung ta sé bé 18 khoanh khac
quan trong nhat.”

“Ta da dwgc xem ro6i. Chang hay ho gi dau,” Zaphod noi, “chi la mot
lon no vu thoi.”

“Cai gi co?”

“Ngugc véi vu no 16n. Pi nao, quang chan 1én.”
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Chang may thyc khach dé y khi ho luon lach qua Nha Hang dé tim ctra
ra. Mat nhitng nguwoi khac dang ban dan vao canh kinh hoang trén bau troi.

“Mot hiéu wng kha thu vi ma quy vi nén chu y,” Max dang ndi v6i ho,
“la goc trén tay trdi bau troi. Néu nhin ky quy vi cé thé thdy hé sao
Hastromil hoa thanh séng cuc tim. Co6 ai ¢ day dén tir Hastromil khong?”

Co6 mot hai tiéng ho ngdp ngirng tir dau do ¢ phia cudi.

“Thoi,” Max vui vé cudi vGi ho, “gio thi dd qua muon dé ban khoan
xem cac vi c6 quén tat bép khong roi.”
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CHUONG

Se’mh tiép tan gan nhw trong khong, nhung Ford van luon lach qua né.

Zaphod tum chat tay anh ta ddy vao mot quay nho nam mot bén sanh
vao.

“Ong dinh 1am gi cau dy?” Arthur hoi.

“Cho cau ta tinh rwou,” Zaphod néi va nhét mot dong xu vao mot cai
khe. Peén 13p titc nhap nhdy, khi phun ra xi xi.

“Chao,” lat sau Ford budc ra va noi, “chung ta di dau day?”

“Xudng bai do xe, di nao.”

“Sao khong dung Mday Dich Chuyén T#c Thoi cd nhan?” Ford hai.
“Ta sé quay thang vé tau Trdi Tim Vang.”

“O, nhung anh chan céi tau dy roi. P& né cho Zarniwoop. Anh khong
muon chay theo tro choi cta lao. Pé xem chiing ta tim dwoc gi.”

Mot May Van Chuyén Nguoi Theo Chiéu Doc Vui Vé cua Tap Poan
biéu Khién Hoc Thién Lang dwa ho xudng cac dia tang sau bén dwdi Nha
Hang. Ho nhe cd nguwdi khi phat hién ra n6 da bi pha hoai va vi thé khong
tim cach lam ho vui Ién trong ltc dwa ho xudng.

DPén chan cau thang, cra thang may mdé ra va mot luong khi lanh am
thap xdc vao mat ho.

Cai dau tién ho thay khi ra khoi thang may la mét birc twdng xi mang
dai v6i hon nam muaoi canh ctra dan dén buéng vé sinh danh cho nam muoi
dang song chinh. Tuy thé, cling nhw moi bai do xe khac trén toan Ngan Ha
trong sudt lich st ciia cac bai do xe, bai dé xe nay chu yéu béc mui sot rudt.
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Ho vong qua mot khic quanh va thdy minh ditng trén mot thang cuén
nam ngang gitta khong trung di chuyén quanh mot can ham ménh mong
kéo dai tit tap vé noi xa xam mo toi.

Can ham dugc chia thanh nhiéu khoang nhé, moi khoang c6 d6 mot
chiéc phi thuyén ctia nhitng thyc khach trén lau, mot s6 la nhitng mau nho
thure tién duge san xudt hang loat, mot s6 khac lai 1a nhitng phi thuyén limo
to kénh sang bong, do choi ctia dan siéu giau.

Mat Zaphod sang 1én v&i mot vé c6 thé phai hodac khong phai la long
tham khi ga di qua chiang. That ra, t6t nhat nén n6i ré diém nay - chac chan
do la long tham.

“N6 kia roi,” Trillian néi. “Marvin kia kia.”

Ho nhin theo hwéng tay c6 chi. Ho 10 m& thay mot dang ngudi bé nhé
bang kim loai dang ué oai dung gié chui mot goc chiéc du thuyén mat troi
khong 16 mau bac.

Cach tirng quang ngan déu dan trén thang cudn la nhitng 6ng rong
trong su6t dan xuéng san nha. Zaphod buwdc khéi thang cudn, tién vao mot
ong, va nhe nhang tr6i xuéng. Nhitng ngudi khac di theo. Sau nay khi nh&
lai, Arthur Dent nghi day la trai nghiém thich thu nhat trong tat ca cac hanh
trinh cua anh @ Ngan Ha.

“Chao, Marvin,” Zaphod ndi, tién vé phia tén nguwdi may. “Nay, nhoc,
bon tao rat vui khi gap may.”

Marvin quay lai, va néu mét bo mat kim loai hoan toan do dan c6 thé
to ra trach moc dugc thi do chinh la vé madt ctia n6 luc nay.

“Khong phai,” né ndi, “chang ai vui khi gap t6i ca.”

“Tuy may théi,” Zaphod néi va quay di nho dai tredc cac phi thuyeén.
Ford di cung ga.

Chi c6 Trillian va Arthur la dén cho Marvin.

“Khong, that sy bon ta rat vui ma,” Trillian néi va vo vo 1én ngudi né
theo mot cach ma né cuc ky ghét, “mi da ngoi dgi bon ta sudt bao 1au nhw
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thé.”

“Nam tram bdy muoi sau ngan triéu, ba nghin nam tram bay muoi
chin nam,” Marvin néi. “T6i da dém tirng nam.”

“O, gio thi bon ta dd ¢ day roi,” Trillian néi va cam thay - rat ding
dan, theo quan diém ctia Marvin - rang néi nhu vay la hoi ngé ngan.

“Muroi trifu nam dau tién 1a té nhat,” Marvin néi, “va muoi triéu nam
tht hai cling la té nhat nita. Mudi triéu nam thit ba t6i cling chang thich thu
gi. Sau do t6i co6 suy sup phan nao.”

N6 nging lai vira da 1au dé hai ngudi kia cam thdy ho can phdi néi gi
do, roi ngat 10i ho.

“Chinh nhitng ngudi t6i gap trong ltic lam cong viéc nay mdi khién toi
bu6n nan nhat,” né noéi roi lai ngirng 10i.

Trillian hang giong.

“Co phai...”

“Cudc tro chuyén hay nhat t6i c6 dwoc la cach day hon bon muoi triéu
nam,” Marvin noi tiép.

Lai ngung.

“Oi ch...”

“Va dé la véi mot cai may pha ca phe.”

N6 doi.

“That1...”

“Cac vi khong thich n6i chuyén vdi t6i phai khong?” Marvin néi bang
giong 1i nhi thiéu ndo.

Trillian lién quay sang néi chuyén vai Arthur.

Cach dé mot quang Ford Prefect da tim thdy mot thit ma anh ta rat
thich, thuc ra la mot vai thit thi ding hon.

“Zaphod,” anh ta khé néi, “nhin mdy cai tau sao nay ma xem...”

Zaphod nhin va cling thich.

https://thuviensach.vn



Phi thuyén ho dang ngam thyc ra kha nhé nhwng rat khac thuong, va
rd rang la dé choi cho mot cong t& nha giau. Nhin n6 ciing khong co6 gi
dang ké. N6 cling chi giong mot chiéc may bay gidy dai chitng sdu mét lam
bang gidy bac méng nhung chic chin. O dudi may bay 1a mot budng 14i
nhé nam ngang da cho cho hai nguwdi ngoi. N6 c6 mot dong co hat duyén
bé ti, nén khong c6 kha nang di v6i van téc 16n cho lam. Nhung no lai co
mot bo tan nhiét.

B0 tan nhiét c6 khoi lwgng chirng hai ngan ty tan va duwgc chira trong
mot ho den lap vao mot treong dién tir dat ¢ khoang gitra phi thuyeén, va bo
tan nhiét nay cho phép lai phi thuyén dén gan mot mat trgi vang chirng vai
kilomet, dé don va lwét trén cac tai Itta bung phong ra tir bé mat ctia mat
troi do.

Lwét tai Itva la mot trong nhitng mon thé thao ky la va phan khich nhat
trén doi, va nhitng nguwdi dam va co6 tién dé choi mon do la nhitng ga dugc
tan tung nhat & Ngan Ha. T4t nhién n6 ciing mao hiém dén dan don do dan
ca nguoi - nhitng ai khong chét khi w6t tai Itra thi kiéu gi cling chét mét vi
dwgc vui vé qua nhiéu trong mot trong nhitng bita tiéc Hau Tai Lira & Cau
Lac B0o Daedalus.

Ford va Zaphod ngam nghia no6 ro6i di tiép.

“Con bé cung nay,” Ford noi, “tau don xuyén sao mau vé quyt véi mai
che mat troi mau den...”

Tau don xuyén sao dé ciling la mot phi thuyén nhé - va lai con la phi
thuyén bi dat sai tén, vi thit duy nhat n6 khong thé vugt qua dugc chinh la
nhitng khoang cach lién sao. Vé co ban n6 chi 1a mot phi thuyén lién hanh
tinh kiéu dang thé thao, dugc chung dién thanh mét tht né chang phai.
Nhung duwong nét ké thi cling dep. Ho di tiép.

Phi thuyén ti€p theo kha to, dai ba muwoi mét - mot phi thuyén limo
ché khach ro rang 1a duwgc thiét ké chi véi mot muc dich, do6 la khién ngudoi
nhin phdai phat 6m vi ghen ti. Hinh son va cac chi tiét trang tri dang noi 1o,
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“T6i khong chi du giau dé mua dwgce chiéc phi thuyén nay, toi con du giau
dé coi n6 chang la gi cd.” N6 xau dén tuyét diéu.

“Nhin ma xem,” Zaphod n6i, “dong co hat quark da tang, bac lén
xuong bang perspulex. Chac chan la do dat hang & Lazlar Lyricon roi.”

Ga xem xét t'ng centimet.

“Pung ro6i,” ga ndéi, “nhin xem, logo than lan mau héng-hong ngoai
trén nap mdy neutrino. Ping la biéu twgng cua Lazlar. Lao ta chang biét
nguong la gi.”

“T6i titng bi m6t me nhu thé nay vuot mat, & dang tinh van Axel,”
Ford n6i. “T6i dang di hét toc do, thé ma thi nay c nhén nha vuot qua
tredc téi, dong co hau nhw chang kéu ti gi. Hét say.”

Zaphod huyt sao vé tan thuéng.

“Muoi gidy sau,” Ford noéi, “n6é dam thang vao mat trang thit ba cda
Jaglan Beta.”

“Thé ha?”

“Nhung ding la dep that. Nhin nhw ¢, di chuyén nhw ca, chinh huéng
thi lai nhw bo.”

Ford nhin sang phia bén kia.

“Nay, ra ddy ma xem,” anh ta goi, “bén nay c6 vé bich hoa to lam.
MGt mat trdi dang nod - biéu twgng ctia Mién Tham Hoa. Chac day la phi
thuyén ctia Hotblack.

Thang ché may man that. Anh biét khéng, bon chiing choi cai bai hat
chan kinh ngudi két thic bang mot tau bay mao hiém dam vao mat troi. Dé
lam mo6t man ngoan muc ay ma. Nhung ton tau bay mao hiém phai biét.”

Nhung Zaphod dang mai chu y vao th khac. Ga dang cham chu nhin
phi thuyén ditng canh chiéc limo ctia Hotblack Desiato. Ca hai cdi miéng
cta ga ha hoc.

“Cai nay,” ga no6i, “cai nay... hai mat qua...”

Ford nhin. Anh ta cling dirng sitng.
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D6 1a mot phi thuyén c6 thiét ké don gian, c6 dién, nhw mot con ca hoi
det, dai chirng hai muwoi mét, rat can déi, duong nét mugt ma. O né chi c6
mot diém khac biét duy nhat.

“N6... den qua!” Ford Prefect néi. “Gan nhu khéng nhin ra n6éi hinh
dang cuta né... nhw la anh sang roi tudt hét vao trong day ay!”

Zaphod khong noi gi. Chi don gian la ga da say nhw diéu do.

Mau den cua chiéc phi thuyén dam dac dén no6i gan nhu khong thé biét
dugc ta dang ditng gan no t6i mirc nao.

“Mat ta c truegt khéi né...” Ford ngdngang noi. Mot khoanh khac day
cam xuic. Anh ta can moi.

Zaphod tién t6i gan phi thuyén, chdm chdm nhw mot nguwdi bi thi gi
dé xam chiém - hay ding hon la nhu mot ngwdi mudn chiém lay gi do. Tay
ga chia ra dinh vu6t ve né. Tay ga ding lai. Tay ga lai chia ra dinh vuot ve
né nita. Tay ga lai dirng lai 1an nita.

“Lai day so bé mat nay ma xem,” ga thi thao.

Ford cling chia tay ra. Tay anh ta cling dirng lai.

“T6i... toi chang cam thdy...” anh ta ndi.

“Thay chwa?” Zaphod n6i. “Hoan toan khéng c6 chit ma sat nao. Con
nay ma di thi chac 1a ém lam...”

Ga quay sang nhin Ford chdm chi. ft nhat 1a mot cai dau cta gi lam
vay - con cai dau kia van tiép tuc nhin chiéc phi thuyén vé ngudng mo.

“Chu nghi sao, Ford?” ga hoi.

“Y anh 1a... 0” - Ford ngoai nhin qua vai - “y anh 1a chém né ay a?
Anh nghi chung ta c6 nén khong?”

“Khong.”

“Toi cling nghi la khong nén.”

“Nhung chung ta sé..., phai khong?”

“Sao c6 thé khong chi?”
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Ho ngam chiéc phi thuyén thém chut nita, cho t6i khi Zaphod dot
nhién tran tinh lai.

“Chuang ta phai nhanh chéan 1én,” ga néi. “Chi chdc lat nita Vi Tru sé
tan diét va bon co tredng Toc Mach sé un un dé xuong day dé tim nhitng
cai tau bay treong gia cua chung.”

“Zaphod,” Ford noi.

“Sao?”

“Chung ta chém n6 bang cach nao day?”

“Pon gian thoi,” Zaphod ndi. Ga quay di. “Marvin!” ga goi.

Mot cach cham chap, kho nhoc, véi hang triéu tiéng luc cuc va kéo ket
nho ma n6 da hoc cach vo phat ra, Marvin quay nguwdi dap lai tiéng goi.

“Lai day,” Zaphod néi. “Bon tao c6 viéc cho may day.”

Marvin lé budc dén cho ho.

“T6i sé chang thich thud gi dau,” né néi.

“C6 chw,” Zaphod huénh hoang, “c6 ca mot cudc doi méi trai rong
treéc mat may ma.”

“Chao, dung c6 lai nita chit,” Marvin rén lén.

“May im miéng va nghe day!” Zaphod rit. “Lan nay sé day phan khich
va nhiéu tro vui va nhitng thit cuc ky dién r6.”

“Nghe that kinh khung,” Marvin noi.

“Marvin! Tao chi dang mu6n nhd may...”

“T6i doan la 6ng mudén t6i md& ctra phi thuyén nay cho ong phai
khong?”

“Ha? O... phai. Duing 16i,” Zaphod bdn chdn déap. it nhat ba con méit
ga dang dan 1én ctra ra vao. Thoi gian dang can dan.

“T6i mong Ong ct néi thang chit dirng tim cach lam t6i hao hitng
nita,” Marvin néi, “vi tdéi khong c6 6c hao hirng dau.”

N6 dén bén phi thuyén, cham vao do, va mot 6 ctra md ra.
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Ford va Zaphod tré mat nhin 6 ctra.

“Khong can cam on tdi,” Marvin néi. “A ma cac vi c6 cam on dau.”
N6 lai Ié budc di.

Arthur va Trillian xdm lai quanh ho.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” Arthur hoi.

“Nhin ma xem,” Ford n6i. “Nhin bén trong cai tau bay nay ma xem.”

“Cang luc cang ky quai,” Zaphod thi tham.

“N6 den ngom,” Ford n6i. “Tat cd moi tht bén trong n6 déu den
ngom...”

O Nha Hang, moi tht dang nhanh chéng tién t&i khoanh khic ma sau
dé6 sé chang con khodnh khac nao nita.

Moi con mat déu do don Ién mai vom, ngoai trir mat tén vé si cla
Hotblack Desiato, dang cham chu nhin Hotblack Desiato, va mat cta chinh
Hotblack Desiato, ma tén vé si da vuot lai cho phai phép.

Tén vé si nhoai ngudi vé phia trede. Gia Hotblack Desiato con song,
c6 1€ y sé nghi day la lic nén nga vé phia sau, hodc tham chi la di dao mot
chuit. Vé si cua y khong phai la dé coi gi hon & cy ly gan. Nhung vi tinh
trang khong may cua minh, nén Hotblack Desiato van nam im thin thit.

“Thwa ngai Desiato?” tay vé si thi tham goi. Moi khi han Ién tiéng,
nhin nhw thé cac bé co hai bén mép han dang tréo 1én nhau dé tranh duong.

“Ngai Desiato? Ngai c6 nghe toi n6i khong?”

Theo 1€ ty nhién, Hotblack Desiato chang néi gi.

“Hotblack?” tén vé si rit.

MGt lan nita, van theo 1é ty nhién, Hotblack Desiato khong dap lai.
Nhung y lai dap theo cach siéu nhién.

Trén ban trvdc mat y mét ly rwgu khé rung 1én, r6i mot cai dia bay 1én
chtrng hai phan va khé go vao cdi ly. Roi n6 lai nam xudng ban.

Tén vé si am w veé hai long.
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“Pén luc ta di roi, ngai Desiato,” tén vé si khé ndi, “to6i khéng mudn bi
ket trong dam déng ldac ra vé véi tinh trang cua ngai. Ngai can dén buoi
biéu dién ti€p theo trong tinh trang that thw gidn ddy. Khan gia budi ay
dong lam. Bong s6 mot day. Kakrafoon ma lai. Nam tram bday muoi sau
ngan lé hai triéu nam trude. Ngai da c6 sé trong doi no6 roi chwa?”

Cai dia lai bay Ién, dirng lai, ngiic ngoac vé ludng Iy, r6i lai ha xuong.

“Thoi nao,” tén vé si noi, “sé da rat vui ma. Ngai lam ho nga ngtra
hét.” Néu Tién si Dan Streetmentioner ma nghe dugc tén vé si ndi thi chac
sé 1én con dot quy.

“Lan nao ho ciling thich vu phi thuyén den lao vao mat trgi, va cai phi
thuyén mdéi nay dep lam. That ti€c vi n6 sé bi pha. Néu ching ta xuéng bai
do xe ngay thi toi sé cai ché do lai tw dong cho phi thuyén den, con ching
ta sé di trén chiéc limo. Pugc chit?”

Cai dia g6 mot tiéng to y dong tinh, con ly riegu khong hiéu bang cach
nao lai tw can.

Tén vé si day ghé ctia Hotblack Desiato ra khéi Nha Hang.

“Va gi0,” Max néi tr gitta san khau, “chinh la gidy phut quy vi hang
mong dgi!” Ong ta vung tay 1én khong trung. Ding sau 6ng ta, ban nhac
tuén ra mot trang chiéng trong va téong hgp cam nhw sam rén. Max da cai
nhau vé6i ho vé viéc nay nhung ho khang khang no6i chuyén dé c6 trong hop
dong nén ho sé choi. Panh phéi dé nguwdi dai dién ctia 6ng ta x@ ly vay.

“Bau troi bat dau soi suc!” ong ta kéu 16n. “Tw nhién do6 sup xudng coi
hu vo thét gao! Chi trong vong hai muoi giay nita, ban than Vi Tru cling sé
cham hét! Hay nhin xem anh sang vinh cttu birng chiéu trén dau ching ta!”

Canh hay diét thinh nd6 gém gudc chdy ritng ryc quanh ho - va ding
lic d6 bong c6 mot tiéng kén nhé nghe nhw vang dén tir mot noi xa x6i vo
tan. Mat Max 13p tirc ngoat sang lwvom ban nhac. Khong ai trong s6 ho dang
thoi kén ca. Dot nhién m6t cum khéi uon lwon chap chon xuat hién trén san
khau ngay canh 6ng ta. C6 thém nhiéu tiéng ken nita. Pa hon nam tram lan
Max dan chuong trinh ndy roi ma chuyén thé nay chua titng xay ra. Ong ta
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hot hoang Iui ra xa cum khoi, va ong ta vira lam thé thi mot dang nguoi tw
tir hién hinh trong cum khoéi, dang mot cu c6 gia rau dai, van ao thung va
khap minh bao boc trong 4nh sang. Trong mat ngai la nhitng vi sao, con
trén dau ngai la mot chiéc mii mién vang.

“Gi day?” Max thi thao tr6 mat hoi. “Cé chuyén gi dang xay ra vay?”

O cudi Nha Hang, ddm ngudi mit tro nhw d4 dén tiv Gido Hoi Tién Tri
Zarquon Vi Pai Tai Lam sung swdéng nhay bat day, vira cau kinh vira khoc.

Max chép mit lia lia vi kinh ngac. Ong ta vung tay 1én v&i khan gia.

“MOot trang phdo tay that 16n, thwa quy vi,” ong ta hét to, “cho Nha
Tién Tri Zarquon Vi Dai! Ngai da dén! Zarquon da tai lam!”

Tiéng vo tay noi 1én nhu sam trong ltic Max buéc ngang qua san khau
va trao micro cho Nha Tién Tri.

Zarquon khé ho mot tiéng. Ngai nhin dam khan gid xung quanh.
Nhitng ng6i sao trong mat ngai long lanh vé bén chon. Ngai cam cai micro
mot cach lung tung.

“0...” ngai néi, “xin chdo. O, ta xin 16i dd dén muodn. Ta ban bu dau,
dua th c¢ dén phit cu6i méi ndy sinh ra.”

Ngai c6 vé hoi hop trwde sy im lang day kinh sg va cho doi. Ngai
hang giong.

“0), chiing ta con nhidu thoi gian khong?” ngai héi. “Ta mudn xin mot
ph...”

Va thé 1a Vi Tru keét thic.
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CHUONG

MC)t trong nhitng diém htit khach nhat & cudn sach du lich thap phan xuat
chang, Bi kip qua giang vao Ngdn Ha, ngoai gia ca phai chang cta no va
hai chit PUNG HOANG than thién in chif to trén bia, chinh 1a bang chd
gidi suc tich va thinh thodng ciling chinh xac cta né. Vi duy, cac sé liéu
thong ké vé ban chat dia xa hoi ctia Vi Tru, duge khéo léo trinh bay twr
trang chin trdm ba muwoi tdm ngan ba tram hai mwoi tw dén trang chin tram
ba muwoi tdam ngan ba tram hai mwoi sau; va cach viét tho so cta chiing thi
duwgc giai thich phan nao do cac nha bién soan, vi phdi kip han xuat ban, da
chép nguyén cac thong tin nay tir mat sau mét hop ngii coc an sang, roi voi
va thém mam dam mudi mét vai dong chu thich dé tranh vi pham cac luat
Ban Quyén Ngan Ha r6i ram khong ai hiéu noi.

C6 mot thong tin kha thu vi la mot bién tap viéen tinh ranh hon cua thoi
ky sau nay da gwti cudn sach veé thoi qua khit qua mét nép uon thaoi gian, va
da thanh cong khi kién cong ty san xuat ngili cdc an sang da vi pham chinh
nhitng luat do.

bay la mot vi du:

Vil Tru - mét vai théng tin dé gitip ban soéng & do.

. 1. Dién tich: Vo tan.

Bi kip qua giang vao Ngan Ha dinh nghia tw “vo tdn” nhu sau.
V6 tan: To hon thi? to nhat trén doi va con hon thé. Thuc té la to hon
cuc ky nhiéu, réng ménh méng kinh ngac, c6 kich c& khong 16 khién nguoi
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ta phdi ngd ra ma noi “cha, to thdt”. Vo tdn to dén noi néu dem so vdi né
thi to ciing chi trong bé xiu. Pai logi chting t6i muén ndi né la mét kich co
khong 16 nhan véi to twdng nhdn véi kéch xu.

. 2. Nhap khau: Khéng co.

Khéng thé nhdp khdu thir gi vao mét khong gian vo tdn, vi chdng cé
noi nao & bén ngoai dé nhdp cdc thit vao cd.

. 3. Xuat khau: Khong cé.
Xem phan Nhdp khau.
. 4. Dan so: Khong.

Nhw da biét s6 lugng cdc hanh tinh la vo tdn, don gidn vi co mot
khodng khong gian v6 tdn dé chira dung chuing. Tuy nhién, khéng phdi moi
hanh tinh trong s6 dy déu c6 nguoi 6. Suy ra, hdan phdi c6 mét s6 luong hitu
han cdc hanh tinh c6 nguoi 6. Bdt ky s6 hitu han nao chia cho voé tdn thi
ciing co thé lam tron gan bang khong, khéng du, vi vdy ddn sé trung binh
cua moi hanh tinh trong Vii Tru cé thé coi la bang khong. Tir dé suy ra dan
sO cua toan Vil Tru ciing bang khéng, va nhitng nguoi thinh thodng cdc ban
van gdap chi la san phdm ctia mét tri tudéng tuong dién ro.

. 5. Pon vi tién té: Khong.

Thuc ra trong Ngdn Ha co ba logi tién té co thé tw do chuyén doi,
nhung khong logi nao trong ba logi nay ddng noi dén cd. Bong dé la Nguu
Lang vtra bi phd gid, dong Hat Cuom Flainia thi chi c6 thé duoc doi ra cdc
Hat Cuom Flainia khdc, con déng Pu ctia Trigan thi lai cé nhitng van dé
ddc biét cua riéng no. Ty gid héi dodi tdm dong Ningi do6i ldy mot dong Pu
thi khd la don gidn, nhung vi dong Ningi la mét dong tién cao su hinh tam
gidc moi canh dai gan muwoi mét ngan kilomet, nén chuwra ai tirng thu thdp
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diu dong Ningi dé c6 dugc mét dong Pu. Ningi ciing khéng phdi tién té
chuyén nhuong dugc vi cdc Ngdn Hang Ngdn Ha khong chju giao dich
bdng mdy dong tién lé dén phdt buc. Tir tién dé co bdn ndy ta co thé don
gidn chitng minh rdng cdc Ngdn Hang Ngdn Ha ciing la sdn phdm ctia mot
tri tudng twong dién ro.

. 6. Nghé thuat: Khong.

Muc dich cta nghé thudt la dé lam m¢t tdm guong phdn dnh tw nhién,
va chdng co tdm guong nao du to cho viéc do - xem muc mot.

. 7. Tinh duc: Khong.

Thuec ra thi hoat dong nay & Vii Tru cé rdt nhiéu, chu yéu vi khéng cé
tien, thuong mai, ngdn hang, nghé thudt hay bat ky thi gi khdc dé nhirng
dan cv khong ton tai cua Vii Tru giét thoi gian ca.

Tuy nhién, ban ludn déng dai vé viéc nay ciing khong ddng gi vi no
cuc ky rdc roi. Dé biét thém théng tin xin moi doc cuén Bi kip cdc chuong
bdy, chin, muoi, muoi mét, mwoi bon, mudi sdu, muoi bdy, mudi chin, hai
muoi mot dén sdu muoi chin, va thuc ra la phan 16n phan con lgi ctia cudn
Bi kip.
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CHUONG

Nhél Hang van tiép tuc tén tai, nhung moi thit khac thi khong. Luat tinh
hoc twong doi cia thoi gian gitt chat né va bao vé né trong mot khoang hw
vo khong chi 1a chan khong, ma don thuan la khong gi ca - & d6 chang co
gi lam cho cho chan khong ton tai.

Mai vom trueong luc da dac trd lai, biva tiéc két thic, cac thue khach
dang ra vé, Zarquon da bién mat cung vGi phan con lai cia Vi Tru, cac
Tuabin Thoi Gian dang chuan bi kéo Nha Hang tr&§ vé bén kia ranh gidi
thoi gian dé kip gio an trwa, con Max Quordlepleen lai quay vé buong thay
quan 4o nhé che kin rém cta minh va tim cach goi ngwoi dai dién trén dién
thoai thoi gian.

O bai dd xe, chiéc phi thuyén den van ditng do, ctta déng kin va im
lang nhu to.

Ngai Hotblack Desiato qua c6 lan vao bai do xe, dugc vé si day doc
thang cuon.

Ho di xuéng mot cai 6ng. Khi ho dén gan chiéc phi thuyén limo, mot 6
ctra lat ra tir bén hong, gan vao banh chiéc xe lan va kéo n6 vao trong. Tén
vé si theo sau, va sau khi thdy ong chu da duwgc gan chac vao hé thong duy
tri sw chét, hin lién tién vao budng 14i nhé. O day hidn diung hé théng diéu
khién tir xa bat ché do lai ty dong trén chiéc phi thuyén den nam canh cai
limo, khién Zaphod Beeblebrox nhe ca nguoi vi ga da loay hoay dén ca
muoi phit c6 khdi dong no.

Chiéc phi thuyén den w6t ém ru ra khéi khoang do, quay dau va di
chuyén doc 16i di trung tdm mot cach nhanh chéng va lang 1€. Bén cudi 16i
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di, n6 tang toc rat nhanh, lao vao buoéng phong thaoi gian, va bat dau chuyén
hanh trinh dai tré vé qua khit xa xo0i.

Thyc Don Bita Tria cua Milliways ¢6 trich dan, sau khi da xin phép,
mot doan trong cudn Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha. Poan van dé nhu sau:

Lich st moi Nén Vdn Minh Ién cua Ngan Ha thuong cé xu huéng di
qua ba pha ddc thu cé thé nhdn ra, dy la Sinh Ton, Cat Van va Lich Duyét
Héa, hay con dugc biét dén nhu cdc pha Thé Nao, Tai Sao va O Pdu.

Ty nhu, pha thit nhat c6 ddc thu la cGu héi, “Ching ta an thé nao?”
pha thit hai la cdu hoi, “Tai sao chung ta an?” con pha thit ba la cdu hoi,
“Chung ta an trua ¢ dau?”

Thuc Pon néi thém ring Milliways, Nha Hang O Tan Cuing Vii Try,
sé la mot cau tra 101 rat dé chiu va lich duyét danh cho cau héi thi ba kia.

Song né lai khong dé cap tiép rang mac du mot nén van minh thwong
mat hang ngan ndm méi trai qua dugc ba pha Thé Nao, Tai Sao, va O Pau,
thi cac tap thé xa hoi nhé dang phdi chiu tinh trang cang thang lai c6 thé
trai qua cac giai doan do cuc ky nhanh chong.

“Tinh hinh chiing ta thé nao r6i?” Arthur Dent héi.

“Té lam,” Ford Prefect tra 10i.

“Chung ta dang di dau day?” Trillian nai.

“Ta khong biét,” Zaphod Beeblebrox dap.

“Tai sao?” Arthur Dent gang hoi.

“Im di,” Zaphod Beeblebrox va Ford Prefect cung dong thanh.

“Tém lai cac anh mudn noi rang chiing ta da mat 14i,” Arthur Dent noi,
10 di cau vira roi.

Phi thuyén dang chao ddo dén phat sg trong lic Ford va Zaphod co
gianh 14y tay lai tr ché d6 1ai tw dong. Cac dong co gao thét va rén ri nhw 1
tré con meét nhoai trong siéu thi.

“Chinh cai 16i phoi mau r6 dai nay lam ta phat dién,” Zaphod n6i, moi
tinh ctia ga vGi chiéc phi thuyén chi kéo dai chwa day ba phit sau khi bat
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dau bay. “Moi khi ta dinh dung mot cai can diéu khién ky quai mau den vdi
bién chi dan mau den trén nén den, thi mot ngon dén mau den sé phat anh
sang den dé bao la ta da lam xong. Cai gi thé nay? Mot kiéu siéu xe tang
xuyén Ngan Ha a?”

Céc bitc twong cabin dang lac lw cling c6 mau den, tran cting mau den,
ghé ngoi - kha thoé so, vi chuyén di quan trong duy nhat caa phi thuyén nay
dugc thiét ké dé khong cé nguwoi lai - cling mau den, bang diéu khién mau
den, cac dung cu mau den, nhitng cai vit nhé c6 dinh ching ciing mau den,
16p nhira méng trai san cling mau den, va khi nhac mot géc miéng nhwa 1én
thi ho phat hién ra 16p x6p & bén dudi cling mau den not.

“Co 1€ ké nao thiét ké ra n6 c6 thi giac twong thich véi nhitng buéc
song khac,” Trillian doan.

“Hodc khong giau tri twéng twong cho lam,” Arthur [am bam.

“C6 18,” Marvin néi, “ong ta bi tram cam.”

Thuc ra, mdc du bon ho thi sé khong dugc biét, thiét ké nay dugc chon
dé té long ton kinh tinh trang dang buon, nhiéu ngwoi tiéc thuwong, va dugc
giam trir thué cda cht nhan phi thuyeén.

Chiéc phi thuyén chém 1én mot cu dac biét dang sg.

“Tw tir thoi,” Arthur van xin, “cac anh lam t6i say khong gian roi day
nay.”

“Say thoi gian chi,” Ford néi. “Chung ta dang du hanh ngugc thoi
gian.”

“Cam on,” Arthur néi, “gio thi t6i nghi t6i sap non that ro6i.”

“Cit viéc,” Zaphod néi, “cho nay ciling can thém ti mau siac cho vui

»

mat.
“Pay la chuyén gau lich sy sau bita t6i ddy hit?” Arthur quat.

Zaphod dé bo diéu khién cho Ford may mo, va loang choang di ra cho
Arthur.
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“Nghe day, Nguoi Trai Dat,” ga gian dit ndi, “cau c6 nhiém vu phai
hoan thanh, ding khong? Phai tim Cau Héi cho Cau Tra Loi T6i Thugng,
dang khong?”

“Cai gi, van chuyén d6 a?” Arthur néi. “T6i twdng ching ta quén no
roi chir.”

“Ta thi khong, cuwng a. Nhu 14 chudt néi ay, dén ding cho thi né sé
kiém bon tién. Va né lai dang dugc khoa kin trong cai goi la dau cta cau.”

“U nhung ma...”

“Khong nhung gi ca! Nghi ma xem. Y Nghia Sy S6ng! Chiing ta ma
phat hién ra dugc no thi ching ta c6 thé tong tién tat ca cac bac si tam ly
trong Ngan Ha nay, ma nhu thé la khéi tién ddy. Ta ng lao béc si cua ta ca
dong.”

Arthur hit mot hoi that sdu ma chang lay gi lam nhiét tinh.

“Thoi dwgc roi,” anh ndi, “nhwng bat dau tir dau day? Lam sao t0i biét
dwgc? Ho bao Cau Tra Loi Toéi Thugng gi gi do la Bon muoi hai, lam sao
toi biét cau hoi la gi? Co thé 1a bat ky cai gi. Vi du nhw, sau nhan bay bang
may?”

Zaphod nhin anh cham cham mdt hoi 1au. R6i mat ga ruc 1én vé phan
khich.

“Bon muwoi hai!” ga reo.

Arthur dua long ban tay 1én xoa tran.

“Phai,” anh kién nhan néi, “toi biét.”

Hai mdt Zaphod xiu xudng.

“T6i chi mudn noéi cau hoi co6 thé 1a bat ky cai gi,” Arthur néi, “va t6i
khong hiéu lam sao t6i c6 thé biét dugc.”

“B@i vi,” Zaphod rit, “cau da c6 mat & dé khi hanh tinh ctia cau no
dung nhw phao hoa.”

“Trén Trai Dat ching t6i c6 mot thi...” Arthur mé 16i.

“Tuwng c06,” Zaphod stra lai.
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“... goi la té nhi. Théi, bo di. Nghe nay, t6i qua thyc khong biét.”

MGt giong noi tram duc vang vong quanh khoang.

“Toi biét ddy,” Marvin ndi.

Ford goi vdi ra tir cho bang diéu khién ma anh ta van dang danh vat va
da sap thua.

“Pung c6 xia vao, Marvin,” anh ta néi. “Day la chuyén cuta cac sinh
vat song.”

“N6 dugce in vao cac mo hinh séng nao ctia Nguwoi Trai Bat,” Marvin
néi tiép, “nhung té6i khéng cho la cac vi sé quan tam gi dén chuyén dé.”

“Y may 13,” Arthur néi, “y may 1a may nhin thau dwgc vao ndo tao a?”

“Phai,” Marvin noi.

Arthur tr6 mat kinh ngac.

“Varoi...?” anh goi.

“T6i ngac nhién la sao anh c6 thé song trong mot thit bé nhé nhw vay.”

“A,” Arthur néi, “lai né6i khay.”

“Phai,” Marvin xac nhan.

“Thoi, dirng dé y dén né nita,” Zaphod néi, “no bia day.”

“Bia dy a?” Marvin noéi, quay dau lai lam ra by sttng sét. “Tai sao t6i
lai phai bia? Séng la thit da da toi té roi, khong can phai bia thém ra nita.”

“Marvin nay,” Trillian néi bang cai giong nhe nhang, diu dang ma chi
con c0 la c6 thé goi 1én dé noéi chuyén vdi sinh vat méo mo ay, “néu da biét
tir dau, thi sao mi khong cho bon ta biét?”

Pau Marvin quay lai nhin c6.

“Cac vi khong hoi,” n6 noi gon.

“Thi gio bon tao dang hoi may day, nguwoi kim loai,” Ford noi, quay
sang nhin no.

Pung ldc d6 phi thuyén bong ngirng chao dao va rung lac, tiéng dong
co cling gidam xu6ng thanh 4m ro ro nhé nhe.
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“Nay, Ford,” Zaphod noi, “nghe 6n ddy. Chu phat hién ra cach diéu
khién cai tau nay réi a?”

“Khong,” Ford dap, “toi chi khong loay hoay v6i no nita thoi. Toi nghi
chuing ta c dén bat ky dau cai phi thuyén nay dang dén, roi ra khoi né that
nhanh.”

“O h4,” Zaphod néi.

“T6i thay ro la cac vi chang quan tam gi ma,” Marvin lam bam moét
minh r6i chdi vao mot goc va tu tat nguon.

“Van dé 1a,” Ford néi, “thit mdy méc duy nhat cho théng so trén toan
b6 céi phi thuyén nay dang khién t6i lo lam. Néu day dung la céi t6i nghi,
va néu n6 dang cho biét cai ma t6i nghi, thi ching ta da di qua xa vao qua
khtt. Co6 1€ phai dén hai triéu nam trudc thoi cta ching ta co day.”

Zaphod nhtn vai.

“Thoi gian la thit nham xit,” ga noi.

“Khong biét chiéc phi thuyén nay thudc vé ai nhi,” Arthur néi.

“Veé ta,” Zaphod dap.

“Khong. Thuc ra n6 thudc vé ai co.”

“Thye s la thudc vé ta,” Zaphod van khang khang. “Nghe day, s& hitu
la trdm cap, ding khong? Suy ra trom cap ciling la s& hitu. Suy ra cai phi
thuyén ndy 1a cda ta. O ké?”

“DPi ma bdo cai phi thuyén thé ay,” Arthur néi.

Zaphod tién dén bén bang diéu khién.

“Phi thuyén,” ga ndéi, ddp manh lén cac nim diéu khién, “chu nhan
madi cua may dang néi day...”

Ga khong kip noi gi thém. Nhiéu chuyén xdy ra cing mot ldc.

Chiéc phi thuyén roi khéi ché d6 du hanh thoi gian va tré lai khong
gian thuc.
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Moi nim va can trén bang diéu khién, von da bi tat trong lic du hanh
thoi gian, gio sang len.

Mot man hinh 16n bén trén bang diéu khién bat 1én, cho thdy mot vung
sao rong 16n va mot mat troi duy nhat to twdng thang ngay truedc mat ho.

Tuy nhién, khong cé diéu nao trong s6 nhitng diéu nay la nguyén c@
cho viéc ding lic d6 Zaphod bi day ép ngudi vao bitc twong cudi khoang
lai, va ca nhitng nguoi khac cling vay.

Nguyén c¢ la mot tiéng 6n khing khi€p duy nhat phat ra tiv bo loa gan
quanh man hinh.
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CHUONG

Tit bén dudi trén hanh tinh Kakrafoon kho can do ruc, gitta sa mac Rudlit
ménh mong, cac ky thuat vién san khau dang kiém tra hé thong am thanh.

Co6 nghia 13, hé thong am thanh nam & sa mac, chi khéng phai cac ky
thuat vién. Ho da lui vé an nau an toan trong phi thuyén diéu khién khong
16 cia Mién Tham Hoa, dang lo ltng trén quy dao cach bé mat hanh tinh
hon sdu tram cdy sd, va ho dang kiém tra am thanh tir d6. Bat ky ai & trong
dwong kinh tdm cdy s6 quanh cac thap loa sé khong thé sdng sot qua vu
chinh am.

Néu Arthur Dent dang & trong duwong kinh tdm cdy s6 quanh cac thap
loa, thi y nghi cudi doi cia anh sé la hé thong am thanh gan nhw giong hét
Manhattan ca vé hinh dang lan kich c&. Tt cac thap veon 1én nhitng chong
loa pha neutron chat ngat cao tit tap trén nén trgi, che khuat ca cac 16 phan
trng plutonium va cac am ly dia chan phia sau ching.

Chon sau trong cac boong ke xi mang dwédi thanh pho loa do 1a nhitng
nhac cu ma ban nhac sé diéu khién tir phi thuyén ctia ho, ajuitar photon
khong 16, kip nd bass, va dan trong Megabum.

S€é la mot budi biéu dién am 1 1am day.

Trén phi thuyén diéu khién khong 16, moi ngwoi dang héi ha ban ron.
Chiéc limo ctia Hotblack Desiato, so v6i n6 thi chi nht mét con nong noc,
da dén noi va dau xudng, con quy 6ng qua co do thi dang duwgc day xudi
cac hanh lang cao c6 mai vom dén cho ba dong, ngudi sé truyén tai cac
song tam linh cia y dén bo phim ajuitar.
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Mot bac si, mot nha logic hoc va m6t nha sinh hoc bién cling vira méi
dén noi, da ton khong biét bao nhiéu tién cia dé dwa ho tir Maximegalon
t¢i nham muc dich thuyét phuc tay ca si chinh, hién dang nh6t minh trong
buéng tam vGi mot 1o thude va khong chiu ra cho dén khi cé két luan chac
chan khién han tin rang minh khong phéi la mot con ca. Tay choi bass thi
dang ban na sing mday vao buong ngt ctia minh, con tay trong thi hoan toan
khong c6 mat trén phi thuyeén.

Sau mot hoi cuong cuong hoi han thi nguwdi ta cling phat hién ra han
dang & mot bai bién trén hanh tinh Santraginus V cach d6 mot tram nam
anh sang, han noéi ¢ d6 han da hanh phiic dugc nita gio réi va da tim dugc
mot hon cudi dé bau ban.

Nguwdi quan ly ban nhac nhe bang ca minh may. Diéu nay c6 nghia day
la 1an thit muoi bay trong chuyén lwu dién nay, trong sé dugce choi bai mot
tén ngwoi may, va vi thé cac chiim choe sé dugc can gio chuan xac.

Mang ha etha ri ram tiéng tro chuyén cda cac ky thuat vién san khau
dang kiém tra cac kénh loa, va chinh am thanh nay dang dwgc truyén vao
bén trong chiéc phi thuyén den.

Cac hanh khach do dan trén phi thuyén dwa vao bitc twong cudi
khoang 1ai, lang nghe cac tiéng néi trén loa quanh man hinh.

“Roi, kénh chin da c6 dién,” mot giong 1én tiéng, “kiém tra kénh muoi
lam...”

Mot am thanh khiung khiép nita xé toac khoang khéng trong phi
thuyeén.

“Kénh muoi lam 6 ké,” mot giong khac noi.

Mot giong thit ba xen vao.

“Tau bay mao hiém den da vao vi tri,” giong no6i nay lén tiéng, “trong
duwgce lam. Sé 1a mot ci lan mat troi hét sdy day. May tinh san khau da két
noi?”

Mot giong may tinh tra 10i.
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“P3 két noi,” nd noi.

“Chiém quyeén diéu khién tau bay den.”

“Pa khoa tau bay den vao quy dao, san sang.”

“Kiém tra kénh hai muwoi.”

Zaphod lao qua khoang 1ai va doi tan s6 trén mdy thu ha etha truéc khi
lu6ng am thanh nat ndo tiép theo dap vao ho. Ga ditng dé run lay bay.

“Lan madt troi,” Trillian 1i nhi néi, “nghia la gi?”

“C6 nghia la,” Marvin noi, “tau bay sé lan vao mat troi. Ldn... Mat
troi. Rat dé hiéu thoi. Cac vi mong doi gi khi 1dy trom tau bay mao hiém
cua Hotblack Desiato chit?”

“Lam sao ma may biét...” Zaphod néi bang giong khién mot con than
lan tuyét sao Chirc Nit cling phdi thay 6n lanh, “day la tau bay mao hiém
cua Hotblack Desiato?”

“Don gian thoi,” Marvin néi. “Chinh t6i da do n6 cho 6ng ta.”

“Thé tai sao... may... khong... cho... bon tao biét!”

“Ong néi 6ng mudn phan khich va trd vui va nhitng th cuc ky dién
16.”

“Thé nay that l1a kinh khung,” Arthur néi mot cau hoan toan thira,
trong khodng lang tiép theo dé.

“T6i cling noi thé day,” Marvin x4ac nhan.

Trén mot tan s6 khac, radio ha etha da thu dwgc mot chwong trinh phat
thanh cong cong, gio vang vong quanh khoang lai.

“... thoi tiét rat dep cho buoi dién chiéu nay tai day. Toi dang ding
day trudce san khau,” ngwoi phong vién noi doi, “gitta sa mac Rudlit, va nho
c6 kinh cyc phéng dai, t6i gan nhw cé thé nhin thay lwgng khan gia khong
16 dang co rim & duong chan troi xung quanh t6i. Dang sau t6i cac dan loa
vuon cao nhw nhitng vach nui dung dirng, con cao tit trén dau toi mat troi
dang téa sang ma khong biét cai gi sé dap vao né. Nhitng nguwdi van dong
bdo vé moi treong thi biét cai gi sé dap vao nd, va ho tuyén bd budi biéu
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dién sé gay ra dong dat, song than, bao, thiét hai khong thé cttu van noi cho
bau khi quyén cung du cac thit ma nhitng ngudi bado vé moi tredng van
thuong hay noi di noi lai.

“Nhung t6i vira nhan duge thong bao la mot dai dién ctia nhém Mién
Tham Hoa da gdap madt cac nha bao vé moi treong vao trra nay va ra lénh
ban bé tat ca bon ho, nén gio khong gi con ngan can...”

Zaphod tat may di. Ga quay sang Ford.

“Chu biét anh dang nghi gi khong?” ga néi.

“Toi nghi la c6,” Ford noi.

“Cho anh biét chu nghi la anh dang nghi gi.”

“T6i nghi la anh dang nghi la da dén lic ching ta xudng khoi cai phi
thuyén nay.”

“Anh nghi chi nghi thé 1a ding,” Zaphod noi.

“Toi nghi anh ndéi dung,” Ford noi.

“Lam cach nao?” Arthur hoi.

“Trat tw,” Ford va Zaphod dong thanh, “ching t6i dang nghi.”

“Thé ddy,” Arthur n6i, “ching ta tiéu ro6i.”

“T6i mong la cau dirng c6 noi thé nita,” Ford néi.

Vao lic nay, cé 1€ nén nhac lai cac gia thuyét ma Ford da nghi ra khi
lan dau tién ti€p xic vGi con nguoi, dé giai thich cho thoéi quen ky la cia ho
la lién tuc nhac di nhac lai nhitng diéu da qua w ro rang, vi du nhw “That la
mot ngay dep trdi”, hay “Anh cao thé”, hay “Thé day, ching ta tiéu r6i”.

Gid thuyét dau tién ctia anh ta la néu loai nguwoi khong lién tuc van
dong moi, miéng ho c6 thé citng do mat.

Sau vai thang quan sat, anh ta nghi ra gia thuyét thi¢ hai, d6 la “Néu
loai ngwoi khong lién tuc van dong moi, nao ho sé bat dau lam viéc”.

Thyec ra, gia thuyét thi hai nay dung theo nghia den vGi giong nguoi
Belcerebon trén hanh tinh Kakrafoon.
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Nguoi Belcerebon trudc kia da tirng khién cac loai khac hét sitc ganh
ghét va tu ti vi ho la mdt trong nhitng nén van minh thong thai, tai giéi, va
hon hét la yén tinh nhat trén toan Ngan Ha.

DPé tritng phat cach cw xtr nay, von bi coi la ty cao ti dai va dé choc
tc nguoi khac, mot Toa An Ngan Ha da bét ho phai chiu cin bénh xa hdi
tan 4c nhat, dé la than giao cach cam. Vi vay, dé tranh phat tan tirng y nghi
nho nhat cho moi nguwdi ndm trong pham vi tdm cdy s6 xung quanh minh,
gio ho phai lubn mom ndi that to va lién tuc veé thai tiét, vé nhitng con dau
vé van trén nguwoi, vé tran bong chiéu nay, va vé viéc Kakratoon bong trd
nén o6n ao biét bao.

Mot cach nita dé tam thdi gidu kin moi y nghi ctia ho la cho muon dia
diém t0 chitc mot buoi biéu dién cia Mién Tham Hoa.

Thoi diém t6 chirc budi biéu dién la t6i quan trong.

Phi thuyén phai bat dau ct lan triede khi bu6i dién bat dau dé dam vao
madt troi dung sau phut ba muoi bay giay trude doan cao trao cta bai hat ma
né minh hoa, dé anh sang tir tai Itta mat troi c6 thoi gian di dén Kakrafoon.

Phi thuyén da bat dau lan dugc vai phut khi Ford Prefect luc soat xong
cac khoang con lai. Anh ta lao trd vao khoang lai.

Mat troi cua Kakrafoon hién 1én khong 16 va dang s¢ trén man hinh,
nhr mot 10 bat quai trang x6a noéng ryc day cac hat nhan hydré dang hop
hach, 16n dan lén tirng phut trong lic phi thuyén lao tGi trwdc, chang théem
dém xia gi dén nhitng cu dam va dap tay cta Zaphod lén bang diéu khién.
Arthur va Trillian thi c6 cai vé tran troi nhw nhitng con tho trén con dwong
dém, nghi rang cach t6t nhat dé doi pho véi nhitng ngon den xe dang lao lai
gan la ddu nhan véi ching.

Zaphod quay ngoat lai, mat trgn ngugc.

“Ford,” ga héi, “cé bao nhiéu tau thoat hiém?”

“Khong c6,” Ford noi.

Zaphod lap bap khong thanh 14i.
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“Chu da dém chwa?” ga gao lén.

“Hai lan roi,” Ford noi. “Anh c6 goi dugc cac ki thuat vién san khau
bang dién dam khong?”

“C0,” Zaphod cay cu néi, “anh ndi trén tau dang c6 ca dong ngudi va
ho bdo gtti 161 chao dén tat ca.”

Ford tré mat.

“Anh khong bao hg anh la ai a?”

“Cé chtt. Ho béao 1a vinh du 16n qua. A véi ca con gi d6 lién quan dén
héa don nha hang va ngwdoi thi hanh di chic nita ay.”

Ford ddy manh Arthur sang mot bén va nhoai nguwdi trén bang diéu
khién.

“Khoéng cé cai nao hoat dong a?” anh ta dit dan hoi.

“Téat ca déu bi cwdp quyén diéu khién hét.”

“DPap hé thong lai ty dong di.”

“Phai tim ra n6 trwdc da. Chang két n6i dugc cai gi ca.”

Im ldang lanh léo bao trum 1én tat ca trong choc lat.

Arthur dang loang choang & dang cu6i khoang. Dot nhién anh ngirng
lai.

“Nhan tién,” anh héi, “dich chuyén titc thoi nghia la gi?”

Mot khoang lang nita.

Tu tw, nhitng ngwoi khac quay lai nhin anh.

“Co nhé khong phai luc dé héi,” Arthur n6i. “Chi la t6i nhé c6 nghe
cau dung ttr d6 ban nay va téi nhac dén la vi...”

“Cau thay chir dich chuyén titc thoi & dau?” Ford Prefect khé hai.

“O, thuc ra 1a & ngay kia,” Arthur néi, chi vao mot hop diéu khién téi
om & cudi khoang. “Ngay trén chit khan cdp, bén dudi chit hé théng, va bén
canh tdm bién dé chit mdy hong.”
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Trong canh hon loan tiép theo ngay sau do6, hanh dong duy nhat can
theo doi la Ford Prefect lao qua khoang dén chd cai hop nhé mau den ma
Arthur chi va lién tuc dam 1én cai nit nhé mau den doc nhat gan trén do.

MGt tdm van vudng moi chiéu chitng mét tam trwgt mé ra canh do,
cho thdy mot ngan kin, nhin giong mdt buéng tam nhiéu voi sen gio dugc
tai ché lam ctra hang dong nat cta thg dién. Nhitng sgi day dién dang gan
dé long thong ru xudng twr trén tran, cac mau may moc vit 16n xon khap
san, va tam bang diéu khién nam rii ra bén ngoai 6 twong noi 1€ ra né phai
dugc vit chac.

Mot ké toan vién cdp dudi cia Mién Tham Hoa, khi dén tham xwéng
déng phi thuyén nay, da yéu cau vién doc cong gidi thich vi ly do quai quy
gi ma ho lai 1ap mot bo dich chuyén titc thoi cye ky dat tién vao chiéc phi
thuyén chi c6 mot hanh trinh quan trong duy nhat phai di, ma lai la hanh
trinh khong nguwdoi 1ai. Vién déc cong giai thich rang bd dich chuyén titc
thoi duwgce gidm gia mwoi phan tram va ké toan vién gidi thich rang ly do do
that khong dang; vién doc cong giai thich rang day la b dich chuyén tic
thoi manh nhat va tinh vi nhat ma tién c6 thé mua dwgc va ké toan vién giai
thich rang tién khong mudén mua noé; vién doc cong giai thich rang nguoi ta
sé van can ra vao phi thuyén va ké toan vién giai thich rang trén phi thuyén
da cé mot cai ctra cye ky dung dugc; vién doc cong gidi thich rang ké toan
vién c6 thé di ma dap dau vao twong va ké toan vién giai thich rang cai
dang lao dén vién doc cong tir bén trai 1a mot ci dam v& mom. Sau khi giai
thich xong xu6i, viéc lap dat boé dich chuyén tic thoi bi ngung lai, r6i sau
dé dugce ghi vao hoa don 1a “Gi.thich 1at vat” vdi gia tién cao gap nam lan
ma khong bi ai dé y.

“Thién dia quy than 0i,” Zaphod 1am bam khi ga va Ford c6 lan mo
gitta dam day nhg rdi tinh.

Mot 1at sau Ford bado ga lui lai. Anh ta ném mot dong xu vao bo dich
chuyén va lac mot cai cong tac trén tdm bang diéu khién nam rii bén ngoai.
Vi mot tiéng 16p dop va mot chép sang, dong xu bién mat.
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“ft ra thi n6 ciing hoat dong,” Ford néi, “nhung khéng cé hé théng dan
dwong. May dich chuyén vat chat ma lai khong c6 chuwong trinh dan duong
thi c6 thé dwa ta dén... ¢, dén bat ky dau.”

Mat troi ciia Kakrafoon van hién ra to twéng trén man hinh.

“Coc can biét,” Zaphod néi; “dén dau thi dén.”

“Con nita,” Ford noi, “khong c6 hé thong ty dong. Ching ta khong thé
di ca duogc. Phai c6 ngudi & lai diéu khién né.”

Mot khoanh khac trang nghiém lwét qua. Mat troi hién 1én moi lic
mot to hon.

“Nay, nhéc Marvin,” Zaphod vui vé néi, “tinh hinh may thé nao?”

“To6i doan la rat té,” Marvin lau bau.

Mot thoang sau, budi dién trén Kakrafoon bong lén t¢i mét doan cao
trao bat ngo.

Chiéc phi thuyén den véi vi hanh khach 1 rii duy nhat da dam vao 1o
luyén hat nhan gitra tdm mat troi ding thoi diém. Nhitng tai Itta khong 10
phut tir mat troi ra xa hang triéu cay s6 phong vao khong gian, khién gan
chuc tay lwét tai Itta lwgn gan bé mat ctia mat troi dang chd doi gidy phut
d6 hoéa dién vi phan khich, va trong mot vai triong hgp thi héa hoi luon.

May gidy truedc khi anh sang tai lira chiéu t6i Kakrafoon, toan bd sa
mac dang dap thinh thich lién nit todc ra theo mot vét dit gay sau. Mot
dong song ngam khong 16 nam sau bén dwéi hanh tinh, chwa titng duwgc do
ra, gio trao lén bé mat, va sau d6 may gidy thi hang triéu tdn dung nham
néng béng phun hang tram mét 1én khong trung, 1ap tic lam boc hoi dong
song bén dudi lan bén trén mat dat véi mot tiéng no vang téi tan dau bén
kia hanh tinh r6i lai vong ngwoc tré lai.

Nhitng nguwoi it 6i duwgc tdn mat chitng kién canh twgng nay ma con
song s6t da thé rang toan bd hai muwoi sdu ngan cay s6 vuéng sa mac da bi
nhac bong lén khong trung nhw mot cai banh kép day ca kilomet, ty l1at
minh lai, r6i roi xuéng. Pung lic d6 phéng xa tir cac tai Itra mat trdi xuyén
qua 16p may hoi nwéc vira boc 1én danh thang xudng mat dat.
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Mot nam sau, viung sa mac rong hai mwoi sau ngan cay so6 vuéng ay
nd day hoa. Cau truc khi quyén quanh hanh tinh c6 doi chit thay doi. Mat
troi b6t gay gat hon vao mua heé, cai lanh b6t cat da cat thit hon vao mua
dong, mua nhe roi déu dan hon va dan dan hanh tinh sa mac Kakrafoon tr&
thanh mot thiéen dwong. Tham chi khda nang ngoai cdm ma nguwoi dan
Kakrafoon mac phai cling da hoan toan bién mat nho sitc cong pha ctia vu
no.

Mot phat ngon vién cia Mién Tham Hoa - ké da ra 1énh ban bé nhitng
nguwoi bao vé moi treong - sau nay dugce trich dan da noi rang doé la mot
“man dién hay”.

Nhiéu nguwdi da c6 nhitng bai dién van cam dong vé kha nang chita
lanh ctia am nhac. Mot s6 nha khoa hoc hoai nghi thi nghién cttu cac ghi
chép vé nhitng sy kién d6 ky cang hon, va tuyén bé ho da phat hién ra vét
tich cia mot Treong Can Bat Kha nhan tao khong 16 tr6i dén tir mot ving
khong gian gan do.
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CHUONG

Arthur tinh day va 1ap tic thay hoi ti€éc. Anh da tirng thay vang vat sau khi
say rigu, nhung chwa bao gio t6i mitc nay. Chinh 1a n6 day, cai t6i té nhat,
hé dia nguc kinh khting nhat. Anh két luan la tia truyén vat chat con khéng
vui bang mot cu da that Iyc vao dau.

Khéng mudn nhtic nhich vi con dau am i gian giat trong ngudi, anh ci
nam yén day va suy nghi. Anh tham nghi, van dé vd&i hau hét cac phuwong
tién di chuyén chinh la chang cai nao tién dung dén do dang phai chiu
nhitng rac réi n6 gay ra. Trén Trai Dat - tiv cai hoi con Trai Pat, trudc khi
no bi san phang dé 1dy cho xay duong cao toc xuyén khong gian - rac roi la
xe 0 t0. Bat tién cua 0 t0 la phai 16i ra rat nhiéu thit nhét den tir dudi long
dat noi n6 dang nam kin ddo chang bi de doa gi, bién n6 thanh nhya duwong
dé phu 1én mat dat, r6i thanh khéi bay 1én dac khong khi, va nhitng gi con
lai thi bi d6 xudng bién, va tat ca nhitng cai d6 déu khéng dang chi dé doi
lay cai tién lgi la di ti noi nay dén noi khac nhanh hon - nhét la khi noi ta
dén cé thé da bi chinh nhitng viéc trén bién thanh mot noi rat giong véi noi
ta vtra di, tiec 1a phu day nhya dwong, toan 1a khoi va it ca.

Thé con cac tia truyén vat chat thi sao? B4t ky loai phwong tién di
chuyén nao ma lai xé ta ra thanh ti'ng nguyén t¥, ném nhitng nguyeén ti do
qua mang ha etha, ro6i ghép ching lai v6i nhau ding lic ching méi dugc
ném mui ty do lan dau tién sau bao nhiéu nam thi chac chan chang tot dep
gl.

Rét nhiéu nguoi trudc Arthur Dent cling da nghi ding nhw vay va
tham chi da tirng viét bai hat vé chuyén do6. Bay la mot bai thwong dugc cac
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dam dong khong 16 dong thanh hat vang bén ngoai nha mday san xudt bo
dich chuyén titc thoi ctia Tap Poan biéu Khién Hoc Thién Lang trén Hanh
Tynh Hanh Fuc III:

Aldebaran tuyét lam,

Algol thi nuot kinh,

Gai dep Betelgeuse

Pon tim ta rat nhanh.

Ho sé lam gi ta thich

That mau roi that lau,

Nhung néu phai xé toi ra mdi dwa dugc t6i dén do
T6i chdang muon di dau.

Cung hat nao,

Xé toi ra, xé toi ra

Hanh trinh kiéu gi vay hag,

Néu phai xé toi ra méi dwa dugc toi dén do
T6i tha ¢ lai nha.

Thién Lang lat toan vang

T6i nghe khen nggi miét

T mom nhitng ga dién sau dé néi thém
“Hay dén tham Tau trwdc khi chét.”

T6i san long di duong 16n

Puwong nho ciing dugc roi,

Nhwng néu phdi xé tdi ra mdi duwa dugce toi dén do
Toi thi xin kiéu thoi.

Cung hat nao,

Xé toi ra, xé toi ra,

Chac ban dién ro6i ho,
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Néu phai xé toi ra méi dwa dugc toi dén do

T6i thi & yén nha.

... va van van. Mot bai hat dugc yéu thich khac thi ngan hon nhiéu:

To6i dich chuyén vé nha mét dém kia

Vi Ron va Sid va Meg,

Ron chiém mat trai tim cia Meg

Con toi dugc cai chan cua Sidney.

Arthur thdy con dau dang tir ti¢ diu dan, mac du anh van cam nhan
duwgc nhitng tiéng ram rap tram duc. Mot cach cham rai, can than, anh ditng
day.

“Cau c6 nghe thdy mot tieng ram rap tram duc khong?” Ford Prefect
héi.

Arthur quay ngoat lai va lao ddo vé boi réi. Ford Prefect tién lai, mat
dé ngau, mat trang béch.

“Chung ta dang & dau day?” Arthur hén hén hoi.

Ford nhin quanh. Ho dang ditng trong mot hanh lang dai uén cong,
kéo dai hut tam mat sang ca hai phia. Bitc twong thép phia ngoai - dugc son
mau luc nhat phat bénh ma ngudi ta hay dung trong truong hoc, bénh vién,
va nha thuvong dién dé gitt cho cac bénh nhan khoi 1én con - uén cong trén
dinh dau ho, cho téi khi né gap bitc twong bén trong ditng thang, ma ky la
thay lai dwgc dan mot 16p vai b6 mau nau. San nha bang cao su xé ranh
mau xanh luc sam.

Ford nhich dén bén mot tdm kinh rat day mau sam trong sudt gan vao
bitc twong ngoai. Tam kinh day t6i vai 16p, song qua dé anh ta van c6 thé
nhin thay nhitng ngoi sao xa tit tap chi bang dau dinh ghim.

“T6i nghi ching ta dang & trén mdt kiéu tau vii tru nao do,” anh ta noi.

Tt cu6i hanh lang vong lai mot tiéng ram rap tram duc.

“Trillian?” Arthur lo au goi. “Zaphod?”
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Ford nhun vai.

“Chang thdy dau ca,” anh ta néi. “T6i da tim r6i. Ho c6 thé & bat ky
dau. Mot bo dich chuyén tic thoi khong duwgce 1ap trinh c6 thé ném ta di xa
hang nam anh sang. Bang vao cam giac cua toi lic nay thi t6i doan ching
ta da di xa lam.”

“Cau dang cam thay thé nao?”

“Rat té.”

“Cau c6 nghi la ho da...”

“Ho dang & dau, ho dang ra sao, chiing ta khéng c6 cach nao dé biét
va cling chang lam gi dwgc. Ci¢ lam nhuw toi day nay.”

“Lam gi?”

“Pung nghi nita.”

Arthur 1at di 14t lai y nghi nay trong 6c, mién cwong thira nhan la né
cling c6 phan khon ngoan, roi gap no lai va cat di. Anh hit mét hoi that sau.

“Tiéng budc chan!” Ford dot nhién ho 1én.

“Dau?”

“Am thanh dy ddy. Tiéng ram rap dy ma. La tiéng buwdc chan. Nghe
nay!”

Arthur 1dng nghe. Am thanh vang quanh hanh lang va vong dén chd
ho khong 6 tir dau. D6 ding la tiéng budc chan giam ram rap, va ro rang la
né dang to dan lén.

“Chuon théi,” Ford n6i voi. Ho cung chuon - theo hai huéng nguoc
nhau.

“Pirng di dwong ay,” Ford noéi. “Chung dang dén tw phia ay.”

“Khong phai,” Arthur néi. “Chung dén tr phia kia chi.”

“Khong phai, chang...”

Ho cung nging 10i. Ho cung quay di. Ho cung dong tai 1én cham chua
lang nghe. Ho cung dong tinh v&i nhau. Ho lai cing quay di theo hai huwéng
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trai nguoc.

NOi sg bop chat 14y ho.

T ca hai hwdng, tiéng budc chan dang moi lic mot to.

Cach vai mét phia trai ho c6 mot hanh lang khac chay vudng goc voi
bttc twdng phia trong. Ho lao dén dé va voi va chay xudi cai hanh lang nay.
No6 t6i om, dai v6 tan, va ho cang di thi cang cé cam gidc dang lanh hon.
Co6 nhiéu hanh lang khac téa ra tir bén trai hodc phai, cai nao cling t6i nhw
hii mit va pha mot luéng khi gia bang vao méi khi ho di qua.

Ho hoang sg dirng lai. Ho cang di sau vao hanh lang thi tiéng buwéc
chan cang to hon.

Ho ép minh vao bitc twong lanh ngat va cang tai ra nghe. Cai lanh,
béng t6i, va tiéng bwdc chan ram rdp ma chang thay ngwoi khién ho vo
cung hodng loan. Ford rung minh, phan vi lanh, phan vi nhé téi nhitng cau
chuyén ma ba me yéu quy cta anh ta thwong ké khi anh con la mét chu
nhoc ti Betelgeuse, chi cao dén c6 chan mot con Chau Chau Khing sao
Nguoi Giltt Gau: chuyén vé cac con tau ma, nhitng ga khong 16 chét choc
bay vo van trong nhitng vung bi quén lang cta vii tru sau tham, day quy div
hodc hon ma cua phi hanh doan bi ca thé gi6i lang quén; ca chuyén veé
nhitng ngudi 1 hanh bét can da tim thay va buéc vao nhitng con tau nhw
vay; chuyén vé... Nhung roi Ford nhé téi 16p véi b6 mau nau dan twong &
cai hanh lang dau tién va tran tinh lai. Anh ta ti nhd, khong biét ma quy
thich trang tri tau ma thé nao, nhung anh ta ddm cugc tién la ching sé
khong dung vai bo. Anh ta tim ldy tay Arthur.

“Quay lai dwong cii,” anh ta qua quyét va ho bat dau lan ngugc trd lai.

Mot lat sau ho voi nhdy sang mét nga tw hanh lang gan nhat nhw hai
con than lan bi giat minh, khi chti nhan cta nhitng doi chan ram rap kia dot
nhién xuat hién ngay tredc mat ho.

Giau minh sau géc quanh, ho kinh ngac tr6 mat nhin chirng hai ta dan
ong va dan ba béo phi mdc do thé thao vira nén buwéc qua chdé ho vira tha
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phi pho v&i mot vé sé khién mot bac si phau thuat tim phai 1lap bap khong
nén loi.

Ford Prefect nhin theo ho.

“Nhitng nguwdi chay bd!” anh ta rit 1én, trong khi tiéng bwdc chan cia
ho tiép tuc vang vong khap day hanh lang.

“Nhirng ngudi chay bg dy a?” Arthur Dent thi thao.

“Nhitng nguoi chay bg,” Ford Prefect nhin vai dap.

Hanh lang noi ho dang tron khong giong nhitng cai khac. N6 ngan hon
nhiéu, va dan téi mot canh ctta thép 16n. Ford do xét canh ctra, phat hién ra
cach md, va day toang cira ra.

Thit dau tién dap vao mat ho 1a mét vat nhin giong céi quan tai.
Va bon ngan chin tram chin mwoi chin vat tiép theo dap vao mat ho
cling la quan tai.
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CHUONG

Cén ham d6 c6 tran thap, 10 mo sdng, va rong ménh moéng. O phia cudi,
cach cho ho chirng ba tram mét, la mot 6 cira vom dan sang mét can ham
twong tw, cling xép nhitng tht twong tu.

Ford Prefect khé huyt 1én mot tiéng sdo tram trong khi buwdc xuéng san
ham.

“R0 dai that,” anh ta noi.

“Nguoi chét thi c6 gi hay?” Arthur héi, lo lang buéc theo anh ta.

“Chiu,” Ford tra 10i. “Ta cung xem sao ha?”

Khi dén gan ho thay cac quan tai nhin giong quach hon. Ching cao
ngang hong va duwgc lam bang thit vat liéu nhin nhw cam thach trang, ma
gan nhu chac chan n6 chinh la vay - mot vat liéu nhin nhw cam thach trang.
Nap trong mo, qua do6 cé thé 10 md nhin thay bén trong la nhitng ngwdi qua
co va c6 1€ cling dugc thwong ti€c. Ho cé dang nguwoi, va ro rang da bé lai
nhitng ban biu trong thé gidi cti nao cua ho sau lwng, nhwng ngoai hai diéu
dé ra thi chang doan dugc gi thém nita.

Tw t uén lwgn trén san nha quanh nhitng cai quach 1a mot th khi
trang nang, dac quanh ma mai dau Arthur twéng chi la dé cho can phong c6
chut khong khi rung ron, cho tGi khi anh phat hién ra né lam c6 chan anh
lanh céng. Nhitng cai quach so vao ciling lanh ngat.

Ford dot nhien khom nguwdi bén canh mot cai quach. Anh ta 16i mot
goc khan tam twr trong tui ra va bat dau co manh thi gi do.

“Nhin nay, cai nay cé gan bién,” anh ta giai thich vGi Arthur. “Né bi
bang bam kin ca.”
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Anbh ta lau sach 16p bang va tim hiéu nhitng ky tu khac trén d6. Arthur
thdy ching nhw dau chan cia mét con nhén da say mém vi uéng qua nhiéu
thit nwdc gi nhén thwong uéng khi ching di ché chén, nhwng Ford thi 1ap
tirc nhan ra bang chit cai Ngan Ha Ddééddooc kiéu cti.

“Bién dé chit ‘Ham doi Thuyén Lén ctia Golgafrincham, Tau B,
Khoang Bdy, Thg Vé Sinh Bién Thoai Hang Hai’ - cing v6i mot s6 xéri.”

“MGt thg vé sinh dién thoai ay a?” Arthur héi. “Mot thg vé sinh dién
thoai da chét?”

“Loai tot nhat trong s6 ho.”

“Nhung ong ta lam gi ¢ day?”

Ford nhin qua nap quach ngam nguwdi nam trong do.

“Chang lam gi mdy,” anh ta n6i, va dot nhién né cai nu cudi toe toét
thwong luon khién nguwoi ta nghi rang anh ta da hoi lao Iyc qua do va nén
nghi ngoi mot chuit.

Anh ta nhay t6i bén mot cai quach khac. Mot ca lau nhanh nita va anh
ta tuyén bo:

“Pay 1a mot gi thg 1am dau da chét ndy. Ai cha!”

Cai quach tiép theo hoa ra la noi an nghi cia mot giam doc quang cdo;
cai tiép theo d6 chita mot tay ban 0 t6 cdi, hang ba.

Mot 0 ctira sap trén san dot nhién khién Ford chu y, va anh ta quy
xuong md noé ra, vira lam vira gat di nhitng cudn khi lanh ngat dang hong
nuot chirng anh ta.

Mot y nghi chgt ndy ra trong dau Arthur.

“Néu day chi la quan tai,” anh noi, “thi tai sao phai bao quan lanh nhw
thé?”

“Hay tai sao phai bdo quan ndi chung,” Ford noi, kéo 6 cwa sap léen.
Nhitng cudn khi d6 ao xuéng dudi. “Tai sao c6 ngwdi lai phdi ton cong ton
cua chd nam ngan cai xac qua khong gian?”
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“Muoi ngan chit,” Arthur néi, chi vao canh cira vom dan sang mét can
buéng 10 mo sang khac.

Ford tho dau qua 6 ctra sap. Anh ta lai nguwdc lén.

“Muoi lam ngan,” anh ta néi. “Du@i nay c6 mot 16 niva.”

“Muroi lam triéu méi dung,” mot giong noi vang lén.

“Nhiéu that,” Ford néi. “Cuc cyc nhiéu.”

“Quay lai, tr twr thoi,” giong ndi no quat, “va gio tay lén. Bong day gi
khac 1a tao ban cho nat bét.”

“Xin chao?” Ford noi, tu twr quay lai, gio tay lén, va khong dong day gi
khac.

“Tai sao, chang ai vui vé gi khi gap ching ta ca?” Arthur Dent néi.

Ditng sap bong trong khuon ctra ma ho vira di qua dé vao ham la ké
khong vui vé gi khi gap ho. Sy bat man cua han dwgc thé hién mot phan
bang giong quat thdo am 1 va mot phan bang cai vé dit dan khi han vung
vay mot khau sung Diét Cai Xet dai mau bac vé phia ho. Nguoi thiét ké
khau sing nay ro rang da dwgc hwdng dan la khong phai quanh co vong véo
gi. “Lam cho n6 x4du xa tai hai vao,” 6ng ta da duwgc dan nhw vay. “Lam sao
dé nguoi ta thay ro la khau sung nay c6 mot dau tot va mot dau xdu. Lam
sao dé nguoi ditng & dau xdu biét ngay la moi chuyén sé rat toi té vdi ho.
Néu can phai gan 1én du thit que, gai nhon va cadc mau den thi hdy gan. Day
khong phai la sting dé treo trén 10 swdi hay dé bé vao trong gia dung 0, day
la khau sung dé 1am nguoi khac khon kho.”

Ford va Arthur rau 11 nhin khau sting.

Ké cam khau sung roi khéi khuon ctra va di vong quanh ho. Khi han
buwdc vao khodng sang, ho cé thé thdy bo dong phuc mau den va vang cta
héan, nhitng cai khuy da dwgc danh béng cho tdi khi sang chéi dén noi néu
c6 moOt nguwoi 1ai mo td dang tién lai thi anh ta han sé phdi nhay den vi buc
tuc.

Han chi vé phia ctra.
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“Ra,” han néi. Nhitng nguwdi c6 lwgng hoa lyc nhw vay khong can phai
noi nhiéu 10i. Ford va Arthur di ra, bam sat theo sau la dau xau cua khau
sung Diét Cai Xet va nhitng cai khuy.

Ré vao hanh lang, ho bi x6 day gitta hai muoi tw nguoi chay bo, gio da
tam rita va thay quan ao, dang lao qua ho dé tién vao can ham. Arthur quay
dau nhin ho vé boi roi.

“Budc!” ké bat dugc ho gam 1én.

Arthur budc.

Ford nhun vai va budc.

Trong ham, nhitng ngwdi chay bé dén bén hai mwoi tw cai quach trong
nam doc twong, mdé ra, chui vao, va chim vao hai muoi tw gidc nga khong
mong mi.
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CHUONG

“O’, thwa co trwong...”

“Gi thé; S6 Mot?”

“Em vira nhan dugc mot ban bao céo gi gi day ctia S6 Hai.”

“Oi troi.”

Cao tit bén trén dai chi huy cuaa phi thuyén, co tredng nhin ra khodng
khong gian vo tan vdi vé thoang buc bdi. T noi 6ng ta dang nam dai bén
dwéi mot bong béng c6 mai vom rong, cé thé thdy tredc mat va trén dau
minh mot khung canh ménh mong nhitng vi sao ma phi thuyén dang bay
qua - s vi sao da thwa thét di nhiéu ké tir khi ho bat dau hanh trinh nay.
Khi quay nguoi nhin lai, ngang qua bé dai hon ba cay s6 ctia phi thuyén,
ong ta c6 thé thay khoi sao dang xa day hon nhiéu, gan nhw tao thanh mot
dai kin dac. Nhin vé dé la trung tdm Ngan Ha noi phi thuyén da ti do ra di,
va thye ra la da ra di trong su6t nhiéu nam, véi mot van toc ma tirc thoi 6ng
ta cting khong nh@ noéi nita, chi biét la cy'c nhanh. Gan bang van téc mot
thit gi do, hay la gap ba lan van t6c ctia mot thit khac nhi? Du sao thi cling
khé an twgng. Ong ta nhin chim chim khoang khong sang ruc ding sau phi
thuyén, tim kiém mot thit gi d6. Ct vai phat 6ng ta lai lam nhw vay, nhung
chang bao gio tim dugc thit d6. Nhung 6ng ta cling khong lay dé lam lo
lang. Bam lam khoa hoc da qua quyét vGi 6ng ta la moi chuyén sé on théa
hét v6i diéu kién khong ai hét hodng va moi ngwdi it tiép tuc lam nhiém
vu ctia minh mot cach quy cu.

Ong ta ching heé hét hodng. Theo nhw 6ng ta thay thi moi chuyén dang
dién ra tuyét hao. Ong ta dwa mot miéng bot bién to ddy xa phong cham
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chdm Ién vai. Ong ta béng suc nhé ra 1a minh dang hoi buc vi chuyén gi
dé. La chuyén gi 4y nhi? Mét tiéng ho khé nhac 6ng ta nhd 1a tay co phé
cta phi thuyén van dang ditng gan do.

Anh chang ciing khong dén noi nao, S6 Mgt ay. Khong thong minh
lam, thinh thoang lai khong nh& cach budc day giay, nhung van la mot si
quan gioi. Co trudng khong phai loai nguwoi da mong nguwoi khac khi nguoi
dé dang cudi xuéng budc day giay, cho du ngudi kia c6 mat bao lau di chang
nita. Khong giong nhw tén S6 Hai gdm chét kia, khénh khang di khap noi,
danh bong khuy 4o, ct moi ti€éng dong ho lai bao cdo: “Phi thuyén van
dang van hanh, thuva co trwéng.” “van di dung duwong, thwa co tredng.”
“Lwgng 0xy van duwgc duy tri, thwa co trwdng.” “Thoi di,” co trudng chi
muén noéi vay. A phai, d6 chinh 1a c4i 1am 6ng ta buc bdi. Ong ta nhin
xuong S6 Maot.

“Vang, thva co tredng, han dang ho hét cai gi do vé chuyén bat dugc
tu nhan...”

Co trwéng suy nghi hoi 1au. Ong ta thdy chuyén d6 kha khé tin, nhung
ong ta khong phai loai nguwoi can dwong si quan ctia minh.

“0, c6 18 viéc d6 sé& gidp hin vui vé dwgc chit it,” 6ng ta néi. “Han
luén muon c6 ti nhan ma.”

Ford Prefect va Arthur Dent 1€ buéc tién vao day hanh lang twéng nhw
vO tan cua phi thuyén. S6 Hai giam chan sau luwng ho, thinh thodng lai quat
len mot cau gi do dai y ding co6 lam gi trai khoay hodc dai dot. Ho di qua
dé dén gan hai cay s6 vai b6 ndu dan twong. Cudi cung ho dén treéc mot
canh ctra thép 16n, né trgt maé ra khi S6 Hai quat no.

Ho buwdc vao.

Trong mat Ford Prefect va Arthur Dent, diéu dang chu y nhat & dai chi
huy phi thuyén khong phai la mai vom hinh ban cau duong kinh muoi lam
mét chup trén dau, hay la nhitng ngoi sao ric sang roi qua mai vom xudng
chd ho: véi nhitng ngudi da dén dn ¢ Nha Hang O Tan Cung Vii Try,
nhitng ky quan nhu vay la thuwong. Ciing khong phai 1a da thit thiét bi dang
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kinh ngac tim tum doc bic twong tron quanh ho. Trong mat Arthur day
chinh xac 1a kiéu thiét ké phi thuyén truyén thong, con trong mat Ford né
16i thai toan tap: diéu nay khang dinh nghi ngd cta anh ta la tau bay mao
hiém ctia Mién Tham Hoa da dwa ho lui vé mot triéu, tham chi 1a hai triéu
nam trudc thoi caa ho.

Khong, diéu khién ho sitng s& bo chirng chinh la cai bon tam.

Cai bon tam strng sitng trén mot cai bé cao mét tam dugc déo got tr
tinh thé nwdc xanh, va vé quai di bardoc hoa hoe hoa séi ctia n6 thudc loai it
gdp ben ngoai Bdo Tang Tuwong Tuong Bénh Hoan Maximegalon. Mot
dong roi tinh long rudt nhitng 6ng nwdc da dugc thép vang thay vi bi chon
vui phdi phép trong dém tham trong ngdi mé vo danh; voi nwdc va dau hoa
sen han sé khién 1ii quy trang tri nha tho phai khoc thét.

Dung vat nay lam diém nhan trang tri cho dai chi huy cua phi thuyén
thi that la vo cung trai khody, va S6 Hai tién tGi gan né vdi cai vé chua chat
cta ké biét ro diéu nay.

“Thuwa co tredng!” han hé 16n qua hai ham rang nghién chat - lam
duwgc thé 1a khé 1am, nhung han da c6 nhiéu nam luyén tap.

Mot khuén mat to bé than thién va mot canh tay than thién day bot xa
phong 16 1én trén mép cai bon tam gém gudc.

“A, xin chao, SO Hai,” co trudng néi, vui vé huo miéng bot bién, “cau
dang c6 mot ngay dé chiu ch?”

S6 Hai cang ditng nghiém hon lic truée.

“T6i dan dén cho ngai hai tén tu nhan t6i da bat dugc & khoang dong
lanh s6 bdy, thwra ngai!” han sua.

Ford va Arthur hang giong vé béi r6i.

“0... xin chao,” ho noi.

Co trudng toét miéng cudi véi ho. Vay ra S6 Hai da bat dugc ti nhan
that. O, cling mirng cho hén, co trwdng tham nghi, that tét khi thdy ngudi ta
lam ddng s@ treong.
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“A, xin chao,” 6ng ta dap lai. “Xin thit 16i vi t6i khong ditng day, dang
tam nhanh mot cai ma. Mdi tat cd mot chau jynva nuockhoang nao. Tim
trong td lanh xem, S6 M6t.”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

Co6 mot sy that ky la, mot sy that ma khong ai biét 1a nén coi trong dén
mic nao, do6 la gan 85 phan tram cac thé gidi dwoc biét dén trong Ngan Ha,
cho du con nguyén thiy hay da hét sitc phat trién, déu phat minh ra mét thi
do uong co tén la jynva nuockhoang, hay gi-N-V-ANu’K-hoang, hay jinva-
n-khoang, hay mot trong s6 hang ngan bién thé tén doc twra twa nhau nhw
vay. Ban than cac th® do uéng thi khong giong nhau, bién tdu tw
“chinvanuk/ hong” cuta Sivolvy, titc la chi c6 nuwdc loc binh thwong & nhiét
do trén nhiét d6 phong chit xiu, dén “tzjin-vanok-og” cta Gagrakack, cé
thé giét mot con bo ditng cach mét tram bwéc; va thuc ra diém chung duy
nhat gitra chiing, ngoai cai tén nghe tira tira nhau, dé la ching déu dugc
phat minh va dat tén trudc khi thé gidi do lién lac dugce véi bat ky thé gidi
nao khac.

Co thé suy luan dugc diéu gi tir sw that nay? No ton tai hoan toan don
doc. Theo bat cit thuyét cau tric nao vé ngon ngit n6 hoan toan nam ngoai
moi quy luat, nhung noé van tiép tuc ton tai. Cac nha ngdén ngit hoc cau tric
16n tudi thwong rat tirc gian moéi khi cadc nha ngon ngit hoc cu tric tré tudi
huyén thuyén vé n6. Cac nha ngon ngit hoc cau tric tré tudi thi lai rat thich
tha va thitc dén tan khuya nghién citu né, tin rang minh sap phat hién ra
mot diéu cye ky uyén tham, dé roi gia trwede tudi va lai tré thanh cac nha
ngon ngtt hoc cdu trac 16n tudi tite toi vGi bon tré. Nganh ngon ngit hoc cau
tric 1a m6t nganh khoa hoc day chia ré va chang vui vé gi, va rat nhiéu
nguwoi theo nganh nay da danh qué nhiéu budi téi chon vui noéi sau trong
Uyshkva Sodah.

S6 Hai ditng canh bon tam ctia co trwdng, run ray vi sot rudt.

“Ngai khéng mudn thdm van cac tu nhan w, thwa ngai?” han hoi giong
the thé.
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Co trwdng ngo han vé ngac nhién.

“Sao t6i lai phdi tham van ho lam céi quai gi hd dat Golgafrincham?”
ong ta hoi.

“Pé lay thong tin ctia ching, thwa ngai! Dé kham pha ra vi sao ching
dén day!”

“O khong, khong, khong,” co truéng ndi. “To6i doan ho chi ghé qua
lam mot ly jynva nuockhoang thoi, phai khong?”

“Nhung, thwa ngai, ching la tu nhan cta t6i! T6i phdi tham van
chung!”

Co trudng nghi ngai nhin ho.

“Thoi dugce r6i,” ong ta noi, “néu cau c doi. Hay hoi xem ho mudn
uong gi.”

Mot tia sac lanh 16e 1én trong mat S6 Hai. Han tir tir tién dén tredc mat
Ford Prefect va Arthur Dent.

“Pugc r6i, bon can ba kia,” han gam ghe, “1ii sau bo kia...” Han choc
khau Diét Cai Xet vao Ford.

“Tw tir thoi, S6 Hai,” co tredng nhe nhang qué.

“Chting may muén uéng gi?!!” S6 Hai thét lén.

“T6i thdy iynva nuockhoang nghe dugc day,” Ford ndi. “Cau thi sao,
Arthur?”

Arthur chép mat.

“Gi co? A, 0, vang,” anh néi.

“C6 dd hay khong?!” S6 Hai tiép tuc quat.

“0, c6, cho t6i xin,” Ford néi.

“Chanh??!!”

“Cé chw,” Ford noi, “va anh c6 it banh quy nho khong? Loai banh quy
pho mat man ay?”
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“Tao mdi la nguwoi ddt cdu héi!!!l!” S6 Hai hu lén, ca nguwdi run lay bay
vi con gian dién cuong.

“0, S6 Hai nay...” co truéng khé noi.

“Thwa ngai?!”

“Lui di, dwgc khong, cau ngoan nao. T6i dang c6 tam tap thw gian
day.”

Mat S6 Hai nheo lai va bién thanh cai ma trong nghé Quat Nat Va
Giét Nguwoi duge goi la hai khe hé lanh 1o, muc dich dai thé la dé doi tha
nghi rang ta vira danh mat kinh hodc dang kho tap trung tinh tdo. Tai sao
lam nhuw thé lai dang sg@ thi van con la mot cau hoi chwa l1oi giai dap.

Han tién vé phia co trudng, miéng (ttrc la miéng S6 Hai) mim chat
thanh mot dwong ran danh. MGt lan nita, cling khé ma biét tai sao day lai
dwgc hiéu 1a hanh vi giao chién. Néu lang thang qua ritng ram & Traal, ma
ban c6 thinh linh gdp phai mot con Quai Thii Bo Rép Pham An khét tiéng,
thi han ban sé 1dy lam biét on néu miéng n6 mim chat thanh mét dwong ran
danh chit khong ha hoac dé 16 nhitng cai nanh day dai dét nhw thuong 1é.

“T6i c6 duge phép nhac ngai nhé,” S6 Hai rit 1én véi co trudng, “la
ngai da ¢ trong bon tdam hon ba ndm nay r6i khong?!” N6 ndt phat sing tw
biét nay, S6 Hai quay got di vé goc nha dé tap cach Ra mat trong guong.

Co truéng cya qudy trong bon tdm vé bai réi. Ong ta nd mot nu cudi
guong gao voi Ford Prefect.

“A, 1am cong viéc nhu t6i thi can thw gidn nhidu 1dm,” 6ng ta noi.

Ford t tir ha tay xuéng. Khong thay gay nén phan @ng gi. Arthur ciing
ha tay xuong.

Budc that cham rai va can than, Ford tién dén bén bé bon tam. Anh ta
vO vO 1én do.

“DPep that,” anh ta n6i doi.

Anh ta ty hoi cwdi bay gio da an toan chwa. That cham rai va can than,
anh nd mot nu cwoi. Pa an toan roi.
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“0...” anh ta néi véi co trudng.

“Vang?” co truong dap.

“T6i dang ban khoan,” Ford néi, “c6 thé hoi thyc ra cong viéc ctia ong
la gi khong?”

Mot ban tay khé go 1én vai anh ta. Anh ta quay lai.

Do 1a co pho.

“P6 udng cua ngai,” y néi.

“A, cam on,” Ford néi. Anh ta va Arthur cam lay ly jynva nuockhoang
cta minh. Arthur nhap mot ngum, ngac nhién thdy n6 cé vi rat giong rugu
whisky pha v6i nudce xo0 da.

“Y t6i 13, t6i khong thé khong chi ¥ dén,” Ford néi, ciing nhap mot
ngum, “nhitng cai xac trong khoang lanh.”

“Xac dy a?” co treong ngac nhién hoi.

Ford ngirng lai va suy nghi. Birng bao gid coi cai gi la tat yéu, anh ta
tw nha. Liéu c6é kha nang co tredng khong biét minh c6 mwoi lam triéu xac
chét trén phi thuyén khong?

Co trwdng dang vui vé gat dau vGi anh ta. Hinh nhw 6ng ta con dang

choi véi mot con vit cao su nita.

Ford nhin quanh. S6 Hai dang nhin anh ta qua guwong, nhung chi mét
thoang thoi: mat han dang dao lia lia. Tay co phé thi ditng d6 cam cai khay
dung do uong va mim cwoi hién lanh.

“X4c ay a?” co trwdng nhac lai.

Ford liém moi.

“Phai,” anh ta néi, “ong biét day, nhitng thg vé sinh dién thoai va giam
d6c quang cao da chét ¢ duwéi khoang lanh ay ma.”

Co trwdng tré6 mat nhin anh ta. Pot nhién 6ng ta ngtra c6 ra sau va cuoi
pha léen.
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“A, ho chwa chét dau,” dng ta néi. “Lay Chua, khong, khéng phai dau,
ho chi dang déng lanh thoi. R6i ho sé duwgc ra dong.”

Ford lam mot diéu ma anh ta rat it khi lam. Anh ta chép mat.

Arthur nhw chot tinh con mé.

“Y 6ng la 6ng c6 cd mot khoang day tho 1am dau dong lanh 4?” anh
héi.

“Pung thé,” co tredng noi. “Ca triéu ngudi dy chit. Tho lam dau nay,
cac nha san xudt truyén hinh da mét mai, ngwdi ban bao hiém, quan ly nhan
st, bdo vé, giam doc quang cdo, c6 van quan ly, da cad. Ching toi sé dén
dinh ct @ mot hanh tinh méi.”

Ford hoi lao dao.

“That tha vi, phai khong?” co treéng noi.

“Gi co, dinh cw v6i dong ngudi do dy a?” Arthur hoi.

“A, dirng hiéu nham y t6i,” co truéng néi. “Chiing t6i chi 1a mot trong
sO cac phi thuyén ctia Ham d6i Thuyén Lén ma thdéi. Cac anh thdy day,
ching t6i 1a Thuyén Lén ‘B’. Xin 16i, phién anh van hg t6i it nwdc néng
dugc khong?”

Arthur giip 6ng ta mot tay, va mot dong nwdc day bot hong choe xa
vao bon. Co trudng thd dai mot tiéng vé khoan khoai.

“Cam on anh rat nhiéu, anh ban than mén. Cac anh c tw nhién ding
thém d6 udng di.”

Ford noc can ly cua minh, 1ay cai chai tir trén khay cia co pho6 va do
day ly dén tan miéng.

“Thuyén Lén ‘B’ la cai gi?” anh ta héi.

“Cai nay day nay,” co trwdng dap, vui vé dwa con vit cao su lén khuay
lan nwéc day xa phong.

“Vang,” Ford noi, “nhung ma...”

“Chuyén la thé nay, anh biét khong,” co treéng noi, “hanh tinh cta
chung t6i, thé gidi tir dé chiing t6i ra di, co6 thé goi la diét vong dén noi.”
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“Diét vong dén ngi?”

“Phai ddy. Vi thé ai ndy déu nghi 1a, hdy xép sap toan bd dan so 1én
mdy phi thuyén khong 16 va dén dinh cu trén mot hanh tinh khac.”

Ké chuyén dén do, 6ng ta ngoi nga ra véi mot tiéng am w vé hai long.

“Y 6ng la mot hanh tinh d& c6 nguy co diét vong hon dy a?” Arthur
nhac.

“Anh néi gi, anh ban than mén?”

“Mot hanh tinh d& c6 nguy co diét vong hon. Cac ong da sé dinh cv &
de.”

“Sé dinh cw ¢ d6, vang. Vi vay ho quyét dinh xay dyng ba tau bay, anh
thdy ddy, ba Thuyén Lén dé di qua Vi Try, va... toi khong lam cac anh
chéan day chi?”

“Khong, khong,” Ford cam doan, “nghe hay 1lam.”

“Anh biét khong, that la tuyét,” co trudng tram ngam noi, “dwgc noi
chuyén vdi ngudi nao khac cho thay doi.”

Mat S6 Hai lai dién cuéng lia quanh phong réi nhin lai vao guong,
nhw mot cap rubi thoang bi sao nhang khoi miéng thit won mot thang wa
thich cua chung.

“Rac r6i khi di mot hanh trinh dai nhw thé nay,” co trudng noi tiép,
“do6 1a cudi cung ta toan phai néi chuyén mot minh, ma nhuw thé thi dam ra
rat chan, vi phan ntta thoi gian ta da biét trede 1a minh dinh néi gi.”

“Chi phan ntta thoi gian thoi sao?” Arthur ngac nhién hoi.

Co tredng ngam nghi mat hoi.

“Phai, khoang phan ntta thoi gian, to6i doan vay. Ma nay - miéng xa
phong dau dy nhi?” Ong ta md mim xung quanh va tim thdy miéng xa
phong.

“Thoi, quay lai chuyén cfi,” dng ta tiép tuc, “y twong la phi thuyén dau
tién, phi thuyén ‘A’, sé bao gom cac nha lanh dao tai nang, cac nha khoa
hoc, cac nghé si vi dai, anh biét ddy, nhitng nguwdi thanh cong nhat; roi
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trong phi thuyén thi¢ ba, phi thuyén ‘C’ thi sé gobm nhitng ngudi lam viéc
thue sw, nhitng nguwdi ché tao ra cac thit va lam moi thit; con & trong phi
thuyén ‘B’ - 1a ching t0i day - thi sé la nhitng ngwdi con lai, nhitng nguoi &
gitta, cac anh thdy day.”

Ong ta vui vé mim cudi véi ho.

“Va ching t6i dugc gtri di truwdc,” ong ta két thic, va khé ngam nga
mot bai ca di tam.

Bai ca di tdm nay, dugc sang tac cho ong ta béi mot trong nhitng nhac
si viét nhac quang cdo thu vi va nang suat nhat trén hanh tinh cta ong ta
(nguoi nay hién dang ngu trong khoang ba muoi sau, sau lung ho chung
chin tram mét), da giup lap day mot khoadng lang khé xtt. Ford va Arthur
doi chan lién tuc va co hét sitc tranh nhin vao mat nhau.

“0...” mot 1at sau Arthur néi, “chinh xéc thi hanh tinh cta 6ng bi 1am
sao?”

“0, né sap bi diét vong, nhu t6i da néi day,” co trudng dap. “Hinh nhw
né sap dam vao mat troi hay sao dy. Hay la mat trang sé dam vao chidng t6i.
Dai loai thé. Du la gi thi cling rat khiung khiép.”

“0,” co pho dot nhién 1én tiéng, “em twdng la hanh tinh sap bi xam lan
bdi mot dan ong an thit khong 16 moi con dai ba mét ruGi chit. Khong phai
thé a?”

S6 Hai quay ngoat lai, mat ritng ri'c mot anh sang lanh 1€o ran danh
chi c6 thé c6 duge sau mot thoi gian dai kho luyén.

“T6i khong dugc nghe nhw vay!” han rit. “ST quan chi huy cua t6i bao
ca hanh tinh sap bi nuét chirng b&i mot con dé sao dot bién khong 16!”

“That thé a...” Ford Prefect ndi.

“Phai! Mot con quai vat tr tan day dia nguc v&i ham rang nhon nhw
lwGi hai dai hang chuc ngan cay so, hoi thd cé thé niu s6i ca dai dwong,
nhitng moéng vuot c6 thé xé toac cac luc dia, hang ngan con mat chay ruc
nhw mat troi, b6 ham day dai rong dén ca triéu cay s6, mot con quai vat ma
cac nguoi chwa bao gio... chwa bao gio... chwa bao gio...”
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“Va ho da tim cach chac chan gtti cac vi di tredc ha?” Arthur héi.

“A phai,” co truéng néi, “tdt cd moi ngudi déu néi, ma toi thdy nhw
vay la rat ti t€, rang muon tinh than phan chan thi diéu quan trong la ho
biét minh sé dén maot hanh tinh noi dau téc ho sé dwgc sira sang dep dé va
dién thoai déu duoc vé sinh sach sé.”

“A ,“Ford dong tinh, “tdi c6 thé hidu diéu d6 hin 1a rat quan trong.
Con hai phi thuyén kia, ¢... ho da di theo sau cac vi ch?”

Co trwdng khong néi gi hoi 1au. Ong ta cwa quay trong bon tim va
ngodi nhin qua chiéu rong khong 16 ctia phi thuyén vé phia trung tam Ngan
Ha sang ruc. Ong ta nheo mét nhin vao khoang céch xa xdi khong twéng
do.

“A, 0, ciing la 12 anh lai héi thé,” 6ng ta néi va tw cho phép minh nhiu
may véi Ford Prefect mot céi, “vi that ky cuc, ching t6i chwa hé nghe tin
tirc gi cta ho ké tr khi ra di nam nam truéc... Nhung chac ho phai & dau dé
sau chung t0i.”

Ong ta lai nhin vao khoang khéng.

Ford nhin theo 6ng ta va nhiu may vé tram tu.

“Tét nhién, do la triv phi ho da bi con dé an mat...” anh ta khé noi.

“A phai...” co truéng dap lai v6i mot thodng ngan ngir trong giong
néi, “con dé...” Ong ta dwa mat nhin hinh thi chic dic cta nhitng thiét bj
va may tinh nam doc dai chi huy. Ching chép mat nhin lai vé ngay tho vo
t6i. Ong ta nhin ra khong gian day sao, nhung ching ching néi gi. Ong ta
nhin co pho thit nhat va co pho thit hai, nhung ho nhu dang ban biu véi suy
tw’ ctia riéng minh. Ong ta liéc nhin Ford Prefect, anh ta lién nhuén may lén
vGi ong ta.

“Cling la that, anh biét khong,” cudi cung co trudng noi, “nhung gio
khi t6i ké chuyén nay cho nguwdi khac nghe thi... y t6i 1a, cau cé thay né ky
cuc khong, S6 Mot?”

\\\\\\
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“Thoi,“Ford lén tiéng, “toi c6 thé thay cac vi c6 rat nhiéu chuyén can
ban, vi thé, cdm on da mdi regu, va néu cac vi co thé tha ching tdi xudng
hanh tinh nao d6 gan day nhat...”

“A, chuyén d6 thi hoi kho, anh thay ddy,” co trwdng néi, “vi duwong di
cda ching t6i da dwgc lap trinh san trede khi chiing t6i roi Golgafrincham,
toi nghi mot phan la vi t6i khong giéi s6 ma lam...”

“Y 6ng 1a chiing t6i bi ket trén cai phi thuyén nay ay a?” Ford kéu lén,
dot ngot mat kién nhan véi toan bo man kich nay. “Khi nao thi 6ng méi dén
duwgc noéi goi la hanh tinh méi dé dinh cu?”

“0, t6i nghi 1a ching t6i gin dén noi r6i,” co trudng néi, “chi vai giay
nita théi. Thyc ra c6 18 da dén ldc tdi ra khéi cai bon tdm nay roi day. O,
nhung ma toi cling khong biét nita, sao lai ngttng ding ldc t6i bat dau thay
thich thd chit nhi?”

“Ttc 1a ching ta sé ha canh trong mot phut nita that a?” Arthur hoi.

“A, khong hin 1a ha canh, khong hén thé, khong... o...”

“Ong néi gi thé?” Ford giat giong hoi.

“0,” co trwéng dap, chon tirng ti that can than, “tdi nghi theo nhu tdi
nhd thi ching t6i dugc 1ap trinh dé dam xudng dé.”

“Pam ay a?” Ford va Arthur dong thanh hét 1én.

“O, phai,” co trudng noi, “phai, téi nghi d6 1a mot phan ctia ké hoach.
Co6 mot ly do rat hgp 1y cho viéc d6, nhing ma bay gio thi téi khong nhé
noi. No lién quan gi dé dén viéc... 0...”

Ford n6 bung.

“Cac nguoi la mot 1t ro dai vo tich sw!” anh ta hét twéng.

“A phai r6i, chinh thé ddy,” co trwdng cuoi toe, “d6 chinh 1a ly do
day.”
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CHUONG

Bz’ kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha viét vé hanh tinh Golgafrincham nhu sau:

Do la mét hanh tinh véi lich st lau doi va bi hiém, ddy truyén thuyét,
tham dam mau dé, va doéi khi la ca mau xanh, cua mdu nhitng nguoi tuw
thué ngan xva da tim cdch chinh phuc né; mét vung dat khé can va hoang
vu cua bau khéng khi ngot ngao va am wét ché ndng mui huong ctua nhitng
dong sudi thom ngdt chdy qua nhitng tdng dd néong ruvc bui bdm dé nudi
dudng nhirng tang dia y t6i sam téa mui xa huong bén duwdi; mét ving dat
cua nhitng vang trdn chdy bong va tri twong twong dé mé, ddc biét la &
nhitng nguoi da ném thir mén dia y; do ciing la vung dat cua nhitng y nght
binh thdn mat mé hon & nhitng nguci dd hoc cdch tranh xa mon dia y va
tim dwgc mét cdi cdy dé ngoi nghi; do ciing la vung ddt ctua thép va mdu va
chi anh huing; vung ddt cta thdn thé va tdm hon. Pdy la lich s cua nd.

Va trong toan b¢ lich st ldu doi va bi hiém nay, nhitng nhdn vdt bi
hiém hon cd chdc chan phdi la cdc Pai Thi ST Vong Tron & Arium. Cdc Thi
ST Vong Tron nay thuong séng & cdc hém nui biét Idp noi ho thuong nam
rinh cdc nhém nhd li¥ khdch bdt cdn, vay tron ldy ho, réi ném dd vao ho.

Va khi cdc liv khdach kéu 1én, bdo sao ho khéng di di va tiép tuc lam
tho thay vi qudy nhiéu moi nguoi véi cdi tro ném dd nay, thi ho sé dot ngot
dirng lai, va bat dau ngdm mot trong s6 bdy trdm chin muoi tw Thién St
Thi Vassillian. Cdc bai str thi nay déu la nhirng kiét tdc phi thuong, dai con
phi thuong hon, va tat ca déu rdp theo mét khuoén mau.

Phan thw nhdt trong bai st thi sé ké rdang ngay xuva tw Thanh
Vassillian, ndm hodng tir thong thdi dad 1én dwong vdi bén con ngwa. Cdc
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hoang ti, tat nhién la rat diing cam, cao quy va khon ngoan, da du hanh
dén nhitng mién xa x6i, chién ddu vdi nhitng con quy khong 10, theo dudi
nhitng triét ly ky khoi, uéng tra vdéi nhirng vi than qudi la, cttu nhitng qudi
vdt xinh dep khoi cdc cong chtia pham dn, roi cudi cung tuyén bé la ho da
dugc giac ngo va nhitng hanh trinh cua ho dd thanh cong.

Phan thit hai, va la phan dai hon nhiéu trong bai sit thi, ké vé viéc ho
cdi co xem ai sé phdi di bo ve.

Tat ca nhirng viéc nay déu nam trong qud khir xa x6i ctua hanh tinh.
Tuy nhién, mot hdu dué cua mét trong nhirng thi si gan d& kia chinh la
nguoi da bia ra nhitng chuyén doéi trd vé viéc hanh tinh sdp bi diét vong, dé
nguoi dan Golgafrincham cé thé tong khit mét phan ba sé dan vo tich su.
Hai phan ba con lagi ¢ nguyén tai nha va huéng cudc song tron ven, phong
phu, hanh phtic, cho dén khi tat ca bon ho dot ngét tuyét diét vi mot bénh
truyén nhiem ldy qua mot cdi dién thoai ban.
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CHUONG

Bém do6 phi thuyén dam xudng mot hanh tinh xanh lo xanh 14 bé ti cuc ky
tam thwong, quay xung quanh mot mat troi vang nhé bé khéng ai buén dé
y, nam xa tit ngoai vung héo lanh khong c6 trén ban do, & tan ctung 16i mot
ctia nhanh xoan 6c phia Tay cta Ngan Ha.

Mady tiéng trudc khi dam xubng, Ford Prefect da dién cudéng tim cach
md& khoa bo diéu khién ctia phi thuyén bé dwong bay da dwgc dinh san
nhung vo ich. Anh ta nhanh chéng nhan ra phi thuyén da dwgc lap trinh dé
dwa cac hanh khach dén ngdi nha méi mot cach an toan, cho dau hoi bat
tién, nhung dong thoi cling khién cho phi thuyén bi hw hai dén mic khéng
thé stra chita duoc.

Cu roi gam rd ruc Itra khi phi thuyén lao qua bau khi quyén da lam 16t
mat gan hét phan than trén va vé ngoai ctia no, va cu nga dap bung vung vé
cubi cung xuéng mot dam lay am u da khién phi hanh doan chi con vai
tiéng dong ho trong bong toi dé hoi sinh va boc d& khoi hang dong lanh va
chang ai thém chtta kia, vi phi thuyén da chim xu6ng gan nhw ngay tic thi,
tlr t* chong nguwgc ca than hinh do6 s6 gitta dong bun lay nwdc dong. Mot
hai Ian gi do6 trong dém no in bong n6i bat trén nén troi khi nhitng thién
thach boc chdy - manh vun sau vu ha canh ctua n6 - 16e sang bay qua bau
troi.

Trong anh sang m@ xam trwdc lic binh minh, phi thuyén phat ra mot
tiéng gam ong oc ghé nguwoi va chim vinh vién xudng day sau tham tham
hoi thoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Sang hom sau, mat trdi moc roi anh nang nhan nhat am w6t 1én mot
vung rong 1én nhuwng nhic nhitng tho lam dau, giam doc quang céo, nguoi
tham do y kién va nhitng ké con lai, tit cd déu dang gao khéc tim cach bo
1én dat cing.

Mot vang mat trdi kém y chi hon han da lai 1dn xuéng ngay tic thi,
nhirng vang mat trdi nay thi van tiép tuc leo 1én bau troi, va sau mét hoéi lau
nhitng tia nang dm ap cua n6 da bat dau gidp nhitng sinh vat dang yéu 6t
vat 10n kia tinh tdo lai chut it.

Chang ngac nhién gi, rat nhiéu ngudi trong sé6 ho da bé mang dudi
dam lay trong dém va hang triéu ngudi nita da bi nhan chim cung véi phi
thuyén, nhung s6 ngwoi song sét van 1én dén hang tram ngan, va trong ngay
hom d6 ho bo Ién dwgce ving dat quanh dam lay, moi nguwdoi tim 1y cho
minh mot vai mét vuéng dat virng chai dé nam guc xudng va hoi phuc lai
sau thtr thach &c mdng vira roi.

C6 hai ngudi di chuyén xa hon.

T m6t swon doi gan do, Ford Prefect va Arthur Dent ngam canh
twong kinh hoang kia ma khong thé thay minh la mot phan trong do.

“Choi ban that,” Arthur lam bam.

Ford ldy mot céi que cao cao 1én mat dat va nhun vai.

“Toi thi lai nghi ddy la mot giai phap rat sang tao,” anh ta noi.

“Tai sao nguoi ta khong thé séng vGi nhau mot cach yén binh va hoa
hop?” Arthur hai.

Ford bat ra mdt tiéng cwoi to, trong rong.

“Bon muoi hai!” anh ta néi véi mot cai cwoi nhan nhé hiém doc.
“Khong, khong phu hgp. Thoi bo di.”

Arthur nhin Ford nhw thé anh ta da héa dién, va khi thdy khong c6 gi
chitng té diéu nguoc lai, anh nhan ra rang hoan toan hgp 1y khi nghi ding
la Ford da dién that.

“Cau nghi chuyén gi sé xay ra vdi ho?” mdt hoi sau anh héi.
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“Trong mot Vi Tru vo bién thi diéu gi cling c6 thé xay ra,” Ford noi.
“Ké ca song sét. Ké ciing la ddy nhung ding vay.”

Mot vé ky la hién 1én trong mat Ford dang lw6t qua khung canh xung
quanh roi lai nhin xuéng canh twgng khon khoé dwdi chan ho.

“Toi nght ho sé xoay x& duwgc mot thoi gian,” anh ta noi.

Arthur ngang phat 1én.

“Sao cau lai noi thé?” anh héi.

Ford nhun vai.

“La linh cam thoi,” anh ta dap, va khong chiu tra 1oi thém cau hdéi nao

“Nhin kia,” dot nhién anh ta noi.

Arthur nhin theo ngén tay anh ta chi. Duéi dé gitta dam ngwoi nam la
liét kia mot dang nguwdi dang di chuyén - hay c6 1é dang lao ddo mdi la dién
dat chinh xac hon. Duong nhw han dang vac mot cai gi do trén vai. Khi han
lao dédo di tr ngwoi dang nam dai nay sang ngwoi dang nam dai kia, dwong
nhw han lai khua cai vat gi dé ay vao mat ho nhw ngudi say. Mot 1at sau han
cling bo cudc va nam guc thanh mot dong.

Arthur chang hiéu anh phai hiéu canh twgng nay nhuw thé nao.

“May quay phim,” Ford noéi. “Quay lai thoi khac lich st nay.”

“Thoi, toi khong biét y cau thé nao,” mat lat sau Ford lai n6i, “nhung
toi di day.”

Anh ta ng6i im ldng mdt héi lau.

Sau mot hoi 1au, hanh dong nay c6 vé can mot cau nhan xét.

“O, khi cau néi 1a cau s& di, ¥ cau chinh x4c 1a sao?” Arthur héi.

“Cau héi hay day,” Ford néi. “T6i chi bat dwgc toan im lang thoi.”

Khi ngoai nhin qua vai, Arthur thay anh ta dang loay hoay v&i may cai
ndm trén mot chiéc hop nhé mau den. Ford titng gidi thiéu vGi Arthur céi
hop nay la thiét bi Cam Bién Ty Dong Ha Etha, nhwng Arthur chi 1o dénh
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gat dau va khong tim hiéu gi thém. Trong tam tri anh Vi Tru van chi dugc
chia lam hai phan - Trai Dat, va tat ca cac thit con lai. Viéc Trai Dat bi san
phang dé ldy cho xdy duwong cao toc siéu khong gian da khién cai nhin doé
c6 phan léch lac, nhung Arthur van c¢6 bam 14y cai sy 1éch lac ay, coi né la
dwong day cudi cung ndi anh vGi qué nha. Thiét bi Cam Bién Tw Bong Ha
Etha chac chan la thudc vé “tat ca cac thit con lai” roi.

“Chang thay cai xuc xich gi,” Ford néi, lac lac céi hop.

Xuc xich, Arthur tw nhua trong ldc ué odi dwa mat nhin thé gidi hoang
so xung quanh, minh sé danh doi bat ct thit gi dé dugc an mot cai xtic xich
Trai Dat that ngon.

“Cau c6 tin dugc la,” Ford buc tic noéi, “khong c6 mot tin hiéu nao
duwgc truyén di trong dwong kinh may nam anh sang quanh céi x6 lac hau
nay khéng? Cau c6 nghe t6i néi khong day?”

“Gi cao?” Arthur hoi.

“Chung ta gap rac roi réi,” Ford dap.

“A,” Arthur néi. Chuyén nay véi anh nghe nhv mau tin cii rich tw
thang trudc.

“Trwr phi ching ta bat dugc gi day trén cai may nay,” Ford néi, “co héi
dé ching ta thoat khoi day la zéré. Co thé tir trwdng cua hanh tinh nay cé
hiéu *ng séng dirng ky quai thé nao do6 - néu vay thi ching ta sé di vong
vong cho dén khi tim thay cho tiép dwoc séng. Cau di chi?”

Anh ta nhat c6 may lén va budc di.

Arthur nhin xuéng do6i. Nguoi vac mdy quay da ldo ddo dirng 1én vira
kip lic dé quay canh mot dong nghiép ctia han guc xudng.

Arthur ngat mét cong c¢6 va di theo Ford.
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CHUONG

“Tﬁi tin la cac vi da c6 mot bira an vui vé?” Zarniwoop noi v6i Zaphod
va Trillian vita hién hinh tré lai trén dai chi huy cua phi thuyén Trdi Tim
Vang va nam thd hon hén trén san.

Zaphod ma@ vai con mat va tri'ng tritng nhin ong ta.

“Ong,” gi phun ra. G loang choang ditng day va lao di tim mdt cai
ghé dé sum xudng. Ga tim thdy mot cai ghé va sum xudng.

“T6i da nhap vao may tinh cac Toa P9 Can Bat Kha thich hgp véi
hanh trinh cta ching ta,” Zarniwoop néi. “Ching ta sé sém dén noi thoi.
Trong ltic d6, sao anh khong thw gidn va chuan bi tinh than cho cudc gap
madt nhi?”

Zaphod khong noi gi. Ga lai ditng day va xong dén mot cai ta nho roi
16i ra mot chai rwou Janx. Ga noc mot hoi dai.

“Va sau khi xong vu nay,” Zaphod dit dan néi, “thi 1a xong han, dugc
chwa? To6i sé dugce ty do di dau va lam bat ky cai quai gi toi mudn va dugc
ra bién nam, van van?”

“Con phu thudc vao chuyén gi dién ra sau cugc gap mat,” Zarniwoop

“Zaphod, ngudi nay la ai?” Trillian run rdy noi, ldo ddo ding l1én.
“Ong ta lam gi & day? Sao ong ta lai & trén phi thuyén cta chiing ta?”

“Ong ta 1a mot ké cuc ky ngu ngdc,” Zaphod néi, “dang mudn di gip
nguoi cai quan Vi Tru.”
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“A,” Trillian noi, giat 14y chai rugu tit tay Zaphod va 1am mot ngum,
“ra la mo6t ké bon chen tién than.”
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CHUONG

Vén dé 16n - mot trong nhitng van dé 16n, vi c6 dén vai van dé - mot trong
rat nhiéu nhitng van dé 16n cua viéc cai quan con nguoi la ta khién dwoc ai
lam cai viéc cai quan do; hay ding hon la ai khién dwgc ngudoi khac dé cho
minh cai quan ho.

DPé tém lai: c6 mot sy that ma ai cling biét, dé la nhitng nguwdi muén
cai quan nguoi khac, chinh vi 1€ nay, lai thwong la nhitng nguoi it phu hop
dé lam viéc cai quan nhat. Dé tom lai ban tém lai: bat ky ai c6 kha nang
bién minh thanh Téng Thong déu khong dang duwgc phép nhan cong viéc
nay vi bat c ly do gi. Dé tom lai ban tém lai ban tém lai: con nguwdi la mot
van de.

Va vi vay, tinh hinh Ia thé nay: mot loat Téng Thong Ngan Ha da qua
tan hwdng nhitng tro vui va nhitng 16i phinh pho cta budi duong quyén dén
noi ho hau nhw khong nhan ra rang ho chang quyén hanh gi.

Va dau dé ditng trong béong t6i sau lung ho - 1a ai?

Co6 thé dé ai cai quan trong khi ngudi muon cai quan lai khong dugc
phép cai quan?
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CHUONG

Trén mot thé gidi nhd bé vo danh & gitta mot noi khong dau cu thé - nghia
la mé6t noi khong ai cé thé tim thay dugc, vi nd dwoc bao vé bdi mot treong
Tuyét Bat Kha rong 16n ma chi cé sau nguwoi trén toan Ngan Ha cé chia
khoéa dé md - troi dang mua.

Troi dang mwa nhu trit nwéc, va da muwa suét may ti€ng dong ho. Mua
khudy ddo mat bién thanh mét man swong mu, mwa dap xubéng cay coi,
mura cay x&i mot khoanh dat can coi canh bién thanh mot ho bun.

Mua x06i xa nhdy nhot trén mai ton séng cua tup léu nho nam giira
khodnh dat can c6i nay. Mwa ngap kin ca 16i mon nho gap ghénh dan twr tdp
léu xuéng bo bién va dap tan nhitng dong vo so hinh thu vui mat da dwoc
X€ép gon @& do.

Tiéng mwa go 1én mai léu & trong nghe diéc ca tai, nhung ngwdi ngoi
trong l1éu hau nhw chang dé y, vi 6ng dang ban tam vao viéc khac.

Ong 1a mot ngudi cao gy v&i méi téc bu xil mau vang rom, am w6t vi
mai dot. Quan ao 6ng da son cii, lung 6ng cong xudng, va mat 6ng du dang
md@ ma van nhw nham.

Trong léu cé mot cai ghé banh cii tiéu tuy, mot cai ban cii day vét
xuwdc, mot tam dém cdi, vai cai goi, va mot cai 1o tuy nho nhwng am ap.

Con c6 ca mot con meéo gia hoi xo xac, va day la tam diém chad y cua
nguoi dan ng no. Ong ctii cai than hinh vung vé bén con méo.

“Meo, meo, meo,” 6ng ndi, “meéo oi meéo a... méo mudn an ca khong?
Ca ngon lam... méo an khong?”
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Con meo c6 vé ludng . N6 ha c¢6 khéu khéu miéng c4 nguwdi dan ong
dang chia ra, r6i lai bi sao nhang b&i mot mau bui trén san.

“Meéo ma khong an ca thi méo sé gay mon di ma chét, ta nghi vay
ddy,” nguoi dan ong néi. Giong 6ng thoang vé ho nghi.

“Ta twong twong la chuyén do sé xdy ra,” ong ndi, “nhung lam sao ta
biét chac duwoc?”

Ong lai chia miéng c4 ra.

“Meéo dang nghi,” 6ng noi, “an ca hay khong an ca. Ta nghi tot hon ta
khong nén xen vao.” Ong thé dai.

“Ta nghi ca rat ngon, nhung ta cling nghi 1a mwa thi wét, nén ta lam
sao phan xét dugc?”

Ong dé miéng ca trén san cho con méo, va ngdi xudng ghé.

“A, hinh nhw ta thdy may dang an ca,” cudi cung ong ciing thot 1én,
khi con méo da khai thac hét moi kha nang giai tri cia mau bui va lao vao
miéng ca.

“Ta rat vui khi may an ca,” ngwoi dan ong noi, “vi trong tam tri ta may
sé gdy mon ma chét néu may khéng an.”

Ong nhit mot manh gidy va mot mau biit chi & trén ban lén. Ong cam
manh gidy trong mdt tay, tay kia cam mau but chi, va thir nhiéu cach dwa
chiing lai v6i nhau. Ong tht dit cai bit chi bén dwéi manh gidy, roi trén
manh gidy, roi bén canh manh gidy. Ong thit quan manh gidy quanh cai bt
chi, 6ng thit mai dau tu cta cai buat chi 1én manh gidy, r6i cudi cung 6ng thi
mai dau nhon cua cai bt chi 1én manh gidy. Dau but dé lai mot vét chi, va
ong rat thich thd véi phat hién d6, cling nhw moi ngdy. Ong nhit mot manh
gidy khac & trén ban. Trén manh gidy ndy c6 in mot & chit. Ong nghién citu
né6 hoi lau va dién vao vai 6 trong, nhuwng roi lai chan ngay.

Ong tht ngdi 1én mot ban tay minh va thay rat td mo vdi cam giac so
vao xuwong hong minh.
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“Céa dugc dra dén day tw rat xa,” 6ng ndi, “hay it ra ta cling nghe néi
thé. Hay ta twdng twong la ta dwgc nghe noi thé. Khi nhitng nguwoi dé dén,
hay la khi trong tam tri ta nhitng ngudi dé dén trong sau con tau den bong
10n, thi may c6 thdy ho trong tam tri may khong? May thay gi ha meo
con?”

Ong nhin con méo, nhung né dang ban biu xem lam sao dé ngén
miéng ca cang nhanh cang tét chit khong quan tdm dén nhitng cau héi nay.

“Va khi ta nghe cau hoi cta ho thi may c6 nghe thdy nhitng cau hoi doé
khong? Giong noi ctia ho c6 nghia gi v6i may? Co 1é may chi nghi 1a ho
dang hat cho may nghe.” Ong ngdm nghi vé diéu ndy, va nhan ra khiém
khuyét trong gia thuyét dé.

“C¢ 1é dang la ho hat cho may nghe,” ong noi, “con ta chi nghi la ho
dang hoi ta ma thoi.”

Ong lai ngirng 16i. Déi khi 6ng ngirng 101 hang may ngay lién, chi dé
Xem cam giac ra sao.

“May nghi hém nay ho da dén chwa?” ong néi. “Ta thi nghi la r6i.
Trén san c6é bun, trén ban c6 thuoc 14 va rwgu whisky, trén dia cé ca cho
may, va trong tam tri ta con ky tc vé ho. Ta biét, tat cd déu khong thé coi la
bang chitng r6 rang, nhung thue ra bang chitng nao ciing la suy dién ca. Va
xem ho con dé lai cho ta nhitng gi nao.”

Ong véi tay 1én ban va 16i may thit xudng.

“O chit nay, ti* dién ndy, va mdt cai mdy tinh bé tdi niva.”

Ong nghich cai may tinh chitng mot gio, trong liic con méo ngu thiép
di con mua van ti€p tuc x0i xa ngoai troi. Roi 6ng dat cai may tinh sang
mot bén.

“Ta nghi c6 1é ta nghi ho da dat cau hoi cho ta la ding,” 6ng néi. “Néu
ho di cA m6t quang dwong nhu vay va dé lai nhitng thit nay chi dé dwgc hat
cho may nghe thi qua la ky la. Hay it ra ta cling thay nhuw vay. Ai ma biét
dwoc, ai ma biét dugc.”
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Ong cam mot diéu thudc trén ban 1én va chadm lra bing mot cai d6m
tir trong 16. Ong rit mot hoi that sau rdi ngdi nga ra.

“Ta nghi hom nay ta da thdy mot con tau nita trén troi,” cudi cung ong
néi. “Mot con tau to mau trang. Ta chwa tirng thay con tau to mau trang bao
gi®, chi thdy sdu con tau mau den thoi. Va sau con tau mau xanh nita. Va ca
nhitng tau khac néi l1a ho dén twr rat xa. Chwa bao gio thay con tau to mau
trang ca. Co 1é ¢6 ldc sau con tau nhé mau den nhin ciing giong mot con tau
to mau trang. Cé 1é ta mudn lam mot ly whisky, ®, nghe cé vé nhiéu kha
nang hon day.”

Ong ditng day va tim thdy mot cai c6c ndm trén san canh tdm dém.
Ong nghiéng chai whisky rét vao d6 mot ly. Ong lai ngdi xudng.

“Co 1€ c6 may nguoi khac dang dén gap ta,” 6ng noi.

Cach d6 mét tram mét, dang bi man mwa nhw trit nwéc quat b6m bép,
1a phi thuyén Trdi Tim Vang.

Ctra phi thuyén mé, va ba dang ngudi hién ra, rim lai bén nhau dé
khoi bi mwa x6i vao mat.

“Trong dé6 a?” Trillian hoi to cho 4t tiéng mua.

“Phai,” Zarniwoop dap.

“Tap l1éu dé ay a?”

“Phai.”

“Quai that,” Zaphod noi.

“Nhung né & cho dong khong mong quanh thé nay,” Trillian ndi.
“Chac ta dén sai cho réi. Khong thé cai quan cd Vi Tru tr mot tip léu
dugc.”

Ho lao qua man muwa va khi dén ctra thi da w6t rdo ca. Ho go cira. Ho
run ray.

Ctra mo ra.
“Vang?” nguoi dan ong noi.

“A, xin 16i 6ng,” Zarniwoop noi, “t6i c6 ly do dé tin rang...”
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“Co phai 6ng cai quan Vi Tru khong?” Zaphod hai.

Nguwoi dan 6ng mim cuwoi nhin ga.

“T6i c6 khéng lam nhw vay,” ong dap. “Cac ban c6 bi w6t khong?”

Zaphod kinh ngac nhin ong.

“Uét ay a?” ga kéu 1én. “Nhin khong gidong nhw ching t6i bi w6t sao?”

“T6i thi thay la c6 giong,” ngwdi dan 6ng noi, “nhwng cac ban cam
giac ra sao lai c6 thé la chuyén khac. Néu cac ban thay hoi am sé gitp cac
ban kho rdo thi xin moi vao.”

Ho buwdc vao.

Ho nhin quanh tip léu nhod, Zarniwoop véi vé hoi khinh khinh,
Trillian vé t6 mo, con Zaphod thi day vé thich thu.

“Nay, 0...” Zaphod néi, “Ong tén gi?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng nghi ngai nhin ho.

“To6i khong biét. Sao, anh nghi la t6i nén c6 tén a? That ky cuc khi dat
cho m0t m@ cam nhan giac quan 160 mo mot cai ten.”

Ong mdi Trillian ngdi xudng ghé. Ong ngdi bén mép ghé, Zarniwoop
twa nguwoi vao ban vé khéng ty nhién, con Zaphod thi nam Ién tam dém.

“Ui cha cha!” Zaphod néi. “Ngbi bau quyen lyc day!” Ga cli con méo.

“Nghe nay,” Zarniwoop néi, “t6i phai hoi 6ng may cau.”

“Pugc thoi,” ngwoi dan 6ng hién tir néi, “anh c6 thé hat cho con méo
cta t6i nghe néu mudn.”

“Liéu no co thich khong?” Zaphod hoi.

“Cai do thi anh nén hoi n6,” nguoi dan ong dap.

“N6 6 biét néi khong?” Zaphod hai.

“Toi khong nhd n6 da tirng noi bao gio chuwa,” nguoi dan ong noi,
“nhung tri nhd caa toi khong dang tin dau.”

Zarniwoop rit may td gidy ghi chép ra khéi tui.

“Nao,” ong ta noi, “dung la ong cai quan Vi Try, phai khong?”
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“Lam sao to6i biét dugc?” nguwdi dan 6ng nai.

Zarniwoop danh ddu vao mot muc trén tQ giay.

“Ong da 1am viéc nay bao lau roi?”

“A,” ngudi dan 6ng noéi, “day 1a cau hoi vé qua khit, han khong?”

Zarniwoop boi roi nhin nguwoi dan ong. Pay khong phdi 1a cai ong ta
da cho doi.

“Phai,” ong ta dap.

“Lam sao toi biét,” ngwoi dan 6ng noéi, “rang qua khit khong phai la
mot diéu bia dat dugc tao ra dé giai thich cho sy khac biét gitta cac cam
giac thé chat tirc thoi cuia toi va trang hudng tam tri t6i?”

Zarniwoop tr6 mat nhin 6ng ta. Hoi nwdc bat dau boc 1én tir quan ao
ong ta wot sting.

“Ong tra 15 tat ca cac cau héi déu theo cach nay a?” ong ta héi.

Nguoi dan ong tra 10i ngay.

“T6i n6i ngay diéu chgt ndy ra trong dau toi khi t6i nghi la t6i nghe
thdy nguoi khac néi gi d6. Con hon thé nita thi t6i khong thé néi dugc.”

Zaphod cuoi sung suwong.

“T6i xin udng vi diéu do,” ga noi va 16i chai regu Janx ra. Ga nhay bat
day va dwa chai rugu cho nguwdi cai quan Vi Try, 6ng nay vui vé dén lay.

“Ong giéi 1dm, ngudi cai quan vi dai a,” ga noi, “c ¢6 sao néi vay.”

“Khong, nghe t6i ddy,” Zarniwoop néi, “nhiéu nguwoi tim dén 6ng,
phai khong? Pén bang phi thuyén...”

“Tdi nghi vay,” ngudi dan 6ng dap. Ong dwa chai ruegu cho Trillian.

“Va ho dé nghi 6ng,” Zarniwoop héi tiép, “dwa ra cac quyét dinh cho
ho? vé cudc song ctia moi nguwdi, vé cac hanh tinh, cac nén kinh té, cac
cudc chién, vé van vat trong Vii Tru ngoai kia ay?”

“Ngoai kia?” nguoi dan ong ndi. “Ngoai dau co?”

“Ngoai kia chtr con dau!” Zarniwoop chi ra ctra noi.
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“Lam sao anh biét cé gi ngoai kia?” nguwdi dan ong lich sy néi. “Cira
dong ma.”

Mura tiép tuc nén 1én mai 1éu. Trong 1éu rat am.

“Nhung ong biét c6 cd mot Vi Tru ngoai kia!” Zarniwoop kéu 1én.
“Ong khong thé trén tranh trach nhiém bing cach néi chiing khong ton tai!”

Nguwoi cai quan Vi Tru ngam nghi mét hoi lau trong lic Zarniwoop
run ray vi gian di.

“Anh c6 vé tin chac vao nhitng dit liéu cia anh,” cudi cung ngudi dan
ong néi. “Toi khong thé tin twdng suy nghi cia mot nguwdi lai coi Vi Tru -
néu qua thure c6 mét Vii Tru - 1a dwong nhién nhw vay.”

Zarniwoop van run ray, nhung im bat.

“T6i chi quyét dinh Vi Tru cta riéng minh thoi,” nguwdi dan 6ng khé
néi tiép. “Vi Tru cua to6i la mat va tai t6i. Bat ky thit gi khac chi la don
thoi.”

“Nhung ong khong tin gi hét sao?”

Nguoi dan ong nhin vai va 0m con meo lén.

“To6i khong hiéu y anh 1a gi,” 6ng noi.

“Ong khong hiéu 1a nhitng quyét dinh ctia 6ng trong tip léu ndy sé& anh
hwéng dén cudc séng va so6 phan cua hang triéu nguwdi v? That 1a sai trai
khting khiép!”

“T6i khong biét. Toi chwa bao gio gdap nhitng nguwdi anh néi dén do.
Va t6i nghi la anh cling chwa gap. Ho chi ton tai trong nhitng tit ngl¥ chiing
ta nghe thay. That ng6c khi néi rdng anh biét diéu gi dang xay ra v4i nhitng
nguoi khac. Chi c6 ho mdi biét diéu do, day la néu ho ton tai. Ho c6 nhitng
Vi Tru riéng trong mat va tai ho.”

Trillian noi:

“Toi nghi tOi sé ra ngoai mot lat.”

Co bo di, budc ra ngoai troi mua.
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“Ong c6 tin 1a c6 nhitng ngudi khac trén doi khong?” Zarniwoop van
co hoi.

“Toi khong c6 y kién gi ca. Lam sao t6i biét dugc?”

“T6i nén di xem Trillian ra sao,” Zaphod noéi va chuén mat.

O ngoai, gi bao co:

“T6i nghi Vi Tru dang nam trong mot doi tay chac chan ddy nhi?”

“Cuc chac chan,” Trillian néi. Ho buéc vao man mua.

Trong léu, Zarniwoop van tiép tuc.

“Nhung 6ng khong hiéu la ngudi ta c6 thé song hay chét bang vao mot
101 noi cta 6ng hay sao?”

Nguoi cai quan Vi Tru doi that 1au. Khi 6ng nghe thdy tiéng khe khé
ctia dong co phi thuyén khéi dong, 6ng lén tiéng at di.

“Chang lién quan gi dén t6i,” 6ng no6i. “To6i khong can dvw tdi nguoi
khac. Pirc Chaa biét tdi khong phai la nguoi doc ac.”

“A!” Zarniwoop quat, “ong da noi la ‘Dirc Chua’. Titc la ong co tin
vao diéu gi dé!”

“Con meo cua toi,” ngwoi dan ong hién t dap, 6m né 1én va vuot ve
né. “T6i goi né la Birc Chua. Toi doi xw véi no rat tot.”

“Pugc ro6i,” Zarniwoop van noi cho ra nhé, “lam sao 6ng biét la n6 tén
tai? Lam sao ong biét 1a n6 biét dng doi x tét v4i nd, va no thich tha véi
cai ma no coi la long tot cta 6ng?”

“T6i khong biét,” nguwdi dan 6ng mim cwoi noéi, “toi hoan toan khong
c6 y niém gi. Chi 1a t6i thay hai long khi cw x¥ theo mot cach cu thé nao dé
vOi mot sinh vat cé vé la mot con meo. Anh cé cu xi khac chit nao khong?
Xin phép, t6i nghi la t6i hoi mét r6i.”

Zarniwoop thd hat ra mét hoi dai bat man va nhin quanh.

“Hai nguoi kia dau?” dot nhien ong ta hai.
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“Hai nguwdi nao?” ngudi cai quan Vi Tru ndi, ngbi nga ra ghé va rot
thém whisky vao coc.

“Beeblebrox va c6 gai kia dy! Hai ngudi vira méi & day ay!”

“T6i chang nhd ai cd. Qua kh chi 1a mot sy bia dat dé giai thich

»

cho...

“Thoi di,” Zarniwoop quat va chay ra ngoai troi mwa. Khong thdy phi
thuyén dau. Mwa van tiép tuc khudy dao 16p bun. Khong c6 dau hiéu gi cho
thay phi thuyén d3 & dau. Ong ta gao vao man muwa. Ong ta quay ngudi
chay vé tap léu, nhung ctra da khoa.

Nguwdi cai quan Vi Tru ngu ga ngu gat trén ghé. Mot lat sau o6ng lai
nghich céi but chi v4i mau gidy va hét sitc thich thu khi phat hién ra cach
dung thi no dé vach thanh diu 1én thit kia. Cé nhiéu tiéng dong vang tuw
ngoai vao, nhung 6ng khong biét nhitng tiéng ay cé that khong. R6i ong noi
chuyén vdi céi ban suét mot tuan dé xem n6 phan &ng thé nao.
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CHUONG

Bém d6 nhitng vi sao xuat hién, ryc rd trong tréo dén l6a mat. Ford va
Arthur da di khong biét 1a bao xa va rot cudc phai dirng lai nghi. Bém mat
mé va co gié nhe, khong khi trong lanh, va may Cam Bién Ty Dong Ha
Etha hoan toan im ldang.

Mot sy tinh mich tuyét voi bao trum lén ca thé gidi, mot vé binh yén
diéu ky két hgp v6éi mui hwong diu nhe cta rirng cdy, tiéng ri rich khe khé
ctia cOn trung va anh sang ruc r& cta nhitng vi sao khién tinh than bi xado
ddo ctia ho binh tinh lai. Ngay cad Ford Prefect, ngwdi da di qua nhiéu thé
gidi hon anh ta c6 thé dém dwgc trong mot budi chiéu dai, cling cam dong
dén muic tu hoi day co phai la thé gidi dep nhat anh ta da ting thay khong.
Ca ngay hom dé ho di qua nhitng vung doi va thung lting nhdp nhd xanh
tham, phu day cé twoi t6t, hoa dai thom ngat va nhitng cay cao ram 14; mat
troi swdi am cho ho, gié nhe thoi mat cho ho, va cang di thi Ford Prefect
cang it kiém tra may Cam Bién Ty Dong Ha Etha hon, va cang it khé chiu
vi su im lang kéo dai ctia n6 hon. Anh ta bat dau nghi la ¢ day ciing thich.

Mac du hoi dém se lanh, ho van ngt ngoai troi mot cach say swra thoai
mai, va vai gio sau thic day cung voi man swong sém diu nhe, trong nguoi
tinh tdo nhwng déi meo. Ford da nhét vai 6 banh mi nho vao tdi lic &
Milliways va ho dem ra an sang trwéc khi di tiép.

Cho t6i gio ho di hoan toan v6 dinh, nhung gio ho di thang vé phia
Pong, nghi bung rang néu dinh kham pha thé gi6i nay thi ho nén c6 mot vai
y niém vé noi minh da tir dau dén va minh sé di dau.
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Ngay trudc budi tria, ho da bat gap chi ddu dau tién rang thé gidi noi
ho ha canh khong phdi la khong cé nguwdi 6. Mot khuén mat thoang thay
gitta nhitng tan cdy, dang theo doi ho. N6 bién mat ngay khi ho vira nhin
thay, nhuwng hinh dnh ho déu ghi nhan dwoc la mot sinh vat c6 dang nguwoi,
to mo khi thady ho nhung khong kinh sg. Ntra tiéng sau ho lai thodng thay
mot khuén mat nita giong nhu vay, va muoi phit sau do lai mot khuon mat
nira.

MGt pht sau ho buéc vao mét khoang trong rong va dirng phat lai.

Trudc mat ho, ditng gitta khodng rirng trong, la mét nhom chirng hai ta
dan O6ng va dan ba. Ho ditng im, lang 1€ d6i mat vdi Ford va Arthur. Cé
may dita tré con bam quanh nhitng ngwdi phu nit va sau lwng ho la mét cum
léu xiéu veo lam bang bun dat va canh cay.

Ford va Arthur nin tho.

Ngudi cao nhat trong dam dan ong chi cao hon mét rudi mot chit, ho
thdy déu hoi khom ngudi vé phia trwdc, ho cé tay dai, tran thap, va nhitng
cap mat sang rd nhin dam dam vao hai ké la mat.

Thay ho khong c6 vii khi va khong nhic nhich vé phia minh, Ford va
Arthur hoi tha long nguwdi mot chuit.

Su6t mét hoi 1au, hai nhém c® ditng dau nhan, khong bén nao cw
dong. Nhitng nguoi ban dia c6 vé boi réi trede vi hai ké xam nhap, va mac
du khong t6 vé mudn gay han, ro rang la ho ciing khong c6 vé chao don gi.

Khong c6 gi xdy ra.

Suot hai phtit lién van khong c6 gi xay ra.

Sau hai phut nita thi Ford quyét dinh da dén lic cho chuyén gi d6 xdy
ra.

“Xin chao,” anh ta noi.

Nhitng ngwoi phu nit kéo dam tré con lai gan minh hon.

Nhitng ngwdi dan 6ng thi hau nhw khong ctr dong, nhung vé bé ngoai
ctia ho cho thay r6 rang 16i chao ay khéng dwgc don nhan - cling khong
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phai 1a ho ghét bé gi 10i chao ay, chi la ho khong don nhan né théi.

Mot nguoi dan ong, dang ditng triedc ca nhom mot chit va vi thé co 1é
la tha linh cta ho, tién Ién. Mat 6ng ta than nhién va binh tinh, gan nhw thw
thai.

“U glthw v v grir 6 6 ¢ griv riv,” 6ng ta khé néi.

Arthur ngac nhién. Anh da quen véi viéc tit cd moi thit anh nghe thay
déu dwoc dich ngay titc thi va vo thitc nhd con ca Babel trong tai dén noi
anh khong dé y dén né nita, va gid anh chi nhé ra né vi hinh nhw né dang
khong hoat dong. Nhitng y nghia mo ho vut qua dau dé sau tham trong nao
anh, nhurng anh khong thé nam bat dugce gi cu thé. Anh doan, ma tinh co lai
doan dung, la nhitng ngwdi nay mdi chi tién héa nhitng yéu t6 ngon ngit so
dang va vi thé con cd Babel khong thé dich dwgc. Anh li€c nhin Ford,
ngwoi chac chan c6 kinh nghiém hon trong nhitng viéc nhw thé nay.

“Toi nghi 1a,” Ford néi qua khoe miéng, “Ong ta dang hoi xem chung
ta co6 thé di vong quanh ria lang khong.”

Mot gidy sau, sinh vat dang nguwoi kia lam mot ¢t chi nhw dé khang
dinh diéu nay.

“Ruw gugy; 0 g0 go (v rw) re rw ¢.”

“Y chinh dai thé,” Ford néi, “theo nhu t6i doan, thi 1a chiing ta dwogc
hoan nghénh tiép tuc cudc hanh trinh theo bat ky cach nao ching ta muon,
nhung néu ta di quanh lang cua ho thay vi di xuyén qua thi tit ca bon ho sé
rat vui long.”

“Thé ta lam gi bay gio?”

“Toi nghi chung ta hay lam ho vui 1ong,” Ford ndi.

Mot cach cham rdi va than trong, ho di vong quanh ria khoang rirng
trong. Viéc nay cé vé rat vira y nhitng nguwdi ban xi, vi ho khé cti dau chao
hai nguwdi roi di lam viéc cua ho.

Ford va Arthur tiép tuc hanh trinh xuyén rirng. Di khoi khodng rirng
trong vai tram mét, ho dot nhién thay mot dong hoa qua nho dat gitta duwong
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- nhitng qua mong nhin rat giong dau tdy va mam x0i, va nhitng qua nhiéu
thit da xanh nhin giéng qua 1é kinh ngac.

Cho tdi gio thi ho van chira dam dung vao bat ky thit qua va qua mong
nao ho nhin thdy, mac du trén cay va bui day triu trit.

“Nghi thé nay di,” Ford Prefect da néi, “qua va qua mong trén cac
hanh tinh la c6 thé citu séng ta hodc giét chét ta. Vi vay lic thich hgp nhat
dé thi an la khi ta sé chét néu khong an ching. Nhu thé ta sé di trudc don
dau dugc né. Bi quyét dé dam bao sitc khoe khi qua giang la an d6 an vat.”

Ho nghi ngai nhin dong hoa qua dat gitta dwong. Nhin ching ngon dén
noi ho gan nhw hoa ca mat vi déi.

“Nghi thé nay di,” Ford néi, “0...”

“Sao co?” Arthur hai.

“T6i dang nghi xem c6 cach nghi thé nao day dé ching ta dugc an
khong,” Ford noi.

Anh ning 16m d6ém dé xuéng lan da cing mong cta nhitng quéa nhin
giong qua 1é. Nhitng qua nhin giong dau tdy va mam x6i thi tron hon va
chin hon bat ky qua dau lan mam x6i nao Arthur ting thay, ké ca trén
quang cao kem.

“Sao chung ta khéng an truedc r6i nghi sau?” anh noi.

“Co 1 ho mudn ching ta lam thé day.”

“Thoéi dugc, nghi thé nay nhé...”

“Nghe 6n day.”

“May qua nay ¢ d6 cho ching ta an. Hodc la ching an dwgc hoac
khong an dugc, hodac ho mudn cho ching ta an hodac ho mudn dau déc
ching ta. Néu chiing c6 doc ma ching ta khong an thi ho sé tim cach khac
dé tan cong chung ta thdi. Ké cd khong an thi dang nao ching ta cling
thua.”

“Toi thich cach nghi cta cau ddy,” Ford néi. “Gid an mot qua di.”

Arthur ngan ngt* nhdt mét qua giong qua 1é 1én.
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“T6i da luon nghi theo cach ay vé chuyén Vuon Dia Pang,” Ford noi.

Ha?”

“Vuon Dia Bang. Cay. Tao. Poan ay day, nhé khong?”

“C6 chu, tat nhién la t6i nhg.”

“Ong Chda ctia cac ciu dit mot cAy tdo & giita vueon 16i bdo, mudn
lam gi tuy thich, a nhung ma dirng c6 an tdo nhé. Thé r6i ngac nhién chua,
ho an tdo va 6ng ta nhdy ti* sau bui cdy ra quat ‘Bat qua tang’. Néu ho
khong an tdo thi cling thé ca théi.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“Vi néu ta dang phdi déi mat vdi loai tam than thich bé trén via he
nhitng cai mii bén dwdi cé gidu gach, thi cau biét thira 1a bon dé sé khong
doi nao bo cudce. Kiéu gi cudi cung bon ching cling sé tom dugc ta.”

“Cau dang néi gi the?”

“Khong quan trong, an qua di.”

“Cau biét khong, noi nay nhin ciing gan giong Vuwon bia Bang.”

“An qua di.”

“Nghe cling giong nita.”

Arthur can mot miéng qua nhin giéng qua lé.

“La qua 1é,” anh noi.

Mot lat sau, khi ho da an hét dong qua, Ford Prefect quay lai va goi to.

“Cam on. Cam on rat nhiéu,” anh ta ndi, “cac ban that tot bung.”

Ho di tié€p duong ho.

Trong hon tdm muoi cdy soO ti€ép theo cua hanh trinh tién vé phia
Pong, ho lién tuc tim thdy nhitng dong qua dwgc dat lam qua trén duong,
va mdc du cé mot doéi lan thoang thay mot sinh vat dang ngudi ban xi¢ gitra
nhitng tan cdy, ho khong truc tiép doi mat véi nhitng nguwdi nay nita. Ho tw
nht rang ho kha mén mot gidng nguwdi bay té ro rang ho rat biét on chi vi
dwgc dé yén than.
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Sau tdm muoi cay thi khéng thay hoa qua nita, bdi vi d6 la noi bién
bat dau.

Vi chang vi vang gi, nén ho lam mot chiéc bé va bang qua bién. Bién
kha lang, chi rong chirng hon chin muoi cay s6, ho c6 mot chuyén di bién
kha nhe nhang va 1én b& & mot viung dat it nhat cling dep bang noi ho vira
di.

Tém lai, cudc song cta ho dé dang dén nyc cwoi, va sudt mot quang
thoi gian, ho c6 thé doi mat véi chuyén lang thang vo dinh va sy c6 doc
bang cach 16 di. Khi nao mu6n c6 bau ban thi ho sé biét phdi tim & dau,
nhung trong ldc nay thi ho sung swéng vdéi y nghi rang dam nguwoi
Golgafrincham dang & sau lung ho dén ca tram cay so.

Tuy thé, Ford Prefect lai bat dau dung may Cam Bién Ty Bong Ha
Etha nhiéu hon. Anh ta chi bat dwgc tm hiéu c6 moét Ian, nhwng tin hiéu qua
yéu va dén tir xa khting khiép dén mitc khién anh ta buon nan hon ca sy im
lang dwong nhu kéo dai vo tan cua cai may.

Dot ngdt ho quyét dinh quay vé phia Bac. Sau nhiéu tuan du hanh, ho
gap mot bo bién khac, lam mot chiéc bé khac, va bang qua. Lan nay chuyén
di kh6 khan hon, khi hau lanh hon. Arthur nghi Ford Prefect c6 mot chut
mau wa kho cue - khé khan vat va moi ldc mot tang cho anh ta cam giac
minh dang c6 muc dich, diéu ma gia nhw binh thwong thi da khéng c6. Anh
ta dan t6i khong nging nghi.

Hanbh trinh vé phia Bac dwa ho dén mot vung doi nii rong ménh mong
va dep dén nghet thé. Nhitng dinh nai hung vi, nhon hoat, phu day tuyét
khién gidc quan cta ho dé mé. Cai lanh bat dau ngdm vao xwong tay ho.

Ho quan minh trong nhitng tdm da va 16ng tha ma Ford Prefect kiém
dwgc nho mot ky thuat anh ta hoc tv mot doi cyu tu si dong Pralite cai quan
mot khu nghi dutng 1wt séng tam linh ¢ vung D6i Hunian.

Khap Ngan Ha day cac cuu tu si dong Pralite, tat ca déu dang kiém
tién nhw nwdc, vi phdi noi that rang ky thuat diéu khién tri ndo ma Dong Tu
da tao ra nhw mot phwong phap tu luyén qua la tuyét hdo - va mot so lwong
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16n kinh khing cac tu si da roi Dong Tu ngay sau khi hoan thanh khoa tu
tap va ngay trwdc khi doc 16i khan nguyén cudi cung la sé chiu nhét yén
trong nhitng chiéc hop sat nho cho dén hét doi.

Ky thuat cia Ford dwong nhw chi bao gom viéc ditng yén mét ldc 1au
va mim Ccuoi.

Lat sau, mo0t con vat - con hwou chang han - sé xuat hién ti sau rang
cdy va than trong quan sat anh ta. Ford sé tiép tuc mim cuwdi vGi nd, mat
anh ta sé sang len diu dang, va duwong nhu ca nguoi anh ta dang toa ra mot
tinh yéu thwong sau tham danh cho tat thay, mot tinh yéu dang vieon ra 6m
lay van vat. Mot sy tinh mich tuyét voi bao trum lén khung cadnh xung
quanh, binh yén va thw thai, tdéa ra t* ngudi dan 6ng da bién hinh than
thanh nay. Dan dan con hwou sé lai gan, tirng buéc mot, cho dén khi n6é gan
nhw dui miii vao anh ta, va dung lic dé Ford Prefect sé tho tay ra bé c6 no.

“Kiém soat pheromone,” anh ta gidi thich. “Ta phdi biét cach téa ra
ding mui can thiét.”
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CHUONG

Me”ly ngay sau khi dap xudng vung nui nay, ho dung phai mot duong bo
bién vat chéo tredc mat ho tir Tdy Nam sang Pong Bac, mot dudng bd bién
day vé hung vi trang lé: nhitng hém nui sau uy nghiém, nhitng dinh cao vit
cua cac vinh bang hep.

Trong hai ngay tiép do, ho loay hoay tréo qua cac ndi da va cac séng
bang, sitng so vi vé dep thién nhién.

“Arthur!” Ford dot nhién goi 16n.

Do 1a vao bubi chiéu ngay thit hai. Arthur dang ngo6i trén mot tang da
cao ngam séng con dap vao nhitng miii dat da 16m chém.

“Arthur!” Ford lai goi.

Arthur nhin vé phia giong Ford dang vong dén, yéu 6t bay theo gio.

Ford vira di xem xét mot song bang, va Arthur tim thdy anh ta dang
quy bén mot bitc twong bang xanh ngat. Ca nguwdi anh ta citng do vi phan
khich - anh ta nguéc mat 1én nhin Arthur.

“Nhin nay,” anh ta néi, “nhin xem!”

Arthur nhin. Anh chi thdy mét bitc twong bang xanh ngat.

“U,” anh néi, “la mot song bang. T6i thdy roi ma.”

“Khong,” Ford ndi, “cau mdi nhin n6 thoéi chit chwa thady nd. Nhin ky
di!”

Ford dang chi vao sau trong long bang da.

Arthur nhin k¥ - anh chang thay gi ngoai nhitng céi béng mo.

“Lui lai mot chat,” Ford van khang khang, “nhin lai di.”
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Arthur lui lai va nhin lai.

“Khong,” anh noi va nhtn vai. “T6i phdi nhin ra cai gi ch?”
Ro6i dot nhién anh nhin thay.

“Cau nhin thay chwa?”

Anh da nhin thay.

Miéng anh md& ra dinh néi, nhung ndo anh quyét dinh né chwa cé gi dé
néi va lai bat miéng anh ngdm vao. R6i ndo anh bat dau tim cach giai bai
toan la cai diéu ma mat anh néi véi né la ching dang nhin thdy, nhung khi
lam vay no6 phai ngirng diéu khién cai miéng, va miéng anh lai 1ap titc tré
xuong. Khi ndo kéo ham anh Ién thi né lai mat quyén diéu khién tay trai
anh, va ban tay bat dau khua khoang xung quanh mot cach vo dinh. Trong
khoang mot giay, bo ndo tim cach tam ban tay lai ma khong buong co ham
ra, dong thdi van c6 nghi vé cai nam trong tang bang, va cé 1é vi thé ma
chan anh khuyu xuéng va Arthur nga xoai ra dat.

Th gdy ra con r6i loan than kinh tong thé nay la mot mang lwdi
nhitng cai bong trong bang, cach bé mdt chitng bon muoi 1am centimet.
Chon ding goéc dé nhin vao dd, ching sé bién hinh thanh dang chac dac,
cac chit cai trong mét bang chit cai ngoai hanh tinh, moéi chit cao khoang
chin mwoi centimet; va dé gitup nhitng nguwdi, nhuw Arthur, khong doc dugc
chit Magrathea, bén trén cac chit cai nay con cé duong vién hinh mot
khuon mat lo ltng trong long bang.

D6 1a mot khudn mat gia nua, gay gudc va quac thwdc, tiéu tuy nhung
khong phéi khong hién hau.

D6 1a khudn mat ctia ngwoi da dugc tang giai thwdng vi thiét ké chinh
dwong bo bién ma gio ho biét 1a noi ho dang dirng.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHUONG

MC)t tiéng rén 11 yéu 6t tran ngdp khong khi. N6 rt rit lvgn qua nhitng tan
cdy, 1am i séc hét ca hon. My con chim bay vut di vé kinh tém. Am thanh
do tiép tuc nhdy nhét bay veo véo quanh khoadng trong. N6 ho, n6 hu, né
khién ai ndy déu diéc tai.

Tuy nhién, co tredng lai nhin tén thdi keén tii don doc bang con mat
bao dung. Khong gi c6 thé lam x4o tron vé thw thai ctia ong ta; that ra, sau
khi quén di noi buén vi bi mat cai bon tam tuyét dep trong vu 16n nhao &
dam lay mdy thang trudc, 6ng ta bat dau thdy cudc sé6ng mdi that dé chiu.
Mot cai ho da dugc khoét vao mot tang da 16n dat gitra khodng ring trong,
va hang ngay 6ng ta ngam minh trong dé trong khi nhitng nguwdi phuc vu
x0i nudc 1én ong ta. Nhung cling phai néi, nwéc khong dwgc am lam, vi ho
chwa tim ra cach dun nwéc. Cling chang sao, r6i ho sé nghi ra, va trong khi
chd doi thi cac nhom tham hiém dang di khap vung tim mot sudi nuéc
néng, tot nhat la suéi nwéc néong & mot trang ring xanh twoi ram mat, va
néu lai & canh mot mo6 xa phong nita thi - hoan hdo. Véi nhitng ngudi néi
rang ho nghi la xa phong khong 13y ra tit mo, thi Co truéng dap rang co 1é
do6 1a bai vi chua c6 ai tim cho ky ca, va kha nang nay dwgc mién cuwong
chap nhan.

Khong, cudc song qua la dé chiu, va diéu tuyét voi nhat la khi nao ho
tim thay su6i nuwéc néng, bao gom ca trang rirng xanh twoi ram mat lién ke,
va sau mot thoi gian, khi tiéng goi vong vé qua rang doi néi rang khu mé
xa phong da dwgc tim thdy va dwong cho san lwgng nam tram banh mot
ngay, cudc song han sé cang dé chiu hon. Quan trong nhat la c6 diéu dé cho
ta cho doi.
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Hu, hu, rit, hd, gao, toe, quac, cai ken tui ti€p tuc, cang lam tang cam
giac swéng khoai da 16 106 cua co tredng khi nghi rang roi né sé ding lai.
D6 cling la mot diéu 6ng ta cho dgi.

Con gi dé chiu nita nhi? 6ng ta ty héi. O, con nhiéu 1&m: mau dé va
vang cua nhitng tan cay bdi gio day thu dang vé; tiéng kéo xoén xoet ém ai
cach bon tam cua 6ng ta may bwdc, noi may ngudi thg lam dau dang luyén
tap k¥ nang trén téc cia mot giam doc nghé thuat va vién trg ly dang nga
gat; anh nang 1ap lanh trén sau chiéc dién thoai sang bong xép bén mép cai
bon tam déo vao da cia ong ta. Diéu duy nhat thi vi hon mot cai dién thoai
khong lién tuc réo chuong (hay ding hon la khong réo chudng bao gio)
chinh la sau cai dién thoai khong lién tuc réo chuong (hay dung hon la
khong réo chudng bao gio).

Va dé chiu hon ca la tiéng ri ram vui vé ctia hang tram ngudi dang dan
dan tu tdp & khoadng rirng trong xung quanh 6ng ta dé xem buoi hop chiéu
cua uy ban.

Co truéng dua nghich khé ddm vao mé con vit cao su cia minh. Ong
ta rat thich cac bu6i hop chiéu cua ty ban.

Co6 con nhitng con mat khac dang ngam dam dong dang tu tap. Ngoi
chom hom cao tit trén mdt ngon cdy & bén ria khodng ring trong chinh 1a
Ford Prefect, vira tr¢ vé tir nhitng viing xa x6i. Sau hanh trinh kéo dai sau
thang, anh ta da tr& nén manh dé va déo dai, mat anh ta sang 1dp lanh, anh
ta mdc 4o khoac bang da tudn 10c; con rau thi ram va mat thi rdm nang
khong kém gi mot ngdi sao nhac rock dong qué.

Anh ta va Arthur Dent da theo d6i dam ngwoi Golgafrincham gan mot
tuan nay roi, va Ford quyét dinh da dén liuc khudy dao moi chuyén chit xiu.

Khodng rirng trong gio da day chat. Hang trdm nguwdi dan ong va phu
ni* ng6i quanh, tan gau, an hoa qua, choi bai, tém lai la c6 vé rat thu gian.
Quan &o thé thao ctia ho gio déu da 1am ban va tham chi bi rach, nhung ai
ndy déu cé mai téc dugc cat tia khong ché vao dau dugce. Ford ngac nhién
thdy nhiéu ngudi trong s6 ho nhét day 1a vao quan 4o va tw héi khong biét
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c6 phai ho lam thé dé gitt am trong mua dong sap t6i khong. Mat anh ta
nheo lai. Khong thé c6 chuyén ho bong dung nay sinh y thich vdi mon thuc
vat hoc, ding khong?

Anh ta dang phéng doan thi tiéng co trudng da vang lén at tiéng noi
chuyén ri ram.

“Puogc roi,” 6ng ta nbi, “tdi muodn cac ban trat tw theo cach nao do6 dé
bat dau cudc hop nay, néu cé thé dwgc. Nhu thé cac ban thdy 6n ca cha?”
Ong ta mim cwdi than ai. “Chi mot phuit nita théi. Khi tat ca cac ban da sin
sang.”

Tiéng tro chuyén dan dan ngdt va khodng rirng trong tré nén tinh lang,
chi trir c6 tén thoi kén tdi nhw van dang chim trong mot thé gigi am nhac
cubng loan va hoang vang ctia riéng minh. Mot s6 nguwdi ngoi gan ném may
cai la vé phia han. Néu c6 ly do gi cho hanh déng do6 thi lic nay Ford
Prefect cling chwa nghi ra.

Mot nhém nhé da tap trung quanh co tredng va ro rang la mot trong so
bon ho dang chuan bi néi. Y lam vay bang cach ding lén, hang giong roi
nhin cham cham vé dang xa nhw dé ra y véi dam dong la y sé néi chuyén
vOi ho ngay day thoi.

Tat nhién ca dam dong déu hét sirc chd y va hwéng mat vé phia y.

Tiép theo d6 la mot thoang im lang, ma Ford nghi sé la lic kich tinh
thich hgp nhat dé ra mat. Ngudi kia toan 1én tiéng.

Ford tudt tw trén cay xudng.

“Xin chao,” anh ta noi.

Pam dong quay ngoat sang.

“A, anh ban than mén,” co trwdng goi to, “anh c6 diém khong? Hay
bat Itra cling dwoc? Co gi dai loai thé khong?”

“Khong,” Ford dap, hoi cut hitng. Anh ta da khéng chuan bi tinh than
cho chuyén nay. Anh ta quyét dinh minh nén néi citng ran hon.
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“Khong, t6i khong c6,” anh ta néi tiép. “Khong diém dom gi ca. Thay
vao do toi co tin cho cac vi day...”

“Tiéc that,” co tredng néi. “Chung t6i hét ca diém roi. May tuan nay
toi chwra dwgc tam nuwéc néng.”

Ford nhat quyét khéng dé bi sao nhang.

“T6i dem dén cho cac vi tin titc,” anh ta néi, “vé mot kham pha ma
cac vi c6 thé sé quan tam.”

“Viéc nay co6 trong chuong trinh nghi sy khong?” nguwoi dan 6ng ma
Ford da ngat 16i ban nay quat.

Ford né nu cudi twoi réi cia ngdi sao nhac rock dong qué.

“Thoi nao,” anh ta noi.

“T6i rat tiéc,” nguwoi dan ong kia cau kinh, “nhwng véi tuw cach la mot
nha tw van quan ly nhiéu nam kinh nghiém, t6i phdi nhan manh vao tam
quan trong cua viéc tuan tha co cau uy ban.”

Ford nhin dam dong.

“Ong ta dién roi,” anh ta néi, “day 1a mot hanh tinh tién st ma.”

“Hay néi vdi chu toa ngoi trén ghé!” nha tw van quan ly gat.

“Lam gi c6 ghé,” Ford giai thich, “chi c6 mdt tang da thoi.”

Nha tvr van quén ly quyét dinh da dén ldc phai té ra quau quo.

“Thi c& goi né la ghé di,” y quau quo ndi.

“Thé sao khong goi no6 la tang da?” Ford hai.

“R0 rang la anh chang c6 ti khai niém gi,” nha tw van quén ly ndi, t&
bé vé quau quo dé chuyén sang vé kénh kiéu truyén thong, “vé phuong
phap kinh doanh hién dai ca.”

“Con 6ng thi chang cé ti khai niém gi vé viéc minh dang & dau ca,”
Ford vac lai.

Mot co gai giong the thé ditng bat day, khoe giong.

“Hai ngwoi im di,” c6 ta ndi, “td6i mudn dé xuat mot muc vdi ca ban.”
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“Y ¢6 1a v6i ca tang da chit gi,” mot tho 1am dau cudi khiic khich.

“Trat tw, trat tw,” nha tw van quan ly quat.

“Pugc r6i,” Ford néi, “dé xem cac vi ty xoay x@ dugc dén dau.” Anh
ta ngoi phich xuéng dat xem minh giit binh tinh dwgc bao lau.

Co trwéng khé ham hit vé lam hoa.

“T6i xin dwgc bat dau,” 6ng ta hoa nha noéi, “budi hop thit nam tram
bay muai ba cua uy ban dinh cu Fintlewoodlewix...”

Muoi gidy, Ford tham nghi, trong khi lai ditng bat day.

“V0 ich thoi,” anh ta kéu 1én. “Nam tram bay muai ba cudc hop uy
ban ma cac nguwdi van chua tim ra Iwa!”

“Néu anh mudn xem qua t& chwong trinh nghi sw...” c6 gai c6 giong
the thé noi.

“Téang chwong trinh nghi sy,” nguwdi thg lam dau thich tha ré 1én.

“Cam on, toi da lam ro y d6 1am r6i,” Ford lam bam.

“... thi... anh... sé... thdy,” c6 gdi van khang khang, “rang hém nay
chuing t6i sé nghe bao cao cua Tiéu Ban Phat Trién Lita do cac thg lam dau
to chirc.”

“0... a...” ngudi tho 1am dau noéi voi mot vé rut ré ma ai trong Ngan
Ha ciing c6 thé hiéu c6 nghia I3, “0, dé dén thi? Ba tuin sau dugc khong?”

“Roi,” Ford noi, quay sang ngudoi nay. “Thé cac anh da lam dugc gi
r6i? Cac anh dinh sé lam gi? Anh c6 y kién gi vé viéc phat trién Itta?”

“0O), toi ciing khong biét nita,” ngudi thg 1am dau néi. “Ho chi cho t6i
hai cai que...”

“Thé anh da lam gi vdi chiung?”

Vé lo lang, nguwdi tho lam dau tho tay vao trong do thé thao va dua
thanh qua lao dong cua minh cho Ford.

Ford gio 1én cho tat ca cung thay.

“Kep udn téc,” anh ta ndi.
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Tat ca vo tay.

“Thoéi bo di,” Ford néi. “Thanh Roma khong thé thiéu rui chi trong
mot ngay.”

Pam dong chang hiéu anh ta dang néi gi, nhing ho van rat hao hitng.
Ho lai vo tay.

“Cha, 1o rang la anh dang té ra hét sitc ngay ngo,” co gai néi. “Bao gio
anh lam nghé tiép thi dugc lau nhuw t6i thi anh sé biét, rang trudc khi bat c
mat hang mdi nao dwgc san xuat, n6 can duwgc nghién citu ky lwdng da.
Ching ta phai biét ngwdi ta mudn gi & lira, lién hé ban than cach nao véi
noé, no tao ra hinh anh gi trong mat ho.”

Pam dong cang thang. Ho dang doi Ford dap tra md6t cau that hay.

“DPi ma nhét vao miii dy,” anh ta noi.

“Ay chinh 14 diéu chiing ta can biét day,” co géi tiép tuc. “Ngudi ta c6
muon thi Itra bé vira 16 mii khong?”

“Cac nguoi c6 mudn thé khong?” Ford héi dam dong.

“Co!” mot so dap.

“Khong!” mot s6 khac vui vé dap lai.

Ho chang biét, ho chi nghi tat ca that la tuyét.

“Con banh xe nita,” co tredng nodi, “con cai vu banh xe banh xiéc nay
la thé nao? Nghe c6 vé la mét dy an tha vi kinh day nhi.”

“A,” ¢ nang tiép thi noi, “0, ching t6i dang gip chit khé khan véi
viéc do.”

“Kho khan?” Ford kéu l1én. “Khé khan gi? Co néi khé khan nghia la
sao? Do la thit may don gian nhat trén toan Vi Tru ma!”

CoO nang tiép thi lwdm anh ta mot cai chay mat.

“0, thua ngai Biét Tu6t,” c6 ta ndi, “néu anh thong minh thé thi cho
ching t6i biét né phai c6 mau gi nao.”
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Pbam dong vo tay dién cuéng. Mot diém cho doi nha, ho nghi. Ford
nhtn vai va lai ngoi xuong.

“Lay Zarquon Vi Bai,” anh ta néi, “cac nguoi chwa lam gi hét sao?”

Nhu dé tra 10i cau héi cta anh ta, d6t nhién c6 tiéng 6n & 16i vao
khodng rirng trong. BDam dong khong thé tin ndi nong do giai tri dam dac
ho nhan dwgc chiéu hom nay: tién vao khoang trong la mot doi chirng hon
chuc nguoi mdc quan phuc cii nat cia Trung doan thit Ba Golgafrincham.
Khoang mot nita trong so ho van mang stng Diét Cai Xet, s6 con lai cam
ngon gido ma ho vira hanh quan vira ddp vao nhau. Ho rdm nang, khoe
manh, va trong vira kiét sirc vira 16i thoi 1€ch théch. Ho lodng xoang dirng
khyng va dap chan ditng nghiém. Mot trong s6 ho nga xuéng va khong
nhuc nhich nita.

“Thwa co trwdng!” S6 Hai ho - vi han chinh 1a tha linh cta ho - “Xin
ngai cho phép dugc bao cao!”

“O, dugc roi S6 Hai, xin mirng cac cau trd veé, dai loai thé. C6 tim thay
subi ndc néng nao khong?” co tredng budn nan hoi.

“Khong, thwa ngai!”

“Toi cling nghi thé ma.”

S6 Hai di qua ddm dong va bong sting chao tredc bon tam.

“Chung toi da phat hién ra mot luc dia khac!”

“Luc nao thé?”

“N6 nam phia bén kia bién...” S6 Hai ndi, mat nheo han lai, “& phia
Pong!”

A

S6 Hai quay lai d6i mdt v6i dam dong. Han gio sung 1én qua dau. Sé
hay lam day, dam dong nghi.

“Chung toi da tuyén chién vdi no!”

Tiéng hoan hé nhiét liét vang doi ra tr moi ngéc ngach khoang rirng
trong - diéu nay that nam ngoai ky vong cua ho.
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“Dgi mot phut da,” Ford Prefect ho 16n, “doi mot phut da!”

Anh ta nhay bat ddy va yéu cau im lang. Mat lat sau moi ngwoi cling
im lang, hay it ra cing im lang hét mic anh ta c6 thé mong dai trong truong
hgp nay: titc treong hop ma tén thoi ken tii dang ng tac mdt ban qudc ca.

“Co can tén thoi ken kia khong?” Ford hai.

“0, c6 chit,” co trwong dap, “chiing tdi di cap cho anh ta mot khoan
tién tai trg.”

Ford nghi xem c6 nén dwa viéc nay ra uy ban tranh luan khong, nhung
nhanh chéng quyét dinh rang diéu d6 sé chi dan dén canh dién r6. Thay vao
do, anh ta chi ném mot hon da nham tring phéc vao tén thoi kén, doan
quay lai d6i mat véi S6 Hai.

“Chién tranh ay a?” anh ta ndi.

“Phai!” S6 Hai khinh bi liéc Ford Prefect.

“Véi luc dia kia?”

“Phai! Chién tranh toan cuc! Cu0c chién sé két thiic moi cudc chién
khac!”

“Nhung & do con chwa c6 ngudi song!”

A, hay that, dam dong tham nghi, 1ap luan x4c dang lam.

Cai nhin ctia S6 Hai van chon von khong nao nting. Xét theo mat nay
thi mat han giong nhw hai con mudi vo ve day qua quyét cach mdi ta muai
phan ma nhat quyét khong chiu bi xua dudi bdi nhitng canh tay quat, nhitng
cai vi dap ruoi, hay nhitng t& bao cudn lai.

“Toi biét thé,” han noéi, “nhung réi mot ngay kia sé c6 ngudoi! Vi vay
chuing t6i da dé lai mot téi hau thw ngo.”

“Céi gi?”

“Va cho n6 mot vai can c quan sy.”

Co trwdng nhoai ngudi qua mép bon tam.

“Can c quan sy ay a, S6 Hai?” 6ng ta hoi.
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Trong thoang chdc hai con mat kia hoi chan chu.

“Vang thua ngai, 0 ding ra la can ¢ quan sv tiém nang. Thyc ra la...
cay.”

Thoang nghi ngai da hét, mat han vut nhw hai ngon roi qua dam khan
gia.

“Va,” han gam lén, “ching t6i da tham van mot con linh dwong!”

Han nhanh nhen kep khau sting Diét Cai Xet vao dwdi canh tay va
buwdc déu qua canh hon loan bay gio da né ra gitta dam dong say swa. Han
mdi chi di dwgce vai budce thi da dwgc tim 1dy va nang lén ngang vai dé
rwée di quanh khodng rirng trong.

Ford ng6i go go hai cuc da vao vdi nhau.

“Thé cac nguoi da lam dwgc gi khac?” anh ta hoi sau khi tiéng ho reo
da tat.

“Chung t6i da khai dong mot hoat dong van hda,” co nang tiép thi noi.

“Thé a?” Ford hoi.

“Vang. Mot trong so6 nhitng nha sdn xuat phim cta ching t6i da bat
dau quay mot bo phim tai liéu rat thu vi vé nhitng nguwdi ¢ hang ban xit.”

“Ho khong phai ngudi ¢ hang.”

“Nhin ho gidng nguoi & hang.”

“Ho c6 song trong hang khéng?”

“Ho song trong léu ma.”

“Cé Ié hang cua ho dang dugc trang tri lai,” mot ga vui tinh nao do
trong dam dong noi to.

Ford quay ngoat lai nhin ga nay.

“Bubn cwoi that,” anh ta néi, “nhwng cac nguwdi c6 nhan thay la ho
dang chét mon khéng?”
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Trén hanh trinh tr¢ vé, Ford va Arthur da di qua hai ng6i lang d6 nat
va xac nhiéu nguoi ban x& trong ring, ho da bo dén d6 ma chét. Nhitng
nguwoi con song thi c6 vé kho sd va do dan, nhw thé ho dang bi mot can
bénh vé tam than chit khong phdi vé thé xac. Ho di lai ué odi va mang mot
vé sau ndo vo han. Twong lai ctia ho da bi cuwép mat.

“Chét mon!” Ford nhac lai. “Cac nguwoi cé biét nhuw thé nghia la gi
khong?”

“0... chiing t6i khong nén ban bao hiém nhan tho cho ho?” gi vui tinh
kia lai néi.

Ford 1¢ ga di va khan khodn néi vGi cd dam dong.

“Cac nguoi co thé co hiéu la chi tir khi chiing ta dén day thi ho mdi bat
dau chét dan khong?” anh ta néi.

“Thuyc ra trong bd phim nay chuyén dé da dugc thé hién hay kinh 1én
duwgc,“co nang tiép thi néi, “va cho né mdt nut that day cam dong la chuan
muc lam nén mot phim tai liéu vi dai. Nha lam phim rat tan tam.”

“Han nén thé,” Ford lam bam.

“To6i nghi 1a ti€ép theo 6ng dy muén lam mot phim vé ngai ddy, co
tredng,” O gai nodi, quay lai néi vdi co tredng, ong ta dang ga gat nhu sap
ngu.

“O thé a?” 6ng ta giat minh tinh day, “hay qué nhi.”

“Ong 4y c6 hwdng tiép can rat y nghia, ngai biét khong, vé ganh ning
cua trach nhiém va sy co don ¢ ngoi chi huy...”

Co trwdng am  nghi vé chuyén nay trong choc 1at.

“O, t6i s& khong nhan manh khia canh dé dau,” cudi cling 6ng ta noi,
“lam sao ma c6 don dugc khi c6 vit cao su.”

Ong ta gio con vit léen va né nhan dvgc mot trang phao tay to dam
dong.

Su6t thoi gian do, nha tw van quan 1y c ngo6i im lang ham ham, an cac
dau ngon tay 1én thai dwong nhv mudn néi y dang doi va sé dgi ca ngay
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néu can thiét.
DPén lic nay thi y quyét dinh rét cudc y sé khong doi ca ngay, ma chi
vO nhu nira tiéng dong ho vira réi chwa hé xay ra.
Y ding day.
“Xin phép,” y néi gon, “chuyén sang van dé chinh sach tai chinh...”
“Chinh sach tai chinh!” Ford Prefect hua lén. “Chinh sach tai chinh!”

Nha tw van quéan ly ném cho anh ta m6t cai nhin ma chi con ca phoi
ma&i bat chuée duge.

“Chinh sach tai chinh...” y nhac lai, “t6i da noéi thé day.”

“Lam sao cac nguwoi co thé co tién,” Ford hoi, “néu khéng ai trong so
cac ngwoi lam ra cai gi ca? Tién dau cé moc trén cay.”

“Néu anh dé t6i tiép tuc...”

Ford rau 11 gat dau.

“Cam on. Ké tir khi ching t6i quyét dinh dung 14 cdy lam tién gidy
cach day may tuan, dwong nhién la tat ca ching t6i da tré nén vo cung giau

2 »

co.

Ford sttng s& nhin ddm déng vira ri ram vé dong tinh vira s& mo ting
xap 1a nhét trong bd quan 4o thé thao cta ho vé thém thuong.

“Nhung ching t6i cling da gap mdt van dé nho nho vé lam phat,” nha
tw van quan ly noi tiép, “vi lwgng cung 14 qua 16n, vi vay, theo nhu tinh
toan cua toi thi ty 1€ hién nay la ba canh rirng rung la méi mua dwgc mot
hat lac phi thuyén.”

Pam dong xi xao lo ngai. Nha tw van quan ly vay tay bao ho yén lang.

“Vi vay dé ngan ngrta van dé nay,” y ndi tiép, “va gia tang hiéu qua
gia tri cua 14, ching t6i sé bat dau mot chién dich triét 14 trén dién rong,
va... 0, dot trui hét rirng. T6i nghi tat ca ching ta déu dong tinh rang day la
mot quyét dinh rat hop 1é trong treong hop nay.”

Pam dong c6 vé ban khoan vé chuyén nay trong chéc lat cho téi khi
c6 ngudi chi ra rang viéc nay sé lam so6 14 trong tdi ho tang gia tri 1én dén
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mirc nao, thé 1a ho ho reo vui swéng va ditng bat day hoan hé nha tw van
quan ly. Nhitng nha kiém toan trong sé ho yén tri sé c6 mot mua thu day lgi
nhuan.

“Cac nguoi dién hét roi,” Ford Prefect nhan dinh.

“Cac nguoi hoan toan dé hoi,” anh ta 1én tiéng.

“Cac nguoi la mot 1 ro dai,” anh ta cho y kién.

Luong dw luan bat dau quay lung lai vdi anh ta. Chuyén bat dau nhw
mot man giai tri hét sdy thi gio, theo quan diém cua dam dong, da xudng
doc thanh mot bai chii ria, va vi bai chiti ria nay cht yéu nham vao ho,
nén ho khong con hoan nghénh no6 nira.

Cam thay gi6 da doi chiéu, c6 nang tiép thi quay sang anh ta.

“CoO 1é da dén lic hoéi xem anh lam gi su6t may thang nay, phai
khong?” co ta hoi. “Anh va mot ga hay xia miii nita da mat tich t* ngay
ching ta dén day.”

“Chung t6i da lam mot chuyén du hanh,” Ford néi. “Ching t6i di tim
hiéu vé hanh tinh nay.”

“Thé a,” c6 nang chua ngoa ndi, “nghe c6 vé chang hitu ich gi ca.”

“Khong u? Toi co tin mai cho co day, co em a. Chung toi da phat hién
ra twong lai caa hanh tinh nay.”

Ford doi cho ciu n6i nay tao hiéu &ng. Nhung né chang c6 hiéu tng
gi. Ho chang hiéu anh ta dang noi gi.

Anbh ta tiép tuc.

“Tw gio tré di cac nguwdi c6 quyét dinh lam gi di chang nira thi cling
chang dang gia mot cai pheéo cho6 hoang thoi hoac gi dau. Cit viéc doét ring,
lam gi cling dugc, sé chang thay doi dugc mdy nao. Lich st twong lai cta
cac nguoi da dién ra r6i. Cac nguwdi co6 hai triéu nam va chi thé thoi. Dén
hét hai triéu nam ay, cac ngudi sé chét hét, tuyét chung, bién luén cho khuat
mat. Nh@ ddy, hai triéu nam théi!”
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Pam dong lam bam vé khé chiu. Nhitng ngwoi mdi dot ngot giau 1én
nhw ho khéng can phdi nghe chuyén vé van nay. Coé 1é ho boa cho tén nay
mot hai cai 14 1a han sé di.

Ho khong can phai ban long. Ford da quay ngudi di ra khéi khoang
rirng trong, chi ding lai dé lac dau vdi S6 Hai dang na khau Diét Cai Xet
vao may cdi cay canh dé.

Anh ta quay lai mot 1an.

“Hai triéu nam!” anh ta néi va cuoi to.

“0,” co trudng néi véi mot nu cudi dan hoa, “van con thoi gian dé
tam thém vai lan nita. Ai dua ho t6i miéng bot bién dwgc khong? T6i méi
lam roi né xuéng bén kia.”
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CHUONG

Céch d6 chirng hon mét cdy so, trong ring, Arthur Dent ban biu véi viéc
dang lam dén noi anh khong nghe thay Ford Prefect tién lai.

Viéc anh dang lam kha la ky cuc, va né la thé nay: trén mot tang da
phang rong, anh da vach ra mét hinh vuong to, chia thanh mét tram sau
muoi chin 6 vuong nho hon, moéi chiéu muadi ba 6.

Thém vao d6 anh da nhat mot dong séi nho hoi det va vach 1én moi
vién s6i mot chit cai. U ril ngdi quanh tang da 1a hai ngwoi ban x1t con séng
sot, va Arthur Dent dang tim cdch nh6i vao dau ho cai khai niém la lung
nam trong nhitng vién da nay.

Cho téi gio thi ho c6 vé khong hiéu lam. Ho da dinh an may vién séi,
chon nhitng vién khéac, va ném so6 con lai di. Mai ro6i Arthur ciing thuyét
phuc dugc mot nguwdi trong s6 ho dat may vién soi 1én tang da anh da vach
dau, nhung thé 1a con it hon nhitng gi anh lam dwgc hom qua. Khong chi
nhué khi cua nhitng sinh vat nay dang xuéng doc nhanh chéng, ma dudng
nhu cé tri thong minh cua ho cling theo do6 suy giam.

bé dong vién ho, Arthur ty minh dat mét vai chit cai 1én mat da, roi co
khuyén khich nhitng ngwdi ban xit dat thém chir cai 1én.

Chang c6 tac dung gi.

Ford ditng canh mot cai cay gan do, lang 1€ quan sat.

“Khong,” Arthur néi v6i mot nguwdi ban xit dang di di mdy chit cai vé
chan chuwong vo cung, “chit Q dwgc muwoi diém, va né nam trén 6 nhan ba
ca ti, nén... t6i da giai thich luat choi cho cac anh r6i ma... khéng, khong,
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th6i nao, bo cai xwong ham xudng... théi duwgc réi, ching ta sé bat dau lai
tir dau. Va lan nay co tap trung vao nhé.”

Ford twa khuyu tay vao than cay va guc dau vao ban tay.

“Cau dang lam gi thé, Arthur?” anh ta khé hai.

Arthur giat minh ngang 1én. Anh dot nhién c6 cam gidc rang canh nay
nhin hoi ngé ngan. Anh chi biét héi anh bé, né da rat c6 tdc dung vdi anh.
Nhung hoi ddy moi chuyén da khac han, hay ding hon la sé khac han.

“Toi dang tim cach day nhitng nguoi & hang nay choi Scrabble,” anh
giai thich.

“Ho khong phai nguoi ¢ hang.”

“Nhin ho gidong nguoi & hang.”

Ford cho qua.

“Hiéu roi,” anh ta noi.

“Kho lam,” Arthur mét méi néi. “Tt duy nhat ho biét la hi'c nhung ho
lai khong biét viét n6 nhuw thé nao.”

Anh thé dai va ngoi nga ra.

“Cau lam thé dé lam gi?” Ford hai.

“Chung ta phdi khuyén khich ho tién héa! Bé ho phat trién!” Arthur
noi déa. Anh mong la tiéng thd dai ndo nudt réi con gian co6 thé gidm bot
phan nao cai cdm giac thady minh ngé ngan dang lan at trong anh. Nhung
khong dugc. Anh ditng bat day.

“Cau co6 thé twéng twgng thé gidi sé thé nao néu la hau dué caa cai
Iii... ngu si dén day cung ching ta khong?”

“Twéng twgng dy a?” Ford nhwdn may héi. “Ching ta khong can phai
twong twgng. Chung ta da nhin thay no roi day théi.”

“Nhung...” Arthur khua tay vé tuyét vong.

“Chuing ta da nhin thay n6 r6i,” Ford noéi, “khéng c6é cach nao thoat
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ca.
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Arthur co chan da mot tang da.

“Cau c6 cho ho biét cai chiing ta da phat hién ra khong?” anh hoi.

“H&?” Ford noi, khong dé y.

“O Na Uy ay,” Arthur néi. “Chit ky cta Slartibartfast trong song bang.
Cau c6 ndi cho ho biét khéng?”

“N6i dé lam gi?” Ford héi. “Né c6 nghia gi vGi ho chi?”

“Nghia ay a?” Arthur kéu 1én. “Nghia ay a? Cau biét thtra n6 c6 nghia
gi ma. N6 nghia la hanh tinh nay la Trai Bat! Pay la qué hwong cuia toi!
Pay la noi toi da dugc sinh ra!”

“Pa u?” Ford noi.

“0 thi 1a sé dwgc sinh ra.”

“Phai, sau hai triéu nam nita. Sao cau khong di ma bao ho dy? Ra do
va bado ho, ‘Xin 16i, t6i chi mudn néi rang hai triéu nam nita t6i sé dugc
sinh ra cach day vai cay s6.” Dé xem ho sé noéi gi. Ho sé dudi ciu 1én cay
roi dot cai cay.”

Arthur rau 1 nghién ngam diéu nay.

“Chap nhan di,” Ford néi, “li dan & dang kia md&i chinh la to tién cta
cau, chir khong phai nhitng sinh vat khon kho nay.”

Anh ta dén cho nhitng ngwoi vegn dang do dan day day nhitng chir cai
bang da. Anh ta lac dau.

“Cat bo Scrabble di, Arthur,” anh ta néi, “né sé khong citu dugc loai
nguwoi dau, vi nhitng sinh vat nay sé khong tr@ thanh loai ngwoi. Loai nguoi
hién gio dang ngo6i quanh mot tang da & phia bén kia doi va lam phim tai
liéu vé ban than minh.”

Arthur nhan mat.

“Chac phai c6 diéu gi d6 ching ta lam dugce chit,” anh néi. Mot noi
phién mudn vo bo bén tran qua ngwdi anh khi anh nghi rang minh dang &
day, trén Trai Dat, Trai Dat da bi mat twong lai vi mot tham hoa khung
khiép at o, va gio dwong nhuw da mat ca qua khit nita.
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“Khong,” Ford noi, “ching ta chang lam gi duwgc hét. Chuyén nay
khong hé thay doi lich st ctia Trai DBat, cau hiéu khéng, ma day chinh la
lich st ctia Trai Bat. Du thich hay khong thi t6 tién cta cau van c 1a ngudoi
Golgafrincham. Hai triéu nam nita ho sé bi bon Vog tiéu diét. Lich st
khong bao gio bi thay doi, né chi khdp vao nhau nhu tro xép hinh dy. Cudc
doi that buon cwoi, phai khong?”

Anh ta nhat chi* Q 1én va ném vao bui thuy lap ¢ dang xa, tring vao
mot con tho con. Con thé chay vut di trong khiép hai va khong dirng lai cho
tGi khi n6 bi mot con céo vo tring va an thit, con cdo nay mac nghen xuong
thé va chét trén bod mdt dong sudi, roi xac né bi dong sudi cuon di.

Trong may tuan sau, Ford Prefect nén tw i va bat dau ho hen v&i mot
co gai da ting 1a quan ly nhan sy trén Golgafrincham, va anh ta hét sitc dau
kho khi c¢6 dot ngot qua doi do uéng nwdc ¢ mot cai ao da bi nhiém doc vi
xac cdo. Bai hoc duy nhat cé thé rit ra tir cau chuyén nay la ta khong bao
gio nén ném chir Q vao mot bui thay lap, nhueng that khong may c6 nhitng
lic diéu dé 1a khong thé tranh khai.

Nhw phan 16n nhitng diéu quan trong that s trong cudc song, chudi sy
kién nay hoan toan vo hinh ddi v6i Ford Prefect va Arthur Dent. Ho dang
buon ba nhin mot ngwdi ban x& 1 rlii ddy may chit cai vong quanh.

“Ga nguoi 6 hang t0i nghiép,” Arthur néi.

“Ho khong phai...”

“Cai gi co?”

“Thoi bo di,” Ford noi.

Sinh vat khon kho kia hi 1én mot tiéng ndo 1ong va dap 1én tang da.

“Chi ton thoi gian v6 ich véi ho thdi, phai khong?” Arthur hoi.

“U v gu gu,” nguwoi ban x kia 1am bam va lai dap lén tang da.

“Ho da bi dam nhan vién vé sinh dién thoai vigt mat trong tién hda.”

“U, gir gr, gir!” nguwdoi ban xit kia van ndi va khong ngirng dap 1én
tang da.
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“Sao han c dap 1én tang da thé?” Arthur hoi.

“T6i doan han mudn cau chaoi tiép Scrabble v§i han ta ddy,” Ford ndi.
“Han dang chi vao cac chit cai kia.”

“Chac lai viét ra ti crzjgrdwldiwdc r6i, t0i nghiép. To6i da bao han mai
16i, trong tw crzjgrdwldiwdc chi c6 mot chir g thoi.”

Nguoi ban xtt kia lai dap 1én tang da.

Ho nhin qua vai han.

Mat ho tron 1én.

O d6, gitta dong chit cai, 1 muwdi chit di dugc xép thanh mot hang
thang.

Chung tao thanh ba tw.

Ba tw do la:

“Bon Mwoi Hai.”

“Gur gir gr,” nguoi ban x1¢ phan bua. Han gian dir gat dong chit cai di
va dén tho than dudi goc cay gan dé cung ban minh.

Ford va Arthur nhin han. R6i ho nhin nhau.

“Pdy c6 phai la tr ma t6i nghi khong?” ho cung héi nhau.

“Pung,” ca hai cung tra 10i.

“Bon muoi hai,” Arthur noi.

“Bon muoi hai,” Ford noi.

Arthur chay dén choé hai nguwdi ban xi.

“Céac anh dang tim cach néi gi v6i ching t6i?” anh hét 1én. “Diéu dé
c6 nghia la gi?”

Mot ngudi lan tron ra dat, da cang lén khong trung, roi lai lan tron va
ngu thiép di.

Nguwoi kia nhdy tot 1én cay va ném hat dé ngwa vao Ford Prefect. Du
ho ¢6 mudn néi gi di chang nita thi ho cling da no6i xong roi.

“Cau biét thé c6 nghia la gi ma,” Ford néi.
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“Khong han.”

“Bon muoi hai la con s6 ma Nghi Sau dwa ra lam Cau Tra Loi Toi
Thugng.”

“Phai.”

“Va Trai Dat 1a cdi may tinh ma Nghi Sau da thiét ké va ché tao dé
tinh toan Cau Hoi danh cho Cau Tra Loi T6i Thuwong.”

“Thi ching ta dugc chi dan dé tin nhw vay.”

“Va doi song hitu co la mot phan ctia ma tran mdy tinh.”

“U thi cit cho 1a nhw thé di.”

“Pung la nhu thé day. Diéu d6 c6 nghia la nhitng ngwoi ban x& nay,
nhitng nguwdi vieon nay la mot phan noi tai ctia chwong trinh may tinh, con
ching ta va dam nguoi Golgafrincham thi khong.”

“Nhung nhitng nguwoi & hang nay dang chét dan va ré rang la nguoi
Golgafrincham sé thé cho ho.”

“Chinh xac. Vi th€ cau hiéu diéu nay c6 nghia la gi r6i day.”

“Gi cg?”

“Roi beng cé r6i,” Ford Prefect noi.

Arthur nhin quanh minh.

“Hanh tinh khon kho that,” anh néi.

Ford ngam nghi héi lau.

“Nhuwng chac ciling phéi c6 két qua gi dé chit,” cudi cung anh ta noi,
“vi Marvin néi né thdy Cau Hoéi in vao séng nao ctia cau ma.”

“Nhung...”

“Cé 1€ do la cau hai sai, hodc la cau hoi dung nhung bi léch lac di.
Néu chting ta tim thay no, ta sé c6 manh moi. Tuy t6i chang biét tim bang
cach nao.”

Ho di vo van hoi lau. Arthur ng6i xuong dat va bat dau nhé nhé may
tim cd, nhung thdy day la mot cong viéc ma anh kho cé thé chuyén tam

https://thuviensach.vn



dwgce. Anh khong thé tin vao co, nhitng céi cay ciing c6 vé vo nghia, nhitng
ngon doéi nhap nho nhw chi nhdp nhd chang vi cai gi, con twong lai thi chi
nhw mot dwong ham ta phai bo qua.

Ford loay hoay vdi cai may Cam Bién Ty Dong Ha Etha. N6 im lim.
Anh ta thé dai va cat né di.

Arthur nhat 1én mot vién da khac chit cai tt bd Scrabble tw ché caa
minh. La chi T. Anh thd dai va lai dat né xuéng. Chi ti€p theo anh dat
canh né la chit U. Thé la thanh chit UT. Anh ném thém mét chit nita xuong
canh chung. Tinh c@ do6 lai la chit C. Bang vao mot sy trung hop la ky, cai
t* anh xép dugc lai thé hién ding cdm xuc cta Arthur vao lic nay. Anh
nhin tr d6 mot hoi. Anh khong hé c6 y lam vay, tat ca chi la ngau nhién.
Nao anh i ti* vao s6 mot.

“Ford nay,” d6t nhién anh ndi, “néu Cau Héi dwgc in vao mo hinh
song nao cua t6i ma t6i khéng cé y thitc gi vé né, thi han né phai nam dau
do trong tiém thitc cua t6i.”

“U, chic vay.”

“Co thé c6 cach dé lam nhitng s6ng tiém thirc d6 hién ra.”

“Thé a?”

“U, biing cach st dung mot yéu t6 ngau nhién c6 thé thanh hinh nho
mo hinh d6.”

“Vi du nhu la gi?”

“Nhw 1a 1dy cac chit cai Scrabble ra khoi bao trong lic bi bit mat
chang han.”

Ford nhdy bat day.

“Thong minh lam!” anh ta néi. Anh ta 16i cai khan tam ra khéi tdi va
chi bang may nut that da khéo 1éo bién né thanh mét cai bao.

“Tuyét do6i dién,” anh ta ndi, “hoan toan ngé ngan. Nhung ching ta sé
lam vay vi n6 la diéu ngé ngan thong minh tuyét voi. Nhanh 1én, nhanh
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léen.
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Mat troi lui ra sau mot ddm may cho phai phép. May giot mwa rau 11
rac xuong.

Ho don nhitng chit cai con lai cho vao cai bao. Ho lac ky.

“Roi,” Ford noéi, “nham mat vao. LAy ra di. Nhanh Ién, nhanh 1én,
nhanh 1én.”

Arthur nham mat va tho tay vao cai khan day nhitng vién séi. Anh luc
loi trong do r6i 16i ra hai chit va dua cho Ford. Ford dat ching 1én nén dat
theo dung thit ty.

“T...,” Ford noi. “A... Ta!”

Anh ta chép mat.

“To6i nghi 1a cé tac dung day!” anh ta ndi.

Arthur dua thém cho anh ta ba chit nita.

“P, U, O... Buo. O, c6 1& 1a khdng dugc,” Ford néi.

“Theém ba chi¥ nira day.”

“C, B, A... Buocba... Toi e 1a né chang c6 nghia gi hét.” Arthur 16i ra
thém sau chir nita. Ford dat ching vao ding cho.

“O, N, H, I, E, U... deocbaonhiéu... Pwgc bao nhiéu!” Ford reo 1én.
“Co tac dung roi! That ky diéu, c6 tac dung roi!”

“Nita day.” Arthur dién cuong ném cac chit cai ra nhanh hét mic c6
thé.

“N, E, U,” Ford doc, “P, E, M... N, H, A, N... Ta dugc bao nhiéu néu
dem nhan... S, A, U... squ... V, O, I... v6i, sau v0i... ta dugc bao nhiéu
néu dem nhan sau vdi... C, H, I, N sau vdi chin...” Anh ta ngirng lai. “Nao,
chir tiép theo dau?”

“0, hét roi,” Arthur néi, “trong khan chi c6 thé.”

Anh ngo6i nga ra vé boi roi.

Anh luc loi trong cai khan that nit nhung qua thyc chang con chir cai
nao nita.
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“Y cau la chi c6 thé thoi a?” Ford noi.
“Thé thoi.”
“Sau nhan chin. Bon muoi hai.”

“Thé thoi. Tat ca chi c6 thé.”
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CHUONG

Mét troi xuat hién va vui vé mim cwdi véi ho. Cé tiéng chim hét. Mot lan
gi6 dm nhe thoi qua tan cdy, lam nhitng déa hoa ngang dau lén va dwa
hwong ctia ching di khap ritng. Mot con con triung vo ve bay qua dé lam cai
viéc ma cac con con trung van lam vao cudi budi chiéu. Cé tiéng néi du
duwong vang qua nhitng than cay, va theo sau dé la hai c6 gai, ho dirng lai
ngac nhién trvdc canh Ford Prefect va Arthur Dent nam trén dat nhw dang
dau dén, nhung ky thwe 1a ho dang cuwdi khong thanh tiéng dén rung ca
nguoi.

“Khong, dirng di,” Ford Prefect goi gitta nhitng tiéng thd hon hén, “chi
lat nita ching toi sé ndi chuyén véi cac c6.”

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?” mot trong hai 6 gai hoi. Co6 cao va manh dé hon
nguwoi kia. Khi & Golgafrincham c6 da lam quéan ly nhan sy cap dudi,
nhung c6 khong thich cong viéc do lam.

Ford c6 binh tinh lai.

“T6i xin 16i,” anh ta ndéi, “xin chao. T6i va ban t6i chi dang suy ngam
vé y nghia si song ma thoéi. Mot bai tap vo bo.”

“A, thi ra la anh,” c6 géi néi, “anh da ti bién minh thanh thang ngéc
lic ban chiéu day. Mdi dau anh rat thu vi, nhung r6i anh huyén thuyén
dong dai qua.”

“Thé a? O phai.”

“U, ma dé 1am gi co chi?” co gai kia héi, cd thap hon va c6 khudn
mat tron. Co la gidam doéc nghé thuat cho mot cong ty quang cdo nho &
Golgafrincham. Bat ké nhitng thiéu thon trén hanh tinh nay, hang dém c6

https://thuviensach.vn



van di nga véi cam giac biét on vo bo 1a du sang mai minh c6 phai doi mat
v6i céi gi di chang nita thi cling khéng phai 1a mo6t trdm tdm anh gan nhw
giong hét nhau chup mét tuyp thuéc danh rang dugc chiéu sang ma ao.

“Pé lam gi ay a? Chang dé lam gi ca. Chang cai gi dé lam gi ca,” Ford
Prefect vui vé tra 16i. “M0i cac c6 ngoi cung ching t6i. Toi la Ford, day la
Arthur. Ching t6i sap stta khong lam gi cd mé6t thoi gian, nhung dé sau
cling dugc.”

Hai c6 gai nghi ngai nhin ho.

“Toi la Agda,” co gai cao hon noi, “con day la Mella.” “Xin chao
Agda, xin chao Mella,” Ford noi.

“Anh c6 ndi bao gio khong?” Mella hai Arthur.

“MOot lic nao do téi sé noi,” Arthur mim cuwoi dap, “nhung khong
nhiéu bang Ford.”

“Tot.”

Im lang mot thoang.

“Anh ndi ching t6i chi c6 hai triéu nam la sao?” Agda hoéi. “T6i chang
hiéu gi ca.”

“A, chuyén do6 ay a,” Ford néi. “Khdng quan trong.” “Chi 1a thé gi6i
sé bi san phang dé ldy cho xdy dwong cao toc siéu khong gian,” Arthur
nhtn vai néi. “Nhung ti* gid dén lic dé con hai triéu nam nita co, ma hon
nita cling chi 1a bon Vog lam cai ma bon Vog van lam.”

“Bon Vog ay a?” Mella héi.

“U, cac c6 khong biét ching dau.”

“Cac anh lay cai y twdng nay & dau ra?”

“Thuc sy la khéng quan trong gi dau. N6 chi nhv mot giac mo trong
qua khtt, hay trong twong lai th6i.” Arthur mim cuwdi va nhin di cho khac.

“Anh c6 thay lo vi minh ndi nang chang c6 nghia ly gi khong?” Agda
héi.
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“Nghe nay, quén di,” Ford no6i, “quén hét di. Khong c6 gi quan trong
cad. Pang la mot ngay dep troi, hay tan hwong di. Mat troi, doi ndi xanh,
song chdy dwdi thung liing, cay dang boc chay.”

“Cho du do6 chi la mot gidc mo thi n6 ciing la mot y nghi kha kinh
khuing,” Mella no6i, “ai doi lai pha ca mot hanh tinh dé xay duwong cao t6c.”

“0, toi da nghe chuyén con kinh khiing hon thé,” Ford néi. “Téi doc
dugce la c6 mot hanh tinh & chiéu khong gian thit bdy dugc dung lam bong
trong mot van bi-a gitta cac thién ha. N6 bi danh thang vao ho den. Mot
chuc ty nguoi chét.”

“Pien that,” Mella néi.

“U, ma chi duwgc ba muoi diém thoi chit.”

Agda va Mella liéc nhau.

“Nay,” Agda n6i, “sau buoi hop uy ban t6i nay sé c6 tiéc day. Cac anh
c6 thé dén du néu thich.”

“U, 6 ké,” Ford néi.

“T6i rat san long,” Arthur noi.

Nhiéu gio dong ho sau, Arthur va Mella ng6i ngam mat trang moc 1én
trén quang anh sang doé duc phat ra tir nhitng than cay.

“Chuyén vé thé gidi bi pha hiy 4y ma...” Mella mé 10i.

“Hai triéu nam nita, phai.”

“Anh ndi nhw thé anh tin d6 la sy that ay.”

“Phai, t6i nghi no6 la that. T6i nghi t6i da c6 mat ¢ dé.”

Co lac dau vé kho hiéu.

“Anh dung la ky cuc,” co noi.

“Khong, toi rat binh thwong thoi,” Arthur noi, “nhuwng nhiéu diéu rat
ky cuc da xdy ra véi t6i. Co c6 thé néi t6i bi ngwdi ta khac chit khong phai
toi khac nguoi ta.”
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“Con cai thé giéi ma ban anh da néi dén, cai thé gidi bi day vao ho
den ay.”

“A, céi day thi toi khong biét. Nghe nhu trong cudn sach ay.”

“Sach gi?”

Arthur ngung 10i.

“Bi kip qud giang vao Ngdn Ha,” cudi cung anh noi.

“N6 la cai gi?”

“A, chi 1a mot thi t6i ném xudng soéng hoi t6i thoi. T6i nghi tdi sé
khong can dung dén né nita,” Arthur Dent noi.
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Apres vie trong tiéng Phap cling c6 nghia la kiép sau (BT).
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