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“Em mét khong?”

Porter Smalls quay sang ghé lai. Tan cay mua hé quanh chiéc Cadillac
Escalade t6i om khi ho tién vao con dwong ban thiu. B& nam séng Potomac
uon lwgn nhw con ran dwdi chan hai ngudi; cac ctra kinh xe déu ha xudng
hét, trong xe tran ngdp mui ca chét, mui bun tr con song.

“Mot chut, khong sao dau ma,” Cecily Whitehead dap.

Whitehead da tam nwdc giéng lanh trong cabin ngay trudce khi ho 1én
duwong, thoa mot chit nwéc hoa Chanel s6 5 khi mac do. Hai mui nay két
hgp khién c6 c6 cam gidc con hon ca dé chiu nita, c6 thay minh cuc ky goi
tinh.

“Anh s& 14i néu em muén,” Smalls dé nghi. Ong cé véc ngudi nhé bé,
giong hét nhw cai tén ctia minh, manh khanh va sung sitc, nhw thé dng tirng
danh thoi gian dap xe leo niii. Ong c6 maéi téc bac, uén quin ngang cé 4o
thun choi golf, ham rang boc st trang béng vGi cdp mat kinh khong gong
dung xem ti vi trén d6i mat xanh nhat.

“Khong sao, em 6n ma,” Whitehead noi. Co that day an toan qua chiéc
vay hai day 1ong lay, bo vay c6 thé khién c6 bi bat néu dién né bén ngoai
phong ngt vao thoi xwa. “Anh uéng rugu roi - chang may vi chuyén nao do
ma tui minh bi chan lai...”

“Puoc roi,” Smalls noi.

Ong nga ghé xudng thém hai phan nita, khoanh tay trén ngyc réi nhim
mat lai.
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TREN DAU HO, ndp sau nhitng tan ciy, mot nguoi dan 6ng dang theo déi
qua 6ng nhom. Khi chiéc SUV bac rgi khéi 16i xe vao nha, phéng qua hop
thw roi ré trai vao con dwong ban thiu, han gio chiéc dién dai 1én ngang mat
va noi, “Anh sé vé nha an t6i”.

Mot chiéc dién dai, bdi néu khong phdi ding ngudi dang & trén ding
kénh nay trong ban kinh ba dam vao ding lic do, sé rat kho lan ra cudc goi;
ké cd néu NSA c6 bat dwgc nd. Ciing nhw khong thé 1an ra dugc nam tiéng
chudng nhanh han nhén lai, bdo hiéu c6 tin nhan mdi.

Han di bg, chiéc xe ban tai do cach d6 ntta dam. Han bwdc vao day tr
con dwong mon do mudng thu tao nén roi cling di ra bang con dwong 4y, di
chuyén cham rai, ct di duwgc ba muwoi mét lai dirng dé nhin ng6 va nghe
ngong. Khi theo doi, hdan khong bao gio ngoi, chi ditng nguyén tai cho, bén
canh 16p v6 mau xam xwong xau cla cay tan bi gia; chang cé dai quan sat
nao dé ai do lan ra han, khong cé mau dau loc thudc 14 hay gidy goi keo
nao danh roi dem tr d6 truy ra ADN. Han di doi giay dé ém da cli mon:
khong dé lai dau chan trén nén dat mém.

Han la dan chuyén nghiép.

THUONG NGHI SY MY PORTER SMALLS s6 hitu mét cabin trén cac
ngon doi ¢ tay Virginia, cAch Washington D.C. hai tiéng rudi chay xe - vira
da gan cho mot chuyén di thodi mai, vira da xa dé che giau nhitng hoat
dong can su kin dao.

Ong cling Whitehead, mot trong nhitng ngudi ban than nhét cua vg
ong - ba dang ¢ tan Minnesota - khoa ctra cabin ro6i thang tién vé D.C. khi
madt trdi thap dan vé phia dudng chan trdi vao budi chiéu Cha nhat oi biic.
Ho da rat than trong chon khoang thdi gian nay: 1gi dung béng t6i dwa 6ng
vé toa chung cw Watergate sang trong ctia minh.

Smalls cung Whitehead tan hwéng hai ngay nghi tran tré sinh lyc, tro
chuyén vé triét hoc chinh tri, lich s, 1i ngwa, tién bac, cudc song va nhitng
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nguwoi ban chung trong khi cing xem hét ban bia mém rach nat cuén Thii
vui tinh duc tt nhitng nam 80 cua Smalls.

Smalls da yén bé gia that con Whitehead van doc than, nhung c6 gianh
quyeén lai xe vi thit logic ctia Washington lién quan dén tinh duc va rugu.
Mot vu ngoai tinh la chuyén khong dugc co vii tai Washington, nhwng chac
chan sé khong bi xttr ndng theo luat hinh sy nhuw t0i 1ai xe khi say xin. Qua
dém vd&i dan 6ng hoac mot phu ni¥ nong bong thi c6 kha nang - co thé - ban
sé phdi chuwong madt lén trang blog cua t@ Washington Post. Nhung chi co
Chia méi cttu dugc ban khi Hoi Ba me phan doi lai xe khi say xin tan cong
ban ding ky bau ctr.

Thé nén nguoi lai 1a Whitehead.

Co la nguoi say mé chinh tri va la n* manh thuvong quan cua dang
Cong hoa. O tudi ndim muoi, Cecily Whitehead c¢6 ddng ngudi manh mai,
lan da rdm nang va tan nhang, v&i mai toc den ngan ma ngudi ta kho long
nhan ra la da dwgc nhudom tinh té. Chiéc cam vuong khién c6 trong hoi
giong Amelia Earhart. Va gidong nhw Earhart, ¢6 ciing c6 mot chuyén co
riéng, chiéc Beechcraft King Air hai dong co. Co s& hitu mot can biét thy
nhin ra mot trong nhiéu mat ho tai Minneapolis, cung mot trang trai nuoi
ngua Tennessee rong hai ngan mau ¢ phia nam thanh pho Dai.

Ba xa cia Smalls khong chac Whitehead c6 ngua véi chong minh hay
khong, chu dé nay chwa bao gio dugc xdi 1én. Sudt bon nam qua, vo cia
Smalls cling dang an nem vd&i tinh nhan nguwoi Litva, trén can gac ling tai
khu buén ban kinh doanh Minneapolis, cht dé nay tirng dugc ban di xdi lai
v0 s0 lan.

Nhitng ngudi Litva von néi tiéng tai Bic Au nhw nhitng van dong vién
tinh duc. Smalls nhan thitc dwgc thyc té nay Nhwng 6ng khéng con quan
tam chuyén vg minh lam gi, mién la ba ta khong lam chuyén ay trén pho.
Thuc ra 6ng hy vong ba ta hanh phic, vi 6ng van con tinh cam véi ngudoi
me ctia nhitng dita con 6ng. Ong tw nhi 1an t&i khi dén thanh phd Dai, 6ng
sé dan ba ta di an toi.
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“MUOI GIO SE BEN NOT,” Whitehead néi.

“Anh phai gdp thang dan Clancy vao budi trwa,” Smalls dap, khong
bu6én m@ mat ra.

“Pan nhuwng kién tri,” Whitehead n6i. “Han n6i véi Perez rang néu
Medtronic chot dugce thwong vu VA, Abbott sé phdi cat giam bién ché trong
hat cia ong ta. Perez tin twéng han. Chuyén nay tham chi c6 thé la that.”

“Tiéc that,” Smalls n6i. “Chuyén cat giam sé khéng xdy ra dau. Khi
ma Porter Smalls biét rang lanh dao phe da s6 yéu quy cta ching ta co
nghé di dém tai Rio Javelina.”

“Néu nghe duwge anh néi thé, han sé kiém cai gi do that sac moi rudt
anh ra day.”

Smalls mim cwdi. “Sao ha CeeCee... em khong nghi rang anh thuc sy
ndi chuyén nay cho han nghe day chi?”

Whitehead siét chat dau goi 6ng. “Em hy vong la khong. Khong, em
khong nghi anh lam thé. Sao anh cé thé dé han biét rang anh biét chit?”

“Kitten sé nghi ra doi sach,” Smalls néi.

Whitehead mim cuwdi v6i béng t6i dang dan den dac, anh dén pha tir xe
ho chiéu xuyén qua hang cdy hai bén dwong. Kitten Carter, trg ly cta
Smalls, sé nghi ra ké déi pho. C6 ta thwong tro chuyén véi Whitehead hai
lan mot tuan, ho cung nhau ban mwu tinh ké mang lai vinh quang vi dai hon
cho nwéc My noi chung va cho Porter Smalls noi riéng.

Whitehead la nguoi yéu yoga va thich dua nguwa vugt chuwdng ngai. Co
c6 mot co thé khoe khoan, cdp gio va hai canh tay ran chac, dac biét co s@
hitu d6i ban tay to va khoe hiém thdy & phu nit. Co6 c6 thé diéu khién chiéc
Escalade trén dwong mon nhanh hon hau hét nhitng nguwdi khac, ban tung
bui mu va séi da 1én bau khong khi budi t6i. C6 danh kha nhiéu thoi gian
lam viéc trén cac canh dong, dung xéng hoét phan nguwa rat gon ghé, 1ai xe
tai va may kéo, khong phai 1a 1ai cho vui ma c6 hiéu rd minh dang lam gi,
lubn gitt cadc banh xe bAm chac xu6ng hai vét han trén duwong mon.
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Xudi con séng dwgc nita dam, con dwong mon cat qua dwong rai soi
do bang quan ly. Chi can liéc khé sang bén trai, c6 lién danh tay lai sang
phai va nhan ga.

VAI PHUT SAU, ho 1én t6i dinh doi. Tir khoang cach xa, Whitehead cé thé
nhin thdy mot day den trén con dwong cao tdc sé dwa ho dén xa 10 lién bang
dan vao Washington. Con song van uon luwgn dwdi kia, dwdi mot con doc
dai - muwoi lam mét cudi cung dé ngodt vao con doc dirng.

Mot phit sau, Whitehead néi, “Khén kiép. Thang ngu nay chiéu den
khap ngudi em”.

“Cai gi?” Smalls gan nhuv tinh han. Lic nay 6ng ng6i day, nhan thay
chiéc SUV ngap trong 4nh dén. Ong xoay ngudi trén ghé. Mot chiéc xe ban
tai - ong nghi vy, can ct theo chiéu cao cia cac ngon dén pha - dang chay
phia sau hai nguwdi khoang bon hoac sau mét, khi ho dang di trén dwong rai
sOi vGi toc do nam muoi dam trén gio.

“Anh khong thich diéu nay,” 6ng noi.

Trén dinh doi, chiéc xe ban tai 1an sang lan duwdong bén trai r6i tang toc,
Smalls noi, “Nay, nay!”.

Whitehead dap manh chan ga, nhung da qua muén. Qud muén. Chiéc
xe tai hic manh vao swon chiéc Escalade hat né vang khoéi mat dwong, bay
qua nhitng bui rdm va hang cay ven duong, qua con hao va lao xudéng swon
doi doc ditng. Thay vi c6 gang diéu khién chi€c SUV quay ngang trén suwon
doi, dé xe c6 thé lao sang hai bén, Whitehead ngoat xuéng doc trong mot
gidy, roi néi bang giong sac lanh, “Bam chac vao Porter, em sé c0 gang
dam vao mot cai cay. Gio hai tay 1én tranh tai khi dap vao...”.

Smalls gio hai canh tay 1én, chiéc SUV ndy chom chom trén do6i, lao
thang xuéng con doc dung ding bén dwdi khi Whitehead dap manh chéan
phanh. Thuc sy Smalls khong nghi ngoi gi, nhung theo ban nang, ong biét
ho chi con vai gidy dé song.
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Ho can qua mot hang cdy non r6i dam vao mot cai cady dwong kinh
chac phai dén sau phan, don cai cady do6 guc. Ci dam khién chiéc xe
nghiéng sang bén trong khi van ré dat lao vé phia triedc, lic nay Smalls cam
thdy Whitehead da nhan chan ga. Bong co rit 1én khi nhitng chiéc 16p qua
cd co6 gang bam chac vao swon doi, va ong nhan ra c6 dang ru 1én véi tirng
cu dam: “A!l Al Al Al...”,

Ho van dang lao nghiéng xudng doi, nhung do doc da giam bét. Ho
dam phai mot cai cay nho khac, chiéc xe doi lai chi dé dam tiép vao mot cai
cay to hon. Tui khi bung ra nham thang vao mat Smalls, nhung 6ng van
nhan thitc dugc chiéc xe dang bat dau tién dén con doc dirng. Bong cira xe
bén ghé tai xé vo tan. Ho gan nhw da dung lai, cAch mép con doc dirng
khong qua chin mét, nhing van chira hoan toan dirng han, chiéc xe lui thém
vai mét nita r6i dam sam vao céi cay cudi cung, khién ghé hanh khach bi
bat lén. Chiéc Escalade cham rai, rat trang nghiém lan mot vong, 1at ngira
ra roi nam im.

Pang treo ngwgc ngudi trén dai an toan, bi mu mot phan do mau chay
vao hai mat, Smalls khong cam thay dau dén - van chwa c6 cam giac do,
ong kéu l1én, “Anh ngtri thdy mui gas. Ching ta phdi ra khoi day ngay. Ra
ngoai! Ra ngoai mau!”.

Ong nhin sang Whitehead, ciing dang treo ngwoc ngudi trén dai an
toan. Ngon dén tran xe da bat sang khi ctta kinh bj vang ra. P6i mat ¢c6 ma&
to, nhung trong rong, mau dang chay tir mot bén tai xuéng téc co.

Ong goi, “CeeCee, CeeCee,” nhung khong c6 tiéng tra 15i. Mau van
dang chdy nhu mwa xu6éng mat 6ng, vao mat ong khi 6ng thdo day an toan
va budng minh xuéng bén trong tran xe. Ong mé& ctta xe bén phia minh, day
né hé ra vai phan, nhung né bi mic ket vao mot cay con. Ong phai dap
thém vai cti nita md&i m@ dugce civa dé chen ra ngoai.

Ngay khi ra dugce bén ngoai, 6ng lau sach mau trén hai mat, nhan ra
mau thye chat dang chdy ra tir miii 6ng. Khi da hoi phuc dugc thi giac, 6ng
loang choang chay dén phia sau chiéc SUV, mé tung cop xe va thdy cai tadi
ngl qua dém bing vai bat. Ong rit ra khau sting ngin 357 Magnum cat
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trong do6 roi nhét vao that lwng va nhin 1én do6i: chang thay ai cd. Khéng
thdy den pha, khong thay dén ham, chang thay gi ngoai bong téi den dac,
nhitng hang co6 dai cao dén dau goi va nhitng canh cay gay, su thinh lang tuw
nhién bi xé rach béi rat nhiéu nhitng tiéng coi bao dong phat ra tir chiéc
Cadillac.

Ong lao b dén chod ghé 1ai, rang hét sitc minh nay cira ra cang rong
cang t6t, thdo dai an toan cho Whitehead, dé c6 nga vao vong tay ong. Vat
va lam ong méi bé dwgce co ra khoi xe, mui khi gas thiic giuc 6ng gang sirc
hon nita. Ra dwgc ngoai r6i, ong nang ngwoi co day, bé c6 sang bén kia doi
thém khodng muoi lam mét, roi dat co xuéng dam co6 dai, quy xuéng bén
canh c0, va lang nghe mot lic. Mui huwong trén nguwdi c6, mui nwdc hoa
Chanel s6 5 va mui nwdc giéng c6 dung dé tam khi nay, tat ca tron lan voi
mot thit mui c6 chat dong/nhw mui thit ciia mau twoi.

Ong ling nghe nhung ching thdy gi: ching c6 ai trén swon doi. Chiéc
xe tai dam vao ho da bién mat.

Ong thi tham, “CeeCee, CeeCee, em nghe anh néi khong?”.

Khong cé tiéng tra 10i.

Anh den pha van dang chiéu sang tir chiéc SUV, 6ng rtt di dong ra goi
dén van phong canh sat trudng dia phwong - s6 nay nam trong danh ba cia
ong. Ong gidi thiéu ban than, ké cho nhan vién tryc tong dai chuyén da xay
ra, rang tai nan nay c6 thé la am muu tan cong c6 cha y.

Nhéan vién tric néi rang cdnh sat sé c6 mdt trong nam phit nita. “Nhd
bat hét dén hiéu lén nhé,” Smalls néi v6i anh ta. “To6i sé khong budc ra
khoi dam cé dai chitng nao biét rang t6i gap dugc ding nguoi. Ching toi
can mot xe cttu thwong, ban t6i dang bi thwong rat nang.”

Bo6 dién thoai xudng, 6ng nang Whitehead vao 1ong minh. Ong nghi xe
cttu thwong sé chang dén kip dau; ma thuce ra, véi Cecily Whitehead, tat ca
da qua mudn roi.
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CANH SAT BA DPEN, cing véi dé 1a xe citu thwong, va khi Smalls chic
chan minh sé néi chuyén vGi ai, ong cit tiéng goi ho tir noi an nau trong
dam c6 dai. Ho nhac lai véi 6ng nhitng gi 6ng da biét: Whitehead da chét,
vi vét thwvong chi mang bén thai dwong trai, c6 kha nang la mot canh cay
dam xuyén qua ctra kinh ghé tai xé.

Smalls 1ay lai gidy t0 cong vu dé trén xe Cadillac khi canh sat va nhan
vién y té mang Whitehead 1én dinh doi, trong chiéc tii nhya dwng thi thé
mau den. Whitehead duwgc dwa vao xe cttu thwong, Nhung Smalls tiv choi
1én xe. “Chdy mau cam thoi, chang nghiém trong dau. Cho t6i cai gi do rira
mat dugc roi.”

Vién canh sat chi huy hdi ai la nguoi lai, Smalls dap, “La CeeCee”.

“Chung t6i can ngai thir nhanh may do nong d6é con,” vién canh sat

“PDugc thoi,” Smalls dap. “Trwdc khi rdi cabin, t6i c6 udéng mot coc
rugu. CeeCee thi chang uong gi ca.”

Qua trinh thir mat hai phut. Két qua cia Smalls 1a 0,02, thap hon nhiéu
gidi han uéng rugu khi lai xe la 0,08, cho du Smalls la nguwdi nhiéu tuoi
hon, va nguoi gia thwong dé say hon thanh nién.

“Phai nhé ghi chép lai tat ca ddy,” Smalls néi vdi vién canh sat. “Toi
muon xac minh.”

“Xin ngai dung lo,” vien canh sat dap. “Chung toi sé guri ngay cho
ngai, Thugng nghi si. Gid thi... ngai cé trong thdy chiéc xe tai nao khong?”

Smalls lac dau. “Han cé bat den pha cwong do cao, chiéu thang vao
phia sau chiéc Caddy cta chung t6i néng rwc. Nhw thé bi lac gitta quang
sang vay. Toi chang thidy dugc gi hét... Thé r6i han dam vao ching t6i.”

Vién canh sat nhin xuoéng doéi. “Co ta 1ai xe ding la c6 nghé day. Thém
sau hodc chin mét nita thi ngai han sé trurgt khoi mép va dam xuéng cai dai
cudi kia, nhuw thé ngai nhdy xuéng tir toa nha nam tang vay. Ngay ca ditng
tir day t6i con thay hai.”
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CHIEC XE CUU THUONG lén duong dén Trung tdim Y t& Winchester,
Smalls ngo6i trong xe canh sat bang. Cai chét cia Whitehead dwgc xac nhan,
Smalls dugc diéu tri thwong tich trén mii. N6 van tiép tuc chdy mau, nhung
bac si da st dung mot thit goi la héa chat dot trén mii 6ng, giip cam mau
ngay lap tic. Bac si cho 0ng vai vién thudc gidm dau. Smalls tr chdi, “T6i
khong can dau”.

“Chura can day théi,” bac si dap. “Ngai sé can.”

Khi 6ng ra ngoai, cac canh sat kéo ong sang mot bén dé haéi han thém,
dan ong rang chiéc Cadillac van phai nam lai cho cii cho dén khi nha diéu
tra tai nan cia bang cé thé dén hién trueong.

Tham van xong xubi, Smalls goi cho trg 1y Kitten Carter, dan c6 ta thu
x€p cong viéc dén bénh vién don minh. C6 ta n6i minh sé thong bao cho B6
me cua Whitehead vé cai chét ctia con gai.

Chéang con viéc gi dé lam nita, Smalls dé nghi dugc dan dén nha
nguyén cua bénh vién. Canh sat bo ong lai do, va Smalls, mot ngudoi theo
Gido hoi Giam nhiém, quy xudng va cau nguyén cho vong linh cta Cecily
Whitehead. Kém do lwgng hon mot chit, 6ng khéng quén cau xin Chia tim
cho ra nhitng ké da giét chét nang. Thé r6i ong khéc. Cudi cung, mot lic
sau Ong gang guwong dirng ddy, bat dau suy nghi nghiém tic vé vu tai nan
nay.

Chdng c6 tai nan nao ca.

Ma dé la muwu sat, va 6ng nghi minh biét ké nao ditng dang sau am
muu nay. Néu toa an khong lo duwgc, cong ly sé dwoc thyc thi bang cach
khac.

Ong noéi that to v6i Whitehead: “Anh xin thé, CeeCee, anh sé& giét
ching. Anh sé giét hét tirng tén mot”.

Whitehead khong thudc tuyp nguwdi dac biét tinh té, dac biét khoan
dung: néu co ay dang c6 mdot cudc séng khac sau khi da qua doi, ong chac
chan c6 ay sé chd dugc thdy man bdo thu - cang lanh 1€o bao nhiéu, cang
théa man bay nhiéu.
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KITTEN CARTER dén bénh vién. Khi téi noi co ta goi dién thoai suot ba
gio dong ho. Cac tin titc dau tién vé vu tai nan sé dugc 6 ta mém cho canh
phoéng vién chiu on minh, va nhitng ai bay t6 nhiéu sy cAm thong nhat véi
cac s kién dién ra trong dém.

“... nhitng nguwdi ban t6t va cac dong minh chinh tri da dén cabin nay,
soan ra chién dich tng pho véi nhitng cudc dung do mua hé lién quan dén
cac de xuat cham séc sirc khoe...”

CANH SAT PIA PHUONG da ban giao cong tac diéu tra vu dam xe cho
canh sat bang West Virginia. Ngay thit hai sau vu tai nan, mot nha diéu tra
da tham van Smalls tai van phong Thugng nghi si cua 6ng, cé sy tham gia
cta Carter. V@i doi mat tim bam va mot cuc bang trang to oach trén miii,
Smalls mac bo do vai soc nhan mau xanh, ca vat dét kim mau xanh hai
quan, ngay lap titc nhan ra c6 chuyén khong on.

Tén nha diéu tra 1a Carl Armstrong. Khi anh ta tham van xong, Smalls
noi, “bung co lwa toéi, Carl. Co chuyén gi dé khong dung. Anh nghi t6i
dang noi doi chuyén gi do. La gi thé?”.

Nha diéu tra dang ghi chép 1én xdp gidy vang trong mot ho so bia da.
Thé dai mot hoi, anh ta dong ho so lai roi dap, “Phong thi nghiém cua
ching t6i dang xem xét chi€c xe ctia ngai ti'ng phan mot, thwa ngai. Khong
c6 ddu hiéu nao cho thay xe ngai bi mot xe tai khac dam vao”.

Ngoi trén ghé banh, Carter dang lam trai luat khi hut diéu xi ga nau
nho. Co ta nhin Smalls, sau d6 cau may vdi Armstrong r6i néi, “Sai roi.
Nhitng tén kia d3 ddm vao xe ho - hat xe ho ving khoi duong. Y anh 'khéng
c6 dau hiéu' 1a sao?”.

Smalls chen vao. “Chinh xac la thé day. Ci dam khién cita xe bep
ddm... chic phai c6 ddu hiéu ndo dé chit. Y t6i 1a nhiu nidm truéc t6i tiing
gdp phai mot tai nan to0i té, ca hai xe déu bi thiét hai nang. Lan nay con té
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hon. Cti dam nay con kinh khing hon. Anh n6i khong c6 dau hiéu gi 1a thé
nao?”

“Khong c6 vét xwdc kim loai, khong c6 vét son, khong c6 vét dam
swot qua. Thit duy nhat ching t6i tim thay la nhitng dau hiéu trén ca hai bén
swon xe, lwdi tan nhiét va mui xe cho thdy xe da dam phai may cai cay,”
Armstrong dap.

“Thé thi xem cho k¥ nita di,” Smalls ngat 10i. “Thang khén d6 dam
thang vao chiing toi va giét chét CeeCee, suyt giét luon ca toi nita day.”

Armstrong nhin sang cho khac va nhin vai. “Cha, t6i dang tu héi liéu
c6 dung han ta dam phai ngai hay khong, hay c6 thé nguyén nhan chi la do
c6 Whitehead mat kiém soat?”

“Co ay khong udng rugu...”

Armstrong ra hiéu ngat 16i. “Chung t6i biét dieu d6. Trong mau c6 ay
khong hé cé con, va ching toi biét c6 dy lai xe bdi vi mau phia ghé tai xé
trong buong 1ai va trén tai khi ding la ctia c6 ay. Ching t6i khong nghi ngo
bat ky diéu gi ngai noéi véi ching t6i, ngoai trir chinh ci dam dé.”

Carter noi: “Thurgong nghi si Smalls da ndp ban twong trinh viét tay c6
néu ro lwc dam roi”.

“Co mot bo dat rai séi thap noi xe ho bi lat nghiéng - chiing t6i dang
tw héi phai chang c6 Whitehead c6é thé da dam that manh vao né, nhung
ngai Thuong nghi si lai hiéu nham rang dé la do ci dam cua xe tdi.”

Smalls lién tuc lac dau. “Khéng. T6i nghe thay tiéng xe tai dam. T6i
nhin thdy n6 ddm vao co ma - khi dé t6i dang nhin ra ngoai qua ctra kinh
bén ghé 14i.”

“Khong c6 vét son tir chiéc xe khac, khong c6 dau vét kim loai, khong
c6 manh kinh v trén mat duwong... chang c6 gi hét,” Armstrong nhac lai.

Carter n6i v6i Smalls. “Thwong nghi si, cé thé ching ta nén goi doi
kham nghiém hién truong cua FBI lén do...”
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Smalls dit mot ngén tay 1én méi, ra hidu bao 6 ta im ling. Ong ditng
day roi néi, “Carl, t6i sé dé nghi mot ngwoi khac néi chuyén véi anh vé
bang ching, néu anh khong phién. Kitten va t6i khong ranh vé may th&
nay, nhung toi cho rang sé la mot y hay néu ching t6i cit thém mot nguoi
nita giam sat toan bo viéc nay”.

Armstrong tirng c6 vai lan doi phé vdi cac chinh tri gia, doi v6i anh ta
Smalls 1a mot trong s6 nhitng ngwoi hiéu chuyén hon cad. Khong quét théo,
khong budc toi. Thd mot hoi dai nhe nhom, anh ta néi, “Thuwgng nghi si...
bat ké diéu gi néu ching t6i lam dwgc, ching t6i sé rat vui vé lam. Ching
toi muon hiéu ro chuyén gi da xdy ra. Hay c nguwdi ctia ngai dén lic nao
cling duwgc. Cé thé ching toi sé hgp tac v@i anh ta hon ca nhitng gi anh ta
muon.”

“Tuyét lam,” Smalls dap, chia tay ra. “Toi sé gwi thu 1én cap trén cta
anh, cam on anh vi da giup.”

“Cam on ngai,” Armstrong néi khi ho bat tay nhau. “T6i thuc sy biét
on, thua ngai.”

ARMSTRONG BI ROI, Carter hoi, “Tai sao ngai ti té v&i han qua
vay? Hén c6 tin twéng ngai dau. Y t6i 13, lay Chua, ké ndo d6 da giét chét
CeeCee va suyt giét ca ngai. Néu ngai dé mac thi moi chuyén cé thé sé bi
chon vui...”.

“Khong, khong, khong...” Smalls ditng day. Ong so tay 1én miii, 1dy ra
mot lo thuéc gidm dau, lac manh nhw thé n6 la cai chuy lac, r6i lai dat
xuong; khong con nhiéu thudc nita, sang hom nay 6ng da uéng mot vién
réi. Miii 6ng van rat nhue phai bong vi thuoc dét mo da. Bac si da ding vé
chuyén can phai dung thu6c, khong phai do ton thwong co hoc ma la do
ving mo bi dét. Ong budc dén bén bitc twong trung bay chién lgi pham
treo day cac tam bang déng va ban do chi duwong dén cac thanh pho tai bang
Minnesota, nhitng bitc dnh chup 6ng ciung cac tong thong, thong doc, cac
Thuwong nghi si khac va nhiéu ngudi giau cé da loai, gom ca Whitehead,
lan cac ngoi sao dién anh c6 quan diém bao thu vé chinh tri.
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Ong dang suy nghi vé chuyén dé.

Carter khong no6i thém cau nao nita. Mot lic sau, Smalls dwa tay lén
nghich nghich dai tai, mdt nhin cham cham cac bic anh va néi, “Diéu
Armstrong da néi... khién t6i ngac nhién. Khong cé bang chitng. Nhung to6i
khong kinh ngac. Con nhé khi tdi ké cho c6 nghe viéc dau tién t6i lam la
lay sing ra, vi toi nghi nhitng ké dam ching t6i c6 thé la bon giét thué
khong? Bon sat tha? Dan chuyén nghiep?”.

“Co, nhung toi khong...”

“To6i da dang. La chiing ddy,” Smalls n6i. “T6i khong biét chiing lam
chuyén nay nhuv thé nao, nhung t6i chac chan néu tim dwgc nha diéu tra biét
tim ddang chod, anh ta c6 thé tim ra ngudi c6 thé giai thich chuyén nay.
Chung ta phai lam dugc, béi vi...”

“Chung c6 thé quay lai giét ngai lan nita,” Carter n6i not.

“Pung. Co thé chwa phéi ngay 1ap titc, nhwng chi la sém hay mudn
thoi.” Smalls quay lai, dén gan chiéc ban lam viéc ngoai c&, an mot nit trén
hé thong dién thoai noi bo. “Sally... ndi may véi Lucas Davenport cho t6i.
S6 cua anh ta c6 trong danh ba ctia c6.”

“DP6 la nguwdi ma...” Carter bat dau.

“Pung vay,” Smalls néi. “La anh ta day.”
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Lucas Davenport cung Charlie Knight roi khoi Trung tam Khoa hoc
phap y dia phvong hat Sedgwick, budc vao anh mat troi ctia Kansas. Lucas
rat ra cap kinh ram ttr trong tii do khoac, deo 1én miii roi néi, “bi tiép thoi.
Chang c6 gi ma xem & day dau”.

“Co thé con té hon,” Knight dap. Anh ta ciling 1ay chiéc kinh rdm ma
bac ra deo. Anh ta thdy minh nhw mot phién ban dién dnh ctia canh sat tuan
tra xa 16 Texas, ma c6é kha nang la anh ta da xem r6i. Ham rang cuda anh ta
v6i hai chiéc rang ctra thi trang, con nhitng cai rang khac moi cai vang mot
kiéu, khién anh ta trong cang giong canh sat Texas hon. “Thang ché ay c6
thé da song ¢ day.”

Cau nay khién Lucas mim cuwdi, anh néi, “Han khong té nhu 6ng trum
ctia han dau”.

“Co6 thé, nhung dung la thoat chét trong duong to ké téc.” Ho da xem
xét co thé 16 cho vét dan cua mot ké tén 1a Molina.

“Cau muon viét bao cao vé vu nay a?” Lucas hoi, khi ho di bd dén cho
chiéc xe thué.

“U, t6i nay t& sé viét,” Knight dap. “Vao lic t& viét xong chic cau da
vé nha 6m ba xa trén giwong r6i,” Lucas sé bay vao t6i nay, con Knight
phai sang hom sau.

“Thé con Wise?” Lucas hdi.

“Ké me n6. C¢ dé Wichita gidi quyét no,” Knight dap. “Khong chac
lam, nhing minh ngo rang nha tu bang Kansas khong phai la noi dé chiu

»

dau.
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“T¢ nghi cau no6i ding,” Lucas néi. “Vay cau dang mo dén bit tét hay
la thit bam pho mat day?”

“C mon gi ma kem thit bo ma khong phai mon Mexico la dugc,”
Knight noi.

“Thé sao? M6n an Mexico la mét trong nhitng mén khoai khau cta té
ddy.” Lucas noi.

“T6 két hon véi mot co6 nang Mexico, va bon t@ trit mén Mexico ngon
tuyét hdo ngay trong bép, thé nén t¢ khong bao gid an nhitng mon day &
Wichita. T¢ thich di 1ong vong kiém tang than ch T by va do twoi.”

“Cau c6 thé kiém mon day tai Wichita ma,” Lucas néi. “Té da ké cau
nghe chuyén minh khiéu vii vdi a sat thu chuyen nghiép ¢ day chwa nhi?
Tén 4 la Clara Rinker...”

LUCAS PANG LAM VIEC NGOAI MINNEAPOLIS, nhung ching c6
nhiéu viéc dé lam, con Knight thi dang & ngoai Dallas, ca hai gap nhau khi
cung diéu tra vu an mang cua Jesus Rojas Molina.

Trudc lic chét, Molina dang nam trong Chuong trinh Bdo vé nhan
chitng lien bang cua Canh sat Tw phap Hoa Ky. Gio day ca Lucas va
Knight duwgc lwya chon diéu tra vu an, vi cé hai tirng c6 thdi gian bao vé vai
nhan chitng khi con lam nha diéu tra hinh sy. Thud d6, Lucas ¢ Minnesota
con Knight thi & Houston.

Ké xau s0, Molina, da khai ra thong tin vé 6ng trum ctia han trong “tap
doan” san xudt va buén ban ma tiy tai dia phwong, chuyén dap rng nhu cau
ma tuy trai phép tai Birmingham, Alabama. Sau khi ong trum bi budc tdi va
linh an chung than, Molina dwgc di ly vé Wichita nham tranh xa dong dang
ctia 6ng trum, nhitng ké da thé sé xi ly han bang may khoan dién va dao
cao luwdi thang.

Ca han va Canh sat Tw phap Hoa Ky déu tin vao 16i de doa ay. La
nguwoi tham gia Chuwong trinh Bdo vé nhan chitng, Molina dwgc cap cho
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ngoi nha lvu dong xau xi ¢ swon phia nam Wichita, mét chiéc Corolla nam
nam tu6i va vi tri nhan vién don khach tai siéu thi Walmart Supercenter.

Nhung véi mot ké chi thém ma tdy, nhw thé 1a chwa da.

Mot nam sau khi chuyén dén Wichita, Molina di ban cocaine dao cho
nhom khach hang nghién ma tiy cao cap hon trong thi tran, tic la nhitng ké
s¢ dung ma tiy da hodc khong thich tac dong ctia né 1én thuy tran. Han c
tiép tuc cong viéc cho dén khi bi Bobby Wise, ké thich kinh doanh ty do
ma han xem nhu chién hitu va c6 con vo ma han dang tham thut qua lai, rit
khau 44 Magnum ra na cho han nam phét dan vao nguc va co, xuyén qua
ctra kinh xe.

L& ra mot vién thoi cling da 1dy mang han r6i. Bon vién con lai han la
danh cho con vg, & nhanh chong t6 cdo ga la ké sat nhan. Nhung ga yéu 4,
thé nén ga van 1dam nham diéu d6 va khoc nac 1én khi canh sat dén tom.

Canh sat Wichita tich thu khau 44 Magnum, kham nghiém c& dan
trung khép, tham van ga két hgp bang chitng va cé dugc 16i tha t6i. Lucas
va Knight la cac dai dién Canh sat Tw phap Hoa Ky phu trach cudc diéu tra,
va cung chac chan rang Wise la ké giét nguwoi duy nhat: rang ga khong phai
la sat thu do ba vo dang dang sat khi hay 1ii con cai cting khat mau khong
kém cua lao trum Alabama ctr dén.

Ho da tham van ca Wise lan vg g4, ho té ra rat ling ting tridc toan bo
cau chuyén bdo vé nhan chitng - ho khong hé biét rang Molina da tham gia
chuong trinh do6. Do cé vé la sy that.

Lucas va Knight quyét dinh khép vu nay lai: chang con gi dé lam &
day ntta.

CHUYEN NHU VAY XAY RA NHU COM BUA véi Lucas trong hai
nam lam canh sat. Anh da gap duwogc nira ta vu an tha vi, hau hét déu két
thdc trong hai tuan, cung vGi nira ta vu theo doi khac van con chwa két thic
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va hai vu an c6 thé khong bao gio pha duwgc. Lucas tham gia Cuc chu yéu
nham nhan nhitng vu an kho - va anh da tim dwgc mot vu ngoai du kién.

Thé gidi dang mé& rong ctra chao dén cac toi pham dén tir Hoa Ky.
Nhitng cudc chién tai Trung Pong va nhu cau doi vdi lao dong chan tay &
nuwec ngoai cling la co hoi cho nhitng ké Iwra gat sang lang tra tron, nau
minh trong khéi Itvra chién tranh va nuéi am muu tuyén dung trai phép.

Nhitng ké khac thi bang qua bién gigi tién vao mién tay Canada, noi
nganh cong nghiép cat dau mang lai cho chiing nguén thu nhap va noi trd
an kin ddo, cling nhw thit ngon ngit kha twong dong. Nganh cong nghiép
tham hoa, vGi su trg gitp cia bién doi khi hau, mang lai nhitng cong viéc
xdy dung khong dugce kiém soat cung nhitng co hdi cho cac nghé si c6 muu
do bat Iwong tai vung Caribbean va Mexico.

Tai My, tham chi cd nhitng méi lién hé binh thwong véi luat phap
cling thuwong xuyén gitp tom cd nhitng ké dao tdu; Nhung khi ching tron
sang dugc nudc ngoai, chuyén nay khong tiép tuc nita.

NHUNG PA CO MOT KHE HO, mot ngudn cung cap nhitng vu diéu tra
thd vi, ma Lucas van chwa chac chan liéu né c6 phat trién thanh cong viéc
on dinh toan thoi gian hay khong. Anh khong chac minh c6 mudén bat tay
vao lam hay khéng. Cac cong viéc dang tim dén anh t* bén ngoai
Washington, D.C, tit cac chinh tri gia gdp rac réi.

MUA XUAN NAM NGOAI, mét nghi si dang Dan cha tir Illinois da lién
hé vdi anh thong qua mot cyu théng déc Minnesota, nguwdi tirng la ban
chung cua ca hai.

Ngai nghi si, Daniel Benson, c6 c6 con gai bé hoc dai hoc, trén khe
mong xam hinh cai dau lau dang boc chay, cap ké thang ban trai mac ao
khoac bo khong tay cudi con Harley. Benson khong lo lang qué nhiéu vé
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chuyén nay cho dén khi ong ta biét thang kia titng vao tu ra t0i, la mot
thanh vién ctia dang Phat xit méi va rang con bé da cung han quay mot
doan clip trén Youtube. Trong doan clip nay con bé gan nhuw khoa than,
ngoai trit van con doi chi€c mii nhai mii sat SS cung chiéc bang tay c6 dau
thap ngodc hai mau dé den. Ngai nghi si khong thé lién hé dugc vGi con bé,
trén ca di dong lan email.

Ngai cho rang con bé cé thé da bi bat céc - hodc néu khong thi it nhat
con bé ciing dang bi giam gii trdi y mudn. Lucas dugc dé nghi di xem xét.
Khi dugc héi y kién, Giam déc Canh sat Tuw phap Hoa Ky vo cung hoan hi,
hita sé am tham ung ho thanh vién cao cap cua ty ban Tai chinh va Thué vu
My.

Lucas tim ra thang Phat xit cing con bé sau tdm ngay, tai noi an nau
cta chiing ¢ Ohio. Anh cting mot canh sat khac mang con bé veé, dang ky
cho no6 vao trung tam diéu tri cai nghién sex va ma tiy. Thang ban trai
chéng doi lai 1énh bat, nén bi gdy mét cang chan khi danh 16n. Vi chong doi
lai 1énh bat bang bao luc ciing 1a mot téi nén ho c6 thé dot nhap vao noi
ching thué. Ho phat hién ra hai nghin vién nang giam dau hydrocodone
trong mot tii nhiyta mong va Bon khau sing ngan ban ty dong.

Ngoai cac t0i tang trit ma tiy nham phan phoi va tang trir vii khi trai
phép, thang nhoc con ganh thém t6i chong doi 1énh bat gilt nén bi tong vao
nha tu lién bang.

Vé doan clip, von da dwogc phat tan trén Internet nén Lucas chang lam
duwgc gi nhiéu, nhung con bé kia ddm bdo dwgc che mat, con doan clip thi
ngu khéi no6i, nén ngai nghi si cho rang minh cé thé bé qua.

LOTI DON THOI VE VU AN lan di rit nhanh, dan dén mét vu khac. Mét
Thuwgng nghi st My tit Wyoming c6 mot ndng trai nudi rat nhiéu gia stc dé
ho trg cho khu virc cong vién quoc gia Yellowstone - ngi ngudi ta nudi soi.
Nhitng con séi bi ban chét bat dau xuéat hién trén dat dai ctia 6ng ta, sau do
la bang qua hang rao vao cong vien. Ban than ngai Thugng nghi si khong
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gdp rac roi gi voi ching, nhwng ngai khéng thich y twéng vé mot hanh dong
hinh sy ma cadc nha mo6i treong hoc han sé chi trich, cung v6i dai CBS va té
hon 1a CNN.

“T6i khong ban 1i séi, cac con cua t6i cling khong, bdi vi téi dan
ching rang may con bé céi chét cho ching ta nhiéu tién hon han 1t séi chét,
rang néu t6i biét ching cé dinh liu dén chuyén nay, t6i sé trirng phat chiing
ra tro,” 6ng ta néi véi Lucas. “T6i muén chuyén nay phai dirng lai, ngay 1ap
tee.”

Ong ta bao d4m nhan vién cta t6 chitc thién nhién hoang da lién bang
sé chang lam nén tro trong gi hét, vi vé co ban ho khong phai la cac nha
diéu tra hinh sy va vi ai cling gap ho roi.

Lucas dén Wyoming, mat vai ngay héi do xung quanh, cudi cung anh
phat hién ba anh em no, déu la dan cao boi, cé6 nghé phu la trém gia stic.
Anh no6i chuyén lang 1é vdi ho vé viéc ai cé thé dang lam céi gi. Ho goi
hanh dong nhw thé la tong tién, nhung cling khong muén manh ctia minh bi
16 ra ngoai, nén dam huynh dé cao bo6i san sang giip d& vé chuyén san ban
sOi.

Sau khi thu xép cac thu tuc phap ly v6i anh ban la nhan vién cua to
chitc thien nhién hoang da, Lucas phuc kich nguoi hang x6m phia nam cta
Thuwong nghi si, ké dang rinh mo mot con vit trdi trong rat giong mot con
soi, trong cong vién. Thuwgng nghi si va ngwoi hang x6m nay tirng ¢ moi
han thu su6t nhiéu nam, mot dang tranh chdp nguon nwéc rat phitc tap ma
Lucas cling chang buén hiéu.

“Thang cho6 nay,” Thuong nghi si da n6i nhw thé khi Lucas goi cho
ong ta. “Han khién t6i s¢g chét khiép, dong thoi khién ca 1i s6i han khong
va chay sach. Mot mdii tén tring hai dich. T6i chac chan thang chét dam
nay thuoc dang Dan chu.”

Thyc ra ngwoi hang x6m chang ban gi ca, thé nén cling khéng bi phat
nhiéu lam, ngay ca néu c6 bi budc tdi. Anh ta phan tran rang minh ra ngoai
di dao va mang theo khau ban ty dong 223 bén nguwdi nhw mot bién phép tu
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vé chong lai s6i... va gau, cd, chim sé ng6 va... cha hiéu nhitng loai khi gi
nira.

Thuwgng nghi si n6i, “bung lo, Lucas. Thang khén nay thué ba ngan
mau dat cua Cuc Quan ly dat dai dé chan tha gia sdc trén dé. Toi tin cac
hgp dong cia hin dang dugc xem xét can than. Thing khén... A ma nay,
tang toi hai tdim danh thi€p cda cau dwgc khong?”.

NHUNG CONG VIEC NAY khién Lucas cam thady minh hoi théi nat - mot
cong dan binh thwong han sé khong nhan sy trg gitp nay cua anh. Mat
khac, nga ba duong cua tdi ac, tién bac va quyeén lwe chinh tri thye sy khién
anh thich thu. Trong cd hai vy, giam doc Canh sat Tw phap Hoa Ky déu goi
anh dén nha minh dé nghe bao cdo, va cudi moi budi 6ng déu dan, “Tiép
tuc lam tot nhé. Néu cau ma lam hong, t6i sé khong bao gio nghe cau noéi
mot cau nao nita”.

SAU CONG VIEC THEO THONG LE TAI WICHITA, Lucas dang ngoi
tai sanh san bay qudc té Dwight Eisenhower, doc t0 Outside, thi Porter
Smalls goi.

“T6i can cau dén néi chuyén vai t6i,” Smalls néi. “Cang sém cang tot.
Pén s6m di.”

“T6i da doc bai viét trén to Pioneer Press vé vu tai nan, khiing khiép
that day,” Lucas dap. “Ngai khong sao chi?”

“Miii chdy mau do bi tdi khi dap vao mat, nhung t6i khong phai chét
nhu CeeCee,” Smalls noéi. “T6i goi cho nhiéu ngwoi va dwgce biét cau khong
¢ trong thanh pho. Bao gid cau méi vé?”

“Bay gio tdi dang & san bay Wichita. Khodng tdm giQ toi nay t6i sé vé
dén nha.”
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“T6t. Nam phut nita t6i sé 1én may bay tai National. Ching t6i dy kién
ha canh lic tdm ruwdi. Cau co6 thé doi toi tai san bay khong? Trong mot nha
hang hay dau ciing dugc? T6i khéng c6 thoi gian an t6i dau.”

“Ngai biét nha hang Stone Arch khong? Chung ta c6 thé udng bia. Va
néu quan dong qua khong néi chuyén dugc, chiing ta c6 thé ki€ém mot cai
cong con trong.”

“Hen gdp cau tai do.”

LUCAS CO VOC DANG CAO LON, trong rin réi, lan da rdm ning he,
mot vét seo dai mau trang do lwdi dao gy ra cat ngang qua long may
xuong ma, hau qud cia mot tai nan bat ngd khi danh ca. Anh c6 doi mat
xanh diu dang, mai téc den gio da mudi tiéu va mot nu cwoi c6 thé trd nén
xdu tinh. Anh thich danh dam, khong qua thwong xuyén nhung thinh
thodng. Mua dong nam ngoadi, khi anh khong thé nhin ro to thie don du da
day né ra du xa, lan dau tién anh da phai nhugng bé deo cap kinh ré tién
gong vang hep ma anh rat ghét.

“Tréng anh c6 giong Yoda khong,” anh cau nhau véi vo.

“Theo em biét thi Yoda khong deo kinh,” Weather dap.

“Y anh khong phai 1a Yoda theo nghia den. Anh muén néi 1a cai 6ng
gi @ Tay Tang - em biét day, vé ton gido ay.”

“Pat Lai Lat Ma ay ha?”

“U, 1a dng ta day.”

Weather nhin anh réi néi, “Ptng, trong anh kha giong ong ta...” Ma
thue ra thi khong, nhung Weather khong bao gio thich nghe 16i than tho.
“Gio thi giong Pat Lai Lat Ma, anh c6 thé doc thyc don roi day.”

Cho du dbi khi Lucas chang ngai cai 16n, nhung anh lai sg bay. Ly tri
cta anh ép co thé buwdc 1én may bay, nhung con tim anh, nita Canada ntta
Phap mach bdo rang cai 6ng kim loai dam xuyén khong khi nay la mot mwu
do bat lwvong, quy quyét va sé két thic rat toi té.
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Anh c6 gang khién minh phan tam bang to Outside, nhung mot trong
cac tiép vién hang khéng thuyc s, thuc sy trong rat xinh dep, thé tirc la c
moi lan nang di lwét qua anh déu phai bé kinh xuéng. Lan cudi cung nhw
vay, nang da vo nhe 1én vai anh. Nang da nhan ra, rd rang nang da qua quen
v6i nhitng noi cang thang ¢ nam gidi.

CHUYEN BAY BI TRE GIO, nhuv thwong 16. Ngay sau khi ha canh, Lucas
goi cho Smalls, 6ng nhac may ngay sau hoi chuéng dau tién va noi, “Toi
biét cadu dén mudn. T6i xudng may bay nam phut tredc roi. Gio t6i dang
tren dwong tdi Stone Arch”.

Lucas khong buon kiém tra hanh ly. Mwdoi phut sau khi chiéc Jetway
cham dwong bang, anh da chup 14y cai ba 16 cung tii nga qua dém.

Quan bar nay ding la mét nha hang san bay dién hinh, cac ban dugc
ké sat nhau, thuan tién cho cac khach di 1é hodc cac cap doi dang trén
dwong dén noi khac, thay vi phai & lai dau dé ca budi t6i. Smalls da xoay
x& ki€m duwge mot ban cach vi khach uéng rwgu gan nhat ba ban, nguoi
chang bu6n dé y gi dén 6ng. Lucas nhan ra 6ng, lién budc dén bo ba 16 va
tli nga xudng, bat tay roi ndi, “Rat vui dwgc gap ngai, Thugng nghi si”.
Anh ngoi xuong. “Ta dung mon gi day?”

“Banh sandwich hay mon nao do,” Smalls dap. “ Bia va hamburger toi
goi sap dwgc mang ra roi.”

KHI NU PHUC VU mang d6 dn ctia Smalls dén r6i bé di chuan bi thuc
don cho Lucas, Smalls reén ngwoi qua ban néi, “Chuyén nay nghe co veé
ngd ngan, nhung cai tai nan xe dy? Chang cé tai nan nao hét. Ma la mét vu
muu sat. Ching da c6 gang giét to6i nhung cudi cung lai giét chét CeeCee.
To6i biét chac ké nao ditng dang sau chuyén nay. Cau ciing biét day”.
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Trong mot lic Lucas khong néi gi, nhwng khi anh néi, né thanh ra thé
nay, “Oi Lay Chua, Porter, ngai c6 chic khong?”.

“Pé t6i ké cau nghe,” Smalls dap.

VA ONG KE, chi dirng lai khi hau ban mang Coke in kiéng va moén
sandwich ga dén cho Lucas, va khi ké xong, ong lién hoi, “Hiéu y toi
khong?”.

“Khong c6 vét son hodc vét xudc kim loai nao tir chiéc xe tai kia a?
Khong mot chut nao sao?”

“Nha diéu tra tai nan & West Virginia néi vay, c6 vé anh ta c6 chuyén
mon day. Thé nén van la bi an. Nhiéu nguwoi lién tuc ggi y rang bi an nay
chi nam trong dau t6i thoi. Ho hoi phai chang chan thwong cua sy kién nay
khién t6i nghi rang chuing t6i bi dam, trong khi chuyén thyc sy xdy ra doé la
CeeCee ngodt tay lai dé tranh xe tai nén dam phai bo dat bén duwong nho
cao dén mat ca chan, ci dam manh dén noi t6i twdng bi nhuw vay. Nhung
khong phai, ching t6i bi d@m ma. Manh 1am.”

“Ngai nghi canh sat West Virginia c6 nhung tay vao khong?” Lucas
héi.

“Oi, chét tiét, khong. Thuc ra ciing khong hin, nhung dwdng nhuw
khong cé kha nang d6 dau. Néu thé am muwu nay sé tré nén qua l6n va
khong thé gidi quyét dugc. Cau biét day, t6i khong bao gio tin vao nhitng
sat thu ngoai doi thwe, cho dén khi Grant hat cang t6i hai nam truedc. Mu ta
c6 nudi sat tha, chac chan day. Chuyén cho chét nay cling gidong thé. Mu ta
tra thu toi bai vi t6i khién mu ta an khong ngon, nga khong yén.”

“Thé ngai muon toi lam gi?” Lucas hai.

“TOI MUON BIET chuyén gi da xay ra, nhitng tin tic t6t nhat cdu c6 thé
trao cho t6i,” Smalls néi. “Xem xét ban diéu tra vu tai nan. Panh gia thw
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cau c6 thé tim ra chiéc xe tai da dam bon t6i hay khong. Phia West Virginia
s& khong chiu tim hiéu dau.” Giong Smalls ngdy cang tram hon. Ong liéc
nhin quanh nha hang. “T6i mu6n cdu phai that kin ddo. Néu ding la Grant
ditng dang sau chuyén nay, c6 kha nang co ta sé lam thé lan nita. Ngay bay
gio toi co thé sé chét. No luc tuyét voi cia CeeCee khi dam vao may cai
cay da chdn chung toi lai trvéc bo viee; nhung toi thi khong lam dvugc.”

Lucas gat dau, roi héi tiép, “Grant c6 chay dua vao ghé tong thong
khong?”.

“Co kha nang d6. Nhung ddy la chuyén khac, viéc t6i mubn cau giai
quyét khong phdi chuyén dé. Uu tién hang dau cuta toi la song sét.” Ho
ngoi suy nghi trong im lang chitng mot phtt, réi Smalls héi, “Cau nghi
sao?”.

“T6i tin ngai ndi that, nhung t6i khong chac s that sé dan thang dén
Taryn Grant. Toi sé noi chuyén vGi canh sat West Virginia, theo doi xung
quanh xem c6 gi tién trién khong. Kha nang la sé tranh dung t6i Grant, it
nhat la trong khodng thdi gian nay,” Lucas dap.

“T6i c6 thé yéu cau nhan vién lién hé vdi bat ky ai cau mudn néi
chuyén,” Smalls noéi. “Trg 1y cda toi tén la Kitten Carter. C6 ay la nguoi
tuyét doi dang tin cay. Toi sé dé Kitten lam nguwdi lién lac cho cu, vi co ay
da biét chuyén nay roi.”

“T6t. Toi phdi néi chuyén véi vg, nhung téi c6 thé téi D.C. vao thi
Hai,” Lucas n6i. Anh ngoi lai va nhin Smalls, r6i rén ngwoi sang va noi,
v6i giong cling nho nhw giong Smalls. “Con mot chuyén nita: Néu dung la
do Taryn Grant, lam thé nao mu lién hé dwgc véi nhém sat thu chuyén
nghiép vay? Mu chi m&i & Washington... xem nao, tam hai nam chi¥ may?”

“Toi c6 cau tra 10i cho cau day,” Smalls noi. “Mu ta ting lam viéc
trong iy ban Tinh bdo Thwgng vién, néi chuyén vdi cac mat vu suét. Roi
con thuce té€ 1a mu ta c6 thé chay dua vao ghé tong thong. Mu ta tré tudi, wa
nhin, giau nitt d6 d6 vach va san sang ném hét tién vao cudc dua. Cé vé
nhw ching ta sé c6 mot tong thong cuc ky khong duwgc long dan trong hai
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nam nita, nguoi c6 thé hodc nam lay co hdi tai tng ct, chap nhan rui ro bi
hat cang hodc nhwong lai ghé cho ké nao dé ciling dang phdi vac cai ganh
ndang khong duwgc long dan ching trén lvng. Thé nén mu ta 1a mot kha nang
c6 thye. Khi nhiéu nguwdi & Washington danh hoi dwgc mot kha nang co
thuc... ho sé chang ngai ma ditng vé phe c6 trién vong thang dau. Ai ciling
c6 mot phe c6 trién vong thang tranh ghé tong thong.”

“Ké ca nhitng ké sat nhan?”

“Cong dong tinh bdo,” Smalls néi, ngoi lai dong thdi quay dau nhin
dam dong tu tap, nhu thé éng cé thé nhan ra mot tén gian diép. “Nghe nay,
Lucas, ding la c6 dén hang tram sat thu dugc dao tao ngoai quan doi, lam
linh danh thué cho céac t6 chitc tinh bao tw nhan. Hau hét bon ching déu la
nguoi tot. Nhitng ké ai quéc mao hiém ca mang song ctia minh vi dat nuéc.
Nhuwng mot s6 ké thi khong tot bung dén thé, va toi c6 vai ngwoi san sang
chitng thue diéu nay trudc cac iy ban. Chang c6 gigi han thuc sy nao doi
v&i ching, ca vé dao ditc hay cac van dé khac. Ching song vi nhitng hiém
nguy. Ching yéu nhitng hiém nguy. Cau thit vung tién cho ching nhw
Grant, cong thém kha nang don vao Nha Trang nhw mu ta thit xem? Chiing
sé rat san long. Ban nang mach bao t6i thé day.”

“Tai sao lai la ngai va tai sao lai la bay gio?”

“V1 t6i dang pha binh Grant ké tir cudc bau ctt, diéu nay bat dau khién
mu ta kho 6.”

“C6 thé ngai nén ngrng pha binh mu ta mét thoi gian,” Lucas goi y.

Smalls cwoi toét, noi, “Gio toi dang tron trong thanh pho, thué hai curu
canh sat lam vé si. Néu cdu xan tay vao vu nay, c6 thé cau sé cho toi biét
minh dang lam vao bao nhiéu rac r6i. That tot khi biét diéu dé trwdc khi toi
xuat hién cong khai trg lai”.

“Cho phép toi hoi ngai vai cau hoi kho chiu nhé... Cudc hon nhan cua
ngai thé nao?”

“Cha cau biét 1a...”
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“Ban than ngai cling s hitu vai khoan...” Cac mau béo cao tai chinh
ctia Smalls dwgce dé trinh vao thdi diém bau ct, dang trén bao chi tai thanh
pho Dai, tiét 16 gia tai wdc tinh khodng mot tram triéu do. “Va néu vo ngai
nghi rang ngai sap... a... don dén noi khac...”

Smalls lac dau. “Ba 4y biét t6i khong lam thé ma.”

“Con gai ngai tirng dé cap chuyén gi do lién quan dén mot ngudi tinh
Litva. Néu ngai chét thi ai sé thira ké? Anh chang nay c6 dugc huwéng
khong? Truc tiép hay gian ti€p?”

“Khong. Vg t6i khong ngu dau,” Smalls dap. “Hon nita hau hét tién
bac sé danh cho may dita nhéc, sau khi chinh pha 1ay phan ctia minh. Can
nhac k¥, toi con song thi ba dy con duw gia vé mat tai chinh.”

“Puogc roi.”

“Nhac lai véi cau lan nita, t6i mubn song sot.”

“Thé con c6 ban Whitehead cta ngai? C6 ai mudn loai bo cd dy
khong?” Lucas hoi.

Smalls thé hat ra, gd ngoén tay tré lién héi xuéng mat ban, khit miii.
“Lucas! Lucas! Tap trung vao! D€ mat dén tirng cau chuyén nham nhi chét
tiét & day di! D6 la Grant! Khong, t6i khong thé nghi ra bat ky ai mudn giét
CeeCee. Co 4y da ly hon muoi lam nam nay roi, chéng c6 ay ciling giau
chang kém gi, han con cd mét gia dinh khac phai lo. CeeCee c6 hai ¢6 con
gai 16n ca roi, nhitng c6 bé xinh dep, lam viéc tai L.A., tién nong khong
phai lo, ching lam sdn xuat phim hoac may cai thit ngu ngbc gi do dai loai
thé. Nghe nay: ching t6i quyét dinh chay dén cabin d6 ding phtit chot, con
chang ma nao biét chiing t0i sé di dau, chac chan c6 ké nao do6 da theo doi
chung t6i.”

“Pugc roi, toi can loai trit nhitng kha nang dé thay,” Lucas noi. “To6i
sé lo vu nay. C6 thé ngai mudn goi cho gidam doc Canh sat Tw phap Hoa Ky
néi chuyén. Nhung khong phai la vé Grant. Hay bdo v6i 6ng dy ngai mudn
toi xem xét tinh hinh.”
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“Ngay mai t0i sé lam viéc dé dau tién. Nhw Grant hay néi: néu cau
phai 1ay gay choc vao cai t6 ong vo vé do, ct ty nhién. Nhung can than dé.
Duwong nhw chang c6 ai tin téi, nhwng nhitng tén nay da co6 gang giét toi, va
sat hai CeeCee. Chung la dan chuyén nghiép.”

LAI XE VE NHA, Lucas suy nghi vé Thugng nghi si Mj Taryn Grant. Hai
nam rudi trede day, mu ta da hat cang Porter Smalls ra khoi Thugng vién,
vdi ty 1€ 51% so vGi 49% phiéu bau, 6ng ta goi do la tro Itra ddo chinh tri
xdu xa nhat lich st ddng Cong hoa.

Lucas gan nhw chac chan rang Grant ditng dang sau vu nay, thong qua
mot ké giat day chinh tri ddng Dan chu, noéi tiéng la mot Manh thudng quan
va doi khi la ké tong tién. Tén nay da tai rat nhiéu anh khiéu dam tré em
vao may tinh ctia Smalls tai van phong chién dich tranh c* cia 6ng ta, dé
r6i chung bi “phanh phui” bdi mo6t nhan vién thyc tap. Lucas da chitng
minh Smalls v6 t0i, nhung qua muon: Grant dac ct.

Moi chuyén tr@ nén phitc tap khi ké cai anh khieu dam tré em ngui
thdy mui co hdi va c6 gang tong tién Grant. Han da bi giét vi ca gan gay rac
roi, va thém ba ngwoi nita bi két lieu vao Ngay bau ctt. Sau cudc bau ctt,
Smalls da cong khai budc t6i Grant la ké dao dién nhitng vu an mang va cai
anh khiéu dam.

Nhiéu nguwdi & Minnesota bat dau tin twdng ong ta. Hai nam sau that
bai trong cudc tranh ci dau tién, ho lai bé phiéu cho 6ng ta tranh cw
Thuong vién lan tGi. Chuyén dé sé chang dé dang gi, nhat la khi ban phai
doi phé vGi mot ké tam than nhw Taryn Grant, Lucas nghi. Néu Smalls
duwgc chitng minh 1a moi de doa, mu ta sé chang ngai ngan gi ma gat bo hét
moi chwdéng ngai trén con dwong dén cai ghé tong thong, that dé dang nhw
mu ta da lam khi tranh ci@ Thwong vién, néu mu ta c6 thé lam thé ma khong
bi bat.

Lan tredc mu ta da danh bai Lucas. Anh chwa titng quén va cling
khong c6 y dinh tha thit. Néu Smalls néi ding vé am mwu am sét, ong ta sé
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lai choi khé mu ta lan nita.

biéu dé khién ong ta vui.

VE DEN NHA, Lucas hén vo cing hai dita nhéc, dé ching di ngt va ké
cho Weather nghe nhitng gi Smalls da noi, rang anh lai phai xa nha vao th&
Hai.

HOm sau la thit Bay, Weather sé nghi lam va khong phai day sém - co
la bac sy phau thuat thwong xuyén roi nha vao lic sau rudi - nén c6 hoi
thic Lucas di ngu va c6 gang hét sitc khién anh mét nhoai. Sau d6 v6i cam
giac lo dang dé chiu, ho ngo6i ngoai hang hién trén tang hai, dé tran nta
than trén, uéng nwdc chanh va ngam bau troi dém he ém diu. Co héi, “Anh
sé di trong bao lau?”.

“Chuwa biét - anh c6 vai nguwdi ban & Washington, nhung vu nay thi ho
khong giup dugc.”

“Ca Mallard cling khong giup dugc a?”

Mallard la phé giam doc FBI tirng hgp tac véi Lucas trong vai vu an
noi tiéng.

“Mallard thién vé chinh tri nhiéu qua. Ong ta sé& khong muén bj vuéng
vao tran dau sing gitta Grant v6i Smalls. Va lai trudc khi cé bat ¢t hanh
dong gi, 6ng ta phdi chac chan rang cau chuyén ctia Smalls 1a hop ly. Néu
ding nhu thé, anh can phdi néi chuyén véi ngwdi nam thong tin ndi bo cua
Thuwgng vién. Nguoi sé ndi cho anh biét Grant cé thé dang néi chuyén véi
ai... ké c6 thé moc n6i mu ta vGi mot sat tha chuyén nghiép. Anh can biét
liéu cé6 thé c6 ké nao d6 mudn thu tiéu Porter con hon ca Grant hay khong.”

“Porter la mot ké kho chiu dang ghét,” co noéi. “Danh sach &ng vién
cta anh c6 thé rat dai.”

“Lan trudc cung an t6i, 6ng ta khién em cwoi day,” Lucas noi.

“Ong ta c6 thé quyén rii,” Weather dap. “C6 khidu hai hudc. Va biét
ké nhitng cau chuyén chinh tri tuyét hay. Nhung 6ng ta cling dang c6 gang
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hét sttc x6a s6 Medicaid*. Va cadm pha thai. Tong khi¢ titng dita tré Mexico
ra khéi dat nwdc nay. Va chac chan rang tat cad dan ong, dan ba va tré em
déu duoc trang bi sing ngan.”

“Phai, 6ng ta la mot ké canh td chdp nhan dwgc,” Lucas néi. “Nhung
em khong bi am sét chi vi diéu do. it nhat la chwa.”

“Vang, nhung néu ai day thuc sy am sat 6ng ta, c6 thé em sé khong
xuong duong tuan hanh tai Washington dé phan doi dau,” Weather néi.

“Xau hoé chwa,” Lucas néi. “N6i em nghe, khong can phai c6 mét bo
6c chinh tri to dung nhw vai ba vg anh da két hon, nhwng anh kha thich ngai
Nghi s nay, ngay ca khi anh khéng buén quan tdm dén cac quan diém
chinh tri cua ong ta.”

Co0 nin thinh, mot lic sau mai noi, “Déem dep that”.

“Pung vay,” Lucas dong tinh, nguwdc 1én ngam nhitng vi sao.

“C6 ding dé bi giét nhé, dugc khong?”
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Khi Thugng nghi si My Tary Grant biét tin Smalls con séng, mu cho
goi Jack Parrish xuéng SCIF* dwédi tang ham ctia minh va mang té tat mot
hoi.

“Anh bdo vu nay ngon an lam co ma,” mu quat lén. “Anh noéi da dan
x€p hoan hédo lam co ma.”

“Thi thé ma,” Parrish dap, ngoi xuong so pha. “T6i c6 bdo cd la vu
nay ngon an dau - T6i chi noi 1a c6 chin mwoi chin phan tram thanh cong.
Ngay ca mot phan tram co hoi song thi thoang van c6 thi ai ma ngd duoc,
va do la chuyén da xady ra.”

“Gio thi ta phai xt ly m6t vu giét nguwdi,” mu rit 1én, ngwdoi run 1én vi
gian dit. “Thay vi mt vu tai nan, ta c6 mot vu giét ngwoi. Nho anh ma gio
FBI sé nhom ngo t6i. Smalls sé mach vdi FBI rang toi ditng dang sau vu
nay, va han khong sai ding khong? Cai d6 dau dat nha anh...”

Mu ct¥ thé xa mot trang dai, va Parrish van dang ngoi trén s6 pha, xem
dong ho deo tay. Ga cé hen gap mat ba thang nhoc da lam héng phi vu dac
biét nay, khong thé 1au qua mwdi lam phit dwge. Qua thoi gian do ching sé
bé di, mé6t sy dé phong binh thwong.

“Mac ké cai dong ho chét tiét do di,” Grant quat lén, nwdc bot ban
sang dau kia phong. “Viit me no6 di!”

“Khong muon hop dwogc,” Parrish noéi. Ga ngap dai, roi héi, “Coé néi
xong chua thé?”.

“T6i xong chuwa dy ha? Chwa, nhung anh thi xong r6i day.”
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“To6i khong nghi vay dau,” Parrish néi, to ra binh than. Ga ting bi an
mang roi, t nhitng Thuwgng nghi s cdp cao hon Grant nhiéu. “Chung ta c6
qua nhiéu ly do dé gan bé véi nhau, vi nhw nguwoi ta thwong noi, mot cay
lam chang 1én non. Thyc t€ la vu tai nan dang 1€ da sudn sé. Néu vay,
ching ta sé€ nhu trit duge ganh ndang ngan can, loai bo duwgc chudng ngai
16n cén duwong c6 vao Nha Trang. Thi thodng moi thit khong xudi chéo mat
mai - tuy nhién xac sudt thanh cong ctia co trong vu nay 16n hon han - so
vdi & bat ky dau, vao bat ky lic nao. Khong c6 bang chitng nao cho thay
day 1a mot vu dam xe. Chang c6 gi cd. Canh sat West Virginia nghi rang
Smalls bi tam than, an néi lung tung.”

Grant tic tim mdt, nhung c6 gang tran tinh. Parrish n6i ding, ngay ca
nhitng ké hoach da tinh nat nwdc doi khi van hong. Nhung ga da sai vé xac
suat. Mu tinh todn xac suat cyc gioi, han sé c6 cach khac hay hon. Vi du so
mot: tim hiéu nha hang noi Smalls hay dén an t6i, phuc kich & cho kin déo
ban mdt phat vao lung, réi cudp tién ctia han. Nhu thé qua don gian, chang
ai c6 thé chitng minh dé khong phai la mot vu cwdp. Ké hoach cta Parrish
c6 qua nhiéu tht di déng, chang ai trong s6 ho da nhan ra diéu dé.

Mu lién nghi sao néi vay.

Parrish nhtin vai. “Cé thé c6 ding. Mat khac, néu ban lao ta, FBI han
sé bua vay khap noi nay. Thugng vién sé khong cho phép.

Ho sé ctr giam doc 1én d6i xem xét tirng tuan, trng tuan mot cho dén
khi nao tom dugc hung thu.”

“Thi mém hung tha cho ching, thang ngu,” Grant quat 1én. “Toi c6
bao anh viit ra ca nii bang chitng dau. Tat ca nhitng gi anh phai lam la di
kiém mot thang moi den ngu dot roi nhét sting vao ba 16 cia n6. Ai cling
chi mudn c6 thé thoi.”

“Pugc roi, toi sé hoi kj may thang kia vé chuyén da xay ra, bao chiing
can nhac thém vai kha nang khac. Smalls 1a mot van dé thuc sy, Co da thay
nhitng gi phe Cong hoa lam v6i Obama va cai gidy ching sinh d6. Chang
c6 bat ky bang chitng nao cd, nhung ho cit néi lién tuc, lién tuc va réi mau
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chuyén phiém do6 khién vai nguwdi nhéd mai. Néu Smalls c néi miét vé
chuyén da xdy ra trong chién dich bau c cta co, t6i khong nghi co sé rii
sach n6 dwgc dau. Phai khién han cam hong,” Parrish néi. “Ma nita, bat ky
lic nao c6 dung cdi tir 'Moi' ngoai van phong nay, co cé thé hon tam biét
Nha Trang dugc roi day.”

MU SUY NGHI VE CHUYEN NAY trong vai gidy - khong thé cii duoc,
Parrish da dung. M6t chéng bao chi dang nam trén ban lam viéc. Sau khi
x€p ngay ngan, mu cam lén t0 bao trén cung, Vanity Fair, r6i quang vao
thung rac. “OK. Chung ta da hanh dong qua hap tap. Anh la ngudi ra y
twdng, anh sai tay chan di lam viéc con t6i thi bo tién ra. Néu thi lai sé phai
la cai gi tinh té hon chit nita. Khéng ban han dugc; khong phai bay gio.
T6i can nhitng y twong.”

“Chung ta sé can nhac,” Parrish néi. Gi¢ thi mu binh tinh lai roi, ga
nhan ra minh cé thé ngtri thdy my, mui nwdc hoa nhv mui khoéi lo lttng
trong khong khi, nhw 16i mdi goi dip Valentine. “Cé thé... t6i khong biét.
Mot vu lum xum khac chang? Toi cuc thich cai vu anh khiéu dam tré em
hoi c6 ra tranh ct: rat tuyét. Ching ta sé nghi vé chuyén dé.”

“T6i khong thé lam cai vu khiéu dam tré em nita, khang dinh luén. Va
day khong phai la Trung Dong; ching ta khéng thé ha guc han bang cai thi
v& van d6 ma mudn nguwdi ta tin bai vi do la thit ton gido ma ho theo,” mu
néi. “Lan t6i, hodc anh c6 gang lam cho t6t hodc ca hai ta sé gap rac roi
16n. Rac roi 16n thye sy day.”

Co6 thé ga da nhéch mép véi mu khi tra 16i, “Co biét day, c6 phai nhan
ra nhitng gidi han cta ban than, Thugng nghi si a. Chinh xac thi c6 sé lam
gi? Khai v&i canh sat vé toi a? Co sé chim xudng ngay cung toi ddy. Chiing
ta cung thuyén réi. C6 vao Nha Trang t6i sé theo c6. Tap quen véi diéu do
di.”
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GRANT BUGC PEN SAU BAN LAM VIEC va vung chan da rat manh.
Trong mot thoang Parrish nghi rang mu lam thé chi dé xa con gian, hodac bi
vap, nhung mu cudi xudng, va khi ditng thang day, mot khau sting ngan da &
trong tay mu. Parrish hiéu rd vé sing 0ng nén nhan ra ngay: mot khau
Beretta. C& 16n, phong cach quan déi doi 1992. Dung nhitng vién dan giét
nguoi cd 9mm, cai 16 né tao ra da cho ban nhét ca qua béng da vao trong.

Mu buéc vé phia ga, Parrish chim sau hon nita vao ghé banh. Ga nghe
tiéng chot an toan dwgc bat, va néu ga c6 dirng day, mu c6 thé sé bop co.

“Purng lam thé,” ga budt miéng. “Toi khong...”

“Toi sé lam gi dy a? Ké nao sé khién to6i lam thé nhi? Co phai dé la
diéu anh muon biét khong?” Mu lai quat 1én, mgt vét nwdc bot chay ra twr
kh6e miéng. “Thé néu ty t6i khién chinh minh lam thé thi sao? C6 hiéu qua
khong ha?”

Nong stng chi con cach miii gd chwa dén mot mét, ga 1am bam, “Cé
hiéu qua ma, t6i nghi vay. Sé hiéu... Bung lam thé...”.

Parrish c6 thé nhin rd ngén tay Grant trén co sung trang béch, ga co
thé nghe thay hoi thé nang nhoc ctia mu... Mu lui lai, ha giong xuéng va
cau nhau, “Pirng bao gid lao 1€u véi t6i. Toi biét hoan canh cua anh. Toi
biét anh hoi dién mot chut. Nhwng nhé cho ky: Toi con dién hon anh rat, rat
nhiéu day.”

Gio ga dang toat mo hoi thyc sy, “T6i hiéu ma,” ga dap. Khau stng
van nham vao miii ga, ng6n tay mu trén co sung van trang béch. Trong mu
nhw thé mudn bop co, ga cé thé thay diéu dé trong doi mat xanh 1ap lanh
ctia mu. “T6i dong y. Toi sé khong bao gid hanh dong 16 mang ma khong
néi cho c6 biét.”

“T6t hon roi day,” Grant néi. Mu chia nong sung 1én tran nha. “Gid thi
con diéu gi chiing ta c6 thé 1am v6i Smalls nita? Y toi 1a ngay ltic nay?”

“Co6 1€ tot nhat 1a nam im va dirng c6 lam gi cd,” Parrish dap, giong
run rdy. Ga c6 gang mém giong. “Néu quyét dinh tdn cong han lan nita,
chiing ta van con thoi gian. Nhung c6 diéu c6 can biét: han da sai nguoi di
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tim hiéu cac khodn dau tv ctia c6 & Minnesota. Néu ¢6 muon lam tong
thong, tot hon hét dirng dau tw nhiéu vao do.”

“Khong nhiéu. Chang c6 gi bat hgp phap ca. Han sé chang tim ra dugc
gi dau.” Mu khom ngudi xuéng cat khau sung vao ngan kéo ban. Parrish co
nhin rd do 1a ngan kéo nao phong khi ga can dén thong tin nay trong twong
lai. Ga sé khong bao gid xuéng can ham nay ma khong mang sung theo.

Cho du c6 thé ga sé khong can. Trudc cudc doi dau nay, ga twéng rang
Grant chi la mot & Minnesota t6c vang hoe, moi thit déu cho thdy mu la ké
tlr t&, ngot ngao, co thé trén mirc trung binh mot chit. Nhung chi c6 thé. Va
chac chan mu khong ngu.

Nhung suy nghi cia han da thay déi trong hai phiit vira roi.

Hai phut sau, khi bwéc ra khéi ctta va van con séng, ga nhan ra rang
minh bat chgt thiy tén trong mu, ton trong mu nhiéu nhw bat ky ké tam
than nao.

Mu con dién hon cd minh...

KHI GA DI ROI, Grant van & dudi ting ham, nghién ngdm vé sai lam véi
Smalls va nhitng hau qua c6 thé xay ra.

Liéu bon c6m c6 diéu tra dugc chuyén gi da xdy ra khong? Cé cach
nao mu c6 thé can thiép ma khong bi xem la ké chiu trach nhiém khong?
Liéu c6 cach nao khién Smalls bi xem la ké da gay ra “tai nan” khong? Néu
loai bé dugc Parrish - vinh vién, bang mot vién dan - thi liéu mu cé thoat
khoi moi cudc diéu tra khong? Mot ngudi nita biét chuyén mu dan xép vai
Parrish, biét mu sai tay chan bam theo Smalls. Néu mu cé giét chét Parrish
di nita thi y van & ngoai kia.

KHI TRUNG CU Thuong nghi si, Taryn Grant di mua can biét thy tai
Georgetown, dang sau cong vién Dumbarton. Ng6i nha dwgc xem la da bay
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muoi nam tudi, nhwng néu c6 thém vai chi tiét con sot lai tr kién tric ban
dau, mu ciing cha tai nao nhan ra. Bugc xay bang gach do, phia sau cac bitc
twong gach cao hon hai mét la khu vuon tuyét dep, moi tht dugc “nang
cap” dén noi trong can nha nhw chi méi xay dwgc mot nam.

Mu qua that cé con mat tinh twong khi chon dwgc can nha dep, mang
vé trang nghiém nhw can nha nay, thém vao do la vi tri dac dia, va diém hap
dan 16n nhat chinh la can nha titng thudc sé hitu ctia ngai bo tredng quoc
phong sap man nhiém. Can ham duwgc chinh trang lai bang tién thué tuyét
do6i chac chan, dugc biét dén nhv mot khong gian SCIF - kién thitc mu hoc
dwgc khi dén Washington. Mu thué mot cong ty an ninh ra soat ki tirng
phan va khong phat hién ra bat ky nguy co nao. Ngoi trong can ham nay,
mu c6 cam twong nhw thé dang ngoi dwdi tang ham ctia ngan hang.

Néu thue sw ban chét Parrish, rac roi 16n nhat cia mu han la qua trinh
don dep va tieu huy, vi khong mot ai bén ngoai noi nay dugc phép nhin
thdy hay nghe thay bat ky diéu gi. C6 thé van phai tinh dén treong hgp xau
nhat, mu nghi.

GRANT RAT GIAU.

Mu trong cao rao véi voc dang kha can doi va mai téc vang. Mu nam
trong tay gan mot ty do, phan duwgc hwéng tv viéc kinh doanh hang hoa
nong nghiép cua gia dinh, cong ty tw nhan 16n thit nam nwéc My, gio day
do anh trai mu diéu hanh. Chwa hét, mu con s& hitu hai cong ty Internet quy
mo nho nhung an nén lam ra, do cdc CEO mau lanh, tan nhan nhw mu diéu
hanh tw xa.

Tat nhién, véi mot quy cd quyén rii nhw vay sé lam day 1én nhitng 1oi
don vé nhu cau tinh duc cao, cho du chang ai 16i anh ra chitng minh dwoc.
Trong thyc té€, mién la kin dao, chuyén thi thoang quan hé vGi nhitng doi
twgng hap dan do6i véi mu chang cé van dé gi, va nhu cau tinh duc ctia mu
cling hoan toan binh thwong.
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Chinh quyeén Iyc, chit khong phai tinh duc, méi la thit ma tiy khién
mu say mé. Grant khong qua thich thu véi chinh sach, v6i Thugng vien hay
viéc dwgc xuat hién trén ti vi; thit mu ham muon la chiéc bia quyén luc, cai
btia to nhat mu cé thé tim thay. Barack Obama la nguwdi hung trong mat mu
chi vi mét ly do duy nhat ma théi: 6ng ta c6 mot nhiém ky Thuwong nghi si
tredc khi tré thanh tong thong.

“Quy ba Tong thong” nghe mdi kéu lam sao.

Néu moi thit di dung hwéng thi Grant con hai nam nita.

Nhwng moi thit da khong dién ra theo ké hoach, vi may thang ngu cia
Parrish da that bai trong nhiém vu twéng chirng hét sitc don gian: giét
Smalls va nguy tao thanh mot vu tai nan. Parrish da ding gitta SCIF va
trinh bay ké hoach nhuv mét diép vu biét kich: “P¢ la tat ca nhitng gi may
thang cha nay tirng lam, d6i v&i hau hét nhitng ai chét duéi tay chuing.
Nhitng ké ching xda so... khong phdi tit ca déu la c6ng dan ctia quéc gia
thu dich. Ma doi khi, co6 can phai loai b6 m6t muc tiéu dac biét tai mot dat
nuac hoa binh”.

Co ta hoi, “Vi du nhu Pakistan ay a?”.

“Phai. Va nhv nuwéc Pure nita.”

BON NGAY SAU KHI rit sting nhim vao Parrish, Grant goi gi quay lai
SCIF. Mot ngon den dé nhdp nhay trén ban lam viéc bdo cho mu biét ga
mang theo vii khi. Mu m@ san ngan kéo ban noi cat giau khau Beretta dé
tién khi muon 1ay ra.

Lan nay mu da kiém ché tot hon.

“Anh biét rang tranh cai da no ra quanh cudc bau ctr cua toi... rang da
c6 nguoi chét,” mu néi. P6 khong phai la cau héi.

“Phai, toi biét,” Parrish dap.

“Anh con biét ca cai tén Lucas Davenport?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“T6i da doc hét cac mau bao cat ra. Y la canh sat chi huy cudc diéu
tra,” Parrish dap.

“MGt, hai nam sau cudc diéu tra, y dwgc bé nhiém lam Canh sat Tw
phap Hoa Ky,” Grant noi. “Y nhan dwgc cong viéc do vi Smalls va cuu
thong d6c Minnesota...”

“Henderson, ngwdi chay dua vao ghé pho tong thong.”

“Phai. Hai nguoi ho da giat day thé nao do6 tai Washington, giao cho y
cong viéc mai,” Grant néi. “Toi khong biét vi tri ctia y la gi, ngoai trir viéc
y c6 lién quan dén vu dau sung nghiém trong & Texas nam ngodi. Ma doan
thir xem? Smalls dé nghi y diéu tra vu tai nan ctia anh day.”

“Y sé chang tim ra cai quai gi dau,” Parrish noi. “C6 gi ma tim co chg.
T6i da xem hét cac ho so ctia canh sat West Virginia roi - toi sai mot thang
sao chép tir cAc may tinh cta ho - va ho chinh thitc x4ac dinh rang do la vu
tai nan ty phat, khién mot ngwoi bi thwong nhe con mot ngudi tir vong.
Khoéng lién quan dén rwgu bia va khong cé 10i budc tdi nao dwgc dwa ra.
Chi la thua tuc. Vu an khép lai.”

“Rat vui khi nghe diéu d6. Nhung t6i can biét Davenport dang lam cai
gi,” Grant néi. “Y thong minh va rat nguy hiém. Khi t6i n6i nguy hiém, y
toi muon noi la ké sat nhan. Anh nghi cac siéu diép vién cta anh giai quyét
dugc y khong?”

Parrish khong wa 16i an néi mia mai, nhung van dap, “Pwong nhién.
Toi sé can it tién”.

“Chung t6i c6 mot van phong gia dinh tai Minneapolis,” Grant noi.
“Co6 mot ngudi ¢ do tén la Frank Reese. Toi sé gt tin nhan cho anh ay, bao
anh 4y chd anh hodc mét trong cac thudc cap ctia anh. Anh can bao nhiéu
anh ay sé cap du, bang tién mat, nhung t6i hy vong anh gidi thich day du.
Khong phdi ti tién, nhung t6i sé khong chiu néi néu bi bién thanh con
ngoc”.

“T6i hiéu,” Parrish noi. “Khi c6 néi la gt tin nhan...”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ma héa toan bo, gwi dén mot noi ma chi Reese va t6i biét thdi,”
Grant dap.

“T6t, toi an twong day,” Parrish noi. “Nghe nay, néu vu nay tré nén
phtic tap, chang phai sé t6t hon néu dé nghi Reese dwa ca cuc moét lan hay
sao? Hay dén gdp anh ta vai lan sé tot hon?”

“Anh can bao nhiéu?” Mu héi.

“T6i chua biét. Néu moi lan ching t6i quay lai, né c6 thé lién quan
dén mot su kién... ddc biét... c6 thé la rac roi. Chung t6i c6 thé can vai sy
kién trong hai nam t&i.”

Mu gat dau. “T6i sé ddan Reese trao cho anh mot mira,” mu noéi. “Anh
c6 thé theo d6i Davenport s6ém duwgc chirng nao?”

“MOt ntra cua bao nhiéu?”

“Ntra triéu,” mu dap. “Chac da roi chi?”

MGt lan nita bi an twong, cho du Parrish khong néi ra. “Chiéu nay toi
sé bay dén Minneapolis. T6i muon dich than lién hé vGi Reese. Siét chat
thong long,” Parrish dap. “T6i sé cit nguwoi bam theo Davenport ngay lap
tirc, tim hiéu xem y dang & dau.”

“Co6 thé y chra tim dugc khach san. Toi duwgce biét phai dén mai hodc
ngay kia y m@i c6 mdt & day.”

“C0 moi dugc thong tin ddy tir dau ra thé?” Parrish hoi.

“T6i c6 nguoi trong té chirc ctia Smalls.”

“Cha.” Lai bi an twgng. “Néu Davenport bay mday bay thwong mai,
ching toi c6 thé tim ra chuyén bay cta y, nhan dién y tai san bay khi may
bay ha canh.”

“Lam di.” Mu chi ga ra ctra. “Git lién lac day.”

DPang budc, Parrish bong dirng chan, quay ngudi lai. “Vi c6 muon biét
moi thit nén tdi c6 mot dé nghi c6 co thé thdy hitng thi day. Hodc cé thé
queén luén no di”

“La gi?”
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“Néu thang cha Davenport nay khong diéu tra vu tai nan, thi ai sé
lam?”

Mu suy nghi mét luc r6i dap. “T6i khong biét. Cé thé chang cé ai.
Davenport ti'ng c6 mac m¢é ca nhan vdi riéng t6i. Y nghi rang to6i c6 lién
quan tdi cdc vu &n mang quanh cudc bau ctr cia t6i. Y muoén téom dwoc toi.
T6i chang nghi ra ai cé cung dong co nhw thé, ngoai trir chinh Smalls.”

“Nhung y chi la canh sat & mot thanh phé nhé, diung khong?”

“Lay Chua t6i, Parrish, thanh ph6 ay khong nhé dau,” Grant n6i. “Cé
ba triéu ngwoi song trong cai khu do thi thanh phd Do6i d6. Davenport la
mot ddc vu cia Cuc Diéu tra Hinh su. Ho s& hitu nhitng nang luwc ctia FBI
day.”

“Dau vay...”

“Dau vay cai con khi. T6i biét rat nhiéu vé Davenport. Y rit lui khoi
nganh thyc thi phap luat dwgc hai nam roi, thanh 1dp mot cong ty phan
meém may tinh tir hai ban tay trang, r6i ban né di vai gia khoang 20 hoac 30
triéu do, gio day y c6 gia tdi 40 triéu do. Néu anh xem thuwdng y, y sé an
song anh day.”

“Puogc roi, da hiéu. Néu ching ta c6 mot thang cha khong thong minh,
va khong c6 dong co twong tw thé thi tot qua roi dang khéng? Thé néu
Davenport bi thuwong thi sao? Khong mat mang, nhung da dé bi loai khoi
cudc diéu tra. Pu lau dén mic vu tai nan cia Smalls bi chim nghim. Sé
chang ma nao quan tam nita.”

Grant nga nguoi vao lung ghé, can moi. Mot liuc sau, mu dap, “Kha
hdp dan ddy. Vi mét diéu, t6i mudn thay y bi thwong. Cho du y tirng la ké
san moi. S€é nguy hiém day”.

“MAy thang nhoc cua t6i c6 thé xi duwge. Bo cudc vao phit chét, néu
cam thay cé chuyén khéng 6n. Ching sé ra tay cudp do cua y, dé trong nhw
mot vu tran 16t.”

Mu can nhdc y kién nay mét lic roi noi, “Ci theo doi y trwede da. Xem
xem y dang theo dubi céi gi, liéu c6 dan dén dau mdi nao khong. Sau dé ta
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c6 thé tinh dén chuyén ha y”.
Parrish gat dau. “T6i sé ctt nguwoi theo ddi phong khach san cua y.
Nhan véi ngudi cia cb tai Minneapolis la toi sap dén.”

PARRISH DI ROI, Grant déng cira SCIF, tim ba quan gia, bao ba ta mang
moén sandwich tritng ran cung nuwéc sot ca chua va mot ly Chablis vao
phong an sang.

Mu con viéc phéi lam lién quan t&i don vi bau c, chan ngat nhung
can thiét. Mu doc qua hét cac ghi chép cua trg ly va nhém nghién cttu van
de, nhung khi bita an dwoc don 1én, mu gat gidy t0 sang mot bén va dung
bita, mat li€c ra khu vueon & san sau. Ba cay s6i to, ba cay go thich ciing
nho hon, m6t mau go thich Nhat Ban sé chuyén sang mau dé rurc vao thang
Chin, mdt cay bach qua, tat ca déu lot thom trong mot vieon hong.

Mu nghi dén Davenport. Mu da néi v6i Parrish rang minh dién r6; va
mu nghe néi rang ban than Parrish ciing 1a mot ké dién.

Trong tam tri mu, c6 rat nhiéu kiéu dién, bao gom hai kiéu c6 thé hitu
ich néu ching khong dan ban di quéa xa. Tac dong ctia ching rdi loan am
anh cuong ché (OCD) giup ban tang cwong sitc tap trung dén mirc am anh,
khi can thiét. Mot chiat tdm than ludn luon hitu ich trong cong viéc: ban
quan tdm dén chinh minh vi chang ai khac lam thé.

Grant la su hoi tu cta ca hai kiéu, m6t chit dién nho OCD, mot chut
dién kiéu bénh tam than... va mu nghi Davenport cling vay. Y chac chan la
ké tdm than, can c vao nhitng ghi chép vé cac vu giét ngudi cia y. Néu
khong thé thi lam sao y c6 thé chiu noi chinh ban than minh?

Réc rd6i ¢ day la y con cuc ky théng minh. Mu khong r6 Parrish c6
danh gia cao diéu nay hay khong. Davenport da nam trong tay khodn tién
16n tir cong ty phan mém, nhuwng thay vi c6 gang phat trién nd, y lai quay
Vé V(i tro san moi.

Prng la thang dién, giong nhw minh, mu nghi. Y sé sém dén tim mu.
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Mu can phai lam gi do.
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Lucas bay chuyén s6m vao hom th¢ Hai, on troi la mot chuyén bay
ngan t* Minneapolis dén Washington. M6t trong s6 cac trg ly ctia Smalls
tai Minnesota da ghé qua vao hom thit By, mang cho anh ban d6 va chia
khda can ho cta ong.

Anh mang theo hai chiéc tii can thiét, mot tii dung cac bd comple
mua hé xép tang ngan nap cung 4o so mi, do 16t, tat, mot tdi vé sinh ca
nhan Dopp kit, cling nhu hai chiéc quan so6c tap thé hinh, vai chiéc do thun
cotton danh cho nhitng budi chay bo va mot déi giay chuyén danh cho hoat
dong thé thao cung ba chiéc di dong gia ré dung mot 1an ma anh mua tai
Best Buy hom Chu nhat.

Chiéc tai con lai, mé6t chiéc ba 16 Arc'teryx c& 16n, dung laptop, iPad,
may xap gidy ghi nhd mau vang, may chiéc but chi bAm, mot may ghi am
b tii, mot may quay phim Sony RX10 III va tat ca cac bo sac, day cap, pin
cung cac thé nhd di kem. Anh chi mu6n bo lai cai may quay kim loai cong
kénh, nhung vi dé 1a mon qua Weather mua tang khi anh gia nhap Céanh sat
Tu phap Hoa Ky nén danh phai mang theo.

Viéc thué xe la mét bat tién nho, nhuwng mot tiéng dong ho sau khi ha
canh, Lucas da bang bang roi khoi Washington trén chiéc xe thué hiéu
Range Rover Evoque mau den, v&i ctta hau c& bang ban tay.

Do la mot ngay nang néng. Nhitng ngon ndi trédc mat chim trong lan
srong am mau xanh sang m& mo nhu tdm rém trén xa 19 lién tiéu bang. Dé
dén cabin cta Smalls, hé thong dinh vi chi anh di cac duwong cao toc quanh
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co qua nhiéu ngon nui. N6 khién anh bi lac & hai dam cu6i, budc anh phai
xem ban d6 gidy su6t quang duwong con lai.

Anh nhan ra minh da chay qua noi xe Smalls bi vang khoi mat duong,
nhing khong ban tdm - anh mu6n bat dau tir cho cabin va trai nghiém cung
dwong Smalls va Whitehead da di.

Cabin cach dwong ba muwoi mét, an minh sau mét hang cay, nhin ra bai
c6 ram rap trai dai dén con doc ngan. Va né la mét cabin ding nghia - cac
stic go mau dong vdi nhitng bac thang son mau xanh go thong dan 1én hién
trdc. Mot chiéc xe ban tai do trén duong xe vao nha cé ro-modc phia sau,
mot ba gia v6i mai téc bac budc tim dang chay may xén cé John Deere
quanh san. Khi Lucas xu6ng xe, ba ta tat mdy, thdo d6i bong bit tai ra roi
héi, “Cau bi lac a?”.

“Néu day la nha cta Thuong nghi si Smalls thi khong a.”

“Chinh n6 ddy,” ba gia néi. “Nhung anh ta khong & day.”

“Tbi biét. Ong ta dang & Minneapolis,” Lucas néi. Cho ba gia xem thé
canh sat cia minh, anh néi. “Toi la canh sat Tv phap My, dang thu ly vu an
ctia Thwong nghi s Smalls. Ong 4y da trao chia khéa cho t6i.”

“Cau dang diéu tra chiéc xe nat dé a?” Ba ta hadi.

“Vang, tim hiéu vé no.”

“Cho cau biét nhé, cau canh sat, d6 la mot chiéc Cadillac nat bay. T6i
da dén phia san sau nha Bill Bunson dé xem né.”

“No6 & dau a?” Lucas hoi.

“Trén Green Spring ay,” ba ta dap.

“Con nam ¢ ddy khong a?”

“Tri phi canh sat dén cau né di. Hodac Thuwong nghi si da lam thé,” ba
ta noi.

“Co thé t0i sé qua dé xem xem.”
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LUCAS VAO TRONG cabin, néng nuc va ngdt ngat, anh nhap mat ma cta
Smalls vao hé thong an ninh, bat diéu hoa, cdi 4o khoac, 1dy mot chai Fat
Tire tr trong tu lanh va mot tdi banh quy xoan tir ti ché roi quay ra ngoai,
ngoi trén hang hién.

Ba gia khi ndy di chuyén vong quanh phia sau cabin, van tiép tuc xén
€O, va nam phut sau khi Lucas ra ngoai hién, ba ta lai may xén cé quay ra
bai c6 truedc nha, tién dén chiéc xe modc phia sau chiéc xe ban tai. Ba ta tat
may xén co, day 1én cau xe nang di dong, khéa lai roi néi véi Lucas, “Ngay
néng tuyét voi dé uong bia day”.

“Con may chai nira trong ta lanh day. Ba vao lay tw nhién di.”

“To6i khong chac Thuong nghi si sé vui dau.” Nhung ba ta khong bo di
sau 101 dé nghi cua Lucas.

“T6i sé no6i voi 6ng ay la minh udng hai chai,” Lucas dap.

Ba gia gat dau, roi néi, “Tén toi la Janet Walker, xin cam on, anh t6t

Z9

qua”.

Ba ta budc vao trong nha, mot phut sau quay lai véi mot chai Fat Tire
khac, ng6i xuéng chiéc ghé lam bang liéu gai trén hang hién. “Cau thu
duwgc thong tin hay ho nao vé vu tai nan chwa?”

Lucas lac dau. “T6i md&i dén Washington khodng ba tiéng trudc, tw
Minnesota. T6i dang doi canh sat tuan tra cao t6c West Virginia dén. Cé thé
anh ta sé cho toi biét doi diéu.”

“Quanh day dang don Thwong nghi s uéng say va lai xe 1éch khéi con
dwong, roi do 16i cho c6 bo nhi da chét,” Walker noi.

“B0 nhi u? T6i twdng co ta la trg ly chinh tri”

“A vang, tdi khong nghi ngd ¢6 ta hd trg Thwong nghi si, bing cach
nay hay cach khac... Birng bao Thuwong nghi si 1a t6i néi thé nhé, t6i can
viéc lam ma.”

“Yén tam di,” Lucas n6i. “Ba biét gi vé vu tai nan khong?”
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“Cha biét cai khi gi6 gi ca,” Walker dap. Ba ta ngita dau ra dang sau tu
mot ngum bia 16n, r6i noi, “Sau khi xén xong dam cé dai chd c6 gi suéng
bang tu bia lanh... T6i chang biét gi ca dau, nhung nghe n6i Thwgng nghi si
khai vGi canh sat rang mot chiéc xe ban tai hat xe ho vang khéi duong. Cé
hai ké la mat da 1ai mot chiéc xe ban tai qua day ngay nghi cudi tuan hém
dé. Toi thay ching lang vang quanh day mot ngay trwdc vu tai nan, nhung
tir bay dén gio khong thay nita”.

“Co gi bat thuwong khong?”

“A... khong, c6 18 1a khong. May thing d6 nhin ngé xung quanh,
nhung chang lam gi dac biét ca. Chinh mat t6i trong thay chiing, 6ng chu
cta toi cling thdy. Trong chiing ciing luyc lwdng ra phét. Peo kinh thé thao
phan cue, doi mi bong chay, trong thang thdm, nhw quan nhan ay.”

“C0 ai bao canh sat khong?”

“Bdo cai gi? Rang t6i thay may thang trong xe ban tai a?”

“Xe ban tai kiéu gi?” Lucas hoi.

“Black Ford F-250. Mdi tinh,” ba ta dap. “Hodc gan nhw méi.”

“Bién so0 dia phuong a?”

“Khong dé y.”

WALKER KHONG BIET GI NHIEU. Uéng xong chai bia, ba ta budc
thang xuodng 16i di chim trong ddm may bui mau vang.

Lucas quay vao trong cabin nhin ng6é xung quanh mét lat. C6 bon
phong ngu bé ti, phong chinh cé giwong ngh & 16n, ba phong con lai moi
phong c6 hai givdng ngt va mot phong tam.

Lucas ciing c6 mot cabin riéng, tv ddm nhan phan thiét ké: n6é gan
giong mot phong ngun tap thé, titc 1a danh cho cang nhiéu nguwdi ngu cang
tot trong mot khong gian kha don so. Ngan cach phong khach véi can bép
gon gang la mét quay an sang, véi mot ban an cung tam cai ghé song song

https://thuviensach.vn



v6i quay. Mot ban choi poker dat trong géc phong, trén mat san go van cé
may vét xuwéc, cho thay noi chiéc ban dwgc day ra gitta phong khi can thiét.
Mot chiéc di-vang va bon cai ghé nhoi bong qua da doi dién chiéc ti vi sau
muoi inch.

Anh xem xét xung quanh nha dwgc chirtng muai phut - danh hai phut
nghién cttu cuén Thu vui tinh duc tim thdy dudi gam giwong - thi mot chiéc
xe tién 1én 16i xe vao nha. Quay ra hang hién, anh thdy Carl Armstrong
dang budc xudng tir xe canh sat bang, chiéc Chevy SUV mau xanh vang.
Armstrong bang tudi Lucas, than hinh nang né, gwong mat do gay cung mai
toc hidi cua, mdc quan dai mau nau vang nhat va 4o s@ mi cong sé mau
xanh. Anh ta vay tay chao Lucas roi budc vong quanh xe sang ghé hanh
khach, m@ ctra xe, 16i ra mét va li bang da da cdi.

“Anh la canh sat Davenport?” Anh ta héi khi budc 1én nhitng bac
thang ngoai hién.

“La toi,” Lucas dap. “Anh la Carl?”

“Vang. Chét tiét, néng qua.”

“Toi c6 chia khéa nha ctia Thugng nghi si, diéu hoa bat san r6i. Vao
nha di. Anh dung bia nhé?”

ARMSTRONG KHONG UONG bia khi dang 1am nhiém vu, thé nén Lucas
lay cho ho hai chai Pepsi an kiéng. Ho ngo6i tai ban an, Armstrong 16i tw
trong va li ra mot tui tai liéu cé dung mot tap gidy, gop thanh b6 bang may
cai kep.

Anh ta md& tui, thdo boc gidy roi bay hét ra ban cho Lucas xem. “Cac
birc anh chup chiéc xe, cac bao cao tir phong thi nghiém, cac birc anh va
bao céo ti hién treong, cac bién ban tham van Thugng nghi si Smalls, mot
bién béan ghi lai cudc goi dén 911. Cua anh hét day.”

“Thuwgng nghi si Smalls néi rang cé vé anh la mot nguwdi gioi chuyén
mon,” Lucas néi. “Toi sé xem hét tirng gidy t0 mot, nhung thit to6i mudn la
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nhan dinh chinh xac nhét cda anh... ngoai bién ban... Chuyén gi da xdy ra &
day vay?”

Trong am cta Armstrong khién Lucas chi nghi dén tiéng lanh lanh caa
kim loai, giong nhw ban thu am dau tién ctia Hank Williams trén dia nhya.
Anh ta dap, “T6i thuc sy biét on Thugng nghi si khi ngai ay néi vay. Ngai
ay co6 thé rat dang sg ngay ca khi anh ngoi tit dang xa trong mot budi gay
quy lién bang nao do, anh hiéu y t6i khong? Ngai ay sé khong khién ca
West Virginia nay sg vai linh hon vi nhitng gi t6i néi day chi?”.

Lucas gat dau. “Toi tirng lam viéc ¢ Cuc Diéu tra Hinh sy Minnesota
nhiéu nam treéc khi nhan viéc nay. Ngwoi ta sé gitt b6 mat nghiém tic tai
cac budi gay quy lién bang.”

“Chinh xac,” Armstrong n6i. Anh ta ti cd hai khuyu tay xudng ban,
cac ngén tay dan vao nhau. “A c mudi nha diéu tra tai nan thi c6 dén chin
nguoi sé ké anh nghe cau chuyén giéng hét nhau vé nhitng gi xdy ra dém
hom dé: c6 thé 1a bo nhi cia Thigng nghi si da lo dénh, hodc c6 thé 1a mot
chiéc xe ban tai khac khién nang sg khiép via va danh xe 1éch khoi duong.
Hodc - dirng bao toi ndi nhé - Thwong nghi si reén nguwdi sang vi mudn
thom mot cai, két qua xe ho d6 nghiéng sang bén. Bagi vi chang hé c6 bang
chitng hitu hinh nao ca.”

“Co ta co dang goi dién thoai khong?”

“Khong - mot trong nhitng chi tiét dau tién ching t6i kiém tra. Thugng
nghi si cling khong. Ca hai ngudi déu goi dién thoai ti tredc d6 vao budi
chiéu, cho mét phu nit tai Washington 1a trg ly cia 6ng ay, nhung sau bon
gio chiéu thi khong goi nita.”

“Ten la Kitten Carter a?”

“Vang. Co Carter ndi rang do la cudc goi cong viéc binh thwong. Toi
khong thac mac badi vi n6 chang lién quan gi dén vu tai nan hét.”

“Vay la muoi ngwoi thi hét chin sé bao rang cau chuyén cua Thugng
nghi si Smalls vé chiéc xe tai kia la sai, bang cach nay hay cach khac. Rang
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chang c6 xe nao dam tring ho ca. Thé nha diéu tra tai nan thit mwdi mot sé
noi gi day?” Lucas hoi.

“D6 sé la toi,” Armstrong dap. “Toi da lap ho so tit ca cac bao cao
nay, va néu bat ky ai xem chiing ciling sé dwa ra két luan twong tw mwoi
nguoi kia. Nhung dé t6i noi anh nghe, anh canh sét a, & day c6 chuyén gi
d6é khong diung. Ho bi vang khoéi con dwong trong khi né nam thang tap,
phia trén dinh doi, cho c6 con thac 16n nhat chay vao song. Chang cé ly do
gi dé c6 Whitehead phai dot ngdt danh tay 1ai sang bén phai. Trtr phi c6 dy
dang c6 gang muon giét chét ca hai. Xem cai cach c6 dy ngan chiéc xe lao
xuong doi, chac chan c6 ay khéng c6 vé mudn ty sat. Néu ké nao d6 dang
c6 am muu giét ho, va néu ching c6 gang lam thé bang cach dam vao chiéc
Caddy, thi dé chinh xac la noi ching sé€ chon. Buong thi hep, 16p da cudi
khong phai 1a bai dap hoan hdo nhét, néu chiéc xe tdi kia bat kip ho va dam
mot cu that manh...”

“Ho sé 1on nhao,” Lucas goi y.

Armstrong gat nhe. “Cau chuyén cia Thugng nghi si Smalls khién t6i
an twgng rat manh. Anh khong thé bia ra mot cau chuyén nhuw thé réi ké toi
nghe. Néu 6ng dy ndi doi thi t6i da phat hién ra réi. V&i Thuong nghi si, t6i
c6 cam giac rang ong ay dang ndi that. Hodc it nhat t6i nghi la thé. Tai sao
ong 4y phai noi d6i? Chang ai say rugu, con co dy la ngudi lai xe. Chang ai
pham tdi cd. Ong 4y néi ring khi ho rdi khéi cabin, dng ay c6 hoi budn
ngi. Ong 4y tinh day khi c6 Whitehead néi diéu gi d6 vé thing khon dang
tién 1én tir phia sau xe hg. C6 kha nang nao 6ng ay twéng rang ho da bi
dam, rang ong 4ay tin ho da bi dam, trong khi chuyén thyc sy xady ra la c6
Whitehead vi sg hdi nén da 1am nghiéng xe khong? Y t6i 1a ching c6 bing
chitng hitu hinh nao cho rang xe hg bi chiéc xe tai khac dam phai. Anh sé
lam thé bang cach nao?”

“Chiu chét, n6i thang luén. Néu ching la dan chuyén nghiép...”

“D6 chinh la ché toi thdy mac mé,” Armstrong néi. “T6i khong tin
chuyén do. Nhitng ké sat nhan chuyén nghiép.”
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“T6i hiéu ma,” Lucas n6i. “Nghe nay, t6i chang biét ti gi vé cudc diéu
tra vu tai nan, nhwng anh néi... rang c6 vé nhw né hoan toan khong thé xay
ra, rang c6 nhiéu 16i giai thich hgp ly hon, nhung ban nang lai mach bao
anh rang da c6 chuyén bat thwong xay ra.”

“Pung thé,” Armstrong dap. “Co diéu ban nang cta t6i thi khong viét
bao cao duogc.”

“Cung ra xem hién truong di,” Lucas noi.

LUCAS BAT hé théng an ninh roi khéa ctra cabin, trén dwong ra chd xe
dau anh ké cho Armstrong nghe cudc néi chuyén gitta minh v&i Janet
Walker, vé nhitng ké deo kinh ram di chiéc Ford F-250 mau den. “Néu mot
xe xudt hién nhitng vét xwdc bat thwong...”

“Toi sé ghi chép lai,” Armstrong n6i. “Tham chi cé thé danh vai gio
tim hiéu chung quanh.”

ARMSTRONG DUA ANH lén con duong mon dan ra duong cao toc lién
bang, xudi theo d6 t6i noi Whitehead va Smalls bi lat xe. Xe ho ngoat
nhiéu hon sang bén trai, Lucas xuong xe nhin vé phia con séng.

“B0 nam song Potomac - mot con song dep thuc sy,” Armstrong noi.
Anh ta dwa tay chi mé6t vét khia chit V trén bo dat mong bén duong. “Pé la
noi xe ho d6 nghiéng. Anh van c6 thé thay bui cay nat bét, nhitng vét xe
cta c6 Whitehead da chay doc swon doi, cho dén khi dam phai may cai
cay.”

Lucas nhin xuéng do6i r6i nhin cac vét xe. Bon muoi lam mét xuodi
xuong duwédi kia, swon doi bat chgt dung ding, khong han la déc dén chin
muoi do, nhung cling ngang tam d6. Néu xe ho 14t nhao, c6 thé sé lat trd lai
ngay lap tic, nhung gan nhw la ho sé roi thang xudng song.

“Pam vao may cai cay, tay lai than sau that,” Lucas noi.
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“Xém chit nita da ciu dwgc ho. Lé ra phdi thé,” Armstrong dap.
“Chiéc xe 1at nhao... Ching t6i nghi rang dé la lic c6 Whitehead chét, diing
vao ltc su c6 két thic. Xe ho dang lao qua nhitng céi cay do, mét s6 cdy rat
to - theo t6i c6 thé cd dy co tinh dam vao ching, hong chan da lao cta xe -
va mot canh cay hay la m6t phan céi cdy da dam xuyén qua ctra kinh ghé
tai x€ trung thai duwong, xuyén thiing hop so dam vao ndo co dy. Bac si phap
y tim thdy mdy mdanh vé cay trong ndo c6 ay. Bao cdo cua ong ay co trong
h6 so.”

Anh ta thuat lai trinh ty nhw Smalls bdo cdo, ré6i cung Lucas buéc
xuong doc swon doi qua dam co dai cao dén dau goi, bang qua bai cé dén
noi chiéc Cadillac 1at ngira. Lucas van c6 thé thdy nhitng mang dau kho
kiét, den ngom trén tham c6 nhat mau. “Theo Thugng nghi si Smalls, ong
ay treo ra khéi chiéc xe dang nam 16n nguoc, 1ay khau sting ngan cat phia
sau xe, bdi vi ong dy nghi rang nhitng ké di xe tai c6 thé dang xudng do
dudbi theo ho, sau dé dng ay kéo cd6 Whitehead ra ngoai. Chang c6 ai chay
xuong doi hét. Néu c6é mot chiéc xe tdi, thi nd da bé di. Canh sat mat muwoi
mot phut dé téi day, sau cudc goi dén 911. Xe citu thwong dén mot phit sau
do6. Chiéc xe canh sat bang dau tién dén day sau d6 mwoi phat.”

“Thé l1a nhanh hay cham?” Lucas héi.

“Thyc ra khong nhanh lam... c6 thé la t6c do binh thuwong. Cac canh
sat muodn téi dugc day phai di rat xa.”

LUCAS CHAM RAI quay lén dbi, doc theo miit dat va bui cay day vét cao
x6i do chiéc Escalade gdy ra, anh hoi, “Khong tim thdy vét xe ctia chiéc xe
kia a?”.

“Trén duong gap ghénh khong tim thdy,” Armstrong dap. “Ma néu
nhw c6, cac canh sat phan ttng han da can qua mat r6i. Mot manh kinh v
cling chang thay luén.”

“Tw day dén cao t6c gan nhat la bao xa?”
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“Khong néi chinh xac duge. Cé thé 1a vai dam. Chung ta c6 thé xem
trén Google Earth, néu anh mu6n.”

“To6i lam dwgc ma,” Lucas noi, “néu can thiét”.

CA HAI PEU m6 héi md ké dam dia khi quay lai xe, Armstrong héi Lucas
liéu anh c6 & lai qua dém trong cabin khong. Lucas lac dau, “T6i con vai
cudc tham van phai thwe hién & Washington. T6i sé cho anh s6 di dong cua
toi phong khi can lién lac”.

“Chang hy vong ching ta sé tim dwgc cai gi mdi,” Armstrong noi.
“Lién quan dén Thwong nghi si, ca hai ta déu sé phai lam hét sitc c6 thé.”

“T6i mudn duwgc tan mat thay chiéc Cadillac,” Lucas néi. “T6i hiéu né
van & quanh day.”

“Vang, chiéc xe duwgc xe kéo dia phwong kéo 1én doi r6i. Cling vat va
lam ddy, phai mat hai xe tai va bon tiéng dong hé. Néu anh theo t6i, thi di
tir day c6 thé mat hai muoi phait.”

LUCAS BbI THEO.

Bunson Towing nam an minh sau hang cdy canh dai dit danh cho
dwong sat. Chiéc xe do dwdi mai can nha kho lgp ton, phu tdm bat che nang
bang nhya mau xanh. Mot ngudi dwgc Armstrong giGi thiéu tén la Lawrie
Bunson bwéc ra khoi van phong trong san, gitip Armstrong thao tam bat.

Chiéc xe khong hé dugc lau rira sach sé, trong thoi tiét nong birc nay
mau trén ghé tredc tda mui nong ndc. L rudi dang bo 16m ngém trén viing
mau, cit canh bay loan xa xung quanh ho khi tdim bat dwgc thao ra. Lucas
khong nhin nhung anh chac chan rang néu tho dau vao trong, anh sé thay ca
mot 1t gioi madi nd.

“Ho6i lam,” Bunson no6i. Va véi Armstrong, “Anh nghi khi nao ho sé
chuyén no6 di?”.
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“Anh gap bén dai ly bdo hiém chwa?”

“Chwa. Vai ké goi tir Washington noi rang State Farm* sé tGi, nhung
ma t6i van chang thdy ma nao dén ca,” Bunson dap.

“Anh sé gap ho thoi, chac chan day,” Armstrong néi. “Co may nay dat
dé dén noi ho khong lam ngo dugc dau.”

“T6i sé nbi chuyén vdi ai do, bao ho dén day,” Lucas ndi.

“Véi téi thi chang thanh van dé,” Bunson noéi. “To6i dwoc trd 20
do/ngay phi béo tri r6i.”

Ho bwéc vong quanh chiéc Escalade, xem xét thiét hai, nang hon
nhiéu so vdi Lucas hinh dung. Chiéc xe c6 kha nang da hitng chiu tr muwoi
lam dén hai muoi ci dam riéng ré, & ca hai bén, phia trwdc lan phia sau,
ngay ca trén noc xe cling chiu tac dong. Banh truvdc bén trai cong gap lai
dwéi gam xe, bo khung chi con nam trén mot bén 16p, ctra kinh bén ghé lai
v0 tan, long hét khoi khung. Toan bo kinh con lai déu v&, gom ca kinh céac
tam guwong cling nhw kinh cta cac den pha va den hau.

Lucas kiém tra swon xe, c6 bon diu vét rat to c6 vé do may cai cay tao
ra. Amstrong chi tay vao ching va néi, “Chung t6i da 1ay cac mau sinh hoc
tir dy... roi so sanh véi cac cay dudi doi. Vo cay trung khép”.

Lucas quay lai chiéc Evoque, 1ay ra chiéc may anh Sony, chup vai tdm
phia bén ghé 1ai cta chiéc xe Cadillac.

“Pugc r6i,” vai phit sau anh n6i, xua mot con ru6i bay trén mat. “T6i
xong viéc ¢ day roi. Cam on ca hai nguoi. Carl, néu nhin thdy hay nghe
thdy diéu gi dac biét, nhd goi cho t6i. Bat ky cai gi, khong can biét quan
trong hay khong, vao bat ky Itic nao nhé.”

Lucas trao cho Armstrong tdm danh thiép c6 ghi s6 di dong cua anh,
ho bat tay nhau r6i Lucas tién thang vé Washington. Anh chac minh chi
dang tuéng twong ra, nhwng cai mui héi cia mau thoi rita dwong nhw dang
bam vao quan 4o anh, cé thé 1a phai rat 1du méi tan. Anh bam may cai nat
cho dén khi tim thdy nit bat tdm che nang, anh mé& réng né ra, hit tha
khong khi nong thon c6 mui cé dai 1an v6i mui hoa thom ngat.
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Lucas dang ky phong tai khach san Watergate vi Smalls sg hitu can ho
danh rieng ¢ mot trong hai toa nha phitc hgp ¢ day, can ho ¢ toa nha con lai
thudc veé Kitten Carter. Khach san rat 6n, ngoai trt kiéu trang tri lac hau cta
nhitng nam sau mwoi & hanh lang khién ngudi ta c6 cdm giac hoi nang né.
Nhan can phong xinh xan, Lucas nhdy ngay vao phong tam, danh rang, mac
vao quan dai, do thun choi golf mau hong, do khoac xanh réi goi cho
Carter.

“Co c6 ranh khong?” Anh hoi khi c0 tra 10i dién thoai, nghe anh gidi
thiéu ban than.

“Toi ranh,” c6 dap.

“Co c6 muon qua cho t6i hay t6i nén dén cho c6?”

“T6i c6 thé gap anh ¢ nha hang khach san trong vong hai muwoi phut
nita. T6i nay moi viéc nén thue sy kin ddo.” Giong nit tram ctia ¢6 c6 pha
chut diéu gam g,

“T6t ddy,” Lucas noi.

“Lam sao dé t6i nhan ra anh?” Co hoi.

“T6i sé mac khoac xanh va do so mi choi golf hong. Cé thé khong co
qua nhiéu nguoi giong to6i.”

“Pirng c6 gidu sing dwdi do day.”

https://thuviensach.vn



LUCAS THUC SU DA GIAU duéi 4o khodc mot khau Walther PPQ méi
tinh, cting c6 c¢& dan 40 nhw cac khau Glock dugc cap cho hau hét canh sat
My. Lucas cling c6 mdt khau nay nhung anh khong thich mang theo. Anh
giat khau sting ngan mdi trén hong trdi, theo hinh thap gia dé dé rit ra, do
16 liéu hon khau 45 anh tirng mang trong su0t sy nghiép.

Khi dang ky phong, mot nhan vién an ninh mdc complet xam do xét
anh. Lucas gat dau vdi cau ta, sau khi nhan chia khoa phong, anh buéc lai
gan, gio ra phu hiéu va thé canh sat. “Chi muon cau biét vay thoi,” anh néi.

“T0i c6 nghi ngo nhung cdm on anh,” tay nhan vién dap. “Anh ¢ day
lau khong?”

“Con chwa biét,” Lucas néi. “T6i c6 viéc ma.”

“Toi sé chuyén 10i dén cac nhan vién an ninh khac. Sé khong con ai
lam phién anh nita.”

Lucas vo vai cdu ta, roi di thang mdy 1én phong.

SAU PO, TRONG NHA HANG, Lucas chon mot ban cho hai nguoi, goi
mot chai bia va mot bat lac. Anh ngoi chd trong nam phut thi Carter xuat
hién. C6 c6 mai t6c nhudém vang cat ngan, hang 16ng may méng mau den
udn cong, trong cd gidong kiéu nguwdi cé thé lam viéc cat lwc nhung khong
bao gid dén phong tap thé hinh. Nhin Carter trong bo vdy mau xanh ngoc
bich va do6i sandal da hé ngoén, Lucas doan c6 khoang ba muoi. Nhan ra
anh, c6 gio hai ngon tay 1én chao, tién lai gan roi ngéi xuéng ghé doi dién.

“Anh chang bia bot ha?” Mot chat giong mién Nam mém mai.

“Vang... troi nong ma.”

CO goi mot ly martini den cung ba qua 6 liu, dgi boi ban di xa tam
nghe, c6 lién hoi, “Anh c6 tin 16i Thuwgng nghi si Smalls khong?”.

“Cé6. Ong ay ching c6 1y do gi dé noi déi tdi. Toi tin dng ay sé thay
ngai khi t6i diéu tra 10i n6i doi cta ong ay.”
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“0,” cb ta n6i. “Duing 1a anh ty tin that ddy.”

Lucas nhtn vai, r6i néi, “T6i hiéu chuyén ma. Thé nén Thuwgng nghi si
ma@i moi toi”.

“Thé ma nha diéu tra West Virginia lai khong tin day,” c6 néi.

“Chwa han dau,” Lucas dap. “Chiéu nay t6i da no6i chuyén vdi anh
chang nay, anh ta nghi vu tai nan nay c6 gi d6 khong 6n. Anh ta chang c6
trong tay mot manh bang chitng nao, nhwng ban nang mach bao rang Porter
dang néi that, rang c6 mot xe tai khac.”

Anh thuat lai nhitng gi Armstrong cho anh biét, bao gom nhén dinh ca
nhan cta chang diéu tra vién. “Diéu nay sé khong xuat hién trong cac van
ban bao cao, vi khong ai ting ho no.”

“Pugc roi...” Martini dwgc don 1én, c6 cam ly rwgu, bé hai qua 6 liu
vao miéng, nhai tép tép, gat dau véi boi ban. Khi chi con lai hai ngudi, co
héi, “Anh can gi & t6i?”.

“Cho t6i biét co lam gi di,” Lucas néi.

“Nhitng gi Thwong nghi si bao t6i lam. T6i tirng nghién cttu rat nhiéu,
nhung gio thi hau hét la quan ly van phong, tim hiéu xem can nghién cttu
cai gi va chac chan n6 phai dugc hoan thanh chinh xac. To6i doc moi thi
minh c6 thé tim thdy, vé rat nhiéu lya chon chinh sach. T6i lién lac v&i cac
trg ly Thugng nghi si khac, hodc trg ly Nghi vién va noi chuyén véi giGi
truyén thong. Tuan nay thi hau nhw lam kiém soat thiét hai.”

“Ong 4y c6 bi ton thwong vi cai chét ctia Whitehead khong?”

Co6 suy nghi mot liac roi dap, “Khong. Thuc t€ c6 ay bi giét khién cau
chuyén tré nén khé kiém soat hon. Nhung chang cé bang chitng xac thuc
nao rang hai nguwdi ho tron di tim thi vui tinh duc... Bac si phéap y du tinh té
dé khong xem xét chuyén do”.

“P tinh té?”

“Nhuw kiéu dwoc khuyén khich tin rang diéu do la khong can thiét.”

“Toi hiéu.”
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Co6 nhun vai. “Ngay ca néu cé dé y thi nhitng chuyén nhu thé quanh
day cha thiéu. Tinh duc - ngoai tinh, t6i nghi vay. Chang ai mudn néi vé
chuyén do vi c6 qua nhiéu nhan vat chop bu lam thé. Céac chinh tri gia, ban
tham muu, cac nha van dong hanh lang. Ngay ca néu c6 bang chitng chitng
minh Porter va CeeCee ngoai tinh, né cling sé chang tao thanh tin s6t déo &
Washington nay - néu doi lai la Minnesota thi c6 thé, nhung t6i nghi ngo &
day ciling thé théi. Thyc té, phan nita nhitng chuyén phiém do 1a nga vdéi ai
ddy ma ho khong nén ngt, thé nén sex la chuyén chang ai di bdo cdo. Néu
10 ra, nhw trén bao chi hay cong khai, cling chi c6 thé gy dé mat mot chut
tai cac bita tiéc cocktail ctia Nghi vién, vdi tat ca cac ba vg cia Thugng
nghi si tit Idaho hay Utah... nhung cling chi thé tho6i.”

“Néu Thuong nghi si bi giét, liéu c6 thit gi d6 bi anh hudng khong?
Hién phap quan trong nao doé, hay céi gi do dai loai thé?”

CoO suy nghi, r6i dap, “Mua hé nay thi cé thé. Néu Porter bi sat hai,
con anh c6 mot thong doc tai Minnesota thuoc dang Dan chu - 6ng ta sé bo
nhiém mot nguwdi thudoc dang Dan chu thay thé Porter. Tinh hinh Thwong
vién dang cang lam. Néu Porter bi ngwoi ctia dang Dan chu thay thé, tinh
hinh tham chi con cang nita. Vay day. Néu Thugng nghi si dang nam trong
tay mau thong tin dac biét quan trong, va ké nao d6 cd gang gianh lai no...
c6 thé néu giét chét 6ng dy sé chan ditng diéu gi do.”

“Cho t0i vi du di?” Lucas dé nghi.

Co0 kéo bat lac lai gan hon, 1dy vai hat dwa vao miéng, réi néi, “Pugc
thoi. Gia st Porter c6 mot nha may tién ich trong hat ctia minh, va 6ng ay
dinh bi mat thém vai dong vao dy luat phan bo ngan sach sao cho nha may
do, chi khong phai bat ky nha mdy tién ich nao, dwgc mién thué. Nho thé
né sé co loi thé vé gia so v6i nhitng chd khac. Ong chii cidc nha may kia
dwong nhién sé tirc gian”.

“Pu tirc gian dé giét ngwoi khong?”

“Gia str cac bg tién ich déu la do dién tw thuwe sy, ¢ vai tro quan trong
giup xay dung cadc mau ham hang khong 16p Ford méi cia hai quan. Rang

https://thuviensach.vn



moi bo nay dugc ban vai gia 70 triéu do, con hai quan mudn mua sau bo
cho m6i mau ham, va sé c6 thém hai mau ham nita sau 16p Ford. Liéu anh
san long giét chét ai ddy dé kiém dwgc hang ty do6 khong?”

“Tim duwgc ding nguwdi, c6 co thé giét ai day dé c6d dwgc chia khoa
chiéc Prius nam nam tu6i,” Lucas dap.

CO cuoi toét, roi néi, “Anh hiéu roi day”.

“Nhung c6 khong thé tim duwgc nguwdi gioi,” Lucas stra lai. “Co khong
thé tim dwgc dan chuyén nghiép thuc sw.”

“Nhung néu cai gia la hai tram ngan d6 cong thém van phong tai Nha
Trang?”

“Pugc r6i. Phédi chang Smalls dang c6 trong tay dy luat d6? Hodc bat
ky tht gi quan trong twong tu?”

Co lay thém mot voc lac nita, réi dap, “Mdi la ban sira doi, khong phai
ca dy luat... nhung khong phai dau. Toi sé can nhac du luat ching t6i dang
xdy dung trong ky hop nay. Ngay mai c6 thé gwi lai cho anh, nhung toi
chang nghi ra dugc thit gi. Va néi anh nghe, chuyén nay ltic nao ciing xay
ra tai Washington. Nhitng 14 phiéu sit sao, nhitng thué suat wu dai, va chang
ma nao bi x hét. Bi giét vi cai thi dy thi khong dau”.

“Smalls da nghi dén mo6t ngwoi dac biét hay lam nhitng chuyén nay...
am muu... tai nan... bat ké chuyén gi,” Lucas ndi.

“T6i biét.” Co lai v6i tay dén bat lac, day no ra that xa. “Ptng bao gio
cho t6i an may thi nay nita. Chiang khién t6i phat phi day.”

“Pugc roi.” Co khién anh mim cuwoi.

“T6i da suy nghi dén nguwoi dac biét nay, dang nghién citu mu ta ky
lwong,” Carter ndi. “Mu ta ghét Porter nhw loai sau bo ay, dwong nhién, vi
Porter sé khong bao gio kin miéng vé chuyén da xay ra trong ky bau ctr dé.
Néu ong ay con tiép tuc nhac dén chuyén doé, cé thé sé lam hong bét tham
vong ngoi ghé tong thong ctia mu ta. Anh c6 thé xem d6 nhw dong co.”

“Phai.”
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“Vé phuong thitc, mu ta lam trong uy ban Tinh bao Thwgng vién, c6
mot trg ly chuyen trach viéc cua uy ban. Ga da lam viéc cho CIA trong nam
hodc sau nam trwdc khi chuyén vao doéi Capitol; tredc dé ga tirng nhap ngii;
ga c6 nhiéu moi quan hé trong toan bd cong dong tinh bao, ca cong khai lan
bi mat. Ga la con ran doc nguy hiém bac nhat. Mot ké hoi 16, ném da giau
tay va co thé dién r6. Ga biét nhitng ké ddm nhan céng viéc d6. Mot nguoi
dac biét c6 da tién trén khap thé gian dé tra cho ga.”

“Dong co, phuwong thitc va tat nhién, v4i viéc Porter van dang lang
thang xung quanh khu ritng héo lanh cuing nguwdi ban dén tir Minnesota, qua
nhiéu co hoi,” Lucas noéi. “T6i sé can tén thang cha nay.”

“Mai t6i sé kiém cho anh toan bd ho so vé ga,” Carter dap.

Lucas noi, “DPtrng dé bi giét trwdce Idc dé nhé”.

“T6i sé c6. Nhung ké ching mudn giét 1a Porter, chit khong phai c6
gai nong dan khiém nhuong dén tr Tifton, Georgia nhu t6i.”

HOQ KHONG mu6n udng thém, Lucas cling Carter cudc bd vé tda chung cu
cta co. Carter 1ay bat Itta Zippo bang inox cham diéu xi ga méng, mau den,
dé lai mot vét mui xang va khoi xi ga.

Vita di cO6 vira n6i, “Vé toan bd chuyén dong co/phuwong thitc nay.
biéu khién t6i lo lang la dong co thi c6 day, nhung liéu n6 da dda manh
chwa? Doi v6i toi thi chwa. Mu ta thyce sy rat gioi lam Porter chéch huwdng.
Mu ta sai nguwdi tung tin don rang Porter dang cam thay hoi mat thang
bang, c6 thé la bj 1do suy. Lam thé cling c6 chit anh huwéng, da dé khién toi
ddn Porter t6t hon nén rit lui. Hién tai thi chwa nhung dng dy sé 1am thé. Y
toi 1a bay gio ong dy quay lai Thwgng vién r6i, nén van deé la gi?”.

“Cam thu a?”

“Cac Thugng nghi si biét khi nao nén chan ditng nguyén nhan gay tén
that,” c6 dap. “Porter hiéu rd didu ndy hon bat ky ai. Ong 4y hiéu rdng dam
dao sau lrng hiéu qua hon nhiéu so véi danh trec dién mu ta bang ngoi buit.
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Y t6i 1a mu ta c6 thé da xau xa dé giét chét 6ng dy hodc sai ké khac lam
chuyén do, nhung t6i chwa thiy hai long véi dong co. T6i cho anh biét vé
phwong thitc r6i, nhirng dong co c6 vé van con hoi yéu”

“Toi sé ghi chu lai,” Lucas noi, “Can thém dong co”.

“Lam di.” Dén truedc clra toa nha, cé néi, “T6i hy vong anh la ngwoi
thong minh va lanh nghé, nhw anh rd rang tw nghi minh nhuw thé - ¢ day la
chién trvong khac day”.

Nu cudi xdo quyét nd trén moi Lucas, anh noéi, “Mot diéu nita ching
ta lai khong dong y vGi nhau. T6i biét nhitng ngwdi & Washington nghi vay,
tuy nhién tir ngoai nhin vao D.C. lai c6 vé la mot noi ctia nhitng ké bat
lvong, ham lgi va nhitng ké lira ddo da nang. Néu c6 dang canh bdo t6i vé
New York hay L. A. thi t6i con hiéu dugc. Nhung Washington sao? Pau
cht day thi toi quan dugc”.

“T6i hy vong anh khong hiéu sai,” Carter néi, buéc qua cira.

Lucas quay vé khach san, lang 1€ huyt gié nhitng doan diép khic bai
hat “Fancy Dancer” caa J.J. Cale.

Washington, D.C.

Anh sé tim ra danh tinh va ha guc vai thang.

SANG HOM SAU thitc day, anh cam thdy kém tu tin, tam gac lai nhitng
diéu Carter da n6i sang mot bén. Néu Smalls va Whitehead bi dan chuyén
nghiép tdn cong - ma c6 vé diéu do la chac chan - thi nguy hiém thuce s
dang hién hitu. Bon sat nhan khéng thé nao truy dudi mét canh sat vi sé thu
hit qua nhiéu sy chd y. Nhung ching c6 thé bam theo Smalls, va néu
chung khong con ap dung bién phap nay ntra...

NGO sung vao lwng khi ai d6 ditng cao rau rat dé dang, anh nghi. Cac
bang nhom gangster ltic nao ciing lam thé sau d6é chuén ém. Linh dac
nhiém SEAL, Delta, Rangers ciling thé: tat ca déu dwgc huan luyén can ban
va thuan thuc cach thitc giét ngwoi. Bang cach nao do, nuéc My c6 kha
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nang tao ra hang ngan sat thi chuyén nghiép hiéu qua, dong thoi, cho phép
ching dé dang tiép can vdi da moi loai vii khi can thiét cho cong viéc: ban
c6 thé kiém dwgc mot khau Savage chat lwong hoan héo, st dung dan 30-
06 tai siéu thi Walmart dia phuwong, vdi cai gia chwa dén bén tram doé.
Nguwoi hang x6m cda anh tai cabin bén ho da lam diéu do, khau sung
treong c6 thé ban tia v4i dé phit goc* cuc chuan xac sudt ngay dém.
LUCAS RA KHOI PHONG TAM, dang ban khodn chon quan so6c
Jockey do hay quan so6c ké soc ngang mau xanh diu thi chuong dién thoai
reo. Anh cam may lén, nhin man hinh, dn ntt nghe r6i néi, “Chao Rae”.

“Lucas, anh dang lam gi thé?”

“MGt nhiém vu t6i mat tai Washington,” Lucas dap. “Néu c6 & day, toi
sé ké cho c0 nghe. Bob thé nao?”

Rae Givens pha 1én cudi. “Anh biét Stump dang lam gi khong? Chay
nuwdc rat. Thé cé6 Chda, o nhu dang xem dua may kéo dy. Nhung anh ay
on. San sang lén duwong.”

Rae va Bob Matees la hai canh sat duoc chi dinh vao Po6i Pac Vu cé
tru s& tai Louisiana. Ho titng cung Lucas truy dudi mot ké cuép duwong
ctirng dau va la ké sat nhan hang loat khap dwong pho Texas. Lucas da giét
chét han trong thanh phé Marfa, tuy nhién trudc dé6 mot ké dong 16a da no
sung xuyén qua hai chan ctia Bob.

Lucas hoi, “san sang roi ha, nhung cau ay sap di dau thé?”.

“Toi da goi dén Van phong Minneapolis héi anh dang theo vu nao, ho
bdo rang anh dang & Washington nhuwng khong cho biét ly do. T6i nghi
minh nén goi cho anh dé xem ching t6i c6 thé gitup duwgc gi khong.”

Lucas bugc dén ctra s6, kéo réem sang mot bén va noéi, “T6i bdo nay
Rae, ngay bay gio t6i dang xem xét ho so. Thyc ra van chua lam thé dau.
Ma hom nay t6i sé xem chiing sau. Vu nay c6 thé tr@ nén phtc tap, c6 thé
dinh dang dén chinh tri, va c6 thé sy nghiép cta hai nguwdi sé gap nhiéu rac
roi day.”

“Thoi nao, anh ban, anh dang no6i chuyén véi Rae...”
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“Phai roi, Rae, dé t6i hdi co diéu nay: Néu cac muc tiéu cta ching ta
la CIA hay mdy thang cha quan doi thi sao?”

«y”

“Pung day.”

Co6 mot khodng lang xuat hién, r6i c6 dap, “Biét sao khong? Toi sé
tham gia. Bob cling thé. Ngay bay gio t6i dang tim kiém thang cha vira
buéc ra khoi nha tu lién bang bang ID gid. Nhung han chi nguy hiém nhw
btp xa lach vay. Thoéi nao, cho t6i biét anh dang lam gi di. Cho t6i thong tin
cu thé di”.

“Chuyén nay nghe hoi hoang duwong, nhueng khong noi trén dién thoai
dugc,” Lucas noi. Anh dang nhin ra song Potomac, khung canh dep & phia
tdy, mot canh rirng phia b xa; néu khong biét trudc, ban sé khong bao gio
doan dugc sau lung minh 1a mot thanh phé rong 16n dén thé. “Dé t6i xem
qua cac ho6 so nay, noéi chuyén véi vai nguwoi da. Néu can giip do, co sé la
ngwoi dau tién toi goi.”

“Pugc roi. Chét tiét. Lai quay vé lan theo dau Warren Beasley. C6 1é
gio nay han da vuogt bién va dang ngoi udng ly cocktail héng cé 6 roi cling
nén.”

“Han 1a loai nguoi do.”

“Pung, ké bao ché thudc,” Rae no6i. “Han da ban ca dong thudc giam
dau hydrocodone cho céac béc si, nhiéu hon mitc ho thuc sy can... Tinh so
so da tam triéu do roi. Thu an nam nam tai CLB Fed, tron nguc nhd moi
quan hé treae khi thu an.”

“Chtic may man.”

“Nhé goi toi nhé, cho chét that.”

ANH GOI BUA SANG, va dang ngdi udng lon Coke an kiéng dau tién
trong ngay thi Carter goi. “T6i cé vai ho so cho anh ddy. C6 mang laptop
theo khong?”
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“Co.”

“T6i da chuyén tat ca ho so sang dang PDF, dé anh dé doc. Néu anh
van con & khach san, t6i sé qua cho anh.”

“T6i dang an sang tai khach san day. Van ban cii.”

“Muroi lam phut nita gdp nhau.”

Carter dén khi Lucas dang xem t& Washington Post. C6 mac chiéc ao
cong s@ mau nau vang nhat sanh diéu va di giay got cao, cdp kinh ram
Prada ngoai c@, trén vai quang chiéc cdap da mau dé tia. Co vay tay vGi boi
ban, goi ca phé, ngoi xudng doi dién Lucas, luc loi trong cdp roi day chiéc
USB sang phia anh.

“Ké anh muodn tim tén la Jack Parrish. Bé c6 dwoc ho so nay, toi phai
hita hen mot cudc hen ho lang man v6i nguoi da trao nd cho tdi. Poc no
that nhanh réi cho t6i biét liéu t6i cé phdi quay lai v&i anh chang kia hay
khong, triede khi t6i lam anh ta that vong.”

“Tham chi chang cho anh ta mot co hdi nao sao?” Lucas héi. “Co tirng
nghe néi vé chuyén nudi dudng ngudn tin chwa?”

“Anh con chua gdp nguoi ta co ma,” Carter dap. “Cai tén Brylcreem
nghién ngap c6 goi cho anh diéu gi khong?”

“Troi a. Mat khac, chiing ta c6 thé can cang nhiéu sy gitp d& cang tot.
Anh chang cé dugc ho so nay tir dau thé?”

“Cac cudc kiém tra ly lich cho uy ban Tinh bao,” Carter néi. “ty ban
c6 m6t bé ho so nhan sy riéng. Ban than t6i khong dwgc phép tiép can
ching, ngoai trir anh ban Brylcreem nay, vi anh ta lam viéc trong phong ho
so. Thoi xem lwét nhanh di roi tra lai t6i.”

Lucas n6i rang chi qua mot dém sy tu tin cia anh da phai nhat, nhung
anh thdy lo lang cho Smalls hon ca ban than minh. “Mu ta c6 thé cam ghét
t0i, nhirng mu ta van dua tinh tdo dé nhan ra la viéc giét t6i, du kha thi, c6
thé khién mu phai tra gia.”
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“Anh nghi dén khi nao anh sé biét dugc diéu gi d6? Hay bat ké diéu
gi?”

“T6i khong biét. Khi nao biét t6i sé€ goi... Trong mot vu khac, mot nam
trudc, toi da cé nhitng trai nghiém la lung vai dién thoai.” Anh thoc tay vao
tii, 14y ra chiéc dién thoai dung mot 1an roi trao cho c6. “T6i da mua hai
chiéc nay trudc khi roi St. Paul. T6i sé goi cho ¢6 tit mady cua t6i tredc khi
cd roi khéi day dé c6 co6 so cua toi. Chi st dung dién thoai nay dé goi cho
t0i... dirng bao gio dung may cia c6 dé goi, va cling dirng dung may nay
goi vao bat ky so6 nao khac. Piéu nay tuyét doi quan trong gitta co6 va toi
day.”

“Anh nghi chiing dang theo doi ching ta sao?”

“T6i chang nghi diéu gi dac biét hét. Nhw t6i da noéi, vu trwde kia cua
toi c6 nhitng buwdc ngodt la lung vi may cai dién thoai di dong. T6i chang
hé tin twdng ching mot chut nao,” Lucas noi.

KHI CARTER RA VE, Lucas quay lén phong minh. Anh thay 4o khoac va
quan dai bang quan thé thao vai bong mém mai cung 4o thun, tang nhiét do
diéu hoa, cam USB vao laptop r6i mé cac ho so cta Carter.

Jack Parrish c6 dang nguwdi manh khanh, mat nhgt nhat nhw xac chét
v6i d6i mat nam sit nhau, mai téc béng 16n dén noi ban c6 thé thiy nhitng
vét lwge chéi; ga mac bo complet den kit va qua chai chu6t, nhw thé vira
lwgm dugce tir cac trang GQ. Tat ca cac birc anh trong ho so déu chi chup
dén vai gd, loai dnh thwong dung cho cac loai gidy thong hanh va thé an
ninh. Trong bitc anh nao ga cling chi c6 mot kiéu nhin tritng tri'ng vao may
anh.

Parrish ba muoi tam tudi. Ga t6t nghiép dai hoc tai bang Ohio . khi hai
muoi hai tudi v6i tam bang c¥ nhan dia ly kinh té, hoc bén nam tai truong
ST quan Tinh bao Quan doi, sau d6 vao lam viéc tai Co quan Tinh bao
Trung wong khi hoan tit nghia vu quan sw. Sau bon nam lam viéc cho CIA,
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ga xin vao mot cong ty tw nhan c6 tén la Heracles Personnel lam viéc them
ba nam nita, sau do nhan lam nhan vién nghién cttu cho uy ban Tinh bao
Thuong vién va sau nay thanh trg ly cho Taryn Grant. Ga van c6 chan trong
lye lwgng du bi, hién dang gitr quan ham thiéu ta.

Nho thé s6 Iwgng m6i quan hé cta ga trong Lau Nam GOc sé rat rong,
chwa ké cad cong dong tinh bado con rong hon nita. H6 so c6 bao gobm mot
danh sach cac 4n pham, mot s6 dugc dong dau tuyét mat, cho du mirc do
phan loai khong cu thé.

Tai CIA, Parrish duong nhu chuyén phu trach bién dich cac ndi dung
truyén vé tir trén khong va tir vé tinh, ga da viét méot so tai liéu vé cha de
nay; ngoai ra la hai tai liéu mang nhitng cai twa khé hiéu, cé vé la nghién
cttu bang toan hoc vé noi c6 thé tim thdy cac “d6i quan khong chinh quy”.

Vi Lucas tat ca c6 vé la cong viéc ban gidy, nhung Parrish dugc tang
Huy chwong Bong cho thiét bi “V” va Huy chwong Tréi tim Tim. Lucas
chang hiéu cai thiét bi “V” nghia la gi. Khi tim hiéu, anh mé&i vo 1é ra Huy
chwong Bong c6 thé dwoc trao tang cho thanh tich phuc vu néi chung, tham
chi ca thwong dan ciing dugc nhan - tirng c6 lan trao cho mot phéng vién
thoi su - tuy nhién, mot thiét bi “V” cé nghia la “Long diing cam” va la huy
chwong chién dau. Lucas biét Trai tim Tim nghia la Parrish da bi thwong,
nhung khong c6 chi tiét vé thuong tich nay. Cac gidi thuwdng trong quan ngti
khac duwgc néu gom cac ruy bang vi thanh tich phuc vu & ca Afghanistan
lan Iraq.

Vay la Parrish da bi ban va r6 rang da tring dan. Nhung chang c6 noi
dung nao trong cac ho so cho thdy quan déi cé nghi ngo ga.

Ga da két hon roi sau do ly di, va gan day cé vé ga khong qua lai v6i
ai nita. Vg cili cta gd dugc néu tén va huwdng quyén mién trir an ninh, tuy
nhién mién trir dén mic nao thi khong dwgc dé cap. Parrish lién tiép dugc
danh gia rat cao vdi tw cach la nha nghién ctu Thugng vién, va sau nay la
trg ly cua Grant.
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HO so thit hai bao gom giay to ly hon cua Parrish. Vu ly di dién ra tai
Maryland va cé sy dong thuan cta hai bén. Vg ga duwgc huwéng can nha
nhung khong dwoc nhan tién cap dudng. Khong cé chitng ngon nao vé viéc
lam dung hay bat ky diéu gi khac, ngoai théa thuan cia hai vg chong rang
hén nhan “dd tan vo khong thé citu van”.

HOo so thit ba bao gom danh sach cac cong ty sé ganh chiu cac tac dong
kinh t€, ca tot lan xdu, can ct theo cac dv luat Thugng vién ma Carter
mong nhan dugc sy ung ho cda lwdng dang. Nhitng tdc dong nang né nhat
giang xudng cac nganh kinh doanh va cac cong dong ung hé viéc giit lai
cac can cit quan si hién da 16i thoi, dang phai d6i mat véi nguy co dong
clra.

Smalls ung hd déng ctra tat cd cac can c& ngoai tri can c tai West
Coast. Carter liu y rang 6ng dy mudn lién tuc md ctta can ct nay nhuw mot
dia diém kha di cho 16 phéan *ng dién nguyeén tr, nhung ké ti khi tat ca cac
dai biéu California, thudc ca hai dang Dan chua lan Cong hoa, 1én tiéng phan
doi y twdng xay dung 10 phan @ng trén bg bién, 10i phan doi cia Smalls
duwgc xem nhuw phong cach riéng va nhan dwoc rat it sy ting hg. Chang co ly
do gi dé giét Smalls vi bat ky hoat dong nao cta 6ng ay tai Thugng vién,
nhw Lucas cé thé thay.

HO so thit tw, tham chi con ngan hon, chang cé gi ngoai danh sach vdi
bon cai tén, kem dia chi va s6 dién thoai cung mot bitc thw ctia Carter c6
ndi dung, “Nhirng ké nay khong thich Parrish va cé thé n6i chuyén véi anh.
Poc xong thi goi toi nhé”.

GIO LUCAS BIET tit ca nhitng gi anh chwa biét vao sang hém d6, nhung
chang cé gi chi cho anh mot hwéng di nhat dinh. Néu cé chang, thi la thong
tin rang Parrish c6 vé giong mdt quan chitc dong 10a, mot ké ludn ludn
thuan thuc trong nhitng viéc ga lam. Lucas déng laptop lai roi goi Carter
bang dién thoai dung mot lan. Co bat may sau hoi chuéng thit ba. Anh héi,
“Noi chuyén dugc khong?”.
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“DPugce.”

“T6i xem xong ho so roi, Parrish c6 vé khong phai la ké nguy hiém
lam, nhung c6 néi rang ga la con ran. Tai sao? Co lién quan gi dén ban
danh sach kia khong?”

“Ga la mot con ran, va mot phan tinh ran cta ga do la dwong nhu véi
hau hét moi ngwoi thi ga khong hé xau. Theo t6i ga la ké than kinh khong
on dinh, nhwng rat than trong. Ga khong quan tam ai bi thwong mién khong
phai la minh.”

“Pung la hgp vdi Grant that,” Lucas n6i. “Toi cling nghi nhw thé vé
mu ta, cho du mu ta c6 thé den t6i hon mot ké dién binh thuwong; mu ta c6
thé la ké tam than ding nghia luén.”

“Sao cling dugc - t6i khong chac dinh nghia nao chinh xac hon,”
Carter néi. “A ma ban danh sach dé... ho 1a nhitng ké c6 1y do dé thuc sy
cam ghét Parrish va c6 thé cung cap cho anh thong tin vé ga. Nhitng ké ga
két thu dang lan theo ddu ga, nén toi liét ké tén tudi ctia ho xép theo mirc do
cam ghét. Joe Rose, anh chang dau tién, c6 1é la nguwdi it wa ga nhat - thuc
ra la cam ghét. Va cit tiép tuc nhw thé. Chuyén nay t6i van dang theo doi.”

“OK. Cam on nhé.”

“Lucas nay, sang nay anh lam t6i s¢ qua,” c6 noéi. “May céi dién thoai
bi mat va tat ca nhitng chuyén dé. Néu anh doc nhitng ho so nay thi cé thé
thay chiing khong qua chi tiét - anh c6 thé ghi nhé moi thit anh can biét, vé
Parrish, vg ga va cac cong viéc ctia ga. To6i sé rat biét on néu anh phi tang
ngay cai USB di; bdi néu ké nao c6 duwgce 6 dia tit tay anh, ching sé doan ra
duwgc ai da sao chép cac ho so nay, dé tiv do lan ra mot ngwdi: chinh t6i.”

“T6i s& vitt,” Lucas noi. “Y t6i 1a thuc sy x6a hét, tat ca moi thit tri
nhitng cai tén.”

Sau khi ngat may, anh sao chép lai nhitng céi tén, dia chi va sé dién
thoai cia nhitng nguwdi dwgce cho la ké thu cta Parrish, roi dap nat chiéc
USB duéi san phong tam va xa hét manh v& xuéng bon cau.
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Xong xudi, anh quay lai ban lam viéc, nhin tap gidy ghi nhé véi so
dién thoai ctia Joe Rose roi Irru s6 vao danh ba.

https://thuviensach.vn



Giong Joe Rose nghe nhuw dong séi d6 xudng tir xe tdi - qua nhiéu
whisky, xi ga hodc ca hai. Lucas gigi thieu minh la canh sat Tw phap My,
rang anh dang diéu tra mot tai nan xe haoi c6 lién quan dén ngai Rose. Anh
khong hé nhac dén cai tén Jack Parrish hodc Porter Smalls.

Rose n6i minh séng tai Bethesda, Maryland, va & nha ca ngay. “Gio
toi lam viéc 6 nha.”

Lucas nhan xe ti* nguwdi phuc vy, di theo dinh vi toan cau GPS xuyén
qua mang ludi giao thong nhu mac cti dén Bethesda, vé phia tdy bac caa
hat. Khodng cach khong qua mudi dam nhuwng anh mat gan bon muoi phait
mdi tdi noi.

Rose song trong can nha cé vé nha dat tién, nira xay bang gach nita
xdy bang van 6p trang, c6 phong cach kha 16n xon - mai chong 1én nhau,
mot thap nho bang van go bi cat cut, ga-ra hai ctta don chi du cho mot xe,
16i xe vao nha dugc lat da cudi va bai cé trwdc nha duoc xén can than.
Canh ctra trde dan 1én hang hién c6 mai che xinh xan, chi nham muc dich
che mwa cho khach. Vai sgi day cap den dan tir bot dién thoai gan con pho
dén ngoi nha - nhitng sgi day dién thoai c6 dinh, truyén hinh cap/Internet...
tuy nhién con thém hai sgi day nita ma Lucas cling chang hiéu dung lam gi.

Lucas do xe trén 16i xe vao nha, budc vao bau khong khi néng nuc,
gan nhr am w6t, r6i bam chudng ctra. Trong khi cho dgi, anh nhin quanh
con phd: khong mdt béng nguwoi, chang bong xe, cha c6 thit gi chuyén
dong, tham chi cd mot con méo ciing khong thay.

Mot cong dong say ngu.
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CANH CUA MO RA, mdt ngudi dan 6ng cé kha ning 1a Joe Rose ding
trén ngudng cta va hoi, “Anh co thé khong?”.

“C0,” Lucas dap. Anh trinh thé va phu hiéu cho Rose xem, ong ta
buwdc i lai va néi. “Xin mai vao. A... tdi ching nghi ra dugc 1y do ndo ca,
nhung t6i c6 nén goi luat sw dén khong?”

Lucas lac dau. “Khéng. Cudc diéu tra nay khong hé dinh dang dén
ong, ngoai trr vai tro ctia 6ng nhw mét ngudn tin kha di.”

Rose c6 khé ngudi va chidu cao ngang Lucas, nhung gia hon. Ong ta
da vé huwu, mai téc bac, cai miii to v&i cap kinh chong anh sang xanh ré
tién. Khi ti€p xdc gan, giong 6ng ta tham chi con khé nghe hon ca trén dién
thoai - m6t kiéu ton thwong nao dé; ong ta khong thé lam no6 vang lén dugrc,
sac mat 6ng ta nhot nhat va day tan nhang, giong mot nhan vién van phong.
Rose mdc quan dai mau nau nhat va 4o thun choi golf, di giay lwoi nhung
khong mang tét.

Ong ta néi, “Pugc rdi, téi c6 thoi gian ranh. Anh biét ddy, dao nay
viéc cuaa toi khong déu dan nira”.

“Khong, t6i khong biét diéu do,” Lucas dap, khi theo dng ta vao nha.
Anh dugc dan vao mét noi ma lic trirée dung lam phong khach, nhwng gio
day da bién thanh phong lam viéc rong rai, trén chiéc ban thw vién c6 ba
man hinh may tinh riéng ré.

“Gio toi la nha nghién cttu hgp dong. Anh biét gid con cai gi khong co
trén mang ntta khong?”

“Toi nghi cai gi cha co.”

“Anh nham r6i. C6 hang tan tai liéu cua chinh pha khong c6 - nhitng
thit van dwoc xem la quan trong, du ngwoi ta tirng chép lai ching ti trude
nam 2000 hodc lau hon thé,” Rose n6i. “Dan mang chang biét lam may
viéc nhu nghién ciu tai liéu, nghién citu toa an nén t6i lam an rat tét. T6i
dang cau nguyén moi lam an nay sé con kéo dai nita vi toi biét cach tiéu
tién.”

“Tuyét. Ong da tu tao cong an viéc lam cho minh,” Lucas noi.
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“Phai. A... c6 chuyén gi thé?”

Rose moi Lucas ngoi xudng chiéc ghé da, roi di 1dy thém mot chiéc
ghé khac ngoi doi dién anh, ¢ gifta la tdm tham san mau nau vang nhat da
cti son. Nhat dinh 6ng ta chwa két hon, Lucas nghi, néu trong nha cé phu nit
thi thuwong sé khong bao gid bé tri may cai ghé da to sy, hoac may cai gié
rach mau nau nay ¢ phong khach.

Lucas: “T6i biét 6ng khong mdy ban tdm dén mot ké tén la Jack
Parrish. Toi can biét thém vé Parrish, vé tinh cach cta ga.”

Rose dap lai bang tiéng gam g, réi hoi, “Chuyén nay cé lién quan dén
vu tai nan 0 to dung khong?”.

“T6i khong mudn no6i vé chuyén do,” Lucas dap. Anh lam diu bau
khong khi bang mot nu cwdi. “T6i biét chuyén nay khé chiu, nhung ma...
ngay bay gio toi khong thé lién két hai chuyén nay véi mot nguwdi ma téi
khong biét.”

“Hiéu roi,” Rose noi. C)ng ta thé dai, roi bat dau, “Parrish 1a... Y t6i 1a
goi gd la thang ch6 hay thang khon nan xem ra chwa da. Ngay ca &
Washington nay, ga la thit gi dé dac biét. Va tin t6i di, may thang khon kiéu
d6 qué ching t6i day”.

Rose titng lam viéc cho CIA cung thoi diém véi Parrish, ca hai déu la
cac quan ly cap trung trong cac “cuc song song,” nhw 6ng ta khang dinh.
“To6i khong thé cho cau biét viéc ching toi dang 1am, nhung 1a vé ky thuat.”

“T6i dd xem mot ho so noéi rang Parrish lam gi d6 nhw dién giai hinh
anh.”

“Pitng thé, tuy nhién... cau chi nén biét dén vay thoi. Néu cau cé dugc
thong tin d6 nhd xem danh sach mdy thit cau goi la ho so cia ga, do la thi
g dn cip cua thudc cdp day,” Rose néi. “A ma g 1am viéc & d6 nam hodc
sau nam - t6i dam chan ga tir dau dén cudi, cu thé la trong chuyén tuyén
dung. Sudt quang thoi gian do, t6i theo doi ga am hai bat ky ai ga nghi rang
mot ngay nao dé co thé thach ddu minh - nhitng bdo cdo nhan s t6i t€, dai
loai thé. Ga la ké thém khat dugc chi y va bg d&. Biéu t6i muon no6i la ga
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cha dap rat nhiéu nguoi tot, luén co gang tién than bang cach dam lén
nguwoi khac. Dan dan moi nguwoi bat dau hiéu ra, san lung ga... nén ga
chudn. Chuyén dén Thwgng vién lam vién chirc.”

“B0 lai ong... ¢ dau co?”

“O chd do day. Toi c6 mot cong viéc 6n dinh, quan trong nhung khong
hao nhoang. It nhét t6i nghi céng viéc ay quan trong, va toi lam rat gioi.
Thé r6i ching t6i gap phai mot tinh hudng... a... ma t6i van chwa mudn néi
vé né. Parrish ung ho hinh thitc phan @ng nay, ching t6i lai ang ho mot
hinh thitc khac. T6i cung sép ciia minh dén SIC - tiy ban Tinh bdo Thugng
vién - mang theo... 3 mdt s6 tai liéu ggi y rang Parrish dang lira gat ho vi lgi
ich ctia mot phe canh chiém wu thé tai Lau Nam Goéc. Ga va Lau Nam Goéc
dat dugc diéu chiing muon, va chuyén xay ra sau dé ding la m6t tham kich
cho chét. N6 qua 16n dén noi khong thé che day ndi.”

Ong ta nhin 1én tran nha, gio ca hai tay 1én khong trung, cudi toét véi
Lucas, nhung lai reén nguwdi vé phia tride va thi tham, “Nhiéu ngudi chét
lam. Nhitng nguoi 1€ ra khong nén bi nhw vay. Nhiéu 1am”.

Lucas: “Ai phai chiu trach nhiém?”

Rose dam vao nguwc minh. “T6i day nay. Khong phai vi cai tham kich
d6é ma la vi thyc té rang vai chi tiét ctia n6 bi tuén cho bao chi. Mot trong
s0 cac Thuong nghi si da thuyét phuc ngai phé giam doc t6 chitc mot budi
hop kin, va diéu tiép theo t6i biét d6 la t6i dang ndi chuyén vGi nhan vién
an ninh vé cac noi dung bi ro ri. Chét tiét, tham chi t6i con cha quen biét
mot phong vién nao. To6i da néi thé. Nhung ching van lién tuc theo doi toi -
chuyén nay kéo dai trong mot nam - va to6i nhan dugc thit goi la lénh
thuyén chuyén nganh dén mot vi tri vo nghia, trong khi chd quyét dinh vé
vu 10 ri. T6i lam viéc & vi tri ay trong ba muwoi ba nam, sau dé t6i néi cau
me kiép roi vé huwu. Khi toi tién ra ctra, mot anh ban cta toi, chitc twédc cao
hon t6i, kéo to6i sang mot bén noi rang anh ta tin toan bd cau chuyén la mot
tro ltta dao ban thiu do Parrish dao dién, ga néi vGi moi ngwdi rang toi la
nguwoi lam ro ri thong tin, rang chuyén dé c6 thé giy rac roi - rang toi da
lam ro ri n6 trude khi bat dau hanh dong, ai dé6 da nghe 16m sau do6 tuon
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thong tin cho nhém Syria... Loi néi doi cho chét, tirng tir tirng tir déu la do6i
trd. Sau nay toi phat hién ra ga da lam viéc cho mu Thugng nghi si, nguoi
dang bi nghi ngo.”

“Taryn Grant,” Lucas dap.

Rose git dau, roi héi, “Cau muén udng Pepsi hay bia?”. Ong ta gat
dau day manh mé, cai gat dau cta dién vién kich cam.

Lucas dap, “Vang, cho t6i Pepsi. Ké tr Iic roi khach san t6i chwa
uong gi ca...”.

“Cho nhé, t6i sé 1ay cho cau mét lon,” Rose noi.

Trong bép, 0ng ta md ta lanh 1ay ra hai lon Pepsi, trao mot lon cho
Lucas roi n6i, “Cung ra ngoai bé boi ng6i di. Ngoai day t6i c6 6”.

Ra ngoai, o6ng ta di trvdc qua bé boi dén dau kia san sau. “Co6 kha
nang toi dang cuwong diéu hdéa moi thit, nhung t6i rat lo lang chuyén bi theo
doi. Pac biét ké tr khi toi biét ching c6 thé lam gi néu mudn,” 6ng ta noi.
“T6i nghi ngo ai d6 dang thuc sy theo doi minh... Néu ding la ching thi &
ngoai nay khong sg bi 1ap may nghe trém dau.”

Lucas noi, “Pugc thoi...”.

“Ma c6 chuyén to6i khong hiéu, dé la tai sao Thuwgng nghi si Grant lai
lién quan dén chuyén nay vay? Xia vao mét cudc diéu tra ngd ngan vé toi
va sép cua t6i thi dugc 1gi gi dau co chit? Mu ta cha viéc quai gi phai lam
thé.”

Lucas ¢6 cau tréd 10i cho cau héi ay, nhvng anh khong néi ra diéu minh
nghi: rang Grant dang cau long trung thanh cta Parrish. Thay vao do6, anh
chi dap, “T6i can biét vé mitc do cta... thdm hoa nay. To6i sé khong noi véi
bat ky ai, nhung toi can biét. T6i sé ndi vdi ong rang van dé t6i dang diéu
tra la cyc ky nghiém trong... nghiém trong hon nhiéu nhitng gi 6ng c6 thé
hinh dung”.

Rose nhin quanh san, nhdp mot ngum Pepsi roi ndi, “Tham chi téi con
chang biét cau c6 thye sy 1a canh sat hay khéng. Cé thé cau dang bip t6i”.
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“Ong c6 thé tra citu vé toi trén Internet. Vai ndm trwdc thi trén d6
nhiéu thit [am.”

“T6i sé lam thé,” Rose néi. “Trong khi dé... toi sé khong tiét 16 thém
bat ky chuyén gi. Ching ta dang ndi vé nha tu lién bang day.”

“T6i khong nghi vay,” Lucas néi. “Néu tat ca chuyén nay dién ra theo
huéng toi nghi, chiung s€ lo sg khi theo doi ong.”

“Cau khong biét dau,” Rose n6i. “T6i khong tin rang ching sg bat ky

T

ai.

“Ong sai r0i.”

“Cho t06i dia chi email cia cdu,” Rose néi. “Co thé t6i sé lién lac lai.”

“Cho t6i biét mot chuyén nita - toi chac chan n6 khong bi mat, Nhung
la chuyén 6ng biét,” Lucas néi. “Parrish la mot si quan quan doi van dang
tai ngd, trong lwc lwgng quan du bi, va bay gid ga deo lon thiéu ta, va s6ém
thoi ga sé 1én ham trung ta. Phai chang, 6ng biét ddy, ga ti€p can dugc vai
nhitng ké c6 kha nang st dung bao lyc vi ga tirng phuc vu trong quan doi
va CIA, va bay gio la Thugng vién?”

Rose liéc mat nhin anh, liém moi. “Ga da ban ai chwa?”

“Chua. Nhung néu ga muon ai do6 bi ban chét, liéu ga c6 nguon sat tha
nao khong? Toi khong no6i vé chuyén ban nhau trong quan doi, ban ké
khung bo ma la chuyén ban chét mot thwong dan tai nwéc My nay. Liéu ga
c6 thé kiém duwgc vai cai tén khong?”

Ong ta nhdp mot ngum nita, gat dau nhanh. “Cé. Trong ndm phut. Gid
toi noi hét r6i.”

Rose khong chiu néi thém gi nita. B6 mdc ong ta ditng bén canh bé
boi, Lucas buéc vong quanh nha ra ngoai pho.

NGUOI THU HALI, thit ba va thit tw trong danh sach cta Carter déu séng
tai Virginia, phia bén kia hat. Chiéu nay anh sé dén gap ho, Lucas nghi, c6
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thé dirng chan & mo6t khach san trén duong di.

Trong lan dau tién Lucas cham tran Grant, mu ta tirng cong tac vdi hai
nhan vién an ninh la cytu quan nhan, nhitng ké nhan tién cia mu dé giét
ngwoi - mu tham chi con tha buia yéu quyén rii mot trong hai ké. Grant sé
bat chap tit ca hong c6 dugc sy phuc vu cua nhitng ké c6 ich cho minh -
v6i nhitng miéng moi wu dai vé chinh tri, tién bac va tinh duc.

Néu mu ta can dén chuyén mon dac biét cta Parrish, cé6 kha nang mu
ta sé cau long trung thanh ctia ga bang cach bado vé ga khéi lan séng chi
trich; tham chi cé thé citu vét sy nghiép cia ga. Chwa ké la trién vong buéc
vao Nha Trang...

QUAY VE KHACH SAN, Lucas rtta mit roi bat laptop, nhdp chudt vao
muc thw dién t* mong sé nhan dugc tin nhan cia Weather, va cé thé 1a cta
con gai anh Letty, dang hoc ndm thit ba & Stanford. Anh chi nhan dugc mot
tin nhan ngan ngli cua Weather, vé tin titc ¢ truong hoc va mot thu khac
cta Rose, an danh dudi cai tén Donald R. Ligny, dong tiéu dé gitip anh
nhan ra 6ng ta. “Pa tim kiém anh trén Internet.”

Cudn chudt xudng, Lucas tim thdy mot bai viét trén t& Washington
Post ké vé vu danh bom nha kho khi d6c than kinh tai Syria, nhung héa ra
day lai la souk, mot khu chg cta ngwoi Ho6i gido, phia cubi chg cé6 mot
treong nit sinh nho. Nguwdi Syria than phién rang chin muoi tw ngwoi da bi
giét, hau hét 1a phu nit va tré em, 10i tuyén b6 dwgc mot t6 chike tir thién ton
gido chitng thue kém céac bivc anh. Ngoi treong da bi xda so.

Cuoi bai viét, c6 thém sau chit nita:

“Chung toi da no6i réi. Nhung ching khong nghe.”

NHIEU NAM TRUOC, Lucas c6 xem mdt bd phim cia Tom Clancy - anh
khong nhé twa phim, nhung c6 Harrison Ford déng vai chinh. Anh chi nh&
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mot canh dac biét, mot nhém SAS* cia Anh da x6a s6 mot trai huan luyén
khting B6 ndm dau do tai Bac Phi. Canh phim in dam trong tam tri Lucas vi
anh da danh ca cudc doi lam viéc v6i nhitng vu an mang khién anh khiép
dam. Trong bo phim cta Clancy, cudc tan cong ctia SAS ¢6 su giam sat cta
vé tinh, va mot nhom nhan vién CIA mdc complet tinh co theo do6i n6 va
chay mot dong binh luan. “Cé mot vu tan cong,” ai d6 da noi vay trong khi
nhan nha nhap ngum ca phé.

Canh phim that lanh gdy, nhw chu y cta dao dién. Dwéi kia dang c6
bao nhiéu ngudi phéi chét hodc bi hanh hinh trong khi nga. Ching la ké
khting b6, c6 thé ching xitng dang phai nhan két cuc dé, nhing ching van
la ngudi, va bi x6a so chi trong phit chéc.

Bai viét trén to Post, két hgp v6i nhitng gi Rose cho anh biét, phan
anh cung mot thai do quan liéu nhu canh phim cta Clancy: ngudi ta quan
tam dén cudc doi binh nghiép, sw nghiép chinh tri cia minh nhiéu hon quan
tam dén thuc té c6 bao ngudi chét dudi tay minh.

Parrish va Grant chay don chay ddo dé do 16i... Chang hé biét bao
nhiéu phu nit va tré em chét banh xac vi bom chi trong tich tac.

LUCAS LAY XE, bat hé thong dinh vi chi duong cho anh bing qua song
Potomac dén khu c6 nhitng ngdi nha bang gach gon gang, nhitng hang cay
gia oan xudng trén lan dwong rai nhya tai Arlington, Virginia. Lai thém mot
cong dong say ngu, nhung it nhat n6 gia hon khu cta Rose tai Maryland
dén tram tudi. Trong s6 ba cai tén bo sung trén danh sach cta Carter, Lucas
khong nhan dwgc cau tra 10i t hai cu@c goi, tuy nhién ¢ cudc goi thi ba,
mot phu nit co tén la Gladys Ingram da dap lai. Ba ta la luat su cta cong ty
ludt Arlington, ba ta n6i rang minh sé ¢ nha trong mot tiéng nita hodc hon.

“Néu toi n6i chuyén véi mot canh sat vé bat ky diéu gi, toi sé khong
muon noéi & day,” ba ta &m chi van phong minh. Tra cttu vé cong ty luat nay,
Lucas biét dugc n6 c6 khoang hon hai muwoi luat sw va tdm mwoi nhan vién,
chu yéu lam cong tac van dong hanh lang.
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Khi dén noi, Lucas thdy xe ctia Ingram, chiéc Mercedes bac SL550
dang do trén 16i xe vao nha. Con pho hep dén noéi anh phai cho xe vao 1é
sau xe ba ta dé tranh vuéng 16i di. Giong nhu Rose, khi ra m@ ctra, Ingram
cling doi xem thé cua Lucas.

Nhung khac vGi Rose, sau cudc goi dau tién ctia Lucas, ba ta tién
thang dén mady tinh va tra cttu vé anh trén Internet. Cé dén vai tram két qua
vé quang thoi gian anh lam canh sat, cho hai co quan khac nhau tai
Minnesota, cung mdt thong bao ngan trén muc lwgm lat ctia bao Star-
Tribune, cho biét anh da chuyén dén Van phong Canh sat Tw phap My. Con
c6 ca hai mwoi birc anh chup Lucas tai nhiéu hién trueong toi ac. Chwra hét,
ba ta con lgi dung cd mat ma van phong luat dé kiém tra bac xép hang tin
nhiém cua anh.

“Pugc roi, néu anh choi kham t6i, anh sé gap rat nhiéu rac réi day,” ba
ta noi, van ditng trén ngudng cita. “Phai ndi rang anh ding la canh sat tw
phap giau nhat toi tirng gap.”

“T6i gap may khi khéi nghiép may tinh héi lam trung gian cho may co
quan canh sat,” Lucas noi. “Ba la nguoi th hai toi ndi chuyén ngay hom
nay lo bi t6i choi kham. 'Choi kham' theo t6i hiéu tirc la lira ddo, lira gat
dang khong?”

“Pung,” ba dap. Ingram la ngwoi nhut nhat, mai toc nau hung do kém
thu hit. Ba ta dang nhin anh bang d6i mat nau qua cap kinh gong mai rua,
trén ngudi la bo do khong dwoc thoi trang. Lucas nghi ba ta khodang bon
muoi tudi. “Tiéng 16ng dan mang théi. Ma ching ta dang néi vé chuyén gi
vay? Anh bao minh dang diéu tra vu tai nan xe ¢ ma chang cé lién quan gi
dén t6i - rang c6 thé t6i c6 vai thong tin vé vu do. T6i cé biét gi vé tai nan
xe cO dau.”

“Nhuw t6i da noi, thong tin ctia ba cé thé quan trong, nhwng no... chi la
thit yéu trong vu tai nan.”

“Tai nan nao co?”

“Tai nan xe hoi lién quan dén Thuong nghi si Porter Smalls.”
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“Co gi khong binh thwong a? Téi twdng né lang xuéng roi.”

“Ong ay 1a Thuwong nghi si M§. Chiing t6i chi diéu tra tiép theo tha tuc
tho6i”

“Puoc roi,” ba ta gat dau.

Lucas ndi, “Toi hiéu ba biét mot nguwdi tén la Jack Parrish...”.

Ba ta néi, “Oi troi...” roi dirng lai, dwa hai ngén tay 1én méi.

Lucas: “Gi cg?”

“Lay Chua. Cé phai Parrish da c6 giét Porter Smalls khong?”

Lucas ngac nhién, mim cwdi. “Gio toi hiéu tai sao ba lai 1a luat sw ro6i.”

“Phai g khong? Y t6i 1a tai nan ctia Smalls...” Ba ta lai im bat, mét
nhin cham cham ra pho, suy nghi. Ho van dang ditng trén ngudng ctra, bat
chgt ba ta n6i, “Vao di. Vao di. Chuyén nay thu vi day”.

NHA INGRAM tuy don gian nhung bén trong toan do ndi that dit tién.
Trong phong khach c6 treo mot bitc tranh, rat giong bitc Lucas titng xem tai
Vién Nghé thuat Minneapolis, noi Weather dan anh dén du tiéc chiéu dai.
Anh cti xudéng xem chi¥ ky: RD.

Ingram, dang ding sau lung anh, lién noi, “Richard Diebenkom. Anh
c6 biét ong ta khong?”.

“T6i nghi minh tirng thdy tdc pham ctia Ong ta tai bdo tang
Minneapolis,” Lucas néi. “Trong dep lam.”

“Pung r6i!” Gigng ba ta nhw mudn néi tat nhién n6 dep roi, tdc pham
bac thay ma. “Mot phan trong series Cong vién Pai duwong.”

“Tuyét.” Lucas chua tirng nghe tén hoa si nay, nhung con biét no6i gi
nita day? Anh quay ngudi lai, nhin cham cham ba ta vai gidy ré6i hoi, “Cho
toi biét y kién ctia ba vé Parrish”.

“Ga la mé6t ké xdu,” Ingram dap. “Chac anh biét dugc tén toi thong
qua vu Malone.”
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“To6i khong biét vé vu Malone,” Lucas noi.

“Thé lam sao anh biét tén t6i?”

“T6i khong néi duge. Téi biét dwgc tin nay tit mot nguon bi mat cé
lién quan dén chinh pht. Néu ba néi c6 vu Malone, vay thi c6 thé co ay lay
dugc thong tin tw do.”

“Hirm. C6 ay ha? Téi sé& suy nghi vé chuyén d6. A ma vu Malone c6
dinh dang t6i mot trong cac than cha caa tdi, doanh nghiép Malone
Materials. Malone mat h6 so thau mua sam cho quan ddi vao tay mot cong
ty khac, ong ta chang hiéu tai sao vi cai cong ty dé khong hé c6 chuyén
mon trong linh vic dwgc yéu cau, trang bi thém bé phan méi cho cac xe
quan sy nhat dinh, cu thé 1a tdim giap hong trong lwgng nhe, chiu dugc sitc
tan cong cua cdac thiét bi no6 ty tao. Nén ching toi kién. Chwa hé nam trong
tay bat ky bang chitng xac thyc nao, nhwng t6i va nhitng ngudoi dang giai
quyét vu nay hoan toan hiéu ro rang Parrish c6 lién quan dén cac thda thuan
gitta khach hang trong quan doi va mot s6 thanh vién Ludng vién. Cac cudc
thdo luan két thic khi ho chuyén sang mot cong ty khac, Inter-Core
Ballistics, cong ty dang nhan dugc tin nhiém ngay cang cao hon, bat chap
viéc ho khong cé chuyén mon cling nhe mitc gia ban cac tam gidp dat cat
c6. T6i tin rang dong tién luan chuyén theo rat nhiéu cach, vai dong tién da
qua tay Parrish va c0 1€ qua tay ca vai thanh vién ctia nhom thu mua ntra.
MGt géi thau ngon c6 thé lam giau thém quy tai tranh ct.”

“Tién hoi 10,” Lucas noi.

“Khong chi héi 16 théi dau - ma nhitng khodn héi 16 ay do vao mot
cong ty khong hé c6 chuyén moén trong sit ménh hoat dong san xuat then
chot, mao hiém mang séng cta hang triéu linh My,” Ingram noi.

“Pung la... xau xa,” Lucas dap. “C6 vé su nghiép quan su con kéo dai
cta Parrish dang thu dwgc két qua tot. Trong lyc lwgng quan dy bi.”

“To6i khong biét diéu do, nhung gio biét roi thi toi sé di do hoi xung
quanh. Anh c6 thuc sy nghi ga da c6 tinh giét Smalls khong?”

“P6 1a két luan ba muodn dwa ra.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pirng c6 gat t6i, Davenport, chang hiéu qua gi dau. To6i da quan sat
vé mat anh khi nhac dén tai nan ctia Smalls.” Ba ta quay mat di, suy nghi,
réi buing ngon tay danh tach mot céi, quay ngudi lai néi, “Hiéu roi: Smalls
va Taryn Grant. Parrish hién gi¢’ lam viéc cho Grant. Rat, rat, rat tha vi day.
Rat tha vi”.

“Pirng voi dwa ra thém két luan nita... a dirng c6 gang tan dung diéu
do,” Lucas noi.

“T6i khong nghi thé dau,” ba ta néi. “Anh biét gi d6 vé vu tai nan
diung khong? La gi thé? T6i rat muodn biét nhitng chuyén hay ho vé Parrish
va’/hodc Grant.”

Lucas n6i, “Ba Ingram, t6i khuyén ba mdt cau, hdy quén tat ca
nhitng... suy doan nay di. T6i e rang néu ba di dén dau do vdi ching, ai day
c6 thé dén ngdi nha gach xinh dep nay cua ba va lam ba dau day.”

“That sao,” mang nghia hoai nghi hon la mot cau hoi.

“That day,” Lucas no6i. “Nghe nay, ching t6i dang xem xét... mot kha
nang thuan tdy. Trong vu tai nan cia Smalls, nhiéu kha nang la 6ng ay cung
tai xé déu da uong mot chut rwgu, c6 ta bi lac tay lai va xe vang khoi
dwong. Chuing t6i can kiém tra, va dé la viéc toi dang lam. Nhitng nguoi
khéc... cho t6i an twgng rang... Parrish 1a mot ké nguy hiém. Néu ba ¢t nghi
thé vé ga, hodc néu ga nghi ba lam thé, ba c6 thé gap rac réi day.”

“To6i sé xem do nhuw mot 101 khuyén,” ba ta noi.

“O yén trong vong hai tuan - d6 1a tat ca nhitng gi ba phai 1am” Lucas
néi. “Vao lic do, téi han sé tim hiéu dugc liéu Parrish c6 lién quan dén vu
tai nan khong. Néu co, t6i sé xtr ly. Néu khong, t6i sé cho ba biét. Chang c6
ly do gi phdi mao hiém mot cach khéng can thiét.”

“Toi cling sé xem day nhuv mot 10i khuyen,” ba ta dap. “Troi a - Taryn
Grant va Jack Parrish. Pung la mot cdp troi sinh nhi?”

“Ho thyec su...” Lucas ty dung im bat.

“Rat hgp nhau, do la diéu anh dinh noi,” Ingram dap. “To6i khong biét
nhiéu vé Grant lam, nhwng t6i biét mau thuan khi mu ta tring ct. Anh c6
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tham gia diéu tra vu dé khong?”

“T6i chi huy cudc diéu tra d6,” Lucas dap.

“Gio anh la canh sat lién bang. Khong c6 ti anh hwdng chinh tri nao tr
vu d6 day cha?”

Lucas lac dau. “T6i khong biét ba la luat su bién ho day.”

“Roi, t0i bat dau hiéu ra réi. Thugng nghi st My bi mot &ng c¥ vién
doi lap, ké chiém ghé cua ong ta, dam sau lung. Sau do6 dich than ong ta
tham gia tw @ng ¢ va ngay lap ttc dam chan doi tha - hodc trong trudng
hop cua Grant, la got giay Christian Louboutin cua mu ta. Grant la mot mu
phu thay ac doc ha pham xu6ng ty ban Tinh bdo Thuwgng vién, noi mu ta
két noi v4i mot ké hau can c6 nhitng moi quan hé v6i ca quan doi lan CIA,
san sang gitp d& mu ta bang cach c6 giét Thugng nghi si My, ngudi dang
pha héng co hoi ngéi ghé tong thong ctia mu ta. Smalls tirng dung anh
huwéng ctia minh citu vét mot ngwdoi, tuyén mo anh ta lam canh sat lién bang
roi sai anh ta di diéu tra mu phu thdy,” Ingram néi, cudi cung thé ra mot
hoi. “Troi oi, day 1a mot quoc gia vi dai hay gi?”

LUCAS NOI anh sé& giit lién lac. Ingram dap, “it cit vy di. T6i rat han
hanh”. Quay ra xe, anh c6 goi dién cho hai nguwdi con lai trong danh sach
nhung khong ai trd 161, nén anh vé thang khach san.

Sau khi gii xe cho ngwoi phuc vy, anh dang di qua hanh lang thi
trrdng bo phan an ninh, ngwsi anh da gap khi dang ky phong, vay anh lai
gan. Anh biét tén ngudi nay la Steve Schneider.

“Anh c6... nguoi ban nao trong phong khong? Mot ngwoi ban nam
gigi, c6 thé 1a mot canh sat khac khong?” Schneider haéi.

“Mot nguoi ban? Khong... da xay ra chuyén gi?”

“MGt trong cac nhan vién cta toi dang di kiém tra tang thi nghe thay
tiéng ctta dong. Ai ddy dang buwdc xudng tién sanh, cau ta cé an twgng rang
ngudi dé budc ra tir phia cudi hanh lang dan dén phong anh. Chang c6 ly
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do gi dé chan lai nén cau dy van di tiép. Trén hanh lang chang con ai ca.
T6i ngh minh nén noi cho anh biét.”

“Cam on nhiéu. Co ai thady nguoi da vao phong t6i khong?”

“Khong, khong. Ching t6i han sé chan anh ta lai néu nghi anh ta da
vao,” Schneider noi.

“T6i c6 thé ndi chuyén véi cau nhan vién do dugc khong?”

“Tat nhién a. T6i nghi cau ta xuéng khu do xe roi, néu anh muon doi
trong quay bar...”

LUCAS GOI MOT LON COCA CHO NGUOI AN KIENG, nam phit sau
Schneider cung anh chang kia xuat hién. Nhan vién an ninh thit hai cé tén
la Jeff Toomes, mai toc bac véi guwong mat hong hao, mac trang phuc xam -
mot cyu canh sat, Lucas nght.

“Ban dau chang c6 1y do gi dé chan han ta lai,” Toomes néi véi Lucas.
“Chuyén xay ra thé nay, toi dang di kiém tra, t6i dinh t&i hanh lang dan dén
cac phong. Toi nghe thay tiéng cita dong khi ré vao géc va c6 mot ngudoi
dang buéc vé phia minh. T6i nghi han ta cao mét tam, c6 thé hon kém nira
phan, t6c nau cat ngan, mat nau. Véc dang trong rat luc lwdng. May rau
nhan nhui, mdc trang phuc mua hé mau xanh nhat trang nha, giay budc day
béng loang. Néu han ta c6 mang theo sing, chac phai giat & that lung - vi
khong thay nong sting vong xudng & hai bén va vi bo do nay khong co quai
deo stng. T6i cho rang han ta chac phai quan bang mat ca chan, Nhung ai
lai thé?”

“Va han & canh phong t6i a,” Lucas ndi.

“T6i nhan ra diéu do khi buéc ngang qua. T6i nghi han ta chac phai
budc ra tv hanh lang phong anh. Phia dwgi do chi c6 hai phong thoi, va sau
nay khi kiém tra t6i phat hién khong hé c6 ai dang ky can phong kia.”

Lucas noi, “Cau thue s nghe thay tiéng canh civa dong lai a?”.
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“Vang. Con mot chuyén nita... anh & tang bon, va t6i nhan ra rang
minh khéng nghe thdy chudng thang may, tiéng chudng vang 1én khi ctra
thang mdy mé. To6i da quay lai: T6i dinh tim hiéu xem han ta & phong nao
hodc mu6n ghé tham ai, nhung han ta da bién mat. Han ta chac phai dung
cau thang bo. Diéu nay khong binh thwong, triv phi dang rat voi. Toi da goi
cho Steve, nhung chang ai nhin thdy han ta nita. Chac han ta da bién mat
trong hanh lang.”

“Chac phai rat voi vi han bi bat ngd béi mét ngwoi ma han hiéu la
nhan viéen an ninh.”

“Chung t6i cling nghi nhw thé,” Schneider dap.

Lucas noi, “Oi, chét tiét”.

SCHNEIDER PI LEN PHONG clng anh. Lucas mé ctta, ca hai nguoi
cung khé khang budc vao. Lucas xem xét hanh ly va va li cua anh, nhung
c6 vé chung van & nguyén cho cti, khong cé thit gi bi mat hay dugc thém
vao. Schneider nghiéng dau nhin ra ctta, Lucas di theo anh ta ra hanh lang.

“T6i biét mot nguwdi co thé quét rép cho anh,” Schneider noi. “Tham
chi t6t hon, t6i c6 thé chuyén anh sang phong doi dién, nhwng van gitt dang
ky phong nay cho anh.”

“Ctt lam thé di,” Lucas noi. “Néu c6 ké nao khac xuat hién, toi thuc s
sé & dang sau quan sat. Tham chi toi c6 thé nghe thdy ching buéc vao.”

“Néu anh c6 ban ai, nhé dirng ban nham khach tro day nhé,”
Schneider néi. “Ngoai tri* mu gia doi mi 16ng chon vizon mang theo mat
con chudt.”

“Chuot ay ha?”

“Pugc roi, mot con Chihuahua. D6 1a mu Julia Benson, dang vang
chong. Mu ta sdng ¢ day. Muoi tam nghin d6 mot thang, va mu ta coc them
quan tam - mu ta thich ké hau nguwoi ha. R6 rang t6i la mot trong s6 ho. Noi
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dau kho 16n nhét ctia toi trong cai toa nha nay. Téi khong bao anh giét mu
ta, nhung lam ton hai mu ta d6i chut thi anh sé dwgc dé uéng mién phi.”

“Toi sé lwu y chuyéen nay,” Lucas dap.
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Lucas don vao phong mdi, doi dién can phong cii bén kia hanh lang va
khong nhin dugc ra song Potomac. Anh vat 1on mot lic véi con hoang
twong: may thang dan mac banh bao lai d6t nhap vao phong khach san cta
canh sat Tu phap Hoa Ky? Tai Washington, D.C., & mot noi c6 tén la
Watergate? That sao?

Khi khoanh khéc ay tréi qua, anh goi cho Smalls. Ong ta thét 1én,
“Khong thé n6i chuyén vao ltic nay, goi lai cho t6i sau... bon phit nita”.

Bo6n phut sau, Lucas goi lai va héi, “Bay gio c6 ai dang & canh ngai
khong?”.

Smalls dap, “Khong, to6i dang trong nha vé sinh. Pi dv tiéc trwa. Co
gang dirng goi khi t6i dang di vé sinh”.

“R0O 16i.” Anh ké cho Smalls nghe vé vu dot nhap cé thé la trai phép,
r6i héi, “Ngai cé ndi véi ai rang t6i dang diéu tra vu tai nan nay khéng?”.

“T6i phai noi cho hai ngwdi tai van phong biét. Toi tin twdng ho, dan
do ho khong dwgc néi vdi bat ky ai. Toi dan vg di du tiéc trira nhung tham
chi t6i con khong néi cho ba ta biét.”

“Thugng nghi si, da c6 ro ri & dau dd, co6 thé la Grant. Ngai c6 thé
nghi vé chuyén do6,” Lucas noéi. “Gio t6i sé khong lam viéc bi mat nita. Néu
day la vu dot nhap chit khong phai do nhan vién an ninh nham lan... Néu
day khong phai 1a nham... Y t6i 1a ching biét phong t6i ¢ dau.”

“T6i nghi nhiéu kha nang nhat la nham - cho du xét dén am muu
ching nham vao t6i, cudc tan cong, cau khong thé biét chac chan duwoc
dang khong?”
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LUCAS CO MANG THEO may ghi am Sony kich hoat bing giong néi
trong ba 16, may chi dai c6 nam phan va rong chwa dén mét phan rwdi. Anh
16i né ra, kiém tra pin, tim thdy mot cho dé gidu - dudi tdm ném dau
giwong, chi dé micro thoi ra. Anh ghi lai diing mwoi gidy am thanh ti chiéc
ti vi trong phong, dang phat ban tin trén kénh CNN. Néu ké nao dé tim thay
may ghi am va xéa n6 di, hodc chi don giadn la 14y n6 di, anh sé biét ngay
cling nhw anh sé biét may c6 ghi lai duwgc am thanh ké d6t nhap vao phong
r6i bo di hay khong.

ANH GOI CHO hai céi tén cudi cung trong danh sach cta Carter, van
khong ai trd 16i. Vi cd hai déu la s6 di dong nén anh nghi ho c6 tinh 10 di.
Anh vira quyét dinh giét thoi gian cho ai d6 xuat hién, thi nhan dwgc cudc
goi tir mot sO la.

Anh tré 1oi, “Lucas Davenport day”.

“Canh sat Davenport a? Carl Armstrong day, nha diéu tra vu tai nan.”

“Chao Carl. C6 chuyeén gi vay anh ban?”

“Anh ti'ng bao md6t ba gia xén cé da trong thdy chiéc Ford F-250 mau
den di qua thi tran. C6 mot nha tré & do c6 lap may quay lia khap con pho.
To6i dé nghi dwoc xem qua va da nhan ra chiéc xe tai va doc dugc bién s6.
Xe c6 xuat xt ngoai Virginia. Nhuwng dén day thi c6 rac r6i.”

“La sao?”

“Chiéc xe tdi trong doan phim la mau den, nhu ba gia xén cé dy da
ndi, nhung khi t6i tra dang ky xe thi lai thay thong tin né c6 mau xanh.”

“Vay anh nghi sao?” Lucas hai.

“Néu nhu t6i lam gi d6 chang han nhu hiic xe khac vang khéi duwong,
va néu t6i nghi rang ai do6 cé thé trong thay hodc nhd mat minh, thi toi sé an
cap mot bién s6 250 khac r6i thay vao.”

“T6i cling sé lam thé,” Lucas néi. “Gtti tdi thong tin chi tiét nhé, t6i sé
xem xét... Thé con may guwong mat thi sao? Anh cé thdy dugc may thang
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trong xe tai khong?”

“Anh c6 thé thdy ching, nhung hoan toan khéng nhan ra dugc dau.
Toi chi thdy mdy cdp kinh rdm va may cai mi den thoi.”

“Gui toi doan phim do6 dugc khong?”

“Tat nhién, t6i c6 trong tay day roi - toi sé gwi email cho anh. T6i c6
anh ban c6 thé tao d6 phan giai may tinh cao nhat c6 thé.”

“Tuyét voi day, Carl.”

POAN PHIM BUQC GUI BEN, nhung ciing ching c6 gi nhitu dé xem.
Chiéc xe ban tdi mau den chay lwét qua may quay, hai ngwoi trong buong
1ai bi che khuat sau may cai che nang gan trén ctta kinh. Lucas dong y véi
Armstrong rang hai tén nay deo kinh ram, nhuwng anh khéng chac lam vé
may cai mi. V6i Lucas, nhw mot trong hai tén c6 mai toc den dai thi ding
hon.

Chiéc xe tai dang ky bién s6 & mot noi cé tén la Centreville, theo nhw
Lucas tra cttu trén ban do ctia Google Maps. Vung ngoai 6 D.C, thang vé
phia tay, phia bén kia song, tai Virginia. Anh bat may ghi am lén, nhét n6
xuong dudi ném, treo tam thé “Xin Pirng Lam Phién” trén ndm cita roi
xuong nha lay xe.

Troi méi dan vé chiéu, nhung Lucas da gap phdi canh tac duong dau
tién trong ngay, mat nita tiéng mdi tdi dugce Centreville, theo dinh vi toan
cau GPS cua Evoque. Bién s6 xe nay thuoc vé Gerald va Marie Blake, ho
song trong khu phitc hgp bén phai xa 10 tiéu bang 1-66. Noi nay khong c6
bai do xe diing nghia, thay vao dé la mot diém do xe chat kin ngay bén kia
duong.

Lucas tim kiém dia chi nha Blake. Chiéc xe tai do ngoai mat tién -
Ford F-250 mau xanh - tuy nhién bién s6 xe khong con la bién so
Armstrong da cho anh. Chang cé dau hiéu nao cho thay chiéc xe tai nay
tirng lién quan dén vu tai nan.
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Can nhac mot lic Lucas cho xe tdp vao 16, m@ chot ham trén quai deo
sung ngan cua anh, buwéc dén cira trwdc ro6i nhan chuéng. Mot phat sau,
canh ctra bat m&, mot c6 bé tudi vi thanh nién dirng nhin anh.

Lucas: “B6 me chau c6 nha khong?”

Con bé: “Cho héi chu la ai a?”

Lucas chia ra thé va phu hiéu. “Canh sat Tv phap Hoa Ky Lucas

Davenport... Cha can néi chuyén véi Gerald hodac Marie Blake, hodc ca hai
cliing dugc.”

Con bé quay mat vao nha: “Me oi...”

MOQT PHUT SAU DO, Marie Blake buéc ra cita, ngé ngé anh nhu nguoi
can thi qua cap mat kinh chong anh sang xanh. Ba ta bo kinh xudng khi con
bé néi, “Chu ay néi minh la canh sat Tu phap Hoa Ky. Chu ay cé phu
hiéu”.

“Co chuyeén gi vay?” Nguoi dan ba hoi.

Lucas giai thich viéc anh dang lam, ba ta dap, “Chung t6i chua ting
dén West Virginia, ngay ca di qua ciing khong. Chiing t6i chuyén tGi day tw
Delaware...”. Ba ta néi chong minh dang di lam; ong ta la vién chitc & Cuc
Quan ly nha dat.

Lucas héi, “Ba c6 biét bién s6 xe nha minh khong?”.

“Khong... Trong buong 1ai c6 mdt thé bao hiém; chac chan trén day co6
ghi sO xe.”

Lucas biét chuyén gi tiép theo, nhing ho van ra ngoai xem xét. Bién
sO xe tai khong khép véi bién so xe trén thé bao hiém, vi bién s6 kia cta xe
Blake da bi an cap va trdo doi.

Anh goi lai cho Armstrong. “Anh c6 tiép can dwoc co s@ dit liéu cac
bién s6 xe bi danh cap tai Virginia khong?”

“Dugc. Cho toi mot phut.”
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Lucas doc cho anh ta bién s6 xe, mot phuit sau Armstrong goi lai, “Co
kha ndng cac bién s6 nay cta chiéc F-250 mau xanh bi dn cap mot tuan
trwde tai Fair Oaks Mall. Khong danh trdo bang bat ky bién s6 nao khéc;
chi don gian la bién mat. Cha xe phat hién viéc mat bién sé ngay sau khi ra
khoi siéu thi nén da goi dién bao canh sat”.

“MOot ngay trwdc vu tai nan,” Lucas noi.

“Pung.”

“Ching khéng mudn nha Blake phat hién xe mat bién so, thé nén
ching danh trdo bang bién s6 khac. Bang cach nay, sé phdi tién hanh hai
buwdc dé bat chiing - canh sat sé phai chan xe nha Blake lai va bdo xe bi mat
bién s0, tiép theo dé y xe tai cia ké kia. Nhung chang ai chiu lam gi ca.”

“Co vé la thé,” Armstrong dap.

Ho gap bé tac. Lucas ngat cudc goi, bdo ba Blake rang ba ta dang gap
rac r6i véi may cai bién so, rang bién s6 xe ba ta da bi an cap va c6 kha
nang bi phi tang & dau dé, sau khi pham t6i. Ba ta can phdi mua bién s6
md&i. Anh trao danh thi€p cho ba ta, ddan néu bi bat ky ai & Co quan Quan ly
phuong tién co gidi Virginia gdy kho dé thi ct goi dién cho anh.

ANH VAN CAN noéi chuyén véi hai nguoi nita trong danh sach cia Carter.
Vi dang & cach noi ho song khong xa, anh quyét dinh ghé qua. Tai diém
ditng dau tién, anh trong thay ai dé6 dang lam viéc trong nha ctia James T.
Knapp, nén anh nhan chuéng ctta khéng ngirng cho dén khi mét ba to béo
ra mo.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé?”

Lucas ty gigi thiéu, r6i néi, “Toi dang tim 6ng Knapp?”.

“T6i 1a quan gia. Ong 4y da 1am gi vay?”

“Theo t6i biét thi chang lam gi ca. T6i chi héi tham vé mdt ngudi 6ng
ay biét th6i.”
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“Hirm.” Ba ta cau c6 nhin anh, nhw thé danh gia xem anh c6 dang noi
that khong, cudi cliing ba ta thira nhan, “Ong dy di California c6 viéc gi dy
16i”.

“Ong 4y & trong quan ddi sao?”

“Khong, ong dy la nha truyén gido. Chac tuan sau 6ng ay vé, nhung
ong ay van tra lwong cho t6i ca tuan sau nita.”

TAI NGOI NHA KE TIEP, dang nha trét son mau xanh xam ditng biét 1ap
trong mot khu yén tinh, xung quanh la cdc ngbi nha c6 kiéu dang kién tric
twong tw, voi cdy coi va nhitng bai cé xinh xan. Anh vira quay buéc khoi
canh ctra trwdc, thi mot chiéc Mustang dong co nam lit mau den tién 1én 16i
xe vao nha. Mot nguwdi dan 6ng gay com, tay chan khang khiu, lan da ram
nang den sam trong bo dong phuc quan nhan mau xanh budc xudng xe.
Trén hai vai ong ta la huy hiéu 14 s6i bac quan ham trung ta. “Xin chao?”
Ong ta goi to.

Lucas buwéc dén ty gidi thiéu, vién trung ta noi, “Horace Stout. T6i cé
thé gitp gi cho anh?”.

“T6i can no6i chuyén véi ngai vé Jack Parrish.”

Mat nhan nhd, Stout dap. “Vao nha r6i hang néi.”

Tuy song doc than nhung Stout van giit nha cira ngan nap, trong goc
phong la cay piano c@ 16n dong M.Steinway, loai dung cho studio am nhac
v6i mot chéng ban nhac cho dan dwong cam dang nam trén nap phim.
Lucas n6i rang vg anh cling c6 loai dan twong tw. Stout néi, “Dé 1a nhitng
gi t6i nhan dugc sau mwoi mot nam két hon. Cay dan ay cung mét con cho
bénh tat méi chét nam ngodi”.

“Rat tiéc vé chuyén d6,” Lucas 1am bam.

“Anh mudn nwdc cam hay nwéc khoang day?” Stout hoi. “Toi khong
c6 rugu.”

“Nwdc cam dugc roi.”
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Hai ngwdi ngoi tai ban bép ctia Stout, Lucas trdn an 6ng ta rang bat ky
diéu gi ong ta nbi vé Parrish sé dugc gitt kin. “Toi khong ghi lai 16i khai
dau, chi la dang c6 gang tim hiéu that sau vé tén nay. Ga la ai, ga la nguoi
thé nao va ga lam gi.”

“Ngay bay gio ga lam viéc cho Thuwong nghi si Taryn Grant,” Stout
néi, “nhung diéu dé anh biét r6i ma”.

“T6i biét.”

“Trai nghiém cta t6i vGi ga la ¢ Iraq - cac chuyén cong tac ctia ching
toi chong chéo 1én nhau. Ga di hai chuyén, t6i di nam chuyén, cong viéc
chu yéu la lo hiu can tir Kuwait dén Baghdad.”

“Ga dugc trao Huan chwong Trai tim Tim va Huy chuong Ngoi sao
Pong,” Lucas noi. “T6i cho rang ga c6 tham gia chién dau.”

Stout thd dai, cudi cung noi, “T6i... anh biét ddy, canh sat Davenport,
néi xau mot si quan vang mat la diéu khong hay dau”.

“Chi tiét nay c6 thé quan trong,” Lucas néi. “T6i cho rang ngai c6 thé
néi xau néu muon?”

Im ldng mot Ittc, Stout nhin ra cho khéc réi noéi, “Vai ké... dwgc nhan
huan chuong. Vai binh si thuc sy bi thwong nhung khong ndng, dugce y ta
dia phwong cham so6c va cap thudc, nhung chang bao gio duwgc trao Trai tim
Tim. Nhitng ké khac chi bi vai vét bam, anh c6 thé goi nhw thé, thi lai dugc
nhan. V6i Ngoi sao Bong cling twong tir. Chang ai trong quan ngiti nhac dén
chuyén nay, nhung thi thodng né la 1gi thé chinh tri dé dugc 1én lon”.

“Ngai dang ndi rang Parrish...”

“T6i chang néi gi cu thé ca,” Stout dap. “To6i dang no6i chuyén xdy ra
v&i mot s6 ngwoi.”

Lucas noi, “Ly do t6i néi chuyén vdéi ngai la thé nay, t6i nghe néi ngai
khong ban tdm dén Parrish. Khi tién hanh diéu tra, ching t6i sé néi chuyén
vOi nhitng nguwoi ma...”.
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“Toi biét, t6i biét... To6i biét anh dang lam gi,” Stout n6i. “T6i khong
ban tdm dén Parrish. Khéng mdt chit nao. Anh biét day khi dang lam hau
can, trong vung chién sy, moi viéc phai duwgc tién hanh rat nhanh chéng, va
do6i khi quan trang bi... that lac.”

“Parrish danh cap a?”

Stout chi mot ngon tay vao anh. “T6i khéng noéi ga an cap quan trang,
toi chi ndi la... m6t s6 lwgng quan trang kha 16n that lac sau khi di qua don
vi cua ga. Ga c6 mot tén E-8 lam viéc cho minh...”

“Xin 10i, t6i khong quen cac cap bac trong quan doi.”

“E-8, thuwgng si. Chuyén quan doi c6 vai thang si quan bién chat khong
phai 1a bi mat to 16n gi, nhung t6i tin thang nay la mot trong nhitng thang
bip bom nhat t6i tirng gap. To6i nghe no6i han dang hwéng thu cudc séng xa
hoa duwéi vinh Mexico. Nhung ngay ca thé...”

Ong ta ngirng lai, can nhic. Lucas ép 6ng ta noéi thém, “Chuyén gi?
Khong c6 ai nghe trom dau”.

“Co rat nhiéu nha thau quan sy tv nhan lang vang quanh Iraq. Cac
nhan vién bao vé cua ching t6i dwoc tuyén mo lam viéc tai chau Phi chang
han. Hau hét 1a Uganda, cho du ho thwong xuyén lam viéc cho cac cong ty
dat tru s& tai My,” Stout tiép 10i. “Ké anh nghe nhé, Parrish than thiét v&i
may cha gidm doc nguwdi My nay lam. Céc si quan trung thyc sé chang bao
gi0 day dwa véi 1 ché dy. Nhung Jack thi khong. C6 vé Jack nghi rang
ching 1a nhitng chién binh lang man. Ga thich giao du véi ching. Khong
thé chithg minh, nhwng t6i nghi ngd rang mot s6 quan trang bi mat bi tuén
cho nhitng ké nay.”

Lucas néi, “Thud vi ddy. Ga con than thiét véi may cong ty day nita
khong?”.

“Nguoi ta don thé. Ga vao CIA lam viéc sau khi roi quan ngit, CIA
cling st dung rat nhiéu cac t6 chitc nha thau twong ty. Sau CIA, cé thoi
gian Parrish lam viéc cho mot trong cac t6 chitc nay. T6i khong wa ga, ga
ciing chdng wa t6i, ga cho ring toi 1a ké khénh khang.” Ong ta liéc nhin
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Lucas, nhw ¢ tim hiéu xem anh c6 hiéu “khénh khang” nghia la gi khong,
réi noi tiép, “Diéu to6i khong thich dé la ga... khong phai la si quan chuyén
nghiép. Ga la ké lwra ddo. Ké ltra dao trong quan doi, ké Itva ddo trong CIA.
Moi ngudi néi rang Thugng nghi si Grant dang chay dua vao ghé tong
thong. Nén gio ga dang xuc tién viéc do”™.

“Cai tir nay lap lai rat nhiéu khi moi ngwdi néi vé Parrish,” Lucas néi.
“Khi ga con lam trong uy ban Tinh bdo Thwgng vién, da xuat hién diéu
tiéng vé vu danh bom mét khu chg tai Syria...”

“T6i biét chuyén do,” Stout néi. “Néu noi dé chita day khi doc thi ga
la ngwdi hung. Nhung néu héa ra n6é chang c6 gi hét ngoai mot dong xac
chét dau quan khan, cling c6 ma nao thém quan tam dau? Mot hoat dong
dién hinh ctda Parrish, theo y toi la thé.”

“Ga c6 gan bé v6i nha thau quan doi dac biét nao khong?”

Stout gat dau. “Co6 mot nha thau noi ga tirng lam viéc mot thoi gian...
Heracles Personnel,” ong ta dap. “Pirng noi véi ai la toi n6i. Ho rat cé uy
tin trong gidi nha thau quan sy. Ho cé quan ddi riéng cung véi doi ngii
nhan vién ho trg la thwong dan.”

Hai ngudi néi chuyén thém mot Idc 1au nita, dén khi Lucas ra vé. Stout
bat tay anh va néi, “Nghe nay, anh cadnh sat, hay goi cho to6i khi pha xong
vu nay nhé. Téi mudn biét da xay ra chuyén gi”.

“Néu toi co thé,” Lucas noi.

ANH PANG TREN DPUONG quay vé khach san thi Armstrong lai goi, tir
West Virginia.

“Toi khong dinh qudy ray anh dau,” Armstrong néi.

“Anh c6 quay ray toi dau, Carl,” Lucas noéi. “Chuyén gi thé?”

“To6i dang suy nghi. Chiéc F-250 do la loai xe tai pho bién, nhung la
pho bién ¢ néng thén chit khong phai ¢ thanh thi. Bat ct ké nao doi bién so
chac phai biét hai loai xe tdi nay rat giong nhau, c6 thé la bon ching da
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theo doi hai xe nay tir treéc. Co thé ching thue sy sinh séng hoac lam viéc
trong khu vyc chung.”

“Phai, co kha nang d6.”

“Thé nén toi bat dau tuv héi, c6 bao nhiéu chiéc F-250 theo ma buu
chinh d6? Co quan Quan ly phuong tién co gigi Virginia c6 thé phan loai
xe theo ma bwu chinh - t6i kiém tra r6i,” Armstrong noéi. “Néu anh kiém
dau dugc mot danh sach sau doé so sanh vGi cac anh bang 14i, r6i tim hiéu
vé mdy anh chang ndy trén Internet, anh c6 thé phat hién duoc didu gi d6. Y
toi khong phdi 1a chac chan cé théng tin dé lan theo...”

“Carl... anh thong minh that day.”

VU VIEC CUA LUCAS DANG TIEN TRIEN: Ké nao d6 c6 ging dot
nhap phong khach san cda anh, cé thé han thuc sy da thanh cong; anh cé
mot cai tén, Heracles Personnel; va bay gio anh c6 y twéng lam thé nao dé
lan ra F-250.

Sép trén danh nghia cta anh dang lam viéc ngoai tru s canh sat Tw
phap, cach noi anh ¢ khong qua vai ddm, nhung goi dién thoai sé nhanh
hon. Khi quay vé Washington, len 18i qua dong xe gio cao diém, anh van
dang goi cho Russell Forte. Anh ta dang chuan bi vé nha.

Lucas dé nghi anh ta thu thap bat ky thong tin gi c6 thé vé Heracles
Personnel, tim hiéu xem liéu Co quan Quan ly phuong tién co gigi Virginia
c6 thé cung cap danh sach xe tai F-250 quanh khu vic dang bi mat bién so,
cung cac anh bang 1ai cta nhitng lai xe da dang ky khong.

“Oi chét tiét, t6i chda mudn vé nha néi chuyén véi mu vo va li nhéc
chit nao, véi tat ca nhitng rac roi vé chuyén nwéng thit ngoai troi, roi lam
sao dé ndu may cai gié swon mu ay mua chiéu nay...”

“Vé nha di, Russell,” Lucas n6i. “Ngay mai trdi lai sang ma. T6i con
hai noi nita phai dén tham tai Washington. T6i sé kiém tra lai véi ong vao
sang mai. Khong can sém qua dau.”
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“Cam on nhé,” Forte noi.

LUCAS QUAY VE KHACH SAN, dung bita ti, vé phong minh tim qua
loa, r6i can than lwa chon bo complet sac mau ém diu hgp v6i mua he, ao
so mi ké soc, ca vat Hermes cung doi giay John Lobb mau den.

Anh nghi dén chuyén mang theo khau Walther, nhung khau sing cw
com lén trong 4o khoac. Cudi cung anh cét né trong két an toan cia phong,
du anh vo tinh biét rang trung binh chi mat c6 tam giay la ké gian m& duwoc
bat ky két an toan nao trong phong. Xong xu6i anh goi xuéng lé tan nho goi
mot chiéc taxi. Muoi phat sau anh da trén dwong dén dai 10 New
Hampshire, t6i Figueroa & Prince, mot nha may dé nam anh titng doc trén
bdo, tién hanh tim hiéu r6i cudi cung goi cho ho trwdc khi roi St. Paul.

Tiém may nam trén pho N, duwdi tang trét cia mot noi trong nhw ngoi
nha xay bang da nau tai New York, cho du né duwgc xay bang gach dé. bé
la mot toa nha ba tang chi c6 tdm bién hiéu bang bac nhé canh ctra ra vao,
cho thdy day la mo6t co s& kinh doanh. Khi Lucas thit m& ctra, thay noé bi
khoa, du anh dwgc bao rang cira hang van mé dén chin gio.

Anh lui lai mot budc, nhan thady mét tdm bién hiéu khac, ghi dong chit
“Lam on nhdn chudng trwedc khi vao.” Anh nhan chudng ctta, mot thanh
nién ma tng hong ngo ra ngoai ctra s6 nhin anh, tiéng ting ting vang lén
moi Lucas vao nha.

Cau thanh nién lié€c nhanh qua trang phuc cta Lucas, mim cuwdi roi
héi, “Chung t6i co6 thé gitp gi cho ngai?”.

“T6i mudn tim cac by trang phuc thu dong... Téi duwgc bdo dén tim
Ted.”

TED LA MOT NGUOI GAY COM, gia hon anh va héi dau, cé nu cudi e
then va giong néi mém mai. Lucas ty gidi thiéu, Ted néi, “O diing 16i, quy
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ong dén tir Minnesota”.

Sau d6 la bon mwoi nham phtit nghién citu cac mau vai va chuyén tro
vé mau sac, khong chi vé chat liéu ma con lién quan ca dén mat, téc va sac
mat ctia Lucas. Ngoai ra la bai phong van té nhi vé noi anh ti'ng mua quan
do, phu kién va giay. R6i mat b6n muwoi phit nita do lwong cac kiéu, sau rét
Ted noéi, “Trwedc mat thé nay thoi da, ngai sé con phai dén nita dé tiép tuc
diéu chinh... c6 thé trong vong hai, ba tuan nita?”.

“Khong sao ma,” Lucas néi. “T6i muén nhan hang s6m khong vé nha
lai lanh mat.”

“Chung t6i sé c6 gang xong cho ngai vao giita thang Chin.”

Lucas vung vé tinh toan gia cd mdy bo do, nhap hét tat ca vao thé
American Express. Thanh todn xong xu6i, Ted goi taxi, Lucas bat tay ong
ta r6i noi, “Day dung la trdi nghiém tuyét voi”.

“Rat vui mirng dwgc gidp dd,” Ted ndi khi tién Lucas ra ctta. “Khong
nhiéu nguwdi quan tam nhw ngai dau a. Phan 16n ho chi mu6én mac bo sam
mau, ditng nhan qua nhiéu va lic nao ciing chi muén nhanh.”

Lucas mim cwoi, tién ra ctra, nghe tiéng cra dong sau lwng, anh buéc
xuong bac thém ra pho, noi budi t6i dé chiu sap qua di.

CO BA TEN. Thoang nhin sé& nghi ching c6 vé 1a dan sanh diéu - quan 4o
hgp mot, qua day du tréi néng, véi may cai mii c6 vé ky quac. Tuy nhién
quan ao caa ching qua sach, giong hét nhau vé kiéu dang lan mau sac, cho
du c6 thé dé la cach cac bo do ay duwgc lam ra. Khéng dita nao dé rau. Va
ching khong budc di theo kiéu cham chap, ngap ngirng ctia dan thi thanh,
ma di chuyén hét cac van dong vién khoe manh. Ching dang tién dén rat
nhanh. Ban tay ching trong khong.

Ngoai ra, cach ti€p can nay cho thidy nhitng khia canh dang chi y hon:
(1) May céi ao khoac trong c6 vé nang né, c6 thé mac bén trong la giap
chéng dan, bdo vé ching rat tot khi budc phai danh 1on. (2) Ca ba déu doi
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mi kéo sup xudng tran - mot thang déi md lwdi trai, hai thang kia doi mi
quan vot. May thang vo6 tich sy doi mii quan vot a? Khong thé nao. (3)
Lucas c6 thé cdm thay ching dang nham vao anh. Mot thang nhanh nhen
ap vao tir bén trai, mét thang bang qua pho tién thang vé phia anh con mot
thang ap vao tir bén phai.

Khong mang sting. Khéng thé quay vao trong ctra hang, ctra ra vao da
khoa sau lwng. Chi mat hai gidy nhin lwét qua ca ba tén va hiéu ro y do cia
ching, anh dwa ra quyét dinh trong tich tac.

Chay.

Thang bén phéi nang né nhat, c6 1é la dita cham nhat, Lucas chay
thang vé phia né, ngoat sang bén phai. Khi n6 di chuyén dé chan duong
anh, Lucas tranh sang trai, n6 vung nam dam vé phia anh, Lucas chan dugc
ci ddm do roi dung chinh gan ban tay vira d& don danh thang vao mat no,
phia dwéi mii. Ban tay trugt 1én thic manh go 16ng may cta né, khién né
loang choang nga ngta ra.

Khi danh vao mat thang d6, anh nhan ra khong thé nhin ré dwgc miéng
ctia n6: n6é dang deo mat na dét kim mau nau vang nhat. Cti va cham khién
Lucas ldo dao dén noi c6 thé trong thdy hai tén khac gan nhw & ngay phia
trén minh. Anh xoay ngudi nhdy sang trai, khién thang nhanh nhat lai
vudng thang gan hon, nén Lucas chi phdi tranh mot thang.

Thang gan hon vira lao t6i vira it tr trong tdi ra chiéc den pin, loai
Maglite, c6 thé bién thanh cai dui cui hoan hao. Lucas chay lat 1éo nhung
lai bi kep gitta hai thang. Anh tranh sang bén nhung thang kia vung cay den
pin vé phia anh, giang mot ci xudng lwng, phia dwdi vai trai va trén xudng
ba vai. Anh loang choang, gan nhw choang vang suyt vap phai thang dau
tién, dang chong ca tit chi xuéng dat.

Lucas tranh né. Thang cam den pin lai xong tGi. Lucas né anh den,
chop ldy mat na cia n6 giat manh sang bén, vira da cho anh nhin thay
guong mat no, chi trong tich tac, tit hai mat tr@ xuéng. N6 gat tay anh ra,
chiéc mat na trugt 1én trén che kin hai mat, khién n6 mu dé; anh va phai
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thang thi¢ ba, ching loang choang. Tan dung co hoi, Lucas nhdy qua thang
dang quy dudi dat, tranh thu dap that manh vao lung no, réi bat dau vung
chay.

Lucas nhanh hon ching mét budc, c6 1é van chwa da nhanh...

Tiép theo c6 mot chdp sang, thém mot chép sang nita. Lucas nghi co
1& minh bi ban nhwng khong nghe thdy am thanh nao. Anh dén chép 16e 1én
tir bén kia dwong chit khong phai tir dang sau lwng. Li€éc mat vé huwéng do,
Lucas trong thdy mot ngudi dan 6ng chau A cao gy mot tay dang cam dién
thoai di dong, mot tay xach va li. Hinh anh in dam trong tam tri anh do la
ong ta da chup lai hinh anh tran au da...

Anh dén chép khién nhitng ké tdn cong bi phan tdm. Mot tén trong
bon chay vai budc vé phia ngudi chau A, nhung mot thing khac quat 1én,
“Khong! Khong! Khong!” khi 6ng ta quay ngoat lai, cam dau chay xudng
pho. Lucas chay theo, tdc do ctia anh sé nhanh hon han néu h6m nay khong
phai di giay tdy dé mua complet.

Lucas bat dau thét 1én: “Ciu! Ciru! Ciru!”.

Anh quat to va di chuyén rat nhanh, cho du chi c6 vai nguoi trén pho,
nhitng mai dau dang ngoanh lai nhin. Lucas tiép tuc chay thém khoang hon
ba chuc mét nita treédc khi mao hiém ngoadi lai lan thit hai... Anh thay ba tén
dang chay theo hwéng nguoc lai, trrde khi bién mat bén kia pho.

Tay nguwdi chau A phia trdce ditng chan. Lucas chay vé phia 6ng ta va
goi to, “Canh sat Tv phap My day. bgi da! bgi da!”.

Anh rut thé tw trong tui ra gio 1én tredc mdt ong ta. Tha khong ra hoi,
anh lap bap, “T6i la... toi la canh sat My... Anh c6 chup... dugc... cude au
da day khong?”.

Tay ngudi chau A gat dau, roi dap bing thit tiéng Anh chudn xac, “Co.
Hai tam. May thang kia la ai vay?”.

“T6i khong biét,” Lucas n6i. “Co thé la bon tran 16t.”

“Toi khong nghi thé,” tay nguwdi chau A néi. “Tat ca bon chiing déu
deo madt na. Trong ching giong hét nhau. T6i khong nghi ching la bon tran
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1ot.”

Lucas gat dau. “Anh c6 thé gti mdy birc anh nay vao dién thoai cua
toi dugc khong?”

“Pugc chi. Tat nhién.”

Cac birc anh dugce gii dén: ching da sac nét, nhung tat ca nhitng gi ¢c6
thé doc duwgc chi la nhitng bong ngwdi va kich thwdc. Lucas hoi tén va dia
chi ngudi dan 6ng tai Nhat Ban. Ong ta tro tai mot khach san &
Washington, dang di cong tac.

KHI LUCAS bat tay nguwoi dan 6ng, mot chiéc taxi xuat hién & géc pho.
Anh nhay ra phia tredc dau xe, tai xé ha ctra kinh xe xudng roéi néi, “T6i
nhan dwgc mot cudc goi,” va Lucas tré 16i, “Néu la tiém Figueroa & Prince
thi t6i goi day”.

Anh van con thd héng hdc, mo6 hoi nhw tam. Tay tai xé nhin anh nghi
ngo, noi, “Pugc roi, do l1a noi toi dang tGi”.

Lucas ngo6i vao ghé sau roi néi, “Khach san Watergate”.

Tay tai x€ quay di, miéng néi, “Cé thé toi sai, nhung theo y toi troi
néng chét me ma anh chay bo mac complet thé kia”.

“Phai tap thé duc co tim bat ky lic nao cé thé,” Lucas n6i. Ho di qua
noi anh nhin thdy ba tén kia lan cudi cung, nhung ching da bién mat. Anh
sé khong bao gi¢ di ra ngoai ma khéng mang theo sing, Nhung ké ca néu
c6 mang, anh cting khong biét minh c6 kip rtt sing ra khong. Ching ap sat
qua nhanh, trong rat chuyén nghiép va c6 thé chiing c6 vii khi. Néu anh rut
sting ra c6 thé ching sé ban anh. Dau vay anh thay... xdu ho. Anh da phai
bo chay, thét 1én goi ngwoi giup nhvw mot bé gai.

“A thé doi Nationals thé nao roi?” Tay tai xé hoi.

“To6i dén tr Minnesota,” Lucas dap, nga nguwoi vao lung ghé. “T6i la
fan doi Twins.”
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Tay tai x€ suy nghi trong gidy lat, roi dap, “Thé thi t6i chang nghi
duwgc gi r6i”.

VE KHACH SAN, anh kiém tra may ghi am. Khong c6 ké nio vao trong
phong, cho dén gid 1a vay. Ro6i anh goi cho Rae. “Co cung Bob cé thé qua
day s6m nhat may gio?”

Co dap, “O”.

Lucas noi, “Phai day”.

BO PIEN THOAI xudng, anh van con chju anh hwéng cia adrenaline.
Cudi cung anh mdc 1én nguwdi chiéc quan sodc tap thé thao, 4o thun va di
giay van dong vién, budc xuéng trung tam tap thé hinh, chay vai vong trén
may chay bd cho hét hung phan.

Quay vé phong, anh di tam, tap trung xem xét phan luwng: cho bi chiéc
Maglite danh phai chac swng bam mét cuc, anh nghi. Ra khoi phong tam
anh xem doan cu6i mdt tran cua doi Dodgers tir West Coast, budng minh
xuong giwong suy nghi vé chuyén ban than dang gia di. Anh vira qua tudi
ndm muoi, nhung anh da yéu di nhiéu trong mwoi ndm qua. Ba tén tran 16t
kia han la da tan anh mot tran ra tro.

Anh nghién ngam thém mot ltic, r6i cudi cung co gang thiép di vao lic
hai gio sang.

Sang hom sau anh tré day, cao rau, di tam, dang chuan bi di an sang
thi Forte goi, “Anh van con l6n vén quanh Heracles day chit?”
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Forte no6i, “Chang la 1d bat lwong, Lucas. Bon linh danh thué. Quan
nhan tai Iraq va Syria ti'ng hang ta lan khiéu nai vé chiing, chinh phu hai
nuwédc con kéu ca nhiéu hon. Chiing thuéc dang ban tredc héi sau, nhung cé
vé nhu chiing ta van tiép tuc hgp tac lam an vdéi chiing. T6i néi 'Ching ta' &
day la Bd Quédc phong va cac nha thau dang lam viéc v@i chinh phu nuéc
ngoai. CIA c6 1é cling nhung tay”.

“Chung c6 lam viéc tai My khong?”

“Chung cha c6 quyén hanh gi & day ca,” Forte néi. “Chi can chia sting
vao ai dé, lap tic chiing sé bi khép toi tan cong ngwoi khac va sé di tu.
Chung khong phdi CEO. Khong phdi la cac si quan thyc thi phap luat,
khong doi nao.”

“Néu ching nhdy x6 vao toi trén pho thi...”

“Chung lam thé roi a?”

“Ké nao do da lam r6i,” Lucas dap. Anh ké cho Forte nghe rac roi
minh gdp phai dém qua ro6i moé ta ba tén; co tinh bé di phan la hét goi ngudi
ctru nhw con nit.

“Ra vay day,” Forte néi. “Nghe c6 vé nhu diéu t6i hinh dung vé may
thang cha Heracles 1a ding, cho du thuc sw t6i chwa titng dwoc thay tan
mat. Hau hét nhitng ké chuing goi la tay chan déu la cac cyu binh SEAL,
Delta, Force Recon, Rangers, dai loai thé. Anh khong thay ching mang
sung a?”

“Khong. Co vé ca ba thang déu mac 4o khoac chung - nhu thé ching
c6 mang vii khi nhe, hodc c6 thé ching mac so mi day, hay c6 dém 16t, c6
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1é ching san sang danh nhau,” Lucas néi. “T6i nghi ngd ching chi mu6n ha
guc toi chit khong giét. Vi giét nguwdi co thé khién ké nao dé gap rac roi,
16n hon nhiéu mét vu tran 16t ngwdi ngoai tinh.”

“Anh c6 chac ban chat vu nay la thé khong?” Forte hoi.

“T6i chac chan. Ching an madc rat ti té. Péng phuc giong nhau. Peo

mat na. Trong khong giong bon tran 16t rach rwdi, thue sy ching rat giong...
com.”
“Pay la viéc t6i mudn anh lam,” Forte noi. “Viét vu do ra, that chi tiét
vao. Gwri kém ca hai bitrc anh chup ti dién thoai nita. T6i sé 1ap ho so 'Vu
tan cong mot canh sat My, chwa gidi quyét. Sau nay néu anh nhan dién
dwgc thang nao trong s6 nay, ching t6i sé tom han, budc ti han. Vi anh la
nhan chitng duy nhat, ching ta cé thé khong tién dwoc xa, nhung khi tém
dwgc mot thang co thé tw tir ép né khai ra sau.”

“Lé ra viéc nay phai lam t* dem hom dé - hoac goi cho canh sat
D.C..”

“T6i sé goi bao cho ho. T6i cé thé gidu thoi gian anh bdo an. Néu
ching nghi anh bao an ngay lap tic... ct ké ching nghi thé. Lam vay ching
ta sé cung theo doi v6i hai co quan khac nhau.”

“Puogc roi.”

“Cha, c6 vé cudc song ngay cang phirc tap hon nhi, nhung do l1a ly do
tai sao nguoi ta thué anh lam viéc,” Forte noi. “Con viéc gi nita anh dinh
lam khong?”

“Tredc mat la goi cho Bob va Rae. Ho sé néi chuyén véi cac anh vé
viéc tdi day.”

“Chung t6i sé lam thua tuc cho ho. Gid thi vé chiéc Ford F-250 kia...
C6 bon muoi bdy mau F-250 den thung ngan nam ngoai dwgc dang ky vdi
ba ma vung quanh khu viyc bién s6 xe bi an cap. Pen la mau pho bién, tuy
nhién F-250 rat dat tién, thé nén khong nhiéu nhuw t6i dy kién...”

Lucas: “Vien canh sat West Virginia toi da noi chuyén...”
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“Armstrong.”

“Pung, anh ta noi chiéc xe tai nay con méi, nhung khong néi rd dugc
la nam nao, thé nén c6 thé ching ta nén tim kiém ca mau nam nay nita.”

“Khong. Sang nay t6i da néi chuyén vdi anh ta, ngay sau khi dén noi,
anh ta da gti cho t6i mdy bic chup nhanh tir video an ninh,” Forte dap.
“MGi c6 hai nam cac den dudi da co su thay doi - d6 1a mau cua nam ngoai,
khong phdi nam nay.”

“Anh kiém duwgc may cai bang 1ai dé tra ctu chwa?”

“Lam ro6i. Thu dwgc cd m6t dong manh moi, nhiwng chang cai nao dan
thang dén Heracles. Vai quan nhan - hai quan nhiéu hon 1a luc quan, nhung
c6 thé bao gom SEAL. Hoat dong t6i pham chi toan la viéc lat vat. Vai vu
bat bé do 1ai xe khi say xin, bao luc gia dinh, dai loai thé.”

“Gtti cho t6i may anh bang lai dwgc khong?” Lucas hoi.

“Tro ly cta t6i dang sap xép chung luon day nay. Anh sé nhan dugc
trong hai muoi phut niva.”

“Russell, cdm on anh. Toi sé lién tuc cap nhat tin titc cho anh.”

“Bao trong nhé,” Forte néi. “T6i khong thich chuyén nhuw téi qua dau.”

LUCAS DI thang may xudéng nha, an sang, réi quay lén va thdy bn muoi
bay tdm anh bang lai dwgc giti kém trong email. Mwdi hai ngwdi 1a nit, vay
néu cé lién quan, thi ai trong s6 nay khép vdi bat ky gwong mdt nao ma anh
hay nhan vién an ninh khach san da thay?

Anh xem qua bon muoi bdy tdm anh, hai lan 1at lai hinh dnh mot
nguoi tén la James Harold Ritter, ba muoi chin tudi. Trong ga giong thang
deo mat na anh da kéo xuéng. Trong anh nay ga dang doi chiéc mii quan
vot mau xanh kéo sup xudng tran, thé nén Lucas khong may tw tin dé nhan
dang, tuy nhién cam va miéng thi kha giong. Anh rut dién thoai ra goi cho
Schneider, hoi xem Jeff Toomes c6 dang lam viéc khong.
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Toomes dang & trong khach san. Mwoi phit sau cau ta dén, phang phat
mui bim bim hanh. Lucas cho cau ta xem cac btrc anh.

“T6i khong nghi vay,” cudi cung cau ta no6i. “Céac birc anh nay khong
6 lam, tuy nhién t6i chang nhan ra dugc ai ca.”

KHI LUCAS tién cdu ta ra ctta, Toomes quay nguoi lai néi, “Dé t6i cho anh
xem mot thi”.

Cau ta quay ngoat vao nha tam, noi cai hop khan gidy dang nam trén
bon rira. Cau ta rut ra mot chiéc, xé ra mot manh c@ 1/4, phan con lai xa
xuong bon cau, 1ay géc nhé cia manh khan cham vao dau luGi dé lam am,
vo tron thanh mot vién dan gidy nho, r6i an manh vao 16 mat than trén ctra.

“Cac mat than nay nhin dwgc cd hai chiéu,” ciu ta néi. “Cé mot thang
bénh hoan thich lang thang quay 1én cac phu ni* noi tiéng, cé thdi quen
khong mac quan ao di lung tung trong phong. Han sé quay phim qua 16 mat
than nay. To6i nghi anh c6 thé mua cap thau kinh dac biét chi nham cho muc
dich nay, cé ban trén Internet. Trit phi anh muon tan dung co hoi ai dé
ngam minh, bang khong hay dung vién dan gidy nay nhé.”

“Toi sé lam thé,” Lucas dap. “Cau c6 vé thao mdy cai mén an ninh
khach san nay nhi?”

“Vang,” Toomes noi. “Cé nhiéu chuyén la lung xdy ra trong khach san
lam. Rat thu vi.”

CAU TA PI ROI, Lucas goi cho Forte. “T6i can anh tim hiéu moi thit c6
thé vé James Harold Ritter. Anh c6 thong tin bang lai ctia ga r6i nén chac sé
don gian th6i. Khong mot thong tin nao la nhé nhat hét.”

“T6i dang hop. Cho t6i hai tiéng.”

“Pugc. Toi sé lam mot vong quanh nha ga dé xem c6 tim dugc gi
khong,” Lucas noi.
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“Binh tinh nhé, anh ban.”

Nhung anh khong di ngay lap tirc. Thay vao do anh goi cho Smalls va
noi, “Ngai co thué mot nguoi phu nit don dep ¢ cabin. Janet Walker...”.

“Pung, ba ta m& mét dich vu cham séc nha ctra cho cac cha dat vang
nha.”

“T61 can so dién thoai cua ba ta,” Lucas noi.

Mat mot ldac Smalls méi quay lai véi so dién thoai. “La so di dong; ba
ay thuwong tra 161 ngay day.”

Pung vay that. Lucas ty gigi thiéu, ro6i héi, “Ba c6 truy cap Internet
duwoc khong?”.

Ba ta dap, “Toi song tai West Virginia, chi c6 phdi trén mat trang
dau”.

“Tuyét. Ngay bay gio dugc khong?”

“Toi dang @ ngoai san. Phai di bo vao trong nha.”

“T6i sé giri cho ba tdm hoac mudi tdm anh. Goi lai cho t6i néu ai day
trong sO nay giong nhitng ké lai chiéc F-250 ma ba da thay.”

Toan b6 qua trinh tim hiéu cac tdm anh chi mit nam phut. Lucas gt
muoi tdm va sau khi xem xét, Walker tra 10i, “Tam anh thi ba - trong giong
tén tai xé. Toi khong chac minh c6 thé thé chinh 1a han hay khong, néu nhw
phai ra toa, nhung tréng giong han lam”.

“Cam on ba,” Lucas noi. “Néu c6 thé mong ba gitt kin chuyén nay

2

nhé.

JAMES HAROLD RITTER.

Lucas c6 dén ba dau hiéu dan dén Ritter: an twgng cta anh vé guong
mat ctia ké tan cong tién pho; két qua nhan dang ctia Walker; va sy that ga
s& hitu mot chiéc F-250 den. C6 thé la trung hgp, nhung Lucas cam thay
minh dang di ding huéng, rang Ritter chinh la ké anh can tim.
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Giong hau hét nhitng ngudi Lucas dang c6 gang tim kiém, Ritter song
bén kia song Potomac tai Virginia, héa ra lai la khu chung cw ngan nap cach
noi cac bién s6 F-250 bi danh cap khong xa. Khu nay thiét ké cac khong
gian do xe c6 mai che riéng phia sau toa nha. Cho du bang lai cua Ritter
khong ghi s6 can hg, nhing Lucas van nhén ra chiéc Ford mau den, c6
danh s6 can ho lién ké; r6 rang s6 can hd nay c6 bao gom cho trong bén
canh chiéc ban tai.

Lucas do xe trong khu danh cho khach r6i buéc dén gan chiéc F-250.
Trong cai néng ban trira va xung quanh chang c6 ai, anh buwdc vao bai do co
mai che dé xem xét n6 gan hon.

Smalls titng n6i swon ghé hanh khach trén xe cia ké tdn cong da
huych manh vao chiéc Cadillac cua 6ng ta. Khi Lucas ngoi x6m sau gam xe
ban tai, anh nghi rang minh cé thé trong thay vét bién dang rat kho nhin
trén tam kim loai cia xe tai. Anh vong ra ghé tai xé kiém tra doi chiéu, r6i
quay lai ghé hanh khach, vét bién dang - chang vét nao dé thay bang vét
16m hay vét rach - thdm chi con n6i bat hon nhiéu, nhw vét 16m 1/4 phan
trén dwong van kim loai.

Anh di doc suon xe 1én dau xe dé nhin, vét bién dang tuwong ty hién
1én rat r6, trén nap cao su chong bui cia dén pha phia treéc c6 mot vét niret
nho bén tay phdi. Anh dom vao ctta kinh ché ghé hanh khach, nhung chang
thdy gi trén cac ghé ngbi. Anh kéo &o 1én, boc quanh ban tay réi thit mé ca
bon ctra. Tt ca déu khéa.

Chiéc xe nay méi duwgc riva sach sé, Lucas nghi, khi cuén ban tay
trong vat ao lwét quanh than xe: hoan toan khong con mat hat bui, tham chi
ngay ca giam dinh vién ky cuwu cling sé béi réi khi mang né dén West
Virginia. Dau vay chiéc xe tai nay c6 lién quan dén vu va cham bat thuong:
anh khong dam chac minh da tim diang chiéc xe hat vang xe ctia Smalls va
Whitehead, nhung anh da tim thdy mdt ng ct vién vitng chac. Chitng
minh duwoc né lai 1a mot van dé khé khan hon rat nhiéu.

Va cham du manh dé hit vang mot trong hai xe lao xuéng vuc, tuy
nhién ca hai xe gan nhu khong bi thiét hai ndng la sao? Anh bat dau suy
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nghi...

Y nghi dau tién: Chuyén gi xay ra néu Ritter cliing dong bon ty ché
mot lwdi mat cdo lam bang cac than cady mdi chat, sau dé gan vao swon xe
tai? Chac han ching phai 16t dém phia dudi cac than cay dé ngan ngtra thiét
hai, nhung ching han sé mudén dung gé nguyén liéu dé hic vao chiéc
Cadillac.

Nhu thé sé don gian. Khi con trong déi Huéng dao sinh, nhom cta
Lucas titng dong may cai be bang go thira va day thirng xud6i dong song
Rum. Gan vao mot bén swon xe tdi, may cai be sé la 16p bao vé xe rat t6t
trréc va cham, chwa ké chiéu nay con giip loai bo chitng ct go tiép xic
v6i kim loai.

Nhung ké nao sé nghi ra chiéu nay?

Lucas cho rang, moi nguwdi sé luén nghi ra nhitng cach giét ngudi sao
cho khong thé bi phat hién. Dan chuyén nghiép ciing phai d6i mat thach
thitc nay: hat mot chiéc xe lao xudng virc ma khong cé bat ky tiép xic nao
gitta kim loai vdi kim loai. Pitng trdc van dé nan giai nay, han ai ciing sé
nghi dén y twéng lwdi mat cdo bang than cay.

LUCAS QUAY VE chiéc Evoque, khai dong may, bat diéu hoa 1én mitc
cao nhat roi goi cho Carl Armstrong, nha diéu tra tai nan West Virginia.

“Co thé t6i da tim dwoc chiéc F-250 dé r6i,” anh noi khi Armstrong
nhan cudc goi. Anh mo ta diéu kién xe r6i hdi, “Anh c6 thé thay da c6 va
cham nao do6, nhung vi xe da dugc rira sach... liéu con cé thé tim dugc gi
khong?”

“Néu chitng minh dugc da c6 va cham, chiing t6i c6 thé tham van han
chuyén nay xay ra khi nao va tai sao thiét hai nay rong nhung lai kho nhin
dén thé, rang han c6 trinh bdo vu tai nan hay khong. Kiéu thiét hai nay
khong pho bién dau - thye ra tinh huéng nay t6i chwa gap bao gio. Kho giai
thich lam.”
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Lucas ké cho Armstrong nghe y twéng lwdi mat cdo bang than cay,
mot ldc sau anh ta dap, “Co vé khong thue té 1am. Néu khéng mudn néi
la... ngé ngan”.

“Toi sé giai thich anh nghe,” Lucas néi. “Anh c6 cho rang y twéng cua
toi du strc gay ra kiéu thiét hai t6i tirng thay khong?”

“Cha...” - Lucas c6 thé hinh dung Armstrong dang gai dau - “t6i nghi
la c6 thé. Néu swon xe phia sau c6 16t dém. Cé thé thit gi d6 giong nhu tam
dém cao su dua citng cap thi sé 6n. Bgi c6 bang chitng phap y vitng chac
da... chit nghe phi thyc té lam. Ly do thi day, moi tht ma anh nhin thay
dang chay quanh mién dong West Virginia cling dang chay quanh Virginia.
Pai loai nhw phan hoa ay.”

“Pugc roi. Gio téi chd muon lién quan nita, nhung téi goi anh vi muén
tim hiéu mot goc nhin chuyén nghiép, sau khi chiing ta ra hién trweong diéu

»

tra.

“Rat san long,” Armstrong noi.

LUCAS BUOC t6i mit tién khu chung cw, dén truée canh cira ra vao bang
kinh, héa ra lai 1a canh thi nhat trong hai ctta. Anh c6 thé vao qua ctra kinh
bén ngoai, nhung ctra bén trong lai khéa. Trén twong cé lap dién thoai, vGi
mot tdm bién in chit dam viét ring: “QUAY SO 1 + SO CAN HO,” va bén
dwéi, khong in dam, viét rang, “Quay s6 1+00 goi van phong quan ly.” Mot
chiéc camera an ninh hinh vom trén tran nha giam sat ctta ra vao va cho dat
dién thoai.

Anh quay s6 goi van phong, ty gi6i thiéu véi nguwdi phu nit trd 16i
cudc goi. “To6i sé dé anh vao. Ré trai & khiic ngoat dau tién roi di thang
xuong cudi sanh. Phong chiing t6i & cudi day bén trai.”

Ba ta an nit cho anh vao. Pang sau canh cira la mot buong thw khép
kin, vGi cac hop the nam bén ngoai danh cho ngwdi ¢ trong khu chung cu,
va mot khu vuc khép kin phia sau cho phép nhan vién buwu chinh bo thu vao
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khe hé duwéi day hom thv ma khong can chia khéa m@. Khong c6 may quay
nao giam sat ctra buéng thu.

Lucas kiém tra canh ctra: da khoa, tuy nhién 6 khoa rat 16ng l1éo, canh
ctra rung dung dung trong khung. Anh tiép tuc di vao toa nha, dau tién di
sang bén trdi, xudng cudi sanh réi bwdc vao van phong, noi mot phu ni
dang ngoi tai ban lam viéc phia sau quay. Roi mat khoi man hinh may tinh,
ba ta hoi, “Cé chuyeén gi vay?”.

Trinh thé va phu hiéu cho ba ta xem, Lucas noéi, “T6i la canh sat Tw
phap My. Ching t6i dang c6 gang lién hé v&i Thomas D. Pope, ngudi dang
song & day”.

Té vé boi roi, ba ta dap, “T6i biét tat cd moi ngudi song ¢ day. Chang
6 ai tén la Thomas Pope hét”.

Lucas noi, “Ha? Ba c6 chac khong?”.

“Chac nhv dinh déng cot,” ba ta néi. “Anh c6 chac minh nhé ding tén
khong day?”

Lucas gai dau. “T6i nhd ding tén ma, nhung c6 vé nhu sai tda nha...
Toi dang do theo miéu ta nén khong co dia chi chinh xac.”

“Anh can mot dia chi,” ba ta ndi. “Quanh day c6 gan mot triéu toa
chung cw. Toa nay dep ddy, khong cé nhiéu toa nha giong vay dau.”

Lucas xoa xoa mili. “T6i dodn chac phai dung bién phap citng ran.
Kiém dugc dia chi chinh xac khong dé nhw ngudi ta twong dau, vi cha nay
di chuyén lién tuc.”

“Udc gi toi gitp dugc anh...”

“Khong phai 16i cua ba ma... Chiic mot ngay t6t lanh.”

LUCAS QUAY RA 16i vao chinh, nhwng thay vi di ra ngoai anh di thang
bo 1én tang hai. Cac tién sdnh toa ra theo hai huéng bat dau tir dau cau
thang, mot huéng tham mau do tham, mot hwdng thdm mau xanh. Tién
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sanh vang tanh; khu phitc hgp nay chi danh cho dan ban gidy, nhitng nguoi
cu trd trong nay déu dang lam viéc. Néu anh muon dot nhap vao can ho cua
Ritter, chang c6 nhiéu ngwoi lang vang xung quanh, va anh khong thay
chiéc camera an ninh nao hét. Anh xuéng cau thang tién thang tdi 16i ra.

Tai bubng thw, anh trong chirng nguwdi di ra di vao, tay nam chat nam
ddm ctra, gang hét sitc ti ngwdi vao ctra, day né dich sang bén vé phia cac
ban l¢é, thém mot cd huych vai nita thi canh ctra bat mé. Tat ca day hom thw
duwgce phan theo tén va s6 can ho. Lucas xem qua hét mot lwgt, tim thay
hom thw ctia Ritter. Nita ta thw dang nam trong hom, anh nhanh chéng lat
qua trong khi van dé y nghe tiéng budc chan bén ngoai. Ba thw quang cao,
mot hoa don tién dién va mot ban sao ké ngan hang.

Anh bo ban sao ké ngan hang vao tdi 4o khoac, dé lai xdp thw vé cho
cli. O khéa trén canh ctta c6 chét quay & bén trong, anh mé chét, budc ra
ngoai, ddy canh ctta dong chat sau lwng. C6 thé nhan vién buwu chinh sé
nghi rang minh quén khda ctta.

Anh budc ra ngoai, s cang thang tan bién duwgi anh mat trgi. Trom
thw, mot trong toi lién bang, néu bi phat hién, nhuwng chuyén dé sé khong
xay ra.

Anh hy vong thé.

ANH LAI BUOC vong quanh tda nha. Hoi néng béc 1én ngdt ngat, du anh
m&i chi xa chiéc Evoque c6 vai phit, trong xe da néng nhw mot cai 10. Anh
khéi dong xe, ditng bén ngoai mdt lic, cdi 4o khoac trong khi diéu hoa
khong khi bat dau chay. Anh lan tdi 4o 1ay ban sao ké ngan hang cua Ritter
ra.

Baén sao ké gom cac khoan thanh toan dinh ky cho mwéi 1am hoac hai
muoi nha cung cap khac nhau - gas, dién, nwdc, truyén hinh cép, Visa va
Amex. Khoan tién sap nhan dugc tha vi hon nhiéu. Anh thay c6 vé day la
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nhitng khoan lwong hang tuan do mot cong ty c6 tén Flamma Consultants
chi tra.

Anh nhét 14 thw vao tdi quan bén héng: vé dén khach san anh sé xé thw
r6i x4 duédi bon cau.

KHI QUAY VE qua song Potomac, anh nhan dwgc cudc goi cua Rae
Givens. “Chung t6i da n6i chuyén véi anh chang Forte ctia anh roi, va ngay
bay gid ching t6i dang trén duong xudng New Orleans. Ching toi sé bay
thang vé D.C. Anh ay da dat phong cho ching t6i tai khach san Watergate.
T6i néi: “Anh dang dua day a?’ va anh ta dap, 'Khong, sao toi lai dua chi?'.
T6i no6i: 'Pugc roi'... Thé nén t6i nay hen gap anh tai do.”

Mot cudc goi nita cia chinh Forte, kém thém thong tin vé Ritter.
“Khong c6 nhiéu théng tin vé han trong cac ho so; ching t6i khéng dugc
phép xem cac t& khai thué thu nhap ctia han, nhung da xem qua cac hé so
quan sv va ho chiéu. Han c6 ba lan lam nhiém vu tai Iraq va dugc danh gia
tich circ. Han nhan duwgc viéc lam trong lwc lwong Delta, ¢6 vé han phuc vu
¢ day su6t doi. Thay vi tiép tuc tham gia lan thi¢ ba, han t* bo. HO chiéu
cho thdy han tirng t6i Iraq, Kuwait, Afghanistan va Pakistan, trong phan 16n
thoi gian ké tir d6.”

“Mot thang cha hiéu biét nhiéu. Khé choi day.”

“U... Anh biét thém dugc gi khong?”

“Co. Toi sé quay vé khach san viét hét ra, nhung vé co ban vu dam xe
ctia Smalls khong phai 1a tai nan. Ma la m0t am muu am sat va giét nguoi,
Ritter c6 tham gia vu nay. Xe cua han dwogc siv dung dé hat vang xe cua
Smalls va Whitehead.”

“Lucas, anh phai chac chan day,” Forte noi. “Chuyén nhay cam nay
khong dua dugc dau.”

“Gi0 thi t6i chac roi, nhung khong thé chitng minh dwoc. Gitra toi va
anh thoi nhé, ching ta phai tim ra t* day minh nén di dau. Suy nghi di.”
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“Viét hét ra di, chi tiét vao, dirng bé 16 diéu gi. Néu ching ngwi thay
anh dang bam dudi, co6 thé ching khong c6 gang dap anh lan nita. Lan tdi
ching c6 thé mang sung theo day.”

“Bob va Rae...”

“La mdt y hay, nhung cé thé khong du. T6i can biét moi diéu anh biét,
phong trieong hgp anh gap rac roi.”

Chang han nhu bi ban, Lucas nghi, mim cwdi véi chinh minh. “T6i sé
gtti email cho anh, Russell. Cudi gio chiéu nay nhé.”

TAI KHACH SAN, Lucas ghi chép mot chut sau do xé vun ban sao ké
ngan hang cta Ritter r6i xa xudng bon cau. Xong viéc anh da vang giay
sang bén, budng minh xudng giwong, rut dién thoai dung mot 1an ra goi cho
mot nguwoi ban ¢ St. Paul tén la Kidd, mot hoa si va la chuyén gia dit liéu
may tinh. Lucas tin rang vg Kidd la ni tac trom do trang sitc, nhwng do lai
la mot cau chuyén khac.

Kidd nhan cudc goi. Lucas tv gidi thidu - “Oi 6i. Dién thoai ding mot
lan co a?” - roi hoi anh ta vé héi tir thién yéu thich.

“Ngoai t6i ra 4y ha? Vién Nghé thuat Minneapolis. Weather ding la
manh thwong quan & do day, toi hiéu ma,” Kidd dap.

“T6i sé quyén mot nghin d6 cho hoc vién néu anh cé thé dao x6i chuit
thong tin trén Internet va huéng dan cho toi biét phai lam thé nao,” Lucas
noi.

“Tat ca chuyén nay la sao? Dén noi anh phai diung dén loai dién thoai
nay dé hai t6i?”

“Vé mot vu giét nguoi va am muwu am sat...”

Kidd ttrng gitdp Lucas trong cudc diéu tra ban dau vé Taryn Grant.
Giong Lucas, anh ta tin rang Grant la ké sat nhan va rang mu ta kiém dugc
ghé trong Thugng vién bang manh khoée chinh tri diy nham hiém. Lucas
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giai thich vé vu tai nan, nhitng gi anh tim hiéu duwgc vé Ritter, ké cho anh ta
nghe ca vé Jack Parrish va Heracles.

“Toi rat kho giai thich lam sao t6i tim ra moi lién két gitta Ritter va
Flamma,” Lucas n6i. “T6i can phai lan ra né trén mang. Cau biét day, nhw
kiéu t6i muon tim hiéu vé cai gi d6 va nd hién ra. T6i can tim ra no that
nhanh.”

Kidd néi anh ta sé bat dau tim. “Toi thich dugc thdy anh tom Grant.
Mu ta diang la ké sat nhan phat xit, nhwng va cang ddy,” anh ta ndi.

Tt am thanh nén, Lucas nghe thay tiéng vg Kidd, Lauren quat lén,
“Nay! Em van dang ditng & day nha”.

“Goi cho t6i vao sb nay,” Lucas néi. “Dtng goi vao may chinh. T6i s¢
bi nghe 1én.”

“Anh nén thé,” Kidd dap. “Cho t6i vai tiéng nhé.”

LUCAS MAT MOT TIENG dé tong hop moi thit thanh mot email gtti cho
Forte, gidi thich anh da lam thé nao dé truy ra Ritter, bé qua phan an trom
ban sao ké ngan hang. Anh lvu lai thw dién tr trong laptop nhung chwa guri
di. Anh quay vao giwvdong, nham mat lai va suy nghi vé vu an. Cho dén gio
anh chang biét gi vé Grant hodc Parrish. Ching la nhitng ké anh can phai
nam duwgc. Néu anh tom c6 dugce Ritter vi giét Whitehead, anh cé thé ban
bac vGi canh sat West Virginia xem xét khdi t6. Vién canh séng trong nha
tu West Virginia sé la dong co manh mé khién han mu6n néi chuyén veé
Grant va Parrish.

Tat nhién, Ritter c6 thé la mot trong nhitng ké khac ky cttng dau kiéu
ngao khong thém néi chuyén, va han sé la tén dau tién vao tu.

KIDD GOI LAL
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“Anh n6i minh da biét vé Heracles. Néu anh xem cac tai liéu sap nhap
ctia cong ty - toi sé giti cho anh mot dwong lién két - anh sé thdy danh sach
cac thanh vién cao cdp. Néu anh tra citu vé nhitng nguwdi nay anh sé thay
rang ho cfing la nhan vién cua hai cong ty khac nita, Flamma Consultants
va Inter-Core Ballistics Products.”

“Cho da... C6 mai lién két truc tiép gitta Heracles, Flamma va Inter-
Core a?”

“Khong han la tryc ti€p, nhung ding, tit ca dugc diéu hanh bdi nhitng
nguoi giong nhau.”

“Kidd... chuyén nay nghiém trong r6i. T6i quyén thém mudi do nita
cho bao tang.”

“Cam on nhiéy, anh ban. A ma néu anh tra citu Flamma Consultants,
anh sé thdy mot bai bao tryc tuyén duwgce dang trén t& Combat Tech Review
so thang Chin nam ngodi, c6 tya dé 'Cac vii cong Cancan'. Trong thé gidi
sung dan, cac bd triét tiéng on - 6ng giam thanh - dugc goi 1a nhitng vii
diéu cancan. Trong bai bao do, anh sé thdy mot bitc dnh chup Ritter va hai
nguoi khac, tat ca déu nai nit gon gang, dang kiém tra cac 6ng giam thanh
cho sting c& nong 16n tai mot tredng ban ¢ Virginia... Ritter deo thé nhan
vién ctia Flamma. D6 1a cach anh lién két chiing lai v6i nhau.”

“Tuyét voi,” Lucas néi. “T6i ng cau day.”

“Anh ng béo tang thi ding hon. Mot nghin 1é mudi do. A ma ban dau
Flamma la mot vo si gidc dau La Ma ndi tiéng, thich hgp vGi toan bo
Heracles kinh dién ma chiing ta da biét. T6i khuyén anh nén xem bai bao
dé. Ritter dang thit nghiém 6ng gidm thanh cho sing ban tia M2010, n6
twong tw khau Winchester Magnum c& nong 300 c6 tam ban hiéu qua trong
vong hon mot ngan mét. No6i cach khac, ching c6 thé ban tring lung anh tw
khodng cach hon nita ddm day.”

“Cam on vi chi dan,” Lucas noéi. “T6i sé tron dwdi gam givong. Nghe
nay, cai cong ty Inter-Core Ballistics nay... Toi da gap go mot luat sw &
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ngoai nay, ba ta ké to6i nghe mot cau chuyén thu vi vé géi thau ¢ Lau Nam
Géc.”

Khi mo ta cudc gap go véi Ingram, Lucas cung ltic kiém tra lai cac ghi
chép: “Than chua cua ba ta la Malone Materials. Néu cau c6 thé kiém tra va
biét dwgc gi do vé vu kién dac biét nay...”

“T6i rat ghét chuyén nay. Bao nhiéu nguwoi tot phai chét vi no,” Kidd
néi. Lucas biét Kidd tirng phuc vu trong mot don vi quan doi hoi con thanh
nién. “T6i sé gwi lai cho anh - t6i cé thong tin m& rong vé Lau Nam Goc.
Anh t6t nhat nén tron duéi givong di.”

Thay vi lam theo 10i khuyén cta Kidd, Lucas m¢& doan van ban dinh
gtti cho Forte, b6 sung thém chut thong tin vé Flamma, ma anh tw cho minh
la nguwdi tim kiém no tién Internet, roi nhan nut gui.

GRANT VA PARRISH: dén ldc t6i thim chuing r6i.

Anh mac 4o vao roi budc ra ngoai, danh ca bu6i chiéu tim kiém nha
cta chung, ma khong xa lam, & Georgetown.

Grant c6 mot t dinh hoan toan xitng dang cho mot ti phu sinh séng,
trong khi Parrish song trong mét can nha pho. Lucas rit ra chiéc iPad va
nhap vao dia chi ctia Parrish: n6 hién ra trén trang Zillow, cho thdy ba nam
tredc can nha da dugc dem ban véi gia gan mot triéu rudi do. Gom c6 ba
phong ngu, ba phong tam, “gan v&i khu mua sam M Street”.

Khéng t6i v6i mét thang cha chwa tirng lam viéc cho bat ky co quan
nao, ngoai chinh phu lién bang va c6 thé c6 hai, ba nam kinh doanh riéng,
Lucas nghi. Sé rat tha vi khi tim hiéu xem han cé tai san thé chidp hay
khong, va néu c6 thi 16n chirng nao.

Trong khi do...

Anh lai xe dén phd M dé xem day c6 phdi la pho 16n khong - va ding
that. N6 giong nhw dai 10 Madison gap g& Greenwich Village, pha tron cac
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ctra hiéu thoi trang sanh diéu véi nhiéu tiém hamburger, cac quan bar va
cac ctta hang xe dap nham vao thé hé Y.

Anh an mot chiéc hamburger kha ngon, uéng hai lon Coke an kiéng,
ngam cac phu nit Washington di lw6t qua, gan nhv ai cling déu dang goi
dién thoai di dong. Anh hoi ngwoi phuc vu ch6é mua sach. Anh ta khong
biét, nhung mot nguwdi phu nit da nghe 16m dwgc cudc tréo chuyén nén bao
anh c6 mot hiéu sach cii cach dé ba con phé.

Anh mat ntra gio dong ho lwgn 16 & dd, tim thay mot cudn tiéu thuyét
bia citng ctia Carl Hiaasen, Skinny Dip, cé gia 5,98 do, anh mua sach ré6i
quay vé khach san.

ANH BO chiéc dién thoai diing mot 1an vao trong két an toan. Khi kiém tra
anh thdy mét cudc goi cua Kidd hai mwoi phit trede. Anh goi lai, Kidd noi,
“Pugc roi, né ding la té nhw anh nghi. T6i c6 vai cach kiém tra thong tin
cho anh day... ma hau hét moi ngwoi sé khéng thé st dung dwoc. Thong tin
nay la cong khai, n6 ¢ ngoai kia, thé nén t6i da ra qua ra lai rat nhiéu.”

“T6i khong hiéu y cau,” Lucas dap.

“Ttc la sau khi anh tim thdy thong tin nao dd, sau khi anh biét minh
dang tim cai gi, thong thuong anh c6 thé tim ra cach dé ti€p can thong tin.
MGt thit ma it nhat theo nhw ly thuyét anh sé tiép can duge. Chang han, néu
anh biét rang mot cong ty da lam chuyén X nay, anh cé thé tim thdy cac
lién két dan dén X, nhw muc th chin tram trén trang Google. Chang c6 ai
tim né & do - sé rat 1au. Nhung néu anh biét n6 & dé va anh cé nhitng tw
khoéa tim kiém cu thé...”

“Hiéu roi,” Lucas noi. “Vay thi cai muc thit chin tram trong danh sach
la gi?”

“Nhitng ké diéu hanh Heracles va Flamma da sang lap nén Inter-Core
Ballistics sau khi quan doi bat dau tim kiém céac nha thau giap vi trang. Khi
thang thau, ho trd tién cho mot cong ty khac dwdi Florida, Bishop
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Composites, dé san xuat b giap. Inter-Core la nhan vat trung gian trong
thwong vu. Khi t6i tra citu Bishop, thi hda ra san pham cta ho da khéng qua
dwgc cac thir nghiém chong manh bom truéc dé. Ho da tai ché san pham
thong qua Inter-Core va lan nay, ho viegt qua cudc thit nghiém.”

“Van la bo giap ddy hay da thay m&i?”

“Theo nhitng gi t6i c6 thé biét dugc thi cé vé la twong tw nhau. Dé t6i
nhan manh thém mét chit: ching gidéng nhau. Sau khi khong qua duwgc
cudc thtr nghiém dau tién, ho bi ton qua nhiéu tdm kim loai, thé nén ho
nhuong cho Inter-Core véi mitc gia ré nhuw cho. Bishop mong doi sé ban
duwgc khodng ba muwoi nham triéu tdm gidp, thong qua bao cao tai chinh cua
ho, c6 vé nhu Inter-Core da huwong 20% tur khodn doanh thu do.”

“Hai mwoi phan tram? Hudng bdy triéu do ma chang phai lam gi a?”

“Khong phai 1a chang lam gi dau: Inter-Core da phai thuvong lwgng lai
vu nay.”

“Noi cho toi cach tim di,” Lucas noi.

KIDD LAM THEO, vdéi nhitng chi dan ro rang nén tim kiém mot cach hgp
phap & dau va nhu thé nao. Lucas hiéu hét phan 16n nhitng gi anh tim thay,
mac du phai can dén mot ké toan vién diéu tra dé c6 thé xau chuoi tat ca lai
v6i nhau. Anh suy nghi vé chuyén nay roi goi cho Gladys Ingram.

“Canh sat Davenport,” ba ta néi. “Rat vui dugc nghe tin tir cdu. Cudc
diéu tra thé nao r6i?”

“Sau khi ba ké cho t6i vé vu kién Malone Materials, t6i da tim kiém
cac thong tin vé Inter-Core Ballistics, t0i thdy né c6 lién quan dén cudc
diéu tra cda toi. T6i mudn chuyén cho ba may lién két trén may tinh. C6 thé
ba c6 cac nguon tin tot hon t6i, thé nén toi nghi... ba c6 thé xem qua, va néu
thdy bat ky diéu gi thu vi ba c6 thé chuyén lai cho t6i.”

“Chac chan ro6i. Chuing t6i van dai dién cho Malone, va t6i c6 mot tay
trong, nguwoi dé sinh ra da lam quen v&i may tinh r6i... Anh da tim dugc
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gi?”

Lucas gtti cho ba ta nhitng phat hién quan trong ctua Kidd - ty ba ta sé
di tim phan con lai, hodc tay trong ctia ba ta sé lam. Tiép theo, Lucas hy
vong thong tin sé chdy tir ba ta vé phia anh thay vi ngugc lai.

Khi nhan dugc cac ghi chép cta Lucas, Ingram néi, “T6i an twgng day.
T6i da hiéu tai sao anh kiém duwgc tién trén Internet roi”.

“A vang, cling khong khé 1&m ma,” Lucas khiém tén dap. “Néu c6
thém thdi gian, tdi nghi minh c6 thé tim dwgc nhidu hon nita... A ma gi lai
cho t6i nhé.”

“Puogc roi.”

“S6m nhé.”

N
‘(l I’”
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Quan gia dan Parrish vao trong nha Grant, bdo ga rang mu ta dang &
trong “phong lam viéc”: SCIF dwéi tang ham.

Grant dang ding sau ban lam viéc, n6i chuyén vao may dién thoai
ban. Mu gio cdy but chi vang 1én chi ghé cho ga ngoi.

Ga ngo6i xudng, trong khi mu ta néi chuyén véi ai do vé viéc phat trién
day chuyeén tng dung cho dién thoai di dong Samsung mdi - Parrish c6 cam
twong mu khong thanh that, nhwng ga thi biét cai gi - ga can nhac chuyén
no6i d6i mu ta vé no lirc tip sot Davenport.

Nhung ga quyét dinh sé khong lam thé.

Grant dang ndi, véi ai do, “Nghe nay, diéu t6i muon anh lam khong
phai la sao chép doan ma. T6i mudn anh xem xét nhitng gi doan ma ay tao
ra, sau do6 sadn xuat ra cai &ng dung chét tiét giong hét nhu thé, bang mot
doan ma khac va t6i mudn anh chuyén dich né thanh cai Zulu khi kho kia
gium t6i. C6 phdi bon Zulu chét dam ay ty viét tng dung khong? Thé thi
tim hiéu di. Mai goi lai cho t6i. T6i mudn nghe nhitng con s6”.

Grant dang mac do choang trang va bo vay trang dai dén mat ca chan,
cd hai déu c6 nhitng doan cat xé trong nhu ren, quyén rii hut mat nhin.
Parrish doan thit an bén trong hodc chang la gi ca hodc la quan tat cyc ky
hop tong voi nwdc da cua mu.

Du la gi thi cling chang anh hwéng dén ga nhiéu lam. Giéng nhw
Grant, ga thdy quyén lyc mdi la thit cdm d6 minh hon la tinh duc. Mot théa
thuan ngam gap nhau & Lau Nam Gdc, tai Toa nha van phong Thuong vién,

https://thuviensach.vn



v6i nhitng ngwdi nghiém tic con quyeén rii ga hon cd mot cap mong thom
nao dé. Cap mong cua bat ky ai.

Grant bé dién thoai vao gi, néi véi Parrish, “Y t6i 1a lay Chia, moi
chuyén con c6 thé khé khan dén dau nira?”.

“Co dang 6 lam cai gi thé?”

Mu do xét ga, xoay xoay cay but chi vang gitta cac ngon tay nhu cay
diia cta nhac treéng, muoi gidy sau mai tra 10i. “Co khoang mot ty ng
dung cho di dong ctia Samsung va iPhone. Phan 16n &ng dung déu dung
ngon ngit pho thong. Thé nén cau chon cac ng dung tot nhat sau dé viét lai
ma dé khong ai co thé kién cau toi an cap y twéng, hodc bat ky tdi danh nao
khac, roi chuyén né sang ngon ngir khac ngoai tifng Anh ma khong dung
tng dung do6. Gidng nhw Zulu. C6 dén mudi triéu nha phat ngén cho Zulu,
va toi do rang khoang 80% trong s6 nay dung di dong. Tam triéu di dong
nhan vGi hai d6 cho mdt ing dung, qua ngon - dac biét néu cau biét cach
viét mot dong ngon ngit khong pho thong cho tng dung twong tw nay, cho
tong cong mot ty nguwoi dung hodc hon, va néu viéc phat trién &ng dung ay
ton ctia cdu muoi nghin d6.”

Parrish can nhac chuyén nay, roi dap, “Co biét day, toi cé thé nho vai
nguoi c6 hitng thi mudn néi chuyén véi c6 vé chu dé nay. Vé cac ing dung
chuyén sau. T6i tw hoi c6 tng dung quan sw hay khong? C6 &ng dung chién
thuat khong? Téi ty hoi...”

Grant xua tay. “Thoi, thoéi, théi. Van dé la anh phai biét nghién ctru.
Ma nghién cttu thi ton tién. Cach lam cda chiing ta thé nay: trd cho thang
ngu nao day nam ngan dé dé viét lai ma ng dung, roi tra cho tay gido sw
ngon ngt dai hoc nao d6 thém hai nghin do nita dé chuyén ngit. Khai
nghién cttu. Néu né da la mot wng dung quen thudc str dung mudi lam ngdén
nglt pho thong, thi viéc nghién cttu thi trvong chang dén lwgt ching ta.”

“T6i sé theo sat ké hoach nay,” Parrish néi.

'“Y hay.” Pang ditng dim chan sau ban lam viéc, mu dirng lai. “Ma
chuyén gi thé?”
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“Chung t6i dé xong y r6i. Chung t6i nhan ra y roi khoi Watergate, r6i
y bat taxi di vong veo khap noi dén mot tiém may, ¢ ly trong dé gan nira
tiéng dong ho,” Parrish dap. “Chuing t6i 1én ké hoach ha guc y, nhung khi
budc ra ngoai y nhan ra bon toi... nén bo chay. Y thét 1én goi nguoi ciu.
Jim bao t6i rang diéu d6 khién ching giat minh - 1€ ra y phai chién dau ra
tro ma&i phai. Tét ca ching t6i déu san sang cho viéc do.”

“Y bo chay a?”

“Pung. Ban séng ban chét. Moore co ti€p can va danh vao mat vy,
nhung y chan duwge va dam Moore mdt cd vao mat, tiép theo y chay xuong
pho la hét goi ctru vién.”

Cau chuyén nay khién Grant mim cwdi - du chi mot Idc - khi nu cwoi
bién mat, mu noi, “C6 hai sai lam. Anh cé chac minh da chon ding nguoi
khong? To6i c6 trong tay ding nguwdi minh can chwa?”

“Pung roi ma. Delta nay, SEAL nay - c6 khong thé kiém dwgc ai gioi
hon dau. Ho c6 thé ha guc bat ct thang nao. Nhung tén nay...”

“T6i da bao anh la y rat thong minh. Anh phai danh thoi gian nghién
cttu y trén mang chit,” Grant néi. “Y ciling rat bao lyc, va ai d6 han sé bi
giét néu anh dé xong y lan nita. T6i nghi dén ltic nén can nhac lai r6i.”

“Can nhac lai nhw thé nao?” Parrish hoi.

“Co 1é nén an minh. Mdc ké y di. Néu ching ta thdy y lang vang
quanh toi, chung ta sé bao cao viéc rinh mo 1én canh sat D.C. va S& Canh
sat Tw phap, dwa vao cudc diéu tra ctia y hoi @ Minnesota. Bép chét y tir
trong trng nuwac.”

“Chung ta c6 thé thit,” Parrish dap. “Dé mat dén y van c6 thé la mot y
hay.”

“Ctt viéc - nhung dirng c6 lam hong ddy. Néu anh dé mat y, c ké me
nd, dirng c6 chay loang quang nhuw may thang ngu nita, c ¢ yén day.”
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HO NGOI NHiN NHAU qua ban ctia Grant, Parrish néi, “Tat nhién, con
mot van dé khac”.

Mu gat dau. “Smalls.”

“Smalls va Whitehead. Néu Davenport tim ra dwgc gi vé vu nay -
ching ta dang n6i dén an mang - thi cach duy nhat la di tim cai xe tai, no sé
dan y dén Jim, r6i Jim sé dan y dén Flamma va Heracles, dé tir d6 lan ra toi,
tiép theo la c6. Néu Smalls don dwong cho y bang cach 1én Thugng vién
néi véi moi ngwoi rang c6 da co giét han... va sat hai ban han...”

“Lam gi c6 bang chitng nao,” Grant n6i. “Chang c6 cai bang ching
me nao ca.”

“Han khong can bang chitng, han khéng kién co ra toa an lién bang;
ma han dang c6 gang pha hoai nhitng kha nang cta c6. Ai biét dwgc khi c6
néi doi da lau, va da 16n tiéng, moi ngwdi sé bat dau tin c6?”

Xoay nhe cay but chi, Grant lam bam, “Davenport chét tiét. N6i cho
anh nghe mot chuyén: y khong xau trai, va y cling giau. T6i han sé di choi
vdi y néu y ngd 10i, mac ké tat ca rac r6i”.

“Tuyét. C6 thé co nén noi thé trén Thwong vién,” Parrish noi.

“Can than cai mom ddy,” Grant ngat 16i. Mu tiép tuc xoay but chi. “Co
thé nam im la mot cach hay - nhwng néu thay y sap c6 tién trién gi, ching ta
phai nhanh chéng loai bd. Hoac vinh vién hodc gi d6. Cho t6i biét trudec
néu cé bat ky hanh dong nao, t6i sé can bao céo chi tiét.”

“Néu ching ta khtry...”

“Phai, phai, phai, toi biét, moi canh sat trén thé gidi nay sé san lung
ching ta. Nhung khong phaéi tén cém nao cling nhue y. May tén cém khac
thi t6i x¥ Iy dwgc. Chi cé y la ké ma t6i khong rd.”

“Tén tay chan cua c6 day. Han la Jim Ritter,” Parrish ndi.

“Nhung y thong minh hon nhiéu. Me kiép, Parrish, y khién t6i lo lang,
trong khi t6i con bao nhiéu chuyén khac phai lo.”

“Chung toi sé gidi quyét y. Bang cach nao di nita.”
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PARRISH PI ROI, Grant tha buéc quanh SCIF. Cin phong véi nhitng bitc
twong bé tong mai khong trang tri, san va tran dugc thiét ké sao cho cé thé
1ap titc trong ro bat ky thay doi nao. Toan bo hé thong dwong day dién va
thong tin lién lac truyén trong 6ng inox chay qua mdt ta dién bang thép
trong nhw céi két ¢ tang mot. Néu ké nao d6 mudn nghe 1én nhitng gi mu
nai, treedce tién ching sé phai vo hiéu héa mét trong cac hé thong an ninh t6i
tan nhat ti'ng duwgc xay dyng ti tredc dén nay, tiép theo la phai xam nhap
hodc ta thép & tang mot hodc qua ctra tang ham bang thép, ma khong dugc
phép dé lai mot dau vét nao trén ca hai thit. Mu dugc biét rang, vé co ban,
diéu nay khong thé thwe hién n6i véi trinh do cong nghé hién gio.

Céch duy nhat ti€ép can mu la gai mot con rép may tinh vao cac hé
thong mdy tinh kép. Ca hai mdy tinh déu chita mot phan mém dwgc thiét ké
nham phat hién bat ky no lwc gai bo nao. Mdy tinh bado mat chi tiép nhan
cac tin nhan ma hoéa, dwgc nhap vao theo quy wéc bam phim da quy dinh,
tin nhan gwi di cling @ dang ma hdéa. Cac mdy tinh khac, tach biét v4i may
tinh bao mat, duwgc xem la khong bao dam va chi dugc st dung cho cac
muc dich thong tin lién lac thong thuong.

Ca hai may déu c6 cac tinh nang riéng: moi thit dén va di déu dugc
lru trong mot hop phan mém, noi Grant co6 thé kiém tra trwdc khi gii dén
cac may tinh khac. Bat ky ndi dung nao khong dugc xac nhan sé bi tiéu
huy.

Mu con hoang twdng dén nodi hiém khi st dung may tinh, rat can than
tat hét cac may va ngat nguon dién khi khong dung. Mot phit cham tré khi
khai dong nguon dién la qua du dé ra soat lai toan bo hé théng an ninh.

Mu thdy moi treong bé tong xam kin ddo ctia SCIF ¢6 1gi cho 6c tw
duy mot cach dang ngac nhién. Mu da suy nghi vé Davenport, vé Parrish,
vé George Claxson va bon tay chan Heracles va vé ca cai ghé tong thong.
Parrish va Claxson da tran an mu rang bon nay khong biét tén mu, khong
biét minh dang lam viéc gian tiép cho ai. Nhuwng mu khong tin. Néu ching
ngu dén noi khong hiéu noi - rét cudc, Parrish la si quan phu ta dn lwong
ctia mu - thi lam sao ching c6 thé lam viéc cho mu.
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Biét ro hay chi nghi ngo ciing dwoc, mién la ching khong cé bang
chirng.

CUOC PIEU TRA CUA DAVENPORT c6 kha ning bi chéch huéng vi
mot hanh dong don gidn: mu cé thé sa thai Parrish, hiy bo tat ca, doi cho
sau hodc muwoi ndm mai chay dua ghé tong thong.

Céac chuong trinh tin tic rat yéu mén mu - néng bong, ngé ngéao, hiéu
biét, luén tht san vai cau cham biém vé bat ky cha dé nao; ludn san sang
xem nhitng nha san xuat va phat thanh vién nhw cac nhan vat thyc sy co
anh huwéng trong xa hoi, diéu khién ho thich mé. Mu cé thé tiép tuc tham
gia cac chwong trinh truyén hinh cap va tiét 10 rang moéi ban tam chinh tri
duy nhét cua minh hién thoi la phuc vu nguwdi dan Minnesota, rang mu
khong phai 1a ttng ct vién cho ghé tong théng. Du sao cling khong phai bay
gio.

Rl bé Parrish, rii bo moi lién két véi Claxson va Heracles, tuyén bd
minh sé khong chay dua vao ghé téng thong, rii bo tat ca dong co tdn cong
Smalls, hay bat ky ai khac.

Mu suy nghi mot lat.

Nghi dén chuyén tin titc sé vang doi nhu thé nao, ngay ca khi doan
phim quay canh Tong thong dang dao bwdc gitta Nha Trang va chiéc truc
thang m@i chi la kha nang. Vé chuyén bao nhiéu ngudi sé dudi theo Tong
thong quanh san golf, vé chuyén cac phong vién quay phim chiéc phi co
chét tiét cia Tong thong ha canh. Bai vi, ban biét day, trong ay c6 Tong
thong dang ngoi.

Pén ngoi sao dién anh con chang c6 vinh dy do: nguodi ta xem tong
thong nhuw Caesar. Nhu Stalin. Nhw Chua.

Va dé la tht mu thém muén. Mu c6 thé cdm thdy no, ném duwoc vi
ngot cua no.
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Mui vi khi tré thanh nguwdi quan trong nhat, dang dwgc chiém ngudng
nhat trén hanh tinh nay.
Mu hang con rat tré, mu c6 thé doi...

Nhung mu khong mudn doi.

https://thuviensach.vn



10

Lam xong bao cdo, Lucas mé ti vi ngéi xem mot lic. Qua chin gio vai
phtt, ngoai ctra lai vang 1én tiéng gb - va lan nay la ctra phong anh. Thao
vién dan gidy khoi mat than, anh ngé ra ngoai va thady Rae dang dom lai
anh.

“Troi a...” Lucas rat vui dwgc thidy hai nguoi: Rae Givens, c6 gai da
den cao rdo, manh mai, tirng la cau tha béng ro tai trwong Pai hoc
Connecticut; cung dong doi ctia c6, Bob Matees, lun tit, titng 1a do vat hang
nang.

Rae mdc quan dai mau dé rong thung thinh dén no6i nhét dugc ca khau
Glock trén hong. Bob mac ao thun choi golf bén ngoai la ao khoac cotton
mau xanh, cling thung thinh phan hong va két hgp vdi quan kaki. RS rang
ho cling rat vui khi dwgc gap Lucas, Rae 6m cham lay anh, Bob v6 bom
bop vao lung anh, con Lucas 1ap titc kiém tra chéo may vét thuwong trén
chan Bob ngay khi dong ctra lai.

“Lanh hét roi. Thi thodng van dau, bac si bdo c6 kha nang ching sé
dau nhitc mot thoi gian, cé thé 1a mai mai,” Bob néi. “Nhwng chang khién
toi cham lai dugc dau.” Cau ta ding 1én ng6i xuong hai lan lién dé chitng
minh.

“Anh ay van chwa chay nhanh nhw chép dugce dau,” Rae noi.

“Phong ching t6i phia cudi hanh lang,” Bob néi, ldy lam kinh ngac.
“Chua t6i oi, Watergate co day. C6 xai dugc may cai minibar & day khong
thé?”

“C6 thé,” Lucas dap, pha 1én cuoi.
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Ngoai may tdi d6 dung ca nhan, moéi ngwdi bon ho déu mang theo mot
tii vai bat mau nau vang nhat nang né chat nich nao sing treong den, dan,
ao giap, mii bao hiém va tat ca nhitng gi can thiét dé pha ctra va bat git
mdy ké dao tau thich xa sting.

“Ké hét moi chuyén cho bon nay nghe di,” Rae néi, budbng minh
xuong givong.

Lucas bat dau néi vé Parrish va Grant, vé Heracles va Flamma, viéc
phat hién chiéc xe tai F-250, vu tdn cong trén pho, vé chuyén di tim nha cta
Parrish va Grant. “Giam sat chiing 24/24 la cuc ky khé khan. Chang c6 1d
tay sai la citu quan nhan bao vé xung quanh, khong c6 cho nao da kin dao
dé theo doi.”

Anh nhép hai dia chi Ién Google Earth dé ho c6 thé xem xét cac con
pho. “Tat ca déu da kiém tra hét roi, nhin t day chang c6 cho nao dé theo
doi ma khong bi 16.”

Ho ban bac chuyén nay mét ldc. Bob néi, “Anh biét ddy, t6i khong
nghi chiing ta sé tim hiéu dwgc gi nhiéu néu c bam riét theo Grant va
Parrish. Chuing ta can tim nhitng nguoi cé thé néi chuyén, tinh nguyén hodc
mién cwdng cling dugc. Co thé sé t6t hon nhiéu néu tim duwgc ai quen lam
mdy chuyén xau, c6 thé san sang thwong lwgng, sau dé bat gilt ching, ép
ching phun ra”.

Lucas can nhac chuyén nay, r6i gat dau. “Cau hiéu van dé ddy. Ching
da biét la t6i dang suc sao xung quanh, nhung chwa biét téi da lan ra cai xe
tai.”

“Cho dén gio l1a vay,” Rae ndi.

“Phai. C6 thé chung da dot nhap vao phong t6i, ching biét chac chan
rang toi dang & trong tiém may, nhwng toi khong hé cam thdy bi chiing theo
d6i.” Lucas budc quanh phong, gai gai dau roi noéi. “Moi thit con moéng
lung lam. T6i gan nhw chac chan rang Parrish c6 lién quan dén am muu giét
Smalls, nhung diéu do khong c6 nghia la gom cd Grant. Parrish cé thé
muon giét nguwdi vi nhitng ly do cda riéng han. Han mudn bam vay Grant vi
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mu ta la Thwgng nghi si va ngay nao dé c6 thé la tong thong. Mu ta c6 biét
chuyén sap dién ra khong? Néu biét, mu ta da pham t6i muwu sat...”

“Anh ké v6i chung t6i rang mu ta tirng pham t0i muwu sat. Hoi &
Minneapolis.”

“Pbung thé, nhung td6i khéng chitng minh dwgc,” Lucas néi. “T6i
khong mudn chuyén nay tai dién nita. Lan nay néu mu ta thyc sy nhiing tay
vao, toi mudn tom mu ta.”

Bob néi, “Dugc roi, mét trong nhitng viéc dau tién chiung ta lam la
khong noi chuyén kiéu nhu vay nita. Ching ta dang diéu tra, chit khong
phai vach ké hoach tra thu. Anh, Rae va t6i déu biét rang ching ta dang c6
tom mu ta, nhung cai do khong cé trong bao cdo. Chung ta dang xem xét
nhitng gi c6 thé la mot tdi 4c, mot vu muu sat, va doan xem? Tén Thugng
nghi si Grant bong nhién xuat hién, khién ching ta kinh ngac. Khong phai
ching ta dang c6 d6 tdi cho mu ta. Thadm chi con chwa ting nght t&i chuyén
day ludn”.

“Tat nhién la khéng,” Lucas néi. Quay sang Rae: “C0 vira néi cau ta
thong minh hon vé bé ngoai ha.”

“T6i con néi rang chuyén nay sé khong kho ma,” Rae dap.

BOB VA RAE di ding ky nhan phong, & phia cuéi hanh lang tinh ti* phong
Lucas, dé rira mat va dung phong tam. Mudi lam phtt sau ho quay lai, ban
thao dvong di nuéc budc.

Ho lo lang vé chiéc xe Ford, n6 la bang chitng then ch6t, nhwng van
chwa phai 1a bang chitng hiéu qua. Ho phai két hgp chiéc xe tai v6i bang
chitng khac néu muon thu duwgc két qua tredc mat boi tham doan, va phai
lam that nhanh.

Bob noi, “Van dé la néu Ritter 1ay xe ra va c6 tinh dam sam vao chiéc
xe nao do6 hoac lam xay sat mo cau, thi chac chan cé bang chitng. Néu han
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lam chuyén nay ding quy trinh, tham chi han sé chang phai mat tién - bao
hiém sé chi trd cho han”.

“Phai, toi biét, nhung chiing ta c6 thé lam gi day?” Lucas hai.

“Hay nh@ anh chang canh sat West Virginia dén 1ap ho so vé chiéc xe
ndy, lic Ritter khong c6 nha,” Rae goi y. “It nhét chiing ta ciing sé ghi chép
duwgc thém diéu gi do vé thiét hai, anh ta c6 chitc quyén va c6 thé lam
chirng.”

“Dé la mot y hay,” Lucas n6i. “Néu ching ta c6 thé lam thé & dau do
canh khu chung cu ctia han thi t6t qua. Ngay ca néu han khong cé nha, ai
ddy c6 thé trong thdy ching ta réi bao lai cho han biét.” Ca ba cung thao
luan nén lam nhu thé nao va ho sé quyét dinh vao ngay hom sau.

“Liéu co6 phai Smalls da kich dong Grant khong?” Rae hoi. “Anh noi
rang ong ay dang pha qudy mu ta. Chuyén gi xdy ra néu mot 16i tuyén bo
nao do6 cua Smalls cho thdy 6ng dy nghi rang mu ta c6 am muwu am sat
minh, nhung rét cude lai giét chét Whitehead?”

“Néu thé mu ta sé 1an vao bong t6i,” Lucas dap. “Mu ta c6 thé loai bd
bat ky ai, c6 thé ra 1énh tit ca phai bién mat. Ching ta phai khién mu ta lo
quan dit 1én, chay long téc gy va c6 gang chinh stra moi tht. Phai 16i dugc
m4dy thang nhoc ctia mu ra anh sang.”

Bob: “Toi khong nghi chung ta nén gay voi Parrish hoac Grant - gio
chua phai luc. Vi lgi ich cuaa ta thoi. Nghe nay, hién gio ching ta dang gay
chién v&i Thuong viéen My day. Néu vu nay cong khai, ching ta c6 thé mat
viéc.”

Lucas: “Nhwng mu ta bi tdm than, ching ta phai hiéu dugc mu ta...”

Bob gat dau. “Pung vay, nhung chiing ta phdi tiép can bang cach khac.
Ching ta dang bao vé Thugng vién co ma. Ké nao d6 da co gang triv khiw
Smalls ding khong. M6t am muu am sat. Ching ta phdi tim kiém bon sat
tha. Piéu d6 dan ching ta dén Ritter va Heracles, va Heracles dan ching ta
dén Parrish, va Parrish lam viéc cho Grant. Chuing ta trinh diéu nay 1én B0
tredng BoO Tw phap, cé thé FBI sé bat dén xanh cho ta...”

https://thuviensach.vn



Rae va Lucas nhin nhau. Lucas néi, “T4t nhién la cau ay ding”.
Rae gat dau. “Anh ay c6 thé ding, nhung lam thé ching ta sé dugc
gi?”

LUCAS THUAT LAI chuyén anh chia sé v&i Smalls gia thuyét vé viéc c6
thé dam chiéc Cadillac ma khong dé lai bat ky dau vét gi, ngoai nhitng vét
va cham véi dam cdy c6i. “Ching sé phai gan vao swon xe tai mot tdm lwgi
dan bang than cay, giong nhuw cai bé ctia d6i Hwdng dao sinh.”

Bob ndi, “Nhu vay...”.

“Chung ta biét Ritter song & day, trong khu Washington nay, va nhitng
ké dong 16a vGi han, mot tén nita dwgc thdy ngoi trong xe tai - khong can
biét 1a ai - c6 kha nang ciling séng & day, dang lam viéc cho Heracles. Sau
khi hat vang xe ctia Smalls, han ching sé muon vitt bo mdy than cay dé
khoi xe tdi cang sém cang tot. Cang it nguoi thay cang t6t. Toi da dé nghi
anh chang West Virginia kia no6i chuyén vGi cac canh sat trwong dia
phuong, nhd ho ¢t nguwdi tim kiém may cai than cay, nhung cé kha nang ho
sé chang wu tién viéc d6. Ching ta can khoi 1én vai dong Itra.”

Rae: “Anh nghi ching ta nén dao khap West Virgina dé tim may cai
than cay a?”

“Khong thi ngoai san sang bao vé, ching ta con viéc quai gi ma lam
nita?” Lucas héi. “Viéc ay cé hai céi 1gi: Néu ching dang theo doi toi va
biét ta dang lam gi, chiing sé c6 gang can thiép, va ta sé nham vao chung.
Néu ching khong theo doi, thi ta sé c6 co may tim dwgc may cai than cay.
Tiép theo néu mudn, ching ta c6 thé cong khai moi thit. Hodc néi chuyén
v6&i mdy nhan vat tai to mat 1én ¢ B6 Tw phap. Hodc lam gi d6 dé 16i Ritter
va dong bon cuia han ra anh sang.”

“Nhu thé nao?” Rae hoi.

“Pén day thi t6i chwa nghi ra,” Lucas dap.
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“Ma t6i thich doan ndéi chuyén vGi may 6ng tai to mat I6n ¢ B6 Tw
phap,” Bob néi, “cho ho biét t6i nghi gi vé tat ca moi chuyén”.

“D6 la mot y twdng rat hay,” Rae ndi. “Nhd nhac td6i khong nén
chudong mat ra do.”

Bob ngép dai, roi néi, “Sang mai kiém chd nao ban banh kép roi nghi
sau di. Banh kép, ca phé, va West Virginia, lay Chta t6i. O D.C. c6 banh
kép khong nhi?”.

“Chua tirng thay, nhung chac c6 day. Co6 1é ngay duwdi nha nay ciing
c0,” Lucas dap.

“Chung ta phai di sém. Trudc chin gio.”

Rae: “Ai d6 can ndi cho anh biét chin gid khong phai la sém... Ma t6i
tw héi ho c6 stip ngo khong thé?”

“Lay Chua, t6i kh6ng muon nhin ¢6 an stp ngé. Hodc dau bap dau. C
an banh kép théi,” Lucas dap.

“Banh qué,” Bob néi. “Mot mudng day bo kem. O D.C. c6 nudi bo
khong?”

“V&i bao nhiéu thit nho ban khap quanh day, anh con nghi sé thay li
bo sao?” Rae hoi.

“Sang mai no6i chuyén tiép nhé” Lucas néi.

TRUOC KHI BI NGU, Lucas vé 1ay chiéc iPad va tim c4c ban do Virginia
va West Virginia. Vi cac ngon nui trdi dai tr déng bac dén tdy nam, nén hau
hét cac con duong ciling thé. Cach nhanh nhat dé ra khéi khu vyc quanh
cabin ctia Smalls vé D.C. la ci¢ thang tién vé phia dong. Néu suy doan cta
ho vé may than cdy la ding, han ching sé dwgc vui xuéng mwong & hat
Hampshire, West Virginia, hay & cac hat Frederick hodac Shenandoah &
Virginia.
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Tuy nhién, bon sat nhan han sé khong muén di ngoai dwong véi may
stic g gan trén suwon xe...

Lucas quan sat khu vire bang anh vé tinh, ghi chi lai nhitng con duong
c6 thé quay vé xa 10 1-66 vao Washington. Tranh di qua nhitng thi trdn va
nhitng cho tac duong...

Anh mat mot gio dong ho dé xem dwong, tiép theo la tim cac email
lién lac cia ba canh sét tredng ¢ ba hat. Anh viét ba bitc thu dién t giti cho
ti'ng nguoi, gidi thich viéc anh mudn lam, dé nghi giip d& va cho ho biét
rang anh sé dén cung hai canh séat nita vao budi trva. Cudi cung gat hét cac
thiét bi dién t&r sang m&t bén. Anh v@ 1ay cudn sach ctia Hiaasen doc mot
lic, r6i di ngu lac mot gio sang.

Ké hoach chwa 6n lam, nhung ciing tam, anh nghi vay trudc khi tat
den.

HOM SAU, ho an sdng bing banh qué va banh kép, xic xich xau va thit
hun khdi, tai quan an ré tién ngdy mui m& nhung van kha trang nha theo
ggi y ctia nhan vién xach do & khach san roi di vé hwéng doi Capitol.

Lucas ké cho Bob va Rae vé cac bic thw dién tir anh da gwri ba canh
sat tredng dém qua, cung cac thw ho6i am minh nhan dwgc sang nay. Tuy cé
than phién mot chiat, nhung ho cling dong y gdp nhau tai m6t cira hang
bach hoéa trong viing vao budi trwa, diéu thém vai xe nita dé truy tim c6 hé
thong cac con mwong va dwong nhanh theo nhw Lucas da chi dinh, ca cac
tuyén dwong tranh hodc cac diém vui 1ap c6 thé co.

“Con chung ta s€ lam gi?” Bob hoi.

“Ciling thé. T6i da danh dau vai cho t6i nghi sé c6 trién vong tot - rat
gan dwong cai, cay c6i um tum...,” Lucas dap. “Trudc khi ching ta di, du
khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian nhung toi da lwu lai may thit vao USB, t6i sé chay
xuong trung tam thwong mai va in ra cac ban do6.”
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“Anh dung la cuc ky tich cue,” Bob néi, “nhung viéc nay nghe co vé
sé that su, that sy rat chan day”.

“Co thé, nhung t6i nghi ra chit thay déi nho trong ké hoach.”

“La gi thé?” Rae hoi.

“Toi sé noi vai ba canh sat trudng cung nguoi caa ho 1y do tai sao viéc
nay lai quan trong nhw vy, rang ta tin ké nao d6 c6 am mwu am sat Thuwong
nghi si Smalls, va ching da thuc sy giét chét ban ctia 6ng dy,” Lucas néi,
“rang day khong phdi 1a chuyén tham hiém cau ca tué. Ma la chuyén di co
thé gitp ho duwgc thang chirc”.

Rae ngirng nhai miéng thit xong khéi, “Lucas, khong sém thi mudn
chuyén nay sé 1én mat bao. Hodc truyén thong”.

Lucas gat dau. “Chac chan roi. Vi néu khong canh sat tredng nao lam
10 ra, toi sé lam.”

QUAY VE KHACH SAN, Bob va Rae vac cac tdi thiét bi cta ho xubng
chiéc SUV Tahoe di thué, Lucas lai chiéc Evoque ra ngoai. Buing mudi gio,
ho Ién duong dén West Virginia. Troi néng nhw do Itta, nhitng dam may
tich mwa dang tién vé phia tdy nam.

Hai canh sat mang theo may cai dién dam co6 tai nghe trong tdi thiét bi,
nén sé khong can phai dung di déng. Lucas quy dinh t6c do, roi moi ngwoi
thang tién vé phia tay trén dwong 1-66 va dén thanh phé nhé Strasburg,
Virginia muwoi phit sau d6. Ho dong y hen gdp tai mot ctra hang bach héa
ban banh ran vong Dunkin. Khi ho dén noi, bai do xe trong giong nhw danh
riéng cho canh sét, véi bay chiéc xe canh sat trudng do tan mat trén mat
dwong rai nhya. Ctra hang khong dua rong cho tat cd, nén ho goi kem cay,
banh ran vong va mdy géi bim bim, mang ra ng6éi dwdi bong ram cta cay
tan bi.

Lucas gidi thiéu minh, Bob va Rae. Ba canh sat truédng n6i rang ho da
clr nguwoi ra ngoai truy tim, nhung cho dén gid van chwa c6 két qua gi.
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Lucas néi, “Nghe nay, ching t6i rat biét on sy gitip d& cia moi nguoi.
Co6 mot chuyén quan trong: Toi khong dugc phép noi, tuy nhien chung toi
da thu dugc chit bang chitng, rang cai goi la tai nan nay thwe chat la am
muu am sat nham vao Thuwong nghi s Smalls. Hau qua la ching da giét
chét mot phu nit, nhwng chiing toi tin rang cai chét ctia c6 ta c6 thé xem
nhw ton that ngoai dv kién”.

Ho c6 vé hoai nghi. Mdt nguoi noi, “Cac nguoi biét & West Virginia
nay ching t6i cé bao nhiéu cay khong? Néu ai ddy néi la mot ti, toi sé noi
thé c6 khi con it. My cai than cay bi don ha cling khong it dau”.

Bob chen vao, “T6i biét cac anh dang nghi gi, rang chuyén nay nghe
c6 vé nham nhi, nhung t6i thé 1a khong phdi dau. Ching t6i khong phai
nhitng canh sat dong béng. Ching t6i 1a dan dwong phd; ching toi kiém
song bang cach x6 ctta vao nha, hay di dém cay, cac anh biét ddy. Pay co
thé la vu quan trong nhat ching t6i ti'ng tham gia - c6 thé véi cac anh cling
sé thé. C¢ nghi ngd néu mudn, nhung to6i hy vong cac anh sé lam viéc
nghiém tuc”.

Rae: “Lucas, Bob va t6i sé cung tit ca cac anh di xuyén cac canh ring.
Néu tim ra thit ta muo6n tim, ta sé cé bang chitng vitng chac cho thay day la
vu muu sat.”

Sau vai 10i dwa day, ton thém kha kha banh ran vong, Coke, Coke an
kiéng, hai lon Pepsi va nwdc khoang, ca dam giai tan, thém vai 16i lau bau
nira.

Trwée khi lén dueong, Lucas, Bob va Rae hop kin, anh héi, “Hai nguoi
nghi sao?”.

“Ho sé tim,” Bob néi. “It nhat 13 trong ngady hom nay. C6 thé ca ngdy
mai. Nhung sé khong 1au hon duge dau. Ngoai kia néng nhu céi 16 ay.”

Rae vo nhe tay Lucas, r6i néi, “Dirng ky vong qua nhiéu, chang map.
Mo kim déay bé thoi”.
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LUCAS NONG NHIET CAM ON ba canh sat trueéng trieée khi 1én duong,
gom ca hai nguwdi dén tir Virginia, nhung anh tin rang cac than cay, néu
duwgc tim thay, sé nam & West Virginia. “Ching han sé khong di dugc xa
tredc khi viet hét cac than cdy. Tat ca nhitng gi ching can lam la lot vao
chum sang den pha cua ai dg, va chung sé xtr ly nhan ching.”

Bob néi, “Chiing c6 thé ghé vao dau d6 mot lic sau tai nan, bo hét
than cdy, g& hét tdm lwdi, dém hay cai quai gi cling duwgc, ném 1én san xe
r6i mang di vui 1ap & dau d6”.

Lucas lac dau. “Khong dau. Khi lam Iw6i mat cdo, ching han muon
bdo vé toan bg chiéu dai xe tai. Toi da nghién citu vé mau xe F-250 nay: no
dai gan sau mét. Tuy nhién san xe lai rdt ngan, thung chita hang chi rong
mét tdm. Néu chuing dat cac suc go dai vao thung chita hang, sé bi nho ra
ngoai hon bon mét. Ci¥ treo lung lang ngoai swon xe nhw thé rat dé bi nhan

»

ra.

“Nao gio thi cung nhau di tim kim thoi,” Bob noi.

HO BAT PAU tai ding noi xay ra tai nan, nhin xuéng con doc thing ditng
vOi con song bén dudi. Rae noi, “Tht nghi xem, khi tai nan xdy ra, ching
c6 nhin theo dé chac chan xe da lao xuéng vuc khong, hay ci& thé di tiép?”.

“Vi ly do nay hay ly do khac, ro rang chiing van di tiép,” Lucas noi.
“Porter bao t0i rang ong dy rat sg ching sé lao xuéng doi dé két liéu ho, thé
nén ong dy chay di 1dy sting & cop xe va tim cho ndp... Nhung cudi clng
khong c6 ké nao buwdc xuong, ong ay khong thay lai chiéc xe tai nita, tham
chi ca anh deén cling khong thay.”

Rae: “Chung sé di dugc bao xa truvdc khi ghé vao dau dé nhi? Chung
sé phai nghi dén viéc c6 thé xuat hién nhan chitng, thé nén trong hai phut
dau ching sé muo6n khuat xa tam mat.”

“Hay tim nhitng noi ching cé thé lam thé,” Lucas noi.
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BOB VA RAE DAN DAU, véi bon banh xe Tahoe lin sat mép duwong, Rae
tho dau ra ngoai ctta so6 khi Bob 1ai xe. Bon banh chiéc Evoque ctia Lucas
lan sat mép dwong phia bén kia, soi ky cac con mwong, tim kiém bat ky
thay do6i nao trong tan 1. Con mwong phia anh nong choen, déi khi c6
nhitng tiéng xao xac xuat hién trong dam co6 dai, nhung chang phat hién
duwgc gi dang nghi. Chuyén di dang ngay cang cham chap va néng bitc dén
mitc tan nhan, mot canh tay Lucas thong ra ngoai ctta kinh, gitip anh c6 thé
vuon ra ngoai nhom ngé xung quanh; anh nghi dén cudi ngay kiéu gi nguoi
cling bi bam tim t* nadch cho dén khuyu tay.

Khi t6i cho dwong giao nhau chinh dan ra ngoai, ho trong thiy mot xe
canh sat tredng dang bo vé phia minh. Poi bén dirng lai ndi chuyén, vién
canh sat n6i rang minh da di doc con dwong nay bon dam, quan sat ca hai
bén nhwng chang phat hién dwoc gi. “Ngoai ddy c6 mot vai 16 dat trong cay,
doc hai bén dwong. T6i xuéng xe va nhin quanh, nhung chi la hai doan
duwong bo chay thang vao dam cay c6i. Chang c6 gi méi ca.”

“Phia bon nay ciing thé,” Lucas noi. “Vay di vé phia dong nhé? Chao
murng anh tham gia vGi ching t6i.”

“Huwéng do cé nhiéu cay hon,” vién canh sat ndi. “Ching ta sé mat
thoi gian day.”

Ho lai di nhw rua bo, bon hodac nam dam mot gio, c6 lic xudng xe di
bd. Ho gap phdi bado dong gia nhwng chang tim dwgc gi hay ho.

Nhung mot nit canh sat lai tim dugc.

Tén c6 ta la Marlys Weaver, c6 ta tim thdy cac siuc go gan mot con
dwong ring xa x0i, noi dwgc goi la South Branch Hills Drive, nam cat
ngang nhitng ngon nui vé phia Virginia.

Lucas nhan cudc goi cta canh sat trwdng vao di dong cda anh. “Thiéu
uy Marlys ndi rang c6 ta da tim ra ching. Ca nhéan t6i cho rang ching ta
chang gap may dau, Nhung Marlys luén biét minh dang néi cai gi.”

“Chung ta dén d6 bang cach nao dwgc?” Lucas hdi.
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LUCAS, BOB VA RAE, trong hai xe tai, theo sau chiéc xe bang dong ctia
canh sat tredng, dén xoay tit mu va ha coi inh tai nhitc 6c, cho du ho chang
trong thay chiéc xe nao khac. Vat va vugt qua chang dwong kho di, ho dén
dwgc cho Marlys Weaver sau hai mwoi phuit.

Khi dén gan xe tuan tra cia Weaver - va thdy xe canh sat truéng dang
tién dén tr hwdng khac - Lucas xudng xe dén nhap bon cung Bob va Rae.
Bob néi, “Trdi a, 1€ ra ching ta nén tim tir day tredc. Néu toi ma tim thay
mot diém...”.

Ho dang & cach hién trvong vu tai nan muwoi lam dam, trén con duong
kha cii chay vé phia dong gan thung liing xanh 1én dén dinh nui, xudi xuéng
phia bén kia. Bén tay phdi, mot néo dwong mon cat ngang vé phia nam, trai
dai dén vach thung liing. N canh sat Weaver dang ditng cach néo duong
mon ba muwoi mét, cach ho sdu hodc chin mét. Co ta hét 1én, “Bat c& ai
cling khéng dwoc budce 1én day. Pang c6 may vét 16p xe”.

Rae thot 1én, “Khong thé nao”. Canh sat triedng buédc 1én, Lucas, Bob,
Rae va vién canh séat di cing buwdc dén gitta néo duong mon dan tGi cho
Weaver. Weaver la nit canh sat tré tudi, map map vGi mai téc ngan va deo
kinh, duéi hai canh tay trén bo dong phuc xanh den xudt hién nhitng mang
mo hoi sam mau. Khi roi khoi duong cai, co ta lai thét 1én, “Cha y nhin
dwéi chan. Coi chirng vap phdi ran hé mang”.

“Oi hay day,” canh sat truéng 1am bam. Ong ta c6 khé ngudi to,
guong mat dé gay nhin c6 vé lo lang, cai miii con do hon nita. “C6 nguoi di
tredc toi ma.”

“Nguoi di dau chi lam ching sg thoi,” Rae dap. “Nguoi di ngay sau do
mdi bi tan cong.”

“Rat vui dwogc biét diéu do, thwa c6,” canh sat trudng néi. “Hai nguoi
di trude toi di.”
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NEO DPUONG MON nay rd rang ton tai ching vi 1y do gi. N6 kéo dai mot
tram thwdc 1én dén dinh doi sau dé thoai dan. “C6 mot cho xa rac trai phép
trén do, bi bo hoang ttr 1au 1am r6i,” Weaver giai thich, chi tay 1én trén doi.
“Khi 1én d6 t6i chang thay stic gb nao hét, nhwng lic di xudng thi lai thay.
Ngay day nay.”

Néo duwong mon tv tao dang cot song doc, téa nhanh sang hai bén vé
phia tdy con duwong cai, mét dam cdy mam x0i moc vat ngang lung doi.
Weaver dan ho xuéng néo dwong mon rong ¢ mot ban chan, va kia, cach
dam cdy mam x6i bon mét rudi, la bon stic go, moi suc go dai it nhat sau
mét, duong kinh nam hodc sau phan.

“Co vét son trang trén may sic go.” Co ta nhin Lucas. “Ngai tirng noi
rang chi€c Caddy d6 c6 mau bac, thwa ngai...”

“Pung vay,” Lucas ndi. Anh quy xudng bén may stc go, phat hién
nhitng vét son mau bac. Bob dang & bén canh anh, 1én tiéng, “Nhin nay”.

Lucas nhin theo, Bob chi tay vao cac vét rach nam ngang quanh cac
stic go. “Pay la noi ching gidng xich, hodc day thirng dé budc cac stic go
vao v@i nhau.”

Lucas nhin Weaver. “Co gioi lam. Gidi lam. C6 n6i c6 may vét 10p xe
a?”

“Vang, thua ngai. C6 may vét con mdi trén nay va dai khoang mdot ban
chan thoi, nhung ké nao d6 da chay thang vao 16p dat mém hon & day.”

Co ta dwa tay chi, tit ca bon ho cung bo ra khoi dam cady mam xo6i dé
nhin, vét 10p xe khong hoan toan sach sé: dam c6 dai moc tran ra, nhung
van dua nhin ro nhitng dau vét néu chiu khé dé y. Canh sét trudng noi, “Co
thé con vai vét nita & day...”. Ho phat hién thém vét twong ty dai sau phan.
“Phai ra soat toan b con duong nay,” canh sat trudng noi.

Lucas: “Toi phai goi dién thoai. Tranh xa hoan toan cac stc go ra, ca
cum cdy mam x6i kia nita, phong treong hgp ching dé lai chit ADN nao
d6. Va co gang tranh xa 1i ran khi lam viéc trén dwong mon, dé y xem co
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tim thdy thém vét 16p xe nao nita khong, du la dau vét khi dén hodc di.
Chac chan ching phdi quay dau xe & dau do trén nay.”

BOB, RAE VA CANH SAT TRUONG diéu dong moi ngudi vao viéc khi
c6 them canh sat tdi. Lucas goi cho Carl Armstrong.

“Poan xem toi dang ¢ dau,” anh noi, khi Armstrong nghe may.

“Minnesota ha? Anh vé nha roi a?”

“Toi dang trén doan duwong nui ¢ West Virginia. Chung toi tim ra cac
stic go roi, dinh vét son mau bac, thu dwgc ca may vét 16p xe. Chung t6i
can mot nha diéu tra tai nan.” Anh nguwdc nhin 1én ddm may giong dang 16n
dan & phia tdy nam. “Bdo anh ta khan trwong 1én khong mwa day.”

“T6i dang chay ra cira day,” Armstrong noi sau khi Lucas cho biét dia
diém. “Nhung s€ phdi mat hai tiéng mai dén dwoc.”

Armstrong bao Lucas dén cira hang bach héa gan nhat va mua nhitng
tam nhya - “cac tui rac, bat ky thit gi, cang to cang tot” - dé che kin may vét
16p xe va cac stic go dugc bao nhiéu tot bay nhiéu.

Lucas cho céanh sat trudng biét nhitng thit anh can dung. Mat trong so
cac xe canh sat tredng phong di, den xoay tit mu va coi vang am 1. “Néu
khong ty giét minh thi cu ta sé quay vé trong hai mwoi phat,” canh sat
tredng noi. “Pirng nghi rang dam may dé dén dwgc cho chung ta. Theo toi
thi n6 sé bay vé phia dong day.”

Nira tiéng sau vién canh sat quay lai vdi cac tdm nhwa che bui cia thg
son. Ho boc cac stic go lai va che kin cac vét 16p xe tim thay duwgc. Mot
trong cac vién canh sat dao ranh xung quanh cac vét 16p xe dé thoat nuwéc.
Vi thém mot tdm nhya nita va mui mwa da cdm thay rat gan, ho dung léu
che chan cho cac suc go duoc boc, chang gitt cac tdm nhira bang may thanh
cti tir ddm cdy cdi xung quanh.

Thé r6i mwra ao ao trit xuéng. Ho ngoi trong xe minh, bat diéu hoa va
nghe nhac, lo lang béi tiéng sdm gan do6 va anh chdp 16e 1én qua canh rirng.
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Con mua kéo dai hai mwoi phat roi lui dan vé phia dong bac. Canh sat
tredng xudng xe, noi, “Thdy chura, t6i da bao no troi dan vé phia dong ma”.

“Tiéc qua, mwa duwgc co ti,” Rae néi. “Gia ma cudn tréi 1 ran chét tiét
di thi tot.”

ARMSTRONG PHAI mét hon hai tiéng méi dén noi. Lucas néng rudt chay
trén dwong, goi anh ta hai lan dé chac chan anh ta khong gdp rac réi. Cudi
cung, anh, Rae, Bob va canh sat tredng cung dén mot civa hang bach héa
dia phuwong, cling la noi vién canh st da mua cac tdm nhya, an qua loa bita
trua.

“Anh van dinh n6i chuyén vé6i bao chi ddy a?” Rae hai.

CoO ha giong xudng, Bob chen vao gitta, ddm bdo canh sat truéng
khong nghe dugc; du lic nay ong ta cling dang néi chuyén hang say vGi cac
chu cwra hang.

“T6i phdi n6i chuyén vdi trg 1y hang dau cta Porter - c6 ta theo doi vu
nay va co6 thé c6 cach lién hé vGi ai d6 ma t6i c6 thé goi. T6i dang nghi
chung ta nén tung ra ggi y nao do, nac danh thoi, cho mot trong cac hang
tin 16n, Washington Post khong toi, cho ho biét tén canh sat truong. Ong ta
thudc dang n6i nhiéu ma,” Lucas noi, li€c vé phia 6ng ta. “T6i khdng muon
chwong mat ra do trwde khi ching ta xem xét k¥ chiéc xe tai.”

“Ngay kia la dugc day,” Bob néi.

Lucas gat dau. “Toi nay t6i sé 1én ké hoach, sau khi Armstrong xuat
hién.”

ARMSTRONG DPEN béng chiéc xe ban tai cung hai nha diéu tra hién
treong vu an. Bau troi da trong xanh tré lai, ba nguwdi can than d& cac tdm
nhya khoi cac sic go. Armstrong xem xét cac vét son, so sanh v6i manh
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kim loai 1ay dwgc tir chiéc Cadillac cua Smalls. M6t ldc sau; anh ta 1am
bam diéu gi do, roi ditng day, budc dén cho Lucas, Bob va Rae.

“Néu 16p son nay khong phai day ra tr chiéc Caddy, t6i sé nhai song
dong go nay. Chung t6i can ldy cac mau son va di chuyén dong go di. Anh
néi c6 may vét 10p xe cé thé co lién quan a?”

Ho chi cho anh ta xem cac vét 16p xe, hai anh chang CSI* xan tay vao
lam viéc véi nhitng ngon dén, may anh va cac dai bang dinh, cudi cung ho
lay 16p thuc vat trong cac vét 16p xe, dé6 khuon roi déng khudn that nhanh
bang thit chat l1ong mau be.

Khi mat trgi thap dan vé phia chan trgi, cac suc go dugc boc trong tdm
nhura, tirng tdm mot dwgc chang budc can than roi bi ném Ién san xe ban tai,
v6i may 1a co do treo trén dau may sic go thoi ra phia sau xe. Armstrong
héi Lucas, “Chiéc xe tai thi sao? Bao gio t6i méi dugc xem né day?”.

“Co thé la ngay kia,” Lucas néi. “Chung t6i con phai chuan bi mot
chuat.”

“T6i cling thé,” Armstrong dap. “T6i can phai do dac cac suc go, xem
may diu vét va cham ching dé lai trén chiéc F-250 thudc loai gi, néu thu
pham lam ding nhu cach chung ta nghti... cho du c6 kha nang bon chung da
che chan rat tot. Két qua chinh thitc vé vét son sé can chtit thoi gian. Chiing
t0i con can kiém tra ky luwGng cac sic go nay xem c6 vét son den khong.”

“Khi quyét dinh Iic nao can chinh thitc xem xét chiéc xe tai, chiing t6i
sé goi,” Lucas noi.

TOI HOM DO, Lucas di bd dén khu chung cu cta Kitten Carter, di thang
may lén tang bon. Co dang ditng & tién sanh, vay tay chao khi anh budéc ra
tw* thang may.

Carter song trong don nguyén hai phong ngu, phong ngu thit hai dugc
dung lam phong lam viéc, bé bon v6i mot chiéc ban va hai cai ghé. Lucas
liéc nhin ché nay khi di ngang qua, nhung Carter lai ra hiéu cho anh vao
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phong khach. Khi cudi cung hai nguwoi cling ngoi xuong néi chuyén, anh ké
cho c6 nghe viéc tim dugc chiéc xe tai.

“Vay ching ta thu dwoc... gi chwa? Chung ta c6 gi r6i?”

“Chung t6i nam dwgc mot dau day r6i,” Lucas néi. “Néu tim dwoc vét
son den trén cac stc go, ching t6i c6 thé bat Ritter. Nhung to6i khong nghi
sé tim dugc gl - toi da xem xét cai xe tai d6 nhung khong phat hién dugc
mot vét xudc, hay bat ky ddu vét nao. Thé nén ching t6i goi Armstrong tdi
day cung kiém tra chiéc xe, chiing t6i danh dong Ritter, nhung tam chwa
tom c6 han. D€ xem liéu c6 thé lam st mé doi ngili ctia ching khong.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Co0 c6 quen biét ai & toa bao Post, hay bat ky dai truyén hinh 16n nao,
ma c6 thé noéi chuyén bi mat khong? Nguwdi ma sé luén nhang nhang bam
theo c0 dy?”

Co gat dau. “Co. Tat nhién. Toi ludn c6 thé mém tin cho ho, néu anh
cho t6i biét can no6i nhitng gi.”

“T6i can c6 cho ho biét tén vai nguoi. Russell Forte, dang lam viéc &
Cuc Canh sat Tuw phap - ong canh sat treang chung t6i lam viéc cung - va
Carl Armstrong tai West Virginia. Khong ai trong s6 ho chiu chia sé nhiéu
dau, nhung néu c6 cung cap vai chi tiét cho mot tay phong vién gioi, anh ta
sé suc sao thém vai théng tin nita dé cong khai. Pdc biét néu anh ta no6i
chuyén vGi canh sat truong.”

“Cho to6i biét chi tiét di. Bgi mot chit.” Co ditng day khoi ghé banh, di
vao phong lam viéc roi quay lai, trén tay cam tap gidy ghi chd. “Pwogc roi.
T6i muodn chac chan thong tin minh ¢6 1a dang.”

“Cac nha diéu tra cia Cuc Céanh sat Tw phap da tim thay bon stc go c6
dinh vét son trung khép véi vét son trén chiéc Cadillac cia Thwgng nghi si
Smalls. Vét son nay dang dugc xac nhan trong phong thi nghiém hién
treong vu an...”

Anh cho c0 biét tén ctia canh sat tredng va nit canh sat da tim thay cac
stic go, tén va so dién thoai ctia Forte. Anh néi thém, “Cac nha diéu tra cua
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Cuc Canh sat Tw phap da bao cao véi cap trén rang ho da thu duwgc dau moi
vé chiéc xe tai, dva trén doan video dwgc quay mot ngay trwdc khi dién ra
am muu am sat va giét nguoi do”.

“Khi nao thi téi nén mém tin cho ho?”

“Con phu thudc c6 sé mém tin cho ai,” Lucas noi.

“Con phu thudc anh mudn loan tin vao ldc nao. T6i c6 thé thong tin
cho mot ngwdi ban tai WJZ dé 1én song vao t6i mai, hodac cho mét c6 nang
lam cho t@ Post, sé dang tin ngay sang mai... hodc ca hai nguoi do.”

“Thé thi ca hai di,” Lucas néi. “Ching t6i khong muon ho bo 18 né.
Phdi chac chan la hoan toan bi mat ddy.”

“Anh dinh lam gi vay?”

“Chung toi sé theo doi phan ng... Ma chi hy vong vao mot phan ¢ng
thoi.”

NGAY HOM SAU khéng hé bi lang phi. Chiéc xe tai ctia Ritter dé trong
can ho cta han, bén canh la mo6t cho trong. Lucas da theo doi Ritter, han
quay vé can hd vao lic nam gid mwoi lam phat chiéu, 14i con xe Mazda
Miata mau dé kiéu dang thé thao. Ro6i lai bo di vao lic bay gio, dén mot
quan cocktail c6 tén la Wily Rat cach d6 mot dam hodc hon. Lucas bam
theo han, cung vd&i Bob da chuan bi san sang thay ca, theo sat phia sau
trong chiéc Tahoe.

Ritter ding xe, budc dén 16i vao hop dém. Han con chwa tGi noi thi
mot ngwdi phu nit lun tit, manh mai bwdc ra, nhan ra Ritter dang budc vé
phia minh. C6 & bwdc nhanh vé phia han, hai tay bam lay vai han, nhay
cang lén, hai chan co6 & kep lay eo han. Ritter hon ¢6 &, hai ngwoi noéi
chuyén mot Iic. C6 & nhdy xudng, ca hai cing budc vao hop dém.

Bob bam theo ho vao trong sau d6 vai phut, goi mot chai bia, ngam
nhin mot Iic r6i quay ra ngoai. Anh néi véi Lucas dang dgi trong bai do xe,
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“Chung dang goi hamburger va bia. Gdp vai nguoi trong do, co vé la quan
nhan. No6i chuyén huyén thuyen”.

“Khong c6 gi nhiéu dé thu hoach nhi.”

“Chua dau. Bén luot toi theo doi chiing. Anh muodn t6i theo ching vé
nha khong?”

“Sé rat tuyét néu biét a kia la ai,” Lucas noi.

“Dé xem t6i c6 nhan ra dugc xe co ta, c6 xem duwgc bang lai hay
khong.”

“Puogc r6i,” Lucas ngap dai. “Toi vé khach san ddy. Kitten n6i rang sé
c6 thir gi do trén ti vi toi nay vé vu am sat, thé nén... cau sé thay gi dé &
Ritter. C6 gi thi goi t6i nhé. Toi sé day sém. Chac chan ngay mai ching ta
sé xem hodc doc dwgc tin gi do trén bao chi, va cac kénh truyén hinh.”
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Taryn Grant khong xem bén tin vé am muu am sat Porter Smalls, tuy
nhién trg ly ctia mu lai xem dwgc tin nay trén CNN. Ban dau Mabel Tate
chodng vang truwdc ban tin, cdm thdy cwc ky mo ho. Nhung khi nhé lai
nhitng tranh cai xung quanh cudc bau ct ban dau ctia sép minh, roi cac ban
tin thoi sy c6 nhac dén mot phu nit bi giét, sy kinh ngac dan nhwong cho
cho lo lang, co ta bén goi dién dén nha riéng cua Grant.

Grant khong thich nhan dién thoai tai nha vi bat ky 1y do gi, néu khong
phai lién quan dén ngay tan thé. T6i nay mu cé hen véi trg ly Bo tredng
Ngan kho (6 Van phong Lap phap), ké dang phu trach khoan vay gay dung
s nghiép tam thdi cia JPMorgan Chase. Mu hy vong gay an twgng vdi han
vé hoan canh éo le cta céac ti pha bat hanh treéc nhitng khoan thué bat
cong.

Han la ké do ban, mu biét, kiéu quan chitc chinh phi nam trong tay
lwGi dao cao chay dién bén ngot chuyén dung dé tia tét bd rdu ba ngay
khong cao, ké mac do so mi lua dat may khong bao gid cai cuc trén cd, co6
tinh pho ra chom l6ng nguc bén dwdi, nhung...

Han c6 gia tri lgi dung.

Chéac chan Grant wa thich mau dan 6ng c6 gia tri lgi dung.

DPIEN THOAI REO, mu nhic mdy, thay chit “Tate” trén man hinh, lién hoi,
“Chuyén gi thé?”.

“Sép da xem ban tin chwa a?” Tate hoi.
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“Chung ta dang danh bom ai a?”

“Chuyén 4y thi khong can goi dau a,” Tate dap. “Cé thé té hon co a.”

Grant biét Tate sé khong bao gi® goi vi may chuyén vé van. V@ lay cai
ghé dau thay do trong phong tam, mu ng6i xudng roi noi, “T6i nghe day”.

“Trén CNN xuat hién cac ban tin cho biét mot canh sat Tw phap My
tuyén b6 rang vu dam xe cta Porter Smalls tuan tridc khong phdi 1a tai nan
- ma la mot am muu am sat,” Tate néi. “Vién canh sat khong dwa ra binh
luan gi, nhung co6 binh luan ctia mot canh sat trudng West Virginia, ong ta
néi rang vién canh sat tw phap, 6ng ta cing nguwoi ctia ong ta da tim thay vai
stic go trén than c6 dinh vét son xe 0 t6 mau bac, von dugc gan trén suon
chiéc xe tai da hat vang xe ctia Smalls. Ho cho biét da nhan ra chiéc xe tai
trong mot doan video, chiéc F-250 mau den. R0 rang cac stc go la no luc
danh lac huwéng, khién nguwoi ta twédng lam rang xe tai cuia Smalls chi dam
vao dam cay cbi. CNN cho biét Smalls dang trén duong dén chi nhanh cta
ho tai Minneapolis dé dw budi phong van trong chwong trinh, rang chiéc xe
tai dang bi truy tim.”

“Ché chét! Toi khong can phai nghe cai nay.”.

“Xin 16i sép.”

“Khong, khong, y t6i la t6i khong mudn nhitng diéu nay dién ra.
Nhung c6 goi cho t6i 1a ding,” Grant n6i. “Van dé 1a quanh thoi gian bau
c chuyén cii hay bi dao bdi lam. Vién canh sat ay tén la Lucas Davenport.
Tén y c6 dwgc nhac dén khong? Y ¢6 xuat hién trong chwong trinh khong?
Chac chan y sé xuat hién dé tém t6i.”

“Khong a, ho khong nhac dén tén anh ta. Ho da goi cho ai do tai tru s&
Cuc Canh sat Tuw phap, nhung ngwoi nay khong dwa ra binh luan gi. Phat
ngon vién cia Bo Tw phap noi rang van dé nay dang dugc xem xét & mirc
d6 cao nhat, c6 nghia la ho khéng c6 dau moi. Vi Smalls va mot phu nit da
chét, co ta con la manh thwong quan da quyén rat nhiéu tién cho dang Cong
hoa nén moi chuyén con té hon. Theo em thi ngay mai cac ban tin sé xuat
hién day dac.”
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“Khon kiép. Nghe nay, theo sat chuyén nay cho toi, tat ca cac kénh
ludn va goi cho t6i lic mwdi mot gio. Toi sap cd cudc hen, nhung trede luc
dé thi toi ¢ nha - va néu cé viéc khan cap, ci¥ goi toi bat c Iic nao,” Grant
néi. “Néu phai mang theo vai ngudi di cung thi ct lam. T6i muén xem vai
kich ban cuta cac chuong trinh 16n.”

“Chung ta c6 thé lam dwgc diéu dé a. Bdi vi... tranh cdi... em nén lam
gi néu ho muén nghe binh luédn cua sép?”

“Ctr bao la toi khong ranh. Hodc t6i cha biét gi vé vu tai nan nay. Néu
c6 thé, tuyét doi chi nho to v6i cac phéng vién co tin twéng, goi y rang
Smalls c6 tién st nghién rwou ma han da che day thanh cong. Day c6 thé la
mot phan trong chién lwge che day khac. Néu han say ruwgu khi nguoi phu
nit kia bi giét va han dang lai xe, han sé pham toi giét ngudi bang xe cd.”

“Sép c6 nghi 6ng ta say rugu that khong?” Tate hoi.

“To6i khong biét va ciing chang quan tdm,” Grant néi. “T6i biét han c6
uéng mot chut; t6i da thdy han chuénh choang say. Van dé la gio cit tung
hoa mu di.”

“Hiéu r6i a,” Tate dap.

TATE GAC MAY ROI, Grant quay lai nhin minh trong gwong mot lic,
chuot hang 16ng mi, suy nghi vé cac ban tin thoi sy, xit thém chit nwédc hoa
Phong Lan Pen, mu goi Parrish.

Ga cling chwa hé xem ban tin. Nghe mu ké xong, ga néi, “Cho toi thoi
gian kiém tra mot chit. Pich than t6i sé xtr ly vu nay. Khong sg tra nguoc
vé co dau”.

“Toi trng néi ro6i, chinh Davenport m@i la ké chiing ta phdi lo. Néu
bang cach nao dé y thoat dugc, ching ta sé phai no lyc nhiéu hon nita.”

“T6i sé gidi quyét Davenport. Dang trién khai r6i.”
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NEU THANG CHA NGAN KHO nay twéng minh sé du dwogc nang
Thuong nghi si Minnesota toc vang nong bong, xinh dep lén giwong, thi
han da nham. Han xai mdy cai chiéu cii rich nhu liéc mat dwa tinh, nhitng
dung cham c6 y ma twdng la tuyét chiéu doéi phé v6i nhitng phu nit khiéu
ggi, nhung Grant von da 1anh cam véi cdi tro tan tinh nay tir nam 1én tam.

Dau vay, budi t6i nay mang lai lgi ich 16n cho ca hai. Khi thang cha
ngan khd nay hiéu rang Grant dang tim kiém mot nguwdi trong cudc, chi
khong phai thém muodn co thé minh, hdn bén chuyén sang ché do dam
phan, va budi t6i c thé tr6i qua bén nhitng ly cocktail, nhitng chiéc khan
gidy, khi ho vach ra nhitng thay doi c6 thé c6 1gi trong luat thué.

Khéng han vui lam, nhung ciing thu vi.

Xong bita t6i, cd hai dang udng nét chai Bordeaux trang tri gia Bon
tram do thi di dong cua Grant reo 1én: Tate.

“To6i phai nhan cudc goi nay,” mu néi. Quay lung lai véi thang cha
ngan kho, mu héi: “Gi thé?”.

“Tin cap nhat day a. Smalls t6 chitc budi hop bdo. Tting dai truyén
hinh trong thanh ph6 D6i déu dé x6 dén. Nhiéu kénh 16n sé phat song cac
noi dung hop bao, ca Fox lan CNN. Du khong chi ra céi tén nao cu thé,
nhung 6ng ta n6i minh ting bi tdn cong bang bao lwc nhung sé khong lui
bwdc. Ba phong vién dang c6 gang du 0ng ta ndi ra mot cdi tén - ho cé nhac
dén tén cua sép, hoi rang phéi chang sép chinh la nguwdi 6ng ta mudn noi
dén. Ong ta chi cudi. Ong ta khong néi cu thé, nhung chic hin ai ciing
hiéu.”

“Me kiép. Toi sé phai néi gi d6. Lam cho t6i di. Nhé nhitng gi t6i noi
vé chuyén thay han say rugu, chuénh choang khong - dé xem c6 c6 thé lam
duwgc gi. Néu han co6 tinh khiéu khich t6i, t6i cling sé lam diéu twong ty.”

“Em sé tong hop lai cac y twdng, nhung cé thé day chwa phai 1a nwée
di sang sudt nhat dau a. Con nhiéu cach choc titc 6ng ta.”

“Thé thi lam luén di.”
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N6i r6i mu quay lai v6i thang cha ngan kho, mim cuwoi. “Porter Smalls
dang mudn choc titc tdi vi vu tai nan do say rugu tuan trede. Néu anh mudn
chitng kién mot don chi mang, hdy dén xem t6i trén ban tin ngay mai nhé.”

Han pha 1én cwoi, r6i n6i, “T6i tin em sé ra tay tredc. Toi sé xem
day”.

LUC MUOI MOT GIO Tate goi lai. “Pa néi chuyén véi nguoi cia em tai
PBS*. Ho cling dang héng chuyén nay, va ho thich y twéng rac r6i nghién
rwogu ctua Smalls va van dé cé thé khoi 1én tir d6. Em khong biét chuyén nay
c6 1gi cho ta nhiéu khéng, nhung n6 sé gitp tung héa mu, ding nhuw y sép.
Ngoai ra em ciing nhd ho xem xét ho so ctia tay Davenport nay - c6 vé nhw
y la mot tén hiéu chién; y da giét mot dong nguoi...”

“Toi khong muoén can thiép vao mot cot truyén dé nghe, nhung
Davenport thuc sy tirng lam viéc cho Elmer Henderson.” Henderson da tam
roi khéi van phong, nhung 6ng ta tirng la thong déc bang Minnesota, va la
tng ctr vién chay dua vao ghé pho tong thong dang Dan chu Tw do trong ky
bau ctt trudc do.

“0... Ma quan tam lam quai gi ha sép,” Tate néi. “Chung ta van c6 thé
budc t0i y 1a ké sat nhan thém khat sy chi y. Nhw thé c6 khi con khién moi
chuyén kho mo hon.”

“Tuyén co vé dung la quyét dinh ding dan,” Grant ndi. “C¥ suy nghi
di nhé. Cang mu mit bao nhiéu cang tot bdy nhiéu. Hen gap co sang mai.
Toi sé c6 mot bai phat biéu.”

Tuy da mét nhwng mu van goi kiém tra Parrish, “van ban xwr ly
Davenport a?”

“Ching ta can néi chuyén. Ritter vira goi lai cho to6i hai tiéng truéc.
Chung toi da xong vai viéc...”

“Anh dang & nha day a?”

“Vang.”
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“Qua day di, chung ta sé noi chuyén.”

“Cho t6i hai mwoi phut,” Parrish dap. “To6i sé di bo dén.”

PARRISH XUAT HIEN, mic toan d6 nylon den, véi chiéc mil béng
chuyén nguy trang mau xanh den, chan di giay chay bo. Trong ga nhw con
qua vay, Grant nghi, khi ga di cau thang xu6ng tang ham. Ba qudn gia da
cho ga vao, Grant theo ddi tién man hinh canh ctra trén dau cau thang déng
chat lai. Lan nay Parrish c6 mang theo sing.

Ga bu6ng minh xu6ng s6 pha doi dién ban lam viéc ctia muy, bat chgt
mu c6 thé ngwi thay ga: ga da chay bo dén.

“Anh nam duwgc nhitng gi r6i?” Mu hai.

“TOI DA SAI JIM RITTER & St. Paul di do tham... vao hai ngdy trudc.
Chung t6i thdy tinh hinh c6 vé cé 1gi cho ching ta va sé khién Davenport
phai cit khéi Washington. Néu y thong minh xan lan nhw c6 néi, y cé thé
nghi ngo gi do, nhung chang bao gio chac chan dugc.”

“Y cang cut khoi Washington lau bao nhiéu, toan bd chuyén nay sé
cang chim xudng nhanh bay nhiéu. Chi can hai tuan la da. M6t thang sau
dé6 sé chang ma nao thém quan tam.”

“Chinh x4c. Chung to6i da tim thdy mot ngudi dac biét tai St. Paul hodc
Minneapolis.” Parrish n6i rd nhitng gi minh dang nghi, Grant nham mat
lang nghe, dé hinh dung dé xuat ctia Parrish dé dang hon.

“Néu bon cém bdo vé qua chat...” mu lén tiéng khi han néi xong.

“Sé khong c6 chuyén do; ching toi sé theo doi ching. Chi lang nghe
ma khong noéi chuyén véi bat ky ai. Ching toi chi can muoi gidy... & ngoai
dwong la mudi lam gidy. Néu bon cdm theo qua sat, ching t6i sé c6 diéu
chinh.”
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“Muoi lam gidy, chitng nao ngwoi ctia anh con chwa bi thuwong. Néu y
c6 bi lam sao, ching ta sé gap rac roi day,” Grant noi.

“T6i da sap xép xong ca r6i.”

“Xong thé nao?”

Parrish phé 1én cudi. “Cha... ké ching t6i tim duwgc la mot thang béo.
Ao khodc cta Ritter sé dugc nhdi day tim x6p hoi, va tat nhién, han sé map
ra. Thyc ra han tirng lam thé mat 1an roi, khi chiing ¢6 gang ha mot thang
ma khong dé lai dau vét.”

Grant ngo6i lai xudng ghé va suy nghi. Bon tay chan cua Parrish, c
cho rang chuing la bon sat that My xin so di, da lam hong viéc hai lan. No6i
cach khac, mu can Davenport dirtng c6 chd miii vao chuyén cia mu. Néu
ching da biét chiéc xe tai dam vao xe ctia Smalls la chiéc Ford F-250, mu
khong nghi ngo r6i y cling sé tim ra no.

“Pugc roi,” mu noéi. “Lam di. Khong dwgc hong niva day. Khong duoc
hong gi”

GRANT DE DANG CHIM vao gidc ngt, khong hé bi day vo bai cam giac
t0i 10i tredc do, cho du mu tran troc vao lic sdu gio sang, mot tiéng trudc
khi thye sy thite day. Cé mot chuyén dém hom tredc mu chwa hé nghi tdi
va Parrish khong hé nhac. Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu Davenport khang dinh
rang Grant phai chiu trdch nhiém cho tét ca... va don gian la y sé giét chét
mu?

Y c6 kha nang lam thé ma khéng bi bat. Va y la thang dién ding
khong? Y c6 dién nhv mu khong?

Mu rung minh, c6 ngu lai nhung khong thé gat bé suy nghi ay khoi
tam tri.

Tate goi lai lic bay gio, khi Grant dang tu cdc Espresso thit hai. “Sép
c6 cudc hen tai treong quay Thugng vién tir lic tdm rwdi dén chin gio muoi
lam a. Em dang khoanh vung nhitng déi twgng nghi ngd trong gidi truyén
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thong dia phuwong, tim ra kha nhiéu ké ¢ dai qudc gia. Ching ta can noi
chuyén trudce khi sép trién khai tiép, sép nén dién bo dam dep nhat dé 1én
song a.”

“San day roi. Goi Allison dén lam tdc va trang diém di.”

“Roi a. Sép 6n chi a?”

“T6i 6n ma,” Grant dap. “Thé nay sé tét cho ching ta.”
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12

Bob va Rae goi tir rat s6m, danh thitc Lucas, cho anh biét ho sé ra tap
thé duc ti sang sém. Bob noi thém rang a ban gai da quay vé can ho cua
Ritter bang xe han, nén khong thé 1ay dugc bién s6 xe cua a.

Lucas tranh thu thdi gian cao rau, chang buon xem ti vi, r6i xuéng nha
hang an sang.

Pang an nét may miéng banh kép thi anh nghe thdy mdt nguwdi dan
ong, mac bd complet gia hai ngan do, hoi mot phu ni*t mac bo dam cling
bang gia d6 rang, “Em thdy c6 ta chwa? Nang Thwgng nghi si téc vang
néng bong dang ba mau sau con ay?”.

“Xem roi,” nguwdi phu ni dap. “Vu nay ngay cang béc mui. Em thich
thé.”

NHUNG KE THEO CHU NGHIA SINH TON MO TUONG vé ngdy tan
thé, khi moi chuyén dot nhién tré nén toi té - Mexico xam lwgc Arizona,
xang can kiét, toan bo I ga bi an sach va ham chita rau ct & san sau cua bat
ky ai ma khong chat day khau AR-15, mii nguy trang, cung tén va cac dong
xu vang, thi han sé phai chét vi nan no lé tinh duc hodc vi tap tuc an thit
dong loai.

Cho dén gio phut nay, cai ngay ay van chuwa dén. Ngoai trir trong gidi
truyén thong.

Va né da xay ra khoang moi tuan mot lan, khi nhitng ké tri thitc & ca
hai kénh Fox va CNN ru lén vi muc “Tin N6ng,” nhw thé cai ngay tan thé
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thue si cudi cung da tdi.

Lic nguwoi dan ong giau c6 hoi nguwdi phu nit giau c6 vé mot a
“Thuwgng nghi si téc vang,” Lucas da cam thay 16ng may nhéch 1én gan nhw
1a hét cd. Trong khi an, anh doc t& Washington Post. C6 mot bai viét ngan
ngun, mo ho vé cac “nguon tin” n6i rang Cuc Canh sat Tw phap dang diéu
tra tai nan xe hoi cia Smalls nhw mot am mwu am sat. Hau hét cau chuyén
chi don gian la thuat lai vu tai nan, khong c6 nhiéu chi tiét khai mé thém.

Nhung néu Grant da nhing tay vao thi sao? Thé thi hai hang 16ng may
cta anh con nhwéng 1én cao nita. Anh vay tay goi b6i ban, nhan héa don roi
dé lai tién trén ban, va khong bd phi thoi gian ma chay thang vé phong
minh.

Ca hai kénh CNN va Fox da két thic phan tin titc, gio’ la phan dé nghi
cac phat thanh vién phat biéu cam tuwéng vé nhitng gi cac Thwgng nghi si da
noi vé nhau. Lucas buwdc dén cho chiéc laptop cua anh, g6 tén “Taryn
Grant” vao ctta s6 tim kiém Bing, nhan lai nita t4 két qua. Anh tim thay
mot doan video phat lai c6 san trén C-SPAN*, va xem Taryn Grant mot lan
nita béc phot Porter Smalls.

Lucas goi dién thoai cho Smalls. “Ong da xem Grant chwa?”

“Chua... Mu ta noi gi a? Bat ky diéu gi mu néi sé lam ton hai chinh
mu... Cau da xem toi trong chwong trinh 'CCO' t6i qua chwa?”

“Chura, toi khong biét 1a ngai 1én song. Ngai da noi gi?”

“Tim xem di. N6 1én song khap noi r6i day,” Smalls dap.

“Ctt cho toi biét di, Thugng nghi si.”

Smalls hing giong, r6i néi, “A c6 vai hang truyén théng goi cho tdi
bao rang mot canh sat Tw phap My da tim thdy may than cay dinh vét son
xe mau bac. T6i cho rang vién canh sat ay la cau”.

“Vang, la t6i, cung hai dong nghiép, mot canh sat tredng West
Virginia va mady canh sat dia phwong.”
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“Tét, tot, nhitu nhan chitng ddy. A ma tdi bit dau nhan dwoc nhiéu
cudc goi hon, r6i CNN va mot dai truyén hinh & Washington dé nghi t6i
xuong CCO va phat biéu vai 1di cho ho quay.”

“Ngai c6 n6i Taryn Grant dinh vao chuyén nay khong?”

“Khong, khong néu dich danh. T6i chi néi rang minh ting trdi qua
chuyén nay, nhung do la am sat tréen phim con day la vu am sat that sy, mot
nguoi ban than cha toi bi sat hai. Chang can la thién tai cling biét cach két
noi hai sy kién, va do la diéu t6t, vi ngay nay nhitng ké thién tai khong con
nhiéu trong gidi truyén thong nita.”

“Nhan tién...”

“Ma cac phong vién bat dau héi c6 phai t6i dang budc Taryn Grant t6i
am muu am sat minh khong. T6i bao ro rang ké nao d6 dang c6 am muu
am sat t6i, nhung t6i khong biét han 1a ai. Ho c@ khong ngirng du t6i noi
rang Grant da lam thé, nhung t6i c tra 10i nuwdc doi.”

“Nhung ngai khong hé néi rang Grant khong lam thé?”

“Téat nhién la khong,” Smalls dap, “vi ding thé ma”.

Lucas noi, “Mu ta vira 1én ti vi & day xong va ndi rang ngai bi 1ao suy,
rang ai lam viéc trong Thugng vién cling biét diéu do; rang c6 kha nang khi
vu tai nan xdy ra, ngai dang say rwgu, bdi ngai von ndi tiéng la mot ké
nghién rugu; rang c6 thé ngai da pham toi giét nguwoi bang xe cd, néu ngai
lai xe khi dang say rwgu; va rang cau canh sat quy héa cua ngai dang co
gang budc toi mu ta, va mu ta sé khong chap nhan chuyén do”.

Mot khoang im lang dai. “Mu ta khong noéi thé,” cudi cung Smalls
dap. “Khong han.”

“Xem lai doan video trén C-SPAN ay.”

“Co vé mu phan tng hoi thai qua vdi t6i ay nhi,” Smalls néi.

“Xét theo bdi canh, dé6 khong phai la nhitng gi cac nha phan tich thoi
st hay ndi,” Lucas dap. Anh dang xem kénh CNN. “Ho cho rang ngai da
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lam moi th trir viéc thang thitng budc t0i mu ta c6 am muu giét ngai. Mu
ta sé phan &ng thé nao?”

“To6i khong thé néi minh thay rat tiéc,” Smalls dap. “Gio thi tit ca da
cong khai r6i. Hay chd xem chuyén gi xay ra.”

“Veé chuyén ‘cau canh sat quy hoa’ toi sé khong ngac nhién néu minh
bi sa thai,” Lucas néi.

“Toi thi c6” Smalls néi. “Ngay bay gio c6 gang nhd xem bén nao
dang chiém da s6 phiéu nhé.”

“Oi chét tiét...”

“Tiép tuc thic ép di, Lucas. Cau dang lam rat tot ddy. Néu cau hay bat
ky ai trong Cuc Canh sat Tw phap can giup dd, ctt goi cho t6i.”

LUCAS GOI CHO RUSSELL FORTE. Vtra quay so6 xong anh nghe thay
tiéng go cita. Anh bwdéc qua phong, g& miéng bom gidy khoi 16 mat than,
nhin ra ngoai va thdy gwong mat ciia Rae. Anh mé ctra, vay tay ra hiéu cho
Bob va Rae vao trong phong, ho van dang mac do tap. Khi Forte tra 10i
cudc goi, Lucas hoi, “Anh da xem Grant chwa?”.

“Ali cling xem hét r6i,” Forte dap. “Moi chuyén dang trd nén t6i te.”

“Co vé la du luan thoi,” Lucas néi. “Chung ta c6 dang gap rac ro6i
khong?”

“Kho noi 1am,” Forte n6i. “Toi hong dwgc vai tin. C6 10i don rang FBI
c6 thé mudn néi chuyén vdi ching ta.”

“Chung ta bi ra ria a? Ho ti€p quan cudc diéu tra sao? V@i toi thi
chang sao ca.”

“Um... t6i khong nghi vdy. Vu nady tré thanh vu néng nhét tai
Washington, va anh khong thwong xuyén thay FBI hét tay trén cac vu nong.
T6i vira nhan dwgc cudc goi cia trg ly giam doc - sép cua ching ta, khong
phaéi FBI - truva nay toi sé néi chuyén vdi ong ta.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chung t0i biét lam gi & day bay gio? Pang dinh goi cho anh xin 1énh
kham xét vao chiéu nay.”

“Ctr tir tw da,” Forte néi. “Dé xem sép noi gi da, xem c6 ai xan tay can
thiép khong. To6i chac chan ong ta sé néi chuyén v6i Tong chudng ly... c&
doi xem chuyén gi sé xay ra.”

“Y anh 1a ching t6i nén ndm im sa0?”

“Trong vai gio. Cu treo lén dai twdng niém Washington hay di dau do.
Pong vai du khach di.”

“Pugc r6i. Smalls bao t6i néu anh can ho trg gi, cit goi 6ng ay.”

“Néu can, toi sé bao anh goi cho dng dy,” Forte noi. “Toi khong thé
néi chuyén truc tiép vGi ong dy dugc, nhat la lic nay.”

LUCAS TUONG THUAT LAI CHO Bob va Rae. “Ciing khong t8,” anh
néi. “tinh trang quan liéu 16n x6n, nhung nd gitp ta xua hét bon nay ra
ngoai anh sang.”

“Grant hodc Parrish sé chang doi nao gid tro lic nay dau,” Rae noi.

“Ta khong thé trong dgi ching sé ra tay trwdc,” Lucas néi. “Ching
dang hanh dong thong qua Ritter va Heracles. Mot khi toan bd dam bao chi
xi xam chuyén Whitehead bi giét... c6 thé chiing ta sé gy hodng hot mot
chit. Ching ta c6 thé tan dung sw hot hoang d6.”

“Vay chung ta sé€ lam gi day?” Bob hoi.

CHANG LAM GI CA.

Péng vai du khach trong vai ngay, chd xem dién bién tinh hinh nhw
Forte ggi y. Lién tuc theo doi cac ban tin.

Ho da thtr lam thé nhung khong thanh. Trong khi Lucas di dao quanh
doi Capitol, va ngam nhin Nha Trang, Rae dén phong trung bay nghé thuat
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quoc gia va Bob dén tim kiém tén tudi nguwdi chu trén Dai Twdng niém
Chién tranh Viét Nam. Lic mot gio chiéu ho da quay vé phong Lucas, xem
cuon phim tai liéu rdi rac trén cac kénh thoi sy. Vai phut sau dé, Gladys
Ingram, vi nit luat su lan tredc, goi cho Lucas.

“T6i sap gti qua email cho anh vai dwong lién két day. Anh titng noi
rang dién thoai nay an toan ding khong?”

“An toan hét mitc c6 thé, nhung ba biét...”

“Toi sé gii cho anh mot chudi nhitng con s6. Anh sé can phdi viét
ching ra.”

Lucas ldy but va mot tap gidy ghi chd: Ingram gtti cho anh muwdi tdm
con sO ngau nhién. “Day s6 nay sé m& dugc email t6i giti cho anh. Anh
phai nhap cuc ky chinh xac - chi can anh nhén sai nut, birc thw sé ty dong
x6a. Toi khong nghi rang ching c6 thé can thiép, ngay ca néu chiing nghe
lén chuing ta, nhirng néu anh lwu lai tai liéu thay vi phi tang, sau nay chiing
van c6 thé tiép can dugc. Thé nén hdy in ra mot ban va cat giau that ky.”

“Toi lam ngay day.”

Co6 muoi hai dwong lién két, giong cac thong tin ma Kidd da cung
cap... nhung gio day ching dén tr mot nguon khac. Lucas chép lai tat ca
1én mot t0 gidy sau do xo0a thw di. Néu bat ky nha diéu tra nao hoi lam sao
anh c6 duoc tat ca cac lién két nay, anh da c6 cach tra 1oi.

Hai gid chiéu, Forte goi va théng bao, “To6i, sép cta to6i - ma anh da
gdp roi ay, Gabe O’Conner - va may luat sw cap cao tr FBI mu6n noéi
chuyeén vai anh”.

“O dau thé?”

“Phong hop tai toa nha FBI. Ho sé chi dan anh khi anh dén, ding bon
gio chiéu. Dan theo ca Bob va Rae nhé.”

“Co kha nang gdp rac réi khong?”

“Khong cam thay thé. Giong bién phap phong ngtra hon.”
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LUCAS NOI VOI Bob va Rae rang ho bj triéu tap. Ca ba mat nira tiéng
phong doan chuyén sé xdy ra; bat chap cai néng va do am cao dén ngot
ngat, ho quyét dinh di bo hai dam dén diém hen.

“Chung ta can phai t6 ra chuyén nghiép,” Bob phan déi. “Néu di b,
ching ta sé d6 m6 hoi nhu tam khi dén do.”

Rae nhdn vai. “Nhung lam thé sé cho ho biét chiing ta chang hé lo
lang. Ho nam trong tay tat cd cac hang truyén thong, ching ta cting chang
ngan gi ho. Dai loai thé.”

“Thé nén y co la ching ta sé day lui ho bang mui co thé ay ha?” Bob
héi.

“Di bo?” Rae hoi Lucas. “Hay di xe, va mat mot gio dong ho vat va
tim cho do?”

“BPi bo,” Lucas dap.

HO BAT PAU BI BO liic ba gid chiéu, dirng lai giita dwdng mua may
lon Coca, nghi & Au Bon Pain doi dién tru s& FBI bén kia dwong dé hong
mat, roi dén toa nha, tréng banh bao va kho réo.

“Cai toa nha chét tiét, trong c nhu 1a sdn pham cta tén Joseph Stalin*
cho chét,” Bob gam g, nguwdc nhin 1én tdoa nha Hoover, khi ho sang duwong.

“T6i cho la cau dung,” Rae noi.

BEN TRONG, ho thay Forte va O'Conner dang dgi trong hanh lang cling
mot nhan vién chay viéc vat ctia FBI, ba ngudi cung ho tong ho vao thang
mady lén vai tang, r6i di b0 nam muoi thwdc xuéng maot tién sanh dan vao
phong hop. Ngoai nam nguwdi bon ho véi mét cai ban va may cai ghé, trong
phong chang con gi.

“Ai cling muon la ngwdi dén cudi, nhu thé chiing ta sé biét ai 1a ngwoi
quan trong nhat,” O'Conner néi. Ong ta 1a ngudi lwc ludng, mic bd complet
mau xanh xam v6i so mi tring, tay xach chiéc cip da kiéu cii. Ong ta rit
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mot tap gidy tir trong cdp ra roi néi, “Toi hiéu moi nguwdi cé thé dang mudn
xin 1énh kham xét”.

“Con tuy thudc vao tha tuc xin thé nao,” Lucas noi.

“T6i c6 thé noi trwde ludn. Cac anh dang hiéu chién mot cach than
trong. Hodc than trong mot cach hiéu chién. T6i duwgc biét rang FBI khong
c6 hitng thd muodn lién quan, cho dén khi ho biét ké hitng bung xung la ai.
Co6 mot vai kha nang, bao gom ca ba ngudi cac anh.”

“Tuyeét,” Rae dap.

“Van deé la néu cac anh xtt ly dugc vu nay va chitng minh c6 mot am
muu am sat, thi cac anh sé la niém ty hao day. Néu cac anh lam héng tat ca
thi...” O'Conner vira dinh néi tiép, thi canh ctta bat mé@, sau nguwdi mac
complet buédc vao phong - ba dan 6ng, ba phu nit. Moi ngudi cung bat tay
nhau.

CUQC HOP dién ra trong mot gio dong hd. Lucas tém tit lai cudc diéu tra,
bat dau tr viéc Smalls dé nghi tim kiém chiéc xe tai dang ngd dén viéc
kham pha ra cac suc go. Bé két luan, anh noi rang cac nha diéu tra tai nan
West Virginia dang xem xét mau son, va ho sé cung cdp bang chitng vitng
chac rang day la son tir chiéc Cadillac ctia Smalls.

Mot trong cac dac vu lién bang néi véi Lucas, “Ching toi biét rang
anh c6 moi giao tinh than thiét véi ngai Thwong nghi si”.

“Chung t6i khong han la ban, nhuwng t6i tirng diéu tra mot vu lién quan
dén cudc bau ci gitta Smalls va Grant tai Minnesota hai nam truwée, khi
Grant gianh dwgc ghé tai Thugng vién ctia Smalls,” Lucas néi. “Ngai ay
van nhg t6i tr vu dé nén dé nghi t6i diéu tra m@ rac réi nay. T6i c6 haéi y
kién cac cap trén cia minh tai Cuc Canh sat Tw phéap, ho két luan dé nghi
nay la hop phap va t6i c6 thé tiép tuc diéu tra.”

Forte noi théem, kem mot nu cwoi, “Vi doé la Thugng nghi si Smalls, va
cudc hop kin ctia dang Cong hoa da bo phiéu khéi phuc vi thé vuot trgi ong
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ta nam gitt, trede khi that bai dwéi tay Thugng nghi si Grant”.

“Chung t6i... khong chiu dnh hwéng cta bat ky Thugng nghi si nao,”
mot trong so cac dac vu FBI 1én tiéng.

O'Conner néi, “That sao?”.

Pac vu kia gat dau, noi tiép, “Ping nhuw vay,” nhung khong ai tin.
Tham chi 6ng ta con chang tin twdng chinh minh.

“Tham chi ca Thugng nghi si la nan nhan ciia mot am mwu am sat ro
ranh ranh...”

Mot dac vu khéc, 1an nay la phu nit, tén la Jane Chase, xen vao, “Pay
khong phai ltic ciing nhw 1a cho dé tranh luan vé chuyén anh hwéng”. Ba ta
quay sang Lucas. “Anh cé rat nhiéu kinh nghiém diéu tra an mang cho
Phong Canh sat Minneapolis va Cuc Diéu tra Hinh sy.”

“Cuc Giam sat Hinh sy,” Lucas chinh lai. “Dung. To6i da phu trach
diéu tra khoang chin mwoi vu 4&n mang trong trén dwéi hai muwoi nam. Hau
hét cac vu déu don gian, tuy nhién c6 vai vu... phitc tap hon. T6i da hop tac
chat ché vdi vai dac vu cuaa ba.”

Ba ta gat dau. “Chung toi biét. Pho Giam doc Mallard c6 bao dam cho
anh va khuyén ching t6i nén Iui lai, cho phép Cuc Canh sat Tw phap tiép
tuc dan dat cudc diéu tra nay.”

“Ong 4y that tt t&,” Lucas néi. “Ong dy 1a nguoi thong minh.”

“Pung vay,” Chase dap. Ba ta nhin tat cd cac dac vu con lai quanh
ban. “Con ai c6 van dé gi khi cho phép cadnh sat Davenport cung cac dong
nghiép cda anh ta tiép tuc dan dat cudc diéu tra nay khong, it nhat la vao
thoi diém hién tai?”

Mot trong s6 nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng noi véi Lucas, “Anh sé can phai
hiéu chién mot cach than trong. Nhung hay c hiéu chién nhé”.

Tat cd cac dac vu cung gat dau, O’Conner noi, “Nghe nay cac anh ban,
xin cdm on da ung ho. T6i nghi chiing ta da nhat tri vé chuyén nay...”.

https://thuviensach.vn



Lucas gio mot ngon tay lén. “To6i con hai chuyén nita. Toi hy vong
minh c6 thé dugc FBI gitp sttc. Sé khong can phai ra mat diéu tra dau... trie
phi moi nguwdi muén.”

Tat ca déu hiéu thé nghia la gi, néu la cong trang va khen nggi thi FBI
c6 thé xong ra ngay tién tuyén. Nhuwng néu dé la vat va, la kho khan, ho co
thé bo qua va gia vo nhu rac r6i xdy ra khi minh dang trong quan ca phé,
mua banh Ding Dong.

“Anh c néi di,” Chase ndi, khai dong iPhone dé xem gio rat 16 liéu.
Ngu y, Té6i bdn roi va Téi la nguoi phu trdch & day.

Lucas tém tat rac réi vGi don hang tdm giap swon xe do Inter- Core
Ballistics cung cap cho quan doi va nhitng van dé vdi qua trinh dau thau.
Anh cling trao cho ho cac dwong lién két Internet minh hoa céc rac roi nay.

“T6i nghi moi ngwdi sé thady nan tham nhiing lan rong lién quan dén
cac goi thau - cac si quan quan doi va nhitng ngwdi ho cong tac, mot trg ly
Thuwong vién cap cao, mot nha thau quan sy phu trach ca viéc cung cap linh
danh thué dén cac nwéc ching ta tham chién... tit ca cac chuyén dé. Tham
chi té hon, cac san pham ho cung cdp ma 1€ ra phai bdo vé cho quan doi
chung ta, lai dwgc chitng minh la c6 chat lwgng thap kém,” anh néi véi cac
ddc vu.

Moi nguoi trao nhau nhitng cai nhin khap ban lam viéc, roi Chase 1én
tieng, “Pay sé la chi tiét ching téi c6 thé thdy hitng thd. Nhung anh sé
dugc 1gi gi?”.

“Néu ba c6 thé xem xét nhanh van dé nay, hoi vai cau héi truy ngugc
vé Heracles... thi t6i sé nhan dwgc chit 1gi thé minh can,” Lucas dap. “T6i
c6 thé giai thich rang minh dén dé noi cho ba biét ké nao & Heracles bi ton
thuvong.”

Chase can méi duwdi, thém nhiéu cai liéc mat nita khap ban, r6i ba ta
noéi, “Toi khong thé bat dén xanh cho anh goi y thang cho chiing t6i bat ky
théa thuan nao, nhung t6i sé san long lién tuc cap nhat cho anh nhitng gi
minh c6 thé tim thdy... lién quan tGi Heracles.”
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“T6i vO cung biét on ba,” Lucas néi. “V6 cung.”

“Vo6 cung,” ba ta lap lai, va, “Néu anh ndi doi toi vé thoa thuan nay, tat
nhién sé chang c6 gi la bat hgp phap trong chuyén nay ca”.

“Pung,” Bob noi. “Ching toi biét. Chung téi lam chuyén nay suot

N o»

ma.

Chase li€éc mat sang Bob, tim kiém y mia mai nao d6, nhung guwong
mat Bob thanh thién vo cung. Lai quay sang Lucas, ba ta hoi “Con gi nita
khong?”.

Lucas rut tir trong tii ra mot chiéc USB. Anh day né qua ban vé phia
nit dac vy, ba ta khong cam lay né ngay. “Day la mot doan video. T6i da
xem - ba biét ddy, trén ti vi - rang cac dac vu ctua ba rat gidi x ly anh.
Ching t6i nghi day la doan video quay canh chiéc xe tdi da dam vao
Thuwong nghi s Smalls. Chiing ta c6 thé thiy bién s6, nhung gwong mat ctia
nhitng ké bén trong bi anh phan chiéu cta ctta kinh xe che khuat. Ching
con deo kinh rdm nita. Nhuwng néu ching ta cé thé nhin dwgc, hay cé dugc
bat ky cai gi...”

Chase gat dau. “Chung toi sé xem.”

Quay ra pho, Rae néi, “Nhitng bd complet, nhung khong qua hap dan.
Chung ta thue su ¢6 thé lam dugce gi do”.

“Néu ho biét cach che day khi lam thé,” Bob stra lai.

O'Conner héi, “May ngudi c6 quen biét Pho Giam déc Mallard hay
khong?”.

Lucas dap, “Cé. Chung toi da hgp tac vai vu.”

“Ngay nao day toi sé lang nghe chuyén d6,” O’Conner néi. “Co tin
don la Mallard bi mat cap ke ba Téng chuwdng 1y day.”

“Chuyén ay dang cha y day,” Rae noi.

“R0o rang may ngudi chwa gap ba Tong chwdng 1y roi,” O’Conner noi.
Ong ta néi vé6i Lucas, khi ho ditng dgi xe dén dén O’Conner va Forte. “Hay
nh@, than trong mot cach hiéu chién nhé.”
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Forte: “Hodc hiéu chién mot cach than trong. Co6 gang dirng c6 nham.”
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13

Weather Karkinnen, vg Lucas, dang lai chiéc Audi c6 thé bé mui mau
xanh sam, vao mot budi t6i mua hé dé chiu. Cac cwa kinh xe déu kéo 1én
hét vi c6 khong muon kiéu téc méi bi roi tung.

Mot tii do thwe phdm nam trén ghé hanh khach bén canh. C6 vira lai
xe quay vé nha twr siéu thi Lunds trén dwong Ford Parkway tai St. Paul. Co
c6 dang ngwdi nho nhan, vai gan nhw cham vao canh dwéi cita kinh xe. Co
cam thdy thoai mai khi 1ai xe trén con dwong udn lwgn xudi theo dai 10
Mississippi River; A5 khong phai la chiéc xe hot nhat, nhung lai rat dé 1ai.

Weather dang suy nghi vé lii nhoc, dac biét 1a Sam. Sam dang & tuoi
hoc tiéu hoc, va that té khi nhitng dita tré 16p mot ngay nay c thi thoang
lai danh nhau. N6 khong phdi la diva di bat nat - tat cd gido vién & truong
déu noi thé - ma la diva luén ding 1én bao vé ké yéu, mot vai tro né cuc ky
hao htrc dwgc dam nhan, cling theo 16i cac giao vien. Lucas da noi chuyén
v@i thang bé vé chuyén nay, nhung anh can phai lam nhiéu hon, c6 nghi.

MGt thang nhéc di van trugt bong lot vao chum sang den pha. Weather
can than ngodt xe sang bén dé tranh, roi tiép tuc xudi vé Randolph, van suy
nghi vé Sam, va...

RAM!

Co khong hé thay n6 lao dén.

XE AUDI BI CHIEC Toyota Tacoma cti, dang tang toc khoi diém giao
cat gitta dwong Randolph vGi dai 10 Mississippi River, dam cwc manh.
Chiéc A5 bi vang sang bén dén gan mot mét, canh ctta bi dap nat huwéng
vao trong, toan bo cac tii khi bung ra cing mot luc.

https://thuviensach.vn



Pau Weather va manh vao ctta kinh ghé tai xé khi n6 v& tan, cAic manh
thay tinh gam vao da dau. Pau co lai lao sang bén trai, nhung c6 khong con
nhan thitc dwgc nita vi da bat tinh. Sttc manh ci dap khién Weather bi veo
co, canh ctra bé gay canh tay c6, ép khuyu tay dé manh vao xwong suwon.
Vai xuong bi gdy, mot dau xwong gdy dam vao phdi bén phai.

C6 bon nhan chitng: M6t cap doi ra ngoai di dao budi t6i, dang di bo
trén via he song song voi dai 10; mot sinh vien truong St. Kate, dang quay
vé treong trén xe dap sau khi thay ca tai mot nha hang & Ford Parkway va
mot nguoi di van trugt.

Ca bon nhan chitng déu nhin thay tai xé chiéc xe ban tai, m6t nguoi
dan 6ng to béo mac chiéc do thun ngan tay mau den rong thung thinh, doi
mi bong chay mau vang sang. Han nhdy xudng khéi xe tdi ma chang hé
han gi, chi ding lai mot gidy trong chum sang ti* cot den phia dau xa nut
giao, roi chay vé phia dwong Randolph, sang dwong cho gido duong Aaron
va chay vao mot con hém.

Chang ai nghi dén chuyén dudi bat han. Trong cd mot phit dau tién
sau vu dung xe, ai cling 16ng nga long ngéng, luc tdi tim dién thoai, chay
dén xem xét Weather. Nguoi di van tregt da buong roi van treegt khi tén tai
x€ khudt sau con hém va chay dudi theo han, nhwng khong thdy han dau
nira.

Canh sat St. Paul ctr mot xe tuan tra dén trong hai phut; sau phit sau,
xe cttu thwong dén noi. Weather van dang nam trong xe, hon mé bat tinh.
Khi mot nhan vién y té va mot canh sat giat manh canh cira ghé hanh khach
ra ngoai, luén cang vao trong xe, cat day dai an toan van cai chat trén nguc
Weather, r6i can than dat c6 xudng cang.

Mot lic sau, trén dwong dén bénh vién Regions, nhan vién y té giuc tai
x€, “Lai nhanh 1én anh ban... Hay dwa c6 ay dén do6... Nhanh nita 1én..”.

Mot trung s tuan tra lay tai xach ctia ¢6, md vi ra tim thdy mot chirng
minh thw. Mot canh sat khac lao dén bén anh ta va héi, “Cau c6 biét c6 ay
la ai khong?”.
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Vién canh sat xem bang lai ctia c6. “Weather... Karkinnen.”

“T6i tra ciu bién s6 r6i. Xe nay dang ky tén c6 dy va chong co ay,
Lucas Davenport.”

“Oi troi 0i,” vién trung si n6i. “Nghe ndy - dén ngay BCA, 14y s6 dién
thoai cia Davenport. Néu ho khong c6 thi 1ay s6 cta Del Capslock. Ké cho
anh ta nghe chuyén da xdy ra. Anh ay la ban than cua Davenport.”

“Thé cau lam gi?”
“Goi thém nhiéu xe tdi day. That nhiéu xe vao. Thang cha nay chay
bd; ching ta sé lan theo ddu han du c6 phai mat ca dém.”

LUCAS CHUA BAO GIO LAM VIEC cho canh sat St. Paul, nhung anh da
song & thanh ph6 nay hon hai muwoi nam, danh tiéng vang khap Phong
Canh sat St. Paul. C6 thé anh khong phdi la nguwoi duge yéu thich nhat,
nhing vg canh sat van la vg canh sat.

Vién trung si goi thém nhiéu xe nita dén hién trwong vu tai nan. Cac
canh sat x6i tung khu pho bang nhitng anh dén pin va ch6 nghiép vy, nhung
khong tim dugc tén tai xé. Mac du ho thu dugce xe tai cia han, bang lai 1a
cua mot nguoi co tén la Alice B. Stem. Nha ctia Alice Stem, ¢ phia dong
St. Paul, t6i om va cam ldng. GO ctta nhiéu lan ma chang c6 ma nao tra 10i.
Mot nguwdi hang xém cho biét Stem lam phuc vu tai mot quan bar gan do.
Canh sét tim thay c6 ta & day, dang phuc vu d6é uéng. C6 ta lam viéc & quan
bar nay tir lic bon gio.

Khi dwgc tham van, c6 ta thira nhan s& hitu xe Tacoma. Co ta dung
con xe cii rich nay chd hang gia dung di ban vao cac budi sang thit Nam,
ban d6 lat vat tai phién chg trdi hop vao cac ngay thit Bay. Binh thuong co
ta 1ai chiéc Corolla, dang dau trong bai do xe cua quan bar.

Co ta cling c6 ban trai.

“T6i khong tin ndi Doug lai dung n6 - anh ta c6 1ai dugc dau,” co ta
khai véi vién trung si St. Paul. “Y t6i 1a anh ta l4i duoc, nhung khong duoc
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phép l4i. Lan trwdc anh ta vira ra khoi thanh phé Lino Lakes trong trang
thai say ruou.”

Vién trung si gian dit nhin co ta, va c0 ta noi, “Oi khong..,”.

BA XE CANH SAT quay vé nha Alice Stem. C6 ta cho ho vao va cling
phat hién Douglas Garland Last trong ga-ra, chét ngo6i trén mot cai ghé van
phong mua & chg troi. Trén dau anh ta c6 16 dan, mot khau 38 nam lan léc
trén san canh tay anh ta, cung chiéc mi bong chay Iowa Hawkeyes mau
vang sang. Vién trung si goi tat ca moi nguwoi tdi. Moi viéc dugc thyc hién
tai phong giam dinh phap y, Last dugc phat hién c6 nong do con trong mau
la 2.1, gdp doi giGi han cho phép.

Van chuyén xwa nhw diém. Goi Hoi Ba me phan doi lai xe khi say xin.
Mot lan nita. Lam thé cling chang thay doi dwoc gi - Douglas Last chwra bao
gio’ lam dugc gi tot dep.

Ho con tim thay Capslock tridc ca Last. Anh ta biét chinh xac Lucas
dang ¢ dau.

LUCAS NGOI trén giwvong, dang lat trang mot cudn sach rach nat vé tho
haiku* caa My, thi Del lién hé v6i anh.

Del chdang buén vong vo. “Tr0i oi, Weather vira gdp tai nan giao
thong. Co6 dy dang trén duong dén Regions. Bi thwong nang lam. TG dang
trén dwong tGi, nhung t6t hon cau nén quay vé di.”

Tim dap nhv trong don, Lucas ditng bat ddy, qud tay tim quan. “Pa
xdy ra chuyén gi? O dau? Té dén mitc nao? Del...”

“Co ay bi dam trén dai 16 Mississippi River, cach nha cau hai khu phé.
Tén tai xé& bo chay roi, nhung ho giit lai xe tai cia han. Té chi biét thé thoi.
Sé goi lai cho cau...”

Song lung Lucas lanh toat. Anh phai quay vé do.
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Quay lé tan két no6i anh vdi dich vu cho thué chuyén tai san bay Dulles
International. Anh cho ho biét s6 thé tin dung, néu dich danh tén Thugng
nghi s Smalls. Nhan vién diéu hanh néi rang anh c6 thé rdi di ngay sau khi
xac minh thé. Anh lai goi cho lé tan nho dat taxi, thay quan 4o, nhét vao ba
16 bo phu kién du lich thiét yéu, tat ca dién thoai, may tinh va may quay,
kiém tra nhanh khap phong dé chac chan minh khong quén thit gi, roi lao ra
ctra. Tai quay lé tan, anh dan nhan vién khach san giit phong cho anh, rang
anh sé quay lai nhung khéng néi ré6 khi nao, Bob hodc Rae mudn dung
phong thi c¢ dé ho vao.

Trong sudt chuyén di dai bon mwoi phit t6i san bay Dulles, anh goi
cho Bob thuat lai chuyén da xay ra.

“T6i khong biét cu thé tinh trang c6 ay thé nao, nhung tir nhitng gi
nghe dugc thi c6 ay da bi thwong. T6i sé phai vang mat mot thoi gian. Hai
cau ct ¢ lai. Khi nao quay vé, toi sé thong bao sau... néu téi quay ve.”

Tiép theo anh goi cho con gai Letty, tai Stanford. Anh ké cho con bé
nhitng gi nghe dugc tv Del, con bé dap, “Con dang vé day. Sé goi lai cho
bd sau”.

Anh goi cho Del, anh ta dap, “T¢ dang & Regions, chwra n6i chuyén
duwgc véi bac si, tat ca déu dang cham soc co6 dy. Ma c6 ay con s6ng nhé.
Cac nhéan vién y té dwa c6 ay tdi ndi rang khi dén day c6 ay dang hon mé.
T& tim dwgc mot ngwdi ban cua vg td, nhd nguwdi do dé y réi.” Vo cua Del,
lam y ta tai Regions, khong c6 ca lam viéc khi Weather dugc dua tGi. “Cac
vét thwong trén dau Weather dang chdy mau, nhung ho cho rang so co ay
khong bi ton thwong, do la tin tét. Tuy nhién phoi c6 ay bi thing, mot canh
tay bi gdy. Ho sé tién hanh chup cdng huwdng tir sau khi c6 ay 6n dinh. Hién
c6 dy chua can phdi truyén mau, theo t¢ cling 1a mot tin tot nita... Pén gio
t¢ méi biét dugc vay thoi.”

“Té dang trén duwong ra san bay,” Lucas n6i. “Phia tén tai x€ kia chiing
ta co tin gi chwa?”
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“Van chua biét thém gi vé han. TG dang goi cho ban bé & St. Paul; t&
biét ho da ct canh sat tuan tra tim kiém han & cac vung lan can. Ho bao
thang cha nay chay vugt bién bao dirng tai dwong Randolph va dam ngang
swon xe cua co ay. Pén gio td chi biét c6 vay thoi, nhung t6 sé cd gang hét
sttc cap nhat thong tin. Khi 1én may bay nhé bao té biét gid ha canh - t& sé
gdp cau @ Humphrey.”

LETTY GOI LAI khi xe taxi cia Lucas sap dén Dulles. “Con dang trén
chuyén bay dém tir san bay San Francisco lic muoi gio, noi chuyén &
Denver. D6 la chuyén bay duy nhat con tim duwgc. Con sé thué xe dé dén
Minneapolis. Hen gip b6 sdng sém mai. Oi, me sao roi ha b6?”

Lucas ké lai cho con bé thong tin Del cung cap, sau dé xe dwa anh dén
san bay. Con bé dap, “b6 nhé bédo trong nhé”.

CHIEC MAY BAY THUONG MAI NHO c6 hai phi cong, khong c6 tiép
vién. Phi c6ng noi, “Pugc biét rdng vg ngai vira gdp tai nan; ching toi rat
lay lam tiéc. Chiing t6i sé dwa ngai t6i dé nhanh hét sitc cé thé.”

Lucas gat dau, that day an toan va may bay cat canh.

Anh da xem nhiéu phim cé canh ngudi ta goi dién khi may bay dang
bay, nhung anh khong cam noi dién thoai 1én nita. Hai tiéng sau, may bay
ha canh tai san bay Humphrey ¢ Minneapolis - St. Paul International. Del
dang doi anh.

“Cau biét dugc thém gi ro6i?” Del hoéi, sau khi Lucas loang choang
budc trén con duong trai nhya.

“Cha biét gi ngoai nhitng gi cau da ké - t& khong dam s& vao dién
thoai khi dang bay.”

“Co ay con song. Da lay lai dwgc phan nao y thic...”

“Y cau la thé quai nao vay?” Lucas gang hoi. “Phan nao?”
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“Cac bac si noéi rang tinh trang ndo hién gio cta c6 ay la binh thudng
d6i véi nhitng ca chan dong. Mot canh tay ctia c6 ay bi gay.

Phéi bi thung khi céi gi dé... minh khong biét nita, c6 thé la xwong
swon... dam thing no, tuy nhién hai 14 phoi da hoat dong trd lai r6i. Nhiéu
Xuwong swon cua co ay bi gay, c6 vét bam tim rat nang, nhung hai canh tay,
hai cang chan, mwoi ngén tay, muwdi ngén chan déu civ dong duge. Co dy cod
thé qua dugc, nhung sé phai chiu dau dén trong vai tuan. Hodc vai thang.”

Lucas cam thay hon da tdng dwoc nhac khoi hai vai minh. “Té phai
goi cho Letty,” anh néi. “Gi0 nay chac con bé dén Denver r6i.”

“Té phai noi cho cau biét vé tén tai xé.”

“Ho tom duwoc han roi a?”

“Gan nhu thé.”

“Me kiép, Del.”

“Han chét ro6i. Han vira ra khoi thanh phé Lino Lakes trong tinh trang
say reegu lan thit nam. Lan tredc, han da c6 gang bang qua dai phan cach va
lam bi thwong hai nguwdi,” Del néi. “Han mat mot nam diéu tri. Té doan han
chwa dwoc diéu tri triét dé vi han vira méi ra vién duwge mét thang théi.”

Lucas chang con biét néi gi, ngoai trir, “Cau ciling c6 biét déch gi dau.”

HAI NGUOI di dén vao bénh vién Regions liic hai gi’ sing. Weather dang
nam trong phong hoi sitc tich cwc, noi ngwoi than dén tham khong dugc
vao, tuy nhién xét dén hoan canh ctia Lucas va thyc té€ Weather ciing 1a bac
si, ho 14y ra hai cai ghé phia sau cac tdm réem ICU quanh giwong co.

Khi Lucas bwdc tdi dang sau tdim rém, anh chi muén dirng lai va khoc.
Po6i mat Weather tuy md, nhung giwong mat c6 bam tim khang khiép, sac
tim phu kin toan bé bén ma trai. C6 c6 bo trong mot cai khung, bang bé bt
quan quanh canh tay trai. Hai tii dich dang treo trén gid canh givong, véi
cac ong nho chay ngoan nghéo luon vao canh tay c6; mot cai 6ng khac thoi
ra t* dudi dém, thai nwéc tiéu vao mét cai tdi treo bén giwong.
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Ban than Lucas c6 vai lan titng phdi nam trong khu nay, va anh cam
ghét cai mui ctia n6, cai mui ma anh cé thé nhan ra ngay vao bat ky lic nao,
¢ bat ky dau: sy pha tron cia mui dong ctia mau, cua thit 6i, ctia nuwéc tiéu,
vai loai thudc sat trung, va thit ma anh cho la i-6t, thit mui kinh khing anh
van con nhé dugc tr tudi tho day séng gié ctia minh.

Anh ngo6i do, reén ngudi sang phia Weather, nam 14y tay c6 va lam
bam, “Co anh day r6i”. Anh khong hé cdm thdy co siét chat ban tay anh,
nhung doi mat c6 cit dong vé phia anh. C6 ndi, qua lan m6i mong nhw to
gidy, “Cé phai em bi tai nan khong?”.

Mot y ta ditng sau Lucas thi tham, “Chi ay cit héi thé sudt”.

Lucas néi vi Weather, “U, nhung em sé 6n thoi. Cac bac si ndi em
dang lam rat tot”.

Weather nham mat lai va dwong nhu lai lim di. Lucas nam chat tay vg.
Vai phit sau, c6 lai mé mat, hodng hot quay sang anh r6i lai héi, “Co6 phai
em bij tai nan khong?”.

CoO hoi nhw thé thém ba lan nita. Sau lan thi ba Lucas cam tay co bd
vao trong chdn r6i budc ra ngoai rem, nhan mot y ta di ngang qua, “T6i can
néi chuyén vdi bac si cia c6 ay”.

“Ong ay dang & day, t6i sé di goi.”

Del van dang doi ngoai hanh lang. Anh ta bwdc 1én va hoi Lucas,
“Xdy ra chuyén gi thé?”.

“T6 phai ndi chuyén v6i bac si.”

Hai phiit sau 6ng bac si xudt hién, tay cam theo chiéc iPad. Ong ta c6
dang nguoi cao, manh khanh, deo cap mat kinh gong thép trén cai mii
khodm, mdc 4o bo-lu trang, quan dai xam. “Anh Davenport phai khong?”
Ong ta héi, nhin sang Del 16i néi, “Anh Capslock, rat vui dwgc gip lai
anh”.

“Co ay sé khong sao cht?” Lucas hoi.
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“Vang. Gan nhu thé,” bac si dap, quay sang Lucas. “Cac thwong tich
rd rang bén ngoai da x ly xong roéi. Van dé bé ngo bay gio la chan thwong
& c0, ma chung t6i khong thé danh gia day da dwgc cho dén khi c6 thé néi
chuyén véi c6 ay. Chan thwong & dau co6 vé la chan dong tir nhe dén nang.”

“Co dy ctt lién tuc héi c6 phai minh bi tai nan khéng.”

“Pung la cé chuyén dé. Co thé co dy gap phai hdi chitng mat tri nhé
tam thoi nao dé, co thé né sé mat di hoac khong bao gid khoi. Co dy co thé
mat di ky rc vai phat treéc vu va cham hodc phan con lai cia ngay, hoac c6
ay c6 thé mat di chut ky @c sau do6 14y lai dwgc. Hodc c6 thé c6 ay chang
mat di chat ky c nao ca.”

“Piéu quan trong la gi?”

“Piéu quan trong la co ay sé 6n. Co chinh la van dé khién t6i lo lang
nhat - nhung cling c6 thé chang c6 van dé gi hét. Chung t6i thay cac co bap
hai bén c6t song bi swng vai cho, tirc la c6 dy sé phai chiu dau dén. Con
nhitng gi cu thé hon thi ching t6i van chwa ro.”

“Khi nao thi bac si biét ro duwgc?”

“Dy doadn chinh xac nhat ha? Mai di. T6i hy vong sau khi c6 ay ngu
vai gidc that ngon, co ay sé noi chuyén dwoc, va cé thé lam vai xét nghiém
dé c6 cau tra 10i thoa dang.”

“T6i c6 thé lam gi cho c6 dy khong?” Lucas hai.

“Khong nhiéu dau. Thit c6 ay can nhat 1a dugce nghi ngoi. Mot chuyén
thoi - va day chinh la diéu kho6 khan nhat déi vdi cac bac si - tam tri cia c6
ay cling can dugc nghi ngoi. Khong dugc mang bao chi vao cho c6 ay doc,
ca may tinh bang hodc laptop cling khong duwgc. Co ay sé con phai nam day
vai ngay, tham chi ching t6i con khong cho c6 ay xem ti vi. Nao bd cua co
dy can dugc yén tinh. V&i nhitng nguwoi nhw c6 dy thi diéu nay rat khé. Co
ay c6 thé cam thay rat buoén chan.”

“Budn chan la t6t,” Lucas noi. “Chung toi c6 thé x ly dwoc.”

“Ho toan néi vay ddy,” bac si n6i, kém theo mot nu cudi. Ong ta quay
sang Del. “Gio anh thay sao r6i?”
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“TOi trd lai lam viéc ro6i, nhwng van con dau,” Del dap. “Khong chay
nhanh duvoc niva.”

“Sé phai mat thoi gian day,” bac si dap. “Van rén luyén thé duc déu
chi?”

“Khi nao t6i c6 thé...” Del lang tranh anh mat ctia bac si.

“Hay lam viéc lién tuc vao. Moi gio. Chét tiét, Capslock a...”

“R0i 101, t6i biét r6i,” Del noi.

Bac si quay sang Lucas. “T6i ti€p nhan Capslock sau may chuyén
phiéu lru cta anh ta dwéi El Paso. No6i that véi anh, anh ta con dau dén hon
Weather nhiéu. Nhung nhin anh ta by gio xem.”

Lucas: “T6i c6 phai lam thé khong?”

“Toi biét 1a rat kho.”

Del quay ra xe trong khi Lucas van ng6i sau tam rém cung Weather.
Del trao cho Lucas mot tdi mua sam bang nhya. “T¢ da dén Bames &
Noble trong khi chd may bay dén,” anh ta néi. “May to tap chi. Cau ng t@
bay mwoi bay do day.”

“Bac si noi t6 khong dugc cho ¢ ay xem béo.”

“Danh cho cau ma,” Del néi. “Dao té nam & day, ba xa gan nhu phat
dién vi buon chan. Troi a, cau thir ng6i do va nhin trirtng tritng nhau xem,
r6i ¢ thi thodng, mot dong nwdc tiéu lai chdy vao tdi. Tut hét cad cam xuc.”

“C doc bao di,” bac si noi.

LUCAS NHAN LAY tii d6 roi bao Del vé nha. “Tui minh cé phat dién
cling chang lam duwgc gi.” Khi Del buéc xa roi, Lucas goi vGi theo,”Nay,
cau tuyét lam”.

Del vay tay, sau d6 Lucas quay lai ng6i sau tam rém. Mot gidy sau
Weather mé mat r6i héi, “Cé phai em bi tai nan khéng?”.
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Lucas dap, “Pang”. C6 lai nham mat, anh chon mét to tap chi Outside
bat dau doc twr trang cudi.

Co lai hoi, lai hoi roi lai héi - “Co phdi em bi tai nan khong?” - va sau
lan cubi cung, Lucas noéi, “Pung,” va c6 hoi, “Co ai bi thwong khong? Em
cO dam phai ai khong?”.

Lucas budng roi t& bao. “Oi trdi oi, em tré lai roi. Dirng di dau nhé,
anh sé goi y ta.”

NAO BO WEATHER hoat dong binh thuong trd lai. Co hoi anh hang tram
cau hoi, va ¢6 van tiép tuc hoi khi Letty day tim rém sang bén, nhin thay
guwong mat bam tim ciia Weather va buot miéng, “Lay Chda t6i”.

“Pung nhitng gi em mong dugc nghe t mot sinh vién dai hoc,”
Weather noi. “Lay Chua toi.”

Letty quay sang Lucas. “Trong me té that, nhirng me van nghiém khac
v&i con thé nay thi chwa té 1am dau.”

Lucas noi, “Me khong khoe dau. Me bi dau rat nhiéu day, va sé con
kho chiu trong vai tuan”.

“Thé con thang khén da dam me thi sao a?” Letty hoi. Con bé la thiéu
nit cao léu nghéu, c6 mai téc den va doi mat den tuyét dep.

“Han chét r6i,” Lucas dap. “Ty sat bang sung. Han c6 ca mot bang dai
t0i danh 1ai xe khi say xin, lan trudc vira ra tu xong.”

“Tot,” Letty néi. “Cang dd kho chiu cho con khi phai giét han.”

Weather néi, “Letty, can phai cho con tham gia mot khoa tri liéu
nghiém tic day”.

LUC BAY GIO, Weather chim vao gidc ng, y ta néi ring c6 dy sé ngti mot
lic. “Chuing t6i gap nhiéu ca chan dong & day lam. Chi dy kiét stc r6i, c6
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kha nang chi dy sé ngt dén tria hodc mudn hon. T6t hon hét la hai bé con
cling nén vé ngu di.”

Ca hai déu kién quyét mudn & lai, nhuwng nit y ta r6i sau do la bac si
déu xua ho ve.

Hai cha con cung quay lai vao budi tra, cho du Weather phai dén hai
gi0 chiéu mdi tinh va doi dung laptop. “Em biét hét vé nhitng con chan
dong va em khong muon xem lwét lwét. Em chi can thong bao cho cac bénh
nhan...”

“Co nguoi lo hét moi chuyén r6i,” Lucas néi. “Em khong dwgc s
dung laptop cho dén khi bac si cho phép.”

“Thé bay gio em biét lam gi? Nam yén day cho dén khi thanh ké ngd&
ngan a?”

“Chinh x4c,” Letty dap. “Va lai, nguoi ta sap tong cé bd con con ra
khoi day roi, dé lam mdot dong xét nghiém cho me. R6i me sé ban dén gio
an toi.”

HAI NGAY TIEP THEO cta Lucas la sy hoa tron giita cang thing va budn
chan. Xuwong song cua Weather cé vé 6n, nhung co bi cang co & vai noi trén
cd, nguwc va xudng swon va sé phdi lam ban véi nep ¢6 mot thoi gian...
“MGt thoi gian” mang y nghia that mo ho. Co khong thé ho hay cuwdi ma
khong thdy dau ddn, canh tay bi gdy nhic nhéi nhung cd néi minh cé thé
lam ngo di duogc.

“Co khong thé ctt dong dugc khién em phét dién. Mat em dau nhiic,
phai nhin xung quanh ma khong dwogc ctr dong dau. Khong thé doc duoc gi
mai la toi té...”

LETTY BAT PAU NOI dén chuyén quay vé California vi cac 16p hoc sip
khai giang trd lai, Weather néi rang con bé c6 thé di. Letty muén dugc thay
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Weather vé nha.

Lucas duva Sam va Gabrielle dén tham Weather moi budi chiéu. Co6 bat
dau chu trinh ngd mudn vao budi sang, ngu tria vao budi chiéu va thitc ca
dém cung anh. C6 quyét dinh sé khong quay lai lam viéc trong it nhat sau
tuan, c6 kha nang 1a hai thang.

Ngay thit sdu ké tir vu tai nan, hai vg chéng thitc dém néi chuyén dén
tan hai gio sang. Lucas, con ci dém, van chwa hé nghi ngoi tir khi vé nha,
danh thém mot tiéng nita dé doc sach. Tam gid sang hom sau, anh dang ngu
binh yén thi c6 tiéng go ctra. Letty goi, “B6 0i?”.

Anh vat va ngoi day, “Gi day?”.

“Co ba nay mudn gap bo,” Letty noi.

“Cai gi co?”

“Co ba nay dén mudn gap bo. Con gap ba ay trong bép. T6t hon bo
nén xuong di.” Giong ndi cta Letty ngu y day la chuyén quan trong.

Lucas cam thdy nhw vira linh phai nhat bua ta vao dau. “Phu nit a? Ba
ta muon gi?”

“T6t hon b6 nén xudng di,” Letty nhac lai.

Con bé quay ra hanh lang di xuéng nha. Lucas ng6i ddy, tim quan bo
va 4o thun dé mac vao. Anh chang buon di giay, theo Letty ra hanh lang
xuong nha.

NGUOI PAN BA dang ch¢ trong bép trong nhu dan ti nan tir Ukraina hoi
mot nam sau Thé chién. Ba ta lun tit, mai t6c xam c6 thé da tirng c6 thud
hoe vang; c6 thé tam bady muoi tudi; va béo phi. Ba ta dang mac chiéc 4o
mua ré tién, cho du ngay hom nay troi nang va dm ap, mot tay ba ta cam
chiéc tdi xach nhya. D€ hoan tit birc tranh, trén dau ba ta quang chiéc khan
trum cta phu nit Nga thdi xwa. Tt nguwdi ba ta phang phat mua rau bap cai
va xuc xich, hodc trong ba ta c6 vé sé toat ra thit mui ay. Ba ta trong c6 vé
kiét strc.
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Letty ding canh ba ta. Lucas hoi, “T6i c6 thé gitip gi cho ba?”.

Ba ta xua xua tay, roi néi, “T6i la Mary Last. Thang con t6i la Douglas
Last, ké ma canh sat cho rang da lai xe gdy tai nan cho vg anh. Nhung
thang bé khong lam thé”.

Lucas nhin Letty, roi néi, “T6i khong nghi 1a...”.

Letty: “Bo nghe ba ay n6i da.”

Lai tong giong dy cua con bé, Lucas quay sang Mary Last, r6i hdi,
“Tai sao anh ta lai khong lam thé?”.

“Thang Douglas n6 uéng nhiéu lam,” Mary Last n6i. “T6i da cd gang
khuyén bao né. N6 hut thudc ngay tir hoi hoc trung hoc. Ngay nao né ciing
an thit bam véi pho mat. Tritng va thit lon mu6i xong khéi vao budi sang,
thit bAm vé6i pho mat hodc pizza Y thi &n ca ngay. Ca bay gid ciing vay. N6
khong bao gio tap thé duc. N6 béo i va mac bénh tim. Cac bac si bao rang
néu con khong thay doi thi n6 sé chét trong vong mét nam, c6 thé 1a hai.
Nhung n6 khéng nghe. B6 an chinh 1a ma tiy d6i v6i nd. No la thang
nghién an. Oi con t6i, n6 khong thé chay néi ba muwoi mét, thé nhung canh
sat lai ndi rang n6 chay nhanh dén néi khong ai dudi kip va trén thoat.
Thang bé khong thé lam dwgc thé. Khong thé nao. Anh di héi bac si cia né
ma xem.”

Letty sau nay ké v6i Weather rang Lucas c6 thé da n6i mot ti trong so
ngan tir dé dap lai. Nhung lic d6 anh cam thay thé giéi xung quanh quay
cuong. Mot chuyén twdng chirng don gian va t6i té bong choc héa thanh
cuc ky phtc tap va tham chi con té hon.

Anh nhin ba gia tredc mat, r6i thot 1én, “Khon kiép that”.
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Kinh nghiém hon hai muwoi nam lam cdnh sat gitip Lucas biét ba ta
dang noi that, ngay sau khi nghe moi chuyén tir miéng ba ta, rang vu tai nan
ctia Weather dugc dan dyng dé ép Lucas roi khéi Washington va con trai
ctia Mary Last da bi giét. Lucas phaéi kiém tra lai nhung anh tin chac minh
dang.

Lucas da & thanh ph6é D6i duwgc hon mdét tuan nhwng khéng néi chuyén
gi v&i Smalls ké tr vu tai nan. Anh chi giti cho 6ng ta mot email ké chuyén
xdy ra. Smalls trd 16i ngan gon, “Ci¢ cham séc vo di”.

Sau khi tién Mary Last, Lucas goi cho Smalls bang dién thoai dung
mot lan. Khi Smalls tra 16i, Lucas ti gigi thiéu r6i néi, “Cho ngai c6 an
toan khong?”.

“C6, nhung khong co gi...”

“Thuwong nghi si, toi nghi Weather cling bi chinh tén da phuc kich ngai
va Whitehead tdn cong. T6i cho rang chung lgi dung mot ké cé tién an lai
xe khi say xin, Douglas Last, sau dé giét chét anh ta. T6i c6 day du ly do dé
tin nhw thé. Bon sat nhan van san tim chuing ta, rat tich cwe, va ching c6 thé
dang & ngay trong thanh pho P6i nay.”

Smalls khong tra 10i ngay, cho du Lucas c6 thé nghe thdy tiéng 6ng ta
thé. Cudi cung: “To6t nhat la t6i sé di vang mot thoi gian. T6i phai quay lai
sau thoi gian Quoc hoi ngting hop, nhung lic nay...”

“Pirng noi véi toi ngai dinh di dau. Pirng no6i vai bat ky ai. Ngai biét
cach dung dién thoai dung mot lan khong?”

“Tat nhién.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Nhirng tén nay rat thong minh. Vu trude toi lam, di dong cua t6i bi
mot bon nghién lan theo - gid ai cling thao cong nghé. Ngai mua lay hai cai
di, giti mot cai cho Kitten thong qua FedEx, dirng goi cho bat ky ai trir c6
ay, ding goi vi bat c viéc gi khac trir viéc c6 lién quan dén cb dy. To6i
khong nghi chiing c6 thé pha duwgc dau - cling khong dé ma. Toi da thiét 1ap
mot duwong day riéng vdi co ay ro6i, chung ta c6 thé duyét lai bat ky diéu gi
da noi v6i nhau.”

“T6i nay t0i sé roi di,” Smalls n6i. “Cau c6 quay vé Washington hay
khong?”

“Toi phai ban vGi Weather trwéc da. Con phai thué vai nguoi ¢ lai
cham so6c c6 ay cho dén khi vu nay xong.”

KET THUC CUOC GOI véi Smalls, Lucas goi cho Mitchel White, bac si
phap y hat Ramsey, ké cho 0ng ta nghe nhitng gi me cta Last da noi, roi
héi, “Anh c6 kiém tra tim anh ta khong?”.

“Co6. Anh ta bi suy tim xung huyét man tinh. Nhung Lucas nay, diéu ki
la 1a mot vién dan xuyén qua dau anh ta, nhwng phat sing lai cach dau mot
phan.”

“Cac nhan chitng noéi rang anh ta nhdy xuéng xe sau vu tai nan, chay
lao xu6ng pho réi ngodt vao mot con hém,” Lucas néi.

“MG6t thang nhoc mudi sdu tudi dudi theo anh ta nhung khong thiy
dau nita.”

“To6i khong biét chuyén do6,” White dap. “Ai cling tap trung vao vét
thwong do dan ban. Nhung tdi c6 thé dam chac véi anh, anh ta khong thé
chay dén bat ky dau hét. Ly do chi c6 mot, anh ta nang dén hon mot ta, hai
chan nhu hai 6ng say boc ngoai bang thit lgn mudi xéng khoi, qua tim thi
nhw mot miéng thach ay.”
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LUCAS GOI THEM MOT CUOC NUA, cho mot ngudi ban cii nhd gitip
do.

Anh goi cho Roger Morris, tai Pon vi Trong an St. Paul, cho anh ta
biét suy nghi ctia minh. “Oi trdi oi. Pwoc roi, tdi dang phu trach vu dé
day,” Morris n6i. “Vu nay khong nén duwgc chuyén qua cho ching t6i. Toi
chwa tirng nghe mot 10i nao vé tim cta anh ta.”

Khi Lucas va Letty dén bénh vién, Catrin Mattson, mdc 4o SO mi
khoac ngoai mau trang rong thung thinh dé che di khau sing, dang ngoi
trén chiéc ghé canh givong Weather, doc rat to mot bai dang trén bao vé
nhitng do6i giay. Virgil Flowers ngoi lot thom trong chiéc ghé thi¢ hai, déi
ung cao b6i nam phia cudi givong ctia Weather.

Khi Lucas buéc vao, Mattson n6i v6i Weather, dang nham nghién mat,
“Tén ngdc dén roi kia. Ca co con gai cyc ky xinh dep cta chi nita”.

Weather néi, “Ching ta gid c6 hai ké ngoc trong phong. Chao con
gai”.

Lucas hon 1én mo6i Weather, hon 1én tran Mattson roi néi vdi co, “Hai
nguwoi dén day nhanh thé,” va véi Flowers, “Cau lam cai quai gi & day thé
ha?”.

“Lén dén ngam co6 con gai cuc ky xinh dep cia sép,” Flowers dap.
“Phan con lai thi sép lo di, toi chang quan nita dau.”

Letty budc dén sau lung Flowers bat dau xoa bop vai cho anh ta. “Anh
ding la nam tinh,” c6 bé néi. “Tham chi vai anh cling co bap cuén cudn
ntra.”

“Puong nhién,” Flowers dap. “Anh cham séc ching né hoi kinh day,
dé danh nhitng khi can. Oi cha. D& chju qu4.”

Mattson nhin canh nay chi biét cwdi kho, nguwée 1én nhin Lucas. “Rose
Marie da néi chuyén véi giam doc, ong ta 1ap tirc phé chuan cho t6i nghi
phép trong co tam giay.”

Rose Marie Roux la sép Bo An toan Cong cong* va la ban cii cta
Lucas. Ba ta la nguoi anh da goi dién xin gitp d&, dé nghi rdng néu
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Mattson dong y, co dy sé dwgc nghi phép khan cdp dén trong chirng
Weather.

Mattson lam viéc cho Cuc Giam sat t0i pham cua bang, co quan cii
cta Lucas, cling nhu Flowers, va co6 dy hiéu Weather rat r6. Tay giam doc
bao cdo truc tiép cho Roux, va khéng bao gio dam phan doi bat ky goi y
nao cua ba ta.

Bo tri thé 1a tam xong.

BAT GAP nu cuoi khé ctia Mattson, Lucas nghi, Hum. Catrin co lé da dut
[6t cho Virgil réi. Anh xua y nghi nay réi néi, “Trong bao lau...?”.

“Ho bdo t0i c ¢ lai day dén lic nao thich thi vé,” Mattson dap, “du
day khong phai kiéu cong viéc tam thoi cta t6i”.

“T6i biét, nhung chuyén nay phitc tap lam,” Lucas néi. “T6i da dé
nghi co vi c6 c6 thé x ly dugc”.

“Toi cling xr ly duwge ma,” Flowers noi.

Lucas: “Phai, nhung tdi chi lo d6 chwa phdi la tit ca nhitng gi cau xw
ly.”

Letty trgn tron mat, roi néi, “Lay Chua t6i”. .

Weather: “Vi chang ai néi cho t6i nghe chuyén gi dang xay ra, thé sao
gio khong ké cho tat ca moi nguwdi cung nghe di?”

“Chuyén dién ro lam a,” Letty dap. “Nhung cé vé ching ta tirng thay
ké con dién hon nhiéu.”

LUCAS KE TOAN BO CAU CHUYEN, hai ngudi phu nit im ling ling
nghe. “Y anh muén néi ho da suyt giét chét Weather dé da anh ra khéi vu
nay,” Mattson noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pung. Hodc ching dang am muu giét c6 ay hodc chi lam c6 dy bi
thwvong du nang dé ép toi quay vé day, tdi khong biét nira,” Lucas noi.

“Chung san sang giét chét me em, giong nhuw ban géai cia Smalls,”
Letty néi. “Chung da xudng tay tan bao véi anh chang tén Last d6.”

“Pung vay,” Lucas noi. V&i Mattson: “Dé 1a ly do t6i can mot ai do
that gioi & day. Bon nay la dan chuyén nghiép. Ching giét nguoi dé kiém
song.”

“Chiang lam bay nhuw thé vai lan ro6i,” Weather nhan xét. “Giét hut
Smalls, sat hai ban géai 6ng dy. R6i c6 gang danh Gp anh nhung khong
thanh...”

“Nhung cé vé ching sé thanh cong véi em, néu me cua Last khong
dén tim anh,” Lucas noéi. “Canh sat St. Paul cho biét vu ay chac chan la ty
sat. Nhu thé anh ta ngoi dé, ndc can mdt chai vodka réi gio sung lén va
bum. Tham chi khau stng con thudc quyén s& hitu ctia ban gai anh ta,
chang c6 dau van tay cta ai khac ngoai chinh anh ta.”

“Thu vi ddy,” Flowers noi.

Letty ndi, “Vang. Gan nhv xitng dang dé theo dudi day a”.

“Khong, khong, khong,” Weather dap. “Con phai quay lai treong. Va
Lucas, khi nao thi anh quay vé Washington?”

“Con phu thudc vao em,” Lucas dap.

“Em nghi ngay mai bac si sé cho em xuat vién thoi, néu em hita nam
yén trén givong thém hai ngay nita. Catrin sé dan em di xung quanh, Helen
c6 thé gidi quyét duge chuyén ¢ nha va may ditra nhéc... con anh thi phai
gidi quyét vu nay.”

“Anh sé dgi dén khi em vé nha,” Lucas néi. “Nhung ding - anh phai
quay lai. Nhitng ké nay can phai dwgc don sach.”

“Nhitng ké nay can phai bi ban, chiing dang bi thé,” Letty n6i. Con bé
cung Mattson dap tay vao nhau. Flowers chi ngoi d6 nhwdng may.
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LUCAS KEO Mattson sang mot bén truede khi anh roi bénh vién: “Téi can
phai chac chan c6 thdy 6n véi chuyén nay.”

“Weather la mot nguwdi ban tot. Co dy da gitp toi rat nhiéu sau... van
dé cuta t6i,” Mattson dap.

“Thé m6t ngan do mot ngay thi sao?” Lucas héi.

“Lucas, no khong...”

“Phai day,” Lucas néi. “Co dugc nghi phép, con t6i thi cé tién. Chang
phai tot sao?”

“Con hon ca tot nita co,” Mattson dap. “T6i sé lam mién phi.”

“T6i hiéu. That tuyét vai tat ca ching toi rang ¢6 khong phai lam thé.”

MATTSON QUAY VAO TRONG vé6i Weather, Lucas va Letty roi khoi
bénh vién cing Flowers. O bai db xe, Flowers néi, “Sép can bat cit ci gi,
clt goi t6i. Bat ct cai gi. T6i c6 thé ludon ludon cé thoi gian cho sép. Néu
Catrin can ai d6 thay ca...”.

Letty nam chdt 4o so mi cua Flowers, kéo anh ta lai gan va hon 1én
moi, c@ hon mai. “Cam on anh.”

Lucas noi, “Nay... Nay! Thang nhoc nay c6 gia dinh r6i day.”

“Anh dy van c6 thé dua cot ma,” Letty dap. “Y con 1a Chua oi, thé ky
21 r6i day bo a.”

“Nay!”

CUOI CUNG LUCAS ciing goi cho Rae Givens, din c6 dy dong vién Bob.
“Ngay kia t6i sé vé thang Washington.”

“Oi. Chiing ta phai bén ai a?”

“Co thé phai thé day,” Lucas dap. “Co gang gia vo c6 chang vui vé gi
hét nhé.”
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LUCAS DUA Weather vé nha yén 6n, theo doi c6 cd mot ngay cho dén khi
co phat buc. “Em tuyét vong vGi cai nep c¢6 nay dén mirc muon 16t né ra
quang vao c6 anh, va em qud mét dé tranh cai, thé nén anh bién vé
Washington ma két thic chuyén nay di,” c6 néi.

Lucas cung Letty ra san bay. Lucas bay vé phia dong con Letty bay vé
phia tdy. Qua ctta an ninh, hai cha con cting ngo6i tai céng cta Lucas cho
dén ldac anh 1én may bay. Con bé 6m bd that chat khi anh ditng vao hang réi
noi, “Bo hay goi cho con moi t6i nhé, hay ké cho con nghe chuyén xay ra.
Phong trwong hgp con phai tgi do...”.

“B0 sé khong sao dau,” anh néi. “B6 khong muoén con tdi dé trong bat
ct trvong hop nao.”

Letty c6 thé la da lanh lung nhw Lucas tirng biét. Con bé lui lai r6i
néi, “Chi c6 mot tredng hop mdéi cé thé khién con phai t6i do. B suy nghi
di”.

Anh suy nghi vé diéu nay trén may bay. Con bé sé dén Washington
néu anh bj giét. N6 sé vac sting theo. Nhiéu ltic con bé van la nit sinh dai
hoc nhe da dién hinh; nhwng nhiéu lic khéng phai thé.

Khong he.

BOB VA RAE dang ngdi chd khi anh budc vao. Ho gip nhau trong phong
Lucas, noi anh ké cho ho nghe vé vu tai nan.

Bob lén tiéng, “Vu nay... Anh khong thé lam vu nay ma khéng c6
nguoi ho trg dwgce dau. Chac chan ching phai c6 thong tin tinh bao gi do;
phdi dugc quyén truy cap may tinh nao dé dé dinh vi duoc ké say rugu...
Néu cau ta dang song cung ban gai, c6 1€ ciu ta con chang c6 trang web
nao cua rieng minh. Lam sao chung tim dugc cau ta?”.

“Cac ho so veé an treo,” Lucas dap. “Néu bén ching c6 chuyén gia vé
mady tinh, han c6 thé truy cap cac ho so cua bang...”
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Rae gat dau. “Chung ta gap phai van dé tam c& lién bang r6i. Cac ho
so nay dugc thiét ké nham cung cap cdu tra 16i nhanh cho nhitng ai khong
ranh may tinh. V&i mot hacker cé nghé, viéc truy cap vao day chi la tro tré

2

con.

“Chuing ta con phai doi mat v&i nhitng ké cé kha nang truy cap dugc
cac hé thong may tinh lién bang,” Lucas néi.

“Lya chon an toan nhat bay gio sé la giang mot don manh 1én Ritter.
Ching ta biét han tirng 1ai xe tai, thé nén toi phai tin rang c6 thé han dang
c6 mat & Minnesota,” Bob noi.

“T6i dong y,” Lucas néi. “Chung ta khong cé da tham quyén dé xin
lénh bat hodc 1énh kham xét, nhung ching ta c6 thé kich dong han, giit xe
tai ctia han roi goi Carl Armstrong dén kham nghiém. Toi sé goi Russell dé
tim cach nao dé du Ritter dén St. Paul - ra thé tin dung ctia han, xem xét
cac hang hang khong.”

“Pua ca ga Parrish tdi do ludn di,” Rae noi.

HO QUYET DINH lén dwong vao sang hom sau. Bob va Rae da theo déi
xe tai caa Ritter trong su6t tuan lé Lucas vang mat. Ho sé tiép tuc cong viéc
dé vao ngay hém sau, trong khi Lucas lam viéc véi Forte, kiém tra trén
may tinh cac ho so dién t¥ vé ca Ritter lan Parrish.

Khi hai ngudi kia di r6i, Lucas goi cho Forte thong bao viéc anh muén
lam, Forte dong y bat dau thu thap hét tat ca ho so minh c6 thé nghi dén ma
sé giup lan theo nhat c* nhat dong cda hai ké nay trong nhitng ngay truéc
va sau khi Weather bi dam.

Xong hai viéc, Lucas goi cho Carl Armstrong tai West Virginia dé héi
vé két qua kham nghiém mdi nhat cac suc go ho 16i ra tir con mwong trén
swon nui.

“Thong tin lan 16n 1am,” Armstrong cho biét. “Vét son trén cac stc go
xuat phat tiv chiéc Cadillac, ma ching ta da biét diéu do6 roi. Phia bén kia
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cac suc go, phia dwgc gan vao swon chiéc xe tai tan cong... ching t6i thu
dwgc may sgi vai bat mau trang. To6i nghi ching la dém cho cac sic go,
nham gidm thiéu tén hai cho swon xe tdi. Chac ching phai mang theo hét
cac 16p dém sau khi vui cac stiic go xudng muwong - phia mat nay cta cac
stic go khong thu duwgc mau son nao.”

“Chét tiét,” Lucas noi.

“Chinh anh bdo t6i rang ching la dan chuyén nghiép ma,” Armstrong
dap. “Cé vé la thé that.”

“Mai néi chuyén tiép nhé, Carl,” Lucas noi.

FORTE GOI LAI cho biét rang Parrish c6 kha nang & Washington vao dém
Weather bi dam.

“T6i mo dwoc thong tin hoat dong thé tin dung cta ga roi. Ga dung thé
gan nhw moi ngay cho dén khi Weather bj tdn cong, vao diing ngay do va ti
ngay do trd di, thé chi dugc thanh toan trong pham vi Washington. Nhung
con Ritter... han c6 cac thé MasterCard, Visa, Chase va Amex, nhing han
bién di dau ba ngay trudc khi Weather bi tan cong, hai ngay sau d6 méi
xuat hién trd lai. Han khong st dung thé nhiéu nhw Parrish, ma c¢ khodng
mot hay hai ngay mot lan. Khong thé tim ra quang thoi gian nam ngay lién
tiép nao ma han khong stt dung thé nay hay thé kia. Nhat la khi & My.”

“Han dang co6 tranh bat ky hoat dong nao lién két han vGi thanh pho
Po6i.”

“T6i nghi vay. Day la bang chitng tiéu cuc, boi tham doan khong thich
dau. Nhung gio chung ta biét r6i,” Forte n6i. “Khdéng c6 vé may bay, khong
c6 thong tin gi vé bat ky chiéc xe nao duwgc thué & thanh phé D6i, nhung
ching ta biét may bay riéng ctia George Claxson bay dén Omaha vao ngay
dau tién Ritter im lang.”

“Lai George Claxson nao nita thé?” Lucas héi. Céi tén nay goi lén
diéu gi d6, nhung anh khong thé nam bat duoc.
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“A 10i - dng ta diéu hanh Heracles. Ho goi 6ng ta 1a gidm déc,” Forte
dap. “Ma chang c6 dau hiéu nao cho thay nhitng ké chiing ta biét da thué xe
tai Omaha. C6 kha nang ching dung can cudc gia.”

“Chuing bay dén Omabha... dé lam gi? Séau tiéng dong ho tir thanh pho
DPoi a?” Lucas hai.

“T6i da tra citu trén Google Maps. Mat sau tiéng néu anh chad y
nghiém ngat gidi han toc do. Néu anh khong tuan thu, vugt gigi han dé bay
dam, bay thang luon, chi dirng mét lan d6 xang thi khong dén dau.”

“Di dong thi thé nao?”

“A dén day thi c6 van de,” Forte néi. “Ritter c6 nira td cudc goi cho rat
nhiéu nguwoi quanh D.C. vao ngay Weather bi tdn cong. Thém nhiéu cudc
goi vao mot ngay truedc do, mot ngay sau dé va ké tr hom do, tat ca déu
xung quanh khu vyc tau dién ngdm Washington. Tat nhién, ngay cd thang
ngu ciing biét thtra cac cudc goi déu bi truy ddu. Cudc goi xuat phat tir dién
thoai ctia han nhung ching ta khong biét c6 phai Ritter goi khong.”

“Anh biét han goi cho ai roi a?”

“Chuyén nay gio0 mdi tha vi. Trong nhiéu ngay tredc va ngay sau khi
Weather bi thwong, han chi goi cho bon nguwdi gom cé Parrish va Claxson,”
Forte dap. “Parrish thi c6 goi vai cudc khac nita, nhung Claxson, Ritter va
hai ngwdi kia chang hé goi cho ai ngoai triv Parrish va goi cho nhau.”

“Noi lai cho t6i nghe di,” Lucas noi.

“Chung chi goi cho nhau va goi cho Parrish,” Forte dap. “Chung ta
biét rang néu Ritter la tén tai xé tai West Virginia, han phai c6 it nhat mot
ké dong 16a, bai vi ba lam vuon da trong thay hai nguwdi trong chiéc xe tai
den. C6 thé con mot ngwoi thit ba néu chiing ¢6 tén chi diém, va nhiéu kha
nang la thé. Tiép theo la Parrish va Claxson.”

Lucas: “Hai thang cha kia, nhitng ké dong 10a, bay dén Omaha vdi
Ritter va Claxson. Tat cd bon ching déu bo lai nhitng chiéc di dong binh
thuong & Washington sau d6 goi bang di dong dung mot lan. Parrish st
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dung di dong thuong goi cho 1ii kia nham tao cac chitng cit ngoai pham.
Néu thé ching ta phai biét dugc tén ctia cd hai ké dong 16a nita.”

“Pung vay,” Forte ndi. “Ngay bay gio toi dang dao bdi hoé so cla
chiang.”

TRONG THOT GIAN CON LAI ctia budi chiéu, Forte giti cac ho so cho
Lucas, bao gom tat cd nhitng gi anh ta c6 thé tim thay vé John McCoy va
Kerry Moore, hai ké khac goi dién cho Ritter, Parrish va Claxson vao
khodng thoi gian xay ra tai nan ctia Weather. Giong nhu Ritter, cd McCoy
va Moore déu lam viéc cho Flamma, cong ty con ctia Heracles. Va ca hai
déu tirng phuc vu trong cac don vi luc quan hodc linh thiy danh bd tredc
khi rut ra lam rieng.

Forte cling tim ra cac birc dnh cta hai tén nay. Lucas hoan toan chac
chan rang Moore, mét cuu linh thiy danh b, chinh 1a ké tan cong da bi anh
dam vao mat.

Anh goi cho Rae cung cdp théng tin vé Moore, bao gom ca dia chi can
h6 cua han tai Virginia, dé nghi ho dén xem xét. “T6i dac biét hitng tha
muon biét liéu mat han c6 bam tim, hay miii han cé swng lén khong,” Lucas
noi.

“Toi di ngay day. T6i dang tim dia chi nha han trén iPad, chi cach nha
cda Ritter c6 nira dam. Toi sé di bo qua dd, dé xem c6 tim duwgc cho nao
lang vang khong. Néu Bob chang tim duwgc gi tai nha Parrish, cé thé anh
nén boc cau ay tdi day theo doi nha caa Ritter di.”

Lucas lam theo. Vao cubi ngay, ca Ritter cling nhw Moore déu khong
xuat hién tai cic can hd cua ching - tuy nhién ching con tré tudi va déc
than, nén diéu nay hoan toan dé hiéu. Cung lic d6, Rae khong thé nidn na
l1au hon nita tai quan Starbucks c6 ay tim thay, Bob cdm thay minh c6 thé bi
10 néu ct ti€ép tuc chay qua chay lai cac con pho quanh nha Ritter.

Lucas triéu tap ca hai vé.
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BA NGUOI BON HO in t6i mudn tai khach san. Lucas ké lai nhitng gi anh
cung Forte da tim dugc ti cac ho so.

“Vay la chinh ching da lam,” Bob néi. “Néu tay Armstrong nay noi
minh tin rang xe tai cta Ritter c6 lién quan dén vu tai nan & West Virginia,
chang phai thé la da dé xin 1énh kham xét can ho cua Ritter sao?”

“Co thé néu ching ta tim dwoc dung tham phéan,” Lucas dap. “Forte cé
thé cé vai y twong day.”

Rae lac dau. “To6i thi thdy nghi ngo. Ching ta biét tinh hinh nhung
bang chitng thi yéu lam.”

“Con van deé khac, Ritter co thé la ké da ra tay nham vao ca Smalls lan
Whitehead va Weather nita, nhung t6i rat mudn tém nhitng ké ditng dang
sau,” Lucas no6i. “Theo t6i hiéu thi ching la Grant, Claxson va Parrish.
Nhung chung ta con ¢ xa qua.”

“Kich dong Ritter sé lam roi tung moi chuyén 1én,” Rae néi.

“Pung. To6i dang trong dogi diéu do day,” Lucas dap.

AN TOI XONG, Lucas goi cho Armstrong tai West Virginia. “Ngay mai
anh c6 thé qua day xem xét chiéc xe tai dugc khong?”

“Pugc. Toi goi cho sép cua t6i ngay day, va t6i sé di cung mot ky
thuat vién,” Armstrong dap. “Anh muon t6i dén do6 lic may gio?”

“Anh sé mat bao lau dé dén duwgc day?”

“Nam tiéng, néu lai xe,” Armstrong dap. “Chuing t6i c6 thé rdi khoi
day ldac bay gio, tam trwa la dén noi.”

“Di may bay thi sao?” Lucas hoi.

“Tha lai xe con hon,” Armstrong dap. “Chung t6i phéi lai xudng
Charleston, dgi may bay t&i roi mat mot gio bay, xong sau d6 phai bat xe,
chwa ké con mang thiét bi theo - di may bay mat khoi thoi gian ra ddy - r6i
ching t6i con phai quay vé.”
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“Thé di xe th6i vay; chiing t6i du tinh sé gap thang kia vao budi trua.”

No6i chuyén xong véi Armstrong, Lucas goi cho Weather ké vé nhitng
gl anh phat hién dugc.

“T6t. Anh biét duwgc nhiéu ddy,” co6 néi. “Anh da biét tén nhitng ké
dam em va giét chét Last. Anh ltic nao ciing ndi rang tri thitc la sttc manh.”

“Pung thé,” Lucas noi. “Gio di tom ching thoi.”
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Lucas, Bob va Rae ra ngoai an sang cung nhau. Lucas goi cho Forte ké
vé ké hoach trong ngay. Forte chi néi rang thong tin ho c6 duwgc qua it,
khong du dé xin 1énh kham xét, nhung Lucas dé nghi anh ta tim mot tham
phan lién bang than thién, phong treong hop ho nam thém dugc chat thong
tin nita.

“Néu tién t6i c6 thé goi cho Smalls, xem 6ng dy c6 néi chuyén dugc
v6i tham phan khong. Giai thich tinh nghiém trong cta tinh hinh,” Lucas
noi.

“Ngoai ra con phdi giai thich tinh cdp bach can cé sy xac nhan cua
Thuwong vién, dé phong phai chi dinh tham phan cho toa phic tham,” Forte
noi.

“Ong dy lam duwgc ma,” Lucas dap. “Anh nghi sao?”

Mot khoang ling dai. “Goi cho Smalls di. Ong 4y 1a luét su ma, diing
khong?”

“Pung the.”

“Vay thi ong dy sé hiéu c6 thé ton tai nhitng gidi han ma 6ng ay khong
muon vugt qua... khi dwa ra dé nghi.”

LUCAS GOI CHO SMALLS bang dién thoai dung mot lan r6i dwa ra dé
nghi. Smalls dap, “T6i lam duwgc. Thuec ra, t6i biét mot tham phan nhw thé,
nguwoi c6 thé cdp cho cau lénh kham xét, theo nhitng gi cau c6 duge bay
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gi0. Benjamin Park. Ngudi tot day. T6i sé bdo cho cdu sau khi néi chuyén
V(i ong ta”.

“Noi ngai dang ¢ co an toan khong?” Lucas hoi.

“An toan dén mitc chinh t6i con cha biét minh dang & dau,” Smalls
dap.

Khi Lucas gac may, Rae n6i, “Pa6i khi 16i dn néi an y thé nay khién t6i
cang thang, manh 16i trong nghé no kia”.

Bob lac dau. “Co biét rd6 hon thé ma. Gan nhw cai gi tai Washington
nay ciing déu an y va ma lanh thé. N6 da nhu thé tr xwa r6i.”

“Ngay xwa c6 nhiéu luat s nhw bay gio dau,” co dy dap.

SMALLS GOI LAI lic muwdi mot gio thong bao da néi chuyén véi tham
phan, 6ng ta dong y nhanh chong xem xét dé nghi xin cap 1énh kham xét.

“T0i tin ngai sé lam duvgc ma,” anh noi.

Ho di hai xe dén khu chung cw cta Ritter, Lucas di dau dan ho vong ra
sau nha, noi chiéc xe tai van dang nam trong nha xe. Ho khong tdi gan né
cho dén mot gio chiéu, khi Carl Armstrong cung nhan vién ky thuat tén la
Jane Kerr dén.

Moi ngudi bat tay nhau réi cung dén gan chiéc F-250. Lucas chu y dén
may vét han nhw séng gon dudi swon xe bén phdi, cd Armstrong va Kerr
cung dén xem, ra tay lén cac khung nhya. Armstrong héi Kerr, “C6 c6 thay
khong?”.

“Chac chan,” c6 ta dap. “T6i con c6 thé cam thay nita - it nhat cling ro
rang nhw khi t6i nhin thdy n6.”

Armstrong néi v@i Lucas, “Ching t6i thu dwgc mau tir mot chiéc xe
tai khong bi hw hai giong hét xe nay, chd khi ching t6i gan cac mau cat roi
l1én swon xe tai, anh co6 thé trong thay thiét hai rd rang hon. Ching toi sé
chup anh néu ta can bang chitng”.
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“Tuyét,” Lucas noi.

“Trong khi dé...” Anh ta chay vé phia chiéc SUV ctia minh, 14y ra mot
tht trong nhu miéng cao su trang. Khi anh ta quay lai véi chiéc F-250,
Lucas mdi thady né thuc ra la mét cai khuon dugc tao tir cac vét 16p xe tai
ho tim thay trén swon nui, noi cac sic go dwgce vui.

Armstrong ngbi xom bén canh xe tdi, wém cai khuon vao mot trong
may cai 16p xe, tat cd moi nguwdi cung cdi xuong. “Cung loai 10p,” anh ta
néi. “Pay dwgc xem la mot trong nhitng Iwa chon tiéu chuan cho xe tai,
nhung loai 16p nay dugc trang bi cho chwa dén 30% xe. Khong dang tin cay
lam nhwng ciling kha t6t.”

HAI BEN SUON VA MAT TRUOC san xe tai déu dwoc gin gid thép, gitip
dam béo stc chuyén chd cao hon va kha nang chang gitr t6t hon. Tay Kerr
cam kinh Iip buwéc doc theo thing xe giong nhuw Sherlock Holmes. Di dwoc
nita dwong, co ta dirng lai, cham chi nhin k§ hon, quay sang Armstrong roi
noi, “Carl... t6i day xem nay”.

Armstrong cam lay chiéc kinh lip xem mot thit ma nhin bé ngoai
twong nhw chang cé gi. Anh ta néi, “Htrm,” r6i, “Moi nguwdi mudn xem
khong?”.

Lucas nhan lay chiéc kinh lip, Armstrong rit ra cai but chi kim tw
trong tdi va chi vao chiéc xe tdi, no6i, “Ngay dwdi dau but chi day nay”.

Nho chiéc kinh lip Lucas c6 thé trong thay ba hodc bon sgi vai mau
be méng manh, dang dinh chdt vao mét vét cat bé xiu trén thanh thép. “T6i
dang nhin vao cai gi day?”

“Nhitng sgi nay nhin giong hét cac sgi dinh ¢ phia dwgc gan dém cua
stic g6. To6i chac chan ching giong nhau. Ta can tim ra ching cang nhiéu
cang tot roi gom lai; phong thi nghiém sé cho ta biét chiing cé phai cung
mot loai hay khong.”

Bob va Rae nhin nhau, Bob noéi, “Lénh kham xét day”.
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LUCAS GOI CHO FORTE. Forte soan don xin lénh kham xét can ho cua
Ritter va ndi that xe tai r6i chuyén dén phong tham phan. Phai mat ba tiéng
dong ho 1énh kham xét m@i dén dwgc can hd caa Ritter. Lucas, Bob, Rae,
Armstrong va Kerr nghi ngoi trong xe minh & bai do xe, thi thoang cé
ngwoi chay ra siéu thi Safeway gan dé mua do an, thitc uéng va bao chi.

Ho khong can 1énh kham xét dé gan cac khuon F-250 lén suwon xe tai,
thé nén Armstrong va Kerr ddm nhan viéc do6 trong khi nhithg nguwdi khac
ngoi xem va chd dgi. Khau chup anh kha thu vi, theo mot cach nao do, réi
tat ca lai chim trong cam gidc buén chan, va mo hoi dwéi cai néng ham hap.

Khi Armstrong xong viéc, anh ta tai anh vao laptop r6i mang may dén
cho Lucas. Vi Bob va Rae @ ghé sau, Armstrong m@& hét cac bitc anh do
phan gidi cao trén man hinh laptop, vét 16m do tdc dong hién 1én rat ro -
Kerr cam den nhay ditng bén kia cac tam khuon, no 16e 1én khi Armstrong
chup anh, gitp roi sang khodng cach giita cac khuon vdi chiéc xe tai.

“Pay la tht anh mong dgi néu ching lam ding nhuw nhitng gi ta da
nghi v@i cac suc go,” Armstrong noéi. “Toi dam ca chung con chang biét
chiéc xe tai bi huw hong nita co.”

DICH THAN FORTE MANG lénh kham xét dén, di cung bén canh sat tw
phap nita. Hai nguwdi trong so nay & lai bai do xe dé xem xét chiéc xe tai;
Armstrong cung Kerr bat dau thu thap cac mau sgi vai tir chiéc xe, cho vao
tii mang dén phong thi nghiém.

Lucas, Bob, Rae, Forte cung hai canh sat tién vao can ho cua Ritter.
Hai canh sat chuyén phu trach kham xét, ngudi thit nhat sé xem cac may
tinh, nguwdi thit hai kham céac két sat va tu an toan. Go ctta chang ai tra 10i,
nén ho trinh lénh kham xét cho quan ly khu chung cw, lénh cho ba ta m&
khoéa can ho cua Ritter.

Ba ta liéc nhin Lucas r6i néi, “O nay, anh la vién canh sat lac duong.
Anh da no6i doi toi khi t6i day hom trudc”™.
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Lucas noi, “Xin 16i”.

Anh lai n6i doi nita.

LENH KHAM XET CUA HO chi giéi han véi cac hd so, ca ban mém lan
ban citng, va cac vii khi, vi Ritter 1a nghi pham trong vu ban chét Douglas
Last tai thanh pho Do6i. Last dwgc cho la bi ban bang sting ctia ban gai, mot
chi tiét khong duwoc néu trong don xin Iénh kham xét. Lénh néu cu thé rang
ho dwgc phép luc soat tim cac ho so ¢ thé dwge giau trong can ho, vé co
ban titc 1a c6 thé xem xét moi thi, nhwng néu tim thay bang chitng pham
t0i gi d6 khong dé phat hién, khong phai la ho so hay vii khi, c6 kha nang
ho sé khong dugc phép trinh ching trude toa.

Can ho cua Ritter trong khéng c6 gi kha nghi. Han song mot cudc
song tan tién ngoai trit ba thit: han s& hitu mot chiéc ti vi hién dai, do phan
gidi cao, doi dién chiéc s6 pha dai hon hai mét, dan am thanh stereo chat
10i, dw mot mat dia c6 thé nhét thém, va mét chong dia nhya thoi thuong;
cudi cung han c6 rat nhiéu sing.

Cac khau sung déu cat trong két dé sing, thay vi két an toan trong ta.
N6 dwoc gan chat xudng san, ngay ca chuyén gia md khéa cling phai mat
hon nam phut méi mé dugc.

Bén trong c6 muoi bon khau sing - nam sing treong, mot sting san
chién thudt va tdm sing luc - chd c6 mén nao ré, da moi kich c& va co
nong. Hai trong s6 cac khau sting luc dwgc trang bi 6ng giam thanh bat vit.
Vién canh sat lIiru y so series trong cac 6ng giam thanh sau d6 quét trén cac
h6 so may tinh ATF*, két qua cho biét Ritter duwgc cap phép st dung, ca hai
deu hop phap.

“Pang tiéc that,” anh ta néi véi Lucas. “Ddng nay ma chwa dang ky la
vlra van trong toi quoc gia day.”

Ngoai ra ho con tim thdy khodng mdt nghin bang dan sting cac kiéu.
Can ho nay gom mdt nha bép nho, ngan nap véi hai cai ban. Mot dung lam
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ban an, mot dung dé stra chita sting va tai nap dan.

RITTER SO HUU mét mdy tinh dé ban dit tién cia hang Dell ciing mot
mdy in/may quét da ndng nhd. Mdy tinh khong dat mat khau. Toan bo phan
mém déu thudc dang tiéu chuan di kém theo mdy, cong thém Microsoft
Word va mot ing dung riéng co ten la Win/DeXX.

Tic 1a thé nay: khong c6 email, khong cé lich st trinh duyét, khong co
van ban va khong c6 cac tép tin chira dit lieu nguwoi dung. Chuyén vién may
tinh cia Cuc Canh sat gidi thich rang Win/DeXX la mot g6i phan mém
Windows c6 thé loai bo bat ky dau vét sit dung may tinh nao moi khi két
thic phién lam viéc. Chi viéc nhap chudt vao biéu twgng Win/DeXX, bat
ky viéc gi ban dang lam sé khong con dugc lwu trong lich su.

“Gibng cac hinh anh trén ti vi khi anh tat di vay,” anh ta néi.

Ritter con c6 hai ti ho so loai hai ngan mau den trong phong lam viéc:
Rae xtt ly cac tu nay, trong khi Bob va Lucas xem xét quanh can ho, tim
kiém cac cho an nau pho bién va cam tirng giac cam dén vao 6 dé chac
chédn den van hoat dong t6t. Cac loai bay bang 6 cam rat duwgc 1 toi pham
wa chugng hiéen nay.

Lucas tim thay chit théng tin hitu ich dau tién: Ritter c6 bd swu tap
quan ao khiém ton, phan 16n la do tap thé duc va mac ngoai trdi, gom quan
ngo nguy trang trong quan doi va do khoac, cing m6t bd complet den thich
hop méc dén cac dam tang, ba chiéc 4o khoac thé thao hoa van da dang c6
mau xanh dam nhat khac nhau, ba cdap quan dai mau xam hodc den, bon doéi
ung va mot cap giay tay mau den.

Pang vo nhe cac 4o khoac, bong Lucas cam thay céi gi com com & tui
ao nguc trong ctia mot trong may ao khoac thé thao. Anh rt ra thi thay mot
chiéc thé chia khéa khach san bang nhya. Phan luwng 1a logo ctia khéach san
Hilton Garden Inn Omaha East/Council Bluffs.

Ritter tirtng @ Omaha.
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“Bo bé nay vao tui di,” Bob noi.
“Nghi xem c6 thé goi né la ho so khéng?” Lucas hoi.

“Chuan me no roi.”

TRONG SO SAU ngén kéo ti hé so ma Rae dang khdm xét, c6 hai ngin
kéo trén cung dé lan 16n lung tung cac do6 van phong pham va day cap may
tinh, bon ngan con lai la tdp hgp cac ban sao ké ngan hang, thong bao dau
tw, cac ho so tuyén dung va ho so thué. “T6i dang xem day, thyc su 1a han
c6 chut it tién, khoang... gan tdm tram nghin d6 duwdi dang tién mat va cac
khoan dau tw, néu to6i khong bé 16 bat ky céi gi. C6 vé han danh phan 16n
thoi gian di nwdc ngoai, t6i sé khong ngac nhién néu han duwgc an chua va
c6 noi @ mién phi cung khoan thu lao hau hinh, ma han khong thé tiéu & bat
ky dau... thé nén cac khoan dau tw ctia han cling khong la. Anh sé can mot
ké toadn gioi dé chac chan nhitng chuyén do, t6i thi chiu.”

DPat trén mot trong cac td ho so la bitc anh vién khung té nhat chup
Ritter, cung hai anh ban va hai phu nit,  m6t noi c6 vé la cong vién. Han
khoac vai mot trong hai ngwdi phu nit, hinh nhw 1a nguwdi ho da thay tai hop
dem Wily Rat. Co ta xoay nita ngwoi tranh khoi may quay, mat bi che,
nhung Lucas c6 thé thay c6 ta lun va c6 mai téc den.

FORTE PA ROI BI cling ngudi chuyén vién mdy tinh nita gid' sau khi ho
bat dau kham xét. Pang do tim khap can ho tirng phan mdt, anh chang
chuyén gia mé khoa két nhan duge cude goi tir mot trong hai canh sat ngoi
trén xe tai.

Anh ta lang nghe mot 1at roi néi, “Nay, Lucas, Ritter dang t&i cho xe
tai. Han vira xuat hién”.

Lucas cam dién thoai, r6i héi, “Han dang lai chiéc Miata a?”.

“Bljng,”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Pirng dé han di mat,” Lucas n6i. “Chuing t6i sé xudng ngay.”
“Han do xe lai r6i,” vién canh sat dap. “Han dang lén day, va say xin.”

“Theo sat han,” Lucas noi.

NAM PHUT SAU RITTER xuét hién ngoai cita. Han tuy thdp hon chiéu
cao trung binh, nhung kha vam v@, téc den, mat den, nwdc da sam mau vdi
ba vét seo mau trang song song trén mot bén mat c6 thé 1a do moéng tay cta
phu ni¥, hodc trong truong hop cna Ritter 1a vat sac nhon. Han mac do thun
den, quan ng6 bang cotton/nylon mau nau vang nhat, giay di bo duong dai
sang mau va doi mii bong chay den.

Han nghi Lucas la dac vu lién bang chinh, nén gang héi, “Chuyén quai
gi dang dién ra vay?”.

Lucas dap, “Chting t6i tin rang anh cé lién quan dén am muwu am sat
Thuwong nghi si Porter Smalls va khién c6 Cecily Whitehead bi séat hai.
Chung t6i dang tim bang chitng trong vu d6”.

Ritter gan nhu gid vo ngac nhién. “Ong dang chém gié cai quai gi
vay?”

“Khong chém,” Lucas dap. “Chuing t6i c6 rat nhiéu cau hoi danh cho
anh.”

Ritter cti nguwdi xudng thoc tay vao mot trong may cai ti quan. Lucas
1ap titc phan ng, ban tay anh di chuyén dén gan swon. Ritter citng ngwoi
lai, r6i néi, “Lay vi ma”.

Lucas gat dau, Ritter rit ra mot cai vi gap ba tir toong tui, 14y ra mot
tam thé roi trao cho Lucas. “Ban than t6i cling c6 vai cau hoi day, nhung toi
sé khong tra 161 cau hoi nao hét, néu luat sw cua to6i khong dong y. Trén do
c6 ghi tén, dia chi va so dién thoai trurc tiép ctia luat s day. Toéi sé goi cho
ong ta ngay bay gio, trir phi toi bi bat.”

“Chua dau,” Lucas ndi, “nhung anh sé bi bat. Cit goi di”.
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“Toi c6 thé roi khoi day dé goi khong?”

“Duwgc. Anh c di thodi mai, nhung 1énh kham xét bao gom céa cac
phuong tién ctia anh, thé nén anh khong dugc 1dy xe di cho dén khi ching
t0i xong viéc. Néu chung t6i tim ra bat ky bang chitng nao quan trong véi
vu nay, chung sé bi tich thu.”

“Cho chét, thé khong dwoc,” Ritter dap. “T6i c6 dugc dén bu phi thué
xe khong day?”

“Khong c6 mua xuan day dau,” Lucas noi.

Ritter noi, “Cé hai khau sting ngan trong két dugc lap 6ng giam thanh.
Ca hai khau déu da dang ky véi ATFE.”

“Chung t6i biét roi,” Lucas néi. “That vong that.”

Rittle nhin thang vao mat Lucas mét lic, roi néi, “T6i sé nhé anh d6”.

“T6i nghi anh da gap vo t6i,” Lucas dap. Ritter chép mat.

RITTER QUAY LUNG BO DI. Hin di pham it nhat mot toi giét ngudi, c6
kha nang la hai, nhuwng han khong phai la tay chuyén nghiép hay toi pham
130 luyén - can ban han la mét quan nhan, mot ké giét nguwoi theo 1énh, hodc
theo y muon cta chinh han, han khong phai lo lang chuyén bi khéi t6.
Nhitng thang ltta ddo ngu ngdc han sé phan tng vGi nhan xét cua
Lucas vé Weather, tuy nhién dan chuyén nghiép sé chi hoi nhan tran. Ritter
da chép mat; dan choi bai xi phé goi day la bi quyét doan bai, nhung vai
Lucas thi né chang khac gi mét 16i tha t0i.
Cai nay khong trinh 1én boi tham doan dwoc, nhung né da xuat hién.
Rae vuon vai, r6i néi, “Quyét dinh déng vai quy ngai té nhi day a?”.
“T6i sé chang dat dwoc gi khi lam quy ngai t6t bung hét, hon nita
ching ta khong c6 da bang chitng dé tom han, thé nén... thic ép han ti cling
c6 sao dau.”
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KHI CUQC KHAM XET gan xong, Lucas budc vong ra phia truéc toa
nha, thdy Armstrong dang tap trung kiém tra chiéc xe tdi. Kerr dang ban
ron vai chiéc xe khac cua Ritter, chiéc Miata Mazda MX-5 dé chét nhu xe
cttu héa. N6 rat dep, Lucas nghi; qua xe ctia dan x&, hinh nhw con dat hon
ca Porsche.

Bén trong xe tdi chang c6 gi. Trong xe da lap GPS, tuy nhién toan bd
lich str da bi x6a sach. D6 1a mot dang bang chitng nhung khong hitu ich.

“Chuing ta c6 du co s& dé chién r6i,” Armstrong noéi, “nhwng la nhin
nhan theo hwéng tich cuc thoi. Téi nghi ching ta c6 thé tao ra bang chirng
vitng chac nao do, chang han sgi vai twong dong vdi sgi vai dung lam dém
cho céc suc go”.

“Bao lau sé co két qua?”

“T6i sé giuc nhan vién phong thi nghiém. Mai ta sé biét duwgc diéu gi
do, nhung chiing t6i c6 thé tim kifm ADN dé danh bai han, va chuyén dé
sé phai mat vai ngay... hodc tham chi 1a vai tuan.”

“Néu thwong nghi si My goi dién thdc giuc thi liéu tién do cé nhanh
hon khong?”

“Chac roi,” Armstrong dap.

CHANG CO GI TRONG CHIEC MAZDA. Bob dén bén canh Lucas roi
néi, “T6i tin rang thang cha nay cé laptop. Khi xudng khéi chiéc Miata, hai
tay han trong khong, trong xe chang c6 gi sat. Toi ty hoi han da nhét né vao
dau?”.

Lucas nhin quanh bai d6 xe. Khuat sau khu chung cuw, tir ngoai pho rat
kho nhin thdy khu dét nay. Ritter khong thé danh xe vao day hodc danh xe
ra, vi ai day c6 thé nhan ra chiéc xe thé thao dé chét nay ra vao ma khong
heé do lai.

“Han khong c6 co hoi nao quang no ra ngoai cira so,” Lucas noéi. “Toi
tw héi phai chang cé ai d6 mach 1éo cho han biét ching ta dang & day?”
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“Ba Snyder chang?” B¢ la quan ly khu chung cu.

“Chung ta canh cao ba ta r6i. Véi t6i ba ta la mau nguai luén biét khi
nao can tranh xa rac roi.”

“Cha... nhin tit ca cac ctta s6 nay xem,” Bob néi, ca hai cing nguéc
1én nhin phia sau khu chung cw. “Ching ta biét Ritter c6 ban gai va néu c6
a song trén kia thi c6 thé goi dién cho han.”

“Cling 1a mot kha nang,” Lucas dong y. “T6i sé hdi Snyder; c6 thé ba
ta biét gi d6 vé moi quan hé nay.”

“Sé rat tot néu chung ta tim dwgc cai laptop,” Bob néi. “May cha k¥y
thuat may tinh c6 thé biét n6 dugc st dung & Omaha hay & Minneapolis,
ngay ca khi c4c tin nhan da bi xéa sach.”

RAE DEN NHAP BON, r6i hoi, “Tiép theo lam gi day sép?”.

“Chuing ta kéo xe tdi nay vé bai giam xe Arlington. Ching ta c6 tén
ctia bon ké c6 thé dinh liu dén vu ddam Weather, va nhitng ké nay ciling c6
kha nang lién quan dén vu tan cong Smalls,” Lucas dap. “Ngay mai ta sé
truy tim ching. Tiép tuc tang sic ép.”
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16

Muoi gio la gio hoang dao cho cudc dot kich, du cach goi do cling
khong diang lam. Lic mudi gio, cac nhan vién dén mudn phdi c6 mat ¢ van
phong, nhwng van con 1au méi dén gid an trua.

Rae da hoan thanh xong bao cdo vé 1énh kham xét nha James Ritter twr
toi hom trudc, Forte sé 1ap thanh hé so. Chang c6 gi nhiéu dé bao cao, cho
du thé chia khoa khach san dugc xem la bang chitng trong vu nay.

Lucas, Bob va Rae budc ra ngoai trong ngay troi xanh quang dang,
ghé vao mot nha hang nhé lic chin gio, ban bac xem sang nay ho sé lam gi.
Vai phit sau ho cho xe vao bai do tai tru s& Heracles tai Virginia, trong mot
khu vyc c6 tén la Crystal City. May bay cua cac hang hang khong dang ha
canh gan do, Lucas nghi noi nay c6 thé rat gan san bay quoc gia Reagan.

Heracles chi 1a mot trong s6 gan nita ta cong ty thué cai khoi l1ap
phwong bang kinh mau xanh luc, cao muwoi lam tang té ngat nay, véi két
cau bai do xe rat thuan tién hét nhiy mot toa nha van phong. Bao quanh bai
do xe la nhitng bui cay xanh ngut mat, chang ro tén goi la gi, trong cling té
ngat nhw ban than cai toa nha kia. Hai phan ba bai do da chat kin. Mot nhan
vién bao vé béo i mac dong phuc xam xit dang tuan tra quanh bai do, khi ho
danh xe vao khu vic danh cho khach dén tham, anh ta buéc lai gan va hoi
Lucas, “Cac anh c6 hen trueée khong?”.

“Khong, nhung chung t6i co viéc & day,” Lucas dap, gio thé lén.
“Chung t6i mudn néi chuyén vdi mot vai bén thué nha.”

“Khong thanh van dé, anh ban,” tay bao vé néi. “T6i chac chan chang
ai & day an cap 6p vanh banh xe cua anh dau, néu anh c6 dung.”
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“Thé thi tréng ho may cai banh xe nhé,” Rae noi.

“Toi sé lam thé,” tay bao vé dap.

Khi bugc 1én 16i vao, Bob néi, “Sé néng day”.

“Y cau la cudc néi chuyén véi Heracles hay dao mot vong ngoai kia?”
Lucas hoi.

“Ngoai kia kia,” Bob noi, lay may dau ngon tay lau tran.

QUAY TIEP TAN d6i dién ctta ra vao, v6i mot hang rao sit trai dai tir
quay dén cac birc twong ca hai bén. Co thé di xuyén qua hang rao nhd ba
canh ctta xoay & bén trai. Nhan vién 1é tdn mdc bo vay mau xanh 1a cay
sang mau, doi chiéc mii nho khéng vanh hgp téng, ngbi sau quay, trong khi
mot nhan vien bdo vé, deo sung bén hong, ditng gitta hai canh ctra xoay.

MGt lan nita ho lai trinh thé, ky tén, nhan ti* nhan vién Ié tan nhitng
phu hiéu cho phép ho di qua ctra xoay. Lucas néi vGi c6 ta, “Khong can
thong bao dau”. Co6 ta gat dau nhung vé mat van boi roi, vi thong bao la
bon phan cua c6 ta, anh néi ré thém: “Durng thong bao chiing t6i dén”.

Tay bdo vé héi, “Cac anh dén day bat ai a?”.

Lucas dap, “Khong biét dugc”.

Cong ty Heracles nam trén tang hai. Lucas va Rae di thang may lén, vi
ctta chong chay trén cau thang chi mé chiéu ra va da bi khoa. Bob dgi
thang may tiép theo vi con phai trong chirng ctra ra vao, bao vé va lé tan.
Lucas lu6n luén thich xuat hién ma khong bao trwéc, anh mudn tham do
phan @¢ng bit ngd ctia ngwoi minh sap thdm van. Tuy nhién, trong truong
hop nay, cuoc kham xét can ho cta Ritter c6 thé dwge xem nhw 16i canh
bao.

Ctra vao van phong Heracles la ctra hai canh bang kinh dé6i dién thang
mdy. Lucas chang thay thém bat ky canh cita hay tdm bién chao khéach nao
khac, doc tién sanh theo ca hai hwéng dan dén cudi toa nha. R6 rang
Heracles da thau nguyén tang nay, anh nghi. M6t phu ni tré ngoi tai ban
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lam viéc dat tién d6i dién cira ra vao; moi bén hanh lang xép hai chiéc ghé
mau da cam sam danh cho khéach, dang khong c6 ai ng6i. Lucas dwa tay kéo
clta, n6 khong nhuc nhich.

Co ta n6i vao mot thit nam trén ban c6 1€ 1a micro: “T6i c6 thé giap gi
cac anh?”.

May cdi loa gan trén hai bitrc twong hai bén ctra. Lucas dap, “Canh sat
Tw phap M§ day. Lam on md& ctta ra,” r6i gio phu hiéu 1én. C6 ta ngan ngtr,
Lucas nhac lai, “LLam on m@ ctra ra”.

Co ta von tay an mot nat mau den trén ban lam viéc, ctta bat mé véi
mot tiéng cach nhe. Lucas kéo ctra ra, bwdc vao, theo sau la Rae, r6i noi,
“Chuing t6i mudn no6i chuyén véi ngai George Claxson, ngai John McCoy
va ngai Kerry Moore”.

Co nang lé tan sg hai. “T6i c6 thé ndi cho ho biét chuyén nay la sao
khong?”

Lucas dap, “Khong can. Toi sé ndi cho hg biét. Chi can béo la chiing
toi da tGi”.

“Tén anh la...”

“Céanh sat Tu phap Lucas Davenport va canh sat Tu phap Rae Givens.
Canh sat Tuw phap Bob Matees sé tGi trong mot phut nita.”

CoO ta gat dau, nhdc dién thoai 1én, &n mot nut ro6i néi bang giong gap
gap, “Co6 ba canh sat My & day mudn néi chuyén vaGi cac ngai Claxson,
McCoy va Kerry Moore...” vai gidy sau c6 ta néi tiép, “Ho sé khong ndi...”.

Bob budc ra khoi thang may, c6 ta md ctra cho cau ta vao. Bob ndi,
“An ninh xin phét nhg”.

Co ta dap, giong run run, “Chung t6i lam nhiéu hgp déng quéc phong

A

ma-.
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HANH LANG TIEP TAN c6 hai c¥a ra vao & phia sau, chia doi hai bén
ban tiép tan. Cita bén trai bat m@, mot phu nit trung nién mac vay xam néi,
“Cac anh canh sat... cdc anh muén gdp ngai Claxson ding khong? Lam on
di theo t6i”.

Ho di theo ba ta buéc vao mot noi c6 vé la van phong bdo hiém,
nhung chang dong nhan vién cho lam: mot day khodng nam muoi gian lam
viéc nho trong mot can phong to bang san béng r6. Trong mdi gian lam
viéc dat mot mdy tinh, gan mot phan ba may tinh trong s6 nay dang dugc
stt dung. C6 hai nguwdi nguwdc mat nhin l1én khi ngwoi dan ba kia dan Lucas,
Bob va Rae di qua, nhung hau hét bon ho déu khong may may chua y.

Pang budc di, nguoi dan ba quay nira ngwoi lai r6i néi, “Toi la trg ly
riéng ctia ngai Claxson. Hom nay ngai McCoy khong di lam; 6ng ay dang &
Camp Peary. Ngai Moore dang lam viéc & chd khac tai day - c6 thé la
phong Ké hoach - toi sé di tim ngai ay. Ngai Claxson dang dgi trong van
phong”.

Lé tan c6 thé ngac nhién khi thay ho, nhung nguwdi phu nit nay thi
khong, Lucas nghi. Cudc viéng tham ctia ho da mat tinh bat ngo.

VAN PHONG CUA CLAXSON khé 1én c6 thé nhin ra san bay. Phong
ngoai co ba ban lam viéc danh cho thw ky ddt cac may tinh, hai may trong
sO nay do cac phu nit c6 tudi sit dung, ho t6 mo nhin cac canh sat nhung
khong néi gi. Ban thit ba, ¢d 16n hon, c6 kha nang thudc vé trg 1y riéng cta
Claxson, ngudi dang hd tong bon ho.

Phong trong cung trai tham day mau xanh kha rong, cac birc twong
dugc trang tri bang cac tdm bang dong, cac birc anh, vai bitc tranh thién
nhién hoang da, cung hai cai dau hvou gan vao twong. Mot ban lam viéc
bang g6 ho dao rong nam chéo goc.

Dich than Claxson ngo6i trtéc man hinh mdy tinh trén ban lam viéc.
Ldo ta ngwdc mat 1én khi ho budc vao, ra hiéu moi ho ngbi xuéng may cai
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ghé xép theo hinh ban nguyét doi dién ban lam viéc. Cé hai khau sting ngan
nam trén ban, mot khau la mau 1911.45, khau kia la loai 9mm ban ty dong,
nam giita la con dao chién dau Ka-Bar cuta linh thiy danh bo dai hon ba
muoi centimét. Trén chud6i dao bang da bong khac hai chit cai “GC”.

Claxson dung la tay danh may muoi ngon thir thiét, go phim rao rao
mot doan van ban trong khi Lucas, Bob va Rae ng6i xudng ghé. Lao ta
kiém tra man hinh, cham vao né bang dau ngon tré, gé hai phim va doan
van ban bién mat. Lao ta quay ngwdi lai, hai ban tay dan vao nhau trén ban,
roi noi, “Toi cé thé gitip gi cho cac vi canh sat day?”.

Trong Claxson giong mat dién vién ma Lucas tirng xem trong mot s6
bd phim: manh khanh, dau héi vGi nhitng vét tan nhang c& bang dong 25
xu, nhung lai c6 guwong mat dé nhin chit khong thé citng. Lao ta deo cap
kinh khong gong, mac bd complet xdm, so mi trang va chiéc ca vat xanh
nhat duwgc trang tri bang nhitng ngoi sao.

Lucas: “Cé phdi hai tuan tredc ngai bay mdy bay riéng dén Omaha,
cung James Ritter, John McCoy va Kerry Moore khong?”

Claxson gio hai tay 1én. “C6 thé bay gio t6i nén ndi rd may quy tac.
T6i nhan thitc dwgc rang, chiéu hdm qua, cac anh da theo doi mot trong cac
nhan vién cta chung toi, Jim Ritter, véi 161 budc t6i 16 bich nao dé rang cau
ta c6 dinh liu dén mot am muu am sat Thuwgng nghi si Porter Smalls. Toi da
néi chuyén véi luat sw cia cong ty ching toéi. Chung t6i quan tam dén doi
ngili nhan sy cia minh, va anh ta sé dai dién cho Jim néu cac anh con bat ky
cau hai nao khac. Luat su cta chung toi cting khuyen toi don gian la khong
trd 101 bat ky cau héi nao c6 thé... hinh thanh cac thuyét am muwu cua cac
anh. Pung, t6i c6 bay dén Omaha. T6i di cong can dén day trong khoang
mot tuan gi ddy. Toi bay bang mdy bay riéng, chang c6 ai bay cung toi hét.
Toi sé khong tiét 16 tinh chit cong viéc vi d6 la chuyén riéng tw c6 kha
nang lam 16 bi mat quan sy. Thé nén t6i khong tin ching ta con chuyén gi
dé noi nita.”

“Chung t6i hiéu rang John McCoy khong c6 mat trong toa nha nay,
nhung Kerry Moore thi c6 thé. Ching t6i can néi chuyén vdi ngai Moore,”
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Lucas noi.

“Cau ta c6 ¢ day, cac anh c6 thé noéi chuyén vdi cau ta, nhung cau ta
cling nhan dugc 10i khuyén tir luat su dai dién cho t6i. Cau ta sé chang noi
gi dau,” Claxson dap. Ong ta dwa mit ra ctra, roi noi, “Kerry sé dén day bay
gio”.

Kerry Moore, cé kha nang méi ba mwoi nham tudi, co bap lwc lwdng
v&i mai toc cat ngan, mac kiéu dong phuc ban quan sy dugc wa chudng tai
Washington: quan dai tdi hop mau ndu vang nhat, di ing nhat mau va ao
thun chui dau dai tay mau sang. Anh ta gat dau vdi Claxson roi néi, “Ngai
cho goi t6i?”.

Claxson chi tay vao hg. “Céc canh sat Jim ké vdi chiing ta day.”

Moore gat dau chao ro6i ndi, “Rick Brown bdo toi rang noéi chuyén vé
bat ky diéu gi ciing c6 thé gay rac roi, nén t6i nghi minh khong mudén noéi
chuyén vaéi cac anh. Trw phi c6 mat luat su”.

“Rick la luat su caa ching t6i,” Claxson noi véi Lucas.

Quay sang Moore, Rae bat dau, “Anh khong phai lo gi hét...”.

“Cung oi, em phai biét do la chuyén ngé ngan,” Moore dap. “May
nguoi bon em toan di san tha kiéu nay r6i cudi cung tung hét 1én CNN, noi
nguwoi ta sam soi tng ti roi méc ra tirng y nghia maot. Diéu tiép theo em
biét la em bi quang mot cai thong long vao c6, bi may quay truy dudi khap
dwong phd. Néu em muon anh néi, ching ta phai maoi luat sw vao day.”

“Vay la anh khong san sang ndéi chuyén,” Bob néi.

Moore can nhac roi dap, “Khong han la khong san sang, nhwng anh
phai biét Rick Brown. Ong ta sé 1ap titc néi khong ngay khi anh vira m&
miéng”.

Lucas nhin hai nguwdi bon ho r6i dap, “Pugc thoi. Vay la ngd cut.
Nhung t6i n6i cho hai ngwoi biét, chuyén nay chwa két thic dau. Cac nguoi
da am muu giét mot Thwgng nghi si MY, va da giét chét hai nguoi...”.
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“Khong! Khong! Pirng néi vay!” Claxson néi, ddm manh xudng ban.
“Toi tuyét doi phu nhan bét ky y kién nao nhu thé. Anh ma n6i mot cau nao
nhu thé cho moi nguwdi, ching t6i sé kién tat ca cac nguwdi. Chung toi kiém
song bang danh tiéng, va néu cac anh si nhuc ching to6i theo kiéu do...
Chung to6i chang lién quan dén bat ky diéu gi hét.”

Lucas no6i, “DPé r6i xem. Trong thdi gian do, t6i cho hai nguoi biét
rang ching t6i chwa hé dwa ra bat ky '1oi budc toi 16 bich' nao chong lai
Ritter - d6 chi la nhitng gi hai ngudi tw néi. San cho biét luon la ching t6i
c6 bang chitng vitng chac rang han c6 dinh liu dén am muu am sat. Chiing
toi tin minh biét 1y do tai sao; ching t6i ciling biét nhitng ké khac cé lién
quan. Chung t6i c6 bang chitng & phong thi nghiém dang cho két qua, roi
ching t6i sé quay lai kém l1énh bat”.

“Cut me may di,” Claxson noi.

LUCAS, RAE VA BOB diing day ra vé. Bob hat dau vé phia cac khau stng
luc trén ban, roi héi Claxson, “May khau nay nap dan chwa day?”.

Claxson nhin cdu ta trirtng trieng. “Téat nhién la roi. Néu khong ching
dau phai la vii khi, ma chi 1a céi chan giady thoi.”

Ho di thang mdy xuong nha. Rae néi vGi Lucas, “Nhuc chwa. Chi con
thiéu nwdc 16t 1a tong c6 bon minh ra ctta. Nhwng anh c6 vé van vui nhi.”

“Co vui dau. Tat ca nhitng gi ching ta cé la bang chitng chong lai
Ritter, nhuwng han lai khong phai la ké chdng ta can.” Lucas dap. “Chuing ta
muon tién lén nita tr d6, va gio ching ta bo mot con chén héi vao gitta bay
ga. Bang cach nay hay cach khéc, ching sé& c6 phan tng. A... ching ta can
ng6 qua ho chiéu cta ching nita, phong treong hgp mot trong s6 ching
muon bo tron.”

“Forte c6 thé lo dugc chuyén dé,” Bob nobi.

“Phai doi két qua phong thi nghiém a? Thé lic nay ching ta lam gi
bay gio?” Rae hoi, khi ho ra khoi thang may. “Choi ta a?”
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Lucas dap, “Bob c6 cai may quay chét tiét, con c6 thi thich nghé thuat,
thé nén Bob c6 thé di chup dnh va cd c6 thé dén bdo tang quoc gia chiém
nguong cac tdc pham nghé thuat. Nhung nhé mang dién thoai di dong
theo”.

“Khi anh di vang ching t6i lam thé su6t roi,” Rae noi. “Thé anh lam
gi?”

“T6i c6 budi mac thir d6 ¢ tiém may,” Lucas dap.

Ca Bob va Rae cung dirng budc ngé anh, Rae néi, “Chac anh dang dua
phai khong?”.

“Thoi nao. Chung ta cling phai giai lao cht, cling hgp ly ma,” Lucas
noi.

Bob: “Néu chét dwdi tay mot trong may thang khon kia, anh sé dugc
choén cung bd dé6 mai nhi.”

“Chuan khong can chinh,” Lucas néi.

HO QUAY VE KHACH SAN. Rae 14i chiéc Tahoe di thué tién thing dén
bdo tang quéc gia. Bob 1dy mdy anh ra nhung héi Lucas cé thé bam cang
t@i hiéu may duge khong, diéu nay véi anh cling t6t. D6 xe quanh ctra hang
von la diéu hiém gdp, nén ho bat taxi.

Tai tiém may Figueroa & Prince, d6n chao Lucas 1a Ted. Ong ta mim
cuoi, bat tay anh roi néi, “Lucas, that vui duge gap lai anh. Ching t6i méi
cat so... Pang c6 thao luan rat thu vi vé cach lam sao nhét vira khau sting
ngan...”.

Lucas gidi thiéu Bob. Cau ta ng6i xuéng mot cai ghé xem thtr do, vai
phit sau, cau ta ditng day rdo bwdc quanh ctta hang, sam soi may bo
complet duwgc trwng bay, cac gia treo phu kién réi cudi cung la dong vai.
Lucas dang thtr b6 complet mua dong bang len thi thdy Bob néi chuyén vai
mot nhan vién ban hang khac.
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Thit d6 xong xudi, Lucas thidy Bob da quang 1én ngwdi bo do co6 chat
liéu nhw banh kép mau xanh nhat, dang ngam nghia minh trong gwong. Ted
buéc dén bén canh va néi, “Hurm, t6i nghi ching ta c6 thé lam t6t hon”.

“Ong ta néi thé nghia 1 sao?” Bob héi Lucas.

“Ttc 1a mau sac nay khién cau tréng nhuw mot thang ngu ay,” Lucas
dap. “Cau phai théu 1én dang sau lung dong chit Burlington Northern m&i
dugc.”

“Y t6i c6 thé hoan toan khéc,” Ted néi. Quay sang Bob: “Chiing ta nén
danh chut thoi gian thao luan vé cac mong mudn cuia cau”.

“Mong muon cua toi la mot bo complet that vira van dé dién ¢ mién
nam Louisiana, vi t6i chwa bao gio dwgc mac mot b nhw thé.”

Ted can nhac mot lic, r6i néi véi nhan vién ban hang kia, “Khong phai
la m6t bo do - téi nghi la nén cé hai bo...”.

Ho mat ba tiéng trong ctta hang. Khi quay ra ngoai, Lucas nhin con
pho trede khi dong ctra lai sau lwng, roi néi, “DPung la mot cach nhanh gon
dé thoi bay sau nghin do. Toi tw hao vé cau”.

Bob nhiin vai. “T6i c6 cong viéc 6n dinh, t6i khong mé xe cd, khong
co bac, khong gai gi, khong nghién hit... Trong tay t6i van con vai dong
nita, va toi chra bao gio c6 mot bo dé6 may ti t€, thé thi sao lai khong
chi?”

Lucas vo vao lung cau ta. “Nhuw t6i da noi, t6i ty hao vé cau - nghiém
tic ddy. Anh ban thdn mén cuta toi, cau dang s¢ chét khiép kia. Cau can
phai ngang cao dau 1én, ngay cad & New Orleans.”

“T6i thich cai doan lam viéc vGi sing 6ng... Téi chang bao gid biét
dén may cai ddy. Nhuwng t6i van phai noi t6i khong lang phi Bon nghin dé
sam doi giay brogue* dau nha.”

Lucas no6i, “Cau dang dirng trén con doc tron trwgt day, Bob. To6i dy
doan cau sé chét mé may doi giay brogue, nhung phaéi sau... ba nam nita
kia. Mot khi da dan buwdc vao sé khong quay dau lai dugc dau”.
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Toi tirng nghe ai d6 noi thé veé tinh duc dong gidi,” Bob noi.

Gan giong vay do,” Lucas dap. “Rat giong.”

https://thuviensach.vn



17

Parrish dén nha Grant. Khi Grant ra m& ctta - ba quan gia da dwgc cho
vé nha - ga hoi, “Ai dang & day thé?”.

“George,” Grant dap. “Bon toi dang ¢ trong SCIF.”

Parrish theo mu di ngang nha, qua canh ctta trgt nang né xuéng tang
ham, né cam lang dong lai sau lwng ho; roi ca hai xuéng cau thang. Claxson
dang nga ngon trén so pha. Lao ta deo cap kinh phi cong, mac bé complet
vai soc mau xanh thang thém; chiéc cap da mon xo kha hop thoi nam duédi
chan.

Parrish ng6i xuong ghé réi hoéi, “Cé chuyén gi thé?”.

Grant nhin Claxson, néi, “Thiét bi do tim cho thdy anh mang theo d6
kim loai 16n nhung khong phéi d6 dién t, di dong khong tinh nhé”.

“Cau ta c6 stung,” Claxson nai.

“Lay Chua,” Parrish n6i. Ro6i, “Sao chit?”.

Grant m& ngan kéo ban lam viéc, 1ay ra khau 9 li, dat Ién ban. “Rat vui
dwoc biét diéu do.”

Parrish lac dau. “T6i sé khong ban ai hét... T6i nghi cac nguoi sé quay
phim hoac ghi am; t6i hy vong cac nguoi sé dé né & dinh dang dé xda.”

“Pung vay,” Grant dap. “Tat nhién r6i.”

Parrish: “Pugc roi. Chuyén gi thé?”
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“RITTER, DO LA CHUYEN GI BAY,” Claxson dap. “C6 vé nhw Canh sat
Tw phap thu dugc qua da bang chitng chitng minh han da ngéi trong chiéc
xe tai dam trung Smalls.”

“Va giét chét Whitehead,” Grant n6i thém. “Nhw thé t6i dang bi mac
ket trong rap xi€c vay. Tat ca nghe c6 vé hay lam, cho dén khi nhitng thang
hé xudt hién.”

“Lam sao 6ng biét chuyén nay?” Parrish héi. “Rang bén Canh sat Tw
phap da...”

“T0i c6 ban trong DOJ*,” Claxson dap.

“Vay chung ta lam gi bay gio? Pua Ritter roi khoi day a?” Parrish hai.

Ca Grant lan Claxson déu nhin gd khéng néi cdu nao. Cudi cung
Parrish Ién tiéng, “Cac nguwdoi dang nghi dén giai phap... 1au dai hon a?”.

“Khong chi thé,” Claxson dap, “ching t6i dang nghi rang mdt trong ba
ching ta phai lam viéc d6. Thwgng nghi si Grant va toi da bo phiéu roi, cau
thang”.

“Cho da!” Parrish rit 1én. “T6i chuwa tirng lam thé.”

“Phai, nhung cdu lam dugc. Co thé cau chwa titng cé co hoi,” Claxson
néi. “T6i ting thay cau & tredng ban. Cé van de gi khong?”

“Chi la... t6i chwa 1am thé bao gid.”

“Tét ca chung ta & day cung gap phai rac roi nghiém trong,” Claxson
néi, dirng day, vion nguwoi sang phia Parrish. “Jim la ngwoi t6t nhung han
sap phai linh cédi 4n chung than néu bon cém lan ra. Va chung da & rat gan.
Ching muén han, nhung ching muén tom ching ta nhiéu hon ddy. Néu
ching khuat phuc duwgc han, dat dwoc théa thuan nao dé vdi han, ca li xem
nhw xong. Han phai bién di. Thugng nghi si Grant can phai xudt hién céng
khai trong khi han phai bién di, va t6i ciing thé. Tat ca tuy thudc & cau.”

“Me kiép, khong tin n6i,” Parrish néi. “Han phai cé cach nao khac
ch.”
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Grant noéi, “Khong con cach nao khac nita, ca vGi George hay vdi toi.
Ma néu cau bi bat thi tinh hinh qua té. Claxson va toi sé néi rang cau la
thang ltra ddo, rang ching t6i coc biét cau dinh lam cai gi. Néu cau khong
bi bat, ching ta xem nhw gidi quyét xong mot rac rdi hién hitu. Mot rac roi
c6 thé giét chét tat ca ching ta”.

“Nhung ma...”

“Khong nhung nhi gi hét. Ba quyét r6i,” Claxson ndi. “Phdi tién hanh
ngay. C6 gang dirng dé bi tom. Bang khong, ngay ca cau ching toi cling
khong cttu n6i dau.”

PARRISH TRANH CAI, nhung Grant va Claxson van kién quyét: day la
viéc phai lam. Ga cdm thady mo hoi va ra nhw tam.

Ga chua bao gio phai lam “phan tay chan,” ga tirng lam hau can, van
chuyén quan nhu ngay cd khi lam viéc cho CIA. Néu ngudi ta can mot
nghin khau M4 dén Iraq vao ngay thit Hai, ga sé lam ngay, cho du c6 thé bi
roi r6t mot vai thung trén dwong van chuyén.

Nhung ga quen biét rat nhiéu tay chan thyc sy, da cung cdp rat nhiéu
chuyén hang quan nhu khan cap cho cac don vi dac nhiém. Ca ta tay chan
cli titng lang vang quanh Heracles, dén ro6i di hau nhw chang néi nang gi.
Ga thich y nghi rang minh c6 thé la ca véi ching.

Claxson da trong thay ga tai treong ban: Parrish thich ban sting va ban
rat gioi. Ga thich toan bo nghi thitc xtr 1y vii khi, thich lau sting cho sach,
thich cai mui dac trung cta loai nwdc rira sing Hoppe, thich cai mui cay se
ctia ban chdi lau sing bang dong.

Ga roi khéi SCIF vira thay khiép sg vira phan khich. Viéc nay phai
lam cho xong; va gio ga sé tim hiéu con ngwdi that ciia minh.

Con mot chuyén khién ga than trong: néu ho thyc sy mudn giai quyét
rac roi, ga c6 thé trd thanh muc tiéu tiép theo. Mot chuyén dang lo ngai.
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Ga goi cho Ritter. “C6 thé chiing ta gap rac roi tai St. Paul. Ta can n6i
chuyeén.”

“O dau?”

“Nha tao.”

KHI MUA NHA & Georgetown, Parrish dd chon cin nha t6t nhat minh c6
thé kiém duwgc, ay 1a can nha phé tir cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX, trong
on vé két cdu nhung bén trong thi ding la mét mé hon don. Ga phai theo
hoc cac khéa day stra chita nang cap nha ctra tai mot truong cao dang cong
dong ba nam trwdc khi xan tay 4o nang cdp can nha dau vao day.

Ké hoach khién ga tir hao nhat cé lién quan dén mot céi td. N6 nam
trong phong ngl, von dwgc ga cdi tao thanh phong lam viéc. Ga 16t bé toan
bo van khuon bao quanh canh ctra ban dau, thay bang tdm van 16i kim loai
nang chich, gan chat vao twong. Ga son phét tdim van nay téng xoet tong
véi twong, gan kém ta sach lam mat tién.

Cénh cita mé&i nay c6 mot 6 khda, cach mat san xap xi hai mét, vGi
mot chot khéa nang né bdo dam ta sach sé khong suy suyén, bat chap ké
ngoai kia c6 day hay kéo manh c& nao. B&i 6 kh6a nam ngay phia trén mot
trong cac gia ta sach, khong ai cé thé trong thay no trir phi ngudi do6 ditng
trén ghé hay la van dong vién béng r6 NBA. Mot khi mé khoa, ta sach sé
tranh sang bén lam 10 ra cai ta khac.

Mot céi ta chita day hang néng. Parrish tv nhan thay ban than la ké
chuan bi tot, mot ké c6d kha nang song sét. Ga thich céi y twéng cé can
phong an nau riéng trong nha.

Ga c6 hai khau sting treong ban phat mét dung trong chién dau, mot
khau sing trvong mau den trong t, cung mot td sing luc, bao gom hai
khau lap 6ng gidm thanh. Ga con s& hitu cd mét ngan kéo chita toan dao
gam, mot ngan kéo day dan dwoc, hai cung tén trg lwc cung mot tram miii
tén bang sgi carbon, 4o gidp bao vé co thé, mi sat phong cach lwc lwgng
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DELTA, hai cap kinh héng ngoai nhin trong dém, hai ba 16 chién thuat, ba
loai déng phuc nguy trang khac nhau, rat nhiéu ba 16 d6 nghé, mdt mat na
chong khi gas, tham chi ca chiéc mii cao boi bang rom. Phan nhiéu trong so
nay - trit chiéc mii cao béi - la do ga an cap trong thoi gian tham gia nghia
vu quan sy ¢ Trung Bong. Vi c6 tham gia cong tac hau can, ga khong gap
van dé gi khi mang ching quay vé My.

Khéng thit nao trong dong vii khi nay dugc dang ky tai Washington,
thé nén viéc sd hitu chiing la trong toi; dau vay ga khong lo lang qua nhiéu,
vi sung ong ban day ray & hat nay. Mac du thé, néu bon c6m muon tém ga
vi chuyén khac va luc tung can nha nay, viéc s& hitu sting 6ng c6 thé khién
ga mot gong.

Ga chon mot trong cac khau sung luc giam thanh, Kimber c& dan 45,
khau ga wa dung. Ga san sang roi.

Nhung rat cang thang.

NGAY XUA O IRAQ, Parrish tiing di hd téng ngoai Baghdad dén cin ct
khong quan Balad vé phia bac. Mt gio dong ho tr6i qua, doan xe dang
bang qua mot thon nho, mot xe tai cach xe ga ba xe tring dan phao - la
thiét bi no ty tao. Chi c6 mot tram gac & gan do - toa nha hai tang xay bang
gach bun, nam khuat trong bong ram ctia dam cay co - hai tén tay chan thyc
thu chay vé phia do, trong khi hai tén con lai nip dudi nhitng 6 ctta s6 chia
ra.

Mot ldc sau, mot trang tiéng sing vang lén tir phia sau toa nha, khi hai
tén tay chan chan ditng mot ké dang chay tron. xudng xe tai, Parrish c6 thé
thdy rang khong con nhiéu viéc dé lam nita. Tat cd moi nguwdi cung xuéng
xe, mOt y ta dang lo cham s6c nguwdi bi thwong phia trede. Ga trong thay
hai tén kia vong ra sau toa nha. Ga di theo hwéng do, noi ga thay ching
dang ditng quanh mot ké da bi ha.
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Parrish khung lai, buwéc dén gan nhin ngudi dan 6ng dang chay mau tw
v0 s6 vét thuong trén bung va mét bén chan. Ga hoi, “Han dinh bo trén a?”.

Mot trong hai tén tay chan dap, “Tao khong nghi vay”.

Tén thit hai hoi, “May tirng giét ai chwa Jack?”.

Parrish dap, “Chua”.

Tén nay trao cho Parrish khau M4 cua minh. “Nay. Lam di.”

Parrish cam 14y khau stng, nhin ké bi thwong dang nam duéi dat. Han
dang nhin lai ga, nguwdi han dung dwa tdi lui, hai chan co 1én dén tan nguc.

Parrish héi, “Cé phai thang vira ndy ném dan phao khong?”.

“Co thé,” tén tay chan dap. “Han da c6 gang vit di dong di, ném ra
dang kia kia.” Han hat dau vé phia bui cdy co cao ngang eo lung. “Bon tao
da tim thay né.”

Thang thit nhét gio 1én chiéc dién thoai ré tién. “Cha c6 ly do gi phai
lam thé, trr phi thang nay dung n6 dé kich né qua bom.”

Parrish no6i, “Pugc r6i”. Ga buwdc lui lai, chia khau stng truong vé
phia ngwoi dan ong bi thuwong. Anh ta noi, “Khong,” va khi Parrish tap
trung vao diém hong tam, tén thira hanh giat lai khau sing trén tay ga.

“Lay Chua, Jack, bon tao dua théi ma. Chua oi.”

Céac nhan vién y té cham séc tit ca nhitng ngudi bi thwong trong doan
h6 tong, nhung lic ho dén noi nguwdi dan 6ng kia da chét. Ciing xem nhw
han bét dau dén, Parrish nghi, khi chiéc tric thang y té Black Hawks khudy
tung dam bui mu quanh khu viec danh bom va thang tién dén bénh vién tai
Balad.

Thyc té 1a chang cé cai quai gi ggi tinh trong hoan canh nay, nhung
Parrish lai cong cttng khi nghi dén n6. Gia ma ga c6 co hdi dé bép co.

PARRISH DAN RITTER d6 xe cach hai khu phé r6i di b vao, trén dudng
di nhg dé y xem c6 bi theo doi khong. “Ludn c6 bai do xe dang sau quan ca
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phé, may c6 thé di vao roi di ra ma khong bi ai thay.”

“Tai sao lai dén nha dai ca?”

“Vi toan bd cdn nha nay do tao thiét ké nén né an toan. Chiing ta can
néi chuyén ma khong dé ai nghe thay. Véi tat ca dong ho 16n boc mui ma
ching may vai ra tai Heracles, tao sé ngac nhién lam néu khong c6 cai may
nghe 1én nao giau trong ghé van phong.”

“Gap dai ca luc chin gio,” Ritter noi.

Ritter la m6t ga lyc lwdng c6 chiéu cao trung binh, doi mat den, mai
toc den cat ngan va nwdc da vung Dia Trung Hai. Tai Somalia, & khodng
cach gan va quang khan rdn, han c6 thé bi nham la dan ban xi, va qua thuyc
thé. Parrish duwgc biét rang Ritter va em trai song sinh cta han tirng ditng
nhat nhi giai v6 dich viét da trung hoc toan bang Nebraska.

Ritter bo lai xe trong bai do phia sau quan ca phé Jitterbug; Parrish noi
ding, ¢ do rat toi. Néu han cé dinh cwép cua ai do, han sé chon noi nay dé
ra tay, Ritter nghi. Quan ca phé nay tiép doén toan khach la dai gia tay cam
Macbook Pros, toan dan co con.

Rat dé ra tay.

Ritter mat muwoi lam phat di bé dén nha Parrish, vong quanh khu pho
hai lan. Han nghi sé t6t hon nhiéu néu c6 mdét con cho; han tw héi
Washington c6 cho nao cho thué ché Pitbull khong.

Han chang trong thdy vat nao chuyén dong. Thyc té la néu bon canh
sat tw phap dang theo doi Parrish, c6 kha nang ching sé nip trén mai nha &
dau do, hodc trong can ho doi dién bén kia phd. Ching sé khong do xe &
noi bon cdm khac cé thé quay ray.

Muoi lam phuit sau khi roi khéi Jitterbug, han bam chudng ctra nha
Parrish.

KHI PARRISH mua can nha nay, san nha dugc lam bang go hodc dugc phu
tham. Tham sé tham hét mau nhw miéng bot bién, nhung san go ludn dugc
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boc sép rat tot, sé khé tham mau. San go trong bép dwgc hoan thién lai dé
dé ban; da bi an mon nhung van bong loang sac vang 6ng cua hat dé gia,
day chinh la noi Parrish quyét dinh sé giét Ritter.

Parrish khong nau an nhwng ga c6 ba cudn sach day nau an trén gia
sach dudi ta bép. Ga nhét khau stng vao gitta hai cuén sach, ¢ tu thé
nghiéng, chot an toan da bat, mot vién G2 RIP 9 milimét nam san trong 6
dan.

DPoi cho chang ich gi, ga nghi.

Khi Ritter bAm chu6ng cira, Parrish dat mot dia banh bao nhan thit ga
vao 10 vi séng, an nit quay réi ra m@ ctta. Mui banh bao thom phitc téa
khadp can bép sé xua tan bat ky nghi ngo nao cé thé goi lén trong tam tri
Ritter. Parrish cam thay cang thang hon ga twdng. Khi chuan bi sing, ga
nhan ra la néu lam héng chuyén, Ritter sé giét chét minh.

RITTER LEN VAO TRONG, Parrish déng chit cta lai sau lung roi hoi,
“Co thay ai khong?”.

“Khong, nhung néu dai ca bi dan chuyén nghiép theo dai thi em chiu.
Pai ca c¢6 nghi dén thang nao khong?”

“Khong han, nhung tr tuan tredc... ching ta da gap rac réi. Tao dang
lam bira t6i roi ddy. Quay vao bép di, tao sé ndi cho may nghe.”

Ritter di theo Parrish qua hanh lang xudng bép. Ga cam thay cho gitta
hai ba vai dau nhtc theo tirng budce chan khi Ritter theo sat phia sau, nhung
gd van tap trung vao viéc phai lam. Mén banh bao trong bép dang bat dau
nong 1én. Ritter noi, “Mui thom qua”.

Parrish vita m@ ctta 10 vi song vira noi, “Co sita, nwdc, bia va Pepsi
trong ta lanh ddy. Lon Pepsi cho tao con may thich gi thi tw 1ay”.

“R0i... Chuyén gi thé?” Ritter héi. Han miéng hoi tay mé ta lanh, canh
clra m@ ra rat rong, ngan gitta Parrish va chinh han. Parrish 1dy khau stng
giau gitta may cudn sach ra, va khi Ritter vira dong ctra tt lanh, trén tay
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cam hop carton dwng hon hai lit sita ciing lon Pepsi, ga na lién hai phat dan
tring nguc Ritter, mot trong hai vién ban xuyén hop carton, sita ban tung
toe 1én mat va nguc han.

Ritter lao dao, nhin Parrish bang d6i mat trong rong, tay buong roi lon
Pepsi cung hdp sita, xoay nguwdi ngd sap mat xudng san, nam co giat vai
gidy roi bat dong.

Cho du xung quanh van vat tinh lang, hai phat sing van vang rén
trong can bép nhd. Chua du to dé hang x6m nghe thdy, nhwng van du khién
Parrish u tai mot lat.

Ga nhin xudng céi xac, cam thdy dong hoa chat nao d6 dang tran khap
co thé. Khong phaéi adrenaline, ma la thit gi d6 khac, mot thi tham chi con
nguyén thiy hon, mot dang ho6c-moén khién ga nin théd, cé thé 1a bién thé
cta testosterone. Khong can biét la gi nhung nho né cac chién binh cam
thdy ha hé khi giét nguoi.

N6 tao ra mét... sy hung phan. Parrish ditng yén dé, nham mat lai, dé
ban than trai nghiém cam giac tuyét voi do.

TRUOC KHI ROT KHOI nha Grant va SCIF, Parrish, Grant va Claxson da
ban bac xem nén giai quyét xac cua Ritter nhu thé nao. Claxson ggi y mang
né vao dau do sau trong ring roi 1ap di. Grant néi rang mu sé dé may tay
chuyén nghiép lam viéc dy, nhung con thém rang mu tirng biét mot vu
twong tw va rat hiéu qua.

Parrish n6i rang ga nghi ra vai cach, nhwng that ra ga da cé y twong tu
lau r6i: xét dén chuyén may tén cém lén vén quanh D.C. va ving nong
thon 1an can, ga sé khong di chuyén cai xac dén bat ky dau qua xa, va ga
chac chan sé khong luan quan & trong rirng, trong bong toi, véi bao tai va
mot cai xéng.

Ga da tinh xong chuyén phai vut cai xac di dau trede ca khi roi khoi
SCIF.
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PARRISH NHANH CHONG 16t b6 hét moi thit c6 thé gitip ngudi ta nhan
dang cai xac cua Ritter nhw vi, dién thoai, dong hé Rolex, mot chi€c nhan
quan doi c6 vién da mau xanh. Ga 14y tdi dung rac tw trong ta bép ra, quy
xuong luén vao phan than trén cua Ritter. Han lai bat dau run 1én nhu lic
nady: cac té bao ndo dang hap héi. Ga luén mot cai tii khac vao hai chan
Ritter, 1at xac chét lai dé xem xét mat san. C6 vét mau hong tron lan vdi
stta. Parrish dung nwdc tay rita gia dung lau san, c6 gang chui sach mau va
stta bang gidy vé sinh, ddm bao rang ga khong dé lai dau vét gi. Ga khong
quén nhdt cac vo dan 45 1én: khi ra duwong cao téc ga sé quang ching ra
ngoai ctra xe.

Xong xudi ga nhin lai cai xac trong tui. Ti€p theo la cong viéc toi té
nhat. Vu giét nguwdi dugc tién hanh kha sach sé va chang cé gi kich tinh.
Tuy nhién néu xac chét dugc tim thay, can phai lam cham qua trinh nhan
dién cang lau cang tot. Ga rut con dao phay ra khéi canh cira r6i cat lia
khdp thw ba khoi titng ngon tay Ritter, nhan nho triéc am thanh vang lén
khi lwdi dao phay nghién qua xwong va day chang.

Ga dé cac dau ngon tay dut lia xudng miéng gidy goi thyc pham Saran
Wrap trdi bén canh, r6i mang vao phong tam. Ga viit xuéng boén cau c& ba
ngon mot, va lan cudi ga vt not bén ngon roi xa nwde. Hai long, ga kéo 1@
xac Ritter xuéng cau thang vao ga-ra, nhét vao phia sau xe Jeep, bang sitc
manh va nang lugng van con tran tré khong biét do loai ho6c moén nao vira
khuay lén.

Ga suyt quén mat dién thoai. Ga goi cho Grant. Mu nhdc mdy, va ca
hai khéng ai néi gi. M6t phit tréi qua, ga ngat cudc goi, mang dién thoai
1én gac dat trén quay bép.

GA LAI XE bing qua song dén mot quan bia c6 tén 1a Applejack’s Burger
& Beer, v0 tinh lai ndm gan mot tuyén tau dién ngam. Quan nay khong cé
mdy quay nhin ra phia thung rac, khong c6 ctta s6. Ga do xe canh mot
thung rac, trong chuwng nguoi di by, va trong muoi gidy cang tran nang
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lwgng tiép theo, ga nhac Ritter khéi xe Jeep quang vao thung rac, han rét
xuong gan nhu khong mot tiéng dong trén mot chong bia citng va rac ruéi.
Ga da 1ot chia khoa xe va dién thoai cua Ritter tit tr6dc. Ga nghién nat dién
thoai dudi got giay, ldy pin ra, ném cac manh v& vao thung rac. Nam giay
sau, xe ga da roi bai do, bon bon trén duong quay vé Georgetown. Ga ném
pin dién thoai ra ngoai ctra xe, cung cac vién dan c& 45. Quay vé ga-ra, ga
xem Xxét sau thung xe c6 vwrong lai vét mau nao khong, r6i di bd dén quan
ca phé Jitterbug, bdm chia khoa diéu khién tir xa, va nhan ra anh dén nhap
nhay tir chi€c Mazda cua Ritter.

Ga than trong lai chiéc xe dén ga tau dién ngam, gan noi phi tang xac
chét. Parrish dirng xe lai r6i bat chuyén tau quay nguwoc vé Washington, dén
Foggy Bottom. Tt day ga cudc bd vé nha, hon mot dam mot chuit.

Mot dam chang thdm vao dau.

Ga vtra di vira huyt sdo gan nhu suét chang dwong, kiém ché chat
adrenaline dang trao dang khap co thé, vira hinh dung lai canh n6 sung
trong ting khung hinh thoang qua.

Nhét dinh chang con ai lam t6t hon minh, ga nghi.

Vé nha ga goi vao di dong cta Claxson. Lao ta khong tra 10i, ding
nhw ké hoach. Cudc goi chi dén tir s6 cua Parrish cho thady moi thit da dién
ra suon se.

Ga khong thich phai xuong tay loai bé Jim, nhwng ching da quyét
chan diéng rac roi, va ga sé séng trong hoi hop tir gio dén hét doi. Ga hy
vong ngay nao dé ga sé lai lam thé.
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18

Khi thanh Allah muén can thiép vao mot &n mang hoan hdo, Nguoi sé
chang chan chtr.

Jasim Nagi, anh chang Hoi gido g6c A Rap kha sung dao sinh truéng
tai thanh pho Atlantic, ngwdi luén mang trong minh ditc tin cao voi vgi lan
lgi thé khau am vung New Jersey, lai xe tai ché rac.

Khéng phai xe chd rac tam thwong: chiéc nay la loai hai nam tu6i, co
mau xanh sang son dong chit McNeilus, chd dwgce khoi rdc cao dén bon
muoi thudc, va dé 1ai dwge né phai can mot so ki nang.

Luc sau gio khi anh binh minh vtra 16 rang, Nagi khéo 1éo lach qua bai
do xe trong ctia quan Applejack, nang thung rac 1én. Khi rac d6 vao trong
khoang chia rac, anh ta nghe thdy mét tiéng uynh rat to, nhw thé vat gi to
dung lam bang kim loai vira rét xuong.

Anh ta thét 1én “Oi... troi 0i” bdng giong viing by bién Joisey hay
nhat, vi anh ta biét n6 c6 thé la gi: mot thiét bi van phong da 16i thoi, may
in chang han. Cé thé né bi quang vao thung rac, vi nguwdi cha khong mudn
vut bo no theo cach than thién v6i moi treong.

Nhu thé cling c6 nghia 1a néu Nagi c6 gang dé n6 xuéng h6 chon rac
ma khong bao cdo va roéi bi bat qua tang, thi anh ta sé bi mac ket vGi ca
khoan tién phat lan cai may in.

Nagi tiép tuc 1ai xe doc theo 19 trinh, thu duwgc mé rac day ap dau tién
trong ngay va dem di dé vao lic chin gio. Tai bai rac, anh ta néi véi nhan
vién giam sat & cong rang trong dong rac c6 thé lan mot may in cd 16n.
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Giam sat vién chi cho anh ta dén mot bai dé chuyén biét, mot cong nhan lai
may xuc rac di cung anh ta.

Nagi do rac xuéng, doi cho cai vay tay ctia ngwoi cong nhan. Nhung
thay vao do, anh ta trong thdy chang cong nhan mat trang béch chay doc
swon xe tai, goi 16n, “T6t hon anh nén chay khoi day”.

Chiéc mdy in nam dé, trén dinh dong rac boc mui hoi thoi. Ngay bén
canh 16 ra mot phan cang chan, van con dang x6 chiéc giay leo nui
Salomon dat tién.

Nagi lam dau thanh gia, du anh ta theo dao Hoi, bgi vi d6 la viéc
nguoi ta sé lam néu 16n 1én & New Jersey. Quay sang ngudi cong nhan, anh
ta noi, “Khéng hay roi, goi sép di”.

CANH SAT DEN, tiép theo 1a béc si phép y, va xac chét ndm phoi ra day
trong hon hai gio dong ho, cho canh sat chup anh va 1at di 14t lai. Phan than
trén van trum trong tii rac nhia mau den, tii dwgc mang ra cho khac dé
giam dinh thém. Pa ghi nhan khong cé dau van tay, nhom diéu tra xtr ly
hién trrong lwu y diu van tay cé thé in han trén co thé & cho nao do, va ké
sat nhan biét rd diéu nay. Nhoém diéu tra hién treong kiém tra quan 4o dé
tim thit gi d6 giip nhan dang nan nhan, nhwng khong thay gi ca.

Khi cac canh sat cho rang ho da hoan thanh xong moi viéc tai hién
treong, thi thé dugc chuyén dén van phong phéap y. Tai day nguwoi ta sé cdi
bd quan do cta xac chét, sau do cho vao tui dé giam dinh riéng, trén thi thé
phat hién hai hinh xam. Mot la hinh 14 c¢ My pho bién, tuy nhién hinh xam
con lai lién quan téi lyc lwong dac nhiém, véi phu hieu ODA 331.

Thoéng tin nay, kem bitc dnh chup gwong mat ngwoi chét, dugc gri dén
B0O Tw lénh Diéu tra Hinh sw cta quan doi. Do dac thu quan doi, né dugc
viét tat thanh “CID,” vi “CIC” nghia la “Téng Tw lénh**.

Hai tiéng sau, CID gui lai kem thdng tin rang thi thé nay gan nhu chac
chan la cta cyu thuwong si James Harold Ritter, va hai dong doi trwdce kia
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cling nhan dang dugc han ngay sau d6. Han dugc gidi ngli mot cach vinh
du khoi lyc lvgng quan doi vai nam trudc.

Cac canh sat tim thdy mot bang lai xe & Virginia dang ky tén Ritter,
khép vGi cac tdm anh. Ho dén dia chi nha han tai Arlington, noi vién quan
1y khu chung cu cho biét rang cac canh sat tv phap lién bang vira luc soat
can ho nay.

Cudi cung ho cling tim dwgc Russell Forte, ho ké cho anh ta nghe vé
Ritter va hoi vé cudoc kham xét. Forte néi, “T6i s€ goi cho vién canh sat phu
trach cudc kham xét, dwa cau ta dén gap cac anh”.

Vao lic d6, cudc giai phau dang dugc tién hanh tai van phong phép .

Nagi dan duong cho cac canh sat Alexandria dén bai do xe cua quan
Applejack, cho du anh ta khong thé néi chac dugc thi thé nay dén tir dau.
Quan Applejack la mot suy doan tot, nhing n6 cé thé dén tir mot trong hai
diém dirng trdc dé cda anh ta.

Canh sat da kiém tra tat ca ba dia diém nhung khong tim thdy bang
chirng nao lién quan téi mot vu giét nguwdi trong tat ca nhitng thung rac cé &
do.

CANH SAT TIM THAY FORTE nhanh hon ho twéng, vi anh ta dé nghi
cung cdp tat ca thong tin cé thé vé Ritter. Lai lich cta nan nhan chinh la
manh m6i quan trong.

Hai phut sau khi néi chuyén xong véi canh sat, Forte goi Lucas.

“Tin xau day anh ban,” Forte n6i khi Lucas bat may.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Lucas héi. Anh, Bob va Rae dang thong tha di doc
pho M tai Georgetown, vi chang biét con noi nao thua vi dé dén choi.

“Ké nao do6 da giét chét James Harold Ritter va vui xac han trong
thung rac. Thi thé dwoc phat hién rat tinh cd. Tai m6t ho rac. Pang tién
hanh kham nghiém t thi, nhwng canh sat n6i rang han bi ban hai phat vao
nguc. Phan doan t6t nhat vao lic nay la han bi giét vao dém qua.”
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“Oi khong. Troi a.” Bob va Rae dirng buéc khi nghe giong Lucas. Anh
quay sang ho r6i néi, “Ké nao do da giét Ritter”.

“Hung thu cat lia cac dau ngén tay cua Ritter dé khong cho nhan dang,
nhing nguwoi ta van nhan ra han nho hinh xam tir hoi con trong lwc lwgng
ddc nhiém, sau d6 la khép véi anh trong bang 1ai,” Forte ndi. “Dén gio van
chwa c6 thém thong tin mdi nao, trir phi két qua kham nghiém cho biét diéu
gi do. Co6 vé nhw phai cho dai ¢6 day.”

“T6t hon hét ching toi nén tdi d6. Chung t6i sé can dia chi phong giai
phau.”

“Co cho anh lubn day,” Forte dap. “Va canh sat mudn n6i chuyén véi
anh day.”

“Nghe nay, goi lai cho dam canh sat bao ho kin mom kin miéng vé vu
an mang... trong hai ngay. Hay dé nghi ho hgp tac vdi chiing ta. T6t nhét la
ding 1ap ho so vu nay cho dén khi chiing t6i biét can phai lam gi.”

“T6i lam dwgc ma,” Forte noi.

“CO CHUYEN GI VOI HAN THE?” Rae hoi.

“Ké nao dé da ban chét han,” Lucas dap. Anh ké cho ho nghe phan
con lai, ho ding d6, lac dau khi nghe cau chuyén.

Bob nhin Rae r6i néi, “Vat va roi day, co em”.

Ba ngudi ho dang chd diéu gi do dién ra; ho da tinh dén chuyén day
nhanh moi viéc hon nita, nhuwng roi quyét dinh nén cho dén khi nhan dugc
két qua tr phong thi nghiém & West Virginia, c6 thé dén vao bat ky Itic nao.
Ho da danh ca budi chiéu hom qua va sang nay dé doc moi tai liéu ma FBI,
Cuc Canh sat Tw phap va quan doéi co thé c6 vé Ritter, Parrish va cac nhan
vien khac ctia Heracles.

Khi dén cho xe Evoque cta Lucas, Forte nhan tin dia chi noi dang tién
hanh giai phau.
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“Manassas,” Lucas noéi. “T6i con cha biét n6é ¢ dau.”

“O Virginia,” Bob néi. “Tdi nghi quanh day tirng dién ra tran ndi chién
di doi.”

Rae: “T6i con twdng no la thit ma nguwdi da trang hay giit trong binh,
dé trong ta lanh co.”

CHUYEN PI BPEN MANASSAS mét mot gio dong hd. Co s@ vat chat cua
phong giam dinh phap y trong nhu tredng cap mot, vién tham tir c6 tén la
Roger Clark ttt Phong Canh sat Trudng hat Frederick gap ho ngoai 16i vao.
Anh ta néi rang cudc giai phau sap keét thiic.

“Du la ké nao lam chuyén nay thi c6 vé han khong biét vé hinh xam,
vi n6 cho phép ching t6i nhan dang con nhanh hon ca diu van tay,” anh ta

s

noi.

“Pa biét dwogc thoi diém ti vong chwa?” Lucas haéi.

“Van chua, nhwng vai phut nita théi chiing ta sé biét. Néu cac anh c6
thoi gian thi hdy dgi & phong hop dwdi sanh nhé. To6i mudn bo sung phan
trinh bay cta cac anh vao bao céao.”

“Pugc ma,” Lucas dap. “Chuing t6i muon biét twong tan phat hién nay.
Tai mot ho rac a? Cé biét chiéc xe tai do tw dau dén khong?”

Clark cung cap thong tin cho ho roi dé nghi Lucas trinh bay. Anh dong
y, bat dau ti* vu tai nan ctia Whitehead va suyt giét chét Smalls, cho dén
cudc tan cong nham vao Weather va vu giét Douglas Last. Anh con mo ta
thong tin co ban vé Ritter va viéc han dinh liu dén Heracles.

“Cha. Anh nghi rang Ritter nhiing tay vao tat cd moi chuyén a?” Clark
héi.

Lucas gat dau. “Theo nhitng gi t6i biét thi vu giét ngudi nay khang
dinh diéu d6. Nhitng ké sap dat vu nay biét bon t6i dang theo sat han,
ching khéng thé mao hiém dé bi han phan bgi.”
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“Anh c6 nhitng nghi pham...”

“Pung. Mot so ké cong tac v6i Heracles. Chiing 1a dan chuyén nghiép,
va t6i khong nghi c6 thé khai thac ching nhiéu, nhung t6i cé thé cho anh
mady cai tén néu mudén néi chuyén véi ching.”

KHI CLARK da hai long va bo di kiém tra tién do cudc giai phau, Rae noi,
“Néu dan dia phvong dén noi chuyén véi bon Heracles, sé khién ching vo
dau birc téc day”.

“To6i dang mong doi diéu do,” Lucas néi. “Nhung sé con hitu ich hon
nhiéu néu dung Ritter lam chat xuc tac.”

“Han c6 thé bi giét vi cdi y twdng 1gi dung han cua ching ta theo kiéu
dé ddy,” Bob noi. “T6i c6 linh cdm xau vé chuyén nay.”

Lucas dap, “Pung. Toi nghe 10i cau”.

VAI PHUT SAU Clark quay lai va néi, “Bac si s& néi chuyén véi ching ta
ngay bay gio”.

Nha nghién cttu bénh hoc Benjamin Woode, ngudi béo i, véi mai toc
thira mau dé, 1én tiéng hdi, “Tai sao canh sat lién bang cac anh lai truy dudi
nguoi nay?”.

“Vi ching téi dugce dé nghi lam thé va cé tham quyén,” Lucas dap.
“Ong c6 phat hién ra diéu gi hitu ich khéng?”

“Co, hai diéu,” Woode dap. Tt ngudi 6ng ta pha ra thit mui riéng biét
cia cac phong giai phau, giong mui ctia ctta hang thit, nhuwng c6 lan mui
héa chat. “Nan nhan bi ban hai phat, cac vién dan déu xuyén qua xwong wc,
mot vién cach tim mot phan hodc hon, vién con lai xuyén thang qua tim.
Hai vién bat dau tach nhau ra ngay sau khi tring nguwdi nan nhan. Chiing la
nhitng vién dan giét nguwoi, dugc thiét ké chi danh riéng cho muc dich nay.
Mot vién hoan toan xuyén qua ngwoi. Loi cda vién dan thit hai van con bam
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vao da trén lwvng nan nhan. Ma anh ta bi ban tir phia treéc mat, trén 4o so
mi va xung quanh diém xam nhap cua vién dan con dinh kha nhiéu thuéc
sung, thé nén ké nd sing c6 kha nang ditng cach anh ta t6i da khong qua
mét rudi hodc ba mét.”

“C6 nhan dien dugc cac vien dan khong?” Bob hoi.

“Do6 khong phai viéc cua toi; ma la cua chuyén vién phap y... Nhung
ching da tan thanh tt'ng manh, va mot 16i dan dang bi mat. Mot chuyén cé
thé khién cac anh hitng thu do6 1a trong khi mot 16i dan khong xuyén qua
duwgc co thé, thi vai manh nho da cat dit cac mach mau va xuyén qua co
thé, da nan nhan va do so mi. Néu cac anh c6 thé tim ra hién tredng vu no
sung, ¢ dau dé trong nha, thi mot phong thi nghiém hién treong tét co thé
sé phat hién ra cdc manh dan nho do trong twong. Anh khong thay duwgc hét
ching dau trtv phi phai tim that ky. Ching nho xiu, giong nhitng mdanh
mong tay bi cat roi. Hung tht c6 thé khong don sach hét ching di dwoc...
ngay cd khi han biét diéu dé. Néu chi tiét nay quan trong.”

“C6 thé ddy,” Lucas néi. “Ong c6 biét dwgc thoi diém ti vong hay
khong?”

“Veé van dé nay chuing t6i khong néi chac dugc, cho dén khi nhan két
qua tw phong thi nghiém.”

“T6i biét, nhung y ong thi sao?”

“Anh ta van dang cho thay nhitng dau hiéu citng do. Anh ta bi ban vao
dém qua, chét chwa qua hai muoi tuw tiéng dau.”

CON NHIEU THONG TIN NUA nhung van chwa du gitip nhan dién hung
tha. N6i chuyén vai bac si phap y xong, ho xem xét quan 4o cua Ritter da
dugc nhét vao tui riéng. Vi ctia han bi mat, dong hé va mot chiéc nhan ciling
khong thdy dau: ho chi biét vé nhitng thi do d6 nhd vét trang ching dé lai
trén lan da rdm nang cua Ritter. Chi tiét duy nhat ho biét ti trang phuc dé la
Ritter thuwdng xuyén mac do, di giay danh cho hoat dong ngoai trdi rat sanh
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diéu, rang han deo that lvng da nang nham d& bao sing: Bob biét vi cau ta
cling cO cai twong tu.

“Khac biét duy nhat l1a han viét tén minh bang but 16ng Sharpie dang
sau that lung hay sao do6,” Bob néi, xoay chiéc that lung trong tay. “Co 1é vi
han tirng c6 thdoi gian & trai linh, ai cling deo that lwng giat sung; dat tién
day.”

Lucas liéc nhin cai that luvng, cé dong chit “James Ritter” tinh té dugc
viét bang muc den, cé thém cac chdm trang tri phia triéc ho va theo sau tén
kéo dai dén hét that lung. Ngoai ra con mot chit “S”.

“Ngo6i ti man thiét ké nghé thudt trang tri thé nay,” Rae ndi, “chac
cong phu lam day”.

Lucas néi vgi Clark, “Ching t6i sé xem qua can hd cta han, lam mat
vong nita xem. Gio thi chang can 1énh kham xét nita. Xe han dang lai hoac
la chiéc Ford F-250 hodc la con ga trong Mazda Miata. Chuing t6i biét ca
hai bién s6 r6i. Ching t6i can toan bg cac canh sat tuan tra dia phwong tim
kiém no.”

“Bon nay sé trién khai luén, néu tim thay chung toi sé goi,” Clark néi.
“Nhung toi phai c6 mat khi cac anh luc soat can ho.”

“Rat han hanh,” Lucas dap.

LUCAS, BOB VA RAE dén cin hd cta Ritter cing Clark. Trén duong di,
Bob néi, “Chiéc xe tai trong cé vé chwa chay dugc nhiéu. Co thé ching ta
nén tim kiém ADN trén xe luén. Cé kha nang Ritter la ngwoi 14i; vay ching
ta nén tim cac dau vét trén ghé hanh khach, dé xem ai c6 thé la nguoi ngoi
do”.

Rae ndi, “Gio FBI phan tich ADN phap y nhanh lam. Néu ching ta
nh¢ dugc mot doi dén day, ngay ngay mai la c6 két qua r6i”.

“Y hay day,” Lucas néi. “Tht chiing ta can 1a mot doi kham nghiém
hién treong FBI tai can hd cta Ritter, dé xem han cé bi giét & d6 khong.
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Toi sé goi cho Forte xem anh ta c6 ci mot doi dén duwge khong. Sau do ho
c6 thé kiém tra chiéc xe tai”

Bob noi, “Chiing ta can mot Ritter mgi. Bay gio ta lai quay vé diém
xuat phat roi”.

“Luon la Moore va McCoy,” Rae noi.

“Phai, ching hop day,” Lucas ndi.

“Me kiép Ritter,” Bob ndi.

BON MUOI LAM PHUT SAU, xe ho tién vao khu chung cw nha Ritter,
vong ra dang sau. Khong thay chiéc Miata dau ca.

“Co6 khd nang han khong bi ban & day. Hung thu chac sé khong 1ai xe
di dau,” Lucas noi. Forte goi. Chase da diéu mét doi kham nghiém hién
treong dén.

TRONG KHI CHO DOI nhém FBI xuét hién, anh nhan dwgc cube goi tw
Armstrong. “Cé thé anh sé phdi tham van Ritter citng dau mét lan niva day,”
anh ta néi. “Chuang t6i nhan lai két qua xét nghiém cac mau vai l1ay tr xe
tai, hoan toan khdp véi cac mau vai 1ay tir cac sic go. Pay la loai vai bat
dung cho cac tham tap vo. N6 khong phé bién.”

“A, t6i c6 vai thong tin vé Ritter cho anh...” Lucas bét dau.

Armstrong kinh ngac tr6c vu an mang, Lucas cho biét rang cac mau
vai van déng vai tro quan trong néu ching cé thé 1ay duge ADN tir chiéc xe
tai. “Pung bo quen no nhé, Carl. Chung toi sé goi lai cho anh.”

“T6i cam thay nhw ching ta dang lan ay, nhung to6i khong biét 1a lan
1én doi hay xuéng doi,” Bob néi khi Lucas ké cho ho nghe cac két qua xét
nghiém ctia Armstrong.
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NHOM FBI xuét hién, vién quan 1y dan ho vao cin ho cua Ritter dé tién
hanh kham xét tam thoi, trong khi cac canh sat lién bang cung Clark tu tap
trong sanh. Mot tiéng sau, tredng nhom, Jake Ricardo, bwéc ra va ndi,
“Chung to6i khong tim thay bat ky dau hiéu nao cia vu no’ sung ¢ day. To6i
khong tin han bi giét trong can hd nay”.

Khong phdi la hién tredng vu an mang. Lan dau tién cac canh sat tw
phap kham xét noi nay, ho da bi han ché béi 1énh kham xét - ho phdi tuan
theo danh sach cu thé nhitng gi dwgc phép luc soat vi tham quyén cta ho
kha méng. Véi viéc Ritter bi sat hai, nhém FBI c6 thé thodi mai x&i tung
can ho.

Ho da lam thé.

Phat hién quan trong dau tién la hai cuén ho chiéu, dugc giau duéi
mép mot tdm thdm ghim xudng san bang bang dinh hai mat. Mt 1a hd
chiéu Anh cap cho Richard Cames, cé anh Ritter. Mot 1a hd chiéu My, cap
cho David Havelock cling c6 anh Ritter.

Phat hién dang ké thit hai, va cling la phat hién cu6i cung, la laptop
cta Ritter, dang nam trén ban ca phé. Ho khong thé xam nhdp vao may vi
n6é duwgce bao vé bang mat khau. Lucas hoi nhém FBI xem ho c6 thé mang
laptop dén phong thi nghiém may tinh dé bé khéa hay khong.

“C6 mot noi khac, & Quantico,” Ricardo noi. “Toi sé goi xem ho co
nhan vu nay khong. Di dong cua han thi sao?”

“Khong tim thay,” Lucas dap. “Chung toi biét han c6 mdt cai vi ching
t0i biét s6 di dong ctia han, ching t6i biét han dé dién thoai & vai noi nhung
khong tim ra.”

“Han bi giét khi nao?”

“Co thé 1a dém qua,” Lucas dap.

“Cua hang nao?”

“Verizon.”
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“Pugc r6i. Verizon sé lan tim dit liéu vé han nguwgc vé khoang thoi
gian trwdc, cac doan tin nhan it nhat tir vai ngay trwdc. Anh nén c¥ nguoi
theo sat.”

“Anh lam duwgc khong?”

“Nguoi cua ching toi c6 thé. Dé toi goi mot cau.”

ANH TA GOI CHO mot chuyén gia may tinh tai Quantico, c6 tén la Roger
Smith. “T6i song gan chd cac anh,” Smith néi. “T6i c6 thé ghé qua trén
dwong vé nha va xem thit mot chit. Néu khong lam gi dugc, ngay sang mai
t0i c6 thé mang n6 dén phong thi nghiém.”

“Tuyét day,” Lucas dap.

“Trong khi d6 thi tim mat khau di. N6 cé thé dugce viét ¢ bat ky dau,
néu han thyc sy viét n6 ra. Ma c6 kha nang la khong. Co6 kha nang la tén 16t
cua me han.”

“Chung toi sé tim,” Lucas nai.

CLARK, tham t hat Frederick, bé cudc trudc tién. “Néu con bat ky thit gi
khac & day, toi sé bi nguyén raa néu biét no la cai gi. T6i khong nghi han bo
lai mot méanh gidy viét "Toi sap dén nha Joe, va han c6 thé ban chét t6i.”

“Khong, nhung han c6 thé dé lai ddu vét dan t6i can nha,” Lucas ndi.
“FBI dang tim kiém thong tin tir dién thoai ctia han. Chd thém cht nita di,
ching ta can nghe tin ttr hg.”

Ho doi, nhung chwa qua mot tiéng. Chuyén vién ky thuat FBI goi cho
Lucas va hoi, “Anh c6 di dong hodc iPad khong?”.

“Co iPad dé trong xe,” Lucas dap.

“Cho t6i dia chi email cta anh, t6i sé gti anh duong lién két. Chiing
toi da 1ap ban do vi tri caa han trong 24 gio trede khi di dong cta han mat
lien lac.”
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“N6 mat lién lac vao lic nao?”
“Khodng by gid t6i qua, tai Virginia”
“O dau tai Virginia ca?”
“C6 mot noi ten la Applejack cai gi do...”

“DPéd la noi xac cda han bi vui,” Lucas noi. “Mat bao lau t6i méi thay
duoc vi tri?”

“Khoang ba muoi giay sau khi cho t6i dia chi email.”

LUCAS RA xe minh, 1ay chiéc iPad roi quay lai can ho cua Ritter, vira di
vira m& thu dién ti¢. Ho so FBI la mot ban PDF ctia Google map, véi vi tri
duwgc thé hién bang duong ké dé vat ngang ban do, cac con so bé bang con
kién gan kém vao vi tri. Mot chu thich ban do chi ro thdoi gian cho tirng con
s0.

Vi tri bat dau tir can hd caa Ritter trong tdm gio' dong ho - han dang
ngu - sau do la dén van phong Heracles, Iwu lai ddy vai tiéng, tiép theo la
mot duong ké dai vao bita tra - ra ngoai an trwa, Lucas nghi. Tin hiéu
quay vé van phong vao budi chiéu, di tiép dén mot dia diém & Arlington, vé
van phong, dén Georgetown vao bubi téi, va cubi cung la huwéng veé
Virginia, noi tin hiéu bién mat.

Lucas quay vao can ho, Bob, Rae va Clark déu nhin anh. “Dém qua
Ritter & nha, han 14i xe dén mot nha hang cach nha Parrish mot day phd,”
anh néi. “Cé may duong ngoan nghéo trén ban do, c6 thé la han di bo dén
nha Parrish. Tin hiéu lai bang qua song dén nha hang dé, noi thi thé cé kha
nang bi vui. Parrish da giét Ritter r6i mang han bang qua séng sau dé vui
xac.”

“Nghe ciing 6n day,” Clark néi. “On hon gia thuyét trén duong lai xe
quay vé nha, Ritter ghé mua céi gi d6 dé an thi bi may thang tran 16t ban
chét sau nha hang roi vui xac trong ho rac.”

“Chu nghia hoai nghi khong thich hgp.” Rae noi.
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“Chi vi cac luat su giéi nhat nwdc déu & Washington, vi noi nay can
ho,” Clark dap.

Pang nhin qua vai Lucas, Rae ndi, “Goi cho anh chang FBI, nh¢ lan
theo vi tri ctia Parrish di”.

“T4at nhién,” Lucas noi.

Trong khi Lucas dang n6i chuyén vé dién thoai, thi Smith, chuyén gia
mady tinh, xuat hién. Ban dau cau ta ngam Rae that 1au, r6i 1dy may cai hop
dién tr gi do xam nhap vao laptop cua Ritter. Vai phut sau, may bat len.
Nhin qua vai cau ta, Lucas néi, “Cam on nhé”.

“Anh dung voi cdm on,” Smith dap. “Moi thi trong may duwong nhw
da dugc ma hoa hét roi. Moi thit. Toan bo thw dién ti¢ va hon hai mwoi tai
liéu. Loai ma héa thwong mai tiéu chuan day...” Cau ta chi vao biéu twgng
mot ng dung tén la SanderCrypt trén man hinh. “Nhw thé nghia la khong
thé nao doc dugc cai mon nay néu khong biét mat ma.”

“Chét tiét, mat ma trong nhu thé nao?” Bob hai.

“Co thé la bat ky cai gi. Tham chi cé thé n6 chang ton tai, néu han ghi
nhdé no va tat nhién gio thi han chét r6i.”

“Néu han viét né ra thi sao?” Rae hoi. “N6 sé la bao nhiéu con so...
hay bao nhiéu chir cai... hay la bat ky cai gi?”

Smith lac dau. “Khong thé biét dwgc. N6 c6 thé la bat ky cai gi, co thé
chi 1a vai chit cai, con s6 hodc biéu twgng...”

“Cac anh khong thé bé dwoc a?”

“Khong. NSA ciing bé tay thdi. Chang ai lam dwgc dau.”

“Vay gia st han viét ra di? Chung to6i nén di tim céi gi?”

“Bat ky cai gi khong thudc vé noi nay,” Smith dap. “Hau hét moi
nguwoi khong viét theo kiéu, 'Nay, hay hinh dung, hinh dung con €éch, cay
dan violon va mat trang nhdy qua may cay trén ban phim cia may tinh dé
ban. Néu cac anh tim dwgc thit gi kiéu nhu thé, né chinh 1a mat ma.”
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“Chung t6i da luc soat khap cho nay, titng phdn mot, ma chang tim
thay thit gi nhu thé cd,” Lucas n6i. “Phai chang n6 la mot cau c6 ndi dung
hoan chinh thay vi ngau nhién?”

“A con tlly thudc vao hiéu biét cia hdn vé may tinh. Néu l1a 'Nay, hay
hinh dung, hinh dung con éch chang han, xem nao, dai ba mwoi chit cai,
gan nhw bat ky may tinh nao cling déu khong thé bé khoa noi. Pong thoi lai
rat dé nhd,” Smith dap. “Hau hét dan mu cong nghé khong biét diéu do, thé
nén ho tao ra mét chuodi dai ngau hitng. Tuy nhién cac chuoi dai ngau hing
rat kho nhd, thé nén ho phai viét ra. P6 1a thi anh nén tim - nhitng chit s6
va chit cai ngau hitng khong thudc vé noi nay, chang lién quan dén cai gi
hét.”

“Cling chwa ting thay bat ky cai gi nhw thé luén,” Lucas noi.

“Thé thi anh den r6i,” Smith dap. “T6i sé mang cai mdy nay veé - tim
duwgc gi toi sé bao. Co thé han gidu mat ma trong két an toan, hodc thi gi dé
anh sé tim ra sau.”

“Co vé khong c6 mua xuan do dau,” Bob noi.

Smith nhdn vai. “Anh néi ding. Vi tat ca cac thw dién t* ma hoa, cé
vé nhw han st dung ching kha nhiéu.” Cau ta ngirng lai r6i n6i thém, “T6i
c6 mot anh ban dung cac sb series trén cac to tién - mwoi so, hai chit cai;
mot lan gwi di, m6t lan nhan vé. Anh ta bdo rang anh ta gan nhw phai st
dung no vai lan. Cudi cung anh ta kep né vao ngan tréng trong vi dé chac
chan khong quén”.

“Ngay ca néu c6 vi ctaa Ritter trong tay con cha xem noi, huéng ho
khong c6,” Rae noi.

Lucas lac dau. “Phdi c6 cach bé gay n6 chit...”

Smith lac dau. “Xin 16i anh ban. Khong c6 cach nao dau. Dai la vay
day.”
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SMITH PANG GOI GHEM PO PAC thi k§ thuat vién dién thoai ctia FBI
goi dén, no6i rang dién thoai ctia Parrish cho tin hiéu, tai nha ga sudt budi toi
hém dé. Vai phiit sau, cac canh sat Arlington goi dén cho biét da tim thay
xe cua Ritter cach quan Applejack mét day pho. Bon cita xe déu khda,
nhung trong xe trong tron, khong c6 hién twgng phai mau giong nhu c6 vét
mau trén vai ghé ngoi. Ho da kéo xe vé va md thung xe, tuy nhién mot vién
canh sat noéi rang thung xe trong giong cai hop thirc an trwa hon la ngan
chita hang, chang ai nhét vira mot thi thé vao trong do, bat ké c6 dé lai dau
van tay hay khong.

“Nhung c6 thé co6 tai liéu gi do6,” Lucas néi. “T6i mudn cau goi lai
ngay sau khi m@ thung xe.”

“Chung t0i sé goi,” vién canh sat noi.
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Forte ra hai cuén ho chiéu qua co s@ dit liéu c6 lién quan xem Ritter
c6 thé da di nhitng dau; sau bita t6i anh ta goi lai cho Lucas, thong bao ca
hai dwgc st dung cho cac chuyén di sang chau Au va quay vé My.

“Han khong & 1au - Phap hai ngay, Tay Ban Nha ba ngay, dung mot ho
chiéu; Phap ba ngay, Pitc hai ngay bang hd chiéu con lai,” Forte n6i. “C6
thé toi sai nhung t6i nghi ngd han di du lich dé hgp thitc héa hai hd chiéu.
Thuwong ho sé khong chi y dén cac ho chiéu cli mang dau visa nhiéu bang
h6 chiéu mdi, néu lam kiém soat ho chiéu anh sé hiéu. Nhitng ho chiéu nay
da duwoc kiém tra roi.”

Sang hom sau, Bob goi sau khi tdp thé duc, Lucas bdo minh sé ra
ngoai di dao khoang hai tiéng. “T6i can thoi gian suy nghi, chi thé thoi.
Nghi xem ching ta c6 thé citu roi duge nhitng gi. Nhw cau da néi, Ritter la
can cau cua ta, va gio ta phai c6 can cau madi.”

Lucas quay vé Georgetown, gan noi anh & va la noi dé chiu dé tan bg.
Cudi cung anh ghé vao mot quan an, chén mot chéng banh kép cung thit
lgn mudi x6ng khéi, doc td Post. C6 mot muc nhé & trang ba vé cudc khau
chién gitta Smalls v6i Grant, nhung chang c6 gi mdi.

Khi thanh toan, anh trd bang t& 20 do cudi cung, khién anh ngac nhién
doi chat. Anh da thoi dung thé tii dung dé tra cac khoan tién nhé & noi xa
la - mo6i khi rit thé ra dung lai lam tang nguy co bi tan cong mang - thé nén
anh luon mang theo mat it tién mat. Tién trong tdi anh hiém khi dwéi 100
d6. Anh roi khéi quan an, trong tdi chi con 15 do va it tién 1, van dé tién
mat khong dua khién sau gdy anh nhitc nhoi nhw bi kién bo.
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Anh van chva tinh dwgc budce tiép theo.

NHIN THAY ngén hang Wells Fargo cach d6 hai ddy phd, anh lién budc
dén. Tra thé ATM vao mdy xong anh baAm mat ma... r6i nhan ra cac cham
chit n6i Braille duw6i dong hwéng dan nap thé. Anh ty héi ho dwa chit n6i
vao may lam gi, khi ma nguwdi mu sé rat kho nhin thay.

Tiéng ting ting vang l1én trong dau anh.

Anh rit tién mat nhét vao tui, goi cho Rae. “xudng trung tam thwong
mai di, - c6 thé co sé can mang theo laptop - va tai bang chit néi chi gém
cac chit cai va s6 sau do in ra. T6i can c6 tim hiéu xem no6 hoat dong thé
nao - dung roi, ch¥ Braille ay. Kiéu la tim hiéu cach doc bang chi¥ cai nay
ay.”

“Y anh 1a doc né béng tay toi dy ha?”
“Khong, khong... tim hiéu xem moi hoa van chit n6i nghia la gi - cac
chir cai la gi, s6 1a gi.”

“Um... Puoc roi. Chiing ta dang 1am céi gi thé?”

“Tim mat ma cho laptop cua Ritter.”

“Trong hé chit n6i a?”

“Con nhd may cai ddu chdm ky la trén mat sau that lvng ctia han
khong?” Lucas héi. Anh nghe thdy c6 hit vao mot hoi.

“Lay Chda, c6 thé anh doan chuan ro6i ddy, Tai sao khong tdi bang
iPad cta t6i lu6n? Chép mat la xong thoi,”

“Hién t6i khong c6 cai that lvng ay trong tay, nhung dung iPad 6n day.
Toi sé goi lai cho c6 khi c6 dugce that lwng, Hodc ching ta sé gap sau tai
khach san va cung tim mat ma”

“T6i tai luén day. Stump sé ngac nhién lam.,, ma anh ta khong hay
nhu thé.”
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“Chuing ta van chwa biét dang c6 gi trong tay,” Lucas noéi, “nhung
hwéng di nay cé vé diung. Mat ma trén that lung ctia han vira dam bdo yéu
t0 dai, lan ngau hitng, nhw han muo6n, rat tién lgi, xai dwgc & bat ky dau va
vao bat ky lic nao, vira khong sg quén vira khong sg ai biét. Nhitng nguoi
biét chi* noi sé khong thé thay no, co biét day vi...”

“Ho mu.”

“Pung. Con nguoi sang mat sé khong thé nhan ra chiing 1a mat ma.”

“Lam sao anh nhan ra duoc?” Co6 hoi.

“Nghi nhiéu dén né... t6i titng thdy cdc mat ma dang cham & nhiéu noi
khac nhau 16i,”. Lucas néi déi. “Y twéng chit néi chot dén trong dau toi
thoi.”

“R0i ngay nao d6 anh sé phai noi that véi t6i,” Rae néi.

KHI RAE LANG THANG trén mang tim kiém bang chit noi, Lucas goi
cho bac si phéap y hat Frederick, ty gi6i thiéu roi n6i chuyén véi nha diéu
tra Phong Phap y tén la Gates. “Anh c6 mot thi thé dang ¢ ddy, tén la James
Ritter ding khong?”

“Vang.”

“T6i can qua d6 xem that lung cta han,” Lucas n6i. “D6 1a that lung
giat sung, vdi nhitng con dia rong nhuw trén quan bo.”

“Anh dang mudn tim gi thé?” Gates hai.

“Mat sau that lvng. Cé thé c6 mot s6... thong tin... trén d6. Thit ching
t0i co thé tan dung,” Lucas dap.

“That sao? T6i chang thay gi hét.”

“Siéu nang lyc cha téi ma,” Lucas néi. “Cé thé mot tiéng nita toi sé téi
deé.”

“T6i c6 thé chup bang iPhone cua t6i réi giti cho anh trong bon phuit,”
Gates noi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“A vang, anh c thit 1am vy xem sao. T6i can toan bd mit sau day
lung do. Hién t6i dang ngoi bén dwong khu thwong mai Washington, t6i sé
cho anh goi lai.”

“Co ma bon phut khong xong dau, phai c& chuc phat day.”

“T61i sé doi,” Lucas noi.

DANG NGOI CHO cung chiéc iPad thi bay phit sau Lucas nhan dwgc anh,
c6 ba tam t4t cd, déu rat can canh, kém mot tin nhan, “Tt trai sang phai. C6
ding cac cham nay la mat ma khong?”.

Lucas chang bu6n trd 10i, chi nhan lai “Cam on nhiéu nhé,” r6i vé

thang khach san.

Lucas thdy Bob va Rae dang dgi trong phong Rae. C6 dé anh vao, ve
vay chiéc iPad tredc mdt anh va noéi, “Bob va t6i dang tim hiéu chit n6i. N6
don gian lam luon. Anh van nghi trén mat that lung kia la chit noi a?”.

“T6i chac chan la thé,” Lucas dap. Anh bat iPad, m& anh ra roi ca ba
cung cudi xuéng xem bén ban lam viéc, hai chi€c iPad xép canh nhau. Lucas
héi, “Lam sao ching ta biét xem dau nao truéc?”.

Rae gidi thich r6i Lucas n6i, “Thoi c6 doc di”.

Co ay lam theo, viét ra tirng chit cai hodc con so trén tap gidy ghi chu.
Khi cd ba xem Iwét cic tdm é&nh: c6 hai muoi tw biéu tugng:
“c3cejd241stpv319qubdo6g9”.

“Chang c6 y nghia gi ca ngoai mat ma ctia cai gi do,” Bob ndi.

LUCAS DAU TRANH vdi b may quan liéu cua FBI dé lién hé dugc vai
Roger Smith, chuyén vién ky thuat may tinh. “Co6 laptop ctia Jim Ritter
ngay canh day khéng?”

“N6 bi khoa roi, nhung toi c6 thé 14y dugce trong vai phut.”
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“T6i c6 vai con so6 cho cau day,” Lucas noi.

“Cho may nhé.”

BOB NOI VOI RAE, “Néu lam thé nay ma hiéu qud, c6 thé t5i s& phai hon
mong Lucas mat thoi. C6 thé cd sé khong mudn nhin canh dé dau”.

“Ma ciling chang con thoi gian,” Lucas néi. “Néu thé, ching ta can
phai xuéng Quantico va kiém tra cai th¢ nay.”

Rae: “Sao phai thé? Anh ta c6é thé gui thw dién t& cho ching ta co

ma.”

Lucas xoa mat, roi thd dai. “Chét tiét. Co biét day, c6 thé t6i van chua
quen véi viéc khéng phdi lic nao cling chay dén moi noi dé lay cac th
nita,” Lucas no6i. “T6i vira dinh lai xe mdt tiéng dén phong giam dinh phap
y dé xem that Iwng cta Ritter. Nhan vién diéu tra lai g tdi cac birc anh
chup bang iPhone trong c6 bdy phit. Cai cach né tw dung hién ra dai loai
khién toi hoi khiép sg.”

SMITH GOI LAI, néi, “Ching t6i dang day nhanh tién do. Phan doan tot
nhat cta anh vao lic nay la gi?”

Lucas doc day s6 va chir cai cho cdu ta, tay k¥ thuat vién go lai roi noi,
“Khong dugc”.

“Co thé la viét ngugc lai hay sao do,” Lucas noi.

“Hodc c6 thé 1a toi go sai. Toi sé doc lai n6 cho anh.”

Cau ta doc lai, dén cudi day chit va s6 cau ta néi, “ddo6g9”.

Lucas néi, “Chd da. Cho da. Cudi day phai la bdo, chit khéng phai la
ddo...”

Cau ta dap, “Pgi mot...” va sau dé, “MO PUQC KHOA ROI! Vao
dugc roi”.
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“T6i c6 thé qua xem, nhung néu cau gri duwgc thit nay, sé con nhanh
hon nhiéu.”

“Tdi giti duge. A ma c6 em 1am viéc cling anh tén 1a gi 4y nhi?” Smith
héi.

“Y cau la Rae a?” Lucas nhin Rae.

“Vang, cd nang xinh xinh ay... cau thu bong r6.”

“Rae.” Quay sang Rae, anh néi nho: “Han say nang c6 r6i day”.

“Binh thwong ma,” co dy noi.

Smith: “Gui cho t6i dia chi email cia ca c6 ay lan cia anh. T6i sé guri
cho c6 &y mét chudi giong nhw chudi anh vira g t6i... mot chudi khac, tat
nhién... Toi sé giti anh tat ca cac doan van ban va thw dién tr nén trong mot
tép qua thu dién ti¥ cia anh. Chuing ta sé tach riéng ra dé khéng ké nao c6
thé doc dwgc ca hai cing mot lic. Anh sé can phai nhdp ma vao méi doc
duwgc. La loai ma mot lan, sau khi anh da dung r6i thi khong ai nhap lai
duwgc nita. K€ ca chinh anh cling khong dwgc. Tat nhién, néu anh mé cac
tép trén mdy tinh ctia minh roi lvu lai dwéi dang van ban thwong, ké nao dé
c6 thé cudp may tinh cta anh va xem dwogc ching.”

“T6i sé m& no trén iPad. Toi dat ché do van tay r6i,” Lucas noi.

“Chang phai tén Ritter nay bi mit ngén tay sao?” Smith hoi.

“Phai,” Lucas dap. “Toi sé khong lam thé dau.”

“Cho t6i dia chi email cua Rae di.”

“Pirng dung vao co ay,” Lucas noi.

“Nay, toi lam viéc cho FBI. Trung thanh, qua cam, liém chinh*-FBI
ddy nha.”

SMITH NOI RANG SE MAT moét lic dé néi cac tép lai v&i nhau, ho ngbi
nghi ngoi xem chuwong trinh tro choi Nationals trong hai mwoi nham phuit,
réi iPad cta Lucas reo chuéng bao. Mot phut sau, mot chudi chir cai va con
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sO xuat hién trén may Rae: “Hey, sugar bun, I'd gr8ly like 2 take u out 4 a
drink someday”*.

“P6 khong thé 1a mat ma dugc,” Rae noi.

Bob: “Chac la n6 ddy. Con nhé cau ta néi vé viéc dung cac cau thong
thwong lam mat ma khéng? Va nhitng gi Lucas néi vé chuyén say nang c6
ay? Cau ta dang vira chuyén tin nhan ma hoéa vira tan tinh c6 cung lic day.”

“Anh ta trong dep giai ma,” Rae noi. “Cao rao, thong minh.”

“Nhung hoi,” Bob noi.

Lucas ndi, “Lay Chua t6i, Rae, go lai cai thit chét dam nay cho t6i di”.

Co ay lam theo, mot tép mdi xudt hién: muwdi hai van ban va ba muoi
thu dién tw.

“Khong nhiéu lam,” Rae néi.

“Ritter tudn thu ky luat ma,” Lucas n6i. “C6 kha nang han don sach
thi khong dung dén.”

“Ké ca du han biét ching ta khong thé bé khéa ma khong biét mat
ma?” Bob hoi.

“Ké cad nhu thé,” Lucas dap. “Néu cau c6 mot thit minh khong can
nita, thi vitt béng né di.” Nghi dén ban sao ké ngan hang cua Ritter, anh do
mat.

NHUNG RITTER CHANG TUAN THU KY LUAT CHO LAM.

Céc tép dai hon bao gom chi tiét cac chuyén hang dén Libya, Niger va
Iraq ctia Heracles - nhung khong biét cac chuyén hang dy c6 thé la gi - ma
dwgc Ritter, McCoy lan Moore ho tong tdi tan nhitng diém dén cudi cung.
Co tén nguwoi nhan va dia chi nhan, kem theo cac ghi cha van tat vé thoi
gian, thi thodng la cac dong chit bi an khién Lucas phai dé phong: “Maziq
rat dang tin cay va hiéu biét, luon dwgc bao vé ca vé than thé lan trén chinh

N

trrong, thé nén cau sé on khi dén do,” va “Cau khong thé trong dgi vao s
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hau thuan cua Jibril mét khi phéai d6i mat vdi tinh huong khé khan (chang
c6 dau). Phai hiéu rang anh ta thudc vé bon lwc Iwgng dan quan khac nhau
theo nhu ching ta biét, va ho khong than thién véi nhau cho lam, thé nén
anh ta la ké san sang thay d6i dirc tin nhu thay do. Néu anh ta thay 4o...”.

Nguoi khac néi “Mai khi khong thay va li cia minh dau, hay kiém tra
ngay cac dau niém phong khi tim lai dugc ching. Ngay cé khi xuéng may
bay. Co6 hai kha nang: cai thit ché chét nay khong thé rap lai vao dugc hodc
ching ta dang gap rac roi”.

Nguwai thit ba néi “Phai dé y OGA, ¢ dé ching day ray”.

“Toi ty hoi OGA 1a cai gi?” Lucas hoi.

“T6i biét day,” Bob dap. “Tt viét tat cia 'Co quan chinh pha khac,'
nghia la CIA.”

“Pa hiéu.”

“FBI can xem cai nay,” Rae noéi. “Con céc thw dién t¥ thi sao?”

Hau hét cac thw déu dugec ma héa. Chung duge gi dén tir vai nguoi
lam & Heracles, nhwng hau hét déu néi nhitng cau nhw “Ching ta van di lic
hai gio a?”.

Thé roi ho tim thay cac ban do.

Lucas nhap chudt vao mot bite thw c6 tidu dé “O day”
hai birc anh chup tw vé tinh, phong to cac khu vuce kin dao @ West Virginia.
Mot énh c6 chdm danh dau mét noi cé vé la diém giao gitta dwong mon vai

, m& ra thi thay

dwong lang, cach cabin ctia Smalls chwa day nita dam, trén bd nam song
Potomac.

Birc thw con lai hién thi “con dwong” bat dau tir diém va cham, noi xe
tai cua Ritter ddm vao xe Cadillac cia Smalls, dén con duong lang phia
trén cabin, roi dén vi tri vui cac sic go gan trén suon xe tai.

Ca ba nguoi cung xem thw, nira tin nita ngd, cho dén khi Bob go vao
man hinh noi con dwong mon giao vdi duong lang. “Pay la mot bao cao do
tham, 1én ké hoach vu tan cong. Ai dé da co y theo d6i Smalls - & day. Khi
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ho roi khoi cabin, ngwoi dé sé goi cho Ritter, ng6i trong xe téi, sau d6 bwdc
ra noi xe tai sé don - & day. Nguwoi d6 duwge don va ching sé 1ai dén noi vui
cac suc go. Tiép theo chung tién lén doi va quay vé D.C.”

“Nhin dau thoi gian xem,” Lucas néi. “La bao 1au nhi, nam ngay trudc
khi Smalls bi dam a? Chac chan ching phai theo doi 6ng ay, biét rang 6ng
ay sé 1én d6 cung Whitehead.”

“Néu chi theo doi théi anh sé khong biét dugc dau,” Rae ndi. “Ching
da nghe 1én 0ng ay.”

Buc thv dugce guri cho Ritter tr Moore.

Lucas néi, “Chuing ta can cho FBI biét chuyén nay. Tiép theo ching ta
dén luc soat nha Moore. Han sé bi nwéng chin. Han chinh la can cau maéi
cta ching ta. Cau hoi duy nhat bay gio 1a, nén tong giam han hay giat day
han?”.

LUCAS LAI VAT VA vuot qua bitc twong quan liéu ctia FBI, cuéi cling
cling lién hé dugc véi trg 1y cia Jane Chase. Anh ta cho biét Chase dang du
hoi nghi. Lucas no6i, “Chuyén nay cyc ky hé trong. Ngay bay gio anh budc
vao phong hop, néi véi ba ta rang Canh sat Tw phap My goi t6i cung cap
thong tin ma ba ta can. Ba ta sé biét anh dang néi vé cai gi”.

Tay trg ly ngan ngtr roi 1én ti€éng, giong c6 vé cau tiét, “Dugc, tdi sé
lam thé, nhung t6i hy vong anh khong khién t6i gap rac roi”.

“Toi hita sé khong c6 chuyén do dau.”

Hai phut sau, Chase ndi, “A 16?”.

“Lucas Davenport day, canh sat tv phap twr cudc hop...”

“T6i nhd ma,” ba ta dap, giong khé khoc nhw cat sa mac. “Anh muoén
gi?”

“Ba da biét mot trong cac muc tiéu ctua ching ta, James Ritter, bi giét
r6i chiy?”
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“Co, t0i dugc thong bao r6i. Forte da goi.”

“Chung toi c6 dugc laptop cua Ritter...”

“Va toi hiéu la n6 dwgc ma hoa rat ac.”

“Pung. Nhung sang nay toi cung cac canh sat khac da bé khoa dugc
r6i. Chung t6i c6 mot so tai liéu vé cac chuyén hang tir Heracles chuyén tGi
Libya, Iraq va Niger, cho du ching khong néi 16 cac chuyén hang do la gi.
RO rang la ching khong mudén bét ky ai biét dén. Theo quan diém cua
ching t6i, diéu quan trong hon la rd rang tai liéu nay xac dinh mot nghi
pham khac c6 tén la Moore tai cabin cua Thugng nghi si Smalls. Ngoai ra
n6 con dinh vi chinh xac noi ching vui cac sic go chiang t6i thay dinh son
tir chiéc Cadillac cua Smalls. Ching t6i dang nghi dén chuyén luc soat nha
Moore ngay 1ap titc. Cau hoi la chiing t6i nén t6ng giam han hay bién han
thanh con r6i? Hodc chung t6i mudn biét liéu FBI c6 y twdng nao khac
khong?”

“Cho da. Anh da bé dugc khoa roi a? Cac chuyén gia bao téi ho khong
lam dwgc co ma,” ba ta noi.

“A vang... biét néi sao nhi? Ching t6i 1a canh sat tw phap ma.”

Sau mot hoi can nhac, ba ta n6i, “T6i con mac ket ¢ day dén dau gio
chiéu, nhung sau day thi ranh. Hay dén day vao lic bon gid. Ching ta sé
gdp nhau ngoai hanh lang. Mang theo cac tai liéu cac anh da tim thay nhé.
Chung toi sé ctr vai chuyén gia xem xét chung”.

Lucas néi anh chang may tinh tai Quantico c6 thé cung cép tai liéu day
trong vong bay phtit, ba ta néi, “Tuyét. To6i sé lay tir cho cau ta. Toi danh
gia cao sy chu dao cua anh. Hen gdp lai anh vao bon gio chiéu”.

Ba ta gac may, Lucas n6i vdi Bob va Rae, “C6 mot phu ni¥ khong chi
nghiém nghi thoi ddu ma con hach xi dau nita day. That kinh khiang”.

Rae noi, “Anh cling nén hach xi dau thé méi leo cao dwgc nhw ba ta”.

“Giong nhw c6 ay ha,” Lucas ndi.
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Rae dap, “Khong. Toi chi san sang ban chét bat ky thang dan nao ngu
xuan dén mirc chay tron t6i thoi. Viéc ma t6i luon san sang. Va tat nhién,
toi con phai cham s6c Stump nira.”

“Toi doi doi biét on ddy,” Bob néi.

LUCAS KIEM TRA dién thoai di dong ctia anh. “B6n gid’ chiéu - con ba
tiéng nita. T6i c6 thé tap tanh mot 1at. Chit di mua sam thi néng chét me.”

“Ngu tria thoi,” Rae noi. “Hodc toi c6 thé xudng Quantico gap Smith
va di uéng gi do6. Anh ta c6 thé xoa bép lung cho t6i. Toi c6 thé chai téc
cho anh ta.”

Bob noi, “T6i dang nghi...”.

Rae: “Nay, nay. Anh biét t6i néi gi vé chuyén dé khong.”

“Chtt “S” trén that lwng cua Ritter nghia la gi nhi?”

Lucas hoi, “Cai gi ca?”.

“C6 mot chit 'S' & cudi mat ma. Néu cac cham la mot mat ma, thi chit
‘S’ kia cling c6 thé c6 y nghia d6.”

Lucas ldy iPad ra, m@ cac tdm anh chup that lvng ctia Ritter. Bob da
ding, c6 mot chir “S” dwgce viét bang thit myc den giong cac cham chit noi,
cho du Lucas khéng chac chan biéu twgng nay c6 thye su la chit “S” khong.
Chit cai dau, hodc biéu twong nay - hodc bat ké 1a gi di nita - duwgc thé hién
bang hai duwong song song, véi mot canh ngan hon canh con lai. “N6 giong
hinh dang nao dé hon la mot chit cai thuc sw. Nhv mot con dwong hinh chiy
S” Lucas noi.

“Thé ngd ngan lam. Ai ma nhé dugc con dwong hinh chi¥ S?” Rae héi.
“Néu thé anh sé dugc 1gi gi chit?”

“Co thé la con song chang?” Lucas goi y, Rae lac dau.

Ho ng6i dé nhin cham cham né mét lic, r6i Lucas néi, “Me kiép, cung
nghi nao”.
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Mot gidy sau, Bob néi, “Anh biét trong né giong céi gi khong? Giong
cai xi phong duédi bon rira. Co thé giong cai cho anh gidu thit gi d6 nho nho.
Mot chiéc USB chang han?”.

Rae va Lucas nhin nhau, r6i lai nhin chiéc iPad, Rae néi, “Chét tiét,
ching ta da bo qua né. Bay gio phai quay lai can ho cua Ritter. R6i quay vé
day ldac bon gio™.

TREN PUONG b1, Lucas goi cho Russell Forte, ké cho anh ta nghe vé
cudc gdp go voi FBI. Forte noi minh sé tdi do, c6 kha nang O’Conner sé di
cung dé tang thém sitc nang. Xong xudi, Lucas goi lai cho quan ly khu
chung cu cua Ritter, hoi xem c6 nhan vién bao tri nao & day khong. “Chiing
t0i can anh ta stta 6ng nuwdc,” anh noi.

Khi dén noi, ca ba thdy anh chang béo tri, tinh tinh phét Ang 1é véi
doi mat xanh w6t at, dang doi ho. Anh ta bao c6 thé ho van chwa xem hét
moi thi?, du can nha gan nhuw da bi luc soat k¥ roi, nén anh ta khong thay
ngac nhién khi ba cdnh sat mac complet xuat hién dé nghi thao rdi bon rira.

Ho cung vao trong bép, nhung khong tim thay gi trong xi phong.

Trong buong tam, anh ta ngam cai ong xi phong roéi néi, “Cai thit nay
da bi thao ra vai lan r6i, nhung khong phai t6i lam. T6i la nguwdi duy nhat
dwgc quyeén lam thé”.

Tay bao tri thdo doan 6ng cong ra, tho tay vao trong 1dy ra mot cai ong
nhwa, cé chiéu dai va dwong kinh bang ngon tay tut ctia Lucas. Hai dau
quan bang dinh.

Anh ta trao n6 cho Lucas va néi, “Bang dinh 6ng mém tan nhiét. Nho
né nwdc khong vao trong duwgc. Khéng thé dat né trong bép vi rac troi
xuong co thé kéo cai 6ng nay theo, lam tac bon rita. Chang cé cai gi dé vao
bon rira nay ngoai nwdc, xa phong va tinh thé dang sgi”.

Trong khi tay bao tri gan lai cac bon rita nhw cii, Lucas mwgn dung cu
cat mé da nang cta Bob dé cat bang dinh khoi 6ng nhwa. Anh 1y ra mot
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chia khéa can ho trong co vé la la.

“Két an toan,” Rae noi. “Chuyén nay c6 vé 6n day.”

LUCAS GOI FORTE. “T6i can hai thw ky va mot 1énh kham xét nita, phai
that nhanh day.” Anh giai thich, Forte khong chac ho cé can lénh kham xét
nita hay khong vi Ritter da chét, tuy nhién anh ta van cho rang c6 1énh khi
ho khong can con t6t hon can 1énh nhung lai khong cé. “T6i sé viét don xin
va ldy cho anh.”

Céc thu ky bat dau goi dén cac ngan hang trong vung, st dung ba cai
tén: tén cua chinh Ritter va nhitng cai tén trén hai ho chiéu ho tim thay dwdi
tam tham. Mot nguwdi tim thay tén David Havelock tai Citibank cach do6 nira
dam. Forte dang & cach d6 khong xa, tai tru s& Canh sat Tuw phap, anh ta néi
sé gap ho tai do6 cung lénh kham xét.

Lucas néi, “Pi th6i”. Ho ra ngoai va lao vao cai néong. Ho dén ngan
hang trwéc Forte, gap gidm doc chi nhanh, ndi cho ba ta biét chuyén sap
xdy ra. “Cé lénh la 6n roi,” ba ta noi, sau khi xem thé cta ho, “nhung t6i
can phai goi ngudi dén pha khéa.”

Lucas rut chia khoa trong tdi ra. “Chung toi c6 chia khoa cua Ritter
day r6i, ngoai ra 1a ho chiéu han dung dé tiép can két an toan bang danh
tinh gia.”

Ba ta xem hd chiéu va chia khoa, r6i 1am bam, “Pung, day la mot
trong cac két an toan cta ching t6i. Két to lam. T6i nghi minh nhé mat quy
ong nay. Anh ta rat dep trai”.

“Gio thi b6t nhiéu roi,” Rae noi.

FORTE XUAT HIEN. Bo d6 trén nguodi wét ddm mo hoi nhung tréng anh
ta van kha banh bao, roi trinh 1énh kham xét. “Anh biét t6i khong quen dén
hién treong thé nay. Toi hgp viéc ban gidy hon viéc chan tay.”
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“Chung t6i biét ma, nhung dé dugc tuyén dwong lam thye dia thi anh
chang van phong chiu kho ti nhé,” Rae noi.

“Chua tirng nghi dén chuyén do6 luén,” Forte dap. “Cé 1é t6i nén mang
sung theo nhi.” Tat ca ho cung tr6 mat nhin, anh ta v0i néi thém, “Pwoc roi,
co 1¢é la khong néen”.

Ho theo vién quan ly xuéng ham ngam, cung di c6 may phu nit quan
ly s6 sach dang ky va cat gilt cac chia khoa chinh. Tt bat mé ngay lan thir
dau tién, ngwoi phu nit 1dy do bén trong ra roéi néi, “Nang that. Bat né 1én
ban r6i hang xem”.

Cai ban thyc ra la mot héc riéng. Ho xua hét nhan vién ngan hang ra
ngoai, tu tadp xung quanh khi Forte mé& nap két an toan, ngd vao trong, roi
Bob néi, “Oi troi oi”.

Nhitng thi bén trong gan day dén miéng. Tang thi nhat, day sau hodc
tam phan, 12 mot chong tai lidu bing tiéng Anh, Phéap va tiéng A Rap. “Céc
hgp dong giao hang,” Rae néi, 1at qua may ban. “Sting dan. Oi lay Chda,
cac tén ltra phong khong.”

“Ritter cat gilt cac tai liéu nay nham bao vé ban than, cac hé so hd
ménh cda han. Dé phong hg,” Lucas néi.

“Co6 vé cling hiéu qua day, néu ching ta doan ding veé ké da giét han,”
Rae néi. “C6 thé muc dich khéng phai la bdo vé ban than, ma la tra thu.”

Duwdéi tang thit nhat 1a mot cai hop méng, phang bang nhya, giong hét
hop dung do cau ca cta Lucas. Bén trong la hon hai muoi 6 USB.

Tang thit ba bao géom tién mat - cac t& 100 do va cac td 500 euro - vai
dong xu vang, cung ba h chiéu nita. Ho dém nhanh lwgng tién mat, wéc
tinh s6 lwgng vang, nhin vao két qua may tinh trén di dong. Forte n6i, “Han
dang tich cop mot khoan twong dwong mot triéu do tién mat. Cac to 500
euro giup han tiét kiém thdoi gian hon”.

Tam muoi dong xu vang gop vao téng s6 cudi cung hon 100.000 do.
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RAE QUAY RA hanh lang ldy mot céi thung carton ctia ngan hang twr tay
ba quan ly. Forte khai xong xu6i vao t0 1énh kham xét roi ky tén, vién quan
ly mang t@ 1énh di sao in, sau d6 ho cho tat ca vao thung mang ra xe cho
anh ta.

“Pén toa nha Hoover sé phdi mat ba mwoi phit,” Forte noi, “Ching ta
c6 thé bi cham mot chit, dac biét néu t6i 1ai khong dwgc nhanh. Va t6i sé
lai that cham. Troi oi, mot triéu d6 nam ngay dwéi chan. Co6 thé toi sé lai
thuc sy cham day, toi sé dén san bay Reagan roi bay tGi Panama”.

“Hay nghi dén vg anh cung 1t nhoc,” Bob ndéi.

Forte dap, “Do la viéc toi dang lam day”.
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Sép cua Forte, Gabe O'Conner, dang dgi ho bén ngoai toa nha Hoover.
Trong thay Forte tay bé cai thung, 6ng ta lién no6i dua, “Tién day a?”. Forte
dap, mat nghiém tic, “Hon mot triéu, chung t6i nghi vay, du chung toi
khong c6 thoi gian tinh theo ty gia dong Euro. Hodc ty gia vang hién tai”.

O'Conner hét nhin Forte, Lucas, Rae sang Bob r6i lai nhin Forte. “Cac
nguwoi mudn gion t6i phai khong?”

“D6 cé thé khong phai 1a thit quan trong nhat,” Lucas néi. “Ching toi
lay né ra tir két an toan cua Ritter; c6 rat nhiéu ho so CYA* trong do, rd
rang la cac thwong vu vii khi bat hgp phap.”

“Céc anh tim thay... nhitng vu thd vi nhi,” O'Conner néi. Ong ta nhin
dong ho. “Pi thoi. Russell, vira di vira n6i cho t6i nghe vé vu nay. Toi
khong thich bi mudén nhung cling khong mudén thanh thang ngu trong van
phong.”

Forte bat dau no6i lién tuc ngay cé khi ho cé nguoi ho tong. Anh ta noi
nhanh - va chia thanh titng doan, Lucas nghi. Néu danh may lai nhitng gi
Forte no6i, c6 thé dé dang in ra thanh bai ludn van. Su6t chang duong tGi
phong hop, O'Conner lang nghe va gat dau khong ngirng nhu ga mo thoc.
Phong hop van chang cé ai, nhw lan dau tién ho dén day, cho dén khi Jane
Chase cung doan tuy tung mac do cong s& cta ba ta xuat hién. Ba ta mang
theo chiéc cdp dung tai liéu bang nhém.

Khi tit ca da an toa, Forte ditng day, ném phich dong tai liéu xuéng
ban. Tiép theo la cac 6 dia USB, hai h chiéu, mot xap tién mat, cudi cung
la nhitng dong tién xu vang, réi ngoi xuong.
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“May thit nay tir dau ra thé?” Chase hai.

Lucas mim cudi, gio tay gid vo xoa xoa mili. Ho khong hé hoi “Bao
nhiéu?” hay tham chi la “Lay Chua t6i”. Vang va tién mat van chuva da
nhiéu dé gay an twgng véi cai dam quan liéu dac thu nay.

Forte nhin Lucas, r6i dap, “Anh n6i mot Iic di”.

LUCAS BAT PAU tir chiéc laptop va chong tai liéu ma hda cua Ritter, giai
thich cach mat ma dwgc nguy trang - cho du kha 19 liéu - trén mat sau day
lung caa Ritter. Tiép theo anh gidi thich phat hién bat ngd cia Bob vé chir
“S” trén chinh sgi day lung nay va chiéc chia khoéa két an toan.

Mot ngudi phu nit di cung Chase, néi véi Bob, “Anh cho rang do la
ong thoat ndc a? Sao anh lai nghi vay?”.

Bob dap, “A trong ciing giéng ma. Phan thiét ké ay”.

Ba ta néi, “Toi khong nghi minh tirng trong thdy mot cai 6ng thoat
nwoc”.

“Co6 thé chi khong phai kiéu nguoi thich ty sita chita do lat vat trong
nha,” Bob néi. “T6i da thdy vai cai ong nhu vay roi. Ching tha vi 1am, néu
chi thue sy cha y.”

“A vang.”

LUCAS GIAI THICH ho khéng c6 thdi gian xem hét cac tai liéu ¢ ngan
hang. “Nhung cé vé nhu Ritter dang thu thap cac tai liéu sé bao vé han,
trong treong hop Heracles vi ly do nao diay quyét dinh ban ding han,”
Lucas noéi. “Cé rat nhiéu hgp dong vé buén ban vii khi, bao gom ca tén lira
phong khong, ham y rang cac thwong vu nay la bat hgp phap. Hodc it nhat
la khong chinh quy.”

“Cac anh dinh lam gi vGi ching?” Chase hoi.
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“Chung t0i dinh giao hét cho ba,” Lucas dap, “tat ca luon.” Chase khé
nd nu cwoi mim 19 vé thoa man. “Muc tieu cua chung toi la am muu am sat
Thuwogng nghi si Smalls. Néu nguwdi cta ba gidi quyét xong déng nay bang
phap ly - that nhanh - va cho ching t6i biét két qua, ching toi sé dung né
dé doi dau vai hai ké c6 lién quan dén cac chuyén hang nay. Chiing t6i can
lam ching quay cuéng. Sé phéi lam that nhanh, ngay lic nay, ching biét
bon t6i dang t6i gan, ching da chuan bi cac luat sw cho nhitng nghi pham
chinh. Chung t6i da néi chuyén véi hai ngudi trong sé chiing, va déu bi
dudi veé... Ba biét r6i day.”

“Cut me may di dy ha?” Chase dap, kho khoc.

“Chinh xac,” Lucas n6i. “Chuing t6i con chang c6 don bay nao.”

“Thé cac anh muon theo duoi ai?” Chase héi. “Néu cu thé di?”

“Bon cai tén,” Lucas dap. “Ba biét hét roi day: Claxson, Parrish,
Moore va McCoy. Ching t6i nghi minh cé thé tém c6 Moore ngay bay gio,
va chung t6i hy vong sé ding quy dinh. Néu ba xem ban d6 trong céc tai
liéu ma hoa...”

“T6i c6 xem roi. Cudc phuc kich cabin ctia Smalls.”

“Chuan.”

“Cac anh c6 thé tém han vdi ly do nay, cung dong co suy dién khac
nhuwng mong manh lam,” ba ta noi.

“DPé la ly do tai sao chiing td6i can mét ai d6 khac doi dich vGi han. Doi
dich vdi tat ca bon ching. Ba c6 thé tim thady ngudi do trong nhitng tai liéu
nay.” Anh vo vo nhe chong gidy tre6dc mat Forte. “Néu khong chiing t6i sé
phai ban t6i kha nang tran ap mot ké cé thé tham gia tich cwe vao it nhat hai
vu an mang, va c6 thé la ba vu tuy thudc vao ai la ké giét Ritter.”

Chase nhan nho: “To6i ghét phai lam chuyén nay”.

“T6i cling thé.”
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CHASE LAT QUA cé4c trang ti liéu, m& cip tai liéu va it di dong ra, bAm
hai s6 r6i n6i, “Cau xuéng day dugc khong?”.

Ba ta ngat mdy, no6i vGi O’Conner va Forte, “T6i sé phdi nho trg ly
dém tién va dong xu vang, réi giti bién lai cho cac anh dé hoan thanh ho
s0.” Ba ta quay sang Lucas. “T0i sé bao cau ta sao chép toan bd tai liéu dé
anh c6 thé doc. Dirng lam mat nhé. Ngay mai ching ta sé néi chuyén tiép,
sau khi t6i c6 co hoi tiéu hda hét cai dong nay”.

Quay sang cac dong nghiép mac complet, ba ta ndi, “Moi nguwdi hay
gitt lién hé véi bat ky ai hen moi ngwoi toi nay. Ching ta sé quay lai day
sau mot luc nira”.

Tat ca cung gat dau dong y.

Trg 1y cta Chase tho dau vao tir ngoai ctra; trong cau ta giong hét hinh
anh hoc vién tot nghiép & Dartmouth, “Thwa sép, sép goi em a?”.

MAT NUA TIENG dé sao chép cac tai liéu, vdi si gitip sttc cta hai thw ky
nita. Lucas thu lai hét cac ban sao, chuan bi ra vé cung Bob va Rae. Lap ho
so sO tién kia thi mat nhiéu thdi gian hon; khong chi 1a kiém dém ma con
sao chup khong dung muc w6t tirng to tién mdét, nho thé Cuc Canh sat Tw
phap sé c6 ho so gidy to day dua veé ting to tién va tong so tién. Forte sé
phai doi. O'Conner da ra vé, truedc khi chia tay ong ta néi, “Moi ngudi lam
tuyét lam”.

Lucas va Forte hen sé€ néi chuyén vao sang hom sau. Khi moi nguoi
chuan bi ra vé thi trg ly ctia Chase lai tho dau vao, néi, “Can ct theo chénh
léch gia mua-ban va ty gia hoi doai hom nay, tong so tién la mét triéu ba
muoi lam ngan sau tram hai mwoi d6. Va nam muoi hai xu”.

“Cau vé nha nghi dugc r6i,” Bob néi.

Vira quay vé van phong khi cong viéc cta thw ky da xong xubi, Chase
bat gadp ho tai tién sanh.
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“T6i mudn noi rang t6i rat biét on nhitng gi moi ngwoi da lam,” ba ta
néi. “Thye sy rat hitu ich. Ching toi tirtng c6 gang theo doi hoat dong kiéu
nay, nhung phan nhiéu chiing déu dién ra v6 cung kin dao, dugc xem la
tuyét mat. Nhiéu tai liéu bi ma héa, hodc chi don gian 1a bi tiéu huy, rat khé
cho chiing t6i tim thdy diém xam nhap. Pay c6 thé chinh la diém xam nhap
do6. bay la mot thit cyee ki hivu ich.”

“Pirng quén am muu am sat,” Lucas ndi. “May thit kia c6 vé tot day,
nhung rét cudc ching chi t6 lam day trang nhat cta to Post thoi.”

“Chang t6i hiéu ma. Ngay mai ta sé néi dén chuyén tébm c6 mot so
nhan vien cuaa Heracles,” Chase néi. “Nhung ciling ditng mong cho qua
nhiéu. Chung t6i phai trdi qua rat nhiéu thua tuc té ngat. To6i sé c6 gang don
gian hoa sau cudc ndéi chuyén vdi ban cta cac anh, Ph6 gidam doc Mallard,
nhung t6i cha biét 6ng ta c6 quan tam khong.”

“Ba ctt bao néu 6ng ta khong quan tam, toi sé dap thang vao mong 6ng
ta,” Lucas noi.

“Pugc. Chac chan toi sé noi thé,” Chase dap, lan thit hai nd nu cuwoi
mim hiém hoi.
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Sau cudc gdp go gitta Lucas cung cac canh sat v6i FBI, Claxson kéo
John McCoy va Kerry Moore vao phong hop phia sau, dong chat ctra lai,
roi néi, “Ching ta gap rac roi roi. C6 thé ca ba thang ching ta, nhung dac
biét 1a hai cau day”.

McCoy va Moore liéc nhin nhau. Moore héi, “Chuyén gi thé?”.

Hai ngwoi tré tudi hon trong rat giéng nhau: Béu cao khoang mét tam,
ngwoi chac nich, lyc lwdng véi hai ban tay rdm nang va gwong mat kho
dam dam. Trong khi McCoy cé mai téc vang dau thi Moore lai co téc den.
Céach di chuyén cua hai nguoi trong giong cau thu chot golf hai trong mot
giai 16m.

Claxson hit mot hoi sau roi thd hat ra, t6 vé mét moéi giad tao. “La
Davenport. Y da quay lai day...”

“Y bé roi vg a?” McCoy héi. “Thang chong tot ghé.”

“Vo y vé nha roi va dang phuc hoi. C6 mot chuyén muc trén to
St.Paul, tay phéng vién tén la Soucheray néi rang anh ta dang néi chuyén
vGi mot tén cdm, va biét rang gio day ho xem cai chét ctia Last la &n mang,
chir khong phai ty sat.”

Moore noéi, “Chét tiét. Lam sao...?”.

“Cha phéng vién nay bao Last c6 tién st bénh tim. Han khong thé
chay hét ntta day pho dwgc. Du la ké nao dam vao xe ctia vg Davenport,
han chay sudt hai day pho - va chay rat nhanh. Cac cau biét Jim chay thé
nao roi day.”
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“Me kiép,” McCoy néi. Anh ta ditng day, buéc vong quanh ghé, cao
tay vao mai toc, roi lai ngoéi xudng. “Co ai néi cho ching ta biét dau. B6 la
thit ma ching ta can dugc biét. Tin tinh bdo ngu dot c6 thé giét chét ching

»

ta.

“Pung vay, Davenport quay vé roi, chuyén gi xay ra tiép theo han céac
cau da biét. Jim Ritter bi giét. Chung ta c6 duwgc ban bao cao giai phau tr
cac ho so ctaa bén phap y...”

Claxson day bao cdo qua ban vé phia McCoy. “Cé vé nhw Jim bi tran
nwdc* réi bi ban ¢ khodng cach gan, tring tim. Bi hanh hinh. Han dang
nhin thang vao nong stng thi ching bop co.”

Moore hoai nghi. “Ong nghi Davenport va may tén cém kia lam thé
a?”

“Khong cé bang chitng. Tat ca nhitng gi ching ta biét la Jim bién mat
va roi xuat hién tai mot ho rac. Tuy nhién ban dau han bi tra tan, do la lic
Davenport ¢ day va y la ké sat nhan. Y da giét gan muoi thang khi con lam
cém, vai vu trong s6 nay van con rat dang nghi. Y luon x& ly moi viéc theo
kiéu citng ran, diéu dé giai thich cho vai vu... Quan trong la giét ngwoi
khong phai la chuyén khién y lo lang.”

“Ching ta da pham sai lam khi dud6i theo vg y,” Moore néi véi
McCoy. “Hoi t6i két hon, néu ké nao muon lam hai Jeannie, chac toi sé giét
chét han mat.”

McCoy cudi toét, r6i noi, “That may cho chang trai dé, han chi nga
v0i ¢ ta thoi”.

“Chét di,” Moore dap, nhung cuwdi to. R6i anh ta néi véi Claxson, “Cé
16 da dén luc tim viéc & cho khac réi. Nhuw Niger chang han. Bién mat
khoang hai nam”.

Claxson noi, “Ciing la mot Iwa chon. Lya chon khac nita d6 la loai bo
Davenport. Chang ai muon lam thé cd vi sé thu hut sy chd y, nhung
Davenport la ké duy nhat cé thu oan... cad nhan... da sdu nang dé theo vu
nay dén cung”.
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Moore ng@ vuc. “Thé néu gam vao tim y mét vién 338 cach d6 sau
day phé thi sao? Sé thu hut sy chi y - ma kiéu gi bon minh cha bi sam

»

SOl...

Claxson lac dau. “Khong thé khtt y theo cach chuyén nghiép dugc.
Phai tim cach khac. M6t tai nan, mot vu tran 16t, bat ky cai gi. Ching ta van
dang nghi dén chuyén ép y phai thodi lui khoang hai thang, dé ching ta c6
thé thoat khoi chuyén nay.”

McCoy va Moore lai nhin nhau, McCoy noéi, “Vay néu y chi bi 6m - y
toi 1a 6m that sy dy thi...”.

“Cau biét cach lam y bi 6m a?” Claxson héi.

“Khong, nhung nguoi khac thi c6,” McCoy dap.

Moore lac dau. “V§é van. Chung ta khong biét lam dau. Van dé & cho,
ching ta khit nguwdi phu nit trong hé so do, ngudi di cung xe véi Smalls.
Néu ching ta c6 bi bat hay bi nhan dién, thi cing chi nhw day bé mo kim.
Con néu chung ta giét y, ching ta chi lam thé khi da c6 ké hoach dao tau.
Toi sé khong ndu minh trong cai khach san chét tiét nao d6 ma chang c6
thong tin tinh bao rd rang, chang biét cac may quay nam dau, réi suy nghi
cai y twdng ngu ngoc nao dé nhu dau doc y bang khi gas, hay giét y bang
bénh thuy dau hay sao doé.”

McCoy dap, “Cau noi dung”.

Moore ndi vdi McCoy: “Toi dang noi Niger kia”. Anh ta nhin
Claxson. “Trit phi hai nguoi tim duwgc cho tot tai Syria, hodac ¢ cung bon
nguoi Kurd.”

Claxson noi, “Chung ta dang néi vé Nha Trang. Chuing ta dwa mu vao
d6, mu biét ré ching ta biét cai gi, ching ta c6 thé c6 duwgc moi thit minh
muon. Bat ké cai gi. Anh mu6n mudi triéu do ha? Khong thanh van dé. Hai
muoi triéu dé ha? Ciling khéng thanh van dé luon”.

“Trir phi mu biét thém hai thang nita nhu ching ta dé gidi quyét van
deé,” Moore noi.
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Claxson lac dau. “Nam mo di. Tién thi dé thoi. Giét chét tit ca ching
ta sé kho hon day. Va nguy hiém nira.”

Ho ng6i nhin nhau thém maot ltic nita.

Claxson ditng ddy, cam bao cdo giai phau lén va ndi, “Nghi cach di.
Toi cling sé co gang tim hiéu. Trong truong hgp xau nhat, ching t6i sé cap
cho cac anh mot lo thuoc sot rét dé cac anh bién mat”.

Claxson tién thang ra ctra, nhung tredc khi ong ta di, McCoy noi,
“Nay Jim c6 thang em trai song sinh. Mot ké kha quyén lyc ding khong?
Han nhuw la thiéu t4 hay la trung ta r6i, c6 lam viéc trong doi Delta khong?
T6i nghi bon ho gan b6 1am, anh em trai...”.

“Trung ta,” Claxson dap.

“Néu ching ta xuii han khit Davenport thi sao? Han bi bat... chang lién
can gi dén tui minh hét.”

Claxson can moi, suy nghi roi néi, “Cé thé. Tham chi han sé chang
can phai giét y, chi can doa cho y sg chét khiép hay lam gi dé6. Bat ky diéu
gi lam cham lai chuyén nay, giam nhiét di, dé tat ca moi nguoi tiép tuc
song”.

“Lam sao chung ta biét khi nao han dén day? Tén trung ta ay?”

Claxson nhtn vai. “Chung ta sé kiém tra xem liéu bé me Jim cé dugc
thong bao khong. To6i nghi 1a c6, nén ching ta sé goi cho ho dé nghi ho bay
dén day. Nguyén vong cta Jim la mudén dugc hoa tang, va chon cat tai
Arlington, sé mat mot thoi gian dé thu xép. Chung ta dé nghi lo khau gidy
t0 tai Arlington, tuy nhién viéc héa tang chi c6 thé dién ra sau khi bén phap
y trd xac vé. Ma nguwoi than cta thang trung ta han sé biét han dén day khi
nao va sé & dau. Chuing ta giti thong bao ngan gon cho han... khién han chia
mdi dui vao Davenport. Néu khong chiu lam gi thi sé chang xady ra chuyén
gl hét.”

“That kho tin rang sé chang xay ra chuyén gi,” McCoy ndi.

“Han khong phai mét trong s6 chung ta,” Moore néi. “Han khong suy
nghi giong ching ta. Cau khong thé doan truéc dugce.”
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“Thé néu mot trong ching ta... lam gi do, nhung trong giong nhw
thang trung ta nay lam thi sao?” Claxson hoi.

McCoy lac dau. “Pirng lam thé. Néu xbéa s6 Davenport, han sé nam
1y co hdi ctia minh. Nhung t6i khong day mot nguwdi vo toi bao nam lam
ban vdi gio cat phai vao tu dau.”

Moore gio tay lén dap tay vai McCoy.

Claxson lac dau r6i bé di - ra dén tién sanh ngoai ctra, ong ta goi vGi
vao, “To6i sé noi chuyén v6i thang trung ta”.

KHI ONG TA DI ROI, Moore ditng ddy budc ra cita, nhin quanh hanh lang
dé chac chan Claxson da di han, dong ctra lai r6i ngoi xuéng. Anh ta ruén
nguwoi sang McCoy ngoi bén kia ban, va néi, “Anh ban, ching ta phai roi
khoi day. Chuyén nay sé khong 6n dau, khong con cach nao khac dau”.

“T6i nghi chung ta con chut thoi gian...”

Moor lac dau. “Khong dau. Néu ching ta khir tén c6m do, moi thit sé
chi t6i té thém. Néu thang trung ta kia giét thang cdm, ching ta sé van bi
mac t0i. Chung ta bi mac ket v6i cai m@ hon don bac nhat thé gidi nay roi.”

“Nhung néu chiing ta vugt qua dugce, thi phan thuwéng - Nha Trang...”
McCoy bat dau.

Moore ngat 16i: “Néu ching ta bién mat, con mu ta lén lam téng
thong, ching ta van c6 thé quay vé linh thwdng ma. Vi nhitng gi ching ta
biét...”

“Cau c6 gang téng tién a tong thong chét tiét d6, bon Heracles chét tiét
va thang quan nhan cho6 chét d6, ca CIA nita va cau nghi minh sé duwgc
thwdng han mot van phong trong Nha Trang ay ha? Cau c6 bi dién khéng?”
McCoy hoi.

“Chung ta lam dwgc ma. Chung ta c6 thdi gian dé suy nghi xem nén
lam thé nao.” Moore rwén ngudi sang bén kia ban, sat mat McCoy, ha
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giong xuong thanh 10i thi tham gan nhw khong thé nghe thay, réi hai, “Cau
muon biét diéu toi té nhat la gi khong? Biéu t6i cho rang minh da tim ra?”

“T6i c6 mudn biét khong day?” McCoy hoéi nhé.

Moore tiép tuc thi tham. “T6i khong nghi tén canh sat tw phap da giét
Jim. T6i nghi ké nao d6 ¢ day da ra tay. C6 thé la Claxson. Co6 thé la
Parrish. Cau c6 biét ching luon néi chuyén vé sing éng nhu thé nao khong,
rang ching lam chuyén nay & day, lam chuyén no & kia ra sao khong? Khi
ching ta khong con gia tri 1gi dung véi ching nia...”

“Oi troi.”

“Toi sé ké cho cdu nghe chuyén khac. T6i mat cd budi sang goi
ghém,” Moore thi tham. “T6i kiém dwgc hai hd chiéu ngon lanh va da mua
vé t6i Bogota. Tt ddy toi sé bay tdi Rio roi sang Nam Phi, trén duwong di t6i
sé mua rau gia, va roi t6i sé di vé phuwong bac. Niger, Nigeria, Libya - c6
hai cong ty khai mé & tdn Congo sé ti€p nhan chuing ta... c6 mot cong ty
van chuyén ngoai Perth can thué cadc nhan vién an ninh ho tong tau cta ho
1én bo bién phia dong chau Phi, dé bao vé ho khéi cudp bién. Tién nong
khong thanh van dé, trén tau cau sé khong phai tifu mot xu nao cd, va cau
sé khong di qua bat ky ctra kiém tra ho chiéu yéu cau nhan dang khuon mat
nao ca.”

“Ricky lam cho mdy hang tau bé day. Han bdo viéc nay chan thay
mo,” McCoy noi.

“Ricky nao phai trai qua nhitng rac r6i nhu ching ta dau,” Moore dap.

McCoy ngd dau ra dang sau, nhin 1én tran nha. “bg€ t6i suy nghi da.”

“T6i nay t6i sé di,” Moore noéi. “T6i ra cau theo cung. To6i xem roi;
trén may bay con vai ghé tréng ddy. Chung ta c6 thé mua vé cho cdu trén
duwong di. Chuyén di sé rat dai va cau c6 thé giiup dwogc toi.”

“Cau dinh di xa dén dau?”

“Pén khi nao cau ngoi 1én xe t6i mdGi n6i,” Moore dap.

McCoy cau tiét, gat 1én, “Cau sg toi phan thung a?”.

https://thuviensach.vn



Moore dap, “Ha giong xudng. Troi a, cau chang hiéu t6i noi gi ca. To6i
bdo rang néu moi thit khong 6n - va ding la nhu thé ké tir khi chiing ta lao
xe vao Smalls - ching ta c6 thé phai mang t6i giét nguwdi. Quai quy vay day.
Vi tat ca nhitng gi da xdy ra, n6 cé thé bién thanh vu an cap lién bang, va
dac vu lién bang sé nhing tay vao. T6i da tin twéng giao phé mang song
ctia minh cho cau, nhuwng néu chiing noéi rang, 'Hodc ké bon tao nghe vé
Moore, hodc bi tr6i va an mét vién keo dong,' toi khong chac 100% cau sé
lam gi sau do”.

“Cam on nhiéu, ban hién,” McCoy noi.

Moore mét moi thd hat ra, roi néi, “T6i tin cau nén sé cho cau biét mot
tin quan trong. Tam gio t6i nay xe t6i sé lan banh rdi nha. T6i khong thé
doi 1au hon duwgc vi con phai 1ai xe. Toi bé lai toan b do noi that va moi
thit khac khong thé cho vao két an toan. Néu cau khong muon di cung t6i,
hay 1ap mot tai khodn Gmail méi, va khi t6i dén dwgce noi minh can, toi sé
gtri tin nhan cho cau - néu cau van khong bi ai theo doi”.

“Pé t6i suy nghi da nhé,” McCoy dap.
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Lucas, Bob va Rae danh cé budi t6i & phong Bob, xem hét ban sao in
bang may Xerox cac tai liéu dwgc tim thdy trong két an toan cuda Ritter,
cling nhu céc tai liéu ma hoa tim dwgc trong laptop ctia han. Chiing chu yéu
gom cac van don, cung cac thw viét tay cia McCoy vé ndi dung ctia nhitng
chuyén hang va tén nguwoi nhan. Ngoai ra la cac tdm anh ctia nhitng nguoi
mac quan phuc, hodc ntta quan phuc, cé vé nhu chup 1én bang di dong.

Ho roi phong lic mwoi gio. Lucas vira quay vé phong minh di vé sinh,
thay giay va bat ti vi 1én thi nghe thay tiéng go cita, nhung la am thanh phat
ra t* can phong cudi hanh lang, noi anh tirng & dém dau tién.

Anh buéc ngang phong, nam chat khau sting ngan ty dong PPQ trong
tay, nhe budc tGi gan ctra, bo vién dan gidy ra khéi mat than r6i nhom ra
ngoai. Mot phu nit toc den dang ditng trwdc canh ctra bén kia. Anh khong
thé nhin thay ro hon vi co6 ta thap, khong cao qua mét sau.

Anh van nim mé cira bang tay trai, tay phai van nam chac khau PPQ,
khong ng6 dau ra ngoai - néu day chi la nhan vién khach san, anh khéng
muon lam c6 ta so hdi. Bi giat minh, c6 ta quay ngoat lai, anh thay c6 ta
khong c6 miii hay miéng, chi c6 d6i mat den va 16ng may den. Khi nhan ra
trén mat c6 ta la chiéc mat na nguy trang quan sy dung trén sa mac, cung
khau sing ngan gan 6ng giam thanh trong rat quai la dang gio lén, anh
déng sam ctra lai ngay 1ap titc, nga ngra xuong san khi nhitng vién dan dau
tién xuyén qua canh ctra.

Anh lan tron sang bén phdi, hwéng dén canh ctra phong tam, ban tra lai
mot vién, dap lai la ba vién dan xé gid bay tir ngoai ctra ra vao. Khi da yén
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vi trong phong tam, anh ban tra lai m6t vién nita. Nhitng phat sung tr ngoai
ban vao nghe kha to, mdc du tiéng n6 da bi han ché do cac 6ng gidm thanh
nhung khong loai bé duge hoan toan. Ngugc lai, nhitng phat sing ban ra
méi thuc sy dinh tai nhitc 6c. Tiéng sung bén ngoai im bat, r6i anh nghe
thdy tiéng cita dong sam lai, anh nghi 6 ta c6 thé dang bo chay.

Anh quy xudng, san sang nha dan, khé m@& ctta, nhan thay hanh lang
vang tanh. Anh ditng thang day, budc nhanh ba buwéc va nghe thay c6 thé la
muoi lam phat sung lién thanh gan giam thanh & sanh chinh, tiép theo la ba
phat dan sting ngan ban nhanh chéi tai, tiép tuc mdt trang lién thanh nita,
r6i moi thit bong cam bat.

Anh khé ma@ ctra ra tién sanh. Bob hét lén, “Lucas! Lucas!”.

Lucas hét tra lai, “Hai nguoi co sao khong?”.

“Chung toi khong sao. Co ta @ dugi nha.”

Lucas buwdc vao tién sanh va trong thdy Bob di chan tran, mac do thun
va quan dui ddm bdéc mau trang. Cau ta dang chia sing xudng hanh lang,
anh nhin qua ciu ta vé phia 16i thoat hiém. Vai gidy sau, Rae, dang trum
khan tam, lao vao hanh lang vé&i khau sing ngan trén tay. Thay hai nguoi
dan ong c6 hét Ién, “Han dau r6i?”.

Bob va Lucas cting nhau hét tra lai, “La phu nit. O’ du6i nha”.

Rae va Bob bat dau chay vé phia cau thang, Lucas dudi theo sau va ho
quat lén, “Khong, khong, khong, Bob, ditng lai!”.

Ho van chay tiép, Bob ngoanh lai hét qua vai, “C6 ta sé bo tron mat”.

“Dirng lai, ding lai, me kiép!”

Ho boi r6i, chay cham lai khi Lucas bat kip va néi, “Hai nguoi thue sy
muon chay cau thang bd xuéng tom tén sat thi c6 sting may a?”.

Bob va Rae nhin nhau, Rae dap, “Co¢ 1é la khong”.

“Du gi c6 ta cling thoat r6i,” Lucas néi. “Co ta c6 mot khau stiing ngan
giam thanh va mot sing mday. Dan chuyén nghiép day, chuan bi san ca
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dwong thoat r6i. Hay di xem c6 ai bi thwong khong, tim hiéu c6 nhan vién
an ninh nao kip quay lai canh vtra r6i khong.”

“Goi ludn anh chang Russell ctia anh xem ai sé boi thwdng cho cai
dong nay day,” Rae noi, vay tay xuéng hanh lang.

Lucas nhin theo, thay tdm tham day bui vita va cac bic twong cach am
16 cho vét dan, thém nhiéu 16 hong nita trén bitc twong phia cudi tién sanh.
Mot nguoi dan ong tho dau ra ti trong phong, thdy ba nguwoi mang sing
lién dong sam ctra lai.

Bob dang no6i rat nhanh, nhw thé dang chiu tdc dong cta adrenaline.
“Co ta c6 mot khau MP9. La sing hiém. Truwéc day t6i mdi chi thdy mot
khau. Co ta giat n6 vao bang deo duéi do khodac. T6i thidy no troi l1én lién
nhdy lui lai, c6 ta ban nat canh ctra. T6i ban ba phat xuéng hanh lang ma
khong kip nhin, hy vong ban tring c6 ta.” Cau ta nhin xuéng tdm tham.
“Khong c6 mau. Khi c6 ta ban loat dan thit hai, t6i nghe tiéng c6 ta dung
chan da ctra...”

“May that,” Lucas n6i. “Co ta twéng rang t6i dang & trong can phong
ban dau...”

“Phéi goi cho canh sat ngay di,” Rae néi, “néu khong dén luwgt ho
mang sting may dén day, va cho rang ching ta la nhitng ké duy nhat quanh
day xing dang an dan”.

“Chuan,” Lucas néi. “Ct¢ lam vay di.”

MO0t canh ctra nita bat mé&, mot nguwoi phu nit nhin quanh hanh lang va
hét 1én, “Chuyén gi thé nay?”.

“Ba khong sao chit?” Lucas goi.

Ba gia khong sao. Bob mdc quan dai vao réi cung Lucas chay xuéng
hanh lang, go ctta cac phong xem c6 ai bi thwong khéng. Moi ngudi déu 6n.

LUCAS KHONG RO c6 bao nhiéu canh sat D.C. xudt hién, nhung c6 vé
gan ba mwoi ngwoi, bam theo sat gét mot nhan vién an ninh dang lam
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nhiém vu. Khau sung ty dong la thit cuén hit ho nhiéu nhat, khién ho nghi
dén tdn cong khiing bé. Ho con nhan dwgc hon hai mwoi bao cdo vé vu dau
sung ca tredc khi Rae goi, co da goi dén 911 bao rang cé cac canh sat tw
phap tai hién truong, va theo ho biét thi khong cé ai bi thuwong.

Lucas goi cho Forte. Anh ta lang nghe cau chuyén roi néi, “Vu nay
chinh thitc virot khéi tam kiém soat. N6 chinh thitc dién loan r6i. Gid thi né
la dong giay to khién ching ta dau hét cad ndo”.

“Mai gdp sau nhé,” Lucas ndi. “Gio thi c6 vé ching t6i phai thitc dém
cung canh sat D.C. r6i.”

“Con ca FBI va DHS nita. Anh khong thé nd sing & Watergate ma
khong bi nguoi ta so gay.”

NAM GIO SANG, Bob va Rae tap hgp lai trong phong ctia Lucas. Anh noi,
“Co ta deo mat na nguy trang; toi tirng thay no trong cac birc anh chup binh
linh MY tai Iraq. T6i chi c¢6 thé nhin thdy d6i mat va dang ngudi co ta,
nhung t6i nghi minh tirng thdy c6 ta roi”.

Rae: “0 dau?”

“C0 gai trong bitc anh tai nha cta Ritter. Trong anh c6 ta quay mat di
bai vi dang bi ai d6 chup 1én.”

“Y anh la... c6 ta ciing nhém Heracles a?”

“To6i khong biét, nhung co ta biét rd minh dang lam gi,” Lucas noi.
“Neéu c6 ta tim ding phong, c6 1é gid nay toi da tiéu roi.”

Bob gat dau, quay sang Rae, “Co biét thé nghia la gi khong? Khong
con phong thugng hang nita, khong con phong xin nita dau. Ching ta quay
vé Motel 6 thoi”.

“T6i con chd mudén nghi luon,” Rae ndi, run rdy, vong tay om lay
nguoi. “Hang du lich - Buéc chan nhuc nha.”

“Chwa dén mic d6 dau,” Lucas néi. “Nhung t6i thay lo lam.”
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SANG HOM SAU JANE CHASE khong goi dién - ba ta dd canh béo truéc
c6 thé sé nhuw vay. Lucas, Bob va Rae bi dung khéi givong lic chin gio,
tham dw cudc tham van vdi ba nguwdi cia Cuc An ninh NoOi dia, cung véi
mot canh sat D.C. va hai dac vu FBI. Bén triva ho m&i ra vé, sau khi da khai
thac moi thit ma Lucas, Bob va Rae biét vao lic muwdi gio, tuy nhién ho ci
nhai di nhai lai mai chta dé nay suét hai gio dong ho sau dé.

“Xin 16i, nhung may ngudi nay c@ muén nghi dé la tan cong khing
b6,” Rae noi.

“Néu khong thi thoang xdy ra may vu khung bo, nhitng nguwoi nay lam
quai gi c6 viec ma lam?” Bob hoi.

“N6i hay day,” Lucas dap.

Mot gio chiéu, Lucas goi vao s6 van phong cua Chase, nhung khong
ai nhdc may, anh dé lai tin nhan rat dai vé tran dau sing tai Watergate. Ho
goi banh sandwich tai mot ga tau dién ngam roi an trong phong Lucas.

“Dém qua anh c6 thdy cac phéng vién ngoai d6 khong?” Rae hoi.
“Ching ta 1én han ban tin thoi sy quoc gia roi day. Khéo gio con dang
chwong mat 1én khap CNN va Fox ciling nén.”

Lucas bat ti vi 1én, chuyén sang cac kénh thoi sy. Sau lan chuyén thit
ba anh thdy mot phong vién, dang ditng bén ngoai Watergate néi chuyén
v&i mot phu nit da nghe thay hodc nhin thiy cai gi d6. “Chung la hét toan
tiéng A Rap, rd mon mot, Allahu Akbar...”

“Oi troi a,” Rae noéi. Lucas tét ti vi.

“Cuc An ninh Noi dia sé xt ly vu nay,” Lucas no6i. “Hodc phong PR
cua ho.”

HO NOI CHUYEN vé c4c tai liéu trong két an toan cda Ritter roi két ludn
rang mac du cé thé cé hoat dong phi phap nao dé dién ra tai Heracles,
ching cling khong trye tiép gitp ho trong cudc diéu tra vu ctia Smalls. “N6i
ngay may tai liéu nay thoi, dé hiéu dugc ching, t6i can nhiéu thong tin hon
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nita. Y t6i 1a tir ngif thi t6i hiéu, nhung t6i khong biét chiing néi vé cai gi.
Néu anh biét ching van chuyén hai mwoi thung SAWS hoan toan ty dong
da qua st dung/con du thi anh c6 hiéu khong? Ching cé phi phap khong?
Toi khong biét,” Rae ndi. SAWS, vii khi tw dong cdp tiéu doi, tic la cac
sung may nhe giat ngang lwng. “Thuc té viéc Ritter gitt lai cac tai liéu nay
cho thay c6 chuyén khong 6n, con 1y do nao khac dé han lam thé khong?
Neéu tdt ca déu hop phap, thé thi chang c6 gi khac biét giira viéc van chuyén
mot khau SAW véi van chuyén mot banh sandwich pho mat nwéng.”

“Co chuyén khong 6n that day,” Bob néi. “Thé ludn. Do 1a ly do tai
sao Jane Chase noéi rang ho tirng ct chuyén gia theo ddi.” Mot lic sau, cau
ta no6i v6i Rae. “T6i mudn c6 dugc mot trong nhitng khau SAW nay trong
ti do nghé cta ching ta. Con nhé thang bgm rwgu Willard lam kho bon
minh bang khau 25 khéng? Hay nghi dén chuyén buéc ra ngoai do véi mot
khau SAW, tui minh sé cho con xe modc chét tiét cua han nat luén.”

Ca hai cung pha 1én cudi khi nghi dén canh do. Lucas lac dau roi néi,
“Lay Chua t0i, hai ngudi cha y bao ban nhau di nhé”.

DPIEN THOAI CUA LUCAS PO CHUONG. Anh ldy né ra khéi tii, nhin
man hinh va néi. “Mdi nhac Tao Théao, Tao Thao dén ludn nay.”

Lucas bat loa ngoai, cd ba cting cti xudng nhin dién thoai khi Chase
bat may. “Chung t6i dang x 1y cac tai liéu. Ching toi c6 thé kién Heracles
t0i xudt khau vii khi trai phép,” ba ta ndi. “Ching gom cac gidy chitng nhan
nguoi dung cudi cap cho cac khach hang dwgc phép dung - hau hét la cac
chinh pht quéc gia, cing mot s6 don vi dan quan tai Bac Phi - tuy nhién
nhan vién bén Heracles lai giao vii khi dén nhiéu ngudi mua khac cung lic,
gom ca vai nhém nam trong danh sach FTO cua ching t6i.”

“Danh sach FTO la gi?” Bob hoi.

“FTO la twr viét tat caa To chirc khing b6 nwéc ngoai,” Chase dap. Ba
ta noi cac danh sach nay dugc luu trir @ Bo Ngoai giao My.
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“Ba tinh sé lam gi?” Lucas hai.

“Cac tai liéu c6 nhac dén Heracles, Flamma va Inter-Core Ballistics,
tat ca deéu lién két véi nhau. Chiing toi c6 thé tébm chiing ngay bay gio va c6
gang khién ching phat dién 1én. Ching t6i dang dinh lam thé. Ngay hom
nay. Muon moi anh tham gia cung; hai trong s6 nhitng ké dwgc nhac dén la
McCoy va Moore, nhitng ké ma anh muo6n bat dé phuc cudc diéu tra vu cta
Smalls ma anh dang lam.”

“Khong c6 y xuc pham - nhung FBI dung la qua nhanh, qua nguy
hiém,” Rae néi.

“T6i hiéu ma, nhung c6 no6i ding. B6i véi ching t6i thé nay diang la
nhanh that,” Chase dap. “Chung t6i gap chit rac roi. Hai trong s6 nhitng tai
liéu quan trong nhat, nhitng vu an ré rang nhat, sé bi 4p dat quy ché thoi
hiéu trong vong vai tuan. Rat tiéc nhung danh chiu théi. Thé nén hém nay
ching t6i sé tdm McCoy va Moore cung ba tén nita, thdm van riéng tirng
tén mot, dung cac 16i khai cua ching, néu c6, dé mé cudc tan cong vao
Heracles, Flamma va Inter-Core vao sang mai. N6i thang nhé, chiing t6i
dang tinh dén kha nang budc t6i giét ngudi, muc tiéu cac anh dang theo
dudi, dé ép nhitng ké chiing t6i bat ngay hom nay khai ra vu buon lau sing
ong. Hién ching t6i dang dgi ca lénh bat lan 1énh kham xét can ho cia
chung.”

Lucas: “Cho da... Ba dirng hita cho ching hwéng luat mién triv day

2

nhé.

“Khong. Vi van dé nay thi khong, gan nhw 1a khong bao gio,” Chase
dap. “Tuy nhién cac tai lieu nay mé ra kha nang toan bo vu buon ban vii khi
phi phap nay sé bi giam sat cuc ki chat ché. Chiung ta dang no6i dén hang
tram, c6 thé 1a hang ngan ngudi da bo mang.”

“Oi Chua 0i,” Lucas dap. “Ba c6 cho Mallard biét tat ca chuyén nay
khong?”

“Cé, va ong ta ditng vé phe ching ta,” Chase dap. “Ong ta nghi tat ca
cac anh rat tuyét voi, nhung c6 néi mot cau va toi xin trich nguyén lai,
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“Pua t6i cho sting, me kiép Davenport.” Ttr d6 la 6ng ta noéi, khong phai
t0i.”

Lucas noi, “T6i hiéu, nhwng van phai phan doéi co6 may chuyén”.

“Chung t6i sé néi chuyén vdi giam doc cta anh,” Chase néi.

“Con t0i sé ndi chuyén v6i Thugng nghi s Smalls,” Lucas dap.

Chase néi, “Lucas, lam on, nghe t6i - ma khong, t6i dé nghi anh - néu
anh mudn phéan doi lai quy trinh nay cling dwgc. Nhung lam on ding lam gi
cho dén ngay mai. Xin anh ddy! Chiing t6i dang giam sat cyc ky chat ché
may tén nay, da c6 ké hoach bat gilt sau khi chiing hét gio lam viéc vao
chiéu hodc t6i nay, dé ching khong kip canh bao cho dam nguwoi &
Heracles. Ching sé yéu cau goi luat sw, nhwng khi bat dau tham van, chiing
t0i sé tan dung nhitng gi minh cé dé tan cong Heracles. Néu anh cong khai
toan bo chuyén nay trudc khi chung toi xin dugc 1énh, cac van phong
Heracles t6i nay sé dot phdo an ming day. Anh doi thém mdt ngay nita
cling c6 chét dau”

Lucas suy nghi roi dap, “Théi dwgc r6i. T6i sé khong néi chuyén véi
bat ky ai cho dén khi cudc tdn cong cta ba xong xubi”.

“Cam on anh. Chuing toi... biét on anh. Trong vong mot tiéng hodc hon
sé c6 nguoi goi cho anh khi ching t6i chuan bi tan cong.”

“Ba sé tham gia cac vu bat bé chi?”

“Khong, toi chi quan sat thoi.”

“Hen gdp ba tai do,” Lucas noi.

BOB NOI, “Tét roi, ta c6 thé 1am gi d6. Nhitng ngudi ndy... tdi nghi ching
ta chang can chuan bi nhiéu lam. C6 thé nhét gi dé vao xe tdi, nhung vé co
ban la mac thvong phuc thoi”.

Rae gat dau. Lucas no6i, “Mang khau Glock cua cau di”.

“T6i con 6m khau Glock di ngt co ma,” Bob noi.
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HAI TIENG SAU, trg 1y ctia Chase goi, bdo ring ba ta dang trén dudng
dén giam sat mot nhom theo déi hanh tung cia McCoy dé chuan bi bat git.
“Chung t6i tin rang McCoy sé roi Heracles vao khoang bon gig chiéu, va sé
lién tuc giam sat han cho dén khi cé thé don 16ng han. Anh duwgc thoai mai
theo doi. Ba ta biét anh con rat quan tam dén Kerry Moore, nhung ching
toi khong thé dinh vi han. T6i nay chiing t6i sé thi hanh cac 1énh kham xét
tai ca hai can ho cua ching.”

“Bay gio Chase dang ¢ dau?” Lucas hoi.

“Sap dén roi. Ba ta sé cé mat trong xe lién lac & goc dai 16 Wilson va
pho North Veitch. Néu anh ngoéat & géc pho trén dwong Veitch, chiing toi da
danh cho do xe cho cac thanh vién trong nhém.”

LUCAS LAI XE, v6i Rae ngbi ghé hanh khach, Bob ngbi ghé sau. Binh
thuwong Lucas khong thich di cung xe vdi cac si quan hanh phap, vi ltic nao
cling thé, tat cd moi ngudi déu sé mudn dén nhitng noi khac nhau. Trong
trrong hop nay, ho 1a mot nhém quan sat hon la hanh dong, thé nén khong
c6 kha nang ho phai tach nhau ra.

Trén duwong di, Lucas n6i, “Trg ly ctia ba ta néi rang ho dy kién
McCoy sé roi cong ty vao khodng bon gio. Toi nghi ho dang tién hanh
giam sat bang dién t¥ hay sao do”.

“T6i tw héi Moore dang & dau,” Rae dap. “Hy vong khong nam trong
ho rac.”

“Tham chi dirng nghi thé,” Lucas ndi.

XE CO da déng nghit khi ho bing qua séng Potomac tién vao Arlington.
Ho ré ngodt & goc phd Wilson trén duwong North Veitch va trong thay mot
day nhitng chiéc sedan to va hai chiéc Chevy Yukon d6 bén phéi con phd,
mot nguwdi dan 6ng mac complet vay tay véi ho tir chd do xe rong rai @
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dang xa. Lucas tap xe vao lé, xuéng xe va trinh thé: “Céanh sat Tw phap My
day, chung toi tGi gap ba Jane Chase”.

Ong ta gat dau, rdi néi, “Pugc roi. Chiéc Yukon tréng”.

Chase dang ngoi trén ghé hanh khach, Lucas, Bob va Rae ng6i hét trén
hang ghé thi¢ hai con tréng. Lucas héi, “Tinh hinh sao r6i?”.

“Chung toi dang theo doi nam tén: Luther Franklin, Ray Shelve,
Arnold Buckram cung hai tén ma cac anh quan tam, Kerry Moore va John
McCoy. Toi rat lo lang vé tén Moore; chung t6i da héi vai nguwdi hay tam
chuyén & Heracles, hinh nhw ho cling chang biét han dang & dau.”

“Ba dang theo doi Heracles a?”

Chase quay sang liéc nhin anh, r6i néi, “Ching t6i c6... vai nguoén tin
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ma”.
“Hy vong la han chra ngém,” Bob néi. “Chiing ma giét ca McCoy lan
Moore, canh sat ti phap ching t6i sé nhitc méng thuc sy day, troi oi.”
Chase ngoanh nhin qua vai minh. “Gi cg? Nhitc mong a? Do c6 phai
1a thudt ngit bén tw phap khong day?” Dau hiéu hai hwéc dau tién.

TAI XE CHIEC YUKON la mot dic vu tré tubi nghiém tic dang deo tai
nghe earbud*, khién Lucas ty hoéi liéu cac dac vu cé dung cac thiét bi theo
doi khac t6i tan hon. Cau ta néi, “Franklin sap roi Heracles, McCoy sé di
vé cung han... Ching dang néi chuyén... Ching sap tach nhau ra. Ben di
v0i Franklin, Clark di véi McCoy”.

Chase n6i vGi Lucas, “McCoy sé gap luat su cta han tai quan ca phé
Comer Bakery. Han hen gap vao chiéu nay va sé di bo tir van phong minh,
nhw thé han khong mudén bi nghe trdm. Ching t6i c6 ké hoach tiép can ca
hai tén cung mot lic. Ra tay bat gitt McCoy va trao thw an ninh quoc gia*
cho luat suv cua han”.

“Toi khong hiéu thé nghia la gi,” Lucas néi.
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“N6 giong nhu an 1énh cdm tiét 16. Lénh nay sé khong cho phép ong ta
mach nudc cho Heracles, trong truong hgp 6ng ta cé y dinh d6. Vé mat
hanh chinh chiing t6i c6é thé lam thé, tuy nhién phai dwgc dich than giam
doc phé chuan. D6 1a 1y do tai sao hdm nay ching t6i bi mudn. Phai mat
mot lic 1au viéc nay méi xong. Vién luat su - c6 tén la Roy Bunch - c6 thé
thach thitc diéu nay tai tda, nhuwng vao lic 6ng ta lam thé ching téi da nuot
gon Heracles r6i. Bunch cé chuyén mon rat rong bao gom cd mot so luat
hinh sy, va ching t6i hy vong ong ta sé dong y di cing McCoy khi ching
toi tébm han.”

“Quan ca phé nay ¢ dau vay?” Bob hai.

Chase 1y ngén cai chi qua vai minh. “O géc phd... C6 mot quan
Dunkin' Donuts bén kia dwong, quanh géc pho khac... Cac anh biét day -
van con thoi gian hwdng thu khi lam canh sat ma.” Dau hiéu hai hwéc thi
hai.

“T0i c6 thé ghé qua lam hai chiéc banh nhan thach,” Bob noi.

Rae: “Co lé anh sé lam thé.”

Tay ddc vu tré thi tham, “McCoy dang ngoi trong xe. Han tién thang
vé huéng nay”.

Chase: “Han sé khong c6 cho do xe. Ngay sau khi han dén géc pho,
mot trong s6 cac xe cuda ta sé rit di nhwong cho cho han. Khi han xuéng xe,
ching ta sé ap vao bat. Tiép theo ching ta xuéng goc pho tim luat su cta
han. Néu ong ta chua tdi, ching ta sé chd. Tuy nhién van phong ctia 6ng ta
ngay bén kia duong, thé nén ong ta sé c6 mat ding gio™.

“Van con kip an banh chit?” Bob hoi.

Chase: “Cau nghiém tuc day a?”

“Nghiém tc ma. Toi sé lay mot tdi roi doi ¢ goc pho. Ba cé thé vay
tay khi han dén gan. Rae c6 thé doi phia dau kia day pho. Phong truong
hop han bé trén va thoat dugc ngudi cia ba. Han la mét tén kha citng dau
day.”

“Han sé khong thoat khéi tay ching t6i dau,” Chase noi.
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“Chac chan han ciing khong thoat dugc téi hodc Rae,” Bob noi.

Chase néi, “Sao ciling dugc”. Bob va Rae xudng xe, sau khi ra ngoai
Rae noéi véi Bob, “Phan t6i banh so c6 la nhé”.

“Khong van de.”

Ho tach nhau ra, nhanh chong tranh xa khoi xe Yukon. Nhin hai nguoi
di xa, Chase noi, “Nghiém tic d6i véi ho cting kho nhi”.

Lucas dap, “Néu xdy ra chuyén, McCoy sé khong thoat dugc dau. Ho
lam nghé nay dé kiém séng ma. Rae khéi dau la cau thu bong ro6 tai UConn.
Co6 bang lich st nghé thuét. Bob la v0 si dau vat ¢ bang Oklahoma va ditng
thit ba giai NCAA & dai hoc, titc l1a cau ay chi thua c6 mot tran. Cau dy con
c6 bang cong tac xa hoi nira”.

“RO roi,” ba ta noi.

HO NGOI IM LANG trong vai phit, nhin Bob buéc téi géc phé tay xach
mot tii banh Dunkin' Donuts. Cau ta xudi xuéng phd North Veitch xa dén
noi khong thé nhin thdy tir chiéc xe trén phd Wilson, ré6i ditng doi. Pau kia
day pho, Rae dang ngoi trén nap capo mot chiéc Mustang.

Tay dac vu tré Ién tiéng, “Han xuat hién roi”.

MGt trong hai chiéc xe tridc mat ho, chiéc sedan 1ap titc roi cho.
Chase noi, “Vao viéc thoi”.

Mot chiéc Toyota 4Runner ngoat & goc phd, di chuyén cham rai.
Chase ndi, “Han day”.

Nhén ra cho do xe con trong, McCoy danh xe vao d6. Mot luc sau, khi
héan vira xudng xe, cac dac vu FBI trén may chiéc xe ca dang trudc lan dang
sau han cung lic nhdy xudng. Nhin thay ho, McCoy ldp lai chinh xac
nhitng gi Lucas da lam khi bi trdn 16t bén ngoai tiém may: chay ban séng
ban chét.
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Mot dac vu FBI lwc lwong c6 gang chan han lai trén phd, nhung
McCoy tung hoa mu hai lan, roi tung ra ci dam giang tring mat tay dac vu
- cling giong hét nhw Lucas da lam - khong chit chan chtr, han quay dau
chay vé phia dai 16 Wilson, vé phia Bob, theo sau la mot nhém dac vu FBI.

Bob dang ditng d6, moi trén hang con dinh vét dwong bat, trén tay la
chiéc banh can dé. Chang buon chi y gi dén cau ta, McCoy c6 gang chay
ao qua.

Ban tay ranh rang con lai cia Bob vung ra, giang qua thoi son vao
nguc han. McCoy nga sap mat thanh mot dong trén via he, ban chan nang
né cta Bob dam lén dau han.

O ghé triedc, Chase dap, “Qua nhién”.

Vai gidy sau, ddam dac vu FBI tu lai, hai ngwoi trong s6 ho cii xuéng
nguwoi McCoy, bé qudt hai tay han ra sau lung, cong lai r6i kéo han dirng
day.

Bob van cam miéng banh cdn d¢ trén tay. Chase noi, “T6i sé khong
bao gio gay 16n vGi nguwdi vé nhat dau”.

“Pung ro6i day,” Lucas noi.

LUCAS, CHASE, RAE va tay dac vu tré tudi di bd dén quan ca phé & géc
pho. Rae an noét chiéc banh so6 c6 la cua co6, tay diac vu mang theo mot
phong bi. T4t ca cing nhin vao trong quéan, Chase néi, “Ong ta ddy. Pang
ding xép hang dé”.

Luat sw ctia McCoy la ngudi manh khéanh, héi dau, ntra phan téc con
lai bac trdng, cit ngin. Ong ta deo kinh gong vang, mic complet xdm nhau
nhi, tay xach chiéc cip dung tai lidu. Ong ta kién nhin xép hang sau hai
ngwoi phu nit dang thao luan vé thyc don véi nhan vién ditng quay. Chase
giat giat tay 4o ong ta, trinh thé roi néi, “Ong Bunch phai khong? Tai 1a
Jane Chase dac vu FBI. Ching t6i c6 thé néi chuyén vGi ong vai phut
khong?”.
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Ba ta dan ong ta roi khoi hang ngwoi. Bunch héi, “Cé chuyén gi thé?”,

Chase dap, “Chung toi da bat giir than chu ctia 6ng la John McCoy,
dang tam giir anh ta trong chiéc xe d6 & goc pho. Chung to6i xin giri 6ng thw
an ninh quéc gia.” Tay dac vu tré trao phong bi cho 0ng ta.

“Toi biét n6 nghia la gi,” Bunch noéi khi nhan phong bi. “Nhung tai
sao?”

“Bdi vi than cha cua 6ng bi tam gitt vi van dé an ninh quoc gia. Chiing
toi sé rat biét on néu dng c6 thé qua bo tdi goc phé cung ching t6i, cho anh
ta biét vé cac quyén cua minh va tv van vé viéc anh ta nén lam t6i nay.
Ching t6i mu6n mang anh ta di thim van.”

“Lam sao ba biét chiing t6i sé gap nhau? Cac nguwdi nghe 1én t6i a?”

“Ching toi da xin dugc lénh nghe 1én dién thoai cia McCoy. Mot
trong cac cudc goi cua anh ta la vao s6 cua 6ng. Nhung thue sy ching t6i
khong hé theo doi 6ng.”

“Tot hon la khéng nén thé,” Bunch néi. Ro6i 6ng ta ti€p 10i, “John
dau?”.

“Ngay goc phé kia théi,” Chase dap, “nhu tdi dd néi. Ong c6 muén
uong coc ca phé tredc khi néi chuyén vaGi anh ta khong?”.

Bunch nhin xuéng doi giay suy nghi, cudi cung gat dau. “Ciing dugc.
Tot hon t6i nén uéng mot tach ca phé.”
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23

Bo6n nhém hoi cung khac nhau cia FBI thim van McCoy cung ba
nhan vién Heracles khac bi bat t6i hom do, trong bon phong c& 16n chuyén
dung cua FBI, Jane Chase sé qua lai gitta cac phong.

Lucas, Bob va Rae khong dwgc moi tham gia tham van, nhwng moi
phong déu dwgc trang bi may quay duwgce giau kin, ho theo déi McCoy trén
man hinh do phan giai cao trong phong theo doi rieng.

McCoy dugc bac si kiém tra cac chan thwong trén ngudi sau khi linh
ci dam cta Bob, chi cé vai vét bam dang sung 1én, McCoy ciing thtta nhan
minh khéng bi thvong nang. Cac cudc tham van chia lam hai phan, dau tién
cac nhém sé dat mot loat cau hai, sau d6 Bunch va McCoy sé néi chuyén
riéng trong mot phong hop kin dao.

McCoy san sang xac nhan vai thong tin trong cac tai liéu ma Ritter
giau giém, nhung khong tinh nguyén cung cap thém thong tin. Han cling
phu nhan viéc lién hé dén vu tdn céng nham vao Smalls va Weather hodac
hai vu giét nguoi lién quan dén Whitehead va Last.

Khi dwoc hoi vé cai chét caa Ritter, han dap, “Ai cling biét rang -
Davenport - vién canh sat tw phap ay da lam thé. Jim bi Davenport dim
nuwdc sau dé hanh hinh vi han ta nghi Jim da tan cong vg minh”.

Pac vu tham van FBI néi, “Ritter khong bi tham van. Khong bi dim
nwdc. Anh ta bi ban hai phat tring tim, vai phuat sau khi néi chuyén véi
Parrish”.

McCoy: “Toi da xem bién ban kham nghiém ro6i.”
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“Toi cling vay. Chang c6 dong nao néi dén chuyén dim nwdc vi n6
khong xdy ra,” tay dac vu néi. “Toi khong cho rang nhitng tai liéu nay la do
Claxson hodc Parrish cung cap cho anh, nhitng ngwoi dwge hwdng 1gi nhiéu
nhat tir cai chét cua Ritter?”

McCoy ngd nguodi ra dang sau, lifm moi r6i héi, “Parrish u? Parrish
thi lién quan gi dén chuyén nay?”.

Tay dac vu dap, “Cho t6i mot phat”. Anh ta bién mat sau canh cita, bo
mdc Bunch va McCoy trong phong tham van. Vai phtt sau, Chase tho dau
vao can phong noi Lucas dang theo doi cudoc tham van cung Bob véi Rae,
va néi, “Lucas nay, ching t6i dang tinh c6 thé 1gi dung anh cung tham van
McCoy. Chung t6i muén anh cho han nghe gia thuyét ctia anh vé cai chét
cua Ritter”.

Lucas gat dau. “Puwoc ma.”

LUCAS vao phong tham van, noi tay dac vu kia dang dgi. Anh ta hdi,
“Anh co y twdng gi khong?”.

“Co6. Cho han ly do dé noi dién.”

Lucas theo tay dac vu vao phong, McCoy ngudc mat 1én, nhiu may réi
noi, “Chao!”.

Lucas noi, “Rat vui dugc gap lai anh, John”.

McCoy dap, “Gi ca?”.

“T6i nghi c6 thé cau da hoc hoéi kinh nghiém ctia t6i lic & bén ngoai
tiém may d6 dé doi pho lai cac dac vu FBL.”

McCoy lac dau. “T6i khong hiéu anh dang noi gi. Anh da giét Jim.”

Ngoi xudng ghé bén phia déi dién McCoy, Lucas néi, “C6 hai chuyén.
Thit nhat, cau da biét t6i 1a ai. Cau chwa tirng gdp to6i ngoai triv 1an bén
ngoai tiém may, tre’ phi cau t'ng xem anh hodc ting theo doi toi. Lam sao
cau biét toi 1a ai khi t6i bwdc qua canh cira kia?”.
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McCoy dap, “Con me may.”

Lucas néi, “Thit hai, t6i khong giét Jim Ritter, (tng ct vién c6 kha
nang nhat la Jack Parrish. Cac tng ctr vién tiép theo la cau va Moore, béi vi
chiing t6i biét cac cau san sang giét nguoi, va Ritter ¢ thé bi xem nhuw mot
mat xich yéu. Chuing t6i da dinh tom han vi am muu am sat Thugng nghi si
Smalls va giét chét Cecily Whitehead. Han biét diéu d6, nén c6 kha nang
han da dén tim Claxson hodc Parrish nh¢ gitip do. Mot tén hodc ca hai tén
nay da quyét dinh cung nhau giai quyét han”.

“Chuyén v& van. Ho sé khong...”

“Chac chan ching sé lam thé,” Lucas n6i. “Chung khong phai 1a quan
nhan nhv cac cau, ma la nhitng ké ranh ma. Nhitng ké giau c6. Nhitng tén
nghé si chét tiét. Ngudi ban canh sat cua t6i tai Minnesota goi ching la 1
dé tién. Chung sé khong chi giét Ritter ma sé giét ca cau. Noi cau nghe nay,
John, néu ngai Bunch xoay x& cho cadu dugc tai ngoai, néu nhuw téi la cau,
t0i sé tranh xa, tranh that xa nhitng ké d6. Chuing sé khit cau trong mot not
nhac tho6i.”

McCoy lac dau, r6i quay sang Bunch, 6ng ta nhin vai.

Lucas ndi ti€p, “Ma toi nghi cau da biét hét nhitng chuyén nay. Toi sé
khong ngac nhién néu cau giau cd mot dong tai liéu va bang chitng khac &
dau do, nhw bién phap phong ngira néu ching mudén gay khé dé cho minh.
Gidng nhu Jim Ritter da lam”.

“Jim khong...”

“Chac chan han da lam thé. Hon mét triéu do va mét dong tai liéu da
stic treo cO ca cau, Moore va Claxson. Cac dac vu lién bang ¢ day khong
thich phdi ra toa ma khong nam chac phan thang dau. Ho da c6 dugc cau -
cau sdp bi mrdng chin roi, anh ban a - nhung cau van c6 thé duge hudng
khoan hong néu gitp d& ho.”

“Anh dang mudn tim ké phan boi a.”

DPac vu tham van thé dai, noéi, “John a, khi dung nhitng tir ngit nhu 'ké
phan boi', nghe nhu thé anh dang la nguwdi hung chdng khung bo vay. Pang
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ngudng mo ghe. Nhung thuc sy vieéc anh dang lam la bao vé mot nhom toi
pham giét nguoi day”.

Anh ta rwédn ngwoi qua ban va hoi, “Anh da bao gid nghe noi dén
Inter-Core Ballistics chwa?”.

McCoy liéc nhin luat sw, 6ng ta noi, “Pung trd 10i néu cau nghi c6 thé
gdp rac roi. Chung ta c6 thé néi chuyén truwéc”.

Nhung McCoy dap, “Cé, toi titng nghe n6i dén ho nhung chi thé thoi.
Toi chang lién quan gi dén ho ca”.

“T6i tin anh,” dac vu tham van no6i. Anh ta cho McCoy biét rang
Claxson va Parrish dang chét gia thwong vu giap xe chat lwgng kém cho
quan doi. “Po6 la nhitng ké anh dang bao vé day, John. Ngoai kia bao nhiéu
nguoi linh sé phai chét, nhung ching lai kiém chac dugce tv chuyén dé.
Phai noi anh dang lam viéc khong John?”

“Me kiép, khong thé thé duwgc. Téi khong chac minh c6 nén tin anh
khong.”

“T6i co tai liéu chitng minh, néu anh muén xem,” anh ta néi.

McCoy quay sang Bunch. “Chiing ta can néi chuyén. Thém mot lan

»

nira.

LUCAS QUAY VE phong theo ddi. Rae néi, “Trong anh trén man hinh 6n
lam. C6 thé anh nén chuyén nghé lam phét thanh vién di. Phéng van
Kardashian va mdy ém sau bit ay”.

McCoy va Bunch bién mat muwdi lam phit. Khi ho quay lai, Bunch
néi, “Chang t6i mudn dwgc xem bang chitng vé céng ty Intercom nay vao
ngay mai. T6i nay ching toi khai du roi. Bung héi thém gi nita”.

McCoy dugc dan vé phong giam, Bunch thu xép dé quay lai vao sang
hém sau. “Chung toi sé dé nghi tai ngoai, hy vong phia ba sé thu xép hgp
ly,” 6ng ta ndi. “Néu ba dong y, tdi hy vong ching téi c6 thé cung cép it
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nhat mot 16i khai han ché vé Heracles va cac hoat dong ctia ho, néu nhitng
gi moi ngwoi no6i vé Inter-Core la chinh xac.”

“Hen sang mai gdp lai,” Chase noi.

LUCAS, BOB VA RAE vé khach san an bita t6i muon, dong ¥ rdng cudc
diéu tra dang tién trién roi vé thang phong.

Lucas dang xem mu0oi trang cudi cung cudn Skinny Dip ctia Hiaasen
thi nhan dwgc cudc goi cda 1é tan. “Canh sat Tw phap Davenport, c6 quy
ong dudi nay muon no6i chuyén véi anh. Anh ta la dai ta trong quan doi - a
la trung ta a.”

Lucas chi quen duy nhat mot vién trung ta, Horace Stout, nguwdi anh
ti'ng tham van vé Parrish. Anh c6 ti'ng néi v6i Stout rang minh dang &
Watergate chwa nhi? C6 thé la r6i. Anh dan 1é tan, “Pugc r6i. Cho anh ta
biét s6 phong, bdo anh ta lén day”.

Nam phtit sau, ngoai ctta vang lén tiéng go nhe. Lucas liéc nhin dong
ho deo tay, gan muwoi mot gio. Bob va Rae thudc tuyp nguwdi nga sém, day
sém va ho chac chan da thiép di tir lau. Lan tredc khi c6 ngudi go cira
phong Lucas Iic dém muon, anh suyt thi an dan. Khau PPQ dang nam
trong bao sung trén tu canh giwvong ngu. Lucas rut sung ra, ditng day, nhon
chan buwdc ra cira.

MGt tiéng go nita, lan nay manh hon.

Anh titng doc trong mét cuon tiéu thuyét nao do, hodc la trong tap chi
san bay day cach sinh ton, hodc cling c6 thé do chinh anh nghi ra, cach bi
an dan dé nhat 1a nhom qua mat than trén cttra phong khach san. Ké sat nhan
ding bén kia ctra, cling dang nhom qua mat than sé biét chinh xac vi tri co
thé ban va c6 thé ban xuyén qua ctra.

Nghe giong tiéu thuyét hon, khéng phai vi mdy to tap chi kia it tinh hw
cau hon.
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Bat luan thé nao, anh ciling thdo vién dan gidy ra khéi mat than va
nhom ra ngoai. Anh c6 thé thay vai mot nguwdi dan 6ng, nhung chi co thé.

Pé nguyén sgi day xich trén ctta, nong sung huéng lén trén, anh dua
tay m& ctra. Cai giat minh thoang qua vira da khién anh ty dong lui lai:
James Ritter dang dirng d6. Chinh mat Lucas da thay James Ritter nam trén
giwong sat, tai van phong phép y.

Tram phan tram la han da téo r6i co ma. Anh lam bam, “Cai quai
gi...?”.

Nguwoi dan ong gio cd hai ban tay trong khong 1én. “T6i la Tom
Ritter,” cau ta n6i. “Em trai Jim. Em trai song sinh ctia anh ay.”

Phai mat mot lic Lucas méi hidu. “Oi lay Chua, cau 1am ti s phat
khiép.”

Ritter gat dau, nhwng khong mim cwoi, “Toi hiéu ma... Anh la Canh
sat Tw phap Davenport a?”.

Lucas van boi roi: Tom Ritter 1a mot ban sao chinh x4c cda anh trai,
Lucas chwra bao gi® thdy bat ky ci gi nhu thé ndy. “A phai.”

“T6i can noi chuyén vai anh.

“Lam sao cau tim duoc t6i?”

“T6i da hoi do bén Heracles. May anh ban & d6 biét anh cé thé & dau.
T6i dén va hoi 1é tan. T6i vao dugc chi?”

“Cau co6 mang theo gi khong?” Lucas hai.

“Sung ay ha? Khong.”

Lucas thdo xich ctra va Iui lai that xa, nong khau PPQ chi sang huéng
khac nhung van nghéch 1én. “Dugc réi vao di. Bong chat ctra lai sau lung
cau.”

Giong ong anh trai, Ritter cling lun tit, lwc lwdng, da rdim nang va mac
quan 4o di bd ngoai trdi - so mi cotton dai tay mau xanh, do thé thao xanh
bang vai lanh khoac ngoai, quan cotton pha ni 16ng nhiéu tii mau nau nhat
va giay leo nui nhe. Lucas bat dau nhan ra vai khac biét: James Ritter co
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guwong madt st seo vi vét thwong do manh dan, Tom Ritter khong c6 seo
nhung dang vé quan nhan thi giéng nhau.

LUCAS NOI, “Trudc khi vao thi cdi 4o khodc ra”.

“Tdi dau c6 mang sting. O My thi khong.”

Lucas noi, “Du sao cling cdi ao ra di”.

Ritter lam theo r6i buédc vao phong, day nhe cho cita dong lai bang
chan r6i xoay tron mot vong dé Lucas thay cau ta khéng hé cé bao sing sau
lung. “T6i c6 vai cau héi, va toi cé thé c6 vai thdng tin anh can,” cau ta noi
khi nhin Lucas.

Quay vé phia ban lam viéc, Lucas néi, “Ngoi 1én givong kia di. T6i di
lay ghé”. Sung bi giau sé khé it ra khi ngoi trén giwvong. Lucas ngoi trén
mép chiéc ghé van phong khé citng. Ritter cling c6 thé la nha 1ap trinh may
tinh tuyét voi, hodac mot nhan vién ban bao hiém nhan tho, nhung vé ngoai
cta cau ta khéng hgp véi cac nghé do6. Phai c6 trdi nghiém ctia canh sat thi
md&i nhan ra dang vé sttt seo ciia mét ké cé thé lam ngwdi khac dau.

Khi Ritter ngo6i xuong, do khoac dé trong long, Lucas hoi, “Ai bao cau
dén tim t6i vay?”.

“Toi c6 nghe chuyén,” Ritter dap. Cau ta trong tré hon vé ngoai, Lucas
nghi: du lan da sam ndng theo thoi gian va nhan nheo vai chd, nhung Ritter
van chua dén ba muoi lam tudi.

“To6i dang nghe day,” Lucas noi.

“T6i la sT quan quan doi, don vi chién dau Lt doan Stryker, Su doan
B0 binh s6 2 tai Afghanistan. T6i dwgc nghi phép vé mai tang anh t6i.”

“Pung la... kh6 khan day. V6i anh em song sinh c6 1é con khé khan
hon.”

“Vang, dung vay. Tham chi khong dé gi dé giai thich chuyén d6 kho
khan nhw thé nao. Nhw kiéu anh bi mat mot chan. Nhitng ai khong c6 anh
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em song sinh sé khong hiéu dau,” Ritter néi bang giong tram tram. “Moi
nguwoi & Heracles ndi rang anh da ban chét anh ay.”

“T6i biét ho noi gi. Nham nhi cd ddy. Anh trai cau chinh la phuong
tién tot nhat cda ching toi trong vu nay. T6i khong muon t6 ra... Xuc
pham... nhung han dung la thang tré ranh. Biéu cudi cung chiing t6i mudn
la han chét. Nhitng ké giét han gio phai chiu trach nhiém cho viéc giét ba
nguoi - hai nguwdi trong s6 nay hoan toan vo tdi. Nguwdi th ba la anh trai

»

cau.

Ritter nhin Lucas do xét trong vai phut, r6i héi, “Anh biét gi vé
chuyén dim nuwdc?”.

Lucas dap, “Chang biét gi ca. Toi nay toi da dinh 1én mang tim hiéu
ma quén mat. Ching t6i dwgc mot nguodn tin cho biét Heracles dang chuyén
tay mot tai liéu bién ban phap y gid mao, viét rang han bi dim nwéc nhung
thuc ra khong phai. Néu cau kiém tra bén bac si phap y, ong ta cling sé ndi
vay thoi. Heracles dang c6 gang thuyét phuc moi nguwdi rang toi da giét
han”.

“Nhung anh rat bic minh vi chuyén da xdy ra véi vg anh, va anh dang
lam viéc cho Thugng nghi si Smalls...”

Lucas gat dau, anh néi, “Pung. T6i con hon cd byc minh vi chuyén
cta vo t6i. To6i... néu chac chan minh da tim thdy thang cha c6 lién quan, toi
c6 thé x6 han nga hai tang cau thang. Nhung t6i sé khong giét han. T6i sé
khong x han theo cach dé, dac biét néu han la anh trai cau. Nhuw toi da noi,
han la 16i tiép can duy nhat cua ching t6i dé pha vu nay, nhung han khong
phai muc tiéu hang dau”.

THEM MOT LUC IM LANG, roi Ritter hoi, “Néu anh khong giét Jim, anh
c6 biét ké nao c6 thé lam thé khong? Nhitng cai tén cu thé chang han? Bat
ky cai gi?”.
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Lucas dap, “T6i khong san sang néi vé chuyén dé - ching t6i van
dang diéu tra thém”.

Ritter nhin quanh phong, do xét n6 nhu thé tim ra cach dé bao chita,
r6i noi, “To6i da tra citu vé anh trén Internet. Anh la anh chang citng ran
nhi?”

“Co6 nhitng lic t6i nhw vay ma,” Lucas dap. “Gio ching ta noéi vé
chuyén gi vay?”

Ritter dap, “T6i dang hanh quan qua Kuwait thi nghe tin vé Jim nén da
bat chuyén bay quay vé nha. T6i dwgc nghi mwoi bon ngay. Trong khodng
thoi gian ddy liéu anh cé tim ra dugc ké sat nhan khong?”.

“Co thé, néu t6i tao dwgc anh hwdng nao do 1én ké co6 lién quan,”
Lucas néi. “Bay gio cho t6i biét lam sao cau tim ra t6i... hay tham chi la
biét tén t6i?”

“T6i da goi cho vai ngwoi. Toi dén phong nhan sy ctia Heracles. Toi
doan anh dang theo doi ho.”

“Pung vay,” Lucas dap.

“T6i biét moi ngwdi tai Heracles, cac cwu quan nhan, nhitng nguwdi ban
cta Jim - va nghe dwgc tin don rang vai ké nao ddy c6 dinh liu dén nhitng
hanh dong dang ngo tai nwdc My nay. T6i c6 nhitng cai tén, khong dé dau,
nhwng t6i... dwgc tin twdng, & mitc do nhat dinh nao do.”

“Khong phai la nhitng hanh dong dang ngo dau, trung ta,” Lucas noi.
“Cudc tan cong dau tién la am mwu am sat mot Thwong nghi si My va da
giét chét mot nguwoi phu nit vo toi. Nhitng ké lam chuyén nay, t6i rat tiéc
phai néi rang gom ca anh trai cu, biét 16 chiing dang lam gi. O cudc tan
cong thit hai, chiing ra tay nham khién c4 nhan t6i khong theo du6i ching
nita. Ching lam thé bang cach dudi theo vg toi - va bang vu sat hai mau
lanh mot thuwong dan vo toi. Cau c6 biét tat ca nhitng chuyén do khéng?”

“Co, toi dugc cho biét roi va tbi cling cé doc bao.” Ritter dé do khoac
sang mot bén roi ditng ddy, lai nhin quanh phong lan nita. Lucas n6i, “Ngoi
lai xudng giwong di,” cau ta lam theo nhung héi, “Tai sao?”.
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“B@i vi néu gidu sung, cau sé rat khé lay ra.” Lucas dat khau PPQ trén
mat td, ban tay anh chi cach khau sting c6 hai phan.

“Anh cang thang qua day.”

“T6i khong nén thé sao?” Lucas hoi.

“Co thé, toi nghi vay. Nhitng ké anh dang diéu tra, ching thuc sy
khong hé don gian dau. Trong tay ching la hang ha sa s6 nha thau quan doéi
lan tw nhan. Néu anh ngang dwong, ching sé gam dan lén tran anh do.
Nhung t6i khong phai la mot trong s6 chiing.”

“Nhe nhom that.”

Ritter nhin xuong hai bén hong minh, xoa xoa miii, ngwdc mat 1én réi
ndi, “Nghe nay, mot ngudi tén la Claxson... Anh dang diéu tra 6ng ta a?”.

“Pung.”

“Ong ta bao t6i ring anh c6 kha ning 1a ké da giét Jim va cho tdi biét
1y do - vg anh. Rang Jim bi dim nuwéc sau d6 bi hanh hinh... t6i nghe thay la
lam. T6i nén noi véi anh rang sau khi néi chuyén véi Claxson, t6i c6 ghé
qua cho bac si phéap y, 6ng ta néi rang chiang c6 bang chitng nao cho thay
Jim da bi dim nwéc hodc bi tra tdn theo cach khac, rang chang co chi tiét
nao giong nhu thé dwgc viét trong bién ban phap y. Tuy nhién bién ban
Claxson cho t6i xem lai ghi cu thé chuyén dé. T6i ty héi tai sao lai thé.”

“Claxson mu6n cau bam theo t6i.”

“DPé 1a ly do t6i dén day tay khong, khong mang sung. T6i mudn nghe
nhitng gi anh can néi.”

“Vay thi c6 kha nang ciu da biét ai giét han ta,” Lucas noi. “Va ly do
tai sao.”

“Vé 1y do thi toi khong chic. Ong ta hin s& khong néi.”

Suy nghi mot lic, Lucas noi, “Béi vi han da tré thanh m6i hoa. Néu
cac ban bé ctia cau tai Heracles duwgc cap nhat thong tin, ho sé biét - va gio
thi cau ciing biét - rang chiing t6i da thay cac sic go ¢ ving nong thon West
Virginia. Ching duwgc dung v6i muc dich bao vé suwon chiéc xe tai cia anh
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trai cdu, khi hat vang chiéc Cadillac cia Smalls khoi mat dwong, suyt lao
xuong vic. Néu ching khéo che day, vu nay sé chang khac gi chuyén xe
ctia Whitehead va Smalls v6 tinh bi mat 1ai, dam vao mot lum cdy roi rét
xuong song. Smalls khong chét cung Whitehead diing la mot ky tich. Néu
khong han sé khong con ai n6i vé chiéc xe thit hai nita”.

Ritter n6i, “Y anh mudn néi day 1a mot ké hoach tét, 1& ra né phai
hoan hdo, nhung cac muc tiéu lai 1at ngugc thé co a?”.

“Pung,” Lucas dap. “Van dé ctia ching - hay van dé cta anh trai cdu -
dé 1a ching t6i da dinh vi dugc xe tai cta han. Cau cé thé thay thiét hai &
noi cac stc go duwge budc chat vao swon xe, cing mot s6 bang chitng phap
y khac kha thuyét phuc. Néu ching t6i tébm han vi toi giét ngudi - va ching
toi dinh lam thé - c6 thé han sé khai ra nhitng ké khac c6 lién quan dé dugc
hwéng khoan hong. Chiing t6i quan tdm dén nhitng ké nay nhiéu hon la
James... Jim... Han chi la tay chan. Han da phdi tra gia. Ching t6i mudn
nhitng ké bo tién ra thué han ciing phai tra gia.”

“Anh dy sé chang khai ra ai dau,” Ritter néi. “Jim rat trung thanh véi
ban bé. Trung thanh dén bénh hoan luon. Ho la tat ca nhitng gi con lai cta
anh 4y sau thoi gian phuc vu trong quan ngii va Heracles. Anh dy tha vao
tu, hodc chét, con hon la phan boi ban be.”

“Nhung bon chiing c6 biét diéu dy khong? Ching khong phai la kiéu
nguwoi nghi dén nhitng diéu nay... Nhitng ké nhw Parrish hay Claxson thi
khong dau. Ching chi biét dén ban than thoi.”

“Claxson... néu ong ta phai lwa chon gitta ban than véi 1 con cta 6ng
ta, néu 6ng ta c6 con, lii con cdia o6ng ta chac sé phai chét,” Ritter noi.

Lucas bung tay vé phia cau ta. “Chinh x4c. Chung la nhitng ké bon t6i
muon. Ching t6i sé tom ca bon tay chan, nhung ho khong phdi 1a nhitng ké
giat day am muu am sat nay.”

“Anh biét con ké nao nita nhing tay vao nhitng... vu thé nay hay
khong?”
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“T6i nghi 1a c6,” Lucas dap. “T6i nghi van con hai tén tay chan nita,
hai gidam doc nita va mot ké giat day ca dam.”

“Chang nhé la Thugng nghi si Grant tit Minnesota?”

Lucas nghiéng dau. “Cau suy ra diéu nay tir dau?”

“Nhu t6i da noi, toi biét nhitng ngudi nay, ho cling biét toi va tin toi.
Khi t6i dang do tham xung quanh, t6i nghe duwgc tat ca nhitng chuyén kiéu
d6. Anh khong thé ké ching ra trudc toa; chi la tin don thoi, nhung la tin
don tir nhitng ké chuyén nghiép, va ching c6 gia tri. Cé vai goi y cho thay
rang néu moi viéc tréi chay, Heracles c6 thé ddt ca van phong riéng trong
Nha Trang.”

HAI NGUOT NHIN nhau, ban tay ctia Lucas khong con dé gan khau PPQ
nita ma dwa 1én xoa gdy. Anh hoi, “T6i c6 thé tin twdng cau dén mirc nao?
Pé lang nghe nhitng gi tdi phdi néi ma khong bd bo di khap noi? Ngay ca
néu lam thé sé gitp cau hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra vdi Jim”.

“Tdi s& khong hé ring nira 161 v6i ma nao hét,” Ritter noéi. “Y i 13, s&
khong cé ai nghe thdy mot 10i nao ti tdi vé nhitng gi dwgc ndi ra trong
phong nay.”

Lucas nhin cau ta trong giay lat. Ritter ndi thém, “Nghe nay, toi da
tham gia Hoc vién Quan sy. Ngay nao do toi sé tré thanh mot vi twéng, néu
toi khong hu hong, va dén gio t6i van chuwa. Jim khong theo hét dai hoc,
anh 4y nhap ngii va chon di con dwong khac han. Anh dy tham gia luc
lwgng Delta. Anh ay phuc vu trong ay qua lau, cé thé da giét chét qua nhiéu
nguoi, anh biét day, gom ca dan thuwong. Phu nit. Tré em. Ban bé cua anh dy
gan boé qua chat ché; anh ay c6 thé b6 mang vi nhitng nguwoi dé, nhung
ngoai nhitng ngwoi dy ra anh ay coc quan tdm cai quai gi hét. Chinh vi thé
nén anh 4y bi gat ra khoi quan déi. Anh dy da giét qua nhiéu nguwoi khong
dang phai chét. Quan doi rat tirc gian vGi nhitng chuyén nhuw thé”.

“Thé nén han ky hgp dong véi Heracles?”
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“Pung. Va anh ay giét ngudi tha ctra. T6i doan dén cudi cung anh ay
la ké xau, nhung anh ay van la anh trai t6i. Va anh ay rat than thiét véi dam
nguwoi & Heracles - cac nhan vién, nhitng ké xung quanh anh ay, chit khong
phai cac giam doc. Néu anh bdo ho giét anh dy, ho cling sé giong nhw Jim;
ho sé khong lam thé dau. Ho c6 thé sé giét chinh ké bao ho lam thé.”

Lucas cya quay trén ghé. “Thu vi day.”

“That sao?”

“Pung. Toi can tim ra ké nao biét dwgc chuyén da xdy ra, hodc c6 khai
niém veé chuyén da xay ra, nhwng lai trung thanh véi Jim.”

Ritter gat dau. “Gio hay noi cho toi nghe sy that: Cé phai Thugng nghi
si Grant ditng dang sau may chuyén nay khong?”

Lucas dap, “T6i khong chitng minh dwgc, nhung toi tin 1a thé. T6i tin
mu ta thyc hién moi viéc thong qua Parrish, ké mot thoi ting la trg ly cta
mu ta va lam viéc cho uy ban Tinh bao Thugng vien”.

Ritter lac dau ghé tdm. “Parrish gan b6 chat ché vgi Claxson. Toi c6
thé cung cap cho anh tén ctia nhitng ngudi c6 thé cho anh biét diéu dy, néu
ho quyét lam thé, nhitng nguwdi lam viéc cho Heracles nhwng rat than thiét
voi Jim.”

“Cuc ky hitu ich ddy, trong treong hop ching téi phai ra tda,” Lucas

“Anh sé bat Grant chit?”

“Néu c06 ai day khai ra mu ta.”

“D6 la cach duy nhat a?”

“Thé dady,” Lucas dap.

“Qi, quy tha ma bét,” Ritter cau nhau, vd manh vao hong 16i néi, “Bay
gio t0i sé dirng lén. Toi khong gidu sing dau - hay bat ky thit gi hoi c6m
cac anh hay nghi t¢i. To6i vé day”.

“Cau sé di dau?”
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“T6i dang & nha tro BOQ tai Arlington, nhing ngay mai toi sé chuyén
vao khach san. Chiéu nay b6 me t6i cling dén tir Nebraska...

Ho dang suy sup... Me t6i... Bo t6i hau nhu danh hét thoi gian cham
soc cho ba. Con t6i c6 gang cham séc ca hai nguoi.”

“T6i hiéu. Toi sé cho cdu dia chi email cua t6i,” Lucas néi. “T6i can
mot dia chi email bdo mat néu cau c6.”

“Tat nhién la t6i c6,” Ritter ndi. “Ca quan doi ciing khéng biét duoc
dau.”

KHI TRAO DOI email va s§ dién thoai, Lucas héi, “Khi nao cu s& lai n6i
chuyén vdi ban be minh tai Heracles?”.

“Ngay mai toi sé ra ngoai an trva vdi hai nguoi bon ho,” Ritter nai.
“Téat ca ching t6i déu no6i vé chuyén da xdy ra vdi Jim. Ai cling lo lang vé
Heracles va chuyén dang dién ra & d6. Ho sg rang néu c6 rac r6i thi vai
nguoi trong so nay sé dinh dang dén ho. Co6 10i don rang vai ngwoi da ly
khai. Xuat ngoai luén roi.”

“Cau sé goi cho t6i néu biét them gi d6 chw?” Lucas hoi. “Toi khong
biét tinh hinh cta cau tai d6 nhu thé nao. T6i khong muon cau bi thuwong.”

“T6i chwra san sang lam gian diép dau - va t6i thue sy khong mudn noi
chuyén véi FBI. Toi n6i chuyén vGi anh vi trong cai m@ to6i doc, may bai
bao tir Minnesota, anh xuat hién nhw mot ngudi t6i cé thé giao du. Néu FBI
muon tham gia, néu ho mu6n ngan céan t6i vi nghi ngo diéu gi do, toi sé
khong dugc 1én lon. Sé khong dugc lam trung ta nita. Sy nghiép cua toi
xem nhw hét. Thé nén t6i phai than trong.”

Lucas gat dau, quan sat sy cang thang ngay cang tang cda Ritter. “Néu
nhitng tén nay tiép tuc theo dudi Smalls, ching sé lam thé nao?”

“Sao t6i biét dugc.” Ritter gio hai tay lén. “Chung c6 thé 1am thé bang
triéu cach khac nhau. T6i biét mot dac vu SEAL chuyén vat bon khiing bo
A Rap xudng tir trén ghé udng tra, 1am ho dau dén ndi khong thé khang c,
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hodc kich n6 mot trai bom gidu trong 4o complet, trong khi ca nhém con lai
che gidu cho han. Han c6 thé danh guc mot nguwdi, xwong cot gay hét chi
trong hai gidy - ding nghia den day. Hai gidy thoi. T6i chitng kién roi. Co6
da cac kiéu ky thuat - ching c6 thé mot lan nita hiic vao xe Smalls trén
duwong, cé thé bé gay co ong ay roi quang 6ng dy nga cau thang ngay trong
nha minh; ching c6 thé giét 6ng ay bang ruwgu doc hodc dung qua liéu ma
tiy - nhung khong bao gio dé lai ddu vét gi trén co thé. Tat ca bon chiing
déu dugc dao tao k¥ nang ban tia. Vé diéu nay Jim khéng phdi nguoi gioi
nhat, vi co ban anh ay khong phadi la linh ban tia, nhung anh dy c6 thé gam
mot vién 338 xuyén nguc anh tir cd ngan mét, néu anh ay cé du thoi gian
tinh toan khoang cach, géc do va trong mot ngdy ling gi6. O Heracles c6
vai ngudi la linh ban tia, lic nao chiing ciing c6 viéc lam. Ban tia khién
ching hung phan con hon ca tinh duc... Néu anh dang ngoi tai ban lam viéc
gan ctra s, ching c6 thé ban tring anh tit khodng cach mot dam.”

“Pugc r6i. Nhung can than nhé. Néu nghe ngéong duwgc bat ky hanh
dong gi nhd goi téi ngay. Ban than toi cling s& hitu may chang cing cua, va
toi c6 thé goi thém néu can.” Suy nghi mot lic, anh néi thém, “Néu ngéng
thém bat ky tin gi nita vé Jack Parrish, han cé thé la chia khéa. Hodc John
McCoy. Hay Kerry Moore. Va tat nhién la ca Claxson nita”.

“T6i biét nhitng cai tén nay, McCoy va Moore, vi di do hoi xung
quanh. Chung la nhitng muc tiéu hang dau dung khong?”

“Phai, t6i nghi vay.” Anh suyt ndi vGi Ritter rang bén nhan vién cta
Heracles, bao gom ca McCoy da bi bat, nhing anh van chwa tin twdng hoan
toan anh chang nay. Thay vao d6 anh chi noi, “Mot chuyén nira. Jim ro
rang c6 ban gai - hodc mot co gai han than thiét theo cadch nao dé - manh
khanh, than hinh rat chuan. Cé a biét cach xoay dwgc mot khau tiéu lién
hiém, biét cach st dung va ching ngai ding né. Y tbi 1a nhw dan chuyén
nghiép ay”.

“Co ta da lam gi?” Ritter hoi.

Lucas ké cho cdu ta nghe vu dau sting trong tién sanh, Ritter néi, “Troi
dat, 1a c6 ta day ha? Lén khap ban tin luén... Nhung ho ndi rang khong ai bi
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thuwong”.

“Pung, nhung c6 4 khién moi nguwdi sg s6n ra quan, bao gom ca t6i.”

“T6i khong cho anh biét nhiéu vé ¢6 ta dwgc. Toi chi gap c6 ta c6 mot
lan, c6 ta khong mudn noéi chuyén vdéi toi. T6i nghi ¢o ta va Jim tirng an
nam vd&i nhau réi, nhung c6 ta khdng muén moi nguoi biét.”

“Tén co a la gi?”

Ritter lac dau. “Co ta tu gidi thiéu 'ci goi la Suzie' vGi t6i. Jim dudong
nhu thich c6 ta - rat nhiéu. Nhu thé sap cuwdi dén noi. Viéc dé khién t6i thay
hanh phtc, khién t6i nghi rang ching t6i sap don anh dy trd lai, thé nén toi
to mo lam. To6i khong hoan toan chac chan, nhuwng t6i tin ¢6 ta la diép vién
CIA ngam, mot bo phan c6 tén la SAD/SOG. B06 phan Pac vu/bBoi Pac
nhiém, nhanh ban quan sy cua ho.”

“Ho 6 tuyén phu ni¥ vao lyc lwgng sao? Day ho cach chién dau a?”

“Theo t6i hiéu thi diing vay. Suzie néi tiéng A Rap rat chuan. Anh biét
mot phu ni* nhé nhin néi sdi tiéng A Rap, deo khdn trum dau, véi khau
sung giau trong quan 16t sé ngau dén thé nao khong? Co ta c6 thé dén bat
ky dau, sé chang ma nao thém dé y tGi. Toi nghi ngd dé la viéc co ta lam,
va c6 thé van con dang lam.”

“Co ta no lue dén cung dé giét toi,” Lucas noi.

“Thé thi anh gdp may day,” Ritter n6i. “Nhitng ké nay thuong khong
hay that bai dau.”

“C0 a cling hoi ngu,” Lucas noi, “nhuwng da & rat gan t6i”.

RITTER DI ROI, Lucas 14y laptop ra va viét mot bao cdo dai gui Russell
Forte vé cudc tham van, lvu lai nhung chwa gwri. Forte c6 thé lo lang vé
nhitng hanh dong c6 kha nang la bat hgp phap ma Cuc Canh sat Tw phap
dang che giau, va anh khong muon dinh dang dén cudc tranh cai nay.

Vi bay gio chua phai luc.
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LUU XONG BAO CAO, anh nga lung xudng giwdng, vian nho dén roi
nham mat lai. Vai y nghi ludn quan trong tam tri, anh can phdi suy nghi cho
mach lac.

Tom Ritter d@ nhan manh cac nhan vién Heracles c6 thé nguy hiém
dén mic nao. Rang ho c6 thé trung thanh vGi nhau ra sao - khéng phai véi
giam doc, chi gitta dam nhan vién.

Thé nhung cé chuyén dang dién ra - Jim Ritter bi giét, Kerry Moore
thi bién mat. Hodac Claxson - thang cha cé hai khau sting ngan nap day dan
trén ban lam viéc - hodc Parrish c6 thé da giét ching. Hodc - mot suy nghi
m&i - c6 thé Taryn Grant da lam viéc dé.

Co 1é Grant khong cé kha nang, anh nghi sau mét hoi can nhac. Du la
ké nao giét Ritter di chang nita thi déu phéi boc han trong tui rac, va Ritter
la mat tén lwe lwdng, cé thé nang dén 81 kg. Grant hdan sé mudn quang han
tr xe xudng hoé rac that nhanh, nhung phu nit khong thé lam chuyén nay
mot minh. Lucas nghi ngo viéc Grant dam 10 dién cong khai dé tryc tiép
nhing tay vao mot vu giét ngwoi. Ngay cd néu mu mudn tién hanh vu giét
ngwoi, han phai cé ké khac thyce thi no.

Néu hiéu ding nhitng cdm xtc cia Tom Ritter vé long trung thanh ca
nhan, hung tha han sé khong thé la McCoy hodc Moore. Néu khong phai
chung, thi han sé la Parrish hodac Claxson, hoac cé thé 1a mot bén thit ba ma
Lucas con chua biét.

Va day mdi la van dé chinh: Du la ké nao di nita thi Lucas van khong
thdy dugc mot diém sang nao am chi dén Taryn Grant. Khong ai trong so
nhitng nhan vat chinh nghi dén 1gi 16c tir viéc ban ditng mu ta. Vi néu thé,
ching sé phai thtra nhan minh la nhitng ké chi muwu vu giét nguoi. Ké ca
thé di nita van chwa da dé tom mu ta.

Chua hét, Grant han sé c6 thira tién dé kiém cho minh nhitng luat sw
bao chita gi6i nhat cho dong bon ctia mu. Néu mu thuc sw cé co hoi ngbi
vao ghé tong thong, c6 thé mu sé cdp quyén mién trit ngoai giao cho dong
bon, néu tinh hinh tiép tuc tré nén toi té.
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Néu diéu anh lo s@ tr@ thanh hién thwe, viéc bat gitt Taryn Grant sé la
khong tuwdng.

Khong thé lam vay theo cach anh van lam.
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24

Sang hom sau Jane Chase goi khi Lucas dang cao rau.

“Sang nay ching t6i sé bat Claxson. Vé&i cac tai liéu va nhitng gi sé
thu dwgc tit McCoy, ching toi c6 thé bat han vi vai t6i danh nhw buon ban
trai phép vii khi cam. Nhu thé sé gidi quyét dugc bai toan quy ché thoi
hiéu. Chung t6i xin duwgc lénh kham xét ca cong ty cling nhu nha riéng cua
han r6i.”

Lucas: “Ba da trao doi thit gi v6i McCoy vay?”

“Veé diém nay thi chang c6 gi cd. Sang sém nay Bunch da dén...”

“Gio hang con s6m thé ma,” Lucas phan doi.

Chase dap, “Lucas, muoi gio r6i ma. T6i da c6 mat ¢ day tw lic sau
gi0. Ma Bunch da néi chuyén véi McCoy tan mot tiéng. Sau do, Bunch dé
nghi v6i mot trong cac luat sw cua ching to6i, mot anh chang tr DOJ, rang
McCoy c6 thé cung cap théng tin chi tiét vé nhiéu chuyén hang vii khi, rang
han nhan dwoc nhitng hwdng dan giao nhan cu thé, cé kha nang la phi phéap
t* chinh Claxson™.

“Vay doi lai han sé dwgc gi?”

Chase chan chtr r6i dap, “Bunch dang xin hudng quyén mién trir phap
ly déi va6i bat ky t6i danh nao c6 thé phat sinh khi lam viéc cho Heracles,
Flamma hoac Inter-Core Ballistics”.

“Lay Chua t6i, Jane, nhw thé titc 1a c6 thé lién quan dén cudc tan cong
Thuwgng nghi s Smalls va tat ca cac vu an mang sau do,” Lucas n6i. “Ba c6
biét Smalls s& dén nhan tin ndy thé nao khong? Ong &y sé& di thing 1én
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Thuwgng vién, mang theo cdy thap gia va nhitng céai dinh, dé déng dinh
chinh ba len do.”

“McCoy phu nhan lién quan dén cdc vu an mang. Bunch noéi rang
nhitng vu nay c6 thé do Ritter hay nhitng ké chwa xac dinh duge gay ra.
No6i thang nhé, Lucas, v6i nhitng gi anh da tim dugc cho dén gio, sé chang
c6 cong td vién nao ma tbi biét buoc McCoy t6i giét ngwdi dau. Claxson sé
khong thira nhan han biét gi vé cdc vu an mang; cai chét cua Ritter, va
Moore - ching t6i khong biét, c6 thé han cling chét ro6i.”

“Va thé 1a McCoy thoat a?”

“Han sé khong thoat. Ching t6i da budc tdi han budn ban vii khi ké ca
c6 hodc khong cé 10i khai b6 sung. Han sé phai thu an - chiing t6i sé noi
v6&i Bunch rang ching t6i mudn han mat tr mwoi dén muwoi lam nam trong
ti. Ong ta s& khong chap nhan, chi déong y ndm ndm. McCoy s& chi chiu
mic an d6 néu treo cd duge Claxson. Bang khong, ching t6i sé mang han
ra tda va dé nghi muwoi lam nam ta.”

Lucas néi, “Vay ba phai truy dudi Claxson that gat vao. Ba phai dat
duwgc thoa thuan nao dé dé du han khai ra Parrish va Grant”.

“Han sé khong chiu dau,” Chase néi. “Han sé hau toa va hy vong thoat
duwgce. Néu han khong lam dwgc va khong thé khang cdo, han sé co6 gang
théa thuan mic an thap nhat. Chinh anh tirng noéi thé nay - cach duy nhat dé
han c6 thé khai ra Grant chinh la thi nhan minh da dan x€p it nhat hai vu an
mang, va cé thé la ba. Bitng mo han sé lam thé. Riéng budc han t6i budn
ban vii khi théi cling mét r6i. Han sé c6 gang 16i CIA va cac don vi dac
nhiém quoc phong vao cudc, ho sé phan doi ban an vin vao 1y do an ninh
quoc gia.”

“Chét tiét,” Lucas n6i. Chase chd dgi, cudi cung Lucas hoi, “Hom nay
ba dinh sé 1am gi? Ngoai viéc bat gilt han”.

“Thi kham xét. Anh va nhém cua anh dwgc moi tham gia ddy,” Chase
dap. “Chung toi sé co madt tai nha cua McCoy, van phong cua Heracles va
cta Claxson, tich thu cac ho so cling nhuw dén nha riéng cta Claxson. Lénh
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kham xét trong tay day roi, cac doi cua ching t6i dang trén duong t6i. Co
thé t6i sé dén nha Claxson dé biét so qua han la ngudi thé nao.”

“T6i co thé cho ba biét diéu d6 ludén: han cé hai khau sung luc ty dong,
nam lu lu trén ban lam viéc ay.”

“Toi khong ngac nhién vé chuyén do.”

“Hay nhd nhitng gi toi n6i vé Smalls va céi thap gia.”

“Ong 4y s& khong bam theo t6i dau - ma 1a Téng chudng 1y, nguoi sé
khai xwdng chuyén nay, va toi nghi ngo rang Smalls sé tiép nhan co ta.”

Lucas noi, “Cho t6i dia chi nha Claxson di”.

NHA CLAXSON NAM déi dién dwong Kurtz cdy c6i rAm rap & McLean,
Virginia. Ngoi nha két cau ba tang am dam, dwgc xay bang gach do, phia
sau la bai do xe rong, cao hon mat duong ba hodc bon mét rudi. Phia cudi
16i xe vao nha lat nhia 1a mot ga-ra hai ctra, ctra tredc cé hai cot da. Bon
chiéc SUV do6 chat cirng 16i vao, mot nguwoi trong nhuw dac vu FBI cap dudi
twa lvng vao mot trong may chiéc xe, miéng phi phéo diéu thudc.

"““Ngai Kurtz chét r6i,”* Lucas trich 16i khi anh phéng vut qua, tim cho
do xe.

“Toi biét ma,” Rae dap. “Trong long bong t6i. Toi ngac nhién khi anh
cling biét, twdng anh chi la thang nhéc mé hockey.”

“Thuyc ra cau nay trich trong bai treong ca Nhitng ké rong tuéch cua T.
s. Eliot,” Lucas noi. “'Va nhu thé két thic cudc doi/ Va nhu thé két thic
cudc doi/ Va nhu thé két thic cudce doi/ Bang tiéng nac chit khong phai dap
manh."”

“V§& van,” Rae noéi. “Trong long bong t6i co ma”.

“Sai ro6i. Nhitng ké rong tuéch.”

“Chua oi, dé toi tra lai xem nao,” Bob noéi. Cau ta rut dién thoai ra va
bat dau hi hody bang may ngoén tay. Chang con nhiéu cho do xe trén 16i vao
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nha, Lucas tim thdy mét cho cach dé hon ba mwoi mét, noi ca bén banh xe
cta anh khéng phai cham via he. Khi xudng xe, Bob néi, “tim thay r6i”.

“Ai thing?” Rae hoi.

“To6i chit ai,” Lucas noi. “T6i thudc ca bai co ma.”

“Con toi thi thudc long toan b tiéu thuyét cta Joseph Conrad,” Rae
noi.

Bob néi, “Ca hai déu ding. Conrad da viét cau dé. Eliot trich n6 trong
dong dau tién cua bai tho”.

“T6i ding dau tién nha,” Rae noi.

“Tho cua Eliot noi tiéng hon thé nhiéu,” Lucas noi.

Bob ndi, “Thoi nao hai nguwoi. Chung ta la canh sat, chit khong phai
nhitng nang tién van chuong”.

“Thi toi cling c6 phai quai dau,” Rae noi. “Lucas mé&i la nguoi hay
trich dan nhitng cau tho dién khung day chi.”

NGUOI HUT THUOC dinh viit diéu Marlboro, thi thdy ho buéc 1én 16i xe
vao nha, cau ta quang dau loc thudc 14 vao bui cdy ti cau. “Pay la quy dinh
cta FBI,” cau ta néi, can than kiém tra bon ho. “T6i chac la cac ngudi biét
roi.”

“Canh sat Tw phap M¥,” Lucas néi. “Jane Chase chac chan sé dé
chung t6i qua.”

“Néu cac ngudi la Davenport, Matees va Givens, thi ding vay.” Cau ta
xem dong ho deo tay. “Vai phtt nita ba ay sé dén day.”

AN TUONG cua Lucas vé can nha cia Claxson nim ¢ may tdm tham va
nhitng diéu xi ga. Mui khoi thuéc thom virong van ¢ sanh vao nhw mét dau
hiéu thé hién sy nam tinh, hon mudi tdim tham phwong Bong du kich ¢d trai
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trén san nha 16t van mau nau dé nhat nhw cac 6c ddo dat tién. RS rang tay
kién tric sw duge dan do phai thiét ké can nha giong cau lac bo cac quy ong
nuwéc Anh, chi con thiéu cac 6ng nho.

“Nhiéu hop go ghé,” Bob ndi, va khi Lucas nhin quanh, anh nhéan ra
rat nhiéu cac hop my nghé.

“Va nhiéu guong nita,” Rae noi.

Mot ta dac vu FBI ditng 16 nho trong nha, dan dan tach nhau ra. Phan
16n ho tim kiém céc tai liéu nhung khong thay gi nhiéu. Mot chuyén gia
gidi ma ctia Cuc khong thé mé noi két an toan gan twong trong phong lam
viéc - von di can nha c6 mét phong lam viéc, hai gia sach lam twong, mot
bitrc chan dung phu nit bang son dau trén bitc twong thit ba, va 16 swéi bang
da xé khong thé thiéu trén birc twong th tw. Két an toan dugc gidu trong
madt bén 1o sudi.

Mot ky thuat vien bé khoa mat ma trén may tinh Dell, nhung ngoai trwe
cac tai liéu kinh doanh thong thudong - cht yéu la cac ban sao ké ngan hang
- toan bo tai liéu con lai déu dwgc ma hoa, moi tai liéu khac da bi xb6a sach
bang chwong trinh Win/DeXX ma ho tim thdy trong may tinh dé ban cta
Ritter.

Ho da thu iPhone cta Claxson khi han bi bat, gio day ho tim thay
chiéc dién thoai thi? tw & mat trong s6 nhiéu hop go. Ciling ki thuat vién nay
néi, “Cac dién thoai déu bi khoa hét. Khong ai m& duwgc. Sdu chit s6, bon
co hoi, mot trieu kha nang”.

Mot trong cac dac vu noi véi Lucas, “Han giong hét Ritter - gidu mot
két an toan & dau do, dung nhan dang gia cat gidu tat ca tai liéu ngon”.

Bob noi, “Chiing t6i da tim thdy chia khéa két ctia Ritter trong 6ng
thoat nwdc bon rira trong phong tam”.

“Pa tim ca r6i,” tay dac vu noi.

Mot ddc vu brdc nang né tir dwdi ham ngam di 1én, tay nam quai cta
bon khau sting treong mau den. Rae hoi, “Ty dong a?”.
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“Pung vay,” anh ta n6i. “Han c6 bdy thung sat dwng stng duwdi do, ba
muoi nham khau sung trudong du loai, hai chuc khau sing ngan.”

“Han la dan lai sung ma,” Lucas n6i. “Han duwgc phép st dung tat ca.”

VAI PHUT SAU Chase xuat hién, ling nghe mot dic vu chi huy cudc
kham xét tém tat ngan gon. Quay sang Lucas, ba ta n6i, “d cong ty han
chang thu dwoc nhiéu. Ching rat than trong vdéi cac tai liéu. Toi nghi ngo
thit chuing ta 1ay duwgc cta Ritter dugc giti email cho han dudi dang ma hoa,
nhung sau khi gidi ma, Ritter da pha twong lta roi in ching ra, thay vi xéa,
ro6i gidu bién dé phong than”.

Lucas noi, “Chung toi da ndi chuyén vdi trg ly rieng ctia Claxson khi
dén van phong cda han lan dau tién... mot ngwoi sap dén tudi vé huwu réi. Co
cach nao dua ba ta dén day duwgc khong?”.

“Pé lam gi?”

“Pé Bob, Rae va toi c6 thé ham doa ba ta. Toi dam c4 ba ta biét ma so
dién thoai ctia han.”

Chase nhin cham cham Lucas, r6i néi, “Chuing t6i tobm ba ta r6i. Chwa
tong giam nhwng tam gilt ba ta. T6i c6 thé mang ba ta dén day... dé tra 1oi
nhitng cau hoi vé phong cach song cua han va nhiéu chuyén khac. Ba ta bi
doa dam du r6i”.

“Dan ba ta vao phong khach riéng, mac cho ba ta c6 toat mo hoéi hay
khong, roi ching toi sé dén gap ba ta.”

“T0i sé goi,” Chase noi.

TEN CUA BA TRQ LY 1a Helen Oakes. Pting & ctta s6 trudc, Lucas nhin
ba ta buwdc 1én duwong xe vao nha, v6i mot dac vu FBI di sau ho tong. Ba ta
mdc bd do cong s& khiém nhuwdng, anh nhé rang ba ta cling mac bo nay lan
dau tién ho gap nhau. Ba ta khong phai tuyp phu nit yéu thich su 16e loet.
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Bob va Rae nhin m6t anh chang FBI trong doi kham xét cuén cac tam
tham lai, Lucas goi: “Ba ta dén r6i. Bién khoi day thoi”.

Ho nhanh chong rut vao phong lam viéc, Chase ra don Oakes & cira
trirdc, dan ba ta vao phong khach.

Rae néi cho Lucas nghe nhitng gi co6 biét vé cac tdm thdm nha
Claxson. “Chung rat on, du khong phai tuyét pham. Hau hét déu san xuat
tai An Do. Anh chang ban tham béo t6i rdng nhin ching dep rung tim
ludn.”

Ho dang néi chuyén phiém vé mdy cai tham, dong stiing ong, may cai
guwong va cac hop my nghé, cung hai thanh kiém Nhat treo trén gia gan citra
ra vao. Mudi phit sau, Chase 16 dau vao phong, noi, “Chuyén nay khién t6i
thdy lo, nén... binh tinh hét sitc c6 thé nhé”.

Lucas gat dau. “Pwgc ma.”

KHI LUCAS, BOB VA RAE buéc vao phong khach chinh, Oakes ngdi
trén chiéc s6 pha mau be, trong c6 vé nhw hang Y, hai dau géi khép sat vao
nhau, hai khuyu tay nép sat hai hong, hai ban tay siét chat chiéc tii xach dé
trén long. Ba ta dang sg hai.

Rae ngdi thup xudng s6 pha canh ba ta, chi cach vai phan. “Oi!” C6 ay
thot 1én, thoc tay vao trong 4o khoac rit ra khau Glock. Co ay rwén ngudoi
sang phia Oakes, tha roi khau sting xuong chiéc ban nhé bén canh, vang lén
tiéng lanh canh am 1, nong stng chia vé phia Oakes. Quay sang Oakes, c6
ay noi, “Toi dién lam roi day, hiéu t6i mudn noi gi khong?”.

D6 la cau héi tu tt nén Oakes khong tra 16i. Lucas lay ghé ngoi doi
dién v6i ba ta, Bob kéo thém cai ghé khac, cac chan ghé miét trén bé mat
san lat van tao nén tiéng rit nghe 16ng 6c, cho dén khi cau ta ngo6i qua gan
ba ta.

Lucas noi, “Ba Oakes...”.
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Bob: “Lay Chua, Lucas, hay goi ba ay la Helen - ¢ day tat ca ching ta
déu la ban. Helen, la tén ctia ba ding khong?”

Oakes gat dau, lang tranh Bob.

Lucas noi, “Puoc roi, Helen. Nghe nay, ching t6i khong mudn lam ba
sg, ba cling khong can thiét phai néi cho chiing t6i biét moi chuyén. Té6i lic
nay chung toi sé khong bat gitt ba, nhung tinh canh ctia ba dang cuc ky
nguy hiém day”.

“Chuan thdy ba c6 ludn,” Rae noéi. “Anh ay khong bat nat ba dau cung
a... Xin 16i vi dung tir hoi tho nha.”

“Moi nguoi im nao,” Lucas noéi. “To6i dang néi co ma.”

“Vang, thura sép. T6i ludn lam nhitng gi ngwoi da trang bao t6i lam,”
Rae dap.

“Ca hai, ngam miéng lai, dé Helen noéi,” Bob ndi.

Lucas ndi tiép. “Helen, sép cta ba sap phdi di tu trong thoi gian rat dai
ddy. C6 1é phai hon hai muwoi nam hodac 1au hon nita, néu ching t6i budc toi
dwgce han gay ra cadc vu 4n mang. Toi s€ noi that va cho ba biét rang muc
tieu cua chung toi khong phai la ba. Ba chi la con ca ti hon. Chuing t6i quan
tam dén Claxson va mét s6 tay chan quan su ctia han. Néu ba dyng lén bic
twong phong tha va khién ching t6i bé cudc... chiing t6i c6 thé dé dang
nhét ba chung mot ro véi bon ching. Ching t6i biét chac ba nam duwgc
nhiéu thong tin nhay cam vé nhitng gi dang dién ra & do, vi ba rat than thiét
voi Claxson...”

“Toi chi la trg ly cua ong ta!” Oakes rén ri, lan dau tién m& miéng.
“T6i giai quyét chuong trinh lam viéc va thu xép dat cho cho 6ng ta di du
lich, nhung t6i chang biét gi vé mang kinh doanh hét.”

“Oi, me kiép,” Rae néi.

Lucas nat: “Rae, toi khdng mudn phdi canh cdo c6 lan nira”.

“Co6 phdi lan dau anh canh cdo t6i dau,” Rae dap. Quay sang Oakes, c6
ay noi, “Twr kinh nghiém béan than t6i néi cho cung nghe nay, dirng c6 dai
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ma gion mat véi FBI. Nhitng thang ché mau lanh 4y sé khong ngan ngai
ma quang cung xudng ho, tham chi con chang théem nhé cung tirng ton tai
trwdc khi ném cung xudng.

Claxson sé phdi thu 4n ba muwoi nam. Cung khéng muon bi chét chung
mot ro dau”.

“Thoi nao Rae,” Bob néi, “dirng lam ba dy s¢”. Quay sang Oakes, cau
ta noi, “Ngay ca néu ho tong ba vao tu, dac biét doi v4i phu nit thi nha tu
lién bang khong té dén thé dau. Ba vao do6 sé dugc phuc vu com an ba bita,
c6 chiéu ngu va dugc cham soéc y té can than”.

“Cung sé chang duwgc cham soc tit t€ dau,” Rae no6i, nhwdng may.
“Mdy & 0 moi c6 thé sa ngay vao long cung day.”

“Thoi di Rae, khon kiép that,” Bob néi.

Lucas 16n giong. “Mot lan nita, tdt cA cam mom.” Quay sang Oakes:
“Cac may tinh cta Claxson déu bi ma hda. Ba c6 biét chia khéa gidi ma cta
han khong?”

“Khong, t6i... toi khong biét. Chang ai biét ngoai ong ta. N6 dai lam;
toi tirng thdy o6ng ta nhap mat ma trén may tinh, 6ng ta vira gé vira lam
nham theo. Nhu thé 6ng ta dang danh mdy tirng tir mot ra vay. Va ong ta
chdng can xem cdi gi hét - 6ng ta da thudc long né.”

“Té qua,” Rae noéi. “Moi thit déu bi ma héa sao?”

“Gan nhuw moi th,” Oakes dap. “Pé la 1y do tai sao toi chang biét gi...
Tat ca déu duoc gui di gri lai dwdi dang ma héa vi hau hét 1a tai liéu mat.
T6i biét ho van chuyén vii khi ti* noi nay sang noi khac, nhung tit ca cac
chi tiét déu bi ma hoa. Toi khong lam viéc do.”

“Ba no6i minh lo viéc di lai cia han,” Lucas néi. “Ba cé thu xép
chuyén bay bang may bay riéng ctia han dén Omaha khong?”

Ba ay ngan ngt, roi dap, “Toi biét 6ng ta da bay t6i d6”.

“Ba biét han bay cung véi ai khong?”
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Lai ngan ngt. “Khong, nhung t6i nhan bon hop an trwa. Toi khong
biét ho la nhitng ai, nhung mét trong s6 ho c6 thé la Carol.”

Lucas, Bob va Rae cung nhin nhau. “Carol la ai?” Lucas hoi. “Co phai
phu nit khong?”

Ba dy gat dau, “Carol Ruiz. T6i khong biét c6 ta di cung, nhung co ta
lién tuc qudy nhiéu ca ngay hom do, trudc khi George - ngai Claxson - 1én
duwong. Chung t6i khong gap co ta thuwong xuyén lam - c6 ta khong lam viéc
cho chiing t6i - nén... t6i khong biét nhiéu vé c6 ta”.

“Ho c6 than mat khong?” Bob hoi. “George véi Carol ay?”

Oakes nhiu may, héi lai, “Than mat?”.

“Cung biét ma,” Rae dap, “George c6 du co 4 thoi ken khong? Cai 6ng
sdo ay?”.

“Oi... khong. Khong! Carol gan nhu chi néi chuyén véi cac chang trai.
R6i nghi c6 ta la OGA*.”

Lucas: “Co ta la gian diép a?”

“Hay can than vGi nhitng gi anh suy ra tir d6,” Rae néi véi Lucas. “T6i
khong thich cai thit gian diép do.” Co ay nhin cham cham Oakes, ruén
nguoi vé phia ba. “Dirng bao gid noéi cai tir 'gian diép' ay ra nghe r6é chwa?”

“To6i khong bao gio...”

Lucas noi, “Hirm, Carol Ruiz. Chung t6i sé theo doi co ta”.

“Pirng nhac dén tén t6i, lam on. Co ta... dang sg lam.”

“Chung t6i sé c6 gang,” Lucas néi. Anh rut tr trong tdi 4o khodac ra
cudn so tay va cay but, m@ sb ra roi viét vao do cai tén “Carol Ruiz”. “Ba
c6 thé cho toi biét trong co ta thé nao khong?”

Oakes dap, “Co ta thap hon t6i. Co6 ta gay, nhw van dong vién chay
marathon hay dai loai thé. T6c den, mat den. Khéng hay cuwdi. Theo y t6i
thi c6 ta... khong dugc hay ho cho lam. Co ta sé nhin déu cac anh... Lam on
dirng bdo c6 ta rang t6i la ngudi cung cap thong tin”.
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“Néu ching t6i phai dung tén ctia ba, chiing to6i sé phai chac chan Ruiz
biét ba duwgc FBI bao vé,” Lucas noi. “Trad lai vai Claxson, toi biét mat ma
rat dai, nhuwng ma dién thoai cua han sé khong dai thé. Hodc Bon hoac sau
soO thoi ding khong? Ba phai biét diéu d6.”

“T6i...” Ba ta bat dau khoc.

Lucas dé mac ba ta trong muwoi lam gidy, roi néi, “Helen? Dirng noi
doi t6i. Ba c6 thé tw choi trd 10i, nhung ba khong thé néi doi t6i. Do 1a toi
ac, va toi khong hé doi tra khi noi vay”.

“Anh ta n6i doi rat nhiéu, nhung riéng chuyén nay thi khong,” Rae
noi.

“Lam on dung noi vdi ong ta,” ba ta noi, lai nitc no.

“Chuyén chung t6i giéi nhat chinh la gi* bi mat...”

“N6 la 312415...” Lucas viét vao so6 tay khi ba ta doc so.

“Lam sao ba biét?” Rae hai.

“T6i ngoi canh Ong ta trong xe 0 td. Toi tirng thay ong ta lam thé hang
tram 1an va téi... ci thé nhé théi. Ong ta cling chdng budn gidu bdi... ong ta
xem nhuw t6i khong & do vay... hau nhw lic nao cling thé.”

Lucas ditng day. “Chung toi sé can ba doi & day,” Lucas néi. “Nguoi
ho tong sé dén dwa ba ve.”

“Lam on dirng bao v6i George rang t6i da n6i v6i anh. Toi... rat sg
ong ta.”

“Nhu Carol Ruiz phai khong?” Bob hoi.

“A Carol thi khac. Carol thi dién 6. George chi xau xa thoi. Nguoi ta
c6 thé duwong dau vdi ké xdu xa. Nhung khong thé doi pho véi dira dién ro.”

LUCAS BUOC RA KHOI phong khach chinh tién vao tién sanh, noi Chase
dang dirng lang nghe, khuit tam nhin. Ba ta néi, “Claxson c6 thé khéng
phai la ké duy nhat x4u xa”.
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Lucas dap, “Tam thdoi ching ta da biét rang c6 ba ngwoi chét, va cé thé
ca Moore ciing da bi giét. Nhung ching t6i van khong nd gieo 4c mong vao
dau ba ta. Ci¢ thir van may v6i may cai dién thoai truwdc da.”

Ky thuat vién FBI da bé chiéc iPhone vao tti nhya trong su6t. Anh ta
da can than bat nguon truedc dé. Chase doc day so tir s6 tay cta Lucas, tay
k¥ thuat vién bam s, dién thoai sang den.

“Chuing ta can in ra hét moi thit,” ba ta no6i v6i ky thuat vién. “Lam
ngay di.”

“R0 thua sép,” anh ta dap. “Con cac dién thoai khac thi sao?”

“C6 thé han ta chi nhé dwgc mot ma thoi,” Chase noi.

Ky thuat vién nhun vai, bo chiéc dién thoai thi hai vao tui, thtt bam
mad. Dién thoai thi hai sang den.

Chase noi v6i Lucas, “Van la xau xa th6i, nhung thoi, bo qua cho anh
lan nay”.

BA TA PI BEN néi chuyén v6i ngudi khic, Lucas néi véi Bob va Rae,
“Carol Ruiz nghe cé vé giong Suzie nhi, ké n6 sting ¢ khach san ay”.

“Pung vay,” Bob noi. “Nhung rot cude la Carol hay Suzie?”
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25

Grant dang di cung nha dau tv mao hiém cta California qua Toa nha
van phong Thugng vién thi Parrish goi dén. Nha dau tv van do thun Black
Sabbath mau den, quan bo den va do khoac bang vai linen mau den, mot
cham nhé mau hong sam noi bat sau da dau 6ng ta; Grant doan lan sau gap
nhau, dau 6ng ta hin s& nhan thin. Ong ta c6 sttc hit diy nham hiém cta
mot nha dau tw mao hiém, chwa ké dén tién bac va nhitng moi quan hé. Bé
mdi la diéu quan trong - mu dang trong giai doan xay dwng mang ludGi, va
mu sé can nhitng moi quan hé dé khi cac ky bau ctr so bo sap dién ra tai
California.

Cudc goi cta Parrish khién mu tic t6i. Mu néi v6i nha dau tw, “Mot
gidy thoi - toi phai nhan cudc goi nay,” réi buwdc xa khéi 6ng ta. “Cai gi?”
Mu nat vao dién thoai.

“Tiéu ban c6 rac roi,” Parrish dap. “Chung ta can néi chuyén & cho an
toan.”

Mat ma bao nguy: tiéu ban tirc 1a Heracles, Claxson va li tay chan.

“Trwa nay t6i mdi rdnh,” mu dap. “Gap t6i tai noi an nau.”

“Cang s6m cang tot.”

“Sé gap trong bao 1au?” Mu hai.

“Muroi lam phut dugc khong?”

“Muoi rudi triva nay, cho anh mwoi lam phat,” mu dap. “T6i c6 hen
lic muoi mot gio.”

“Hen gap vao lic do,” Parrish ndi, roi ctip may.
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Grant vuiron tay ra cham vao canh tay nha dau tw, dan 6ng ta quay vé
van phong ctia my, ban tay mu van khong roi khi ho sanh d6i. Mu sé 1én
giwong voi ong ta néu can. “Ngai c6 biét van dé véi Thugng vién la gi
khong? Nhu thé bi phién chét vay. Su6t cad ngay lic nao cling c6 nguoi
muon néi chuyén - ma hau hét la chuyén tao lao. Ho néi chuyén chi dé c6
cai ma khoe, '"H6m qua t6i da néi chuyén véi Thuong nghi si Grant, thé roi
la bat dau chém gio”.

Ong ta gat dau. “T6i cling thé ma. Mot thing cha nao d6 dang diéu
hanh mo6t doanh nghiép khéi nghiép ré tién muén khoe rang han da néi
chuyén véi c6, dé han co thé lan truyén céi tin don dé sao cho thu hit nhiéu
nguwoi quan tdm dén th han rao ban. 'Phién chét' - téi sé nhd cau nay.”

CAC THUQNG NGHI ST MY mdi ngudi déu dugce cap cho cac chd dn nau
riéng trén doi Capitol, dan ching hay gigi bao chi khong bao gid dugc thay.
Chi Thugng nghi si la ngudi duy nhat cé chia khoa cta noi dé, dugc kiém
tra hodc giam sat dién tr theo dinh ky. Tuy khong dwgc bao dam nhuw SCIF
cua Grant, nhung kin dao.

Vi Grant la Thuwgng nghi si méi, nén chon an nau cia mu la dwéi ham
ngam doi Capitol, mot can phong khong ctra so6, chi vira da rong cho mot
cai ban dé dat may tinh, mot cai ghé van phong, hai cai ghé go cho khach
va mot ta lanh van phong nho. Néu tring thém mdt nhiém ky nita va gap
may man vGi ty 1é nhan vién nghi viéc & Thuwgng vién, mu c6 thé nhan
duwgc noi an nau cé ctra s6. Tat nhién, néu moi thit suén sé, cai van phong
to dung hinh bau duc han sé la cia mu, trdc ca khi mong muodn kia thanh
hién thuec.

GRANT HOI “Chuyén gi?” khi buéng minh xuéng ghé.

Parrish ngo6i xudng cai ghé go. “Sang nay FBI x0c vao Heracles.”
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“Oi chét tiét.”

“Claxson x0 kham roi. Lao chang khai gi hét, dé nghi dwgc néi chuyén
rieng vai luat su. Chung cho phép ndi chuyén trong SCIF rieng cua lao.
Vao trong day Claxson goi cho to6i bang dién thoai dung mét lan, ldo cho
chay may huy tai liéu khi goi cho toi, thé nén cwc ky an toan,” Parrish noi.
“Lao chi noi chirng vai phut, tuy nhién toi biét la bon dac vu da tim thay két
sat an toan cua Ritter, thu duwgc mot dong tai liéu vé mot so... dot giao nhan
vii khi bat hgp phap. Chang lién quan gi dén chuing ta, khong truc tiép. Vi
do la Ritter, nén t0i dam ca ong ban Davenport cta co6 dang quay tung lén @
ngoai kia.”

Grant chia mét ngoén tay vao Parrish. “Nhung... chuyén gi xdy ra néu
Davenport ¢6 tinh quay Claxson vi vu Smalls?”

“Pé la diéu thit nhi t6i nghi dén.”

“Piéu th nhat con té hon sao?”

“A... t6i c6 dinh dang dén vai thuong vu caa Claxson. Ciing lau 1im
roi, nhung hoi ay hodc t6i da dang lam viéc cho c6 r6i hodc vira bat dau
hop tac véi co.”

“Doi, dgi da - téi khong biét con bat ky tai liéu nao lién quan dén may
giao dich d6. C6 kha nang do, nhung néu thé thi cling chi 1a do xui théi. Du
sao toi cling cho rang c6 nén biét. Va gio thi Claxson bi tom. Néu
Davenport ¢6 tinh quay lao...”

“Liéu McCoy hay Moore c6 san sang giai quyét van dé dé khong?
Claxson ay?”

Parrish lac dau. “T6i khong tim duwgc ca hai tén d6. T6i da hoi Claxon
va lao néi Moore da bién di dau tv hom qua hay hom kia r6i. C6 thé han
dang muo6n bé tréon. McCoy van con thay mat, hoac cho dén chiéu hém qua,
nhung ké tir Iic dé khong ai lién hé duwgce vGi han. Toi da tham thinh quanh
nha han, khéng phat hién dugc gi bat thwong nhung chang thay xe han dau.
C6 thé han dugc don di, hodc nhw t6i néi, cé thé dang chay tron.”
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“Ra dam r6i,” Grant néi. “Toan bd vu nay dang ra dam. Moore va
McCoy biét duwgc bao nhiéu vé t6i?”

“Chang biét gi ngoai tén cua co,” Parrish dap. “Vé co ban, ching biét
toi lam viéc cho co, rang t6i la ban vdi Claxson. Va t6i céc can quan tam
Davenport nghi ngo diéu gi. Mién la Claxson cit cdim mom thi chiing chang
tai nao mo ra toi dwgc. Va néu ching khong mo dwgce ra toi thi co cling
khong sao hét.”

“Khong phai la khong sao dau,” mu noi. “Toi dang gap rac roi & day.
Y tbi 1a néu FBI ép Claxson thii nhan cac thwong vu vii khi trai phép, c6
kha nang ching cling c6 thé ép lao thira nhan gay ra cac vu 4n mang, con
tuy thudoc khau stng dy dan ching di xa t6i dau. Néu chung lan dugc t6i
Boko Haram, thi hdy cau nguyén Chuda thwong chiing ta. Dac biét néu
ching c6 thé khién mot so tay chan cta ldao lam chitng chong lai lo.
Claxson c6 thé tuyét vong cau vién giai phap nao dé. Rat c6 thé la anh va
toi. Thue ra s€ la toi. Toi la ca 16n.”

Hai bén nhin nhau tritng tritng, Parrish n6i, “Thé nén...?”.

“Cac nguon tin cta anh cé thé khién anh tré thanh chat déc. Trudc khi
chuyén d6 xay ra, anh phai tim hiéu bang dwgc chuyén dang xdy ra vai
Claxson. Cu thé 1a bon lién bang da thu dwoc gi tir 1do, 1do cé phai ngoi tu
khong - tat ca nhitng chuyén do.”

Parrish dap, “T6i goi cho vai ngwoi roi. Toi kha than véi trg 1y riéng
cta Claxson ma. Chiéu nay t0i sé gap ba ta & dau do6 va tim hiéu xem ba ta
biét nhitng gi. Thong thwong ba ta biét hét moi thit dién ra trong cong ty
do”.

“Can than,” Grant n6i. “Ba ta cling la mot nguon tin béo b vi ca FBI
nita day. Anh c6 thé noi chuyén véi ba ta nhung phdi xem ba ta c6 deo may
nghe 1én khong... c6 thé ba ta bi theo doi day.”

“To6i xtt ly dwgc ma,” Parrish noi.

Thém muoi gidy im lang nita, r6i Grant hoi, “Néu budc phai kht
Claxson, anh lam dugc khong?”.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Toi rat sg co sé héi cau do,” Parrish dap. “T6i sé nghién cttu xem sao.
Toi ting ghé qua nha 1o - & tdn McLean - khéi 1an r6i. Phia sau nha lao cé
mdy canh rirng, 1do thich nwdng thit trén hang hién sau nha. Lao thich ngo6i
ngoai d6 uéng rugu. Néu diéu t6i té nhat xdy ra...”

“Anh lo vu nay dugc khong?”

“Ban tia khong thanh van dé, c6 thé tron mat tam ma khong ai tim
duogc. Nhu toi da ndi, phai nghién ctru xem da.”

“Tot hon nén nghién cttu cho ky di,” Grant néi. “bung lam gi ma
khong bao trude cho toi. Nhung ct nghién ctru di.”

PARRISH VE ROI, Grant suy ngadm lai moi viéc va nhan ra ring néu phai
ha Claxson, thi cling sé phai ha not Parrish. Parrish hgp tac v6i Claxson
trong vai thuwong vu mua sam va giao nhan cadc mén vii khi quan trong.
Giong Claxson, Parrish sé mong ai d6 cttu mang minh, va ga chi c6 mot lva
chon duy nhat kha di cttu ga thoat khoi nguc tu. Thuwgng nghi si Taryn
Grant.

Mu di bé quay vé van phong chinh qua d6i Capitol, van khong ngirng
suy ngdm. O Washington mu c6 hai mwoi nhan vién, thém hai muwoi ngudi
nita & Minnesota, mot trong sO0 nay sé tom tat cho mu két qua hang loat
cudc trirng cau dan y sudt hai tuan qua vé cac van dé ¢ viung nong thén. Mu
muon c6 thoi gian suy nghi, nhung khong mudn ngat quang lich lam viéc,
cling nhu khéng muon té ra minh dang bi m@ rac réi nay lam phién.

Mu tham gia phién hop: lién tuc la nhitng con s6, ching cho thdy mu
van gianh duwgc da s6 phiéu tai Minnesota bat chap no lwc doi dau cuta
Smalls. Khi cudc hop di dén phan chat van va trd 10i, trg ly ciia mu buéc
vao phong, cti nguwdi xuéng canh mu va thi tham, “Jack can gap sé€p mot
phut thoi. Ga dang & trong van phong”.

“Nghi chit di,” mu néi véi dam kiém phiéu. “Nam pht th6i.”
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Tai van phong Grant, Parrish trao cho mu mot to gidy xé ra tir so tay,
trén dé ga viét, “Claxson bi tam gilt qua dém, nhwng mai sé yéu cau duoc
tai ngoai, 1do mong chd diéu do”.

Mu gat dau, viét thw trd 10i: “Ching ta can gap nhau tryc tiép dé giai
quyét chuyén nay. Khéng gap ¢ SCIF, t6i khong muoén lao bén mang dén
gan nha minh. Hay tim cho nao d6 canh sat khong nghe lén dwoc.” Ga doc
xong, mu thu lai ca hai td gidy cho chay qua may huy tai liéu.
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26

Cac dién thoai cua Claxson chi mang lai chit tin tic.

Vé co ban, iPhone sé lvu mot danh sach dai cac so lién lac, nhung
khong bao gio lvu lai cac s6 mdéi goi gan day - r6 rang lich st da bi x6a
sach sau tirng cudc goi, chi dé lai danh ba. Chase da chi ro &ng dung mot
nit nhan lam dwoc diéu ay.

“Rat nhiéu chinh tri gia st dung no,” ba ta cho biét.

bién thoai khong mang tén Claxson; ma dugc dang ky vai cai tén
Gerald D. Wilson.

Dién thoai thit hai la loai dung mot lan khong rd cta hang nao, khong
cai wng dung d6. Mot ngay sau khi Claxson thtta nhan cé bay dén Omaha,
130 da goi hai cudc, vao cung mot s6 T-Mobile an danh dung mot lan.

V@i cac so dién thoai trong tay, Chase huy dong nhitng chuyén gia
dién thoai FBI. Ntra tiéng sau khi ho m& duwgc cac dién thoai nay, ba ta cho
Lucas biét mot trong cac cudc goi dén tir Clear Lake, Iowa, hai cudc khac
dén va di tr St. Paul va cudc cudi cung dén mdot ngon thap & phia tdy Des
Moines.

“Pé la lic ching nham vao Weather va Last,” Lucas néi. “Clear Lake
nam trén ranh giéi Iowa, ngay doi dién xa 10 tiéu bang 1-35, trén tuyén
dwong nhanh nhat dén thanh pho DBéi tr Omaha. Cudc goi cudi cung la trén
xa 10 tiéu bang 1-80, trén duwong quay vé Omaha. Chi tiét nay rang budc
trie tiép lao ta vGi vu an mang.”

“Nhung dang tiéc 1a khong chitng minh dwgc,” Chase noi.
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“Oakes chuan bi bén hop an trwva cho chuyén bay,” Bob néi. “Cho
Claxson, Ritter, McCoy va Moore.”

“Trtt phi mdt trong s6 chiing 1a ctia Suzie hodc Carol Ruiz,” Lucas noi.
Anh quay sang Chase. “Ching ta can phai héi McCoy xem Suzie, hodc
Carol Ruiz la ai. Va c6 phai do la cung mot nguoi hay khong.”

“Chung t6i van chwa thoa thudn dugc, nhung han sé chiu giao nop
thong tin d6 - ban danh sach nhan vién hoan chinh.”

“Co thé co ta khong phai la nhan vién,” Rae noi.

“Chung toi sé hoi,” Chase dap. “T0oi s€ goi dien.”

“Peé t6i vao néi chuyén vdi han,” Lucas néi.

MCCOY PUQC DAN DPEN phong thdm van trong toa nha Hoover tif noi
giam gilt Arlington, cd Chase lan Bunch, luat st cia McCoy déu mot murc
doi hoi diéu nay. HO tong han la hai vién canh sat tw phap. Mot trong s6 ho
nhan ra Rae tir chwong trinh huan luyén, ben héi, “Cac cau dang diéu tra
ddy a? Thé nao r6i?”.

Gat dau vdi Lucas, c6 ay dap, “Giat day chinh tri. Tha h6a lam, nhung
chung t0i bay hang thwong gia ma”.

“Chac c6 dua toi dung khéng?”

BUNCH VA MCCOY dugc phép néi chuyén riéng trong vai phiit, sau d6
Lucas, Chase va cong t0 vién ctia BO Tw phap la Steve Lapham buwdc vao,
di cung hai vién canh sat tw phap khac. Lapham noi v6i Bunch, “Chung toi
c6 mot s6 cau hoi danh cho ca 6ng lan anh McCoy lién quan dén viéc ditng
ra lam ching. Nhung truée do, Canh sat Tw phap Davenport c6 cau hoi
danh cho anh McCoy, ma theo nhw chiing t6i biét, anh sé khéng phai chiu
bat ky trach nhiém phép 1y nao”.
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Bunch dap, “Héi di. Chung t6i sé quyét dinh cau ay c6 nén tra 1oi hay
khong”.

Lucas hoi, “Cau cé biét, hodc cé gap nguoi phu nit nao tén la Suzie
hodc Carol Ruiz khong?”. Anh miéu ta c6 ta. McCoy déap, “To6i tirng thay
mot phu nit ma George goi la Carol trong giong nhu thé, nhung t6i khong
nghi dé6 la tén that cia co6 ta. C6 nguwdi noéi cho t6i rang co ta la NOC, mot
c0 a khoac vo boc khong chinh thitrc lam viéc cho CIA hodc nguwdoi nao do,
nhung t6i khong biét la ai.”

Bob héi, “Anh cé biét c6 ta cé thé sam dugc khau tiéu lién giam thanh
¢ dau khong?”.

McCoy lac dau. “T6i khong biét, dé y tim kiém thi c6 thé biét dugc
nhung t6i khong chac. Toi thich choi loai co ban hon, nhw loai M16 dy.”

Rae hoi, “Co a nay co6 thvong hay di choi vai Jim Ritter khong?”.

McCoy suy nghi mot phut roi dap, “Coé. Toi nghi ho la... cac anh goi la
gi dy nhi? - cdp doi a? Tw 1au roi ay. Jim noéi rang c6 ta la ngwoi han cé thé
tin twéng. To6i tirng gap ho mot lan tai quan nwéng Last Minute, canh san
bay. T6i khong qudy ray cap doi. Toi twéng Jim sap phai bay, ho dang néi
10i tr biét, nhung t6i da nham. Co6 ta mé6i chinh la ngwdi 1én may bay... va
ca hai trong c6 vé lo lang, diéu do6 duwgc thé hién qua cach ho nam tay
nhau”.

Lucas noi, “Hurm”.

“T6i sé ké cho cac ngwoi nghe thém mot chuyén nita,” McCoy bat
dau, nhung Bunch dat tay lén canh tay han va héi, “Cau cé chac chan
khong?”.

“Khong thanh van dé dau,” McCoy dap. “Nhd tich thém diém cai tao
tot thi sao. Toi néi dwgc mot chit tiéng A Rap. Cb ta néi tiéng A Rap rat
chuan. Cé lan & Heracles, t6i bat gap co ta dang n6i chuyén véi mot thang
cha Syria nhu thé hai ngwdi 1a ban cii, va néi that nhé, t6i con tuwéng co a
cling la nguwoi Syria ludn co.”
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Lucas khong con gi dé héi nita, nhung van néi véi McCoy, “Chting t6i
da theo doi chiéc dién thoai ma Claxson dung dé goi cho cac cau trén
dwong vao thanh pho D6i, ddm xe vao vo toi va giét chét Last. Néu t6i la
cau, toi sé ky bat ky cai gi ngai Lapham day dwa cho, b&i vi néu khéng, sau
khi cac dac vu xong viéc vGi cau, cai an ba muoi nam tai nha tu Stillwater
dang cho cau day”.

McCoy ném sang anh cai nhin rau ri, daim dam chan ro6i néi, “Khong
phai anh dén tir Phong Thwong mai day chir?”.

SAP TOI GIO AN TOI, Lucas, Bob va Rae quay vé khach san, dong y ra
ngoai lam viéc mot lic réi cung vé dung bita. Quay vé phong minh, Lucas
goi vao s6 ma Tom Ritter da cho anh.

“Cénh sat Tuv phap Davenport... Toi chi c6 mot phat thoi. Chung t6i
dang hoan tat gidy to chon cat Jim tai Arlington. Gidy to nhiéu khé qua.
Lau kinh 1én dugc.”

“T6i muon hoi vé ban gai cia Jim... Suzie. Gio tdi dwgc biét rang co ta
cling c6 thé dung tén Carol Ruiz, c6 thé lam viéc cho CIA hodc co quan
khac nao do va néi soi tiéng A Rap. Nghe con gidng cd ta nita khong?”

“Co thé,” mot luc sau Ritter dap. “T6i chi gap c6 ta ding mot lan.
Chung t6i di du tiéc, toan bo cac quan nhan, cyu quan nhan tirng lam viéc
tai Trung Pong. Jim mai toi dén dy. T6i khong nghe thay Suzie néi tiéng A
Rap, nhung c6 mot ldc khi hai anh chang dang néi tiéng A Rap thi ¢6 ta
bong nhin ho, nén t6i c6 an twgng rang co ta hiéu ho dang néi vé cai gi.”

“Cau biét cho nao tim duwgc c6 ta khong?” Lucas héi. “T6i can noi
chuyén v6i co ta.”

“Toi khong biét,” Ritter dap. “Toi c6 thé di hdi cho anh.”

“Cam on nhé. C6 ta trng dén Heracles, thé nén nhiéu nguoi & dé biét
co ta.”
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“Pugc roi, toi sé hoi cho. T6i c6 nén cho co ta so dién thoai ctia anh
khong?”

“Co. Hong sung tiéu lién do tirng chia vao t0i, nén c6 18 co ta sé khong
muon gap t6i tai quan McDonald dau.”

“Sao anh lai mu6n noi chuyén véi co ta vay?”

“T6i muon tim hiéu xem c6 phai c6 ta dugc thué giét toi khong, hay co
ta lam thé vi nghe Claxson n6i nham chuyén toi tra tdn réi ban chét Jim,
rang co ta co y giét toi dé tra thu cho Jim khong.”

“T6i cling mudn tim cau trd 16i cho cau hédi dé,” Ritter noi. “Toi sé goi
dién hoi tham cho anh ngay day.”

SAU BUA TOI Bob can néi chuyén véi vai ngudi trén Internet, nén Lucas
lay xe ché Rae dén hiéu sach Bames & Noble ho da thay khi 1ai xe khap
Arlington.

“T6i phat 6n may cai Net Net r6i day,” Lucas néi, khi ho bang qua
song. “Co khong thé tach biét thong tin ra khoi nhitng thit nhdm nhi nita
roi. Nhitng 101 oadn than lién tuc khién t6i dién mat... T6i ting ké cho c6
nghe chuyén to6i gidm sat qua trinh xay dung nha ctia vg chong toi chwa?”

“Chwa hé,” Rae dap.

“A t6i lam roi ddy, thd vi 1dm,” Lucas néi. “Déi khi t6i wdc minh 1a
kién tric sw. Toi tirng lang thang trén 'Net' tim huwéng dan, trén mot trang
web chuyén vé xay dung. Thi thoang t6i van dang nhap vao dé6. Lan cudi
cung vao trang do, t6i thdy ngon lita chién tranh chinh tri dang bung chay.
Trén mot trang web vé xay dung. Y tdi 13, thé quai nao?”

“T6i tirng pham mot sai lam. Khi td6i nhan xét mot bai viét trén trang
web cua to Wall Street Journal, dé cap dén chuyén t6i 1a ngwdi da mau,”
Rae noi. “Va bat dau nhan dugc may céi thit 'nhdm nhi' d6. Chang tranh
dugc.”
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Hiéu sadch nam trong mot trung tdm mua sam ngoai troi theo phong
cach California. Sau khi d6 xe, ho mua hai c6c ca phé Starbucks réi chia
nhau di tim sach. Vi dang & Washington, nén Lucas tim kiém sach vé chinh
tri va chon cuén Dark Money ctia Jane Mayer. Anh di tiép dén quay bao
chi, trong khi cho Rae chon sach xong. Ho quay vé Watergate ltic chin gio.
Poc xong cudn Hiaasen, Lucas gat n6 sang mot bén, vira bat dau doc cuén
Mayer thi anh nhan dwgc cudc goi tir mot so la.

Mot giong nit cao: “Wendy day”.

“Wendy nao co?”

“Suzie... Carol. Anh mudn gi?”

“To6i khong ban chét Jim Ritter,” Lucas dap.

“Thé thi la ké nao?” Cau hoi rat giong mot 10i thi nhan rang co ta
chinh la tay sting & khach san ma anh c6 thé dang mu6n tim, Lucas nghf.
CoO ta ndi tiép, “Khdi can mat cong goi ky thuat vién lam gi - to6i dang noi
chuyén véi anh bang dién thoai dung mét lan. To6i sé quang n6 vao thung
rac ngay sau khi lay pin ra”.

“T6i hiéu la c6 qua sanh s6i may chuyén nay,” Lucas noi.

Co ta khong tra 16i. Thay vao do6, co ta héi lai, “Ké nao da ban Jim?
N6i cu thé di?”.

“Toi c6 mot vai nghi pham,” anh dap. “Ma nhan tién, t6i lam gi c6 ky
thudt vién nao dé lan theo dién thoai cua co.”

“T6i quén mat, anh la canh sat tv phap, khong ranh cong nghé. Ma néu
anh nghi Jim bi Moore hay McCoy ban chét thi anh nham day.”

“Co chac chi?”

“Chac chan. Hay nén no6i thé nay, ho da mao hiém ca mang s6ng cta
minh dé gitp Jim song sét va anh ay cling lam diéu twong ty doi vaGi ho.
Thé nén ho sé khong ban chét anh &y mot cach tan nhan nhw vay dau.”

“Tom cling néi vdi toi y nhu thé,” Lucas n6i. “Tom cé ké cho c6 nghe
Claxson da xui déu anh ay vé chuyén dim nwéc khong?”

https://thuviensach.vn



“C6. Claxson ciling néi doi ca t6i. Néu do that sy la 16i n6i doi,” c6 ta
dap.

“Pung thé ddy.”

“Anh nghi hung thu la han a?”

“Khong. Chung toi khong nghi chinh Claxson da lam. Mac du theo t6i
Claxson c6 thé dan dung chuyén do6.”

“Vay thi chi con Parrish.”

“T6i khong chac. Co cé quen biét Parrish khong?”

“Co. Néu ga lam thé thi d6 la vi ga dugc 1énh phdi lam thé. Parrish la
mot tén nghé si chét dam, mot ké chuyén di 'Chita Chay'. Ga c6 kha nang
lam diéu dé chi can anh ép ga that gat, nhung ga sé khong thich thé. Ga sé
khong mudn. Khong phai vi ga phai giét ai d6, ma vi ga c6 thé bi bat. Hoac
c6 thé lam hong moi chuyén va khién chinh minh bi giét.”

“Puogc roi.”

“Vay chi con Thugng nghi si Taryn Grant.” Lucas khong néi gi trong
khoang sau hodc tam giay sau d6. Wendy no6i, “Anh la canh sat Tv phap
My, anh sé khong mudn noi thé”.

“Chuyén nay phitc tap lam,” Lucas noéi. “Cé c6 tim hiéu vé mu ta
khong?”

“Co, ca anh nita. Anh nghi rang mu ta cé dinh liu dén vai vu 4n mang
tai Minneapolis, nhung anh khong thé budc t6i dwoc mu ta. Thuwgng nghi si
Smalls cho rang mu ta c6 y &m sat minh. Anh nghi Jim la mét trong nhitng
ké tham gia cai tro liéu mang ngu ngoc do.”

“Chac chan Jim cé dinh liu,” Lucas n6i. “Anh ta la ké tham gia hanh
dong, nhung anh ta khong lam mot minh. Ma nhan 1énh tir mot ké khac, va
vi anh ta lam viéc cho Claxson... Tuy nhién Claxson sé dwgc 1gi gi khi giét
Smalls? T6i khong thé hiéu dugc. Ching ta phai tim ra ké nao can loai bd
Smalls.”

“Anh bao thé nhung anh sé khéng néi tén mu ta,” Wendy néi.
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“Nhu t6i da néi, chuyén phic tap lam. Thyc sy t6i khong biét minh
dang noi chuyén vai ai.”

“Pé t6i cho anh mot gia thuyét nhé,” Wendy dap. “Anh c6 nghi mot ké
giong nhu Grant, véi tinh cach dé, cé thé 1a ké hanh dong khong?”

“T6i khong muon lién quan dén cac gia thuyét,” Lucas dap. “T6i thira
biét rat nhiéu ngudi cé thé can tré tham vong ctia mu ta da chét.”

“Hirm. Vay la anh nghi mu ta cé thé lam vay. Pugc r6i. Tt nhitng gi
toi doc dugc veé tinh hinh & Minneapolis, r0 rang anh cho rang mu ta la ké
ra lénh thye hién nhitng vu giét nguwdi nay.” Mot lan nita, Lucas khéng dap,
coO ta bén hoi, “Anh sé bat mu ta chi?”.

“T6i dang bat dau hoai nghi diéu do,” Lucas thira nhan. “Pé lam duwgc
thé chung to6i phdi cé6 duwgc bang chitng vitng chac, con mu ta cé ca dong
tién dé thué luat sw. Hy vong duy nhat cta ching t6i do 1a ép dugc Claxson
hodc Parrish chiu n6i chuyén. Nhung néu thé sé chang khac gi ching tu
thira nhan da gay ra hang loat vu an mang.”

“Vay la anh sé khong tom c6 mu ta chi gi.”

“T6i sé thanh that lu6n nhé. T6i khong chac minh sé tom dwgc bat ky
tén nao trong sé chung. Khong phai vi an mang. Khong phai vi giét Jim,
hodc cac t6i danh khac. Chung t6i c6 bang chitng vitng chac rang Jim cé
dinh liu dén vu an ctia Thugng nghi si Smalls, Nhung gio Jim chét r6i.
Chung t6i khong biét dich xac ké di cung anh ta la ai, cho du chiing t6i c6
vai bang chitng rang Claxson chi dao vu giét nguwdi tai St. Paul va vu tan
cong nham vao vog t6i. McCoy va Moore c6 thé cé dinh liu nhung chiing t6i
khong c6 bang chitng chong lai chiing, va chiing sé khong thita nhan... Hon
nita ching t6i khong thé tim duwgc Moore. Cé thé han cling da chét. Nhung
chung t6i van dang c6 gang. Chung t6i sé biét két qua trong vong mot
tuan.”

“Pugc r6i,” 6 ta n6i. “Anh con mudn héi gi nita khong?”

Lucas ngan ngtt, “Co da xem bién ban kham nghiém thyc sy xac Jim
chuwa?”.
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“Chwa. Tom c6 ké cho t6i nghe vé né. Anh dy bi ban hai phat.”

“Nghe nay, Wendy... T6i muon c6 biét day khong phai la vu xa sung.
Ma la vu giét nguwdi mau lanh bdi mot ké ma Jim twdng la ban. Két qua
phan tich hién tredng vu an cho thay rang khi bi ban, anh ta dang cam mot
hop stta trén tay. Stta day day trén mat va do anh ta, nhw thé vién dan bay
xuyén qua hop sita. Tham chi anh ta con khong c6 co hdi ném hop siva di,
hodc danh roi né. Tiép theo ching cat cac ngon tay anh ta...”

“Cai gi!”

“R0 rang ching dang c6 gang khién canh sat kh6 nhan dién anh ta. Ho
chi thyc s nhan ra anh ta nho hinh xam cta doi dac nhiém. Tiép theo c6
biét roi, chiing ném anh ta xuéng ho rac...”

Wendy suy sup, Lucas c6 thé nghe thay ti€éng co ta nitc nd. “T6i xin
16i. T6i twdng c6 da biét nhitng chuyén nay roi.”

CoO ta nitc né thém vai gidy nita réi ndi, “Tom noéi rang anh ay bi ban
nhung khong néi thém gi hét, chi noéi rang anh ay bi ban thoi...”.

“T6i xin 16i,” Lucas nhac lai.

“Qi lay Chtia,” co ta n6i. “T6i phai di, toi phai...”

“Ké ¢ khach san co phai c6 khong?”

“Khach san... khach san... t6i khong hiéu anh dang néi gi,” Wendy
dap, roi ciip may.

Nhat dinh c6 ta la ké & khach san, Lucas nghi. N6i chung, day dang la
mot cudc tro chuyén quy gia, cho du anh phai mat mot lic méi chac chan
duwgc diéu ay.
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Lucas 1a mot con ci dém. Bob va Rae day sém, va vi ho biét Lucas
thich ngu tai noi lam viéc, nén ho di tap thé duc budi sang. Nho thé cong
viéc trong ngay dwoc diéu phdi hoan hdo, khi Lucas thitc day thi Bob véi
Rae cling vira vé tir phong tap thé hinh, nira gio sau ca ba cung di an sang.

Chase goi khi ho dang xem thwc don, cho du ho chang bao gio goi gi
ngoai banh kép hodc banh qué.

Ba ta cho biét Claxson sé dugc tai ngoai sang nay, c6 kha nang la
tredc budi triva. “Tién bao lanh la bon triéu, toan bo tién mat, cong thém
can nha cda lao. Luat s cta lao bao 6ng ta c6 thé xuat tién mat tir mét quy
dau tw; ho khong ban cai gi vé chuyén ngoi nha. C6 mot s6 han ché: Lao
khong duwogc phép quay lai van phong hodc nha cia minh, cho dén khi
chiing t6i luc soat xong xudi, hién qué trinh d6 van dang tiép tuc; ldo phai
trao cho ching t6i toan bo két sat trong nha truedc khi tau tan; va phai deo
thiét bi gidm sat & c6 chan.”

“Néu lao quyét dinh bo tron thi sé cat bo thiét bi giam sat, ching ta sé
khong bao gio gap lai lao nita,” Lucas nai.

“Ciling la m6t kha nang,” Chase dap. “Nhuwng ching t6i san sang chap
nhan mao hiém vi ching t6i biét cdc ngudn tin cta ldo & dau, va lao cé thé
chay t6i dau, ching t6i ciing da bao vdi lao thé va nghi rang lao tin chiing
t0i. Ngoai ra ching t6i cting phan tich xong khoan thu nhap cua lao ro6i,
nghi ngo 1do cé thé dang cat gidu tai san & nwdc ngoai. Tuy vay phai bo ra
bon triéu cong thém can nha, trom trém cling mot nira hodc gap doi cho ay,
han lao x6t dit ruot. Ching t6i nghi ldo sé mién cwdng chiu mat tat ca so
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dé... it nhat bay gid thi chwa. Con vong giam sat & c6 chan c6 thiét bi GPS
gan trong, nghia la ching ta c6 thé lan theo dau lao, tirng bwdc mat, bat ké
1do c6 di dau. Chung t6i chwa n6i diéu nay cho lao biét...”

“Chac chan la lao biét.”

“Co thé, nhung day la vong theo doi dac biét cia FBI, n6 trong cé vé
cti ky, nhung that ra khong phai. Chiing toi rat hitng thi mudn biét 1o sé di
dau va noéi chuyén vai ai. Ching t6i cat mot doi gan do giam sat lao. Khong
bam sat qua nhuwng van du gan dé theo doi ma khong bi phat hién, dén noi
ngay cd lao c6 viit bé vong giam sat, ho van lan theo lao dwgc.”

“Lao than la diép vién ddy. Lao sé phat hién doi giam sat,” Lucas noi.

“Tuy nhién véi thiét bi giam sat GPS, ching t6i khong phai theo sat
ldo. Tham chi ching t6i khong phai nhin thdy ldo. Néu vay thi lao ciling
khong thé thdy ching t6i,” Chase néi. “Va lai lao sé khong thé ngd rang
ching t6i ton bao tai nguyén nhu thé vi lao, nguyén nhém luén.”

Lucas noi, “Htrm, t6i doan r6i ching ta sé biét”.

“Cuc Canh sat Tv phap c6 hanh dong gi khong?”

“Khong biét dwoc,” Lucas dap. “T6i mudn néi chuyén véi McCoy lan
nita, tim hiéu thém vé nguwdi phu nit n6é sing ¢ khach san. T6i mudn biét r6
hon vé c6 ta.”

“Néu tim thém dugc gi cho ching t6i biét nhé,” Chase néi.

“Va néu Claxson c6 di dau lam on ciing cho t6i biét v6i nhé.”

“Thuong thi téi sé khong lam thé véi co quan khac dau,” Chase ndi,
“nhung nhom cta anh thi t6i sé pha 1€. T6i sé két ndi anh vGi nhém theo
doi ctia ching toi - trudng nhém ban ngay la Andrew Moy. To6i sé cho anh
sO cta cau ay. Moy hét ca lic muwoi mot gio, hién t6i van chwa biét trwdng
nhom gac ca dém la ai, nhung t6i ciing sé bao cho anh biét”.

“Cam on nhiéu. Mdy dong su cta toi c6 rat nhiéu kinh nghiém trong
viéc giam sat va theo doi - vé co ban, do6 la cong viéc cua ho. Néu chang
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con viéc gi khac dé 1am, c6 thé ching toi sé hop tac véi nhém cua ba. it
nhat cho dén khi ching t6i gidi quyét xong Claxson.”

KHI LUCAS tat may, Bob héi, “Ching ta sé lam gi day?”.

“Phan 16n la doi thoi,” Lucas dap.

Anh ké ho nghe nhitng gi Chase da ndi, Rae dap, “Gia ma biét c6 thé
phai thitc dém theo doi, tdi qua t6i da mua thém may to bao nita r6i”.

“Chung ta van lam thé dwgc ma,” Lucas néi. “Ching ta c6 thé tat qua
ctta hang, ghé qua cho Claxson khi ho md& két roi dén néi chuyén véi
McCoy.”

“FBI chac khong thu dugc nhiéu thong tin dau,” Rae néi. “Claxson sé

khong chiu khai ra chu6i ma s6 ma két, néu bén trong két c6 thir da khién
130 bi treo c6.”

“T6i biét, nhung bon minh con biét lam gi nita day?”

“Co & dén lac vé nha r6i,” Bob dap.

“C6 thé,” Lucas noi.

HOQ DANG TAN CHUYEN thi Porter Smalls goi vao dién thoai diing mét
lan cia Lucas. “Chi 1a bao truedc théi,” Smalls néi v6i Lucas. “Hom nay t6i
sé qua Washington. T6i nay c6 mot sy kién toi phdi tham dv, gdap nhitng ké
tai to mat 16n.”

“Ngai nghi ¢ d6 an toan chi?”

“0, chic thé. Khi bita tiéc két thiic, toi sé ra san bay lén chiéc Netjet
bay dén Los Angeles. Vao ltic ké nao d6 phat hién ra, t6i da khong con &
L.A. nita. Cé may canh sat di cung lam vé si cho t6i. Két thic thoi gian
Quoc hoi ngtrng hop t6i sé phai trd lai lam viéc, thé nén nhanh chong tom
c6 Taryn di nhé.”
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“Chung t6i dang c6,” Lucas n6i. “Nhung moi tht ngay cang phic

»

tap.

“Phtrc tap ra sao? Thi gi do sé lam toi bi thuwong a?”

“Véi ngai thi khong, thva ngai. Dém nay ngai c6 thé 1én vao can ho
cta Kitten dugc khong? Toi sé c6 gang tém tat cho ngai nghe moi chuyén.”

“Co, nhung phdi sém day. Sau gio nhé.”

“Hen gap ngai luc do,” Lucas noi.

Khi tat mdy, anh néi v6i Bob va Rae, “Ching ta c6 mot dong viéc vat
phdi lam day. Trwdc hét hay tong hgp lai hét cac suy doan ctia ching ta,
nhitng viéc ching ta c6 thé lam tiép va néi dén chuyén tr¢ vé nha”.

“Chan thé,” Rae n6i. “T6i thich m&t doan két rd rang hon co.”

HOQ CHAY CAC VIEC VAT suét ca ngay. Ho tim hiéu dugc Claxson c6
viét di chic dé lai toan bo tai sdn cho Bao tang B0 binh Qudc gia tai Fort
Benning, ro rang khong con bat ky nguwoi thira ké nao khac du xing dang
huwéng tién cua lao; rang lao da mua bao hiém tan tat nhwng khong mua bao
hiém nhan tho. Lao c6 mot album nhé cac bitc anh khoéa than ctia chinh lao
v6éi mot ta phu nit, album van con thtta ch6 cho nhiéu anh nita. C6 nhitng
bitc anh duwgce chup véi may nhéom nam gidi mac quan phuc; c6 nhitng tdm
chup ngoai ban cong khach san. Va c6 hai ho chiéu My déu mang tén lao.

“Co6 hai ho chiéu chang c6 gi sai trai cd,” mot trong cac dac vu FBI
néi. “Ngdy xwa phai dén mdy nwéc A Rap, ti sé khong dwoc nhap canh
néu cé con dau visa cta Israel trén ho chiéu, vi t6i thwong xuyén dén Israel,
nén phai c6 hai ho chiéu. Rat nhiéu nguwoi lam thé.”

Theo lich, FBI c6 budi thim van McCoy nén ho lai xe dén toa nha
Hoover dé tham gia. Su6t ca budi sdng, mot ddm may u &m xam xi treo 1o
Itrng, r6i con mwa phun nhe bat dau dé xuéng. Tat cd nhitng gi m&i mé ho
biét dwoc tr McCoy do6 1a han da di rat nhiéu noi, thwong mang hang dong
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sting dan dén cho cac qudc gia nho bé, lac hau. Luat sw cia han khong cho
phép han khai bat ky diéu gi ma Lucas thyc sy hitng tha.

Claxson dwgc tai ngoai ldc mot gio chiéu. FBI khong cho phép lao
quay vé nha cho dén khi ho kham xét xong xudi, thé nén lao danh dang ky
lIwu tru tai khach san Ritz-Carlton tai Pentagon City*. Lao cling khong duwgc
phép st dung xe cho dén khi ho xtr Iy xong, thé nén luat sw phai dwa lao
dén hang Hertz dé thué tam mot chiéc SUV.

Andrew Moy, chi huy nhém giam sat, lic bon gio chiéu dan Lucas
rang Claxson nhét minh trong phong ca ngay “c6 kha nang st dung dién
thoai dung mot 1an cuia luat su”, chi xuéng nha hang cta khach san hai lan.
Mot trong hai 1an nay Claxson an salad Cobb v&i tom, nho thé Lucas biét
FBI da dat may nghe 1én trong ti ao cua lao. Moy cam doan v@i Lucas
rang Claxson khong hé trong thdy ho. “Nhung t6i phdi thira nhan, c6 thé
ldo van cho rang chiing t6i & gan day.”

LUC SAU GIO, Lucas vugt qua con mua phiin dén gip Smalls tai can ho
cta Kitten Carter. Sau khi bat tay nhau va moi Lucas udng bia, Smalls néi
vdi anh, “Ké cho t6i nghe moi chuyén di, that chi tiét vao”.

Lucas bén ké hét. Ho n6i chuyén su6t mot tiéng, sau d6 Smalls 1ay ra
bd tuxedo ti* trong mot tui vai. “Ghét may cai hdi nghi ché chét nay qua.
Nhung ma khong tham du thi toi sé phéi doc tién tdi ra dé dugc bau lai.”

“Lay Chua, ngai sé khong muo6n lam thé dau,” Lucas ndi.

Chia tay Smalls, Lucas quay vé khach san, don Bob va Rae. Anh goi
cho Moy, dugc biét rang Claxson van dang & Ritz.

“Gio sao day?” Bob hoi.

“Toi di xem bong day,” Lucas noi.

“Khoéng phién néu tdi bdm cang chit?” Bob héi. “Y tdi 1a tri* phi anh
muon tran truéng ngd nwéng hay lam gi do.”

“Tuyét doi khong phién,” Lucas dap. “Con Rae thi sao?”
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“T6i mudn doc sach,” Rae dap. “Cé chuyén gi thi goi cho t6i. Toi
chan dén mitc chi can biét may thang tran 10t dia phwong dang & dau, t6i sé
dén ngay do tan bo.”

Rae doc sach, Lucas va Bob di xem tran bong & giai Nationals. Luc
chin gi®, Moy goi lai, “Claxson di chuyén ré6i. Rat nhanh day”.

MUOI PHUT SAU, Lucas, Bob va Rae da ngdi trong chiéc Evoque chay
hét toc lwe, ci hai phit Moy lai goi mot lan cap nhat thong tin cho ho. Ban
dau, anh ta nghi Claxson sé vé thang nha. “Td6i ty hdi khong biét c6 phai
130 nghi rang minh c6 thé vao nha khong. Noi nay da bi niém phong roi...
Chac lao khong ngu dén noi cit thé lao vao day chir?”

“Co thé 13o sé ném chai chay vao nha qua ctra s6,” Bob ggi y.

“Anh khong thye sy nghi rang...”

CLAXSON KHONG QUAY vé nha. Ldo di qua McLean, noi 140 séng, roi
tiép tuc di vé phia tdy dén thanh pho Great Falls, van thudc Virginia bén bo
song. “Mot nguoi trong nhom cua toi da lai vugt qua 1do,” Moy noi. “Co vé
lao di mot minh.”

“Lao han phai biét minh bi theo doi, ngay céa khi khong thay cac anh
dang bam theo,” Lucas n6i. “Lao khong thé dén bat ky dau ma lao khong
nén dén.”

“Ma nhan tién ching toi da thong bao cho diac vu Chase. Ba ta dang
trén dwong dén,” Moy noi.

“Nhuw thé c6 binh thuong khong?”

“Khong, nhung ¢ Cuc dang bat dau chu y dén chuyén nay. Ba ta mudn
kiém soat toan cuc, tinh ba ta thé ma.”

“Anh dang noi ba ta la ké thich treo cao a?”

“Khong. Ba ta rat... chin chu,” Moy than trong dap.
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“Hiéu ro6i,” Lucas noi.

Nam phat sau, Moy goi lai. “Lao dang roi khéi duong cao toc.” Nam
phtit sau nita, “Xe 1o tién vao ngoi nha doi dién duong Chesapeake Drive.
Chung t6i dang do dia chi.” Thém nam phut nita, “Ngoi nha thudc s& hitu
ctia Charles Douglas. Ong ta 1a luét su chinh ctia Heracles”.

“Pugc r6i,” Lucas ndi. “Khi that. Toi dang hy vong rang lao sé bd
tron.”

“NOI CHUYEN VOI LUAT SU céng ty sau chuyén xay ra v6i cong ty
cling la diéu dé hiéu ma,” Bob néi khi ho dén Great Falls. “Claxson chac
chan biét da qua mudn dé dit may nghe 1én & nha Douglas. Ping la mot
noi an toan dé néi chuyén.”

“T6i cye ky muon biét ching néi chuyén gi,” Lucas noi.

“Ta c6 thé 1én vao nha ghé tai qua ctra s0,” Rae noéi. “T6i tirng lam thé
vai lan r6i.”

“O khu nay thi khong 1am thé dugc dau,” Bob néi. “T6i titng tim hiéu
vé né trén dién thoai, day la mét trong nhitng khu ctia nguwdi giau. Lén qua
cac san sau c6 thé khién sitc khoe cua c6 bi de doa day.”

“Con mot van dé nita,” Lucas néi, “néu chung ta bi bat qua tang dang
nghe trom cugc noéi chuyén riéng tuw voi luat su caa lao thi chinh ching ta sé
phai di tu day”.

MOY DA LAP chét theo ddi cadch nha Douglas mot ddy phd, trén 16i xe
vao nha cua nha hang x6m, khong thé nhin thay tir ngoai duwdng nho co
hang cdy s6i che chan. Ho chiém dwgc vi tri thuan lgi nay twong doi dé
dang: Moy cho xe vao 16i vao nha, lién tuc nhan chuéng ctta cho dén khi
chui nha ra m@ ctta, anh ta trinh thé r6i hoi xem ho c6 thé do xe & day “vi
van dé an ninh qudc gia” khong.
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Hang x6m hoi han rat nhiéu nhwng khong nhan dugce cau tra 1oi, tuy
nhién van dong y cho nhém cta Moy chd trén 16i xe vao nha. Truwdc khi
Lucas, Bob va Rae dén noi, mot trong cac nhiém vu ctia Moy la mac do
nguy trang va deo kinh héng ngoai, nip sau hang cay, thiét 1ap chdt theo
doi doi dién nha Douglas bén kia dwong, véi mot chiéc dién dai va banh
sandwich salad ga. Ho khong thé dat may nghe 1én luat sw cia Claxson,
nhung viéc theo doi thi luat khong cam.

MUOTI LAM PHUT SAU, LUCAS, Bob va Rae méi dén. La ngudi My géc
A, Moy c6 trong am cta dan mién bién ving West Coast va guong mit
ciing céi. “Chang thdy gi hét,” anh ta n6i. “Ching t6i cat mot ngudi theo
do6i cach day ba mwoi mét, nhin thang vao nha.”

“Ta @ ngay day thi cach do xa khong?” Lucas hoi.

“Nhu t6i tra trén Google Earth thi 1a khodng sau muoi tw mét, néu anh
chay ra khoi 16i xe vao nha réi chay xudng pho,” Moy dap. “Tinh theo
dwong thang 1a nam muwoi tdm mét, nhung tat nhién & gitta c6 rat nhiéu cay
c6i. Va cho day rat t6i.”

Ho ngoi cho trong bon chiéc xe khac nhau. Mot ltc sau, chiéc xe th
nam tién vao, Moy bwéc vé phia d6, mot canh ctva bat m@, anh ta vao xe.
Vai phtt sau tat ca ctra xe cung md@, Jane Chase xudng xe tir mot bén ctra
roi buwdc dén cho Lucas ngoi trong chiéc Evoque. Ba ta mdc quan bo, do so
mi den dai tay va di giay chay bd, lan dau tién Lucas thay ba ta khng mac
vay cong sd. “Chang c6 gi xay ra hét,” ba ta noi.

“Toi biét,” Lucas dap, anh xuéng xe va dong nhe ctra lai. Bob va Rae
cung nhap bon vdi dam dong 16n xon, Chase cho ho xem hai bai viét bao
gom thong tin can ban vé Douglas. “Mot trong cac luat sw giau su 1én nho
thdo héa don cho cac vi dan biéu Midwestern,” ba ta néi. “Bédo sao bao tién
quoc phong cua chinh pha that thoat hét.”
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Moy chay bé dén cho ho. “Larry néi rang c6 mét chiéc xe dang di
xuong pho, di rat cham.”

Anh ta c6 mang theo dien dai Nhung dang nghe qua tai nghe. Anh ta
lang nghe thém vai gidy nita r6i n6i, “N6 ré 1én 16i xe vao nha... Bugc r6i,
hai nguwoi dang xudng xe... C6 vé nhu la mot dan 6ng va mot phu ni...”.

Lucas bong thay so hai. “Ngudi phu nit trong nhw thé nao?”

Moy lap lai cau héi r6i dap, “Khéng néi dugc, troi téi qua. Larry cling
khong dam chac do6 1a phu nit ma chi nghi vay. Co ta mac do di mwa mau
den c6 mi trum...”

“Lay Chua t6i,” Lucas noi.

Anh nhin Bob, cau ta néi, “Suzie a?”.

“Toi nghi vay.”

“Chung ta téi gan hon di,” anh ta n6i. Quay sang Chase, “t6i nghi dé
c6 thé la ngwoi phu nit da ban ching t6i tai khach san. To6i khong thich y
nghi rang c6 ta dén day cung Claxson vi...”.

“Larry néi ho vao trong nha r6i,” Moy noi.

Vai gidy sau - ba hodc bon gidy, khong hon, Lucas nghi - ho nghe thdy
mot trang nhitng tiéng thinh thich, giong nhu trong nha cé ngwoi bi nga cau
thang.

Lucas rit sing ra. Chase néi, “Gi thé?” Bob dap, “Co6 tiéng sting,” con
Rae m& ngay cop xe Evoque rit ra khau M4 cung bang dan ba mwoi vién.
CO cam bang dan vao stung roi chay theo Lucas cung Bob vé phia khoang
trong trén 16i xe vao nha.
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Taryn Grant ditng canh ctta s6 héng mat phia sau dinh thy
Georgetown ctia mu, ngam nhin lan mwa bui swgt qua tan 1a sdc s va
nhitng 16i di bo xay bang gach do cua khu viron ngén ngang cay c6i, noi
mu chua ti'ng nghi minh sé ngo6i. Ngay gitra thu do cta thé gigi véi mat do
xdy dung day dac, mu cdm thdy c6 doc; khong chi vi mu ¢ nha mot minh,
ma con vi sudt ca ngay, mu tham chi khong thé ngam nhin thanh phé. Mu
c6 thé thay vai 6 cita s6 trén mai chép nhon cia nha hang x6m, nhung chi
c6 thé. Hon nita, c6 thé mu phai t6i ving nong thon Minnesota.

Nhiét do dang ¢ mitc 21 d6 C, thdp dén n6i mu run rdy trong bau
khong khi se lanh, sau mot chuoi dai nhitng ngay néng am dén nhdo ca
ngwoi. Nhung con mua - mu thich mwa. Con mua giong nhw mot dau hiéu.

DPén ldc tung xtic xac roi, mu nghi. Moi thit sé dién ra trong dém nay.

Y twdng ndy... that kich thich. Theo huéng tinh duc. Mu hit mét hoi
sau, cam thay gitta hai hong minh néng ran, mu quay lwng lai ctra s6, buéc
qua can bép dén ctra tang ham, t&i SCIF, xudng cau thang, 1dy khau sing
ngan trén ban lam viéc.

D6 la khau Beretta 92F, tirng thudc vé mot nhan vién an ninh da giét
nguwoi vi mu va gio anh ta cling da chét. Anh ta nhat dwgc khau nay sau mot
tran dau sung tai Iraq, 1ay no tir trén thi thé mot si quan tinh bao da chét, ké
da pham sai 1am chét nguwdi 1a tho dau ra ti sau bic twong rat khong ding
lic. Nhu trong cac phim vé cdm, day la canh rat lanh lung.

Mu mang khau Beretta 1én gac, vao bép lay mot bat trén bang nhya va
mot chai nwdc rira bat, réi quay vao phong giat la. Tai ddy mu m@& tung
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bang dan ra, 16i muwoi lam vién dan dat 1én trén may sdy. Mu do nudc rira
bat vao bat nhura, bo hét ché dan vao bat. Mu co rita sach sé tirng vién mot
bang miéng rita chén bat cho dén khi 16p dong sang béng 1én nhw dong xu
vang mdi tinh, khong con virong bat ky ddu van tay nao. Xong xudi, mu dat
lai mwdi lam vién dan 1én mdy sdy, rira bat trong bon rita tién ich.

Budc tiép theo, mu 1dy chai thudc tay tir trong ti bép ra, do day dén
hai phan ba bat, bé hét cac vién dan vao d6. Mu ngam trong mdt phut roi
than trong 1ay tirng vién ra bang khan giay, lau kho roi xép ngay hang thang
16i, ndm trén may sdy. Bang dan cling dwgc ngdm theo cach twong ty trong
mot phiat. R6i mu 1dy bang dan ra, x& ly mdt lan nita bang khan giay, vay
vay nhe cho kho. Khéng con ADN nifa.

Khi mwdi lam vién dan va bang dan da kho cong, mu tiép tuc dung cac
khan gidy nhét cac vién dan vao lai trong bang, r6i gan lai vao stung. Cudi
cung mu cho khau sing vao mét tii rac mai.

Cac k¥ thuat nay khong hé duwoc day trong lywc Iwgng CIA hodc ty ban
Tinh bdo. T4t ca déu dugc dang tai trén Internet.

MU MANG KHAU SUNG NGAN quay lai phong ngt, noi mu nim trén
giwvong trong nam phut, tham vach ra chinh xac trinh tw cac sy kién, trong
khi thu hét can ddm nham di nham lai dén thudc long. Phat tirng néi gi nhi?
Dirg mdi dam chim trong quad khit, ditng qud mo mong vé tuong lai, hdy
tdp trung vao hién tai.

Khi khodnh khac nay hién ra r6 rang hon trong tam tri, mu chuan bi b
do dém vdi quan bo, 4o len chui dau vai cashmere den, do khoac di mwa c6
mi trum dau bang nylon den, giay chay bd va chiéc tii da khoac qua vai
bén trong dung sing. Cong cu gay an cia mu. Nguy trang phia trén sé la do
dung khi di du lich, do blouse thoi trang, do khoac, quan dai va giay danh
cho ngay hom sau.
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Mu di tam, trang diém, thoa chit nwéc hoa Phong Lan Pen cta hang
Tom Ford 1én hai dai tai, phia trong hai c6 tay va dang sau gay. Mu dién
chiéc vay mua hé mau ngoc luc bao kiéu sa quyén quy cta hang Versace,
khoe khéo cdp gio dai mién man nho duong xé tao bao. Luc bay gio mu da
yén vi trong chiéc taxi thang tién dén Park Hyatt, noi Hiép hoi Bénh vién
cong nwdc My dang td6 chiec bubi da hdi he thuong nién. Pay ciing 1a noi
mu da ddt tru6c mot phong qua dem.

Ping bay gid bon muwoi nham phit, mu c6 mét trong phong. Mu trang
diém lai lan nita, x0a tung mai téc, mang theo cai vi cam tay nam ngoc bén
trong la chiéc dién thoai dung mdét lan mau den gian di. Bing tam gio, mu
buéc vao phong vii hdi. Gan nhw ngwdi dau tién mu thay, ngay bén phai,
trong bo tuxedo mau den, chinh la Porter Smalls.

Khi trong thdy my, Smalls dé 16 ra ham rang trang bong - khong phai
mot nu cwdi, ma la nét nhan nho - ro6i quay mat di. Mu ngoat sang bén trai
bat dau chen qua dam dong.

PARRISH GOI ltc chin gio kém mudi phit. Liéc nhin dién thoai, Grant n6i
vOi tay bac si mu dang néi chuyén ctung, “Xin 16i - t6i phai nhan cudc goi
nay”.

“Ngai Tong thong a?”

“To6i khong nghi tong thong mudn chuyén phiém véi t6i,” Grant ndi,
pha lén cuoi. “Chung t6i c6 nhitng khac biét nho.”

Mu ra khoi phong khiéu vii, budc dén phia thang mdy réi noi, “Toi
nghe”.

“T6i sap t¢i. Muoi phut nita.”

“Con tén kia thi sao? Han dau?”

“Han & gan hon t6i. Han dinh t6i dé vao ding chin rudi.”

Trong muoi phut han dinh ay, mu ty thay doi ban than. Cot t6c 1én,
thay vao bo quan bo, 4o len chui dau, doi giay dé mém va ao khoac di mwa
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c6 mii trum. Mu x6 doi gang tay da mong manh, 16i ra khau Beretta tir
trong tui xach, nhét mot vién dan vao 6 dan, chac chan da khoa chét an
toan, roi lai bo sing vao tii, nam dwdi céi vi, bang stng troi 1én trén dé cé
thé dé rut ra khi can.

Mu bo lai chiéc dién thoai dung mot lan trén ban trang diém. Xong
xu0i mu kiém tra hanh lang, treo tdm bién “ Pirng Lam Phién” trén cira, di
thang may xudng tang bon roi tir day, mu di thang bd xudng dwéi pho. Khi
mu voi va lao qua tién sanh dang c6 vai ngwoi ditng dé, mu che kin dau
trong mii trum, c6 gang giau mat cang nhiéu cang tot.

Parrish dang doi. G& mé tung cira chiéc sedan Toyota, mu tréo vao xe,
ching bat dau di. “Pay khong phai xe ctia cau,” mu ndi.

“Xe thué ctia Hertz. T6i khong muon ké khac thdy xe ctia minh tai nha
Charlie.”

“Co thé bi truy dau...”

“Phai, néu toi thué xe dudi tén minh, nhung tdi khong lam thé. Khi toi
tra lai xe ngwoi khac sé thué nd, vao ldc ai ddy co6 thé lan theo dau vét con
xe, han da cé thém nam nguoi nita st dung cai xe day roi.”

“Chung ta co6 bi hoang twong khong?”

“Co khong bi hoang twéng khi ngudi ta mudn téom co6. Va chac chan
nguoi ta sé tom ca hai chung ta.”

CHUYEN PI PEN NHA CHARLIE DOUGLAS, luit sv ay nhiém ciia
Heracles, song tai thanh phd Great Falls té ngat vao gid cao diém, nhung
chi mat nita tiéng ké tr lic chin gid. Phan 16n quang dwong cd hai chi im
lang. Grant cam twdng nhuv c6 mot ban tay dang bop nghet trai tim mu.
Douglas soéng trong can nha c6 cot chéng mau trang trén dwong
Chesapeake Drive, phan trung tam & gitta cao hai tang, hai chai hai bén
thdp hon. Mot 14 cd MY dang treo thang ditng trén gia ¢ tang hai, phia trén
c6 ngon den chiéu sang suét dém. Ban than ngdi nha cling nam cao hon
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mat dwong trong khu ritng t6i rai rac tréng théng va cdy dang rung 1a -
nhitng cdy so6i, Grant nghi.

“George noi phdi di tim 14 cd,” Parrish noi, khi ngodt 1én 16i xe vao
nha.

“Co ai da ¢ day trudc bon ching ta chwa?” Grant n6i. “Toi khong
muon bat ky ai khac thay mat t6i.”

“Chang cé ai hét. T6i cling khong muon bat ky ai trong thdy minh.
Charlie géa vg; 6ng ta ndi rang quan gia cta 6ng ta roi di lic sau gio.”
Nhin chiéc SUV den do trén dudng xe vao nha, Parrish néi thém, “George
c6 nha. Ong ta bao tdi 1a da thué mot chiéc Land Rover, d6 ding 1a diéu
George sé lam”.

Ga dung xe, Grant néi, “Diéu t6i lo lang nhat chinh 1a bi téng tién.
Néu chung ghi am ching ta, néu c6 cac may quay...”.

Parrish lac dau. “Sé chang sao dau. Khong ai c6 du strc du theo cai tro
ghi am nay, bat ké kiéu gi, vao bat ky lic nao.”

Grant theo Parrish dén ctra tredc, canh cira bat mé khi ho buéc lén.
Douglas ditng dé, tién tay cam ly whisky. Ong ta trong gia hon, hoi g, mai
toc day bac trang vGi hang 16ng may ram, moi bén 16ng may rong va dai
gan bang ngén tay Gt cta Grant. “Xin mdi vao,” 6ng ta noi.

Ho buéc vao trong, Douglas dang tho dau ra ngoai, nhin xung quanh
nhw thé mong dogi chiéc xe chd day dac vu FBI do xich trwdc cira nha minh.
ROi 6ng ta quay vao trong nha, khoa ctra lai.

“Khi George dugc tha ti do, mot trong nhitng diéu kién dé la cdu ta
phai deo may giam sat & c6 chan,” Douglas néi. “Ho sé biét cu ta dang &
day, nhung tai sao cdu ta lai khong nén dén day? Chung toi thuc sy can
phai ban chuyén lam an.”

Grant: “Liéu ho c6 thé theo dbi dwgc ca cudc néi chuyén nay hay
khong?”

“Khong, thé 1a trai luat,” Douglas dap. “Lam thé ca sy nghiép cta ho
cling bi de doa.”
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Grant gat dau, Douglas dan ho vao phong khach, noi Claxson dang
ngoi trén chiéc ghé da, tay cam mot coc whisky nita. Grant doan rang mu sé
dwgc moi mot coc. Douglas hoéi, “Hai nguwdi uong gi khong? Téi c6 mot
chut sam panh, trw phi hai ngwoi thich mot ngum whisky Jack Daniel’s”.

Vay la mu da nham. Mu van ding sau lwng Parrish, cach Claxson ba
mét, véi Douglas ditng ngay bén phai, dang budc vé phia ta rugu.

Grant chang bu6n dap. Mu so tay lén khau sting ngan; cam thay nhw
c6 dong dién truyén qua, khi ban tay mu cham phai bé mat ca r6 trén bang
sung. Mu md& chot an toan khi ho tir ctra trwdc tién vao tién sanh. Khong
mot gidy chan chtt, mu rit sing ra ban thang vao lwng Parrish gitta hai
xuong ba vai.

Tiéng sung vang lén nhu tiéng danh vao dau, cho du mdy tam tham,
man ctra va do noi that mém da gidm di phan nao tiéng 6n. Parrish nga chui
vé phia trwdc. Claxson thét 1én diéu gi d6 mu khéng hiéu va c6 gang nhao
khoi chiéc ghé boc da, hoi lan sang bén trai, mat trgn ngwgc. Mu na hai
phat vao nguc va mang swon lao - hai lan bép co rat nhanh - tir khodng cach
mét rudi.

Pang cam coc whisky pha 1é trén tay, Douglas ném lu6n ly regu vao
dau mu. Grant nghiéng dau tranh, bi whisky ban tée vao ngudi. Douglas
budt miéng, “Lam on dirng,” mu chia khau sting ngan vé phia ong ta, na hai
phat vao nguc.

Parrish va Claxson dang hap hoi nhung chwa chét. Claxson c6 mang
theo khau sting ngan va dang c6 xoay x& dé rut né ra, nhung khau sting rét
khoi tay khi sitc lao dan can kiét, gio ddy né nam trén san bén canh lao.
Grant budc dén gan, ban thém hai phat nita vao dau lao, réi lui lai ban hai
phat vao dau Parrish, cudi cung budc dén cho Douglas, c6 vé nhu 6ng ta da
chét, nhung mu van tang 6ng ta mot phat dan vao tran.

Mu tirng nghe noi viéc nhiéu nguwdi bi thwong nguy kich nhung van
song so6t, nén mu danh thdi gian kiém tra ti'ng cdi xac mot: bon chiing déu
chét sach. Khi ctii xudng nguwoi Parrish dé 1ay chia khoa xe - mu sé 1ai chiéc
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Toyota tré vé Washington - mu bong thay loang loang anh dén pha 6 t6
dang tién dén rat nhanh, ai d6 & ngoai kia dang dap ctra am am.

Mu cing nguoi lai. FBI sao? Davenport va cac canh sat tw phap?
Khong kip chay ra xe cua Parrish nita r6i. Mu quay lai chay ra phia sau
nha, m& canh cita trén birc twong phia xa ctia can bép td6i om réi budc ra
ngoai hién.

Con mua phun van dai dang, mu chay qua bai c¢6 sau nha xuyén qua
hang cdy phia sau. Duwgi béng t6i ctia tan cady mu gan nhw khéng nhin thay
gi, bau troi khong trang khong sao, anh den pha tir may chiéc xe phia truéc
nha va chum sang tir bén trong toéa ra ngay cang yéu 6t khi mu dan sau
thém vao trong rung.

Thé r6i mot tia sang, mot dang anh sang nao do, gan nhw khéng nhin
thay, cach hai tram thwéc, cé thé xa hon, dang chdp nhay lién tuc, cling bi
cac ngon cay ding 1é loi che khuat khi mu di lwét qua.

Mu nghe thay tiéng do v& lodng xodng tir phia tredc nha, mu hiéu rang
ai d6 da pha canh ctra ra vao nang né. Mu cang di sau hon vao trong rirng,
nhung khong thé ngan minh ditng chan lai va ngoai nhin.

Douglas chwra kéo rém ctra s6 phong khach, Davenport ditng dé, trong
khung ctra hinh chit nhat sang 1oa, nhw nguoi dan ong trong birc hoa, dang
tién vé phia nhitng xac chét, ditng bén canh y la mot nguwdi dan ong luc
lwong, cung hai phu nit - m6t da trang, mot da mau. Lic nay mu c6 thé thay
Davenport dang la hét cai gi d6 va dua tay vay ngwoi phu nit da mau, tay
cam khau sung truong, co ta bién mat ngoai ctra ra vao.

Mot con phan nd ngd ngan trao dang trong nguwoi Grant, khi thay
Davenport ditng d6 nhw mét tam bia trong tredng ban. Khong mat mot giay
can nhac, mu gio sing ngan lén nd ba phat vao ctra s6, thdy Davenport
cung ngwoi phu nit da trang kia ngd xuong.

Mu quay lai cho tia sdng minh vira nhin thay ldc ndy. N6 & kha xa, it
nhat phai vai trdm thwéc. Mu bo sting vao tti, hai tay gio 1én gat mdy canh
cdy, roi chay bo vé phia do, trugt nga hai, ba 1an, nhung mu van c6 di tiép.
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Mat mu khong rdi nguon sang kia, né dan dan gan hon va sang choéi
hon. Ai d6 la hét sau lvng mu, thé nhung giong néi nhé dan di. Mu nhan ra
tiéng mwa phun roi trén 1a ritng gitp at di tiéng la hét rat hiéu qua.

Tiép tuc di vé phia anh dén, mu dén phia sau mot ng6i nha. Mot anh
den khac xuat hién gan do6 - den cdm bién chuyén dong, mu nghi. Khong
nén di chuyén nita.

Mu chay ra phia trwéc nha réi chay ra phd. Con phé uén cong vé
hwéng Chesapeake, noi mu khéng muén t6i, con hwéng kia hinh nhw qua
toi. Ngo cut chang? Mu khong dam chac, nhung mu khong con Iwa chon
nao khac ngoai viéc chay vé phia d6 dé kham pha.

Nhung dot nhién xuat hién mot tia sang nita bén kia bai cé, xuyén qua
nhitng céi cay, cach mu hai tram thwdc vé phia tay trai va cach xa nha
Douglas. Mu bang qua bai co, tién dén nhitng lum cay, lai suyt nga duai dui,
r6i dan dan mu cling ra dugc con phd c6 nhiéu nha cita hon, mu chay
xuong con dwong trdi nhya. Khi déi chan vitng réi mu c6 thé chay nhanh
hon. Mu thdy md6t nha sang dén, c6 ba chiéc xe do trén 16i vao nha, roi tiép
tuc di.

Mu c6 thé di theo con duwdng nay nhd anh dén téa ra tir cac nha & hai
bén, gid day thém anh sang xam gan nhu den ngom tr bau trdi khi bi tan
cdy trén dau che khuat. Mu budc hut, vap nga, tw ditng day roi lai chay tiép.
Thém nhiéu tiéng la hét vang 1én sau lwng mu, r6 rang tir phia dang xa, xa
hon nita la tiéng coi xe canh séat rén ri.

Mu khong hoang hot. Chwa phéi lic. Nhuwng mu c6 thé cam thay noi
hodng s¢ dang siét chat c6 hong minh, c6 gang khién mu ngat thd nhung
mu dan n6 xudng. Mu chay cang xa nha Douglas bao nhiéu, mu cang an
toan bdy nhiéu. Canh rirng lubn ri rao vay goi doc hai bén dwong, 1a cho an
nau khong thé xam nhap néu can tron chiéc xe dang dén gan.

Nhuwng s6ém mudn ho ciing sé tim thdy my, néu mu khong tron thoat
trét lot, ngay bay gio. V6i ba xac chét va ké no sing thi chay bd bé tron, ho
sé chan hét tat ca cac néo duwong, tung hét lyc lwgng can quét trong rirng.
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Tiéng coi xe canh sat vang lén sau lwvng mu nhung van con xa. Khi mu
chay dugc nira dam hodc hon, két hgp chay bo va di bé nhanh, tai ngdi nha
mu vira di qua mot canh ctra ga-ra bat dau cudn 1én. Mu dirng chan bén kia
dwong, ditng nhin mot chiéc xe nho, xe Mini son hai mau xanh trang, Iui ra
khoi ga-ra. Canh ctra ga-ra cudn xudng, duwdi anh dén mu chi thdy duwoc cé
mot ngwoi trong xe, nhé nhan, cé thé la phu nd.

R0i khoi 16i xe vao nha, chiéc xe ngodt vé phia mu. Mu bé mi trum
xuong lam 16 ra mai téc vang éng, khi chiéc xe cham rai tién dén gan, mu
bén gia vo minh bi qué mét chan va gio tay 1én vay vay, xe chay cham hon
nita, mu c6 thé thdy gwong mat mot ba gia dang nhom ra ngoai.

Khi xe dirng lai bén canh mu, mu ca nhac vong sang ghé hanh khach.
Trén tay mu cam san khau sting. Khi ctra s6 ghé tai xé ha xuéng, ba gia noi,
“Co chuyeén gi...”.

Grant ban thang vao mat ba ta.

Chiéc xe nhe troi vé phia truedc, xe da gai s6 nhung ban chan ba gia
kia ro rang van dat Ién chan phanh. Nho con phd dan doc lén phia trén,
Grant c6 thé viron ngudi vao trong xe van chét m@ ctra. Mu phai rat vat va
ghim xe lai, vi phai thao day an toan cua ba gia va kéo ba ta ra ngoai. Xong
Xu0i mu vao xe.

Mu gdp may: xe nay cai hop so tw dong. Mu do xe lai, xudng xe, chay
vé phia ba gia, kéo 1€ xac ba ta vao 1é duwong - ba ta khong thé nang qua bon
muoi nham can - vui xac dudi may bui cay thuwdng xudn moc lan ra ngoai.
Khi mu dang vui xac, dién thoai di dong cua ba ta roi ra khoi tii ao. Grant
dam nat n6 dudi got giay, da vang vao bui ram.

Quay vao xe, mu cham rdi lai xe ra dwong chinh, con dwong Parrish da
di, r6i ngodt vé huwéng Washington. M6t dam cu6i duwong, hai chiéc xe canh
sat phong vit qua, anh dén hiéu chiéu loang loang va tiéng coi ru inh o6i,
tién vao bong t6i mit mung. Tiép theo la chiéc xe thit ba, thit tw, nhung
khong c6 xe cttu thuwong. Mu suyt bi lac hai lan, vi mai nghi dén Davenport
va Watergate. O Watergate c6 mot ga-ra cong cong.
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BON MUOI NHAM phit sau mu d6 xe tai Watergate sau khi roi khoi
Great Falls. Luc sap xuong xe, mu dé y thdy mot cai chai mau xanh & ngan
dyng do trén ctra xe: nwdc rira tay. Luc loi khap trong xe, mu tim thdy mot
cai r6 dung khan gidy. Mu d6 nwdc rita, ma phan 1én la con, vao chiéc khan
gidy roi lau chui banh 1ai va can s6. Mu kéo mii trum dau 1én, xudng xe, lau
k¥ ghé ngoi, dong ctra xe lai, khoa chat r6i budc ra ngoai pho.

Park Hyatt nam cach d6 nita dam. Du khong chay nhung mu di
chuyén rat nhanh lén dai 10 New Hampshire dén pho 24, phia bac trén pho
24. Mu tréng chirng canh sat, viit sing va bang dan xudng hai 6ng cong
riéng biét; troi van con mwra, nwdc mra ndi bong béng khi ching bién mat
qua cac nap céng va ca dudi cong.

Tai Park Hyatt, van doi mi trum, mu bwdc vao mét thang may trong
trai, nwéc mua chay rong rong trén ao khoac. Mudi phit sau mu da ¢ trong
phong minh.

Téc mu 16n x0n, nguwdi mu toat ra mui vé cdy s6i gia am wét, mui
whisky trong cai ly Douglas ném vé phia muy, va mu van dé mo héi. Mu
chai téc cho thang thém, say kho bang may say, nhdy vao phong tam, dung
xa phong khach san cha xat khap co thé trong su6t hai phut. Trén hai ban
tay mu c6 mady vét xwdc nhé do cac canh cdy suwgt qua, nhuwng trén mat
khong c6 vét sdy sat nao. Ra khéi phong tam, mu ngam lai mai toc roi say
kho lan nita, trang diém lai, ding nhiéu my pham hon che di vét xwdc trén
mu ban tay. Mu nhanh nhen thoa nwdc hoa Phong Lan Den lén nam vi tri
trén nguwdi. BO quan 4o mau den mu nhét trong chiéc tdi du lich nho, sé vt
di cang sdm cang t6t néu an toan. Mu da vang mat ntra tiéng dong ho, can
phai hoa nhap, can phéi dugc ai dé nhin thay.

Can phai dwgc nhiéu ngudi nhin thay.

Mu nham mat lai, hit vai hoi thé sau, ty tran tinh. Phdt sé lam gi vao
ltc nay nhi?

Tim mu dap cham lai, mot nu cwdi nd trén mdt, mu roi phong.
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TRO LAI bita tiéc, tim mu dap nhanh hon mét chit. Mu 14y mot ly rugu,
Xoay tron né quanh miéng nham tron lan hoi thé cia minh véi mui regu.
Mu néi chuyén phiém choc lat véi cac nhan vién bénh vién - ba phu nit va
hai nam gidi - cung hai vi dan biéu Minnesota. Cudi cung, mu nhan ra
Porter Smalls, dang say swa doi thoai, mu buéc vé phia Smalls. Mu ap sat,
va phdi 6ng ta khi mu bat ngd quay ngudi lai, lam sanh chit regu ra ngoai.

Smalls: “Oi cha. Xém chiit c¢6 hat ving tdi xuéng vic roi. Xin 16i - y
toi la d6i chan.”

Grant nga dau ra sau pha 1én cudi gia doi, vieon tay ra nam chat 1y
mot trong nhitng chiéc khuy mang sét bang da tourmaline mau luc lam trén
do so mi cta Smalls - c6 tinh chon cho hgp tong vGi mau mat, dé ban tién
hom hinh, mu nghi - r6i kéo 6ng ta lai gan va thi tham vao tai, “Tao hiéu
may muén noi gi, dé6 ché dé. May con tiép tuc ké v4i moi nguwdi rang tao c
lién quan dén théi nghién rwgu chét tiét cia may, thi may sé biét tay tao”.

Smalls nghiéng dau ra phia sau, pha lén cuwdi, reén ngwoi gan hon va
thi tham, “Bo tay ra khoi ngudi tao, con diém sat nhan”.

Grant van dang cudi, ho buéng nhau ra, ca hai cting thoa man. Smalls
chtti thang vao mat mu la diém, con Grant bién 6ng ta thanh nhan chitng
cam doan rang mu c6 mat vao cudi bita tiéc, trong man doi thoai ma ca hai
sé khong bao gio quén.

Smalls chinh xac la thit mu muén: nhan chitng dang tin cay nhat ma
bat ki ai c6 thé hinh dung dugc.

https://thuviensach.vn



29

Lucas cung nhitng nguoi khac chay xudng 16i xe vao nha, doc theo
con pho toi tam va trong thdy mot ngudi dan ong bwdc ra tir ngdi nha bén
kia dwong, ma ho chac chan la nha cia Douglas. Anh ta nhin thdy ho tGi
gan, bén quat lén, “FBI day,” Lucas quat lai, “FBI, nhém cta Moy day.”
Anh ta quay lai chay 1én 16i xe vao nha Douglas, dirng chan roi quat lai,
“T6i nghi minh nghe thay tiéng sung”.

“Pung roi day,” Lucas quat l1én, khi anh chay qua 16i xe vao nha dén
clra trudc, voi Rae theo sat phia sau tay cam khau M4, cung Bob chay sau
c6 dy vai budc. Ho da chay dugc bao 1au? Khoang cach chwa dén tram
thwdc, nhung trong dém téi mwa phun nay w? Muwoi lam gidy? Hay lau
hon?

Lucas quat Rae, “Yém trg cho t6i”.

Khau sung treong ctia co dy da gio 1én, Lucas tién thang dén ctra tredc
gio tay dam am am lén ctra. Ho khong nghe thay tiéng gi bén trong, canh
ctra von la phién gé hé dao nang trinh trich, b6 khung tham chi con cha
rung 1lay mot lan. Lucas lui lai vung chan da vao ctra manh hét sitc c6 theé.
N6 rung 1én nhung van khéng suy suyén.

Bob noi, “Tranh ra. Tranh ra”. Anh chang to béo da vao cwa, canh ctra
oan di vi lyc tac dong. Cau ta lai da tiép, thit gi d6 buc ra. Sau cui da thit ba,
canh ctta hé ra mot khoang vira du cho Lucas lach nong sung vao trong.
Pén lic nay, nhom theo doéi trong may chiéc SUV bat dau tién 1én 16i xe
vao nha, anh den pha chiéu loang loang khap mat tién ngoi nha.
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Cai xac dau tién nam trén san ngay triedc mat Lucas, anh quat 1én, “Co
nguoi bi ha”.

Anh gio sung 1én, cam thdy Bob dang di chuyén sang bén trai, bao
quat tién sanh dan dén toa nha bén phai. Rae dang di chuyén bao quat tién
sanh dan sang toa nha bén trdi, Lucas ngoi xo0m canh xac chét. “La
Parrish,” anh néi. Ga da chét han, m6t mat md, mot mat nham, hai vét
thwong do dan ban ngay gitta tran, mot vét mau khac to bang ban tay trén
lung. Trong tw thé nita quy, Lucas tiép tuc xem xét, liéc nhin dang sau anh
thdy mot dac vu FBI doi mii sat va deo kinh hong ngoai tién vé phia minh,
khau sing ngan nam trong tay.

“Pirng ban t6i,” Lucas ndi, anh chang dac vu 1ap tirc cau nhau.

Phia trudc, thém hai xac chét nita ndam song soai trén san nha. Lucas
goi, “Hai nguoi nita bi ha”. Anh nhanh chéng kiém tra ho. Claxson va mot
nguwoi gia hon, chac chan la Charles Douglas, ca hai déu bi ban it nhat ba
phat va déu chét han.

Lucas néi, “Me kiép”.

Rae buéc dén canh anh va c6 héi, “Suzie? Carol hay Wendy?”.

“Toi khong biét. C6 khd nang la co ta.”

Chase budc dén, nhin cham cham cac xac chét, miéng ha hoéc. “Lay
Chda t6i...”

Lucas néi voi Rae, “Nghe nay, luc soat toan bo ngo6i nha. Coé cung Bob
sang hai toa nha, toi sé di huwéng kia.” Anh vung tay vé phia sau nha.
“Nhung t6i nghi 4 dang chay tron.”

Quay sang Chase, Lucas noi, “Jane, t6i nghi 4 dang chay tron, chac la
chay vao rirng roi. Chung ta can diéu dong that nhiéu canh sat ngoai nay”.

“Hiéu ro6i,” ba ta noi.

Vira ding lic Moy budc dén ctra, ba ta quay sang phia cdu ta va noi,
“Andy...”.
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O CUA SO bén kia nha v& tan, Lucas ddy Chase ngd xuéng san, chinh anh
cling ndam bep xudng. Chase hét 1én, “T6i bi thwong roi! Toi bi thwong
16i!”.

Lucas bo dén bén ba ta, anh héi, “O dau?”.

“O chan.” Tay ba ta nim chit khoeo chan trdi dui mong. Khi bo tay
ra, ban tay ba ta dam mau.

Moy van ditng ngoai cita, nhin tran tréi. Lucas quat 1én, “A chay vao
ritng r6i. Huy dong nguoi ra ngoai do di - ai cé kinh hong ngoai dy. Va
ching ta can mot xe cttu thuong - nhanh 1én”.

Chase dang ng6 anh cham cham, doi mat day dau dén, miéng thi rén
ri. Bob quy xudéng bén canh ba ta, tho tay vao tui 1y ra hop dung cu da
nang, 16i con dao gam tw trong hop ra. Cau ta néi véi Lucas, “Lat ba ay lai,
toi sé cat quan bo ra”.

Ho cung lat ba ta lai, Chase lai rén ri va lan nay to hon. Bob cat mét
manh phia sau quan bo, hai nhét cat nita & cac goc bén phai, cho dén khi
cau ta c6 thé 10t bo 16p vai bo va thay duwgc vét thwong. Phat dan xuyén tw
mdt sau chan ra dang trewdc, xém chit lem vao xudng. Vét thuong dang
chdy mau rat nhiéu.

Binh tinh hét sitc c¢6 thé nhw khi dang dién thuyét tai cau lac bo
Kiwanis, Bob néi vdi Lucas, “Cé vét dan xuyén qua. Khong cé mach dap”.

Chase hoi qua ham rang nghién chat, “T6i sé 6n chit?”.

Bob dap, “On. Nhung sé dau ddy, ca bay gid va sau dé nita. Tin t6i di,
toi biét ma”.

Mot dac vu lién bang chay qua ctra mang theo hop dung do6 so citu co
bang chiéc va li, quy xuong bén canh Chase. Cau ta bat m& nap hop. “T6i
sé khau miéng vét thwong va cam mau cho ba ay.”

Lucas vo nhe 1én vai Chase, r6i néi véi Bob, “Luc soat can nha di. Ct
dé ho cham séc ba ay”.
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Rae ré sang toa nha bén trai, Bob ré sang toa nha bén phai, Lucas tién
thang vao trong bép. Pwoc nita dwong anh dirng phat lai. Cai gi? N6 la gi?
Ngoai 0 ctra s6 bép, anh c6 thé thay nhitng anh den pin LED c6ng suat cao
dang chiéu khap rirng, thdy tiéng coi xe rén 11 nghe ai oan. Nhitng tiéng coi
xe r0 mon mot, du dang dirng tan trong nay van nghe thay, anh di qua bép
va thay ctta sau dang mé. A da chay vao béng t6i ngoai kia theo nga nay,
anh nghi.

Cé thé.

Anh mit nam phit tim dwong ra phia sau nha, nhap bon cung mot
trong cac dac vu lién bang. Khi tat ca da roi di, Moy bwdc dén va noi,
“Chung t6i da bao vay khap cac con phd, nhung trong dém to6i va dudi troi
mua thé nay thi khé néi lam. Pa muwdi hai phit roi. Néu a ra dwgc dén
dwong chinh, a cé thé tron dwgc mot dam”.

“Tiép tuc lung suc di,” Lucas noi. “Ching ta khéng biét liéu con vu
hanh hinh hay tran d4u sing nao xay ra nita khong. A c6 thé da bj thuong.”

Moy nghi ngo. “Chang thay ti mau nao ngoai mau cta may xac chét.”

“Du sao cling tim tiép di... hay nghi dén bao cdo téng két. Néu anh
chang lam gi c4, ho sé khién anh mat an mat nga day.”

“A chét tiét. Toi s& doc thiic tdt cA moi ngudi truy tim,” Moy dap. “Tdi
sé lam moi viéc co thé. Goi ca d6i diéu tra hién truong xudng day luon.”

LUCAS LAI BUOC qua cin bép, ditng chan bén canh ctra sau, nhin ra
nhitng hang cay va nhitng anh den pin dang quét doc ngang ngoai do.

Rae budc dén cho anh. “Luc soat trong nha xong r6i.”

“Bob dau?”

Bob goi, “Ngay day nay.” Cau ta budc qua ngudng clra mai vom tu
can phong ngoai. “Ching ta lam gi day? To6i c6 thé ra may doan duwong
chinh...”
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Lucas lac dau. “Toi da bo 16 cai gi d6. Toi da thay cai gi do khi budc
vao bép, mot diéu rat quan trong, nhung gio toi khong thay nita. Xem xét
xung quanh di... Hai ngwoi thay gi khong?”

Ho xem xét can than nhung khong thay thi¢ gi c6 lién quan. Lucas ra
khoi can bép roi lai budc vao, tim kiém bat ky thit gi anh trong thay lan dau
tién, nhung mot lan nita anh khong thay gi hét.

Mot phut sau, mét chiéc xe cttu thwong tién lén 16i xe vao nha, hai
nhan vién y t€ voi va lao khoi cira xe. Ho nhin cong tac so cttu cua chang
ddc vu FBI, t6 ra hai long roi tién dén do Chase nam lén cang.

Mat tai nhot, ba ta nhin Lucas, lifm moi r6i noéi, “Ho bao toi la sé on

2

ca”.

“Co thé con tot hon thé,” Lucas néi. “Cé ngudi tirng bao t6i rang dac
vu FBI ma bi ban tai hién treong thi sy nghiép sé thang tién kinh lam.”

Moi ba ta thoang né nu cuwdi héo hat. Véi giong gap gap gan nhuw thi
tham, ba ta néi, “Cuc ky 16 bich khi nghi thé... nhung t6i da nghi thé that
day”.

Lucas siét chat canh tay Chase, hai nhan vién dwa ba ta ra xe.

NUA TIENG BONG HO sau vu xa sing, ba muoi canh sat dia phwong da
va dang can quét cac canh rirng, chdn hét xe cd trong ban kinh nam dam
quanh nha Douglas.

Lucas néi véi canh sat truéng dia phwong: “A 14ai xe dén day va né
dang do trén 16i xe vao nha, a chay ra ngoai qua 16i nhitng hang cay. Hoac a
an nau trong rirng, dang bi ha than nhiét; hodc & dot nhap vao can nha nao
dé, giét chét chu nha, sau d6 chiém xe ctia ho; hodc a cwdp xe trén pho, giét
chét tai xé. Néu a co xe, thi gid nay c6 Chiia méi biét &4 dang & dau.”

“Chung t6i dang truy ling bang moi gia,” canh sét trudng noi.

Sau khi vao rirng suc sao cung doi tim kiém, Rae quay lai, nguoi wot
dam nuwdc mua. “Chang thay gi ca. Anh nghi ra dugc minh da bé 16 cai gi
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chua?”

“Chwa. Toi ¢t quay vao nhin sudt nhuwng chang thiy gi nita, bat ké la
cai g1.”

“Ngu bat thinh linh chang,” Bob goi y.

“Khong dau. Cam giac that lam.”

HAI GIO SANG, canh sat trwdng bao véi Lucas, “Coé thé ching ta gip ric
roi ro6i. Co mot 6ng gia & day noi rang vg ong ta dén ctta hang bach héa vao
khoang chin ru®i t6i, dén gid van chwa thay vé. Ong ta c6 goi vao dién
thoai nhung ba ta khong tra 10i”.

“Qi Chtia oi. Thdi xong r6i, ba ta chét rdi,” Lucas néi.

“Pirng ndi thé vai toi,” vién canh sat noéi. “Lam on dirng néi nhw thé.”

BA CANH SAT TU PHAP 6 lai hién trwong dén tan bon gi® sang, cho dén
khi chang con gi dé néi hay thidy nita, nhom diéu tra hién truong ctua FBI
bdo ho ra vé. Canh sat triedng cho biét cac canh sat van dang lung suc trong
rirng, va sé tiép tuc tgi tan ngay hom sau. Chang thdy dau hiéu nao ctua ba
gia kia lan chiéc xe.

Lucas dung c6 Russell Forte day thuat lai chuyén da xay ra.

“Lay Chua t6i,” Forte n6i, mot giong phu ni* xen vao gang hoi, “Xay
ra chuyén gi thé? Xdy ra chuyén gi thé? Sara khong sao chi?”

Hai ngudi dong y sé noi chuyén vao sang hom sau.

LUCAS, BOB VA RAE dang trén duong quay vé Washington, du &m ctia
vu Xa sung van con chwa phai. Bob gan nhw da thiép di trén ghé sau, Rae
thi hai mat do hoe trén ghé hanh khach, bong Lucas phanh gap, lai chiéc
Evoque tap vao lé duong.
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Anh dirng xe lai, ddt ca hai tay 1én vo lang ¢ vi tri hai gio kém muoi, ti
tran vao banh lai. Rae héi, “Gi thé? Gi thé? Anh khong sao chit?”. Bob
cling hwéng ting tr ghé sau, “Cé chuyén gi vay?”.

“Toi biét thit minh khong thdy trong bép la cai gi roi. Toi da khong
nhin ra cai thit chét tiét do,” Lucas dap.

“Cai gi?”

“Ma toi da ngti thay n6,” anh dap.

Rae: “La cai gi?”

“Khi dang diéu tra Taryn Grant hoi con & thanh phd Daoi, t6i da tham
van mu ta vai lan, va cé lan trong phong ngu ctia mu ta sau khi mu ta bi
trom... rm ma thoi ké di. Du sao thi mu ta dung thit nwéc hoa rat nong, cé
tén la Phong Lan Pen. Loai tan ky kiéu vay. Vira budc vao bép t6i da
thoang ngti thay n6. Chi l1a thoang thdi, nhung toi biét minh da ding.”

“Y anh la...”

“Y toi 1a ké trong can nha ay khong phai Wendy. Ma 1a Taryn Grant.
Mu ta da két liéu tat ca nhitng ké c6 thé hai minh.”

BOB VA RAE KHONG HOAN TOAN TIN.

“Co6 mui thu6c sung - d6 la thi toi dé y - cung mui mau. Va nhitng
hwong thom tit khu ritng bén ngoai. Sau dé6 Chase bi ban... Khong tai nao
ngwi dwgc ra mui nwdc hoa,” Rae noi. “Y t6i 1a dén toi dang xttc nudc hoa
ma con chang ngtti dwgc mui cda chinh minh.”

“T6i ngtti thay ne,” Lucas ndi.

“Du thé boi tham doan cling khong tin,” Bob néi. “Khong xem do la
bang chitng dwoc”.

“A thi cau néi ding, ding 1a thé,” Lucas néi.

“Chung ta can ngu chut da,” Rae néi. “Hay nghi ngoi mot chit dé mai
nghi tiép di.”
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“Anh néi chuan mot chuyén, Lucas a.” Bob néi.
“Thé a?”

“Phai. Rang ba gia d6 chét r6i.”
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Forte goi sém vao ldc tdm gid, cau dau tién anh ta noi 1a, “Ho da tim
thay ba gia d6 duwdi mot bui cdy, cach phia cu6i 16i xe vao nha khodng hon
chin mét. R6 rang a sat thu cta anh - Suzie a, hay gi ciing duwgc - da vay ba
ta 1ai xuong do khi ba ta di ra ngoai. Ban thang vao mat ba ta”.

“Khong phai Suzie dau,” Lucas néi. “Taryn Grant day.”

Co6 mot khoang lang dai. “Lucas...”

“Phai, toi cling déch tin dau.” Ky tc vé mui hwong dang bat dau phai
nhat. “Nhung dém qua to6i da hoan toan chac chan vé chuyén dé.”

Anh giai thich, Forte cling phan &ng y hét nhw Bob va Rae. “C6 thé
anh dung, nhung bang chitng nay chang cé gia tri nao ca.”

“Phadi, toi biét ma. Thé t6i nén lam gi tiép day? Tat ca nhitng ké chiing
ta nghi ngd lién quan dén vu Smalls déu ngém hét. Chét sach ca roi, tree
moi Grant.”

“Va anh chang dung duwgc mot cong 16ng cia mu ta,” Forte noi. “Cé
thé da dén luc két thic r6i. T6i chac chan Smalls sé hai 1ong ma.”

DUNG THAT. Lucas goi cho 6ng bing dién thoai diing mét 1an, dung c6
ong day tai mot khach san & West Coast. Anh thuat lai chuyén da xdy ra,
bao gom cé dau vét mui hwong Phong Lan Den ctia Taryn Grant. Smalls
néi, “Toi ghét phai ndi véi cau diéu nay, Lucas, nhung khong phai Grant
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dau. Mu ta cling c6 madt trong phong khiéu vii nhu toi thuc sy ching toi da
gay su vOi nhau”.

“Subt quang thoi gian d6 mu ta dy tiéc vdi ngai sao?”

“Bita tiéc bat dau lic tdm gig. Chung t6i tranh mat nhau, nhwng doéi
lic t6i c6 thdy mu ta. Cho dén khi két thic - khodng trwdc nira dém, toi
nghi vay - toi thyc sy da néi chuyén véi mu ta. Goi mu ta la con diém.”

“Hay day,” Lucas n6i. “T6i mong chung ta sé dugc nghe cau do, néu
toi goi mu ta lén buc nhan ching.”

“T6i chwa tirng nghi thé,” Smalls n6i. “Nhuwng ma cau sé khong goi
mu ta Ién buc nhan chitng dwgc dau. Mac du néi cau biét t6i vui lam. Cau
da tom c6 duwgc bon sat nhan. Chuing chét ca roi.”

“Mot tén con dang mat tich, cé thé van dang nhén nho. Hodc gia han
cling teo r6i.”

“Néu con song liéu han c6 trd thanh moi de doa khong?”

“Khong. Néu han la mét trong nhitng ké sat nhan, diéu ma ching ta
khong thé chitng minh dwgc, cé thé han da nhan tién cta Claxson hodc
Parrish. Toi chac chan han khong cé lién quan tryc tiép gi dén Grant dau.
T6i nghi mu sé rat vui khi ditng ngoai chuyén nay. Mu ta sé khéng sai han
bam theo ngai nita dau.”

“Vay thi hady xem hom nay la ngay vui. Thyc sy thoa man lam Lucas
a. Vé nha di, hon vo con cau, cung nhau hwéng thu cudc séng bén ho di.”

“Khong, cho da, cho da, Thuegng nghi si. Suy nghi mot phut da. Pem
qua ngai gdap Grant vao luc nao?”

Smalls suy nghi, roi dap, “Chac chan ngay lic bita tiéc bat dau t6i da
trong thdy mu ta. Phai thtra nhan, mu ta quyén rii lam. Vay xanh... Ngay
sau do6 t6i c6 thdy mu ta hai lan nita. Pén cubi bita tiéc toi c6 thdy mu ta...
Cau biét day, t6i khong nhé no6i c6 thay mu ta vao ldac gitta budi tiéc hay
khong, trang phuc ctia mu ta rat noi bat. D€ toi hoi han xung quanh xem...”.

Giong 6ng ta nho dan, Lucas néi. “Vang, nho ngai nhé.”
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LUCAS GOI CHO Jane Chase trén giwong bénh, ba ta nhac may ngay lap
tuce.

“Khong nghi ba sé tra 10i,” Lucas noi. “Toi twong ba bi gay mé toan
than ro6i.”

“Khong. Pang gio lam viéc ma. Toi dang & bénh vién Reston, mong
dau nhu ran, xin 16i vi dung tir thé tuc nhé.”

“Co0 sao dau ma,” Lucas noi.

“Tdi ciing nghi thé. A ma tdi van dang 1am viéc nhé. C6 thé toi sé phai
nam day thém hai ngay nita, ho bdo vay. Anh nghe dugc tin gi vé ba Woods
chua?”

“Cai ba gia dy ha? Roi. T6i biét ba dy chét roi. Toi biét ngay trwdc khi
ching t0i ra vé t6i qua.”

“Andy néi cho t6i biét.”

“Toi phai néi v6i ba mot chuyén ma ngoai toi ra khong ai chiu tin,”
Lucas noi, “tham chi ca Bob va Rae. Thugng nghi si Smalls con bao toi hay
quén né di va tr¢ vé nha”.

Anh ké cho ba ta nghe chuyén ngwi thdy mui nwéc hoa Phong Lan
Pen. Ba ta héi thém vai cdu réi noéi, “Néu n6é xo0c vao mii anh nhuw thé thi
toi nghi c6 thé anh diung. T6i cé s& hitu mot kho nwdc hoa, hau hét cé mui
hwong nhe hon, nhv Chanel s6 5, vi né hgp v6i moi tredng cong sé. Vai
nguoi bi di tng v6i cac mui huvong. Ma t6i da th dung Phong Lan Pen
ngay khi né vira ra mat, nhwng mui ctia né qua nong va lau phai, c6 thé hop
v&i nam gidi hon. Mui d6 luon lvu lai trong khong khi rat 1au.”

“Nhung bang chitng nay vo dung truéc toa.”

“Trwr phi c6 thém that nhiéu bang chitng khac.”

“Puogc roi,” Lucas néi. Anh 1ay tay xoa mat. “T6i phai di cao rau da.
Nghe nay, Jane, t6i hy vong mong ba khong con dau nita va s6m di lai
duwgc binh thwong. Ba 1a mot dac vu tot. Vét thuwong sé chong lanh thoi.”
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“Cam on anh. T6i sé ndi vGi sép phé Mallard rang anh da gwi 10i hoi
tham.”

“Thuc sy khong can lam thé dau,” Lucas noi.

“T6i biét, nhung nho thé t6i c6 thém co hdi nita dé tan chuyén vGi sép
ph6. Khién 6ng ta lvu y hon dén vét thuwong trén mong t6i.”

Lucas pha lén cuoi. “Ba sé lam dugc thoi.”

TOM RITTER GOI. “ba day 1én nhitng xi xao vé vu tham sat.”

Lucas noi, “Claxson, Parrish va m6t ngudi tén la Charles Douglas déu
bi ban chét, hung tha c6 thé la phu nit. Cé vai ngudi tai FBI rat c6 hitng tha
muon noi chuyén vGéi Wendy... Suzie... tén gi cling dugc”.

“Khong phai co ta dau,” Ritter n6i. “Toi qua t6i cuing mdy anh ban ra
ngoai an téi, cb ta cling di cung chung t6i. Co ta dén nha tro cia may anh
ban vao khoang, xem nao, sau rudi hodac hon, sau d6 ching t6i ra ngoai
khodng sau mudi gio. Sang nay ho tham dy phién hop ban giam déc dot
xuat tai Heracles, va xi xao tir day lan ra, vu no sing dién ra vao khoang
chin ru6i.”

“Pung vay. Co ai xung quanh cau va dam ban ctia cau noi chuyén vadi
Wendy khong?”

“Co6 chir. Bé t6i nh¢ xem, cé it nhat ba ngudi ban, tinh cd mét nguoi
phuc vu banh my va mé6t quy c6 phuc vu do uéng. Wendy nhay bé vao néi
chuyén vd&i mot ngudi minh quen biét... Toi c6 thé hoéi tén anh ta néu anh
can.”

Lucas thé dai. “Thoi khong can dau. Toi s€ goi lién lac cia t6i & FBI
bao rang t6i da kiém tra xong r6i, hanh tung cia Wendy dém qua da dugc
giai thich.”

“Cam on anh. Co ta la gau cua Jim day anh biét khong?”
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“T6i mudn néi chuyén vdi cd ta lan nita,” Lucas n6i. “Néu cau gap co
ta, nhan co ta goi cho t6i nhé.”

“Néu gap lai toi sé nhan. T6i sé quay vé 'Stan ngay khi may bay san
sang,” Ritter n6i. “Tat ca gidy td xong hét roi, Jim sé dugc hoa tang, nhung
sé phdi dgi vai tuan tro c6t m@i dugc an tang & Arlington. Ca danh sach cho
dai dang dac.”

“Chtic may man, trung ta.”

“Anh cling vdy nhé. Mot diéu cudi cung t6i mudn hoéi, cé phai Grant
lam khong?”

Lucas dap ngay. “bung.”

“Anh chac vay a?”

«(7.»

LUCAS, BOB VA RAE danh mot ngay viét bao cdo gtri Phong Canh st
Great Falls, FBI va Cuc Canh sat Tw phap. Cac dac vu tham van tai FBI va
Cuc Canh sat Tw phap déu noi rang Smalls goi dén cho biét ban than ong
cling viét bao cao, vé viéc dé nghi Lucas bat dau cudc diéu tra am muwu am
sat.

Dbiéu do, Bob nhan xét khi ho rdi toa nha FBI, duong nhw c6 tac dung
xo0a diu.

“Khong phai vi chung ta da lam gi sai,” Rae noi.

“T6i nghi ching ta lam t6t ma,” Bob néi. “Lucas nhi?”

“T6i khong vui, nhung moi chuyén la thé r6i,” Lucas noi.

DEM DO HO in t6i mudn. Bob va Rae 1én ké& hoach bay di dau dé vao
sang s6m mai, tredc khi Lucas thitc day. Rae néi, “Chung t6i sé ra san bay
lic sau gio. Chang can dén vay tay tam biét dau”.
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“T6i hita minh sé khong lam vay dau,” Lucas noi. May bay cta anh
cat canh lic mdt gio. Anh n6i thém, “Nhung hai nguoi c6 vé hang thuwong
gia dung khong?”.

“Pung ro6i,” Bob dap. Cau ta dat tay 1én nguc. “Hay yén lang nao, trai
tim dang thon thic cta ta.”

SUZIE/CAROL/WENDY goi dén lic muoi gio. “T6i dwgc nghe ké moi
chuyén r6i,” c6 ta néi. “Tom lo rang anh dang truy dudi t6i. T6i khong co6
madt ¢ do vao liac xay ra vu xa sung.”

“T6i biét. Toi chi muén chac chan c6 thang than vé cai chét cta Jim
Ritter. Cai gi gdy ra no, ai gy ra, tat ca nhitng chuyén do.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Anh tin d6 la Parrish, vay thi toi cling thé.”

“Pung. Gan nhw ngay tredc khi bi giét, anh ta dang & trong ban kinh
ba mwoi mét quanh nha Parrish, chiing t6i khong tai nao hiéu noi anh ta &
dé vi ly do gi,” .Lucas ndi. “Dau vét dién thoai cho thay anh ta c6 vé nhw di
b6 quanh khu 1an can, c6 1€ 1a dé kiém tra xem c6 bi theo do6i khong.”

“Tai sao anh ay lai lam thé? Néi chuyén vé&i Parrish thi c6 gi sai trai
dau, ¢ thoi diém dac biét ddy thi khong.” Lucas khong dap, co ta néi thém.
“Trwr phi Parrish dé nghi Jim phdi kiém tra vi han da lén ké hoach giét anh
ay, va khong mudn bat ky ai thay Jim di vao nha.”

“T6i nghi c6 thé 1a vay,” Lucas noéi. “D0oi kham nghiém hién treong vu
an sé xé nha cda Parrish ra tirtng manh dé tim hiéu xem chuyén gi da xdy ra
& do. Nghe nay, ¢6 hiéu Jim con t6i thi khong, ngoai triv thong qua tim hiéu
va theo do6i. Nhuwng theo toi hiéu, néu Parrish dé 16 ra chiit dau hiéu nao cho
thdy diéu han sap lam, Jim c6 thé sé xé xac han.”

“Pung, anh ay sé lam thé,” c6 ta dap.

“Thé nén t6i nghi chuyén da xdy ra hoan toan khién Jim bi bat ngo, ga
de nghi gap g& anh ta ma chang c6 ly do gi cu thé, Jim dang ditng do, tan
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chuyén, than thién, c6 thé 1a dang udng cht sita, thé roi ga rut sing ra va
ban chét anh ta. Theo t6i thi chuyén la nhw thé dé.”

Mot lic sau, Wendy noi, “Parrish han sé khéng lam chuyén d6 mot
minh, van c6 mot nguwdi ¢ ngoai do, va anh sé khong bat mu ta.” Giong c6
ta cao vut, gan nhuw la rit 1én. Lucas nhan ra c6 ta dang khoc nhung c6 gang
nai dé lap liém di.

“Mu ta la ké dién ro, la ké sat nhan, nhung chang ai dam n6i rang mu
ta ngu ngoc,” Lucas noéi. “Con c6 gan nita. Mu ta da dén nha ctia Douglas
va hanh quyét ba ngudi. Toan bo ké hoach ctia mu ta tan v@, thé nén mu ta
giét nguwoi dé gidi quyét rac rdi, giét chét ba gia Woods dang thuong roéi bo
tron, 19i dung Thuwong nghi si Smalls dé tao chitng cit ngoai pham cho
minh. C6 kha nang day la am muwu xdo quyét nhat trong tat cd cac am muu
ctia mu. T6i nghi ngd mu ta da suy tinh ky cang. Phan nao do6 t6i con
ngudng mo mu ta.”

“Pai thu xtng tam la doi thu gidi,” Wendy dong tinh, giong c6 ta gan
nhu trd lai binh thwong. “Theo anh canh sat con truy lung toi nita khong?”

“Khong. To6i da bdo ho hanh tung ctia c6 dém qua dugc xac nhan roi,
rang t6i biét tr mot nguon tin dang tin cay nhung sé khong tiét 16. Ho cé
thé tim ra c6 va mudn ndi chuyén, nhung sé khong gap dau.” Lucas dap.

“Toi sé suy nghi vé chuyén do6,” Wendy no6i. “Song tot nhé, canh sat tw
phap”

“Khoan. Cho da. Noi cho téi nghe sy that di, thanh than oi. Ké né
sung @ khach san c6 phai la co khong?”

“To6i khong hiéu anh dang no6i gi,” co ta dap, r6i cip may.
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31

Bubi t6i mu swong vdi hoi néng va do am tao nén nhitng qua cau anh
sang mo nhat xung quanh cac ngon dén dwong, rat dé nhin thay tir bitc
twong bao quanh khu vuion. Taryn Grant @ mot minh trong nha, di lai khap
noi trong chiéc 4o hai day lua mau den va doi dép xé ngéon. May diéu hoa
khong khi dang chay ri 11 - noi nay sé tr@ thanh dia nguc néu thiéu né -
nhung mu khong thich cai lanh kho khéc nén mé toang hai 6 cita s6 nho
bén hong nha dé don khong khi ban dém. Album nhac ctia Backstreet Boys,
Never Gone, dang vang lén tir nhitng chiéc loa gidu kin; Backstreet Boys la
ban nhac mu yéu thich tr khi con hoc trung hoc, dén gio van vay.

Thugng vién.

Thuwong vién la mot rap xi€c chinh tri, nhung diéu dy da ding trong
mot khodng thdi gian. Mu chang quan tam, chitng nao sw nghiép ctia mu
con c6 thé tiép tuc bay cao.

Trong tay mu la ly sdm panh, thit d6 udng wa thich cia me mu. N6
trong giong sam panh nhung thwc chat la sy pha tron cia mot phan rudi
sam panh Bollinger v6i hai ngum vodka Stolichnaya, theo truyén thong no
c6 tén la Stoli-Bolli. Mot loai do udng trong tinh té, nit tinh nhung c6 thé
kich thich tat ca cac giac quan mot cach cuc ki manh mé.

Sau khi uong chirng nira ly, mu suy nghi vé tay Thuwgng nghi si twr
Colorado. Han dang can nhac chuyén chay dua vao ghé tong théng. Va co
nhitng 1y do hgp ly dé cho rang han c6 thé lam dwgc. Grant khong muon
giét han; mu thich han séng so6t lanh lan da 1au dé sanh vai cung tranh cw
v6i my, lam &ng c vién pho tong thong ctia mu.
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Bién han thanh chang cao boi, loai b6t vai 1a phiéu cta nhitng ké mién
Nam th6 16 ma dang Cong hoa dang trong doi.

Vu an mang ciling da troi qua, mu khong con nghi nhiéu vé cai dém
mua phun thang Bdy dai dang dac dy nita. Mu da khiép sg sudt may ngay,
nhung gio mu khong sg nita. Khong sg canh sat goi, khong sg FBI goi.
Trong so chiing - nhitng ké da chét - chang ké nao gioi giang hay c6 gia tri
16n lao gi cho cam, chi la nhitng ké dang vat va kiém tim cho minh nhitng
khoan lwong huwu com coi, thich choi dua v6i sung dan. Con nguoi phu nit
mu ban chét «? Chi la mot ba gia tam thuwong.

Chang con lai thit gi cta cai dém hém dé nita: vii khi, dan dwgc, quan
do, nhitng nhan chitng, nan nhan - tat ca da bién mat mai mai.

Bat gidc mu budc vé phia 6 ctra s6 bén hong nhin ra khu vieon. Mu hit
ha mui hvong co thé minh, si pha tron tinh té cia mo6 hoi va chat hwong
Phong Lan Pen cta budi sang con phang phat. Tai 6 ctra s6, mu nhin sang
nha hang xém. Mu chi nhin thdy dugc chép mai nhon, véi mot 6 cita s6
duy nhat, von ludn luén chim trong béng toi, trtv dém nay. Tang ap mai, mu
nghi. Dém nay, trén 6 ctra sO kia c6 anh dén yéu o6t.

Mu con dang ban khoan thi mot viéen dan ¢ 338 nang 19 gram xuyén
thung tim mu.

Grant khéng cam thay ct va dap, khong cam thdy dau dén. Mu chi
thdy ban than dang nga xuong, trong vai gidy song sot cudi cung ctia cudc
doi, mu van ty héi tai sao minh nga. Thé ro6i mu nga ngra xuéng san, vai va
dau dap xudng l6p tham Iran rat min. Ly sam panh ciing roi xudéng tam
thdm min do, ndy 1én mot lan duy nhat.

Diéu cudi cung Grant con ghi nhé la cai ly, 6ng anh phan chiéu nhitng
ngon den trén tran, van nguyén ven, dep trang nha... ngay tho.

Con mu da ra di.
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LUCAS PANG O TRONG GA-RA lam viéc cling cau con trai Sam. Anh
néi véi Weather da dén lic day cho thang nhéc vai thit. Anh nghi dén hai
ké hoach treéc mat. Mot la vé sinh sach sé dong co hai muwoi lam ma lyc
gia coi cua chiéc mo t6, bao gom lap lai may céi bu gi mgi thay. Hai la thiét
ké mot hop go don gian, can sit dung dén bang dinh, mot cai cwra nho gon,
mot cai khoan dién, may cai dinh vit, m6t may mai bong va 16p véc-ni. Hai
cha con quyét dinh bat dau véi cai hop nén ho dén tham cira hang go xé
chuyén dung, va chon dwgc may tam go hé dao kha dep dai mot phan.

Khi xong xudi, cai hop sé danh cho Weather dé bao quan nhitng t&
nhac bvém dwong cam cta c6. Hai b6 con méi do dac va cat xé may tam
van dau tién, thi c6 buwdc dén ctta va néi, “Porter Smalls goi anh nay. Ong
ay ndi cé viéc quan trong”.

Lucas dan Sam vao nha cung anh, khong muén dé thang bé ngoai doé
mot minh, dé phong né c6 thé nghi dén chuyén ti y dung cwa cat xé go.

Anh da c6 tinh bo dién thoai lai trong nha nham tranh nhitng cudc goi.
Weather trao dién thoai cho anh. Khi Lucas noi, “A 16?” Smalls hoi ngay,
“Cau nghe tin gi chuwa?”.

“Tin gi cg?”

“Ké nao day da ban chét Taryn Grant dém qua. Mu ta chét thang cang
16i.”

“Cho chiat da,” Lucas néi. Anh quay sang Weather roi héi, “Em lay
cho anh mot lon Coca an kiéng dugc khong? Chuyén nay phai mat vai phut
day”.

“Pa xdy ra chuyén gi?”

“Porter ndi ké nao d6 da ban chét Taryn Grant t6i qua.”

“Lay Chua t6i,” c6 néi, giong gap gap, réi bo di 1ay lon Coca.

Lucas ng6i xuong roi noi, “Ké cho t6i nghe di”.
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SMALLS KHONG BIET hét chi tiét, nhung 6ng c6 ban bé trong Bo Tu
phdp nam dwogc vai théng tin bi ro ri. Vao khoang tdm gio mudi lam phut
toi qua, mot cdp vg chong gia dang xem chuwong trinh cia Anderson
Cooper trén kénh CNN thi mot phu ni* mac toan do den, doi mii balaclava*
mau den trum kin dau va c6, deo kinh rdm, di gang tay xudt hién trong
phong giai tri ctia ho va chia sting vao ho. Bé&i vi c6 ta mdc do che kin toan
than, nén ho khong thé cho FBI biét c6 ta thudc chung toc nao. Co ta bao
ho rang c6 ta khong mudn cuép cta, hay lam tén thwong ho, ma chi mudn
nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 théi.

Co0 ta di cung ho vao phong tam nhin ra pho, bat ho ngoi xudng hai
bén bon cau, cong tay ho vao vdi nhau véi hai canh tay 6m quanh bon cau.
C0 ta luc soat nguwdi ho tim dién thoai di dong, di tim va lay may to bao va
tap chi, may chai nwéc va mot cai mé nut chai, cung hai cai goi r6i bo mac
ho & day.

Mot lic 1au sau d6 ho nghe thay tiéng sting truong. Ong gia tirng 1a
tho san nén phat hién ra ngay tir phat sting dau tién. C6 gai kia chay xudng
cau thang, mé& ctra s6 phong tam va néi vdi ho, “Sang mai néu hai 6ng ba la
hét goi ngwoi dén citu, ngudi ta sé nghe thay do”.

Ho chdng can lam thé, hai vg chéng cé nguwdi quan gia dén vao ltic
chin gio. Ba ta tim thdy ho va goi canh sat. Hai vg chong ké cho canh sat
nghe vé tiéng sung truong duy nhat; cadc canh sat khiép dam khi biét rang
Thuwgng nghi s Taryn Grant dang song ¢ nha ké bén.

“Ho dén nha mu ta ddm thinh thinh 1én ctra,” Smalls néi, “ho goi tro ly
ctia mu ta dén mang theo chia khéa m@ ctta. Ho phat hién thdy mu ta da
chét, xac nam trén tdm tham Iran rat dat tién, bi ban mdt phat xuyén tim.
T6i chi biét c6 thé thoi.”

“Toi tw hoi c6 phai nguoi nao & Heracles gay ra khong?” Lucas hoi.

“Khong biét. Nhung phat ban chuyén nghiép 1am, khong nghi ngo gi.”
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LUCAS BO di dong vao tiii, cing Sam quay vao trong ga-ra. Weather theo
doi Sam st dung cai may cwa ban, thi bong di dong cia anh rung Ién.

Jane Chase: “Anh nghe tin chwa?”

“Porter Smalls vira goi.”

“Co6 vé nhw chinh la nguwoi phu nit da tdn cong anh & khach san,”
Chase noi, an duéi giong néi kho khoc cuia ba ta 1a sy phan khich dang trao.
“Anh c6 biét ti gi vé co ta khong?”

“Khong. T6i c6 han ba céi tén khac nhau cé thé 1a cia c6 ta, tir dam
nguoi ¢ Heracles, nhung toi nghi ngo tat ca déu la gia.”

“Vu nay sé gy ra rac roi trien mién khéng dit,” Chase noi. “Thugng
vién sap dién hét ca ro6i, con ching t6i dang & ngay gitta tam diém.”

“Jane, t6i c6 101 khuyén nay: tranh xa n6 ra. Kiém viéc gi khac ma lam
di,” Lucas noi. “Ba sé khong tim dugc nguoi phu nit nay dau. R6 rang co ta
lam viéc cho Heracles va cho CIA, tham chi vao lic nay c6 ta c6 thé dang &
Iraq, hodc Syria, hodac mot noi twong tw nhw thé. Néu co6 ta thudc bién ché
CIA, ba co nghi ho sé chiu giao ndp co ta nhv t0i pham am sat Thugng
nghi si khong?”

Ba ta suy nghi mot gidy roi dap, “Co 1€ la khong ro6i”.

“Va khi Thugng vién bat dau tim kiém mdt con dé té than & FBI, ba sé
khong muon ditng dé nhw ké vé dung day chi.”

“Chac chan la khéng,” ba ta n6i, c6 nin cuwdi trdc cau néi an du cda
anh.

“Gio thi moi viéc da xong, cho toi thém it chi tiét di.”

Ba ta ké lai cho anh ding nhitng gi Smalls da ké, cé thém that ti chuit.
“Poi kham nghiém hién treong vu an da tim dwgc vién dan. Mot vién cd
338 ndang 19 gram ban ra ti* mot khau Norma Magnum 338. Phat dan gam
vao mu ta rat chuan xac. Tén sat thi ngam ban tr mot 6 clra sO tang gac
mai & can nha lién ké. Co ta ngo6i trén mot chiéc ghé go da cti; ké sung lén
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mot chong sach dat trén mat ban. Hodc sung c6 ta khong day vo dan ra
hodc co ta da nhat né lén.”

“T6i khong biét vé sting dan - loai sting nay cé la khong?”

“Khong thé mua n6 ngoai quay & Walmart dau, nhung anh c6 thé dat
mot chiéc tai d6,” ba ta dap. “Khau nay khong pho bién nhuwng khong la.
Chung t6i dang c6 gang lan theo tat ca cac dot ban hang, nhwng han la sé c6
hang dong. Chuyén nay gan nhw khong thé.”

“Nhac lai nhé: tranh xa vu nay ra. D€ cho dan chuyén nghiép lo di. Ba
sé khong bat dugc ¢o ta dau,” Lucas noi.

“Chac chan t6i sé khong muoén ding d6 nhw ké v6 dung dau.”

“Thong minh day.”

Khi anh ngat may, Weather néi bang giong chac nich, “Hai ngwoi cé
vé ngay cang than thiét nhi”.

Lucas gat dau. “A ... Gid nhu cing song tai Baghdad, khéo anh sé& 14y
ba ta lam vg hai cling néen.”

Weather da vao khoeo chan anh r6i néi, “Oi xin 16i anh, em truot
chan”.

LUCAS DA O NHA dugc hai tuan. Trong thoi gian d6, FBI da xé Heracles
ra thanh titng manh; c6 vé nhw céng ty sap bi budc hon hai mwoi tdi danh,
tr budn 1au vii khi trdi phép dén c6 quan hé dang ngd vdi cac t6 chirc
khting b6 nwdc ngoai, ho tro ca vé vat chat lan cong tac huan luyén. Ca cac
cong ty doi tac khac cling khong tranh khéi va lay. Nhitng tén tay chan bi
cac dac vu FBI phat hién con lam viéc v6i vai cong ty khac nita ngoai
Heracles, va v&i nhiéu t6i danh hinh sy dang treo lo Ittng, chiing chi mot
long muon ban théng tin dé doi 1dy sy khoan hong cua phap luat.

Lucas khong ro ho da lam nhw thé nao. FBI la mdt cai dam lay, triv phi
ban ngam trong cai dam lay do, bang khong sé khong thé noéi dich xac dugc
ai dang lam cai gi. Anh da goi cho ngudi ban ctia minh - Louis Mallard dé
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héi vai cau, thi mdi biét hoa ra Jane Chase dang ngam minh gitta cai dam
lay do.

JOHN MCCOY da néi cho anh biét toan bd nhitng gi minh biét veé
Heracles, nhung thita nhan khong biét gi vé vu an mang. Han da xin dugc
thoa thuan nhan t0i va sé thu an hai nam trong nha tu lien bang c6 mirc an
ninh t6i thiéu, ma Lucas biét r6 hai nam ay sé tr6i qua rat dé dang. Chang ai
biét tin gi vé Kerry Moore. Vai nguoi cho rang han da bi giét, nhw Jim
Ritter; vai nguwdi khac lai nghi rang han da chay tron. Khi dugc héi, McCoy
lac dau, nhung mot dac vu tham van nghi rang c6 1é da thay han cuwdi tham.

MOT BOI PIEU TRA HIEN TRUONG VU AN CUA FBI phét hién may
manh dong nhé xiu trong cac bitc twong trong can bép nha Jack Parrish,
ching khép v6i nhitng manh dan dugc 1ay ra tir xac Jim Ritter.

THUQNG NGHI ST SMALLS da am tham hoi han xung quanh, roi goi cho
Lucas, “Cau biét gi khong? To6i khong thé tim dwoc bat ky ai tirng noi
chuyén v&i mu ta vao ldc gitra bita tiéc, chi vao lic bat dau va lic két thic
tiéc thoi”.

“T6i da bdo ma,” Lucas noi.

TOI MUON HOM DO, cung ngay xac ctia Taryn Grant dugc phat hién,
Lucas nhan dugc cudc goi tht ba. Am thanh nén 1a tiéng huyt sdo, va khi
Lucas héi, Tom Ritter bdo dé la am thanh vé tinh.

“T6i dang goi bang dién thoai vé tinh. T6i dang ngobi trén ghé dai, vao
mot ngay dep troi, tai can c khong quan Bagram.”
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“Co phai 6...”

“O Afghanistan phai khong? Pung 16i.” Ritter dap. “Nghe ndy, toi biét
tin vé Grant roi. Trén Internet & day co6 dwa tin.”

“Thit ho quan tam la Wendy. Hodc Suzie hodc Carol, hay bat c tén gi
ma co ta mang. Co thé la vay. T6i khong biét gi nhiéu dé néi, nhung ho sé
don ép McCoy.”

“Anh nghi ho sé dén kiém t6i a?” Cau ta hai.

“T6i khong nghi vay. Cau la ké ngoai cudc, can ct vao noi cau dang 6.
Ho c6 thé héi vai cau vé Jim, nhung ma...”

“Subt mdy nam qua toi c6 gap dwgc anh dy nhiéu dau,” Ritter noi.
“Toi chang biét gi vé cudc séng tinh cadm ctda anh dy.”

“Ctr thé nhé,” Lucas goi y.

“Keé cho t6i nghe di,” cau ta néi. “Tat ca nhitng gi toi biét déu la xem
duogc tréen Internet thoi.”

Lucas ké cho cau ta nhitng gi minh biét ttr Smalls va Chase. Ritter hoi,
“Oi troi. Nghe c6 vé giong co ta ding khong?”.

“U. Nhung khong con 14 vu cda toi nita roi,” Lucas dap. “Ciing khong
con la vu caa cau.”

“Tranh xa ra nhé, Lucas. Dip nao dén Afghanistan nh& goi cho t6i,”
Ritter n6i. “T6i va anh s& di kiém ga ran. O day chiing t6i c6 ga ran day.”

“T6i sé lam thé. Néu nghe dugc tin gi tv Wendy, bdo cd ta goi cho

»

t0i.

HAI NGAY SAU, Lucas dang ngdi trong san sau cling Virgil Flowers, doi
than dé lam mon bit tét. Flowers dén choi cung Sam, con Ut ctia ban gai cau
ta. Sam cda Flowers va Sam cua Lucas bang tu6i nhau, ching déu kinh
ngac khi trung tén nhau, nén hai dita than thiét rat nhanh, cung choi phién
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ban game két hgp giita vo thuat va bong rd, trong khi Lucas va Flowers
ngoi trén hai chiéc ghé gitta bai cé no6i chuyén.

Hai nguoi dang udng bia Leinenkugel va thdo ludn vé chuyén cham
soc tré, thi chiéc iPhone cta Lucas rung 1én bao cudc goi dén tir mot so la.

Thi¢ am thanh vé tinh. Tiép theo Wendy lén tiéng, chang can rao truéc
don sau, “T6i da suy nghi vé chuyén d6. Suy nghi vé ca anh nita. Anh tin
rang toi c6 lién quan dén vu xa sung tai khach san Watergate. Thé tai sao
anh khong truy lung t6i?”.

“Chung toi dd dang tim co...”

“Khong, anh khong tim. Hodc néu c6, anh cling khong tan lyc. Truyén
thong dang phat dién kia kia, Cuc An ninh Ngi dia c* nam phut lai ra thong
cdo bao chi mot lan - tit ca déu sai hét - FBI dang luan quan. Nhém duy
nhat c6 thé gay rac r6i cho t6i chinh la anh cung hai ngudi ban canh sat tw
phap ctia anh, thi lai chang buon di tim. Tham chi anh con chang dén gap
may nguwoi két ban vdi toi. Anh khong bao gid thiic ép Tom, anh khong bao
gio thuc su thic ép McCoy, khong bao gio thic ép Claxson hodc quy ba
lam viéc cung anh... Tai sao thé?”

“Chang t6i khéng c6 nguodn tin diéu tra dé héi do xung quanh nhw
FBI,” Lucas dap. “Hodc nhv Cuc An ninh Noi dia. Du c6 chuyén gi xay ra
tai Watergate di nita, dwdng nhuv né ciing khong c6 lién quan nhiéu dén muc
dich chinh cta ching t6i, do6 la tim ra ké c6 am muu giét Thugng nghi si
Smalls.”

“Oi chét tiét, Davenport. Ching ma nao tinh cd lai vac sing dén
Watergate ma ban cd, chwa ké con mang sing may,” c6 ta néi. “Mai lién
quan duvong nhién la phai c6 chi.”

Khi Lucas khong néi gi, Wendy gang héi, “Anh dang mudn du t6i néi
diang khong?”.

“Cai gi co?”

“Khi anh bao Tom cho t6i s6 dién thoai cta anh, c6 phai anh muén néi
chuyén dé c6 thé giang bay toi... Anh dang muon du t6i néi rang toi giét
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chét Grant dung khong?”

Lucas dé mac cau hoi ay lo ltng trong khong khi, réi noéi, “T6i khong
biét cd dang noi gi,” réi cip may.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Flowers héi.

“Chuyén con dd dang dy ma,” Lucas dap. Anh nhdt lon bia Ién, nhap
mot ngum 16n r6i néi thém, “Nhung gio thi né két thiic ca r6i”.
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Chuong trinh bao hiém cham so6c sttc khoe cho nguwdi c6 thu nhap thap. Phu
nit* mang thai, tré em, ngwdi cao tudi va ngwoi khuyét tat déu da diéu kién
dé ghi danh vao loai hinh bdo hiém nay, c6 phi thap hodc mién phi. (Cha
thich trong sach la cta ngudi dich).

Viét tat cia Trung tam Thong tin nhay cam.

Mot nhém 16n cac cong ty bao hiém va dich vu tai chinh Hoa Ky.

Minute of angle: Phit géc, don vi do do chinh xac cua phét ban tia.

bdc nhiém Khong quan, mot lvc lvgng dac biét cua quan doi Anh.

Doi diéu tra hién trueong.

Mang truyén thong cong cong & Hoa Ky.

Mang truyén hinh cap vé tinh cia My, truyén hinh trie tiép nhiéu tha tuc to
tung caa chinh quyeén lién bang cling nhw cac chwong trinh cong vu khac.
Lanh dao t6i cao cua Lién X0 tir gitta thap nién 1920 dén 1953.

Haiku la thé tho doc dao va thinh hanh ctia Nhat Ban. N6 chi bao gom 17
am tiét trong 3 dong tho, c6 thé dugc xem la thé loai tho ngan nhat trén thé
gioi.

Co quan chiu trach nhiém thyc thi phap luat va quy dinh xe trén toan tiéu
bang.

Cuc Rugu, Thudc 14, Sing va Chat n6. Mot td chirc thye thi phap luat lién
bang thuoc Bo Tu phap Hoa Ky.

Giay dé xuong dac treng béi phan mii bang da chac chan, dugc trang tri
bang nhiéu 16 va rang cua.

B0 Tuw phap Hoa Ky.

B6 Tu lénh Diéu tra Hinh sy cia quan d6i - Criminal Investigation
Command, thwong dugce viét la CID vi CIC c¢6 thé nham véi Tong Tw 1énh
- Commander In Chelf.

Khau hiéu cda cuc diéu tra FBI.

"Nay bé yéu, anh rat muén mdi em di uéng nwéc mot dip nao do".
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CYA la hoat dong dwoc thue hién béi mot ca nhan dé bao vé ban than khoi
nhitng chi trich c6 thé xdy ra sau d6, hinh phat phap ly hoac hau qua khac.
Hinh thitc tra tdn ma nan nhan bi tr6i chat va bi doi nwéc vao mat, lam ngat
thé va hit nwdc vao phoi, gay cam giac twong tu khi sap siva chét duoi.

Loai tai nghe nhét trong, phan cu loa chi c6 thé bAm vao vanh tai.

Trat hanh chinh do chinh phi Hoa Ky ban hanh dé thu thap thong tin cho
muc dich an ninh quéc gia. Thw nay khéng yéu cau sy chap thuan trudce tw
tham phan.

Nhitng ké rong tuéch (tiéng Anh: The Hollow Men) - 1a bai tho cia nha tho
My doat giai Nobel Van hoc nam 1948 T. s. Eliot. Dé tir tht nhat cua
treong ca la cau trich tr tiéu thuyét Trong long bong t6i (The Heart of
Darkness, 1902) cua Joseph Conrad (1857 -1924) néi vé sy danh mat 1ong
tin. "Mistah Kurtz - he dead" 1a 10i c6 hau da den noi tiéng Anh con chwa
s0i, thong bao vé céi chét cia ngai Kurtz da trang, ngudi ma mot bo tdc da
den ¢ Congo coi nhw mot vi thanh. Nhung néu nhw ngai da chét thi cé
nghia la ngai khong phai thanh than.

Van phong céc van deé toan cau.

Khu phé nam ¢ phia dong nam hat Arlington, gan Lau Nam Géc va Nghia
trang Quoc gia Arlington.

Dang mii vai dugc thiét ké dé chi 10 mot phan cta khuon mat, thwong la
mat va miéng.
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