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Chuong 1: Phan Mé Dau

NHUNG HAU DUE CUA VUA BbO
buogc goi la nhitng dia tré dugc ban phép thuat

Manfred Bloor: Con trai 6ng hiéu treéng Hoc Vién Bloor. Manfred la
hau dué cta Borlath, con trai cd cia Vua D4. Borlath 1a mot tén bao chua
doc tai.

Naren Bloor: Con gai nudi cua Bartholomew Bloor. Naren c6 thé phat di
nhitng thong diép tir khoang cach xa. Co bé thudc dong doi cua mot nguoi
chéu trai cia Vua Bé bi bon cuép bién bat coc va mang téi Trung Hoa.

Asa Pike: Asa nguoi thu l1a chat ctia mot bo lac séng ¢ nhitng khu ritng
phia Bac c6 truyén thong nudi duwdng tha hoang da ky di. Asa cé thé bién
hinh vao ltc troi toi.

Billy Raven: Billy c6 kha nang trao doi thong tin vi tha vat. Mot trong
nhirng t6 tién ctia no6 c6 tai néi chuyén vdi 1 qua hay dau trén gia treo co,

noi treo thay t tdi. Vi tai nay ma 6ng bi dudi khéi lang ctia minh.

Lysander Sage: Chat dich ton cia mot nha thong thai nguwoi Phi Chau.
Cau c6 phép goi hon t6 tién tam linh cta minh.

Tancred Torsson: Ngudi goi bao. T tién goc Scandinavi ctia cau la Thor,
dwa theo tén ctia than sdm. Tancred biét tao nén gio, mwa, sam va chép.
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Gabriel Silk: Gabriel c6 thé cdm nhan dugce y nghi va cam xtc cia ngudi
khac qua 4o quan ctia ho. Cau xuat than tr mét dong ho nhitng nha tam linh
hoc.

Emma Tolly: Emma c6 thé bay. Ho ctia c6 cé xuat xi tit mot hiép si
nguwoi Tay Ban Nha. Vua Do da cwdi con gai ngai, vi vay hiép si nay cling
1a to tién cua tat cd nhitng nguwdi dugc ban phép thuat.

Charlie Bone: Charlie c6 phép di vo hinh chup va hinh vé. Tt dong ho
bén cha, cau la hau dué cia Vua Pé, con vé bén dong ho me, cau thudc
dong doi cua Mathonwy, thay phap x& Glan, ban tdm giao ctia Vua Dé.

Dorcas Loom: Dorcas c6 thé ém buia vao quan do. Ba tang t6 ctia no,
Lola Defarge, chinh la ké da dan chiéc khan choang teo rit trong khi thich
thd chitng kién cudc hanh hinh Hoang hau nwéc Phap nam 1793.

Idith va Inez Branko: Hai chi em sinh doi siéu nang, c6 ho hang xa véi
Zelda Dobinski (co nay da roi hoc vien Bloor).

Joshua Tilpin: Joshua c6 thé phat ra tir tinh. T6 tién ctia né dén nay van
con la mot an s6. Tham chi gia dinh Bloor cling khong biét chac n6 song &
dau. N6 von ty minh dén ctta hoc vién va ty gidi thiéu danh tdnh. Hoc phi
cua no6 dugc chi trad thong qua mot ngan hang tu.

Una Onimous: Chau gai cia 6ng Onimous. Una méi 5 tudi va tai phép
ctia 0 bé dugc gitr bi mat cho dén chirng nao tu birng phat.

Olivia Vertigo: Hau dué ctia Guanhamara, mét nguwdi con da chay trén
khéi 1au dai ctia Vua d6, sau d6 cuéi hoang tiv nudc Y. Olivia 1a ngudi tao

do anh. Gia dinh Bloor khong biét vé tai phép cua Olivia.

PHAN MO PAU
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Vua B4 cuing ngwoi ban dao buwéce trong ritng. Lic ay dang do thu vang,
14 rung quanh ho nhw nhitng dong tién xu ryc rd. Nha vua cao 16n, mai toc
den khong mot sgi bac va lan da sém mau khéng mot nép nhan, thé nhung,
vé du sau trong mat ngai thi da nhw c6 tir hang thé ky.

Mathonwy thay phap dang ngudi manh khanh. Téc va rau quai nén trang
bac, lung cong do nhiéu ndm séng trong ritng. Ong mic 4o chiing mau
xanh cta nita dém, diém nhitng vi sao nhat nhoa.

Cach muoi budc dang sau hai nguwdi c6 ba con bdo meo; gio chiing da
gia, khong con nhanh nhen nhu triéc, nhwng anh mat cham cham cta
chiing van khong bao gio chéch khaéi bong hinh nha vua. Ngai vira 1a chu
nhan vira la ban cta chiing, va néu ngai phai di qua Itta, ching ciing san
sang budc theo ngai.

Mathonwy bdi roi. Biét rd day chang phai la mot cudc dao choi than tinh
nhw moi khi van hay di véi nha vua. Hom nay nhip chan ho c6 mot muc
dich sau xa. Méi buéc di moi dwa ho roi xa thé gidi loai ngwdi va dén gan
hon vai trai tim cta rung.

Cudi cung ho t¢i mot trang trong, noi ma ngay ca 1a chét cling im lim. Co
trng sac mat ong va nhitng cay tao gai chd nang nhitng chum qua mong
mau doé twoi. Mathonwy ng6i nghi trén mot than cay do, nhung nha vua van
ding, nguéc 1én nhin qua ddm canh cay tro trui. Bau trdi da chuyén sang
mau dé nhw Itra, nhung ngay gitta mot dai xanh dam nhat, ngbi sao dau tién
da bat dau hién ra.

“Chung ta dot Itva Ién di nhi,” nha vua dé nghi.

Mathonwy rat thich nhitng dong Itta dot ngoai troi. Vira thu gom moi Iita,
ong vira cat giong hat bang tiéng x1t Gan; bai hat vui nhon gitup 6ng che
giau noi kinh hoang trong tim. Lay nhanh cay chét kho lam bui nhui, chang
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may chdc ho da c6 mot ngon ltva nho reo ti tach. Mot cot khoi méng boc
qua ritng cdy va nha vua kéu lén dé la mui ngot ngao nhat trén doi.

Gio thi... Mathonwy nghi. Gid thi, ngai sap stta yéu cau minh day.
Nhung ma chua dau.

“Trwdc tién la 1t méo,” nha vua noi. “Ching khong thé séng sét 1au thém
nita dau trén manh dat rat nhitng mua dong gia lanh va nhitng phwdng san
tan bao. Hay lai day, nhitng sinh vat tuyét voi cua ta.”

L bdo méo buwdc dén bén nha vua. Chung ru rit dui dau vao ban tay
ngai.

“Pa dén lic cho cac nguoi khoac bd 16ng mdi roi,” nha vua bao ching.
“Hay tim mot chd nhan tot di, bai vi bay gid chi nhan nay can phai roi xa
cac nguoi.”

Vay la da r6. Mathonwy rung minh. Nha vua sé di mdi madi. Khu ring sé
trong vang biét bao khi khong con ngwdi ban van rét day tam tri 6ng nhitng
diéu ky diéu, chia sé y nghi v@i ong, gidi dap nhitng thac mac ctia 6ng,
cung 6ng chuyén tro ti Iic mat troi 1én dén ldc trang ta.

Nha vua sdi nhitng buéc dai, déu dan vong quanh dong ltra, véi i bao
meo theo sat got ngai, vong quanh, vong quanh, vong quanh.

“Hay trong nom cac con cua ta,” nha vua ra lénh cho chiang. “Hay truy
tim hau dué caa nhitng da con lvu lac cua ta: cac con trai con gai cua
Amadis diing cam va Petrello lanh 1gi, nhitng dita con cia Guanhamara diu
dang va Tolemeo thong thai, cung chau chat dita con 1t ctua ta, Amoret.
Hay giup d& chung, nhitng chi meo trung thanh, hay bao vé cho ching
dwoc an toan.”
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Khi nha vua bwdc xa roi, nhithg con meo 16n van tiép tuc quay tron lay
déng lra. Chung chay, chiing nhdy, ching lao vun vit.

Nha vua vieeon thang hai canh tay 1én, miéng ngam nga. “H&i liva sang,
Mat troi ric va Sao vang! Hay canh gilt cac con ta bang tat ca trai tim
hoang da cta cac nguoi. Hay song an toan trong thé gidi loai nguoi, nhung
van luén vinh vién la chinh cac nguoi.”

Mathonwy truéc day da chitng kién biét bao cau niém chu kiéu thé nay
r6i, nhung dém nay phép thuat ctia nha vua toat 1én mot vé dep dac biét.
Nhitng con bdo méo bay vun vut, thoat bién thanh mot vong Itva. Ban
nhitng tia Itta 1én cdy, va nhitng quang sang chéi loa trong nhw két trang
hoa cho canh 14, va tdam dam trang trong trong bay sac cau vong bién ao
khong ngirng. Khi nha vua buéng hai tay xuong thi vong Itra ciing phai
nhanh — 14 bao meéo da ra di.

Mathonwy bat day, “Ching dau r6i?”

Nha vua chi mdt cdi cay sau lung thay phap. Trén mot canh thap c6 ba
con meo dang ngbi. Mot con mau dong, mot con mau cam lira, va con cudi
cung giong nhw mot ngdi sao vang nhat.

“Trong kia! Dwong Cuu, Sw Tt va Nhan Ma. Long ching da thay doi,
nhung ta van biét rd con nao la con nao.” Nha vua pha 1én cuwdoi hé ha, hai
long vdi cau than chd ctia minh. “Con bay gid dén lwot ta.”

Mathonwy thé dai. Tt trong nhitng nép gap 4o chung ctia minh, 6ng rit
ra mot cay dlia manh mai bang go tan bi — cay diia phép cua o6ng. “Ngai
muon than lam gi nao?”

Nha vua nhin 6ng. “Khu ritng da tré¢ thanh nha cia ta. Mang 16t mot cai
cay han sé thich hgp vai ta.”
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“Ngai dau can sy trg giip cua than dé lam diéu d6,” thay phap noi. “Phép
bién hinh véi ngai ciing ty nhién nhw chuyén bay véi chim choc vay.”

Nha vua nhin nguwdi ban duy nhat cia minh. “Bién hinh khéng phai 1a
thit ta can, Mathonwy a. Ta khao khat mét sy bién doi vinh hang. Dinh
ménh da an bai cho ta phai bat diét, thi ta muén trit bé hinh hai con ngudi
ctia minh, dé mang mdt dién mao hién hoa hon.”

“Ngai muon song doi doi 1a mot cai cay sao?” Mathonwy héi. “Mot cai
cay khong néi, khong chuyén dong? Ngd nhd ngudi ta tdi va don ca khu
ring thi sao?”

Nha vua nghién ngam diéu nay. “Co lé ta sé hoc cach dich chuyén,” ngai
néi véi nu cwdi ranh manh. “Pirng dau budn, ban cua ta oi. Bém qua ta da
trong thady mot cau bé lan trong may va ta biét né la mot trong nhitng dita
con cua ta. Mot dita con trong twong lai. Va hdy lang nghe ta néi nay,
Mathonwy: Ta biét n6 cling bat nguon tir dong doi cua 6ng nita. Biét duwgc
nhw thé mang lai cho ta khoanh khac hanh phic v6 ngan. Nao, bay gio ta
cam thdy Vua Do c6 thé rdi bé thé gidi nay r6i.”

“R0i bé thé gigi va roi bé ca than,” Mathonwy néi ma khong t6 ra chua
chat, bdi vi ong mirng khi biét mot ngay kia huyét théng ctia minh sé nhap
vao v6i huyét thong cua nha vua.

“Pirng ghen ti vdi ta cai an hué nay nhé,” nha vua nai ni. “Néu ta lam
mot minh, e rang ta sé bi cAm dé ma tré vé mat. Chi c6 6ng mdi c6 thé bao
dam trang thai vinh ctru cho sy bién doi cda ta. Ta yéu dudi lam, ban cua ta.
Ta thong thé ganh noi ndi sdu dau cia minh lau thém dwgc nita.”

Mathonwy khé thé dai. “Than sé lam nhw ngai bdo. Nhung xin hay tha
16i cho than néu nhw than khong tao tac cai cay theo ding nhw cach ngai
twdng twong.”
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Nha vua mim cwoi, nhing r6i, dau ngai da van tat ca sitc manh hau
chong choi néi u buodn, vay ma, n6 lai bat dau ché ngy ngai, che mo mat
ngai bang nhitng giot nwdc mat.

Trong long tran ngap sw cam théng vdi nha vua, thay phap bén nhanh
chéng bét tay vao thyc hién bon phan cta minh. Ong cham dau cay diia
phép bang go tan bi vao vai ban, sau do6 vdi tay dinh g& chiéc virong mién
xuong. Nhung khéi vong vang thanh manh ay cit bam chat 1ay nhitng lon
toc den ctia nha vua, dén no6i Mathonwy phai dé né nam lai ding noi né
phai nam.

Nha vua madc chiéc do thung dét tir sgi gai dau thé ma ngai van mac ké tir
khi vao song trong rirng. Khi ngai nang doi ban tay 1én, hai 6ng tay do ciing
rap rét ngugc trd xuong va bén dwédi canh tay ngai, nhitng chéi non mon
maén xanh ngat tir than thé ngai dam ra. Mathonwy go dau gay phép vao
nhitng choi non ay, thé la ching bat dau day lén. Pau nha vua vueon cao,
than hinh ngai cang gian ra, cao 1én, cao 1én nita, rong ra, rong ra nita. La
bat dau bao phu lay canh tira nhw nhitng cai gwong ti hon phan chiéu sac
thai cua khu ri'ng mua thu va ngon Itta do vang.

L méo givong nhuwng cdp mat sang ruc 1én chiém ngwdng su bién doi
ctia chd nhan. Ching nhin thay phap nhdy quanh nha vua, cay diia phép ban
ra titng chum Itta, 4o chuing den bay phap phdi, téc bay bong bénh nhw nui
bong ké. O kia, nhitng con méo bét dau ngao thét, bai vi chi nhan caa
chiing dang bién mat — chi con moi dinh dau ngai con Iwu lai trén tit ngon
cay bung chay anh hao quang. Va, nhitng duwong nét than thwong cta ngai
tir t* mo' di, nwdc mat tuodn ra tir doi mat den cia ngai chdy xudng thanh
mot dong do tuoi.

“Oi, cac con cua ta!” Nha vua thd dai. Va ro6i ngai di mat.

Nhwng dong nwdc mat van chdy, han sau thanh nhitng dwong ranh xé trén
than cay, do nhur mau.
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Mathonwy that kinh nhin tran tréi vao nhitng dong nuéc mét ay. Ong c6
van diia phép chan ching lai, nhing ching van ci tuon roi. Vay 1a, triéu
h6i hét thay tri khon, tho ca va phép thuat cé trong hon, Mathonwy tung ra
10i nguyén:

“MGt ngay nao do, ban cua toi oi, cdc con ngai sé dén tim ngai, va 0i,
ngay ay sé huy hoang xiét bao!”
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CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
VUA AN MINH

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 2: Mgt Gio Chét Chéc

Tuyét giang kin khong trung — tuyét roi day va nhanh, dé6 dong xuéng
thanh pho dang ngu say, nhuw thé c6 sitc che ché cho thanh phd duwoc an
lanh. Mot tdm chan budng xudng dé bao phu lay thé lyc doc ac ma ké nao
d6 dang nhat quyét tha song ra.

D6 la tuan thit hai ciua thang Giéng, mot thoi diém ma tuyét roi chang
phai la chuyén la lung, thé nhung thit tuyét nay khong phai la tuyét binh
thuwong. Trén ngon doi nhin xudng thanh phd c6 mét chi bé ding giang
rong hai canh tay, nhw chuan bi bay. Khi gié quat 1én than thé chd, nhitng
dun may tuyét lién réo cuén cudn vao trong hai 6ng tay ao rong, luén bén
dwéi chiéc 4o chung xanh 14 cay ctia chu. Tancred Torsson c6 thé triéu hoi
mua, gié, sam, chdp nhuwng day la lan dau tién chu thit tao ra tuyét. Va tai
sao chu lai phéi ditng day, ngay gitta dém khuya thanh vang, dé triéu hoéi
tuyét? Bai vi c6 ba con méo da leo 1én tan bau ctra s6 nha chud kéu ngao
ngao danh thitc chi day. Choang voi chiéc do chung ra ngoai bo do ngg,
Tancred buon ba lao ra ngoai man dém.

Nhitng con méo dén chi & ctra triedc, va trong khi ba me chd van nga
(cha chi ngdy nhw sdm rén vang khap ngoi nha), cha di theo ba sinh vat
phat sang ruc rd bang qua mét con hém t6i hu v6i mot swon déi 1ong gid, &
ddy chu c6 thé tréng rd anh dén thanh pho nhap nhay bén dudi. Téi noi r6i,
1ii méo nhin trirng trirng, trirng tritng vao Tancred dén chirng lam cho chu
hiéu dwgc wéc mudn cia ching mdi thoi.
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Tancred khong c6 tai hiéu tha vat, nhung 1a mot hau dué cia Vua Do, doéi
khi chi van nam bat dugc y nghia cta nhitng tiéng ngao ngao khan cap kia.
“Tuyét ha?” Chu hoi. “Do6 1a thit bon mi muén ha?”

Mot trang grir 16n tir phia dam meéo, tiéng kéu ctia ching hoa tron vao
nhau day nhac diéu.

“Chua tirng lam bao gio.” Tancred gai gai m@ toc vang cing do cua
minh. “Nhung ma... cha... toi sé th.”

Bay meéo ru rtr té y man nguyeén.

Trong khi Tancred bat dau thye hién céng viéc dugc giao, nhitng con
meo bat dau phéng nhu bay xuéng swon doéi, vao thanh phé. Con méo dau
tién 16ng mau dong nhw hoang hon, con thit hai mau cam I¥a, con thit ba
twa mot vi sao mau vang. Chung lao nhe ru qua cac ngd hém, luén vo
nhitng khu vuieon, phéng qua cac bo twong da va hang rao, hau nhw khong
dé lai dau chan nao trén nhitng mang tuyét roi dau tién. Nhitng toa nha
nghéu nghén trong thanh phé bat dau mat hat vao trong tam vai liém cua sw
thinh Idng mau trang.

bay la mot gio khong giong bat ky gio nao. Mot thoi diém ma sy song
im lim twa cai chét. Mot gio chét choc.

L meéo bang xudng dudng Filbert. Chiing lao gan t6i dich dén cia minh
thi mot chiéc xe hoi xuat hién trén dwong, cham rai di chuyén vé phia
ching. Chiéc xe dirng lai bén ngoai nha s6 12 va ba béng ngudi nhap
nhoang buwéc ra. Mot nguwdi dan 6ng, mot phu nit va mét cau bé. Lam bam
Xuyt xoa ve tuyét roi dot ngot, ho 16i tii xach, hom xiéng tir trong xe ra dé
len via he.

“Chung ta vura kip luc. Chi 10 phut ntta thoi la coi ching duwong ngap
tuyét xe di khong duwgc,” nguwdi phu nit vira noéi vira leo 1én nhitng bac cap
tGi cta trede nha minh.
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“Pén ti€p maGi hay lam sao,” ngwdi dan 6ng can nhan. “Hay la ching ta
tré lai Hong Kong di.” Ong cudi gin mot tiéng roi déng sam cira xe hoi lai.

Thang bé khé né khiéng hai cai thung 1én bac cap, bong nhién né quay
phat lai, nhw cdm thay c6 cai gi d6 dang nhin minh. N6 ngé qua bén kia
dwong va trong thay ba con meéo. “Thi ra la nhitng con meéo Itta,” né thot
1én, “bén ngoai nha Charlie. Chang hiéu chiing muén gi?”

“Pung dirng 1 ngoai do, Benjamin,” me no goi. “Vao nha mau.”

Benjamin mdc ké. “y, chao, nhitng con meo lwva!” Cu cau goi khé. “La t6
day nay, Benjamin. T¢ da tré veé.”

Tt hong 1ii méo phat ra nhitng tiéng khan khan. Tiéng gt gir chao don
dwong nhw cé pha chit phan nan, rang “Sao ma mai méi ve.”

“Hen gap lai nhe,” Benjamin néi khi me né kéo giat n6 cung dong hom
xiéng qua ctra.

L meo dom canh cita déng lai. Khi den bat sang bén trong nha s6 12,
ching huwéng sy chu y t6i ngoi nha sau lwng ching. Mot cay dé trui 1a ding
ngay trudc nha, va chung le lang leo lén cai canh rong treo du dwa bén
ngoai mot 0 ctra sO t6i om. Ngo6i ndi dudi nhau thanh hang, 1ii méo bat dau
hat.

O phia bén kia cira s6, Charlie Bone chap chon trong gidc ngii. Hinh nhw
c6 ai goi minh? Hay la mg? N6 m& mat ra. Mot am thanh né nhan ra dang
bay qua ké ctta s6. “Nhitng con meo I¥ra?” N6 1am bam. Gid thi da tinh han.
Vot le ra khoi giwdng, né cuén mot canh man gié lai va m@ ctra so ra.

Canh twgng ba sinh vat phat sang, phu kin trong tuyét, khién Charlie nin
thd. Sau khi da ty thuyét phuc rang day khong phai la mo, né héi, “Duong
Cuu, Sv Tt va Nhan M3, phai cac ban khong d6?”
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Ba con chang buon tra 16i. Bang ba tiéng thich, thich, thich that nhe,
ching dap xuong tam tham, kéo mot ddm may tuyét bay theo vao.

Charlie dong ctra s6 lai. “Cac ban xu6ng lau thi hon,” n6 thi thao. “Dém
nay ma chén stta am thi tuyét. Hay mot 1at ga tady nhi?” Charlie li€c nhin
chiéc giwvong ndm bén kia can phong, noi mdt thang bé dang ngu, téc cling
trang hét chiéc goi n6 dang nam.

L méo budc theo Charlie ron rén xudng cau thang. Vao nha bép, n6
ham néng mot xoong sita roi rét ra ba cai dia con. Tiéng ru rir sung swdng
rén khap can phong khi lii méo liém sita. Ngay khi sita chén vira xong,
Charlie tha tiép vai lat ga tdy vao may cai dia.

Nhitng bong tuyét xoay xoay bay qua ctra s6 khong kéo rém, 14p la lap
lanh trong anh sang ctia ngon dén nha bép.

“Tuyét gi ma la qua,” Charlie nhan xét. “T6i c6 phai lap rap cac viéc lai
dé doan xem tai sao cac ban t6i day khong?” N6 nhin ba con méo dang tu
liém minh cat lwe. “Tuan roéi toi muwoi hai tudi, thé lic dé cac ban ¢ dau?
Céac ban khong thich tiéc tuing ha? T6i doan thé.”

Suv T, con méo mau cam, ngirng liém 14p dé dap lai cai nhin cham chui
cta Charlie. Pau phai méo nao ciing c6 thé nhin thang vao mat ngudi ta
nhw thé dau. Cai nhin cia Sw T chay Ién sy tinh twong, nét hoang da, va ca
nhitng ky trc vé mot cudc song ma hau hét nhitng sinh vat trwedc-sau-déu-
phai-chét chi ddm mo tGi ma théi. Sw Tt da chin trdm tudi, bang tudi vai
cac anh em minh.

Gio dén lwgt Duong Cuwu va Nhan Ma gép thém tia nhin véi Suw Ti.
Charlie cdm gidc ching mu6n n6i véi minh diéu gi d6. Bé hiéu dugc diéu

ma lii méo dang mu6n thong bao, né van thwong phai danh thitc thang bé
trén lau.
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Ba cap mat vang doi theo Charlie ra khéi phong. Charlie cdm gidc nhitng
cai nhin dy gan vao lung minh khi n6 leo 1én cau thang.

“Billy! Billy, day ngay!” Charlie nhe nhang lay vai thang bé toc trang.
“Gi? Cai gi vay?” Billy mé choang doéi mat tron xoe mau da rubi.

“Suyt! Ba con meo lira dang & ddy. Anh mudn em ra néi chuyén véi
chiang.”

Billy ngap. “O. Pugc.” N6 16m c¢om ra khéi givong, van con chua tinh
han.

“Em phdi that im lang kéo ndi Bone nghe thay tui minh,” Charlie canh
bao.

Billy gat dau trong khi mo mam tim mat kiéng.

Billy tdm tudi va thap hon Charlie han mot cai dau. N6 c6 thé giao tiép
dwgc vdi tha vat, nhung chi khi nao bon thii cho phép né lam thé. Lic nao
Billy ciing hoi e sg nhitng con méo ltra. N6 ma néi doi la ching biét ngay.

“Le 1én,” Charlie lao thao giuc gia.

“Em phdi tim mat kiéng cua em da,” Billy lau bau, “khong em té thi sao.
A. Pay roi.” N6 day cip mét kiéng 1én mili doan lip ctp theo sau Charlie.

L{ méo nhin hai thang bé di vao nha bép. Ba cap tai vénh dung vé phia
Billy khi thang nay ngo6i xép bang xudng trudc bép 10, thu lu va canh giac.
Charlie dong ctta lai r6i nam bo xudng bén canh thang nho.

“Nao, noéi di,” Charlie hoi.
Mot am thanh phat ra khoi c6 hong Billy: mot tiéng meo nhe, du dwong.

Cac vi c6 tin gi cho tui nay a?
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Duwong Cuu dap bang mot tiéng ngao ngan dai, moi liic méi manh hon
1én. Hai con kia ciing hoa theo, lam Charlie ty hoi liéu Billy c6 hap thu no6i
dan dong ca thong tin vira meo vira rit qua ba giong méo khac nhau nay hay
khong.

Billy khong néi tiéng nao. Ngbi bat chéo gio, ti cam trén hai ban tay chap
lai, n6 lang nghe cham chu. Charlie 4i ngai nhin canh ctra bép. N6 khong
dam héi thic bon méo nhung lai lo ndi Bone c6 thé nghe thay tiéng ngao
cua chung.

Billy cau may khi l&i meéo tiép tuc véi giong bitc bdi nhip nhang. Pén
cudi cung, ldc bai dién van két thiic, mat Billy m& to vé bao nguy. N6 quay
qua Charlie, bao “DP¢ la mot 101 canh bao.”

“Canh bao?” Charlie héi don. “Canh bao cai gi?”

“Duwong Cwu bao hinh nhuw c6 cai gi d6 sé thitc gidc néu ching khong thé
ngan... ngan... m... nguwoi ta tim ra mot thit. Con Nhan Ma néi néu diéu dé
xay ra thi anh phai coi chtrng, Charlie.”

“Coi chirng! Nhung anh phai coi ching cai gi mé6i duge chir?”

Billy ngan ngtr. “Mot phu nit... em nghi. Me ctia...” Tt tiép theo nghen
lai trong c6 hong thang bé.

“Me ctia ai?” Charlie chat van.
“Anbh... Me cua anh.”

“Cua anh...” Charlie tr6 mat dom Billy r6i dom l& meo. “Tai sao?” Giong
n6 khan di vi hodng hot. “Co ké sé lam ba bién mat... nhw ba caa anh ay
ha?”

Billy hoi lai Iti méo va Sw T tra 161, ra diéu xin thi 16i.
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“Su T bao phai chi c6 thé cho anh biét nhiéu hon...” Billy dién giai. “N6
sé giup anh canh ching.”

Su T vudt ra vai tiéng meo 16n.

“N6 nobi néu cai béong da doi di, thi anh biét ngay la né da dugc giai
thoat.”

“Cai gi dugc gidi thoat?” Charlie nai ni, vo manh mé t6c bu xu cua minh.
“B0o ching khong thé noi rd6 hon dugc sao?”

Pung ldc ay cira bat mé& va mot giong néi ron rang vang lén, “Ai lam on
tat bong dén dé di c6 dugc khong?”

Charlie nhém day nhao t6i cong tac, va ngay khi bong déen phia trén ban
vut tat, mot nguoi dan 6ng cao 16n ban 4o choang ngt mau dé xuat hién.
Tay 6ng cam mot cay nén dang chay cam trong gia do bang dong thau.

“Ta thdy con dang c6 khéach, nhi.” Ong cau Paton ctia Charlie gat dau véi
1ii meo. “Chao bubi sang, 1ii meéo Iia.”

Bon méo luyén lay 16i chao dap lé trong khi Charlie ngan nguai ra,
“Sang that roi a?”

“Méi hai gio thoi,” Ong cau Paton noéi, 6ng ching ngac nhién ti nao khi
bat gap Charlie va Billy & duéi lau vao céi gio s6m bach thé nay. “Ta déi
bung qua.” Ong bang qua phong t6i mé ti lanh. “Ta cam giac thay c6
chuyén huyén bi & day. Co gi dang xay ra vay?”

“Lt meo ltta dén canh bao con vé me con,” Charlie bao véi Ong cau.
“Me con?” T ctra ti lanh, Ong cau Paton quay phét dau lai, chau may.

(‘Da »
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“Va mot cai bong,” Billy b6 sung thém.

Ong cau Paton bung mot dia phé mat tir ti lanh ra dit xuéng ban dn, bén
canh gia do nén. “N6i rd thém ta nghe coi,” 6ng bao.

“Billy, bAo may con méo do gidi thich di,” Charlie kéo nai. “Hoi ching
coi cai bong la gi?”

Nhung 1t méo nhao nhac mudn céo tir. Ching duo6i minh roi lao ra cira.
“Khoan!” Charlie goi. “Céc ban chwa n6i cho t6i biét vé cai bong.”

Duvong Cuu ngao ngao va Su T cao canh cira. Charlie khong con lya
chon nao khac danh phdi mé cira. Thé 1a ba con méo x6 ra va chay bang
bang qua hanh lang.

“Cai bong do la béng gi?” Charlie vira hap tap thi thao vira chay theo sau
1t meo.

Nhan Ma ngao mot tiéng. Charlie khong biét chac dwgc dé la cau tra 10i
hay la mot ménh lénh.

“Pé ching di di, Charlie,” Billy chay ra mé& ctra trwdc. “Chuing con phai
di dau do, gap lam. Ching phai di xem cai vat dé c6 bi tim ra hay khong.”

Bét chot cung nhau tru 1én mot trang, doan meo It¥a lwét vu qua ctra, lao
ra dwong; ba khdi sang bi man tuyét hung ho nuét ching.

“Chung khong gidi thich,” Charlie 1am bam. “Gi¢ thi anh sé khong bao
gio biét dugc nita.”

“Chung c6 giai thich day chi,” Billy néi. “Chung...”
Nhung thang né chwa kip néi thém 10i nao thi ti trén dau cau thang da c6

tiéng quat. “Thé nay la thé quai gi, ha?”
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Ngay ca nhitng lic tinh twom nhat, trong noi Bone von ciing da khé coi,
nhuwng sau nita dém, trong ba con bé rac hon ltic nao hét. M6t bé khung
xuwong boc da quan trong chiéc do choang ngt dai mau xam, nhau nhi va
hai ban chan to twdng dung trong doi giay vai len ké 6 vuong mau xanh la
cdy. Lai thém cai bim téc trang dai, treo du dwa dwdi vai, cung nhitng cham
kem trang béc diém rai rac khap gwong mat vang bing.

“Chao noi,” Charlie néi, c6 hét sitc té ra vui veé.

“Pirng c6 xac 1do,” Noi Bone von khong thich ai hén hé gitta dém
khuya. “Sao may khong ngu?”

“Chéau déi bung.”

“Nham nhi.” Ba coi tat tan tat nhitng diéu Charlie n6i la déi tra. “Tao

nghe thay tiéng meo.” Ba bat dau dap xuéng cau thang.
“Meéo ngoai dwong ma ngi,” Charlie n6i nhanh.

Ba dirng lai va ng6 lam lam vao tam kinh hinh ban nguyét phia trén canh
ctra trude. “Cai thit tuyét gi thé khong biét? Trong khong binh thuong.” Ba
nhan xét. Qua la nhitng bong tuyét quay tit kia c6 cai gi do ky cuc that,
nhung xem ra Charlie khong thé n6i dwoc do la cai gi.

“Lanh, tring x6a va &m ué6t,” Ong cau Paton Iam bam, budc tir trong nha
bép ra. “Chi con mudn gi nita vay?”

“Mi!” Noi Bone nat no. “Sao mi khong dudi lii tré 1én giwong trg lai?”

“Vi ching déi bung,” 6ng em cta ba tra 16i bang giong ké ca. “bi ngu di,
Grizelda.”

“Pung co ra lénh cho ta.”

“Tiy chi.” Ong cau Paton thong tha quay tré vo nha bép.
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Mat mot Iic ndi Bone van ditng y nguyén & cau thang, trgn trirng tritng
nhin Charlie.

“Pé chau di lay nudc uéng da, ndi, xong tui chau sé vé lai givong ngay.”
Charlie nhin Billy. “Phai khong, Billy?”

“A, phai.” P6i v6i mot thing bé mo c6i nhu Billy, céi gia dinh la ling
hay cu cai ctia Charlie luén cé sttc cudn hiit bat tan. N6 gat dau sot sang vGi
noi Bone va néi thém, “Xin hita.”

Noi Bone phot ra mot tiéng “htr” day nghi ngo roi 1€ budc 1én cau thang.

Charlie lai kéo Billy vao nha bép va thi tham hoi. “Chting néi gi vay,
Billy? May con meéo lita ay. Cai béng la béng gi, ha?”

“Chiing chi n6i c6 mdi moét tir,” Billy dap. “Hinh nhw 1 hdy ling nghe. A
khong, c6 cai gi d6 khac kia, mot tir c6 cua tir lang nghe.”

“Hark(*)?” Ong cau Paton ggi y.
“Da, ding ro6i.”

(*) Listen: lang nghe; Hark: 1a cau ménh 1énh, c6 nghia la “Hay nghe
day”. Co thé Billy nghe 16n tén nguwoi thanh mét ménh 1énh. (ND)

“Nghe ctt nhv 13 tén ngudi vay, con.” Ong cau Paton cin ngap ring vao
khiic phé mat Cheddar to. “Tw d6 con hon mot ménh 1énh nhiéu. C6 1€ may
nghe nham r6i d6 con.”

“Con khong nham,” Billy qua quyét.

Gio thi ba con méo da bang chéo qua thanh ph6 va dang buéc nhe trén
16p tuyét déng thanh dun twa vao cac bic twong Hoc vién Bloor. Ching
vuot qua hai toa thap & hai bén cau thang 16i vao, mai miét di tiép, bam
theo hong toa nha, cho dén cudi 16i, noi bat dau mot birc twong da cao vit.
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Day leo bam ré ca vao nhitng vién da c6 xwa. Nhitng con méo ltra chay w6t
1én tham day leo d6 r6i nhdy phoc xuéng khoanh san ngap tuyét.

O dau san ding kia thap thoang nhitng bitc twdng dé bam ctia mot toa lau
dai hoang. Lii méo lra tré nén than trong. Ching can than di qua khoanh
san trang xoa, tai vénh ra dén bat ky am thanh nao c6 thé vong dén tir khu
do6 nat. Va roi ching nghe thiy cé tiéng gam thét.

“Ta thtra biét bon bay cé y d6 gi r6i,” mdt giong phu nit rit réng. “Nhung
con lau m@i ngan ta lai dwoc, céi i ngu. Bon bay twdng rang tuyét sé can
trd ta sao? Cong nhan la n6 cé lam cham buéc ta, nhung khong bao gio
chan duoc ta dau.”

L meéo di tdi gan hon. Qua coéng vom 16n vao trong 1au dai, chiing cé
thé thay mot bong den dang cui gap ngudi, canh tay vui ngap trong tuyét
tGi tan cui chd. Ba ta xoay nguoi hét hwéng nay téi hudng kia, hét giat
manh lai 16i kéo va rén ri c6 sitc. Bong dau, cung v4i mot tiéng rén dac
khet, mét tang da 16n phang li bi giat bay thang 1én khong roi roi phich tré
lai xudng tuyét.

Nguwaoi phu nit bo han ra qud quang duwgi dat. Reo 1én mot tiéng dac
thang, ba ta nhat 1én vat gi d6 va gio né ra gitta biic man khong trung trang
toat, mac ké ban tay rach toac, chdy mau vi cudc cay cuc dao béi vira roi.

“Cuata! No la caa ta!”

Mot cu rung nhe trén mat dat — mot chuyén dong ma con nguwoi khong
cam nhan dugc, nhung du dé quang noéi kinh sg méng nhw sgi chi 1én moi
sinh vat trong viing. Chim chéc tinh giac dot ngot, nhao nhac kéu la, bon
gam nham bé teo hoang hot lao dau di tim cho tron, va tiéng cho tru thé
thiét vang dong ca khong gian rét buot.

Nhitng con méo It¥a long cdp mat lén canh giac nhin ngwdi phu nit lao
déo ra khoi khu do nat. Gau 4o choang den thdm tuyét sling nang, cay den
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dau dang cam run ray trong lan gi6 bang gia. Ba ta di t&éi mot canh ctra
trong toa nha dé sO0 mau xam, Hoc vién Bloor, va bién mat vao do6. Vai phut
sau xuat hién anh dén chap chon bén trong mot 6 cira so6 trén cao.

L meéo nhin tran tran 1én 6 ctra s dy, lo sg diéu xau nhat sé xay ra.

Nguwoi phu nit dang ditng trwdc bitc chan dung Vua D6 16ng trong khung
vang, tay cam cay den dau soi td bitc tranh day, niit né. “Ta c6 r6i,” ba ta
lao khao. Khong phai ba ta dang n6i vGi nha vua. Ban tay kia, khng cam
gi, rat ra mot vat t nép gap ao khoac. Thoat trong n6 giong nhw mot thi
bang kim loai gi sét, hinh tron nhwng khong tron han, dwong kinh gan hai
tac. Ba ta cam n6 bang cai can day hinh 6-van.

Nha vua quac doi mat au sau day uy lwc nhin ra tir bitc chan dung. Mot
vang hao quang vang choéi trén mai téc den cta ngai va chiéc do chung do
hién ro la nhung that.

Khi ngudi phu nit xoay céi vong kim loai cho né bat anh sang tit cay déen
dau, mot anh chép bat chgt chiéu birng sang bitc tranh. Pang sau vai nha
vua, hién ra mot cai bong. Tw tw, cai bong dinh hinh, nhitng dwong nét cang
lic cang tré nén sac sdo va ruc rd hon.

“Xin hay tinh day, h¥i chia té cta than,” nguwdi phu nit giuc gia bang
giong nang né, khat khao. “Than da tim thdy Guwong Than cia Amoret.”

Lo pho, cai béng dong day. N6 trugt khoi dang sau nha vua va troi vé
phia trwéc, gan hon, gan hon.

Nguwdoi phu nit hoc 1én mot tiéng swéng ngat. Ba ta thd hon hén va loang
choang; cay dén chao lac, cai vat tron sang l6e 1én, anh sang trén bitc tranh
nhady mua, chép l6e. Thinh linh mot tiéng né nhw sam vang lén hat birc
tranh roi sap xudéng san nha, ngwdi phu nit thét ru 1én, bat via.

MGt cai bong bay ra khéi khung tranh va di vé phia ba ta.
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Chuong 3: Muong Tha Bién Mat

Tiéng chudng tram duc vang lén tir thap dong hoé nha tho 16n, lan d6i
khap thanh pho, va chii bé trén doi ha canh tay xudng.

“Mot gio ding.” Chu thd hat ra mot cai va ngap. “Thoi, vay dua r6i.”

Mot dam bong tuyét trang tan chdy troi xa khoi ngon déi. Dan dan con
bao diu han. Vai phiit sau, bau trdi da la mot birc man nhung den tuyén,
trong vat, véi muon triéu vi sao lam tam.

Tancred ngheo dau ng6 xudng doi va ghi nhan két qua cong viéc cta
minh: nhitng mai nha trang x6a, nhitng dwong phé thinh 1ang ngap tuyét, va
lwGi dién giang trén thanh pho trong twa nhw mot lwdi mang nhén 1ap lanh.

“Lan thtr dau tién thé cling khong t6i,” Tancred phan khai néi. Chu lac
ong tay o, vai bong tuyét con sot lai bay ra va dau xuéng doi dép 1€ cua
chu. Vai gidy sau ching tan bién.

Tancred ngac nhién nhan ra minh dang mang dép 1é. Chac han chu da
ntra tinh nira mé Iuc di theo nhitng con meo. Tham chi cha con khong cam
nhan dugc troi lanh nita. Gio day, tw duwng, chid rét run cam cap. Trong khi
chay nguoc 1én con duong hep, thinh thoang chi lai nhdy cang 1én khong
va dap hai ban chan vao nhau danh “chat”, hai long qua churng. D6 1a thoi
quen chi m@i hinh thanh dao gan day va n6 thuwong khién cho bon ban chu
cuoi ngat.
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DPén lic chu vé duoc téi ngbi nha ba tang nam tach biét ciia minh, tiéng
ngay nhu sdm rén ctia 6ng bo da réo gam nhw nui Itva s6i. Ca nha Torsson
déu la ngwoi diéu khién thoi tiét va Tancred néng 1ong muén duwge dam dao
v&i ba minh vé thaoi tiét qua chirng.

“Minh khong biét ba da bao gid thir lam thé chwa nhi?” Tancred 1am
nham mot minh khi buwéc vao nha. Chi dam dam chan vao tam tham chui
chan. “Phai cho Sander va Charlie biét méi duoc,” chd 1am bam.

“Cho ching biét cai gi?” Ba Torsson, khong sao ngu dugc, dang pha tra
trong bép.

“Veé tuyét a,” Tancred dap.

“0. Thi ra la con a? Thao nao me da thic mic khong biét con di dau.” Ba
Torsson von da quen véi cach hanh x* khac thudng cua con trai. Nam nhi
thi phai lam diéu nam nhi can lam, chong ba lu6n lu6n néi véi ba nhw vay,
nhat 1a khi c6 viéc lién quan t6i thoi tiét.

“Phuu! Ba minh ngdy om som nhi,” Tancred giti chiéc 4o chung wét nhep
ra va treo lén dang sau canh ctra.

Ba Torsson dang tri cho téi mudng dwong thit ba vao tach tra ctia minh,
sau do rot mot tach cho Tancred. Chu kéo ghé ngoi d6i dién véi me va uong
trng wc. Tao tuyét qua 1la mot cong viéc vat va, hao ton sic lyc. Chad hy
vong trong thdi gian sap tGi sé khong bi goi di lam nhw thé mot 1an nita.

“Nhitng con méo Itta da dén day,” chu giai thich cho me nghe. “Chiing
muon cé tuyét — me dirng hoi con tai sao. Nhung con cam thay c6 diéu gi
dé bat 6n dang xdy ra cho thanh pho dudi kia.”

“Ba con ciing bao 1 ba linh cdm c6 diém gd. Ong dy ci? thic thém ngu
khong yén.” Ba Torsson lac dau. “Doi khi me tw hoi hay la chiing ta don
nha khoi day di. Con c6 thé hoc mot treong binh thwong va...”
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“Khong dwoc,” Tancred phan doi kich liét. “Con phdi ¢ noi nay, hét nhw
Charlie, Sander va Gabriel va... va Emma vay. Vua Dé da song & day va
ching con la Iii con chéau cia ngai. Chiing con phai lién két v&i nhau. Me
biét diéu d6 ma, me.”

“U phai, Tancred.” Me chi thé dai.

Ba Torsson khong phdi 1a ba me duy nhat wéc gi minh va gia dinh minh
c6 thé dit bo duwgce thanh phd nay. Me ctia Charlie Bone ciing ludn ao wéc
thoat khoi cudc song u phién trong can nha khéng thudc vé minh, tai viing
dat luon vang vong tiéng thi tham cta qua khit tang thwong, noi con trai co
bi budc phai hoc trong ngoi treong do mot nguwdi dan 6ng ac tam diéu hanh.

Nhung c6 Amy Bone khong c6 tién va khong c6 noi nao ma di. Va lai, &
day, Charlie hanh phtic tran tré. Duwong nhw chang cé gi ha guc dugc né —
mot thang bé lac quan khac thuwong. Khong gi lay chuyén dwgc niém tin sat
da ctia n6 rang ba né van con song va rang mot ngay nao doé né sé tim thay
cha minh. Trong khi c6 Amy da tir boé niém hy vong dé ttr 1au.

Luc ay la tdm gio sang thit Bdy. Ngoai me Charlie ra, tat cd moi ngwoi
song trong nha s6 9 dwong Filbert van con dang ngu. Ké ca me ctia c6
Amy, ba Maisie, cling dang ngay nhé nhe khi c6 Amy nhon got di qua
phong ba.

Sau bita diém tam voi vang, c6 Amy roi nha, bat dau quang dwong di bo
muoi phit t6i lam viéc cho ctra hang ban rau qua. Khong mot dau tich nao
cda tran mua tuyét dém qua con dong lai. Khong khi lanh gia va via he van
w6t at, nhung han la khong ai c6 thé déan dugc, chi vai gio truedce théi, mot
16p tuyét day ca tac da bao phu toan thanh phé.

“Co Bone! Co Bone ai!”
C06 Amy quay phat lai. Tiéng goi la tir thang bé & phia bén kia duwong. D6

co phai la...? Lé nao lai dung vay?
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“Benjamin!” C6 Amy reo lén, chay ngugc trd lai vé phia nha s6 9. “Chau
day a!”

Thang bé ngo qua trai qua phai, r6i bang vu qua duong.

“Oi, Benjamin, cO muwng qua, gap lai chau co muwng qua.” Co Amy 6m
cham 14y no, chat citng. Trwdc day c6 khong bao gid vo vap nhu vay c3,
khién Benjamin dam hoi sung sung.

“Co khoe..., &, khoe cht a, thwa co Bone?” No hoi, sy lung ting va con
ngat thé khién né ca 1am. “Y chau 1a tat ca nha déu khoe phai khong a?”

“Charlie khoe,” c6 Amy néi. “N6 van dang ngu, nhung dé c6 mé cira
chéau vao cho né ngac nhién nhé.” C6 chay 1én hét bac cap, van khéa ctra
nha s6 9 va mé ra. “Chau biét phong n6 dau réi ddy. Gid co phai di gap day
kéo lai tré lam mat. Ci vao di, vao di.” Co khé day Benjamin vao nha roi
dong ctta lai dang sau lung thang bé.

Benjamin ngé quanh quat hanh lang vang teo, hai long khi thdy chang c6
gi thay doi. N6 1a mot thang bé toc hoe vang, nhé con, tréng lic nao ciing
c6 vé thiéu ndo. Vao luc d6 no6 van con hoi say may bay, nhung né khong
thé chd n6i dé gap Charlie va Hat Bau, con ché ma né da dé lai nho Charlie
cham séc.

Benjamin ghé nhin vao nha bép. Khong c6 6 ch6. Khong c6 t6 ché. Di
nhién, Hat Pau chac chan dang ngt trong phong Charlie.

Khi leo Ién cau thang, Benjamin nghe c6 tiéng budc chan phia trén minh,
va ba ngoai cta Charlie, ngudi ba hién hau, xuat hién & chiéu nghi. Ba mac
chiéc 4o ngti mau hong ruc rd.

“Benjamin Brown! Thdy con ba mirng qua!”
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Benjamin lai phai chiu mot ci d6m nghet thd khac. Ba Maisie Jones dang
nguoi tron trinh, téc quan, doi mat nhan nheo va cu siét cia ba de doa sé
tong Benjamin lan nhao xudéng cau thang.

“Cai thang bé binh thuong dé thwong nay,” ngoai Maisie chép miéng.
“Khong bi ban phép thuat. Khong dién kich kot, khong kéo dan hay thoi
sdo, khong gu g vdi thu vat. Chau sé c6 mot anh hwéng tot dep 1én thang
Charlie day. bi lén di!”

“Cam on,” Benjamin no6i, mét lan nita lai bi xiét hut hoi.

Ngoai Maisie liéu xiéu di xudng cau thang, miéng van n6i khong nghi.
“Pé ba nwdéng banh mi réi pha mot binh tra that ngon. Cém bap nhé? Ba
nghi hay 14 cho tui bay dn nui. O Hong Kong, bita sang ngudi ta an nui thi
phai?”

“Ba 01, con ch6 cua chau dau r6i?” Benjamin hdi to.
Nhung ngoai Maisie da bién mat vao nha bép.

Benjamin budc t6i phong ngu cua Charlie. N6 nghe ngong ¢ ngoai ctra.
Nhung khong c6 tiéng gi vong ra tir phia bén kia. Benjamin mé ctta. N6
thdy Charlie dang ngu say swa trén giwvong. C6 mot chiéc givong mai ké &
dang kia can phong va Benjamin chi cé thé thdy vai nhim t6c trang thoi ra
khoi tdm chan long vit. Billy Raven. Khéng c6 tam hoi cia Hat Bau.

Benjamin ditng ngay bén trong ctta, phan van khong biét lam gi bay gio.
Guong mat tai tai nghiém nghi ctia n6 16 o vé lo lang to6t do. Chuyén gi da
xdy ra v6i Charlie trong khi n6 di xa vay? N6 hinh dung thang ban than
nhat ctia minh bi vay quanh béi dam tré 1ap di ctia Hoc vién Bloor. Nhac
cong, dién vién va hoa si; ké tao thoi tiét, nha théi mién va da nhitng dita
quai dan khac. Co6 1€ diéu nay giai thich tai sao c6 Amy va ba Maisie Jones
lai ming rd khi gap né dén thé. Béi vi n6 la nguwdi binh thwong, khong nhw
Charlie t0i nghiép.
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Bong, mot chuyén dong dot ngot trén giwong Charlie dap vao mat
Benjamin. Mot con budm trang bay chap chon bén trén tdim chan 16ng vit.
Benjamin von van dugc day di day lai rang buém dém la loai phé hai.
Chung duc khoét d6 dac. N6 lién phéng tGi tredc va tp chup ban tay 1én
con budm.

Ba viéc cung xdy ra mét lic. Charlie ngoi bat thang day va hét 1én. Billy
Raven lan tom khoi givdng, con con buém trang can, ding vay, can
Benjamin, thang nhé rd 1én va budng no ra.

“Benjamin!” Charlie thét vang.

“Charlie!” Benjamin ciing thét lai. “Mot con buwém trang can tG.”
“NO la diia phép ctia minh do,” Charlie bao.

“Piia phép ctia b6?”

“Thang Manfred da dot chay né thé 1a n6 bién thanh con buém trang. Bo
chwa giét n6 day chiy?”

Benjamin lac dau. “N6 dau trén néc ta ao cua bo kia. Xin 16i.”

Benjamin khong bao gio hoi nhitng cau dai loai nhu: Lam sao ma dia
phép lai bién thanh buwém trang? Charlie nhan thay minh nhé thang ban nay
biét chirng nao.

“Gap lai b6 mirng oi 1a mirng, Ben a.”
“Minh cting mung oi la mung. Hat Pau dau?”
“A.” Charlie vung c&p gio ra khoi givdng. “N6 khong c6 & day.”

“Minh thay thé r6i.”
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Billy Raven rén ri ng6i day. N6 vdi tay 1én chi€c ban nga canh givong va
sO soang tim mat kiéng.

“Billy lam gi ¢ day vay?” Benjamin hoi.

“Bay gio tién si Bloor cho phép em ra ngoai vao moi cudi tuan.” Billy
tim thay mat kiéng va deo vao.

“Thé con ché ctia minh dau?” Benjamin nhat quyét hoi, quay qua
Charlie.

Charlie giat m& téc bu xu ctia minh. N6 c6 qua nhiéu chuyén muon ké
cho Benjamin nghe ma khong biét phai bat dau tir dau. N6 an ban ngoi
xuong giwong, va trong khi mac do, no giai thich viéc noi Bone rap tam goi
doi kiém soat thd nudi téi bat Hat Bau nhu thé nao. Vé kinh hai nhang 1én
trén mdt Benjamin thuc giuc Charlie phai voi noi them, “Nhung ong
Onimous di t6i day trudc. Ong ay da dwa Hat Pau vé quan Ca Phé Thd
Kiéng roi, va minh t&i d6 moi tuan dé dwa Hat Pau di dao.”

“Co6 moi mot 1an mot tudn thoi 4?” Benjamin ndi nhw budc t6i. “N6 can
di dao moi ngay kia.”

“Om, minh khong thé ra khaéi trudng, ding chwa?” Charlie ha thp giong.
“Viéc minh phai ngu & Bloor khong phai la 16i cia minh ma.”

“U, khong. Xin 16i. Rat mirng gip lai bd.”
“Minh cling mirng gap bo,” Charlie 1dp lai lan nita.

Ngay khi Billy va Charlie thay d6 xong, ba thang bé di xuéng lau, & do
ngoai Maisie don cho ching mot bita sang day ap. Benjamin sau nao dom
tran tran vao do an. N6 khong thé nuot noéi. Bung né 16n nhao véi noi lo au.
N6 phai gap con ché ctia n6 ngay. Nh& may ai bat mat con cho ro6i thi sao.
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“Ong Onimous khong bao gio dé cho diéu d6 xay ra dau,” ngoai Maisie
v0 vo dau Benjamin. “Hat Pau 6n ma. Ro6i chau sé thay.”

Billy va Charlie an ngau nghién phan diém tam cta minh r6i di theo
Benjamin, thang nay da ra tdi ctra trudc roi.

“Quai sao tuyét dau hét r6i nhi?” Benjamin néi khi bon ching chay trén
dwong Filbert. “Dém qua tuyét day dén noi nha minh twéng khong thé 1ai
xe duogc.”

“Bao dam nhitng con meéo ltra c6 dinh liu t&i vu nay,” Charlie lam bam.
“Y bd dé khong phai 1a tuyét that?”
“Minh cling khéng biét minh c6 y gi nita,” Charlie bao.

Chung di t6i quan Ca Phé Thua Kiéng thi thiy treo tdm bién “Déng ctra”.
Charlie di mat vao ctra s6. Ghé chat hét ca 1én ban, con quay hang thi trong
khong. Nhung ¢ sau quan ca phé n6 thay c6 anh den diu lot qua tdm man
gi6 ngan nha bép.

Charlie go cwa.

Trong thoang chdéc n6 nghi la khdng ai nghe thdy. Dinh go tiép thi than
hinh nho thé cia 6ng Onimous hién ra dang sau qudy. Ba thang bé vay tay
goi va ong Onimous 14t dat danh vong qua nhitng chiéc ban, ra mé ctra.

“Chao, ai nhw Marco Polo nhi,” 6ng Onimous noi, ra ddu cho bon nhé
vao quan ca phé.

“Marco la ai?” Benjamin hoi.

“Mot nha lit hanh thoi xwa, Benjy a.” Ong Onimous khéa cita lai. “Khi
hau nhw chwa ai biét dén sy ton tai cia mot nwéc Trung Hoa thi 6ng dy da
tGi noi d6.”
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“Chau da ¢ Hong Kong,” Benjamin noi ranh rot, “va chau khong phai la
nguoi xwa. Xin ong lam on, con cho caa chau dau?”

“Ha,” 6ng Onimous dwa mot tay 1én gai gai cai cam ngan bé ctia minh.
“To6t hon cac chau vao bép di da.”

Ong Onimous nhin vai v&i vé ngugng ngling va ling biing. “Con ché di
roi, Charlie. Co6 troi biét n6 di dau.”

“Di r6i?” Charlie va Billy chay nhang theo Benjamin.

Khi vao dén bép nha Onimous, bon con trai trong thdy Emma Tolly, dang

ngoi trong chiéc ghé banh duy nhat. Mi mat con nhé dé bup va c6 nhitng
vet wot tem lem trén ma.

“Emma, bo ON chi¥?” Charlie néi va 1ap tirc thdy minh ngd ngan bai vi,
ré rang, Emma dau c6 ON.

Bang giong bi thiét, Emma n6i, “Minh bi mat con vit r6i.” Con nhé nac
hy 1én mot tiéng.

“Cai gi!” Charlie thot 1én.

“Nao, nao, nao. Tat ca binh tinh da nao,” ba Onimous v0 vé, suyt nita thi
bi phéng vi ba dang r6t &m nuwdc s6i vao cdi binh tra by t6.” Ngoi xudng di,
cac chu bé, va lay banh an di.”

“Chau khong nghi minh con bung da nao ma an dvgc.” Benjamin kéo
ghé ra va roi phich xuéng do6. “Chau chi muén con ché cta chau théi. Chau
da ngéng cho gap n6 ca bay thang roi.”

“E, chau s& can phai doi thém ti nita,” ba Onimous néi v&i vé hoi gét
gong. “That tinh la c6 mot cudc dai di cw. Tat cA muong thu da kéo nhau di
hét va...”
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“Ca Rembrandt nita a?” Billy ré 1én that thanh.

“Tat ca nghia la tat ca chit sao, Billy, ké ca chuot luon,” 6ng Onimous
néi. “Nhung ta chac chan la phdi cé 1y do dang hoang. Chuing ta phai that
binh tinh m&i suy nghi dugc. Rot tra di, Onoria than yéu. Tra ngdm roi
kia.”

Emma ra ban ng6i chung vi bon con trai, trong khi 6ng va ba Onimous
moi nguwdi ng6i xuéng mot dau ban. Tra véi banh nwéng duwge chuyén
quanh, nhung Charlie la dita duy nhat xgi banh. No6i lo lang cho lii thi cling
khong thé cwép di duwgce sy théem an ctia nd. Ma, lam sao ching c6 thé bién
sach bach dwoc co chit. N6 ng6 quanh can bép am cing hau tim kiém dau
hiéu ctia sy song: mot con chudt, mot con nhén, hay mét con rudi vé van
nao dé. Nhung chang c6 con gi dong day trén dong xoong chdo bang dong
phia trén dau no6, hay trén nhitng hang ké Iu khu hii, d6 hop va bat dia sanh
vé sdc s0. Cudi cung anh mat né rét xuéng mot cai ré cé nap day & trong
goc phong, n6 ben hoi:

“Thé con con tran xanh da troi thi sao?”

“Di ludn r6i, 6i con vat dé thiwong,” ba Onimous rau ri dap. “Chac chan
ching da ra di vao dém qua, trong ldc bao tuyét. Ta xuong lau sém dé lam
mot ly tra thi thdy noi nay vang nhuv sa mac. Khong mat tiéng stua mirng,
khong mot tiéng chan chay lang quang, khong mét cu trwedn sung suéng.”
Ba hi cai miii rat dai cia minh mot tiéng to nhw kén trumpet.

“Chéau ciing gap chuyén y nhw vay.” D6i mat xanh da troi cia Emma lai
ang nuwdc. “Nancy ltc nao, lic nao, lic nao ciing & trong chuéng vit ngoai
san. Nhung cai chuéng trong tron r6i.”

Billy ho nhe mot cai. “Nhitng con méo Itta da dén canh béo tui chau,
nhung ching khéng néi gi vé viéc muong thua bién mat ca.”
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“Thé chung néi chinh xac nhitng gi, cung?” Ba Onimous tha thiét nhoai
than hinh gdy nhom cta ba vé phia Billy.

“Chutng bao Charlie phai coi chirng me anh 4y va mot cai bong sé thitc
day. Mot cai bong tén la Hark.”

“Hark?” Ong Onimous nhuén dbi 16ng may cttng do ctia minh 1én roéi lai
ha chiing xuéng. Hai ban tay 16ng 14 dwa 1én cao mot bén ma rau ria x6m
xoam, “Ta mu tit.”

“Cai gi vay?” Ba Onimous thinh linh ng6i thang do 1én, nghén céi c6 dai
vé tuot dau dang kia nha bép.

“Tiéng cao,” Billy tra 10i.

Gio thi tat ca moi nguwoi déu da nghe thay: mot tiéng cao rat, rat, rat xa.

Billy bat day va chay u tdi canh ctra dan v6 buong chita thwe pham.

“Billy, khong...” 6ng Onimous giat phat mot cay dudc tr trén ké xuong
va chay loi choi theo Billy, goi roi rit. “Quay lai, Billy. Mi c6 nghe khong?”

“Rembrandt do,” giong nhe héu cta Billy.

Charlie phong theo 6ng Onimous qua mot can phong dai dung kin nhitng
ké thitc an cho cho, réi ao vao mot hanh lang t6i mu, nén dat va twong da
tro trui. Tran nha chi cach dau Charlie do chuc phéan va t6i dén do né hau
nhu khong trong thdy 6ng Onimous chay lut cit dang truéc.

Quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng dugc xday han vao mot bitc twong c6 cta thanh
pho, va lic nay ho dang chay doc theo mét 16i di dwdi long dat dan dén
chinh tam lau dai ctia Vua Bé. Bén lic Charlie dubi kip 6ng Onimous thi
Billy da tién t6i mot canh ctra nhé ¢ cudi hanh lang. Trudc khi 6ng
Onimous kip ngan no lai, Billy da giat manh canh ctta ra va buon vao
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khong gian phia bén kia. Gid thi thang bé da ¢ trong mot hang dong véi
nhitng birc twong cong cong chat day nhitng sot go to xu va bao tai cang
phon.

Ong Onimous buéc vo hang cting v6i Charlie bén gét theo sau. Trong
luéng sang tda ra tr cady dudc cia 6ng Onimous, Charlie c6 thé thay Billy
dang cam mot con chudt 16n mau den.

“Oi, Rembrandt(*), ndy gid may & dau vay?” Billy néi roi tiép tuc mot
trang chut chit the thé v6i am w 11 nhi la lung.

(*) Con chudt dugc thay Samuel dat theo tén cia hoa si Rembrandt, mot
“phu thuy” vé tranh son dau va tranh khac axit thé ky thi 17. (ND)

Con chuot dap lit chit bang tiéng cua loai chuot va Billy dich lai, “N6
vlra m@i trdi qua mét cudc phiéu lwu. N6 di qua... ha...” N6 thét 1én vay khi
quay qua thdy 6ng Onimous dang déng canh ctta nho xiu xiu. Tuy nhién,
den xi va stit seo v@i thoi gian, canh cita cha thé nao vira khit hoan toan v&i
16 hé trén twong.

“Qi! Cai d6 dan di dau vay?” Billy hoi, nhin trdn tr6i vao canh cira.
“Chi la m6t cai 16 thoi ma,” Charlie dap le.

Ong Onimous cti xudng tim nhét chiéc chia khéa dong ti hon dudi san
1én. “Bon thd nay,” 6ng lau bau, tra chia khoa vao 16 khoéa nhé ti trén canh
ctra c6 xwa. “Cai bon chi khon nira voi. Ta nghi mi chinh 1a ké da m@ canh
ctra d6, chudt Rembrandt a.” Ong thay céi chia khoa vao tii minh.

“Da, ding la n6 day,” Billy néi. “Nhwng canh ctra d6 dan di dau thé?”

“Billy, ta muon chau phai hita vGi ta mot diéu,” vé mat rau ria vui nhon
ctia 6ng Onimous da trd nén gan nhw nghiém nghi. “Ta mudn chau hiva la
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khong bao gio, khong bao gid dwoc hé cho mét linh hon nao biét vé can
phong nay hay canh ctra do.”

“0.” Trong mot thoang Billy im thit dom trirng tritng canh ctra, va roi, vé
hiéu chuyén gian ra trén gwong mat hén hé caa né. “Pay la mot 16i di bi
mat?” N6 thi tham. “Té6i 1au dai phai khong?”

“Ta dang cho 10i hita cta chau, Billy a,” 6ng Onimous nghiém giong.

“Chau htta khong bao gi®, khong bao gio hé cho mot linh hon nao biét vé
can phong nay hay canh ctva do.”

Cudi cung 6ng Onimous m@i mim cuwdi. “Chau khong can phai biét nhiéu
hon nita. Quén né di. Hiéu chwa?”

“Da hiéu,” 101 dap iu xiu budt ra. Mac dau vay, lam sao ma Billy cé thé
quén dugc mot noi ly thi nhw thé nay co chit?

Con chuot lai bat dau lit chit va tit ca ho rong ran quay tré lai nha bép dé
xem xem con chudt phai noi gi.

“Cé tin gi vé Hat Pau khong?” Benjamin nhap nhom. “Ua, d6 1a con
chudt nao thé.”

“Tén n6 la Rembrandt,” Charlie tra 10i. “Thé nao né ciing sé c6 chuyén
dé ké cho chiing ta nghe.”

Rembrandt duwgc dat 1én chinh gitta ban, va khi tat cd moi ngudi déu yén
vi noi cho ngoi cia minh, Billy ngan nhe mot tiéng giuc gid con chudt.
Rembrandt ngé quanh nhitng vé mdt dang cho dgi. Chu chang la mot con
chudt hoa dong va r6 rang rat khodai dugc 1a trung tam cda sy chi y. Vé6i
nhitng tiéng chit chit nho nhé r6i ngung, r6i lai gu gw, liu riu, né bat dau
cau chuyén cia minh. Dan dan, nhitng am thanh n6 phét ra theo mot kiéu
ma Charlie cling mang méang hiéu dugc do6 chinh la 16i néi.
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Billy ngoi ti cam vao hai canh tay khoanh lai ctia n6, nhin Rembrandt
cham cham va cham chu lang nghe tirng “16i” ctia con chudt. Khi rd muoi
muoi la con chudt da chit ra tiéng cudi cung, Billy lién nhac con chudt, dat
len dui minh. Con vat mét duw cudn tron minh lai va lan ra ngu.

“Thé nao, Billy,” Benjamin non néng. “N6 noi gi vay?”
“Co vai diéu rat kho giai thich,” Billy béo.
“Thi c& ndi di,” Charlie thuc ép.

“Hum... n6 noi dém qua co cai gi do... hinh nhv la... thc day. Va... va
trai dat rung minh.

“Chung ta dau c6 nhan thay gi nhi?” Ba Onimous nhin chong.

“Chung ta khong phadi la loai vat, cung 0i,” 6ng dap. “Lam sao ma nhan
ra duwogc?”

“Lam on dé n6 noi tiép di!” Benjamin rén ri.

Ngoay mai toc bong muwdt mugt ctia minh mot cai, ba Onimous chia cai
miii rat dai vé phia Benjamin. “Ta xin 16i da cat ngang, xin 16i,” ba néi hoi
sang.

Benjamin hoi han cii mat xuéng, nhung roi lai lang lang than van, “Chau
chi mudn biét vé con ché cta chau théi ma.”

Billy hit mot hoi va tiép, “Om, Rembrandt néi rdng chiing, tirc 1a no, con
tran va Hat Pau, da hodng sg that kinh, va ban nang thtic bach chiing muén
di tGi... mot noi nao d6. Vi vay Rembrandt da 1ay chia khoa,” Billy ngirng
lai. “Chéu nghi la n6 néi rang chia khéa & trong phong ngt ctia 6ng, 6ng
Onimous a.”

“P0 tiéu quy,” 6ng Onimous lau bau.
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“Va roi né mé mot canh ctta ra,” Billy mau mau ké tiép, “thé la tat ca
bon ching di vao mot dwong ham va... ching di xuyén qua lau dai d6 nat
thi thay tat ca chudt véi soc vdi chim chdc, cling tat cd moi sinh vat khac
song & do déu di hét ludn, va... va cai nay nghe hoi kho, chau nghi ching di
xuong mot ria da — noi c6 con séng gam ru — va di qua mot cay cau.” Billy
thdo mat kiéng bi dong hoi nuéc xuong. N6 chui cap kiéng vao ong tay ao
r6i deo 1én trd lai. “Hay twdng twgng canh tat cd mudng thi ram rap di qua
mot cay cau.”

“C¢ lé vai con thi boi,” Charlie goi y.
“Va c0 loai thi bay,” Emma thém.

“Pung vay, chim bay.” Billy liéc le qua bo mat quau quau cia Benjamin
va hap tap keé tiép, “Sau d6 mot chat thi ching tim thay noi an toan. D6 la
noi hién gio chung dang ¢: Hat Pau, con tran xanh da troi, ca con vit cua
chi nita, em nghi vay, Emma.”

“0 dau?” Benjamin x0e rong hai ban tay ra.

“Em ma biét 4?” Billy ddp. Y em 13, Rembrandt khong néi cho em biét
bat ct dia danh nao ca. N6 tré lai day b&i vi né muén bao cho em biét
chuyén gi da xdy ra. Nhung né nghi nhitng loai vat khac van con & lai dé.”

Benjamin im do& ra, kho sé. That ra thi tat cd moi ngwoi déu im lang, cho
dén khi Emma néi, “Tai sao chi¥? Tai sao ching lai muén & lai noi do6
chi?”

Billy vuét ve bd 16ng bong loang ctia con chudt. “Em nghi Rembrandt da
co gidi thich rang noi d6, giong nhu la... noi lanh nan vay.”

“Noi lanh nan? Ta chua ti'ng nghe néi vé mot noi nhw thé trong thanh
pho bao gid,” ba Onimous bdo.
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“Nhung n6 khong ¢ trong thanh phd. Ma & ngoai xa, tit bén kia dong
song.” Billy ngd sugt qua dau moi ngwoi tdi mot thién dwong twdng twong,
tr6i bénh bong dau do6 trong khong gian.

“Billy, ban nho a, chang c6 gi & bén kia song hét,” 6ng Onimous néi.
“Chi c6 dong hoang thoi.”

Mot tiéng thét tuyét vong vang 1én, Benjamin guc mat vao hai ban tay.”
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bong hoang. Cai tir d6 cit 16n vén trong tam tri cd dam nhung khong, a
chwa dita nao dam noi tudt ra. Bén lic nay thanh phé da déng nghet nguoi
di mua sam ngay thit By va khi bon dita roi quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng,
chiing lién huéng ngay vé con pho tinh lang dan t6i tiém sach c6 Ingledew.

MOoi cu6i tudn Emma déu phu tréng coi tiém sach, ciing la ngi con bé
song vai di Julia cia né — mot nguwdi di rat thong minh va tot bung. Hau
nhuw tat cd nhitng sach hiém va c6 trén ké sach ctia minh di déu da doc qua,
con kién thitc cia di vé thanh pho va vé qua khit caia thanh pho thi thudc
loai uyén tham hiém c6. Rat c6 thé di sé biét vé canh dong hoang bén kia
song. Ciing rat c6 kha niang 1a Ong cau Paton cia Charlie dang & tiém sach.
Thé cho nén, tham chi khong ban mot 161, 1i tré cung bi hut vé phia hai
nguoi c6 thé néi cho ching biét diéu gi da xdy ra véi ddm muong thu.

Kiét sitc sau cudc hanh trinh dai ctia minh, Rembrandt da roi vao giac
ngt mé mu. N6 nam tron vo trong tdi quan Billy, chang thé chit thém duwoc
mot tiéng nao nita.

Khi ca bon kéo gan dén tiém sach, cai 6n ao ctia thanh phé lui xa dan va
dot nhién ching nhan thdy cé gi dé khong 6n. Chang dita nao c6 thé xac
dinh dugc dé la cai gi, nhung khong hiéu sao ca bon ¢t cdm thay hot ha hét
hoédng.

“0O day 6n nhw c6 ma 4m,” Benjamin nhin miii. “Hoi nao c6 bao gid nhw
vay dau.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong c6 chim chéc,” Emma bdo. “Bon chiing di hét ca ro6i.”

Ca dam dén dugc quang tredng rong rai séi ¢ dang truedc nha tho 16n, noi
ma thwong ngay van thay it nhat mot ta qua gay xam di nghénh ngang trén
16p séi, hodc quang quac ram 11 trén n6c nha. Hém nay tham chi dén mot
con chim b6 cau cling chang cé.

“Khong c6 meo luon,” Charlie nhan xét. “Moi khi luc nao cting c6 mot
con méo bat chudt quanh nha thd 16n ma.”

“Ca ché ciling khéng,” Benjamin xoay tron trén got chan, tré mat nhin
quanh quang treong. “Thit Bdy ngudi ta hay dat ché dén day. Vay chi,
ching dau hét roi?”

Billy noi toet ra cai tir dang & trong dau ca dam. “Trong dong hoang.”

Charlie bat chgt c6 cam giac nhu kién bo dang sau gay minh. Co ai dé6
dang nhin bon chiing. N6 quay phat lai, vira kip thdy mot bong hinh mau
vang bién vut vao mot ngd hém. “Tui minh dang bi theo d6i,” n6 lang lang
néi. “Minh vira m@i thdy mét cai gi mau vang long phong, & dang kia kia.”

Khéng dita nao ddm nhin theo tay Charlie chi. Ca dam vat gio chay tot
vao tiém sach nhu thé c6 mot con quai vat dang lan theo dau. Charlie chay
theo bon ban, loang choang xuéng nhitng bac tam cap dan vao trong tiém
va va sam vao Benjamin, thang nay hoang via thét [én mot tiéng canh béo.

Giat minh bdi sw néo loan dot ngot, Ong cau Paton Yewbeam, dang ditng
chong chénh trén dinh chiéc thang gap, bong lac lw that nguy hiém va suyt
nita thi lam tut mat chong sach 6ng 6m day 1 trong vong tay, dang dinh
chat 1én cai ké cao.

“Paton, coi chirng!” Co Julia Ingledew chay ban qua phong dén giir cai
thang lai.
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“Lai vu gi thé, bon nh6?” Ong cau Paton dit dong sach 1én ké va leo
xuong thang.

T4t ca bon dita tré thi nhau n6i mot lic, khién Ong cau Paton phai bit tai
lai va hét 1én, “Quy tha ma bat, titng dita mét thoi.”

“Chung ta nghi giai lao di,” co Ingledew dé nghi.

Tat ca lién don sang phong khach nhé xiu dang sau tiém sach, va torng
khi bon con trai ng6i chen chic cung vGi sach trén ghé dau véi ghé sofa, thi
Emma thuat lai bu6i sdng ctia minh, tir lic phat hién chuéng vit ctia Nancy
trong 16c dén lic thdy vang han bong chim, béng thd trong thanh pho.

“Ta ciing da biét 1a c6 cai gi do sai 1éch,” Ong cau Paton traim ngam.
“Nhung ta khong tai nao nhan ra duwgc cai sai 1éch dy la gi. Peo mat kinh
den vao la ta hay dé vuot mat chi tiét lam.”

“Nhung Ong cau c6 biét gi vé dong hoang bén kia song khong?” Charlie
hoi ong cau no.

“Ta chwa bao gid lidu di xa dén thé,” Ong cau Paton néi véi vé héi tiéc.
“Ma tai sao thua vat lai chon di t&i do, ta hoan toan khong biét.”

“Chung sg hai,” Charlie noi.
“Nhung tui con khong biét tai sao ma ching sg,” Emma tiép.

“Biét chit,” Billy xen vao. “Chang phai Rembrandt da n6i vdi tui minh la
c6 cai gi d6 thirc day va mat dat rung minh do6 sao?”

“Chéau sé khong bao gio gap lai Hat Pau nita r6i,” Benjamin méu mado.
“Qi, tai sao né lai khong thé chd chau vay?”

Co0 Ingledew ndy gid van lui cui don dep tirng géc nhoé trong can phong,
bong dirng tay lai va nhin xoay vao Billy. “Rung minh? Chéu bao la rung
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minh ha?” C6 haéi Billy.
“Phai a, Rembrandt néi thé a,” Billy tra 16i co.

“A, em c6 gia thuyét gi vé mit dat ching, Julia?” Ong cau Paton ngoi
xuong trd lai, kém theo nu cuoi.

Ho doi co Ingledew giai thich.

“Moi nguoi 6 thé cudi nhao t6i, nhung ma toi néi la 6 1y do ca day.”
Co cui xudng ban viét ctia minh va bat dau dut mé bao chi vao ngan kéo.

Sau mot quang thaoi gian chd dgi bon chon ngan ngui, Charlie nan ni,
“Co lam on no6i cho tui chau nghe gia thuyét cta co di, co Ingledew. Tui
chau sé khong cwoi dau ma.”

Co Ingledew gat m& téc day mau hat dé khéi mat va dirng thang 1én.
“T6t 1am, nhung c6 chac chan chau da tirng nghe noi vé né réi, Charlie a.”
Co ngdi Ién tay ghé cia Ong cau Paton. “Nhuw cac chau biét day, Vua Do,
nguwoi ma tat ca cac chau la hau dué dy — ngoai trir chau, di nhién roi,
Benjamin — trm, khi hoang hau chét va nha vua bé vao ritng than khéc mot
minh, thi muwoi nguwdi con ctia ngai danh nhau lién mién, cho dén khi nam
nguoi trong s6 ho phai rdi khoi 1au dai mai mai. Nhwng cudc chién dé
khong hé cham ditt, ma van tiép tuc hang nhiéu thé ky, ding vay, dén tan
nhiéu thé ky sau.”

Tiéng lao nhao ngac nhién noi Ién khi bon tré buot miéng:
“Chao! Nhiéu thé ky?”
“Y c6 1a hang trdm, trim nam ha?”

Charlie néi, “Giong hét nhw dang dién ra ngay hom nay, phai khong c6?
Y chau 14 theo kiéu gia dinh Bloor c& kiém soét tdt cd moi nguwdi, roi Ong
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cau Paton chong lai ho khi ho di qua xa...”
“Va ba noi gém ghiéc cia bo ludn luén chong lai bo,” Benjamin thém.

“Suyt!” Ong cau Paton huo ban tay 1én. “Néu bon bay muén nghe xem
co Ingledew noi gi thi lam on dé co6 dy ndi tiép di.”

Bon tré l1ap tic im bat.

Co Ingledew mim cwdi hét lwgt v6i cd dam tré. “Nhw cd da noi day, su
giét choc kéo dai hang nhiéu thé ky. Vung dit xung quanh lau dai la mét
chién treong bat tan, cho téi khi, vao thé ky thit 18, mot tran hoa hoan da
thiéu hiy hau hét nha ctra trong thanh pho. Chi con mo6i khu vire nhé quanh
nha tho 16n nay la thoat duwgce. Con dau tit ca noi khac déu phai xay dung
lai. Chinh vao khoang thoi gian nay ma gia dinh Bloor da xay dung nén
mot toa nha do so ngay trén bai dat ctia lau dai bi tan pha.”

“Hoc vién Bloor!” Charlie kéu lén.

“Chinh x4ac,” c6 Ingledew xac nhan. “Mdc du ¢ tin rang vao thdi do no
duoc goi la Dinh thy Bloor.”

Benjamin, gio' dang nhan nho vi tiéu kién nhan, néi, “Chau chang thay
chuyén nay co6 gi lién quan tGi viéc mdt dat rung minh ca.”

“Di nhién la khong, co rat tiéc. D€ c6 giai thich nhé,” c6 Ingledew nobi.
“Nhung no lién quan tGi lich sit: bao nhiéu con ngudi dau kho, bao nhiéu
con nguoi bi cam ghét, sg hai, tat ca déu bi chon vui dwéi nhitng 16p tro
tan, bén dudi manh dat lau dai va bén dwdi thanh pho, tat cd...” c6 ép chat
muoi ngén tay vao nhau, “tat ca dan nén lai va roi...” Co liéc nhin guong
mit tai mét caa Billy. “O, 6 1am chau so ha...”

“Khong dau. Khong dau co,” Billy thét 1én. “Lam on ké tiép di c6.”
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C6 Ingledew ngan ngtr tiép, “Om, bat giac cd cam thay rdng chic chin
ngay cang c6 nhiéu vong hon quy di... bi bo... 0... vat vedng”

“Giong nhu ai do6 1at mo ma cta ho 1én,” Charlie st sang ggi y.

“Pung, kiéu nhw thé d6.” Co khé cuwdi. “Nhuwng, that sy thi, Charlie a, y
co la c6 céi gi db, hoac ai do, chac han da danh thirc ho day.”

“Va dé chinh la 1y do khién mat dat rung minh,” Billy chen vao. “Nhitng
con meo ltra da néi rang ching can phdi ngan khong cho nguwdi ta tim ra cai
gi d6.”

“Mot chia khoa, chic chin,” Ong cau Paton néi, nhu 1a ¢ nhin dé khéi
ngap.

Charlie biét thtra giong néi ra vé chan nan ctia Ong cau la dé nham che
gidu noi to mo cua 6ng, va noé hoi, “Ong cau khong c6 y am chi chia khoa
that day chir?”

“Khong, Charlie. Bing hon la m6t vat tao tdc, mot vat ma sé néi két mot
vong hon c6 xwa vai thé gidi caa ching ta.”

Billy bat thinh linh ditng day. “Thu vat c6 kha nang linh cdm sy viéc,
moi nguwdi biét ddy. Chinh vi vay ma ching bo di hét. Néu cé cai gi do tw
qua khit thite giac, thi n6 cling mang nhitng ky ¢c ctia né theo ctung: nhitng
tran danh nhau, nhitng ddm chday, nhitng tang thuwong va ca nhirng tiéng kéu
thét kinh hoang. Hen gi ma bon thu da cao chay xa bay.”

“Chéau thay tat ca nhitng thit nay chang cé ich gi ca,” Benjamin van vi.
“Y chau 13, c6 1& chau sé khong bao giog, 6i, chang bao gid tim lai dugc con
ché caa chau nira.”

Vién canh ghé hon vé mot thanh pho khong mudng tha dot nhién ciing
lic hién ra tredc tat cd moi nguoi.
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“Ct nhw chiu mot 161 nguyén vay,” Emma nhan xét.

Ong cau Paton khéng bi quan nhu thé. “Moi ngudi dam dam qué day,”
ong bao. “Ta chac chan tinh trang nay chi tam thdi théi. Chut xiu con chudt
kia tinh day va sé n6i cho moi ngudi biét bon chim tha di dau.”

Nhuwng Rembrandt khong thitc giac. N6 nam li trong tdi Billy su6t ngay,
chi c6 nhip tim yéu xiu la ddu hiéu sy séng duy nhat ctia né.

Vao Cha nhat, gié bac thoi bat nhitng ddm may muwa tuyét vao thanh pho,
va chi nhitng ké ngéc m@i 16 mat ra duwong.

Charlie va Billy choi tro choi dién tir trong khi Rembrandt, nam vui
trong giwong Billy, vot ra mét tiéng ngdy 1o mo ctia chudt. Mot con gié bao
liét bat ngo hat roi mot vién da phién xudng duwong, va Charlie chay bo ra
ctra s6. O d6 kia, ndp bén duéi cay dé tro trui, né lai trong thdy cai béng
nguoi do vang ay. N6 chac chan dé la ngudi ma n6 da thoang thay i vao
mot con hém hom tredc. Nhung lan nay, mac cho mua tuyét, n6 da nhin
thdy c6 bé rd hon. Néu n6 khong 1am thi c6 nay nguwdi Trung Hoa. Mac 4o
kho4c mau vang nang, c6 mii trum dau lung phung. Va mai téc den x0a
ngang vai dugc vén gon khoi mat co bé bang chiéc cap téc hinh con buém
sang loang.

Khi trong thay Charlie, c6 bé mim cudi va gio ban tay 1én vay. Charlie
vay lai. Vira thdy thé, nu cudi ctia c6 bé lién nd rong thém, roi co chay bién
di mat.

“Cho da!” Charlie goi.
“Anh dang noi chuyeén vai ai vay?” Billy hoi.

“Co0 bé kia,” Charlie bay vu ra khéi phong. N6 lao xudng lau va chay vt
qua hanh lang. Giat phang ctta tredc, n6 gao toang ra ngoai duwong. “bgi
da! Ban la ai?”
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Nhwng ¢6 bé mac 40 mau nang van chay cho tdi khi khuat khéi tam mat

no.
“Co0 bé nao vay?” Billy hoi khi Charlie quay tr¢ vao.

“Chi la mét dita con gai. Hinh nhu n6 biét anh, nhwng ma né chay di

roi.”
Rembrandt thinh linh ré 1én mot tiéng va bat day.

“Coi, n6 day roi nay.” Billy nhat con chu0t 1én va bat dau néi bang thi
tiéng chut chit 1anh 16t la lung cta chuot.

Rembrandt 16 vé nhu dang lang nghe. Khi Billy im tiéng, con chudt dap
lai bang vai tiéng chit yéu 6t.

Billy xu mdt. “Né bao n6 cha nhé gi ca.”

“Cai gi! N6 khong nhé né di tGi noi lanh nan bang cach nao a, hodc mét
ti gl cling khong nhg a?”

Billy lai néi véi Rembrandt. Con vat van cit dap lai bang giong xiu xiu
cua mot con chudt hét hoi.

“N6 c6 nhé ra noi do trong dau, nhung lai quén mat tiéu cach dén do
r6i.”
“Theé thi lam sao tui minh tim dwgc nhitng con thi khac?” Charlie cat

van.

“Khong biét. Nhung du c6 mudn Rembrandt cling khong thé nao tw di lai
quang duwong do lan nita.” Billy nhdc mot chan con chudt 1én. “Tréng nay,
dém chan né bi dau va bi mat mot cai méng.”
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Charlie quan sat ban chan nho téo teo ctia con chudt. Rd rang may ngén
chén nat thé tham. Charlie do ndo tha minh xu6ng givong va nghi dén
Benjamin, chd ngéng bdy thang rong dé gap Hat Dau, chi thdy con ché ma
minh yéu thuong da bién mat. Charlie cdm thay minh phai chiu trach nhiém
cho viéc nay. Gia ma n6é cham s6c Hat Dau t6t hon thi han cha ta da khong
bé di.

“D6 khong phai la 16i ctia anh dau, Charlie,” Billy nho nhe néi. “Dé day
thi noi Bone chac da giét Hat Bau hodc tong n6 vao trai ché hoang réi. Vi
lai, & quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng né vui lam ma.”

“Anh thac mac khong biét bon chim thu c6 trd lai khong,” Charlie dam
chiéu, “hay la chung sé di luon.”

Budi t0i, ngoai Maisie lén cho Rembrandt an. Ba bao bon nhéc dé ba git
con chuot trong phong ba, an toan khéi ndi Bone, roi thit Hai ba sé dem n6
veé lai ch6 6ng Onimous.

Trong khi dé Charlie va Billy phai dong go6i do dac chuan bi cho mét hoc
ky mdi. Hai dita 1am ldi lam viéc, gap 4o chung xanh da troi, 4o so-mi
trang, nhét sach vo, giay va vé xuong dudi day gio, moi dita mai mé deo
du6i nhitng suy nghi riéng ctia minh vé hoc ky md&i & phia trwdc. Charlie tw
héi liéu khong khi trong Phong Nha Vua sap t6i sé ra sao, khi ma noi do
van thuwong no ra nhirng tran chién ngam cda bon con chau Vua Dé trong
gio lam bai tap vé nha. Vao cudi hoc ky trudc, Charlie va ban bé n6 xem ra
da chiém wu thé hon, nhwng n6 biét hoa binh chi la tam thoi théi. Nam diva
khac da 16 mat la nhitng ké thu ghé gdm. Thé nao roi ciing sé xdy ra xung
dot 1on gitta dam hau dué ctia Vua Bo6 cho ma xem.

Sang hom sau, khi Charlie buwéc chan vao bén trong canh cong déi cao
16n ctia Hoc vién Bloor, né dé y thay c6 nhiéu dita tré trong rat u uan. Luat
im ldng khong phai la nguyén nhan duy nhat ciua bau khong khi &m dam
nay. Nhitng cai vai thong thugt, nhitng do6i mat cup xudng, nhitng tiéng thé
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dai ndo né budt ra trong khi Ii tré luoén lach qua dam dong va di vao nhitng
phong dé ao khoac ctia khoa minh.

“Qi dao 6i, con mwa méi u &m lam sao!” Manfred Bloor x6ng bira vao
dam dong. “Co chuyén gi vdi ca dam tui bay vay? Cuoi lén coi, Emmal!
Gabriel Silk, trong may nhu ca tuan bi wét vay. Tranh cho cho ta di coi,
thang kho.”

Manfred bat ngo ditng sung ngay sat mat Lysander Sage. Charlie nhan
thay anh ban minh gi¢ da cao gan bang thang con trai 6ng hiéu truéng.
Lysander, mang vé mat vo cing cuwong quyét, lang 1é ditng nguyén tai cho.

“Tranh ra!” Manfred thét lac.
“May néi ‘lam on’ di!”

Bon tré xung quanh hai dira 1ap tic Iui ra, bo lai Manfred va Lysander
chinh inh ngay chinh gitta tién sanh. B mat xanh mét ctia Manfred da
chuyén sang do 1¢ ly. Han quac mat nhin Lysander, d6i mat den hip lai va
16ng may nhuwén nhiu thanh mot duwong ké dién gian vat trén cai mii dai
cta han.

Charlie nin thé. Néu Lysander khong tranh ra mau, thi anh ay sé bi théi
mién mat. Tat cad moi nguwdi trong tién sanh déu nhan thitc r6 méi nguy
hiém 4y. Nhiéu dira trong bon chiing, ké ca Charlie, da titng la nan nhan cta
anh mat gay té liét ciia Manfred.

Tranh ra di Sander, tranh ra di, Charlie tham thic hoi ban minh.
Nhung Lysander khong tranh duong.

Manfred ha banh miéng. Mét tiéng huc kinh hén phat ra. Han dinh doa
phat cam tdc, nhung, phi ra mot tiéng thé khinh miét, Lysander da lwét di
khoi va budc vao phong dé 4o khoac xanh 14 cay.
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Charlie ditng ngay ra, kinh hai trwdc canh minh vira chitng kién. Manfred
da khong thoi mien hodc khong doa nat dugc Lysander, va gio day xem ra
han dang bi soc nang. Con mat trgn trirng ngd xa xam, noi khiép sg va
khong tin noi in trén gwong mdt xwong xau cta han.

Billy giat ao chung caa Charlie. “Tui minh nén ra khoi day mau,” no thi
tham.
Loi canh bao cua thang bé dén qua tré.

“May dang dom cai gi thé ha, Bone?” Manfred quat, gio' tham chi con
dién cubng hon truedc.

“Khong... em chi... em nghi minh danh mat do6.”

“P06 ranh con.” Manfred quay ngoat di va dung dung tién tGi phong
Huynh Truang.

Charlie chi chirc mudn hét gi d6 bay ba sau lwng han, nhwng Billy da 16i
né vao phong dé do khoac xanh da troi. Ca hai duwgce don tiép bang tiéng tro
chuyén ong ong o o. {t nhat mudi dita tré bi mat thti cung. Gabriel Silk
trong con U ri hon thudong 1€ nhiéu. Hai muwoi con trong s6 chudt canh cia
Gabriel bién mat, cung v§i ba con vit va con dé cung ma me né nuoi.

“Vay dau té bang mat cho,” Gwyneth Howells kéu van, ma néu dung cho
dung ttr thi la than khéc.

“Mat meo kinh khing hon mat ch6 nhiéu,” mét dita con gai nho quat
trong chiéc do chung réng gap doi than minh cai lai.

Fidelio Gunn dang 1én day dan, tinh bo khéng doéi hoai gi dén cudc ban
luan xung quanh.
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“Fido, thé con méo ctia anh thi sao? Con Pudding thé nao?” Charlie ngoi
xuong bang ghé bén canh ban.

“Pudding 4? N6 lam sao? N6 binh thwdng chit sao. Di nhién, van diéc
nhu cay cot vay.”

“Chac anh da nghe thay gi r6i d6. Thu nudi cua tat ca moi ngwoi déu...”
Charlie chgt nin thinh vi suc nhé ra. “A, con méo ctia anh bi diéc.” N6 hinh
dung nha cua Fidelio, chat ctrng tui con nit hoc nhac, danh dan bap bung va
gd trong, hat ho va nén nhip. Mai Am Gia Pinh Gunn rung chuyén that sy
vOi am thanh — nhung ma, vao dém khuya thi dau co rung.

“Thé c6 gi dac biét dién ra trong nha anh vao dém thit Bay khong?”
Charlie hoi.

“C06.” Fidelio ngdm nga mot not nhac. “Anh Felix chia tay v&i ban nhac
cta anh ay. Ho & trén gac mai nhung van 6n ao nhw dia nguc. Ba anh phai
bao ho khan goi ra di vao lic mot gio khuya.”

“Thao nao,” Charlie v& I€. “Chac la Pudding chdang cam thady gi hét.” N6
diéng 1én, nhan thay phong dé 4o khoac gio da vang tanh. “Pi thoi, tui minh
tré gio tap hop bay gio.”

Trong gio giai lao dau tién, bau khong khi u uat phu trum khap san choi.
Charlie ngac nhién sao ma c6 nhiéu dita nu6i ham ba lang nhiéu loai thu
cung dén thé. N6 di ngang qua mot dam kho chi dang ban tan vé nhitng
con thd bi mat ctia chiing: ch6, méo, tho, tham chi ca giong mao, ran, va
vuron mat to dudi dai. Bon thd cung da di dau va tai sao? Liéu ching c6 tré
vé khong, va bao gio thi vé?

Charlie dinh ninh rang r6t cuéc nhitng nghi ngo ciing sé lai do 1én dau
nhitng hau dué ctia Vua B4. Bon ching chuyén bi doé thira cho nhitng s
kién quai la xdy ra.
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Co6 Chrystal, gido vién day dan, han hoan vay tay vGi Charlie tir ctra
vuon. “Tro khée chit, Charlie?” C6 goi. “Trong tro that than thé.”

“Em dang tim Fidelio, thwa ¢6,” Charlie dap.

“A. Tro ay dang chd hoc nhac. C6 dén tré ma.” Cé Chrystal thut lai vao
trong toa nha.

Charlie ghen ti v6i Fidelio. Anh dy dwgc mot c6 gido tré nhat, xinh dep
nhat treong day nhac cho. Ai nhuw Charlie phdi hoc 6ng thay Paltry gia nua,
ban tinh va ho ra toan mui thudc 1a.

“Chao, Charlie!”

Charlie quay qua thi thady Tancred va Lysander dang cung nhau dao bwdc
bén mé san. Tancred vay no lai. Charlie chay dén cho ho, nhung nu cuoi
chao don thwong 1€ cia Lysander da vang béng. Anh hét hai ngd ra mong
lung, nhu thé Charlie khong cé & do vay.

“Hé, tuyét qua troi, anh diing cdm duong dau véi Manfred nhu thé hay
qud,” Charlie n6i day hao hirng.
Van khéng cudi. “Um.” Lysander nhin lo 140 ra ding truéc.

“Con vet ctia n6 di ro6i,” Tancred gidi thich. “Em biét ddy, con Homer ay

N

ma.
“Tat ca tha vat déu bo di,” Charlie n6i. “Chuing di trong khi trdi n6i bao
tuyét hoi hom thit Bdy. Nhung ching ta sé dwa chiing trd lai, em biét chiing

ta sé lam dwgc ma.”

Tancred néi nhanh. “Ve tuyét thi, Charlie a. D6 la do anh lam day. Anh
lam ra tuyét, nhuwng anh thé la anh khong dinh liu dén tha thiéc gi ca.”
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“Anh!” Charlie kéu 1én. “Hén chi. Em thdy thit tuyét 4y né quai quy sao
sao do.”

Tancred trong bo hoi phat y. “Anh that sy nghi minh da lam cyc t6t day
ch.”

“Nhung tai sao phai do tuyét?” Charlie hoi.

“Mdy con meéo ltra dén hoi thic anh lam vay day.” Tancred quo nguyén
ban tay quao md téc vang citng queo cua minh. “Anh ciing khong biét tai

»

Sao.

“Chung cting dén gdap em nita,” Charlie néi, gan nhw véi riéng minh thi
ding hon. “C6 1€ chiing da c6 ngan dé cho nguoi ta khéi tim ra cai gi do, va
néu co tuyét thi sé do hon mot chut, nhwng c6 vé nhw cudi cung ké nao do
cling da 1ay dwgc mot vat. Cai vat ay noi két thé gidi ctia ching ta véi mot
thi nhw 1a... vong hon c6 xwa.” Charlie thé rit vao mot hoi.

Hai anh 16n dom sung vao Charlie, vira nhw bi hiit hon, vira pha lan ngo
vuc.

“Sao nita,” Lysander giuc.

“Um, khi viéc d6 xay ra, mat dat ring minh. t nhat d6 1a diéu ma con
Rembrandt n6i v6i Billy. Mudng thi cdm nhan dugc cai rung minh do va
tat ca bon chiing hoang sg dén noi chay tron sach.”

“Pi dau?” Lysander héi don. “Con vet ciia anh di ludn r6i va anh mudn
no6 tré lai. Anh can né.”

Charlie nhtin vai chju thua. “Rembrandt néi tat ca ching da bang qua
song. N6 da trd vé, nhung gio thi n6 khéng thé nhé noi n6 da di téi... tdi
noi nao dé bang cach nao.”
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“P6 chudt v6 dung,” Lysander gam gur.

Charlie that vong khi thdy mot ngwdi citng céi nhuw Lysander ma lai qua
phu thudc vao mot con vet nhw vay. N6 dinh 1én tiéng bénh viec Rembrandt
thi tiéng tu va da rdc 1én bao hiéu gio giai lao két thiic, va bon con trai cam
dau vé lai hoc vién.

Trong luc dam dong tré con chen chuc nhau qua ctta vion, Charlie kinh
ngac thdy mot dang quen quen dang budc di lan trong bon ching. D6 la me
cua Benjamin, c6 Brown.

“Me cta ban em kia, Charlie.” Tancred nhan xét. “Benjamin c6 hoc &
Hoc vién Bloor khong?”

Charlie lac dau. “Khong. Bang ra n6 phai néi cho em biét chi. Co6 ay
dang lam gi ¢ day nhi?”

“Co dy la tham tw tw, vi vay chac chan c6 ay dang diéu tra gi do6,”
Lysander nhan dinh. “Hay, c6 1€ c6 ay dén dé tim hiéu vu thu vat bién mat
cling nén. Bao dam nguoi ta nghi la tai mot dita trong dam tui minh.” Anh
pha lén cudi chua chat.

Co Brown bat thinh linh ngoai lai sau va bat gap anh mat caa Charlie. C6
v0i quay di va budc qua ctra.

“Co dy khong muon t6 ra la biét em,” Charlie n6i vé nghi hoac.

“Em nam trong dién kha nghi, Charlie Bone,” Tancred néi v6i nu cuoi

’

giéu cgt. “Gap lai em sau nhé, ké lam boc haoi bon thi.” Anh bay dudi theo
Lysander, lic nay da sai budc di dang truéc.

“Cai...” Charlie ditng ha h6c mom ra.
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Tancred ndi dua théi, di nhién, nhuwng viéc me thang ban than nhat cta ta
co y tranh né ta thi khéng phai la dua roi.

“Biét ngay may la dira cudi cung ma,” Asa Pike, huynh trueéng, cwoi
khay nhin Charlie tir bén trong tién sanh. “Mu0i gidy nita la tao khéa...”

“KHONG!” Charlie phéng bay qua bac cira va dirng kit lai ngay bén
canh Asa.

“May nghi Giang sinh vui nhi?” Lu6n c6 vé khinh miét an sau moi 16i
nhan xét cua Asa.

Charlie chon cach 10 tit s miét thi dé di va dap, “Tuyét 1lam, cam on.
Con anh?”

B0 mat nhu con chon ctia Asa co rum lai. N6 vat mot mé toc md nhon
nhon mau cam ra sau tai va noi, “Dwong nhién. Xéo ngay khong may tré
gio hoc bay gio.”

Charlie hap tdp bang qua tién sdnh, bé mac Asa déng ctra vieon. Co céi gi
do6 bat thwong trong hanh vi cia thang huynh treéng nay. Hinh nhw han sg
sét va bat an. Asa la hoc sinh 16n nhét trong treong va dang ly ra han phai
la tha linh nam sinh, nhwng vi thi trirgt tat cd cac mon, han danh chiu
chuyén chitc do vao tay Riley Burns, mot ké hgm hinh, ty cho minh biét
tuot moi sy trén doi va la mot nha vo dich dién kinh.

Phai chang sy vu nhuc nha d6 giai thich cho noi hoang hot cua Asa?
Charlie khéng chac. Va ré6i mot y nghi loé 1én trong dau Charlie. Ai ciing
biét Asa c6 thé thay d6i hinh dang. Moi khi trdi sup t6i, hdn c6 thé trd
thanh mot sinh vat giéng nhw séi, lvng cong, mom dai. Co 1€, gidng nhw
bao con thi khéc, han cling da cAm nhan dwgc khi mat dat rung minh.
Charlie dinh bung sé quan séat thang huynh truédng trong gid lam bai tap, khi
ching ng6i cung ban trong Phong Nha Vua.
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T6i hom d6, Charlie 1a dita dau tién di qua canh ctra doi mau den vao
Phong Nha Vua. N6 nhin quanh can phong hinh tron, mai tran cao, v&i
nhitng birc twong cong dung kin nhitng ké sach boc da. Chi chura lai khong
gian cho mot bitc tranh duy nhat: bitc chan dung Vua Bé khong 16 1ong
khung ma vang.

Charlie thich ng6i ch6 ma né c6 thé ngam bifc tranh, va né vira bay xong
sach v 1én chiéc ban tron thi nhitng dita tré dwgc ban phép thuat khac cling
luc tuc kéo dén.

DPau tién la Joshua Tilpin, mot thang bé loat choat, mat nhw mat chudt, tai
to va rang x0c xéch. Nhuw thuong 1€, nguwdi né dinh day nhoc bui phan, gidy,
la va canh kho. Khong phai chi sinh ti tinh nhw mot thoi nam cham thong
thwong, Joshua con cé kha nang thu hit dwge nhiéu thit khac nhau. Tiép
theo la chi em sinh doi siéu nang, Idith va Inez, r6i tGi Billy Raven len lén
di qua ctra. Khép nép di vé phia Charlie, Billy thi thao. “Em c6 diéu muon
noi véi anh.”

Nhung Charlie hau nhw khong nghe thay Billy néi gi. N6 dang mai nhin
chong chong vao bitc chan dung nha vua. N6 ranh bitc tranh nay lam. N6
van thwong ngam nghia gwong mat den, véi nhitng dwong nitt mo hay gap
& cac birc tranh c6. Nha vua doi virong mién vang thanh manh va mac do
chung do, nhitng nép gap sac nét trén 4o sam lai va xin mau nam thang.
Charlie ludn wéc ao c6 ngay di vao dugc bitc tranh va rdo buéc trong thé
gidi xa x0i cua Vua Do, nhung ludn c6 gi dé ngan can n6. Mot cai bong
dam diéng sau nha vua, mot bong hinh bi hiém khoa chat moi ¢6 gang cta
Charlie hau tiép xic vdi to tién minh. Nhung bay gio...

Mat Charlie trgn cang 1én. Choang vang trong con soc, n6 tim chat 1y
cai lung ghé. Cai béng da dich chuyén. Cai bong dé6 mo thoi, nhung Charlie
biét ranh bitc tranh dén noi cai béng r6 mon mot doi vai nd. Trude day céi
boéng chi la m6t dai mu swong, ditng dang sau nha vua. Gid thi hinh nhw céi
béng da 16n hon va rd hon, nhw thé n6 da budc mot budce téi trudc.
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“Cai bong,” Charlie nin tho.

Chom sat lai gan né, Billy thi thao, “Em ciing dinh néi cho anh biét vé
cai bong do.”
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Chuong 5: Phu Thuy Cé Hai Cai Bong

“Billy Raven, tro dang noéi gi day?” Manfred Bloor khénh khang di vao
phong. Tay han xach mot chiéc cdp tap den to dung, nhin méi cing.

“0... khong a. Em chi bao Charlie dich cuén sach ra théi.” Pdi mét do
cua Billy chdp chép sg hai.

“Im lang 1a vang, nhé dé, Billy.” Manfred ng6i vao choé cta han & cai ban
doi dién.

“Vang, thia thay Man... a ngai.” Billy kip thoi sy'c nhé ra Manfred bay
gio phai dugc goi la “ngai”.

Dan dan, Phong Nha Vua ciling day hét. Lysander la nguwdi cudi cung di
vao. Anh déng ctra lai bang mot ci da hau, khién Manfred noi tran 16i dinh.
“Quy bat may di, may khong thé cw xit binh thwdng duwgc sao, Lysander
Sage?”

“Ciling con tuy xem thay ngu y cai gi la binh thwong,” Lysander diém
nhién. “Y cta toi 1a khong ai trong ching ta & ddy binh thuong ca, diing
khong? Tham chi ca thay cling khong.”

Bat ngd qua, Manfred trgn mat kinh hoang nhin Lysander, nhwng r6i
nhanh choéng 1dy lai binh tinh, han nat nd, “Ta thay mi xac lao du r6i day,
Sage. R6i mi sé phai tra gia cho 16i nhan xét d6. Thoi, ng6i xudng va cam
mom lai.”
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Nhtn vai, Lysander ng6i xuéng canh Tancred, va treéc nhitng cai nhin
cham cham ctia dam tré con lai trong phong, anh bay sach v@ ra ban.

Bau khong khi ngot ngat trong Phong Nha Vua méi ltic mo6i ngot ngat
hon. Charlie thay t6i nay cai bon ngoi hai bén Manfred c6 vé ty man mot
cach dac biét. Chung lién tuc da cho nhau nhitng anh mat bi hiém, va roi lai
tro trdo dom phdng qua ban, tGi cho Charlie va ban bé né.

Dorcas L.oom da c6 thoi la mot con nho tron tria lic nao ciing cuoi. Gio
né6 trd thanh mot c6 nang mwdi hai tudi uc ich, mat lic nao cling tron ngugc
1én, v&i mai téc vang tét bim va nwdc da tai nhot 6m yéu cia ké ci & tit
trong nha. N6 ngoi lén gitta cap sinh doi giong nhau y dic nha Branko la
Idith va Inez — doi tré madt tro nhw bup bé, toc den, chi cwoi khi c6 diva nao
do gap chuyén diéu ding.

MGt trong hai dita sinh doi (ai biét la dita nao) lic nay dang dom Charlie
hau héu, trong khi anh mat Charlie chia lén bitc chan dung Vua Bé. N6
khong tai nao tap trung duwgc vao bai tap ctia minh. Vi tri bi thay doi cua cai
béng nghiét nga trong bitc hoa da choan hét tam tri né. Viéc nay da xay ra
thé nao? Va tai sao? Manfred ti'ng bdo vGi né rang cai bong do la Borlath,
nguoi con ca cta nha vua, mot tén bao chua tan nguwgc. Nhung ban nang
mach bao Charlie rang diéu d6 khong phai. Vay thi cai béng do la ai?

“Bone! Lam bai tap di!” Tiéng quat cia Manfred kéo tudt Charlie tré lai
mat dat.

“Em dang... dang lam,” né lap bap.

“Lao. Mi lai dang nhin trgn nhin trao vao bic tranh chit gi. Mi ltic nao
ma cha vay. Hu, bo cudc di, Charlie Bone, bdi vi do la birc tranh ma mi
khong bao gid, khong bao gid c6 thé vao dugc. Hiéu chi?”

“Vang, néu thay noi vay,” Charlie ctii dau xudng bai tap ctia minh. N6 ¢o
cwong lai niém théi thic phai nhac t6i cai béng, mac du no chi ao wéc
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muon biét may dita kia sé phan &ng ra sao véi diéu d6. Ngoai Billy, xem ra
chwa dita nao nhan thay cai béng da dich chuyén thi phai?

Ngay khi gio lam bai tap két thiic, Charlie thu gom sach v& lai va tat twéi
theo Billy ra khoi phong.

“Em c6 thdy cai béng khong?” N6 hoi Billy khi thang bé con vdi va di
doc theo hanh lang. “Cé phai d6 la chuyén em muon néi véi anh khéng?”

“Em dau c6 tinh mat 1am dau,” Billy than trong noi. R6i né dirng lai,
ngoai ra sau. “Ho dang cho cai gi vay?”

Quay lai nhin, Charlie thady Gabriel, Emma, Tancred va Lysander dang
dirng bén ngoai Phong Nha Vua.

“Cau c6 thay cai dé khong?” Emma goi Charlie.

“Cai gi?” Charlie noi, by'c minh vi bi phan tam ngay luc dang rang moi
thém tin tc tw Billy.

“Asa tdi khoa ctra ngay khi tui minh roi khoi phong,” Emma béao véi
Charlie.

“Bon kia van con & trong d6 ma,” Gabriel thém. “Bon ching am muu gi
thé nhi?”

“Ai théem quan tam,” Lysander litng thitng di khoi nhém ban.

“Minh thi quan tdm day,” chiéc do chung cua Tancred bay phong lén va
mot lan gié manh vu qua thoi bay tung téc ca bon. “Chiing dang lam gi thé?
Minh muén biét.” Anh ap tai vao canh ctra, ding lic d6 canh ctta ma ra,
khién anh chui nhui vé trudc, tong am vao Asa Pike.

“Cut di, d6 do tham!” Asa rit 1én, hat ngtra Tancred ra.
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Cung vdai tiéng thét tirc gian, Tancred hut chan nga ra sau, mat thang
bang va té phich mong xudng san.

“Tat ca tui bay ctt mau,” Asa ng6 trirng tritng qua hanh lang. “Trt phi
tui bay muon cam tic.” Poan sap canh cira cai inh va 6n ao khoa lai tir bén
trong.

Tancred ditng day va dang dinh x6ng vao Phong Nha Vua lan nita, thi
Emma vin canh tay anh lai. “Dung, Tanc,” con nho noi. “Khong dang dau.”

Charlie thay ro rang Tancred dang hang tiét mudn phang hét sitc vao
canh cwra doi cao l6n, den bong kia, nhung c6 gi do trong giong ndi nho nhe
ctia Emma da ngin Tancred lai. “O. Néi phai d6, Emma. Lam thé anh chi t&
lot vao tay chung thoi.”

Emma gitp Tancred thu don sach bt bi roi rét lai, sau dé, cap chéng bai
tap vé nha dwéi nach, cau bé bao td6 hoa vao nhém ban di vé nhitng phong
ngu chung. Khi ching bang qua chiéu nghi phia trén tién sanh, hai anh 16n
roi bon nhé va leo céi cau thang thit nhat Ién tang trén. Di thém chiit nita,
Emma bat dau leo tiép cau thang thit hai dén phong ngu chung nit sinh.

“Chuc ngu ngon, Emma. Hen g...,” Charlie dot nhién dung sttng lai.
“Gl vay?” Emma ngoai ra sau ngo.

Hanh lang t6i om om, va da bat dau khong con nhin thay dugc nhitng
canh ctra, nhung Charlie biét minh da nhin thdy gi. “Chd Brown,” né thi
thao. “Ba ctia Benjamin. Cha ay dang di theo bon minh. Minh chac chan
nhu vay do.”

“Quai la,” Emma lam bam. “Nhwng tui minh danh mac ké thé6i,” con nho

ngap. “Minh di day. Chuic cac cau nga ngon.” R6i né bién mat vao bong toi
cta tang tiép theo.
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Charlie va Billy xubi tiép day hanh lang t6i mo, t&i phong ngi ma chiing
da & cung va6i nhau héi hoc ky truede. Moi phong déu c6 mot danh sach dan
& ctra, va ngay tirc khac ching nhan thady minh lai dugc nga chung phong.

Gabrile da ¢ san trong phong ngt chung. Cau chang dang ngoi trén mot
trong nhitng cai giwong, hit hit khong khi. “C6 mui ky ky & day,” cau béo.

“Mui hay khong mui tui minh ciing la nhitng dita dau tién vao day, vi vay
tui minh dwgc quyén chon giwong trwde.” Charlie nhin dong hé deo tay cta
minh. “Cha, Manfred cho tui minh ra s6m.”

“Pé han con ban chuyén bi mat v4i Asa va dong bon chit gi, chac chan,”
Gabriel suy doan. Anh chang di vao phong tam va hét Ién mot tiéng kinh
hon. “Oi! G6m qua. Lai con ché d6 nita.”

“Oi, May Phiic, em quén phéng n6 mat.” Khi Billy chay U t6i budng tim,
né suyt vap phai mot con cho a i, lun tit dang rang loac choac chay ra trén
bd cang liin ciin.

“N6 lam gi ¢ day vay?” Gabriel la chéi 16i. “Sao né khong bién di cung
v0i nhitng con tha con lai?”

“Em da dinh néi cho anh biét,” Billy vo vo dau con ché gia. “N6 da vao
day khi em d& do dac ra, va hinh nhw 1a, em da vo6 tinh nhét né & trong

buong tam khi em di lam bai tap.”

“Nhung chuyén dé khong giai thich dugc viec n6 da tranh cudc lanh nan
dai tra ctia bon muong thi ra sao,” Gabriel néi khi quay tré vao buéng tam.

“N6 gia r6i,” Billy chi ra. “Rat nhiéu con vat gia khong di n6i, hodc
khong cam nhan dugce con dia chan, hay con gi gi do.”

Billy day May Phtic 1én céi giwong ma n6 da chon cho minh. “That ra thi
né c6 cam thiy dugc cu rung minh dé,” thang bé bao Charlie. “Nhung ltic
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d6 n6 dang & bén ba bép truwdng, va ba ay bat n6 ¢ dau phéi ¢ yén day. Khi
tat ca két thic, né bo ra ngoai va thay cé mot thir gi do lam cho né rat, rat
sg. Phai vay khong, May Phuc?”

Con ché gia phut ra vai tiéng gu gtr tram dac va ndm xoai ra trén chiéc
goi cua Billy. Charlie ng6i & cudi cai givong ké givong Billy. N6 khong
hiéu lam sao ma Billy c6 thé chiu duwng n6i mui héi khung khiép ma May
Phuc chac chan da dé lai trén goi, chwa n6i dén dat cat, 16ng vdi lai bo chét.

“Um, thé né da trong thdy cai gi?” Charlie héi Billy.

Thang bé bach tang ha thap giong. “N6 thdy mdt phu thuy c6 hai cai
bong.”

“Cai gi!” Charlie thét len.
Gabriel vot ban ra khoi nha tam. “Gi ha?”
Charlie 1dp lai nhitng gi Billy vira n6i v&i minh.

“Y em néi 1a, mot phit thiiy?” Vé khiép hai lan cling khdp gwong mat dai
ctia Gabriel, khién chd chang trong giéng nhw mot con tho strng sét. “Lam
sao May Phuc biét d6 1a mot phu thuy?”

“Tw do la tr em noi,” Billy thtra nhan. “Nguyén van May Phuc ndi la
mot phu nit giong quy.”

“Mot phu nit giong quy,” toc dang sau gay Charlie dung 1én nhuw bui
mam x0i. “Thé nghe lai con ghé hon.”

“Thé thi mac mé gi téi hai cai béng chg?” Gabriel hoi, hy vong tw tran
an dwgc minh bang mét 16i gidi thich hop ly. “Em c6 nghi con cho6 nhin
mot thanh hai khong? Y anh 1a né gia qué roi con gi.”
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“Thi lwc ctia n6 tot ¢d thi lyc em,” Billy stra lai cap mat kiéng tron cua
né va noi véi May Phiic bang thit tiéng gi do nghe nhu tiéng lau bau, rén ri.

May Phtc hoc 1én mét tiéng lo lang, roi lan ngiva nguwoi ra va phot thém
mot trang sua giat cuc nita.

“Chinh xac la hai cai béng,” Billy néi sau khi con ché gia dung lai. “Béi
vi mot trong hai cai bong da bién thanh mot cai gi do nita, trong khi bong
ctia nguwdoi phu nit giong quy thi van & nguyén vdéi ba ay.”

“Bién thanh cai gi?” Gabriel va Charlie cung budt miéng dong thanh héi.

“Véi mot con cho thi m6 td dwgc nhw vay la gioi lam r6i,” Billy néi vé
kham phuc. “Ltc dy n6 & trong tién sanh, nip sau cai ti com-mot cil.
Ngudi phu nit d6 di xudéng cau thang chinh véi hai cai béng téa xudng nén
da tredc mat. Va khi ba dy ra téi canh ctra chinh thi céi... cai bong kia, hinh
nhu la, ditng 1én. Pau tién né mau xam, giong mot dam may bui, réi sau do
n6é chuyén mau xanh 14 cay c6 nhitng mang vang choi.”

Billy liéc nhin May Phic va ha thap giong. “N6 bao dé la mot céi ao
choang ngu dai, nhung em nghi cai d6 giong nhu kiéu 4o thung dai thoi
Trung c6.” Thang bé toét miéng cwdi than thién véi May Phiic mot cai.
“Khong phai 16i ctia n6. Y em 13, né chwra thdy 4o thung dai thoi Trung c6
bao gio. Con em thi em chi thdy né trong nhitng bitc tranh cta...”

“Em lam on néi tiép vé cai bong dugc khong?” Charlie thic haéi.

“Xin 16i. Nhung cam xtic cua ché la rat quan trong.” Billy ho nhe mot
cai. “A ma né néi 1a cai béng cé guong mit ctia mot ngudi dan dng, toc
nau, gan tdi vai, di giay dai va nhon, va...”

Canh ctra bat thinh linh m@ tung va mét dan con trai tia vao phong.
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“Ui! Khong phéi con ché gia ct d& bdc mui d6 nita chit,” mot thing bé
nam thi¢ nhat tén Bragger kéu réu, cai thang nay map thu 1g, to banh va
duwoc goi 1a Oc N&.

May Phtc ra 1én mét tiéng hoang hot, nhay ban khoi giwong va lot tot
chay thuc mang ra ctra.

“G6m ghiéc,” Bragger lau bau, di t6i cai givong xa khoi givong Billy
nhat. “Con ch6 @6 boc mui tém nhat tran doi.”

“T6i nghi con c6é mui khac ac chién hon nita kia,” Fidelio néi, dat tadi
xach len cai givong Charlie da gianh cho no.

“Me cho em thuoc khit mui nay ne,” Rupe Small, mot thang bé nam thi
nhat bé teo la quac quac. “Sé c6 lai mui dé chiu ngay thoi ma, Bragger.”
Poan né chia ra mét cai hop bang thiéc to twdng mau hong va xit ti tung
khap phong cai mui tham chi con ghé hon mui ctia May Phuic.

“N6 c6 tén la Canh Hoa Thom,” Rupe xang xai la tiép, trong khi muai
mot thang bé cung lao bo 1én giwvong minh va vui mat giau vao goi, vao ao
ngu va bat ky thit gi ching vé dugc.

Nhitng tiéng thét nghet :

“Thoi ngay!”

“Con kinh t6m hon ay!”

(CDep di!”

“Pita nao bop chét thang kia mau!”

vang ra tir nhitng nan nhéan, trong khi Rupe van vo tu rai day phong nga
chung cai mui ngat thd cua Canh Hoa Thom.
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Xem ra khong cé gi cé thé ngan chan dugc ké xit hwong kién quyét kia,
mai dén khi c6 tiéng thét thanh trang xé tai vang lén tir tang trén. Ket gitta
luong hoi phut nira chitng, Rupe ditng ha h6c mom, trong khi bon con trai
vun gkhoi giwong va chum nhum chay phong qua no.

Charlie 1a dita dau tién chay lén t&i 1au ctia bon con gai. N6 ditng & bac
thang trén cung, gét chan chong chanh va chi chyc té bo ra sau, trong khi
Gabriel, bau han cé hai ban tay vao Charlie, ng6é vong qua ngudi né tGi
hanh lang dang kia.

“Q, KHIEP!OI ME OT!” Gabriel réng 1én, ngd chéng ngira xuéng hang
con trai dirng dang sau.

Chang mang dén nhitng tiéng kéu la dau dén va cau kinh & dudi cau
thang, Charlie tr6 mat nghi hodc nhin céi sinh vat lu 1 treéc mat minh.
Mot con ca sau chau My khong 16 mau xam — xanh 14 cay choan chat ca
hanh lang. Con vat hap hdy doi mat vang khé va ha ngoac cai miéng sau
nhu hang dong, nhéi nhét day nhitng chiéc rang quy, sac nhw dao cao, chia
tirng thay, ké cd trong nhitng phim kinh di.

San nha phia sau con quai vat rai rac nhitng hinh hai trong dua kiéu ao
ngu nam Gp mat xuéng san, trong khi d6 vé mat hon siéu phach lac ctia
dam con géi chwa xiu thap tho 16 ra day nhitng canh ctra cac can phong;
nhin thdy con c4 sau, ching ru lén r6i bé chay vao. Hanh lang doi vang
tiéng inh oang cta nhitng canh ctra sap voi.

Bong diwng sinh vat khong 16 rong 1én mot tiéng xé c6 hong va x6 tdi
Charlie. BAm chac 14y con tién tay vin cau thang, nhung, khong thé nhic
nhich, Charlie thét I6n dén noi sinh vat dé dirng phat lai gitta dwong.

“CHUYEN GI Bb0O?”

Charlie nhan ra giong ba co Lucretia Yewbeam ctia minh, cling la ba
giam thi. Thtra biét ba ta ghét minh c& nao nén né chang mong ba ta tGi giai
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cttu, nhung that ngac nhién lam sao, con quai vat bat dau tan ra ra. Truwéc
tién la cai dudbi vo hinh dan, lan 1én tdm lung c6c cdy mun com, tdi cai dau
gam g, roi cho tGi khi con ca sau hoan toan bi nudt chitng vao hw khong.

DPén lic ba Lucretia Yewbeam leo qua duwgc nhitng thang bé bi thwong va
1én tGi chd Charlie thi hanh lang da trong tron, ngoai trit may dita con gai
bat tinh.

Muc kich canh twgng hai hung trivdc mat, ba giam thi gao to.
“CHARLIE, MAY LAM CAI QUAI QUY GI O HA, THANG KIA?”

“Chau a?” Charlie kéeu len. “Dau cé.”

“May bdo thé nay ma la dau cé a?” Ba giam thi chi ddm con gai nga rap,
vai dita trong bon gid dang hoi tinh.

“Con khong lam chuyén do,” Charlie cai.

“Né6 lam ddy,” mot giong quy quyét vang lén. Dorcas Loom da tho mat ra
khoi mot trong nhitng phong ngt chung. “N6 lam mét con ca sau chau My.
H, n6i cach khac, né tao ra do anh mét con ca sau My.”

“Khong bao gid,” Charlie la am 1én. “Ban biét r6 1a khong phai t6i ma.
Nghe moi nguoi kéu thét toi mai len day ma.”

“Nhu thé khong cé nghia 1a may khéng lam,” Dorcas stng so.

“Pi gdp hiéu trudng ngay lap tirc,” ba giam thi quac mat ng6é xudng
Charlie.

“Tai sao?” Charlie hoi, ngac nhiéen that su.

“Pé¢ gidi thich may vira mdéi lam gi.”
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“Nhuwng ma...” Charlie ngwdc nhin 1én bo mat lanh nhuw tién to chu va
phia trén cao. Ho ltuc nao cling hét nhw nhau, ba ndi va ba ba co ctia n6. Ho
lu6n ludn chong lai né. Tranh cai cling v6 ich.

N6 vira dgm chan buwéc xuéng cau thang thi mot giong thanh thét vang
1én. “Ban ay khéng lam dau, thwa ba gidm thi. That day. Chau biét chac
chan ban ay khong lam ma.”

Charlie quay qua thi thay Olivia Vertigo dang buéc voi doc theo hanh
lang. Con nhé mac bd pi-ja-ma quai chiéu chua tirng thay. Ca quan lan ao
déu bang nhung den théu nhitng bong hoa vang 6ng to chum bup, hop
“tong” vO cung vOi mai toc sgi vang sgi den cua con nho.

“Khong phai viéc cua tro, Olivia,” ba giam thi sta um.

“La viéc cuaa chau chit,” Olivia phan doi. “Dorcas noi ldo. Charlie vo

A9y

tOi.

“V0 t0i cai chan ta dy,” ba giam thi day Olivia mot cai manh bao. “Di
ngu di.”

“Cam on da c6 giip minh, Liv,” Charlie néi. “A ma nay, trong bo hét say
ludn.”

“Tao da bao may di gap tién si Bloor ma,” ba gidm thi rit ra. “Di, mau!”
Ba ta tim ldy vai Charlie va day n6 1do ddo xudng cau thang.

Fidelio dang chd ¢ bén ngoai phong ngt chung. “Chiic may man,” n6 goi
v0i theo.

Charlie cudi toe toét, “Tién s Bloor khong lam em sg¢ dau.”

Ro6i ching nghe thay tiéng ba giam thi di ram rap trong hanh lang lau
trén, quat thao ra 1énh va day d& nhitng dira con gai khoc tht thit ding day.
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“T6i nghiép tui n6!” Charlie lam bam khi bé dam nh6n nhéo lai dang
sau. Luc tdi cau thang chinh, né chgt nghe thdy cé tiéng budc chan nhe bén
dwdi, lién nhin xuéng. Tién sanh c6 vé vang tanh. Charlie bat dau di xudng.
Puoc nira duwdng, chot né thdy mat cai béng chay tot vao phong dé do
khoac xanh da tr¢i. Chd Brown, néu Charlie khong lam.

Benjamin c6 biét cha me né dang lam viéc tai Hoc vién Bloor khong?
Charlie ty héi. N6 tién t6i canh ctta nho dan dén khu nha cua gia dinh
Bloor & chai phia tdy. M0t ngon dén cho vo, ma t6 soi 16i t6i tang trét caa
ngon thap phia tay. Ttr day mot cau thang xody tron oc leo 1én thap canh,
nhuwng ngay & lau dau tién, Charlie da queo qua mét ctra vom vo mot hanh
lang trai tham day, d6 dac trung doc hai bén.

Chi dén lic nay né mdi bat dau nghe thay tim minh dap thinh thich trong
l6ng ngwe. N6 ghét khu vire nay cta hoc vién, béi cai vé twong doi am ap
va thodi mai & day lam cho n6 cam thay nhw minh la ké xam nhap. N6 bat
dau tw héi minh sé chitng minh sy vo t6i ctia minh nhw thé nao day ma
khong dé 16 danh tanh ctia thu pham that sy. Bang moi gia phai gitt cho
diéu do6 con ¢ trong vong bi mat.

Olivia da phat hién ra tai phép cua ban than vao hoc ky truge. Chi co
Charlie, Fidelio va Emma biét chuyén nay, va ching quyét dinh phai git bi
mat. Cang it ngwoi biét vé cai tai do cang tot. Olivia da hita chi st dung tai
phép ctia minh trong nhitng trwedng hop khan cap nhat, vay ma, cai gi da
khién con nhé cho hién nguyén mét con ca sau chau My & ngay bén ngoai
khu ngu cta ntt sinh?

Charlie da t6i duwgc canh cira cao strng sitng, 6p go soi ctia thu phong tién
si Bloor. N6 ngap ngung go ctra.

“Vao di!” Giong lanh bang cta tién si Bloor tir trong phong vong ra.
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Charlie di vao r6i ditng duc bén trong canh ctta. Tim n6 tut xuong khi
thay ngoai tién si Bloor con c6 ca lao gia Ezekiel dang ng6i canh 10 sudi
trong chiéc xe lan cua ldo. Trong lao gia hat gia hiu hon cai tu6i mot tram
1é m6t nhiéu, vGi bd mat twra cai dau lau moc lwa thwa vai sgi toc trang.

“Viéc gi ma tGi day vao gio tré nai thé nay ha, Charlie Bone?” Tién si
Bloor hach héi.

“Ba giam thi chuyén chau tGi day.” Nhitng 101 néi tac ti trong c6 hong
Charlie va phot ra luc buc twa nhw n6 dang suc miéeng.

“Cai gi?” Lao Ezekiel gio mot tay ap 1én tai. “Noi ro coi, nhoc.”

“Ba giam thi chuyén chdu t¢i,” Charlie quat.

“Khong can phai quat,” tién si Bloor mang né. “Chung tao khong diéc.”
“Phai, thwa ngai.”

“Hw? Tiép di, tai sao ba giam thi chuyén may t&i day? May vira mGi bay
tro gi vay?”

“May khong bao gio tranh dé khong gap rac roi dugc hay sao?” Lao
Ezekiel nhe ham rang den ngom vao Charlie.

“Chau ludn c6 tranh ay chit,” Charlie noi. “Nhwng doéi khi chau bi budc
t0i sai.”

“Ta hy vong mi khong d6 16i cho nhitng thanh vién cua gido ban,” 6ng
hiéu tredng xia vao Charlie mot tia nhin chét nguoi.

Charlie ngo ngudy hét chan nay dén chan kia. “Khong ding dau a.”

“Khong ding a. Thé mi bi budc t6i gi, Bone?”
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“Toi lam cac ban gai xiu, thva ngai.”

Tién si Bloor nhwén dbi 16ng may. “Ui lay troi, mi da 1am diéu dé nhw
thé nao?”

“Thi thé, thwra ngai, chau cé lam dau,” Charlie buot miéng. “Céo mot con
ca sau trong hanh lang, mot 4o anh va...”

“Cai gi?” Lao Ezekiel lan phut chiéc xe ra khéi 10 sudi dén dau ngay
tredc mat Charlie. “Thi ra 1a may. May, ké bay nay da tao ra do anh, hu
nguoi ta sg dén chét.”

“KHONG!” Charlie gao 1én. “Khéng phai. Chau khong thé 1am duorc.
Néu chau ma lam dwoc thi chau da lam cach day ca thé ky roi.”

Do6i mat den téo teo cta lao Ezekiel Bloor quét tat khap mat Charlie, nhw
lung suc tim kiém s that tir nhitng thay doi nhoé nhat trén nét mat no.

“N6 khong lam dau, ong ndi,” tién si Bloor bao. “T6i tin la c6 dita vira
md&i kham pha tai phép ctia minh. Va Charlie biét dita do 1a dira nao.”

“Phaaii!” Lao Ezekiel nho phet cai tir do ra. “Phaiii! No biét. Ai vay,
Charlie?”

“Chau khong biét.”

“Léao nay!” Cay ba toong cua lao gia bi khuat trong nép gap ctia tim mén
ké 6 vuong lao trum 1én ngwdi khién Charlie khong trong thay, cho tdi khi,
mot vut mau trang khao vao hai dau goi no.

“Uiii!” Charlie thét am ca léen.

“May biét dita nao a,” 1do Ezekiel xia x6i. “Va bay gid bon tao phai biét.
Bon tao phai biét, may hiéu chwa. Moi dita tré dwgc ban phap thuat déu
phai dé bon tao biét dén.”
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“Um,” Charlie néi, vira suy nghi that nhanh vira xoa xoa dau géi, “Chau
khong biét gi hét. Khong ai trong tui chéu biét gi ca. T4t ca déu sting sét. Y
chau 13, chiing ta c6 mudi hai nguwdi c6 phép thuat phai khong nao — néu cu
ké ca Manfred — cho nén cu twéng twong coi, chiing ta sé cam thay thé nao
khi bat thinh linh c6 ai d6 tw nhién tao ra do anh.” Charlie dirng 10i, lo s¢
minh da di qua xa. “Co 1é do la mot nguoi trong dam giao vien.”

“Dung co ngu!” Lao Ezekiel lai huo cay ba toong nhung Charlie da kip
nhdy tranh dwoc.

“DPeé no di di, 6ng noi,” tién si Bloor néi cham rai, giong toat 1én vé tham
doc. “Cir dén luc la ching ta sé tim ra th6i. Va khi do, i cha, chiing sé biét
tay. Cai da con nit ranh ma, hu hong d6. Ca may cling vay nita, Charlie
Bone, vi cai t6i n6i doi.”

https://thuviensach.vn



CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
VUA AN MINH

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 6: Vao Trong Vung Dat Hoang

Theo y kién cua Charlie, Olivia ray ra & cho: con nho khong bao gio thay
dwgce phan 16i trong cach hanh x cia minh.

“Lan nay thi né phai thay th6i”, Charlie dang lau bau m6t minh bong
nghe cé tiéng nguwdi vong ra tir dong do nat. N6 da tiéu gan hét thoi gian
cta gio nghi giai lao dau tién dé di tim Olivia. Pang 1€ ra n6 phai biét con
nho trén trong 1au dai chi.

“Tim dwoc roi!” Charlie hét om som, nhdy phéc qua 6 cia vom. Nhung
tat cd moi y dinh ctia n6 véi Olivia bong rdi bo né ngay tirc khac trudce
canh twgng hon don dang bay ra dang kia, trong khoang san gach. Nhitng
phién da lat d6 nat khong 16 da bi nitt téac va v& tung tée. Manh v& vang
khap noi, va ngay cai ché ngay xwa van c6 mot phién da rat 16n thi nay la
mot cai hd den ngom, con phién da 16n dy thi bé lam doi, nam chong cho
bén canh ho.

“Cai quai gi thé nay?” Charlie hét hon.

“Minh biét... qudi di, nhi?” Emma, ditng sat bén Olivia, dang sg hai nhan
nhan mot lon téc vang ctia minh.

“Pay la hién treong ctia mot cudc tim kiém” Olivia tuyén bé chac chan
nhw thé. Va td suy ludn rang cai nguwoi dinh tim céi gi dé da tim thay né bén
dwdi phién da nay réi.”
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Charlie chim chii dom xuéng khoanh dat thé lwong hinh chit nhat. O
chinh gitta khéanh dat dy 16m vao mot khoi hinh vudng c6 thanh bam day
nhitng mau go muc, nhw thé da titng c6 mot hop nho dat & d6. Nap hop ro6
rang da muc nat, va gio day cai khoi hinh hop kia chita day dat véi 1a cay.
Thé nhuwng & chinh gitta hdp van con nhin thdy rdo mét ngan vong tron. Céi
hop chac da tirng dung mot vat hinh tron gan lién véi cai gi do hinh 6van
thuon dai-phai chang la cai can? Can c vao khudén nép con sac nét ctia
vong tron thi c6 vé mén do dy chi viva méi dugc 1ay 1én. Charlie chgt nghi
hay d6 1a “mén do tao 4c” ma Ong cau né nhic téi, gid' da bi boc 1én khéi
mat dat.

“Tui minh di khoi day di”, Emma giuc. “Ngo cai nay lam minh &n lanh
ludn”.

Trong khi ching dat diu nhau di khoi khu d6 nat, Charlie khoi lai dé tai
con ca sau. “Bo6 nghi sao ma kho qua vay ha?” No chat van Olivia, can than
dé khong bi doi giay mau hoa ca y tong nhw giay phu thiy ctia con nhé
giam phai. “y minh ma, sao lai c6 ca sau... @ ngay bén ngoai phong ngu
chung?”

“Tai minh phat bénh vi nhitng 10i than van cuta tui n6” Olivia stra lai cai
khan to su cling mau hoa ca trén dau. “Tui n6 ct ca cam riét, nao la meo bi
mat, nao la cho biét tam, roi nhitng di nhitng di,...” mot tia Itta tinh quai
nhoe 1én trong mat con bé. “Ma dang dy c6 biét 1{i ché san nha Loom ciing
mat dang roi khong? Dorcas cé bao gio thich may con ché dau, vay ma
cling khéc ri ri nhw nwéc cong vay. ‘Oi, cac anh t6i nghiép ctia toi, ho bi
mat cho roi’ Thé 1a minh nghi biét dau ca sau Chau Mi sé lam nang vui
len.”

Olivia 1a mdt dién vién tai nang va Charlie khong thé khong mim cwoi

trirdc diéu bo dién ta vé Darcas Loom day an twgng cta con nho. “Cé ngay
bo sé hu ai d6 sg dén chét ludn cho coi, Liv, thé roi sau d6 tui minh sé ra
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sao? B0 sé bi phat hién va bo sé tiéu tung. Gia dinh Bloor dang réo riét truy
tim nguwoi lam ra do anh day.”

Olivia cuwoi roi roi “Minh sé khong bi phat hien dau”

“Co thé 1am chit sao khong” Emma bac lai “khi d6 bo sé chang d& dan
tui nay dugc. Nén nhd bo la vii khi bi mat caa tui nay dé.”

Olivia thé dai cai thwgt “Thoi dwgce. Minh hita sé thin thit mot thoi gian.
Nhung minh phdi c6ng nhan la doa cho nguwdi ta sg vai hén vai via cling
vui that day. Tat nhién la doa may dita dang doa ay.”

Charlie nhin ra cho khac. “duwgc ban phép that khong phai la chuyén gicn
choi dau.” N6 hau nhuw khéng tin n6i minh vira néi cai gi. Nhitng 16i ay da
vuOt ra khoi miéng n6 hoi nao né khong hay.

“Nghe chang giong Charlie noi ti nao nhi” Olivia nhan xét.

Charlie nhun vai, “Thi coi nhv mot Charlie mdi toanh néi di. Bay gio
minh mudi hai tudi r6i ma” Noéi roi n6 chay vot di khéi nho ban gai.

“Pirng dé tudi tac cua dang ay trd thanh ganh nang ddy nha, Charlie”
Olivia goi vai theo.

Charlie quay lai vay nho ban mot cai “B6 dién ha?”

Tuy nhién, khi ngam nghi 10i Olivia, né thdy qua thyc phép thuat cta
minh dao nay cha dugc tich su gi.

Olivia da gitt 161 hita. Su6t thoi gian con lai trong tuan da khéng c6 con
ca sau Chau Mi nao bén ngoai phong ngu chung, khong cé khting long di
than tho ngoai vuon, cling khong c6 nhitng chién binh thdi trung c6 vung
riu phi ngya qua truong (mot trong nhitng biét tai cua Olivia).
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Lic nay néu May phiic ma c6 lai thdy cai bong lan nita thi chac con ché
cling sé gitr riéng khong ndi cho ai nghe, 6 lo cling khéng dwgc; nén moi
lo chinh cia Charlie bay gio la s c6 mat day can tré ctia cha me Benjamin.

Vao thtt sdu, khi Charlie héi Billy c6 mudn vé nha né vao cudi tuan
khong, cau tra 10i cua thang bé khién né ngac nhién qua.

“Co Brown bdo em choi v6i Benjamin r6i” Billy hén hé “Anh biét ma,
anh 4y c6 don vi khong c6 con ché.”

Charlie ngac nhién nhung ciing cam thdy haoi t6i 16, tuy viéc Hat Dau bé
di khong phai la 16i cia n6. Nhung né, Charlie day, la ban ctia Benjamin.
Tai sao n6 khong thé bau ban vGi Benjamin chit?

Nghi thé nhung né chi noéi, “¢ 0, dugc théi”

Vé dén nha, Charlie ng6i bén ban nha bép trong khi ngoai Maisie ding
khudy tritng trong mot cai noi.

“Mot tuan 1é mdi la doi lam sao” ngoai Maisie chép miéng “Khong c6
chim choc, khong c6 méo trén hang rao, khong c6 ché deo day dat. Ngoai
chwa bao gio thay bon ay la cé gi qua quan trong ca, nhwng khong cé chiing
thi qua la trong vang ghé gém, con nhi. Nguwoi ta dang xon xao la thanh pho
sap chét roi.”

“Umm” Charlie am . N6 dang ty héi liéu minh c6 gép c6 bé mic 4o
mau nang nita hay khong.

“Nguoi ta da thic canh sat phai vao cudc; roi ca hoi bao vé tha vat, dam
vién chitc hoi dong thanh phd va cac tham t tw, c6 trdi mdi biét con nhitng
s vOi ban gi bi 16i vao nita” Ngoai Maisie bung mot dia trirng tron to tu hu
dat 1én ban va nhin sat vao mat Charlie. “Cé chuyén gi vay, Charlie? Mot
tuan té hai ha?”
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Charlie lac dau, “khong han a.”
“Benjamin c6 dén choi khong?”
Charlie nhtin vai “Billy Raven sé & lai v6i Ben ki nghi cudi tuan nay.”

“0, bat ngo that” Ngoai Maisie nhuwén doi 16ng may. “Ai ma ngd ching
lai la ban vé&i nhau chi.”

“Con Fido sé chai trong gian nhac,” Charlie rau 11 n6i tiép.

“Sao nghe nhu than than trach phan vay” ngoai Maisie ng6i xuéng canh
Charlie “Nao, an mén tritng mé ly nay di. Ngon hon cai thit lang nhang,
hay cai gi d6 ma Bone van mé man”.

Charlie rang nhéch miéng 1én cwdi. N6 vira dinh khai mac bita an cta
minh thi Ong cdu Paton xdm xam di vao va mé phing ta lanh ra, tuyén bo
“Ta d6i ngau. Hom nay gio thitc an sé khong dén, ho bao cho ta vay réi. Hy
vong con khong that vong chi, Charlie?”

Thit Sau nao Ong cau Paton ciing déu c6 mot gié thitc dn 16m toan son
hao hai vi do mét ctra hang trong thanh phd mang dén. Charlie chim ngap
trong nhitng mai lo cta riéng dén noi quén ca ngéng cho gio do an.

“Co chuyén gi vay a?” N6 hoi
“Ong chu chét dot ngdt” Ong cau Paton bao.

Charlie budng nia xuéng “Chi thé thoi a? Chét dot ng6t? Chét khi dang &
ctra hang a? Moi ngudi hodng s¢g lam khong a?”

“U, phai ddy. Pay 1a cau tra 15i chung cho tat ca nhitng cau ctia may”
Ong cau Paton dép.
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“Tin do cling c6 dang trén bao” ngoai Maisie ndi “cung vai tin tha vat
bién mat. Qua la mot tuan ki di”.

“Ong ay chét vi cai gi a?” Charlie thdy minh khong thé &n néi nita.

“Hir. Bi hiém.” Ong cau Paton mang mdt dia ph6é mat va banh bich quy
ra ban. “Ta an mon tritng cta con nhé, Charlie?”

Ngoai Maisie dap vao ban tay Ong cdu vira gio ra con cach dia tring ctia
Charlie vai phan. “Thang bé can an uéng can than” ba gay gat “Charlie, an
hét di”.

“Thé cac bac si khong biét sao?” Charlie dit mét nia day tritng vao
miéng. N6 that lo lang tridc viéc 6ng chi ctra hang chét bat dac ki t& ma
khong giai thich dugc.

“Tim 6ng ta nglrng dap khong rd nguyén nhan” Ong cau Paton néi “Mot
nguoi rat cwong trang. Cham chay bo. Budn that. Tuy vay, may la khéng c6
gia dinh. Nguwoi chi méi da tiép quan cong viéc r6i — mot nguwdi ba con, ta
duwgc bao nhw thé. Ho sé hoat dong trd lai binh thwdng vao tuan sau va
chiing ta sé lai c6 tiéc cudi tuan.” Lan ndy Ong cau Paton 1a ngudi ngé mit
Charlie. “Thdy ganh nadng tudi tac roi sao Charlie? M&i mudi hai tudi théi
ma, lam gi ghé thé!”.

“Muroi hai” Charlie lap lai “Con dwgc hai tudi thi ba mat tich. Cach day
mudi nim. Mudi. D6 1a con s6 may mén, Ong cau cé nghi vdy khong?”.

Vé hoan hi ctaa Ong cau Paton xep bét di. “Muoi?” Ong tram ngam lap
lai. “Ht, Vua D6 c6 mudi nguwdi con, nhung dé cé phai may man hay
khong thi con tuy thudc vao quan diém cua moi nguai”.

“May man cai noi gi” Ngoai Maisie lam bam.
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Nghe c6 tiéng ai do leo 1én bac cap cta trudc, va khi Charlie quay dau
sang nhin ra ct¥a s0, né thdy Benjamin va Billy budc vao chiéc xe hoi cua
nha Brown. Ho di dau vay? No tu hdi. Bi xem phim chang? Hay di choi
b6-ling?

C0 Amy Bone budc vao nha, trong mét moi sau mot tuan chi toan can
rau qua. Nhu thvong 1€, c6 tan dung nhitng thir bo di ¢ ctra hang.

“Thom day” c6 vui vé noi, dat phich cai bao dwng nhitng qua thom c6
gai xu xi 1én ban. “Bu cho gié do an khong dén” Co6 hon phét qua ma
Charlie. “Trong con bi xi vay, Charlie”.

“Gap lai me vui qua” Charlie dem dia vira an xong ra bon rira.

“Tuan nay ching ta sé gap Benjamin thi phdi?” Me Charlie hoi “Chac hai
dita c6 nhiéu thit dé ké cho nhau lam nhi?”.

“Khong a” Charlie quay lai, va vdi tdm lwng huéng vé phia bon rira, no
nhin ba nguwdi than ctia minh mot cach day phan khang. Ho cling ngudc 1én
nhin n6 day cho doi.

“Con sé khong gdap Benjamin tai vi n6 d6 16i tai con ma Hat Pau bién
mat. Fidelio sé choi dan vgi gian nhac con Billy Raven sé & vdi gia dinh
Brown. A ma ba me cta Benjamin bay gio da lam viéc tai hoc vien Bloor
r6i day”.

“Quai la” Ong cau Paton thét 1én.

“Nhung con khéng c6 don dau” Charlie tiép “bdi vi con sé dén tiém sach
co0 Ingledew. Pugc khong a?

“Di nhién la dwgc, Charlie” me lang lang noi.
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Miéng vira tuyén bo tiém sach c6 Ingledew la noi thu vi nhat trén thé
gidi, Ong cau Paton vira ditng 1én vo vai Charlie va lai bt dau luc loi ti
lanh mot 1an nita.

Thé day.

Co6 diéu Charlie da khong dén tiém sach duwgc nita, bai vi sang sGm hom
sau, mot tiéng go nhe trén ctra s6 da dan né vao cudc phiéu lwu lam thay
doi cudc doi né hoan toan. Va ca cudc doi cta nhiéu ngwoi khac nita.

Tiéng gb nhe xady dén lic binh minh. Charlie tinh gidc. Ngay khéang ha
gitta nhitng tdm rém, né thay con budm trang quat quat qua ctra s6. Thoat
dau Charlie twdng la tiéng dap canh vao kinh nhe héu d6 da danh thitc minh
day. Nhung ngay sau dé lai c6 mot cd dap nita, 1an nay danh hon va to hon.

Charlie di tGi ctra s6 va nhin ra ngoai. Cay dé bi bao dac nghit mot 16p
swong mu trang trgt, kho lanh. Trong anh binh minh xam xam, Charlie
nhan ra mot dang hinh dang dirng duwdi nhitng canh cay dé dong bang. Do
la mGt c6 bé mac 4o mau vang nang. Cai md trum dau bi 14t ra sau lwng va
co6 bé quan mot chiéc khan day sac s& quanh c6 va che kin lu6n miéng. Co
bé vay Charlie.

Charlie m@ ctra s6 “Chao! Em mu6n gi?”

Co0 bé kéo chiéc khan quang dang che tredc miéng xudng. “Charlie
Bone, em muon dan anh t6i mot noi.”

Charlie nghi ngo “Tai sao?”
“Anh khong tin em sao?”

“Anh khong biét em”.
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Co0 bé nhiu may, “Anh sé phai tin twéng em, néu anh muon tim thiy bon
thu.”

“Bon thu!” Charlie buot kéu Ién. “Em biét ching & dau a?”
“Suyt!” Co bé dat mot ngon tay lén moi “Anh co di khong?”
(‘Bi’).

Charlie h6i ha choang nhitng d6 am nhéat ctia minh vao: V& day, 4o len
chui dau cling day, giay ong, do gié don bong. Khi di ngang qua nha bép,
né da nghi dén viéc dé lai m6t mau tin nhan, nhwng n6 nén nhan gi bay gio
nhi? T6t hon 1a ¢t dé cho me tin rang minh di t6i tiém sach c6 Ingledew, n6
quyét dinh vay.

Co0 bé dang dgi n6é & chan bac cap. Mai toc den bong cudn chat trong
chiéc khan quang va d6i mat den 1ap lanh 1au linh. Co6 chia tay ra. “Han
hanh gdp anh, Charlie Bone”.

Charlie bat tay c6 bé “Em la ai”.

“Naren, tiéng Trung Hoa c6 nghia la hoa huwéng dwong. Chiing moc bén
ngoai ctra nha em. Pi. Bon minh hdy di trwdc khi thanh pho thitc giac nao.’

5

Co0 bé bat dau chay trén duong Fibert vGi Charlie thd hon hén theo sau,
ngac nhién qua doi vé toc do cua doi chan bé xiu kia, nhin nhdy trong doi
bot den. Bén treong Doi Cao, Naren dirng lai chd cho Charlie bat kip. Mai
cu6i cung Charlie md&i thot nén 10i “Tai sao lai la anh? Tai sao em lai chon
anh di tim bon thu?”

“Tai vi anh la Charlie Bone,” Naren néi “Vi vay chon anh la thich hgp”.
“Anh khong hiéu”.

“Cha em biét anh. Cha em lo cho anh”.
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“Cha em?” Tim Charlie giat danh thét “Ong ay ciing 1a cha anh khong
day?”

“Khong. Khong phai” Naren ha anh mat xuéng, “Xin 16i, Charlie” Ro6i c6
bé nguwdc mat 1én “Nhung cha em la mot nguwdi ban cta cha anh”.

“That a? Cha em c6 biét cha anh ¢ dau khong?” Charlie cang ngudi 1én
hy vong.

“Khong, Xin 10i, xin 16i. Cha em tirng la ban cia cha anh. Con bay gio
cha anh mat tich r6i”.

“Phéi” Charlie tho dai.

“Cha rudt cta em ciing bi mat tich. Nhung gio... di théi, con i tha nita.”
Naren lai phong di ti€p, nhung lan nay c6 bé gitt toc do cho bang véGi
Charlie, va trong khi ca hai dwa cling chay qua thanh pho, c6 bé ké cho
Charlie nghe chuyén minh van doi theo Charlie va cac ban ra sao — doi theo
nhitng duwa con cia Vua Dé nhw chinh ¢6 bé. Ro6i ¢6 thé 16 minh van ao wéc
duwgc noi chuyén vdi Charlie nhu thé nao. “Nhung cha em cdm em khong
dwgc tdi gap anh” c6 bé buon ba noi.

“Tai sao vay?” Charlie hdi “néu cha em biét anh thi sao lai cim? Va néu
em cting la mgt dwa nhv bon anh...?”

“Cha em sé gidi thich sau,” Naren dot ngot tang téc. Vua chay c6 bé vira
ndi, gan nhw thi thao. “Thé nao 6ng ciing sé noi tam banh v&i em, bdi vi
ong cam em vao thanh pho”,

Charlie liéc nhin gwong mat nhé nhan day lo au ctia c6 bé, nhung khong
héi thém gi nuwa. Naren dan né qua mét khu la hoac cda thanh phé. Nhitng
hang cdy troc 16c vieon 1én bau troi lanh 18o, va nhitng ngdi nha bi che
khudt mot phan sau nhitng hang rao cao vién swong mu nhw dang ten.
Naren kim buwdc lai va than trong vong qua tranh nhitng viing nwéc bang
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gia trén via hé. Co bé bat chgt queo trai, va Charlie, van bam theo sau, thay
minh lot vao 16i di hep ri xody xuong, xuéng mai. N6 nghe thay cé tiéng uc
uc cang liuc cang don dap theo méi buwdc chan minh.

Naren t¢i mot hang rao chan thi ngoai lai nhin va phan “Chuing ta di
duwgc nita dwong roi. Nhung gio 1a lic phai can than nhat day”,

“M6i nita dwong thoi a?” Charlie tudt xudng t6i cho co bé va chup lay
hang rao. Nhin xudng, n6 thay bén dwdi, phai dén gan hai chuc thudc, mot
dong nuwéc dién cuong chay xiét. Bot trang x6a trong mu, soi sung suc
chom lén nhitng tdang da den thui thai rai 16 x6 khap khu vie song sau
tham, va Charlie do ra nhw bj thoi mién treéc canh cuén cudn dén ron
nguoi cua dong nudc.

“Soéng” noé thd doc “Anh khong biét n6 lai gan thanh pho dén vay”.
Naren nhoén mot nu cwoi bi hiém, “Gid ta phai bang qua thoi.”
“Vay sao?” Charlie n6i mot cach hoai nghi.

“Nha em bén kia song.”

Charlie nhin qua vic thim. O dinh vach da phia d6i dién 1a mét khu rirng
ram vwon xa ngut tam mat. “Em song bén do6 a?” N6 hoi ma chang tin ti
nao.

“Nguoi ta c6 thé song trong ritng chit b6” nu cuwdi ctia Naren rong thém.

“U, nhung canh ritng kia &y ha?” Charlie nhin tran tran vao tham cay c6i
dang xa. “Anh nghe néi do la dong hoang ma”.

“Co 1€ hoang that” c6 bé khodac 14y canh tay n6 va chi xuéng duwéi “Co
cai cau. bi théi.”
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Charlie chom ngwdi qua hang rao va thdy mot dai sat rén mong manh
treo lo Ittng bén dong song, trong cii ki va nguy hiém.

“Do a?” No the thé kéeu len.

“Co6 mot cay cau l6n ¢ xa day hon mot chit” Naren n6i “nhung dong xe
c6 lam. Em thich cai nay, v&i mot c6 bé ma minh chi vira méi gdp. N6 men
theo 10 trinh nguy hiém ctia cdy cau sat. Lai gan, trong cay cau tham chi
con nguy hiém hon nita. Tay vin n6i hot nhitng dun bang nhi giot con mat
cau thi xam xit swong gia.

Co6 mot tam bién treo trén mot sgi day dién giang ngang qua 16i vao cau,
dé: NGUY HIEM. CAU KHONG AN TOAN.

Nhung Charlie con 1au mdi dé mot c6 bé Trung Hoa qua mat. Thanh sat
ri sét kéu lat chat trong tiéng bot lwét qua cau cua Naren, va Charlie, khé
nhoc nuot nwéc miéng khan, 16p c6p bam theo sau co6 bé.

Ching bang dugc nita chitng cau thi Charlie bong nghi t6i 16i n6 da hita
vao dang sinh nhat th mudi hai. N6 da hwa véi me rang sé khong ra nhitng
quyét dinh hap tap nita; rang no6 sé dirng lai dé can nhac nhitng hau qua
triede khi lao vao viéc gi. Ay thé ma, né dang & day, budc trén mot cay cau
lac 1éo bac qua mot con song ma chac chan sé dim né mat xac néu chang
may roi xuong.

Naren ngoadi lai nhin. “Sao anh dirng thé?” Co bé goi.
“Anh dang chiém nguong canh vat thoi ma,” Charllie mau me.
“Mau lén.”

bung khoanh khac d6, mot cai gidang d& tay vin kim loai bong vang ra va
rét danh choang xudng nhitng tdng da bén dwdi. Toan bd cdy cau rung rinh,
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va nhitng cot bang, nhw mot con mwa, doi xudng xody tit vao nhitng
khoang khong.

Charlie cirng cé nguoi.

“Khong sao dau,” co bé mim cwoi khich 1€ “Chung ta, anh vGi em khong
ndng. Cau sé gilt dugc ching ta.”

Nghién rang chat lai, Charlie xoai dai bwdc chan theo sau co bé.

Khi dén dau kia cay cau, n6 che gidu sy thd phao nhe nhom ctia minh
bang cach ho hitng du minh gitta hai cay coc chong cudi cting, va nhdy 1én
mot dadi da vitng chac dang mai chao.

Naren bat cudi 16n. “Leo tiép nao,” c6 bé ndi.
Bau troi da tré nén sang stia hon va luot leo 1én dinh vach da xem ra

khong nguy hiém bang lwgt leo xudng swon bén kia.

Trén vach da, ching bi dam cay c6i bat ngan nhung trui lai vay 1dy. Mot
con dwong 10 mo len 16i ngang qua rirng, va Charlie, bwéc dang sau Naren,
nhan thdy noi nay tran ngap am thanh. Tt trén nhitng canh cdy tro 14, bay
chim riu rit dom xudng bon tré di bén dwdi; ngay ca c6 kho ciling lao xao
sttc song. Tho nhdy bén 1é dwong, mot chi hwou dwe hé mat ngo ra tr phia
sau cay, va roi dan dan, nhitng am thanh hoang da da bi nhan chim bai mét
tiéng cho sia mirng quyt khong dt.

Vai gidy sau, Hat Bau x6ng vit qua mot bui cay thap va phéng l1én nguoi
Charlie, tru tréo mung rd.

“Hat Dau!” Charlie hét 1én, 6m cham ldy con ché vang bw xu.

“Con day cua anh a?” Naren hoi.
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“Khong. Cuaa ban anh. Nhung anh thady minh cé trach nhiém véi né, vi
Benjamin ban anh héi ay di vang.”

“Con nay la con dau tién di qua cay cau d6.” Naren n6i “Roi nhitng con
khac méi theo sau: ché, méo, ngwa lun, dé, tho, tat tan tat cac loai thu. Ca
nha em nghe thdy tiéng bon né médi chay voi ra vach da xem sao. That la
mot canh tiong ngoan muc, tat cd mudng thu dudi trang, chay qua cau.”

“Nhung tai sao bon chuing lai t6i day?”

“Béi vi & day an toan hon. Anh khong thdy thé sao? O déng kia, trong
thanh pho, c6 céi quy quai gi d6 vira méi thirc day. Cha em sé gidi thich
cho anh.”

Charlie chwa kip héi thém gi nita, Naren da quay ngoat dau va vot chay
huynh huych doc theo 16i mon. Hat Bau nhdy chém bén canh c6 bé, nhung
Charlie bam theo sau véi toc do cham hon. N6 nguwéc 1én nhin vom 14 trén
dau. bung la ¢ day an toan hon. C6 mot sy yén lang, mot cam giac tuyét
vOi vi duge bao vé. N6 t héi ngudi ma minh sap gap la loai ngudi nao.
Néu Naren 1a hau dué ctia Vua D@, thi réat c6 thé cha c6 bé cling vay. Ong
ay la mot thay phap? Mot nha théi mién? Mot nguoi thu?

Mot hang rao hién ra trong mat, va mot cai cong dé md. Tim Charlie bat
dau dap bung bung. Naren da ditng bén tuwong rao, nhung Hat Bau con cho
Charlie dé ca hai cing nhau budc qua cong, vao mot khoanh dat rong quay
kin rao.

O dau kia, mot ngdi nha nhé kiéu qué ditng dé, hai bén déu c6 chudng
stic vay xay bang gach doé. Khoéi Ir dr bay 1én tir 6ng khoéi ctia ngdi nha va
trén mai phu day chim dau. Tha vat da moi dang hinh trdm kim khodnh dat
trong hang rao. Nay la bay ngwa lun dang gam an trong nhitng mang da va
1ii méo ngo6i trén hang rao.
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Mot con chim xadm vwa lwét vi ra khéi ctra s6 vira goi “bd cho!” Chac
chan day la con vet Homer ctia Lysander roi.

Charlie hau nhw khéng quan tdm dé y t6i sy hién dién cia nhitng sinh vat
khac. M6i quan tdm ctia né don ca vao dang ngudi dang ditng tridc nha.
Mot 6ng gia va mai téc trang mot cach sirng sot. Bat chap troi lanh, 6ng chi
mac doc mot chiéc do so-mi ké 6 vudng bd ngoai chi€c quan jeans bét bun.
Lam da nang chay lam noi bat mau xanh tham tham trong d6i mat tinh anh
ctia 0ng, doi mat dang nhin Charlie khong chép mat vi kinh ngac va vi da
nhan ra.

Vi Charlie dé y thady mot cdy riu 16n treo ngang tam nguc nguwdi dan ong.
Trong ong cling rat san sang dé st dung cai vat ay.
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CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
VUA AN MINH

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 7: Nha Tham Hiém

“Cha, con dwa Charlie Bone vé nay,” Naren noi, hoi cé vé lo au.

“U, thay 16i. Naren, cha di cdm con vao thanh phé 16i co ma.” Giong
nguoi dan ong khan di vi nén gian, va trong khi néi chuyén v6i con gai,
ong van khong hé roi mat khoi Charlie. “Cha nghi la con da bang qua cay
cau sat, dung khong?”

“Con xin 16i,” Naren nhin tit xuong hai ban chan. “Con khong nhin
duoc.”

“Con nhin dugc chir sao lai khong,” ngwoi cha cao gigng. “Con khong
bao gid hoc dugce diéu do sao? Con khong bao gio lam dugc cai gi an toan
va co xét doan sao?”

“Nhung bay gid cha vui r6i, ha?” Naren mim cwdi hy vong. “Cha vui vi
con da dwa Charlie t6i.”

Nguoi dan 6ng gir Ién mot tiéng gian dién roi vung riu chém manh xudng
mot than cay cut da 16m lam nham vai vét riu. Bé mdc cai riu ¢ do, ong
quay lung lai bon tré va hung hé di vao nha.

That bat ngd, canh ctra khong hé déng sam. Tuy nhién, Charlie khong
cam thay minh dwogc chao don.

“Cha em sé dju lai thoi,” Naren noéi chac nich. “Con gian cua 6ng ay
cling nhuw Itra tat &y ma. Bi vao trong cho &m nao.” Co6 bé buwdc tdi canh ctra
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dé ma, ra hiéu cho Charlie di theo.

Nhung Charlie van ditng nguyén tai cho. Bat chap cai lanh, n6 ngan ngai
khong muon roi 1i thi. N6 bat dau nhan ra vai con trong dam ching. Con
vit caia Emma dang mo bap trong mang. Homer chém ché trén coc hang
rao, va c6 hai con thé trang 16t tét nha cé & goc xa; trong ching giéng nhw
mady con tho cua Olivia.

“Anh nghi thoi di, dé anh ra dat Hat Dau vé nha luén day,” Charlie bao
cO bé. “Ban bé anh sé t&i nhan tha caa ho tai anh da biét cho roi.”

“Khong dugc,” Naren noi danh sac. “Khéng duwgc cho ai biét vé noi nay.
Néu khong thi con gian cua cha em sé rat khung khiép. Vao di,” c6 ngoac
tay. “Anh phai néi chuyén véi ong di.”

Nguoi dan 6ng toc trang vira roi ¢ vé rat cuc can, Charlie ngai ngung
khong mu6n néi chuyén vdi 6ng, nhirng Naren vay sot sang qua nén nd
danh nhich t6i gan hon, gan hon.

Hat Pau di theo t6i ctra, nhung khong theo Charlie vao nha. Naren thao
bot ra dé ngoai mot hanh lang nhé lat da phién, va Charlie lam twong tu.
Sau dé c6 bé mé& mot canh cira thit hai, va khi Charlie budc qua, n6 thay
minh & trong mét gian bép dm 4p, sang sua.

MGt am nwdc dun trén gian vi 10, bén dwdi 1a nhitng khiic go chay phirng
phuc. Mot ngon dén dau dat trén cai ban tron hat anh sang ém diu, lam cho
can phong sinh dong.

Cha cia Naren ngoi trong mot chiéc ghé canh 10 suwéi, trong lic mot
nguoi phu nit t6c xam cdi xuéng bén 6ng, noéi gi dé vé khan thiét. Ba nguwdc
nhin 1én khi nghe tiéng bon tré di vao, va nhoén véi Charlie mot nu cuoi,
x0a tan moi noi bat an cia né. Giong nhw Naren, ngwoi phu nit nay la
nguoi Trung Hoa.
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DPang ra Charlie da néi chuyén v&i ngwoi phu nit dé réi, nhirng bong xay
ra mot viéc ma n6 khong hé dwgc chuan bi trede. N6 bat dau dé y thay treo
kin hét bé mat khiém ton cta bon bitc twong la nhitng bitc hinh chup. Trong
nhw thé c6 mét tram cita s6 dang ma ra cho n6 thay nhitng géc do khac
nhau ctia mot rang ndi. Nhitng dai ndi tam dam anh mat trgi, nhitng ngon
ndi phu tuyét trang x6a hay 1ap lanh dwdi anh trang, lai thém nhitng canh
dong tuyét diém nhitng mang tia van vén va ban 16a 1én khong tirng hang
c0O dudi nheo bdy sac cau vong phap phdgi. Bao nhiéu la dinh ndi hung vi,
biét bao la nhitng rang ndi huy hoang.

Tt mot trong nhitng bitc hinh 4y, mot ngwoi leo nii vay tay vé phia may
chup hinh. Do6i kinh den ctia 6ng bi day nguoc 1én trén chiéc mii len mau
xanh da trgi va ong dang cuwdi hét cd. Charlie thodng nhu nghe thay tiéng
cwoi cta 6ng. Co nhitng chuyén dong trong can phong xung quanh no, roi
nha bép nghiéng ngd, chao dao dit doi va bién mat. Con lai mot minh,
Charlie bi hit phut vé phia day ndi xa xam.

Khéng khi lanh cam, lanh buét cham cham vao méa Charlie va 16n lao
trong 1a phoi né. N6 dang bay trén dong tuyét trang dén chéi ca mat, trong
khi tiéng cuwdi ctia ngwoi dan 6ng rd dan lén.

Co6 ai do giat 1ay canh tay Charlie. Pau diéng. N6 wdc gi ho buong tay
minh ra. Co giat bung khéi tay ho nhung n6 yéu quda, khong giang néi. Vi
vay n6 danh pho mac cho than minh bi giat, bi 16i, bi rung lac va bi quat
thao, cho dén khi n6 phai m& mat ra. Va 6 hay, n6 ddy, dang ding bén
trong mot canh ctta nha bép, véi mot cadp mat xanh da trdi lo lang nhin xody
sau vao mat nd, cung mét gwong mat khong con tho 16 nita.

Cha cta Naren cam canh tay Charlie va an n6é vao mot chiéc ghé bén 1o
SUOI.

“Luc nady chau twéng minh & trén mot ngon nui chw,” Charlie nhin len
day hinh trén twong. “Ong di & d6, thwa ong...”
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“Bac biét,” cha cia Naren néi. “Chau khéo chon thoi diém dé chu du qua
ddy, Charlie Bone. Khién ching t6i mét phen hu via.”

“O. Vay la bac biét viéc d6?” Charlie ngac nhién hoéi. “Y chau la bac biét
vé chuyén chu du cua chau.”
“Phai. Bac c6 nghe noi.”

Nguwoi phu nit Trung Hoa bédo, “Vui lam dwgc don chau ¢ day, Charlie a.”
Ba liéc nhin ngwdi dan 6ng véi mot cai nhiu may, “Bac trai lo lang cho
Naren, nhung 18 ra 6ng dy khong nén gian dit v4i chau.” Lac dau day vé lo
au, ba kéo mot chiéc ghé ra va ng6i vao ban, “Vay la khéng ding.”

Naren quang tay qua vai nguwoi phu ni, roi rit, “Xin 16i me. Loi tai con.
Con xin 16i me.”

“Um... chinh x4c thi... bac 14 ai a?” Charlie h6i ngudi dan ong.

“Tén bac la Bartholomew. Béc la con trai ctia Ezekiel Bloor.” Trong thay
vé canh giac trén mat Charlie, ngwoi dan ong voi thém, “DPung lo, bac la
con cttu den, a ma c6 1é 1a con ctru trang(*) cta gia dinh thi ding hon. Bac
khong gap cha minh, hay ca con trai minh, sudt nhiéu nam réi. Ho bi day di
qua xa khéi bac nhw la mat trang xa trai dat vay.”

“Nhung tai sao...” Charlie nhin quanh phong. “Tai sao bac lai ¢ day?”

“A,” 6ng Bartholomew di ra ctra s6 va nhin chdm chd ra nhitng vi khach
thu ctia minh.

“Ba sé néi cho anh biét ma,” Naren bdo. “Phai khéng cha? Cha phai noi
cho Charlie biét nhe.”

Ong Bartholomew sai budc vé lai ché hai dita, “U.” Giong 6ng nghiém
trang va c6 chut gi d6 dan vat. “Bac phai n6i.” R6i 6ng kéo mot chiéc ghé
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sat lai gan ghé Charlie va bat dau néi.

Trong khi Charlie lang nghe, me ctia Naren dem cho né mét bat tra boc
kho6i mé ly, va sau dé la mét cai banh nwéng ngot lim, gion 16p cop. Charlie
chwa bao gio dugc ném thit gi ngon lanh dén vay, nhung no chi gat dau
cam on, vi khong thé nao dit dwgc tam tri ra khoi cau chuyén kho tin ctia
ong Bartholomew.

(*) Black sheep: y la con chién ghé, dita con hw hong, bi gia dinh chéi
bé. Ong Bartholomew chai chit, stta lai 1a white sheep (con ciru tring), y
noi la ta khong doc ac nhu gia dinh minh. (ND)

Chuyén bat dau bang mot dam cwéi. Bartholomew Bloor cuw6i Mary
Chance vao mdt sang mua thu mwa dam. Khong mdt ai vui mirng, ngoai trir
c6 dau va chu ré, ho yéu nhau dén no6i hau nhw khong nhan ra thoi tiét thé
nao. Lao Ezekiel Bloor va nhitng nguoi ho hang Yewbeam cua lao khinh
miét co dau, mot vii cong xinh dep nhung nghéo kiét xac. Con cha me cta
Mary thi lo lang cho con gai minh bi cugi vao mot gia dinh quai g& va ghé
lanh, tach biét xa hoi nhu vay.

“Ho bd mac bon bac mot thai gian,” 6ng Bartholomew néi v6i mot tiéng
thé dai. “Thé r6i bac nghe néi vé chuyén tham hiém. Me cta bac von van
hay cho bac cung di thu thap cac loai thwc vat hiém & day ndi Bavaria. Ké
tlr d6 bac say mé nui non. Sau khi me chét, bac danh hét nhitng ngay nghi
ctia minh dé leo nui véi ban bé. Bon bac da leo ndi Snowdonia, day nai
Alps, rang Pyrenees, nhung gidc mo ctia bac ludn ludn la chinh phuc day
Himalayas(*).”

“MOot ngay no bac nhan dwgc mot la thv tv mot trong nhitng ban leo nui
ctia bac. Harold, con trai bac, ltic dé 8 tudi. N6 rat nghiém va lu du. N6
khong chia sé tinh yéu di d6 day véi bac. N6 ghét phai & 1éu, ghét di bo,
tham chi ghét ca di cam trai,” 6ng Bartholomew bu6t cwdi buon ba. “Thi
twong twong mot diva tré khong thich di cam trai thi thé nao.”
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Naren chdc luGi, “Twdéng twgng coi!”

“La thw thong bao cho bac biét vé mot chuyén tham hiém,” ong
Bartholomew tiép. “Cé mét suat danh cho bac. Mt thang nira thi ho sé 1én
duong tGi day Himalayas(*).”

Charlie nhai banh nwéng, c6 hét sitc khé khang — va cho.

Giong 6ng Bartholomew ngap ngirng roi tiép tuc, “Mary bao véi bac do
la mé6t co hoi ca doi mdi cd, va bac sé mai hoi ti€c néu bac khéng di. Vi
vay ma bac da di.” Ong ditng 1én va bit dau budc t6i buée lui trong phong.
“Tat ca moi viéc déu subn sé cho tdi mot dém bao t6. Con bao ac nghiét va
khting khiép. Mot tran tuyét 16 da giét chét hai ngwdi trong doan, con bac
thi bi quét vao mot hém nui. Su6t hai ngay bac nam ket & do, khong thé cu
cwra. Mot ngudi dan ong thudoc mot bo lac khong ai biét véi toan nhitng con
nguoi la lung da ctu bac.”

Ong Bartholomew trd vé va ngbi lai xuéng ghé. Ong ké cho Charlie nghe
b lac huyén bi d6 da cham séc 6ng nhw thé nao. Ca hai chan 6ng déu gay
va vét thwong dai trén dau khién 6ng dau dén trién mién, nhung dén cudi
nam do6 thi 6ng da khée dé di dwgc. Mot thanh nién trong bo lac da dwa 6ng
dén con dudng nui dan ra khoi thung liing, va sau nhiéu tuan, 6ng dén dwgc
mot thi tran c6 dién thoai.

“Bac phan khich v6 cung, non néng mudn noéi chuyén véi Mary, dé bao
cho cd ay biét la bac con séng va sap tr@ vé nha,” ong Bartholomew lac
dau. Mot tay 6ng vo vo khap mai toc trang, tay kia che mat.

M¢i dau Charlie sg khong dam hoi cau nao. N6 nhin Naren va me c6 bé,
nhung duwong nhuw ho khong sao néi dugc, ong Bartholomew dang qua tram
uat. Cu6i cung, noi to mo cua Charlie thang thé va n6 danh liéu héi. “Thé
chuyén gi da xdy ra a?”
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f)ng Bartholomew nhin 1én, “Ba noi cua chau, Grizelda Bone, da tra 10i
dién thoai. Ba ta dang c6 mat & nha bac dé chuan bi ban can nha. Ba ta bdo
v&i bac 1a tat cd moi ngwoi déu tin rang bac da chét trong tran 16 tuyét ay
r6i. Sau khi Mary nghe tin, c6 ay da di vao mot nha hat vang tanh va mua,
mua, mia mot minh cho dén chét.” Ong Bartholomew hit mot hoi that sau.
“Con trai bac dang song trong hoc vién Bloor, duéi sy cham séc ctia
Ezekiel va Grizelda. Va r6 rang la né rat hanh phic.”

Charlie soc dén noi khong néi nén 10i.

“Vay la bac khong vé nha nita,” 6ng Bartholomew tiép. “Bac tr¢ thanh
mot nha tham hiém. Bac c di, di mai cho dén khi t&i dwgc Trung Qudc,
song ¢ d6 nhiéu nam thi bac gap ngwoi vo thit hai cia minh, ba Meng day.”
Ong nhin sang ngudi phu nit téc xam, ba mim cudi véi 6ng. “Mot ngay no,
sau mot tran lut kinh hoang, c6 mot bong hoa tr mat troi bwdc vao nha cua
bac. Cha me ctia né da bi nwéc cudn tréi. Lic dé né bon tudi va ty xung tén
la Naren — hoa hvéng duwong.”

“Phai, la em do!” Naren hét 1én. “Ho da nhan em lam con nuoi, va gio thi
em ¢ day.”

Charlie quay qua nhin c6 bé va cudi toét. “Nhung tai sao tat ca lai trd vé
day?” N6 hoi.

“A,” 6ng Bartholomew di ra ctta s6. “D6 1a mot diéu bac khong thé giai
thich dwgc. Bac can phai & gan noi ma nhitng ngudi con ctia Vua Do dugc
sinh ra. Tt phia bén nay vuc song, ching ta c6 thé nhin thay lau dai, hoac
nhitng gi con s6t lai ciia né. Gan, nhung lai chac chan thoat dwgc sy tdn
cong cua thanh pho va cua hai gia dinh ac doc kia,” 6ng ngirng 16i mot
gidy, “va thoat khéi thit ma bac da nghe néi t6i, khi bac dang & Y. Mot thi?
nguoi ta goi la ‘cai bong’. Dai lic bac van mao vé no.”
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Mot luong gié buodt gia bat giac lta vao can phong am cing, twa nhw mot
canh ctra v6 hinh vira rét khéi ctra s6. Charlie rung minh. “Mot cai bong
ditng ding sau nha vua trong tdm chan dung ngai,” né néi. Ong
Bartholomew gat dau. “Vay la chau da nhin thay né r6i.”

“Tui chau nghi,” Charlie lwdng Iy, “hinh nhw han da trd lai. Cai béng da
xé doi, bac biét khong, va chiing chau nghi... a, that ra 1a mot con chudt da
bdo vd&i ban chau, ban Billy dy, (6ng Bartholomew khong hé chép mat)
rang trai dat rung minh. Va r6i mot con ché...” Charlie nhac lai cau chuyén
ctia May Phuc vé cai bong bién thanh mot nguwdi dan 6ng.

Me ctia Naren bum mét ban tay 1én miéng, con 6ng Bartholomew nham
mat lai, 1an tranh m&t noi kinh hoang khong thé twéng twong dugc.

“Ngudi ta noi do la Borlath,” Charlie tiép, “la to tién ctia 6ng... cling la
cta chau, chau nghi vay, vi ching ta kiéu nhw cting ho hang v&i nhau.”

“P6 khong phai la Borlath,” nha thdm hiém noi, vé u am. “Cai bong cta
nha vua la ngudi dan 6ng da lam ly tan gia dinh ctia Vua Pé. Bac quén mat
tén han roi.”

“Chau chwa bao gid nghe néi dén 6ng ta ca,” Charlie néi. “Ong ta khong
c6 trong nhitng sach lich st ciia Ong cau chau.”

“Sach lich st thwong dwgc viét ra tr mot quan diém nhat dinh,” 6ng
Bartholomew n6i mot cach bue boi. “Ching bi chinh stra, bi thém that, cat
xén nhitng tinh tiét. Chi nhitng nguwdi du hanh méi c6 thé tim ra sy that,
Charlie a, béi vi sy that & trong dau con ngudi va & trong trai tim ho. Pirng
c6 lic nao ciling dem dat long tin ctia minh vao nhitng 16i ma chéau thay trén
gidy nhé.”

“Chau nghi vé mat nao d6 minh ciing la mot nguwdi du hanh,” Charlie noi.
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“Puwong nhién. Va ai ma biét, chau c6 thé kham pha nhiéu diéu vé Vua
Do hon nhitng gi bac da thdy suét ngan 4y nam rong rudi cia minh.”

“Phai chi chau c6 thé di qua cai béng d6,” Charlie suyt soat.

“Ha! Chung ta tré lai chuyén cai béng sau.” Ong Bartholomew dot ngdt
ding 1én va di sat vao nhin mdt Charlie.

Charlie danh nu6t wc nhitng cau héi minh dinh hoi. Thay vao dé, n6 noi
vé cudc song cua no ké tir khi ba n6 mat tich, vé Hoc vién Bloor va vé
nhitng dia tré dugc ban phép thuat da tr¢ thanh ban cua no.

“Roi chau sé tim duge ba chau, Charlie,” 6ng Bartholomew noi day
thuyét phuc, “d6 la nho tinh cach cia chéau, va nho sy trung thanh ma chau
da truyén cho moi ngudi. Lyell 1a m6t ngwdoi phi thuwong. That ky diéu la
chu dy van gilt duwgc cho minh cao quy khi bi vay quanh bdi toan do ran
doc nhw vay. Bac dang tudi cha chu dy, nhung sau vai tuan ngan ngui chiing
ta da trd thanh ban than ctia nhau. Lic chau dwoc mot tudi, Charlie, bac co
ghé vé tham gia dinh. Nhung ho chang muon dinh liu gi t&i bac ca. Thang
con bac hau nhw khong cong nhan bac. Bac nghi rang, vé mat nao dé, Lyell
da tré thanh di¥a con trai da mat ctia bac. Bac dwa cha ay di leo nii cung
v6i bac...” Gigng ong Bartholomew trugot di, roi bong nhin vai mot cai that
manh, 6ng noéi, “Pén gid chau phdi vé nha roi, Charlie. Nhung khong phai
theo dwong ma chau da dén.”

“Peé con...?” Naren ma& 10i.

“Khong,” ngwoi cha nghiém khac. “Con phai ¢ lai day véi me. Va con sé
khong bao gid dugc bang qua cay cau dé nita.”

Naren cudi 1on 1én véi Charlie, “Nhung con nhitng con thu, cha oi.
Charlie phdi dem chiing vé cung vGi anh ay chit.”

“Khong thé mang tat ca tha dugc,” nguwdi me cuoi 16n.
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“Chi nhitng con la thu cta cac ban chau thoi,” Charlie noi. “Moi nguoi
c6 thay con chudt canh nao khong a?”

“Ca dong!” Naren chay ra hanh lang va vira mac o khoac di bot vao vira
nai to, “Trong chuoéng day nhoc bon ching. Di ra xem nay.”

V0i voi vang vang mac hét mé do lanh ctia minh vo, Charlie theo Naren
t¢i mot chudng gia stc 16n & goc bén phai ng6i nha. Khi n6 buwdc vao trong
chuong, mot doi quan gam nham bé ti voi chay ldo nhdo qua san dat, phéng
1én dong co6 kho hodc chui ric dwdi nhitng khic go.

“Lam sao anh c6 thé phan biét duwgc day?” Charlie rén ram. “Ban cta anh
mat hon hai muoi con.”

“Lai c6 nguoi biét duge con nao v6i con nao sao?” Naren héi.

“Gabriel biét ti mi tttng con chudt ctia anh dy,” Charlie n6i v6i mot cai
thé dai.

Nghe vay Naren khodi chi bat cwdi nhw nac né, Charlie cling bat cwoi
theo khuc khich.

Phai mat gan mot tiéng dong ho méi bat xong hai mwoi lam con chudt
canh c6 vé hoi hoi nhan ra dugc, hai con thé trang, mot con vit, mot con vet
xam, va mot con tran xanh da troi. Kiém dwgc mot dong thung véi hom,
cung mot cdi 16ng cho con tran. “Dting c6 ham céi chuyén dé con dé quan
quanh c6 bac trong lic bac 1ai xe day nhé,” ong Bartholomew bao, khi 6ng
gitip Charlie du con tran vao trong 16ng. Nhung con tran dé la mét sinh vat
hoa nha va chac han sé khong bao gid lam hai mot ngwdi ban. Khong ai
trong gia dinh ho ngac nhién khi biét n6 da mot ngan tubi. Trong nhitng
chuyén di chu du thién ha ctia minh, 6ng Bartholomew titng gdp nhitng
sinh vat con nhiéu tuo6i hon thé.
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Mot chiéc xe tai nhe méo mo dau ngoai san, dang sau ngoi nha, va bon
tha nhot trong thung xe dwgc can than chat vao sau xe. Charlie ng6i vao
cho bén canh 6ng Bartholomew, Homer dau trén 16ng con tran va Hat Dau
ngoi trén dui Charlie.

Chiéc xe tai r6 1én va lan banh qua san. Ngay 1ap titc, Naren chay theo
bén hong xe. “Pirng déng... t6i nay nhé,” c6 bé néi véi theo.

“Cai gi?” Charlie ng6 qua ctra so.
“Pua cho em mot thi gi do cua anh di,” Naren noi to.

Hau nhu khéng suy nghi, Charlie 16t chiéc bao tay cua minh va thay qua
ctra s0. Chiéc xe tdi lac I ra khoi san va di vao mot con dwong go gheé.
Charlie van ngudi trén ghé va nhin qua ctra s6 sau. N6 thay Naren nhat bao
tay lén va vui swéng vay vay chiéc bao tay. Ba Meng ditng dang sau co, do
dy dwa mot tay 1én. Chiéc xe tai cua gat vao mot ngd queo va hai bong hinh
bién mat khoi tam nhin.

“Tao sao ban dy lai muon c6 mot do vat cua chau?” Charlie héi 6ng
Bartholomew.

“N6 muon gitr lién lac d6 ma,” 6ng Bartholomew mim cwdi mot cach bi
hiém vé&i Charlie.

“Nhung tai sao lai la bao tay? Va chau tuyét doi khong dwoc dong cai gi
t0i nay?”

“Rém ctra, Charlie. Hay dé anh trang chiéu vao.”
“Nhung ma...”

“Hay nhin qua phai,” 6ng Bartholomew ra lénh.
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Vang 101, Charlie nhin bang qua 6ng Bartholomew. Mé&i dau, n6 chang
thay gi ngoai cay cdi, nhung roi, & bén kia déo, mot toa thap dé quach hinh
vuong lot vao tam nhin.

“Lau dai Do,” Charlie thot 1én.
“Pung vay,” 6ng Bartholomew dong y.
“Co6 mot phan cua bite twong kia,” Charlie la 1én.

Chiéc xe tai cham lai dé Charlie c6 thé thdy dong do nat cta bitc twong
khong 16, xay & ngay trén mép deo bén kia. Nhitng mang twong hién ra it
nhat ca dam, sau do, tw ti, nhitng phién da khong 16 bi mat hit vao bién cay
cdi bat ngan.

“Chau khong ngo né lai do so dén vay,” Charlie thd hoc.

“Rong ménh mong dy chit,” 6ng Bartholomew noi. Gigng 6ng nhe di.
“Va bac tin rang nha vua, hodc vong linh cta ngai, van con & do. Bay gio
ngai an dat, nhung co 1é chang bao 1au nita dau, ngai sé hién hién, nhat la
khi cai bong ay da tré lai.”

“Hoang hau cling ¢ d6,” Charlie noi.

Ong Bartholomew nhiu may quay qua né, vé thic méc, va Charlie ké cho
nha thdm hiém nghe vé con ngwa trang da dwa né va Billy dén lau dai
Guong.

“Hoang hau,” ddi mit xanh thdm cta 6ng Bartholomew nhap nhay. “Oi
that tuyét voi.”

Ho di tiép trong yén lang dugc mot ldc thi 6ng Bartholomew néi nghiém
nghi. “Charlie, diéu quan trong la khong dwgc dé cho ai biét vé bac va gia
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dinh bac. Hay hita khong dugce n6i cho mét linh hon nao vé noi bac séng
nghe chwa, hodc 1a noi chau da tim thdy nhitng con thu.”

Charlie nghi t6i ban bé né, va Ong cau Paton. “Chau hita,” né ngan ngi.

Di m6t dam nita thi ho roi 16i mon xuyén dong hoang, ré vao mét con
dwong cudi cung dwa ho tdi mot cay cau rong bang da. Charlie nghi t6t nhat
nén dwa tat ca bon thu t6i quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng dé cho nhitng chti nhan
cta chung téi nhan chiing vé. N6 chi duwong cho 6ng Bartholomew téi dau
hém Con Ech, nhung nha thdm hiém chac sé khong chiu roi chiéc xe tai ctia
minh.

Truwdce khi Charlie ra khoi xe, 6ng Bartholomew nhét cai gi do vao tui ao
nd. “Bac khong cé tam hinh nao chup cha chau ca,” 6ng giai thich. “Nhung
chau hay cam lay céi nay. Bac ludn luén gilt n6 va bat giac bac nghi rang
né6 cé thé gitp chau, Charlie a.”

“Cam on bac.”
“Gio thi xuéng xe nhé. Bac khng muén bj ai thdy bac ca.”

Vi cai long tran treo trén mot canh tay, mot thung dung thé véi chudt
canh & bén canh tay kia, Charlie hét 1én chao tam biét, r6i chiéc xe tai
phéng di khoi. Sau d6 né lic 1é di xuéng hém Con Ech véi Hat Pau chay
lon ton dang trudc va con vit Nancy lach bach ngoan ngoan di dang sau.
Tuy nhién, con vet thong thai ctt bién biét dang mot choc thi lai réo 1én
nhirng 10i tho 16 tir cot dién hay tir bau ctra s6.

Charlie di gan dén quan Ca Phé Thua Kiéng thi nhan thay cé nhitng budc
chén trén con duwong séi dang sau minh.

“Ding nguyén tai cho, Charlie Bone,” mdt giong néi.
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Charlie dirng lai va ng6 quanh. Dorcas L.oom va hai thang anh to xac cta
con nhé dang khénh khang di vé phia Charlie. Bugc giita hai thang nha
Loom la Joshua Tilpin.

“Cho cua bon tao dau, Charlie Bone?” Albert Alfred, thang con nha
Loom xdu nhat va cao nhat, hoi.

“Ua. Lam sao may tim dwgc con ché cia may va tat ca thi cung cia ban
may thé nay?” Alfred, thang lun hon va bé be hon, chat van.

“May da lam gi vdi tat ca bon thu kia r6i ha, Charlie?” Joshua néi véi b
mat nhan nho. “Néi! Mau!”

“Khong lam gi ca,” Charlie dap. “T6i chi tinh co tim thdy nhitng con
nay,” no li€c nhin Nancy, dang ntc nich di tGi bén canh né.

“Q, chi tinh c& tim thdy chiing thdi 4?” Dorcas méc may.

Mot tiéng gtr 16 10 trong c6 hong Hat Dau, va Homer rong 1én, “Chién

"’

dau

“Chdn céi do lién thoang dé lai,” Albert rit chit. “Néu may khong khai
cho chiing tao biét cho ctia ching tao ¢ dau, tao sé bat ch6 cua may. Bon
tao sé bat ca dam ludn, trtv khi may noéi ra.”

“Noi mau,” Alfred ra 1énh, “khong thi...”

B6n dita ching né bat dau tién lai gan.
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Chuong 8: Bi Ket Trong Tuyét

Charlie ditng nhv troi trong. Khong dé gi thao chay khi né phai linh kinh
xach mat cai 16ng va mot cai thung céac - tong 16n, lai phai chd con vit theo
cho kip. Chi con mot gidi phap duy nhat.

“Hat dau, can ching!” Charlie ra 1énh.

Con cho by khong can c6 dong thém. Chd ta x0 t6i dam nha Loom, stia
dién tiét. Nhung kinh nghiém hudn luyén bon con ché san ctia Albert va
Alfred khong dung thi dé lam gi! Albert tom ngay lay vong c6 ctia Hat Bau
va giat n6 vao lé con hém, & d6 Alfred xich tit con ch6 vao mot cot den.

Titc 1ong 16n, tiéng tru tréo ctia Hat Pau gam lén da danh thitc ca thanh
pho, nhung khong c6 canh sat than thién nao xuat hién va khong ai 16 ra
khoi ctra quan Ca Phé Tha Kiéng. Tuy nhién vet Homer 1a mot con chim
hanh dong. Cau chang b6 nhao tit trén trdi xuéng va suc moéong vudt vao cai
dau loan quan cua Dorcas.

“Cut! Xéo” Dorcas thét am.

Joshua tim 14y c6 Homer ma xiét. D6i mat xam cta con vet trgn phong
1én. N6 bi nghet thé va quat canh, chan quo quap khong khi khi bi Joshua
16i ri, bttt n6 ra khoi Dorcas va lac né lat leo qua trai qua phai.

Con tran rit 1én mot tiéng gian dit khi cai 16ng nhot né bi roi bop xudng,
Charlie mudn tha tran ra v6 cung, nhung n6 khéng thé nao liéu dé cho mot
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sinh vat khac bi thwong. Dat céi thung thé v6i chudt xudng canh 16ng tran,
Charlie lao vao Joshua.

“Budng no ra!” Charlie thét 1én, c6 g& nhitng ngoén tay cta Joshua ra
khéi c6 con vet.

Nhung Charlie khong lam gi dugc nita. Alfred da 6m quang l1dy no6 ti sau
lwng, va Albert duc manh vao bung no.

“Ui daaaaa!” Charlie khuyu chim xuéng gdi, gdp ngudi lai dau dén.

Alfert chop 14y céi 16ng va bé chay khoi hém Con Ech, Alfred theo sau
véi cai thung. Ching nén ram rap t6i dau ngd hep, lua Nancy dang trudc,
trong khi Dorcas gitip Joshua nhét vet Homer vao ba 16 ctia thang nay.

“May c6 thé git con ch6”, Alfed hét vdi lai Charlie, “vao ltic nay”. Buéc
chan han chot sitng lai thinh linh. “Céi gi...?” Giong han hoi run ray.

Charlie ngdc nhin lén.
O cudi hém Con Ech, ba khéi sang xuat hién.
“Nhitng con meo Itra”, Charlie nin thg.

MGt tiéng gam rung chuyén con hém hep: tiéng ngao gian dit, tram duc
ctia mot sinh vat hoang da. Tiéng ngao thit hai hoa vao tiéng thi nhat, va
r6i tiéng thi ba ngan cao hon. Joshua cting ddm nha Loom lui lai, Iui lai.
Cang lic cang quynh quang. Ching chwa kip quay dau thi mot quang sang
ric nhw 1¥a, ché lam ba, bay vé phia bon con trai, dap xuong vai chiing.

Thét Ién khiép dam, Joshua va lii nha Loom khua khoang tui bui khi
nhitng sinh vat chay loa can v6 c6 chung.

“Giup tui nay, Dorc,” Albert gao.
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Khéc nitc nd vé tiéc ré, Dorcas chay vat gio 1én c6 khong dam ngoai lai
lan nao.

DPén lic nay, Albert da phai tha roi cai 16ng va Alfred phai quang cai
thung qua mot bén. Mot con méo vang van bau lay ba 16 ctia Joshua; miéng
kéu bu lu bu loa hodng loan, thang nay giat bé ba 16 ra khéi luvng va chay
thuc mang theo bon Loom, dang phéng chdi chét gan hét con hém, nhanh
chwa ting thay.

“T4t ca chuyén nay la sao day?” Mot giong oang oang dang sau Charlie.

“Ong Onimous ditng trong nguwdng ctra quan Ca Phé Thud Kiéng. Ong
mac 4o choang dai bang 16ng thu gia (Charlie hy vong vay) va trong giong
nhu mot con chudt chiii kinh khung. “Chwa an sang gi ca”, ong bao, “vao
thit Bdy nay. Chuing t6i dang dinh ngt nwéng ay chit.”

“Bon nha Loom danh chau.” Charlie ditng lén, xoa xoa cai bung. “Bon
ching vai céi thang Joshua Tilpin doi bai d6”.

“Béac thidy chau c6 mot con vit... va mot con chd... va lai ca con tran xanh
da troi cua chung toi nita. Oronia sé mung him day”.

Hat Pau sta um lén khoai chi khi Charlie thdo xich cho né.

“Chau tim dwgc tat ca bon chiing nay,” Charlie néi, nhin v6 trong cai
thung. “Tho cta Olivia va chudt canh ctua Gabriel”.

“Cai ba 16 kia dang n6i chuyén mét minh kia”, 6ng Onimous lo lang
nhan xét.

Charlie 14t dat nhat ba 16 1én va mé quai ra. Vet Homer ban vot ra va bay
1én khong, nguyen ria om xom. Ong Onimous &p hai tay 1én che tai. “Ngén
ngft ctia cai con vet dé!...” Ong phan d6i. “N6 hoc cai thit kinh tém ay &
dau ra vay?”.
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“Trong quan doi”, Charlie dap. “Lysander bao véi chau vay”.

“Chac! Chac!” Ong Onimous xach 16ng chim va céi thiing vao quan ca
phé, trong khi Charlie vo vé cho vit Nancy buéc qua ctra. Hat Pau thi
khong can phéi du. N6 x6 vao trong quan, vong qua quay va xéng vao nha
bép, & d6 né biét sé co it nhat 1a mot cai banh s6-c6-la roi xudng cho minh.

Ba Onimous, mdc kimono héng, dang chién thit heo mu6i khi Charlie va
chong ba buéc vao. “May con thti vé 16i” Ba reo lén. “Oi, bon thd cung yéu
ddu. S6-co-la cho Hat Bau, banh mi nwéng cho Nancy va mot cai gi do dac
biét cho con tran nay. Chau tim thdy chiing & dau vay, Charlie?”

Charlie gia bd nhw khéng nghe thay. “Ba c6 thé danh hai ct ca rot cho li
thu dugc khong a, va c6 1é mot qua tao cho 1i chudt nita?”

“Di nhién, Charlie. Nhung lau nay ching & dau vay?” Ba Onimous nang
nac hoi.

“Um. That kho n6i.”

Ong ba Onimous khong héi thém gi nita vao lic nay. Ho bét dau cho bon

thu va ca Charlie an. Ba Onimous dang rot tach tra th hai thi mot giong
nhtra nhya vang 1én dau do bén trong quan ca phé, “Xin chao!”

“Chung toi dong cira”, ba Onimous noi vong ra, nhan may. Ha giong
xuong ba bdo, “T6i ghét bi ngwoi ta bat gap dang mac kimono lam.”

“Anh chac chan la da khéa ctra r6i”, 6ng Onimous nhon got di ra khéi
nha bép, va thoang sau quay tré lai véi mot vé kinh ngac trén mat, va mot
con vet dau trén dau. “Chac la da kip bay vao trudc khi ta dong ctra”, 6ng
Onimous ndi. “Mot cai mé nita chan cho an nay em oi”.

Nhuwng Homer khong dgi ai phuc vu minh. N6 sa xudng ban, vt mot
mau banh mi nwéng va bay lén mot cai ké cao, & dé né vira xé banh vira
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lam ba Iam bam khéng théi.

“Tho 16 qua”, ba Onimous cau nhau, chac ¢6 y am chi hanh vi cta con
vet, mdc du cling c6 thé la am chi ng6én ngit cia né.

Khi tit ca cac con thd da yén 6n, ong Onimous mot lan nita lai hoi
Charlie xem n6 da tim thiy chiing & dau. Charlie ndn 6c ra tim cau tra 10i.
N6 biét minh c6 thé tin cdy gia dinh Onimous, nhung né da hita véi 6ng
Bartholomew la khéng dwgc néi cho mot linh hon nao vé ngoi nha trong
dong hoang.

“O trén cau”, cudi cting Charlie néi. “Chau nghe thay tiéng Hat Dau sta
va... lién tGi do.”

“Lién t6i do thdi a”, ba Onimous nghi ngo. “Va tinh cd trong thay tat ca
nhitng con thu cia ban bé chau, chit khong thay thd nao khac? Khéng c6
meo con, khong chuot hay cho con cuta ai khac?”.

“A... khong a”, Charlie noi.

“Pé mac cau bé di, Onoria”, 6ng Onimous nhac. “Anh nghi n6 da hita
Vi ai d6 r6i. Phai khong Charlie?”

Charlie di di ban chan. “A, da. Va dang ra chau phai néi cho 6ng biét,
that day, nhung chau khong néi dugce.”

“Chau khong tin ching ta sao?” Onoria khit mii.
“Khong, khong. A, c6, 6, di nhién 1a o, nhung ma...”

“Charlie, cha bé, dung phi sic nita,” 6ng Onimous noi nhe nhang. “Chau
mang con ch6 do6 vé cho Benjamin di, va ching ta sé trong chirng nhitng
con khéc cho tdi khi ban bé ctia chau t&i nhan chugns vé. Ching ta sé cham
s6c ching chu déo, phai khéng em?” Ong quay qua vo.
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“Em khong chac vé con vet dau”, ba Onimous liéc 1én trén. “Nhung em
sé c6 hét sic.”

“Cam on! Ong ba 1a tuyét voi nhat!” Charlie tim 14y vong c6 ctia Hat
DPau va dan no ra khéi quan ca phé.

Khi ching vé dén duwong Filbert, Charlie tru triv di t&i nha s6 12. Charlie
me Benjamin dao nay hanh xt rat ky la, né tu héi liéu minh c6 dwgc chao
dén ¢ do khong. “Nhung may la con ché cua Ben,” Charlie néi vGi Hat
Pau, “vi vay may veé nha la tot hon ca.”

Tiéng stia 6ng 6ng cua con cho to da xac nhan ly 1é ay.

Co Brown m@ ctta cho Charlie. “Charlie, hay qua. Chau tim dvgc con
cho cua Benjamin r6i”, c¢6 cwdi rang rd.

Charlie khong thé hiéu n6i. Méi phiit triéc cd6 Brown con lo né di thi
phtit sau c6 da x&i 1&6i moi né vao nha, nhw thé ké tir hoi dién thoai di dong
dwgc phat minh ra thi dén no6 la thi hay ho nhat vay. “Benjamin, Hat Dau
nay!” Co goi 1én cau thang.

“Céi gi?” Mot tiéng thét phan khich.

Ngay gidy tiép theo la Benjamin nita té, nira nhdy xu6ng cau thang, trong
khi Hat Pau lao vot 1én don no, rud 1én vi sung suéng.

“Charlie, bo tim thay n6é a? N6 ¢ dau vay? 0, cam on, Charlie. Cam on,
cam on, cam on! BO la nhat!”

Con cho va thang bé lan cu xuéng hanh lang cho Charlie ditng; thang bé
hoan toan khong biét phdi noéi gi.

“Bo tim thdy n6 ¢ dau vay?” Benjamin nai ni.
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“0, & trén duong”, Charlie long cong néi. “Chéc 1a né dang trén duong
vé day.”

“Trén duwong?” D6i mat xam ctia ¢6 Brown hip lai. “Chéau c6 chac
khong?”

“Chac a”, Charlie khong thich céi kiéu me Benjamin dang nhin minh.

“Con nhitng con khac thi sao? C6 khong nghe thay tiéng chim. Khong
nhin thay con ch6 nao trén duong.”

Trong c6 Brown c6 vé dang ngo dén noi Charlie chi muon 1ui ngay ra
khoi ctra trude. Nhung né chi néi, “Chau khong biét gi vé nhitng con khac
cd. Chau tim thay Hat Pau va lién dem né vé nha. Néu vay con chwa da tot
v&i co thi chau cling chiu th6i!” R6i n6 quay ra ctra.

“Charlie,” Benjamin hét Ién, tim chat 14y canh tay n6. “Di nhién la qua
tot dy chit. Lén lau véi minh va Billy di.”
“Phai dé, 1én di”, Billy goi xuéng twr trén dinh cau thang.

Miéng c6 Brown mim chat lai thanh mot duwong thang nho xiu, va khong
thém mot 101 nao nita, c6 dong thang vao nha bép.

Charlie d4 vang doi giay b6t ciia minh ra va chay tot 1én lau. Ngay khi da
yén on trong can phong néng ham hap ctia Benjamin, no6 lién cdi phang
chiéc 4o gi6 nang ra va hét mot hoi, “Ben, me cuia bo lam sao vay? Bo cé
biét la me b6 véi ba ctia b6 dang lam viéc cho Hoc vién Bloor khong?”

Billy coi b khong thoai mai. “Billy n6i cho minh biét r6i. Nhung minh
thé la trudc d6 minh khong biét. Khi minh hoi me vé chuyén nay thi me
minh bao dé la mot cong viéc nhw bat ky viéc nao khac.”
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“Nhuwng ba me bo la tham t tw, Ben”, Charlie néi, “Chac chan c6 chu ay
phai dang diéu tra cai gi do.”

“Pung, chac chan vay,” Billy dong tinh.
“0, minh c6 nghe 16m ba me minh noi chuyén”, Benjamin thtra nhan.

“Chuyén gi? Chuyén gi?” Charlie nhdy tung lén giwvong ngoi gitta
Benjamin va Billy.

Chuot Rembrandt, dang ngt ga ngu gat trong chiéc dép 1€ cua Benjamin,
giat minh tinh gidc va lit cat chay ao xuéng gam givong, trong khi Hat
DPau, ti tén cho rang con chudt mudn dua gidn véi minh, bén ép minh
xuong gam givong theo Rembrandt, stia nhang ca lén.

“Lui ra!” Billy cudng quyt hét om. “Néu may ma lam con chu0t ctda tao
bi thuong thi tao sé giét may, do ché ghé”.

“Billy!” Benjamin bi s6c qua, vut hét 1én.

Cudc dau khau chwa kip n6 ra, moi thit dudi gam givong da lai im ang.
Charlie n6i nhanh. “Thé ciu da nghe thay gi vay, Ben?”

“O, minh & bén ngoai phong ngu ctia ba me minh, cho nén khéng nghe rd
lam, nhung me minh c6 n6i gi dé vé do anh. Billy thi bdo v&i minh la do
anh xuat hién trong Hoc vién Bloor, cho nén minh tiéng sat gan hon thi
nghe ba minh bao ba minh c6 mét y. Rang ba da theo doi nhitng do anh.
Rang ba biét ai da tao ra chung, chi can thém mot do anh nita la...”.

“Ao anh!” Charlie nhay phét ra khoi givong. “Ho dang c6 tim xem ai tao
ra 4o anh, do 1én lit...” né voi im bat nhan ra minh vira néi gi.

“D6 khong phai 16i cia ba me minh,” Benjamin néi. “Ho lam vay chi la
dé kiém tién théi ma”.
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“Po la anh lam phai khong, Charlie?” Billy hoi. “Anh lam phai khong?”

“Khong.” Charlie lac dau. “Anh khong tao ra do anh dugc.”

“Nhung bo biét ngwoi lam thi phai?” Benjamin nhan manh.

“Khong”, Charlie ndi.

“Du c6 biét la ai anh ciing khéng néi cho bon em biét?” Billy ndi.

Charlie liéc nhin Billy, “U™”.

“Em khong trach anh”, Billy hoi rau ri.

Hat Pau dang ngay o o dwdi gam giwvong va Rembrandt, chép 1ay co hoi,
lai 1dam 1ét 16 ra. N6 mon men td&i gan ban chan cia Charlie, nhai céi gi dé.

“NO0 nhai gi vay?” Benjamin hai.

“Tréng nhw mot tdm hinh”, Billy dap.

“HINH?” Charlie ta héa chdp ldy con chudt. “Khong, khong. Céi hinh
ay. N6 la hinh ctia minh. Co hoi duy nhat cia minh”.

Rembrandt, sttng sot bai tia nhin trong mat Charlie, lién ha miéng ra, va
mot to gidy nhoé hinh vuéng roi phéu xuéng dat. Charlie thdy con chudt 1én
dui Billy va vé6t tdm hinh 1én. May thay, chi c6 mdt goc hinh bi nhai. Ong
Bartholomew noi ding. D6 khong phai la ci bAm may dep cho lam. May
va tuyét hau nhv che kin céi ngudi duy nhat & can canh.

“Minh quén khuay mat tdm hinh,” Charlie ap tdm hinh vao ngwc. “Lam
sao minh lai quén dugc co cht? Bac dy dit né vao tui minh, va khi minh
c6i ao khodc thi n6 roi tudt ra.”

“Ai dut vao tti b6?” Benjamin hoi.
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“Cai gi?” Bi h@g, Charlie lau bau. “0, khong ai ca, that. Y minh 1a minh
da dut no vao day.”

Benjamin trgn mat nhin né. “Dao nay cau hay bi bi mat mat lam dé. Tui
nay la ban ctia bo, phdi khong nao?” N6 noi.

Charlie chwa kip tra 10i, Rembrandt va Hat Pau da lai chi chée nita. Con
chuot phéng tudt 1én mot cai ké, va Hat Pau sua inh 6i, ditng han 1én hai
chan sau, c6 sttc dodi cap chan trudc theo chiéu doc cai ké. Sach vai do
choi d6 nha xuéng dat, va phut ké tiép, canh ctra vut m&, mot c6 Brown
gian tim tai ding ¢ ngudng clra.

“Benjamin!” Me n6 hét. “Con khong thé kiém soat dwgc con ché dé sao?
Ba v&i me dang c6 viét cho xong bdo cdo ma chit nghia ci¥ vang toe di hét
th6i.”

Benjamin chdp mat, “Céi gi vang tée hét a?” N6 hai.

Co Brown dam chan, “Dem no6 ra ngoai!” C6 Iui lai va chi ra cau thang.
“Mau!”.

Khéng hé hé 161 nao nita, ba thang con trai mac do khodac va di xudng lau
dé mang giay ong vo. Billy nhét Rembrandt vao tti 40, con Benjamin trong
Hat Pau vao day xich. Sau do ca doan buon ba di ra ngoai troi gia lanh.

Mot chiéc xe tai trong lich 1am r&i khéi 1é dwong doi dién khi bon con
trai 16 ra, nhung ltc nay Charlie chang nghi gi t6i chiéc xe ca. N6 bao bon
kia rang n6 khong thé ra cong vién dugc vi c6 viéc gap can lam, va vdi cai
nhtn vai cam chiu, bon ban chap nhan rang nhitng van dé caa Charlie quan
trong hon tro choi trong cong vién.

Co tiéng 6 0a phan khich vong ra tit bép nha sé 9. Bat chap sy non nong
muon xem tam hinh 6ng Bartholomew dwa cho, Charlie van bi cu6n vé
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phia d6. N6 thay gia dinh minh quay quan quanh mot gié do an 16n dé trén
ban bép. Noi Bone dang ng6i gan bép 10, quay lung lai phia ho.

“Coi nay, Charlie, gié do an Paton!” Ngoai Maisie thong bao bang giong
gan nhw la kinh can. “N6i mdi t6i cach day nam phut tho6i.”

Nap gio da dwge md va bay ra bén trong mét chai rigu sam banh 16n,
v&i nhiéu goi do an dé nhitng cai tén quai chiéu bao quanh.
“Co6 mot to nhan nay”, c6 Amy noi, vdi tay vao gitta bao dau phong bong

lodng va hii trdi cady ngdm dwong. Co 16i ra mot tam danh thiép trang tri cau
ky va trao cho Ong c4u Paton.

“Chir viét hoa my day,” Ong cau Paton nhan xét, quan sat tdm thiép.

Pugc dong trong mdt cai khung trang hoang 16ng chim vang 14p lanh la
noi dung sau:

Kinh thia 6ng Yewbeam,

MGt cai trét khong mai da lam 16 Biva Tiéc thi Sau cua ngai. Toi hy vong
diéu nai khong gdy cho ngai bic minh. Bay la moén an dé lam vui nhitng
trai tim va gidip on thoa dugc moi chién.

“Sai chinh ta khung khiép”, Charlie nhan xét. “Con hoc nam hai th6i ma
con co6 thé viét hay hon thé”.

“Bon ta khong phai 1t khoe chit”, ndi Bone chd vao, tham chi khong
buon ngodi dau lai.

")

“O nay, Tom Vua!” Ngoai Maisie reo. “Chiing van con dong lanh. To6i

cat ching vao ti dong nhé, Paton?”

“Umm.” Ong cau Paton liém moéi. “Cit dé chiing ra dong di. T6i sé an
tr'a mon do”.
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Gid do6 an dén that ding ltc déi véi Charlie. Trong khi ngoai Maisie va
me né van dang tram tr6 vaGi tirng goi do an dugc goi can than, né 1én 1én
phong minh, nhe nhom vi khong ai hoi né da di dau su6t ca bubi sang.

Ngay khi dong ctra phong lai, Charlie 16i tdim hinh ra va ng6i 1én giwong.
No6 thdy mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang digng, quay nita nguwdi vé phia may chup
hinh. Mdc du tuyét pha kin khung canh chinh, Charlie van c6 thé nhén ra
d6 1a 6ng Bartholomew. Ong ddi nén len, mic 4o khodc don bong va di
giay 6ng dai, c6é day cot.

Charlie di tdm hinh sat vao mat. Con buwém trang bay qua phong va dau
len canh tay no.

“Ba minh trong tdm hinh nay né”, Charlie n6i v&i con buém trang. “Ba &
ngay dang kia, nhin 6ng Bartholomew Bloor qua kinh ngam, va... tach...
chop dugce dng dy, mai mai nhw thé. Vi vay néu minh di vao do6 va quay qua
nhin may chup hinh thi minh sé trong thay ba, ding khong? Buwém nghi
sao?”

Con budm trang di chuyén day che ché xuéng co tay né va Charlie mim
cudi trede nhitng cai chan buém cham nhe vao minh. N6 phan khich vi vui
dén ndi ban tay run run, va con buém trang lai di chuyén tiép, cho tdi khi
doi canh 1ap loang quat quat noi dau ngon tay tré cta cha.

“Vay la ding ha?” Charlie da c6 thé nghe thay tiéng tuyét rao rao va
tiéng ai d6 thd déu déu vao tai né. N6 van luon thich cai khoanh khac nay —
ngay khi nhitng am thanh vira cham t&i, n6é da thdy minh tr6i 1énh bénh vao
mot tdm hinh.

“Pi nao,” n6 noi. Than thé no tréd nén khong trong lwgng, dong thdi né bi
nuot chirtng vao dam may mu thdi gian day dac. Gio thi bat dau ct roi xody
cham cham vé phia hinh hai don doc cia 6ng Bartholomew va ngudi dan
ong dang sau may chup hinh.
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Tiéng cuwoi. Ca hai giong cuwdi déu sung swéng va tam lanh. N6 c6 nhan
ra dugc tiéng ai véi tiéng ai khong? Charlie nghe thay tiéng cudi khuc khuc
cta 6ng Bartholomew, nhung con tiéng cuwdi phat ra tir ngudi kia thi...

“Théi di, Lyell. Tuyét day qua.”
Khong cé tiéng tra 10i.

“Cau lam rét may chup hinh bay gio. Peo bao tay vao. Tay cau dong lai
roi kia.”

Khéng c6 101 dap. Chi c6 tiéng cwoi diu nhe.

Charlie ti hoi 6ng Bartholomew c6 trong thdy mat né trong man tuyét
day dac khong. Khi n6 “du hanh” thi chi c6 gwong mat n6é dugc ngudi no6
“viéng tham” trong thay — cai vu do c6 thé hoi én mat chuit.

Con gi6 dién cuong théi tung tuyét vao mat Charlie. N6 c6 phui ching di
bang hai ban tay té citng. “Ong Bartholomew!” N6 goi.

Ong Bartholomew khong nghe duwoc tiéng né. Nha thdm hiém da quay di
va goi. “DPi thoi, Lyell. Chup thé dugc r6i.”

Gio 1a Iac cho Charlie quay mat lai. Gio, rd mwoi mwoi, no sé trong thay
nguoi dan 6ng dang sau may chup hinh.

N6 quay lai.

N6 thdy mot ngwdi dan 6ng doi mi trum vién 16ng thi. Cam ong tut
xuong trong co chiéc 4o khoac cé 16p 16t, va phan con lai ctia gwong mat
ong bi chiéc may chup hinh che kin.

“Lyell!” Ong Bartholomew goi. “Hét 4nh sang roi. Chiing ta phai tr§ vé
thoi.”
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Mot lan nita lai tiéng cwdi diu do. “Chau dén ngay day.”

Giong ndi cua ai vay? Charlie c6 nhan ra giong noi dé khong? May chup
hinh dwgc ha xuéng va dugce dit vao tii do. Chiéc mi trum dau che sup mat
nguoi dan 6ng. Ong deo bao tay vao, ctii sat dau xudng.

“Ba!” Charlie goi. “Ba oi!”

Nguoi dan 6ng budc t6i trwde. Ong di swgt ngang qua mit Charlie, dau
cti oan xubng dé chong choi vGi dot tuyét dang ua tdi.

“Ba!” Charlie vira viron tay ra thi hitng tron mét bum tuyét day.

Nguoi dan 6ng nguwdc mat 1én nhin troi, nhw thé 6ng da nghe thay tiéng
goi am u dé trong khong gian xdo dong. Chiéc mii trum ctia 6ng lat ra sau,
nhung Charlie chi thdy md mo, twa nhw mot gwong mat dang sau tdm kinh
dong swong. R6i lap tirc gwong mdt dé bi nhan chim trong tuyeét.

“Cho da!” Charlie hét to. Khi n6 ha miéng, nhitng hat nwdc da nho li ti
vang ra, roi xuong tuyét thanh nhitng tiéng lanh canh doc ac. Nguc Charlie
x€é bu6t nhu bi dao dam. “Con sé di dau bay gio?” N6 rén 1i.

Trd lai cai noi ma tv d6 nguoi da tdi, cai giong ly 1€ vang 1én, nhung nao
cta Charlie da mu di vi lanh dén mitc khong thé nghi dugc sé vé lai noi dé
bang céach nao.

Minh sé chét cong mat thdi, né nghi. Nhung ngwoi ta néi dé 1la mot cach
chét dé chiu ma. N6 nham mat lai. trong bong t6i méi that yén binh. Chang
bao sau né thiép di.

Co cai gi d6 can ban tay Charlie. N6 c6 vay di, nhung cai do cit bam riét

lay n6. Giod thi né dang chich ngén tay Charlie, bd qua mat né, giat téc, rit
cam no.
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“Pé toi ngu, “Charlie van vi. Cai lanh bao trum 1ay né trong mot tam
chan dé chiu.

“Hay trd lai!” Tiéng thi thao dwdng nhw dwoc dét tir lua min, nhe va cap
bach vo6 cung. Charlie cdm thdy minh dwgc nang l1én. N6 lan minh trong
khong khi, thdy 4m 1én, &m dan 1én, cho téi khi... né6 mé& choang mat ra.

N6 dang nam trén givong ctia minh. Con bwém trang lwgn 10 phia bén
trén, doi canh sang chap chdi giong bac hon bao gid hét.

“Buwdm da lam diéu day”, Charlie néi day ngd vue. “Budm da dwa minh
tr& ve”.

Con budém trang dau trén ban tay Charlie. N6 khong néi dugc nhung soi
day thau hiéu ndi két ho véi nhau kién Charlie c6 thé nghe dwgc cau tra 16i.

“Phai, ta lam do6.”

Charlie ngo6i lén. “Vay la néu cé buwdm di cung ta khi ta du hanh thi ta sé
lubn tré vé dwoc?”

Khéng c6 cau tra 1oi bdi mot tieng thét da vang dong ca nha; mot tiéng
thét sdu tham va kinh hoang dén noi Charlie cam thay nhw tim minh ngitng

dap.

Do la tiéng thét ctia me né.
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CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
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Chuong 9: Ngoai Maisie Bi Pong Cirng

Charlie lao b6 xudng cau thang — loang choang chuc nga, riu chan cang
ma bam bo tdi. Tiéng canh bao cia nhitng con meo ltra réo trong tai né: Coi
chirng me cau. N6 da khong coi ching. N6 twdng trong nha thi me no an
toan roi chit? Va lai lam thé nao n6 c6 thé canh chitng me khap noi?

Do la tiéng thét ctia c6 Amy, nhung chinh ngoai Maisie méi la ngudi gap
phai tai wong. Khi Charlie lao ban vao nha bép, diéu dau tién né thay la
ngoai Maisie ditng cirng do ngay chinh giita phong. Ba quay mat ra ctra va
hinh nhw dang trgn trirtng nhin thang vao Charlie. Miéng ba ha to va nét mat
con nguyén si vé kinh ngac. C6 Amy va Ong cau Paton ditng hai bén ba.
Tay c6 Amy chép lai, nhung tay Ong cau Paton chia ra tredc mét, nhu thé
ong chwa biét phai dat ching vao dau.

“Chuyén gi ddy a?” Charlie kinh hai. “Chuyén gi xdy ra thé?”
“Chung ta khong... chic,” Ong cau Paton dép.

“Ba bi dong cttng,” c6 Amy khdc thut thit. “Ngoai Maisie bi dong cing

»

roi.

Tham chi ca ndi Bone ciling da nhom day khoi ghé cia ba. “Ba ta, cai ba
ngd ngan ay da lam gi thé? Ba ta da lam cai diéu dang ra ba ta khong nén
lam.”
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“Lay troi lai dat, Grizelda”, Ong cau Paton gam lén. “Ba Maisie dang
gdp rac roi day nay”.

“H!” N6i Bone quay ngoat lung lai. “T6t hon la cac ngwdi lam gi do di
ché. Ba ta bat dau r6 nuwéce roi kia.”

Charlie cham vao canh tay ngoai Maisie. Ngoai dang méc chiéc 4o lanh
16ng méo angora mau hong, va dong 16ng mém dy da chuyén thanh nhitng
chum nuwéc da ciing queo, chia ra tua tda. Mot y nghi khung khiép ndy ra
trong dau n6. M@i khoanh khac truedce thoi minh da du hanh vao mot thé
giGi ngap tran tuyét. L& nao, phai chang bang cach nao dé, minh da mang
ca ngoai Maisie di cung? N6 cham vao mdt ngoai. Lanh va cttng hét nhw
mot tang bang.

“Charlie, dirng”, me n6 nic ng. “Dung cham vao ba, kinh... kinh khing

qua.”
Noi Bone néi dang. That tinh 1a ngoai Maisie dang bat dau r6 nwéc. Mot
viing nwdc nho da dong quanh ban chan ba.

“C6 18 ba ay dang tan ra”, Ong cau Paton néi. “Chiing ta hdy thiic ddy
qua trinh nay di nao. Chung ta sé dwa ba dy dén gan bép 10.”

Vi mot chut kho khan, c6 Amy va Ong cau Paton lai ngoai Maisie lai
chd bép 106. Ong cau Paton ting nhiét do 10 1én va hoi néng x6 tran vao cin
phong. Trong mot vai phtit, cd nha noéng ran, dén do tat ca moi nguoi voi
trit bo 4o lanh va do len chui dau ctia minh ra; nhwng mac du tiép tuc roé
nuwdc, chut chit théi ¢ quanh giay, ngoai Maisie van con cing nhw tang
bang.

“Bi ém bua r6i”, me Charlie thang thét viii mdt vao long ban tay. “DPung
la vay théi. Nhung tai sao lai la ngoai Maisie? Ba c6 bao gio lam ton
thwong mot linh hon nao dau.”
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“Charlie, may lai di gidp 6ng thay phap d6 nita a? Ong cau Paton héi véi
giong nghiém khac.

“Kh... khong”, Charlie néi, hoi ap tng.

“Nhung may lai ‘du hanh’ ntta chw gi?”

Charlie gat dau. N6 cam thdy con mat ctia ndi Bone gam vao minh. “Con
khong tham ong thay phap nao ca,” n6 lang lang ndi, “ma di téi mot noi rat
lanh.”

“Noi nao?” Noi Bone hach hoi.

“Q... chi la m6t tam thiép Giang sinh”, Charlie néi. “Dé cho vui. Viéc do6
cO gl sai trai dau, phai khong a?”

“May khong nén dung tai phép cia may chi dé cho vui”, ba ta nhiéc moc.

“ROI, ROI”, Charlie Jam bam. N6 nhan thay cai ban dang bay nguyén
bita trwva. Tat cad do an trong gio da duwgc don ra, va titng moén wa thich cia
moi nguwdi déu da ¢ ngay ngan trong dia ctia ho. Pa-té cho ndi Bone, banh
nhan thit hwou cho ngoai Maisie va cho Charlie, ca ngtt cho c6 Amy va tom
he cho Ong cau Paton. Nip hii dyng tdm he da bi mé banh va hai con tém
he to nam trén tam trai ban, nhw thé ching v6 tinh bi roi xuéng.

“Ong cau Paton, dng da dn tém he chwa?” Charlie hoi.

“Chua, ta...” Ong cau Paton nhin dam tom he. “Oi, lai thanh than, ai...”
ong cui xuéng va nhin vao cai miéng dang hé ra cia ngoai Maisie. “Mot
con tom he!” Ong la 1én. “Ba dy da an tom he ctia t6i.”

“Ong cau Paton”, 6 Amy trach ctt. “Lam on di, 6ng khong chap nhit ba
me t0i nghiép cua t6i vi vai con tom he ddy chit”.
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“Oi c0 a, co hiéu 1am r6i”, Ong cau Paton no6i. “Ba Maisie dang an tom
he thi... thi gdp phai tai hga nay.”

C06 Amy ngudc nhin 1én, “Ngo doc a?” Co thd gap.

“Con hon ca ngd doc”, Ong cau Paton néi. Ong quay qua ba chi minh.
“Grizelda, ba c6 biét ti gi vé vu nay khong?”

“Pirng c6 16 thé chi”. Tém 14y dia banh mf va pate ctia minh, ndi Bone
tong toc di ra khdi bép, cau nhau. “Tao sé khong & day dé ma bi xi va dau”.

Khong ai ddm dong dén thirc an ctia minh nita. Ho cét tat tat cac mén vao
trong gié may, va Ong cau Paton goi dién cho cita hang. Mudi lam phuit
sau, mot nguwoi dan 6ng tré tdi trong chiéc xe tai nhe ma Charlie da trong
thay vi di khéi cach day mot gio. Ong cau Paton ra cta truéc tra lai gi6 do
an cho anh ta. “Mot thanh vién trong gia dinh t6i do6 bénh rat nang”, 6ng
bdo nguwoi dan ong tré. “Chung tdi tin rang tom he ctia cadc ngwdi phai chiu
trach nhiém. T6i muén chiing dwgc mang di phan tich cang sém cang tot.”

“Hom nay la Chu nhat, thwa 6ng”, nguoi dan ong tré noi, trong co vé liu
quiu.

“C6 nguoi sip chét!” Ong cau Paton quat to. “Lam ngay di!”

“Vang, thuva ngai,” nguwoi dan ong tré 1i nhi. “Co 1é bénh vién sé lam.”
Anh ta buéc lay bay xudng nhitng bac cap va dat gio do an 1én ghé hanh
khach, xong 1ai vt di.

Charlie ndy ra mét y nghi. “Nhitng con meéo ltta”, né dé nghi. “Chting sé
gitip cho coi”. N6 quang le do gi6 vao, vu ra dwong va huwéng thang dén
quan Ca Phé Thua Kiéng. Nhitng con meéo ltra khong phai ltic nao ciing &
dé, nhung né khong biét tim ching ¢ noi nao khac.
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Charlie di gan hét duwong Fillbert thi linh cam thay nhitng con méo Itta
dang & rat gan. Anh mét Charlie bi hiit 1én cai méi cta cin nha né dang di
ngang, va chiing kia kia, trén cho cao nhat, nhitng hinh thu sang chéi khac
dam vao bau troi xam. Vira trong thay Charlie, ching lién nhay titng con
mot xuong cai cay gan do, va leo rat gon gan qua tirng chac cay cho dén khi
dirtng ngay dudi chan Charlie.

“Nhitng con méo Itta, t6i can cac ban gitip!” Charlie quay dau va chay vé
lai nha s6 9, nhitng con méo lita chay cung v6i n6; Dwong Cuu hoi nho 1én
treédc mot ti, nhe thuwong 1e, Sw Tt va Nhan Ma ¢ hai ben.

Khi ca bon nhay phat vao hanh lang, ngi Bone ngodc mém la bai bai,
“Khong dugc cho 1ii sinh vat kinh tdm do6 vao. Pudi ching ra!”

Nhitng con méo Itra hung diing di t&i cira phong khach dé mé va nhin
X04y vao trong bang nhitng cap mat sang quac nhw than. Noi Bone véi lui
lai, la eo éo, “Pudi chiing di.”

Ba con méo lita gwrom gwom nhin ba ta, va noi Bone day ctta dong sam
lai, sap luon cai mii giay den bong 1on cua minh.

Charlie phi cudi. N6 dan nhitng con méo lira vao bép, noi ching thay
ngay lap titc minh phai lam gi. Chung chay ua tGi ngoai Maisie va vay
quanh ba, meo meo nhe nhe.

“Qi, Charlie, chiing gitip dwgc khong ddy?” C6 Amy ndm chit ban tay
Charlie.

“Nhitng con méo ndy c6 thé 1am phép mau”, Ong cau Paton néi mét cach
tw tin.

Nhitng con méo Itta c6 vé boi roi. Sy bai roi chi 6 thé dugce dién ta duy
nhat bang cai nhiu may swot qua khuon mat 16ng 14 ctia ching. Nhitng cap
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mat vang chée ra 1én khap chiéu dai than hinh bat dong cta ngoai Maisie,
cho tdi khi d6i mat kinh hai bi dong citng cia ba. Chiing lai meo lan nita.

Hét tron mot phtt, nhitng con meéo Itra sam soi cac ngon tay cing do, doi
cang phop phap, céi do lanh hong déng bang va nhitng lon téc xam cuén
gon cuia ngoai Maisie. Chuing dich tGi gan hon va hit ngti, nhitng cai mdi
den chun nhdm lai ra diéu khong bang long.

Charlie nin thé. Nhitng con méo Itta c6 thé lam tan chdy ngoai Maisie
dwgc khong? N6 nhin Dwong cwu digng nhén hét ¢ trén cac dau ngon
chén, lvng vong 1én. Con méo mau dong bat dau chay quanh doi chan di
giay thé thao m@i mau dé ctia ngoai Maisie. Han la ba rat ty hao vé chiing,
Charlie nghi. Hy vong ba van sé con tu hao vé ching.

Su T va Nhan Ma chay theo Dwong Cwu. Nhip buéc nhe déu cia nhitng
con meo Itra tré nén don dap hon. Chang bao 1au sau co thé ching hoéa
thanh nhitng quang Itra lao chom tGi. Nhin nhw ngoai Maisie ditng bén
trong mot vong tron Itra. Nhitng tia Itta nho xiu, 16a nhéa ban tung 1€ tran
nha, va Charlie c6 thé nghe thay tiéng rit cung va tiéng Itta n6 16p dop.

“Ba chdp mat kia!” Gigng c6 Amy khan dac di vi mirng. “Co thay
khong?”

Charlie nhin vao mat ngoai Ma. Ba chép mat hai lan.
“Con thay”, Charlie la 16n. “Ba chép mat”.

“Piing vay that”, Ong cau Paton cong nhan.

“Ba dang chady”, c6 Amy thé hat ra ming rd.

“Nhitng con meéo Itra tai gioi. Hoan ho!” Charlie reo lén.
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Ngoai Maisie ngam miéng lai va c6 gi do6 nhu la nu cwdi nhiu lai ¢ hai
khoe mép.

Ho doi thém chit nita. Khong cé gi thém. Cai chép mat da ngirng han;
miéng van khép va cac bo phan co thé con lai ctia ngoai Maisie van ctt thé
ma dong cung.

Nhitng cudn lira bat dau b6t di do sang. Nhip buwéc phirng phuwe cham lai,
va ba con meo, hoan lai hinh hai cli cia minh, buéc them mot vong, hai
vong, ba vong nita quanh doi cang citng do ctia ngoai Maisie, r6i ngoi
xuong. Trong chiing mét dur.

Duwong Cuu nhac mot chan 1én va ti tén liém. Sw T va Nhan Ma nam
X0ai ra sat bén nhau va nhin Ién Charlie, nhw ngu y n6i Ching t6i da co roi.
Chung t6i khong thé 1am hon dugc nita.

“Cac ban da lam hét sitc”, Charlie néi. “T6i biét ma”.
“Ba dy sap trd lai”, me Charlie rén ri. “Chi can c6 thém ti xiu nita th6i.”

“Chuing khong thé lam dugc”, Charlie néi. “Ching da lam tat ca roi.
Chuing khong thé lam hon nita dau.” N6 di t6i ta lanh va ldy ra mot it dam
bong, thai thanh cuc nho va tha vao mot cai noi. N6 dat noi sat vao nhitng
con meo lra va ching an ngau nghién.

Ong cau Paton ngdi xudng va khoanh tay that chit. “Cé vé viéc nay
muon nham vao ta”, ong chua chét néi. “Ta chac chan thé. Ping ra ta phai
la nguwdi an tom he. Ai d6 da c6 y lam 6 u€ tom, ma chac chan la mot ké
trong bon ching — hay ta nén noi la mot trong chuing ta, nhitng ké duwgc ban
phép thudt. Tai sao...?” Ong gio hai ban tay 1én va budng cho ching roi
thong xudng dui.

“Chung ta phai goi bac sy thoi”, c6 Amy thuc giuc. “Ngay di. Trudc khi
qua tré.”
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Ong cau Paton git dau. “Panh vy thoi. Nhung phai 1a ngwdi ma ching
ta tin cay vé do than trong va kin tiéng”.

MGt tia hy vong 16e 1én trén mdt c6 Amy. “Toi biét mot nguwoi. Trong ong
ay c6 vé quen giit bi mat. Ong 4y hay mua rau qua & ché toi va bita no da
cho tdi danh thiép caa 6ng ay. Ong ay 1a bac si... gi gi d6, khac thuong”.

“Khong chirng 1a mot tién sy toan hoc hay am nhac”, Charlie khong
muodn me minh qué hy vong.

“Nhung cling dang thit”, c6 Amy chay ra cho dé dién thoai trong hanh
lang.

Trong khi c6 Amy goi dién, ngi Bone quat um xum, “Chung di chua ha,
cai li tha ay?”

Nhitng con meéo Itta gir 1én tridc giong ba ta. Sw T liém cai no6i thém ca
nita roi phong theo cac anh em minh v6 hanh lang. Pubi ching vénh cao va
dau nghéch thang. Tuy that bai lan nay nhwng ching van gitt ven niém kiéu
hanh. Charlie thdm cdm on ching, va dé chuing di.

“Ong 4y sé t6i”, cd6 Amy dit 6ng nghe xuéng. “Tén 6ng ay 1a bac s§
Tanaka”.

Bac sy Tanaka con tré, v6i vé mat cuoi 16i xai, dién bo com-lé xam chin
chu. Thoat nhin twédng nhw 6ng chang thudc loai ngudi co thé déi pho vai
diéu gi chéch khdi trat ty thong thwong. Nhung c6 Amy da khong lam. Khi
nhin thdy ngoai Maisie tdi nghiép bi dong citng, bac sy Tanaka chi nhuwén
mot bén 16ng may 1én. “A!” Ong néi. “Bi dong lanh. Ha than nhiét xudng
dwéi diém dong, nhung trong tredng hop nay la bat ty nhién”.

“Ba cu c0... c6 chét khong?” Co6 Amy hoi, gan nhu khéng thot ra dugc
may tr cudi cung.
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“Khong han,” éng bac s§ dap bang giong nhe ru, hiéu qua. “Khi quyén
nang bi pha v, ba dy sé trd lai”.

“Quyén nang”, Charlie [am bam.

Béac sy Tanaka quay qua n6 va mim cudi. “Quyén nang”, éng lap lai. “Ai
do trong thanh pho nay cé quyén nang siéu nhién, cyc ky khac thuong. Toi
biét chac chan la c6 mot s6 nguwdi rat khac thuwong. Nhitng nguwdi con ctia
Vua B4, t6i tin ho la nhw vay. Thye tinh, t6i man phép tin rang minh dang
ding trong ngoi nha cé mat... hay hai... nguwdi nhu thé séng, ding khong?”

Ong cau Paton nghiéng dau.

“Theo kinh nghiém cua t6i thi khong c6 quyén nang nao trén trai dat nay
lai khong bi pha v&”, 6ng bac sy hang hai tiép. “Va hai nguoi dugc ban
phép sé tot hon la chi mot ngudi”.

Co6 Amy liéc nhin ngoai Maisie, “Trong lic cho doi, ching ta nén lam gi
vOi me toi day?”

“Hay lam cho ba ay thoai mai,” éng bac s§ noi.

Moi ngudi quyét dinh bon tam la noi t6t nhat cho ngoai Maisie, do
nhitng giot nwdc ct lién tuc nhéu thanh viing quanh chan ba. Trwéc khi di,
bac sy Tanaka gitip Ong cau Paton khiéng than thé dong da dy 1én Iau. Ho
phai deo bao tay va viéc lai ba vo bon tam chang dé dang gi. Charlie nhe
nhang dat mot cai goi dém duwéi dau ngoai Maisie va c6 Amy dap cho ba
mot cai chan.

“T6i hy vong minh sé han hanh dwgc mua nhiéu rau nita tai ctra hang
tuyét voi cua co,” ong bac sy bao vdi co Amy tredce khi roi di.

“Toi cling hy vong vay”, co Amy dap lai cai cui chao lich thiép ctia ong
bac sy.
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Ong bac sy vira di khéi thi mot cd dién thoai tir cita hang théng bao cho
Ong cau Paton ring mé tdm he d6 khong hé nhiém doc t6 hay bat ky thi? gi.
Chung da dugc mang cho chuot thi nghiém an va khong gay ra tac dung
xau nao. That ra 1t chudt cyce ky thich ching, va thdm chi chiing con hoat
bat hon va moc nhiéu 16ng hon sau khi an tém.

“Chac chan la ching dang déi ngau”, Charlie lam bam.

“Chi mot con t6m bj thdi”, Ong cau Paton tuyén bé. “Va ngoai Maisie da
an trung con tom do. Ta dam danh cuQc do la Venetia”.

“Nhung ba c¢6 Venetia chi danh thuéc vao quan 4o thoi”, Charlie nhac
ong. “Tai sao ba tai phdi doi qua tom he chg?”

“Khong biét,” Ong cau Paton lau bau.

Charlie cam thay ngai ngai khi dung nha tam c6 ngoai Maisie & trong
day, cho nén né 1én lau trén cung, ché me né va ngoai Maisie ngt, dé dung
toa-lét ctia ho. Ca Ong cau Paton ciing vay.

Dém do, noi Bone ct kéu réu ve troi lanh chét khiép ¢ lau trén cung va
ba ta can dung bén tam. “Dai cai ba déng cirng do di gium”, ba ta ra 1énh.

Ong cau Paton tit chdi va noi Bone danh phai diing toa-lét sat bén budng
chira do. Ba ta bé di, khong tam nita.

Charlie cAm thdy mat minh dong ap lai ngay khi n6 1én givong. N6 mo
mang ra soat lai nhitng sy kién dién ra trong ngay va bat thinh linh nhé dén
Naren. Cé ding la budi sang n6 da bang qua cau di vao dong hoang khong?

Co bé da ndi gi véi minh nhi? “Dém nay dung dong rem ctra lai”. Vay thi
tai phép cta co bé 1a gi? Cé thé bay, hay c6 thé gdi thong diép theo anh
trang? Mét ra roi, Charlie 16t ra khéi giwdng va dén canh ctta s6. Con buém
trang lwdt tdi dau mot bén réem ctra khi Charlie kéo cho rém mé ra. Bén
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ngoai mot man swong mu lap lanh quan chat vao nhitng canh dé. Sé lai 1a
mot dém lanh bu6t nita.

Charlie lo mo tré vé giwvong va ngu thiép di.

N6 tinh gidc thi thdy can phong sang ngap anh trang. Khi cang mat ngé
quanh, né thiy c6 nhitng béng den manh mai bo lodng ngoang vé phia
givong minh. Charlie co rim ngudi vao goéi trong khi nhitng cai bong bo
1én coc giwong roi bo qua chan mén. Nhw nhitng sinh vat ti hon hinh thu ky
di, ching bo 1én hai ban tay Charlie va chay 1én 6ng tay 4o n6, nhung né
khong cam thay gi ca.

“Cai bong”, n6 nghi. “Chi la nhitng cai bong thoi”.

N6 nhin nhitng hinh thu ti teo di chuyén I1én bitc twong dang sau minh.
Chung bat dau chen lan nhau, trong nhu dang c6 tim ché thich hgp cho
minh trong cai m& xody tit nay. Kinh ngac nhin nhitng céi béng chuyén
dong, Charlie dan dan nhan ra nhitng hinh thu kia la nhitng chit céi. T tw,
chuyén déng loan xa cta ching bat dau cham lai, va Charlie c6 thé nhan ra
nhitng tw cia mot thong diep:

“La em day, Naren. Day la phép em c6 thé lam dugc. Anh c6 sg khi thay
nhitng cai bong nho cia em khong? Néu anh thi tham vao bitc twong thi em
c6 thé nghe dwoc anh”.

“Chao, Naren,” Charlie thi thao dwgc chang hay chg.
Nhitng chir cai lai ty sap xép lai va Charlie doc:

“Chao anh Charlie. Em hy vong anh da tré vé an toan. Néu c6 gi quay
nhiéu anh, hdy cho em biét va em c6 thé néi véi cha em. Mac du 6ng rat
ghét di vao thanh pho, nhung 6ng sé gitip anh.”
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Nén bat dau tir dau day? Charlie ty hdi. N6 quyét dinh bado cho Naren
biét vé viéc ngoai Maisie bi dong citng. Khi n6 thi tham xong moi chi tiét
Ve sir o xudi quay kinh khing cuia ba ngoai thi nhitng cai bong trén twong
ditng im lim m4t mot phut, nhw thé Naren dang c6 hiéu théng diép cua no.

Cudi cung nhitng chi ci lai rung rinh chuyén dong. Lan nay céc tir hinh
thanh rat cham.

“Nhitng gi anh ndi vé... ba ngoai cda anh la... rat té... em sé ndi... chuyén
v0i cha em... Ngay mai... c6 lé... cha sé cho 16i khuyen”.

“Nhung ngay mai anh & trong treong réi. Lam sao em c6...” Charlie nghe
thdy tiéng nhitng buwdc chan trong hanh lang ngoai phong minh. Thinh linh
canh ctta md& ra va no thi thao, hoi to hon cha dinh, “Tam biét!”

Noi Bone san vao. “May dang néi chuyén vai ai d6?” Ba chat van.
“Khong ai ca, ngi”, Charlie dap. “Co 1é con da noi mé trong khi ngu”.

“Nhung may dau cé ngu. May dang ngoi trén givong ma. C6 cdi gi trén
twong cia may ha?” Noi Bone dom lom lom vao bitc twong phia trén dau
Charlie.

Charlie ngoai lai, khan thiét hy vong nhitng chi cai ctia Naren da bién
mat. May qud, chac han c6 bé da hiéu 16i chao tam biét v6i vang cta né,
bdi vi nhitng cai bong ti hon dang bat dau mo di.

“Chung la bong canh dé thoi, ndi,” Charlie noi nhanh.

“Thang ngu! May dé rém ctra s6 mé. Lam sao may c6 thé ngua dugc khi
trang tran vao thé kia?” Noi Bone ham ham di qua phong va kéo rém chat
cung lai. “Hw, ngu di.”
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Charlie nam xudng va nham mat lai. Nhung khi ndi Bone di khéi, n6 tic
toc m@ mat ra lién. Can phong t6i dén mirc né khong thé trong thay bitc
twong. Mot giay sau no lai ngu lim di.

Sang hom sau Charlie mét dén quén phitt vu ngoai Maisie bi dong citng,
dén khi budc vao nha tam né méi thdy ba nam d6. Mat ba trong tai xanh
hon hom trwdc, hay 1a né twong twong thé? N6 thdy minh khong thé nao
danh rang dugc vdi tia nhin trgn trieng bang da cua ngoai Maisie roi sau
lung, vi vay no6 1én 1én lau trén cung.

C6 Amy van con & trong bép khi Charlie xuong an sang. “Me sé khong
di lam dau”, c6 bao véi Charlie. “Lam sao me di dugc khi ngoai Maisie thé
ndy. Oi, Charlie, ching ta phai 1am gi day?”

Co6 mot chau mui tay trén bau ctra s6 lam Charlie sirc nhé ra mot diéu.
“C6 roi ngwa”, n6 Iam bam. “Me, me c6 nhé khi Ong cau Paton bj yém bua
ho6i nam ngoai khong?”

“Hinh nhw me quén r6i”, o noi.

“R0i con da lay trom mot it cé roi ngwa tir vieon nha ba c6 Eustacia, roi
ching ta pha tra, r6i...”

“Ong cau Paton khoi bénh!” C6 Amy kéu to.

“Um, me cta Fidelio c6 trong mat it vao chau dé sau nay dung tdi”,
Charlie hém hé noéi tiép. “Néu me dén Mai Am Gia Dinh Gunn, con cé la
bac Gunn van con d6. Fidelio bao thinh thodng bac ay hay kep banh mi,
kiéu nhw mot loai thuéce bo vay.”

“Charlie, con la thién tai!” Me n6é 6m chat né dén no6i n6 nu6t chirng mot
cai nguyen ca ntra lat banh mi.
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“An sang xong me sé di thdng t6i nha badc Gunn,” c6 Amy vui mirng noi.
“A ma me di ngay day”, co nhin ra cita s6. “Billy Raven & ngoai kia. Con
sé gilt bi mat tinh trang cua ngoai Maisie chi nhi?”

“Di nhién!”, Charlie lam bam. Lam nhw n6 muén ngwdi khac biét ba
ngoai dang vinh vién chiém gilt nha tam khéng bang!

C0 Amy dam b6 ra hanh lang va giat 1ay 4o khoac. Khi c6 di ra, Charlie
nghe thay giong nho nhe cta Billy hoi n6 vo c¢6 dugc khong.

“Puoc, dugc, Billy, di nhién la duwgce!” Co6 Amy so6t sang.

Cura tredc dong danh ram va phut sau Billy da ditng trong nha bép, trong
bén la bén 1én.

“Benjamin chwa can tdi truong, it nhat la trong nira tiéng nita,” Billy no6i
v6i vé chan ngan. “Vi vay c6 Brown bao tot hon la em nén dén nha anh dé
chuing ta c6 thé cung don xe buyt ctia Hoc vién Bloor”.

“Co ay khong thé dwa em di sao?” Charlie trét mat ong lén miéng banh
mi nuwdng thit hai cta no.

Billy nhin vai, “Khong nghi 1a hdm nay co dy sé di lam”.

“O, tui minh con ba phit nita”. Charlie vui vé néi. “Em c6 muén an chuit
com bap khong? C6 dau trong dé nita do.”

“Th6i”, tuy nhién Billy van t&i ng6i vao ban bép. N6 mac chiéc 4o khoac
vai len tho mau xanh da trdi, nhé hon cai khé ngudi ti teo cia n6 may cd.

“Em nghi cu6i tuan cé vui khéng?” Charlie héi.

Billy rau rau nhin chdm chip vao banh mi nwéng ctia Charlie. “0, a,
cling tam. Nhung Rembrandt khong vui. Tuan t6i em & chung vGi anh dugc
khong, Charlie?”
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“Pugc”, Charlie nuét miéng cudi cung va liém may ngon tay. “Tui minh
di th6i.”

Billy dung 1én va di ra ctra. “Cho em dung toa 1ét cua anh nhé?”

“KHONG!” Charlie hét vang Ién. “A ma, t. Dung cai ké bén budng chita
do ay.”

Billy ditng ngan ra bén canh canh ctra. “Toa-1ét trén lau nha anh lam sao
VéIY?”

“Bi nghet”, Charlie nai.

Trong khi ching cung nhau chay trén dwong Filbert, Charlie c6 moi thém
thong tin tw Billy. Tai sao n6 khong thich ¢ cung vdi gia dinh Brown? Va
coO chuyén gi xdy ra voi Rembrandt?

“No0i chung thi em thich”, Billy thd hi hui. “Nhung me va ba caa
Benjamin hay hoi han em qua dang, con Hat Bau va Rembrandt thi c cai
nhau hoai, nghe tha vat cai nhau mét lam”.

“U diing” Charlie thong cam.

“Hat Dau that 1a hung hang”, Billy tiép. “Rembrandt mét dén pho phac
luén”.

“Em dé no6 & lai nha Brown a?”
“Khong, no dang & trong tdi a0 em nay.”

Charlie ngirng chay. “Billy, em khong thé gii* chudt trong phong nga
chung dugc.”

Billy chay du6i kip n6. “Em biét, em biét. Em s€ dwa n6 cho ba bép
treong khi tui minh vao can-tin”.
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Charlie nghi nhw thé thi liéu qua, nhwng khong noéi gi thém.

“Hat Dau khong phai 1a m6t con ché ngoan, anh biét day”, Billy can
nhan khi ching bat dau chay tiép.

“NO la mot con cho khon tuyét ma”, Charlie néi. “Em chi nhin no theo
quan diém cta chudt théi”.

“Em chang thdy phai nhin n6 cach nao khac nita”, Billy phan bac.

Chiéc xe buyt xanh da trdi cia Hoc vién vira téi dau duong Filbert, va
hai thang bé chay vat gio 1én c6 vé phia do.

Khi va tdi truong, chiing thay rang Dorcas Loom da lam xong diéu té hai
nhat ctia con nhd. Cau chuyén vé Charlie va bon thu da lan truyén khap
Hoc vién. Trong moi phong dé ao khoac déu nghe ban tan x6n xao vé vu
viéc. Charlie Bone bij bat qua tang dang giir thu cung cta tat ca ban bé no,
vay thi nhitng con tha khac ¢ dau?

Vao gio nghi gidi lao dau tién, Charlie vira bwdc ra ngoai troi thi mot
dam dong kéo tGi n6. N6 thay Dorcas va Joshua véi hai chi em sinh d6i nha
Branko ke hai ben. Ca ké thu cli cia Charlie la Damian Smerk cling c6 mat,
roi thi Bragger Braine va Rupe Small dang sau thang nay, cung it nhat la
muoi dita khac — mot s6 dita hoc nam thit tw, thit nam ma Charlie khong
biét mat. RO rang la sic hit ctia Joshua da hit ching lai véi nhau. Chit binh
thwong ching dau them mat cong dinh dang t6i mot thang nam hai hién
lanh nhv Charlie.

Asa Pike xong xao chen 1én trudc dam dong. “Nay, Charlie Bone, may
dinh noi gi dé bién ho cho may day, ha?” N6 quat twdng 1én.

Nhung Charlie chwa kip néi gi thi mot lan gié manh thoi vong qua mat ca
chén no, va Asa lao ddo nga ra sau vi bi mét luong khi lanh quat hong chan.
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Sau lwng Charlie, m6t giong quen thudc cét 1én, “N6 khong cé gi phai
noi ca. Cut di!”
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Chuong 10: Co Amy Tring Bua Mé

Charlie thdy minh ditng gitta Tancred va Lysander. Sy c6 mat cta ho
duwgce né don nhan nong nhiét.

“Cut khoi day, Torsson,” Asa ngap ngap cai miéng pha day hoi lanh.
“May khong co6 thu cung.”

“Hu, tao thi c6,” Lysander hét.

“Tui tao mudn biét n6 da lam gi véi bon tha cuia tui tao,” Dorcas rit 14,
bau chat 1ay canh tay ran chac ctia Bragger Braine.

“N6i mau!” Idith va Inez thét at luon tiéng gié hi. “N6i mau! No6i mau!
No6i mau!”

Charlie bit tai lai, cAm thay bon con mat cuia hai dita song sinh choc vao
minh. Lysander va Tancred cting cam nhan uy lyc cua tia nhin t* nhitng
con mat den do6. Ca ba dita lui lai, r6i lui thém bwéc nita. Khong dé bi pha
dau, Tancred tung ra mot don khac. Mot con mwa bat chgt do6 xuéng dam
lau nhau, déi ching w6t dén tan da.

Ha khac mom ra sitng so, dam dong bat dau gidi tan, bé lai nhitng dita tré
dwgc ban phép thudt ditng v6i nhau thanh chién tuyén rach roi. Asa,
Joshua, Dorcas va hai dita sinh doi, toc nhéu nwdc reon rugt, 4o quan wét
sting va mat miii 1am lem nuwéc, tritng mat nhin Charlie dang khong sao
ngan dugc minh khoi cuwoi nu.
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Khong hé béo trudc, Joshua Tilpin xong thang vao Charlie. Bi mat canh
giac, Charlie té ach xuong dat, v6i Joshua de 1én ngudi n6. Hai thang 6m
nhau lan 16n dwdi cé wét, hét vong nay tdi vong khac.

Nhan dinh rang kich thwéc ctia Charlie dia cho né mét 1gi thé ro rét,
Tancred va Lysander cho phép tran dau vat tiép dién. Joshua la mot thang
1éo khéo, ching biét thang nay dirng hong c6 co may thang duwgc Charlie.
Tuy nhién nhitng dwa phe kia lai dinh ninh tai phép cta Joshua sé cho no
sttc manh can thiét hau dé bat Charlie Bone phun ra su that.

“N6i mau! Noi mau! No6i mau!” Chung nhao nhao ho hét. “Nhitng con
tha cuaa tui tao dau?”

“Tao khong biét,” Charlie giang mot ddm xudng cai vai gay gudc cia
Joshua.

Thém ba thang nita chay dén hién trwong: Gabriel, thé khong ra hoi, nhai
nhai nam dam cua minh, Fidelio 1ai nhai “Chuyén gi thé?” va Billy rén rén
16 ra gitta hai thang 16n, lo lang ngo ngudy co hét chan nay dén chan kia.

Uych nhau v6i Joshua ma tya nhw phéi day ca tan gach. C§ sao mot
thang bé com nhom ma lai ndng thé nay? Charlie tw hoi. N6 dam tui bui
vao lung doi phuong, né kéo ri déi canh tay khang khiu, da cap gio nhu que
cti ctia Joshua. Nhung Joshua duwong nhw da hut hét nang lwgng ra khoi
nguoi n6. Khi thang nay nam dé 1én nguc Charlie, né cdm thay c6 mét biic
twong khong 16 dang ép hét su séng ra khéi nguwdi minh. N6 rang gitt hoi
thd, ban tay cao khoang khong khi va r6i, bang mot no luc than ky, né vung
nam dam lén, twong mot cu troi giang vao mat Joshua.

“Aieeee!” Tiéng rong ctia Joshua rung chuyén mat dat. N6 lan khoi
Charlie, 6m chup lay miii.

Charlie lao dao ditng 1én. N6 cam thdy c6 nam ban tay vo manh vao lung
minh va suyt nita thi nga vap mat xuéng trd lai.
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Lysander ha 1én bao hiéu chién thang, “Gioi lam, Charlie!”
“Dang doi thang oat ghé,” Tancred thém.

Joshua van nam dwéi dat, kéu khéc tham thwong. Dorcas gitap né ditng
1én va no ctr thé ding trirng tritng nhin Charlie trong khi lau cai miii day
mau. “Mot ngay nao do tao sé thit may, Charlie Bone,” n6 gam gut. Giong
né syc nirc mui de doa, nhung bd dang né lai tham hai qué chirng, khién
Fidelio bat 1én cuwoi khanh khach.

“TRO DAM HA!” Khéng dita nao nhan ra c6 Chrystal da bim bé di tdi.

“Tro, Fidelio, tat ca cac tro! Sao lai dam cwdi nhao mot dira tré bi
thuwong?” Co quay qua nhitng dia khac. “Chuyén gi xay ra vay?”

Tat ca bon ching cung gan c6 néi mot lic, mot bén budc tdi Charlie, bén
kia phti nhan, bdo né chang lam gi sai trai ca.

Co Chrystal gio tay 1én, “Asa, tro la huynh treéng. Tai sao tro khong
ngan vu danh nhau lai?”

Asa luong cudng trong thoang choc. Cudi cung han mdi 1ap nhap, “Em
da co, nhung dam nay,” né chi Dorcas va chi em sinh doi “muodn biét tai
sao dam kia,” n6 chi Charlie va cac ban “dem dwoc tha vé. Thua co, noéi
chung moi ngudi tin rang Charlie Bone da lam gi d6 lién quan dén viéc bon
tha bién mat.”

Co Chrystal quay ngoat lai va lanh lung ngé Charlie, “Pting khéng?”

Charlie bi s6c vi nét biém cam trén gwong mat von thudng ngay xinh dep
cta co Chrystal. Trong co lanh bang va 4c nghiét. B6i mat xanh da trdi nhat
ctia 0 hoi nhip lai va cai miéng duyén dang ctia c6 bién thanh mét sgi chi
mong dinh.
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“Em khong dinh dang gi dén chuyén bon thu di hay vé,” Charlie tuyén
bo.

Co6 Chrystal tri'ng mat nhin n6 thém mat 1at nita va r6i ngoa ngoat bo di,
khong noéi thém 10i nao. That to mo hét sitc, Joshua chay theo c6. Nam niu
tay c0, no bu lu bu loa, “Em bi thwong. Co phai lam gi di chi.”

Co Chrystal dirng lai va ha thap giong néi vdi n6. Charlie khong thé nghe
dugc 101 nao, nhung n6 nghi c6 noi, “Binh tinh, Josh. Nén nhd chuing ta la
ai.”

Canh tay Joshua rét thong xuong hong va né nhin gam xudng dat, can
moi.

Tiéng tu va ruc 1én bao hiéu hét gid gidi lao, va khi tit ca moi ngudi
huwéng vé canh ctra, Charlie thay c6 Chrystal vudt toc Joshua. Co nhin l1én
va bat gap Charlie dang nhin minh. Lan nay thi mat c6 19 vé cam ghét
thang thirng.

“Hiép 1 nghiéng vé em, Charlie,” Fidelio reo am khi chiing buéc vao tién
sanh. “Giéi lam!”

Mot céi gi d6 mach bao Charlie rang sé con nhiéu hiép diu nita va khong
c6 gi dam bdo 1an tGi no sé thang.

Me cua Charlie, vao lic d6, dang phu bac Gunn don dep cai nha bép hon
don ctia bac. Mac du 16n x6n va r6i tinh r6éi mu, c6 Amy van thay day la
mot noi rat thodi mai. Bac Gunn da trd thanh nguwoi ban than, c6 1€ 1a duy
nhat cta c6, va c6 Amy thuwong ghé vao tham bac sau khi di lam ve.

C0 Amy cam lén cay dan ghi-ta dyng chong chénh vao miéng ctia mwoi
cai ca cOc du loai trén ban bép. R6i dat cay dan xudng canh chiéc dan
basstrong tt chén dia. Sau do, dap trwgt phai mot con dao phét muit, co cti
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xuong nhdt no 1én, tién thé nhat luon ba con dao khac, hai céi thia do va
mot cai 16i tao.

“Em khong biét lam sao ma chi quan xuyén noi viéc nha, chi Chloe,” c6
Amy tha mé dao kéo vao bon riva da day ap dia chén thanh mét chéng cao
nghéu. “Tam dita tré dé ma di theo don dep. Ngay khi vira don xong dong
nay thi ching da trd lai uéng tra, réi lai phai don dep tr dau.”

“Khong c6 Fidelio,” bdc Gunn quét com bap ra khoi ba chiéc ghé. “N6 &
Hoc vién Bloor r6i, em nhd khong. Con Felix dao nay vang nha luon, di véi
ban nhac ctia n6, vi vay chi con lai sau diva.” Bac doi mot 6ng sdo va ba
quyén sach nhac khoi ché bay thitc an chuan bi dem nuwéng va nhét ching
vao may giat.

“Pé ching trong d6 c6 an toan khong?” C6 Amy ngai ngung hoi.

“Cuyc an toan,” bac Chloe bao. “Con Pudding & trong do6 va no6 sé cho chi
biét néu chi chuan bi giat.”

Titc khac mot con méo xam to dung nhay vot ra khoi may giat.
“0 6,” bac Chloe vui vé néi. “Ching ta udng ca phé di.”

C0 Amy chui mét vét bo khoi mot chiéc ghé va ngbi xuéng. Bac Chloe
hét trong khi d6 nwdc vao &m. Xem ra bac hat sudt ngay, giong nhu chong
bac, mot gido vién day nhac cho trueong hoc dia phwong. Moi dira con cta
ho déu la nhac cong, nhwng Fidelio 1a m6t ngoi sao. Mot thién tai &m nhac.
Bac Chloe biét chac thang con thit tw cia minh sé tién rat xa.

Bén ngoai ctta s6 nha bép c6 thé nhin thdy mot hang thdo moc xanh i,
moc lén tir nhitng chau sanh. Lay thanh Alas, loai 14 ma c6 Amy dén xin da
bién mat roi.

“Ai da lay cé roi ngya di vay?” Co Amy hoi, nhdp mét it ca phé.
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“Khong biét,” bac Chloe néi. “Chi hai dém trwédc thoi, chi con hai mot it
cho vao mén sa lach ma. Chi xin 16i, Amy. Em dinh lam gi ti€ép theo day?
Em khong thé dé me em trong bon tam dén vo han dinh duwgc.”

C6 Amy thé dai tuyét vong, “O, chi Chloe, em khéng biét phai 1am gi

»

nua.

“Chi nghi em nén di t6i gdp nguwdi quan ly Vwong Quoc di. Néu c6 ai bo
gl vO tom cua ctra hang thi ctta hang do phai chiu trach nhiém.”

“Ho no6i ho khong lam.”
“Thé thi bao canh sét,” bac Gunn khuyén.

“Em khong thé. Chi khong thdy... d6 la... 1a bua phép sao. Bac si Tanaka
da néi r6 r6i. Canh sat khong thé doi pho dugc vdi bua chd,” c6 Amy udng
can tach ctia minh. “Em phai vé day, chi Chloe. Em khong thich dé ngoai
Maisie mot minh qua lau. Khong chirng ba da tan chay roi, va ba sé hoang
s¢ lam néu phéi ¢ mot minh.”

“Nhat l1a khi ba me chéng ctia em dang rinh rap,” bac Chloe nghiém
trang.

C0 Amy dy dinh vé thang nha, tuy nhién khi c6 thdy minh dang budc di
trén Pho Chinh, duwong nhw ¢6 mot ma lwe xui khién c6 phai quay qua nhin
toa nha 16ng lay bén kia dwong. Hang c6t cam thach mau xanh 14 cay dung
hai bén 16i vao, va tat ca chin muwoi chin ctra s6 ctia n6 déu lung linh 4nh
sang diu diu, thit 4nh sang bao cho thé gidi biét rang can phong bén trong
do cét gitt nhitng bau vat ma hau hét nguwdi ta chi ddm mo ma thoi.

Co6 Amy bang qua dwong. Co budc vao 16i khuat dang sau nhitng cay cot.
Cam thach vang 6ng va xanh 14 cay lvgn xody & trén dau va bén dudi chan
c0. Hai nguoi gac ctra mdc ao gi-1€ xanh 1a cay va doi mii chop cao sang
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nhap nhoa dirng hai bén canh ctra go so6i 1én nwdc bong 16n. Ngon tay deo
gang cua ho dat ho Ién tay nam cira to bang dong.

“Ba muon vao a, thwa ba?” Mot trong hai ngudi gac cira héi bang giong
lanh nhat.

“Phai,” c6 Amy tra 10i dat khoat.
Anh ta bugc phai mé& ctta ra.
00000

Huo bén trén quay. Co Amy ty héi liéu nhitng ban tay ay c6 dugc tuyén
lwra mot cach dac biéet hay khong.

Co0 quyét dinh dén cho doi ban tay trong coi quay nit trang. Dau gi co
cling dang deo chiéc nhan ma c6 thai titng nam tring & trén diang cai quay
dy. Cui lom khom duwdi cay den 16ng, c6 nguwdc 1én nhin gwong madt an
khut cua ai d6 toc vang, trong nghiém sat lai.

“Tén toi la Bone,” c6 Amy néi, “va t6i muon néi chuyén vdi nguwdi quan
ly.”

00000

C0 Amy khong hé biét rang minh dang bi ai dé & 1au trén cung theo doi
qua muoi hai hé thong giam sat khac nhau. C6é khong nhan thitc dugce rang

cho du véi chiéc 4o khoac dong xoang xinh, khong trang diém, hodc mai
toc chai khong hgp cach, trong ¢6 van rat xinh dep.

“Ong chtt mu6n gip ba,” ngwdi ban hang téc vang din manh dién thoai
ctia cO ta xuéng quay.

“Ong chu...” c6 Amy ap tng. “Ong cha v, t6i khong biét 6ng dy song &
day. T6i chi muon n6i chuyén véi nguwdi quan 1y.”
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“Lau trén cung,” nguwdi ban hang gan giong. “Thang may & dang kia.” Co
ta chi m6t mang sang dang xa.

“Cam on,” c6 Amy bat dau nghi phai chi minh ditng di vao Vuong Quéc.
ROt cudc thi c6 ai lam dugce gi dau! Nguoi ta khong cach chi pha dugc bua
yém. Trt phi, ¢ phdi, c6 mé6t thay phap 1an quat dau dé & lau trén cung.”

Co tdi thang may va nhan mot nut. Canh ctra mé ra va cd budc vao mot
cai buong nhé bon bé 1at girong, san lat cam thach va tran trang tri nhitng
loai chim bang vang. Th chim s6ng dong trong y nhu that — ngoai trir cai
mau vang kim qua choi.

C06 Amy ra khéi thang may & lau trén cung. Bay gid c6 dang dirng trén
16p 16ng mao mau den ngap gan dén mat ca — 16ng con gi thi co6 khong sao
doan dugc. Canh cwra phia bén phdi c6 md tung va mot nguoi dan ong budc
ra - mot nguwoi dan 6ng dep nhat ma c6 Amy tirng thay. Co vuot toc, khép
lai mép 4o khodac va liéc nhin dé6i giay nhéch nhac caa minh.

Nguoi dan 6ng gat dau nhe mot cai. “Co Bone?” 0ng ta toc nau, nhung
khong hiéu lam sao ma tréng nhw khoi vang that. Mat 6ng ta rdm nang va
mat sau tham xanh mau 6-liu.

“Phai, dung roi. Toi la ba Bone,” c6 Amy rut ré noi.

Nguoi dan 6ng cii dau, va khoat rong mot canh tay ra, 6ng ngu y bao co
nén budc vao phong.

C0 Amy cay qua thdm 16ng den va budc vao can phong trai tham, lan
nay la bang 16ng trang.

“0,” c6 thot 1én, nhin xudng, “Sao...”

“Har... Hart Noble,” nguwdi dan 6ng cam ban tay ¢6 va cuii xuéng né nhuw
mot con thu doi. “Tham doé la Gau Bac Cuc.”
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Co6 Amy ha h6c moém, “Nhung t6i twdng...”
“M0i 6 ngoi,” ong ta nhe nhang cdi do khoac cho co.

Co6 Amy ngo6i xuéng mép mot chiéc ghé x6 pha ma xem ra la boc... 1&
nao, boc da ngya lun?

“Hay cho t6i biét rac réi ctia c6,” 6ng Hart ng6i xuéng bén canh c6. Ong
ta mac 4o so mi may bang vai lua trang va ao gi-lé ma chac han la bang da
hai cau.

Trong khi c6 Amy ké cho 6ng ta nghe vé ngoai Maisie bi dong cing va
con tém he dang nghi, 6ng Hart cam tay c6 va khoan xody vao mat c6. Co6
cam thay minh dang chét chim dan trong mét cai hé sau mau xanh 14 cay.
Vao luc két thiic cau chuyén ctia c6, 6ng ta ding lén 14y hai ly regu sam
banh tir m6t cai ban bang nga voi & dang cudi can phong.

C6 Amy nham nhép ly ruvgu ctia minh va nhin quanh. Can phong dugc
lat girong hoan toan, va titng moén do dac xem ra déu duwgc lam tir mét loai
thd nao d6 — nga, xwong, da, 16ng mao va 1ong vii. Gid nhu lang nghe k§y
ludng thi at han c6 cé thé nghe dugc tiéng kéu ai oan ctia ching. Nhung c6
Amy dang roi vao mot thr bua me.

Ly sam banh thit hai duwgc rot ra. Nhin béng minh trong guong, co thay
mot ngwoi ma cé hau nhw khéng nhan ra: mot phu nit tuyét dep, toc bong
muot va mat 1ap lanh; tham chi cda chiéc do len cli k§ mau hong ctia c6
trong cling mai.

Ong Hart dwa cho c6 mot dia dung nhitng vién do &n nhé xiu dugc boc
mot 16p men cay xe. CoO Amy an ngdu nghién, rén 1én vi sung swéng. Khi
ong ta bao c6 ching dwgc lam twr thit chim 6, c6 khong hé dung mot cong
toc nao.
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Ong ta thuyét phuc c6 Amy ké chuyén doi minh, thé 1 ¢ thdy minh nhé
ra nhitng diéu twdng chitng da quén tir bao nam roi. Co6 khéng nhan thay
anh sang noi cac ctra s6 da nhat nhoa, va chi nhan ra minh da néi chuyén
lau lam r6i khi thay minh ng6i trong anh nén.

“Troi 0i, chét roi, tré qua roi,” co Amy ditng 1én, c6 vé khong virng.

Ong Hart gitip 6 mic 4o khoac vao va hd tong ¢ ra thang may, “Tam

biét,” ong ta noi, lich duyét g&i di mot nu hon gio.

Co6 Amy budc ra khoi ctra hang trong trang thai mé man. Bén ngoai, via
he sang rd trong man swong. “DPep qua,” co hét to 1én. “Toi dang budc di
trén nhitng vi sao.”

“Sao?” Mot ba 16n tudi di ngang qua, héi lai. “Trdi lanh héo rui di thi cé.
Co bi bé bua r6i.”

Veé tdi nha, c6 Amy di thang Ién phong minh va thdo chiéc nhan kim
cuwong ra.

MO0t con dau x6c khién Charlie nhan mat.
“Gi thé? An qué nhanh a?” Fidelio tréu.

Ching dang ngoi trong can-tin sau bita tra. Tat ca nhitng dita khac déu da
di r6i, ngoai trer Billy, ltic d6 dang thap tho 1én duwa Rembrandt cho ba bép
treong.

“Em nghi me em goi do la ching kho tiéu,” Charlie ndi, xoa xoa nguc.
Nhung n6 khong chac do 1a cai quy gi. Va né khong biét tai sao, khi con
dau qua di, n6 c6 cdm gidc nhw vira bi mat mot thi gi do rat quy gia.

Ba bép trwedng vong qua quay tdi ngoi bén ban ching.
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“Co6 chuyén gi xdy ra thé, Charlie?” Ba héi. “Tin don bay t6i tap. Nghe
noi c6 mot so con thu da tré vé — mot so con rat dac biét maéi dugc ve.
Trong d6 c6 con Hat Dau, con vet cta Lysander, roi vit Nancy, dan chu0t
cuia Gabriel, van van. Chang biét vi sao ma tat ca moi thu khac van con mat
tich vay?”

“Con May Phuc ¢ day ma,” Charlie n6i mot cach lang tranh.

“Téat nhién. Ta xac nhan diéu do6. Tuy nhién, khong biét c6 cai gi dé da
lam no sg cing ca nguoi.”

“Chau khong nghi Charlie sé ké gi cho chiing ta dau,” Fidelio néi. “Ngay
ca chau ciling khong biét.”

Ba bép trrdng lac dau, “Con khong di dau va thé mét 16i nguyén ngd
ngan nao day chw, Charlie?”

“Khong han,” Charlie néi.

“U, can than nha. C6 ké dang tinh chuyén ric r6i day. Tt hon con nén
nghi ra mot cau tra 16i cho gia dinh Bloor di, kéo ho lai ép con phai cung
khai bang cach thitc chang than thién gi dau.” Ba bép trudng quay vao nha
bép, mot tay che che cdi tdi to tredc tap dé cta ba. “Pugc r6i, vai phit nita
may sé co bira toi nhé,” ba ndi véi cai tii khi bién mat vao canh cita quay.

Cai chuyén rac r6i dang dugc tru tinh kia da buc ra ngay sau bita t6i.
Thay vi giai tan bon tré sau khi ching an t6i xong, tién si Bloor vo tay bop
bop dé gilr im lang va bat dau buwdc vong ra khéi cai buc ké ban gido ban.

Twr ba day ban dai trong sdnh an t6i, ba trdm di¥a tré nhin 6ng hiéu truéng
mdc do chung den, dau cti, tay chap sau lvng. P6 la mot ngwoi dan 6ng cao
16m, c6 bo ria mép xam duwoc tia tot rat khéo va mai toc mau xam sat hot
ngan cut. Hom nay mat ong ta dé ran. Cudi cung, khi dirng lai, 6ng ta nhin
tron trgn vao i tré & ban khoa Kich, thang ngay triudc mdt minh.
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“Khong ai trong so cac tro lai khong thé nhan ra rang tai hoa da giang
xuéng thanh phé nay. Ha?” Ong ta ghé mot tay ra sau tai. “C4c tro noi
sao?”.

“VNG, thwa ngai,” tiéng bon tré do chung tim hét vang.

Tién si Bloor nhich vé phia bén phai cho t&i khi dén chinh gitta céi buc.
“Con cac tro thi néi sao?” Ong ta chat van bon tré khoa Hoi Hoa.

“VNG, thwa ngai,” tiéng bon tré 4o chung xanh 14 cay gao tuwéng.

Tién si Bloor sang thém vai budc nita qua bén phai. Lic nay 6ng ta dang
ding ngay tredc mat Charlie — vira r6i né la dita cudi cung di vao phong an
va bi budc phai ng6i vao mot trong nhitng cho xui xéo & ngay bén dudi ban
an cua gido vién. Fidelio ngoi doi dién no.

“Thé con tro?” Vung da do ran cua tién si Bloor t6i di. “Tro c6 nghe noi
vé noi kho cua thanh phé khong?” Lao nhin xuyén xody vao Charlie.

Charlie nghi cau héi ndy mang tinh c4 nhan nén hoéi lai, “Y ngai nhic dén
nhitng con thu a, thwa ngai?”

“Di nhién ta am chi t6i nhitng con thi,” Tién si Bloor hoi nhdy dong 1én
gian dit. “Thang ngu.”

“Néu thé thi con c6 nghe, thwa ngai,” Charlie dap.
Nhitng dita khac ben ban khoa Nhac nhip them, “Co, thva ngai.”

Thé la 6ng hiéu trwdng lién giao gidng that bat ngo. “Di nhién, that la
tham hoa khi moi con vat than yéu déu bién mat. That la n6i dau kho khon
cung doi vGi nhitng nguwdi gia, nhitng ngwdi ma chi cé con tha lam ban duy
nhat ctia minh. Tuy nhién,” tién si Bloor di di lai lai trén buc, “d6i khi
chuyén do xdy ra va khong ai c6 thé lam dugc gi.”
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Charlie 16ng ngéng. Phai chang ong hiéu trudng biét cai gi gy ra vu thu
bo chay? Cé vé nhu 6ng ta khong hé ngac nhién vé chuyén ching bién mat.

Tién si Bloor thinh linh quay danh phat va buwdc tré lai ding & vi tri ngay
tredc mat Charlie. “Nhung khong thé tha thit khi c6 ngudi tim thdy mot
hay hai con thu caa ban bé minh, nhuwng khong hé cho bat ky ai biét da tim
thay ching & dau.” Ong hiéu trwéng hat cdm ra va nhin Charlie chim chim.
“Tro tim thdy nhitng con tht nuéi dé ¢ dau, Charlie Bone? Nhitng thanh
vién hoi dong thanh phd muon biét. Tro da tim thiy con cho, con vit, con
vet, hai con thé, va dan chu0t, cing con tran von la ctia 6ng noi ta & dau?”

“Con chi thdy ching, thwa ngai... di loanh quanh,” Charlie noi.
“DUNG LEN, THANG KIA!”
Charlie dirng len.

“Hay nhac lai cau héi ctia ta,” tién si Bloor hung h6. “Tro da tim thdy
nhitng con thu ¢ dau?”

Charlie nghién rang lai. “Con c6 thé mang tra lai con tran, thwa ngai, néu
ngai muon.”

“Bon ta khong muon con tran do6 nita. Gio n6 da la mot vat eo udt roi,
theo nhitng thong tin ta thu thap dwoc,” tién si Bloor ddm manh ban chan
xuong buc. “VA DPUNG CO bOI BE TAI!”

“Khong a, thwa ngai,” Charlie ngoanh khoi bd mdt dé gay dién tiét cua
ong hiéu treong. “Co 1€ 1 thu kia chi di lang thang thoi, thwa ngai, nhw
nhitng con ma em da tim thay.”

“Huwr, néu khong phai thé, thi Charlie Bone...” 6ng hiéu truéng chém
xuong sat hon, “... néu khong phai thé, thi luén c6 mot phong trén nhitng
gac mai c6 thé lam noi nhét mot thang bé cho dén khi n6 noi ra sy that.”
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“Vang, thwa ngai,” Charlie néi tac hong.

“GIAI TAN!” Ong hiéu truéng gam vang.

Ba tram di¥a tré nhom phat day va bat dau xép dia do thanh chong.
“Em tinh sao?” Fidelio héi Charlie khi chiing di ra khoi sanh an toi.

“Khong biét,” Charlie dap. “Em sé phai nghi vé chuyén nay trong khi
lam bai tap. P la néu em nghi dwgc a nha. Téi nay ¢ d6 em sé khén kho
lam cho coi.”

Nhwng tinh hinh khong dén noi té hai nhw Charlie sg. C6 1€ Joshua va
Dorcas da thoa chi v4i cudc la mang cta 6ng hiéu tredng lam roi, va ching
cam thdy hién tai Charlie da nhan du tit ca nhitng gi né dang phai nhan.

Nhin thi c6 vé Charlie dang sieng nang chi thu vd&i bai lich st ctia minh,
nhung ky thye nhitng v nghi ciia n6 ¢ tréi tan dau dau. Lam sao n6 c6 thé
mang tat ca thu vé lai day? Lam sao dé ngoai Maisie hét bi dong citng? Ma
nghi dén ngoai Maisie, phdi nam citng trong bon tam, né rung cad minh. Va
thé roi cai cam giac chon chgn rang minh da mat mat cai gi do rat quy gia
lai cit dan dan xam chi€ém no.

Sau gi® lam bai tap, Charlie 1€ budc vé phong ngt chung trong trang thai

meé mu. C6 nguoi giat cui cho nd, va né nhan ra Gabriel dang di bén canh
minh.

“Cam on em da mang I{i chu0t vé cho anh, Charlie,” Gabriel lang ldng
néi. “Anh sé khong hoi em da tim thay ching & dau dau.”

“Da.” Charlie cam thay kha hon khi nhin thay vé mat twoi tinh ctaa
Gabriel. “Em da dé chting ¢ lai quan Ca Phé Thui Kiéng. Anh c6 thé dén
nhan ching vé vao cudi tuan.”
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“Tuyét. Em nghi em sé c6 thé dwa nhitng con khac tré vé khong?”

Charlie thé dai nao né. “Em lam sao dugc ha, Gabe? Anh nghi coi. Hau
nhw moi chim choc trong thanh phd, moi chudt cong, chudt chu, éch, nhai,
cho, méo - ké khong hét - déu da chay mat. Lam sao em c6 thé dua tat ca
ching vé ma khong... ma khong...”

“N6i chung & dau,” Gabriel tiép 10i. “Thi ra van dé cua em la vay.”

Charlie chang ban long cai sw ca ntra bon trai trong phong ngt chung
khong noéi chuyén v6i minh. Trong dau né cé qua nhiéu thi phai nghi roi.
That 1au sau khi den tat, n6é van thitc tro tro, va khi chac chan tat ca bon
khac da ngu say, n6 nhon got di téi civa s6 va m@ rém ctta ra, chi hé vira
cho mot mang anh trang bo vao phong. Bo6m sang d6 dé thanh mét dai hep
dang sau givong no.

Charlie chui xuéng duwéi chan va chd dgi. Liéu Naren cé tim thay ng?
Liéu c0 bé c6 gdi thong diép dén vi n6 nong long mudn noéi chuyén véi co
bé? Pung lic n6é gan nhw mat hét hy vong thi nhitng bong den bé xiu bat
dau liéu xiéu qua bau ctra s6 va vao phong. Charlie nhin ching bo qua
giwrong minh lén twong. Cudi cung ching dirng lai va né ¢6 thé doc dugc
hang chi.

“Anh khoé khong, Charlie?”

“Anh dang gap rac roi,” Charlie thi thao. “Anh phai dwa tat ca tha ve,
Naren a, va phai that sém, khong thi ho sé nhot anh.”

Nhitng cai bong nho nhanh nhen ty xép lai va Charlie ngac nhién khi
doc.

“Chuing dang trén duong tré vé. Ngay mai moi sinh vat mat tich sé tré lai
thanh pho,”
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“Bang cach nao?” Charlie hoi.

“Co6 ba con meéo ryc rd t6i. Nhitng con meéo than. Anh phdi thay ching
méi dugc, Charlie. Chiing ng6i ngoai san nha em va cat giong goi to 1én,
nghe rat hay, tat ca moi con thu lién tu tdp quanh ching va theo chiing di ra
khoi cong nha em. M6t canh twgng mdi hép hon chi! Chim trén troi,
nhitng sinh vat chay, bo, nhay...”

MGt tiéng thét bat chgp xé tan phong ngt chung. Charlie thi thao, “Tam
biét” va nhitng chir bat dau mo di.

“Po la cai gi vay?” Rupe Small rong 1én. “Kinh khing qua.”
DPén gio thi ca phong da thitc gidc.

“Birc twong phu day... day, e, cai quy quai... thd hay gi gi d6,” Rupe lién
lau. “Charlie Bone dang ndi chuyén véi cai twong.”

“Ual”
“Ha?”

“G6m ghiéc!”

“Tin Charlie Bone di ch!” Tuon ra tu tt phia cua phong ngu chung.

“Cam mom va ngu di,” Fidelio quat. “May gap ac mong do, Rupe
Small.”

“CON LAU!”

Canh ctra xich m& va cai bong cao 1éu khéu cua ba Lucretia Yewbeam do
vao phong. Ba ta bat dén 1én. “Cai gi thé ha?” Ba ta la 16i.
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Rupe chi vao Charlie, “Cé cai quy gi trén twong y va thang dé noi
chuyén vai no.”

Mt ba giam thi hip lai, “Cai quy dé la cai gi?”
“Khong la gi c4, thva ba giam thi,” Charlie noi.

“Em cling thdy nita,” Bragger Braine 1én tiéng. “N6é bién mat khi Charlie
thi tham vGi n6.”

“Chi 1a 1d ru6i thoi,” Charlie n6i. “Chau khéng biét ching tr dau tdi.”

“Léo toét,” ba c6 cta no rit ri. “Lam gi c6 rudi. Gid la mua dong. Chiing
chét hét r6i.”

DPén day, Charlie chang tim dugc gi ma do6i dap.

Ba giam thi buéc tGi giwong ctia Charlie va nhin chau bau vao mdt né.
“Luc nao cling la may sao? Dyng moi ngwoi day, pha binh gidc ngu cta
nguoi ta. Tao khong biét may dang lam gi va tao cling khong quan tam.
Phat cam tic may, Charlie Bone. May phai & lai tredng nira ngay cudi tuan.

“Nhung chau khong thé,” Charlie phan khang. “Ba cua chau bi bénh.”
“Ba may con khoe re,” ba giam thi n6i ro6i budc di khoi.

“Khong phai chi cta ba dau. Khong phai ndi Bone. Y chau néi t6i ngoai
Maisie, ngwoi ba khac cua chau.”

“X0i,” ba giam thi ho hitng. “Thé ba ta lam sao?”
“Ba ay bi... bi cdm lanh,” Charlie ca lam.

“Cam lanh? Cam lanh thi c6 chét dau. Di nga!” Ba giam thi tat dén va
dong ctra lai.
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Khi Charlie ric xuéng dwdi chan, n6é nghe thdy mot tiéng lam tim n6 dap
16n 1én. Mot tiéng cu kéu, roi thém mot tiéng nita.

“Chung dang trd lai day,” n6 nghi, va cudi cung né trdi vao giac ngu.
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Chuong 11: Mot Tram Vi Hiéu Truéng

Phdi chi Charlie nhin ra ngoai ctta s6 thi thé nao né cling muc kich dugc
mot canh twgng ngoan muc. Bau trdi rgp béng chim. Ching yén lang,
nhung thinh khong ngan vang tiéng dap canh. Tw tt, nhitng nhém chim nho
bat dau tach ra khéi bay chim I6n. Chiing sa xuéng dau trén nhitng bitc
treong, trén cay coi, trén hang rao va trén nhirng toa nha. Bau xudng roi,
chiing ric dau vao dwdi canh ngu thiép di. Chang bao lau sau chi con moi
bon cu la thitc.

Bén duéi, trong thanh pho, nhitng ngudi tinh ngu bi hut vé ctra s6. Ho
duwgc twdng thudng bang mot quang canh ma ho sé khong bao gid quén.
Hang hang 16p 16p nhitng sinh vat im lang va nghiém trang di chuyén qua
thanh phd. Dan dudng la ba con meéo c6 bg 16ng sang ruc rd, dén noi khong
khi xung quanh ching sang loa lén nhitng gam mau di* doi. Trén moi
duong pho diéu qua, nhitng con thu lan Iwgt tim thdy nha minh. Chiing
phong qua ctra s6, chiing buwdc vao vueon, vao ciii, vao chuéng, va nhitng
nguoi chitng kién dang strng sot kia lién trit mot tiéng thd phao nhe nhom.
Vay la cudi cung thanh pho khéong chét.

Tin titc truyén di than toc. Dén gid nghi gidi lao dau tién thi ngay ca bon
tré trong Hoc vién Bloor cling da nghe n6i vé cudc tr¢ vé vi dai. Tiéng cuoi
ron ra vang lén trong cac can-tin va cac 16p hoc; nu cwdi mim da xudt hién
trén gwrong mat cua nhitng dita tredc dé tirng tuyén bo rang minh sé khong
bao gio mim cwoi nita. Charlie thdy nhe cd ngwdi, mac du vai dita hoc
chung 16p van nhin né véi con mat nghi ngo.
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Van dé nay vira dugc gidi quyét xong, Charlie da lai phai d6i mat ngay
v6&i mot van dé khac. Cam tic. N6 tha thiét muon biét xem ngoai Maisis da
tan chira, va né cling cam thaa minh nhat thiét phai vé nha dé canh chirng
me.

Vao gio an trwa, Charlie thay Billy trong can-tin, dang xoi mt mon dac
san ctia ba bép trwdng: thit nhim nau khoai tay.

“Pay khong phai la thit nhim that,” Billy nghiém trang. “Chang qua mén
nay cé nhitng miéng gion gion rat ngon.”

Trong khi muc dé an cho Charlie, ba bép tredng nho nhe bao, “Ta nghe
néi nhitng con thu da tré ve.”

Charlie gat dau, “Nhitng con méo lira da dwa ching vé. Nhung con bi
cam tdc vao cudi tuan nay, cho nén...”

“Cai gi?” Ba bép trudng ha cai mudi xudng. “Sao lai thé dwgc.” Trong ba
ngac nhién ghé lam.

Charlie toan hoi tai sao, thi dang sau n6, Gabiel kéu oang oac. “T6i d6i
sap chét r6i nay. Di thoi Charlie.”

Charlie cam dfa thit nhim ctia n6 lai ban cua Billy. P6i ba phtit sau c6
thém Fidelio ca Gabriel t&i nhap bon.

“Cac anh c6 biét chuyén gi xdy ra vao cudi tuan nay khéng?” Billy hoi
nhitng dwa kia.

“Anh bi cam tuc,” Charlie dap.

“Khong, em khong cé y néi diéu d6”. Billy won khuynh vai ra va néi véi
vé rat chi la quan trong,
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“DP¢ la Tiéc Chiéu Dai Mot Tram Vi Hiéu Truwdng vao toi thit Sau, va DPai
Da Vii vao thit Bdy. Em nghe thay tién si Bloor nhac nhé ba giam thi nhw
vay day. Ong dy sting mau vi chuyén ba kia phat cAm tic anh, Charlie a, vi
ong ay khong mudn c6 bat ky dira tré nao & trong toan nha ca. Nhung ba
giam thi bdo rut lai 1énh phat cam tic la di ngwgc véi nhitng nguyén tac cua
ba ta. Tién si Bloor diing diing tiic khi bé di. Ong ay bao ba gidm thi phai
bat anh trdnh xa ra. Em nghi 6ng ta &m chi cd em nita, b&i vi em sé & day
néu anh & day, phai khong Charlie?”

Charlie cam thay hét hoi khi Billy cudi cung da ngirng noi.

Gabriel bdo, “Billy, t6i chwa bao gio nghe em n6i qua nhiéu trong mot
hoi nhv vay.”

Fidelio hoi, “Thé Tiéc Chiéu Bai Mot Tram Vi Hiéu Truwdng va Pai Da
Vi la gi?”

“A,” Billy lai bit dau. “Em da tim hiéu dwgc d6i chit tir Manfred r6i.”
“Tt Manfred!” Bon kia strng sot la 1én.

Anh ta von rat thich dugc coi la quan trong ma, vi vay em mdi nghi anh
ta sé rat khodi duwgc néi cho em biét. “Billy lai tiép”, “Ma ding nhu vay
that. Anh ta bao la c@ muwoi nam mot 1an lai dién ra mot cudc tu hoi. Hiéu
tredng tr mot tram hoc vién khac dén day dé trao doi thong tin vé cac hoc
sinh cta ho va vé da moi thiz.”

“Nhitng hoc vién nao khac?” Charlie noi.

“T4t ca nhitng hoc vién c6 tré con dwgc ban phép thuat dén hoc,” Billy

s

nol.

“Con nhitng hoc vién khac sao?” Charlie ngac nhién.
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“Di nhién, c6 sao khong!” Gabriel tram ngdm. “Em c& nghi di, phdi c6
dén hang trdm nhitng dita tré nhu tui minh & khap moi noi trén thé gigi ay
chit. Y t6i 1a Vua P c6 mudi ngudi con, va néu nhu tat ca ho déu c6 con
cai, ma da cach day chin tram nam thi...”

“Chao!” Miéng Charlie r6t xé xuéng. “Sao a em kho qua?! Tat ca bon
ching khéng thé don hét vao Hoc vién Bloor, ding khong? Khong thé nao
nhw thé duge néu ho song & Trung Quoc, hay chau Phi.”

“Hay tham chi & Scét-1én, hay Ai-len,” Fidelio néi.

“Phuu! Thé ma em cha bao gid nghi ra,” Charlie lac dau, thay ky diéu
qua churng.

Ching cam dau vao moén thit nhim, moi dita deo dudi mot y nghi cta
riéng minh vé nhitng hoc vién khac, nhitng dita tré khac va nhitng vi hiéu
treong khac.

“Bang moi gia anh sé vao Tiéc Chiéu Dai M6t Tram Vi Hiéu Truwdng do”
Charlie no6i. “Co rat nhiéu thit anh muon tim hiéu.”

“Em cling vay,” Billy dong tinh.

Charlie nu6t nghién miéng thit nhim cudi cung ctia minh va mim cudi.
ROt cudc, cudi tuan nay ciing khong dén noi té. Co 1€ me né da tim thdy co
roi ngwa, va khi vé dén nha thi ngoai Maisie da tré lai la ba roi.

Pam hoc trd ctia Hoc vién Bloor ra vé ma khong may may nghi ngo rang
sap c6 mot sy kién trong dai dién ra trong tredng minh. Pén thit Sau, tran
dai tién sanh da sang trung v6i hang ngan cay den 16ng. Gwom, cung, né,
ma tdu, dai dao, thwong va nhiéu lai vii khi tréng an twong khac dwgc 16i ra
khoi t, rwong, hom; ro6i duwgc danh bong dén do sang loa ca lén, va dem
treo trén nhitng bitc twong 6p go soi, khién nguwoi ta trong thay phai nin tha
vi khiép sg va than phuc. Mot doi quan lao cong da lau chui tirng vién da
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lat sang lang bong lén, va bon tré nhan Iénh la chi dugc buéc di ¢ nhitng
mép trong ma thoi.

Trong sanh t6i, anh sang c6 hoi lu hon mot chut, mac dug c6 nhiéu cai
gia bang dong thau da dugc gan vao twong. Phai chang ching dung dé do
nhitng cay dudc thap sang? Va nhitng vi khach quan trong do6 sé dugc phuc
vu trong anh Ira?

Tham chi ca nhitng c6 phuc vu bita toi tinh von x&i 1&i nhat cling tré nén
cau ban. Khdi cong viéc nang nhoc phat sinh dang vat kién sitc ho. Sudt ca
ngay, gio nao ciling thay ho tat td ngwoc xudi trong cac hanh lang, bung
nhitng khay dé bang bac ma bao nam rong chwa hé thay anh sang ban ngay.

Hét dia tiéc tung 16n bang s, lai ly c6c bang pha I€, r6i dén dia an bang
vang..., tdt cad déu duwgc moi ra khéi buong chwa do, r6i mang t6i khu nha
bép dé co rtra cho sang.

Nhitng béng den than tién treo doc sudt hanh lang t6i tam thong tir tién
sanh tGi can — tin va phong an toi, va Charlie nhan thdy mot s6 bitc chan
dung dugc trang hoang bang ruy — bang vang 6ng. Tuy nhién, khong phai
bttc nao ciing thé. Cé 1& chi nhitng nhan vat c6 mai lién hé tryc tiép véi
nhitng vi khac danh dy ma thoi.

Charlie va Billy ng6i trong phong ngt chung nhin bon khéac déng goi ra
vé. Long Charlie dang trao mot cam giac kiéu hanh ky la. Tuy da 6 t6 ra
rau 11 cho hgp canh khi Bragger Braine va Rupe Small buéc ra ctra, véi tii
xach cda chiing lang trén vai mot cach tré nai, nhirng né van khong ngan
dwge mot nu cwdi nhéch 1én noi khéo miéng.

“May cuoi cai gi?” Bragger gwom guwom.

“Gié cta Rupe nang dén noi trong n6é nhuw dang chim kia. May con bao
nhiéu hii Canh Hoa Thom ¢ trong dé vay, Rupe?
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Mot vai dita ré 1én cuoi khuc khich, con Rupe thi hét, “Cam ngay!”.

“Chtic mot cudi tuan khong ra gi, nha, Charlie Bone”, Bragger ndi, lac lé
di ra theo sau Rupe.

Gabriel va Fidelio 1a nhitng dta cudi cung di khéi. Ching chic Charlie
may man va hita sé hop mat vao Chu nhat.

“T6i sé mang thém chudt”, Gabriel ndi, vay tay mot cai lan cudi.

Khong lau sau, khi dita hoc tro cudi cung roi khoi trieong, ba Lucretia
Yewbeam ng6 vao phong ngt chung va bao vGi Charlie va Billy rang ching
sé an toi sém. “Ta muodn cd hai bon bay tré lai day trudc sau gio™, ba ta net.
“Peén tat luc bay gio va khong dira nao trong hai dita duwgc roi khoi phong
nay cho tdi bita sang mai.”

“Pen tat lac bay gio!” Charlie phan nan. “Tai sao vay?”

“Chtr may nghi tai sao? Do la trieng phat. Nao, gio thi di rtra ray di. Biva
t0i trong can — tin Iic nam gio rudi ma”. VEi nu cudi rong chanh banh, ba
giam thij 1wt ra.

Luc hai diva di tim ba bép trwdng, ching thay ba trong nha bép, dang ban
tii bui. Nhitng ngudi phu viéc ban loan lwgn mong mong xung quanh ba,
trong khi ba chay dén chay dao tir dan bép 16 khong 16 t6i phong trit dong
roi lai tr@ vé, miéng 1am ba 1am bam, “Mot tram mén nay, mot tram mon
kia, sup rua, banh pate bo cau, thit bo kiéu nay, thit bo kiéu kia. Khéng thit
cho 6ng do, khong kem cho ba no...” Khéng ngang mat 1én nhin, ba n6i
ludn, “Chao cac cau. Chi c6 dau nuwéng rai len banh mi cho cac cau thoi, ta
e la vay. Pay.”

Ba bép tredng chia mot noi dau vao hai dia banh mi nwéng phét bo, roi
dat chung len mot cai khay cung hai t0 sita tring.
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“Khi nao thi bita t6i bat dau a?” Charlie hai.
“Bay rudi, ma ta thi khong bao gi¢ chuan bi kip.”

MGt dan nguoi phu viéc phat ro chay ap t6i cho ba bép truwang, thé 1a ba
v0i xua bon con trai di, “Xin 16i cac con, ta phai tiép tuc day.”

Charlie cam cai khay di vao can — tin va ddt 1én chiéc ban xa quay nhat.
Tiéng 6n ao tir bép vong ra am 1 dén do bon tré khong thé nghe duwgc suy
nghi ctia chinh minh. Ching nu6t voi bita t6i va rut khéi can — tin cang
nhanh cang tot.

Trd lai phong ngt chung, chiing thay pyjama vao va rén rén di ra chiéu
nghi phia trén tién sanh. Nam ép dep bung xuong, chiing hé mat dom qua
nhitng con tién chan lan can nhin xudng tién sanh rong 1én. Ching gan nhw
khong con nhan ra tién sanh nita.

Hang ngan ngon deén l1ong thap sang trung, mot bién ngudi di chuyén
cham cham quanh tién sanh. Hau hét khach khita déu dién do da va d6 dai
1€, nhung cling c6 mot s6 6ng doi khan xép, s6 khac lai mdc do chung dat
vang, va nhitng ngudi khac nita thi khoac do gié dua sac cau vong. Co ca vai
nguwoi mac 4o thung trang, va mot ngudi dan 6ng ngap tir dau dén chan
trong vai lya mau tia, cing v6i mét bao kiém nam ngoc deo & that lung.
DP&m phu nit xing xinh sari An Do truyén trd véi cac ba cac cd ban kimono
Nhat Ban; ngudi ngudi trong cac kiéu trang phuc truyén thong sac s& nhiét
tinh ndi chuyén ma chém ngudi téi tredc, c6 hiéu duge ngdn ngilt cia nhau.

Lao Ezekiel, thu lu trong bod 4o khac nhung den va nén 6m sat dau mau
dé, day xe lan xuyén thang qua dam dong; 1ao lan tdi dau, ti phia sau ghé
130 ng6i nhitng vién phdo tép rit 1én va nd lach tach lién hoi téi do, khién
cho m6t s6 vi khach phai nhdy ban sang mgt bén, mit mat canh tay va khép
ngon tay bi chay cua minh.
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Cac c0 boi ban médc vay ngan mau den, doi mii [wdi trai va deo tap dé
trang luén lach qua dam déng, bung bé nhitng dia 16n dung cac moén an vat,
vOi moi miéng vira van bo miéng an, trong khi nhitng anh b6i mac gi — 1é
dé va vang kim can than giit thang bang nhitng khay sam banh stii bot.

O ngay chan cau thang, mdt nhac cong dan hap vay hong xoe ru luét tay
qua nhitng sgi day ctia dan hap khong 16 mau vang 6ng. Tiéng dan du
dwong it 1én r6i roi xudng gitra nhitng tiéng truyén tro ram ram ran ran.

Billy ghé dau sat vao dau Charlie va thi tham, “O day toan nhitng ngudi
nguy hiém.”

“Em dang ndi veé ai co?” Charlie thi thao lai.

“Vé Vua Do. Nhitng ngudi con tot cua ngai da vinh vién roi khoi 1au dai
ctia cha ho. Mot s6 tham chi con roi dat nwdc. Nén nhitng ngudi dudi kia
kia, 'm, c6 1é 1a nhitng ngudi tir nwdc ngoai vé dy, la chau chat caa nhitng
nguoi con tot.”

Charlie chwra nghi t&i nhu thé, nhung gio n6 quan sat nhitng guwong mat
bén dwédi cham chi hon. Co phai vi n6 twéng twong khong, hay thue sy hau
hét nhitng ngwdi mac do da tiéc déu mang vé mat canh chirng? Va ro rang
nhitng nguoi do trong dit ton va khac khé hon nhitng ngudi kia. Trong khi
dé, da phan khach nwéc ngoai trong lai than thién va thw thai. Ho hay mim
cuwoi hon va tham chi ¢6 luc con cwoi pha len.

Charlie bong suc nhg, lién nhin dong ho deo tay. Bay gio kém nam phuit.
N0 hich tay Billy. “Nam phut nita ba giam thi sé ¢ trong phong ngu chung.
Ba ay vira di khéi la tui minh titc téc 1én xuéng sanh an toi, coi xem cé thé
nip & dau dwoc trede khi biva tiéc bat dau nhé.”

Chung bo ra khoi chiéu nghi va chay nhw bay vé lai phong ngt chung.
Pung mot phut sau khi ching nhay tot 1én givong, canh cira bat md va ba
giam thi ngé vao. Ba ta tréng mdi 16 lang lam sao vGi vay dai da héi mau
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ngoc luc bao, d6i bong tai xanh 14 cay dai dé phai cham dén vai. Mai téc
xam trang duwgc bui thanh cuc to trén dinh dau va diém t6 thém bang mot
cai no con buém xanh 14 cdy to banh. “Tat dén,” ba ta n6i lanh lung.
“Trong treong hop dita nao ca gan dam nghi dén viéc di lang quang thi
nh@, hinh phat tiép theo sé con té hon thé nay nhiéu”.

“Vang, thia ba giam thi”, Charlie dap mét cach hién tr. N6 nghi vo
quang cua Billy vao hinh phat cia n6 la khong cong bang, tuy nhién n6
quyét dinh khong tra treo lam gi.

Ba giam thi tat dén, nhwng trede khi dong ctra lai, ba ta n6i, “May khong
khen ba c6 may dep ldy mét tiéng sao, ha?”

“Khong, thwra ba ¢6”, Charlie néi. “Y chau 1a...”
Ba ta déng sam canh ctra.

Charlie lang nghe tiéng bwdc chan ba ta xa dan. “Ba ay sé khong tré lai
dau”, no noi.

Coi bo khong c6 vé gi la sé quay lai.”

“Em ca la ba ta di chai mot ong hiéu truong dep trai giau c6 nao do”,
Billy cuoi khi khi.

Chuing cho thém nam pht niva thi x6 voi d6i dép 1€, len 1én di tGi cau
thang phia sau va xudng lau trét. Gid hai dita da & hanh lang, ngang qua
nhitng can — tin va xuéng phong da tiéc & dudi l1ong dat. Nép minh vao
nhitng mang t6i, ching di gan tdi phong da tiéc, bong mot ¢6 hau ban tré ra
tir nha bép xanh 14 cay. Co ta kéo chiéc xe day chat day nhoc nhitng dia do
an.

Bon nhoc rut voi vao twong nhung 6 hau da trong thay ching. “Chao
cac em”, cd noéi, nghia bé do ngn cua ching. “Cac em dang lam gi & day
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the?”

“Tui em xudng xin chit nwdc uéng a”, Charlie mau miéng. “Tui em khat
dén noi dinh uéng voi nwdc trén lau nhung vi duwong 6ng bi gi sét... hay lam
sao do”.

“To6i khéng. Vao di va ty lady nwdc ma uoéng”, 6 hat dau vé phia canh
clra can — tin.

“Cam on c6!” Charlie trao cho ¢6 hau mot nu cuwdi tuyét voi nhat. Nhung
khong cach chi n6 ddm vao nha bép xanh 14 cay, noi ba Weedon dang tran
gitr. Ba ta la nguwdi nau bép bun xin, ban tién va vo cung xau tinh, chac
chdn ba sé sai chong ra 16i ¢6 bon nhéc vé lai phong ngt chung.

Co6 hau ban day chiéc xe di qua chiing va t6i can — tin xanh da trgi. “Lon
moén r6i”, cd cau nhau. “Thé méi ray ra”.

Ngay ding lic céi lung cta co ré ngodt vao, hai thang bé phong vu téi
sanh an t6i. Chung sap lach qua canh ctra doi thi Billy hoi, “Tui minh trén
dau bay gio?”

“Duéi gam ban,” Charlie noi.
“Nhung... ho c6 thé thiy tui minh.”

Charlie khong mu6n nghi dén diéu d6. N6 md hi cira ra chitng mot phan
va li€c vao trong. That may oi la may. Moi céi ban déu phu khan trai ban
trang khong 16, ri xudéng cham mi san.

Mot c6 hau ban dang ban ron sap xép ly tach 1én cai ban trén buc cao cua
tién s Bloor, nhung ba day ban kia da dwgc bay bién xong xudi. Bén trén
moi miéng vai 16t dia bang nhung dé déu dat mot tam danh thiép bac, in
mot cai tén, va quanh moi miéng 16t dia lai dwgc vay quanh khong biét bao
nhiéu la dao, nia, thia va ly, dén noi Charlie khong kip dém.
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Nhitng gia dudc ryc rd bang dong thau hat xuéng mot mau cam choi lo4,
day nguy hiém, va t ctra, Charlie da c6 thé cdm thay hoi néng tir nhitng
ngon ltra uon éo toa ra.

Canh ding khoanh khac cai lvng ¢6 hau ban vira khuat, Charlie thi thao,
“Di nao!”

Cui rap nguoi xuong, hai dita ntra bo nita chay vé phia chiéc ban chinh
gitta va chui tuot vao tam khan trai ban. Mt mui khung khiép dap vao 16
mdi Charlie va no thay, that kinh hai, May Phiic ciing da chon ding cai ban
nay dé nup.

Pa qua tré dé doi qua ban khac. Mot canh cira bén hong cai buc cao mé
ra va hai ngudi boi ban xong vao cung vdi nhitng chiéc xe day chat day do
an nong nghi ngut.

Dudi gam ban May Phic chay x6 t6i Billy, rén v & nhé nhe.

“Bdo no6 im ngay di,” Charlie thi thao, “khong n6 lam tui minh 16 bay

o N\

gio.”

Billy phot ra vai tiéng gtr gir nhe va May Phic nam nghiéng oat qua mot
bén, vay vay cai dudi trui 1ong.

“Gi d6?” Mot nguoi hau ban xén xac.

Billy th6i phu vao thang tai May Phic, gan nhw khong thanh tiéng, lap
tirc tiéng quat dudi im bat.

“Chac la chudt,” ngudi kia dap.
Nguoi dau tién cwdi hi hi, “Vai troi né gam mat ca ai do di. T6i chan

ngay cai cong viéc nay roi. Phai day tir sdu gio sdng quan quat tGi gio ma
cong xa thi tra ré thoi.”
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“Bon chung la mot 1 bun xin,” ngwoi ban anh ta tan thanh ngay.

Hai ngudi boi ban khua loang xodng khi chuyén do an tir xe day lén ban,
dén noi Charlie va Billy khong can gitt ké nita, c6 thé bo vé phia céi buc.
Charlie mudn ngo6i & cho t6t dé nghe duwgc nhitng gi moi nguwdi néi quanh
cai ban chdp bu nay.

Thém hai chiéc xe day nita duwgc day vao, va chang may choc, bon con
trai da nghe thay tiéng ngwdi ri ri rao rao cang lic cang gan hon, cho dén
khi tran ngdp ca phong an. M6t tram doi chan, nao 1€ 1ét, nao ram rap, dam
thich thich, hay nhiin nhay khap can phong, khi cac vi khach tim cho cua
minh.

Tum huyp trong béng t6i, Charlie va Billy lang nghe tiéng nhai thi¢c an,
tiéng nhop nhép va nudt ng we phia trén dau. Charlie bi mac ket giita hai
cap cang dai that dai mac quan tay den. N6 quyét dinh di chuyén va lui
trang Billy, rti thay, thang nay dat luén tay 1én mot ban chan di giay bac.

“Xin ong lam on...” Giong mot phu nt.

“Xin c6 néi chi?” Nguwoi dan 6ng doi dién ba ta hoi.
“Ong da phai t6i”.

“Co lam roi. Ai dé day chi”.

bay May Phic ra dang trwedc, bon con trai 1at dat bo hét sitc xa khoi
chiéc giay bac. Vira kip ldc. Tdm khan trdi ban dwgc nang lén va ngudi phu
nit di giay bac ngé xudng gam ban. Bon con trai nin thé cho t6i khi, vGi
mot tiéng hy kho chiu, ngwdi phu nit tha roi tdim khan xudng cho cdi.

Bita toi ct thé troi di va tr6i di va troi di. May Phiic da ngua kho va Billy
bat dau ngap. Thé r6i thi mot tiéng suyt roi xuéng can phong va tién sy
Bloor bat dau noi.
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Sau 16i chao mirng nhitng vi khach, 6ng ta xwdng to tén cla tat ca cac
hoc vién: Loth, Oranga, Morhan, Derivere, Somphammer, Festyet, Ipakuk,
Altabeeta... Danh sach con dai nita. Mat Charlie bat dau sup lai, va dot
nhién, n6 m@ bitng mat ra. Tién sy Bloor vira méi thot ra cai tén Lyell
Bone, va cai tén d6 dugc gan lién véi mot ké tdi pham. Charlie ngoi thang
do day, mat ngudc 1én, ngé cham cham mat duwdi cta chiéc ban.

“Trong sb cac vi, vi nao da @ day muwoi nam truede thi sé nhd 6ng noi toi,
Ezekiel Bloor, nhw mot nguwdi chin mwoi tudi nang nd va lanh lgi. Ngay
nay, buon thay, 6ng cu bi chén chat trong chiéc xe lan. Lyell Bone c6 ho
hang xa vé&i chiing t6i, va vi vay ma t0i ac nay cang gay soc gap boi”, tién
sy Bloor dirng lai va hang giong.

“Lam on”, mot giong gan Charlie cat 1én, “noi cho chuing tdi biét toi ac
nay dugc thue hién nhw thé nao di.”

“Han ta x0 t6i nga”, 1do Ezekiel hét om. “Rap tam giét t6i. X0 t6i. Pau
dap vao da. Chinh thé! Khong thé di lai duoc. Xong! PO VO LAI!”

Mot tiéng thd hdc rap ron khap phong.

“Nhung tai sao?” Mot giong khac hoi, 1an nay la giong phu ni. “Tai sao
han ta lai lam céi diéu kinh khung nhw vay?”

“MGt s6 ngudi trong cac vi”, tién sy Bloor tranh né cau hoi ay, “sé diéu
hanh céc thé lvc cta cac vi theo cach thirc khac véi ching téi. Nhung du
theo cach nao thi tat ca cac vi cling déu hanh déng vi nhitng 1gi ich cua dai
gia dinh ngay cang déng duic ching ta. Cling giong nhv cac vi, chiing t6i c6
kéo nhitng dita con cia Vua DPé vé phia minh. Chting t6i tra cho chiing hoc
bong, nén gido duc va nhitng trang thiét bi hang dau. Ching t6i bao vé
ching, nuoi dudng ching, chuan bi cho ching dwong dau véi nhitng khé
khan ma ching c6 thé phai déi mat khi tredng thanh... Doi khi, do can kip
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vi lgi ich cuaa chinh da tré ay, quy vi hiéu chi¥, nén ching t6i phai tach
chang khoi cha me chuang”.

“Y ngai 1a ngai danh cip ching w?” Mot giong cim phén hoi.

“Anh ta n6i la “tach” ma”, lao Ezekiel ra l1én. “Panh cap khong dinh vao
day. Vi diéu tot dep 16n lao hon, ching t6i phai kém soat nhitng dita tré
nay, va néu cha me ching c6 y chéng doi, thi vang, ching t6i phai dwa
ching di bang moi gia.”

Co tiéng xam xi tan dong chay doc theo cai ban trén dau né, nhung
Charlie nhan thay c6 vai giong bat dong.

“Tuy nhién”, ldo Ezekiel ti€ép, “trong treong hop cu thé cta dia tré biét
bay nay thi, cha ctia né, tién sy Tolly, da rat hanh phic trao né cho ching
toi. Chinh Lyell Bone da c6 ngan can diéu dy bang cach x6 ta nga xudng
dat. Sy phan khang cia han khong thanh va han da bi tritng phat dich
dang.”

“Va su tritng phat d6 cé xitng vé6i toi danh khong?” Ai d6 héi bang giong
cOc can.

“C0, thura tién sy Loth. Nho on chau trai cua ta, Manfred Bloor. Manfred,
ding len con!”

Tiéng xich ghé dang xa dwong nhu chi ra rang Manfred dang ngbi & cai
ban trén buc. Ai d6 vo tay det det va nhitng nguwdi khac hua theo. Charlie
khong thé twéng twgng dugc tai sao.

“Manfed c6 1€ 1a mot nha thoi mién vi dai nhat tir trdc dén nay”, lao
Ezekiel ty hao loan bao. “Lic mdi chi c6 chin tudi, cau ay da xda sach
duwgc ky e ctia Lyell Bone chi bang mot cu li€c mat duy nhat. Ngwoi dan
ong dé gio hoan toan v6 dung. Han ta tham chi con khong biét minh la ai.”
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Mot bau thinh lang ngot ngat theo sau 10i nhan xét caa lao, va vi ly do
nao do, diéu nay khién lao Ezekiel cwoi pha l1én. Lao cuwdi hang dén noi
mém bi nghet thd. Charlie khong thé chiu dyng ndi cai am thanh dé. Suyt
nita thi né khong kiém ché duwgc con tirc gian, né phai bau tay that chat vao
nguoi dé ngan minh khéi nhay xo6 ra.

Bang giong kich dong, tién sy Bloor tiép, “Ciing chinh Manfred da dwa
dita tré dé ‘vao vong’. Con bé lic dy hai tu6i. Con mé kéo dai cho dén khi
con bé mwoi tudi, va roi thi, thang con trai 1éu lao caa Lyell Bone da danh
thirc no day”.

Mot tiéng strng sot budt ra. C6 may cau lot tdi tai Charlie. “Ai vay?” “né
da lam cach nao?” “Ngai c6...?” “Lam on...?”

“Thwa quy 6ng quy ba”, tién s§ Bloor n6 tung. “Xin ditng ban tam. Dita
con gai do con hoc ¢ day, va ca con trai cia Lyell, thang Charlie, cling vay.
Nhitng dita tré dugc ban phép thuat dinh vGi nhau nhw ho dan. Charlie 1a ké
du hanh dwgc vao tranh, vao hinh — mot tai phép quy gia, nhw cac quy vi
biét day. Nhung no t6 ra rat wong buwéng, chac chan bdi vi n6 la con cta cha
né, nhung né dugc canh chirng rat sit sao. Cac quy ba quyén rii ngo6i bén
tay phdi toi day, ba ndi cua né, Grizelda Bone, va ba ba c6 cua n6, Lucretia,
Eustacia, va Venetia Yewbeam, tat cad bon ho déu dé mat trong coi Charlie
Bone...”

“Va mot ngay nao do”, 1ao Ezekiel chen vao, “Charlie sé dua ta vao qua
khit, & do ta sé sap x€p lai lich sit.” Ro6i 1ao ta lai 0a ra cwdi lan nita.

Tién sy Loth rong vang: “Hoan ho!” va nhitng ngudi khac huéng ¢ng 10i
kéu goi. Nhurng mot s6 nguwdi van im lang.

Billy, dang g6i dau 1én May Phic ngn ndy gicg, thinh linh tinh gidc kém
theo mot tiéng hat hoi nhé. Tic khac tdm vai trdi ban dwgc nhic 1én ngay
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tredc mat Charlie va mot gwong mat 16n ngwge xuat hién. Gwong mat do co
rau quai nén va doi khan xép mau xanh da troi.

Charlie nhin thang vao déi mat nau dam ctia ngwoi dan 6ng. N6 khong
biét phéi lam gi. Nguwdi dan 6ng tré mat nhin lai né. Charlie chd xem
chuyén gi xdy ra. Nguwoi dan 6ng doi khan xép duong nhw cling cho doi.
Thé la Charlie la céi diéu duy nhat ma né nghi ra dwgc: né dat mot ngon tay
len moi.

Nguoi dan 6ng trao cho né mot nu cwdi rong ngoac va tha mau khan trai

ban xudng trd lai.

Charlie chi vira bat dau thé lai dwoc thi mot giong méng quet, néng ndy
vang l1én. “T6i ngtti thay mui con trai!”

“Con trai!” Vai giong lao nhao.

“Ngti 1a phép cta t6i ma”, cai giong dan 6ng méng quet doé tiép, “t6i co
thé ngtri thdy mot thang, c6 1€ hai... hay ba”.

Charlie va Billy nhin nhau rung rdi. Thé 1a hét. Chiing sé bi phat giac. Va
roi bong, Charlie ndy ra mét y. N6 chi May Phuic.

Billy khu khtr vao 16 tai con ché gia va May Phiic ué odi ditng 1én. Véi
mot ct day nhe ti Billy, con ché 1am dam bwéc di dudi gam ban phu khan
va 16 ra sanh an t6i. Khi n6 phet ra mét mui héi gdm ghiéc chwa tirng thay:.
Cai mui té hai va x0c manh dén noi Charlie suyt nita thi ngat di. Billy da
xti May Phiic danh mot phat ram hoanh trang nhat doi no.

Tiéng la thét hot hoang va kinh tdm vang doi khap phong.
“Uuuuuuuuaa!l” “Phufuuuuu!” “Cai mui gi vay?” “Ra la mot con cho!”
“MGt con ché gia!” “bDo quai vat!”

“Khong phai mui con trai, ma la mui ch6”, mot giong sung tiét gam 1én.
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“Cai mi 6ng gia nua roi day, gido st Morvan”, giong mot phu nit da nga
nga say. “Chang phan biét dugc con trai véi con chd”.

MGt trang cwdi noi tiép, va lao Ezekiel thét 6m toi, “Dung thé 16 véi con
ctn cuda ta thé. N6 khong nhin dwgc ma”.

“T6i nghi chiing ta nén dudi c6 no ra ngay di, tién sy Bloor”, ai do6 dé
nghi. “T6i chac chan 1a n6 muon di ngoai... a quén... mudn roi”.

“Y hay ddy”, tién sy Bloor tan thanh. “Ai d6 lam on...”
“Ma nhanh nhanh lén”, mot giong nit* khac chém vao.

Mot tiéng ghé ca san. C6 ngwoi chay t ra m@ ctra. May Phic thd mot
tiéng stia cam on roi 6ng eo buwdc ra. Thém trang cwdi nita.

May thay, con ché gia van dé cai mui hoi 6i lai dang sau, cai miii ctia
gido st Morvan da hoan toan bj r6i loan, va 6ng ta chang phan gi thém vé
mui con trai nita.

Khi tiéng cuwoi da lang xudng, tién sy Bloor ho khuc khac roi néi, “T6i
xin 16i vi si xao nhang vira roi, nhwng bay gio t6i muon tré lai sy phat trién
vO cung quan trong ma ching t6i da ngu y trong 10i chao mirng quy vi 6
day toi nay.”

“T4t ca ching t6i dang lang nghe day”, tién sy Loth néi.

“Cam on”, tién sy Bloor cho cho dén ldc im lang nhw to roi méi tiép tuc
v&i s phat khich don nén. “Trudc tién tdi phai nahwces qua cho quy vi vé
lich st cia mot nhan vat ma ngay ca t6i cling chira bao gid nghe néi dén,
cho téi tuan vira qua. Ba twéc Harken Badlock”.

Im lang, R6 rang chang ai biét gi vé cai 6ng ba twdc Harken Badlock nay.
Charlie cham chu lang nghe, nhan thitc rang minh sap stt nghe dugc diéu gi
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dé cuc ky vo cung quan trong.

“Ba twdc Harken Badlock mudi tdm tudi khi dén Tay Ban Nha. Ngai bat
dau tan tinh nang Berenice xinh dep, con gai cia hiép sy Toledo. Vi ba twéc
tré nay von la mot thay bua, va rat nhanh chong, nang Berenice da ngam
btia mé ctia ngai. Ho sap stta cuwdi nhau thi...”

“Chac chan nang Berenice cudi Vua Dd”, mot giong cat ngang.

“That vay, déng thé”, tién sy Bloor dong y. “Nhung da c6 mot cudc tranh
chap tay doi gitra hai ngudi dan 6ng ay, va ba twdc Harken Badlock da
thua. B4i vi, so ke tat ca yéu thuat, tat ca bua mé ngai c6 thi déu khong
sanh dugc vGi phép thuat cia Vua Do, va thé 1a ngai danh dé mat nang
Berenice yéu kiéu”.

Khan thinh gia cua tién sy Bloor hoi hop chd doi cau chuyén tiép dién,
dang nhuv né bugc phai vay.

“Nhw quy vi da biét day, hoang hau Berenice chét khi dita con thit muoi
cua ba la Amoret ra doi. Vua Do, theo phong tuc cua dan tgc ngai, da vao
rirng dé than khoc vg. Nhitng ngudi con ctia ngai dugce dé lai dudi sy cham
soc cua nhitng day t¢ — cho dén khi ba twéc Harken Badlock xudt hién.
DPring vay, cac ban cua t6i, ngai dén dé bao vé nhitng ngudi con cta
Berenice yéu dau. Ngai da day ho tat ca nhitng gi ngai biét, da bao vé ho
khoi su cwdp boc cua nhitng ké la, va roi cwdi nguwdi con gai ca cia nha
Vua, Lilith.”

“Lam thé nao ma dot nhién tat cd nhitng diéu d6 duwgc dem ra anh sang
vay, tién sy Bloor?” Co ai d6 hoi.

Mot khodng dirng nghet thd. Da dau cua Charlie dung té rat rat va n6
twong twong tién sy Bloor da nhoai ngudi ra truede trong tu thé dac thang.
“Bai vi toi da dugc nghe tw chinh ngai ba twdc”.
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Mot tiéng thd gdp vi khong tin noi dong loat vang lén triede khi tién sy
Bloor tiép tuc, “To6i biét, that khé ma tin rang mot nguwdi séng cach day
chin tram nam lai s6ng cung v&i ching ta lan nita. Nhung do 1a sy that. Toi
hoan toan bi thuyét phuc vé diéu dé.”

At hét thdy dan hgp xuéng ctia nhitng cau héi 14n 15i phan déi, 13o
Ezekiel gia khu rit Ien, “Ngai chi la cai bong trong bitrc chan dung ctia Vua
Do, nhung ai do da giai phong Ngai ra r6i”.

Charlie bau canh tay Billy chat dén mitc thang nho khé thd hoc ra dau
dén. Trong 4&nh sang m& md bén dwdi gam ban, Charlie c6 thé thdy cap mat
Billy m@ to khong kém gi mat minh. Céi béng, thang nho noéi 16n. Charlie
gat dau.

Tiéng 6n don nhat s tiét 16 ctia lao Ezekiel o 1én téi miic ring dong.
“Ai d4 giai phéng ngai?”
“Bay gio ngai ¢ dau?”

D6 1a hai cau héi dwge nghe rd nhat, vieot 16n han nhitng cau hoi khac.
Tién sy Bloor nai ni moi nguwdi im ldng va khi sy ring dong lang xudng,
ong ta dap, “Ngai ¢ dau u? Ngai an toan. Ngai da thich nghi vGi thé ky nay
theo cach than ky nhat. Ngai chi can mwoi phit la hoc xong ngon ngit cia
chuing ta, va mot khi da hoc dwgc roi thi ngai c6 thé lam quen véi nhitng
thé ché chinh tri cia chiing ta, hé théng tai chanh, mot quan ai, nhitng théi
quen cua chung ta, tom lai la...”.

“Nhung r6i, ngai van la mot thay bua”, 1do Ezekiel chen tot vao.

“Qua dung nhu vay, vang” tién sy Bloor néi. “Khéng may, ngai can phai
mot chut tan nhan khi tim cho minh mot ng6i nha, va moét nguon thu nhap,
nhung nhitng diéu nhw thé ching thé ltic nao ciing tranh dwoc”. Ong ta
bu6ng mot tiéng cuwdi ghé ron. “Vé diém nay toi danh yéu cau quy vi, cac
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vi khach kinh mén ctia t6i, khong dwgc nhac lai m6t 16i nao trong nhitng 10i
toi vira noi vOi quy vi ¢ bén ngoai toa nha nay. Chung ta da quen vdi viéc
gitr bi mat, ding khong? Chung ta phai vay thoi, khong thi thé gigi nay sé
tay chay chiing ta”.

Co tiéng ri ram nhdt tri, roi giong noi cua tién sy Loth sang sang nhan
chim nhitng giong khac. “P6 1a ai?” Ong ta héi. “Ai da giai phéng céi

bong, va giai phong ra lam sao?”

“A”, tién sy Bloor nging lai. “Bé twdc khong rd 1dm. Ngai qua quyét
viéc d6 dugc thye hién bang mot cai gwong — goi la Gwong Than cta
Amoret. Chung t6i da tim thay ngai trong tién sanh, gitra tran bao tuyét.
Nguoi giai thoat ngai da linh di khoi”.

“O day ching t6i nghi 1a Venetia”, Lao Ezekiel eo éo. “Ba 4y 1a ngudi
tinh thong nhat trong chiing t6i. Mot ké ma manh nhat”, 1do cudi khac
khac.

“Hum, khong phai,” ba cd Venetia n6i mot cach sung sia.

“Vay, quy vi... “ tién sy Bloor bat dau.

“P6 la t6i”, mot giong cat 1én. “T6i da lam day”.

“C0?” Ngai hiéu trudng nghe c6 vé kinh ngac hét stc.

“Phai, chinh t6i. T6i da tim thdy Guwong Than cia Amoret.”

Charlie déng cltng nguwdi. Moi day than kinh trong co thé n6 bat dau giat

giat. NO biét giong noi do. Bé la giong néi ctia cai ngudi ma né khong bao
gio ngo toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
VUA AN MINH

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 12: Sy That Choang Vang

Am thanh duy nhét trong phong phét ra tit tiéng nhitng budc chan bét
dau tir gan ctra ra vao. Panh va nhe, nhitng am thanh tir mot phu ni* mang
giay cao got chot vot.

Charlie strng so6t, n6 bat dau cam thay bu6n non. Mt Billy, trong béng
t0i, trong xam ngoét lai sg hai. Pén diéu nay ma xay ra dugc thi bat ky diéu
gi cling co thé xay ra.

Tiéng nhitng buéc chan tién tdi cai buc, va tién si Bloor mai cudi cung
cling m@ miéeng lai dugc, “Co Chrystal, lam on budc 1én day va noi cho
chuing t6i tat ca nhitng gi da xady ra nao.”

“Cam on,” bon tiéng budc chan nhe nhang di t6i cai ban trén cao.

“Ai do cho cd ta ng6i véi nao,” 1do Ezekiel noi.

“Toi thich ding hon,” co Chrystal dap.

“Co sé ké cho chuing t6i nghe cau chuyén cta... cia c6 chi, c6 than
mén,” tién si Bloor hoi, “va co da giai phong ngai ba twdc nhu thé nao?
Chung t6i tat cad déu dang non néng muon biét chi tiét day.”

Giat tinh khoi con chét lang, khan thinh gia thét 1én dong y.

“Puwong nhién roi,” giong c6 Chrystal van nhe nhang va du dwong,
nhung da mat di tat ca sy diu ngot. Gio day chi con cai lanh tanh dang sau
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moi 10i c6 ta n6éi — mot giong noi vira dé vo vira bao liét khién Charlie riing
minh.

“Céach day muoi bon nam, téi la mot co6 gai hanh phtic nhét tran doi. Téi
dang yéu va toi nghi nguwoi dan 6ng minh yéu cling dap lai nhitng cam xuc
ctia minh. Nhung anh ta da choi bo t6i ma cwdi mot nguwdi khac. Tréi tim
toi tan v0. Toi twdng minh sé chét chac. Cudi cung, t6i lay mot ngudi tén la
Matthew Tilpin. Chung t6i c6 mot dia con trai, Joshua.”

Pén day Charlie suyt bat kéu. Billy can than up mot ban tay vao cai
miéng ha ra cta Charlie.

“Khong lau sau khi Joshua ra doi,” co Chrystal tiép, “chong t6i da bé roi
me con t6i. Anh ta bao anh ta sg dita con ctia chiing t6i. Moi thit déu dinh
hit vao Joshua, quy vi biét ddy. Dat, bui, 16ng chim, c6n trung, mau giay,
va hé ta cham vao doi ban tay nho xiu cua thang bé thi ching sé niu chat
lay. That kh6 ma rit ra dwgc. Matthew bao rang néu anh ta ma & lai thi mot
ngay nao do dira bé sé bat anh ta phai lam diéu gi dé rat khing khiép. Anh
ta da cdm thdy Joshua dang bé cong y chi cia minh.”

“Me t6i van luén bao rang chiing t6i la hau dué cia Vua D4,” ¢6 Chrystal
tiép tuc, “va t6i cling da thyc hién thanh cong mot s6 phép thuat ngay tir hoi
con nhd. Nhung phép phiéc cha dugc tich sy gi trong nhitng viéc dinh téi
trai tim, vi vay toi tha vitt bo no6 di con hon. Va roi, vao Giang sinh nam
ngodai, ong chu cua toi chét, dé lai cho t6i mot rwong day u gidy td. Mot sO
da duoc cit gitr trong gia dinh t6i suot chin trdm nam. Rat nhiéu cai khong
thé nao doc duwgc, nhung roi toi da kham pha rang ching t6i la con chau
cta chinh Lilith, con gai ca cia Vua Bé, va chong ba, ba twéc Harken
Badlock.

Tat cd mot tram vi hiéu tredng nhat té thot 1én kinh ngac, nhung c6
Chrystal van pham pham, hau nhw khong thé 1ay hoi. “Trong s6 nhitng gidy
t0 d6 c6 mot tdm ban do, trong tinh trang con nguyén ven, nhwng rat, rat
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nho. Quy vi khong thé tin ndi né... a... n6 nhé thé nao dau. Chac han né da
bi ngwoi ta bé qua, khdng dwoc chi y dén sudt nhiéu thé hé. Téi chiu,
khong biét 1a ai da vé n6 — c6 1€ chinh ba twdc cling nén. T6i phai héi ngai
mo&i duoc, “co ta bat cwoi nhe. “Ban do chi cho toi biét noi toi c6 thé tim
thdy guwong than cia Amoret. D6 la tdm guwong c6 thé dwa ngai ba twéc trd
lai thé gidi nay. Tdi chi viéc dem né tGi dirng trudc bitc chan dung Vua Do,
dé cho anh sang phan chiéu xuéng cai bong dang sau ngai va,” c6 ta dirng
lai, “va t6i da lam ding nhu thé — va n6 da linh nghiém. Ngai ba tuéc da tra
lai!” Khi n6i nhitng 16i cudi cung dé, giong c6 Chrystal v& vun ra béi niém
phan khich ngay ngat.

“Cho mot ly nuwéc,” tién si Bloor phan.
“Ghé day,” ai d6 day mot cai ghé qua san nha.

Tiéng chuyén tro rom ra chgt bung I1én trong dam khach khita. Néu
Charlie va Billy mu6n chuyén doi vi tri ctia ching thi han Itic nay ding la
thoi diém dé xé dich, nhung Charlie diéng nguwdi dén nodi chang cya quay gi
duoc.

Co6 Chrystal van chwa xong bai néi véi thinh gia ctia minh. “T6i con mot
diéu nita can noi,” c6 ta thong bao. “Con trai t0i, Joshua, rat huing manh.
Giong nhu Charlie Bone, n6 mang dong mau cua hai thay phap chay trong
huyét quén. Néu can khong ché Charlie thi chinh Joshua sé c6 thé lam dugc
diéu do6. Con vé van dé cha cua Charlie, ngai ba twdc cam doan rang han sé
khong bao gio trd lai duwgc nita.” Co ta budng ra mot tiéng cuwoi khé khoc,
“Vang, ding vay, ba twdc dam béao Lyell Bone sé biét tam, biét tich, mat
dang mai mai.”

Sau mot quang im lang ngan, mot giong phia trén dau Charlie héi, “Thwa
c6 Chrystal, t6i muén héi c6 mot cau.” Charlie c6 cam gidc nhu giong néi
nay la ctia nguwdi dan 6ng doi khan xép. “Lam on cho toi biét tén cia nguoi
dan 6ng da tir choi c6?”
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“Ong nghi d6 1a ai chit?” C6 ta lanh lung. “D6 1a Lyell Bone.”
Charlie giat ndy minh dén noi Billy phai tim ldy canh tay no.
“Tui minh phai ra khoi day mau,” Charlie thi thao.

Gio thi sanh an t6i huyén nado nhw ong vo to, cti bo choi chét ra dén cudi
ban cta hai thang con trai khéng bi phat gidc. Nhitng chiéc ghé bat dau rit
1én. Nguoi ta ding day va di chuyén. Nhitng chiéc xe day lai tién vao va
hai dita né c6 thé nghe thay tiéng tach st kéu lach cach.

“Con ca phé nita, tat cd moi nguwdoi!” Tién si Bloor hét 16n. “Xin moi
uong ca phé va banh trang miéng Tho Nhi Ky. Lam on ng6i xuéng ghé cua
quy vi thém vai phut nita.”

“Lam sao tui minh ra khéi day bay gio?” Billy 1am tham.

Charlie nhin vai v6 vong. Nhitng ctra ra vao cach xa cac day ban it nhat
phai hai mét. Cho du ching cé bo thi thé nao cling c6 ngudi sé tinh cd thay
ching. N6 ndy ra mét y. Hy vong nhitng nguwdi phuc vu sé day xe dén dang
cudi ban; n6 chd, ngay ngoai tam dudi cua cap chan cudi cung.

Hai chiéc xe day lan dén gan, moi chiéc ké mot bén ban. Van hét sirc co
thé, Charlie “dién kich cam” diéu bo bo 1én tang thap nhat cua xe day. Billy
hiéu ra va gat dau.

Cuodi cung hai nguwdi phuc vu da ra dén dau mut cai ban. Nhin lan cudi
vao guwong madt lo au cua Billy, Charlie cudi dong vién thang bé r6i bo
xuong dwdi tdim khan mau do phua trim mot trong nhitng chiéc xe day. Ké
thap ltic nay tréng tron va anh bo6i dang mai lo phuc vu ca phé. Nam ric
cong queo trén ké, Charlie nhan thdy tam khan trai do khong trum kin duwgc
minh. Tham khan trong long, né van nam im re trong khi chiéc xe day lan
cham rai dén dau dang kia phong da tiéc. Ngay khi ho an toan di qua canh
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ctra xoay, nguwdi phuc vu dirng lai va bat dau can nhan, “Cai khi...?” Anh ta
nhin xu6éng tdm vai va thay Charlie.

“f 5, mot thing nhéc!” Anh bdi 6 1én, d6 1a mot thanh nién tré c6 guong
mat hoi nhon. “Nhoc lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“Em bi cdm tic, va em chan qua,” Charlie n6i, hy vong anh nay la nguoi
biét thong cam.

Anh thanh nién cwoi to. “(Anh thdy nhoc khéng chan mdi la). Nao, cam
phién ra khéi xe day cta anh di? Lwng anh day réu ra vi bao thit &c mong
r6i.”

“Anh lam on dua em di xa xa mot chut di,” Charlie nan ni, “chi qua khoi
khu nha bép thoi ma.”

“Gidn ha nhéc. Anh may da lam viéc sudt tir sdu gio sang dén gio.”

“Thé thi qua khéi nha bép xanh 14 cay cling dwgc a,” Charlie nai thém.
“Em khéng muon bi ba Weedon bét.”

“A, hiéu roi. Thoi dugc, bam chac vao.”

Charlie nghién chat rang khi ho di ngang qua lanh dia cia mu Weedon.
N6 c6 thé thay phan dwéi than hinh to banh cua mu, di lach phach gitta mot
dam may hoi nwéc bén nhitng bon rira rong ménh mong. Va réi ho t6i day
tiép theo ctia khu nha bép, dang sau can-tin khoa kich. Nguwoi phuc vu lai
Charlie qua can-tin va vao hanh lang.

“Nao, bién di,” anh boi dudi, “kéo khong anh cling gap ray ra chung vGi
nhoc day.”

Charlie lan ra khéi chiéc xe day, r6i rit cdm on anh béi. “Em c6 mot
nguoi ban dang...” n6 vira m@ miéng thi anh béi da di mat roi.
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Hy vong Billy ciing roi vao tay mot ngudi biét cam thong. Charlie vot le
1én nhitng bac thang phia sau va di doc theo cac hanh lang t6i mit mu cho
tGi khi vé dén phong ngt chung ctia minh.

Billy khéng xuat hién. Charlie chd, chd mai. Chuéng nha thg 16n diém
muoi hoi. Ba nghe thiy tiéng nhitng vi khach ra vé ttt manh san gach. Co gi
bat trac xay ra vGi Billy chang? Charlie nhan nhan méng tay lo au. Néu
Billy ma bi bat thi liéu n6 c6 khai véi gia dinh Bloor rang Charlie ciing da
cung di vGi n6 khong?

Khi dong ho danh mwoi mot tiéng, Charlie vun quan do ctia minh thanh
mot dong hinh nguwdi va day xudng dwdi tam vai trai giwong cua Billy. Vai
phtt sau, ba gidm thi ng6 vao. Charlie nham mat lai va nam im thit. Ba
giam thi bé di.

Charlie khong sao ngt duwgc. N6 di ra ctta s6 va nhin xuéng manh san
gach. Khong den dom gi ¢ may khung ctra s6 chai phia tay. Toan b0 toa nha
chim trong bong t6i. Charlie vira quyét dinh di tim Billy thi mot than hinh
nho thé mo vo.

“Billy, ndy gio em @ dau vay?” Charlie la lén.

“Em bi nhot trong mot buong kho,” Billy mét méi noi.

“Sao lai vay?”

“Anh boi day chiéc xe ctia em vao mét cho giong nhu cai ta roi khoa cira
lai.” Khi Billy di qua can phong t6i thui, mat n6 thinh linh dugc chiéu sang

tir dwdi 1én béi mot dém sang run ray, nho xiu. Charlie thiy thang bé dang
cam mot cady nén méng manh, ro rang la ty phat sang.

“R0i sao nita? Chuyén thé nao ha?” Charlie haéi.
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Lan t6i givong minh roi, Billy thoi phu ngon nén va chui xuéng chan,
dong thdi ném dun quan 4o ra ngoai. “Lira khéo ghé,” né chép miéng kem
theo mot cai ngap.

“Billy, anh dang tinh nhu sdao day nay,” Charlie bao. “Trwdc khi em ngu,
lam on ké cho anh nghe coi em da ra khoi buéng chita thé nao, ma lam sao
cdy nén do ty sang dugc thé?”

“Um,” Billy lai ngap, “em cho cho dén khi yén that yén, sau d6 tim thay
mot mau gidy, em lién day n6 xudng dwdi ctira. Em thoc mét cay viét chi
vao 10 khoa va bay cai can khoa 1én, sau d6 em kéo no vé phia em. Trai toi
thui, em sg, s qua chirtng. Em lic nao ciing mang theo may cay nén nay
bén minh, chi Crowquill gidm hd ctia em cho em trwdc khi chu ay chét.
Mai dén dém nay em mdi biét chiing c6 cong dung gi. Em lay mot cay ra
va... va...” Cai ngap tiép theo cua Billy nghe gan nhuv mot tiéng rén.

“Va sao,” Charlie giuc.
“Em c6 tim diém, nhung troi toi qua toi, va em s¢ qua sg, va... va...”

“Va sao?” Charlie dién tiét thét 1én, gio thi né chang thém quan tdm ba
giam thi c6 nghe thdy minh hay khong.

“Va... va em khéc,” Billy thti nhan, “va em néi ‘Oi wéc gi minh c6 thé
thdy dwong’ va thé 1a cay nén ty nhién... sang 1én.”

“Chao!” Charlie cudi cung cting nam xu6ng trd lai. “Tuyét that. Em git
mé& nén ay biét bao nhiéu lau r6i ma khong hé biét chiing lam dugc gi. Toi
nghiép chua Christopher Crowquill.”

“Bay gi® em c6 t6i nim cay nén, bdi vi Ong cau ctia anh da dwa lai cho

em cay nén ma cha Crowquill c6 géi ong dy. Em wéc gi ngwoi giam ho cta
em con song,” Billy sut sit va sap mat xudng.
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Charlie thay minh ciing mét dir dir, nhung tridc khi ngu, né hoi Billy
xem thang bé c6 mudn vé nha véi n6 vao téi thit Bay khong.

“Khong, cdm on anh,” Billy 1dm bam. “Em nghi em sé & lai ddy. Em
chwa bao gio xem Pai Da Vii ca.”

Charlie ciling chwa bao gio xem DPai Da Vii, nhung khong gi c6 thé niu
kéo n6 ¢ them mot dem nita trong Hoc vién Bloor.

Sang hom sau, bita sang cta hai thang bé bi cat ngang b&i mot ngwdi dan
ong cao l6n, héi xoi, mang bo ria mép mau vang ging. Tho dau qua canh
clra cin-tin xanh da troji, 6ng ta thét 1én, “A. Khong phai ¢ day thi phai?”

“Thua, ngai dang tim gi vay?” Charlie hoi, miéng day com bap.
“Miéng dau thi dirng c6 noi,” b ria mép vang gat géng.

Ba bép trudng tir trong bép hién ra, ngwoi la lién noéi, “Trong ba c6 vé la
mot ngwoi biét diéu phai 1€ ddy. Phong hop ¢ dau?”

Ba bép trirng trirng nhin nguwdi dan 6ng, nguwe ba phap phéng cam phan.
“Chac chan t6i phai biét diéu hon 6ng nhiéu. L.é ra 6ng nén queo phai, chi
khong phai queo trai.”

Ria Girng Vang rut dau lai va déng canh ctra mét cai kich burc boi.

“Hiéu trudng day!” Ba bép trwdng lam bam. “Cha cé phong thai gi hét
troi. Twéng minh la thuvgng dé chac. Vai ngudi trong dam do6 con khong
kim ché dwgc théi pho trwong, khoe khoang. Ta da gap théi thi da nha bién
hinh, ké hé bién va bon phinh lira. Ho ho bién d6 an, cho n6 bay Ién troi,
bién no thanh s6-c6-la hay bat cit thit gi ho khoadi; r6i c6 ngudi con tdy may
bién d6 st thanh d6 vang hay bac nita chi?, chi vi thich thé day. Hw, t6i nay
ho sé phai kiém ché lai théi. Ch ngai thi trudng khong chiu noi nhitng thi
kiéu ay dau.”
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Hai dita da khong hé hay biét gi vé nhitng man lam phép dién ra trong
khi ching nup duwéi gam ban, va tiéc hui hui vi da bé 16 mat. Nhung khong
phai 18 tat ca.

“Thwa ba bép trudng,” Charlie ha thap giong. “Co6 Chrystal la...”

“Ta biét, Charlie. Ta da nghe néi r6i. Ta khong thé néi chuyén do vao lic
nay! Mot phut nita thoi 1a tat ca ho sé tran vao day. Tat ca nhitng hiéu
tredng. Ho sé bat dau trong nha hat va roéi sau do sé gap nhau ¢ khap moi
noi; so thi gdp nhau trong cac phong hoc; so thi v6 nha thi dau. Ta khong
biét hai chau dinh sé di dau.”

Hai dita ngay sau do biét ngay minh sé di dau. Ching dang trén dudng
trd vé phong ngt chung cia minh thi tong thang vao Manfred Bloor.

“Hai tui bay lam gi & day?” Manfred sua.

“Chung em khong biét di dau nira,” Billy néi.

“Ra kia!” Manfred chi tay ra cau thang chinh.
“Kia?” Charlie héi lai. “Dén khi nao a?”

“Pén khi nao tao dén kiém tui bay,” Manfred phan.

Khong cé chuyén tranh cai & day. Charlie va Billy 1an chan lui lai cau
thang, & d6 ching nhin xuéng dam dong 16 nho cac 6ng ba hiéu truwéng.
Mot s6 ngwoi van dang khoe tai phép. Charlie trong thay mét con lira va
mot con gau, va chitng kién mot con da diéu chau Phi bién thanh mot ba
vay xoe mau vang. Mot ong ban 4o khoac den bién mat vao khong khi, va
r6i thi c6 mot con than lan khong 16 treo ton teng trén xa nha.

Charlie va Billy can than di xuong tién sanh. Xuéng dén noi r6i, chiing
phai luon lach qua bién ngudi tu tap noi lién tu bat tan. Khong luat nao bat
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ho im ldng dwgc, Charlie nhan thay nhw vay. Cha ai dé y tGi hai thang bé
dang vat va tim duong dén nhitng phong dé ao khoac, cho tdi khi chiing
cham mat ngwdi dan 6ng doi khan xép xanh da troi.

“A ha, chiing ta lai gip nhau,” 6ng Khin Xanh mim cudi phéng khoang.
Ong dit mdt ngoén tay 1én mdi va nhdy mét véi Charlie, “Chiic may mén!”

Mot phu nit phop phap x6 Charlie qua bén, va khi n6 tran tinh lai thi
ngwoi dan 6ng doi khan xép xanh da troi da mat hit vao dam déng.

“Ai d6?” Billy héi khi chiing da an toan bén trong phong dé 4o khoac
xanh da troi.

“Ong ay trong thdy anh & du6i gam ban t6i qua. Nhung dng ay khong chi
diém anh,” Charlie mac do khoac va mang giay bot vao.

“Vay khong phai tat ca bon ho déu xau. Trong 6ng ay khong giong mot
vi hiéu trudng nhi?” Billy ng6i xudng bang ghé dé cdi giay ra.

“Ong 4y 1a nguoi nwdc ngoai,” Charlie chi ra. “Cé 1& & xit dng ay hiéu
treong la nhu vay.”

Vira ra dén bén ngoai la Charlie hwéng ngay tGi khu do nat. Co dam

swong rao rao dwdi chan chiing va mot man swong gia giang la la mat dat.
Madi ctrta vom d6 s6 mau do ctia khu do nat hau nhw khong thay dau.

Billy 1ét bét dang sau Charlie, hy vong bén trong khu d6 nat sé am hon.
N6 khong nhan ra Charlie c6 mot muc dich khac han.

“Vu gi thé nay?” Billy buwdc vao céi san lam nham va ngo sitng vao
nhitng vién da phién bi va.

“C0 ta da tim kiém cai gwong than va day la noi co6 ta da tim ra no,”
Charlie chi khoi dat den xi hinh vuéng. “Co Chrystal, co gido ma tat ca tui
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minh déu nghi la t6t nhat va ti té nhat truong.”
“Té ra cO ta la ké x4u nhat,” Billy néi.

“Mot mu phu thuy,” Charlie thém. “Anh phai canh bao cho nhitng nguoi
khac biét ngay, nhung chiing ta khéng dwoc dé cho co ta biét bon minh da
biét c6 ta.”

“Thé thi ta phai canh giac,” Billy dong tinh.

Chung qud quang di xuéng mot trong nam 16i di t6i mu dan ra khéi san.
O cudi 16i di mé ra mot khoanh cé rong, ciy cdi va nhitng bitc twong day
do6 nat bao quanh. Bon ching ngo6i 1én mot bitc twdng va Charlie cha sat hai
ban tay lanh céng vao nhau, nghi vé 6ng Bartholomew Bloor. “Vua Dé van

con trong lau dai” — nha tham hiém da néi nhu vay — “nhung ngai bi che
khuat”.

“Vay ngai ¢ dau?” Charlie budt miéng, gan nhu ty néi véi minh.
“Ai & dau?” Billy hoi.
“Vua Pé. Chung ta can ngai, Billy a.”

Mot con gié lanh théc vao mat chiing va nhitng canh cay trui 1a kéu lac
rac trén dau. Mot canh kho gay, roi lai mot canh khac. Charlie hodang hot
quay phat dau lai, twdng bat gap Asa trong bd dang thid ctia han x6 ra khoi
bui ram. Nhung khong phai Asa. Bing im lim, bén duwdi mot cay to,
Charlie thay mot con ngva trang.

“Hoang hau do,” Charlie khé khang.
Hai thang tudt khoi bitc twong va hoang hau di nwéc kiéu vé phia ching.
“Pung ba r6i, dung that ba r6i,” Charlie vira néi vira vuot ve vong co

mém nhu lua.
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Billy @am am @ & va hi 1én, va thé la hoang hau ha thap dau xudng dé
nghe cho r6 hon nhitng tiéng ngam nga va khut khit ky di tr Billy phat ra
nhw nhitng céi hat xi. Ba dap lai theo cach cta ba, bang vai trang hi dai.

Charlie, néng long qud, doi Billy cho biét hoang hau dang noi gi.

“Em héi ba nha vua c6 & day khong,” Billy noéi, “va ba bao ngai & rat
sau, sau bén trong lau dai ctia ngai. Em hdi ba lam sao chiing ta cé thé dén
cho ngai, ba bdo vGi em rang khi thoi diém dén at sé tim thay ngai.”

“Thé thoi a?” Charlie that vong. “Nhwng khi nao thi thoi diém dén.”

Con ngya trang suc mom vao tai Charlie, va Charlie quang canh tay 1én
cai bom dai cua ngwa. Ngua au yém dui dau dui mat ca hai dita, va r6i bat
thinh linh, ngwa ngo 1én troi.

Co tiéng rung chuyén trong khong trung, ghé rgn dén noi khong thé la
sam. m thanh do6 kéo theo mot bau trdi den kit; twa nhu tdm man nang chich
che yp xuéng mat dat.

Trong 4nh sang am u, d6i mat cua hoang hau trgn trang lén kinh hai. Ba
thét 1én mot tiéng, quay dau va phéng nuwéc dai di khéi, tiéng mong gudc
nén 10p cOp cna ba cang lic cang xa thi tiéng gam trén troi cang lic cang
buot éc.

Charlie va Billy vat gio chay tr6i chét ra khoi khu do nat, ban chan chiing
lwot trwegt, liu quiu huéng vé noi tra an trong treong.

“P6 la tiéng gi vay?” Billy théd hong hoc. “Dong dat ha?”
“Chac ngay tan thé,” Charlie hét to.

Ching nhao tGi canh ctra vao treong thi thady né da bi khoda. Charlie dong
thinh thinh vao khoi g6 so6i vitng chac cho dén khi, mai cu6i cung, canh ctra
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xich m@ va Manfred ngé xudng bon chiing.
“Ti sdm d6 ma cling s¢ a?” Manfred cham choc day khinh miét.

“Khong phéi sdm,” Charlie hon hén. “N¢ la... la... Lam on cho ching em
vao di?”

“May phién phitc qua, Charlie Bone, nhung, &, théi dwoc, vé phong nga
chung cua tui bay mau,” Manfred nhich qua mot bén va hai thang bé xong
vao tién sanh. Lic nay tién sanh vang tanh vang ngat, cac vi hiéu truéng da
toa vao cac 16p hoc khac nhau.

“D6 khong phai la sam, thwa ngai,” Billy noi.

“Ta tu hoi thé thi n6 1a céi gi,” Manfred dwong nhw da biét cau tra 16i
nhung khong muon tiét 16 cho bon nhoc biét.

“Khi nao thi t¢i Da V1, thwa ngai?” Billy hoi, cdm thdy can dam hon vi
da ¢ bén trong toa nha.

“Khach khita sé tdi vao ltic bay gio rwdi, va tot hon may hay tranh xa ra,
Billy Raven. Sé c6 nam tram nguwoi di qua canh ctta nay cua chung ta dem

»

nay.
“Nam tram!” Charlie kéu lén.

“Dip mudi ndm mot 1an ma,” Manfred khoe khoang, “Ong thi trwéng sé
dén day, va toan thé hoi dong thanh pho nita. C6 ba tham phan, mot cong
twdc va cong nwong, roi chti moi doanh nghiép 16n cua thanh pho, mot
giam muy, nhitng vi chu tich, gidm ddc, r6i tong... khong phai tong thong
My[1] dau,” Manfred néi téi dau miéng Charlie tré xé xudng t6i do, “y ta
muon noi dén cac tong giam doéc cong ty.”
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[1] Nguyén van: “president” vira la cha tich cong ty, vira la tong thong.
Manfred nhac t6i “president”, lién néi lai cho o hon la khéng phai tong
théng M§. (ND)

“Phu!” Charlie danh kinh ngac mot cach bat dac di.

Manfred mim cwdi hai long, “Tui bay c6 mu6n xem phong da vii
khong?” Han dé nghi.

Hai thang bé thac mac khong biét c6 gi ndy ra trong dau han vay.
Manfred von thuwong khong than thién thé nay. Co6 1€ tai han khéng cudng
n6i y mudn pho truong.

Billy néi, “Da muon” tredc khi Manfred kip doi y.

“Theo ta.” Manfred m@ khoa canh cita nhé dan 1én Thap Nhac. Khi canh
ctra vira bung ra, Charlie choang ngop trudc khung canh hanh lang It ma lu
mu ngay thuong da bién doi hoan toan nho 16p tham day trai dudi san va
mai tran nhap nhdy nhitng vi sao.

HO6i nao t6i gio n6 dau cé dé y dén canh cira doi dan vao phong da vil.
Gio day, canh ctta vom birng sang 1én 14p lanh, tré lai vé huy hoang truéc
kia cia minh. Manfred hay nhe canh ctta mot céi, m& ra mot can phong
16ng lay dén do Charlie nin ca thg.

“Tui bay nghi sao, ha?” Chinh Manfred duong nhu ciing nghet thé. Han
bat cong tac dién va bon chum dén pha 1€ dot ngot song day, birng 1én mot
quang sang vo oa. Treo lo lttng tit tran nha xudng, ching dwoc td diém
bang nhitng tao vat bang thach cao. Khong phai nhitng tao vat c6 that trong
doi thuwong, ma la nhitng quai vat: yéu tinh, than lun, nguwdi khong 16, doi
nanh dai, quy dubi chia ba, yéu quai va céac loai rong trong gém ghiéc.

Charlie rang tim ra vai 10i dé néi, nhwng cudi cung lai 1a Billy thot 1én,

»
!

“Dé sg qua
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San nha sang loang doc dan 1én t6i mot san khau dat cay dan piano to
dung & mot géc va nhiéu gia nhac & goc kia. Charlie twéng twgng ra mot
phong da vii nghet citng nhitng than hinh lay dong, xiém y xung xinh, loe
x0e, bat anh sang dén chum loa choa.

“Hay ch nhi?” Manfred tat dén va x6 manh bon nho ra ngoai.
“Da, hay!” Chiing dong y.

Trong khi ca bon tir phong da vii buéc di khdi, bong co tiéng bwdc chan
nhe that nhe 1am tat cd quay dau lai. Thay gido day piano, thay Pilgrim,
hién ra & dau kia hanh lang. Charlie sttng sot khi thay thay. N6 twéng thay
Pilgrim da roi trwong roi chi.

“Chao thay Pilgrim a,” no6 lén tiéng.

“Chao em, em la...” 6ng thay gido 16 vé béi r6i.

“T6i dé nghi ong vé lai phong nhac, 6ng Pilgrim,” Manfred hong hach.
“T6i nghi...”

“Ba bép trwdng sé mang do an cho 6ng.”

“T6i khong déi,” thay Pilgrim hoang mang, 1ap chap gat mot tim téc den
ra khoi guwong mat tai xanh ctia minh.

“Tuy 6ng. Di di, cac tro,” Manfred xua hai thang nhé xu6ng hanh lang.
Khi tat cd xudng tdi tién sanh roi, han khod canh ctra c6 xwa sau lung lai.

“Thay nhot thay Pilgrim ngoai dé r6i,” Charlie néi.

“Trong chit,” Manfred chinh lai. “Khoa lao trong ay la dé t6t cho lao.
Lao khong thé chiu n6i ddm dong ma.” Han héch céi c6 gay ngang ra va
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trirng tri'ng nhin Charlie. “Céi do khodc ra r6i vé phong ngu chung cta
may ngay.”

Charlie khong sg d6i mat thdi mién den thui cia Manfred. N6 téo ton
nhin trd lai va chinh Manfred 1a ké phéi quay mat di. Han da mat quyén
phép, Charlie nghi. Nhung bay gid c6 cai gi do khang khac... Pé 1a céi gi
nhi?

Manfred thoc hai tay vao tdi quan va hung huc buwéc di khoi.

Tré vé phong ngu chung, Charlie va Billy ngoi trén giwvong va cho dgi.
Bung ching bat dau soi uc uc. Con ca tiéng dong ho nita méi t6i gio an
triva. Charlie khong nghi minh c6 thé cam cy dugc chit nao nita néu khong
c6 miéng gi an do. N6 vira quyét dinh tdi cho ba bép trudng thi ké dwa tin
cua ba xuat hién.

May tiéng cho sta bén ngoai ctta théng bado May Phiic téi.

“P6 an!” Billy bay chiu khoéi giwvdong. “May Phic néi da cé thic an &
can-tin.” N6 mé& ctra va vo vo cai dau nhan nhiim cia con ché gia. “Cam on
nha, May Phuc.”

Trong can-tin, hai diva thay mot dong banh mi kep dé san trén ban.
Chuing nghe thdy tiéng ba bép trudng ra 1énh trong nha bép. Xem ra noi nay
lai dang ndo dong rung chuyén lan nita, véi hon mot tram suat an trua dac
san can chuan bi dé don vao phong an. Khi Charlie va Billy dn xong phan
banh ctia minh, chiing dom vao nha bép, hy vong it nhat ciing sé duwgc mot
cai banh bich quy so-co6-la.

“Trong tran kia kia,” ba bép trudng chi tay n6i. Mat ba dé phirng phtrng,
chiéc tap dé lem ludc nhitng vét vang va nau. “A nay, Charlie, con 13y gié
xé4ch roi ra ctra chinh vao lic mudi hai rudi nhé. Ong cau cta con sé dén
don con day.”
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“Ong cau Paton? Sao dng ay di dugc. Ong ay khong bao gig...”

“Khong dwoc cling phdi dugc thoi,” ba bép trwdng thé phu phu. “Cha ai
ranh ma di ca. Ta nghe bdo la tit ca da thu xép xong roi. Nao, di di!”

Chop v6i mdy thanh s6-c6-la cia minh xong, hai thang bé lui ra. Charlie
nhin dong hé deo tay cia minh. Mwoi hai gio hai muwoi. N6 con mudi phut
dé goi ghém do6 dac va di ra cong chinh.

“Em c6 chac la em khong mudn vé véi anh khong?” Charlie hoi khi
ching chay 1én tdi phong ngu chung.

“Em mudn xem nhitng quy ba dién dam da hdi,” Billy n6i. “Dé sau dé
con ké lai cho tat ca cac anh chi nghe.” Thang nhé khong néi thém rang né
con mudn twéng twgng mot trong nhitng quy ba khiéu vii xinh dep do6 1a me
no.

Ldo Weedon dang cho & tién sanh khi Charlie 6m gi6 xach chay ram ram
xuong cau thang. Con ding mot phut nita dé ra t6i cong.

“Suyt nita thi khong xong hd, Charlie Bone?” Lao Weedon c6 kiéu n6i
khay khién Charlie ltic nao ciing mudn dop lai cau gi dé vo 1é. Nhung n6
hoi chgn céi lao tap vu dau troc rau ria xom xoam nay. Néu bay gio' ma néi
gi d6 hg hénh thi coi chirng 1do Weedon nhdt né vao phong chira do, hodc
té hon nita.

“Cam on,” Charlie rdn ra néi khi lao tap vu to bé rit nhitng céi chot va
mo& khoa ctra ra.

“Ctra chira m@ hay sao dy nhi?” Lao Weedon tréu choc.

“Chua, thuva ngai.”
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Lao Weedon ma hi hi mot canh cwa. Charlie thot minh lach qua khoang
hé ti ti &y va chay bang qua manh san gach. N6 nhdy tung tung tir cau
thang xudng quang truong rai séi, suyt nita thi nga chui nhui ¢ bac thang
cudi cung. N6 qué sung suéng khi thdy chiéc xe hoi cia Ong cau Paton dau
¢ dau quang truong.

Ong cau Paton khong nghe thay tiéng goi hd héi cta Charlie. Ong deo
kinh ram va dang mé mai tha hon vao td bao dat trén dui.

“Ong cau Paton!” Charlie giat manh canh ctra xe va chui tot vao ghg,
“Con day.”

Ong cau Paton nhin 1én. “A, day roi,” 6ng mim vé&i Charlie mdt nu cudi
mo nhat.

“Moi tht déu 6n cht a? Y con 1a ngoai Maisie. Ngoai c6 con... con...?”
“Khong c6 gi thay déi, ta e 1 vdy,” Ong cau Paton thd dai.

“Con xin 16i lam 0ng phai di ra ngoai vao ban ngay. Ong da gay ra tai
nan nao chwa?”

“Pén gio thi chia,” Ong cau Paton 6 may. Ong dudng nhu dang & tan
dau tan dau.

“Ong c6 khée khong, Ong cau?” Charlie hoi.

“Ta 4? U, khée. Chi 1a... ¢, ta lo lang cho me may do, Charlie.”
“Sao a?” Charlie hoang hon.

“Me may sé di du Pai Da Viu.”

“Me?” Charlie khong thé tin néi. “Lam sao ma dwgc? Ho doi nao cho me
con di. Ma di vdi ai? Me con dy ha? Khong doi nao?”
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“Ho, c6 thé chi.” Ong cau Paton dan ban chan xudng va ho chom 1én
con duong soi, phong ra khoi quang treong.
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Chuong 13: Nhat Ky Ong Bartholomew

Ong cau Paton kién quyét di theo tuyén duwdng co thé tranh moi tram dén
giao thong. Biét bao lan r6i, chi mét cai liéc mat vao dén dé thi két qua da
la mot con mua thuy tinh.

Charlie thdy khé ma kién nhan dugc, ct lién tuc quang nhitng cau hoi vé
phia 6ng cau, nguwdi xem ra khong c6 cau tra 101, mac du ong biét rd thw
moi c6 Amy la tir cai cra hang Vwong Quoc da cung cap nhitng con tom he
chét ngwoi kia.

“Khong chirng ho muon boi thwong cho me chau veé tai nan cia ngoai
Maisie”, Charlie noi.

Ong cau Paton lic dau, “Vu ric réi cia ngoai Maisie khong phai 1a tai
nan. N6 cé chu y nham loai ta ra khéi vong chién. Va hanh vi cia me may
nhitng ngay gan day khién ta tin rang 10i moi dé v6i me may c6 y nghia
hon nhiéu mot chuyén boi thwong don thuan. C6 ay c goi la twoi réi.”

“Twoi r6i?” Charlie chwa bao gio nghe ttv nay dung cho me minh.

“Mot phit nita théi may s& thdy ta muén néi gi.” Ong cau Paton dirng xe
lai bén ngoai nha s6 9. “H6m nay me may khong di lam.”

Charlie ra khoi xe va lao 1én bac cap truwéc khi Ong cau no rut chia khéa
xe. Vira xong vao trong hanh lang, Charlie da goi toang 1én hét c& “Me! Me
oi!”
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No6i Bone bat ra khéi nha bép va quat am ca 1én, “Im! May 16n twdng roi
khong con nho nhit gi ma goi me cai kiéu ay.”

“Chau muén cho me biét chau da vé,” Charlie n6i, bay vot 1én lau truwéc
khi ba noi kip ngan no lai.

N6 tim thady me trong can phong nho ctia me & tang trén cung ngoi nha.
B0 dam da hoi la vat dau tién né trong thay khi mé ctra ra. Chiéc vay treo
trén tu ditng, mau xanh nwéc bién dam, sang bong, cé nhitng sgi day thanh
manh, vong eo that nhé va phan vay dai xoe rong.

“Con thich n6 khong, Charlie?” C6 Amy Bone ngudc 1én khoi ban trang
diém. To6c co cling khac. Bong mu6t va sudn thang véi nhitng dai toc vang
cung sang mau hon.

“Me, tai sao me di da hoi nay?” Charlie hoi.

“Charlie, dirng nghiém trong thé con.” Gwong mat mGi mé twoi roi cia
c6 Amy Bone mim cudi vdi n6 trong gwong. “Me mudn huwdng chut thu
vui. Me lai mu6n di choi va lai bitng sang.” Trong c6 ruc rd, 10ng lay,
khong con la chinh c6 chut nao.

Charlie nuét nwéc miéng khé nhoc va héi, “Me sé di vdi ai?”

“Ngai Noble. D6 1a ngudi quan Iy mdi cia Vewong Qudc. Mot ngudi dan
ong dé thuong. Con sé thich ngai 4y cho ma xem, Charlie.”

“Thich 6ng ay? Tai sao con phai thich?”
“Ngai ay tot vdi me, Charlie. Cha nhé diéu do khong co6 y nghia gi véi

con sao? Ngai ay lam me cam thdy minh rat dac biét,” giong co troi mo
mang. “Ngai ay noéi toan nhitng 10i tuyét diéu.”
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Charlie di tGi cai vay dam xanh nwéc bién va s& vao minh vai tron bong,
c6 cam giac nhw bi bo bua. “Coé phaéi ba c6 Venetia may céi 4o dam nay
khong, me?”

“Q, Charlie, khong phai dau. Me mua né & Vwong Quéc ddy. Chinh mat
me nhin c6 gai goi hang.”

“Chac gia né bang mot qua bom qu4,” Charlie 1am bam.

“Po la mot moén qua,” me né noédi, hoi hoi mac .

Mot céi bay thi giong hon, Charlie nghi tham. “Me khong thé dé ngoai
Maisie mot minh,” n6 vudt miéng. “Pang dong ciing nhw thé ma. Chinh me
da bédo 1a khong thé ma.”

“Théi dirng ngdc a, Charlie. Ong cau Paton sé& 1én day néu ngoai
Maisie... tan bang. Néu con khong thé néi dwgc cau nao cho dé nghe thi tot
hon con nén di di.”

Ban tay Charlie buong thong xuong. N6 cam thay minh da bai tran. N6
khong biét phai st dung vii khi nao dé chong lai ga dan 6ng dang danh cap
me no6 bang nhitng 16i dwong mat. N6 1ai thti ra khoi phong me va dong
ctra lai.

Trén duwong xuéng lau, Charlie ghé vao tham ngoai Maisie. Ba van nam
trong bon tam. Ai d6 da deo mat na ngu lén mat ba, nhw thé khién ba trong
giong mot tén trom hon 1a mot ba ngoai bi dong citng. Ngoai trir cai 4o lanh
mau hong.

“May doi chi gi,” ndi Bone noi khi Charlie 16 vao nha bép.

“Khong cam on, chau an trwa roi,” Charlie néi.
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“Ta dau c6 moi, ta chi hoi thoi,” ba ndi n6 noi, khong nhin 1én khoi to
bao.

Charlie thg dai. “Gié do an c6 téi khong a?” N6 hoi.

“T6i chit. Ong cau Paton khong dung t6i thi nao, d6 khd. Ngon thé con
doi,” noi Bone chep maoi.

“Vay la khong con gi a?”

“MGt mau vun cling khéng”.

Charlie lai thé dai. N6 di 1én 1au va gb cira phong Ong cau.

“Vao day, thang chau cung, vao day,” f)ng cau Paton goi vong ra.

Charlie di vao va ngbi 1én mép giwdng bira bon kinh hon cia Ong cau,
trong khi Ong cau Paton c6 dn vai t& bao vao trong mot ngin kéo ban viét.

“Ong ndi ding, Ong cau a,” Charlie au sau. “Me con con hon ca twoi réi
nita. Ma con nghi hinh nhw me bi bé bua ro6i hay sao ay.”

“Ta ciing nghi vay!” Ong cau Paton xoay chiéc ghé lai va nhin chong
chong vao Charlie. “Nhung ma nhin nay, khong phai tat ca déu thé tham va
u am dau. Chung ta c6 tin md&i cho con day.”

“Tin t6t chit a?” Charlie khap khéi hy vong.

“Tht vi, it nhat 1a vay,” Ong cau bao né. “Trong khi cic quy ba giéi
giang cua ching ta di dv Pai Da V1, c6 Ingledew sé dén day dung bira t6i
v6i ching ta. Con Emma chac sé & gia dinh Vertigo. Julia c6 mot géi qua
b6 hap dan nhat cho con, va ca hai ta déu dang phat sot 1én mudn biét trong
do6 cé gi.”
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“Cho con 4?” Charlie hoang mang. Ong cau khong thé néi gi thém véi
no, vi vay no di vé phong minh va d& gio xach ra. Con buwém trang tir rém
ctra s6 bay xudng dau 1én vai nd. Charlie cdm thdy do la cach cay gay phép
don mung minh.

Thoi gian 16 do tr6i qua, Charlie nghi dén viéc qua tham Benllamin,
nhung n6é cam thay ngai ngai nha s6 12, vi biét co6 chi Brown la gian diép.
Chac roi Benjamin sé sang vGi né thoi.

Vao luc bay gio, canh cita phong noi Bone bat ma@ va ba ta loat soat
xuong cau thang. Ctra tredc dong cai ram va Charlie nhin ra ctta s6 phong
no. Bén duwdi duong, boi Bone va hai ba co cua Charlie, ba Venetia va ba
Eustacia, dang ditng chum chum, thi tha thi tham. Tat ca ho déu dién do
choang da mau den, dai thugt, nhing ba c6 Venetia trong dac biét tron nhay
hon ca. Ong a 6ng 4nh nhu vét nhét 6c sén.

Ba ba c6 chui vao xe hoi cta c6 Eustacia, va ngay phtt sau chiéc xe da
gam rd dién cuéng, chom mot phat tdi tan cudi dwong Filbert. Vai gidy sau,
c6 tiéng lua sot soat bén ngoai phong Charlie. Canh ctta phong n6 mé ra va
mot mot phu nit budc vao. Charlie gan nhw khéng nhan ra. Lé nao nguoi
phu nt xinh dep vay xanh da troi nay la me minh sao?

“Tréng me thé nao?” Co hoi.

Anh mét Charlie ra xudng canh tay tran xanh xao ctia me. Mot céi lic
bac rong bao quanh c6 tay trai, nhwng chi€c nhan kim cwong da khong con.
Charlie ruing minh. N6 chwa bao gio thay me khong deo nhan ca. Khong
bao gio.

“Nhan cua me dau?” Charlie nhin vao mat c6 Amy.

“Nhan caa me a? O, me thao né ra r6i. Me khong muon téa sang qua,
phai khong nao?” R6i me n6 cudi nhéch mot cai ngd ngan.
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“Nhung ma me...”

“Chtc ngu ngon, Charlie,” me né bat ngd ctui xuoéng hon 1én ma né, va
Charlie bi phu trum trong mét luéng hwong la vé cung. Mat vai phat, né
diéng duc ra, roi mdi chay boé xudng cau thang dudi theo me. C6 ngudi da
nhan chudng va c6 Amy Bone roi can nha ma khong ngoai lai lan nao. Mot
ngwoi dan 6ng mac dong phuc den dong canh ctra sau lung c6 lai.

“Me!” Charlie giat ctta m@ ra, ding ltic thdy me né chui vao ghé sau mot
chiéc limousine dai, vang chée. Cira s6 xe mo hoi swong nén n6 khéng thé
nhin qua dugc. Nguwdi dan 6ng mac dong phuc den, khong nghi ngo gi 1a tai
x€ riéng, liéc Charlie mot cai rgn ngudi, réi ngoi vao ghé ganh cho tai xé.
Chiéc limousine lwét di, nhe ru nhw mot con ran.

“Pirng ditng ngay troi lanh nita, cwng,” Ong cau Paton dén ding sau
Charlie.

“Ong cau Paton, dng c6 thdy me con khong?”

“Khong. Rat tiéc. Ta bo 18 16i. C6 dy dep 1dm nhi?” Ong cau Paton 16i
Charlie qua bén va déng ctra lai.

“Vang,” Charlie than tho. “Nhung me da thao chiéc nhan ra ro6i.”

“Hirm. Diéu d6 biéu thi cai gi, ta ty héi? O mau lén, gitp ta don ban dén
co Julia di. Co ay dén day khong biét lic nao day.”

Ho di vao nha bép, & d6 Ong cau Paton da thdp nén 1én tat ca chd nao c6
thé cdm nén dwoc. Charlie sip dao, nia, thia trong khi Ong cau ldy ly. C6
mui thom phitc pha ra tir 10 nwéng, va dén khi co Ingledew tGi thi Charlie
do6i bung dén noi da xai tai ba chiéc banh quy wa thich cta noi Bone.

Cai g6i gidy mau nau ma co Ingledew dem tdi trong qua la mai goi. N6
duwgc budc day k¥ lwdng va dong rat nhiéu xi niém phong. Charlie khong
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biét phéi bat dau thao ra tir dau. Tén ctia Charlie dugc ghi bang nét chit in
to @ phia trén dia chi cta co Ingledew.

“Dugc gai toi tan noi nhé,” co Ingledew bao vai Charlie,” do mot phu nit
16n tudi nguwoi Trung Hoa, trong rut re.”

“Ba Meng!” Charlie suyt danh roi cai goi.
“Meng?” Ong cau né héi. “Chau biét ngusi phu nit Trung Hoa nay a?”

Charlie lvdng ly. Khi bu6t miéng thot ra tén cia ba Meng, né da pha v
mot nira 101 hiva véi 6ng Bartholomew. Nhung chac chan, trong tat ca
nhitng ngudi co trén doi nay, Ong cau Paton va co Ingledew 1a nguoi dang
tin cay nhat. Vi vay n6 ngoi xudng, dat cai goi 1én dui va ké cho ho nghe tat
ca vé chuyén di tdi dong hoang, va can trong thuat lai thém nhitng gi né da
nghe dugc trong su6t Tiéc Chiéu Dai M6t Tram Vi Hiéu Truéng.

“Co khong thich vu nay ti nao,” c6 Ingledew néi. “Co sg tat ca cac chau
r6i sé roi vao tay ctia nhitng ké khung khiép.”
Ong cau Paton dwdng nhw khong lo dén mitc ay. “Vay 1a cha cua tién si

Bloor d trd lai,” 6ng bat ra. “Um, ta khong bao gi® ngd t6i.”

“Chau da hita v6i 6ng ay la sé khong néi gi hét,” Charlie tan ngan, xé
manh gidy mau nau. “Ong ay khong muén bat cit ai biét chuyén ca.”

“Ta khong trach 6ng dy. Ong 4y von van xung khic véi 1do Ezekiel, cha
ctia Ong ay, va cling chwa bao gi¢ thuan hoa dugc véi con trai minh. Thé r6i
Mary chét,” Ong cau Paton lic dau, “T6i nghiép Barty.” [Barty 14 tén than
mat cua ong Bartholomew. (ND)]

“Ong &y biét cha con,” Charlie néi.
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“Ping vay,” Ong cau Paton dwa cho Charlie mot con dao xét thit bo. “Ho
thwong di leo nii v6i nhau, chi mot nam trwde khi Lyell... bién mat.”

Charlie dung con dao cat sgi day cudi cung va td gidy mau nau bung roi
xuong san, cung v4i vai quyén sach nho. Charlie nhat ching 1én. Quan
queo va bac mau swong gid, moi quyén dugc cot lai bang mot sgi day da
moéng dé gilt nhitng trang gidy xdc xéch va quan mép lai vGi nhau.

“Nhat ky,” co Ingledew thot 1én. “Coi nay, tat ca déu c6 in nam & ngoai
bia. Mo6i quyén la nam nam. Tuyét qua di mat.”

“Nhat ky a?” Charlie néi. “Tai sao 6ng ay lai g&i nhat ky dén cho con?”

Ong cau Paton khuyén hay &n bita t6i do 6ng dic biét chuan bij da roi
hang xem chong nhat ky cua 6ng Bartholomew. Vit ro-ti, ct cai ham, khoai
tay, ca rot va dau nhanh chéng xuat hién trén ban, tiép nita la mot 6 banh
pudding dita tan chay trong miéng. Ong cdy Paton rd rang 1a di c6 géng hét
strc dé tao an twgng vdi khach.

Ngay khi chén dia dugc don di, Charlie dat chong nhat ky 1én ban va m&
sgi day da dau tién ra. Khi mé quyén sach ra, né thdy mot 14 thw kep bén
trong.

“Charlie than mén,” n6 doc, “ta nghi chau can phai biét chau dang phai
chong lai thé lyc nao. Chau cé néi dén “cai bong” va cudi cung ta da nhé ra
tén cda han. Trong nhitng cudn sé nhat 1y nay, ta da danh dau cac noi ma
han dwgce nhac t6i. Chau doc roi sé thay, ta da di chu du dé day rat nhiéu
trede khi an cu lac nghiép ¢ Trung Hoa. Tai moi quoc gia ta t6i, ta déu
nghe dugc nhitng cau chuyén vé Vua Do. Va ta da ghi lai tat ca, va mot
ngay nao do, chau sé c6 thoi gian dé doc lai tat cd. Nhung bay gio chau can
phai tdp trung vao nhitng gi lién quan t6i ‘cai béng’ dang sg kia. Han ta
dugc biét dén dwdi rat nhiéu tén khac nhau, nhung & day, 6 chau Au nay,
han 1a ba twéc Harken Badlock.
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Khi chau chap noi nhitng thong tin c6 that vé cai bong dé, chau sé biét
han ta 1a m&t ké san nguwdi va giét ngwdi. han an cap linh hén va lam tan v&
nhitng trai tim. Sinh vat nao roi tring han déu phai hitng chiu diéu do. Bau
dé trong nhitng quyén nhat ky nay c6 mot cau than chu cé thé danh bai han.
Ta da chép lai nguyén van bang ngén ngit ciia nguwdi da tao ra no, va ta tin
rang no sé dan chau t6i Vua Bé. Nhung c6 1€ chau can co sy giup d& méi
hiéu n6 duoc.

“Hay bao trong. ban cua ta, dirng sg.
Bartholomew.”

Co Ingledew chup ldy 14 thw khi n6 vuot ra khoi tay Charlie. “Lé ra 6ng
ay khong nén viét nhitng 10i 1€ nhw thé,” c6 gay gat, “n6 lam Charlie s¢
chét khiép mat.”

“Chéu can phai biét,” Charlie noi.

Ong cau Paton gii dau, “Pé& xem nao.” Ong cam chong nhat ky 1én.
Quyén nao cling c6 vai tam thé danh dau bang da mong nho ra. “Bat dau tw
nam 1965 nao.”

Mot con mua tuyét dot ngdt cudn qua ctra s6 va c6 Ingledew dong rem
lai. Ong cau Paton mang thém mot cdy nén nita 1én ban va ho kéo xich ghé
lai gan nhau, dé tat ca déu c6 thé doc dwoc nét chit loang ngoang, phai mau
phiéu du cua ong Bartholomew Bloor.

Hau nhu khong ai thot ra duwgc 16i nao. Ho chi nhac nhau khi nao phai 1at
qua trang mdi, hay boc 16 cam xtc tredc mot tdi ac nao dé khong tin noi.
Pém trd lanh hon va nén lui dan, cho dén khi chiing chi con la nhitng mau
sap nhap nhoe. Ong cau Paton ditng 1én va ldy nhitng cdy nén mdi tir ngin
kéo ra.
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Ho doc mai. Ca ba ngwoi gio da bi hiat hon vao nhitng cudc phiéu luvu
tirng dan 6ng Bartholomew t&i viéc kham pha ra nhitng cau chuyén veé “céi
béng”. Dudng nhw 6ng da di qua hau nhw moi quéc gia chau Au, chau A,
chau Phi. Nhung chinh ti¥ cudc hanh trinh t6i nwéc Y ma dng da kham pha
ra su that vé nguon goc cta bitc chan dung Vua Dé.

Mot ngudi tén la Luigi Salutati dwgc thira ké tdm 4o choang mau dé cta
Vua Do ttr t6 tién minh la cong chiia Guanhamara. Luigi 1a mot hoa si, va
khong 1o lic nao, vao thé ky thit 15, 6ng da tGi Venice dé tho gido hoa si vi
dai Jacopo Bellini. Mot dém no, mot minh trong xuwong vé, Luigi quan
chiéc 4o 1én vai cho am. Ngay khi vira choang chiéc 4o vao ngudi, 6ng lién
bi ché ngw bdi niém khao khat phéi vé chan dung mot ngudi dan 6ng hay
dén tham minh trong nhitng gidc mo. Guwong mat do6 gio day trd nén ro rang
d6i véi 6ng nhu thé ho cung & trong mot can phong. Nhan ra day chac han
1a t6 tién minh, vi Vua D6 huyén thoai, va Luigi bat dau vé ngai. Nhung
trong khi vé, Luigi nhan thady c6 mot thé Iyc thu dich hién hitu trong phong,
mot cai bong ct nhat myc doi di vao chan dung. Cho du c6 hét sttc, Luigi
van khong thé ngan dugc nét co ctia minh tréch ra, ngay ché mot bong den
bat dau hinh thanh dang sau dang hinh ctia Vua B4, Luigi tha that la minh
da roi vao quyén nang ctia mot thay bua ac tdm nao do, ké nhat quyét phai
am anh cho dwoc ky trc vé Vua Dé.

Birc tranh da & lai Venice su6t cho dén khi nhitng hau dué ctia Luigi dem
né qua nwdc Anh vao thé ky 16. Pay ciing chinh la thdi gian ma ho doi ho
cua minh thanh Silk.

“Gabriel!” Charlie thot lén. “Gia dinh Gabriel 1a chu nhan cta bitc chan
dung Vua bo.”

“Gio thi khong con nita,” Ong cdu Paton ra ngén tay xudng trang giay.
“O day viét rd 1a bitc chan dung da bi mua tir nha Silk bing nhitng tht doan
Itra bip va hién dang treo ¢ Hoc vién Bloor.”
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Charlie dui mat. Poc sach dwdi anh nén that chang dé dang gi, nhat la khi
né bat dau ga gat. “Doi trd,” Charlie n6i. “Téat ca nhitng gi con da nghe vé
ba twéc Harken Badlock khi con chui dwéi gam ban déu la déi trd. Ho bao
han da dén dé bao vé nhitng nguwdi con ctia nha vua, nhung that ra han chi
muon gay roi loan ma thoi. Han day ho cach giét chéc va tra tan; san tha
dén tuyét ching, nhw 6ng Bartholomew da néi day.”

“Thé 1a qua nhiéu cho sach cta chiing ta, Julia a,” Ong cau Paton nhan
xét. “Anh chuwra bao gio tim thdy mot dong tham khao nao vé con ngwoi nay
trong thu vien cua anh.”

“Em cling khong c6,” c6 Julia néi, “Nhwng chac r6i cling dén lic nguoi
ta khong con thién cam lam cho nhung ngwdi nhw ga ba twdc day. Con chau
ctia ndam nguoi con di theo han mot cach mu quang chac han da quyét dinh
cat dit han khai tiéu st ctia minh.”

“Trt co Chrystal,” Charlie lam bam trong mot cai ngap. “Co ta da chon
mot cai ho khién ngwoi ta lién twéng vé cai gi dé xinh dep va tot bung.
Trong khi ho that c6 ta la Tilpin.” N¢ lai ngap mot cai hoanh trang nita.
“Chau tu héi trede khi 1ay chong thi ¢o ta ho gi.”

“Téi Idc ngn roi, Charlie Bone,” 6ng cau no6 bao. “Chuing ta da doc hét
nhitng phan 6ng Bartholomew danh dau cho chiing ta r6i, gio ngu di thoi.
Pém nay chiing ta chang thé lam thém dwgc gi nita dau.”

Charlie thd phao khi bi xua di nga. Mat n6 da dip rip lai. Bé chéng nhat
ky d6 cho 6ng cau va co Ingledew, n6 16 phd chiic ho ngta ngon va di vé
givong minh.

Luc di ngang qua phong tam, né thdy con buém trang bay phap phéi bén
ngoai canh ctta dong. Sao minh vo tam qua! Con buém do la cay gay phép.
Ma cay gay phép c6 thé gitip minh. M§ ctra ra, n6 buwdc vao trong. Phai
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chang no tuweng tuwgng, hay la ngoai Maisir da 1am vao giai doan dong ciing
sau hon? Charlie kéo chiéc mat na Ién tran ba va thdy mat ba da nham.

“O lai v&i tui con di, ngoai Maisie,” né thi thAm. “C6 1én. Niu chic nhé.
Chung con sé giup ngoai.”

Con buwém trang bay luan quan quanh béng den, va Charlie voi tat dén di.
Gio chi con anh sang toa ra tiw doi canh bac trang lap 16a ciua con buém.
Sinh vat nhé dau 1én ban chan ctia ngoai Maisie va bo tir tir vé phia mat ba.
Lén tGi cam ba, n6 bay vut 1én khong va lwgn 10 quanh d6i mat nham
nghién cta ngoai Maisie. Thinh linh, mat ngoai mé ra.

“Ngoai Maisie!” Charlie reo to. “Ngoai Maisie, ngoai Maisie, tr¢ lai di.

Con day, Charlie ne!”

Dudng nhw ngoai c6 trong thay né va moi ba hoi nhich mot ti ti. Con
buwém trang bay xudng va dau lén mai téc xam quan ctia ba. Mot mang wng
héng hién ngang ma ngoai Maisie, nhung réi thinh linh, mat ba mo di va
mot nét kinh hoang xuat hién trén guwong mat. Mi mat sup xuong va trong
ngoai Maisie bi dong citng hon bao gio hét. Ké da lam déng citng ngoai
Maisie c6 1€ mudn chitng té han manh hon ca Charlie va cay gay phép cua
no cong lai.

Charlie thay théu tré lai givong cung vdi con buwdm trang dau trén vai.
Dau mét dir dir nhing né biét minh sé khong thé ngu duoc.

kK

Billy Raven dang quy gbi noi chiéu nghi ngay trén dai sanh. May Phtic
ngoi tum hup bén canh n6. Hai canh cong chinh dé mé toang va tirng trang
mua tuyét theo chan khach khita théi vao. Billy chwa bao gio trong thay
trong cung mot lic cé nhiéu ngwoi trang phuc la lwgt dep dén thé. Dac biét
la nhitng phu ni?, tréng nhw thé ho buwdc ra tir nhitng cau chuyén co tich.
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Mau sac nhitng b dam da hoi sao ma hap dan. Ngay ca cac ba c6 gia khom
cta Charlie trong cling rat ra dang.

Dot nhién tiéng chuyén tro lang xuong. Cac vi hiéu truéng quay dau vé
phia ctta va mot doi budc vao. Billy bau chac 1ay con tién cau thang. Nguoi
phu nit d6 la me cia Charlie, c6 Bone. C6 Bone ma Billy chwa titng thay
bao gid. Xiém y xanh da trdi bap bénh, nhin ¢6 nhw mét nit than sang choi.

MGt tiéng g dac nghet trong c6 hong May Phiic. Con ché lti sitng lai,
tru 1én va run cam cap.

“May Phuc, gi vay?” Billy nhe nhang ngam nga.
“Xanh la cay... nguoi dan ong... cai bong,” May Phuc tru léen.

“Nguoi dan 6ng xanh 1a cay?” Billy ng6é xudng tién sanh. Me cta Charlie
dang vin canh tay ctia nguwdi dan 6ng mic com-1é nhung xanh 14 cay. Ong ta
c6 mai toc ram day nhudm mau vang kim va cai miii diéu hau.

Billy dich ra khéi cho c6 anh sang dén. “Céi bong!” N6 nin thé. “Tao
phéi noi cho anh Charlie méi dugc.”

May Phuc guc gac, “Di mau di.”
“Phai, phai do, tao di day.”

Billy vira ldo ddo dirng lén thi mot giong quat, “May lam gi & day?” Va
Manfred tir hanh lang X0 ra.

“Em... em chi dang nhin thoi, thwa ngai,” Billy lap bap.
“Tréng may giong gian diép hon,” Manfred néi lanh bang.

“Khong. Khong phai gian diép. That ma.”
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“Tiéc 1a may khong lam do tham cho tao nita,” d6i mat den tan bao cua
Manfred gam vao mat Billy va nhin tritng trirng vao dé.

Po6i mat bach tang mau do cua Billy ludn ludon cudng lai dugc luong thoi
mién cua Manfred, nhwng t6i nay Billy cam thdy Manfred c6 gi d6 khang
khac. Anh mét hin da mat di stc manh tirng c6. Cé diéu gi d6 da thay doéi.

“Pirng c6 dirtng dé ma tro mat ra nhin,” Manfred nat nd. “Bi ngti mau.
Pem ca con ché ghé nay xuéng nha bép.”

Nhwng Billy van dang ngd ra nhin Manfred, c6 doan xem chuyén gi da
xdy ra véi han.

“Tao bdo gi ha?” Manfred thop 1ay co tay Billy, va mot anh chép xet ra
khi nhitng ngén tay nghéu ngao cta han an vao da thit Billy. Thang nhé
cam thay nhuw nguyén canh tay minh boc chay.

“0i!” Billy rti lén.

Nhiéu vi khach nguwdc nhin 1én, nhung Manfred da 16i Billy di khoi chiéu
nghi vao hanh lang. “Pi ngu,” han rit 1én.

Canh tay Billy dwgc budng ra, va con trai 6ng hiéu triedng ngoat dau bo
di. Mot ldc sau la tiéng nhitng budc chan di xuong cau thang.

Khéc that thit vi dau dén, Billy chay u tré vé phong ngt chung. N6 gio
canh tay ra dudi voi nwéc lanh nhung con dau van c dai dang. Cé bon lan
sau dé tay phia trén c6 tay né, va mot vét bén duwdi, choé ngén cai cam vao
da thit né. Lirc thoi mién ciia Manfred da dugc thay thé bang mot céi gi dé
con ghé godm hon nita.

Billy nam trén givong, gilt canh tay bi thwong vat qua nguwoi. May Phitic
nhay lén va dinh liém tay n6, nhung Billy day con ché di. “Vo ich,” né 1am
bam. “Xin 16i, May Phuc.”
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“Xin 161, xin 16i, xin 16i,” con ché gia tru 1én.

Anh sang choéi 16i trong phong ngi chung bit dau 1am Billy nhitc dau. N6
can dwgc vo vé. Bo ra khéi giwong, no tat den di va dat ca nam ngon nén
nguwoi nguwoi gidam ho cho minh 1én bau ctra s6. Mt dom sang nhé xiu xuat
hién trén dau moi ngon nén va tat ca gop thanh mot thir anh sang thanh diu.

Billy bat dau thd dé hon. Bau n6 nhe di va canh tay né théi khong buot
thon nita. Mot 14t sau nhitng mang do sung tdy hoan toan 1an mat.

Charlie nghe thay tiéng dong co r6 nhe dudi dwong. N6 lan khoi givong
va chay ra ctra so.

Chiéc limousine vang chée dau bén ngoai can nha s6 9. Mot ngudi dan
ong ban com-1é nhung xanh 14 cay buéc vong ra sau xe va m@ canh ctra gan
1é dwong. Me ctia Charlie buwdc ra: b dam xanh da trdi ctia me 14p lanh
trong anh den dwong. Ho budc vé phia ng6i nha, canh tay ctia ngudi dan
ong choang qua vai co Amy.

“Me, dirng dé han hon me.” Charlie khan cau.

Khi cdp do6i gan dén bac cap, nguoi dan 6ng cti dau xuéng va hon vao
mo6i Amy. Charlie cdm thay nhw thé moi hoi thé da bi tong ra khéi nguoi
minh. Khi me n6 buwéc 1én cita trede, nguwoi dan 6ng ngé 1én va trong thay
Charlie & ctra s6. Han mim cuwdi. Va ngay khoanh khac dé, Charlie biét
rang me minh da bi mét thay bua hon phai.
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Chuong 14: Tam Hinh Bi Thay Doi

Loi chao nong nhiét dén tat ca khach hang cta ching toi.

Do la ndi dung tdm bién treo & ctra quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng. Bén dudi
tam bién la danh sach tat ca nhitng mén an méi thém vao thywc don ngay
Cha nhat. Hién nhién ba Onimous dao nay hay ché bién nhitng mén vo
cung dac biét dé don mirng sy tr¢ vé cia muong thu.

Khi Charlie buwéc vao, n6 dung ngay phai chi bao vé Norton, mdc ao
thun hong trang tri nhitng con voi néi bat.

“Vao di, Charlie. Ban bé cau dang kia, c6 thém mét con chuot kiéng cho
cau ddy,” Norton chi Gabriel, dang vay vay va gio 1én mot nhiim 16ng nhé
mau den pha trang.

Quan ca phé dugc trang tri rgp nhitng cd dubi nheo va dén 16ng sac sd,
khong khac gi Giang sinh.

“Ching t6i mu6n noi nay nhw mot 1é hoi béi vi bon tha da tré ve,”
Norton noi, “nhwng t6i khong chac ching c6 hiéu dwgc ctr chi nay hay
khong. Mot s6 con van chwa hét kinh hai. Nhin con meo kia thi biét, ci¥ run
nhw cay sdy. Chim chéc chang con véo von. T6i dam néi rang cai thi quy
gi lam chiing bé di c6 1€ van con lan quat quanh day.”

“Chéau cling nghi vay,” Charlie dap, roi len 16i di t6i cho Gabriel dang
ngoi cung vai Olivia, Emma va Fidelio.
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Con tho cua Olivia ric dau vao dudi cam con bé, va vit Nancy dang ngoi
duwéi gam ghé Emma.

“Nancy van ct giat minh thon thét,” Emma phan nan. “Du sao cling
mirng la né da quay ve.”

“Me t6 cho t6 mang chuong Wilfred vao dé han trong hanh lang,” Olivia
néi. “Nhin né nay, 1am la 1am 1ét.”

Con meo diéc cta Fidelio nga khi khi trong r6 meo dwdi ban. Diéc lac va
tubi gia dwong nhw da gidp né mién nhiém bau khong khi dang gay kinh
dong 10 tha non.

Fidelio khuyén Charlie nén 1ay mat it Thién Bang Xanh[2] kéo hét mat.
“Ngon cuc,” né ndi, “cé phét kem mau xanh 1a cdy, véi so-co-la va du thi
ntta.”

[2] Quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng dat tén cAc mén an rat my miéu. (ND)

Charlie ra xép hang & quay. Lysander va Homer ditng cach né hai cho,
Charlie nhan thiy con vet xam trong rat u uan. Pau rii xudi xuéng va ci
luon miéng lai nhai. “Rut lui! Rut lui! Coi chung cho!”

Con vet muon néi tGi 1ii cho6 san giong Rottweilers ctia bon nha Loom
chang? Charlie ty héi. N6 ngé quanh quan ca phé nhung khong thay béng
dang con cho6 san nao. Ciing c6 thé Homer dang nhé lai mét bién c6 da xdy
ra vdi n6 hoéi trong quan doi.

bén lugt Charlie vao quay thi mén Thién Bang Xanh da hét veo. “Xin
16i, cau ban,” 6ng Onimous suyt xoa.

“Lysander lay hai phan cudi cung r6i. C6 1€ ta nén chia moéi ngwoi mot
cai th6i? May Que Hat Béo Ngdy ndy ngon ldm. An thtt di.”
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“Chtr khong phdi cai nay la danh cho thu sao?” Charlie hoi.

“Thu, nguoi dung dugc tat,” 6ng Onimous néi kém vdi tiéng cwoi hich
hich. “An khong? Méi th* mot que nhé.”

“Nguoi an dugc a? 0, da, vang. Lam on mot que thoi,” Charlie tan ngan,
“vGi lai mot cai banh vong mit rac ging.”

Charlie vita méi ngo6i xudng thi Tancred ao vao. Norton nhang xi 1én véi
Tancred, “Khong c6 thu, khong dvugc vao!”

“Nhin kia kia,” Tancred noi, chi vao Gabriel. “Cau 4y mang vé vao ctra
cho t6i r6i.”

“Thu khong phai la vé, chang trai a,” Norton cau nhau.

Tancred dam chan mot cai, tirc thi mot luéng gié hung bao théi qua
phong. Dia, c6c vai, dao nia bay t6c 1én, khong ké Que Hat Béo Ngay,
Thién Pang Xanh, banh vong gitng cung nhiéu thit keo banh khac. May
lam sao, 6ng Onimous dung toan d6 nhya thay vi do thuy tinh hay do st,
cho nén khong bi v& thit gi. Nhung s ndo dong khién mot s6 con thi von
dang hoang so lai cang hon phi phach tan. Tiéng ru rit, thét gao, la quac
hon loan ro 1én.

Gabriel voi chop ldy mot con chudt bach chay t ra ché Tancred. “Day,
day, day, ong Norton. Chudt kiéng ctia Tancred day. Binh tinh, Tanc. Dau
sé vao d6 ca ma.”

Heé Tancred noi sung thi phai mat ca thé ky méi nguoi ngoai duoc.
Charlie va bon ban da hot lwom lai do an, gitr chat 14y dia cia minh roi,
Tancred méi huynh huych t6i nhap dam. Chia ng6i xuéng chiéc ghé trong
sat bén Lysander va sau d6 nhan thay khong c6 gi cho minh an.
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“Pay,” Lysander day cai Thién Pang Xanh thit hai ctia minh cho
Tancred.

Charlie bu6n ba nhin anh bao t6 ngoam rang vao chiéc banh trong mé ly.
Thay ro tirng giot kem va mat ong ta ra. Nhung thoi, it ra mon ay cling xoa
diu dugc con gian cua Tancred. Gi6 lang bdt chi con nhe nhe, thi thoang
m&i thoi 1at mot Que Hat Béo Ngdy hay mot chiéc banh bich quy mong.

“Nay,” Lysander néi khi moi thit da yén 6n. “Anh nghe néi em bi cdm
tic, Charlie. Em c6 thdy mot tram vi hiéu truéng khong?”

“Thay a?” Charlie nhdn manh. “Em phai n6i la thy r6 lu6n ay chit. Moi
nguoi sé khong bao gio tin ndi em da nghe dwgce gi dau.”

“NGHE GI HA?” Pam ban n6 dong thanh héi.

Charlie nuét chirng miéng banh vong girng cudi cung, chiéu xuéng bang
nuwdc dao roi ké cho bon ban tat tat nhitng thit ma né cé thé nhé dugce vé cai
dém ngoi phuc duéi gam ban. Pén doan tiét 16 ctia ¢6 Chrystal, né dyng lén
bau khong khi cang thang bang cach mo td da dau né nhoi rat 1én ra sao, va
khi n6 ké xong, dita nao cling gai gai dau.

Fidelio bi s6c hoan toan. “Phai lam gi bay gio day?” Giong né lao khao
khiép hai. “Co ay la co gido day dan cua t6.”

Su im lang 1én tdi cao trao. Khong ai biét phai noi gi.

“Co ta chang c6 gi chong lai em cd, Fidelio,” cudi cung Lysander 1én
tiéng. “Nén em c té ra binh thuong di.”

“Nhung em lam sao lam dugc thé chi?” Fidelio 1am 1ét nhin khap ban.
“Y 1a, mot khi da biét 6 ay 12 ai thi... thi em 1am sao quén diéu dé dugc?”
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“Thé con ga ba tirdc ma co ta da tha ra thi sao?” Emma 6m chat Nancy
dén do6 con vit phot ra mot tiéng quac kinh hoang. “Han dang & dau? Han
dinh sé lam gi?”

“Em c6 thé biét chac han dang ¢ dau,” Charlie néi nghiém ttc. “Han la
nguwoi quan ly mdi cia Veong Quoc va han ty xung la ngai Noble.”

“Sao em biét vay?” Tancred hai.

“Ba@i vi...” Charlie ngac ngit. N6 khong muon nhac tdi me no, nhung gio
da di xa thé nay thi khong thé ngirng lai. “Bdi vi me em da di Pai Da Vii
v&i han.”

“Qi, Charlie!” Emma bum tay 1én miéng.
Nhitng dita khac strng sot dén ndi ca lam.
“Em tinh sé thé nao?” Fidelio noi.

“Em khong biét. Em can c6 nguoi gitp do, phai khong a?” Charlie kho
SO.

Pam ban lao thao dong y va r6i lai roi vao im lang. M6t bau khong khi
am dam khong 10i ngu tri trong cad nhém, cho tGi khi, khong hé béo trudc,
Olivia quyét dinh ra tay that bao gan.

MGdi phit tredc, nguyén cai ban trong tron chi con le hoe vai vun banh,
chép mat sau trén do da thu It mot con sdu buém vang den, map u, to oanh.

Tancred thét hai va chay ban khéi ban. M6t con chu0t kiéng sg qua
phong vot 1én khong ca nita mét, con vet Homer hap tap sa xudng, nhung
chi thay bita an ctia minh da bién mat tiéu ngay tredc mat.

“Ai lam d6?” Tancred hach héi.
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“Ai lam d6?” Lysander trong gian di.
Nhitng dita biét ro tai phép cua Olivia nhap nhom kho chiu.

“Pay lam d6,” Olivia hén hd. “Trong ca dam thiéu ndo thé tham qua
chtrng, day lién nghi cac vi can mot cd hich cho xém.”

“Em,” Lysander ng& ngang. “Thé em biét lam tro khi dé tr khi nao vay?”

Olivia liéc qua Charlie, “Twr hoc ky trwéc. Cé Charlie & do, ca Fidelio va
Emma. Ngoai ra khong ai biét.”

“Tui em mudn c dé nhw vay,” Charlie néi. “It ra c6 mot nguoi dwoc ban
phép thuat ma gia dinh Bloor khong biét.”

Lysander ngodi ra sau, nhin quanh quat. “Em phdi can than ddy,” anh
nghiém trang. “Nh& ai trong quan ca phé nay thdy con quai vat vang do thi

»

Sao.

“O day thiéu gi quai vat. Khong ai doan ra dé 1a do anh dau,” Olivia cudi
mot cach ty man vai Lysander.

“Ho sé doan ra néu thay n6 bién mat,” anh quat lai.

Charlie van con déi bung. Me n6 van ngu vui ltic n6 roi khéi nha, va
khong c6 ngoai Maisie ndu cho bita sang Chu nhat td hy, n6 budc phéi cam
hoi bang mdt cuc phé mat va mét cai banh nhan nho thiu. N6 dinh ding 1én
di 1dy thém mdt Que Hat Béo Ngay nita thi da thdy ong Onimous dang di
vé phia ban cta ching. Tay 6ng vin vai mot c6 bé nho xiu xiu c6 mai téc
quan nau ndy dap dénh va doéi mat to nhw qua phi. Bé gai bung mét cai dia
day nhitng vién bi hong va xanh da troi.

“Ta muodn gidi thiéu Una véi cac chau,” 6ng Onimous noéi khi téi ban cua
tui tré. “Con bé mang mot mén madi ra moi cac chau day. Keo déo tron.”
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Bé géi cuoi twoi nhw hoa véi tat ca.

“Chao Una!” Ca bon dap lai nu cudi sang rd cua co bé.

Ong Onimous ctii sat xuéng ban hon nita va tha thi. “N6 1 con géi caa
em trai ta. Anh em sinh d6i &y ma. Do Onoria va ta khong c6 diém phiic c6

con céi, nén Una day cling khong khac gi con gai rudt cua tui ta.” Ro6i 6ng
ha thap giong hon nita. “N6 cling dugc ban phép thuat.”

Ong vira ditt 10, c6 bé dot nhién bién mat, dé lai mot dia keo déo lo Iting
trén khong.

“Khong. Khong phai lic nay, cung,” 6ng Onimous kéu lén.

Una xuat hién trd lai, van bung cai dia ma c6 bé can than dat 1én ban va
noéi, “Panh chén di!”

Moi dita lién giat 1ay mot vién keo déo. Una sung suwdng hét 1én, “Hay
qua. C@ ty nhien.”

“N6 nghich nhu ranh ay,” 6ng Onimous néi véi vé rau ri. “N6 thé 1a 16i
tai me no. Ba dy lam hw nd.” Truwdc khi lua co6 bé di khéi, ong thém, “Una
chi méi c6 nam tudi théi, nhung nhw cac chau ay, n6 rat dac biét. Cho nén
hdy nhé t6i né khi thoi co dén nhé.”

“Luc nao a, thwa ong Onimous?” Charlie hoi.

“Ai ma biét c6 gi dang rinh rap chiing ta co ch!” Ong Onimous mim
cwdi, roi titc khic nghiém vé mit rau ria lai. Ong chup 14y ban tay Una va
ca hai kéo nhau tré vo nha bép.

“Toi hy vong ga ba twdc chi chi dé khong rinh rap quanh day,” Gabriel
néi qua mot miéng day nhéc keo déo.
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“Hén rinh chit sao khong?” Emma néi. “Y em 1a néu hin khong rinh &
goc nay, thi cling rinh ¢ goc khac, cho tdi khi...”

“Emma, dirng bi quan thé chi¥,” Olivia chui miéng r6i ditng 1én. “Tui
minh sé tiép 1do. Tui minh c6 quyén phép ma.”

“Anh nghi ho can ban cua ching ta kia.” Lysander chi mét cap vo chéng
gia tay ban bung khay do an va bon con méo trang, moi con dau trén mot
vai.

Homer dan xép cudc tranh gianh xem ai xitng dang hwéng vién keo déo
cudi cung bang cach phap mé vét gon vién keo. Ca doan thu lvgm thi cung
ctia minh va hwéng ra ctra. Charlie 1a dita ra dén ngoai dau tién, va ngac
nhién hét sitc, né tong thang vao Benjamin va Hat Dau.

Con ché by phéng thang 1én ngwoi Charlie, hdc 1én mot tiéng mirng him,
va Charlie Iic nay m@&i nhan ra minh nhé con ché nay biét chirng nao.

“B0 khong cho minh biét may gid bo sé dén day,” Benjamin n6i nhw
budc toi. “B6 chwa vé day chir?”

Nhitng dia khac luc tuc ra khoi quan va Charlie ding dep qua bén cho
ching di, “Xin 16i, Ben,” n6 noi.

“Thé bo c6 di dao chut khong?” Benjamin wém 10i.

“Um... minh sg khong dwoc roi,” Charlie néi mot cach kém thoai mai.

N6 da hita s& gdp Ong cau tai tiém sach, nhung né khong muén c6
Benjamin 1éo déo theo sau.

Gabriel vay chao Charlie ri di theo hai anh 16n ra khéi hém Con Ech. Ca
ba anh song & trén doi bén ngoai thanh pho, va me ctia Gabriel thuwdng cho
ho di qua giang. Fidelio va bon con gai dang cho Charlie.
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“Tai sao bo lai nhw vay ha?” Benjamin héi, vGi tiéng nac nghen trong
giong noi.

Charlie cam thdy buon nao né. “Minh khéng sao hét,” né c6 diu giong
hét sirc c6 thé. “Chi tai minh ban thoi.”

“Khong con ai lam ban v&i minh cd,” Benjamin nhin cham cham xu6ng
hai ban chan.

“Con tui minh ch,” nhan mat v@i Charlie, Emma vong tay om doi vai
khang khiu ctia Benjamin. “Tui minh tdi tiém sach day, cau c6 thé di néu
cau muon.”

“Tiém sach!” Benjamin c6 vé thac thom. “Khong, minh khong di dau,
cam on. Hat Pau can di dao,” N6 thay cho Charlie mot cai nhin trach moc.
“Co 1€ dé minh gap bo vao cudi tuan sau vay.”

“Thoa thuan nhé,” Charlie dong y. “T6i thit Sdu. Ngay khi minh tw
treong ve.”

“U,” Benjamin 1& budc di khoi, trong khi Hat Pau nhing nhit c6 sttc lam
vui long cau chu, tdm than twa cho so6i cia né hong hdc nhdy vong quanh,
va sua om lén khich Ié.

“Sao cau lai tin mun v6i Benjamin vay?” Emma hoi.

Charlie nhun vai vé c6 16i, “Ba me né la gian diép, Emma a. Cé qua
nhiéu thit dé mat. Mang song ctia nhitng ngudi khac tuy thudc vao bi mat
cua tui minh.”

“Uuuiii!” Olivia méc mia quét 1ong may. “Bita nay dam minh nghiém

trong qua roi. Charlie, dang dy lam on cam tho gium t& cai. Bay gio ca dam
di quay ray di cia Emma théi.”
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Trao cdi 16ng xach tha cung ctia minh cho Charlie, c6 nang vut 1én truéc,
mac ké tui kia khé né bung r6 vit, ro méo vGi 1ong thd. Charlie va Fidelio
nhin nhau. Ching wéc gi Olivia dirng chung dién vénh vang nhw thé. Trong
tam 4o khodac dai bang 16ng con gi d6 mau trang, giay bot do, nén den gan
cum dudi séc bac xoe ra, con nhé thu hut su cht y qua mitc. Bon con trai
thd phao khi ching rgi Pho Chinh queo vao ngd hém yén tinh dan dén tiém
sach.

Di chirng nita con hém, Fidelio bong duwng khung lai, “Charlie, anh quén
néi véi em. Muoi Hai Tiéng Chudng cua Tolly bi danh cap ro6i.”
“Cai gi?” Charlie dat 16ng tho xudng.

Nhe nhang ha r6 vit xudng mat s6i, Emma thot 1én. “Hiép si da danh thitc
minh dy ha?”

“N6 do,” Fidelio dap. “Nh¢é khong, Charlie. Em dwa cai thung d6 dé anh
gitt cho an toan. C6 mot hiép si bang may & bén trong ditng 1én trong khi
chudng rung va co6 tiéng doc kinh.”

Charlie nh6 ro chit. Lam sao n6 cé thé quén dugc Mwoi Hai Tiéng
Chudng cua Tolly. Cha ctia Emma, tién si Tolly da ché ra hiép si d6 truwéc
khi mat. Cha dich ctia 6ng la nham danh thitc Emma khoi giac thoi mién
lam sau. Va no6 da cong hieu. Charlie hy vong mot ngay nao dé no cting co
thé danh thitc ba minh. Nhuwng gio thi co hdi dé mat roi.

“Em khong tin. Lam sao n6 bi danh cap dwgc?” Charlie can van.

Fidelio nhun vai, “Xin 16i, Charlie. C6 rat nhiéu ngwoi trong nha anh —
tré con dén hoc dan hoc nhac. Khong ai dé y.”

Olivia da tdi tiém sach va bat dau i ¢i goi ca bon. “Mau lén di, cac nguoi.
May nguoi dang lam gi vay?”
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Chting nhat thi cia minh 1én va 1é buéc vé phia con nhé.

Tiém cua c6 Ingledew dong cita vao Chu nhat va Emma phai nhan
chuong. Ong cau Paton ra md ctra, kéu om lén, “Ngoi sao nhac pop nao
day?”

“Ong dirng ngao chau a, dng Yewbeam,” Olivia cudi khodi chi.
“Ta ma ngao?” Ong cau Paton nhuén mdt bén 16ng may.

Chung theo 6ng vao trong tiém va dé rd, 1ong vGi do khodc bén canh
quay. May la con vit, con méo va con tho tit ca déu dang ngu.

Co Ingledew goi ching vao phong sau, va ching thay c6 dang ngoi bén
ban viét véi mdé nhat ky ctia ong Bartholomew & tréc mat. Mot quyén dé
md& va nhitng quyén khac xép thanh chéng ngay ngan.

“Charlie, c6 hy vong chau khong buén long,” c¢6 n6i. “Nhung ching ta
khong tai nao doc hét ching dwoc.”

“Ua. Cdi gi day?” Fidelio héi, nhin vao quyén nhat ky dé mé.

“Nhat ky théi ma,” Charlie 16ng ngéng. “A, nhung khong phai nhat ky
binh thwong. Ching dwgc chinh nguwdi da swu tam nhitng cau chuyén vé
Vua Bé gai dén cho em.”

“Qua hay!” Olivia v6 lay mot quyén nhat ky ngay trén dau chong sach va
ngoi phich xudng ghé sofa. “O ma chd hay lam,” né tuyén bé khi 13t qua
vai trang. “Mot md lung nhung thuc sy.”

Ong cau Paton giat quyén nhat ky khéi tay né, “Olivia, chau than mén,
chéau phai hiéu rang nhitng kho bau that sy khong bao gid tw quang céao
minh. Quyén sach nay da di qua nhitng noi ma chau khong bao gio hi vong
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t6i duwgc; ndi dung caa no la vo gia va khong chirng mot ngay nao do chinh
né sé ctru mang chau day.”

Olivia nhin vé mit nghiém khéc ctia Ong cau Paton lién dé birng miit.
Con nho c6 sy kinh trong sau sac doi véi ong cau ctaa Charlie. Qua that,
ong la mot trong so it nguwdi khién né phai khac dén tan tim moi 161 phé
binh. “Con xin 16i,” n6 li nhi.

“Ta ciing nghi vay,” Ong cau Paton dit lai quyén nhat ky vao chd cil.
“Um, ta bao dam Charlie da ké cho cac chau vé cai dém dudi gdm ban cta
né roi, vi vay cac chau cling can biét c6 Ingledew va ta da kham pha dugc
gi trong khi doc qua nhitng quyén s6 nay.” Ong néng nay vo v vao chong
sach. “Ngoi xudng di, bon kia. Coi b0 tui bay léng ngéng nhi, ¢ ditng 16
nho do.”

Emma va Fidelio doi vai chong sach ra khéi ghé sofa va 1én minh chém
vao hai bén Olivia. Charlie ngdi bét dudi san nha va Ong cau Paton tha
minh vao mot chiéc ghé banh.

“Trong nay néi rat nhidu vé mot tim gwong,” Ong cau Paton nhin thinh
gid caa minh, nhung khong dira nao néi gi. “Charlie da nghe noi cai gwong
dé dugc goi la Gwong Than Amoret. Qua dung vay that, né la dé danh cho
nguoi con mdi sinh chin ngay trwdc khi hoang hau Berenice qua doi. Chinh
tay Vua Do lam ra n6. Ngai trao n6 cho ngudi con trai thit hai ctia minh,
ngai Amdis, gitt dén chirng nao dita bé du 16n dé st dung. Tam guwong c6
nhiéu phat thuat — trong dé quan trong hon hét la né c6 thé ban cho chu
nhan cua n6 phép chu du...”

“Y Ong cau 1a...?” Charlie hoi.

“Phai d6, Charlie. Giong kiéu chu du ctia chau dy. Nhin vao guwong thi
nguwoi ma ta wéc nhin thiy sé xuat hién. Néu ta mudn tim nguwdi do, thi nhin
lai 1an nita, va guwong sé dwa ta dén véi ho, cho du ho ¢ bat c noi dau.”
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“Kinh khung. chau wéc gi duwgce di mét chuyén nhuw thé,” Fidelio tram tro.
“Cha, chau c6 thé gap Mozart[3].”

[3] Nha soan nhac thién tai ngudi Ao thé ky thit 18 (ND)

“C0 e chau thi khong dugc dau,” co Ingledew bao. “Cai guwong do chi
linh nghiém d6i vGi nhitng dita con ctia Vua D¢ théi.”

“Nhung né cé tadc dung vdi tén ba twdc ma,” Fidelio gan c6 cai.

“Hin 1a thay buia,” Ong cau Paton thing thirng. “Chiing ta tin ring hin da
danh cap cai gwong, mot phan nham dé ngan nguwoi khac st dung guwong.
Mac du han da chon no, dwong nhién roi, nhung han hy vong mét diva trong
dam con chéau cta han sé tim thay né, va sé stt dung né dé gitp han chu du
ra khoi bic chan dung nha vua.”

Co Ingledew thé doc 1én mot tiéng khong kim lai dwgc. “Paton, bat giac
em nghi néu ga ba twdc ma co6 chiéc gwong thi han ta c6 thé lai du hanh lan
nita.” Co bau chat vao tay ghé banh va chém ngudi ra trede.” Bi vao di ra
nhitng bic tranh, nhitng tdm hinh va... 6 troi oi. Em hy vong han khong
lam thé.”

Co Ingledew vira goi 1én mot vién canh kinh khung nhw vay thi tiéng
chudng ctra ré vang, khién tat ca moi nguoi giat thot khéi cho ngoi.

Ong cau Paton ra mé& cira va lodng sau quay lai v&i mdt phu nit cuc ky
dep 10ng lay va quyén rii. Trang phuc ¢6 mac dung la phién ban ctia Olivia,
ngoai trit no6n ctia c6 mau do va giay bot c6 mau bac.

“Me!” Olivia thét Ién. “Me dén sém.”
“Troi toi qua di mat,” c6 Vertigo néi. “T6i mot cach bat tw nhién. Xin 16i

néu toi pha ngang cudc hop hay viéc gi d6 ma nhém ngudi tinh thong cac
ban dang ban tinh.”
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“Co rat tinh y, ¢ Vertigo a,” Ong cau Paton néi. “Tdi khong thich troi
thé nay chut nao. Thoi tiét that khé chiu. Co 1€ co6 sé cho cdu trai tré nay
qua giang chit.”

Fidelio dinh phan d6i, nhung Olivia va me da cuon né ra khoi phong. Va
ngay khi tém bon thi cung lai xong, ba ngudi ho roi tiém sach. Fidelio ban
cho Charlie céi nhin sttng sot cua ké dau hang triéc khi canh ctra déng sap
lai va co Vertigo kéo no di.

“Ciing dén ltic ching ta vé théi,” Ong cau Paton néi, hoi chan chir. “bi,
Charlie.”

Emma theo Charlie ra khoi tiém sach trong khi Ong cau Paton va ¢
Ingledew ndi 10i tam biét rieng v4i nhau. Khi Ong cau Paton 10 ra, mdt ong
dé nhit va c6 mot vét son hong trén ma. Emma nhwén cdp 16ng may va
cuoi vai Charlie, thang nay quyét dinh khong da dong gi tdi vét son.

“Bon ta da quyét dinh nhitng quyén s6 nhat ky sé dé day cho an toan,”
Ong cau Paton vira noi vira trong 4o khoac den ctia minh vao, “hon 1a dé
nha s6 9.”

Charlie tdn dong. Ngay khi mic 4o khoac vao xong, n6 va Ong cau lén
duong. Khi sdp ve t6i nha, Ong cau Paton béng tiét 16 mot thong tin khong
sao tin ndi cho Charlie: 6ng da tim thdy mot tdm hinh ctia cha Charlie.

“Truwéc kia ta khong nhac tdi n6 bai vi ta khdng mudn nhen nhiim hy
vong cho con,” Ong cau Paton giai thich. “Khéng t6t ti nao, con biét day.
Ta da nhd ra n6 khi con ké cho ta nghe vé 6ng Bartholomew. Cé vai tdim
hinh chup vao ky nghi leo nti do. Ta biét ta c6 mot tam. Ta cat trong mot
cai va li bang da cli ma ta luén khoa ky & dwéi gam givong. Tam hinh dé
tan dudi day vali.”

Charlie khong thé nao buéc tiép dwgc nita. “Ong c6 mang né theo khong,
Ong cau Paton?”
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“0, khong. Ta da dwa né cho me con r6i. Bao ¢6 dy ditng néi 10i nao véi
ndi Bone, ta biét ba ay tiéu huy moi tdm hinh nao cta Lyell con ton tai.”

Charlie dgm chan chay.

“Pirng nhanh thé,” Ong cau Paton goi, sai buwdc theo sau Charlie. “No
khong bién mat dau ma lo.”

“Con khong chd néi, Ong cau Paton. Con khong chd duge dau,” Charlie
vura la vira buon ba lao t6i trudc.

Khi ho buéc v6, c6 Amy Bone dang & trong bép mot minh. Charlie chay
thdng dén me. “Me cho con coi tdm hinh d6 di me? Ong cau Paton bao 6ng
da tim thdy mét tam hinh ba con.”

“Lay troi, Charlie, sao con v0i gi ma voi thé,” me n6 thao chiéc khan
quang lua ra khoi c6. “Me vira méi vé dén.”

“Tdm hinh & dau me?” Charlie thic giuc.

Me né cam cai sac tay trén ban 1én. “Pau do trong nay.” Co luc tung va
lay ra mot tdm hinh nhé hinh vudng. “Pay,” c6 chia no ra.

Charlie cam tam hinh. M0t ngudi dan 6ng mac do leo nti mim cwoi vGi
no. Nguoi do la ong Bartholomew Bloor. Con mot ngudi khac nita, ding &

goc nhung quay lung lai véi may chup hinh. Chi thay dwoc dau va vai.

“Me, cai nay khong... khong thé la né dugc.” Gigng Charlie thit vong vo
ba.

Ong cau Paton dén déng sau n6 va cAm tdm hinh. “Amy, chuyén gi xay
ra thé ndy?” Ong hoi. “Pay khong phai 1a tdm hinh t6i da dwa cho c6.”

“Lano ma,” co Amy o ho. “Co gi khong vay?”
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C6 Amy ng6 vao tdm anh. “Khong phai a? O troi. Cau biét day, con da
quén han mat cta Lyell r6i. Con duwdng nhw khong thé...” ¢6 nhiu may, “...
khong thé, a, hinh dung lai duvgc.”

“Me!” Charlie kéu Ién the thé. “Me phai nhé chiz. PHAI nhé!”

“Nhuwng tai sao, Charlie? Me dam bao la sé t6t cho tat cd moi ngudi néu
ba con bi quén lang,” me n6 mim cwdi vGi no.

“KHONG!” Charlie hét 1én. “Chung ta khong dugc quén. Me khong hiéu
sao? Néu ching ta dé mat ky tc vé ba thi ba sé khong bao gio trd lai dugc.
KHONG BAO GIO.”
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Chuong 15: Cai Bong Tan Cong
“Bit dau roi ddy” Ong cau Paton néi.
“Bat dau cai gi a” Charlie hai.
Hai 6ng chau dang ngoi bén ban bép. Mot ngon nén chdy & gitra ban va

bén canh la tdm hinh mot nguwdi dan 6ng da bi ma thuat di doi dé khong ai
c6 thé nhin thay mat.

“B4 twdc Harken Badlock dang git? cai guwong” Ong cau Paton 4o ndo
nhin vao dom Ita trén cay nén. “Ai ma biét trong dau han dang rap tam suy
nghi ci iy quai gi dé hai ching ta co chi”.

Vi Charlie, xem ra cai tay ba twdc nay da 1am diéu té hai nhat roi. “Ong
cau Paton,6ng c6 nghi 1a néu bi quén lang thi ta ... ta da chét mot it roi
khong?”

“Charlie!” Ong cau c6 vé sdc, gan nhu 1a gian dit. “Ba ctia con khong bi
quén lang va sé khong bao gid bi quén lang. Anh ay la ban than cuaa biét
bao nhiéu nguoi.”

“Nhung me...” Charlie n6i.“Néu me quén...”

“Me con khdng quén, Charlie. Khong quén dau.” Ong cau Paton bét dau
di xa quan quanh bép. “Co ay bi bo bua,t a cam doan véi con diéu do,
nhung chi la tam thdi thoi. Thé nao roi ching ta cling tim ra cach giai
nhitng tht bua ém, tuy vao lic nay, thu that ta khong cé y kién gi ca”.
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“Con phdi 14y lai Gwong Than cia Amoret,” Charlie tuyén bd dit khoat.

Ong cau ngirng budc téi bude lui va nhin né “Mot viéc bat kha thi,
Charlie, nhwng ma, diung ddy, dé c6 thé 1a mot sy khai dau.”

“Thoi dé con di va suy nghi vé n6 day. Chic 6ng cau ngt ngon,” Charlie
chup lay tdm hinh.

“Ngu ngon nhé, Charlie. Va dirng dé suy nghi lam con thitc trang dém
nghe chwa. Ngay mai con di hoc nira. Ong cau Paton thoi phut ngon nén va
theo Charlie 1én lau.

Vira vao phong riéng la Charlie mé hét rém ra va ngoi 1én givong.
Nhitng dam may bang gia cuon cudn che 1ap mat trang, nhwng van da sitc
chiéu mot tia sang xudng birc twong. Charlie khong can phéi chd lau méi
nhan dugc thong diép cia Naren. Chac han c6 bé dang nghi vé né.

Nhitng hinh thu méong manh nhw nhitng con nhén chui qua bau ctra s6,
twa ho ching tudn ra tir mot céi gi d6. Ching d6 don ca 1én giwvong cua
Charlie ro6i nhay vu, uén éo,nhdy nhét nhw dién. Théng diép bat dau hinh
thanh.

“Charlie, khi ba Meng vao thanh pho, ba nghi cé ngudi theo déi ba. Néu
ba bi nhin thdy & tiém sach... thi c6 cha tiém c6 thé bi nguy hiém. Nhitng
quyén so6 nhat ki néi sy that. Cai bong... sé... khong... thich vay.”

“Anh sé cO gang canh bao c6 ay” Charlie thi thao. Nhung Iic do trong
dau Charlie 1an van nhiéu chuyén quan trong hon. “Naren,me anh da bat
dau quén ba anh. Me mu6n quén ba. Anh phdi lam gi day?

“Tim 6ng ay,” nhitng con chit nhé van veo.

“Cai béng da di vao mot tdm hinh va quay mat ba anh di,” Charlie n6i
vdi birc twong chit. “Anh khéng thay dwoc mat ba.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Tim...” nhitng ti* d6 dwdng nhw bi cén trd trén duwong tdi dich dén cta
minh. Chiing nhao 16n nhw trong mdt 6ng kinh van hoa khong 16, mai méi
bung dugc tirng tw ra khoi vong tron. “... nha vua.... em phai... di... Cha néi
nguy... hiém... thong... diép... bi bat...”

Mat mot lic, khong c6 tir nao hién ra nita. Charlie thi thao vGi nhitng
mau tw dang phai m@, hoi thiic ching hgp thanh tir, bat ké 1a tir gi kha di
cho né biét Naren nghe duwgc n6. Nhung chi c6 mot tir duy nhat hién 1én
trdc khi madt trang bi mot dam may den bao phu.

“Pi...” to do noi.

Charlie nam vat ra givong, thoai chi va hoang sg. Phéi chang cai bong da
thay thong diép cia Naren? Hay han c6 thé cdm nhan dugc n6 dang phong
qua khong khi, kiéu nhw s6ng radio? Vay la han ¢ khap noi, ké ca trong dau
nguoi ta?

Charlie ddt tam hinh 1én ban ngt va chui vao givong. Trudc khi nham
mat lai, n6 thady con buém trang dau Ién tam hinh; doi canh bac hat anh
sang diu 1én ngwdi dan 6ng khong co6 mat,nhw thé c6 gitt cho 6ng con song.

Khi ngu thiép di, Charlie mo h6 cdm nhan thdy minh can phai lam moét
viéc gi d6. Mot viéc rat quan trong. Nhung du dé 1a viéc gi thi né cling da
qua mét dé ma nhé ra vao lic nay.

Co0 Julia Ingledew dang lam viéc khuya. C6 qua nhiéu sach phai thao d&
tredc sang thit Hai. Lai thém nhiéu s6 sach ké toan phai hoan tat va nhiéu
dau sach phai danh dau. Vao lic muoi gio ¢6 mdi xong viéc va 1én lau di
ngu. Cau thang kéu cot két va ctra s6 lach cach dir di hon thuwong 1€,
nhung c6 chang dé tam dén ching. Ngoi nha da xwva cii 1am r6i, da dén lac
phai stra lai thanh xa 1au doi va 6p lai nhung khung ctra so.

Khi c6 Julia vao giwong, tiéng lach canh cang 16n hon, mai dén khi tré
thanh nhitng tiéng dap sam sam lién tuc. C6 nhan ra c6 ai dang rung lac
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canh ctra tiém.

Choang voi vay khodac vao, c6 Julia chay xu6ng cita tiém sach. Nho anh
den duwong,co cé thé nhan ra hai bong den dirng bat dong bén ngoai ctra s6
nha minh. Bau chat 1dy mép quay, c6 té mu ngudi di.

Va roi mot giong vang 1én. “Pua ta nhitng quyén sach.” Nhitng 101 do
khong hon tiéng thi thao, nhung lai vieon dén tan linh hon. Tram duc,am
mudi,khung khiép.

Co lam bam, “sach nao?” nhung di nhién, c6 biét rd nhitng quyén han
muon la gi. Chéng nhat ki cia 6ng Bartholomew dang nam trén quay; co da
dinh mang ching lén lau v&i minh, nhung réi ban biu qua nén da quén
bang. Voi thu gom chiing lai,c6 Iui xa khoi ché c6 anh sang.

“Nhitng quyén sach doi trd.” Lan nay tiéng néi chia vao c6. “Pwa nhitng
quyén sach déi tra dé cho ta.”

Om chong nhat ki vao ngudi chit hon nita, c6 Julia chay qua phong
khach va bat dau lén cau thang. Cai giong khiép dam dé dudi theo cb. “Pwa
ching cho ta.Pva day,dwa day. Da6i tra,doi tra,tat ca déu doi tra.”

“Chung noi su that,” c6 1am bam. “Va ngudi ding hong cé duwgc ching.”
MGt tiéng rac dinh tai, nhw thé canh ctta dang bi giang khoi ban 1é.

“Di oi,chuyén gi vay?” Emma that kinh hon via ditng ngoai ctra phong

no.

“Ching mudn 1ay nhitng quyén nhat ky,” c6 Ingledew an bira Emma tr&
vao phong.

“O nguyén dé, con. Dé di kiém céi di dong ctia di.” C6 dit dong s6 nhat
ki vao canh tay cia Emma va chay di lay dién thoai; r6i vira chay tré lai véi
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Emma, ¢6 an 999, nhung giong néi ¢ dau day bén kia khong lam c6 an tam.

Trudc do canh sat da bi goi dén khap noi trong thanh phd. Chwa bao gio
c6 mot dém hon loan nhu thé. Mot vu cup dién gay ra nam tai nan giao
thong, chin vu cudp va mwdi mot vu au da tai noi cong cong. Roi c6 ngudi
nghe thay tiéng bwéc chan nhitng can phong vang chi. Mét s6 tang ham bi
ngap lut va ngon Itta bung phat trong cac van phong hdi dong. “Vi vay toi
khong biét khi nao ching t6i c6 thé dén dwgc chd quy vi,” vi canh sét truc
tong dai no6i vai c6 Ingledew. “T6i dé nghi quy vi...”

Co Julia da quay so6 khac. C6 ng6i bén Emma trén givong cia con bé khi
giong quen thudc cat 1én, “Chao em, Julia.”

“Paton, nha em dang bi dot nhap. No... tm... em nghi no la...”

“Tai hoa!” Giong Ong cau Paton kéu 1én. Co nghe thdy tiéng 6ng chay
xuong cau thang vdi cai di dong van ap vao tai. Canh ctta nha s6 9 déng
sam lai. Tiéng buwéc chan chay trén dwong. “Gilt may. Gilt mdy, em yéu!
Anh t6i day”

“Oi,Paton.” C6 thét 1én. “Nhanh 1én, 1am on. Chung... 6i, Paton. Em ngtri
thady mui chay.”

Poi chan cia Ong cdu Paton Yewbeam chéc chin 1a dai nhét thanh phs,
thé nhung trong cai dém ay, chiing at han da dugc noi dai thém tac rudi
nita. Tat ca nhitng ai trong thay 6ng chay ram rap trén duong déu thé rang
ong cao dén hai mét mot. Va éng c6 mang dén viéc lam n6 béng den
khong? Khong mot chit xiu nao. Lan lwgt titng cai mot, ching no tung
thanh hang ngan manh vun khi 6ng chay bén duéi.

Mot chiéc xe canh sét, vira tré vé sau khi gidi quyét mot vu cwdp khac,
14i xe ngang qua Ong cau Paton khi béng dén thit mudi bé nat.
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“Ong c6 thdy khong?” Canh st Singh, 14i xe, quét. “Ga kia choi bé béng
den.”

“Thay chit,” canh sat Wood xac nhan. “Tét hon la queo trai, nhanh nhanh
1én. Kéo tén dién dé pha hoai hét,”

Khi Ong cau Paton lao vao quang trudng nha thd 16m, ong thay lita chom
len canh ctra tiem sach Ingledew. Trudc ctra tiem c6 mot cudc vat 1on ac
liét dang dién ra. Mot tran dau khong can sitc thdy rd. Ong cau Paton chay
lai nhém ngudi do va nhan ra Manfred Bloor. Pén dwong n6 phut ding lic
Manfred ngwéc mat 1én. Han ra 1én mot tiéng dau dén va cit ra quang
trrong, bung lay mat.

Doi twgng kia khong phai la muc tiéu dé nhw vay. Han dang quy goi de
1én nan nhéan ctia han, hai tay siét quanh c6 hong ngwoi nay. Tam ao choang
dai, c6 mii trum cua han phu kin ca han lan nguwdi dan 6ng nam dwéi dat. Vi
béng den dwong da vo, tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé thdy duwgc trong bong toi chi
la mot lum toc bac ong anh.

Cti xudng g doi mii trum, Ong cau Paton gidt manh hai vai hin. Nhung
mang xwong ma ong tim vao cing tira sat, va co hét sitc ong ciing khong
thé nao xé dich duwgc cu siét ctia ga dan 6ng. Nan nhan toc bac G ¢ phat ra
nhitng ti€éng rén nghet thd khi nhwng ngon tay sat tiép tuc chet s song ra
khoi ong nay.

Ong cau Paton quay ngoét lai. “Xin 16i, Julia.” Ong thi thim, dom tran
tran vao nhitng bong den diu diu thap bén trén nhitng quyén sach trung
trong cita so tiém. V&i mot tiéng phup, ctra kinh chong v& tan thanh tirng
manh va rét xudng via hé. “Tao ca la may khong lam duwgc thé dau, do thay
bua kia,”6ng thach thitc khi di vao va 1y quyén sach trung bay nang nhat
cua coO Ingledew.
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Gio quyén sach 1én cao hét sttc. Ong cau Paton van hét sitc binh sinh va
tha n6 xudng dau tén doi md trum.

Mot tiéng hy nghet ¢ dién cuong phut ra khi nguwdi dan 6ng négi 1ong ca
siét va nga vat sang mot bén. Han bat dau quay dwdi 16p soi cua quang
trrong, tw quan minh vao do choang cho dén khi chi con thiy hai con mat
sac lanh chia ra ti hinh hai den thu lu.

Ong cau Paton dang do du xem c6 nén truy dudi com mbdi ctia minh hay
khong thi tiéng coi xe canh sat da rd 1én. Phut sau, mot chiéc xe canh sat hu
gam tién vao quang trwong, va khi Ong cau Paton tim kiém cai déng doi
mi trum thi n6 da bién mat.

Hai canh sét ra khai xe, bay dén chdé Ong cau Paton, hét. “Ditng im! Ong
da bi bat.”

Mg tung canh ctra dang chay am i, co Julia Ingledew thét toang lén.
“Anh ay da citu ching t6i. Bon vo0 lai tau thoat roi.”

“Thé thi ai day?” Céanh séat Singh chi nguwoi dan 6ng nam dwdi dat.
“Khong biét,” Ong cau Paton dép.

“Theo nhitng gi trong thay thi 6ng dinh giét 6ng ta” canh sat Wood tém
14y canh tay Ong cau Paton.

“Khong phai,” c6 Julia hét to. “Anh dy da cttu 6ng ay.”

“T6i thay hinh nhw c6 1am r6i, thwa ¢6,” canh sat Singh thé dai buc doc.
“Chuing t6i da chitng kién nguoi dan dng nay,” anh ta chi Ong cau Paton
“lam bé m6t bong dén dwong. Va con ai dap bé ctra s6 day, toi mudn biét?”

“A. Téi lam day,” Ong cau Paton thd nhan.
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“Ong?” Canh sat Singh nhiu may. “Chd chit. Canh ctta ndy chéng v8,
chong dan, khong thé pha hiy. Thé ma n6 lai tan thanh trdm ménh.”

“Thi thé ddy,” Ong cau Paton h hitng. “Nhung tdi da 1am bé né.”

“Va ctu tat ca chung to6i,” co Julia tiép 10i. “T6i da thay tat ca.
Oi,Paton!” Cd quang tay quanh c6 dng.

Ong cau Paton mim cudi bén 1&n, “A, i i.”

“Vay nhitng ké vo0 lai kia dau r6i? Canh sat Singh ngo vurc.

“T6i da bao vai 6ng la ching chay mat ro6i,” ¢6 Julia hét. “gid thi cac 6ng
khong thé bat ching duwgc dau. Nhung cac 6ng c6 thé ngan cho canh cira
dung chay rui dugce chir?”

“Xong roi, di oi!” Emma hién ra véi x6 nwdc va tat manh vao canh ctra.

“Gidi 1dam Emma. Chau cttu ngdy hom nay day,” Ong cau Paton khen.

Canh séat Singh dinh m& mom thi mét tiéng nguwdi tir dudi dat thot 1én,
“Oi quy than oi, Paton Yewbeam”.

Ong cau Paton nhin ki ngudi dan 6ng dwdi dat. “Barthomew?” Ong néi
ma khong tin

noi.

“Viéc chi tho ¢6 ra ngoai sao chéng giong chi ti nao?” Ong
Bartholomew rén ram khi Ong cau Paton gitip 6ng ditng lén.

“T6i thay doéi roi,” Ong cau Paton coc can.

Hai vién canh sat bat dau hi hody ghi chép. Ho lay s6 dién thoai va héi
dia chi, nhwng 6ng Bartholomew Bloor tir ch6i cung cap cho ho bat ki
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thong tin nao. Cac vi canh sat quyét dinh vu viéc nay khong nghiém trong
nhr may vu khéc xdy ra trong thanh pho trong dém ddé, cho nén lai xe di
tiép. Canh sat Singh tham chi con vay tay mot cai than thién.

Bon ké song sot rut lui vao tiém sach. That mirng cho ¢6 Julia, canh ctra
g0 s6i nang trich thoat khoi ngon Iira. N6 stit seo,chay sém va kéu cot két
hon, nhwng nhitng chot khéa va ban 1é van con tot.

“Chéau di pha tra day,” Emma dé nghi. Mai t6c dai vang éng a va chiéc
vay do cua no wét sting vi cu tat nwdc qua hang, nhuvng mat n6 bung 1én
phan khich.

Ong Bartholodew tir chéi nan lai thém bat ky phut nao. “T6i khong bao
gio c6 y dinh vao thanh ph6. Nhung t6i ct thap thém khong yén,” 6ng giai
thich. Vg t6i da bi theo doi; gian diép cta cai bong cé khap noi. T6i biét
han mudn chiém nhitng quyén nhat ki ctia t6i va t6i nhan ra minh da dat co
vao vong nguy hiém, thwa c6 Ingledew.”

“Xin hdy nan lai chut théi...” co Julia ngo 10i.

“Toi phai di day,” 6ng Bartholodew khang khang. Nhitng quyén nhat ki
dau r6i?”

“Pé toi di 1ay ching,” c6 Ingledew chay 1én lau va Emma di dat am
nuéc.

Con lai hai ngwdi dan 6ng, 6ng Bartholodew héi. “Diéu gi lam chu thay
do6i vay, Paton? Chu von luon ngd nghéch ma.”

Ong cau Paton nhan mat, “Vi thang bé,” 6ng néi ngan gon. “T6i can phai
giap no.”

“A,Charlie,” 6ng Bartholomew cudi cling cling mim cudi. “T6i chura thay
ai tot va diing cdAm nhu cha nd. Cha la mét ngwdi ban t6i nghiép ctia anh ta,
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Paton a.”

“Chung day,” co Ingeledew trd lai v&i chong nhat ky. “Dé t6i cho ching
vao mot cai tui dung sach nhé.”

“T6t 1am,” 6ng Bartholomew néi. “Paton nay, chud phai dwa ching cho
Charlie. Néi né phdi dua chiing vé qua khit.”

“Céi gi?” Ong cau Paton cam lay tdi sach tir tay c6 Julia va ngdy ngudi
ra nhin ong Bartholomew.

“Charlie 1a nguoi duy nhat c6 thé dem ching ra khéi nguy co bi tiéu
huiy,” giong 6ng Bartholomew lanh lung va 4p dat. “Cha hiéu khéng? N6 co
tai phép nay. Bado n6 dem chiing dén noi ma cai bong khong bao gio tiép
can duwgc.”

“Nhung & dau...?”

“Lam sao ta biét?” Ong Bartholodomew noéi sing. “Chinh né phai quyét
dinh. Charlie la dita thong minh. N6 biét nhitng quyén s6 nhat ky cua ta
nidm gift mot bi mat ma c6 thé giai citu cha né. Thai chic ngt ngon.” Ong
quay ra cua.

“Khoan d4,” Ong cau Paton nai. “Chting ta khong thé néi chuyén dugc
sao? Da 1au lam ro6i ké tw khi 6ng cttu doi t6i.”

“Thi cht vira m@i cttu ta day thoi. Chang thay doi dugc gi dau, chic c6
ngt ngon, cd Ingledew.” Ong Bartholomew gat dau nhe va di ra.

“Nguoi gl ma la lung,” co Ingledew nhan xét. “Khong than thién. Bi vao
phong sau di, Paton, va uéng chiit tra réi hang veé.”

Ong cau Paton lic dau. “Khong, anh phai di gdp. T4t ca 1a 16i tai anh,
Julia. Vao dém thit bay, sau khi em vé, anh da dé nhitng quyén s6 nhat ki
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nay trén ban bép. Chac han ba chi anh da trong thiy ching khi ba ta di da
tiéc vé. Anh that kho hét sire.”

“Khong phéi. Anh lam sao biét chac dugc.”

Ong cau Paton m@ canh ctra ndang né. “Chic ngla ngon, em yéu. Bao
trong nhé.”

Trén quang trudng, chudng nha thd 16n bt dau diém niva dém. Ong cau
Paton dong canh ctra tiem sach lai va dirng im mot thoang nhin tran vao
quang trrong ngap anh trang — ndi nay la noi nguwdi ban than nhat ctia 6ng
da mat tich.

“Priing roi Lyell, anh ban tdi nghiép cta ta,” Ong cau Paton 1am bam.
Ong sai budc trén nhitng con hém trai séi, khong hé hay biét hiém hoa chic
chéan sé di theo nhitng quyén s6 nhat ki ma 6ng dang cam. Tham chi dng
con khong nhén ra cai lanh thau xwong dang bién nhitng giot nwéc trong
mat ong thanh pha Ié.

Charlie tinh gidc thady con buwém trang dau trén goi. N6 cé cam giac nhuw
con vat d6 mudn cai gi do6. Ngai nga ngap, Charlie ra khoi givong va 1ét ra
chiéu nghi. Can nha t6i om nhung n6 cé thé thdy mot dom sang nho hat tw
duwdi khe cita nha bép. D6 chi cé thé 1a Ong cau Paton. Phai ngudi nao khac
thi da c6 thé bat den hanh lang 1én roi.

Trong cai lanh cat da,Charlie quan chat 4o khoac ngti quanh minh truéc
khi xuéng lau. N6 thdy Ong cau dang ngdi bén ban véi nhitng quyén s
nhat ky dat tredc mat. Ngon nén don doc da chay gan hét, nhung Charlie
van thdy duoc guwong mit Ong Cau 16 vé lo 1dng ma Charlie chwa bao gidy
thay. Diéu nay khién Charlie ban khoan.

“Ong cau Paton?”
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Ong cau né ngudc 1én. “A, Charlie, ta vira tit hiéu sach vé. Mot dém that
la quai dan.”

“Con nghe xe canh sat hu coi,” Charlie noi.

“Co ké dot nhap vao tiém sach Ingledew. Ching san lung nhitng quyén
nhat ky. Tui ta nghi d6 la cai bong.”

“Qi chét! C6 ai bi thwong khéng? Emma khong sao chi? Ong...?”

“Charlie,” Ong cu Paton nghiém giong. “Ong Bartholomew da t6i day.
Ong dy mu6n con dem nhitng quyén s6 nhat ki ndy vao qua khit.”

“Qua khit?” Charlie khong hiéu.

“Xin 16i ta phai yéu cau con lam thé vao Iic nay. Con dd mét ma troi lai
khuya lam r6i. Nhung 6ng Bartholomew rat nong rudt, va ta nghi la 6ng ay
ding. Con c6 thé chu du vao hinh vé, hinh chup, tranh dnh. Con c6 nghi ra
noi nao ma nhitng quyén so6 nhat ki c6 thé an toan khong? Noi nao ma cai
bong khong thé tim thay chung?”

Charlie gai dau. “C6,” n6 cham rai néi. “Con c6 thé dem ching dén
Skarpo.”

“Thay phap dé w? Mot cudc hanh trinh nguy hiém, Charlie a. Nhung néu
c6 thé thuyét phuc lao gia dé canh chirng gitp ching thi chac chan nhitng
quyén nhat ky sé an toan.”
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CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
VUA AN MINH

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 16: Olivia Dé L Minh

Charlie 6m chong nhat ki theo Ong Cau 1én lau. Cay nén Ong cau Paton
gio 1én cao 1ap loe va téa khoi trong khu vire cau thang gié lua, va Charlie
phai dat ban chan can than dé tranh buwdc hut bac thang.

Ve t&i phong minh r6i, Charlie dat chong sach 1én cai ban canh givong
va 16i mot birc tranh nho tir dwdi givong ra.

“Ta nghi con sé can 4nh sang cho t t&, Charlie,” Ong cau Paton thap tho
noi cwa.

Trong anh sang nhap nhoang tt* ngon nén, Charlie gan nhw khong thay
bttc tranh. “Con bat dén bén giwdng thi c6 1€ tét hon,” né dong y.

“Vay ta di day,” Ong cau Paton bdo. “Nhung ma Charlie, 1am sao con tré
lai dwgc? Con c6 can ta giup gi khong?”

Charlie lac dau. “Con sé mang no6 di cung.” N6 hat dau vé phia con
buwém trang dau trén giwong. “Né sé giip con trd lai. Tredc day né da ting
1am thé roi, Ong cau biét day.”

“Ra vay. Him... chic con may man,” Ong cau Paton ngo ngudy chan vé
bat an roi rut lui.

Charlie bat dén 1én va dong ctra lai. N6 dat bitc tranh 1én goi va 1én
giwvong ngobi canh. Trong canh tay né 6m mudi quyén sach boc da ctia 6ng
Bartholomew.
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Birc tranh nho xiu nay xwa dén hang nhiéu thé ky. Nhitng duwong nét mo
nho xin, n&t né, cung nién dai ctia no khoac them vé de doa cho mot khung
canh von da hiém ac. Hang chu thich ghi “thay phap” ngoan ngoéo mau
den & cudi birc tranh. Va ditng d6, ong thay phap do thung den trong can
buong twa xa lim ctia minh, véi nhitng hiéu (tng ma thuat rai khap mat ban
dang sau lvng. Mai toc den va bo rau quay non den ctia thay phap xen ké
nhitng sgi bac va d6i mat vang sang quac. D6 la con mat ma Charlie tap
trung nhin vao.

Trwdc day Charlie da tham Skarpo vai lan r6i. C6 dao no rat sg lao gia
ay, nhung gid thi khong sg nita. N6 da quen véi cap mat hung dit va giong
néi nhv tung kinh tram ddc cua 6ng ta.

“Charlie Bone?”

Dau Charlie da cht y don chg diéu nay, nhung cai giong d6 van khién n6
dung toc gdy va mdt con rung minh chay doc song lvng.Con budém trang
dau trén vai n6 san sang cho cudc hanh trinh phia truéc.

Khi nhitng do6 vat quen thuoc trong phong cua Charlie bat dau mo di, n6
lién thdy mot luéng sang tr can buéng am thap ctia 6ng thay phap, tron lan
v6&i mui hwong thoa moc rang khét va sap nén. Pau n6 bai boi va ban chan
n6 béng nhe bang nhw khéng khi. Om thét chit chong sach, né nhin gim
vao d6i mat vang ruc chay ctia Skarpo. Gio thi né cé thé nghe thay tiéng
nhitng 16p 4o thung cia Skarpo kéu sét soat, tiéng sat va cham va tiéng lira
lach tach. Charlie cam gidc minh nga 1on tung phéo qua nhiéu thé ky, than
hinh bi vui dap nhw to gidy trudc gio.

Khi ban chan da cham xuéng nén da lanh ngét, n6 mé birng mét ra. Ong
thay phap dirng ngay trudc mat.

“G1 thé nay? Ta thdy Charlie Bone tron ven luén,” Skarpo xoa xoa cai
cdm rau ram rap. “Luc trude thady moi cai dau mi théi. Cong lwe cia mi bay
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gi0 manh 1én r6i day.”

“Vay a?” Charlie nhin xuéng canh tay quap chat nhitng quyén nhat ky
ctia minh. “0.”

“Mi mang qua cho ta ha?” Ong thay phép tia nhitng quyén sach boc da.
“Khong han vay,” Charlie dap. “Chau dén dé héi xin ngai mot an hué.”

“A ha!” Ong thay phap xoa hai ban tay xwong xau lai v6i nhau. “Ta thich
an hué 1dm. Y ta 1 ta c6 thé ciing xin mi mot an hué.”

“Chéu nghi 1a dugc,” Charlie hoi hop noi.

“Chung ta hay ng6i xuong da.” Vén tdm vai do treo phia trén ban lén,
Skarpo rut ra hai chiéc ghé dau tho thién bang g6. Mot cai 6ng ta day vé
phia Charlie, céi kia ong ta day ra sau lwng minh, loay hoay tém m@ ao
thung nang né qua mot bén va ngbi xuong. “Mi dinh ndi v§i ta nhitng
quyén sach dé a?”

Charlie dat muwoi quyén sach vao canh tay dudi ra cia 6ng thay phap,
“Chung la nhitng quyén s6 nhat ky, thra ngai. Nhitng quyén so6 nhat ky nay
rat dac biét. Ching do mot nguwdi ba con xa ctia chau viét, tén la
Bartholomew Bloor. Ong dy da di khip thé gian, va bat c noi dau nghe
dwgc chuyén vé Vua Do, ong dy déu ghi lai. Nhitng quyén nhat ky nay vo
cung quy gia vi trong do co rat nhiéu bi mat — nhitng diéu vé Vua D6 ma
ching ta chwa biét bao gio.”

“Néu chiing quy gia thi tai sao mi lai mang ching dén cho ta?” Skarpo
khé cuwoi cai khuc. “Mi co tin cay ta khong, Charlie Bone?”

“Chau budc phai tin,” Charlie dap. “C6 mot ngu0oi... mot vat... ma nguoi
ta goi la cai béng. Han & trong bitc chan dung ctia Vua D6 va han...”
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“Cai bong?” Skarpo ditng phat lén, dong do thung den quat mot lan gi6
bang gia qua doi ban chan mang dép le cua Charlie. “Khoi n6i thém nita. Ta
biét cai béng nay. Gidi thay phap co tranh néi vé han, bdi vi han lam 6
danh gigi phap thuat bon ta, mang tiéng lam. Chi thi tham lw6t qua tén han
théi la anh em thay phéap bon ta da xua tay phan déi r6i.”

“Um, chau s& phai n6i thém chit xiu vé hin,” Charlie néi. “bdi vi hin 1a
1y do khién chau mang nhitng quyén sé nhat ky nay dén cho ngai.”

“O, thi vay.” Skarpo quay lai va dit nhitng quyén s6 nhat ky thanh hai
chong ngay ngan 1én ban. “Néi coi.” Vi tiéng do thung kéu phut mot cai,
ong ta ngo6i xuong.

Can phong gong nhu cai hang ctia 6ng thay phap 1a mot noi thich hop vo
cung cho cau chuyén cua Charlie. N6 ké cho Skarpo nghe nhitng gi da xdy
ra ké tir dém mua tuyét, khi chim thu roi khéi thanh pho. N6 ké vé ngoai
Maisie bi dong citng va chiéc nhan ctia me nd, vé c6 Chrystal va Guong
Than cia Amoret. Va, trong khi né ké, nam ngon nén trong nhitng gia cam
nén cao bang sat thap dan thap dan, va chang bao lau sau, anh sang duy
nhat trong phong dwong nhu chi con toa ra tit cdp mat vang ctia 6ng thay
phap.

Khi Charlie da n6i xong tat ca nhitng diéu can phai néi, Skarpo lai ditng
1én va di t6i bén ban. Ong ta thdp mot cay nén to & giita ban 1én, va trong
anh sang nhdy nhét ctia ngon nén, 6ng ta bat dau lat 1at tirng quyén sach.
Charlie nhin Skarpo, trong chd mot 10i nhan xét hay mot 10i khuyén gi do,
nhuwng 6ng thay phap chang néi chang rang, mai cho dén khi mat 6ng da
quét hét moi trang sach. Khi dat quyén sach cudi cung lai cho cii xong,
Skarpo quay lai Charlie va néi, “Toan chuyén hay day, cau bé cua ta.
Nhitng tiét 16 chan dong! Ta sé gitt chiing an toan, nhwng cau than chu, cau
than chi bang tiéng x1t Gan ay, mi phdi mang noé trd vé vGi mi. Dé ta dich
ra céi da, bai vi ta biét tiéng xt Gan, mi biét ddy, r6i mi sé can t6i no.”
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Charlie chg, ti hoi liéu d6 c6 phai la cau than chi ma 6ng Bartholomew
da nhic t6i khong. Ong thay phap xé mot manh gidy da dé tir mot quyén s6
bang da, va nhing cay viét 10ng trong la mat vao lo muc, 6ng ta bat dau
viét rot rot 1én bé mat to gidy da dé. Thinh thodng ong ta lai li€c nhin vao
mot trong nhitng quyén s6 nhat dé mad trén ban, gai dau, nhin xa xam, mim
Cw0oi va roi lai viét tiép.

Khi hang chit cu6i cung da viét xong, Skapo dat cay viét 1ong xuong va
nhin Charlie véi m6t nu cuwdi dac thang. “Mat cau than chu tuyét voi,” ong
ta tuyén bo.”Khong phai ctia ta. O khong. Ngudi ba con ciia ngwoi chic han
da swu tam no ti* mot trong nhitng hau dué cia Mathonwy, ban 6ng Vua Dé
cua mi, di nhién r6i.” Ong ta lai vot ra mot tiéng cwoi kinh khung khuc dac
trung. “Chinh ttr 1do ta ma ta danh cap cay gay phép ctia ngwoi day, Charlie
Bone. A, khong phai danh cip, khong... ma 1a ldc d6 1ao da gia kha khu roi,
va chac han ciling khong cé y dé lai né cho ta trwdc khi chét. Lam sao ma
ho thich truyén tén tudi cia minh cho con chau thé khong biét, cai dam dan
x® Gan ay.” Ong ta ngitng néi va nghiéng dau. “Nhan néi dén cay gay
phép, thé né dau r6i?”

“That tinh thi bay gio' n6 1a con buwém trang,” Charlie néi.

“A, con buém tring kia.Ta thay roi.” Skarpo tho tay ra bit con buém
trang dang bay chap chon gitta hai nguoi.

“DUNG!” Charlie hét 1én that thanh. “N6 1a cta chau!”

“Pua thoi, Charlie Bone!Ta sé khong lam dau con buém xiu xiu cua
nguoi dau.” Ong thay phép théi tim da dé cho kho réi chia ra, “Cam ldy
cau than chi caa ngwoi r6i roi khéi noi day. Nan na trong nhitng thé gidi xa
x0i chang hay ho dau.”

“Vang, chau di day.” Charlie hap tap, cam ldy cau than chu, “va xin cam
on ngai. Ngai sé gilt nhitng quyén s6 nhat ki an toan chi a?”
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“Nguoi nghi ngd sao?” Ong thay phap gic dau qua bén va né nu cudi
van veo.

“Khong. Khong, di nhién 1a khong a.” Charlie gio ban tay ranh roi ctia n6
va con buém trang dau vao ngén tay no. “N6 gitp chau chu du,” Charlie
giai thich.

Ong thay phap gat dau, “O.”

Truwdc khi Charlie rdi di, n6 liéc qua 6 ctra s6 nhé & cudi can buong toi.
C6 thé thay mot khu rirtng den ngom, vién quanh la mét bién nwéc gon gon
anh trang. Co6 lan, Charlie da tinh c¢ viéng tham khu rirng do, va viéc do
mai in sau trong tam tri Charlie, mot ki (tc vira lam né hoang mang vira vo
V€, an ui no. “Thwa ngai, Vua Do da tirng song & gan day phai khong a?”
N6 héi.

“Ay, diing thé,” Skapo tra 15i, quay vé phia ctta s6. “Va khi nha vua ra di,
Mathonwy thay phap da dén song & day. Ong thu nap ta 1am dé ti khi ta
con rat nhé; mot dita tré mo c6i khong nha, dan te ta bi quan linh caa nha
vua Anh tan sat. Mathonwy la mét thay phap vi dai va 6ng ay da day ta rat
nhiéu, nhung ta khong bao gio gidi duwgc bang ong dy, ¢ bat ct khia canh
nao cua cai ti ‘giéi’ nay.” Mot bong den thoang qua nét mat cta lao thay
phap, mot ti dau hiéu hoi han vut qua, nhung réi nu cwdi ac doc lai quay ve,
va 6ng ta phay ban tay xua Charlie, “Pi, di di nh6c. May man sé di cung
vOi mi.”

“Tam biét ngai, va cdm on.” Charlie nhin con buwém trang va diu dang

hoi, “Chung ta di bay gio chit, Clearwen?”

Guong madt cia 1o thay phap la canh cudi cung Charlie thay trudc khi
dam swong mu thoi gian troi dén gitra hai nguwdi va Charlie bat dau chu du
trd vé nha. Doi mat vang choée ctia Skarpo tron 16n kinh ngac, béi vi
Charlie da vira néi tiéng xi¢ Gan. Nhitng tir ngit la hoac da ty nhién ma dén
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véi no, tuy nhién, no6 biét rang diéu dé la do con buwém trang. Claerwen —
Tuyét Trang.

Mot lic sau, Charlie da ng6i trén givong, véi con budm trang dau trén
tay. Charlie ngap dai va hat vang doi dép 1é ra. Chwa bao gid né buon nga
dén thé. Vai tiéng nita n6 sé phai thitc day va sap xép gio sach dé chuan bi
dén treong. Nhung bay gid thi chwa. N6 cat birc tranh xuéng dudi givong,
ndm ngtra ra goi va ngu lim di.

N6 tinh day thi thdy Ong cau dang lo au nhin né ti* khung ctva ra vao.

“Khong doi nao ta lai goi con day di hoc,” Ong cau Paton noi, “nhung ta
nghi it nhat cling nén nhac chirng con vé thoi gian. Xem ra chwa c6 ai thic
gidc ca.”

Khi Charlie lan khoéi givdng, mét manh gidy citng quéo, vang vang bay
xubng dat. Nhan may, Ong cau Paton buéc vao phong va nhit né 1én. “Cai
nay la cai gi?”

“Con khong biét,” Charlie néi, dui mat.

“Mot bai tho? O khong, con hon thé nita, mot... mét loai nhw bua chi.”
Ong cau Paton 14t t& gidy lai va nghién cttu nét chit xién xién to twéng. “Oi
chu cha, ¢ dau con co cai nay day, Charlie?”

“0, con quén mat. Skapo dwa con day a,” Charlie néi khi bang qua Ong
cau trén dwong ra nha tam.

“Skarpo dwa a?” Ong cau goi véi theo kinh ngac. “Charlie, ta s& cat n6
trong phong ta. Pang chud y day. N6 c6 thé thay d6i moi thit.”

Charlie khéng dé ¥ Ong cau néi gi. Mot 1an nita né lai phai danh rang
trong khi Maisie nam dong citng trong bon tam bén canh. Hirm, ba ngoai,
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nguwoi duy nhat trong ca nha c6 kha nang gitt me né an toan khai ba twéc
Harken thi lai nam day.

Pén lic Charlie rita mét xong thi Ong cau Paton da bién vé phong 6ng,
va tat ca nhitng gi Charlie c6 thé nghe dwoc la tiéng 1am bam tram duc twa
nhu tiéng nuwdc ngoai.

Charlie mdc do6 chinh té, sap gié sach xong réi xuéng nha bép. Lo lanh
tanh va cai ban trong trui. Khng mot dau tich nao chitng té ¢6 ai da an
sang & d6. Me dau ro6i? Di ra ngoai hay dang ngu? Charlie sg tim ra cau tra
10i. Ngoi nha pha ra mui trong vang lanh 1€o, chim trong gidc ngt. N6 voi
va ti nwéng cho minh mat 1at banh mi roi ra khoi nha.

Hoc vién Bloor van chwa hoi phuc sau ky cu6i tuan hoi hop dinh dam.
Co6 chang la toan thé ban tham chi con ban tinh, hay cau gat hon ca lic
tredc khi mot tram vi hiéu trudng dén choi. Nhitng nhanh 14 thong, day kim
tuyén, dia nhya rach va thiéc an thtra tran ngap dudi tién sanh. Nhiéu quan
do, mii nén bién mat khéi cac phong 4o khoac va c6 phan nan ca cam thi
ctling chi t6 vo ich.

“Lé ra tro khong nén dé né ¢ do,” Manfred Bloor chac chan sé dap nhw
thé trudc 101 rut ré nghi ngd mot vi hiéu tredng ghé tham co6 thé da chom
mot cai khan quang, mét chiéc giay, hay mot chiéc gang tay vién 16ng tha.

Trong Manfred méi gém ghiéc that sy — mat 16 r6 nhitng vét thwong li ti
chéc chéan chi cé vo s6 vun thiy tinh méi gay ra dwgc. Emma Tolly khong
chut nghi ngo gi rang Manfred da di cung véi cai bong tGi dap ram ram ctra
tiém sach nha n6é dém hom truéce.

Fidelio c6 tiét hoc violin sau budi Tap hop, nhung n6 khéng c6 y mudn
gap co Chrystal. “Anh khong biét lam sao ma minh c6 thé gia bo khong
biét ¢ ta 1 ai,” n6 thi tham vé6i Charlie khi chiing rdi phong tap hop. “Y
anh 13, anh khong phai la dién vién nhw Liv.”
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“Anh budc phai vay thoi,” Charlie néi. “Chi can c6 ta doan ra tui minh
biét chuyén théi la co ta sé giwvong mong vudt ra lién.”

“Anh c6 cam twong nhu...”

“Fidelio Gunn,” tién si Saltweather néi, 6ng hién ra ttr phong tap hop,
“hdy nho luat.”

“Vang, thua thay,” Fidelio ndi, mirng qua xa vi khong phai Manfred da
bat qua tang minh.

Charlie vot le téi 16p hoc toan, dé mac Fidelio ty binh tam tinh tri cho
cudc cham tran kinh khung véi co Chrystal.

Gio nghi giai lao dau tién khong thay tam hoi Fidelio dau. Charlie phap
phong khong biét c6 chuyén gi xdy ra véi anh ay. San treong lanh budt va
swong gia. Bon tré con tim tum lai thanh tttng nhém nho, dam dam chan va
lam bam mdt cach bat binh. Charlie phdi dom han vao titng dam dé tim cai
dau téc quan quen thudc cua Fidelio. Nhung hinh nhw khéng dia ban nao
cua nd ¢ ngoai troi ca.

Khi di lo tho vao 1au dai, Charlie linh cam c6 modt doan hoc tro theo minh
theo minh. Khong mudn bi mac ket trong khu do nat, n6 bén queo vao
rirng. Bam dong tién gan né hon. Charlie co gio chay. Va r6i thi, dot nhién,
né bi bao vay. Moi cdy c6i déu bi bao phu trong man swong mu, va n6
khong con phan biét n6i trong nhitng hinh thu troi troi dy dau la nhitng than
cdy om va dau 1a I truy sét né.

“Tui bay muén gi?” Charlie hét to. “Tai sao tui bay di theo tao?”
Mot dita trong bon 16 1én trwdc. Charlie c6 thé doan ddy la Joshua Tilpin.
“Ban bé may v6 dung roi, Charlie Bone,” Joshua cwoi khay. “May phai

bo ching n6 thoi.”
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“May ndi gi? Vi sao tao phai bé ban?” Charlie cam phan quac lai.

Joshua thay cho né mot nu cuwdi thong thwot, lanh toat. “Tui tao dén dé
day cho may mot bai hoc, Charlie. Tui tao sé day di day lai cho may nhg,
phai khong cac chién hitu?”

“PHAAII!” P4m dbng rong vang.

Va bay gio dén lwgt Dorcas Loom 1én ra tit sau mot than cay va ché nhao
Charlie. “May la do tham bai, Bone. May dirng hong thoat. May da mat cha
r6i, va gio may sé mat not me. May khong thé giit dwgc cai gi thi phai? Néu
may gia nhap tui tao thi tui tao sé gitip may, Tui tao manh hon nhiéu Iii ban
khon kho ctia may.”

Charlie van tir ti lti xa khoi dam déng, va gig, lung no da twa vao birc
twong co xwa. Khong suy nghi, né quay dau va tim dwgc mot cho bau chan.
N6 lién leo 1én, cao nita cao nita, huwdng téi may 16 hong trén bitc twong da,
trong khi ban chan né cuéng quit tim ché mau bam. Cudi cung n6 ditng &
trén twong, cao hon dam dong ca hon ba mét rudi.

Bon chiing nhat loat cudi cgt né.

Thé r6i chi em sinh doi nha Branko xuat hién. Ping sat vai nhau, ching
trirng mat nhin nhitng phién da trén bitc twong, cit thé tri'ng mat, tri'ng
mat... Mot vién da to bung ra va toan b6 mang twong sup 16.

Chung c6 thé lam diéu do sao? Charlie nghi. Ching c6 thé lam sup mot
bitc twong da chin tram tudi sao?

Chung lam dugc chit. Hai hon da khéong 16 trén dinh birc twong xuc xich.
ROi mot trong hai dita sinh d6i n6i. Ching hiém khi néi, dén mitc viéc
ching néi da gay soc.
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“Mot tai nan mdi thwong tam lam sao!” Pira con gai madt tro nhu bup bé,
toc den map may. “Charlie Bone leo 1én bitc twong c6 va thé 1a, chong
chanh, rung rung, n6 rét ap xudng, v4i Charlie ¢ trén cung...”

“Sau do6 ¢ dudi cung,” dira sinh doi khi tiép 101 bang giong doc dia, tham
hiém hon.

R6i mét tiéng ich rung chuyén khi mot vién da khong 16 khac dap xudng
mat dat cirng, va lan nay birc twong rung lac dit d6i, Charlie nga bap dau
g0oi. Rang bau chac vao bé mat réu moc trong khi bitc twdong rung va lac, n6
cO twdng twong ra viéc bi chén song sé nhu thé nao.

Chot c6 tiéng gi do vang lén, thoat tién Charlie nghi am thanh dé la twr
mot mang twong 16 khac. Nhung réi cai tiéng do cang ltic cang 16n — ru ru
gian di¥, cang lén...

Bon con nit duwéi dat ngong c6 ng6 1én, lién cudng quiu quay lung u té
chay.Vai da trong bon thi bat via. Ng6 theo anh mat cta ching, Charlie
thdy mot ddm may den dang d6 sap xudng qua nhitng ngon cdy. Tiéng ru ri
dan tré thanh tiéng gam ru va nguyén ca dam an hiép Charlie chay toan
loan, tru tréo va kéu la ram trdi. Joshua Tilpin la dita cu6i cung chay di.
“Cho may bi dot chét twoi luon, Charlie Bone,” né vira chay vira gao.

Ong? Bay vao mua dong? Ai da xua ching dén day? Cai bong chang?
Charlie nham mat lai. Cai gi té hon nhi, né tu héi, bi chon séng duwédi mot
bitc twong hay la bi ong dot t&i chét?

Tiéng ru ru ngung bat. Charlie van nham tit mat, chd nhitng cap chan
ngta ngdy cta bay ong cham vao mat va tay chan minh. Chd dogi ca dot dau
dén dau tién. Khong c6 gi xdy ra, Charlie mé@ mot mat. Khong cé gi trén
btc twong. Trong khong khi cling chang cé gi.

“Charlie!”
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Charlie mé& not mat kia ra. N6 trong thdy Emma va Olivia dang nguéc
1én nhin né tir dwdi chan twong. Ca hai dita déu cudi toe toét.

“Cai khi gi...?” Charlie hoi.

“MOot ao anh!” Olivia la vang troi, nhay con lén khong. “Mot do anh
tuyét day chit nhi?”

“Con phdi n6i,” Charlie chu chtr leo xuéng khéi bitc twong.

Khong ai trong s6 ching nhan thdy mot phu nit tién téi qua man swong.
Co dung lai cach chung vai mét va nup sau mot than cay.

“Tui nay thay ching di theo bo,” Emma liu lo. “Vi vay tui nay di theo
ching, nhung tui nay khong biét phdi lam gi bay gio. Ching n6é dong qua.
Lyc hut cua Joshua ro rang la co tac dung.”

“Va roi té nghi ra bay ong,” Olivia khoai chi nhay 1én cai nita. “T& tw
hao vé minh qué di mat.”

“Bo6 da cttu minh!” Charlie dm cham lay con nho. “Phuu! Minh rat vui...”

Bat chot c6 tiéng loat soat trong hang cay dang sau ching, va ca bon

quay lai thay mot bong ngudi lui di, kha nhanh, vao lan swong mu. Khong
nghi ngd gi vé bo com-1é xam chinh chu va mai téc cat ngan cut ngun dé.

“Co Brown,” Charlie thi tham. “Chac han c6 ay da nghe thay b6 néi r6i,

»

Liv.

“Va bay gid co dy da biét tai phép ctia bo. Oi khong!” Emma vin veo hai
ban tay vao nhau. “Tui minh phéi lam gi bay gio?”

“Khong thé 1am gi ca,” Charlie n6i. “Tui minh chi con nwéc dgi xem
chuyén gi xay ra thoi.”
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RO rang, c6 Brown dang suy tinh thdi co. Olivia khong bi triéu hoéi 1én
thw phong ctia 6ng hiéu tredng va khong ai 16i con nho di dé tra héi hay
nhot né vao phong hoc. Viéc thac mac khi nao gia dinh Bloor sé ra tay
chong lai Olivia gan nhw con té hon la biét ho sé lam gi con nhé. Vao gio di
ngu, Charlie 1én mo 1én phong ngt chung ctia nit xem sao, thay Olivia van
di nghénh ngang trong bo d6 ngt vang choée t6 den, van lach chach nhw thé.

“T¢d ON ma,” no noi, xua Charlie di. “Pirng dé bi cdm tuc vi t¢ day.”

“Theé thi chiic may man, Liv.” Charlie tré xuéng lau. N6 dinh bung sé
déng tai nghe ngéng bat ky tiéng dong la nao nao trong dém, nhung dé de
phong minh ngu thiép di mat, n6 bao sy viéc cho Billy, Fidelio va Gabriel.

“May Phiic sé cho tui minh biét néu cé chuyén gi xdy ra,” Billy thi tham
tredc khi nham mat lai.

Charlie khong tin twéng lam vao May Phtic. Con ché nay da diéc ngay tw
dau r6i. Nhung néu do 1a con cho canh t6t nhat ma chiing cé thé cé dugc,
thi chiing danh phai tin vao né théi chi biét sao.

Ong cau Paton Yewbeam dang an bita t6i ngudi ngit ctia minh. Nén lap
16e trong titng g6c nha bép, va c6 thém bén cay nita & trén ban. Ong cau
Paton ti nhit minh can nhiéu anh sang la dé doc chit in nho xiu trong mot
quyén sach hap dan dac biét, nhwng that ra, 6ng thap thém nén la dé xua
dud6i nhitng y nghi tam t6i ct manh nha lan mo vao tam tri 6ng. Liéu 6ng
twong twong chang, hay ding la c6 mét s6 ngudi that su la mat dang buée
di tren duong Filbert? Co nhitng nguoi dan 6ng va dan ba c 1én nhin vo
cac clta s, ro tay 1én nhitng canh céng va lan can, nheo mat nhin s6 nha va
voi vang ghi chép vao nhitng quyén s6 nhé mau den.

Gian diép, Ong cau Paton nghi. Bi gi b4 tw6c mua chudc. Lbi kéo, thoi
mién, ép budc hay bat ky thti doan nao. Ho bi han khong ché. T4t ca ching
ta roi sé ra sao day?
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Ong cau Paton rung minh va voi vang dit ly riou vang tréng xudng. Ong
lai ruing minh lan nita va can mot miéng banh mi c4 héi lanh tanh.

Ong dinh khong tra 15i tiéng gd bat thinh linh cdc cdc noi civa trede. Mot
tén trong bon chiing, 6ng nghi. Hw, ching sé khong bat minh theo kiéu thé
nay dau.

Nhung tiéng go cit tiép tuc, can ci theo nhip go thi n6 c6 vé do hoéi hon
1a dién cudng. Ong cau Paton Ian chan di v6 hanh thang.

“Ai d6?” Ong héi qua cta.

“Da, thwa 6ng Yeabeam, lam on, xin vui long, t6i phai néi chuyén véi

»

ong.

Nhan ra giong noi do, Ong cau Paton ma@ ctra tredc ra va co Brown dung
la nga nhao vao hanh lang.

“T6i phdi n6i chuyén véi 6ng, nhat dinh phai néi,” co6 Brown gap gap.
“T6i khong biét dwa vao ai nita. T6i khong biét phdi lam gi bay gio.”

“Lam on binh tinh lai di, c6 Brown,” Ong cau Paton nho nhe. “C6 diing
chit banh mi héi ca nhé?”

“Khong, khong, trr khi, a... é, vang, t6i qua doi. Chong t6i khong néi
chuyén vdi toi nita roi.”

“Lay troi! That thé qua.” Ong cau Paton lo mo di vao nha bép thip nén.
“Xin thit 16i vi khong c6 dién. Han la c6 da nhan ra diém yéu nho nho cta

»

toi.

“O, t6i khong goi dé la yéu diém, thwa 6ngYewbeam,” c6 Brown ngoi
vao chiéc ghé ma Ong cau Paton kéo ra cho co.

“Paton,” ong bao. “Co ct goi toi la Paton.”
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“Cam on,” c6 Brown c6 vé hot hoang. “Toi la Trish.”

“Trish 4. Tén dep qua.” Ong cau rét cho ¢6 Brown mdt ly rigu vang 16m.
“Nao, c6 gi thé?”

“Vang, a, toi khong biét Charlie c6 néi vdi ong chua, téi nghi la r6i, rang
toi dang lam viéc cho ngai Ezekiel Bloor. Ca hai chung tdi, anh Brown va
t0i.” Co Brown dirng lai dé thd. “Ngai ay dé nghi ching toi rat nhiéu tién
dé tim hiéu vé nhitng dira tré & Hoc vién Bloor.”

“Pé do tham ching ch, phéi khong c6 Brown?” Nghe c6 vé budc toi
trong giong néi cia Ong cau Paton.

“Om...vang!” Cd Brown thinh linh bat khéc niic né.

Ong cau Paton dwa cho c6 mot chiéc khin tay roi di t&i bé bép, ong kep
mot miéng ca hoi hun khéi vao gitta hai miéng banh mi, cat doi, xép 1én
mot cai dia nho va bung ra ban.

“Cam...cam on 6ng,” c6 Brown thut thit, lau miii bang chiéc khan ban
Ong cau Paton dwa. “Pa qué du 16i.”

“Ct¢ néi di,” Ong cau Paton khich I8.

“Gi ca?” C6 Brown c6 vé bdi r6i. “A, thé ndy, tdi da phat hién ra diéu bi
mat ciia mot trong nhitng dita tré, cu thé la Olivia Vertigo, nhung t6i khong
thé dé minh... khai ra c6 bé. Chong t6i biét dugc toi nam dwoc diéu gi do
nhung t6i tir ch6i khong ndi cho anh ay biét. Bay gio toi khong biét phai
lam gi niva.”

“Patricia!” (Ong cau Paton khong thich ding tén tit *).

Co6 Brown ngudc lén nhin 6ng, s¢ hai. “Da?”
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“Sao ¢6 lai con nghi ngd gi nita chit?” Ong cau Paton nghiém giong. “Cd
tuyét doi khong dugc thd ra 16i nao vé diéu c6 kham pha dugc. Hay suy
nghi ky coi, sy phan boi cta co sé gay hai gi cho Benjamin. Charlie sé
khong bao gid néi chuyén vGi né nita, khong bao gio dén nha c6 nita,
khong bao gio cham soc con ché nha c6 ntta. Trwéc nguy co ly di, toi tuyét
d6i cam c6 ndi gi cho chong c6 biét. Anh ta 1o rang khong nhw ¢6.”

“To6i khong nghi viéc nay sé dan dén ly di,” c6 Brown bén Ién bado. “Chi
1a ching t6i can tién.Ong biét ddy, chiing tdi vita mua mot chiéc xe hoi
mdi, va tién trang trai...”

“Néu 0 can tién thi c6 vo khdi viéc cho nhitng tham tir gidi giang nhu co
chii,” Ong cau Paton néi. “Hang loat cac vu cuép giat dot ngot gia ting
trong thanh pho kia kia, do 1a chwa ké dén nhitng vu hoa hoan dang ngo,
nhitng tai nan &m mudi va nhitng vu giét ngwoi chia tim ra manh moi. Hay
di va bao chong c6 rang lam viéc cho Hoc vién Bloor khién c6 phat bénh,
rang c6 hoan toan khong biét gi cd, va rang co sé guc nga mat néu khong
dwoc nghi ngoi.”

C0 Brown mim cudi, “Vang,” c6 thd phao. “T6i sé lam nhw thé. Cam on
ong, thwva 6ng Yewbeam. Ong khién tdi d& chiu hon r6i.”
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Chuong 17: Guwong Than Ciia Amoret

That 1a t6t khi chang ai can nho cay dén May Phtc danh thitc minh. Con
cho gia da ngt nhw chét trong can phong dudi long dat caa ba bép trudng.

Nhung Olivia khong bi 16i di gitta dém khuya, va Charlie c6 mét giac
ngu dai yén binh méot cach hiém c6. Ong cau né, tréi lai, ci? trén troc bat an.

Khong 1au sau khi ¢6 Brown ra vé, bon ba chi ctia Ong cau Paton ciing
ve nha. Ong dang & trong phong minh thi nghe tiéng cira tredc nén mot cai
ram, roi dén tiéng xi xa xi x& trong hanh lang. Ong d&n do xem c6 nén di
xuong va doi mat vGi ho hay khong. Cudi cung 6ng ty nha la minh can phai
xuong. Cé thé ho sé phdt 10 khong thém nghe 6ng ndi, nhung 6ng can phai
c6 bat ho lang nghe, vi 1gi ich cta Charlie.

Khi Ong cau Paton budc vao nha bép, 6ng thdy cac ba chi cia minh ngdi
bén ban, dang hup mot thit sup trong kinh tdm — nhin nhuw la sup bach tugc.
Tat ca déu dang tranh nhau néi va khong ai nhin 1én khi 6ng em cta ho
xuét hién. Ong da le lang tit dén di.

“Qi givi, 1a n6 ddy.”

“Cut di.”

“Bat dén 1én!” Céc ba chi cia Ong cau Paton nhao nhao gam gir 6ng.
“T6i ma bat dén 1én thi cac ba s& c6 manh thuy tinh trong sip,” Ong cau

Paton noi.
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“Theé thi ctt di,” noi Bone nat.
“Khong,” Ong cau Paton bing tdi tran bat dia va thip 1én hai ngon nén.
“Tao khong sao thdy duwgc tao dang an cai gi,” ba c6 Venetia rit lén.

“Thé con t6t hon ddy,” Ong cau Paton néi, dit nén 1én ban. “Trong gém

2 »

qua.
Pong loat bon tiéng thé hoc 1én dién gian.

“T6i muon noi chuyén vai cac chi,” Ong cau Paton 16i mot chiéc ghé &
dau ban ra.

“N6i gi?” Noi Bone 10 vé thiéu kién nhan.
“Vé con dau cua ba.”
“H®!” Ba tiép tuc suc mat vao moén stp.

“Lay troi, Grizelda, ba phai nhan thay chuyén gi dang xdy ra chi. Sy
xuat hién cta tay ba twéc — tén thay bua — dang 1y ra phai lam cac ba
choang vang chit. Cac ba chac chan khoong thé tan thanh nhitng gi han
dang lam dau - 1at tung thanh pho 1én, bép van tam tri ngwoi ta, danh cap
me cua Charlie.”

“Ba twdc Harken dy, ngai rat hung manh,” ba c6 Venetia miéng néi tay so
bong hong lua mau xanh 14 cay gan trén mai téc den ctia minh.

“Rat hung manh,” ba c6 Eustacia dém nhip dong y, vo vao chiéc tram cai
mau xanh la cay trén ve ao minh.

“Rat manh,” ba c6 Lucritie r& mét bén bong tai thuy tinh mau xanh 1a
cdy lung lang dap trén vai.
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Sw chi ¥ ctia Ong cau Paton bi hiit vé cai 14c tay bdng d4 mau xanh 14
cdy trén cd tay ndi Bone khi ba ta dwra mudng sip lén miéng. Ong ditng day
khoi ban. “Cac ba lam t6i t6m lgm, tat ca cac ba,” 6ng noi.

“Cam giac tui nay cling twong tw,” ba c6 Venetia gam gur.
Ong cau chop 14y vai ba chi 16n nhat. “Grizelda, con trai ba dau?”
“Chét r6i!” Ba noi, vay tay ong ra. “Nao, dé chung tao yén.”

“Khong phai!” Ong cau Paton gam vang. “T4t ca chiing ta déu biét Lyell
khong chét. Nhung ma né ¢ dau? Bo ba khong nhan thay ga ba twéc cua ba,
cai tén thay bua loc 16i dy, dang c6 lam cho Amy quén chong co dy hay
sao?”

“Chirng nao Amy con nh@ t&i Lyell, c6 ta con gitt han bam viu vao cai
thé gigi nay,” Eustacia, ké tién tri, néi vdi 6ng, “Nhung néu c6 ta quén
chong di thi mot ngay, mot tuan, sau dé6 mot thang, han sé bién mat vinh
vién. Khong bao gio trd lai.”

“Co nang da thao nhan ctia c6 nang ra r6i,” ba c6 Venetia hé ha.

“DPé la budc dau tién,” ba co Eustacia dé thém. “Bay gid chi c6 thang bé
m&i co thé gitt cho thang bé no thoi thop thoi.”

“Ma no thi dén mat cha cling cha nhd,” ba c6 Venetia mim cwoi doc dia.

“Sé tot hon cho tat cd moi nguwdi néu Lyell Bone bi quén lang,” ba c6
Lucretia noi, liéc nhin ba chi 1én cta minh.

Guong mat noi Bone tro nhu tang da.

Ong cau Paton tron mét kinh hai nhin ho. “T6i khong thé tin 1a minh lai
duwgc nghe nhitng diéu nay. B4 twéc sé dwa c6 Amy vao qua khi, vao tuwong
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lai, Ai biét 1a di dau. O, phai roi, toi biét vé Gwong Than cia Amoret. Cac
ba that sy mudn Charlie mat ca cha lan me sao?”

“Tui nay hét hy vong vao thang Charlie r6i,” ngi Bone thang thirng. “C6
thoi bon ta twong no sé theo bon ta, sé dat tai phép cuia né vao viéc hitu ich.
Nhung né qua giong thang cha né. Gid thi ta nhan ra roi. Khong ai trong
cha con ching n6 mudén theo bon ta, mu6n la mot phan trong ké hoach vi
dai, kiém soat thé gidi cua Ezekiel. Ching khong chiu phuc tung!”

“Bo cac ba khong thdy diéu d6 1a dang ty hao a?” Ong cau Paton ling
lang noi.

“P6 ngu!” N6i Bone cay cu. “DPirng hong c6 twong lai nao cho ké boi
nguwoc dong nwdc. Mi can phdi xu6i dong néu mi mudn c6 quyeén lyc.”

“Xudi dong? Huy hoai cudc doi nguwoi ta? Panh cap con cai ngudi ta? Bo
1a nhitng gi cac ngudi goi 1a quyen luc u?” Ong cau Paton quay goét va roi
phong, run lén vi kinh tom.

Tat ca diéu nay roi sé két thiic & dau? Ong au sau ti héi khi leo 1én
nhitng bac thang t6i thui. Nhitng ngén tay 6ng nam phdi manh gidy da dé
trong tii 4o va ong syc nhd rang van con hy vong — néu tim thay nha vua.

Tai hoc vién Bloor, nguyén mot ngay troi qua ma ca c6 Brown lan chua
Brown déu khong thay dau. Charlie bat dau hy vong cha me Benjamin da
do6i y. Cé 1é ho khong dang tam di do tham bon tré.

Trong Phong Nha Vua t6i hdm do cha ai hé rang 1ay mot 10i. Tat cad déu
cam dau vao lam bai tap, tuyét nhién khong dita nao nhin vao mat dira nao.
C nhw thé mot cudc dinh chién ngam vira dugce tuyén bo, mac du Charlie
biét la diéu do6 sé khong kéo dai. Bon Joshua, Drocas L.oom, hai chi em sinh
d6i chi dang rinh chd co hdi tot va dang van dung céng lyc thoi. Con vé
Manfred, chac chan ai d6 sé phai tra gia cho bo mat seo khiing khiép cta
han.
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Asa khong ng6i cho thwong 1€ cia né bén canh Manfred, ma hoi tach ra
mot chut. Ké tr khi cai bong dén day, Asa c6 vé cang thang, cit thac tha
thac thém... hét nhv mot con thu trong dan tha kia, Charlie nghi.

Sau gio lam bai tap, Charlie dudi theo kip Tancred va Lysander trwdc khi
hai anh 16n 1én t¢i phong ngu chung cua ho. “Ngay mai chung ta gap nhau
& dau dé dugc khong?” Charlie héi tham. “Em can 101 khuyén... a, that ra la
can sy giup d& cua cac anh.”

“Trong phong V&, tredc bita t6i,” Lysander liéc xudi hanh lang. “Manfred
tGi kia,” anh ha thap giong.

Charlie bwdc 1ui 1ai, “Chuc ngu ngon, Sander! Chuic ngu ngon, Tanc!”
Charlie la to khi hai anh 16n rao budc di khoi.

Charlie biét minh sé khong thoat dé dang nhw mdy anh. Ngay tiép theo,
né cam thdy mot ban tay nang trich de 1én vai minh, néng bong. Charlie
nhin lai dau dén. “Ui da!” N6 nguéce 1én nhin thing vao cai mit 16 16 clia
Manfred.

“Nay, nay, chéng mét nhin k¥ di,” Manfred hin hoc. “Pep ddy chit? Ong
cau may chiu trach nhiém cho diéu nay day.” Manfred gio ngon tay choc
vao hai cai seo 16n hon.

Bi roi vao tinh huoéng doi héi phai khéo 1éo, Charlie dang 1y ra phai thong
cam v6i Manfred, nhung thay vao do, né lap bap, “Dé la 16i tai thay.”

“Tai tao a?” Manfred duc nam ddm vao vai Charlie.

“Charlie vdn vai thoat ra. Con dau x€é gan. Y nhut mot que cGi nong ruc
dam vao ba vai. “Ui da! D6 1a gi vay?”

“Tao da bao may trudc roi ma, hay goi tao la ngai.” Manfred gio hai ban
tay len, chia long ban tay ra ngoai. “Cai do la sy dau don, Charlie Bone.
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Hai ban tay nay chita day sy dau dén. Birng c6 tréu choc tao kéo lai khién
tao st dung chung nita bay gio.”

Charlie nhin tho 16 vao tdm lung cia Manfred khi ga thanh nién cao
nhong, xwong xau buwdc di khoi. Vay la Manfred c6 mét tai phép méi. Han
dang trd nén gidong nhw Borlath, con trai 16n nhit cia Vua Do, ké giét chéc
bang Itva. Tot hét la loan ngay cadi tin titc, Charlie nghi.

Budi t6i hom sau, Fidelio xung phong lanh phan lam Billy mat tap trung
trong khi nhitng dua khac gap nhau tai xwong vé. Khong phai la chung
khong tin Billy, ma bdi vi nhiéu dita c6 phap thuat vang mat qua thi dé
khién nguoi ta sinh nghi. That ra dung xwéng vé lam noi tu hop la kha
phiéu lwu. Rat c6 thé Joshua va Dorcas sé dot ngot xong vao. Ca hai dira
ching né déu & khoa Hoi hoa, mac dau khong diva nao t6 ra ham thich vé.

Charlie la di¥a cudi cung dén hop. Mai né méi xoay x& lén ra khoi phong
ngu chung dwgc, trong khi Billy va Fidelio cai nhau véi Bragger Braine vé
viéc chudt cong an dit chudt dong.

No6 thay bon ban ngoi bét duwdi dat bén canh day ctra s6 dai nhin ra vuon.
Mot bite tranh cia Emma vé mot con chim 16n da che khuat bon nhé — dé
mot birc tranh hét sitc dep, Charlie xem xét n6 dwdi anh sang tir chiéc dén
bao mai cua Lysander.

“Olivia da ké cho bon anh nghe vé vu bitc twong,” Lysander noi khi
Charlie quy gbi xuéng bén canh anh.

“Va bay ong nita,” Tancred thém vao, cuwoi tit.
“Em cho rang bay ong da cttu song em,” Charlie n6i.

“Keé tir bay gio tui anh sé phai dé mat dén em, Charlie a,” Gabriel dé
nghi. “Céi thang Tilpin nhai ranh d6 da nhat dinh an thua du vGi em r6i.”
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Lysander mang theo mdt quyén so tay. Anh dé nghi cad bon hay lap bang
phan cong dé Charlie khong bao gid phai di mdt minh trong gio nghi gii
lao dau tién ngay mai, thit Nam.” Anh m& quyén so ra, dat xuéng dat va
viét chit “thit Nam” & trén cung trang dau tién.

“Sander,” Charlie ngap ngirng. “Khong phdi 1a em lo lang cho chinh em
dau.”

“0, em phai lo chit,” Tancred nai.
“Em biét, va di nhién em ciing hoi sg, nhung me em mdi that sw 1a dang

lo. Bang cach nao dé em phdi 1dy cho dugc Gwong Than cuia Amoret. Néu

»
oo

khong thi em... em
“Khong thi bo lam sao?” Emma nhe nhang hai.

“Em nghi cai bong sé bat me em ra khéi thé gi¢i nay. Han c6 thé di chu
du bang chiéc gwong, giong kiéu nhw em vay. Me em da bi han ém bua r6i;
me da quén mat ba em, me khong bao gid ¢ nha; lan cudi cung em gap me,
me da nhin swot qua em, nhw thé em khong ton tai vay.”

L1 ban cta Charlie 16 vé khiép hai dén noi né wdc chi minh thu lai dwoc
nhitng 15i vira n6i. Noi kinh hoang duong nhw da cudp sach 16i néi ctia bon
tré con, mai cho dén khi Olivia cat tiéng, “Pé té lam cho!”

Ca bon nhin con nho, va Lysander hoi, “Lam gi?”
“Pé em lay chiéc guwong cho,” Olivia néi, mat rang rd.
“Em tham chi con khong biét né & dau co ma,” Tancred bao.

“Cho nao c6 han la c6 né, dung chwra nao?” Olivia néi véi giong thurc té.
“Charlie bao ba twéc Harken Badlock gid la quan Iy mdi cia Vuwong Quéc.
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Om, em biét chidc chin ring ngudi chu cii séng trong mot cin ho sa hoa &
trén tang chot cia ctra hang.”

“Vay em dinh lam gi? Nang chiéc gwong ngay tridc mii han u?”
Tancred ndi. “Dé la chwa ké em c6 vao duge can ho gac mai dac biét cta
han hay khong day, khi ma n6 duwgc hai tén tay sai dac lyc canh gac nghiém
ngat suét dém ngay.”

“Purng c6 giéu di, Tancred Torsson,” Olivia phan déi kich liét. “Chac
chan em sé dogi dén chirng nao tén ba twdc di khoi. Thé nao han cling sé dwa
me cua Charlie di du hi cu6i tuan trén chiéc limo béng 16n dé ma.”

“Tréng bo sé chang an nhap gi véi Vuong Qudc, Liv a,” Charlie nhan
xét. “Minh khong néi la bé khong banh, hay la gi gi, nhung c6 diéu...”

“Thé mdi la ché cho me t¢ x0ng vao,” doi mat xam cuda Olivia long lanh
phan khich. “Me t& mé lam cdi gi dé dai loai nhw thé nay chét di dugce. Vira
roi me td cling mdi vao mot vai gdm ghiéc nhu thé ddy. Tui minh sé c6
duwoc coi mot man ngoan muc. Tin té di. Trong me t& sé cuc ki ruc r6. Doi
ngli nhan vién & Vuong Qudc sé lang xang xoan xuyt dé lam cho me té hai
long. T& sé 1én vo trong khi ho con dang ctii chao véi lai quy goi.”

Mot quang im lang trong khi ca bon tiéu hoa ké hoach cta Olivia.
“Minh nghi y nay tuyét voi day,” Cubi cung Emma néi.
Tat ca tan dong.

“Chi c6 mot diéu,” Lysander néi, “em sé dé cai gwong ¢ dau khi ma, a
néu ma em lay dugc n?”

“Nha em,” Olivia dap gon lon. “Charlie c6 thé gap em & do.”
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“T6 nghi bon minh cling sé tGi do luon,” Lysander nhin Tancred va
Garbiel.

“Tat nhién,” Tancred nhat tri.
Garbiel gat dau sot sang.

Nguyén dam ditng 1én, dudi canh tay va ngo ngoe nhitng cang chan bi
chudt rat vi ng6i 1au. Nhung Lysander khong dé cho ca bon di vé ma chwa
1ap ké hoach phan cong bao vé Charlie. Méi phiit ctia moi gio nghi giai lao
déu phai dugc tinh dén. Fidelio sé duwgc thong bao vé nhiém vu ctia minh
trong ké hoach, ngay khi tui n6 tim gap riéng duwgc cau chang.

Charlie hoi ngai ngung trwdc toan bo sw sap xép nay. That xau ho khi
nghi minh khong thé tw bao trong dwgc cai than minh. Song, ciing dé chiu
lam khi biét m6i buwdc chan ra ngoai né sé khong phai chi c6 mot minh.

K& hoach cua Olivia day ap nhitng nguy hiém. Cé rat nhiéu ké hé khién
vu viéc c6 thé chéch choac, nhwng ma, ky nghi cudi tuan da can ke, tinh
than Charlie dang phan chan hon bao gid hét. Vu viéc phai thanh cong.
Khong thé nghi t6i that bai.

Chang dta nao phai biét tinh sao véi Billy. Thang nhé khong muén &
thém mot cudi tuan nita trong Hoc vién Bloor, nhung nha ctia Charlie
khong phai la noi ta tic dé chiu, véi mot ba ngoai bi dong citng trong bon
tam va mot ba me bi bua mé khuat phuc. Ngoai ra, khong ai nghi dugc tai
phép cua Billy c6 thé gitp ich gi cho chién dich qua bat trac nay. Thang bé
chi t6 vieéng chan vueéng cang ma thoi.

“Billy c6 thé & nha minh,” Emma dé nghi. “Minh khéng nghi minh hitu
ich gi nhiéu trong vu nay.”

Billy rédt hdo hitc v6i vién canh nghi cudi tuan tai tiém sach c6 Ingledew.
Khéng c6 cho cai nhau véi Rembrandt, chi c6 con vit hién lanh dé tro
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chuyén. Va di cia Emma lai 1a mot dau bép xuat sac.

Vao luc muoi mot gio ba muoi sang thit By, c6 Amy Bone ra khoi can
phong tang trén cung ctia minh. Charlie chac han sé khong thé nao nghe
thdy tiéng budc chan nhe nhang cia me néu khong c6 y chd nghe. Khi c6
tdi chan day cau thang dau tién, Charlie budc ra ngoai chiéu nghi.

Dién mao ctia c6 Amy khién Charlie khong thot duwgc 16i nao. Me n6
dién ao khoac 16ng thu hao nhoang va t6c mugt nhw lua vang. Hai hat ngoc
trai 16n treo ton teng hai bén tai, con mong tay thi son mau xanh 1a cay choi
loi. Tim Charlie hut mat mot nhip khi né thay chiéc nhan cwdi ctia me
khong con nita. Ma thay vao vi tri d6 la chiéc nhan ngoc luc bao to twéng,
sang choi 16i trén ngdn tay me.

“Me di dau vay?” No6 nghen ngao hoi.

“Pi choi.” Co6 di xudng trong day cau thang thi hai trong doi giay got
cao chét vot khién dang c6 nhap nhé nhw lan song.

Charlie di theo me, nhing me né roi nha ma khong ngodanh lai 1an nao.
Charlie chay bo vao nha bép va ngd tran troi ra ctra s6 khi chiéc limousine
vang choa do xich bén 1é dwong. Mat mét luc Charlie mat hét tinh than dén
té liét, nhung roi, syc nhé day la gidy phit minh dang trong dgi, né nhao vo
hanh lang va goi dién thoai cho Olivia.

“Alod!” Giong hén hé tir phia dau gidy bén kia vang lén.

“Me minh di r6i,” Charlie thong bao. “Me minh di v§i...” N6 ngiing
sing, miéng van con ha ra, ndi Bone tir phong khach xdc vao. “Con khong
biét noi ¢ nha, noi!”

“Khong biét ha? May dang goi cho ai d6?”
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“Ald! Alb!” Gigng cta Olivia n6 luc buc ra khoi 6ng nghe. T4t ca nhitng
tiét hoc kich da luyén cho con nhé mot giong noi rat ranh rot, réo rat. “Co
ay di vdi ai, tay ba...”

Charlie bit tay vao 6ng nghe. “La ban con, Olivia &y ma,” N6 bao v&i noi
Bone. “Con dang dinh ra ban ay di an trwa, bdi vi me di ra ngoai r6i, va con
khong nghi 1a con nhiéu do6 an ¢ nha.”

“May nghi ding day,” ba ndi n6 néi. “bi di, di ma ra né.”

Charlie di 6ng nghe sat vao miéng, “Um, thi minh da néi ddy, me minh
di r6i... trén mot chiéc xe 10ng lay.” N6 cudi toac hoac véi ndi Bone, “Vay
thi minh dén an trwva nhé? Ba ndi minh, ba dang ditng day nay, bao thé ciing
duwgc.”

“T4t nhién,” Olivia n6i bang giong khodi chi dwgc kim lai. “Me minh véi
minh da san sang roi. Hen gap lai, Charlie.”

Ong cau Paton da duogc thong bao vé ké hoach ndy, va mic du rét lo sg
tui nho gap nguy hiém néu cé gi truc trac, nhung 6ng ciling thira nhan 1a ké
hoach dé6 rat dang thir, bang khong thi Charlie sé mat lu6n ca me.

Charlie giat chiéc 4o khoac ra khoi phong minh va tho dau qua ctra
phong Ong cau Paton. “Me con di 16i, di v6i ké-ma-ai-ciing-biét day, vay la
tat ca hé thong da khéi dong,” n6 bao cho Ong cau.

Ong cau Paton ngwdc mét khéi ban viét. “Chiic may man!” Ong bao. “Ta
sé doi.”

Co Vertigo quyét dinh mac do khoac da mau do bo sat ngwoi va di bot
den cao go6t. Thém chiéc mii bé-ré nhung dé va tii xach to vang 6ng anh
nita cho hoan tat 1€ bo. Trong c6 dén la choang. Tuy nhién, Olivia khong
muon noi dinh ddm nhw me. H6m nay n6 déng vai mot tiéu thu rut ré, bén
1én. Vi quan jeans tuénh toang, do khodc vai len tho kiéu linh thuy, va mai
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toc da tré vé mau nau nhat tw nhién, trong con nho ding la hién than cua su
ngay tho.

“Con c0 mang theo dién thoai di dong ctua con chwa?” Co Vertigo hoi
con gai khi ho dén Vwong Quaoc.

“Trong tui quan con day ro6i,” Olivia dap.
“Phai hita goi cho me khi con gap rac roi day nhé.”
“Puong nhién.”

“Hao hitng qua di mat,” me cua Olivia nd véi hai ga gac ctra mot nu cuoi
rang r&d va ho 1ap tirc nhdy x6 t6i mad ctra ra rong hét cd.

Olivia va c0 Vertigo buwdc vao ctra hang hoi am u diu dang, toa huong
thom ngot ngao, va dong dén khéng ngo.

“Bén gidm gia!” Co Vertigo reo mig. “Oi, Liv, thii vi qua! Chiing ta hay
bat dau v6i khan quang c6 ch nhi?”

Olivia theo me sang t6i quay trung bay khan quang c6 muon mau sac sd.
Co Vertigo lién thudng thite thi vui cia minh. Co6 da c6 san bon cdy son
boéng ttr mau hong nhat cho dén do twoi. “T6i muodn lya mét chiéc khan tiép
mau v§i tirng cdy son nay,” c6 bao vdi nguwdi ban hang. “Ching phai bang
lua thién nhién, khong qua vuong ma khong qua dai, va hy vong, giam gia
chi con ntta gia,” c6 chép chdp hang mi gia ctia minh.

Trong lic mot nhom nhan vién ctra hang an mdc lich duyét vay quanh me
Olivia, non na, riu rit moi chao, Olivia linh di khoi. Lach len qua dam dong
dang san hang dang tra gia, con nho chay tdéi thang may va nhdy vao, vira
lic ctta dong sap lai. Mot cdp vo chong gia mim cwdi véi n6 dau kia thang
mdy. Ca hai déu mac do khodac ca r6 mau nau va doi mi phét vai ni mém.
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“P0i?” nguoi dan ong hoi 16 ngd giong nwdc ngoai.
“P6i?” Olivia khong hiéu.

“Ong dy héi chau lén tang hai a,” ngudi phu nit gia giai thich, thic vao
nguoi dng chong “Ong 4y hay néi sai 1dm. Tiéng Anh ctia ba kha hon.”

“Cam on ong ba, khong a. Khong phai tang hai,” Olivia tra 10i.

Nguoi dan 6ng lai héi. “Ba. b6n?” Ngon tay 6ng ra ra trén bang bam s6.
“Po choi,” Olivia dap

“A, do choi,” nguoi dan 6ng thd dai. “Uédc gi ta biét né & ting mdy.”
“Nhanh lén, Herman. Chung toi di day, bai bai.”

Ctra thang may m@& va ho lum cum bwéc ra ngoai, ngwoi phu nit vay tay
nhe va 6ng Herman van kho s& 1am bam vé do chaoi.

Cudi cung dugc ¢ lai m6t minh, Olivia nhan mot nit khéng dé so va
thang may vit 1én tang trén cung cta toa nha. Khi ctra md&, Olivia hé nhin
ra. Cach do vai mét c6 mét ga dan 6ng phuwong phi dang ngoi doc bao, ban
chan ga duong nhw chim han vao mét bién 16ng mau den trai khap, dén tan
cung day hanh lang dai. Bén canh ga dan 6ng dé la canh ctra kinh trang c6
gan chir “Noble” bang dong.

Olivia nghi nhanh. Ctta thang may dang bat dau dong. N6 lai nhan nut
lan nita. Khi cita thang may mé ra lai, bong nghe c6 tiéng chiém chiép 1én.
Ga dan 6ng cau nhau, dat to bao xudng va lao voi tdi cudi hanh lang, noi do6
mot con chim vo canh phanh phach quanh hé thng den chiéu sang.

Olivia v6i chay ra khoéi thang may, hwéng t6i canh ctta dé chit “Noble”.
Cwa khong khoa. Olivia 1én vao trong va nhe nhang dong canh ctra lai sau
lung.
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Tham 16ng mau trang ngap t6i mat ca chan, Olivia ng6é quanh can hg
quai di. “Khong c6 thoi gian dé dom ngd, Liv,” né ty nhu, trong khi nhin
lw6t qua chiéc ngé sofa bang da ngwa ltn, may cai ban bang nga voi va
nhitng con chim nhoi bong trong dén phat kinh.

C6 hai canh ctra dan ra khoi phong khach rai 16ng. Olivia thir day canh
ctra gan nhat. Canh ctta m& vao mot ti quan ao rong thénh thang, cé thé di
han vao dugc. B6 nao khong bang 16ng tha thi cling mau xanh 14 cay. Mot
tam guwong dai treo trén twong. Nhung khong c6 dau hiéu gi cua chiéc
guwong nhé co xwa. Olivia lui tré ra.

Canh ctra thit hai dan vao mét can phong hita hen hon nhiéu. Mt cai
givong bon coc khong 16 1t lu ngay gitta phong, phu kin nhitng tdm tranh
théu trong cé dén hang tram tudi.

Lam thé quai nao ma ching lén dugc t6i day? Olivia thac mac. Cai
giwvong khong 16 trong nhw do dnh, mot thwva ma chinh Olivia cling c6 thé
lam ra. Ngay lap tirc, n6 da c6 cau tra 1oi. Cai giwvong dung la do phu phép
ma thanh. Ca cai ti com-m6t den thui dwa vao twong ciling vay. Ching
khong phai la 4o anh ma la nhitng vat dung c6 xwa dwgc mang tGi day bang
ma thuat.

Mot céi ghé gho to dénh dang dung & goc phong. Trong né xuwa xtra xira
xtra v@i lung ghé cao cong g6 1én va hai tay ghé day bi moéi an. Olivia da
tirng thdy mot chiéc ghé nhw vay trong vién bao tang dia phuong.

Lo ba twdc cét cai gwong & dau? Co 1é han khong bao gid dé xa khéi
tam mat cua han. Ban thi tréng 16c, con ghé thi tham chi khong cé 1ay mot
miéng 16t dém bén trén. Olivia tién dén cai giwvong. Khong c6 gi & dudi goi
hay & gitta nhitng tdm trai trang toat, ho bot cirng. N6 di dén ti com-mot.
Bat dau tir ngan kéo trén cuing, né md ra, r6i mé tiép tirng cai mot.
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Rong khong, rong khong, rong khong. Trai tim Olivia chim lim. N6 phai
quy goi xudng san nha dé 16i cai ngan kéo cudi cung ra. Cai nay rit kin kit
va run lén ban bat khi Olivia giat tay nam, nhung n6 chi hé ra dugc c6 vai
phan. Olivia dut han ca canh tay vao va khua khoang luc lgi. Ngén tay né
cham vao cai gi d6 lang lang, dep dep, & tudt trong cung. Tt tr, Olivia
khéu vat dé ra trwéc va 16i khédi ngan kéo.

Pang 1€ ra chang c6 gi ngac nhién khi ma mén do ta hy vong tim héa ra
lai nam & cho ma ta it mong cho nhat. Tuy nhién Olivia sitng s véi kham
pha ctia minh dén mitc né phai ng6i bét xudng trén hai got chan va hit tha
that sau vai hoi lién méi hoi tinh dé ngam nghia céi vat dang nam trén dui
minh.

Do 1a mot cai gwong — rat cod xuwa, xét theo dién mao ctia n6. Vong tron
thay tinh, néu ta goi do la thuy tinh, dwoc khéo léo gan vao mot khung vang
tinh t€. Nhitng hoa van kj xdo dwgc khac vao vang: Hinh nhitng chiéc 14,
nhitng chi chim va hinh nhitng sinh vat nhé xiu c6 mat can da quy dang
nhay mua. Can gwong hinh 6-van dai bang bac va vang xoan vao nhau, va
khi Olivia cam cai can, n6 cam thay mot luong hoi am toa khap nguwoi. Tw
tir, n6 dwa gwong 1én mat soi. Khong c6 hinh phan chiéu. Minh la ma ca
rong chang? Olivia ch6t da, nheo mat vao khodnh thay tinh. Minh dang &
dau day?

Mot man swong méng cuén cudn trén bé mat thuy tinh, nhung du co
cang mat, Olivia van khong thé thay gi dang sau man swong. Suc nhd ra s
nguy hiém cua phi vy, con nho lat dat déong ngan kéo lai va nhét tam guong
vao trong tui chiéc 4o khodac len thé ctia minh. Lic vao n6 da quén khong
lam cho con chim 4o ctia minh bién di, va ty héi liéu tén linh gac da phat
hién ra dé chi la do anh hay chwa. N6 can phai tao ra thit gi d6 kich tinh
hon dé danh lac hwéng han lan thit hai. Nham mat lai, né hinh dung khoi
bdc 1én tir tam tham len. N6 khong quén dam thém mui 16ng chay khét let,
ma no phai twdng twong ra bdi vi nd chwa ngi thay cai mui dé bao gio.
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Di nhén got qua can hg, no ap tai vao canh cita chinh. Cé tiéng chtri raa
dau dang xa va tiéng bwdc chan thinh thich vong vao tai n6. Nin thé, Olivia
m& ctia, 1én ra va nhe nhang déng lai ngay. Khoi gia da tao nén vé liva. O
dau dang kia hanh lang, tén linh gac kinh hoang dang nhay bach bach ca
hai chan trén tdm tham chdy sém. Ngay khi mang khdéi nay bién mat thi mot
mang khoi khac lai xudt hién.

Olivia chay bay téi thang may va nhan nit. Thang may dang ban. N6 lai
nhan nita, nhan nita, nhan nita.Tén linh nghi 1ay hoi trong cudc chién vdi
tam tham. Han vo dau va nhin xu6i xuéng hanh lang. Olivia nép rim vao
canh ctra thang mdy. Mot tiéng binh 16n, sac gon. ctta m@ ra va né lum
chum choém vao, héi ha vira nhan nit xuéng tang trét vira ldo dao dya luwng
vao buc twong phia sau.

“E!” Tén linh géc goi to.

Nhung Olivia dang trén dwong di xuéng, mirng ron vi thang may khong
dirng lai 1an nao cho t&i khi xudng tdi tang trét. Lam ra vé tinh ba hét stic,
Olivia chay u ra ché me n6. Mdc du ngudi dong nghin nghit nhung Olivia
chang kho khan gi ma khong xac dinh dugc céi do khoac do chéi loi caa co
Vertigo. Lic nay c6 dang ban ron ¢ quay ban do trang diém. Khi Olivia tGi
noi, no thay trén quay sap ling cing nhitng kem, phan, bt chai mascara,
choi va chai lo.

“Me, chung ta di thoi,” Olivia giuc.

Cd Vertigo quay qua va thdy guong mét hét hai cia con gai. “0, §,” ¢o
nd véi nguwdi ban hang mot nu cwdi thiéu ndo. “Xin 16i, chiing khong phai
la nhitng thit t6i muén. Cha c6 moén nao dugc cd. Cam on c6 rat nhiéu.”

Ngudi ban hang tron mat nhin dong bitra bon trén quay khi Olivia 16i me
no di khoi.

“Viéc co thanh khong?” Co Vertigo hoi.
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Olivia gat dau.

Vra ra dén ngoai dwong, ho va thang vao c6 Chrystal, c6 nay, that khong
thé tin ndi, dang nam tay Joshua Tilpin.

“Co Chrystal do a?” Co6 Vertigo no6i bang giong xdi 16i, pho treong qua
sitc. “Cudc mua sim nay hay qud, co nhi? O, ai day?” C6 mim cudi vdi
Joshua.

“MGt trong nhitng hoc sinh cua t6i,” ¢6 Chrystal dap nhe héu. “Tén cau
ta 1a Joshua. Nha treong yéu cau toi di mua cho né mét chiéc do so-mi
mai.”

“M0ot chiéc so-mi dat tién cho mot thang bé!” Co Vertigo nhan xét, nhay
mat t6i nhitng cay cot cam thach cia Vwrong Quaoc.

Co Chrystal gia tang ng6 lo 161 nhan xét va hoi ha 16i Joshua vao trong
cra hang.

“T6i nghiép thang bé,” co Vertigo xuyt xoa. “Trong no 1éo khéo thuong
tam qua.”

“Me dirng c6 tin nhw thé, me,” Olivia cdp han canh tay minh vao canh
tay me. “Lam on nhanh lén.”

Charlie dang ditng trén nhitng bac tam cap nha c6 Verttgo khi Olivia va
me vé dén nha. N6 biét st ménh da thanh cong ngay khi vira trong thay
guong madt cuwoi cwoi nhung lo au caa Olivia.

“Hai me con t¢ da dam sam vao Joshua va c6 Chrystal,” Olivia bao v&i
Charlie khi tat ca di vao tién sanh rong thénh thang nha Vertigo. “Chac
chan ho sé nghi ngd va td nghi tén linh gac da trong thay t6.”
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“Hay c hy vong la khéng nhin thay han di.” Charlie néi. “Cho minh
xem cai guong dugc khong, Liv?”

“Pung day, chiing ta cuing xem nao. C6 khong chd néi nita r6i,” Co6
Vertigo quang do khodac 1én mac va day bon tré vao phong khach.

Olivia rut cai guong ra thi bong c6 tiéng no 16n & trudce cira. Ngay lap tic
c6 hai hinh hai xuat hién bén ngoai ctra s6 kiéu Phap.

Co Vertigo thét len.

“Khong sao dau me,” Olivia ndi. “Do la Tancred va Lysander. Cac anh
ay dén dé trg giap day.”

“Va ching ta sé can cac anh ay,” Charlie néi khi mot tiéng no nita rung
chuyén céd ngoi nha. “Xem ra b6 c6 dudi bam ro6i, Liv.”
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Chuong 18: Tén Thay Bua Va Nhirng Dita Tré Dugc Ban Phép Thuat

Tancred va Lysander khong thich gi bang duwoc thach thirc. Khéng can
nhin ching ciing biét nhitng vi khach khong mdi ma dén nha c6 Vertigo la
ai. Tiéng sua gat gong da to cao tat ca.,

“L cho san,” Lysander noi.

“Bon nha Loom!” Tancerd cwdi nhu da biét chuyén. Nguwéc lén trdi, cha
gio hai tay lén. Chdp mat sau, mot thac nuwdc tir trén cao do xuong, hét nhuw
mot clra cong tir trong may ma ra.

Olivia m@ nhitng canh ctra s6 kiéu Phap* cho Lysander chay vao nha.
Mura van chit trén dau Tancred nhw thac. Chi trong tich tac, chu da ding
trong xap xi ba phan nuwéc, véi chdp rach ngoan ngoeo qua bai c6 phang li
nha c6 Vertigo thanh nhitng dai 4nh sang l6a mat.

“Cau ta bi sét danh bay gio,” c6 Vertigo hot hoang. “Ai d6 16i cau ta vao

»

mau.
“Cau dy khong bi sét danh dau,” Lysander bao c6. “Cau dy lam ra thoi
tiét ma.”

Olivia chay vao nha bép, noi cé6 mot ctva s6 nhé nhin ra duwong. Bing
chum nhum trén bac thém, bon anh em nha Loom dang chdi v6i khong ché
1i ché ctia ching. Nhitng sinh vat phat r6 dang 16ng 16n cang day xich, co
chay thoat khoi con bao.
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Vira nguyeén rda cdi tinh thé khé xoi nay, bon anh em nha Loom vira hdm
hue cut khoi ngoi nha va loang choang chay qua muwa, bi 1t cho diéen 16i di.

Olivia chay tré vao phong khach va thong bao, “Bon ching chu6n roi!”

“O hay qu4,” c6 Vertigo mirng r&, 6 von 1a ngwdi hoan hon rat nhanh
sau bién cd, nhu thé n6 chwa bao gio xay ra vay. “Céc chéau goi anh t6c
vang vao dugc roi day, xong chiing ta sé xoi banh bo x6p.”

“Chau e la chwa xong dau, thwa c6 Vertigo,” Lysander noi. “Bon anh em
nha Loom la d6 v& van so vGi nhitng gi sap xay ra.”

“Chéu dinh néi vé cai tay thay bua do6 chit gi? Han ciing khong lam c6
hoan dvgc bita tra ctia minh dau,” cd Vertigo nhan xét v4i vé binh tinh la

ky. “Ct¢ nghi ma xem, ching ta van chua an tra co ma, dang khong?”

“Xin phép c6,” Charlie khé khang ndi, “chau khong thé an dwoc gi vao
lic nay ca. Chau chi mu6n xem cai gwong thoi.”

Olivia 16i chiéc gwong ra khoi tii 40 n6 mot cach bay buém. “Bay!”
“Oi troi oi!” Nguoi me thét 1én. “Tuyét, tuyét, tuyét dep.”

“Gheé qua,” Lysander ngo vao khoang thuy tinh. “Nhung n6 khong phai
la gwong.Chau chang trong thay gi ca.”

“That nhe ngudi,” Olivia néi. “Vay ma em c twdng minh la ma ca rong

’

chw.”
“Cho minh xem?” Charlie vuon tay ra.

Olivia dwa cho né chiéc gwong, “Pang ay dinh lam gi v6i no vay,
Charlie?”
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“Minh van chwa nghi ra, minh chi muén gat n6 ra khoi tén ba twdc thoi.
Nhung bay gio...” Charlie nhin man swong phu trén bé mat guwong. “Minh
muon & lai mot minh véi né mot chit.”

“Di nhién, Charlie,” Olivia dan Charlie 1én phong ctia n6. Con bé dé
Charlie ngb6i lén givong thi thao “chiic may man” r6i déng civa lai, dé
Charlie bén trong.

Trong vai gidy Charlie sg dén noi khong dam nhin cai gwong lan nita. N6
nhdm mét lai va 16i cia Ong cau Paton véng vé v6i né. “Hay nhin vao
guong va ngroi ma chau wéc ao dugce thiy sé hién ra. Néu chdu muén tim
nguwoi do, hay nhin thém lan nita, va cai gwong sé dwa chau dén cho ho, cho
du ho & bat ¢t noi nao.”

“Nhung minh khong thé nhé mat ba,” Charlie thé dai. “Ai do gitp toi
VOL.

N6 cam thdy c6 gi dé quét nhe noi c6 minh, va con buém bay dau 1én
khung vang cuia chiéc giwong va nhe nhang vo d6i canh bac. Man swong mu
phia trén mat gwong bat dau tan di.

“Lam sao minh nhé ra day?” Charlie khé hdi con buém trang.
“Hay nh& nhitng gi nguwoi c6 thé nhd,” mot giong vang tdi.

Charlie nghi nguwgc vé quang thoi gian trede khi né song trong can nha
Filbert. N6 nh¢ téi mot nha bép sang trung; né con rat bé béi vi gau vay
bong bénh ctia me cham gan sat mat n6. Me dang ngdm nga theo diéu nhac
tr mot phong khac vong sang. Charlie r¢i nha bép va budc qua hanh lang.
N6 ddy méd mot canh cira va budc vé phia nhitng cai chan thanh nha ctia
cdy dan piano 16n. Nhitng tdm rém ctta trang tinh bay phong 1én theo con
gi6 lua qua ctra s6. Nguwoi dan 6ng ngoi bén cay dan piano quay lung lai
Charlie. Ong mic 4o khoac mau ndu va mai téc den diy chdm cé 4o. Ngén
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tay ong lwét trén phim dan, nhung Charlie buwéc vong qua ghé dau, nguai
dan 6ng ngirng choi va nhin xuéng. “Chao Charlie!” Ong néi.

Sv choang vang vi nhan ra suyt khién Charlie mat y thitc. N6 tirng thay
ngwoi dan 6ng nay roi. Thay nhiéu lan nita la khac. M@i cach day mot tuan
th6i né con noi chuyén véi 6ng, ma khong biét 6ng la cha minh. Nam chac
guwong hon nita, n6 nhin tran tran vao doi mat den biét cwdi dy cho dén khi
cam thdy minh tr6i dén gan hon. Khi gwong mat cha n6 bat dau lui xa, n6
thét 1én. “Dua ta di theo 6ng ay,” va chiéc gwong lam theo.

Gio thi n6 da ¢ trong mot can phong khac: dé la phong nhac trong Hoc
vién Bloor. Nhung ¢ day cay dan piano im lim. B&i vi nguoi nghé si duong
cam dang chong gap hai canh tay 1én ban phim va guc dau xuéng.

“Ba!” Charlie vo vao vai nguwdi dan 6ng. “La con day, Charlie day!”
DPo6i mat den khong con cwoi nita. Trong ching vo hon va u am.

“Ba van mé ngu phai khong? Ba phai nhé ra con. Con khong bao gio thoi
nghi vé ba. Khong bao gid. Lam on ¢ nhd di. Xin ba néi gi do di. Bi ma
ba...” Charlie lay vai ba no, lan nay that manh.

Khong hé nhic nhich, nguwdi dan 6ng phéu phao. “Khong con lai gi. Bi
di.”

MGt tiéng thét vuot ra khoi Charlie. Tiéng thét khong giong nhu bat ki
am thanh nao né tirng nghe. Va ré6i Charlie bi 16i xénh xéch di. Gwong mat
ba n6 bat dau mo dan va Charlie quay mong mong qua khong khi, Itic bi
nhoi [én nhéi xudng, lic lai trdi ngtra ra. N6 bat dau trong thay chiéc guwong
trd lai, 1dp 16a qua man swong mu, nhuwng mat guong trong tron. Gwong mat
nhin ra Charlie da mat.

V&i mot cd x6c manh, Charlie dap phich xuéng giwong.Olivia dang ditng
trerdc mat no, tay cam chiéc guwong.
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“Charlie, dang ay rd khiép qud,” Olivia nhin vao mat Charlie. “T¢& nghi
chiéc gwong lam dang ay so bat via. Vi vay t¢ lay no ra khoi tay dang ay.”

Charlie chdp mat, “Chinh xac la minh khong sg.”
“Pang ay c6 thay ba khong?”
“Co, Liv a, minh nghi la 6ng sap chét.”

Giong Charlie yéu dén noi Olivia khong chac minh nghe c6 ding khong.
“Chét?” Con bé héi lai. “Pang ay néi la chét?”

“Sap chét.”
Vra ltc d6 mot tiéng gam dinh tai lam rung chuyén toan b6 ngéi nha.
“Han tdi!” Bat than hoang sg, Charlie chay ao ra cita so.

Tancerd khong & m4t minh. Phia dau kia khu vieon, mot ga dan ong la
mat cao 16n dang ditng, han mac 4o thung xanh 14 cay sang cho6i. M toc
ram rit ctia han nhudm vang véi cai miii khoam khoam hét nhw mo diéu
hau.

“Lao ta khong giong cai béng,” Olivia nhan xét, “ma trong giong ding la
ké xai thudc 14.”

Charlie chwa kip dap lai, Tancred da vung canh tay ra treéc va mot luéng
chép hinh vong cung tir tay cau ban vé phia ga dan 6ng xanh la cay. Tén
thay bua bi chOp gon vo6 luong chép va trong nhay mat, han bi hat ngwoc
trd lai, cach xa cau bé thoi tiét téi vai mét. Nhung Tancerd da kip phat ra
mot dadi anh sang trang toat nita, bao 1ay tén thay bua nhw mot tdm vai liém.

Olivia va Charlie sitng hon khi ga ba twéc ra khoi tdm vai liém va phong
mot tia Itta rong ran xet qua co. Lra bat dau bo quan quanh than hinh
Tancred va cau quy goi xudng, khéng sao cya quay dugc ban tay hay tw vé.
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Tén thay bua xong tGi, mim cuoi.

Charlie quay dau ra khéi ctra s6, gao to. “Khong thé dé viéc nay dién ra
duwgc.”

Nhung Olivia da niu no lai, “Coi! Coi kia!” Con nho ra lénh.

Mot than hinh da chay bang bang t&i, chan giita Tancred khi tén thay bua
hiing ho di vé phia hai nguoi.
“DP6 la Gabriel,” Charlie thot 1én, khéng tin dugc.

“Anh dy mac gi thé?” Olivia di sat dau vao tam kinh ctta s6. “Mot chiéc
ao choang xwa.”

“Ao choang ctia Vua Do,” Charlie thd hi hui. “N6 1a cta gia dinh anh 4y,
dong ho Salutatis.”

“Ga thay bua khong thé cham dwgc vao Gabriel. Nhin Itra kia, Charlie.”

Moi vét chdp, moi dai Itra ma tén thay buia phong vao Gabriel déu lwét
suwgt qua do choang cua anh r6i lui di.

Titc gian dién cudng, tén ba twdc chay x6 vao Gabriel, nhwng chi t6 bi
chan béi mot birc twong v6 hinh; miéng ha hoc ra that kinh, hai ban tay han
nhoai vé phia chiéc 4o choang, nhung khong thé nao cham dugc vao né.

“Han bai roi,” Olivia reo ho, c6 phan qua sém.

Tén thay bua nguwéc 1én nhin thady con nhé, va bé dé cudc tdn cong
Gabriel day, han chay b6 vé phéi ngoi nha. Tiéng kinh v& lan ran kéo
Charlie va Olivia chay bay xuéng cau thang. Chiing x6ng vao phong khach,
noi o Vertigo ditng chét tran trdc cita s6 v& vun. O ngodi ctta, tén thay
buia nhin ¢6 cham cham bang d6i mat xanh 1a cay hiém doc.
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“Xin 10i, co6 Vertigo,” Lysander ndi, day c6 ra khoi ctra s6. Khong dé cho
cd c6 thoi gian phan khang, anh nhac bong c6 1én va khiéng ca than nguoi
c6 vao nha bép. “T6t hon 1a ¢6 ¢ day.” Anh ha c6 xudng dat véi nu cuoi
bén lén. “Va khoda ctra lai niva.”

“Toi khong c6 y dinh khoa minh ¢ day ma khong hanh dong,” co Vertigo
phan déi khong ra hoi.

Gidy k€ tiép dén la mot tiéng do sam 16n hon tir phong khach.

“Theé thi xin c6 déng ctra lai,” Lysander giat co tay Olivia va lang con
nhoé vao vdi me no.

“Nay! Sao anh dam...?” Olivia cam phan la 1én.

“B0 sé an toan @ day, Liv,” Charlie néi. “An toan hon néu khéng c6 chiéc

guong.” N6 giang lay chiéc gwong khi nhitng tiéng budc chan tién téi, dap
rang rac lén thuy tinh bé.

Charlie c6 thé cam nhan dwgc anh mat xanh 14 cdy cuta tén thay bua xody
trén sau lwng minh, va ban tay cam guwong ctia n6 run dit doi. “minh khong
sg,” no ty nhua. “Minh sé khong budong xudi.”

“May sg.May sé thua.” Durong nhu co6 giong noi kinh khung sau tan
trong dau Charlie.

“Khong doi nao,” Charlie quay qua dé doi mat vdi tén thay bua.

Mot than hinh den lui 1hi ditng ¢ dau kia hanh lang dai lat gach
bong.Charlie nheo mat nhin vao bong tdi. Phéi dé la han? Phai chang han
da bién lai thanh cai béng?

“Puwa né cho tao thi sé khong cé thiét hai gi xdy ra.” Bay la mot giong
hoan toan khéac, nhe ru va day stic thuyét phuc. “May khong can né lam gi

https://thuviensach.vn



cd, Charlie. May c6 thé chu du bét ¢t khi nao may mudn co ma.”
Charlie buwédc mot budc vé phia hinh thu nhw cai bong.

“Pirng!” Lysander rd 1én. “D6 la tro ltra day.” Anh nhao v6 gitta hanh
lang va bat dau quay, quay tit, cang lic cang nhanh hon, trong khi miéng
am U th ngon ngt la lung, du dwong nhu khic nhac. Khi anh ngirng lai,
Charlie c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng trong don tit xa, moi gidy moi ro rét hon.

“Nhirng vong hon t6 tién anh,” Lysander néi.

Minh khéng can trg gitip, Charlie nghi. Minh manh mé.Minh cé thé du6i
con ma qudt queo do cut di.

Charlie tién cang gan tGi cai bong thi tiéng trong cang don dap hon, cho
dén khi hanh lang tran ngap tiéng bap bung.

“Cai gi thé?” Tén thay bua hoi. “Giai diéu vui twoi dé dém cho ta nhay
mua a? Po ngu!”

Mot anh chép chéi 16a cho Charlie thay khéng phéai minh dang doi mat
vdi cai bong éo 1a. Moi chi tiét vé tén thay bua hién ra mon mét tredc mat
Charlie: ap thung xanh la cay hoa van vang, that lung da nam hot, thanh

guom trong bao kham ngoc va ao choang khong tay mau xanh la cay dam
vién ngoc trai.

“Puwa ta chiéc gwong,” tén thay bua ra lénh, “trude khi qua tré.”
“Khong bao gid,” Charlie gidu chiéc gwong ra sau lung.

Tiéng trong thinh linh dirng lai, va gitta khoang lang dot ngot ay, mot doi
quan da den xuét hién. Ao thung tring, mang vii khi sang loang: gwom, dao
va riu.
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“CHAAA!” Tén thay bua rut gwom ctia han ra va chém guwom veo véo
xuong nén gach lat, mot rirng chong nhon sac tréi 1én. Lysander va Charlie
c6 bau chat vao birc twong mot cach vo ich, mat san giat manh dén do tong
ching khuyu g6i xuong. Charlie 6m chat chi€c gwong mac du né muén
budng ra, du chi mot gidy thoi, dé co6 thé dirng 1én.

“Gitt chac lay, Charlie,” Lysander gao khan ca giong.

Nhitng chién binh 4o thung trang gio dang dung dwa vii khi cta ho ngang
san nha. San nha ngirng giat va nhitng miii chong nhon khtng khiép rii guc
ca xuéng nhu nhitng bong hoa héo. Charlie va Lysander ding day dugc,
lién dya vao tuwong dé giir thang bang.

Tiéng thét thit hai cua tén thay bua that budt 6c, Charlie phai bit tai lai.
Chiéc guwong tudt khoi tay n6 nhung Lysander kip thoi chup lai kip thoi. Va
roi tran chién bat dau man gay can nhat.

Tén thay bua phun Itta va bang vao nhitng linh hon dang tién t&i. Han goi
ra mot con bdo bo cap, mot tén khong 16 man rg, mot con ho rang kiém va
mot con rong hai dau, nhuwng nhitng linh hon déu quét sach hét, nhw thé
nhitng thi kia lam twr giay.

Olivia va me n6 khéng cuong néi y muon phai mé hi ctra bép ra kéu
danh két. Quang canh tran dia qua strc twéng twgng khién co Vertigo tu héi
khong biét hanh lang nha minh cé bao gi¢ tré lai nhw cii khong.

Cudi cung, thét 1én mot tiéng cam hon, tén thay bua rit lui. Dén Iic bién
mat, han rui di chi con 1a mot phién ban rim ré6 va éo udt ctia han truede day.

“Purng dé bi ltra, Charlie,” Lysander canh bao. “Anh khong nghi han da
chiu thua ro6i dau.”

Lam xong st mang, nhitng t6 tién cua Lysander bat dau mo di, chi con
chép bac thi thodng nha 1én, la cai dau hiéu duy nhat cho biét, méi day thoi,
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hanh lang nay con rung rung nhitng hiép dau.

Khi Tancred va Gabriel vao nha qua nhitng ctra s6 v&, co Vertigo quyét
dinh tat ca phai an mi spaghetti; banh nwéng x6p khong di xém dé an
murng su kién dac biét thé nay.

Sau bita an, bén cau bé phu c6 don sach dong kinh v&.Co Vertigo bao co
sé goi ngudi tGi stra ctra sO, mac du viéc bao canh sat vé ké dot nhap bao
lyc c6 vé cling la mot y hay.

“V6 ich théi, me,” Olivia néi. “Canh sat khong biét cach déi pho véi han
dau. Thay bua khéng nam trong danh muc ctia ho.”

Charlie n6n néng mudn mang chiéc gwong vé nha, mdc du né khong
chac minh sé lam gi vdi chiéc gwong. Co 1€ n6 sé dem di géi Skarpo. Mién
1a tén ba twdc khong c6 gwong thi me nd sé khong bi mang khéi thé gidi
nay.

Charlie nghi chiéc gwong sé dwgc an toan, it nhat la trong mot thoi gian.
Cudc chién ac liét da thang lgi va sw phan chan khién n6 bat can. Khi roi
nha c6 Vertigo, n6 khéng hé ngo gap lai ding Joshua Tilpin.

M¢i d6 Charlie con cam chiéc gwrong bang ca hai tay, thi phtit sau lyc t
trerong da hat mat cai guwong di.

“KHONG!” Charlie thét 1én, ndm tay tudt hang.

May tén con trai di sau Charlie voi chay t6i, nhung chiéc gwong da bay
xuong duwong. Mot tiéng rac that 16n, va Joshua Tilpin cti xuéng nhat
1én.Charlie chom t&i v6 thang oat nhung c6 Chrystal, khong biét tir dau
bwdc ra, chan né lai. Gam chat Charlie vao doi mat xanh da trdi lanh ling
ctia minh, co ta rit 1én, “Guwong Than Amoret khong bao gio la ctia may.”

Tancred va Lysander vot dudi theo Joshua Tilpin doc con duwong.
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“Ho sé bat dugc n6,” Charlie phan uat gao 1én.

Co0 Chrystal lac dau. “Ta khong nghi thé,” c6 ta gam ghé.Roi budc di
thang v&i nu cudi ra diéu tat ca chi la tro choi ngd ngan.

“Po6 phu thuy!” Charlie goi v&i theo c6 ta.”Po6 phu thiy xau xa nhat.”

Co Chrystal da queo khuat géc duong, va gio Charlie da mat dau cac anh
ban minh. “Minh ngu qua, ngu, ngu, ngu!” Charlie dam chan banh bach
xuong bac thém.

“Ai ma ngo dugc ma,” Olivia an ui nd. “Ai ma nghi con thu ranh do hién
ra ca chu?”

“Pang ra minh phai can than hon,” Charlie dong ndam dam vao tran.
“Chung da trong thay b6 & Viwong Qudc. Chac chan chiing da di theo bo.
Minh phdi lam gi bay gio?”

“Tancred va Lysander déu do con cd, c6 Vertigo n6i ém ru. “Chan dai thé

kia, ching n6 bat dugc ca ngya lun ay chit.”

Ho doi.Ctt thé ma doi, khong hé xé dich khoi bac thém. Hai muoi phuit
sau Charlie thay Lysander va Tancred that théu vé lai trén dwong. Trong ho
kiét sttc. Charlie hiéu ngay rang ho da dé song Joshua.

“Tui anh dau c6 dé mat no,” Tancred thd hon hén. “Tui anh dudi n6 dén
cong viéen, nhung chwa kip chop duge no thi mot hinh hai xanh la cay luwét
ra khéi rang cay, chop lay chiéc gwong roi bién mat.”

“Anh da dinh day cho thang oat con dé mét bai hoc,” Lysander lau bau.
“Nhung thé c6 ich lgi gi?”

“Gio thi lao ba tudc sé siv dung guong ngay khi han cé thé,” Charlie ao
nao. “Khong chitng me em dang chd han.Me khong biét minh dang lam gi
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dau.bén ltic em vé nha thi me da di mat r6i.”

“Binh tinh, Charlie,” Gabriel vo vé. “Chiéc gwong da bi nit khi roi
xuong duong.Toi nghe ro ma. Co 1é né khong con tac dung nita.”

~

“T¢ cling nghe thay” Olivia nam canh tay Charlie. “Ding bo cudc,
Charlie. Néu guwong v& thi cai bong khong thé du hanh dau dugc.”

“C6 18,” Charlie u uan.

Ching dong y hen gap nhau tai quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng. Pang ra phai
om tha tGi dé, r6i cac bac “phu huynh” lién lac nhau, r6i 1én mét ké hoach
moi.

Khi bon tén con trai bwdc trén dwong, Charlie dé y tdi cai gié nhwa to
twéng ma Gabriel dang xach. Trong su6t nhitng gid gay can vira qua, no
quén phéng tam ao choang dé.

“Gabriel!” Charlie khyng lai gitta dwong. “Chiéc 4o choang ma anh mac
luc nay... no la...?”

Nhitng dira khac cling ding budc, va Tancred bao, “Gabriel, cau chua
kip néi cho Charlie biét...”

“Ba anh trao cai nay cho anh,” Gabriel ndi v&i nu cwoi nguong nghiu.

“Ong bao anh sé tim ra ich 1¢i ctia n6. Pdy 1a vat bau gia bao tir nhiéu doi

»

roi.

“Nhung ma, Gabe, tdm 4o choang do6 c6 noi gi v6i anh khong?” Charlie
hoi gang.

“0), that ra thi,” Gabriel liéc nhin dong ho deo tay. “Ma nay, toi phai chay
thoi, me toi dang dgi toi ¢ thw vien.”

“Cau khong dwoc di dau hét néu khong cé tui nay,” Tancred néi.
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“Khong duoc di, néu c6 tdm 4o choang do,” Lysander thém.

Charlie nhin ba anh ban bang qua duong, vira di vira hang hai néi.Khi
qua dén bén kia dwong, cac anh goi, “Hen gap lai em nhé!”

Charlie gio ngon tay cai 1én va chay vé nha.

Nha s6 9 vang lang dén ghé ngudi.Charlie di 1én 1au va go cita phong
Ong cau.

“Vao di, Charlie!”

Ong cau Paton nhin qua dbi muc kinh khi Charlie lao ap vao phong.
“Con c06 1dy dugc n6 khong?

Charlie loang choang dén bén cai ghé banh lin vong ctia Ong cau va roi
tom xuéng dé. “Tui con da 1dy dugc,” né néi, “sau do tui con lam mat.”

“Céi gi!” Ong cau Paton giat phing dbi kinh ra va xoay ngoét khéi ban
viét ctia minh. “Lam on giai thich coi.”

Co6 ranh mach va diém tinh hét sitc, Charlie thuat lai chi tiét moi bién co
la thwdng vira qua, nhung khi ké dén tinh tiét quan trong nhat trong tat ca,
no6 khong thé che giau dugc nodi sg hai va giong né run ray xuic dong.

“Con da thay ba con a?” Ong cau Paton ditng I1én. “Va con bao 1a suét tir
bay dén nay ong dy luon & trong Hoc vién Bloor? Mot gido vién piano dugc
goi 1 thay Pilgrim a? Y d0 doi bai giam chii y & ngay trudc miii chiing ta
1a ai thé?

“Ctia Manfred, con nghi vay,” Charlie buén tham. “Hodc cta lao Ezekiel.
Hay twdng twgng coi, con da néi chuyén vGi chinh ba minh ma khong biét
ong la ai.Con dam céa la bon ching khoai chi 1am.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pirng lo, Charlie.Bay gid dd chdm diit ca r6i,” Ong cau Paton qua
quyét. “Chung ta sé dwa ba con ra khéi dé ngay thoi.”

“Hinh nhw 6ng khong hiéu, Ong cau Paton. Ba van khong biét minh 12 ai.
Ba rét yéu, c6 1é gan chét. Néu ba tinh ra r6i méi di tim me thi phéng cé ich
gi?” Charlie thd dai ndo rudt. “Chinh me mdi la ngwoi chung ta phai ctu
trugce.”

Ong cau Paton thoc mot tay vao tii quan. “Cau than chi!” Ong thét 1én.
“Ta dang tri qua. Ta quén mat.” Ong 16i mdt manh da dé nhau nhi ra khéi
tai quan.

“Cau than chu?” Charlie nghi hoac héi.
“Poc di,” Ong cau 4n manh gidy da dé vao tay né.

Charlie nhin vao nét chit den viét thau ctia Skarpo.N6 doc nhitng dong
cht* mot 1an, hai 1an, va roi dé hiéu ro hon, né doc to cau than chu lén:

“Hay nhin vao khu ritng néu nguoi tim kiém Nha Vua,
bdi vi ngai an minh & do.

Ao thung cta ngai bay gio chi 1a 1a mua thu,

nuwéc mat ngai nhuw trai chin ruc.

Dong mau do chdy xudng va sé khong bao gio ngirng.
Cho dén khi nao con chau ngai, mudi dita trong sé ho,
dwdi hai muoi tudi

Gadp nhau trong hoa hop

Va ho phai buéc ba lan, nhitng ngén tay dan vao nhau,
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Xung quanh Nha Vua, quanh vong quanh,

vong quanh, cho dén khi nwéc mat ngai kho trd lai
Nudc mat sé danh thitc nhitng linh hon lwu lac

Sé gitr cho ho an toan va dwa ho vé nha.”

Charlie vira nhin cham chi vao cau than cha vira néi, “Nghe nhw nha vua
la mot cai cay vay.”

“Khong nghi ngd didu d6,” Ong cau né dong .

“Skarpo da tim thay cai nay trong s6 nhat ky ctia 6ng Bartholomew,
nhung né cé xuat x tir dau a?”

“Ttr nhitng hau dué cua cai nguoi da giup nha vua tré thanh nhitng gi ma
ngai trd thanh bay gi®,” Ong cau Paton dép.

“Con nghi cau than chi nay la danh cho nhitng ngwdi con da budc phai
doi lau dai, béi vi nhitng nguwdi con con lai déu ac quy ca ma,” Charlie nhin
1én Ong cau né.

“No cling danh cho con chau cua ho,” @ng cau Paton tan dong.

“Va 6ng c6 nghi cau than chi nay sé giip duwgc ba con khong?”

“P¢ la tat ca nhitng gi chiing ta c6.Hay nhin nhitng dong chit nay coi:

Nudc mat sé danh thitc nhitng linh hén lwu lac

Sé gitr cho ho an toan va dwa ho vé nha.”

“Tui con chi c6 bay nguoi thoi. Ma & day noi la phai c6 muoi nguoi gap
nhau.”
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“Ta da nghi vé diéu nay,” Ong cau Paton bdo.” Pau tién nhé, ching ta c6
c0 ban bé nhé nguwoi Trung Hoa cua con.”

“Naren!” Charlie rep Ién. “Ban dy chwa géi thong diép cho con lau lam
r6i.Con can phai tim ban ay.”

“Con ciing phai tim nha vua nita,” Ong cau nhic nhé Charlie.

(*): loai ctta s6 khong kinh, rong, cé khi choan hét ca birc twong, thwong
& cac nha hang, tiém ban do6 hodc nha sang trong.
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Chuong 19: Mt Con Cia Lam Nguy

Charlie muén di tim Naren ngay 1ap tic, nhung Ong cau Paton cuong
quyét bao ho phdi thdo ludn mot cach binh tinh va thau déao da.

Tén thay bua dinh ninh minh da thang 1gi; c6 Chrystal da 16 chan twéng
minh la m6t mu phu thuy, vi vay tréc mat c6 ta sé an minh da r6i méi
quyét dinh budc tiép theo.

"Ta tin 1 con sé dugc an toan mot thdi gian," Ong cau Paton néi. "Déi
phwong cho rang con da bi danh bai. Ching sé khong nghi ngd néu con
khong hanh dong hap tap. Tat nhién la phai di tim Naren, nhung hay tw tu.
Con phai té ra phan chi, that vong hét sirc."

"Dé thoi," Charlie néi.

"Va khi tim thdy c6 bé d6," Ong cau tiép tuc, "hdy bao c6 bé dén quan Ca
Phé Thu Kiéng vao lic bon gid chiéu mai."
"Sao khong la hom nay?" Charlie non nong. "Chung ta phai la gi do

ngay, cang nhanh cang t6t chit?"

"Chua c6 gi san sang ca," Ong cau Paton phay tay mot cach thd bao. Ong
nhac nhé Charlie rang tridc tién la phai tim ra nha vua da. Khu do nat la
dia diém tim kiém, nhwng noi dé réng bat ngan, va cay c6i um tum.

"Ao thung ctia ngai 1a 14 mua thu," Ong cau Paton néi, "vi vay chiing sé
c6 mau do va vang.Thay dugc né sé khong khoé khi moi cay khac déu trui
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1a. Nhung chiing ta can tam nhin cia mot con chim."
"Emma!" Charlie kéu 1én. "Ban 4y sé tim ra céi cay."
"Di nhién, Emma xinh xan, con chim."

"C6 nhiéu cay to trong khu d6 nét," Ong cdu né néi, "va rat it cay rirng
thue su con sét lai." Ong bit dau budc quanh qua céi givong hén don caa
minh, ranh nhan trén tran han xuéng tap trung.

Ong cau Paton thich diéu binh khién twéng, va Charlie nghi that budn 1a
tai phép lam n6 béng den da ngan can 6ng nam gitt nhitng vai tro 16n lao
hon trong nhitng cong viéc ngoai doi.

"Ta nghi ra r6i!" Ong cau Paton quay ngoét lai v&i vé rang ngdi chién
thing. "Tat ca 1a & trong d6." Ong vo tran. "V6i ké hoach nay, ta e ring 6ng
Onimous sé phadi tiét 10 canh ctra bi mat cua 6ng ay vGi nhitng dita tré khac,
bdi vi do la con duong cac con sé can phdi di qua dé tdi khu dé nat — vao
16i di bén dwdi birc twong co."

"Ong Onimous s& khong bao gi® dé ai vao d6 dau," Charlie néi. "Ong ay

rat s¢ dé cho nhitng nguoi khéng thich hgp biét vé n6. L& may cé bon anh
em nha Loom & trong quan ca phé thi sao?"

"S& can phai thuyét phuc 6ng ban nhanh nhen ctia ching ta,” Ong cau
Paton diit khoat. "Ong 4y ciing sé phai ndi léng quy tic vé thi cung, chi
trong mot ngay thoi. Xin 16i, nhuwng ta khong thé chiu néi chudt canh cit ric
rich trong tli quan cua ta dugc."

"Ong ciing t6i 4, Ong cau Paton?"

"Chac chan. Va ta hy vong tat ca nhitng phu huynh khac cling c6 mat &
do6. Bé bao vé, Charlie a. Cang déng cang tot."
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"Bon thui 4c cam vé&i 6ng Torsson," Charlie néi, mai chim dam trong
nhitng y nghi. "Chung thay 6ng ay ci¢ nhw giong bao ay."

"Thé thi khong can thu cho 6ng Torsson. Ta thac mac liéu tham phan
Sage c6 chiu hudng tng hay khong. Chac chan 6ng dy lic nay la rat gia

tri.
"Lysander bdo hém nay 6ng tham phan & nha."

"Ta sé goi dién cho 6ng ay. Va nha Silk nita, ta chac chan ho sé tGi. Nha
ho c6 rat nhiéu thi,” Ong cau Paton xoa xoa hai tay vao nhau.

"Chiing ta c6 thé mdi ca gia dinh Gunn," Ong cu Paton lam vai dong tac
nhay.

"Con c0 Vertigo? Chu Vertigo dang & Nam Phi dé dao dién mot bo phim
rat quan trong."

"Hirm. Cd ay coi hao nhoang diéu dang qua," Ong cau Paton néi véi vé
ludng ly. "Deé gay chu y lam."

"Nhuwng co dy la dién vién," Charlie cdi "Con biét c6 ay c6 thé dong gia
ngudi ngéo xac xo néu Ong cau mudn c6 dy phai nhu vay." N6 hit mot hoi,
va roi ngap ngung thém, "va ca 6ng Bartholomew Bloor nita."

"Tuy con, Charlie a," Ong cau Paton coc 16c. "Ta khéng cach chi lién lac
dwgc v6i ong ay. Con nén di ngay di. Va hay nhG c6é mat ¢ day tredc nam
gio nhé, khong thi ta sé t6i don con, du cé n6é béng dén hay khong. Bén
duong bi huy cling mdc."

Khi Charlie rdi nha, n6 cam thay lac quan vo cung, ti nita thi quén phai
t6 vé dau kho. Va dén lic thang Benjamin cung con Hat Bau chay bay téi
no, bao nhiéu no6 lyc cia Charlie cling dep luén. Charlie vui mirng gap
ching dén mitc hi 1én sung swéng va nam chat 1ay canh tay Benjamin.
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"Bo di dau d6?" Benjamin hoi. "Minh di v6i duwgc khong? Lam on dirng
néi khong ddy. Me va ba minh khong con lam viéc cho Hoc vién Bloor nita,
b6 biét ma."

"Minh doan vay," Charlie néi. "Minh dang di tim mot ngwoi dac biét
day."

Khi chiing bang qua thanh pho, Charlie miéng n6i nhw khong ngirng
nghi. Va mdc du nhin thdy Benjamin mat tron det kinh ngac, thinh thodng
nhdy 1én mot buwdc vi sg, nguoi di dwong khong ai twdng tuwgng ndi nhitng
bién c6 la thwong ma Charlie dang mo ta véi cu cau.

Bau trgi budi chiéu dang sup t6i. Nhitng dot mwa tuyét thoi hat vao mat
hai dita va dén lic ching méi dugce cay cau sat thi swong gia da giang qua
vuc tham, ché pht hoan toan dong hoang & bd bén kia. Trong lic quay qua
di tim Naren, Charlie quén mat cad nguy hiém.

"To6t hon bo nén ¢ day," n6 bao Benjamin, "hay la dgi minh & quan ca
phé. Minh khong mudén c6 bat ky chuyén gi xay ra vGi bo."

"Qua tré roi," Benjamin n6i khi Hat Pau chay swot qua ching. "Trong bo
né6 biét phai di dau kia."

"No biét chit," Charlie cuoi toe. "Thé thi, di nao."

Phéi mat 1au hon Charlie dy tinh. Mot 1an nita, cay cau that nguy hiém
v6i nhitng dun swong dong bang. Chiing di theo hang mot, Benjamin can
than budc 1én nhitng dau chan ctia Charlie va cé hai bau chdt vao lan can gi
sét. Khi ching qua dén bo bén kia, Hat Dau dan ching di thang t&i ngoi
nha nhé trong mang trong. Naren dang dinh di vao nha v&i mot 6m cti to
twdng thi trong thiy ching. C6 bé thdy dong cui xudng, chay ra don Charlie
va 6m cham 14y noé.
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"Pay la Hoa Huéng Duong," Charlie bdo vdi Benjamin. "Va day la ban
cua anh, Benjamin, chu nhan dich thyc ctia Hat Pau," N6 bao vdi Naren.

Naren maoi hai dira vao nha, nhung canh cwa thinh linh mo ra va ong
Bartholomew Bloor dirg do, trong cuc ky gian dit. "Ta nho ta da bao mi
dirng téi day nita ma," 6ng mang Charlie. "Va mi lai con mang nguwdi khac
di cung — that 1a mot diéu khong thé tha thi dwgc."

"Chau xin 16i 6ng," Charlie nho nhe. "Chéau phai dén day vi thong diép
cua Naren..."

"Ta da bado Naren ngung roi," 6ng Bartholomew néng ndy néi. "Cai bong
sé nhan ra nhitng cudc tro chuyén dém khuya cta bon bay. Ta khong mudn
thong diép cua Naren sé tiét 10 noi ¢ ctia bon ta."

"Chéu ciing da nghi nhw thé. Nhung ma, thwa 6ng Bloor, chau can phai
t6i. Ong biét day, 1a do cau than chd trong nhitng quyén s6 nhat ky cta

"

ong.
"Than chd nao?"

Charlie 16i mau gidy da dé tir trong tii quan ra va dwa cho nha tham
hiém. Benjamin dén gid ¢ 10 co d6i chan va thoi phu phu vao long ban tay
dé giit m, nhung 6ng Bartholomew khong mdi ching vao nha. Ong dimg
dung lang nghe cau chuyén caa Charlie, nhin vao cau than chu, sau dé néi,
"Ta sé dwa Naren di, di nhién. Ta sé lam bat ky diéu gi cho cha cta chau."

"Va 6ng sé & lai ch?" Charlie hoi. "Ong cau Paton néi néu ching ta c6
nhiéu that nhiéu phu huynh & trong quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng thi do sé 1a mot
doi quan bao vée."

Ong Bartholomew diii cau tan chii vao tay Charlie. "Ong cau mi ltic nao
cling c6 nhiéu y kién hay ho. Dang ly ra 6ng dy phai dwa ching vao hanh
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dong tir nhiéu nam trudc kia réi kia, dwgc vay thi cha mi dau dén noi phai
roi vao tinh canh nhv bay gio."

"Pirng noi thé vé Ong cau cia chau," Charlie gian phitng phirng. "Chau
tin 6ng dy hon bat ky ai trén doi ndy. Ong 12 ngudi kho chiu, khé tha thi,
ong Bloor a, hét nhw nhitng ngudi con lai trong gia dinh 6ng vay. Néu ong
khong gitip chiing chau thi tuy 6ng. Chiing chau c6 thé ty lo liéu ma khong
co ong."

MGt chuoi biéu hién la lung vut hién trén gwrong mat 6ng Bortholomew:

khong tin noi, gian dit va soc. Va cudi cung la kinh hoang.

Nha tham hiém chwa kip noéi 16i nao khac, Charlie da chdp 1ay canh tay
Benjamin va kéo thang ban ra khéi ng6i nha qué.

"Qi, Charlie! Sao cau ddm néi nhitng 16i nhw thé?" Benjamin thi thao.

"Minh khéng biét," Charlie thi nhan. "Ong ta qua nhé nhen. Minh hy
vong minh khong lam hong chuyén."

Khi ching ra t6i cong, Charlie nhin tr@ lai. Nha thdm hiém da vao nha
nhung Naren con ditng ngoai hién. C6 bé vui vé vay Charlie va goi. "Em sé
dén do, Charlie. Lic bon gio."

Hai thdng bé vay tay lai va Hat Dau nong nhiét vot ra mot tiéng stia tam
biét.

Chung bi vai phen hd hén hi via trong lan thi hai bang qua cau. Hai lan
Benjamin trugt khuyu dau goi, va ro6i, khi da gan sang dén bg, Charlie hut
ca hai chan. N6 bam chat 1ay thanh cau bang mét tay trong khi Hat Pau ha
mom chup 14y ong tay 4o n6 va 16i n6 1én tré lai.

"Phuu! May ma c6 Hat Bay di cung," Charlie n6i khi bo lén dwgce bai co
wot.
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Ching ng6i l1én bo do vai phut, nhac lai véi nhau cii may man thoat chét
vira roi. Nhung Hat Bau ¢t ham hé di tiép. Mot dita nhac dén quan ca Phé
Thu Kiéng va n6i ba Onimous thé nao ciing danh cho minh mét mén ngon.
Chac chan ba sé pha day nguoi chiing bang nhitng nu hén, nhung cling
dang tra cai gia d6 dé dugc vai Que Béo Hat Ngay.

Troi ve toi khi Hat Dau chay thi vé6i hai diza bé trén kém Con Ech.
Norton ngudi - bdo - vé vira m@i dong cira quan Ca Phé Tha Kiéng, nhung
lai m@ ctra ra ngay khi Charlie goi.

"Ban bé ciu vé ca roi," Norton néi, vo Hat Pau mét cai, "day da ca bon.
Chuing khéng chd noi cau nita. Bén gio déng ctra r6i con gi, cau Charlie tré
tudi a."

"Cho tui chau vao mot chut duege khong?" Chalie nai ni.

"Nhanh nhanh 1én ddy," Norton nhan mat nhin qua dau Charlie. "Ai vay
nhi, trong c¥ nhw la st gid cta diém go vay."

Charlie quay lai thi thdy 6ng cau Paton dang sai buéc vé phia chiing.
Ong deo kinh den va doi cai mii ni den to diing, mit dng dan tit xudng dat
khi di trén con hém rai soi.

"D6 la Ong cau caa chau," Charlie thé ra nhe nhom.

"Ké ting ap dy ha? Oi gidi, mau tat dén di." Norton vdi tay dén cong tic
dién va quan ca phé chim lim trong bong t6i.

"A, ra 1a con, Charlie. Phai con khong?" Ong cau Paton néi, budc vao
quan ca phé. "Ta chang thay gi ca."

"Toi cling vay," Norton dap.
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"04i!" Ong cau Paton giat thét minh. Ong da khong nhin thay ngudi bao
vé dirng dang sau canh ctra. "T6i dén dé gap ong Onimous ban viéc vo
cung quan trong," 6ng noi, khi da l1ay lai dwgc vé nghiém trang.

"Tot hon dé toi di bao cho ong dy da," roi tiéng Norton va vao nhitng cai
ban khi buéc di trong quan ca phé t6i hi. "Cha!" Ong ta gam gt khi budc
vao quay. "Ong Onimous, c6 khach hang muén gip ong ndy. Ong
Yewbeam, nguwdi ma 6ng biét r6i day."

Dai anh sang mong loa loa phia trén ctra bép 1ap tirc phut tat, va vai gidy
sau, ong Onimous hién ra, mang theo mot gia nén cam cao cam hai cay nén
chay odt eo.

"T6i c6 thé 1am gi dugc cho 6ng nao, thira 6ng Paton?" Ong Onimous
héi. Gwong mat rau ria 16 ra khéi quay.

"Xin chao, Orliv," Ong cau Paton néi, thdo d6i mat kinh den ra. "T6i...
thi a, ching t6i," 6ng liéc nhin Charlie, "c6 diéu cuc ky quan trong can ban
véi ong."

"Thé thi tot hon la 6ng di vao bép," 6ng Onimous gio cao cay nén hét sirc
dé co thé soi dwong cho moi ngwoi di qua can phong.

"Chéu ciing vao dugc chir a?" Benjamin rut ré néi. Hat Bau dé thém mot
tiéng tru ai oan, trong dau hién Ién nhitng moén ngon.

"A, Benjamin Brown. Ta quén mat," Ong cau Paton nhin thing nhé mot
cai lanh léo.

"DPi ma, ba me chau khong con lam gian diép cho ong Bloor nita,
Benjamin néi gap gap. "Ong Ezekiel Bloor khong tra tién cho ho, va ba
chau da cai nhau ndy la vGi ong ta, va me chau bao sé khong bao gio noi
chuyén véi ong ta nita, tirc la v6i ong Ezekiel ay a, chwa khong phai 1a véi
ba."
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"Néu thé thi ta rat mitng," Ong cau Paton néi. "Di nhién chii may c6 thé
tham gia vai tui ta.”

Vai phiit sau cé ba ngudi da ngoi quanh cai ban bép dé db la liét, uong tra
va nham nhap banh tac chanh sita dong. Hat Pau khong phai that vong. Ba
Onimous cho né ca mot to thit bo cuc s6-co-la dé dén bu lai mwoi cai hén
ma né phai chiu dung.Tuy nhién c6 bé Una & day nén chu ta sé phai chan
ngan nhan mot cu chai 1ong manh bao.

Ong cau Paton di thing vao van dé. Ong khong gidu giém gi trong 16i
giai thich dai dong tai sao nhitng dta tré dwgc ban phép thuat lai phai dung
canh ctra bi mat vao 1au dai. Charlie tham chi con dwa ra manh gidy da dé
dé co6 sic thuyét phuc hon.

Ong ba Onimous im ling 1ing nghe nhw bi ém bua, va khi dd nghe xong
xu0i, 6ng Onimous lac lac dau, phan van.

"Nhitng dita tré khac, ban cta chau ay, cting hay néi vé nha vua," nguoi
dan 6ng nho thé bao, "nhung chiing t6i sao hiéu duwgc toan bo cau chuyén.
Mau gidy da dé nay — cdu than chu, hay cai chi chi nay — da gidi thich tat
cd, ding khong nao? T tredc téi nay toi chwa bao gid néi 16ng nguyén tac,
nhung day 1a mot ngoai 1€. Vé canh ctra, m, t6i thady minh khong con lya
chon nao khac. Mién la tat ca li tré phai kin miéng vé no."

"Céac ban 4y sé gitt kin miéng," Charlie sot sang.

“T6i biét thé nao ngwdi ta cling sap phai can tdi Una bé nhé cta chiing
toi ma," ba Onimous ndi, nam 1ay ban tay bé gai va bép mot cai.

"Thoi ngay," Una cuoi ruc rich, "Khong thi con khong an trwa do."

"Chao 6i," 6ng Onimous néi, "Né khong nhin duge dau." Ong nhim mét
lai va dém s6 ban cua Charlie trén ngén tay, lan lwgt 1am bam tén cta tirng
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dita, dén Una thi 6ng mé mat ra va n6i," Cho du tinh ca c6 bé Trung Hoa
thi m@i c6 chin dita. Lam sao tim dvgc du muoi dira, thwa ong Paton?"

"A," Ong cau Paton néi."Céi d6 thi t6i khong biét."
Mot quang thinh ldng rét xuéng can phong. Ngay ca Una ciing thoi nhi

nhéo bdi vé nghiém trong trén gwong mat tat ca moi ngwoi.

Bat thinh linh, 6Gng Onimous chém vé phia triéc va n6i " Néu tdo gan
dén cung thi t6i khong phdi chira dén 20 tudi, nhung t6i lai nhé nguoi kinh
khung. Cac nguoi nghi t6i c6 lam dugce khong?"

T4t ca déu nhin sitng vao ngudi dan dng nhé thé 16ng 14, va roi Ong cau
Paton néi, "Orvil, toi nghi 6ng cling nén thtr. BGi vi su6t cudc doi, toi cling
khong thé twéng twdng ra ching ta cé thé tim dwgc dita tré nao cia Vua Bo
dwdi hai muoi tudi nita.” Ong ditng 1én khoi ban, "Orvil, Onoria tdi cam on
long hiéu khach cta 6ng ba. Cac cau bé, ching ta nén vé thoi."

"L1ic nao tui toi cling vui swéng khi don tiép, thiwa 6ng Paton," 6ng
Onimous néi. "A, toi suyt quén diéu nay. C6 bé ngwdi chim Emma néi t6i
nay c6 bé ay sé di tim con ngua trang."

"Con ngya trang?" Charlie nhiu may.

Ong Onimous nhtn vai. "C6 bé néi con ngya trang sé biét nha vua @
dau."

Charlie bat 1én mot tiéng nhw da hiéu ra. "Nguwa trang do 1a hoang hau.
Chac chan ba & gan nha vua."

"Ta hy vong c6 bé than yéu d6 s& an toan,” Ong cau Paton lo ling néi.

"Lic nay ching ta cting khong thé lam gi dwgc," 6ng Onimous gio cai
gia cam nén 1én va dan nhitng vi khach ra khoi nha bép ré6i di qua quan ca
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phé t6i mo.

Norton ngudi-bao-vé di di vé nha, va khi Ong cau Paton, hai thing bé va
Hat Pau di hét hém Con Ech, ho van nghe thay tiéng kho4 ctra v6i chét cita
cua ong Onimous.

Co6 anh den sang trong phong khach nha s6 9. Tin chac la ndi Bone dang
xem tivi, Charlie va Ong cau tranh cin phong dé6. Ho di thing vao nha bép;
& do, ho thap ngay vai ngon nén lén.

"T6t hon khong ban gi vé viéc ngay mai,"” Ong cau Paton canh bao trong
lic chuan bi lam mot dia banh mi kep dam béng.

Charlie gat dau. N6 ty r6t cho minh mot ly sita va ng6i vao ban. Bong
nguoi hién ra & nguwdng cira khién né ngac nhién va hét 1én mét tiéng, lam
song mot it sita ra ngoai.

"Cai quai...?" Ong cau Paton quay ra ctta. "C6 Amy?" Ong hoi. "Phai cd
day khong?"

Me ctia Charlie buéc vao phong. Tham chi trong anh nén ma da c6 ciling
trang nhw bang. Mai t6c khong mau nhe nhw nui bong cay ké va chi c6 mét
vét 10 m@ xanh da troi hién 1én trong doi mat to nhgt nhat. BO dang nhw ma
ctia cO cang noi bat véi chiéc do choang trang dai, mot sgi day bac tho ra
khoi gau vay.

"Me," Charlie goi, giong n6i ngen tac. "Con twéng me di r6i chi."

"HOm nay ngai Noble ban ron su6t ngay." Me n6 n@ mét nu cudi mo
mang. "Nhung ngay mai 6ng dy sé dwa me tGi mot noi rat tuyét voi."

"Co &n banh mi nhé, Amy?" Ong cau Paton sing giong néi to.
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"Khong, cam on," c6 Amy xoay xoay chiéc nhan ngoc luc bao khong 16
quanh ngon tay. "May ngay nay toi khong thay doi."

"Xem ra nhu cd chwa n gi sudt ca tuan," Ong cau Paton béo, hy vong
giong no6i coc can cua minh sé dwa c6 Amy trd vé vai thuec té.

Nhuwng me Charlie chi mim cuwdi. "Dé dan," ¢6 cudi khic khich. "T6i sap
stta 1ay chong roi. Thé thi sao nao?"

Charlie ha h6c miéng, khong néi dugc 101 nao. Ngay ca Ong cau Paton
dwong nhv ciing 4 khau. Ho nhin ¢c6 Amy troi di, nghe tiéng c6 1am bam &
cau thang va lang nghe tiéng canh ctra déong sam lai & tang trén cung ctua
ngoi nha.

"Me tham chi khéng thém vao dom ngoai Maisie 1ay mot cai," Charlie
dau kho noi.

"Rang chiu dung con a," Ong cau Paton nin vai né. "Ngay mai sé 1a ngdy
cua Vua bo.

Khong xa duong Filbert, Emma va co Ingledew dang ditng bén ngoai
tiém sach. Nhiét d6 dang tut xuéng rat nhanh; mat dwong so6i da bi pha trum
trong swong mu. Mat trang nho 1én khoi nha tho 16n va mot ngoi sao sGm
chiéu lap lanh trén bau troi xanh tham.

"D1 wac chi con khong phai lam viéc nay," co Ingledew lua mot tay len
mé toc vang cia Emma. "Con phdi can than day."

"Vang, thura di. Anh Gabriel bdo nha vua la mét cai cdy. Anh dy da thay
ngai roi khi anh &y mac tdm 4o choang vao. Gio tat ca tuy thudc vao con.
Con cam thdy that la... con khéng biét néi lam sao... that 1a phan khich, con
nghi vay. Con biét 1a minh sé tim dugc ngai." Emma hon le di mét cai.
"Con di day. Bung lo di a." Ro6i n6 bat dau chay trén 16i hém hep dan ra
khoi quang truong.
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Trong mot goc t0i, noi cé hai cai cay Op sat vao bitc twdng cuia thu vién
trén thanh pho, Emma ditng im lim va nghi vé mot con chim. N6 da quyét
dinh bién thanh chim cu lgn, mot loai chim ma né cho 1a dep nhat trong tat
ca bon cu song vé dém. Nhitng ngdn tay té ran rat khi ching tr tir bién
thanh 16ng chim va Emma khong thé nao kim dwgc niém vui v& oa khi doi
canh muot min nhic né 1én khong trung.

Bau troi trong that binh yén, nhing trong khi Emma dang bay thi n6
dung phai mot lan song chan dong. Ai d6 dang phong con thinh nd 1én
khong. Lan ngugce theo dwong di tia con gian dé truy ra nguon goc ctia no,
Emma thady minh & bén ngoai mdt 6 ctra s6 nam tang trén cung ctia Vuwong
Quoc.

Co0 bé dau xudng bau ctra s6 va than trong ng6 vao trong. Mot ngudi dan
ong mdc ao thung mau xanh 14 cdy dang quan t&i quan lui trong bién 16ng
trang. Emma rung minh. Nguwdi dan 6ng cam mot chiéc guwong tuyét dep;
khung bang vang kham chau bau, nhing mat gwong bi ran do mot duwong
nut chay tw dinh tdi day. Ngwoi dan ong nguirng budc va quau quau ngoai
nhin mot bitc tranh treo trén twdng dang sau 6ng ta. Bitc tranh vé& canh mat
day nui den rat la v&i nhitng ngon thap cao ra béng. M6t noi cho nhitng
con 4c mong khéi phat, Emma nghi. Ong ta tung niém bang giong rén ret
trong ¢6 hong. Bat thinh linh 6ng ta nguyeén raa chiéc gwong, quay ngoat lai
va ném né tang vao birc twong.

Con chim ct kinh hai kéu 1én mot tiéng roi bay di.

Liéu han ta c6 trong thay minh khong? Emma ty héi. Liéu han ta c6 biét
minh la ai khong?

Emma tiép tuc bay liéng vong mot cach nguy hiém qua bau troi dém
hung han. Can phai van hét sttc manh méi gitip né khoi tong vao nhitng cay
cao va nhitng nui day dién thoai, va cudi cung, n6 da chao liéng bén trén
khu vuron ctia Hoc Vién Bloor. Bén dudi, né cé thé thay nhitng bic twong
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cta lau dai do nat. roi thi, bong nhién, thét 1én mot tiéng thong thiét, n6
thdy minh roi xuéng. Mot hon da vira sugt qua cai c6 bam tuyét ctia con ct
va no roi phach xudng dat, doi canh xodi ra chong dat, dau c6 ngong lén
troi.

Cach cho n6 vai mét la Joshua Tilpin dang ditng véi ai d6 mac ao choang
den trum dau. Joshua dang cam mot céi giang na.

"Nhin con cud do kia," Joshua néi. "T6 tién ctia ching ta han la hai long
lam, me nhi?"

"RAt hai long," cai mii trum dau ctia nguwdi phu nit lat ra.

Con mat ct nhin nghiéng ctia Emma chép chop khi n6 nhén ra c
Chrystal.

"NO chwa chét, nhung n6 sé chét ngay bay gio," Joshua chom t6i va
Emma nham ngién mat lai.

Nhung cd ban ma n6 nghi la sé t6i da khéng bao gio téi. Thay vao day,
né nghe thay mot tiéng ha khan nghet, va mot cud thich nhe khi mot sinh vat
bon chan dap xudng dang sau minh. N6 cdm thay hoi thd nong nong cua
con vat sau lung, va tiéng hu bién thanh mot tiéng gir day de doa.

"Con thi ngoan," C6 Chrystal n6i bang giong ra 1énh. "Pem con ct lai
day cho bon ta."

Con thu tiép tuc gam gtt, va khi Joshua thtr nhiic nhich lan thi¢ hai, con
vat lién chom qua con ct, x6ng thang tGi Joshua, khién thang nay chay toé
khoi hién truong, la hét that kinh.

Khi Emma m@& mat ra trd lai, thang bé va mu phu thuy da chay mat.
Nhung con thu tién sat lai gan n6, bén dudi than cay. D6 1a mot sinh vat
trong dang sg, luvng u gu va déi mat vang sang loa.
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"Asa?" Emma goi khé. "Asa, anh do6 phai khong?"
Con thu tru nhe 1én mét tiéng va chay tot vao long dat.

Hét nhv moi sinh vat sg hét via, Emma nam im thit dwéi dat, cho dén khi
né chac chan con thu da boé di han. Mai cu6i cung khi c6 cya quay, né maéi
thdy rang minh khong hé bi thwong gi cad. Chinh con hoang s¢ da khién n6
roi xuéng. N6 dirng 1én, giang doi canh va bay vt lén troi. Gitt cho déi mat
quét khap mat dat, no6 lwét trén lau dai do nat, cho dén khi mot chuyén dong
dap vao mat n6. Mot con ngva trang dang tha nwdc kiéu trong mot trang
trong tron va rong. Emma sa xuong va dau trén mot bic twong gan con
ngua. Trong thdy con cd, con ngya lién dirng lai va lo au ngé cham cham
vao con chim.

"Thwa hoang hau," Emma cti dau. "Con can ba giup da."

"Pt?a tré chim!" Hoang hau buéc tdi bén Emma. "That mirng khi thay
con. Ta c6 thé gitp gi dugc?"

"Con dang tim nha vua," Emma dap.

"Thé thi con tim thay ngai r6i," hoang hau buéc qua mot bén va Emma
trong thay cai cay to strng sitng ngay gitta trang trong. Thoat dau, céi cay
nhw mot khéi ltrng litng den thui khéng hinh thu, nhwng ngay titc khac,
mau sac noi bat 1én. va Emma ngam khong chép mat mot céi cay dep mé
hén. La cady mau do va vang 6ng, va khi lay dong trong bau khong khi cta
dém khuya, dwong nhuw ching chay ruc 1én nhw quang Iva. T cai chop
ngon cdy sang ruc, canh 14 xoa ra thanh nhitng lan séng rong dan, rong dan;
cho dén tan sat mat dat, noi phan dwdi cta than cay to banh — mét than cay
bi xoi thanh nhitng ranh chita day chat 1éng sam mau nhw rugu.

"Ngai bi thwong a?" Emma hoi, ruing minh treéc canh nhitng ranh chat
long 6ng anh do.
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"Ngai dang than khoc cho nhitng dita con lwu lac cia minh, hoang hau
néi. "Nam dia ra di khong bao gio quay vé nita."

Emma giti bo 10ng ct mau nhat ctia minh, wéc ao tim dugc giai phap
chita lanh cho noi u sau cua nha vua. "Ngay mai nha vua c6 ¢ day khong
a?" No hoi. "Mot ngwdi ban cta con can sy gitip d& cia ngai."

"Nha vua sé ¢ day," hoang hau dap.

"Céam on hoang hau," Emma it 1én khong va lo lang lwgn bén trén
hoang hau. "Con phai di day. Di con damg mong."

"Pung ro6i," hoang hau buwéc lai gan cai cay hon. "Con vé di, dita tré
nguwoi chim. An toan nhé."
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CHARLIE BONE 5: CHARLIE BONE VA NHA
VUA AN MINH

Jenny Nimmo
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 20: Nwéc Mat Nha Vua

Vao ldc hai gio chiéu Chu nhat, me Charlie r¢i nha. Chiéc limousine
vang ong dang cho co.

T ctta s6 phong minh, Charlie nhin me di vao xe hoi. N6 tu héi liéu
chiéc gwong v& c6 tac dung gi khong. Co 1€ khéng con thoi gian dé ngan
chan tén ba twdc danh cap me né.

“Charlie!” Ong cau Paton goi tir ngudng ctta. “C6 ai goi con ndy.” Ong
chia cai dién thoai di dong cua ong ra cho no.

Giong cua Gabriel ri ra rir chiéc dién thoai khi Charlie di tai vao,
“Charlie, em muon biét vé tdm 4o choang, nhung em lai khong dén quan ca
phé.”

“Em bi tré, Gabe a. N6i cho em biét di, anh da thay cai gi?”

“Anh khong thay nha vua gi hét, anh thay mot cai cay. La cia né vang
ric nhw thé dang boc chay vay.”

“Em biét r6i.”
“Em biét r6i ha?” Gabriel nghe c6 vé that vong.

“Em da tim thay cau mdét than chi. Em muén ké cho tat cd moi nguoi
nghe nhung em dén tré.”
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MGt tiéng ram bat chgt vang 1én va Charlie suyt nita danh roi cai di dong.
“Xin 16i,” mot giong no6i nghet nghet, “Iii chudt song ra. Anh phai di. Gap
em lic bon gio nhé.”

“Tam biét...” Charlie trao lai cai dién thoai cho 6ng cau. “Gabriel thay
maot cai cay.”

“Vay 1a c6 chiing c6 thuyét phuc,” Ong cau Paton dut chiéc dién thoai
vao tui quan.

“Tai sao chung ta khong di ngay lic nay di?” Charlie non nong. “Tai sao
phai cho cho dén tan bén gig?”

“Hoang hon,” Ong cau Paton néi. “Ngoai ra, con nhidu ngudi khac lién
quan. T4t cd moi thit can phai dau vao dé. A ma, con phai cim theo céi
nay,” ong gio ra mot cai lg thay tinh nho.

“Pé lam gi a?”
“Phong treong hop tat cd moi thi déu that bai.”

“Ong cau Paton, con wéc gi dng ditng danh d6 con nita,” Charlie cAm céi
lo va dut vao tai quan.

“Nghe day, Charlie cau than chu nay... nhitng con s6 khong dwgc ding
ngay ti* dau. Ong Onimous da hon hai muoi tudi nhiéu r6i — c6 thé vi thé
n6 sé& khong linh nghiém nhw chiing ta hy vong,” Ong cau Paton nhin vai.
“Hay gitr ki cai lo. D€ hitng nwdc mat ctia nha Vua.”

Charlie trdi qua mat tiéng dong ho tiép theo trong noi hoi hop cue do.
Cudi cung n6 khong chiu noi nita, bén ddm thinh thinh vao canh ctta phong
Ong cau va hét om, “Chung ta di dugc chua, Ong cau Paton?”
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Noi Bone nhoai ngwoi ra khéi phong tam va hach hoi xem cai gi ma ém
toi vay. Charlie hau nhuw da quén phéng su ton tai ctia ba noi va hinh thu
hién ra dot ngot cua ba khién no bi soc.

“Xin... xin 16i, n6i,” Charlie lap bap. “Ong cau va con dinh di dao.”
“Vao gio nay trong ngay? bung co dién,” ngi Bone noi.

Ong cau Paton m& phong minh ra, “N6 khong dién dau.Ching t6i di ra
cong vien day.”

“Mi con ngu hon no nita,” ba chi si va, “Mi sé gay ra tai nan cho coi, va
lai nhan tién néi ludén,” ba tiép, “ta da thu xép dé doi ba Maisie di r6i.”

“Daoi di!” Charlie that kinh. “bi dau?”

“Ta khong thé dé mu ay lam tac nghén nha tam 1au thém dugc nita,” néi
Bone chi ndi co6 thé.

“Grizelda!” Ong cau Paton gam lén. “Sao ba d4m néi vé ba Maisie nhu
thé. Ba ay la ngwoi dang kinh. Ba da sap xép cai gi? Noi cho toi biét ngay
lap tire.”

“Ui cha cha! Chiing ta hdm nay ai nay déu hing tiét ca nhi,” néi Bone
trich thwgng cuwoi khay. “Néu mi can biét thi ong Weedon tot bung da dong
y dén day vao ngdy mai dé hét mu Maisie kia di. Ong ta sé mang tdi dung
xac t6i cho n6 khoi ré nuwéc ra tham, sau do ong ta s€ dem mu Maisie
bién...” ba ta ditng lai mot cach kich tinh, “... di dau dé.”

“Lao ta dirng hong 1am thé nhé,” Ong cau Paton tuyén b6. “Néu ldo
Weedon ma dam dong dén ba Maisie thi tdi sé quang lao xudng cau thang.”

“Hy vong hdo huyén,” ndi Bone dé biu. “Co bap 6ng ta ran nhu sat.” Ba
ta cwoi mia mai va lwgt vao phong minh.
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Ong cau ding sung d6, cting hong, dién tiét, canh tay thong do xudng hai
bén hong va nam tay gong cing lai.

“Pi di, ong cau,” Charlie giat giat 6ng tay do ong. “Chung ta di thoi.”

Truwdc khi ho roi nha, Charlie dem con bwém trang vao phong tam va tha
cho n6 mu6n bay dau tiy y. N6 dén dau bén nhitng lon té6c dong ciing ctia
ngoai Maisie.

“Canh chirng cho ba an toan nhé,” Charlie bdo con buém trang.

Buéc di gitra thanh pho vang hoe ngay Chua nhat, Charlie cdm thay nhw
toan bo thé gidi ctia minh nhw sap sup do téi noi.Néu cau than chia khong
linh nghiém thi né sé di vé dau?

Khong khi & quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng da lam né 1én tinh than dang ké.
Moi ban déu da c6é ngudi ngoi va quan ca phé ndo nhiét tiéng chuyén tro
rom rd, ding nhw mong dgi. Gia dinh Onimous tat bat cd phuc vu chu déao
cho tat cd moi ngwoi; ho di chuyén thoan thoat phia sau quay, mic thém dé
an vao t6, don mon cho bon thi cung can ché do an kiéng dac biét, cham
tra...

Dai gia dinh Gunn chiém nguyén mot cai ban. Charlie nhan thidy ho tham
chi con mang theo nhac cu. Fidelio vay n6 lai va bao, “Em biét day, tui nay
nghi sé gidi tri cho tat ca moi ngwdi, trong khi cac ban cit lam diéu gi do
cac ban dinh lam.”

“Y hay tuyét!” Charlie néi, nhin quanh quéan ca phé, “Em khong thay dita
nao nha Loom ca.”

“Anh nghe noéi chiing gap ray ra vdi li ché cta ching,” Fidelio néi, roi
')’

chay qua c6 em tt, Mimi! Chic Charlie may man di
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Khi nghe vay, toan thé thanh vién cua gia dinh Gunn lién dong ca, “Chiic
may man, Charlie Bone!”

Nhiéu vi khach quay hwéng nhin vé hwdng Charlie. N6 dé birng mat, rt
lui khoi cai ban dong dtic cua gia dinh Gunn va ng6i xudng giita Benjamin
va co Brown.

“Ca ba cua Lysander ciing dén,” Benjamin bdo Charlie. “Nhin kia,
Homer dang dau trén dau ay.”

Charlie dn twgng qua chirng, nhat l1a khi 6ng tham phan gat dau mot cai
than thién v4i Ong cau Paton khi Ong cau né di ngang qua. Cac vi khach
khac ctia quan c6 ngac nhién truéce lwgng nguoi dong duc thi khong boc ra,
cho dén khi Tancerd cting cha me xuat hién. Ngay khi nha Torsson dat chan
vao quan ca phé, mot luéng gié lanh cat da lua vao khién moi con thu kiéng
nhao nhac chay di tim ché nup.

“Xin 16i!” Ong Torsson néi nhw sdm rén. “Chiing t6i khong c6 y. Chi vi
khong kiém ché dugc.” Ong ngbdi xudng bén canh dng thim phan, ngudi
ma 6ng biét rat ro, trong khi vg 6ng len vao ngo6i bén bac Sage gai, Tancred
ngo6i chung mét ghé véi Lysander.

Billy da ng6i vao ban cung véi gia dinh Silk va Rembrandt, & chinh gitta
ban — con chudt nay dang khodi tra gy sy cht y v6i may co chudt canh.

CoO Vertigo an mac 16i thoi 1éch théch c6 phan qua trén.Trong mai toc gia
mau xam, chiéc 4o mwa mau nau rach twom va bo mat lem ludc, nhot nhat,
han la chang ai nhan ra c6 néu nhw khong cé Olivia di cung. Co Ingledew
giat minh danh thoét, ngd ngang khi nhan ra nguwdi dang ngéi ké bén minh la
ai.

“Em khong biét anh da néi gi vdi tdt ca moi ngudi,” ¢o Ingledew thi thao
v6i Ong cau Paton khi 6ng kéo ghé ngbi canh cd, “nhung chic chin 1a da
c6 tac dung roi day.”
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Ong nhdy mét va bép nhanh ban tay cd mot céi.

Charlie lia khap phong tim Naren. Khéng cé dau hiéu nao cho thdy cé c6
bé. N6 d4 4nh maét tuyét vong qua Ong cau va lic dau.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Co6 Vertigo héi bang giong ba gia gap ba tudi co.

“T6i nghi Charlie dang c6 noi cho t6i biét ngwoi ching toi trong chd sé
t6i lai chua t6i,” Ong cau Paton dap. “Tuy vay, diéu dé khong hé 1am toi
ngac nhiéen.” Ong vira nhin ra ctra s6 vira néi cau nay, va mot vé nhe nhom
pha lan sttng s6t nhang qua mat 6ng lic 6ng Bartholodew Bloor buéc vo.
Theo sau la Naren va me co bé.

Ong Bartholodew trong thdy Ong cau Pton ngay titc thi. Ai ma cé thé bé
qua dugc nguwdi dan ong deo kinh den cao hon hét thdy moi ngudi han mot
cai dau! Nha tham hiém budc thing dén Ong cau Paton va dim dan,
“Paton, ta muon gidi thiéu anh vGi vo ta, Meng, va con gai ta, Naren.”

Ong cau Paotn ditng 1én va tat ca cling bt tay nhau.

“Ta cling muodn xin 16i,” 6ng Barhtolomew tiép, hoi 16ng ngéng. “Charlie
khién ta phdi nhin lai va ta muon chu biét rang ta khong giong nhw nhitng
nguoi con lai trong gia dinh ta.”

“Di nhién 1a khong,” Ong cau Paton bét tay 6ng Bartholodew béng ca hai
tay.

Ong Bartholodew ha thap giong va néi, “Nao, gi thi moi ngudi muén
ching t6i lam gi day trong khi nhitng dita tré khac... déu c6 viéc?”

“Khong lam gi ca, Barth a,” Ong cau Paton dap. “Chi canh giac thoi.T6i
nghi ching ta s& bit dau ngay th6i.” Ong nhin dong ho roi néi v6i Naren.
“Chau than mén, chau hay t&i Charlie va bao cau ay, bao khé thoi, 1a da dén
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gio roi, dugce khong? Sau d6 hay di cung cau ay dén quay. Cau ay sé biét
phai lam gi tiép theo.”

“Vang, thra 6ng Yewbeam.” V6i nu cwdi hao hitc, Naren len ra cho
Charlie va néi, “T6i gio r6i.”

Charlie ding 1én va Benjamin néi, “Chtic may man, Charlie!”

Khi Charlie va Naren bwéc vé phia quay, Charlie vo vai Tancred va
Lysander. Hai anh 16n khong dé 16 cam xtc gi, nhung chi mot phat sau khi
Charlie va Naren bién mat noi vong cua cta quay, Tancred da khéu lung
Billy va Gabriel khi anh buéc dang sau chiing.

Nha bép cua gia dinh Onimuos dan da chat kin nhitng dita tré duwgc ban
phép thuat. Khong nghe mot tiéng néi nao. Moi dita déu nhan thitc ro, rang
day c6 1é 1a ngay trong dai nhat cudc doi minh.

Ba Onimuos da cho Una uéng mét tach tra cic an than va c6 bé da nhu
mi hon thwdng ngay rat nhiéu, mac du doi mat den c 1ap la 1ap lanh day
hao hurc.

Charlie nhan thay vai dita liéc nhin Naren mét cach ai ngai, né voi vang
giGi thiéu c6 bé 1a mot ngwdi ban gidu mat bay 1au nay. “Ban ay ciling c6 tai
phép vo cung ky diéu,” no thém.

Khi tit ca chin dita tré da tap hop da, ong Onimous hang giong va lam
mot bai dién van nho nhé. “E hém! Tat ca ching ta déu biét tai sao chung ta
¢ day, nhung trude khi di xa hon, t6i chi mudn noéi rang bay gio t6i sé chi
cho cac ban mot noi ma sudt bao thé ky nay van con la chon bi mat. D6 la
mot dwong ham ma chi c6 gia dinh t6i biét, v&i ngoai 1€ 1a Charlie va Billy.
Puong ham dé sé dan vao lau dai cua Vua Do. T6i yéu cau cac ban lam on
gitt bi mat gium. Cac ban c6 y kién gi khong?”

Tat ca bon tré déu long trong thi tham, “Vang, thwa ngai.”
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“Xin cam on. T6i sé dan dwong cung vdi Una. T6i dé nghi tat ca cac ban
hady di theo hang mdt,” 6ng Onimous nhac cai dén 1ong & trén ban va di t&i
mot cai cita nho ¢ dau kia nha bép.

“Xin 10i,” Tancred lén tiéng. “Nhung c6 ai biét chuing ta sé di dau mét
khi da dén khu dé nat chwa?”

“Em biét,” Emma nhé nhe. “Co6 hai bitc twong c6, cé 1é chi rong c& hai
nguoi di lot.Ta sé di vo gitta hai bitc twong do.Chiing chay thang thang tap
duwgc chirng niva ddm, roi sau dé lwvgn vong, lwon vong, giong nhu & trong
vé Oc sén vay; nha vua & trong mot mang trong cudi vong tron oc ay.”

Nghe nhéac téi nha vua, tat ca bon tré déu nghiém trang ditng xép vao
hang. Ong Onimuos mé& canh ctta ra va Charlie, bAm ngay sau 6ng, thay
minh da ding trong cai nha kho quen thugc.Tdi hang dong c6 mot bao
khoai tay che giau canh ctra bi mat, dng Onimuos chd cho dén khi tat ca
dam tré déu quay quan trong can phong nhé day nam méc.

“Chung ta sap di vao dwong ham,” 6ng Onimous néi gan nhw thi tham.
“Hay cha y. Rat tdi va am wét, va co rat it khong khi. Quang duong di kha
dai day, Lysander, anh chang than mén, ta dé nghi anh di cudi cung, vGi
Tancred. Nhitng nguoi khac c6 thé di bt ct vi tri nao & gitta hang.
Lysander sé dong ctra lai khi tat ca ching ta da di qua. Tat ca da san sang
roi chir?”

Ca dam gat dau. Vai dira con noi, “Roi a, thura ngai.”

Ong Onimuos vat céi bao khoai to twéng ra khai bitc twong, dé 16 mot
canh ctra rat thap, rat co6. Nguoi dan 6ng bé nhé mo tim trong do khoac
bang len cta minh, 16i ra mot chiéc chia khéa nho xau vao sgi day bang
vang. Tra chia khoa vao 6, 6ng van né mot vong va canh ctta m@ bat vao
trong, nghe mot tiéng kich rat 16n. Canh ctta khong cao hon 6ng Onimuos
la bao, va may da con trai 16n phai cti dau méi chui lot.
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Gio chiéc dén 1ong 1én cao hét c¢d, 6ng Onimuos nam chat tay Una va mé&
duong di t6i trudc. Emma buée dang sau ho, san sang chi dwong mot khi
ho vao dén khu do nat. Naren di theo sau Emma, Billy liin ciin dang sau
Naren. Tiép dén la Charlie, Olivia, Gabriel va Tancred. Lysander di boc
hau.

Tat cad moi chi tiét 6ng Onimuos da mo ta vé duong ham déu chirng té la
c6 that — c6 diéu khong dira nao ngo la n6 con téi hon, am w6t hon va ngot
ngat hon. Gabriel bat dau ho. Charlie hit thé that sau va dwa ngudi vao birc
twong nhdp nhap dé giir binh tinh. Olivia hét khé mat tiéng khi vap phai
mot hon d4, bé nhao vao Charlie va nga oach xudng dat.

“T¢ khong thay gi cd,” con nho rén ri.

”Pang ay khong thé nao khong mang tung nhon hoat thi phéai?” Charlie
trach moc, kéo con nho dirng lén.

Anh dén 16ng liic nay da & rat xa va nhitng dita di ding sau bit dau va
nhung nhang vao nhau. Charlie dang dinh doi cho cho Olivia thi Billy quay
lai va trao cho Charlie mot cay den cay thap sang.

“Chuyén xudng di,” Billy thi thao. “Em c6 t&i nam cay.”
Charlie dwa cay nén cho Olivia va bdo, “Chuyén tiép di.”

Khi tit cd nam cay nén chay sang da dugc gio 1én cao thi dwong ham nhw
ngap trong anh trang. Nhung con hon ca chiéu sang, nhitng cay nén mang
dén sy an i cho bon tré dang lo sg; khong khi dwong nhw trong lanh hon,
budc chan chung hinh nhw nhe hon, va tham chi du ching da phai di thém
gan mot dam nita thi thgi gian van troi qua rat nhanh.

Cudi cung, cad dam nhd ra mot khu ring dac kin nhitng cay bu-16 gay
gudc. Thang tredc mat ching cé hai birc twong.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Khong dugc chay,” 6ng Onimous ra 1énh. “Bay gio xin can than.”

L.6i mon gitta hai bitc twong bat dau dan vao ritng, nhwng di dugc vai
buwdc ho da ra khéi rirtng cay va budc di dudi bau troi xanh, ndi van vai dam
may chiéu.

“Hoang hon,” Charlie 1am bam mot minh.

Tat cd moi ngwoi lai roi vao im lang. m thanh duy nhat 1a tiéng budc
chan d6i am am xuong dat, nén trén 16i di 1at da c6 xwa. Khi ca dam bat dau
di vong véo qua nhitng ngéc ngéach hinh 6c¢ sén, tim Charlie dap loan dén
noi n6 phai de tay 1én ngwc. Bén canh nd, Emma giuc, “nhanh 1én.”

Va roi thi tat ca da dén noi.

Hoang hau dang ding doi bén canh cai cay. Ba hi len khé khang va buéc
nhe vé phia doan ngudi, ngang cao dau 1én chao don. Sau d6 ba buéc di
khoi va dé moi ngwoi lai véi nha vua.

Ca dam ding tredec mot cai cay ngat, strng sitng nhuw ngon thap; nhitng
d6i mat m@ to va nhitng gwong mat ngtra han ra sau, nhung khong mot
tiéng no6i.Ching da nhin thay nhitng dong chat sam mau chdy xuong than
cdy, va theo ban nang, tit ca tién lai gan hon.

Charlie da thudc long tirng chit trong cau than chi. N6 nam tay Naren va
bat dau 1am bam 16i than chu. Nhitng ngudi khac néi vong tay lai nhung tat
ca déu phai cdi rat xuéng bén dudi nhitng tan canh du dwa xao xac mdi co
thé tap thanh mot vong tron khong dtit.

“Ba lan,” Charlie thi thao. “Hay chay quanh nha vua, chay quanh, chay
quanh cho t6i khi nwdc mat ngai kho di.”

Ching vay quanh céi cady, v6i vé mat rat nghiém trang, tat ca déu nhin
dau dau vao nhitng giot nwdc mat dé nhw mau.
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MGt lan, hai lan, ba Ian. Chay quanh, chay quanh cai cay. Khi da hoan
thanh ca ba vong, Charlie kéo manh tay Billy va chay nhanh hon nita.

“Chung ta chay ba lan r6i ma,” Billy néi.
“Ctt chay nita,” Charlie tuyét vong hoi.

Nudc mat nha vua cang sam lai hon bao gio hét, nhung Charlie khong bo
cudc. Ca dam quay tit quanh cai cay cho dén khi bat dau chong mat. Va réi,
v&i doi mat ngdn nuwdc, 6ng Onimuos budng vong tron ra, hét 1én, “Khong
xong roi, bon nho. Do la vi ta. Ta la ké pha binh. Lam gi ¢6 ai tin ta chuwa
dén hai muoi tudi co chit? Bat cit ai 1am ra cau than chd nay déu ngu y rang
ting tir ctia no phai dwgc tuan thu.”

Bon tré nhin tran tréi vao khoang trong giita Olivia va Emma, tuy rang
khong dita nao bo vong. Chung ding bén dudi cai cay trong khi ong
Onimuos vuc dau vao tay khoc nitc nd, va bau trdi dan dan ken dac nhitng
dam may den. Troi ap téi duwdi bong nhirng tan cay xoe rong, toi dén noi
ching gan nhw khong trong thay mat nhau. Nhung c6 gi dé c gilt chiing
ding chon chan tai cho.

Pam c6 cao d ria trang trong bong lay dong va run ray, mac du khong c6
gio. C6 cai gi do bo ra khéi co va dirng 1én.

“Con thi,” 6ng Onimuos la 1én, giong 6ng hoi hot hodng.
“Asa,” Charlie noi trong hoi tho.

Hudéng vé phia vong tron, mot sinh vat 16 mo, lung gu, gdm guoc. Khong
ditra nao cuc cwra. Con tha budc vao cho trong gitra hai diva con gai, va
Emma, v§i trai tim tot 1én tan c6 hong, dat ban tay 1én dau con thu. Olivia
trd mat nhin Emma, & khau, cling lam twong tu.
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Nhitng dira khac nhin chét tran khi con thii cho phép hai dita con gai luon
ngon tay vao ma 1ong dai, citng quéo ctia né.Vong tron mot 1an nita lai
dugc khép kin.

Khong néi mot 161, vong tron nhitng dita tré bat dau chuyén dong, va con
tha cung di chuyén vdi ching. Vong quanh, vong quanh nha vua, vong
quanh, vong quanh.

Mat Charlie gan chat vao than cdy sttt seo. Dong nwéc mat dé nhw mau
chdy nhanh hon; ching tudn chdy xudng dat am wét, va roi troi di thanh
nhitng dong nuwéc nhd, sang 1ap lanh.

Nhitng dta tré bat dau vong thit hai. Lép vo cdy xam ngap chim trong
nhitng dong nwéc sam mau va mot cai hoé bat dau dugce hinh thanh ¢ duwéi
goc cay.

Vong quanh, vong quanh nha vua, vong quanh, vong quanh.

Chung bat dau di vong thit ba. Va lan nay Charlie c6 dit &nh mat ra khéi
dong nwdc mat kinh khing. Ching khong dirng lai dau, chiing sé vinh vién
khong dirng lai, Charlie nghi, ngay ca khi vong tron tré da ngap dau goi
trong ho nwdc mau dé bam.

Nuwéc mat bay gio chay nhanh dén noi khong khi rung dong va nhirng
canh cay phai thé dai. Lan gi6 nhe bat dau tré nén hung bao va quat vao
mat nhitng dita tré, ric vao toc chung va théi phong ap quan mua déng cta
ching. R6i mdt lan gi6 lanh, thanh thoat, sung swéng mé ly nghe nhu khiic
nhac co xua.

“Nhin kia, Charlie! Nhin kia!” Billy hét lén.
Charlie sg qua khong dam nhin. Mot hat nwéc lanh ban vao mat né.

“Nhin kia! Nhin kia! Nhin kia!” Nhitng giong khac hoa cung giong Billy.
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Charlie dwa mat nhin lai céi cdy. Mwa do qua canh 14 va chay doc xudng
than cay. Nhitng vét seo sdu hodm, dwgc nwdc mat riva thanh trong tréo, gio
la mot 16p nwde sach déng bang trang toat.

Nhitng ban tay ctia bon tré rét thdng xuong hong. Ching ngang dau nhin
1én tang cdy va gi6 phu day mdt nwdc mot tran mua la vang va do. Vo cay
duworc rira sach anh 1én mau xam cta ngoc trai, trong khi gi6 mang bo ao
thung mua thu cta nha vua ra di. Pam la luét bay trén khong trung nhw
nhitng ngon Itta nhay mua, vuot khoéi nhitng birc twong 1au dai, qua dong
song, qua nhitng ngdi nha, khién nhitng ddam may dé va vang che phu toan
thanh pho: nhitng mai nha, nhitng virdn cdy, nhitng con hém va dwong pho,
ngay gitta mua dong ma trai day mot 16p tham 1a mua thu.

Trong mot can ho sang trong ctia ctta hang Vwrong Quéc, c6 Amy Bone
kinh hai nhin vao ngén tay minh. C6 mé tung ctta s, thao chiéc nhan ngoc
luc bao ra va quang no lén troi.

“Kh6o6ng!” Tén thay bua ra 1én. Nhung mot ddam may 14 do ruc da bay
Uia vao phong va quét han ra khoi ctra s6 — nhw mot trai banh mau xanh 1a
cdy bi nhitng lvi ltra dé ruc liém rui.

C0 Amy thé hon hén trude canh twgng do, voi dong ap ctra so lai va hap
tap roi khéi ctra hang.

Tai nha s6 9 duwong Filbert, ba Maisie Jones, véi day da quan do, ngoi bat
day trong bon tam. Mot con buém cé dbi canh bac dau trén dau goi ba.

“Troi 0i!” Ngoai Maise néi v4i con buém trang. “Ai dé ctra s6 md thé
nay?” Béi vi ngwoi ba phu day nhirng 1a.

L4 cling tim ra dudong dé vao Hoc vién Bloor. Nwong theo nhitng con gié
hoang dai, chiing budc canh ctra doi d6 s6 mé ra va tran vao vao tién sanh.
Ching cuon cudn thoc 1én nhitng cau thang c6 xwa, bang qua nhitng hanh
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lang, dap vao nhitng birc twdong, luén qua nhitng khe nitt va lwét xuéng
dwdi nhitng khe ctra.

“Ngan ching lai! Ngan ching lai!” Lao Ezekiel rd 1én khi c6 day cai xe
lan di ngwgc dong thuy triéu 1a.

“Co6 chuyén gi xdy ra vay?” Tién si Bloor hét hai hoi, nhin vao con trai
minh.

“Lam sao toi biét? Tét hon ching ta ai ¢ dau hdy & yén day.” Manfred
giat chiéc xe lan cua lao Ezekiel lai, day ldo vao thu phong cua tién si Bloor
va khoa chét ctra lai. “Gio thi chiing dirng hong bat dwgc ching ta.” R6i
han xoa hai tay vao nhau cho dén khi nhirng tia Itta tée ra.

Trén dinh Thap Nhac, thay Pilgrim nhin 14 miia may nhw nhitng dém Itta
bay bén ngoai ctra s6 phong thay. Nhitng cai tén bat gidc bat ra trong dau
thay. Thay co ghi nh¢ 1ay ching. Thay cam thdy minh dang boi qua mot
dong nuwdc den, sau that sdu. Thay tréng thay mot guwong mat. Va guong
mat do troi di.

Bén ngoai quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng, nhitng bac phu huynh va con cai ho
da tu tap ngoai troi dé ngam dong thac 14 dé qua bau troi.

Ong Bartholodew Bloor dang dinh ciing gia dinh ra vé thi Charlie niu tay
ong. “xin cdm on, 6ng Bloor,” né ndi, “chinh cau than chu trong nhitng
quyén s6 nhat ki ctia 6ng da lam nén diéu do day.”

“biéu gi, Charlie?” Nha tham hiém hoi. “T6t hon chau hay dgi xem
chuyén gi xdy ra da ro6i hang cam on ta.”

“Vang a.Nhung du sao ciing chic 6ng ngu ngon.”

Lan nay dén lwgt ong Bartholodew mim cuwdi, “Chtic ngt ngon, Charlie.”
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Khi 6ng sai birdc di khoi, Naren quay dau lai va vay tay vdi Charlie, “Ba
khong xdu dau nhi,” c6 bé noi. “Hen gap lai anh, Charlie Bone!”

Nhitng gia dinh khac cling voi va céo tit, con cai ho van con dang hung
phan, cha me ching hai long, nhung ho néng long mong cho cudc song
mau trd lai binh thuwdng. Mot st mang vira duge hoan thanh, mét wéc mudn
vira dwoc thire hién, nhing cho dén khi Charlie Bone vé nha, van chuwra ai
biét két cuc thé nao.

Hita hen sé goi dién cho tirng dita ban dé bdo tin lanh hay tin di¥, Charlie
va Ong cau Paton lén dwong vé nha s6 9.

Ngay khi nhin thdy nhitng ngon nén thap sang & bau ctra s6 nha bép, ho
biét da dién ra mot sy thay doi. Noi Bone khong doi nao lai chu ddo nhw
thé. Charlie chay u 1én nhitng bac cap, Ong cau né sai buéc ngay ding sau.

Ho thdy c6 Amy va ngoai Maise dang thuéng thitc tach tra ngon.
“Con di dau vay?” Me Charlie 6m chat 1dy né. “Con lam me lo qua.”

N6 khong hoi me n6 di dau. N6 biét me khong bao gid ¢6 thé tra 10i
duwgc. “Gdp lai me con mung qua,” no thi thao.

“Ta cha biét c6 gi xdy ra véi thoi tiét thé khong biét.” ngoai Maisie chép
miéng. “Nhung ta cam thdy khé chiu kinh khiing. O day néng qua di.”

“NONG gi ma néng!” Noi Bone quét ra tir hanh lang. “Lanh thau xuwong
thiu tiy. Chét tiét. Ai d6 noi cho ba kia biét rang ba ta dién roi di.”

“Pitng ¢6 mo, Grizelda,” Ong cau Paton néi. “Téi thi thdy trdi nhu dang
soi 1én day nay.”

Nha bép ro 1én tiéng cudi vui vé, trong khi noi Bone lach bach vé phong
khach va déng sam ctra lai.
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Ngoai Maisie da xoay x& lam xong mot cai banh x6p nhan mit that to —
qua la mot ki cong déi véi nguwdi ma mdi mot gio trede than nhiét da tut
xuong dwdi diém dong.

Bo6n nguwdi ngbi xuéng dung bita tra gia dinh y nhw thuwong 1€, va sau do
khi Ong cau Paton phan doan di dén thoi diém thich hgp, 6ng cam 14y ban
tay cO Amy va noi rat khé, “Amy, chiing t6i da tim ra chong c6 r6i.”

“Lyell a?” Ban tay c6 Amy ap chat vao tim. “Lam sao dugc?”

Vi sy gitip d& ctia Charlie, Ong cau Paton ké cho c6 nghe tat ca moi
diéu ma 6ng nghi la c6 nén biét. Lyell da bi Manfred Bloor th6i mién ra
sao, vao liuc quyén phép cua han dang ¢ dinh diém, thoi han con la mot diva
tré. Va Charlie da tim thay cha minh nh¢ sy gitip d& cia Gwong Than cta
Amoret nhu thé nao. Tén thay bua khéng dwoc Charlie va Ong cau Paton
nhdac tGi, va hién tai, ho nghi tot nhat cling khong nén nhac lai viéc ngoai
Maisie bi dong cing.

“Anh ay sé€ hoi tinh a?” C6 Amy héi. “Chung ta sé lam gi?”

“Tdi nghi anh 4y sdp hoi tinh r6i,” Ong cau Paton nghiém nghi. “Nhung
can phai lam mot s6 viéc. Dau sao cling muwdi nam réi con gi.”

C0 Amy ditng 1én, “T6i phai di tim anh dy, ngay bay gio.”

‘Khéng dugc,” Ong cau ngin lai. “Chwa dau. Lyell bi théi mién vao lic
chudng diém mudi hai gio. Chiing ta phai chd cho dén gan nita dém. Bong
h6 nha tho 16n sé gitp chiing ta danh thitc anh ay. Nhung con viéc nita,”
ong quay sang Charlie va hoi nhé, “Nwéc mat nha vua dau?”

“Con c6 day,” Charlie nai.

“Va co Amy nay,” Ong cau Paton cam ban tay trai ctia 6. “T6i yéu cau
c6 deo nhan cta c6 vao dwgc khong?”
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CO6 Amy trgn tron mat nhin vao ban tay tréng tron cia minh. “Lam thé
nao lai tudt mat vay?” Co6 dam bo 1én lau.

Vao lic muroi mot gio muoi phut, ndi Bone dang ngay pho pho truée
man hinh ti vi thi tiéng dong trong hanh lang danh thitc ba ta day. Ba thay
cd6 Amy va Charlie di giay bot va khoac 4o am vao. Troi lai bat dau dé
tuyét.

“Hai dira bay di dau vao gio nay?” Not Bone hoi trich thugng.

Ong cau Paton di ra khéi bép va néi, “Ching t6i da tim thay con trai ba,
Grizelda a.”

Noi Bone thét 1én mot tiéng kéu nghet ¢ va nhin chung hitng vao Ong
cau Paton, khiép via. Miéng ba ta ha xé ra va ba bau chat 1ay khung ctta.

Ong cau Paton di lai gin ndi Bone, “Ba gidu anh dy khéi ching toi rat
khéo. Tro Itra qua ranh ma da gitt anh ta & ngay trGc mii chung toi. Hw,
bay gio ching toi biét anh ay ¢ dau roi, va c6 Amy va Charlie sé dén dé
dwa anh dy vé nha.”

AN 9y

Noi Bone lti lai va nga phich vao mot cai ghé. “Thé a,” ba ta lam bam.
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Chuong 21: Nhitng Con Bao Meéo!

Tuyét bat dau dé gat hon khi c6 Amy va Charlie budc vé phia Hoc vién
Bloor.

"Tuyét that day," Charlie ndi, chia tay ra bat nhitng bong tuyét. "Khdéng
phai thtt tai phép ctia Tancred dau."

Co Amy bat cuoi, "Di nhanh 1én, Charlie. Chung ta phai chay thoi tredc
khi bi tuyét vui mat."

Ho dinh bung quyét sé gb ctta cho tdi khi nha Bloor dé ho vao, nhung
khi bang qua manh san, ho thdy canh ctra doi da mé toang hoang. L4 bay
cudn cudn trong tién sanh va tuyét dong trén nhitng phién dé 14t san. Anh
sang tir nhitng nhitng ctta s6 gan kinh ctia nha nguyén hat xuéng san. Ai do
dang choi dan organ.

Cam lay ban tay me, Charlie dan c6 Amy di vong tGi 16i vao nha nguyén.
L4 vang 14 dé xody qua khung ctra dé m@; bén trong nha nguyén ching bay
dap don trén khong nhw nhitng canh buém mau sac ryc 1. Lyell Bone dang
choi dan organ ¢ dau ban dang kia.

Me Charlie chay vut vao 16i kia, vira chay vira goi tén chong. Cha Lyell
ngang nhin 1én nhwng khong té dau hiéu gi nhan ra c6. Charlie chay theo
me. Ho ditng bén nhau trong khi Lyell tr6 mat nhin ho, hoang mang. "T6i
biét hai nguoi a?"
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Chudng nha thd 16n bat dau diém mudi hai tiéng. Charlie rut céi lo thuy
tinh nho ra. N6 mé nap va dwa cai 1o cho cha minh.

"Cho t0i a?" Lyell nhan mat nhin cai lg. "T0i nén lam gi v6i n6 bay gio?"

Charlie khéng biét. N6 dinh bao ba hay dé nuwéc trong lo ra long ban tay,
thi mot hinh thu buwéc ra tir dang sau chiéc dan organ, va véi mot tiéng hét
dac thang, n6 hat do cai lo ra khoi ban tay Charlie.

"Po6!" Manfred da céi lo qua san nha. "Vay la dat dau cham hét cho tro
choi quén caa may, Charlie Bone!"

Nu cwoi ty nhién tat ngtiim khéi gwong mat Manfred va han tan hén nhin
vao dam la bay. Chiing, bang cach nao do, da bién thanh ba con bao méo
khong 16. Thoang nhin, bd 16ng ctia ching nhw duge kham chim trong 16p
14 tr6i bong bénh, nhuwng khi tién lai gan hon, thi r6 ranh ranh d6 la nhitng
mang l6ng dom ctia ching chit khong phai nhitng béng 14. Chinh la nhitng
con meo ltra. ba sinh vat sang ruc r& chay xuong 16i di, giwvong nhitng cap
mat vang riec cam chat vao Manfred.

U 6 tan hon, Manfred U té chay vong qua nhitng hang ghé dai, bi nhitng
con bao du6i don. Vi tiéng gam nhw sdm, ching du6i han ra khoi nha
nguyeén, va roi, gitta tiéng chudng nira dém, mot tiéng thét lac 16ng vang 1én
— theo sau la sy thinh lang.

Lyell Bone ditng 1én va lac dau, nhu thé khong thé hiéu dwgc minh da
trong thay cai gi.

"Lyell!" c6 Amy kéu lén tha thiét, "Oi, Lyell, anh khong bao gid tinh day
sao?"

Charlie nhin vao cai lo rong khong. Nwdc mat cia nha vua da bi do hét
10i.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lyell nhoén mét nu cuwdi yéu 6t. Mat chu chot vap phai vét thuy tinh
loang loang wét. Chu cidi xudng va nhat cai lo 1én, nhung lai cham vao canh
sac va bi ctra dut tay.

"Ui!" Lyell ngbi xudng, dwa ngén tay chdy mau lén miéng. Chd ném
dwgc vi gi d6 vo cung la — am dm va dé chiu hét sirc. Chad nhin vao hai
ngwoi dang ding tredc mdat minh. Mot trong hai ngwdi chu biét rat rd, rat
rd. Con nguwoi kia han phai la..."

"Charlie?" chu noi. "Va Amy."

Charlie nhin cha me né lao vao vong tay nhau. N6 cam thay nhuw minh c6
thé ditng d6 mai mai, chi nhin théi. Va r6i, ba Lyell vay né lai gan...

Hét
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