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Lol tua

Cudn sach nay dugc xuat ban lan dau nam 1992 véi céi tén Gridzbi
Spudvetch! Qua la m6t nhan dé nuc cwdi vi chang ai phat am noi, cling
chang ai biét dwgc n6 cé y nghia gi cho t6i khi ho doc hét dau dudi cau
chuyén. Va két qua la chi c6 ding hai mwoi ba nguwdi chiu méc tién tai
ra mua. Thyc ra thi t6i dang phong dai 1én day, nhung cting khong noi
qua lam dau. Cudn sach nhanh chéng bi ngirng xuét ban.

L& ra viéc xuat ban cudn sach nay sé ngirng mai nhw thé, song
nhitng ndm vira qua rat nhiéu nguwoi da lién lac véi t6i dé bay to sy yéu
thich v&i cudn sach. Va cac nha xuat ban ciing vai lan danh tiéng héi
xem t6i c6 muodn chinh sita dé tai ban hay khong.

Chac chan la cuon sach nay can duwgc chinh stta roi, vi n6 day
nhitng chi tiét lac hdu vé dia mém vi tinh, may nghe nhac Walkman va
mdy cat xét. Khong chi c6 thé, cot truyén ciing nhan nhan nhitng
khiém khuyét vun vat con but phap thi rat v vung vé, khién t6i khong
thé khong than Oi! khi doc lai tirng trang sdch mot. Mudn tai ban thi
phai stra manh tay. Ma mu6n stta manh tay thi phdi ton thoi gio, trong
khi khodn nay t6i nao c6 du gia la may.

Dén cu6i nam 2007, tdi nhan dwgc mot 14 thw tir tredng tiéu hoc SS
Phillip & James (con goi la trwong Phil & Jim’s) & Oxford. Co Alison
Williams thé 16 rang bao nhiéu nam nay c6 déu doc cudn sach nay cho
1ii hoc tro minh va lan nao cling khién cac em rat thich thi. Bé minh
chitng, c6 con giti kém chong thu tay cia 16p - T BDinh Heong ma co
chu nhiém, thw nao ciing rat lich s, hom hinh va day 16i khen.

Cudbi cung bi thuyét phuc, téi bén danh thoi gian quay vé vdi
Gridzbi Spudvetch!, hai tay lam lam con dao mo va cay bt chi dé. T6i
xén b6t nhiéu doan dai va thém vao nhitng khic mgi. Khi cong trinh
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két thuc, t6i da chinh trang lai gan nhw tirng cau van mot, khong cach
nay thi cach khac.

To6i cling dat dwgc mot cai tit mdi. Ngay ca khi chwa doc truyén ban
cling biét dugc y nghia caa n6 la gi. Va ai ndy déu c6 thé phat am
duoc.
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1
Banh kep biét bay

T6i ding trén ban céng vGi chiéc banh kep phét pho mai do vung
Leicester kém mit qua ly gai, ngoam thtt mot miéng to dung va nhai
nhom nhoam. Ciing ngon ra phét, nhung so v&i phd mai Cheddar va
mit dau tay thi van chwa tham vao dau. Pdy mdi la mon ta cta toi.

To6i thwong danh nhiéu gio trén ban cong nay, vi can ho cia gia dinh
toi bé nhw céi 16 mii ay. Do6i lic t6i cdm thdy nhw minh dang phai chui
rdc trong mot chi€c tau ngam. Nhung riéng cai ban cong thi rat tuyét
voi. Gi6 16ng. Troi cao. Anh sang chan hoa. Tt ddy ban c6 thé thdy
nhitng chiéc 747 cham cham lwgn tirng vong trén khong trong ltic xép
hang chd dén lwgt ha canh xuéng duong bang phi treong Heathrow.
Ban ciing c6 thé xem may chiéc xe canh binh c6 luon lach qua nhitng
con phd chat hep, coi bdo dong rit inh éi, nhin xa c nhw la 6 t6 do
choi.

Ban cong nay con trong ra ca cong vién dang kia. Va vao mdt budi
sang dac biét nhuw sang nay, ban c6 thé thay lot thom gitta bai cé thénh
thang duwdi do co6 mot ong dang dirng tro troi, hai tay khu khw mot cuc
kim loai. Va ban sé 10 m& nhan ra cai vat phi vu vu tit mu trén dau 6ng
ay khong la gi khac ngoai mot chiéc tryc thang mo6 hinh dang 16n nhao
va danh vong nhw mot chii chuén chuon.

B6 t6i ddy, lic nao 6ng chang phat cuong vi may mén mé hinh nay.
Nao la tau hoa, may bay, r6i dén xe tang, 6 t6 doi cti. Nhwng dac biét
sau khi 6ng bi mat viéc lam tai xi nghiép lap rap 6 to thi sé thich nay
mdi chinh thitc thang hoa thanh nguén song ctia doi 6ng. Ma xét cong
bang thi bo t6i cling xuat ching ra phét. Néi khong ngoa chit chi can
vt cho 6ng mot cuc gach véi boé day chun thi kiéu gi ong ciing ho
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bién cho né chay ro ro, thim chi con trwéc ca khi ban kip thot “Nao
khai hanh!” nita kia. Nhung gi thi gi t6i van thay n6 lam sao ay, béi vi
s@ thich nay von chi danh cho may thang nhai ranh va nhitng ga 1ap di
16n r6i con bam vay me thoi.

Mot dan bo cau bay 1én tan loan va téi nghe thdy tiéng dong co xe
mady quen thudc. Ng6 xuong dudi, toi thay chiéc xe khing hiéu Moto
Gozzi den bong cta o6ng twdng Mat R6 dang quanh vao bai do xe cua
khu chung cuw. Becky, ba chi yéu quai cua t6i, ngoi chém ché trén yén
sau, khoac mot cai 4o da xau om bén ngoai bd dong phuc treong.

Ba chi t6i ndm nay muoi sau tudi. T6i nhd ré chi may nam trudc
chit dau xa, chi 4y van con budc téc thanh titng bui va dan day anh
may con ngwa non lén twong phong ngu. Ay thé roi tw dung chi chang
dé chitng ham do. Chi ay bat dau cuong tin cai loai nhac chét choc ra
gao va thoi khong rira nach nira.

Lan dau ba chi t6i gap Mat RO la trong mot tu diém ca nhac sau
thang tridc. Ga nay mudi chin tudi, cé mai téc dai bé bét mo hoi dau
va hai bén t6c mai nu6i ram bu xu, lai con dinh day cac mau thitc an
sot tir bita sang. Ho6i tredc ga titng bi mun boc, gio tuy hét roi nhung
seo r0 van con, thé nén han mdi c6 cai nich ném ay. Nhin mat ga c
nhw la bé mat mat trang.

Ga con c6 mot bo nao giong dac cai chdi co toa 1ét. Ca bé me va t6i
déu hoan toan nhét tri vé khoan nay. Ay nhung Becky lai coi gd nhw
Mon qua ctia Thugng D€ ban tdng cho phu nit. T6i chang hiéu sao ba
chi t6i lai chét mé chét mét ga bo dén vay. Chac vi trén doi nay chi c6
ga la nguwdi duy nhat chiu dyng duwgc mui héi nach cta chi ay thoi.

Chiéc xe mdy gao ra roi phanh kit lai mwoi tang lau ngay phia dudi
va thé 1a t6i trdi qua mot khoanh khac hoan toan dién r6. Chang hiéu
sao tOi lai tach d6i cai banh kep ctia minh, vivon nguwdi tha tot xuéng
dwéi. Gan nhu ngay lap tirc t6i nhan ra minh vira lam mot viéc xuan
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ngoc, cuc ky xuan ngdc. Néu miéng banh ma roi tring ho that, chac
toi sé bi dem ra lam goi mat.

Lat banh kep ldo ddo, ngtra 1én lat xudng, nghiéng qua trai roi lai
qua phai. Ga Mat Ro tat dong cg, budc xuéng xe, cdi mii bao hiém va
nguwdc mat Ién can hd. Toi thdy nhon nhao hét cd ngudoi. Lat banh dap
toét ngay gitta mat ga va dinh bét vao d6, mat phét mitt nam bén dudi.
Phai mat may gidy lién Mat Ro ¢t ditng d6 nhu trdi trong, va cai lat
banh mi cling nam yén vi nhw mot 16p mat na dwdng da. Becky ditng
canh ga, lvom len phia toi. Ba chi toi thi khong phai la mot con tho
non hai huéc.

Thwong thi khi ditng trén ban cong ban sé chang nghe r6 dugc gi vi
xe c0 bén dwdi rat dong diac. Nhung khi Mat Ro dwa tay xé toac lat
banh mi khéi mat va cuéng né gam lén thi t6i dam ca bén Nhat Ban
han ciing nghe r& m6n mot.

Poan ga san so lao vé phia cong khu chung cw nhwng bi Becky nam
lay co tay giat chitng lai. Chang phdi chi dy lo lang gi cho t6i, ga ma
giét quach t6i thi chi 4y tham chi con mung la khac dy chi. Chi c6
diéu ho khéng thé xtt t6i trong can ho nay, vi diéu dé sé khién ba chi
gap rac roi.

Cu6i cung thi Mat Ro cling dinh than lai. Ga vung nam dam lén hét
16n, “May tiéu doi roi thang 6n con!” roi nhdy l1én con Moto Guzzi
dién cuong phong di trong luéng khoi xam xin ban thiu.

Becky quay phat lai, sai buwdc vé phia ctra. T6i nhin xuéng nira con
lai ctia cai banh kep va nhan thdy minh khong con déi cén cao rudt
gan nita. Luc nay trong bai do xe chang con ai, t6i bén tha not 1at banh
nay xudng, ngam noé vira roi vira 1at 14t ddo dao va ha canh xuéng ngay
ngan canh lat banh dau tién.

Vra luc dé civa ban cong bi dap tung ra. T6i voi thanh minh, “Chi la
tai nan théi ma,” nhung Becky da thét 1én, “Cai thang c6c 16i nay!” va
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bat that manh vao thai dwong lam t6i diéng hét ca nguoi.

Trong may gidy lién mat t6i nhin gi cling hoa thanh hai. T6i thdy c6
hai ba Becky, hai thanh lan can va hai cai cay cao su canh. T6i khong
khoc, vi néu khoc thi chi dy sé tréu t6i la do mit wét, ma thé thi con té
hon nhiéu so v6i bi bgp tai. Thé nén t6i cd viu chat vao tay vin lan can
cho dén khi cam gidc chodng vang dan lang xudng va hai ba Becky
nhap tré lai lam mot.

“Sao chi danh em?” t6i cu nu. “N6 roi vao Mt Ro6 cht c6 roi vao
madt chi dau ma.”

Hai mat ba chi nheo lai. “May cho may la anh i khong dich than 1én
day tan cho may mot tran day.”

Chi dy néi cling ding. Mat R6 c6 han dai den kung fu co ma. Chi
can ga vay vay hai tai ciing c6 dita bé mang.

“Con nita,” Becky rit 1én. “Tén anh i la Terry.”

“That ra em nghe don tén cting com cua anh i 1a Florian co. Chang
qua anh i chi gia vo dé dugc goi 1a Terry thoi.” T6i lui lai mét budc dé
tranh cad bat th hai nhung lai chang c6 gi ca. Thay vao do, Becky dot
nhién im bat, twva nguwdi vao thanh lan can va cham cham gat gu.
“Nhac dén méi nhg,” giong ba chi chot chuyén sang diu dang nhung
day nham hiém. “Cé chuyén nay tao dang dinh bdo cho may biét day.”

“Cai gi cg?”

“Hom no chi may va Amy vao phong giam hiéu néi chuyén vaéi co
Cottingham.” Becky luc tti 4o da, 16i ra bao thudc 14 r6i khoan thai
cham mot diéu, lam nhw minh la dién vién trong may thuwdc phim den
trang khong bang.

“Hut thuoc 1a c6 hai cho sitc khoe,” toi noi.

“Ngam cai miéng thdéi lai ma nghe cho rd day.” Becky hit mot hoi
thu6éc sdu dén tan phéi. “Bon tao nghe lom dwgc thay Kidd ban vé
chuyén ctia may.”

“Thay ay ban chuyén gi?”
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“Toan chuyén toi té, Jimbo a. Toan chuyén t6i té.” Chac ba chi nay
lai déng kich chit gi. Nhung khuén mat chi ay lai khong c6 vé gi cuoi
cot ca. Va nghe giong ciing khong giong nhu dang dong kich.

“Chuyén gi toi té ca?” Toi bon chon vai 1y cay cao su canh, lam
mot cai 1a rung xuéng ban tay.

“Thay kéu la may lwdi nhw hai. Lai con chuyén pha phach.”

“Chi boc phét.” Toi dwa tay tha cai 14 cao su ra dang sau chiéc ghé
X€ép.

“Thay Kidd bdo may hoc hanh bi bét lam. Theo 10i thay... a doan
nay mdi hay day nay... ho dang dinh téng c6 may sang cdi tredng & tan
huyén Fenham ay. May nhé khong, cai truong chuyén danh cho may
dita nhai con c6 van dé ddy.” Miéng ba chi nha ra mot vong tron khoi.

“Khong thé thé dugc.” T6i thay chong hét ca mat. “Ho khong thé
lam thé dvoc.”

“Tat nhién la dugc chi sao khong.” Becky gat dau. “Thang em cta
nho Jodie chang bi tong vao day roi la gi.” Ba chi t6i giui giui diéu
thuéc vao mot cai chdu cdy canh va bing cai dau loc qua lan can.
“Jodie ké la cho do6 y hét mot s@ tha. May biét r6i day, ctra s6 c6 song
sat, tiéng tré con hu nhw cho séi.”

Tam ctra kinh dwge day qua mot bén va me t6i budc ra ban cong,
tay cam mot chiéc giay.

“Chao hai dita,” me vira n6i vira 1dy manh gié wét lau lau dé giay.
“That tinh, cai khu chung cw nay luém thuém qua sitc. Me vira giam
phai mot cai banh kep an dd, sao khéo thé chi.”

T6i ngo lo di dé me khéng nhin thady mat t6i, va ding lic dé dugc
chitng kién cdnh & dang xa chiéc tryc thang cia bé quat manh vao
ngon cay, no Itra phirng phirng, boé xody xudng duwéi va dam thang vao
déng soi danh cho ché di vé sinh, khién mot con ch6 dém cd by dugc
phen hét hon.

B0 t0i viit toet cai hop diéu khién xudng dat roi dé sdp ngudi xuéng
bai cé, hai nam tay nén lién hoi 1én dé.
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2
Chuyén toi té

Bau khong khi bita toi that chang &m cing teo nao. Becky ton hét vGi
me la chinh t6i da tha banh kep xu6ng pho. Me mang t6i x6i x4 vi toi
phi pham thitc an ngon. Becky bén chinh lai rang van dé ¢ day khong
phai la phi pham thitc dn, ma la t6i da tha né xuéng Mat Ro6. Thé 1a me
tuyén bo rang ké ca néu cé ai thd nguyén mot cay dan piano xudng
Mait RO thi cling chang thé lam 6ng gioi con xau thém teo nao. Dén
day thi Becky vang tuc va vung vang chay binh bich 1én phong minh.

Thé van chwa hét, dén lwgt bo toi quén bang viéc 1dy thit ga ra khoi
ngan da. B0 cling quén mua nudc rira bat luén. Va 6ng van con sung
sia vé vu cdi trgc thang, lic nay dang nam chéng cho trén san phong
an, chdy den, giy gap, lai con dinh bé bét dat séi pha lan d6 “binh”
ctia may con ché nita ch.

“Gdm, chi la do choi chit c6 gi dau,” me t6i chi chiét, miéng da tréu
trao dwgc mot niva chiéc banh nhan thit con thira tir hém qua.

“N6. Khong. Phdi. La. 6. Choi!” bo t6i quat.

Pén lic nay thi moi thit bat dau am 7 ca 1én, t6i bén chubn ra sau
bép va ghi diém bang cach rira chén bat. That khong may la t6i budc
phai rira bang banh xa phong huwong chanh trong phong tam, vi thé
mdy ngay sau d6 moén an gi cling c6 vi ky ky.

Rira bat xong xudi, toi ra ban cong ditng kiém chut khong khi yén
tinh. Nam phtt sau b6 ciing ra theo. Ong ditng canh ti, twa vao lan
can nhin xa xam vao man dém.

“Poi la cai banh kep phan bo, Jimbo a,” ong thd dai, “banh mi thi
mong tang con nhan thi qua nhiéu.”
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“Roi bo sé stra dugc cai true thang thoi ma,” toi an 1.

“U thi,” ong dap, “bo biét thé.” Roi ong tram tu budn ba. Toi biét
tong cai kiéu nay roi. Kiéu gi ong cling sap tam sy rang minh khong
con c6 cam giac nhr mot nguwoi dan ong thue thu nita. Va toi sé khong
biét phai dap lai nhw thé nao. R6i 6ng sé khuyén nhu t6i hoc cho cham
vao dé dat két qua cao va xin dwogc viéc lam gi do, vi that khéng cé gi
té hon la that nghiép.

Nhung t6i nao c6 mudn nghe ba cadi chuyén nay. Khong phai lic
nay. Toi von dac biét khéng mudn nghi dén chuyén truong 16p, bai vd
va viéc lam.

“B0 cling khong hiéu sao ca nha lai chiu dung duwogc bo co chit,” 6ng
tiép tuc bai ca nao rudt. “Bé khong biét ndu an. Khong biét don nha.
Chuyén mon quén di chg, va lai con c G rii sudt ngay.”

“Roi bo sé kiém dwgc viéc khac théi,” toi dap. “Ma gi thi gi, con
thdy banh nhan thit cling ngon hon thit ga nhiéu.”

Ong cudi to va roi ching toi lai nhin mong lung vao béng dém.
Chirng hai phat sau, toi thady minh lai ludn quan nghi vé vu treong 16p.
Vé thay Kidd, vé huyén Fenham, vé nhitng song sat cita s6 va nhitng
tiéng hu dai. “Bo gi?” t6i cat 101 hoi.

“Gl con?”

Toi dinh ké cho 6ng nghe t6i dang lo lang dén mitc nao. Nhung
ngam lai thi khong cong bang lam, vi 6ng phai lo da thit trén doi roi,
va chuyén toi c6 kha nang bi dudi hoc c6 lam 6ng vui 1én duge dau.

“A, khong c6 gi,” toi 1ap liém. “Thdi, con phéi di 1am ndt mdy viéc
day.”

“U.” Ong x0a xo0a dau toi. “Gap anh ban sau nhé.”

Toi véi 14y do khoac, chuon ra ctita treéc va cuéc b xudng cau
thang.
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Han la Becky boc phét. Néu 16i ba chi néi la that chang hoéa ra chi
ay lai muon giup t6i a. Nao la canh bao t6i chuyén gi dang dién ra. Roi
thi cho t6i co hgi stra sai. Ma ca doi Becky da ting gitp do toi cai gi
bao gio dau.

Thém nita, ba chi phai goi la dang dat giai Nobel trong linh vyc bip
bom nguwdi ta. Nam ngodi t6i vao bénh vién dé chinh tat lac mat.
Trudc khi to6i nhap vién, chi dy ct thao thao doa toi du thit chuyén toi
té. Nao la thuéc mé c6 thé khong hiéu lyc. Roi t6i sé nam dd, tinh nhw
sdo sau va bat dong trong khi phéi thao 1do nhin bac si m6 todc mat
minh ra. Nao la ho c6 thé cung cap qua it 6 xy cho t6i thd khién t6i bai
ca ndo. Va ho ciing c6 thé nham nhot t6i 1a mot bénh nhan khac réi cat
béng chan toi di.

Con t6i thi sg mat mat dén noi khi ngwoi ta day giwong toi vao
phong mo, trén tay toi cam khw khu t& gidy to oanh ghi dong chit:
XIN PAM BAO CHAU NGU THAT SAY. Miy cd y ta ctt tuéng d6
chi la mot tro choc cuwoi.

Nghi k¥ thi dung la luc ¢ truong toi hay pha binh that. C& cach mot
tuan toi lai dinh ky luat phdi & lai don 16p sau gio tan hoc. Ma toi ¢6
b 6c¢ 16i lac nhw Albert Einstein dau co cht.

Nhung néi that, toi bi dudi hoc thi cé gi dang ngac nhién dau. Suot
sau thang roi chi thay toan van han den dui. Khong han vi b6 mat viéc.
No6i diung hon vi me da kiém dwgc mot viéc lam mdéi véi tién lwong
gap doi nguwoi ta trd bd ¢ xwdéng 0 td6. Me t6i tham gia mot khoa hoc
ban thoi gian vé thwong mai tai treong Cao dang, tot nghiép thu khoa
roi c6 ngay mot viéc ¢ cong ty Perkins va Gi Gi D6 & trung tam thanh
pho.

Thé nén trong khi bo cit sudt ngay u rii ngoi than than trach phan,
choc choc lai khoanh vong may quang cao viéc tim ngwdoi trén bao hay
ti mi dan tirng manh go balsa v&i nhau thi me lai vi vu ngoai duong
trén qua Volkswagen dé chét méi coéng, dién mdy b6 dam cong s&
banh choe, tung tay chiéc cap tai liéu c6 khéa ma dang hoang.
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Dbay, c6 ngay thé gidi cit dao 16n tung phéo hét ca 1én.

Mudi phtt sau, to6i da ding trwdc civa nha thang Charlie ban toi.
Ngbi nha to by sang trong véi bon tang lau, lai thém ga ra véi mot 16i
dan xe vao nha. Bo cua Charlie 1a bac si Brooks, thap nguoi, san chac,
c6 doi 16ng may vi dai va hét sttc kiém 10i. Chu lam nghé giam dinh
phap y, chinh la nhan vat ban thwong thay trén ti vi, ditng dom xudng
ter thi va noi, “Ngudi nay chét vao khoadng bén gio sang do bi mot cai
xa beng nén trang dau.”

Con co Brooks me Charlie lai twong phan hoan toan. Co dy la dau
bép chuyén nghiép, chuyén nhan dat tiéc cwdi va hoi thdo cac loai.
Phong bép ctia c6 phai dat vira may chiéc may bay, con tu lanh cé thé
chita nguyén cd can ho nha téi. Tinh c6 néng nhu sting phun ltra con
miéng lién thoang chang khac nao mot khau lién thanh.

T6i budc qua cong va tién dén ctra ra vao, long ban khoan khéng
hiéu ai da x6i tung bon hoa trwéc ctra s6 phong khach. Ngay khi t6i
dinh badm chudng thi nghe thdy trén dau minh c6 ai gia tiéng chim cd
kéu. Ngang dau lén, t6i thdy Charlie dang nhoai ngwoi ra khoi ctra s6
phong ngu, ngon tay suyt suyt trén moi va ra hiéu cho tdi vong ra sau
nha. Toi ben nin miéng lai va 1o do di theo huéng no chi.

Khi t6i da ditng trong gbéc khuat canh ga ra, canh ctta s6 phia bén
nay cot ket hé m@, va mot cai thang day lung lang roi xuéng phia toi.
“Leo 1én di,” Charlie thi thao. T6i bat dau tréo, vira tréo vira gang hét
sttc dé khong bi nga hoac dap chan nham canh ctra s6 nao.

“Cai quai gi thé nay?” Tbi leo 1én givong nd, hon hén.

“T¢ bi phat,” n6 vira giai thich vira cuon thang lén. “Cap do Muoi.
Cam bén mang ra khéi nha. Cdm goi ban vao choi. Cam xem ti vi.
Cam tudt lubt.”

“Sao lai cam?”
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“T¢ quyét dinh da dén Iic minh hoc 1ai xe,” né dap.

“Hoc lam gi?”

“Nay Jimbo, 1ai xe 1a mot ky nang hitu ich 1lam day,” né néi trong
khi bat dai phat thanh 1én dé at di tiéng hai dita néi chuyén. “Hoc lai
xe s0m dau phdi la mot y t6i. Vay nén t& méi thé chum chia khéa cat
trong cai lién bay hoa qua va 16i 6 t6 cia me t& ra khoi ga ra trong lic
ba dang & hiéu lam toc. Té 1én ga s6 mot va thir 1ai 1én 1ai xuéng trén
16i vao nha. Thé r6i moi thit lanh tanh banh hét ca.”

“Pé t¢ doan nhé,” t6i hoi. “Cau nghién phai thdm hoa ha?”

“Va lam v@ toac mot cai den pha,” Charlie dap. “Bay gio thi t&
chinh thitc lot vao so6 den cua me roi.”

Trong ntra gio lién, ching t6i 1an 1€ bo toai, gid nhitng s6 cii cta tap
chi Tuan san Phap y ma Charlie da chép dwoc tiv phong lam viéc caa
bd no ra doc, luc xem hinh chup nhitng vu tai nan cong nghiép khing
khiép nhat. R6i cudi cung téi cling mé& dwgc miéng thd nhan véi
Charlie vé van dé da t6i dién dau sudt ca budi toi.

“T6 gap rac r6i r6i.”

“Xin moi vao hoi,” n6 dap.

“Khong,” t6i nhan manh. “Y 6 1a ric 16i to co.”

“Ké nghe xem nao.”

Ro6i t6i ké cho n6 nghe. Lic nao n6 cling la nguwdi thich hop dé tam
st nhitng chuyén thé nay. N6 cham chu lang nghe, r6i tram ngam suy
nghi va thuong dwa ra nhiéu 161 khuyén kha la chi ly.

Thang ban t6i nom hét nhv mot tén nao éng khoi thdi Victoria vai
khuon mat tam gidc, mat hot nhan, téc bu xu ti tung, quan 4o rong
thung thinh dén vai cd. Chang c6 gi nbi bat ca. Trong 16p né cling it
néi, con ngoai san choi thi toan lanh xa may vu du da. N6 thudc typ
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nguoi luon thich ditng dwa lwng vao twong dua mat quan sat moi viéc
xung quanh.

“Nay Jimbo, biét sao khong,” n6 mé miéng sau khi t6i ké xong cau
chuyen.

“Biét gi?”

“Cau dang la dita ca tin. Néu ba chi ciu ndi la troi sap sap dén noi
thi chac di dau cau ciling sé doi mii bdo ho mat.”

“Nhuwng ma...” Gio toi thady hoi xau ho. “Ciling c6 thé chi ay noi that
1&m chit? Y t& 13, khong phai 1a khéng c6 kha nang?”

“U thi,” né tiép 15i, “chi c6 mot cach thdi. Minh phéi tim xem cac
thay co nghi gi vé cau.” Ro6i n6 budc sang tit dau kia ctia phong, x0 cai
giwong qua mot bén, nay 1én mot tdm go dan san 1ong léo, nhat ra tw
trong cai 16 duédi d6 vat gi nhé nhé mau den.

“Cai gi ddy?” tbi to mo.

“May bo dam ddy,” no6 tra 10i. “Cai nay sé gitp ta gidi quyét van dé
mot cach triét de.”

“Nhu thé nao?” t6i hoi.

Charlie gat cong tac trén may va téi nghe thidy giong me né phat ra
lé ré trong loa: “... Mdc ké anh néi gi, phéi cho thang nay mot bai hoc.
Tuan nay thi tap toe lai xe. Tuadn sau n6 sé dot cd cai nha cho xem.
Nao, t6i nay anh muén an moén gi? Van con it ca hoi thira tir dam cugi
nha Kenyon. Dé em xao xao thém it khoai tay bao t& va dau xanh... ”

Charlie tat may di. “Con cai nita t¢ dé trén ndc chan trong bép.” R6i
no6 cat cai bo dam vao lai cai 10 duwdi san go. “T¢ van dung cai nay dé
cap nhat dién bién trong X1t s& Phu huynh & duéi kia ddy. Khong toi
chit ha?”

“Xudt chung,” t6i néi. “Nhuwng lam sao gidi quyét viéc cua td day?”

“Jimbo, dong ndo chut di,” Charlie go go vao tran nd. “Thi minh gai
mot cai vao phong giam hiéu.”
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“Nhu thé c6 hoi mao hiém khong?” t6i bon chon hoi. Moi thit da da
toi té 1am roi. Gio néu cac thay co6 bat qua tang toi nghe 1én ho néi
chuyén riéng thi trong chdp nhoang t6i sé bi ap gidi ra khoi cong
treong va da bay len tan huyén Fenham.

“Lé di nhién la mao hiém r6i,” Charlie nhin vai dap. “Khéng mao
hiém thi con gi la vui.”

Khi t6i méi leo xuéng duwgc nira cai thang day thi dén bat sang. Tim
toi nhoi 1én bado diém chang lanh va khi ngudc 1én, toi thdy me thang
ban da Iu lu & ctra s6 cau thang.

Tay c6 dy dang lam lam cai kéo chuyén dung dé tia hoa hong.
“Chao budi t6i nhé Jim.” Co6 cui nhin t6i va mim cwoi. “Thoi tiét toi
nay dé chiu qua nhi.”

“A trm, da vang,” t6i li nhi. “Dé chju 1dm a.”

“U, nhat 1a khi khéng dugc mdi ma lai dam tréo vao nha ngudi
khac,” c0 tac lw6i. “Nay Jim, nhd dau co twong chau la phuong an
trom thi sao? Néu cd nghi chéu la ké trém thi c6 troi mdi biét chuyén
gl sé xay ra.”

T6i bén rdo cang tréo that nhanh xuéng dwdi, nhung nhanh dén may
cling khong kip. Va day chinh la minh hoa cho hinh twgng c6 sting
phun Itta. T6i da c6 lan tirng chitng kién co lia cd mot tam thdét xat
banh mi tir dau nay qua dau kia nha bép lic dang cai nhau. Pon gian
la c6 khoéng tuan theo nhitng phép tac thong thwdng cia mot ngudi
treong thanh.

T6i con cach mat dat nhitng vai mét thi c6 da dwa tay cat phang mot
sgi day thirng. T6i chdi v6i hut chan va 1ap tic treo lung lang chii dau
xuong dat. Roi co cat not sgi day kia, thé la téi chii dau xudng tham
s6i, mOt bén tay 4o so mi rach toac con khuyu tay thi troc mit mang
da.
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Trong ltic t6i cam c6 chay vé phia cong thi nghe thiy c6 dy rong lén
dang sau, “Thang Charlie...! May cé xuong day ngay khong thi bao!”
Va t6i chi mong la c6 ay khong cé cai thét xat banh mi nao trong tay.
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3
May b6 dam

Charlie da 1én ké hoach ti mi nhw mét tén trom nha bang thure thu.

No sé tranh thu gio gidi lao 1én vao phong giam hiéu va gan cai may
bd dam xudng dwdi mot chiéc ghé. Budi hop gido vién hang tuan sé
dién ra ngay sau gi@ tan treong. Va khi san treong da vang vé, chiing
t0i sé 1én vao nap trong phong thé chat, bat song tir cai bo dam thit hai.

Néu cac thay c6 khong noi gi nghia la toi trang an, va hai dita toi sé
di d6 nuwdc x6t mayonnaise vao mii bao hiém xe may ctia Becky. Con
trong treong hgp ho nhac t6i viéc tong co toi dén Fenham thi da dén
lic t6i chong dén lén cay bai tap vé nha ba tiéng moi t6i va di mua qua
biéu tat tan tat cac thay cac co khong sét vi nao.

Tat nhién ké hoach nay van con c6 nhiéu ké hé. Nh& dau cac thay
co6 ban ban nhiéu chuyén quan trong hon chuyén ctia t6i. Nh& dau ho
da ban ti tuan trwdc roi. That long ma noi, t6i nghi Charlie hao hitc
dot nhap vao phong giam hiéu hon la quan tdm xoa diu noi lo cna t6i.

Nhung té nhat la kha nang bi 6ng bao vé phat hién. Nam ngoai, lic
ong McLennan bat quéd tang hai dita sinh d6i nha Patterson trong
phong thé chat, 6ng dy c ditng dung lam bo nhuw chang nhin thay ai
sat va nhot béng hai dita né trong dé suét mot dém. Ong suyt bi sa thai
nhuwng cudi cing c6 hiéu trwdng lai phan rang giao viéc trong coi
truong hoc cho mét 6ng dién nguy hiém sé lam bon hoc sinh phét sg
ma gidm bét tan suat pha hoai cia cong.

Mat khac, néu khong lam vay toi cling dau con cach gi khac nita?
Ty t6i chang thé nghi ra bat ct ké hoach thién tai nao ca, va it nhat
day ciling la mot viéc tich cyc. Lam viéc tich cuc, nhe me thuong day,
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thi Iic nao cling tét. T6t hon nhiéu so vGi ng6i rau 11 ca ngay. Nhw mot
thanh viéen nao do trong gia dinh toi.

Bén canh dé, lai con c6 hai ngwdi muodn x dep t6i nita chir. Mot ba
ndi trg mua kéo tia cdy va mot ga lai mé t6 c6 mon kung fu chét
nguwoi. Mot nguoi 1ay nha Charlie 1am sao huyét con nguoi kia thuong
Xuyén t4 tdc tai can hé nha t6i. Thé nén xét toan dién thi phong thé
chat c6 vé lai la noi an toan hon ca.

Sang hom sau, to6i hen Charlie & céng truong ngay trudc gio tap
trung. Ban tay phdi cia n6 quan mot dai bang trang toat to dung, lai
con c6 may vét mau mo ri thdm qua d6. Mot canh twgng kinh hoang
chot bay vut qua dau toi.

“Chua 0i!” toi thot 1én. “Me cau cat mat ngén tay cau roi.”

“Ha?”

“Bang cai kéo tia cay.”

“Khong, khong, khong,” Charlie lac dau cudi ngat nghéo. “Me t6
chap cheng that nhung chwa dién t6i mirc dé. La t& cb tron ra ngoai
ddy chi, nhdy qua bau ctra s6 va nhao nhao tréo xudng cai thang day.
T& nghi khi nao me ha héa thi sé quay vé.”

“Nhung me cau da cat doi cai thang réi con gi.”

“Thi lac day mdi phat hién ra.” N6 gio hai ban tay day thuwong tich
1én. “Thé 1a ha canh xudng dong chau cay canh cii.”

“Ghé qua.”

“Thé con may day,” né néi. “Ngay sat canh day la mot cai hop dung
toan do lam vuwon co.”

Pau gio sang hom do6 la tiét Vat ly caa thay Kosinsky. Thay
Kosinsky ci¢ dinh ninh minh pha tro hai hwéc lam. L ching t6i lai
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thdy thay hét nhw mot con bo que mang toan nhitng doi bit tat di hom.
Bit tat lic nao ciling 10 ra vi quan thay ngan ngun. Sang nay thay van
mot doi, chi chit cac hinh 6ng gia tuyét nho xiu.

“That 1a qua da. Nhitng bo 6c 16p Bon vi dai,” thay vira néi vira
thoan thoat cdi cai do khoac ra choang 1én luwng ghé. “Nao, lan trudc ta
hoc dén dau r6i nhi? Co6 phai vai tro cta cac hat vat chat va hat truyén
twong tac trong ly thuyét truong lwgng ti?”

“Luc hap dan, thva thay,” Mehmet 1én tiéng. “Ta dang hoc vé lyc
hap dan a.”

“A ddng roi, tdi nhé nham,” thdy Kosinsky khoan khodi tha tam
than 1éu nghéu xuéng ghé. “Bay gid ai tém tat cho téi ndi dung budi
hoc hom thit Hai nao?”

Dennis béen giéng thang tay 1én va bat dau thao thao ké cho ca 16p
vé Isaac Newton va van toc thoat ly va giai thich tai sao di vé sinh
trong tau vii tru lai khé khan dén thé.

T6i nhin vao mat thady Kosinsky. Liéu thay cé nghi t6i la mot diva
dau 6c ngu si t& chi phat trién khong nhi? Cé that la thay khong thé
chiu dwoc viéc day do t6i nita khong? Thay c6 phai loai ngudi chuyén
du6i hoc con nha nguoi ta khong?

To6i liéc nhin Megan Shotts. Nhu thwong 1€, con bé ngdi & hang
cudi, tay cam con dao nhip déo déo may mau go tir cai ban hoc ra.
Megan chuyén nén nhtr t* may thang nhé hon trong san choi. N6 con
dap v0 hai cai gwong chiéu hau trén xe 0 td6 ctia cO Benton. Mua hé
vira r6i, n6 tha chau chau bay hét khoi phong thi nghiém sinh hoc, mot
con bay ca vao hop dung bita trra cta toi. To6i cling biét thinh thodng
minh hay pha binh. Nhung toi chi dang xach dép cho con nho Megan
thoi.

T6i ddo mat qua bén kia. Barry Griffin. Nam ngoai, thang nhoc nay
gio tay xin tra 10i vai cau héi, nhung déu sai tée loe, tir dé trd di n6 im
thin thit nhw con gau ngua dong. Tiét hoc nao né cling nhin vao khoang
khong xa xam, bat dong vo hon, y hét nguwoi dang deo tai nghe nhac.
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Duy c6 diéu n6 chang c6 cai tai nghe nao ca, thay vao do la doi chan
ngan liin chiin va hai tay dai loang ngoang. Nhin n6 t6i lai ¢t ngd nhin
thdy ngudi tién sit. Pitng canh Barry t6i trong ngon lanh nhv mot phi
hanh gia vii tru NASA.

Vay lam sao lai la t6i chit khong phdi 1a hai dita kia bi tong sang cai
trrong thiéu nang d6? Becky chac han da bip toi roi.

“Trai dat goi Jim, nghe 0 trd 16i.”

T6i nguwdc nhin thay Kosinsky lic nay dang ditng ngay canh ban
tOi.

“Da?” t0i hoi.

“Thuy triéu, Jim a. Vi ddu ma co6 thuay triéu?”

“0...” t6i lang ba ling buing.

Thay Kosinsky cti xuéng nhin vao 16 tai t6i. “That ky khéi. To6i
nhin théng thong dwoc ca sang bén kia.”

Ca 16p cwdi ran ran.

“Vi dau ma co6 thuy triéu ha cau Jim?” 6ng thay lap lai cau héi. “Cé
phai chang la do lyc hap dan tir mat troi?”

“Da chac la dung a,” t6i rut ré dap.

“Hay la do mot con ca khéng 16 ¢6 tén Brian?”

“Da chac khong dau a,” t6i tra 101i.

“Nay cau Jim,” ong thay thd dai trong khi quay lai buc giang, “doi
lic t6i ty hoéi khong biét cu ton cong di hoc lam gi.”

Tim t0i that lai. Tho6i c6 khi Becky néi ding mat roi.

Sau gio an trua, toi lang vang ngoai ctra phong giam hiéu, theo doi
Charlie hanh sy. Vi cai bo dam cat ngay ngan trong tti do khodac, né
dwa tay go cira van phong. Ctra m@ va thay Kidd 16 ra vGi cai miéng
nhom nhoam banh cudn xtc xich, tay cam quyén tap chi Xe gi?.
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Thay Kidd day mon my thuat. Thay chang hgp vGi cong viéc gido
vién chut nao. Nhin thay c¢ nhu thé vai nam truéce thay di lac vao mot
ngoi treong va khong cach nao tim dwgce 16i ra. Ca vat x0c xéch, tay
do lic nao cling xan lén nhan nhim va gwong mat luon phang phat nét
gi u am. T6i nghi chac thay chi wéc ao duwgc vé nha xem kénh Thé
thao Trén khong va nham nhi mot lon bia Bitc. Nhwng phai noéi 1a thay
V€ ngya rat gioi. Ma nhitng con ngua thi cuc ky kho vé.

“Thwa thay,” Charlie 1én tiéng. “Cho em vao néi chuyén véi thay
vai phut dugc khong a?”

“Em ding...” Thay Kidd nuét wc dong banh cudn xtc xich trong
miéng. “Em cit ditng ngoai do noi dugc khong?”

“Da la chuyén riéng tu thay a,” Charlie dap.

“Thé a, thoi dugc, thoi duge,” thay Kidd dong y, tay vay quyeén tap
chi dwa Charlie vao phong.

Vai phut sau Charlie trd ra hanh lang, nhin t0i cwoi nhan nhd.

“Xong xudi roi chi?” t6i hoi.

N6 quang tay vo vai toi khi hai dita rao budc di. “Co nhitng ltic t6
thady minh tai ba quéa x4, dén ban than con phai ngac nhién!”

“Thé chuyén gi riéng tw day?”

Nhung dung luc nay thi chudng reo.

“Lat t& ké cho,” Charlie néi, va chung t6i quay lai 16p hoc.

Chiéu hom do, chiing t6i duwgc c6 Pearce gidng vé Cach mang Cong
nghiép. May dét da sgi. Pong co hoi nudc cuia Watt. Tré con bi bat
chui xuéng lao dong dwsi ham mo. Néi la ching t6i nghe giang,
nhung thue ra la ca 16p, triv toi. T6i ngoi cudi 16p, trong dau chi 16n
vén chuyén bi quang dén Fenham, bi Mdt R6 hanh hinh va nhéan ra
rang so vGi hai chuyén nay thi viéc chui xuéng ham mo con t6t chan.
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Sau gig tan trwong, ching toi la ca chitng mwoi phit roi 1én vao
phong thé chat. Charlie 16i tir trong cdp ra cai bo dam thit hai va bat n6
len, lic nay chung t6i da chinh thitc tré thanh diép vién do tham cac
thay co.

Trong vai phit dau, day ding la viéc hay ho nhat toi tirng lam.
Nhung chi khoang muoi lam phut sau thi né nhanh choéng tré thanh
cong viéc té nhat nhat doi. Ho ndi vé s6 tién 400 bang duy dinh dung
mua sach mdi cho thu vién. Ho noéi vé bu6i tap phong chay chira chay.
Ho néi vé nhitng nha thau chuan bi duwgc thué dé lai nhya dwong cho
san choi. Ho noi vé chi thu ky dang nghi dwdng thai. Ho néi vé nha vé
sinh cho giam hiéu bi hong b phan xa nuéc.

To6i bat dau hiéu tai sao thay Kosinsky lai hay di bit tit di hgm. Co
1é viéc chon xem hém nay mang d6i tat nao la phan ly ky nhat trong
mot ngay cua thay.

“Tién day noi luon,” giong thay Kidd rén ret trong bd dam, “gid an
trra hom nay Charlie Brooks dén gap t6i. Chac cac anh chi cling thay
tay tro do bi bang bo roi.”

Ca phong xon xao ban tan.

“Kia, ho dang néi vé cau day,” toi suyt Charlie.

“Ssssuyt!” no suyt lai toi.

“Hoa ra,” thay Kidd tiép tuc, “trd d6 bi con ché hang xém can. Cé
vé la giong hung ton day. Toi nghiép cau bé suyt bi mit may ngon tay.
B6 me phai dwa v6i tro dé vao bénh vién.”

“Cau bi gi co?” toi lap bap quay sang Charlie.

Nhin n6é méi ty dac lam sao.

“Thé nén mdy ngay nay cac anh chi nwong tay cho tro dé6 mot chut,”
thay Kidd noi.

“Nghe giong tro dé c6 vé van con bi soc nang lam.”
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Nhitng tiéng tan thanh lam bam vang ra tiv chiéc bo dam nhé mau
den.

Toi li€c qua Charlie. “Chiéu nay ‘trinh cao’ that.”

Charlie chi mim cuwdi va néi, “Day, con cau nita, c6 vé nhu ciling
dugc an toan roi.”

“Chac khong dau,” toi dap.

“Viéc gi quan trong hon?” Charlie hoéi. “Viéc duoi hoc cau hay viéc
nha vé sinh xa nwéc yéu? Néu cau bi dudi hoc kiéu gi ho cha phai ban
dén.”

“Cau ndi cling dang,” t6i dong tinh.

“Thé nao,” Charlie n6i, “khi nao ta di d6 mayonnaise vao mii bao
hiém cua Becky day?”

“Gio nghi ky t& thay do chwa chac da 1a tro hay.” Toi ding day. “T6
khong mu6n choc cho Mit Ro6 dién thém nita.”

Trong phong giam hiéu céac thay c6 dang day ghé Iui ra, cit do vao
cap va di vé nha.

“Cho ho thém nam phut nita dé giai tan,” Charlie vira néi vira duoi
cang chan, miéng ngap dai. “Thé la mat tran sach bong va bon minh
c6 thé duong ai ndy di.”

Chinh vao cai gidy phut d6 da dién ra mot sy kién hét sitc ky la. Toi
nhdt cai b6 dam 1én chuan bj tat n6 di thi mot giong phu nit vang 1én,
“Bretnick.”

T6i lac lac cai may, nghi bung chac mét sgi day bén trong bi long
ra.

“Toller bandol venting,” mot giong nam gidi dap tra.

“Charlie,” t6i thi tham. “Nghe xem nay.”

No buéc t6i va cui xudng, vira kip nghe nguwdi phu nit néi, “Loy.
Loy garting dandle. Nets?”

Miéng ching t6i ha hoc, mat md& to tritng trirng.

“Zorner.”
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“Zoner ment. Cruss mo plug.”

“Bo. Bo. Tractor bonting dross.”

“Cau c6 nghe thay nhitng gi t& vira nghe khong?” Charlie hoi.

“Co6 chit. Nhung ai dang néi day nhi?”

Charlie cham chu nghe. “La c6 Pearce.”

“Wendo bill. Slap freedo gandy hump,” c6 Pearce noi.

“Chua oi, cau nghe ding day. Con nguwoi kia la ai?” T6i van loa to
len va tap trung cao do.

“Zecky?” Giong nguoi dan 6ng cat lén. “Spleeno ken modernmill.”

“La thay Kidd,” t6i noi.

“T'¢ nghi dau t¢ sap nd tung mat,” Charlie noi.

“DPoi ti...” tdi gat Ién gat xudng tirng cong tac mot trén cai may bo
dam. T6i thao pin ra roi lai tra vao. Van la nhitng tiéng dé vang lén.
Thay MYV thuat va co Lich st ctia ching t6i dang ditng giita phong
giam hiéu khong nguwoi ma lai nhai “Tractor bonting dross,” va “Slap
freedo gandy hump” véi nhau mot cach ty nhién khéng thé tuwdng
duoc.

“Gasty pencil,” co Pearce noi.

“Spudvetch!” thay Kidd thét 1én.

“Spudvetch!” c6 Pearce lap lai.

Co tiéng hai cai gh€ bi day ra sau, bon chiéc giay lach cach trén san
nha, ctta mé ra lai dong vao, roi im lang.

Charlie va toi quay qua nhin nhau, nhuéng long may cung mot lic.
Chung t6i khong néi duge cau nao. Ma ciling khong can néi. Chuing toi
dang suy nghi vé cting mot thi.

Thoi quén béng Fenham di. Mot chuyén phiéu Iwu dang cho phia
trudc. Mot chuyén phiéu lwu trén chiéc tau tram tdn chay bang nang
lvgng nguyén t, c6 ghé dya nam va ta chita d6 an vat. Va con tau
dang tién vao tram khéi hanh ngay ldc nay day.
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4
Lam theo cach don gian thoi

Khi vé dén nha t6i c6 ca dong thoi gian suy ngam vé nhitng gi toi va
Charlie da nghe dwgc, don gian vi toi da bi nhot trong nha tam sudt
mot tiéng rwdi dong ho.

Cha la Iac bwdc vao nha, tdi ném cdp sach vao phong ngu va tién vé
nha bép kiém mot tach s6 c6 la néng. That xui xéo, ngoi lu lu trong
bép la ba chi t6i va Mat Ro.

“Chao!” t6i liu riu.

Trong dau toi lic nay dang nhét day nhitng mau hoi thoai cta thay
Kidd va co Pearce va “Tractor bonting dross” dén mitc t6i quén phat
st vu banh kep biét bay va 1oi doa xt dep, chi dén khi Mat R6 bat
nhao veé phia toi, hét 6m téi “Lai day ngay, thang mii tho 10 kia!” - thi
tat ca nhitng thit dé chot doi vé ao at.

To6i ré 1én va nhdy vot khoi tam vdi caa ga, chay nuwdc rit ra sanh
phong khach, w6t thang vao phong tam va quay ngoat lai. T6i chi kip
nhin thdy loang loang nhitng lon téc mai va nhitng ci dam bay lwgn
kinh hon treedc khi dong sam canh civa va khda trai né lai.

“Chui ra la xong doi ludn biét chwa!” ga gao r, tay na lién hoi vao
16p g6 dan mong dinh.

T6i dau cé ngu. T6i nhat chai nwdce tay 1én, mé nap quay miéng chai
vé canh cira va san sang cho dgi. Tam ban Ié ctra bi nén cang ra nhung
van khong chiu nhirgng bo.

Lat sau t6i nghe tiéng bo tir trong phong ngu 1ét ra cau nhau, “Lai gi
nita day?”
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Madt R0 tra 10i rang ga chuan bi x@ t t6i. Becky vo6i thanh minh
rang ga no6i vay thdi chit khong c6 y do. Thé la ga dinh chinh rang ga
dinh lam vay that chit khong dua.

T6i dgi bo da dit Mat Ro6 ra khéi nha hodc tang cho ga mot cu troi
giang vao gitta dau. Nhung ong lai chi am ¢ n6i, “T6i ra ngoai tiém.
Luc t6i vé ma cau con chua bién di thi ct liéu cai than hon.”

Va toi bat dau hiéu 10i tdm sy ctia bé khi 6ng tho 16 minh da khong
con la mot ngwoi dan ong thyc thu nita.

Khi canh ctta can ho da dong sap sau lung, Mdt Ro cwoi hé ho,
dong thém may cai vao ctta buong tam roi bat dau thay chan va quay
vao bép. Tay nam khw khu lo nuwdc tdy, to6i ngoi bét xudng tam tham
bong mau xanh da troi va nghi nggi mong lung.

Va toi suy nghi thé nay... Ho khong hé n6i 1am nham. Ho dau phai
typ nguwdi hay néi 1dm nham. Khong hé. Co Pearce da tdm muoi lam
16i, hodc la cling gan gan tudi do, con thay Kidd thi khong bao gid biét
pha tro. Khong dau, cudc tro chuyén cia ho nghe hét nhuw mot doan
héi thoai nghiém chinh. Chi c6 diéu ban khéng hiéu n6i mot chit nao
ma thoi.

Tttc 1a ho néi chuyén bang mot thit ngoai nglt nao do. Cé 1é truwée
day ho tirng song & Burkina Faso hodc quan dao Philippines. Ciing c6
thé ho da tirng du lich dén miii bang Greenland hodc Viét Nam. Ma
biét dau ho con rd nhau theo hoc khoéa day tiéng Mong Co vao budi t6i
cling nén.

KEé ca thé thi tai sao chuing t6i chira hé thay ho n6i chuyén véi nhau
bao gio ca? Su6t may nam hoc & trwong, t6i khong thé nhé noi cé lan
nhin thay hai nguwdi ho trao doi véi nhau du chi mot tiéng.

Va néu nhu ho biét ngoai ngit, khong ly nao ho lai khong cho ching
toi biét? Ho la gido vién, ma gido vién thi thich khoe khoang. M&i
tuan trude thoéi, thay Kidd con nhai di nhai lai diép khtc thoi tré thay
tirng dau quan cho doi bong criké Somerset U19. Con co Pearce thi
khong mé gi bang viéc dugc ngoi dém dwong cam trong gio tap trung
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va chém vao ban hgp xwdéng may doan bién tdu vung vé lac long. Néu
qua that ho biét néi tiéng Mong Co, ban c6 thé doc can tdi ra ma ca
cugc rang ho sé khoe vdi chiing t6i ngay.

Dang nay ho lai dgi cho moi ngwoi di hét khéi phong roi méi néi.
Ho han phdi c6 bi mat gi day. Bi mat trong dai. Tham trong dai la
khac. Mot bi mat ho khong mudn cho ching t6i biét. Mot bi mat ho
khong muon bat ky gido vién nao khac biét.

Va bon t6i dang chuan bi vén bitrc man bi mat do 1én.

T6i cho dgi sudt mot tiéng rudi dong ho va cudi cung me ciling di
lam vé. T6i bén ditng day ap sat tai vao canh ctra.

“Jimbo dau r6i?” ba hoi Becky.

Thém lan nita, t6i nghe thay Mat Ro6 tuyén bo ga chuan bi xu ti toi.
Mot phan ti gidy sau, toi thdy vang 1én mot tiéng “cop” inh tai. Sau
nay t6i madi biét dé la tiéng cai cap tai liéu c6 khoa ma dugc twong
thang vao thai dwong Mit RO.

Ga ru 1én dau dén. “Co lam cai gi day?”

“Xéo!” Me sang sang quat to dén noi t6i cling phai nhay thot 1én.
“May nhac ngay cai mong ban thiu ra khoi nha nay, khéng tao goi
canh sat day.”

“Lam gi ghé thé mg ca,” Mat Ro lam bam.

“Binh tinh lai di, me,” Becky than van.

“Con bé nay nita, cam ngay,” me dop lai.

Kéo theo tiéng Gng nang trich la tiéng ctra déng cai ram. R6i me khé
khang go ctta buong tam.

“Jimbo, con ra dugc réi. Thang dau duong x6 chg da cudn goi roi.”

T6i budc ra va bat tay me. “Qua la dang cap c6 khac.”

ft nhat thi gia dinh t6i van con c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng thue thu.
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Sau con cuong chan do, bubi toi tré nén ém dém la thwong. B6 t6i
lwgn lau qua thé trong tiém mua do, vi s¢ quay vé van thdy Mat Ro
chinh inh ra dé, dén mic 6ng sam du hét cho ca ba tuan lién tiép. Nao
gidy vé sinh, gié lau nha, dau goi sita tam, bot co riva va dé dung cac
loai.

Thé nén me rat hai l1ong. Va b6 cling hai long vi me hai long. Con
toi hai long vi b6 va me hai long véi nhau. Thém nita la Becky lai rat
khong hai long, lam t6i cang vui 1én bao nhiéu. Ma gi thi gi, chi dy chi
ngoi i trong phong va suwng sia, nén chiing t6i da c6 mot budi tdi that
khoan khoai.

Tam rita xong xudi, t6i quyét dinh 1én giwdng vach ra ké hoach diéu
tra ngay mai. Tay cam tach so c6 la néng, t6i tién vé phia bg, lic nay
ong dang ngoi truedce ti vi xem chwong trinh Canh sat Hinh su!

“Spudvetch!” T6i thét 1én, lam b6 quay sang.

Trong vai giady lién, 6ng nhin t6i khé hiéu. R6i 6ng nhe rang cuoi
lai, “Spudvetch!” va gio ngon cai ra hiéu OK.

To6i cling nhoén cwdi va quay xuong duwdi nha.

Ca Charlie va t6i déu hoan toan nhat tri. Chiing t6i khong thé héi ho
huych toet ra dwgc. Phai té nhi hon. Ho dang nam git*t mot bi mat va sé
khong dé gi dé 16 ra cho bat ky ai biét.

Tuy nhién, con c6 cd dong thit ching t6i c6 thé do la. Va vi vira
thua tro bat tham, t6i sé phai di héi trudce.

Muc tiéu cua toi la thay Kidd. Ching t6i theo doi thay su6t gid an
trra, bam theo thay vao thw vién trwong va phat hién thay dang lwét
trang web c6 dong doi bong Asernal trén mot trong may cai may tinh
dé ban.
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To6i v6 tir trén ké quyén sach gidi thiéu dat nwdc Tay Ban Nha, mé
sach ra, chdi dau vao va gia b6 dam sam vao thay. “Da em xin 16i
thay,” toi budc lui lai.

“Khong sao,” ong thay vira dap vira xoay cai man hinh mdt géc
chin mwoi do, nhanh nhuw cat.

“Thwa thay...?” T6i hoi, c6 tinh danh lac hwéng cho thay khéi nhin
vao man hinh.

“Co chuyeén gi, John?”

“Da em la Jim, thwa thay.” T6i hit that sdu. “Em dang tinh chuyén
hoc tiéng Tay Ban Nha a.”

“That ha?” Thay nhin t6i mot cach ky cuc, nhw thé khap mat t6i
dinh thitc an hodc c6 mot tén quy lun dang treo ling lang.

“Nha em dinh di du lich & do, thva thay. Thay cé biét néi tiéng Tay
Ban Nha khong a?”

“Khong,” 6ng thay than trong trd 16i. “Sao em lai héi t6i?”

“Em chi ban khoan khong hiéu hoc thém mdt ngoai ngit thi mat bao
lau. Y em 1a chi can cin ban thdi. Néu em c6 ging hét sttc.” Tdi lai hit
sau lan nita. “Thay c6 biét ngoai ngit nao khéng a?”

“To6i khong gidi ngoai nglt 1am,” thay thé dai. “T6i chi quen véi
viéc vé voi thoi. Cac hinh anh c chui vao dau t6i nhw in. Con ngon
ngtt thi... Cha, vao tai nay lai ra tai kia thoi. Nam ngoai t6i thw tGi
vung Brittany hoc it tiéng Phap, nhung tdi néi nhu thang ngong ay. Ma
ké ca néu c6 noéi ngong t6i van thich ndi tiéng me dé hon.”

Muc tiéu cta Charlie 1a c6 Pearce.

Ba ngay sau, n6 chép dugc co hoi dau tién vao tiét hoc thdo luan
chu dé cac nha thdm hiém. Nao chuyén si quan Scott bi thua trong
cudc dua tim duwong tdi Bac Cuc va bo xac trén duong di, chuyén ngai
Livingstone khai pha 1én thugng nguon song Zambezi, hay chuyén
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thuyén trwéng Cook giong budm t6i chau Uc va phai dn banh quy c6
mot.

“Thwa c6 Pearce, co da tirng di thaAm hiém noi nao chwa a?”

La giong cta Charlie. T6i ngodi lai nhin ti* ghé ngo6i ctia minh. Mot
ban tay bé xiu quan gac trang huo huo trong khong khi.

“Puwong nhién la chwa,” cd Pearce lac dau mim cuoi.

Co dy ndi that. Bung 1a mot cau hoi ngé ngan. Véi bo dam len xu
va cai tii deo tay ctia c6, toi khong thé twdng twgng rang c6 Pearce c6
thé thdm hiém duwgc noi nao nguy hiém hon ngan hang déng lanh
trong siéu thi Sainsbury.

“Y em 13, cd da ting t&i noi nao thi vi chwa?” Charlie khong chiu
dau hang. “Vi nhw chau Phi hodc An Po ching han?”

Nghe c6 vé khong khéo lam. Trudc gio Charlie cé bao gid quan tam
dén mon lich st dau co chit. Nhung c6 Pearce lai thdy hoan hi khi
dugc haéi.

“CO0 e la chwa,” c6 vira néi vira gd kinh ra va lay khan tay lau lau.
“Thyc ra ¢6 chwa ra nwéc ngoai bao gid ca. Hau hét cac ky nghi he c6
déu t6i Scotland choi, nhung c¢6 khong nghi nhitng chuyén di d6 co
thé dugc goi la tham hiém.”

To6i doi Charlie & cong treong, 1ong tu hdi khong biét ching t6i nén
lam cdi gi tiép day. Néu ho dang canh gitt mot bi mat thi ho da che day
moi gidu vét cuc ky k¥ cang. Ky t6i mirc lam cho t6i ban khoan liéu
doan hdi thoai ching t6i nghe 1én duwgc cé phai chi la mot gidc mo
song dong khong.

“Jimbo,” Charlie hon hén chay tGi cho t6i. “Xin 16i t& dén mudn.
Phai g& cai bo dam ra khoi phong giam hieu.”

“Thé 1an nay cau phia ra chuyén gi day?”
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“T¢ xin ba hiéu tredng cho mién hoc thé duc trong mot thang. Cau
biét r6i ddy” - n6 gio cai tay bang bo 1én - “ndéi vdi ba ay la bac si chi
dinh thé.”

“Thé néu budi t6i hop phu huynh t6i ba ay néi chuyén véi me ciu
thi sao?”

Charlie lac dau. “Me t6 ma da mé miéng thi ba ay sé khong thé xen
10i nao vao duogc dau.”

“Thé thi,” t6i quay lai cht dé quan trong, “gio ta lam gi day?”

“Lé ra ta phai ghi am lai nhitng gi ho néi v6i nhau,” Charlie dap.
“Néu ta c6 thé tua lai doan hoi thoai thi may ra...” N6 ngling giira cau
va ngoanh dau nhin lai ng6i truong. “TE cé y nay.”

To6i quay lai va thay thay Kidd dang di ngang qua san choi tién vé
phia ching t6i, mot tay tung tay cap tai liéu, tay kia la chum chia khoa
0 t0.

“May chuyén hoi hop nay lam t& phat dién 1én duwgc,” Charlie néi.
“Gio ta lam theo cach don gian thoi.”

“Y cau la gi?” tdi hoi, trong 1ong thay hoi hoang hoang.

Charlie bén bwéc ra chan dwong thay Kidd. N6 doi dén khi thay
ding sitng lai trdc mat ndé mdi cat giong han hoan, “Spudvetch!”

Trong tich tac, thay Kidd citng do ngwoi. Roi cai cap trugt khoi tay
thay va roi oach xuong dat. Nhung thay nao c6 dé tam. Hai quai ham
thay bat dau m& 1én déng xuéng nhuwng rd rang la thay dang c6 van dé
khong thé thot ra n6i mot 161 nao.

To6i bat dau thady hoi choang vang.

“Nhung em khong phdi la...” thay Kidd n6i. R6i 6ng im bat.

Cac ngon tay ong thay quap lai va lung thay cong citng 1én nhw mot
con méo hung ton. Va réi déi mat thay tré nén quai dan. Néu khong
phai c6 cé Charlie chitng kién han t6i da nghi sao minh khéo twdng
twgng. Trong chép nhoang, mot tia huynh quang xanh duong 16e 1én
sau dong tir doi mat thay, hét nhw cta con robot dyng tién tiét kiém
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cta Charlie. Van dé la thay Kidd c6 phai con robot dung tién kiét kiém
dau. Thay la gido vién my thudt cta ching t6i co ma.

Ngay khi t6i chuan bi quay lwng phéong chay thi moi thit bong tré lai
binh thwong, cling dot ng6t nhw khi bat dau. Do6i mat thay trd vé trang
thai cli. Cham rai va than trong, thay dwa ban tay phai nam chat co tay
trai, nhu thé dé tw xoa diu con gian. Thay hit sdu va hoi, “Hai em vé
nha day ha?”

T6i c6 ran mot tiéng “Vang,” nhung nghe ¢ nhw tiéng ai rit 1én vi
bi bop co.

Charlie bo toai dwdi dat, nhat nhanh gidy to dut vao cap cho thay.
N6 ding day va tra lai thay cai cap.

“Cam on em.” Thay Kidd né nu cwoi. “Gdp cac em ngay mai nhé.
Chtc hai em buoi toi t6t lanh.”

Chung t6i ditng d6 nhin thay di bo vao bai do xe. Thay nhan nat
chia khéa dién t&* va mdy cai dén tin hiéu trén con xe Fiat thé thao
nhap nhay dap trd cung mot tiéng kéu bip bip.

“Khiép qua,” Charlie thot 1én.

Mot dai chi chit nhitng dom trang n6 dom dém khap tam nhin cta
toi. Troi dat quay cuong, hai dau gbi nhiin 1ap cap khién t6i phdi ding
dwa vao twong dé khoi nga lan dung ra.
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5
Dot nhap

Gitta dém khuya, t6i bi tinh gidc vi c nghi thay Kidd dang ditng &
dau giwong, tay cam con dao cat banh mi, ngodc miéng nhan nhé cudoi
va noi, “Chuc bubi t6i tot lanh. Chic budi toi t6t lanh. Chic budi t6i
tot lanh,” v@i tia huynh quang xanh bién 1ap lay trong mat.

T6i luc ky ti quan do. Toi ra soat gam giwong. Toi kiém tra ban
cong, budng tdm va ding sau trang ky. Ay vay ma toi van khong tai
nao chgp mat lai dwgc. Thé nén t6i kiém mdt tii banh bich quy nhan
nho khé va xem Chién tranh gitta cac vi sao cho dén khi ai nay lan
lwot thite gidc. Roi t6i vé phong va guc tran vao may sudi trong nam
phuit.

Toi budc ra tuyén bo v6i moi ngudi rang toi bi dau hong cong thém
tiéu chdy, va ro rang dé t6i di hoc la mot y kién toi. Hién nhién toi
khong thé trén & nha mai dugc. Nhung vao lic nay toi thdy an toan
hon cé la c@ nam dap chan trén trang ky ma thuwdng thitc Bé ché phan
cong roi Sv trd lai cua Jedi

“Toi nghiép, toi nghiép may qua di,” Becky thd dai, 10 rang la da
doc vi dugc t6i r6i. “Tao nghi phai goi xe cttu thuwong ddy, may thay
sao? Dé chi may lay mday goi ngay nhé?”

“Me 0i?” t6i goi. “Con bi sot roi thi phai. Pay. Me s& tran con nay.”

Nhung me con dang mai chay nhoang nhoang quanh nha, vira to
son vira quo ldy may tap tai liéu thuyét trinh. “Con yéu, bdo bo so
cho,” ba soi vao mat kinh caa 1o nwéng chinh trang lai mai téc. “Me
muon roi day nay.”
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“Chi may goi cho bénh vién day nhé,” Becky nhac dién thoai l1én
tuyén bo.

“Cu xtt cho ding véi tudi ctia con di, c@ lam nhw méi 1én ba lén
nam khong bang,” me xen ngang, dwa tay giat 1dy ong nghe dap ngay
xuong réi lwdt mat hut ra khoi cira trong mot ddm may sac sua nwdc
hoa.

B6 t0i cling chang gitp dugc gi hon. “Di hoc la quan trong,” 6ng
ban do6 ngd, won minh trén trang ky xem chwong trinh ti vi budi sang.
“Moi ngay déu dang quy. Con can hoc thitc. Con can két qua bai kiém

»

tra.

“Nhung bo oi, so dau con di. Nhanh 1én.” Tran t6i dang ngudi dan.
Di dau vao may suwéi qua la kho chiu, va t6i khong hé muon lam viéc
do6 dén lan thit hai.

“Con can bang cdp,” ong ném cho to6i cai nhin nghiém nghi ctia mot
dang phu huynh. “Bang cdp sé gitp cho con khéng phdi ban do ngu
nam trén trang ky xem ti vi budi sang trong khi ai ndy déu di lam.”

“Nhung...”

“Jimbo” - 6ng trdo miéng banh mi nwéng vé phia t6i - “con van di
dugce. Con van néi dugce. Con chwa bi ho ra mau va xwong thi c6 gay
mat dot nao dau. Pi hoc ngay.”

Toi dinh bung ké cho 6ng nghe su that. Vé cai bo dam. Vé spleeno
ken modermill. Cap mat robot-bo-6ng. Nhung nghe dién bé xwr. Cai
toi can bay gio dau phdi la nhitng cudc gap mat hang tuan vGi bac si
tam ly @ truong.

T6i ben di thay quan 4o, r6i khoac cap xach va that théu 1ét ra thang
may.

bén truong roi, toi thay té ra ciling chang cé gi dang lo. Ching t6i
dau c6 bi nhoéi vao thung xe tdi. Ching t6i cling dau c6 bi nhitng sat
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tha bit mat den kep c6 trong nha vé sinh. Thay Kidd lich sy gat dau
chao ching td6i ngoai hanh lang con cd Pearce than nhién giang vé
Chién tranh Boer ma khéng mdy may chdp mat lay mot lan.

Dén budi trwa, toi tu thuyét phuc ban than la chuyén chang cé gi ca.
Chac han thay Kidd da deo mdt loai kinh ap trong ky cuc nao do.
Hodc gia chung t6i da nhin thdy dén mau xanh dwong ctia xe canh sat
phan chiéu trong mat thay. C6 thé thay va co Pearce déu la thanh vién
cta cau lac bo Quoc té ngit, hodc dang cung choi mat tro dua kho hiéu
nao do. La tro gi thi t6i khong can quan tam. T6i chi mudn quén phat
toan bd viéc nay dé khong phai song trong sg hai nita.

Puong nhién, Charlie con lau méi dé to6i quén. “Nao nao, Jimbo,”
né no6i. “Phi vu nay ly ky hét sdy. Cau néi tht xem da bao gio cé
chuyén gi hay ho thé nay xdy dén vdi bon minh chwa.”

Cau tra 10i 1a “chua tng”. Toi im ldng.

No6 quyét khong chun budc. “Céd thé c6 mot 10i gidi thich lang xet
cho chuyén nay. Ma ciing c6 thé khong. Biét dau thay Kidd va co
Pearce la ké cuép ngan hang néi chuyén bang mat ma. Biét dau ho
dang bu6n 1au ma tdy. Biét dau ho la gian diép.”

Miéng t6i 1am bam nhitng cau roi rac.

“Té sé theo doi ho,” Charlie néi. “T¢ muon biét ho lam gi sau gio
tan treong. T mudn biét ho di nhitng dau va tro chuyén véi nhitng ai.
Béi vi ho dang c6 am muwu gi day. TG biét chi. Va té sé kham pha
xem no la cai gi. Nao... cau c6 tham gia hay khong day?”

“Charlie,” t6i ndi, “td chi can ngt mot giac thoi.”

“Ct¢ ty nhién.”

To6i trd vé nha véi mot trong nhitng bita t6i kinh dién ctia b6. Mén
nay c6 tén la banh ngwdi chan ctru thi phai, mac du khi an n6 chang hé
giong cai banh nguwdi chan ctru nao toéi da titng ném qua ca. T6i nghi
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chac bo chi sap mot dong thit va khoai tdy vao cai dia nuwéng 16n, roi
tan cong no6 bang cai den han. Nhin céai banh ctt nhw vira dugc kéo ra
t* can nha chay do.

T6i ngoam mot miéng, roi dau hang. Becky ngoam mot miéng, roi
dau hang. Me mang ching t6i kén ca chon canh. R6i ba ngoam mot
miéng, 1ap tirc nén oe khong gidu giém, va thot 1én mot tir ma cac bac
phu huynh thyc sy khéng nén thot ra tredc mat con cai. Thé la ching
t6i moi ngwoi déu an hai phan 1é va banh tritng sita dé bu vao mén
chinh.

Sau bita t6i, Mat Ro6 xudt hién tredc cira nhing me tuyén bo rang ga
khong duge phép bwdc vao nha néu khong xin 16i t6i trwde. Xin 16i
nguwoi khac dau phai sé treong cua ga, vi vay ga cung Becky lwgn mat
tam trong mot con cuong nd khing khiép. R6i me vé phong ngu lam
viéc con bo va t6i ngoi xem phim Hiém hoa cua bong ma. Cam giac
ngoi canh bo that thich. C& nhw hoi tdi con nho ay. Xét mot cach toan
dién, t6i thdy minh c6 hai phu huynh ciling t6t ra phét. Tuy thinh
thodng bd c6 tinh dau doc t6i, nhung 6ng chwa vac kéo tia cay ra tan
cong toi bao gio ca.

T6i ngt guc ngay sau doan Darth Maul ¢6 am sat Qui-Gon Jinn.
Chac han bd da bé t6i 1én giwong vi sau do toi thdy minh tinh day sau
gidc nga dai tam tiéng kha ngon lanh va cam thdy dé chiu hon rat
nhiéu.

O trwong, Charlie c6 vé hoi xa cach tdi. Toi da xtic pham né khi
khong mudn dinh liu gi dén Giai doan Hai ctia ké hoach. Nhung t6i da
quyét roi. May ngay vita qua lam t6i thdy cang thang lam r6i. T6i
khong muon bi bat qua tang dang theo doi gido vién. Bung t6i bao da
phai kién nhan lén. Chang may choc Charlie sé chan ngdy cho ma
xem. Hodc la né sé bi tom c6 va 16i ra treéc mat ba hiéu trudng va
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“an” phat mot 16 ngay lao dong cong ich. Du treong hgp nao xay ra thi
két qua cling van giong nhau. Cudc song sé lai binh yén nhu cdi.

Chung t6i gap nhau & cong truong sau gio tan hoc, giong nhw moi
ngay, va toi moi né vé nha t6i choi.

NOo tir choi. “Con c6 viéc dé lam. Con c6 ngudi dé theo doi,” n6 vira
dap vira vo voO vao tdi ao day bi hiém va rao budc vé bén xe buyt.

Vay nén toi litng thitng mot minh di vé phia trung tam thanh phd,
ghé vao hiéu sach Waterstone va mua mot cuén 500 Cong thitc nau an
cho ngudi méi hoc. Téi con hao phéng chi tién géi qua can than tredc
khi vé nha.

B6 t6i khong biét nén té ra cdm dong rét nwdc mat hay té ra tu ai.
T6i bao rang cudn sach da ngoén ca dong tién tiéu vat cda toi, nén tot
nhat la 6ng nén nghién ngam né. T6i nao c6 mudn bd me ly di. Va néu
viéc nay dong nghia vdi viéc bo phai nwéng cho dwge mot cai banh
nguoi chan ctru ti té, thi dng budc phai hoc théi.

“Cling giong nhw lap mo6 hinh may bay thoi ma,” t6i dong vién. “Bo
ct theo chi dan ma lam.”

T6i da lam twdong vé Charlie. N6 van chwa biét chan la gi. Va cling
chwa hé bi bat. C moi lan t6i dung phai né la né néi, “Xin 16i nhé
Jimbo. Pang ban. Khong ranh.”

Con t6i thi bat dau thdy 1é loi. Va chan ngay. Lai bic minh nita.

Nhung r6i, sang Chu nhat, t6i dang ngobi trén bo twong cong vién
doi dién v6i khu chung cw nha t6i, c6 nhé xem trudc khi quen Charlie
toi hay lam nhitng tro gi, va ban khoan khong biét nén goi dién cho
dita ban khong-phai-than-nhat nao, thi dot nhién Charlie hién hinh bén
canh toi.

“Chua oi, lam t6 thot ca tim.”
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Ban tay khong bang b6 ctia né it ra tir tii 4o mot quyén s6 mau
cam, ngoai bia chinh inh viét mot chi¥ Spudvetch!.

“Cai gi ddy?”

“Mod ra di,” Charlie dap.

T6i m& no ra. La cudn nhat ky cta thay Kidd. C6 diéu khéng phai
thay viét, ma la Charlie.

Thir Sau

16:30 Siéu thi Sainsbury (xtc xich, ngli c6c an lién, dau goi, sita,
sup lg, ca rot va nwdc cam).

8:00 Xem ti vi tran Arsenal dau vdi Everton.

10:00 bi do rac.

“Huwom da,” toi cat 10i. “Lam sao cau biét thay ay xem chwong trinh
ti vi nao?”

“Thay dy quén kéo rém ctra,” Charlie néi.

“U, nhung ma...”

“Té nadp trong vion nha thay ay,” Charlie tra 10i. “Hang rao c6 mot
ké hé.”

“Cau dién r6i.”

Toi quay lai vGi quyén s6. C6 mot tdim ban do. Va nhitng bitc anh
nira.

Ntta sau quyén s6 danh tron cho c6 Pearce. Nhat ky. Ban do. Anh
chup. Tham chi con cé cd mot ban sao chup thé thw vién cta c6. Giong
hét cudn so6 dat trén ban canh giwdong nga ctia mot bénh nhan tam than.
Chi xép sau may hinh npm yém bua va mdy mén vii khi ty dong. Toi
bat dau ty héi cé phai Charlie da mat tri r6i khong.
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“Ho song nhu tu si y,” n6 noi. “Ho khong di quan bar. Khong tham
thd ban be. Ho chi di mua sam. Xén cé. Ritra 6 t0.” R6i n6 nhin to6i.
“Cau khong thay rat dang nghi hay sao?”

“Khong,” toi dap. “Charlie a, néu ho c6 mét cai 16 c6t dwdi ham nha
méi la dang nghi. Néu ho deo rau gia di khap noi méi la dang nghi.
Néu ho di t6i mot nha kho bo hoang, mang theo va li chita mét tram
nghin bang mdi la dang nghi.”

N6 bo ngoai tai moi 101 t6i noi. “TG sé phai dot nhap vao mot trong
hai ng6i nha. C6 kha nang la nha co Pearce. Dé tiép can hon. Toi thi
Nam. Cung lic vdi cudc hop ban giam hiéu. T¢ phai tham thinh cho ra
nhe.”

“Khong,” t6i thot 1én. “Khong, khong, khong, khong, khong. Cau
c6 biét néu bi bat sé thé nao khong? Canh sat. Ba hiéu trudng. Roi bo
me cau...”

bung la mé6t y twdng ngu ngoc, 16 dai, ngang vdi tw sat. Va that kho
giai thich tai sao t6i lai quyét dinh ho trg né. T6i doan la vi r6t cudc
thi Charlie cting l1a ban noi kho cta t6i. T6i thady nhé n6 qua. Va lai toi
chang c6 gi hay ho hon dé lam. Toan nhitng 1y do v& van va sé khong
khi nao dugc canh sat, ba hiéu tredng hay bé me khoan hong.

Gio nhin lai, t6i méi thdy do la gidy phut buwdc ngodt trong ca cudc
doi toi.

Toi tht Nam, ching t6i nhdy 1én xe buyt s 45, ding & dudng
Canning va chui vao cong vién sau vuon nha co Pearce. Lé ra chung
toi nén chui vao dé khi trgi da tdi han, nhwng c6 Pearce khong bao gio
ra khoi nha ltc troi bat dau nha nhem nén chiing t6i chang con sy lwa
chon nao khac.

Bogi khi ddm nhéc roi khoi may chiéc du, ching t6i mdi tdi gan
hang rao. Pén lic nay mot cau héi tdi quan trong hién ra trong dau toi.
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“Charlie?”

“Gi1?”

“Lam sao minh vao dugc?”

N6 mim cwoi va rut ra khoi tii do mot chiéc chia khoa.

“Cau an cap chia khéa nha c6 dy a?” Toi khong tin noi.

“Khong, Jimbo,” Charlie n6i. “T¢ muon né day. Tuan trudc. Lic ra
ngoai co ay dat né dudi chau hoa. T¢ bén mang vao trong thanh phd
danh mot chia so cua.”

T6i khong biét minh nén t6 ra né phuc hay sg¢ hai nita. Nhung gi thi
gi, toi phdi cong nhan rang, dot nhdp vao nha ngudi ta qua ctra trudc
c6 vé van tot hon la pha v cira s6 ma vao.

“Minh khong cé nhiéu thi gio dau,” Charlie néi. “bi thoi.”

Khi da & trong nha co6 Pearce, t6i bat dau 10 md& hiéu nhitng gi
Charlie n6i. Can nha nay khéng hé binh thwong. Trai lai né rat di hom.
Mot cach ma qudi. Nhw trong phim vay. Nhitng do st vé hoa van. Mot
khay dung tra. Tap chi Phat thanh Thoi dai. Mot chiéc dong ho qua lac
bang bac nhoé xiu dat trén ké 10 swdi. Mot chiéc xe cat kit ké ca r6 chd
do6 di cho dyng gan ctra ra vao. Moi thi nhin qua la rat rat dang nghi.

Ching t6i md& cac ngan kéo, ra soat ti quan ao va kiém tra duéi
trang ky. D€ kiém tim céi gi t6i cling khong biét nita. Nhung néu cw
theo ly tri ma hanh dong thi nhé ra ngay tit dau chung t6i da khong
nén lén vao nha nay roi.

C&* moi phut tréi qua tim t6i lai nhw bi bép nghet bdi mot ban tay
lanh céng, va khi dong ho diém nam gio chiéu, tay toi bau vao tay
Charlie chat t¢i mic dé lai ca vét méng tay r6 moén mot.

Trén gac cling gidng duwdi nha, chang tham thinh dwoc gi dang ké.
Chi c6 moi quyén huéng dan du lich dén Scotland. Nhuwng d6 lai cling
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la mau chitng c@ duy nhat chitng té sy hién dién cia mot con nguoi
bang xwong bang thit & noi day.

“Nao,” toi nobi. “Ta chuon thoi.”

“Con gac xép da kiém tra dau,” Charlie dap.

“Cau mat hét ca tri ro6i day a?” toi thi thao.

N6 mat tri that. Ma toi thi lai khong muon roi khoi ngoi nha nay
mot minh. Néu t6i c6 bi cd Pearce bat gap, chi it con cé ai do tong
pham vGi minh.

Charlie treéo 1én cau thang, day céai 6 vudng nap gac mau trang lén
va dich né qua mot beén.

“Charlie, minh xin cau day,” t6i néi. “Thoi di nao.”

Nhung Charlie nao c6 dém xia gi. N6 bam lay cai mép gac va du
nguoi chui tot vao bong t6i. Trong choc 1at n6 bién mat, roi lai 16 dau
ra. “Gio dén lwot cau. Tréo 1én thang di.”

Toi bén lat dat tréeo va né cii nguoi kéo t6i 1én. Khi t6i 1én dén gac
xép, Charlie rtt tdi sau ra mot chiéc dén pin. T6i lan mo theo vét sang
hinh bau duc dang quét trén nhitng thanh xa ram.

C6 mot hop dung do trang tri Giang sinh. Vai vién gach lat san ci.
MGt cai va li rong. Va mot con nhén to nhw con chu6t lang.

“Chang c6 gi ¢ day sat,” toi ndi. “Théi nao Charlie. Té¢ mudn vé
nha r6i.”

Nhuwng né con dang ban do dam t&i cho lap cai binh nwdc néng,
xung quanh vt ngdn ngang maot dong hop bia cac tong cii k§. R6i n6
mé tirng cai mot ra dé ra soat xem bén trong cé gi. Toi luén téi bén
canh, xan tay gitp n6 cho xong viéc cang nhanh cang t6t.

Va chinh t6i lai la diva kiém ra tang vat d6. Mot hop banh bich quy
lam bang kim loai bi nhéi vao tit trong cai khe phia dugi bé nuéc. To6i
kéo no ra, théi sach bui, gio Ién tredc anh dén pin cia Charlie va nay
nap lén. Bén trong la bay cai vong tay danh bang dong thau, mot ban
d6 Khéo sat Quan nhu ctia viing nao do tai Scotland va mot manh giay.
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Thuc ra khong phai 1a gidy. It nhét thi t6i cling chwa nhin thdy loai
gidy nay bao gio. Trong n6 giong la thiéc, c6 diéu min va mém hon.
Nhung khi mé ra, t6i thady né chac va dai nhw da thudc. Bén trén c6 in:

Trezzit/Pearce/4300785

Fardal, rifco ba neddrit tonz bis pan-pan a donk bassoo dit venter.
Pralio pralio doff nekterim gut vund Coruisk (NG 487196) bagnut
leelo ren ropper donk gastro ung dit.

Monta,

Bantid Vantresillion

“Ta tring s6 doc dac r6i, tinh yéu 0i,” Charlie noi.

Va ding lic db, ching toi nghe thay tir bén dwdi tiéng co6 Pearce md
ctta budc vao nha.

“Pung c dong,” Charlie noi.

N6 buwéc vong qua t6i va dich céi 6 van lai diy ngay ngan trén mép
gac, tw nhot ca hai diva trén tang mai toi om, va trong may gidy sau t6i
thdy nh muon non mira. Ma nén vdi mita lic nay thi gidi quyét dugc
gl.

“Charlie,” t6i théu thao. “Cau lam cai quai gi thé?”

N6 nhon chan réon rén bwéc vong qua to6i va lwom 1én to gidy ma
khong phai la giay.

“Charlie?”

“Suyt!”

N6 rit tir mot tdi ra quyén s6 da cam Spudvetch! va ti kia la chiéc
but bi. Ngam den pin trong miéng va dung ban tay phdi bang bé chan
cho quyén s6 mé ra, n6 bat dau chép lai thong diép khong ai hiéu noi
kia.
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T6i ngbi guc mat vao hai ban tay, hit thd sdu va cham cham dém so6
dé binh tinh lai. V6 ich. Xuyén qua gac mai, t6i nghe thiy c6 Pearce di
di lai lai, m& may canh ctta ra, x6c ngan kéo dung dao dia, roi dé nuwéc
vao trong am. T6i chac mam bon toi sé bi ket trén nay tdi tan sang, khi
c6 roi nha dén truong. Va toi nhan ra rang tiv gio tGi sang kiéu gi toi
cling sé phai di vé sinh. Va thé nao t6i cling bi bat giam vi da té xuyén
qua tran phong ngu ctia co6 gido day Lich str.

“Xong,” Charlie cat s6 vao tii va duat lai manh gidy vao hop bich
quy. N6 nhét cai hop vé duédi bé nudc va sap xép mdy cai hop lai nhw
cli. “Gio ta tau thoat dugc roi.”

“Chinh x4c thi ta tau thoat kiéu gi day?” t6i hoi.

N6 ditng day bé tay rang rac, “Chuan bi dong co cho san sang di,
Jimbo.”

No6i doan né dat hai tay 1én mai nha, lay lay lac lac. Giay lat sau mot
phién ngoi tach rdi ra. N6 tuon canh tay qua 16 thing va lia manh
phién ngdi vao man dém. Sau mot gidy im lang, phién ngoi dap thang
vao vuon kinh tréong rau lam mdy tdm guwong v& tan tanh.

“Nao,” Charlie ndi. “Nghe nhé.”

Chung t6i chi chuc dgi ti€éng civa sau md ra, roi Charlie giuc, “Di,
di, di mau.”

T6i nhdc céi 6 van 1én, ddy qua mot bén va chui ngwdi xuong thang.
Charlie lam theo, r6i dong nap gac lai. Ngay khi hai dita vira chuan bi
leo xudng thang thi c6 Pearce budc vao phong. Chung t6i nhw hda
thanh da. C6 dy van chwa nhin thay chiing t6i, nhuing kiéu gi vai giay
nita c6 cling sé quay dau lai.

Co6 van ditng im d6, mat cham cham nhin ctta treéc nhw dang theo
do6i hoac nghe ngéng cai gi. Téi cdm thdy mot giot mo héi ndang nhoc
chay xudng song lung.

Va r6i co Pearce lam dong tac giong hét lan thay Kidd da lam trong
san choi, ngay sau khi mat thay chuyén mau xanh dwong. Ban tay phai
c6 than trong dat 1én co tay trai va dau ngong lén trong vai gidy lién.
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Tuy khong nhin thdy khuon maét va doi mat ctia c6 nhung riéng cai
diéu bo do da lam t6i 6n lanh.

Va r6i moi thi¢ trd lai binh thwong. Budng thong hai tay xudng, co
nhdt chum chia khéa canh dién thoai, véi 1ay 4o khodc treo trén gia,
md clita tredc, budc ra ngoai roi dong cira lai.

Chung t6i chay nhuw bay xudng thang, phéng doc theo hanh lang va
phi xuyén qua nha bép. Ching t6i m& chot cita sau, bang ngang khu
vron va nhay vot qua hang rao, tat ca goi gon trwedc ca khi kip thot hét
cau “Barnal ropper donk.”

Chung t0i chi dung lai khi da bo xa cong vién va chay them dugc
nam sau con pho nita, cu6i cung dirng & mot bén xe buyt trén dwong
cai. Hon via toi da bay hét 1én may, hoi thd hon ha hon hén. Toi cui
xuong thay hai ban tay minh run lay bay.

“Chua 0i,” Charlie thot 1én, “that 1a trén ca tuyét voi.”

“Lan sau, Charlie a,” toi dap, “cau di mét minh nhé.”

Vé dén nha, t6i ct twdng sé bi tra khdo nhtt tir. Nao la t6i da di dau,
lam sao lai 1au thé, ma vi sao khong bao cdo vdéi ai tiéng nao. Nhung
me di lam vé muon, Becky da tét di choi véi Mat Ro, con bo ban nau
nwéng dén mitc néu toi cé dat mot con bo vé nha cling chang dé y. T6i
quing cdp xudng va ngdi vao ban. Ong miic mot thia sip gi do tir
chiéc chao dat trén bép va can trong dwa né tGi tredc mat t6i. “Ném
thtr xem.”

T6i hup tht. Va qua that 1a rat rat ngon.

“Sup ca chua va cam twoi,” bd giai thich, “vGi hing qué, kem va
mot it r'gu c6 nhac.”

“Hét sdy,” toi dap. “Gio thi me kiéu gi cling khong ly di bo dugc

»

dau.
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6
Thuyén truéng ga

Vai ngay sau, Charlie thao gac bang tay. Bé ky niém dip nay, me no
quyét dinh cho phép t6i t6i nha né choi lai, vi c6 vé nhw n6 da chiu da
kho s& va hoc dwgc mot bai dich dang. Hién nhién la ba me nay chang
hiéu ti gi vé dng con quy tir ca.

Mat khac, sy kién nay lai cho chiing t6i co hoi xin tw van ti* b6 cta
Charlie vé thong diép bi mat no. R6 rang ching t6i khong mudn cha
ay lat xem cudn s6 Spudvetch! va phat hién viéc Charlie da theo doi
thay c6 trong siéu thi Sainsbury. Thé nén ching t6i da chép né ra mot
t0 gidy sach sé va dwa cho chu ay xem.

“B0 xem xem cai nay nghia la gi?” Charlie hoi.

B6 cta Charlie, theo ching t6i, 1a nhan vat xudt chiing nhat ma
ching to6i biét. Vi thé néu cé ai dé giup ching toi phién dich dugc thi
ngon ngit bi an nay thi chi c6 chu ay thoi.

Bac si Brooks dwa goc khan 1én lau miéng, luc trong tui do ra doi
muc kiéng, deo 1én tai va soi cham chi. “A, mat ma day ma. Cii rich
nhung cling tha vi lam sao.” Ro6i chu lang lang mim cwdi mot minh.
“B0 c nghi tré con bay gio chi biét chay loang quang an cap vat va
choi dién tr. Cai nay ¢ dau ra?”

“Bi mat a,” Charlie dap.

“A thé a,” b6 né nhay mét v6i ching tdi. “Hay ho nhi.”

“Thé nao bd...?” Charlie héi don.

Béc si Brooks lac dau. “B6 chiu day, nhin ct* nhuv tiéng Man thé
nay.”

“Tiéng Man 1 a?” t6i hdo httc hoi.
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B6 Charlie nhuén mat qua doi kinh nhin t6i. “Né6 1a cau thanh ngi
th6i Jim. C¥ nhu tiéng Man. Xi xa xi x6. Ngon véi cha ngt. Khong
hiéu mo té gi.”

“A,” ma toi ting do.

“Mac dau vay...” chu tiép 101, tha miéng khoai tay bao ti* cudi cung
vao miéng va nhai khoan khoai. “Coruisk a. Cai tir nay nghe quen qua.
Y b6 13, chic chi 1a trung hgp thoi, nhung hinh nhw b6 di mang méang
nghe thdy n6 ¢ dau réi. Coruisk, Coruisk, Coruisk... Ma nghi ra cai
nay thi bo cé dugc thudng gi khong day? Mot chai whisky? Tem phiéu
mua sach?”

“Vang, cd may thit do6 chac bon con xoay x& dugc,” Charlie dap.

Nhung cudc doi thoai bi ngat quang bdi chiéc may nhan tin cua bac
si Brooks. Chu g@ ttr that lvng ra cai cuc nho nho mau den r6i xem ky.
“Bénh vién ho goi roi. Cha ngoi lvng dwoc phit nao.”

“Gap bo sau nhé,” Charlie noi.

“B0 sé van dung hét tri ndo nghi xem cai tir day la gi.” Chu mim
cuoi ditng day, go 4o khodac ra khéi luwng ghé. “Nhung bay gio thi bo
lai phai di choc ngody may cai ti thi day.”

Trén duwong roi nha Brooks, téi bi me Charlie ngan lai va bat cho
mot phit. Toi c nghi minh sap bi 1én 16p vé viéc phai gitp d& cho
thang con hw don cta c6 di vao khuén kho, nhung khodng mot phut
sau cO quay lai véi mot mén do kim loai by chang hinh con ca.

“Suyt thi quén,” c6 noéi. “Cai nay la cho bé chau. Ban ndy ong ay
goi dién hoi muwon co cai khuon lam kem ca hoi. Nay Jim, cd biét b
chau rat dang tin, nhuwng chau c6 ddm bao cho c6 la 6ng ay sé dung cai
nay dé ndu dn nhé? Co la c6 khong muon ong ay de nghién né ra ma
han thanh cai may bay tha bom Wellington thu nho6 dau day.”

“Vang chau hwa.”
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Vé nha t6i thay bo da xan tay ao 1én dau vao ddy, mac tap dé ké soc
va dang sat mot qua ca tim to by thanh nhitng miéng tron det.

“Jimbo, ddo cho bo chao hanh v§i?” C)ng trd vao cai chdo trén bép.

To6i tha cdp xudng dat, cdi ca vat va ra vé dam dang x6i xGi dam
hanh dvgc vai vong.

“Sao gio bo hét choi may bay roi a?” t6i héi.

“Méay bay dy a Jimbo?” Ong bit dau nhiing nhitng 14t ca tim vao
mady cai bat nho dyng tritng va bot. “D6i véi bo, lam may bay dé nhw
an chédo. Tryc thang ciling khong thanh van dé. Bo diéu khién phat
thanh chi nht con mu6i. Con day noi canh ta va cau chi khoang ding
la chuyén nhoé nhu con thé. Bo can thém thit thach. Phai khong ngiing
tién tGi. Nao bat bép ga 1én di. Cam on con. Minh phdi hoc nhitng thi
md&i mé cht. Trau d6i cho ban than sac bén.”

“Pé khong phai mac 4o nga ngo6i won ngwdi ra trén trang ky trong
khi ai ndy déu di lam.”

“Chi 1i,” bo dap.

Me tdm tac khen mon ca tim nwéng pho mai Parmesan ngon tuyét
hdo. T6i cling phdi cong nhan. Dén Becky con thich nita la. “Ciing
duwgc ddy,” ba chi to6i nhan nhé. V&i mot nit quai hdm md nhac metal
chét choc thi dé dugce coi la mot 161 nggi khen hét murc.

Su6t ca bita an bd ¢ nhan nhé cwdi mét cach ngd nghéch nhu thé
minh vira doat gidi Oscar. Va me ciling nhan nhé cwdi dap lai nhuw thé
md&i gap 6ng lan dau va hay con dam say dién r6 trong tinh ai. C6 lic
hai nguwdi con nam tay nhau duwdi gam ban nita chit. Ba cai thi d6 lam
toi thady hoi buén non, mac du t6i biét chang c6 gi dang phan nan ca.

Giay phit chua chat duy nhat la Idc Becky di vao chan 1dy ra mot
chai nwéc x6t ca chua. B6 néi dung x6t ca chua ngang véi viéc si nhuc
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thitc an ngon. Trong gidy lat, t6i thoang nghi kiéu gi cling sé cé au da
day, nhung ba chi t6i dwa mat quanh ban, nhan ra rang ba danh mot
chang chot ciing qué, va quyét dinh cam chiu that bai.

Sau bita t6i, t6i tron ra ban cong, phong khi b6 me hon nhau thi toi
non oe ra ddy mat. Chéc 1at sau Becky xuat hién, “Ong cu khét bi sao
day?”

“Ai bi sao co?” t6i hoi lai.

“B0 chit con ai, ngu thé,” chi &y cham thudc va vitt que diém xudng
ban céng nha ba Rudman. “Ba cai thit dau bép siéu cap day.”

“Em mua cho bd quyén day nau an,” t6i dap.

Chi dy ném cho t6i mot cai nhin giéu cgt. “Ra la 16i tai may.”

“U ddy, tai em day,” tdi tw hao.

“Chua 0i,” chi dy thé dai, “ct nhw thé 6ng gia dang chuyén gigi hay
sao 1.”

T6i vo vO vai Becky. “Phu nit di lam. Pan 6ng bép nuic. Phai doi
dién vé&i hién thue thoi ba chi oi. Thoi dai tan ky n6 thé.”

To6i thay hét sitc nhon nhao trong nguwoi khi ngoi hoc tiét cta c6
Pearce vao sang thitr Hai. Dau toi c& tw héi liéu co c6 biét ching t6i da
dot nhap vao nha c6 khong, liéu c6 cé phat hién ra cai gi nam khong
dung cho, hay liéu chiing t6i c6 dang bi c6 do xét khong. Nhuwng c6 cuw
xtt chang khac gi thuwong ngay. Thé nén chang may choc t6i thay de
chiu tré lai, tham chi con dwong duwong tw dac. Hai dita t6i da tau thoat
thanh cong. Co gido c6 thé dang nam giit bi mat nao d6. Nhung ching
t6i con nam gilt bi mat to hon. Pay la mot trong nhitng lan hiém hoi
toi biét thit gi d6 ma mot gido vién khong biét.

Thay Kidd cling phan nao bét di vé dang sg. Ching t6i dang nam
thép cta ho. Bung la 6ng thay da lam ching t6i sg mat an mat ngu.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung mot khi thay biét ching t6i dang tién gan t6i bi mat d6 dén
mitc nao chac chinh thay mdi la ngudi sg mat an mat ngu.

Chting t6i ty thdy minh phi thwdng qua di.

Va mai dén tan sang thit Bay ching t6i md&i nhan ra minh da sai lam
dén mitc nao.

Toi day som va giap Charlie di dva bao sang. Khi da xong xuoi,
chuing t6i dap xe tGi trung tdm mua sam dé chén mot bita sang muon
tai nha hang Thuyén truédng Ga. Toi goi cho minh mot ly dau danh sira
va mot banh tdo. Charlie chon mén ga tdy ran miéng va mdt ca phé
den vi no nghi ca phé co vé tri thitc hon.

“Cé gi mébi khong?” t6i hoi.

N6 riut cudn s6 da cam Spudvetch! ra va lat dén trang cé chép lai
thong diép bi an no.

“Té da google hét ca roi,” n6 dap. “Fardal 1a mot ho. Rifco la
thwong hiéu san xudt ké buong tam. Bassoo la tén goi mot con lach &
bang Montana ctia Hoa Ky. Con Pralio la cong ty chuyén ban thiét bi
thé thao.” N6 nhap mot ngum ca phé. “No6i vay thoi, chit cau go céi gi
vao Google ma cha ra mot dong két qua. Nhung cai nay méi thu vi
nay. Con nhé bo t6 néi Coruisk nghe quen quen khong?”

“A &.” Toi théi bong béng vao ly sita danh.

“Hoéa ra...” Charlie n6i. R6i n6 im bat.

“Gl c0?” t6i héi.

N6 nhin qua sau lwng toi. Toi quay dau lai. Mot nguwoi dan 6ng ban
b com lé xam nhat hét sirc dat tién dang rao buwdc tir quay thu ngan vé
phia chung toi, tay cam mot chiéc céc gidy, khan an va hop banh
burger. Mdc du quan an budi sang vang hoe, nhung 6ng ta lai tién t6i
ngoi xudng cai ghé trong & dau kia cia ban ching t6i.
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Ong gia chitng ndm, sau chuc tudi, cao 1éu déu trong dén budn cudi.
Khuon mat nhan nheo va rdm nang nhw thé ca doi 6ng ta song ngoai
dwong vay. Va bat chap bé com 1€, mai téc bac duwgc cat tia ctia Ong ta
toat 1én vé quan su dang lo ngai.

f)ng ta chinh lai b6 quan 4o, mé& hop banh ra, cdi khan an, nhap mét
ngum s6 co la néng va bat dau an chiéc banh burger kep thit ga, can
trong khong dé tay do trang dwogc la phang phiu cham phai nuwéc xo6t
hanh.

“Xin 16i ong,” Charlie 1én tiéng. “Ching chau can chit riéng tu.
Néu 6ng khong phién.”

Ong ta khong thém tra 15i. Ong ta nhin Charlie, r6i nhin sang toi.
Ong ta nhai nét miéng banh roi 1dy khin lau miéng. “May dita ci¥
twdng minh khon lam day phong?”

Giong ndi nay nghe rét trinh trong, giong giong gidi thiéu nhac giao
hwéng thinh phong trén Kénh Phat thanh S6 ba. Nghe khong hé giong
mot nguwoi thuwong an sang tai quan Thuyén Trudng ga.

T6i im bat. Charlie tuén quyén s6 Spudvetch! vao tdi do. “Ching
chdu c6 lIic khén,” né dap. “Co lic ciing dan don. Tuy hoan canh
thoi,”

Ldo gia mim cuwdi, miéng can thém mot miéng banh nita. Charlie va
toi bat dau nhich mong ra phia 16i di.

“Ta khong biét chinh xac mdy dita da biét nhitng gi,” 1do gia tiép tuc
1én tiéng, tgp mot ngum s6 c6 la néng dé nhét miéng banh xuéng co
hong. “Nhung r6 rang la may dira da biét chut it.”

Lao nay qua la mot hang quai nhan co cd.

“MAy ngay tredc doi Giam Sat c6 bao cao cho ta vé may dia. Tw
lic d6 may dita da bi theo ddi chat ché. Bén dé cho rang may dira
khong hé nguy hiém. Nhwng ta thi chva tin.”

Doi Giam Sat? Theo doi? Nguy hiém? T6i cam thay nhu toa nha
dang nghiéng vé mot bén. Hay la chinh t6i dang chong mat? To6i bam
chat vao thanh ghé dé gitr thang bang.
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“P06i Giam Sat bat dau lo ngai day.” Lao ta lay tay phui phui vun
banh khoi chiéc ca vat lua. “DPoi Giam Sat khong thich cé ngwdi cho
miii vao viéc ctia minh. Va néu hai dta con tiép tuc cai tro nay, rat c
thé ho sé quyét dinh phai khéi kién cho xem.”

Ldo dé cho tr “khdi kién” treo choi vai trén khong.

“Ong 1a ai?” Charlie héi.

T6i da vao chan né dwdi gam ban. T6i khong muoén cudc tro chuyén
nay tiép dién nita. T6i mudn no két thiic ngay bay gio.

Nhung Charlie ctt phét 18. “Ong c6 quyén gi ma vao ddy cam doan
chuing t6i?”

Toi lai da vao chan Charlie.

Va dung lic do toi lai thay, trong tich tac théi, mot tia huynh quang
xanh duong l6e 1én trong mat ldo gia. Lao nhéch m6i cuwdi. “Ta la ai
khong quan trong. Ta cling khéng néi cho hai dita lam gi. Biéu quan
trong duy nhat la hai dita phai ditng ngay may cai tro 16i con dé di.”

Trong khi néi nhitng 16i nay, lao vén mot tay do 1én va an ngon trd
xuong mat ban. To6i co nguwdi vao lung ghé. Pau ngon tay caa ldo bat
dau phat ra mot thit &nh sang dién quang mau xanh ky di. Va tdm nhya
trdi ban bén dwé6i bat dau phong rop roi chdy tan ra.

“Don gidn lam,” ldo vira giai thich vira di chuyén ban tay doc theo
mat ban. “May dita ctt chon di. Hodc la cw x* ngoan ngoan. Hodc la
cam chiu hau qua.”

Bau khong khi Iic nay da khét let mui nhiwa chay va nong nac khoi
den. Lao gia dang xé cai ban ra lam doi, stc nong t* ngon tay phat
sang an vao mdt ban nht mot moé han kim loai.

Khi ldo biéu dién xong, ching t6i c6 thé nhin thdy doi giay den
boéng 16n qua vét cat ngay giita mat ban.

“Hiéu chwa?”

T6i gat dau.

“Vang,” Charlie néi. “Chung chau hiéu r6i.”
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Roi ldo gia lam mot dong tdc ma ching toi da thay ca co Pearce va
thay Kidd lam: dat ban tay phai 1én 6 tay trai. May lan trudc, téi c
twong ho lam vay dé tw kiem ché minh, nhwng bay gid to6i méi hiéu ra
van dé. Quan quanh c6 tay trai ctia lao la mot chiéc vong bang dong,
giong hét cai vong chung téi tim thdy trén gac nha co Pearce. May
ngon tay phai cta 1o nhan vao dé trong choc 14t roi tha ra.

“Tét.” Lao ding day. “Thé thi ta chic hai dita mot ngay tét lanh.
Chao Charles... Chao James...”

No6i doan lao bién mat.

Chung t6i ngbi do ra d6 mat may gidy dong ho. R6i Charlie cui
xuong thot 1én, “Mui gi kinh qud, kinh qua di,” va mot ga mat day tan
nhang doi chiéc mii dong phuc Thuyén tredng Ga bat dau tién vé phia
ching t6i, “Hai cau lam céi quai gi vdi cai ban cta toi thé kia?”

Chung t6i co gio chay thang.

Nam pht sau, ching t6i dat méng xuong bang ghé trong mot cong
vién nhé déi dién khu chung cu.

“Gioi dat oi!” Charlie thot 1én.

“Gioi dat than thanh ma quy thién duwong dia nguc cta toi oi!” toi
dap lai.

Chting t6i ng6i im ldng trong choc 1at. Roi Charlie 1én tiéng, “Cau
thay ro lao ta da lam gi v&i cai vong tay roi chit?”

“U,” toi dap. “Thay Kidd ciing 1am thé. Ca c6 Pearce nita.”

“Pung r6i.” NO ruc tay vao tdi 4o roi dot nhién xoe ra mot cai vong
tay.

“Cau xody mot cai day a?” t6i ngd vue héi. “Trong cai hop trén gac
xép do? Charlie, n6i nghiem chinh nhé, viéc nay khong hay ho chut
nao dau.”
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“Thoi da trét roi,” Charlie dap. “Co ay c6 ca mot dong co ma. TG hy
vong c6 ay khong thuong xuyeén kiém lai ching.”

“Charlie, cau la d6 ngbc.” Trong dau t6i lic nay dang ngdp tran
nhitng hinh dnh kinh hoang. Khung khiép nhat la hinh anh t6i bi mot
ngon tay nong sang cat got ra lam doéi. “Vit n6 di. Vit né ngay di.
Néu bon ho biét duoc...”

“OK,” Charlie noi. “Biét r6i. Nhung trudc tién... td phai thi nghiém
chat xiu da.”

N6 an vao cai vong. Khong thdy gi. N6 nén chat cai vong. Ciing
khong co gi khac la xay ra.

“Ldo gia ban ndy khong dua dau,” t6i cwong quyét. “Charlie, t& xin
cau. Thu tiéu n6 di.”

N6 lai deo chiéc vong vao c6 tay trdi, dat ban tay phai lén va an
xuong.

“Pa lam sao nao!” Charlie gat 1én, rut ban tay lai nhw thé vira cham
phai long bép dién. “Thtr di,” né cdi chiéc vong ra dwa cho toi.

“Khong doi nao,” toi thu tay lai. “Khong doi nao.”

“Clt deo vao,” né khang khang, nam 14y céanh tay t6i. “Hé trong
day.”

T6i chéng cy yéu 6t roi cudi cung dau hang. Toi co ram nguwdi lai,
gong minh 1én khi Charlie méc cai vong vao co tay t6i.

“Gio thi s n6 di.”

“C6 dau khong?”

“Pau gi ma dau, d6 mac vay meé nheo.”

Khi cac ngén tay tdi cham vao chiéc vong, mdt tiéng thét chgt ré 1én
trong dau t6i, nhw thé c6 mot chiéc may bay dang ha canh dau dé ngay
gitra hai tai toi vay. Tiép sau do la vai tiéng lach tach. Roi tdi nghe mot
giong noi vang lén, “Gretnoid?”

T6i nhin xung quanh xem ai dang n6i véi to6i. Nhung chang c6 ai ca.
Chi c6 hai da t6i, va Bernie, mot 6ng gia vo gia cw, dang ngu khoeo
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dudi hang rao géc cong vieén.

“Adner gretnoid?” giong noéi lai vang lén. “Gretnoid? Parliog
mandy? Venter ablong stot. Gretnoid?”

N6 vang lén tir ngay trong dau t6i. Cam gidc ct nhw ¢6 hai cai tai
nghe bi dong 6c xody vao nao vay. Toi rut tay vé va thdo chiéc vong
ra.

“Choang 6c ra phét nhi?” Charlie gat dau.

To6i quyét dinh da dén lic minh phai vé nha nam nghi.
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7
Banh mit mam xoi

Toi budc vao thang may. Mot ba cu khé né xach hai tdi d6 di chg cling
buéc vao theo. Ba cu nay c6 phdi la mot tén Giam Sat khong? Liéu ba
ta c6 ding thang mdy lai va tan cong toi bang ngén tay phat sang
khong? To6i khé nhun dau goi xubng, c6 nhin xem ba cu c6 deo céi
vong dong nao khong. Ba cu liéc t6i lo lang r6i rdo cang ra khoi thang
may ngay khi n6 vira dirng & tang cua ba.

Co6 phai thay Kidd va c6 Pearce la hai ké Giam Sat? Con c6 nhitng
ai khac nita? Va ho theo doi voi muc dich gi?

Toi ra khoi thang may, phi doc theo hanh lang, tim chia khoa cra,
1ap cap tra vao 6, chay vao nha va sap ctta uynh uynh sau lwng.

“Jimbo, con bi sao ddy?” me héi, tay cam binh tw6i cdy nho mau
cam.

“Vang,” t6i dap. “Con gap rac r6i me 0i.”

“Rac roi gi thé con?” Me dat cai binh xudng ban dién thoai.

T6i nhin me khong chép mat. No6i gi bay gio? Khong khéo cubi
cung lai bi canh sat héi cung ay chi, to6i nao c6 mudn. Toi cling chang
muon phai doi chat véi ba hiéu triedng. Hodc bi bac si cat van.

Me 6m lay toi. “Nao. Con biét 1a con c6 thé tin vao me ma. Ké cho
me nghe di.”

Miéng t6i ling bung.

“Con vtra lam chuyén gi bay ba a?” me hoi. “Hay dita nao lam gi
con?” May khoan tra hoi nay von la s@ treong cia me toi.

“Mot ti ti vé dau,” toi dap. “Nhung hau hét 1a & vé sau.”

“Nao, ké me nghe vé vé sau di. Cai d6 méi quan trong.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Toi lai lung bung.

“Ai bat nat con a?”

Vang, toi nghi tham, cling ding day chi. Toi gat dau.

“Thé con c6 muén me dén ndi chuyén vai thay cd gido khong?” me
héi.

T6i lac dau.

Me xoa toc t6i. “Nhitng dita d6 la do kém tam. Con biét ré6 ma,
diung khong? Cai loai chuyén bat nat ngwoi khac thuc chat chi la
nhitng ké hén nhat. Chung chi thay an toan khi doa cho ngudi khac sg
thoi.” Me dat tay 1én hai vai t6i, nhin t6i néi. “Va néu con can me hodc
bo t6i tredng, ¢t n6i mot tiéng, nghe chwa?”

“Cam on me,” toi dap.

“Nay Jimbo,” bd cat tiéng goi, dau 16 ra khoi ctra bép. “Vao day
gitp bo 1én thyc don cho t6i mai nao. B6 can thém mot mén kém theo
kem ca hoi va thit vit. S€ 1a mot bita toi tuyét hdo, trén ca tuyét hao.”

To6i 1at qua cuon 500 Cong thitc nau an cho nguwdi mdi hoc, quyét
dinh chon moén banh mit mam xoi, doan di lén phong Becky va go
cua.

T6i can tam sy vdi ai d6. Tam sy ngay lic nay ay. Ma ngudi dé phai
khong dugc son son dem di néi v6i ba hiéu trwdng, don canh sat hay
bénh vién tdm than gan nhat. That xui xéo, nguwdi duy nhat thoa man
duwgc diéu kién nay lai la ba chi yéu quai cua to6i. Chi ay tuy khong
phai la Iya chon hoan hao, nhung t6i da bi don vao buéc duwong cung
roi. Néu diéu duy nhat ba chi m@ miéng ra néi la, “Kinh qua nhi,”
hodc “Lo gi,” thi chac t6i cling cam thay dwoc an di phan nao.

“Gi?” chi dy hoi.

To6i day ctra budc vao.
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“Becky?” T6i ngoi xuéng giwong, “Em c6 chuyén mudn noi vdi
chi.”

“Chuyén gi day?” ba chi t6i can cdu, mat dang nhin gwong cham
cham dé ké phan den vao mat.

“Chuyén nay nghe ra thi hoi ngé ngan...”

“Qi tao con la gi,” chi ay da ké mét xong, bit dau chai téc ngugc ra
sau. “Thoi néi nhanh xem nao?”

“Em dang gap rac roi.”

“Truong sap dudi hoc may roi chit gi?” chi ay cuoi khanh khéch.

“Co im di khong, nghe ky day nay,” toi vdc lai.

Co chut gi trong giong cua t6i da thuyét phuc chi ay rang toi dang
néi chuyén nghiém chinh. Chi ay dat lwvgc xudng, quay veé phia toi.

“Chi may dang dong tai lén day, em trai bé bong.”

“Chi biét co Pearce va thay Kidd chi?”

“Jimbo, tao hoc ¢ day da tdm nam r6i.”

“OK, OK,” t6i xin 16i. “Um, hai nguoi dé...” T6i hit mot hoi that
sau. “Ho dang san lung em va Charlie. Khi khong c6 ai xung quanh,
ho tro chuyén bang mot thit ngdn ngit ky cuc lam. Ho con c6 nhitng
vong tay bang dong cé thé truyén thong diép thang vao trong dau.”
T6i lap bap, nhung t6i khong tw chu duge. “Va ho ¢6 bi danh 1a nhitng
ké Giam Sat. it ra, em nghi vay, ho & trong nhém Giam Sat. Mic dau
nhom Gidm Sat c6 thé bao gom nhitng tén khac nita. Va bon em dang
theo doi hg. R6i c6 mdt 1do di hgm ngdi xudng ngay canh bon em
trong Thuyeén tredng Ga. Roi ldo canh cdo bon em khéng duwgc phép
theo doi ho nita. R6i ngén tay lao phat sang va cat diet doi cai ban...”

T6i tam ngung & day. Becky dang soi t6i nhw thé c6 mét con chudt
dong dang nhay g6 go chan trén dinh dau toi.

“Chi Becky, chi Becky,” t0i ca lam, “em biét chuyén nay nghe
hoang duong, nhung 1a that day. Mot tram phan tram. Em thé.”
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Chi ay nhin t6i cham cham thém vai gidy, r6i cham cham néi, “Jim
a, tao khong hiéu may dang gié tro gi. Tao biét tao da lam may kho s&
vé vu dudi hoc kia. La tao phia ra day, OK? Ma ciing dang doi may
con gi. Nhung tao sé khong bi may cho vao bay dau, dirng cé hong tra
thu tao. Thoi ngay di. May céau véi tao . Bugc roi. Tao xin 16i. Xong
chuyén nhé.”

Chi ay nhat thoi son 1én va lai quay vé vdi cai guong.

T6i khong tai nao ngt dwgc. Toi doi dén khi ai ndy déu da 1én
givong mai lén ra khoi phong, tv lam cho minh mot cai banh kep pho
mai Cheddar va mit dau tdy, ngoi xem ti vi va phat hién ra rang cai
dau dia DVD da bi héng.

T6i danh ngbi xem muc tin van Gidi V6 dich Co vua Thé gidi. Va
mot chwong trinh ctia Pai hoc M@ vé cac loai bénh ¢ lgn nudi. Toi con
xem tron mudi lam phit dau cia mot bo phim den trang day vét nhiéu
tén la Con trai Ma ca rong. Nhung dén doan han ta bo ngwoc xuéng
toa 1au dai va bién thanh con doi thi t6i s¢g qua phdi tat ngay ti vi. T6i
lai bat dai phat thanh Ién. T6i choi lién tu ti bon kiéu tro choi thir l1ong
kién nhan. T6i ty d6i dau véi minh trong tro xép chir. Roi t6i gid bao
ra va giai mot 6 chit loai dé.

Bay rudi sang, bo t6i ban bo do6 ngu 1ét vao trong bép, gia vo kinh
ngac kéu 1én, “Oi chao Jimbo, s6ém banh mét ra dd phan dau day roi.
Tran tré tinh yéu cudc song qua nhi? Hao hitc dén chao ngay mdi hay
sao day?”

No6i doan 6ng bat dau voi vang chuan bi bita sang vdi ca phé pha,
bwdi tach mui, banh strng bo, viét quat kho va trigng trang nam.

Chi dén khi cd me va Becky da xudng khéi giwong t6i mdi thay an
tam di nga. T6i dat do di qua phong khach, dat lvng xudng trang ky va
khong con biét troi dat 1a gi niva.
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Bay tiéng dong ho sau, me danh thitc t6i va bado Charlie dang cho
toi trén dién thoai c6 chuyén gap.

To6i lo mo ng6i ddy, phdi mat vai gidy méi dinh than lai xem minh
la ai, dang ¢ dau, va hom nay la ngay nao. Poan tdi loang choang
ding day di ra hanh lang,

“Jimbo a?” no hoi.

“Uuuu...” toi lau bau. “Charlie a?”

“0, 0, t6 day. Nghe nay...”

«(y.»

“Té& can cau dén day, cang nhanh cang tot.”

“Mdy gid roi?” t6i hoi.

“Nam rudi. Peo pa tanh vao ma di. B6 t¢ gidi dwgc mat ma roi.
Nhé khong? Coruisk ay ma?”

“Thé né c6 nghia la gi?”

“Pén day roi té ké cho,” Charlie néi.

T6i ngodi ra nhin. Me dang ditng & cudi phong, vay ngén tay vé
phia toi ra hiéu khong bang long. Pang sau me, bé dang cat lyc danh
vat vdi céi bép 10 néng rurc.

“Xin 16i nhé Charlie,” t6i danh néi. “Vira nhg ra. T6i nay la bita tiéc
ra tro cta bo t¢. Dé doi day.”

“Jimbo,” no nai ni, “cai nay quan trong ma.”

“T@ biét, t¢ biét,” t6i xin 16i. “Nhung bira t6i hom nay c6 y nghia
trong dai v6i bo t6. Dé sau nhé?”

“X0i a, Jimbo, t¢ c nghi bon minh 1a...” N6 dai giong. “OK. O
treong. Ngay mai. Luc dé ban chuyeén vay.”

“Pugc.”

R6i né dap may.
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Bita t6i khai vi bang mén kem ca héi bay trén mot 16p rau tron dam,
an vdi banh yén mach lam tai gia. Ti€p sau la mén vit ndu cam kém
theo khoai tdy nwdng va ca rot trang mat ong. Chung toi trang miéng
bang banh mitt mam x6i nhu téi goi y. PO an phdi néi la mé ly tuyét
hdo. Va vi bd swéng dén lang lang ca nguwdi nén da dac cach cho t6i
uéng mot ly rwgu. Trong khodng mot tiéng dong ho sau dé, toi tyw
thuyét phuc ban than rang cudéc dung do tai quan Thuyén trwdng Ga
chi 1a mot san pham cua tri twéng twong. T6i khong hé ban tam tdi co
Pearce hay thay Kidd. T6i quén khudy can gac xép va cai ban nhya
chay. T6i dang tan hwdng sy am cling cua gia dinh. Va tbi yéu gia dinh
toi. Trw Becky ra. Toi ghét Becky. Ma viéc ghét cac ba chi thi co6 gi la
la.

T6i cam thdy binh yén va an toan. Va vi tdt cd nhitng ly do nay, t6i
da leo 1én giwong lic mudoi gio téi va nga say nhw chét.
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8
Tam biet, Charlie

Charlie khong di hoc. T6i da don chuyén xe buyt sém hon thwong 1é
va doi ¢ cong truong. Tam tram hoc sinh di ngang qua, nhung khong
c6 bong dang cuia Charlie. T6i chd nguyén mot cho dén tan khi
chudng reo, roi co cang chay qua cong chinh.

Hay la n6 bi 6m. Hay la n6 gid vo 6m dé & nha thyc hién mot ké
hoach ranh manh nao dé. R6 rang phai c6 mot 1y do thuyét phuc chi.
Van dé la toi chwa biét 1y do dé 1a gi.

Thé ro6i, trong gio tdp trung, ba hiéu trweédng dwa ra mét thdng bdo,
va tbi biét ngay rang chuyén chang lanh da xdy ra.

Sau khi ba bao cho chiing t6i biét chi tiét ctia ngay thé duc thé thao
sap tdi, co Gupta khé vo vai va tham thi vao tai ba.

“A ddng roi,” ba tiép 101, “Suyt thi tdi quén. Ca cd Pearce va thay
Kidd déu nghi 6m hém nay. Hai gido vién du bi rat giéi la thay Garrett
va c6 Keynes sé dam nhiém cdc tiét hoc nay.” Ba gat dau nhin vé phia
hai gwong mat mai bi tong xudng tan cudi day xép hang cua gido vién.

Co6 cai gi sac mui hac am. Sao lai c6 chuyén triung hop qua mitc nhw
vay. Toi c6 thuyét phuc ban than rang Charlie va b6 n6 da giai dugc
mat ma, di bdo canh sat, va thay Kidd cung c6 Pearce hién dang ngoi
béc lich hodc bi ap giai ra san bay gan nhat. Nhung xac sudt nay cé vé
khong duwgc cao cho lam.

T6i khong tai nao tap trung duge. Toi bi thay Kosinsky phat & lai
treong sau gio tan hoc, va bi thay Garrett phat tiép lan nita, nhung toi
chang mady may quan tam.
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Sau gio an trua, t6i gid bd dau dau va di xudng phong y té. Pugc
phat cho hai vién thu6c gidm dau va mot ly tra, t6i rén ri ndo né cho
dén khi ho phai goi dién cho bo t6i dén don.

Trén chuyén xe buyt vé nha, t6i ti€p tuc rén ri quan quai, nhung vira
buwéc dén cong khu chung cu toi lién xin 16i bo, hita rang sé giai thich
cho 6ng moi chuyén sau, roi chay téi kho dé xe dap, mé& khoéa va
phong sang nha Charlie v6i mot toc do cé thé pha vd cad ky luc dua
dwong dat ctia moi loai phwong tién.

To6i phi xuyén qua cong biét thy, bé phanh gip, quanh xe sang mot
bén lam séi ban tung tée l1én chiéc 6 t6 cua bac si Brooks. R6i t6i vitt
xe do, nhdy 1én bac thém va nhan chuong.

Vai gidy sau c6 Brooks thu It xuét hién sau 16p kinh m¢ va mé tung
canh ctta. Co6 dy dam bo vé phia t6i ma thét 16n, “May di dau gio mai
vé, ha cai thang ngu si, ich ky, v6 tdm...” R6i c6 im bat. “O, ra la
chau.”

Hai ban tay dat trén vai co Brooks va nhe nhang dwa c6 qua mot
bén, nhu thé c6 ay la mot qua bom san sang nd tung. Bac si Brooks
xuat hién.

“Jim,” chu dy ndi, mat boi roi, “vao nha di va dong ctra lai.”

Toi budc 1én tdm tham va nép nguwoi lach qua cd Brooks, Itc nay
dang bat dau méu mdo. Bac si Brooks dwa tdi qua sdnh vao phong
khach.

“Charlie dau roi a?” toi hoi.

“Charlie mat tich r6i,” chu ay dap.

“Ha?” t6i c6 lam ra vé ngac nhién.

“Dém qua no 1én giwong di ngu, gio giac cling nhw moi hom. Trong
né cling, rm, chang c6 gi khac thuong. Nhuwng sang nay... né bién mat
tam mat tich.” Cha ay cham cham lac dau. “Co cha khong biét n6 da
di dau.”

T6i nghe 10 tiéng me Charlie kéu khoc vat va ngoai sanh.
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“Nay. Chau biét tinh thang Charlie. N6 chuyén tri gdy rac r6i.
Chuyén mo6n nghich dai. Chau c6 biét n6 di dau khong?”

T6i hit mot hoi sau. Toi phai ké lai chuyén dién r6 no. Va t6i sé gap
rac roi. Nhung day khong phai lic dé lo lang vé viéc dé. “T6i qua
Charlie goi dién cho chau,” t6i dap. “No6 ru chau qua bén nay, vi cé
chuyén quan trong muén noéi cho chau. Chau khong qua dwgc vi bo
chau da nau xong mot bita thinh soan. Chuyén la vé cai mat ma hom
tredc, chii nhé khong? Charlie bao chéu la chu da gidi ma dwoc roi.”

“U,” bac si Brooks néi. “U, b6 con chd da giai dugc cai mat ma do.
Gan nhu vay. Nhung ma chd o nghi dé chi 1a tro choi théi. Y chau Ia
cai tro do co lien quan tdi...?”

“Thé dap an la gi a?” t6i hoi. “N6 bdo chau la chi da doan ra
Coruisk nghia la gi.”

Chu dwa hai ban tay 1én xoa xoa mat. “Coruisk a. N6 1la mot cai ho &
Scotland. Nam trén ddo Skye. Day s6 viét sau do - ddy so trong ngodc
don dy - chinh la toa do dinh vi. Chau biét ddy, ngwoi ta dung dé xac
dinh vi tri dé trén ban d6 Khdo sat Quan nhu 4y ma.” R6i chi ngung
bat. “N6i nghiém chinh, khong phai y chau la thang Charlie da di dén
Scotland day chi?”

“Dgi chau chut,” téi duva tay 6m dau. Moi thit dwong nhw déu khép
lai thanh mot bitc tranh. C6 Pearce thwong di nghi & Scotland. Co ay
c6 mot cudn sach vé nhitng toa lau dai ¢ Scotland. Va tdm ban do
duwgc gidu trong chiéc hop dung dong vong tay dudi bé nudc - do la
mot tam ban do dao Skye.

“Jim?” bac si Brooks hai.

“Chuyén nay nghe ra sé rat dién ro day chu a.”

“No6i chu nghe di,” chua ay giuc toi.

“Cai mat ma do...”

“UQ”
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“N6 la bi mat cia mot nhém ngudi. Ho khong mudn bat ky ai biét
ca.”

“Ai thé Jim? La ai?”

“Co Pearce. Thay Kidd. La c6 gido day sw. Va thay my thuat. Ho
dang am muu chuyén gi ay.”

“Nay Jim, chau dang noéi céi quai gi day?”

“Chéau n6i nghiém tiic ma. V@i lai hdm nay ca hai déu khong dén
treong.”

Chuong ctta reo.

“Pgi chd nhé,” bac si Brooks dan. “Canh sat ddy ma.” Ro6i chu bién
mat sau hanh lang.

Ho da bat Charlie di r6i, toi biét ma. N6 da st dung cai vong tay.
Giong noéi dau bén kia... Ho biét hét cd. N6 da khong nghe 106i canh
bao, va da phai chiu hau qua.

To6i phai di tim né. Va dé tim dugc no to6i can thém manh moi. Toi
can quyén so. Va khong dwoc phép tin twdng bat ky ai. T6i bén trwgt
ra hanh lang va phi lén cau thang. Vao dén phong Charlie, t6i mé& ngan
kéo ra, giat tam go san 1én va luc soat tu quan ao.

O duwdi tdm dém, toi tim thdy quyén s6 Spudvetch! mau cam va
chiéc vong tay bang dong. T6i dut hét vao tui.

Toi ditng ddy, nhin thdy chiéc hop tiét kiém hinh nguwdi may trén
bau ctra s, lién trut hét tién vao tay. Tong cong c6 tdm bang va sau
muoi lam xu. Toi nhét tat ca vao tii bén kia.

Khi quay xudng dwéi nha, téi thay bac si Brooks dang ditng giita
sanh, ndi chuyén v6i mot ga canh sat to béo toc mau gung.

Ga nguac len nhin toi. “Bac s1 day noi cau la ban cua Charlie.”

“Vang,” toi dap.

“A, thé thi chic cau giip dwoc ching t6i,” gi néi, rit tir tii ao
khodac ra mot tap gidy ghi chép.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chéu ké lai nhitng gi vira ké cho chu di,” bac si Brooks néi. “Céi
doan vé cd Pearce va cai thay gi dy nhi... day my thuat ay.”

Dbo6i 16ng may ga canh sat nhwdng 1én. Ga nhom bac si Brooks, roi
nhom qua t6i. “Chuyén nay nghe tha vi day.”

“A,” t6i chuan bi tinh than ké lai cau chuyén dién r6 thém mot lan
nira.

“Chu biét r6i,” - ga canh sat mim cuwoi - “dé chi duwa chau vé nha
nhé? Chau ké tat tan tat cho chd nghe trén duwong vé ciling dwoc.”

Béc si Brooks gat dau nhin t6i tan thanh, “OK théi, Jim, chau di vGi
trinh sat Hepplewhite di. Bung lo cho c6 chu ¢ day. Lic nao nhé ra cai
gi thi dién cho cha.”

T6i dang dinh noéi rang xe dap cua t6i van con dé ngoai 16i di thi
trinh sat Hepplewhite vé§i tay van cai nam ctta. Néu chi sém hon hodc
muodn hon mat tich tac cé 1é t6i da khong nhin thady n6 mat réi. Tay 4o
ga khé nhich 1én, va cuén quanh co0 tay trai la mét chiéc vong bang
dong.

“Thoi a,” toi lui lai cau thang. “Cam on chd nhung chau ty veé
dugc.”

“Ta c6 chuyén quan trong can thdo luan kia ma.” Ga trinh sat cuoi
khoai trda mot cach chang dang tin chit nao. “Chu sap mudn gio uong
tra trong cang tin r6i day nay. Nao. Chi loang cai la vé dén nha chau
th6i.”

T6i ngwdc nhin bac si Brooks cau cttu, nhwng chi dau co6 biét toi
dang can trg giup.

“Khong can dau a,” t6i lap bap.

Ga trinh sat buéc vé phia toi, va t6i cam nhan dwoc ban tay ga nam
lay canh tay to6i. “Néu chéau biét cai gi quan trong thi phai ké cho bon
ta nghe. Gidu giém thong tin la toi nang lam day.”

Toi cya quay giay thoat, nhung ban tay ga khoe nhv mot con tran
khong 16. Thém nita, tir ndy dén gio trén miéng ga luén nhan nhéd mot
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nu cwoi than thién dac trung kiéu canh sat, ngay gitta bd rdu mau da
cam. Néu téi khong nhanh tri thi at han da ng6i gon trén chiéc xe cta
ga r6i. Mot khi toi da vao xe, ga sé tim thiy cai vong, cudn so va doan
thong diép. Va toi cling sé bién mat nhw Charlie. Sé khong con ai di
tim to6i nhw to6i di tim né nita. Va sé khong con bat ky mét manh méi
nao ngoai cdi tén ctia mot ho nwdc & Scotland.

“Vang dugc roi,” toi dap. “Pgi chau di vé sinh da.”

“Chu dgi chau ¢ day nhé,” ga trinh sat noi.

T6i di vao bép. Chang c6 cai ctra hdu nao ca. Toi bén tréo 1én bon
rira bat va m@ ctra s6 ra. Khi dang budc qua gia bat, t6i da phai mot
cai dia dung thit ham to by. T6i v0i véi tay do lay né nhung da qua
mudn. N6 roi thang xudng san da hoa va mgt am thanh nghe nhu tiéng
g0 cong chiéng vang lén.

Dot nhién ga trinh sat xudt hién & ctra bép thét 16n, “E! Quay lai day
mau!”

“Jim!” bac si Brooks ciing chay vao kéu 1én. “Chéau lam gi day?”

T6i nhdy vot qua ctta s0, b6 mac dang sau d6 st roi v& loang
choang. Ha canh trén tham cé, t6i 16n vai vong, nguyén mot dong dao,
nia va thia roi xuéng ngudi to6i nhw mua.

To6i bat day, rdo cang phéng vut t6i goc ngoi biét thy, nhay lén xe
dap, thuc hién mot ci quanh chuan xac vong quanh ga trinh sat khi ga
nay dam nhao ra khéi ctra truéc, r6i t6i phi ngwoc lai qua tham cé, lay
da dam vut qua canh cong go, lao thang ra cong vién va vun vit xuyén
qua nhitng rang cay.

T6i chay nuwdc rat 1én nhitng bac thang thw vién, bo mac chiéc xe
dap khoéng khoa & dang sau, nhdy qua tirng 16p ctta va nham thang
quay thoéng tin. T6i thd doc dén mitc ndi khéng ra hoi. “Pdo Skye.
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Ban d6 Khao sat Quan nhu. Chau can tdm ban do Khao sat Quan nhu.
Pao Skye. O Scotland.”

“Cam on, c0 lai khong biét ddo Skye & dau chac.” VGi mot vé cham
chap kinh hoang, c6 tha thw nit trong tdi ra mot chi€c khan mui xoa
trang da cau ban va xi miii vao do. Roi lai bo né vao tdi. “bi theo ¢b.”

Cu6i cung ching t6i cling tim ra khu chita ban d6. C6 nay dan t6i
t¢i mot gia sach c6 khung mau hong. “Ro khi,” co6 ay tac luGi. “Ai
cling 1ay ra roi tra lai vao lung tung hét ca.”

T6i rat hi hoa mot tdm ban d6 va md ra xem. Mat sau la mo6t biéu
d6 quoc gia, chia theo cac 6 vuong nho. Pdo Skye dugce hién thi ¢ ban
do so6 23 va 32. T6i ré tay doc theo nhitng khung gid mau hong.

Co0 thu thw tim thay tdm 32. T6i tim thay tam 23.

“Chau mang ra ngoai dwgc khong c6?” toi hoi, rit tam 32 tir ban tay
co ta.

“Xin 16i,” ¢6 ta dap, “ban do khong thé cho mwgn. Chéau chi dugc
doc trong nay thoi.”

Hom nay khong phai la ngay nén lo lang vé nhitng chi tiét tam phao
nhu quy dinh thw vién. T6i n6i, “Chau tén la Barry Griffin, hoc truong
Thanh Thomas,” va dam dau vé phia ctta ra.

Chi dén khi vé dén khu chung cw, t6i méi nhan ra viéc vé nha la
mot y dinh ngu ngoc. Trinh sat Hepplewhite biét dia chi nha t6i. Ma
néu ga khong biét thi b6 Charlie cling sé néi cho ga biét.

To6i phong nhanh qua bai do xe, phanh lai ngay phia sau bai. T6i
bén xudng xe va 16 dau nhin qua goéc twong. Bai xe trong khong. Vay
la hodc ga trinh sat da dén va di, hodc ga chwa kip dén, hoac don gian
la ga cho rang t6i khong ngoc dén do sé quay vé nha. Pau toi quay
cuong. Néu t6i di kiém Charlie thi sé phai can dén mot so thi trén
phong. T6i chi can ba phiit dé vao nha va quay tré ra.
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T6i quyét dinh sé lam nhu tinh todn, doan chay xuyén qua bai do xe
vang hoe, dam qua canh ctta 16 xo va xéng vao thang may.

To6i chay vao nha, déng sam cta ra vao dang sau.

Toi di 1én phong minh, doc can khodan tiét kiém mudi chin bang
nam muoi hai xu trong hop thudc 14 va gop chung vao véi tién cua
Charlie. T6i kéo tit trén ti ngoai sanh xuéng mot chiéc 1éu cli va mot
chiéc tdi ngn, ro6i nhéi ching vao cai ba 16 thé thao 16n. T6i quo voi
mot b quan 4o roi chay vao bép nhét day thirc an vao cai tdi dung do
siéu thi Sainsbury: mot 6 banh mi, mot goéi bich quy, chit do an thira
b6 nau hom qua va mot hop keo hiéu Quality Street. T6i m& ngan kéo
lay ra mot con dao bam, hop citu thwong, dén pin va mot cudén day.
T6i quay lén phong kiém ra mot chiéc la ban.

Trong khi t6i dang hdéi ha, cai vong dong trong tui roi ra. T6i nhat
né lén ngam nghia. Liéu day c6 phdi la thit khién ho tim ra Charlie
khong? Cé phdi né da truyén di th tin hiéu nguén nao d6? T6i phai
thu tieu no mai duwgc. Nhung toi lai khong duwgc phép thu tiéu no. Pay
la manh moi duy nhat chitng t6 t6i khong phai 1a mot ké tam than loan
tri.

Thé roi téi dot nhién nhd ra. Nam ngoai b6 danh mat mot chiéc may
bay. Poi quan ly cong vién boc mot 16p mai ton lwgn song chung
quanh buc san khau. Cai may bay bay vong ra phia sau khién song lién
lac bi ngat, thé la né dam b6 xudng ho boi thuyén. Tin hiéu phat thanh
khong thé truyén qua kim loai dugc. B6 con chitng minh diéu d6 bang
cach dat cai dai phat thanh vao trong 16 nwéng, khién né im bat thin
thit.

T6i bén v 1ay cudn 14 thiéc goi do an duwédi bon riva, xé ra mot mang
16n va boc vai vong quanh cai vong tay tredc khi nhét no lai vao tui.

Chi dén khi da xong xudi, toi méi ditng sitng lai, nghe tiéng dong
ho tich tac, tiéng ta lanh ri ri va chot nhan ra can nha hoan toan vang
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béng nguwoi. Khong cé bo. Ciing chang cé Becky. Moi ngudi dau hét
16i?

Mot luong én lanh chay doc song lung toi.
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9
Brum... brum...

T6i hit mot hoi sdu. Chac han ho vé mudn thoéi ma. Me van & cong s6.
Becky thi & truong. Con bo thi dang...

B6 dang & dau nhi? T6i da bién mat mot lac lau con gi. Chac bo da
goi dién t6i trwong tdi. Hodc goi cho b6 me Charlie. Ma c6 thé 6ng
dang & bén d6 khong chirng. Cé thé 6ng dang noi chuyén véi ga trinh
sat Hepplewhite. Ma ciing c6 thé 6ng dang bi nhot trong mét can ham
dau do.

To6i goi vao di dong cua 6ng. Chang ai nhac may. Toi di qua phong
khach, mé ctta kinh ban céng, budc ra nhin xuéng dudi. Biét dau bo
dang trén dwong vé nha ngay lic nay. Nhung bai do xe van trong tron.

Canh ctra dang sau t6i chgt md trugt ra. T6i quay phat lai. “Bo a?”

Chinh la 130 gia trong quan an Thuyén tredng Ga. Van bd con Ié do.
Van mai téc mudi tiéu cat tia gon ghé. Van chiéc vong dong deo dudi
tay 4o so mi trang.

“Tao rat tiéc, James a,” 1ao noi giong on tén. “Nhung may biét qua
nhiéu.”

“B0 me t6i dau?” t6i dirng twa sat vao lan can, giong toi chot khan
di. “Cac nguoi da lam gi ho?”

“B6 may dang & don canh sat d&y. May da chay trén khéi trinh sat
Hepplewhite, nhé chi¥? Nhung tao do rang ho khong hé biét may da
bién di dau.” Lao lac lac dau té vé buon ba. “Con chi may thi dang ha
hi v&i ga tinh nhan lwdi tdm riva ay.”

“Ong... 6ng... 6ng...” tdi cdm thdy that nhé nhoi, cd doc va sg hai.

“Vinh biét James. That khong may, gio la lic may xudng 16 r6i.”
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To6i 1ay hét sirc lao thang vao nguc lao, lam lao loang choang lui vé
sau, r6i toi quay ra nam lay hang lan can. Co6 1é t6i phdi tréo ra ngoai
va du xudng ban cong nha ba Rudman bén duwéi. Toi bén du mét chan
len.

“James, James, James...” 1do thd dai, nam chat canh tay t6i va kéo
t0i vao ban cong. “DPuing c6 phi sttc. May c6 nhin thiy cai xe Volvo dé
kia khong?”

T6i ngé xuéng. Mot chiéc Volvo dé dang dau ngay cong chung cu.
Mot ga dan 6ng trong bd com 1é xam nhat cuc dat tién dang ding dwa
vao nap xe. Mot ga nita, cling ban mét bo com 1é xam nhat cue dat
tién, dirng gan dé, chan da da vai vién séi.

“Ké cad néu may cé thoat khoi tay tao,” lao néi, “thi may ciing
khong qua khoi cau thang duéi kia dau.”

Nguoi toi té dai. Cé vé nhuw chong cu ciing v6 ich.

Thé roi t6i nghe thdy mot tiéng 6n quen thudc. Du né cach xa vai
con pho lién, nhwng & dau t6i cling c6 thé nhan ra ngay tap ly. Mat Ro
da thdo bo gidm thanh ra. Nghe nhw mét chiéc xe tang dau dan dang
phong sau muoi dam mot gio. Chinh la con xe hiéu Moto Guzzi.

“Ta hay vao nha roi tinh chuyén,” 1o gia bau chat tay va kéo to6i
vao phia ctra. “Dé khong ai nhin thay.”

Toi lai véi tay ra bam 1ay lan can. Gia t6i gang guwong thém vai phut
cho t6i khi Becky va Mat RO chay 1én cau thang. Gia toi...

“May bat dau lam tao kho chiu ré6i day,” lao vira néi vira ndy nhitng
ngon tay toi ra khoi lan can va téng c6 toi qua canh cira trrgt vao
trong phong. Anh sang xanh dwong lai xuét hién trong mét 3o, lién
tuc chép nhay nhw dien.

T6i bam lay man rém ctta, man roi toac khoéi thanh treo. T6i bam
lay gh€ banh, ghé 14t ngta tung pheo. T6i bam ldy céi ta ly, ngay lap
titc ching t6i bi bao phu trong mot dam muwa but bi, linh kién may bay
diéu khién bang séng va nhitng chiéc dia trang tri me mang tir dao
Crete va ddo Majorca vé. Trong khi bi 16i xénh xéch qua phong, toi

https://thuviensach.vn



vOi xody ldy con dao bam trén ban dién thoai, quay ngudi lai dam
phap mot nhat vao cang chan lao gia.

Ldo im khong néi gi. Khong them kéu la. Ciing chang nhan nho.
Lo lang lang rat con dao ra, ngung lai mot lic, roi dung mot tay an
toi vao twong, ban tay kia gap lai hinh cang cua, chia thang cach mat
toi c6 vai phan. Nam quang dién quang xanh néng rwc xuat hién trén
dau nhitng ngon tay lao.

D6 ciing 1a lic cia trwede bat mé. Becky budc vao, nhin thay toi
dang bi ghim chat vao twong, la thét dit doi nhv mot con meo bi kep
dudi vao chiéc may tan.

“Gi thé?” Mat Ro budce vao theo sau.

Ca bon nguwoi ching toi ditng d6 nhin nhau trong vai gidy dong ho,
khong ai biét minh nén lam gi tiép theo.

Thé ro6i lao gia givong ban tay phéat sang vé phia Mat Ro. “Thdng
kia. Cam xia v0.”

“Lam gi di ch@!” Becky hét 16n.

Va Mat R0 chi can c¢6 thé. Ga vudt may lon téc ddy mo hoi dau khoi
mat, wdn cang nguc ra dong dac, “Chwa c6 dita nao dam cam thang
nay xia vo cai gi nhé.” Ro6i ga chia ban tay ra dung kiéu kung fu, nhdy
nhdy veé phia trwdc va gam lén nhw ké chuan bi chat chém nguyén mot
chiéc phi co ra nhiéu manh nho.

Ldo gia mac com Ié bén tha t6i ra dé ranh tay phong vé. Gi chit may
khodn kung fu nay Mat R0 hoi bi ctr. Ga chat mot phat vao canh co
lao gia, lam cho lao chdi vGi nglra ngudi vao canh ctra bép dang sau,
nga 16n nhao va mac dinh vao céi cau la quan do. T6i nghi bung, day
la Ian dau tién t6i thdy Mat RO trong sang birng hanh phiic nhu thé.

Becky chup 14y c0 4o t6i ma hét toang 1én, “Cai quai quy gi thé nay
ha Jimbo?”

“Mang em ra khéi day!” Toi thé doc. “Mang em ra khoi day da!”

“Huom da!” ba chi cwong quyét. “May phai gidi thich cai da.”
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Chang c6 gidi véi thich gi ca. Thay vao dé, ba chi t6i linh tron hai
ban tay xanh mau dién quang lén hai ba vai. Mot trong hai ga di xe
Volvo da leo 1én trén nay xem c6 chuyén gi ma lau thé. Trong mat han
nay lén nhitng tia phao hoa xanh da troi.

“0Oai!” Becky la lang, quay ngoat lai sau.

Hai vét ban tay chdy xém in ro trén 4o khodac ctia chi &y va mui da
chay boc 1én nong ndc.

“Ao t6i!” chi dy rit inh 1én. “Nhin xem 6ng dd 1am gi 4o t6i thé
nay!”

Cai mii bao hiém von dang treo ling lang trén tay ba chi, lap titc
dugc lwgn mot vong qua vai va phi céi chat vao dau ké mai xudt hién,
lam han 1é ca mat, 1do da ldo ddo r6i nga vat xuong thanh mot dong.

Becky quay sang toi lién thodng, “OK, Jimbo, may thang roi. Giai
thich sau cling dwgc. Ta chuén khéi day mau.”

“Cam on nhé,” t6i vé lay thém mot cai tii ngu nita trén ta ly.

Becky nhin cai tti hoi. “Minh di dau day? Ngoai 6 Mong Co a?”

“Cling c6 thé lam,” toi dap.

T6i quay sang va thdy céi tu lanh chao nghiéng ro6i d6 sam xudng
san mot tiéng long troi.

“Terry!” Becky hét len. “Anh khong sao chi?”

Bén mat xau xi 16 ra sau canh ctta. “Pwong nhién la khéng sao ro6i!”
Poan lai tiép tuc nhay vao cudc au da.

Becky nhdt cai mii bao hiém ctia Mat Ro 1én, viit cho t6i va ndi,
“Cam lay.”

T6i v ludn 1ay do khodc cta ga cho da bo.

Su6t doc dwong chay xudng cau thang Becky c 1ai nhai khong
thoi, “Dién ro qua di. Bién hét ca r6i.”

“Em biét,” t6i dap. “Em biét. Lam on. Ci tiép tuc di di.”

Chung t6i chay ngang qua bai do xe, va to6i cuéng cuong nhoi nhét
dong hanh ly vao cop con Moto Guzzi. Chi dén khi khoéa cop lai t6i
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md&i chgt nhé ra ga dan 6ng mac com 1é xam nhat dat tién con lai, ltic
nay han dang chay vé phia ching toi.

“Becky!” toi thét 16n. “Can than kia!”

Ba chi ngodnh dau nhin. “Troi dat, Jimbo, ddam ban may nhin tw té
qua nhi.”

ROi chi t6i nhdy 1én xe. T6i cling nhay theo. Ké truy dudi ching t6i
nhan ra rang ga cling can phuong tién di lai, bén chay ngwoc vé chiéc
Volvo do. Ching toi voi cai chot mii bao hiém.

“Chi da 1ai xe nay bao gio chwa day?” t6i hét lén.

“D1i nhién la chwa. Terry c6 cho ai dén gan n6 dau.”

“Oi troi.”

“Thi ai cha phai c6 lan dau!” chi dy hét dap tra.

Chiéc Volvo vao dong cao, rit so lui, roi lao dén cho chiing t6i nhu
mot chiéc phi co chién dau, xit khoi x6i xa tir hai banh sau.

“Gitr chat vao!” Becky hét.

T6i ngwdc mat 1én ban cong va thdy mot cai ghé trong bo ban an
bay thang ra khéi ctta s6. Thé r6i dau t6i giat manh ra dang sau trong
khi mong dit bi kéo cat Iyc vé phia trdc, va chiing t6i khéi hanh.

Véi t cach 1a mot tay 1ai hoc viéc thi Becky ciling rat ctt. Con xét
v0i tw cach la mot tay lai hoc viéc dang bi mot ga hung ton deo bam
trén con Volvo do, ba chi qua da dat t&i mc xudt than.

Chtng t6i hét lang lach lai gam ra r6i xoe trugt. Ching t6i cudi ca
1én via heé va ti ti nita thoi la ddm phai mot chiéc xe tai chd kem. T6i
quay dau lai thady con Volvo kia cling lang lach, gam ru va xoe trugt
ngay sat dudi ching t6i. Ching t6i nhdy boc dau qua mét mo dat day
cO va bay trén khong mot quang dai kinh hoang. Chung t6i ha canh
xuong mat duong, trrot vong qua mot bén xe buyt va lang trd lai
dwong cai.

Chiéc Volvo ciling vay. Khi Becky gidm toc do dé phong xubng xa
10 hai chiéu, vugt qua nha may nuwéc va kho chita sira, toi lai liéc ra
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sau thi thay chiéc xe dang rugt sat bién so cua ching toi c6 vai mét.

“Nhanh Ién Becky!” t6i thét 1én. “Han dudi kip roi.”

Chang rd ba chi 1ang tai hay la gié chitng muén thé hién tay nghé,
ma chiéc xe bong dot ngot ngodt sang bén phai, cit ngang trudc mat
mot xe tai lap truc dang bon bon lao tGi sau lwng, trgt khéi xa 16 va
dam xuyén vao hang cay trong doc dai phan cach.

T6i nham tit mat lai. Pam canh cdy cao vao vanh ludi trai nghe luéc
xuwéc, trong khi con x€ no 16ng 1én phia dwdi méng nhuw con ngya bat
kham. T6i hét sic tap trung gilt cho bita trvra khong choi dudi bat
trong da day. Boi mii bdo hiém kin mit thé nay ma 16 nén mta ra thi
chét.

Thé roi dot nhién tdi doan dwong rai day da dam. T6i md& mat ra
thdy minh dang phdng trén xa 10 hai chiéu, nhung lan nay la theo
chiéu nguoc lai. Nhap nhom mong dit, t6i chi kip ngé ra sau lan chét
va thay chiéc Volvo d6 dang nam phoi lung gitta lan phan cach, mui
xe gap gon ghé quanh mot than cay. Tro ra tir trong 16ng kinh chan gio6
da v& tan tanh 12 tdm bién d&: CAM VONG NGUOQC.

To6i bén bao Becky di cham cham lai dwoc roi.

Muai phut sau, chiing t6i do lai bén ngoai siéu thi Tesco. Becky
xuong xe, dwa chia khoa cho t6i, “Dgi & day, nam phat thoi.”

“Nhung, chi Becky...” t0i nai ni.

“Pong doi, vénh tai nghe day,” chi &y ngudy nguay ngoén tay vé phia
t0i. “Néu chi may c6 phai di ra ngoai 6 Mong Co, thi cling can phai c6
ban chdi, but ké mat, va may cai quan chén sach nita nghe chwa.”
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10
Puong lén phuwong bac

Dba trang bi du ban chai, quan chén va ké mat, hai chi em t6i lai tiép
tuc dam dau vao dong xe c0 lic chiéu muodn. T6i chi dwong cho Becky
chay xe ra lan duong cao toc, va nita gio sau thi d6 xuéng mot tram
dich vu dé kiém cai gi nhai tam, do6 xang va ban bac.

Hai dita mua mot khay day tritng 6p la, khoai tay ran va banh kem,
r6i chen t&i mot chd canh ctra s6. Vira ngoi xudng, Becky xién 1dy mot
miéng khoai, t6i tgp mot ngum nwdc chanh, réi chi &y mé miéng,
“Giai thich. Ngay.”

Toi ben thuat lai dau dudi. Tw tro doa dudi hoc, vu nghe 1én phong
giam hiéu, thit ngén ngit ky bi ctia c6 Pearce va thay Kidd, cho dén lic
Charlie hét “Spudvetch!” vao mat thay, va cudc dot nhap can gac caa
cO giao...

Miéng khoai tdy ctia Becky ctt cam litng lo & dau chiéc dia, giita cai
dia va miéng ba chi, trong suét cau chuyén cua toi.

“Vai hét ca linh hon,” chi ay thot 1én. “Moi chuyén déu la that chw
ha?”

“Chtt con gi nita. Chi thdy may ga x6ng vao nha minh réi day thoi.
Bon ho gia vo chac?”

Ba chi thd dai swon suwgt nghe nhu tiéng huyt gid, réi cudi cung
cling ngoam 1ay miéng khoai.

“Xem day...” t0i noi, tay luc sau trong tdi. Toi 16i ra cai vong tay va
mé& 16p gidy bac gbi vong quanh ra. “Peo vao di.”

“La cai nay dé ha?”
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“U, 1a n6 d6,” t6i dap. “Gio thi 1ay tay kia cham vao di. Nhung
nhanh len nhé.”

Chi ay cham vao cai vong déng va nhdy dung 1én khi thay co6 tiéng
on nhw may bay ha canh giira hai tai. “Cai quai gi...?”

ROi giong ndi vang lén. Chi dy quay ngoat lai, hét nhu téi lan trudec,
twong cé ai dang ditng canh noi thang vao tai minh.

To6i giat cai vong ra khoi co tay ba chi, boc né lai trong 16p gidy bac
va cat vao tui.

“OK, OK, OK,” Becky noi. “Tao tin. Gioi a, sg mat mat.”

T6i udng thém mdt ngum nwdc chanh. “Va em nghi la trén dé c6
gan thiét bi do tin hiéu gi d6, cho nén minh khong thé nan lai day qua
lau.”

Chi dy bat dau an tdéi phan trieng 6p. “Gid minh di dau?”

“Ho6 Coruisk,” t6i vira dap vira luc ba 16 va 16i ra xap ban do Khao
sat Quan nhu.

“H6 gi co?” Becky hoi.

“H6 Coruisk,” t6i néi. “O trén dao Skye.” Tdi trai tdim ban do s 32
lén mat ban.

“Pén day lam gi?”

“Bon em tim thdy mot bivc mat thw gidu trong hop banh bich quy
trén can gac nha cd Pearce. N6 ciing dugc viét bang cai thit ngdon ngit
ky di ho trao doi trong phong gidm hiéu ay. Trong d6 c6 nhac tGi
‘Coruisk’. Xem nay...” Toi tré vao mot vét mau xanh da troi hinh rang
cuwa ¢ ngay trung tam tadm ban do.

“Lai con c6 thém ca toa do tham khdo cua ban do6 nira.” T6i luc ra
cubn s6 Spudvetch! va doc to day so: “Bon-tam-bay-mot-chin-sau.”
Toi ré ngoén tay theo duwong ké doc xudng tir 1é trén, va duong ké
ngang tir 18 trai. “Pay nay.” O chd hai dudng thing cit nhau 1a mot 6
vuong bé xiu, thé hién mat loai kién tric gi d6, nam ngay ctta ho, cho
an thong ra bién.
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“Pugc r6i,” Becky néi, 1an nay nghe da vitng da hon. “Nhung sao
lai phai di dén d6?”

Toi nguwdc lén. “Em phai di tim Charlie. Va d6 1a manh moi duy
nhat ta hién c6 trong tay. Ma ciing la manh moéi duy nhat em giai ma
duwgc.”

Becky t6 vé chua duwgc thuyét phuc lam.

“To thong diép do - né dugc gidu ki dudi bé nuwée. Tit trén gac xép.
RO la c6 dy khong mudn ai tim ra. Chac chan la phdi hé trong lam.”

T6i ngam k§ lai tdim ban do6. Nhin c nhuv trong phim Chua té
nhitng chiéc nhan vdy. Cai ho nam lot thém trong diy do6i Cuillin.
Phia Bac c6 dinh Druim nan Ramh. Phia Nam la dai Sgurr Dubh Mor.
Ng6i lang gan nhat ¢ cach d6 hon mwdoi ba cay s6. That khé ma twéng
twgng ra noi nao héo lanh hon thé.

“May c6 biét cho nay heo htt thé nao khong ha?” Becky chat van.

T6i bat chéo hai ngoén tay tré cau may man. T6i can ba chi ho tro.
Va toi can con xe Moto Guzzi. “Nhuwng n6 la ban than nhat cia em. Va
no6 bi bat coc roi.”

“Co6 khi goi cdm t6i giai quyét thi hon,” Becky dé nghi.

“A, W, lai con chuyén d6 nita chi.”

“Chuyeén gi?” Becky hoi.

“C06 mot ga canh sat t6i nha Charlie.”

“R0i sao...?”

“Ga cling deo mdt cai vong nhw hoi ndy em cho chi xem. Ga ép em
di Ién xe, nhung em chay thoat va ga 16ng 16n 1én.”

“Thé nghia la gio 1ii c6m cling truy lung may ha?” Becky ndi.

“Thuce ra c6 khi chung dang truy lung ca hai ching minh vao ngay
lic nay day.”

“Tuyét voi lam sao,” Becky noéi. “Minh sap du hanh téi dao Skye
v6i thang em bung ra sita, trén mot con xe khong giay to, khong bang
1ai, dé di tim mot dita nhoc cé thé gio nay dang nhdn nho tan bén Bo
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Pao Nha ciing nén. R6i thi bi mot bang dang dién loan bi hiém truy
sat. Va bi lii c6ém lung bat...”

ROi t6i duwgc may man mim cuwoi chit xiu. Ndy gio ngdi man mé
mady chiéc khuy va tua rua trén do khoac cua Mat R0, t6i dot nhién
phat hién ra trong tdi 4o c6 vat gi com com, bén thoc tay vao va 16i ra
dwge mot chiéc co 1€, mot bao thudce 14, chiéc bat Itta, mot dum bong
dinh day dau nhon... va mot chiéc vi.

Becky chop 1ay chiéc vi tit tay t6i. “Eu. Do cip vit.” Nhung ding
lic d6 né bat md, lam mot xap tién loai muwdi bang roi vung vai khap
trén ban do.

“Anh dy lam cdi tro gi day?” t6i hoi. “Cuép buu dién a?”

Becky bi cam khau. Chang may khi t6i thay ba chi roi vao tinh canh
nay.

“Xau ma, nhurng ma giau,” toi n6i, bung nghi tham c6 1€ minh cw xw
hoi qua.

Nhung Becky khong them dé tai. Chi ay con dang ban dém tién.
“Hai tram. Ba tram.” Van con mot dong chira dém. “Con lgn d6i tra,”
ba chi ngoa ngoat. “Thé ma han ddm bao minh la han ket tién. Bung la
do dé tién, do hai mat, vo tich sy, ham tai, ra vé ta day...”

T6i dé mac chi ay 1dm nham mot lic. Chi dy dang can giai tda ma.
Con t6i ng6i nghe thay cling vui tai. Sau vai phut, ba chi tham meét.

T6i nhat [én mot nam mudi bang. “Ngan nay chac da cho minh dén
dao Skye day nhi?”

Becky nhin t6i im lang trong vai gidy, roi rit 1én, “Chit con cai khi
moc gi nita. Néu d6 déu cang dy c twdng bd la tao dang mau chéng
tim cach vé nha véi han, thi han lam to r6i. Jimbo, lén duwong.”

Lic bwéc ra khoi tram dich vy, chiing t6i méi nhé ra 1a con b6 me
nita, lic nay chac han hai ngwoi dang khong vui vé gi. Becky bén goi
dién vé nha. On troi ché do lwu giong noi van con kich hoat.
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“Bo6. Me. Con Becky day. Cé Jimbo & day nita. Bon con déu on.
Nhung chwa vé nha dugce dau. Lic vé bon con gidi thich sau. Bai bai.”

ROi chuing t6i d6 xang, mua hai cdp kinh ram va lai bon bon trén xa

~

10.

bém da xudong ma dao Skye van con cach xa ba tram dam nita.
Ching t6i roi quoc 16 M6 va ré xuong mét mé 16 day nhitng con
dwong dat nho hep cho tdi khi bat gap mot khu rirng g6 nho. Hai chi
em ben dau xe vao mot goc khuat khéi mat dwong, tréo qua dam cay
bui va tim thdy mot khodng dat da thoang dang dé dung 1éu.

Co6 mot tin nhan tr nha gii dén dién thoai cua Becky, nhung chiing
to0i quyét dinh khong mé né ra. Sau tat ca ngan ay chuyén, chac chan
bd me sé khong chiic hai chi em mé&t chuyén di vui vé.

Phan thitc an t6i goéi ghém gio da ngudi ngat va méo mo, nhung
mon khoai tdy nwéng va banh mit mam x6i bo lam con thira van ngon
chan.

“E nay?” Beck duwa tay chuii vun banh khéi son méi.

“Gi cg?”

“Tao rut lai 161 nhan xét vé bo.” Ba chi nhan nhé. “Tao coc can biét
ong gia c6 bi r6i loan hormone khéng. Mién la san xudt ra d6 an thira
ngon cd nay.”

Sang hom sau, chi em t6i thitc day va phat hién con mwa x6i xa dém
qua da tim dwong xuyén qua I6p vai bat. Phia duwéi hai chiéc tii nga
lting sling nwdc bun. Hai doi giay dé ngoai ctra 1éu cling nhiin bd ra
10i.

“Sao khong doi dén thang Bay hay mwa?” Becky rén ri.
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Trong lic t6i vat giti hai chiéc tii nga thi Becky chinh trang lai son
phan. Khi mat mii ba chi da dau vao day, chung t6i nho 1éu, nhoi do
dac vao cop xe, nhay 1én hai cho ng6i am w6t va quay lai quoc 16 M6.
Ngam nhin 16p dwong nhya 1ap lanh bay vun vut dwéi chéan, to6i ngoéi
mo twéng vé chan am ném ém, bita sang noéng hoi, téa nha do choi
bom hoi va 10 suéi dién.

Chung t6i an banh mi phét dau nhit & hat Carlisle va danh phan 16n
thoi gian trong nha vé sinh dé sdy ti'ng manh quan ao dudi chiéc may
hong tay. Té6i thanh phd Glasgow thi mat troi 16 rang. Va tdi thi xa
Dumbarton t6i mdéi thay ra ngudi ra nggm phan nao.

Quang canh dong qué noi day gio nhin la lung, ct ky va 16m nhém
hon. Hai chi em tat ngang ré ngtta doc theo bo h6 Lomond su6t hai
chuc dam. Bén trai ching t6i la swong mu bong bénh treo gitta nhitng
dinh doi cao vut. Con bén phai la ménh moéng hang dam séng nudc,
lan tan trai theo gi6 va 16 mo6 nhitng hon dao ti hon phu day cay dai.

Con duwong doc dan 1én. Qua lang Crianlarich, lang Tyndrum, lang
Ballachulish. Nhitng ngon do6i ltic nay troc 16¢ hon, dwéi anh mat troi
nhin hét nhw mot tdm bwu thi€p. Con néu mwa chac chang khac gi mot
canh phim kinh di.

Cap mong t6i bat dau dau € am. Chi em t6i da di dugc sdu gio dong
h6 r6i con gi. Thé nén t6i thd phao khi thady d6i nii dang thwa thét dan
trén con dwong chay xudng bién, t6i eo bién Lochalsh va cay cau qua
dao Skye.

Chung t6i ré khéi duong cai va dau xe tredc mot quan ca phé nam
ngay ven bién. Quan nay dong khach that. C6 nhiéu gia dinh dang an

https://thuviensach.vn



trén ghé dai ngoai troi. L tré choi dudi bat doc bén cang. Pam ché
canh dwgc mang ra tir cop xe dé con di ra mép nuwéc ma te.

Chung t6i xudng xe, vieon dudi chan cang moi nhtt, r6i di mua may
que kem. Lii mong bién lwgn vong vong trén dau. Mt chiéc thuyén
danh ca binh bich Iwét qua.

“Chic mirng!” Becky cung chiéc kem 6¢ qué vao kem cta toi.

“Chic mirng!” t6i tan theo, va trong gidy phut do téi quén khudy ca
Charlie. T6i nhe rang cudi vai Becky, Becky nhe rang cuoi lai vaoi toi.
Chi em t6i dang dong hanh trén chuyén phiéu lwvu mao hiém nay. Mat
troi rang chiéu, va day la lan dau tién trong doi tdi nhan thiy rang thyc
ra t6i cling wa ba chi minh phét.

Ro6i ba chi néi, “Khong biét c6 kip khong.”

“Y chi 1a gi?” t6i hoi.

Ba chi nhin xuéng mat duong da, 1am bam, “Jimbo a, bon ching la
mot 14 Iwu manh. Gid minh tham chi con chang biét Charlie c6 con
song hay khong.”

“Ping noi nita,” toi thi tham trd 10i. “Lam on dirng c6 ndi niva.”

Ching t6i an kem xong, doi mii bao hiém lai, r6i r6 ga phong tré lai
vé phia chan cau.
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11
Nuwoc buwoc tik than

T&i ddo Skye, chi em tbi tat vao mot quay thyrc pham dé tich trit banh
mi, bich quy, son moi, mitt dau tay va phd mai Cheddar. Becky rut
dién thoai va nhan ra rang noi day nam ngoai vung pha séng. Ching
toi ldc nay da chinh thitc budc ra ngoai ban do.

Chtng t0i tién sau vao day doi. Thua thét do day la dam ba ngoi
lang, vGi vai chiéc 6 t6. Hau hét la ndi non, cé cdy, hé nudc, gia stc,
nhitng dan cwu, vach da, va lai ndi non. Quang canh nay nhin nhw
Vung dat Bi Thoi gian Lang quén. Néu ban bit tai vao va nghe tiéng
gam cua con xe Moto Guzzi, thi cé thé twdng twrong ra mot chi khing
long khong 16 dang i ach 1ét ra khéi thung lling lot giita hai dinh nui
phu kin may mu.

To6i nghi téi nhitng ga dan 6ng ban com Ié dat tién mau xam nhat.
Toi nghi t6i thay Kidd va c6 Pearce. Va don gian la t6i khong thé tim
thdy moi twong dong nao gitra ho va noi nay. T6i bat dau ty hoi khong
biét tat ca c6 phai chi la mot sy nham lan, cé phai tdim ban do chi la
mot tdm ban do thong thwong, duge gilt lai tr mot chuyén di tham
quan nhitng lau dai Scotland. T6i tw hoéi liéu Charlie c6 that dang &
tudt Bo Dao Nha. Hay la diéu gi d6 con toi té hon thé da xdy ra.

Troi nha nhem dan. T6i thdy mét moi va buén ngi. Nhung toi biét
minh sé chang c6 long da nao ma ngt. Khéng phai & noi nay. Khi
chwa thay Charlie.

Cudi cung con duong lwon vong ra khéi mot ngon doi va tién thang
vao lang chai Elgol nhé bé. Nhin thady nhitng ng6i nha hai bén duong
khién long da t6i b&t bon chon. Kia 1a mdt phong ngt nha ai da thap
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den. Con kia 1a mot khoanh vudn tréng hoa. Quang canh da trd vé gan
nhu binh thvong.

Chung t6i quanh vao khic ré cudi, va Becky phanh kit treéc mot
moém cau da nho lan nho ra mat nwdc. Mot ong gia dang ding trén
cau, rita nhitng chiéc gié dung tom hum va day thirng cuén. Bén canh
ong ta la mot chu ché thudc ho ché san tai dai cup, ngo6i thé kho khe
va dwa chan lén gai tai.

Becky c@i mii bao hiém va ngira vé sau noéi vdi t6i, “Kia la dwong
phai di.” Chi ay tré ban tay deo gang vé phia duong deo uén quanh eo
bién. “Gio thi, di tim cho cdm trai thoi.”

Bau trdi hoang hon ryc ré hai mau tim va cam. Day nui in bong 1én
nén troi nhin nhw nhitng dai gidy mau den bj xé 16m chém.

“Em muon di luén bay gig,” tdi ha quyét tam.

“May sta lam nham gi thé Jimbo,” Becky noéi. “Tam dam co day.
Puong thi day da. Troi lai dang t6i.”

“Becky, chi thdy may ké & nha minh r6i day,” t6i dap. “Ching dang
truy dudi minh. Em biét ma. Minh khong thé dé phi mot giay phut
nao. Phai di gitp Charlie. Du c6 hay khéng c6 chi, thi em van di.”

“Pugc r6i, dugc roi,” ba chi cau cd, xuéng xe va gitp td6i chuyén
bét do tir cop xe vao ba 16. “Tao sé di. Ciing chang c6 lwa chon nao
khac. Me sé lam thit tao néu tao vé nha ma lac mat may.”
“Chi dung la mot chién hitu,” to6i bat tay ba chi.

“Tao la con ngoc thi cé,” chi ay dap.

Khi ching t6i vira khdéa xe va vac tui lén chuan bi xuat phat thi ong
gia rita gié tom lén tiéng chao.

“Chao budi t6i,” 6ng ta ndi giong Scotland dac sét.

“Chao budi t6i,” ching to6i dap, long day nghi hodc.
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“A, dan thanh phd,” 6ng gia ngé xudng doi gidy thé thao cta toi va
bd mong tay son den cia Becky. “Mdy dita bo dang thé kia ma doi leo
b6 a? Bém dang xudng r6i.”

“Khong. Bon nay di xem phim ddy,” Becky dop lai. Ba chi ltic nao
cling nhay cam khi c6 nguwdi nhan xét vé “bd dang” ctia minh.

“Vang. Chung chau cu6c bg,” t6i 1é phép giai thich. T6i chi mudn
chuén cho nhanh, thay vi lan Ita ditng d6 ma néi chuyén phiém véi
nguoi la.

“Pén vinh Camasunary? Hay dén tan ho Coruisk?” ong ta hoi.

Thé r6i, rat cham chap, 6ng ta dwa cai tdu thu6c 1én miéng, dé vat
tay ao vai dau vén lén lam 16 ra mot chiéc vong trén co tay trai. Toi
bwdce lui lai sau.

“Coruisk,” Becky dap coc 16c, “nén bon nay khong cé thoi gio néi
chuyén phiém dau.”

To6i c ngd lao gia sé xoc téi bop 1lay gay t6i, hodc gio may ngdn tay
phat sang 1én. Nhung chang c6 gi xdy ra cd. Lao cwdi mim, roi cuoi
khung khuc léen.

“Thoi, chic may dira vui vé,” 1do noi. “Ci¢ viéc leo bo qua mom da
trong cai dém den mit mung nay.” Poan ldo quay ngudi buwdc lai vé
phia con duong, con cho tai dai lon ton bam got.

“Cai vong tay...” toi bao Becky.

“Nhin thay r6i,” chi dy dap.

“Chung biét ta & day,” toi tham thi, ng6 quanh xem cé ai & trong
tam nghe, dang ndp sau cai gié tom hum hodc cai thuyén lat up nao
khong.

“Co thé,” Becky no6i. “Ma ciing c6 thé chi la mot chiéc vong dong
binh thwong théi Jimbo. Loai ngudi ta van deo. C6 thé bon minh bi
hoang twéng roi.”

“Co thé,” t6i dap. Nhung t6i khong sai dau. T6i biét ma. Lao gia la
mot tén dong bon cuia ching. Céi cach lao dé 16 chiéc vong. Kiéu cuoi
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khuing khuc. Nhwng mat khac, néu lao 1a mot tén trong s6 do cé nghia
la chung toi da di dung duong. Coruisk la noi quan trong.

Vay sao lao khong ngan ching t6i? Co thé lao biét ching toi sé
khong vuot qua dugc mom da trong dém t6i. Co6 thé 1do biét ching t6i
sé chang tim thdy gi khi tGi noi. Hodc gia 1do biét c6 nhitng tén dong
bon khac dang don chd ching t6i phia dau bén kia, dung dwa nhitng
ngon tay sang xanh trong ngon gio dém den.

“Nao,” Becky nhac, “con cho gi nita?”

Toi bén rdo budc theo sau.

Chung t6i khong can dén dén pin. Lao gia danh tom hum da sai lé.
Troi dém nay dau c6 den mit mung. Muoi phut sau khi ching toi khai
hanh, titng 16p may xam bong tiéu tan, dé 10 ra mat trang tron tria litng
lo treo trén mdt bién bao la. Cdm gidc nhv dang di trong mot canh
phim Con trai Ma ca rong. Nhung it ra ching t6i c6 thé nhin thay
buwdc chan minh dang dat xuéng dau.

Va it nhat ching t6i cling dang lam mot viéc tot. Loi di hep, 1é6m
chédm da, cat ngot vao mom nui doc, rdm rap, dung ditng vugt 1én khoéi
mat nwdc. Ching téi phdi luén dwdi nhitng than cay xu xi, tréo qua
nhitng tang da lan, va don dep nhitng canh gay can duwong. Bén trai la
bién cd nhin nhu m6t tdam guwong bac ky vi. Bén phai la dat da, cay coi
va bui ram n6i nhau chay vt 1én tdn man troi den.

Phia ngoai vinh, m6t hon ddo noi 1én nhw mot cha ca voi khong 16
bi hau bam. Trai dai bén trén la dai duwong, dém den va nhitng ngoi
sao. Moi thit déu c6 kich c& to khong twdng. Toi cam thay co don va
hoang mang, ngay ca khi c6 Becky dang di phia trwéc. Néu 1§ truot
chan nga xudng, ching t6i sé bi khdi nwdc bang da bén dudi nuot
chitng va chon viii mai mai. Va sé khong mot ai biét diéu dé ca.

Té hon nira la doi giay thé thao thanh thi cta t6i von khong dugc
sinh ra dé leo nui, lam cho g6t chan phai to6i phong rép 1én dau rat. T6i
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bén nhét gidy an vao trong giay va nghién rang tién budc.

Hai tiéng sau chung t6i t¢i dwgce vinh Camasunary. L6i di tré doc
xuong dwdi, va mom nui thoai thodi dan thanh mot dong cé moc tua
ta. Chung t6i leo qua mot méom da nho, thiy tredc mat la ba bién trai
dai ngun ngut. Ching t6i bang qua mot dong sudi hep, roi dat chan 1én
tham co.

“Qi!” t6i that 1én.

“Cai gi ma gém thé nay,” Becky kéu theo.

Ca tham c¢ lit nhit nhitng tho la thé. Mot tram con. Hai tram con.
Toi chwa bao gid ghé so lii tho cd, nhung nhiéu thé nay khién toi sén
hét cad gai 6c. Mot rirng thé ngoi do, véi nhitng tim dudi bong va
chom tai dai nhon, ct nhu nhay ra t* mot bo phim kinh di tén la Tho.

“Minh di tiép théi,” t6i nai.

Chting t6i ti€p tuc nita sau, nitra khé khan hon cia chang duong.

Chi c6 diéu chang nay khong con goi la dwong duwgc nita. Chi rat
nhitng da sac, tdam ma, gai nhon, cdy c6i va bun dat, lai thém vét rop
cua toi ngay cang té.

Sau ntta gio tron trwgt, vap vap, cau ban va tap ténh, ching t6i dam
phai mot 16i cut. Strng sitng treéc mat ching to6i 1a mot phién da vat
nhan nhui, réu bam tirng mang, nhin nhw mot cai miii hoa cuong
khong 16. Khong bun dat, khong canh cay, khong bui cé. Chang c6 gi
sat. Bat nguon ti cao tit phia trén dau chung toi, phién da vat thang
xuong t6i phia day 16ém chdm, ngay trén mat nwéc bién den. Trén ban
do n6 dugc ddt tén “Nudc bude T than”. Ban c6 thé hiéu tai sao no
lai c6 cai tén do.

“Chi di trwedc,” t6i néi. “Chi 16n hon em.”

“Cam on nhé Jimbo,” Becky dap. “May ga lang hét sdy.”
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Ching t6i khong cé cach nao di vong qua swon phién da. Ciing
khong thé vong tir duédi 1én duwgc. D6 déc qua 16n. Chi con cach leo
qua no.

Becky run ray leo 1én. T6i run ray theo sau chi dy. Chiing t6i nam ap
sat mat vao tang d4, tay chan duo6i thang hét ra nhu than lan nam phoi
nang, than trong nhich tirng bwdc sang ngang.

Ching t6i van 6n. Doi giay cta to6i dé di dwong trwong thi té hai,
nhung gét cao su lai bam vao vach da rat dinh. Ngan mét noi, véi dam
rong réu thi ngugce lai. Khi toi dang redn minh, dat chan 1én mot tang
réu, lac trong lwong chuyén xudng no thi no6 rach tan ra dwdi chan t6i.

To6i trwgt thang xudng dwdi, phanh lai chi bang hai dau go6i, may
ngon tay va chom mii. Tim t6i ngwng dap va hai ban chan t6i nho ra
khoi vién day ctia phién da. Nghe Becky thét 1én, t6i nham tit mat lai,
doi chd mot cu rét hién nhién xuyén qua khong trung xudng dudi kia,
noi nhitng ngon da nham nh@ xam xap nho 1én khéi mat lanh bang.

Bong dwng t6i ngirng trwgt, hai chan treo ling lang giita troi. May
ngon tay téi da mac ket vao mot khe nitt chay ngang bé mat phién da.
D6 1a mot khe niit hep, tay téi nhéi dau va chac khong thé tru dugce lau
hon. T6i c6 quod hai chan 1én tdng da, nhung qua xa tam v6i.

“Jimbo!” Becky hét 1én. “O’ nguyén day!” T6i nguwdc 1én. Chi ay
dang cham cham nhich doc song miii khong 16 xu6éng gan t6i, ba 16
khoac qua vai.

“Co6 mot ké niit,” toi vira dit 161 thi mot ban tay tdi vudt khoi khe
nit, va toi thét 1on.

Miii giay ctia Becky da lan ra khe nit. Chi dy céi ba 16 ra khéi vai
va ha né xuong. “Nam lay!” To6i nam. “Gio thi kéo.”

Chi ay kéo. Toi kéo. Cai quai cdp dodng ra hét cd. Toi quo chan
phai 1én. M6t lan. Hai lan. Ba lan. Cudi ciing, t6i cling ti dwgc chan 1én
mép tang da. T6i lai rwén ngwoi 1én va kéo. Chi dy cling rwdn 1én va
t0i dwa dugc chan con lai 1én mép da, roi nam bep di xudng, thd hon
hén.
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“Lyu dan, Jimbo,” chi dy noéi. “Ping c6 bao gid gid lai tro d6 vai
tao nita nghe chwa. Pung bao gio.”

Chting t6i dgi dén khi hoan hon réi bat dau nhic nhich sang ngang,
mi chan ghi vao ké nitt. Men theo vién cong ctua phién da, ching t6i
tom dwgc mot canh cay nho ra, ro6i danh du qua bo dat am phia bén kia
mot cach an toan.

“Nguoi Doi cua t6i 0i,” Becky thot 1én. “Pung la ngan can treo sgi
toc.”

To6i dwa tay 1én mat, lién nhan ra miii minh da chay mau khi bi dung
lam phanh thang.

“Du sao thi,” chi 4y ndi, “¢ truong lam gi c6 nhitng pha kich tinh
thé nay dung khong?”

Péao Coruisk hién ra trong sw kinh ngac ctia ching t6i. Loi di dan
xudng ngang muc nwdc bién, noi hai chi em bi mét con lach nhé dan
ra phia b chan lai. Chiing t6i bén quay lai va men theo con lach vao
trong dat lién. Chung t6i viegt qua mot u da va nhin thay ho nudce 1u 1u
hién ra, v&i vai ti lit nwéc den ngom lanh buot trdi dai hit mat.

“Coruisk,” Becky dirng trén u da, c@ nhv mot nguwoi vira chinh phuc
dinh Everest. “Ta thanh cong ro6i, nhéc oi.”

T moi phia xung quanh ho, day déi Cullin moc ddam vao man dém.
Dudi anh trang, dai nudc trung tam loa léen mot mau xanh duong,
nhing bd ho xa xam thi chim lan vao béng den nhw muc cua trap
trung doi nui. Tit trén cao hang dam swong mu quan tu 1ay nhitng
chom ndi r6i dat tan vé bau troi 14p lanh ngan sao.

Bién ca khi nay trai dai vé chan troi, twéng nhw da vi dai lam roi.
Nhung ltc nay bong den khong 16 ctia rdng nui khién cho hé nuéc
trong con vi dai hon. Hoan toan tinh mich. Ngoai bién con cé song
gon lan tan, tiéng nwdc vo vé ghénh da. Con & day, lan nwdc tron lang
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va yén ldng twa nhu thuy ngan. Pay khong phai la noi con ngudi nén
bén mang tdi khi toi troi.

“Nao,” Becky noi, “gid lam tro gi tiép theo day?”

T6i nghi dén Charlie. “Em khong biét nita.” T6i cam nhan duoc
nwdc mat chyc trao ra noi khdée mat. Ching t6i da mat tGi hai ngay troi
chi dé dén noi nay. Chung t6i da mao hiém tinh mang it nhat hai lan.
Lic dé toi cling khong biét minh sé tim thay gi khi di dén day. Nhung
toi hy vong it nhat minh ciling sé tim dwgc cai gi d6. Thé ma, hoa ra
day la noi trong tron nhat toi tirng biét dén trong doi.

“Co gang lén,” Becky néi. “Nao di lam bita t6i cai da.”

Chung t6i 1é budc doc theo bd lach, réi nhin chan trén mot day
nhitng hon da giita dong dé bang ngang qua, kifm mdt ché cam trai
bang phang. Pang di, ching t6i tim thdy mot ngo6i nha tranh do nat,
trong gidy lat nom nhw thé d6 la manh mdi cho chiing t6i biét tai sao
Coruisk lai quan trong dén thé. Nhung chi la mot ng6i nha bo hoang.
Bon bitc twong xap xé, mot 16i vao cira chinh, hai 16 ctta s6, san nha
bang dat bun. Chung t6i tréo 1én mot thdm cé phang phiu, khuat hoi
nhitng cap mat dom ngé va nhitng ngon gié ngay cang manh, sat bén
mot tang da 16n hinh bau duc.

Becky dung 1éu phia sau tang da 16n. To6i 14y ra may cai bang ctitu
thwong, khan khtr trung va thu6c Savlon dé xw ly dau gbi vdi chiéc
mii. Khi da rdc vao tdi ngu, ching téi bé banh mi va pho mai ra.

Bung da no va chan moi nhtt, ching t6i nam ngtra 1én ngam sao troi
qua néc mé& cua chiéc 1éu. Becky bit tai nghe iPod vao va dam chim
vao may cai ban nhac Tt thi quy. Hodc Chi hoai tt. Hodac Cho6 con
ngoéo. Hodc bat ky cai lang ta nhang nao ba chi vira mdi tai xuéng
gan day.

T6i c6 nhG¢ xem tén ctia may chum sao la gi. Pai hung. Ludi cay.
Lap hd. Cudi cung, toi kéo khéa 1éu, kéo tii ngt 1én quanh ¢6 va nham
mat lai.
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“U...u..u..w,” Becky rén chang theo giai diéu gi cd. Roi chi ay
ngirng bat. Chi ay thdo mot bén tai nghe ra, lac lac no, nhét lai vao tai,
r6i lai bt n6 ra. T6i c6 thé nghe thdy mdt am thanh la, lung bung phat
ra t¢ cai loa mau trang ti hon. “Héng r6i,” ba chi nhdm nhang. “Lai
hong.”

“Pong ho chi kia,” t6i hon hén. “Nhin cai dong ho kia.”

Chi ay nhin xu6ng tay. Mat dong hoé phat sang va kim thi chay
nguoc tit 1én.

“A,” chi 4y that thanh, vdi vang cdi vitt cai dong ho di. “Néng qua.”

Dau do bén trong tui ba 16, chiéc dén pin ciing tat bat lién tuc.

Hai gidy sau, ca chiéc léu dam chim trong mot vang sang xanh
duong ruc rd.
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12
Di bang duwong ong

DPay la 1y do tai sao lao gia lai cwdi khung khuc. Ba c6 dong bon lao &
ngoai nay roi. Lao khong can phai trtv khit chi em t6i. Bang hitu ctia
ldo s& lam viéc d6. O Coruisk. Tach biét khoi ca thé gidi dén hang
dam. Va sé chang cé ai ¢ day dé ctru ching t6i ca.

T6i nhin Becky. Chi dy trang béch. Va dang run ban bat. Ma ciing
c6 thé t6i mai la ngwoi dang run. Khé ma biét chac dwgc. Gid dang la
ntta dém. Nhung duwdi tim vai bat nhin ¢ nhu giita trva vay. O Ai
Cap. Mua he.

“Becky,” t0i noi, “em ra ngoai xem sao.” Toi phdi xem xem chuyén
gi dang dién ra. To6i phai dugc biét ai, hay cai gi, dang & ngoai kia va
né chuan bi lam gi ching t6i. Va néu cé co hoi chay tron thi t6i muén
chay.

“Doi chi may v6i.” Becky dut tay vao tui, rit ra mét con dao bam
c0 16n, m@ lwdi 1én va nap bén canh t6i, ké bén cai khoa 1éu.

T6i mé 1éu. Anh sang xanh duong huyén hoic tran qua k& khéa 1am
ching t6i phai dwa tay lén che mat. Ching t6i 16 dau ra ngoai va
ngudc lén nhin.

“Cai quai gi day!” Becky lam bam.

Mot cot sang xanh dwong vi dai, bé ngang to bang ca toa tau dién,
phong thang 1én nén troi dém. T6i 16m com bo ra khoi 1éu va nip sau
bong tang da. Becky nup phia sau toi. Hai dita cung ron rén ding lén
va nhom ra truge.

Tham chi t¢ cadch xa cd ba muwoi mét, to6i van cam nhan dvgc sic
nong. Cai day cot sang dang bay len t ngoi nha hoang chung toi da
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tat qua hoi hdy, lam cho nhitng vién da d6 nat phat sang choi chang
dén mitc nhin nhv dang phong xa. Bén trén dong dé nat, nhitng gon
song sang thoan thoat bay 1én khoi mat dat. T6i nam 14y canh tay
Becky dé cdm thdy an tam phan nao.

Dot nhién, c6 mot tiéng n6 bum! xé tai, khong gidéng véi bat ci
tiéng bum! nao t6i da tirng nghe, khién dau t6i ong hét ca 1én. Ca da
day lan cac ngén chan déu rung chuyén. Luong anh sang vut tat. Tiéng
bum! vang vong t6i nhitng day nui dang xa va dan dan gidam vé tinh
lang. Tat cad nhitng gi ching t6i nghe dwogc lic nay la tirtng nhip mau
don trong tai.

Khi tim da dap cham lai doi chut, t6i quay qua Becky. “Day ding la
noi can tim roéi.”

“Nhin kia,” Becky véo tay toi thi thao. “Béen duwdi kia.”

T6i quay theo hwéng mat chi ay nhin xuéng con lach nho thong tw
ho6 ra bién. Mot béng den dan 6ng dang rdo buwdc trén mat dat 16 nho
da vé phia ngoi nha do nat. Pang sau bong den la mét chiéc thuyeén tha
neo trén con lach, véi bong nguwdi dan 6ng thit hai ngoi trén khoang.

Ngwai thit nhat tién tdi can nha, quay lai vay vay nguoi trén thuyén
r6i buwdc vao trong. Chiing t6i nghe thdy tiéng dong co nd xinh xich,
va con thuyeén roi khoi bo. Co tiéng loat soat ngan tun, roi dot nhién
cot sang xanh rue rd no lai tir ng6i nha ban thang 1én troi.

“Chua 0i!” Becky keu len.

Nguoi dan 6ng vira roi da budc vao ngoi nha. Chac chan 6ng ta da
bi nwéng chin roi. To6i dang mo. Chac chan la to6i dang mo roi.

Anh sang chéi 16a. Nhitng vong sang bay viit 1én cao. Tiéng bum!
phéat né. Nhitng ngén chan t6i rung chuyén. Anh sang lai tit. Tiéng
bum! vang vong khap thung liing. Va su yén tinh quay tré lai.

T6i nghen thg. “Minh viva thady mot ngudi bi giét xong, phai khong
vay?”

“Eooo!” Becky noi. “Khong t6t teo nao.”
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“Minh phai di xuéng do,” toi noi.

“Tai sao?” Becky hoi.

“Tai vi... tai vi...” t6i n6i. “Vi dé la ly do tai sao minh dén day.
Minh khong thé ¢t ng6i day ma xem dwgc.”

“Khong dugc,” Becky dap. “Chi may khong mang may dén day dé
cho may bi nwéng chin cé con nhu thé.”

“Thé thi lam gi bay gio?”

“Cit ngoi day xem thé nao da. Xem no c6 tai dién lai khong.”

Thé 1a ching t6i c ng6i d6 ma ngd. Sudt mat ldac lau. Rat 1au. Va
viéc vira xdy ra chang tai dién lai gi cd. Becky vong ra sau di té roi
quay lai. T6i gat ga ngu va tinh day khi minh may da té dai ca di.

“OK,” Becky néi. “Minh di xem xét coi thé nao. Tao cling phat dién
1én ro6i.”

Chung t6i bo trweon nhw linh dac cong trong dém. Leo xubng doc,
ndp sau béng den nay qua bong den khac. Sau mot than cay. Sau mot
tang da. Sau mot u dat.

T6i nghi dén bo, nhé nhitng chiéc may bay mo hinh va mén pho
mai ca tim. T6i nghi dén me va nhitng b6 canh diéu da caa ba. T6i
nghi vé can phong nhé nhan ctia minh c6 treo tdm poster bach tudc va
bd xwong dau lau bang gidy boi. Toi lai nghi t6i nhitng bai hoc vé
trong lwc va Cach mang Cong nghiép. Tat cd dudng nhw da qua xa
voi. C¢ nhw nhitng diéu xdy ra trong mot ngoi lang do choi, bé ti teo,
ngd ngan va phi thuyc té.

Cam giac nay khong phai 1a sg hai, ma vugt trén thé nhiéu. Giéng
nhu khi ban dang lui buédc ra xa khoi mot hién truong tai nan 6 to vay.
Toi thay soc, chéi vai va bi kich dong manh.

Chung t6i tién téi bitc twong dang sau ngoi nha do nat va ndp sup
xuong. Va la thay, nhitng vién da déu lanh bang.
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Trong nha cling khong mot tiéng dong. Toi nhin Becky. Chi dy ciing
nhin t6i. LuGi con dao bdm loang 1én duwdi anh sao.

Chi ay gat dau, miéng ra hiéu khong thanh tiéng, “bi.”

Ching t6i ditng day nhon miii chan ra ctta treéc ngoi nha, roi nhay
vao cai 16 hong von la noi danh cho canh cira.

Bén trong hoan toan tréng rong. May bitc twong phan chiéu anh
trang. Nhitng tdm da 1at phu day bui dat. Cé dai tran lan. Mot vai bong
hoa dai ti hin. Chang c6 gi bi chdy ca. Mat dat khong bi dét thanh tro.
Ciling chdang c6 manh xac nguwdi nao héa ra than vun sat. Chang c6 gi
hét. Giéng hét nhu ltic ching t6i di ngang qua hoi chém toi.

Du c6 chét hay khong, thi nguoi dan 6ng khi ndy cling da bién mat.
T6i nhin 1én. Hay la luong sang xanh da cho 6ng ta boc hoi roi?
Chuyén gi sé xdy dén vdi chung t6i néu né lai xuat hién? Liéu ching
t0i c6 boc hoi giong vay khong?

“Becky,” t6i non nao, “hay minh chuon khéi ch6 nay di.”

Chi ay bo ngoai tai. “Phdi c6 16i ra chit. Mot canh ctra an. Mot can
ham bi mat.”

“Becky, em xin chi day.” Toi kéo canh tay o chi ay.

Chi ay hét lay giay cao cao lén mdt san, lai s m6 khap bon bic
twong, roi lung suc dam cay dai khang khiu noi goc nha.

“Em ra ngoai day,” toi noi. “Em khong thich ¢ day ti nao.”

“Puwa cai vong day.”

“Em khong nghi do la y kién hay dau.”

“Thé ha?” Becky néi. “Thé thi di ma ndn 6c ra y kién nao hay hon.
Con gio thi dua cai vong day.”

To6i dwa cai vong cho chi ay.

Va ngay khi chi ay g& 16p gidy bac ra, bau khong khi bén trong ngoi
nha hoang lap tirc sang birng 1én bdi nam muoi dom sang xanh 1a cay
10 ra trén bon bitc twdng. Mot 6 sang hién ra bén canh khung ctra ra
vao.
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T6i giat lai chi€c vong va géi vao 16p gidy bac.

“C6 cai nut hien ra kia,” Becky noi.

“Pirng co6 an.”

“A, thé nita,” Becky néi. “Thé thi chi c6 ditng ma ngdm mai thoi
ha? Thé thi lam dugc tro trong gi?”

Chi ay an cai nut. San nha dwéi chan t6i lin xudng, va lap tic toi
roi thut xuéng mot dwong 6ng tron.

“Ctu em!”

“Jimbo!” Becky thét 1én. Chi ay phu phuc xudng dat va nam ldy ban
tay toi, nhung toi dang roi qua nhanh, ngon tay chung toi bi kéo vuot
khoi nhau.

Chi ay bat day va dap dién cuong vao cai nit. Pa qua mudon. Mot
cai nap ong day cop trén dau toi trugt ra, dong sap lai cai ho va bit kin
anh sang bén trén. Toi dap thinh thinh vao thanh 6ng va la hét.

O trén, toi c6 thé nghe thay tiéng Becky gam gir trong lic danh vat
v6i cai nap 6ng nhung vo ich. Mot luong sang soi xudng tr trén dau
toi. T6i nhin ra xung quanh, nhan thdy minh dang ditng trong mot cai
ong tru cao bang st mau trang. Thanh 6ng tron min nhw kinh, va mot
bén thanh c6 m6t day nhitng niat bam, mat dong ho, man hinh, va biéu
do. Bén trén toi, cai 6ng da bi bit chadt béi mt nap mam bang thép.

“Jimbo...! Jimbo...! Jimbo!” Gigng Becky mac ket bén trén.

T6i sam soi bang niat bam. Co6 thé mot trong s6 nhitng nut nay sé
lam ctra m@. Nhung la nut nao? Va nhitng nut kia c6 cong dung gi?
An nham mot phat 14 t6i c6 thé bi nwéng vi séng hodc dap tan xuong
nhw choi. Ong c6 thé sé dang ngap nwdc. Hodc axit lvu huynh. Hodc
mot binh doan gian.

T6i bat dau thay kho thé. Co phéi oxy dang hét dan, hay la t6i bi
tang x6ng? T6i mo mam trong tii 4o khoac cia Mat Ro va 16i ra chiéc
co lé. Lay hét strc binh sinh, t6i tding manh vao thanh 6ng. N6 vang rén
nhw chuéng nha thd con t6i dau rat ca tay. Cha c6 vét xudc nao hét.
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T6i duat cai co 1€ vao tui, lay cai vong ra va mé 16p gidy bac. Day
bang diéu khién phan tng ngay tap ly. Nhitng hinh vé va con s6 chép
nhay trén man hinh xanh dwong. Nhitng kim dong ho rung 1én ban bat.
Nhitng nit bam tda sang ruc rd.

')3

“Jimbo...! Jimbo...!” Giong Becky van kéu la yéu 6t.

“Em van & day,” t6i hét 1én dap tra. “Em dang c6 tim cach thoat ra.”

To6i gbi cai vong lai vao gidy bac, dit vao tui, roi rat ra cudn so da
cam. T0i lat trang Charlie da chép lai mat ma trén gac nha co Pearce:
Trezzit/Pearce/4300785.

Poan mat ma cé nhac t6i Coruisk trén ban d6. Thi t6i dang &
Coruisk r6i. C6 thé day s6 kia cling c6 y nghia gi day.

“Jimbo...!” Becky van la hét, nhung giong chi dy gio nghe li nhi vi
tran 6ng qua day.

To6i bat chéo hai ngén tay va go day s6 vao ban phim chinh. “Bon...
ba... khong... khong... bdy... tam... nam...”

Trong nhay mat chit “Pearce” hién 1én man hinh, kéo theo mot dong
chit cai va ky tw. Toi nghe thdy mot tiéng thum thup phat ra tir dong co
dudi chan.

Toi twa sat lung vao thanh 6ng udn cong, kéo phéc mo tuya o
khodac ciia Mit R0, 1dy tru hai ban chén, hit mot hoi dai va giit cho that
ving.

Trong vai gidy, chang c6 gi xdy ra hét. Thé r6i t6i nghe mot tiéng
bum! C6 diéu lan nay nghe gan va to hon rat nhiéu. T6i c¢ nghi thoi
thé l1a thing mang nhi r6i. Ttrng nguyén t¥ trong co thé toi déu chan
dong. T6i cam thay nhu bi say séng kinh khung khiép. Quan &o toi bé
bét mo6 hoi. Toi dwa tay 1én bit hai tai, ngd xuéng san va co nguwoi lai
nhuw mot qua bong.
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Nhitng nguyén tir trong ngudi toi da dan dan b6t rung. Tai téi van
con dau, nhung da do thay buon non. Téi cham chdm dirng 1én. Tw
ZARVOIT bay lodng qua trén man hinh va c6 mét tiéng chuong kinh
coong gon lon vang 1én. T6i nghe thdy mot tiéng rit, bén quay dau
nhin va thay mot bén thanh 6ng dang truegt mé ra.

Cai ong da troi xudng tit dwdi nay. Toi dang & trong mot can ham.
Hodc mdt boong ke. C6 diéu tran qua 6 ctta m& la anh sang trang choi
chang, va khong c6 ly nao day lai l1a mot noi dudi long dat. Tay toi
nam chac ldy cdi co Ié.

Dbay khong phai la thyc. Khong thé nao. T6i nhin ra bén ngoai can
ham khong 16 trang toat. R6i t6i ngwdc mat 1én trén. Khong cé
Coruisk. Khong c6 Becky. Cling chang c6 mat dat nao hét. Chi c6 mot
tran nha trang lang min cao tit hai muwoi mét trén dau toi.

Xung quanh can phong la nhitng khung ctta so cao, to twéng. Bén
ngoai ctra s6 la bau troi den kit day dac sao. Pay nao phai mot can
nguc. Cling chang phai ham chita hay boong ke. Chac han t6i da di
chuyén qua mot duong ham nao do6. T6i dang & dau do trén dao Skye.
Hodc dang trén dai luc. Hay dang trén cai ddo hinh c4 voi nam ngoai
vinh.

Va dé la luc t6i nhin thay bon ho. Ngoi & céi ban dai gan do. Co
Pearce. Thay Kidd. Va lao gia trong quan Thuyén treéng Ga. Trinh sat
Hepplewhite. T4t ca lii ngwdi nay déu mac do choang mau tim ngat.

Khéng thé thé dwogc. Co 1€ vai phut nita la chuong dong ho sé réo
inh 6i va toi sé chay xuéng nha, noi c6 mot bita sang ngon lanh thinh
soan dang don cho toi. Sé co xuc xich, banh mi nwéng va tring ran.

Lao Thuyén treéng Ga ditng day di vé phia t6i.

“Xtc xich, banh mi, tritng ran,” toi ty lam bam. “Xtc xich, banh mi,
tri’ng ran.”

“Xin chao James,” 130 noi, “gioi day. Rat gioi la khac.”

Cai co 1é tudt khoi tay téi va rét “keng” xudéng san. Chang c6 bira
sang thinh soan nao cd. Pay dau phai giac mo.
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“Fantabangle,” thay Kidd n6i vdi c6 Pearce.

“Mockety,” co Pearce dap lai. “Parlant mockety.”

Ldo Thuyén trudng Ga nam tay td6i ma lay. “Bon ta déu nhat tri ca
r6i. Chad may dich thi la loai ching ta can.”

“Mot chang trong choai wa mao hiém,” trinh sat Hepplewhite néi.

“A tién day ludn, tén ta 1a Vantresillion,” 1d0 Thuyén truéng Ga noi.
“Bantid Vantresillion.”

Cudi cung toi cling thot 1én dwgc mot cau. “Toi dang & dau day?”

“Thién ha bau duc lun Nhan Ma.”

“Hal?”

“Cach trung tam Dai Ngan ha cua chu may bay muoi ngan nam anh
sang,” 1ao noi. “Vé hudng dam may Magellan L.6n.”

“Ha!?” Lao gia dién roi.

“Noi nay van hay bi nham véi thién ha lun khéng déu Nhan M3,”
130 néi. “Ma la cac ngwoi nham, chit khéng phai bon ta. Thién ha lun
khong déu Nhan Ma thi, a... xa hon thé nay nhiéu. Con bay gio...” Lao
xoa hai ban tay vao nhau. “Chu may chac dang thiéu nga day, néu ta
khong nham.”

Ldao xoay ngudi va vung tay qua mot vat gi nhin nhw chiéc xuc xich
do trén ban. To6i nghe thdy mot tiéng pop! phia sau lung va quay lai
nhin.

Va day la Iic t6i nhan ra chac chan minh khong & trén ddo Skye,
hodc dat lién, hodc cai dao ca voi no. Tai vi c6 mot con nhén dang bo
vé phia t6i. M6t con nhén khong 16. By ¢ con cho san 16ng vang. Véi
guwong mdt ctua mot con khi bi ép nat.

Toi ré len va budc lui ra sau.

“Durng sg,” 1do gia ndi. “N6 v6 hai thoi.”

Con nhén mat khi khong 16 tién dén gan t6i va gio mot chan 16ng 14
1én. “Nao bé yéu, bat chan ta di!”

To6i ling bang thot 1én mot tiéng rén.
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“Tén t6i la Ktop-p-piié,” con nhén ndi. “Nhung phat am xong thi
chac miéng cau cling nghién xong ca chiéc 6 t6 roi. Thoi ci goi t6i la
Britney.”

“Pi theo con nhén di,” Vantresillion ndi. “N6i sé dan duong vé
phong chu may.”

Con nhén an céi chan 16ng 14 vao song lung toi va day nhe toi vé
phia ctta. “Nao len duong!”
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13
Puoi long ngan ngiin

Ching t6i budc ra ngoai hanh lang, ré trai ré6i thang tién. T6i co hét
sttc dé khong nghia sang con nhén. Tat tat moi thit déu trang béc, tron
lang va hién dai. Khong c6 dén. Tran nha chi hoi hoi phéat sang. Khong
coO ctra. Twong c ty dong md ra dong vao cho 1ii ngwoi mac ao tim co
thé ra vao thodi mai.

“L6i nay,” Britney néi.

Chung t6i quanh qua mot goc.

“Cau dén tr Trai Dat,” Britney lon ton bwdc bén t6i. “T6i nghe noi
& do that tung birng. K€ t6i nghe chuyén nhitng ngudi thoi ken tii di.
Keé t6i nghe chuyén cung dién Buckingham va vua nhac Elvis Presley
di. Ké t6i nghe vé nhitng con pha di xuyén kénh va vé Abba, ban nhac
pop Thuy Dién lam t6i nghe ma cling nhin nhdy theo.”

“Charlie dang ¢ dau?”

“Charlie la ai?” Britney hoi.

Chtng t6i budc di trong im lang trong vai phut lién.

“Tiéng Anh t6i no6i nghe xin ddy chd@?” Britney néi. “C6 tron tru
khong? Nhan xét thanh thuc xem nao. Cau la dan ban dia. Cau an
banh put dinh Yorkshire co ma.”

To6i thay rat mét. Toi can di ngt va chang con tam tri nao ma cai co.
“Vang, co néi tréi chdy lam.”

“Qi dia nguc san nhay oi!” con nhén mit khi khéng 16 kéu 1én, khua
khua hai chan trén khong trung.

Ching t6i lai ré sang mot 16i khac va nhitng bitc twong trang gio
chuyén thanh twong kinh. C6 1€ 1a mot cau tric cau noi gitra hai toa
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nha. T6i ding lai, nhin ra ngoai, va thay con kinh hai hon ca lic méi
gdp Britney. Bao quanh ching t6i vé moi phia, la sa mac cat can coi
trdi dai mot mau ndu. Khong hé thiy cay co, ciling chang cé nuwéc. Chi
cO da, bui va nhitng miéng nui ltva. Toi quay sang nhin phia bén kia
cdy cau va thay con t6i té hon nhiéu lan. Cé hai mat troi. Ca hai déu
xanh 14 cay. Va dang cham chdm quay vong xung quanh nhau.

Toi loang choang nga ra sau va nam 14y thanh lan can dé khoi nga.
“Thé, thé day la...”

“Thién ha bau duc lun Nhan Ma3,” Britney dap. “Mu0i trén muwoi.”

“Nhung... nhung... nhung... Sao toi lai dén dwoc day?”

“Cha biét nita.” Britney gio hai chan 16ng 14 1én. “Nao t6i nhé lam.”

“Thé thi noi nay... hanh tinh nay... n6 la...”

“Dop.”

“Gi cg?”

“Dop.” Britney huo mot chan 1én quang canh tréng tro tredc mat.
“Tén goi cua no day.”

“Dop a!?” t6i no6i. “Pay la cai tén hanh tinh d¢ hoi nhat ma toi tirng
nghe.”

Britney to6 vé hét sitc bat man. “Theo ngbén ngit cua ching toi thi
day la cai tén trang trong va kiéu diém nhat day.”

“O ra thé.”

“Cho cau thi c6 Mat Trang,” Britney néi. “Theo tiéng ching toi tir
do6 c6 nghia la xi hoi & cai 16 dwdi mong ay. Gio thi theo t6i.”

“Con nhitng nguwoi kia...” toi noi. “Co Pearce va Ventre gi gi do...”

“Khong phai la nguoi,” Britney dap. “Ho c6 nhitng cai dudi long
ngan ngun va khong c6 ron.”

Toi lién twdng t6i coO Pearce v6i mot cai dudi cut ngun day 1ong 1a
va cam thay hoi bi buon non. Thé nén t6i khéng dam hoi thém gi nita.
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“A t6i roi kia!” Britney thét 1én.

Chiing t6i dirng lai & mot bizc twong trén cé ghi chit SANH DEN.
Britney néi, “Snekkit,” c6 mot tiéng pop! va canh ctra trén twong mé
ra. “Bi qua day.”

Chung t0i budc vao mot hanh lang khac. Nhitng nguoi ¢ day nhin
gan giong nhw binh thwong. Chang c6 ai mac do choang tim ca. Hau
hét déu mic quan bd do phong. Cé mdt céi 4o in chit BAC SI NAC
DANH. Mt khéc cai in XENA CONG CHUA CHIEN BINH. Con c6
mot cd6 ngwe by mic 4o phong véi dong chit CHINH MAY LASER
PEN MUC LAM CHOANG.

“Phong cau day,” Britney néi. “Snekkit!” Canh ctta bat m& vdi tiéng
pop! “Bién vao di, nhéc con loai ngwoi.” Hién nhién la c6 nhén con
cam phan chuyén Dop khi nay.

T6i bwdc vao. Trong phong cé mdt chiéc giwong trang. Mot cai th
trang vG4i rat nhiéu ngan kéo. Mot cai hoc kin ddo vGi bon cau va bon
rtra, tt ca déu trang tinh.

Britney néi, “Pi ngdy di. Khda cita day.” Mét tiéng pop! nita va
canh ctra bién mat. “Eu!” t6i dap thinh thinh vao mit tudng rin tring
toat. Toi hét 1én, “Snekkit” ba mwoi lan theo du cac loai cwong do va
ngit diéu, nhung déu vo ich.

T6i ng6i xudng giwvong, mét 1. Trén ké tu ngan kéo c6 mot cai dm
dun nwéc, mot dong tra tii va nhitng goi bich quy. Nhin hét nhu trong
nha tro qua dém.

Ngan kéo trén cung la mot thw vién nho gém cac loai sach cho con
trai: h6i ky Binh ching Phong khong, tap chi bong da thwong nién,
truyén tranh siéu nhan...

Ngan th ba tréng khong, ngoai trit mot vai vién bi mau meé to hon
bi ve mot chut. Téi nhat vai vién 1én, va lam roi mot vién mau dé. N6
khong roi ma lo ling treo trén khong. Toi dwa ngon tay than trong
cham vao. T6i c6 thé di chuyén né tuy y, nhung né6 khéng hé roi
xuong dat. C¢ nhu kiéu day mot dong xu & trén mat ban, nhung & day
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la khong gian ba chiéu. T6i tém lay, ltic buéng ra né lai treo bat dong
¢ do.

Nhitng vién khac cling vay. T6i c6é thé sap xép ching trén khong
theo bat ky hinh dang nao t6i muon. Mgt dwong thang. Mot hinh 1ap
phwong. M6t cdi mat cwdi. Toi cat nam vién vao tdi. Toi chi mong
duwgc gap Charlie nhanh nhanh dé cho n6 xem.

Charlie. T6i da quén khuay Charlie, trong long thay nhdi 1én t6i 16i.
N6 dang & dau d6 quanh day. Cé thé lam chit, t6i hy vong thé. Vay ma
t0i lai ngoi dan ra day ma mé man choi véi may vién bi biét noi.

Toi phai di kiém nd. Cé diéu ctra da khoa va toi thi kiét sitc. Dé
sang mai. Pung ro6i, sang ra toi sé di tim né. Con ngay lic nay thi...

To6i gbi dau 1én chiéc g6i. CAm giac mém mai ém ai tuyét voi qua.
Vai giay sau, t6i ngu kho kho.
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14
Miéng dinh nhé mau xanh

Toi dang ngbi trong bép v6i me, bé va Becky. Charlie cling & day va
ching t6i dang an banh nwéng ca chua thit, va thay rat, rat ngon.
Nhung tw nhién c6 ai dé lay lay vai t6i, t6i quay dau lai, m& mat ra va
hét toang 1én.

“Vac cai xac day nao,” Britney giuc.

T6i ngoi day, dui dui mat.

“Sang nay nhoc thay sao?” Britney hoi. “T6t dep ca chit?”

“Puong nhién 1a khong roi. Téi dang lac trén mot hanh tinh dé hoi
nao dé tén la Bop & trong... & trong... & trong thién ha Chudt dong
Nhay mua. Va toi dang noi chuyén vGi mot con nhén mat khi ten la
Britney.”

“D6 nhoc con tho 16,” Britney néi. “Bi di nao. T6i sé dan cau di an
sang. Nhét céi gi vao cai 16 lién thoang kia di.”

T6i bat co nang dgi bén ngoai dé toi vé sinh, réi c6 nang dan toi di
qua mot mé cung hanh lang trang, téi mot sanh tron rong 16n day ap
nguwoi. La nhitng nguwoi mdc ao phong, ch khong phéi loai mdc ao
choang tim. Mai vom cao tit va uén lwgn, nhitng ctra s6 nhin ra troi
sao, va ai ndy déu di di lai lai, néi chuyén va an uéng tai nhitng chiéc
ban dai. Nhin khong khac gi mot phong an trwong hoc vi dai, bén
ngoai la chan khong con bén trong la nhitng con nhén khi khéng 16
dang thu don chén dia ban.
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Mot bac trung nién ban cai ao so mi Hawaii hoa la canh va cot toc
dudbi ngwa tién dén cho ching t6i. “Chau la ngwdi mdéi ha.” Bac ta chia
tay ra. “Bob Smith. R4t vui dugc gap chau.”

T6i khong dua tay ra bat lai.

“Pay, cua 6ng day,” Britney néi. “N6 lam to6i ong ca dau.” Roi c6
nhén quay nguai tat ta chay di.

Bob Smith van gio céi tay ra.

“Charlie & dau r6i?” toi hoi.

“Charlie la ai?”

“T6i mudn gdp ban to6i. Va dirng c6 mao 1a toi sé bat tay cai dé ngoai
hanh tinh chuyén bat c6c nguoi, dubi day 16ng 1a va khong c6 ron.”

Ong Bob cudi pha 1én. “Bac 1a ngudi. Gidng chau. Chic chau ciing
la nguoi.”

“Oi. Chau xin 16i.” Tai bét tay bac ta. “Jimbo. Tén chau la Jimbo.”

“Chac déi ro6i phai khong,” bac ta néi. “Pi bang Luong Gia toc la
kiéu gi cling kiét cé sitc. Nao ta di lay cho chéu it d6 an.”

Toi di theo bac ta dén mot ban tron noi goc sanh. Pat trén ban la
mot voc nhitng miéng hat nhé mau xanh dwong. Bac ta nhat mot cai
lén. “Dinh lén tran di.”

“Gicoa?”

“Chau nghi dén mot loai thitc an va no sé... hién ra, thé day. Qua la
siéu viét. Xem nhé.” Bac ay dinh mdt cdi dia hit 1én trdn minh va cau
may lai nhw thé dang tinh nham bang cttu chwong s6 mudi ba. Mot
tiéng binh! cat 1én, va that than ky mdt dia tém cang cung mot vai bia
Dtrc hién lén giita ban. Bac ta d& 14y cho do an.

“Chau thir ma xem,” Bob néi. “Chau muén gi cling dugc. Bat ky cai
gi. Ngay ca d6 ngudi ta ndén mtra ra cling c6. Hau hét moi nguwoi da thir
goi cai d6 mot lan, nhitng nhitng ngwdi xung quanh sé thay kho chiu.
Thi chau biét dé, tai n6 boc mui ma!” Bac ta cwdi mot trang khoai tra.
“A, ma tin bac di. Thit chon thi khong c6 cach nao 1am cho ngon lén
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duge dau. Nao nuwéng, ludc, ham, nhoi banh, xay nhuyeén... bac day da
thr hét ro6i.”

Toi dat miéng hut 1én tran va co hét sirc tdy sach moi y nghi. Néu
khong can than la toi sé nhan dwgc moén thit chén sot do non mira cling
nén. “Banh kep pho mai mém va mit cam,” t6i ty lam bam. “Banh mi
trang. Khong c6 vo banh. Banh kep pho mai mém va miit cam. Banh
mi trang. Khong c6 vo banh. Va mot chit so ¢6 la néng.”

Mot tiéng binh! nita vang lén va moi thit dot nhién hién ra. Banh
kep phd mai mém va mt cam. Banh mi trang. Khéng cé vé banh. Mot
tach so co la néng. Ghé nhat la, so6 co la lai dwgc dung trong cai tach
Thuyeén tredng Scarlet da bi v& cta t6i. Hodc la nhin giong y hét thé.

“Nao,” bac Bob néi. “Ta di tim cho tho6i.”
[ X X J

Chting t6i ng6i xudng va t6i can mot miéng banh. N6 cé chut vi pho
mai mém vung Brie, chit vi mit cam va chit gi d6 nhw dau hoa.

“U,” bac Bob néi. “Khoéng that hoan hao, nhung” - bac ta nhin xung
quanh - “day ching phai 1a noi tuyét diéu nhat sao? Y bac 13, ta dang &
trén mot hanh tinh khac.”

“Khong,” t6i dap. “Diéu tuyét diéu nhat phai la tim thdy ngudi ban
than nhat cia chau va tr¢ vé nha.”

“Thé ra chau khong thich chuyén di khoa hoc vién twdng nay sao?”

“A. Khong hé. Ma khoan.” Téi dwa tay 6m dau. Tat ca nhitng thi
nay that la qua stc chiu dung. Bdy ngan nam anh sang. Nhitng cai
dudi 16ng 1a. Nhitng con nhén nhay mua. “Y chau la... cdi quai gi dang
xdy ra thé nay?”

“Sao, thdy chodng vang r6i ha cau nhéc?” bac ta nhai nhém nhoam
mot miéng tom. “Tic 1a, ldc méi dén day ay.”

“Vang, choang that. Hoi bi choang.”

“Ho khong thé c6 con cai,” bac Bob néi. “Bi dot bién gen gi d6.”
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“Chéu khong hiéu.”

“Nam muoi nam nita 1a ho sé chét hét.” Bac Bob néc dong tom
xuong c6 hong bang mot tgp bia. “Thé nén ho quyét dinh phai phuc
ho6i quan thé trén hanh tinh nay.”

“Bang cach an cap nguoi Trai Dat?”

“Chung ta 1a loai twong dong vé6i ho nhat. Y 13, c6 nhiéu chung loai
sinh vat thong minh trong vii tru. Nhung loai thi dai tGi bdy tram ddm,
loai thi lai trong nhw mét viing nwdc nhay.”

T6i nhin quanh phong. “Nhuwng moi ngudi ¢ day déu trong hét stc
han hoan. Chang 1€ ho khong c6 gia dinh, cong viéc, ban bé hay sao?”

“Pay déu la nhitng tin d6 cu6ng nhiét cta thé loai khoa hoc gia
twdng,” bac ta tra 10i. “Khon ddy chit ha? Ho biét chon ra nhitng ca thé
thyrc sy mé man noi nay.”

“Guom da,” toi néi. “Ching muon tai tao dan so chi véi rat nhitng
ké mé khoa hoc vién twdng? Thé c6 hop ly khong?”

“Bac nghi ho chon nham chéau vao day mat roi,” bac ta noi.

Va do 1a Idc t6i nhin thdy n6. Pang cii nguwdi qua mot cai ban & tit
dau sanh bén kia. O’ ddu ma t6i ching nhan ra n6 dwoc ngay. Tdi ditng
bat ngay day, lam s6 c6 la do6 tit tung, phd mai va mitt ban tung tée, cai
tach Thuyeén treéng Scarlet v& tan trén san.

“Binh tinh nao, 6ng trgi con!” bac Bob noi.

“Charlie!” toi hét 16n. “Charlie!”

To6i chay bang qua can phong, vap phai mdy céi chan cia mot con
nhén mat khi khong 16 dang bung chong dia sit. “Pi dau ma voi ma
vang!” no hét vadi theo.

Charlie quay nguoi ra sau. “Jimbo!” N6 nhay ra khéi ghé va phong
vé phia t0i, va trong doi téi chwa trdi qua canh nao tuyét voi hon thé.

“Charlie!”

“Jimbo!”
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Chung t6i vong tay 6m ghi lay nhau, nhdy 1én nhay xuéng va hu hét
quay cuong.

“Charlie!” t0i ndi. “Gap lai cau that tuyét qua!”

N6 nhan nhé cuoi. “Té biét 1a cau sé dén duoc, Jimbo a. TG biét
ma.”

“Cau ¢ ngay day!” t6i néi. “TG¢ con khong biét cau con song hay
khong nita.”

“Sao,” Charlie ngoi lai vao cho, “ho bat dugc cau hay sao?”

“Khong, khong, khong hé. T¢ biét bon ching da bat dugc cau. Va
ching ciing c6 bat t¢ luon. Lao gia mac com 1é dy. Va tui tay sai.”

“Thé a,” Charlie néi.

“Nhung Becky va Mat Ro, anh chi 4y vé nha kip va Mat Ro chan
bon ching lai con Becky va t& nhdy lén xe anh ay.”

“Thé a,” Charlie néi.

Co gi khong 6n. Sao n6é chang hitng tha gi hét. N6 c6 vé khong
quan tam t6i té6i may. Hay la no bi séc. Hay 1a tai ci thit do an c6 mui
dau héa. T6i tiép tuc. “Nhung quan trong nhat la, gio ta phéi tim cach
thoat khoi day.”

“That ra,” Charlie dap, “t&d nghi td sé ¢ lai day.”

“Hal?”

“Nhin noi nay ma xem. That ky diéu.”

“Hal?”

“Ho con c6 xe bay hai banh co. Té ca 1a cau chwa nhin thay cai xe
hai banh biét bay nao.”

“Khong, hdy nghe t& day,” t6i ndi. “Hay thoi ldam nham vé may cai
xe bay di. Té lan 16i dén tan day dé gitp cau tron thoat, cho nén...”

“Cau tot that day,” Charlie dap. “Nhung tG thich & day. Té thich that
ma.” Giong n6 nghe binh than, cong thém nu cwdoi lam né trong giong
nhw mot tin dé bang hoi tén gido di hgm nao dé.
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T6i ding day va vion ngudi qua ban. “Im di, do ngéc. Vi di tim cau
ma t& suyt chét. B6 me cau dang lo dén mat tri r6i. Va gio thi b6 me t6
chdc cling sap mat tri day.”

“Ctr thtr vai ngay di da,” Charlie van néi bang giong diéu lanh lung
sOn ca gai 6¢. “Roi cau sé quen ngay ma.”

T6i quang minh tr¢ lai ghé. “Ching né da tdy ndo cau roi phai
khong? Ching cho cau uong thudéc. Hodc truyén xung dién l1én nao
cau. Va bién cau thanh cai xac khong hon nhw thé nay.”

Charlie cuwdi 16n. “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén do. Tai cau mét vi chuyén bay
day théi. Tin t6 di.”

Toi cau t6i mic khong noi thanh 16i. T6i nam 14y c6 4o n6 ma lay
cat luc. “Cau von la ban t6 co ma! Cau von la ban té co ma!”

“Kia, kia, kia,” Charlie néi. Bang cai giong ngudi 16n ma bé me van
hay dung dé vo vé khi t6i gian doi. “Roi sé on ca thoi ma.”

“On?” T6i vung ndm dam va ldy hét sitc binh sinh thui cho né mot
qua.

“A!” N6 dua tay 1én mat va lui ra sau. C6 méau chay ra.

T6i day n6 nga ngtra ra san nha. Roi toi quay got chay thuc mang.
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15
Gay thong bon cau mau cam

T6i chay tGi goc sanh. Pung lic t6i chuan bi thét 1én “Snekkit” va
nhdy qua ctra thi den dom vut tat, dim toan bo sanh an vao trong bong
toi. Toi phanh kit lai, mat khong nhin thdy gi nita.

ToOi c@ ngd moi nguoi sé la hét om som, nhung thay vao do thi
nhitng tiéng 066 va Aaa ndi 1én day hitng thi, kéo theo 1a sy im ling
tap thé. R6i mot tiéng kéu vu vu va mot dwong sang trang ém diu roi
xuong ngay gitta can phong.

T6i ngwdc mat 1én va nhin thdy mai vom dan mé rong nhw mot con
mat khéng 16, dé 16 ra tran nha lam bang kinh, bén trén la hang ty ty
dam béng t6i 1ap lanh anh sao.

Béac Bob xuat hién bén t6i. “Bac thdy chuyén vira roi réi. Cudc au
da vGi ban cia chau dy. Bung la mot chuyén khéng hay ho gi.”

“Cai gi dang xay ra vay?” toi héi. “Y chau 13, mai nha va tat ca
nhitng th nay.”

“Pgi ma xem,” bac Bob noi. “Sé lam ta sttng s0.”

Tiéng vu vu da ngung. Mai vom da mé hét cd. Tit phia bén phai t6i
la hai mdt troi xanh la& cham chdm quay vong quanh nhau. Bén trai
toi...

“Chiéc pha sap t6i r6i,” bac Bob ndi.

“Chiéc gi co?”

“Chiéc pha xuyén thién ha,” bac ta giai thich. “Pi vong quanh tat ca
cac hé théng sao 1an can. Ché hanh khach, hang héa va nhitng thi
khac.”
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Mot vat thé vi dai bat dau tr6i vao tam nhin. Mot chiéc phi thuyén.
Mot chiéc phi thuyén that sw, day sinh lwc. Cé day dua ang ten va can
cdu va tén Itra va vé kim loai va canh tau va ong dan. No6 I dir troi
nhw mot tau thuy chéd dau nhwng 16n gap ca tram lan.

“Nhitng vét chdy xém kia la do nhady ra nhdy vao mién siéu khong
gian,” bac ta n6i. “Nhiét d6 cao khung khiép. Va chau nhin ra dang
tredc kia, c6 thady bo phan don dep thién thach khong, cai tdm chan
khong 16 c6 day seo 16i 10m kia kia?”

Thé roi co tiéng dong co tram duc gam lén tir xa. Ca san nha bat
rung nhe nhe.

“Khung day ch?” bac Bob noi.

“Vang,” toi dap. “Khung qua di ch 1i.”

“Pay khong so dugc vdi ¢ nha,” bac Bob noéi. “Treén ti vi khong co
béng da, con moén tém cang thi hoi bi i e. Nhung néu chau dinh danh
n6t phan doi con lai trén mot hanh tinh khac, thi day khong phai la
mot lwa chon t6i.”

Béac ta n6i ding. BPuong nhién la ding r6i. T6i that may man. Toi
van con song. T6i phdi thdy biét on mdi duing.

Co tiéng xi xi nho nho, ré6i nhitng chiéc lwdi Itta mau cam bat phut
ra tir hai muwoi dau tén lira x€p doc bén swon chiéc pha xuyén thién ha.

“Lan diéu chinh chét,” bac Bob néi. “Trudc khi cap bén.”

“Wow.”

Chung t6i ditng d6 trong yén lang, ngam nhin chiéc pha bay cham
cham qua néc nha, cho dén khi manh vay dudi cudi ciing da khuat
bong, bod lai ching t6i ngo ngan nhin bau troi dém.

Deén lai bat sang, va ai ndy déu dwa tay che mat cho dén khi quen
v6i anh sang. Mai nha bat dau u u déng tré lai, va tiéng ban tan i xéo
lai n6i 1én. Ro6i ai do thi tham vao tai toi, nghe rat ky qudc, “Do6 xi hoi
bdc mui.”
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T6i quay lai va thdy Charlie. “Xi hoi boc mui,” n6 lap lai. “Gigi dat
than thanh ma quy thién duwong dia nguc. Nhitng chiéc bo dam. Banh
kem mam x6i. T¢ van la thang Charlie day thoi. Chi can... cau ngoi
xuong noéi chuyén tr t&, OK?”

“Im di.”

“Jimbo, thoi nao. Chi can...”

N6 van la Charlie ngay nao. Du bon ching da bién n6 thanh céi gi
di nita. T6i khong thé tirc gian mai véi né duge. “Pwoc roi,” toi dap.
“Nhung dirng c6 1am nha lam nhdm cai chuyén muon & lai day nita,
khong la t& dap cau vo so ra day.”

“T@ hira,” Charlie dap.

Chung t6i di ngang qua phong, né kéu tdi ngoi xudng roi di 14y
thém thic an.

Hai nguwoi phu nit ban ké bén dang tranh cai xem gitta Robot Xe
tang hay la Robot Siéu nhan, con nao dang sg hon. T6i cam thdy that
kho hiéu. Nhung sinh vat hanh tinh Bop déu thudc loai thong minh
siéu viét. Chung ché ra xe hai banh biét bay. Chiing c6 mot chiéc pha
di xuyén qua mién siéu khong gian. Thé thi tai sao ching khéng phuc
ho6i dan s6 vGi nhitng ki su? Hodc phi cong khéng quan? Hay la ké
toan vien?

Charlie quay lai, tay bung cd mot cai vai dung day i u mén mi Y
x0t ca chua. Ngtti qua c6 vé khong dugc ngon lanh cho lam.

N6 cam cai thia vao chiéc bat, choc khudy mong mong. Nhin nhw
may dira tré con ¢ trwong ching toi, nhitng dita khong chiu an, chi
thich lam ngudi tuyét tir khoai tdy nghién va xép mén dau thanh hinh
mat cwdi. T6i muon no thdi ngay may tro tré con do va noi chuyén véi
toi dang hoang. Nhung chi can ngb6i day véi no thoi cling tot. Va néu
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né khong néi gi, toi cling c6 thé vo coi nhw bon ching chwa lam gi véi
bd nao cua no.

Cubi cling né ciing thdi nghich déng mi. “An tht di,” né day cai bat
vé phia toi.

“Khdng doi nao,” tdi noi. “Td ghét mi Y.”

“U,” Charlie n6i. “Nhung mi nay 1a mi Y dic biét.” B6 mit n6 quay
trd lai cai vé lanh tanh ctia mot ké cuong tin ton gido di hgm.

“Charlie,” t6i c6 kiém ché con gian dang trao 1én trong nguc, “t6
khong thich mén mi Y. Va cau thira biét t& khong thich mén nay, vi
lan gan day nhat t6 &n mot hop mi Y t& dd ndn oe hét ca ra. Va cau
thtra biét t¢ da non oe hét ra vi té non lén ngwoi cau chit dau.”

Charlie xoa tran, hit mot hoi sau, va nhan mat lai nhv dang bi tao
bon. “Jimbo, day la loai mi c6 hinh chi¥ cai.”

“Gi0o nay ma cau con di an cai loai mi c6 cht?” toi hoéi. “That hay
ho nhi. Cau méi 1én bay day a?”

“Thi ctt nhin vao trong bat di!” Charlie noi.

“Khong,” toi khoanh tay tredc nguc.

Charlie ding phat day va chém ngudi qua ban gao lén, “Sao cau
dan don thé!? Di nhién la t& ghét cai cho nay. Di nhién la t6 muén bd
tron. Va té da c6 mot ké sach thién tai. Nhung cau da pha hong tat ca
chi vi cai dau mit ddc can mai cta cau! Nhin vao cai bat ngay khong
thi bao!”

T6i nhin xudéng. Nhitng chit cai lam bang khu6n mi sap xép theo noi
dung sau:

“A,” t6i n6i. “Vi thé ma cau gia vo cu xtt ky quic thé.”
“Vang,” Charlie mia mai dap. “Vi thé ma t¢ cw x nhw thé day.”

“Tai vi cau muén bon ching nghi cau thich & day.”
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“Vang,” Charlie mia mai dap. “Tai vi t& mudn bon ching nghi t&
thich ¢ day day.”

“Thé thi,” t6i ndi, “diéu gi sé xay ra néu cau khong thich ¢ day?”

“Tong ta vao khong gian?” Charlie dap. “Hodc ném ta vao lam thic
an cho cai may nghién nao d6? Lam sao t& biét duwgc. Nhung vé co
ban, sé bat dau v@i viéc mot vai con nhén trang bi day du 16i ta di xénh
xéch, mac ta la hét. Nhw thé kia kia.”

N6 tré qua vai t6i. Toi quay lai. Thuyén trudng Ga hay con goi la
Bantid Vantresillion dang ditng & goc phong, ban chiéc 4o khodac tim,
c6 hai con nhén khi ditng hai bén. Hai con nhén doi mii bdo hiém, vac
theo nhitng cay gay thut bén cau mau da cam.

“Bat lay chung!”

Hai con nhén b6 nhao t6i chd ching toi.

“Chay mau!” Charlie ho.

Chung t6i vira nhdy, vira tranh. Chung t6i trugt trén nhitng chiéc
ghé dai va phi than qua tirng chiéc ban. T6i khién mot phu nit w6t sting
trong sip nam. Charlie ha canh xu6ng mot bat banh mat duwong. Mot
con nhén gio cay thut bon cau lén va chiu chiu phéng ra mot tia laser
swgt qua chan t6i, lam chay xém 6ng quan bo. Charlie tranh duoc tia
thi hai, tia nay lam boc chay b toc mot ké ham mo khoa hoc vién
twong, dang ng6i an kem ly thap cam.

“Nhitng thi vui vé dém nay that la thich!” mot con nhén hét 1én.

“Nhu choi xe dién dung!” con con lai hét tra.

Bang cach nao do, ching toi cling xoay x& dwoc tGi cira chinh. Toi
hét, “Snekkit!” bitc twong ma ra va chung toi phong ra hanh lang.

Phdi néi la hai dira t6i cling ctr ra phét. Ca doi ching t6i chwa bao
gio chay nhanh dén vay. Co6 lic t6i x6 mot ga béo ra khoi cai xe bay
hai banh, va hai dita cuing nhay 1én, nhung chiéc can diéu khién nhin
nhw mot qua ca chua, t6i nao co biét dung, va thé la cai xe rét xudng,
ca lén mat san rin rit. Ching t6i bén nhay khoi xe va tiép tuc thao than.
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Va duong nhién la bi ching bat. Chiing cé nhiéu chan hon, chwa ké
moén vii khi thut bon cau ti than. Téi nghi bon ching khong ban cho
chiing t6i thiing 16 cho khai bay da la may lam ro6i. Khi ching t6i ditng
lai, vita mé&i chong tay Ién dau goéi hon ha hon hén thi ngay gidy lat
sau, chan tay da bi khoa chdt citng boi nhitng cai chan mau nau 16ng
1a. LG nhén nhin thé ma khée gdm. Con hoi thd thi kinh khung khiép.

“Xoi ngay ching di thdi!” mot con nhén néi. “An séng! Cho né
turoi!”

“Pirng c6 tdy may!” con kia néi. “Ta dau c6 mudn bi chich dién.”

“Khong,” con dau tién dap. “Ta dau c6 muon bi chich dién.”

Vantresillion xuat hién sau hai con nhén. “Pwa ching dén nha
giam.”

“Cac nguoi dinh lam gi chung t6i?” Charlie hoi.

Vantresillion cuwdi 16n roi quay mat buéce di.

“Bi nao, 1 khi troc nay,” con nhén dau tién noi.

Chung t6i bi cong kénh trén khong trung, hai con nhén hoi ha chay
nhu bang, chang them dé tam dén hai dita t6i bi quang quat tung hing,
va ca dau vao twong khi chiing ré qua cac goc.

Ba phit sau, ching “snekkit” cho mdt cai ctra m& ra, roi vitt chiing
toi vao mot can phong nho, roi lai “snekkit” cho cita dong sap lai.

Can phong nay that khac la, khong c6 mau trang ma lai hon hgp
xam, den va nau. Twong lam bang chat gi nhw xi mang, hinh nhw da
khong dwgc co rita hang may tram nam r6i. C6 nhitng vét nau nhép
nhap chdy dong trén twong, va trong goc phong lu It mot dong rac
rwdi cam giac chang khac nao c6 sinh vat gi vira méi lia doi ¢ do.

“Tuyét lam,” Charlie ndi.

Chtng t6i im lang hoi lau.

T6i hit thd sau. “Xin 16i nhé, la 16i & t6.”

“Khong sao,” Charlie néi. “T¢ tha thit cho cau day. C& coi nhw thé
di.”
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Chung t6i lai tiép tuc im lang hoi 1au nita.

“Thé céi ké sach do la gi?”

“Ké sach nao?” Charlie héi.

“U,” tdi néi. “Cai ké sach thién tai dy. Céi ké sach t& da 1am héng
v6i cai dau dot dac can mai ay.”

“A, cai d6 ha,” Charlie néi. “Thi, néu cau dit mdy miéng dinh lén
tran va that tap trung nghi, cau c6 thé hoa ra nhitng bong bap cai
Brussels phat n6 dwgc nhw lyu dan ay.”

“R0i sao...?”

“T¢ dang tich trlt ching,” Charlie dap. “Dé xay kho vii khi chién
dau ma tau thoat chit.”

“Thoat di dau?” t6i hoi. “Minh dang & cach Trai Bat bay muoi
nghin ndm anh sang. Trr phi cau héa ra dugc may cai banh ga té6 den
c6 kha nang bién thanh tau vii try.”

“Puwgc roi,” Charlie n6i. “Khoéng viéc gi phai mia mai nhau thé. it ra
t¢ cling dong ndo day chi.”

Bén kia twong chot vang len mot am thanh ken ket, nhu bao trudc
diém chang lanh.

“Chac la may nghién day,” Charlie néi. “Thoi, nhan thé, t¢ cam on
cau da dén giai ctru t6.”

Toi gat dau. “Khong c6 gi. Y t6 13, rd rang t§ cling ching con lya
chon nao khac. Cau la ban t6 ma li. Thém nita, t& cling nhd cau.”

“U, t& ciing thé. Té nghi néu cau khong xuat hién chic t& s& phat
dién Ién mat. Ai ai cling néi rat mot chu dé Chién binh Luwdi kiém,
hodc 1ai nhai ngon ngit Vogon.”

T6i khong r6 hai dita bi nhot trong xa lim bao lau. Pén thi lic nao
cling sang ryc, con dong ho da trd nén vo tac dung tir khi ching toi dat
chan lén hanh tinh Bop. Ching t6i tan déc vé con nhé Megan Shotts
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va Il cao cao cda né. Vé doi bit tat in hinh nguwoi tuyét ctia thay
Kosinsky. Vé kem ca hoi, miit dau tay, va banh kep phd mai Cheddar.

Nhung nghi ngoi vé qué nha lai lam ching t6i rau ri. Thé nén hai
dita bén 14y miii giay vach bui ban trén san nha dé choi co ca r6. R6i
thi nhau ké tén tat ca cac nwdc trén thé gigi. Duy c6 diéu, ching t6i c
nghi dén viéc minh sap bi lam thit, nén hoi thiéu tap trung.

Mudi gio troi qua. Hodc hai muoi. Ba muoi cling nén. Ba tham mét,
ching t6i c6 nam xudng chgp mat, nhirng nam trén cai 16p nau nhay
nay ma nghi ngoi dugc qua ciing khé. Thé la chiing t6i lai ding day.
Va roi t6i luc thdy mét khong thé chiu dwgc nita, ching t6i ké quach
cai 16p ndu nhay, nam bét xuéng ngu kho kho.

Ngu chua duge bao lau thi hai con nhén khi khac vao danh thuc
chiing t6i. Ma c6 khi van la cdap ban nay. That khé phan biét.

“Van dong ti di nao,” mot con noi.

“Khan trwong di!” con kia noi.

“Cac nguoi dinh dua bon ta di hanh hinh bay gio hay sao?” Charlie
héi.

“Hu ra,” mot con néi. “Thang nay théng minh day.”

“Chung ta la nhitng nha vo dich,” con kia hat. “Nhung bon may thi
khong.” R6i n6 cuwdi khodi tra.

Chung t6i chong cu trong chdéc lat, nhung chang ich gi. Chung troi
chat 1ay chan tay roi nhac bong chiing t6i qua dau va vac xuéng hanh
lang.

Nam phut sau, ching t6i bi ap giai vao trong mot van phong hién
dai trang toat, v6i nhitng cai cdy cao su xanh xa troi, va Bantid
Vantresillion ngoi sau mot cai ban lam viéc. D6i nhén mat khi vt
ching t6i xudng san.

“Cho bay lui,” Vantresillion n6i, va d6i nhén thoan thoat ra ngoai.
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“Charles nay...” Vantresillion noi. “James nay...”

“Cac nguoi dinh giét ching t6i hay sao?” Charlie ditng day.

“Khong,” Vantresillion noi.

“Nhuwng 1i nhén,” t6i dap, “ching néi rang...”

“Khiéu hai hwdc cta ching hoi bi ky di,” Vantresillion noi.

«A”

“Thwong thi bon ta sé giét may dita,” Vantresillion néi. “Nhung ta
lai nghi mdy diva c6 thé gitip bon ta.”

Trong long toi nhu trut dugc ganh ndng ngan can, trong giay lat moi
thit c@ chuénh chodng ca 1én. Nhuwng Charlie van giit dwgc vé binh
than. “Pugc lam,” né néi. “Vay thi ct n6i xem nao. Ching t6i cling
thich giup do ngwoi khac, phai khong Jimbo?”

“0, gi co?” t6i hoi. “A, diing roi. Chiing t6i rat thich giip ngudi
khac.”

“Hurm,” Vantresillion néi. “Ta dang gap rac. Ct moi lan mot Giam
Sat vién di t6i ddo Skye dé tré vé Bop thi ta lai bi mat lién lac v6i ho.”

“Dop,” Charlie khtic khich cuwoi. “Lan nao nghe t¢ cling khong nhin
duwoc cuoi.”

“Charlie...?” t6i nhac.

“Gi?”

“DPing c6 té vé bat lich sy vé hanh tinh cia ho nhu thé duwgc
khong?”

“Phai r6i,” Charlie dap. T6i nghi chac n6 cling thdy hoi chuénh
choang mot ti.

“Va ta c glri ai xuong do6 tim ho, thi ta cling mat lién lac vdi ngudi
do6 ludn.”

“Chac la do quan doi r6i,” Charlie néi. “Hodc canh sat. Ciling c6 thé
ca hai.”

“Nhung lam gi c6 ai biét gi vé Luong Gia toc,” Vantresillion nghién
rang.
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“Nhiéu nguoi biét chit,” Charlie néi. “Jimbo ké v&i moi ngwoi ma,
dung khong Jimbo?”

“T& noi luc nao?”

“Khong sao dau,” Charlie. “Cau khong can phai gitt bi mat nita
dau.”

“U dlng 16i,” t6i dap. T6i nao cé biét Charlie dang gid tro gi,
nhung vi chang nghi ra cach nao khac nén t6i danh a dua theo. “Vang.
Chuing t6i c6 mot cuén s6. Va mot tdm ban do, cong thém may thit
khac. Kiém duwgc tir can gac caa co Pearce. Va t6i dua cho bo me xem
roi. Thé nén gio tat ca bon ho déu biét vé cai Luong Gia toc gi gi do.”

“May no6i dbi,” Vantresillion néi.

“Ldy danh duw ctia hwéng dao sinh,” Charlie gio ba ngoén tay giita
1én. “Néu néi diéu thi t6i v& tim ma chét.”

Nghi cho cung thi n6 cling n6i ding day chi. Becky da nhin thay
Luong Gia toc. Chi ay sé di bao canh sat. Dén gid chac ho dang vay
nhw kién quanh khu vire do réi cling nén. Xe tang, day kém gai, cac
tay sung thién xa.

“T6i doan chac rang ngay khi troi 1én mat dat ho da bi ban tiéu tung
r6i,” Charlie néi. “Tai vi ho la nhitng nguwdi ngoai hanh tinh cé duoi.”

“Ta dd mat nam Giam Sat vién roi,” Vantresillion ham ham. “Thém
mot nguwoi nita ta thé sé khong dé cho mot dira nao song sot trén cai
hanh tinh t6i tam chat hep cua tui bay.”

“Ong dua ddy a?” Charlie mim cudi.

Vantresillion chém nguwoi ra tredc va kéo mdot chiéc hop den ra gitra
ban. Trén hop la mot day nut bam. Lao dat ngén tay 1én nat mau dé.
“Ta nhan mot phat,” 130 ndéi, “la hanh tinh cia hai dita sé n6 tung.
Khong con thap Eiffel. Khong con Van ly Truwong thanh. Chi con mot
dam thién thach bdc khoi trong vii tru.”

“Con may nut kia?” Charlie hoi. “Cé dung dé pha ca phé sita dugc
khong?”
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T6i quay sang gam ghe né. “Co gang cu xt cho nha nhan chut di,
OK? Nhd& ong ta noi that thi sao.”

“Xem day,” Vantresillion noi. Lao quay ghé, va trén twong hién ra
mot man hinh, ¢ trung tam la hinh anh mot hanh tinh. Nhin hao hao
sao Tho, véi may cai vong xung quanh va ba mat trang vé tinh. “Khu
Bdy,” lao n6i. “Trén hanh tinh nay bon ta ciing dat m6t Luong Gia
toc.” Roi 1ao nhédn cai nit mau vang, va toan b hanh tinh phat n6 tan
tanh thanh m6t qua cau Itva khong 16.

“Quy than oi!” Charlie thot 1én.

Hanh tinh no tiéu tan trong choc lat. Chi con mét dam thién thach
boc khéi va ba mat trang nho nhoi dang buon ba tr6i dat vao chan
khong.

“Chua o01i,” t6i noi. “Trén hanh tinh dé c6, tm, c6 nguoi khong?”

“Co chw,” Vantresillion n6i. “Nhung ching nhin hét nhw loai séc
chudt, lai rat ngu si nén ta khong thich ching cho 1am.” Lao 16i twr
ngan ban ra hai chiéc vong dong va vitt vé phia chiing t6i. “Peo vao.”

Chtng t6i deo vong vao. Lao nhan cai nut thit ba va hai chiéc vong
bat dong chat lai.

“Qai!” Charlie kéu lén.

To6i c6 g& cai vong ra khoi tay, nhung n6 da co lai va khong cé cach
nao thao ra duoc nira.

“Hai dita di Luong Gia toc xuéng dé,” Vantresillion néi. “Hay noi
chuyén véi bat ky tén chi huy ngu xuan nao duwéi dé va bao rang bon
ta muon lay lai nguoi.”

“Nhung...” Charlie n6i. Toi c6 thé nghe thiy ca tiéng banh 10 xo
quay loc xoc trong ndo no. “Ho sé khong tin chiing t6i dau. ‘Trai Dat
sap bi cho n6 tung day.” Nghe khong thuyét phuc lam phai khong?”

“Thé thi c6 ma thuyét phuc,” Vantresillion n6i. “Snogroid!”

Ctta m& va mot con nhén lat dat chay vao. Lao ném cho con nhén
mot cai vong nita. “Peo vao.”
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Con nhén deo vao va cai vong bat dong lai khit khao. “Cha cha la
dep mé hon,” né néi. “Va vira khit khin khin.”

Vantresillion quay sang chiing t6i. “Tui bay c6 nam phit. R6i dung
chiéc vong goi cho ta. Néu lic d6 con chwa gidi quyét xong van deé thi
thang Charles sé hoa ra thé nay day.” Lao nhan nut xanh 1a cay. Mot
tiéng no 16n kém theo tiéng la that thanh vang 1én. Con nhén bung
chay phirng phirng, va ca phong tran ngap khoi nau lan mui 16ng chay.
Khi khoi tan, trén san nha con lai mot vong nho noi den duia va chiéc
vong khoa chat, van sang anh I1én bai sitc nong.

“P6, diéu do sé khién ching thay do6i suy nghi,” Vantresillion néi.
“Thém nam phut nita la ta sé lam y hét nhuv vay vGi James. Va sau do
don gian la ta sé mat kién nhan va nhan cai nit dé. Roi ta sé nhan cai
nat cudi cung va nhdm nhap mat tach ca phé sita ngon lanh.” Lao cudi
pha Ién mot luc 1au, chac nghi rang viéc nay buén cuwoi lam. “Gio thi
theo ta.”
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16
Khic cii san sui to twéng

Vantresillion sdi budc doc hanh lang, hai dita t6i chay theo 1do muon
hut hoi. Lao vac theo cai hop day nat bam, con ching t6i dang deo hai
chiéc vong nén du c6 thao chay ciing vo ich.

“Thoi,” Charlie n6i. “Lac quan lén. Du sao thi ta cling sap dugc vé
nha ro6i.”

“Chi c6 diéu ta sé dugc vé ding nam phuit ro6i tan tanh than xac.”

“Khong,” Charlie dap. “La t@ tan xac m@i dung. Con cau dugc them
nam phut nita.”

“Tuyét qua nhi. Lam t& thdy dé chiu hon nhiéu day.”

“Biét thé nao dwgc,” Charlie néi. “Ngai téng tw 1énh Oi A nao d6
biét dau sé tin 10i chiing ta n6i.”

“Sé chang ai tin ching ta dau,” toi dap. “Veé bat c diéu gi.”

“Vao di,” Vantresillion noi. “Snekkit.”

Canh ctra trén tvong ma ra, va chung téi bwdc vao can nha kho 16n
trang toat ma toi thay khi md&i tGi noi. Tran nha trang viit 1én hai muoi
mét trén dau. Nhitng khudn cita s cao tit nhin ra tham trdi sao. Va
cling nhu lan truéc, cd Pearce, thay Kidd va trinh sat Hepplewhite
dang ng6i bén chiéc ban dai, trong b do choang tim.

“Tidnol,” Vantresillion noi. “Basky dark.”

“Crispen hooter mont,” co Pearce ditng day dap. Roi co ta budc vé
phia chiing tdi. “Ai cha cha. Hbéa ra may dita nay lai khong phai do vo
tich sy. Cling dang ngac nhién day.”

“Rat san sang dugc gitp do,” Charlie dap.
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“Pi vao khoang Ludng Gia tdc,” Vantresillion ra 1énh. “Va nhé cho
ro. Nam phut. Thang Charles sé tiéu tung. Mwoi phit. TGi lwot thang
James. Va sau d6 ta sé nhanh chéng, rat nhanh chéng chan ngay cai li
ching may.”

Lao xua ching t6i vé cai 16 kin hinh tryu. “Vao trong. Ca hai di¥a.”

“Sé hoi bi nghet thg vi stc ép day,” Charlie than.

“Gio nay ma con lo bi nghet thd,” Vantresillion noi.

T6i budc vao trong. Charlie buéc theo sau. Vantresillion day chiing
toi mot phat, roi thém mot phat nita manh hon. Tiép d6 lao ho,
“Snekkit,” va canh ctta tron khép sap lai sau lwng chung toi.

“That chat day an toan nhé,” mat Charlie ép sat tai t6i. “Cira khoang
lai vé ché do tw dong.”

“Gio ta lam sao day?” toi hoi.

“B6 tay cham com,” Charlie dap. “May man ra thi mot ga linh nhay
du nao do sé thu tiéu minh bang mot khau chong tang ngay khi minh
troi 1én khéi mat dat.”

ROi tiéng bum! né vang, dau t6i nhu bi ai mang gay bong vo nén
vao gitta dinh. T6i dua tay 1én bit chat hai tai, moi phan t& trong co thé
déu rung lén ban bat. Quan 4o t6i nhé nhai mo hoi, va toi thay say
song kinh hoang. Charlie chac cling dang bi say, vi né da non thang
mot bai xudng lwng t6i, boc mui néng nac.

R6i nhitng phan tir trong co thé t6i bat dau ngirng rung, va cam giac
non nao ciing dan bién mat. Charlie néi, “Xin 16i cau nhé,” va twr
ZARVOIT bay lodng qua man hinh bé xiu nam sat mat to6i. Mot tiéng
kinh-coong nhw tiéng chudng ngan 1én, nap khoang lai trugt ma, va
chung toi tw tv dwgc nang leén bén trén.

Anh ning. Tbi thay ning chiéu chan hoa. Troi 1én thém chit nita, tdi
thdy nhitng dinh nui xa trap trung. Va ca cé xanh. La co thuc sv ay.
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Thé ro6i t6i thdy mot sinh vat quai g& dang ditng san bén trén, voi
mai téc roi bu, déi mat trirng tritng dién dai, va hai tay nam chat mot
khtic cti san sui to dai twéng. N6 rong 1én hét nhw Tarzan trong bay
vuon, mua tit khiic cai va giang thang xudng vai Charlie. Charlie la
hét, nghiéng ngwdi nga lan xudng tham co, hai tay 6m chat lay vai.

Thé ro6i cai hinh hai véi mai toc réi bu, déi mat trirng trirng dién dai,
va khic cui san sui to dai twéng thot 1én, “Jimbo!” va t6éi chgt nhat ra
do chinh la Becky.

“Pung danh em!” toi thét 1on.

“May vé roi day a!” Becky thét trad lai. Chi ay vo6 ldy t6i ma 6m
cham vao long, hét nhu khi t6i méi tim thay Charlie trong sanh an. T6i
cling vo lai chi &y va 6m chat. Ca doi toi chwa c6 lic nao gap ba chi
ma thay hoan hi nhuw Iic nay.

“Cai thang em cung nay!” chi dy thot 1én.

“Ra la chi da dgi chung em,” toi dap.

“Di nhién la tao phdi dgi r6i,” Becky noi. “Néu khong thi lam cai
gi? Vé nha dé bé me lam lau tao vi da lac mat may a? Nhung Chuda oi,
may chui ra tir cai 16 nao day? Sao lung lai bé bét nén mra thé nay?”

R6i t6i chgt nhd ra. “Em sé gidi thich moi viéc sau. Bon em phai
tim cach ngan chan khong cho Trai Pat bi n6 tung.”

“Ha!?” Becky ha hoc miéng.

T6i nhin ddo dac xung quanh. “Tai sao chang cé quan doi hay canh
sat gi ¢ day thé nay?”

“May lam nhdm cai quai gi thé?” Becky ndéi. “Ci binh tinh lai va
noi tao nghe dita nao da lam gi may.”

Giong Vantresillion vang lén trong dau t6i. “Thé nao ha James, tinh
hinh sao r6i? Con ba phut nita. Ta dang ngo6i go ngon tay day. Chu
may dang ndi chuyén vdi tén lanh dao day chi ha?”

T6i an vao chiéc vong tay. “Um. Vang. T6i dang néi chuyén véi
nguoi lanh dao day. Ching t6i dang bac bac gidi phap. Sap xong roi.”
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T6i nhac ngdn tay khéi chiéc vong.

“May dang noi véi ai day?” Becky hoi.

Charlie € am ditng day. “Pau qua di mat.”

“Xin 16i nhé,” Becky néi. “Chi c* nghi may la dong bon cua
chuang.”

“Chi Becky. Wow. Dung la chi r6i,” Charlie dap. “Em that khong tai
nao nhan ra chi trong cai man cai trang thanh ba tién st nay.”

Tbi quay ra Becky. “Y chi néi dong bon ctia ching 1a sao?”

“Thi céi luéng sang xanh dé lai 16a 1én,” Becky dap. “Cé tiéng no
bum!, thé 1a tao 1én t&i va dap tdi tap vao dau chuing, r6i tréi ching lai
viit sau tang da 1én dang kia kia. Chiing chui ra tir cai 16 nao vay?”

“A,” Charlie néi. “Héa ra chinh chi 1a nguyén nhan lam cho chiing
bi mat lién lac v&i nhau. Qua la thién tai. Nén van minh ngoai hanh
tinh siéu viét bi danh bai b&i mot thiéu nit véi mét cay gay.”

“Charlie,” t6i nhac. “Pirng 1dm nham nita. Minh khéng con nhiéu
thoi gian dau.”

“A, it nhi,” Charlie dap. “Quén khudy di mét. T van con dang
choang vang. Ciing chi vi bi hanh hung day.”

“Khong canh sat,” toi noi. “Ciing chang quan déi. Gio ta phdi lam
cai quai gi day?”

Giong Vantresillion lai vang 1én trong dau t6i. “Con hai phtt nita.
Ta bat dau sot ruot roi day.”

Charlie dang 6m dau di vong vong. “OK. Nghi di nao... Nghi di...
Nghi di...”

“May van chua tra 10i tao,” Becky nhac.

“Tra 10i cai gi?” toi hoi.

“Gioi a, may da cudn xéo tGi cai x6 xinh nao? Con tao thi ket ciing
¢ day da sau ngay roi, chi cam cy bang nwdc ho va nha keo Quality
Street.”

“S4u ngy co a?” tbi hoi.
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“Chu gi,” Becky dap. “Sau ngay.”

“Budn cudi nhi, em c¥ nghi minh méi di duwgc mot ngay thoi. Chac
may thit khong gian thoi gian da 16n tung pheo hét ca.”

Becky bau lay vai t6i ma hét 1én, “May da di dau thé hé gioi?”

To6i hit mot hoi sdu. “Dop. N6 & trong thién ha bau duc lun Nhéan
ma dy. Céach trung tam dai Ngan ha bdy muoi nghin nam anh sang. bi
vé hudng dam may Magellan Lén.”

Becky lac dau. “Phai cho may di bac si th6i.”

“Con mot phut niva,” Vantresillion noi.

“Becky,” toi n6i. “Nghe em day. Viéc nay rat hé trong. Kha nang la
trong khodng nam muoi gidy nita, Charlie sé bi n6 tung.”

Becky nhin t6i cham cham, miéng ha hoc.

“Nam phtt sau d6 em ciing sé bi n6 theo. Vi thé nén em chi muén
néi rang em yéu chi nhiéu. Va dirng c6 ding gan em qua. Chi may
phtt nita la... thoi, t6t nhat la dirng nén nghi dén viéc doé.”

“Ba muoi giay...” Vantresillion noi.

Toi budc t6i Charlie, “Cau la nguwoi ban tét nhat trén doi, co biét
khong ha? Va té cling yéu cau nita. Nhung khong phdi yéu theo kiéu
bon con gai dau nhé.”

“Co6 im di khong nao!” Charlie gat.

“OK, OK, dwoc roi,” t6i ty ai dap.

Charlie dung tay vao chiéc vong. “Ngai Vantresillion...?”

To6i cling nhan tay vao vong dé nghe.

“Sao?” Vantresillion cam cau.

Yén ling trong chéc 14t. “Co ric réi roi. O day c6 mot ong canh
sat.”

“Thé thi sao ma rac roi?”

“Tai vi, 'm, néu thay hai thang bé bi n6 tung chac 6ng ta sé chay di
goi thém canh sat nita dén,” Charlie dap.

“Thé doi Giam Sat cta ta dau?” Vantresillion rit 1én.
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“T6i e ong ta chang hay biét gi dau.”

“Cai quai gi dang dién ra day?” Becky hoi.

To6i dwa tay bit miéng chi ay lai.

“Pirng c6 dé ga cdm chudn mat,” Vantresillion lai rit 1én.

“Um vmmmm,” Becky 1 ¢ c6 day tay toi ra.

“Bang cach nao cg?” Charlie hdi.

“Ta khong biét nita,” lao ap ing. “Thi c... ct... tong ga vao Ludng
Gia t6c.”

“Nhung ong ta to béo lam,” Charlie néi.

“Fenting nard!” lao quat. “Thé thi dva thang ban may dén cho ga dé
ta cho no ca hai diva lu6n mot thé.”

“T6i khong nghi Jimbo chiu dé t6i lam vay dau,” Charlie dap.

“Fenting, fenting, fenting nard!” Vantresillion hét 1én. “Cim dong
day. Ta dang cho nguoi xuong. Khi ga canh sat da bi vat 1ong xong
xuo0i thi dén lwgt hai thang chiing may bi nwéng gion! Hiéu chwa?”

“R0,” Charlie nhac ngén tay ra khoi chiéc vong roi quay sang
Becky. “Dén lwot chi chuan bi mon cti khé réi day.”

To6i rat tay khéi miéng Becky, va chi ay héi, “May cé ké ngay cho
tao biét chuyén gi dang dién ra khong ha? O dau ty dwng chui ra mot
ga cOm twéng twong? Va may noi chuyén vai dita quai quy nao thé
hw?”

Nhung trueée khi Charlie kip giai thich mét luéng sang xanh duong
l6a mat dam xuyén qua nén troi. Mot tiéng bum! né 1én chéi tai, luéng
sang vut tat, va Becky lwgm ngay khtic cti san sui to twéng phi tGi
ngoi nha do, giwvong khic cii qua dau ditng canh. Nap khoang truot
md, dau c6 Pearce 1ap 16 chui lén, ngay lap tirc bi Becky tang khtc cui
xuong. Co ta ré 1én dau dén, gap minh nga thu lu, mat tp xudng dat,
bat tinh nhan su.

“Qi troi 0i,” Beck thét 1én. “Tao dap phai dau mot ba gia roi.”

“Thyc ra,” Charlie dap, “d6 1a c6 Pearce day.”
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“Troi,” Becky noéi. “Tao vira dap phai dau c6 gido lich st cia may
dia r6i.”

Toi cti xudng vén vay cd Pearce 1én. “Thay cai nay roi chi sé thay
dé chiu hon day.”

“May lam tro quai gi thé Jimbo?” Becky hoi.

“Lai day em chi cho xem cai nay.”

“Po6 oat con bénh hoan,” Becky noéi. “Cé cho tién tao cting khong
doi nao di ngo vay giao vién.”

ROi cai bd phan dé ciing 16 ra. Tt mot cai 16 ti hin khoét sau quan
16t c6 Pearce. Nhin hao hao mot ngong cai vang dai va c6 1ong. Chinh
la céi duoi.

“Chao 6i,” Charlie thét 1én. “Cai canh twgng nay chac sé khoét sau
vao bo nhé té ca doi mat thoi.”

“Chi Becky,” toi nhac. “M@& mat ra di.”

“Khéng.”

“Mg ra di.”

“Khéng.”

“M¢ di nao.”

Becky m@ mat, ng6 xudng va thét 1én. R6i moi thit lai chan hoa
trong luéng sang xanh dwong va nhitng rang nti gam 1én mot tiéng
bum! dinh tai nhitc 6c - chi c6 diéu ching t6i chang dé y lam vi con
dang mai hai hung cai dudi ctia c6 Pearce. Thé roi co tiéng nguoi ndi,
“Cai 1 nguwoi rdc rudi nay!”, ching t6i quay ra sau va thay
Vantresillion dang It dit tr6i 1én khéi 6ng Gia toc.

Becky phong vé phia ldo, vé 1ay cdy gdy mua t¢ tung, nhung lao
qua strc nhanh. Lao nam lay dau gay giat khoi tay Becky.

“Narking frotter!” 1ldo quat, hai mat ric 1én mau xanh dwong sang
quac. “Ta sé nudng gion tui bay.” Lao chuan bi nam lay cai vong tay.

“Chan ldo lai!” Charlie hét.

https://thuviensach.vn



Nhung Becky da kip rit phat céi lo keo xit téc loai siéu citng hiéu
L’Oréal tir tdi 4o sau va xit téi tap vao hai mat 1do. Lao gia ra 1én, dwa
hai tay bung mat r6i nga xudng dat.

“Cai vong,” toi dap chan lén canh tay lao trong khi Charlie bttt tudt
né ra va dung hét sitc binh sinh quang né ra xa. Chung t6i ditng doé va
nhin cai vong bay qua khong trung réi roi tdm xudng mat nwdc canh
chiéc thuyén nhé dang dau neo bén vach da.

Vantresillion hét 16n, “Aaaaaaaaaaeeeeeeaaaaaaa!”

Va Charlie noi. “Jimbo a, ba chi cau qua la mot tay nit lwu thoi dai.”

“Tao sé coi do la mot 10i khen nggi,” Becky dap.

“Vang,” Charlie néi. “Nhwng khi Vantresillion mat lién lac v&i hoi
s@, @ bén trén sé c6 ngwoi nhan cai nit va ta sé nod tung hét ca, vi thé
ngay trong gidy phut nay ta phdi lam diéu gi d6 that phi thwong.”

Mu mu dé do, Vantresillion lao dao dirng day, quo quang tim chung
t6i ma bop co.

“Xang,” toi hét. “Duédi thuyén cé xang. Ta phai cham lra vao cai
mady Gia t6c gi gi do. Phéi cho né phat né mdi duoc.”

Chung t6i bén ba chan bén cang chay xuong mép nuwdc, loay hoay
tim cach g& dong co ra khoi dudbi thuyén nhung n6 nang qua sic.

“Thoi quén cach do di,” Becky vé& 1dy mot cai can nhya dung dau
mau do. “Pay mdi la thit ta can.”

Chung t6i lai leo ngugc 1én cai doc cé, chay vé ngoi nha hoang.

“N6 sap dong kia!” Charlie quat. “Nhanh 1én!”

T6i giat 1y khic cui Iic nay da gay gap, tong no6 vao céi 16. N6 bi
nghién tan rang rac. Charlie va Becky loang choang vac mdt hon da
tdi va nhét n6 vao khe hé. Khoang mady siét 1dy hon d4, rung 1én ban
bat, roi mit mu xa ra mot luéng khoi nau hac am.

Becky van ndp can, rét xang vao khoang Gia toc. “Gid thi,” chi ay
noi. “Cham lwa thoi.”

“Bang cach nao?”
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Becky ngirng lai trong gidy lat. R6i ba chi thot 1én mot tir hét sitc
tuc tiu. “Ta khong mang theo bat Itra!”

Khoang mdy rung chuyén, xit thém khoi, va hon da nitt toac ra lam
doi.

“Bat ltra ctia Mat Ro!” t6i dién cuong luc tung tdi do 1én. Nao thudc
14, vi, bong gon dinh nhon... va cai bat Itra.

T6i ném minh xudng san, tho canh tay xuéng khe miéng ong.

“Dirng lai ngay, do dan don!” Charlie quat 16n. “Cau dinh tw cham
ngoi cho minh n6 thanh nghin manh day a!”

No6i doan n6 10t 4o ra, nhét mot tay do vao miéng can dau, roi rut ra
va cham Ira vao tay 4o. Hon da cudi cung cling v& vun. Charlie dut
chiéc ao dang noi ltra phirng phirng qua cai khe 6ng lic nay da khép
lai dén xen ti met cudi cung, réi hét 16n, “Chay!”

Chung t6i chay ban séng ban chét va quang minh xu6ng dat nam
chd. Va cho. Tuyét nhién chang cé gi xdy ra hét. Chi trtv lao
Vantresillion dang 10 do buéc vao can nha do, miéng kéu rén, hai tay
dudi thang, s& soang bau vao khong khi nhw mot xac chét dgi mo.

Khi ldo di dén chinh gitta ng6i nha thi luéng sang xanh bat chiéu
1én. Lao lai hét 1én, nhwng 1an nay nghe to hon rat, rat nhiéu. Roi lao
tan bién di trong c6t sang, va ching t6i khong nghe thiy lao hét nira.
Anh sang vut tit va tiéng bum! 1am rung chuyén ddy ndi, va chiing t6i
thay Vantresillion da bi thiéu rui thanh mot pho tuwgng bang than. Mot
canh tay roi ra, v& vun tan tanh trén mat san. Roi tdi lwgt cai dau lao.

“Khong xong r6i!” Charlie néi. “N¢ van chva...”

Va r6i, dot nhién, ké hoach ctia ching t6i dao thanh. Mot tiéng no
bum! long troi 16 dat, tiép dé ca khoang Gia toc lan ngoi nha va pho
twong than cia Vantresillion ban tung 1én trdi trong mot cudn lra da
cam hinh béng sup lo khong 16. Chung t6i nham nghién mat, tay 6m
dau. Luong khi néng khung khiép doi téi cho chiing t6i, cam giac hét
nhw bi mot chiéc xe tdi nong dé nghién qua nguoi.
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Ching t6i mé& mat. Kéo theo la khodng hai gidy dong ho im lang
dén quai gd. Thé ro6i tiéng lodng xoang kinh hoang vang 1én mang theo
mot con mua nhitng manh vun ky thuat hién dai d6 xuéng quanh
chung toi. Toi nguwdc nhin va kip lan minh né khoi mot manh twong s
dai nhon nhu cai lao, xém chut nita la bi xién nhu thit nwéng.

Ching t6i 16m com bo day, nhat phui titng manh vun va tro den
khoi 4o quan, budc vé phia ng6i nha d6. Co6 diéu n6 da khong con & do
nita. Chi con m4t miéng ho den si. M6t vong tron nhitng hon da chay
thanh than. Mot vai sgi kim loai d6 day. Va mot hinh tam giac nhitng
vun kinh mau xanh da troi.

T6i nghe mot tiéng lach cach nho, chiéc vong trén co6 tay t6i bat néi
ra va roi xuong dat. Thém mot tiéng lach cach nita va chiéc vong cta
Charlie cling vay.

N6 cii xuong nhdt chiing 1én. “Chi 1a,” n6 n6i. “P€ cho chac { ma.”
N6 vung tay ra sau va ném manh hai cai vong ra mat ho.

Va day la luc ching toi thdy c6 Pearce. Cudi cung c6 ta cling ditng
day dugc, may ngén tay bam chat vao chiéc vong. “Gretnoid,” 0 ta
cat 10i. “Nutwall venka berdang.” Co ta lai bam cai vong. “Gretnoid.
Nutwall venka berdang.” Gigng c¢6 ta ngay cang ban loan.
“Gretnoid...? Gretnoid...?”

Charlie buwéc téi cho co ta. “Co da bi mat hét lién lac véi DBop roi
ding khong ha?”

C0 ta quac mat nhin sang.

“Tuyét voi,” Charlie n6i. “Vay titc 1a cac ngudi sé khong thé cho
ching t6i nd tung dwgc nita ha. Va hanh tinh nay nita. Bing vay
khong?”

“Chung may sé phai dieu dong vi da gay ra tro nay. Ta sé cho ca li
ching may tiéu tung.”

“Bang cach nao cg?” Charlie hdi.

Co ta ngo ra trong gidy lat, roi nga sup xudng dat bu lu bu loa. “Oi
gioi oi, thé 1a ta sé bi mac ket trén cai hanh tinh ngu muoi, toi tan,
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khon nan cia chiing may mai mai r6i.”

“Gi thi gi,” Becky noi, “th6i bon nay chuén day. Con c6 nam dong
dang nha ba dang bi tréi dang kia kia. Sau cai tang da to kia dy. Dén
ma giup nhau nhé.”

Chung t6i sai budc vé can l1éu. Nam ké Giam Sat bi tréi gan do. T6i
nhan ra hai tén 1ai chiéc Volvo do. Thoat tién chiing con gam gu. Roi
Charlie giai thich véi ching rang cai 6ng Gia t6c da bi pha huy, chang
c6 cach nao cho ching vé nha dugc nita. Nghe xong ching im bat
trong choc l1at, mot vai tén con tu tu khoc giong nhw co Pearce.

Becky luc trong ba 16 ra mot cai ao du tri* cho Charlie mdc. Chung
toi goi ghém do6 dac va quay ra phia bd ho. Co Pearce van dang phu
phuc song soai, nwdc mat sut sui khi ching t6i di ngang qua.

“Vui vé nhé!” Charlie chao.

Co0 ta ngudc lén nhin, thit thit nhw cha cho u é.

Chtng t0i tréo 1én thuyén va dim khoang sau xudng. Becky kéo day
khai dong ba lan, dong co lién ho sung suc va thuyén chiing t6i phong
nhw qua bong san gon, doc theo kénh ra bién 16n.
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17
Banh tac sup lo

Gitta dwong thi ching toi hét nhién liéu, vi da trét dung phan xang dy
trit dé triét pha cai 6ng Gia t6c. Nhwng van con mdy cai mai chéo, va
troi lai nang dep, nén viéc 1énh dénh trén bé mat hanh tinh cta chinh
minh that khoan khodi biét bao.

To6i co giai thich lai moi chuyén cho Becky nghe, nhung duwgc mot
lat chi &y da ngan t6i lai. “Jimbo, may lam tao ong hét ca dau. Tao vira
mét vira doi lai con ban nita. Gan mét tuan lién tao song trong ring rd,
chi lam moi viéc la dap dau tui la mat. Tao khao khat sy binh thuong.
Tao thiéu thon nhitng thit binh di. Tao can thit hun khéi, can tring ran,
can banh mi nwéng. Can cd mot cai voi hoa sen néng am nita. Tao coc
can may cai xe dap bay va pha xuyén thién ha caa may.”

No6i doan chi dy di dén ngoi xudng chd mai chéo, va Charlie dén
ngoi doi dién toi, hai dia toi lién trao doi chuyén no6 bi bat thé nao,
con Becky va t6i tau thoat trén chiéc xe bi danh cap ra lam sao.

Va c6 1é chi Bob mdc ao Hawaii chim co néi dang. Co 1é dugc dat
chan lén mot hanh tinh & tan cung mot thién ha da dugc dat tén cling
hay ho ra phét. Va c6 1€ trén thoat khoi do tré vé noi day con hay hon.
Nhwng tuyét voi nhat van la tim lai dwgce thang ban noi kho cia toi.

“Thé con co Pearce thi minh tinh sao?” t6i héi.

“Y cau la gi?”

“Thi c0 ta cha noi sé cho chung ta diéu dirng la gi. Cau khong nghi
la cO ta sé theo doi, tim ra va thu tiéu ching ta a?”

Charlie nghiéng dau nhin t6i cham cham. “Pé la mét mu gia vo
cong roi nghé. Canh sat sé lung bat c6 ta thi c6. Co ta c6 dudi va
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khong c6 ron. Néu la c6 ta, té sé lui 1én nii kiém dau rirng hat dai ma

»

an.
o000

Chung t6i thay phién nhau chéo thuyén, sau vai gio thi cap vinh
Elgol, c6 hai con hai au lwgn vong trén dau va mot con hai cau nhe
nhang bam theo dudi thuyeén.

Chiéc Volvo do dau trén mat dwong, cach bo ha thuy di 1én mot
doan.

“Nao,” Charlie xoa xoa hai tay, “ta da san sang pha ctta con xe
chua?”

“Ng6 ngan gi thé,” Becky noéi. “Tao troéi tén lai xe da ba ngay ro6i.”
R6i chi &y méc tir ba 16 ra mot chum chia khéa. “O trong tiii 4o clia
han day.”

“Ba chi qua la tay chuyén nghiép,” Charlie nai.

“Cam on,” Becky dap.

“Cho em lai the nhé?” Charlie tham do.

“May tirng a?” Becky mang. “Di ra ghé sau.”

So v6i man rugt dudi trén con Moto Guzzi thi hanh trinh trén chiéc
Volvo qua la tron tru chan. Du gi né cling cé bon banh lién, nén khéng
sg bi d6 nghiéng. Sau vai lan ca sat sat vach ndi va may dam dau xéc
1én ndy xudng, Becky cudi cung ciling vitng dan tay lai.

Quang duong vé trd nén tuyét voi biét bao. Nhitng thit tdi chang kip
ng6 dén trude day gio dep dé la thwong. Nhitng thap canh tranh nang.
Xe tai qua canh. Cau bé téng. T6i ngam nhin hang cot dién cao thé ma
cam thdy 4m ap tam long.

Ba gio sau, chung toi nghi chan ¢ lang Gretna Green. Becky goi
mon khoai tay ran, toi lya banh pizza, con Charlie kéu mot tach ca phé
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den va bon chiéc banh kep tao.

L& ra chung t6i c6 tan sau tiéng dong ho vira lai xe vira phia ra
nhitng 16i bao bién, nhung vi qua mét nén chi sau c6 bon phut ca toi
lan Charlie déu ngay ro ro dén tan quoc 16 M25. May man la Becky
chi ngu gat c6 hai lan, moéi lan déu bi danh thitc bdi tiéng xe ben rua coi
inh 6i khi ba chi lwvgn nham sang lan duong bén canh.

Chting t6i dinh dwa Charlie vé nha né tredc, nhung né cho rang
gitta hai nha thi kha nang bé me t6i lam goi n6 chac la it hon.

Khi xe ré vao bai chung cu, to6i ngwéc mat l1én nhin day nha toi tan,
bong troc, loang 16 vét mwa gié, va phai thi nhan la nwéc mat cling da
rung rung. Roi chgt nghi dén nhitng dién bién phitc tap dang dgi minh
@ trén nha, tim to6i that lai.

Toi quay sang Becky. “Minh sé noi gi day?”

“Minh?” Becky thac mac. “Tao nghi d6 la viéc ctia may, nhoc a.
Nhung néu may mudn nghe 16i khuyén cua tao thi hdy bon b6t may
cai chuyén nguoi-ngoai-hanh-tinh-c6-dudi-ram-16ng-va-du-hanh-
khong-gian di.”

“Chuan bi tinh than nao,” Charlie néi. “Cho n6 xong di.”

Becky m@ ctra va chung toi budc vao can ho. Me dang noi dé dien
thoai. Ba danh roi 6ng néi xuong san va ditng im nhw phong vai gidy
lién. Roi ba thét 1én. Mot tiéng thét kinh di. Ba dwa tay 6m choang lay
toi va Becky, ghi chat vao long ma thon thiec la to, “Cac con con song!

»
!

Céac con con song

R6i b6 buéc vao sdnh va cling lam y hét, chi thiéu tiéng thét thoi.
Va moi nguoi chot nhan ra Charlie dang bo vo ditng ngoai ria, thé la
ca nha kéo n6 vao va 6m nhau tti bui. Pén liac nay thi ai ndy déu sut
sui, ké ca Charlie, tit xwra dén nay t6i chwa tirng thay né nho mét giot
nwdc mat nao.
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Vai phtt sau, moi thi binh 6n tré lai va ching t6i théi khong 6m
nhau nita. Me sam mat xuong, “May dita di tr cai x6 troi day nao vé?”

Va day la lac t6i nghi, 1€ ra bon t6i phdi tranh thu thoi gian bia ra
chuyén gi dang tin. “A vang...”

Sau do6 la mot khodng im phang phac that kinh khing.

“MAy dta bién mat hat sudt cd mot tuan troi,” niém han hoan cta
me nhanh choéng tan bién. “Khong thém néi v4i bo me la minh di dau.
B6 me goi dién ciing khong them goi lai. Hanh ha bé me phai suy nghi

Y

kho sé& nhu thé a.”

Thé r6i Charlie tré nén sang da dot xuat. Va toi phéi cong nhan la y
kién ctia n6 vira don gian, vira hoi bi thong minh. “Ching chau bj bat
coc.”

“Bat coc 4?” b thot 1én.

“Bat coc a?” me thot lén.

“Vang bi thay Kidd &y,” Charlie d4p. “Ca c6 Pearce nita. O truong
chau ay.”

“Ho 16i ching con dén tan Scotland,” t6i noi. “Dén ho Coruisk.
Trén dao Skye ay.”

“Ha..!?”” me ngd ngang. “Ha..!? Ha..!?” Nghe c nhv con ga cuc
tac.

“Thé thi,” bo lac lac dau, “ai da pha tung can hé nha minh?”

“G1 co a?” Charlie hai.

T6i ngd qua vai bo thi thay hai nita chiéc ban ca phé dyng trong géc
phong khach, va tri nhé chot doi vé ao at. “A, chuyén do a,” toi noi.

“B0 me vé dén nha thi thay,” b6 néi. “Td lanh do6 ngang. Trang ky
10n ting phéo. Con mot cai ghé phong bép thi roi xudng tit tan bai xe
dudi nha.”

“Thi dwong nhién bon con dau c6 chiu dé nguwdi ta bat coc,” Becky
néi nhw thé day la diéu hién nhién nhat trén doi. “Nén phéi chéng tra
thoi.”
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“Nhung... nhung... nhung...” me lap bap, lan nay nghe nhw mot con
ga giong khac. “Nhung ho bat c6c bon con lam gi co chii?”

“Chau cling chiu khong thé hiéu duwgc,” Charlie hén ha dap. “Cha
phai hoi hai thay c6 d6 mdi biét duwgc. Chac ho cé thé giai thich dugc
moi thit day.”

“Dé bd goi canh sat,” bd ndi.

“Y kién tuyét voi day a,” Charlie dap. “Nhung chau nghi 1a chau
phai vé nha cai da.”

Becky va t6i hdi ha tam rita, choang voi may do quan &o sach sé roi
bd ché chuing t6i sang nha Charlie.

Chiing t6i go ctra, va moi viéc tiép dién ciing gan giong nhw bén nha
toi. Nao la 6m 4ap, nao la khoc 16c. Chi c6 diéu tiéng ra that thanh cua
c0 Brooks to hon nhiéu so v&i me toi.

Béc si Brooks dién cho don canh sat, muwdi phut sau hai trung si t6i
noi. Yén tam nhat 1a ca hai nguwdi déu khong deo cai vong dong nao
ca.

Chting t6i ké lai cho ho viéc bi bat céc. Nhu Becky goi y, ching t6i
lwgc bo doan nguoi-ngoai-hanh-tinh-c6-dudi-ram-16ng-va-du-hanh-
khong-gian. Va doan an-cap-xe-mdy-va-xe-hoi-roi-lai-ma-khong-c6
bang. Ca doan citu- Trai-bat-khéi-bi-huy-diét nita.

Hai chi canh sat hdi ching t6i cé can di dich vu tw van tam ly
khong. Chting t6i dap rang minh chi can mot bita t6i nong sot thoi. Ro6i
ho hira sé gitr lien lac v6i ching toi va quay tro ra xe.

Charlie, Becky va t6i budc vao bép thay b6 va co6 Brooks dang cong
tdc v@i nhau an y. C6 Brooks dang tron nuwéc x6t phd mai Stilton dé
twgi 1én dong rau hap, con bo ban nan banh tac stp lo. Co Brooks c6
vé rat an twogng trudc tay nghé ctia ong.
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Trong bita t6i c6 hoi bo t6i c6 dang kiém viéc khong, vi c6 dy van
hay thiéu nhan Iyc cho nhitng don dat tiéc 16n. Bo dap rang ong rat
cam kich, nhung ong phai danh thoi gian suy nght da.

T&i moén trang miéng 1é cham sita sO c6 la, me hoi sao Becky khong
goi dién cho Mat R6. Duy c6 diéu, ba goi anh chang bang tén clung
com Terry vi ltic nay ba van dang mirng chuyén chiing t6i thoat chét.
Va Becky tra 10i rang néu khéi phai nhin cai ban mdt chon hdi Iiva loc
ay thi chi ay cling vui. Ma thé c6 khi lai hay, tai chiing t6i da vitt con
Moto Guzzi & Scotland mat r6i con dau.

ROi c6 tiéng pop! va bac si Brooks xuat hién, tay cam chai sam
banh ctng céi khay trén c6 bay chiéc ly. Chu ay rot reegu, roi ching toi
cung ly khi bo néi, “Mirng cac con da vé nha,” va Charlie n6c mot
phat can ly, treéc khi thot 1én mot trong nhitng hoi ¢ to nhat toi tirng
nghe trong doi.

https://thuviensach.vn



18
Ho giam dudi rang brecon

L&p hoc sang thi Hai that tuyét cd meéo. Hién nhién réi. Khi ba hiéu
tredng ding gitta san truong thong bao viéc ban bi hai gido vién
trrong bat coc nhung tron thoat dwoc, va hién gio ho dang bi canh sat
rdo riét truy lung, thi mot bau khong khi han hoan nhw hoi phua kin
sudt ca tuan lién.

Chung t6i chinh thitc tr¢ thanh hai di¥a hoc sinh cit nhat trong lich
st treong, va téi dam chac it ra cling phai mot thang nita mdéi c6 gido
vien nao du diing khi ra tay ky luat bon toi.

B6 toi quyét dinh nhan lam viéc ché me ctia Charlie. Ong géng
guong dwoc ba tuan lién, r6i dau hang. Sttc chiu dung cua ong thé
ciing 1a t6t 1dm roi. Ong noéi ring co ay dit nhw quy. Trong mot dam
cwdi hét sitc cang thang, co ay lai xuat chiéu phi thét cat banh mi, va
chi cach cé vai phan la bé sé dugc ho tong vao khoa Cap citu.

May thay, b6 lai dwgc mdi vao lam mot cong viéc khac kha kham
va it nguy hiém hon & tiém Grand Café trong thi tran, nén 6ng c6 thé
duong hoang xin théi viéc chd ¢6 Brooks ma khong sg c6 dy néi con
thinh nd. May hon nita la 6ng chi phai lam ban thai gian, nén van danh
dwgc thoi gian vé nha ndu moén banh pa té cuén bo va bi vang nhoi
thit.
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Chang c6 tin gi t* don canh sat. T6i néi vdi Charlie rang chac c6 gi
mo am day, nhung n6 bdo t6i cit yén tdm va phai thdy biét on rang
minh khong bi bat khdo cung va tiém huyét thanh chong noéi doi.

Nén t6i cO té ra yén tam. Va moi thi ém & tréi qua trong vai tuan
lién, cho dén mot ngay no khi ching téi dang choi da bong d6éi nam
nguoi trong gio giai lao an trwa, toi chot nhin qua bén dwong va thay
mot chiéc 6 t6 den c6 kinh md mau khoi do lai ngay trwdc phong giat
do. T6i khong bao cho Charlie biét vi n6 sé cho la t6i hoang twdng day
thoi.

Ngay hom sau khi dang ditng trén ban cong sau bita t0i, toi lai thay
chiéc xe no ré vao bai chung cw, ngan ngtr mot 14t roi lay da phong di
mat.

Lan nay thi t6i ké Charlie nghe. N6 bao t6i nhin ga héa cudc. Roi
dung ngay ca 16p toi di tham quan Bao tang Khoa hoc, trén duong
quay vé xe, t0i lai thdy chiéc xe den c6 ctta s6 m@ mau khoéi chém ché
ngay noi via hé. Khong thé chiu dugc nita, tdi ban loan ca 1én. Co
Hennessy phai mat muwoi phat dong ho mdéi lam t6i binh tinh tré lai, va
ngay cd Charlie cling cho rang c6 thé t6i néi ding.

Vai t6i sau, hai diva t6i gap nhau & san choi nho déi dién khu chung
cu. Ching t6i ngoi canh nhau trén xich du, trdi nha nhem dan. Nhitng
ngon dén cao ap mau da cam lan lwgt bat sang, va nhitng 6 ctra s6 trén
toa nha cling sang den, bién thanh mot ban co ca 16 sac so.

Chung t6i dang tam sy vé bi mat 16n lao no.

Charlie néi, “Cé bao gi®' cau mudn ké cho moi ngudi biét chwa? Y
t@¢ 1a, minh c6 thé trd nén giau co, nodi tiéng, dugc nhitng nha khoa hoc
16i lac nhat thé gidi dén phong van. Tén tu6i chiing minh sé dugc khac
ghi vao lich si.” N6 nguwng mot quang. “Co diéu, chac chi trong mo
thoi. Bai vi sé chang ai tin minh dau. Hai dita sé bi tong c6 vao bénh
vién tam than thi c6.”
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“Tru phi ta c6 chitng ¢@,” t0i xen vao.

“U,” Charlie dap. “Trw phi ta c6 chiing c6.”

“Chang han nhue moén nay day,” toi luc tii sau quan bo, 16i ra may
vién bi ve biét noi.

“Troi oi,” Charlie thét 1én. “T¢ nhd moén nay réi. Ching van hoat
dong tot chir?”

Toi dat hai vién 1én giita khong trung va tha ra. Chung treo lo Itng,
khong chut di dich. “Cho cau day,” t6i néi. “T¢ van con ba vién. Coi
nhu la qua lwu niém vay.”

“Tuyét ci meo,” Charlie quo lay hai vién bi dut vao tui.

D6 ciling la Iic t6i thdy mot béng den I dir troi 1én sau bong toi
rang cay. Luc phu ngii tang toi nhv dong cing. “Charlie oi...?”

“Chét r6i,” n6 noi. “T6i té r6i day.”

T6i muon nhdy khéi céai xich du, nhung hai chan c do ra khong
chiu tuan lénh gi ca.

Bong den no tién t6i gan. “Xin chao, James. Xin chao, Charles.”

Chinh 1a c6 Pearce. Bo quan 4o c6 ta mdc trén nguwoi chac la lvgm
tir cai thung vitt di nao. Mot chi€c 4o muwa ni 10ng den dda cut mat mot
bén tay. Dép xdng dan. Quan cdm quang céng nhan cé vach da cam.
Nhin c6 dy nhw thé da goi dau bang dau tra dong co.

“Chung bay chac la dang cho doi ta day phong?”

“Khong,” Charlie giong run run. “A y toi 13, thyc ra chi c6 Jimbo
thoi, chit khong phai t6i.”

“Chung bay da huy hoai cudc séng cua ta. Hiy hoai moi thi,” c6 ta
néi. “Va biét gi khong?”

“Biét gi?” Charlie hoi.

“Gio thi ta chang con bat ctt thi gi dé mat.”

“That vay sao?” Charlie noi.

Gio toi mdi thay rd trén tay cd Pearce dang cam hai thi, tay trai khuw
khw mot chiéc bua dai, con tay phai la mét cai xién nhon lam vuon c&
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nho.

“Hady guom da,” Charlie phan bua. “Ta hdy noi chuyén dang hoang
ttr té nhw nhitng ngwdi 16n v6i nhau xem nao.”

“Cam ngay,” c6 Pearce ngat 16i. “Ta phai giét hét bon bay mdi
dugc.”

Toi ngd qua vai co ta va thay chiéc xe den véi kinh md mau khéi
dau ngay truéce khu nha, ctra tredec mao toang.

“Va ta sé nham nhi cam giac nay twng giay ting phut mot,” co
Pearce tiép 10i.

T bong tdi sau lung c6 ta ¢6 hinh thu gi chuyén dong. Hai bong
nguwoi nita 16 ra khéi rang cdy, quan ao té6i mau va gwong mat khuat
bong. Nhung ciling du cho t6i nhan ra hai ga dan 6ng to 16n luc lwdng.

CO Pearce tién thém vai budc va gio chiéc buia 1én cao quéa dau. T6i
hét 1én that thanh, nga bd ngtra ra sau xich du va va dau xuéng mat san
pht cao su. Co ta phong ngudi vé phia tredc, c6 mot luong sang 16a
1én chdp nhoang, kéo theo mot tiéng rac! va cd ta b6 nhao 1én nguoi
t0i, chiéc bta ha xudng sat san sat bén thai duwong toi.

Toi ddy co ta ra, chat vat ditng day. O méng c6 ta chia ra mot cai
phi tiéu 16ng ga, c6 ta rén ri, “Uvvwvuuuy...”

“Gioi dat oi,” Charlie thot 1én.

Hai ga dan ong sdi budc vé phia ching t6i, tay lam lam sung 6ng.
Co 1€ khon nhat 1a khong nén chay tron. Ga bén trai cii xuong, nhé cai
phi tiéu ra khéi mong co Pearce, 1at ngita 1én va chup vao mat co ta
mot cdi ro mom den bang nhwa. Ga bén phdi budc vé phia ching t6i
1én tiéng, “Jimbo... Charlie...”

Ga chia ban tay, ching t6i bén dwa tay ra bat mét cach may moc, vi
chang con biét lam gi khac ca.

“Ong 1a ai?” Charlie héi.

“La phe nguoi tot,” ga dap, tuy nguwdi mac com lé nhung tir ma dén
tran lai cé vét seo dai ctia Nguwdoi hung Hanh dong, con dau cao troc
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16c nhw thé vira tr@ veé tir chién treong.

bong nghiép ctia ga nhac bong c6 Pearce 1én, vac trén vai va di vé
phia cong cong vién.

“Chuyén gi dang xdy ra vay?” Charlie hoi.

“Bon ta do rang néu ct theo doi chat ché hai cau thi s6ém mudn gi
mu ta cling phdi xuat hién,” ga tra 10i. “Dung hai dita 1a m6i nhtr thoi.”

“Mo6i nhit?” t6i thac mac.

“Van con mot vai tén nita dang tdn mat ¢ Quan DPinh nui, nhung
trong may ngay tdi bon ta sé truy lung ra hét théi. Ta nghi hai cau
khong nén lo lang nhiéu.”

Ca Charlie va toi déu khong biét néi gi.

“Gio thi,” ga noi, “bon ta muén cam on hai cau. Hai cau con t6i do6
tredc ca bon ta. Lam tot lam. Hai cau Ié ra sé dugc trao tang huan
chuwong. Nhung trao huan chwong thi sé phai quang ba ra cong luan.
Ma doi cta ta khong hé thich may tro rum beng dé chit nao.”

“DP0i gi thé a?”

Ga lom lom nhin Charlie nhuw thé né rat, rat dan don.

“Thé thi, *m...” Charlie tiép 10i. “Cac 6ng sé lam gi v6i co ta? Y
chéu la vGi co Pearce ay.”

“Mu gia sé bi nhot xuéng mot cai ham nguyén ti¢ bé hoang, sau vai
tram mét phia dudi rang nui Brecon Beacons.” Ga ngap ngung. “Ma
dwong nhién, cling c6 thé 1a ta phia ra ddy.” Roi ga dwa tay vé phia t6i.
“Nhirng vién bi ve ndi, n0p ra nao.”

“Gl co a?”

“Bi ve noi.”

To6i chan chir x6 tay ra sau tii quan bo, moi ra ba vién dat 1én tay
ga. Ga quay qua Charlie. “Cua cau nay nira.”

Bén kia bai do xe, toi thay ga dong nghiép vitt c6 Pearce ltic nay da
ngat lim vao cop xe, dong sam no lai, roi tréo vao ghé tai xé.
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Charlie giao ndp hai vién bi cudi cung. Ga dan 6ng tha tay ra, dé ca
nam vieén treo lirng lo gitta lvng ching khong trung mot lat. “Chua oi,
ta thich may thi nay ghé.” R6i gd quo mot nam ca nam vién, dut tot
vao tui ao khoac.

“Thé gio cac ong lam gi?” Charlie bén chén héi. “Cac dng cé dinh,
trm, tdy sach ndo bon chau khong? Thi, dé cho bon chau khoi nhé
dugc gi ca ay.”

“Charlie, cdu xem qua nhiéu phim roi ddy. Khong. Bon gian hon
thé nhiéu. Néu cac cdu hd miéng ra no6i v4i ai mot tiéng thoi, bon ta sé
tim dén tan noi va tha tiéu ca hai.”

“Da vang,” Charlie dap.

“Rat vui duge gap cac cau,” nguoi dan 6ng néi. “Ta chic cac cau
mot budi t6i tot lanh.”

ROi ga quay nguoi di vé canh cong & ria cong vién. Ga chui vao
chiéc xe mau den c6 kinh mau khoéi m@, déng sap ctra xe roi lai thang
vao man dem.
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